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25 jobs to be cut from Glensanda
A ‘SHOCKED’ highly-skilled 
workforce learned that 25 people 
are to be made redundant after 
its parent company contracted 
work to a new company operat-
ing in the UK, writes Louise Glen.

It is understood the job losses 
are due to come into force as 
soon as August 1.

In an anonymous letter to the 
newspaper, the staff said: ‘The 
Aggregate Industries’ site at 
Glensanda quarry, near Oban, 
have awarded the primary load 
and haul contract to a Spanish 
company, a newly created busi-
ness named Oban Earth Works 
Limited.

‘The new company is due to 
take over control on August 1, 

2017, and as of June 28 the work-
force has been told that there will 
be 25 redundancies, this number 
is more than half the workforce 
in the primary area at the top of 
the hill.

‘The workforce is in shock.
There are workers who have 
been there for many years – some 
with more than 30 years’ service. 
Most of the workforce are local 
to the Oban and the Fort Wil-
liam area.

‘They have been through four 
previous contract changes in the 
past 12 years and, under TUPE 
employment law [rules that gov-
ern the transfer of staff between 
businesses], have carried on with 
business as usual until now.

‘We feel that this a huge loss of 
jobs for the area and needs to be 
highlighted in the media.’

Oban Earth Works Limited 
does not operate in the UK yet 
and its Spanish parent company, 
Ferpi Transportes, was unable to 
answer questions on the contract 
and staff losses in English.

MSP Michael Russell said: ‘I 
am very concerned at the loss of 
jobs at the quarry, particularly 
as it is such a successful and 
profitable local business. 

‘I would have thought the 
operators would have wished to 
retain loyal staff and I hope this 
can be resolved by good employ-
ment practice which must ensure 
that transfer of work within a 

business, even to an outside 
contractor, also means transfer 
of staff.’

An Aggregate Industries 
spokesperson said: ‘As with any 
commercial operation, it’s im-
portant for Aggregate Industries 
to review and renew our partner-
ships, to ensure we can offer the 
best service available.

‘We are switching load and haul 
provider at our plant in Glensan-
da, and as part of that process 
there are individuals who will 
be TUPE transferred from our 
current provider Hargreaves, to 
our new one Ferpi.

‘We appreciate that this is a po-
tentially difficult time for those 
individuals affected.’

The charity Hope Kitchen – which feeds the hungry and homeless – has moved into new premises in Oban. Full story – page four.

Hope Kitchen is cooking with gas at new home

Council’s top earners rise 
in number and wage rates
TOP salaries at Argyll and Bute 
Council are on the increase 
with 121 people now earning 
more than £50,000 and one 
member of staff earning almost 
£125,000.

At the other end of the pay 
scale, a number of posts have 
remained unfilled throughout 
the year to make savings in 
budgets. 

The unaudited 
annual accounts 
published for 
last week’s full 
council meeting 
show there 
are 80 officers 
earning up to 
£55,000.

On top of that, 
13 officers earn 
up to £60,000, 
six earn up to 
£65,000, two 
earn up to £70,000, 13 earn up 
to £75,000, one person earns up 
to £80,000, two people earn up 
to £85,000, one person earns 
up to £95,000 and two people 
earn up to £100,000, and one 
person earns £124,999.

Cleland Sneddon, chief exec-
utive of Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil, earned £120,147 – £20,000 
more than the chief executive 
the previous year.

These figures do not include 
annual pension payments. The 
contribution rates for pensions 
of anyone on more than £45,800 
is 12 per cent of the salary – in 
the case of the chief executive 
this means he has an annual 
in-year pension contribution 
of £22,214, a rise of almost 
£4,000 from the previous year. 

His pension lump sum would 
be £84,582, a rise of almost 
£16,000.

At the bottom end of the 
salary scale, anyone earning up 
to £20,500 will have a five per 
cent pension contribution.

The council had an under-
spend in its annual accounts 
of £1.038 million. Explaining 
the surplus, in a report, Kirsty 
Flanagan, head of strategic 
finance, said: ‘The year-end un-
derspend was largely expected 

and planned for 
during the year.

‘For example, 
the additional 
savings were 
generated during 
the year as a con-
sequence of de-
liberate decisions 
not to fill posts 
which became 
vacant during 
the year and had 
been identified 

for removal as service choices 
savings during 2017/18.’

In education, where a number 
of ‘efficiency savings’ saw a cut 
to support hours for pupils with 
extra support needs, the budget 
had a small underspend of 
£13,139. The overall education 
budget was £73,824,646. In re-
fuse collection services, there 
was an underspend of £73,729. 

Last week at Oban Commu-
nity Council, the spokesman 
for environment, development 
and infrastructure Councillor 
Roddy McCuish said a full re-
view of bin collections in Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles should take 
place as soon as possible as it 
‘doesn’t seem to be working’.

The underspend may indicate 
the financial ability of the 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk
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Top of the class
LISMORE Primary School 
has been given a glowing 
report following a government 
inspection.
Full story – page two.

Liners arriving
THE cruise liner Prisendam, 
with around 830 passengers, 
arrives in Oban today and later 
in the month there are two visits 
from the ship Aegean Oydssey.
Full story – page three.

New service
CALEDONIAN Sleeper 
has introduced a new bus 
connection service from 
Crianlarich to Oban.
Full story – page four.

Playpark latest
VOLUNTEERS have 
prepared the groundwork for 
the final stage of the creation 
of an under-fives playpark at 
Atlantis Leisure.
Full story – page five.

Making history
AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
excavation at the site of Rubha 
Port an t-Seilich on the east coast 
of Islay is helping to add a whole 
new chapter to the history of 
Scotland.
Full story – page seven.

Best in shinty
IN OUR unrivalled shinty 
coverage, get the latest on the 
Sutherland Cup, Balliemore 
Cup and Marine Harvest 
leagues.
Round-up on pages 26 and 27.

council to allocate extra col-
lection dates to places such as 
Soroba and Oban town centre.

There were 59 compulsory 
redundancies and ‘other 
exits’ at the local authority 
costing £1,033,208. These ‘exit 
packages’ include redundancy 
payments, pension strain and 
compulsory lump sum pay-
ments.

A former union representa-
tive for Argyll and Bute, who 

would not be named, said: 
‘The gap between those on 
the lowest pay with the highest 
workloads, who are now cover-
ing two or even three jobs, is on 
the increase.

‘At the other end of the scale, 
there are more managers than 
ever. 

‘It is all very well to leave 
posts unfilled – but the prob-
lem is that the workload goes 
onto someone at the bottom 

of the ladder, not the top.’
A spokesperson for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘The council 
adheres to local and national 
pay agreements to attract and 
retain skilled employees and to 
ensure our staff are paid fairly 
for the work they do. 

‘Implementing the national-
ly-agreed local government pay 
award of one per cent, overtime 
and allowances, increased 
earnings for a small number 

of employees to more than 
£50,000.’

The scales of councillors’ pay 
were also published last week. 
Full details of these are on The 
Oban Times website. 

Papers show basic councillor 
salaries increased by £10,000 in 
total, the provost’s and leader’s 
salaries increased by £1,000, 
while senior councillors’ 
salaries and other expenses 
reduced by £47,000.

There 
are more 
managers 
than ever ”

85 pence

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

WIN £2K
IN THIS WEEK’S
SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Children race to 
compete at school’s 
annual sports day
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New look for updated 
marine wildlife code
A BEST practice code for 
watching marine wildlife 
around Scotland’s coasts has 
been revised, updated and re-
launched by Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH).

The Scottish Marine Wildlife 
Watching Code (SMWWC), 
originally launched in 2006, has 
been updated to reflect changes 
in legislation, advances in tech-
nology and updated contacts.

The SMWWC is complement-
ed by a 62-page guide called 
Best Practice for Watching 
Marine Wildlife. 

Packed with superb photo-
graphs, the guide provides ad-
ditional information about the 
animals you are most likely to 
see in the seas around Scotland, 
along with practical guidance 
on responsible behaviour 
around these animals.

Both documents can be 
freely downloaded from SNH’s 
website and special waterproof 

printed versions have been 
issued to marine wildlife tour 
boat operators.

Cabinet secretary for the 
environment, climate change 
and land reform Roseanna 
Cunningham said: ‘Scotland’s 
seas are magnificent for marine 

wildlife watching and attract 
visitors from around the world 
which is why it’s so important 
that we do all we can to protect 
the iconic marine species that 
live in our waters.

‘The newly revised code will 
encourage people to enjoy 

the natural environment in 
a respectful and responsible 
manner.’

The SMWWC was developed 
through widespread consulta-
tion, particularly with wildlife 
tourism operators.

The code is designed for all 
those who watch marine wildlife 
around Scotland, whether they 
are on the shore or at sea. It is 
not a law or regulation – its main 
purpose is to raise awareness 
and offer practical guidance 
for responsible marine wildlife 
watching.

Mike Cantlay, SNH chairman, 
said: ‘Scotland’s seas are home 
to a fantastic range of marine 
animals which attracts wildlife 
watchers from around the 
world. Recent studies estimate 
that wildlife watching in coastal 
and marine areas accounts for 
£163 million in tourist expend-
iture each year.

‘Pioneering work such as our 

basking shark tagging project is 
starting to reveal just how im-
portant our waters are for many 
marine species. The Scottish 
Marine Wildlife Watching Code 
is all about ensuring that we can 
enjoy having these animals in 
Scottish seas, and the benefits 
they bring, for generations to 
come.’

The Scottish Marine Wild-
life Watching Code aims to 
promote enjoyment of marine 
wildlife and raise awareness 
about the best ways to watch 
animals, including dolphins, 
birds, seals, otters, whales and 
basking sharks. It provides 
guidance on how best to enjoy 
watching these animals without 
disturbing or harming them.

The code and the guide to best 
practice are available at www.
snh.gov.uk/marinecode and an 
email address has been set up 
for queries or comments – mari-
necode@snh.gov.uk.

The revised code will protect Scotland’s marine life. Picture: Ben James

MP MacNeil opens new facility on Lewis

Ocean wildlife under threat from plastics

A WAREHOUSE for a health 
supplement has opened in Bre-
asclete on the Isle of Lewis.

The BASF Pharma (Callan-
ish) Ltd was officially opened by 
Na h-Eileanan an Iar [Western 
Isles] MP Angus Brendan Mac-
Neil on Friday June 30.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘I am de-
lighted and honoured to have 
been asked to officially open the 
impressive warehouse facility at 
BASF Pharma (Callanish) Ltd.

‘This facility will help cope 
with the demand for the omega 
3 fatty acid products which 
are produced at the factory in 
Breasclete.

‘It is heartening to see the con-
tinued growth of this company 
which, with a workforce of 73 

people, is a valuable employer, 
and the financial support from 
Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise is welcomed.

‘BASF Pharma (Callanish) is 
a world leader in lipid chroma-
tography, with world leading 
breakthroughs actually made 
at the factory at Breasclete – 
something the workforce can 
be very proud of, but also we in 
the wider communities can be 
proud of too, as it shows when 
the islands are involved and try, 
they are as good as anywhere, if 
not better.

‘I applaud the staff at BASF 
Pharma (Callanish) Ltd for the 
important work they do and I 
wish them every success for the 
future.’

At the opening, from left to right, are Chris Scarrott, site manager 
of BASF Pharma, Lorne Crerar, chairman of HIE, Angus MacNeil MP 

and Richard Carter, managing director of BASF UK.

A TWO-MONTH research 
trip around the Scottish coast 
discovered plastic polluting 
the beaches and habitats and 
threatening wildlife.

The Greenpeace scientific voy-
age found plastic in the feeding 
grounds of basking sharks, in the 
habitats of wildlife such as puf-
fins, seals and whales, and in the 
nests and beaks of seabirds.

Plastic pollution is an area 
that the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science, based 
at Dunstaffnage, is interested in 
researching.

SAMS director Professor 
Nicholas Owens said: ‘The 
topic of plastic in the marine 
environment is an increasingly 
important research area, given 
the extent of marine debris and 
microplastics found in even the 
deepest parts of the ocean.

‘Microplastics are particularly 
problematic for the planet’s seas 
since they are hard to detect 
with the naked eye.

‘Measuring less than five 
millimetres and often requir-
ing magnifying technology 
to view, these are particles of 
broken-down plastic that end 
up in the ocean. Marine life 
can easily ingest the particles or 
mistake them for food.

‘SAMS currently has a PhD 
student looking at microplastics 
in the deep sea and in October 
we will welcome a new PhD 
student to look at microplastics 
in the Scottish marine environ-
ment. This will cover plastics 
in animals, sediments and the 
water column.’

Greenpeace campaigners 
presented the findings from 
the two-month trip, delivering 

a petition to Scotland’s Envi-
ronment Secretary, Roseanna 
Cunningham.

They are calling for a deposit 
return scheme for drinks 
containers to be introduced to 
reduce the number of plastic 
bottles ending up in the ocean.

Tisha Brown, oceans cam-
paigner at Greenpeace UK, 
said: ‘It cannot be right that our 
beaches, seas and the stunning 
wildlife they are home to should 
become the final dumping 
ground for throwaway plastic 
bottles and other plastic trash.

‘With a truckload of plastic 
entering the ocean every min-
ute, we need urgent action from 
governments and from major 
soft drinks companies which 
produce billions of single-use 
plastic bottles every year to stop 
the flow of plastic into the sea.’

Lismore Primary School voices ‘delight’ at positive report
PUPILS and sta�  of 
Lismore Primary are de-
lighted with the school’s 
inspection report which 
was published following 
the full inspection in 
early May.

The inspection team 
highlighted many 
strengths, including 
the  ‘enterprising children 
who are developing rele-
vant skills for learning, 
life and work’, ‘the sta� ’s 
support and passion 
for children’s learning 
and achievements’ and 
‘parents and partners 
whose support enhances 
children’s learning’.

The report also praised 
‘the school’s unique 
and supportive role in 
the island community’ 
and ‘the head teacher’s 
leadership of children’s 
learning’.

The school was graded 
as ‘very good’ in all four 
of the assessed quality 
indicators and the pre-
� ves unit achieved four 
grades of ‘good’.

Head teacher Catherine 
Davies said: ‘This report 
is a re� ection of the 
hard work and support 
of everybody, both in 
the school and in the 
community.’

Artists 
invited to 
apply for 
residency

Event will 
explore 
deserted 
township

AN INNOVATIVE collabora-
tion will see five artists spend two 
weeks together on land and sea.

Sail Britain and An Lanntair 
are pleased to announce a new 
residency for 2017. Muir is – Tìr 
– Land and Sea is a two-week 
programme for exploration of 
the cultural heritage and identi-
ty of the Outer Hebrides, as well 
as the extraordinary beauty of 
the island landscape.

The first week will be spent 
on a sailing boat exploring the 
rugged coastline of the Minch, 
the Shiant Isles and the sea 
lochs of the larger islands, their 
stories, language and traditions. 
Working closely together while 
learning to sail will provide a 
different approach to exploring 
coast and islands, and allow 
time for reflection, observation 
and contemplation in a unique 
environment.

The second week will be spent 
in the Uig region on the west 
coast of Lewis, a remote and 
beautiful place with a fascinat-
ing history facing the expanse of 
the Atlantic Ocean. Participants 
will have time to develop ideas 
and material gathered during 
the first week’s voyage, and to 
undertake further research or 
creative exploration.

Between August 12 and 26 
there are five places available at 
the subsidised cost of £575.

The residency is subsidised 
by An Lanntair as part of the 
Bealach project. Accommoda-
tion is in the shared use of the 
Otter Bunkhouse in Carishader.

The residency is open to 
emerging, mid-career and es-
tablished artists, photographers, 
film-makers, writers, musicians 
and craft makers. Applications 
should be submitted to jon@
lanntair.com and oliver@
sailbritain.org. The deadline is 
5pm Monday July 24. 

PEOPLE on Mull will have the 
chance to learn about the de-
serted township of Ardchiavaig.

Starting on Monday (July 10), 
various workshops will take 
place over five days at Ardchia-
vaig. The project is called Focus 
on Ardchiavaig: Sùil air Àird 
Chiabhaig.

The free-to-attend event will 
give people the chance to learn 
what lies beneath the soil in a 
walk-over survey. They will get 
to work on an archaeological 
survey, get training on electronic 
distance measuring and digital 
filming. They will also be taught 
how to sketch and photograph 
the findings.

However, people taking part 
are asked to remember to take 
a fully-charged device (cameras, 
iPads, notebooks, smart phones) 
to get some tips from expert 
Alasdair Satchel.

A film competition will also 
take place for those aged be-
tween five and 16.

People can attend for as little 
as a couple of hours or take 
part in the full five days free of 
charge.

The event is being funded 
through a grant from the Herit-
age Lottery Fund.

To reserve a place, message 
Focus on Ardchiavaig: Sùil air 
Àird Chiabhaig on Facebook or 
call 01681 700659, or go to the 
centre on Sunday July 9 from 
2pm to 4pm. Spaces are limited 
and children need to be accom-
panied by an adult.

MSPs probe 
impact of 
sea lice

Marina 
expands

THE Scottish Parliament will 
launch an inquiry into the 
environmental impacts of fish 
farms following a petition, says 
Salmon and Trout Conservation 
Scotland (STCS).

The STCS lodged a petition 
in parliament in February last 
year, asking for protection for 
wild salmonids from sea lice.

However, the Scottish Salmon 
Producers say sea lice manage-
ment is the best it has been for 
several years and would welcome 
a visit from MSPs.

The Rural Economy and Con-
nectivity Committee agreed to 
conduct an inquiry into salmon 
farming in Scotland.

Guy Linley-Adams, from 
STCS, said: ‘We are delighted 
that MSPs of all parties have 
shown such concern and interest 
and we thank them.’

A COMMUNITY-RUN marina 
on the Morvern peninsula is 
welcoming more visitors than 
ever before.

The Morvern Community De-
velopment Company (MCDC) 
used a £25,173 grant from High-
lands and Islands Enterprise 
(HIE) to help meet the cost of 
enlarging the pontoons at Loch-
aline Marina.

This expansion has increased 
the number of berths. In 2016, 
MCDC used an £8,000 grant 
from HIE to help fund the addi-
tion of 10 new moorings.
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POLICE FILES
with Sergeant Iain MacNicol
Attempted housebreaking
BETWEEN 6.40pm on Sunday June 25 and 12.40pm on 
Monday June 26, a house at Drummore Road, Oban, was 
subjected to an attempted break-in.

Damage was caused to patio doors but no entry was 
gained.

Police are investigating the incident and are appealing 
for any witnesses or anyone  with any information to 
contact them.

Thieves target tools
BETWEEN 5pm on Monday June 26 and 7.50am on 
Tuesday June 27, a building under construction in 
Glengallan Road, Oban, was broken into with several 
tools being stolen. 

Damage was caused to patio doors but no entry was 
gained. 

Police are investigating the incident and are appeal-
ing for any witnesses or anyone with any information 
to contact them.

Possession of drugs
AT ABOUT 9pm on Tuesday June 27, on the A828 near 
Benderloch, a car was stopped and searched and a 
57-year-old man was allegedly found to be in possession 
of a small quantity of cannabis. The man was issued with 
a recordable police warning.

Abusive behaviour
AT ABOUT 6pm on Saturday July 1, in High Street, 
Oban, a 33-year-old man was charged for allegedly 
behaving in an abusive manner towards another 
man. 

A report will be submitted to the procurator � scal.
Anyone with information about any incidents 

is asked to contact police on  101 or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Visitors to Oban don’t let the 
weather rain on their parade
HERE’S hoping the weather is 
going to perk up a bit for July, 
although the visitors to the town 
haven’t seemed to bothered, 
writes Oban town ambassador 
Kay MacDonald.

One lovely couple remarked 
that they liked it because it 
made everything green and 
lush, which it certainly is.

The good news for local chil-
dren and parents – if the weather 
continues like this – is that Oban 
Phoenix Cinema has reduced the 
price for local children under 
18 to £3 for the holidays, which 
is especially good this week as 
Despicable Me 3 is here (I can’t 
wait to see it). I may have to bor-
row some children to take with 
me, although most of the adults I 
know love it too.

The past few weeks have been 
very boat-orientated for me with 
two cruise ships visiting Oban 
on the same weekend, as well as 
our weekly visits to the Majestic 
Line where small parties of 
up to 12 are taken on various 
cruises around the coast.

Today we’re welcoming Prisen-
dam, which is part of the Holland 
America Line and carries around 
830 passengers and then later in 

the month we’ll have two visits 
from Aegean Oydssey, which is 
smaller but equally beautiful, 
carrying 380 passengers.

The scale of these ships in and 
around the bay makes you look 
closer at the rest of the traffic 
and emphasises what a busy 
port it is.

There’s lots to look forward 
to in July, from the duck race 
to craft fairs, Bid4Oban local 

market, an Andre Rieu live 
screening at the cinema and 
much more which I’ll try and 
keep you up-to-date with on a 
weekly basis.

Last week’s photo which had 
one or two folk puzzled was 
the old tree in front of the 
Rockfield Centre. This week’s is 
a bit tricky, too, unless you are 
one of those people who look 
around them a lot.

WHERE IS THIS?

Call for public sector pay to rise in Argyll
PUBLIC sector pay should have 
a pay rise as soon as possible, 
claims Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell.

Mr Russell is calling on the UK 
government to stop ‘flip-flopping’ 
on public sector pay and endorse 
a Scottish government policy to 
end the pay cap.

Mr Russell said:  ‘The Scottish 

Government has listened to 
independent pay recommen-
dations – showing the many 
nurses, doctors, police officers 
and all other public sector 
workers in Argyll and Bute that 
their incredible service is valued 
and that they deserve pay that 
reflects real life circumstances.

‘Indeed, showing public sector 

workers in Argyll and Bute how 
much we value their service is 
ever more pertinent as we face 
endless Brexit uncertainty that 
is driving inflation, forcing up 
living costs and intensifying 
recruitment problems – risking 
a Brexit brain drain. The UK 
government must act to confirm 
the pay cap will be scrapped.’

Livestock haulier is 
handed four-year ban

Seafront seagulls are 
just ‘rats with wings’

AN OBAN livestock haulier 
who knowingly broke the law to 
make false records of his driv-
ing duties has been disqualified 
from running and driving HGVs 
for four years.

Industry regulator Joan Ait-
ken said Donald Mackay, 44, of 
Kilmore, had been the author 
of his own misfortune and that 
his actions had undermined safe 
and fair haulage.

In a written judgement issued 
after a public inquiry in Edin-
burgh last month, Ms Aitken 
concluded that it had suited 
Mackay financially and com-
mercially to make false records 
and extend his hours.

HGV drivers are required, by 
law, to take certain rests and 
breaks so they are not affected 
by fatigue while driving.

During the inquiry, the Traffic 
Commissioner heard that 
Mackay had been using another 
driver’s card, as well as his own, 
to record duties that he was 
undertaking.

When government inspectors 
analysed the driver cards after 
stopping Mackay at the roadside 
in August 2016, they found 57 
infringements between Febru-
ary 8, 2014, and July 30, 2016, 25 
of which were very serious and a 
threat to road safety.

Mackay told the regulator that 
it was difficult to get drivers for 
double-manning, where duties 
are shared to ensure drivers’ 
hours rules are met. He added 
that livestock haulage was a 
competitive industry and that 
is why he took advantage of the 
other driver’s card.

However, the Traffic Com-
missioner rejected those argu-
ments.

‘Islands haulage and livestock 
haulage do not require dis-
honesty,’ she remarked. ‘They 
require proper organisation 
and being unafraid to say no to 
customers from time to time.

‘Patently Mr Mackay wanted 
to keep the work and to see off 
his competitors. Thus he un-
dermined safe and fair haulage.

‘I do not expect any operator 
licensed by my office to take 
on work if that work cannot be 
done lawfully.’

She also reflected on the need 
for livestock hauliers to be 
particularly safe because driver 
misjudgement through fatigue 
could be catastrophic for the 
animals.

Mr Mackay’s disqualification 
as an operator, transport man-
ager and professional driver 
began on July 1 and will run for 
four years.

READERS have been telling 
us their seagull stories this week 
– and the ‘rats with wings’ don’t 
come out in the most favourable 
of lights.

An endemic problem in most 
seaside towns, seagulls are 
protected by law and cannot be 
culled. 

Many Oban Times readers 
believe the problem is cause by 
people feeding them, and as more 
and more people report that the 
bold birds are snatching chips and 
sandwiches from the hands of un-
suspecting tourists and residents, 
it seems people want something 
done about the situation.

Laura Máirtín said that in 
June 2013 she was eight weeks 
pregnant and about to faint with 
hunger. She said: ‘I bought a 
sandwich and was eating it walk-
ing through Homebase car park, 
one bite in and a seagull flew 
down and grabbed it out of my 
hand – felt like the thing actually 
used its wing to knock me on the 
head as some kind of tactic to 
stun me during the process.’

Gordon Cooper wrote on The 
Oban Times Facebook page: ‘My 
late dad used to feed seagulls 

fish scraps out in the bungalow 
scheme in Ganavan, where he 
lived.

‘A few became dozens. Lots of 
neighbours rightly complained as 
the gulls were lining up on their 
rooftops and creating havoc at an 
early hour. A polite visit from a 
council representative put a stop 
to my dad’s pastime.’

Obanite Karen Anderson 
said: ‘I have the same seagull 
that comes same time every day 
knocks on the window and calls 
for me.’

Kerry Smith said: ‘I still remem-
ber when I was about five years 
old, that is 30 years ago, that a 
seagull with just one leg bite my 
finger! Still remember it to this 
day. He is prob still out there.’

Innis Campbell said: ‘When 
I was very young and after 
sitting on my dad’s knee (Angus 
Campbell) while he was docking 
the famous Highland Seabird in 
at the North Pier, I was walking 
down the gangplank and several 
large seabirds decided to use me 
as poo target.

‘I was covered from head to toe, 
it’s one of my earliest memories.’
� More comments: page eight.

Oban hairdressers are a 
cut above at charity event
A HAIRDRESSING salon in 
Oban partied with the best of 
them to raise cash for a charity 
that supports professionals who 
are ill.

The Hairdressers’ Charity was 
supported by Bruce-Low Hair 
by raising more than £1,200 
from an auction of hairdressing 
equipment and goods.

Iain Bruce-Low, a business 
partner at the premises on 
Stevenson Street in Oban, said: 
‘We know how it feels when a 
staff member has to phone in 
sick and that hairdressers need 
support.

‘Friday June 30 saw hairdress-
ers from all over the UK raising 
awareness and funds for The 
Hairdressers’ Charity.’

The award-winning stylist 
continued: ‘After becoming 
aware ourselves of the power 
of the charity, and how it helps 
so many people within the 
industry every year, we wanted 
to get behind it. I and the staff 
wanted to support the charity as 
we never know when we might 
need it.’

The Hairdressers’ Charity 
supports working hairdressers 
of more than three years with 
support for themselves or their 
families in times of need.

Iain said: ‘All profits from the 
takings that day as well as any 
tips went to the charity. We also 
held a lucky dip where clients 
could win anything from £1 
off their next appointment to 
hairdressing products.

‘In the evening clients and 
friends were invited along to 
join staff for drinks.

‘Glitter Lip by Beauty Boule-
vard supplied us with stardust 
body glitter and glitter lips so 
everyone was glittered up and 
Oban was certainly sparkling 
that night.

‘We sold raffle tickets where 
our suppliers gave us some 
incredible gifts and that alone 
raised more than £800.

‘Yoi scissors donated a £270 
set of scissors and we held a live 

auction on Facebook raising 
£165.

‘The final total of the evening 
was £1,232. However, since the 
event we have had numerous 
donations and that figure is set 
to rise considerably.’

Bruce-Low Hair thanked 
everyone who supported them 
in raising the money but most of 
all the charity itself for having 
such support for the industry.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Farmed shellfi sh in Argyll is safe, says producer
PEOPLE in Argyll and Bute 
have been warned to be careful 
when harvesting wild shellfish 
due to a high level of natural 
toxins.

Argyll and Bute Council 
issued a warning last week 
stating that Loch Melfort and 
Seil Sound contained measure-
ments of algal toxins above the 
legally permitted level.

However, a shellfish farmer 
from Dunbeg wanted to clarify 
that produce bought from farms 
is safe due to routine testing.

Judith Vajk, of Caledonian 

Oysters, said: ‘Harvesting wild 
shellfish can be dangerous unless 
it is from a tested area. As shell-
fish farmers, we have to jump 
through hoops to get our shellfish 
sold. We are regularly tested for 
E.coli, norovirus and toxin levels, 
which are carefully monitored.’

Members of the public are 
being asked not to harvest 
shellfish from the contaminated 
areas.

The toxins accumulate in mol-
luscs such as mussels, oysters, 
cockles and razor clams.

The alert comes as raised 

levels of Escheria coli (E.coli) 
bacteria have been identified 
in Oitor Mhor Bay. A potential 
risk of raised levels of E.coli 
has also been found at Dunstaf-
fange, Kerrera East, Loch na 
Cillie and Loch Riddon.

This was discovered due to 
monitoring work by Argyll and 
Bute Council’s environmental 
health team.

Mrs Vajk added: ‘It is around, 
but there are no farms there. It 
is all wild. If people go out and 
pick their own shellfish, they 
have to be careful.

‘Our water is tested every 
month to check if the E.coli count 
has risen. I just know that there is 
no problem in Loch Creran.’

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘Eating 
shellfish such as cockles, mus-
sels, oysters and razor fish from 
affected areas can pose a risk to 
human health.

‘Notices to warn the public 
and casual gatherers have been 
posted along the shore. Com-
mercial shellfish harvesters in 
these areas have been contacted 
by the council and steps taken 

to postpone harvesting until 
bacterial levels subside.

‘People are advised to avoid 
eating shellfish from these areas 
until further notice as a precau-
tion. When levels subside, the 
warning notices will be removed.’

For further information, con-
tact the environmental health 
team on 01631 567849. Food 
Standards Scotland can also be 
contacted on 01224 285100 or 
at https://www.foodstandards.
gov. scot/food-safety-standards/
adv ice-business-and-industry/
shel lfish/shellfish-results.

Iain Bruce-Low (front right, main picture) and his sta�  sparkled and glittered during their fundraising event for charity.
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Cairngorm give you the very latest in window and door technology.

Security, Ef�ciency and Beauty

Beautiful new windows and doors
MAKE YOUR HOME COMPLETE

Security, Ef�ciency and BeautySecurity, Ef�ciency and Beauty

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

WHITE VAN Man
I READ with interest that a 
company has submitted a plan-
ning application to Argyll and 
Bute Council for a sand and 
gravel quarry in Glen Creran.

The landowner, Dominique 
Collinet, a Belgian business-
man, has given the go-ahead 
for the application to be made.

This application should be 
dumped in the nearest skip.

In Argyll and Bute we have a 
huge number of tourists com-
ing to the area in the summer.

More and more people are 
visiting our caravan and camp-

ing sites to enjoy the beauty of 
our countryside. 

And what does Mr Collinet 
do? He backs the creation of 
a quarry in one of the most 
stunning glens in the west of 
Scotland.

We in the Oban area already 
have several quarries supplying 
the same kind of sand and 
gravel.

Apart from the panoramic 
value of this area, the glen 
is home to several species of 
animals, some of which are 
protected. The impact on the 

landscape and wildlife would 
be catastrophic.

Argyll and Bute Council must 
realise the amount of land de-
veloped for quarries and wind 
farms is spoiling the area.

The promise of cheaper 
electricity from wind farms 
was never going to be realised 
by the average householder. 
But the landowners who lease 
out land to quarries and wind 
farms have certainly made 
finan cial gains. 

And com munity organisa-
tions have received funding 

from wind farms, presumably 
to keep them from asking what 
happened to the cheaper elec-
tricity we were promised.

Glen Creran is served by a 
single-track road used by lo-
cals, cyclists, tourists and chil-
dren. The impact of quarrying 
lorries would be horrendous.

I only hope Argyll and Bute 
Council refuses planning per-
mission so that we can all enjoy 
the glen’s grandeur and beauty 
for years to come.

George Berry

Oban SWI celebrates 100 years in style
THE Oban branch of the Scot-
tish Women’s Institute celebrat-
ed the organisation’s centenary 
in style on Sunday.

The women dressed to dazzle 
and enjoyed afternoon tea and 
a homemade 100th anniversary 
cake. They joined other groups 
across the country in celebrat-
ing the milestone, with some 
hosting garden parties.

Kay MacDonald, a town 
ambassador and member of 
the SWI, said: ‘We thought a 
garden party might be pushing 
it because of the weather.

‘But this is the hall we normal-
ly have our meetings in, so we 
wanted to celebrate it here.’

Speaking before they cut the 
cake and poured the refresh-
ments, Kay said: ‘We are going 
to have afternoon tea, drink 
Prosecco and enjoy ourselves.

‘I have created a playlist from 
the 1920s onwards.’

The group will be meeting 
again in the Guide Hall in 
September. It meets on the 
last Tuesday of each month at 
7.30pm.

Kay said it is a great place 
to make friends. ‘We do a lot 
of crafts,’ she said. ‘We have 
people doing a lot of talks, but 
the main thing is we get to speak 

to people we wouldn’t normally 
meet.

‘There are people from their 
early 20s to their 80s and every-
one gets on really well.’

Behind the scenes 
at Atlantis Leisure

Helen McGowan, the Oban Boots store manager, presented a 
cheque for £1,300, raised locally by sta�  and customers as part of 
the pharmacy’s Children In Need collection, to Oban Youth Café 

on Albany Terrace for building repairs.

Pool changing rooms
YOU may have noticed that 
the floor in the pool changing 
rooms is not looking its best. 

Temporary repairs will be 
made shortly, but our whole 
changing area is coming to the 
end of its useful life. (Some 
might argue it passed away 
some time ago!)

 We are raising funds to renew 
the changing areas as part of the 
25 years of Atlantis campaign 
as it is not possible to source 
funding for this type of project. 
More on the fundraising activi-
ties soon.

 
Lighting, hot water and more
SINCE the last Behind the 
Scenes (BtS) report, we have 
been organising quotes for 
replacement LED lighting for 
the building and other energy-
saving projects so we can enter 
into stage two of seeking fund-
ing for these initiatives. 

These projects will improve 
lighting and energy efficiency 
and, at the same time, save us 
money on electricity, one of 
Atlantis’s major costs.

Sports hall � oor refurbishment
YOU may remember that the 
sports hall floor was replaced 
after a flood in 2014. 

To keep the new floor in tip top 
condition we have just booked 
in a complete sand and reseal 
for the last week in December 
to ensure minimal disruption.

 
Breakdowns
MORE things breaking! We 
have had a crazy month for 
breakdowns with two pool 
pumps needing replacement at 
a cost of more than £800.  

We were only able to keep 
the pool open due to the skills 
of facilities manager Kyle, who 
kept everything up and running 

using spares parts until the 
replacements could be fitted.

 
Parking
THE parking spaces to the 
front and rear of the Atlantis 
building will soon be made pay 
and display. 

This is in anticipation of the 
same happening to the council 
car park near Atlantis as this 
will otherwise drive long-stay 
parkers into the Atlantis spaces, 
making parking even more 
difficult for our customers.

 
Social enterprise
AS HAPPENS fairly regularly, 
Atlantis was visited this month 
by two other social enterprise 
groups: Brambles charity and 
a Finnish group who were 
interested in how Atlantis has 
thrived as a social enterprise 
over its 25-year history.

 
Just completed
THE old tennis courts to the 
right of three new courts have 
been refurbished to provide ex-
tra space for the West Highland 
Tennis Week.

We have three new young 
budding lifeguards who have 
just completed their training 
with our in-house national pool 
lifeguard trainer Yvonne. 

A big welcome to Claire 
Mackinnon, Gregor Brydon and 
Martin Rennie.

We’ve got some new furniture 
coming for the cafe, which you’ll 
see in place soon.

Caledonian Sleeper introduces new Oban connection
CALEDONIAN Sleeper has 
introduced a new bus connec-
tion service from Crianlarich 
to Oban, helping make journeys 
from London to the West Coast 
more efficient.

Partnering West Coast Motors 
and funded by Transport Scot-
land, the overnight rail service 
is running a non-stop bus link 

for a 14-week trial period. 
This will allow visitors to take 
a direct route to Oban without 
having to wait at Crianlarich for 
connecting rail services.

Ryan Flaherty, at Caledonian 
Sleeper, said: ‘Oban is a popular 
destination for tourists and is 
known for being the gateway to 
the isles, with ferry services to 

many islands off the West Coast 
of Scotland including the stun-
ning Inner and Outer Hebrides.

‘The direct bus service 
between Crianlarich railway 
station and Oban will allow 
passengers to make the most of 
the area, saving time compared 
to waiting for connecting rail 
services.’

Colin Craig, at West Coast 
Motors, said: ‘We are thrilled to 
be partnering with Caledonian 
Sleeper and Transport Scotland 
on this exciting multi-model 
transport pilot.

‘We are confident this refresh-
ing combination of rail and 
coach will make travelling to 
the West Coast seamless, while 

hopefully encouraging more 
visitors to Oban and further 
afield.’

The Oban bus service will 
operate Monday to Saturday 
mornings from Crianlarich 
timed to meet the train with 
a return service from Oban 
at 7.40pm on Sundays and at 
8.30pm Monday to Friday.

Hope Kitchen offi cially 
moves to new premises 
AN OBAN charity that 
helps to feed up to 45 people 
each day will be able to do 
even more from its new 
premises on 2 Soroba Road.

Hope Kitchen, which was 
nominated for Scottish 
charity of the year, upgraded 
because of a need for more 
space.

The refurbished building, 
titled New Hope, was 
officially opened last week 
by the Lord Lieutenant of 
Argyll and Bute, Patrick 
Stewart, who said: ‘We have 
read a lot about the project 
and how it blossomed.

‘Unfortunately, that means 
there is a need to be met. It 
is clear from the number of 
people here today that this is 
a great success in Oban.

‘These premises are very 
well placed. I have the great-
est pleasure in declaring 
these premises open.’

Jamie Livingstone, a local 
poet who runs writing class-
es in Hope, performed at 
the opening event, as did a 
number of musicians such as 
fan-favourites K9 Kev, Rory 
O’B and Ruaridh Galbraith.

Hope Kitchen’s manager, 
Lorraine MacCormick, 
said: ‘It’s been amazing. It’s 
been a journey, but we are 
finally here.

‘We are so grateful to 
everyone who has helped 
us because so many people 
have come in.

‘Some of the service users 
have been in helping and 
our volunteers have been 
excellent. Local tradesmen 
have given us work for free 
– people have been so good.’

Stuart Chalmers, chair-
man of Hope, said: ‘I would 
like to mention the way that 
the community has helped 
us achieve this.

‘This was a lot of work 
to do and we had a lot of 
tradesmen giving up their 
work freely to do this. It’s 
great the community comes 
together in a time of need.’

Catriona Petit, who has 
helped with the transforma-
tion, added: ‘It’s a massive 
transformation to the build-
ing. We have had hundreds 
of volunteer hours to get to 
this point.

‘We want this to be 
somewhere where people 
feel valued. I find it a real 
privilege to be part of this 
experience.’

Oban High School pupils 
Alik Aleynik and Silke 
Burrows received a special 
thanks at the opening cere-
mony. 

Alik and Silke were cho-
sen as joint winners in the 
design a logo competition, 
with their entries being 
combined to create the New 
Hope logo.

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Optician puts focus on charity’s donation initiative
AN OPTICIANS on George Street, Oban, 
pledged its support for an Oban charity 
and recently visited the group to deliver 
a trolley full of food donations.

Hope Kitchen, which helps to feed more 
than 40 people per day, launched a ‘Take 
in a Tin’ campaign earlier this year and 
Specsavers Oban answered the call.

A ‘jazzed-up’ shopping trolley was 
placed in Specsavers to encourage and 
collect donations.

The store team, with help from the com-
munity, � lled the trolley with tins and 
bags of  food which they then presented 
to Hope Kitchen to help those in need.

Ken Macdonald, Specsavers Oban store 
director, said: ‘Buying a couple extra cans 
in a weekly shop and then donating them 
is a simple gesture that can have such 
a huge positive impact on the lives of 
others.

‘It’s been fantastic to see the support 
from the local community and our store 
team which has allowed us to make a 
great donation to Hope Kitchen. A big 
thank you to everyone involved.’

Specsavers sta�  stand in front of the ‘jazzed up’ trolley 
� lled with donations. 

Lord Lieutenant Patrick Stewart, left, opened the new premises, along with Hope Kitchen trustee Ken Oxland, Stuart Chalmers, 
chairman, and manager Lorraine MacCormick.
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Final work under way for 
Oban’s £33,000 playpark
A WILLING band of volun-
teers from SGN (Scottish Gas 
Network) helped create the 
groundwork for the next stage 
of the playpark development at 
Atlantis Leisure.

Staff were onsite at the 
playpark last week to clear the 
under-fives area and do some 
tidying up in the garden as part 
of their company’s community 
action programme, under 
which they donate a day’s work 
to benefit a good cause in the 
community.

Maurice Wilkins, who is head-
ing up the voluntary Keep Oban 
Beautiful group, was also onsite 
to direct work in the garden.

Chairwoman of Friends of 
Oban Community Playpark 
Lyndsay Elliot explained: ‘Staff 
will be further involved in tidy-
ing up in the garden and we’re 
looking for volunteers to help 

with weeding and planting later 
in the year.

‘Aidan MacIntyre phoned me 
up a few weeks ago and offered 
their services and we were 
delighted to take up their offer.

‘Wicksteed will be onsite from 
Monday July 17 for about five 
weeks to install the under-fives 
playpark.

‘We plan to have a joint open-
ing party with Atlantis Com-
munity Leisure on October 1 to 
celebrate its 25th birthday and 
to say thanks for completing the 
playparks after six years of hard 
work.’

Ms Elliot continued: ‘People 
can get in touch with Maurice 
via the Keep Oban Beautiful 
Facebook group.’

Ms Elliot also thanked Home-
base and Rembrand Timber for 
donations of gravel and wood 
for the garden.

The under-fives playpark is the 
final piece of work undertaken 
by the playpark committee 

following the previous playpark 
being condemned for use by the 
local authority.

Altogether the group has 
raised £334,000. Ms Elliot con-
tinued: ‘I would like to thank 

all the local people, groups and 
businesses who have supported 
this project over the years.’

The Oban Times petition for safety improvements on 
the A85. 

People in North Argyll have lost far too many friends and family in accidents on the 
A85 between Oban and Connel.  

PLEASE SIGN BELOW: 

Address .....................................................
...................................................................
...................................................................

Tel .............................................................

Email ........................................................
..................................................................

Name ......................................................................................................................

and send to The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB, or sign the 
petition online at www.obantimes.co.uk/stayalive85

THE Oban Times continues its 
Stay Alive on the A85 campaign 
this week by focusing on the 
beginning of the road.

The A85 starts at Argyll Square 
in Oban, and runs through the 
town centre. However, potholes, 
traffic jams and parking problems 
have all been associated with this 
urban stretch of the route.

When The Oban Times asked 
a taxi driver what he thought of 
the road, he replied: ‘The one 
covered in potholes?’

‘I’ve just spent £400 on a new 
suspension. That is what we are 
facing. It is not a road.’

When asked what could be 
done to improve the road, he 
said: ‘What they need to do is 
build a multi-storey car park at 
the Corran Halls and a massive 
roundabout at the high school.’

Ian Duff, another taxi driver, 
thinks the issues with the A85 
start with the traffic congestion 
on Soroba Road.

‘The planning department in 

Lochgilphead is the problem,’ 
he said. ‘Why are they allowing 
60 new houses to be built behind 
the hospital?

‘That is approximately 90 
more cars on the road and there 
has been no new infrastructure 
put in place. That’s going to add 
more traffic. There is only one 
road you can go down and there 
has been no new infrastructure.

‘Last week the traffic was still 
backed up at 10am. We have to 
take into account the small busi-
nesses that are suffering by being 
stuck in the traffic. No-one seems 
prepared to do anything about it.’

The Oban Times has created a 

petition with the aim of making 
the road safer for drivers and 
passengers, in particular be-
tween Oban and Connel.

To support the campaign, cut 
out and sign the petition slip, 
below, and hand it into The 
Oban Times office, or alterna-
tively sign our online petition 
by searching ‘Stay Alive on 
the A85’ at change.org. People 
can also collect campaign car 
stickers from The Oban Times  
office, Oban Phoenix Cinema, 
the Bid4Oban office in Steven-
son Street, the Halfway House 
petrol station, Tesco, Lidl and 
Dunbeg Village Stores.

Oban centre is highlighted 
in Stay Alive campaign

The A85 starts at Argyll Square in Oban.

University 
has eyes on 
new degree

Marie Curie 
in call for 
volunteers

THE UNIVERSITY of the 
Highlands and Islands (UHI) 
has announced plans to develop 
a BSc degree in optometry to 
address the growing demand for 
eye care services in the region.

A proposal has been submitted 
to the General Optical Council 
and UHI is working with 
stakeholders to develop the new 
course.

This is part of the university’s 
wider plans to develop a School 
of Health, Social Care and Life 
Sciences which will expand its 
curriculum to meet the needs of 
the region.

Professor Crichton Lang, dep-
uty principal of the university, 
said: ‘We are delighted to be 
working in innovative ways with 
industry partners to develop and 
deliver this BSc degree in the 
region.

‘This initiative will boost 
career opportunities, strengthen 
the supply of qualified op-
tometrists to the industry and 
contribute to the overall delivery 
of high-quality health and social 
care to our communities.’

Dr Kathy Morrison and 
Dr Lesley Rousselet of NHS 
Education for Scotland, said: 
‘NES are pleased to support this 
opportunity for local, targeted 
optometry education in North-
ern Scotland, which should 
provide the area with confident 
practitioners.’

MARIE CURIE is calling in 
Argyll residents to donate a few 
hours a week to support people 
living with a terminal illness, and 
their families locally.

Known as Marie Curie Helper 
Volunteers, the free service 
provides vital support to an 
individual and their family who 
are looking for companionship, 
emotional support or practical 
information.

Every volunteer is extensively 
trained before being matched 
with someone in the local area 
and also receives ongoing sup-
port. Typically a volunteer would 
spend up to three hours a week 
visiting someone at home or 
talking over the phone.

Marie Curie Helper Volunteer 
Manager Alison Craig, based in 
Oban, said: ‘When you’re living 
with a terminal illness it can 
be very isolating, especially for 
anyone who doesn’t see family or 
friends regularly.

‘Our helper volunteers can 
make a real difference by simply 
giving their time to listen and 
talk, perhaps helping with small 
tasks about the house or joining 
in on a shopping trip.

‘We’re looking for anyone over 
18 who can offer up to three 
hours a week. No qualifications 
or previous experience is needed 
and we provide everything you 
need to know and offer support 
every step of the way. We know 
our volunteers find it hugely 
rewarding and see for themselves 
the difference it makes to the 
families they support.’

In addition to new volunteers, 
Alison is also partnering with 
local community groups to train 
existing volunteers who already 
support people in a similar 
befriending capacity, saying: ‘I’d 
urge anyone interested to contact 
me directly on 0800 304 7027 via 
email on argyllandbutehelper@
mariecurie.org.uk or go online to 
mariecurie.org.uk/helper.’

AN INSPIRATIONAL young 
woman from Oban has risen 
to the challenge to achieve the 
highest award in Girlguiding.

Amanda MacNeill, 22, was 
presented with her Queen’s 
Guide Award at the House of 
Commons earlier this month 
by Val Elliott, who chairs Girl-
guiding’s board of trustees, and 
Sally Illsley, deputy chief guide.

To achieve the prestigious 
award, Amanda, who works as a 
receptionist at the Isle of Eriska 
Hotel and is a leader at the 1st 
Taynuilt Brownies and a mem-
ber of Girlguiding Scotland’s 

Lones senior section, took on 
a series of personal challenges 
in areas such as social action, 
voluntary work and travel.

Fewer than 150 Girlguiding 
members are presented with the 
award each year and they have 
to complete their challenges 
before they turn 26.

Amanda took two and a half 
years to finish her challenges. 
These included helping more 
girls in her local area to join the 
fun and adventure of Girlguid-
ing Scotland, learning to swim 
and going on her first trip to 
London.

Amanda said: ‘As part of the 
Queen’s Guide Award you have 
to learn new skills and I’m par-
ticularly proud that I was able 
to learn how to swim after so 
long – it was a fantastic sense of 
achievement.

‘Doing my Queen’s Guide 
Award has shown me that, even 
when you face challenges and 
setbacks, if you persevere, you 
can achieve something amazing.’

To find out more about joining 
Girlguiding Scotland as or 
becoming an adult volunteer, 
visit www.girlguidingscotland.
org. uk/get-involved.

Oban girl honoured with top Guides award

NHS Highland’s annual review for 
2016-17 is to be held on Thursday  
August 31 in the Macdonald 
Resort, Aviemore with Aileen 
Campbell, minister for public 
health, in attendance.

Members of the public can 
attend the open session which 
will start at 2pm.

Further details on the annual 
review will be made available on 
the NHS Highland website.

NHS August review

Amanda receives her award from Val Elliott.

Volunteers take a break from their preparation for the playpark’s construction. 
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OT

A GIGHA Primary School pupil has won a top award at 
Gardening Scotland 2017.

Bailey Bannatyne was this year’s winner of the ‘One 
Planet Picnic Garden People’s Favourite’ category at the 
annual gardening event at Ingliston near Edinburgh.

The competition is run by Keep Scotland Beautiful and 
this year celebrates Scotland’s Year of History, Heritage 
and Archaeology.

Nine-year-old Bailey used the isle of Gigha as her in-
spiration and created a garden which expressed her love 
for the island and its beautiful natural heritage.

Talking about her design, she said: ‘My dad and I went 
for a walk around Gigha and saw so many different flow-
ers. I wanted to make a garden that was a map of that so 
I went home and we decided on the plan.

‘On my plan I put watercress for the golf course; azaleas 
for Achamore Gardens; lavender for the purple flowers 
that bees on Gigha love; sand and rocks for our beautiful 
beaches; driftwood for the Giant’s Tooth; a mini king 
palm tree; flowers of the sea; mixed herbs and grass for 
our cows to make lovely, creamy milk and painted stones 
for the houses and buildings.’

Bailey’s garden is currently being reconstructed on 
Gigha as part of the school’s gardening projects.

These projects include new vegetable pallet gardens, 
three more One Planet Picnic Gardens and The Bee 
Wild project. This micro restoration project on the 
school grounds is being run in partnership with Amy 
Wilson Arts and supported by Grow Wild, Kew Gardens 
and the Big Lottery Fund.

AFTER a successful 
inaugural year, Saturday 
July 15 sees the Isle of 
Lismore hold its second 
agricultural show.

The show will take place 
at 5 Craiganich, beginning 
at 9am, with judging 
starting at 10.45am.

There will also be a 
dog show at 2pm.  Entry 
to the dog show will be 
open to everyone.  There 
will also be a variety of 
stalls offering hot food, 
handicrafts, food produced 
in the local community and 
a raffle. A licensed bar will 
also be available. 

Entry to the show is £3 for 
adults. Free entry for under 
16s. Everyone welcome.

Food will also be available 
at the Lismore Heritage 
cafe and The Nippy Chippy 
at Acnachroish.  A taxi 
service and bike hire are 
available on the island.

For further details visit 
www.isleoflismore.com

LISMORE resident Anna 
Stewart was among a team 
of carers which won the 
Scottish Care at Home 
and Housing Support 
Award 2017 for Innovative 
Practice. Congratulations 
go to Anna for this 
wonderful achievement.

A PRIMARY two pupil from Ulva Primary School has 
won a national engineering competition.

Bruce Cutlack fought off stiff competition from more 
than 12,000 entries to win the primary two age category 
of the Scottish Engineering Leaders Award.

The whole of Ulva Ferry Primary School took part in 
the competition and pupils were asked to design some-
thing that could be built to help solve a problem.

After discussing a range of issues in class, Bruce 
focused on the problem of plastic pollution in earth’s 
oceans. The talented youngster designed a submarine 
which sucks up tiny plastic balls known as nurdles and 
then uses these nurdles to power the craft. He was 
invited to a prizegiving ceremony at Barony Hall, the 
University of Strathclyde, where he was presented with 
a glass award and certificate. All the children at Ulva 
had fantastic original ideas and, prior to designing their 
entries, two local engineers visited the school to talk to 
them about what a career in engineering involves. 

These were John Nicolson, TSL contractor’s regional 
construction manager, and Moray Finch, the general 
manager of Mull and Iona Community Trust.

MEMBERS of Western Isles Council’s Policy and 
Resources Committee will be asked to note a report on 
preparations for the 100th anniversary of the loss of the 
Iolaire.

The Scottish Commemorations Panel has indicated 
the remembrance of the HMY Iolaire disaster will be 
the culmination of the official programme of commem-
orative events. It is proposed the comhairle will host a 
civic event in remembrance of the Iolaire disaster. The 
event would be on December 31, 2018, into January 1, 
2019. Part of the preparations for the event will be the 
re-instatement of the path leading down to the Iolaire 
monument.

Further to the works generated by the reinstatement of 
the path, there is a proposal to erect a sculpture includ-
ing interpretation panels, reflecting the loss of the HMY 
Iolaire and the impact on the communities of Lewis and 
Harris. An Lanntair is taking forward the proposal and 
is currently in discussion with the artist concerning the 
final brief and approaching funding agencies to put 
together finance.

In addition to a sculpture near the site of the memorial, 
consideration is being given to having a sculpture in 
Stornoway town centre which would serve as a marker 
to inform and encourage visitors to visit the memorial 
site. Communities have also expressed an interest in 
replicating a smaller version of the final sculpture in 
each community which suffered losses.

GRIMSAY Community Association (GCA) 
has received an offer of funding from the Outer 
Hebrides LEADER programme.

Since acquiring the former mission house, 
reuniting it in community ownership with the 
neighbouring centre at Ceann na h-Àirigh (the 
former Free Church), GCA has been working on 
plans and funding applications.

The award of £122,234 is a contribution to-
wards community plans for the redevelopment 
of the site to provide a boat hall to display some 
of the Grimsay boats and tell the story of the 
Stewart boatbuilders, which will be the only 
maritime visitor attraction in the Western Isles. 

Also planned is more cafe seating in an attrac-
tive conservatory extension, an area for weekly 

markets, offices GCA and an exciting pro-
gramme of activities and hands-on workshops.

THE SUMMER season on Grimsay is already 
busy with Talk on Tuesday proving popular with 
a full house every night.
Talks are held at 7pm on the first Tuesday of the 
month at Ceann na h-Àirigh, Grimsay.

LOCHGILPHEAD High School 
pupils have flown the flag for Argyll 
and Bute at a Scottish showcase for 
teenage entrepreneurs.

The school team, West Coasters, 
represented Argyll and Bute Council 
at the Young Enterprise Scotland 
(YES) national awards.

They were one of 15 schools from 
across Scotland at the finals at Hamp-
den in Glasgow.

The YES programme is a year-long 
business experience for S5 and S6 

pupils. It sees teams set up their own 
companies, which helps them develop 
a wide range of skills. 

They are supported by mentors from 
the local business community and all 
their activities are pupil-led.

Lochgilphead High had two groups 
taking part in the scheme over the 
past academic year – West Coasters 
and Droift.

West Coasters produced hand-de-
signed framed artwork to sell and 
Droift used seashells and driftwood 

from local beaches to create wind 
chimes, wall hangings and necklaces.

Their managing director, S6 pupil 
Chloe Fairman, was named overall 
joint MD for Scotland.

The West Coasters had to mount a 
display stand, do presentations and 
take part in interviews.

Dunoon Grammar also took part 
in the YES programme. Its company, 
Ma Jar Stick, made bespoke storage 
solutions by mounting jars on wooden 
bases.

FERRY operator CalMac Ferries Limited took over the 
operation of one of Scotland’s shortest ferry services, 
linking the island of Kerrera to the mainland south of 
Oban, on Saturday July 1.

The Transport Scotland contract to provide the mostly 
passenger-only service on the island, which is home to 
just over 50 people, has been integrated into the Clyde 
and Hebrides Ferry Services contract (CHFS) awarded 
to CalMac in 2016.

The new service will be largely unchanged from the 
existing operation with fares and timetables set by 
Transport Scotland.

This will bring the total number of routes operated by 
CalMac to 48 and its fleet to 33 vessels. CalMac current-
ly operates more than 136,000 sailings a year across the 
west coast of Scotland and this route will add around 
2,600 sailings per year to that total.

The current service has been operated for 22 years by 
Kerrera Ferry Ltd, run by local man Duncan McEachen 
who, along with three crewmates, will now become 
CalMac employees.

Mr MacEachen is retaining ownership of the ‘Gylen 
Lady’ so a new vessel has been ordered by Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL). This is currently under 
construction in Shetland.

OWNERS and staff at The 
Lodge on Loch Lomond 
climbed Ben Nevis on 
Wednesday June 14, raising 
more than £2,000 for their 
chosen charity, The Dream 
Maker Foundation.

Staff taking part all nom-
inated charities and had a 
meeting to decide what one 
to go with. 

The Dream Maker 
foundation had a special 
place in the heart of one of 
the organisers as her best 

A BOTANICAL gin from Colonsay has reached the 
finals of the Scottish Gin Awards after only six months 
of trading.

Wild Island Botanic Gin has impressed the judges in 
two categories of the awards, a London Dry Gin taste 
section and excellence in branding.

The spirit is produced in small quantities on an ancient 
copper still at the historic Langley Distillery in the 
Black Country using six botanicals hand gathered on the 
island.

WIG, as it is known, is the first spirits launch for Co-
lonsay Brewery which is celebrating its 10th anniversary 
this year.

Sales director Keith Bonnington said: ‘We are bowled 
over at the success WIG is enjoying after just six months.

‘We have secured listings in hundreds of on and off 
trade outlets the length of the UK and are the signature 
pour in two Michelin-starred restaurants, as well as a 
listing in Selfridges department stores. It took us nearly 
two years to get to the launch of this product, working 
closely with master distiller Rob Dorsett at Langley to 
forge the right bond between his distilling genius and our 
Hebridean botanicals. The results speak for themselves.’

One of the first stockists of Wild Island Botanical Gin 
was the prestigious Valhalla’s Goat in Glasgow.

A spokesman for the shop said: ‘As huge fans of the 
Colonsay beers, we were beyond elated to hear of the 
new project – Wild Island Gin – and couldn’t wait to get 
our hands on it. Keith and the team didn’t disappoint. 
Wild Island Gin has quickly become our best-seller out 
of the 70 gins we stock. The botanicals are beautifully 
balanced, a real spearmint note shining through on the 
extremely smooth finish.’ 

WIG is also on sale at West Coast outlets, including 
the Kitchen Garden and Whisky Shop in Oban and the 
Green Welly in Tyndrum. The finals of the Scottish Gin 
Awards are to be held in Glasgow in September.

Proud of SAMS
I HAVE had the privilege of 
visiting the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS) at 
Dunstaffnage on a couple of 
occasions.

I’ve been able to meet some of 
the teams there to hear about the 
excellent research and work that 
is being carried out.

SAMS is a world-class institu-
tion doing cutting-edge studies 
and earning itself an enviable 
reputation for its state-of-the-art 
work.

So it came as little surprise – 
though with a healthy measure of 
pride – when I read that Professor 
David Pond from SAMS is 
helping to lead a £10 million 
research programme that will 
investigate how the Arctic Ocean 
is changing.

Professor Pond is one of more 
than 20 researchers from 16 UK 
institutes now heading for the 
Arctic. 

As we report this week, there 
are 76 scientists within the 

programme itself, with the lead 
investigators based at SAMS. 
Doesn’t it make you want to puff 
out your chest just a little that 
such influential work is centred 
on our doorstep in Dunstaffnage?

Great news for Oban
MORE good news came these 
past few days with the announce-
ment that the Caledonian sleeper 
service has introduced a new 
bus connection service from 
Crianlarich to the town.

The new service will, they say, 
help to make journeys from 
London to the West Coast more 
efficient.

We have been reporting 
frequently in recent times that 
the economy in Oban and Argyll 
is booming, with a surge in the 
tourism sector that is bringing 
increasing prosperity to the area.

What makes this story even 
more appealing is the fact that 
the new service involves West 
Coast Motors in the 14-week 
trial, which hopefully will allow 

visitors to take a direct route to 
Oban without having to wait at 
Crianlarich for connecting rail 
services. With new hotels in the 
pipeline and the refurbished Perle 
Hotel (formerly the Caledonian) 
re-opened, the future looks 
brighter than ever.

Deep into history
I WAS intrigued to learn last 
week about the archaeological 
excavation taking place at Rubha 
Port an t-Seilich on the east coast 
of Islay.

The dig, according to 
Steven Mithen, chairman of 
Islay Heritage and a professor of 
archaeology at Reading Univer-
sity, is helping ‘to add a whole new 
chapter to history of Scotland: it 
begins within the ice age and falls 
with the Palaeolithic (old stone 
age) time period’.

Professor Mithen says elsewhere 
in this week’s paper that ‘14,500 
years ago, these were the first 
signs that, while the Scottish 
Highlands had still been covered 

by ice and Britain joined by land 
to the continent, ice age hunter-
gatherers had come to explore the 
furthest north-west margin of the 
ice age world’.

He adds that ‘the Palaeolithic 
stone tools at Rubha Port an 
t-Selich remain undisturbed 
where they had once been lost or 
discarded. 

‘As such, there is the opportu-
nity to expose and excavate an 
ice age campsite in Scotland for 
the first time, although quite 
how much will have survived 
remains unknown. An excavation 
and research programme by the 
charity Islay Heritage (www.
islayheritage.org) working with 
the University of Reading began 
in April 2017’.

I look forward with interest to 
hearing about more developments 
from the excavations.

What do you think?
WRITE to me at The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4 HB, 
or by email to mlaing@obantimes.

At Random MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.ukmlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Kerrera

Ulva Ferry

Gigha

Cash boost for Grimsay maritime attraction plan

Colonsay

The successful gin.Stornoway

National success for Young Enterprise group
The successful Lochgilphead High School students.

friend’s little sister had been 
diagnosed with leukemia 
nearly two years ago.  

The Dream Maker foun-
dation had a huge impact in 
lifting the little girl’s spirits 
throughout her treatment.  

The team agreed this 
was the charity to go for 
and hoped their efforts 
would help to make other 
children’s lives a bit more 

bearable during such a 
difficult time. 

A Just Giving page was 
set up for the climb, raising 
more than £1,000.

After the climb was com-
pleted, with everyone mak-
ing it to the top, the owners 
of the hotel Niall and Ann, 
who also took part in the 
climb, announced they were 
going to match what the 
staff had raised personally, 
bringing the total to more 
than £2,000.

Lismore 
show time

Loch Lomond

The successful fundraisers who climbed Ben Nevis.

Scaling the heights for charity

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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MORVERN lines
Past tale of a forgotten 
corner of Morvern
ONE of the pleasures of writing this 
column is the interesting feedback and 
information which arrives from readers 
almost weekly. The following is a fine 
example.

‘Although I have passed Morvern 
many times – usually en route to Coll 
– I have had the joy of only four visits 
to your part of the world. One was a 
night anchored in Loch Aline and one 
was a brief visit in a small boat from 
Tobermory to Drimnin. Two others 
were nights spent at anchor in Loch 
Drumbuie in 1966 and 1968, if my 
records are correct.

‘We were nearly at the end of a glo-
rious fortnight’s cruising on the yacht 
Zuleika. She was built at Tighnabruaich 
in 1909 and was in good condition, but 
perhaps lacked some of the amenities 
one might expect to find on a modern 
fibreglass yacht.

‘We had spent two nights at the one 
spot – Acarsaid Mhor, South Rona – 
because it was so warm, and the skipper, 
Ronnie, had hinted at us spending a full 
day exploring Rona and maybe walking 
up to the lighthouse.

‘ “Sounds a great idea, skipper. We 
were just going to do a basic wash of 
some clothes first and put them up on 
the rigging. Can we do some washing 
for yourself?”

‘ “No.  No need. I have an automatic 
washing machine. I will let you see it in 
a few days.”

‘No further questions were asked of 
Ronnie. We knew from the past days’ 
sailing that he was a bit of a wind-up 
merchant.

‘And, so, we arrived one afternoon 

at the wonderful anchorage of Loch 
Drumbuie, Morvern. We all went 
ashore, taking the cans for topping up 
the yacht’s fresh water supply. Ronnie 
led us up the hillside from the shore 
and removed a few small boulders from 
a burn.  

‘He then lifted his previous fortnight’s 
washing and refilled the “machine”. He 
had been using this method of washing 
his clothes for many years and found it 
very economic in electricity and wash-
ing powder, and remarkably efficient 
in its cleaning power. We then filled 
the water cans at a suitable spot just 
upstream.

‘As we headed back to the dinghy, 
Ronnie suggested a walk along the 
shore would lead us to a most interest-
ing old cottage. And, wow, we found 
Doirlinn! First we read all the “tourist” 
information that was pinned to the 
door.

“Please come in and enjoy our hos-

pitality in our absence. You will find a 
little food, kettle, fuel and lamps, but 
please respect our trust. This is not a 
derelict house or a rich man’s toy, but 
a holiday centre for schoolchildren. 
Please do not damage our house or 
take away our equipment. Thank you! 
Please fasten the door to prevent sheep 
becoming trapped inside. If you use 
the canoe, watch it, it leaks. More coal 
in sack in end part of house. Saw for 
more logs in bottom drawer. If you burn 
timber from next door (where canoe is) 
please use only the moth-eaten stuff.

‘We accepted the invitation, and went 
inside to find a “dream”. Downstairs, 
on a wall of the “lounge” was an Ord-
nance Survey map of the area. In the 
style of Arthur Ransome (of Swallows 
and Amazons), some place names had 
been changed. So, there were locations 
such as Smugglers’ Cove and Shark Bay 
pencilled in. Upstairs, beds were ready 
for the arrival of the youngsters, with 

the blankets neatly folded and pair of 
boots sitting tidily with the stockings 
tucked in. In the kitchen, some tinned 
food and fuel. But, most amazing of 
all, was the small pile of money on the 
kitchen table and a log book of visiting 
yachts. Not to be spent at the one shop? 
Help, where’s the shop?

‘Ronnie later told us that he had met 
the leaders on a few occasions. Each 
year they arrived after a drive of a few 
hundred miles. The journey ended by 
following the road along the Sound 
of Mull westwards from Lochaline to 
Drimnin and then over the headland to 
Loch Sunart and to their cottage. The 
last mile or two also involved crossing 
an old metal bridge which we noted had 
a disclaimer from the local authority. I 
wonder how it is now?’

The cottage at Dorlin was once an 
inn, a shop and a school. In 1871, four 
young men from Glenborrodale were 
drowned in Loch Sunart when their 
small boat capsized after a party. A 
search was made the following day but 
it wasn’t until several days later the 
bodies were discovered close to one 
another near Glenborrodale Point. 
Shortly afterwards the spirit licence 
was removed.

The tenant of Dorlin for many years 
was a schoolmaster from mid-Staf-
fordshire called Clifford Kershaw who, 
every year, brought up work parties. 
I had the pleasure of meeting him on 
Loch Sunart in the 1960s.

We were in canoes; he had a cat 
sitting on his spray deck and I had two 
Jack Russell terriers on mine. It was an 
interesting meeting conducted some 
yards apart! Dorlin is being restored 
and is no longer an open bothy.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Dorlin Cottage, Loch Sunart. Photograph: Cli� ord Kershaw

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  
Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Out enjoying 
the summer 
sun in the 
garden 
when it all 
kicks off...

Stop fussing dad, 
what’s the worst 
that can happen?

Ryan, 
please be 
careful 
when you’re 
kicking that 
football 
about.

Suárez, he 
nutmegs 
Ronaldo, he 
passes to 
Messi, Messi 
shoots and...

Don’t panic I’ll 
call Cairngorm 
Group’s 
Window Doctor 
to come and 
make an 
emergency 
repair, whilst 
Ryan goes and 
apologises 
to the 
Neighbours!

OT

The quest to fi nd ice-age 
hunter-gatherers on Islay
Written by Steven Mithen, 
chairman of Islay Heritage and 
Professor of Archaeology at the 
University of Reading.

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
excavation at the site of Rubha 
Port an t-Seilich on the east coast 
of Islay is helping to add a whole 
new chapter to the history of 
Scotland: it begins within the ice 
age and falls with the Palaeolithic 
(‘old stone age’) time period.

Just a few years ago, the consen-
sus was that people first arrived 
in Scotland around 10,000 years 
ago, within the period we call the 
Mesolithic (‘middle stone age’). 
That was after the glaciers of the 
last ice age had melted, sea level 
risen and woodland spread across 
what had once been tundra.

Mesolithic hunter-gatherers 
had lived by hunting deer and 
wild boar, gathering plant foods 
and raw materials from the 
woodlands, and exploiting the 
rich resource of the rivers, coast-
lines and the sea.

Numerous Mesolithic camp-
sites have been discovered and 
excavated throughout Scotland, 
revealing their characteristic 
‘micro lithic’ stone tools, often 
made from flint nodules and used 
for arrow tips and barbs, knife 
blades and awls.

The Mesolithic people survived 
for more than 5,000 years, until 
that ancient hunter-gatherer life-
style disappeared with the advent 
Neolithic (‘new stone age’). This 
most likely arose from the arrival 
of new people, not only bringing 
domesticated sheep and cattle 
but new attitudes to the land in-
volving the construction of large 
burial monuments and standing 
stones.

Although some archaeologists 
had always suspected people may 
have been present in Scotland 
during the final stages of the Pal-
aeolithic, the first hard evidence 
was only discovered in 2010.

Within an assemblage of 
stone tools collected from a 
ploughed field at Howburn in 
South Lanarkshire, there were 
the distinctive arrowheads of 
ice age hunters, these previously 
only known from archaeological 
sites in continental Europe, and 
sparsely in southern Britain.

Most likely dating to 14,500 
years ago, these were the first 
signs that while the Scottish 
Highlands had still been covered 
by ice and Britain joined by land 
to the continent, ice-age hunter-
gatherers had come to explore 
the furthest north-west margin of 
the ice-age world.

While the Howburn discovery 
was sensational, it was also 
frustrating. The ice-age stone 
tools were found in ploughed soil, 

mixed up with not only those of 
the Mesolithic, but also the late 
Neolithic and Bronze Age. There 
were no associated settlement re-
mains, and hence no way to date 
the finds or to discover anything 
more about what must have been 
intrepid ice-age explorers.

The chance to make headway 
with Scotland’s ice-age past has 
now arisen at the site of Rubha 
Port an t-Selich, on the east coast 
of Islay. Pigs rooting among the 
bracken in 2009 first exposed 
Mesolithic stone tools at this 
stunning location. Small-scale 
test excavations were undertaken 
in 2010 and 2013.

These discovered Palaeolithic 
stone tools below the debris of the 
Mesolithic campsite. Although 

only a few were recovered within 
the test trench, they were suffi-
ciently distinctive to be attributed 
to the Ahrensburgian culture of 
around 12,000 years ago.

That likely date was confirmed 
by the analysis of tephra – vol-
canic glass – within the sediments 
immediately above the stone 
tools that could be dated to 
volcanic eruptions in Iceland at 
around 11,000 years ago*. It is 
possible that older stone tools 
remain undiscovered at this site.

Unlike the Howburn discovery, 
the Palaeolithic stone tools at 
Rubha Port an t-Selich remain 
undisturbed where they had once 
been lost or discarded. As such, 
there is the opportunity to expose 
and excavate an ice-age campsite 

in Scotland for the very first time, 
although quite how much will 
have survived remains unknown.

An excavation and research 
programme by the charity Islay 
Heritage (www.islayheritage.
org), working with the University 
of Reading, began in April 2017.

This opened up a large trench 
to start excavating the Mesolithic 
deposits, with their enormous 
quantities of stone tools and the 
debris from their manufacture. 
Charred hazelnut shells (hazel-
nuts were a key food source), and 
fragments of bones from the ani-
mals that had once been hunted 
were also abundant.

A large fireplace has been iden-
tified, constructed within a niche 
between large stone boulders. 

This is also likely to have been the 
focus for the ice-age hunters who 
came to Rubha Port an t-Seilich, 
and will be the target for the next 
season of excavation in the spring 
of 2018.

*For full details see Mithen, S. 
et al 2015. A Lateglacial archae-
ological site in the far north-west 
of Europe at Rubha Port an 
t-Seilich, Isle of Islay, western 
Scotland. Journal of Quaternary 
Science 30, 396-416.

Above, the excavation at Rubha Port an t-Seilich, April 2017, looking eastwards across the Sound of 
Islay towards the Isle of Jura; and, right, a stone arrowhead from Rubha Port an t-Seilich, made in the 
distinctive style of the Ahrensburgian ice age culture and likely to date to around 12,000 years ago.
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Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Days gone by – 1964
With the festival season upon us, this week’s picture was taken at the Argyllshire Gathering in 1964. But do you know 
the gentlemen in the photograph? We’d love to hear from you if you do. Write to us at either of the addresses above.

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Much has been written and said about the boom times 
being enjoyed economically by the Highlands in 

general and Oban and Argyll in particular.
A surge in the number of tourists visiting the area has 

been attributed to various causes – including the prolif-
eration of cruise ships, the effect of Brexit and a trend 
for ‘staycations’. Whatever the reasons, the increase in 
visitor numbers is very welcome.

And, of course, we have seen the transformation of the 
former Caledonian Hotel into the Perle and the begin-
ning of construction work on a new Premier Inn for the 
town, including the prospect of bringing in new workers. 

There are, indeed, many more instances that could be 
quoted of companies investing in Argyll’s future.

However, while all that is hugely positive, there are 
questions that must be asked about sustainability in 
the light of a major report which ranks the Highlands 
among the worst places in Britain for broadband speeds.

MSP Rhoda Grant is right to voice concerns about the 
situation, though we welcome Connectivity Secretary 
Fergus Ewing’s reassurance that the Scottish Govern-
ment is on track to deliver fibre broadband to at least 95 
per cent of premises by the end of this year. We hold him 
to that pledge and trust he will deliver.

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Social media

Islands cannot cope 
with tourist invasion
Sir,
It is with a heavy heart that I have 
witnessed events of the past few weeks 
pertaining to the Scottish Govern-
ment and its bedfellow CalMac.

The service was initially set up by 
David McBrayne as a social lifeline 
for the benefit of residents on the 
Hebridean islands. That is no longer 
the case. 

An onslaught has recently taken 
place with an invasion of vehicles and 
visitors onto our already poor quality 
roads. 

Islanders who were hoping that work 
would have been completed by now 
to create two-lane roads have been 
badly let down. This latest invasion 
by outsiders has been prompted with 
funding that should have gone to 
improving all roads from the Butt 
to Barra. The invaders restrict our 
movements. For example, many, es-
pecially delivery drivers and such, are 
much later in getting home at night 
due to the  amount of vehicles and the 
time spent in passing places.

This is totally wrong and abhorrent 
to the genuine islanders suffering this 
intrusion  into their daily movements. 
This needs to be corrected, and 
quickly.

Incidentally, there is no need for any 
extra boats. What is needed are boats 
that actually sail, and give the proper 
and the instituted service to islanders.

I am ashamed of our leaders and 
how they have betrayed us.

Aonghas Eoghainn Mhoir,
Gearraidh Na Monadh,
Uibhist a Deas.

Disputes are causing 
problems with care
Sir,
There are ongoing disputes between 
NHS Highland and Argyll and Bute 
Council about care packages being 
cancelled due to lack of funding, 
which causes an even greater strain 
on GPs.

Social workers are saying they now 
have to prioritise access to care, which 
means that many of those who need 
care are not getting any. This can 
cause severe stress and depression but 
nothing is being done about it. 

I mentioned this on my last visit to 
a GP and was told that GPs will not 
interfere in disputes between NHS 
Highland and the council.

I also know of a case where a letter 
from an occupational therapist 
said there was a six-month wait for 
appointments – that was 10 months 
ago and, when trying to find out how 
much longer she would have to wait, 
was told they had no idea. There must 
be many similar instances.

Intregration was supposed to im-
prove things, but instead it is getting 
worse.

David Gallant,
Oban.

Wonderful hospital 
can do even more
Sir,
A major problem is that the IT system 
for hospital appointments has no way 
to input where patients live. You can 
change appointments, but it is compli-
cated and usually results in delays in 
treatment.

I am in my late seventies, live in 
Appin and the best route for me in is 
via Glencoe – despite snow gates in 
winter and caravans in summer. 

The hospital cancelled an 11.30am 
appointment at beginning of Novem-
ber, gave me another for late Novem-
ber at 9am. I cancelled and asked 
for one between 11am and 3pm, was 
given further appointment for 4.30pm 
in December. (I would have faced the 
journey home in darkness, and possi-
bly snow.) I finally got an 11.30am one 
for the last week in January, a delay of 
nearly three months.

We are always hearing of the wonder-
ful video-conferencing system available 
to residents of Skye, but we don’t have 
that here on the mainland. Why?

Not everyone is aware that some pro-
cedures such as CT scans can be done in 
Oban. I have had many CT scans done 
in Lorn and the Islands Hospital, and 
every time I come out I think: ‘What 
an excellent hospital this is. It clean, 
efficient, and has up-to-date equipment 
operated by skilled technicians who 
explain everything. It is beyond price. 
Such West Coast kindness shown by all 
who work there.’

Our wonderful hospital can do 
more, not less, so please enable it to 
do so.

F Gray,
Appin.

Impressed by hospital 
sta�  professionalism
Sir,
Having recently attended Lorn and 
the Islands Hospital in Oban, we 
continue to be impressed by the pro-
fessionalism, courtesy and dedication 
of its staff.

We have an excellent resource here 
and, despite budgetary and logistical 
constraints, receiver a first-class 
service.

So we are dismayed to see the hos-
pital being disparaged and criticised 
regularly and are concerned that this 
will adversely affect morale and may 
discourage potential applicants from 
coming to work here. Despite this, the 
staff remain highly motivated.

The management is trying hard to 
inform people about changes and 
developments. 

Unfortunately, at a poorly attended 
meeting convened for this purpose 
on June 13, there were probably more 
representatives from the NHS and 
volunteer groups than there were 
from the public.

We should celebrate what we have 
and accept that there may be neces-
sary changes in the future. We have 

been assured there will always be an 
Oban hospital and should be very glad 
this is the case.

Stuart and Ann Reid,
Clachan Seil.

Tenants’ concerns 
remain for � re safety
Sir,
Comments from Alastair MacGregor, 
chief executive of Argyll Community 
Housing Association (ACHA), on 
fire safety in ACHA properties are, 
I am afraid, facile, complacent and 
disingenuous, to say the least. After 
all, wasn’t government legislation fol-
lowed when Grenfell Tower was built?

My ACHA home was rewired in 
2013 with, among other things, a 
heavy load immersion heater wired 
through the bathroom electric towel 
rail. This seems pretty idiosyncratic 
to me and caused me to wonder what 
else might be.

And that is only one of my fire safety 
concerns. I have lived in this house 
for 40 years but have never had a fire 
safety check.

My home and my neighbour’s are 
due to be clad later this year – ru-
mours are rife that ACHA houses in 
Benderloch were clad in polystyrene, 
of all things. That may or may not be 
true but we do not want it [cladding] 
at any price.

I telephoned ACHA last year and 
asked to speak to the investment and 
regeneration manager, Iain MacLeod, 
to voice my concerns. He did not 
answer, so I left a message indicating 
that  my neighbour and I did not want 
cladding under any circumstances. I 
left my name, address and telephone 
number but received no response.

Through past experience, we have 
found that tenants are at ACHA’s 
mercy, with no choice. ACHA’s choice 
appears to be to take no action to 
allay tenants’ fears.

All councils and housing associ-
ations should examine their entire 
housing stock for fire safety in all its 
aspects. 

Margaret MacKay,
Barcaldine.

Appeal to trace script 
for Appin Murder play
Sir,
I wonder if your readers can help me 
to find the script of a play by the late 
Angus MacVicar.

The play, entitled Murder in Let-
termore on the subject of the Appin 
Murder, was reportedly performed at 
Duror of Appin as part of the West 
Highland Festival, Festival of Britain 
celebrations, in July 1951.

I suspect the play was not published 
as there is no trace of it in the Nation-
al Library of Scotland catalogue.

I can be contacted at angusstewart@
waitrose.com.

Angus Stewart,
by email.

AS I don’t wish to turn this column 
into the Tiree Scalloping Weekly, I 
promise next week to be back to pleas-
ant subjects such as music, summer 
voyages and special people.

James Laikie’s reply to my piece of 
a few weeks ago was disappointingly 
predictable.

Alongside some misinterpretation of 
my points, some fairly standard-type 
manipulation of my supposed opin-
ions, some mistakes in analysing what 
I ‘appear to think’, an unfortunate 
tone, and reaffirming his lack of 
understanding, there were, however, 
some valid points.

There are, of course, many valid 
points on all sides of the scallop-
dredging and wider marine manage-
ment issue and satisfactory resolution 
and a good future path will only 
come by engagement, education and 
compromise. 

The compromise, of course, must 
always come from all angles but small-
scale, low-impact operators such 
as Coinneach MacKinnon, whom 
James would like to see cease trading, 
should certainly not be bearing the 
brunt of the anti-scallop-dredging 
campaigners.

The lack of knowledge and/or ability 

to differentiate between scales of fish-
ing, types of ground worked and the 
vastly varying resulting impacts is a 
major problem with many anti-fishing 
lobbyists – and this is displayed per-
fectly by Mr Laikie. 

To lump in this small one-boat 
business working on flat sand and 
gravel beds that have been harvested 
sustainably in this way for more than 
60 years with mass industrial fishing 
operations is very unhelpful for all 
sides and can be devastating to the 
lives of the individuals targeted. 

The three jobs provided by this 
operation, as well as the knock-on 
economic benefits ashore and at 
sea may not be of significance on a 
national scale, or to the Laikies, but 
to Tiree they are very important. 

Contrary to what Mr Laikie states, 
this issue has everything to do with 
‘fragile island economies’. The natural 
environment of the world and particu-
larly that of the ocean is in a worrying 
state and action needs to be taken. 
Unfortunately, through ignorance 
and wilful blindness, campaigners 
such as the Laikies are wasting effort 
on easy but non-relevant targets. 

It is much easier to write a letter 
demonising a young fisherman on 

Tiree than to take on big industry – 
fishing and otherwise – doing the real 
damage to the world’s oceans.

I would suggest that if Mr Laikie, 
as he claims, has the ‘utmost respect 
for Tiree’s  fishermen’, then he might 
have engaged with them directly be-
fore writing letters of protest to local 
newspapers. Tiree is a small island 
and it would have been very easy to 
find out about the facts and individ-
uals involved in his chosen subject of 
protest before putting pen to paper. 

If this courtesy had been shown 
originally, then some column inches 
would have been saved and the 
fishermen – ‘sensible’ or otherwise 
– referred to might have been more 
receptive to his views and he may have 
gained a different perspective on the 
issues.

I hope if James and Linda Laikie 
are on Tiree in the future when I am 
home, we might meet over a meal of 
scallops to join in friendly debate. 
I will have sustainably-dredged 
scallops from Coinneach and, out of 
respect for their views, I will offer 
them sustainably-dived ones. 

We may even ceremoniously swap 
during the evening and hopefully 
nobody will be eating parrot.

There was a spirited response of our 
Facebook page to a question about 
gulls and people who feed them.
Mogie Gallagher fumed: ‘People 
should be charged for feeding the 
gulls. The gulls become con� dent and 
come and steal from people’s hands. 
What happens when they attack a child 
to get the food out of their hands and 
seriously injure that child. Rats with 
wings! They are perfectly able to � nd 
food for themselves without people 
feeding them. It just makes my blood 
boil.’
Kerry Crawford posted: ‘Well said 
Mogie – they are the NEDS of the bird 
world and should not be encouraged.’ 
Laura Máirtín recalled: ‘June 2013, 8 
weeks pregnant & about to faint with 
hunger, bought a sandwich and was 
eating it walking through homebase 

car park, one bite in and a Seagull � ew 
down and grabbed it out of my hand – 
felt like the thing actually used its wing 
to knock me on the head as some kind 
of tactic to stun me during the process!’
Gordon Cooper posted: ‘My late dad 
used to feed them � sh scraps out in the 
bungalow scheme in Ganavan, where 
he lived. A few became dozens.... Lots 
of neighbours (rightly) complained 
as the gulls were lining up on their 
rooftops and creating havoc at an 
early hour! A polite visit from a Council 
representative put a stop to my dad’s 
pastime!’
Vincent Thomas Muir blasted: ‘They 
are vermin, beginning, middle and 
end. Go to the seaside and you won’t 
see one because they are all in town 
scavenging from humans. Dumfries is 
plagued by them and all we hear is that 

they are protected. Huh!’
Lilian Kermode wrote: ‘they are a 
b----y pest ,they should be culled right 
back and people feeding them should 
be spot � ned, have seen too many 
people terrorised by them.’
Deborah Gray said: A seagull snatched 
my ice-cream out of my hand on the 
North Pier this afternoon. They would 
not be so bold if people didn’t o� er 
them food.’
John Muir asked: ‘Why does Oban not 
have a gull warden..theyve plenty traf-
� c wardens..so a gull warden would do 
ok for Oban..it would have its pecks..
em perks..you would arrange � ights 
round the bay..if your doing long hours 
you would get peckish..em you could 
go for a gander..em meeting local 
lassies with hiya hen.’
Sarah Walker said: ‘Hate the things.’

CHUALA MI BOIREANNACH a bha an sàs san iomairt 
airson làn-rannsachadh fhaotainn air tubaist bhrònach 
lann-cluiche Hillsborough a’ bruidhinn air an t-sàrachadh 
a dh’fhuiling mòran de na bha an sàs fad faisg air an ochd 
bliadhna fichead bhon a thachair an sgrios uamhasach sin 
air 15 Giblean 1989. 

Tuigidh neach sam bith a th’ air a bhith a’ strì airson 
còraichean ceartais sam bith cho buailteach ‘s a tha e gun 
tachair leithid sin de dhìth-mhisneachadh nuair a tha dao-
ine a’ faireachadh gum bheil iad a’ breabadh an aghaidh 
nan dealg, ‘s gun dòchas adhartais aca. 

Tha suidheachadh den t-seòrsa ag iarraidh neart agus 
diorrasachd, rud glè thric a bhios luchd-iomairt a’ tarraing 
bho chàch a chèile, gus cumail a’ dol. Ruigidh each mall 
muileann uaireannan, agus tha soirbheachadh a bhuannai-
cheas cuid aig amannan an siud ‘s an seo na mhisneachadh 
dha buidhnean eile, agus nach math gur ann mar sin a tha.

Gu follaiseach tha suidheachadh chòraichean na Gàidhlig 
glè eadar-dhealaichte bho thubaist uamhasach Hillsborough, 
ach tha ginealaichean air an aon sheòrsa claoidh fhulang len 
cuid spàirn às leth a’ chànain. Saoilidh mi nach biodh Gàidh-
lig ann an staid cho làidir an-diugh mura b’ e na rinn uimhir 
de Ghàidheil agus caraidean a’ chànain gu saor-thoileach air 
a son, agus tha feum a-nise mar nach robh riamh roimhe gun 
cleachd daoine an cànan a h-uile cothrom a gheibh iad. Chan 
eil teagamh nach e sin an taic as treasa agus as cudromaiche 
is urrainnear a thoirt dhan Ghàidhlig aig an àm seo oir tha a 
h-uile còir agus taic eile an urra ri àireamhan luchd-cleach-
daidh agus tha an tomhas sin gu bhith nas mionaidiche thar 
an ùine romhainn le sporain ionmhais phoblaich a’ sìor fhàs 
nas teinne. Sin cuideachd pàirt den adhbhar airson barrachd 
aire a bhith ga thoirt dha luchd-cleachdaidh na Gàidhlig air 
feadh an t-saoghail, oir feumar neart a’ chànain a thomhas air 
na Gàidheil le chèile.

Mun àm a bhios sibh a’ leughadh seo bidh mise, le ad 

Chinn-suidhe a’ Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich, a’ gabhail pàirt 
ann an co-labhairt leis an ainm ‘A’ Ceangal nan Gàidheal’ 
ann an Ceap Bhreatainn an Alba Nuadh. Ged a tha an t-astar 
mòr, cho-dhùin sinn gum bu chòir dhan Chomunn gabhail 
ris a’ chuireadh a tha a’ dlùthachadh Ghàidheal agus a’ toirt 
cothrom co-obrachaidh às ùr air innleachdan leasachaidh 
dhan chànan air gach taobh den Chuan an Iar. Tha mi ’n 
dòchas gum bi buaidh is piseach aig a’ chruinneachadh agus 
tha mi uasal à Colaiste na Gàidhlig airson a chuir air dòigh.

ONE CAN READILY UNDERSTAND the campaign 
fatigue described by some of those who battled for almost 
28 years to achieve a thorough investigation of the 1998 
Hillsborough stadium tragedy. Their victory does them 
great credit. Gaelic language campaigners also frequently 
experience fatigue and frustration in their pursuit of re-
spect and equality of opportunity for their language. Their 
resilience does them, and their culture, credit.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk
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WIN lunch for 4 people at 
The Deck Restaurant

The Deck Restaurant at the Isle of Eriska, 
is open to residents and non-residents 
with incredible views looking out over 
Eriska’s golf course, towards the loch, 
Lismore and Ardnamurchan mountains, 
the setting is di�  cult to rival!

To enter our competition, answer 
this simply question:
Q.  What is the name of the 
mountains on view from the deck?

Answer................................................... ...............................................................
Name..................................................... ...............................................................
Address ...........................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode .................................................
Telephone..............................................Email......................................................
Terms and conditions: Closing date for entries is midnight, Tuesday 18th July. Wyvex Media and any agencies connected 
with the competition and their families are not eligible to enter. The prize is as stated. Photocopied entry coupons will 
not be accepted.  The winner may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and 
website. This competition is also open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications. Digital subscribers can enter by 
printing this page and submitting their entry along with a letter explaining you are a digital subscriber (please provide 
your email address). The prize must be taken by Thursday 31st August

For your chance to win, simply answer this easy question, complete the coupon 
and post it to The Oban Times, Isle of Eriska Competition, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Entries must be submitted by Tuesday 6th June

Isle of Eriska Hotel would like to send you information. 
If you would not like to be contacted, please tick here. �

Oban group is formed to examine 
failings in ‘broken’ local democracy

OPINION
THE People’s Council is an 
Oban-based voluntary group 
whose members believe local 
democracy in Argyll and Bute 
is broken.

The group meets fortnightly 
to experiment with new ways 
of decision-making, has an on-
going series of workshops and 
talks, and is part of a national 
coalition working towards 
better local democracy (www.
ourdemocracy.scot).

How much say do you feel 
you have in how your town, 
island or village is run? For 
most of us, local decision-mak-
ing is a mystery. A whopping 
96 per cent of residents feel 
uninformed about decisions 
being taken on our behalf, 
while 73 per cent of us feel like 
we have no influence on deci-
sions which affect our towns, 
places and homes.

So why are we so out of the 
loop?

Well, first, there’s the size of 

local government in Scotland. 
We have the biggest council 
areas in Europe, which means 
fewer representatives for more 
people. Local councils on 
the continent serve just 5,630 
people on average. Argyll and 
Bute serves 90,000 of us.

There is also the question of 
representation. The voices of 
all 90,000 of us can as much 
flow through just 36 council-
lors as Niagara Falls could 
flow through that burst pipe at 
the back of the Black Lynn.

On top of that, a quarter of 
the councillors elected for 
the Oban area are effectively 
frozen out of decision-mak-
ing because of their party 
allegiance, while we regularly 
hear the rest of them, who 

are meant to be in the loop on 
our behalf, expressing bemuse-
ment and dismay at council 
decisions over which they ap-
parently had no say but which 
have a huge impact on the lives 
of those they were elected to 
represent.

If we have no influence over 
decisions being made on our 
behalf, and if the councillors 
we elect to represent us are not 
involved in making them, we 
have to accept that the current 
system is broken.

So what can we do about it? 
We want to create a system of 
local decision-making from 
the ground up which is truly 
local, designed by the people 
who use it and open to all. 
Through working together and 

learning as we go, we want to 
gain the confidence we need to 
trust ourselves and each other 
to know what is best for our 
own communities. We want to 
remember we are powerful.

We believe that our com-
munities will flourish when 
we have control over our own 
lives and a say in the decisions 
which affect us. 

Nobody knows what we 
think, want or need better than 
we do. So if you want to join 
the conversation, ask questions 
and take action, join us for the 
next meeting of the People’s 
Council at 7.30pm on Tuesday 
July 11 at the Rockfield Cen-
tre, Oban. All are welcome.

For our next public workshop, 
Glasgow-based rapper, polit-
ical commentator and writer 
Loki (aka Darren McGarvey) 
will be talking about how 
poverty acts as a barrier to 
democracy on Sunday July 
16, from noon to 2pm at the 
Rockfield Centre.

ARGYLL Community Hous-
ing Association (ACHA) has 
just completed its evaluation 
of the first applications from 
Argyll and Bute Schools to the 
10 10 10 initiative.

This initiative was launched 
in November 2016 to com-
memorate ACHA’s 10 years 
as a housing association with 
a 10-year bequest of £10,000 
per year to support initiatives 
in Argyll schools brought 
forward by pupils.

The first awards have gone 
to Tiree High School, Tarbert 
Academy, Port Ellen and 
Bowmore Primaries on Islay, 
Rockfield Primary in Oban, 
Iona Primary, Kirn Primary at 
Cowal, Lochdonhead Primary 
on Mull and Achaleven Prima-
ry in Connel.

The awards have ranged from 
£963 to £1,700 and have covered 
a range of initiatives, including 
developing digital skills, textile 
printing and fabricating, devel-
oping a nature trail, recycling 
initiatives, a childs play facility, 
and instruments and music 
development resources for the 
performing arts.

Alastair MacGregor, ACHA 

chief executive, said: ‘I am 
delighted that the first year 
of the 10 10 10 initiative has 
brought us projects that can 
now go forward with two 
secondary schools and seven 
primary schools benefiting. 
The association wanted our 
10th anniversary to have a 
legacy. 

‘The young people of Argyll 

and Bute are our future and 
this funding supported by the 
environment of our schools 
will help their development on 
a variety of fronts.’

Ann Marie Knowles, Argyll 
and Bute Council’s director 
of community services, said: 
‘I fully welcome the 10 10 10 
programme.

‘It provides increased oppor-

tunities for our children and 
young people to participate in 
a range of learning experienc-
es and I look forward to our 
continued positive partnership 
with ACHA.’

The 10 10 10 legacy will run 
for 10 years with £10,000 made 
available per year to support 
grassroots school initiatives in 
Argyll and Bute.

ACHA makes fi rst awards in new initiative

Achaleven Primary School pupils receive their award from ACHA chief executive Alastair MacGre-
gor accompanied by head teacher Sharon Burt.

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

A FUNDRAISING effort to 
raise £45,000 to send a Fort 
William man with Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS) to Mexico for 
ground-breaking stem cell treat-
ment has been launched.

Twenty-nine-year-old Gary 
Campbell was diagnosed with 
primary progressive MS three 
months ago leaving him now 
virtually unable to walk.

Friends and family have 
launched a massive fundraising 
bid to try and get Gary to the 
other side of the world, where he 

Gary Campbell with partner Leanne Crawford. 

Charlie Pleming, Ruby Tilling and Hannah Hunter at the 
Ardnamurchan awards ceremony. 

can receive Hematopoietic Stem 
Cell Treatment (HSCT) which 
aims to stop MS in its tracks.

It comes after witnessing the 
success of the treatment on 
fellow Fort William MS suffer 
France O’Connell, who trav-
elled to Mexico last year to get 
the treatment.

Speaking to The Oban Times 
last year, Frances, whose family 
and friends raised £28,343 in 
eight months, said: ‘If my story 
can help just one person, a 
person who is trying to find out 
about HSCT, then this was all 
worthwhile.’

And that looks to be the case.

News of Gary’s diagnosis has left 
him and his family overwhelmed. 
Gary and partner Leanne Craw-
ford recently moved to a disability 
home in Caol, close to his mum 
Barbra Campbell.

Barbra told the Lochaber Times 
that while Gary has only recent-
ly been diagnosed, she has been 
watching him suffer for almost 
two years.

‘He started to walk strange 
about a year and a half ago; he 
seemed to be dragging his leg. 
Eventually he went to the doc-
tors who suspected he had an 
under active thyroid. But it just 
all got worse from there, his legs 
would tremble constantly.’

Gary was sent for a brain and 
spinal scan in March and was 
called to Raigmore Hospital 
three weeks later to talk to a 
consultant. Gary and Barbra at-
tended the appointment where 
he was diagnosed.

‘It was extremely upsetting 
for me, but I tried not to show 
it. I think Gary was trying hard 
to put on a brave face too, but 
I could tell how hard it was for 
him to hear. The consultant said 
that with this type of MS, Gary 
will steadily get worse, but it's all 
happening rapidly.

‘He was working in BSW 
Sawmill up until his diagnosis 
but he was struggling long 
before that. I speak to people he 
used to work with who say they 
could see something was wrong 
a long time ago. It’s so difficult 
to watch your son suffer, we just 
don't know where to turn.’

Family and friends are now 

hosting a number of fundraising 
events for Gary, and Barbra said 
the community has been great 
already.

‘It’s a big task for us to take on 
but it’s worth it for him. We will 
try everything we can and hope-
fully this stem cell treatment will 
be a success,’ said Barbra.

‘The whole experience has 
been a complete life changer for 
someone so young. We could do 
with more support from NHS 
Highland.

An NHS Highland spokesper-
son said: ‘After diagnosis the 
support provided to our patients 
is tailored to suit their individual 
needs. When a diagnosis of mul-
tiple sclerosis is confirmed, each 
patient is contacted by one of 
our experienced specialist nurs-
es who goes through options and 
details the wider support avail-
able to them in the community.

‘In the Highland Council area 
there are two MS specialist 
nurses who have a caseload of 
just under 800 patients. Given 
the workload they have, our staff 
have been introducing other 
methods of communications 
with patients, including phone 
calls, texting and emails.

‘We continue to work with 
Gary to provide support and 
advice.’

In just one of many fundraising 
efforts, a bake sale will be held 
on Fort William High Street 
on Saturday July 29 from 10am 
to 2pm. Gary’s friend Mark 
Cutis will also be fundraising by 
running up and down Ben Nevis 
twice in one day.

FIVE north of Scotland 
councils have joined forces to 
tackle ‘big ticket’ road issues.

Members of The Highland 
Council have unanimously 
agreed to the establishment 
of a joint committee with 
Aberdeen City Council, Ab-
erdeenshire Council, Angus 
Council, Argyll and Bute 
Council, Comharlie nan Ei-
lean Siar and Moray Council 
to be known as The Northern 
Roads Collaboration Joint 
Committee.

Allan Henderson, Caol and 
Mallaig councillor and chair-
man of the Places Commit-
tee, which includes transport, 
commended the formation of 
the new committee.

He said: ‘I commend this 
initiative which will help 
Highland Council and our 
partner Northern authorities 
address the ‘big ticket’ road 
issues that affect us all.

‘By working together and 
sharing best practices and 
efficiencies, I am convinced 
our areas will benefit from 
the next five years of the joint 
committee.’

Members agreed that Aber-
deenshire Council will take 
the role of lead authority for 
the first year.

William Gilfillan, director 
of community services, said 
members of the Highland 
Council’s Places Committee 
will receive an annual report 
on the performance, activities 
and achievements of the joint 
committee. It is anticipated 
the new committee will hold 
its first meeting at the end of 
the summer.

ARDNAMURCHAN High 
School pupils have celebrated 
a year of remarkable success.

The school’s annual celebra-
tion of success, held last week, 
was well attended by friends 
and families giving them, staff 
and the community the chance 
to come together to celebrate 
the achievements of the young 
people.

In his speech, head teacher 
Christopher Millar-Craig 
spoke of the remarkable suc-
cesses of young people during 
the session, including winning 
the Highland final of the 
Maths Challenge, the school’s 
record of 100 per cent positive 
destinations for its young 
people, the introduction of the 
Youth Philanthropy Initiative 
and the success of the Gaelic 
Education award.

Mr Millar-Craig spoke of the 
importance of young people 
reflecting on their own views 
and building bridges with 
people of all beliefs in the light 

of recent tragedies and acts of 
terrorism in the UK.

Senior pupils Kate Bradley 
and Innes Ferguson  delivered 
a witty overview of the school 
year and excellent music was 
provided by Janie Paterson 
and Anna Jackson, the high 
school Scratch Band, Jonathan 
Ewers, who gave a classical 
guitar solo, the school’s Mòd 
Folk Group, and Kate Bradley 
on Clarsach.

Special awards this year went 
to Dugald Macintyre, the over-
all school winner, and John 
Clark and Ewan MacDonald, 
who won the rural excellence 
award. The SGEULACHD 
award for enterprise went to 
Ruby Tilling, Rotary Club of 
Lochaber prize for endeavour 
went to Charlie Pleming, the 
Ewan Gillespie Memorial 
Trophy was awarded t Hannah 
Hunter, and Lochaber Hous-
ing Association Cup for Aca-
demic Achievement in 2015-16 
went to Charlie Pleming.

Bid launched to raise 
ground-breaking  
MS treatment cash

Councils 
unite to 
tackle roads

Ardnamurchan High School 
celebrates remarkable year
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An Island Tour 2017

THE HEBRIDEAN Islands are an 
ethereal cornucopia of clear waters, 
ancient castles, friendly fi shermen, 
local festivals and secret coves. 

It is rare that the words ‘remote’ and 
‘accessible’ can be used to describe the 
same destination. However, just a ferry 
ride away, the Hebrides are another 
world. Verdant mountains descend into 
deep, blue lochs; isolated and uninhabited 
islands are yours for the day. And, of 

course, there is proximity to some of the 
fi nest golf courses in the country.

The wildlife of the Hebrides is rich and 
varied, from sea birds to sea urchins, 
from otters to eagles and more. Sail 
among seals, watch whales, chat with the 
dolphins or fi sh for your supper – all in 
pristine waters, where the only sound is 
the splash of the waves against the hull, 
the sounds of the puffi ns or the wind in 
the trees. 

LEWIS

BENBECULA

NORTH UIST

SOUTH
UIST

OUTER
HEBRIDES

Benbecula
The Dark Island

Known as ‘The Dark Island’ in Gaelic poetry, 
Benbecula lies between North and South Uist. 

According to legend, the isle is home to a 
legendary mermaid who is said to be buried here. 

Housing a military base, this tiny island offers 
one-stop shopping with local shops, eateries and 

coffee houses. This year, the wee isle has the 
honour of hosting Uist’s fi rst annual Summer Music 

Festival on July 28, with headline acts including 
Niteworks, The Side, Manran and Tide Lines.

White shell sand beach rocky 
shore of Culla Bay, Benbecula.



Tiree
Tiree boasts some of the most 

stunning beaches in the UK. On a bright 
summer day, it rivals the Caribbean 

for blue waters, plentiful sunshine and 
warming breezes of the Gulf Stream that 
make Tiree the most balmy of the isles.

Tiree boasts some of the most 
stunning beaches in the UK. On a bright 

summer day, it rivals the Caribbean 
for blue waters, plentiful sunshine and 
warming breezes of the Gulf Stream 
that make Tiree the balmiest of the 

isles. After all, Tiree is known as the 
‘Sunshine Isle’. 
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MULL

ISLAY

JURA

COLONSAY

GIGHA

IONA

TIREE

COLL INNER HEBRIDES

Islay
Queen of the Hebrides

Islay is the Queen of the Hebrides. No wonder. 
With a surfeit of whisky distilleries, wildlife, warm 

hospitality and scenery, Islay is a top holiday 
destination. Cycling, fi shing, horse-riding, 

hillwalking and golfi ng on world class courses is 
all on offer, and for those who like to watch the 

world go by, driving tours take in the lovely island 
scenery. Diners on Islay are spoiled for choice 

– seafood is prepared and served fresh from the 
boats, along with a variety of delicious dishes. 

Welcoming hotels, B&Bs, lodges and campsites 
proffer famous island hospitality.

Colonsay
Get away from it all

Colonsay may be small, but there is plenty to 
distinguish this island, from its beautiful beaches 
and ancient places of worship, to the community 
spirit which ensures that, rain or shine, there is 
always something going on. There is wildlife to 
appreciate wherever you look, whether it’s out 
to sea to make eye contact with a friendly seal, 

or above, spying eagles or the rare black-legged 
kittiwake. Climbing peaks remains a popular activity 
among visitors to Colonsay, or stretch your legs on 
one of the island’s sandy beaches, such as Kiloran 

Bay, or with a round at the 18-hole golf course.

Mull 
Go Wild

The Isle of Mull offers ancient 
history, incredible wildlife 

watching and one of the most 
celebrated landscapes on 

Earth. Lonely Planet featured 
Mull in its list of ‘40 amazing 
experiences in Europe’. Bag 
a Munro, tour a castle, spot 
eagles, otters and  dolphins, 

and stroll the streets of historic 
Tobermory, the colourful 

village that played home of 
the CBeebies programme 

Balamory. 

Gigha
God’s Island

Gigha means ‘God’s Island’ in Gaelic and visitors to this 
magical island may well agree. With dazzling beaches, 
ancient sites and sweeping views, Gigha is a tranquil 

emerald gem. Add to that the friendly Hebridean hospitality, 
and it is an ideal getaway for those looking to escape the 

hustle and bustle of everyday life. Gigha is an ideal spot for 
bicycling and water sports of all kinds, from sea kayaking and 
paddle boarding to rowboating and snorkelling. The isle was 
bought by the community in 2002, and now the Isle of Gigha 

Heritage Trust manages most of the island. 

Looking across the Sound of Jura to the Isle of Jura.

One of the isle of Gigha’s 
many white sandy beaches. 

View from Colonsay.

Tyree Gin; launching at TMF 15th July 2017,  available to pre-order now at tyreegin.com
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IT WAS an emotional 
end-of-year prize-giving 
ceremony at Dunbeg 
Primary School as 
pupils, parents and staff 
said goodbye to their 
award-winning head 
teacher.

Tears were shed as 
Sine MacVicar spent her 
last day at the primary 
school, following a 44-
year career in Dunbeg.

Last week she received 
a lifetime achievement 
award at the Times Ed-
ucational Supplement 
(TES) school awards.

But before Sine left, 
she was showered with 
gifts, such as a camera, 
which she will be able to 
use when she enjoys her 
hotel and spa day gift.

However, the most 
memorable present she 
received was her very 
own piece of music.

The award-winning 
piper Angus MacColl 
wrote Sine a leaving 
song and performed it in 
front of the school.

‘What a privilege it 
was,’ Sine said. ‘I have 
loved Angus coming 
into the school and what 
an inspiration he is to 
our pupils.

‘What an end to just 
such a happy career 
and to be with so many 
wonderful and support-
ive people – it’s just 
amazing.’

Sine added: ‘Thank 
you all for the tremen-
dous send-off I have had 
over the past few weeks 
and thanks to the pupils, 
parents, and former 
pupils and parents.’

Emotional end-of-year 
prize-giving as Dunbeg 
Primary head retires

Children race to compete at 
school’s annual sports day

Sine MacVicar taught three generations of one family. She is pictured with 
James MacDonald, his children Vicky and Jamie, and grandchildren Carley 

and Chloe. 
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A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain
Listings for Thursday 6 July – 
Thursday 13 July 2017

DIARDAOIN 06 IUCHAR
THURSDAY 06 JULY
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05     Gach Creutair Beò: Vets (rpt)
19.30     Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30     ÙR | NEW: Cuimhneachan 
– Songs and poetry about World War 
1 – S2, Ep4
21.00     Robert Black – Coigreach gun 
Chogais – Without Conscience (rpt)
22.00     ÙR | NEW: Belladrum 2016 – 
Wilko Johnson 
22.30     ÙR | NEW: Dhan Uisge
22.35  ÙR | NEW: Hitler v Churchill

23.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
23.30 Ceòlraidh (rpt)

DIHAOINE 07 IUCHAR
FRIDAY 07 JULY
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.35     Machair (rpt)
19.00     An Là – News
19.20 Ball-coise nam ban – Women’s 
International Challenge Match: Scotland 
v Ireland
21.40 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber 
(rpt)
22.00 Opry an Iúir (rpt)
22.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)
23.00    Corp & Anam – Irish Drama (rpt)
23.50 Eadar-chluich (rpt)
                
DISATHAIRNE 08 IUCHAR
SATURDAY 08 JULY
16.00    Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.00 Machair (rpt)

19.25 Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)
19.30 Craic – Women’s panel 
discussion (rpt)
20.00 Ceòlraidh (rpt)
20.30 Puirt-adhair - S1, Ep4 (rpt)
21.00    Ceòl Country (rpt) 
22.00 Jim Baxter – Intimate portrayal 
of the personal and professional life of 
the renowned footballer (rpt)
23.00 Corp & Anam – Irish Drama (rpt)
23.55  Eadar-chluich (rpt)
24.00 Gun Sgot? (rpt) 

DIDÒMHNAICH 09 IUCHAR
SUNDAY 09 JULY 
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review
19.30     Alleluia! (rpt)
20.00 Bean a’ Mhinisteir – A look 
behind the door of the Manse (rpt)
20.30     Cuimhneachan – Songs and 
Poetry about World War 1 - S2, Ep4 (rpt)
21.00     Scotstar: Teasairginn 
Èiginneach – The ScotSTAR Transfer 

Service (rpt)
22.00     Bothan air a’ Phrèiridh (rpt)
23.00 Hitler v Churchill – Ep 1/2 (rpt)
23.50 Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)

DILUAIN 10 IUCHAR
MONDAY 10 JULY 
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.10     Binnean nam Beann (rpt)
19.35     Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30     O Mo Dhùthaich – From Uist 
with Love (rpt)
21.00     Trusadh – Snàmh Toirmisgte – 
Wild Swimming (rpt)
22.00     Hòro Gheallaidh (rpt)
22.30     Gruth is Uachdar – A timeless 
rite-of-passage story about a young boy 
in Harris. Ep1/3 (rpt)
23.30     Cuide ri Cathy – Ross King (rpt)
 

DIMÀIRT 11 IUCHAR
TUESDAY 11 JULY
17.00    Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.05    Gach Creutair Beò - Vets (rpt) 
19.35    Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language – (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30     Puirt-adhair – Highland 
Airports (rpt)
21.00     Scotstar: Teasairginn 
Èiginneach – The ScotSTAR Transfer 
Service (rpt)
22.00     Trusadh – Snàmh Toirmisgte – 
Wild Swimming (rpt)
23.00     Craic - Women’s panel 
discussion (rpt)
23.30     Alleluia! (rpt)

DICIADAIN 12 IUCHAR
WEDNESDAY 12 JULY
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00     Binnean nam Beann (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30 Bean a’ Mhinisteir – A look at 
life behind the door of the Manse (rpt)
21.00 Gruth is Uachdar – A timeless 
rite-of-passage story about a young boy 
in Harris. Ep2/3 (rpt)
22.00     Fonn Fonn Fonn – Music Quiz 
(rpt)
22.30     Hòro Gheallaidh (rpt)
23.00 Robert Black – Coigreach gun 
Chogais (rpt) 

DIARDAOIN 13 IUCHAR 
THURSDAY 13 JULY
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00     Gach Creutair Beò: Vets (rpt)
19.30     Beul Chainnt (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30     Eileanan Fraoich – Heather 
Dewar visits Sta�  n (rpt)
21.00     Robert Mone – Saorsa gu 
Siorraidh? (rpt)
22.00     ÙR | NEW: Belladrum 2016 – 
Errol Linton 
22.30     ÙR | NEW: Dhan Uisge
22.35  ÙR | NEW: Hitler v Churchill, 
Ep2/2
23.25 Eadar-chluich (rpt)
23.30 Ceòlraidh (rpt)

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayerbbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer
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WITH the spectacular arrival 
of tens of thousands of barnacle 
geese on the island and a busy 
calendar of events, it’s worth 
returning to Islay in the autumn. 

From September 29 to October 
1, the Islay Book Festival is 
planning a lively programme of 
events aimed at offering variety, 
engagement – and especially 
fun.

Islay Book Festival first grew 
out of a book club based in the 
village of Port Ellen, hosting its 
first festival in 2006.

Islay has since held 10 success-
ful festivals, hosting a range of 

famous authors, including Val 
McDermid, Ruth Rendell, Ali 
Smith, Julia Donaldson, Iain 
Banks and Mairi Hedderwick. 

Islay Book Festival is an 
established feature of Islay’s 
annual events scene and has also 
become part of the UK’s annual 
book festival circuit. It is also a 
particularly popular festival for 
authors. Who wouldn’t want a 
trip to Islay, after all?

As the festival approaches its 
11th instalment, its enthusiastic 
new team of volunteers has 
decided it’s time for a fresh 
approach. 

The festival is going to be on 
the move this year, with events 
happening across Islay in order 
to make the most of what this 
fantastic island has to offer and 
in a bid to reach as many people 
as possible.  

Hosting a mix of new and 
established authors, the festival 
will include writing workshops, 
guided walks, bookbinding, 
Gaelic, storytelling, poetry, 
music, puppetry, crime at the 
Round Church, books in the 
wild, a ‘meet the authors’ tea, 
and more.

There may also be whisky…

Islay Book Festival brings 
words to the whisky isleAnComunnGàidhealach 

– MeurChruachain
Cruachan Branch

First Taynuilt Summer 
Ceilidh
Featuring

Fear anTaighe: Davy Paterson
Pipers: Jenny MacLean & Kate 

MacPherson
The Hollow Mountain String 

Band
(Ann Barlow, John MacMahon 

& Rab Woods)
Anna Twigg

Kirsty & Isla MacCormick – 
Accordion

The Isla Sinclair Dancers
Taynuilt Village Hall

Thursday 6th July, 7.30pm
Admission:£4 Children:£2
A family friendly ceilidh of 

song, music and dance
A warm welcome is extended 

to all

THE sun came out to 
make one of its rare 
appearances in June 
for Dunbeg Primary 
School’s annual sports 
day.

There were broad 
smiles all round as the 
children competed 
in all the traditional 
sporting events.

Parents, grandpar-
ents, other family 
members and friends 
went along to cheer 
on the young athletes 
as they ran, jumped, 
crawled and otherwise 
took part.

The whole day was a 
fantastic success and 
brought the curtain 
down on a memorable 
year at the school, 
which saw the retire-
ment of head teacher 
Sine MacVicar.



Thursday 6 July, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk 13LEISURE

community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Friday 7 - Thursday 13 July
BABY DRIVER | 15 | 133 MIN
Fri: 17:15, 19:45, Sat: 18:30, 21:15, Sun: 19:30, Mon, Tue, Wed, 
Thu: 17:00, 21:15
A talented, young getaway driver relies on the beat of his per-
sonal soundtrack to be the best in the game. When he meets 
the girl of his dreams, Baby sees a chance to ditch his criminal 
life and make a clean getaway. 

DESPICABLE ME 3 | U | 110 MIN
Fri: 14;15, 15:15, Sat: 13:45, 16:15, Sun: 14:15, 16:45, Mon: 
14:45, 16:15,Tue: 11:00, 14:45, Wed: 14:45, 16:15, Thu: 11:00, 
14:45
3D: Fri: 12:00, Sat: 11:00, Sun: 12:00, Mon: 11:00, Tue: 16;15, 
Wed: 11:00, Thu: 16:15
Despicable Me 2 and Minions, returns to continue the adven-
tures of Gru, Lucy, their adorable daughters—Margo, Edith 
and Agnes—and the Minions. Parker voices the role of villain 
Balthazar Bratt, a former child star who’s grown up to become 
obsessed with the character he played in the ‘80s, and proves 
to be Gru’s most formidable nemesis to date.

KIDS CLUB: DIARY OF A WIMPY KID: THE LONG 
HAUL | U | 120 MIN
Sat: 11:30
Greg convinces his family to take a road trip to attend his 
great grandmother’s 90th birthday as a cover for what he 
really wants: to attend a nearby gamer convention. Unsurpris-
ingly, things do not go according to plan and He�  ey family 
antics ensue.

SILVER SCREEN - MY COUSIN RACHEL | 12A | 126 
MIN
Sun: 14:30
A young Englishman plots revenge against his mysterious, 
beautiful cousin, believing that she murdered his guardian. 
But his feelings become complicated as he � nds himself 
falling under the beguiling spell of her charms.

SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING | 12A | 175 MIN
Fri: 12:30, 20:00, Sat: 13:15, 15:45, 21:00, Sun: 11:45, 18:45, 
Mon: 12:00, 13:15, 19:45, Tue, Wed, Thu: 12:00, 18:30, 19:45
3D: Fri: 16:30, Sat: 18:30, Sun: 16:30, Mon: 18:30, Tue, Wed, 
Thu: 13:15
Thrilled by his experience with the Avengers, Peter returns 
home, where he lives with his Aunt May, under the watchful 
eye of his new mentor Tony Stark, Peter tries to fall back into 
his normal daily routine - distracted by thoughts of proving 
himself to be more than just your friendly neighbourhood 
Spider-Man - but when the Vulture emerges as a new villain, 
everything that Peter holds most important will be threat-
ened.

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Monday Morning with Stephen, 11:00 Ian 
Simmonds on Monday, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime, 
18:00 Drivetime, 19:00 Rosie’s Highland Fling with 
Rosie Macoll, 20:00 John McLuckie’s Show, 21:00 David 
Cullen Show, 23:00 station close, midnight Clyde 2 
TUESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
10:00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday Morning, 13:00 Macky 
on FM, 15:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
19:00 Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers, 20:00 
Elaine Lamb, 22:00 Northern Soul with Gordon Cove, 
midnight Clyde 2.
WEDNESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10:00 Comfort Zone 
with Doug Carmichael, 11:00 Comfort Zone, 12:00 
Comfort Zone, 13:00 Clyde 2 15:00 Elaine Lamb, 17:00 
Drivetime, 17:30 Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 
19:00 Country Meets Rock & Roll with Len & Ken, 21:00 
Gordon’s Grooves, midnight Clyde 2. 
THURSDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Molly’s 
Mix with Molly Black, 13:00 Elaine’s Time Capsule, 
15:00 Gordon Covey, 17:00 Drivetime with Stephen 
McPhee, 19:00 Christine’s Collection, 21:00 Ann’s 
Ceilidh, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
FRIDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Teeny and 
Tiny, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 
18:45 Sports View, 19:00 Country meets Country with 
Jackie Craig, 20:00 Lewis Binham. 
SATURDAY: 08:00 Breakfast show with Archie Darling, 
10:00 Saturday Morning Live with Linda Cosher, 13:00 
Clyde 2 18:00 Sports View with the Dream Team, 
19:00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20:00 Dave 
Lewis, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
SUNDAY: 09:00 Sunday morning with Breege, 11:00 
Sunday Morning with Archie, 12:00 Sunday Brunch, 
13:00 Clyde 2 16:30 Archie Darling, 18:00 Ken’s Friends 
with Ken Hunter, 19:00 New Country Show with David 
Entwhistle, 21:00 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott, 
23:00 Station close, midnight Clyde 2.
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Across

7 Seasonal fowl (6)

8 Audition (3,3)

9 Childrens blocks (4)

10 Bring work home in conversation (4,4)

11 Fatal (7)

13 Wind (5)

15 White house? (5)

17 Introduction to Christianity (7)

20 Spoiled (8)

21 Very bright light (4)

23 Time out (6)

24 Land held by another (6)

Down

1 Undressed (4)

2 Stretch (3,3)

3 Part of a heartbeat (7)

4 Trend (5)

5 Mint herb (6)

6 Comical (8)

12 Devise (8)

14 Let up (4,3)

16 Lots (6)

18 On which flavour is tasted (6)

19 Vast chasm (5)

22 Opaque stone (4)
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community-owned and run

Book online at waverleyexcursions.co.uk or call 0845 130 4647         or book at Campbeltown & Tarbert Tourist Information 

Enjoy a piece of history and cruise aboard Waverley!

Sailing from CAMPBELTOWN 
Cruise Sanda Isles SUNDAY July 16 Leave 2.30pm back 5pm

Fares: Cruise Sanda Isles £23 SC £21

Sailing from TARBERT
EVERY WEDNESDAY until August 23 Leave 2.45pm back 4.20pm 
SUNDAY July 30 Leave 3pm back 4.30pm
Fare: Cruise Loch Fyne £21 SC £19

Cruise Loch Fyne

SKYE’S ‘awesomely 
beautiful’ and ‘percus-
sively powerful’ Gaelic 
singer, Anne Martin, 
opened the 2017 Skye 
Festival – Fèis an 
Eilein – on Wednesday 
with the world premiere 
of her exciting musical 
collaboration entitled 
Roots.

Developed from Ce-
umannan, an inter-cul-
tural song commission 
with Manchester-based 
sound artist Jason 
Singh, the project won 
a PRS Foundation 
award and was given a 
15-minute showcase at 
the Hull International 
Festival before moving 
to Skye and then to 
London’s Southbank.

Anne returns to Sleat 

on August 2 to sing a 
collection of Gaelic 
songs from An Leabhar 
Liath, revealing the 
risqué references in 
Gaelic song that have 
been lost over time. 
She appears with Ian 
MacPherson, Peter 
Mackay and Ingrid 
Henderson.

Delivered to the Isle 
of Skye by Sleat-based 
performing arts pro-
moters, SEALL (Skye 
Events for All), the 
Skye Festival – Fèis an 
Eilein – is a celebration 
of island culture and 
performing arts and 
runs until August 28 
in venues around the 
south of Skye.

Traditionally, the fèis 
has had a strong focus 

on Scots trad music and 
2017 is no exception 
with concerts taking 
place by some of the 
country’s most respect-
ed musicians, plus a few 
international stars.

This year the line-up 
includes a performance 
by Charlie McKerron, 
Marc Clement and 
‘friends’ (August 8); 
a cèilidh night with 
Fergie MacDonald 
(July 18); a mammoth 
fiddle night with 
Alastair Fraser (July 
28); a concert featuring 
Donald Black and 
Martin Skene (July 30); 
an evening with singer 
Margaret Stewart and 
Ingrid Henderson (Au-
gust 9); and a stunning 
concert featuring four 

of Scotland’s top trad 
musicians − fiddle 
player Adam Suther-
land, singer Mairearad 
Green, Hamish Napier 
(flute and whistle) and 
Blazin’ Fiddles guitar-
ist Anna Massie − will 
take place on August 
22.

There is more tradi-
tional music with the 
Isle of Skye Piping So-
ciety with the Caimbeul 
Family on August 15 
and a ‘Sophabulous’ 
step dance weekend of 
workshops with Sophie 
Stephenson.

Scotland’s foremost 
youth jazz ensemble, 
the NYOS Jazz Or-
chestra brings more 
than 30 musicians to 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 

on July 15 to perform 
Road Trip to the Amer-
icas – a wide range of 
big band repertoire.

For lovers of classical 
music, Skye and Loch-
alsh-based choir Inner 
Sound will perform 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
Patience on July 21, 
while students from 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 
join forces with the 
Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland for a ‘Raasay 
Night’ on August 18 
featuring the music of 
Eliza Ross.

There is more music 
from Latin guitarist 
Eduardo Niebla (July 
31); new acoustic cham-
ber-folk from Scotland 
and Australia, The 
String Contingent (Au-

gust 14); and Scotland’s 
contemporary music 
ensemble, The Red 
Note Ensemble, will 
play out the festival on 
August 28.

The circus comes 
to town this weekend 
inside the Magpie 
Tent at Kyleakin Hall. 
Fun entertainment is 
guaranteed for all the 
family in Let’s Circus 
school and workshops, 
daily performances and 
a cèilidh to round it 
all off. Film showings 
and a poetry reading 
from celebrated Irish 
poet Michael Longley 
completes a packed 
programme of quality 
entertainment over 
the summer months on 
Skye.

As well as the fèis, 
there are many other 
events and exhibitions 
around the south of 
Skye during the months 
of July and August 
and the festival atmos-
phere continues with a 
number of lively fringe 
events. These include 
exhibitions of local arts 
and crafts, cèilidhs, 
house parties and 
concerts, charity cafès, 
as well as folk club and 
open music sessions.

For full details of 
times, venues, local 
information and to 
book tickets, pick up a 
programme from out-
lets across the island, 
or contact SEALL on 
01471 844207, info@
seall.co.uk.

Packed programme for Skye Festival
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 Loch Fyne Viking Festival 

July 2017 

Thursday 6 July: Inveraray 
Friday 7 July: Lochgilphead 
Friday 7 July: Ardrishaig 
Saturday 8 July: Tarbert 
Sunday 9 July : Portavadie 

www.facebook.com/LochFyneVikingFestival 

Family Viking Fun, 
raid, shows, crafts,  

storytelling, archery, 
music,  

longship portage  

Thursday 6 July: Inveraray
Friday 7 July: Lochgilphead
Friday 7 July: Ardrishaig
Saturday 8 July: Tarbert
Sunday 9 July : Portavadie

Family Viking Fun,
raid, shows, crafts, 

storytelling, archery, 
music, 

longship portage 

Loch FyFyFyFyFyFyF ne ViViViiViVikinininininngngngg FeFeFeFeFeFeF stivivivivivval
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AT HOME WITH
MELANIE REID 
SCOTLAND’S 
TEA PLANTATIONS

GIN CHALLENGE
IRVINE WELSH ON 

HEROES, VILLAINS 

& GUINEA PIGS

AUGUST 2017

CARS OF THE YEAR – Motoring guru Neil Lyndon 

runs the rule over the best cars on the market this year

Plus

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   AUGUST 2017. £4.25
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GLORIOUS GLENCOE 
Marine and explorer Aldo Kane 

on his love for Lochaber 

FUN AT SCHOOLS 

COUNTRYSIDE 
DAY IN KELSO

WINMEAL FOR 
4 ON ROYAL 

YACHT BRITANNIA

Summer days out 

with the children100

Conservatories   Orangeries    Sun Lounges   Garden Rooms Mozolowski & Murray

Mozolowski & Murray

Conservatory Design Centre

57 Comiston Road Edinburgh EH10 6AG

Open 7 days, Monday to Friday 10am to 5pm, 

Saturday and Sunday 10am to 4pm

www.mozmurray.co.uk

To fi nd out more call us on 

0345 050 5440

Visit our design centre 

or request a brochure.
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www.scottishfield.co.uk

AUGUST 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 

Marine & explorer

Aldo Kane

At home with 
Melanie Reid
Scotland’s tea 
plantations
WIN a meal for
4 on the Royal
Yacht Britannia

100

Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 

Aldo KaneAldo KaneAldo KaneAldo Kane
ON HIS LOVE 
FOR LOCHABER

CARS OF 
THE YEAR 

SUMMER DAYS 
OUT WITH THE 
CHILDREN 

www.scottishfield.co.uk

SUMMER DAYS 
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1. TreeZone 
Loch Lomond 
Shores
If you’re looking for a fun day out then TreeZone is the exhilarating, nature-based adventure for you. There are balance beams, crazy crossings, Tarzan swings and a monster zip-wire. Open daily, with the fi rst session usually starting at 10am. Prices 

starting from £18. Tel: 01389 496 055 www.treezone.co.uk/loch-lomond

3. Frankie 
and Lolas, 
Inverness
6000 square feet of Safari-themed fun with two stand-alone play frames, party rooms and a bistro. So while your children play in the jungle, sit back, relax and let the adventure unfold.Open daily 10am-6pm. Adults get in for free, babies £2 and toddlers+ £5.50. Tel: 01463 262 362 www.frankieandlolas.co.uk

2. St Hilda Sea Adventures, 
Tobermory
You will see beautiful, unspoiled coastlines of spectacular sea lochs, stunning 

Highland landscapes and incredible wildlife. A unique family 
sailing holiday and an unforgettable family cruising and sailing adventure for all ages. Open daily. Prices start at £150 per person per night. Tel: 07745 550 988 

www.sthildaseaadventures.co.uk

4. Wonder 
World Soft 
Play, KirkcaldyWonder World is Fife’s biggest and most exciting children’s indoor adventure centre. This custom built centre has been designed to stimulate children’s imagination and encourage physical development in a safe and fun environment. Open daily 10am-5pm. Adults and under 1s get in free, under 3s £5 and 3-12 year olds £6.95. Tel: 01592 802 343www.

wonderworldsoftplay.co.uk
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4

100 THINGS TO DO WITH THE KIDS THIS SUMMER
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5. Landmark 
Forest 
Adventure 
Park, 
Carrbridge
An amazing day of fun, discovery, exploration and 

adventure awaits. A range of attractions for all ages including three tumbling 
cascade rides, aerial challenges and a nature trail. Open daily July 18-August 21 10am-7pm. Tel: 01479 841 613

www.landmarkpark.co.uk

6. The 
Experience, 
Greater 
Glasgow & The Clyde Valley
The experience is a fi ve star themed entertainment and events venue housing Scotland’s only indoor electric go-karting arena and laser 

experience.
Open Monday-
Wednesday 11am-8pm, Thursday-Friday 11am-10pm and Saturday-Sunday 
10am-10pm. Tickets start at £12. Tel: 

0141 883 4005
www.
theexperience.org.uk

7. School 
Holiday 
Adventure 
Days, DundeeThere’s lots to choose from at Ancrum 

Outdoor Centre. Have a go at canoeing, archery, white water rafting and many more. Open Monday-Thursday 9am-8pm and Friday 9am-
5pm. Tel: 01382 435 911 
www.
ancrum.
com

8. The Fun 
Factory, 
Dundee
A fun fi lled family day out with an out-of-this-world soft play area. While the kids play, the adults can relax and have a bite to eat in the cafe area. There’s also a baby area for the wee ones. Open daily 10am-6pm. Under 6 months get in for free, 6 months to 1 year £1.50, 1 year to under 5 £5 and over 5’s £5.75. Tel: 01382 501 725 

www.
funfactorydundee.com

9. Aquatec, 
MotherwellRelax at a leisure pool whilst the kids go on the fl umes, water rapids and water play feature.

Open Monday to Friday 6am-10pm, Saturday and Sunday 8am-8pm. Tel: 01236 341 968
www.nlleisure.co.uk

7

6

5

8

9

061-082_sf08.indd   63

21/06/2017   12:39:13

The Rockfield Primary School sports 
day was held on Monday June 26, in 
the run up to the end of term, and was 

very successful. A huge thank you to 
everyone involved in the day and to 
all those who came to see the sports 

at Mossfield. The surprise race of the 
day was the teachers’ race which was 
immensely competitive.

Mac Ile – The Music 
of Fraser Shaw
On Tuesday June 27, the ‘Islay 
Sessioners’ launched their 
album Mac Ile – The Music of 
Fraser Shaw in Bruichladdich 
Hall on Islay.

As I watched glimpses of the 
evening via live Facebook feed, 
it reminded me to sit down and 
listen to the album. 

Fraser Shaw was a wonder-
ful piper, whistle player and 
composer from Glasgow who 
resided on Islay.

After his death in May 2015, 
a group of his friends and fam-
ily started a trust in his honour. 

The foremost aim of the 
Fraser Shaw Trust is to raise 
money for the relief of mul-
tiple sclerosis, particularly 
in Argyll, through a series of 
projects and events celebrating 
Fraser and his music. 

This album, recorded in Cas-

tlesound and Carrier Waves 
Studios, is one such project.

Many of the arrangements 
heard at Islay Night at Celtic 
Connections 2016 have been 
recorded, along with a few 
additional tracks. 

Produced by Duncan Lyall, 
the album showcases a variety 
of Fraser’s tunes, as well as 
compositions by Lori Watson, 
Adam Sutherland, Laura-Beth 
Salter and Calum MacCrim-
mon.

A highlight of the album for 
me is the work of the string 
sections – particularly in the 
tracks Trip to Glasgow and 
Air Chall, where there is some 
stunning chording. 

I suppose you cannot go 
wrong when you have a string 
section comprising of Duncan 
Lyall, Adam Sutherland, 
Eilidh Shaw, Grainne Brady, 
Lori Watson and Innes Wat-
son.

The latter of these two tracks 
features the whistle playing of 
Fraser himself, which serves 
as a reminder of the amazingly 
talented man whose music has 
inspired this whole CD. 

Such musical harmony is 
a prominent feature of the 
album and is very much to the 
fore in my favourite track, In 
Friendship’s Name, which is 
heartfelt and powerful.

The level of musicianship on 
the album is unbelievable. 

All those wonderful expo-
nents of traditional music have 
been brought together by their 
shared friendship and love 
of Fraser Shaw; so the words 
to the aforementioned song 
certainly ring true:

Frien’ship maks us a’ mair 
happy’
Frien’ship gies us a’ delight;
Frien’ship consecrates the 
drappie,

Frien’ship brings us here the 
night.
Happy we are a’ thegither,
Happy we’ll be, ane an’ a’;
Time shall see us a’ the 
blyther
Ere we rise to gang awa’.

A few years before Fraser’s 
death, he had it in mind to 
release a book of his own 
compositions, the proceeds of 
which would go towards the 
MS Care Centre in Lochgilp-
head. Unfortunately, owing to 
his illness, this never came to 
fruition.

Having put together this love-
ly album, the trust now plans 
to bring Fraser’s idea to life 
and release his much antici-
pated songbook, which will be 
ready in the autumn and will 
feature many of the tunes in 
the album. 

Having listened to the great 
tunes on the CD, I greatly look 

Glasgow Letter ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

forward to eventually getting 
my hands on the tune book. 
The album is a fitting tribute 
to a tremendous musician.

Pub scene
Park Bar.
Friday: Martainn Skene 
Saturday: Dodgy Ground 
Sunday: Beinn Lee Ceilidh Band.

Mac Ile, which features many 
Glasgow-based musicians, 

was launched last week 
in Bruichladdich Hall in 

celebration of Fraser Shaw’s 
music.

The P6 boys sprint for the line. The P6 girls race to the � nish.

Oban High School Pipe Band leads the Rock� eld pupils into Moss� eld.

Oban teachers prove 
to be good sports
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Summer
diningdiningdining

The Isle of Eriska Hotel is more than a five-star 
destination.

Only 11 miles from Oban, the island also has 
spa and restaurant where anyone can escape 
for just an hour or an entire afternoon. Non-res-
idents are welcome to take advantage of a host 
of outstanding amenities, including lunch or 
tea at the Deck restaurant, a round of golf and 
pampering at the Stables Spa – all featuring the 
stellar service for which the Isle of Eriska team is 
renowned, as well as excellent value.

The Deck restaurant combines breezy, con-
temporary design, first-class fare and breath-
taking views. The menu is Scottish and moreish, 
with favourites such as house smoked salmon, 
rib-eye of aged Scotch beef and beer-battered 
West Coast haddock and chips, alongside 
specials that change daily, with local beers and 
beverages to match.

A feast for the senses, so call and book today 
on 01631 720371.

Loch Melfort Hotel

Tarbert Traditional BoatFestival  

14-16 July 2017 

Friday 14 July (Marquee at 8pm): 

 Open Stage 

Saturday 15 July from 10am -  6pm (Pontoons& Marquee):  

Visit Traditional Boats  
Woodwork demonstrations 

Traction Engines 
Stalls 

Saturday 15 July 11am (Jake’s Quay): 

Greasy Pole 

Saturday 15 July from 7pm  

Freshly prepared food at Marquee 

Saturday 15 July 8pm (Marquee): 

Community Ceilidh 

Sunday 16 July 12noon (Pontoons): 
Traditional Boats leave harbour for ; 

Sail Past on Loch Fyne  

To enter, simply answer the above question, complete the form below and post it to 
Wyvex Media Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL. 

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 August 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&
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WIN 
A ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT THE TOWNHOUSE ABERFELDY WITH DINNER, 

BREAKFAST AND A BOTTLE OF WINE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of the restaurant at The Townhouse Aberfeldy?

A warm Scottish welcome awaits you at the Townhouse 
Aberfeldy. Fully refurbished in 2015 and tastefully decorated 
throughout, relax and unwind in a luxurious bedroom with 
stunning views of glorious Perthshire. The winners will dine 

in the Upstairs Restaurant which serves delicious food using 
the best of Scottish ingredients, complemented by a bottle 
of their choice from the house wine menu. Enjoy a hearty 
Scottish breakfast the next morning before checking out. 

Valid Sundays-Thursdays and must be redeemed by 23/12/17. Guests must be over 18 years old. Prize is non-transferable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative. 

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. 
The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the 
right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared 
with promoters and sponsors.

WIN 
ONE OF TWO WOODEN BOOT STORES FROM FOREST GARDEN

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
How many pairs of boots can the Boot Store hold?

The days of muddy wellies cluttering up porches 
and migrating dirt into kitchens and onto carpets 
are over, thanks to an innovative and stylish 
outdoor Boot Store from Forest Garden, the UK’s 
leading manufacturer of timber sheds, summer-
houses, garden structures and fencing panels.

With space to store four pairs of adult wellies 
and room to spare for other outdoor equip-
ment, such as umbrellas and dog leads, the 
stylish and practical Boot Store is an attractive, 
compact and neat unit that keeps mud and dirt 
where it belongs – outside. 

A cut-out boot shape in the door allows air 
to circulate inside.  The boots hang neatly on 
pegs so they will air and the dried mud simply 
drops onto the boarded fl oor, where it can be 
easily swept up.

192_sf08.indd   192 21/06/2017   14:31:40

Answer................................................... ..............................................................................................
Name..................................................... ...............................................................................................
Address .............................................................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode ................................................................................
Telephone..............................................Email .....................................................................................
       Please tick this box if you would like to be sent offers and promotions from Wyvex Media.
       Please tick this box if you would like to be sent offers and promotions from Townhouse Aberfeldy.
Closing date is August 31 2017. Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Wyvex Media, the competition promoters, and their direct families are 
ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner 
will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Usual Wyvex Media rules apply. 

On board, your local steam pu� er “VIC32”
Saturday, 8 July, Sunday, 9 July and Monday, 10 July

9.00 – 10.00am, 10.00 – 11.00, 11.00 – 12.00, 12.00 – 1.00pm
2.00 – 3.00pm, 3.00 – 4.00 pm, 4.00 – 5.00pm.
(MID-DAY TRIP ON MONDAY NOT AVAILABLE)

All children welcome in the wheelhouse

FREE 
TRIPS 
AROUND 
CRINAN 
BAY!

IF YOU’RE looking for something to keep 
your youngsters entertained on Monday 
July 10, Waterstone’s in Oban has just the 
thing.

Come and meet Oban-based children’s 
author Alan Windram, who will be read-
ing his fantastic new robot picture book, 
One Button Benny.

After listening to the story, join in with 
the specially-written singalong songs, 
robot dancing and there might even be 
some robot karaoke.

The free event, which is for three- to 
seven-year-olds, starts at 3pm on 
Monday July 10 in Waterstone’s, 12 
George Street, Oban. Following the 
event, Alan will be signing books in 
the shop.

Alan will also be taking part in this 
year’s Islay Book Festival with a One Button 
Benny family event on Saturday September 30. 
Check the festival programme for details at 
www.islaybookfestival.org.uk.

Robot fun with 
One Button 
Benny at 
Waterstone’s

AROUND 200 young dancers from Oban, Con-
nel and Taynuilt performed in the Corran Halls 
for Ballet West’s Part-Time Summer Show.

The dancers from Ballet West’s Outreach classes 
entertained a full house with their show All Aboard.

Gillian Barton, Ballet West founder, said: 
‘Outreach director Amanda Sloss and teachers 
Rachel Crossan Hopkins and Katherine Blyth 
did a wonderful job preparing the young dancers 
for a fabulous afternoon of entertainment.’

Benderloch, Argyll, Scotland, PA37 1SD  Tel: 01631 720371   
Email: o�  ce@eriska-hotel.co.uk    Website: www.eriska-hotel.co.uk

Opening Hours
Open daily for lunch. Pre-booking advised. 

Lunch with a view at 
The Deck, Isle of Eriska

FOOD WITH A VIEW
OPEN ALL DAY 11am-10pm

Seafood, kids playground, home baking
NEXT TO NTS ARDUAINE GARDEN ON A816

www.lochmelfort.co.uk

200 young dancers perform in front of a packed audience
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Watt on the Wildside

ANYBODY who has travelled 
between Tyndrum and Dalmally 
over the past two years or so, 
either by road or rail, can’t fail 
to have noticed the construction 
of the River Lochy and Eas a 
Ghaill hydro schemes on the 
National Forest Estate east of 
Dalmally, writes Helen Watt. 

Renewable energy is now seen 
as a core part of what Forestry 
Commission Scotland (FCS) 
delivers and what a contribution 
this is to Scotland. We generate 
20 per cent of Scotland’s onshore 
wind capacity; we trigger a 
quarter of all community benefit 
payments; we produce enough 
energy for more than half a mil-

lion households and we displace 
about one million tonnes of CO2 
each year. 

This also plays a vital role in 
contributing to our financial 
sustainability, bringing in more 
than £10 million of revenue 
each year. 

But construction of a renewable 
energy scheme, whether that’s 
wind or hydro, not only brings 
all the above benefits, but once 
construction is complete, FCS 
resumes the land from the devel-
oper and continues management 
of the forest.

In Glen Lochy, just a bit further 
up the road from the hydro 
powerhouse, is Strone Hill, a nat-

ural resting place for the weary 
traveller. For centuries, Strone 
echoed to the bellow of cattle and 
the bleating of sheep as drovers 
rested here on their journey 
through Gleann Lòchaidh (the 
Glen of Dark River). 

The trails pass through oak, 
birch and rowan woodland 
which provide brilliant colour 
in spring and autumn and wel-
come shade for summer picnics 
(or to shelter from the rain – at 
least the hydro project folks will 
be happy). Both the Waterfall 
Woods Trail and An Darach 
Ruadh Trail have viewpoints 
over the waterfalls, which are 
particularly dramatic when the 

river is in spate – perhaps we 
should hope for wet weather!

If you go on the An Darach 
Ruadh Trail, look out for the 
amazing ‘aerial tree’. 

It’s thought that the tree grew 
over another stump which has 
now rotted away, leaving behind 
the original tree which looks as if 
it is dancing on its roots.

Why not make it a round trip 
and return through Glen Or-
chy? It’s only a few miles from 
Tyndrum and Dalmally, but this 
historic glen feels a world apart. 
Rob Roy’s mother was born 
here and, today, it’s home to 
the most southerly remnant of 
Scotland’s ancient Caledonian 

forest, the Allt Broighleachan 
forest reserve.

However, Glen Orchy has plen-
ty to explore besides the forest. 
The Orchy is a majestic river and 
very popular for walking, kayak-
ing and fishing. Halfway down 
the glen, Eas Urchaidh (Falls of 
Orchy) has car parking near the 
magnificent waterfall and a new 
forest path along the riverside. 
It’s a great put-in spot for kayak-
ers but it’s also a delightful walk 
along the river.

Whether you’re looking for ad-
venture on the mountains and the 
rivers or a serene site for a gentle 
stroll, a paddle and a peaceful 
picnic, both glens have it all.

Stunning glens are perfect places to stroll

A serene site for a stroll or adventure in the mountains.

THIS WEEK’S WALKS
LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet up and start times. 
Car sharing usually possible and you 
can try before you buy. You can walk 
three times with the club before joining. 
Further information at www.lochaber-
andlorn-ramblers.org.uk.

Today (Thursday July 6)
A scenic ferry crossing to the historic 
island of Lismore. This route takes in 
the Tirefour Broch iron age fort, c1 AD, 
with traces of later Roman occupation, 
a heritage museum, old lime kilns and 
quay.

Start from ferry slip at Achnacroish, 
NM852409. Take the path NE along 
front of row of cottages and continue 
past monument to Balnagown. Just 
beyond, cross a small stream by bridge 
and pass through three iron gates 
across � elds to open land, then follow 
coast on a faint path to Tirefour Castle. 
Return to the pasture just north of 
Balnagown by same route. 

Continue along minor road N to meet 
main road by Whin House. 

Turn SW to the heritage museum and 
cafe nearby at NM855428. Continue SW 
along main road past the post o�  ce, 
take track on right at NM846418 and 
follow it over the ridge to a quay and 
disused quarry on the W side of the 
island. Continue along the track SW 
past Salen to reach the public road at 
NM829407. 

Turn left, and follow the public roads 
E back to Achnacroish. Ferry dep for 
Oban at 1500 and 1815.

This is a leisurely walk of 11Km, with a 
climb of 150m. 

Meet at North Ballachulish School 
NN053603 at 7.40am, Oban Ferry Ter-
minal NM855298 for 9am sailing. The 
leader is Ann Jones. Call  her on 07770 
434114.

Saturday July 8
Blabheinn by Coire Uaigneich – Torrin, 
Skye Munro. A splendid day out on an 
iconic hill. Views of the famous Black 
Cuillin Ridge and the Inner and Outer 
Hebrides. Rugged terrain and some easy 
scrambling.

Start from the car park at NG560215 
and follow the path on the N side of Allt 
na Dunaiche.

Cross this burn at NG544216 and its 
tributary 300m further W. Continue up 
SW more steeply, into Coire Uaigneich, 
around the foot of the E ridge of the hill.

At a grassy alpage, altitude about 
450m, NG5360721266, the route turns N 
and zig-zags up the S � ank of the E ridge. 
At 600m, the grass gives way to rock 
and scree and the route continues up 
the edge of the ridge, with spectacular 
views into corries to the N and towards 
Garbh-bhein and Clach Glas. 

It becomes less steep before a narrow-
er section with some minor scrambling 
leading to the main summit, 928m. 

Traverse SW across a high col, and 
scramble up the ridge to reach the S 
summit, 926m.

Descend SW down the long ridge, over 
the small summit at 617m, and continue 
down to a cairn at NG5221419993. 

Turn SE and descend steeply on the 
footpath that crosses the Abhainn nan 
Leac at NG522193. 

Follow it S to join the Camasunary 
track, forking left and climbing about 
80m SSE to Am Màm.  

Continue on the track SE to � nish at the 
car park on the B8083, NG545171. 

Transport required, 10mins from start. 
There are options to take an evening 
meal before or during the journey home.

This is a strenuous walk of  12Km, with 
a climb of 1,010m. 

Meet at Fort William Woollen Mill 
NN112742 at 7.40am, start of walk at 
10am. The leader is Andrew Gilbert. Call 
him on 07808 924722.

SAMS helps lead research 
into Arctic Ocean changes
A PROFESSOR from the Scot-
tish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) at Dunbeg will 
help lead a £10 million research 
programme that will investigate 
how the Arctic Ocean is chang-
ing.

The exploration got under way 
last week with an expedition to 
the Barents Sea. The Royal Re-
search Ship James Clark Ross, 
left Southampton on June 30, 
transporting the scientific team 
to the Arctic, and will return 
on  August 15.

More than 20 researchers 
from 16 different UK research 
institutes are aboard the RRS 
James Clark Ross to study the 
effects of rapid warming and sea 
ice loss in the Arctic region.

There are 76 scientists within 
the programme itself, with the 
lead investigators coming from 
SAMS – Professor David Pond 
– and Leeds and Liverpool 
universities.

Four projects will cover differ-

ent aspects of the programme’s 
goals: the way change in the 
Arctic is affecting the food chain 
– from small organisms at the 
bottom to large predators at the 
top (the ARISE project), how 
warming influences the single 
main food source at the bottom 

of the food chain (DIAPOD), 
the effect of retreating and thin-
ning sea ice on nutrients and sea 
life in the surface ocean (Arctic 
PRIZE) and on the ecosystem 
at the seafloor (CHAOS).

Professor Pond, who leads 
DIAPOD, said: ‘Our project 

is trying to unravel the mecha-
nisms behind one of the largest 
migrations of biomass of Earth, 
the sinking of millions of tiny 
organisms called copepods each 
autumn from surface waters to 
great ocean depths to hibernate 
over winter.

‘We still do not know what 
triggers their migration to depth 
or what factors wake them up 
again to re-ascend to the surface 
the following spring.

‘The DIAPOD team will be 
collecting samples to examine 
the chemical composition of the 
microscopic food of copepods 
to determine if there are key 
components that these organ-
isms need before they can enter 
hibernation.’

Some of the clearest signs of 
change in the Arctic are the 
thinning and retreat of sea ice 
and the migration of species 
into the Arctic that normally 
live at lower latitudes.

These changes are likely to 
have an unprecedented impact 
on how the Arctic ecosystem 
operates.

For example, as the fastest 
warming oceanic region in the 
world, the Arctic could be free 
of sea ice in summer within a 
few decades.

This change is likely to affect 
the UK climate and economy, 
with anticipated impacts on 
industries such as tourism and 
fisheries.

The researchers will look 
at a wide range of complex 
interactions between different 
organisms in the ocean and 
on the seabed.

Dr Jo Hopkins, from the 
National Oceanography Centre 
and principal scientific officer 
on the ship, said: ‘Improving 
our understanding of how the 
Arctic ecosystem functions 
today will help us better predict 
and manage how it may change 
in the future.’

Details of the research 
expedition and the research 
programme can be found at 
http://www.nerc.ac.uk/research/
funded/programmes/arctico-
cean/ and https://arcticarise.
wordpress.com.

More than 20 researchers have joined the RRS James Clark Ross 
for the Arctic investigation. Photograph: British Antarctic Survey.

DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

THERE are now estimated 
to be fewer than 500 breeding 
pairs of hen harriers in Scot-
land, writes David McPhee.

The latest national survey 
of these birds shows that hen 
harrier numbers have fallen by 
nine per cent in Scotland since 
2010. Over the past 12 years, 
the number of breeding pairs 
has dropped by 27 per cent.

The fifth national hen harrier 
survey was carried out in 2016 
by the RSPB, Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH) and the 
Scottish Raptor Study Group, 
along with a range of other 
UK partners, and covered the 
whole of the United Kingdom 
and the Isle of Man.

In Scotland, the results re-
vealed a drop in breeding pairs 
to only 460, compared with 505 
pairs from the previous survey 
in 2010.

The UK population is now es-
timated at 545 breeding pairs.

This is the second successive 
decline in the Scottish hen 
harrier population.

Known for their majestic 
skydancing ritual, hen harriers 
are one of the most threatened 
birds of prey in the country.

Independent research has 
identified illegal killing as one 

of the main problems, along 
with a changing climate and 
the loss of heather moorland 
and other suitable nesting habi-
tat to commercial afforestation 
and overgrazing.

Scotland is still a major 
stronghold for hen harriers – it 
is home to 80 per cent of the 
UK population.

The West Highlands continue 
to provide a home for the 
majority of Scotland’s breeding 
harriers – estimated 175 breed-
ing pairs, while Orkney and the 
Hebrides were the only areas 
of the country to show a slight 
increase in the number of these 
birds.

According to the survey, sim-
ilar hen harrier declines have 
been witnessed in all other 
parts of the UK as well.

In England, hen harriers are 
on the brink of extinction as 
a breeding species, with the 
population falling from 12 
pairs in 2010 to only four pairs 
last year.

Meanwhile, Wales saw the 
number of pairs fall by more 
than a third over the past 
six years, from 57 to 35, and 
Northern Ireland recorded 
only 46 pairs in 2016 compared 
with 59 in 2010.

Numbers of 
hen harriers 
continue to fall

Legacy fund could 
aid local researchers

Hen harrier breeding pair numbers are falling in Scotland. 
Photograph: Mark Hamblin (rspb-images.com)

A FUND that will provide budding 
scientists and land managers the chance 
to explore ecological research has been 
launched in memory of an internationally-
renowned scientist, who has died aged 77.

Money raised through the Dick Potts 
Legacy Fund will help cover the expense 
of small projects researching farmland 
wildlife, flora and associated habitats, 
research supplies and equipment, travel, 
software and attendance at conferences.

Since the fundraising page went live, 
donations have started to pour in.

Some £13,000 has already been raised 
in honour of Dick, who was appointed 
director-general of the Game Conser-
vancy Trust in 1993 – which became the 
Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust in 
2007 – before retiring in 2001. 

Despite this, he continued to work 
tirelessly until his death on March 30 this 
year.

His wife, Olga, who helped put the page 
together, said: ‘The idea for the fund came 
about soon after Dick’s death as we re-
ceived numerous letters from around the 
world from people whose research he had 
encouraged and inspired.

‘When they first encountered him and 
his work, they were young scientists and 
conservationists who are now at the top of 
their chosen field.

‘As a result, we felt it would be a positive 
memorial to encourage the next gener-
ation of people who want to study and 
protect the ecology of farmland in the 
same practical way. Who knows, we may 
discover the next Dick Potts.’

Those heartfelt letters Olga refers to 
came flooding in from scientists whom 
Dick, the son of a Yorkshire farmer, 
inspired over the years.

Among them were Dr Mike Rands, chief 

executive of Bird Life International and 
currently director of the Cambridge Con-
servation Initiative, who wrote: ‘Thanks to 
his belief in me and support, I was able to 
complete a doctorate at Oxford under his 
expert supervision.’

David Clark, head keeper at Sandring-
ham Estate, said: ‘He helped me in my 
career and with advice so many times, and 
I owe him so much, as do so many people.’

And Dr Simon Dowell, science director 
at Chester Zoo, added: ‘Much of my ca-
reer would have not been possible without 
his support and mentorship all those years 
ago at the Game Conservancy.

“I shall never forget the day he rang me 
to offer me my PhD in gamebird behav-
iour. I couldn’t believe my luck in being 
offered such a great opportunity. Even so, 
I never imagined where it would lead me 
and what an amazing journey I would have 
along the way.’

Applications for the fund will be con-
sidered annually. Awards will be at the 
discretion of the fund’s advisers and full 
project results will be published.

If you would like to support the Dick 
Potts Legacy Fund, visit www.justgiving.
com/campaigns/charity/gameandwildlife-
conservationtrust/dickpottsmemorial.

Dick Potts. Photo:  Charlie Pye-Smith.

Tree-mendous! Co-op 
customers at root of change
CO-OP customers in Caol are 
being given the chance to help 
reforest Glen Nevis with Scots 
pine without having to trudge 
around a hillside.

Thanks to the fantastic Co-op 
Community Fund, Co-op cus-
tomers can be a part of something 
big by doing something small.

The Nevis Landscape Partner-
ship is asking you to sign up to 
become a Co-op member and 
choose the charity as your com-
munity cause. Then, every time 
you shop, one per cent of every 
Co-op home brand product you 
buy goes directly into its Future 
Forests project to help reforest 
Glen Nevis with Great Britain’s 
only truly native pine, Scots pine.

To successfully support this 
cause and help with the tree 
planting, be sure to swipe your 
new membership card every time 
you shop. It really is that easy – 

sign up, shop, swipe, plant trees. 
Be sure to show your support on 
Facebook and Twitter, too, to 
help spread the word.

To date the partnership has 
more than 2,000 Glen Nevis pine 
seedlings waiting to be planted – 
all seeds are collected from Glen 
Nevis pines and nurtured locally 
at local schools, nurseries and 
community centres. 

Together we can do more, the 
Co-op way. Follow the link to 
get started, www.coop.co.uk/
membership.
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Glorious
GighaGigha a place of 

timeless harmony,
right on your doorstep

You don’t have to travel thousands of 
miles to fi nd crystal clear ocean waves 
lapping softly onto pristine white sandy 
beaches.

Fortunately, the West Coast of Kintyre is 
an island paradise with all this and more 
just a 20 minute ferry crossing to the Isle of 
Gigha, often referred to as ‘God’s Island.’

After a gentle sail across from the 
village of Tayinloan, with CalMac 
and their friendly staff, the idyllic and 
peaceful shores of Gigha awaits you. 
From the minute you step off the ferry, 
especially on a warm summer’s day, 
you might just think you are in a tropical 
oasis.

Amanda and Alistair of Gigha Halibut
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Around the markets
STIRLING – Caledonian Marts on 
Thursday, June 29 sold 126 cattle. 
With a large ringside of buyers 
and attendance, a lot more cattle 
could have been sold to suit their 
requirements.
Prime bullocks averaged 223p
Prime heifers averaged 236p
Young bulls averaged 191p
Beef cows averaged 129p
Dairy cows averaged 108p
Cast bulls averaged 127p
Bullocks sold to 248ppkg twice 
from J Caldwell & Son, Moorfield, 
Kilmarnoch purchased by WW 
Wales, Butchers, Kilmarnock and 
to T Johnston, Butcher, Falkirk and 
to £1680.64 from C Smith, South 
Flanders, Kippen.
Heifers sold to 255ppkg twice from 
J & N Kerr Bankhead, Aberdour, 
and A Pettigrew, Faskine, Airdrie, 
purchased by A Gray, Butchers, 
Stirling and G Kirk, Stirling Road, 
Denny, and to £1539.12 from M I 
Wainwright & Sons, Todhall, Cupar, 
purchased by H A Black & Sons, 
Butchers, Lanark.
Young bulls to 255ppkg for a 
Limousin from Kersbeath Farms 
LTD, Mains of Beath, Crossgates, 
purchased by Charles Kirkpatrick 
and to £1615 for D Ralston, 
Cuttlehill, Torrance.
Leading prices.
Bullocks ppkg 245p Balquharrage, 
Dyke (Duncan), Moorfield 242p 
and 240p Balquharrage 238p 
Meadowend (twice) 235p Rathillet 
and Easterton 230p Moorfield and 
Rathillet 228p Rathillet (twice) 
Heifers ppkg 250p Hilton (twice) 
248p Faskine 245p Moorfield (twice) 
and Bankhead (Kerr) 242p Hilton 
and Moorfield 240p Meadowend and 
Hilton 232p and 230p Meadowend 
228p Easterton
Bullocks per head £1626 Moorfield 
£1607 South Flanders £1595 
Meadowend £1575 Meadowend 
and Mains of Cultmalundie £1570 
Meadowend £1559 Moorfield £1548 
Mains of Cultmalundie £1528 
Dykes (Duncan) £1512 Moorfield 
£1509 Meadowend £1507 Mains of 
Cultmalundie £1494 Rathillet
Heifers per head £1494 and £1413 
Moorfield £1403 and £1401 Hilton 
£1397 Bankhead (Kerr) £1391 
Moorfield £1377 Todhall £1367 
Bankhed (Kerr) £1300 Meadowend 
£1299 and £1275 Faskine
Also forward were 54 cast cows and 
bulls.
Beef cows averaged 129ppkg selling 
to 177ppkg for a Limousin from 
JH & NT Turnbull, Meadowend, 
Clackmannan, and to £1450 from the 
same home.
Bulls averaged 126ppkg selling to 
139ppkg for a Charolais from J & D 
Mitchell, Offers, Gargunnock, and 
to £1630 from the same home.
Dairy cows averaged 108ppkg selling 
to 126ppkg from G Millar & Son, 
Gallamuir, Plean, and to £990 from 
A W & J Broom, Solsgirth, Dollar.
Beef cows per head £1100 
Dollarbank £1090 Gallamuir £1050 
Dollarbank £990 Forrestmill £920 
Callendoune
Beef cows ppkg 162.5p Dollarbank 
158p Forrestmill 155p Rathillet 145p 
Callendoune
Dairy cows per head £950 
Wester Lochdrum & Gallamuir 
£940 Gallamuir £930 Solsgirth £850 
Meldrum
Dairy cows per kilo 123p Gallamuir 
and Solsgirth 121p Knockraich 120p 
and 119p Meldrum
Bulls per head £1380 Offers £1020 
South Quarter and Muirpark £1000 
Wester Lochdrum 
Bulls per kilo 130.8p South Quarter 
128.7p Offers 123p Muirpark
Also forwarding 16 calves, both 
dairy and beef. Top price £550 for 
a 3 months old Simmental from J 
Drysdale, Forrestmill.
Leading prices
Bull Beef – Limousin X £220 (twice), 
£210 Barbeth 
Dairy bull – Black and whites £170, 
£100 Barbeth £30 Plean

Ayrshire bull 
£45, £30 Badenheath

STIRLING – United Auctions on 
Thursday June 29 sold 2700 prime 
sheep including 1693 new season 
lambs selling to an average of 
212.7ppk and 254 hoggs and 753 
ewes and rams.
Spring lambs (1693)  Faulds (Tex) 
£129; Woodhead of Aberdalgie 
(Suff) £117; Harviesmailing 
(BTex) £115; Broadleys (BFL) 
£108; Halkerston (X) £104; Shanry 
(Char) £100; Henderston (Mule) 
£87; High Milndovan (Chev/Mule) 
£87; Lathockar (Chev) £80
Spring lambs (1693) Wester 
Mye (Tex) 266p; Woodhead of 
Aberdalgie (Suff) 260p; Shanry 
(Char) 222p; Glenhead (BTex) 
220p; Catcune (X) 218p; Lathockar 
(Chev) 206p; High Milndovan 
(Chev/Mule) 202p; High Milndo-
van (Mule) 201p; Broadleys (BFL) 
191p; Henderston (BF) 185P.
Ewes (753)- Kipperoch (Tex) 
£110.00; Woodhead of Aberdalgie 
(BTex) £100; Hoprig & Denside 
(Suff) £100; Hoprig (Chev) £95; 
Denside (Mule) £90; Linfield 
(Zwa) £88.00; Linfield (X) £84; 
Bangour (Hamp) £80; Abercairny 
(BF) £65.
Tups – Catcune (Suff) £120.00; 
Little Kilmory (Tex) £90; Merkins 
(BF) £83; Lochdochart (Chev) £77.

United Auctions’ dispersal sale of 
Dumyat Fold of pedigree highland 
cattle saw a top of £2800 for the 
junior stock bull Callum 12th 
of Goldenberry, selling to M/s 
Wood Witches Craig. Topping the 
females at £1600 was the 3 year 
old heifer Princess Dubh 4th of 
Dumyat selling to K & E Brown, 
Craigowmill.
Highland cows and Highland 
calves at foot 21 averaged £907.14
Lot 118 £1300 Carolina 2nd of 
Dumyat & Bull Calf Lot 119 £1200 
Shona 5th of Dumyat & Hfr Calf 
Lot 109 £1100 Neoirean Og 3rd of 
Dumyat & Hfr Calf 
Highland Cows & Simmental 
calves at foot 37 averaged £1064.86
Lot 142 £1500 Aoirig Jenna 2nd of 
Heatherhills, Glenlivet & Hfr Calf
Lot 155 £1400 Fiona 2nd of 
Dumyat & Hfr Calf
Lot 158 £1350 Ailsa 3rd of Dumyat 
& Hfr Calf
Lot 160 £1300 Erin of Dumyat & & 
Bull Calf
Lot 151 £1300 Bean Ruadh 2nd of 
Dumyat & Bull Calf
Lot 146 £1300 Princess Dubh 2nd 
of Dumyat & Bull Calf
In calf cows
8 averaged £906.25
Lot 122 £1300 Shona 2nd of 
Dumyat
Lot 125 £1000 Siusan Ruadh 1st of 
Dumyat
3 year old heifers
16 averaged £935.62
Lot 177 £1600 Princess Dubh 4th 
of Dumyat
Lot 178 £1150 Caileag Ghrinn 1st 
of Dumyat
Lot 172 £1100 Shona 7th of Dumyat
2 year old heifers
12 averaged £635.83
Lot 193 £1000 Carolina 4th of 
Dumyat
Lot 189 £850 Princess Dubh 5th of 
Dumyat
Yearling heifers
18 averaged £638.33
Lot 205 £1000 Princess Dubh 6th 
of Dumyat
Lot 214 £850 Mourica 2nd of 
Dumyat
Lot 215 £850 Elspeth 3rd of 
Dumyat
Yearling bulls
Lot 220 £800
Lot 224 £554
Stock bulls
2 averaged £2500
Lot 183 £2800 Callum 12th of 
Goldenberry
Lot 182 £2200 Uilleam of Balmoral

Dairy 
farmers’ 
patience 
wearing 
thin
DAIRY farmers’ patience is 
wearing thin as market indi-
cators for dairy commodities 
soar to levels not seen since the 
heady highs of 2013, Scotland’s 
National Farmers’ Union has 
argued.

By comparison, farmgate pric-
es have as yet failed to respond, 
leading to anger and frustration 
at farm level, the union says.

Actual Milk Price Equivalent 
(AMPE) and Milk for Cheese 
Equivalent (MCE) track the 
basic wholesale commodity 
prices for butter, skimmed milk 
powder, mild cheese and cheese 
by-products.

While the National Farmers’ 
Union Scotland (NFUS) ac-
knowledges that they do not set 
the price, these have risen from a 
low of around 17p per litre a year 
ago to almost 37p now. That, it 
said, is ‘a staggering increase 
that has yet to be fully reflected 
in the price farmers receive for 
their milk. Farmgate prices by 
comparison have risen by only 
7p in the same period to an 
average of 26p or 27p per litre.

NFUS milk committee chair-
man James Rankin said: ‘By 
anyone’s arithmetic, this does 
not add up.

‘Milk buyers failing to pass on 
market returns is clearly unac-
ceptable in any circumstance, 
but particularly at a time when 
dairy farmers are recovering 
from the deepest price squeeze 
many have ever experienced.

‘There is no reasonable excuse. 
Production is muted, demand is 
strong and while the processing 
and retail sectors can cite 
concerns about oversupply and 
being competitive, there is no 
reason to hold back prices at this 
time, other than to manage their 
balance sheets and risk at the 
expense of farmers.

‘NFU Scotland and our fellow 
farming unions are, as ever, 
very open and willing to work 
with the dairy supply chain to 
manage risk and opportunity.

‘We acknowledge that volume 
management and market 
competitiveness are real issues, 
but we are very concerned 
that farmers are once again 
not being fairly or respectfully 
treated in terms of receiving a 
reasonable reward from such a 
strong market.’

SNH should take tougher line on deer management
SNH must take a harder line on non-coop-
erative landowners on deer management, 
the Scottish Government has urged, in 
order to protect habitats and help bio-
diversity.

An earlier report by Holyrood’s envi-
ronment, climate change and land reform 
committee outlined changes that must be 
made in the way wild deer are managed, 
monitored and culled if Scotland is to 
achieve its biodiversity targets by 2020.

The report, which warned that legis-
lation aimed at protecting the natural 
environment from deer impacts is not 
fit for purpose, found 50 per cent of deer 
management groups are not delivering an 
effective plan on the ground. MSPs also 
warned that SNH is failing to provide 
leadership in managing the damaging 
impact of deer.

The Scottish Government also an-
nounced it will establish an independent 

group to examine deer management issues 
and monitor progress.

Environment secretary Roseanna 
Cunningham said: ‘While some progress 
has been made in the management of 
our wild deer following recent changes to 
legislation and through the work of the 
Association of Deer Management Groups, 
we know further improvements are needed 
to minimise the costs of deer road vehicle 
collisions and replacing fencing, as well as 

reducing the environmental impact. By 
setting up an independent group on deer 
management, encouraging SNH to use 
their full range of powers and improving 
deer management plans, we hope to ad-
dress the main challenges and ensure we 
protect our environment and the interests 
of the public, as well as support the rural 
economy.’

The move was welcomed by the Scottish 
Gamekeepers’ Association. 

Gilly Dixon-Spain and her husband Roger farm on the isle of Lismore.

Call for changes to 
aid female farmers
ONE-THIRD of farmers are 
women, but they are still being 
held back from top jobs in ag-
riculture, including the NFUS, 
according to a new report, 
writes Sandy Neil.

Women in Farming and 
Agricultural Sector, produced 
by Newcastle University 
and James Hutton Institute, 
and commissioned by the 
Scottish Government, is the 
first major investigation into 
issues facing women in the 
agricultural sector in Scotland.

It found women play a major 
role in Scottish agriculture, 
participating in the full range 
of farming activities, but that 
they face far more barriers to 
business involvement and lead-
ership than women in other 
family businesses.

The single biggest barrier to 
women’s entry into agricul-
ture, the report argued, is the 
cultural practice of passing on 
large farms intact to one son. 
It recommends this custom 
needs to be challenged and 
other models explored: in the 
rest of Europe, for example, 
it is not possible to disinherit 
other children. In the UK, 
there is no legal restriction 
against multiple inheritance or 
bequests to daughters.

It also found succession 
planning is poor and families 
are reluctant to discuss it 
together, recommending that 
professional advice should be 
offered to all farm families.

Lack of time was also found 
to be a major barrier to advanc-
ing women’s roles on farms and 
in farming organisations, and 
to access training.

The study recommended 
practical, hands-on training 
programmes be made accessi-
ble to women through flexible 
scheduling, childcare availa-
bility and online components.

It argued women are ‘very 
under-represented’ among the 
elected leadership of national-
level farming organisations. 

Although more than one-
third of farm operators are 
women, the NFUS has no 
women among its national 
office-holders, regional board 
chairmen or committee 
chairmen. Women have 
more proportionate elected 
representation in the Scottish 
Crofting Federation, however, 
where three out of nine board 
members are female.

Approximately 18 per cent of 
main survey respondents iden-
tified ‘not welcome by existing 
male leaders’ as a barrier to 

their participation in leader-
ship of farming organisations. 
The report recommended that 
conscious and unconscious 
bias needs to be addressed in 
farming organisations, for ex-
ample by introducing a 30 per 
cent quota system for farming 
organisation boards and 
committees, and establishing 
a ‘talent bank’ of suitably 
qualified women for farming 
positions.

Enabling new entrants to 
establish farms also enables 
more egalitarian gender rela-
tions, it reported: when men 
and women enter agriculture 
together, through buying or 
renting together at the outset, 
more equal gender relations 
exist. It advised more land 
should be made available for 
new entrants, for example on 
Crown Estate Scotland land, 
from large estates, and through 
a ‘matching service’ with older 
farmers. The practice of only 
having one named tenant on 
a croft should be revisited to 
critically evaluate the gender 
implications.

A new group to ensure wom-
en are better represented in 
farming was subsequently an-
nounced by the First Minister, 
Nicola Sturgeon MSP, at the 

Royal Highland Show. ‘This 
report is a welcome insight 
into Scotland’s agricultural 
sector,’ Ms Sturgeon said. 

‘While the report recognises 
the hugely valuable role that 
women play in our farming 
sector, it also highlights some 
significant challenges that 
are holding women back from 
playing an equal and equita-
ble role in agriculture. And 
these need to be addressed.

‘That is why I am delighted 
to announce this taskforce to 
look in depth at the report’s 
recommendations to ensure 
the potential of women in 
farming is realised to better 
represent the forward-facing, 
21st-century Scotland in which 
we live.’

NFU Scotland president An-
drew McCornick commented: 
‘This report from the Scottish 
Government shows that there 
are barriers that stop some 
women taking on high profile 
roles in our industry, and this 
is something that both the 
industry and NFU Scotland 
want to address.

‘This autumn we will be host-
ing a number of events, aimed 
at women in agriculture, across 
Scotland, which will be the 
next step in this process for us.’

PLANT AUCTIONSmorrisleslie.com

Morris Leslie

10:30am Wednesday 26th July 2017 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Full online bidding available:  morrisleslie.com
For further information Call 01821 642940 or visit morrisleslie.com

FURTHER SELECTED ENTRIES INVITED

All Items Subject to Arrival

Large Municipal 
& Utilities Auction

26th
Wednesday

July 2017

Over 300 Entries Expected - All types of Plant, Machinery 
HGV’s, Vans, Trailers, Specialist Utility Vehicles, Contractors 

Tools & Equipment etc.

Walter G Grant
Welger RP12 

& Welger RP12S 
and Claas 46 4x4 

Round balers

Tel: 01343 842114 
or 07702985180

Tel: 01866 833218 Dalmally

GREY FERGY TRACTOR
47/8 with original banana loader, new 
rear tyres, engine running last June, 

good oil pressure, needs battery 
and restoration. Lister single cyl 8HP 

twin heavy � ywheels 46/7 good 
runner and grain roller

O� ers
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PROPERTIES FOR SALE & TO LET

9 Combie Street
Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HN
Tel: 01631 569 466

North Road
Fort William  
PH33 6PP
Tel: 01397 747123

 FREE Lettings Assessments
 FREE Valuations
 Professional Service
 Experienced Local Team
 Fast Results

www.west-property.co.uk
See our independent reviews on www.allagents.co.uk

info@west-property.co.uk
Call, email or visit us online to find out how 
we can get your property moving ... today.

11B LONGSDALE TERRACE, ARGYLL

PCM £525
A first floor two bedroom flat on Longsdale Terrace, Oban. Comprises 
of Lounge. Kitchen (inc. all white goods), 2 double bedrooms (with 
large amounts of storage), family bathroom, hall cupboard. Outside 
there is a large stairwell storage cupboard and a shared drying green 
to the rear. Electric storage heating & double glazing throughout. Park-
ing is on street closeby. Deposit & References Required.. Landlord Reg 
No. 163016/130/24420 Council Tax Band B - AVAILABLE MID JULY.

• 2 Bedroom flat/1 bathroom
• Long Term Let
• EPC Rating - D

ARDTORNISH, PULPIT HILL

PCM £900
Beautiful, detached house with stunning views across Oban Bay. This 
unfurnished, 5-bedroom house has been renovated to a high stand-
ard throughout in modern, neutral décor. The property comprises of: 
porch, hallway, lounge, dining room, kitchen, downstairs WC, large 
utility room, 3 double bedrooms, 2 single bedrooms, 2 en-suites, 
large family bathroom. Double glazed throughout. Rent excludes 
Council Tax (G) and utilities. Deposit & full references required. 
Available end of August. Landlord Reg No. 477753/130/05361.

• 5 bedrooms
• Long Term Let
• EPC Rating - D61 

LORN DRIVE, GLENCOE

PCM £595 
Unfurnished 3 bedroomed mid-terrace house in highly desirable, 
residential area of Glencoe village. Recently refurbished to a good 
standard with neutral décor throughout. The property consists of 
3 double bedrooms, lounge with wood burner, modern kitchen, 
bathroom with shower over the bath, garden to front and rear of 
property. The property is unfurnished throughout. Council Tax Band 
B. Landlords Reg 379042/270/01391: 379037/270/01391. Deposit & 
references required. AVAILABLE NOW FOR LONG TERM LET.

• 3 Bedrooms
• Long Term Let
• EPC Rating - D59

ELLENABEICH

PCM £500
2 Bedroom Unfurnished Cottage in desirable Ellenabeich, Seil. The 
accommodation comprises 2 double bedrooms, family bathroom, 
lounge & kitchen. The kitchen includes a cooker, fridge and washing 
machine. Outside there is a private parking space, flower beds, 
small paved area and nearby shared garden with views towards the 
sea. Single glazing and electric heating throughout. References and 
Deposit required.  Rent excludes Council Tax & Utilities. Landlord 
Reg. No.295062/130/01521. Available July for Long Let.

• 2 Bedrooms
• Long Term Let
• EPC Rating - F27  

ALBANY APARTMENTS, OBAN

OIEO £120,000
18 Albany Apartments - A spacious 2 bedroom ground floor flat within 
easy walking distance of Oban town centre. The flat offers a practical 
layout with lounge, two double bedrooms, kitchen and bathroom. The 
property is decorated in neutral décor throughout and only requires 
some modernisation. There is double glazing throughout and heating 
is provided via electric storage heaters. The property is accessed via 
a secure door entry system and the building is well-maintained by a 
property factor. The property would be well suited as a permanent home 
or would make an excellent rental investment, with high rental demand 
in Oban and similar properties achieving in the region of £550 PCM.

• Ground Floor Flat
• 2 Bedrooms/1 Bathroom
• Excellent buy to let investment
• Walk in to condition
• Close to town centre amenities
• EPC Rating - D

CNOC-A-CHALLTUINN, OBAN

OIRO £160,000
Cnoc-A’challtuinn is in the desirable location of Clachan on 
the Isle of Seil. The property comprises a generous sunroom 
to the front which enjoys views across the Sound of Seil. A 
perfect spot for reading in the afternoon or entertaining guests. 
Through the hall is a cosy lounge/diner with windows front and 
back allowing plentiful natural light. The kitchen has modern 
fitted units and worktop with integral electric oven and hob. A 
back door allows access to the rear garden.

• End Terraced house
• 3 Bedrooms/1 Bathroom/ 

1 WC
• Island location close to Oban
• Manageable garden
• Well maintained
• EPC Rating - F36

DUNVEGAN, ISLE OF SEIL

£250,000
A spacious and bright three bedroom detached bungalow in an 
elevated position on the Isle of Seil. With stunning sea views across 
the Sound of Seil and set in a large mature garden extending to 
approx. 0.8 acres, Dunvegan occupies an idyllic secluded position. 
The property comprises a bright lounge with sizable dining area. This 
room enjoys far reaching views through large glazed patio doors 
which allow access out onto a raised seating area, to take in the sea 
views and stunning West Coast sunsets!

• Detached Bungalow with a 
mooring

• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Stunning Sea Views
• Large mature garden 

(Approx 0.8 acres)
• Two Garages
• EPC Rating - E

Scottish Government’s LBTT revenue has fallen, 
with residential property revenue significantly 
down while second homes tax now accounts for 
nearly a quarter of all LBTT revenues in 2016-17. 
Land & Building Transaction Tax (LBTT) replaced 
UK Stamp Duty in Scotland in April 2015, with the 
Scottish government claiming that nine out of 10 
taxpayers would be better or no worse off under the 
new system. Official figures released by Revenue 
Scotland and analysed by the Scottish Property 
Federation (SPF) show LBTT revenue has fallen 
from 2015 to 2017. 

Looking at the wider picture, it appears that 
the newest LBTT tax, the Additional Dwelling 
Supplement (ADS), has ‘saved the day’ providing 
20% of all LBTT revenue in 2016-17. With a 
mixture of landlords and second home buyers still 
purchasing property despite ADS. In spite of this, 
the Scottish Government is down £82 million on 
original forecasts after the first two years of LBTT. 

This explains the finance secretary Derek Mackay, 
already reducing estimates for the tax by more than 
£750m over the lifetime of the current parliament. 

Amazingly, under the current thresholds, 
transactions between £145,000 and £325,000 
account for over 80 per cent of taxable sales, yet 
they contribute less than 30 per cent of revenue. 
The next price bracket up only accounts for just over 
15 per cent of taxable transactions but contributes 
well over half of the total revenue raised. The top 
1 per cent of transactions, less than 500 sales 
per year, raise more tax for the government than 
the 31,000 transactions between £145,000 and 
£250,000. Leading to calls for a change in the 
thresholds, David Melhuish, director of the Scottish 
Property Federation said: ‘If the 10% residential 
LBTT threshold could be raised to £500,000 from 
its current level of £325,000 we believe this would 
stimulate more activity as it would help transactions 
through alleviating the tax burden for this level of 
the market.’ 

At West, we have certainly noticed ADS effecting 
both second home and buy to let property sale 
prices in Argyll. It will be interesting to see how 
the market will continue to be influenced by these 
relatively recent tax changes.

THE IMPACT OF 
LBTT IN SCOTLAND

GLENCRUITTEN ROAD, OBAN

Guide price £200,000
Fair Haven is a well-proportioned family home located only 
a short walk from all of Oban’s amenities. The ground floor 
comprises a large conservatory which is currently used as 
a bright lounge area which benefits from patio doors which 
lead out to the garden area. There is also a large dining room, 
well-appointed kitchen and double bedroom on the ground 
floor. Upstairs there are a further three double bedrooms 
(1 ensuite) and a family bathroom.

• Detached House
• 4 Bedroom/2 Bathroom
• Easy walking distance to 

the town
• Off road parking
• Large Conservatory
• EPC Rating - F
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WANTED

AGRICULTURAL 

GROUND 

1.5 acres upwards, 

Oban area.

Tel
07564824893

TO LET - INDUSTRIAL UNIT
GLENGALLAN ROAD, OBAN
INTERNAL SPACE 4,000 SQ FT

EXTERNAL SPACE 12,000 SQ FT
£30,000.00 PER ANNUM 

PLUS RATES
TEL: 01631 565229

TO LET 
BARCALDINE

well appointed 
modern three 

bedroom house
with large integral 
garage/workshop
low cost central 
heating system 

available 1st August

Telephone 
01631 562649

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

17/01598/FUL

17/02525/FUL

17/02845/FUL

17/02953/FUL

17/02988/PIP

17/03004/PIP

Development  Address

Achnacon, Glencoe, 
Ballachulish

Land 85M SW of Cnoc 
Mor, Isle of Eigg

Ossians Hotel, High Street,
Fort William

Greymares, Wades Road,
Kinlochleven

Sunart View, Kilchoan,
Acharacle

Torran, Letterfinlay, Spean 
Bridge

Proposal Description

Erection of refrigeration unit for 
deer larder

Proposed erection of a dwelling 
house (AIRIGH) with access, 
parking and turning, and associated 
services

Conversion of major part of existing 
hotel to residential flats

Erection of ‘Wee House’

Erection of Dwelling House 
(renewal)

Erection of a house (modified site 
boundary from existing permission 
16/04437/PIP)

Time period for comments is 14 days, 17/01598/FUL is 21 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Argyll and Bute Council

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997, 
AS AMENDED

ADVERTISEMENT UNDER SECTION 67(2) OF THE MAKING  
OF A REVOCATION ORDER OR MODIFICATION ORDER

Planning Permission for Erection of a Dwellinghouse at Plot 4, 
Glenforsa, Isle of Mull, Argyll and Bute, PA72 6JN

REFERENCE NUMBER: 16/00482/PP
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Argyll and Bute Council have made an 
order under section 65 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 
1997 to revoke the above planning permission.
The Council have been notified by the owner or lessee (if any); the occupier 
of the land, and all persons who in the Council’s opinion will be affected 
by the Order that they do not object to the Order.
Any person who will be affected by the Order and who wishes for an 
opportunity of appearing before and being heard by a person appointed 
by the Scottish Ministers, must give notice in writing to The Scottish 
Ministers, Planning and Architecture Division, Planning Decisions, 2H 
(South), Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ not later than 3rd August 2017.
If no such notice is given by that date the Order will take effect by virtue 
of the provisions of Section 67(7) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997 on 17th August 2017 without being confirmed by 
The Scottish Ministers.
Date 6th July 2017
Charles Reppke, Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, 
Kilmory, Lochgilphead

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & 
Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
–13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead 
PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the 
Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

17/01570/PP Retention of 80 metre high wind 
monitoring mast previously approved 
under application reference 14/00155/
PP, for a further period of 3 years

Land Approx. 3.4 KM South East 
Of Balliemeanoch Farm East 
Lochaweside Dalmally Argyll And 
Bute PA33 1BW 

Sub Post Offi ce 
Dalmally

17/01505/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land North East Of Tower Cottage 
(Plot 3) Glenegedale Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Offi ce 
Port Ellen

17/01506/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land North East Of Tower Cottage 
(Plot 4) Glenegedale Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Offi ce 
Port Ellen

17/01504/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land North East Of Tower Cottage 
(Plot 2) Glenegedale Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Offi ce 
Port Ellen

17/01651/PP Alterations and extensions to 
dwellinghouse, including erection of 
porch

Innishmore Ellenabeich Isle Of Seil 
Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4RQ

Sub Post Offi ce 
Balvicar

17/01095/PP Change of use of land for the 
temporary siting of 2 residential units 
and replacement of byre roof 
(retrospective).

Low Nerabus Port Charlotte Isle Of 
Islay Argyll And Bute PA48 7UE 

Sub Post Offi ce 
Port Charlotte

17/00468/PP Change of use of land for the 
formation of camping site, including 
erection of toilet/shower facilities and 
installation of replacement septic tank

Land North Of Sunset Cottage 
Balevullin Isle Of Tiree Argyll 
And Bute 

Tiree Area Offi ce

17/01485/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Achoras Lerags Oban Argyll And Bute 
PA34 4SE 

Oban Area Offi ce

17/01626/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Plot 2 Land East Of Cairn Cottage 
Port Ellen Isle Of Islay Argyll 
And Bute 

Sub Post Offi ce 
Port Ellen

17/01654/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation 
of sewage treatment plant and 
formation of vehicular access

Land East Of Pier Cottages Kilmelford 
Oban Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Offi ce 
Kilmelford

17/01679/PP Alterations and erection of extension Scaraben Cullipool Isle Of Luing Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4UB

Sub Post Offi ce 
Cullipool

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/fi nd-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confi dential correspondence will not be 
considered. A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all Area Offi ces, Council Libraries 
and on the Councils website.

To fi nd out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Proposed Let of a Croft

Mrs Sheila Dykes is 
applying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent to 
let the tenancy of the croft at 
9 & 10 North Ballachulish, 
Onich to Mr Allan Dykes of  
Aultbeg, Old Town, North 
Ballachulish, Onich, Fort 
William, Inverness-shire.

If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township or if 
the Commission consider 
that you have a direct 
interest in this application, 
you may submit comments 
on the proposal in writing 
or other permanent form to 
the Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW (e-mail: info@
crof ting.scotland.gov.uk) 
within 28 days from the 
date of publication of this 
advert.

Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties.  Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
TEMPORARY FLOATING PIER, 

LOCH SUNART
Notice is hereby given that Scottish Woodlands Ltd 
has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) 
Act 2010, in respect of a temporary floating pier, 
Invasion Bay, Loch Sunart at:

 Location Latitude Longitude
   Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

 Invasion bay, 56° 41.216’ N 005° 42.486’ W
 Loch Sunart 56° 41.217’ N 005° 42.463’ W
  56° 41.182’ N 005° 42.458’ W
  56° 41.182’ N 005° 42.481’ W
  56° 41.198’ N 005° 42.504’ W

 (WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at the Ardnamurchan Library in the Sunart 
Centre, Strontian, PH36 4JA.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 14 days of the date of this notice or by email to: 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference: 

MCMS No. 06415
Applicant: Scottish Woodlands Ltd

HARBOURS ACT 1964 (AS AMENDED)
THE TOBERMORY HARBOUR EMPOWERMENT 

ORDER 2017
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT The Tobermory 
Harbour Empowerment Order 2017 (the “Order”) was 
made by the Scottish Ministers on 9 June 2017.  The 
Order came into operation on 10 June 2017.  
Any person who desires to question the Order on the 
ground that there was no power to make the Order or that 
a requirement of the Harbours Act 1964 (as amended) 
was not complied with in relation to the Order may, within 
six weeks from the date on which the Order became 
operative, make an application for that purpose to the 
Court of Session.
A copy of the Order and the map annexed to it may be 
inspected, free of charge, between the hours of 9am 
and 5pm from Monday to Friday at Tobermory Harbour 
Association, Taigh Solais, Ledaig, Tobermory, Isle of 
Mull, PA75 6NR.  

Any person who requires any further information 
regarding the Order should contact the undernoted 

agents for Tobermory Harbour Association:
Burness Paull LLP, 50 Lothian Road, Edinburgh EH3 9WJ

Ref: TOB/2001/3/CNM/AJXL

PUBLIC NOTICES

First registration
 of a croft

Ivor Macleod has 
registered their croft 
29 Auchinahard on the 
crofting register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
land court by 8/3/2018.

Details of registration can 
be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home. 
The croft registration is 
C4156.

A meeting of
shareholders

for the Langall & 
Dalnabreck
Common 
Grazings

will be held on
July 26th at 7pm 
in Mingarry Hall
with the purpose

of electing a
new grazings
committee.
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S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT DUE?

Your car is in 
good hands at...

MOT TESTING, SERVICING & REPAIRS
TYRES & EXHAUSTS SUPPLIED AND FITTED

ALL MAKES AND MODELS OF CARS, 4X4’S VANS

Tel 07703490572 ask for Robert

WANTED

All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 
cruiser, all pickups single or double cabs, 

any condition, runner or not,
 high miles no problem.

Tel 01369 810256

STATIC CARAVAN FOR SALE

35’x10’, 3 bedrooms, 8 berth, with full 
balcony, on quiet site Loch Long, 

near Dunoon.

£3,500 including site fees.

Please phone 01770 303505 and leave a message

16 FOOT INSHORE FISHING BOAT
Yamaha 3.5hp engine, spare fuel tank, oars & 

rowlocks, bilge pump, day anchor plus complete 
heavy mooring, winter cover, bow & stern warps, 

painted and freshly antifouled, ready for the water, 
lying Brodick.

Was advertised for £750.00 
now accept sensible o� ers.

DRIVETIMES          SAILING TIMES          GARAGES      
CAR DEALERSHIPS          MOTORING NEWSWest Coast MOTORING TIMES

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Tel: 07557478803 (Arran)

17’ BROOM SPEEDBOAT
17’ broom speedboat 
with 70hp Yamaha 
outboard with electric 
trim tilt, recent prop 
and twin fuel tanks, 
galvanised break back 
trailer. Boat, engine 
and trailer in good 
condition, boat interior 
needs a little TLC hence 
price.£1700 ono

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

YAMAHA 5.5M C/W 115HP 
YAMAHA 5.5 M RIB FITTED 
WITH YAMAHA 115 HP 
4-STROKE
COMPLETE PACKAGE 
WITH TRAILER BOARDING 
LADDER ETC.
in very good condition, 
engine 200hours approx.£5,900 INC. VAT

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

SPECIAL OFFER
NEW PRE REG 

HONDA CB125F
4 STROKE, ELECTRIC START 

FULL WARRANTY

ONLY £2,300   
SAVE £500

SAILINGTIMES

Tel: 01586 552330

HONDA CBF1000 GT
ABS, MOT until 
April 2018, stored 
for 2 years, very 
good condition, 
many extras, 
only 4700 miles.

£3995

Mob: 07876027305 (Arran)

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 SRI CDTI
13 plate.  25,638 
miles. MOT to 
March ’18.  VGC 
inside & out.

£7750

Tel: 07979 797605

RENAULT CLIO CAMPUS 1.2
3door, 102,000 miles, 
1 years MOT,
Good car, runs well, new 
front and back brakes, stereo 
upgraded so Aux and USB 
ports available, electric 
windows, rubber mats, few 
minor scratches, cheap 
insurance, good � rst car.£900

NEW CAR 
INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire 
PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

Tel.01546 606767/ 606272

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW

 CAR 
DEALERSHIP 

PLEASE 
CALL: 
01631

568000

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080/880440

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

Tel.01546 606767/ 606272

EAGLESHAM

2017/17 ISUZU D-MAX ARCTIC TRUCK AT35 
VISION PACK, BLACK NEW VEHICLE, BEAT THE WAITING LIST 
£35995 + VAT
2016/16 Isuzu D-Max Eiger, Mineral Grey, One owner, 
Reversing camera, 17656 miles ................................ £16995 + VAT
2009/59 Landrover Defender 110, 
Blue, 49522 miles ................................................... £12995 + VAT
2016/16 Subaru Brz SE Lux, Silver Manual 
Leather/Alcantara seats only 5156 miles...........................................£19995
2012/62Jaguar XF D SE SPORTBRAKE Automatic, Diesel, 
5 doors 2013, blue, 27,080 miles ......................................................£15,995
2015/65 Subaru Levorg GT, White, STI bodykit, 
Immaculate condition, 18105 miles ........................................£19995
2014/14 Subaru Forester XT, Silver, One owner 
Leather, Sat Nav, Automatic 37231 miles ................................£17995
2012/12 BMW X5 XDrive 30D SE, Automatic, Diesel, 
Leather Metallic Blue, 45069 miles ...................................................£20995
2015/64 Mercedes-Benz A Class A200 CDI AMG SPORT 
Semi Auto, Diesel, 5 doors 2015, white, 29,987 miles ..................£16,995
2009/09 Volkswagen Golf GTI, White, 3 Door, 
Alloys, Sports seats 99355 miles .........................................................£8995
2008/08 MINI Hatch COOPER D 
Manual, Diesel, 3 doors 2008, yellow, 62,456 miles ........................£5,495 
2014/14 Mercedes-Benz GL Class GL350 CDI AMG 
Sport, Diesel, Black with Beige Interior, 7 Seats,
Fantastic spec ....................................................................£42995
2015/15, Landrover Defender TWISTED, 
Corris Grey, Scarce vehicle, Full Twisted Spec, 
Call for options list, 9017 miles ...............................£39995 NO VAT
2014/64 BMW 3 Series 330D 
XDRIVE M SPORT TOURING 
Automatic, Diesel, 5 doors 2014, white, 46,032 miles ...............£21,995 
2014/64 Volkswagen Touran SE TDI BLUEMOTION 
TECHNOLOGY Manual, Diesel, 5 doors 2014, 
blue, 20,760 miles ...............................................................................£12,995
2012/12 Volvo V60 DRIVE R-DESIGN 
S/S Manual, Diesel, 5 doors 2012, blue, 43,281 miles ..................£10,495

www.sandsservices.co.uk
Excellent fi nance packages available.      Tel: 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

S&S SERVICES

01770 302066 or 07817 450331 (Arran)

VOLKSWAGEN MOVE UP! 
3 door 998cc 
September 2013.
18,000 miles.
Very good condition.

£4350
including FREE 
SERVICE and MOT 
test in September

BREAKING
NEWS!

S&S SERVICES SCOOP 
ANOTHER DEALER OF 

THE YEAR AWARD.
S&S Services in Ayr has been named 

Dealer of the Year 2017 by Subaru UK for 
an impressive 11th time.

The family-owned business has sold 
Subaru models to buyers across Ayrshire 

since 1978.
Paul Tunnicliffe, managing director of 

Subaru UK, said: ‘S&S are the epitome 
of a great Subaru dealer – hard working, 
passionate and totally committed to the 
brand and to their customers. They have 
unsurprisingly been at the very top of the 
league table of dealers for many years 
now, and I cannot be more pleased for 

them to receive this honour.’
John Spicer, dealer principal at S&S 

Services, said: ‘I would like to thank staff 
and all of our customers for helping us 

achieve this fantastic award.’
Located in Heathfi eld Road, S&S 

Services is one of the longest-serving 
Subaru dealers in the UK. 

ADVERTORIAL

Tel 07889546017

TOYOTA HILUX 2.5
Turbo diesel HL2 
2008 model, 08 
plate, Ifor Williams 
canopy, MOTD 
December 2017
Immaculate 
condition inside 
and out.

£5700

Txt 07836 
506032 for 

details

25FT
MOTOR 
SAILER
“Minona” Fisher

25 Freeward 20hp 
Yanmar diesel. 

Galley, sea toilet 
Chart plotter. VHF. Full 

inventory, Moored Crinan

£14,750ono
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RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

 FIND A JOB
 SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS 
 GET CAREER ADVICE
 ADVERTISE A JOB

Visit hijobs.net

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

RECRUITMENT IN ASSOCIATION WITH

2 x AHFA Electricians (17th edition)
1 x Oban 1 x Argyll-wide
£13.09 - £15.40 per hour (plus overtime, on call and price 
work available)
Permanent positions 37.5 hours per week 
For more information, please contact Lee Holness on 
01546 605 815
Interviews will be held in Oban on 8th August 2017.
Closing Date for above posts: 12 noon on Friday 21st July 
2017.

AHFA Painter Oban
£10.83 - £12.75 per hour (plus overtime, on call and 
price work available)
Permanent position 37.5 hours per week
For more information please contact Phil Burn on 01546 
605815.
Interviews will be held in Oban on 8th August. 
Closing Date for above post: 12 noon on Friday 21st July 
2017.

ACHA Community Support Assistant
Lochgair Place, Tarbert
£5,919.29 - £6,963.57 12.5 hours per week
For more information, please contact Jenna Philips on 
01546 605808 or email jenna.philips@acha.co.uk  
Interviews will be held in Lochgilphead on Tuesday 1st 
August 2017

ACHA Administrative Assistant
Lochgilphead
£16,574 - £19,498 35 hours per week
Fixed term to April 2019
For more information contact Lachlan Wood on 01546 605832 
or email lachlan.wood@acha.co.uk 
Interviews will be held in Lochgilphead on 18 July 2017. 
Closing Date for the ACHA posts:   12 noon on Friday 14th 
July 2017
For further details and to apply visit the recruitment section of 
our website www.acha.co.uk
CVs are not accepted. 
If you are unable to access the website, contact the 
Recruitment Team:
Tel 01546 605917 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk

ARDFERN YACHT CENTRE LTD

MARINA CO-ORDINATOR
(Competitive salary depending 
on qualifications and experience)

We require a full-time Marina Co-ordinator to 
join our busy marina, boatyard and chandlery 
office near Lochgilphead in Mid Argyll.

Candidates will be able to demonstrate strong 
organisational and communication skills, 
together with being able to effectively manage 
customer relations, allowing them to oversee all 
the berthing, mooring and storage bookings, 
coordinate boat movements and complete the 
associated billing for the business.

Reporting to the general manager, ideally 
you will be familiar with office administration, 
including processing sales invoices and have 
experience using Microsoft Office packages 
such as Excel. Knowledge of Sage software 
would be an advantage.

The 5-day-week position does involve working 
one day over the weekend. An interest in 
or past experience of sailing or boating is 
advantageous.

Please apply in writing for an application 
form and full job description by email to 
Mark Cameron, General Manager, mark@
ardfernyacht.co.uk Ardfern Yacht Centre Ltd, 
Ardfern, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8QN.

Closing Date For Applications July 14th 2017

Exceptional opportunities to 
join our team at this unique 

Relais & Chateaux 5 star 
Country House Hotel

Lifeguard, Kitchen Porter, 
Chef, Waiter, Housekeeping 

assistant, Book Keeper
Competitive salaries

Uniform provided
5 star training
Meals on duty

28 days holiday

To apply for any of these positions,
send your CV and covering letter to

The General Manager
Via Email, GM@eriska-hotel.co.uk

Via Post, Isle of Eriska Hotel,
Spa & Golf, Ledaig, Oban,

Argyll, PA37 1SD
Alternatively apply via

www.hijobs.net

We’re getting busy

REF554 STORE MANAGER
SPAR SPEAN BRIDGE, 

INVERNESS-SHIRE, PH34 4EP
Full-time position, 39 hours over 5 days per week

Evening and weekend work 
will be required to meet business needs

Due to Licensing Laws applicants 
must be age 18 or over

As Store Manager, you will demonstrate 
strong leadership, people management and 
commercial skills.  A natural forward planner 
and organiser, you will manage the operation 
to deliver excellent customer service and 
maximise sales and we offer comprehensive 
training to help you do it.

If you have a proven background in retail, the 
determination to deliver and a flexible approach 
to work, this may be the ideal opportunity for 
you to take the next step in your career. 

If you agree, we look forward to 
receiving your online application at 

www.cjlang.co.uk/jobs.aspx  

Closing date for applications is 21 July 2017.

ANDERSON BANKS
ADMINISTRATOR/ESTATE AGENT
We are seeking an enthusiastic, motivated 
full time office administrator to support our 
team in a very busy legal office. Duties will 
include typing (audio and copy), reception, 
estate agency and other general office 
duties. Good typing, computer skills and 
driving licence essential.  
Apply in writing to Anderson Banks, 22 
Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT or 
ssteward@andersonbanks.co.uk by Friday 
14th July 2017.

The Culture Collection of Algae and Protozoa (www.ccap.ac.uk) is a world 
renowned biological resource centre maintaining and supplying around 
3000 strains of microalgae, cyanobacteria, protozoa and seaweeds. 
SAMS seeks a support scientist to join the CCAP team in carrying out 
its curatorial and service roles focusing on the maintenance of protozoa, 
seaweeds and green microalgae and general enhancement of the 
Collection; and also to support specific project delivery in Marine Ecology 
and Chemistry.
The post-holder should have good team-working skills and experience 
of working in a microbiological laboratory. Flexible working hours can be 
negotiated. 
Due to additional funding becoming available, this post is combined with a 
previously advertised part-time post. Note that there is potential to fill this 
by a job share.
For further information and to apply for this position online, go to: www.
sams.ac.uk.  Alternatively, please write to:  Human Resources,  Algal 
Bio-resources Support Scientist, (Job Ref. D05/17.CC), The Scottish 
Association for Marine Science, Scottish Marine Institute, Oban, Argyll, 
PA37 1QA or e-mail recruitment@sams.ac.uk 

Closing date: Friday 14th July 2017
SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal opportunities policy and 
welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

Algal Bio-resources 
Support Scientist 
£18,940 per annum  Potential job share

First Gardener
Crarae  
Full Time Permanent 
£22, 631 + gardening  
retention bonus of £1,752

Crarae is a vibrant and exciting garden to work 
within. Its long and varied history underpins 
the whole estate and its management with the 
gardens forming an integral part of the overall 
visitor experience. The gardens are always 
evolving within its historical framework both as 
a plantsmans garden and as a living work of 
art. We are seeking a suitably skilled and 
motivated individual to join us to continue its 
reputation and extend its interest to all visitors.

The job of First Gardener exists to support the 
Head Gardener in ensuring that the garden and 
policies of elements of Crarae Garden are 
managed, maintained and developed as an 
internationally-recognised garden of 
outstanding horticultural importance; 
contributing to the property’s overall 
conservation and development, and its 
enjoyment by visitors and supporters.

For full job details and information about 
how to apply, go to http://www.nts.org.uk/
About/vacancies.  Closing date for all 
applications is 14th July 2017. Visit us at 
www.nts.org.uk

The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic Interest  
or Natural Beauty is a charity registered in Scotland, 
Charity Number SC 007410
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Scrupulously 
honest 

DRIVER 
REQUIRED 
for local seafood 

business
part-time 

minimum 2 days per 
week (possibly more)

£12 per hour
Telephone: 

07881 418565

Handover 
cleaner

required for holiday 
house Kilmelford. 

Saturday 
changeover day 4 

hours £15 per hour. 

Call 
07525166159



MOBILITY

STATIONERY

CALENDARS

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

CRANE HIRE CHIMNEY SERVICES

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire 
Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk.

FREE LISTINGS
 FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

PERSONAL NOTICE

BLINDS
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Happy 
Birthday 
Moll Doll

21 and so beautiful
From

Aunty Louise
PS Thank you for 
stealing my phone 

and taking this picture 
for me.

GARDEN SERVICE & REPAIRS

TRADE SUPPLIES

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

BUY LOCAL           SELL LOCAL      
TRADE LOCAL            SWAP LOCAL

ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

BRASS BED Antique Ed-
wardian 6’ length x 4’ width. 
Phone for details and price, 
under £100 Telephone 
07919 106318.
FOOTBALL AND COLLEC-
TOR SCARVES including 
European and English clubs 
plus a Dr Who replica scarf.  
Excellent condition. £5 for 
group of fi ve. Telephone 
01631 770310.
STEAMER LUGGAGE 
TRUNK Vintage brown with 
wood trim, well used but in 
good condition. Oban. £50 
Telephone 07733 485482².

AUDIO EQUIPMENT
PIONEER MUSIC CENTRE 
hardly used, £60 Telephone 
07760 334367.
SPEAKERS 2 x Skytec 
250Watt speakers on 
stands plus 2 x Carlsbro 
amplifi ers 150Watt 6 inputs 
and 100Watt 4 inputs,  £99 
Telephone 07766 659679.

BABY EQUIPMENT
FISHER-PRICE precious 
planet 2 in 1 wind up mobile, 
suitable for cot or buggy,  £25 
Telephone 07733 485482².
TRAVEL COT folding, £15 
Telephone 07833 551164.

BOOKS
CHRISTINE MARION 
FRASER NOVELS twenty in 
total, £10, Telephone 07833 
551164.

BUILDING / DIY
FIVE TREAD STEPS two 
pair, professional “yellow”,  
£30 per pair, Telephone 
07760 334367.

NINE TREAD STEPS one 
pair, professional, £40, Tele-
phone 07760 334367.

CAMPING & CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

CARAVAN/MOTOR HOME 
Fiamma level ramps 8 ton, 
twin pack WC fl uids,  pro-
pane gas regulator, triple 
waste water adapter, towing 
mirror set & 2 blinds, £40 
Telephone 07999 680085.
CARAVAN/MOTORHOME 
38 litre Wastemaster comes 
with carry bag - Aqua Roll 
features collapsible, remov-
able handles. Both minimal 
use and no damage, £65 
Telephone 07999 680085.

CAR ACCESSORIES
NEW TYRE FOR 4X4 
never used, 215/65/R16 
Bridgestone Dueler - garage 
clearance, £30 Telephone 
01397 702131.

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES
UPRIGHT FREEZER tall, 
white, good condition, £25 
Telephone 01631 720501.
ZANUSSI FRIDGE/
FREEZER Stainless Steel, 
Height 1845mm X 595mm 
wide X 642mm deep. Less 
than 18 months old, £150 
ono, Telephone 01880 
730265.

DOMESTIC PETS
WORKING COLLIE PUPS 
10 weeks old, available now, 
Telephone 01397 712551.

FURNITURE
DINING TABLE, OVAL 
wooden table, 54” long, 38” 
wide extending to 56”. Good 
clean condition, £15 Tele-
phone 01631 770698.

PINE DINING TABLE round 
pedestal table, 100cm in 
diameter, with four matching 
chairs,  suitable for dining 
room or kitchen,  £50, Tele-
phone 07809 678443.
SINGLE DIVAN BED in good 
condition, £15, Telephone 
07809 678443.

GARDEN
SUN LOUNGERS Malibu 
black, set of two, 1 in excel-
lent condition, 1 still in orig-
inal wrapping, cost £50, sell 
for £40 Telephone 07733 
485482².

GARDEN MACHINERY.
FLYMO 2 Stroke, 18” cut, 
good order, £95 Telephone 
01855 811092.
GARDEN VAC Black & 
Decker, used only once, £35 
Telephone 07818 754041.

HEALTH AND FITNESS
FIT FLOPS genuine and 
brand new, size 6, pewter, 
wrong size purchased, cost 
£60, will sell for,  £50 Tele-
phone 07733 485482².
FOLDING EXERCISE 
COMFORT BIKE (indoors), 
not used in good condition. 
Town centre, £70, Telephone 
01631 565404.

HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD, White, Blue and Pink 
colours in stock available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print. 
Telephone 01586 554975.

INDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

SNOOKER BALLS, 2” diam. 
comprising 10 reds, col-
ours, 2 white - suitable for 

small table. - boxed, never 
used, £25 Telephone 07934 
491712.

LEISURE AND LIFESTYLE
HOT STICKS by Babyliss, in 
carry case and in excellent 
condition, £25 Telephone 
07733 485482².
LARGE HOLDALLS with 
wheels, two available, sel-
dom used, £12 each Tele-
phone 07818 754041.
LARGE SUITCASE 
wheeled, in good condi-
tion, £12 Telephone 07818 
754041.

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk or telephone 01371 
851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGH-
LAND CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk or 
telephone 01371 851868,  
Telephone .

MARINE
DINGHY LAUNCHING 
WHEELS (PAIR) HRD 
Marine transom launching 
wheels. Fit to transom of 
dinghy/infl atable, fold up 
when in water, heavy duty 
700lb capacity, £30 Tele-
phone 01631 770698.

MARINE ELECTRONICS
BISON ELECTRICAL OUT-
BOARD 24v, 86lbs Thrust, 
plus 2 Lucas 12v leisure 
batteries, only used 3 hours,  
£240 Telephone 01397 
703518.

MISCELLANEOUS
WATER FEATURE bronze 
effect, mermaid on a shell 
pool with 3 glass lights, pho-
to available. Cost £350, sell 
for £99.99 Telephone 07733 
485482².

PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 
Market your business ef-
fectively with professionally 
designed leafl ets, posters 
and fl yers from Krisp Print. 
Telephone 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS New 
baby or wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival or 
big day.  Truly individual, a 
treasured keepsake.  Call 
Krisp Print. Telephone 
01586 554975.

TOYS AND GAMES
NEW DOLLS HOUSE Victo-
rian style with furniture, £35 
Telephone 07833 551164.

AT HOME WITH
MELANIE REID 
SCOTLAND’S 
TEA PLANTATIONS

GIN CHALLENGE
IRVINE WELSH ON 

HEROES, VILLAINS 

& GUINEA PIGS

AUGUST 2017

CARS OF THE YEAR – Motoring guru Neil Lyndon 

runs the rule over the best cars on the market this year

Plus

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   AUGUST 2017. £4.25
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GLORIOUS GLENCOE 
Marine and explorer Aldo Kane 

on his love for Lochaber 

FUN AT SCHOOLS 

COUNTRYSIDE 
DAY IN KELSO

WINMEAL FOR 
4 ON ROYAL 

YACHT BRITANNIA

Summer days out 

with the children100

Conservatories   Orangeries    Sun Lounges   Garden Rooms Mozolowski & Murray

Mozolowski & Murray

Conservatory Design Centre

57 Comiston Road Edinburgh EH10 6AG

Open 7 days, Monday to Friday 10am to 5pm, 

Saturday and Sunday 10am to 4pm

www.mozmurray.co.uk

To fi nd out more call us on 

0345 050 5440

Visit our design centre 

or request a brochure.
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AUGUST 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 

Marine & explorer

Aldo Kane

At home with 
Melanie Reid
Scotland’s tea 
plantations
WIN a meal for
4 on the Royal
Yacht Britannia

100

Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 

Aldo KaneAldo KaneAldo KaneAldo Kane
ON HIS LOVE 
FOR LOCHABER

CARS OF 
THE YEAR 

SUMMER DAYS 
OUT WITH THE 
CHILDREN 

www.scottishfield.co.uk

SUMMER DAYS 
62     WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK

1. TreeZone 
Loch Lomond 
Shores
If you’re looking for a fun day out then TreeZone is the exhilarating, nature-based adventure for you. There are balance beams, crazy crossings, Tarzan swings and a monster zip-wire. Open daily, with the fi rst session usually starting at 10am. Prices 

starting from £18. Tel: 01389 496 055 www.treezone.co.uk/loch-lomond

3. Frankie 
and Lolas, 
Inverness
6000 square feet of Safari-themed fun with two stand-alone play frames, party rooms and a bistro. So while your children play in the jungle, sit back, relax and let the adventure unfold.Open daily 10am-6pm. Adults get in for free, babies £2 and toddlers+ £5.50. Tel: 01463 262 362 www.frankieandlolas.co.uk

2. St Hilda Sea Adventures, 
Tobermory
You will see beautiful, unspoiled coastlines of spectacular sea lochs, stunning 

Highland landscapes and incredible wildlife. A unique family 
sailing holiday and an unforgettable family cruising and sailing adventure for all ages. Open daily. Prices start at £150 per person per night. Tel: 07745 550 988 

www.sthildaseaadventures.co.uk

4. Wonder 
World Soft 
Play, KirkcaldyWonder World is Fife’s biggest and most exciting children’s indoor adventure centre. This custom built centre has been designed to stimulate children’s imagination and encourage physical development in a safe and fun environment. Open daily 10am-5pm. Adults and under 1s get in free, under 3s £5 and 3-12 year olds £6.95. Tel: 01592 802 343www.

wonderworldsoftplay.co.uk
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5. Landmark 
Forest 
Adventure 
Park, 
Carrbridge
An amazing day of fun, discovery, exploration and 

adventure awaits. A range of attractions for all ages including three tumbling 
cascade rides, aerial challenges and a nature trail. Open daily July 18-August 21 10am-7pm. Tel: 01479 841 613

www.landmarkpark.co.uk

6. The 
Experience, 
Greater 
Glasgow & The Clyde Valley
The experience is a fi ve star themed entertainment and events venue housing Scotland’s only indoor electric go-karting arena and laser 

experience.
Open Monday-
Wednesday 11am-8pm, Thursday-Friday 11am-10pm and Saturday-Sunday 
10am-10pm. Tickets start at £12. Tel: 

0141 883 4005
www.
theexperience.org.uk

7. School 
Holiday 
Adventure 
Days, DundeeThere’s lots to choose from at Ancrum 

Outdoor Centre. Have a go at canoeing, archery, white water rafting and many more. Open Monday-Thursday 9am-8pm and Friday 9am-
5pm. Tel: 01382 435 911 
www.
ancrum.
com

8. The Fun 
Factory, 
Dundee
A fun fi lled family day out with an out-of-this-world soft play area. While the kids play, the adults can relax and have a bite to eat in the cafe area. There’s also a baby area for the wee ones. Open daily 10am-6pm. Under 6 months get in for free, 6 months to 1 year £1.50, 1 year to under 5 £5 and over 5’s £5.75. Tel: 01382 501 725 

www.
funfactorydundee.com

9. Aquatec, 
MotherwellRelax at a leisure pool whilst the kids go on the fl umes, water rapids and water play feature.

Open Monday to Friday 6am-10pm, Saturday and Sunday 8am-8pm. Tel: 01236 341 968
www.nlleisure.co.uk
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Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times
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Louise Glen
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Ellie Forbes
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MEMORIALS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the 
following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, 
decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee 
the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement 
shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order 

by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing 
which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction 
of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by 
the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll 
Sheriff Court or such other Court as 
the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, 
misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either 
re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or 

adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made 
where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances 
shall the total liability of the Publisher for 
any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price 
paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which 
liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more 
of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance 
of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 
must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by 
the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of 
non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis 
from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late 
payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow 
any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: 
(01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Offi ce. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

Newsdesk
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editor@obantimes.co.uk
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SHARPLES - LAW
Caroline Sharples and Alastair Law were married at St Peter’s 

Church, Askham on May 20th 2017.
The happy couple were joined by a large gathering of 

family and friends.

WEDDINGS

Thought for the week

There’s plenty in the world to get angry about. How we respond to our own anger or 
that of others makes the difference between letting God work through us or perpet-
uating the evil.
Many will know the saying: ‘If you think you are too small to make a difference, try 
sleeping with a mosquito.’ Lawyer and civil rights activist Marian Wright Edelman 
came up with a similar vivid image: ‘You just need to be a flea against injustice. 
Enough committed fleas biting strategically can make even the biggest dog uncom-
fortable and transform even the biggest nation.’  
We might not usually choose to be compared to fleas, or perhaps midges, mosquitoes, 
or clegs, but if we’re biting in the right place then our anger will be like that which 
Jesus expressed in the temple all those years ago.
Whether it’s between individuals or at evil in its many forms, anger can be construc-
tive. But it is sound advice not to let the sun go down on it. We may have to face the 
same issues in the morning but we’ll sleep better if we end the day giving thanks for 
something, being joyful about something, reaching out in some way, apologising if 
appropriate, celebrating the genuine good that is out there too. The last word may 
not mean everything is solved but it holds out love and hope. Whatever the next day 
brings, we’ll know the last one ended as well as it could have.
 Rev Liz Gibson

‘Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not make 
room for the devil.’ (Ephesians 4.26-27)

‘Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.’ (Romans 12.21)

ENGAGEMENTS
ROSS - MACLEOD - Both 
families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of 
Barney, eldest son of Kenneth
and Hester Ross, Kilmelford 
and Islay, and Ceit-Anna, elder 
daughter of Finlay and Norma 
MacLeod, Shawbost, Lewis.

DEATHS
AHMAD - Khurshed (Agha). 
Passed away peacefully on July 
3, 2017, aged 86 years. Beloved 
husband of Joyce (Collier) and 
devoted father of Sameena. A 
private funeral will be held.
BOWLES - Ian Charles 
Arthur. Late of Oxford, Isle of 
Mull and latterly of Edinburgh, 
who died peacefully after a 
short illness at Ellen’s Glen 
House Hospital, Edinburgh 
on June 24, 2017, aged 82. Ian 
will be sadly missed by family 
and friends. A Requiem Mass 
will take place at Old St Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Jeffrey 
Street, Edinburgh on Thursday 
July 13 at 11.00 am, followed 
by a burial at Suie Cemetery, 
Bunessan, Isle of Mull on 
Friday July 14 at 12 noon, to 
which all family and friends 
are welcome. 
CRAIG - Peacefully at home 
with his family, on Sunday 
July 2  2017, Johnnie, beloved 
husband to Isobel, precious 
dad to Shirley, father-in-law 
to Davy and devoted papay 
to Nicole and Kian. Loving 
brother, brother-in-law and 
uncle. Funeral to be held at 
Oban Parish Church on Friday 
July 7 at 1 pm. Family fl owers 
only. Retiring collection, if 
desired to the Macmillan Suite 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban.
MACARTHUR -  James 
(Seumas Beag). On June 29, 
2017 in Islay hospital after a 
short illness, James passed 
away aged 88. Husband of the 
late Mae, father of Dorothy, 
Mary, Catriona and Charles. 
Father-in-law of Paul, David 
and Maura. Proud and 
adoring grandfather to his 
ten grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren. The 
funeral took place on July 5 in 
Portnahaven and was followed 
by interment at Nerabus. Islay 
will be a duller place without 
him.
MORANS - On June 29, 2017, 
suddenly but peacefully at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital Oban, 
Catherine (Katie) Morans, 
in her 85th year, beloved 
daughter of the late Edward 
and Margaret Morans, much 
loved sister of Rose and the late 
Margaret, John, Archibald and 
Edward, a dearly loved aunt 
and great aunt of all the family, 
a greatly loved and respected 
dear friend of many. Funeral 
service at Tarbert Free Church 
(today) Thursday July 6, at 12 
noon, interment thereafter at 
Carrick Cemetery, to which all 
friends are respectfully invited. 
Family fl owers only please, 
donations if desired to Tarbert 
Free Church.

ROBERTSON - Tomintoul. 
Peacefully in her home with 
her family at her bedside 
on Monday July 3, 2017, 
Janet (Jenny), aged 85 years, 
Tomnabat Court, Tomintoul 
and formerly of Dunbeg, 
Glasgow and Oban. A retired 
telephonist with the Scottish 
Ambulance Service. A dearly 
loved sister, sister-in-law, aunt 
and a good friend to many. 
Funeral service to be held 
at Inverness Crematorium, 
Kilvean, Glenurquhart Road, 
Inverness, IV3 8JN, on 
Monday July 10, 2017 at 1 
p.m. All friends respectfully 
invited. Family fl owers only 
please. Donations, if desired, 
are to benefi t the Highland 
Hospice. All enquiries to John 
Ross Funeral Services Ltd. 
(01479) 872222.
SCOTT - Peacefully at the 
Knapdale Ward, Mid Argyll 
Hospital, Lochgilphead on  June 
22, 2017, James Conway Scott, 
in his 89th year, of Avonmore, 
Western Road, Tobermory, Isle 
of Mull. Formerly of J.A.M 
Scott Butchers, Juniper Green. 
Beloved husband of the late 
Christina Moncur, loving and 
much loved father of Jane, 
Clare and Roddy and cherished 
grandpa of Scott, Eoghann, 
Rachel, Lewis, Vivian, 
Rebecca and great-grandpa 
of Amelia, Calen, Franquie 
and Eoghann. Dear brother of 
Connie, Muriel, Derek and the 
late Michael, respected uncle 
and cousin to all the family.  A 
good friend to many. Funeral 
Service will be held at Morton 
Hall Crematorium (Pentland 
Chapel) on Monday July 10, 
2017, at 12.30 pm. Family 
fl owers only please. Donations, 
if desired, to: Alzheimer 
Scotland and P.S.P.A. All 
friends are respectfully invited 
to attend. Enquiries to Donald 
MacDonald Funeral Directors, 
01546 602226. 
WOOD - Peacefully at 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on June 28, 2017, Irene 
Massie, beloved wife of the 
late Roy Wood, dear mother, 
grandmother and great-
grandmother. Funeral will take 
place at Oban Parish Church, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban 
on Monday July 10 at 1.pm. 
Retiring collection, in lieu of 
fl owers for Prostate Cancer. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMPBELL - The family 
of the late Angus Campbell, 
Bohuntin, would like to thank 
all relatives and friends for 
their support following the 
death of Angus. Also for all 
the many Mass Cards and 
sympathy cards received and to 
all who attended his Requiem 
Mass and his interment at 
Cille Choirill. Thanks to Mgr 
D MacKinnon and Deacon 
Thomas Wynne for their 
spiritual visits to Angus whilst 
he was resident in Invernevis 
House. Thanks also to Mgr 
Thomas Wynne and Deacon 
Thomas for celebrating funeral 
mass. Many thanks to all 
staff at Invernevis House and 
district nurses for their care 

of Angus. Retiral collection 
for local Parkinsons Group/
Invernevis House was £540. 
Also thanks to Mike McFall, 
Funeral Directors for all their 
help.
MACLEAN - Donald and the 
family of the late Margaret (née 
Bell) wish to thank all those 
who helped with the care of 
Margaret. To the Rev Dr Iain 
Barclay for the lovely church 
service, to Hamish Hoey and 
Son for their professional 
arrangements and to the Oban 
Bay Hotel for the purvey. 
Thanks also to the nurses from 
Lorn Medical Centre, also Dr 
Ruth MacLean for her home 
visits and phone calls, a special 
thanks to the Mears Carers who 
cared for and enabled Margaret 
to stay at home. Thank you to 
everyone for their calls, cards 
and visits on this sad occasion 
and to everyone who attended 
the church and graveside. 

MEMORIAMS
BROWN - In ever loving 
memory of my wonderful 
parents Lachlan Brown, died 
July 2, 1972, Annie Brown, 
died July 4, 2002 both at The 
Bungalow, Crossapol, Tiree.
Though their smiles have gone 
forever 
And their hands we cannot 
touch
We still have so many 
memories
Of the ones we loved so much.
Always remembered 
- Christina, Alison and Ewan, 
Dunoon, Devon and USA.
BROWN - Remembering with 
love a very dear mum, gran and 
great-gran Annie, who passed 
away on July 4, 2002 also my 
dear father Lachlan, passed 
away on July 2, 1972.
Your life is a beautiful memory
Your absence a silent grief
- Inserted by their loving 
son Lachie, daughter-in-law 
Sandra and family.
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of our dear mum and 
nana Annette, passed away on 
June 30, 2013 and our dad and 
papa Ian on April 2, 1997.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
- Mairi, John and families.
CAMPBELL – In loving 
memory of my dear mum 
Mary, who passed away July 
6, 1998.
I think of you in silence
I often speak your name
But all I have are memories
And a picture in a frame
My heart still aches with 
sadness
My secret tears still fl ow
For what it meant to lose you 
mum
No-one will ever know
- Your loving daughter Kay.
CAMPBELL – In loving 
memory of a dearly missed 
Gran.
Memories of you are fondly 
kept
Someone too special to ever 
forget
- Your loving grandchildren 
Duncan and Caroline.
EDWARDS - In loving 
memory of my dear husband 
George Edwards,
who died July 6, 2003.
A dear dad and grandad.
Forever in our thoughts.
 -  Mary Anne and family, 
Kinlochleven and Ireland.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of Mary Catherine 
who passed away on July 8, 
2016, a dearly loved wife, 
mum, nana and great-nana.
Loved and remembered every 
day
Sadly missed by all the family.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of a dear father and 
grandfather Willie, who passed 
away July 5, 2015.
A true friend we could turn to
When times were good or bad
One of our greatest blessings
Was the man we called our 
Dad.
- William, Mary and families.

MACINTYRE - Precious 
memories of Duncan who 
died on July 5, 2016, beloved 
husband and adored father.
“ To live in the hearts of those 
we love is not to die”
- Rosemary, Fiona, Derek and 
Alexander.
MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of our beloved brother 
and uncle Duncan Currie, who 
died on July 5, 2016.
In life we loved you dearly 
In death we do the same
Your loss to us is a lifetime 
regret
- From your sisters Catherine, 
Mary and families.
MACINTYRE - Treasured 
memories of my dearly loved 
brother Duncan Currie, who 
passed away July 5, 2016.
Always in my thoughts
Forever in my heart
- Betty.
MACKAY - In loving memory 
of our dear mother and 
grandmother Annie, died July 
6, 1998.
Always in our thoughts.
- Family Inveraray and Canada.
MACLEAN - July 5, 2007. 
Treasured memories of Donald, 
a loving father and grandfather, 
sadly missed.
Deep in our hearts you'll always 
stay 
Loved and remembered every 
day.
 - Alastair, Cathanne, Jamie, 
Stuart and Ruaraidh xx
McCREEVY - In loving 
memory of my beloved 
daughter Eileen (Gunn), who 
died on July 7, 2012.
In my lonely hours of thinking 
Thoughts of you are always near
I who loved you sadly miss you 
As it dawns another year
- Mam.
POTTER - In memory of 
Iain, died July 6, 2015, a dear 
husband, dad and grandpa. 
Sorely missed.
- Katrina and family.
SIMPSON - In loving memory 
of Archie, a devoted husband, 
father, brother, uncle and great-
uncle. He would have celebrated 
his 100th birthday this year but 
sadly passed July 18, 2006.
You left a place no-one can fi ll
I miss you now and always will 
- Ever loving son Archie.
TURNER - Treasured 
memories of Dennis, a beloved 
husband and dad, who died on 
July 3, 1993.
We miss you more than words 
can say
Loved and remembered every 
day
- Elizabeth, Julie and Steven, 
Keepers Cottage, Dalmally.

IAN was born in Glenelg, 
at his grandmother’s house. 
He attended Glenelg Prima-
ry School and Mallaig High 
School, and completed his 
education at Plockton High.

As a young man, he 
had developed an interest 
in fashion, and he took 
up an apprenticeship with 
Mateusz Zajac, a Polish tai-
lor who had escaped from 
Eastern Europe and set 
up business in Inverness. 
Zajac recognised that Ian 
could do more with his life 
than ‘sew on buttons’, and 
encouraged him to become 
an architect.

Ian took his advice and 
found a job in the drawing 
office of Inverness County 
Council while studying at 
night school. He passed 
into Robert Gordon’s Tech-
nical College, Aberdeen, 
and completed the seven-
year architecture course in 
five.

In 1962, his final year, he 
won the medal of the Aber-
deen Society of Architects 
together with a bursary for 
a year’s study in America 
at Washington University 
in St Louis. There, in 1963, 
he took a master's degree 
in architecture and urban 
design.

Ian was excited by con-
temporary developments 
in American architecture, 
and, following graduation, 
he worked for two years in 
Santa Rosa, California.

Returning to Britain, he 
took a job with Frederick 
Gibberd, the consultant 
architect planner for the 
Harlow New Town Devel-
opment Corporation, which 
commissioned some of 
Britain’s most distinguished 
modernist architects to 
design its public buildings.

But the north called and, 

after two years, he returned 
to Scotland. Initially, he 
planned to set up his own 
practice in Letterfearn, but 
was encouraged to take up 
a post with W G Crerar of 
Oban, becoming a partner 
in due course, where he 
remained for the rest of his 
career.

Ian made a considerable 
impact on the built environ-
ment of the Highlands and 
Islands. Among other things, 
he worked on hotels on Mull, 
Gigha, Inverness, Skye, Ul-
lapool and Barra (which won 
a Europa Nostra award, the 
EU prize for cultural herit-
age); an oil terminal for Shell/
BP on Islay; factories for 
Caithness Glass in Caithness 
and for the Highlands and 
Islands Development Board 
in Campbeltown; the Scot-
tish Association for Marine 
Science in Dunstaffnage; 
and private and social 
housing throughout the 
Highlands.

The project of which he 
was perhaps most proud was 
Our Holy Redeemer Catho-
lic Church in Stornoway, 
and for some years he was 
the architect for Catholic 
properties in the Outer 
Hebrides.

Ian was a quiet and re-
served man, but had a wide 
range of friends. Among 
these was his next door 
neighbour, who had for 
many years fed the swans 
in Oban Bay. On his retire-
ment, Ian became her ap-
prentice and, following her 
death, he took up the role 
– from which he acquired 
the sobriquet ‘the Birdman 
of Oban’ – and even opened 
a bank account in the name 
of the swans.

Ian his survived by his 
brothers Donald and Eric, 
who live in Letterfearn, and 
his sisters Fiona and Jane, 
who live in Vancouver.

Donald Campbell

Obituary: Ian Campbell
Ian Campbell, the Oban architect who 

was also known as the Birdman of Oban, 
had died at the age of 79.

REVEREND Fiona Ogg 
has been installed as 
Moderator for 2017/18 for 
Lochaber Presbytery.

Ella Gill, the retiring 
Moderator, conducted a 
service held at Ardnamur-
chan Church, to install Mrs 
Ogg as Moderator for the 
forthcoming year.

Mrs Ogg is the minister 
in Acharacle and Ardna-
murchan and has been in 
post for more than five 
years. Ardnamurchan is 
the furthest west of all 
the churches in Lochaber 
and Mrs Gill said it was 
'gratifying to see how many 
had travelled to be part of 
the service and to lend their 
support to this occasion.

She said: ‘Kilchoan 
church building is in need 
of renovation and the 
presbytery support for 
the congregation and this 
project was demonstrated 
by the full church.

‘The service was followed 
by tea in the community 
centre with the final pres-

New Moderator for Lochaber Church of Scotland Presbytery
bytery meeting for this 
administrative year also 
taking place in the centre.’

During the meeting, Mrs 
Ogg gave thanks to Mrs 
Jean Coke for her years 
of service as co-convener 
of the Ministries Working 
Group and member of the 
Business Committee as 
she steps down from this 
role.

All presbytery elders who 
were not continuing into 
next year were thanked 
for their work during their 
time in office. The Rev 
Sandy Stoddart, minister 
at Duror and St Munda’s 
will take over from Mrs 
Gill as business convener 
for the presbytery.

Reverend Donald McCorkindale with 
Rev Fiona Ogg and Ella Gill. 
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Sailing

Football

Indoor football

Sailing fl eet gearing up for 
annual Round Mull Race Moto3

A YOUNG Arran sailor has 
achieved a remarkable global 
sporting achievement at the age 
of just 22.

Neil Hunter from Lamlash 
is not only a member of the 
British youth America’s Cup 
winning team but also the 
youngest member of the senior 
America’s Cup team and 
helped them to the semi-final 
of world’s most prestigious 
sailing tournament before they 
went out to eventual winners 
New Zealand.

It has been a remarkable six 
months for Neil, who was the 
only sailor to compete in both 
the America’s Cup and the Red 

Some of our Oban and District Sunday League seven-a-side teams after their � nal games before the summer break. Spartak 2005s now move on to play as the new Oban Saints u13s in the Dunbartonshire Football Development 
League. All at the Sunday League wish them well in their new venture.

Oban Saints hold presentation night

OBAN Saints Football Club 
held their presentation night 
in the Rowantree Hotel last 
Friday evening where Craig 
MacEwan won two awards – 
top goalscorer with the superb 
total of 37 league and cup goals 

for the season. Craig was also 
presented with the players’ 
player of the year award by 
manager Alex Craik.
 Young Matty Kelly was pre-
sented with the most improved 
player of the year award after 

some excellent performances in 
his first season at the top level 
of senior amateur football.
 On a sadder note, Ross Mait-
land has decided to hang up his 
boots after 23 years playing with 
the club. Ross was presented 

with a specially commissioned 
Shona Dunn designed artwork 
of the club crest and a bottle of 
champagne. 
 Goalkeeper Thomas McCull-
och has also decided to hang up 
his boots and defender David 

McArthur is also leaving, 
having taken up a new teaching 
post in Helensburgh. The play-
ers were thanked for their loyal 
service to the club. 
 Although failing to pick up any 
silverware, Saints had another 

good 2016/17 season, getting 
to the Scottish Amateur Cup 
semi-final for the second year 
in a row, disappointingly losing 
out on penalty kicks in the final 
of the Jimmy Marshall Cup 
and finishing second in a very 

Players’ player of the year and top goalscorer Craig MacEwan.

competitive SAFL Premier Di-
vision. The squad are now back 
in pre-season training with new 
players welcome to attend.

Ross Maitland with his framed artwork and bottle of champagne. The most improved player of the year award went to Matty Kelly.

THE ATLANTIS Leisure five-
a-side league got under way at 
the weekend with previous 
winners Glensanda receiving 
their silverware.

Last season’s tournament 
went down to the wire, with 
Glensanda and Atlantis Lei-
sure going head-to-head for 
the title. Glensanda ran out 4-1 
winners in the end.

This season got off to a slightly 
reserved start.

AC Milama 4
Hakuna Juan Mata 4
The league got off to a ex-
tremely high quality start with 
newcomers Hakuna Juan Mata 
going behind three times but 
showing superb resilience 
to peg a goal back each time 
before going 4-3 up themselves 
with five minutes to play.
 A missed penalty could have 
cost AC Milama dearly but a 
late equaliser ensured both 
teams deservedly took some-
thing from the match. Man of 
the match was Hakuna Juan 
Mata’s Cammy MacMillan.

Oaklea 2
Cuan Mor 2
Despite there not being a single 
draw in the entirety of the 
league last season, the opening 
fixtures of this season saw 
several.
 Oaklea’s man of the match 
Kieran Hendry put his team 
ahead but a good fightback 
from Cuan Mor, aided by an 
Oaklea red card, saw the points 
shared between two well-
matched teams.

Atlantis Leisure fi ve-a-side 
league is now under way

OES United 4
Menzies Parcels 4
Despite finishing at the foot of 
the table last season, a superb 
performance from Menzies 
saw them feeling extremely 
unlucky not to be walking 
away with all three points.
 A well-balanced display and 
two well-taken penalties saw 
Menzies go 4-1 up but a superb 
fightback from the league 
newcomers saw them get the 
game back to 4-4 before an 
incredible triple save from 
Menzies’ man of the match 
Mark Reilly ensured the 
points were shared.

Glensanda 5
Atlantis Leisure 1
A rematch of the finale of last 
season saw champions Glen-
sanda easily see off a slightly 
depleted Atlantis team.
 Another super performance 
from man of the match Craig 
McEwan ensured Glensanda 
took the victory, with James 
Scott playing extremely well 
in goal, in the absence of last 
year’s players player of the 
season David Kinsella.
 Glensanda again look the team 
to beat this year.

The majority of the Glensanda team that won the
league last year. 

CONNEL’S John McPhee 
had a difficult end to the 
German Grand Prix, crash-
ing out of contention after a 
promising qualifying in the 
top 10 on Saturday.

After a solid start, he 
dropped back before the 
fall – unable to get back into 
the race and focus immedi-
ately switching to the Czech 
Grand Prix in Brno after 
rear grip issues.

The Czech GP gets under 
way on August 4, and 
McPhee will be recharged 
and raring to go after the 
summer break.

John said: ‘I’m disappoint-
ed with the crash but I knew 
from the first laps that I had 
rear grip issues.

‘All weekend I’ve been do-
ing consistently decent laps 
on the hard tyre so I’m not 
sure why it was so bad today.

‘It’s certainly not the way I 
wanted to go into the sum-
mer break but I will come 
back stronger and even more 
determined.’

McPhee crashes 
out in German 
Grand Prix

John McPhee.

SAILORS are gearing up for 
this year’s Ardfern Yacht Cen-
tre and Owen Sails-sponsored 
Round Mull Race, which starts 
tomorrow (Friday July 7).

Run by Oban Sailing Club 
and generously supported by 
the sponsors and Dave Sturrock 
providing the committee boat 
in the form of MV Unity, the is-
land circumnavigation will see 
more than 40 boats competing 
over the weekend, making it 
one of the most popular events 
on the West Coast. T Barbour 
Fuels also supports the event.

The fleet races 100 miles over 
three stages – Oban to Tober-
mory, Tobermory to Bunessan 
and Bunessan to Oban, with 
stopovers and après sail events 
in Tobermory and Bunessan. 
The Mishnish Bucket prize for 

Neil celebrates America’s Youth Cup win

the first leg is presented at the 
Mishnish Hotel in Tobermory 
on the first night. In Bunessan, 
after leg two, a ceilidh and 
dinner dance will be held at 
the village hall, raising funds 
for the Ross of Mull Historical 
Society. The Bunessan Hall 
Trophy is the main prize for this 
section of the race.

With three classes for fast, 
slow and medium handicap as 
well as a double-handed class 
and one for restricted sail, the 
event encourages all sailors to 
take part. 

A local seafood buffet provid-
ed by Forteith Refrigeration and 
Heatpump Solutions, followed 
by an informal get-together will 
take place in Oban Sailing Club 
tonight (Thursday) preceding 
the race.

Once again Dimension Poly-
ant will be generously supplying 
‘goodies’ for competitors. 

Major prizes include The 
Torran Rock, presented to the 
monohull with the best cor-
rected time overall regardless 
of class; the Royal Bank of 
Scotland Trophy to the mono-
hull regardless of class with the 
best on points over all three 
legs; and The Brian Shellcock 
Memorial Trophy to the mono-
hull restricted sail class with 
the best corrected time over all 
three legs.

The main trophies are award-
ed at the OSC prize-giving in 
November.

Bull Youth America’s Cup in 
Bermuda for Sir Ben Ainslie’s 
Land Rover BAR team.

Neil was promoted to the sen-
ior team at the end of last year 
which saw him compete  in the 
35th Louis Vuitton America’s 
Cup, he then went on to claim 
victory on Bermuda’s Great 
Sound  in the Youth America’s 
Cup after a nail-biting final 
race which saw them beat New 
Zealand by two points.

The British entry completed 
12 races against 12 other 
nations on Bermuda’s Great 
Sound to take the title – six 
initial qualifying races and six 
in the finals. They finished the 

event with 50 points, just two 
points ahead of second placed 
New Zealand Sailing Team (48 
points) and eight points ahead 
of Switzerland’s Team Tilt (42 
points).

Team principal and skipper 
Ben Ainslie said: ‘We could not 
be prouder of the Land Rover 
BAR Academy winning the 
Red Bull Youth America’s Cup.

‘All their hard work, commit-
ment and dedication over the 
past 18 months has really come 
together on the water here in 
Bermuda.’

Sailing
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THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2000
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

F Beaton
QE Cottages
Furnace

A MacDonald
Drummore Road
Oban

Shihan Iain Rodger: 5th 
dan Kyokushin karate

Iain coached Mark Welsh to a � rst place at the Oyama Memorial 
tournament in Edinburgh.

Iain Rodger with some of his blackbelts from Argyll. L-R: Wallace Simpson, Iain Rodger, Chloe MacDonald, Stuart MacDonald, Katie 
MacDonald and Jodie Robertson.

IAIN Rodger started his karate 
career after leaving his native 
Oban and moving to Wales at 
the age of 19. After some in-
vestigation, he decided that the 
knockdown style of karate was 
what would suit him best.

Iain joined a club in Cardiff 
and was hooked from the first 
class, as the hard rigorous 
training was exactly what he 
had been looking for. 

For the first couple of years 
Iain took part in many ‘points’ 
tournaments with some suc-
cess. These were beneficial in 
honing distance and timing 
skills, and he was soon raised to 
the position of team captain for 
the Welsh squad. 

Then as a green belt (4th 
kyu), he took part in his first 

knockdown tournament at the 
famous British Open at Crystal 
Palace and never looked back. 
In the early eighties, these 
tournaments were graced with 
competitors such as Dolph 
Lundgren and Semi Schiltz.

After around six years of 
training and fighting, Iain at-
tempted and passed his 1st dan 
black belt at a summer training 
camp in Denmark.

The test itself took approx-
imately five hours and ended 
with 31 minute fights against 
fresh opponents. Iain suffered 
two broken ribs during the 
fights but made it to the end. 
Iain said: ‘This made the coach 
trip back from Denmark slight-
ly uncomfortable.’

In 1997 and now as a 2nd 

dan, Iain completed a 100-man 
kumite test, fighting 100 fresh 
fighters one after the other with 
no break. That same year he 
opened his first dojo in Caer-
philly, South Wales. The club 
quickly became established 
with more than 40 members.

In 2001, Iain was tested for 
his 3rd dan, which was a gru-
elling 14-hour test spread over 
two days. 

After moving back to his 
native Scotland in 2002, Iain 
opened two clubs, one in Loch-
gilphead and one in Oban, and 
both continue to flourish with 
new members rising through 
the grades all the time. 

Iain organises beach training 

sessions each summer with the 
next one coming up on August 
26 at Kilmory Knap. 

In 2005, Iain was awarded his 
4th dan black belt.

In 2010, Iain organised and 
ran the first Scottish Open 
knockdown tournament in 
Lochgilphead. The interest in 
this was such that the event was 
moved to Edinburgh for the 
following two years and now 
takes place in Glasgow every 
February.

The planning has already 
started for the 2018 event. 2010 
also saw Iain being promoted 
to 5th dan (his current grade) at 
a major tournament in Wales.

In 2013, after many years at 

their old union and due to in-
ternal politics, Iain, along with 
two other 5th dans, decided 
to start their own Kyokushin 
Karate Union, the IKKU. The 
union now has worldwide rec-
ognition and hosts the second 
biggest knockdown karate 
tournament in the country each 
year, attracting fighters from 
all over Europe.

During his career to date, 
Iain has had the pleasure of 
training with some of the top 
karateka in the world, people 
like Hajime Kazume, Kazuyuki 
Hasegawa, Bernard Creton and 
many more. 

He also had the privilege of 
coaching the British team at 

the world tournament in Japan 
last year.

Iain still makes the pilgrim-
age to the British Open each 
year, although as a coach these 
days, some 30 years after his 
first appearance there as a 
fighter.

In summary, Iain said: ‘I have 
been very lucky. My passion has 
taken me to places I would not 
have normally seen and made 
me some very good friends over 
the years.

‘These days nothing makes 
me happier than seeing chil-
dren coming to the dojo and 
develop into strong human be-
ings with the help of Kyokushin 
karate, long may it continue.’

ISLAY Golf Club results: 
Bowmore Plate played Sunday 
June 18 – 1 N Carmichael 76-5 
=71; 2 D Muir 72-0=72; 3 D 
Livingstone 80-8=72. Css 73.

Summer league played 
Wednesday June 21 – 1 G 
Hamilton 44 pts; 2 D Holyoake 
41 pts; 3 I MacCuaig 40 pts. 
Css 68.

Club championship played 
Sunday June 24 and 25 – 
Scratch - 1 D Muir 75+78=153; 
2 C Holyoake 76+78=154; 3 N 
Gordon 73+83=156.

Net – 1 C Holyoake 
71+73=144; 2 N Gordon 
69+79=148; 3 S Litster 
81+69=150.

HIGHLAND Arts Texas 
scramble played on Sunday 
June 25: 1 David Nathan, 
Geo Adam, Dave Mudie and 
Gordon McColl (17 holes) 57.5;  
John Taylor, Gordon McKen-
zie and Brian Mitchell 59.9; 3 
Bill Clark, Janice Mitchell and 
Brien Dickey 66.1.
 Nearest the hole at the 
8th – David Nathan; longest 
drive – Geo Adam; Longest 
drive ladies – Janice Mitchell.

Isle of Seil

Oban Lorne Lions’ breakfast
OBAN Lorne RFC again 
opened its doors for the second 
Saturday morning running for 
the weekend’s British & Irish 
Lions win over New Zealand.

More than 50 club members, 
players and visitors enjoyed a 
full cooked breakfast prepared 
by club volunteers while enjoy-
ing the rugby action live on the 
big screen.

This Saturday the club will 
again be hosting the same event 
with all welcome to attend for 
the deciding test match. The 
clubhouse will be open from 
8am with breakfast offered at 
£8.50 per person. All proceeds 
will go towards club funds.

Also in attendance at the 
breakfast were members of 
Birmingham and Solihull Rug-
by Club who are completing a 
charity cycle of the UK to raise 
funds for a much need septic 
tank at their clubhouse. 

Four hardy members of their 
club are undertaking a massive 
challenge of 1,030 miles over 13 
days. 

Oban Lorne president Sandy 
Rokitta exchanged plaques 
with the visitors and welcomed 
them to join the West Highland 
hospitality that Oban Lorne 
RFC had to offer.

 Oban Lorne RFC have upped 
their preparation for the 
2017/18 season with the start 
of pre-season training over 
the past week with men’s and 
ladies’ teams being put through 
their paces with no fewer than 
five sessions with coach Corrie 
Louw.

Players commenced training 
on Monday June 26 with a 
running fitness test followed by 
some hill running at Gallanach 
the following evening. 

Following that was another 
fitness/recovery session at 
Ganavan Sands on the Wednes-
day before a tough session up 
and down Jacob’s Ladder on 
Thursday.

Prior to the Lions fixture on 
Saturday, the commitment of 
the players was shown with 
a short session at 7am with a 
healthy turnout considering the 
timing. Another five sessions 
will follow over the next couple 
of weeks before the usual Tues-
day/Thursday training pattern 
resumes.

Oban Lorne RFC begin 
their 2017/18 competitive 
season with a tough fixture 
away to Garnock RFC in the 
preliminary round of the West 
Regional Shield on August 19.

Garnock will also be the first 
opposition for the Green Ma-
chine as the team from North 
Ayrshire visit Glencruitten on 
Saturday September 2.

Summer camp
Glasgow Warriors will be run-
ning a summer camp in Oban 
during the school holidays. 
The camp will be delivered by 
Warriors staff on Friday July 21 
at Oban Lorne RFC.

New player registration 
system
From the start of next season, 
Scottish Rugby will be launch-
ing their new player registration 
system (SCRUMS). 

All players from mini to 
senior rugby in Scotland should 
register on this system. Any 
players not registered will be 
unable to play.

Scottish Rugby will be run-
ning courses to upskill volun-
teers on the new developments. 
These courses were meant to 
be delivered in June/July but 
have been postponed due to 
enhancements made to the new 
system.

The four members of Birmingham and Solihull Rugby Club who
were on a charity cycle and took in the Lions’ game at the Oban 

Lorne clubhouse.

WITH July threatening to 
outstrip June as the wettest 
month since 1938, the Dalmal-
ly Gents Open on July 2 saw 
some 50 players battle against 
the elements. With numbers 
close to those of recent years, 
the course held up well. 
 The club was heartened to 
see a great turnout from local 
clubs and thanks them for their 
continued support. As the 
results show, they did well.

Scratch: 1  Martin Rae 
(Glencruitten) 69;  2 Graham 
McColl (Glencruitten) 71; 3 
Alex Macaulay (Lochgilphead) 
73.

Handicap: 1 Steven Turner 
(Dalmally) 64; 2 Ian Harris 
(Glencruitten) 67; 3 David 
Sinclair (Lochgilphead) 68. 

Nearest the pin: Iain 
MacDonald (Inveraray) at the 
1st; James Muir (Glencruitten) 
at the 3rd; Allan Garrett 
(Glencruitten) at the 5th; 
Graham McColl (Glencruit-
ten) at the 7th

Longest drive: Graham 
Melvin (Dalmally). 

THE CAMANACHD  Associ-
ation has confirmed that Keith 
Loades has been successful in 
his application to take on the 
position of president-elect. 

Keith Loades will be in this 
position up until the Cama-
nachd Association annual 
general meeting on November 
29. 

Having played shinty through-
out his life, and managed 
Kinlochshiel on three separate 
occasions, Keith joined the 
Camanachd Association board 
three years ago, serving most 
recently as its vice-president. 

He is committed to the devel-
opment of the sport and is look-
ing forward to the formation 
of the new strategic plan and 
meeting clubs and members at 
the forthcoming consultations 
which are scheduled through-
out July and August.    

Keith Loades 
con� rmed as 
Camanachd 
Association 
president-elect

GENTS July medal: 1 David 
Honeyman 89-27-62; 2 Donald 
Brown snr 77-11-66; 3 Ewan 
MacCrone 78-08-70.

Gents nine-hole stableford: 
1 Donald MacLean (Dods) 
20 points; 2 Brian MacRae 
17 points; 3 Paul Brown 16 
points.

Ladies July medal: 1 
Jennifer Jack 45-07-38; 2 
Doris Haregreaves 60-18-42; 3 
Rosalind Reid 66-18-48.
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2016

Lochside Rovers and Kingussie 
make it to Sutherland Cup fi nal

Kinlochshiel’s Scot MacLean and Lovat’s  Drew Howie battle for the ball during last Saturday’s Marine 
Harvest Premiership match. Kinlochshiel ran out winners by the odd goal in three. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Fort William’s Sean Cruickshank shields the ball from Inveraray’s  
Euan McMurdo during last weekend’s Balliemore Cup semi-� nal 

at Taynuilt Sports Field. Fort William ran out 3-1 winners. Photograph: 

Stephen Lawson.

FORT William, Lochside Rov-
ers and the Kingussie second 
team will play in cup finals this 
season, whilst Kyles Athletic 
stay top of the Marine Harvest 
Premiership following the shinty 
action last Saturday.

Aberdein 
Considine 
Sutherland Cup - 
semi � nals
Glenurquhart 0
Lochside Rovers 5
Lochside Rovers reached the 
Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup Final with a 5-0 win over 
the Glenurquhart second team 
at The Jubilee Park. 

Lewis Buchanan continued 
his fine scoring streak with the 
opener on four minutes. Chris-
sie MacMillan played the ball 
long to Craig MacDougall and 
Buchanan slipped MacDougall’s 
ball forward past the advancing 
keeper to make it 1-0. 

Craig MacMillan made it 2-0 
on 15 minutes with a turn and 
shot into the roof of the net from 
20 yards out on the wing.

Lewis Buchanan got his 
second on 25 minutes. Craig 
MacDougall’s shot was saved by 
Glenurquhart keeper Cameron 
MacLennan and Buchanan 
netted from the rebound. 

Michael MacQueen added a 
fourth on 34 minutes when his 
40-yard ball took a bounce to 
deceive the keeper and ended 
up in the net.

Iain MacMillan made it 5-0 
with the goal of the game after 
38 minutes. MacMillan went 
on a run from the half-way line, 
turning a defender before strik-
ing home from 30 yards out. 

Lochside Rovers played with 
a strong wind in their favour in 
the first half. Unfortunately for 
Glenurquhart, the wind died 
down in the second half, but 
they stuck at it. The closest they 
came to pulling a goal back was 
a 20-yard shot which Lochside 
keeper Cameron Sutherland 
turned away for a corner.

Under-17 players Craig Easton 
and Daniel Sloss were best for 
Lochside who now have a final 
to look forward to. 

Scott McNeil was the match 
referee.  

Kingussie 6
Newtonmore 4
The Kingussie colts came out on 
top, winning this semi-final 6-4, 
against Badenoch rivals and cup 
holders Newtonmore colts at 
The Dell.

The venue was decided by 

the toss of a coin. Newtonmore 
gained an early advantage with 
Chris Sellar scoring on four 
minutes. John MacKenzie put 
them two up on 12 minutes. 

Kingussie stormed back 
though to score the game’s next 
six goals. 

Ruaridh Anderson on 24 min-
utes and Dylan Borthwick on 28 
minutes levelled the tie before 
Roddy Young fired home on the 
half hour point to put the hosts 
3-2 up at the break. 

The same three Kingussie 
players scored again in the 
second half as Roddy Young on 
52 minutes, Dylan Borthwick a 
couple of minutes later and Ru-
aridh Anderson on 64 minutes 
made it 6-2.

A second from Chris Sellar 
on 81 minutes and an Evan 
Menzies goal on 84 minutes 
made it 6-4 but Newtonmore 
had left themselves too much 
to do so the Kingussie seconds, 
last year’s beaten finalists, will 
now face Lochside Rovers in the 
Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup Final at An Aird on Satur-
day July 29.  

Brian MacKay was the match 
referee.

Balliemore Cup - 
semi � nal
Inveraray 1
Fort William 3 
Fort William will play Caber-
feidh in the Balliemore Cup 
Final after they beat Inveraray 
3-1 at Taynuilt Sports Field.

Inveraray were along the usual 
lines with Garry MacPherson 
at full centre, flanked by Ally 
MacDonald and Lewis MacNi-
col. Player/manager Ruaraidh 
Graham and Lewis Montgom-
ery were half forwards leaving 
Allan MacDonald and Fraser 
Watt up top.   

Fort William’s Alexander 
MacMillan was out with a hand 
injury and Lewis Clark was also 
missing, but play-maker Bryan 
Simpson was available.  

All the goals all came in the 
final quarter of the tie. 

With the pitch in immaculate 
condition, Inveraray started 
with the wind behind them and 
created a number chances. But 
the half, which was tousy at 
times, eventually ended goal-
less after a couple of minutes 
stoppage time. 

Fort William now had the el-
ements and although Inveraray 
made the better start to the sec-
ond half, Fort William started to 
come into the game. 

A Fort William reshuffle after 
Sean Cameron was injured saw 
Arran MacPhee drop into de-

fence, Bryan Simpson go to full 
centre and Jack Fraser come on 
up front, helping swing the tie 
their way. 

Seamus Gall put Fort William  
ahead on 68 minutes. There was 
a scramble around the penalty 
spot and Gall sent the ball low 
past the keeper to score. 

Jack Fraser made it 2-0 with a 
well-worked goal three minutes 
later. The move started from 
the wing back position to wing 
centre, then to wing forward be-
fore being squared to Fraser just 
outside the ‘D’ who sent the ball 
into the top corner of the net. 

Calum Shepherd added a third 
on 78 minutes. Inveraray keeper 
Scott MacLachlan saved a Jack 
Fraser shot and Shepherd was 
first to the rebound to score. 

Inveraray never let their heads 
drop and Allan MacDonald 
pulled a goal back for Inveraray 
five minutes from time but this 
was too little too late and Fort 
William go forward to play Ca-
berfeidh in the Balliemore Cup 
Final at Blairbeg on Saturday 
July 15.

The defeat ends Inveraray’s 
five-match winning run and 
they must pick themselves up for 
this Saturday’s Marine Harvest 
Camanachd Cup quarter-final 
at home to Oban Camanachd.  

Ross Brown was the match 
referee. 

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Glasgow Mid Argyll 1
Kyles Athletic 2 
Kyles Athletic stay top of the 
Marine Harvest Premiership 
but they had to work hard to 
beat Glasgow Mid Argyll 2-1 at 
Yoker.

GMA’s Duncan ‘Ach’ MacRae 
was still injured while Ryan 
Harrison was on holiday.  

Innes MacDonald remained 
out with an ankle injury for 
Kyles whilst his brother Roddy 
MacDonald was sidelined with a 
shoulder injury. Sandy MacKen-
zie was also missing so Rupert 
Williamson came into the side. 

This was the fourth meeting 
between the sides over the last 
seven weeks and although Kyles 
had won all three previous en-
counters, they knew this would 
be a difficult encounter at the 
Glasgow side’s home turf. 

Gordon Whyte gave Kyles 
the lead after five minutes with 
a scrappy goal. An unmarked 
Whyte collected a ball from the 
left and his mis-hit shot trundled 
past GMA keeper Robert Dun-
nings and into the net. 

GMA fought back and levelled 
after 15 minutes. A shot from 
the right was saved by visiting 
keeper John Whyte but Finlay 
MacMillan was there to pounce 
on the rebound to make it 1-1.

Kyles went back in front on 26 
minutes and this time Thomas 
Whyte was the marksman. The 
goal was almost identical the 
Kyles opener with Whyte pun-
ishing sloppy GMA defending 
and although his shot lacked 
power, it found the net. 

The game was played in good 
spirit and tempo during the first 
half.

Kyles had the strong wind 
behind them in the second half 
but passed up chances as efforts 
from Dunkie Kerr and Thomas 
Whyte went by the post.

GMA also created opportuni-
ties and one strike from Finlay 
MacMillan went narrowly over 
the bar on 68 minutes.

There was a moment of con-
troversy on 72 minutes when a 
long looping ball dropped into 
the Kyles’ box and keeper John 
Whyte came out to chest the ball 
down. He mis-judged the flight 
of the ball though and it went a 
few yards under his legs. Whyte 
ended up on the ground and 

eventually cleared the danger 
but referee John Angus Gillies 
and his goal judge deemed the 
keeper was not endangering 
himself as he played the ball 
away.

Kyles brought Grant Irvine off 
the bench and he almost made 
an instant impact after he ran 
from the half way line, dribbling 
past four GMA players, but 
missed the target from inside 
the ‘D’.

GMA played really well and 
gave Kyles a good match. John 
Don MacKenzie was solid in 
defence, though he was booked 
for persistent fouling along with 
Finlay MacMillan.

Donald Irvine was again com-
manding at full centre for Kyles 
who have reached the half-way 
point in their league campaign 
with a 1-1 draw against Oban 
Camanachd their only blemish. 

Kinlochshiel 2
Lovat 1 
Kinlochshiel safely negotiated a 
tricky encounter, beating Lovat 
2-1 in their noon throw-up at a 
wet Kirkton.

Kinlochshiel’s Colin MacDi-
armid remained suspended 
whilst Finlay MacRae and John 
MacRae were on holiday. Oliver 
MacRae and Gordie MacDon-
ald remained injured with Alas-
dair Nixon also still out. Jordan 
Fraser returned and there was a 
starting spot at full forward for 
Scott MacLean. 

Lorne MacKay and Craig 
Mainland stayed sidelined for 
Lovat with manager Fraser 
Gallacher naming himself on 
the bench alongside Cameron 
MacMillan. 

Kinlochshiel played down the 
slope in the first half. Fraser 
MacVicar followed up his 
winning goal against Kingussie 
last weekend with the opener in 
this one after 19 minutes. Scott 
MacLean held the ball up on the 
Kinlochshiel left and Keith Mac-
Rae ran outside him towards the 
corner flag. MacRae hit a shot 
from a tight angle which was 
saved by Stuart MacDonald but 
Fraser MacVicar timed his run 
to perfection to score from the 
rebound from eight yards out.  

Keith MacRae made it 2-0 
on 39 minutes. There was a 
scramble at the edge of the D 
and Scott MacLean was again 
involved, this time touching the 
ball to Keith MacRae who had 
lost his marker. MacRae hit a 
terrific low shot which skidded 
off the greasy surface just in 
front of keeper MacDonald on 
its way into the net. 

Scott Kennedy is having a fan-
tastic season in the Kinlochshiel 
goal and made some good 
saves in the first half including 
stretching to his left to palm 
away a great Lewis Tawse drive. 

The wet surface made it diffi-
cult for both sets of players and 
when Kinlochshiel struggled to 
clear their lines 30 seconds into 
the second half, Ryan Ferguson 
lashed the ball goalwards from 
just further forward than the 
wing centre position. The strike 
just beat Scott Kennedy by his 
post, squeezing through the 
space with the keeper getting a 
toe to the ball. 

Fraser Gallacher came off the 
bench in place of Martin Bell 
after 55 minutes. 

Kinlochshiel youngster Dun-
can Matheson replaced forward 
Fraser MacVicar who went off 
with what looked like a groin 
injury. 

The conditions were making it 
difficult for the players to keep 
their footing and MacVicar 
was forced back on when Scott 
MacLean suffered a facial injury 
after a tussle with Drew Howie. 

Kinlochshiel also introduced 
Graham Morrison for his first 
appearance for a couple of years 
and he will likely feature for the 

seconds for the remainder of the 
season. 

Stuart MacDonald was by far 
the busier keeper in the second 
half with his opposite number 
Scott Kennedy having little to 
do. 

Kinlochshiel’s best players 
were at the back with Mark 
MacDonald outstanding.

Lovat struggled to get much 
support to Greg Matheson and 
keeper Stuart MacDonald was 
probably their best player, his 
clean hitting, clearing the ball 
sweeper-style from around his 
goal area, a feature of the game.

Lovat meet Kilmallie at Canal 
Parks in the Marine Harvest 
Camanachd Cup quarter-finals 
this Saturday.  

Newtonmore 2
Glenurquhart 0  
Newtonmore go fourth in the 
division after they beat Glenur-
quhart 2-0 in their noon throw- 
up at The Eilan.

Newtonmore’s Steven Mac-
Donald served a one-match 
ban for passing through the 
disciplinary points threshold. 
Michael Russell, Andy MacK-
intosh and Jamie Robinson were 
also out but Fraser MacKintosh 
returned after injury. Iain 
Richardson played at full centre 
where he had an excellent game, 
whilst David Fraser came into 
the defence. 

Glenurquhart also had se-
lection problems with Andrew 
Corrigan, Connor Golabek, 
Euan Lloyd, James Hurwood 
and the suspended Callum 
Smith amongst their absentees. 
Glenurquhart were also miss-
ing Neale Reid following his 
decision to take a break from 
shinty and manager Iain Ma-
cleod named himself in the full 
forward position.  

With just a minute of the first 
half remaining, Fraser MacK-
intosh broke the deadlock as 
he collected a ball from Evan 
Menzies and made space before 
sending a great strike past Stu-
art MacKintosh to make it 1-0. 

Iain Robinson sealed the win 
on 83 minutes. Glenurquhart 
cleared a ball into the danger 
area out onto the wing and when 
it was played back in Robinson, 
who started on the bench, shot 
goalwards with the ball taking a 

deflection off a defender on its 
way into the net. 

With this coming Saturday’s 
Marine Harvest Camanachd 
Cup quarter-final tie against 
Kyles Athletic looming, New-
tonmore manager Paul John 
MacKintosh could have done 
without fresh injuries to Paul 
MacArthur, who was carried 
off with an ankle problem, and 
Drew MacDonald. 

Lochaber 0 
Oban Camanachd 3 
Oban Camanachd climb to 
sixth in the table after they beat 
Lochaber 3-0 in their 3pm throw 
up at Spean Bridge.

Lochaber boss Ally Ferguson 
was without Martin Johnstone 
who served a one-match sus-
pension for passing through the 
disciplinary points threshold. 

This was Oban Camanachd’s 
first league match since Saturday 
May 20 and manager Iain Hay 
welcomed Gary McKerracher 
and Daniel MacVicar back from 
holiday, but Aiden MacIntyre 
was at a wedding. 

It was an eventful weekend for 
Oban Camanachd forward Mal-
colm Clark. He became a father 
for the second time 24 hours 
earlier following the birth of his 
son Lewis, then celebrated in 
style by giving Oban Camanachd 
the lead on  27 minutes. Daniel 
Cameron played a diagonal ball 
across the ‘D’. Clark ran onto it 
and, from the edge of the box, 
crashed the ball on the bounce 
into the roof of the net to make 
it 1-0. 

Having set up the first goal, 
Daniel Cameron turned scorer 
for the second. Willie Neilson 
took the ball out the air. It broke 
to Cameron 15 yards out and 
he struck it through a group of 
players, and through the keep-
er’s legs, into the net.  

Oban Camanachd sealed the 
win 10 minutes from time. The 
visitors broke up the left flank 
and substitute David Lafferty 
made a great run up the opposite 
side of the field. Daniel Camer-
on switched the ball across the 
penalty spot. Lafferty arrived 
to the right side of the goal and 
took a touch before driving the 
ball high past keeper at his near 
post. 

This was a much better 

performance from an Oban 
Camanachd side which didn’t do 
themselves justice against Kyles 
Athletic in the Gregor Cameron 
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup a 
week earlier. 

Next up this Saturday is one 
of the biggest games of the 
season so far, a Marine Harvest 
Camanachd Cup quarter-final 
tie against Inveraray at The 
Winterton. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division 
Caberfeidh 5
Inverness 1 
Caberfeidh stay top of the Ma-
rine Harvest National Division, 
beating Inverness 5-1 in their 
noon throw-up at Cannich. 

Ryan MacKay was banned for 
the home side who took the lead 
after six minutes through Kevin 
Bartlett.

Martin MacDonald made it 
2-0 on 39 minutes and when 
referee Martin MacLean award-
ed Caberfeidh a penalty three 
minutes before the break, Kevin 
Bartlett scored his second goal 
of the game. 

Kevin Bartlett completed his 
hat-trick on 58 minutes and 
Jamie MacIntosh made it 5-0 on 
83 minutes. 

James Cameron hit a consola-
tion goal for Inverness a minute 
later and the Highland Capital 
side can take some comfort 
from a much better showing 
than against Inveraray in their 
previous outing. 

Skye Camanachd 6
Strathglass 0 
Skye Camanachd stay second 
after they defeated Strathglass 
6-0 at Pairc nan Laoch, Portree.

Kenny Campbell and Gibbs 
MacDonald returned for Skye, 
with the latter starting on the 
bench. Jordan Murchison was a 
late call-off through injury.

Strathglass had a strong squad, 
with Ryan Balharry their only 
absentee. 

Skye’s Danny Morrison twice 
went close before he gave the 
islanders the lead on 13 minutes. 

Iain MacLellan finished well 
from the edge of the ‘D’ after 
32 minutes to make it 2-0 at the 
break. 
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup

Thursday 6 July, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk SPORT

Fixtures

Results
Saturday July 1
Balliemore Cup Semi Final
Inveraray 1 v 3 Fort William 
 
Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup Semi Final
Glenurquhart 0 v 5 Lochside
Kingussie 6 v 4 Newtonmore
 
Marine Harvest Premiership
Glasgow MA 1 v 2 Kyles Ath
Kinlochshiel 2  v 1 Lovat  
Lochaber 0 v 3 Oban Caman 
N’tonmore 2 v 0 Glenurquhart

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Beauly 4 v 3 Oban Celtic 
Caberfeidh 5 v 1 Inverness 
Skye 6 v 0 Strathglass

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Kinlochshiel 2 v 4 Aberdeen Un

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Aberdour 2 v 2 Bute  
Glenorchy 1 v 1 Col Glen 
Kyles Athletic 2 v 1 Taynuilt 
Tayforth 2 v 2 Ballachulish 
 
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Caberfeidh 5 v 0 Inverness  
Kilmallie v Boleskine  
Lovat 6 v 0 Lewis  
Lochaber 6 v 0 Lochcarron 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Dunoon 0 v 0 Bute  
Oban Lorn 3 v 1 Glasgow MA

Oban Celtic and Beauly both played in unfamiliar colours on Saturday during their National Division 
encounter. Oban Celtic’s Ally McKerracher, in white, jumps over this tackle from Beauly’s Callum 

Morrison. Photograph: Donald Cameron.

Strathglass almost pulled a 
goal back at the start of the 
second half but were foiled by 
a combination of Skye keeper 
Iain MacLeod and defender 
Ally ‘Cleodi’ MacLeod before 
the home side broke forward 
and Will Cowie slammed home 
a rebound to make it 3-0 on 47 
minutes. 

James Pringle added a fourth 
on 51 minutes following a Kenny 
Campbell free-hit and Iain 
MacLellan got his second when 
he crashed the ball high into the 
net on 55 minutes to make it 5-0.

Will Cowie rounded off the 
scoring with a great solo goal 
on 78 minutes. Cowie got away 
from marker George Phimister, 
who had come on at the break, 
and he ran into the ‘D’ from the 
left wing before rolling the ball 
into the net to make it 6-0. 

The sides meet again this 
weekend – this time at Cannich 
– in the quarter-finals of the Ma-
rine Harvest Camanachd Cup.

Beauly 4 
Oban Celtic 3 
Beauly came from two goals 
down to beat Oban Celtic 4-3 in 
their 2pm throw-up at Braeview 
Park.

Beauly were boosted by Marc 
MacLachlan and Sean Stewart’s 
return to the side a week earlier 
and both were to feature strong-
ly in this one too.  

Ally McKerracher was free of 
suspension for Oban Celtic who 
got off to a flier as a rocket Ross 
MacMillan shot on seven min-
utes and a neat Daniel Madej 
finish past advancing keeper 
Josh Grant on 19 minutes gave 
them a 2-0 lead.

Beauly pulled a goal back on 23 
minutes with Marc MacLachlan 
slamming the ball home from 
around the penalty spot. 

The next goal was always 
going to be crucial and it came a 
minute into the second half with 
Sean Stewart scoring. 

Connor Howe, Daniel Madej 
and Ross MacMillan all tested 
Josh Grant before Marc MacLa-
chlan struck on 67 and 74 min-
utes to put Beauly 4-2 ahead. 

Daniel Madej scored his sec-
ond goal of the game a minute 
from time to make for a nervy 
finish but Beauly saw out the 
closing stages to win the game. 

Oban Celtic will curse their 
second half slump but have a 
chance to put things right this 
Saturday when they travel to 
play Inverness at The Bught 
Park, whilst Beauly visit on-form 
Fort William. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Kinlochshiel 2
Aberdeen University 4 
Aberdeen University cut the gap 
on league leaders Newtonmore 
seconds to just two points with 
a last-gasp 4-2 victory over the 
Kinlochshiel seconds at Kirk-
ton.

A Graham Morrison lob from 
distance put Kinlochshiel ahead 
on 12 minutes but Alex Duncan 
drew the students level on 23 
minutes when he took advantage 

after the hosts failed to clear 
their lines. 

Graham Kennedy set up Neil 
Fraser to put Kinlochshiel 2-1 
ahead on 33 minutes and they 
stayed in front until half time. 

Aberdeen University came 
back strongly in the second half 
but weren’t able to level until 79 
minutes with Gregor Cushnie 
scoring. 

The visitors refused to settle 
for a point though and Ewan 
Fraser on 88 minutes and a 
second from Gregor Cushnie on 
the stroke of full-time gave them 
a 4-2 win.  

Fort William 3
Beauly 3 
The match between the Fort 
William and Beauly second 
teams at An Aird was brought 
forward to Friday June 30 with 
a 7pm throw-up.

After an entertaining encoun-
ter, Beauly scored twice in the 
second half to come from 3-1 
down and earn a valuable league 
point.

Fort William’s Ewan Campbell 
was suspended.

Donnie Walker put Fort Wil-
liam ahead on 25 minutes but 
Lee Dunbar levelled a couple of 
minutes later. 

A second from Donnie Walker 
on 31 minutes and a Connor 
MacRae goal on 39 minutes 
made it 3-1 at the break.

Beauly fought back though and 
goals from Kieran MacTavish on 
52 minutes and Rory Campbell 
on 58 minutes earned the Beau-
ly colts their third point of the 
season. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Aberdour 2
Bute 2 
With Lochside Rovers in cup 
action, Aberdour extended their 
lead at the top of the table with  
a 2-2 draw with Bute at Silver-
sands. 

The match was scheduled for a 
1.30pm throw-up but there was a 
slight delay because of problems 
with the Bute ferry.

The game’s opening goal came 
on 10 minutes when David Mac-
Kenzie’s low shot deflected into 
the bottom right corner of the 
net off the keeper’s legs. 

Bute equalised on 17 minutes 
when Franco Devlin’s low shot 
from distance sneaked into the 
bottom corner of the net. 

Aberdour regained the lead 
on 23 minutes following a well-
worked free-hit. The impressive 
Alec Mitchell picked out David 
MacKenzie who scored his sec-
ond goal of the game. 

Home defender Ruairidh Reid 
was doing a good job marking 
Bute danger-man Ian McDonald 
and Aberdour took their 2-1 
advantage into the break. 

If Aberdour edged the first 
half, the islanders, now playing 
down the slope with wind ad-
vantage, took the second period 
and they searched for a second 
leveller. 

They got their reward on 63 
minutes when a free-hit from 
just inside the Aberdour half 

was sent out to the wing. France 
Devlin’s shot from a wide angle 
went past an unsighted Tom 
Bowerman in the Aberdour 
goal. 

Bute went for a winner but 
Aberdour, who created a couple 
of opportunities of their own, 
held out for the draw. 

Glenorchy 1
Col Glen 1 
Glenorchy followed up the pre-
vious week’s impressive win over 
Bute with a 1-1 draw against Col 
Glen. Glenorchy, with Duncan 
Smith free of suspension, went 
in front through Conor Sartain 
on 24 minutes. 

However, a Jamie MacVicar 
goal 10 minutes from time 
earned Col Glen a point. 

Kyles Athletic 2
Taynuilt 1 
The Kyles Athletic colts beat 
Taynuilt 2-1 at Tighnabruaich.

Willie Lafferty opened the 
scoring to give Taynuilt the lead 
on 34 minutes. 

The hosts had the chance 
to level when referee Robert 
Baxter awarded them a penalty 
a minute before the break and 
George Thompson stepped up 
to score. 

That’s the way it stayed until 10 
minutes from time when Rober-
to Zavaroni got the winner. 

Tayforth 2
Ballachulish 2 
It was honours even at Leven-
hall Links where Tayforth and 
Ballachulish drew 2-2. 

Ballachulish keeper Donald 

Pearce served the second game 
of a two-match suspension 

Ross MacLean put Ballachu-
lish ahead five minutes before 
the interval but Tayforth lev-
elled through Ewan Menzies on 
65 minutes. 

Daniel MacLean put the visi-
tors back in front on 75 minutes, 
only for Ewan Menzies to level 
for a second time with seven  
minutes remaining. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Glengarry 10 
Strathglass 0
The match between Glengarry 
and the Strathglass second team 
was a 6pm throw-up at Craigard, 
with the home side running out 
10-0 winners. 

Raymond Robertson on six  
minutes and Nick Dalgety on 
nine minutes had Glengarry 2-0 
ahead. 

Scott Bremner on 14 minutes 
and a second from Raymond 
Robertson on 17 minutes 
doubled their lead. Daniel Ma-
cLennan added his name to the 
scoresheet on 19 minutes and 
Scott Bremner on 24 minutes 
made it 6-0 with just over a 
quarter of the match played. 

Strathglass rallied though and 
the home side only scored once 
more before the break, a second 
from Nick Dalgety on 43 min-
utes to make it 7-0 at half time. 

Nick Dalgety completed his 
hat-trick on the hour mark 
whilst Daniel MacLennan got 
his second to make it 9-0 on 
72 minutes. A third goal from 
Raymond Robertson took Glen-
garry into double figures with 12 
minutes remaining.  

This was a tenth win in ten 
league games for Glengarry and 
it’s hard to see how anyone can 
stop their march to the title. 

Caberfeidh 5 
Inverness 0
The Caberfeidh second team 
stay second after they defeated 
the Inverness second team 5-0 
in their noon throw-up at Castle 
Leod.

All the goals came in the first 
half with Jamie Matheson, 
James MacLeod, a Stuart 
Krzyzanowski brace and Calum 
MacKinnon leaving Caberfeidh 
5-0 ahead at the break. There 
were no goals in the second half 
when Inverness gave a better 
showing. 

Lochaber 6
Lochcarron 0  
The Lochaber reserves go third 
in the league after beating 
Lochcarron 6-0 in their noon 
throw-up at Spean Bridge.

Lachlan Campbell scored four 

times whilst Danny Delaney, 
back in the side after an eye 
operation, and Keith Neville got 
the others. 

Lovat 6
Lewis Camanachd 0
A powerful first half perfor-
mance gave the Lovat reserves 
a 6-0 win over the Lewis Cama-
nachd in their 1pm throw-up at 
Balgate.

Raymond Rennie put Lovat 
in front after 10 minutes and 
Darren Douglas on 22 minutes 
and Duncan Urquhart a couple 
of minutes later made it 3-0.

A second from Duncan 
Urquhart after 27 minutes fol-
lowed by another from Darren 
Douglas on 40 minutes made it 
5-0 at the break. 

Dylan MacCulloch scored the 
only goal of the second half five 
minutes after the re-start. 

The win, their third in the 
league this term, lifts the Lovat 
colts to sixth in the division.    

 
Kilmallie P 
Boleskine P 
The match between the Kil-
mallie seconds and Boleskine at 
Canal Parks was postponed and 
will be re-scheduled for a later 
date. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2 
Oban Lorn 3
Glasgow Mid Argyll 1
Oban Lorn defeated Glasgow 
Mid Argyll’s second team 3-1 at 
Ganavan.

Lorn went into the match with-
out the suspended Andrew Mac-
Millan and Calum MacLean. 
Daniel MacKinnon scored twice 
for Oban Lorn, with Shaun 
MacIver getting the other. 

Dunoon Camanachd 0
Bute 0 
Dunoon Camanachd and the 
Bute second team shared the 
points in a goal-less draw at 
Dunoon Stadium.

WCA round-up
Marine Harvest 
National Division 1
Badenoch & Strathspey 7 
Lochaber 1
Lochaber suffered their first 
defeat of the season, going 
down 7-1 against Badenoch & 
Strathspey in their 2pm clash at 
The Dell.
 Megan Ralph grabbed a hat-
trick, Kirsty Deans scored twice 
and Roma Fraser and Zoe Reid 
got the others. Claire Delaney 
was on target for Lochaber. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll 1
Skye Camanachd 5
Skye Camanachd returned from 
Yoker with both points, beating 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 5-1. 

A Sarah Corrigall hat-trick 
and two from Lorna MacRae 
counted for Skye, with Katie 
Drain getting the GMA goal.

Fort William P 
Lovat P
The game between the top 
flight’s two newest clubs - Fort 
William and Lovat - at An 
Aird was postponed and will be 
re-scheduled for a later date.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Glenurquhart 3
Strathspey 7
Strathspey defeated Glenur-
quhart 7-3 in their 11.30am 
throw-up at Blairbeg on Satur-
day July 1. 

Strathspey led 7-0 at half time 
but Glenurquhart rallied in the 
second half.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Ardnamurchan W/O
v Cowal & Bute
Ardnamurchan were given a 
walk-over as Cowal & Bute were 
unable to raise a team for this 
league encounter.

Youth round-up
There were a number of youth 
fixtures during the week. 

Marine Harvest 
National U17 
League – London 
Shield
Section A
Kinlochshiel were 5-1 victors 
over Section A bottom side 
Strathglass. 

Eddie Noble got the home goal 
but Archie MacRae’s brace, 
Duncan Matheson, Corrin Jack 
and Duncan MacRae gave Kin-
lochshiel the points. 

Later in the week, Glenur-
quhart beat Strathglass 1-0 with 
Cameron Bremner scoring the 
only goal of the game. 
Section B
Oban Camanachd beat Kin-
gussie 2-0 at Mossfield. Euan 
Logan and Craig Macmillan got 
the goals. Kilmallie had a 2-0 
victory over Newtonmore at Ca-
nal Parks. Callum MacDougall 
and Duncan MacDougall were 
on target. 

Other news
Balliemore Cup Final
venue decided
The Balliemore Cup final 
between Fort William and Ca-
berfeidh will be held at Blairbeg, 
Drumnadrochit, on Saturday 
July 15. 

Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup Final
The Aberdein Considine Suth-
erland Cup final between Loch-
side Rovers and the Kingussie 
seconds takes place at An Aird 
on Saturday July 29. 

Bullough Cup and
Strathdearn Cup semi-fi nals
The venues have been decided 
for the Bullough Cup and 
Strathdearn Cup semi-finals. 

The venues were decided by the 
toss of a coin at the Camanachd 
Association Offices, Inverness.

Lochside Rovers will play the 
Inveraray second team at Gana-
van this Saturday.

The second semi-final between 
the Kyles Athletic second team 
and Strachur takes place at 
Tighnabruaich a week later. 

The Skye Camanachd second 
team won the toss of the coin and 
will host the Kingussie second 
team in their Strathdearn Cup 
semi-final which will take place 
at Pairc nan Laoch, Portree, on 
Saturday July 15.

The winners will play Glengar-
ry or the Newtonmore seconds 
with their semi-final taking 
place at Craigard the same day. 

Friday July 7
Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Newtonmore v Kingussie  
Ross Brown - 7pm
 
Saturday July 8
Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup 3rd Round 
Inveraray v Oban Camanachd  
Robert Baxter
Kilmallie v Lovat    
Willie MacDonald
Newtonmore v Kyles Athletic 
Innes Wood
Strathglass v Skye    
Graham Cameron

Bullough Cup Semi Final
Lochside Rovers v  Inveraray 
Ewan MacDonald

Marine Harvest Premiership
Kinlochshiel v Lochaber  
Martin MacLean - 3pm
Glenurquhart v Kingussie  
Deek Cameron

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Fort William v Beauly  
Lachie Wood
Inverness v Oban Celtic  
Calum Girvan - 3pm

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Kinlochshiel v Fort William  
Brian MacKay - noon
Skye v  Aberdeen University 
John Wood

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Bute v Ballachulish  
Iain Kennedy - 3pm
Glenorchy v Kyles Athletic 
Ronnie Campbell
Kilmory v Taynuilt  
Scott McNeil - 2pm
Tayforth v Col Glen  
David Mitchell

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Caberfeidh v Glengarry   
Steven MacLachlan
Inverness  v Lochcarron   
John Matheson - noon
Lewis v Kilmallie  
Henry MacInnes
Lovat v Lochaber   
TBC
Strathspey v Strathglass   
Evan MacRae - 1.30pm

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Bute v Aberdour
Iain Kennedy - noon
Dunoon v Inveraray   
Graham Fisher
Glasgow MA v Oban Lorn  
Jim Innes
Throw-ups 2.30pm unless 
stated.

Oban Camanachd’s Malcolm Clark celebrates after opening the scoring against Lochaber last 
weekend. The red and blacks went on to win the match3-0.  Photograph: Abrightside Photography.
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday July 6, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 03.45 3.2 10.27 1.4 16.13 3.4 22.22 1.4
Fri 04.27 3.4 11.02 1.3 16.53 3.6 23.04 1.3
Sat 05.07 3.5 11.36 1.2 17.31 3.7 23.44 1.2
Sun 05.46 3.6 12.10 1.1 18.09 3.8  **.**  *.*
Mon 00.23 1.2 06.23 3.7 12.45 1.0 18.44 3.8
Tues 01.02 1.1 06.57 3.7 13.17 1.0 19.18 3.8
Wed 01.39 1.2 07.28 3.6 13.48 1.1 19.51 3.8             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

9 15

14

Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light south south westerly
 Temperatures 13°C to 17ºC.
Friday Light rain
 Winds west south westerly
 Temperatures 12°C to 15ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate wes north westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 14ºC.

All systems go for D & K Lafferty Cup tournament

OBAN SAINTS Football 
Club secretary David 
Buchanan reports that ar-
rangements are all in order 
for their 24th annual football 
tournament, again kindly 
sponsored by D & K Lafferty 
Contractors, which takes 
place on Saturday.
 Unfortunately, St Johnstone 
and Hearts have pulled out 
this season so there will only 
be five teams instead of six 
taking part, because Berwick 

Rangers have accepted an 
invitation this year.
 The competing clubs are 
Hamilton Accies, Dundee 
United, Alloa Athletic, Ber-
wick Rangers and Oban Saints.
 The competition, held at 
Mossfield Stadium and Glen-
cruitten Park, starts at 11am 
and is played on a round robin 
basis with the teams taking  
on each other in short, sharp 
40-minute games.
 Hamilton Accies manager Martin Canning said: ‘This 

is a great tournament, ideal 
for pre-season match fitness. 
It allows the coaches to give 
all their squad plenty of game 
time. They could field four 
different teams on the day if 
they wanted to.’
 Former Scotland internation-
alist and Dundee United coach 
Dave Bowman added: ‘I’ve 
been coming to this tourna-
ment for years and the format 
is excellent.

 ‘It’s always a great day out and 
our fans love coming to Oban.’

Tournament fixtures: 
Dundee United v Hamilton 
Accies, Mossfield; Berwick 
Rangers v Alloa Athletic, 
Glencruitten. Both games kick-
off at 11am.
 Oban Saints v Alloa Athletic, 
Mossfield; Hamilton Accies v 
Berwick Rangers, Glencruit-
ten. Games kick off at noon.
 Oban Saints v Berwick Rang-
ers, Mossfield; Dundee United 

v Alloa Athletic, Glencruitten. 
Games kick off at 1pm.
 Berwick Rangers v Dundee 
United, Mossfield; Oban 
Saints v Hamilton Accies, 
Glencruiten. Games kick-off 
at 2pm.
 Hamilton Accies v Alloa Ath-
letic, Mossfield; Dundee United 
v Oban Saints, Glencruitten. 
Games kick off at 3pm.

Football

Craig MacEwan in action against Hearts during
 last year’s tournament.

West Highland Tennis 
Championships get
under way on Friday
THE WEST Highland Tennis 
Week will get into full swing this 
weekend at Atlantis Leisure, 
with more than 50 competitors 
taking part.

Players from America, Eng-
land and Scotland will compete, 
with the winner being decided 
on Sunday.

However, the star of the tour-
nament could well be a tennis 
shirt.

A Rodger Federer signed ten-
nis top will be raffled this week, 
with the proceeds going to the 
DMI Cancer Trust and the West 
Highland Tennis Week.

Mary McLean, who will be 
refereeing the tournament, 
said: ‘Stuart Fraser, a former 
tennis club member and tennis 
journalist, was interviewing 
Rodger Federer and mentioned 
the DMI charity.

‘So Rodger Federer has given a 
signed shirt.’

 The signed Rodger Federer shirt that has been donated to the 
DMI Cancer Trust ra�  e. 

Raffle tickets can be purchased 
from Atlantis Leisure, Coasters 
and the Sport Shop, with the 
winner being announced on 
Sunday.

‘We are hoping to get a good 
response from people,’ Mary 
added. ‘We have been lucky to 
get that and we are very excited 
about it.’

The tournament will com-
mence on Friday at 9am, with 
games being played until 9pm.

It will be a similar set up on 
Saturday, and the finals on Sun-
day are scheduled for 1pm.

The local events got under way 
last Sunday, with Gregor Brydon 
winning the Argyll Cup singles 
event and Kenny Drummond 
and Melissa Oatts were the 
doubles winners.

Singles � nalists Kenny Drummond and Gregor Brydon. Gregor won the � nal 6-2. Doubles � nalists: Eoghan Swan and a Tristan Carr were beaten in the � nal by Kenny Drummond and Melissa Oatts.
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A TOUGH DEPENDABLE AND 
SUSTAINABLE SOLUTION

 l MEMORIAL BENCHES l BENCHES
 
l PICNIC TABLES l FENCING

 
l DECKING AND MUCH MORE

BUSINESS HELP 
YOU CAN RELY ON

Helping your business with the 
creation and development of new 

products, services and processes by 
connecting you to the right academic 

expertise within Scotland.
With access to a range to funding 

options as well, we can help 
your business wherever you are, 

whatever you need.

To find out more:
www.interface-online.org.uk/oban-times

or contact the team in Inverness: 
Lorraine.thomson@interface-online.org.uk 

tel: 01463 245263 
(for businesses in Argyll and the Isles) 

or Carol-Ann.Adams@interface-online.org.uk 
tel: 01463 245 262 

(for businesses in Lochaber, Skye and Wester Ross).

A FUNDRAISING effort to 
raise £45,000 to send a Fort 
William man with Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS) to Mexico for 
ground-breaking stem cell treat-
ment has been launched.

Twenty-nine-year-old Gary 
Campbell was diagnosed with 
primary progressive MS three 
months ago leaving him now 
virtually unable to walk.

Friends and family have 
launched a massive fundraising 
bid to try and get Gary to the 
other side of the world, where he 

Gary Campbell with partner Leanne Crawford. 

QUESTIONS have been raised over the 
security of computers at Fort William 
Library, writes Ellie Forbes.

The Lochaber Times was contacted by 
a reader, who wished to remain anony-
mous, voicing fears about the security of 
personal details on the public computers.

The Fort William resident fell victim 
to a hack on a personal computer three 
weeks ago, after which she was forced 
to change passwords and login details 
for various accounts. The hack left 
hundreds of pounds worth of damage to 
the computer, which she couldn’t afford 
to fix, and so has been using the library 
machines to update personal accounts 
and try to buy a new computer.

But the reader questioned the security 
of the library computers which she did 

not think had been properly updated. 
She said: ‘The computer asked me to 
check the status of the updates and 
update the firewall. But as an ordinary 
user of the computers you can’t do the 
updates, it needs to be the administrator 
of the account. The assistant came over 
and said she wasn’t too concerned about 
it, but with my luck recently I didn’t want 
to take any chances. Of course my senses 
are heightened from the personal attack, 
but it has made me more aware about the 
security of the computers.

‘I don't know if the computers are safe.’
A spokesperson for High Life High-

land (HLH), which runs the library, said: 
‘Library computer software is updated 
monthly with the latest security soft-
ware. Library computers have antivirus 

software installed with the latest virus 
definitions to detect and quarantine any 
malware, spyware and viruses. Library 
computers also have software which 
automatically removes all user activity 
after every log off. This means any inter-
net history, files created and passwords 
are all wiped from the computer so when 
the next person logs on they cannot see 
the information of previous users.’

The Lochaber Times asked HLH if 
it is safe for people to enter personal 
information on the computer. He said: 
‘Library computers are protected to a 
high level.

‘We will arrange for an IT engineer 
to check the notice reported on this 
library computer to ensure it is working 
correctly.’ 

Charlie Pleming, Ruby Tilling and Hannah Hunter at the 
Ardnamurchan awards ceremony. 

can receive Hematopoietic Stem 
Cell Treatment (HSCT) which 
aims to stop MS in its tracks.

It comes after witnessing the 
success of the treatment on 
fellow Fort William MS suffer 
France O’Connell, who trav-
elled to Mexico last year to get 
the treatment.

Speaking to The Oban Times 
last year, Frances, whose family 
and friends raised £28,343 in 
eight months, said: ‘If my story 
can help just one person, a 
person who is trying to find out 
about HSCT, then this was all 
worthwhile.’

And that looks to be the case.
News of Gary’s diagnosis 

has left him and his family 
overwhelmed. Gary and partner 
Leanne Crawford recently 
moved to a disability home in 
Caol, close to his mum Barbra 
Campbell.

Barbra told the Lochaber Times 
that while Gary has only recent-
ly been diagnosed, she has been 
watching him suffer for almost 
two years.

‘He started to walk strange 
about a year and a half ago; he 
seemed to be dragging his leg. 
Eventually he went to the doc-
tors who suspected he had an 
under active thyroid. But it just 
all got worse from there, his legs 
would tremble constantly.’

Gary was sent for a brain and 
spinal scan in March and was 
called to Raigmore Hospital 
three weeks later to talk to a 
consultant. Gary and Barbra at-
tended the appointment where 
he was diagnosed.

‘It was extremely upsetting 
for me, but I tried not to show 
it. I think Gary was trying hard 
to put on a brave face too, but 
I could tell how hard it was for 
him to hear. The consultant said 
that with this type of MS, Gary 
will steadily get worse, but it's all 
happening rapidly.

‘He was working in BSW 
Sawmill up until his diagnosis 
but he was struggling long 
before that. I speak to people he 
used to work with who say they 
could see something was wrong 
a long time ago. It’s so difficult 
to watch your son suffer, we just 
don't know where to turn.’

Family and friends are now 

hosting a number of fundraising 
events for Gary, and Barbra said 
the community has been great 
already.

‘It’s a big task for us to take on 
but it’s worth it for him. We will 
try everything we can and hope-
fully this stem cell treatment will 
be a success,’ said Barbra.

‘The whole experience has 
been a complete life changer for 
someone so young. We could do 
with more support from NHS 
Highland.

An NHS Highland spokesper-
son said: ‘After diagnosis the 
support provided to our patients 
is tailored to suit their individual 
needs. When a diagnosis of mul-
tiple sclerosis is confirmed, each 
patient is contacted by one of 
our experienced specialist nurs-
es who goes through options and 
details the wider support avail-
able to them in the community.

‘In the Highland Council area 
there are two MS specialist 
nurses who have a caseload of 
just under 800 patients. Given 
the workload they have, our staff 
have been introducing other 
methods of communications 
with patients, including phone 
calls, texting and emails.

‘We continue to work with 
Gary to provide support and 
advice.’

In just one of many fundraising 
efforts, a bake sale will be held 
on Fort William High Street 
on Saturday July 29 from 10am 
to 2pm. Gary’s friend Mark 
Cutis will also be fundraising by 
running up and down Ben Nevis 
twice in one day.

FIVE north of Scotland 
councils have joined forces to 
tackle ‘big ticket’ road issues.

Members of The Highland 
Council have unanimously 
agreed to the establishment 
of a joint committee with 
Aberdeen City Council, Ab-
erdeenshire Council, Angus 
Council, Argyll and Bute 
Council, Comharlie nan Ei-
lean Siar and Moray Council 
to be known as The Northern 
Roads Collaboration Joint 
Committee.

Allan Henderson, Caol and 
Mallaig councillor and chair-
man of the Places Commit-
tee, which includes transport, 
commended the formation of 
the new committee.

He said: ‘I commend this 
initiative which will help 
Highland Council and our 
partner Northern authorities 
address the ‘big ticket’ road 
issues that affect us all.

‘By working together and 
sharing best practices and 
efficiencies, I am convinced 
our areas will benefit from 
the next five years of the joint 
committee.’

Members agreed that Aber-
deenshire Council will take 
the role of lead authority for 
the first year.

William Gilfillan, director 
of community services, said 
members of the Highland 
Council’s Places Committee 
will receive an annual report 
on the performance, activities 
and achievements of the joint 
committee. It is anticipated 
the new committee will hold 
its first meeting at the end of 
the summer.

ARDNAMURCHAN High 
School pupils have celebrated 
a year of remarkable success.

The school’s annual celebra-
tion of success, held last week, 
was well attended by friends 
and families giving them, staff 
and the community the chance 
to come together to celebrate 
the achievements of the young 
people.

In his speech, head teacher 
Christopher Millar-Craig 
spoke of the remarkable suc-
cesses of young people during 
the session, including winning 
the Highland final of the 
Maths Challenge, the school’s 
record of 100 per cent positive 
destinations for its young 
people, the introduction of the 
Youth Philanthropy Initiative 
and the success of the Gaelic 
Education award.

Mr Millar-Craig spoke of the 
importance of young people 
reflecting on their own views 
and building bridges with 
people of all beliefs in the light 

of recent tragedies and acts of 
terrorism in the UK.

Senior pupils Kate Bradley 
and Innes Ferguson  delivered 
a witty overview of the school 
year and excellent music was 
provided by Janie Paterson 
and Anna Jackson, the high 
school Scratch Band, Jonathan 
Ewers, who gave a classical 
guitar solo, the school’s Mòd 
Folk Group, and Kate Bradley 
on Clarsach.

Special awards this year went 
to Dugald Macintyre, the over-
all school winner, and John 
Clark and Ewan MacDonald, 
who won the rural excellence 
award. The SGEULACHD 
award for enterprise went to 
Ruby Tilling, Rotary Club of 
Lochaber prize for endeavour 
went to Charlie Pleming, the 
Ewan Gillespie Memorial 
Trophy was awarded t Hannah 
Hunter, and Lochaber Hous-
ing Association Cup for Aca-
demic Achievement in 2015-16 
went to Charlie Pleming.

Bid launched to raise 
ground-breaking  
MS treatment cash

Councils 
unite to 
tackle roads

Library computer security concerns

Ardnamurchan High School 
celebrates remarkable year
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THE HIGHLANDS has been 
ranked as one of the worst places 
in Britain for broadband speeds.

Consumer champion Which? 
revealed the news last week 
following new analysis.

The Highlands finished in 
the bottom five for Scotland, 
alongside Orkney Islands and 
Shetland Islands, with speeds 
falling below 10mbps.

10Mbps is the minimum down-
load speed proposed under the 
Government’s Universal Service 
Obligation (USO) that anyone 
in the UK would be entitled 
to request and is regarded as 

WESTERN Isles Police Scotland Youth Volunteers 
(PSYV) joined the community in Stornoway for the 
Armed Forces Day parade and lowing of the flag in 
the town centre.

Ten youth volunteers helped at the parade on 
Monday June 26. Adult volunteer Tom Danks and 
six of the youth volunteers were invited to march on 
the parade and took up position behind the Army and 
RAF cadets.

PSYV co-ordinator PC Rick Henderson said: ‘The 
youth volunteers did the PSYV Western Isles group 
proud and were brilliant in their drill movements.

‘It was an honour for our youth volunteers to be 
invited to join their peers in the parade and a pleas-
ure to support the Western Isles Armed Forces Day 
parade. They also met Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant 
Donald Martin.’Volunteers at Armed Forces Day in Stornoway. 

STORNOWAY residents have expressed 
disappointment they will no longer be able 
to donate blood in the town.

Scottish National Blood Transfusion 
Service (SNBTS) is to stop blood donation 
programmes in Stornoway, following a 20 
per cent drop in the need for blood.

Lynne Willdigg, head of donor services, 
told the Lochaber Times: ‘In September 
2016 we wrote to people to say we would 
be making changes after seeing a 20 per 
cent drop in the need for blood in the last 
six years, through improved practices to 
reduce the need for blood on the front line. 
We have changed our collection process 
across Scotland to reflect this.

‘We understand out donors may be upset 
with the decision. We have been coming to 
the island for more than 10 years.’

Unpredictable weather conditions and 

transport delays also contributed to the 
decision. The biggest challenge for us is 
the transportation of blood back from the 
island. We only have 22 hours, from the 
first blood donation, to get it back to our 
process and testing site in Edinburgh. It’s 
very tight. We have to do it by ferry because 
we can't transport untested blood by air. 
But bad weather can put pressure on that 
transportation. We have to look at the best 
way to meet the demand from hospitals,’ 
said Ms Willdigg.

The change will not impact on the deliv-
ery of tested and processed blood to the 
Western Isles.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar SNP MSP Alasdair 
Allan has expressed his disappointment at 
the decision. He said: ‘I know many people 
in the islands will be disappointed they will 
no long have the opportunity to donate 

blood on a regular basis. The sessions in 
Stornoway were very well-attended, which 
is a fantastic testament to the sense of 
community and citizenship we have here. 
Many people will have had a friend or fam-
ily member who will have needed donated 
blood; many more will just have wanted to 
help others.

‘However, we have to appreciate patient 
safety comes first and that SNBTS has to 
meet its 22-hour time limit for donations.

‘I plan to meet with the associate director 
of donor and transport services at SNBTS 
in the coming weeks to discuss this issue 
and the possibility of its reintroduction in 
future.’

Ms Willdigg added: ‘We thank all our 
donors in Stornoway and would be de-
lighted to see them at our sessions on the 
mainland.’

A MIRACLE baby who was 
born 16 weeks premature has 
celebrated her first birthday by 
visiting hospital staff in Storno-
way.

Proud parents Zerqua and 
Mansha Mohammed Shahid 
took Hafsa to the Western Isles 
Hospital, Stornoway, and the 
Princess Royal Maternity Hos-
pital in Glasgow to pay tribute to 
the NHS staff who looked after 
them after Hafsa was born on 
Father’s Day 2016 when Zerqua 
was only 24 weeks’ pregnant.

Hafsa, who weighed just 580g 
and was so small she could fit 
into her mother’s hand, spent 
19 weeks in hospital after being 
born in the Princess Royal Ma-
ternity Hospital.

From the outset, Hafsa did 
exceptionally well, battling with 
all the usual aspects of extreme 
prematurity, particularly with 
the maturation of her lungs. She 
was extubated and intubated on 

SIXTY-FIVE people from Bar-
ra to Butt have shed a combined 
weight of 43 stone after taking 
part in the It Takes Three to Shift 
a Stone weight loss competition.

Teams of three people were 
encouraged to lose a stone each 
over three months. Mission 
Slimpossible, made up of Mar-
ion Macleod, Sarah Morrison 
and Donella Brown, have lost 
the most weight at the three-
month mark. After a year, the 
team which has lost and main-
tained the highest weight loss 
will win vouchers. Winners will 
be announced in 2018.

The leading team commented: 
‘It was a long three months, but 
worth it.’Leading team 'Mission Slimpossible' on weight loss quest. 

WESTERN Isles mothers-to-
be, whose babies are due on 
or after August 15, 2017, are 
being encouraged to reg-
ister for a baby box at their 
next midwife appointment.

The boxes, containing 
essential items for a child’s 
� rst weeks and months, en-
sure every child in Scotland, 
regardless of their circum-
stances, gets the best start 
in life.

The boxes are full of useful 
items including books, 
clothes, blankets, a bath 
towel, a changing mat, a bib 
and a thermometer, while 
also providing a safe space 
for babies to sleep near their 
parents.

THE OUTER Hebrides LEADER 
programme is seeking appli-
cations for its next round of 
grants.

The 2014-2020 programme 
has supported a number of 
projects and the local action 
group, which manages the 
funds, is now looking for 
groups with innovative ideas 
focusing around young peo-
ple, crofting diversi� cation, 
renewables and new activities 
for visitors and locals to enjoy.

The deadline for applications 
is October 11, 2017.

Ideally projects should have 
match funding in place by 
the application submission 
deadline.

Projects must not have 
started, show that they will 
bene� t the local community, 
be completely di� erent to 
what the enterprise is already 
o� ering and not displace other 
existing businesses.

Highlands among the worst in 
Britain for broadband speeds

necessary to meet the typical 
demands of a family or small 
business.

Commenting on the report, 
Scottish Labour Connectivity 
spokesperson Rhoda Grant said 
it was proof of ‘unacceptable de-
lays and failure from the SNP’.

‘This report again highlights 
that remote and rural areas 
including Orkney, Shetland, the 
Western Isles and the Highlands 
are still at the back of the queue 
for connections and that more 
than half of homes in some parts 
of rural Scotland are still strug-
gling with very slow internet 

speeds,’ she said. ‘It’s the rural 
areas that have most to gain 
from being able to access super-
fast broadband but yet again the 
Highlands and Islands appear to 
be an afterthought.’

But Cabinet Secretary for 
Connectivity Fergus Ewing said 
the Scottish Government is on 
track to deliver fibre broadband 
to at least 95 per cent of premis-
es across Scotland by the end of 
this year.

He said: ‘Without our invest-
ment, only 66 per cent of prem-
ises would have been reached, 
with as little as 21 per cent cov-

erage across the Highlands and 
no coverage at all in Orkney, 
Shetland and the Western Isles.’

Mr Ewing added he is aware 
many homes and businesses do 
not yet have access.

In the Highland Council area 
25 per cent of premises had ac-
cess to fibre broadband in 2012.

Most recent figures show that 
75 per cent of premises across 
the Highland Council area can 
now access fibre broadband 
and 69 per cent are capable of 
accessing superfast speeds.

Ms Grant said broadband is 
key to fighting population de-

cline across the Highlands and 
Islands.

‘Rural areas need broadband 
to compete in the global market 
place and to safeguard against 
population decline. Rural and 
island schools and colleges need 
it to deliver to remote students 
and our health boards need it 
to deliver tele-health services to 
remote patients.

‘We need solutions to the un-
equal and unfair distribution of 
fast broadband across Scotland, 
which is seeing the Highlands 
and Islands being left behind, 
and we need these solutions 

sooner rather than later.’ 
Which?’s Fix Bad Broadband 
campaign is calling on people 
to use its free speed checker to 
find out what broadband speed 
they are currently getting and if 
they are not getting the speeds 
they were promised, helps them 
complain to their provider using 
a complaint tool.

Alex Neill, Which? managing 
director of home services, said: 
‘Far too many households across 
the UK are suffering from slow 
broadband speeds, which can 
stop you being able to carry out 
essential daily tasks.’

Blood donation axe falls on town

Winning the 
weight-loss 
battle

numerous occasions depending 
on her oxygen levels.

It took 134 days of specialist 
care in Glasgow before Hafsa – 
which aptly means humble baby 
lioness – was strong enough to 
return home to Stornoway.

Mum Zerqua said: ‘This is a 
very special birthday for us and 
we plan on celebrating it with 
family and friends.

‘Hasfa is developing well and 
her weight is now up to 13lbs 
which I put down to her reaping 
the benefits of being breastfed 
from birth. 

‘We are so grateful for the 
help we have received from 
NHS staff in Stornoway and in 
Glasgow. We can’t thank them 
enough. To show our support 
we decided to fundraise, with 
all the money raised going to 
the Princess Royal Maternity 
Hospital’s neonatal unit.’

Head of midwifery Catherine 
Macdonald said: ‘Hafsa is such 

Projects urged to 
apply for cash  

Register for baby 
box handout 

Miracle premature baby turns one

a happy, pretty little girl. It’s 
wonderful to see her enjoying 
her first birthday when we recall 

how fragile and small she was 
when she was born. That’s all 
behind her now.’

Young volunteers 
shine at parade

THE CONVENER of Com-
hairle nan Eilean Siar has paid 
tribute to former councillor Iain 
MacKenzie who died last week, 
aged 72.

Educated at Bayble Junior 
Secondary and The Nicolson 
Institute, Iain continued his 
studies at Lews Castle College 
and Stow College, Glasgow.

Iain worked as a radar and 
radio/TV engineer for five 
years and then as an air traffic 
engineer at Stornoway Airport 
between 1968 and 2006, before 
he was elected to the comhairle 
as a councillor for Steòrnabhagh 

A LACK of public toilets has 
prompted Highlands and Islands 
MSP Rhoda Grant to write to 
the chief executive of Highland 
Council Steve Barron and the 
chief executive of Visit Scotland 
Malcolm Roughead.

The worried MSP said: 
‘With cuts to council budgets, 
something had to give, but I am 
concerned that on one hand we 
are attracting more and more 
visitors to the area and showcas-
ing the skills of many within our 
communities, but on the other 
hand we do not provide the basic 
public amenities to service a 
demand.

‘We have a unique and wonder-
ful asset in our scenery across 
the Highlands and Islands. Each 
year we attract more and more 
visitors to the area.

‘We have many excellent visitor 
attractions, some award-win-
ning, yet when I am out and 

about across the Highlands 
and Skye for example, meeting 
constituents, I often get asked 
about the availability of, or lack 
of, public toilets. I have written 
to chief executives of Highland 
Council and Visit Scotland 
seeking the latest position with 
regard the number of coun-
cil-managed toilet amenities 
and the take up of the Highland 
Comfort Scheme. The scheme 
operates at locations across the 
Highlands where a business 
or community facility receives 
a monthly payment to offset 
the cost of making their toilets 
available to the general public.’

Rhoda Grant concluded: 
‘Tourism now more than ever 
is an asset that we need to cap-
italise on and if we are going to 
attract more tourists to the area, 
boosting the local economy, 
we should surely be providing 
public toilets.’

THE MOST recent data for 
NHS Scotland reveals that 100 
per cent of patients in NHS 
Western Isles’ emergency 
departments were seen, 
admitted or discharged within 
four hours – beating the 95 per 
cent target.

Scottish hospitals have now 
had the best performing emer-
gency departments in the UK 
for more than two years.

Commenting, SNP MSP Alas-
dair Allan for Na h-Eileanan an 
Iar said: ‘These very positive 
� gures for the Western Isles 
are a testament to the hard 
work of our NHS and social 
care workers. 

‘It is extremely encouraging 
that emergency departments 
in NHS Western Isles are fre-
quently meeting the four-hour 
waiting times target.’

 
 
 
 

A&E waiting time 
targets met  

Concern over lack 
of public toilets 

a Tuath in 2007. He was re-elect-
ed in 2012.

Convener Norman A Mac-
donald said: ‘Iain was a very 
active participant in all of the 
comhairle’s processes. He was 
an insightful councillor who 
was respected by his peers and 
made a significant contribution 
to our community in an unas-
suming manner. He also served 
as an elder in The Free Church 
for many years. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with his wife 
Georgina, his children Don and 
Karen, the grandchildren and 
his extended family and friends.’

Tributes paid to former councillor

Hafsa on her visit to meet NHS sta�  in Stornoway.
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They should 
mark out 
some bigger 
bays ”

Davie Kerr

A RETIRED Fort William 
policeman has called on super-
market Morrisons to ‘get its act 
together’ and improve its car 
park for customers.

Davie Kerr from Onich said he 
has been asking the retailer to 
sort its car park for years.

Speaking to the Lochaber 
Times, the 72-year-old said: 
‘I’ve written them several polite 
letters suggesting what I think 
should be done to improve it, 
but I keep getting fobbed off 
with wishy-washy excuses. They 
need to do something as I think 
it’s getting beyond a joke.’

The car park, used regularly by 
people living across Lochaber, 
can be particularly difficult to 
negotiate during the height of 
the season, with camper vans 
and motorbikes often taking up 
more than one space, said Mr 
Kerr.

Mr Kerr has made a number 
of suggestions to Morrisons: 
‘Make the ring road round the 
car park one way clockwise and 
signpost it accordingly. There 

KINLOCHLEVEN High School 
pupils celebrated their success as 
sixth-year pupils got ready to leave.

Ross, Skye and Lochaber MP Ian 
Blackford was guest speaker and hand-
ed out awards at the closing assembly 
of Kinlochleven High School.

He congratulated pupils and staff 

on their achievements throughout the 
year and wished leavers well as they 
move on to jobs and further education.

He said: ‘It is always a privilege for 
me to come here and and find out 
what you have been doing. I am very 
impressed. I know many of you played 
an important part in making sure the 

Syrian refugees came here, in making 
them welcome and influencing others 
to do the same. Kinlochleven is a 
special place and the school is a real 
credit to the village. I congratulate you 
on your achievements and it is my great 
pleasure to present you with awards 
recognising what you have done.’

Left to right, Dan MacLean, Junior Boys Cross Country; Lane Jameson, Excellence; Lauren Turner, Senior Girls Cross 
Country; Stephen Dent, Mamore House captain, head teacher Rebecca Machin; Ian Blackford MP; Dani Taylor, LHA 

Creative Arts; Rebecca Small, Garbhein House Captain and Rosie Sinclair, Junior Girls Cross Country. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The 

Write Image. F27 kinlochleven HS awards 01 IF

HIGHLAND councillors 
supporting the reinstatement 
of round-the-clock emergency 
cover on Skye are calling for ur-
gent talks with Health Minister 
Shona Robison.

Four island councillors and 
council leader Margaret David-
son want to reinstate 24/7 NHS 
emergency cover in Portree and 
north Skye.

The councillors also have the 
support of members in Wester 
Ross, Strathpeffer and Loch-
alsh.

The council agreed to ap-
proach the Cabinet Secretary 
following a motion from Skye 
councillors Callum MacLeod, 
Ronald MacDonald and John 
Gordon to the local authority at 
its meeting on June 29.

It stated: ‘The people of Skye 
and Raasay have widespread 
unease about the NHS High-
land redesign process with 

A LOCHABER councillor is 
seeking to reassure residents 
cladding installed on public 
and private properties are 
safe following the high rise 
flats fire in London.

Following the Grenfell 
disaster and concerns of 
Highland residents, Caol 
and Mallaig councillor Allan 
Henderson asked council 
officials to check on the types 
of insulation and cladding 
the council has overseen and 
installed on local authority 
properties along with private 
owners.

Mr Henderson said he has 
been reassured by the local 
authority the materials used 
are safe.

Speaking to the Lochaber 
Times he said: ‘I am reassured 
by officers that the external 
cladding/insulation installed 
tended to be Rockwool 
insulation mechanically fixed 
to the walls, then covered 
in metal lath and cement 
rendered.

‘This, I am assured, will 
provide a non-combustible 
envelope. As an extra precau-
tion, gas pipe risers should 
have been externally face 
fixed to prevent any leakage 
permeating behind the exter-
nal cladding. If you have any 
doubts about this, contact 
your housing officer.’

Mr Henderson said he has 
been assured the council is in 
the process of double check-
ing this as well as reviewing 
fire safety arrangements for 
flats.

The Caol councillor also 
asked about the cladding 
installed at Lochaber High 
School.

‘The system used at Loch-
aber High School incorpo-
rates a Trespa cladding panel 
on a metal carrier rail system 
with 100mm Kingspan KJ 
phenolic insulation board 
mechanically fixed to the 
existing structure,’ said Mr 
Henderson. ‘This insulation 
board has a class 0 fire pre-
caution rating which is the 
highest rating in the classifi-
cation index. This system was 
also designed to the current 
high Scottish buildings stand-
ards which are more onerous 
the higher up a building they 
are installed on. The clad-
ding/insulation met all the 
relevant standards applicable 
at the time of refurbishment. 
My thanks to officers for 
diligently checking the details 
in our area.’

LOCHABER women have marked the 
centenary of a national institute with a 
special afternoon tea.

Members from the Lochaber Federa-
tion of the Scottish Women’s Institute 
SWI) gathered last Saturday (July 1) 
for a delicious afternoon tea in Dun-
cansburgh MacIntosh Church, Fort 
William.

Although Lochaber is the newest 
federation, it encompasses two of the 
oldest institutes in the organisation – 
Fort William and Arisaig.

The federation encompasses five 
institutes from Morar, Arisaig, Spean 
Bridge, Ardgour and Fort William.

Around 60 members and former 
members turned out in their best hats 

to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
the organisation, founded in 1971 to 
give rural women an interest, educa-
tion and companionship outside their 
homes.

Christine Haynes, federation chair-
woman, welcomed everyone before 
introducing guest of honour Sheila 
Sutton.

Mrs Sutton, who has been a member 
for 66 years, cut the celebratory cake.

During her time at the SWI, she is 
said to have worked tirelessly for the 
organisation at local, national and 
international levels.

Martine Young of the Lochaber 
Federation said: ‘Everyone agreed 
the afternoon was a great success and 

should be repeated much sooner than 
the next centenary celebrations.

‘Many thanks are due to Mrs Haynes 
and her team of helpers for making it 
an afternoon to remember.’

Mrs Young added: ‘So much has 
changed for women in the countryside 
over the last 100 years. Through the 
efforts of these pioneers, the lives of 
their grand-daughters and great-grand-
daughters are beyond what these early 
women could ever have dreamed of; 
comfortable, centrally-heated homes 
full of labour-saving devices, education 
and a choice of careers and employ-
ment, control over their own lives with 
money to spend and the opportunity to 
join in a wide range of social activities.’

FORT WILLIAM biomass 
heating specialist HWEnergy 
is under new ownership.

Aggregated Micro Power 
(AMP) Holdings plc has 
become the majority share-
holder in the company, which 
currently employs 45 people.

It is said the company will 
remain an independent and 
standalone business.

AMP, an energy company 
specialising in the sale 
of wood fuels through its 
Forest Fuels business and 
the development of energy 
projects including biomass 
boiler ESCOs (Energy Supply 
Contracts), currently has £66 
million of energy assets under 
management.

Bruno Berardelli, managing 
director of HWEnergy, said: 
‘We have entered into this 
relationship with AMP as 
we believe this provides a 
range of opportunities for our 

clients, our company and our 
stakeholders.’

Established in 2003, the firm 
has installed more than 300 
commercial-sized biomass 
installations from Shetland 
to London. The company 
has its headquarters in Fort 
William, with another office 
in Bellshill. HWEnergy is 
entering into the partnership 
with Forest Fuels to grow 
a biomass service and heat 
supply business in England 
and Wales. The two compa-
nies will be managed from 
HWEnergy’s Fort William 
headquarters. 

Mr Berardelli added: ‘AMP’s 
vision for the development of 
decentralised energy provi-
sion is one which we believe 
will benefit the economy 
of the country, help reduce 
carbon emissions from energy 
production and provide nu-
merous benefits to clients.

STAFF and volunteer members 
of Lochaber Sensory Care (LSC) 
for sight and hearing support 
will be in Ardnamurchan on 
Monday July 10.

The team will be at Acharacle 
Medical Practice from 10.30am 
until 11.30am and at Dailmhor 
Care Home in Strontian from 
12.30pm until 1.30pm. 

At both venues, the LSC rep-
resentatives will be o� ering 
help and advice to those with 
a sight or hearing loss. They 
will also supply NHS hearing 
aid batteries and provide 
re-tubing for the hearing aids.

KILMALLIE Parish Church 
will be holding a strawberry 
tea in Caol Church Hall on 
Thursday July 13 from 2pm-
4pm. Entry is £3.50.

THERE will be a craft fair at 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Church Hall on Saturday July 8 
from 10am-3pm. 

There will be a variety of 
stalls from wooden crafts to 
handmade candles, textiles 
and Scottish tablet. For more 
information contact Chris on 
07900 928515.

LAST week the Lochaber Times 
printed a photograph with a 
caption saying Jamie Hepburn 
MSP visited the Morrison 
Construction site on Achintore 
Road. 

The caption should have read 
‘the Robertson Construction 
site’ on Achintore Road.

are so many people who try and 
exit the car park the wrong way, 
it could cause an accident.’

He also said the area outside 
the cafe should be marked off 
for motorcyclists who frequently 
park in car parking bays, and 
designated spaces for camp-
ervans should be at the rear of 
the site, adding: ‘They should 
mark out some bigger bays over 
by the recycling bins for bigger 
vehicles, such as campervans. 
It might also be appropriate 
to mark them in a different, 
conspicuous colour. I always see 
bikes taking up one or more bays 
while their owners are shopping 
or at the cafe.’

A volunteer driver for Care 
Lochaber Community Car 
Scheme, which helps people who 

have difficulty accessing public 
transport through ill health, 
isolation and mobility problems, 

Supermarket urged to improve 
chaotic Fort William car park

Mr Kerr often has to drop peo-
ple off a distance away from the 
supermarket entrance because 

people are parking their cars in 
the designated drop-off point.

He said: ‘They should yellow 
paint to mark the area beside 
the cash machine something like 
‘drop-off’ or ‘immediate pick-up 
only, no parking’ and employ 
someone to enforce it.

‘My wife moved up here from 
Lincolnshire, where her local 
Morrisons resorted to clamping 
persistent offenders. It wasn’t 
pretty or popular, but it worked.

‘It’s not fair to people with mo-
bility issues who need dropped 
off outside the door. Plus taxis 
always have to double park to let 
people out causing more chaos.

‘I just want a sensible reason as 
to why Morrisons can’t consider 
some changes to the car park to 
improve it. I feel like I am being 
ignored. Something needs to be 
done.’

A Morrisons spokesman 
told the Lochaber Times: ‘We 
encourage customers to let the 
store team know when the car 
park isn’t being used correctly. 
The store manager continues 
to thank Davie for his feedback 
and all of his points are being 
considered by the head office 
team for the future.’ 

Reassurance 
given on 
Lochaber 
cladding

Davie Kerr in the car park of the Fort William supermarket. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. F27 davie kerr 01 JP

many key questions remaining 
unanswered.

‘Since these unanswered 
questions relate literally to life 
and death issues, we ask the 
Highland Council to approach 
the Cabinet Secretary for 
Health and Sport, Shona Robi-
son, to meet with the leader of 
Highland Council and with the 
four Skye councillors on behalf 
of the Isle of Skye and Raasay 
Committee.’

Communities in Skye, Loch-
alsh and South West Ross are 
served by Dr MacKinnon’s in 
Broadford and Portree Commu-
nity Hospital.

The preferred option for 
a major redesign of services 
included co-locating all the 
in-patient beds in a new hospital 
in Broadford.

NHS Highland chairman 
David Alston said more than 
50 meetings took place during a 

three-month consultation about 
the re-design and a survey was 
delivered to every home and 
business in the area.

Of the more than 2,000 people 
who responded, 80 per cent 
supported the preferred model 
of service.

The poll also found 57 per cent 
also favoured Broadford as the 
preferred location for the new 
hospital, compared to 29 per 
cent who supported it to be built 
in Portree.

The Cabinet Secretary, in her 
response to the board in Febru-
ary 2015, noted she had ‘care-
fully considered the proposals’ 
and was ‘content’ to approve the 
board’s proposals.

Since then, the Scottish Gov-
ernment has approved the initial 
agreement which is a key step 
to securing a significant invest-
ment of around £15 million for 
the area.

Responding to the motion on 
24-hour emergency care, Mr 
Alston said NHS Highland’s 
position is ‘very clear’.

He said: ‘The service provided 
from Portree Community Hos-
pital is a GP-led minor injury 
unit (MIU). It has never had an 
accident and emergency unit as 
nationally recognised. There are 
only four in NHS Highland.

‘The MIU operates seven days 
a week between 8am to 11pm. 
There were no proposals to 
change this service as part of the 
re-design and none are planned.’

The health board chairman 
said he has been in touch with 
councillors recently: ‘I have 
been in communication with 
the councillors to discuss the 
various issued raised and have 
offered to meet with them. How-
ever, they feel this is unlikely to 
be productive, but the offer to 
meet still stands.’

Councillors call for urgent talks to 
reinstate 24-hour care on Portree

WHAT’S ON

Robertson 
Construction site

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Fort heating specialist 
under new ownership

Ladies celebrate centenary of national institute

Closing assembly celebrates pupils’ success
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COMMUNITY spirit and determination 
meant Glengarry Highland Games en-
joyed one of its most successful years yet, 
despite fears the event would not go ahead.

An emergency meeting to recruit new 
members onto the games committee had 
to be held earlier this year.

Games secretary Alison Donald, one of 
two original committee members, along 
with her husband Gregor, said finding 
new members is vital to keeping the games 
going. 

‘We managed to get a few new people 
on board and we have our usual band of 
volunteers,’ she said.

Residents, visitors and passers-by joined 
in last Saturday (July 1) to make the games 
a resounding success.

Games president Eric MacKenzie said: 
‘We have a full range of races and tradi-

tional Highland Games, Kintail birds of 
prey display and a pet show. We are very 
pleased with the turnout, because the 
games are weather dependent. If we can 
get the Highland dancers outside, it always 
draws in a lot of passing trade. We always 
have an international crowd.

‘A historian who was at the games said he 
believes Glengarry was the first Highland 
Games in 1815. We are checking it out to 
see if we can claim it.

‘We had record numbers of entries in the 
hill race, thanks to a stag party who came 
and took part. Twenty one people raced.’

Eric added the committee is ‘hanging on 
in’.

‘People always rally round on the day, but 
we always need more people. We would not 
like to follow the sad fate of the Lochaber 
games.’

Children’s races: Under 5 Flat Race - 1 Josh 
White; 2 Connie Florence; 3 Thea Topson. 
Girls  5-7 Sack Race - 1 Brook Henderson; 2 
Holly Fraser, Thea Topson.

Boys  5-7 Sack Race - 1 Ben White; 2 Nico 
Anderson-Barreno; 3 Aaron Tressider. 
Girls 8-11 Sack Race - 1 Iona Dunlop; 2 
Eirhlin, 3 Nellie. Boys 8-11 Sack Race - 1 
Murray Donald; 2 Dharas Anderson-Bar-
reno; 3 Duncan MacDonald. 12-15 Mixed 
Sack Race - 1 Finlay Fraser; 2 Fergus 
Donald; 3 Isla Dunlop. 8-11 - Three Leg-
ged Race: 1 Murray Donald and Dharas 
Anderson-Barreno; 2 Aaron Tressider and 
Thea Thompson; 3 Ben white and Nico An-
derson-Barreno. 12-15 Three Legged Race 
- 1 Kera Whittingham and Cara Struth; 2 
Iona MacKay and Iona Dunlop; 3 Cameron 
and Finlay Fraser. Girls  5-7 Egg and Spoon 
Race - 1 Holly Fraser; 2 Brooke Henderson; 
3 Thea Thompson. Boys 5-7 Egg and Spoon 
Race - 1 Nico Anderson-Barreno; 2 Ben 
White; 3 Finlay Davis. Girls 8-11 Egg and 
Spoon Race - 1 Iona MacKay; 2 Iona Dun-
lop; 3 Eirhlin. Boys 8-11 Egg and Spoon 
Race - 1 Robert MacDonald; 2 Duncan 
MacDonald; 3 Murray Donald. 12-15 Egg 
and Spoon Race Mixed - 1 Fergus Donald; 
2 Cameron Fraser; 3 Islay Duncan. 5-7 Flat 
Race Mixed - 1 Brook Henderson; 2 Holly 
Fraser. Boys 5-7 Flat Race - 1 Nico Ander-
son-Barreno; 2 Ben White; 3 Aaron Tressid-
er. Girls 8-11 Flat Race - 1 Iona MacKay; 2 
Kirsty Mathison; 3 Faith Stewart. Boys 8-11 
Flat Race - 1 Dharas-Anderson-Barreno; 2 
Murray Donald; 3 Matthew Daley. Boys 12-
15 Flat Race - 1 Finlay Fraser; 2 Cameron 
Fraser; 3 Fergus Donald.

Track Race - Ladies Sack Race - 1 Fiona 
Thompson; 2 Hilary Tressider, 3 Alison 
Donald. Men’s 100 metres - 1 Allyd Paynter; 
2 Duncan MacDonald; 3 Ben White. Ladies 
200 metres - 1 Isla McArthur; 2 Ann Stew-
art. Men’s 200 metres - 1 Fergus Donald; 2 
Rob Milner. Ladies Hill Race - 1 Kate Tuer; 
2 Fiona Thompson; 3 Veronica MacDonald. 
Men’s Hill Race - 1 Es Tressidder (Cup), 2 
Ben Johnstone; 3 Peter Wood/Peter Barker; 
Female Junior Hill Race (same course) 
- 1 Rebecca Johnstone. Male Junior Hill 
Race (same course) - 1 Fergus Fraser, 2 
Finlay Fraser, 3 Cameron Fraser, 4 Murray 
Donald, aged 9. Best Local on the Field - 
Michael MacDiarmid. Heavies - Hammer 
- 1 Harry Hancock- 76’3”; 2 Scott Bremn-
er- 62’; 3 Michael MacDiarmid- 46’10”; 4 
Eilidh O’Donnell - 8’9”. Best Local - Shot 
Putt - 1 Harry Hancock 29’11”; 2 Scott 
Bremner-27’5”; 3 Michael MacDiarmid- 24’. 
Best Local - Weight over the Bar - 1 Harry 
Hancock- 16’10”; 2 Scott Bremner- 15’; 3 
Michael MacDiarmid-14’. Best Local - Ca-
ber - 1 Harry Hancock; 2 Scott Bremner; 3 
Michael MacDiarmid. Best Local - Weight 
for Distance 28lb - 1 Harry Hancock-44’PB; 
2 Scott Bremner-36’PB; 3 Michael MacDi-
armid-21’10”. Best Local -Weight for Dis-
tance 56lb - 1 Harry Hancock-20’4”; 2 Scott 
Bremner-14’6”; 3 Michael MacDiarmid-8’. 
Best Local - 1 Harry Hancock; 2 Scott 
Bremner; 3 Michael MacDiarmid. Mini 
Games Winners - Age 4-6 - Caber- Aaron 
Tressider. Shott - Josh White. Hammer 
- Aaron Tressider. Weight for Distance 
- Josh White. Age 7-10 - Caber - Robert 
MacDonald. Shott - Ben White. Hammer 
- Ben White. Weight for Distance - Robert 
MacDonald.

THE OUTDOOR Capital of the UK, 
Lochaber Chamber of Commerce’s 
tourism brand, is just seven weeks into 
‘Connect to your Adventure!’, a year-long 
digital marketing campaign that encour-
ages adventurous tourists to visit the area 
and share their own adventures online.

It is already proving a huge success.
The figures speak for themselves: 3.57 

million people reached, 1.4 million video 
views, 1,000 uses of #myoutdoorcapital 
(the hashtag for user-generated online 
content), coverage in 30 online publi-
cations and blogs, and 110,000 likes, 
comments and shares.

A series of stunning new videos have 
already been posted on Facebook, with 
millions of people engaging with the 
brand as a direct result. The videos in-
spire potential visitors to ‘connect to their 

View from the Chamber

adventure’ in Lochaber, demonstrating 
just how accessible the Outdoor Capital 
of the UK is for all, with people able to 
travel to the area using the Caledonian 
Sleeper. They also also highlight how 
much there is to see and do in the area 
for all ages.

With a strong emphasis on user-gener-
ated content, visitors to the region have 
been encouraged to share their experi-

ences on social media using the hashtag 
#myoutdoorcapital. Using the hashtag 
also gives adventurers the opportunity to 
win breaks in Lochaber. There have been 
2,500 competition entries to date.

Lochaber not only boasts an outstand-
ing array of outdoor activities, such as 
mountaineering, walking, snow sports 
and mountain biking, but also stunning 
scenery and fascinating heritage, includ-
ing the Glenfinnan viaduct and The Old 
Fort. 

The videos of between 11 and 55 sec-
onds have featured all of these, including 
some of the area’s hidden gems, with the 
most popular so far being a feature on the 
West Highland Way.

The longer 55-second video features 
about Lochaber have included Wild West 
Safari, The Souter’s Lass, The Moorings 
Hotel, Arisaig and the Nevis Range.

Results

Little ladies compete in the sack race. F27 glengarry games 09 JP

Harry Hancock achieved a new personal best at the games. F27 

glengarry games 01 JP

Kiera Whittingham, 10, left, and friend Cara Strath, also 10, win the 
three-legged race. F27 glengarry games 08 JP

Children take part in a race at Glengarry Games. F27 glengarry games 05 JP

Michael MacDiarmaid takes part in the heavy competition. F27 glengarry games 10 JP

Community spirit wins 
through at Glengarry 

Highland dancing trophy winners take a bow at the games. F27 glengarry games 03 JP

Josh White, � ve, wins a race.    
F27 glengarry games 04 JP

Kintail birds of prey were a 
favourite at the Glengarry 
Games. F27 glengarry games 07 JP
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LOCHABER coucillors have 
expressed concern that plans 
for the new Belford Hospital are 
‘slipping off NHS Highland's 
agenda’.

The Scottish Government con-
firmed last Thursday the new 
Belford hospital in Fort William 
will continue to be a rural 
general hospital, after Lochaber 
MSP Kate Forbes asked for an 
update.

But Caol and Mallaig coun-
cillor Allan Henderson has told 
the Lochaber Times councillors 
are not convinced the hospital 
will be built by 2021, if it is to be 
built at all.

He said: ‘As we hear of new 
hospitals coming forward for 

REVEREND Donald McCorkindale has 
been inducted as Lochaber Rotary Club’s 68th 
president.

The Church of Scotland minister at Morvern, 
Strontian and Ardgour brings a wealth of expe-
rience with him after serving as president of the 
Inverkeithing and Dalgety club in 2007/2008.

After induction, Rev McCorkindale  paid 
a tribute to the late president elect Derrick 
Warner, saying ‘this should have been Derrick’s 
year’.

Consultant surgeon David Sedgewick was 
the speaker at the club’s recent lunch. He gave 
members an update on how the club’s funding 
had been used to support the training of basic 
surgical skills in Rwanda and Palestine. 

Dr Sedgewick’s team helped set up a basic 

surgical skills faculty in the bustling capital city 
of Kigali. This teaches suturing and umbilical 
hernia repairs and has now evolved into train-
ing young African surgeons to become trainers 
themselves through a ‘training the trainers’ 
programme.

The successful venture means 80 per cent 
of the training is now delivered by Rwandan 
surgeons. A similar training programme has 
also been operating in Palestine for more than 
five years with 100 young medics now trained.

President McCorkindale thanked Dr Sedge-
wick for his updated talk and said: ‘The Rotary 
theme for this year is ‘making a difference’ and 
here we have seen at first hand how funding 
from the generous Lochaber public can be 
used to make a difference.’New president Donald McCorkindale and past president Paula Ross. 

MORVERN Games and 
Gala week will celebrate its 
30th anniversary this year.

Hailed as one of the most 
scenic games in Scotland, the 
week will start on Saturday 
July 15 with Morvern High-
land Games at Knock Park, 
Lochaline.

Stuart Jackson, former 
games and gala week chair-
man, said: ‘There had been 
games and children’s sports 
in years gone by, but both had 
been in abeyance for years 
until the Sporting Club of 
Lochaline instigated their re-
vival. Many of us had enjoyed 
the benefits of growing up in 
the area and had taken part 
in the myriad of community 
activities that helped shape 
our formative years. We did 
not want to deny our children 
the same experiences.

‘I am delighted that not only 
did we create an event that 
the community supported but 
that our expectations have 
been exceeded, as here we are 
30 years on and still going.

‘My family ties to the event 
go back more than 60 years, 
when my grandfather, Jimmy 
Macgregor, was games sec-
retary. As a family, we are 
extremely proud this year’s 
winner of the Morvern Mile 
will receive a trophy in mem-
ory of my grandfather. I hope 
Morvern Games and Gala 
Week goes from strength to 
strength and that the whole 
community enjoys and par-
ticipates in this wonderful 
event.’

To mark the 30th year, the 
committee decided the games 
field would benefit from a 
facelift and with financial 
support from Morvern Com-
munity Trust and Ardtornish 
Hydro Fund, have bought 
new fencing and seating. 

THE LOCHABER community has had a first 
look at what the Nevis Centre will look like 
following a £1.6million transformation.

The 25-year-old building is to undergo a major 
facelift, with Fort William architects the Kear-
ney Donald Partnership devising plans, includ-
ing a new-look foyer, bar and two mezzanines, 
as well as extra toilets and a commercial kitchen.

Immediate roof repairs will be done to stop it 
leaking.

Speaking after a public event unveiling the 
plans last week, Sheana Fraser, Linnhe Leisure 
chairwoman, said: ‘We had a really good ques-
tion-and-answer session with people. 

‘Everyone was very positive about the plans. It 
was a real chance for us to get across that the 
Nevis Centre is a community resource and to 
highlight all the things that go on here and the 
value it adds to Fort William.’

It is hoped work on the centre will start early 
next year.

As revealed by the Lochaber Times earlier this 
month, Ms Fraser said they hope to make the 
entrance to the centre more welcoming.

‘We want to make the foyer more welcoming 
and more of a social space for people coming in. 

But the roof leaks so badly we can’t do anything 
inside until it is fixed and that’s going to cost us 
more than £350,000.

‘If the centre is refurbished we hope that would 
encourage more people to use it and develop 
into new markets. 

‘There’s potential there that has not been fully 
developed. 

‘That way we can bring in more income and 
make it more sustainable, because we need to 
make up the grant funding we have lost.’

Scott Donald, a partner at Kearney Donald in 
Fort William, added: ‘The community want us to 
be ambitious with our plans for the centre. The 
building needs to be more attractive and major 
investment in it has been needed for years. Our 
job as architects is to give our clients [Linnhe 
Leisure] ideas they have not thought of for the 
space. We want to aim high.

‘Most people come to the centre for bowling 
and they do that at night. But the cafe shuts 
in the afternoon so we have plans to put in a 
commercial kitchen which will serve food for all 
areas of the centre. So many things would not 
be able to be held in Fort William if it wasn’t for 
the centre. It’s so important for the community.’

A LOCHABER architect has 
won a series of awards.

Ann Nisbet, founding di-
rector of Ann Nisbet Studio, 
won a Royal Incorporation of 
Architects in Scotland (RIAS) 
award for a contemporary 
rural farmhouse in Ayrshire, 
as well as being shortlisted for 
Emerging Scottish Architect of 
the Year.

The project is one of three 
buildings in Scotland to have 
won a Royal Institute of British 
Architects (RIBA) national 
award. The building has also 
won a place on the RIBA 
House of the Year longlist, 
which is filmed by Channel 
4’s Grand Designs and will be 

televised over four episodes 
in November; the 2017 Saltire 
Housing Design Award; the 
RIBA National Award; the  
RIAS Architecture Award 
and the 2017 Best Residential 
Building; Scottish Design 
Awards. 

The zinc and spruce clad 
farmhouse is one of only 12 
buildings vying for the pres-
tigious Andrew Doolan Award 
for Best Building in Scotland. 
With a prize of £25,000, it is 
the highest accolade in Scottish 
architecture.

Ms Nisbet said: ‘We’re elated 
our project has won a RIBA 
national award and is nominat-
ed for RIBA house of the year.’

The 38-year-old architect 
from Kinlocheil, Lochaber, 
attended Lochyside Primary 
School and graduated from 
Lochaber High School in 1996. 
Her mother Florence runs 
Kinlocheil Post Office and her 
father Andy, who is now re-
tired, worked at the aluminium 
smelter in Fort William.

‘Without a doubt, Lochaber 
has had an influence on my 
work. I have the privilege of 
being from one of the most 
beautiful areas of Scotland, if 
not the world. The landscape, 
culture and history have influ-
enced my strong interest in ru-
ral communities, architecture 
and politics,’ said Ms Nisbet.

Ann Nisbet. 

A 25-year-old man has been 
detained in relation to an 
alleged robbery at a guest 
house on Home Farm Road, 
Portree, Skye.

The incident at the Mar-
malade Hotel happened on 
Sunday July 2 at  4.50am and 
resulted in a three-� gure 
sum of cash being stolen. 
The cash was subsequently 
recovered. A report will be 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

A 58-YEAR-OLD man has died 
following a � re at a � at on 
Macaulay Road, Stornoway.

Police attended the scene 
on Saturday (July 1) at 7.50pm 
along with personnel from 
the Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service who extinguished the 
blaze.

The man is yet to be formally 
identi� ed but his next of kin 
have been made aware.

No-one else was injured.
Detective Inspector Richard 

Baird said: ‘A joint investiga-
tion with the � re service will 
be carried out. Inquiries are at 
a very early stage.

‘As is standard, a report will 
be submitted to the procura-
tor � scal.’

Man dies after 
Stornoway � re

Cash stolen from 
Skye guesthouse

Skye and Lochalsh and Bade-
noch and Strathspey, the last 
meeting council representatives 
attended did nothing to reassure 
us that a new build was ‘immi-
nent’, as quoted recently by 
NHS Highland chairman David 
Alston.

‘Previously the chairman of 
the community planning part-
nership was able to project that 
a new hospital would be built by 
2021, on the site that Highland 
Council acquired on behalf of 
NHS Highland, on the Blar Mor.
Despite the announcement of 
appointments to carry forward 
the work, there has been little 
to inspire confidence that date 
will be met or even a hospital 
delivered. Instead there has 
been little evidence to convince 
us that any hospital will be built 
and very little engagement with 

local councillors who are, after 
all, partners.

‘As local councillors we need 
to be given the correct informa-
tion and what stage exactly NHS 
are in the process, if in fact it has 
even started.’

NHS Highland said it is on 
schedule for the building to be 
operational in 2020/21.

Gill McVicar, director of 
operations for North and West 
Highland, said: ‘I am sorry 
councillor Henderson does not 
feel he has been involved in the 
process so far. Having checked 
the distribution for the steering 
group, I can confirm several 
councillors were invited to 
participate. We are aware there 
are newly-elected councillors 
and we would be pleased to meet 
with them to provide an update 
on the process and progress 

to date. The appointment of a 
project manager and advisor are 
very recent and demonstrates 
the commitment of NHS High-
land to progress the necessary 
work. The current timescale to 
which we are working will see 
the initial agreement complete 
and submitted by summer 2018 
and the building operational in 
2020/21. A more robust timeline 
will be developed as part of 
the initial agreement process. 
We are on schedule for that at 
present.’

The need to replace the 
existing hospital building in 
Fort William has become more 
pressing following the expansion 
of the Lochaber smelter – with 
the expectation of up to 1,000 
new jobs – as well as an increase 
in new homes in the area.

Speaking after raising the 

issue in parliament last week, 
Kate Forbes MSP said: ‘I’m very 
pleased to secure the assurances 
of Shona Robison, Cabinet 
Secretary for Health, that she is 
keen to press ahead with the new 
Belford, that care services will 
be enhanced where possible and 
that the hospital will continue as 
a rural general hospital.

‘This is key to recruiting the 
best doctors and nurses to the 
hospital who can then provide 
the best care to people in Loch-
aber.

‘Good, reliable local health-
care is the fundamental corner-
stone of society.’

The Lochaber MSP added: 
‘We have a fantastic opportunity 
to get even better healthcare 
in Lochaber, with the SNP 
Government’s promise to build 
a new hospital.’

Councillors question plans 
for new Belford Hospital

Morvern 
Games and 
Gala marks 
30 years

Volunteers share 
listening tips  

The farmhouse in North Ayrshire which won the RIAS award. 

Rotary Club of Lochaber 
inducts 68th president

Awards success for architect

Centre re-vamp plans unveiled

SAMARITANS volunteers will 
be at Tesco Extra, Retail Park, 
East� eld Way, Inverness, on 
Friday July 21 and Saturday 
July 22, as part of the charity’s  
annual month-long awareness 
campaign Talk to Us, which 
encourages people to take a 
few minutes to improve their 
listening skills by following the 
charity’s simple listening tips.
The volunteers will be hand-
ing out listening tips and 
highlighting the support they 
provide for the community.
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ARMY Cadet Sergeant Jodie 
Standen has recently returned 
from a once-in-a-lifetime trip 
where she took part in the Beating 
Retreat at Horseguards, London.

The annual event is a spec-
tacular evening of music and 
military precision drill including 
horses, cannon and fireworks. 
The sixteen-year-old, who is also 
drum major for the pipes and 
drums of the first Battalion the 
Highlanders ACF, was one of 17 
cadets representing the battalion 
in London.

In other cadet news, Corporal 

Danielle Ferguson, 17, from the 
Fort William detatchment, first 
Battalion the Highlanders, took 
part in a rock climbing course. 

Speaking about the five-day 
course in Lancaster, Danielle 
said: ‘The instructors taught us 
lots of rock climbing ‘hacks’ and 
how to make our own anchors.’

Completion of the course means 
Danielle can now attend any 
indoor climbing centre and climb 
without having an introduction on 
how to climb, belay and tie knots.

Danielle now hopes to attend a 
10-day climbing course in Spain.

THE ANNUAL open day at Ice Factor Kinlochleven, 
raised £726 for charities, including Down’s Syndrome 
Scotland.

The proceeds will also help pay for Santa's annual visit to 
meet village children.

Around 200 people attended the open day on Saturday 
June 24 when attractions included ice-climbing, stalls, 
children’s face painting and a raffle.

Kay McDuff from Kinlochleven and her 13-year-old son 
Mark, who has Down’s syndrome, is a leading light in the 
fundraising drive for Down’s Syndrome Scotland.  

Kay said: ‘Thanks to a huge community-led effort, we 
raised much-needed funds for Down’s Syndrome Scotland 
and a number of other charities.’

Tracey Smith, operations director at Ice Factor Kin-
lochleven, said: ‘The open day gives local charities the 
opportunity to come together to raise funds for causes 
close to their heart. Ice Factor is proud that since January 
this year, £2,186 has been raised for worthwhile causes, 
including Down’s Syndrome Scotland.’

Ready to tackle the rope course at the Ice Factor 
Kinlochleven’s open day. Photograph: Anthony MacMillan Photography. F27 

ice factor open day 01

Jodie Standen participates in the Beating Retreat. 

GLENCOE Heritage Trust 
has received a generous do-
nation of £2,300 from Colin 
and Norma MacInnes of the 
Clan MacInnes Asociation 
UK/Australia.

Thanks to the late Donald 
MacInnes, who lived in 
Cumbernauld, Clan Mac-
Innes has supported the 
trust since it was formed. 
When Donald passed away, 
Colin and Norma took up 
the reins and have been stal-
wart supporters ever since.
When the last remaining 
lands of Lord Strathcona’s 
Glencoe Estate came up for 
sale in 2002, a community 
bid was unsuccessful and it 
looked as though the histor-
ic lands would be lost from 
the community.

But resident Alistair Mac-
Donald, a descendant of the 
MacDonalds of Glencoe, 
secure loans to raise the 
£105,000 asking price and 
Glencoe Heritage Trust was 
formed.

KINLOCHLEVEN High 
School pupils have helped 
raise awareness of Down’s 
Syndrome Scotland and 
boosted the charity’s funds 
by £100 by wearing bright 
socks.

This year’s World Down’s 
Syndrome Day was marked 
by people wearing colourful 
socks.

Pupils made posters and 
distributed them around 
the school and made cakes 
which they sold to Kin-
lochleven Primary School 
and high school pupils.

The children sported a 
variety of colourful socks 
with some even wearing odd 
socks and shoes.

Money raised was given to 
Kay McDuff, a Kinlochlev-
en mum whose son Mark 
has Down's Syndrome, to 
be added to funds raised 
through the community’s 
recent fundraising efforts.

Head teacher Rebecca 
Machin said: ‘It was a great, 

Kay and Mark McDu�  receive the cheque for the charity.

WINNERS of the Kinlochleven Community Trust 
(KCT) photography competition have been announced.

The prizes were awarded by Ilona Munro-Lawson, 
who judged the competition, at the trust's open day on 
Saturday June 24.

The competition received 55 entries.
Winners: Michael Sillars with Pap through Log and 

Lorna MacCorquodale, under-18 category, with Shep-
herd’s Delight.

Runners-up: David MacDougall, Monika Pyne, Sarah 
Denham, Gayle MacCorquodale and Michael Sillars.

Even though Kaci-Jayne Sillars was not a winner in the 
under-18 category, she received a special mention for her 
entry Sun on St John's.

Marion Smith, KCT development officer, said: ‘The 
open day was well attended. Members of the community 
were given the opportunity to comment on projects to 
make the village more sustainable and lots of new ideas 
were suggested. Raffle winners were Jessica Whittaker 
and Don Fletcher. The £100 Co-op voucher was won by 
Jackie Green.’

Photograph competition judge Ilona Munro-Lawson, 
centre, presents awards to winner Michael Sillars, left, 

and runner-up David MacDougall, with 11-year-old 
Kaci- Jayne Sillars, taking the special ’13-month’ award. 

Photograph Iain Ferguson. F27 KCT photo competition winners 01 IF

A PARROT in Yorkshire has begun calling like an os-
prey after its owners became addicted to online footage 
from a nest in the Scottish Highlands.

Sailor, a 24-year-old African grey parrot, lives with 
Stuart and Sue Brannen in Seamer just outside Scarbor-
ough.

She has been mimicking the hunger call of Aila, a 
female osprey whose nest is at Loch Arkaig Forest near 
Spean Bridge.

The Brannens have been glued to the drama.
‘We both have tablets and it has been riveting to watch 

Louis and Aila the osprey pair in Scotland,’ said Stuart, 
70, who is a retired merchant seaman.

‘We have had the website on so much Sailor has started 
to mimic the pleading cry Aila makes when she wants 
Louis to feed her. It is remarkable. If you are in the 
other room you can’t tell if it is the osprey or the parrot 
making the noise.’

George Anderson of Woodland Trust Scotland said: ‘It 
seems our nest cam has brought a real call of the wild 
into people’s homes. 

‘Aside from Sailor, we have heard there is a budgie 
somewhere which also thinks it’s an osprey now.’

It has been a dramatic week at the nest, two chicks 
hatched over the weekend but one did not survive. Then 
the third and final egg hatched but again the chick died. 
However, the remaining chick is doing well. 

More ‘Roamerisms’ from the mid 1980s
 I felt suitably uplifted when I saw a Fort William 
contractor on his knees outside the church he attends 
– until I realised he was replacing a window frame.

 The route march for council offi cers began on 
Monday. In inclement weather they made their way, 
walking, from the Transport Oval Car Park to Lo-
chaber House. Just like us ordinary mortals, in fact. 
I hear, however, there has been a galling little hitch 
because Highland Region hasn’t yet got its bollards 
under control and that, horror of horrors, tourists’ 
cars have been parking in the hallowed spaces.

 Here is the tale of the teabag. Once upon a time 
it was possible to buy tea – there were no teabags in 
those days – at the High Street premises of KK’s, 
McDonald Brothers, Coopers, Liptons, Riddlers, 
MacLennans, Hughie MacGillivrays, MacEwen’s and 
the Co-operative. An Gearasdan locals will recall 
three of these establishments were at the West End. 
Last week, however, with the West End now bereft of 
grocers’ shops, an elderly lady went into the Arts and 
Crafts emporium, sighted some ‘Souvenir Teabags’, 
and asked, ‘Are these the only teabags you have?’ 
Jimmy replied, ‘Yes, but I’ll let you have half a doz-
en of our own to keep you going. Have you run out 
completely?’ Then came a response which will sound 
as astonishing to you as it did to me. ‘We’re staying at 
a hotel miles out of town and we’ve been told by the 
staff that they’re only allowed to put out one teabag 
per room per day’. At least she left the Arts and Crafts 
with enough free teabags to last a week – by the stand-
ards of one Lochaber hotel!

 Two likely lads from Glasgow were up here as 
guests at a wedding at the weekend. In the early hours, 
after the reception, they hailed a taxi to take them to 
their digs at Lundavra. But they couldn’t remember 
the address where they had left their suitcases. They 
searched in vain, then fl agged down another taxi. The 
driver was unable to help them in their quest, but he 
felt so sorry for the lads that he offered to put them up 
for the rest of the night. Which explains why, later in 
the day, the taxi driver’s mum was seen carrying out 
a tray of tea and toast to the taxi parked outside her 
door!

 How about this for the ‘hair of the dog’? A certain 
contractor south of Corran – there are quite a few of 
them down that way – was called out by his local hotel 
to attend to a late night emergency. Earlier, he had 
treated himself to one or two ‘small sensations’ so he 
walked to the hotel, accompanied by faithful doggy 
friend. Job completed, contractor wended his way 
home. In the morning he got up to let the dog out. No 
dog to be seen. Contractor opens the back door and 
there’s his dog, more shaking its head than wagging 
its tail. It had found its own way home from the hotel 
after its master had left it there all night.

 I reckon we now need a horse warden in Lochaber. 
Judging by the amount of manure festooning the 
pavements at places such as Inverlochy road end and 
Achintore Beag, there is a requirement for an equine 
equerry. The by-product could be sold to the council’s 
gardening squad. Horse Guards Parade hasn’t a look-
in compared to the amount of ‘cac’ in and around the 
Fort.

 I see the Sunday Post credited Fort’s goal against 
Elgin City to John Dennison instead of colleague 
Gary Dunlop, who is a butcher to trade. As John 
himself says: ‘It’s obvious the paper doesn’t know the 
difference between Dennison and venison.’

 Ice-cream van convoy dotting about Lochaber. 
Quite interesting to see – and hear – them hunting in 
pairs. Stop us – and buy two.

 There’s a new ‘runabout’ ticket for the Mallaig Sun-
day excursions. Passengers can now board the train at 
Loch Eil Outward Bound Station after undergoing 
the extensive courses at the centre. Thus equipped 
they’ll be able to tackle the assault course at Mallaig 
of catwalk, buffers and fence to enable them to get 
in to Seagull City. Meanwhile, three lassies from 
Newcastle came back to the Fort on the steam train 
after completing the Krypton Factor poser as to how 
to get into Mallaig Station. They said: ‘We were so 
late in figuring it out they should rename Mallaig as 
Manyana.’

 The £10 winner of the Glasgow Herald’s ‘Wish You 
Were Here’ postcard competition is a Ballachulish 
man. The card was captioned: ‘All the Glory of Fort 
William Bus Station on a Dull Day’.

 There was Alex Allan coming up Ainslie Lane on 
Monday morning after finding somewhere to park in 
Low Street. Entering the High Street, he observed a 
wine-coloured Renault ‘kerb crawling’ towards him. 
Alex put a step on it to reach the pavement and then 
thought. ‘Funny, there’s no-one in that car’! So the 
intrepid AF Allan ran after the motor which was on 
a wee bit of an incline. He jumped into the passenger 
seat and pulled on the handbrake. As he was sitting 
there in the car, on double yellow lines, a knock came 
to the side window. ‘Is this your car, sir?’ asked a voice, 
accompanied by a uniform. The number of the car 
having been duly noted in the pad for that purpose, 
the informed Alex, and uniformed ‘polis’, went their 
separate ways. The Renault stayed put in the mean-
time. At least Alex wasn’t asked if he was insured to 
drive the car while sitting in the passenger seat.

MAY WAS the driest month since October 
2016 in Plockton with only 1.5 inches of 
rain and 19 dry days. The warmest day was 
a record high for May at 28.3°C and coolest 
was 5.1°C

The Lochalsh branch of Legion Scotland 
continues to raise funds by holding bingo 
sessions at Balmacara House and on 
Wednesday June 14 members raised £252.

Lochalsh Junior Pipe Band, recently 
crowned British champions in its category 
at Paisley, played at Plockton car park on 
Monday June 5 and Monday June 12. Many 
locals and visitors enjoyed the performances.

Plockton and District Community Council 
held a community consultation drop-in 
session on Monday June 12. More than 50 
residents attended and gave their views on 
‘Plockton-the road ahead’. Top of the agenda 
was more car parking spaces.

Plockton and District Horticultural, Arts 
and Crafts Society held its annual summer 
outing on Saturday June 10 when 30 members 
visited Dundonnell House and Durnamuch 
garden and nursery at Poolewe.

On Friday June 16, around 70 people en-
joyed the Stenton Footlights performance of 
The Derners by Mary Strathie, a comedy set 
in a Galashiels mill in 1953, in Plockton Hall.

The annual football match between Plock-
ton and Kyle primary schools was held in 
June in Plockton. Kyle won 3-2 after extra 
time to take home the Mackenzie cup.

Over the last 17 years, Calum Mackenzie, 
who runs seal spotting trips from Plockton 
in his boat Sula Mhor, has given all the 
money raised to charity, donating £25,000 
to Macmillan Cancer, Marie Curie, High-
land Hospice, Skye and Lochalsh young 
carers and Kyleakin Connections. He is 
now nearing £50,000 total mark. Treasurer 
of Macmillan Cancer Marie Finlayson said 
the running total for Lochalsh, Kintail and 
Glenelg fundraising is more than £400,000 
since 1984.

A memorial service was held in Plockton 
Hall on Saturday June 3 in memory of fish-
erman Bruce Fewell, who tragically drowned 
in April. More than 200 people packed the 
hall where Dave McGie and Bob Kennedy 
led tributes to Bruce. 

Wreaths were cast into the sea from the 
pontoon. 

A collection raised £1,026 which was given 
to the emergency services.

Plockton

Kinlochleven photo 
competition winners

Spean Bridge

The King George V arrives at Fort William.

Bright socks and odd shoes order of the day

fun day. We are delighted to 
contribute to this fabulous 
community initiative. Mrs 

McDuff has been inspira-
tional in the energy and 
enthusiasm she has put into 

fundraising for this cause. 
Well done to everyone 
involved.’ 

Ice Factor open 
day boosts charity 
fundraising effort

Once-in-a-lifetime 
trip for cadet Jodie 

Colin McInnes hands 
Rosalin MacDonald the 

cheque. 

Glencoe

RETRO
Roamer
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1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
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Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
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6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  
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Out enjoying 
the summer 
sun in the 
garden 
when it all 
kicks off...

Stop fussing dad, 
what’s the worst 
that can happen?

Ryan, 
please be 
careful 
when you’re 
kicking that 
football 
about.

Suárez, he 
nutmegs 
Ronaldo, he 
passes to 
Messi, Messi 
shoots and...

Don’t panic I’ll 
call Cairngorm 
Group’s 
Window Doctor 
to come and 
make an 
emergency 
repair, while 
Ryan goes 
and apologises 
to the 
neighbours!
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St Columba’s Fort William Primary School. F27 St Columbas 01 JP

Spean Bridge Primary School. 
F27 Spean bridge 01 JP

Mallaig Primary School. F27 Mallaig 01 JP

Lundavra Primary School. F27 Lundavra 01 JP

Kinlochleven Primary School. F27 Kinlochleven 01 IF

Glencoe Primary School. F27 

Glencoe 01 IF

Invergarry Primary School. F27 

Invergarry 01 JP

Inverie Primary School. F27Inverie 01

Kilchoan Primary School. F27 

Kilchoan 01 IF

Kilchuimin Primary School. F27 Kilchuimin 01 IF

Ballachulish Primary School. F27 Ballachulish 01 IF

Banavie Primary School. F27 Banavie 01 JP

Caol Primary School. F27 Caol 01 JP

Duror Primary School. F27 Duror 01 IF

Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar. F27 Gaelic School 01 JP

St Brides Primary School. F27St 

Brides 01JP

Ardgour Primary School. F27 Ardgour 01 IF

Arisaig Primary School. F27 Arisaig 01 IF

Eigg and Muck Primary Schools. 
F27 Eigg Muck 01 IF

PRIMARY seven pupils from 
schools across Lochaber are 
getting ready to spread their 
wings and head for high school 
after the summer break.

Here are just some of the 

primary seven children getting 
ready to embark on the next 
chapter of their lives.

Photographs by Iain Ferguson 
The Write Image and Abright-
side Photography.

Primary seven pupils move on

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Days gone by – 1964
With the festival season upon us, this week’s picture was taken at the Argyllshire Gathering in 1964. But do you know 
the gentlemen in the photograph? We’d love to hear from you if you do. Write to us at either of the addresses above.

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Much has been written and said about the boom times 
being enjoyed economically by the Highlands in 

general and Lochaber in particular.
A surge in the number of tourists visiting the area has 

been attributed to various causes – including the prolif-
eration of cruise ships, the effect of Brexit and a trend 
for ‘staycations’. Whatever the reasons, the increase in 
visitor numbers is very welcome.

And, of course, we have seen the arrival of the GFG 
Alliance which has taken over the Fort William alumin-
ium smelter and revealed plans for expansion, including 
the prospect of bringing in new workers. There are, 

indeed, many more instances that could be quoted of 
companies investing in Lochaber’s future.

However, while all that is hugely positive, there are 
questions that must be asked about sustainability in 
the light of a major report which ranks the Highlands 
among the worst places in Britain for broadband speeds.

MSP Rhoda Grant is right to voice concerns about the 
situation, though we welcome Connectivity Secretary 
Fergus Ewing’s reassurance that the Scottish Govern-
ment is on track to deliver fibre broadband to at least 95 
per cent of premises by the end of this year. We hold him 
to that pledge and trust he will deliver.

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Social media

Islands cannot cope 
with tourist invasion
Sir,
It is with a heavy heart that I have 
witnessed events of the past few weeks 
pertaining to the Scottish Govern-
ment and its bedfellow CalMac.

The service was initially set up by 
David McBrayne as a social lifeline 
for the benefit of residents on the 
Hebridean islands. That is no longer 
the case. 

An onslaught has recently taken 
place with an invasion of vehicles and 
visitors onto our already poor quality 
roads. 

Islanders who were hoping that work 
would have been completed by now 
to create two-lane roads have been 
badly let down. This latest invasion 
by outsiders has been prompted with 
funding that should have gone to 
improving all roads from the Butt 
to Barra. The invaders restrict our 
movements. For example, many, es-
pecially delivery drivers and such, are 
much later in getting home at night 
due to the  amount of vehicles and the 
time spent in passing places.

This is totally wrong and abhorrent 
to the genuine islanders suffering this 
intrusion  into their daily movements. 
This needs to be corrected, and 
quickly.

Incidentally, there is no need for any 
extra boats. What is needed are boats 
that actually sail, and give the proper 
and the instituted service to islanders.

I am ashamed of our leaders and 
how they have betrayed us.

Aonghas Eoghainn Mhoir,
Gearraidh Na Monadh,
Uibhist a Deas.

Disputes are causing 
problems with care
Sir,
There are ongoing disputes between 
NHS Highland and Argyll and Bute 
Council about care packages being 
cancelled due to lack of funding, 
which causes an even greater strain 
on GPs.

Social workers are saying they now 
have to prioritise access to care, which 
means that many of those who need 
care are not getting any. This can 
cause severe stress and depression but 
nothing is being done about it. 

I mentioned this on my last visit to 
a GP and was told that GPs will not 
interfere in disputes between NHS 
Highland and the council.

I also know of a case where a letter 
from an occupational therapist 
said there was a six-month wait for 
appointments – that was 10 months 
ago and, when trying to find out how 
much longer she would have to wait, 
was told they had no idea. There must 
be many similar instances.

Intregration was supposed to im-
prove things, but instead it is getting 
worse.

David Gallant,
Oban.

Wonderful hospital 
can do even more
Sir,
A major problem is that the IT system 
for hospital appointments has no way 
to input where patients live. You can 
change appointments, but it is compli-
cated and usually results in delays in 
treatment.

I am in my late seventies, live in 
Appin and the best route for me in is 
via Glencoe – despite snow gates in 
winter and caravans in summer. 

The hospital cancelled an 11.30am 
appointment at beginning of Novem-
ber, gave me another for late Novem-
ber at 9am. I cancelled and asked 
for one between 11am and 3pm, was 
given further appointment for 4.30pm 
in December. (I would have faced the 
journey home in darkness, and possi-
bly snow.) I finally got an 11.30am one 
for the last week in January, a delay of 
nearly three months.

We are always hearing of the wonder-
ful video-conferencing system available 
to residents of Skye, but we don’t have 
that here on the mainland. Why?

Not everyone is aware that some pro-
cedures such as CT scans can be done in 
Oban. I have had many CT scans done 
in Lorn and the Islands Hospital, and 
every time I come out I think: ‘What 
an excellent hospital this is. It clean, 
efficient, and has up-to-date equipment 
operated by skilled technicians who 
explain everything. It is beyond price. 
Such West Coast kindness shown by all 
who work there.’

Our wonderful hospital can do 
more, not less, so please enable it to 
do so.

F Gray,
Appin.

Impressed by hospital 
sta�  professionalism
Sir,
Having recently attended Lorn and 
the Islands Hospital in Oban, we 
continue to be impressed by the pro-
fessionalism, courtesy and dedication 
of its staff.

We have an excellent resource here 
and, despite budgetary and logistical 
constraints, receiver a first-class 
service.

So we are dismayed to see the hos-
pital being disparaged and criticised 
regularly and are concerned that this 
will adversely affect morale and may 
discourage potential applicants from 
coming to work here. Despite this, the 
staff remain highly motivated.

The management is trying hard to 
inform people about changes and 
developments. 

Unfortunately, at a poorly attended 
meeting convened for this purpose 
on June 13, there were probably more 
representatives from the NHS and 
volunteer groups than there were 
from the public.

We should celebrate what we have 
and accept that there may be neces-
sary changes in the future. We have 

been assured there will always be an 
Oban hospital and should be very glad 
this is the case.

Stuart and Ann Reid,
Clachan Seil.

Tenants’ concerns 
remain for � re safety
Sir,
Comments from Alastair MacGregor, 
chief executive of Argyll Community 
Housing Association (ACHA), on 
fire safety in ACHA properties are, 
I am afraid, facile, complacent and 
disingenuous, to say the least. After 
all, wasn’t government legislation fol-
lowed when Grenfell Tower was built?

My ACHA home was rewired in 
2013 with, among other things, a 
heavy load immersion heater wired 
through the bathroom electric towel 
rail. This seems pretty idiosyncratic 
to me and caused me to wonder what 
else might be.

And that is only one of my fire safety 
concerns. I have lived in this house 
for 40 years but have never had a fire 
safety check.

My home and my neighbour’s are 
due to be clad later this year – ru-
mours are rife that ACHA houses in 
Benderloch were clad in polystyrene, 
of all things. That may or may not be 
true but we do not want it [cladding] 
at any price.

I telephoned ACHA last year and 
asked to speak to the investment and 
regeneration manager, Iain MacLeod, 
to voice my concerns. He did not 
answer, so I left a message indicating 
that  my neighbour and I did not want 
cladding under any circumstances. I 
left my name, address and telephone 
number but received no response.

Through past experience, we have 
found that tenants are at ACHA’s 
mercy, with no choice. ACHA’s choice 
appears to be to take no action to 
allay tenants’ fears.

All councils and housing associ-
ations should examine their entire 
housing stock for fire safety in all its 
aspects. 

Margaret MacKay,
Barcaldine.

Appeal to trace script 
for Appin Murder play
Sir,
I wonder if your readers can help me 
to find the script of a play by the late 
Angus MacVicar.

The play, entitled Murder in Let-
termore on the subject of the Appin 
Murder, was reportedly performed at 
Duror of Appin as part of the West 
Highland Festival, Festival of Britain 
celebrations, in July 1951.

I suspect the play was not published 
as there is no trace of it in the Nation-
al Library of Scotland catalogue.

I can be contacted at angusstewart@
waitrose.com.

Angus Stewart,
by email.

AS I don’t wish to turn this column 
into the Tiree Scalloping Weekly, I 
promise next week to be back to pleas-
ant subjects such as music, summer 
voyages and special people.

James Laikie’s reply to my piece of 
a few weeks ago was disappointingly 
predictable.

Alongside some misinterpretation of 
my points, some fairly standard-type 
manipulation of my supposed opin-
ions, some mistakes in analysing what 
I ‘appear to think’, an unfortunate 
tone, and reaffirming his lack of 
understanding, there were, however, 
some valid points.

There are, of course, many valid 
points on all sides of the scallop-
dredging and wider marine manage-
ment issue and satisfactory resolution 
and a good future path will only 
come by engagement, education and 
compromise. 

The compromise, of course, must 
always come from all angles but small-
scale, low-impact operators such 
as Coinneach MacKinnon, whom 
James would like to see cease trading, 
should certainly not be bearing the 
brunt of the anti-scallop-dredging 
campaigners.

The lack of knowledge and/or ability 

to differentiate between scales of fish-
ing, types of ground worked and the 
vastly varying resulting impacts is a 
major problem with many anti-fishing 
lobbyists – and this is displayed per-
fectly by Mr Laikie. 

To lump in this small one-boat 
business working on flat sand and 
gravel beds that have been harvested 
sustainably in this way for more than 
60 years with mass industrial fishing 
operations is very unhelpful for all 
sides and can be devastating to the 
lives of the individuals targeted. 

The three jobs provided by this 
operation, as well as the knock-on 
economic benefits ashore and at 
sea may not be of significance on a 
national scale, or to the Laikies, but 
to Tiree they are very important. 

Contrary to what Mr Laikie states, 
this issue has everything to do with 
‘fragile island economies’. The natural 
environment of the world and particu-
larly that of the ocean is in a worrying 
state and action needs to be taken. 
Unfortunately, through ignorance 
and wilful blindness, campaigners 
such as the Laikies are wasting effort 
on easy but non-relevant targets. 

It is much easier to write a letter 
demonising a young fisherman on 

Tiree than to take on big industry – 
fishing and otherwise – doing the real 
damage to the world’s oceans.

I would suggest that if Mr Laikie, 
as he claims, has the ‘utmost respect 
for Tiree’s  fishermen’, then he might 
have engaged with them directly be-
fore writing letters of protest to local 
newspapers. Tiree is a small island 
and it would have been very easy to 
find out about the facts and individ-
uals involved in his chosen subject of 
protest before putting pen to paper. 

If this courtesy had been shown 
originally, then some column inches 
would have been saved and the 
fishermen – ‘sensible’ or otherwise 
– referred to might have been more 
receptive to his views and he may have 
gained a different perspective on the 
issues.

I hope if James and Linda Laikie 
are on Tiree in the future when I am 
home, we might meet over a meal of 
scallops to join in friendly debate. 
I will have sustainably-dredged 
scallops from Coinneach and, out of 
respect for their views, I will offer 
them sustainably-dived ones. 

We may even ceremoniously swap 
during the evening and hopefully 
nobody will be eating parrot.

There was a spirited response of our 
Facebook page to a question about 
gulls and people who feed them.
Mogie Gallagher fumed: ‘People 
should be charged for feeding the 
gulls. The gulls become con� dent and 
come and steal from people’s hands. 
What happens when they attack a child 
to get the food out of their hands and 
seriously injure that child. Rats with 
wings! They are perfectly able to � nd 
food for themselves without people 
feeding them. It just makes my blood 
boil.’
Kerry Crawford posted: ‘Well said 
Mogie – they are the NEDS of the bird 
world and should not be encouraged.’ 
Laura Máirtín recalled: ‘June 2013, 8 
weeks pregnant & about to faint with 
hunger, bought a sandwich and was 
eating it walking through homebase 

car park, one bite in and a Seagull � ew 
down and grabbed it out of my hand – 
felt like the thing actually used its wing 
to knock me on the head as some kind 
of tactic to stun me during the process!’
Gordon Cooper posted: ‘My late dad 
used to feed them � sh scraps out in the 
bungalow scheme in Ganavan, where 
he lived. A few became dozens.... Lots 
of neighbours (rightly) complained 
as the gulls were lining up on their 
rooftops and creating havoc at an 
early hour! A polite visit from a Council 
representative put a stop to my dad’s 
pastime!’
Vincent Thomas Muir blasted: ‘They 
are vermin, beginning, middle and 
end. Go to the seaside and you won’t 
see one because they are all in town 
scavenging from humans. Dumfries is 
plagued by them and all we hear is that 

they are protected. Huh!’
Lilian Kermode wrote: ‘they are a 
b----y pest ,they should be culled right 
back and people feeding them should 
be spot � ned, have seen too many 
people terrorised by them.’
Deborah Gray said: A seagull snatched 
my ice-cream out of my hand on the 
North Pier this afternoon. They would 
not be so bold if people didn’t o� er 
them food.’
John Muir asked: ‘Why does Oban not 
have a gull warden..theyve plenty traf-
� c wardens..so a gull warden would do 
ok for Oban..it would have its pecks..
em perks..you would arrange � ights 
round the bay..if your doing long hours 
you would get peckish..em you could 
go for a gander..em meeting local 
lassies with hiya hen.’
Sarah Walker said: ‘Hate the things.’

CHUALA MI BOIREANNACH a bha an sàs san iomairt 
airson làn-rannsachadh fhaotainn air tubaist bhrònach 
lann-cluiche Hillsborough a’ bruidhinn air an t-sàrachadh 
a dh’fhuiling mòran de na bha an sàs fad faisg air an ochd 
bliadhna fichead bhon a thachair an sgrios uamhasach sin 
air 15 Giblean 1989. 

Tuigidh neach sam bith a th’ air a bhith a’ strì airson 
còraichean ceartais sam bith cho buailteach ‘s a tha e gun 
tachair leithid sin de dhìth-mhisneachadh nuair a tha dao-
ine a’ faireachadh gum bheil iad a’ breabadh an aghaidh 
nan dealg, ‘s gun dòchas adhartais aca. 

Tha suidheachadh den t-seòrsa ag iarraidh neart agus 
diorrasachd, rud glè thric a bhios luchd-iomairt a’ tarraing 
bho chàch a chèile, gus cumail a’ dol. Ruigidh each mall 
muileann uaireannan, agus tha soirbheachadh a bhuannai-
cheas cuid aig amannan an siud ‘s an seo na mhisneachadh 
dha buidhnean eile, agus nach math gur ann mar sin a tha.

Gu follaiseach tha suidheachadh chòraichean na Gàidhlig 
glè eadar-dhealaichte bho thubaist uamhasach Hillsborough, 
ach tha ginealaichean air an aon sheòrsa claoidh fhulang len 
cuid spàirn às leth a’ chànain. Saoilidh mi nach biodh Gàidh-
lig ann an staid cho làidir an-diugh mura b’ e na rinn uimhir 
de Ghàidheil agus caraidean a’ chànain gu saor-thoileach air 
a son, agus tha feum a-nise mar nach robh riamh roimhe gun 
cleachd daoine an cànan a h-uile cothrom a gheibh iad. Chan 
eil teagamh nach e sin an taic as treasa agus as cudromaiche 
is urrainnear a thoirt dhan Ghàidhlig aig an àm seo oir tha a 
h-uile còir agus taic eile an urra ri àireamhan luchd-cleach-
daidh agus tha an tomhas sin gu bhith nas mionaidiche thar 
an ùine romhainn le sporain ionmhais phoblaich a’ sìor fhàs 
nas teinne. Sin cuideachd pàirt den adhbhar airson barrachd 
aire a bhith ga thoirt dha luchd-cleachdaidh na Gàidhlig air 
feadh an t-saoghail, oir feumar neart a’ chànain a thomhas air 
na Gàidheil le chèile.

Mun àm a bhios sibh a’ leughadh seo bidh mise, le ad 

Chinn-suidhe a’ Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich, a’ gabhail pàirt 
ann an co-labhairt leis an ainm ‘A’ Ceangal nan Gàidheal’ 
ann an Ceap Bhreatainn an Alba Nuadh. Ged a tha an t-astar 
mòr, cho-dhùin sinn gum bu chòir dhan Chomunn gabhail 
ris a’ chuireadh a tha a’ dlùthachadh Ghàidheal agus a’ toirt 
cothrom co-obrachaidh às ùr air innleachdan leasachaidh 
dhan chànan air gach taobh den Chuan an Iar. Tha mi ’n 
dòchas gum bi buaidh is piseach aig a’ chruinneachadh agus 
tha mi uasal à Colaiste na Gàidhlig airson a chuir air dòigh.

ONE CAN READILY UNDERSTAND the campaign 
fatigue described by some of those who battled for almost 
28 years to achieve a thorough investigation of the 1998 
Hillsborough stadium tragedy. Their victory does them 
great credit. Gaelic language campaigners also frequently 
experience fatigue and frustration in their pursuit of re-
spect and equality of opportunity for their language. Their 
resilience does them, and their culture, credit.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Le taic bho
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WIN lunch for 4 people at 
The Deck Restaurant

The Deck Restaurant at the Isle of Eriska, 
is open to residents and non-residents 
with incredible views looking out over 
Eriska’s golf course, towards the loch, 
Lismore and Ardnamurchan mountains, 
the setting is di�  cult to rival!

To enter our competition, answer 
this simply question:
Q.  What is the name of the 
mountains on view from the deck?

Answer................................................... ...............................................................
Name..................................................... ...............................................................
Address ...........................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode .................................................
Telephone..............................................Email......................................................
Terms and conditions: Closing date for entries is midnight, Tuesday 18th July. Wyvex Media and any agencies connected 
with the competition and their families are not eligible to enter. The prize is as stated. Photocopied entry coupons will 
not be accepted.  The winner may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and 
website. This competition is also open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications. Digital subscribers can enter by 
printing this page and submitting their entry along with a letter explaining you are a digital subscriber (please provide 
your email address). The prize must be taken by Thursday 31st August

For your chance to win, simply answer this easy question, complete the coupon 
and post it to The Oban Times, Isle of Eriska Competition, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Entries must be submitted by Tuesday 6th June

Isle of Eriska Hotel would like to send you information. 
If you would not like to be contacted, please tick here. �

MORVERN lines

Past tale of a forgotten 
corner of Morvern
ONE of the pleasures of writing this 
column is the interesting feedback and 
information which arrives from readers 
almost weekly. The following is a fine 
example.

‘Although I have passed Morvern many 
times – usually en route to Coll – I have 
had the joy of only four visits to your part 
of the world. One was a night anchored in 
Loch Aline and one was a brief visit in a 
small boat from Tobermory to Drimnin. 
Two others were nights spent at anchor 
in Loch Drumbuie in 1966 and 1968, if 
my records are correct.

‘We were nearly at the end of a glorious 
fortnight’s cruising on the yacht Zuleika. 
She was built at Tighnabruaich in 1909 
and was in good condition, but perhaps 
lacked some of the amenities one might 
expect to find on a modern fibreglass 
yacht.

‘We had spent two nights at the one 
spot – Acarsaid Mhor, South Rona – 
because it was so warm, and the skipper, 
Ronnie, had hinted at us spending a full 
day exploring Rona and maybe walking 
up to the lighthouse.

‘ “Sounds a great idea, skipper. We were 
just going to do a basic wash of some clothes 
first and put them up on the rigging. Can 
we do some washing for yourself?”

‘ “No.  No need. I have an automatic 
washing machine. I will let you see it in 
a few days.”

‘No further questions were asked of 
Ronnie. We knew from the past days’ 
sailing that he was a bit of a wind-up 
merchant.

‘And, so, we arrived one afternoon at 
the wonderful anchorage of Loch Drum-

buie, Morvern. We all went ashore, 
taking the cans for topping up the yacht’s 
fresh water supply. Ronnie led us up the 
hillside from the shore and removed a 
few small boulders from a burn.  

‘He then lifted his previous fortnight’s 
washing and refilled the “machine”. He 
had been using this method of washing 
his clothes for many years and found it 
very economic in electricity and washing 
powder, and remarkably efficient in its 
cleaning power. We then filled the water 
cans at a suitable spot just upstream.

‘As we headed back to the dinghy, 
Ronnie suggested a walk along the shore 
would lead us to a most interesting old 
cottage. And, wow, we found Doirlinn! 
First we read all the “tourist” informa-
tion that was pinned to the door.

“Please come in and enjoy our hospital-
ity in our absence. You will find a little 
food, kettle, fuel and lamps, but please 
respect our trust. This is not a derelict 
house or a rich man’s toy, but a holiday 
centre for schoolchildren. Please do 
not damage our house or take away our 
equipment. Thank you! Please fasten the 
door to prevent sheep becoming trapped 
inside. If you use the canoe, watch it, 
it leaks. More coal in sack in end part 
of house. Saw for more logs in bottom 
drawer. If you burn timber from next 
door (where canoe is) please use only the 
moth-eaten stuff.

‘We accepted the invitation, and went 
inside to find a “dream”. Downstairs, 
on a wall of the “lounge” was an Ord-
nance Survey map of the area. In the 
style of Arthur Ransome (of Swallows 
and Amazons), some place names had 
been changed. So, there were locations 
such as Smugglers’ Cove and Shark Bay 
pencilled in. Upstairs, beds were ready 
for the arrival of the youngsters, with the 

blankets neatly folded and pair of boots 
sitting tidily with the stockings tucked 
in. In the kitchen, some tinned food and 
fuel. But, most amazing of all, was the 
small pile of money on the kitchen table 
and a log book of visiting yachts. Not to 
be spent at the one shop? Help, where’s 
the shop?

‘Ronnie later told us that he had met 
the leaders on a few occasions. Each 
year they arrived after a drive of a few 
hundred miles. The journey ended by 
following the road along the Sound 
of Mull westwards from Lochaline to 
Drimnin and then over the headland to 
Loch Sunart and to their cottage. The 
last mile or two also involved crossing 
an old metal bridge which we noted had 
a disclaimer from the local authority. I 
wonder how it is now?’

The cottage at Dorlin was once an inn, 
a shop and a school. In 1871, four young 
men from Glenborrodale were drowned 
in Loch Sunart when their small boat 
capsized after a party. A search was 
made the following day but it wasn’t 
until several days later the bodies were 
discovered close to one another near 
Glenborrodale Point. Shortly afterwards 
the spirit licence was removed.

The tenant of Dorlin for many years 
was a schoolmaster from mid-Stafford-
shire called Clifford Kershaw who, every 
year, brought up work parties. I had the 
pleasure of meeting him on Loch Sunart 
in the 1960s.

We were in canoes; he had a cat sitting 
on his spray deck and I had two Jack 
Russell terriers on mine. It was an in-
teresting meeting conducted some yards 
apart! Dorlin is being restored and is no 
longer an open bothy.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Dorlin Cottage, Loch Sunart. Photograph: Cli� ord Kershaw

The charity Hope Kitchen – which feeds the hungry and homeless – has moved into new premises in Oban. Full story – page four.

Hope Kitchen is cooking with gas at new home

Council’s top earners rise 
in number and wage rates
TOP salaries at Argyll and Bute 
Council are on the increase 
with 121 people now earning 
more than £50,000 and one 
member of staff earning almost 
£125,000.

At the other end of the pay 
scale, a number of posts have 
remained unfilled throughout 
the year to make savings in 
budgets.

The unaudited annual 
a c c o u n t s 
published for 
last week’s full 
council meeting 
show there 
are 80 officers 
earning up to 
£55,000.

On top of that, 
13 officers earn 
up to £60,000, 
six earn up to 
£65,000, two 
earn up to 
£70,000, 13 earn up to £75,000, 
one person earns up to £80,000, 
two people earn up to £85,000, 
one person earns up to £95,000 
and two people earn up to 
£100,000, and one person earns 
£124,999.

Cleland Sneddon, chief execu-
tive of Argyll and Bute Council, 
earned £120,147 – £20,000 more 
than the chief executive the 
previous year.

These figures do not include 
annual pension payments. The 
contribution rates for pensions 
of anyone on more than £45,800 
is 12 per cent of the salary – in 
the case of the chief executive 
this means he has an annual 
in-year pension contribution 
of £22,214, a rise of almost 

£4,000 from the previous year. 
His pension lump sum would 
be £84,582, a rise of almost 
£16,000.

At the bottom end of the sal-
ary scale, anyone earning up to 
£20,500 will have a five per cent 
pension contribution.

The council had an under-
spend in its annual accounts 
of £1.038 million. Explaining 
the surplus, in a report, Kirsty 
Flanagan, head of strategic 
finance, said: ‘The year-end 

underspend was 
largely expected 
and planned for 
during the year.

‘For example, 
the additional 
savings were 
generated during 
the year as a con-
sequence of de-
liberate decisions 
not to fill posts 
which became 
vacant during the 

year and had been identified 
for removal as service choices 
savings during 2017/18.’

In education, where a number 
of ‘efficiency savings’ saw a cut 
to support hours for pupils with 
extra support needs, the budget 
had a small underspend of 
£13,139. The overall education 
budget was £73,824,646. In 
refuse collection services, there 
was an underspend of £73,729. 

Last week at Oban Communi-
ty Council, the spokesman for 
environment, development and 
infrastructure Councillor Rod-
dy McCuish said a full review of 
bin collections in Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles should take place 
as soon as possible as it ‘doesn’t 
seem to be working’.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

The underspend may indicate 
the financial ability of the coun-
cil to allocate extra collection 
dates to places such as Soroba 
and Oban town centre.

There were 59 compulsory 
redundancies and ‘other 
exits’ at the local authority 
costing £1,033,208. These ‘exit 
packages’ include redundancy 
payments, pension strain and 
compulsory lump sum pay-
ments.

A former union representative 
for Argyll and Bute, who would 
not be named, said: ‘The gap 
between those on the lowest pay 
with the highest workloads, who 
are now covering two or even 
three jobs, is on the increase.

‘At the other end of the scale, 
there are more managers than 
ever. 

‘It is all very well to leave posts 
unfilled – but the problem is 
that the workload goes onto 

someone at the bottom of the 
ladder, not the top.’

A spokesperson for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘The council 
adheres to local and national 
pay agreements to attract and 
retain skilled employees and to 
ensure our staff are paid fairly 
for the work they do. 

‘Implementing the national-
ly-agreed local government pay 
award of one per cent, overtime 
and allowances, increased earn-

ings for a small number of em-
ployees to more than £50,000.’

The scales of councillors’ pay 
were also published last week. 
Full details of these are on The 
Oban Times website. 

Papers show basic councillor 
salaries increased by £10,000 in 
total, the provost’s and leader’s 
salaries increased by £1,000, 
while senior councillors’ sala-
ries and other expenses reduced 
by £47,000.

There 
are more 
managers 
than ever ”

Planning 
service 
changes 
on way
CHANGES are on the way 
to Argyll and Bute Council’s 
planning application service, in-
cluding a charge for ‘significant’ 
applications.

The council says changes to the 
pre-application advice service 
aim to speed up applications 
and help applicants find out 
what they need to do to make a 
successful planning application.

Coming into force on Monday 
July 10, the service will provide 
people with a clear and concise 
system for applying for planning 
consent.

Councillor David Kinniburgh, 
who is the council’s Planning 
and Regulatory Services spokes-
man, said: ‘As a council, the 
cornerstone of our vision is to do 
everything we can to encourage 
people to live here, work here 
and invest here.

‘That’s why we have always 
striven to welcome and support 
development, enabling it to take 
place and not putting unneces-
sary barriers in people’s way.

‘We will always work with 
people – be they householders 
or businesses – to do what’s 
required to make sure they 
have the best chance of getting 
planning consent.

‘Using our pre-application 
advice system for all potential 
developments means people 
will be accessing a streamlined, 
clear, efficient and consistent 
process.’

From July 10, the council will 
introduce charging for those 
proposals defined as ‘locally 
significant’ – medium- and 
large-scale projects and major 
developments based on the na-
ture and scale of development.

Proposals for householder and 
small-scale development will not 
incur a fee.
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Mob. 07528 801393 | info@gordongeorgeconstruction.co.uk

New Build & Extension Groundworks
Sewers & Septic Tanks
Concrete & Steel Work
Kerbing & Paving Works
Bell Mouths & Access Roads

Tar Surfaced Driveways & Car Parks
Cable & Water Pipe Tracks
Retaining Walls
Excavation Works
Excavators For Hire With Operator

Delivering All Aspects Of Civil Engineering.

www.gordongeorgeconstruction.co.uk | tel. 01397 700115Supporting Fort William Football Club

Swimming

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday June 29, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 03.42 1.0 09.28 3.3 15.41 0.9 21.34 3.4
Fri 04.35 1.3 10.22 3.1 16.31 1.1 22.26 3.2
Sat 05.33 1.5 11.32 2.9 17.24 1.4 23.27 3.0
Sun 06.39 1.6 12.50 2.9 18.22 1.5  **.**  *.*
Mon 00.47 2.9 07.53 1.7 13.55 2.9 19.25 1.6
Tues 02.04 3.0 08.58 1.6 14.47 3.0 20.32 1.6
Wed 03.00 3.1 09.47 1.5 15.32 3.2 21.33 1.5             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

15

13

12

Thursday Cloudy with light rain at times
 Winds moderate northerly
 Temperatures 11°C to 14ºC.
Friday Cloudy with sunny intervals
 Winds moderate north north westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 13ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 14ºC.

Lochaber and District Motorcycle Club 
members get ready for the world series
LOCHABER and District 
Motorcycle Club youngsters are 
gearing up for a weekend at the 
GP Trials World Series.

Ben, left, and Duncan right at the � nish of the Mintex trial. 
Back, Ben Dignan with Euan Sim during the British

Championship round. 

AFTER a very successful couple of swim meets, 
Lochaber Leisure Centre Swimmers have re-
ceived their awards.

As reported in the Lochaber Times last week 
(June 29) the team took part in swimming 

    Inverness medal winners left to right, Kai 
Malcolm, Rhianna MacCallum, Lauren Mac-

Donald, Hannah Loughrey and Alice
Ann MacPherson.

Firefi ghters complete 
three peaks challenge
FORT William firefighters took 
to Britain’s biggest hills recently 
as the completed the three 
peaks challenge.

The challenge saw five of 
Fort William’s finest climb to 
the top of Scotland, England 
and Wales’ highest mountains. 
The goal of the challenge to 
complete all three in 24 hours.

The men managed to climb 
Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike in Eng-
land and Snowdon in Wales in 
under 19 hours and 45 minutes, 
earning them a gold award for 
doing it under the 20-hour mark.

Firefighters Iain Henderson, 
Chris Donnelly, Chris Findlay, 
Shaun Graham and Peter Wood 
did the climbing, with John 
Campbell and Peter Lees rack-
ing up the miles driving them 
across the country.

The group climbed the peaks 
to raise money for Fort William 
charity STAR for Harris.

The charity, set up by Tanya 
and Alan Ross, who lost their 
son Harris to cancer, aims to 
support the treatment of child-
hood cancer and raise aware-

The � re� ghters who completed the three peaks challenge in 
record time.

Fourteen-year-old Ben Dig-
nan will be racing in the world 
series this Saturday, July 8, in 
Yorkshire.

He will be competing along-
side fellow club member Dun-
can MacColl, 17.

Ben, who lives near Roy 
Bridge, has been riding since he 
was four years old. 

He has previously competed 
in both Scottish and British 
Championships, and this is the 
first year he was eligible to ride 
at a world status.

Oban youngster Euan Sim 
also competed at the British lev-
el, finishing a respectable third, 
second and third in his three 
rounds. Both Ben and Euan 
lead their respective Scottish 
championship classes.

Chairman of Lochaber and 
District MCC David Dignan 
said: ‘Both boys put in a strong 
performance over the three 
laps in hot conditions and were 
pleased to come away with a 
third place. It’s a tremendous 
achievement.’

Now Lochaber High School 
pupil Ben is getting ready for the 
world competition. Dad David 
told the Lochaber Times: ‘Ben 
has been part of the trail scene 
his whole life. He has grown up 

and knows the people riding in 
the world championships, and 
to ride with these guys is just a 
dream come true.

‘Ben tends to ride above his 
level in Scottish competitions, 
by about four years, and then 
competes at his own level in 
British ones.

‘He also recently took part in 
a time and observation trail, 
Mintex, in Yorkshire, which 
is an out and out race, where 
he came eighth. It was a huge 
achievement for him because 
he was the youngest of the age 
group allowed to compete in the 
event.’

Ben is coached by world cham-
pion Jack Price, who trains with 
him all year round, while he tries 
to balance school, riding and 
swimming – another passion of 
his which helps him train.

Lochaber and District MCC 
bosts more children in the club 
than all of the others in Scotland 
put together. To find out more 
head to their website.

Fort William FC
get new sponsorship
LIBERTY British Aluminium, 
part of the GFG Alliance, new 
owners of the Lochaber Smelter, 
has made a further investment 
in the Lochaber community 
with sponsorship of Fort Wil-
liam Football Club.

Liberty will be the main spon-
sor of Fort William Football 
Club (FWFC) for the upcoming 
2017/18 season in the Scottish 
Highland Football League 
with investment of a significant 
four-figure sum in the club.

This will see the company’s 
name emblazoned on the main 
match-day strip.

Brian King, managing director 
of Lochaber operations for Lib-
erty and its sister GFG Alliance 
company, SIMEC, said: ‘As a 
long-standing and growing em-
ployer in this area we are eager 
to be an integral part of the 
community as well as the local 
economy.

‘We are pleased to be able to 
support the only team in the 
Scottish Highland Football 
League based in the West 

Highlands and Islands. It is 
important for the future of foot-
ball in the area that the senior 
team provides a focus to which 
the youth development players 
can aspire.’

FWFC play at Claggan Park 
which adjoins land owned by 
Liberty British Aluminium and 
which was formerly the sports 
ground for employees of the 
smelter.

The sponsorship news comes 
following the recent announce-
ment of a new locally-based 
FWFC management team lead 
by Paul Maclennan.

Stewart Maclean, director of 
FWFC, said: ‘We are obviously 
delighted that Liberty has 
agreed to sponsor the club and 
join more than 40 local busi-
nesses which support us.

‘Meeting the costs of operat-
ing the club presents us with a 
significant challenge every year, 
particularly due to travel costs.’

 Brian King and Rosie Flannigan of Liberty British Aluminium 
presented a new strip to team captain Iain Foggo.
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ness of the reality of childhood 
cancer.

The local heroes raised more 
than £1,000 for STAR for Har-
ris with more still coming in.

Speaking to the Lochaber 
Times, Iain Henderson said 
the challenge was incredibly 
difficult.

‘It was horrendous. The weath-
er when we got to the top of Ben 
Nevis was just unbelievable – it 
was so windy people were almost 
getting blown over. It poured 
with rain the whole time, at 
every peak it was raining. You 
would normally get a break from 
it, but we didn’t at all.’

Despite the great British 
weather, Iain said it was all 
worth it to raise money for 
STAR for Harris, and hopes 
to hand over a cheque to the 
charity some time next week.

‘Rather stupidly, we didn’t do 
much training for the challenge, 
we just went for it. I have climbed 
the ben a few times before, but 
nothing like this’, he said.

Swimmers get their awards
competitions in Alloa and Inverness, where 
members had some great success.

Pictures by Abrightside Photography.

Jack Hamilton 
with his medal 
for back crawl.

    Alloa medal winners left to right, Siobhan 
Gordon, Jenna MacLean and Evie-Jay Clark.

    Inverness medal winners left, Jack Hamilton, 
Sean Cann and Kai Malcolm.

Alloa gold medal winners freestyle relay, left 
to right, Aimee McKay, Siobhan Gordon, Jenna 

MacLean and Evie-Jay Clark.

    Inverness
 medal winner

 Kai Malcolm. 


