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A TOUGH DEPENDABLE AND 
SUSTAINABLE SOLUTION

 l MEMORIAL BENCHES l BENCHES
 l PICNIC TABLES l FENCING

 l DECKING AND MUCH MORE

Lochaline    Wed 6 - Thu 7 July 
Tobermory  Fri 8 - Sat 9 July
Craignure  Sun 10 July

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Book now at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the 
cinema 30 mins before screenings: Cash only, no cards. £7.50 
Adults and £5.50 Concessions

The Jungle Book (PG) 106 mins  

A fantastic adventure story for children.
“spectacular, exciting, funny and fun.” Guardian
06/07 at 5.30pm, 08/07 at 5.30pm, 09/07 at 2pm, 
10/07 at 5.30pm
Me Before You (12A) 110 mins   
Adaptation of the best-selling tear-jerking novel. 
“A rom-com with brains.” Time Out    
06/07 at 8.30pm, 08/07 at 8.30pm
Captain America: Civil War (12A) 147 mins  
There’s all-out war between Team Iron Man and Team 
Captain America.
 “Marvel Studio’s �nest �lm yet.” Empire      
07/07 at 5pm, 09/07 at 5pm
Hamish (PG) 89 mins

Documentary of a huge �gure in Scottish culture: poet, 
soldier, intellectual, activist and song-writer. 
“A warm introduction to a man who deserves to 
be remembered.” The List  
07/07 at 8.30pm
Our Kind of Traitor (15) 107 mins  
Slick adaptation of John le Carré’s novel. 
“Our kind of thriller.” Sky Movies      
09/07 at 8.30pm, 10/07 at 8.30pm

Police hunt for dangerous cyclist
OBAN police are searching 
for a ‘dangerous cyclist’ who 
absconded from officers on 
Sunday evening after behaving 
in a manner likely to cause 
harm to people on Stafford 
Street and George Street, 
writes Sandy Neil.

The man was seen cycling 
the wrong way along a one-way 
street into oncoming traffic 
before frightening pedestrians 
and clipping cars as he made 
his escape.

Police describe the man as 
having blond wavy hair and 
wearing a purple hoodie top. 
He is described as around 
18 years old, and was riding 

a black-framed BMX-type 
bicycle. Two police officers 
witnessed the man’s behaviour.

CCTV footage in relation 
to the incident was obscured 
by flags hung across George 
Street. 

Concerns about dangerous 
cycling in the town were  also 
raised at Oban Community 
Council on Monday evening. 

Sympathies lay with young 
people who wanted to be out 
and about on their bicycles, 
but the extreme behaviour 
displayed by some youngsters 
is spoiling it for everyone else, 
the community council was 
told.

After the meeting, communi-
ty council chairwoman Marri 
Malloy told The Oban Times: ‘It 
is good the police are doing all 
they can to make the town safe. 

‘We have been saying for 
some time that it is not children 
who have been causing concern 
at Stafford Street – instead it is 
older young people and adults. 

‘This is borne out by this 
police investigation. 

‘The community council’s 
fear is that someone will be 
injured because of the speed 
of bikes as they fly through the 
town or that someone will slip 
on the wax that is being melted 
to make skateboards and bikes 

go faster on the pedestrianised 
area. 

‘Stafford Street was built for 
the whole town and we all want 
to respect that.

‘The community council is 
keen to work with the cyclists, 
Argyll and Bute councillors, 
staff from BID4Oban and the 
police to find a solution in 
finding out what young people 
want.’ 

In response to reports 
of adults cycling on pave-
ments and causing injury 
to pedestrians, Mrs Malloy 
continued: ‘Adults should 
know better. There is no need 
for them to cycle on pavements.’ 

Kay Simpson from Oban and her friend Anne MacAskill, from Skye, are about to take on one of 
the most daunting and intrepid challenges on the planet – the 10,000-mile Mongol Rally across 

Europe and Asia – in an old van. Full story, page three.

Dynamic duo rally to call of the wild

Workers’ plea for jobs as 
consultants’ bill tops £1m
WORKERS at Argyll and Bute 
Council say ‘it feels like’ the 
council has put the town centre 
regeneration ahead of  jobs.

Claiming the ‘severest cuts 
are yet to hit’, the staff want 
more jobs to be found in-house, 
and less money to be spent on 
consultants.

In records on Scottish Gov-
ernment website Spotlight on 
Spend, the local authority paid 
out £1.256 million on consult-
ants in the year to March 2015.

More than £800,000 of Argyll 
and Bute funding has been 
spent on external consultants 
since 2009 in order to deliver 
the CHORD project in Oban 
town centre.

Workers approached The 
Oban Times after internal con-
sultations led them to believe 
even more jobs will be cut in 
2017.  They want the council 
to consider training staff to 
resource consultations instead 
of spending millions with com-
panies not based in Argyll.

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
area chairman, said that for 
the first time in years people 
in Oban were ‘excited about 
the future’. He said the money 
spent on consultants was in line 
with cash spent elsewhere in the 
country.

A Freedom of Information re-
quest made by The Oban Times, 
in response to the workers’ plea 
found that to date £814, 852 has 
been spent on consultants on 
the CHORD project.

A further marina project is 
currently being assessed by 
consultants and is expected to 

be finalised after a number of 
other consultations have taken 
place, including a wave study 
and seabed analysis.

These consultations are not 
yet in figures given to The Oban 
Times as they have still to be 
completed. Previous marine 
consultations have cost upwards 
of £150,000.

Outside consultants are 
employed by the council as it 
does not have marine and town- 
centre engineers on staff. The 
workers want to see that change.

The group of five workers, who 
did not want to be named for 
personal reasons, told The Oban 
Times: ‘We understand that the 
council wants to develop new 
projects, but too much of our 
council’s cash is not being spent 
on people who live and work in 
the area.

‘We think everyone wants the 
same thing – that is, more well-
paid jobs in Oban.

‘It feels like the council has 
put town centre regeneration 
ahead of our jobs.

‘We have so much more to 
give to the area. We think the 
council should set up a training 
unit to redeploy staff into sup-
port services for consultancy.

‘We don’t think that the 
investment in Oban will materi-
alise in jobs that are equivalent 
to the jobs we are losing. 

‘The severest cuts to staffing 
are yet to come.’ 

Revealing the extent spent on 
consultants, the local author-
ity’s Freedom of Information 
officer said: ‘I would, firstly, 
comment that the council oper-
ates the standard public sector 
model for its capital projects 
and commissions specialist 

external services as and when 
required, ensuring best value 
for the public purse.’

The Oban Times asked wheth-
er the council had prepared 
economic impact surveys prior 
to the work in the town centre 
being undertaken.

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said it was too 
early to make an assessment 
of the economic benefit of the 
CHORD programme.  

‘At this stage, with the 
regeneration programme still 
progressing, it is too early to 
give a definitive figure.

‘You carry out an economic 
impact assessment a minimum 
of a year, but generally two 
to three years, after the pro-
gramme is finished, to allow 
sufficient time for the benefits 
to emerge.’

Councillor McCuish, Lorn 
and Islands area chairman, 
said: ‘There is already anecdo-
tal evidence of increased foot-
fall in the town and increased 
economic activity.

‘People in Oban are excited 
about the future for the first 
time in years.

‘Our various regeneration 
projects are aimed at improving 
Oban.

‘These are exciting times for 
the town with public realm 
developments onsite and the 
transit berthing facility and 
visitor centre in the pipeline.

‘The town will see a real boost 
from these projects through 
increased confidence in the 
town’s future, which is key in 
creating new job opportunities, 
new businesses and encourag-
ing new people to move into the 
area.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

A CALL by the West Coast’s 
leading economic development 
agency has concluded that the 
entrances and exits to Oban 
need to be improved and train 
journey times need cutting.

A report published on Tuesday, 
June 28, calls for investment in 
the A85 Oban to Tyndrum, the 
A816 Oban to Lochgilphead and 
improvements on the Glasgow 
to Oban train line. 

Highlands and Islands En-
terprise (HIE) commissioned 
ekosgen to carry out the Argyll 
and Bute Transport Connectiv-
ity and Economy Study last year. 

After consulting more than 40 
businesses and organisations, 
the report highlights transport 
and its effect on the economy in 
Argyll and Bute. It claims there 
is an urgent need for investment 
to increase the population and 
safeguard the area’s financial 
future.  

The report focused on times 
between the main population 
centres of Dunoon, Camp-
beltown, Lochgilphead, Oban 
and Rothesay, and from these 
onward to Glasgow. 

The report suggests invest-
ment can play a significant role 
in encouraging population and 
economic growth. It concluded 
that, in addition to Scottish 
Government plans regarding 
the A82, A83, rail and ferry 
services, the following transport 
corridors should be given con-
sideration: the A85, including 
access to Oban; the A816, to 
improve journey times on the 
Oban to Lochgilphead corridor; 
remove the constraints posed by 
the single-track sections of the 
Dunoon-Colintraive-Portavadie 
road (B836/A8003/B8000); and 
investment to reduce the West 
Coast railway journey times.

New call for 
improved 
transport
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Nick is unveiled as 
games chieftain

Deadline looms for 
Gaelic consultation

Iona is new head 
of woodlands plan

Clari� cation

ONE OF the UK’s most successful 
business � gures has been un-
veiled as the honorary chieftain 
of this year’s Cowal Highland 
Gathering . 

Nick Ferguson CBE, who has 
lived in Argyll for many years, said 
he was honoured to be asked to 
be the ceremonial head of this 
year’s gathering. Nick is chairman 
of Savills plc and former chairman 
of Sky plc and is chairman of the 
Argyll and Bute Economic Forum.

A PARTNERSHIP aiming to 
plant 500 hectares of new 
woodland on crofts has 
appointed a project o�  cer 
covering Argyll and Lochaber.

Iona Hyde is available to give 
free woodland management 
advice and help with funding 
applications across the area, 
including the Inner Hebrides. 

The Croft Woodlands Project 
is a partnership between Point 
and Sandwick Trust,  Forestry 
Commission Scotland,  the 
Scottish Crofting Federation 
and Woodland Trust Scotland. 

Iona can be contacted on 
03437705460 or at IonaHyde@
woodlandtrust.org.uk.

MEMBERS of the public have 
until July 29 to have their say on 
Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd’s 
(CMAL) updated Gaelic Language 
Plan.

CMAL’s Gaelic Language Plan 
has a three-year timetable of 
activity, including increasing 
the amount of Gaelic multi-
media content on the corporate 
website, a Gaelic version of the 
complaints procedure and the 
availability of Gaelic speakers at 
public meetings.

CMAL already has in place a 
number of actions from its � rst 
Gaelic Language Plan, published 
in 2010. This includes a bilingual 
corporate logo and signage at its 
ports, harbours and o�  ces, Gael-
ic translations in its annual report 
and Gaelic training for sta� .

Written comments should be 
emailed to Susan.Williams@
cmassets.co.uk.

IN A contributed obituary for 
Archie Gillies in last week’s 
Oban Times it was stated that 
he was born in 1971. He was, in 
fact, born in 1970. 

Referendum vote condemned
THE electorate in Argyll and Bute 
followed the national trend across 
Scotland last week in voting strongly 
to remain part of the European Union 
(EU).

Across the area, 60.5 per cent of 
those who cast their votes backed the 
Remain campaign, with 39.4 per cent 
opting to leave.

A total of 29,494 people across 
Argyll and Bute wanted to stay in the 
EU, with 19,202 supporting the cam-
paign to leave. The turnout was 73.13 
per cent. Overall, that represented 
44.3 per cent of the entire electorate 
voting remain while 28.8 per cent 
backed Brexit.

The UK-wide result, which saw a 
narrow victory for the Leave move-
ment, was condemned by Argyll and 
Bute MP Brendan O’Hara. He said: 
‘Despite Scotland and the people of 

Argyll and Bute voting emphatically 
to remain part of the European Union, 
we are facing the very real prospect of 
being dragged out of Europe against 
our will, due to the Brexit vote in the 
other parts of the United Kingdom.

‘Not only will that be extremely bad 
for Argyll and Bute and Scotland but 
it is, I believe, profoundly undemo-
cratic.

‘I have never said that the Europe 
Union was perfect but it is overwhelm-
ingly in our economic interest to be 
part of it. The Scotch whisky industry 
needs a European market, Scotland’s 
farmers need the support of the EU 
and, for an area experiencing depop-
ulation, we need the ability to attract 
people and families from other parts 
of the continent in order to help kick-
start our local economy.

‘But, above all, decades of close 
co-operation with our EU partners 
has kept the peace across a continent 
that has been at war with itself for 

centuries, and working collaboratively 
with our EU partners, the UK has 
been able to provide assistance to 
democratic governments in Afghani-
stan, Ukraine and across Africa.

‘Together as a European Union, we 

were working to alleviate the refugee 
crisis in the Middle East and North 
Africa. All of that good work is 
undermined by Brexit and I fear our 
collective European security will be 
compromised as a result.

‘Brexit has already been shown to 
be a slogan rather than a thought-
out plan, and as a consequence of 
last Thursday’s vote there is now a 
full-blown political crisis in the UK 
with both the Tories and Labour in 
absolute disarray – with sackings, 
resignations, plots and in-fighting on 
an unprecedented scale.

‘Thankfully, we in Scotland con-
tinue to have a stable and competent 
government working hard to get us 
out of this mess and I fully support 
Nicola Sturgeon’s attempts to have 
the democratically expressed wish 
of the Scottish people respected by 
both London and Brussels and have 
Scotland’s position within the EU 
protected.

‘I should also reiterate Nicola’s 
word of support to those EU citizens 
living in Scotland and acknowledge 
the contribution they make to our 
national life, to assure them that they 
are welcome here and that they are 
greatly valued. 

‘I am as determined as she is to say 
that Argyll and Bute remains open 
for business,  and people, regardless 
of their nationality, will be made 
welcome here.

‘As our first minister said, in the 
days, weeks and months ahead, we will 
consider all of the available options to 
avoid Scotland being dragged out the 
EU. As Nicola said, nothing is off the 
table and neither should it be.

‘The SNP government will work 
with anyone and everyone to ensure 
that Scotland’s decision is respected 
and I urge the UK government and 
governments across Europe have to 
take cognisance of what Scotland said 
on Thursday.’

MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Brendan O’Hara MP

What the public thought of the shock outcome for Britain to leave the European Union
Agata Lipniak, 27, Krakow (pic)
‘We’ve come from Poland today 
to work in Kintallen. A lot of 
people from Poland live in the 
UK, looking for a better life. It’s 
the easiest way.’

Zuzanna Koziarska, 27, Katowice (pic)
‘Maybe they will come to Poland 
and study instead. This is good 
for Scotland, maybe; they want to 
be independent. This is important 
for all of Europe. Is this the end 
of the EU? It’s a mess.’

Val Smith, 60, from Ardfern
‘I was completely shocked and 
saddened when Cameron said 
he was resigning. In my heart I 
wanted to leave, but in my head, 
for economic reasons, I chose to 
stay. I think immigration has a 
lot to do with it. But let’s move 
on now. Let’s not be doom and 
gloom.’

Gillian Aitken, 45, from Ardrishaig
‘I was quite pleased with the way 
I voted [to leave], because of the 
overcrowding and immigration 
system. I was really undecided 
until the last minute. The 
arguments were all lies, so I just 
felt I had to go with my heart.’

Andrew Masterman, 50, East Kilbride
‘I was a remain. It’s a leap in the 
dark. Europe could have been 
reformed by staying in. I was 
surprised at the result, but I feel 

Europe has to reform itself. The 
euro is in crisis, and the Shengen 
Agreement isn’t working. It needs 
to be sorted, otherwise there’ll 
be riots on the streets. I’m not 
panicking, just shocked.’

Dario Molinari, 33, from Croatia
‘I live in London, but I couldn’t 
vote. I would have voted to 
remain, but I was very sceptical 
because of all the money going 
to the EU. £190 million a week 
is a lot. I have trust in British 
politicians. They wouldn’t ask 
people to leave if they didn’t have 
some sort of plan.’

Anonymous from Oban
‘David Cameron would have won 
his point if he’d been stronger 
on immigration. It’s the far-out 
European countries coming in 
and claiming benefits, some of 
them forming criminal gangs. We 
felt the safety of the community 
wasn’t the same.’

Chris Williams, 70, from Salford (pic)
‘We voted by post to remain. 
Because Scotland voted to remain, 
and England didn’t, there will be 
a second referendum. It could be 
the break up of a great nation. The 
writing’s on the wall: nationalism 
is on the rise. A lot of people are 
angry about immigration. If you 
ask them why, they can’t answer: 
they just don’t like to see foreign 
faces and hear foreign voices.’Dario Molinari, Croatia.

Continental friends: Agata Lipniak, left, and Zuzanna Koziarska, who work here but come from Poland.

Val Smith, Ardfern. Chris Williams, Salford.

Mary-Jean Devon Argyll and Bute 
councillor and Children’s Champion

‘It seems to me that almost unani-
mously older people have made a de-
cision on a future that our children 
and young people, for  the most part, 
don’t agree with.

‘I have been approached by many 
16- and 17-year-olds who are asking 
why they got a vote in one referen-
dum and in this one they didn’t get 
to take part.

‘The young people I have spoken to 
are exceptionally well informed. 

‘I also have had a number of emails 
and phone calls from Euro pean 
families who don’t know what will 
happen now.

‘I want to ensure that those Euro-
pean families know that they will 
always be welcome in our communi-
ties, as are the many other interna-
tional families that come to live here.

‘I hope there is a way through this 
situation that thinks about the future 
and what our children want. 

‘Under European legislation, the 
rights of children are comprehen-
sively protected. I have no doubt that 
politicians will try their hardest to 
protect rights to a similar standard.

‘I want people to think, not only 
how leaving the European Union 
effects themselves, but also what 

part they want the UK to play in the 
rights of children and young people 
in the future.’ 

Martha Charrington, 15, Mull 

‘I’m all for having your own opinions 
so I’m voicing mine ... also our coun-
try is at stake, so listen up.

‘I think fellow young people will 
know how I feel when I say it’s sad 
that our futures have been decided 
by people it might not even affect. 

About 75 per cent of 18-24-year-
olds voted for remain but the gov-
ernment will ignore that. People who 

voted leave are regretting it because 
they didn’t think it would actually 
happen, and how ridiculous is that? 

‘It’s terrifying to think that the 
pound is already dropping and Nigel 
Farage admitted that the £350 mil-
lion he was going to give to the NHS 
was a lie, and that money might have 
been the reason some people voted 
to leave. 

‘Boris Johnson has said he doesn’t 
think there’s any rush to leave the 
EU but three days ago it was the 
most important thing to him and top 
of his to do list.

‘There’s so many petitions going 

around about the referendum and 
the most popular I’ve seen has so 
many signatures the site crashed. It 
is calling for a second Brexit vote, 
now we’ve seen what our country 
could become. If this second vote 
does take place, I hope they will let 
16- and 17-year-olds vote – not just so 
we can vote and feel grown up, but so 
I and my friends can have our voices 
heard. 

‘Don’t tell us that this is it. Don’t 
tell us that the people have spoken 
and to just let it be. Don’t tell us 
we’re bad losers when you’ve just 
messed up our futures.’

Rhia Mills, nine, Oban 

‘It is like being at school: if  you are 
not here, you are absent (and no one 
remembers about you).

‘I think we should have voted 
remain because now that we are 
leaving the EU that will effect our 
future.

‘There are going to be many fewer 
jobs than there are at the moment. 
Say someone had a European office 
job: well, that will now be off the list. 
Any jobs connected with that will 
also be off the list. 

‘This will effect jobs and will effect 
young people’s futures when they are 
older.’

The view from Argyll and the Isles

Mary-Jean Devon. Rhia Mills.

Mull prepares for the gathering of Clan Maclean
MULL will again be the venue next 
year for the Clan Maclean interna-
tional gathering from June 20 to 25.   

The gatherings are held every five 
years and this will be the seventh 
consecutive one. The gatherings are 
based in Tobermory, with clan mem-
bers staying and exploring all parts of 
the island.

Next year we will mark the 125th 
anniversary of the founding of the 
Clan Maclean Association in 1892, 
and it will be themed around Event 

Scotland’s Year of History, Heritage 
and Archaeology. Event Scotland has 
given a generous grant to help the 
Clan Maclean bring a gathering to 
Mull once more.

The Event Scotland theme is 
particularly apt as there is vital and 
ongoing work taking place at Duart 
Castle, ancestral home of the Clan 
Maclean, to preserve the building. 

The past winter has shown the urgent 
need to undertake this most expensive 
project. Financial contributions from 

the clan around the world are at present 
being sought, and the gathering will be 
a chance to see what has been achieved 
so far and what is still be done.

 The previous gathering was in 2012 
when clansfolk travelled to Mull and 
were based for a week at Tobermory.  
They enjoyed, as usual, a warm wel-
come from the whole town. 

Everyone who attended appreci-
ated that shops and businesses were 
featuring the Clan Maclean. By the 
end of the week of activities around 

the island, more than 1,000 Macleans 
gathered at Duart Castle for the cen-
tenary of the first great clan gathering 
in 1912, when ‘Old Sir Fitzroy’, having 
bought the ruins of Duart Castle, wel-
comed his clan ‘home’ and gave them 
somewhere to return to and gather for 
years to come.

Anne Maclean of Dochgarroch, 
chairwoman of the organising com-
mittee, said: ‘I am sure that in 2017 the 
people of Tobermory and Mull will 
again give our clan a warm welcome.’

THE REGISTER OF ELECTORS
ANNUAL CANVASS

Electoral Registration Forms will be posted to 
every residential property in Argyll & Bute during 
the month of July, listing the registration details 

currently held by the Electoral Registration Offi cer.  
It is important that you respond to these forms, 
whether there are changes to be made or not.

Residents will be able to respond by using INTERNET, 
FREEPHONE and MOBILE PHONE TEXT MESSAGE to 

confi rm or update their electoral roll details.

Details of how to do this 
will be on the Registration Forms.

All services will be available 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, throughout the canvass period.

Alternatively the forms can be returned by POST 
in the pre-paid envelope provided.

Electoral Registration for Young People
Along with all adults in the household, you should 

also add to the form those who will be aged 15 
years or older by 30 November 2016.

This is so they are on the register when they 
become old enough to vote.

It’s important to provide the information requested; 
if you don’t you could be fi ned £1,000

David C Thomson
Electoral Registration Offi cer
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Two men are held 
after drug is found
TWO men aged 44 and 50 from 
Soroba and Dunbeg have been 
detained by police in Oban on 
suspicion of carrying 1kg of 
amphetamine, a class-B drug. 
Commonly known as ‘speed’, 
the drug, if con� rmed as such by 
specialists, was being carried in a 
quantity the police described as 
‘with intent to supply’.

Sergeant John Stobo of Oban 
Police Station said: ‘This detec-
tion was thanks to o�  cers who 
acted after people in Oban came 
forward with vital information.’

A report has been made to the 
procurator � scal. 

Security warning
POLICE are calling for witnesses 
after a shed in Inveraray ws bro-
ken into between June 20 and 23.

A silver and blue Norco Nitro 
mountain bike worth more than 
£125 was stolen from the proper-
ty in Arkland.

Sergeant John Stobo said: ‘It 
may invalidate your household 
insurance if you do not lock your 
property. This includes sheds and 
other outhouses as well as motor 
vehicles.’

Cause for concern
POLICE are appealing for infor-
mation after a number plate 
was stolen from a car parked 
outside Willow View in Oban. 
The ‘63-plate was removed from 
a Fiat 500 on June 22 between 
1pm and 3pm. 
� Anyone with any information 
about any of these incidents is 
asked to call police on 101.

POLICE 
FILES 
with Sergeant 
John Stobo

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

SCOTLAND’S college support 
staff are planning to take indus-
trial action.

The union said the decision was 
taken ‘after  bosses failed to deliv-
er a fair deal for support staff’.

Support staff, who deliver 
a range of services including 
finance, admissions, bursaries, 
libraries and IT, have been 
offered settlements of £230 in 
comparison with £450 being 
given to teaching staff.

National negotiations broke 
down on June 16 and Unison 
Scotland, the union for college 
support staff, is now to ballot 
members for strike action.

Chris Greenshields, chairman 
of Unison Scotland in further 
education, said: ‘Our demand is 
simple and fair. As a minimum, 
our members should receive 
parity with our teaching col-
leagues in the EIS. There should 
be equality of treatment for 
workers in the same sector, with-
in the same national bargaining 
machinery and with the same 
local employers.’ 

A spokesperson from the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands added: ‘Members 
have yet to be balloted, so it is 
too early to know the outcome. 
Where action is proposed, the 
university and our partners will 
work together to determine how 
it may affect us to ensure any 
disruption is minimised.’

Colleges’ 
support staff 
set to strike

Traffi c lights are blamed for rush-hour congestion

Motorists are urged to take extra care when passing horses on roadsLuing is now 
mobile hotspot
THE Isle of Luing is now a mo-
bile hotspot following the launch 
of Vodaphone’s Rural Open Sure 
Signal. The Isle of Luing Commu-
nity Trust has been working with 
Vodaphone for 18 months and the 
programme is part of a £2 billion 
initiative by the firm to provide 
mobile access to up to 100 rural 
communities.

CONGESTED traffic on Soroba Road 
could be made worse by a second set of 
traffic lights, Oban Community Council 
heard on Monday.

In most rush hours, Oban’s main access 
road is gridlocked with traffic going to or 
from work and school. Community coun-
cillor Kate Winton said: ‘I was quicker in 
my wheelchair than a fire engine.’

Argyll and Bute Councillor Roddy 
McCuish blamed the traffic lights outside 
Oban high school. ‘The traffic moved most 
freely when the lights weren’t working,’ 
he said. ‘My personal opinion is to put a 
roundabout there, but you’re talking £10 
million  to £12 million, which the council 
doesn’t have.’

Oban North and Lorn Councillor Kieron 

Green told the meeting: ‘There’s another 
set of traffic lights going in at McCall 
Terrace, at the entrance to the new high 
school.’

Marri Malloy, Oban Community Coun-
cil’s re-elected chairperson, commented: 
‘That’ll back everything up.’ Councillor 
Neil MacIntyre urged more drivers to 
share cars when commuting into town.

OBAN police officers have 
asked motorists to remember to 
drive ‘slow or dead slow’ when 
they pass horses on the road.

Officers highlighted, in par-
ticular, the single-track road 
that leads from Benderloch to 
South Shian.

Inspector Julie McLeish at 
Oban police office said: ‘More 

than 60 per cent of incidents 
involving horses on the roads 
occur between 10am and 3pm, 
with June being the most com-
mon month.

‘The unclassified single-track 
road from Benderloch to South 
Shian sees a lot of horse traffic. 

‘There are also long-es-
tablished  stables and a 

disabled riding facility. This 
is also a well-used area by 
tourists due to the hotel, 
caravan sites and many self-
catering and bed-and-breakfast 
properties.

‘And a recent survey has 
revealed that more than 400 
cars alone, not counting com-
mercial vehicles and caravans, 

passed by in one day. As the 
season gets busier, this is 
leading to frustration between 
vehicle users and horse riders 
and the obvious dangers where 
the police have become in-
volved.

‘If you see a horse being 
ridden or led-on, plan your 
driving carefully.

‘Slow down on the approach 
and pass it slowly and smoothly 
without revving your engine or 
making any undue noise.  

‘If there is not room to pass 
safely, fall back to create dis-
tance and wait until there is.

‘You will usually find most 
riders will be very courteous if 
you do.’

Women rev up for 
rally to Mongolia
TWO ‘gallivanting quines’ 
from Oban and Skye are about 
to set off on the 10,000-mile 
Mongol Rally, billed as ‘the 
greatest motoring adventure 
on the planet’.

The daunting race will take the 
two pensioners across the moun-
tains, desert and the steppes of 
Europe and Asia. 

Kay Simpson, 70, from Oban 
and Anne MacAskill, 67, from 
Skye believe they are the oldest 
participants in the 300-vehicle 
race. 

Kay told The Oban Times: 
‘We’ll be the oldest for sure – 
but not the slowest.’

On July 16 the duo, nick-
named the gallivanting quines, 
will set off on their five-week 
route from Goodwood Motor 
Circuit through France, Ger-
many, Hungary, Slovakia, Bul-
garia, Turkey, Iran, Turkmeni-
stan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan 
and Mongolia to Ulan-Ude in 
Siberia, Russia. Dring the trip,  
on July 29 – probably in Turk-
menistan – Anne will celebrate 
her 68th birthday.

They will be driving Kay’s 
22-year-old, two-seater, 
1,200cc Renault Express van, 
nicknamed the Green Machine. 

‘I bought the van in Holland,’ 
the retired vet recalled. ‘It had 
only done 100,000km and the 
engine was perfection. I love 
that vehicle.’ 

For the trip, the van will be 
decorated with a giant horned 
yak’s skull called Genghis that 
Kay picked up in Mongolia on 
a rally with her late husband, 

Duncan Strachan: ‘I brought 
it back on the plane in my lug-
gage, and I wasn’t found out,’ 
Kay revealed. 

Kay and Duncan set up Oban 
Rare Breeds Park in 1984, 
which they ran for 16 years, but 
in the off-season the couple 
loved exploring the world, driv-
ing from Oban to Cape Town, 
and, in an old ambulance, from 
Bolivia to South America’s 
southernmost tip and back. 

They planned to do the Mon-
gol Rally to celebrate their 
70th birthdays, but four years 
ago Duncan was tragically 
killed in an accident on their 
almond farm in Spain. ‘After 
Duncan died, I said I wouldn’t 
mind doing this to celebrate 
my birthday,’ Kay explained. ‘I 
want to do the things we were 
going to do together.’

Anne, the mother of Skye stunt 
cyclist Danny MacAskill, was 
asked to take Duncan’s place. 
‘I couldn’t refuse,’ she said. ‘My 
husband [Peter] thinks I am 
mad, but what are friends for? 

Anne, who lives and works in 

Dunvegan and also helps run 
Skye’s Colbost Folk Museum 
and Giant MacAskill Museum, 
added: ‘I’m certainly not fright-
ened to go off to new places. 
Everyone thinks I should be 
frightened about my Daniel on 
his bike, but I leave the worry-
ing to my husband. He’s very 
worried about timing belts, and 
what we’ll use as a toilet.’

When younger, the old 
friends, who grew up on 
neighbouring farms in Fife 
and shared a flat as students 
in Edinburgh, equipped them-
selves with a bag of tatties for 
road trips through Europe and 
Africa. ‘We were still speaking 
at the end of it,’ said Anne.

They will sleep under an awn-
ing, filling the van with engine 
spares, clothes, a stash of wine 
and a Lilo for luxury. And, of 
course, food – but ‘not noodles, 
I can’t stand them’, said Anne. 
‘It’s like a camping trip, for 
about 10,000 miles.’ 

In Iran they have to pick up a 
guide ‘for security, so we don’t 
wander off and see something 

we shouldn’t’, Kay explained. 
‘But where is he going to sit?

‘Nothing bothers Anne,’ she 
added. ‘She’s very game; she’ll 
do anything. I’m not frightened 
at all. Be prepared to bribe, 
and Mongolians and Russians 
like vodka – that’s how [Dun-
can and I] got through.’ 

Kay plans to build a tradition-
al Mongolian ‘ovoo’ memorial 
for Duncan, where a bottle of 
vodka is placed under a pile 
of stones. ‘It’ll be an empty 
bottle,’ she said. 

‘Mongolia was impossible – 
unless you like horsemeat. I’ll 
eat anything. I don’t know if 
Anne will. Anne’s a good cook. 
She’ll look after me, and I’ll 
look after the vehicle, because 
I’m not a bad mechanic. I’ll put 
the awning up while she makes 
my tea,’ Kay added. 

Anne contributed: ‘My 
weight helps: I can always 
stand on the spanner when 
we’re trying to change a tyre. I 
picked up Dutch and German, 
and I’ve been trying to learn 
Russian, but we’ll need to wave 
our arms a lot there. You can’t 
teach an old dog new tricks.’

Anne is fundraising for two 
charities – Cancer Research 
UK and Wings for Life spinal 
research foundation – while 
Kay is raising money for An-
imals Asia. Recently they’ve 
raised £690 from stalls in Oban 
at Christmas and the recent 
Charities Day, and £1,786 from 
a bingo and chilli night in Dun-
vegan last Saturday. You can 
also donate and follow their 
progress via their Facebook 
page The Gallivanting Quines 
– Mongol Rally 2016.

Anne MacAskill, left, and Kay Simpson will raise cash for charity.

A LAST-MINUTE invitation to listen 
to one of the world’s most influential 
Gaelic singers was Brave-ly taken up by 
Iona Primary School.

Monday morning saw children invited 
to Iona Abbey to hear Julie Fowlis’s 
Gaelic songbook. Julie won a Tradi-
tional Music Award for her work on 
Disney film Brave in 2012.

Julie invited the children to join al-
most 200 tourists to listen to her work. 
She was on Iona as part of a National 
Geographic cruise around Europe. 

Head teacher Stephen Glen-Lee said: 
‘Julie gave a magical performance. All 
the children had a great time with one 
of the most famous Gaelic singers on 
the planet. 

‘After Julie’s performance, the pupils 
chatted with her in Gaelic. I was very 
proud of them all. 

‘Our Gaelic tutor, Janet Campbell, 
from Tobermory, just happened to be 
in school on Monday morning. Mrs 
Campbell could see for herself what 
a great job she has done teaching the 
children Gaelic.

‘The children have been rehearsing 
for their own debut this week. They 
will be headlining at the Iona Music 
Festival on Saturday. They’re on the 
same billing as poet Liz Lochhead and 
then super group Idlewild.

‘Liz and Idlewild must be delighted 
that they are getting to share the stage 
with Iona Primary School pupils.’

Julie enchants audience with performance at Iona Abbey

Julie Fowlis, left, joins pupils and teachers from 
Iona Primary School after giving a ‘magical’ 

performance in Iona Abbey on Monday. On the 
right is the school’s Gaelic tutor Janet Campbell. 
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Warning over 
unsafe goods

Argyll youngsters 
are doing well
NEW research shows 92.7 per 
cent of young people leaving 
school in Argyll and Bute are 
going on to work, training or 
study, new � gures show. 

The � gures reveal 54.2 per 
cent of school-leavers in Argyll 
and Bute in 2014/15 went on to 
higher or further education, 
while 34.6 per cent found work. 
The combined number going 
on to positive destinations in 
Argyll and Bute is at a record 
high – and an increase from the 
87 per cent in 2009/10.

UNSAFE goods have been de-
stroyed by Western Isles Council’s 
Trading Standards as part of 
a crackdown on door-to-door 
sellers.

  Earlier this year generators 
and chainsaws being o� ered for 
sale by doorstep sellers in the 
islands were seized by police and 
Trading Standards in Uist and 
Barra.

The goods did not comply with 
safety regulations and, after 
being drained of oil products, 
the machinery has now been 
crushed. Unsafe hover boards 
purchased as Christmas presents 
from an online auction site were 
also destroyed.

To report doorstep sellers, 
contact Trading Standards on 
01851822694 or police on 101.

Councillor Norman Macleod 
and CI Gordon Macleod with 

crushed generators.

A MEMBER of Kerrera’s sailing 
community has vented his frustration 
over the lack of ferries and facilities 
provided by Oban Marina.

The last ferry to the island leaves 
Oban at 5pm and the Waypoint Bar 
and Grill, which was run by the mari-
na, is no longer in operation. 

These problems are proving to be an 
inconvenience for yacht owners who 
have to sail to and from Oban in order 
to eat out.

Oban Marina & Yacht Services Ltd 
was listed for sale in February and is 
currently on the market for £975,000.

Paul Wooddisse, who spends 13 
weeks each year in the area, said: 
‘There are ferries, but they only seem 
to be running every two hours, so it’s 
not good at all.

‘Tomorrow, for example, I have 
people arriving after 5pm, so I have to 
take my boat over and pick them up.

‘I have been at the marina since 
2001, when it was atrocious. In 2004, 
new owners took over and brought it 
up to a good standard but it was taken 
over again.

‘When they [Oban Marina & Yacht 
Services Ltd] took over, I was looking 
forward to it, but they stagnated and it 
has gone downhill.’

Mr Wooddisse, who is from the 
Midlands, added: ‘They closed the 
Waypoint Grill, which was open to 
people who stayed at the marina and 
had a lot of customers from Oban. It 
was always vibrant, but it closed, so 
we’re really restricted and have to go 
to Oban for meals.

‘The staff who are there [at 
the marina] are absolutely 
fantastic and look after us 

all, but it’s the lack of ferries that is 
the problem.

‘It [the marina] needs new owners 
with a great interest in marinas. It 
also needs some money, not a large 
amount, about £200,000, to spend 
on improving the infrastructure and 
putting on a new ferry service.’

Peter Weir, managing director of 
Oban Marina & Yacht Services Ltd, 
responded: ‘The yacht owners can 
request a ferry at any time, whereas 
before the ferries used to run on an 
hourly basis.

‘But this was when the Waypoint 
Grill was open and there’s no point in 
running a ferry at 10pm if no-one will 
use it. 

‘One of the problems we have had is 
looking for trained ferry drivers. We 
have two ferry drivers running from 
dawn to dusk, seven days a week, 
which is the best we can do. We would 

take one [a trained driver] on tomor-
row if we could get one.

‘We are struggling – we will admit 
that. We apologise to customers, but 
at the moment that’s all we can run.’

Councillor for Oban South and the 
Isles, Roddy McCuish, said: ‘I am 
extremely hopeful that the marina 
will be bought as soon as possible. It 
will be complementary to all the work 
Oban is doing to the north pier.’

Argyll and Bute Council is planning 
to upgrade the north pier to incorpo-
rate a visitor centre.

Mr McCuish added: ‘The more 
facilities we have for marine tourism 
in Oban, the more the area will 
benefit.

‘I’m led to believe that there are sev-
eral parties interested in the marina. 
We, as an area committee, will help as 
much as possible to facilitate a quick 
sale if we can.’ 

Lack of ferries leaves 
Kerrera high and dry

THE group campaigning to free Con-
nel man Billy Irving from an Indian jail 
are appealing to supporters to release 
balloons on July 7, to mark the 1000th 
day since he was arrested and held in 
India beside five other former British 
soldiers.

Billy’s family and friends announced 
on their campaign Facebook page 
Bring Billy Back: ‘To mark this we 
want as many people from around the 
world to set Free a Balloon to represent 
setting Billy and the men free. All I ask 
is you take a picture or video of you, 
your friends, colleagues, family doing 

this and upload to social media with the 
hashtag #freeourveterans.’

Three years ago, on July 7, 2013, Billy’s 
boat protecting merchant seamen, 
the MV Seaman Guard Ohio, strayed 
into Indian territorial waters carrying 
weapons without permission. 

On January 11, 2016, a court in Tamil 
Nadu, found the six men guilty of border 
and weapons violations, and sentenced 
them to five years. hard labour.

To raise cash for Billy’s legal fees, and 
help bring him home, his former team-
mates at Taynuilt Shinty Club hosted 
charity match between a Taynuilt and 

Kilmory select team, and an All Stars 
team from eight clubs, last Sunday at 
Taynuilt’s sports field. 

Organiser David Thomson, of Tay-
nuilt Shinty Club, thanked all the play-
ers and spectators for helping to raise 
more than £1,500. The All Stars beat 
Taynuilt and Kilmory 4-2, and Billy’s 
brother Colin scored the first goal. 

‘I’ve got too many to thank,’ Mr 
Thomson said. ‘It was a really good 
match: you had the youth and exuber-
ance of Taynuilt against the experience 
of the All Stars.’

Billy’s fiancée Yvonne MacHugh, 

who presented 25 raffle donations to 
prize-winners, was extremely grateful to 
everyone. Yvonne said: ‘We can’t thank 
everyone who stood in the pouring rain 
to support Billy’s benefit match: to all the 
organisers, to Taynuilt shinty team, to the 
All Stars, to everyone who baked, made 
tea or coffee, helped set up, helped clear 
the place, who donated prizes, thank you. 

‘I cannot wait to send all the picture to 
Billy and tell him all about it when I see 
him in a few weeks. You have no idea 
how much today meant to us all. You’re 
all incredible. I hope one day the three 
of us are back in Argyll.’

Balloons about to go up for Billy after shinty match success

The Shinty 
All Stars who 
took part in 

the Billy Irving 
bene� t match 
with Yvonne 

MacHugh and 
the couple’s son 
William ahead 
of the old guns 
coming out on 
top by winning 
4-2 at Taynuilt.

Shinty Allstar Victor Smith with Bruce 
Johnstone of the Taynuilt select. 

The Shinty All Stars and Taynuilt/Kilmory Select pose with Yvonne MacHugh, Billy’s � ancée, and their son William, at the match to raise funds for Billy’s plight. 

Brothers 
used fake 
£50 notes
TWO brothers caught passing 
counterfeit banknotes to Oban 
shopkeepers have been fined 
£500 each at Oban Sheriff 
Court.

John and Charlie McDonagh, 
both 21, pleaded guilty to 
passing fake Bank of England 
£50 notes at two George Street 
shops, Fancy That and Anglers’ 
Corner, on February 2.

Hearing the men had failed to 
appear at an earlier date, and 
were on jobseekers’ allowance, 
Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC said: 
‘They don’t work, they don’t turn 
up to court and they are trying 
to diddle honest shopkeepers.’

Eoin McGinty, procurator 
fiscal, told the court Charlie 
McDonagh had bought a £5 
lighter at Fancy That with a fake 
£50 note, and received two £20 
notes in his change. 

At Anglers’ Corner, John 
McDonagh had purchased 
slingshot ammo costing £8 with 
a counterfeit £50 note, getting 
back four £10 notes in his change. 
The shopkeeper then noticed 
something was suspicious about 
the note and called the police. 

Officers traced the men via 
CCTV. After approaching them 
on George Street, they ran into 
MacPhee’s Solicitors. Police 
later found four fake £10 notes 
and 11 fake £50 dumped in the 
hallway of the building.

The court heard the men, who 
live in Palmers Green, London, 
had no connection with Oban. 
Sheriff Anderson imposed on 
each a £500 fine. 

‘This sounds to me like a fam-
ily business,’ she said, and urged 
them to pay the fines so they 
do not need to appear again. 
‘Frankly we will be quite happy 
if you don’t come back to Oban.’

A warrant was issued for a 
17-year-old man living at a dif-
ferent address.

Oban roadworks due to 
be concluded in weeks

SAMS at the forefront of 
Atlantic research project
A DUNSTAFFNAGE science facility 
is at the forefront of a major new re-
search project in the North Atlantic.

The Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) has a key role to 
play in the ATLAS (a transtlantic 
assessment) initiative by carrying out 
modelling work to help calculate cur-
rents, salinity and temperature across 
parts of the ocean.

SAMS staff will also be taking water 
samples to study nutrients and how 
they are varying, as little is known 
about the subject.

The ATLAS project is also taking 
advantage of SAMS moorings sited 
across the sub-polar North Atlantic  
and SAMS is contributing ocean-
ographic expertise and Seaglider 
autonomous underwater vehicles.

ATLAS, which began earlier this 
month and has nine million euros in 
funding, is the largest and most ambi-
tious assessment of deep-sea Atlantic 
ecosystems ever undertaken.

The launch of ATLAS marks the 
beginning of a series of expeditions 
involving at least 25 research cruises 
and hundreds of scientists from 10 
European countries, the USA and 
Canada, working collaboratively over 
the next four years.  

ATLAS project coordinator 
Professor J Murray Roberts, from 
Heriot-Watt University, said: ‘The 
North Atlantic was the birthplace of 
deep-sea biology and the cradle of 
oceanography. It’s the place we should 
know best, but it’s only over the past 
20 years that we’ve uncovered just 
how varied and vulnerable the Atlan-
tic’s deep-sea habitats really are.’

ATLAS will strive to improve 
understanding of the complexity of 
deep-sea ecosystems and to predict 
future shifts and vulnerabilities of 
these ecosystems and their associated 
species, including those that are new 
to science. To do this requires a mul-
ti-disciplinary team of scientists and 
an integrated approach to tackling 
the problem.

ATLAS also intends to perform 
outreach activities to raise awareness 
of the importance and vulnerability of 
the Atlantic ecosystem and the impact 
humans are having on the ocean 
environment. This will contribute 
to a major international effort for 
‘ocean literacy’ to make all European 
citizens aware of the importance of 
the oceans on everyday life across the 
planet and what actions they can take 
to help protect them.’

COMPLAINTS about the length 
of time taken for Oban town centre 
improvements to be completed are 
being measured against the good 
work already done.

Councillor Roddy McCuish defend-
ed a few weeks’ work on the project 
as a ‘once in a lifetime opportunity’ to 
get things done.

But bus passengers and vehicle driv-
ers are frustrated at the extra strain 
the works are placing on journey 
times. 

Comments on The Oban Times 
Facebook page show townsfolk were 
unaware of any delay to the project.

Community councillor George 
Berry said: ‘This was supposed to be 
finished for July. 

‘This was the official timeline. Let’s 
watch this space ... [perhaps] not this 
summer.’

Fiona Barnett said: ‘The work 
should have been finished by July 8.’

While Facebook user Angus Mac-
Fadgen claimed the works should 
have been finished by June 21.

Mr McCuish defended the delay in 
the completion of the works. 

He said: ‘We have taken the oppor-
tunity to add a few things into the 
scheme. This is a once in a lifetime 

opportunity; we have to make the 
most of it.’

He continued: ‘The town looks 
fantastic, the best it has in years. 
It’s giving Oban a new lease of life. 
People here are excited about their 
prospects. We hope to see new shops, 
offices and, more importantly, job 
opportunities in the future. 

‘The council is focused on improv-
ing our area, bringing in new people, 
new businesses, new jobs. Schemes 
like this have a huge part to play. 

‘We talked to local businesses, 
Bid4Oban, the disability forum and 
other key partners, and decided 
to add in a few extras on top of the 
original plans. It’s sensible to take 
advantage of this opportunity and get 
the additional work done, all within 
our original budget.’

A council spokesman confirmed: 
‘By Tuesday July 5 Queen’s Park Place 
will be completed [and] the road will 
be fully operational.’

The additional work is set to be 
completed by mid-July. It includes 
extra bus shelters, dropped kerbs to 
disabled parking bays, travel infor-
mation display boards in all five bus 
stops and a large travel information 
board for Station Square.
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Countdown to 
Oban raft race

Funding continues 
for veterans’ help

Water project on 
Iona completed

THERE are only seven weeks 
left for crews to enter this year’s 
Oban and Lorn Lions Club’s Great 
Oban Bay Raft Race.

The fun-� lled event will be held 
on Saturday August 13, starting 
from the beach at George Street.

The only rules are that crews 
must be at least two people, all 
rafts have to be hand-built and 
powered only by hand-held pad-
dles, and those taking part must 
sit on and not in their rafts.

Entry forms are available from 
Webster’s Photographic in 
George Street, Hannah’s News-
agent in Stevenson Street and 
Mathieson Furniture on Soroba 
Road. For more information, call 
07880 535550.

RESIDENTS and holidaymakers 
on Iona are bene� ting from 
improved security of the water 
supply following the comple-
tion of a £1.4 million project to 
install a new mains pipe.

Work by Scottish Water start-
ed in April to replace ageing 
pipework with a new 0.8-mile 
pipe under the Sound of Iona, 
linking with the network on 
Mull. The work has been com-
pleted on time.

ARGYLL and Bute Citizens Advice 
Bureau said it was delighted with 
the recent announcement that 
funding for its Armed Services 
Advice Project is to continue for 
a further three years.

The project, funded by Poppy-
scotland and Royal British 
Legion, began in October 2014 
and has helped armed services 
personnel, their families and 
veterans from all over Argyll and 
Bute.

Project adviser Sandra Stani-
land said she had seen a steady 
increase in referrals to assist 
clients with immediate advice on 
bene� ts, housing and debt, and 
making referrals to other organ-
isations for speci� c help.

New school 
takes a major 
step forward
THE development of Oban’s new £35 
million school took a groundbreaking step 
forward on Monday.

Councillor Roddy McCuish was the first 
to pierce the soil at the sod-cutting cere-
mony, which celebrated the first day of 
construction of the new Oban high school.

Argyll and Bute Council has appointed 
Hub North Scotland to build the school, 
which will accommodate 1,300 pupils.

Angus MacFarlane, chief executive of 
Hub North Scotland, is hopeful that it 
will be ready to open in March 2018. The 
current high school will remain open 
throughout the building process. 

The head teacher of Oban high school, 
Peter Bain, gave a speech at the ceremony 
alongside Angus MacFarlane and Mr 
McCuish.

Oban’s youngest high school pupil, 
Chloe Hamilton, head boy Stephen Povey, 
and Oban high school’s pipe band joined 
them. Oban high school pipers joined pupils Chloe Hamilton and Stephen Povey, head teacher Peter Bain and Councillor Roddy McCuish at the ceremony.

A DAY of good fun and 
sportsmanship ended in 
police being called when 
a young woman from Iona 
was cautioned for allegedly 
taking a car without the per-
mission and crashing it into 
another car causing damage.

It is the first crime of its 
type on the holy island that 
anyone The Oban Times 
spoke to can remember. 
Police Scotland confirmed 
it had no knowledge of any 
previous car crime on the 
island.

Police Scotland said a 
luxury pick-up car was taken 
from the top of the jetty, in 
the village centre, and was 
found close to where it had 
been parked, with the dam-
age visible on the car.

Police were called and wit-
ness statements were taken 
on the island.

A 23-year-old woman was 
cautioned and charged by 
police officers on Tuesday 
June 28. 

She has been reported 
to the procurator fiscal on 
three charges – taking the 
car without the consent of 
the owner, driving a motor 
vehicle without insurance 
and failing to report the 
incident to police.

The incident happened 
overnight between June 
18 and 19 on the day of 
the annual Iona football 
competition. 

Woman 
charged 
over rare 
car crime

MP supports 
MND campaign
ARGYLL and Bute MP 
Brendan O’Hara is appeal-
ing to his constituents to 
help Cure MND (Motor 
Neurone Disease). Funding 
MND research is a key 
priority for MND Scotland 
which needs more dona-
tions. Text CUREMND to 
70660 to donate £5.

SEVEN newlywed couples 
had CalMac employee Demi 
Wylie to thank for saving their 
big days – and she’s now been 
recognised for her efforts at the 
Scottish Transport Awards.

Demi, 23, won the Frontline 
Employee of the Year title for 
her tireless work rescuing seven 
island weddings that were in 
danger of serious disruption due 
to industrial action last summer. 

Demi and her team took it 
upon themselves to become 
the single liaison point for all 
those involved and worked with 
the couples to make sure their 
special days weren’t derailed.

Demi’s creative efforts in 
finding alternative travel plans 
resulted in more than 600 
guests successfully reaching 
their destinations and ensured 

each happy couple’s day went 
ahead without a hitch. She spent 
hours talking to the brides 
and grooms, reassuring them, 
working with them and under-

standing their issues. On the 
top of sorting out their logistical 
problems, she and her team 
even found time to source extra 
special gifts for each couple 
with handmade products from 
the island they had chosen for 
their wedding.

Demi said: ‘It was real sur-
prise to get nominated and an 
even bigger one to have won. It 
really was a team effort and I’m 
just glad that we were all able to 
help out. A wedding should be a 
day to remember for all the right 
reasons. The last thing couples 
need among all the other things 
to think about is having half the 
guests stranded and unable to 
attend.’

The weddings were spread 
over CalMac’s network of 24 
islands and remote destinations. 

Demi hard at work for CalMac.

Demi honoured for saving weddings

Options outlined to fi x waste plant
SCOTTISH WATER has 
unveiled alternative options to 
its controversial plan to fix the 
failing Clachan Seil Waste Wa-
ter Works at a public meeting in 
Seil Island Community Hall.

Scottish Water’s £11 million 
membrane plant, unable to sep-
arate run-off from heavy rain, 
has been causing untreated 
human waste to overflow into 
Balvicar Bay. 

Its £1.8 million solution was 
to pump sewage from Clachan 
over a hill into a septic tank at 
Seaview Terrace near Ellena-
beich, and then out into a ma-
rine conservation area, which 
some islanders deemed ‘cheap’, 
‘nasty’ and ‘inept’.

At the meeting, Scottish Wa-
ter acknowledged the leaking 
plant between Balvicar and 
Clachan had led to a breakdown 

in trust with the community, but 
it hoped to rebuild it by being 
transparent about the evidence 
when deciding between the 
options.

‘We’re keen to make the right 
decision, rather than make a 
decision in haste,’ said Alan 
Thomson, Scottish Water’s 
head of corporate relations. But 
he added that it would be very 
difficult to please everyone with 
the preferred option.

Billboards at Monday’s session 
last week promised ‘to provide 
transparent information on 
potential options’, and to listen 
to the community and record 
feedback about the three op-
tions on display, which could be 
altered or added to.  

The first two options gave 
Seaview Terrace a standalone 
septic tank, and proposed 

replacing Clachan’s small plant 
with either a larger 135m x 50m 
plant, including above-ground 
SAF and final settlement tanks, 
or a greener but even larger 
200m x 40m reed-bed plant. 
Both these options would also 
require septic tanks, and finally 
UV treatment, before the waste 
is discharged into the sea.

The third option remained 
as before. All the options, SW 
stated, are subject to planning 
consent, land availability, envi-
ronmental consents, technical 
considerations and cost.

A stakeholder group chaired 
by Michael Russell MSP, com-
posed of Scottish Water, SEPA, 
independent consultant Ian 
Clifforde and local councillors 
and community council repre-
sentatives, is due to meet next in 
mid-August.

Hunt is on to � nd wise guys for new BBC TV series
THE BBC is making a new TV 
series that looks at bringing tra-
ditional wisdom into the lives of 
ordinary people.

Producers are casting for local 
characters with signifi cant life 
experience who could provide 
advice and insight to others.

They are looking for groups 
and individuals who could help 

someone going through a pivotal 
time in their lives – whether 
it’s becoming a parent, getting 
married or changing careers or 
something else.

The series is inspired by the 
idea that in our hectic lives many 
individuals fi nd themselves out 
of touch with wisdom that has 
helped others for centuries. 

People are more likely to turn to 
Google with problems than ask 
a grandparent, religious leader 
or community member.

The casting team are looking 
for great characters who can be 
positive role models with their 
own opinions and insight.

To take part, email wise-
words@bbc.co.uk.

Grass-cutting at cemeteries 
is earmarked for the chop

CEMETERIES on Islay are 
getting cut … from the council’s 
grass-cutting schedule.

As a way to save money, Argyll 
and Bute Council is reducing 
the number of times it cuts the 
grass to once a year.

The council budget states that 
grass-cutting will be carried 
out once, either in October or 
November, with some areas 
returned to meadow or natural 
growth, and hedges will be 
maintained in winter only with 
one cut per year.

Alastair Redman, who runs 
the post office on Islay, said: 
‘I was very unhappy to hear 

that our council may stop cut-
ting grass at the cemeteries 
on Islay. 

‘While I understand savings 
must be made somewhere 
and that the pool of money 
the council has gets smaller 
every year due to the council 
tax freeze, front-line services 
should be the last to be hit 
and the council should look 
at reducing the pay-packets of 
some of its well-paid managers 
– such as Argyll and Bute’s chief 
executive who receives £118,251 
per year. 

‘Many local residents have 
been voicing their anger about 
the maintenance cuts to our 
cemeteries to me and I would 
implore our elected officials 

to reconsider this move.’
A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘This is a 
time of unprecedented chal-
lenge for local government. 

‘Drastically reduced funding 
means we have to save more 
than £10 million in 2016/17 
alone. This means we can’t do 
everything we would like to do 
for our communities.

‘We have reduced grass-cutting 
at old cemeteries on Islay, which 
are full. 

‘By reducing grass-cutting, we 
can keep our environmental 
warden service, keep public con-
veniences open, keep hanging 
baskets and annual bedding dis-
plays – things our communities 
told us were important to them.’

Councillor for Oban South 
and the Isles, Roddy McCuish, 
echoed the council’s sentiment 
and added: ‘It’s regrettable 
that we are at this position, 
and hopefully in the future this 
will change, but, unfortunately, 
reduced funding means reduced 
services.

‘I will be asking for the 
schedules to come back to the 
area committee to see if we can 
prioritise or change the way we 
do this but still make the same 
savings.’

A spokesman for Taxpayer 
Scotland, an advocacy group 
for Scottish taxpayers, said: 
‘Argyll and Bute appears from 
its policy to be minimising what 
it spends on looking after these 

cemeteries. No doubt other 
needs take precedence and it 
is more than likely right about 
that. 

‘What is now needed is some 
imagination on how to resolve 
the issue if local people are 
concerned. 

‘There are numerous com-
munity-based voluntary ap-
proaches to this that would cost 
taxpayers nothing. These should 
be explored by the community 
and its council. 

‘Scots must stop always as-
suming that the public sector 
will pay for everything. It can’t. 
As the saying goes, “there is 
no more money” to be taken 
from taxpayers without making 
everyone poorer.’

Alastair Redman suggests cuts 
to executives’ salaries.
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Glencoe and Duror
GLENCOE and Duror primary schools have achieved 
their fourth Green Flag Award to maintain their eco 
school status.

Eco school assessors praised the amount of work that 
went into achieving and retaining Green Flag status in 
both schools.  

The wide range of projects included the Scotland 
Lights Up Malawi initiative, the Owl Energy Monitor 
Project, Fairtrade, Big School Birdwatch and the vege-
table taster day, prepared by school staff using produce 
from the school vegetable garden and served to families 
and community members.

Last term Glencoe Primary School secured £1,500 
from the local Co-op Fund to help buy a polytunnel for 
the school.  

The polytunnel was put up by parents and now has a 
variety of vegetables growing inside ready for the Glen-
coe and District Flower Show and the vegetable taster 
in August.

Marylin Macdonald, cluster head teacher, said: ‘I wish 
to express my thanks to all the local communities and 
organisations who gave their time and skills in allowing the 
children to grow in confidence and expertise and become 
responsible citizens.’

PLOCKTON High School students will be joining forc-
es with Scotland’s local heroes to mark the opening of 
the fifth session of the Scottish Parliament.

All 129 MSPs have nominated one of their constitu-
ents, in recognition of the work they do to help others in 
the community, as a local hero and these chosen heroes 
have been invited to join in the day’s events.

This Saturday, July 2, six of the school’s music pupils 
will take part in the historic Riding procession down the 
Edinburgh Royal Mile, alongside around 2,000 others 
who will be taking part in the day’s events.

Dougie Pincock, director of Sgoil Chiùil Na Gàidheal-
tachd (Plockton High School) said: ‘It’s a real honour to 
be recognised by the Scottish Parliament for the work we 
do on such an historic day.

‘We are tremendously excited to join so many perform-
ers and community groups from the length and breadth 
of Scotland, all working to make a positive difference, 
and it’ll be a great opportunity for the students involved.’

Her Majesty The Queen will be addressing MSPs in 
the chamber, after which the gardens of the parliament 
will be open to everyone to explore and participate in 
a full programme of events, including a mini-Highland 
games, music and dance, science and nature and art 
activities.

A visit to Rum
OF THE inhabited islands of the Inner Hebrides, 
Rum is my favourite – not that I would want to live 
there full-time. 

The problem about small islands is getting off and on 
them at will and having to depend on expensive and 
unreliable ferries, or taking ill and being a nuisance to 
the emergency services. 

Then there are the social problems. Many folk, 
usually from the inner cities, dream of the communal 
way of life but the reality, especially during the winter 
months, when the broadband connection fails and 
‘cabin-fever’ kicks in, is something else. A good exam-
ple is the ‘the back-stabbers’ ball’, a term once used 
by locals to describe the remote Knoydart Peninsula’s 
annual estate dance.

I revisited Rum not long ago and was delighted to 
find no diminution in the seabird colonies along the 
precipitous west coast or, after a long uphill slog, the 
rare Norwegian (or Arctic) sandwort on the south-west 
slopes of Ruinsival.  

A RUBBER duck racing and community 
stalls helped raise £1,750 for Crianlarich 
Primary School and nursery.

The event, on Saturday June 4, was 
organised by The Parent Partnership.

Theresa Elliot, a parent partnership 
member, said: ‘The duck race was event-
ful as the river water was low with little 
current, but we managed to get the ducks 
flowing upstream with the wind.

‘The Parent Partnership would like to 
thank everyone involved: teachers, staff, 
sponsors, businesses, Matt and Eddie 
for launching and supervising ducks, 
everyone who supported us and most of 
all our husbands who were volunteered 

for all the heavy stuff and they didn’t 
even know it.’

All the raffle prizes were donated by 
local businesses and the event was spon-
sored by: Rural Stirling Housing Associ-
ation, The Green Welly, Rod and Reel, 
Strathfillan Community Development 
Trust, Tyndrum Inn, Londis Crianlarich 
Store, Glengarry House, West Highland 
Lodge and Real Food Café.

Some of the money went towards fund-
ing a school trip last week, which allowed 
the children to see Horrible Histories 
– Groovy Greeks at the Theatre Royal 
in Glasgow, which ties in with this term’s 
school topic Ancient Greeks.

SIX PORTEE High School pupils joined 
dozens of other Gaelic-speaking students 
from across Scotland to work towards 
their John Muir Award courses and to 
celebrate the link between the language, 
the land and the natural world.

Holly Tait, Gemma Taylor, Charlie 
Anderson, Emma McPherson, Seumas 
Tinney and Ewan Jeffrey focused on Scor-
rybreac Wood where they set up a trail 
camera to film wildlife, including an otter.

The event, held in Tomintoul, was organ-
ised by Comunn na Gàidhlig, which for 
the past five years has worked in partner-
ship with the John Muir Trust to deliver 
hundreds of Duais Iain Muir courses to 

Gaelic medium pupils (from S1 upwards).
At a ceremony in Richmond Memorial 

Hall, conducted in Gaelic, the students 
delivered presentations demonstrating the 
hard work they have put towards achieving 
this prestigious environmental award.

Advanced Gaelic-learner Christie 
Moore from the John Muir Trust then 
presented certificates to the students. 
She said: ‘We’re really pleased that, five 
years on, the appetite for Gaelic students 
to use the John Muir Award to help their 
learning continues to go  from strength to 
strength. The John Muir Trust is extreme-
ly proud of our partnership with Comunn 
na Gàidhlig.’

THE NUMBER of school leavers in the Western Isles 
going on to positive destinations of work, training or 
study is higher than any other local authority area in 
Scotland.

Alasdair Allan, SNP MSP for Na h’Eileanan an Iar, 
has welcomed new figures showing that 97 per cent of 
students in the Western Isles moved on to employment 
or further training or education in 2014/15.

This is an improvement on the figure for 2010/2011 
which was still high at 92 per cent.

Mr Allan commented: ‘It’s fantastic news that 97 per 
cent of young people in the islands are going on to a 
positive destination after leaving school – with most 
continuing in education or training.

‘With record numbers of young people across Scotland 
in positive destinations, the Western Isles have set the 
marker for the rest of the country by having the highest 
proportion of our young people leaving school for posi-
tive destinations.’

Oban and District Classic Vehicle Club held its annual Father’s Day show at Corachie 
Clematis Garden Centre, Bridge of Awe, on Sunday June 19. The 44 cars on show 

attracted visitors throughout the day. The winning car was a Lagonda owned by Peter 
Weir from Ledaig, which won the Iain Campbell Memorial Trophy, closely followed in 

second place by George O’Hare from Lochgilphead with his Mini .

YOUNGSTERS from North Con-
nel have been shown how to stay safe 
around water.

As part of the Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service’s commitment to 
water safety, crew manager Mikey 
Clifford, from Oban community fire 
station, delivered the safety session 
and equipment display to North 
Connel Beavers on Monday June 20.

As part of their safety badge, and 
to tie in with National Drowning 
Prevention Week, 20 six and seven-

Plockton

Western Isles

Bloodstone Hill, Rum, where deer and wild goats 
were once plentiful.

The old burial ground 
at Kilmory was in good 
order following repairs 
to its perimeter wall a 
few years ago, approved 
by Historic Scotland, 
financed by Scottish 
Natural Hertitage (SNH) 
and completed by ace 
dyke-builder Donald 
Kennedy from Doirna-
mairt, Morvern.   

I was puzzled, though, 
to find the wreck of the 
151ft French trawler, Jack 

The rare Norwegian 
(Arctic) sandwort on 

Rum.

Abry II, which went ashore on January 31, 2011, still 
lying aground on the coastline between Guirdil Bay 
and Kilmory with her superstructure more or less 
intact. Her crew of 14 had to be lifted off by helicopter 
and the skipper was subsequently fined £3,000 for 
failing to keep a proper lookout. For a number of 
years afterwards oil leaked from her hulk and could 
be seen floating on the surface all the way up to Loch 
Scresort. A strange sight in a National Scenic Area, a 
Special Protection Area for Birds and a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest. Her scrap value, even now, would 
surely put a slate or two on the roof of the crumbling 
Kinloch Castle which, under the terms of the 1957 sale 
agreement, SNH has to maintain as it had been in its 
Edwardian heyday. 

Shortly before she died in 1967, aged 98, Lady 
Bullough offered the entire island, including the mag-
nificent castle and all its contents, to the father of a 
friend of mine for £18,000. He pleaded with his father 
to buy it but was told that although the stalking would 
be second to none, the cost of maintaining the castle 
would beggar them. The trustees did slightly better 
with Nature Conservancy which gave them £23,000.

In 2006, Great Glen House in Inverness was opened 
as the new £15 million corporate building for SNH 
when it was forced to move out of Edinburgh. Given 
that SNH constantly complains it has no funds to 
maintain Kinloch Castle, I can’t helping thinking this 
massive sum of money could have been used for its 
restoration and all the SNH staff relocated to Rum. 
After all, it was acquired as a field centre. 

To justify the purchase at the time, Nature Conserv-
ancy said: ‘Rum is an island which has been put to 
work, to effect not only its own salvation but also that 
of other islands.’ Three years ago, Scottish government 
officials looked into the possibility of selling Great 
Glen House. Perhaps there is hope yet for Kinloch 
Castle’s salvation. 

If SNH was to establish its headquarters perman-
ently on Rum, just imagine the benefits it would bring 
to the Small Isles transport system and the long-term 
economic advantages for Arisaig, Mallaig and the 
West Highland railway line.

For all its beauty, there is an atmosphere of sadness 
on Rum which is almost palpable. Doubtless this goes 
back to 1826 and 1828 when the landowner, Alexander 
Maclean, 14th laird of Coll, forced 350 men, women 
and children onboard three ships bound for Nova 
Scotia, leaving only one family, who were joined by a 
handful of men from Skye brought in to look after the 
8,000 blackface sheep that replaced them. 

John MacMaster, a shepherd on Rum at the time 
of these evictions, told Evelyn Waugh (1817-1890) 
the great English poet who visited the island in 1882, 
that ‘the wild outcries of the men, and the heart-
breaking wails of the women and their children, filled 
all the air between the mountainous shores of the 
bay; and that the whole scene was of such a distressful 
description that he should never be able to forget it to 
his dying day’.

If the human population is expanding, the same can-
not be said of the red deer or the herds of wild goats 
which used to be common around Bloodstone Hill, 
Harris and elsewhere along the coast. I was struck by 
the scarcity of both species everywhere I went. 

Rum was well-known throughout the Highlands 
and Islands for the quantity and quality of its deer but 
successive seasons of constant, commercial shooting 
has brought their numbers down to an all-time low. 
Long ago deer were so numerous on Rum that huge 
stone deer traps were built into which they were driven 
and killed.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Glencoe and Duror primary school pupils and sta�  with 
their latest green � ag.

Mikey Cli� ord met North Connel Beavers to talk about staying safe around water.

North Connel

year-old Beavers got a close-up look 
at some of the latest equipment 
Oban firefighters have at their dis-
posal. The youngsters also received 
advice about how to stay safe while 
having fun in or around water.

Oban fire station manager Derek 
Wilson said: ‘There are around 400 
drownings a year across the UK and 
the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 

wants to raise awareness of the 
dangers associated with water and to 
give people guidance on how to en-
joy themselves safely in and around 
our rivers, lochs and sea shore.’

Safety information for adults and 
children, including the Royal Life 
Saving Society’s SAFE code cartoon 
for children, schools and community 
resources, and reservoir precautions, 
is available via links on the website 
www.firescotland.gov.uk/your-safety/ 
water- safety.

Beavers enjoy water safety talk

Craig Murray and Stuart Inglis 
demonstrate how to use a Killin 

Mountain Rescue Team stretcher 
with help from Kayleigh MacNab.

Left to right: Caitlin Higgins, Kayleigh MacNab, 
Theresa Elliot and Kate Lilly at the Rural 

Stirling Housing Association stall. 

Crianlarich

Club’s annual show of classic cars

Portree

Archie, Alison, Kirstin 
and Jane Stewart were 

the winners of the guess 
the weight of the cake 

competition, donated by 
Artisan Cafe, Tyndrum.
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TARBERT in north Kintyre is a thriving 
community with many facets. A beautiful 
harbour, plethora of hotels, restaurants, in-
dependent gift shops and an army of strong 
characters making things happen.

Tarbert is renowned for its superb seafood, 
with the legendary Tarbert fishing f leet 
landing some of the best fish and shellfish 
in the world. Fishing runs deep in the Loch 
Fyne-side village of Tarbert.

At the heart of the industry are fishing 
families, with generations behind them of 
people who have felt the pull of the sea. 
There are few around Tarbert these days 
with wider experience of fishing than Ken-
ny MacNab, who went to sea after leaving 
school in 1971, following in the footsteps of 
his father and grandfather before him.

The Argyllshire Advertiser met Kenny for 
a chat about the importance of seafood to 
the region and to him as a fisherman.

He started on his family boat, the Girl 
Seona, and by 1974 - at the age of 19 - he 
was a skipper.

Living on the Loch –
Tarbert’s Heart and Soul

Kenny MacNab, left, with Sean Connolly, a crew member on the Caledonia, and some freshly caught 
Loch Fyne prawns ready for backing before export to Spain.

TARBERT SEAFOOD 
FESTIVAL 2016

Local Seafood 
& Stalls 
around
the Harbour

Outer space
Festival 
Parade

Crowning of
the Seafood
Queen &
Princesses

Cookery 
demo’s by 
Chef Mike 
Leslie 

Entertainment from TJ Mac

Performance 
Artists 
from Circus 
Malabarastas - a 
new for 2016 
circus show 
combining 
comedy, illusions, 
fire, juggling and 
more! A fantastic 
crowd pleaser!

Campbeltown Highland Dance 
from James McCorkindale's 

School of Dance 
Mid Argyll Pipe Band

Beer on the Pier with the 
Democrats and songs and 

costume changes from Grease 
the Musical and Dirty Dancing

Hog Roast and Arbroath 
Smokies plus much more

www.tarbertfestivals.co.uk

TARBERT SEAFOOD 

TARBERT ENTERPRISE COMPANY

‘Fishing is not a job, it is a way of life and it 
is also Tarbert’s heritage,’ says Kenny. ‘It was 
fishing that built this village, and any business 
owner in the area will tell you how important it 
is, particularly during the long winter months.’ 

In 1983, Kenny bought his own boat, a bigger 
trawler called the Peaceful Waters and, after the 
sad loss of his father in 1988, worked alongside 
his brother James on the boat. In time James 
moved on and Kenny purchased the Flying Fish, 
a 55-ft trawler. He and his wife, Liz, an English 
teacher, set up a shellfish business called Flying 
Fish.

Buying from local boats, they processed scal-
lops and prawns for sale to the UK restaurant 
trade and to European markets. The company 
even took on a couple of boats to meet the 
hand-dived scallop market. 

Kenny understands fishing and is putting that 
knowledge to good use as he serves on his third 
stint as chairman of the Clyde Fishermen’s 
Association.

With around 15 to 20 boats (Kenny counts 
them in his head, trying to reconcile those away 
in other ports, the boats at sea and those in 
harbour) left in Tarbert, the industry remains 

the village’s heart and soul. These days, 
Kenny has sold the Flying Fish business, but 
retains his interest in the fishing industry 
with a one-third share in the Frigate Bird, 
skippered by David McArthur.

As passionate as ever about his industry, 
Kenny said: ‘We have some of the best sea-
food in the world right on our doorstep and 
this should be celebrated.’ 

‘The Tarbert Seafood Festival is all about 
celebrating the quality of our fish and shell-
fish, and I hope the festival demonstrates 
just how important fishing is to this area.’

Today the fishing industry and harbour are 
still at the heart of the community and you 
can sample some of the loch’s freshly landed 
delicacies in the many eateries around the 
harbour. 

Tarbert’s famous seafood festival takes 
place this weekend. The event is a highlight 
of Argyll’s festival season, appealing to 
visitors of all ages. There will be music, food 
stalls, children’s activities, cookery demon-
strations, street entertainment and much 
more. Go along for two days of marvellous 
food drink and good craic.

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

TIMESLINE

IF YOU went down to the woods last 
Saturday you might have been in for a 
surprise as more than 30 children and 
families took part in a ‘teddy toddle’ 
in Glen Nevis.

Starting at Braveheart Car Park, 
the children were led on a walk to 
find teddies and then invited to make 
dens for the bears.

Tanya Ross said: ‘We are delighted 
to say that STAR for Harris’s first 
Bear Hunt Teddy Toddle was an 
incredible success and though we still 
have some money to come in, it looks 
like it will have raised just under 
£1,000 towards our ‘Reach for the 
Ward 2 Stars!’ campaign. 

‘We were, as always, overwhelmed 
by the incredible support given by 
our wonderful community with more 
than 30 children and their families 
taking part. Thankfully, the weather 
held out and the sun shone on us all 

as we toddled along the 2km route 
stopping halfway in the woods to 
hunt for the bears, have a snack and 
build dens for our teddies. The adults 
were just as enthusiastic in creating 
fantastic dens.’

STAR for Harris aims to sup-
port the treatment of childhood 
cancer and raise awareness of 
the reality of childhood cancer.
The money raised will be added to a 
fund for a playroom, garden area and 
family waiting area in the oncology 
ward at the new Royal Hospital for 
Sick Children in Edinburgh.

Ms Ross added: ‘We can’t thank 
everyone enough for their support 
and would like to give a special thank 
you to Ruari Watt from the Forestry 
Commission who set up the bear hunt 
and led us on our route. 

‘He was just fantastic in giving us 
advice on organising this event.’

A FAMILY who have spent 
the last two years building up 
a business in Laggan are being 
forced to close up shop after 
losing their right to stay in the 
UK .

The Zielsdorf family arrived 
in Scotland in 2008 and were 
accepted for an entrepreneur-
ial visa. They set up home with 
their five children in Laggan, 
opening the area’s only store.

Originally from Canada, 
the family have invested 
more than £200,000 of their 

own cash to build up the 
business which operates as 
a coffee shop, general store 
and holiday let. However, 
they have had to put it up for 
sale as their request for a visa 
extension was refused leaving 
them classed as ‘over-stayers’.

Jason Zielsdorf described 
the situation as a fiasco and 
says it’s been an emotional few 
months for the family.  

He added: ‘We have been 
back and forth with the Home 
Office and are now being told 
our extension failed due to 
not hiring a second full time 
member of staff for a year.’

Following the extension 
refusal, the Zielsdorfs were 
given four months to sell 
up and leave the UK. Mr 
Zielsdorf said: ‘Three weeks 
into that process our driving 
licences were taken away. 
Even someone who is sent to 
jail doesn’t have that happen 
to them.’

The family’s case is being 
championed by Drew Hendry 
MP.

Mr Zielsdorf further ex-
plained: ‘The Prime Minister 
had said he would help with 
our case but didn’t so Mr 
Hendry got in touch with 

James Brokenshire from the 
Home Office and asked for a 
meeting in lieu of that prom-
ise. We don’t believe they are 
going to change their minds 
but at least the deadline might 
be extended.’

He added: ‘We are hoping 
we can have enough time to 
stay and ensure the business 
is sold. I fully understand the 
Home Office can legally ask us 
to leave, but I don’t agree that 
our children should be robbed 
of the chance to have a good 
future. My youngest child was 
born here and my oldest has 
spent half his life here, playing 

shinty and being immersed 
in the Scottish way of life.  I 
guess by default we will have 
to return to Canada but it 
certainly wasn’t the plan.’

Drew Hendry told The Oban 
Times: ‘I am pleased I was 
finally granted a meeting with 
the Minister, however, as it is 
so very late in the process, the 
challenges are much greater. 

‘That said, I remain hopeful 
that he listened to the strong 
arguments for Jason and 
Christy’s case. As they are un-
der threat of immediate expul-
sion the primary objective for 
the family, from the meeting, 

was to win more time and to 
get some of their documents, 
such as their driving licences 
returned, to allow them to 
live normally whilst their case 
continues. I am still awaiting 
the minister’s full response 
but have written to him again 
asking for an urgent update.

Mr Hendry continued: ‘I 
have been inundated with 
support for the family. It has 
been uplifting to see how the 
community has united behind 
them. I know that all these 
kind thoughts and messages 
mean a lot to the Zielsdorf 
family.’

THREE men charged with en-
tering the local shinty club and 
stealing alcohol have been 
cleared.

Adam Ramsey, James Fraser 
and Frederic Dobinson ap-
peared at Fort William Sheri�  
Court last Wednesday (June 
22) in relation to an incident 
on August 23, 2015. The men 
stood accused of dishonestly 
entering Fort William Shinty 
Club and stealing alcohol but 
were found not guilty after 
trial.

LOCHABER high school pu-
pils achieved great results at 
this year’s UK Mathematics 
Trust’s Junior Maths Chal-
lenge.

The young students 
achieved two gold, nine 
silver and 12 bronze awards.

Gregory Woodward S1 and 
Kyle Dignan S2 won best in 
year certi� cates and £50. 

Kyle also received the 
trophy for the highest score 
in Lochaber High, kindly do-
nated by Lochaber Housing 
Association.

AN ANTI-LITTER campaign by 
Lochaber students has been 
brought to life.

A poster by Kinlochleven 
High School pupils won the 
Coca Cola European Partners 
real business challenge in 
March and was displayed on a 
van travelling around the local 
area last Thursday.

Court clears trio 
of theft charges

Family facing deportation fi ght 
for more time to sell business

Results add up for 
high school pupils

Anti-litter poster 
brought to life

All ready to set o�  on a teddy bear hunt in Glen Nevis and to raise funds for Star for Harris. Photograph by Anthony MacMillan 

Photography.

Glen Nevis teddy toddle raises 
£1,000 for Harris campaign
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“At all stages of the school, children and young 
people are highly motivated and actively involved 
in their learning. They are respectful, hard-working 
and respond very well to the overall high-quality 
learning experiences.” Education Scotland

KEY FACTS
•  High academic attainment
•  Broad-ranging curriculum 
•  Extensive programme of extra-
 curricular and outdoor learning
•  Strong focus on art, music and drama
•  Purpose-built, modern facilities
•  Flexi boarding e.g. weekly boarding
•  Excellent transport links to the West
 Highlands

Argyll’s only boarding school is inviting families to 
come and see for themselves what makes Lomond 
so unique.
Located in the picturesque coastal town of Helens-
burgh with its safe community environment and 
excellent transport links, Lomond School has a long 
tradition of boarders from the West Highlands and 
Islands.
As the top performing school in Argyll, Lomond o� ers 
a wide-ranging curriculum including eight National 
Fives at S3/S4 and the traditional fi ve Highers in S5. 
The curriculum has been enhanced further with recent 
additions such as drama, health and food technology 
as well as the appointment of a head of adventure and 
service and head of digital strategy. 

Extra-curricular activities include hockey, rugby, 
sailing, skiing and canoeing. In 2015 Lomond 
School was the top performing school in Scotland 
for the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award. The school 
also has a long-standing history of traditional 
Scottish music.
Boarders at Lomond benefi t from excellent facili-
ties, with the new Burnbrae boarding house built 
in 2003 off ering comfortable lounges, a gym and 
mostly twin en-suite study bedrooms. Lomond is 
unique in Scotland in that it allows male and female 
siblings to live together in the same boarding 
house. Families are also off ered the fl exibility of 
weekly boarding.
Lomond School principal Johanna Urquhart said: 
“Here at Lomond, we pride ourselves on taking 
an individual approach to the education and 
care of each and every pupil. Boarding provides a 
particularly rewarding experience thanks to our 
family ethos, excellent facilities and profession-
al, dedicated staff . We are also very proud of our 
long-standing links to the West of Scotland and 
would welcome any families interested in boarding 
to come and see us.”
S6 pupil Kaitlin said: “Boarding has helped me develop 
my self-confi dence. I’ve made friends for life from 
around the world and I’ve really benefi ted from the per-
sonalised approach to my whole Lomond experience.”
Families interested in boarding at Lomond are in-
vited to a no obligation visit or free trial stay. To fi nd 
out more please contact Janet Dixon at admissions 
on 01436 672476 or j.dixon@lomondschool.com.

Argyll’s only boarding school 
opens doors to interested families

Lochnell Primary youngsters show what good sports they are

THROWING CHALLENGE: children were split into clan groups to 
take part in a number of skill challenges around the school.

WELLY WINGING: Youngsters concentrate on the rules of welly 
throwing before they take their shot.

GIRL POWER: The female of the species simply picks up the welly 
and wangs it.

BEN LORA BEARS: youngsters cheer on their friends and class mates as they take 
on the school running and assault course challenges.

LOCHNELL LIONS: Giving out a huge roar of applause these lion cubs had a superb 
day at the sports event on Monday afternoon.

BLACK CASTLE PANTHERS: smooth operators in the panthers managed to have 
fun and take part in the very successful sports day.

TRALEE TIGERS: These kids were full of energy for their summer sports day and 
were delighted to be taking part. 

ON THE BALL:  skill and determination helps this lad score a basket.

Jobless number 
falls once more
THE number of people 
out of work in Argyll 
and Bute has continued 
to fall, according to the 
latest figures.

And the news was 
welcomed by both SNP 
and Tory politicians this 
week.

Data just released by 
the Department for 
Work and Pensions show 
the claimant count in the 
area for May this year 
to have fallen by two 
per cent over the corre-
sponding period in 2015.

And the picture is 
brighter still for young 
people aged 18 to 24, 
where the number out of 
work fell by 18 per cent.

The claimant count 
includes those who are on 
Jobseekers’ Allowance(J-
SA) and Universal Credit.

The total number of 
people out of work in 
Argyll and Bute in May 
was 840, down from 860 
in 2015, while there were 
30 fewer people aged 18 
to 24 looking for a job.

Argyll and Bute SNP 
MP Brendan O’Hara 
welcomed the news. He 

said: ‘I’m delighted to 
see that unemployment 
across Argyll and Bute 
has fallen once again. 

‘We cannot afford to be 
complacent as, despite 
these very welcome 
statistics, we continue to 
face some extremely se-
rious economic challeng-
es here. An ageing and 
declining population, a 
low-wage economy and 
a lack of reliable mobile 
and broadband connec-
tivity are still significant 
barriers we have to 
overcome.

‘But we also have some 
fantastic advantages in 
Argyll and Bute, par-
ticularly in tourism, food 
and drink and the re-
newable energy sector.’ 

And Tory MSP Donald 
Cameron added: ‘It is 
always good news when 
more and more people 
are able to move into 
employment and these 
claimant count figures 
show an encouraging 
trend. It is especially 
important that younger 
people are able to find 
work.’
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Between 8.30pm on Friday 
June 17 and 4pm on Sunday 
June 19, a snowboard was sto-
len from a grass bank beside a 
camper van parked in Glencoe 
Mountain Resort car park.

Between 9.30pm on Sunday 
June 19 and 3am on June 20, 
two bikes, one child and one 
adult, were removed from 
a close beside a house in 
Abrach Road, Inverlochy.

On Tuesday June 21 between 
5.30pm and 7.30pm, a mirror 
on a car parked in Inverlochy 
car park was damaged.

Sometime between June 6 
and June 23, a quantity of 
electrical cable was removed 
from works at Claggan 
Football pitch, Fort William.

On June 23, damage and gra�  ti 
was discovered at Alt Na Reigh, 
beside the A82 at Glencoe.

Police are investigating an 
incident at the VisitScotland 
premises in Strontian on 
Sunday June 26.

They are keen to speak 
to anyone in the vicinity 
around 2.15pm who saw a 
man acting suspiciously. 
He is described as approx-
imately 60 years of age 
with ginger hair and a 
white moustache wearing 
light-coloured clothing.

THE HIGHLAND Council 
has confirmed it will sustain 
its current funding for Addi-
tional Support Needs (ASN) 
in primary and secondary 
schools, but some parents are 
still concerned.

Despite taking measures to 
address a £40m budget gap, 
the council has said funding 
for the 2016/17 school year will 
remain unchanged.

In February this year the 
council said it would make 
savings from voluntary redun-
dancies and a spokesman said: 
‘Voluntary redundancies have 
been agreed with managers in 
additional support services.
The allocation to schools will 
continue at the current level 
and there will be no reduction 
in the overall number of pupil 
support assistants.

A council statement did 
however reveal there will be 

changes in the level of staffing 
to a number of schools, saying: 
‘The resourcing model en-
sures that funding is allocated 
where the need is identified, 
and therefore additional sup-
port in each school can change 
year on year, as needs within 
the school also changes.’  

For schools and parents this 
will mean that where ASN has 
increased, so will the number 
of pupil support assistants, 
and where ASN has fallen, 
schools will see a reduction 
in the number of support 
workers.

Concerned mother, Marie 
Macpherson, whose son has 
additional support needs, 
is extremely worried by the 
current situation.

A week ago she launched 
the petition Don’t Reduce 
Additional Support Needs In 
Schools In Highland Region 
which has already received 
more than 1,200 signatures.

Ms Macpherson told The 
Oban Times: ‘The council 

announcement is good in 
theory but there will be still be 
restructuring. For example, if 
one or two schools get a higher 
intake of additional support 
needs then another school will 
lose support. 

‘And if there is an increase 
in pupils who need level 1/2 
support then kids with level 
three support will still lose 
out. I am going to be affected 
as my son is level 2/3 ASN in a 
local school and will lose out 
if another school has a higher 
intake this year. 

‘The schools and the parents 
were kept in the dark about 
this situation and it shows us 
that decisions being made by 
the council are undemocratic.’

Ms Macpherson says she will 
continue to campaign during 
the summer as, like a lot of 
parents around Lochaber, she 
won’t know how her family 
will be affected until after the 
summer.  

She added: ‘I will also hold 
a public meeting on these 

cuts before the schools re-
turn.’ But Highland Council 
Leader Councillor Margaret 
Davidson said: ‘The council 
administration gave a com-
mitment that we would sustain 
and not reduce the allocation 
of Additional Support services 
to schools.

‘I am delighted we will 
deliver on that commitment. 
I know how important these 
services are to families and 
communities.  

‘There has been a lot of 
parental concern about the 
ASN budget, to which we have 
listened, and I am very pleased 
to make this announcement.’

Councillor Drew Millar, 
chairman of the Education, 
Children and Adult Services 
Committee, said: ‘In order to 
meet local needs, we will con-
tinue to make adjustments to 
ensure children get the appro-
priate level of support, while 
also looking at transitional 
arrangements in areas that 
face the greatest challenges.

‘SHOCK’ and ‘disappointment’ are 
words used by some highlanders to de-
scribe their reaction to the referendum 
vote which could see the UK leave the 
European Union.

According to the Highland Council, 
the total number of ballot papers count-
ed was 125,728. The total number of 
votes cast in favour to remain a member 
of the European Union was 70,308, 
while the total number of votes cast in 
favour of ‘leave’ was 55,349.

The Oban Times spoke to representa-
tives from organisations both local and 
farther afield and asked their reaction to 
the surprise vote.

Tom Bryan Brown, Chief Executive 
Officer of Mallaig and North west Fish-
ermen’s Association said: ‘I am probably 
as shocked as most people about the 
result.  

‘I really thought it would go the other 
way but, hey ho, this is the situation that 
we are in.  We will meet with the SFF at 
the end of June and discuss the impli-
cations for the Scottish fishing industry.

‘Our first major concern is that the 
fishing industry might be treated just as 
when the UK joined the EU – and that 
the fishing would become a negotiating 
tool in any future negotiations with the 
EU.  

‘The next major issue is whether this 
would trigger ‘Indy Ref 2’ and the im-

A WELL-KNOWN and re-
spected Lochaber resident 
has received a prestigious 
award after 40 years serv-
ing his community.

Colin Neilson was pre-
sented with the Freedom of 
Lochaber award last Sun-
day in recognition of his 
outstanding contribution to 
the community.

Elected to Fort William 
Town Council in 1971, Mr 
Neilson juggled this with 
his role as a life-appointed 
Justice of the Peace and as 
a member, and subsequent-
ly chairman, of the local 
health council. He also 
helped establish the Fort 
William Football Club, be-
coming its first chairman.

In 1975 Mr Neilson 
became an elected mem-
ber of the new Lochaber 
District Council, becoming 
chairman of the leisure 
and recreation committee 
and then chairman of 
the district council from 
1982 to 1988. Between 
1981 and 1991 Mr Neilson 
was a board member and 

subsequently chairman of 
Alcoholics Anonymous for 
Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, as well as chairman 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
European Services Com-
mittee. In 1988 he was 
appointed to the Highland 
Health Board becoming its 
vice chairman in 1999.

Presenting the award 
at a small gathering of 
family and friends, High-
land Council Lochaber 
Leader Councillor Thomas 
MacLennan paid tribute to 
Mr Neilson. 

‘Colin is well-known and 
respected in Fort William 
His unstinting enthusiasm 
and dedication have con-
tributed greatly to local 
government, health care 
and sport in Lochaber and 
beyond. Not many people 
can claim to have served 
their community for more 
than 40 years and it is in 
recognition of this service 
that the Highland Council 
is pleased and honoured 
to confer the Freedom of 
Lochaber to Colin Neilson.’

HOLOCAUST survivor Harry Bibring 
visited Lochaber High School last week to 
give a presentation about his experiences.

The visit was the final part of sixth year 
pupils’ Lewis Ross and Katie Laidlaw’s 
‘Next Steps’ project in the Lessons from 
Auschwitz initiative, organised by the 
Holocaust Education Trust (HET).

This involved the students going to Po-
land for a day, along with pairs from other 
schools across the UK, to visit Auschwitz 
I and Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration 
camps.

The pupils then carried out the ‘Next 
Steps’ project, informing fellow pupils 
and their communities about what they 
learned. Lewis and Katie created posters 

featuring quotes from Holocaust survivors 
which they displayed around the school 
and wrote articles about their experience.

They also gave presentations to second- 
year pupils on the week of Holocaust 
Memorial Day (January 27).

They arranged Mr Bibring’s visit through 
the HET’s outreach programme.

Mr Bibring gave his presentation to 
the second-year students and prominent 
people in the community. He told them 
about how he was separated from his 
family and taken to Britain as part of the 
Kindertransport scheme.

Lewis described the event as an ‘excellent 
chance to learn about one of the darkest 
periods of humanity’s history first-hand’.

KYLE Lifeboat, Spirit of Fred 
Olsen, launched at 4.05am on 
Monday at the request of Storno-
way Coastguard, after the yacht 
May Dream broke its mooring 
and ran aground in Plockton bay.

The lifeboat arrived on scene 
at 4.15am to find the 36-foot 
yacht, with two people on board, 
aground and listing heavily. 

Once the lifeboat crew were 
satisfied the yachtsmen were safe 

and in no danger, Kyle lifeboat 
returned to station at 7.20am.

The crew launched again at 
8.20am to return to the scene 
and make sure the yacht was 
not taking on any water or 
leaking fuel as it refloated on the 
incoming tide. Once the yacht 
had refloated and was in deeper 
water, the lifeboat escorted 
it to a safe mooring before 
returning to Kyle at 10.30am. 

plications that would have with regards 
to allocation of quota from the EU.
Generally speaking, most people I have 
spoken to are in favour of Brexit and did 
vote to leave – not many fishermen are 
enamoured with the EU and the current 
frame work.  

‘But we are currently in a state of un-
certainty that is no doubt going to bring 
challenges as well as opportunities.’

Allan Bowie, President, National 
Farmers Union Scotland, commented 
from the Royal Highland Show in 
Ingliston.  

He said: ‘The dramatic events of the 
past few hours will mark a period of 
great uncertainty for Scotland’s farmers 
and crofters.  What is also clear is that 
the role of the union in representing our 
members’ views and protecting their 
interests will rarely have been more 
important in our 103-year history.’

Ian Blackford, MP for Ross, Skye and 
Lochaber said:  ‘I am pleased that Scot-
land has voted to stay within Europe. 
We cannot be dragged out against our 
will. Where do we go from here? Scot-
land must pull together in our national 
interest. We have talked about what 
might trigger a future independence 
referendum. This is potentially a trigger, 
there is no secret that the SNP stands for 
independence for Scotland. It needs to 
be clear that the people see their future, 

Scotland’s future as an independent 
nation in Europe. None of us can look 
forward to see politics and the future of 
government in Westminster. If the result 
tells us anything, it is that Scotland and 
England are different countries. 

‘Time for us to accept our own respon-
sibilities.’ 

John Hutchison chairman of Lochaber 
Common Weal said: ‘While it is not 
surprising, my  personal view is that it is 
not the right decision.  

‘I do think there will be another 
referendum when the time is right.  
Scotland has had links with the EU for 
thousands of years and it is really pecu-
liar that we don’t have that right now.’

Reacting to the vote, Dr Richard 
Dixon, Director of Friends of the Earth 
Scotland, said: ‘The vote to leave the 
EU is a huge challenge to decades of 
progress on improving the environment 
and tackling climate change.  

‘Many of the politicians backing the 
leave vote are climate sceptics and 
against renewable energy, and much of 
the ‘red tape’ they complain about are 
the laws that have given us cleaner air 
and water, and forced companies to 
reduce pollution.  

‘In the 1980s our environmental 
record had us known as the ‘dirty man 
of Europe’. The fight is on to stop us 
slipping back to the bad old days.

EUROPEAN REFERENDUM REACTION FROM ACROSS WEST HIGHLANDS

May Dream found itself in trouble. Photograph by  Kyle RNLI.

Support funds stable 
but concern remains 

POLICE 
FILES 

Pupils rewarded 
for achievement 
CAOL Primary School recently 
marked the achievements 
of three pupils at a trophy 
presentation. Winners were: 
Bethan Watson who won the 
Catherine MacKenzie Cup 
for commitment, e� ort and 
behaviour; Ben MacKinnon, 
Sports Personality of the Year, 
and Elle Bissett, Con� dent 
Individual. 

Unstinting dedication 
earns Freedom award

Councillor Thomas MacLennan, left, presents Colin Neilson 
with the Freedom of Lochaber.

Holocaust survivor shares experiences with pupils

Harry Bibring with pupils Katie Laidlaw 
and Lewis Ross and teacher Jacqi Hume.

Richard Dixon. Allan Bowie. John Hutchison.

‘Shock’ and ‘disappointment’ at result

Lifeboat to rescue of yacht
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to 
print them. Names and 

postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or 
those supplied without a 

contact telephone number 
will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

THA LETH leabhar thiogaidean air-
son drochaid an Eilein Sgitheanaich 
agam air a ghleidheadh an àiteigin 
agus tha lèine-T le ainm uasal SKAT 
(Skye and Kyle Against Tolls) agam 
cuideachd! 

Bha daoine ceart a ràdh gun athar-
raicheadh an t-Eilean Sgitheanach gu 
tur ri linn na drochaid fosgladh san 
Dàmhair 1995, ach thug e còrr air naoi 
bliadhna mun d’ fhuaras saorsa bho na 
cìsean peanasach a bha ri phàigheadh 
gus a cleachdadh. 

Tha ainmean mhòran cheatharnach 
airidh air a bhith clàraichte airson 
an cuid strì an aghaidh ana-ceartas 
nan cìsean sin, agus nuair a chaidh 
cur às dhaibh mu dheireadh thall air 
21 den Dùbhlachd 2004 b’ e latha 
eachdraidheil eile a bh’ ann dhan 
choimhearsnachd. 

Ach tha e iongantach cho luath ’s 
a thèid tachartasan à cuimhne agus 
cuiridh mi geall gur e glè bheag de na 
tha a’ cleachdadh drochaid an Eilean 
Sgitheanaich an-diugh aig am bheil 
mothachadh air a h-eachdraidh. 

Thàinig na cuimhneachain a th’ 
agam co-cheangailte ris an drochaid 
nam inntinn nuair a bha mi a’ beach-

dachadh air cuid den bhuaidh a bhios 
aig buil na reifreann air ballrachd 
Bhreatainn san Aonadh Eòrpach.

Mar a bha fìor dha milleanan eile 
ann an Alba, bhòt mise gus ballrachd 
a ghleidheadh san Aonadh Eòrpaich, 
oir ged nach eil an siostam gun choire 
tha e air mòran feum a dhèanamh 
le leasachaidhean eaconamach, 
sòisealta, agus cultarach nach robh 
air tachairt mur a b’ e sgeamaichean 
maoineachaidh Eòrpach. 

Chan eil mòran taic ionmhais air 
tighinn dìreach gu leithid leasachadh 
na Gàidhlig, ach le milleanan feadh 
an Aonadh Eòrpaich a’ cleachdadh 
mion-chànain tha an aithne a tha 
na coimhearsnachdan cànain sin a’ 
faotainn air cuideachadh mòr a thoirt 
dha inbhe na Gàidhlig, Cuimris, agus 
Gaeilge ann am Breatann. 

Le cho beag diù ’s a th’ air a bhith aig 
na pàrtaidhean poilitigeach againn air 
fad a thaobh leasachadh na Gàidhlig, 
cha b ‘iongnadh dhuinn a bhith car 
draghail mun t-saoghal romhainn.  
Tha iomadach rud dol a dh’atharra-
chadh ri linn toradh na bhòt agus mar 
a bha fìor dhan Eilean Sgitheanach 
ann an 1995, cha bhi Breatann an 

aon rud tuilleadh! ’S e cead-siubhail 
Eòrpach fear de na cuimhneachain 
a bhios mòran againn a’ gleidheadh 
nuair a thèid an sgaradh aig Breatann 
a dhaingneachadh. 

Bhiodh e fìor mhath mura biodh cus 
aithne no cuimhne air an tachartas 
mhòr seo an ceann fichead bliadhna 
oir bhiodh sin a’ ciallachadh gun do 
shoirbhich Breatann anns an t-suid-
heachadh ùr. Feumaidh sinn uile a 
bhith beò an dòchas!

MY PART-USED book of Skye Bridge 
tickets and a SKAT T-shirt remind 
me of when and how Skye changed 
between 1995 and 2004, but although 
these events were comparatively re-
cent I suspect few of those using that 
bridge now have any knowledge of, or 
interest in, its history. 

Twenty years from now my Euro-
pean Union passport will be another 
reminder of major change, and 
hopefully memories of Brexit will be 
equally vague signifying that Britain 
is prospering outside of the European 
Union.   

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk  

Days gone by – Oban’s Grasshoppers 
Football Club – 1958/59

This week’s � ashback photograph was submitted by Bobby McLuckie of Oban and features Grasshopppers Football 
Club in 1958/59. Bobby is pictured back row, second right. Jackie Balfour was the manager. Digital versions of 

� ashback photos for The Oban Times can be sent to editor@obantimes.co.uk or prints sent to The Editor, The Oban 
Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a print returned should include a stamped, addressed envelope.

Mull and Iona 
Association 
committee reshu�  e
THE MULL and Iona Association 
last week saw some significant 
changes in its committee. 

I always love the Mull and Iona 
evenings and have huge respect for 
the work of the last committee – par-
ticularly Charlie Kirkpatrick, who 
always steered the evenings with the 
best of craic. 

That said, I believe the new 
members who have come in are the 

Charlie Kirkpatrick is standing 
down as president of the Mull and 
Iona Association after many years 

of dedicated service.

perfect people to take the wonderful 
history of the association forward, 
which is very exciting. 

New president Ross Wilson made 
the following statement after an 
extraordinary general meeting: ‘The 
continuation of the Mull and Iona 
Association’s annual general meet-
ing was held last Thursday, June 23, 
in An Leanag, Glasgow. 

‘The meeting was very well attend-
ed with many new faces enrolling in 
the association and elected on to the 
committee. 

‘After many years of service to the 
association, the committee also said 
goodbye and a huge thank you to a 
few people.

‘We’d like to thank, in particu-
lar, Charlie Kirkpatrick for his 
overwhelming commitment to the 
association as president. Charlie’s 
enthusiasm for the association was 
always visible at the annual gathering 
and many of the other association 
gatherings throughout the year. 

‘Thankfully, Charlie has decided 
to stay on the committee as a direc-
tor, as well as Elizabeth Graham, 
who also took a step back from her 
position as secretary. 

‘We’d like to welcome a large list of 
new committee members including: 
Alasdair MacKellar, treasurer; 
Alasdair Whyte, director; Catriona 
Currie, secretary; and Kirsty Mac-
Kinnon, director. 

‘Lastly, I’d like to thank the com-
mittee for appointing me as the new 
president, all the past committee 
members and all the present com-
mittee members for their time and 
commitment to the association. 

‘Tradition, music, Gaelic, Mull, 
Iona and Glasgow are all things 
close to my heart and it’s great to be 
part of an association designed to 

showcase and nurture these things 
and everything good about our 
islands. 

‘It’s nice to see the association 
continuing and we look forward to 
planning the annual gathering to be 
held in February – date to be decid-
ed. Hope to see a lot of you there.

Commemoration 
service was humbling 
and emotional
THE CLYDEBANK Association 
has been supporting Erskine care 
home for UK war veterans for 25 
years.

The association president and sec-
retary attended the commemoration 
service in Glasgow Cathedral on 
June 7 in the presence of the Prin-
cess Royal. 

As part of the order of service, 
testimonies for Erskine were 
delivered by former Scots Guard 
William MacDowall, now resident 
in Erskine, and two pupils from 
Clydebank High School, Chloe 
Cunningham and Mirren Coull. 

Although a humbling and emotion-
al experience, both president and 
secretary found it a pleasure to rep-
resent the association at this event, 
recognising 100 years of caring for 
these very special people.

Pub scene 
Park Bar:  Friday July 1: Robert Nairn.
Saturday July 2: Dodgy Ground.
Sunday July 3: Nicky Mcmichan.
Islay Inn. Friday July 1: Crooked Reel. 
Saturday July 2: Penny Dogs.
Wednesday July 6: quiz night.

A modern-day marine 
Highland Clearance
Sir,
It would appear the Highland Clear-
ances are not over. 

Bringing a boat back across the 
Atlantic from Greenland for some 
maintenance, it was amazing to hear 
the owners of the Marine Resource 
Centre were intending to sell the 
centre. 

This would be fine if some accom-
modation for boats was still to remain 
– the plant is there and the centre 
was apparently making a profit – but 
suddenly, like the tenants of old, 180 
to 200 boat owners are to be thrown 
out onto an already overcrowded west 
coast and all the moorings removed. 

Why? So, it would appear, that the 
landowners can make more money. 

It is shameful we have a marine 
Highland Clearance in our own times.

Rev Bob Shepton, 
Appin and the Arctic.

Urgent need to heat 
up Scotland’s homes
Sir,
The SNP’s pledge to introduce a warm 
homes bill to tackle fuel poverty and 
increase energy efficiency during this 
parliament has been heralded as a 
bold move but there are reasons why 
its minority administration needs to 
pull out the stops to deliver this for 
the people of Oban sooner rather than 
later.

In 2002, the Scottish Government 
committed to eradicating fuel poverty 

as far as is reasonably practicable by 
November 2016. As this target is im-
possible to meet, Scotland now needs 
a comprehensive and realistic new 
strategy to improve domestic energy 
efficiency to eliminate fuel poverty 
and eradicate Scotland’s scourge of 
cold homes. 

In April, the Existing Homes 
Alliance compiled data which re-
vealed more than three-quarters of 
households (78 per cent) in Argyll and 
Bute live in a cold home – that is, one 
with energy performance certificates 
ranging between D to F ratings. That 
equates to an estimated 22,800 cold 
homes in Argyll and Bute. As a result 
of these cold homes, more than half 
of households in Argyll and Bute (59 
per cent) were estimated to be living 
in fuel poverty.

While the definition of a cold home 
is complex one, the need to tackle fuel 
poverty and improve the energy effi-
ciency of Scotland’s homes is beyond 
doubt. 

Earlier this month a lot of attention 
was paid to a combined lobby of 
MSPs, WWF Scotland and Edinburgh 
University which called for greater 
investment in district heating.

While we applaud the call for 
investment in greener ways of using 
and generating energy such as wind 
farms and district heating, we should 
not forget that Scotland would be even 
greener and Scottish households even 
better off if they did not need to turn 
their heating on in the first place. The 
cheapest energy and lowest carbon 
energy is that which we do not use.

Better insulated homes reduce the 
need to heat them – and the planet – 
unnecessarily.

One element of the research from 
the alliance was clear: rural and re-
mote communities in Scotland have a 
larger problem with energy-inefficient 
homes. With cold, energy-inefficient 
homes a problem the length and 
breadth of Scotland, retrofit should 
be considered as much of a national 
infrastructure priority as the new 
Queensferry crossing or providing 
superfast broadband and 4G mobile 
phone coverage to Argyll and Bute. 

We need organisations like the 
Existing Homes Alliance to keep up 
the pressure on the SNP to make sure 
Scotland’s homes get warmer sooner 
rather than later. 

 Sean McLaughlin, 
managing director, Matilda’s Planet.

Tourist had a great 
time on Mull
Sir,
In mid-May I got a lift outside Tober-
mory on Mull from a helpful young 
couple. 

We talked about Iona and John 
McPhee’s book The Crofter and the 
Laird. I believe they were tourists. 

Hopefully, they may read this letter 
or someone who thinks they know 
them will see it and tell them that I 
would like to send them a greeting. 
I have written a review of McPhee’s 
book on www.goodreads.com and can 
be contacted via that website. 

I had a very enjoyable holiday on 
Mull and Iona. They are beautiful 
places with fascinating history and the 
sun shone when I was there.

Trond Ellefsen, 
Billeveien 7, Vear 3172, Norway.

Argyll is full of generous people willing to go the 
extra mile for charity, but the two pensioners 
in our story on page three have to be two of 

the most adventurous, and possibly courageous, fund-
raisers in the region.

Kay Simpson, 70, from Oban, and Anne MacAskill, 
67, from Skye, are taking part in the 10,000-mile 
Mongol Rally, which takes place across the mountains, 
desert and the steppes of Europe and Asia. 

But, while some people might call the women 
foolhardy, we salute them.

In a week when the media is full of Brexit and the 
uncertainty of what lies ahead, the story about Kay and 
Anne’s adventure is uplifting and an inspiration, not 
just because of the money it will raise for charity, but 
because it is indicative of the people who live and work 
in our communities, and the lengths they will go to to 
help others less fortunate.

 
 

Rainbow Childcare Oban is coming soon and will offer a fantastic setting for babies, toddlers and pre-

school children within a caring, professional and safe environment. The centre will offer full time, part time 

and government funded early learning and childcare provision for children aged 0-5 years. This will provide 

parents with the option of flexible childcare in line with current government legislation. 

We will offer a friendly, reliable, nurturing and a fun environment for all children to develop and learn. 

Rainbow Childcare has been delivering high quality early learning and childcare for over 23 years in their 

home town of Kilwinning in Ayrshire and have now expanded to Oban in The White Church situated on the 

Corran Esplanade. Rainbow Childcare is ideally located within Oban town centre central to all transport 

links.  

The premises has currently undergone a renovation programme to ensure that the building is bright with 

plenty of natural light spilling through the windows, whilst designated playrooms have been created to 

ensure that they’re age appropriate and designed to suit the developmental needs of each individual age 

group. The building still maintains original features and the full renovation has taken into account the 

beautiful architecture of the white church. The breath taking views of the bay from our outdoor play areas 

provide the children with an abundance of opportunities to expand on their learning.   

Rainbow Childcare currently employs 25 Early Years Practitioners and a highly experienced and dedicated 

management team who are now on the search for an enthusiastic and highly motivated staff team to 

deliver high quality early learning and childcare within our Oban Centre. We are also looking for a manager 

to lead the centre and carry forward our vision “To provide the highest quality of Early Learning and 

Childcare in a nurturing, inspiring and creative environment where everyone is valued.”  

hello@rainbowchildcare.me 

 

Rainbow Childcare Oban is coming soon and will offer a fantas-
tic setting for babies, toddlers and pre-school children within a 
caring, professional and safe environment. The centre will offer 
full time, part time and government funded early learning and 
childcare provision for children aged 0-5 years. This will provide 
parents with the option of flexible childcare in line with current 
government legislation.
We will offer a friendly, reliable, nurturing and a fun environment 

for all children to develop and learn. Rainbow Childcare has been 
delivering high quality early learning and childcare for over 23 
years in their home town of Kilwinning in Ayrshire and have now 
expanded to Oban in The White Church situated on the Corran 
Esplanade. Rainbow Childcare is ideally located within Oban 
town centre central to all transport links. 
The premises has currently undergone a renovation programme 
to ensure that the building is bright with plenty of natural light 

spilling through the windows, whilst designated playrooms have 
been created to ensure that they’re age appropriate and de-
signed to suit the developmental needs of each individual age 
group. The building still maintains original features and the full 
renovation has taken into account the beautiful architecture of 
the white church. The breath taking views of the bay from our 
outdoor play areas provide the children with an abundance of 
opportunities to expand on their learning.  

Rainbow Childcare currently employs 25 Early Years Practitioners 
and a highly experienced and dedicated management team who 
are now on the search for an enthusiastic and highly motivated staff 
team to deliver high quality early learning and childcare within our 
Oban Centre. We are also looking for a manager to lead the centre 
and carry forward our vision “To provide the highest quality of Early 
Learning and Childcare in a nurturing, inspiring and creative environ-
ment where everyone is valued.” hello@rainbowchildcare.me
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CAOL Primary School 
opened its doors to the public 
for the last time on Thursday 
June 23.

More than 450 former pupils 
and staff and community 
members joined the current 
staff and pupils to say goodbye 
to the school as it prepares to 
close after 64 years.

The pupils were involved in 
various projects for the open 
day, including staff profiles 
and old photographs of classes 
and staff throughout the years, 
and comparisons of uniforms, 
school dinners and technology 
over the years. 

Primary seven pupils inter-
viewed primary one teacher 
Margaret Stewart who will 
retire at the end of term.

TIMESLINE

AN ISLE of Lewis youngster has 
been crowned The Nicolson 
Institute’s ‘burger king’.  

Callum MacRichie, 12, won 
top prize in a school challenge 
run by Quality Meat Scotland, 
attracting around 250 entries.

Callum, whose recipe was 
inspired by the Isle of Lewis’ 
native language, created his 
Gaelic Big Marag Burger using 
pork and Stornoway black 
pudding. 

AN INNOVATIVE new visitor 
attraction is climbing in 
popularity.

Three Wise Monkeys 
Climbing recently opened 
in a renovated church in 
Fassifern Road, Fort William.

Scott Armstrong, VisitScot-
land, said: ‘This business has 
only been open for months 
and is already proving pop-
ular. This project is a perfect 
� t for 2016, Scotland’s Year 
of Innovation, Architecture 
and Design, as it has brought 
a derelict old church with ar-
chitectural gems back to life, 
with clever and innovative 
design. People may come to 
Scotland for the history, but 
they leave inspired by the 
modern and contemporary.’

NA H-EILEANAN an Iar SNP 
MSP Alasdair Allan is urging 
community groups in the 
Western Isles to apply for a 
share of a new £2 million fund 
to help local communities 
have a greater say in deci-
sion-making. 

The Scottish Government’s 
Community Choices Fund 
allows community groups to 
have a say on how and where 
money is spent in their area. 

A fund spokesman said: We 
want to see more decision 
making handed to local peo-
ple.’

Youngster wins 
burger challenge

THERE was something for 
everyone at this year’s Caol 
Gala.

Making use of the new Gaelic 
school grounds, community 
groups got together to support 
the event.  

There were performances 
by Lochaber Judo Club and 
cheerleading group Ben Nevis 
Allstars as well as a bonnie 
baby competition, raffles, 
strong man and kids compe-
tition and appearances by the 
gala queen.

Kirsty Kyle who helped 
organise the event said: ‘I’m 
exhausted but when you see 
everyone turn up and how they 
enjoy themselves it really does 
make it worth while. The mon-
ey we raised will go towards 
next year’s event. The strong 
man and the cheerleaders were 

new this year and they were 
really good. The whole thing 
just came together really well.

‘A lot of families don’t have 
the opportunity to spend a 
day out together so we try to 
subsidise the day as much as 
possible, keep things as local 
as possible and provide a day 
that’s fun for the whole family.’

Many attendees took to 
Facebook to congratulate the 
organisers and share their 
enjoyment of the event.  

Noreen MacGillivray posted: 
‘What a really absolutely 
fabulous day at Caol Gala Day. 
Kirsty, girls and boys you did a 
wonderful job. Roll on the next 
one.’ Leann Stewart Duncan 
said: ‘Big well done to everyone 
involved in making the gala day 
happen. It was really good for 
families.’

Visitor attraction 
climbs to success 

Local decision 
making vital  

Primary six and seven pupils with the school building models created by primary two/three.

Caol Gala disabled scooters lead the parade, with Gala 
Chieftain James Russell, right, followed by the Gala Queen 

and her attendants.

Something for everyone as community 
gets behind Caol Gala Day events 

Some Lochaber Judo Club members at Caol Gala. 

Caol Gala Queen Laurin MacDonald, 12, and her attendants 
Millie Nixon, 10, left, and Sara Carmichael, 6. Photographs by

Anthony MacMillan Photography.The Highland Dancers from Nevis Dancing School who gave a 
display at the Caol Gala Day.

One highlight was the creation 
of Caol tapestry, with pupils, 
staff and the wider community 
all contributing designs for 
individual squares.

Room 13 was also included 
on the tour. The art studio will 
be moving to Caol Community 
Centre when the school closes.

Other highlights included 

models of the original, current 
and new school buildings 
created by primary two/three, 
with help from Room 13 artist 
Richard Bracken. 

Head teacher Steven Hamil-
ton said: ‘We’ve had a great day 
with staff, parents, pupils and 
the wider community sharing 
stories, memories and laughs.

It’s been a lovely atmosphere 
with people catching up and 
enjoying a last look around the 
old Caol School.

‘We’re very proud of the 
achievements of everyone 
and delighted to show off our 
school but looking forward 
to a new one opening up in 
September.’

Last look 
round Caol  
Primary 
School

RESILIENCE and determination were to the fore at 
the Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar sports day.

Children received bands instead of medals for being 
successful in their events as they competed for the 
ultimate prize - the house trophy.

John Joseph MacNeill, head teacher, said: ‘There 
were six mini events, short and long distance races, 
sack race, mother and fathers’ races and relay races. 
All the scores will be totted up along with results from 
football, shinty and basketball games, which are still to 
be played, and the winning house will be crowned at 
the leavers’ assembly today (Thursday).

‘The rain started just around the second mini event 
but then the sun came out and it stayed all day so we 
really were blessed with the weather.

‘It is a great day for children. They are keeping fit 
and healthy, enjoying themselves and learning lessons 
of resilience when perhaps results don’t go their way.  
They are working as part of a team and achieving 
that competitive edge. A bit of competition never did 
anyone any harm.’

Mr MacNeill admitted he did not participate in any 
of the events last Friday as the staff race was cancelled 
due to health concerns but promised for it to return 
next year.

He added: ‘Oh yes, the staff race will be back next 
year. I will start training early so I’m fighting fit for it – I 
think I will need it.’

FORMER pupils, parents 
and councillors gathered 
for the official opening of 
Lundavra Primary School.

Located on Lundavra 
Road, Fort William, with 
panoramic views over Loch 
Linnhe, the school replaced 
Upper Achintore and Fort 
William Primary Schools.

Dr Finlay Wild was given 
the task last Friday of un-
veiling a plaque at the new 
school. 

He said he was very touched 
to be asked to participate in 
the ceremony and added: 
‘As a former pupil of Fort 
William Primary School, I 
was delighted to be invited 
to meet the pupils of the 
new Lundavra primary. As 
a runner and GP it was great 
to speak to the kids about 
running and keeping active, 
and to join them in their 
Daily Mile run.’

Former pupil Dr Finlay Wild joins head teacher Nick Thomson 
to o�  cially open the new school.

The ceremony was opened 
and closed to the sound of 
bagpipes, with Dr Wild and 
Bill Alexander, Highland 
Council’s Director of Care 
and Learning, addressing 
guests.

During the opening cere-
mony, pupils sang the school 
song, Give it all you’ve got.

The school has been oper-
ating successfully for many 
months after opening its 
doors to pupils following the 

autumn break on October 
28, 2015.

Some of the groups 
using the school include 
health visitors running the 
Stepping Stones project for 
toddlers and parents, a baby 
massage class, High Life 
Highland sports groups and 
the parent-led weekly youth 
club.

Gary Holmes, Regional 
Director at GRAHAM 
Construction who managed 
the build, said: ‘It has been 
a privilege to deliver the new 
Lundavra Primary School 
on behalf of The Highland 
Council.  

‘Our team has especially 
enjoyed working in such a 
scenic location for the du-
ration of this project and we 
hope pupils, staff, parents 
and wider Fort William 
community are pleased with 
the end result.’

Former pupil ‘touched’ by invite 
to formally open new Lundavra

Primary pupils enjoy 
sports day in the sun

Above: Racing in pairs at the Bun-Sgoil Ghaidhlig Loch Abar 
sports day. Below: a skipping race.

 Photographs by Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Let s̒ get online
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Across

7 Top (6)

8 As a sheep (6)

9 Hit (4)

10 Removal of excess (8)

11 Puzzle (7)

13 Cute name for a domestic pet (5)

15 Overgrown (5)

17 Correctly (7)

20 Found in the tarsus of the foot (8)

21 Withdraw gradually (4)

22 Flat (6)

23 Bliss (6)

Down

1 Miserable (6)

2 Score nothing (4)

3 Gathering to wish well when one is 
leaving (4-3)

4 Promise (5)

5 Not quite old (8)

6 Land... (6)

12 ...between low and high water (8)

14 Revolting (7)

16 Calmly (6)

18 Introduction (4-2)

19 Snake (5)

21 Golf club (4)
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SOLUTION

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

7 Top (6)

8 As a sheep (6)

9 Hit (4)

10 Removal of excess (8)

11 Puzzle (7)

13 Cute name for a domestic pet (5)

15 Overgrown (5)

17 Correctly (7)

20 Found in the tarsus of the foot (8)

21 Withdraw gradually (4)

22 Flat (6)

23 Bliss (6)

Down

1 Miserable (6)

2 Score nothing (4)

3 Gathering to wish well when one is 
leaving (4-3)

4 Promise (5)

5 Not quite old (8)

6 Land... (6)

12 ...between low and high water (8)

14 Revolting (7)

16 Calmly (6)

18 Introduction (4-2)

19 Snake (5)

21 Golf club (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

7 Top (6)

8 As a sheep (6)

9 Hit (4)

10 Removal of excess (8)

11 Puzzle (7)

13 Cute name for a domestic pet (5)

15 Overgrown (5)

17 Correctly (7)

20 Found in the tarsus of the foot (8)

21 Withdraw gradually (4)

22 Flat (6)

23 Bliss (6)

Down

1 Miserable (6)

2 Score nothing (4)

3 Gathering to wish well when one is 
leaving (4-3)

4 Promise (5)

5 Not quite old (8)

6 Land... (6)

12 ...between low and high water (8)

14 Revolting (7)

16 Calmly (6)

18 Introduction (4-2)

19 Snake (5)

21 Golf club (4)

SPONSORS

SUMMER EDITION 
OUT NOW

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

THE OBAN TIMES
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

CROSSWORD

Music with Jonathan Rimmer
OBAN rapper Rory O’B is 
set for a busy summer after 
announcing the release of his 
new EP, Quit Rapping, and a 
number of gigs and festivals. 
He’s set to release the project 
on an undisclosed date after his 
performance at King Tut’s Wah 
Wah Hut on July 18.

Although Rory invited nota-
ble hip hop producers to help 
engineer the final product, the 
record sees him rapping over 
live instrumentation that he 
recorded himself, including 
guitar, bass and cajon. Rory 
believes this makes for a more 

‘folky, local sound’. Rory says: 
‘It’s important for hip hop 
emcees to talk about their 
surroundings. Oban might not 
have the shock factor or be 
particularly dangerous, but it’s 
the place that affected me and 
there’s plenty of potential for 
humour too.

‘There’s no point saying you 
grew up in the slums if you 
didn’t. It’s your stories. I think 
people from rural towns could 
relate to the stuff I rap about 
more than urban hip hop be-
cause it’s closer to home.’

Rory first started rapping in 

his teens after performing in a 
string of local rock bands. He 
conveys these various influ-
ences through an expressive 
and heavily accented vocal 
delivery when he raps.

‘My first real exposure to hip 
hop was actually off a punk 
label compilation,’ says Rory. 
‘From there I heard emcees 
from other countries and real-
ised that people could rap in 
their own accent. I got into the 
Scottish scene from there. 

‘I didn’t tell people originally 
because I was nervous about 
it, even when I moved to 

Greenock for college. I thought 
folk from Oban would laugh at 
it. I remember performing one 
show in The Waterfront and 
everyone just stared at me. I just 
wanted it to end.’

However, people’s reactions 
changed when he released the 
song, She Says, with established 
Oban rapper K9 Kev in 2010. 
The catchy track became a 
favourite at open mic nights 
and gig showcases, encouraging 
Rory to pursue hip hop more 
intently. 

‘It made me think I could do 
it,’ says Rory. ‘I think people 

in the local area and Scotland 
as a whole are becoming more 
open-minded about hip hop. 
There are young people in town 
taking up rapping and making 
beats. There’s still a novelty 
factor for some people but it’s 
getting much better.’

The six tracks on Rory’s EP 
present humorous observa-
tions on Oban and growing 
up, as well as broader social 
commentary. He’s looking for-
ward to unveiling the tracks in 
Glasgow where he has built up 
a small but loyal fanbase.

‘I’m planning an album 

launch party in Glasgow,’ says 
Rory. ‘I’m also going to be 
playing at Kelburn Garden 
Party, King Tut’s Summer 
Nights Festival and Audio 
Soup Festival.

‘I might come back to Oban 
and do something as well. 
K9 Kev’s charity gig in Feb-
ruary was a massive success 
– it shows that there’s a real 
growing interest in hip hop in 
Oban.’

Rory O’B will play King Tut’s 
on July 18. Photograph: Martin 

Windebank

Note perfect: Killin welcomes the 
return of popular music festival
THE much-acclaimed Killin 
Music Festival returned this 
month after a break of 14 years 
– and what a fantastic event it 
turned out to be. 

On the Friday, there were 
many local stars performing 
backed up by artists such as 
Rachel Sermanni, Whisky Kiss 
and headlined by Skippinish.

The Saturday saw fringe 

events in a number of locations 
throughout the village and 
workshops with many of the 
artists. 

The main stage event started 
in late afternoon and carried 
on throughout the evening 
with artists such as the Donald 
Black Band, Jenn Butterworth 
and Laura-Beth Salter, Trail 
West, Have Mercy Las Vegas, 

and headed up by the Scott 
Wood Band. Have Mercy Las 
Vegas were particularly pop-
ular and were called back for 
two encores. 

On the Sunday, Comrie Pipe 
Band marched through the 
village and played outside the 
McLarren Hall, after which 
there was an open stage event 
for up-and-coming bands to 

show off their talents. Every 
person in the audience over 
the three days would like to 
express their thanks to Gregor 
Mackenzie, Siobhan Anderson 
and the rest of the committee 
and helpers for putting on a 
very high quality and enjoyable 
festival. 

Everyone is now looking 
forward to next year. Have Mercy Las Vegas wowed the crowds at the Killin Music Festival.
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THE Big Kid Circus rolled into 
Oban this week as part of its 
summer tour. 

With Ringmaster Laszlo at the 
helm, audiences were treated to 
some death-defying acts such 
as the Russian Bar and the 
Wheel of Death, as well as a 
lot of laughs courtesy of  family 
favourite Georgie the Clown. 

A host of acrobats, a strong man 
act and a few song-and-dance 
numbers ensured audiences left 
wanting more.

THE Big Kid Circus rolled into 
Oban this week as part of its 
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community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Friday 1 - Thu 7 July
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS | PG | 133 
MIN
Sat: 15:00, Sun: 13:30
Alice Kingsleigh has spent the past few years following in 
her father’s footsteps and sailing the high seas. Upon her 
return to London, she comes across a magical looking glass 
and returns to the fantastical realm of Underland and her 
friends the White Rabbit, Absolem, the Cheshire Cat and the 
Mad Hatter, who is not himself. 

ICE AGE: COLLISION COURSE | U | 120 MIN
Sat: 12:00, 17:15, 17:30, Sun: 17:30, 18:15, Mon: 15:00, 16:45, 
Tue: 15:00, 16:30, Wed: 16:15, 17:15, Thu: 13:00, 17:15
Scrat’s epic pursuit of the elusive acorn catapults him into 
the universe where he accidentally sets o�  a series of cos-
mic events that transform and threaten the Ice Age World. 
To save themselves, Sid, Manny, Diego, and the rest of the 
herd must leave their home and embark on a quest full of 
comedy and adventure, travelling to exotic new lands and 
encountering a host of colourful new characters.

INDEPENDENCE DAY: RESURGENCE | 12A | 120 MIN
Fri: 12:00, 14:30, 18:00, Sat: 14:15, 19:30, Sun: 14:45, 19:45, 
Mon, Tue: 12:00, 17:15, 19:00, Wed: 13:30, 14:30, 18:45, Thu: 
14:30, 15:15
Parent and Baby screening Tue: 11:30
We always knew they were coming back. After ‘Independ-
ence Day’ rede� ned the event movie genre, the next epic 
chapter delivers global spectacle on an unimaginable scale. 

KIDS CLUB: THE ARISTOCATS | U | 87 MIN
Sat: 11:00
Children’s Classic. With the help of a smooth talking tomcat, 
a family of Parisian felines set to inherit a fortune from 
their owner try to make it back home after a jealous butler 
kidnaps them and leaves them in the country.

LOVE & FRIENDSHIP | U | 113 MIN
Fri: 20:00, Sun: 16:00, Wed: 19:30
Lady Susan Vernon takes up temporary residence at her 
in-laws’ estate and, while there, is determined to be a 
matchmaker for her daughter Frederica -- and herself too, 
naturally.

ME BEFORE YOU | 12A | 130 MIN
Fri: 17:30, Sat: 19:45, Mon: 20:15, Tue: 20:00, Thu: 19:30
Louisa “ Lou” Clark (Clarke) lives in a quaint town in the 
English countryside. With no clear direction in her life, the 
quirky and creative 26-year-old goes from one job to the 
next in order to help her tight-knit family make ends meet. 
Her normally cheery outlook is put to the test, however, 
when she faces her newest career challenge. 

ROMEO AND JULIET | 210 MIN
Thu: 19:00
Reuniting the stars of his celebrated � lm of Cinderella, 
Kenneth Branagh directs Richard Madden and Lily James as 
Romeo and Juliet and Derek Jacobi as Mercutio, in Shake-
speare’s heartbreaking tale of forbidden love.

THE BOSS | 15 | 119 MIN
Silver Screening - Mon: 14:30
A titan of industry is sent to prison after she’s caught for 
insider trading. When she emerges ready to rebrand herself 
as America’s latest sweetheart, not everyone she screwed 
over is so quick to forgive and forget.

THE NICE GUYS | 15 | 136 MIN
Fri: 19:00
Set in 1970s Los Angeles, down-on-his-luck private eye 
Holland March and hired enforcer Jackson Healy must work 
together to solve the case of a missing girl and the seeming-
ly unrelated death of a porn star. During their investigation, 
they uncover a shocking conspiracy that reaches up to the 
highest circles of power. 

TOP CAT BEGINS | U | 109 MIN
Fri: 12:320, Sat: 13:00, Sun: 11:30, Mon: 12:30, Tue: 14:15, 
Wed: 12:30, Thu: 12:30
Top Cat has arrived to charm his way into your hearts. Ever 
wonder how this scheming feline got his start? Well Top Cat 
Begins reveals the origins of everything you know and love 
about this classic comedy hero. 

WARCRAFT: THE BEGINNING | 12A | 143 MIN
Fri: 15:15, Sun: 12:00
The peaceful realm of Azeroth stands on the brink of war as 
its civilization faces a fearsome race of invaders: orc warriors 
� eeing their dying home to colonize another. As a portal 
opens to connect the two worlds, one army faces destruc-
tion and the other faces extinction.

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen
TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves
THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn
SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis
SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

Artistic Director: Levon Chilingirian
Monday July 4th – Saturday July 9th

Now in its 28th year, a festival 
of classical music to celebrate 

the visit of the composer 
Felix Mendelssohn to these islands.

World-class professionals work with emerging stars in 
the most beautiful and atmospheric venues to create 

performances of unforgettable electricity.
A dozen concerts of chamber music all around Mull 
and Iona including Duart Castle and Iona Abbey.  
And a fi nal concert in St John’s Cathedral, Oban, 

at 7.30 pm on Saturday July 9th.

All concerts admission free.
For details see mendelssohnonmull.com 

or ring 07889 277078
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Mark saddles up for Argyll challenge
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NOT MANY people can claim to 
be an ultra endurance adventurer 
and get away with it, but Mark 
Beaumont, who has spent the past 
decade breaking world records and 
achieving world firsts, will take on 
his latest challenge right here in 
Argyll.

Mark, who first found fame in 2008 
when he broke the world record for 
cycling round the world in 194 days, 
will spend 12 gruelling days making 
his way round Argyll and the Isles. 

Mark’s Wild about Argyll challenge 
will see him follow a continuous trail 

that takes in every corner of the 
region. To complete the adventurous 
route, he will have to incorporate 
various sports such as sailing, open 
water swimming, kayaking, road and 
mountain biking and running. 

He will also tackle some of the most 
exhilarating activities, including 
quad biking, off-road motor biking 
and horse riding. 

And the grand finale will be a 
non-stop run across Colonsay’s 
MacPhies, which is a 20-mile route 
that contains 22 peaks that are all 
more than 300ft high.

Starting in Oban on July 24, Mark 
will explore the Inner Hebrides, 
then the Highland peaks and 
freshwater lochs before arriving 
back in Oban on August 3, where he 
will host Around the World and Back 
to Argyll at the Corran Halls – an 
evening of adventure, sharing short 
films and photography from around 
the world and his latest adventures 
here in Argyll.

Mark said: ‘My earliest memories 
are of living in Argyll, and I have 
always known that the Isles and 
mainland Argyll are a mecca for 

adventure sports, so I can’t wait to 
explore. 

‘This will be a seriously tough 
challenge, but I don’t think that I am 
going to get much sympathy as it’s a 
dream journey to attempt. 

‘I also look forward to sharing loads 
of media, so encourage everyone to 
follow me online, ask any questions 
and give comments. And, I have to 
admit, it is a few years since I have 
been on a horse, so that may be a new 
type of saddle sore.’

To view Mark’s schedule, visit www.
exploreargyll.co.uk. Mark Beaumont.
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In this series, The Oban Times’ resident Bodach (Gaelic: old man and, by experience, often a storyteller) looks through archive material 
for articles and pictures that preserve moments from the past. There is always a back story – and sometimes a future one. Bodach

Get in touch with your stories at bodach@obantimes.co.uk

Scotland and Europe
THE GOVERNMENT of 
the United Kingdom has held 
13 referendums since 1973. 

The majority have been 
associated with devolution 
in Scotland, Northern Ire-
land and Wales; and three 
UK-wide votes on continued 
membership of the Euro-
pean Economic Community 
(1975), the alternative vote 
system (2011), and last week’s 
on continued membership of 
the European Union. A ma-
jority of the electorate 51.9 
per cent voted to leave the 
EU, with the greatest support 
for an exit demonstrated by 
England and Wales. 

The results in Scotland and 
Northern Ireland were quite 
different – an overall ma-
jority voted to remain. The 
British Overseas Territory 
of Gibraltar returned a vote 
of 96 per cent in favour of 
remaining in the European 
Union, immediately trigger-
ing a renewed Spanish claim 
for joint territorial control. 

Closer to home, the division 
immediately precipitated 
questions on Scotland’s 
future within Europe and the 
United Kingdom. 

First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon articulated her 
intention to enter discussions 
with the remaining member 
states, and made it clear that 
Scotland’s 62 per cent vote 
in favour of remaining in the 
EU will likely lead to another 
referendum on independ-
ence. 

In 1975, the only constit-
uencies to return majority 
votes against remaining 
in the (then) EEC were in 

Scotland – Shetland and the 
Western Isles. This referen-
dum was conducted against 
a background of changes to 
local government implement-
ed by the Local Government 
(Scotland) Act 1973. Tradi-
tional units of administra-
tion – counties, burghs and 
districts – were replaced with 
a two-tier system of regional 
and district councils, except 
island councils which became 
unitary authorities (Orkney, 
Shetland, Western Isles). Of 
course, regional councils 
were abolished in 1996 along 
with 53 districts and replaced 
with 32 single-tier authorities 
in an effort to improve effi-
ciency, cohesion, accounta-
bility and effectiveness. 

The 2016 EU referendum 
result appeared to surprise 
even leading figures from 
both Leave and Remain 
campaigns. Certainly an 
atmosphere of unprepared-
ness prevails a week later: 
resignations, votes of no 
confidence, demands by 
devolved administrations 
and other member states, 
financial market uncertainty 
and currency devaluation, 
and the distinct absence of 
any exit strategy makes the 
United Kingdom look like it 
had very little clue about the 
immediate consequences and 
longer-term implications of 
such a decision.

Some people argue that 
the European Union was a 
bit of an experiment, and 
one that no longer suits the 
majority of its citizens. As a 
preventative measure against 
territorial expansionism and 

cultural intolerance it has 
been remarkably successful, 
and the encouragement of a 
closer community of states 
created a single karket to 
protect the free movement of 
people, goods, services and 
currency. 

The Treaties of Amsterdam 
and Maastricht defined 
union-wide defence and 
environmental policies, and 
the Schengen Agreement 
encouraged thousands of 
people to work and study in 
other countries, improving 
communications and cultural 
understanding. Inevitably 
bureaucratic, the structure 
and legislature are by no 
means perfect – laws, regu-
lations and directives exist 
to protect the environment 
and the majority of people 
most of the time and will 
periodically upset minority 
interests. The population of 
the European Union is about 
500 million. The population 
of the UK is 64.1 million, 
which at less than 10 per cent 
did not feel like a minority 
until last week. 

The British government will 
now have to invoke Article 50 
of the Treaty of the Europe-
an Union, but it may be the 
case that under the terms of 
the Scotland Act 1998 the 
Scottish Parliament must 
consent to a process to repeal 
EU legislation in Scotland. 
If Westminster has the legal 
power to over-ride Holyrood 
on this matter, then deeper 
and more pressing questions 
will be raised about Scot-
land’s future in the United 
Kingdom.

THE KILMALLIE Singers said 
farewell to their musical director/
conductor with a concert and pudding 
party on Thursday, June 16.

Andrew Simpson has been with the 
choir for a total of 21 years, starting 
as a tenor and taking over as musical 
director and conductor following the 
loss of Heather Moore in 2006.

He is now moving to near Stratford-
upon-Avon with his wife Angela to be 
closer to family.

The concert, conducted by choir 
chairwoman Ruth Stewart, consisted 
of an eclectic mix of musical styles, 
reflecting the range of performances 
the choir has put on under Mr Simp-
son’s directorship.

There were pieces by Mozart, Simon 
and Garfunkel, and some from musi-
cal theatre such as Les Miserables.

There was also a rendition of AB-
BA’s Thank you for the Music – and 
Andrew was given the chance to 

conduct the choir one last time as 
they sang an excerpt from Benjamin 
Britten’s Saint Nicholas which the 
choir performed at the gala concert at 
this years Loch Shiel Festival in April.

Choir member John Hutchison pro-
vided some nostalgia by looking back 
over Mr Simpson’s time with the choir 
and he read a poem in Scots that he 
had written for Mr Simpson.

Speaking afterwards about his 
time with the choir, Mr Simpson 

said: ‘You’ve given me a tremendous 
amount of pleasure and I move from 
here with great regret. It’s probably 
the hardest decision we’ve ever made 
but I shall take with me many great 
memories of making great music and 
leave behind, I hope, a legacy.’

There is now a vacancy for director/
conductor for when the choir resumes 
in the autumn and anyone interested 
in taking over the role is encouraged 
to get in touch via any choir member.

ENTRIES for Am Mòd Nàiseanta 
Rìoghail (Royal National Mòd) 2016 
have been flowing in thick and fast, 
but competitors entering online are 
reminded that the closing date is 
today, June 30.

The 2016 Mòd will be held in the 
Western Isles, for the sixth time in its 
history.

Janet MacDonald, Royal National 
Mòd director, said: ‘We hope that 
competitors will take full advantage 
of the extended closing date and get 
their entries in to us on time. 

‘The new, recently developed, 
online entry system has proved 
popular and has been used by many 
competitors already, with many 
more expected before the June 30 
deadline. If competitors experience 
any problems with entering, we’d ask 
them to contact An Comunn Gàid-
healach for guidance.

‘The gold medal final will again 
be broadcast live on BBC Alba and 
Radio nan Gàidheal on the Wednes-
day evening of Mòd week, following 
the success of a similar move for the 
Seann Nòs final a few years ago. 

‘This change has been very much 
welcomed by competitors and audi-
ences alike and we’re delighted that a 
larger audience has the opportunity 
to watch these competitions now.’

The return of Gaeldom’s premier 
cultural festival was welcomed by 
the convener of the local organising 
committee, Norman MacDonald. He 

said: ‘It is highly appropriate that the 
Mòd should return to the Western 
Isles as the whole ethos and thrust of 
the Mòd is to showcase and celebrate 
our rich language and culture. 

‘Gaelic is still the community 
language of the islands and Mòd 
attendees are assured of a genuine 
Hebridean welcome in the Western 
Isles this year.’

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar are 
also looking forward to the Mòd 
returning to the Western Isles, which 
is always a popular location with 
participants and audiences. 

Policy officer for Gaelic at the 
comhairle, Doileag MacLeod, said: 
‘Comhairle nan Eilean Siar is 
delighted to support the event this 
year and we are looking forward to 
welcoming competitors and visitors 
to the events. 

‘The comhairle has been, and 
continues to be, very supportive 
of the Gaelic language in all of its 
operations. 

‘We have taken the lead on the 
promotion and use of Gaelic and 
it is therefore appropriate that the 
premier Gaelic festival is being held 
in the Western Isles in October.’

Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail will 
be held in the Western Isles between 
October 14 and 22. For any further 
information regarding Am Mòd 
Nàiseanta Rìoghail, go to www.
ancomunn.co.uk or www.modna-
neileansiar2016.com.

Andrew conducts one last time: Andrew Simpson taking one � nal turn at conducting the Kilmallie Singers before he leaves the choir.
21_F26 Kilmallie singers party 01_

Choir bids a fond farewell to 
director with rousing concert

Last chance to be 
entered for Mòd

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
Festival of 

Architecture 
2016

St Conan’s Kirk, 
Lochawe

June 18 - July 3 
10am - 5pm

Talks/tours/walks/teas/
exhibitions

www.stconanskirk.org.uk

Great Western 
Crafters and 

Producers Market
Saturday 2nd July

11am - 4.30pm
Collection for 

Oban Playpark and 
Coffee Morning

AnComunnGàidhealeach

CRUACHAN  
BRANCH
SUMMER 
CEILIDHS

begin Thursday 7th July 
Taynuilt Village Hall at 7.30pm
Admission £4, Members £3,  

Children (5-16 yrs) £2

Oban U3A
Tuesday 5th July 2016 

at 10.30am

Studio Theatre and café area, 
Corran Halls, Oban

This is our monthly meeting. Do 
come for a cup of coffee and 
a chat. If you are interested in 

joining this is a good opportunity 
to meet some members and find 

out about the U3A.

Oban & Lorn 
Lions Club

Great Oban Bay 
Raft Race

Saturday 13th August 
For details contact

bill.coutts@
btinternet.com
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Summer
dining

The Wide 
Mouthed 
Frog Hotel & 
Restaurant
THE Wide Mouthed 
Frog Hotel & Restau-
rant is a family-owned 
and -run establishment 
that takes pride in its 
service and products.

The hotel is a great 
place to stay in Oban 
if you are in need of 
a relaxing break or 
somewhere to stay on 
continuation of your 
travels. 

All hotel rooms are 
en suite and provide 
tea and coffee making 
facilities. Set in a prime 
location at Dunstaffnage 
Marina with stunning 
views, the Wide 
Mouthed Frog Hotel 
& Restaurant offers great 

accommodation just 2.5 
miles from Oban. 

The Wide Mouthed 
Frog bar is well stocked 
with spirits, malts, 
champagne, wines, 
beers and real ales and 
also caters for private 
functions, offering a 
wide variety of meal 
options on request. 

The bar opens at 
11am serving drinks, 
snacks and lunches. 

A substantial evening 
menu with seafood 
specials is served in 
the restaurant which is 
stocked with the best 
locally-sourced pro-
duce and the seafood 
is caught fresh daily.

If you are up early 
enough, you can see the 
fishermen off-loading 
their catch from the 
marina situated near the 
hotel’s back garden.

Booking for evening 
meals in the restaurant 
is recommended. 

Join us for a two- or 
three-course Sunday 
roast special.

Two courses at £12.75 
or three at £15.75 for the 
Sunday roast special.

Starter
Soup of the day, cullen 
skink, prawn cocktail.

Mains
Traditional roast dinner, 

beef, lamb, pork, turkey
mash potato, roast pota-
to, Yorkshire pudding,
stuffing, three seasonal 
vegetables,

Choice of sauces
Apple sauce, mint sauce, 
horseradish sauce.

Homemade desserts
Sticky toffee pudding, 
treacle and lemon tart, 
apple pie.
All served with a choice 
of cream, ice-cream or 
custard.
Affectionately known as 
‘The Frog’, make sure 
you check out The Frog 
Restaurant – you won’t 
be disappointed.

If you would like to advertise in the Summer Dining 
section, please call our sales team on 01631 568000

ORGANISERS of Fèis na 
Mara have released the line-up 
for this year’s event.

The Fèis will be held in 
Mallaig on October 7 and 8 and 
will feature a range of bands 
and musicians from Scotland’s 
Celtic music scene.

Skye-based Celtic electronic 
fusion band Niteworks will be 
performing along with special 
guests, including Ellen Mac-
Donald on vocals, Fiona Mac-
Askill on fiddle and Andrew 

MacPherson on percussion.
Also on the bill are the tweed-

clad League of Gentleman 
who will play contemporary 
Scottish music along with some 
experimental ceòl – dealain 
(lightening music).

Federation of the Disco Pimp 
will be performing their usual 
mix of jazz, psychedelic, disco 
and funk.

The Scott Wood Band will 
bring their own Scottish com-
position to life with jazz, pop, 

rock and world influences.
Lochyside (Fort William) 

resident Hannah MacRae, 
who was a finalist in this year’s 
BBC Radio Scotland Young 
Traditional Musician of the 
Year, will be playing the fiddle 
along with guitarist Charlie 
Galloway, who studies with her 
at the Royal Conservatoire.

The Mischa MacPherson 
Trio, who are all graduates of 
the National Centre of Excel-
lence in Traditional Music in 

Plockton, will be performing 
Gaelic soul music.

The Hector Henderson Quat-
tro from Skye are returning 
to the Fèis after last year’s 
performance.

Resident Gaelic super group 
Dàimh will also be on the bill, 
along with local heroes Fras. 

Tickets will go on sale later 
in the year and they will be 
available from the Cornerstone 
Restaurant, the Steam Inn and 
the West Highland Hotel.

GLENCOE businessman David 
Cooper has this week published a 
book he has written.

David, who owns Crafts & Things 
in Glencoe, said of his book, entitled 
A Gap Life: ‘Capturing the spirit of 
the 1960s, this is the story of one 
man’s physical and spiritual journey 
through those extraordinary years.

‘Starting in Aberdeen, finishing in 
Glencoe, I travel across Europe, North 
America and Asia. From a commune 
in California to the rooftops of Istan-

bul, traversing the deserts of Iran and 
Afghanistan, crossing the Karakoram 
on foot, staying in Tibetan monasteries 
and remote Sumatran tribal villages, 
travelling alone, I encounter many 
iconic 1960s figures.

‘From R D Laing, John Lennon, 
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi and Allen 
Ginsberg, the acknowledged founder 
of the Beat Generation, my travels 
and meetings give us a unique in-
sight into a fascinating era, one that 
changed the world.’

EASDALE Primary School 
displayed a ‘past project’ on 
Wednesday last week, which 
looked at the Seil school’s 139-
year history, and took all 28 
pupils six months to make.

Fifty parents and curious 
islanders came to the open day 
in Ellenabeich to see the exhi-
bition. Mairi Livingstone, class 
teacher, explained: ‘We wanted 
to find out where past pupils 
were now and what they were 
doing, so the children from this 
school could go on to do what 
they wanted, where they wanted. 
We took the idea and it just 
escalated. They got 95 responses 
from 1943 to 2000.’

Children also learned about 
the world of work, with place-
ments at Ardmaddy Gardens, 
the Easdale ferry, Glensanda 
quarry and even with a pe-
troleum geologist, and guest 
speakers from the Hebridean 
Whale and Dolphin Trust to 
the Oban Chocolate Company. 
‘We just grabbed the postman,’ 
Mairi said. ‘Not many people 
got through the door without 
getting roped in.’ 

Project brings the past 
to life for school kids

Businessman has 
book published

Line-up announced for Fèis na Mara

The Easdale Primary School past project got a healthy response.

Pupils also recreated old 
black-and-white school year 
photographs, and plumbed 
Lochgilphead archives for log 
books dating from 1909, pick-
ing out dramatic handwritten 
entries such as the violent storm 
on January 28, 1927, which blew 
the school’s windows in.

One pupil told us: ‘We’ve done 
so much work. I wonder how 
much Blu-tack we’ve used.’

Acting head teacher Sheena 
Nisbet agreed: ‘It’s been a 
terrific amount of work they’ve 

all done, with the support of the 
community.’ She also praised 
the work of two teachers who 
mostly organised it: Ms Liv-
ingstone and principal teacher 
Adriana MacDougall.

Summing up the whole 
project, the kids scripted and 
filmed a 30-minute documen-
tary, premiered in a classroom 
with a red carpet and popcorn. 
‘I found out something horri-
ble,’ one boy told the camera. 
‘In 1940, the children had to go 
to school on a Saturday.’

DDIVINE
FOOD &
DRINK

Enjoy superb food & drink 
against the stunning backdrop 
of Loch Craignish in one of 
Argyll’s best kept secrets -  
The Galley of Lorne Inn

T: 01852 500 284 l www.galleyoflorne.co.uk

Ardfern,
by Oban

PA31 8QN

follow us online:
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Promote your business to over 
40,000 readers with The Oban Times.

Tel: 01631 568000WANTED

All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 
cruiser, all pickups single or double cabs, 

any condition, runner or not, 
high miles no problem.

Tel 07703490572 ask for Robert
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Uncertain times ahead for farming

Taking in the bluefaced Leicester 
judging, Allan MacKellar from Ben-
derloch said: ‘It was quite a surprise. I 
was for leaving the EU, and I believe 
we should give it a go. 

‘If you look back around 40 years we 
weren’t in the EU and we did alright. I 
think it was quite a brave decision, but 
after a year or two things will settle 
down.’

Attending last week’s Royal Highland Show, Argyll’s farmers were just as shocked as everyone 
else when dawn broke on Friday with the news that the UK had narrowly voted to leave the EU.

The referendum result was still sinking in when The Oban Times spoke to a few Argyll folk at 
Scotland’s biggest outdoor event.

Farming with her husband Alistair 
and family among the Cowal hills, 
Jill Campbell of Succoth Farm also 
expressed shock as the result sank in.

‘I don’t know what’s ahead of us,’ 
she said. ‘No country has ever voted 
to come out before. 

‘I still can’t quite believe it; it’s a 
massive thing and we’re heading for 

interesting times, that’s for sure.’
In spite of her shock, Mrs Camp-

bell still found time for a chuckle 
as she clutched her rather fetching, 
half-price brolly purchased at the 
show. 

‘Let’s just say I maybe haven’t spent 
as much at the show today as I might 
have done yesterday,’ she joked.

NFU Scotland stalwart Angus Mac-
Fadyen farms at Bragleenmore near 
Kilninver. 

He believes that the UK might have 
made a big mistake.

‘This referendum decision could end 
up being a disaster for farming,’ he 
said.

Mr MacFadyen, who chairs the 

NFUS environment and land use 
committee, added: ‘We have to look 
ahead. In my opinion Westminster 
and the UK government are not inter-
ested in farming. 

‘The NFUS has got to get into dis-
cussions with the Scottish Goverment 
as quickly as possible, and that is what 
we are doing.’

Thursday’s blackface sheep judge 
was Davy Jackson of Pole Farm in 
Lochgoilhead. 

Relaxing at the show as a spectator 
on Friday he said: ‘It’s a bit of a shock. 

‘The CAP system was going to 

change in 2020 anyway, so by the 
time an exit goes through we’ll be just 
about there. 

‘But you wouldn’t know whether 
it’s going to be a good thing or a bad 
thing.’

All the way from Furnace, Duncan 
Crawford was at the show with his 
family.

Duncan, who farms at Brenchoille 
near Auchindrain, said: ‘There are a 
lot of unknowns after this vote. 

‘People say that if Scotland votes 

for independence we could apply 
to rejoin the EU, but what kind of 
EU will it be by that time, if other 
countries decide they want a vote on 
membership?’

Duncan’s wife, Rhona, added: ‘It’s 
scary times ahead.’

Southend man John Semple, who 
manages Ellary Estate, Achahoish, 
said: ‘I wasn’t expecting that result.’ 

Mr Semple, who stood down earlier 
this year as the NFUS chair for Argyll 
and the Islands, continued: ‘But the 

only thing we can do is look forward 
positively. 

‘I can see a bigger role for the NFUS 
in negotiating with the Scottish Gov-
ernment in years to come, and that 
will be very important.’

Keith Campbell of Lochgoilhead is a 
director in the Argyll Holidays busi-
ness as well as being a sheep farmer. 
He took time out from stewarding 
duties at the Highland Show to offer 
his thoughts on the EU referendum 
decision. ‘I was really surprised at the 
result,’ said Mr Campbell, ‘and I just 
don’t know what is going to happen 
now and how this will affect our holi-

day or farming business. 
‘We have a lot of eastern European 

workers, and they are good staff. 
We’ve already had some on the phone 
asking how this will affect them, and 
the result was only announced a few 
hours ago.’

He added: ‘But I do think it will 
encourage another Scottish independ-
ence referendum.’

NFU Scotland branch chair for 
Argyll and the Islands, John 
Dickson, who farms on Bute, said: 
‘The EU referendum vote moves 
farmers and crofters into unchart-
ed territory but NFU Scotland has 
wasted no time in mapping out the 
road ahead.

‘Following the vote, our president 
met with Scottish Government 
officials at the Highland Show and 
the union’s board of directors has 
already participated in a telecon-
ference to discuss the implications 
of the Brexit vote.

‘Scottish farmers and crofters are 
resilient and will adapt to changing 
circumstances as details emerge 
in the coming months and years. 
NFU Scotland will be at the centre 
of those discussions, seeking the 
best deal possible for Scottish 
farming.

He added: ‘These are uncertain 
times, but if members want to dis-

cuss what might lie ahead, please 
get in touch with myself  on 01700 
505115, or regional manager Lucy 
Sumsion on 07787 434104.’  

The o�  cial NFU Scotland response 
to the EU referendum result

Davy Jackson from Pole Farm, left, with son Jock and daughter-in-law Natalie. 

Keith Campbell is concerned about the impact on workers.

Allan MacKellar – ‘a brave decision’. 

Could be ‘a disaster’ if union does not act quickly, says Angus MacFadyen. 

From Brenchoille Farm, Furnace, left to right, are Rhona, Caitlin, Izzy, Duncan 
and Brodie Crawford along with Rhona’s big brother, Brian Cocker. John Semple – ‘look ahead positively’. 

NFUS branch chairman, John 
Dickson. 06_a27rhsdickson01

TV farming series recognised by sheep industry
THE BBC is this year’s recipient 
of the National Sheep Association 
Scotland Silver Salver, awarded 
annually in recognition of an 
outstanding contribution to the 
Scottish sheep industry. 

BBC TV’s This Farming Life 
proved to be a huge hit with the 
non-farming public who were 
given a taste of the highs and lows 
experienced by the five farming 
families who took part. 

The award was presented on the 
Saturday afternoon in the NSA 
Scotland marquee at the Royal 
Highland Show to Samantha 
MacPhee and Alison Pinkney 
from the production team at the 
BBC.

Sybil and George MacPherson 
and Martin and Mel Irvine, stars 
of  This Farming Life present the 

award to, front left, Sam Machee 
and, front middle, Alison Pinkney 

from the BBC production team. 
a27_rhsbbc01no
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TRACTOR 
TOPPER

SLEWTEC
8ft inline Topper
Done very little 

work, in very good 
condition, 

£1250 + VAT ono
Tel 07785 721396

HEREFORD 
BULL FOR SALE, 

14 months, 
ready to work.

Telephone 
01360 850531 or 

07979093031.

THE FIRST parts of the Land Reform (Scotland) 
Act began on Tuesday, June 28.

Changes to the use of common good land, busi-
ness rates for shooting and deerstalking, and deer 
management have come into force.

Other parts including those on agricultural hold-
ings and landowners engaging with communities 
will begin later in the parliamentary session.

The provisions that have come into place at 
present will end the exemptions from business rates 
for shooting and deerstalking, meaning these will 
now be subject to the same arrangement as other 
Scottish businesses from April 2017.

Local authorities will now have the power to 
change the use of some types of common good 
land (land that used to belong to one of Scotland's 
burghs) if they apply for court consent.

There will also be new powers awarded on the 
management of deer populations.

Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate 
Change and Land Reform Roseanna Cunningham 
said: ‘I am pleased to note the first parts of this act 
come into force. 

‘The Land Reform Act builds on the foundations 
of this government’s wider programme of reform 
across urban and rural Scotland. The act will en-
able communities and individuals to own and use 
land to realise their full potential.

‘Today marks a vital next step in a wider and 
ongoing programme of reform across Scotland. 
A land rights and responsibilities statement and a 
Scottish Land Commission will follow. 

‘We will also support landowners to better engage 
with communities and will shortly begin to imple-
ment the act’s agricultural holdings provisions.

‘Implementing the act is not the end of our land 
reform journey but an important step in ensuring 
that land in Scotland delivers benefit for everyone.'

Duncan McPhail of Skernish Clydesdales preparing 
Davie the Clydesdale’s harness for his step-grand-

daughter, Leigh Smith, 18. 25_c27rhs04_duncanmcphail

ACCLAIMED as one of the 
best days out in Scotland, the 
Royal Highland Show has once 
again done the business.

There was plenty of business 
done over the four days of the 
event, held at the Ingliston 
showground between Thurs-
day and Sunday June  23 and 
26 – but the emphasis was on 
competition and fun for most 
of the 188,810 people who 
went along.

Argyll and the Isles were 
well represented across many 
aspects of this huge show, and 
the region’s sheep farmers 
were making their presence 
felt in the busy show rings.

Argyll hill farmer Davie 
Jackson performed judging 
duties among the blackface 
breed, and he awarded the 
MacGregor family of the 

Dyke, Milton of Campsie, the 
blackface championship for 
their aged tup. 

Travelling from Iona, An-
drew Prentice was placed first 
with his tup lamb, while J&J 
MacPherson, Balliemeanoch, 
Loch Awe, also featured, 
securing sixth place for their 
own tup lamb. 

The MacPhersons’ unshorn 
ewe with lamb at foot was 
placed fourth in her class. 
The ewe, off a £6,000 Con-
nachan sire, was a winner at 
last year’s Lorn, Mid Argyll 
and Dalmally shows. 

In sixth place in this class 
was a ewe shown by Andrew 
Campbell from Lochgoil-
head.

The judge said: ‘A lot of 
people have said it was the 
strongest show of blackies 

seen here for a number of 
years, and I would agree. 

‘Overall the standard was 
very good and pretty level 
and it was quite difficult to 
decide, but the champion tup 
from the Dyke had a great 
conformation and was very 
correct.’

Shown by farm manager 
John MacLachlan, traditional 
type bluefaced Leicesters 
from J&M Turner, Kildalloig, 
Campbeltown, performed 
very well.

Mr MacLachlan was delight-
ed to come away with first 
prize for his ewe lamb, which 
was later awarded the overall 
reserve female champion 
title. The Kildalloig team also 
won fourth for their tup and 
sixth for a ewe.

Among the crossing type 

bluefaced Leicesters, pow-
erful two-shear tup Midlock 
Knight Rider was placed first. 
Co-owned by Andrew Camp-
bell from Lochgoilhead and 
Drymen’s Jamie Pirie, the tup 
is off Midlock Mustang.

Great supporters of the 
show are the MacLean family 
from Heylipol Farm on the 
Isle of Tiree. Among a huge 
entry of Beltex sheep, in 
which Maybole farmer John 
Barclay had the unenviable 
task of placing the winners, 
Alasdair MacLean achieved 
a fifth place rosette with 
his ewe lamb in a 48-strong 
field. The winning lamb is by 
Callacrag Wise Crack out of 
Tiree Sophie.

Across the showground, 
the Highland cattle lines saw 
some familiar Argyll faces.

Argyll’s farmers make 
major contribution to 
Scotland’s showcase

This is just one class in a large entry of Beltex sheep. 06_a27rhs17

With winning bluefaced Leicester lamb, Kildalloig 
manager John MacLachlan. 06_a27rhs15

Fraser Boyd with Highland pony Peggy of Combebank in the show 
ring. a27_rhsboyd02

Grant MacPher-
son, Balliemean-

och, with the 
fourth-placed 

blackface rough 
ewe. 06_a27rhs19

Catherine McKechnie with her champion young bull, Dochie 1st of 
Gartocharn. 06_a27rhs22

New act will enable greater 
public ownership of land

www.fishfarmermagazine.com
www.fishupdate.com

The industry MUST READ every month 
Inside the latest issue

Brussels 2016 - who was and wasn’t there
Industry Pioneer - Dennis Overton
Wellboats  - Solvtrans & Intership

PLUS . NEWS UK & WORLDWIDE . INNOVATION . 
PROCESSING NEWS .  OPINION

Print and

digital 

subscriptions 

available

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com
Official magazine of the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs

�e NEW-LOOK Scots Heritage Magazine is an 
unbeatable read with features on the events which 

forged this nation, clans, genealogy, great Scots plus a 
wealth of articles and features on Scottish 

history and stunning photography
Keeping Scots at home and abroad in 

touch with their heritage

subscribe for only 
£15 

a year

NEW 

ISSUE 
OUT 
NOW
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A FISH farm manager from Fiunary was crowned 
as Young Producer of the Year in the prestigious 
M&S Farming for the Future awards at the Royal 
Highland Show last week.

Andrew MacLeannan, who works for Scottish 
Sea Farms near Oban, has been recognised for his 
outstanding contribution to sustainable farming.

Andrew, 27, was shortlisted for the award for his 
role in managing the supply of Lochmuir salmon 
to M&S, as well as for his ongoing commitment to 
preserving the local environment.

Scottish Sea Farms has also won the Rural Com-
munities Award for its Heart of the Community 
Trust (HCT) set up in 2011, which helps support 
local charitable and community initiatives. To 
date the HCT has distributed in excess of £500,000 
to a variety of di� erent causes and has bene� ted 
around 27,000 people living in largely rural, coastal 
communities.

Andrew started working for Scottish Sea Farms 
four years ago as a trainee in � sh husbandry and 
has also collaborated with other farm managers in 
the area and a specialist net company to secure the 
production of a uniquely designed net and weight-
ing system, which enables them to be cleaned 
easily and thoroughly.

Despite the challenging location of the farm and 

potential biological threats posed by other sea 
species in the area, the judges of the awards were 
impressed with Andrew’s strong understanding of 
� sh biology and were impressed with his passion 
for the industry.

M&S Farming for the Future is a programme of in-
itiatives which champions sustainability and inno-
vation. The programme is designed to help farmers 
identify opportunities for improvement, increase 
their pro� tability and provide a sustainable supply 
chain that can continue to deliver quality and inno-
vation for the long term.  

Steve Mclean, M&S head of agriculture and � sh-
eries, said: ‘We are delighted to honour Andrew as 
one of this year’s Farming for the Future award win-
ners. Every year it becomes even harder to choose 
the winners, as each individual on our shortlist has 
gone the extra mile to set them apart from the 
competition. 

‘I’d like to congratulate Andrew and his team for 
the forward-thinking approach and dedication 
to farming excellence. His proactive attitude and 
leadership skills make him a deserving winner. 

‘The commitment to innovation, best practice 
and future-proof farming is incredibly impressive 
and is testament to the e� ort and drive he has 
shown.’

Willie MacLean from West 
Ferlochan, Benderloch, was 
there with daughter Lynne 
showing cattle from Michael 
Poland’s Mottistone fold. 
Lynne proudly led two-year-
old bull Eoin Mhor 15th of 
Mottistone – an animal that 
was male champion at both 
Stirling and the Doune and 
Dunblane show in 2015 – to a 
third prize in his class. 

There was another Argyll 
connection among the 
prize winners. Catherine 
MacKechnie, originally from 
Kilfinan but now farming at 
Gartocharn, had show success 
with her Highlanders. Among 
a clutch of rosettes, Mrs 
MacKechnie won the young 
bull class with Dochie 1st of 
Gartocharn, also deemed 
best junior Highlander.

Among the horses, Fraser 
and Lorna Boyd from Arden-
tinny are show regulars. 

With their Highland pony 
mare Peggy of Combebank, 
they secured fourth in the 
yeld mare in-hand class. 

Since her supreme champi-
onship at Drymen this year 
she has been nursery novice 
ridden champion and reserve 
novice ridden champion in 
the Picton finals at the Na-
tional Pony Society show at 
Strathallan Castle, qualifying 
for the finals at Malvern in 
August. 

David and Callum 
MacPhail, the Moy, Campbel-
town, won a first prize in the 
Clydesdales for their mare 
Garcal-fra Sweet Chloe with 
foal at foot, with their foal 
– by Dillars Top Gun – also 

winning the reserve female 
champion title.

Duncan McPhail of 
Skernish, Glenbarr, was also 
there with Clydesdale horses 
in harness, competing in the 
harness and driving open 
single cart class among had 
a field of 24, said to be the 
largest assembled in Britain.

There was much more for 
Argyll to be proud of at the 
Highland Show – including a 
recruitment first prize for the 
Argyll district young farmers; 
a woodland award for Kilfi-
nan community forest and 
some fantastic food exhibits.

Royal Highland and Agri-
cultural Society of Scotland 
chairman Willie Gill said: 
‘Once again the Royal High-
land Show has proven that, 
along with being the coun-

try’s premier exhibition for 
the finest livestock, it is one 
of Scotland’s favourite days 
out. It is also a great stage on 
which to do business, and we 
know that a number of deals 
have been struck over the four 
days, which is great to hear. 

‘A lot of planning goes into 
this event and I’d like to take 
this opportunity to thank all 
of our exhibitors, sponsors, 
staff and visitors, without 
whom the show wouldn’t be 
able happen, and who enable 
RHASS to carry out its char-
itable remit of promoting and 
protecting the interests of 
land-based industries here in 
Scotland.

‘We are looking forward to 
seeing everyone back here 
in 2017 for what will be the 
177th Royal Highland Show.’

Scottish Sea Farms’ Victoria McDowell and Andrew MacLeannan with their certi� cates.

Fiunary � sh farm manager 
awarded top title at show

Andrew Campbell with his co-owned winning tup, Midlock Knight Rider. 06_a27rhs06

Lynne MacLean with Highland bull Eoin 
Mhor 15th of Mottistone, a third prize 

winner. 06_a27rhs24

From Tiree, Alas-
dair MacLean and 

his Beltex ewe 
lamb that came 

an excellent � fth 
in a competitive 

class. 06_a27rhs20

TV celebrity 
and Dalmally 
farmer Sybil 
MacPherson, 
centre, 
pictured with 
John and 
Deirdre Burton, 
Cononish, 
Tyndrum. 
06_a27rhs18

Shear charity madness for 
celebrity farming couple
THINGS might be hairy after the EU 
referendum, but a TV celebrity farming 
couple from Dalmally sorted that out 
in front of a big crowd at the Highland 
Show.

Just as featured in highly-acclaimed 
BBC series This Farming Life, Sybil 
MacPherson clipped her husband 
George’s lambing-time beard. 

George’s majestic beard took around 
five minutes to remove last Sunday 
afternoon, with Sybil starting her task 
using traditional hand-held shears be-

fore moving to electric clippers for the 
closer work. 

Radio and TV presenter Bryan Bur-
nett provided a commentary during the 
clipping, while sheep steward Jimmy 
Warnock explained the various posi-
tions and techniques Sybil used during 
the shearing process.

The couple have managed to raise 
more than £4,000 for far for Macmillan 
Cancer Care with their shearing extrav-
aganza. 

Sybil, who is also chairman of the 

National Sheep Association Scotland, 
said shearing George was substantially 
more challenging than shearing a sheep 
for many reasons, not least his ability to 
voice his opinion on her technique. 

Undaunted by his very public clipping, 
the now clean-shaven George is already 
planning to let his beard grow even 
longer next year before he lets Sybil get 
her clippers near it.

If you would like to support their char-
ity efforts, visit the Justgiving website 
entitled ‘The Clipping of George’.

A hirsute George. a27rhsbeard01no

Sybil gets to work. 
a27rhsbeard02no

And a wee peck to 
� nish. a27rhsbeard03no
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Telephone 07340367285 or 
01382 843415

WANTED
Any 4x4, Landrover, Nissan, 
Mitsubishi, Toyota etc, MOT 

failure or high mileage 
considered.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

Contact William 07730 130284 or email 
wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED
Wanted motor homes, caravanettes 

and camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans and 

statics, instant decision,
same day payment.

Tel 0135 626 013

WANTED
Motor Homes, Caravans and 

Camper Vans, any year size or 
condition, even damp or damaged.

Will collect.

01355 301008 or 07706 4I6065

 TOYOTA HILUX D/C 3.0
D4-D Auto 2009, 
Leather, cruise, AC, 
tinted, 1 owner, V.G.C, 
Prolong treated, alloy 
tonneau + Ifor canopy, 
144k,14 Dealer service 
stamps. Glasgow/Ross 
of Mull.
£7,500ono No VAT

Call 
01631 

568000 
to sell your

car, van,
caravan or 
boat with 

The Oban Times

For enquiries tel 01631 581030

Mazda MX5

Looking for loving home. Comes 
with hard top and soft top. No 

leaks. Body needs attention. MOT 
till September 2016.

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes, any age or condition. 
We also buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all types of 
touring caravans from 85 onwards.

Telephone 01250 884306 
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Toyotas, Nissan, any 
4 x 4 consiered, also non-runners, 

failures, single or double cab.
� nd us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

NEW 
CAR 
INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray
Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Tel 07824349309

 2010 Mitsubishi Shogun Warrior
61,000 miles,  MoT 
March 17,
FSH, 2 owners from 
new, immaculate 
condition
£12000 ono

Tel. 07585551632

Landrover Defender 110 xs
Crew cab pick up 2.2D, 
2012 model. 12 Mths 
MOT. Full dealer 
service history. 59000 
miles. Ifor Williams 
canopy. Lots of extras. 
Excellent condition 
inside/ out. 
£19,000 inc. VAT

Atlantic Fisher 480

07552 695252

Day � shing boat with 
cuddy and trailer. 
40hp Mariner 4-stroke 
engine and Johnson 
auxiliary. Fish � nder 
and GPS. Located 
Ardnanurchan.

£8,000 ono

Good Clinker Sea Boat

Allan MacDonald, Nairn 
01667 452459/07534 816211

(built at Eyemouth) 
23ft by 8ft on 4 
wheeled trailer. Boat 
needs the attention 
of a good tradesman. 
To be sold as is. 
Available to view in 
Skye.
Price for boat as is 
£5,000 
trailer £2,000

Call  today on 07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH
All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models 

wanted. Guarenteed best price, no 
hassle, free collection anywhere. 
Land Rover Defender, Discovery, 
Freelander Range Rover, Vauxhall 
Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land Cuiser, 
Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, 

Nissan Navara, Terrano, Patrol, 
X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo. 

+ All other 4x4 Vehicles, 
4X4 Pickups, etc. Single Vehicles or 

� eet purchases.
Any age nearly new or old, any 

conditions from perfect to written 
o� , non runners, rotten, no MOT, high 
mileage, blown engine, overheating 

etc. Cash in hand, no hassle, best cash
price guaranteed.

16ft Orkney Fastliner

07733 257985

A great boat with 
road trailer, oars, rod 
holders and a bracket 
for auxiliary engine. 
Comes with 18 HP 
Tohatsu engine. Can 
deliver to Oban.

£2,500

Tel: 01880 740237

2004 RENAULT TRAFIC TROOPER
Campervan, 
Professionally
 � tted out
Nice condition
£7,500

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

LOGIC SCRUB BUSTER
1 meter cut, � otation 
tyres, 18hp this machine 
cuts bracken, rushes in 
fact everything, ex royal 
highland display model
Finance & Delivery 
Arranged
Special Price £4,200 
+ VAT Save Over £600

Tel 079806 71267

TOYOTA 1.3 Model
Small automatic 
car, 40 miles 
per gallon. Only 
60,000 miles, new 
parts, 5 months 
MOT.
£650

Tel 01770 700 599

Citroen Berlingo Multispace
1.9 Diesel, 52 reg. Low 
mileage, only 49,000. 
Excellent condition, 
new timing belt and 
battery. 12 Months 
MOT, full service 
history.
£1,900

Tel 07955 922325 (Lochgilphead)

Hymer Nova 570 GS

Lovely 
condition, 
supplied with all 
the equipment,  
just hitch up 
and go.
£5995 ono

 Tel. 07554571070

Ford Focus 1.8TDCi Turbo Diesel
55 reg. 18 inch alloys, 
4 new tyres, towbar 
& electrics, 5 months 
MOT, 4 door hatch, 
very good on fuel, 
good mechanically,
cheap road tax.
£850 ono

IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST CALL 
BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM TO GET YOUR 
SECOND WEEK FREE £32
DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000

Tel: 07501 290725

VW LT46 TDi, Reg 04

Full accessible 16 
Seater minibus. 
Rear folding ramp, 
wheel chair winch, 
air suspension, 
eng management 
intermittent fault.
O� ers

01852 500649

Ford Transit 350T Van
L.W.B med/
high roof 09 reg, 
139,000 miles
Service history,  
no vat
£3,500ovno

EQySc
ot
tis
h
Fi
el
d® SCOTLAND’S PREMIER EQUESTRIAN MAGAZINE

FREE WITH JULY’S
ScottishField

®

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com
Official magazine of the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs

�e NEW-LOOK Scots Heritage Magazine is an 
unbeatable read with features on the events which 

forged this nation, clans, genealogy, great Scots plus a 
wealth of articles and features on Scottish 

history and stunning photography
Keeping Scots at home and abroad in 

touch with their heritage

subscribe for only 
£15 

a year

NEW 

ISSUE 
OUT 
NOW
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  FORMER  KRISP PRINT OFFICE AND WORKSHOP  CAMPBELTOWN OFFERS IN THE REGION OF £40,000

Having had to move their expanding business to a larger premises the former Krisp Print OFFICE & WORKSHOP is now being 
offered to the market for sale. The property has an excellent trading situation being only a few moments walking distance from the 
centre of the town. Measuring approximately 92 sqm the premises could certainly be used for a wide variety of commercial uses, 
provided the necessary local authority consents are obtained. Divided into two main areas, the reception/ offi ce area has two wall 
mounted electric heaters, several power points and a telephone point. The main workshop is huge and extremely bright having a three 
large north west facing windows overlooking the rear courtyard which has a large portacabin belonging exclusively to the property.
An excellent opportunity to acquire a substantial building with diverse possibilities.

The Property Shop, 24/26 Longrow South, Campbeltown
Tel: 01586 553737     www.sbsproperty.co.uk    Email: sales@sbsproperty.co.uk

Also at  Colchester Square, Lochgilphead 
Tel: 01546 602903

WANTEDTO LET
WANTED

Fort William area
Large 5+ bedroom 

family house wanted that 
has not been already 

advertised.
Ideally for purchase but 

willing to rent.
Within 30mins driving 

distance of Fort William
Immediate access is 

possible.
Please contact 

Mr Gideon Pringle 
07747 487 232

The Rockport Hotel, Oban
•  8 Bedroom Town Centre Hotel
•  Recently refurbished to a high standard
•  Lounge Bar, Restaurant and large Beer 

Garden/Patio
•  Priced for a quick sale

Leasehold - Offers invited
Freehold - OIRO £350,000

Tel: 01786 870555
www.seymourandclink.com

TO LET - OBAN
MODERN SELF CONTAINED 

BUSINESS SUITE
WITH AMPLE PRIVATE CAR PARKING

COMPETITIVE TERMS & 
INCENTIVES AVAILABLE 

CALL ANGUS – 07899995689
Suitable for a variety of uses including: - 

offi  ces, consultancy, medical/dental clinic, 
IT workshop, trade counter, fi le storage

THE RESULT of the referendum draws a line 
under the campaigns of the last few months.

The British people have decided the UK 
should leave the EU. There now follows a vote 
in parliament and a detailed negotiation for 
the UK’s exit.

Whatever their previous political differences, 
ministers must now focus on providing a 
stable government. The Prime Minister has 
pledged to ‘steady the ship’ before stepping 
down and the resulting leadership race should 
not distract from working towards an orderly 
transition.

Uncertainty over the re-negotiation and the 
UK’s future relationship with the EU must be 
minimised by laying out a clear timeline and 
set of ambitions. The Chancellor’s proposed 
‘Brexit Budget’ must be careful to reassure 
property markets. First Ministers in the 
devolved nations are expected to play their 
part in providing this reassurance.

There are questions around the impact 
on access to a skilled workforce to meet the 
country’s construction and infrastructure 
needs. We need reassurance that workforce 
migration will be addressed as a priority 
and it must not be allowed to impact on 
the attractiveness of the UK for investment, 
or as a place where major corporate and 

industrial occupiers want to do business. 
Given their role in the economy, property 
and construction require stability, clarity and 
certainty. With regards to our relationship 
with the EU, we need to ensure investment 
into UK property and infrastructure continues. 
While Whitehall focuses energies into 
the exit negotiation, Britain must 
meet the housing supply and 
infrastructure challenges 
it continues to face. Projects 
or property transactions 
which were delayed, shelved or 
postponed due to the uncertainty 
surrounding the referendum 
must be given the con� dence 
and security to begin to move 
again.

What this means for 
Scotland
First Ministers in the 
devolved nations are 
expected to play their part 
in providing reassurance. 
Therefore, despite talk 
of a future referendum 
for Scotland, we must 

adopt a collaborative UK approach when 
detailing the strategy for the UK’s exit.

While Holyrood focuses energy on this exit 
negotiation, the UK must meet the housing 
supply and infrastructure challenges it continues 
to face.

Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors responds to the result of the EU referendum

Properties for sale and let

w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk  t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)
  t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

The British rental 
market is so strong 

at the moment that 
even the vote to leave the EU in 
the June 23 referendum should 
have little to no e� ect on its overall 
health.

According to a survey released 
by the Association of Residential 
Letting Agents (ARLA), the 
majority of those operating in 
the sector believe the three main 
factors that contribute to sector 
health - supply, demand and 
pricing - will remain una� ected, 
allowing the market to continue 
its growth moving forward. 

In the survey, 65 per cent of 
respondents said they feel the 
levels of supply across the nation 
will be a� ected, with landlords 
still likely to invest when the UK 
leaves the EU. This compared to 
just 22 per cent of letting agents 
who said they believe the ‘Brexit’ 
vote will mean fewer rental homes 
becoming available.

As well as this, demand should 
remain steady, the majority 

believe, with as many as 55 per 
cent saying there will be little to 
no negative impact of the ‘Brexit’ 
vote on the number of tenants 
in the market. On the � ipside, 31 
per cent believe the UK becoming 
less of an attractive prospect for 
relocation would mean a fall in 
demand. 

And when it comes to what 
tenants are having to pay to live 
in rented homes, letting agents 
also believe there will be only 
negligible changes, with as few 
as 19 per cent predicting any 
signi� cant upwards pressure on 
pricing for landlords in the wake 
of the ‘leave’ vote. 

It’s important to put this into 
perspective and not get carried 
away in a zeitgeist. The lettings 
market hosts a large number of 
non-UK born citizens and any 
change in migration policy is 
likely to have an impact down the 
line, especially in places such as 
London. 

However, the immediacy of this 
e� ect is likely to be minimal.

Rental market tipped to stay 
strong, even after ‘Brexit’

Uisken, Bunessan

OIRO £255,000

• Extended Traditional 
Grade B Listed Cottage

• Beautifully restored cottage
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• 0.25 acres private garden
• Remote situation with 

village amenities close by
• EPC Rating - D67

Braigh - O� ers a rare opportunity to purchase 
a lovingly restored traditional Grade B Listed 
cottage with modern annex. The cottage was 
originally thatched and formed part of the historic 
settlement of Knocknafenaig, the ruined remains 
of which can be seen surrounding Braigh. 

4 Stevenson Street, Oban

£375
Per Calendar Month

• One bedroom � at
• Located Centrally in Oban
• Unfurnished
• White goods included
• Council Tax Band A
• EPC - D
• Landlord Reg: 

91986/130/31040
• Deposit and References required

Four, well presented 1 bedroom flats available in 
Oban town centre. Each bright flat comprises of 
lounge/kitchen area, bedroom and bathroom.

AVAILABLE OBAN 
TOWN CENTRE

Hawthorn, Appin

£575
Per Calendar Month

• 2 Bedrooms
• 1 En-suite
• Private Garden
• Parking
• Newly Refurbished
• Stunning views over Appin
• Bright & Airy
• Landlord Registration: 466844/130/18521
• EPC: D (60)
• AVAILABLE JUNE

Spacious 2 bedroom semi-detached bungalow. This property 
has been recently renovated throughout and is � nished to a high 
standard. The accommodation comprises of a large lounge, kitchen, 
family bathroom and 2 bedrooms, one with an en suite shower room.

AVAILABLE 
IN APPIN

25 Stevenson Street, Oban

£460
Per Calendar Month

• One bedroom � at
• Located Centrally in Oban
• Unfurnished First Floor
• Council Tax Band A
• EPC - B(84)
• Landlord Reg: 342259/130/31461
• Deposit and References required
• AVAILABLE NOW

One bedroom � at located centrally in Oban. 
Open plan living room and modern kitchen with 
spacious double bedroom and shower bathroom.

3 FLATS 
AVAILABLE SOON

Now managing 
properti es in 
Fort William! 

Call our offi  ce for a 
free appraisal today.

Strongarbh Park, Tobermory

OIEO £255,000
Callicvol - A detached 4 bedroom house in an elevated position 
above the town of Tobermory on the Isle of Mull. Currently run as a 
small B&B Callicvol comprises a large lounge/diner, separate lounge, 
kitchen, family bathroom and two double bedrooms on the ground 
fl oor. Upstairs are two further bedrooms and a shower room.

• Detached House
• 4 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Elevated position
• Stunning views over 

Tobermory Bay
• Large decking
• EPC Rating - D (62)

Burnsall, North Connel

OIRO £480,000
Burnsall off ers a rare opportunity to purchase a magnifi cent family 
home in a stunning and most desirable position. With around 3,000 
square feet of accommodation, generous family rooms, fi ve bedrooms, 
four bathrooms and an annex with separate living room, dining kitchen, 
bedroom and wet-room, Burnsall off ers any purchaser a high degree of 
fl exibility.

• Spacious Detached House with Annex
• 6 Bedroom / 5 Bathroom / Gym
• Stunning views of Loch Etive
• Large Private Garden
• Driveway parking for multiple vehicles
• Highly sought after location
• EPC - E52

Moorcroft, North Connel

OIRO £440,000
Moorcroft is a truly exceptional detached home occupying an enviable 
position in the highly sought-after settlement of North Connel. With 
spectacular views down Loch Etive towards Ben Cruachan, the original 
early 19th Century cottage has been comprehensively upgraded and 
sympathetically extended, whilst still retaining a host of original features. 

• Detached 5 bedroom house with 
holiday rental

• Set in approx. 0.9 acres
• Highly sought-after location
• Additional 1.5 Acre paddock/possible plot
• Spectacular loch and mountain views
• EPC Rating - F(34)
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RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

Staff  Nurse
With NHS Highland, Campbeltown based

htt ps://hijobs.net/job/40560

Casework Assistant
With Citi zens Advice Bureau, Lochaber based

htt ps://hijobs.net/job/40542

Disti llery Manager
With Drimnin Disti llery Limited, Lochaber based

htt ps://hijobs.net/job/40370

Retail Assistant
With Farmfoods, Inverness based

htt ps://hijobs.net/job/40508

SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS hijobs.net

VIEW ALL JOBS AT hijobs.net

Comar - Mull Theatre & An Tobar, is recruiting for an experienced 
General Manager to join our small and valued team, based in our newly built 

open-plan office at Mull Theatre, Tobermory on the Isle of Mull.
 

The role is a new and vital management position within the company, 
reporting to the Artistic Director and working alongside senior creative staff
 to secure resources for our high quality programme, while ensuring that our 

team of marketing, administrative, financial, venue and other staff are 
performing well and are supported in their own development. 

For further details please see our website with full job description and 
details of how to apply at comar.co.uk, or call 01688 302673 

COMAR
GENERAL MANAGER

KAMES FISH FARMING LIMITED
Require a

Fresh Water Husbandry 
Assistant

We are currently recruiting for a full-time 
Fresh Water Husbandry Assistant to work 
in a small team producing S0 & S1 Salmon 
Smolts at fresh water cages in nearby 
hill lochs and also Rainbow Trout fry and 
smolts at our Kilmelford Hatchery, which 
has a recirculation development planned 
for 2017.
The successful applicant will be given the 
rare opportunity to work with both juvenile 
Salmon and Rainbow trout and would 
be suited to someone who is looking to 
develop an exciting career in aquaculture.
They will be enthusiastic, self-motivated 
and reliable with a full Uk Driving Licence, 
previous experience on a fish farm would 
be desirable.
Salary dependent on experience, skills and 
knowledge.

Please send your CV with qualifications 
and accompanying letter to:-

Jean Haslam 
Kames Fish Farming Limited
Kilmelford, Oban PA34 4XA

fish@kames.co.uk
Tel: 01852 200286

We are looking for an office assistant
to join our Oban office

R A Clement Associates have a vacancy in our
very busy office for an office assistant. The
position will entail carrying files between the 2
Oban offices, running errands and various
administrative duties.

Please reply by mail, including your C.V. to:
Mrs Helen Clark, Office Manager,
R A Clement Associates,
5 Argyll Square, Oban,
Argyll PA34 4AZ

NORTH ARGYLL HOUSE
Care Home For The Elderly

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
We have vacancies for

Senior Care Assistant - 16hrs, £10.25 per hour
Domestic Assistant - 20hrs £7.46 per hour

Both positions are permanent
For an application form and job description 
contact manager Morag Telfer 01631 562168

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited has a requirement for:

Retail Trainees
An exciting opportunity has arisen for Retail Trainees to join our 	 eet. 

The successful candidates will be be the � rst in Scotland to enter into a Modern Apprenticeship 
in Maritime Hospitality and Retail delivered by the City of Glasgow College following its 
multimillion pound transformation.

You will be paid a generous salary throughout, and all college, travel and accommodation 
fees will be paid by the Company. We are proud of our supportive working environment 
and trainees will have a mentor and on-going support from the Company and college.

Initially you will spend 4-6 weeks at college in Glasgow commencing mid-September 
2016. You will then join the crew living and working on board on a 2 week on/2 week off 
pattern over 4 months developing and being assessed on your growing skills. You may then 
have to attend other short periods at college followed by more time at sea. 

For more information and to apply, please visit our website at 
www.calmac.co.uk/careers/careers-at-calmac no later than 15 July 2016.

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

FULL TIME BAR MANAGER 
REQUIRED FOR BAR RIO

Please send your CV and 
Covering Letter to Darrel.

Darrel.Williams@sgehotels.com
01631 562183

FULL TIME BAR MANAGER 

Customer Service Agent/delivery drivers 
(based at Oban and Lochgilphead)

Varied and responsible position for conscientious and enthusiastic person 
with customer care skills, involving delivery of bottled gas, counter/ tele sales, 
bespoke computerised system.
ADR, forklift, 7.5 T licence preferable.

Accounts / administrator (based at Oban)
Enthusiastic person with excellent organisation and communication skills.
Preferably experienced/ quali� ed with knowledge of Sage and accounts 
systems, telephone reception and general admin duties.
Flexible working hours considered

Email cv to susan@argyllresources.co.uk or post to Argyll Resources, 
John MacLachlan Ltd Head O�  ce, Torran gorm Industrial Estate, Oban 

PA34 4PL. Tel 01631 566370

West Highland Gas Ltd

Owned by Aggregate Industries, Glensanda is the largest 
granite-producing quarry in Europe. We are looking for two 
Mechanical Engineering apprentices to join our Fixed Plant 
Maintenance team and gain valuable hands-on experience 
working in this exciting environment. 
Over a four year period, you will be offered the opportunity to 
develop practical skills on-site, whilst working towards a BTEC 
level 3, with regular visits to College. 
Self-motivated, with a can do attitude, you will possess 5 GCSE’s 
grade A*-C (or equivalent) to include English Language, Science 
and Maths. If you are interested and  available to start in September 
2016, please contact: apprentice.recruitment@aggregate.com 
quoting reference: ENGAPPGLEN
Closing date for applications: 17th July 2016

Engineering 
Apprenticeships
Glensanda, Oban      Attractive salary & benefits package

We believe in Equal Opportunities for all employees.

www.scottishfield.co.uk

WIN EDINBURGH GIN PRIZES PLUS TICKETS TO 
GALLOWAY COUNTRY FAIR

AUGUST 
ISSUE OUT
NOWNOW

100 things to
do with the 
kids this 
summer 

Stunning conversion 
of an Applecross 
boat store
Recipes from 
The Three 
Chimneys
Borders belle
Phamie Gow

10

DAVID CAMERON’S 
SCOTTISH RAGS-
TO-RICHES STORY 

10SCOTTISH FIELD’S 
BEST CARS OF THE 
YEARTOP

De-licing Systems Manager 
Marine Harvest Scotland is the largest producer of Atlantic salmon 
in Scotland. The Company employs a workforce of over 600 
throughout the Highlands and Islands and produces over 50,000 
tonnes of salmon annually. Our farming operations are based 
in Fort William and the Company prides itself in being a major 
employer of skilled people and strives to produce high quality, 
healthy and nutritious seafood in the most sustainable way. 
Over the coming years Marine Harvest has announced plans to 
invest over £100 million to integrate and grow its farming and fish 
feed production business in Scotland. We are proud of our 50 year 
heritage in the Scottish Highlands and Islands and the support we 
have from local communities and our dedicated workforce.
This year has marked the arrival of new non chemical methods 
in lice treatment.  We currently operate 2 Hydrolicing machines.  
A further 3 systems, including a Thermolicer, are due to be in 
operation before October.
These machines are proving highly effective for the non chemical 
removal and capture of sea lice.  Operating 16hrs every day each 
system has a dedicated crew of 4 who are further supported by 
farm staff.     
We are currently looking to recruit a suitably qualified, experienced 
and highly motivated individual to take on the operational 
responsibility for this new and specialised area in farming.  
Reporting to the Seawater Manager this role will be responsible for 
the co-ordination, man management, performance improvement 
and technical development of this specialist service operation.
Applicants, who must already be experienced within the salmonid 
industry, must have a demonstrable proven track record in 
developing new techniques into farming operations. Strong 
interpersonal, communication and first class organisation and 
planning skills as well as the ability to problem solve and motivate 
and achieve results through the success of others are some of the 
key attributes required for this post. In addition, applicants should 
have a full driving license and be prepared to undertake significant 
travel as required.
In return the successful candidate will benefit from an attractive 
salary package, including bonus, company vehicle and the 
opportunity to develop their career through this exciting role. 
If you have the drive, commitment and enthusiastic personality that 
is required for this interesting, important and novel role, coupled 
with the relevant experience, please apply in writing, no later than 
Thursday 14th July, stating your reasons for applying and your 
relevant skills and experiences to:  Vicky Ferguson, HR Manager, 
Marine Harvest Scotland, Stob Ban House, Glen Nevis Business 
Park, Fort William, PH33 6RX
Informal enquires can be addressed to David MacGillivray, 
Seawater Manager, Marine Harvest Scotland, Stob Ban House, 
Glen Nevis Business Park, Fort William, PH33 6RX
E-mail: david.macgillivray@marineharvest.com
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First Registration 
of a Croft

Colin Campbell and Anne 
Campbell have registered 
their croft, 64 & 65 
Banavie, Kilmallie on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by March 26, 
2017.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2644.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mrs Linda Hegarty, Mr 
Kenneth Alexander 
MacGregor and Mr John 
MacCall MacGregor have 
registered the croft 19 
Airds Bay, Ardchattan & 
Muckairn in the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 3 February 
2017.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2675.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
RECTIFICATION OF 

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have submitted a 
rectifi cation since the 
registration of the following 
Common Grazings on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

West End Iona, Kilfi nichen 
and Kilvickeon
Registration Number: 
CG335
Reason for rectifi cation: 
To allow for the 
correct mapping of an 
apportionment to Sithean, 
Maol

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal 
must be brought within 9 
months from the date of 
this advert and should be 
made directly to the Land 
Court.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

APPLICATIONS 

Mr & Mrs I MacEachen
2 Toigal, Arisaig & Moidart
0.118 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house 
67559

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission 
by any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the land, 
within 28 days of the date 
of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW or info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

Applications marked with 
an asterisk - Interest can 
be expressed in obtaining 
the tenancy of the croft 
subject to the application.

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

I Carmichael
20 & 21 Badabrie, Kilmallie
0.215 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house 
4.86.62801
Conditions: 1, 2, 3b, 4, 7

L Hegarty
19 Airds Bay , Ardchattan & 
Muckairn
0.091 ha - Croft house site 
and garden ground 
64969
Conditions: 3a, 4, 8

I M Fyfe
3 Stronaba, Kilmonivaig
0.769 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house 
4.86.59425
Conditions: 2, 3b, 4

Conditions

(1) Acquisition of area 
within 5 years of the date 
of direction and notifi cation 
made to Commission within 
3 months of acquisition.
(2) To provide a site for a 
dwellinghouse 
(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:
(a) the date of the direction    
(b) the proposed 
development completion
(4) That fence shall 
be maintained in good 
order and repair by each 
successive owner or 
occupier of the land.
(7)  An application for 
registration of the making 
of the Direction is submitted 
to the Crofting Commission 
for forwarding to  the 
Keeper of the Registers of 
Scotland within the 5 year 
period 
(8)  The Direction will 
expire 3 months from 
the date of the Direction 
unless an application 
for registration of the 
making of the Direction is 
submitted before the expiry 
of that period.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date 
of this advert.

PUBLIC NOTICES
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

16/02607/FUL

16/02654/FUL

16/02673/FUL

16/02680/FUL

16/02697/FUL

16/02704/FUL

Development  Address

Croft 5 & 6 Cuilcheanna, 
Onich

Land 70M East of Aonach 
Beag, Upper Inverroy, Roy 
Bridge

1 Laragain Cottages, 
Banavie, Fort William

Plot 1 Land 25M East of 
Matenderere, Ormsaigbeg,
Kilchoan

The Gathering, Inverie, 
Knoydart, Mallaig

Land 100M SW of River Coe 
Lodge, Glencoe

Proposal Description

Erection of house

Erection of 1 3/4 storey dwelling

Deletion of condition to permit long-
term rental or permanent residence

Erection of 2 no. Dwelling Houses

Erection of lounge and cafe extension 
(reapplication)

Change of use of land for siting 
of caravan for holiday use and 
associated ground works

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A828 TRUNK ROAD (CREAGAN TO PORTNACROISH)
(40MPH AND 50MPH SPEED LIMIT) ORDER 2016 
The Scottish Ministers  hereby give notice that they have made the 
above Order under section 84(1)(a) and 124(1)(d) of, and paragraph 27 
of Schedule 9 to, the Road Traffi c Regulation Act 1984(a).
The effect of the Order is as described in Oban Times and West Highland 
Times dated 26 November 2015, and the Edinburgh Gazette Issue 
Number 27645 dated 27 November 2015. The Order comes into force
on Monday 4 July 2016.
A copy of the Order as made, the relevant plan and the Revoked Orders 
may be inspected free of charge until 3 August 2016 during normal 
business hours at the offi ces of Transport Scotland, Buchanan House,
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow, G4 0HF and Port Appin Post Offi ce,
Port Appin Community Co-op, Port Appin, Argyll, PA38 4DE.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at http://www.transport.gov.scot/road/
road-and-traffi c-orders/north-west-traffi c-orders
S R LEES
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House,
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF

Sunart Sea Farm Limited
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010

The Marine Licensing 
(pre-application Consultation) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013

Notice is hereby given that Sunart Sea Farm Limited, 
(company registration number SC 207184), Salen, 
Acharacle, Argyll, PH36 4JN) plans to hold a pre-
application consultation event regarding a proposed 
licensable marine activity at South Shore of Loch 
Sunart opposite Salen, central grid reference NM 
1713E 7628N.  The activity consists of formation and 
operation of algal farm,
Further information can be obtained concerning 
the proposed formation and operation of algal farm 
from:
Sunart Sea Farm Limited, Salen, Acharacle, Argyll, 
PH36 4JN
The pre-application consultation event will be held 
between 2pm and 7pm on 13/8/2016 at@
Salen Public Hall, Salen, Acharacle, Argyll
Persons wishing to provide comments on the 
proposed formation and operation of Algal Farm can 
do so by writing to the prospective applicant at@
by email to rodneyxgeorge@gmail.com,
Or by post to
Sunart Sea Farm Limited, Salen, Acharacle, Argyll, 
PH36 4JN not later that 27/8/2016
Comments should be dated and should clearly 
state the name (in block capitals) and full return 
email or postal address of those making comment.  
Comments made to the prospective applicant are 
not representations to the Scottish Ministers.  If 
Sunart Sea Farm Limited submits an application for a 
marine licence to Scottish Ministers, an opportunity 
will be given for representations to be made to the 
Scottish Ministers on the application

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –
13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below 
during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT 
STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/01734/PP Renewal of planning permission reference 
13/00025/PP (Erection of 5 dwellinghouses, 
5 self-catering holiday cottages and the 
formation of vehicular accesses)

Tigh Na Sith North Connel Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA37 1RW 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

16/01370/PP Construction of run-of-river hydro scheme Ballygrant Quarry Ballygrant Isle 
Of Islay Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office Port 
Askaig

16/01528/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of septic 
tank and formation of vehicular access

Land North East Of Barran Brae 
Barranrioch Glencruitten Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4QB 

Oban Area Office

16/01699/PP Installation of DSLAM telecommunications 
cabinet

Land North Of Telephone 
Exchange Crown Street 
Portnahaven Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

16/01434/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, including demolition 
of existing ruins and installation of private 
drainage system

Traigh Chrionaig 5 Ruaig Isle Of 
Tiree Argyll And Bute PA77 6TR 

Tiree Area Office

16/01698/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Garden Ground Of Moorcroft 
North Connel Oban PA37 1QZ 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

16/01572/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land To The Rear Of 15 Keills 
Cottage Keills Isle Of Islay Argyll 
And Bute PA46 7RG 

Sub Post Office Port 
Askaig

16/01768/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle 
reference 13/01003/PPP (Site for the erection 
of 3 dwellinghouses)

Site East Of Sonachan Farm 
Portsonachan Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

16/01712/PPP Site for the erection of 5 dwellinghouses Land South Of Woodend 
Glencruitten Road Oban
Argyll And Bute PA34 4PU 

Oban Area Office

16/00893/PP Formation of vehicular access Land South West Of Home Farm 
Barcaldine Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

16/01626/PPP Site for the erection of 5 dwellinghouses Land North West Of Ach-Na-
Craoibh Erray Road Tobermory 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 

Tobermory Area 
Office

16/01652/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land South Of Dugarro Taynuilt 
Argyll And Bute PA35 1HY 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

16/01666/PP Renewal of planning permission 13/00033/PP 
(Erection of a dwellinghouse, installation of a 
septic tank and the removal of a caravan)

Croft 1 Land North West Of 
Dunmore Airds Bay Taynuilt 
Argyll And Bute PA35 1JR 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

COUNCILLOR’S SURGERIES
Councillor Roddy McCuish (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Councillor McCuish will be holding a surgery on Friday 1st July 2016 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 
1.30pm – 4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email – Roderick.McCuish@argyll-bute.gov.uk and by telephone 01631 567854.

Councillor Kieron Green (E.W. 5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Green will be holding a surgery on Friday 15th July 2016 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 
2.00pm – 4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email – Kieron.Green@argyll-bute.gov.uk and by telephone 01631 562444.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
D&J Campbell Limited of 1 Black Crofts, 
North Connel, Argyll, PA37 1QX is applying 
to change an existing licence as follows
To keep an extra 2 goods vehicles and 4 
trailers at the operating centre at 1 Black 
Crofts, North Connel, Argyll, PA37 1QX
Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. Representors must at the same 
time send a copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to Making 
Representations  is available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s office.

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
Oilfast Ltd trading as Oilfast Ltd of Nethan 
Street, Motherwell, ML1 3TF is applying for 
a licence to use former Road’s Depot Site 
, Oban Airport,  North Connel, by Oban 
PA37 1SW as an operating centre for 4 
goods vehicles and 0 trailers.  Owners or 
occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre(s) who believe 
that their use or enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, 
Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, 
within 21 days of this notice.  Representors 
must at the same time send a copy of 
their representations to the applicant at 
the address given at the top of this notice.  
A Guide to Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic Commissioners’s 
office. 

For more information and worldwide subscriptions: 
www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/subscribe

RING 01371 851868
£9.99

Scottish textile design studio Juniper and Jane is 
based in West Kilbride, Ayrshire.  Much of their time is 
spent roaming Scotland’s wild places from which they 
draw inspiration for their printed patterns. 

Textile Artist, Jane Hunter and designer, Sam Kilday 
venture off the beaten track in a bid to fi nd those 
quiet, remote locations in which to absorb the natural 
surroundings.  Travels take the pair from craggy 
coastlines, hearing only the sound of inquisitive seals 
to lonely mountain corries in the hidden north, long 
since abandoned by ice and man.

Juniper and Jane’s textile patterns evoke the true 
character of Scotland’s wilderness in a contemporary, 
illustrative style.

The mountain bothy cushion on offer is printed on 
100% natural, unbleached cotton and comes complete 
with a plump feather pad.

To fi nd out more about Juniper and Jane’s fabrics, gifts 
and home accessories visit: www.juniperandjane.co.uk

PER QUARTER

ONLY

SUBSCRIBE to 
Scottish Field and receive a free 
mountain bothy cushion from 

Juniper and Jane worth £42.00*

SAVE OVER

20%
ON THE COVER PRICE –

ONLY £39.96 (Direct Debit)

A SUBSTANTIAL SAVING 
ON A YEARLY COVER 
PRICE OF £51.00

A STUNNING BORDERS GARDEN MAKING OF THE MIKADOTHE FORGOTTEN ARCTIC EXPLORER   BIRTHPLACE OF PHOTOGRAPHY

JULY 2016
CASTAWAY – Dumped on an uninhabited Hebridean island with no food or shelter, how would we survive?

Plus

10 The alien wildlife  invading Scotland

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   JULY 2016. £4.25

10OF THE WORST
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The celebrated author on the uncommon appeal of niceness  
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*

*UK ONLY
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26/05/2016   10:54:14

*Price includes P&P

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Christina MacLachlan 
has registered their croft 
138 Kilmory, Ardnamurchan 
and Sunart on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 03 March 
2017.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2759.

Benderloch & North 
Connel Drama Club

AGM
Thursday 28th July 

2016, 7.30pm
Club Hut, Keil Farm, 

Benderloch
All welcome

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mr Andrew Henderson 
has registered the croft 
6 Mallaig Vaig (Mallaig 
Bheag), Glenelg, on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.  
Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court 
by 19/08/2016.  Details 
of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home.  
The croft registration 
number is C2004.

APPOINTMENT OF GRAZINGS 
COMMITTEE

SANDAY ISLAND COMMON GRAZING
A meeting of shareholders for the above 

common grazings will be held for the 
purpose of electing a new Grazings 

Committee.
Venue. Canna Community Shop

Date. 4 July 2016. Time 6pm
G mackinnon. Grazings Clerk



VAX CARPET WASHER  
Rapide, V-026 Series. 
Unused    £60 Telephone 
01546 603226.

 DOMESTIC PETS

BEAUTIFUL JACK 
RUSSELL PUPPIES 
2 bitches only, lovely 
temperament   £350 
Telephone 01369 840558 ².
KELPIE X COLLIE PUPS 
two females, one male, 
both parents can be seen, 
excellent temperament, 
vet checked and chipped   
Telephone 01880 740636.

 FIREARMS

 FURNITURE

LEATHER SOFA AND 
FOOTSTOOL black 
leather, can be split into 
three units to allow many 
configurations, plus large 
footstool, good condition   
£99 Telephone 07908 
812391 .
LEATHER SUITE Three 
seater, two seater and 
chair, rose coloured leather, 
excellent condition, must 
collect   £150 Telephone 
01586 551460 ².

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Official magazine of the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs

�e NEW-LOOK Scots Heritage Magazine is an 

unbeatable read with features on the events which 

forged this nation, clans, genealogy, great Scots plus a 

wealth of articles and features on Scottish 

history and stunning photography

Keeping Scots at home and abroad in 

touch with their heritage

subscribe 
for only 

£15 
a year

NEW 

ISSUE 

OUT 

NOW

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the offi cial magazine 
of the Standing Council of 

Scottish Chiefs, the new-look 
Scots Heritage magazine is an 

unbeatable read. 

UK subscription: £15  
Worldwide subscription: £25

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Official magazine of the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs

ONLY 
£15

PHOTO 
ORDERS A4 

photograph 

£6.76

A5 
photograph 

£4.41

You can order photos that 
appear in the Oban Times
Simply contact the Oban Times offi ce 

with the date of publication and the code 
printed alongside the photograph 

(photographs that do not have codes have been submitted by 
private individuals and are therefore ineligible for this offer)

Please add £1.30 to your total order if you require delivery 
of photographs to cover postage and packing

Fort William offi ce
Mamore House
The Parade
Fort William
PH33 6BA
01397 703003

Oban offi ce
PO Box 1
Lochavullin Ind Est
Oban
PA34 4HB
01631 568000

email: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
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CHIMNEY SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Roofl ine 
Fascias, Soffi ts & Gutters

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

MOBILITY

BLINDS WOOD BURNING STOVES

BUSINESS CARDS

STATIONERY

24 CLASSIFIEDS Thursday 30 June, 2016

BRNO.22
With fi tted silencer and 

scope £200, .22 Magnum 
with scope Anshutz model 
£250, Italian 12 bore over 
and under shotgun £250, 
Gun Mark Kesterel side 
by side shotgun £200, 
Laurona 12 bore side 
by side shotgun £100. 

FAC and shotgun licence 
required

Telephone 
01397 701762.

 BABY EQUIPMENT

COT BED  Solid pine Cosatto 
cot bed in excellent condition. 
Would suit from birth to 8 
years. Sold with or without 
mattress   £40 Telephone 
01586 552851.
MACLAREN TRIUMPH  
PUSHCHAIR  in excellent 
condition, complete with 
universal rain cover, shoulder 
strap, easy to carry   £50 
Telephone 00792 7319118.
TRAVEL COT  Large travel 
cot in excellent condition   £20 
Telephone 01586 552851.

 BICYCLES

GIRLS BICYCLE  girls Falcon 
Koro bike, (purple and white), 
26” wheels, good condition   
£45 Telephone 01631 565224.

 BUILDING / DIY

EXTENDING LADDER  Strong 
and sturdy aluminium Extend-
ing Ladder. ELT 240 Closed 
length  3.9 mtrs. Extends to 7.1 
mtrs. Excellent condition   £50 
Telephone 01631 710403.

 CAR ACCESSORIES

GARMIN SAT NAV Garmin 
nuvi68LM 6” plug-in Sat Nav. 
Bought new in March and still 
in box. Unwanted gift   £50 
Telephone 01631 710403.

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

BLACK SEQUIN TUNIC DRESS 
brand new by George, still has 
tags, originally £25, size 12    £10 
ono Telephone 07881 464991.
DRESS DAISY PATTERN 
knee length, size 14, white dai-
sies on blue background,   Flor-
ence & Fred, round, high neck   
£5 Telephone 07881464991.

NEXT V-NECK DRESS as 
new, sixe 14, knee length 
dress with 2 zip pockets at 
front £10 ono  Telephone 
07881 464991.
PADDED GENTS CAR 
COAT Double breasted light 
grey size, an ample 36-38. 
Loads of pockets. Never 
worn   £30 Telephone 01586 
820362.
PER UNA TUNIC DRESS 
size 14, black knitted dress 
with round neck, long 
sleeves, sparkles through 
knit, small sequins through-
out hem   £5 Telephone 
07881 464991.
ROSE PINK DAMART 
FLEECE JACKET size 18/20, 
collar, button front, 2 pocket   
£5 Telephone 07881 464991.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

CERAMIC INDUCTION HOB 
Lamona Ceramic Induction 
Hob - New - still boxed   £160 
Telephone 01499 500264.
DAEWOO MICROWAVE 
Daewoo stainless steel 
800w microwave oven in 
v.g.c.  £30 Telephone 07899 
915430.
DYSON CORDLESS VAC A 
good clean vac, this DC35 
22.2V has 3 attachments 
& a wall mounted charger 
unit. Also 2 suction levels. 
Very good condition   £75 
Telephone 01586 820362.
TUMBLE DRYER small 
compact white knight tumble 
dryer in v.g.c.   £30 Tele-
phone 07899 915430.
VACUUM CLEANER Hoover 
Vision Reach 850w (Purple), 
new, in box, never used.  
Unwanted gift. Cost new 
£276.99    £99 Telephone 
07908 812391.

PINE SINGLE BEDS 2 
Solid Pine Single Beds with 
Mattresses for sale - guest 
beds - rarely used   £95 
Telephone 01499 500264.

 GARDEN

CAST IRON LAWN ROLL-
ER vintage, in good working 
order, repainted for garden 
display, call for details   £90 
Telephone 01631 564578.
TOP SOIL loaded into your 
trailer or tipper lorry  FREE   
Telephone 01631 564848 
Call Office Hours.
VICTORIAN CHIMNEY 
POTS various shapes and 
colours, ideal garden plant-
ers or ornamental features, 
prices from £40   Telephone 
01631 564578.
VINTAGE CARTWHEELS 
Edwardian/Victorian from 
small to very large, re-
painted for garden or hotel 
display, prices start at £40   
Telephone 01631 564578.
VINTAGE IMPLEMENT 
small refurbished with 
wheelbarrow wheels, 
freshly painted, will make 
great garden feature   £40 
Telephone 01631 564578.

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

MULTI-GYM Professional 
4 station, formerly in the 
police station gym at Cas-
tlehill.  Dismantled, would 
suit Youth Club or aspiring 
Tarzan, free to good home    
Telephone 07785 542811.
REEBOK Z9 EXERCISE 
BIKE   Electronic console, 
17 programmes, heart rate 
sensors, 32 levels of resist-
ance. With users manual. 
Excellent condition   £50 
Telephone 07739 339428.

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

CALOR GAS HEATER Calor 
gas heater “Classic” three 
bar. New condition. Comes 
with 15kg gas cylinder   £75 
Telephone 01631 720768.
OIL RADIATOR  2kw Oil 
Radiator for sale (as new)   
£15 Telephone 01499 
500264.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD  White, Blue and Pink 
colours in stock available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print   Telephone 01586 
554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

HOME CINEMA SYSTEM 
Sony sound system, hardly 
ever used, 4 speakers, 1 
bass unit & DVD player   £25 
Telephone 07928 109497.
TOSHIBA TELEVISION 
28 inch Toshiba TV, good 
condition, hardly used, free 
to good home   Telephone 
07928 109497.

 HOME 
FURNISHINGS

2 LOUVRE DOORS  2 x 
varnished wooden louvre 
doors, width 15”/38cm 
length, 66”/168cm   £50 ono 
Telephone 07881 464991.
EDWARDIAN DISPLAY 
CABINET   Edwardian glass 
display cabinet, 4’ high x 14” 
deep x 21” wide.  Original 
silk lining all in almost 
perfect condition. Display 
33” H  £50 Telephone 01546 
810350.

JOHN LEWIS BED John 
Lewis single bed with single 
guest under bed. Complete 
with slats and both 
mattresses   £90 Telephone 
01583 431265.
OAK DINING CHAIRS 4 
Oak dining chairs, solid 
traditional style, seats 
recently recovered in 
tapestry style hard wearing 
upholstery fabric    £80 
Telephone 01546 810350.
OAK DROP LEAF TABLE 
Oak drop leaf table, oval, 
1m x 1.5m approx. needs 
attention to burn mark in 
centre, otherwise good. 
Hence price   £20 Telephone 
01546 810350.
TELEVISION UNIT grey TV 
stand with glass shelf   £10 
Telephone 07928 109497.
WOOL CARPET patterned 
wool carpet, great condition, 
would fit a standard room 
£50 ono  Telephone 07881 
464991.

 HOUSE 
CLEARANCES

SALE OF HOUSE 
CONTENTS Summit 
House, Pulpit Hill, Oban 
PA34 4LX from 1-3pm, 
Saturday 9th July, furniture, 
cutlery, china, glassware, 
bric a brac, paintings:some 
antique.  Also TV sets, 
ladders, tools etc. (See 
oban0907.weebly.com for 
details/pictures) ².

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

COMBI MICROWAVE 
OVEN  Panosonic inverter 
microwave oven 1000w 
with built in oven and grill. 
In v.g.c.   £30 Telephone 
07899 915430.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

ELECTRIC SCOOTER 24 
volt, cost over £200, very 
good condition   £70 Tele-
phone 01631 565224.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS, featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGH-
LAND CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk,  

 MARINE
RAYMARINE C120 MUL-
TI-FUNCTION  with UK 
Navionics, DSM 300 box, 
radar, all cabling except 
for GPS, all working when 
removed for upgrade, can be 
seen in Campbeltown   £400 
Telephone 07785 542811.

 MOBILE AND HOME 
TELEPHONES

MOBILE PHONE HTC one 
M8 on Tesco network, in very 
good condition, small crack 

on camera lens but camera 
works perfectly, comes in box 
with charger, headphones 
and HTC Fetch   £90 ono 
Telephone 07708 741121.

 MOBILITY

ORTHOPAEDIC BED 
FRAME as new, top 
quality Millbrook electric, 
adjustable, buyer to collect, 
to view phone   £245 ono 
Telephone 01631 563905 ².

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

PIANO Wm Thomson 
upright piano in good condi-
tion   £50 Telephone 07759 
304705.
YAMAHA KEYBOARD 
Yamaha PSRE-303 elec-
tronic keyboard, needs 
power supply and has small 
crack on rear panel but 
don’t affect use, Campbel-
town   £50 Telephone 07577 
222019.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

CANADIAN CANOE  Old 
Town Allagash/Penobscot 
164 Touring/family canoe 
Green,Polylink 3,Ash 
seats,VGC. 2x airbags, 2x 
bouyancy aids, 2x paddles   
£550 Telephone  01586 810 
276 ².
LARGE RUCSACK  Dual 
function, converts to travel 
bag.  Good condition made 
by Freetime Outdoors.  
Capacity +70 litres   £10  
Telephone 01546 850 326.

 PET ACCESSORIES
DOG CRATE  Black Metal 
Dog Crate, 800cm x 500cm 
- suit medium dog   £18 
Telephone 01499 500264.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

ENVELOPES Wide range 
of sizes and colours, sold 
individually or by the box. 
Contact Krisp Print   Tele-
phone 01586 554975.
WEDDING STATIONERY 
Ranges to suit all tastes, cus-
tom designs from your ideas, 
paper and card for those 
making their own. Contact 
Krisp Print   Telephone 01586 
554975.

BUILDERS
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and 
conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex 
Media Limited Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and 
truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of 
any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received 
by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing 
which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish 
Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an 
advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in 
the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as 
the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or 
damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any 
newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is 
scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint 
or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part 
of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, 
as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or 
adjustment will be made where the error, misprint 
or omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount 
of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher 
for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to 
indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the 
result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the 
publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on 
acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher 
in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will 
be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 
2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due 
date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may 
charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves 
the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated 
as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper 
at the Post Office. http://termsandconditions.
wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Rennie -  Taylor
On Saturday April 9, 2016 at Lunga House, Craobh Haven, 
Linden, daughter of Ann and David Hodge of Oban and Jim 
Rennie and Eileen of Paisley, to Joe, son of Chris and Tony 
Taylor of Hadleigh, Essex. An amazing and very happy day 

shared by family and friends.

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009
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‘MAY you live in interesting 
times’ is supposedly 
a Chinese proverb, 
sometimes described as a 
curse. 

Whatever the truth about 
the expression, perhaps 
after last Thursday’s 
European Union 
referendum, some might 
wish for a return to the 
same old, same old, while 
others might be excited 
at what they hope will be 
a better future. No-one 
really knows but it will be 
different. 

The United Kingdom 
sounds rather ironic with 
evident disunity between 

nations, ages, and urban 
and rural areas. No wonder 
our political elite and 
the media have gone into 
meltdown amid frenzied 
activity. 

It may be stating the 
obvious but it is a huge 
reminder of the uncertainty 
of our lives. James, one 
of the New Testament 
writers, warned against 
an arrogance that made 
presumptions about the 
future. 

‘You do not even know 
what will happen tomorrow. 
What is your life? You are 
mist that appears for a little 
while and then vanishes.’ 

One of the Old Testament 
songs also warns against 
putting our ultimate trust 
in mortal men but rather 
to trust in the Creator and 
Saviour God, now revealed 
to us in Jesus Christ. 

Surely we all need a good 
dose of humility, and the 
grace to admit our inherent 
frailty, and that none of us 
has a monopoly on wisdom. 

And if ever our leaders 
needed our prayers, surely 
it is in these uncertain 
times.

James Beaton,
Oban Free Church.

DR ALASTAIR HALL, 
who is the educational 
psychologist for Oban, Lorn 
and the Islands, is to step 
down the end of the school 
term after 27 years in the 
role. 

His first educational 
psychology position was 
in Aberdeenshire, where 
he spent six months before 
moving to Oban in April 
1989 and where he has 
remained in post for the past 
27 years. 

Alastair’s service was briefly 
interrupted mid-career when 
he undertook a two-year 
research secondment to 
Glasgow University, where 
he was appointed honorary 
research fellow in the Public 
Health Research Unit. The 
focus of his research was 
the development of low 
birthweight, premature 
babies and, in particular, 
their cognitive and motor 

development.
Alastair’s research gained 

international recognition and 
he was awarded the degree 
of Doctor of Philosophy by 
Glasgow University in 2001.

In the latter part of his 
career, Alastair developed 
an interest in therapeutic 
approaches for offering 
emotional support to children 
and young people – taking a 
post-graduate diploma in 
cognitive behaviour therapy 
at Dundee University.

Aside from his work, 
Alastair is often to be seen 
out running in and around 
Oban, usually accompanied 
by his dog. He has been a 
long-distance runner for 
more than 30 years (anything 
from 10k to marathon) and 
he said it is his ambition 
to run a half-marathon in 
under 90 minutes while in 
possession of his over-60s 
bus pass.

DEATHS

MACBRIDE - Peacefully, 
at home, with his sons by his 
side on Monday June 27, 2016, 
Donald Iain MacBride, aged 69 
years. Loving husband of the 
late Margaret, much loved dad 
of James and Connal, a very 
special papa of Finlay, also a 
dearly loved brother of George 
and Neil. Funeral ceremony 
will be held on Monday July 
4, 2016 at 10.30am in the 
Railway Club, Inverlochy; 
thereafter a private committal 
will be held at Inverness 
Crematorium. Family fl owers 
only please. Donations if 
desired to Macmillan Nurses 
and Marie Curie Nurses 
can be given at the door. All 
friends are welcome to attend. 
Enquires to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors, Tel. 01397 
702128
CRAWFORD - Cath. 
Suddenly but very peacefully 
on Tuesday June 21, 2016, 
in ward 26 of the Royal 
Alexandra Hospital, Paisley, 
following a short illness. Cath, 
aged 86 years, beloved wife 
of the late Tom, devoted mum 
to Elizabeth, loving mother-
in-law to Malcolm and doting 
grandma to Alison and Clare. 
Funeral service, to which all 
friends are invited, at The 
Round Church, Bowmore, 
Islay, on Friday July 1 at 2pm.
HILL (MACDONALD) 
- Very suddenly while on 
holiday in Barcelona, Aileen 
Anne aged 40 years. Dearly 
loved daughter of Dougie and 
Anne, beloved wife of Stephen, 
dear sister and sister-in-law to 
Graeme and Dasha and proud 
Auntie to Caitlyn. A friend to 
many, sorely missed. 11 North 
Corran, Ardgour.
MACDONALD – Finlay. 
Peacefully in St Margaret’s of 
Scotland Hospice, Clydebank 
on Thursday June 23, 2016, 
Finlay, (South Uist and 
Glasgow) aged 84, much loved 
husband of Catherine, loving 
father of Rona and Allan, 
loving grandad and great-
grandad, passed away. Fortifi ed 
by rites of Holy Church RIP.  
Received into St Peter’s RC 
Church, Partick at 6pm on 
Thursday June 30. Funeral 
Mass at 10am on Friday July 1, 
to which all family and friends 
are respectfully invited. Family 
fl owers only please. There will 
be an opportunity to donate 
to St Margaret’s Hospice in 
Finlay’s memory at St Peter’s.
WHITE - Peacefully at Eadar 
Glinn Care Home, Oban, on 
June 23, 2016, in his 83rd 
year, Ronald Brendan White 
(Ronnie), surrounded by his 
loving family, a much loved 
dad to Nadia, Ronnie and 

Graeme, precious papa to 
Shannara, Sole, Chloe and 
Reece, and dear brother to 
Esther, uncle and great-uncle. 
He’ll be forever in our hearts.
WHITE - Peacefully at Lorn 
& Islands Hospital, Oban on 
June 18, 2016, in his 80th 
year, Denis Albert Paul, a dear 
brother to Esther & Ronnie, 
uncle, great-uncle, wee pal to 
Rachael and friend to many. 
Dennis will be sorely missed.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

GALBRAITH - Jane, Dougie, 
Jamie, Ruairidh, Calum and 
Cameron wish to thank most 
sincerely all family and friends 
for their help and support, cards, 
calls, fl owers and visits after 
their very sad loss of Stuart. 
Heartfelt thanks to Taynuilt 
Medical Practice and Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, especially 
Ward A, where Stuart spent 
such a lot of time. Thank you 
also to Rev. Robert Brookes 
for his comforting service and 
to Ian at D & A Munn’s for his 
guidance and professionalism. 
Thank you to the ladies who 
provided the lovely tea and 
to all who attended from near 
and far. The wonderful sum of 
£1332.75 was raised for Cancer 
Research UK.
GILLIES - I would like to 
thank everyone for their love 
and support they’ve shown 
over the last fortnight and 
thank them for the donations 
they made to the brain tumour 
charity which raised £1835.95. 
Thanks from Eilidh, Fern, 
Alisha and Archie Jnr.
MACINTYRE - Catherine 
and Helen and their families 
would like to thank relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
the cards, calls, fl owers and 
kind expressions of sympathy 
following the loss of their 
mother Sarah. Sincere thanks 
to Dr Emma Boyle and her 
medical colleagues, Betty 
Graham, District Nurses, 
Occupational Therapists and 
Podiatrists. Special thanks to 
all the carers from Careplus 
who enabled mum to stay at 
home. Thank you to Rev James 
Beaton and Angus Smith for 
a comforting and personal 
service, to Ian MacInnes of 
D & A Munn for effi cient 
arrangements and to the 
Rowantree Hotel. Finally thank 
you to those who came to pay 
their last respects at the church 
and Pennyfuir.

MEMORIAMS

BILLIMORE - In loving 
memory of Bali, who was 
taken from us on July 1, 2005.
No tomorrows for us to share
But yesterdays memories will 
always be there 
- Love Sheena and family x

Alastair Hall - Retirement

ABDUL Suleman Muslim, 
who opened the first Indian 
restaurant in Oban, sadly 
passed away last week aged 
62.

Mr Muslim was born 
in 1954. He grew up in 
Bangladesh, before moving 
to the UK in 1969.

He first worked in a factory 
in Bradford and the soon-
to-be Oban man also held 
jobs in Manchester, Bolton, 
Wigan and Windsor.

It wasn’t until he moved 
to London that he began 
working in the catering 
industry. He worked in a 
restaurant with his cousin for 
a few years before making 
the move to Scotland in 1976. 

The 62-year-old originally 
moved to Aberdeen, then 

Glasgow, before, finally, 
moving to Oban in 1984 
when he opened the first 
Indian restaurant in the 
town – The Light of India.

After moving, Mr Muslim 
offered his services to 
the Oban community by 
providing night school 
cooking classes out of Oban 
high school.

He also helped the people 
of Sylhet in Bangladesh as 
much as he could by hosting 
charity lunches in order to 
raise money.

The cash raised from his 
well-attended lunches and 
charity boxes was used to 
help flood victims and also to 
provide shelter for homeless 
families in Bangladesh.

More than 100 huts are 

currently being used to 
provide shelter for vulnerable 
people in the area thanks to 
Mr Muslim.

He was very passionate 
about providing medical care 
in his home city of Sylhet 
and although he couldn’t 
afford to build a hospital, he 
regularly donated medical 
supplies.

Mr Muslim’s son will carry 
on the family business and 
also keep up the charity 
lunches and donations. His 
family would like to thank 
everyone who contacted 
them with cards and flowers. 
A memorial lunch will be 
held in the near future at 
the Light of India restaurant 
to commemorate Abdul 
Suleman Muslim.

FAMILY: From left, Abdul’s son Abdul junior who is a waiter at the restaurant, Abdul, and 
his nephew Alam Khan, who is also a waiter. 15_t27indian01.

BROWN - Remembering 
with love my dear mam and 
gran Annie and my dad and 
grandpa Lachlan, died at The 
Bungalow, Crossapol, Tiree.
In a place deep within our 
hearts we keep a memory box 
which makes us smile or shed 
a tear each time that it unlocks.
- Inserted by their daughter 
Christina and grandchildren 
Alison and Ewan, Dunoon, 
Devon and USA.
CAMERON - In loving
memory of our dear mum
and nana, Annette (Annie), 
passed away June 30, 2013 
and our dad and papa Ian, on
April 2, 1997.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- Mairi, John and families
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of a dear mum and 
dad, nana and papa, taken from 
us Annette (Annie) June 30, 
2013, John (Ian) April 2, 1997.
Your life is a beautiful memory 
Your absence a silent grief
Missing you both more than 
words can say, Till we meet 
again,  Gad Chaoidh agus 
Gad ionndrainn
- Margaret, Alasdair, Kerry, 
Diane, John and Laura
HAMILL - In loving memory 
of Frank Hamill who passed 
away on June 30, 2010.
As time unfolds another year
Memories keep you ever near 

Loved and missed always
- Isobel, Nicholas and Ryan.
MACALLISTER - In loving 
memory of our dear mother 
and grandmother Morag, who 
died on July 1, 2013.
Sadly missed and always will be.
- From the MacAllister family 
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of Raymond, a dear 
brother and friend. There is a 
link death cannot sever. Love 
and remembrance last forever.
- Earle, Ann, Norma, Russell
MACINNES - Precious 
memories of my loving husband 
Eoghan (formerly of Isle of 
Luing), died July 2, 2006.
It is sad to walk the road alone 
instead of side by side
But to all there comes a moment 
when the ways of life divide
And although you can’t be here 
with me we are truly not apart 
Until the fi nal breath I take 
you will be living in my heart
- Mairi, Strollamus.
MACLEAN - In loving memory 
of my dear son and our brother, 
Ronnie, who died July 6, 1984.
Always in our thoughts
- Grace and family, Tobermory 
and Wilma and Tam, Orkney 
REID - In loving memory of 
my beloved husband, Alasdair 
who passed away June 27, 2009.
Always in my thoughts, forever 
in my heart.
- Ann
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Platinum award for Suzanne and 
Salsa Caramel 

Youth football

Endurance ridingBy Suzanne Taylor
AS MOST of us enter the new 
year with new ideas, it’s also 
a clean slate for us endurance 
riders. Last year had its ups and 
downs, after elimination or two, 
but in early May/June it was time 
out and lots of physio for Cara-
mel. Slowly bringing him back 
over the course of the second 
half seemed to pay dividends.

Coming into 2016, I have Sea-
cliff on my mind. For those who 
haven’t ridden this course, once 
you have, it will be on your mind. 

In 2014 we entered the eleva-
tor, hoping for our platinum, 
but as the day progressed with 
company of Liz Booth and Za-
lah, brilliant crew and encour-
agement we achieved 160km. 

This year I entered with ‘plat-
inum’ ringing in my ears. The 
boy had done as much as 2014 
beforehand in terms of training 
and competitions leading up to 
it, so his fitness was not going to 
concern me. Like most endur-
ance riders, it starts with a pleas-
ure, then 30km speed category 
three, then a bit faster, then a bit 
bigger and so on. The only way I 
can enter this distance is not to 
think about the actual distance. 
One loop at a time, the vets will 
let us know how we are actually 
doing on the day. 

Failing to prepare is preparing 
to fail, so I doubled up on my 

crew. With luck, I had Nicky 
Bertham for the first part of the 
year at competitions. Joining 
us on the day at Seacliff was, of 
course, Jamie Craig. In March 
I made a conscious decision 
regarding what I was eating and 
stuck to it trying to also prepare 
myself the best I can. 

With three combinations 
entered into the class I thought 
it made sense to ask Tilly Hep-
burn Wright if she would like 
company. It’s a long way to go 
on your own. We started at 5am. 
The day before had been really 
wet, so the tracks were slippery 
underfoot. We took the first loop 
steady. Crew were unimpressed 
and informed me we need to pick 
up the pace. But when you hurry 
a horse you usually get to the 
wrong place faster. On the second 
white loop of 35km we made up 
45 minutes and were just about on 
12kph at 70km. Sadly, Tilly was 
out at this stage so we had a new 
dilemma – asking Caramel to now 
continue without his friend.

By luck, Sue Higgins was also 
just about to depart onto the 
orange loop 31km, so we rode 
together and managed to pick 
up a little more momentum. All 
being well, we would continue 
onto the pink loop of 28km. 

Sitting in the vet gate at 101km, 
things feel a bit serious. Crews 
were on top form offering 

everything to both myself and 
Caramel. All feeling good, off 
we went back out to catch Sue out 
on the course. We did and rode 
together again on the pink loop 
with a cooling river crossing.

The map was great but rarely 
used – that’s how good the 
marking was.

Arriving back at the venue, my 
crew had different ideas initially. 
Nicky was advising stopping at 
120km for our platinum award, 
Jamie was happy to go for 
160km. In my heart I would be 
delighted with a platinum so we 
decided to stop at 129km. De-
lighted to say, Caramel passed 
with straight As. Definitely the 
right decision.

Everyone says just enjoy it. Well, 
we did. It’s the sort of ride you 
don’t want to end – flat grassy en-
driggs, beach, lovely woodland. A 
day of perfect weather as the sun 
was shining, with a cool breeze. 
Super hog roast to finish the day 
with a cocktail bar and lots of 
socialising.

What’s not to like about trying 
to achieve your next goal? We 
now have our bronze, silver, 
gold, platinum and diamond 
awards. The full set. Incredibly 
proud of my wonderful horse 
and so grateful for my excellent 
crew, who know what to do. Suzanne Taylor and Salsa Caramel.  Photo: Kris Clay

MMA
OBAN BJJ classes are starting  
to focus on training towards the 
ADCC (Abu Dhabi Combat 
Club) tournament to be held 
in the SECC Glasgow. This 
competition will have a nations 
format, and individual points 
will go to your country as well 
as your team. On Tuesdays at 
8pm, the club have been doing a 
conditioning class to get cardio 
up for the competition. 

Left to right: Drew MacKinnon, Artur Aniolowski, Dave Sellick, 
Brian Sellick.

Friday’s beginners class is 
open to anyone looking to start 
and is a great way to get going, 
knowing that everyone there is 
at the same level.

For information, contact coo 
giepots@gmail.com.

Shukokai Karate
Classes continue as normal in 
Oban and Inveraray. Anyone 
wanting more information 
should contact Kenny Gray at  
kenni.gray@btinternet.com.

Kickboxing
Fighter profile
Name – Sara MacIntyre.
Age – 12.
Height – 144cm.
Weight – 36.2kg.
Years training – five.
Grade – junior black belt.
Favourite technique – scissor 

kick (front and round).
Favourite combination – kick to 

thigh followed by kick to head.
Best tournament result to 

date – coming second in my 
section at the So-Kyokushin full 
contact open in Glasgow at the 
beginning of April this year

Ambitions – to win a full 
contact tournament and to pass 
my first dan black belt when I’m 
old enough to sit for it (there is a 

minimum age of 16 for this).
Training continues as normal 

through the school holidays, 
with sessions on Wednesdays at 
6.30pm for juniors and 7.30pm 
for seniors. Also Sundays at 11am 
for juniors, noon for seniors. 

For information contact shi 
hanwill@gmail.com.

Kyokushinkai Karate
Grading tests were held on Sat-
urday and Sunday, June 18 and 
19, in Oban and Lochgilphead 
respectively.
 On the Saturday in Oban, local 
club member Drew MacKinnon 
successfully passed his first kyu 
grade, one step from the coveted 
black belt. Drew is pictured with 
some Stirling club members who 
attained the same grade. 
 On the Sunday, Jodie Robert-
son, aged 14 of the Lochgilp-
head club, achieved her junior 
black belt.
 Jodie came through a chal-
lenging test very strongly which 
included 15 fights to finish off 
the four-hour session.

Classes continue through the 
school summer holidays with 
new starters welcome between 
now and the end of September.

For informatiom contact 
iain@ikku.co.uk.Sara MacIntyre. Jodie Robertson.

TEN teams entered in the com-
petition were Inverness, Caber-
feidh, Kinlochshiel, Beauly, Fort 
William, Strathglass, Kilmallie, 
Lovat, Glenurquhart and Kin-
gussie. The teams were drawn 
into two leagues and each played 
out respective round robins.
 Kingussie and Beauly pro-
gressed from league one, with 
Fort William going out on goal 
difference, while Glenurquhart 
and Kilmallie secured a semi-
final spot from league two.

The semi-finals took place with 
Kingussie overcoming Kilmallie 
4-0 and Glenurquhart putting 
out holders Beauly, 3-0. 

This set up what promised to 
be an exciting final, with both 

OBAN Saints Youths celebrated 
a successful 2015/16 season at 
their annual awards night held 
at Oban High School recently.

With a large crowd of players, 
parents and supporters in 
attendance, the evening was 
expertly hosted by Donald 
Black, standing in for Oban 
Saints Youths newly appointed 
chairman Robbie Johnston, 
who  was called away at the 
last minute on work duties. Rob-
bie has taken over as chairman 
from Alan MacLeod, who stood 
down after four years at the 
helm.

Peter Bain, head teacher of 
Oban High School, gave an 
informative brief talk on the 
Oban High School/Oban 
Saints YFC partnership agree-
ment, before presenting the 
under-13s, -14s, -15s, -16s and 
19s winners of the coveted an-
nual Ryan MacPhail Memorial 
Trophy.

Darin Bryars, representing 
Scottish Sea Farms, who came 
on board during the season as 
a major sponsor, presented the The Oban Saints Youth team prize-winners pictured along with the various club coaches.

under-16s with their Dunbar-
tonshire Development League 
winning medals. 

All the teams were then 
presented with their individual 
awards for top scorer, players’ 
player of the year and coaches’ 
player of the year.

A general vote of thanks was 
given to all the teams’ valued 
sponsors whose generosity 
assisted the club fulfilling their 
fixtures after another costly 
season.

Donald Black stated that Oban 
Saints would not be able to 
give the youths the opportunity 
to play competitive organised 
football without the continued 
support of the local business 
community.

Finally, all players, parents, 
supporters, sponsors and 
coaches were thanked for their 
tremendous efforts over a long 
season and were encouraged to 
come back fit and refreshed for 
season 2016/17.

Oban Saints youths
hold annual awards 
night at high school

Oban Saints
senior team 
restart training
Football

AFTER only a short three 
week break, Oban Saints senior 
team restarted training on 
Wednesday night with a light 
session. The more serious 
pre-season training will start 
next week
 Any new players wishing to 
come along to the sessions will 
be made more than welcome.
 The club have arranged three 
top class friendlies and will play 
in two tournaments before the 
start of the season in August.
 Saturday July 2 – D & K 
Lafferty Cup tournament; 
Saturday July 16 – Vale of 
Leven Juniors, Glencruitten; 
Saturday July 23 – St Anthony’s 
Juniors, Glencruitten; Saturday 
July 30 – East Kilbide, Central 
Scottish Premier Division, 
Glencruitten; Saturday August 
6 – Argyll and Bute tourna-
ment, Lochgilphead.
 Manager Alex Craik said: ‘We 
haven’t had much of a break but 
I’m sure the boys will be raring 
to go and hopefully we can 
emulate the cup success we had 
last season and show a lot more 
consistency in the league.’ 

Kingussie win Strathdearn 
under-17s six-a-sides 

teams unbeaten all evening and 
neither club having conceded a 
goal.

Kingussie struck first, going 
1-0 up early on. Glenurquhart 
didn’t let that dishearten them 
though and came back into the 
match, scoring at the end of the 
first half to make it 1-1.

 In the last couple of minutes, 
Ruaridh Anderson, who had been 
excellent all evening, scored the 
winning goal for Kingussie.

Referees Martin McLean and 
Neil Ferguson presented the cup 
to Kingussie and the player of 
the tournament trophy to a very 
deserving Ruaridh Anderson.

Youth shinty

Strathdearn six-a-side winners Kingussie.
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THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £3000
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

G Lamont
Longsdale Cres
Oban

J MacDonald
Shuna Terrace
Oban

Sports charity calls on Argyll and Bute’s 
business community to lend their support

Oban Atlantis took part in the national walking football tournament at Ainslie Park in Edinburgh 
recently.  The team took part in several games and were very evenly matched throughout.  Unfortu-

nately the team did not make it beyond the group stages but a great day out was had by all.

CLUB Championship played 
Saturday and Sunday June 
25 and 26 – 1 N MacDonald 
146;  2  S Johnston 150; 3 A 
MacFarlane 151. 

THE Sport for Change charity, 
Sported, is calling on Argyll 
and Bute’s business community 
to get behind local community 
sport groups by lending its time, 
knowledge and expertise.

Sported is a UK-wide charity 
that specialises in supporting 
community groups which use 
sport to transform the lives of 
disadvantaged young people. 

One of the main ways it does 
this is through its volunteer 
programme, which pairs profes-
sionals, current and retired, with 
local sport groups to provide as-
sistance in business areas where 
they traditionally lack experi-
ence or expertise. For example, 
developing business/marketing 
plans, financial management 
and fundraising.

The charity is currently expe-
riencing a volunteer shortage in 

the Argyll and Bute area and is 
urgently looking for passionate 
and experienced professionals to 
support its growing membership 
base of community sport clubs.

Campbell Roy, Scotland 
manager at Sported, said: 
‘Many professionals possess the 
skills and experience that could 
make a massive difference to 
community sport groups, yet 
take them for granted or do not 
realise that these same skill sets 
can be utilised outside the daily 
nine-to-five.

‘Our members are crying 
out for support with business-
related tasks, whether it’s pull-
ing together a business plan or 
applying for funding. 

‘So if you have a business 
background and want to leave 
a lasting legacy in your local 
community, get in touch and 

become a Sported volunteer.’
Sported has a range of flexible 

volunteering opportunities 
available in the area and across 
Scotland, ranging from extend-
ed mentoring placements to 
short-term support, requiring 
just one to three hours of your 
time. The charity is looking 
for people with a range of 
experience including: business 
planning, marketing, fundrais-
ing, financial management and 
governance.

If you have professional ex-
perience and are interested in 
becoming a Sported volunteer, 
visit  http://sported.org.uk/
become-a-volunteer  or email 
volunteer@sported.org.uk for 
more information.

CONNEL’S John McPhee 
missed out on a champion-
ship-scoring points finish after 
being outsprinted to the cheq-
uered flag at the FIM Moto3 
Championship round at Assen.

Having started from 21st po-
sition, the Racing Steps Foun-
dation-backed rider gradually 
made his way up the order, aided 
by riders ahead retiring.

A further retiree was McPhee’s 
Peugeot Saxoprint Racing 
team-mate Alexis Masbou with 
10 laps remaining following a 
turn one incident with fellow 
Mahindra rider Tatsuki Suzuki 
(CIP-Unicom Starker).

Tussle
McPhee soon began to tussle 

within a pack which included 
Czech rider Jakob Kornfeil, the 
Mahindra of Darryn Binder, 
and familiar season-long foes 
Marria Herrera and Livio Loi.

With two laps remaining, a 
mistake and brief excursion 
from Binder put the Red Bull 
Ajo/KTM rider out of conten-
tion.

But on the final lap, riding 
in 14th place, McPhee exited 
the final corner in a straight 
line sprint to the flag with 
Herrera and Loi. The trio went 

John McPhee just fails to fi nish 
in the points at Assen Grand Prix

three-wide across the line with 
McPhee dropping out of the 
final points scoring positions, 
ending the race in 16th position.

The World Championship 
will take a three-week break 
before race action returns at the 
Sachsenring in mid-July.

After the race, John said: ‘I’m 
angry because I felt that we 
should have been in the points 
today but I think the main prob-
lem came from the qualifying 
because we started so far back it 
was difficult in the first laps to 
get to the front group, but then 
a gap opened and I was stuck in 
the second group.

‘However, it was a positive 
weekend overall as we made 
a big step forward, not only in 
terms of my lap times, which 
were really good, but also due 
to the improved confidence with 
the bike.

‘We still have a technical issue 
but we have some new parts 
coming for the Sachsenring 
round. In general, things are 
more positive and I’m already 
looking forward to the Sachsen-
ring race.’ John McPhee, number 17, in action during the Moto3 Grand Prix in Assen.

OBAN’S Helen MacLean made 
her international debut for 
Scotland last week, having been 
selected to play in the home 
international series at Sighthill. 
She enjoyed every moment of it, 
especially as Scotland had one of 
their very best results, defeating 
England, Wales, Ireland and Jer-
sey over the two-day event.

Regardless of whether Helen 
becomes an established team 
member or not, Oban Bowling 
Club  can be rightly proud to have 
fostered two Scottish internation-
alists, with Helen following the 
late Billy Hay onto the select list of 
players to achieve this top honour.

International honours for Oban bowler

Oban Bowling Club’s Helen MacLean in action during the home international series.

THE game was held in damp 
conditions but, with 10 triples 
taking part, it didn’t stop them 
bowling.

With two sections of five it was 
very tight in both halves right 
up to the end. With Gilbert 
Mullen, Richard and Gordon 
playing well, they won four out 
of four games and there was no 
stopping them. 

They won the semi-final 
and completed a great day by 
winning the final against Hugh 
MacCorquodale’s team. 

The presentation took place in 
the clubhouse where Gilbert’s 
team were presented with the 
cup and prizes.  Hugh did not go 
away empty-handed. He won the 
main raffle – a case of wine.

Well done, Hugh, in your last 
year at 89, not bad.  

Millennium Trophy

Walking footballers in national competition

ISLE of Seil Golf Club held the 
Highland Arts Texas Scramble 
golf tournament on Sunday 
June 26 sponsored for the 15th 
year by Highland Arts.

Results: 1 John Taylor,  Isa-
belle Smith and Ian Gallaway 
67.5. 2 Dougie Hill, Bill Clark 
and David Moody 69.3. 3 Mary 
Phillips, David Nathan and 
Ron Hetherington and Kieran 
McLarty 71.35.

Longest drive – Dougie Hill;  
ladies longest drive – Donna 
Campbell

The after-match refreshments 
were prepared by Moira Taylor.

Isle of Seil

Donna MacLean, Helen MacLean and Anne Campbell from Oban 
Bowling Club won  the District 11 � nal to qualify for the National 

Championships at North� eld Ayr in July.

DALMALLY Golf Club will 
host a men’s open this Sunday, 
with the first round of golfers 
teeing off at 9am.

Anyone wishing to play can 
do so by entering via the club 
website www.dalmallygolfclub.
co.uk. 

Golfers should indicate their 
preference for either an early/
late morning or an early/late 
afternoon tee-off time. The 
closing time is 8pm on Thursday 
June 30.
Gents medal qualifier – 1 
Martin O’Keefe 64 (17);  2  
Billy McKay 66 (8);  3  Gary 
Wilson 68 (18).
 Ladies spring meeting and 
medal: net results – 1  Alisson 
Livingstone 65; 2 Ann 
McLaren 67; 3 Sheila Tollan 
68.

Dalmally
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Four in a row 
as Kyles lift 
Celtic Cup

The victorious Kyles Athletic team celebrate after winning the Gregor Cameron Consultancy Glasgow Celtic Society Cup at Taynuilt
last Saturday. Photograph by Neil Paterson.

A big crowd watched the Celtic Society Cup � nal last weekend. Photograph by Stephen Lawson.

Gregor Cameron 
Consultancy 
Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup – � nal
Inveraray 1 
Kyles Athletic 3
Kyles Athletic retained the 
Gregor Cameron Consultancy 
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup 
with a 3-1 win over Inveraray at 
Taynuilt Sports Field.

The players were piped onto a 
superb playing surface and once 
formalities were complete, it 
was down to action with Kyles 
starting with the wind in their 
favour. 

Kyles, just as they did against 
Oban Camanachd in last year’s 
final, went ahead in the opening 
minute. 

Roddy MacDonald picked up 
a clearance out of the Inveraray 
defence and played the ball into 
the middle from the Kyles’ right. 
Andrew McMurdo missed the 
cross but Dunkie Kerr slotted 
the ball low past helpless keeper 
Scott MacLachlan from the 
back of the ‘D’.

Dunkie Kerr then twice tested 
the Inveraray keeper; first with 
a lofted ball from the left which 
MacLachlan kept out with his 
caman followed by a low drive 
which the goalie saved with his 
feet. 

It would have been easy for 

Inveraray to have buckled 
at this stage, but they hung 
in and weathered the Kyles’ 
storm. A Garry MacPherson 
ball was taken down by Lewis 
Montgomery and although 
his snap-shot was deflected 
for a corner, it gave Inveraray 
encouragement.

More was to follow as Garry 
MacPherson turned along the 
by-line after collecting a corner 
from the right. 

He cut the ball back to Lewis 
Montgomery who slammed a 
shot over keeper John Whyte’s 
left shoulder to make it 1-1 with 
17 minutes played. 

Allan MacDonald was spoken 
to by the referee after a wild 
swing which caught Roddy 
MacDonald, the Inveraray 
man having taken a blow to the 
thumb moments earlier.   

It was a much more even 
contest as the game moved into 
the final 15 minutes of the first 
half. 

Inveraray made the first change 
of the match on 34 minutes when 
David MacPherson replaced 
Lewis MacNicol at wing centre.

A late David Robertson 
challenge with his foot caught 
Grant Irvine on the knee and 
left the Kyles man writhing in 
pain. 

The incident was missed by 
referee Deek Cameron who 
was following play but, after 
consultation with fourth official 
Lachie Wood, he yellow-carded 

Robertson.  With a couple of 
first half minutes remaining, 
another Inveraray change saw 
Grant Griffin taking over from 
David Robertson with Kyles 
replacing Innes MacDonald 
with Rupert Williamson.  

With just seconds of the first 
45 minutes to go, Kyles went 
back in front. 

Inveraray defender Ally 
Munro was harshly punished for 
a shoulder to shoulder challenge 
on Sandy MacKenzie giving  
Kyles a free-hit in a central 
position around 20 yards from 
goal.

The set-piece from Gordon 
Whyte was slightly over-hit 
but Dunkie Kerr kept the 
ball in play on the Kyles’ right 
and his low cross deflected 
off Douglas Dando and was 
turned into the net by a gleeful 
Sandy MacKenzie meaning the 
Tighnabruaich men took a 2-1 
lead into the break.  

Grant Irvine surged forward 
from midfield in the opening 
minute of the second half but 
his low shot went just past Scott 
MacLachlan’s right post. 

Inveraray made another 
change as Lewis MacNicol and 
David Robertson both returned 
to the field at the expense of 
Garry MacPherson and Fraser 
Watt as the final approached the 
hour mark. 

As play switched to the other 
end, a good run and bouncing 
shot from Sandy MacKenzie 

was well dealt with by Scott 
MacLachlan and, shortly after, 
a nice Kyles passing move ended 
with Gordon Whyte shooting 
past the post. Kyles were next 
to make a switch as Martin 
MacFadyen took over from a 
limping Rupert Williamson.

A brilliant Scott MacLachlan 
save, high above his head, kept 
out a fierce Sandy MacKenzie 
drive from the right.

Fraser Watt came back on with 
David MacPherson taking a 
break as both teams continued 
to combat the humid conditions 
by taking advantage of the 
rolling substitutions. 

Fourth official Lachie Wood 
was having a busy afternoon with 
Garry MacPherson coming back 
on to join the Inveraray attack in 
place of Lewis Montgomery as 
the match moved into the final 
15 minutes. 

Dunkie Kerr just missed a 
Gordon Whyte free-hit to the 
back post as Kyles continued to 
press, pinning their opponents 

back. The Kyles’ pressure 
paid off on 82 minutes when 
a Dunkie Kerr ball into the 
‘D’ from the Kyles right was 
taken down by Thomas Whyte. 
Scot MacLachlan came off his 
line and blocked Whyte’s first 
attempt with his foot but the 
Kyles man forced the rebound 
just over the line to make it 3-1.   

Another brilliant MacLachlan 
saved, this time just under his 
crossbar, kept out a Dunkie 
Kerr piledriver. 

With four minutes remaining, 
there was a scuffle following a 
late Andrew McMurdo swing 
which caught Dunkie Kerr 
across the legs. 

McMurdo was shown a straight 
red card by referee Cameron, 
probably for his role in the 
aftermath rather than the initial 
challenge. 

Sandy MacKenzie came off for 
Kyles as the final moved into the 
closing stages and his side safely 
saw out the closing minutes to 
gives Kyle Athletic their fourth 

successive Gregor Cameron 
Consultancy Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup success, a feat they 
last achieved between 1920 and 
1923. Mairi MacNiven presented 
the Donald J MacNiven 
Memorial Medal for man of 
the match to young Inveraray 
goalie Scott MacLachlan; a 
deserved accolade for one of 
shinty’s brightest prospects who 
produced a number of fine saves 
during the game. 

A delighted Kyles Athletic 
captain John Whyte lifted 
the famous trophy and the 
celebrations began.

The referee at Saturday’s final 
was presented with the Jack 
Asher Memorial Medal. Jack 
was a director of the Glasgow 
Celtic Society for 50 years and a 
foremost referee for more than 
40 years, officiating at three 
Camanachd Cup finals and 
three Glasgow Celtic Society 
Cup finals. 

Appropriately the memorial 
medal is an inscribed silver Acme 

Thunderer referee’s whistle - 
and the first recipient was one of 
shinty’s most respected officials, 
Deek Cameron of Fort William.

John MacLeod, president of 
the Glasgow Celtic Society, 
said: ‘Jack Asher was passionate 
about shinty as a player and 
referee. 

‘He served the Glasgow Celtic 
Society with distinction for 
more than 50 years. His fellow 
directors decided to recognise 
his contribution to the society 
and to refereeing by making an 
annual award to the cup final 
referee.’

The Jack Asher Memorial 
Whistle.

Artemis Macaulay 
Cup – quarter 
� nals
Skye Camanachd 3 
Kinlochshiel 4
Kinlochshiel reached the Arte-
mis Macaulay Cup semi-finals 
with a 4-3 win over Skye Cama-
nachd in their 3pm throw up at 
Pairc nan Laoch, Portree. 

Skye started well but it was 
’Shiel who went in front on 10 
minutes when John MacRae 
forced the ball home from close 
range. 

James Pringle drew Skye level 
on 18 minutes with a smart shot 
across the keeper from the Skye 
left. 

John MacRae netted his sec-
ond from a corner on 28 minutes 
to put ‘Shiel back in front. The 
goal came against the run of 
play and seemed to knock Skye. 

The visitors took advantage 
and a superb half-volley from 
Jordan Fraser flew into the top 
corner of the net making it 3-1 
on 37 minutes and it stayed that 
way until the break. 

Skye’s James Pringle made it 
3-2 with an opportunist finish 
from inside the ‘D’ on 52 min-
utes but a firm Oliver MacRae 
drive made it 4-2 on 59 minutes.

When ’Shiel defender Mark 
MacDonald turned a cross 
from the left into his own net, 

under pressure from Jordan 
Murchison, it made it 4-3 with 
66 minutes played. 

It took a great Scott Kennedy 
save at the death to deny Danny 
Morrison - who had hit the post 
in the first half - to keep the visi-
tors in front. They meet Lovat in 
the semi-finals. 

Newtonmore 1 
Lovat 2
(after extra-time)
Lovat will play Kinlochshiel 
in the Artemis Macaulay Cup 
semi-finals after they beat New-
tonmore 2-1 after extra-time at 
the Eilan.

The first real threat on goal 
came on 23 minutes when a 25- 
yard Conor Jones drive from the 
‘More right was expertly dealt 
with by Lovat keeper Stuart 
MacDonald who got his body 
behind the ball. 

Newtonmore took defender 
Andy MacKintosh off on 28 
minutes as he had a tight ham-
string. It was a precautionary 
measure and Iain Richardson 
came on in his place. 

Stuart MacDonald was called 
into action again on 32 minutes 
when he saved a powerful Evan 
Menzies shot just under the bar.

Lovat came close on 25 minutes 
when Greg Matheson swiped at 
the ball in the air but his effort 
was deflected for a corner. 

Newtonmore lost forward 
Evan Menzies with a hand 

injury on 36 minutes and Chris 
Sellar came on as a replacement. 

The first half was end-to-end 
but with a lack of goalmouth 
action. Newtonmore just edged 
proceedings, getting closer to 
their opponents goal than Lovat 
managed. 

Lovat replaced Euan Ferguson 
with Calum MacAulay at half-
time. 

Newtonmore were now dom-
inating the centre line but the 
Lovat defence, in which Danny 
Kelly shone, was excellent. 
Daniel Grieve also caught the 
eye, initially marking Norman 
Campbell and then Steven Mac-
Donald. 

Newtonmore took the lead on 
75 minutes. Conor Jones got a 
touch to a high ball into the goal 
area and Jones steered the ball 
into the net ahead of an on-rush-
ing Stuart MacDonald. 

Newtonmore brought Neil 
Stewart on for Iain Robinson a 
minute later. 

A blistering Graeme Mac-
Millan shot was well saved with 
his hand by ‘More goalie Owen 
Fraser on 81 minutes. 

Lovat equalised a minute later. 
There was a scramble at the 
edge of the ’More ‘D’ and the 
ball broke to Greg Matheson 
who crashed the ball through a 
ruck of players, past an unsight-
ed Owen Fraser into the net to 
make it 1-1. 

With no further scoring, refer-

ee Graham Cameron took the 
tie into extra time.   

The game’s decisive goal came 
on 104 minutes. Lovat’s Lorne 
MacKay shielded the ball and 
held it up until Greg Matheson 
was in position and Matheson 
sent a terrific 30-yard drive from 
wide on the right into the net to 
make it 2-1. 

Newtonmore made changes 
a couple of minutes later. Full 
back Steven MacDonald and 
full forward Norman Campbell 
swapped positions, whilst Evan 
Menzies and Iain Robinson 
came back on. 

With a lot of bunching and 
compact, frantic play, another 
goal seemed unlikely. ’More 
probably missed Glen MacK-
intosh’s composure, although 
Lovat will point to the fact they 
were minus the threat of Kevin 
Bartlett. 

So Lovat go through to the Ar-
temis Macaulay Cup semi-finals 
where they will face Kinlochshi-
el with the tie likely taking place 
at Braeview Park, Beauly. 

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Lochaber 1 
Oban Camanachd 1
Oban Camanachd sit at the top 
of the Premiership after a hard-
fought draw at Spean Bridge. 

Lochaber boss Ally Ferguson 

still had defender Jack Dignan 
on his injury list whilst full back 
Lachlan Campbell and buck-
shee forward Kevin Ferguson 
were banned as their bookings 
against Newtonmore in the RBS 
MacTavish Cup Final took them 
through the disciplinary points 
threshold. 

Oban Camanachd manager 
Iain Hay started with David 
Lafferty in midfield, as Aidan 
MacIntyre had a knee injury, but 
he was on the bench alongside 
Andrew MacCuish and Scott 
MacMillan. 

Oban opened the scoring with 
only a minute and 43 seconds 
played. Lochaber defender 
Barry MacDonald and Oban’s 
Daniel Cameron collided and 
referee John Angus Gillies 
waved play on. 

The ball was knocked through 
to Connor Howe and his drive 
from 15 yards nestled in the 
keeper’s bottom left-hand cor-
ner of the net.
  With most of the pressure, the 
Oban side looked to increase 
their lead but found home 
keeper Callum MacDonald in 
excellent form denying Daniel 
Cameron and Daniel MacVicar.
 The second half saw the home 
side re-shuffle and they were 
now beginning to pose problems 
for the Oban defence. Midway 
through the second half, the 
Spean bridge men equalised 
through Neil MacDonald.
 This stung Camanachd into 
action but try as they might they 
could not find a way past the 
home keeper and had to settle 
for a share of the spoils.

The match was played at a 
good pace with Lorn Dickie 
excellent in midfield. Oban, 
who had the bulk of the shots on 
target, would surely have taken 
both points had it not been 
for some unbelievable saves 
from Lochaber keeper Callum 
MacDonald. His best stop came 
when Oban broke forward and 
referee John Angus Gilles al-
lowed advantage for an attempt-
ed trip by Barry MacDonald on 
Daniel Cameron. Cameron then 

unleashed a 20 yard drive which 
MacDonald tipped over the bar 
with his caman.

Team manager Ian Hay said: 
‘The point gained today takes 
us to the top of the league which 
is good as we reach the half-way 
stage.  We feel we have missed 
an opportunity to win the game, 
although Callum MacDonald 
denied us with some excellent 
saves.

‘With no fixture this Saturday, 
we can now focus on the Scot-
tish Cup tie the following week 
against Kilmallie which will be 
an extremely difficult match for 
us but with the team in confident 
mood we will approach the game 
in positively.’

Fort William 0 
Kingussie 3
Kingussie made it two league 
wins on the bounce after they 
defeated Fort William 3-0 in 
their 3.30pm throw up at An 
Aird.

Arran MacPhee returned to 
the Fort William attack after 
his outing with the reserves a 
week earlier following his return 
from injury. Stevie Stewart was 
missing. 

Kingussie were without the 
suspended Fraser Munro and 
the injured Ryan Borthwick. 
Thomas Borthwick returned 
but Savio Genini continued in 
attack following his hat-trick 
against Lochaber a week earlier. 

Kingussie opened the scoring 
on 10 minutes when buckshee 
back Robert Mabon, who played 
well against Bryan Simpson, 
sent a long clearance forward. 
A nice passing move at speed 
saw the ball move from James 
Hutchison to Savio Genini and 
on to James Falconer who hit 
the ball past Paul MacKay to 
make it 1-0. 

Thomas Borthwick’s strong 
running was causing the Fort 
William defence problems and 
following one such run, Savio 
Genini collected the ball at the 
back post to score on 25 minutes.  

Savio Genini made it five goals 
in two outings when he again 

knocked the ball home from the 
back post on 40 minutes. Paul 
MacKay made some good saves 
in the home goal with the Kin-
gussie forward line of Thomas 
Borthwick, James Falconer, Sav-
io Genini and James Hutchison 
playing well.

Hutchison took a knock 
and had to be replaced. Jake 
MacPherson came on at wing 
centre with Rory MacGregor 
pushing on to wing forward. 

Garry Munro played very well 
at full centre for Kingussie and 
his return to the side in the last 
couple of weeks has made a huge 
difference after six weeks out 
with a hamstring problem. 

Fort William stuck to the task 
throughout and will be pleased 
to have Arran MacPhee back in 
the fold, but they were unable 
to break through the Kingussie 
rear-guard. 

The win lifts Kingussie into 
the top half of the table. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Inverness 1 
Caberfeidh 2
After reaching the Balliemore 
Cup Final last weekend, Caber-
feidh returned to league action 
where they overcame Inverness 
2-1 at the Bught Park.

Arran MacMaster put Inver-
ness ahead after just five min-
utes, only for Jamie MacKintosh 
to level on 14 minutes.

Caberfeidh’s Liam Symonds 
grabbed the winning goal on 31 
minutes with Inverness claiming 
it was offside. 

Inverness keeper Allan Ma-
cLeod made a number of fine 
saves to keep his side in the 
game, but the home side also hit 
the post three times in the game. 

Inverness could be without 
Craig Nicolson for a time as 
he required a trip to Raigmore 
hospital after suffering a hand 
knock. 

Caberfeidh go second in the 
league, a point behind leaders 
Inveraray. 
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results
Friday June 24
North Division 1
Newtonmore v Kingussie
Postponed - unplayable 
field 

Saturday June 25
Celtic Society Cup Final
Inveraray 1-3 Kyles Athletic
  
Macaulay Cup
quarter fi nal
Skye 3-4 Kinlochshiel  
Newtonmore 1-2 Lovat  

Premiership 
Fort William 0-3 Kingussie 
Lochaber 1-1 Oban Camanachd

National Division 
Inverness 1-2 Caberfeidh 

North Division 1
Fort William 1-0 Lovat 
Kinlochshiel 2-3 Glenurquhart
Strathglass 4-4 Beauly 

South Division 1
Glenorchy 2-1 Oban Celtic 

North Division 2
Caberfeidh 3-0 Glengarry 
Lewis 1-6 Aberdeen University  
Lochaber P-P Boleskine
Boleskine unable to raise a 
team, points to Lochaber  
Lochcarron P-P Inverness
Inverness unable to raise a 
team, points to Lochcarron 
Strathspey 0-8 Kilmallie 

South Division 2
Aberdour 1-2 Tayforth  
Dunoon 3-0 Bute  

Marine Harvest Premiership
                  P        W     D      L       F       A     Pts
Oban Camanachd   9        6       2       1      16       8      14
Newtonmore   7        6       1       0      25       6      13    
Kinlochshiel  11       5       3       3      22     14      13
Kyles Athletic   8        5       2       1      25     11      12
Kingussie  11       5       2       4      20     18      12  
Lovat   11       5       1       5      23     26      11
Lochaber  11       1       5       6      15     28       7      
Skye    6        0       5       1       4       6        5    
Glenurquhart   9        2       0       7      13     28       4      
Fort William   9        0       1       8       7      25       1

Andrew McMurdo, Inveraray, and Innes MacDonald, Kyles, in action during the Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup � nal at Taynuilt on Saturday. Photograph by Kevin McGlynn.

Caberfeidh’s Ben MacDonald gets his block in just before Daniel 
Palombo of Inverness clears the ball during last Saturday’s 
National Division game at Bught Park which Cabers won by

 the odd goal in three. Photograph by Donald Cameron.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Strathglass 4 
Beauly 4
Strathglass go top of the table on 
goal difference after they drew 
4-4 with Beauly’s second team 
at Cannich.

Darren Reid put Strathglass 
in the lead on nine minutes but 
Beauly’s Marc MacLachlan 
levelled three minutes before 
the break. 

Marc MacLachlan went on to 
complete a quick-fire hat-trick 
with an early second half double 
on 47 and 49 minutes. 

Steven Hyslop scored on 52 
and 66 minutes to level the 
contest at 3-3.

Scott Douglas put the home 
side in front with a goal on 70 
minutes, only for Marc MacLa-
chlan to cap a fine individual 
display with his fourth goal of 
the afternoon on 79 minutes to 
make it 4-4. 

Kinlochshiel 2 
Glenurquhart 3
The visitors took the points 
with two late goals in the clash 
between the Kinlochshiel and 
Glenurquhart reserve teams at 
Kirkton.

Kinlochshiel’s Colin MacDiar-
mid was free of suspension. 

The first half ended goal-less 
but James MacPherson put the 
‘Glen’ ahead a minute after the 
restart. 

Scott MacLean on 59 minutes 
and Duncan ‘Ach’ MacRae on 
65 minutes turned the match 
around and had ’Shiel 2-1 ahead. 

Two late goals gave the ‘Glen’ 
the points though as Calum 
Miller struck on 84 minutes with 
James MacPherson getting his 
second a minute later to take 
the points. 

It’s tight at the bottom of the 
division, with four reserve teams 
only separated by a couple of 
points. Glenurquhart are on five 
points, Skye and Lovat have four 
points and Kinlochshiel are on 
three points.    

Fort William 1 
Lovat 0
The Fort William colts edged 
out the Lovat colts with a 1-0 
win in their 11am throw up at 
An Aird.

The only goal of the game 
came after 36 minutes when 
Fort youngster Victor Smith 
scored. A brilliant close-range 
double-save at the start of the 
second half from Lovat keeper 
Ronan MacMillan, who was out-
standing throughout, prevented 
Fort William from doubling 
their advantage. 

Lovat, who travelled with just 
12 players, pushed player/ man-
ager Martin Bell forward and 
they had a few half chances to 
nick a point. Fort William held 
on though and stay fifth in the 
league. 

Newtonmore P 
Kingussie P
There was disappointment for 
the gathering support when the 
reserve team derby between 
Newtonmore and Kingussie was 
postponed just ahead of the 7pm 
throw up on Friday June 24. 

Heavy rain in Badenoch on the 
Friday afternoon left the pitch 
unplayable so the match will be 
rescheduled for a later date. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Glenorchy 2 
Oban Celtic 1
Oban Celtic stay in third place 
in the league after losing 2-1 to 
Glenorchy in their 1pm throw up 
at Mark Park.

Glenorchy had huge selection 
problems and they were minus 
almost a full team. Duncan 
Smith started a two-match ban 
following his sending off against 
Aberdour a week earlier. John 
Sartain, Conor Sartain, Kieran 
McKay, James Livingstone, Ki-
eran Gallagher, Alec MacPher-
son, Iain Livingstone, Martin 
McKillop, Duncan Buchanan 
and Andy McLean were also 
unavailable.

Oban Celtic had nine players 
missing with David MacInnes, 
Rory Bruce, Ewan Mac-
Corquodale, David Graham, 
Allan Mckie, Gerry Kilmurray, 
Kieran Carnie, Scott Burnett 
and Fraser MacMillan all miss-
ing. 

Manager Kenny Wotherspoon 
still had 15 players to choose 
from though. 

There was debate as to whether 
the match would go ahead be-
cause of the length of the grass 
at the Mart Park but referee 
Willie MacDonald started the 
game and Oban Celtic forced a 
number of saves from Glenorchy 
keeper MacNulty. 

Glenorchy never really threat-
ened the Celtic goal in the first 
half and the encounter was 
goalless at the break. 

The length of the grass made 
it difficult for both teams. Each 
struggled to adapt to the pitch 
and it was impossible to play any 
clever shinty. 

Glenorchy opened the scoring 
against the run of play when a 
ball floated over the Celtic de-
fence fell to young Celtic keeper 
Scott Mossman who wasn’t able 
to get the ball away. 

Glenorchy forward Graham 
Morrice was left with a tap-in 
to make it 1-0 with 58 minutes 
played. 

Celtic tried to get back into the 
game but found the experienced 
Allan MacKechnie in fine form 
in the Glenorchy defence and 
when the visitors did get shots on 
target, keeper MacNulty was on 
hand to deal with them. 

The match was settled on 80 
minutes with a goal similar to 
the opener when Calum Kirsop 

made it 2-0 from close range.  
Ally McKerracher pulled a goal 
back on the stroke of full time, 
but it was too late. 

Celtic forward Daniel Mac-
Millan took the full force of a 
swinging caman to the throat 
in stoppage time and a hospital 
visit was required but thankfully  
he was released from hospital 
late on Saturday night. 

The win lifts Glenorchy to 
sixth in the table, only behind 
fifth-placed Taynuilt on goal 
difference. 

After the match, Oban Celtic 
manager Kenny Wotherspoon’s 
first thoughts were with his 
injured played. 

He said: ‘I’m glad to hear 
Daniel was ok. He took a bad 
one and we were all concerned 
about him. 

‘As for the match, we took a 
sore one today. All the boys 
are disappointed. We will have 
pretty much a full team for the 
away trip to Aberdour which is 
good and I’ll make sure our boys 
are fired right up for this one.’

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Lewis Camanachd 1 
Aberdeen University 6
Aberdeen University beat Lewis 
Camanachd 6-1 in their 1pm 
throw up at Braeview Park. 

Lewis Camanachd welcomed 
former Lochbroom stand-out 
Seumas Charity back into their 
squad, whilst Paddy Sinclair also 
returned. 

The free-scoring Aberdeen 
side has a potent strike force 
and they were evident again in 
this encounter.

There were some good saves 
at both ends before Robbie 
MacDonald and Ewen Fraser 
gave the Granite City side a 2-0 
interval lead. 

Lewis Camanachd’s Stuart 
Campbell missed from the 
penalty spot before second half 
braces from Stuart Cameron 
and Alex Duncan counted for 
the students.

Lewis got some consolation 
from a fine strike by youngster 
Scott MacLeod. 

Jamie Beaton’s Aberdeen 
University side have a perfect 
11 wins from their opening 11 
fixtures. 

They lead second place Loch-
carron by four points, although 
the Battery Park side has a game 
in hand. The sides meet in Aber-
deen this coming Saturday. 

 
Caberfeidh 3 
Glengarry 0
The Caberfeidh colts scored 
three times in the second half 
to beat Glengarry 3-0 at Castle 
Leod.

Cabers were without the 
suspended Paddy Wilson who 
started a two-game ban.

A hard, low Neil Rose drive 
from around 30 yards put Ca-
bers ahead on 47 minutes and 
another good strike from David 
Mellis added a second a couple 
of minutes later.

Colin MacLennan rounded 
off the 3-0 win with a goal on 
70 minutes with a low shot from 
distance and Cabers remain in 
fourth spot. 

Strathspey Camanachd 0 
Kilmallie 8
The Kilmallie second team 
recorded another win, their 
fourth in a row, when they beat 
Strathspey Camanachd 8-0 at 
Grantown Grammar School.

The game was only a couple of 
minutes old when Aaron Sandi-
son gave the visitors the lead. 
Ross MacKenzie made it 2-0 on 
20 minutes and that was the end 
of the first half scoring.

The goals flowed in the second 
half, with Ross MacKenzie get-
ting his second on 55 minutes. 

Calum MacDougall on 65 
minutes and Bryan MacKay just 
three minutes later made it 5-0.

Ross MacKenzie completed 
his hat-trick on 76 minutes. Bry-
an MacKay got his second on 
78 minutes before Kyle Michie 
completed the 8-0 win just eight 
minutes from time.

The Kilmallie colts climb to 
fifth spot in the league and they 
have games in hand on the teams 
above them.   

Oban Camanachd Under 17s with the MacQuiston Cup after their comprehensive win over Inveraray.

Saturday July 2
Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup Semi Final
Tayforth v Newtonmore  
Ross Brown - 1pm
at Aberdour
Glenurquhart v Kingussie   
John Wood
at Bught Park

Artemis Macaulay
Cup Quarter Final
Kyles Athletic v Glasgow MA 
Robert Baxter

Marine Harvest Premiership
Fort William v Skye  
Graham Cameron - 3pm
Kinlochshiel v Kingussie  
Deek Cameron
Lovat v Glenurquhart 
Innes Wood  
Newtonmore v Lochaber   
David Mitchell
  
Marine Harvest
National Division 
Ballachulish v Inveraray   
Lachie Wood  
Beauly v Bute   
Calum Girvan - 1pm
Kilmallie v Inverness  
Martin Maclean

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Skye v Strathglass   
John Matheson
Fort William v Kinlochshiel 
John Angus Gillies - noon 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Aberdour v Oban Celtic  
Alan Harrison - 4pm
Taynuilt v Lochside Rovers  
Archie Ritchie 
Col Glen v Kyles Athletic
Iain Kennedy
Glenorchy v Inveraray  
Ronnie Campbell

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Aberdeen Uni v Lochcarron  
Neil Ferguson 
Caberfeidh v Kilmallie  
Brian MacKay
Lewis v Lochaber  
Willie MacDonald 
Strathspey v Boleskine  
Andy MacLean
at Kincraig

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Dunoon v Glasgow Mid Argyll 
Euan Pearson 
Oban Lorn v Kilmory  
Scot McNeil

Throw ups 2.30pm unless 
stated.

MacQuiston Cup Final 
(Under 17s)
Oban Camanachd 9
Inveraray District 0
WITH home advantage, Oban Camanachd’s 
talented under 17 team proved too strong for a 
plucky Inveraray outfit.
 Team captain Daniel MacVicar was in terrific 
form scoring six times, with further goals from 
Lewis Buchanan, Daniel MacCuish and Craig 
MacMillan ensuring a comprehensive victory 
for the home side. The trophy was presented to 
man of the match Daniel MacVicar by the chief 
operating officer of the Camanachd Association 
Torquil MacLeod on a day that must have pleased 
team coaches David MacCuish, Scott Buchanan 
and George Easton.

Lochcarron W/O
v Inverness
Second-placed Lochcarron 
were awarded the points when 
the Inverness second team were 
unable to field a team for their 
encounter at Battery Park.

Lochaber W/O
v Boleskine
The Lochaber second team 
remain third in the division after 
they were awarded the points 
when Boleskine were unable to 
raise a team for their 3pm throw 
up at Spean Bridge.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Dunoon Camanachd 3 
Bute 0
Dunoon Camanachd recorded 
their second league win of the 
season when they beat the Bute 
second team 3-0 at Dunoon 
Stadium.
 Dunoon’s Jonathon Black 
started a four-match ban fol-
lowing his sending off against 

Oban Lorn in his team’s last 
outing.  Neil-Bo Finlayson put 
Dunoon ahead on 22 minutes 
and Thomas Duncan doubled 
their advantage three minutes 
later. 
Jamie Morrison added a third 
goal with five minutes remain-
ing. The win lifts Dunoon off 
the bottom of the table.            

Aberdour 1 
Tayforth 2
It was top versus bottom at 
Silver Sands where Tayforth had 
to work all the way to beat the 
Aberdour second team 2-0.

Aberdour made the better 
start but as Tayforth settled 
into the game, Finlay Stark gave 
them the lead on 29 minutes. 

David Arnott made it 2-0 on 
32 minutes following a corner. 

Aberdour halved the deficit 
on the hour mark when Kieran 
Burns finished off a good pass-
ing move.  Tayforth had the ball 
in the net for a third time but the 
effort was ruled out for offside 
by referee David Mitchell.

This was Tayforth’s game in 
hand over Kilmory and they go 
top of the table, two points clean 
of their MacRae Park title rivals.

Ken MacMaster Trophy
(Under 14s)
Oban Camanachd 14
Aberdour 0
THE CLUB’S Under 14 development group com-
pleted a successful weekend for Oban Camanachd 
with a convincing win to reach the semi-final of 
the MacMaster Cup.
 Goals were scored by Lennon Campbell (4), 
Daniel Sloss, Louie MacFarlane (2), Jamie 
MacGillvary (3), Ross Campbell (3) and sub 
Matthew Sloss.
  Taking in the game was South Development 
Officer Euan MacMurdo and chief operating 
officer for the Camanachd Association Torquil 
MacLeod who commented on the good work by 
the respective team coaches.
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday June 30, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 01.47 3.3 07.57 1.3 14.13 3.2 20.22 1.3
Fri 02.58 3.5 09.01 1.1 15.17 3.4 21.31 1.1
Sat 03.55 3.6 09.57 1.0 16.08 3.6 22.31 0.9
Sun 04.45 3.8 10.48 0.8 16.54 3.8 23.24 0.8
Mon 05.30 3.8 11.35 0.7 17.37 3.9  **.**  *.*
Tues 00.13 0.7 06.12 3.9 12.20 0.6 18.18 4.0
Wed 00.59 0.7 06.52 3.8 13.02 0.6 18.58 4.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

17 13

12

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 13ºC.
Friday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 13ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds light west north westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 14ºC.

Youth football

Shinty

All systems go for D & K La� erty Cup tournament
OBAN SAINTS Football Club 
secretary David Buchanan 
reports that arrangements 
are all in order for their 23rd 
annual football tournament, 
again kindly sponsored by D & 
K Lafferty Contractors, which 
takes place on Saturday.
 Unfortunately, St Johnstone 
have pulled out this season so 
there will only be five teams 
instead of six taking part.
 The competing clubs are 
Heart of Midlothian, Hamilton 
Accies, Dundee United, Alloa 

Football

Jon Daly will be in charge of 
the Hearts squad.

Dundee United coach Dave 
Bowman.

Athletic and Oban Saints.
 The competition, held at 
Mossfield Stadium and Glen-
cruitten Park, starts at 11am 
and is played on a round robin 
basis with the teams taking  
on each other in short, sharp 
40-minute games.
 Hearts coach Jon Daly, the 
former Dundee United and 
Rangers striker, said: ‘This 
is a great tournament, ideal 
for pre-season match fitness. 
It allows the coaches to give 
all their squad plenty of game 

time. They could field four 
different teams on the day if 
they wanted to.
 ‘I actually captained the Dun-
dee United team that won the 
tournament back in 2010 and 
I’m looking forward to making 
another trip to Oban.’
 The Hearts squad will be 
staying in Oban on the Friday 
evening before the competi-
tion.
 Former Scotland internation-
alist and Dundee United coach 
Dave Bowman added: ‘I’ve 

been coming to this tourna-
ment for years and the format 
is excellent.
 ‘It’s always a great day out 
and our fans love coming to 
Oban.’

Tournament fixtures: 
 Dundee United v Hamilton 
Accies, Mossfield; Hearts v 
Alloa Athletic, Glencruitten. 
Both games kick-off at 11am.
 Oban Saints v Alloa Athletic, 
Mossfield; Hamilton Accies v 
Hearts, Glencruitten. Games 
kick off at noon.

 Oban Saints v Hearts, 
Mossfield; Dundee United v 
Alloa Athletic, Glencruitten. 
Games kick off at 1pm.
 Hearts v Dundee United, 
Mossfield; Oban Saints v 
Hamilton Accies, Glencruit-
en. Games kick-off at 2pm.
 Hamilton Accies v Alloa Ath-
letic, Mossfield; Dundee Unit-
ed v Oban Saints, Glencruitten. 
Games kick off at 3pm.

FootballSPORTING Futures USA is 
delighted to announce that 
Connor Howe, of the class of 
2016, has committed his future 
to top National Junior College 
Athletic Association Ancilla 
College in Indiana. 

Oban’s Connor is a pacey 
forward with a real eye for goal. 
He can operate on either the left 
or the right of midfield or as a 
forward and is sure to bring an 
attacking edge to Ancilla Col-
lege Charger’s team.

Connor was originally picked 
after being seen in action with 
Dumbarton FC’s youth academy. 
The Oban youngster now plays 
for Oban Saints under-19s.

Interestingly, football isn’t 
Connor’s only passion. He is a 
top shinty player and is one of 
the star performers with Oban 
Camanachd and has represent-
ed Scotland at the sport.

Ancilla College head coach 
David Jacobs is excited to bring 
Connor to Indiana and was 
quoted as saying: ‘I have been 

Connor to further his football 
career in
the USA

impressed by all the reports 
that I have had on Connor and, 
having spoken with him about 
his plans to play in the United 
States, I feel that we can offer 
him a platform to progress his 
career here at Ancilla College. 
We are looking forward to 
getting Connor over here and to 
seeing him in a Chargers jersey.’

Sporting Futures USA’s David 
Binnie added: ‘We would like 
to take this opportunity to wish 
Connor all the very best ahead 
of his big move. We can say with 
some confidence that he will 
thrive over there in the United 
States and we are looking for-
ward to watching him succeed in 
his new environment.’
 Connor is hoping to fly out 
in the first week of August, as 
pre-season starts on August 3. 
However, the Oban man can’t 
book his flights until he has his 
I-20 [certificate of eligibility for 

Football

non-immigrant student status], 
which he will hopefully receive 
next month when he attends an 
interview in Belfast. 

Connor’s dad, Robert, said: 

‘I think it will be great. It’s a 
fantastic opportunity for him. It 
can’t get any better than study-
ing in the States and playing a 
game you love.

‘On the other hand, it’s quite 
hard for them to leave their fam-
ilies and he will miss his shinty, 
especially with Camanachd 
having the possibility of getting 

to the Scottish Cup final. He 
would be gutted to miss that. 

‘The only worry is a lot of people 
get homesick, but I think he will 
be OK. He loves his football.’

Oban’s Connor Howe will travel to America later this year to continue his studies on a football scholarship at Ancilla College in Indiana.

MORE THAN 200 children in 
Oban swapped the classroom 
for a day of sun, fun and football 
last Thursday.

The primary school kids made 
their way to Mossfield Stadium 
to take part in the Tesco Bank 
Football Challenge, organised 
by Argyll and Bute Council.

The event is the end product of 
six weeks of coaching and aims 
to encourage primary two and 
three children to become more 
active. 

Football development manager 
Martin Rae visited the primary 
schools once per week to train 
the kids for the big day.

Boys and girls were separated 
and split in two teams of four 
to play in small-sided games 
through out the day.

Martin said: ‘This is an event 
for them to come together and 
play football. It’s absolutely 
brilliant and the weather makes 
it great also.’

There was no winner in the end 
as the programme challenges 
the ‘win at all costs’ mentality 
and instead focuses on providing 
opportunities to take part and the 
benefits of living an active life.

Fun in the sun at 
Tesco Bank
Football Challenge

Sun, fun and football at the Tesco Bank Challenge.
Primary school children got a chance to show of their football 

skills at the Tesco Bank Challenge. 

OBAN Saints and Campbeltown 
Pupils will compete in the SAFL 
Premier Division, Lochgilphead 
Red Star in Premier Division 2A 
and Tarbert will play in Premier 
Division 2B.

League formation

Camanachd 
Association area 
consultation 
meetings

IN LINE with the agreed 
Strategic Plan for Shinty 
2015-2017, the Camanachd 
Association will carry out a 
series of local area consultation 
meetings with members during 
the coming weeks.

The purpose of these 
meetings is to provide members 
with the opportunity to discuss 
relevant matters with board 
representatives and key staff. 
It also provides an opportunity 
for the Camanachd Association 
to update members on recent 
developments and future plans 
within the sport, including 
possible submissions to the 2016 
Camanachd Association AGM 
in November.

Dates and locations are as 
follows: Wednesday July 6, 7pm-
9pm, Caberfeidh Shinty Club,  
Strathpeffer. Wednesday July 
13, 7pm-9pm, the sports pavilion 
(tbc), Taynuilt. Wednesday July 
20, 7pm-9pm, Fort William 
Shinty Club.
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 l DECKING AND MUCH MORE

IF YOU went down to the woods last 
Saturday you might have been in for a 
surprise as more than 30 children and 
families took part in a ‘teddy toddle’ 
in Glen Nevis.

Starting at Braveheart Car Park, 
the children were led on a walk to 
find teddies and then invited to make 
dens for the bears.

Tanya Ross said: ‘We are delighted 
to say that STAR for Harris’s first 
Bear Hunt Teddy Toddle was an 
incredible success and though we still 
have some money to come in, it looks 
like it will have raised just under 
£1,000 towards our ‘Reach for the 
Ward 2 Stars!’ campaign. 

‘We were, as always, overwhelmed 
by the incredible support given by 
our wonderful community with more 
than 30 children and their families 
taking part. Thankfully, the weather 
held out and the sun shone on us all 

as we toddled along the 2km route 
stopping halfway in the woods to 
hunt for the bears, have a snack and 
build dens for our teddies. The adults 
were just as enthusiastic in creating 
fantastic dens.’

STAR for Harris aims to sup-
port the treatment of childhood 
cancer and raise awareness of 
the reality of childhood cancer.
The money raised will be added to a 
fund for a playroom, garden area and 
family waiting area in the oncology 
ward at the new Royal Hospital for 
Sick Children in Edinburgh.

Ms Ross added: ‘We can’t thank 
everyone enough for their support 
and would like to give a special thank 
you to Ruari Watt from the Forestry 
Commission who set up the bear hunt 
and led us on our route. 

‘He was just fantastic in giving us 
advice on organising this event.’

ONE OF Fort William’s busiest youth 
hostels could be demolished and 
replaced with a state-of-the-art facility.

An application was submitted to the 
Highland Council on June 8 to demol-
ish the popular Glen Nevis youth hostel 
and build a new one on land south of 
the existing building. The site of the 
current building would be used for car 
parking.

Situated at the foot of Ben Nevis, 
the youth hostel has been hosting hill 
walkers and climbers for 83 years. But 
the Scottish Youth Hostel Association 
(SYHA) revealed plans to demolish the 
property, whose path leads directly to 
the Ben’s submit, after it was deemed 
no longer fit for purpose.

An initial inspection of the hostel 

was undertaken in May 2014, which 
established options available to SYHA 
for improving the premises. A report 
submitted alongside the planning 
application said: ‘When viewed [the 
hostel] against current legislation there 
are clearly a number of shortcomings.’

The building was constructed in 1938 
and underwent renovation in 1970. 
Since then it has remained largely 
unchanged and was described in the 
report as ‘basic but functional’.

The review highlighted the need for 
rooms with wheelchair/disabled access 
smaller double rooms, or family rooms, 
with ensuite facilities.

The structure of the building is 
‘generally sound’ but the exterior was 
described as having ‘a number of main-

tenance issues’. It was therefore noted 
that significant investment would be 
needed to modernise the electrical and 
maintenance standards.

The report concluded that the new 
proposal would provide a hostel in Glen 
Nevis ‘with a commercial sustainable 
future’.

A spokesperson for SYHA Hostelling 
Scotland said: ‘SYHA Hostelling Scot-
land has been in Glen Nevis for 83 years 
and has made a planning application 
with a view to replacing our existing 
youth hostel with a new state-of-the-art 
building. 

‘We are very excited by this project 
which has been largely driven by 
customer feedback and our desire to 
modernise hostelling in Scotland.’

A FAMILY who have spent 
the last two years building up 
a business in Laggan are being 
forced to close up shop after 
losing their right to stay in the 
UK .

The Zielsdorf family arrived 
in Scotland in 2008 and were 
accepted for an entrepreneur-
ial visa. They set up home with 
their five children in Laggan, 
opening the area’s only store.

Originally from Canada, 
the family have invested 
more than £200,000 of their 

own cash to build up the 
business which operates as 
a coffee shop, general store 
and holiday let. However, 
they have had to put it up for 
sale as their request for a visa 
extension was refused leaving 
them classed as ‘over-stayers’.

Jason Zielsdorf described 
the situation as a fiasco and 
says it’s been an emotional few 
months for the family.  

He added: ‘We have been 
back and forth with the Home 
Office and are now being told 
our extension failed due to 
not hiring a second full time 
member of staff for a year.’

Following the extension 
refusal, the Zielsdorfs were 
given four months to sell 
up and leave the UK. Mr 
Zielsdorf said: ‘Three weeks 
into that process our driving 
licences were taken away. 
Even someone who is sent to 
jail doesn’t have that happen 
to them.’

The family’s case is being 
championed by Drew Hendry 
MP.

Mr Zielsdorf further ex-
plained: ‘The Prime Minister 
had said he would help with 
our case but didn’t so Mr 
Hendry got in touch with 

James Brokenshire from the 
Home Office and asked for a 
meeting in lieu of that prom-
ise. We don’t believe they are 
going to change their minds 
but at least the deadline might 
be extended.’

He added: ‘We are hoping 
we can have enough time to 
stay and ensure the business 
is sold. I fully understand the 
Home Office can legally ask us 
to leave, but I don’t agree that 
our children should be robbed 
of the chance to have a good 
future. My youngest child was 
born here and my oldest has 
spent half his life here, playing 

shinty and being immersed 
in the Scottish way of life.  I 
guess by default we will have 
to return to Canada but it 
certainly wasn’t the plan.’

Drew Hendry told The Oban 
Times: ‘I am pleased I was 
finally granted a meeting with 
the Minister, however, as it is 
so very late in the process, the 
challenges are much greater. 

‘That said, I remain hopeful 
that he listened to the strong 
arguments for Jason and 
Christy’s case. As they are un-
der threat of immediate expul-
sion the primary objective for 
the family, from the meeting, 

was to win more time and to 
get some of their documents, 
such as their driving licences 
returned, to allow them to 
live normally whilst their case 
continues. I am still awaiting 
the minister’s full response 
but have written to him again 
asking for an urgent update.

Mr Hendry continued: ‘I 
have been inundated with 
support for the family. It has 
been uplifting to see how the 
community has united behind 
them. I know that all these 
kind thoughts and messages 
mean a lot to the Zielsdorf 
family.’

THREE men charged with en-
tering the local shinty club and 
stealing alcohol have been 
cleared.

Adam Ramsey, James Fraser 
and Frederic Dobinson ap-
peared at Fort William Sheri�  
Court last Wednesday (June 
22) in relation to an incident 
on August 23, 2015. The men 
stood accused of dishonestly 
entering Fort William Shinty 
Club and stealing alcohol but 
were found not guilty after 
trial.

LOCHABER high school pu-
pils achieved great results at 
this year’s UK Mathematics 
Trust’s Junior Maths Chal-
lenge.

The young students 
achieved two gold, nine 
silver and 12 bronze awards.

Gregory Woodward S1 and 
Kyle Dignan S2 won best in 
year certi� cates and £50. 

Kyle also received the 
trophy for the highest score 
in Lochaber High, kindly do-
nated by Lochaber Housing 
Association.

AN ANTI-LITTER campaign by 
Lochaber students has been 
brought to life.

A poster by Kinlochleven 
High School pupils won the 
Coca Cola European Partners 
real business challenge in 
March and was displayed on a 
van travelling around the local 
area last Thursday.

Court clears trio 
of theft charges

Family facing deportation fi ght 
for more time to sell business

Results add up for 
high school pupils

Anti-litter poster 
brought to life

All ready to set o�  on a teddy bear hunt in Glen Nevis and to raise funds for Star for Harris. Photograph by Anthony MacMillan 

Photography.

Glen Nevis teddy toddle raises 
£1,000 for Harris campaign

New Glen Nevis youth hostel plan
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Between 8.30pm on Friday 
June 17 and 4pm on Sunday 
June 19, a snowboard was sto-
len from a grass bank beside a 
camper van parked in Glencoe 
Mountain Resort car park.

Between 9.30pm on Sunday 
June 19 and 3am on June 20, 
two bikes, one child and one 
adult, were removed from 
a close beside a house in 
Abrach Road, Inverlochy.

On Tuesday June 21 between 
5.30pm and 7.30pm, a mirror 
on a car parked in Inverlochy 
car park was damaged.

Sometime between June 6 
and June 23, a quantity of 
electrical cable was removed 
from works at Claggan 
Football pitch, Fort William.

On June 23, damage and gra�  ti 
was discovered at Alt Na Reigh, 
beside the A82 at Glencoe.

Police are investigating an 
incident at the VisitScotland 
premises in Strontian on 
Sunday June 26.

They are keen to speak 
to anyone in the vicinity 
around 2.15pm who saw a 
man acting suspiciously. 
He is described as approx-
imately 60 years of age 
with ginger hair and a 
white moustache wearing 
light-coloured clothing.

THE HIGHLAND Council 
has confirmed it will sustain 
its current funding for Addi-
tional Support Needs (ASN) 
in primary and secondary 
schools, but some parents are 
still concerned.

Despite taking measures to 
address a £40m budget gap, 
the council has said funding 
for the 2016/17 school year will 
remain unchanged.

In February this year the 
council said it would make 
savings from voluntary redun-
dancies and a spokesman said: 
‘Voluntary redundancies have 
been agreed with managers in 
additional support services.
The allocation to schools will 
continue at the current level 
and there will be no reduction 
in the overall number of pupil 
support assistants.

A council statement did 
however reveal there will be 

changes in the level of staffing 
to a number of schools, saying: 
‘The resourcing model en-
sures that funding is allocated 
where the need is identified, 
and therefore additional sup-
port in each school can change 
year on year, as needs within 
the school also changes.’  

For schools and parents this 
will mean that where ASN has 
increased, so will the number 
of pupil support assistants, 
and where ASN has fallen, 
schools will see a reduction 
in the number of support 
workers.

Concerned mother, Marie 
Macpherson, whose son has 
additional support needs, 
is extremely worried by the 
current situation.

A week ago she launched 
the petition Don’t Reduce 
Additional Support Needs In 
Schools In Highland Region 
which has already received 
more than 1,200 signatures.

Ms Macpherson told The 
Oban Times: ‘The council 

announcement is good in 
theory but there will be still be 
restructuring. For example, if 
one or two schools get a higher 
intake of additional support 
needs then another school will 
lose support. 

‘And if there is an increase 
in pupils who need level 1/2 
support then kids with level 
three support will still lose 
out. I am going to be affected 
as my son is level 2/3 ASN in a 
local school and will lose out 
if another school has a higher 
intake this year. 

‘The schools and the parents 
were kept in the dark about 
this situation and it shows us 
that decisions being made by 
the council are undemocratic.’

Ms Macpherson says she will 
continue to campaign during 
the summer as, like a lot of 
parents around Lochaber, she 
won’t know how her family 
will be affected until after the 
summer.  

She added: ‘I will also hold 
a public meeting on these 

cuts before the schools re-
turn.’ But Highland Council 
Leader Councillor Margaret 
Davidson said: ‘The council 
administration gave a com-
mitment that we would sustain 
and not reduce the allocation 
of Additional Support services 
to schools.

‘I am delighted we will 
deliver on that commitment. 
I know how important these 
services are to families and 
communities.  

‘There has been a lot of 
parental concern about the 
ASN budget, to which we have 
listened, and I am very pleased 
to make this announcement.’

Councillor Drew Millar, 
chairman of the Education, 
Children and Adult Services 
Committee, said: ‘In order to 
meet local needs, we will con-
tinue to make adjustments to 
ensure children get the appro-
priate level of support, while 
also looking at transitional 
arrangements in areas that 
face the greatest challenges.

‘SHOCK’ and ‘disappointment’ are 
words used by some highlanders to de-
scribe their reaction to the referendum 
vote which could see the UK leave the 
European Union.

According to the Highland Council, 
the total number of ballot papers count-
ed was 125,728. The total number of 
votes cast in favour to remain a member 
of the European Union was 70,308, 
while the total number of votes cast in 
favour of ‘leave’ was 55,349.

The Oban Times spoke to representa-
tives from organisations both local and 
farther afield and asked their reaction to 
the surprise vote.

Tom Bryan Brown, Chief Executive 
Officer of Mallaig and North west Fish-
ermen’s Association said: ‘I am probably 
as shocked as most people about the 
result.  

‘I really thought it would go the other 
way but, hey ho, this is the situation that 
we are in.  We will meet with the SFF at 
the end of June and discuss the impli-
cations for the Scottish fishing industry.

‘Our first major concern is that the 
fishing industry might be treated just as 
when the UK joined the EU – and that 
the fishing would become a negotiating 
tool in any future negotiations with the 
EU.  

‘The next major issue is whether this 
would trigger ‘Indy Ref 2’ and the im-

A WELL-KNOWN and re-
spected Lochaber resident 
has received a prestigious 
award after 40 years serv-
ing his community.

Colin Neilson was pre-
sented with the Freedom of 
Lochaber award last Sun-
day in recognition of his 
outstanding contribution to 
the community.

Elected to Fort William 
Town Council in 1971, Mr 
Neilson juggled this with 
his role as a life-appointed 
Justice of the Peace and as 
a member, and subsequent-
ly chairman, of the local 
health council. He also 
helped establish the Fort 
William Football Club, be-
coming its first chairman.

In 1975 Mr Neilson 
became an elected mem-
ber of the new Lochaber 
District Council, becoming 
chairman of the leisure 
and recreation committee 
and then chairman of 
the district council from 
1982 to 1988. Between 
1981 and 1991 Mr Neilson 
was a board member and 

subsequently chairman of 
Alcoholics Anonymous for 
Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, as well as chairman 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
European Services Com-
mittee. In 1988 he was 
appointed to the Highland 
Health Board becoming its 
vice chairman in 1999.

Presenting the award 
at a small gathering of 
family and friends, High-
land Council Lochaber 
Leader Councillor Thomas 
MacLennan paid tribute to 
Mr Neilson. 

‘Colin is well-known and 
respected in Fort William 
His unstinting enthusiasm 
and dedication have con-
tributed greatly to local 
government, health care 
and sport in Lochaber and 
beyond. Not many people 
can claim to have served 
their community for more 
than 40 years and it is in 
recognition of this service 
that the Highland Council 
is pleased and honoured 
to confer the Freedom of 
Lochaber to Colin Neilson.’

HOLOCAUST survivor Harry Bibring 
visited Lochaber High School last week to 
give a presentation about his experiences.

The visit was the final part of sixth year 
pupils’ Lewis Ross and Katie Laidlaw’s 
‘Next Steps’ project in the Lessons from 
Auschwitz initiative, organised by the 
Holocaust Education Trust (HET).

This involved the students going to Po-
land for a day, along with pairs from other 
schools across the UK, to visit Auschwitz 
I and Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration 
camps.

The pupils then carried out the ‘Next 
Steps’ project, informing fellow pupils 
and their communities about what they 
learned. Lewis and Katie created posters 

featuring quotes from Holocaust survivors 
which they displayed around the school 
and wrote articles about their experience.

They also gave presentations to second- 
year pupils on the week of Holocaust 
Memorial Day (January 27).

They arranged Mr Bibring’s visit through 
the HET’s outreach programme.

Mr Bibring gave his presentation to 
the second-year students and prominent 
people in the community. He told them 
about how he was separated from his 
family and taken to Britain as part of the 
Kindertransport scheme.

Lewis described the event as an ‘excellent 
chance to learn about one of the darkest 
periods of humanity’s history first-hand’.

KYLE Lifeboat, Spirit of Fred 
Olsen, launched at 4.05am on 
Monday at the request of Storno-
way Coastguard, after the yacht 
May Dream broke its mooring 
and ran aground in Plockton bay.

The lifeboat arrived on scene 
at 4.15am to find the 36-foot 
yacht, with two people on board, 
aground and listing heavily. 

Once the lifeboat crew were 
satisfied the yachtsmen were safe 

and in no danger, Kyle lifeboat 
returned to station at 7.20am.

The crew launched again at 
8.20am to return to the scene 
and make sure the yacht was 
not taking on any water or 
leaking fuel as it refloated on the 
incoming tide. Once the yacht 
had refloated and was in deeper 
water, the lifeboat escorted 
it to a safe mooring before 
returning to Kyle at 10.30am. 

plications that would have with regards 
to allocation of quota from the EU.
Generally speaking, most people I have 
spoken to are in favour of Brexit and did 
vote to leave – not many fishermen are 
enamoured with the EU and the current 
frame work.  

‘But we are currently in a state of un-
certainty that is no doubt going to bring 
challenges as well as opportunities.’

Allan Bowie, President, National 
Farmers Union Scotland, commented 
from the Royal Highland Show in 
Ingliston.  

He said: ‘The dramatic events of the 
past few hours will mark a period of 
great uncertainty for Scotland’s farmers 
and crofters.  What is also clear is that 
the role of the union in representing our 
members’ views and protecting their 
interests will rarely have been more 
important in our 103-year history.’

Ian Blackford, MP for Ross, Skye and 
Lochaber said:  ‘I am pleased that Scot-
land has voted to stay within Europe. 
We cannot be dragged out against our 
will. Where do we go from here? Scot-
land must pull together in our national 
interest. We have talked about what 
might trigger a future independence 
referendum. This is potentially a trigger, 
there is no secret that the SNP stands for 
independence for Scotland. It needs to 
be clear that the people see their future, 

Scotland’s future as an independent 
nation in Europe. None of us can look 
forward to see politics and the future of 
government in Westminster. If the result 
tells us anything, it is that Scotland and 
England are different countries. 

‘Time for us to accept our own respon-
sibilities.’ 

John Hutchison chairman of Lochaber 
Common Weal said: ‘While it is not 
surprising, my  personal view is that it is 
not the right decision.  

‘I do think there will be another 
referendum when the time is right.  
Scotland has had links with the EU for 
thousands of years and it is really pecu-
liar that we don’t have that right now.’

Reacting to the vote, Dr Richard 
Dixon, Director of Friends of the Earth 
Scotland, said: ‘The vote to leave the 
EU is a huge challenge to decades of 
progress on improving the environment 
and tackling climate change.  

‘Many of the politicians backing the 
leave vote are climate sceptics and 
against renewable energy, and much of 
the ‘red tape’ they complain about are 
the laws that have given us cleaner air 
and water, and forced companies to 
reduce pollution.  

‘In the 1980s our environmental 
record had us known as the ‘dirty man 
of Europe’. The fight is on to stop us 
slipping back to the bad old days.

EUROPEAN REFERENDUM REACTION FROM ACROSS WEST HIGHLANDS

May Dream found itself in trouble. Photograph by  Kyle RNLI.

Support funds stable 
but concern remains 

POLICE 
FILES 

Pupils rewarded 
for achievement 
CAOL Primary School recently 
marked the achievements 
of three pupils at a trophy 
presentation. Winners were: 
Bethan Watson who won the 
Catherine MacKenzie Cup 
for commitment, e� ort and 
behaviour; Ben MacKinnon, 
Sports Personality of the Year, 
and Elle Bissett, Con� dent 
Individual. 

Unstinting dedication 
earns Freedom award

Councillor Thomas MacLennan, left, presents Colin Neilson 
with the Freedom of Lochaber.

Holocaust survivor shares experiences with pupils

Harry Bibring with pupils Katie Laidlaw 
and Lewis Ross and teacher Jacqi Hume.

Richard Dixon. Allan Bowie. John Hutchison.

‘Shock’ and ‘disappointment’ at result

Lifeboat to rescue of yacht
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CAOL Primary School 
opened its doors to the public 
for the last time on Thursday 
June 23.

More than 450 former pupils 
and staff and community 
members joined the current 
staff and pupils to say goodbye 
to the school as it prepares to 
close after 64 years.

The pupils were involved in 
various projects for the open 
day, including staff profiles 
and old photographs of classes 
and staff throughout the years, 
and comparisons of uniforms, 
school dinners and technology 
over the years. 

Primary seven pupils inter-
viewed primary one teacher 
Margaret Stewart who will 
retire at the end of term.

TIMESLINE

AN ISLE of Lewis youngster has 
been crowned The Nicolson 
Institute’s ‘burger king’.  

Callum MacRichie, 12, won 
top prize in a school challenge 
run by Quality Meat Scotland, 
attracting around 250 entries.

Callum, whose recipe was 
inspired by the Isle of Lewis’ 
native language, created his 
Gaelic Big Marag Burger using 
pork and Stornoway black 
pudding. 

AN INNOVATIVE new visitor 
attraction is climbing in 
popularity.

Three Wise Monkeys 
Climbing recently opened 
in a renovated church in 
Fassifern Road, Fort William.

Scott Armstrong, VisitScot-
land, said: ‘This business has 
only been open for months 
and is already proving pop-
ular. This project is a perfect 
� t for 2016, Scotland’s Year 
of Innovation, Architecture 
and Design, as it has brought 
a derelict old church with ar-
chitectural gems back to life, 
with clever and innovative 
design. People may come to 
Scotland for the history, but 
they leave inspired by the 
modern and contemporary.’

NA H-EILEANAN an Iar SNP 
MSP Alasdair Allan is urging 
community groups in the 
Western Isles to apply for a 
share of a new £2 million fund 
to help local communities 
have a greater say in deci-
sion-making. 

The Scottish Government’s 
Community Choices Fund 
allows community groups to 
have a say on how and where 
money is spent in their area. 

A fund spokesman said: We 
want to see more decision 
making handed to local peo-
ple.’

Youngster wins 
burger challenge

THERE was something for 
everyone at this year’s Caol 
Gala.

Making use of the new Gaelic 
school grounds, community 
groups got together to support 
the event.  

There were performances 
by Lochaber Judo Club and 
cheerleading group Ben Nevis 
Allstars as well as a bonnie 
baby competition, raffles, 
strong man and kids compe-
tition and appearances by the 
gala queen.

Kirsty Kyle who helped 
organise the event said: ‘I’m 
exhausted but when you see 
everyone turn up and how they 
enjoy themselves it really does 
make it worth while. The mon-
ey we raised will go towards 
next year’s event. The strong 
man and the cheerleaders were 

new this year and they were 
really good. The whole thing 
just came together really well.

‘A lot of families don’t have 
the opportunity to spend a 
day out together so we try to 
subsidise the day as much as 
possible, keep things as local 
as possible and provide a day 
that’s fun for the whole family.’

Many attendees took to 
Facebook to congratulate the 
organisers and share their 
enjoyment of the event.  

Noreen MacGillivray posted: 
‘What a really absolutely 
fabulous day at Caol Gala Day. 
Kirsty, girls and boys you did a 
wonderful job. Roll on the next 
one.’ Leann Stewart Duncan 
said: ‘Big well done to everyone 
involved in making the gala day 
happen. It was really good for 
families.’

Visitor attraction 
climbs to success 

Local decision 
making vital  

Primary six and seven pupils with the school building models created by primary two/three.

Caol Gala disabled scooters lead the parade, with Gala 
Chieftain James Russell, right, followed by the Gala Queen 

and her attendants.

Something for everyone as community 
gets behind Caol Gala Day events 

Some Lochaber Judo Club members at Caol Gala. 

Caol Gala Queen Laurin MacDonald, 12, and her attendants 
Millie Nixon, 10, left, and Sara Carmichael, 6. Photographs by

Anthony MacMillan Photography.The Highland Dancers from Nevis Dancing School who gave a 
display at the Caol Gala Day.

One highlight was the creation 
of Caol tapestry, with pupils, 
staff and the wider community 
all contributing designs for 
individual squares.

Room 13 was also included 
on the tour. The art studio will 
be moving to Caol Community 
Centre when the school closes.

Other highlights included 

models of the original, current 
and new school buildings 
created by primary two/three, 
with help from Room 13 artist 
Richard Bracken. 

Head teacher Steven Hamil-
ton said: ‘We’ve had a great day 
with staff, parents, pupils and 
the wider community sharing 
stories, memories and laughs.

It’s been a lovely atmosphere 
with people catching up and 
enjoying a last look around the 
old Caol School.

‘We’re very proud of the 
achievements of everyone 
and delighted to show off our 
school but looking forward 
to a new one opening up in 
September.’

Last look 
round Caol  
Primary 
School

RESILIENCE and determination were to the fore at 
the Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar sports day.

Children received bands instead of medals for being 
successful in their events as they competed for the 
ultimate prize - the house trophy.

John Joseph MacNeill, head teacher, said: ‘There 
were six mini events, short and long distance races, 
sack race, mother and fathers’ races and relay races. 
All the scores will be totted up along with results from 
football, shinty and basketball games, which are still to 
be played, and the winning house will be crowned at 
the leavers’ assembly today (Thursday).

‘The rain started just around the second mini event 
but then the sun came out and it stayed all day so we 
really were blessed with the weather.

‘It is a great day for children. They are keeping fit 
and healthy, enjoying themselves and learning lessons 
of resilience when perhaps results don’t go their way.  
They are working as part of a team and achieving 
that competitive edge. A bit of competition never did 
anyone any harm.’

Mr MacNeill admitted he did not participate in any 
of the events last Friday as the staff race was cancelled 
due to health concerns but promised for it to return 
next year.

He added: ‘Oh yes, the staff race will be back next 
year. I will start training early so I’m fighting fit for it – I 
think I will need it.’

FORMER pupils, parents 
and councillors gathered 
for the official opening of 
Lundavra Primary School.

Located on Lundavra 
Road, Fort William, with 
panoramic views over Loch 
Linnhe, the school replaced 
Upper Achintore and Fort 
William Primary Schools.

Dr Finlay Wild was given 
the task last Friday of un-
veiling a plaque at the new 
school. 

He said he was very touched 
to be asked to participate in 
the ceremony and added: 
‘As a former pupil of Fort 
William Primary School, I 
was delighted to be invited 
to meet the pupils of the 
new Lundavra primary. As 
a runner and GP it was great 
to speak to the kids about 
running and keeping active, 
and to join them in their 
Daily Mile run.’

Former pupil Dr Finlay Wild joins head teacher Nick Thomson 
to o�  cially open the new school.

The ceremony was opened 
and closed to the sound of 
bagpipes, with Dr Wild and 
Bill Alexander, Highland 
Council’s Director of Care 
and Learning, addressing 
guests.

During the opening cere-
mony, pupils sang the school 
song, Give it all you’ve got.

The school has been oper-
ating successfully for many 
months after opening its 
doors to pupils following the 

autumn break on October 
28, 2015.

Some of the groups 
using the school include 
health visitors running the 
Stepping Stones project for 
toddlers and parents, a baby 
massage class, High Life 
Highland sports groups and 
the parent-led weekly youth 
club.

Gary Holmes, Regional 
Director at GRAHAM 
Construction who managed 
the build, said: ‘It has been 
a privilege to deliver the new 
Lundavra Primary School 
on behalf of The Highland 
Council.  

‘Our team has especially 
enjoyed working in such a 
scenic location for the du-
ration of this project and we 
hope pupils, staff, parents 
and wider Fort William 
community are pleased with 
the end result.’

Former pupil ‘touched’ by invite 
to formally open new Lundavra

Primary pupils enjoy 
sports day in the sun

Above: Racing in pairs at the Bun-Sgoil Ghaidhlig Loch Abar 
sports day. Below: a skipping race.

 Photographs by Anthony MacMillan Photography.
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TARBERT in north Kintyre is a thriving 
community with many facets. A beautiful 
harbour, plethora of hotels, restaurants, in-
dependent gift shops and an army of strong 
characters making things happen.

Tarbert is renowned for its superb seafood, 
with the legendary Tarbert fishing f leet 
landing some of the best fish and shellfish 
in the world. Fishing runs deep in the Loch 
Fyne-side village of Tarbert.

At the heart of the industry are fishing 
families, with generations behind them of 
people who have felt the pull of the sea. 
There are few around Tarbert these days 
with wider experience of fishing than Ken-
ny MacNab, who went to sea after leaving 
school in 1971, following in the footsteps of 
his father and grandfather before him.

The Argyllshire Advertiser met Kenny for 
a chat about the importance of seafood to 
the region and to him as a fisherman.

He started on his family boat, the Girl 
Seona, and by 1974 - at the age of 19 - he 
was a skipper.

Living on the Loch –
Tarbert’s Heart and Soul

Kenny MacNab, left, with Sean Connolly, a crew member on the Caledonia, and some freshly caught 
Loch Fyne prawns ready for backing before export to Spain.

TARBERT SEAFOOD 
FESTIVAL 2016

Local Seafood 
& Stalls 
around
the Harbour

Outer space
Festival 
Parade

Crowning of
the Seafood
Queen &
Princesses

Cookery 
demo’s by 
Chef Mike 
Leslie 

Entertainment from TJ Mac

Performance 
Artists 
from Circus 
Malabarastas - a 
new for 2016 
circus show 
combining 
comedy, illusions, 
fire, juggling and 
more! A fantastic 
crowd pleaser!

Campbeltown Highland Dance 
from James McCorkindale's 

School of Dance 
Mid Argyll Pipe Band

Beer on the Pier with the 
Democrats and songs and 

costume changes from Grease 
the Musical and Dirty Dancing

Hog Roast and Arbroath 
Smokies plus much more

www.tarbertfestivals.co.uk

TARBERT SEAFOOD 

TARBERT ENTERPRISE COMPANY

‘Fishing is not a job, it is a way of life and it 
is also Tarbert’s heritage,’ says Kenny. ‘It was 
fishing that built this village, and any business 
owner in the area will tell you how important it 
is, particularly during the long winter months.’ 

In 1983, Kenny bought his own boat, a bigger 
trawler called the Peaceful Waters and, after the 
sad loss of his father in 1988, worked alongside 
his brother James on the boat. In time James 
moved on and Kenny purchased the Flying Fish, 
a 55-ft trawler. He and his wife, Liz, an English 
teacher, set up a shellfish business called Flying 
Fish.

Buying from local boats, they processed scal-
lops and prawns for sale to the UK restaurant 
trade and to European markets. The company 
even took on a couple of boats to meet the 
hand-dived scallop market. 

Kenny understands fishing and is putting that 
knowledge to good use as he serves on his third 
stint as chairman of the Clyde Fishermen’s 
Association.

With around 15 to 20 boats (Kenny counts 
them in his head, trying to reconcile those away 
in other ports, the boats at sea and those in 
harbour) left in Tarbert, the industry remains 

the village’s heart and soul. These days, 
Kenny has sold the Flying Fish business, but 
retains his interest in the fishing industry 
with a one-third share in the Frigate Bird, 
skippered by David McArthur.

As passionate as ever about his industry, 
Kenny said: ‘We have some of the best sea-
food in the world right on our doorstep and 
this should be celebrated.’ 

‘The Tarbert Seafood Festival is all about 
celebrating the quality of our fish and shell-
fish, and I hope the festival demonstrates 
just how important fishing is to this area.’

Today the fishing industry and harbour are 
still at the heart of the community and you 
can sample some of the loch’s freshly landed 
delicacies in the many eateries around the 
harbour. 

Tarbert’s famous seafood festival takes 
place this weekend. The event is a highlight 
of Argyll’s festival season, appealing to 
visitors of all ages. There will be music, food 
stalls, children’s activities, cookery demon-
strations, street entertainment and much 
more. Go along for two days of marvellous 
food drink and good craic.

Kay Simpson from Oban and her friend Anne MacAskill, from Skye, are about to take on one of 
the most daunting and intrepid challenges on the planet – the 10,000-mile Mongol Rally across 

Europe and Asia – in an old van. Full story, page nine.

Dynamic duo rally to call of the wild

Workers’ plea for jobs as 
consultants’ bill tops £1m
WORKERS at Argyll and Bute 
Council say ‘it feels like’ the 
council has put the town centre 
regeneration ahead of  jobs.

Claiming the ‘severest cuts 
are yet to hit’, the staff want 
more jobs to be found in-house, 
and less money to be spent on 
consultants.

In records on Scottish Gov-
ernment website Spotlight on 
Spend, the local authority paid 
out £1.256 million on consult-
ants in the year to March 2015.

More than £800,000 of Argyll 
and Bute funding has been 
spent on external consultants 
since 2009 in order to deliver 
the CHORD project in Oban 
town centre.

Workers approached The 
Oban Times after internal con-
sultations led them to believe 
even more jobs will be cut in 
2017.  They want the council 
to consider training staff to 
resource consultations instead 
of spending millions with com-
panies not based in Argyll.

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
area chairman, said that for 
the first time in years people 
in Oban were ‘excited about 
the future’. He said the money 
spent on consultants was in line 
with cash spent elsewhere in the 
country.

A Freedom of Information re-
quest made by The Oban Times, 
in response to the workers’ plea 
found that to date £814, 852 has 
been spent on consultants on 
the CHORD project.

A further marina project is 
currently being assessed by 
consultants and is expected to 

be finalised after a number of 
other consultations have taken 
place, including a wave study 
and seabed analysis.

These consultations are not 
yet in figures given to The Oban 
Times as they have still to be 
completed. Previous marine 
consultations have cost upwards 
of £150,000.

Outside consultants are 
employed by the council as it 
does not have marine and town- 
centre engineers on staff. The 
workers want to see that change.

The group of five workers, who 
did not want to be named for 
personal reasons, told The Oban 
Times: ‘We understand that the 
council wants to develop new 
projects, but too much of our 
council’s cash is not being spent 
on people who live and work in 
the area.

‘We think everyone wants the 
same thing – that is, more well-
paid jobs in Oban.

‘It feels like the council has 
put town centre regeneration 
ahead of our jobs.

‘We have so much more to 
give to the area. We think the 
council should set up a training 
unit to redeploy staff into sup-
port services for consultancy.

‘We don’t think that the 
investment in Oban will materi-
alise in jobs that are equivalent 
to the jobs we are losing. 

‘The severest cuts to staffing 
are yet to come.’ 

Revealing the extent spent on 
consultants, the local author-
ity’s Freedom of Information 
officer said: ‘I would, firstly, 
comment that the council oper-
ates the standard public sector 
model for its capital projects 
and commissions specialist 

external services as and when 
required, ensuring best value 
for the public purse.’

The Oban Times asked wheth-
er the council had prepared 
economic impact surveys prior 
to the work in the town centre 
being undertaken.

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said it was too 
early to make an assessment 
of the economic benefit of the 
CHORD programme.  

‘At this stage, with the 
regeneration programme still 
progressing, it is too early to 
give a definitive figure.

‘You carry out an economic 
impact assessment a minimum 
of a year, but generally two 
to three years, after the pro-
gramme is finished, to allow 
sufficient time for the benefits 
to emerge.’

Councillor McCuish, Lorn 
and Islands area chairman, 
said: ‘There is already anecdo-
tal evidence of increased foot-
fall in the town and increased 
economic activity.

‘People in Oban are excited 
about the future for the first 
time in years.

‘Our various regeneration 
projects are aimed at improving 
Oban.

‘These are exciting times for 
the town with public realm 
developments onsite and the 
transit berthing facility and 
visitor centre in the pipeline.

‘The town will see a real boost 
from these projects through 
increased confidence in the 
town’s future, which is key in 
creating new job opportunities, 
new businesses and encourag-
ing new people to move into the 
area.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

A CALL by the West Coast’s 
leading economic development 
agency has concluded that the 
entrances and exits to Oban 
need to be improved and train 
journey times need cutting.

A report published on Tuesday, 
June 28, calls for investment in 
the A85 Oban to Tyndrum, the 
A816 Oban to Lochgilphead and 
improvements on the Glasgow 
to Oban train line. 

Highlands and Islands En-
terprise (HIE) commissioned 
ekosgen to carry out the Argyll 
and Bute Transport Connectiv-
ity and Economy Study last year. 

After consulting more than 40 
businesses and organisations, 
the report highlights transport 
and its effect on the economy in 
Argyll and Bute. It claims there 
is an urgent need for investment 
to increase the population and 
safeguard the area’s financial 
future.  

The report focused on times 
between the main population 
centres of Dunoon, Camp-
beltown, Lochgilphead, Oban 
and Rothesay, and from these 
onward to Glasgow. 

The report suggests invest-
ment can play a significant role 
in encouraging population and 
economic growth. It concluded 
that, in addition to Scottish 
Government plans regarding 
the A82, A83, rail and ferry 
services, the following transport 
corridors should be given con-
sideration: the A85, including 
access to Oban; the A816, to 
improve journey times on the 
Oban to Lochgilphead corridor; 
remove the constraints posed by 
the single-track sections of the 
Dunoon-Colintraive-Portavadie 
road (B836/A8003/B8000); and 
investment to reduce the West 
Coast railway journey times.

New call for 
improved 
transport

FW
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Two men are held 
after drug is found
TWO men aged 44 and 50 from 
Soroba and Dunbeg have been 
detained by police in Oban on 
suspicion of carrying 1kg of 
amphetamine, a class-B drug. 
Commonly known as ‘speed’, 
the drug, if con� rmed as such by 
specialists, was being carried in a 
quantity the police described as 
‘with intent to supply’.

Sergeant John Stobo of Oban 
Police Station said: ‘This detec-
tion was thanks to o�  cers who 
acted after people in Oban came 
forward with vital information.’

A report has been made to the 
procurator � scal. 

Security warning
POLICE are calling for witnesses 
after a shed in Inveraray ws bro-
ken into between June 20 and 23.

A silver and blue Norco Nitro 
mountain bike worth more than 
£125 was stolen from the proper-
ty in Arkland.

Sergeant John Stobo said: ‘It 
may invalidate your household 
insurance if you do not lock your 
property. This includes sheds and 
other outhouses as well as motor 
vehicles.’

Cause for concern
POLICE are appealing for infor-
mation after a number plate 
was stolen from a car parked 
outside Willow View in Oban. 
The ‘63-plate was removed from 
a Fiat 500 on June 22 between 
1pm and 3pm. 
� Anyone with any information 
about any of these incidents is 
asked to call police on 101.

POLICE 
FILES 
with Sergeant 
John Stobo

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

SCOTLAND’S college support 
staff are planning to take indus-
trial action.

The union said the decision was 
taken ‘after  bosses failed to deliv-
er a fair deal for support staff’.

Support staff, who deliver 
a range of services including 
finance, admissions, bursaries, 
libraries and IT, have been 
offered settlements of £230 in 
comparison with £450 being 
given to teaching staff.

National negotiations broke 
down on June 16 and Unison 
Scotland, the union for college 
support staff, is now to ballot 
members for strike action.

Chris Greenshields, chairman 
of Unison Scotland in further 
education, said: ‘Our demand is 
simple and fair. As a minimum, 
our members should receive 
parity with our teaching col-
leagues in the EIS. There should 
be equality of treatment for 
workers in the same sector, with-
in the same national bargaining 
machinery and with the same 
local employers.’ 

A spokesperson from the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands added: ‘Members 
have yet to be balloted, so it is 
too early to know the outcome. 
Where action is proposed, the 
university and our partners will 
work together to determine how 
it may affect us to ensure any 
disruption is minimised.’

Colleges’ 
support staff 
set to strike

Traffi c lights are blamed for rush-hour congestion

Motorists are urged to take extra care when passing horses on roadsLuing is now 
mobile hotspot
THE Isle of Luing is now a mo-
bile hotspot following the launch 
of Vodaphone’s Rural Open Sure 
Signal. The Isle of Luing Commu-
nity Trust has been working with 
Vodaphone for 18 months and the 
programme is part of a £2 billion 
initiative by the firm to provide 
mobile access to up to 100 rural 
communities.

CONGESTED traffic on Soroba Road 
could be made worse by a second set of 
traffic lights, Oban Community Council 
heard on Monday.

In most rush hours, Oban’s main access 
road is gridlocked with traffic going to or 
from work and school. Community coun-
cillor Kate Winton said: ‘I was quicker in 
my wheelchair than a fire engine.’

Argyll and Bute Councillor Roddy 
McCuish blamed the traffic lights outside 
Oban high school. ‘The traffic moved most 
freely when the lights weren’t working,’ 
he said. ‘My personal opinion is to put a 
roundabout there, but you’re talking £10 
million  to £12 million, which the council 
doesn’t have.’

Oban North and Lorn Councillor Kieron 

Green told the meeting: ‘There’s another 
set of traffic lights going in at McCall 
Terrace, at the entrance to the new high 
school.’

Marri Malloy, Oban Community Coun-
cil’s re-elected chairperson, commented: 
‘That’ll back everything up.’ Councillor 
Neil MacIntyre urged more drivers to 
share cars when commuting into town.

OBAN police officers have 
asked motorists to remember to 
drive ‘slow or dead slow’ when 
they pass horses on the road.

Officers highlighted, in par-
ticular, the single-track road 
that leads from Benderloch to 
South Shian.

Inspector Julie McLeish at 
Oban police office said: ‘More 

than 60 per cent of incidents 
involving horses on the roads 
occur between 10am and 3pm, 
with June being the most com-
mon month.

‘The unclassified single-track 
road from Benderloch to South 
Shian sees a lot of horse traffic. 

‘There are also long-es-
tablished  stables and a 

disabled riding facility. This 
is also a well-used area by 
tourists due to the hotel, 
caravan sites and many self-
catering and bed-and-breakfast 
properties.

‘And a recent survey has 
revealed that more than 400 
cars alone, not counting com-
mercial vehicles and caravans, 

passed by in one day. As the 
season gets busier, this is 
leading to frustration between 
vehicle users and horse riders 
and the obvious dangers where 
the police have become in-
volved.

‘If you see a horse being 
ridden or led-on, plan your 
driving carefully.

‘Slow down on the approach 
and pass it slowly and smoothly 
without revving your engine or 
making any undue noise.  

‘If there is not room to pass 
safely, fall back to create dis-
tance and wait until there is.

‘You will usually find most 
riders will be very courteous if 
you do.’

Women rev up for 
rally to Mongolia
TWO ‘gallivanting quines’ 
from Oban and Skye are about 
to set off on the 10,000-mile 
Mongol Rally, billed as ‘the 
greatest motoring adventure 
on the planet’.

The daunting race will take the 
two pensioners across the moun-
tains, desert and the steppes of 
Europe and Asia. 

Kay Simpson, 70, from Oban 
and Anne MacAskill, 67, from 
Skye believe they are the oldest 
participants in the 300-vehicle 
race. 

Kay told The Oban Times: 
‘We’ll be the oldest for sure – 
but not the slowest.’

On July 16 the duo, nick-
named the gallivanting quines, 
will set off on their five-week 
route from Goodwood Motor 
Circuit through France, Ger-
many, Hungary, Slovakia, Bul-
garia, Turkey, Iran, Turkmeni-
stan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan 
and Mongolia to Ulan-Ude in 
Siberia, Russia. Dring the trip,  
on July 29 – probably in Turk-
menistan – Anne will celebrate 
her 68th birthday.

They will be driving Kay’s 
22-year-old, two-seater, 
1,200cc Renault Express van, 
nicknamed the Green Machine. 

‘I bought the van in Holland,’ 
the retired vet recalled. ‘It had 
only done 100,000km and the 
engine was perfection. I love 
that vehicle.’ 

For the trip, the van will be 
decorated with a giant horned 
yak’s skull called Genghis that 
Kay picked up in Mongolia on 
a rally with her late husband, 

Duncan Strachan: ‘I brought 
it back on the plane in my lug-
gage, and I wasn’t found out,’ 
Kay revealed. 

Kay and Duncan set up Oban 
Rare Breeds Park in 1984, 
which they ran for 16 years, but 
in the off-season the couple 
loved exploring the world, driv-
ing from Oban to Cape Town, 
and, in an old ambulance, from 
Bolivia to South America’s 
southernmost tip and back. 

They planned to do the Mon-
gol Rally to celebrate their 
70th birthdays, but four years 
ago Duncan was tragically 
killed in an accident on their 
almond farm in Spain. ‘After 
Duncan died, I said I wouldn’t 
mind doing this to celebrate 
my birthday,’ Kay explained. ‘I 
want to do the things we were 
going to do together.’

Anne, the mother of Skye stunt 
cyclist Danny MacAskill, was 
asked to take Duncan’s place. 
‘I couldn’t refuse,’ she said. ‘My 
husband [Peter] thinks I am 
mad, but what are friends for? 

Anne, who lives and works in 

Dunvegan and also helps run 
Skye’s Colbost Folk Museum 
and Giant MacAskill Museum, 
added: ‘I’m certainly not fright-
ened to go off to new places. 
Everyone thinks I should be 
frightened about my Daniel on 
his bike, but I leave the worry-
ing to my husband. He’s very 
worried about timing belts, and 
what we’ll use as a toilet.’

When younger, the old 
friends, who grew up on 
neighbouring farms in Fife 
and shared a flat as students 
in Edinburgh, equipped them-
selves with a bag of tatties for 
road trips through Europe and 
Africa. ‘We were still speaking 
at the end of it,’ said Anne.

They will sleep under an awn-
ing, filling the van with engine 
spares, clothes, a stash of wine 
and a Lilo for luxury. And, of 
course, food – but ‘not noodles, 
I can’t stand them’, said Anne. 
‘It’s like a camping trip, for 
about 10,000 miles.’ 

In Iran they have to pick up a 
guide ‘for security, so we don’t 
wander off and see something 

we shouldn’t’, Kay explained. 
‘But where is he going to sit?

‘Nothing bothers Anne,’ she 
added. ‘She’s very game; she’ll 
do anything. I’m not frightened 
at all. Be prepared to bribe, 
and Mongolians and Russians 
like vodka – that’s how [Dun-
can and I] got through.’ 

Kay plans to build a tradition-
al Mongolian ‘ovoo’ memorial 
for Duncan, where a bottle of 
vodka is placed under a pile 
of stones. ‘It’ll be an empty 
bottle,’ she said. 

‘Mongolia was impossible – 
unless you like horsemeat. I’ll 
eat anything. I don’t know if 
Anne will. Anne’s a good cook. 
She’ll look after me, and I’ll 
look after the vehicle, because 
I’m not a bad mechanic. I’ll put 
the awning up while she makes 
my tea,’ Kay added. 

Anne contributed: ‘My 
weight helps: I can always 
stand on the spanner when 
we’re trying to change a tyre. I 
picked up Dutch and German, 
and I’ve been trying to learn 
Russian, but we’ll need to wave 
our arms a lot there. You can’t 
teach an old dog new tricks.’

Anne is fundraising for two 
charities – Cancer Research 
UK and Wings for Life spinal 
research foundation – while 
Kay is raising money for An-
imals Asia. Recently they’ve 
raised £690 from stalls in Oban 
at Christmas and the recent 
Charities Day, and £1,786 from 
a bingo and chilli night in Dun-
vegan last Saturday. You can 
also donate and follow their 
progress via their Facebook 
page The Gallivanting Quines 
– Mongol Rally 2016.

Anne MacAskill, left, and Kay Simpson will raise cash for charity.

A LAST-MINUTE invitation to listen 
to one of the world’s most influential 
Gaelic singers was Brave-ly taken up by 
Iona Primary School.

Monday morning saw children invited 
to Iona Abbey to hear Julie Fowlis’s 
Gaelic songbook. Julie won a Tradi-
tional Music Award for her work on 
Disney film Brave in 2012.

Julie invited the children to join al-
most 200 tourists to listen to her work. 
She was on Iona as part of a National 
Geographic cruise around Europe. 

Head teacher Stephen Glen-Lee said: 
‘Julie gave a magical performance. All 
the children had a great time with one 
of the most famous Gaelic singers on 
the planet. 

‘After Julie’s performance, the pupils 
chatted with her in Gaelic. I was very 
proud of them all. 

‘Our Gaelic tutor, Janet Campbell, 
from Tobermory, just happened to be 
in school on Monday morning. Mrs 
Campbell could see for herself what 
a great job she has done teaching the 
children Gaelic.

‘The children have been rehearsing 
for their own debut this week. They 
will be headlining at the Iona Music 
Festival on Saturday. They’re on the 
same billing as poet Liz Lochhead and 
then super group Idlewild.

‘Liz and Idlewild must be delighted 
that they are getting to share the stage 
with Iona Primary School pupils.’

Julie enchants audience with performance at Iona Abbey

Julie Fowlis, left, joins pupils and teachers from 
Iona Primary School after giving a ‘magical’ 

performance in Iona Abbey on Monday. On the 
right is the school’s Gaelic tutor Janet Campbell. 
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TIMESLINE

Countdown to 
Oban raft race

Funding continues 
for veterans’ help

Water project on 
Iona completed

THERE are only seven weeks 
left for crews to enter this year’s 
Oban and Lorn Lions Club’s Great 
Oban Bay Raft Race.

The fun-� lled event will be held 
on Saturday August 13, starting 
from the beach at George Street.

The only rules are that crews 
must be at least two people, all 
rafts have to be hand-built and 
powered only by hand-held pad-
dles, and those taking part must 
sit on and not in their rafts.

Entry forms are available from 
Webster’s Photographic in 
George Street, Hannah’s News-
agent in Stevenson Street and 
Mathieson Furniture on Soroba 
Road. For more information, call 
07880 535550.

RESIDENTS and holidaymakers 
on Iona are bene� ting from 
improved security of the water 
supply following the comple-
tion of a £1.4 million project to 
install a new mains pipe.

Work by Scottish Water start-
ed in April to replace ageing 
pipework with a new 0.8-mile 
pipe under the Sound of Iona, 
linking with the network on 
Mull. The work has been com-
pleted on time.

ARGYLL and Bute Citizens Advice 
Bureau said it was delighted with 
the recent announcement that 
funding for its Armed Services 
Advice Project is to continue for 
a further three years.

The project, funded by Poppy-
scotland and Royal British 
Legion, began in October 2014 
and has helped armed services 
personnel, their families and 
veterans from all over Argyll and 
Bute.

Project adviser Sandra Stani-
land said she had seen a steady 
increase in referrals to assist 
clients with immediate advice on 
bene� ts, housing and debt, and 
making referrals to other organ-
isations for speci� c help.

New school 
takes a major 
step forward
THE development of Oban’s new £35 
million school took a groundbreaking step 
forward on Monday.

Councillor Roddy McCuish was the first 
to pierce the soil at the sod-cutting cere-
mony, which celebrated the first day of 
construction of the new Oban high school.

Argyll and Bute Council has appointed 
Hub North Scotland to build the school, 
which will accommodate 1,300 pupils.

Angus MacFarlane, chief executive of 
Hub North Scotland, is hopeful that it 
will be ready to open in March 2018. The 
current high school will remain open 
throughout the building process. 

The head teacher of Oban high school, 
Peter Bain, gave a speech at the ceremony 
alongside Angus MacFarlane and Mr 
McCuish.

Oban’s youngest high school pupil, 
Chloe Hamilton, head boy Stephen Povey, 
and Oban high school’s pipe band joined 
them. Oban high school pipers joined pupils Chloe Hamilton and Stephen Povey, head teacher Peter Bain and Councillor Roddy McCuish at the ceremony.

A DAY of good fun and 
sportsmanship ended in 
police being called when 
a young woman from Iona 
was cautioned for allegedly 
taking a car without the per-
mission and crashing it into 
another car causing damage.

It is the first crime of its 
type on the holy island that 
anyone The Oban Times 
spoke to can remember. 
Police Scotland confirmed 
it had no knowledge of any 
previous car crime on the 
island.

Police Scotland said a 
luxury pick-up car was taken 
from the top of the jetty, in 
the village centre, and was 
found close to where it had 
been parked, with the dam-
age visible on the car.

Police were called and wit-
ness statements were taken 
on the island.

A 23-year-old woman was 
cautioned and charged by 
police officers on Tuesday 
June 28. 

She has been reported 
to the procurator fiscal on 
three charges – taking the 
car without the consent of 
the owner, driving a motor 
vehicle without insurance 
and failing to report the 
incident to police.

The incident happened 
overnight between June 
18 and 19 on the day of 
the annual Iona football 
competition. 

Woman 
charged 
over rare 
car crime

MP supports 
MND campaign
ARGYLL and Bute MP 
Brendan O’Hara is appeal-
ing to his constituents to 
help Cure MND (Motor 
Neurone Disease). Funding 
MND research is a key 
priority for MND Scotland 
which needs more dona-
tions. Text CUREMND to 
70660 to donate £5.

SEVEN newlywed couples 
had CalMac employee Demi 
Wylie to thank for saving their 
big days – and she’s now been 
recognised for her efforts at the 
Scottish Transport Awards.

Demi, 23, won the Frontline 
Employee of the Year title for 
her tireless work rescuing seven 
island weddings that were in 
danger of serious disruption due 
to industrial action last summer. 

Demi and her team took it 
upon themselves to become 
the single liaison point for all 
those involved and worked with 
the couples to make sure their 
special days weren’t derailed.

Demi’s creative efforts in 
finding alternative travel plans 
resulted in more than 600 
guests successfully reaching 
their destinations and ensured 

each happy couple’s day went 
ahead without a hitch. She spent 
hours talking to the brides 
and grooms, reassuring them, 
working with them and under-

standing their issues. On the 
top of sorting out their logistical 
problems, she and her team 
even found time to source extra 
special gifts for each couple 
with handmade products from 
the island they had chosen for 
their wedding.

Demi said: ‘It was real sur-
prise to get nominated and an 
even bigger one to have won. It 
really was a team effort and I’m 
just glad that we were all able to 
help out. A wedding should be a 
day to remember for all the right 
reasons. The last thing couples 
need among all the other things 
to think about is having half the 
guests stranded and unable to 
attend.’

The weddings were spread 
over CalMac’s network of 24 
islands and remote destinations. 

Demi hard at work for CalMac.

Demi honoured for saving weddings

Options outlined to fi x waste plant
SCOTTISH WATER has 
unveiled alternative options to 
its controversial plan to fix the 
failing Clachan Seil Waste Wa-
ter Works at a public meeting in 
Seil Island Community Hall.

Scottish Water’s £11 million 
membrane plant, unable to sep-
arate run-off from heavy rain, 
has been causing untreated 
human waste to overflow into 
Balvicar Bay. 

Its £1.8 million solution was 
to pump sewage from Clachan 
over a hill into a septic tank at 
Seaview Terrace near Ellena-
beich, and then out into a ma-
rine conservation area, which 
some islanders deemed ‘cheap’, 
‘nasty’ and ‘inept’.

At the meeting, Scottish Wa-
ter acknowledged the leaking 
plant between Balvicar and 
Clachan had led to a breakdown 

in trust with the community, but 
it hoped to rebuild it by being 
transparent about the evidence 
when deciding between the 
options.

‘We’re keen to make the right 
decision, rather than make a 
decision in haste,’ said Alan 
Thomson, Scottish Water’s 
head of corporate relations. But 
he added that it would be very 
difficult to please everyone with 
the preferred option.

Billboards at Monday’s session 
last week promised ‘to provide 
transparent information on 
potential options’, and to listen 
to the community and record 
feedback about the three op-
tions on display, which could be 
altered or added to.  

The first two options gave 
Seaview Terrace a standalone 
septic tank, and proposed 

replacing Clachan’s small plant 
with either a larger 135m x 50m 
plant, including above-ground 
SAF and final settlement tanks, 
or a greener but even larger 
200m x 40m reed-bed plant. 
Both these options would also 
require septic tanks, and finally 
UV treatment, before the waste 
is discharged into the sea.

The third option remained 
as before. All the options, SW 
stated, are subject to planning 
consent, land availability, envi-
ronmental consents, technical 
considerations and cost.

A stakeholder group chaired 
by Michael Russell MSP, com-
posed of Scottish Water, SEPA, 
independent consultant Ian 
Clifforde and local councillors 
and community council repre-
sentatives, is due to meet next in 
mid-August.

Hunt is on to � nd wise guys for new BBC TV series
THE BBC is making a new TV 
series that looks at bringing tra-
ditional wisdom into the lives of 
ordinary people.

Producers are casting for local 
characters with signifi cant life 
experience who could provide 
advice and insight to others.

They are looking for groups 
and individuals who could help 

someone going through a pivotal 
time in their lives – whether 
it’s becoming a parent, getting 
married or changing careers or 
something else.

The series is inspired by the 
idea that in our hectic lives many 
individuals fi nd themselves out 
of touch with wisdom that has 
helped others for centuries. 

People are more likely to turn to 
Google with problems than ask 
a grandparent, religious leader 
or community member.

The casting team are looking 
for great characters who can be 
positive role models with their 
own opinions and insight.

To take part, email wise-
words@bbc.co.uk.

Grass-cutting at cemeteries 
is earmarked for the chop

CEMETERIES on Islay are 
getting cut … from the council’s 
grass-cutting schedule.

As a way to save money, Argyll 
and Bute Council is reducing 
the number of times it cuts the 
grass to once a year.

The council budget states that 
grass-cutting will be carried 
out once, either in October or 
November, with some areas 
returned to meadow or natural 
growth, and hedges will be 
maintained in winter only with 
one cut per year.

Alastair Redman, who runs 
the post office on Islay, said: 
‘I was very unhappy to hear 

that our council may stop cut-
ting grass at the cemeteries 
on Islay. 

‘While I understand savings 
must be made somewhere 
and that the pool of money 
the council has gets smaller 
every year due to the council 
tax freeze, front-line services 
should be the last to be hit 
and the council should look 
at reducing the pay-packets of 
some of its well-paid managers 
– such as Argyll and Bute’s chief 
executive who receives £118,251 
per year. 

‘Many local residents have 
been voicing their anger about 
the maintenance cuts to our 
cemeteries to me and I would 
implore our elected officials 

to reconsider this move.’
A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘This is a 
time of unprecedented chal-
lenge for local government. 

‘Drastically reduced funding 
means we have to save more 
than £10 million in 2016/17 
alone. This means we can’t do 
everything we would like to do 
for our communities.

‘We have reduced grass-cutting 
at old cemeteries on Islay, which 
are full. 

‘By reducing grass-cutting, we 
can keep our environmental 
warden service, keep public con-
veniences open, keep hanging 
baskets and annual bedding dis-
plays – things our communities 
told us were important to them.’

Councillor for Oban South 
and the Isles, Roddy McCuish, 
echoed the council’s sentiment 
and added: ‘It’s regrettable 
that we are at this position, 
and hopefully in the future this 
will change, but, unfortunately, 
reduced funding means reduced 
services.

‘I will be asking for the 
schedules to come back to the 
area committee to see if we can 
prioritise or change the way we 
do this but still make the same 
savings.’

A spokesman for Taxpayer 
Scotland, an advocacy group 
for Scottish taxpayers, said: 
‘Argyll and Bute appears from 
its policy to be minimising what 
it spends on looking after these 

cemeteries. No doubt other 
needs take precedence and it 
is more than likely right about 
that. 

‘What is now needed is some 
imagination on how to resolve 
the issue if local people are 
concerned. 

‘There are numerous com-
munity-based voluntary ap-
proaches to this that would cost 
taxpayers nothing. These should 
be explored by the community 
and its council. 

‘Scots must stop always as-
suming that the public sector 
will pay for everything. It can’t. 
As the saying goes, “there is 
no more money” to be taken 
from taxpayers without making 
everyone poorer.’

Alastair Redman suggests cuts 
to executives’ salaries.
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday June 30, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 01.47 3.3 07.57 1.3 14.13 3.2 20.22 1.3
Fri 02.58 3.5 09.01 1.1 15.17 3.4 21.31 1.1
Sat 03.55 3.6 09.57 1.0 16.08 3.6 22.31 0.9
Sun 04.45 3.8 10.48 0.8 16.54 3.8 23.24 0.8
Mon 05.30 3.8 11.35 0.7 17.37 3.9  **.**  *.*
Tues 00.13 0.7 06.12 3.9 12.20 0.6 18.18 4.0
Wed 00.59 0.7 06.52 3.8 13.02 0.6 18.58 4.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

17 13

12

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 13ºC.
Friday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 13ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds light west north westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 14ºC.

Henry MacDonald won Fort William Golf Club’s Bowman’s Skip 
Hire open competition held on Sunday.  

Photo: Anthony MacMillan

Fort William Railway Bowling Club’s � rst evening competition of the season was held on Thursday 
night at their Green in Inverlochy. The winners of the Alistair Young pairs balloted competition were 

David Weir (left)  and Peter Black who received their prize from Liz Kennedy, the runners up were 
Gogs Hamilton and Eddie Downs. Photo: Anthony MacMillan

LAST Tuesday saw the annual 
Fort William primary schools 
netball tournament run by the 
Fort William Falcons, support-
ed by Active Schools.

Six primary schools – Banavie, 
Bun-Sgoil Ghaidhlig Loch Abar, 
Caol, Lochyside, Lundavra and 
a combined team from Roy 
Bridge and Spean Bridge – en-
tered the event, their first ever 
time to enter this long-standing 
tournament.

After the group stages, a play-
off between Lochyside’s second 
team and Bun-Sgoil Ghaidhlig 
Loch Abar gave the final four 
teams.

The semi-final between Ba-
navie and Lochyside was hard 
fought and ended in a draw.  Five 
shots on goal were given to each 
team to decide the match, with 
Lochyside just beating Banavie.  
The second semi-final saw Caol 
beating Bun-Sgoil Ghaidhlig 
Loch Abar for a chance to take 
on Lochyside.

This turned into a very close, 
nail-biting final. At full-time, 
with no score, the match went 
into extra time, with Lochyside 
emerging victorious.

The tournament is the culmi-
nation of a year of training with 
schools competing during the 
spring term in a netball league.  

THE Fort William Golf Club 
Open, sponsored by Bowman’s 
Skip Hire, was played on Sunday 

FORT William travelled to the 
Indodrill Stadium to take on 
Alloa Athletic in the first ever 
fixture between the clubs as 
they started their pre-season 
action.

The home side showed their 
intent right from the kick-off 
and were 3-0 ahead inside the 
first 20 minutes. 

Isaac Layne looked particular-
ly sharp, firstly winning a pen-
alty when he was fouled after 
catching the defence hesitating. 
Iain Flannigan took the kick, 
although Layne looked keen to 
step forward. 

Three minutes later it was 2-0 
when Layne again burst into 
the box and fired confidently 

Fort William impress in pre-season 
game at Alloa

Fort William captain Iain Foggo and Alloa skipper Iain Flannigan exchange penants before Saturday’s match at the Indodrill Stadium.

past the Fort William keeper.
The third goal came after 

more Alloa pressure resulted 
in another corner. Flannigan’s 
cross was met by Andy Graham, 
who knocked the ball home at 
the second attempt after the 
keeper had saved his first effort. 

Although Alloa debutant 
keeper Neil Parry was not 
troubled, the visitors did have an 
opportunity to pull a goal back 
when Barna Tot broke clear but 
then blasted over the bar. 

Alloa could have increased 
their lead before the end of the 
first half but Jim Goodwin’s 
header came back off the 
crossbar and another debutant, 
Jon Robertson, struck a free 
kick which came back off the 
post.

Alloa continued to press and 
attacked down both wings, 

creating numerous chances, but 
credit to Fort William and their 
keeper Douglas MacLennan, 
who pulled off numerous saves 
to keep the score down.

This was a decent performance 
from the Fort against a very 
impressive Alloa side.

Fort William are on their 
travels again this Saturday when 
they take on Lowland League 
side East Kilbride FC at K-Park 
Training Academy

The Lochaber side began their 
pre-season against Port Tywyn 
AFC at Lochaber High School, 
winning 10-0 with goals from 
Liam Taylor (four), Farquhar 
MacRae (two) and one each for 
Martin Munro, Barna Tot, Glen 
Fell and Ronan Cameron.

Alloa Athletic                  3
Fort William                        0
Pre-season friendly

Trip to East Kilbride this
Saturday for Fort faithful

June 26. The results were as 
follows:

Men: gross – 1 Lorne Ross 67,  2 David Matheson  68, 3 Scott 
Lawrie 73.

Net – 1 Henry MacDonald 60 
(72-12),  2 Alister Smith 62 (82-
20), 3  Neil Young  64 (75-11).

Ladies: gross – 1 Rosemary 
Macintyre 84, 2 Kirsty Living-
stone (Kintore)  85.     

Net – 1 Iona Cameron 69 
(88-19), 2 Kathleen Leitch 82 
(98-16),

Nearest the pin at third hole 
– Ian Robertson; nearest the 
pin at sixth hole – N Patterson; 
nearest the pin at 12th hole – 
Neil Young;  nearest the pin at 
16th hole – Stuart Reid.

Longest drive for men at 11th 
hole – Lorne Ross; longest drive 
for ladies at fifth hole – Kirsty 
Livingstone.

Henry wins Fort William Open

The 2016 league was taken by 
Caol, beating last year’s winners 
Lochyside into second place.  
Third place went to Bun-Sgoil 
Ghaidhlig Loch Abar. 

The inter-schools netball 
competitions were organised by 
Active Schools but would not be 
possible without considerable 

help. Thanks go to all the volun-
teers from Fort William Falcons 
netball club who helped on the 
day, and in particular to Carol, 
for her ongoing commitment to 
junior netball in Fort William.  
Huge thanks also to the pupils 
from Lochaber High School 
who helped with umpiring, tim-

ing, score-keeping and running 
warm-up drills, to the coaches, 
teachers and parents who 
support and coach the teams 
through the year and to all the 
girls for taking part.

Primary schools netball tournament

Some of the teams who took part in the netball tournament.


