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Oban restaurant 
owner dies

Residents oppose quarry proposal
A PACKED Appin Village 
Hall voted overwhelmingly to 
oppose a plan to build a sand 
and gravel quarry at Glasdrum, 
Fasnacloich, on Glen Creran 
Estate, writes Sandy Neil.

Eighty people gathered 
last Thursday (June 16) for a 
pre-application consultation 
presented by William Booth, 
director of the agent Dalgleish 
Associates, on behalf of 
prospective Argyll applicant 
A & L McCrae, which mines 
Barrachander Quarry near 
Kilchrenan.

Mr Booth explained the 
5.35-hectare site beside the 
river Creran, on land owned 
by Belgian quarrier Baron 
Dominique Collinet, would 

yield 95,000 tonnes over six 
years. It would employ four 
people excavating Monday to 
Saturday, with on average six 
despatch lorries per day. 

The site lies outside several 
conservation designations, said 
Mr Booth and wouldn’t disrupt 
walkers or archaeology. 

He added: ‘The operations 
are very small scale, the noise 
levels are very low, there is very 
good screening.’ He argued that 
the quarry was needed due to a 
local shortage of sand and gravel 
which had increased costs. ‘It’s 
predominantly sand that’s need-
ed, not gravel,’ he said.

But Glen Creran resident 
Tony Kersley asked: ‘What 
is the sand element from the 

quarry, because that can be 
excavated from other quar-
ries? With that figure we can 
demonstrate there is not a local 
need. It doesn’t merit ruining a 
local glen for that.’

Another resident asked: ‘Can 
you guarantee there’ll be no 
more extraction beyond 95,000 
tonnes?’ Mr Booth replied: 
‘No.’ But said any further de-
velopment would be subject to a 
planning application.

A third resident said: ‘Any 
quarry relies economically on 
a large scale. You’re just using 
the planning system to get the 
first little bit, and then the rest 
of it. We are subject to a severe 
case of salami slicing. There 
is a total lack of consideration 

about the way the lorries will 
affect our everyday existence.’ 

Community councillor Penny 
Cousins added: ‘You have no 
idea about the potential for  
accidents on this road – it’s 
huge.’ 

Jamie Smith said: ‘Your 
presentation is an apology in 
advance [for] clawing away the 
quality of life of people living 
in the glen.’

 A neighbouring Duror and 
Kintallen community coun-
cillor said they unanimously 
opposed the development.

A resident urged a vote to 
gauge local opinion: four 
raised hands in favour of the 
pre-application, the rest voted 
against it.

THE MAN who opened the 
first Indian restaurant in Oban 
sadly died on Tuesday. Abdul 
Suleman Muslim, who grew up 
in Bangladesh, opened the Light 
of India restaurant in 1984.

A badly injured Oban woman had to wait more than an hour for an ambulance after falling near 
her home in McGregor Court in the town – because the vehicle had to be sent from Inveraray. 

Full story, page four. 

OAP waited an hour for ambulance

Drug dealer ‘forgot’ he had 
78 bags worth of heroin
A DRUG dealer tried every 
trick in the book to get out 
of a prison sentence when he 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 
this week.

First, Brian Connolly, 35, said 
he had ‘forgotten’ he had hidden 
the equivalent of 78 bags of 
heroin in his body.

Connolly then claimed Oban 
Sheriff Court had spelled his 
name incorrectly in a bid to hide 
his multiple offences and prison 
sentences.

The father-of-one said he 
didn’t know he was banned from 
driving, and that he hadn’t re-
membered he’d taken ‘a few wee 
puffs’ of cannabis before being 
stopped by police on March 20 
after crashing into two parked 
cars, causing ‘extensive dam-
age’, at Colonsay Terrace, Oban.

Unemployed Clydebank man 
Connolly claimed he was carry-
ing the 11.3 grams of heroin for 
his own personal use on a ‘night 
out drinking cola’ in Oban and 
the amount would only make 
up six bags rather than the 78 
‘tenner’ bags claimed by a police 
expert.

But Sheriff Ruth Anderson 
QC was convinced ‘beyond 
any reasonable doubt’ that the 
multiple offender was seeking 
to sell the drugs.

The court also heard that 
Connolly received almost 
£1,800 a month in benefits, 
including £347 per fortnight for 
unemployment benefit and a 
further £1,000 per month as a 
payment for ‘disabledness (sic), 
my amputated finger and my 
mental health’. He had travelled 

to Oban in his mobility vehicle.
Connolly’s defence agent 

Kevin McGuiness said he ‘could 
pay a large fine’ rather than go 
to jail.

After a trial lasting less than 
two hours, Sheriff Anderson 
jailed Connolly for 10 months 
and, on charges he had earlier 
pleaded guilty to, banned him 
from driving for two years. 
Connolly was admonished on 
a further charge of possessing 
diazepam while on bail.

Connolly, who used crutches 
and a wheelchair in court, 
claimed he had ‘totally forgot-
ten’ he had a bag of heroin in 
his body until it was removed 
by a police surgeon at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital.

Under cross-examination, 
Connolly was asked by procura-
tor fiscal Eoin McGinty why he 
had brought the drugs to Oban. 
He said again: ‘I totally forgot 
that I had them there.’

Mr McGinty asked: ‘You 
totally forgot you had a carrier 
bag in your rectum with the 
handles sticking out?’

Connelly replied: ‘It was just a 
small butcher’s bag. I forgot to 
take it out. I was not intending 
to sell it to anyone.’

Connolly disagreed with an 

expert witness, Constable John 
Hose, of the Statement of Opin-
ion Unit in Glasgow, when he 
gave evidence to suggest there 
was enough for 78 bags worth 
of the class-A drug, shouting 
across the court that there was 
only enough for six bags.

Connolly then tried to give 
the court a lesson in dealer’s 
quantities, saying quantities in 
Glasgow were much higher per 
‘tenner bag’.

Mr Hose said: ‘The amount of 
heroin [in this case] is indicative 
of onwards supply.’ 

He said that finding the drugs 
in the rectum was one known 
way of concealing drugs from 
anyone who might have known 
a dealer had them. Connolly 
shouted: ‘He is lying,’ before 
being reprimanded by the 
sheriff. 

Connolly added: ‘I found 
it quite funny he [the expert 
witness] would claim anyone 
would accept a deal that was 
underweight when it [the drug] 
is so precious to them.’

The court heard drug dealers 
often undercut the weight of 
illegal drugs to maximise profit.

Connolly said he bought the 
dealer’s quantity of drugs for 
his own use for ‘a bargain price’ 
of £200, something he said he 
‘couldn’t turn down’.

He added that he had bought 
the drugs to ‘cause himself 
harm’ or to make himself feel 
better after an argument with 
his ex-partner over access to his 
son, aged two.

 Sheriff Anderson said: ‘The 
court gets quite a lot of this 
[untruths] but the reality can be 
quite different. His record does 
him no credit at this juncture.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

His record 
does him 
no credit”

Sheri�  Ruth Anderson QC

IT WILL now be a ‘mira-
cle’ if Billy Irving is bailed 
from jail in time for his 
fiancée Yvonne MacHugh 
and son William’s visit to see 
him in India next month.

The pirate-hunter from Connel 
is one of six ex-British soldiers 
imprisoned in Chennai after 
their vessel, the MV Seaman 
Guard Ohio, strayed into Indian 
territorial waters in 2013. 

A court in Tamil Nadu sen-
tenced the six men to five years’ 
hard labour in January this year.

An appeal hearing started on 
Wednesday June 15, and the 
family hoped a bail petition, due 
to be filed a fortnight ago, would 
free him in time for Yvonne and 
William’s flight out on July 11, 
and William’s christening in St 
Thomas Cathedral, Chennai. 

But said Yvonne: ‘There’s been 
another delay as usual.’ 

She said the lawyer was still 
gathering the correct paper-
work, adding: ‘If he’s out when 
I’m over, it will be a miracle. 
So the chances are slim, but I’ll 
push for it as hard as I can.’

To raise cash for Billy’s legal 
fees and to help bring him 
home, his former teammates 
at Taynuilt Shinty Club are 
hosting a free charity match this 
Sunday  (June 26), at 2.30pm, at 
Taynuilt’s sports field.

Hopes fade 
for Billy’s 
bail release

Join us on 
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Maybe Summer 
will come!
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Eye to eye
with John Wallace

SUMMER has arrived and 
the sun is out. Our scenery 
rivals the best in world 
when the sun shines. 
But to enjoy it you have 
probably had to wear sun-
glasses. Sunglasses serve 
two purposes. They reduce 
excessive light to a more 
comfortable level and, 
more importantly, protect 
our eyes from UV light 
which can cause long-
term severe damage to 
our eyes.

Have you noticed when-
ever you � rst wear your 
sunglasses how the world 
changes colour depending 
on the tint of the sun-
glass lenses? Very rapidly 
your brain adapts to this 
change and the world is 
seen in its ‘normal’ colours.  
Whites appear white and 
you don’t perceive any 
colour distortion. This 
phenomenon is called 
colour constancy. Another 
example of the amazing 
way our brains enhance 
what we see is stereopsis. 
Stereopsis is when we see 
in 3D. Our eyes are placed 

slightly apart in our heads. 
Each eye sees at a slightly 
di� erent angle. When this 
information is transmitted 
to our brains, you would 
think we would see a slight 
overlap in the two images. 
In fact we normally only 
see one image and it is in 
3D. Our brains take the 
images from our two eyes 
and use the discrepancy 
in the images to give us 
depth perception. This 
enables us to pick that 
cup of tea without having 
to move our hands round 
to � nd where the cup is 
actually positioned.

Many of us don’t have 
stereopsis due to ‘lazy’ 
eyes or squints. Unless 
you are blind in one eye or 
only have one eye, there 
is the potential to have 
some depth perception. 
It’s particularly important 
that our children have 
regular eye examinations 
to ensure they develop 3D 
vision. Your optometrist 
will be happy to advise you 
or refer to a colleague who 
can help your children.

Our brains are amazing

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Hugh Smith’s letter from Islay
Festive Finlaggan
FOR THE first time in its long history, 
Finlaggan, the ancient seat of the Lords 
of the Isles, became the venue for an 
event mounted as part of the Fèis Ìle 
2016 programme.

Glorious weather attracted a large 
number of supporters to the historic 
site’s open day at which the Vintage 
Malt Whisky Company provided the 
spirited hospitality and committee 
members enticed with their home 
baking.

Finlaggan is no stranger to the skirl 
of the bagpipes, and the rippling 
sound of the clarsach was on hand. 
Providing a selection of tunes on both 
were pipers Fiona Anne Fletcher and 
Rachel MacKinnon, and harpist Helen 
McSkimming.

Guided tours on past history were 
led by Finlaggan Trust members 
David Caldwell, Rona MacKenzie and 
chairman Donald Bell, and the mer-
cifully less invasive Viking presence 
provided the starring role for Adrian 
Fallows.

The Vintage Malt Whisky Company’s 
donation of a bottle of the Fèis Ìle Fin-
laggan Single Malt along with bottles of 
Lord of the Isles and Dark Cove, courtesy 
of Ardbeg Distillery, ensured eager par-
ticipation in the fundraising raffle.

Both locals and visitors gave their 
full-hearted support to the Finlaggan 
festivities, much to the delight of the 
grateful organisers. 

Cantilena festival
THIS year’s Cantilena festival of cham-
ber music runs from Sunday to Friday 
July 3 to 8, and will see the visiting 
musicians performing in a variety of 
venues throughout the island.

It all begins on July 3 at the St Columba 
Gaelic Centre on the outskirts of Bow-
more, where the accent will be on works 
by Haydn, Mozart and Schumann.

Young musicians will be showcased at 
Laphroaig Distillery on Monday July 
4 and among those appearing will be 
violinist Colin McKee, Ben Burnley on 
double bass and pianist Scott Mitchell. 
Scott will join his fellow pianist Havil-

land Willshire and oboe player Siobhan 
Parker at the Gaelic Centre on Tuesday 
where their selections will include com-
positions by Ravel, Scarlatti and Grieg.

Lagavulin Distillery will be the 
Wednesday setting for an evening of 
music featuring the double bass, and 
among those pulling the strings will be 
Paul Marrion, a decided festival veteran, 
and Ben Burnley, whose performance 
delighted the island audiences last year.

Thursday evening’s event in Ardbeg 
Distillery will be devoted to the magic 
of Mozart and among the delights on 
offer will be the Salzburg Symphony in 
D and Eine Kleine Nachtmusik.

The festival closes on the Friday 

evening with a classical ceilidh in the 
Bruichladdich village hall where the 
programme will include Tchaikovsky’s 
Serenade for String.

By popular demand, the Cantilena 
musicians are returning this year to the 
Rhinns Hall at Portnahaven on Thurs-
day June 30 where they will present a 
programme of light classics. This, and 
all the other Cantilena concerts, will 
begin at 7.30pm.

American minister
A PRESBYTERIAN pastor from the 
US will be the locum minister for the 
vacant charges of Kilarrow, Kildalton and 
Oa, and Jura for the next four weeks.

The Rev Dr David Davis, minister 
of the Nassau Presbyterian Church in 
Princeton, New Jersey, will be occupy-
ing the pulpits at the Round Church 
at Bowmore, St John’s Church at Port 
Ellen and Jura Parish Church on the 
outskirts of Craighouse.

Dr Davis, a native of Pittsburgh, has 
been in his present charge for the past 
16 years and is a Harvard University 
graduate and visiting lecturer at the 
Princeton Theological Seminary.

He and his wife Cathy, also a minister, 
are looking forward to their island visit 
and are assured of a warm welcome 
from both the Ìlich and the Diùraich.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay PA43 7JX. Tel: 01496 810 658.

Cantilena Chamber Orchestra will entertain.

AN INNOVATIVE project 
has put nurses at the forefront 
of a fight to tackle addiction in 
Argyll and Bute.

The specialist team of nurses 
is working in partnership with 
a number of other experts to 
combat the problem of drugs 
in the area. In particular, there 
is growing concern about the 
prevalence of so-called party 
drugs and legal highs, which 
have now been banned. 

NHS Highland employs nurs-
es to work in a variety of roles, 
including a new dedicated Ar-
gyll and Bute Addiction Team 
(ABAT).

The team covers the whole 
of Argyll and Bute to help 
individuals overcome substance 
misuse issues.

Team leader Leslie Mackay 
said: ‘We work with adults 
from the age of 16 who are 
having problems with substance 
misuse. The team consists of 
17 nurses, four social workers, 
two support workers and a 
consultant psychiatrist working 
throughout Argyll and Bute.

‘One of our nurses specialises 
in harm reduction, and they 
work alongside the consultant 
across the whole patch, whereas 
the rest of the team work in 
smaller groups dedicated to 
each area of Argyll and Bute.

‘Individuals are referred to 
our service by their GP, and 
we conduct a comprehensive 
assessment to identify the most 
appropriate service for them 
to work with. We then tailor a 

recovery plan specific to them 
to support them to overcome 
their addiction.’

The team works with clients to 

help them overcome addiction 
to alcohol and drugs. The rise 
in the use of new psychoactive 
substances (NPS), or so-called 
legal highs, has presented a new 
challenge for Leslie and her 
team to tackle.

Leslie explained: ‘We have a 
number of services that we can 
offer people, including psycho-
logical support, coping skills 
and residential rehabilitation. 
When people are referred to us 
with drug or alcohol addiction, 
we have an established process 
of detoxification and under-
stand the signs and symptoms 
to look out for.

‘However, the rise in NPS has 
posed problems for us, as we can 
never be sure what they have 
taken or what it contains. We 

know how to work with things 
like heroin or alcohol but we are 
determined to establish ways to 
help people beat their addiction 
to these so-called legal highs.’

Leslie has worked in her 
current role for the past five 
years and her role covers Oban, 
Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the 
islands. The geography of her 
patch presents its own challenge 
but also offers Leslie a chance 
to build strong working rela-
tionships. 

She said: ‘It’s no big secret 
that remote and rural working 
can be challenging, especially 
in Argyll and Bute. 

‘Being so isolated from other 
parts of the country can make 
partnership working difficult 
but we always find a way to cope.

‘I have a dedicated, hard-
working team who are great. 
We learn so much from one 
another and we have a passion 
to help people. It’s an absolute 
privilege to be a part of a 
person’s recovery journey and 
it is extremely satisfying to see 
someone turn a corner in rela-
tion to their addiction issues.

‘Such inner strength can be 
hard to find when someone is 
battling addiction to alcohol, 
drugs or NPS, and it is very re-
warding to know that you played 
a part in their recovery.’

For further information on 
ABAT, contact Leslie on 01546 
605602 or go to www.nhshigh-
land.scot.nhs.uk, www.twitter.
com/nhshighland or  www.
facebook.com/nhshighland.

Leslie Mackay.

TIMESLINE
Russell takes on 
new convener role

Wi�  boost  for 
festival-goers

MP backs veterans’ 
census campaign

MICHAEL RUSSELL, above, Argyll 
and Bute MSP, has taken over as 
convener of the Finance Commit-
tee at the Scottish Parliament.

Mr Russell said: ‘I am honoured 
and a little daunted to be chosen 
for this role.  Given that there 
is now a minority government 
in Scotland, the job of Finance 
Committee convener will be to 
seek consensus on the budget, to 
ensure the parliament’s new tax 
powers are introduced smoothly 
and e� ectively, and to protect 
and develop the model for public 
scrutiny of the budget and public 
� nances in Scotland.’ 

BELLADRUM festival-goers will 
bene� t from a wi�  hotspot that 
will allow them to instantly up-
load their pictures online.

The service is sponsored by the 
Co-op and is powered by Voove 
systems, which provide wi�  and 
internet for hotels and events 
across the Highlands and Islands.

Nurses take lead role in battle 
to help people with addictions

ARGYLL and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara, pictured, has con-
� rmed his support for the 
Royal British Legion and 
Poppyscotland’s Count Them 
In campaign, which calls for 
questions on the armed forces 
community to be included in 
the next UK census. 

Mr O’Hara said there are 
currently between 6.5 million 
and 6.7 million members of the 
armed forces community in the 
UK, but little is known about 
the exact numbers, location 
and needs of this group. 

Pupils talk a 
great game at 
debating event
PUPILS at Oban High School were involved in a 
debating tournament this week involving topical 
issues such as whether Britain should remain in 
or leave the European Union.

In the end, it was a group of Diarmid girls who 
won the competition – Morven MacFarlane-
Donald, Sarah Carlin and Bronwen Davies. 
They argued that money plays too big of a part 
in American politics.

Ossian and Somerled went head to head, with 
the former arguing the case for Britain to leave 
the European Union.

The panel of judges – Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell, Jim Fraser from Oban Speak-
ers Club, and Frank Walton and Iain MacIntyre 
from Oban Rotary Club – also chose Sarah 
Carlin as the best overall speaker, with Ross 
Cameron making the best contribution from the 
floor.

Mr Russell said: ‘I was really impressed with 
the high quality shown by the young people.

‘One of the most difficult things to do is to 
stand up and talk in front of everyone you 
know.

‘Sarah is a natural talent and I am sure she 
will go on to do something that uses those skills, 
perhaps even politics.’

Clare Bryden, an English teacher who helped 
to organise the event, said: ‘I think it’s vitally 
important for pupils to engage with what is hap-
pening in the world. I don’t want any of them to 
think that they can’t make a difference. 

‘It opens them up to critical thought and a real 
level of debate. This year was amazing.’ Left to right: Iain MacIntyre, Sarah Carlin, Jim Fraser, Frank Walton, Morven MacFarlane-Donald, Michael Russell and Bronwen Davies. 17_t26OHSdebate01.

Shell-shocked at aquarium
A MONSTER crab has been 
caught and placed in the Mull 
Aquarium, Europe’s first catch 
and release facility of its kind. 

The aquarium’s unique zoo 
licence allows creatures caught 
locally to stay for up to four 
weeks before they are returned 
to the sea, where they came 
from. Not only does this mini-

mise the impact on the oceans 
but it means the displays are 
always changing. The aquarium 
has seen more than 83 different 
species in the past two months.

As a non-profit community 
company, the aquarium is sup-
ported greatly by local fisher-
men who are regularly bringing 
in new and exciting creatures. 

But aquarium staff were left 
speechless on Friday when 
one of the local fishermen 
delivered this monster edible 
crab, which he caught earlier in 
the day. 

It will be staying at the aquar-
ium for a short while before it is 
returned to the sea as part of the  
catch and release programme.

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 568000
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Misuse of drugs 
alleged on beach
A HOLIDAYMAKER who allegedly 
smoked cannabis on the seafront 
was cautioned and charged by 
police on Saturday June 18.

The man, 35, from Edinburgh, 
was seen on the beach on Oban 
Esplanade by passers-by who 
detected a ‘strange smell’.

When approached by police the 
man was said to be in possession 
of a quantity of herbal cannabis, 
a class-B drug. He was cautioned 
and charged. 

A report has been sent to the 
procurator � scal.

Search on for 
pensioner 
POLICE are asking for help to � nd 
a male pensioner with grey and 
white hair, wearing shorts who 
may have been on the Ledaig to 
Benderloch bus at 10.40am on 
Sunday June 5.

Rescue dog alerts 
owner’s broken leg
A RECENTLY retired rescue dog 
from Oban Mountain Rescue 
was part of an emergency rescue 
when his owner fell on the beach 
at Fionnphort shortly after 3pm 
on Saturday June 18. 

A Coastguard helicopter was 
called by the casualty himself 
and it took the man for medical 
assistance. 

The dog was on hand at all 
times and helped alert services 
to the man’s location. 

� Anyone with any information 
about any of these incidents is 
asked to call police on 101.

POLICE 
FILES 
with Sergeant 
John Stobo

DUNSTAFFNAGE may be a 
sleepy backwater but it is home 
to an organisation that is really 
making waves globally, as well 
as locally.

The pioneering work being 
carried out by the Scottish As-
sociation for Marine Science 
(SAMS) is rippling out across 
the world and, particularly, its 
oceans. But it is also having a 
huge impact on the Oban area 
environment.

SAMS has been in its current 
building since 2004 but traces 
its genesis back to around 130 
years ago, having started life 
in Edinburgh and having been 
based in various locations 
down the years, including 
Ayrshire.

The organisation moved its 
base permanently to Dunstaff-
nage in the late 1960s when it 
was little more than a small 
hydrographic station used for 
research. 

The transfer was made for a 
number of reasons, including 
recruitment and retention of 
staff, and, more importantly, 
because of its marine environ-
ment and diversity. 

Head of communications 
at SAMS, Anuschka Miller, 
is delighted at the way the 
organisation has grown and 
the positive impact it has had 
locally in helping to keep some 
of the Oban area’s brightest 
young people on home turf.

Dr Miller said: ‘For the 
Oban area, we are probably 

one of the more important 
places. Over the years Oban 
has suffered a lot with the vast 
majority of those youngsters 
who are clever and energetic 
leaving when they finish at 
high school. They all disappear 
off to Glasgow or Edinburgh or 
Dundee or wherever to study 
and gain skills. 

‘We might not be in a position 
locally to provide people with a 
whole spectrum of work but we 
have about 130 students here. 
We’ve also got a pretty inter-
national workforce here and 
we offer what are the better 
paid kind of jobs.

‘Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise has identified us 
as a kind of seed corn for eco-
nomic development of the area 
around life sciences and we are 
allowing the small companies 
we have here to grow and be 
able to stay in the area.

‘We have the potential to 
grow into a big business over 
the years ahead and we have 

planning consent for more 
buildings if we need them.

‘That said, we have grown 
hugely in recent years. In 2001, 
there were only about 70 staff 
and there was no undergradu-
ate teaching being done. Now 
we are three or four times 
bigger than that and, in 2013, 
we added the second building.’

Dr Miller stresses that 
the work done by the team 
at SAMS benefits from its 
location, saying: ‘We have very 
clean waters here and we have 
good access to very deep wa-
ters from here. That makes it 
attractive also for other marine 
institutions.’

SAMS has a number of 
small boats that are vital to its 
research work but for bigger 
expeditions, it hires larger 
vessels. 

The Dunstaffnage facility is 
also home to what Dr Miller 
calls ‘the national capabilities’. 
One is the national facility for 
scientific diving. She said: ‘All 

scientific divers are trained 
from here and our divers 
support science in all the 
disciplines. They are funded by 
the government. We have, as a 
consequence, a recompression 
chamber here which is also 
used by the NHS. So all the 
diving accidents on the West 
Coast come here and we have 
to maintain staffing for that 
24/7. We probably have 10 or 
so accidents each year.

‘Our other national capabil-
ity is our culture collection 
of algae and protozoa. It’s a 
little bit like a botanic garden 
or a zoo, but for microscopic 
creatures. They are in held in 
many fridges. This is actually 
the most diverse collection of 
its kind in the world. 

‘We sell the cultures and we 
curate the cultures. We are also 
a depository, so if you have a 
business that creates an antibi-
otic that is made from a marine 
alga, you might want to have a 
strain living somewhere else as a 
back-up and we can provide that. 
People can give us their living 
creatures and we will host them.

‘We really work internation-
ally and have blogs that show 
our research from the Antarc-
tic to the Arctic – especially in 
the Arctic. We do an awful lot 
of work in the Arctic: we have 
students who spend a full year 
in the Arctic as part of their 
undergraduate course. There 
is a course on marine science 
with Arctic studies.’

SAMS looks set to continue 
to make a splash globally as 
well as locally.

WATER covers 71 per cent of 
the Earth’s surface, yet only six 
per cent of the seabed has been 
mapped. 

But a team at SAMS Scottish 
Marine Robotics Facility is 
pilot ing autonomous under-
water vehicles, or AUVs, to un-
derstand what is going on under 
the waves, where it is extremely 
expensive, and dangerous, to 
send scientists in person.

The Scottish Association for 
Marine Science at Dunstaff-
nage runs, among its fleet, a 
2.5m yellow submarine named 
Freya, after the Norse god of 
beauty, love and destiny, which 
can dive up to 500m to emit 
a sonic ‘ping’, and detects its 
reflection, to visualise the un-
derwater landscape, or find and 
picture lost shipwrecks.

Last year Freya scanned and 
photographed the wreck of the 
SS Breda, a Dutch steamship 
carrying cement, cigarettes, 
copper ingots, sandals, crockery 
and banknote paper, which was 
sunk by Nazi bombers in Ard-
muckish Bay near Benderloch 
during the Second World War.

A second, smaller, propel-
ler-driven robot, called Rebus, 

can travel up for up to 10 hours 
over 70km, and down to depths 
of 600m, to measure turbu-
lence, temperature, salinity, 
water velocity and chlorophyll 
fluorescence.

Above the sea, SAMS deploys 
remotely piloted aircraft, or 
drones, from Oban airport 
to track giant features such 
as jellyfish blooms, which are 
attracted to warm water and can 
clog up the intakes of nuclear 
power stations.

SAMS also operates the North 
Atlantic Glider Base, deploying 
seven ‘underwater gliders’ – 
named after the team’s favourite 
whiskies – off the Isle of Tiree 
for seven-month missions up to 
1,000m below the surface, mak-
ing continuous measurements 
of ocean currents, temperature 
and pollution.

Anuschka Miller, director of 
SAMS’ Ocean Explorer Centre, 
explained: ‘If you don’t have 
information, you have no idea 
where things end up, whether 
it’s lost airplanes or oil spills. In 
order to predict this, you’ve got 
to understand what’s going on 
constantly.’

The gliders are piloted by 
iPhone, by employees such as 
former SAMS student Karen 
Wilson, and every six hours the 

machines transmit data back to 
Dunstaffnage via satellite. 

Anyone can access the data on 
the internet, says Fraser Mac-
donald, whose job at SAMS is to 

pull all this scientific information 
together into a usable product. 

‘I work in knowledge exchange, 
asking how our science can be 
used,’ he told The Oban Times. ‘If 

it has benefits to other people, it 
can have a higher impact.’

One example he cites is 
tracking ocean fronts between 
hot and cold water, which con-

centrate fish, seabird and sea 
mammal activity, and so could 
help marine tourism business 
better predict where to see 
wildlife.

Where machines 
plumb new depths

Scientists from the Scottish Association for Marine Science are accessing oceans of data

Fraser Macdonald and Karen Wilson test their equipment at their Dunsta� nage base and, below, some of the sea-gliders they operate.

The centre for 
deep thinking

Karen Wilson and Colin Abernethy assess data from the Breda.

People have used the close as a toilet.

PEDESTRIANS are fed 
up avoiding dog faeces 
in and around Oban – 
but one Combie Street 
resident was horrified to 
find his close being used 
as a public toilet.

The resident is often 
woken on Friday and 
Saturday nights between 
midnight and 2am by rev-
ellers in the alley between 
the Lochavulin pub and 
MSP Michael Russell’s 
constituency office.

But after a weekday 
disturbance at 1.30am 
on Wednesday May 8, 
he discovered used toilet 
paper littering the close 
and – worst of all – human 
excrement in the corner.  

‘They’ve been urinat-

ing in the past but this 
is the first time there’s 
been this,’ he said. ‘It’s 
very similar to the dog 
situation, except these 
have two legs.

‘It surprises me there is 
this behaviour in Oban. 
I think they should get 
back to the gutter and 
clean it up. 

‘It’s a health and safety 
issue: there are three- 
and four-year-old kids 
who live in this block. 
One neighbour has 
moved out to somewhere 
quieter.’

The incident was 
reported to the police, 
and anyone with any in-
formation can call Police 
Scotland on 101.

Behaviour that is 
worse than dogs

Shellfi sh 
warning
MONITORING work under-
taken on behalf of Food Stand-
ards Scotland has identified 
raised levels of shellfish toxins 
in Loch Seaforth, East Loch 
Tarbert  (Sound of Scalpay) 
and Loch Stockinish in Harris. 

Eating shellfish such as mus-
sels, cockles or razor fish from 
these areas may pose a risk 
to human health and notices 
to warn the public and casual 
gatherers have been posted at 
various locations. 

Commercial shellfish harvest-
ers in these areas have been 
contacted by Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar and steps have been 
taken to postpone harvesting 
until algae levels subside. 

It is a sensible precaution 
to avoid eating shellfish from 
these areas until further notice.

IN 1930 THE LAST 
ISLANDERS LEFT 

ST KILDA

DON’T LET HIM 
BE NEXT

St Kilda – the remotest of the British Isles. 
86 years ago the community was evacuated 
after thousands of years of human 
occupation.  Now there is a real threat that 
St Kilda’s unique wildlife will vanish too.

This stunning archipelago is the UK’s only 
World Heritage Site listed for both its 
cultural and natural heritage.  As Scotland’s 
largest conservation charity we’ve acted as 
guardians of this magical, haunting place for 
60 years.

Recently we have seen declining numbers 
of seabirds and the effects of climate 
change on this precious environment.  
These are signs of changing marine 
conditions, and St Kilda could be a warning 
to us all.

We need your help to continue protecting 
the coastlines, islands and seabird colonies 
in our care.

Don’t take flight – join  the Love our Islands 
campaign today. 

Text ISLE00 £5 to 70070 
to donate £5

www.nts.org.uk/loveourislands

You can donate £1, £2, £3, £4, £5 or £10 (up to £30 
in any given month).  Texts will be charged at your 

normal network rate.

The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty
 is a charity registered in Scotland, Charity Number SC 007410



4 NEWS Thursday 23 June, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

DIGITAL divas who know their apples from 
pears are needed for an all-expenses paid com-
puter project.

Inspiralba’s Digital Hack, which has exclusive 
use of Campbeltown Backpackers hostel from 
June 27 to 29, is looking for young people who 
sleep, talk and eat game design, animation and 
film, or dream of getting involved.

The project will build on the success of the dig-
ital summer school delivered on Bute last year, 
at which young people came together and gained 
skills and experience in digital work and took 
forward their digital projects.  

Feedback from the Bute event was very positive 
with several of the young people having gone on to 
use the skills in employment and further training.

The Hack will bring people together to work as 
a team to create digital products with a focus on 
all things zero waste.  

An Inspiralba spokesperson said: ‘We will then 
be able to use the products to promote recycling, 
reuse and avoiding waste through the Zero Waste 
Heroes project over the coming year, which is 
funded by Zero Waste Scotland.  

‘All travel costs, accommodation and meals will 
be provided, and Inspiralba can help with travel 
arrangements too.  

‘In return, we ask participants to come along 
with their creativity, enthusiasm and energy.

‘The Hack provides an opportunity for young 

people with an interest in the digital sector to 
gain real work experience in product develop-
ment, which will assist in enhancing their CVs or 
future applications for jobs or further education.  

‘Digital skills are recognised as a growth area 
of the Scottish economy and with the roll-out of 
digital broadband to rural communities there are 
a host of opportunities for young people to utilise 
these skills.’

For further information, contact Linda McLean:  
Lmclean@inspiralba.org.uk or call 01586550044.

Free trip for keyboard kings or wannabes

Work during last year’s hack.

Advertorial

TIMESLINE

Iona Abbey in new 
colouring book

Runner on the 
road to a record

Mull woman stole 
£1,500 from friend

A NEW colouring book featuring 
the Scottish Highlands has just 
been published. The History 
Press released the Highlands and 
Islands Colouring Book on Mon-
day (June 20). The book features a 
range of 45 detailed illustrations 
of the picturesque scenery of the 
highlands, including Iona Abbey.

A MULL woman who stole 
£1,500 from her ‘best friend’ 
was � ned £600 after admitting 
she had taken the money from 
a piggy bank over a 13-month 
period.

Lisa Docherty, 24, of 1 Ferry 
House, Fionnphort, took the 
money and realised she could 
not pay it back.

Docherty’s parents paid 
£2,000 to the complainer with-
in days of � nding out about the 
crime on January 21, 2016.

The victim had been saving 
tips from restaurant work for 
over year. Docherty was told to 
pay the � ne in three months. 

A RUNNER has visited Connel as 
part of a world record attempt for 
charity.

Yvie Johnson, from Denbigh 
in Wales, has been running from 
Land’s End to John O’ Groats and 
back again, a total of 1,680 miles, 
making her the � rst woman to 
do so. She is raising money and 
awareness for mental health char-
ities Bipolar UK, Mind, Scottish 
Association for Mental Health, 
Young Minds and Place-2Be.

On the return leg Ms Johnson 
had an overnight stay with The 
Oban Times’ marketing man-
ager Pauline Cli� ord, who is a 
friend. Ms Cli� ord said: ‘She is 
absolutely amazing, running 
more than a marathon every day 
for 42 days.’

Marine emergency was caused by moth survey

OBAN and Campbeltown Coast-
guards, Campbeltown lifeboat and 
a rescue helicopter were scrambled 
in the early hours of on Tuesday … 
because of moths.

The emergency began at 4.30am 
after a small local fishing vessel 
reported seeing a static white light 30 
metres above the cliffs at the Mull of 
Kintyre.

Worried that there might be some-
one in trouble on the cliffs, the UK 
Coastguard sent Oban and Camp-
beltown Coastguard rescue teams, 

Campbeltown RNLI all-weather 
lifeboat and the UK Coastguard 
search and rescue helicopter based at 
Prestwick to the location.

Arriving on scene, the Campbel-
town lifeboat discovered that the 
bright light was actually being used to 
attract moths to a white sheet as part 
of a biodiversity night survey. All the 
teams were stood down and returned 
to base.

Stephen Turner, UK Coastguard 
duty controller, said:  ‘This is a very 
remote part of Scotland and the 
crew of the fishing vessel were right 
to contact us so we could investigate 
the source of the light. Fortunately, 

we were quickly able to establish that 
there was a biodiversity survey in the 
area and not a potential search and 
rescue. 

‘It also provides us with a perfect 
opportunity to put out a valuable 
safety message to people who under-
take work like this along our coast-
line. Using torches and static lights 
along the cliff coastlines can easily be 
misinterpreted as a call for help.  

‘If you’re planning to do some 
surveying along the coast which 
might involve using a form of light, 
tell the Coastguard. You should also 
tell someone at home where you are 
going and when you expect to return. 

‘Your shore contact can then raise 
the alarm if you don’t return as ex-
pected and will have all the informa-
tion that rescuers need to find you.’
� The Oban lifeboat Mora Edith 
MacDonald was launched on Monday 
at 4.55pm to help a motor vessel with 
one person on board, who was report-
ed to be in serious trouble directly 
under Connel Bridge.

The lifeboat arrived within 15 
minutes to find the vessel’s skipper 
had managed to deploy his anchor in 
the very strong currents.  The lifeboat 
towed the boat to safety. The skipper, 
who had injured his hand, was later 
transferred to hospital.

Yvie Johnson.

MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

vice manager Deirdre Henderson added: ‘We are 
not here to diagnose people, we are here to offer 
emotional support and for a chat. 

‘It’s important for people to understand that 

there is an area people can use. For some, 
they might come in with something that they 
struggled with a while back when they were 
caring and they want to talk about their feel-

ings. We help with a wide range of things. Our 
information goes through all the usual things and 
also helps with the money side of it, looking after 
people and bereavement.’

New drop-in 
cancer centre 
opens in Oban
AN INFORMATION centre that will help people 
cope with the effects of cancer was launched on 
Monday. 

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael Russell and Prov-
ost Len Scoullar officially opened the Macmillan 
cancer information and support service within 
Oban Library.

The facility will be open whenever the library is 
and is stocked with books, audio books, e-books, 
DVDs, leaflets and a space for people to sit and 
relax.

Every Wednesday from 2.15pm to 4.15pm people 
who are suffering from cancer, as well as family, 
friends and carers of people with the disease, can 
drop in and chat to a support worker who will be on 
hand to offer emotional support and information.

Before cutting the opening ribbon, Mr Russell 
spoke of the importance of being able to get accu-
rate information about the disease. 

He said: ‘Cancer is an area that people think 
they can look up on the internet, but often they get 
worried and confused.

‘This is a great place for people as [you can talk 
to someone face to face] – you can’t have a conver-
sation with a computer. 

‘This is the type of project that works with local 
people and we should be very grateful to Macmil-
lan.’

As well as the public area decorated by photo-
graphs donated by Oban Photography Club, there 
is a private room for one-on-one support.

Macmillan cancer information and support ser-

From left to right: Deirdre Henderson, Michael Russell, Elaine Hamilton from Macmillan and Len Scoullar. 17_t26MacMillanCancer01.

AN 80-YEAR-OLD woman 
who fell and seriously hurt her 
face was left waiting more than 
an hour for an ambulance to 
arrive.

Rosina McQue, who suffers 
from arthritis, was walking to 
the Bank of Scotland in Oban 
last Friday afternoon when she 
lost her footing and fell, injur-
ing her face in the process.

A concerned passer-by quickly 
phoned for an ambulance, 
which then took more than one 
hour to arrive as it had to travel 
to Oban from Inveraray.

Mrs McQue, who lives at 
McGregor Court in Oban and 
who moved to the town 25 years 
ago with her late husband, said: 
‘I fell just beside the Caledonian 
Hotel. 

‘I had my stick, so I don’t know 
how, but I am very unsteady 

on my feet as I have arthritis. 
Someone phoned an ambulance 
and two couples from Edin-
burgh waited with me. I asked 
them how long I had been lying 
there and they said 57 minutes.’

Mrs McQue, who fell directly 
across from the taxi rank, 
added: ‘I could have got a taxi 
up [to hospital] within six min-
utes.’

After spending more than an 
hour on the pavement, an am-
bulance finally arrived and Mrs 
McQue was taken to hospital 
and later released following 
treatment.

She said: ‘I can’t describe how 
I feel. I hope they do something, 
not just for me, but also for oth-
er people in the community that 
it could happen to.’

Allan McKie, 55, who works at 
the Caledonian Hotel, brought 
Mrs McQue a blanket from the 
hotel. 

He said: ‘I didn’t see her fall. 

I came past after she had been 
there for 45 minutes.

‘There were a number of folk 
there, but I was really angry. I 
think it was about an hour and 
15 minutes [before the ambu-
lance came].

‘I’m not having a go at the local 
emergency services – I’m having 
a go at the system that allowed 
this to happen. We were very 
lucky this time round. 

‘I was a councillor for nearly 
eight years. If I was a councillor 
just now I would be asking seri-
ous questions.

‘That could have been my 
mother, or anyone’s mother, 
and it could have been a heart 
attack. With hindsight, I am 
sorry I did not phone the police. 
It could have been something 
far more serious.

‘The emergency services said 
on the phone to leave her where 
she was. They were telling us 
not to move her, so for over an 

hour she was lying on a concrete 
pavement at 80.

‘I don’t want it to happen to 
anyone else and I’m sure the 
emergency services in Oban 
don’t want it to happen again.’ 

A spokesman for the Scottish 
Ambulance Service said: ‘This 
was not a life-threatening situa-
tion. However, we are sorry that 
the patient had an uncomfort-
able and anxious wait for the 
ambulance.  

‘All 999 calls are clinically tri-
aged to ensure that those with 
greatest clinical need receive 
the highest priority and, in this 
case, a local ambulance was 
dispatched quickly but had to be 
diverted to respond to a cardiac 
arrest. 

‘This meant that the nearest 
available crew responded from 
Inveraray in 56 minutes. Am-
bulance control kept in contact 
with the patient to ensure her 
safety.’

Injured woman waited an hour 
for ambulance from Inveraray

Mrs McQue hurt her face when she fell near the Caledonian Hotel.
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Hello 
Summer

exceptional savings, every day. 
www.gordonsdirect.comft

£3.49
save £3.00 
Toni & Guy Shampoo & 
Conditioner 250ml
RRP £6.49

Toni & Guy Shampoo & 

£4.99
save £1.51 
EOS Lip Balm  
RRP £6.50

£1.00
save £1.76 
Nivea Visage Wipes  
20pk 
RRP £2.76

Nivea Visage Wipes 
20pk
RRP £2.76

£9.95
save £5.00 
Tantastic Liquid & Mitt 
150ml 
RRP £14.95

99p
save £2.00 
Dove Bodywash 
250ml 
RRP £2.99

£1.00
save £1.29 
Nivea Deodorant 
Sprays 150ml 
RRP £2.29

16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN

SUMMER SALE AT 
GORDONS CHEMISTS
FOR ALL your summer essentials, look no further 
than Gordons Chemists.  From personal hygiene to 
freshening up your home and sun protection, Gor-
dons Chemists will have you covered this summer.

With Nivea and Ambre Solaire suncream ranges 
starting from only £3.99, this is our lowest ever price! 
From milks to lotions, sprays and creams, the range 
of products available for all skin types is second to 
none.  Your friendly Gordons Chemists pharmacist 
is also on hand should you require advice on how 
best to protect your skin from the harmful rays.

If you’d rather achieve a sunkissed look without 
needing to step outside, Tantastic Liquid 150ml (in-
cludes a free application mitt)) is 1/3 off at only £9.95! 

For the ultimate in hairspray we have Elnett 400ml 
at just £4.99, a saving of over one third!!

Other lines at less than half price include Nivea 
Deodorant Sprays 150ml priced at just £1 and Nivea 
Cleansing Wipes also at just £1.  

We have a very special price on Toni & Guy 
Shampoo & Conditioner 250ml, saving you £3 and 
check out our extensive range of essential holiday 
medicines which has many lines at half price!

With 9 stores across Scotland, the leading independ-
ent pharmacy chain is on your doorstep and you can 
also shop online at www.gordonsdirect.com.  Become 
a fan on facebook at www.facebook.com/gordonsdi-
rect and follow us on twitter @gordonsdirect.

‘NIGHTMARE’ congestion 
on Oban’s Soroba Road could 
be eased if Argyll and Bute 
Council removes bollards and 
boulders blocking a connection 
between Glenshellach and 
McKelvie roads, local residents 
and business owners have 
argued.

To drive into Oban town 
centre, residents of the housing 
estates on McKelvie and Glen-
gallan roads must merge with 
vehicles from Lorn and Islands 
District General Hospital at the 
roundabout on Soroba Road, 
which during rush hour is grid-
locked with heavy traffic going 
to or from work and school.

One resident, who wished to 
remain anonymous, told The 
Oban Times: ‘They’ve closed off 
a precious road that we need. 
We need all the roads available.’ 

Congestion has increased, 
residents and business owners 
said, by the building of many new 
houses on McKelvie and Glen-
gallan roads, and with more on 
the way, it may only get worse.

A solution, they argue, would 
be to reopen the mile-long route 
into town along Glenshellach 
Road, much of which is lined 
with residential properties, and 
perhaps widen it or impose a 
one-way system.

Holidaymakers also use 
Glengallan and McKelvie roads 

to access the area’s two caravan 
and mobile home parks, despite 
the alternative route via Gal-
lanach Road. Gallanachmore 
Farm advises on its website: 
‘Please don’t use satnav to find 
us using our postcode, as it will 
take you the wrong way along a 
road which is blocked.’

Michael Tye, owner of 
Roseview Caravan Park on 
Glenshellach Road, told us his 
customers are ‘always saying it’s 
an absolute disgrace, and asking 
why it’s been shut off’. 

Re-opening Glenshellach 
Road, Mr Tye argued, ‘would 
make a hell of a difference’, and 
he called for a one-way system.

He added: ‘I was told there was 
no way that road would open. 
[The council] said it wouldn’t 
take the traffic, and we all had 
to go down this new route. We’ve 
done all we can, but the council 
don’t seem interested, and there 
was no response except “Put 
your own signs up”.’

Argyll and Bute Council 
responded: ‘This is part of the 
housing development plan – 
Glenshellach Road is single 
track, whereas the new McK-
elvie Road is more suitable for 
the level [of] traffic arising from 
the new housing development. 
It features in the Local Devel-
opment Plan and the relevant 
order was advertised in the local 
press in early April 2015. The 
route remains a public right of 
way for cyclists, etc.’

Moira gets ready for the high life at nearly 80
A 79-YEAR-OLD grandmother will 
abseil from 1,300ft next month in order to 
raise money for charity.

Super-gran Moira Thomson decided to 
join her granddaughter and the rest of the 
staff of Specsavers in Oban in abseiling 
down Cruachan Dam so that she could 
tick the activity off of her bucket list.

Moira, who will turn 80 in November, 
said: ‘I’m quite looking forward to it. It’s 
something I have wanted to do and if I 
can raise money for charity, even better. I 
wanted to raise money for a small Scottish 
charity and help some kids.

‘My grandson thinks I shouldn’t do it 

but I am doing it and that’s it. I will have a 
harness on, so I’m not worried.

‘Everyone has been so kind. It’s unbe-
lievable the amount of money that has 
been donated.

‘I think my age is making people give 
more as they think you can’t do something 
like this at 80.’

However, this wasn’t the first item on 
Moira’s bucket list – she has already 
ticked off seeing Ronan Keating live and 
watching a Scotland rugby match.

Her granddaughter and store manager at 
Specsavers, Karen MacDonald, said: ‘We 
were all going to do it and she said this was 

something that was on her bucket list. I 
think it’s great, although I don’t think the 
rest of the family will be so supportive.’

Iona Campbell, David Farquarson, 
Martyna Surowka, Kirsty Clark, Kerry 
McDougall, Leslie Reid, Toni MacIntyre 
and Lauren Williams-Bale will also abseil 
from the hollow mountain with Karen and 
super-gran Moira.

All the money raised will be split 
between Oban Mountain Rescue Team 
and the Children’s Hospice Association 
Scotland. 

To donate, visit www.crowdfunding.
justgiving.com/karen-macdonald-1.

Vintage cars take 
road to the isles
TWENTY-� ve vintage cars have 
been touring Mull, Iona and 
Sta� a. They are part of the Model 
T Ford Register Tour of Great 
Britain and are here for nine days. 
The cars all date from between 
1910 and 1927 and left Oban for 
Mull having left from Inveraray.

Moira Thomson with some of the Specsavers’ sta�  who will also be abseiling from the Cruachan Dam.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Residents 
demand 
action on 
nightmare 
congestion

Water safety campaign is launched

Bunting obscured CCTV

Three drivers all lose licences

THIS is the Royal Life Saving 
Society’s Drowning Prevention 
Week, and its campaign has 
been backed by LochWatch 
Loch Awe.

Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell joined repre-
sentatives from the emergency 
services and LochWatch Loch 
Awe to launch the initiative to 
prevent deaths in the water.

Some 400 people drown in 
the UK each year, around 70 
of them in Scotland. The vast 
majority are men and most of 
those victims are aged between 
18 and 30. 

Research shows that almost 
half had no intention of enter-
ing the water and alcohol often 
played a part.

CCTV didn’t help an Oban man ac-
cused of being involved in a fight on 
George Street shortly before Christ-
mas – because bunting was in front of 
the camera during the incident.

Oban Sheriff Court heard that Ewan 
MacCorquodale, 27, of Campbell 
Crescent, met former colleague Mark 
Penrose in the street and a ‘scuffle’ 
took place.

Penrose later complained to the 
police he had been punched on the 
face. While CCTV cameras caught 
MacCorquodale crossing the road to 
approach Mr Penrose on Saturday 
December 19, the video of the inci-
dent itself was obscured.

MacCorquodale said it was in fact 
Mr Penrose who had tried to punch 
him. ‘I wouldn’t have classed it as a 
fight. I didn’t want to inflict any major 
harm on him [Mr Penrose].’

However, a witness said Mac-
Corquodale was later bragging about 
the fight. The accused was overheard 
in a taxi queue saying: ‘I’ve just hit 
Mark Penrose.’

Eoin McGinty, procurator fiscal, 
said: ‘The fact is that Mr Penrose’s 
account of the events are supported. 
The accused crossed the street to 
confront him. Penrose then phoned 
the police and complained. The 
accused didn’t phone the police. The 
accused didn’t seem to be upset.’

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC said she 
believed beyond reasonable doubt 
that Mr Penrose’s version of the 
evening’s events was correct.

Sheriff Anderson told Mac-
Corquodale: ‘You have four previous 
convictions, two of which are solemn.’ 

She fined MacCorquodale £750 to 
be paid at £25 per week.

THREE people were banned from 
driving in separate cases on Tuesday. 

Catherine Smith, 48, of Grampian 
Court, Irvine, was caught the morn-
ing after a drinking session and found 
to have 51 micrograms of alcohol in 
100 millilitres of breath when the 
limit is 22. Smith, a self-employed 
delivery driver, was caught speeding 
near Appin on May 7, 2015. She 
was disqualified from driving for 15 
months and fined £200.

Mary MacDougall, 55, Morvern Hill, 

Oban, was found in Soroba Road seven 
times the limit with 154 micrograms 
of alcohol in 100 millilitres of breath 
on March 10, 2016. MacDougall was 
disqualified for two years and given two 
months to pay a £500 fine.

William Reid, 28, of Lora View, 
North Connel, was stopped by police in 
Tyndrum on April 21, 2016. Reid was 
found to have 82 micrograms of alcohol 
in 100 millilitres of breath, almost four 
times the limit. Reid was disqualified 
for two years and fined £500.

Launching water safety week were Inspector Mark Stephen, Michael Russell MSP, Derek Wilson, 
from the � re and rescue service, and Iain MacKinnon, co-ordinator of LochWatch Loch Awe.

Trio are 
sentenced 
for drugs
THREE offenders were sen-
tenced at Oban Sheriff Court on 
Tuesday after pleading guilty to 
drugs offences.

Youngster Ryan Morrison who 
was found with a ‘large amount’ 
of cannabis, a class-B drug, in his 
possession at the Corran Halls 
on May 9 2016 had his sentence 
deferred for social work reports.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson told 
Morrison, 17, of Hillside, Dun-
beg: ‘All I can say is you are lucky 
your plea to possession has been 
accepted. Do you understand 
that?’ Morrison nodded.

The shocking death of an 
Oban drug user who took illegal 
ecstasy tablets was not enough 
to deter a user whose home was 
searched by police on January 2, 
2016, days after the fatality.

Kevin McLetchie, 28, and Kellie 
McCuish, 37,  both of Glenfoot 
Terrace, admitted possession of 
cannabis. McLetchie pled guilty 
to a further charge of possessiing 
seven ecstasy tablets he had 
bought ‘for the party season’. 

McLetchie was fined £300 and 
McCuish was ordered to pay 
£100 to the court.

Paul Nicol, 45, of no fixed ad-
dress, was jailed for six months 
after admitting supplying heroin 
found at Albany Street, Oban, 
on June 3, 2016. Cash totalling 
£280, found during a search of 
Nicol’s home, was also forfeited.

ADVERTORIAL
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AWARD-WINNING duo the Red Dirt Skinners will be 
returning to Scotland next month. 

The ‘genre defying’ pair  will play at the Ceilidh House 
and Heritage Centre in Corran, Arnisdale, on the July 7.

This latest tour will see the husband and wife promoting 
their new album Behind The Wheel.

For more information contact theceilidhhouse@gmail.
com or speak to Jenny Munro on 01599 522280.

An ancient burial ground
ARGYLL has many old graveyards which have 
provided historians and genealogists with interest 
and information for generations. None more so than 
Killean, five miles south-west of Duart Castle on 
the Island of Mull overlooking Loch Spelve. It is a 
lonely spot, now seldom visited and guarded by thick 
bracken, many adders, bogs, sheep and wild goats.

In the middle of the burial ground are the remains 
of the medieval church of the parish of Killean and 
Torosay. Dedicated to St John, this church was once 
listed among the revenues of the Abbot of Iona, and 
first appears in documents in 1393 when a Papal 
Indulgence was granted to anyone visiting it and 
making donations. 

Killean disappears from the records sometime 
during the 17th century and is not often heard of 
again until the summer of 1973 when it was surveyed 
by field staff of the Royal Commission on the Ancient 
and Historical Monuments of Scotland, who were on 
Mull gathering informa-
tion for their magnificent 
Argyll inventories.

During their survey the 
commission located only 
part of a 600-year-old 
grave-slab, a decorative 
sandstone window-head 
and a headstone com-
memorating Charles 
MacLaine, tenant of Cal-
lachally who died in 1773. 

Some years ago, I vis-
ited Killean before the 
bracken appeared, and 
found a herd of sheep 
from the adjoining farm 
lying inside the walled enclosure. It was apparent 
that many of them had been sheltering there for some 
time and, in the process, had knocked over a number 
of modern headstones and exposed five additional 
flat stones as they scraped away the earth to lie on. By 
carefully brushing away months of manure and dead 
grass, I saw they were obviously very old. 

Measuring around five feet long by 17 inches wide 
and four inches thick, these stones belong to a distinc-
tive art style that flourished between the 14th and 16th 
centuries. Manufactured by craftsmen from ‘schools’ 
of carving started in Iona Abbey in the first half of 
the 14th century and continued in Kintyre, Loch Awe 
and elsewhere in Mid-Argyll, they show weapons, 
galleys, plant scrolls, caskets, mythical beasts, shears 
and combs, and are to be found scattered throughout 
the West Highlands and Islands. Those exposed by 
the Killean sheep all have these symbols, including 
one with two different types of hammers, a pinch (or 
chisel) and a pair of tongs (or pincers). This combina-

tion on the same slab is highly unusual and, from the 
tools, suggest that it was intended for a blacksmith or, 
more likely, an important armourer or sword-maker. 
Two others in the group are outstanding. 

One has a galley with two figures in it, a massive 
two-handed sword, a supernatural beast, a mirror, a 
casket and a pair of scissors.  It also contains a two-
line Latin inscription, the upper line of which reads: 
‘Hic Iacet’ (Here lies), but the lower, with the name 
of the person the stone was created for, has yet to be 
deciphered. 

Another, in four pieces, lies a few yards below and to 
the east of the ruined church. It is a massive seven-foot 
slab of green-chlorite. On one side is a warrior holding 
a spear and a sword within a small canopied niche in a 
style used by craftsman from the Loch Awe ‘school’. On 
the other, is a life-size effigy of a soldier in full armour 
with sword and buckle. His head rests on a tasselled 
cushion and his feet on an animal.

With regard to the Iona connection, there is a tradi-
tion, still current on Mull, about two priests hurrying 
from the island to Killean to fill a vacancy. The cleric 
who was in the lead stopped to refresh himself on a 
rock by a well near the summit of Glen More. While 
he was resting, the second priest came up behind, 
knifed him and threw his body in the well and went 
on to take the parish which was considered to be one 
of the richest on Mull. The place is still known in 
Gaelic as ‘An Tobar Leac an t-Sagairt’ (The Well of 
the Priest’s Stone).

About the time the church disappears from records, 
there was a resurgence of Roman Catholicism on 
Mull. In 1624 and 1625, two Franciscan missionaries, 
Cornelius Ward and Paul O’Neill, failed to convert 
the Protestant Hector Mor Maclean of Duart but suc-
ceeded with his brother Gillean and the MacLaines 
of Lochbuie. Perhaps they adapted the church for 
their form of worship which, in turn, made it a target 
of iconoclastic vandalism by those who demanded 
religious freedom for themselves but denied it to 
everyone else. We shall probably never know the 
truth, but one thing is certain from the condition of 
the stones and the broken architectural fragments 
scattered around the site: Killean was deliberately 
laid waste and systematically looted. 

Built on clan land, it is not unreasonable to assume 
the stones commemorate important Macleans.  
Historic Environment Scotland (HES) has now des-
ignated Killean a scheduled monument protecting 
it from any unauthorised disturbance. It, and other 
local stakeholders, are considering what can be done 
to preserve the site and the stones for the future. 

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

The stone at Killean 
commemorating Charles 
MacLaine of Callachally.

‘Old’ S6 students say farewell in style.

Killean graveyard.

Tragedy averted after 
man is found in water
AN UNUSUAL and 
potentially tragic scenario 
played out in Tobermory 
earlier this month.

A man was spotted sleep-
ing on the island’s RNLI 
boarding boat, which is 
situated approximately 25 
metres from the shore.

Upon waking up, he at-
tempted to start the engine 
but was hauled to shore by 
the lifeboat skipper after 

being found to be soaking 
wet.

The man was taken to the 
lifeboat station, where he 
received emergency care.

The skipper later discov-
ered a small boat on the 
beach filled with water, 
which, it is believed, the 
man used and capsized, 
falling into the water when 
tring to get onto the board-
ing boat.

Tobermory RNLI Skip-
per, David McHaffie, said: 
‘This incident could so 
easily have turned into a 
tragedy. Cold water is a real 
killer. People often don’t 
realise how cold our seas 
can be – even in summer 
months the sea temperature 
rarely exceeds 12 degrees, 
which is low enough to 
trigger cold-water shock. 

‘If you enter the water 

suddenly at that temper-
ature, you’ll start gasping 
uncontrollably, which can 
draw water into your lungs 
and cause drowning. 

‘The coldness also numbs 
you, leaving you helpless – 
unable to swim or shout for 
help. 

‘The RNLI is urging 
everyone but particularly 
men aged 18 to 40 to re-
spect the water.’

ARISAIG Archery has just 
started up in the village, 
next to the Arisaig Hotel. 

The new attraction offers 
archery sessions in an ex-
cellent setting, overlooking 
Loch nan Ceall.

Joey Baker, who is due 
to start his second year 
at St Andrews University 
reading International 
Relations and has a keen 
interest in outdoor sports, 
will be helping Mike King-
wood run the programme 
through the summer 
months.

Arisaig Archery officially 
launched at the Road to 

the Isles agricultural show 
on June 11, where the boys 
had a stall which proved 
very popular.

Joey, from Arisaig, said: 
‘At the moment most of the 
interest is from families.  

‘But there are also a lot 
of older people who have 
never tried archery before 
and are wanting to make 
the most of this new oppor-
tunity.’

Hour-long sessions are 
available between 10am and 
4pm. 

To book or for more 
information contact arisai-
garchery@gmail.com.

A PHOTOGRAPHER 
with Benbecula links has 
been invited to showcase 
his work at a prestigious 
exhibition in Edinburgh.
More than 50 national and 
international lensmen will 
take part in the two-week 
event – the Retina Scottish 
International Photographic 
Festival – which starts on 
June 24.

This includes port 
Glasgow-based, CJ Monk, 
whose father Fergus is from 
Creagorry.

CJ Monk said: ‘The Hebri-
des has provided inspiration 
and partly helped mould 
my photographic style. Ben-
becula is very special to me; 
it’s where my father grew up 
so I feel a strong emotional 
connection.

‘The Retina Scottish 
International Photographic 
Festival is a fantastic op-
portunity to share my work 
with a wider audience. I am 
delighted to be exhibiting 
alongside such high-profile 
international photogra-
phers.’

For more information or 
to view Mr Monk’s work, 
visit www.cjmonk.com.

DISPLAY: One of the many pictures that CJ Monk will showcase at his exhibition.

RURAL airports across 
the Highland and Islands 
have joined forces with the 
Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service (SFRS) to keep 
communities safe.

This will see fire fighters at 
Highland and Island Airport 

Limited (HIAL) airports 
across Barra, Islay and Tiree 
assisting SFRS crews in the 
event of an emergency. 

In turn, SFRS crews will 
be drafted in to support air-
port fire crews in the event 
of unforeseen circumstanc-

es or any major incidents at 
the HIAL airports.

A formal memorandum 
of understanding was 
signed and the news of the 
innovative partnership was 
announced at Inverness 
Airport last Wednesday. 

STAFF at Abbeyfield care 
home have been celebrating 
10 years of service.

Seven staff at the Bal-
lachulish home received 
awards at a ceremony last 
month, for more than 10 
years’ service, showing 

their level of commitment 
and dedication to this char-
ity-run care home.

As part of the staff devel-
opment at Abbeyfield, they 
have been working closely 
with the University of Stir-
ling and their Dementia Ser-

vices Development Centre.
Thirteen staff have com-
pleted the Best Practice in 
Dementia Care Learning 
Programme in 2016.

The awards, which were 
supported by local Coun-
cillor Thomas MacLennan, 

were presented by Trustees 
David Thompson and 
Elaine Lang.

Manager Wilma Allan 
said ‘The high standards 
at Abbeyfield could not 
happen without the hard 
work of our team.’

PUPILS at Tiree high 
school have donated hun-
dreds of books to a charity 
that supports a school in 
rural Kenya.

After implementing a new 
reading scheme last year, 
pupils in Tiree were left 
with an abundance of ‘old’ 
books that were taking up 
space. 

However, although they 
were no longer needed 
on the island, the pupils 
understood that the books 
were still of value.

After speaking to Free 
2 Be, a charity based in 
South Yorkshire that helps 
Khaoya School in Kenya, 
all that was left was to find 
transportation.

The pupils made an 
appeal on social media and 
were very grateful to Mr 
Adrian Pope, who offered 
his services.

The books will be added 
to a container filled with 
clothing, tools and other 
goods that will be shipped 
to Kenya later this month.

A NEW project exploring 
five distinct landscapes in 
Skye is set to take place on 
the island in September.

 The project, Land Line: 
Five Walks in Skye, has 
been specially commis-
sioned by ATLAS Arts in 
collaboration with Skye-
based artist Caroline Dear.

Land Line is a series of 
five walks over five days 

that will offer participants 
the chance to explore the 
local’s relationship with 
Skye’s unique environment.

Each walk will focus on 
a particular plant, and it’s 
connection to the setting.

Special guests Maoilios 
Campbell, Gaelic poet, and 
Professor Tim Ingold, have 
been invited to take part in 
the event.

 Commenting on the 
project, Caroline Dear 
said: ‘The locations we 
have selected are fascinat-
ing to me on a personal 
level and I think they will 
offer the starting point 
for many stimulating dis-
cussions about our under-
standing of the landscape 
and the plants within it.’

ATLAS Arts producer, 

Shona Cameron said: ‘Part 
of what we do at ATLAS 
is about celebrating the 
uniqueness of Skye and 
with this project we are 
combining Caroline’s local 
knowledge and creativity 
with really interesting 
guests to do just that.’ 

The walks which will take 
place from the September 
12-16, 2016 are open to all.

MASSED Pipes and 
Drums were playing in 
Portree square yesterday 
(Wednesday June 22).

The Isle of Skye Pipeband 
were joined on the parade 
by the Scotch College 
Melbourne Pipeband while 

on their Scotland Tour, and 
the Skye Youth Pipeband.

The massed bands, led by  
Drum Major Peter MacDon-
ald and Pipe Major Allan 
Mackenzie, played through 
the village and performed in 
Somerled Square last night.

FUN-FILLED reading 
and singing sessions were 
offered to children under 
five as part of a national 
partnership to help them 
engage with Gaelic.
Leugh ’s Seinn le Linda is 
organised by An Lòchran 
and the Gaelic Books 
Council providing new 
ways for youngsters to learn 
and enjoy the language.

Sessions took place in 
Fàs Mòr, the Gaelic Child 

Care Centre, Sleat Primary 
School, the Sgoil Araidh 
in Portree Primary School, 
Fort William and Inverness 
the sessions are led by the 
Gaelic Books Council’s 
Young Reading Ambassa-
dor and well-known singer 
and TV presenter Ms Linda 
MacLeod.

Ms Shona Masson, An 
Lòchran Arts and Culture 
Development Officer said: 
‘It has been fantastic to take 

Leugh ’s Seinn to schools, 
nurseries and community 
groups across the Highlands 
on our first tour. The chil-
dren have had lots of fun 
reading and singing in Gael-
ic, and we are very grateful 
to funders Bòrd na Gàidhlig 
and Tasgadh, as well as all 
the schools, community 
groups and Highland Coun-
cil’s Gaelic Team for helping 
us to arrange the Tour.’

Councillor Hamish 

Fraser, chairperson of the 
Highland Council’s Gaelic 
Implementation Group 
said: ‘It is important that 
young children have the 
opportunity to engage with 
Gaelic in fun and innova-
tive ways. This is an excel-
lent example of how this is 
being achieved, and I wish 
to thank the organisers of 
the event and hope that it 
can be rolled out to other 
areas in the Highlands.’

S6 PUPILS and staff from 
Ardnamurchan High had an 
evening celebration at the 
Lime Tree in Fort William 
to mark the S6 graduation.
The occasion was organ-
ised by head girl Sara 
Mackinnon.  

Head teacher Christopher 
Millar-Craig gave a speech, 

stating: ‘We are all very 
proud of your achievements 
throughout your time at 
Ardnamurchan High School. 
We wish you all the very best 
in your next steps in life’. 

The young people each 
received a commemorative  
Ardnamurchan High School 
leather bound folder.

Our services in and 
around Oban enable 
people to live happy 
and fulfilled lives in 
their own homes.
Dun Mor House, 

Albany Street, Oban

CARR GOMM IS A 
LEADING SCOTTISH 

SOCIAL CARE CHARITY

Scottish Charity: SC033491

 01631 562614  
 www.carrgomm.org  
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LOCHABER enjoyed success 
at the � rst Scottish Hospital-
ity Awards on June 13.

Inverlochy Castle won 
north Hotel of the Year and 
Mallaig’s Cornerstone Res-
taurant was named north 
Restaurant of the Year.

THE GREAT Glen Gig, a 
ceilidh and barn dance
organised by Lochaber Rural 
Education Trust, will take 
place in Ben Nevis Auction 
Mart on Saturday July 9.

For tickets and information 
contact Caol community 
centre on 01397 700800.

SPEAN Bridge Primary School 
pupils have won a John Muir 
Discovery award.

The P6/7 class has been 
working towards the environ-
mental award – which helps 
people connect with nature 
and wild places – all term. 

John Muir award 
for Spean pupils

Success for hotel 
and restaurant

Island victim’s 
body � own home

Ceilidh and barn 
dance date 

THE BODY of 21-year-old Aus-
tralian Madison Rice, who died 
after being hit by a car on Skye, 
has been repatriated.

Miss Rice had been working 
in the Kinloch Lodge Hotel. 
Her body was returned to Aus-
tralia yesterday (Wednesday 
June 22), with her funeral due 
to take place in Queensland 
tomorrow (Friday June 24). 

PUPILS from Lochyside 
RC Primary School Nursery 
enjoyed a trip to Corrour on 
Friday June 17.

Nineteen children, accom-
panied by staff and parents, 
travelled by train from Fort 
William to Corrour, the 
UK’s highest mainline rail-
way station.

They had a 30-minute walk 
down to Loch Ossian where 
they tucked into a picnic 
lunch and played at the 
water’s edge.

They then walked back to 
the station restaurant where 
the pupils were treated to a 
share of a birthday cake for 
one of the youngsters.

Lochyside head teacher 
Violet Smith told The Oban 
Times the children had been 
doing a topic on ‘People who 
help us’ and had previously 
been invited to see a sleeper 
train by driver John Hynd, 
which is why they had want-
ed to go on a train journey 
for their end of term trip.

Ms Smith said: ‘The chil-
dren loved the journey. They 
looked out at the hills and 
the lochs and the wildlife, 
and the staff at the cafe 
couldn’t have been more 
welcoming.’

She added: ‘It was a perfect 
day out. Everyone had a 
wonderful, wonderful time.’

Court defers sentence on benefi t 
cheat to allow cheque to clear

Nursery youngsters 
on track for perfect 
end of term trip

COURT REPORTER
fort@obantimes.co.uk

A BENEFIT cheat who falsely 
claimed almost £25,000 could 
be sent to jail, despite finally 
making attempts to repay the 
money.

Pensioner Charles Wright, 
of Larch Cottage, Monument 
Park, Strontian, admitted at 
Fort William Sheriff Court 
to giving false information to 
the Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) in March 
2008. Charles Wright.

The 73-year-old claimed he 
had only £4,000 of savings 
and owned no other prop-
erties.  This allowed him to 
fraudulently claim benefits 
of £24,340.52 between 
March 2008 and June 2012.
It later transpired the busi-
nessman owned multiple 
properties in Fort William.  

He also had capital which 
had not been disclosed in 
the application for pension 
credit, namely a bank account 
holding more than £9,000 and 
a further bank account which 
had in excess of £16,000.

In March of 2016, Mr Wright, 
who has been described as 
having a cavalier approach to 
his finances, was given three 
months to sell a house to cover 
the costs. At that time the 
court heard Wright would sell 
a semi-detached house at Caol 
which he had previously gifted 
to his daughter.

Mr Wright appeared in Fort 
William Sheriff Court on 
Tuesday where defence lawyer 
Hamish Melrose explained to 
Sheriff Eric Brown that the case 
was one with quite a history.  

He then confirmed £6,000 

had already been repaid 
and revealed Mr Wright had 
brought a cheque for just 
over £16,000 to make up the 
balance.

Mr Melrose asked for 
sentence to be deferred for a 
short period of time to ensure 
the sum had been paid to the 
DWP and for the court to 
agree on punishment there-
after. 

Sheriff Brown said: ‘I defer 
for four weeks until July 19 to 
allow the cheque to clear in 
restitution.’

The sheriff also added that 

only on confirmation of the 
repayment would an appro-
priate decision be made with 
regard to sentencing.

Mr Wright initially pleaded 
not guilty to the charges before 
changing his plea in June 2015. 
He has been warned a jail sen-
tence will not be ruled out.

Sheriff Richard Davidson, 
who presided over the case at a 
previous hearing, said last year: 
‘If you hadn’t abused the system 
you would not have received this 
money.  There is no other word 
to describe this than fraud. I 
can’t rule out imprisonment.’
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AN ARTIST from Argentina 
is planning to present the Clan 
MacDougall with a painting he 
did of Dunollie Castle.

Mario Alejandro Mac Dou-
gall, who traces his ancestry 
back to 1825 in Oban, is proud 
of his West Highland roots 
and has visited the Oban area 
twice.

Now Mario is keen to make 
another return to the town to 
present his artwork to the clan 
which gave him his surname.

Mario contacted The 
Oban Times to explain his 
idea and said: ‘In 1825 my 
great-great-grandfather Hugh 
MacDougall, with his wife 
Janet Douglas and his children 
James, Christina, Catherine, 
Janet and Mary, left Oban 
to travel to the River Plate 
in South America, which we 
know today as Argentina. I am 
one of their descendants.

‘I don’t know why they left 
Scotland. In that time my coun-
try was a land of opportunities 
and Hugh was a farmer who 

ended up with a lot of land. He 
eventually had 23 children with 
two wives.

‘I have visited Oban on two 
occasions and wanted to see 

the MacDougall castles at 
Dunollie, Gylen on Kerrera 
and elsewhere.

‘When I was young I painted 
frequently but my occupation 

prevented this activity for a 
long time. Then, 30 years later, 
I started to paint again and 
did two oil paintings. One of 
them was inspired by Dunollie 
Castle and other Gylen Castle.

‘The next time I visit Oban, I 
will take the Dunollie painting 
with me as a present to the 
Clan MacDougall.’

Exactly when that will be 
remains uncertain as Mario is 
unsure of his travel plans. 

He added: ‘I would like to go 
to Oban with my family but it is 
more expensive for us as I have 
three children – Alen Maria, 
26, Alwina Maria, 24, and Ian 
Ramsay, 22.

‘I am considering the possi-
bility of visiting Edinburgh this 
year, but I have not thought of 
visiting Oban because it is not 
within my budget.

‘I don’t know if I have any 
relatives in Oban but in the 
cemetery of the isle of Seil is 
the tomb of Mary MacDougall, 
Hugh’s mother.’

If anyone knows of relatives 
who would like to contact 
Mario, email details to 
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk.

THE Oban lifeboat  held a hugely 
successful open day at the 
weekend and raised more than 
£4,000.

The event on Saturday fea-
tured fast trips around Oban 
Bay, courtesy of Seafari’s RIB, 
which were sold out, as were 
the burgers and ra�  e tickets 
on o� er and Merlin trike rides. 
The RNLI also thanked local 
business for their support.

The day, at Oban Lifeboat 
Station on the South Pier, 
also provided the public with 
a chance to step aboard the 
lifeboat and meet the crew. 

And special guest on the day 
was the RNLI’s youth mascot, 
Stormy Stan, the lifeboat man.

Boatload 
of fun 

Happy passengers head o�  in the Seafari super RIB.

Feeding crew and visitors were D M Matheson and Karen Scott.

Paul and Lynn Reynolds take their granddaughter Persephone 
Crooks for a trike ride round Oban Lifeboat.A highlight was a Coastguard helicopter winching crewman Harry McMaster from the deck.

Billy Forteith, Mike Robertson and Richard Home accept a cheque from Peigi Robertson in her dual capacity representing MacQueen 
Brothers Charitable Trust. 

Offer to put Oban 
clan in the pictures
MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Mario Alejandro Mac Dougall at the grave of one of his ancestors 
on the isle of Seil and his paintings of Dunollie and Gylen castles.

Charlotte, mum Kirsty and dad Adrian after receiving her award.

A LOCHNELL Primary pupil has won the Rotary International 
Young Photographer of the Year Competition in the junior catego-
ry for 2016.

Charlotte Jackson-Stark, 10, beat off competition from hundreds 
of youngsters across Great Britain and Ireland to achieve her succes 
in the national final, having first won through at local, district and 
regional levels. 

Charlotte, who was sponsored by Oban Rotary Club, said: ‘I have 
loved photography since I was three years old. My passion grew 
when I went to America on holiday where I always took the camera 
and took my own pictures, and it was great. 

‘I was nine when I entered a local horticultural show and I got 
prizes for the pictures I submitted.

‘My school told me about this Rotary competition and I was 
excited to take part and went round taking lots of pictures. I was 
very shocked, amazed and extremely pleased to hear that I had won 
Rotary’s competition. It was a good thing to happen to me this week 
as my dad was having an operation and it cheered me up.’

Charlotte’s winning photograph, one of three submitted by her, 
was a waterfall scene at Glen Creran.

Charlotte snaps up a 
national Rotary prize

Marine 
wildlife 
centre is 
now open
A NEW marine wildlife visitor 
centre has been opened in 
Tober mory.

Run on the Isle of Mull by 
conservation charity Hebrid-
ean Whale and Dolphin Trust 
(HWDT), the centre’s remit 
is to strengthen conservation 
action for whales, dolphins and 
porpoises, and to develop the 
appeal of the Hebrides as a 
wildlife tourism hotspot.

The Hebridean Whale and 
Dolphin Centre on Tobermory’s 
harbour front was formally 
opened this month and will be 
a learning, training and volun-
teering hub, as well as providing 
a major attraction for visitors, 
including families and children.

The building’s transformation 
has been funded as part of a 
grant of almost £220,000 from 
the UK government’s Coastal 
Communities Fund. The fully 
renovated and extended centre 
features information on sight-
ings of cetaceans – the collective 
name for whales, dolphins and 
porpoises – interactive exhibi-
tions, displays and a gift shop.

‘Our new centre aims to put 
Mull and the Hebrides even 
more firmly on the map as a 
key destination to enjoy and 
discover world-class marine 
biodiversity, which, in turn, will 
boost conservation and could 
bring significant economic and 
social benefits to the region,’ 
said Alison Lomax, a director of 
HWDT.

The centre was launched with 
a celebratory event attended by 
dozens of guests from across 

the UK. The trust’s previous 
shop and visitor centre attracted 
26,000 people in 2015 – a figure 
that the HWDT hopes will rise 
significantly.

With local water being among 
Europe’s most important 
cetacean habitats, the charity 
believes developing sustainable 
marine wildlife eco-tourism 
is a major opportunity, as 
demonstrated by the benefits of 
white-tailed eagles to the local 
economies of Mull and Skye.

So far, 24 of the world’s estimat-
ed 92 cetacean species have been 
recorded in the region, and new 
discoveries about these popula-
tions are regularly discovered.

The Coastal Communities 
Fund has also enabled the trust 
to carry out an innovative Sea 
Change project across the Heb-
rides over the past two years, to 
strengthen people’s connections 
to the sea in remote island com-
munities. Sea Change has been 
carried out on Mull, Coll and 
Tiree, Islay and Jura, Colonsay, 
Barra, Eigg, Muck, Rum, Can-
na, Mallaig and Arisaig, North 
and South Uist, Harris, Lewis, 
Gairloch and Skye.

Volunteers are being recruited 
for the trust’s 2016 expeditions 
onboard research vessel Silurian. 
For details, email volunteer
coordinator@hwdt.org, call 01688 
302620 or visit www.hwdt.org.

Left to right are Alison Lomax, 
a director of the Hebridean 

Whale and Dolphin Trust, and  
volunteers Lynsey Bland and 

Sam Udale-Smith.

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com
Official magazine of the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs
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WESTERN Isles council has 
con� rmed the � rst Syrian 
refugees will be arriving in 
the Hebrides this summer.

Current plans will see two 
related families housed in 
Stornoway. Comhairle lead-
er Angus Campbell said: ‘I 
am con� dent as a communi-
ty we will be welcoming and 
compassionate.’

LOCHABER Housing Associ-
ation (LHA) and Argyll Com-
munity Housing Association 
(ACHA) have established a Your 
Voice group.

This will ensure tenants 
are involved with and can 
in� uence decision-making 
about association policies, rent 
increases, maintenance and 
repairs.

The importance of tenant 
participation was highlighted 
during a recent forum at the 
LHA’s Fort William o�  ce when-
representatives from ACHA 
and City of Aberdeen Council 
joined forces with Lochaber 
residents and LHA sta�  to 
share best practice.

David MacLaren, LHA hous-
ing o�  cer, said: ‘The day was 
a success with tenants feeling 
informed.’

MONITORING by Food Stand-
ards Scotland has identi� ed 
raised levels of shell� sh toxins 
in the Kyles of Eriskay.

Eating shell� sh from these 
areas may pose a risk to human 
health. Commercial shell� sh 
harvesters in the area have 
been contacted by Western 
Isles Council and steps taken 
to postpone harvesting until 
algae levels subside.

TIMESLINE
New group gives 
tenants a voice

Refugees bound 
for Stornoway

Shell� sh toxin 
warning issued 

A NUN is preparing to return 
to her homeland after spend-
ing three years in Lochaber.

Sister June, originally from 
New Zealand, has served at 
St John’s Parish in Caol since 
2013 and says she has many 
cherished memories and has 
found it enriching to work 
with different people and 
learn about different cultures.

‘I have very much enjoyed 
my time here,’ she said. ‘I 
don’t think it’s fair to make 
a comparison between Fort 
William and New Zealand.  
The people and the cultures 

are very different. I have 
been to places in Scotland 
which have reminded me of 
New Zealand, geographically 
there are similarities, but with 
the people and the way of life 
you have to take each place as 
it is and enjoy what it has to 
offer.’

She added: ‘My main role 
has been accompanying 
tourists or people who are on 
pilgrimage.  Mary MacKillop 
started our order and her 
people are from the area so 
lots of people come here and 
Roy Bridge because of her.’

Sister June leaves Caol on 
July 1 but is looking forward 
to catching up with family in 
the UK before returning to 
New Zealand on August 9.

‘I will go back with lots of 
fond memories about the peo-
ple I have met and the friends 
I have made here.

Father Roddy McAuley 
said: ‘Sister June has been 
involved in a great deal of 
things in the three years she 
has been here. 

‘We gave her a special Scot-
tish necklace as a gift for all 
she has done.’

LOCHABER High School’s 
wind bands staged their 
summer concert on Thursday 
June 15.

The students performed 
a variety of music across a 
range of genres.

The junior wind band, con-
ducted by Karen Thompson, 
opened the concert with a 
selection of music, from tradi-
tional Scottish tunes through 
to a piece about aliens featur-
ing creative percussion.

The Big Band performed 
jazz and swing numbers, 
including Mambo No. 5 and 
a jazz version of My Favourite 
Things from The Sound of 
Music.

Finally, the senior wind 
band, which earlier this year 
retained its Gold Plus Award 
for the third year running, 
performed a selection of 
tunes, including some from 
the soundtrack of the Disney 
Pixar film The Incredibles and 
a piece entitled Shipwrecked, 
which again featured creative 
percussion.

The Big Band and senior 
band were both conducted by 
Mark Reynolds.

Head teacher Jim Suther-
land said: ‘The young people 
who play in our wind bands 
are great ambassadors for the 
school and an excellent exam-
ple to other pupils. They rep-
resent us so well at different 
events from Remembrance 
weekend to school concerts 
and, of course, national 
competitions. I was delighted 
when our senior wind band 
won a third Gold Plus award 
at the Scottish Concert Band 
Festival in Perth earlier this 
year; a fitting tribute to the 
instructors Mark Reynolds 
and Karen Thomson who 
work hard to provide first 
class musical opportunities.’

IT’S the end of an era for a 
family business after 140 years 
of service. 

KK Cameron, or KK’s as 
it’s often referred to, was 
established in 1874 by Walter 
Cameron. 

Originally a bakers, the 
business has changed focus 
and premises over the years, 
most recently operating in 
Caol under the watchful eye of 
Kenneth (Kim) Cameron. 

Now, after 50 years at the 
helm, Kim who is Walter’s 
great grandson, has decided to 
sell up shop, working his last 
shift on Monday. 

As Mr Cameron approached 
the deadline, he told The Oban 
Times he believes it is the abil-
ity to change with the times 
which helped the family stay 
in business so long. He added: 
‘I suppose KK’s will mean a 

FORT WILLIAM is gearing up to 
welcome hundreds of tourists, with the 
opening of the town’s new pontoons.

The first cruise liner will arrive in 
September, bringing 880 passengers to 
the town, and another six are booked in 
for next year.

The two floating pontoons were in-
stalled earlier this year, close to the West 
End car park. The development, which 
cost around £185,000, began following 
difficulties bringing passengers in from 
a cruise liner moored in Loch Linnhe.

It is hoped the project, led by Fort Wil-
liam Marina and Shoreline Company 
(FWMSC), will attract more cruisers 
and leisure crafts to the area.   

FWMSC secretary Sarah Kennedy 
said: ‘We are delighted to announce the 

Fort William pontoons are available 
for the public to use. We have one cruise 
ship scheduled in 2016 and six for next 
year and the pontoons will be solely 
for the cruise ships use on these dates. 
We are liaising with Highland Council, 
Lochaber Chamber of Commerce, Fort 
William Town Team and Lochaber 
College to ensure the welcome we give 
to these cruise ship guests is the best.’

Representatives from each of the part-
ners are visiting Invergordon on Sunday 
June 26 to see how they welcome and 
manage visitors. 

Sue Keen, Fort William Town Team 
secretary, told The Oban Times: ‘There is 
still a lot of planning to do with regards 
welcoming the visitors in September, 
but we want to give information to 

passengers about what there is to do in 
the area. The team has been working 
on a Fort William heritage trail. This 
will give them a purpose when walking 
about town.’

FWMSC said the next phase is to in-
stall a 15-metre shelter and notice board 
in the West End Car Park: ‘We hope the 
pontoons will be well used by locals and 
marine tourists.’

Mrs Kennedy said there will be a grand 
opening next month: ‘We hope to carry 
this out in July/August to make the most 
of the summer visitors and promote the 
pontoons.’

Mrs Kennedy is encouraging any 
groups that want to help support the 
visitors welcome to contact her on 07768 
805040. 

Kim Cameron outside the store in Caol as he retires after 50 years 
at the helm.  Photograph  by Anthony MacMillan Photography. 

End of an era as head of 
family fi rm KK’s retires

as a driver at the age of 17. He 
helped out with the delivery 
van which was also known 
as the High School Tuck 
Shop.  In 1986 the premises in 
Caol was purchased but he re-
members some other dramatic 
changes. 

He said: ‘The introduction 
of scanning was a big thing 
and during the 1970s there 
were shortages sometimes. 
It’s a very different operation 
nowadays.’

The shop in Caol will remain 
open having been bought by 
the owners of RS McColl. 

Many of the current staff 
also plan to continue working 
there, but Kim is looking 
forward to seeing more of the 
world. 

The father of four said: ‘My 
sons are all doing very well. 
They got jobs outside the 
family business and I couldn’t 
be happier for them. 

‘The first grandchild has 

been born now so I plan to 
spend a month in the US 
visiting. I’ll be joining my 
wife out there – we would 
have travelled together but we 
weren’t expecting the shop to 
sell so quickly.’

Mr Cameron added: ‘I’m a 
firm believer that the ‘West is 
best’ but after this trip I look 
forward to travelling more 
around Scotland and dong all 
things I didn’t really have time 
for before.’

The Cameron family is 
also looking to gather items 
of memorabilia related to 
the shops and business.  To  
contribute, email your picture 
or story to kk.cameron@
orange.net. Alternatively, 
drop it into one of the KK 
memory boxes around Loch-
aber, including in the former 
shop in Caol, West Highland 
Museum, Fort William 
Library, The Granite House 
and Ben Nevis Book Library.

lot of things to a lot of people. 
I’m not sure where the original 
shop was, but 141 High Street 
is where many people will 
remember us from. That shop 
was a bakers and grocer. In 

1953 it turned into a restau-
rant and in 1984 it was a coffee 
shop. It sort of transformed 
with the trends of that era.’ 

In 1966 Kim started helping 
his father out with the business 

LOCHABER could get 
UNESCO geopark status 
following a visit by two 
assessors at the weekend.

Professor Zhang Jianping 
from Beijing University 
and Dr Babbis Fassoulas 
from the Natural History 
Museum in Heraklion, 
Crete, were evaluating 
Lochaber Geopark’s 
suitability to become a 
member of the UNESCO 
Global Geopark Network 
on Saturday June 18 and 
Sunday June 19.

A geopark is an area 
which contains a large 
number of geological sites 
of particular importance 
in terms of their scientific 
quality, rarity, aesthetic 
appeal and/or educational 
value, which brings 
benefits to communities 
and businesses through 
tourism and educational 
initiatives.

Becoming part of the 
UNESCO brand would 
be a huge accolade for 
Lochaber. Geopark status 
would enhance the area’s 
reputation as a high qual-
ity destination to visitors 
from around the globe, 
not only for its geology but 
also its cultural heritage.

The weekend began on 
Friday June 17 when the 
visitors were welcomed at 
a reception in the newly 
refurbished geopark visi-
tor centre. On Sunday Jim 
Blair, chairman of the Lo-
chaber geopark, unveiled 
the geopark’s newest 

interpretation panel and 
viewpoint in Kentallen.

Lochaber has a rich geo-
logical heritage going back 
to Charles Darwin visiting 
the Parallel Roads in Glen 
Roy in 1838, so the group 
headed off to Roy Bridge 
on Sunday to show their 
guests the area and visit 
the Darwin’s Rest Coffee 
Shop.

Later, the visitors were 
taken on a boat trip from 
Fort William to Glencoe.

Mr Blair told The Oban 
Times: ‘Councillor Thom-
as MacLennan waved us 
off on our boat trip and 
the visitors were lucky 
enough to be some of the 
first people to use the new 
pontoons in town.

‘The boat was very fast, 
and I have never seen 
anyone smile as much as 
they did when we were 
travelling to Glencoe.’

Professor Jianping and 
Dr Fassoulas also saw 
some of Lochaber’s wild-
life, stopping off at the 
Black Rock, on the way to 
Glencoe, to see seals. 

Mr Blair said: ‘We did 
as well as we could have 
hoped. Now we just have 
to hope we get the acco-
lade. We won’t find out if 
we have received the status 
until April next year.’ 

If successful, Lochaber 
Geopark will join two 
other Scottish UNESCO 
geoparks – North West 
Highland Geopark and 
Shetland Geopark.

Left to right: Councillor Thomas MacLennan,  Professor Zhang 
Jianping, Dr Babbis Fassoulas and Lochaber Geopark chairman 

Jim Blair at the geopark shop in Fort William High Street.  
Photograph: Albrightside Photography

The new interpretation and viewpoint at Kentallen is unveiled 
by geopark chairman Jim Blair, centre, with UNESCO assessors, 

Dr Babbis Fassoulas from the Natural History Museum, Heraklion 
Crete, left, and Professor Zhang Jianping from Beijing University, 

China.  Photograph: Albrightside Photography

Geopark assessors visit Lochaber

New Fort William pontoons open

Sister June receives her gift from Father Roddy McAuley from the 
parish of St John’s, Caol.  Photograph by Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Caol bids farewell to Sister June

Wind bands 
on form at 
summer 
concert
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Days gone by – Oban High protest
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

Emergency services 
saved our wee girl
Sir,
On Friday June 17, our daughter 
choked on artificial snow. 

We had bought this before Christ-
mas, thinking it would be fun. It is 
a fine powder, that, when in contact 
with moisture, expands to 100 times 
its original size. 

We never used it and forgot about it. 
Our daughter found it. We presume 
she may have thought it was some 
kind of sweet or sherbet and she 
poured it into her mouth. Most of it 
went into her stomach but what was in 
her throat expanded and completely 
obstructed her airway.

What happened next will stay with 
us for the rest of our lives. Our son 
saw his sister first and shouted for us. 
When we saw our daughter, the panic 
she had on her face struck total and 
utter fear into us.

My husband frantically tried to get 
her to cough it up as I phoned an 
ambulance. After speaking to ambu-
lance control, we had to do CPR on 
our own daughter. 

Two people from outside, who hap-
pened to be trained first responders, 
heard our screams and came into our 
house and took over until the para-
medics arrived.

The two-person team who arrived 
were without doubt the most out-
standing people we have ever come 
across. 

They did as they were trained to do, 
we know that, but we are sure that had 
they not taken the actions they did, 
had they not carried them out in the 
order they did and had they not made 
the split-second decisions they did, 
then we would not now be back home 
as a family with our daughter healthy 
and back to herself.

The paramedics were Amy and Will. 
I am sorry I have not had the chance 
to find out your surnames. 

Will, who does not normally work 
in this area but was here providing 
cover, led the entire situation. He 
worked and worked and didn’t give up 
or stop for a second and all the time 
he managed to talk to us about what 
he was doing, what was happening 
and talk to our daughter too, telling 
her to hang on.

When they arrived she had com-
pletely stopped breathing and to us 
was lifeless. It is hard to think about 
the time frame, but it seemed like a 
long time that they were working on 
her. It all happened on her bedroom 
floor.

The image will stay in our minds for 
a very long time, but so will the mem-
ory of this man and woman, fighting 
to save her life.

On arrival at Oban hospital, there 
was a room full of people were wait-
ing for her. 

We didn’t have to wait for anyone, 
even the anaesthetist who had been 
called in from annual leave, was there. 

We knew that the helicopter re-
trieval team were on their way for 
her. Edwina and Tim in A&E were 
wonderful, to say the least, Edwina 
continually updating us to what was 
going on as we waited in a room for 

what seemed like the longest time. 
Thankfully, and that word doesn’t do 
justice to our feelings, our little girl 
responded so well that she did not 
need to be transferred out. We got to 
go and see her and, after one night 
in the ward, we were able to take her 
home.

The ward staff overnight and again 
the next day were wonderful, taking 
time to chat to us and to our girl. 
They offered tea and comfort and 
all the things that they do every day 
in their job mean the world when you 
are on the other side. Kirsteen, the 
nurse with lovely shoes, a fantastic 
laugh and full of kindness, is worth 
her weight in gold.

We are sorry that we have forgotten 
some names but our heartfelt thanks 
to all, Brian, the porter, the domestic 
staff, the auxiliary staff, Tim and 
Edwina, all the nursing staff, the 
medical staff, Gilly the ANP, Dr 
Fiona Johnson, Dr Houston, the doc-
tor called Hanna who was in A&E, 
the male doctor who came in to see us 
in the ward that evening – you made 
us smile.

Ultimately, in a time when the NHS 
comes in for a lot of criticism, we want 
to shout loud that we had absolutely 
outstanding care when we needed it 
desperately. They were fast, accurate, 
and truly outstanding.

We have two heroes now. Our very 
brave son of nine, who alerted us at 
the beginning and watched the whole 
scene, and Will, the paramedic. 

Without both of you, the outcome 
would have been so awfully different.

Will, we absolutely believe you were 
the difference in the outcome. 

Without your actions, we would be 
in very different place today and we 
will be grateful and thankful to you 
for the rest of our days.

The words thank you and grateful 
don’t seem enough to express our 
gratitude. Thank you all once again.

Mark and Jan Roberts,
Corran Esplanade, Oban.

Campervans are a 
plague on Mull
Sir,
We have visited Mull at least twice a 
year for more than 30 years and have 
always appreciated a cheery wave 
from fellow road users when we all 
drive appropriately. 

Manners did seem to have declined 
a bit in the past couple of years but 
on our latest visit they were virtually 
non-existent. 

RET seems to have served solely to 
encourage a proliferation of camper-
vans which trundle happily along the 
single-track roads, oblivious to other 
road users. 

The vast majority and, to be fair, 
an awful lot of other tourist vehicles 
won’t pull into a passing place to 
allow overtaking and will flatly refuse 
to reverse even a matter of feet for on-
coming vehicles. Instead you are left 
to reverse some distance up the road 
only to be glared at for impeding their 
progress. And don’t get me started on 
the cyclists.

At least when we come to Mull we 

pay for accommodation and spend 
money in local shops and restaurants. 
I suspect the only contribution many 
campervan tourists make to the local 
economy is to add to the degradation 
of the roads.

Surely it is within the bounds of pos-
sibility to make RET only available 
to island residents? We come to Mull 
partly for the peace and quiet and that 
is sadly disappearing. 

We would be more than willing to 
pay the higher ferry fare to restore 
some equilibrium to the island’s 
roads. 

Also, I have some vague memory 
that CalMac used to hand out leaflets 
about driving on single-track roads 
and, again, it would not involve rocket 
science to distribute some informa-
tion when people collect their tickets.

George Burns,
Wheatfi eld, Leyland, Lancashire.

Orwell Society thanks 
to everyone on Jura
Sir,
On behalf of the Orwell Society, I 
would like to thank all those on the 
Island of Jura who made the members 
so welcome. From Venture West, the 
Jura passenger ferry, the Jura Hotel 
and the Antlers Restaurant, thank 
you for your patience and good hu-
mour. A big thank you to the Fletch-
ers, who made our visit to Barnhill so 
memorable. 

Richard Blair,
Long Itchington, Southam.

Working for the 
people of Argyll
Sir,
I wish Breege Smyth every success 
with her project to offer a platform to 
community councils. 

I think greater participation by the 
public in decision-making, arising 
from this and other initiatives coming 
about through community empower-
ment, is to be encouraged. 

I welcome ideas on how we can de-
liver services in a more effective and 
responsive manner. I look forward to 
engaging with groups wanting to be 
part of this.

As an independent councillor, I had 
to choose which group, if any, to join 
on the council. I did not become a 
councillor to stand on the sidelines, 
watching while others plan the future 
of our area. 

Budgets are never going to be easy 
but I would rather be part of the coun-
cil administration able to contribute 
my ideas and those I have received 
from the public.

I hope to be able to work with all of 
our elected representatives regardless 
of political affiliation and with our 
communities. It is only through such 
cooperation that we can all achieve 
the best for our area. I would be 
delighted to talk about any issues by 
email at kierongreen@yahoo.com or 
by phone on 01631 562 444.

Councillor Kieron Green,
Combie Street, Oban.

Students at Oban High staged a protest back in June 1995 demanding a return to wearing the school uniform. The 
rebellious pupils donned their white shirts with gold and black ties to reinforce their point. Louise Clark, then a 
16-year-old � fth-year student, said at the time: ‘We were fed-up wearing the same clothes during the week as at 

weekends.’ And Lorna MacLeod, also 16, added: ‘It’s an attempt to stop bullying. If some people are not wearing the 
“right clothes”, they get picked on. Now everyone is the same.’ Rector Brian Mitchell commented: ‘I’m very impressed 

and delighted that pupils have decided to start wearing the uniform again.’

West End Festival 
is in full � ight
GLASGOW’S annual West End 
Festival has been a great success this 
year – with a fantastic West Highland 
representation. 

On Saturday June 18, the Kelv-
ingrove bandstand was filled with 
the sounds of Gaelic Choirs who all 
collaborated for a number of songs 
as part of a concert called VOICE@
KelvingroveBandstand. 

The bandstand is a prominent venue 
in the city, an open-air amphitheatre  
just off the Kelvin Walkway in the 
heart of Kelvingrove Park, so to have 
Gaelic airs and puirt a beul soaring 
out from the stage can only have 
been a great thing for the promotion 
of the Gaelic language and music in 
Glasgow. Well done to all involved.

That same night, Gaelic ‘super 
group’ Daimh were playing alongside 
music and drama students of the 
Glasgow Gaelic School in the CCA 
in an evening put on by Ceol ’s Craic 
and An Lochran. I was sorry to have 
been away from Glasgow on Saturday 
because both sound like they were 
really good events.

Stunning success 
for Seeker Reaper
KENNETH THOMSON’S setting of 
George Campbell Hay’s Seeker Reap-
er, a performance I have previewed in 
recent weeks, was a very memorable 

evening for 
all involved. 

It was a 
huge hon-
our for me 
to be the 
soloist for 
this world 
p r e m i e r e 
and to 
p e r f o r m 
alongside a 
very strong 
GG choir 
and Andrew 

Dunlop, pictured, whose piano ac-
companiment I can only describe as 
absolutely ingenious. 

In the lead up to the performance, 

there was a real sense of camaraderie 
among the performers. 

There was one particularly complex 
and fast song that I was struggling to 
get right in rehearsals. When I got 
through the piece on the night, my-
self, Andrew and Kenneth (who was 
conducting) shared a smile of relief 
and I could feel the choir’s relief be-
hind me that I had somehow managed 
to batter through it.

 There was just a really warm 
atmosphere in the church as the 
piece progressed. Michel Byrne also 
enlightened us all with an insightful, 
historical introduction to the poetry 
of George Campbell Hay, which set 
the tone perfectly for the performance 
of the piece. 

From the moment I sat down to learn 
the music a number of weeks ago, I 
felt sure that Kenneth’s Seeker Reaper 
had a future beyond this performance 
at the West End Festival. 

Judging by the comments afterwards 
from the audience and performers 
alike, that would seem to be the case. 
I sincerely hope this is not the last we 
hear of this wonderful composition.

Stirling Gaelic Choir 
holds summer ceilidh
COISIR Ghàidhlig Shruighlea are 
getting ready for their summer family 
cèilidh dance with the Riverside Cèi-
lidh Band. 

Details are on the poster published 

here and it looks like it is going to be 
a cracker.

Pub scene
Park Bar. 
Friday June 24: Gunna Sound.
Saturday June 25: Scott Harvey.
Sunday June 26: Trail West.
Islay Inn.
Friday June 24: Parting Glass.
Saturday June 25: Auld Skool.
Wednesday June 29: Quiz Night.

SIN MÒD IONADAIL INBHIR NIS 
seachad airson bliadhna eile, agus tha 
mi air leth toilichte aithris gun robh e 
soirbheachail. 

Bha àireamh nam farpaiseach ann 
am Mòd na cloinne misneachail àrd 
a-rithist agus theagamh fiù ‘s nas 
cudromaiche buileach bha britheam-
han sa mhòr-chuid a’ moladh ìre a’ 
chànain a bha iad a’ cluinntinn. 

Mar a bha mi ag ràdh air an t-seach-
dain seo chaidh, tha dùbhlan aig 
mòran den luchd-ionnsachaidh leis 
nach eil cothrom bogaidh aca ann 
an coimhearsnachdan Gàidhlig, 
agus gu dearbh tha e draghail 
cluinntinn gum bheil cleachdadh na 
Gàidhlig a’ lagachadh mar chànan 
làitheil coimhearsnachd fiù ‘s ann an 
sgìrean sam bheil i meadhanach làidir 
fhathast. 

Cha robh na faclan “cleachd i neo 
caill i ” riamh cho fìor saoilidh mi! 

Ach abair gum bheil oidhirp ga 
dhèanamh le cloinn ann an sgoiltean 
feadh na dùthcha, agus ged a tha 
toradh an t-sìl cànain sin ri fhaicinn 
‘s ri chluinntinn aig leithid na Mòdan 
ionadail, tha feum air taic leasa-
chaidh a neartachadh agus tha feum 
gu sònraichte aig an fheadhainn a tha 

ag ionnsachadh air taic luchd-labhairt 
na Gàidhlig.

Mar a bhios fios aig mòran agaibh 
tha farpaisean còmhraidh air a bhith 
mar phàirt de Mhòdan fad iomadh 
bliadhna ach ri linn ‘s mar a tha coim-
hearsnachdan Gàidhlig air crìonadh 
agus uimhir den luchd-ionnsachaidh 
cho fada air falbh bhuapa, tha na 
cothroman còmhraidh seo a sìor 
fhàs nas cudromaiche aig, agus taobh 
a-mach Mhòdan. 

Saoilidh mi gum feumar sealltainn 
air ciamar a ghabhas dèiligeadh nas 
sgiobalta ri àireamhan a tha a’ fàs air 
leth mòr gus dèanamh cinnteach gum 
bi na tachartasan sin tlachdmhor agus 
tarraingeach dhan chloinn.

Chan eil sinn dol a ghleidheadh 
an amais sin ma tha clann nan 
suidhe còrr air dà uair a thìde a’ 
feitheamh ri còmhradh fad trì neo 
ceithir a mhionaidean fhaotainn le 
britheamh.

 Le aithne bhuidhnean-leasachaidh 
air luach nan còmhraidhean sin agus 
am brosnachadh a tha luchd-ionnsa-
chaidh a’ faotainn mun coinneimh, 
saoilidh mi gun gabhadh adhartas 
buannachdail a dhèanamh.

Mun àm a bhios sibh a’ leughadh 

seo bidh an reifreann mòr air an 
Roinn Eòrpa an impis a bhith seachad 
agus ge b’ e dè an taobh a thèid 
sin, nì mòran gàirdeachas is dùil 
aca ri crìoch na deasbaid ghuiniche 
a tha sinn air a bhith a’ fulang fad 
mhìosan. 

Tha an iomairt airson na Gàidhlig 
a’ dearbhadh dhuinn cho prìseil ‘s a 
tha cànan, ach mar a chunnacas uair 
is uair san iomairt a thaobh ballrachd 
Bhreatainn san Aonadh Eòrpach, 
tha ana-caitheamh cànain sònraichte 
cunnartach. 

Chan eil mise dol a sparradh beachd 
pearsanta air a’ cheist seo oirbh, ach 
taobh seach taobh tha mi an dòchas 
nuair a thig latha taghaidh gun tig 
comhairle ghlic dhuibh uile.

TODAY, Britain decides on its EU 
membership and many will look 
forward to the ending of a campaign 
which has steadily descended into 
personal insult and vitriol rather than 
informative debate. 

I hope all who vote today will be 
inspired by instinctive wisdom.

 
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Supergroup Daimh played alongside music and drama students.

Many readers will have been shocked to learn 
about 80-year-old Rosina McQue who fell in 
Oban town centre and had to wait more than 

an hour for an ambulance to attend to her. Because pas-
sers-by who stopped to help the pensioner were told not 
to move her, it meant she was left lying on the pavement 
for more than an hour before an ambulance arrived to 
take her to hospital.

While no-one is in anyway blaming the ambulance crew 
who eventually attended Mrs McQue, an injured person 
should not have to wait that long for medical assistance. 
The fact that the emergency services had to travel all the 

way from Inveraray to Oban is ridiculous. Of course the 
crew had to attend the person who had a cardiac arrest 
immediately, but it should never be an either or situation.

Had the couple who this week wrote to us to thank 
NHS staff for the excellent emergency treatment their 
little girl received had to wait the same length of time, 
the outcome would have been far more tragic.

Questions have to be raised about the resources 
currently available here, in what is a very large 
geographical  area. Is it a lack of qualified staff, money, 
or political will that seems to be leaving us without 
adequate cover?
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A PENSIONER who has 
supported a Lochaber charity 
shop for nearly 30 years be-
lieves volunteering could be 
key to staying young.

Billey Denney, from Upper 
Achintore, recently received 
the Flame of Hope award for 
his volunteering services to 
the Cancer Research shop in 
Fort William.

The 82-year-old travelled to 
London to receive his award.  
While he was taken aback 
by the hustle and bustle of 
the big city, Mr Denney was 
most impressed by his fellow 
recipients.

He said: ‘We travelled by 
train and everything went 
smoothly with the journey 
until we got to the under-
ground. There were thousands 
and thousands of people 
there – I couldn’t believe how 

VOLUNTEERS across Lochaber were 
honoured at the second annual volun-
teer awards on Thursday June 9.

The ‘Voscars’, organised by Voluntary 
Action Lochaber (VAL), recognised the 
work of volunteers in the community 
across seven different categories.

Ewen’s Room, which provides support 
and information for those suffering from 
mental health issues, was presented the 
Organisation of the Year award by VAL 
chairman Gerald McIntyre. Receiving 
runner’s up certificates in this category 
were Arisaig Community Trust and the 
Room 13 art project.

Alistair MacKinnon, director-pres-
ident of Fort William Rugby Club 
received the Board/Committee Member 
of the Year award, presented by Coun-
cillor Brian Murphy. Fort William Town 
Team’s Sue Keen and Fort William FC 
secretary Marie McMillan were runners 
up.

Lochaber Hope received the award 
for Best Volunteer Supporting Organ-
isation award from Lesley Benfield, 
chief executive of Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce.

Runners up were Lochaber and District 
Canine Society and the West Highland 
Museum. Theresa De Billot accepted 
the award on behalf of Lochaber Hope. 
She thanked all the volunteers that work 
with the organisation and said: ‘We 
cherish every one of them and couldn’t 
be without them.’

The Good Neighbour of the Year 
award went to Susan Hannah who looks 
after her elderly neighbours. Rotary 
Club President Terry Lee presented her 
with the award. The runners up were 
Cathy Stevenson and Stanley and Agnes 
Cameron.

Naomi Hannah was the Young Scot 
Volunteer of the Year, having accrued 
more volunteer hours than any other 
Kinlochleven High School student. 
Runners up were Lewis Ross and 
Andrew Jackson, and the award was 
presented by LHS Support for Learning 
teacher, Mrs Lynn MacAllister.

James Kennedy won the Volunteer of 
the Year award for his work with Fort 
William Town Team. Ian Donald, High-
land Third Sector Interface deputy chief 
officer presented this award. Runners 

up were Sarah Kennedy and Lorraine 
Wheelan.

Avril Watt of Kinlochleven received 
the Lifetime Achievement award from 
last year’s winner, Sheena Fraser, for 
her wide array of volunteering work, in-
cluding looking after all the community 
gardens in the village and being part of 
various committees such as the Prisoner 
of War Camp group and the Community 
Trust, which she has just retired from 
after six years. She said: ‘I don’t class 
myself as a volunteer. It’s just part of my 
life and it’s what I do.’

Runners up were John Fotheringham 
of the Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry community council and 
Sally Morris who has been with Loch-
aber Credit Union for more than eight 
years.

Ian Blackford, MP for Ross, Skye and 
Lochaber. sent a letter of apology for not 
being able to attend due to Westminster 
duties. In the letter, which VAL manager 
Flora McKee read during the ceremony, 
he congratulated and thanked all the 
Lochaber volunteers and the ‘many 
unsung heroes’ in the community.

VISITOR numbers were up 
at this year’s Isle of Muck 
open day, with more than 100 
people travelling to the island 
on Sunday June 19. 

The annual event gives 
visitors the chance to see all 
aspects of island life, with 
entertainment and local food 
on offer.

With a tiny population of 
around 30 people, it is one of 
the busiest days on the island 
and everyone gets involved.

Muck resident Lawrence 
MacEwen said: ‘Last year 
only 37 people came to the 
open day, so it was good to see 
more this year.’ 

Lawrence’s wife runs the 
island’s tearoom, where a va-
riety of local food was served.

Mr MacEwen said: ‘A num-
ber of islanders work in the 
tearoom on the open day and 
make food for the day.’

As well as great food, there 
was an art exhibition in the 
community centre, where 
several pictures were bought 
by some of the visitors.

Muck Primary School also 
held an art exhibition, which 
showcased pupils’ art.

Mr MacEwen continued: 
‘The school had a number 
of events on during the day. 
It has an area outside where 
pupils grow vegetables and 
the children enjoyed showing 
it to the visitors.

‘The school also has baby 
ducklings and people loved 
seeing them.’

Lawrence took part in the 
day when he took guests 
round the island on his trailer, 
telling them all about what it 
is like to live on the island. 

Lawrence’s daughter and 
son-in-law run a shooting 
range, offering the chance 
to take part in some bird 
shooting.

PRIMARY seven pupils have been 
putting their first foot forward 
toward the next step of their educa-
tional career.

Graduates from Lochaber High 
School’s associated primaries were 

visiting the secondary school last 
week in preparation for starting first 
year after the summer. 

The 180 pupils – the largest year 
group in recent years – followed a 
full S1 timetable for the week as well 

as taking part in a range of transition 
activities. 

A well-attended parents’ evening 
was held on Thursday June 16 as 
part of the transition programme 
organised by Yvonne Clark, prin-

cipal guidance teacher. The aim of 
the transition programme is to allow 
pupils to find their way around the 
school, get to know their new class-
mates, meet their teachers and allay 
any fears about moving to secondary 

school. Jim Sutherland, head teach-
er, said: ‘Feedback on the week has 
been very positive from pupils and 
parents, and we’re very much looking 
forward to welcoming our new first 
years back to the school in August.’

AROUND 6.30am on Monday 
June 13, a report was received 
of a drunk man shouting in 
Camanachd Crescent, An Aird, 
Fort William. 

Anyone who saw the man 
should contact Fort William 
Police station.

BETWEEN 9pm on Wednes-
day June 8 and Saturday 
June 11, a door leading to 
the basement of a house on 
Sutherland Avenue, Upper 
Achintore, Fort William, was 
damaged

Anyone with information 
should contact Fort William 
police.

AROUND 4.30am on Wednes-
day June 15, a window in a 
property on Kennedy Road, 
Plantation, Fort William, was 
smashed. 

Anyone with information 
should contact Fort William 
police.

AROUND 6.30pm on 
Wednesday June 15, a dig-
ger window was smashed 
on a construction site near 
Blarmachfoldach. 

Three youths were seen in 
the vicinity. 

Anyone with information 
should contact Fort William 
Police.

Largest group in years - 180 pupils will start high school after the summer holidays.

Lochaber primary pupils prepare to take big step up to high school  

busy it was. But the award 
ceremony was special. We had 
a lovely lunch and there was 
a young man in his 20s who 
had raised £100,000 which is 
really impressive. I wasn’t the 
oldest either. One lady being 
presented was 97 and she still 
works on the till in a shop. 
Another was 91.  It goes to 
show, keeping active can help 
you live longer.’

Since 2003, Cancer Re-
search has presented more 
than 700 Flame of Hope 
awards to thank those who 
give their time and energy to 
help beat cancer sooner. Over 
the years Billey has helped 
the Fort William shop raise 
around £24,000 for the charity 
and he doesn’t plan on giving 
up any time soon.

Mr Denney added: ‘A lot 
of the volunteers at the shop 
have lost people and that real-
ly is what keeps us all going.  I 
will be doing a couple of shifts 
a week for the foreseeable fu-

ture – we might not get paid as 
such but I enjoy it, especially 
meeting all the locals.’

Originally from Belfast, Bil-
ley moved to Scotland 47 years 
ago after meeting his would 
be wife, whom he married a 
year later and the couple have 
spent most of their time since 
then in Lochaber.  

Mr Denney worked in the 
pulp mill in Corpach and after 
being made redundant it was 
his wife who encouraged him 
to volunteer.

Mr Denney said: ‘We heard 
they were looking for people 
and the Mrs said to me – 
you’ve always talked about 
volunteering and now is your 
chance.  And really I have 
never looked back.’

Mr and Mrs Denney have 
one son, Ewen, who now lives 
in San Jose.  The couple have 
visited Ewen and his family 14 
times so far and perhaps will 
again in the future as Mr Den-
ney says – ‘life is for living’.

Pensioner Billey recognised 
for 30 years’ volunteering 

Mr Denney received a Flame of Hope award for his services to 
Cancer Research. Photograph by Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Winners of the seven awards. 21_F25voscars01

Numbers 
up for Isle 
of Muck 
open day 

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Police fi les

Lochaber group honours stalwarts 
at annual ‘Voscars’ presentation  
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Across

1 Aboveboard (7)

5 Allotment (5)

8 Drum (5)

9 One who travels at sea (7)

10 Direction that would be shown on a clock 
just before 10 (4,9)

11 Showing a decline in mental health (6)

12 Heavy metal (6)

15 Business which has subsidiary companies 
(6,7)

18 Cache (7)

19 An ethnic division of ancient cultures (5)

20 Charges (5)

21 Follow (7)

Down

1 Joint (5)

2 Old telephone part (7)

3 Wife of the heir to the throne (5,8)

4 Distinctive uniform (6)

5 Disorder brought on by mindset (13)

6 Large bird, golden or bald (5)

7 Corrected work (7)

11 Sediment (7)

13 Picture (7)

14 Admission (6)

16 One who tries to beat another by running 
(5)

17 Produce (5)

LAST WEEK’S 
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CROSSWORD

The main compo-
nent, whether it is 
meat, � sh or veg-
etables, should be 
as fresh and vibrant 
as possible but this 
should also be true of the accompaniments. 
The rest of the dish should be just as fresh to 
help elevate the main attraction – the reason 
you ordered the dish.

The � avour you get from fresh ingredients 
really does make the dining experience better 
overall. It looks better on the plate with bright 
vibrant colours. The � avours stand out more 
and work better together. Well-paired drinks 
complement this even more and truly com-
plete the dining experience.

That’s what drove us to build our own 
polytunnel and start growing many of our 
own vegetables and herbs. We are lucky to 
have an excellent fruit and vegetable supplier. 
Its produce is fantastic but, as a chef, to have a 
dish in your head and prepare it by collecting 
the ingredients a short walk from your kitchen 
is very satisfying.

We probably started a little late this year 
when we made the decision to do it. Some 
plants seem to grow at a steady rate and others 
never really establish themselves. 

Our favourites currently are the lovely dif-
ferent kale we are growing (curly and black), 
exploding with � avour and becoming main 
elements on the plate on certain dishes. Our 
tomato plants have suddenly burst in to life and 
are growing away quite contentedly. 

Our potatoes are not far from � owering so 
we are very excited to see how they turn out 
and our artichokes have been fun to watch 
grow and will also be interesting to see after we 
harvest them from the ground. 

Our herbs that we use as garnish, to season 
and add � avour during cooking are also adding 
a di� erent component and deeper � avour. 

We welcome any guest to pop their head in 
the door and ask for a look round. If we are not 
busy, we will gladly talk you through it but best 
of all come and try our “crops”. We are sure you 
will enjoy them as much as we do.

John McNulty, head chef patron,
The Taynuilt Hotel and Restaurant

Freshness and 
sustainability – secrets 

of a great restaurant

Food  DrinkFood  Drink&
brought to you by

Taynuilt Hotel

If you would like to advertise in 
The Oban Times Food and Drink section, 

please call

01631 568000

Lesley Banks stands on top of the Falkirk Wheel with her 
painting of the world’s only rotating boat lift.

SCOTLAND’S first canal 
artist-in-residence is set to 
capture the beauty of the 
nation’s waterways on can-
vas – and the public’s stories 
and memories of them – as 
a 15-month project gets 
under way.

Entitled ‘Gongoozler’ – a 
term for someone who 
takes joy from watching 
the world, and one or two 
boats, pass by on canals – 
the residency will see artist 
Lesley Banks travel the 
country’s canals, including 
the Caledonian and Crinan, 
creating paintings that 
celebrate the environments 
and stories of Scotland’s 
250-year-old waterways. 

The project will see 
Lesley showcase her work 
at various venues around 
Scotland. As part of the 
project, Lesley is appealing 
to people to channel their 
inner gongoozler to share 
their stories and memories 
of Scotland’s canals and 
what they mean to them. 

Whether it’s tales of 
following in the footsteps of 
the gods on the Caledonian 
Canal’s iconic Neptune’s 
Staircase, soaring through 
the sky on the Falkirk 
Wheel, watching Clyde 
puffers chug along or 
reminiscences of canals’ 
glory days, gongoozlers are 
encouraged to share their 

Lesley aims to 
put our canals 
� rmly in the 
artistic frame

experiences, stories and 
memories by emailing 
gongooz ler16@g ma i l .
com. The stories will 
be used to inform and 
accompany Lesley’s work.

Lesley said: ‘I’m very 
excited to be Scottish 
Canals’ first artist-in- 
residence. From the water 
to the banks and beyond, 
Scotland’s canals are 

incredible environments 
with more than two 
centuries of stories to tell 
and I can’t wait to capture 
some of them as part of 
the project.

‘Using the towpaths as a 
studio, I’m in the process 
of walking the 137 miles 
of the Scottish canals 
network. That experience, 
and the stories submitted 

by the public, will allow 
me to create five unfolding 
sequential visual journeys 
depicting the unique char-
acter of each canal.’

Once bustling transport 
arteries that stoked the 
fires of the industrial 
revolution, today the char-
acter of Scotland’s canals 
is very different, with the 
waterways home to cyclists 

and social enterprises 
rather than coal scows and 
Clydesdale horses.

Passing through some of 
Scotland’s most beautiful 
landscapes, rural villages 
and bustling cities, the 
water ways remain vital 
venues for business, lei-
sure and tourism that at-
tract more than 22 million 
visits a year.

TIREE’S week-long event 
titled A’ Bhuain or The 
Homecoming (May 23-27) 
inspired the following lyrics. 
The idea of the event, the 
first of which took place 
10 years ago, was to bring 
people of Tirisdeach de-
scent from across the world 
together on Tiree to join 
in celebrating the island’s 
history and culture.

Over-arching the entire 
week was a feeling of posi-
tivity for the island, respect 
for the hardships of our past 
and a powerful hope for the 
future.

The existence of the Gael is 
in a tenuous state, and Mabel 
MacArthur’s play based on 
the findings of the Napier 
Commission (1883-1886) 
was a stark reminder that this 
is no accident. The period of 

the Highland Clearances, 
while complex, was a cruel 
chapter in our history and it 
was preceded and followed 
by a sustained attack on the 
Gael that has lasted well into 
living memory.

The wrongs of the past 
should not be forgotten but 
neither should they be cause 
of bitterness or aggression. 
The following is a comment 
on the fact that regardless of 
how weakened the language 
and culture is, the tide of de-
pletion could be turned with 
conscious, consistent and 
collective effort in addition 
to the sterling work already 
being done.

The Bhuain in a small way 
gave me renewed hope that 
the Gael could thrive again 
and that the harvest of our 
homeland could return.

The Harvest
Will the harvest of the homeland come again
And the children of the grain return as men
Will our chorus still be strong, when we all are dead and gone
And our voices proudly echo in the glen

Chorus

We will return our flame will burn again
The earth will heal and torn fields will mend
Reborn the land, we’ll never stand alone
The guiding stars will bring the harvest home

From the cities and the towns we will return
And from the countries where our forebears had to run
We will gather on ground, where the bonds of kin are found
And the passions for our homeland brightly burn

We are but ghosts in time between the moving realm
And to break the spell we all must hold the helm
For our course on compass-rose is bearing now for rocky shore
But our faith and raw belief will overwhelm

From the faintness of the fading lunar bow
From ashes now the Gael again will grow
On the cycle of the sun our day again will come
And our shackles melt away like fallen snow

The power of our dream again will glow
Of the promised land of plenty where we go
We’ll hear the calling tune sound below the harvest moon
And resurrection of a people we will know

The Harvest 
of our 
Homeland

Kirsty fashions 
a bright future 
for herself

ISLE of Mull girl Kirsty Lamont, a graduate of 
Oban High, has just wowed the critics with her 
bold knitwear collection at the degree show at the 
Glasgow School of Art held on June 17.

Her dramatic graduate collection was inspired 
by both her island upbringing on Mull and the 
urban landscape of Glasgow.  ‘Entanglements’ 
was designed to illustrate the contrasts between, 
and inter-meshing of, West Coast island life and 
city living. 

Using cutting-edge techniques she invented 
herself, Kirsty has utilised digital laser-cutting 
and resin-embellishing to create new takes on old 
traditional knitwear patterns that she researched 
at the Mull Historical Centre and beyond.

‘Mull and Iona are an intrinsic part of me, wher-
ever I go, and I wanted to celebrate that in new 
and technically challenging ways,” said Kirsty. 

Kirsty Lamont shows o�  some of her designs.
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Friday 24 - Thu 30 June
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS | PG | 133 MIN
Sat: 14:50, Sun: 13:30
Alice Kingsleigh has spent the past few years following in her 
father’s footsteps and sailing the high seas. Upon her return 
to London, she comes across a magical looking glass and 
returns to the fantastical realm of Underland and her friends 
the White Rabbit, Absolem, the Cheshire Cat and the Mad 
Hatter, who is not himself. 

ANGRY BIRDS | U | 115 MIN
Sat: 12:50, Sun: 11:30
The movie takes us to an island populated entirely by happy, 
� ightless birds — or almost entirely. In this paradise, Red, a 
bird with a temper problem, speedy Chuck, and the volatile 
Bomb have always been outsiders. But when the island is 
visited by mysterious green piggies, it’ s up to these unlikely 
outcasts to � gure out what the pigs are up to.

DEMOLITION | 15 | 124 MIN
Fri, Sat: 19:15, Sun: 16:00, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 18:45
Davis, a successful investment banker, struggles after losing 
his wife in a tragic car crash. Despite pressure from his father-
in-law, Phil, to pull it together, Davis continues to unravel. 
What starts as a complaint letter to a vending machine com-
pany turns into a series of letters revealing startling personal 
admissions. 

INDEPENDENCE DAY: RESURGENCE | 12A | 120 MIN
Fri: 18:15, 21:00, Sat: 16:00, 18:40, Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 
16:00, 19:00 
Parent and baby screening: Tue: 11:30
We always knew they were coming back. After ‘Independ-
ence Day’ rede� ned the event movie genre, the next epic 
chapter delivers global spectacle on an unimaginable scale. 

KIDS CLUB: TOY STORY 2 | U | 100 MIN
Sat: 11:00
Children’s Classic. A cowboy doll is profoundly threatened 
and jealous when a new spaceman � gure supplants him as 
top toy in a boy’s room.

LOVE & FRIENDSHIP | U | 113 MIN
Silver screening: Sun: 20:20
Lady Susan Vernon takes up temporary residence at her in-
laws’ estate and, while there, is determined to be a match-
maker for her daughter Frederica -- and herself too, naturally.

ME BEFORE YOU | 12A | 130 MIN
Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 16:30
Louisa “ Lou” Clark (Clarke) lives in a quaint town in the English 
countryside. With no clear direction in her life, the quirky and 
creative 26-year-old goes from one job to the next in order 
to help her tight-knit family make ends meet. Her normally 
cheery outlook is put to the test, however, when she faces her 
newest career challenge. 

THE BOSS | 15 | 119 MIN
Fri: 21:30, Sat: 17:10, Sun: 18:15, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 21:00
A titan of industry is sent to prison after she’s caught for in-
sider trading. When she emerges ready to rebrand herself as 
America’s latest sweetheart, not everyone she screwed over is 
so quick to forgive and forget.

TOP CAT BEGINS | U | 109 MIN
Fri: 16:00, Sat: 11:00, Sun: 12:00
Top Cat has arrived to charm his way into your hearts. Ever 
wonder how this scheming feline got his start? Well Top Cat 
Begins reveals the origins of everything you know and love 
about this classic comedy hero. What follows is an adventure 
so crazy that it has to be seen to be believed.

WARCRAFT: THE BEGINNING | 12A | 143 MIN
Fri: 16:30, Sat: 13:15, Wed, Thu: 21:45
The peaceful realm of Azeroth stands on the brink of war as 
its civilization faces a fearsome race of invaders: orc warriors 
� eeing their dying home to, colonize another. As a portal 
opens to connect the two worlds, one army faces destruction 
and the other faces extinction. From opposing sides, two 
heroes are set on a collision course that will decide the fate of 
their family, their people, and their home.

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen
TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves
THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn
SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis
SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

FROM the tops of the trees to 
the deep blue sea and all the 
world in between, come and 

join Funboxfor 
their brand new 

 s i n g  a -
long adven-

ture – Animal Magic. 
Whether you roar, squeak, flap 

or swim, it’s time for some fun 
with Anya, Gary, Kevin and Bonzo 
the Dog (formerly of The Singing 
Kettle). 

There is silliness and songs galore 
in this exciting new show and, of 

course, keys to find to open the 
Funbox, which has everything 
you need to sing a song or have 
an adventure and – who knows? 
– you might even be needed  to 
help on stage too!

‘It’s so exciting to be returning 
to Skye and Fort William with 

this new show,’ says Anya. 
‘We always get a fantastic 
welcome from the crowd 

and we can’t wait to visit the 
Aros Centre. It’s a new venue for 

us. 
‘We love being able to bring Fun-

boxto the highlands.’
Animal Magic is the crazy gang’s 

fifth tour since setting up last year. 
‘When The Singing Kettle came to 

an end we were devastated but when 
it became clear we couldn’t take on 
the company or the name we never 
considered doing anything else,’ 
Anya continues. ‘We love what we 
do too much and we felt it was vital 
to keep a show like this going, so 
Funbox was born.’

This year sees them touring across 
the length and breadth of Scotland 

Family favourites Funbox return to Skye 
and Fort William with their new 

A NEW Highland band 
called Tide Lines made a 
shock entry into the official 
iTunes download charts 
this week, less than 24 
hours after being launched. 

Former Skipinnish boys 
Robert Robertson from 
Lochaber and Ross 
Wilson from Mull joined 
forces with Ali Turner from 
Alness and Gus Munro 
from Glasgow, launching 
their new band on Sunday 
evening with a single and 
accompanying music video 
called Far Side of the World. 

By Monday morning, the 
song was rapidly rising up 
the iTunes official down-
load charts to the dizzy 
heights of 68 – ahead of 
popular tracks by Coldplay 
and Beyonce, as well as 
Adele’s Hello. 

Far Side of the World, 
written by lead vocalist 
Robert, is essentially a love 
song which combines West 
Coast references to Loch-
aber and the Hebrides with 
a fresh and eclectic feel to 
the music. 

It is not the first time 

a Highland band has 
experienced success in the 
charts – Robert and Ross 
achieved similar with their 
previous band, Skipinnish – 
but it is the timing of it that 
has surprised them. 

The first 24 hours of 
the band’s existence saw 
Tide Lines go from total 
obs curity to a Facebook 
page with more than 3,000 
followers and an overall 
post reach of over 64,000. 

Robert said: ‘Consider-
ing Tide Lines 
literally didn’t 

exist in the public domain 
until Sunday, we genuinely 
didn’t know what to expect 
when we released our first 
single, and we were fairly 
nervous. 

‘The positive reaction to 
Far Side of the World has 
come as a massive relief, 
and the fact that it has 
charted is an unexpected 
bonus for us – so we’re 
really grateful to everyone 
who has bought the 
single or followed 
us online.’

Tide Lines will 

launch their band live at 
Tiree Music Festival next 
month. 

Far Side of the World is 
available on iTunes and 
all other digital download 
platforms.

To view the band’s new 
music video, visit https://
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=uzbzMRyinyE.

You can also find out 
more about the band on 

their Facebook 
page at  www.
facebook.com/
wearetidelines/.

A NEW Highland band NEW Highland band NEW By Monday morning, the a Highland band has exist in the public domain launch their band live at 

Highlanders hit the chart heights with 
surprise success for very � rst single
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FROM the tops of the trees to 
the deep blue sea and all the 
world in between, come and 

join Funboxfor 
their brand new 

 s i n g  a -
long adven-

ture – Animal Magic. 
Whether you roar, squeak, flap 

or swim, it’s time for some fun 
with Anya, Gary, Kevin and Bonzo 
the Dog (formerly of The Singing 
Kettle). 

There is silliness and songs galore 
in this exciting new show and, of 

course, keys to find to open the 
Funbox, which has everything 
you need to sing a song or have 
an adventure and – who knows? 
– you might even be needed  to 
help on stage too!

‘It’s so exciting to be returning 
to Skye and Fort William with 

Aros Centre. It’s a new venue for 
us. 

‘We love being able to bring Fun-
boxto the highlands.’

Animal Magic is the crazy gang’s 
fifth tour since setting up last year. 

‘When The Singing Kettle came to 
an end we were devastated but when 
it became clear we couldn’t take on 
the company or the name we never 
considered doing anything else,’ 
Anya continues. ‘We love what we 
do too much and we felt it was vital 
to keep a show like this going, so 
Funbox was born.’

This year sees them touring across 
the length and breadth of Scotland 

and Fort William with their new 
with not only Animal Magic , but also 
Superheroes. 

‘It’s fantastic to be so busy,’ adds 
Kevin. ‘We also have a third show; Pi-
rate Party, which will be going to the 
Edinburgh Fringe this summer. We 
are even venturing across the border 
into England for the first time.’

With help from their friends Fluffy 
and Flossie the Funsters and classic 
songs as Down In The Jungle, Three 
Craws and Bear Hunt, along with 
catchy new tunes, Animal Magic is 
an exciting singalong experience for 

families and friends of all ages – from 
nought to 90.

Don’t forget to go dressed as your 
favourite animal or bird. 

Funbox will be at Aros Centre, Por-
tree, Isle of Skye, on Saturday July 2 at 
1pm. Call  01478 613 750 for tickets, or 
book online at aros.co.uk.

And at the Nevis Centre, Fort 
William, on Sunday July 3 at 1pm. 
Call 01397 700 707 to book or visit  
ticketmaster.co.uk.

For full details visit www.funbox.
co.uk.

FORT WILLIAM is 
getting ready to welcome 
tribute band MacFloyd 
to the Nevis Centre on 
Saturday (June 25).

The Pink Floyd tribute, 
who recently sold out the 
Ironworks music venue 
in Inverness, will take to 
the stage at 7.30pm.

MacFloyd are also 
gearing up to play at the 
Tartan Heart festival in 
Inverness in August.

Nevis Centre manager, 
Kenny McLaughlin 
said: ‘We are thrilled to 
be bringing MacFloyd 
to Fort William, and 
we look forward to wel-
coming one of the best 
Pink Floyd tribute bands 
in the country.’ Tickets 
are £15 and can be 
purchased at the Nevis 
Centre on the night.

The event is for over 
18s only.

MacFloyd to appear 
at the Nevis Centre

Photo 
supplied 
by John Young 
@youngmedia

Festival of 
Architecture 

2016
St Conan’s Kirk, 

Lochawe
June 18 - July 3 

10am - 5pm
Talks/tours/walks/teas/

exhibitions
www.stconanskirk.org.uk



14 LEISURE Thursday 23 June, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk

> cinema, radio and what’s on listings > leisure ideas > local events

In this series, The Oban Times’ resident Bodach (Gaelic: old man and, by experience, often a storyteller) looks through archive material 
for articles and pictures that preserve moments from the past. There is always a back story – and sometimes a future one. Bodach

Get in touch with your stories at bodach@obantimes.co.uk

Crinan Canal consultation is the latest in long line of development proposals
LOCAL people have been following 
the latest consultation process for 
the Crinan Canal with interest and a 
little frustration. 

This is the second or third time in a 
decade that the public has been invit-
ed to share its ideas for a sustainable 
future for this waterway, and it must 
have struck the organisers that the 
answers to design and development 
questions will not be so very different 
from those expressed in previous 
exercises. 

While it is right and proper to 
consult communities and groups, 
businesses and users on the best ways 
to maximise the benefits of public 
assets, the gesture means nothing if 
none of the ideas is taken forward, or 
if they are and progress is measured 
in decades.

This week’s archive trawl has re-
vealed a tale of missed opportunity: 
the story of a multi-million-pound 
development in Loch Gilp that 
did not happen. In April 1982, the 
Argyllshire Advertiser reported that 
local building contractors M & K 
MacLeod proposed a civil engineer-
ing project to create a deep water 
marina in a dredged section of Loch 
Gilp, accommodating a mixture of 
400 resident and visiting boats. 

The scheme was the brainchild 
of Sir Ian MacGregor, chairman of 
British Steel, and adviser to the de-
velopment company set up to lodge 
a planning application and gauge 
public opinion. The project would 

have seen a large-scale construction 
phase to dredge the bottom, reclaim 
land, create a deep water channel and 
install pontoons and finger berths for 
boats on transit through the canal. 

The marina would have occupied a 
64-acre site and included associated 
infrastructure and facilities - and 
encouraged water-borne visitors to 
spend some time exploring the canal 
corridor, upper Loch Fyne and the 
hinterland of Mid Argyll.

The plans even had the support of 
Argyll and Bute District Council and 
the Highlands and Islands Develop-
ment Board (as it was then known), 
but there was significant local objec-
tion and the project did not go ahead. 
If it had, Loch Gilp would have 
looked very different and the visitor 
economy would have developed to 
meet a growing demand for tourism, 
leisure and recreation activity in the 
marine environment. Lochgilphead 
and Ardrishaig could have taken ad-
vantage of the boom years, enjoyed 
by places like Inverkip, Largs and 
Dunstaffnage. 

It is interesting to note that the 
following year, plans for a 500-berth 
marina development at Craobh Ha-
ven got the go-ahead, only a couple 
of hours’ sailing time from Crinan. 
Today, there are marinas and 
step-ashore facilities in Portavadie, 
Port Bannatyne, Holy Loch, Rhu, 
Campbeltown, Oban, Ardfern, Loch 
Melfort, Tobermory, Lochaline, Port 
Ellen and Tarbert, and more are 

planned up and down the coast. 
Most of these facilities are on a 

more modest scale, but they deliver 
significant economic benefits to local 
communities and provide a network 
of safe and convenient havens for 
increasing numbers of leisure craft.

Twenty-five years later, similar 
proposals for a marina at Ardrish-
aig put forward by the community 
council and other interested parties 
were not taken seriously by British 
Waterways Scotland (now Scottish 
Canals) during a masterplan ex-
ercise; nor were a number of other 
independent – but connected - ideas 
for making the most of the estate 
of under-utilised canal property 
for the benefit of residents, local 
groups, the business community and 
visitors. 

Of course, some of the proponents 
may not have been aware of the 
original plans, and some ideas may 
have been out of the question purely 
on the grounds of cost, but when the 
same types of suggestion come for-
ward time and again they certainly 
merit serious consideration.

A decade on, one or two signifi-
cant changes have been made, but 
not necessarily the most innovative, 
progressive or long-term type of 
initiative that could have made the 
canal and its communities attractive 
places to visit and do business. 

The Crinan Canal is an outstand-
ing transport monument, a rich 

community asset, a popular visitor 
attraction and a symbol of the 
industrial revolution’s impact on 
rural Scotland all at the same time. 
The waterway has starred in film 

and television, and been the subject 
of several histories, consultations, 
masterplans, local action plans and 
now a consultation. 

Hopefully, the latest suite of 

proposals will include practical 
measures that will match communi-
ty economic development interests 
with the re-utilisation of public 
assets.

THIS year's Mod Aird nam Murchan enjoyed its 
largest ever turnout last week, with around 160 
competitors taking part in the day’s event. 

Convener of Mod Aird nam Mur-
chan Fiona Maclean said: ‘We are 
delighted that this year we have had our biggest 
ever entry, with most people taking part in more 
than one competition.

‘We have had a lot of entries from Ardnamur-
chan high school, which is great because we 

want to encourage more high school pupils to 
get involved as well.

‘We also have an adult competition 
which we have had a great response 
to.’

The newly formed Ardnamurchan high school 
choir competed in Friday’s (June 17) events. It 
was their first time performing at a Mòd, and 
they are looking forward to competing in many 
more. 

This year's competition also saw the introduc-
tion of a new trophy for piping, donated by the 
daughters of lifelong Mòd supporter and piper 
Allen MacPherson. 

The trophy was presented by Allen’s daughters 
at the Mòd, and was won by Fort William piping 
novice Laura Robertson.

Mod Aird nam Murchan’s secretary, Val Bak-
er, told The Oban Times: ‘Allen was a great piper 
and a long-time supporter of this event. 

'He was well liked in the community and we 
are pleased to have the trophy this year.’

Competitors travelled from far and wide to 
take part in the Mòd competitions.

One adult competitor travelled from Preston-
pans, while Hannah Russell, who competed in 
the girls' solo singing came from Cumbernauld. 

It was instrumental adjudicator Lucy Doogan’s 
first year judging at the Mòd and she said: ‘This 
is my first time doing this, and it was great to see 

so many people taking part in the competition.’ 
A fiddle player herself, Lucy added: ‘I was 

pleased with how many people played the fiddle, 
and it is clear there is a lot a future potential here 
today.’

Music tutor and Mòd enthusiast 
Riona Whyte said: ‘It is a really good busy 
Mòd this year, and I am really pleased with the 
turnout.’

You can find all the Mòd results on page 21.

Lochaline primary school’s classes 1-4, 
who also took part in the action song.
21_F26 Ardnamurchan MOD 13_Lochaline Action Song

Strontian primary classes 1-4 getting ready to take part in their action song, which 
is all about their new school getting built.

21_F26 Ardnamurchan MOD 11_Strontian Action Song

Winners of the action song competition, 
Ardgour primary school, classes 1-5.
21_F26 Ardnamurchan MOD 14_Ardgour Action Song

Brother and sister due Mitchell and Megan 
MacPherson, taking part in the � ddle competition, 

in which Megan took home � rst prize.
21_F26 Ardnamurchan MOD 4_Megan&Mitchell MacPherson

Rona and Seumas McIntyre, who both took 
home top prizes in their competition.

Rona won � rst place for � ddle, and brother 
Seumas received third for his poetry 

recitation.
21_F26 Ardnamurchan MOD 8_Rona&Seumas McIntyre

Lochaline primary school winners Floriana 
Lawrance and Archie Kennedy, who both won � rst 

prize in their solo singing competition. 
21_F26 Ardnamurchan MOD 9_Archie Kennedy&Floriana Lawrance

Frances MacDonald, 12, of Ardnamurchan 
high school was placed � rst in the under- 

13s � ddle competition 
21_F26 Ardnamurchan MOD 1_Frances MacDonald

Rona McIntyre, Oigridh Shuaineart 
learner, won � rst place with her Gaelic 

air in the � ddle competition. 
21_F26 Ardnamurchan MOD 6_Rona McIntyre

Success is hailed as Ardnamurchan sees biggest ever competition



Thursday 23 June, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk 15LEISURE

malt OF THE month

Suntory Hibiki 
Harmony
43% Vol
JAPANESE whisky is 
delicious. A few years 
ago Mr Lee and I made 
a fine day trip to the 
Suntory Whisky Dis-
tillery in the hills above 
Osaka.
The Japanese are 
very keen to make 
everyone who visits 
the expansive factory 
founded by Mr Sunto-
ry exceptionally wel-
come. An hour-long 
trip around the factory 
is followed by a free 

tasting of any whisky the 
company produce.
Of course Mr Lee and 
I benefitted from a full 
afternoon of tastings. We 
were then lured into the 
shop where we bought 
more whisky than is polite 
in this very gentile society. 
We were the quintisential 
Brits abroad.
We then went to the 
whisky library. Any whisky 
in the world, as long as 
it was tasted next to the 
Suntory of choice.
For only a few yen, any 
whisky was available. Sun-
tory wants to prove that its 

brand can sit against any 
in the world. It can.
The Japanese call the 
hillside water collected for 
the wide range of single 
malts Mother Water.
If I had to choose a favour-
ite it would be one of the 
fresher and lighter newer 
whisky single malts.
The Hibiki range, in par-
ticularly the Harmony is 
delicious – and certainly 
not too pricey, not even 
for Mr Lee.

 Louise Glen 

A TOP team from Tay-
nuilt-based Ballet West has just 
returned from a highly success-
ful tour of Malaysia. 

The Ballet West Asia Tour 
group presented workshops for 
more than 150 young dancers, 
culminating in a spectacular 
showcase performance.

The group was led by principal 
Gillian Barton, and included 
deputy principal Jonathan Bar-
ton, teacher and guest principal 
dancer Martin Fenton and two 
star students – Uyu Hiromoto 
and Oscar Ward.

Gillian described the events 
in Malaysia, in partnership with 
DAI (Direct Academia Interna-

tional). She said: ‘We had three 
days of intensive workshops with 
different students every day. 
The workshops were completely 
full. The participants for the 
workshops came from all over 
Malaysia and from Singapore. 

‘Jonathan ran the ballet pro-
gramme assisted by Uyu and 
Martin ran the contemporary 
course assisted by Oscar.

‘The rest of the week was 
spent rehearsing the groups for 
the performance on June 12 
at Penang PAC theatre. The 
performance was spectacular. 

‘Oscar and Uyu also per-
formed superbly. I could hardly 
believe that Jonathan and 

Martin had only worked with 
the students for one day plus 
a few rehearsals. It was such a 
polished performance. No other 
teachers could have done better.

‘We also held an audition for 
60 students and another 300 
sent in audition DVDs to be 
considered for a place at the 
full-time school. We currently 
have two students from Singa-
pore enrolled on the full-time 
course at Ballet West. 

‘Looks as though we’ll be hav-
ing a few more. Last October 
our Malaysian partners, DAI, 
brought five students from 
Malaysia to Taynuilt for a short 
course of study.’

AS THE beginning of July 
approaches, preparations are 
being put in place for the Can-
tilena Festival on Islay.

The festival will run from 
Sunday to Friday July 3 to 8, 
with four professional players 
and seven senior/postgraduate 
students of the Royal Conserv-
atoire of Scotland taking part.

The first concert of the festival 
will take place on Sunday in the 
Columba Centre in Bowmore 
and will include a piano trio 
of Haydn, a piano quartet of 

Mozart and a piano quintet of 
Schumann.

On Monday July 4 at 
Laphroaig, the focus is on 
the student members of the 
group when individual students 
demonstrate their talents. The 
whole ensemble will then per-
form Haydn’s Seven Last Words 
of Our Saviour on the Cross.

On Tuesday in the Columba 
Centre, Bowmore, Havilland 
Willshire will present a piano 
recital and the night will also 
include performances of music 

by Scarlatti, Ravel and Grieg.
Wednesday’s concert includes 

music by Galuppi and Marcello 
with a concerto for double bass 
and strings by Bottesini.

The following evening, in 
Ardbeg, Cantilena will present 
an all-Mozart programme ded-
icated to the late captain Tom 
Friedrich of Islay House, who 
was a great friend and supporter 
of Cantilena. The programme 
includes a piano trio, an oboe 
quartet and Eine Kleine Nacht-
musik.

Taynuilt ballet team show 
so much eastern promise

Islay prepares to host festival 
that should be a real classic

The Ballet West 
team enjoying 
street food in 
Penang. Left 
to right are 
Jonathan and 
Gillian Barton, 
Martin Fenton, 
Oscar Ward and 
Uyu Hiromoto.

The Catilena Group from 2015. 

The final concert will take 
place at Bruichladdich, in the 
village hall, and will include 
Tchailovsky’s Serenade for 
strings and Cantilena’s “classical 
ceilidh”.

This year artistic directors are 
Angus Ramsay and Scott Mitch-
ell. All concerts start at 7.30pm 
and tickets are available from 
Celtic House, Bowmore, or at 
the door of the various venues. 

Prior to these events, a short 
programme of light classics will 
take place in the Rhinns Hall, 
Portnahaven, on Thursday June 
30 at 8pm and tickets are availa-
ble at the door.

For further information refer 
to www.cantilenafestival.co.uk.

Summer
dining

Manor House 
Hotel - Gregorian 
elegance on 
beautiful 
Oban Bay
Summer is a wonderful 
time to celebrate at The 
Manor House Hotel in 
Oban. 

Built around 1780 as 
a dower house for the 
Duke of Argyll, The 
Manor House is a four 
star, deluxe boutique 
hotel and fine dining 
experience. Set on the 
southern side of Oban 
Harbour, with stunning 
views of the town, 
McCaig's Tower and 
the isles, it's a lovely 
and tranquil setting in 
which to enjoy a special 
meal. The fine linens 
and tableware create a 

traditional, yet relaxed, 
atmosphere, perfect 
for dining à deux, or 
celebrating a special 
occasion. 

The menu changes 
daily, featuring the 
freshest ingredients 
from Scotland's abun-
dant larder. The menu is 
offered as a five-course 
prix fixe, but those with 
smaller appetites can 
choose from the a la 
carte menu. 

Head chef Shaun 
Squire, who has been 
at the Manor House 
for more than 10 years, 
shows an incredible 

knowledge and under-
standing of fine foods 
and maintains high 
standards in preparation 
and presentation of his 
creative dishes. In addi-
tion to local seafood and 
meats, Shaun always 
has a vegetarian dish on 
the menu. And be sure to 
leave room for a special 

dessert or a coffee and 
selection of petit fours. 

Drop in for lunch at 
Nelson's Bar to enjoy 
daily special sandwich-
es, salads and entrées 
in addition to standard 
favourites. 

Call 01631 562 087 to 
reserve a table at The 
Manor House.

If you would like to advertise in the Summer Dining 
section, please call our sales team on 01631 568000
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Death of a cow remains 
a frustrating mysteryFARMING NEWS

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR FARMING SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

C. Hodge Fencing
www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271

We have moved 
Timberyard 

Lerags road end junction

One Welgar 
Round 

Baler RP220 
Profi line, 

Net wrap & 
Pre Cutter.
Telephone 

01292 267376

Highland cows 
with calf at foot 
and Highland 

Heifers for sale
Call: 

01631 730617 / 
07767 066664

A FISH farm manager from 
near Oban has been nominated 
for a national award.

Andrew MacLeannan, man-
ager for Scottish Sea Farms in 
Fiunary, has made it onto the 
shortlist of this year’s pres-
tigious M&S Farming for the 
Future awards. He will fi nd out 
if he has been crowned the win-
ner on the fi rst day of the Royal 
Highland Show in Edinburgh 
today (Thursday). 

Mr MacLeannan, 27, has been 
nominated in the Young Producer 
category for his role in managing 
the supply of Lochmuir salmon 
to Marks and Spencer. 

His nomination comes after 
having recently been appointed 
as the manager of the Marks 
and Spencer Lochmuir salmon 
farm at Fiunary, which recently 
reopened following a £2 million 
investment. Mr MacLeannan 
started working for Scottish 
Sea Farms four years ago as 
a trainee husbandry man and 
has quickly worked his way 
through the ranks.

His ambitious attitude has 
seen him eagerly grasp every 
training opportunity and, in a 
short space of time, he has also 
gained a variety of professional 
development qualifi cations, in-
cluding those in fi sh health, fi sh 
feed and nutrition, and business 
management. 

Mr MacLeannan has also 
collaborated with other farm 
managers and a specialist net 
company to secure the produc-
tion of a uniquely designed net 
and weighting system, which 
enables them to be cleaned 
easily and thoroughly. This has 
ensured that hygiene among his 
fi sh is as high as possible and 
minimises the risk of infection.

The judges were impressed 
by Mr MacLeannan’s under-
standing of fi sh biology and 
that he had created a safe and 
productive environment in 
which salmon can thrive. They 
were also impressed with his 
passion for the industry and 
his dedication to learning and 
professional development. 

LAMBING has now fi nished, 
and, apart from one week when 
it was wet and very cold, the 
weather has been really good, 
with plenty of grass for the sheep 
to graze. 

Preliminary results from our 
Kirkton flock are fairly good at 
roughly 114 per cent (that is, 114 
lambs born and alive for every 
100 ewes put to the tup), but we 
will get a more accurate count 
when they are taken in for mark-
ing (tagging and notching their 
ears for identification purposes) 
in a couple of weeks.

Our extensive Auchtertyre fl ock 
was lambed in the hill parks this 
year and the lambs were tagged 
before going to the hill. It will be 
interesting to see how many of 
them come in at marking time. 
It has been great to see so much 
sunshine over the past few weeks 
and the lambs are growing like 
mushrooms. However, there do 
seem to be more ewes and lambs 
with sore feet than usual and ticks 
also appear to have fared particu-
larly well this spring.

We had the vet in to do our 
annual cattle health scheme blood 
test a couple of weeks ago and 
also to castrate the male calves 
before all the cattle are put to 
the hill for the summer. While 
the test was all clear, only a few 
days later we were saddened to 
fi nd one of our cows lying dead 
at the side of the hill road for no 
obvious reason. Although we sent 
her to Perth for post-mortem, no 
clear cause of death was found. 
It’s always frustrating when these 
things happen and you can’t fi nd 
a reason for it.

We have been quite busy this 
month, in addition to lambing. We 
had a display on SRUC’s stand 
at Scotsheep, which was held in 
West Linton near Peebles in the 
Borders this year. My colleagues 
were explaining to farmers how 
electronic identifi cation (EID) 
and associated sheep handling 
facilities can be used for sheep 
management,  how it can save up 
to 40 per cent labour and be use-
ful for worm control and decrease 
anthelmintic resistance. 

The stand also had displays 
from other areas of SRUC about 
computerised tomography scan-
ning, research on mastitis and 

genomics, and veterinary infor-
mation on anthelmintic products 
and health schemes. The event 
was a success and a lot of farmers 
visited our stand.

The general public visited 
Kirkton and Auchtertyre farms 
on June 5 as part of national open 
farm Sunday. The weather was 
fantastic, and up to 50 visitors 
came and learned about the history 
of farming in the area; heard about 
the challenges facing hill farmers 
and other land managers in the up-
lands; watched working sheepdogs 
in action; found out more about 
the hidden wildlife living on our 
farms; took a tour of our wooden 
wigwam enterprise; and discov-
ered how a range of technology 
can help make the farmer’s life 
easier. People who came were very 
pleased, one of them marvelling at 
“being able to see a sheep so close 
for the fi rst time’. The EID crate 
and sheep conveyor were also quite 
a success with visitors, who came 
from as far as London, Cornwall 
and Aberdeen. 

Two days after this event, we 

also had our last rush control 
workshop, organised by the Soil 
Association. About 20 people 
came to hear Ian Cairns, an 
independent consultant, give an 
excellent presentation and prac-
tical workshop on why rushes 
have become so widespread and 
the different methods available 
to control them. Despite the odd 
rumble of thunder and a couple 
of heavy showers, the day was 
a great success. As well as rush 
control, topics such as which 
grass seed mixtures to choose for 
our part of the country and soil 
nutrient management were also 
covered.

The Caledonian Challenge was 
also back this year on the farms. 
Starting at Gairlochy, north of 
Fort William, it is 54 miles of 
running for the competitors, 
fi nishing on SRUC's Kirkton and 
Auchtertyre Farms, just beyond 
SRUC's Strathfi llan Wigwams. 
All the fi elds were ready and mar-
quees and tents had been erected. 
Another busy weekend for us too.

All in all, a busy time on the 
farms. Next time, I will be able to 
say how marking went and, with 
a bit of luck, we might even have 
some silage made.

By Ewen Campbell, SRUC Kirkton and Auchtertyre research 
farms manager

Open Farm Sunday at SRUC Kirkton  and Auchtertyre Farms. 
A25openfarm01no

Fish farm manager is up 
for national award at Royal 
Highland Show at Ingliston

SHEEP shearers came from as 
far afield as Campbeltown and 
Lochearnhead to Oban Live-
stock Centre to pit their skills 
against one another.

Under the eagle eyes of judges 
Neil MacPhail, Glenbarr, and 
Davie Anderson, of Barnak-
ill, Lochgilphead, 13 expert 
shearers were put through their 
paces handling some lively ewe 
hoggs.

Last Saturday’s competition 
was organised by North Argyll 
Young Farmers’ Club, and sec-
retary Alex Dunnings said: ‘It 
was a really good day, and 
the club would like to thank 

the judges and everyone who 
took part, as well as those who 
came along to spectate.

‘Thanks as well to Caledo-
nian Marts for the use of the 
mart; Duncan Buchanan, Dan 
McLaughlin and Fulton Ronald 
for supplying the sheep; Bron 
Campbell for the prizes; and to 
Caroline Ronald for opening up 
the cafeteria for the day.’

After the two judges had delib-
erated, Allan Mackenzie from 
Lochearnhead won the young 
farmers’ class for both hand and 
machine shearing, with the open 
winner being James MacDonald 
of Benderloch.

The main trophy winners and judges at the North 
Argyll Young Farmers’ Club sheep shearing 
competition held in Oban Livestock Centre. 
a26shearingcomp02no

Shearers compete at Oban mart

Left to right are Judge Neil Macphail with young farmer 
� rst prize winner Allan Mackenzie of Lochearnhead, open 
winner (machine and handshears) James MacDonald and 

judge Davie Anderson. a26shearingcomp01no

CALEDONIAN Marts Ltd sold 108 
store, breeding and OTM cattle 
along with 397 store hoggets, 
feeding ewes and ewe with 
lambs at foot. 

At the sale on Tuesday June 7, 
42 bullocks averaged 216p/kg or 
£537, selling to 248p/kg for a Lim-
ousin from A McIntyre, Arden-
traive, Colintraive and to £825 
for an Aberdeen Angus from B 
Walker, Carloonan, Inveraray. 

31 heifers averaged 203p/kg or 
£526, selling to 217p/kg (twice) 
for a Limousin from C McLarty, 
Homestead, Lochgilphead and 
Shorthorn from D J MacGillivray, 
Pennnygown, Isle of Mull, and 
to £700 for an Aberdeen Angus 
from J & S Anderson, Kilbride, 
Balvicar.

Among the OTM cattle, 23 
animals averaged 91p/kg or £479, 
selling to £790 for a Simmental 
from A MacDonald, 19 East 
Hynish, Isle of Tiree or to 118p/kg 
for the same beast. 

Breeding cattle averaged £836, 
selling to £890 for an Aberdeen 
Angus from B Walker, Carloonan. 

In the sheep ring, store hoggets 
averaged £52, selling to £78 for a 
pen of Texels from I Campbell & 
Son, Strongorm, Balvicar. Feed-
ing ewes averaged £54, selling to 
£80 for a pen of Cheviots from N 
Boase, Ardlarach, Lochgilphead.

Ewes with lambs at foot sold 
to £174 for a blackface ewe with 
twins from T Palmer, Achnacar-
ron, Lochgilphead.

FARMERS from Argyll joined 
others from the Forth and Clyde 
regions for a free farm fi re safety 
and crime prevention event.

The informal event was organ-
ised jointly by NFU Scotland, 
Police Scotland, the Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service, Forestry 
Commission Scotland and Scottish 
Land and Estates, and provided 
a key opportunity for farmers 
to discuss their rural crime and 
fi re-related issues.

Taking place at Luss Estates on 
Friday June 17, the event included 
practical demonstrations on se-

curity systems, crime prevention 
equipment and fi re safety tech-
niques.

Tom French, NFU Scotland’s 
regional chairman for Forth and 
Clyde, said: ‘NFU Scotland contin-
ues to work with partner agencies 
to provide farmers with practical 
advice on protecting their property. 
This event is the latest in a series of 
similar events being organised by 
the union across the country.

‘The day was well attended by 
farmers and others within the 
industry, and covered a wide range 
of rural issues.’

Safety � rst for farmers

Ardentraive bullock leads kilo prices at Oban sale
Cattle: other leading prices
Bullocks p/kg: 247p Aird & Pennygown; 244p and 
235p Aird; 225p Lagganulva (Mull); 222p Kilbride
Heifers p/kg: 211p Antium (Mull); 208p 
Knockvologan (Mull); 204p Homestead; 202p 
Fuinary
Bullocks/head: £790 Kilbride; £680 Ardentraive; 
£650 Kilbride; £610 Aird
Heifers/head: £670 Kilbride; £600 Leitch; £590 
and £570 Homestead; £530 Knovologan (Mull) 
and Fuinary
Sheep: other leading prices
Hoggets: £70 New� eld (Lismore) and Burg (Mull) 
- Tex; £64 Kilbride - BF; £62 Strongorm - BF; £62 
Tyree – Tex X; £60 Achnacarron – Chev; £58 
Homestead – BF
£58 Homestead – Chev X
Ewes: £72 Aird – BF; £70 123 Craigston (Barra) 
– Tex X; £66 Baligarve (Lismore) – Chev X; £66 
Ardlarach - Tex X; £65 Fiart (Lismore) and Tyree 
– Tex X; £60 Turnault and Pennygown – BF; £59 
Aird – BF
Ewes with lambs at foot: BF twins - £164 (twice) 
and £110 Homestead; Tex single - £130 Tyree

MARKET REPORT
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WANTED
WANTED

Fort William area
Large 4+ bedroom family 

house wanted
Ideally for purchase but 

willing to rent
Within 30mins driving 

distance of 
Fort William

Immediate access is 
possible.

Please contact 
Mr Gideon Pringle 

07747 487 232

It is likely to be the 
biggest purchase you 
will ever make, so 
ensuring you ask the 
right questions when 
viewing a potential 
new home is essen-
tial.

The National As-
sociation of Estate 
Agents has some tips 
to remember when 
viewing a property:

Spend some time 
thinking about what 
it is you want from 
your new home 
– What kind of prop-
erty will suit your 
lifestyle? What loca-
tion is most desirable 
and affordable? Do 
you want a garden? 
How many bedrooms 
do you need? Do you 
want a new or old 
property? Taking the 
time to identify what 
is important to you 
will save you time in 

your property search.
Preparation is key –

Be ready with a list of 
questions you want 
to ask the vendor and 
the estate agent. For 
example, asking how 
long the house has 
been on the market 
may give you a clue 
to any potential 
problems with the 
property. You might 
also need to ask; 
what fixtures and 
fitting will be left? 
What are the neigh-
bours like? Why is 
the vendor moving? 
What are the parking 
arrangements? How 
much does the prop-
erty cost to run?

In order to keep 
each property you 
view clear in your 
mind, it is best to take 
notes along the way.

Be observant – Look 
for any potential 

problems and costs 
such as dysfunctional 
guttering, cracks in 
the interior and ex-
terior walls or brown 
stains on the ceiling 
that may indicate a 
leaky roof for exam-
ple.

Try to visualise 
yourself living there 
– Ignore the décor as 

much as you can and 
try to think about 
whether your furni-
ture will fit into the 
house and how it will 
look with your style 
applied to it. View the 
property in daylight 
and be sure to check 
out the area at other 
times of the day. A 
quiet road might be 

manic during rush 
hour and a desirable 
neighbourhood may 
look different at 
night.

Be polite but don't 
feel uncomfortable 
looking around a 
house, it is a big 
investment to make, 
so it pays to be a little 
nosey.

  FORMER  KRISP PRINT OFFICE AND WORKSHOP  CAMPBELTOWN OFFERS IN THE REGION OF £40,000

Having had to move their expanding business to a larger premises the former Krisp Print OFFICE & WORKSHOP is now being 
offered to the market for sale. The property has an excellent trading situation being only a few moments walking distance from the 
centre of the town. Measuring approximately 92 sqm the premises could certainly be used for a wide variety of commercial uses, 
provided the necessary local authority consents are obtained. Divided into two main areas, the reception/ offi ce area has two wall 
mounted electric heaters, several power points and a telephone point. The main workshop is huge and extremely bright having a three 
large north west facing windows overlooking the rear courtyard which has a large portacabin belonging exclusively to the property.
An excellent opportunity to acquire a substantial building with diverse possibilities.

The Property Shop, 24/26 Longrow South, Campbeltown
Tel: 01586 553737     www.sbsproperty.co.uk    Email: sales@sbsproperty.co.uk

Also at  Colchester Square, Lochgilphead 
Tel: 01546 602903

Ask the right questions before buying a home

Properties for sale and let
w: www.west-property.co.uk     e: info@west-property.co.uk        t: 01631 569 466

The current 
state of the UK 

housing market is a 
prime example of how close it is 
tied to the economy and politics 
with prices still rising despite 
uncertainty about national 
� nance and the European Union 
referendum.

Indeed, while the possibility of 
the UK leaving the EU is having an 
e� ect, most notably on the prime 
property markets in London, the 
rest of the market is still seeing 
growth because supply isn’t 
keeping up with demand.

The Scottish property market 
has seen sales increase by eight 
per cent year on year by the end 
of the � rst quarter of 2016 and 
Savills is predicting price growth 
of three per cent for the year while 
values in cities and core hotspots 
are likely to rise even more.

It is clear there simply aren’t 
enough houses being built and as 
a result, house prices will continue 
to rise despite concerns over the 
economy and the potential e� ects 
of leaving the EU.

Overall, aspiring home buyers 
face a tricky time getting the 

sums to add up to move up 
the housing ladder with such 
a large number of unknown 
factors swirling around at the 
moment. This time last year 
everyone was predicting that 
interest rates would have moved 
by now but they are still at an 
historic low. The EU referendum 
is not generally suppressing the 
market, although some buyers 
who are in a position to do so are 
adopting a wait and see attitude 
- and then there is the lack of 
supply.

The low interest rate 
environment is proving a major 
support of prices in the UK. Prices 
may be high and affordability an 
issue in certain areas of the UK 
but low borrowing costs mean 
demand is still there.

If the UK leaves Europe there 
will probably be a dampening 
effect but if the status quo 
prevails then property prices 
will continue their upward trend. 
So with mortgage availability 
increasing, high housing 
demand and low interest rates, I 
see no end to the steady increase 
in house prices during 2016.

UK house prices continue 
upward despite uncertainty 
over EU and the economy

33 Combie Street, Oban

OIRO £63,000
33 Combie Street- A compact 1 bedroom top � oor 
� at close to Oban town centre. This � at comprises a 
lounge, small bedroom, kitchen and shower room. 
The property is decorated in neutral colours and 
bene� ts from double glazing throughout.

• Top Floor Flat
• 1 Bedroom / 

Shower Room
• Central location
• Excellent rental investment
• EPC Rating - F (33)

Albert Street, Tobermory

OIRO £240,000

• Mid Terraced House
• 5 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms
• Detached Workshop
• Central location
• Walking distance to 

amenities
• EPC Rating - F(35)

Glenelg - A deceptively spacious 5 bedroom mid-terrace house 
in Tobermory on the Isle of Mull. The property comprises a small 
porch which leads to a spacious lounge dining room on the 
ground � oor with the kitchen and family bathroom at the rear. 
Upstairs there are 5 bedrooms with 1 en-suite shower room.

Uisken, Bunessan

OIRO £255,000

• Extended Traditional 
Grade B Listed Cottage

• Beautifully restored cottage
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• 0.25 acres private garden
• Remote situation with 

village amenities close by
• EPC Rating - D67

Braigh - O� ers a rare opportunity to purchase 
a lovingly restored traditional Grade B Listed 
cottage with modern annex. The cottage was 
originally thatched and formed part of the historic 
settlement of Knocknafenaig, the ruined remains 
of which can be seen surrounding Braigh. 

NEW LISTING

Beadoun, Tobermory

Guide price £390,000

• Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms - All Ensuite
• Fantastic Views over the 

Bay and Sound of Mull
• Garage And Garden
• Highly Desirable Location
• EPC Rating - D(62)

The Lookout is a stunning 3 bedroom detached house in an elevated 
position enjoying panoramic sea views of the town of Tobermory, 
Sound of Mull and the Ardnamurchan Peninsula. This property 
o� ers a rare opportunity to acquire a spacious and modern house 
which enjoys a great deal of privacy but is close to all of Tobermory’s 
amenities.

UNDER OFFER

4 Stevenson Street, Oban

£440
Per Calendar Month

• One bedroom � at
• Located Centrally in Oban
• Unfurnished
• White goods included
• Council Tax Band tbc
• EPC - D
• Landlord Reg: 

91986/130/31040
• Deposit and References required

Four, well presented 1 bedroom flats available in 
Oban town centre. Each bright flat comprises of 
lounge/kitchen area, bedroom and bathroom.

4 FLATS 
AVAILABLE

Shuna Terrace, Oban

£550
Per Calendar Month

• 3 bedroom top � oor
• Available July 2016
• 3 bedroom ground � oor
• Available August 2016
• Council Tax Band B
• Deposit and References 

required

Modern 3 Bedroom Property in upper Oban.The accommodation comprises of 
2 double bedrooms with built-in wardrobes & 1 single bedroom. There is a 
spacious kitchen, lounge, bathroom with bath & shower plus a separate WC.

2 FLATS 
AVAILABLE

25 Stevenson Street, Oban

£460
Per Calendar Month

• One bedroom � at
• Located Centrally in Oban
• Unfurnished First Floor
• Council Tax Band A
• EPC - B(84)
• Landlord Reg: 342259/130/31461
• Deposit and References required
• AVAILABLE NOW

One bedroom � at located centrally in Oban. 
Open plan living room and modern kitchen with 
spacious double bedroom and shower bathroom.

NEWLY 
RENOVATED

Glencruitten, Oban

£750
Per Calendar Month

• 4 Bedroom Farmhouse, 
near Oban

• EPC - E (49)
• Council Tax - Band E
• Landlord Reg: 19225/130/24330
• Deposit & References 

Required
• AVAILABLE MID AUGUST 2016

A rural 4 bedroom farm house situated in Glencruitten (approx. 15 minute 
drive from Oban town centre). The accommodation is comprised of 4 
bedrooms (2 en-suite), 4 bathrooms in total, small o�  ce, kitchen, lounge 
with stove, sun lounge and a large outside store.

AVAILABLE
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

07974 310251

Honda quad bike, 2012, TRX500

Excellent condition, 
low hours plus extra 
wide ATV style tyres. 
Buyer to collect from 
nr. Oban 

 £5000 O.N.O.

Tel: 07796 760830 
No Time Wasters

Iveco Camper, 2004
One years MoT, 
new generator, Very 
good condition, 
room for motocross 
bike. Fitted out and 
ready to go!
£5,000 ono

Having driven neither a Subaru nor 
an automatic before, I came to the 
road with no real expectations of the 
Levorg, good or bad. 

It is being touted as the successor 
to the manufacturer’s fl agship car, 
the Legacy, but whether or not it is a 
worthy successor, we were about to 
fi nd out. 

In terms of looks the Levorg is a 
fairly handsome beast, with its gaping 
air intake that you associate with its 
sport older brother the Impreza and 
fl ared arches, however, there's no 
mistaking it as a large family estate 
car. In saying that, when you get 
behind the wheel it really doesn't 
feel that big, in fact it feels pretty 
nimble yet fi rmly planted due to its 
all-wheel drive (AWD) system, a 
system the manufacturer has honed 
and developed over 40 years of world 
rallying. 

Agility and handling are two areas 
Subaru really focused on when 
developing the vehicle and those 
years of experience meant the 
Levorg was pretty tidy when driving 
on Argyll’s tight and twisting roads 
thanks, in part, to the SI-Drive system 
which provides Intelligent, Sport, 
and Sport Sharp throttle settings – a 
toy for those who like to tinker with 
the car set-up – and partly due to 
the AWD, which is permanently on 
and automatically kicks in if traction 
deteriorates. It particularly comes 
into its own in the wet, ice and snow. 

Power comes from a 1.6 direct 
injection boxer petrol engine, with 
the lower centre of gravity and even 
weight distribution providing better 
handling. However, while the steering 
is weighty and accurate, if you’re a 
little too ambitious entering a corner 
you will encounter understeer. In 
saying that, there’s a good amount of 

grip in wet and dry,  the suspension is 
fi rm but shrugs bumpy roads off fairly 
well, and the traction allows for plenty 
of confi dence behind the wheel.   

While the Levorg is set up to be driven 
in automatic mode, you can also shift 
it into manual and fl ick through the 

gears with paddleshifters, or do as I 
did and keep it in automatic but use 
the paddleshifters to drop gears if  
you are planning on overtaking. 

Regardless of the mode, progress 
was pretty smooth and comfortable, 
if a little unexciting. Having driven a 
geared car for 30-odd years, I found 
the lack of engagement my only 
real issue with the car. The ‘elastic-
band’ delay you get in an automatic 
when pushing for more speed was 

annoying. But that is just down to 
personal preferance.

When it comes to the interior, the 
Levorg comes with full leather trim as 
standard and a generous level of kit. 
Its dashboard is clean and intuitive, 
with a neat driver's instrument 
binnacle. The car’s centre console 
offers a good seven-inch touch 
screen infotainment system and sat 

nav, which is particularly easy to 
use. The car also comes with LED 
headlights, heated seats, four USB 
ports, dual-zone air-conditioning, 
as well as blind spot monitoring and 
parking assistance. 

The driving position and ride 
comfort were spot on, and there is 
good all-round visability. Relatively 
thin door pillars, a low window line 
and dashboard all make the Levorg 
easy to see out of.

Myself and a colleague who also 
tested the vehicle are both tall and 
the set up allowed for plenty of leg 
room that didn’t leave you stretching 
for the steering wheel. This space 
is ideal for long road trips, as is the 
cruise control feature and bluetooth 
connectivity. 

The Levorg also offers plenty 
of headroom and leg room for 
passengers, while the boot is ample, 
with around 1,446 litres capacity and 
some nifty under fl oor storage. The 
rear seats fold down fl at effortlessly 
at the simple push of a button - no 
faffi ng about with levers and 
seatbelts.

Other nice little features are the 
keyless ignition, the hill holder 
function and the auto dimming 
rear view mirror. Build quality is 

excellent as are the quality fi nishes.
 But, and there is a but, where the 
vehicle is let down is its fuel economy. 
It only offers around 40mpg, which is 
disappointing compared to its rivals.

Having never driven an automatic 
before, I wasn’t expecting to like it, 
but was pleasantly surprised with the 
Levorg. It’s a well built, comfortable 
car, with plenty of space for all your 
family needs – whether that be 
holidays or just running the kids to 
school. It’s also a pleasurable car to 
drive – both my colleague and I were 
disappointed at having to revert back 
to our more humble vehicles! 

For what you get, including a decent 
amount of technology, the Levorg’s 
price tag offers reasonable value for 
money. And its rugged and practical 
set up means it pretty well suited to 
the west of Scotland lifestyle.

Car dealer – would you like a 
review of your car in The Oban 
Times? Call 01631 568000 to fi nd 
out more details.

Driveti mes team REVIEW
The Oban Times editor Susan Windram puts the Subaru Levorg through its paces

ENGINE
START
STOP

KEEPING ARGYLL MOTORING - HELENSBURGH MOTOR SALES
HELENSBURGH Motor Sales is an 

independent, privately owned company 
having traded for 39 years. It has 
represented the Toyota brand since in-
ception and is consistently recognised 
for excellent customer care in Scotland 
and the UK.  It has represented the Subaru 
brand since July 2015.   From its two sites 
in Helensburgh, it covers Argyll & Bute 
areas with a one-stop shop for new 
and used car sales, service, parts and 
Kitemark approved accident repair centre.

We can uplift and deliver or provide 
a free courtesy car whilst we carry out 
your yearly servicing just let us know 
what is best for your needs.  Helens-
burgh town has undergone a recent 
facelift and is well worth a visit.  Come 
and experience the excellent choice 
of restaurants and co� ee shops or 
do some sightseeing. You will not be 
disappointed with the excellent service 
we provide.

To make an enquiry and book a test drive, please get in touch with the team online, by phone or in person soon.  Call 01436 584342 Or Email helensburgh-subaru.co.uk

01355 301008 or 07706 4I6065

 TOYOTA HILUX D/C 3.0
D4-D Auto 2009, 
Leather, cruise, AC, 
tinted, 1 owner, V.G.C, 
Prolong treated, 
alloy tonneau + Ifor 
canopy, 144k,14 
Dealer service stamps. 
Glasgow/Ross of Mull.

£7,950 no VAT

Call 
01631 

568000 
to sell your car, 

van,caravan 
or boat with 

The Oban Times

Tel 01471 820162

Land Rover Discovery V8
LPG, 3950cc, 01 plate, MOT March, 
2017. FSH, Maroon, No advisories, 

plus all MOT’s, 129,030 miles, great 
condition, cheap to run

£3,200ono. 

T: 01586554480 M: 07788923890

Drascombe Lugger
launching/road
trailer, 6hp 
outboard ideal 
starter boat for 
a family. 

01586554480 or 07788923890

Carabee 13 ft rib
with new 
Yamaha 30hp 
(tiller gear change) 
on launching/
road trailer,
o� ers when seen

01700 811366

VW Transporter T32
150bhp day 
van, lined and 
insulated, rock & 
roll bed, swivel 
seat, electrics, 
led lighting.
£5000
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Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
any 4x4 vehicle, Landrover, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc, all makes and models, any 
age, mileage or condition, non runners/

MOT failures accepted.  Collection 
anywhere.  Top cash prices paid.

Telephone 
07340367285 

or 01382 
843415

WANTED
Any 4x4, 

Landrover, 
Nissan, 

Mitsubishi, 
Toyota etc, 

MOT failure or 
high mileage 
considered.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

Contact William 07730 130284 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED
Wanted motor homes, caravanettes 

and camper vans, all makes or 
models considered.  Also touring 

caravans and statics, instant 
decision, same day payment.

16ft Orkney Spinner

Phone Evenings 01631 770647

Trailer,
5 hp Honda engine, 
oars/lights
anchor, slated � oor

£1800 ono

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range 
from £5,995*

USED CARS
65/16 Dacia Sandero Laureate, DCi, 5Dr, Black, 200 Miles.........£9,995
65 Dacia Sandero Ambience, 1.5 DCi , 5Dr, Red,
Delivery Mileage ......................................................................£8,995
64 Dacia Stepway  Ambience DCi, White, 6,300 Miles...............£7,500
14 Renault Scenic DYN, Energy DCi, 1.5, T/T, Black, 
15,250 Miles ..........................................................................£12,250
64 Renault Twingo DYN TCE SS, 3Dr ,White, 13,600 Miles ................... £8,295
14 Renault Clio DYN M/Nav 1.2,  5 Dr Red, 10,850 Miles...........£9,250
62/13 Renault Megane DYN, 1.6, Coupe, Silver, 18,000 Miles...............£9,450
13 Renault Megane, DYN, DCi, M/Nav,Sport Tourer, Blue, 21,000 Miles.....£9,450

13 Dacia Duster Laureate, DCi, 4x2, Blue, 35,000 Miles.............£9,250
12 Vauxhall Corsa, 1.4SE, 5Dr Grey, 55000 Miles ...................................£4,950
61 Renault Wind Roadster, GT Line 1.6 Convertible, Black, 
58,000 Miles ........................................................................................£5,250
59 Ford Focus 1.6 TDi Estate, Gray 93,000 Miles .......................£3,595
59 Nissan Note, Visia, 1.5, 5Dr, Blue, 65,000 Miles.....................£3750
09 Nissan Qashqai Visia, 1.6, Silver, 67,500 Miles.......................£5950
58 Citreon Berlingo 1.6, M-SP VTR 90, Silver, 76250 Miles............. £3,750        
                                                                                                                   
COMMERCIALS
65 Renault Tra�  c SL27 Business+ DCi Silver, 10 Miles ......£13,750+VAT

15 Renault Tra�  c SL27 Business, DCi, White, 3900 Miles ..£12,500+VAT
62 Renault Tra�  c LL29 Sport, DCI, Black, 122,000 Miles .....£7,250+VAT
11 Vauxhall Combo 1700 cdti, white, 61,000 miles .............£4,250+VAT
11 Renault Kangoo LL Maxi, DCO, White, 48,000 Miles ........£4,750+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ............................................. £7,000 plus VAT
60 Renault Kangoo ML19, DCi, White, 54,000 Miles ............£4,500+VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White......................................................... POA

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Scenic 1.6               Vauxhall Corsa 1.2              Renault Kangoo DCi

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Any of our pre registered or used stock can 
now be viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. 
Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. 
Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

Car & Van Hire from both branches. FIND US 

WD Semple
Tel 0135 626 013

WANTED
Motor Homes, Caravans and 

Camper Vans, any year size or 
condition, even damp or damaged.

Will collect.

Westerly Pentland

Phone: 
07748448665 

or 
01470 552 212

ketch.  9.41 
meters.  Bilge 
keel.  Beta Marine 
28 engine.

Tel: 01583 431677 (Carradale)

HUNTER DELTA 25
GRP, hydraulic LK, frac 
rig, VHF (ICOM) Bermudan
sloop, Trailer, Mariner 
5HP OB 4 stroke as new, 
Clipper E/S, 19 kgCQR 
& 30m. Bruce 7.5 & 5m 
chain, portapotti toilet.

£5,750 Must Be Seen

20ft Shetland 535

Telephone 01397 701221

Almost ready 
for water, with 
or without 
outboard.

£2,000ono

Fisher 437 For Sale Stable 14’ Boat

Tel 07831853394 (Fort William)

Cuddy on a coaster 3 
trailer 9.8 Hp. Tohatsu 
2 stroke, fuel tank etc.
Waterproof storage, 
bouyancy lockers.
Has seen little use, is all 
in very good condition. 
Oars, small auxiliary 
engine, ready to launch/
� sh.

£2600 ono

13ft Tohatsu Rib

For any info phone or text 
07827470605

25hp tohatsu 4T shaft 
2007 engine. Great 
runner never had any 
problems was bought 
from new and done 
very little hours.
Located in Port Ellen, 
Islay.

£1800 ono

Discovery Sport SE Tech 180 (7 Seat) Manual Representative Example

On the Road Price*                            £34,295.00 

Customer Deposit                                £8,830.00

Total Amount of Credit                      £25,465.00

Purchase Fee (incl. in final payment)         £10.00

36 Monthly Payments                              £349.00

Final Payment                                     £17,339.00

Total Amount Payable                        £38,733.00

Duration of Agreement                       37 months

Representative APR %                          6.9% APR

Interest Rate (Fixed) %                               6.69% 

*The model pictured is a Discovery Sport SE Tech with optional extras of Xenon pack (£985) and metallic paint
(£625) at an On the Road price of £35,905.
Morrisons Land Rover is a trading style of Morrisons (Land Rover Limited) who is acting as a credit broker and not
a lender.

DISCOVERY SPORT

FOR BACKSEAT CLIMBERS, 
PADDLERS AND CAMPERS.

Official Fuel Consumption Figures for the Discovery Sport range in mpg (l/100km): Urban 44.1 (6.4) – 50.4 (5.6), Extra Urban 61.4 (4.7) – 62.8 (4.5), Combined 53.3 (5.3) – 57.7 (4.9). CO2 emissions 139 – 129 g/km.

The figures provided are as a result of official manufacturer’s tests in accordance with EU legislation. A vehicle’s actual fuel consumption may differ from that achieved in such tests and these figures are for comparative purposes only. 
Representative Example relates to a Discovery Sport SE Tech 180 Manual. Representative 6.9% APR available on Discovery Sport SE Tech 180 Manual models registered between 1st April to 30th June at participating Retailers only. With Land Rover Freedom Personal Contract Purchase you
have the option at the end of the agreement to: (1) return the vehicle and not pay the Final Payment. If the vehicle has exceeded the allowed mileage a charge per excess mile will apply. In this example, 14p per excess mile up to 4,999, or for excess mileage of 5,000 or more, a charge of
28p will apply to each excess mile above the allowed mileage. If the vehicle is in good condition and has not exceeded the allowed mileage you will have nothing further to pay; (2) pay the Final Payment to own the vehicle or (3) part exchange the vehicle subject to settlement of your
existing credit agreement; new credit agreements are subject to status. Representative example is based upon an annual mileage of 10,000 miles. Credit is subject to status and only available to applicants aged 18 and over resident in Mainland UK and N.Ireland. 
This credit offer is only available through Black Horse Limited trading as Land Rover Financial Services, St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff CF10 5BH. We can introduce you to Land Rover Financial Services and a limited number of other lenders to provide funding for your vehicle.
We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing you to such lenders.

Take a look at our latest finance packages to see how close you 
are to the ultimate in family adventure.

Morrisons Land Rover
Whins of Milton, Stirling, Stirlingshire FK7 8EP
01786 814888

morrisons.stirling.landrover.co.uk
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First Registration 
of a Croft

Neil Black has registered 
his croft 4 Achosragan 
(Share), Lismore and Appin 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by February 
26, 2017.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2741.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

APPLICATIONS

C W Nisbet
Upper Kilchattan, Colonsay
0.011 ha – Storage Shed 
67545

K Hughes
17 Balevullin, Tiree
0.070 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house 
67566

T Glen
Whitestone, Saddell & 
Skipness
0.185 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house 
66937

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission 
by any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the land, 
within 28 days of the date 
of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW or info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

First Registration 
of a Croft

Colin Campbell and Anne 
Campbell have registered 
their croft, 64 & 65 
Banavie, Kilmallie on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by March 26, 
2017.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2644.

PUBLIC NOTICES

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

16/02114/FUL

16/02620/FUL

Development  Address

Land 100M North of Glen 
Rowan Farm, Morar

Youth Hostel,Glen Nevis,Fort 
William

Proposal Description

Erection of stables (in retrospect) 
Change of use of land from 
agricultural to riding centre

Demolition of existing youth hostel 
and erection of new youth hostel 
including landscaping, car parking, 
access and other associated works

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –13.30-
16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during 
their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/01328/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Quarry Garage Kilchrenan 
Taynuilt Argyll And Bute 
PA35 1HD 

Sub Post Office Taynuilt

16/01655/PP Formation of vehicular access Meadowbank Keills Isle Of 
Islay Argyll And Bute PA46 
7RF 

Sub Post Office Port 
Askaig

16/01596/PP Installation of insulated render system 2 Monadhbeg Houses Dervaig 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA75 6QJ 

Sub Post Office Dervaig

16/01613/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation 
of sewage treatment plant, upgrading of 
existing access, temporary siting of caravan 
and replacement garage/workshop (change 
of roof colour from planning permission 
reference 15/00367/PP from barn red to 
slate blue)

Ar Dachaidh Lerags Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4SE 

Oban Area Office

16/01615/PP Re-roofing of buildings to replace existing 
slate/felt finish with metal corrugated 
roofing (colour black)

1 - 4 Charles Street Stafford 
Street Oban Argyll And Bute 

Oban Area Office

16/01484/PP Demolition of agricultural buildings, 
erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of vehicular 
access

Land North Of 17 Balevullin 
Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute 
PA77 6XD 

Tiree Area Office

16/01449/PP Transit Berthing Facility comprising; 
pontoons, breakwater, landing platform, 
access bridges, intermediate platform, 
pile guides, access gate, waste bins and 
temporary construction compound

North Of North Pier And West 
Of The Corran Esplanade Oban 
Bay Oban Argyll And Bute 

Oban Area Office

16/01694/PP Renewal of planning permission 
reference 13/02165/PP (Change of use 
and renovation of former chapel to form 
dwellinghouse)

Former Chapel South Of 
Newcroft Bunessan Isle Of 
Mull Argyll And Bute 

Bunessan Post Office

16/01597/PP Installation of insulated render system 121 Frederick Crescent Port 
Ellen Isle Of Islay Argyll And 
Bute PA42 7BQ 

Sub Post Office Port Ellen

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

BREEDON AGGREGATES
BLAST AT BANAVIE QUARRY 

FRIDAY 24TH JUNE  
BETWEEN 12PM-2PM

Solo singing competitions 5-6 
years 

GM solo singing, 5-6 yrs – 1 
Eilidh Morrison, Acharacle 
Primary School; 2 Donnie Ma-
cAskill, Acharacle Primary 
School; 3 Erin Rowantree, 
Acharacle Primary School; Lo-
cal own choice, 5-6 yrs – 1 Erin 
Rowantree, Acharacle Primary 
School; Learners solo singing -  
B&G 5-6 yrs - 1 Mary-Anne 
Haining, Ardgour Primary 
School; 2 Cohan MacConachie, 
Strontian Primary School; 3 
Jacob Dugdale, Comumn 
Gaidhealach Mhuile; GM solo 
singing B&G 7-8 yrs – 1 Alas-
dair MacKay, Acharacle Pri-
mary School; 2 Alexander Per-
van, Acharacle Primary School; 
3 Murdo Morrison, Bunsgoil 
Mhalaig; Local own choice, 
7-8yrs – 1 Alasdair MacKay, 
Acharacle Primary School; 
2Verity Lawrence, Lochaline 
Primary School; 3 Maisie Car-
michael, Strontian Primary 
School; Learners solo singing 
B&G 7-8 yrs – 1 Verity Law-
rence, Comunn Gaidhealach 
Mhuile; 2 Rowan Willis, Co-
munn Gaidhealach Mhuile; 3 
Kathryn Carmichael, Comunn 
Gaidhealach Mhuile; 9-10 yrs: 
Learners solo singing girls 9-10 
yrs – 1 Layla Macintyre, Co-
munn Gaidhealach Mhuile; 2= 
Holly Cameron, Maria MacLa-
chlan, Kilchoan Primary 
School, Isabella Sutherland, 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile; 
Learners solo singing boys 9-10 
yrs – 1 Jamie Rowantree, Acha-
racle Primary School; 2 Liam 
Cameron, Lochaline Primary 
School; GM solo singing boys, 
9-10 yrs – 1 Parker Dawes, 
Acharacle Primary School; 2 
Callan Griffin, Bunsgoil 
Mhalaig, 3 Alexander McDon-
nell, Bunsgoil Mhalaig; GM 
solo singing girls - 9-10yrs - 1 
Evie Kellet, Comunn Gaid-
healach Mhuile; 2 Lily Howitt, 
Comunn Gaidhealach; Local 
own choice, 9-10yrs -  1 Layla 

Macintyre, Lochaline; 2 Megan 
MacDonald, Strontian, 3 Iona 
Willis, Drimnin;  Local own 
choice 11-12 yrs – 1 Floriana 
Lawrence, Lochaline Primary 
School; 2 Archie Kennedy, Lo-
chaline Primary School; 3 
Maighsi Rough, Acharacle Pri-
mary School;  Learners solo 
singing, girls 11-12yrs – 1 Flori-
ana Lawrence, Comunn Gaid-
healach Mhuile; 2 Emma Ma-
cLachlan, Kilchoan Primary 
School; 3 Chloe Curtis, Kilcho-
an Primary School; Learners 
solo singing, boys 11-12 yrs – 1 
Archie Kennedy, Lochaline 
Primary School; 2= Hamish 
Kennedy, Comunn Gaid-
healach Muile, Alexander 
Dugdale, Comunn Gaid-
healach Mhuile; GM solo sing-
ing, girls 11-12yrs - 1 Laura 
Robertson, Fort William; 2= 
Josephine Matheson, Achara-
cle Primary School, Hannah 
Russell, Cumbernauld; GM 
solo singing boys, 11-12 yrs - 1 
Liam Morrison, Bunsgoil 
Mhalaig; Learners solo singing, 
boys 13-15yrs - 1 Finlay Camer-
on; Learners solo singing, girls 
13-15yrs -  1 Rachel Bolton, 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile; 
Local own choice, 13-15yrs - 1 
Janie Patterson, Salen; 2= Ra-
chel Bolton, Lochaline, Finlay 
Cameron, Lochaline. Senior 
Section: Song of the district - 1 
Donna Dugdale, Tobermory; 
Learners - ladies - 1 Fiona 
Cameron, Acharacle; 2 Rena 
Gertz, Prestonpans; Prescribed 
- Ladies and men - 1 Fiona 
Cameron, Acharacle; 2 Donna 
Dugdale, Tobermory; 3 Rena 
Gertz, Prestonpans; Learners 
Traditional Singing - 1 Donna 
Dugdale, Tobermory; Trophies 
awarded for solo singing- Daily 
Record Cuach for the highest 
gaelic mark - local solo - 5-8yrs 
Alasdair MacKay, Acharacle 
and Verity Lawrence, Loch-
aline. Kate Stewart Memorial 
Cup for highest mark in music- 
local solo - 5-8yrs - Erin Row-

antree and Alasdair MacKay, 
Acharacle. Mòd Aird nam 
Murchan Trophy for highest 
mark attained in music and 
gaelic - Open 5-8yrs - Eilidh 
Morrison, Acharacle. John S 
Thomson, Glenborrodale Cup 
for the highest gaelic mark at-
tained in any of the competi-
tions - local solo - 9 under 13yrs 
- Floriana Lawrence, Loch-
aline. Peter MacQueen, Ar-
dgour Memorial Cup for the 
highest mark in music in any of 
the competitions - local solo - 9 
under 13yrs - Megan MacDon-
ald, Oigridh Shuaineart. Mòd 
Aird nam Murchan Trophy for 
the highest mark attained in 
music and gaelic - open - 9 un-
der 13yrs - Evie Kellett - Co-
munn Gaidhealach Mhuile. 
Scottish Natural Heritage Tro-
phy for the highest total in 
gaelic and music solo - 13-18yrs 
- Janie Patterson, Ardnamur-
chan High School. Christina 
Maclaren Memorial Trophy 
highest mark in gaelic - Donna 
Dugdale, Tobermory. MacLean 
of Ardgour Memorial Chal-
lenge Trophy for the highest 
mark attained in gaelic and 
music - Fiona Cameron, Achar-
acle. Sheila Dewar Memorial 
Cup - song of the district - Don-
na Dugdale, Tobermory. 
Choirs- Learners Puirt-a-Beul 
under 13yrs - 1 Comunn Gaid-
healach Mhuile; 2 Kilchoan 
primary School; 3 Lochaline 
Primary School; Fluent Puirt-
a-Beul - 1 Còisir Bun-sgoil an 
t-Sailein; Learners - Choral 
Unison - prescribed - 1 Achara-
cle Primary School; 2 Oigridh 
Shuaineart; Fluent - Choral 
Unison - prescribed - 1 Còisir 
Bun-sgoil an  t-Sailein; Senior 
Choir - own choice - 1 Burach. 
Trophies awarded for Choral 
Singing - Joan Smith Memorial 
Cup for choir with highest total 
mark in gaelic and music pri-
mary and secondary - Achara-
cle Primary School; Convenor’s 
Cup for highest total mark in 

gaelic and music in Puirt-a-
Beul primary and secondary - 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile. 
Conductor’s Baton for unison 
or harmony 2 songs - Ceilear 
Cup for the highest mark in 
music - Bùrach. Oral Competi-
tions: 5-8 yrs - GM Poetry 
Recitation - 5-6yrs - 1 Ruaraidh 
Mac Ill’Eathain, Salen Primary 
School; 2 Floraidh Thorne, 
Salen Primary School; 3= Sien-
na Nic an Rothaich, Salen Pri-
mary School, Bailidh Nic’llle 
Dhuinn, Salen Primary School; 
GM conversation, 5-6 yrs – 1 
Donnie MacAskill, Acharacle 
Primary School; 2= Duncan 
MacAulay, Acharacle Primary 
School; Eilidh Morrison, Acha-
racle Primary School; Alistair 
MacGillivray, Acharacle Pri-
mary School; GM conversation 
- 7-8yrs - 1 Murdo Morrison, 
Mallaig Primary School; 2= 
Alasdair MacKay, Acharacle 
Primary School, Ruaraidh Ma-
cAulay, Acharacle Primary 
School;  GM poetry recitation 
- 7yrs- 1 Eva Griffin, Mallaig 
Primary School; 2 Alasdair 
MacKay, Acharacle Primary 
School; Murchaidh Moireas-
dan, Salen Primary School; 
GM poetry recitation - 8yrs - 1 
Caris Nic’llle Dhuinn, Salen 
Primary School; 2 Eudaidh 
Thorne, Salen Primary School; 
3 Seonaidh Mac a’Phail, Salen 
Primary School; Learners po-
etry 7-8 yrs - 1 Edie Crosby, 
Kilchoan Primary School; 2 
Amy MacLachlan, Kilchoan 
Primary School; 3= Seumas 
McIntyre, Strontian Primary 
School, Daniel Craig, Ardgour 
Primary School; GM Poetry 
Recitation - 9yrs - 1 Parker 
Dawes, Acharacle Primary 
School; 2=Catriona Cam-
shron, Eubhaid Kellet, Salen 
Primary School; GM Poetry 
Recitation - 10yrs - 1 Rio 
Mac’llle Dhuinn, Salen Prima-
ry Chool; 2 Eubhna Nic a’Phi, 
Salen Primary School; Learn-
ers Poetry Recitation 9-10yrs - 

1 Jamie Rownatree, Acharacle 
Primary School, 2 Isla Crosbie, 
Kilchoan Primary School, 3= 
Megan Curtis, Kilchoan Pri-
mary School, Ellen Munro, 
Ardgour Primary School; GM 
Conversation - 9-10yrs - 1 Mi-
chael Doherty, Acharacle Pri-
mary School; 2 Orla Morrison, 
Mallaig Primary School; 
Learners Poetry Recitation - 
11-12yrs - 1 Archie Campbell, 
Strontian Primary School; 
T-Jay Haining, Ardgour Prima-
ry School; 3= Floriana Law-
rence, Comunn Gaidhealach 
Mhuile, Hamish Kennedy, Co-
munn Gaidhealach Mhuile; 
GM Poetry Recitation 11-12yrs 
- 1 Hannah Russell, Cumber-
nauld; Frances MacDonald, 
Ardnamurchan High School; 3 
Laura Robertson, Fort Wil-
liam; GM Conversation - 11-
12yrs - 1 Sean MacLellan, 
Acharacle Primary School; 2= 
Serena Matheson, Acharacle 
Primary School, Maighsi 
Rough, Acgaracke Primary 
School, Laura Robertson, Fort 
William; Fluent conversation -  
13-15yrs - 1 Rachel Ford, Ard-
namurchan High School; 2= 
Naimh MacLellan, Fern 
MacGillivray, Maryann 
MacPherson, Ardnamurchan 
High School; Fluent Poetry 
Recitation - 13-15yrs - 1 Rachel 
Ford, Ardnmaurchan High 
School; Learners Poetry - 13-
15yrs - 1 Rachel Bolton, Co-
munn Gaidhealach Mhuile; 2 
Rona McIntyre, Oigridh 
Shuaineart; 3= Mitchell 
MacPherson, Colin MacDon-
ald, Oigridh Shuaineart. Tro-
phies awarded for Oral Compe-
titions - Swordle Cup for the 
highest gaelic mark attained 
local learner under 13yrs - Edie 
Crosbie, Kilchoan; Mod Ard-
namurchan Trophy for the 
highest mark in poetry - Parker 
Dawes, Acharacle; Graham 
Croll Trophy for highest gaelic 
mark attained in any of the oral 
competitions - Parker Dawes, 

Acharacle; Lochaber Develop-
ment Quaich for conversation - 
open 5-8yrs - Murdo Morrison, 
Mallaig. Special Competitions 
- Own Choice - Local; Action 
Song - under 10yrs - 1 Ardgour 
Primary School; 2 Acharacle 
Primary School; 3 Salen Prima-
ry School; Action Song - under 
13yrs - Salen primary School; 
Music Making - 13-18yrs - 1 
Oigridh Shuaineart; Music 
Making - under 13yrs - 1 Strini-
tan Primary School A; 2 Stron-
tian Primary School B; Folk 
Group - under 13yrs - 1 Achar-
acle Primary School; 2 Stron-
tian Primary School; Folk 
Group - under 18 yrs - 1 Comh-
lan Ardsgoil Aird nam Mur-
chan; 2 Oigridh Shuaineart; 
Duets 10yrs and under - 1 Evie 
Kellett and Lily Howitt, Co-
munn Gaidhealach Mhuile; 
Duets 12yrs and under - 1 Ra-
chel Bolton and Florianan 
Lawrence, Comunn Gaid-
healach Mhuile.Trophies for 
Special Competitions -  The 
Mod Airdnamurchan Shield 
for action song under 10yrs - 
Ardgour Primary School. The 
Longrigg Cup for Music Mak-
ing - Oigridh Shuaineart. In-
strumental - Clarsach Beginner 
- 1 Alice Munro, Ardgour Pri-
mary School; 2 Holly Dodman, 
Banavie; Clarsach Elementary 
- 1 Aine O’Rua, Glenfinnan; 2 
Frances MacDonald, Ardn-
maurchan High School; 3 Sere-
na Matheson, Acharacle Pri-
mary School; Fiddle - under 
13yrs - 1 Frances MacDonald, 
Ardnamurchan High School; 
2= Jodi MacLennan, Jose-
phine Matheson, Acharacle 
Primary School; 3 Emma Mel-
lis, Strontian Primary School; 
Fiddle - 13-18yrs - 1 Megan 
MacPherson, Ardnamurchan 
High School; Accordion - un-
der 13 - 1 Katie Cameron, Ar-
dgour Primary School; 2= Al-
exander MacLeod, Ardgour 
Primary School, Sean MacLen-
nan, Acharacle Primary 

School; Accordion - 13-18yrs - 1 
Kenny Murdo MacLennan, 
Ardnmaurchan High School; 
Tin Whistle - under 13yrs - 1 
Murdo Morrison, Bunsgoil 
Mhalai; 2 Megan MacLeod, 
Bunsgoil Mhalaig; Tin Whistle 
- 13yrs and over - 1 Colin Mac-
Donald, Oigridh Shuaineart; 2 
Mitchell MacPherson, Oigridh 
Shuaineart; Piano - under 13yrs 
- 1 Josephine Matheson, Acha-
racle Primary School; Guitar - 
under 13yrs - beginners - 1 JJ 
Blackley, Acharacle Primary 
School; 2 Ruaridh Morrison, 
Mallaig Primary School; 3 Al-
exander McDonnell, Mallaig 
Primary School; Guitar - under 
13yrs - 1 Nathan Pleming, Ard-
namurchan High School, 2= 
Lilijana Alexander, Ardnamur-
chan High School, Katie Cam-
eron, Ardgour Primary School, 
Sean MacLellan, Acharacle 
Primary School; Guitar - 13-
18yrs - 1 Iona Cameron, Ard-
namurchan High School; Eilidh 
MacArthur, Ardnamurchan; 
Chanter - 1 Seamus Buchanan, 
Ardnamuchan High School; 
Piping - novice - 1 Laura Rob-
ertson, Fort William.Trophies 
for Instrumental - Donald Boyd 
Cuach for highest mark at-
tained in fiddle - local under 
13yrs - Frances MacDonald, 
Ardnamurchan High School; 
Sunart Oakwoods Initiative 
Trophy for fiddle - 13-18yrs - 
Megan MacPherson, Strontian: 
Gillespie MacMillan Trophy 
for Accordion - Katie Camer-
on, Ardgour; Mod Ardnamur-
chan Cup for highest mark at-
tained in Clarsach - local - Aine 
O’Rua, Glenfinnan and Alice 
Munro, Ardgour; Ardnamur-
chan Mini Mod Cup for Guitar 
- JJ Blackley, Acharacle and 
Iona Cameron, Ardnamurchan 
High School; Mod Ardnamur-
chan Mini Chanter Trophy - 
Laura Robertson, Fort Wil-
liam; Allen MacPherson 
Trophy for Piping - Laura 
Robertson, Fort William.

Results from Ardnamurchan Mod held at Ardsgoil Aird 
nam Murchan/Arainn Shuaineirt on Friday June 18, 2016

Telephone 07840906053

WANTED
All cars, vans and 4 x 4’s, high 
mileage, any condition, non 

runners, MOT failures accepted.  
Collection anywhere.  Top cash 

prices paid.

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes, any age or condition. 
We also buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all types of 
touring caravans from 85 onwards.

Telephone 01250 884306 
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Toyotas, Nissan, any 
4 x 4 consiered, also non-runners, 

failures, single or double cab.

West Coast 

MOTORING 
TIMES

EQySc
ot
tis
hF

iel
d® SCOTLAND’S PREMIER EQUESTRIAN MAGAZINE

FREE WITH JULY’S
ScottishField

®



Thursday 23 June, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk 21ADVERTISING

RECRUITMENT
RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT
RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH HIJOBS
RECRUITMENT

Sign up at hijobs.net

Argyll College UHI - 
Part-time Tutors Required

Art and Design
Based in Lochgilphead, tutors are required with experience in some of the 
following disciplines:
Developmental Drawing, Life Drawing, Sketchbook Development, 
Contemporary Art Practice, Mixed Media, Photographic Art, 3 Design Skills
Colour, Line and Tone.

Courses start in August 2016.  All subjects are at SCQF level 5

Degree-level qualifications are preferred. Payment will be at the standard 
FE hourly teaching rate.

An application pack for these posts can be downloaded from the vacancies 
section of our website at: www.argyllcollege.ac.uk
Please send/email completed applications to: lorna.mcdonald@uhi.ac.uk
Closing date for applications is 5pm on Friday 1st July 2016

NORTH ARGYLL HOUSE
Care Home For The Elderly

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
Tel. 01631 562168

We are recruiting for a senior care officer,  
Permanent part time post. Good pay and 
conditions.  Suitable candidates require to have 
qualifications and experience in care of the elderly.  
In the absence of Manager / Depute, the Senior 
Care Officer will assume responsibility for the 
day-to-day management of the home. Minimum 
SVQ level 3 in Health and Social Care or nursing 
qualification.  For an application form and job 
description contact manager Morag A Telfer.  
Closing date for applications Monday 4th July.

Driver/Storeperson
Oban

Apply to Mr C McDonald. Telephone 01631 563 711
Permanent full time position

Full clean driving licence required 
• Good rates of pay

REQUIRE
FOR CONTRACTS THROUGHOUT ARGYLL

VARIOUS PLANT OPERATORS
INCLUDING FORKLIFT
RELEVANT CERTIFICATES &

LICENCES ESSENTIAL
ALSO

GROUNDWORKERS
EXPERIENCE PREFERRED BUT NOT 

ESSENTIAL

APPLY:- KENNY J MACLEOD 07768 025762 
OR E-MAIL – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

Do you feel you could contribute to the work of David 
MacBrayne Limited providing essential ferry services 
to Scotland’s islands? Do you have sound Commercial 
experience, including experience of Business Transformation, 
or practical working knowledge of Human Resources, 
Employment Law, Pensions and Remuneration? If so, 
one of the roles could be for you.

Board members receive £314 per day for a time 
commitment of around two days per month.

If you are interested and feel you have the experience 
and knowledge required to take on one of the positions, 
an application pack and full details can be found at 
www.appointed-for-scotland.org.

The closing date for applications is 15 July 2016.

Scottish Ministers welcome applications from groups 
currently under-represented on Scotland’s public bodies, 
such as women, disabled people, those from black 
and minority ethnic communities and people aged 
under 50.

Appointed on merit; committed to 
diversity and equality

Appointment of Two Members 
to the Board of 
David MacBrayne Limited 01294 557651/ hello@rainbowchildcare.me

“Twinkle – Twinkle be our Star!”
Centre Manager (ages 0-5 years)  -  Salary -Negotiable

We are opening a new early learning and childcare centre in Oban, we are 
looking for an experienced childcare professional to manage and deliver our 
service and implement impressive development plans for the future. You will 
lead the centre providing motivation, innovation and support. In essence, 
you will ensure the 0-5 year experience is exceptional for all service users.

To become our star and really shine, you will have a BA in Childhood 
Studies, a Diploma or Post Graduate Certificate in Education or SVQ Level 
9 Childhood Practice (or working towards this). Previous management 
experience in the 0-5 year range is essential as is a good knowledge of the 
Pre Birth to three / Curriculum of Excellence / GIRFEC /Building Ambition 
and the implementation of all current government legislation. In order to 
lead the nursery team you’ll be highly motivated, trustworthy, flexible and 
pro-active. Please send your CV to hello@rainbowchildcare.me

The Ethical Shell� sh Company seeks a

SHORE MANAGER
to manage its weekly deliveries to top UK 

restaurants. This position o� ers the chance to 
become part of a small but dynamic company 

that has a reputation as one of the UK’s top quality 
shell� sh suppliers. Applicants must be either living 
on or willing to move to the Isle of Mull, and have 
good organisational abilities, a positive attitude 

and a willingness to do physical work. Good 
communication skills and an ability to work on own 

initiative essential.
Full driving licence needed. 

For further details telephone 07980 333 693 
or email juliet@ethicalshell� shcompany.co.uk

Comar - Mull Theatre & An Tobar, is recruiting for an experienced 
General Manager to join our small and valued team, based in our newly built 

open-plan office at Mull Theatre, Tobermory on the Isle of Mull.
 

The role is a new and vital management position within the company, 
reporting to the Artistic Director and working alongside senior creative staff
 to secure resources for our high quality programme, while ensuring that our 

team of marketing, administrative, financial, venue and other staff are 
performing well and are supported in their own development. 

For further details please see our website with full job description and 
details of how to apply at comar.co.uk, or call 01688 302673 

COMAR
GENERAL MANAGER

We are currently seeking a Cook and a Scheme Assistant at our 
Very Sheltered Housing service in Torosay Court, Oban.
**Please note – these posts can be applied for separately or may 
be combined for the right candidate**
Further informa�on about each post is below;  

COOK
£3,032 pro rata per annum (£16,244 FTE, £8.33 p/h)
You will provide a meals service to tenants, as well as assis�ng with 
the ordering, purchasing and storing of food commodi�es working 
within the food budget.

You will ensure all food hygiene and health and safety standards 
set by Bield and where appropriate outside regulators are met and 
ac�vely promote such standards within the housing development.

Hours of employment are 7 per week, Tuesday 9am - 5pm.

Role Requirements
You must have experience of planning, preparing, cooking and 
delivering a high standard of meal service with an understanding 
of nutri�onal and dietary requirements of older people. An 
intermediate Food Hygiene Cer�ficate or equivalent is desirable.

SCHEME ASSISTANT
£2,599 pro rata per annum (£16,244 FTE, £8.33 p/h)
You will be involved in the prepara�on and serving of food to 
tenants in accordance with environmental health standards. You 
will provide general and emergency assistance to tenants, as 
required. You will also contribute to the maintenance of a high 
level of cleanliness within all common parts of the development.

Hours of employment are 12 per fortnight (every second 
weekend), Saturday and Sunday 11am - 5:30pm.

Role Requirements
An interest in working with older people and an understanding of 
their needs is essen�al. Although relevant experience in a similar 
post is desirable, it is not essen�al as induc�on and training (e.g. 
food hygiene) will be provided.   

For further informa�on about the roles and to apply online 
please visit www.bield.co.uk/work-us

Closing date is 3rd July 2016.
Bield Housing & Care Sco�sh Charity No. SC006878

Striving to be an equal opportuni�es employer

KAMES FISH FARMING LIMITED
Require a

Fresh Water Husbandry 
Assistant

We are currently recruiting for a full-time 
Fresh Water Husbandry Assistant to work 
in a small team producing S0 & S1 Salmon 
Smolts at fresh water cages in nearby 
hill lochs and also Rainbow Trout fry and 
smolts at our Kilmelford Hatchery, which 
has a recirculation development planned 
for 2017.
The successful applicant will be given the 
rare opportunity to work with both juvenile 
Salmon and Rainbow trout and would 
be suited to someone who is looking to 
develop an exciting career in aquaculture.
They will be enthusiastic, self-motivated 
and reliable with a full Uk Driving Licence, 
previous experience on a fish farm would 
be desirable.
Salary dependent on experience, skills and 
knowledge.

Please send your CV with qualifications 
and accompanying letter to:-

Jean Haslam 
Kames Fish Farming Limited
Kilmelford, Oban PA34 4XA

fish@kames.co.uk
Tel: 01852 200286

Looking for a new job?
 Create a profile and 
      showcase your skills

 Use your Facebook profile

 Store up to 10 application     
      documents

 Set up customised job alerts

 Apply with your smartphone!

E-mail us at mail@campkintyre.co.uk 
with details of your previous experience.

Live in positions are available for applicants 
with their own touring caravan wishing

to stay onsite for the season or we can also provide 
accommodation if required.

Machrihanish 
Holiday Park
Seasonal housekeeping sta�  required for change over days 
- Friday, Saturday, Monday, every 2nd Sunday plus additional 
weekdays.
Wages negotiable based on experience - positions from 16 
hours per week.
If you are a fast, fastidious, friendly cleaner with previous 
professional cleaning experience, get on well with customers 
and would � t into our small team, please get in touch.

www.fishfarmermagazine.com
www.fishupdate.com

The industry MUST READ every month 
Inside the latest issue

Brussels 2016 - who was and wasn’t there
Industry Pioneer - Dennis Overton
Wellboats  - Solvtrans & Intership

PLUS . NEWS UK & WORLDWIDE . INNOVATION . 
PROCESSING NEWS .  OPINION

Print and

digital 

subscriptions 

available



TOM TOM GO 50 Tom tom 
go 50, used twice. Excellent 
condition   £65 Telephone 
07717 452686.

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

BICYCLE SUIT red/black, 
all-in-one, nylon, medium, 
unisex, mob 07879 028589   
£7 Telephone 01631 
562834.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BEKO FRIDGE FREEZER   
Silver, in clean, good working 
order   £40 ono Telephone 
01369 840558.
ELECTRIC COOKER  ‘ 
New World ‘ electric cooker, 
Silver/Black. Width 57cm. 
Less than 1 year old. Cost 
new £350. Genuine reason 
for sale   £99.99 Telephone 
07881 866066.
FREEZER Ice King, upright, 
4 drawer, 50cms W, 86cm 
H, 57cms D, good condition, 
buyer collects   £50 
Telephone 01631 563553.
WASHING MACHINE & 
TUMBLE DRIER Zanussi 
Washing Machine & Creda 
Tumble Drier. Both in VGC   
£50 Telephone 07881 866066.

 DOMESTIC PETS

BEAUTIFUL JACK RUSSELL 
PUPPIES 2 bitches only, 
lovely temperament   £350 
Telephone 01369 840558.
CONURE PARROTS pair, 
DNA sexed, 12 months old, 
ready to breed, new cage 
included   £250 Telephone 
07592 772113 ².

 FIREARMS

 FURNITURE
2 PIECE LOUNGE SUITE in 
brown leather.  2 seater settee 
and 1 chair, good condition   
£80 ono Telephone 01546 
603308.
BED BASE with four drawers, 
must collect   £20 Telephone 
01586 551460.
BRAND NEW DOUBLE 
DIVAN BED complete with 
memory foam/orthopaedic 
sprung luxury mattress, still in 
packaging.  Can deliver, cost 
£450 will sell   £180 Telephone 
07555 644702².
COMPUTER DESK  pullout 
keyboard shelf, light wood. 
Free to uplift  Telephone 01546 
602008.
DARK OAK CABINET 2 
drawers, 2 door cupboard, 
w 81cm h 85cms d 45cms, 
excellent condition, buyer 
collects   £50 Telephone 01631 
563553.
DINING TABLE an attractive 
5’ extendable dark pine dining 
table with 6 chairs   £375 
Telephone 07760 880757 ².
DOUBLE BED beautifully 
decorative cast iron foot 
and headboard with pine 

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100
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CHIMNEY SERVICES

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

MOBILITY

BLINDS PAINTING & DECORATING OBAN BLINDS

BUSINESS CARDS

STATIONERY

22 CLASSIFIEDS Thursday 23 June, 2016

FLOORING

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP 

PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perth-
shire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

BRNO.22
With fi tted silencer and 

scope £200, .22 Magnum 
with scope Anshutz model 
£250, Italian 12 bore over 
and under shotgun £250, 
Gun Mark Kesterel side 
by side shotgun £200, 
Laurona 12 bore side 
by side shotgun £100. 

FAC and shotgun licence 
required

Telephone 
01397 701762.

 BICYCLES

MOUNTAIN BIKE Giant 
Boulder gents mountain bike.  
19-inch frame, 21 gears, 
V-brakes, front suspension.  
Good condition   £99 
Telephone 01546 886679.
MOUNTAIN BIKE Purple 
Chicago, 20 inch wheel 
mountain bike, which front 
suspension and twist gears. 
located at Lochgair   £20 
Telephone 07470 932629.
MOUNTAIN BIKE Light yellow, 
Apollo Woodland Charm, 18 
inch wheel, girls mountain bike, 
as new. Located at Lochgair   
£40 Telephone 07470 932629.
MOUNTAIN BIKE Blue 
women’s Apollo Endeavour 
26 inch wheel mountain bike. 
Twist gears, front and rear 
suspension as new. Located 
at Lochgair   £40 Telephone 
07470 932629.

 BUILDING / DIY

INTERIOR OAK GLASS 
DOOR unused, fully glazed, 
size 1980mm x 760mm, £10 
for my charity  Telephone 
01583 431677.

 CAR ACCESSORIES

1 HEAVY DUTY ROOF 
RACK with roller to fi t Renault, 
Nissan, Vauxhall van   £60 
ono Telephone 01631 563330.
DOG/LUGGAGE GUARD 
Custom made dog/luggage 
guard to fi t new Land 
Rover Discovery Sport. As 
new.  Easy to fi t. Cost new 
£130   £60 Telephone 07770 
956372.
DOG/LUGGAGE GUARD 
‘Guardsman’ guard to fi t 
Nissan X-Trail (2004-2014), 
easy to fi t, very good condition   
£30 Telephone 01631 571157.

sprung bed.  Comes with 5’ 
memory foam mattress   £375 
Telephone 07760 880757 ².
LEATHER SUITE Three 
seater, two seater and chair, 
rose coloured leather, excellent 
condition, must collect   £150 
Telephone 01586 551460.
OAK CABINET dark solid, two 
doors reveal inner drawer and 
2 shelves, w 88cm h 66cm d 
45cms, excellent condition, 
buyer collects   £50 Telephone 
01631 563553.
OFFICE CHAIR  Offi ce 
chair height adjustable   £50 
Telephone 01855 831338.
SOLID TEAK UNIT solid teak 
TV and accessory corner unit 
with glass door and shelves, 
must collect   £40 Telephone 
01586 551460.

 GARDEN
ELECTRIC PROPAGATOR 
Stewart variable temperature 
thermostatic electric 
propagator,  52 cm model.  
Hardly used   £35 Telephone 
01546 886679.
FLYMO VISIMO 
LAWNMOWER Flymo Roller 
Lawnmower in good working 
condition   £15 Telephone 
07881 866066.
PETROL LAWNMOWER 
Lawnfl ite 384SPE Quantum 
50 mower with Briggs & 
Stratton petrol engine and 
18” cut. Serviced annually. 
New house, small lawn!   £65 
Telephone 01546 603923.
TOP SOIL loaded into your 
trailer or tipper lorry  FREE  
Telephone 01631 564848 Call 
Offi ce Hours.

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

MULTI-GYM Professional 4 
station, formerly in the police 
station gym at Castlehill.  

Dismantled, would suit Youth 
Club or aspiring Tarzan, free to 
good home  Telephone 07785 
542811.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
White, Blue and Pink colours 
in stock available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print Telephone 
01586 554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

TELEVISION 26” Sony 
television, good condition, still 
working, Oban town centre, 
free   Telephone 01631 565404.

 HOME FURNISHINGS

BOOKCASE Bookcase 
dismantled   £20 Telephone 
01855 831338.
CHAIRS 2 Ikea chairs dark 
blue   £30 Telephone 01855 831338.
IKEA RUG Dusky Rose Pink 
with Large white leaf shapes, 
193x133 Can deliver and email 
photo, bargain   £10 Telephone 
01631 720369.
PK OF 2 DUVET SETS 2 New 
Unopened duvet sets Good 
quality 1 pink large fl oral and 
1 blue can email photo and 
deliver Ideal for B and B   £10 
Telephone 01631 720369.

 HOME OFFICE

COMPUTER DESK Corner 
computer desk dismantled   
£20 Telephone 01855 831338.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

BASIN small white cloakroom 
basin with fi xings, mob 07879 
028589   £25 Telephone 01631 
562834.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

2-PERSON TENT  Vango 
Talas 200 (small) 2-person 
tent. Green. Lightweight, 
easy to pitch, good condition.  
Used once   £30 Telephone 
01546 886679.
TELESCOPE & BIN-
OCULARS Clubman 
Telescope(36050),Binoculars, 
Celestron 20X50.& Sears 
Discovery 10X50.  In good 
condition   £38 Telephone 
01586 820362.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS, featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, Glas-
gow, Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a popular 
gift for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGH-
LAND CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk  

 MARINE
4HP 4STROKE YAMAHA 
F4AMH Short Outboard has 

only been used briefl y in fresh 
water on one occasion and 
is in as new condition. Save 
£300 on current price  £500 
Telephone 01866 822016 ².
RAYMARINE C120 MUL-
TI-FUNCTION  with UK 
Navionics, DSM 300 box, 
radar, all cabling except 
for GPS, all working when 
removed for upgrade, can be 
seen in Campbeltown   £400 
Telephone 07785 542811.
RIB Avon 4.5 metres RIB 
Hull, for project or club, free to 
uplift, North Connel Telephone 
07979 050299.
YACHT BOARDING LADDER  
yacht/boat stainless steel 
boarding ladder, vertical or 
horizontal fi tting, slight dent 
on rear, from 24” to 36” down.  
Readvertised due to timewast-
ers    £25 Telephone 01583 
431677.

 MARINE UNDER 
£250

INFLATABLE DINGHY  WavE-
co 2.3m infl atable dinghy. A bit 
scruffy but does the job. No 
patches, holds air well. Tran-
som wheels   £99 Telephone 
01546 886679.

 MOBILITY
ORTHOPAEDIC BED FRAME 
as new, top quality Millbrook 
electric, adjustable, buyer to 
collect, to view phone   £245 
ono Telephone 01631 563905.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

BOOM MIC STANDS 2 x 
boom microphone stands.  
Good Condition £15 each, for  
both  £25  Telephone 01546 
886679.
BORSINI ACCORDION FOR 
SALE SL4117 M White, in 
great condition. Bellows tight, 
superfast Keyboard, new box 
forces sale. WILL ACCEPT 
SENSIBLE OFFER  £1200 
Telephone 07747 017047 ².

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

CANADIAN CANOE Old 
Town Allagash/Penobscot 
164 Touring/family canoe.
Green,Polylink 3,Ash 
seats,VGC. 2x airbags, 2x 
bouyancy aids, 2x paddles  
£550 Telephone 01586 810 276.
CHILD LIFEJACKET FOR 
SALE Typhoon Junior, to suit 
chest 76-86cm, 30-40 kg. Very 
good condition, used once. 
Still in packaging   £20 ono  
Telephone 07442 229407.
GOLF CLUB Callaway Big 
Bertha ERC driver, with head 
cover   £20 Telephone 07717 452686.
GOLF CLUB Taylor made V 
steel, with head cover, very 
good condition   £45 Telephone 
07717 452686.

 POULTRY
HEN HOUSE  Solway Plastics 
Mini Hen Coop.  Suitable for 4 

VICTORIA PLUMB SIENNA 
850 BATH New and Boxed 
White Gloss Mirror.shelf 
lights cupboard all in one, not 
needed can,email photo and 
deliver Bargain cost £200  £50 
Telephone 01631 720369.

hens / 6 bantams.  Easy clean 
recycled plastic construction   
£99 Telephone 01546 886679.
POULTRY FENCING   Eglu 
Omlet poultry fencing. 21m 
mesh fence, 1.25m high with 
ground stakes, guys and 
entrance gate,  £50 Telephone 
01546 886679.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

ENVELOPES Wide range of 
sizes and colours, sold indi-
vidually or by the box. Contact 
Krisp Print  Telephone 01586 
554975.
WEDDING STATIONERY 
Ranges to suit all tastes, 
custom designs from your 
ideas, paper and card for those 
making their own. Contact 
Krisp Print   Telephone 01586 
554975.
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and 
conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex 
Media Limited Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and 
truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of 
any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received 
by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing 
which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish 
Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an 
advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in 
the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as 
the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or 
damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any 
newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is 
scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint 
or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part 
of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, 
as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or 
adjustment will be made where the error, misprint 
or omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount 
of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher 
for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to 
indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the 
result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the 
publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on 
acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher 
in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will 
be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 
2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due 
date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may 
charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves 
the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated 
as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper 
at the Post Office. http://termsandconditions.
wyvexmedia.co.uk
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A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

Thought for the week

Archie Gillies - prince among stalkers.

Obituary - Archie Gillies, 1971 - 2016

ARCHIE Gillies, who has 
died suddenly aged 45, was 
one of a dwindling number 
of traditional Highland deer 
stalkers who have no equal 
on the hill.

I first met Archie in the 
autumn of 1996 when he 
came to Kingairloch, aged 
26, as a seasonal ghillie to 
help and to gain experience 
on a large deer forest. It was 
obvious from the first day 
that there was nothing he 
could take from us - quite 
the opposite. With the blood 
of at least five generations 
of stalkers, fox-hunters and 
shepherds of the Rough 
Bounds coursing through his 
veins, it could hardly have 
been otherwise. There was 
no finer sight than watching 
Archie at work, moving 
slowly and silently across a 
hillside with the same skill 

and precision as a scalpel-
wielding surgeon hovering 
around a spinal cord. Often 
he would vanish from view to 
reappear not just close to the 
deer but frequently among 
them - a difficult manoeuvre 
and a rare gift not given to 
many stalkers in a lifetime. 
With the eyesight of a golden 
eagle, the wisdom of a raven 
and the intelligence of a hill 
fox, Archie excelled in his 
objective and seldom failed.

Archie was a man for the 
high tops and faraway places; 
it was surely appropriate that 
his first and only position as 
a full time stalker should be 
on the mountainous 10,000 
acre Inverailort Estate, 
known of old for the quality 
and quantity of its deer, as 
‘Clanranald’s Deer Forest’. 
Not for him driving up and 
down the Road to the Isles 

looking for an easy beast in 
the early morning mist or in 
the gloaming, or emptying 
a rifle magazine in the 
general direction of the deer 
from an Argocat, which so 
often passes for ‘stalking’ 
nowadays.  

No way binds two men 
more lastingly than a day’s 
stalking. The company at 
a shooting lunch or a city 
banquet where the talk flows 
fast and cheerfully, can meet 
and part strangers. Often 
they do. No man forgot a 
day on the hill with Archie 
Gillies. He could, and 
often did, walk with kings 
and captains of industry 
but never lost the common 
touch, to parody Rudyard 
Kipling. Every companion 
was treated as an equal and 
addressed with the greatest 
courtesy, frequently with 

humour but never with the 
least hint of servility.

Less than the length of a 
stag’s leap from where Archie 
was born in Fort William, 
there is a graveyard and in it 
a 200 year old epitaph which 
reads as follows:  ‘A true 
Highlander, a fine friend 
and the best deer stalker of 
his day’. These are the words 
which come to mind when 
thinking of Archie Gillies. 
Prince among stalkers, his 
name will remain long in 
the deer and fox-hunting 
annals of a wide area of the 
Highlands.

Archie and his family had 
many friends, evidenced by 
the hundreds of mourners 
who came from near and 
far to say farewell in Arisaig 
Church last week.

Iain Thornber
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ANXIETY is not a new 
human condition. Sigmund 
Freud wrote a book entitled 
The Problem of Anxiety at 
the beginning of the 20th 
century. 

Baruch Spinoza, the 
17th-century Dutch 
philosopher wrote about 
what he described as ‘dread’ 
in the human condition. 
Victorian novelists 
wrote extensively about 
characters, particularly 
women, who exhibited many 
of the symptoms of anxiety 
disorders, from fainting to 
hysteria.

The novelist Franz Kafka 
wrote movingly about his 
own experience of anxiety, 
describing it as a kind of 
paralysis, likening it to ‘the 
feeling of having in the 
middle of my body a ball 
of wool that quickly winds 
itself up, its innumerable 

threads pulling from the 
surface of my body to itself’.

Has the 21st-century 
obsession with social media 
increased levels of anxiety? 
The charity, Anxiety UK 
(www.anxietyuk.org.uk), 
which works to relieve and 
support those living with 
anxiety disorders, reports 
that there has been a steady 
increase in calls to its 
helpline in recent years.

Interviewed for the 
Observer newspaper in 
2013, Nicky Lidbetter, 
chief executive of Anxiety 
UK, said: ‘What we are 
finding is that people who 
might ordinarily have 
managed their anxiety 
quite well have been tipped 
into new territory by 
being made redundant or 
having to adapt to new life 
circumstances.’

Amazon, the online book 

seller, recently released a 
list of the most widely read 
passages from its most 
popular books. The list 
includes books such as The 
Hunger Games, The Harry 
Potter series, Pride and 
Prejudice and The Bible.

From the Bible, Amazon 
found that the most 
commonly highlighted 
portion is Philippians 
4:6-7, where the Apostle 
Paul instructs the fledgling 
church at Philippi: ‘Do 
not be anxious about 
anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to 
God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus.’

Commenting on the 
Apostle Paul’s admonition 

to these early Christians, 
Professor Eric L Johnson, 
interviewed recently by 
the Christian Post, said: 
‘I see the verse as an 
encouragement that God 
has provided a way of finding 
freedom from anxiety but 
that’s going to take some 
practice: learning how to 
spend some time with God, 
learning how to surrender 
our worries and our fears 
to Him, learning how to let 
go of some of our pressures, 
maybe redeveloping certain 
lifestyle patterns and 
learning how to pray.’

As I have grown older, I 
have learned to take the 
Apostle Peter’s advice to 
‘cast all your anxiety on him 
(Jesus) because he cares for 
you’
No worries … honest!

C E Morrison

GOLDEN WEDDING

WILSHIRE - JOHNSTONE - 
At Tobermory Parish Church 
on June 24, 1966 by Rev 
J.D. Brown, John to Eilidh. 
Present address: Ivy Bank, 15 
Argyll Terrace, Tobermory.

DEATHS

FORSYTH - Gerard (Gerry) 
James, formerly of Oban, passed 
away suddenly in Glasgow 
on June 7, 2016, aged 62.  
Beloved husband of Jean and 
loving father of Liam, sorely 
missed by family and friends. 
Funeral Mass in Holy Name 
Church, Glasgow on Friday, 
July 8 at 10am. Burial at 
Pennyfuir Cemetery, Oban on 
Saturday,  July 9 at 11am.
MACINNES - At Glasgow 
Royal Infi rmary, on June 16, 
2016, Jackie, aged 71 years, 
loving husband to Marina, 
devoted Dad to Rena and 
son-in-law Andrew, adored 
and cherished Shen to David. 
Friend to many - sorely missed.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

GILLIES - Archie, Janet, 
Donald John, Maggie and 
Steven, would like to express 
their sincere thanks and 
appreciation shown to them on 
the sudden death of a dearly 
loved son and brother Archie.
SANGSTER - Keith and 
family would like to thank 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for the many cards, 
calls, fl owers and kind 
expressions of sympathy 
received following their recent 
sad loss of Jennifer. Sincere 
thanks to Dr. Alison Smith, 
Craig Nevis Surgery and all 
the nurses and carers for the 
excellent care given to Jennifer 
during her illness. Grateful 
thanks to Rev. Richard Corbett 
for a lovely service, to John 
McLellan Funeral Directors 
for their guidance with the 
arrangements. Finally, thank 
you to those who came to 
pay their last respects at the 
Church and Crematorium 
and very generously donated 
£1,212 towards the purchase of a 
community care bed for Lochaber.
STEWART - The family of 
the late Raymond Stewart 
wish to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
the many kind expressions 
of sympathy extended to 
them following their recent 
bereavement. Thank you to 
Dr Tregaskis, Dr MacDonald 
and all medical staff at Ward 
1 - Belford Hospital and 

Tweeddale Medical Practice 
for the help and support given 
throughout Raymond’s long 
illness. Grateful thanks to 
Moss Park Nursing Home 
for their care and support. 
Sincere thanks to Rev. Richard 
Baxter, Rev. Morag Muirhead 
and organist May Macintyre 
for a very comforting and 
personal service. Thanks to 
LAD for the transport  to the 
Church; to Scott Greenlees 
and colleagues at John 
McLellan Funeral Directors 
for the professional manner in 
which the arrangements were 
conducted. Thank you for the 
hundreds of cards, telephone 
calls, visits, fl owers and food 
received, also the kind words 
which have comforted the family 
during this diffi cult time. 
Finally, thanks to those who 
kindly donated £574.35 to 
STAR for Harris in memory 
of Raymond.

MEMORIAMS

CAMERON - Precious 
memories of our dear parents, 
Anne, who died, June 21, 2001 
and Duncan, who died 
January 6, 2003.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Irene, Junie, Catherine 
-Anne and families.
CAMERON - Treasured 
memories of a dear mother 
Mary, who passed away 
June 25, 2015 at her home in 
Balevullin, Isle of Tiree, also 
remembering loved ones gone 
before and after.
Remembering you is easy
I do it every day
It’s just the pain of losing you
That never goes away.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughter Margaret.
CAMERON - Fond memories 
of a dear aunt Mary, who 
passed away June 25, 2015.
Also remembering loved ones 
gone before and after
No longer in our lives to share
But in our thoughts you are 
always there
- Inserted by Ann and Allan
Murdoch, Eilidh and 
family, Tiree.
CHISHOLM – In memory of 
my dear son, Scott, who suddenly 
died June 20,1992.
Forever in my thoughts. - Dad.
FERGUSON - In loving 
memory of Donnie, who died 
June 26, 2004. Forever in our hearts.
- Ann, John, David, Lorne and 
the family.
LLOYD – Treasured  memories 
of Graham, died July 1, 2005, 
aged 45 years. Loved and 
remembered always.
- Anne, Clara-Jane and Arianne.

MACCOLL - In loving 
memory of our devoted Mum, 
Kathie, who died June 20, 2013. 
Those we love don’t go away. 
They walk beside us every day, 
Unseen, unheard, but always 
near, Still loved, still missed 
and very dear.
- Elspeth, Iain and families
MACGILLIVRAY - In 
loving memory of Duncan, a 
dear husband father, father in 
law and grandad, who died 
June 27, 1998. Time and 
years slip gently by
But love and memories 
never die.
- Your loving wife Flora 
and family.
MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of my dear mother 
Mary Ann MacEachen, who 
passed away June 25, 1988. RIP.
The years pass by  
But memories stay
Loved and remembered always.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughter Flora.
MACLEOD - Angus - 25/1/52 
- 20/6/15 and our da r l ing 
son Lewis 28/1/83 - 23/6/07
Treasured memories
Forever in my heart.
- Jean xx
MACPHEE - In loving 
memory of my dear mother 
Marion Lawrie, who died 
June 21, 1992.
Loved and missed
Always in our thoughts.
- Dugald, Janis and family.
McGILLIVRAY - Precious 
memories of my husband 
Hamish passed away June 
27, 2010. I did not know that 
morning the sorrow that day 
would bring
When a heart of gold stopped 
beating
And I could not do a thing
Love you always.
- Pat.
ROBERTSON - In loving 
memory of Mary, who passed 
away June 18, 2010.
Always in our thoughts.
- Billy and family
STEWART - In loving 
memory of a dear mother 
and granny, Nan, who died 
June 25, 2002. Gone are the 
days we used to share
But in our hearts you are 
always there.
- Catherine, Kenneth, Margaret 
and families
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Athletics

Taynuilt rider tears up the 
track at the Isle of Man TT

Dalmally Primary School football team were delighted to receive 
new football strips, very kindly sponsored by United Auctions. 

Administration director Chris Sharp agreed to provide the strips 
after receiving a letter from P6 pupil Craig Rankin, who had been 
working on developing his persuasive writing skills in class and 
was inspired to seek sponsorship for his team. The team of P3-7 

pupils train weekly at an after-school club run by local volunteer 
Bobby Johnstone and have recently welcomed the chance to show 

o�  their new strips at the seven-a-side primary football league 
organised by active schools.

AthleticsTHE SCOTTISH Schools Athletics Champion-
ships took place recently at Grangemouth. Five 
pupils from Oban High School took part having 
achieved the high qualifying standard.

Finbar Dunne won gold medals in both the boys’ 
under-15 shot putt and under-15 discus. He is 
now ranked number one in Scotland for shot and 
discus in his age group and fifth in the UK for 
shot and third for discus.

Emma Thompson won the silver medal in the 
women’s under 20 high jump, clearing 1.55m.

Paddy Dunne won the silver medal in the un-
der-17 men’s javelin, throwing a personal best of 

56.23m. Paddy is now ranked second in Scotland 
for javelin and fifth in the UK. Due to his recent 
success, he has been selected for the national team 
to represent Scotland at the schools’ international 
in Ashford in Kent in July.

Also taking part were Grace Thompson in the 
under-15 girls’ discus and Poppy McKillop in the 
girls’ under-14 high jump and 200m.

All five pupils are coached at Oban High School 
by coach Duncan MacIntyre from Ardfern.

Oban High pupils win medals at
Scottish Athletics Championships

Finbar and Paddy Dunne.
Emma Thomson with Duncan MacIntyre who coaches the high 

school pupils.

Abi Evans training with the 
Scotland squad.

Abi turns out 
for Scotland in 
Europe Sevens
tournament

ALMOST 100 people showed 
up to compete in the annual 
Argyll Beats Cardiovascular 
Disease (ABCD) 10k race.  
 Competitors of all ages took 
part in the run, which started at 
the Lorn and Islands hospital, 
including children, who ran in 
their own 1k fun run race

Eva Chong and Stewart Inglis 
were the first girl and boy over 
the 10k finish line and Eva was 
also the first woman to finish 
the event, followed by Ally 
Chong in second place and 
Paula Laidler and Jo Smith, 
who ran the race with their 
babies and prams, in joint third.

Callum Stewart was the first 
man to finish the event, with 
D J Barr in second place and 
Craig MacNiven in third. 

In the veteran category, 
Alison Hall was the first woman 
and William Halliday was the 
first man to cross the line. 

In the children’s fun run 
event, Daniel Teape was first 
in the boy’s category, followed 
by Calan Chong and Finlay 
MacLean.

And Hannah Teape was first 
in the girl’s category, followed 
by Amy Gbson and Zoe Brown.

OBAN Cricket Club gained 
their first two wins of the 2016 
season with recent victories at 
home against Callander and  a 
week later with a win away at 
Innellan.

At a sun baked Taynuilt on 
June 5, Callander were the vis-
itors for their first ever fixture 
against Oban and they chose 
to bat first.  They made a good 
start with a few early boundaries 
but Kay Khan and Kenny Mac-
Kenzie took a wicket each to see 
off the opening batsmen and, 
after this, the Callander innings 
began to stall.  Neill Belshaw, 
Tristan Carre and Andrew 

Double win as cricket club bowl them over

THE Glendaruel and Colin-
traive Gun Club held the fourth 
Glenfiddich Challenge Trophy 
shoot recently.
 Once again the club were 
pleased to welcome clay target 
shooters from all over the region 
to this beautifully sited premier 
ground on the Cowal circuit. 

Continued good weather was 
no doubt a factor in attracting 
an excellent turn-out of 37 guns. 
Such a large field confirms the 
popularity of this competition, 
now moved in the calendar from 
November to June.

There was a tie for first place 

John wins Glenfi ddich Challenge
on 146 points between John 
Gilchrist, Campbeltown, 
and Stewart MacNeill, East 
Kilbride. After a shoot off, the 
Glenfiddich Challenge Trophy 
went to John.

Tie
Third place was also a tie on 

143, between Gordon Griffiths, 
Garelochhead, and Alan 
Brown, Rothesay. Fourth and 
fifth places were taken by Paul 
Chalmers, Cairndow, and Da-
vid Milton, Dumbarton, with 
140 and 139 points respectively.

Best junior and the Glen-
daruel Challenge Cup for the 

highest score by a club member, 
went to Archie McBride with 
137 points.

Stewart MacNeil continued an 
excellent day’s shooting by win-
ning the Pool Trap Competition.

Grateful
The club were extremely grate-

ful to Messrs William Grant 
and Sons, represented by Anna 
Morrison, who sponsored the 
shoot and provided presentation 
bottles of Glenfiddich to the 
winners. 

Shooting

Anna Morrison presents the prizes to the winners of the Glen� ddich Challenge Trophy shoot at the 
Glendaruel and Colintraive Gun Club. L to R – Alan Brown, Paul Chalmers, Gordon Gri�  ths, John 

Gilchrist, Anna Morrison, Archie McBride, Stewart MacNeill and David Milton.

ABCD 10k proves to 
be a big success

TAYNUILT’S Robert Wilson 
has just returned from compet-
ing at the Isle of Man 2016 TT 
races. This was his sixth year 
competing at the event riding a 
600cc supersport Yamaha R6 
for Stoddarts of Oban. 

At the TT this year Robert was 
placed 15th and 18th in the two 
supersport 600cc races which had 
79 starters. The race was held 
over four laps (150 miles) which 
he completed in one hour and 15 
minutes. This includes a pit stop 
to refuel the bike after two laps. 
This year, he recorded his fastest 
ever time round the 37.37-mile 
course in 18 minutes, 32 seconds 
which is an average speed of over 
122mph. He received two bronze 
replicas for these results.

They Taynuilt rider also 
entered the Southern 100 post 
TT races at the Billown Circuit 

and finished third in the 600cc 
race and seventh in the 1000cc 
race riding his 600cc bike which 
was the first placed 600cc bike 
to finish.

Pre-season testing took a slight 
misfortune as Robert broke his 
collar bone in a motocross acci-
dent eight weeks before the TT. 
Doctors advised that he would 
not be fit in time to compete 
this year. However, he healed 
quicker than expected and, 
through daily visits to the gym 
to speed up his recovery, he was 
fit enough to attend.

Thank
Robert would like to thank all 

his sponsors, Stoddarts of Oban 
motorcycles, Billy Robertson, 
MacNiven Electrics, Highland 
Drywall Tools, Sinclair Plant & 
Contracting, MacKenzie Weld-
ing and Scott Wilson.

The TT, or Tourist Trophy, 
was first held in 1907. It is 37.75 
miles long ran on public roads 
which, for two weeks every year 
close to become a racetrack.

There are five main classes for 
motorbikes – Superbike, Senior, 
Superstock, Supersport and 
Lightweight. The big races take 
up to six laps, which amounts 
to a staggering 226.5 miles 
in a little over and hour and 
three-quarters. The key stat for 
a TT rider is the average speed 
they can record over a lap. The 
fastest ever was set this year by 
Michael Dunlop at over 133mph.

The course has 264 corners 
and is lined by very hard objects 
such as stone walls and telegraph 
poles.

Motorcycling

Taynuilt’s Robert Wilson in action at the Isle of Man TT.

A FORMER Oban High 
School pupil was part of the 
Scotland women’s rugby team 
that came second in a European 
competition last week.

Abi Evans played her 
part in all six of the Rugby 
Europe Sevens tournament but, 
unfortunately, the 20-year-old 
and her team were beaten 34-15 
in the final by Sweden.

Scotland topped their group – 
winning all three games against 
Switzerland, Czech Republic 
and Israel.

They then played Czech 
Republic again in the quar-
ter-finals, and the Scotland 
seven-a-side squad defeated 
their opponents 24-5, before 
winning 17-12 against Germany 
in the semi-final.

The Scottish team made 
their way back home on 
Monday from Prague, where 
the tournament was held.

Oban hockey team lifts the silverware
OBAN Hockey Club’s annual 
sevens tournament was held 
earlier this month at Taynuilt 
sports facility. Over the past 
four years the tournament has 
gone from strength to strength. 
It has proved very popular with 
both local and visiting players. 
This year teams from Glasgow 
as well as Mull’s recently 
formed hockey club travelled 
to compete, all eager to pay a 

visit to sunny Oban. The grass 
pitch tournament once again 
proved to be a lot of fun and a 
great success. It was played in a 
round robin format with a final 
between the top two teams at 
the end of the day.

 The heat and humidity proved 
difficult for all players, unused 
to such tropical conditions. Des-
pite this, games were intense 
and hard-fought with a few 

rivalries forming on the pitch 
and friendships off.

After four hours of very en-
joyable hockey Oban 1 were to 
face Glasgow High Kelvinside 
(GHK) in the final. A close game 
resulted in a 2-1 victory for the 
Oban team and there was much 
celebration. After a three-year 
absence, the trophy had been 
brought home. Congratulations 
also go to local players Zeph and 
Asher Petit, top goalscorers, and 
Fiona MacLean, player of the 
tournament. The day ended in 
good spirits with a well-earned 
barbeque.

A big thank you must go to 
Fraser Ingles of Taynuilt sports 
facility for all the help he provid-
ed both leading up to and on the 
day. It proved to be a fantastic 
tournament in no small part due 
to an excellent venue. Hockey 
will continue over the summer 
months at the high school 6.45- 
8pm on Thursday evenings with 
all players new and old welcome.

Hockey

A good time was had by all at the recent hockey tournament held 
at Taynuilt.

Leach all bowled well for Oban 
and helped restrict the visitors to 
a final total of 97, which always 
looked a low score on a good 
wicket.

This proved to be the case as 
Oban reached their target of 98 
for the loss of only three wickets.  
Jack Whiteley played his best in-
nings so far for Oban in making 
23 not out and Jaheed Ahmed 
was also unbeaten on 30.

The following Sunday, Oban 
travelled to Castle Toward to 
play Innellan in much different 
conditions and again they bowled 
first.  The home side, containing 
some young players turning out 

regularly for Greenock, looked 
as if they were set for a big total 
but solid bowling from Oban 
kept the pressure on and wickets 
began to fall.

Duncan Campbell took two 
wickets, Taj Islam three and 
Jaheed Ahmed two as Innellan 
closed their score on 129 for 
nine.  In reply, Oban lost three 
wickets quickly but Tristan 
Carre and Ronnie Kelly helped 
steady the innings and take the 
score past 50. However, both of 
these batsmen were out soon 
after and the game was very 
much still alive when Andrew 
Leach joined Jaheed Ahmed at 

the wicket.  They put together 
an excellent partnership of 74 
to take complete control and 
Ahmed was only dismissed for 
a superb 54 when the scores 
were level at 129.  Leach though, 
completed the victory for Oban, 
to finish a very good fortnight 
for the side.

Scores: Callander 97, Oban 99-3.
Innellan 129-9, Oban 133-6
The match ball for Oban’s 

home match on June 5 was 
sponsored by Oban Fish and 
Chip Shop

Cricket

All systems go for D & K 
Lafferty Cup Tournament
OBAN SAINTS Football Club 
secretary David Buchanan 
reports that arrangements are 
well advanced for their 23rd an-
nual tournament, again kindly 
sponsored by D & K Lafferty, 
Contractors on Saturday July 2.
 Unfortunately St Johnstone 
have pulled out this season so 
there will only be five teams 
instead of six taking part.
 The competing clubs are Heart 
of Midlothian, Hamilton Accies, 
Dundee United, Alloa Athletic 
and Oban Saints.
 The competition, held at Moss-
field Stadium and Glencruitten 
Park, starts at 11am and is 
played on a round robin basis 

with the teams playing each 
other in short, sharp 40-minute 
games.

Football

Former Dundee United and 
Rangers striker Jon Daly will be 
in charge of the Hearts squad.

IT HAS been a busy time for 
Peugeot MC Saxoprint rider 
John McPhee as he tested and 
evaluated the all-new gearbox 
brought by the Mahindra engi-
neers for the very first on-track 
trial in Barcelon

It was decided to take part in 
the Barcelona round for the 
Moto3 World Junior World 
Championship in which the next 
generation of grand prix riders 
is educated, but it was also a 
welcome opportunity for Peu-
geot Motocycles Saxoprint and 
Mahindra to test at the same 
venue as the Catalan grand prix.

For this test appearance it was 
decided that John would race 
the updated Peugeot Moto3 
machine. Hot temperatures, 
particularly in the afternoon 
and the duration of four days 
riding the bike starting on the 
Thursday till Sunday, including 
two races in one day, made it a 
tough task for the well-trained 
McPhee.

But the findings were even 
more positive as in particular 
the development gearbox has 
proven faultless over the course 
of four days’ racing at the de-
manding Barcelona circuit.

John in next in action on 
Sunday in the TT Assen World 
Championship race in the Neth-
erlands.  

Motorcycling

Testing goes well 
for John McPhee

THE MacPherson Cup 
competition for North of 
Scotland secondary schools 
took place last week at Bught 
Park, Inverness. Three schools 
were in attendance – Lochaber, 
Glenurquhart and Kingussie, 
with Portree having pulled out 
of the competition due to a bug.

Teams played each other once 
with some very close results, 
no less in the Glenurquhart 
v Lochaber game which was 
goalless for the majority, 
Lochaber scoring in the final 
minute of play to take the win. 
This 1-0 win over the Glen saw 
them progress to the final to 
face a very strong Kingussie 
High team.

The final saw some excellent 
shinty being played by both 
teams. Kingussie proved too 
strong for Lochaber and in 
the end ran out comfortable 
winners, lifting the MacPherson 
Cup, which Lochaber had 
previously retained since 2001.

MacPherson Cup 
goes to Kingussie
School shinty

Women’s rugby



Thursday 23 June, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk 25SPORT

Golf News

Youth rugby

Dalmally

Football

Fort William

Glencruitten

Islay

Lewis Campbell. Cameron Hill. Lennon Campbell.

THREE Oban boys have signed 
on again for Dumbarton Football 
Club under-15s. This will be their 
third season with the Scottish 
Championship club. They will 

be joined this season by Daniel 
Sloss for the coming campaign. 
The boys must take a geat deal 
of credit for all their hard work 
as well as their parents who travel 

down to Dumbarton for training 
and games every week.

Oban boys sign on the dotted line

The 28-strong group of CalMac workers, who played at Dalmally earlier this month.  

TWO SUCCESSFUL events 
and a lot of sun resulted in June 
being an above par month for 
Dalmally Golf Club.

The club welcomed a 
28-strong group of enthusiastic 
golfers from CalMac on June 
3, with George MacKenzie 
winning the competition in the 
end. 

The nearest the pin category 
was won by I and J Robertson 
and G Morrison and K Warner 
drove the ball the farthest.

The Dumbarton Argyll Ladies 
County Golf Association made 
the journey to the course on 
June 9, as part of their tour of 
the Scotland’s best courses.

Moira MacLeod from 
Milngavie won the scratch 
prize, Josephine Monaghan 
from Dumbarton was first in 
the silver category, Barbara 
Robertson from Dumbarton 
won the bronze and Josephine 
Monaghan from Dumbarton 
won Miss Hendry’s Quaich.

RESULT: Bowmore Plate - 1 
B O’Neill net 50; 2 R Quail net 
51; 3 D Livingstone net 52.

JAMES Divers, Harvey Fergus-
son, both Benderloch, and Lorne 
Sinclair, Connel, have been 
selected by the SRU to participate 
in a two-week rugby training 
programme in Perpignan, France 
with Glasgow Thistles from June 
25 until July 9.

The boys would like to thank 

THE Camanachd Association 
has announced the 2016 under-
17 national district select squad 
who will travel to Ireland and 
take part in a playing tour 
against their hurling coun-
terparts – Kilkenny under-17 
squad and the under-17 Dublin 
development squad.

The annual tour, which has 
been taking place for over 
20 years, sees the elite shinty 
players many of whom attended 
the previous year’s national 
development camp, make up 
the squad. 

This year’s squad is: Innes 
Blackhall, Kilmallie; Scott 
Mackenzie, Lovat; Iain Rich-
ardson, Newtonmore; John 
Gillies, Skye; Jonnie Mac-
Askill, Kinlochshiel;  Sandy 
Elrick, Beauly; James Falconer, 
Kingussie;  Ross MacMillan, 
Oban Camanachd; Andrew 
Morrison, Beauly; Lewis 
Montgomery, Inveraray; Daniel 
MacVicar; Oban Camanachd; 

CAMERON Milne and 
David McCuish lead the way 
in the club championship with 
gross scores of 64, followed by 
James Muir on 65.

In the George Smith first 
round, Dale Robertson had a 
score of 66 – 7 = 59, followed 
by Donald MacLean, 
Cameron Milne, David 
MacLean and James Muir 
with net scores of 61.

On Saturday the Argyll and 
Bute handicap championship 
takes place at Glencruitten.

THE final two rounds of 
the club championship were 
played over the weekend  of 
June 18 and 19.

The club champion for 2016 
is Steven Jamieson with a 
total of 303 (78 + 75  + 79 
+ 71); runner-up was Lorne 
Ross with a total of 305 (73 
+ 74 + 79 + 79) and third 
was David MacPherson with 
320 (81 + 75 + 84 + 80).

Ladies: On Saturday 
June  18 the third round of 
the E  Howie Trophy was 
played with the following 
result: 1 Kathleen Leitch  
net 73 (89 – 16); 2 Rosemary 
Macintyre net 78 (89 – 11); 
3 Hazel Cameron net 80 
(97 – 17).

There are still tee times 
available for the Fort 
William Open sponsored by 
Bowman’s Skip Hire taking 
place on Sunday June 26.  
Contact the clubhouse on 
01397 704464 to book a tee 
time.

TAYNUILT Golf Club held its 
seniors’ open on Wednesday 
June 15.

Ladies: 1 Carol MacLarty, 
Taynuilt, 33 pts (20); 2 Jane 
MacIntyre, Taynuilt, 30 pts (28);  
3 Sue Asher, Taynuilt, 30 pts (31).

Gents: 1 David Thomson,  Tay-

Taynuilt nuilt, 43 pts (13); 2 John McIlroy, 
Kenmore, 41 pts (16); 3 Sammy 
Hutchison, Taynuilt, 40 pts (25).

Longest drive: ladies – at 7th 
and 16th, Wilma Frew, Glen-
cruitten; Gents – at 1st and 10th, 
David Thomson, Taynuilt.

Nearest the pin: ladies – at 
6th and 15th, Jane MacIntyre,  
Taynuilt; gents – at 3rd and 12th, 
John McIlroy, Kenmore.

Winners of the Taynuilt’s seniors’ open were David Thomson 
and Carol MacLarty.

Bob pipped at the post in 
amateur championship
THE MASTER of Muirfield 
was at it again last week, when 
Oban’s very own golfing sensa-
tion, Robert ‘Bob’ MacIntyre, 
came close to clinching another 
prestigious trophy.

The 19-year-old, who won the 
Scottish Amateur Champion-
ship last year when it was held 
in Muirfield, had to settle for 
second best at the Amateur 
Championship, which is often 
referred to as the British Ama-
teur Championship.

The Glencruitten golfer, along 
with 287 other competitors, had 
to battle it out in qualifying 
rounds until the field was whit-
tled down to 64.

From there the competition 
turned into a one versus one 
knockout tournament and Bob 
outplayed five opponents, be-

fore being pipped to the post by 
21-year-old Scott Gregory from 
Corhampton. 

Bob said: ‘This competition is 
huge. If you win, you get invited 
to play in the Masters, the US 
Open and the Open, but for 
coming second, you just get a 
medal and an ‘all the best’. 

‘However, there’s a lot of 
positives to take from it, though 
it’s hard when you go all the way 
and get so close.’

Bob is the first left-handed 
player in living memory to make 
it to the final and was the third 
Scottish player in as many years 
to reach that stage of the com-
petition.

Bob continued: ‘Going in to 
the event I wasn’t playing my 
best golf; my goal was to make 
the top 64.

‘Then after that it’s one versus 
one and you just have to beat the 
guy who is put in front of you.

‘In the final it didn’t go my 
way. He got away with a lot of 
shots that I didn’t, but fair play 
to Scott.’

The 19-year-old ‘leftie’ was 
three holes down after playing 
15, but he fought back and 
closed the gap to just one hole 
after playing 18. In the end the 
36-hole game was won by two 
holes with just one to play. 

However, Bob will be back on 
the fairways this week competing 
at a high level. He has been 
invited to play in a professional 
challenge tour event in Aviemore 
that starts today (Thursday).

Golf

Rugby boys off to France
Lorne, Harvey and James receiving a cheque for £500 from David 

Monaghan of JD Pipes, Oban.

Argyll Agricultural Engineers, 
Beaton & McMurchy Archi-
tects, John Davidson Pipes, 
Lonan Properties and Sinclair 
Plant & Contracting for their 
help.

Fraser Watt Inveraray; Robbie 
Brindle, Beauly;  Iain Robinson                    
Newtonmore;  Cameron Suther-
land, Ballachulish;  Danny Kelly 
Lovat; Calum Grant, Kingussie.

Camanachd Association youth 
director Willie MacDonald 
said: ‘The district select under-
17 squad, and the tour itself 
are an integral part of shinty’s 
player pathway; it is the last 
opportunity for players to test 
themselves before preparing to 
step up to under-21 and senior 
level.

‘This year’s squad is made up 
of some highly skilful players, 
many of whom already hold 
spots in their own clubs’ first 
teams.  I am in no doubt that we 
will see some excellent displays 
of shinty/hurling skill.’

The team travel across to 
Ireland on Sunday July 24 and 
return on Wednesday July 27.

Youth shinty

Scottish under-17 
squad announced

Bob MacIntyre - so near yet so far.

Oban Saints restart 
training next week
Football

AFTER only a short three 
week break, Oban Saints restart 
training on Wednesday June 
29 at the rugby club starting 
at 6.45pm. Any new players 
wishing to come along will be 
made more than welcome.
 The club have arranged three 
top class friendlies and will play 
in two tournaments befoe the 
start of the season in August.
 Saturday July 2 – D & K 
Lafferty Cup Tournament; 
Saturday July 16 – Vale of 
Leven Juniors, Glencruitten; 
Saturday July 23 – St Anthony’s 
Juniors, Glencruitten; Satuday 
July 30 – East Kilbide, Central 
Scottish Premier Division, 
Glencruitten; Saturday 6 
August – Argyll and Bute 
Tournament, Lochgilphead.
 Manager Alex Craik said: ‘We 
haven’t had much of a break but 
I’m sure the boys will be raring 
to go and hopefully we can 
emulate the cup success we had 
last season and show a lot more 
consistency in the league.’ 
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THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2950
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

E Ellis
Soroba Road
Oban

R MacLaren
Main Street
Callander
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Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures
SHINTY

Celtic Cup fi nal 
sees Inveraray 
take on Kyles

Oban Camanachd’s Gary McKerracher puts the pressure on Glenurqhuart’s Michael Fraser during last Saturday’s Marine Harvest 
Premiership match at Moss� eld Stadium, which the Oban side won 2-0. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

INVERARAY and Kyles 
Athletic will compete for the 
Gregor Cameron Consultancy 
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup this 
Saturday, June 25, at Taynuilt 
Sports Field.

First contested in 1879 when 
Glasgow Cowal emerged vic-
tors, the tournament is open to 
all south senior sides playing in 
shinty’s top three tiers. 

Inveraray go into this year’s 
final as underdogs but they have 
won the famous trophy 13 times 
since 1995.

They beat Aberdour 3-1 in this 
year’s quarter-finals with player/
manager Ruaraidh Graham, 
Neil Shaw and Lewis Mont-
gomery on target. They then 
defeated Glasgow Mid Argyll 
2-1 in their semi-final tie last 

month courtesy of goals from 
Lewis MacNicol and Garry 
MacPherson. 

Holders Kyles Athletic are 
going for ‘four-in-a-row’ in this 
competition. 

Five-goal Dunkie Kerr helped 
them to a resounding 12-0 
victory over Bute which secured 
a semi-final spot against Oban 
Camanachd.

This was a repeat of last year’s 
final which Kyles won 4-2. They 
once again edged out the Moss-
field men 2-1 with goals from 
Sandy MacKenzie and Innes 
MacDonald securing the chance 
to retain the trophy.

Archie Robertson from the 
Glasgow Celtic Society said: ‘We 
are looking forward to another 
successful day at Taynuilt after 

the success of last year’s final. 
We’d like to thank sponsors Gre-
gor Cameron Consultancy, 
Taynuilt Sports Council and 
Taynuilt Shinty Club for their 
co-operation in the lead up to 
the big day.’

The Glasgow Celtic Society 
will once again honour the 
winning team from 50 years ago. 

Kyles Athletic stalwart and 
captain of the 1966 winning 
side Chic Jamieson will lead the 
surviving veterans as they are 
introduced to the supporters. 

A large crowd is expected 
and with both teams playing 
attractive shinty, an entertaining 
encounter is assured. 

Throw-up is at 4pm and the 
match will be broadcast live on 
BBC Alba.

Camanachd Cup 
– second round 
replay
Skye Camanachd 2 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 1
Skye Camanachd are through to 
the Camanachd Cup quarter-fi-
nals after they beat Glasgow Mid 
Argyll 2-1 in their last 16 replay 
at Pairc nan Laoch, Portree.

The match was played in 
glorious conditions and Craig 
Anderson and Euan Forsyth 
forced good early saves from 
Skye keeper Iain MacLeod. 

Kenny Campbell, playing at 
full forward for Skye, sent an 
effort past the post and although 
the first half was end-to-end, 
there was little to trouble either 
keeper other than another Ken-
ny Campbell strike on 41 min-
utes which was saved with his 
feet by GMA goalie Jonathon 
Oates after a Jordan Murchison 
shot was blocked.

GMA took the lead on 46 
minutes when a fierce 25-yard 
shot from Euan Forsyth beat an 
unsighted Iain Macleod to put 
the visitors in front.

The goal seemed to jolt Skye 
into action and they drew level 
on 52 minutes. 

Will Cowie sent a ball on goal 

which keeper Oates saved but 
the ball kicked up and Jordan 
Murchison scored to make it 1-1.

Skye made changes as the game 
moved into the final 15 minutes 
and the switches paid off on 79 
minutes. Iain MacLeod struck a 
long goal-hit which was played 
on by Kenny Campbell to James 
Pringle who had been pushed 
forward from wing centre to 
wing forward. Pringle crossed 
to Will Cowie who took a good 
first touch to beat his man and 
finished off the best move of the 
match to put Skye 2-1 in front.      

GMA pushed to take the tie 
into extra-time but it’s Skye who 
go forward to a quarter-final 
tie against Newtonmore at the 
Eilan on Saturday July 9.

Balliemore Cup – 
semi-� nals
Beauly 4 
Kilmallie 8
Kilmallie reached the Bal-
liemore Cup Final after they 
battled back from 4-1 down to 
beat Beauly 8-4 in an incredible 
semi-final tie at Craigard.

Kilmallie threatened first 
and a Duncan Rodger shot was 
saved with his feet by Josh Grant 
who saw the ball spin up and 
over the bar. 

It was Beauly who took the 

lead on five minutes when Ryan 
MacKay and Conor Ross com-
bined with the former seeing 
his shot come back off the post 
and fall for Calum Morrison in 
the middle of the goal who sent 
the rebound over the shoulder of 
keeper Shane Gillies to make it 
1-0.  

Kilmallie equalised 12 minutes 
later when Michael Rodger won 
possession from Beauly’s Liam 
Mutch and sent a low shot into 
the net to make it 1-1.

Beauly went on to have a pur-
ple patch and soon led 4-1. They 
went back in front on 20 minutes 
when Conor Ross netted from 
inside the ‘D’. 

A Ross Forbes shot a minute 
later took a wicked bounce in 
front of Kilmallie keeper Shane 
Gillies and the ball kicked into 
the net to make it 3-1.

Beauly were on top with full 
centre David MacLean domi-
nating proceedings.

They added a fourth on 23 
minutes with probably the goal 
of the match. Jack MacDonald 
collected possession in midfield 
before turning past marker Mar-
tin Stewart. He held off a couple 
of challenges before sending a 
shot from distance high into the 
net to make it 4-1. 

A minute later, referee John 
Angus Gillies booked Andrew 

Morrison for a trip on Duncan 
Rodger just outside the ‘D’ as 
he ran in on goal. The Kilmallie 
set-piece saw Bryan Mackay 
flick the ball into the air and a 
stretching Duncan Rodger sent 
his goal attempt wide of the post. 

Michael Rodger was next into 
the book for kicking out at an 
opponent following a touchline 
challenge on 28 minutes. 

Kilmallie full back Alan 
MacDonald performed heroics 
to clear the ball off the line to 
prevent what could have been 
a clinching fifth Beauly goal on 
the half-hour mark. 

Liam MacDonald was booked 
for a late swing on Liam Mutch 
on 37 minutes and the Canal 
Parks side seemed frustrated at 
their lack of possession for their 
forwards.

Beauly could have sealed the 
win but Kilmallie keeper Shane 
Gillies made three first class 
saves to keep his side in the tie.

The Kilmallie forwards were 
coming deep to try and help their 
midfield and, with just seconds 
of the first half remaining, Liam 
MacDonald held off Beauly full 
back Andrew Morrison before 
striding forward and firing a 
back-handed shot home to make 
it 4-2. 

There wasn’t enough time for 
referee John Angus Gillies to 
restart the match. 

With David MacLean tiring, 
the Beauly midfield looked vul-
nerable and Kilmallie reduced 
the deficit on the hour mark 
when Duncan Rodger opened 
his account as he sent the ball 
high into the net from the right 
of the ‘D’.

Referee John Angus Gillies 
booked Peter Carmichael on 
67 minutes for a swing which 
struck Beauly’s Calum Morrison 
on the head but, fortunately, he 
was wearing a helmet. Morrison 
had been taking the ball down 
at the edge of the ‘D’ before the 
challenge. 

Liam MacDonald drew Kil-
mallie level on 75 minutes when 
he crashed a good ball forward 
high into the net to make it 4-4. 

Kilmallie went in front for the 
first time in the tie with only 14 
minutes remaining when Liam 
MacDonald cut the ball to 
Duncan Rodger who swiped a 
shot home from inside the ‘D’ to 
make it 5-4. 

Kilmallie added a sixth with 
just 10 minutes remaining. 
A darting run forward from 
Michael Rodger, down the Kil-
mallie right, caused problems in 
the Beauly defence and Rodger 
laid the ball on a plate for Liam 
MacDonald to complete his hat-
trick to make it 6-4.

Referee John Angus Gillies 
awarded Kilmallie a penalty on 
82 minutes for an infringement 
on Kilmallie substitute Aaron 
Sandison who had burst into the 

‘D’. But the normally reliable 
Duncan Rodger saw his penalty 
saved by Josh Grant.  

Kilmallie, who were much 
better in the second half, also 
had defender Craig MacIsaac 
yellow-carded for a swing which 
caught Ross Forbes. 

Duncan Rodger completed his 
hat-trick on 90 minutes when he 
turned and thumped the ball 
into the roof of the net to make 
it 7-4.

As the tie moved into injury 
time, Beauly were unable to 
clear a corner and Michael 
Rodger volleyed home from 10 
yards to make it 8-4.

This was a great advert 
for shinty and the Kilmallie 
supporters were delighted to 
see their team reach the 2016 
Balliemore Cup Final.

Strathglass 1 
Caberfeidh 3
Caberfeidh will meet Kilmallie 
in the 2016 Balliemore Cup 
Final after they beat Strathglass 
3-1 at Bught Park, Inverness. 

Martin MacDonald put Cabers 
ahead on 28 minutes with the 
only goal of the first half. 

Liam Symonds added a second 
on 48 minutes and when Gavin 
McLaughlan made it 3-0 on 77 
minutes, there was only going be 
one winner.

Strathglass coped well against 
higher league opposition and 
Darren Reid pulled a goal back 
three minutes from time. 

Neil Ferguson was the match 
referee.

The 2016 Balliemore Cup 
Final between Kilmallie and 
Caberfeidh is scheduled for 
Saturday July 16 with the venue 
still to be confirmed. 

Strathdearn Cup – 
second round
Fort William 5 
Newtonmore 4 
Fort William’s second team are 
through to the Strathdearn Cup 
quarter-finals after turning in 
their best performance of the 
season to beat Newtonmore’s 
second team 5-4 at An Aird.

There was an early goal at each 
end with Scott Henderson giving 
the Fort a second minute lead 
and Martin Hall levelling on 
eight minutes. 

Lewis Clark made the most of 
an opportunity to put the home 
side back in front on 15 minutes 
but ’More drew level for a sec-
ond time with John MacKenzie 
scoring on 27 minutes. 

MacKenzie got his second on 
35 minutes to put the visitors 
ahead for the first time in the 
match. The lead only lasted a 
couple of minutes though as 
referee John Matheson pointed 
to the penalty spot and Arran 
MacPhee stepped up to make 
his usual efficient job from the 

spot. The scoring continued 
into the second half. Scott 
Henderson got his second to put 
Fort William ahead once more a 
minute into the second period. 

The home side lost Lachie 
Shaw with a foot injury but that 
didn’t deter them and Scott 
Henderson completed his hat-
trick on 64 minutes to make it 
5-3.

Duncan Gorman made it 5-4 
on 81 minutes but Fort William 
saw out the closing stages and 
will now travel to Blairbeg to 
play the Glenurquhart colts in 
the Strathdearn Cup quarter-fi-
nals on Saturday July 16. 

Lewis Camanachd 2 
Kingussie 9
The Kingussie colts made 
their first trip to Shawbost and 
secured a place in the next 
round with a 9-2 win over Lewis 
Camanachd. 

The sides had met once before, 
in 2008, when Kingussie were 
14-0 victors in the Strathdearn 
Cup at Inverlael. Lewis were 
only playing in the cup compe-
titions at that time and played 
their home matches in Ullapool. 

John Gibson gave Kingussie, 
who were without Kevin Thain, 
an opening minute lead and he 
added a second on 18 minutes.

Lewis forward Donald Lamont 
got onto a Eoghan Stewart pass 
but his strike was ruled out by 
referee Ronnie Campbell. 

Will Church, set up by Eoghan 
Stewart, pulled a goal back for 
Lewis on 22 minutes but a Rod-
dy Young brace on 26 and 27 
minutes and a Dylan Borthwick 
strike on 37 minutes made it 5-1 
after the first 45 minutes. 

Roddy Young completed his 
hat-trick a minute into the sec-
ond half. 

Lewis Camanachd’s Ally Lam-
ont made it 6-2 on 54 minutes, 
with Eoghan Stewart again the 
provider. 

A fourth Roddy Young goal 
on 71 minutes and a Ruaridh 
Anderson double on 80 and 85 
minutes rounded off the 9-2 
success. 

Lewis turned in a performance 
which was full of graft and they 
were unfortunate with a couple 
of the goals. 

Lochaber 1 
Skye Camanachd 5
Skye Camanachd’s second 
team beat their Lochaber coun-
ter-parts 5-1 in their noon throw 
up at Spean Bridge.

Iain MacLellan settled Skye 
into the tie with goals on three 
and nine minutes and went on 
to complete his hat-trick on 26 
minutes.

Ryan Gunn netted for Loch-
aber on 31 minutes to make it 
3-1 at the break.

A first goal at second team 
level for Martin Pringle made 

it 4-1 on 66 minutes and Neil 
John Campbell made it 5-1 on 
76 minutes. 

Lochcarron 5 
Caberfeidh 5 
(After extra time - Lochcarron 
won 3-0 on penalties)
Lochcarron came from 4-1 
down to beat Caberfeidh on 
penalties after an action-packed 
afternoon at Battery Park.

Nick Dalgety gave Lochcarron 
the lead on 13 minutes but Colin 
MacLennan on 21 minutes, Alan 
Ross on 35 minutes and Stuart 
Kryzanowski on the stroke of 
half-time meant Cabers led 3-1 
at the interval. 

When Robbie Sehar made it 
4-1 on 58 minutes, things looked 
bleak for Lochcarron.

They fought back though and 
three goals in the last 14 minutes 
took the tie to extra-time. Kier-
an Murray on 76 minutes, Niall 
Arnott on 83 minutes and a last-
gasp Angus Urquhart effort a 
minute from time made it 4-4. 

Colin MacLennan put Cabers 
back in front on 98 minutes but 
Liam Arnott made it 5-5 with 
100 minutes played. 

And if all that wasn’t enough, 
referee Archie Ritchie then had 
to show red cards to Lochcarron 
brothers Sean MacCuish and 
David MacCuish and Caber-
feidh’s Paddy Wilson following 
an incident late on. 

With no scoring during the 
final 20 minutes, referee Archie 
Ritchie took the tie to a penalty 
shoot-out. Nick Dalgety stepped 
up first for Lochcarron and 
scored whilst Alan MacKay did 
like-wise. Douglas MacKenzie 
then missed for the home side 
but Liam Arnott netted. Mean-
time, Lochcarron keeper Mat-
thew Young had saved all three 
Cabers’ penalties so Lochcarron 
won the shoot-out 3-0.

Caithness 0 
Kinlochshiel 8
The Kinlochshiel second team 
sent a young squad north where 
they beat Caithness 8-0 at View-
firth.

Caithness had been training 
hard for this encounter and only 
trailed 3-0 at the break with 
Ross Fraser netting twice on 
19 and 32 minutes and Duncan 
Matheson getting the other five 
minutes before half-time.

’Shiel, minus Colin MacDi-
armid who was serving the 
second game of a two match 
suspension, scored three times 
in a three-minute spell early in 
the second half. 

Ross Fraser took his tally for 
the afternoon to four goals with 
shots on 52 and 54 minutes, ei-
ther side of a 53 minute Nathan 
Whear strike.

Duncan Newton Grant added 
his name to the scoresheet with 
goals on 70 and 80 minutes 
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Fixtures

Results
Saturday June 18
Camanachd Cup 
2nd Round Replay 
Skye 2-1 Glasgow Mid Argyll

Balliemore Cup
Semi Final
Beauly 4-8 Kilmallie  
Strathglass 1-3 Caberfeidh

Strathdearn Cup
2nd Round
Aberdeen Un P-P Lovat
Lovat unable to field a team,
walkover to Aberdeen Uni
Lochaber 1-5 Skye 
Lochcarron 5-5 Caberfeidh
Lochcarron won 3-0 on 
penalties 
Caithness 0-8 Kinlochshiel 
Lewis 2-9 Kingussie     
Fort William 5-4 Newtonmore
Boleskine 2-6 Kilmallie 

Marine Harvest
Premiership
Lochaber 2-4 Kingussie 
Newtonmore 3-2 Kinlochshiel
Oban Caman 2-0 Glenurquhart
Kyles Athletic 5-0 Lovat 

Marine Harvest
National Division
Ballachulish 4-1 Bute 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Aberdour 2-1 Glenorchy 
Kyles Athletic 3-4 Inveraray
Lochside Rovers 6-2 Taynuilt
Col Glen 0-5 Oban Celtic 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Kilmory P-P Oban Lorn
Oban Lorn unable to field a 
team, points to Kilmory 

Caberfeidh’s Martin MacDonald and Scott Douglas from Strathglass swing at the same time during 
last weekend’s Balliemore Cup semi-� nal. Caberfeidh won 3-1. Photo: Donald Cameron

  
Friday June 24
Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Newtonmore v Kingussie  
Martin MacLean - 7pm

Saturday June 25
Gregor Cameron
Consultancy Celtic Society 
Cup Final
Inveraray v Kyles Athletic  
Deek Cameron - 4pm
at Playing Field, Taynuilt

Artemis Macaulay Cup
Quarter Final
Skye v Kinlochshiel   
Archie Ritchie - 3pm
Newtonmore v Lovat   
Graham Cameron

Marine Harvest Premiership 
Fort William v Kingussie  
Robert Baxter - 3.30pm
Lochaber v Oban Camanachd 
Evan MacRae - 12.30pm 

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Inverness v Caberfeidh  
Innes Wood

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Fort William v Lovat  
John Angus Gillies 11am
Kinlochshiel v Glenurquhart 
Andy MacLean
Strathglass v Beauly  
John Matheson

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Glenorchy v Oban Celtic  
Willie MacDonald - 1pm

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Caberfeidh v Glengarry  
Scot McNeil
Lewis v Aberdeen University  
Iain Kennedy - 1pm
at Beauly
Lochaber v Boleskine   
John Wood 3pm 
Lochcarron v Inverness  
Daniel MacRae
Strathspey v Kilmallie  
Brian MacKay

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Aberdour v Tayforth   
Ross Brown
Dunoon v Bute   
Ewan MacDonald
  
Throw-ups 2pm unless stated.

Beauly’s Ewen Campbell tries to block the swing of Kilmallie’s Liam Macdonald. Photo: Neil Paterson

to complete the 8-0 win. Kin-
lochshiel reserves are also on 
the road in the quarter-finals as 
they make the shorter journey 
to Pairc nan Laoch, Portree, to 
play Skye Camanachd reserves. 

Boleskine 2 
Kilmallie 6
The Kilmallie second team 
sealed their place in the next 
round with a 6-2 triumph over 
Boleskine in their 1pm throw up 
at Smith Park.

Keith Nicolson and Neil Hope 
scored for Boleskine but Ross 
MacKenzie, Ian Robertson, 
a Jamie MacEachan hat-trick 
and Kerr Rodger made it 6-2 to 
put the Kilmallie second team 
through. 

They will have home advan-
tage against Lochcarron in the 
last eight of the tournament.

Aberdeen University W/O v 
Lovat
Aberdeen University, top of 
Marine Harvest North Division 
2, were given a bye into the next 
round after the Lovat reserves 
were unable to raise a team for 
their tie at Balgownie. With both 
teams having long away fixtures, 
the Balgate side’s resources were 
stretched as their first team had 
eight absentees for their league 
trip to Tighnabruaich.  

Aberdeen University will now 
host the Kingussie seconds in 
the quarter-finals.  

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Newtonmore 3 
Kinlochshiel 2
Newly-crowned RBS MacTavish 
Cup winners Newtonmore 
returned to the top of shinty’s 
premier league after beating 
Kinlochshiel 3-2 at the Eilan. 

The sides went into the match 
occupying the top two spots in 
in the division with ’Shiel two 
points better off.  

Conor Jones gave Newtonmore 
the lead on 15 minutes when, 
with his back to goal just outside 
the ‘D’, he turned to see his 
snapshot finding its way to the 
back of the net to make it 1-0. 

Newtonmore enjoyed a lot of 
early pressure and when the 
ball broke out following another 
good attack, Evan Menzies 
found space away from marker 
Conor Cormack and hit home a 
nice drive from around 25 yards 
to make it 2-0. 

Kinlochshiel came back into 
the game and pulled a goal back 
on 27 minutes when Oliver Mac-
Rae sent a pass across goal and 
Keith MacRae hit the ball on the 
half volley, hard into the net to 
make it 2-1.

Newtonmore restored their 
two-goal cushion on 58 minutes 
when Norman Campbell scored 
a well-taken and ultimately 
crucial third goal. 

Campbell got round ’Shiel full 
back Paul MacRae and his half-
swing from the edge of the ‘D’ 
sent the ball into the top corner 
of the net to make it 3-1. 

Newtonmore had chances to 
add a fourth goal and seal the 
win but ‘Shiel battled well, as 
they do, and got a goal back on 
76 minutes when Keith MacRae 
fired in a hard, low shot from 
just past the penalty spot. Whilst 
’More keeper Owen got his feet 
to the ball, he couldn’t keep it 
out of the net.

This made for a less com-
fortable last 15 minutes for 
Newtonmore but they did just 
enough to deserve both points 
and will hope the return of Glen 
MacKintosh, Iain Robinson and 
Chris Sellar next week will give 
them plenty options ahead of the 
Artemis Macaulay Cup meeting 
with Lovat. 

Kinlochshiel put a lot into the 
game and there was disappoint-
ment in their camp that they 
didn’t take anything from the 
encounter. 

Newtonmore lead Kinlochshi-
el and Oban Camanachd on goal 
difference but they have games 
in hand on their opponents.

Oban Camanachd 2
Glenurquhart 0
Oban Camanachd share top 
spot in the Premier League 
after an impressive win over 
Glenurquhart. 
 The home side had a full squad 

to choose from with Scott McK-
illop and Daniel MacVicar back 
in the starting line-up.  

Mossfield was in perfect con-
dition and it was the home side, 
assisted by a stiff breeze, that 
began positively taking the lead 
after 15 minutes through the 
impressive Lorne Dickie with a 
wonder strike from 20 yards. 
 With most of the play, Cama-
nachd were looking to increase 
their lead and the ‘Glen’ had 
keeper Stuart MacIntosh to 
thank for a string of fine saves. 
 Camanachd were not to be 
denied though and after fine 
link-up play between Daniel 
Cameron, Connor Howe and 
Malcolm Clark, Daniel MacVic-
ar’s neat finish made it 2-0 to the 
home side.
 Ten minutes from half-time,  
the visitors responded and only 
a brilliant save from Gavin 
Stobbart prevented them from 
reducing the lead on the stroke 
of half-time as referee Graham 
Cameron signalled for end of 
the first half

Glenurquhart, with wind ad-
vantage, began the second half 
well as Camanachd took time to 
settle.  Gradually the home side 
took control in midfield with 
David Lafferty, Lorne Dickie 
and Aidan MacIntyre now gain-
ing the upper hand.

Again it took a series of fine 
saves by the ‘Glen’ keeper to pre-
vent Camanachd adding to their 
lead.  With the game drawing to 
a close, the visitors continued to 
take the game to Camanachd 
but found the defensive unit of 
Garry Lord, Gary McKerracher, 
James MacMillan and Scott 
McKillop in good form.  

Anything that did get past 
them was ably dealt with by 
home keeper Gavin Stobbart.  

Team manager Ian Hay rang 
the changes in the last quarter 
bringing on Willie Neilson, Ian 
Campbell and Andrew ‘Papa’ 
MacCuish.

There was no further scoring 
which meant Camanachd 
bagged two more valuable points 
in the quest for league success.

Ian Hay said: ‘This was a better 
performance from the team, 
especially the good start which 
was important against an expe-
rienced Glenurquhart side and 
that laid the foundations for the 
win.  Next week we travel to play 
Lochaber at Spean Bridge with 
a 12.30pm throw-up where we 
hope to continue our good run 
of form in the league.’

Kyles Athletic 5 
Lovat 0
Kyles Athletic leap-frogged Lo-
vat into fourth spot in the league 
after they beat the Balgate side 
5-0 in their 3pm throw up at 
Tighnabruaich.

The pitch was in excellent 
condition on a bright, sunny day 
and Kyles went in front after just 
two minutes. 

Innes MacDonald touched 
the ball gracefully past his 
marker and then shifted it to 
the left of the other full back. 
His half-swing from the edge 
of the ‘D’ sent the ball soaring 

into the top corner of the net.  
Gordon Whyte made it 2-0 on 
10 minutes before Sandy Mac-
Kenzie doubled the home side’s 
advantage with strikes on 25 and 
32 minutes. 

Robbie MacLeod made it 5-0 
on 41 minutes. 

There were no goals in the sec-
ond half which was likely due to 
a combination of Lovat digging 
in and Kyles having one eye on 
next week’s Gregor Cameron 
Consultancy Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup Final.

Innes MacDonald was 
withdrawn after feeling his leg 
tighten. 

This was a precautionary 
measure with this coming 
Saturday’s cup final meeting 
with Inveraray, who didn’t have 
a fixture last Saturday, in mind. 

Lochaber 2 
Kingussie 4
It was a fourth meeting this year 
between Lochaber and Kingus-
sie.

After a draw and two defeats, 
Kingussie recorded their first 
victory with a 4-2 triumph in the 
3pm throw up at Spean Bridge.

Savio Genini put the ‘Kings’ 
ahead on 16 minutes but Kevin 
Ferguson made it 1-1 a couple of 
minutes later.

Ben Delaney put Lochaber 
ahead just five minutes before 
the break and it remained that 
way until the final 16 minutes of 
the contest.

Savio Genini got his second on 
74 minutes to make it 2-2. James 
Hutchison on 83 minutes and a 
hat-trick goal from Savio Genini 
made it 4-2 two minutes later.

Sixth-placed Kingussie are 
now four points ahead of sev-
enth-placed Lochaber, with both 
clubs having played ten matches.  

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Ballachulish 4 
Bute 1
Ballachulish recorded their 
first Marine Harvest National 
Division victory when they beat 
Bute 4-1 at Jubilee Park. 

Ballachulish took the lead 
on four minutes when John 
MacDonald played a free hit 
to Malcolm Watson whose shot 
nestled in the back of the net. 

John MacDonald was at the 
centre of things again on eight  
minutes when his shot was 
missed by Kevin Queen in the 
Bute goal.

Bute settled after that and the 
home side took their 2-0 lead 
into the break. 

John MacDonald got his sec-
ond and Ballachulish’s third goal 
on 52 minutes. Kevin Queen 
made a good save but MacDon-
ald collected the rebound and 
slotted the ball home. 

Duncan MacDonald made it 
4-0 on 81 minutes. Again the 
goal came from a rebound as 
Kevin Queen kept out another 
shot on target but Duncan Mac-
Donald was on hand to score. 

There was some consolation 
for Bute three minutes from 
time when a high ball from the 

right bounced just outside the 
‘D’ and Ben Clarke struck past 
the keeper to make it 4-1.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers 6 
Taynuilt 2
The fixture between Taynuilt 
and Lochside Rovers was orig-
inally scheduled for Taynuilt 
Sports Field but was switched to 
Ganavan during the week. 

And league leaders Lochside 
Rovers stay out in front after 
running out 6-2 winners.

Scott MacMillan was in the 
Lochside ranks and he opened 
the scoring on six minutes. 

Former Lochside player Liam 
Higgins drew Taynuilt level on 
the half-hour mark. 

Scott MacMillan put the 
Oban side back in front with his 
second goal on 33 minutes but 
again Liam Higgins equalised, 
this time just a minute later, and 
it remained 2-2 until the break. 

The second half belonged to 
Lochside and Scott MacMillan 
completed his hat-trick on 48 
minutes.  

Oban Saints footballer Donald 
Campbell wrapped up the 
Lochside victory with a hat-trick 
thanks to goals on 70, 82 and 85 
minutes to make it 6-2. 

Lochside stay a point clear 
of Aberdour at the top of the 
table but they have played three 
games more. 
Col Glen 0 
Oban Celtic 5
Oban Celtic got back on their 
winning ways when they defeat-

ed Col Glen 5-0 at Glendaruel.
The Oban side travelled 

determined to prove a point to 
manger Kenny Wotherspoon 
after the disappointment a point 
dropped against Taynuilt the 
previous week. 

Celtic started well and forced 
the Col Glen keeper into a num-
ber of saves. They had a chance 
to take the lead on 14 minutes 
when referee Ewan MacDonald 
awarded them a penalty and 
Daniel Madej scored from the 
spot.

The visitors continued to press 
and they doubled their lead four  
minutes later when a through-
ball from Kenny Wotherspoon 
was met by the advancing Fraser 
MacMillan who rifled a shot 
into the top right corner of the 
net. 

Celtic pretty much settled the 
tie four minutes before half-time 
when Fraser MacMillan grabbed 
his second to make it 3-0. 

Any chance Col Glen had 
of getting back into the game 
disappeared three minutes after 
the restart when Daniel Mac-
Millan scored a fourth.  

Celtic completed the scoring 
on 52 minutes when Daniel 
MacMillan grabbed his second 
to make it 5-0. 

Col Glen stuck at it but they 
could find no way through 
the Celtic back four of Andy 
MacDonald, Ally McKerracher, 
Lewis McPhee and David Hill. 

The final outcome was Col 
Glen’s biggest home defeat of 
the season and Oban Celtic now 
climb above them into third 
spot in the league and they have 
games in hand on the two teams 
above them.   

After the match, Oban Celtic 
manager Kenny Wotherspoon 
said: ‘I was delighted with the 
response I got from the lads 
today. 

‘Everyone performed to the 
level I expect. It’s another game 
played and two more points on 
the board. We will just keep 
working towards our target for 
the season.’

Aberdour 2 
Glenorchy 1
Aberdour came from behind 
to beat Glenorchy 2-1 at Sliver 
Sands.

Aberdour went a man down 
early in the game when Finlay 
Williamson was sent off by 
referee David Mitchell for a late 
swing at Duncan Smith. 

Duncan Smith proved to 
be both saint and sinner for 
Glenorchy. He gave them the 
lead on 15 minutes when he 
slotted the ball home.

But an Angus Thorburn volley 
made it 1-1 a couple of minutes 
later. 

Aberdour weren’t playing like 
a team a player short and David 
MacKenzie passed up a couple 

of chances to put them in front. 
Aberdour took the lead a 

minute into the second half 
when Jack Mitchell thumped the 
ball high into the net with what 
proved to be the winning goal.

The match turned into a tousy 
affair and, with five minutes re-
maining, there was more paper-
work for referee David Mitchell 
after he sent off Glenorchy scor-
er Duncan Smith who will miss 
this Saturday’s league meeting 
with Oban Celtic. Throw-up is 
at 1pm. 

Kyles Athletic 3 
Inveraray 4
The reserve derby meeting 
between Kyles Athletic and 
Inveraray was a noon throw-up 
and the home side won it by the 
odd goal in seven at Tighnabru-
aich.

Lewis Montgomery gave the 
visitors a 10 minute lead and he 
got his and Inveraray’s second 
on 40 minutes.

Kyles were never out of it 
though and Martin MacFadyen 
made it 2-1 a couple of minutes 
before the break.

Kenneth Kirkhope made it 
3-1 on 47 minutes but, just 60 
seconds later, Kyle Mcmartin 
was on target to make it 3-2.

Kenneth Kirkhope got his 
second on 78 minutes to give 
Inveraray some breathing space. 
And they needed it as Martin 
MacFadyen got his second a 
couple of minutes from time to 
make it 4-3. 

This was the Inveraray reserves 
first league win of the season. 

They remain bottom of the ta-
ble but now only trail Glenorchy 
and the Kyles reserves on goal 
difference. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Kilmory W/O v 
Oban Lorn
Kilmory were awarded the 
points when Oban Lorn were 
unable to raise a team for their 
2pm throw up at MacRae Park.

This puts Kilmory two points 
clear of Tayforth at the top of 
the table, although Tayforth now 
have two games in hand. 

OBAN Camanachd under 
17s qualified for the final 
of the MacQuiston Cup de-
feating Glasgow Mid Argyll 
7-0 at the Winterton.  

They now play Inveraray 
District in the final.

The game will be played 
at Mossfield Stadium, 
Oban, this Sunday with a 
2.30pm throw-up.

MacQuiston Cup 
� nal on Sunday
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Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday June 23, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)
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Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 01.24 1.0 07.16 3.6 13.37 1.0 19.40 3.8
Fri 02.03 1.0 07.51 3.5 14.14 1.0 20.19 3.7
Sat 02.45 1.1 08.32 3.4 14.56 1.1 21.02 3.6
Sun 03.33 1.2 09.19 3.3 15.45 1.2 21.53 3.5
Mon 04.29 1.3 10.13 3.1 16.43 1.3 22.55 3.3
Tues 05.36 1.4 11.21 3.0 17.52 1.4  **.** 1.4
Wed 00.15 3.3 06.47 1.4 12.47 3.0 19.07 1.4
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

6
16

15

Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 12°C to 17ºC.
Friday Light rain showers
 Winds light west south westerly
 Temperatures 11°C to 16ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light west north westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 15ºC.

Football

SailingOBAN’S Billy and Steven 
Forteith, sailing their First 31.7 
Shadowfax, lifted the silverware 
overall at the recent Glencoe 
regatta. 

Winning Friday’s passage 
race from Oban to Onich, the 
Shadow fax team added two firsts 
at the regatta in class one to lift 
the coveted Ballachullish Slate 
Trophy. Angus Fyfe’s Contessa 
25 Popcorn from Glencoe Boat 
Club took first in the slow hand-
icap class after finishing second 
to Shadowfax on Friday and also 
taking two wins on Saturday in 
Loch Leven. 

Reasonable winds with a flood 
tide saw a dozen yachts leave 

Billy and Steven Forteith’s Shadowfax, centre, was overall winner 
at Glencoe Regatta held recently.

SAM MacKinnon from Oban 
is supporting the charity Dia-
betes UK to raise awareness of 
the illness and set the record 
straight about what it’s really 
like to live with the condition.

Sam travelled to Glasgow to 
join a group of children from 
across Scotland with type 1 
diabetes to play football with 
Celtic player Scott Allan, who 
is also living with the condition; 
proving that having diabetes is 
not a barrier to playing sport. 

Sam said: ‘I was diagnosed 
with type 1 diabetes when I was 
eight years old. It can be annoy-
ing sometimes as you have to 
remember to test your blood all 
the time and think about what 
you’re eating so you can take 
the right amount of insulin but 
it doesn’t stop me from doing 
anything. Some people think 
because I have type 1 diabetes I 
can’t play sport but I play sport 
all the time.’

More than four million people 
are living with diabetes across 
the UK, including 276,000 in 
Scotland. There are two main 
types of diabetes: type 1 diabe-
tes affects around 10 per cent 
of those diagnosed while type 2 

Sam joins footballer Scott Allan to set 
the record straight about diabetes

diabetes accounts for almost 90 
per cent of cases. 

Type 1 diabetes is most com-
monly diagnosed in children and 
adolescents although it can de-
velop at any age. It’s a condition 
where the body cannot produce 
insulin and is treated by taking 
daily insulin doses either by 
injection or via an insulin pump. 
No one knows exactly what 
causes type 1 diabetes but it’s 
not caused by eating too many 
sweets or being overweight and 
it isn’t currently preventable. 

Misunderstood
Despite its prevalence, diabe-

tes is still a very misunderstood 
condition with a number of 
common myths and miscon-
ceptions. This Diabetes Week, 
Diabetes UK is ‘setting the re-
cord straight’ to raise awareness 
of the condition and let people 
know the truth about what it’s 
like to live with it every day. 
As part of the campaign Sam, 
Scott and children from across 
Scotland with type 1 diabetes 
feature in a short online film 
which Diabetes UK hopes will 
go some way to dispelling the 
myth that people with diabetes 
can’t play sport. 

Parkhead star Scott said: ‘It’s 
great that Diabetes UK is ‘Set-
ting the Record Straight’ for this 
year’s Diabetes Week. Diabetes 
is very misunderstood and a lot 
of people believe the myths sur-
rounding the condition. There 
are some who think that people 
with type 1 diabetes can’t play 
sport but I think I’m an example 
of how wrong that assumption 
is. I’ve lived with type 1 diabetes 
since I was three, and I’ve never 
let it hold me back. I’m pretty 
sure none of the children at 
today’s event are letting the 
condition stop them from doing 
what they want to do either.

‘This Diabetes UK event has 
been excellent – I’ve really 
enjoyed chatting and playing 
football with the children. It’s 
been lots of fun and I hope the 
kids have had a good day too.’

As part of the event, Sam 
took part in a football coaching 
session and games at Toryglen 
Regional Football Centre in 
Glasgow, followed by a trip to 
the nearby Hampden Museum.

Sam said: ‘It was brilliant to 
meet Scott because he shows 
that it doesn’t matter if you have 
diabetes. You can still do what 

you want to do. It’s great to see 
people with diabetes playing 
sport professionally.’

Although Sam demonstrates 
that diabetes does not have to 
hold you back, it is a complex 
condition which requires careful 
management every day in order 
to stay healthy. 

Scott added: ‘It can be tough 
living with type 1 diabetes every 
day but it is possible to manage 
it and live the life you want.  It’s 
important that people living 
with diabetes get the support 
and information they need to 
live well. 

Diabetes Scotland runs an ex-
cellent helpline that people can 
get in touch with for specialist 
information and advice on all 
aspects of living with diabetes. 
You can call on 0141 212 8710 
or email helpline.scotland@
diabetes.org.uk and speak to 
someone who understands what 
it’s really like to live with diabe-
tes. Sometimes we all need a bit 
of extra help so it’s great to know 
that support is just a phone call 
or email away.’

Athletics

Sports day will mark opening of
new jumps facility at Lochgilphead

Sam MacKinnon pictured with Celtic footballer Scott Allan at Toryglen Football Centre in Glasgow 
during Diabetes Week.

Oban Bay on Friday with kites 
being set for the majority of the 
race. Jean and Peter Aitken were 
officers of the day. However, 
patchy wind through the Appin 
Narrows and north of Shuna saw 
the slower end of the fleet catch 
up and it was some time before 
the faster yachts caught a breeze 
again.

A tide change and lightening 
winds caught the majority of 
the fleet out at the entrance to 
Loch Leven and many boats 
were forced to retire. However, 
the wind filled in and lifted the 
remaining yachts to the finish at 
Onich.

Shadowfax made a major gain 

getting into the breeze first and 
won the race by a big margin to 
lift not only the win on handicap 
but line honours.

Light but reasonable winds 
gave good conditions for the two 
races on the Saturday in Loch 
Leven under race officer Peter 
Duggan. Local Peter Watt and 
his BB10 Vaila showed form 
after three years out of the 
water finishing second overall, 
while Eric and Irena Chapman’s 
Sigma 33 Amber Haze of Oban 
Sailing Club finished third in 
class. The kenspeckle Elrhuna 
of Hilary Watson was helmed 
by son Mungo into second place 
overall with the 106-year-old 

yacht looking fresh out of the 
wrappers. The boat has been 
worked on extensively over the 
winter and looked stunning on 
the water. Hot Toddy was third, 
with the Hawk 20 of Jean and 
Peter Aitken third. 

The prize-giving dinner was 
hosted by Crafts and Things in 
Glencoe with the Fyfe’s Clan 
MacDuff Hotel of Fort William 
catering for the event.

Robert Watt, commodore of 
Glencoe Boat Club, said: ‘It’s 
been another brilliant regatta – 
our main event of the year and 
we were delighted to welcome 
so many visitors in amazing con-
ditions. I want to thank Tracey, 

our secretary, and husband Nigel 
for their help, Colin Haste who 
was on hamburgers, Alec Blanc, 
our treasurer and barman, Peter 
Watt and the Mills family, as 
well as Jo MacIntyre, Kerry 
Tozer, Joan and Jeanette Watt 
for all helping at the regatta.  

‘We held a ‘push the boat out’ 
session last month where taster 
sessions in dinghies, keelboats 
and tours in powerboats were on 
offer. 

‘Our regular club racing has 
also been great and we look 
forward the rest of our season.’

Forteiths lift the silverware at Glencoe Regatta

THIS Sunday, June 26, is the date set by 
Mid Argyll Athletic Club for their annual 
open sports day and age group track and 
field championships. The competition will 
be held at Lochgilphead Joint Campus 
and will mark the official opening of the 
new all-weather jumps facility. The jumps 
area has just been completed and will be a 
great asset not only for the local athletics 
club but also both primary and high 
schools at the joint campus. The jumps 
area is the first of its kind in Argyll.

Mid Argyll Athletic Club were fortu-
nate to receive 50 per cent funding from 
sportscotland through the sports facilities 
grant and received generous financial 
support from Argyll and Bute Council 
and Mid Argyll Sports Council.

Bill MacCallum, secretary of the Mid 
Argyll Athletic Club, said that the project 
would never have gone ahead without 

the support of the council. The special 
projects group and the leisure and sport 
services manager were exceptionally help-
ful during the grant application procedure 
to sportscotland. Bill also praised Mitie 
staff, ABC schools and Dale Kupris, for-
mer Active Schools co-ordinator, for their 
valued contributions.  

The sports day on Sunday will start 
at noon with all entries on the day from 
11.15am.

The running events will be held on the 
3G astroturf with the jumping and throw-
ing events at the new jumps area on the 
higher level.

There will be running, jumping and 
throwing events for six age categories 
starting at under-seven up to under-17. 
The Scottish Athletics age qualification 
date of September 1 will apply to all age 
groups except the under-sevens, where it 

will be age on the day. The young athletes 
will be allowed to compete in a maximum 
of five events on the day and an entry fee of 
£2 per competitor will be levied.

All competitors will receive a medal and 
trophies will be awarded to first, second 
and third overall in each age group. Two 
new trophies will be contested in the under-
nines this year. 

The new trophies are in memory of Hugh 
MacArthur, who was a founder member of 
the Mid Argyll club in 1984, and sadly died 
on June 27, 2015.

The sports day, which is sponsored by an 
Argyll and Bute Council third sector grant, 
is the only opportunity for young athletes 
from all parts of Argyll to come together to 
compete against each other.
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Fort William NEWS!

LOCHABER enjoyed success 
at the � rst Scottish Hospital-
ity Awards on June 13.

Inverlochy Castle won 
north Hotel of the Year and 
Mallaig’s Cornerstone Res-
taurant was named north 
Restaurant of the Year.

THE GREAT Glen Gig, a 
ceilidh and barn dance
organised by Lochaber Rural 
Education Trust, will take 
place in Ben Nevis Auction 
Mart on Saturday July 9.

For tickets and information 
contact Caol community 
centre on 01397 700800.

SPEAN Bridge Primary School 
pupils have won a John Muir 
Discovery award.

The P6/7 class has been 
working towards the environ-
mental award – which helps 
people connect with nature 
and wild places – all term. 

John Muir award 
for Spean pupils

Success for hotel 
and restaurant

Island victim’s 
body � own home

Ceilidh and barn 
dance date 

WORK is due to start this week on new 
Fort William council offices.

The former secondary school building 
on Achintore Road is to replace the 
current council headquarters in the 
town centre, saving the council more 
than £375,000 a year.

A Highland Council spokesperson 
confirmed that contractors Robertson 
Northern would be starting renovations 
this week.

Speaking to The Oban Times, Fort 
William and Ardnamurchan councillor 
Thomas MacLennan said: ‘Anything 
that saves the council money is a 
positive thing. That building has been 
an eyesore for 40 years. It’s time some-
thing was done.’

Sue Keen, Fort William Town Team 

secretary, said: ‘The refurbishment will 
bring the building back to life.’

Fort William and Ardnamurchan 
councillor Brian Murphy agreed. ‘I am 
pleased to see work starting,’ he said, ‘as 
it has been an eyesore for many years.’

There has been some controversy over 
the design of the new extension.

Mr Murphy said: ‘From the road, 
the building will look fine, but I wasn’t 
too happy about the design of the ex-
tension. The design team should have 
given more weight to what local people 
had to say about the extension.’

But Councillor MacLennan claimed: 
‘The vast majority of people I have spo-
ken to are happy about this eyesore at 
the gateway to town being taken away.’ 

A Highland Council spokesperson 

said: ‘Historic Environment Scotland 
approved the design with the modern 
traditional split. A public exhibition 
last year brought some very positive 
comments from the public with the vast 
majority being very supportive of the 
council’s proposals to bring the grade 
B listed historic building back into use.’

It has been confirmed the existing 
council buildings will be turned into 
flats. The council spokesperson said: 
‘There is a £2.9 million development of 
Tweedale in the town centre to provide 
22 housing flats for council rent by 
2017.’ 

Commenting on the new flats, Mrs 
Keen said: ‘This development will 
mean more housing for people in the 
centre of town, close to all amenities.’

THE BODY of 21-year-old Aus-
tralian Madison Rice, who died 
after being hit by a car on Skye, 
has been repatriated.

Miss Rice had been working 
in the Kinloch Lodge Hotel. 
Her body was returned to Aus-
tralia yesterday (Wednesday 
June 22), with her funeral due 
to take place in Queensland 
tomorrow (Friday June 24). 

PUPILS from Lochyside 
RC Primary School Nursery 
enjoyed a trip to Corrour on 
Friday June 17.

Nineteen children, accom-
panied by staff and parents, 
travelled by train from Fort 
William to Corrour, the 
UK’s highest mainline rail-
way station.

They had a 30-minute walk 
down to Loch Ossian where 
they tucked into a picnic 
lunch and played at the 
water’s edge.

They then walked back to 
the station restaurant where 
the pupils were treated to a 
share of a birthday cake for 
one of the youngsters.

Lochyside head teacher 
Violet Smith told The Oban 
Times the children had been 
doing a topic on ‘People who 
help us’ and had previously 
been invited to see a sleeper 
train by driver John Hynd, 
which is why they had want-
ed to go on a train journey 
for their end of term trip.

Ms Smith said: ‘The chil-
dren loved the journey. They 
looked out at the hills and 
the lochs and the wildlife, 
and the staff at the cafe 
couldn’t have been more 
welcoming.’

She added: ‘It was a perfect 
day out. Everyone had a 
wonderful, wonderful time.’

Court defers sentence on benefi t 
cheat to allow cheque to clear

Nursery youngsters 
on track for perfect 
end of term trip

Work starts on new council offi ces

COURT REPORTER
fort@obantimes.co.uk

A BENEFIT cheat who falsely 
claimed almost £25,000 could 
be sent to jail, despite finally 
making attempts to repay the 
money.

Pensioner Charles Wright, 
of Larch Cottage, Monument 
Park, Strontian, admitted at 
Fort William Sheriff Court 
to giving false information to 
the Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) in March 
2008.

The 73-year-old claimed he Charles Wright.

had only £4,000 of savings 
and owned no other prop-
erties.  This allowed him to 
fraudulently claim benefits 
of £24,340.52 between 
March 2008 and June 2012.
It later transpired the busi-
nessman owned multiple 
properties in Fort William.  

He also had capital which 
had not been disclosed in 
the application for pension 
credit, namely a bank account 
holding more than £9,000 and 
a further bank account which 
had in excess of £16,000.

In March of 2016, Mr Wright, 

who has been described as 
having a cavalier approach to 
his finances, was given three 
months to sell a house to cover 
the costs. At that time the 
court heard Wright would sell 
a semi-detached house at Caol 
which he had previously gifted 
to his daughter.

Mr Wright appeared in Fort 
William Sheriff Court on 
Tuesday where defence lawyer 
Hamish Melrose explained to 
Sheriff Eric Brown that the case 
was one with quite a history.  

He then confirmed £6,000 
had already been repaid 

and revealed Mr Wright had 
brought a cheque for just 
over £16,000 to make up the 
balance.

Mr Melrose asked for 
sentence to be deferred for a 
short period of time to ensure 
the sum had been paid to the 
DWP and for the court to 
agree on punishment there-
after. 

Sheriff Brown said: ‘I defer 
for four weeks until July 19 to 
allow the cheque to clear in 
restitution.’

The sheriff also added that 
only on confirmation of the 

repayment would an appro-
priate decision be made with 
regard to sentencing.

Mr Wright initially pleaded 
not guilty to the charges before 
changing his plea in June 2015. 
He has been warned a jail sen-
tence will not be ruled out.

Sheriff Richard Davidson, 
who presided over the case at 
a previous hearing, said last 
year: ‘If you hadn’t abused 
the system you would not have 
received this money.  There is 
no other word to describe this 
than fraud. I can’t rule out 
imprisonment.’

Billey recognised for 
30 years’ volunteering 
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WESTERN Isles council has 
con� rmed the � rst Syrian 
refugees will be arriving in 
the Hebrides this summer.

Current plans will see two 
related families housed in 
Stornoway. Comhairle lead-
er Angus Campbell said: ‘I 
am con� dent as a communi-
ty we will be welcoming and 
compassionate.’

LOCHABER Housing Associ-
ation (LHA) and Argyll Com-
munity Housing Association 
(ACHA) have established a Your 
Voice group.

This will ensure tenants 
are involved with and can 
in� uence decision-making 
about association policies, rent 
increases, maintenance and 
repairs.

The importance of tenant 
participation was highlighted 
during a recent forum at the 
LHA’s Fort William o�  ce when-
representatives from ACHA 
and City of Aberdeen Council 
joined forces with Lochaber 
residents and LHA sta�  to 
share best practice.

David MacLaren, LHA hous-
ing o�  cer, said: ‘The day was 
a success with tenants feeling 
informed.’

MONITORING by Food Stand-
ards Scotland has identi� ed 
raised levels of shell� sh toxins 
in the Kyles of Eriskay.

Eating shell� sh from these 
areas may pose a risk to human 
health. Commercial shell� sh 
harvesters in the area have 
been contacted by Western 
Isles Council and steps taken 
to postpone harvesting until 
algae levels subside.

TIMESLINE
New group gives 
tenants a voice

Refugees bound 
for Stornoway

Shell� sh toxin 
warning issued 

A NUN is preparing to return 
to her homeland after spend-
ing three years in Lochaber.

Sister June, originally from 
New Zealand, has served at 
St John’s Parish in Caol since 
2013 and says she has many 
cherished memories and has 
found it enriching to work 
with different people and 
learn about different cultures.

‘I have very much enjoyed 
my time here,’ she said. ‘I 
don’t think it’s fair to make 
a comparison between Fort 
William and New Zealand.  
The people and the cultures 

are very different. I have 
been to places in Scotland 
which have reminded me of 
New Zealand, geographically 
there are similarities, but with 
the people and the way of life 
you have to take each place as 
it is and enjoy what it has to 
offer.’

She added: ‘My main role 
has been accompanying 
tourists or people who are on 
pilgrimage.  Mary MacKillop 
started our order and her 
people are from the area so 
lots of people come here and 
Roy Bridge because of her.’

Sister June leaves Caol on 
July 1 but is looking forward 
to catching up with family in 
the UK before returning to 
New Zealand on August 9.

‘I will go back with lots of 
fond memories about the peo-
ple I have met and the friends 
I have made here.

Father Roddy McAuley 
said: ‘Sister June has been 
involved in a great deal of 
things in the three years she 
has been here. 

‘We gave her a special Scot-
tish necklace as a gift for all 
she has done.’

LOCHABER High School’s 
wind bands staged their 
summer concert on Thursday 
June 15.

The students performed 
a variety of music across a 
range of genres.

The junior wind band, con-
ducted by Karen Thompson, 
opened the concert with a 
selection of music, from tradi-
tional Scottish tunes through 
to a piece about aliens featur-
ing creative percussion.

The Big Band performed 
jazz and swing numbers, 
including Mambo No. 5 and 
a jazz version of My Favourite 
Things from The Sound of 
Music.

Finally, the senior wind 
band, which earlier this year 
retained its Gold Plus Award 
for the third year running, 
performed a selection of 
tunes, including some from 
the soundtrack of the Disney 
Pixar film The Incredibles and 
a piece entitled Shipwrecked, 
which again featured creative 
percussion.

The Big Band and senior 
band were both conducted by 
Mark Reynolds.

Head teacher Jim Suther-
land said: ‘The young people 
who play in our wind bands 
are great ambassadors for the 
school and an excellent exam-
ple to other pupils. They rep-
resent us so well at different 
events from Remembrance 
weekend to school concerts 
and, of course, national 
competitions. I was delighted 
when our senior wind band 
won a third Gold Plus award 
at the Scottish Concert Band 
Festival in Perth earlier this 
year; a fitting tribute to the 
instructors Mark Reynolds 
and Karen Thomson who 
work hard to provide first 
class musical opportunities.’

IT’S the end of an era for a 
family business after 140 years 
of service. 

KK Cameron, or KK’s as 
it’s often referred to, was 
established in 1874 by Walter 
Cameron. 

Originally a bakers, the 
business has changed focus 
and premises over the years, 
most recently operating in 
Caol under the watchful eye of 
Kenneth (Kim) Cameron. 

Now, after 50 years at the 
helm, Kim who is Walter’s 
great grandson, has decided to 
sell up shop, working his last 
shift on Monday. 

As Mr Cameron approached 
the deadline, he told The Oban 
Times he believes it is the abil-
ity to change with the times 
which helped the family stay 
in business so long. He added: 
‘I suppose KK’s will mean a 

FORT WILLIAM is gearing up to 
welcome hundreds of tourists, with the 
opening of the town’s new pontoons.

The first cruise liner will arrive in 
September, bringing 880 passengers to 
the town, and another six are booked in 
for next year.

The two floating pontoons were in-
stalled earlier this year, close to the West 
End car park. The development, which 
cost around £185,000, began following 
difficulties bringing passengers in from 
a cruise liner moored in Loch Linnhe.

It is hoped the project, led by Fort Wil-
liam Marina and Shoreline Company 
(FWMSC), will attract more cruisers 
and leisure crafts to the area.   

FWMSC secretary Sarah Kennedy 
said: ‘We are delighted to announce the 

Fort William pontoons are available 
for the public to use. We have one cruise 
ship scheduled in 2016 and six for next 
year and the pontoons will be solely 
for the cruise ships use on these dates. 
We are liaising with Highland Council, 
Lochaber Chamber of Commerce, Fort 
William Town Team and Lochaber 
College to ensure the welcome we give 
to these cruise ship guests is the best.’

Representatives from each of the part-
ners are visiting Invergordon on Sunday 
June 26 to see how they welcome and 
manage visitors. 

Sue Keen, Fort William Town Team 
secretary, told The Oban Times: ‘There is 
still a lot of planning to do with regards 
welcoming the visitors in September, 
but we want to give information to 

passengers about what there is to do in 
the area. The team has been working 
on a Fort William heritage trail. This 
will give them a purpose when walking 
about town.’

FWMSC said the next phase is to in-
stall a 15-metre shelter and notice board 
in the West End Car Park: ‘We hope the 
pontoons will be well used by locals and 
marine tourists.’

Mrs Kennedy said there will be a grand 
opening next month: ‘We hope to carry 
this out in July/August to make the most 
of the summer visitors and promote the 
pontoons.’

Mrs Kennedy is encouraging any 
groups that want to help support the 
visitors welcome to contact her on 07768 
805040. 

Kim Cameron outside the store in Caol as he retires after 50 years 
at the helm.  Photograph  by Anthony MacMillan Photography. 

End of an era as head of 
family fi rm KK’s retires

as a driver at the age of 17. He 
helped out with the delivery 
van which was also known 
as the High School Tuck 
Shop.  In 1986 the premises in 
Caol was purchased but he re-
members some other dramatic 
changes. 

He said: ‘The introduction 
of scanning was a big thing 
and during the 1970s there 
were shortages sometimes. 
It’s a very different operation 
nowadays.’

The shop in Caol will remain 
open having been bought by 
the owners of RS McColl. 

Many of the current staff 
also plan to continue working 
there, but Kim is looking 
forward to seeing more of the 
world. 

The father of four said: ‘My 
sons are all doing very well. 
They got jobs outside the 
family business and I couldn’t 
be happier for them. 

‘The first grandchild has 

been born now so I plan to 
spend a month in the US 
visiting. I’ll be joining my 
wife out there – we would 
have travelled together but we 
weren’t expecting the shop to 
sell so quickly.’

Mr Cameron added: ‘I’m a 
firm believer that the ‘West is 
best’ but after this trip I look 
forward to travelling more 
around Scotland and dong all 
things I didn’t really have time 
for before.’

The Cameron family is 
also looking to gather items 
of memorabilia related to 
the shops and business.  To  
contribute, email your picture 
or story to kk.cameron@
orange.net. Alternatively, 
drop it into one of the KK 
memory boxes around Loch-
aber, including in the former 
shop in Caol, West Highland 
Museum, Fort William 
Library, The Granite House 
and Ben Nevis Book Library.

lot of things to a lot of people. 
I’m not sure where the original 
shop was, but 141 High Street 
is where many people will 
remember us from. That shop 
was a bakers and grocer. In 

1953 it turned into a restau-
rant and in 1984 it was a coffee 
shop. It sort of transformed 
with the trends of that era.’ 

In 1966 Kim started helping 
his father out with the business 

LOCHABER could get 
UNESCO geopark status 
following a visit by two 
assessors at the weekend.

Professor Zhang Jianping 
from Beijing University 
and Dr Babbis Fassoulas 
from the Natural History 
Museum in Heraklion, 
Crete, were evaluating 
Lochaber Geopark’s 
suitability to become a 
member of the UNESCO 
Global Geopark Network 
on Saturday June 18 and 
Sunday June 19.

A geopark is an area 
which contains a large 
number of geological sites 
of particular importance 
in terms of their scientific 
quality, rarity, aesthetic 
appeal and/or educational 
value, which brings 
benefits to communities 
and businesses through 
tourism and educational 
initiatives.

Becoming part of the 
UNESCO brand would 
be a huge accolade for 
Lochaber. Geopark status 
would enhance the area’s 
reputation as a high qual-
ity destination to visitors 
from around the globe, 
not only for its geology but 
also its cultural heritage.

The weekend began on 
Friday June 17 when the 
visitors were welcomed at 
a reception in the newly 
refurbished geopark visi-
tor centre. On Sunday Jim 
Blair, chairman of the Lo-
chaber geopark, unveiled 
the geopark’s newest 

interpretation panel and 
viewpoint in Kentallen.

Lochaber has a rich geo-
logical heritage going back 
to Charles Darwin visiting 
the Parallel Roads in Glen 
Roy in 1838, so the group 
headed off to Roy Bridge 
on Sunday to show their 
guests the area and visit 
the Darwin’s Rest Coffee 
Shop.

Later, the visitors were 
taken on a boat trip from 
Fort William to Glencoe.

Mr Blair told The Oban 
Times: ‘Councillor Thom-
as MacLennan waved us 
off on our boat trip and 
the visitors were lucky 
enough to be some of the 
first people to use the new 
pontoons in town.

‘The boat was very fast, 
and I have never seen 
anyone smile as much as 
they did when we were 
travelling to Glencoe.’

Professor Jianping and 
Dr Fassoulas also saw 
some of Lochaber’s wild-
life, stopping off at the 
Black Rock, on the way to 
Glencoe, to see seals. 

Mr Blair said: ‘We did 
as well as we could have 
hoped. Now we just have 
to hope we get the acco-
lade. We won’t find out if 
we have received the status 
until April next year.’ 

If successful, Lochaber 
Geopark will join two 
other Scottish UNESCO 
geoparks – North West 
Highland Geopark and 
Shetland Geopark.

Left to right: Councillor Thomas MacLennan,  Professor Zhang 
Jianping, Dr Babbis Fassoulas and Lochaber Geopark chairman 

Jim Blair at the geopark shop in Fort William High Street.  
Photograph: Albrightside Photography

The new interpretation and viewpoint at Kentallen is unveiled 
by geopark chairman Jim Blair, centre, with UNESCO assessors, 

Dr Babbis Fassoulas from the Natural History Museum, Heraklion 
Crete, left, and Professor Zhang Jianping from Beijing University, 

China.  Photograph: Albrightside Photography

Geopark assessors visit Lochaber

New Fort William pontoons open

Sister June receives her gift from Father Roddy McAuley from the 
parish of St John’s, Caol.  Photograph by Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Caol bids farewell to Sister June

Wind bands 
on form at 
summer 
concert

IN 1930 THE LAST 
ISLANDERS LEFT 

ST KILDA

DON’T LET HIM 
BE NEXT

St Kilda – the remotest of the British Isles. 
86 years ago the community was evacuated 
after thousands of years of human 
occupation.  Now there is a real threat that 
St Kilda’s unique wildlife will vanish too.

This stunning archipelago is the UK’s only 
World Heritage Site listed for both its 
cultural and natural heritage.  As Scotland’s 
largest conservation charity we’ve acted as 
guardians of this magical, haunting place for 
60 years.

Recently we have seen declining numbers 
of seabirds and the effects of climate 
change on this precious environment.  
These are signs of changing marine 
conditions, and St Kilda could be a warning 
to us all.

We need your help to continue protecting 
the coastlines, islands and seabird colonies 
in our care.

Don’t take flight – join  the Love our Islands 
campaign today. 

Text ISLE00 £5 to 70070 
to donate £5

www.nts.org.uk/loveourislands

You can donate £1, £2, £3, £4, £5 or £10 (up to £30 
in any given month).  Texts will be charged at your 

normal network rate.

The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty
 is a charity registered in Scotland, Charity Number SC 007410
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WIN MEMBERSHIP PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE HORSE TRIALS
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A PENSIONER who has 
supported a Lochaber charity 
shop for nearly 30 years be-
lieves volunteering could be 
key to staying young.

Billey Denney, from Upper 
Achintore, recently received 
the Flame of Hope award for 
his volunteering services to 
the Cancer Research shop in 
Fort William.

The 82-year-old travelled to 
London to receive his award.  
While he was taken aback 
by the hustle and bustle of 
the big city, Mr Denney was 
most impressed by his fellow 
recipients.

He said: ‘We travelled by 
train and everything went 
smoothly with the journey 
until we got to the under-
ground. There were thousands 
and thousands of people 
there – I couldn’t believe how 

VOLUNTEERS across Lochaber were 
honoured at the second annual volun-
teer awards on Thursday June 9.

The ‘Voscars’, organised by Voluntary 
Action Lochaber (VAL), recognised the 
work of volunteers in the community 
across seven different categories.

Ewen’s Room, which provides support 
and information for those suffering from 
mental health issues, was presented the 
Organisation of the Year award by VAL 
chairman Gerald McIntyre. Receiving 
runner’s up certificates in this category 
were Arisaig Community Trust and the 
Room 13 art project.

Alistair MacKinnon, director-pres-
ident of Fort William Rugby Club 
received the Board/Committee Member 
of the Year award, presented by Coun-
cillor Brian Murphy. Fort William Town 
Team’s Sue Keen and Fort William FC 
secretary Marie McMillan were runners 
up.

Lochaber Hope received the award 
for Best Volunteer Supporting Organ-
isation award from Lesley Benfield, 
chief executive of Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce.

Runners up were Lochaber and District 
Canine Society and the West Highland 
Museum. Theresa De Billot accepted 
the award on behalf of Lochaber Hope. 
She thanked all the volunteers that work 
with the organisation and said: ‘We 
cherish every one of them and couldn’t 
be without them.’

The Good Neighbour of the Year 
award went to Susan Hannah who looks 
after her elderly neighbours. Rotary 
Club President Terry Lee presented her 
with the award. The runners up were 
Cathy Stevenson and Stanley and Agnes 
Cameron.

Naomi Hannah was the Young Scot 
Volunteer of the Year, having accrued 
more volunteer hours than any other 
Kinlochleven High School student. 
Runners up were Lewis Ross and 
Andrew Jackson, and the award was 
presented by LHS Support for Learning 
teacher, Mrs Lynn MacAllister.

James Kennedy won the Volunteer of 
the Year award for his work with Fort 
William Town Team. Ian Donald, High-
land Third Sector Interface deputy chief 
officer presented this award. Runners 

up were Sarah Kennedy and Lorraine 
Wheelan.

Avril Watt of Kinlochleven received 
the Lifetime Achievement award from 
last year’s winner, Sheena Fraser, for 
her wide array of volunteering work, in-
cluding looking after all the community 
gardens in the village and being part of 
various committees such as the Prisoner 
of War Camp group and the Community 
Trust, which she has just retired from 
after six years. She said: ‘I don’t class 
myself as a volunteer. It’s just part of my 
life and it’s what I do.’

Runners up were John Fotheringham 
of the Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry community council and 
Sally Morris who has been with Loch-
aber Credit Union for more than eight 
years.

Ian Blackford, MP for Ross, Skye and 
Lochaber. sent a letter of apology for not 
being able to attend due to Westminster 
duties. In the letter, which VAL manager 
Flora McKee read during the ceremony, 
he congratulated and thanked all the 
Lochaber volunteers and the ‘many 
unsung heroes’ in the community.

VISITOR numbers were up 
at this year’s Isle of Muck 
open day, with more than 100 
people travelling to the island 
on Sunday June 19. 

The annual event gives 
visitors the chance to see all 
aspects of island life, with 
entertainment and local food 
on offer.

With a tiny population of 
around 30 people, it is one of 
the busiest days on the island 
and everyone gets involved.

Muck resident Lawrence 
MacEwen said: ‘Last year 
only 37 people came to the 
open day, so it was good to see 
more this year.’ 

Lawrence’s wife runs the 
island’s tearoom, where a va-
riety of local food was served.

Mr MacEwen said: ‘A num-
ber of islanders work in the 
tearoom on the open day and 
make food for the day.’

As well as great food, there 
was an art exhibition in the 
community centre, where 
several pictures were bought 
by some of the visitors.

Muck Primary School also 
held an art exhibition, which 
showcased pupils’ art.

Mr MacEwen continued: 
‘The school had a number 
of events on during the day. 
It has an area outside where 
pupils grow vegetables and 
the children enjoyed showing 
it to the visitors.

‘The school also has baby 
ducklings and people loved 
seeing them.’

Lawrence took part in the 
day when he took guests 
round the island on his trailer, 
telling them all about what it 
is like to live on the island. 

Lawrence’s daughter and 
son-in-law run a shooting 
range, offering the chance 
to take part in some bird 
shooting.

PRIMARY seven pupils have been 
putting their first foot forward 
toward the next step of their educa-
tional career.

Graduates from Lochaber High 
School’s associated primaries were 

visiting the secondary school last 
week in preparation for starting first 
year after the summer. 

The 180 pupils – the largest year 
group in recent years – followed a 
full S1 timetable for the week as well 

as taking part in a range of transition 
activities. 

A well-attended parents’ evening 
was held on Thursday June 16 as 
part of the transition programme 
organised by Yvonne Clark, prin-

cipal guidance teacher. The aim of 
the transition programme is to allow 
pupils to find their way around the 
school, get to know their new class-
mates, meet their teachers and allay 
any fears about moving to secondary 

school. Jim Sutherland, head teach-
er, said: ‘Feedback on the week has 
been very positive from pupils and 
parents, and we’re very much looking 
forward to welcoming our new first 
years back to the school in August.’

AROUND 6.30am on Monday 
June 13, a report was received 
of a drunk man shouting in 
Camanachd Crescent, An Aird, 
Fort William. 

Anyone who saw the man 
should contact Fort William 
Police station.

BETWEEN 9pm on Wednes-
day June 8 and Saturday 
June 11, a door leading to 
the basement of a house on 
Sutherland Avenue, Upper 
Achintore, Fort William, was 
damaged

Anyone with information 
should contact Fort William 
police.

AROUND 4.30am on Wednes-
day June 15, a window in a 
property on Kennedy Road, 
Plantation, Fort William, was 
smashed. 

Anyone with information 
should contact Fort William 
police.

AROUND 6.30pm on 
Wednesday June 15, a dig-
ger window was smashed 
on a construction site near 
Blarmachfoldach. 

Three youths were seen in 
the vicinity. 

Anyone with information 
should contact Fort William 
Police.

Largest group in years - 180 pupils will start high school after the summer holidays.

Lochaber primary pupils prepare to take big step up to high school  

busy it was. But the award 
ceremony was special. We had 
a lovely lunch and there was 
a young man in his 20s who 
had raised £100,000 which is 
really impressive. I wasn’t the 
oldest either. One lady being 
presented was 97 and she still 
works on the till in a shop. 
Another was 91.  It goes to 
show, keeping active can help 
you live longer.’

Since 2003, Cancer Re-
search has presented more 
than 700 Flame of Hope 
awards to thank those who 
give their time and energy to 
help beat cancer sooner. Over 
the years Billey has helped 
the Fort William shop raise 
around £24,000 for the charity 
and he doesn’t plan on giving 
up any time soon.

Mr Denney added: ‘A lot 
of the volunteers at the shop 
have lost people and that real-
ly is what keeps us all going.  I 
will be doing a couple of shifts 
a week for the foreseeable fu-

ture – we might not get paid as 
such but I enjoy it, especially 
meeting all the locals.’

Originally from Belfast, Bil-
ley moved to Scotland 47 years 
ago after meeting his would 
be wife, whom he married a 
year later and the couple have 
spent most of their time since 
then in Lochaber.  

Mr Denney worked in the 
pulp mill in Corpach and after 
being made redundant it was 
his wife who encouraged him 
to volunteer.

Mr Denney said: ‘We heard 
they were looking for people 
and the Mrs said to me – 
you’ve always talked about 
volunteering and now is your 
chance.  And really I have 
never looked back.’

Mr and Mrs Denney have 
one son, Ewen, who now lives 
in San Jose.  The couple have 
visited Ewen and his family 14 
times so far and perhaps will 
again in the future as Mr Den-
ney says – ‘life is for living’.

Pensioner Billey recognised 
for 30 years’ volunteering 

Mr Denney received a Flame of Hope award for his services to 
Cancer Research. Photograph by Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Winners of the seven awards. 21_F25voscars01

Numbers 
up for Isle 
of Muck 
open day 

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Police fi les

Lochaber group honours stalwarts 
at annual ‘Voscars’ presentation  
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Oban restaurant 
owner dies
THE MAN who opened the 
first Indian restaurant in Oban 
sadly died on Tuesday. Abdul 
Suleman Muslim, who grew up 
in Bangladesh, opened the Light 
of India restaurant in 1984.

A badly injured Oban woman had to wait more than an hour for an ambulance after falling near 
her home in McGregor Court in the town – because the vehicle had to be sent from Inveraray. 

Full story, page four. 

OAP waited an hour for ambulance

Drug dealer ‘forgot’ he had 
78 bags worth of heroin
A DRUG dealer tried every 
trick in the book to get out 
of a prison sentence when he 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 
this week.

First, Brian Connolly, 35, said 
he had ‘forgotten’ he had hidden 
the equivalent of 78 bags of 
heroin in his body.

Connolly then claimed Oban 
Sheriff Court had spelled his 
name incorrectly in a bid to hide 
his multiple offences and prison 
sentences.

The father-of-one said he 
didn’t know he was banned from 
driving, and that he hadn’t re-
membered he’d taken ‘a few wee 
puffs’ of cannabis before being 
stopped by police on March 20 
after crashing into two parked 
cars, causing ‘extensive dam-
age’, at Colonsay Terrace, Oban.

Unemployed Clydebank man 
Connolly claimed he was carry-
ing the 11.3 grams of heroin for 
his own personal use on a ‘night 
out drinking cola’ in Oban and 
the amount would only make 
up six bags rather than the 78 
‘tenner’ bags claimed by a police 
expert.

But Sheriff Ruth Anderson 
QC was convinced ‘beyond 
any reasonable doubt’ that the 
multiple offender was seeking 
to sell the drugs.

The court also heard that 
Connolly received almost 
£1,800 a month in benefits, 
including £347 per fortnight for 
unemployment benefit and a 
further £1,000 per month as a 
payment for ‘disabledness (sic), 
my amputated finger and my 
mental health’. He had travelled 

to Oban in his mobility vehicle.
Connolly’s defence agent 

Kevin McGuiness said he ‘could 
pay a large fine’ rather than go 
to jail.

After a trial lasting less than 
two hours, Sheriff Anderson 
jailed Connolly for 10 months 
and, on charges he had earlier 
pleaded guilty to, banned him 
from driving for two years. 
Connolly was admonished on 
a further charge of possessing 
diazepam while on bail.

Connolly, who used crutches 
and a wheelchair in court, 
claimed he had ‘totally forgot-
ten’ he had a bag of heroin in 
his body until it was removed 
by a police surgeon at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital.

Under cross-examination, 
Connolly was asked by procura-
tor fiscal Eoin McGinty why he 
had brought the drugs to Oban. 
He said again: ‘I totally forgot 
that I had them there.’

Mr McGinty asked: ‘You 
totally forgot you had a carrier 
bag in your rectum with the 
handles sticking out?’

Connelly replied: ‘It was just a 
small butcher’s bag. I forgot to 
take it out. I was not intending 
to sell it to anyone.’

Connolly disagreed with an 

expert witness, Constable John 
Hose, of the Statement of Opin-
ion Unit in Glasgow, when he 
gave evidence to suggest there 
was enough for 78 bags worth 
of the class-A drug, shouting 
across the court that there was 
only enough for six bags.

Connolly then tried to give 
the court a lesson in dealer’s 
quantities, saying quantities in 
Glasgow were much higher per 
‘tenner bag’.

Mr Hose said: ‘The amount of 
heroin [in this case] is indicative 
of onwards supply.’ 

He said that finding the drugs 
in the rectum was one known 
way of concealing drugs from 
anyone who might have known 
a dealer had them. Connolly 
shouted: ‘He is lying,’ before 
being reprimanded by the 
sheriff. 

Connolly added: ‘I found 
it quite funny he [the expert 
witness] would claim anyone 
would accept a deal that was 
underweight when it [the drug] 
is so precious to them.’

The court heard drug dealers 
often undercut the weight of 
illegal drugs to maximise profit.

Connolly said he bought the 
dealer’s quantity of drugs for 
his own use for ‘a bargain price’ 
of £200, something he said he 
‘couldn’t turn down’.

He added that he had bought 
the drugs to ‘cause himself 
harm’ or to make himself feel 
better after an argument with 
his ex-partner over access to his 
son, aged two.

 Sheriff Anderson said: ‘The 
court gets quite a lot of this 
[untruths] but the reality can be 
quite different. His record does 
him no credit at this juncture.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

His record 
does him 
no credit”

Sheri�  Ruth Anderson QC

IT WILL now be a ‘mira-
cle’ if Billy Irving is bailed 
from jail in time for his 
fiancée Yvonne MacHugh 
and son William’s visit to see 
him in India next month.

The pirate-hunter from Connel 
is one of six ex-British soldiers 
imprisoned in Chennai after 
their vessel, the MV Seaman 
Guard Ohio, strayed into Indian 
territorial waters in 2013. 

A court in Tamil Nadu sen-
tenced the six men to five years’ 
hard labour in January this year.

An appeal hearing started on 
Wednesday June 15, and the 
family hoped a bail petition, due 
to be filed a fortnight ago, would 
free him in time for Yvonne and 
William’s flight out on July 11, 
and William’s christening in St 
Thomas Cathedral, Chennai. 

But said Yvonne: ‘There’s been 
another delay as usual.’ 

She said the lawyer was still 
gathering the correct paper-
work, adding: ‘If he’s out when 
I’m over, it will be a miracle. 
So the chances are slim, but I’ll 
push for it as hard as I can.’

To raise cash for Billy’s legal 
fees and to help bring him 
home, his former teammates 
at Taynuilt Shinty Club are 
hosting a free charity match this 
Sunday  (June 26), at 2.30pm, at 
Taynuilt’s sports field.

Hopes fade 
for Billy’s 
bail release
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Misuse of drugs 
alleged on beach
A HOLIDAYMAKER who allegedly 
smoked cannabis on the seafront 
was cautioned and charged by 
police on Saturday June 18.

The man, 35, from Edinburgh, 
was seen on the beach on Oban 
Esplanade by passers-by who 
detected a ‘strange smell’.

When approached by police the 
man was said to be in possession 
of a quantity of herbal cannabis, 
a class-B drug. He was cautioned 
and charged. 

A report has been sent to the 
procurator � scal.

Search on for 
pensioner 
POLICE are asking for help to � nd 
a male pensioner with grey and 
white hair, wearing shorts who 
may have been on the Ledaig to 
Benderloch bus at 10.40am on 
Sunday June 5.

Rescue dog alerts 
owner’s broken leg
A RECENTLY retired rescue dog 
from Oban Mountain Rescue 
was part of an emergency rescue 
when his owner fell on the beach 
at Fionnphort shortly after 3pm 
on Saturday June 18. 

A Coastguard helicopter was 
called by the casualty himself 
and it took the man for medical 
assistance. 

The dog was on hand at all 
times and helped alert services 
to the man’s location. 

� Anyone with any information 
about any of these incidents is 
asked to call police on 101.

POLICE 
FILES 
with Sergeant 
John Stobo

DUNSTAFFNAGE may be a 
sleepy backwater but it is home 
to an organisation that is really 
making waves globally, as well 
as locally.

The pioneering work being 
carried out by the Scottish As-
sociation for Marine Science 
(SAMS) is rippling out across 
the world and, particularly, its 
oceans. But it is also having a 
huge impact on the Oban area 
environment.

SAMS has been in its current 
building since 2004 but traces 
its genesis back to around 130 
years ago, having started life 
in Edinburgh and having been 
based in various locations 
down the years, including 
Ayrshire.

The organisation moved its 
base permanently to Dunstaff-
nage in the late 1960s when it 
was little more than a small 
hydrographic station used for 
research. 

The transfer was made for a 
number of reasons, including 
recruitment and retention of 
staff, and, more importantly, 
because of its marine environ-
ment and diversity. 

Head of communications 
at SAMS, Anuschka Miller, 
is delighted at the way the 
organisation has grown and 
the positive impact it has had 
locally in helping to keep some 
of the Oban area’s brightest 
young people on home turf.

Dr Miller said: ‘For the 
Oban area, we are probably 

one of the more important 
places. Over the years Oban 
has suffered a lot with the vast 
majority of those youngsters 
who are clever and energetic 
leaving when they finish at 
high school. They all disappear 
off to Glasgow or Edinburgh or 
Dundee or wherever to study 
and gain skills. 

‘We might not be in a position 
locally to provide people with a 
whole spectrum of work but we 
have about 130 students here. 
We’ve also got a pretty inter-
national workforce here and 
we offer what are the better 
paid kind of jobs.

‘Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise has identified us 
as a kind of seed corn for eco-
nomic development of the area 
around life sciences and we are 
allowing the small companies 
we have here to grow and be 
able to stay in the area.

‘We have the potential to 
grow into a big business over 
the years ahead and we have 

planning consent for more 
buildings if we need them.

‘That said, we have grown 
hugely in recent years. In 2001, 
there were only about 70 staff 
and there was no undergradu-
ate teaching being done. Now 
we are three or four times 
bigger than that and, in 2013, 
we added the second building.’

Dr Miller stresses that 
the work done by the team 
at SAMS benefits from its 
location, saying: ‘We have very 
clean waters here and we have 
good access to very deep wa-
ters from here. That makes it 
attractive also for other marine 
institutions.’

SAMS has a number of 
small boats that are vital to its 
research work but for bigger 
expeditions, it hires larger 
vessels. 

The Dunstaffnage facility is 
also home to what Dr Miller 
calls ‘the national capabilities’. 
One is the national facility for 
scientific diving. She said: ‘All 

scientific divers are trained 
from here and our divers 
support science in all the 
disciplines. They are funded by 
the government. We have, as a 
consequence, a recompression 
chamber here which is also 
used by the NHS. So all the 
diving accidents on the West 
Coast come here and we have 
to maintain staffing for that 
24/7. We probably have 10 or 
so accidents each year.

‘Our other national capabil-
ity is our culture collection 
of algae and protozoa. It’s a 
little bit like a botanic garden 
or a zoo, but for microscopic 
creatures. They are in held in 
many fridges. This is actually 
the most diverse collection of 
its kind in the world. 

‘We sell the cultures and we 
curate the cultures. We are also 
a depository, so if you have a 
business that creates an antibi-
otic that is made from a marine 
alga, you might want to have a 
strain living somewhere else as a 
back-up and we can provide that. 
People can give us their living 
creatures and we will host them.

‘We really work internation-
ally and have blogs that show 
our research from the Antarc-
tic to the Arctic – especially in 
the Arctic. We do an awful lot 
of work in the Arctic: we have 
students who spend a full year 
in the Arctic as part of their 
undergraduate course. There 
is a course on marine science 
with Arctic studies.’

SAMS looks set to continue 
to make a splash globally as 
well as locally.

WATER covers 71 per cent of 
the Earth’s surface, yet only six 
per cent of the seabed has been 
mapped. 

But a team at SAMS Scottish 
Marine Robotics Facility is 
pilot ing autonomous under-
water vehicles, or AUVs, to un-
derstand what is going on under 
the waves, where it is extremely 
expensive, and dangerous, to 
send scientists in person.

The Scottish Association for 
Marine Science at Dunstaff-
nage runs, among its fleet, a 
2.5m yellow submarine named 
Freya, after the Norse god of 
beauty, love and destiny, which 
can dive up to 500m to emit 
a sonic ‘ping’, and detects its 
reflection, to visualise the un-
derwater landscape, or find and 
picture lost shipwrecks.

Last year Freya scanned and 
photographed the wreck of the 
SS Breda, a Dutch steamship 
carrying cement, cigarettes, 
copper ingots, sandals, crockery 
and banknote paper, which was 
sunk by Nazi bombers in Ard-
muckish Bay near Benderloch 
during the Second World War.

A second, smaller, propel-
ler-driven robot, called Rebus, 

can travel up for up to 10 hours 
over 70km, and down to depths 
of 600m, to measure turbu-
lence, temperature, salinity, 
water velocity and chlorophyll 
fluorescence.

Above the sea, SAMS deploys 
remotely piloted aircraft, or 
drones, from Oban airport 
to track giant features such 
as jellyfish blooms, which are 
attracted to warm water and can 
clog up the intakes of nuclear 
power stations.

SAMS also operates the North 
Atlantic Glider Base, deploying 
seven ‘underwater gliders’ – 
named after the team’s favourite 
whiskies – off the Isle of Tiree 
for seven-month missions up to 
1,000m below the surface, mak-
ing continuous measurements 
of ocean currents, temperature 
and pollution.

Anuschka Miller, director of 
SAMS’ Ocean Explorer Centre, 
explained: ‘If you don’t have 
information, you have no idea 
where things end up, whether 
it’s lost airplanes or oil spills. In 
order to predict this, you’ve got 
to understand what’s going on 
constantly.’

The gliders are piloted by 
iPhone, by employees such as 
former SAMS student Karen 
Wilson, and every six hours the 

machines transmit data back to 
Dunstaffnage via satellite. 

Anyone can access the data on 
the internet, says Fraser Mac-
donald, whose job at SAMS is to 

pull all this scientific information 
together into a usable product. 

‘I work in knowledge exchange, 
asking how our science can be 
used,’ he told The Oban Times. ‘If 

it has benefits to other people, it 
can have a higher impact.’

One example he cites is 
tracking ocean fronts between 
hot and cold water, which con-

centrate fish, seabird and sea 
mammal activity, and so could 
help marine tourism business 
better predict where to see 
wildlife.

Where machines 
plumb new depths

Scientists from the Scottish Association for Marine Science are accessing oceans of data

Fraser Macdonald and Karen Wilson test their equipment at their Dunsta� nage base and, below, some of the sea-gliders they operate.

The centre for 
deep thinking

Karen Wilson and Colin Abernethy assess data from the Breda.

People have used the close as a toilet.

PEDESTRIANS are fed 
up avoiding dog faeces 
in and around Oban – 
but one Combie Street 
resident was horrified to 
find his close being used 
as a public toilet.

The resident is often 
woken on Friday and 
Saturday nights between 
midnight and 2am by rev-
ellers in the alley between 
the Lochavulin pub and 
MSP Michael Russell’s 
constituency office.

But after a weekday 
disturbance at 1.30am 
on Wednesday May 8, 
he discovered used toilet 
paper littering the close 
and – worst of all – human 
excrement in the corner.  

‘They’ve been urinat-

ing in the past but this 
is the first time there’s 
been this,’ he said. ‘It’s 
very similar to the dog 
situation, except these 
have two legs.

‘It surprises me there is 
this behaviour in Oban. 
I think they should get 
back to the gutter and 
clean it up. 

‘It’s a health and safety 
issue: there are three- 
and four-year-old kids 
who live in this block. 
One neighbour has 
moved out to somewhere 
quieter.’

The incident was 
reported to the police, 
and anyone with any in-
formation can call Police 
Scotland on 101.

Behaviour that is 
worse than dogs

Shellfi sh 
warning
MONITORING work under-
taken on behalf of Food Stand-
ards Scotland has identified 
raised levels of shellfish toxins 
in Loch Seaforth, East Loch 
Tarbert  (Sound of Scalpay) 
and Loch Stockinish in Harris. 

Eating shellfish such as mus-
sels, cockles or razor fish from 
these areas may pose a risk 
to human health and notices 
to warn the public and casual 
gatherers have been posted at 
various locations. 

Commercial shellfish harvest-
ers in these areas have been 
contacted by Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar and steps have been 
taken to postpone harvesting 
until algae levels subside. 

It is a sensible precaution 
to avoid eating shellfish from 
these areas until further notice.
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Hello 
Summer

exceptional savings, every day. 
www.gordonsdirect.comft

£3.49
save £3.00 
Toni & Guy Shampoo & 
Conditioner 250ml
RRP £6.49

Toni & Guy Shampoo & 

£4.99
save £1.51 
EOS Lip Balm  
RRP £6.50

£1.00
save £1.76 
Nivea Visage Wipes  
20pk 
RRP £2.76

Nivea Visage Wipes 
20pk
RRP £2.76

£9.95
save £5.00 
Tantastic Liquid & Mitt 
150ml 
RRP £14.95

99p
save £2.00 
Dove Bodywash 
250ml 
RRP £2.99

£1.00
save £1.29 
Nivea Deodorant 
Sprays 150ml 
RRP £2.29

16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN

SUMMER SALE AT 
GORDONS CHEMISTS
FOR ALL your summer essentials, look no further 
than Gordons Chemists.  From personal hygiene to 
freshening up your home and sun protection, Gor-
dons Chemists will have you covered this summer.

With Nivea and Ambre Solaire suncream ranges 
starting from only £3.99, this is our lowest ever price! 
From milks to lotions, sprays and creams, the range 
of products available for all skin types is second to 
none.  Your friendly Gordons Chemists pharmacist 
is also on hand should you require advice on how 
best to protect your skin from the harmful rays.

If you’d rather achieve a sunkissed look without 
needing to step outside, Tantastic Liquid 150ml (in-
cludes a free application mitt)) is 1/3 off at only £9.95! 

For the ultimate in hairspray we have Elnett 400ml 
at just £4.99, a saving of over one third!!

Other lines at less than half price include Nivea 
Deodorant Sprays 150ml priced at just £1 and Nivea 
Cleansing Wipes also at just £1.  

We have a very special price on Toni & Guy 
Shampoo & Conditioner 250ml, saving you £3 and 
check out our extensive range of essential holiday 
medicines which has many lines at half price!

With 9 stores across Scotland, the leading independ-
ent pharmacy chain is on your doorstep and you can 
also shop online at www.gordonsdirect.com.  Become 
a fan on facebook at www.facebook.com/gordonsdi-
rect and follow us on twitter @gordonsdirect.

‘NIGHTMARE’ congestion 
on Oban’s Soroba Road could 
be eased if Argyll and Bute 
Council removes bollards and 
boulders blocking a connection 
between Glenshellach and 
McKelvie roads, local residents 
and business owners have 
argued.

To drive into Oban town 
centre, residents of the housing 
estates on McKelvie and Glen-
gallan roads must merge with 
vehicles from Lorn and Islands 
District General Hospital at the 
roundabout on Soroba Road, 
which during rush hour is grid-
locked with heavy traffic going 
to or from work and school.

One resident, who wished to 
remain anonymous, told The 
Oban Times: ‘They’ve closed off 
a precious road that we need. 
We need all the roads available.’ 

Congestion has increased, 
residents and business owners 
said, by the building of many new 
houses on McKelvie and Glen-
gallan roads, and with more on 
the way, it may only get worse.

A solution, they argue, would 
be to reopen the mile-long route 
into town along Glenshellach 
Road, much of which is lined 
with residential properties, and 
perhaps widen it or impose a 
one-way system.

Holidaymakers also use 
Glengallan and McKelvie roads 

to access the area’s two caravan 
and mobile home parks, despite 
the alternative route via Gal-
lanach Road. Gallanachmore 
Farm advises on its website: 
‘Please don’t use satnav to find 
us using our postcode, as it will 
take you the wrong way along a 
road which is blocked.’

Michael Tye, owner of 
Roseview Caravan Park on 
Glenshellach Road, told us his 
customers are ‘always saying it’s 
an absolute disgrace, and asking 
why it’s been shut off’. 

Re-opening Glenshellach 
Road, Mr Tye argued, ‘would 
make a hell of a difference’, and 
he called for a one-way system.

He added: ‘I was told there was 
no way that road would open. 
[The council] said it wouldn’t 
take the traffic, and we all had 
to go down this new route. We’ve 
done all we can, but the council 
don’t seem interested, and there 
was no response except “Put 
your own signs up”.’

Argyll and Bute Council 
responded: ‘This is part of the 
housing development plan – 
Glenshellach Road is single 
track, whereas the new McK-
elvie Road is more suitable for 
the level [of] traffic arising from 
the new housing development. 
It features in the Local Devel-
opment Plan and the relevant 
order was advertised in the local 
press in early April 2015. The 
route remains a public right of 
way for cyclists, etc.’

Moira gets ready for the high life at nearly 80
A 79-YEAR-OLD grandmother will 
abseil from 1,300ft next month in order to 
raise money for charity.

Super-gran Moira Thomson decided to 
join her granddaughter and the rest of the 
staff of Specsavers in Oban in abseiling 
down Cruachan Dam so that she could 
tick the activity off of her bucket list.

Moira, who will turn 80 in November, 
said: ‘I’m quite looking forward to it. It’s 
something I have wanted to do and if I 
can raise money for charity, even better. I 
wanted to raise money for a small Scottish 
charity and help some kids.

‘My grandson thinks I shouldn’t do it 

but I am doing it and that’s it. I will have a 
harness on, so I’m not worried.

‘Everyone has been so kind. It’s unbe-
lievable the amount of money that has 
been donated.

‘I think my age is making people give 
more as they think you can’t do something 
like this at 80.’

However, this wasn’t the first item on 
Moira’s bucket list – she has already 
ticked off seeing Ronan Keating live and 
watching a Scotland rugby match.

Her granddaughter and store manager at 
Specsavers, Karen MacDonald, said: ‘We 
were all going to do it and she said this was 

something that was on her bucket list. I 
think it’s great, although I don’t think the 
rest of the family will be so supportive.’

Iona Campbell, David Farquarson, 
Martyna Surowka, Kirsty Clark, Kerry 
McDougall, Leslie Reid, Toni MacIntyre 
and Lauren Williams-Bale will also abseil 
from the hollow mountain with Karen and 
super-gran Moira.

All the money raised will be split 
between Oban Mountain Rescue Team 
and the Children’s Hospice Association 
Scotland. 

To donate, visit www.crowdfunding.
justgiving.com/karen-macdonald-1.

Vintage cars take 
road to the isles
TWENTY-� ve vintage cars have 
been touring Mull, Iona and 
Sta� a. They are part of the Model 
T Ford Register Tour of Great 
Britain and are here for nine days. 
The cars all date from between 
1910 and 1927 and left Oban for 
Mull having left from Inveraray.

Moira Thomson with some of the Specsavers’ sta�  who will also be abseiling from the Cruachan Dam.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Residents 
demand 
action on 
nightmare 
congestion

Water safety campaign is launched

Bunting obscured CCTV

Three drivers all lose licences

THIS is the Royal Life Saving 
Society’s Drowning Prevention 
Week, and its campaign has 
been backed by LochWatch 
Loch Awe.

Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell joined repre-
sentatives from the emergency 
services and LochWatch Loch 
Awe to launch the initiative to 
prevent deaths in the water.

Some 400 people drown in 
the UK each year, around 70 
of them in Scotland. The vast 
majority are men and most of 
those victims are aged between 
18 and 30. 

Research shows that almost 
half had no intention of enter-
ing the water and alcohol often 
played a part.

CCTV didn’t help an Oban man ac-
cused of being involved in a fight on 
George Street shortly before Christ-
mas – because bunting was in front of 
the camera during the incident.

Oban Sheriff Court heard that Ewan 
MacCorquodale, 27, of Campbell 
Crescent, met former colleague Mark 
Penrose in the street and a ‘scuffle’ 
took place.

Penrose later complained to the 
police he had been punched on the 
face. While CCTV cameras caught 
MacCorquodale crossing the road to 
approach Mr Penrose on Saturday 
December 19, the video of the inci-
dent itself was obscured.

MacCorquodale said it was in fact 
Mr Penrose who had tried to punch 
him. ‘I wouldn’t have classed it as a 
fight. I didn’t want to inflict any major 
harm on him [Mr Penrose].’

However, a witness said Mac-
Corquodale was later bragging about 
the fight. The accused was overheard 
in a taxi queue saying: ‘I’ve just hit 
Mark Penrose.’

Eoin McGinty, procurator fiscal, 
said: ‘The fact is that Mr Penrose’s 
account of the events are supported. 
The accused crossed the street to 
confront him. Penrose then phoned 
the police and complained. The 
accused didn’t phone the police. The 
accused didn’t seem to be upset.’

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC said she 
believed beyond reasonable doubt 
that Mr Penrose’s version of the 
evening’s events was correct.

Sheriff Anderson told Mac-
Corquodale: ‘You have four previous 
convictions, two of which are solemn.’ 

She fined MacCorquodale £750 to 
be paid at £25 per week.

THREE people were banned from 
driving in separate cases on Tuesday. 

Catherine Smith, 48, of Grampian 
Court, Irvine, was caught the morn-
ing after a drinking session and found 
to have 51 micrograms of alcohol in 
100 millilitres of breath when the 
limit is 22. Smith, a self-employed 
delivery driver, was caught speeding 
near Appin on May 7, 2015. She 
was disqualified from driving for 15 
months and fined £200.

Mary MacDougall, 55, Morvern Hill, 

Oban, was found in Soroba Road seven 
times the limit with 154 micrograms 
of alcohol in 100 millilitres of breath 
on March 10, 2016. MacDougall was 
disqualified for two years and given two 
months to pay a £500 fine.

William Reid, 28, of Lora View, 
North Connel, was stopped by police in 
Tyndrum on April 21, 2016. Reid was 
found to have 82 micrograms of alcohol 
in 100 millilitres of breath, almost four 
times the limit. Reid was disqualified 
for two years and fined £500.

Launching water safety week were Inspector Mark Stephen, Michael Russell MSP, Derek Wilson, 
from the � re and rescue service, and Iain MacKinnon, co-ordinator of LochWatch Loch Awe.

Trio are 
sentenced 
for drugs
THREE offenders were sen-
tenced at Oban Sheriff Court on 
Tuesday after pleading guilty to 
drugs offences.

Youngster Ryan Morrison who 
was found with a ‘large amount’ 
of cannabis, a class-B drug, in his 
possession at the Corran Halls 
on May 9 2016 had his sentence 
deferred for social work reports.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson told 
Morrison, 17, of Hillside, Dun-
beg: ‘All I can say is you are lucky 
your plea to possession has been 
accepted. Do you understand 
that?’ Morrison nodded.

The shocking death of an 
Oban drug user who took illegal 
ecstasy tablets was not enough 
to deter a user whose home was 
searched by police on January 2, 
2016, days after the fatality.

Kevin McLetchie, 28, and Kellie 
McCuish, 37,  both of Glenfoot 
Terrace, admitted possession of 
cannabis. McLetchie pled guilty 
to a further charge of possessiing 
seven ecstasy tablets he had 
bought ‘for the party season’. 

McLetchie was fined £300 and 
McCuish was ordered to pay 
£100 to the court.

Paul Nicol, 45, of no fixed ad-
dress, was jailed for six months 
after admitting supplying heroin 
found at Albany Street, Oban, 
on June 3, 2016. Cash totalling 
£280, found during a search of 
Nicol’s home, was also forfeited.

ADVERTORIAL
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Sport
Girls’ shinty

A 50-YEAR celebration took place at Aonach 
Mhor Hotel, Spean Bridge, recently when the 
remaining players of the all-conquering Lochaber 
Camanachd team of 1964/65 got together.

On display were the Sutherland, Strathdearn 
and MacGillivray League cups which Lochaber 
won in that season.

In addition many original photos and memora-
bilia of that period were also on display. Surviving 
players and relatives travelled from far to enjoy 
the celebrations with lots of laughs and good 
memories brought to mind.

FRIDAY June 10 saw nine high 
school shinty teams descend 
on Lochaber High to battle it 
out in the girls’ schools league 
finals day.

The development league, con-
sisting of Plockton, Lochaber B, 
Ardnamurchan B, Kinlochlev-
en/Fort Augustus and Oban 
each played each other once 
during the group stages with a 
good standard of shinty on show 
for a development league and 
some very close games.

Lochaber A and Plockton 
ended the league on the same 
points and both progressed to 
the final. Competition between 
these two teams had been close 
all day and the final proved just 
that with the score after normal 
time being tied at two goals 
apiece. Five minutes’ extra time 
then took place with the golden 
goal rule in play. Lochaber had 
the best of the early possession 
and came close to scoring on 
two occasions but the Plockton 
defence held firm though and 
a nice passage of play up the 
field created the winning goal 
for them.

In league A, Lochaber A, 
Portree, Kingussie and Ard-
namurchan A also all played 
each other once in the group 
stages. Portree went through 
comfortably to the final having 
won all of their games, and they 
were joined by Lochaber A.

The final was tied at 1-1 for a 
long time, but in the second half 
Portree’s Abby MacLean came 
into fine form, scoring and 
setting up a run of four goals 
in the final five minutes with a 
fantastic performance.

Congratulations to both Por-
tree and Plockton, both teams 
playing splendidly through the 
day treating everyone to some 
wonderful shinty. 

Commiserations to both 
Lochaber teams just being 
pipped to the post in both 
finals.

The team from Fort William Railway Bowling Club who won the 
Railway Sta�  Association Scotland Ladies Triples Championship 

held in Perth. They are (l to r) Trish Miller, Lyn Donald, Liz Kennedy. 
Photo: Anthony MacMillan Photography

Local lad Calum Morrison is pictured lifting. Photo: Alba Photos

Invelochy Primary P5 and under and P7 and under both won the Fraser Macphee Memorial. 
Photo: Alba Photos Lochaber Rugby Juniors Winners for 2016. Photos: Alba Photos

Girls’ league � nals 
day at Lochaber 
High School

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday June 23, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 01.24 1.0 07.16 3.6 13.37 1.0 19.40 3.8
Fri 02.03 1.0 07.51 3.5 14.14 1.0 20.19 3.7
Sat 02.45 1.1 08.32 3.4 14.56 1.1 21.02 3.6
Sun 03.33 1.2 09.19 3.3 15.45 1.2 21.53 3.5
Mon 04.29 1.3 10.13 3.1 16.43 1.3 22.55 3.3
Tues 05.36 1.4 11.21 3.0 17.52 1.4  **.** 1.4
Wed 00.15 3.3 06.47 1.4 12.47 3.0 19.07 1.4
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

6
16

15

Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 12°C to 17ºC.
Friday Light rain showers
 Winds light west south westerly
 Temperatures 11°C to 16ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light west north westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 15ºC.

THE annual Fraser Macphee 
shinty tournament which started 
in 2004 was held at An Aird 
shinty field on Sunday June 13.

The tournament, which is held 
each year in memory of Fraser, 
who was a talented shinty player, 
was held in Fort William Shinty 
Club in An Aird.

Seventeen primary school 
teams played seven-a-side shin-
ty, under two categories – P5 
and under and P7 and under.

The P7 and under final was be-
tween Kingussie and Inverlochy 
Primary Schools, with Inver-
lochy winning 1-0. The player of 
the match was Cameron Stevens 
of Inverlochy.

THE NEVIS Centre played host to 
the JSW Novice strongman event last 
weekend, which saw 12 men from all 
over Scotland compete for the title.

The novice competition, which is for 
strongmen who have not competed at 
a national level, was held on Sunday 
(June 19).

Five events were held on the day, the 
first of which was a log press which 
challenged the men to see how many 
reps they could do.

Metal bar
The next event was a deadlift for max, 

in which the men had to lift a metal bar 
with tyres attached. The winner of the 

competition lifted 300kg of weight on 
the bar.

A sandbag loading event was next for 
the competitors, where they had to life 
four sandbags, weighing 80kg, 90kg, 
100kg and 110kg, onto the back of a 
pick-up truck.

Also on the day’s agenda was a car 

deadlift hold, in which competitors 
picked up the back of a car to see how 
long they could hold the weight for.

The last event was the Atlas stones, 
with the men lifting two 110kg stones, 
one 120kg and the final one weigh 
130kg.

With each competitor racking up 

points from the individual events, the 
overall winner was Brian Radcliff 
from Glasgow. He came first in the 
log press, the deadlift for max and the 
Atlas stone competitions. Second place 
went to fellow Glaswegian Christopher 
Watson, while third place was awarded 
to Ewen Choi from Peterhead.

Strongmen strut their stuff
Strongmen and women after the prizegiving.

The P5 and under final was 
between Inverlochy and Inver-
ness and again Inverlochy won 
1-0. The player of the match was 
Keegan MacLeod Murray from 
Inverness.

Competition winners: speed 
hitting – Lachlan Cameron, 
Dunvegan, 86 km/hr was the 
speed of his shot; skills compe-
tition, dribbling and shooting 
accuracy – Calum Monigal, 
King ussie with a score of 144 
pts. 

And £450 was raised which will 
be donated to Katie Drain at the 
Camanachd Association to be 
put towards supporting disabled 
participation in shinty.

An organiser for the event 
told The Oban Times: ‘It was  a 
fantastic day attended by the 
largest ever number of teams. 
Many thanks to everyone who 
volunteered – coaches, trainers 
and most of all the children who 
took part.

‘It has become a favourite 
annual event and we hope next 
year will be just as good.’

She added that the weather 
had held out and ‘very well 
timed’ with the rain only start-
ing just as the trophy ceremony 
was ending. 

Primary shinty
Back row: Ronnie Campbell, captain, Billy MacLachlan, Donald MacFadyen. Front row: Ronnie MacIn-

tosh, Roddy Campbell, Colin MacFadyen, David Campbell, vice-captain, and Tommy MacGregor.

Lochaber played 21 games that season, winning 
19, losing one, and drawing one.

The Sutherland Cup was won on the old King 
George Park, Fort William, against Ballachulish 
with a 3-1 victory, the League Cup at the Bught 
Park, Inverness, and finally returning to the King 
George Park for an evening match against Bole-
skine in the Strathdearn Cup final when, after 
being down 1-3, Lochaber pulled off an amazing 
win in the dying minutes by 4-3.

Shinty
Lochaber Camanachd veterans remember

Inverlochy do the double
at Fraser Macphee Sevens




