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Town plans
progress

Sex fiend
jailed for
seven and
a half 
years

Lochgilphead hospital to be replaced  

‘Raucous’
party 
ends in
‘stabbing’
Neighbours tell of concerns
over regular disturbances
FRIGHTENED residents in a block 

The Oban Times

Shouting

Incidents

Report by  LOUISE LEE

Watching the game
‘That’s a big ball for a shinty stick.’ Youngsters Lora Buchanan and Andrew MacMillan, 

joined hosts Oban Saints for the 5th Amp Electrical Services tournament at the weekend. 

Let’s roar
for Hilary

Crumbling

By CHRISTINE McCARTNEY

Police used
CS gas in
Oban

Me Too. 

Funeral
of soldier

NOW ITS TIME TO SELL!!!!!
GOLD IN ANY FORM

Broken Jewellery, Rings, Coins,
Earings & Chains

Gold is at a all time high and
we are paying top prices

Cash paid on the spot.........

Caledonian Hotel, Oban
Top Deck Room

Wednesday 1st July 12 noon - 10pm

We also buy Silver, Precious Stones
Diamonds, Rubies & Emeralds.
Collectors Coins, Banknotes, Medals,
Militaria & Antiques.

Probate Lots & House clearances also welcome.
We also give free verbal valuations

Please call: 0800 954 5306 or 07590 228277

M.A. Manning Purveyors of Fine Gold
Ground Floor, 53 Hamilton Square, Birkenhead, 

Wirral, CH41 5AS

Full page 
of news 
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page 9

Oban lifeboat 
history 
captured page 19
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Two men 
resisted arrest

Mather backs
new housing
spend

Breach of the
peace man

TWO MEN involved in an 
‘explosive bar brawl’ have been 

damage caused.
Oban Sheriff Court heard that a 

burst through the swing doors of 
a public bar on Corran Esplanade 

Injuries

people saw both men sustain 

of damage to the premises. The 

after Milne believed Mather had 
offended two women at the bar.

it was completely out of character 

is at very low risk of re-offending. 

embarrassment he has caused and 
he has been barred from a number 
of local premises because of this.’

Violence

towards each other and at no time 

was it directed to members of the 
public. Mr Mather has had a severe 
wake up call about an situation that 
he deeply regrets and will never be 
involved in an incident like this 
again.’

men it was a ‘serious incident in a 
public place’.

Pair in ‘explosive bar brawl’ in Oban each fined £700 
TWO men who resisted a 

Court last week.

Tiree admitted charges of 

were stopped by police on 

Oban.
Oban Sheriff Court heard 

that police received a report 
that two men wearing hooded 
tops were outside of a nursing 

police went to speak to them.

accused had a protracted 

they deployed CS gas. The 
whole incident was captured 

kings have been uncovered 

carvings of a boar and 
footprints in the rock on 

concrete replica to protect 
them from vandalism and the 

conservation experts from 

the concrete to reveal the 
original stone. 

carvings by covering them 
up had been a pioneering 

the condition of the stone 
so we can plan its future 

‘Lifting the replica to see 
if everything was alright 

was slightly nerve-wracking 
to begin with but very 

helps to show that this is a 
viable approach to protecting 
carved stone.’ 

The conservation project 
in early June also involved 
making a laser scan of 
the original carvings and 
gathering information to 
decide how to protect them 
in the future.

The Historic Scotland team carefully removed a concrete replica of Dunadd 
carvings, which has been protecting the ancient carvings for 30 years.

PEOPLE of Oban and the 
surrounding area are being 
urged to give their support to 
proposals to buy and convert 

School into a community 
centre.

plan into the options for 

commissioned by Oban 
Youth and Community 

the old school as the best 
option.

Other options of 
refurbishing or knocking 
down and rebuilding Oban 
Youth and Community 
Centre in Soroba Lane or 
buying and converting the 

Bowl building in Shore 
Street have been rejected as 
too costly or impractical.

attempt to buy the building 

Council and convert it for 
community use needs the 
backing of the town and 
surrounding area.

per cent of the town and 
surrounding area to give 
their support by letting us 
know their postcode by mid-

The school was put on 
the market earlier this year 

on hold for six months until 

and bids from a number 

of interested parties are 

Following a meeting with 

said the association had 
been encouraged to bid for 

necessarily be the highest 
bid that is accepted.

of the area’s postcodes in a 
data base then we could be 
ready to go forward with an 
application under the Land 

Mr Preston.
The association only asked 

consultants Community 
Links Scotland (CLS) to 
include the old school in 
its feasibility study and 
outline business plan for 
a replacement youth and 
community centre at the last 
minute when approached 
by Oban Community 

This was formed after a

public meeting called by 
Oban Community Council 
at which there was strong 
feeling that the old school 
should be put to community 
use.

The school has been 

CLS estimates that it would 

refurbish.

responses by organisations 

include an information and 

young people’s facilities and 
car parking.

The study emphasised 
that it should not duplicate 
provision already in the town 
or compete with the proposed 
Soroba Community Centre 
but that it should identify 
gaps as well as providing for 
those groups that previously 
used the now closed Soroba 
Lane centre.

By MARIAN MILLER

Public urged to 
back purchase
of old school

Primary children from the North Lorn co-operative joined  for an eco-day at
 Ardchattan primary. t24eco02

School in Bonawe to take 
part in a day of eco activities 
involving everything from 

making paper from recycled 
materials to basket-weaving 
to a shore hunt and a 
woodland walk.

The children were all from 

schools in the North Lorn 

primary schools.

Pupils join together in day of eco activities

man pled guilty at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday to 
breaching the peace in the 
town on Sunday morning.

months complained that he 
had turned up at her house 
in the early hours of Sunday 

swearing and demanding to 

school.

young chefs team go around 
nine departments to take 
part in a variety of exercises 
from food testing in science 
to marketing in business 
studies.

The pupils even composed 
dishes to music in the music 
department.

with haggis as a central 
ingredient were prepared 

Scotland’s national dish 

th anniversary of Burns’ 
birth.

The succesful event ended 
with a trade fair.

taste test

islands remains bouyant despite 
the economic downturn.

a survey which highlights the 
continued popularity of the area 
with holidaymakers.

online searches for Oban and 

compared to the same period last 
year.

Home
The company says that the 

results show that Oban and the 

British holidaymakers staying at 

home this year.

for the area and highlights the 
continued popularity of Oban and 

‘The massive interest is 
testament to the strength of the 
area’s variety in being able to 
offer something for everyone.’ 

Positive signs for area’s tourism

by the Lions on behalf of the area’s charities.

Charities day hits record

government is to set aside 

housing across the country 
has been welcomed by 

Mather.
‘The housing funding 

secretary John Swinney and 

a much-needed boost for the 

said. The funding is part of a 
Scottish government update 
on its economic recovery 
programme.

of competitive fun watched 

The three sand pitches 

and each game lasted eight 

playing surface and the 
speed of the game made it an 
exhausting experience.

the bigger teams.’
The winner of the Laddie 

Cup was the Black Bottle 

competitions for runners up 

bowl by Trinity Muir.

success

FREE TRIPS
on

STEAM PUFFER VIC 32
During

CRINAN CLASSIC WEEK
2nd July 2009 – 5th July 2009

1 hour trips around the bay from Crinan Pier
First come – First served

Times
10am – 11am     11am – 12 noon

12 noon – 1pm     2pm – 3pm
3pm – 4pm     4pm – 5pm

THANK YOU

I support the proposed plan for a community 

Name ..................................................................

Post Code ...........................................................

STARTING SEPTEMBER

www.gordons-chemists.com
16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN

250ml
RRP £2.49

HALF PRICE

£1.25
200ml

RRP £2.79

HALF PRICE

£1.39
64s

RRP £2.99

SAVE £2

99p

HALF
PRICE

20s
RRP £2.99

HALF PRICE

£1.49

730ml
RRP £2.99

SAVE £1.05

£1.94
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hits another
school

Thief locked 

months
AN OBAN man has been 

hotel workers.

from locked rooms at the 

into two rooms in the staff 

Late licence

AN OBAN man has been 

he had done to her.

Oban sex fiend jailed for 
seven and a half years

described the attacks as 

children in all. All of their 

lost his job and his wife of 

Four young girls were abused
over 21-year period

Duncan Fraser was told by Judge Mettyear that his 
conduct had been disgusting and disgraceful.

weekends.

Defeated

for a late licence. There are 

and two hotels adjacent to 

noise there will act as an 

A WOMAN was taken to Lorn and Islands Hospital in Oban on Monday with mi-
nor injuries after the car she was travelling in left the A85 near Cruachan Power 
Station and hit a verge. The woman, the only passenger, was discharged later the 

 07_t26crash01

catchment areas of two of 

the town children from 

area which falls within the 

within the delineated area of 

to allow an informed decision 

Parents to be consulted
over school catchments

By MARIAN MILLER

had called for assistance after 

car.

reach behind his seat to the rear 

back and reached  behind from 

admitted there was a knife.

the banner down; it was a few 

Sheriff rejects youth’s knife excuse

his sentence deferred after 

Sentence was deferred for 

breached

offences

for drink related offences.

A man was arrested for 

him was also arrested for 

Another man was arrested 

Childrens Shoes

7 Combie Street, Oban 

Tel: 01631 570894
NEW school shoes 

arriving soon

Noel, Skechers & Richter

Summer SALE  commencing this 
Friday 26th

o
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STRONGMAN Mark Haldenby got to grips 

raise money for a local youth club.
Mark’s amazing stunt took place at a youth 

awareness day at Lochaber Leisure Centre to 
show Lochaber what the Kidz Club in Fort 
William’s Plantation area has achieved.

Mark said the idea for the stunt started at 
last year’s Lochaber Highland Games when 
he pulled a car. ‘Then I said I was going to 
pull a car for charity,’ said Mark, ‘but when 

big mouth before I thought about it and said 

from there.’
Lochaber strongmen Chris ‘Goose’ Innes 

and Louis MacLean gave Mark some help 
with training and tips.

engine-pulling competition at the awareness 
day.

All the money raised from the event is to 
go towards youth causes in the Plantation 
area of Fort William. 

TWO MEN were rescued from 
Ben Nevis on Saturday in 
separate incidents.

At around 2.40pm on Saturday 
a report was received of a 60- 
year-old man having suffered a 

Nevis. Following consultation 
with Lochaber Mountain 

Rescue, a rescue helicopter 
from Prestwick was requested 
and the man was located and 
airlifted to Belford Hospital, 
Fort William, for treatment.

call was received regarding 
a 30-year-old male who was 
unwell on the tourist path.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue, 
with the assistance of a rescue 
helicopter, again located the 
casualty who was also airlifted 
to Belford Hospital. Following 
treatment both males, who 
were not being named, were 
admitted to the wards for 
observation.

POLICE are appealing for 
information after the body of 
a man was discovered by the 
side of a road in Newtonmore.

The body of the man, believed 
to be a regular visitor to the 
village from Lanarkshire, was 
discovered at 6am on Sunday 
June 21 on the B9150 road 

near to the Speybridge. The 
road was closed for several 
hours to allow an examination 
of the scene to take place. 

A police spokesman said 
the death is not being treated 
as suspicious and enquiries 
are continuing. Details of the 
deceased will not be released 

until next of kin have been 
informed. Police are appealing 
for anyone who may have been 
in the area at the time or who 
may have seen anything to 
contact them on 01479 810222 
or via Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111. A report is to be sent 
to the Procurator Fiscal. 

Meeting set 
to shape 
future of 
Lochaber

f26mark01

Young brass musicians from 
Lochaber joined nearly 80 
others from schools across 
the Highlands in Inverness 

last week for a special day of 

ranged from relative beginners 
to more skilled and experienced 

with a short performance for 

Sunart completes 
first decade
of 100-year plan

COUNCILLORS will next 
week decide whether or 

planning applications which 

bearing on the future of Fort 
William.

Highland Council’s Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber planning 
committee meets in Fort 
William on Tuesday June 30 
to decide whether or not to 
grant planning applications 
for a 90-bed care home and a 
plan to build more than 300 
new houses near Caol, more 
than 100 of which will be 
affordable homes.

Kingsgate Development 
plan to build a two-storey 
90-bed private care home on 
land at Camaghael in Fort 
William near to the town’s 
new health centre.

The developer already has 
planning permission for a 
60-bed home but has now 
submitted plans for a larger 
building with more capacity. 
The planning application 
was deferred until June 30 
after members agreed to 
have a site inspection before 
making a determination.

Local residents and 
community councils had 
voiced fears that the new 
private home would be 
detrimental to Highland 
Council plans to build a 30-
bed nursing and residential 
home in Caol in the near 
future.

There were also fears that 
the new home would place a 
heavy burden on local health 
services and take staff away 
from public-run homes.

There were concerns raised 
by Inverlochy and Torlundy 
Community Council that 
the number of residents in 
the new home would place 
a heavy burden on health 
services in Fort William.

The community council 

‘Any future increase in 
the numbers caused by the 
existence of a private care 
home would inevitably 
place a strain on the existing 
general practitioners.

‘It would, in all probability, 
also result in all of the 
local care homes becoming 
understaffed with a 
consequent reduction in the 
standard of care available to 
all care home residents.’

The applicants say that they 
have undertaken research in 

facility and that there will 

consequences for the NHS, 
adding that it may ease the 
workload of the NHS in the 
area.

A statement from the 

proposed development 
represents an investment 
of £6 million into the local 
economy and will create 

complement and enhance 
existing services and 
facilities. It is not intended 
to compete with or replace 
existing or proposed 
facilities.’

have recommended that 
councillors grant the 
planning application.

Also on the agenda for 
councillors at the meeting is a 
plan by Lorne Developments 
to build 301 houses, including 
105 affordable homes, on 
Corpach Moss, south-east of 
Ardgour Road, Caol.

Concerns were raised by 
local residents over the 
loss of moor land, loss of 
amenity to already existing 
houses and an increase in 

the land has been allocated 
for development for many 
years and that a transport 
assessment highlighted the 
need for a new road layout 
to cope with the expected 

In response to the 

say that the housing layout 
is only ‘indicative’ in the 
present application and will 

and subsequent planning 
applications.

They also said that any new 

to council approval.

Police hunt 
pub thieves
POLICE are on the look 
out for a thief, or group of 
thieves, responsible for a 
spate of break-ins in the Fort 
Augustus area.

Between 9pm on Thursday 
June 18 and 9am on Friday 
June 19 a number of licensed 
premises in Fort Augustus 
and Drumnadrochit were 
broken into and property 
removed. Police in Inverness 
are appealing for information 
on these crimes and for 
sightings of any vehicles or 
people acting suspiciously. 

Anyone with information 
is asked to contact police in 
Inverness on 01463 715555 
or Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111.

FIVE Lochaber communities 
are this week celebrating 
ten years of landmark 
achievements in generating 
economic and environmental 

forests.
Sunart Oakwoods Initiative 

(SOI) is a community-wide 
effort to restore and expand 
the native woodlands of the 
Sunart area and maximise 

community. The work 
is being carried out in 
partnership with Forestry 
Commission Scotland, 
Scottish Natural Heritage, 
Highland and Islands 
Enterprise and Highland 
Council. Chairman of the 
SOI steering group and local 
councillor Michael Foxley 

and oak forests that cover 
the peninsula west of Fort 
William are an incredible 
resource but for 200 years 
they have been degraded 

and the opportunities they 
offered weren’t taken up. 

‘The initiative has really 
consolidated the strong sense 
of community here and each 
of the local communities, 
Ardgour, Acharacle, 
Strontian, Lochaline and 
Kilchoan, has got involved 
in managing and developing 
the woodlands from their 
own perspective. We 
are beginning to see the 
dividends of all the hard 

for locals and visitors, and 
this has helped to take this 

Key achievements delivered 
through public private and 

£1.8 million spent on the 
Atlantic Oakwood, more 
than 30kms of new and 
upgraded paths, more than 
18,500 native trees planted 
and 240 hectares of non-
native conifers removed. 

decade was marked with the 
launch of a new woodland 
walks booklet and six 
interpretation panels, as well 
as a celebration lunch for 
invited guests.

Kirsty Mann of Forestry 

‘A lot has been done already 
and everyone involved 
should feel proud of what 
we have achieved. The next 
ten years may prove more 

can build on our success and 

that will help develop SOI 

for the next 90 years.’
Liz McLachlan, SNH 

has been successful at 
attracting money - both from 
government and European 
agencies - and as a result 
has been able to deliver a 

natural heritage and the local 
communities.’

Strongman Mark gets to 
grips with fire engine

Police appeal after body found in Newtonmore

Two men rescued from Ben Nevis

Plans to build 300 new houses and a 
90-bed care home in planning spotlight

CROWDS of people around 
Oban Bay were treated to a 
visit from a pod of common 
dolphins this week.

on Monday by those working 
in the bay and surprised 
onlookers by coming in 
close to the shore

Ron Stevenson, who runs 
the Mara Mhor wildlife tour 

common dolphins, which 
are smaller than bottlenose 
dolphins that can be seen 
around here too.

‘However, it is very unusual 
for dolphins to come in so 
close to the shore.’ 07_t26dol01

Dolphins
put on a
show in
Oban Bay

Newsdesk
01631
568000

Have a
CLEAROUT

and make some

CASH
NOW ONLINE

Advertise your 
unwanted items in either 

The Oban Times, 
Campbeltown Courier 

or Argyllshire Advertiser
your ad will also 
appear online at

Feeling the 
during the Credit Crunch?

Simply use the 
coupons on the

page or visit the 
website and input 
your details there

Stop is put on work at old fort
LANDSCAPING on a site 
in front of the old fort in 
Fort William has outraged 
the chairman of the town 
archaeological society, who 
claims it is an important site 
historically.

Robert Cairns’ group had 
agreed to remove any items 
of interest from the site before 
the Fort William waterfront 

area on Tuesday, the society 
managed to place a stopping 
order on further damage 
– as, according to Mr Cairns, 
there had been no permission 
granted for the work.

they had permission to do 
this landscaping work but 
after I looked into it, it was 
obvious they didn’t. There 
has been no consultation on 
this and no warning. That’s 

why we were able to get the
stopping order.

‘My concern is that 
important artefacts have been 
damaged. Our society had 

archaeology from the site 

but this has really thrown a 

spanner in the works.
‘Historic Scotland had 

given verbal permission 
for the beach to be cleaned 
and the scrub cut back, but 
nothing to this extent.’

A representative from 
Historic Scotland was due to 
inspect the work yesterday.
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Green credentials of Oban High’s uniform policy questioned

Rock Ness

Top mark
for John

Eco Schools Green Flag, 

The Oban Times,

Oban High School teacher John MacKenzie won the Scottish 
Education Awards Lifetime Achievement Award. 07_t26jon01

I have received from pupils, 

for a parking space as usual 

‘parking reserved for John 

‘The children have been 

A fundraising member of 

By EUAN PATERSON

Teacher given lifetime achievement award

were on hand to give advice about home safety. 

01631 569995. 

The Oban Times

Lady Heather,

years by hosting a celebration lunch in the Soroba 

The trust has also made sure that visitors and 

and treasurer Alex Emslie. Mr Edgar said he also 

Some of the committee and guests at Argyll and 
15_t26argyll01

• Do you have
 a story for

 The Oban Times?
Call our reporters

on 01681-568021

FOR YOUR NEAREST MORRISONS STORE PLEASE VISIT WWW.MORRISONS.CO.UK OR TELEPHONE 01397 700333 w/c 22/06/09
Available in most stores. Subject to availability. While stocks last. Prices/offers may vary in Gibraltar. McCain Oven Chips £1.11/kg • McVitie’s Mini Jaffa Cakes 16.7p each • Robinsons NAS 10.7p/100ml • Kelloggs Special K 40p/100g • Surf Sunshine Powder £2.46/kg • Surf Lavender & Oriental Blossom Powder £2.46/kg • Napolina Chopped/Plum Tomatoes £1.75/kg.

Retailer of the year
2 years running

Great savings at your
localMorrisons

Save
55p

£1
907g

£1.55

Save
49p

Half
Price

49p
400g

Save
89p

£3
750g

£3.89 98p

Equivalent
to75peach

Any2
for
£1.50

£1.07
1 litre

Save
51p

£1
6 pack

£1.51

Equivalent
to£1.50each

2 for
£3

£2.09
950g

o



OBAN Air Cadets came back with a haul of medals from a 
recent weekend of competitions at RAF Kinloss.

The cadets took part in a number of activities alongside 
cadets from all over the Highland region.

The competitions included drill, aircraft recognition, a 
model competition of a military scene and athletics.

The Oban cadets excelled in the athletics bringing home 

modelling competition and will now go on to represent the 
Highlands in the Scotland and Northern Ireland heat of a 
national competition.

The team that took part was Daniel Finnigan, Amy 
Eddleston, Ruaridh Smalley, Colin Cameron, Karina Devlin, 
James Cameron and Stuart Eddleston.

Karina was also best female in the junior athletic female 
group.

Kilchrenan
auction
raises £1,250
AN AUCTION of goods 
and services raised more 
than £1,250 for Kilchrenan 
Primary School.

Auctioneer David Condie 
presided over events while 
belly dancing mum Valerie 
Black entertained bidders 
during the interval.

Dalmally
student’s 
award
A MECHANICAL engin-
eering student from Dalmally 
has narrrowly missed out 
on Forth Valley College’s 
Apprentice of the Year title.

Scott Livingstone, aged 20, 
a Scottish Power apprentice 
at Cruachan, was one of two 
runners up at the college’s 
Falkirk campus, where he is 
studying an HNC.

Enterprise
day sees
rise in local 
foods
IT MAY be a credit crunch 
but west coast people are 
being encouraged to think of 
new ways of making money 
in the UK – with Argyll 
foods.

A business day held 
at Ardkinglas House, 
Loch Fyne, to encourage 
people who are starting or 
developing their businesses 
for the hospitality and 
domestic market, saw a large 
turnout of participants.

Speakers at the event 
included Fergus Younger, 
Robert Preston-Campbell 
and John Forteith.

Garden open 
day a success
A GARDEN that opened to 

as part of Scotland’s Garden 
Scheme raised £530.

Lip na Cloiche near 
Ulva Ferry, Isle of Mull, 
is normally opened to the 
public for free so owner 

that the scheme, which gives 
proceeds to charity, would 
work. Lucy said: ‘Thanks 
to the weather everything 
went well. I am sure that the 
feature in The Oban Times
helped advertise to people 
that the garden was open for 
the day.’ 

Above: This year’s event 
winners and sports 

champions.
Right: Competition was 

07_t25sports09

07_t25sports01

OBAN High School spent a sunny Friday enjoying its 

fund-raising events for the school’s XL group and a burger 
stall manned by staff.

Among the fun events were a beat-the-goalie, the popular 
throw-the-wet-sponge-at-a-teacher and face-painting, which 
were organised by the XL group which is raising funds for 
12 pupils to go on a sailing trip in August.

fencing and a bungee run.
The day wound up with the tug-of-war, following the relay 

races. Many of the teachers also took part in the day’s events, 

t21cadets01

Competition success 
for Oban Air Cadets
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EDINBURGH Argyll Asscociation held its summer ceilidh 
on Saturday May 23 in St John’s Episcopal Church Hall, 
Lothian Road, Edinburgh.

The programme opened with president Mabel Munro 
Rowan welcoming the audience in Gaelic and English. 
Mabel was also bean-an-tighe.

His friend Angus did some step dancing to Tiber’s pipe 
tunes.

Gaelic singer was Alasdair Cadona who accompanied his 
traditional Gaelic songs with his small clarsach. Alasdair is 
connected with the BBC Gaelic circle and his appearance 
was a real treat for the association audience.

Music was provided by Alastair Fraser, Oban, on accordion 
and Calum on electric guitar. The tunes were so inviting 
some of the audience got up to dance.

Eveyln Eadie, Campbeltown, was the Scottish singer who 
sang well-known ceilidh songs with her clear soprano voice.

Lilian Lind, nee Blackie, from Vancouver BC, Canada, 
recited Kirsty MacCall, the Belle of the Ball and MacAlister. 
She also told amusing stories. Lilian sang with Edinburgh 
Gaelic Choir in the 1950s before emigrating to Canada. 
Along with Mabel, she also formed Vancouver Gaelic Choir 
in the 1980s.

Tea and goodies were served at the interval.
Among the audience were people from Iran, Germany, 

Thanks were extended to all the artistes and people who 

Auld Lang Syne.
The next ceilidh was due to be held on Saturday June 20 

at the same venue.
The programme was to be given by Edinburgh Saltire 

Gaelic Choir with fear an taighe Andrew Scoular.

Edinburgh Argyll 
Association

Great time had by 
all at Oban High 
School sports day

including head teacher Peter 
Bain, who won the staff 100 
metres race.

Results: 1st year boys’ 
champion, Duncan MacLean; 
1st year girls’ champion, 
Abigail Evans; 2nd year boys’ 
champion, Kiearan Jackson; 
2nd year girls’ champion, 
Kelly Lamont; 3rd year 
boys’ champion, Richard 
Thomson; 3rd year girls’ 
champion, Kirsty Gillies; 
senior boys’ champion, 
Fraser Brydon; senior girls 
champion, Frances Young. 
Clan champions were 
Ossian.

07_t25sports08

manned by members of 
staff. 07_t25sports03

:
Floral Art - Judge, Maureen 
McColl, Arisaig. Class 50 - 
Arrangement in an Unusual 
Container: 1 M MacEachen, 

Salen; 3 H Lamb, Arisaig. 
Class 51 – Arrangement 
Depicting a Nursery Rhyme: 
1 M MacEachen, Arisaig; 
2 A Simpson, Arisaig; 3 R 

52 – Flowering Pot Plant:1 
E Fleming, Arisaig; 2 M 
MacEachen; 3 C Haynes, 
Morar. Class 53 – Foliage Pot 
Plant: 1 M MacEachen. Class 
54 - Homemade Compost: 1 J 
Budge, Arisaig; 2 J Morrison, 
Arisaig; 3 M Dyer, Arisaig. 

Handicrafts & Knitting 
- Judge, Maureen McColl, 

Road to the Isles Show results
Arisaig. Class 55 - Pair of Gents 
Socks or Kilt Hose: 1 C Haynes, 
Morar; 2 D Simpson, Mallaig; 
3 S Campbell, Mull. Class 56 - 
Child’s Sweater or Cardigan: 1 
P Elwell, Morar; 2 S Campbell; 
3 I MacPhee, Caol. Class 57 - 
Best use of Oddments of Wool: 
1 I MacPhee; 2 Macintosh 
Day Care Centre; 3 C Haynes. 
Class 58 - Knitted Baby Jacket: 
1 J Corson, Mallaig; 2 D 
Simpson; 3 S Campbell. Class 
59 - Hardanger Embroidery 
including modern: 1 D Simpson; 
2 J Cairns, Arisaig. Class 60 
- Ladies Summer Top, Knit or 
Crochet: 1 S Campbell. Class 
61 - Greetings Card: 1M 
MacEachen; 2 C Stewart,Morar, 

Article: 1 M Hepburn, Mallaig; 

2 A MacGillivray, Mallaig; 3 
C Haynes. Class 63 - Piece of 
Decorated Glass: 1 D Simpson; 
2 Macintosh Day Care Centre; 
3 M MacEachen. Class 64 
- Painted Picture in theme of 
Homecoming – in any medium: 
1 P Mathieson, Mallaig. Class 
65 - Photograph, White Water: 
1 S Crossland, 2 P Crossland;
3 P Elwell. Class 66 - Wooden 
Article: 1 I Coates, Suinsletter; 

Macintosh Day Care Centre. 
Class 67(a) - Cromach/Stick 
– Horn: 1 F Coates, Suinsletter; 
2 H Cameron, Arisaig; 3 I 
Coates.

 - Judges, 
Sophie Moore and Claire Gunner, 
Morar. Class 68 - Gingerbread: 
1 A Wilson, Knoydart; 2 V 

MacDonald, Arisaig; 3 J Ritchie, 
Mallaig. Class 69 - Fruit Loaf: 1 
A Barker, Morar; 2 S Campbell;  
3 A Fairbairn, Morar. Class 70 
- Chocolate Cake:1 A Moffat, 
Mallaig; 2 E Fleming; 3 C 
Haynes. Class 71 - 4 Oatcakes: 
1 K MacDairmid, Arisaig; 2 A 
Barker; 3 M MacEachen. Class 
72 - 4 Pancakes: 1 M Ferguson, 
Morar; 2 M MacEachen; 3 H & 
A Wilson, Knoydart. Class 73 - 4 
Oven Scones: 1 M MacEachen; 
2 A Wilson; 3 C Stewart. Class 
74 - Victoria Sponge – Jam 
Filling: 1 H Gilmore, Mallaig; 2 
P Elwell; 3 M MacEachen. Class 
75 - Bread using Yeast: 1 M 
MacEachen. Class 76 - 4 Pieces 
of Tablet: 1 A Moffat; 2 A 
Wilson; 3 M MacEachen. Class 
77 - Carrot Cake: 1 M 
MacEachen; 2 V MacDonald; 3 
J Wilson, Knoydart. Class 78 - 
Thermos of Soup: 1 C Stewart; 
2 M Ferguson; 3 S Campbell. 
Class 79 - Jar of Marmalade: 1 
M Ferguson; 2 I MacPhee, Caol; 
3 A Barker. Class 80 - Jar of any 
Fruit Jelly: 1 J Ritchie; 2 J Cairns; 
3 A Fairbairn, Morar. Class 
81 - Jar of Lemon Curd: 1 J 
Cairns; 2 M MacEachen; 3 
S Campbell. Class 82 - Jar 
of Chutney: 1 J Corson; 2 S 
Campbell; 3 M MacEachen.

 - Judges, 
Pauline Elwell, Morar and 
Chistine Haynes, Morar. Pre-
School Class 83 - Picture of My 
House: 1 Keira Boyce, Mallaig 
English Medium; 2 Simon 
Begg, Mallaig Gaelic Medium; 
3 Elise Coull, Mallaig English 
Medium Primary 1 to 3. Class 

85 - Cotton Wool Sheep: 1 
Emily MacDonald, Lady Lovat; 
2 Heather Nicholson, Lady 
Lovat; 3 Niamh MacLellan, 
Mallaig. Class 86 - Drawing 
of a Fishing Boat: 1 Wallace 
Dempster, Arisaig; 2 Calum 
King, Mallaig; 3 Erin Nicholson, 
Lady Lovat.  Primary 4 to 7 Class 
87 - Draw a Football Scene: 1 
Niamh Henderson, Mallaig; 2 
Michael Dyer, Lady Lovat; 3 
Mathew Baker, Arisaig. Class 
88 - Knitting – Own Choice: 
1 Niamh Henderson, Mallaig; 
2 David Campbell, Lady 
Lovat; 3 Nicole Simmonds, 
Mallaig  High School. Class 89 - 
Photograph Own choice: 1 Alex 
Willoughby Mallaig; 2 Abigail 
Jackson, Mallaig; 3 James 
Mathieson, Mallaig. Class 90 
- 2 Chocolate Brownies on a 
paper plate: 1 Leah MacDonald, 
Mallaig; 2 Kirsty Baker, 
Mallaig; 3 R Dempster, Mallaig.  
Trophy winners: Camusdarach 
Rose Bowl, Floral Art: Margaret 
MacEachen. Jessie Corson 
Trophy, Handicrafts: Dorothy 
Simpson and Sheila Campbell. 
Bill Henderson Trophy, Best 
Wooden Article: Ian Coates. 
Old Library Trophy, Baking and 
Produce: Margaret MacEachen. 
Lochaber SWRI Trophy, 
Institute with most points: Morar 
SWRI. Achateilasaig Trophy, 
Best School: Lady Lovat, 
Morar. Jamieson Quaich, Best 
Pre-School: Mallaig English 
Medium Nursery. Rosette and 
£5: Alex Willoughby and Leah 
MacDonald, Mallaig High 
School.10_f25roadjudging02

Taynuilt tot’s charity effort

Coll
Your correspondent 
is Seonaid 
Maclean Bristol:              
01879 230351

Arinagour
Primary
School
fund-raiser
AN EVENING of mediaeval-
themed entertainment raised 
£1,130 in aid of school 
activities.

The byre at Achamore 
was transformed into a 
banqueting hall, complete 
with coats of arms around 
the stone walls, minstrels in 
the gallery, a foaming barrel 
of ale, a spot of jousting and 
a pillory for punishment - 
most people thought it was 
the stocks, but apparently 
not.

The vast array of food was 
prepared to ancient recipes 
by Caroline Henderson, 
Sara McCann and Kirsty 

mediaeval peasants. Huge 
thanks go to everyone in the 
school parent council and 
to the school children for a 
spectacular event. 

Ian and Terry Mills 
provided the use of their byre 
which they decorated with 
the help of Carole Cook and 
Eileen Strange and a troupe 
of enthusiastic children.

End-of-term 
service
THE VILLAGE hall was 
creaking at the seams as an 
eager audience packed in to 
watch the primary school’s 
annual end-of-year school 
play and various musical 
pieces.

It’s testament to the talent 
of the children and the hard 
work of the teachers that 
the audience did not consist 
only of doting parents, but 
included numerous other 
islanders. The quality of 
the costumes and props was 
incredible, considering very 
limited resources and time. 

Coll Kids Club
THE newly-constituted Coll 
Kids Club met to discuss 

events and funding for this 
summer. 

There are various activities 
planned, including camping, 
sea kayaking on Tiree and 
three craft days - drama, 

which will take place on July 
8. External funding will not 
be available until later in the 

year so a fund-raising car-
wash is planned for Saturday 
June 27. 

Donations will support all 
this summer’s activities so 
please give generously.

For a timetable of events 
and to keep abreast of what’s 
on on Coll this summer, visit 
www.visitcoll.co.uk.

Some members of the Tiree branch of the Scottish 
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Solo Singing Competitions 5-8 
years
Gaelic Medium Solo Singing, 
5-6 years: 1 Rhian Eddie, 
Bunsgoil Mhalaig; 2 Ben 
MacDonald,  Bunsgoil Mhalaig; 
3 Andrew Sneddon, Bunsgoil 
Mhalaig. Local Own Choice, 5-
6 years: 1 Rebekah Connolly, 
Ardgour Primary School; 2 
equal Lucy Edmondson, Ardgour 
Primary School and Lilijana 
Alexander, Ardgour Primary 
School. Local Own Choice, 7-
8years: 1 Hamish Philip,  Ardgour 
Primary School; 2 Jamie Edmondson, 
Ardgour Primary School. Learners 
Solo Singing, 7-8 years: 1 
Christopher McCowan, Ardgour 
Primary School; 2 Iona Cameron, 
Ardgour Primary School.

Solo Singing Competitions, 9-18 
years

Learners Solo Singing, Boys 9-
10 years: 1 John Clark, Ardgour 
Primary School. Gaelic Medium 
Singing Boys, 9-10 years:1 Scott 
Thomson,  Commun Gàidhealach 
Mhuile; 2 Stuart Gray, Bunsgoil 
Mhalaig; 3 equal Duncan 
Biddulph, Bunsgoil Mhalaig and 
Murdo MacLennon, Bunsgoil 
Mhalaig. Learners Solo Singing 
Boys 11-12 years: 1 Andrew Jackson, 
Ardgour Primary School; 2 Gregor 

HUNDREDS of children and adults from across 
Ardnamurchan, Lochaber and Mull brought singing, stories 
and music to Strontian last week at this year’s Mod Aird 
Nam Murchan.

Convenor Fiona MacLean said that numbers at the event 
were excellent with more than 170 competitors taking part 
in competitions.

Primary schools from Ardnamurchan and Lochaber were 
joined by competitors from Salen Primary School and 
Tobermory High School on Mull.

Mrs MacLean said that the venue, the new Ardnamurchan 
High School, was a real blessing for the event.

‘Having the school is amazing,’ she said, ‘We are very 
grateful to the school for giving us the privilege of coming 
here. It makes a big difference to the numbers as the primary 
school pupils are able to come during school hours.’

The event, on Friday June 19, was rounded off by a 
prizewinners concert at the school.

Ardnamurchan Mod 
brings Gaelic to life

ResultsResults
Smart, Lochaline Primary School. 
Local Own Choice, 11-12 years: 
1 Tom Haining, Ardgour Primary 
School; 2 David Philip, Ardgour 
Primary School; 3 Christina Wilson, 
Strontian Primary School.  Learners 
Solo Singing, Girls 11-12years: 1 
Emma Cameron, Lochaline Primary 
School. Duet Own Choice, 12 years 
and under: 1 Shannon MacLean 
and Angus MacLennan, Commun 
Gàidhealach Mhuile. Learners Solo 
Singing, Girls 9-10 years:1 Hannah 
Hunter, Kilchoan Primary School; 2 
equal Mhairi MacKenzie, Kilchoan 
Primary School and Katie McFarlane 
Cameron, Kilchoan Primary School.  
Learners Solo Singing, Girls 9-10 
years: 1 Bethan Sexton, Commun 
Gàidhealach Mhuile; 2 Jennifer 
MacPhee, Bunsgoil Mhalaig; 3 equal 
Aimee Sneddon, Bunsgoil Mhalaig 
and Sarah Gibbons,   Commun 
Gàidhealach Mhuile. 

Solo Singing -Girls, 11-12 years:
1 Anna Biddulph, Bunsgoil Mhalaig; 
2 Shannon MacLean, Commun 
Gàidhealach Mhuile. Gaelic 
Medium Solo Singing, 11-12 years: 
1 equal Nathan Ritchie, Bunsgoil 
Mhalaig and Olivia Sexton, 
Commun Gàidhealach Mhuile; 
3 Isla Robertson   Commun, 
Gàidhealach Mhuile.
Local Own Choice 9-10 years: 1 

Charlie Ann Pleming, Acharacle 
Primary School; 2 Sara Beth 
MacKinnon, Strontian Primary 
School; 3 Kate Bradley, Acharacle 
Primary School. Fluent 13- 
15years: 1 Mollie MacFarlane, 
Commun Gàidhealach Mhuile; 2 
equal Kirsten MacLean, Commun 
Gàidhealach Mhuile and Rowanne 
MacLachlan, Commun Gàidhealach 
Mhuile. Learners 13-15 years: 
1 Fiona MacAdam,  Commun, 
Gàidhealach Mhuile; 2 Gemma 
Robertson, Commun Gàidhealach 
Mhuile. Solo Singing Girls, 
16-18years: 1 Georgina Durie, 
Commun Gàidhealach Mhuile.

Solo Singing, Senior, Song 
of District: 1 Stuart A  Jackson, 
Lochaline. Own Choice, Senior: 
1 Stuart A Jackson, Lochaline; 2 
equal Nicola Kennaway, Acharacle 
and Joanne McCowan, Ardgour. 

Prescribed, Senior: 1 
Stuart A Jackson, Lochaline. 
Trophies awarded for solo 
singing: John S Thomson, 
Glenborrodale Cup for the highest 
mark in Gaelic in any of the 
solo competitions. Primary and 
Secondary: Anna Biddulph and 
Bethan Sexton. Peter MacQueen, 
Ardgour, Memorial Cup for the 
highest music mark attained in any 
of the solo singing competitions, 
primary and secondary:Olivia 
Sexton. Daily Record Cup for
the highest mark in Gaelic, local 
primary: Christopher McCowan 
and Charlie Ann Pleming. Kate 
Stewart Memorial Cup for highest 
mark in music, local primary: 
Sara Beth MacKinnon. Christina 
Maclaren Memorial Trophy:Stuart 
A Jackson. MacLean of Ardgour 
Memorial Challenge Trophy: 
Stuart A Jackson. Scottish Natural 
Heritage Trophy for highest total in 
Gaelic and music, solo 13-18 years: 
Mollie MacFarlane 

Choirs
Learners, Choral Unison: 1 Còisir 

og Ath-Tharracaill; 2 Lochaline 
Primary School. Learners Puirt-
a-Beul: 1 Commun Gàidhealach 
Mhuile; 2 Còisir og Ath-
Tharracaill; 3 Lochaline Primary 
School. Local, Choral Unison: 1 
Còisir og Ath-Tharracaill. Local - 
1 Song  Own Choice: 1 Acharacle 
Primary School. Choral Puirt: 1 
Commun Gàidhealach Mhuile. 
Trophies awarded for Choral 
Singing: Fuinary Cup for one 
song of Lochaber: Còisir og Ath-
Tharracaill. Campbell Memorial 
Shield for choir with highest total 
mark in Gaelic and music, primary: 
Còisir og Ath-Tharracaill. Joan 

Smith Memorial Cup for choir with 
highest total mark in Gaelic and 
music, primary and secondary: Còisir 
og Ath-Tharracaill. Convenor’s 
Cup  for highest total mark in 
Gaelic and Music in Puirt -a- 
Beul, primary and secondary: 
Commun Gàidhealach Mhuile 
Oral Competitions 5-8years

Gaelic Medium Poetry 
Recitation, 5-6 years: 1 Rachel 
Ford, Acharacle Primary School; 2 
Kate Biddulph, Bunsgoil Mhalaig; 
3 Ben MacDonald, Bunsgoil 
Mhalaig. Gaelic Medium 
Conversattion 7-8years: 1 Daibhidh 
Duncan, Acharacle Primary School; 
2 Kay Rodgers, Bunsgoil Mhalaig; 
3 Isla Robertson, Commun 
Gàidhealach Mhuile. Fluent 
Conversation, 5-6 years: 1 Ben 
MacDonald, Bunsgoil Mhalaig; 
2 Lily Hargreaves, Bunsgoil an 
t-Sàilein; 3 Laurence Knight, 
Bunsgoil an t-Sàilein. Gaelic 
Medium Poetry Recitation 7-8 
years: 1 Cara MacDonald, Bunsgoil 
Mhalaig; 2 Daibhidh Duncan, 
Acharacle Primary School; 3 Kay 
Rodgers, Bunsgoil Mhalaig. 

Oral Competitions 9-12years
Gaelic Medium Poetry 

Recitation 9-10 years:1 Jennifer 
MacPhee, Bunsgoil Mhalaig; 2 
equal Bethan Sexton, Commun 
Gàidhealach Mhuile and Scott 
Thomsom, Commun Gàidhealach 
Mhuile.  Learners Poetry 
Recitation, 9-10 years: 1 Katie 
MacFarlane Cameron, Kilchoan 
Primary School; 2 equal Jordan 
MacLachlan, Kilchoan Primary 
School and Kirsten Rowantree, 
Kilchoan Primary School. Gaelic 
Medium Conversation, 9-
10years:1Eilidh Ross, Acharacle 
Primary School; 2 Jessie 
MacPherson, Acharacle Primary 
School;  3 Duncan Biddulph, 
Bunsgoil Mhalaig. Gaelic Medium 
Poetry Recitation, 9-10years: 1 
equal Anna Biddulph, Bunsgoil 
Mhalaig and Nathan Ritchie, 
Bunsgoil Mhalaig. Gaelic Medium 
Conversation 11-12years: 1 Angus 
MacLennan, Commun Gàidhealach 
Mhuile; 2 Shannon MacLean, 
Commun Gàidhealach Mhuile; 3 
Anna Biddulph, Bunsgoil Mhalaig. 
Oral Competitions 13-18years

Fluent Conversation 13-
15years: 1 Kirsten McLean, 
Commun Gàidhealach Mhuile; 
2 equal Rowanne MacLachlan, 
Commun Gàidhealach Mhuile 
and Mollie MacFarlane, Commun 
Gàidhealach Mhuile. Fluent Poetry 
Recitation, 13-15years: 1 Kirsten 
MacLean, Commun Gàidhealach 
Mhuile. Fluent Conversation, under 
18 years: 1 Katrina MacLean, 
Commun Gàidhealach Mhuile. 

Drama under 13years: 1 Bunsgoil 
an t-Sàilein. 

Trophies awarded for Oral 
Competitions

Swordale Cup for the highest 
mark attained by local learners, 
Primary: Katie McFarlane 
Cameron, Kilchoan Primary 
School. Graham Croll Trophy
for highest Gaelic mark attained 
in any of the oral competitions: 
Jennifer MacPhee, Bunsgoil 
Mhalaig.  Lochaber Development 
Cuach for conversation, open 5 to 8 
years: Daibhidh Duncan Acharacle 
Primary School. Lochaber 
Development Cuach for 
conversation, Open 9 to 12 years: 
Eilidh Ross Acharacle Primary 
School. Lochaber Development 
Cuach for Drama:Bunsgoil an t-
Sàilein. Caithness Glass Trophy for 
Drama:Bunsgoil an t-Sàilein. 

Special Competions
Own Choice Local Action 

Song, under 10 years: 1 Acharacle 
Primary School G; 2 equal 
Bunsgoil an t-Sàilein and Lochaline 
Primary School. Music Making 
- Instrumental - without singing: 
1 Strontian Primary School; 2 
Bunsgoil an t-Sàilein. Recorder 
Group: 1 Strontian Primary 
School. Folk Group, under 13 
years: 1 Acharacle Primary School, 
primary 4 to 7G; 2 Acharacle 
Primary School, primary 5 to 7E; 
3 equal Bunsgoil an t-Sàilein and 
Ardgour Primary School. 

Trophies for Special 
Competitions

The Mod Airdnamurchan Shield
for action song under 10 years: 
Acharacle Primary School G; The 
Iain Ross Cameron, Drimnin 
Memorial Cup for highest mark 
attained for two Gaelic Airs: 
Strontian Primary School. The 
Longrigg Cup for Music Making: 
Strontian Primary School. 

Instrumental,
Clarsach Duet: 1 Kate Bradley and 

Charlie Ann Pleming, Acharacle 
Primary School; 2 Abigail Woods 
and Ruby Tilling, Acharacle Primary 
School.  Clarsach Beginners: 1 
Caitlin Laybourne, Ardnamurchan 
High School; 2 Alexandra Clark, 
Ardnamurchan High School; 3 
Sarah Beth MacKinnon, Strontian 
Primary School. Clarsach 
Elementary:1 Niamh Henderson, 
Bunsgoil Mhalaig; 2 Heather 
MacBeth,  Bunsgoil Mhalaig; 3 
Isabelle Tilling, Ardnamurchan High 
School. Clarsach Intermediate:1 
Jessica Baker, Mallaig High School; 
2 Pieternell Baak. Fiddle – Gaelic 
Air and Reel/March – Secondary: 
1 Reece MacKay, Ardnamurchan 
High School; 2 Rebecca Clulow, 
Mallaig High School; 3 Kathryn 
MacKinnon, Mallaig High 
School. Fiddle – Open: 1 Fiona 
McAdam, Commun Gàidhealach 
Mhuile; 2 Rebecca Clulow, Mallaig 
High School;3 Kathryn MacKInnon, 
Mallaig High School. Fiddle 
– Gaelic Air and Reel – Primary: 1 
equal Megan Macpherson, Strontian 
Primary School and Bethan Sexton, 
Commun Gàidhealach Mhuile; 
3 Scott Thomson, Commun 
Gàidhealach Mhuile. Fiddle, 
Learners, Gaelic Air – Primary: 
1 Bethan Sexton, Commun 
Gàidhealach Mhuile; 2 Sarah 
Gibbons, Commun Gàidhealach 
Mhuile; 3 Olivia Sexton, Commun 
Gàidhealach Mhuile. Accordion: 
1 Lewis Robertson, Strontian 
Primary School; 2 Martin Ross, 
Acharacle Primary School; 3 Rowan 
MacGillivray, Acharacle Primary 

Left to right: Acharacle Primary School winners 
Rachel Ford, winner of the aged 5-6 years poem recital, 

Davey Duncan, winner of the conversation aged 7-8 
years, and Charlie Pleming, winner of the own choice 

singing 9-10 years. f26mod01

Andrew Jackson of 
Ardgour Primary School, 

winner of the learners 
solo singing 11-12 years. 

f26mod02

Scott Thomson, aged 
nine, who won solo 

competitions and Bethan 
Sexton, who was a winner 

competitions. f26mod03

Left: Acharacle Primary School 
Choir. f26mod04

Below: The competitors from Salen 
Primary School and Tobermory 

High School. f26mod05

School. Keyboard: 1 Bethan 
Sexton, Commun Gàidhealach 
Mhuile; 2 Olivia Sexton, Commun 
Gàidhealach Mhuile. Tin Whistle: 1 
Frederik Ewers, Acharacle Primary 
School; 2 equal Ryan MacKenzie, 
Acharacle Primary School 
and  Abigail Woods, Acharacle 
Primary School. Chanter: 1 Angus 
MacLennan, Commun Gàidhealach 
Mhuile

Trophies for Instrumental
Iain MacPherson Trophy for

Primary Fiddle awarded jointly 
to Megan MacPherson, Strontian 
Primary School and  Bethan 
Sexton, Commun Gàidhealach 
Mhuile. Airdnamurchan Mod Mini 
Silver Cup for Chanter beginners: 
Angus MacLennan, Commun 
Gàidhealach Mhuile. Sunart 
Oakwoods Initiative Trophy 

MacKay, Ardnamurchan High 
School. Gillespie MacMillan Trophy
for Accordion: Lewis Robertson, 
Strontian Primary School. 

Nicola Kennedy of 
Acharacle who took part 
in the own choice singing 

competition. f26mod06

AROUND 30 young children had a great time last week 
with a successful launch of Bookstart Rhymetime at Fort 
William Library, led by Lochaber librarian Anne Nicholson 
and senior library assistant Sandra MacLean.

Bookstart is a national programme that encourages all 
parents and carers to enjoy books with their children from 
as early an age as possible. Bookstart Rhymetimes are 
fun, free sessions aimed at children up to four years and 
accompanying adults. Each session incorporates a mix of 
song, rhymes, rhythm and movement, all of which help 
build children’s language skills and develop a love of books. 
They will continue every Tuesday from 10.30am-11am at 
Fort William library.

Ms MacLean told The Oban Times: ‘The launch went with 
a swing.’

A PROJECT which aims 
to reduce Sleat’s carbon 
footprint by one third has 
heard that each resident 
contributes 17 tonnes of 
carbon to the atmostphere 

the Scottish average.
The Clean Sleat project was 

launched earlier this year 
and has been awarded nearly 
£100,000 by the Climate 
Challenge Fund in order to 
meet the target.

Angus Robertson, project 
manager, recently gave a 
presentation outlining the 
principals of the project 
based on a study carried out 
by students from Flensburg 

A ROAD safety initiative 
aimed at young drivers in the 
Highlands is helping reduce 
the number of deaths and 
serious injuries throughout 
the Lochaber area.

Figures recently produced 
show that since 2005, the 
Pass Plus scheme for young 
drivers aged between 17 
and 25 years has seen a 

number of people applying 
with more than 700 young 
drivers completing the 
scheme. This corresponds 
with a downward trend in the 
number of injury accidents 
involving young drivers. 

In 1998 more than 270 
young drivers were involved 
in injury accidents while 
in 2008, the corresponding 

corresponding period the 
number of fatal accidents 
involving young drivers has 
fallen from 12 in 1998 to six 
in 2008.

Chairman of Highland 
Youth Voice Robin Falconer, 
who has recently passed his 
driving test, said: ‘I was 
delighted when I passed my 
driving test as I had always 
been looking forward to 
driving alone. 

‘Now, I don’t have to rely 

Left to right: Lewis Munro from Lochalsh and Robin 
Falconer of Highland Youth Voice with chief inspector 

Ian Bryce and councillor John Laing.

Road safety 
scheme
sees results

on others for transportation 
and therefore it gives me a 
lot more freedom. I knew 
that, just because I had 
passed my test, this did not 
mean I was an experienced 
and skilful driver. 

‘For this reason, I have 
decided to apply for the Pass 
Plus scheme, which will not 

cost of my insurance but 
also provide me with more 
driving skills to ensure that 

driver.’
Laura Fisher, road safety 

Constabulary, said: ‘This 

solution, but rather a long 
term strategy to reduce the 
number of young people 
killed or seriously injured on 
our roads.

‘We work closely with our 
partner agencies to educate 
young people, helping them 
to make the right decisions, 
whether they are passengers, 
drivers or pedestrians. 

‘It is also important that 
parents or carers realise that 
their driving habits can have 

children drive. They are after 

models.’

Bookstart launched in Fort

University. The study 

resident contributes 17 tonnes 
of carbon to the atmosphere 

the Scottish average.
The study broke down 
Sleat’s carbon footprint 
as containing 37 per cent 
material and 28 per cent 
transportation.

The group is hosting a 
‘Nappuccino’ event in 
Broadford on Tuesday June 
30. The event will take place 
at Beinn na Caillich Café 
between 3-4pm with the 
opportunity for people to 

and how to use them.

Sleat project 
highlights benefits 
of cloth nappies
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ISLANDERS have done 
well from Scottish Co-
operative’s latest dividend to 
its members.

One customer on Tiree 
will receive £304, an Islay 
member £219 and one Mull 
member £159. There are 
many other smaller awards.

Community projects are 

total of £730,000 shared out 
across the UK.

Co-op pays
dividends
for islanders

A FILM MAKER from North 
Uist has been invited to take 

festival of its kind.
Uisdean Murray will be 

making his way to South 
Korea to take part in the 
Puchon International 
Fantastic Film Festival with 

or Traveller.

a young girl, Seonag, who 
travels back in time on to 
visit her recently deceased 
grandfather.

Mr Murray said: ‘I’m 

all those who helped me 
make it. It is a fantastic 
honour to be selected for 
such a prestigious festival 
and I am looking forward to 
promoting Siubhlachan to an 
international audience.’

viewed online at www.
uisdeanmurray.com

Film maker’s
festival date

Luing ferry
cut blow

Green for go
on Coll

THE SUMMER ferry 
timetable on Luing has been 
cut to 12 weeks this year 
after a delay in the return 
of the island’s council-run 
craft.

Islanders usually have a 
16-week summer timetable 

and the late return of the 
ferry from its annual MOT 
the summer timetable has 
been reduced.

Islanders were under the 
impression that the Argyll 
and Bute Council had a 
contractual agreement with 
the Scottish government to 
run the summer timetable for 
a 16-week period. But any 
plans to lobby the council 
may have been dashed after 
it revealed that it has no 
obligation to run the ferry 
for a set period.

A spokeswoman from 
Argyll and Bute Council 
said: ‘The extent of the 
summer timetable will be 
agreed with ferry crews. It is 
nominally for 12 weeks.

‘We are not, strictly 
speaking, paid a grant to run 
the ferry. We receive grant 
aided expenditure which acts 
as a subsidy in operating the 
ferry but it does not cover all 

to this vessel but is awarded 
to all ferries operated by us.’

IONA Primary was only one of 40 
schools in the country to take part 
in an exchange visit that brought 
teachers from all over Europe to the 
Hebridean isle.

Teachers from six European 
countries took part in the exchange 
and were welcomed to Argyll by 
Oban High School Pipe Band before 

departing for a three-day stay on 
Iona.  The Comenius project brought 
teachers from Italy, Spain, Lithuania, 
Turkey, Finland and Sweden.

Head teacher Liz Kennedy said: 
‘The Comenius project is about 
sharing information about countries, 
customs, traditions and most of all 
friendship. The visitors were shown 

around Oban High before being 
brought to the island. They took a 
trip to Staffa to view Fingal’s Cave, 
visited Iona Abbey and took part in 
a ceilidh. The pupils of Iona Primary, 
who have been corresponding with 
boys and girls from all the countries, 
proudly showed the visitors around 
their school and beautiful island.’ 

The teachers who took part in the exchange visit.

Iona Primary welcomes European visitors

ARINAGOUR Primary 
School on Coll has been 
awarded a silver Eco-
Schools Awards.

The school, which has a 
roll of 19, has taken part in 
beach cleans and recycling 
projects and will be looking 
to gain a Green Flag, the top 
award available in the Eco-
Schools scheme. 

Its plans include extending 
the school garden with the 
production of vegetable 
crops for the school kitchen 
and to supplement the 
island’s potato crops.

Argyll and Bute MSP Jim 
Mather congratulated the 
school, adding: ‘With the roll 
about to grow to 24 next year 
,the potential for expansion 
and the increase in numbers 
should considerably improve 
their chances of gaining a 
Green Flag for the Isle of 
Coll.’

CalMac
plays down
ferry calls

CALLS for a new service 
from Mallaig to Lochboisdale, 
which could possibly involve 
catamaran vessels, have been 
played down by ferry operator 
Caledonian MacBrayne 
(CalMac).

SNP councillor Roy 
Pedersen, who represents an 
Inverness ward on Highland 
Council and is also a transport 
consultant, has called for a new 
ferry between Lochboisdale 
and Mallaig to boost the 
island’s economy following 
the announcement of plans for 
125 job losses at missile testing 
facilities on South Uist and 
Benbecula.

The Ministry of Defence, 
one of the largest employers 
in South Uist and Benbecula, 
intends cutting jobs at its 
missile testing bases across the 
west Highlands and announced 
a series of job losses throughout 
the area last week.

Journeys
Mr Pedersen said that a 

catamaran could be based in 
Lochboisdale and complete 
two return journeys daily to 
Mallaig, allowing passengers 

He added that a ‘triangular 
route’ between Tarbert, Uig and 
Lochmaddy could also deploy 
two catamaran ferries giving 
links to Harris and Skye, and 
North Uist and Skye. 

He also said that up to 20 jobs 
could be created on the islands 
if the ferries were based in in 
the Uists.

However, one source at 
CalMac said that there were 
huge question marks over 

catamarans and whether they 
were suitable for the more 
exposed routes that CalMac 
operate on in the west coast.

The source added that 
catamarans certainly would not 
operate during the winter and 
raised questions over who was 
going to pay for them.

A statement issued by 
CalMac said: ‘The main points 
raised by Mr Pedersen are 
already being considered by the 
Scottish government’s Ferries 
Review which is studying a 
wide range of issues including 
the opportunities for deploying 
different types of vessels, such 
as catamarans.

‘We have participated 
extensively in the review.’

Calls
There have been many calls 

over the past few years for 
a Lochboisdale to Mallaig 
ferry to be introduced with 
the route being supported by 
Storas Uibhist, the community-
owners of South Uist estate 
and Lochboisdale Community 
Council.

Hopes of progress on the route 
were dealt a blow last year when 
the Scottish government stated 
that any proposals would have 
to be put out to a new round of 
competitive tendering.

That followed a statement 
by Storas Uibhist that it had 
an agreement with Pentland 
Ferries that it would take up an 
offer made by transport minister 
Stewart Stevenson to subsidise 
the route with £1 million if an 
operator could be found.

By DAVID WALKER

Catamaran idea for a Mallaig to 
Lochboisdale route questioned

 HRH The Duke of Kent is shown around Kyle of Loch-
alsh Lifeboat Station by Glan Tucker and John MacRae.

LIFEBOAT crewmen and 
volunteers in the west 
Highlands and islands were 
delighted to receive a private 
visit last week from HRH the 
Duke of Kent.

The duke, who is president 
of the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institute (RNLI), visited 
Stornoway, Lochinver and 
Portree last Wednesday, and 
Kyle of Lochalsh, Mallaig 
and Tobermory the following 
day.

In Tobermory His Royal 
Highness joined the crew on 

board the RNLI Severn class 
relief lifeboat, The Duke of 
Kent, currently stationed on 
Mull, for a trip out to Bloody 
Bay.

Ian Stevens, lifeboat 
operations manager for 
Tobermory RNLI lifeboat 
station, said: ‘I am delighted 
that His Royal Highness said 
he had enjoyed himself.

‘We had the pleasure of his 
company on a trip to Bloody 
Bay where the lifeboat 
crew demonstrated a ‘man 
overboard’ rescue scenario.

Lifeboat crews visited by
the Duke of Kent

A DOCTOR on Colonsay is retiring from what is 
being described as one of the best jobs in Britain. 

Dr John Currie is stepping down from his position 

for the vacant post.
It boasts a salary of around £100,000 a year, a 

free four-bedroom house and stunning views over 
the island. 

One American applicant was so eager to get the 
job that he was prepared to travel 5,000 miles to 
Scotland for it.

After ten years of service on Colonsay, Dr Currie 
has said he wants to move to the mainland in order 
to be closer to his family and friends. He also said 
he is keen to buy a bed and breakfast business and 
do some part-time work.

Paradise

He said: ‘Colonsay is a beautiful island all year 
round. It’s like staying in a paradise holiday island 
365 days a year – what more could you ask for?

‘Colonsay is the ideal spot for a doctor with a 
young family. It has a good school and it’s a very 
safe environment.’

The island have been attempting to increase 
the population but a lack of jobs and housing has 
brought limited success.

GP retires from
dream island post

Paintings go on show
PAINTINGS of Colonsay and its neighbouring 
islands will be exhibited in the island’s Old Waiting 
Room Gallery from this weekend. Artist Mary 
Frame will display her work between Sunday and 
July 9, with a preview in the hall on Saturday.

A SONG embracing the Gaelic 
language and culture’s place in the 
world today has been recorded by 
a Mod Gold medal winner and high 
school teacher with Gaelic students 
from around Argyll.

Angus Smith, acting depute head 
teacher of Tiree High School and 
principal teacher of enterprise at 
Oban High School, has used more 
than 200 primary and secondary 
school Gaelic students to sing the 
chorus of his award-winning song 
Tha Mi Seo.

Pupils from Strath of Appin and 

units joined high school students 
recently to allow Finlay Wells of 

Nutshell Music to record them in the 
high school hall.

Angus had already recorded pupils 
from Tiree and Bowmore on Islay 
and hopes to include pupils from 
Mull and Dunoon to complete the 
sound.

‘The song can be used as a teaching 
resource, the starting point for a 
range of inter-disciplinary projects 
in school,’ explained Angus.

‘It will be placed on the Argyll 
and Bute Council website as a free, 

video footage and lesson ideas.’
Angus wrote the song which won 

best new Gaelic song at the Seo Seinn 
Festival in Stornoway in 2003 and he 

sang it along with the Homecoming 
Gaelic Choir at the Oban Hogmanay 
party at the start of this year.

The song speaks of reaching out 
across the world, asking if people 
can hear that the Gaelic language is 
still alive and growing and asks for 
those that can hear it to help keep it 
alive.

‘It’s a song about identity, place, 
culture,’ said Angus, ‘not inward 
looking but embracing our place 
in the world alongside every other 
culture.’

song will be available for release 
to coincide with this year’s Royal 
National Mod in Oban in October.

Angus Smith with some of the pupils who have sung on the chorus of his song Tha Mi Seo 16_t26angus01

Teacher/songwriter and pupils 
join in perfect harmony

TIREE band Skerryvore are 
gearing up for their biggest 
summer yet as they prepare 
to play T in the Park for the 

Scotland in China.
In the meantime, the 

band is recording their third 
album, due to be released in 
October.

massive year for us,’ said 
accordion player Daniel 
Gillespie.

‘Most of our time just now 
is being taken up with the 
new album.

‘We recorded each of 
the previous two albums 
in couple of weeks but this 
one has already taken three 
months because it is all new 
material.

‘Next month we will be 
kicking off our summer 
tour, which will include 
performances at T in the 
Park, then we complete 
the summer by heading to 
Beijing in September to 
perform at an event being set 
up by Scottish Enterprise. 

‘The venue for the event 
has not been decided but 
there is talk it could be the 
Bird’s Nest, which was used 
for the Olympics, so that 
would be really exciting.’

The band, which has also 
recently agreed a sponsorship 
with Slanj Kilts, is in talks 
with a new record label.

The boys will be playing on 
Tiree on July 26 at the launch 
of a live album recorded 
by fellow Tirisdeachs, 
Skipinnish. The album was 
recorded in the Skipinnish 
Ceilidh House, Oban.

Tiree band 
bound for 
China after 
T in the 
Park

WALKERS and outdoor 
enthusiasts are being asked 
to look out for a rare orchid, 
which has one remaining 
stronghold – the west coast 
of Scotland.

Plantanthera bifolia, has 

July and has been reported 
from more than 260 sites 
over the past three years.

Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) is keen to hear of any 
other reports to help preserve 

following a marked decline 
in numbers in the country.

It is usually spotted on the 
edges of moorland, damp 
grassland and even roadside 
verges. 

Anyone who comes across 
the plant can notify SNH at 
snh.org.uk/orchid2009

The rare orchid Plantan-
thera bifolia is in decline 
but has a stronghold on 
Scotland’s west coast. 

Orchid
watch

A FORTY-year-old tug boat 
showcasing green technology 
called at ports along the west 
coast earlier this month on 
route to Japan. 

French vessel Le Manguier 
visited Ardfern and Portree, 
meeting with local boat-
owners and demonstrating how 
using solar panels and sails 
alongside the traditional diesel 
engine can make substantial 
savings of energy and money. 

Greener marine
Madadh Maclaine from 

Ardfern helped to set up the 
Scottish leg of the journey. She 
has her own project to develop 
greener marine transport and 
she jumped at the chance to go 
on board when Le Manguier 
was in port. She said: ‘I think 
it is a good initial step in 
showing what’s possible. 

‘Historically, Scotland has 
always been in front in boat 
design and marine transport. 

The point of the voyage of the 
Manguier is to demonstrate to 
working boats the measures 
they can take to make their 
boats more ecological.’ 

The French boat built in 
1968 has been adapted with a 
greener anti-fowling system 

pollution. Solar panels provide 
power to the boat and sails 
take the strain off the engine 
- and diesel bills - when there 
is wind. 

Madadh added there could 

industry as well as the 
marine environment if their 
experiments are successful. 
She said: ‘With the price 
of diesel going up and up, 

at ways of cutting bills and by 
using the sails as well as the 
engine, they could be getting 

faster.’ 

‘Green’ boat visits 
west coast

Sails and an engine help Le Manguier save energy and 
money. 

DISTILLERIES and visitor centres are to be exempt from 
regulations that restrict the display of alcohol.

Justice secretary Kenny MacAskill made the announcement 
after a visit to the Scottish Liqueur Centre. The regulations, to 
stop alcohol being displayed in more than one area of a shop, is 
targeting off-licenses, more than distilleries and visitor centres.

Argyll and Bute MSP Jim Mather said has welcomed the 
announcement, adding: ‘It was not the intention to detract from 
overall visitor experience by restricting how attractions such as 
distilleries and breweries could display alcohol.’ 

Distilleries gain rule exception

ARGYLL landowners are being urged to consider 
providing a site for motorcycling tests, as the nearest test 
site is Glasgow or Inverness.

The call has been made by Argyll and Bute MP Alan 
Reid, after receiving a reply from junior transport minister 
Jim Fitzpatrick MP, which details the size of the ground 
required for tests.

Sites should be 125 metres by 40 metres or 175 metres 
by 12 metres, tarmac or concrete and ideally have a small 
area with a power supply for examiners and customers.

Mr Reid said: ‘It is nonsense there is no motorcycle 
test centre nearer to Oban than Glasgow or Inverness. If 
any landowner has a suitable site, can they please contact 
the Driving Standards Agency.  

Landowners could come to motorcyclists aid claims MP
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Beachd Ailein
Nuair a tha innleachdas conaltraidh ag atharrachadh 
agus a’ leasachadh cho luath air feadh an t-saoghail tha 
e furasta a thuigsinn carson a bhithte a’ toirt sùil as ùr air 
saoghal nam meadhanan ann am Breatann. A-rèir na tha 
a’ nochdadh tha crathadh mòr gu bhith ann agus cuid den 
mharaig aig a’ BhBC gu bhith air a roinn le feadhainn de 
na craoladairean eile.

Ge b’ e dè a’ bheachd a th’ agaibh air a’ Bheeb tha e 
air a bhith sònraichte cudromach ann an lìbhrigeadh fìor 
sheirbheis air naidheachdan an t-saoghail fad linntean, agus 
tha fhathast iomadach dùthaich farmadach às an t-seirbheis 
a th’ againn an seo. Agus gun teagamh tha craoladairean 
eile air fàs an seo cuideachd a tha a’ toirt deagh sheirbheis 
seachad, ach faodaidh cuid a bhith car searbh gam faicinn 
sin a nise a’ faotainn seilbh air airgead poblach far an robh 
iad roimhe dèonach sin a sheachnadh leis gun robh e na b’ 
fhasa a bhith beò air cosnadh shanasachd agus nas lugha 
de riaghailtean. Ach biodh sin mar a bhios e, tha feum air 
leasachadh agus tha saoghal na h-iarmailt, neo an eadar-
lìon, air cumhachd mòr a ghabhail dha fhèin agus tha feum 
air beagan srian air sin cuideachd.

Dh’ fhaòdte faighneachd carson a b’ fheudar feitheamh 
ri sgrùdadh den t-seòrsa seo mus deach aig na buidhnean 
craolaidh air tòiseachadh ri còmhradh mu cho-obrachadh 
a thaobh ghoireasan agus caomhnaidh air cosgais. Gu 
dearbha chithear fhathast an t-annas sin, “Scotland 
correspondent” a’ nochdadh air prògraman naidheachd, 
mar nach robh an aon chomas, neo chainnt, aig an 
fheadhainn a tha mar tha a’ dèanamh na h-aon obrach an 
seo dha na craoladairean sin.

Ach ge b’ e dè a thachras an lùib nan atharraichean seo ’s 
e seirbhis craolaidh phoblach a’ chòir as prìseile dhuinne 
agus a dh’ fheumar a dhìon. Agus dhan choimhearsnachd 
Ghàidhlig chan eil an t-seirbheis sin againn fhathast leis 
gum feumar companaidh as an roinn phrìobhaidich a 
phhàigheadh gus BBC Alba fhaicinn.  Suidheachadh nàr! 
Agus feumar a bhith gu math faiceallach nach cleachd 
Urras a’ BhBC na h-atharraichean seo mar leisgeul eile 
seirbheis an asgaidh a dhiùltadh dhan Ghàidhlig.

It took the threat to its income, contained in the 
Government’s new Digital Britain report, to make the 
BBC begin to discuss sharing resources, and saving, with 

employed here are unable to communicate outside 
Scotland. But a review is appropriate not least to regulate 
internet broadcasting.

public service broadcasting, and it is a scandal that the 
Gaelic community in Scotland is still denied this right. 
BBC Alba viewers have to pay to view.

service to which they are surely entitled. 

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Nuair a dh’ fhuiling Walter 
Baxter le at-cuisle eanchainn, 
chaidh innse dha gur dòcha 
nach biodh e beò ach airson 
10 làithean eile.

Ach mar thorradh air neart 
a spioraid chan ann a mhàin 
gu bheil e fhèin, a bhuinneas 
dha Obar Dheathain, fhathast 
againn ach roinnean leighis 
eanchainn ann an ceithir 
ospadalan air feadh an h-
Alba.

Nuair a bhruidhinneadh air 
na h-ospadalan a dhùnadh, 
chaidh am fear peinnsean 
seo dha Riaghaltas na h-Alba 
agus shoirbhich an iomairt 
aige gus an cumail fosgailte.

Thèid a sgeulachd agus 
sgeulachdan deichnear 
eile aig a bheil ceangal 
dhan Phàrlamaid innse aig 
taisbeanadh lèirsinneach 
gus 10 bliadhnaichean de 
Phàrlamaid a h-Alba a 
chomharrachadh.

Thèid an àireamh aontaichte 
de thaighean saoire sa 
Ghàidhealtachd agus 
Earraghàidheal an lughad 
mu dhà fhichead sa cheud 
san ath bhliadhna ionmhais. 

A dh’ aindeoin seo, tha 
Riaghaltas na h-Alba ag 
ràdh gur h-ann aig ìre àraid 
am bliadhna a tha an t-
airgead a thèid a chosg air 
taighean saoire.

Tha an t-aithisg le 

Micheil Levack, Àrd 

Thoglaichean Albannach, 
air dearbhadh ged a thèid an 
àireamh de thaighean saoire 
am meud ann an àiteachan 
sluaghail na h-Alba, nach 
thachair an aon rud anns 
na sgìrean dùthchail a 
leithid a’ Ghàidhealtachd, 
Earraghàidheal agus Peart 
‘s Cinn Rois. 

Ma thèid coimeas a 

dhèanamh eadar an àireamh 
de thaighean saoire ann an 
Earraghaidheal ‘s Bhoid 
2008/09 agus 2009/10, 
chìthear lughdachadh dà 
fhichead sa cheud.

Thuirt Rhoda Ghrannd, 
BP na Gàidhealtachd ‘s 
nan Eilean: ‘ ’S e sgìrean 
iomallach, duthachail na 
h-Alba a tha feumach air 
taighean saoire agus chan 
urrainn dha Riaghaltas na 

h-Alba a’ dol as àicheadh 
seo. Tha an lùdachadh seo 
mòr agus seo an t-àm airson 
maoineachadh a thoirt do 
phròiseactan sna sgìrean 
iomallach, an àite airgead  a 
thoirt air falbh bhuapa.’

Thuirt neach labhairt 
Riaghaltais na h-Alba 
‘Tha maoineachadh 
thaighean saoire aig an 
ìre as àirde am bliadhna 
agus thathas a’ coileanadh 

ìre aontachaidh aig ìre 
sònraichte gu nàiseanta. 
Ann an Earraghàidheal 
‘s Bòid thèid an t-airgead 
a chosgar àrdachadh bho 
£14.7 millean gu £24.7 
millean am bliadhna. 

‘Tha seo a’ gabhail a-staigh 
airgead bho phròiseactan 
a chaidh aontachadh gu 
cabhaigeach an uiridh. 
Tha sinn cuideachd a’ 
cur taic ri comuinn 

thaigheadais ionadail gus 
làraich àraid fhaotainn 
ann an Earraghàidheal 
‘s Bòid a bheir cothrom 
aontachaidhean cunbhalach 
a bhith againn san àm ri 
teachd.

Dh’ innis Riaghaltas na 
h-Alba o chionn ghoirid 
mu phlanaichean gus 8,100 
taigh saor ùr a thogail air 
feadh na h-Aba an ath 
bhliadhna.

Àireamhan thaighean saoire a’ dol an lughad
Ghabh dà sgoil anns an Òban 
agus sgìre Latharna pàirt o 
chionn ghoirid sa sgeama 
‘BPA sna Sgoiltean’.  

Thadhail Seumas 
MacGrìogair, BPA na 
Gàidhealatchd ‘s nan Eilean 
air Bunsgoil na Pàirce 
agus Bunsgoil a’ Bharra-
Challtainn gus cèistean 
a fhreagairt air raon de 
chuspairean.

‘Tha na sgoiltean seo a’ 
tabhachd foghlam air leth dha 
sgoilearan ionadail agus bha 
mi toilichte gum b’ urrainn 
dhomh ùine a chur seachad 
còmhla riutha,” thuirt e. 

‘ Tha e follaiseach gur h-e 
sgoil bheag, dhuthchail a th’ 
ann am Bunsgoil a’ Bharra 
Challtainn agus sgoil nas 
motha sa bhaile a th’ ann 
am Bunsgoil na Pàirce ach 
tha e na adhbhar misneachd 
gu bheil na dhà dhiubh 
air soirbheachadh airson 
pàistean ionadail.’ 

BPA a’ atdhail 
air sgoiltean

Thèid cuireadh a 
thoirt do bhuidhnean 
choimhearsanchd a tha an 
sàs ann an cleachdadh no 
leasachadh na Gàidhlig gus 
iarrtas thaic airgid a chur do 
Bhòrd na Gàidhlig. 

Tha ‘Taic Freumhan 
Coimhearsnachd’ na 
phàirt de phrògam 3 
bliadhnaichean aig a bheil 
£100, 000 ri fhaotainn am 
bliadhna a thuilleadh air an 
£190, 000 a chaidh a thoirt 
do phròiseactan bhon uiridh. 

Faodar buidhnean 
c h o i m h e a r s n a c h d , 
buidhnean soar-thoileach 
agus gnìomhachasan beaga 
iarrtasan a chur a-staigh air 
a shon.

Thuirt Rosemary Nic 

Bhuird, gun robh Am Bòrd 
fìor thoilichte leis mar a 
ghabh buidhnean pàirt san 
sgeama an uiridh

‘ ’S urrainn dha pròiseactan 
sa choimhearsnachd diofar a 
dhèanamh eadar cleachdadh 
no dìth chleachdadh a’ 
chanain agus chaidh an 
sgeama seo a chur an gnìomh 
airson coimhearsnachdan 
a bhrosnachadh gus 
pròiseactan ùra a 
dhealbhachadh a bheir 
buaidh mhòr air Gàidhlig 
sna sgìrean ionadail aca.’

Maoineachadh
Gàidhlig do 
Bhuidhnean ‘s 
Gnìomhachasan

Chaidh maoineachadh a chur 
mu choinneamh rannsachadh 
air planaichean gus ionad 
cultarach ‘s cafaidh a thogail 
air Eilean Luing.

Chaidh taic airgid 
dealbhchaidh a thoirt do 
Urras Choimhearsnachd 
Eilein Luing bho Urras a’ 
Chrannchuir agus LEADER 
nan eilean aig Iomairt na 
Gàidhealtachd ‘s nan Eilean, 
gus iarrtas a leasachadh 
airson Ionad Eileanan a’ 
Chuain Siar a thogail air 
talamh an urrais ann am baile 
glèidhteachais Chulapuil.

Maoineachadh
air aontachadh 
airson Ionad 
Eileanan a’ 
Chuain Siar

Thèid triùir stàileadairean 
Ìleach, a tha eadarra air 
105 bliadhnaichean de 
sheirbhies a chur seachad 
aig a’ chompanaidh Diageo, 
aithneachadh aig fàilteachas 
sònraichte.

Thòisich Billy Sitchell, 
manaidsear làraich Chaol 
Ìla, Uilleam MacArtair, 
obraiche stàile Lagavulin 
agus Alasdair Caimbeul, 
neach teicnigeach Chaol Ìla 
uile aig a’ chompanaidh ann 

an 1974. Bidh an triùir seo 
agus luchd-obrach eile den 
leithid an làthair aig dinnear 
sollain a thèid a chumail ann 
an Siorrachd Bhanbh air 
2mh An Dùbhlachd.

Thòisich Billy Sitchell, 
a tha na cheithreamh 
ginealach san teaghlach 
aige a bhith ag obair san 
dreuchd seo, a’ lìonadh 
bharaillean san taigh-stàile 
agus ann an 1990, chaidh 
a thaghadh airson trèanadh 

manadsaireachd.
Thuirt e ‘Gheibh mi 

togail fhathast nuair a chì 
mi botalan uisge-beatha ann 
am buthan agus taighean 
seinnse fhad ‘s a tha mi 
a’ siubhail air feadh an t-
saoghail. Tha e àraid gu 
bheil spies mhòr aig an 
uiread de dhaoine air uisge 
beatha Ìleach agus bha e na 
thoil-inntinn dhomh a bhith 
mar phàirt dheth airson còrr 
‘s 30 bliadhna.’

Luchd stàile air leth air aithneachadh

As dèidh dearbhadh gu 
bheil cìs a’ chonnaidh san 
Rìoghachd Aonaichte aig an 
ìre as àirde san Roinn Eòrpa, 
the am BPA Jim Mather air 
cantainn a-rithist gu bheil 
draibheadh deatamach sa 
sgìre aige.

Bha Mgr Mather a’ 
beachdachadh air an 
fhiosrachadh a chaidh 
fhoillseachadh san iris 
mu dheireadh de Prisean 
agus Gluasadan a’ 
Chumhachd, foillsichte le 
Roinn a’ Chumhachd agus 
Atharrachadh Sìde. B’e BPA 
nan Eileanan Siar Aonghas 
MacNèill, a tha na neach 
làbhairt chomdhail SNP 
aig Westminster, a thug 
iomradh air an naidheachd 
gur h-ann leis an Rìoghachd 
Aonaichte a tha a’ chìs as 
àirde air connadh. Thuirt 
Mgr Mather: ‘ Tha prìsean 
nam pumpaichean petroil 
ann an Romania a-nis 22sg 
nas lugha gach liotar na 
seo, ged a tha am prìs ron 
chìsean seachd sgilleanan 
nas saoire.’

Dràibheadh na 
dhòigh beatha

Tha na planaichean aig 
Ministreachd an Dìon gus 
cuir às dha 125 obraichean 
aig raon nan rocaid ann an 
Uibhist a Deas air ùpraid a 
thòiseachadh air sgàth ‘s a’ 
bhuaidh mhòir a bheireadh 
seo air eaconamaidh agus 
beatha nan eilean. 

Bhiodh na planaichean a’ 
bualadh air co-dhiù neach 
anns gach sianar den t-sluagh 
obrach.

Tha mu 215 neach bhon 
sgìre air am fastadh aig a 
raon, a tha air a ruith leis a’ 
chompanaidh QinetiQ gus 
rocaidean a sgrùdadh.

Thèid comhairleachadh 
ionadail a chumail a-nis gus 
beachdan a chruinneachadh 
bhon choimhearsnchd agus 
bhon fheadhainn air am bi seo 
a’ bualadh. Crìochnaichidh 
àm a’ chomhairleachaidh 
air an 29mh an t-Iuchair le 
10 làithean as a dhèidh gus 
beachdachadh air.

Thuirt Huw Francis, Àrd 

a Deis, Stòras Uibhist, a 
ghabh a’ choimhearsnachd 
os làimhe barrachd air da 
bhliadhna bhuaithe ‘s a tha 
a-nis a’ riochdeachadh 1,000 
croit agus 850 neach: 

‘Faodar aon obair anns 
gach sia a chall anns an t-
suidheachadh seo gu lèir. 
Tha luach £10 millean gach 
bliadhna aig an raon dha 
eaconamidh ionadail agus 
rachadh seo an lughad gu 
mòr. 

‘Tha an naidheachd air 
droch bhuaidh a thoirt air 
a’choimhearsnachd agus 
thèid an oighreachd na 
aghaidh gu dubh, ag innse 
nach e seo na dhòigh gus cuir 
ri seirbhis a’ Mhinistreachd 
agus gu h-àraidh, a’ 
choimhearsnachd.

‘Tha cumhnant aig QinetiQ 
le MoD airson £5 billiean 
thar 17 bliadhnaichean agus 
chan eil seo ach fear de na 
roghainnean a tha iad air 
cuir air adhart. Cha sabhail 
plana a chuireas às dha 125 
obraichean an seo agus 55 
eile air feadh na dùthcha ach 
£2.5 millian gach bliadhna. 
Chan eil seo ciallach. 
Cosgaidh e barrachd dha 
daoine ann an cìsean air 
sgàth ‘s lughdachadh an 
eaconamidh ionadail.

Tha Maighstir Mìcheal 
MacDòmhnaill, aig a bheil 
parraist Aird Choinnich agus 
Bhòrnais ann an Uibhist a 
Deas, na iar cheann suidhe 
aig Stòras Uibhist. Thuirt 
e: ‘Tha fear no dithis anns 

gach dachaigh a tha ag obair 
le QiniteQ agus bheir seo 
buaidh uabhasach orra, gu 
h-àraidh air an fheadhainn 
òga. Tha iad air sgìlean 
sònraichte a leasachadh agus 
tha deagh obraichean aig a 
bheil turasadal math aca le 
cothroman àrdachaidh nan 
cois.

‘Tha a’ choimhearsnachd 
na bhuannachd dha 
Ministreachd an Dìon agus 
tha càirdeas air a bhtih 
eadarra.’

Tha a’ bhuidheann SNP 
aig Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar, air tighinn còmhla le 
BPA ionadail Alasdair Allan, 
agus BP Aonghas MacNèill, 
SNP, gus guth a thogail an 
aghaidh a’ chaill obraich. 

Thuirt Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar gu bheil e air a 
bhith a’ còmhradh lei MoD 
a thaobh a’ bhràth seo agus 

dha Iain Swinney, ministear 
an airgid Albannach agus 
fàs leantainnaich, mu 
dheidhinn.

Bheachdaich comhairliche 
Aonghas Caimbeul air a’ 
chùis le bhith ag ràdh: ‘Tha 
sinn a’ sìreadh taice bho gach 
roinn gus stad a chur air a’ 
ghluasad uabhasach seo ann 
an eaconamaidh Uibhist. 

Thuirt neach cathrach 
Iomairt na Gàidhealatchd 
‘s nan Eilean Willie 
Roe: “’S e QinetiQ nam 
fastaichean as motha sa 
roinn phrìobhaideach anns 
na h-Eileanan Siar agus 
tha iad a’ tairgsinn cuid de 
na h-obraichean as fheàrr 
ann an innleadaireachd, 
saidheans agus teicneòlas. 
Tha iad deatamach dha 
soirbheachadh na sgìre.

Chaidh iarraidh an t-
seachdain a chaidh le BP 
nan Eilean Siar, Aonghas 
MacNèill.gun tèid deasbaid 
èiginneach a chumail ann 

an Taigh nan Cumhantan 
air teachd nan sgrùdaidh 
rocaidean ann an Uibhist a 
Deas.

Thuirt Mgr MacNèill, 
‘Bheireadh seo buaidh 
mhòr air na h-eileanan agus 
feumaidh riaghaltas na h-
Alba seo atharrachadh.

‘Thàinig QinetiQ dhan 
cho-dhùnadh seo as aonais 
smaoineachadh coithcheann 
air a’ bhuaidh shòisealta agus 
eaconomach a bhios aig a 
seo air a’ choimhearsnachd, 
agus leis cho cudromach 
‘s tha an raon seo dha 
oighreachd an Dion, chan 
urrainn dha ministearan na 
h-Alba a sheachdnadh anns 
a’ Pharlamaid. 

‘S ann air cuir às dha aon 
obair anns gach sia ann an 
coimhearsnachd chugallach 
a tha seo agus bheireadh 
a’ bhuaidh sin sgrìos air 
an àite. Ann an co-theacs, 
tha 120 obraichean san h-
Eileanan Siar co-ionnan ri 
beagan mhìltean dhiubh ann 
am meadhan na dùthcha. 
Cha b’ urrainn dhan bhràth 
seo nochdadh aig àm nas 
miosa a thaobh crìonadh an 
eaconamidh.’ 

Tha taighean a tha cuideachd 
nan àiteachan leabaidh agus 
bracaist a’ call cothrom 
an-dràsta pàirt a ghabhail 
ann an sgeama chumhachd 
ghlèidhteachais an 
Riaghaltais.

‘S ann dha taighean a 
tha an sgeama seo a gheibh 
buannachd bho taic airgid 
deich air fhichead as a’ 
cheud airson pannalan solais 
a cheananch gus uisge a 
theasachadh agus siostaman 
teasachaidh taighe a ruith. 
Ach air sgàth ‘s riaghailt a 
chuireas casg air feadhainn 
a tha cuideachd nan 
`aiteachan gnìomhachais, 
chan urrainnear an taic seo 
fhaotainn.

Tha mnathan taighe ann an 
Eilean Mhuile a’ faireachdan 
gun bheil an riaghailt ag obair 
an aghaidh an sgeama.

Tha Gillian Cummins, a 
tha ruith L&B air an eilean 
ag ràdh: ‘ Tha sinn airson 
an arrainneachd a dhion 
agus tha ar n-aoighean 
ag aontachadh leinn. 
Nan robh urras deich air 
fhicead sa cheud again 
colatch ri dachaighean 
eile, chuireamaid pannalan 
air a’ mhullach cho luath 
‘s a ghabhas.

‘Thèid an uiread de dh’ 
uisge teth air a bheil sinn 
feumach airson frasan, nighe 
agus nighedearachd am 
meud san t-sàmhradh agus 
saoilidh sinn gun b’ urrainn 
dhuinn an cumhachd seo a’ 
cleachdadh an àite cron a 
dhèaamh air an àrainnechd 
bho teas na h-ola.’

Dh’ aontaich Jim 
Mather, BPE a’ 
chumhachd, turasachd 
agus gniomhaichas ann 
an Earraghàidheal agus 
Bòid coimhead air an t-
suidheachadh.

Thèid iomairt ùr nàiseanta 
gus ceanglaichean a 
dhaigneachadh eadar 
Gàidhlig agus iomain a 
chleachadh ann an sgoiltean 
Gàidhlig an Taoibh Siair.  

Bidh an sgeama ùr, a 
chaidh a chur air bhog ann 
an Inbhir Nis aig Cupa 
MhicTabhais, a’ cleachdadh 
cairtean iomain a thèid a 
sgaoileadh dha sgoiltean 
aig a bheil ionadan Gàidhlig 
air feadh na h-Alba. Chaidh 
na cairtean a thaisbeanadh 
sa chuairt dheireannach 
de Chupa MhicThabhais 
aig bùth obrach airson 15 
òganach bho Bhunsgoil 
Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis. 

Ag obair còmhla riutha 
bha Eoghan Stiùbhart, 
cluicheadar iomain aig ìre 
eadar-nàiseanta. 

‘Tha dlùth-cheangal eadar 
Gàidhlig agus iomain agus 
‘s e a bhith gan cleachdadh 
comhlà na dhòigh gus seo 
a dhaigneachadh, “ ars’ 
Eoghan, a tha na thidsear 
Gàidhlig aig Àrdsgoil Phort 
Rìgh. Thuirt e cuideachd 
gu bheil iomain na dòigh 
eifeagach gus Gaidhlig a 
neartachadh do chloinn 
taobh a-muigh na sgoile. 

‘Tha Gaidhlig agus 
iomain a’ dèanamh ath 
bheòthachadh an-dràsta 
agus tha seo a’ cleachdadh 
a’ phailteis chothromanan a 
tha ri fhaotainn le Gàidhlig 
a-nis,’ arsa Mgr Stiùbhart. 

Tha an sgeama seo na 
chaidreachas eadar Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig agus Comunn 
na Camanachd. Thuirt 
Ceann Suidhe Comunn na 

Iomain agus Gàidhlig san aon sgioba  
Camanachd Donnchadh 
Camshròn, gur b’ e am fàs ann 
am foghlam tro mheadhan 
na Gàidhlig agus iomain a 
thug air na dhà bhuidheann 
co-obrachadh tro leasachadh 
nan cairtean. Thèid an 
cleachdadh le ochd aonadan 
Gàidhlig ann an Glaschu aig 
cuairt dheireannach Cupa 
a’ Chomuinn Cheiltich an 
t-seachdain seo agus an 
uair sin, leis na h-aonadan 
Gàidhlig uile ann an Alba. 

‘Tha na cairtean nan dòigh 
gus ìomaigh a’ cheangail 
làidir eadar iomain agus 
a’ Ghaidhlig a thogail,’ 
thuirt Mgr Camshròn. ‘Tha 
iomain na pàirt de chultar 
na Gàidhlig agus tha iomadh 
bunsgoil Ghàidhlig air sgioba 
iomain a chur ri chèile- ‘s e 
seo dòigh gus an dà chuid a 
tharraing còmhla. 

Dh’ innis Dòmhnall 

leasachaidh aig Bòrd 

na Gàidhlig gun robh e 
cudromach gun tèid iomain 
‘s a’ Ghàidhlig a theagaisg 
còmhla mar inneal gus a’ 
Ghàidhlig a neartachadh sa 
choimhearsnachd mhòir. “Le 
bhith a’ togail air an dàimh 
eadar a’ chànain ‘s an spòrs, 
fàsaidh na dhà còmhla, “ 
thuirt Mgr MacGilleMhaoil 
aig a bheil balach, Innes, 
ann am Bunsgoil Ghàidhlig 
Inbhir Nis.

ealain Ruariadh MacNeacail 
den bheachd gun robh e 
cudromach a bhith an làthair 
aig a’ bhùth obrach seo leis 
gun deach freagarrachd na 
Gàidhlig a dhearbhadh dha 
na balaich òga a ghabh pàirt 
innte.  ‘Tha rud sam bith a 
tha a’ sealltainn Gàidhlig 
air a cleachdadh taobh a-
muigh na sgoile cudromach’ 
thuirt Mgr MacNeacail, a 
bhuaineas dha Staoinebreig 
ann an Uibhist a Deas.

Sgeama
chumachd
sholais a’ 
seachnadh
L ‘s B

Taisbeanadh Walter

Bha Walter san Oban 
gus taisbeanadh co-
obrachail a chur air bhog 
aig cidhe Chaledonian 
Mhic a’ Bhruithainn (Cal 

Riaghlaidh Holyrood Alex 
Feargasdan, manaidsear 
stiùiridh ChalMac Philip 
Preston, QP Ian Hamilton, 
BP Jim Mather agus Seumas 
MacGriogair agus aoighean 
eile.

Tìm an Obain

01631
568000



Argyll’s chefs enjoy 
taste of success
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ARGYLL and its islands without doubt 
have some of the best fresh local produce 
in the whole of Scotland, with the sea on 
the doorstep and the best quality beef and 
lamb from the hillsides.

es, high quality small specialist producers 
and a backyard full of wild pickings and it 
is hardly any wonder that the area is pro-
ducing some of the country’s top chefs.
The Scottish Chef Awards are among 
the most prestigious awards in Scotland 
and attract nominations from all over the 
country.

This year Argyll and the islands had a 
high proportion of chefs shortlisted for 

ity of food being served in the area’s 
restaurants.
No fewer than nine chefs from Argyll 
received accolades at the Scottish Chef 
Awards, with Eric Lionnet of the George 
Hotel in Inveraray gaining a silver award 
for the second year in a row and Michael 
Staniland of Edo Restaurant in Lochgilp-
head receiving a bronze.
Chris Clark of George Hotel was delighted 
with his chef’s second silver award in a 

row in the Gastro Pub chef category.
‘It’s good that we’ve been able to maintain 
the high standard that our customers have 
come to expect,’ he said.
Michael Staniland was ‘pleased and 
surprised’ to win bronze in the Rural Chef 
award and highly commended in the same 
category were Patrick Freytag of Oban’s 
Manor House Hotel and Clare Johnson of 
the Kilberry Inn in Tarbert.
Oban had four chefs shortlisted in the 
Seafood Chef awards and all picked up 
highly commended as did Carolyn McDon-
ald of Café Fish in Tobermory.

Patrick Freytag THE MANOR HOUSE

Eric Lionnet GEORGE HOTEL

Michael Staniland EDO RESTAURANT

Carolyn McDonald CAFÉ FISH

Head chef Patrick Freytag 
and chef Shaun Squire 
direct the Manor House’s 
team of four chefs in 
producing a gourmet menu. 

game, produce and using 
fresh herbs from their gar-
den chefs serve up feasts
for the discerning diner. 

d’hôte dinner consists of a 
choice of exciting courses 
which change daily to cap-
ture the best of the season. 
Fresh local produce is 
always on hand with local 

sters, prawns and delicious 
seafood daily. Scottish beef 
and game are sourced 

locally as with fresh berries 
and herbs.
 The Manor house serves 
freshly baked bread to 
accompany their famous 

Every Thursday is lobster 
night enjoyed in the beauti-
ful intimate dining room- a 
joy not to be missed!
 Lunches are served daily 
in the Bar where you can 

experience good food 
prepared freshly while 
enjoying wonderful views 
across Oban Bay.
Patrick has been head chef 
at the Manor House for 

20 years, he says a good 
team and consistency is all- 
important. The whole team 
are ‘delighted’ to be highly 
commended at the Scottish 
Chef Awards.

The present George Hotel, 
Inveraray, was originally 
two private houses com-
pleted in 1770. They were 
part of a project by the 3rd 
Duke of Argyll, started in 
1744, to build a whole new 
town in Inveraray. This was 

Scotland of a planned town
In 1776 the 5th Duke of 
Argyll ordered that the 

these private houses would 
be made into temporary 
churches for the Gaelic and 
English speaking congre-
gations. These two church-
es are now covered by the 
Public Bar, Front Lounge 
and Church Hall. How the 

times have changed!
In 1860 the two private 
houses were amalgamated 
into the George Hotel by 
the Clark family, in whose 

possession the hotel still 
remains. Generation seven 
now resides in the hotel. 
The present owner, Donald 
Clark, has carefully and 

sensitively restored and 
enhanced the bedrooms, 
restaurants and bars to cre-
ate a unique atmosphere.
The team in the kitchen, 

led by Eric Lionnet, are de-
lighted to be recognised by 
The Scottish Chefs award 
and we are all looking for-
ward to a busy summer.

‘I am therefore I eat.’ It is 

phead’s Edo Restaurant 

to the best of local food in 
relaxed surroundings.
Chef Michael Staniland and 
his wife Sandra opened last 

later, were up for best new 
restaurant in the Scottish 
Chef Awards. 
In fact, Stan has picked up 

most recently the bronze 
prize for Scotland’s best 
rural chef. 
He said: ‘We have got some 
great support from local 

customers and local suppli-
ers.’ He cooks to bring out 
the best in the ingredients: 
‘I don’t mess about with it. I 

keep it as simple as I can.’ 
Working together as a 
husband and wife team 
has been a treat. Michael 

reigns in the kitchen, 

in charge out front and 
relishes making diners feel 

at home. ‘Its lovely when 
people say at the end of 
the meal how much they 
have enjoyed it,’ she said.

SISTERS are doing it for 

is quite delicious.
Four years ago, when 
Café Fish launched in 

restaurants were few and 
far between. But the rise 
of this island café has mir-
rored a resurgence in the 
place of Scottish sea food 
being valued at awards 
ceremonies the length and 
breadth of the country
The small venue, above the 
pier, can seat 55 people if 
the weather is good, and 
if it is chucking it down 36 
people can sit inside to eat 

since it opened for the sea-
son this year on March 11 it 
has been jammed packed 
full every night. 
Why? Because the philoso-

phy of the owners Carolyn 
and Lindsay McDonald, who 
have recently been joined 
by third sister Jane, is simply 
about bringing the best of the 

sea from Lindsay’s partner 
Johnny’s boat - to the table.
It was Carolyn who was 
highly commended at the 
Scottish chef awards - but 

the success of this café is 
based on their boat to plate 
ideology and not about one 
individual.

The essential ingredient THE SUPPLIERS

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

MULL poet Jan Sutch Pickard 
will be attending a world premier 
of her poem All Right It Was An 
Eagle, set to music, during the 
Mendelssohn on Mull Festival on 
Monday June 29. 

The musical work commis-
sioned by Ensemble 1685 from 
Coventry Cathedral, with support 
of the Performing Rights Society 
Foundation, as part of the 200th 
birthday celebrations for Felix 
Mendelssohn.

Ensemble 1685 director, Rich-

ting poem to set to music. 
‘Mendelssohn was inspired by 

the grandeur of the island scenery 
– and this piece celebrates the Isle 
of Mull’s wildlife. 

‘I think the great man would 
have enjoyed it.’

Poet Jan said: ‘All Right, It Was 
An Eagle was written for a Mull 
friend, Brik Halcrow, after a vig-
orous ornithological debate at Ar-
dalanish.’

Entrance to the concert, at Bu-

nessan Baptist Church which 
begins at 7pm, is free. The pro-
gramme also includes a selection 
of part songs, solos and duets by 
Mendelssohn.

All Right, It Was An Eagle 
will also be included in ensem-
ble 1685’s programmes at Glen-
gorm Castle at 2pm on Tuesday 
June 30 and at Salen Church 
Thursday July 2. All the ensem-
ble’s concerts during the festival 
are free. For further informa-
tion please call 07731 388494. 

All right it is a world premier

ONE NORTH Connel 
man’s work to create a 
network of paths around 
the village has been 
acknowledged with a 
sign in his name.

Gillie’s Path was of-

a group of family and 
friends at the start of 

Gilchrist – created at the 
west end of Oban Air-
port more than 10 years 
ago.

a pathway when he and 
his wife Lorna’s dog, 
Talisker, was a puppy, 
cutting back vegetation 
to make the way easier 
and then making the 
side of the path more 

This grew to make 
the path wheelchair and 
push-chair friendly, us-
ing buckets of stone 
chips, creating drainage 
and four smaller paths to 
the shore.

Reinstated
Unfortunately all his 

work was swept away 
three years ago when the 
gorse and bramble bush-
es along the path had 
to be cleared to prevent 

up in front of aircraft 
taking off and landing at 
the airport.

When it became clear 
how much the path 
meant to both Gillie and 
the villagers, who lob-
bied on his behalf via 
Ardchattan Commu-

nity Council, Argyll and 
Bute Council agreed to 
reinstate it.

‘When the airport was 
revamped, all the un-
dergrowth had to go be-
cause of bird strikes and 
birds potentially causing 
accidents.

Partnership
‘When the council 

realised how upset the 
whole village was about 
this, apart from Gillie’s 
hard work, it agreed to 
reinstate the path,’ said 
Councillor Elaine Rob-
ertson,  who also spoke 
up for Gillie and the vil-
lage.

‘I think this has been a 
real partnership between 
the community and the 
council,’ she added.

At a small, informal 
ceremony a sign, ac-
knowledging for all to 
see what the village 
already called Gillie’s 
path, was unveiled by 
Gillie.

Thanking local people 
for their support, Gillie 
said: ‘It is brilliant but 
I don’t need this. The 
more people that use it 
the better; that’s what 
makes it worthwhile for 
me.’

He added a plea for 
people walking their 
dogs along the path to 
tidy up after them.

Gillie has also opened 
up and consolidated a 
number of other paths 
around the village and 
along the shoreline.

Gillie with his dog Talisker at the  new Gillie’s Path sign in North Connel.  07_t26gillie01

An Comunn Gaidhealeach
CRUACHAN BRANCH

SUMMER CEILIDHS
Begin

Thursday 02 July
Taynuilt Village Hall at 8pm
Admsission £3: Members 
& Children (5-16 yrs) £2

MUTH presents: 
“stick it on”

Oban Rugby club, 
Saturday 27th June

Doors 8pm-1am.
We provide the decks, you 
provide the tunes. DJ slots 

still available. Contact: 
muth.productions@yahoo.co.uk

Craig Lodge
(Family House of Prayer)

Dalmally
July Friday 3rd – Sunday 5th

Eddie Stone – well known evangelist 
from Ireland will lead us in a 

weekend of prayer and healing.
All welcome!

For further details call 
01838 200216

or email mail@craiglodge.org

TABLE TOP 
SALE

Saturday June 27th
10am – 1pm

Oban Congregational 
Church Hall

Top of Argyll Street 
(opposite the Harbour)

In aid of Church Funds

Oban 
Shopmobility
Car Boot Sale
Sunday 28th June
Co-Op Car Park 

10- 2pm

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.00

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

Atlantis Ballet 
Medal Test June 13 
Results
Pre-primary
Highly commended: 
Laura Bialecka, Lilijana 
Alexander. Commended 
plus: Lily Childs. 
Primary
Highly commended: Cara 
McCrindle, Alexandra 
Sloan. Commended: 
Erin MacAulay, Danielle 
Denheijer, Katie 
McCorquodale, Claudia 
Barron, Evie Rose Lane. 
Level 2 
Highly commended: 
Shona Elliot. Commended 
plus: Antonina Hamilton. 
Commended: Kate Little, 
Charlotte Lawson, Joshua 
Marlow, Anna Hayward. 
Level 4 
Highly commended: 
Christina Wilkie. 
Commended plus: Beth 
Little, Lauren Lawson. 
Level 6 
Highly commended: 
Jakki Watt. 

Ballet
test

Lucky winners lift Proclaimers’ 
sell-out Oban gig tickets
tickets to see the sell-out Proclaimers concert in the Corran Halls, Oban this 
weekend.

Lucky winners will be treated to a show which will include Charlie and Craig 
Reid’s famous hits Letter for America, 500 Miles, Sunshine on Leith, King of the 
Road and Let’s Get Married.

So dig out your horn rimmed specs, and pull on your corduroy jeans because 

Fleck, Kilmelford; Janice Morton, Oban; Carla Fagervold, Oban and Anne Ed-
wards, Benderloch, to see the show this Saturday, June 27. 

All prize winners have been contacted by The Oban Times.

A GRANT of £5,000 
has helped Oban Youth 

Street premises in a bid 
to attract more young 
people.

The cafe exists to pro-
vide a safe and fun place 
for young people to so-
cialise and has added to 
the activities it has on 
offer.

Having re-opened last 
Monday, the cafe now 
has: Six new computers; 
new furniture; a 32-inch 

the youngsters play an 
X-Box; and a Nintendo 
Wii with a projected 
screen.

Clothworks
Project youth worker 

Lori Hannah said: ‘We 
have around 50 mem-
bers but we needed to do 
more to keep them and 
encourage more young-
sters.

‘We received a grant 
for £5,000 from The 
Clothworks Association 

and we are hoping that 
some of our other appli-
cations come through.

‘We are also planning 
to have a number of trips 
and activities this sum-
mer.’

Cafe staff thanked 
electrician Graham Hill 
and joiner Chris Sumnar 
for their help during the 

sign for providing a new 
cafe sign, which was 
designed by the young 
members.

£5,000 boost for Oban Youth Cafe
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Your local guide to food whatever your mood

ROXYS
• HOME BAKING
• MEALS SERVED 
ALL DAY

• FAIRTRADE 
TEAS & COFFEES

TEL: 01631 570307

GLASGOW SHORT BREAK
FANTASTIC OFFER

Whitehouse Apartments
Attractive apartments in the West End
Sleeping 2 £49.00 P/N per apartment

See our web site for much more
www.whitehouse-apartments.com

0141 339 9375

gigguide
argyll

your essential guide to 
live music in argyll

Every night > Scottish Music Shows
Skipinnish Ceilidh House
from 8pm

Every Thursday > Ceilidh Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House
Starts 10.30pm

Every Friday > Party Fever
Skipinnish Ceilidh House with DJ Fergie
Starts 10.30pm &  live ceilidh band

Every Saturday > “Mixed” -  Club Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House with DJs Mark & Stuart
Starts 11.00pm

Saturday 27 June  > Blues Band
O’Donnells Irish Bar
9pm - midnight

Friday 3 July  > FilthyKinky
O’Donnells Irish Bar
9pm - midnight

Saturday 4 July  > Stick It On
O’Donnells Irish Bar
9pm - midnight

Friday 17 July  > Blair Douglas
Skipinnish Ceilidh House
9pm

Thursday 23 July  > Malcolm Jones
Skipinnish Ceilidh House & Donnie Black
7.30pm

what’son
Mondays > Pilates
Oban Primary Campus 
6.30pm

Various > Art Courses
Airdeny Chalets
Contact Jennifer 01866 822648

Saturday 23 June > Ballet West
Corran Halls Love Central
7.30pm £10 / £7

Saturday 4 July > Glengarry 
Shinty Field, Invergarry Highland Games
1pm - 5pm

Tues 7 & Wed 8 July > Circus Berlin
Lorn Showfi eld, Dunbeg 
Daily 2.30pm & 7pm

www.oban.org.uk the definitive web 
guide to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits 

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

Transformers:Revenge 
of The Fallen
CERT ‘12A’

Michael Bay also returns 
to direct the second 
instalment. The battle for 
Earth has ended but the 
battle for the universe has 
just begun. After returning 
to Cybertron, Starscream 
assumes command of 
the Decepticons, and 
has decided to return to 
Earth with force. The 
Autobots believing that 

out that Megatron’s dead 
body has been stolen 
from the US Military by 
Skorpinox and revives 
him using his own spark. 
Now Megatron is back 
seeking revenge.

Last Chance Harvey
CERT ‘12A’

London-set romantic 

Hoffman and Emma 
Thompson as veteran 
losers in love who decide 
to seize the day before 
arthritis sets in. It’s the 
years of baggage they 
bring while on a day 
out in London that lifts 

other romantic comedies. 
Slightly predictable but  
wonderfully observant and 
beautifully performed.

Age Of Stupid
CERT ‘12A’

This ambitious 
documentary/drama/
animation hybrid stars 
Pete Postlethwaite 
as an archivist in the 

devastated world of 
the future. Asking the 
question: “Why didn’t 
we stop climate change 
when we still had the 
chance?” He looks back 
on footage of real people 
around the world in the 
years leading up to 2015 
before runaway climate 
change took place. 

Religulous
CERT ‘15’

Comedian/talk show host 
Bill Maher’s take on the 
current state of world 
religion. An examination 
of the presence of 
religion in many of the 
big news stories of recent 
years, from Muslim 
riots over cartoons to 
the Ten Commandments 
in front of courthouses, 
a born-again Christian 
in the White House 
and Scientology in the 
birthing room.

The End Of The Line
CERT ‘PG’

Sound the global alarm. 
Scientists predict that if 

current rate, the planet  
will run out of seafood by 
2048 with catastrophic 
consequences. Based 
on the book by Charles 
Clover, this eye opening 

devastating effect that 

health of our oceans. 
With Clover as his guide, 
Sundance veteran Rupert 
Murray criss-crosses the 
globe, examining what 
is causing the dilemma 
and what can be done to 
solve it. 

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th  090 6612 4520
The Mercury and Jupiter tie up can see an ambitious long term plan 

side of this you may come unstuck. This is also a week when you 
need to be acutely aware of the emotional side of relationships. Not 
everyone is as driven as you are, and if you are too full-on you may 
miss a beat. Call me now Aries for your love scope in full…

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521
Look back over what you have achieved in May. Take pride in it and 
be determined to do even better in July. This can be a month when 

happen right away. Patience is one of your best qualities, so for now 
get your head down and work as hard as you possibly can. Rewards 

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522
On one hand you can be keen to kick on with an ambitious plan, 
but either low energy or self doubts may hold you back. Yet, July 
can be one of the most important months of 2009, so focus on tying 
up any loose ends and prepare yourself for bubbly times ahead. If a 
relationship is faltering, you may need to seek formal legal advice to 
settle wrangles. Call your special prediction line for more…

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523
Mercury is gathering pace and this can see a behind the scenes 
plan shape up nicely. Yet a friend can prove to be unreliable, saying 

time are concerned. Not a good week to loan a valuable possession 
or favourite CD or computer game. Unfortunately, you may never 
get it back Cancer. Call for more news and astral advice… 

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524
The Quarter Moon suggests someone can withhold important 
information. Their motives can be linked to holding a power over 
you. This can leave you isolated. In an extreme case a friendship 
can come to an end. But there is usually a reason for such things, 
even if it is hard to see this at the time. The bigger picture will become 
clear in the next week. Call me now for your in-depth forecast…

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd  090 6612 4525

holiday. If you’re not quite sure this is the right trip, wait until the 
week’s end, and then it will get much easier to make up your mind. 
Don’t feel that you can’t say you’re not sure. If you give into peer 
pressure it will only make you unhappy. Lack of funds may also have 

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd  090 6612 4526

childlike or playing the adult - depending on your situation. Perhaps 
if you’ve been on your own for some time you’ll be in the mood to 
kick up your heels and be daring. Just as equally you could be urging 
yourself to behave! Yet if you have the chance to be spontaneous, 
do grab it. Call now for your love scope in full…

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527
With Venus and Mars still bubbling away close together your 
relationship prospects would, on the face of it, seem bright. However, 
their angle to the deceptive and confusing Neptune may be leaving 
you uncertain. With healing planet Chiron also featuring, you may 
be set to go through some profound emotional changes around your 
closest ties. Call now for more news and astral advice…

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st  090 6612 4528
You can be very persuasive this week, but will this see you getting 
others to do your bidding, instead of taking this on yourself? 
Fortunately, a generous link between Mercury and your ruler Jupiter 
gives you a wonderful chance to straighten things out. Socially, a new 
group of friends who have proved attractive recently can suddenly 
seem less cool after all. Call your prediction line for more advice…

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529
A youngster may need a guiding hand. It’s not that you don’t want to 
let them experience life or make their own mistakes, but they may 

a lure to spend cash freely or be really sensible. Which will win out? 

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530
Generally the accent is on being sensible and virtuous. Ok, doesn’t 
sound much fun does it, but a sparkling planetary ray shines 
between Mercury and Jupiter which can see you absolutely wow 
someone with the sheer force of your personality. However, the tug 
of doing the things you know you should be doing can make it hard 
to truly unwind. Call your special prediction line for more…

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531
Your inner equilibrium and calm can be aided through quiet meditation. 
If you’re someone on a spiritual journey, this can be a sweet point 
away along the way. Yet you might need to head off other anxious 
thoughts, which can drift up unhelpfully from the depths. Reassure 
yourself by focusing on the facts. A big ticket item is unlikely to be a 
panacea for worries. Call for more news and advice…

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

Local
Producers

Market
Thursday 2 July

Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO
Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

CINEMA
LISTINGSCinema The Highland Theatre

From Friday 26th June for 7 days

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk for full listings and future presentations

Cert 12A 92min 
SAT & TUE 4.30, 6.30

TRANSFORMERS:
REVENGE OF THE FALLEN

Cert 12A 143min 
DAILY 6.00,8.45    SAT/SUN MAT 12.30, 3.15 
WED/THUR MAT 1.45

Cert 12A 93min 
DAILY 8.30 FRI, MON, TUE 4.00 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2.00

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk

AGE 0F 
STUPID

LAST CHANCE 
HARVEY

From Friday 3rd July
PUBLIC ENEMIES - 15

Cert PG 92min 
PREVIEWS WED & THUR 2.00, 4.00

RELIGULOUS Cert 15 101min 
SUN & WED 4.30, 6.30

Cert PG 86min 
FRI, MON, THUR 4.30, 6.30

ICE AGE III

THE END OF 
THE LINE

E

Phone
BOX OFFICE

for details

Glengarry Highland Games
Shinty Field, Invergarry

Saturday 4th of July 1pm - 5pm 
(dancing starts at 11am)

Heavy, Track and Field events, Lochaber pipe 

Band, Highland Dancing and a Pet Dog Show 

plus other stalls and attractions.

Adult £4.00 OAP £1.50 Child 50p

FREE PARKING 

01809 511260

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

Duke
Duke is Black Labrador neutered dog. 

Very friendly and full of bounce and 
needing a new home.

Phone Jean on 01631 566406 after 8pm
aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com

http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 
Reg. charity SCO13211

PILATES
(Strengthens and tones tummy, 

back, hips, thighs and chest)

OBAN PRIMARY 
CAMPUS

Mondays 6.30pm
SUMMER SPECIAL

7 wks for £25
or drop in for £5

AFTER 35 years of nurturing, tutoring, 
encouraging and conducting pupils of all 
ages in musical instruments of all kinds, 
Oban instrument teacher David Mason is 
packing up his baton.

David, originally from Dunstaffnage, 

in Argyll and as well as teaching at Oban 
High School, has taught pupils at Park and 

Dalmally primary schools, introducing 
youngsters to the delights of woodwind, 
brass and percussion.

He learned his craft at the Royal Military 
School of Music in London and played 
with the Royal Signals Band for six years.

Although his chosen instruments were 

the clarinet and string base, he had to learn 
to play all manner of instruments while at 
Knellar Hall.

Barcelona 

training college before returning to Oban.
He said he had enjoyed his time teaching 

in North Argyll immensely.
‘Especially in the last seven-eight years; 

since Morven McKerrell [principal teacher 
of music] came it has been excellent. She 
has made everything so much easier,’ he 
said.

He has been away on several musical 
trips with pupils, including Germany and 
Barcelona, and hopes to join the pupils 

again on their next trip to Barcelona.
In a tribute to him the school organised 

a summer concert with a programme of 
music including his protégés in the wind 
band, the junior string group, Oban High 
School Choir, Oban High School Pipe 
Band and many more.

‘Dave has been an inspiration to many 
pupils and has been a catalyst for promising 
young musicians going on to study music 
at university,’ said the school.

‘Dave is a wonderful teacher who, in our 
eyes, will be irreplaceable but he leaves 
behind a legacy that we hope will continue 
to thrive in the music department of Oban 
High School and his associated primary 
schools.’

David Mason with Oban High School Wind Band at the summer concert in his honour. 16_t26david01

Musician to hang up his baton

LIBRARIES across 
Argyll and Bute are 
gearing up to welcome 
children to the Summer 
Reading Challenge.

Created and run by 
The Reading Agency, an 
independent charity, the 
aim is to inspire more 
children to read.

C o u n c i l - r u n 
swimming pools in 
Dunoon, Helensburgh 
and Campbeltown are 
adding an incentive of 
free swimming sessions 
for those who start the 
challenge – and those 

Atlantis Leisure will 
give a voucher to those 

The challenge is to 

read six or more books 
of their choice during the 
summer holiday, with 
rewards and incentives, 

medal for each child that 
completes it.

More than 300 children 
in Argyll and Bute took 
up the challenge last 
summer.

Alongside the 
challenge will run the 
Quest Seekers’, where 
Cadmus the gatekeeper 
challenges young readers 
to bring back a golden 
book and complete three 
stages of a quest.

It will include an 
interactive Quest Seekers 
website launched in mid-
June.

Welcome to the 
Summer Reading 
Challenge

ELEVEN exchange 
students from Laurinburg 
High School in North 
Carolina have arrived 
in Oban for a two-week 
stay with their hosts at 
Oban High School.

Some of the students 
have never been out 
of the States and, for 

weekend of glorious 
Argyll weather and some 
relaxing time getting to 
know their hosts it was 
down to business on 
Monday morning.

After a welcome talk 
from senior deputy 
head John MacPherson, 
the youngsters were 
treated to some samples 
of traditional Scottish 
breakfast fare – black 
pudding and haggis – in 
the school canteen.

Chaperon Nancy 

grade primary teacher 
in Scotland County 
back in North Carolina, 
and her husband Bo 
have accompanied the 
students to Scotland and 

Will Collins of Lau-
rinburg High School 
is persuaded to taste 

by chaperon Nancy 
Butler – a big achieve-
ment considering he is 

vegetarian! 07_t25will01

it is only Nancy’s fourth 
time out of the States 
– each time to Oban on 
the exchange.

Will Collins, who 
is staying with high 
school dux Angus Scott, 
was delighted to be in 

away from the USA.
‘I have never gone 

further than the three 

States surrounding North 
Carolina,’ he said.

‘It is very pretty here; 
very like the scenery in 
Harry Potter and Lord of 
the Rings.’

The journey to 
Scotland was not without 
its hiccups after the 

off from the US and 
meant the group missed 

Scotland from London.
But now the group has 

two weeks’ of events 
to look forward to, 
including a trip to Skye 
for two days this week 
where everyone will be 
introduced to the Gaelic 
language and ceilidh 
dancing.

Other events include 
visiting primary schools, 
sailing, barbecues, 
a trip to Glasgow, a 
presentation to S5 on the 
exchange programme 
and what it means to 
the students, a trip to 
Inveraray and Kilmartin 

ceilidh in Oban’s rugby 
clubhouse.

North Carolina students 
arrive in Oban for   
inter-school exchange
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WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

PRESS POLICY

Glasgow Letter

The Oban Times
& West Highland Times

12 LETTERS

Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

Masters and 
apprentices
ALTHOUGH local 
associations are mostly 
enjoying a summer break, 
there was no shortage of 
traditional music during the 
past week in the city. 

On consecutive evenings it 
was the ‘End of Tour’ concert 
for third year students at the 
Royal Scottish Academy of 
Music and Drama and, in St 
Andrew’s in the Square at 
the Star Folk Club, Session 
A9 played its 18th concert 
on its tour of 20 locations. 

An interesting aspect of the 
traditional course concerts 
is the mix of instruments 
and this year’s group had a 
majority of pipers. Indeed, 
most of The New Tradition 
group are part of the course. 

at the start of the second half 
was a particular highlight of 
the evening. For the rest of 
the concert the class divided 
into two groups and the 
variety of items included 
Gaelic and Scot’s songs, 

guitar, whistles,  accordion, 

The composition of the class 
highlighted the reputation 
of the traditional course at 
the academy as it included 
students from Melbourne, 
Vancouver Island and 
Vermont, USA. 

As ever the students 
performed to the expected 
high standard and they even 
encouraged their guest for 
the evening, Paul McKenna, 
to sing. 

From the students at the 
start of their musical careers 
it was the turn of Session 
A9 to thrill the Star Club 
audience. This was a concert 
full of great musicianship and 
one could only marvel as to 
how they managed to be so 
together despite the fact that 
most of them belong to other 
bands as well as Session A9. 

Throughout the tour they 
had Irish button box player 
Dairie Mulhearn on stage 

superbly. 
It was interesting to attend 

two similar concerts so close 
together and inevitably this 
led to comparisons being 
made.

Everyone on stage were top 
class musicians but Session 
A9 showed themselves to 
be the masters of stagecraft. 
Their rapport with the 
audience was as important 
to them as their instrument 
playing while the students, 
who understandably don’t 
have the advantage of years 
of experience, perhaps 
portrayed to those watching 
that this was the end of a 
tiring tour at the end of a 
hard year of studies. 

Live at the 
Star Club
AFTER last week’s very 
successful Session A9 
concert it is the turn of well 
known singer Andy Irvine 
this evening (Thursday). 

Next week it is Jeana 
Leslie and Siobhan Miller, 
winner of Radio 2 Young 
Folk Award 2007, who have 

CD ‘In a Bleeze’.
Concerts start at 8pm in St 

Andrew’s in the Square.

Shinty
reminder
THE PLAYING action at 
Old Anniesland will start 
at 12.30pm when Oban 
Camanachd play Strachur in 

Cup for under 17s. 
The Celtic Cup Final will be 

between Oban Camanachd 
and Inveraray and activities 
throughout the afternoon 
will include a Gaelic Sports 
Festival with children from 
local Gaelic Medium Units. 

At 11am there will be a 
workshop for youth shinty 
coaches to discuss and 
witness how young players 
can accelerate the acquisition 
of sound techniques. 

Summer
piping schools
THE NATIONAL Piping 
Centre has three schools this 
summer as follows: School 1 
- June 29 to July 3; School 
2 - July 20 to July 24 and 
School 3 - July 27 to July 
31.

Pupils, adults and juveniles 
of any standard will be 
taught in small groups, with 
some individual lessons, on 
all aspects of performance 
on the Highland bagpipe. 

To sign up online go to 
www.thepipingcentre.co.uk 
or telephone 0141 353 0220. 

At the College of Piping 
summer classes will run 
weekly from Monday June 
29 to Friday August 14. 
Again all levels and age 
groups are catered for. 

To book or for further 
information telephone 0141 
334 3587 or e-mail college@
college-of-piping.co.uk.

Piping Times 
Trophy
THE TROPHY has now 

stages.
Both events will be held 

in the College of Piping at 
7.30pm.

on Friday July 3 between 
Dougie Murray and John 
Mulhearn. On Friday July 
17 it will be John Patrick v 
Niall Stewart.

Diary dates
Thursday June 25: Star 
Folk Club, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm - see 
above.
Saturday June 27: Glasgow 
Celtic Society Shinty Cup 
Final - see above. Clann 
Gaidhlig ceilidh dance, 
Bishopton Community 
Centre, 7.30pm, with Archie 
Duncan’s Band. 
Thursday July 2: Star Folk 
Club, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, with Jeana 
Leslie and Siobhan Miller - 
see above.
Friday July 3: Piping Times 
Trophy - see above.

Pub scene
THE JOLLY Beggars will 
play in the Islay Inn on 
Friday with Eriskay Lilt on 
Saturday while in the Park 
Bar it will be Ballochmyle 
on Friday, Monach Isles 
on Saturday and Monster’s 
Ceilidh Band on Sunday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

With the Wimbledon 
Tennis Championships 

starting earlier this 
week, Jean Darling of 

Cruachan Crescent, Oban, 
thought she would send 

photograph, which 
shows the late Eaughan 
McFarlane of 1 Croft 

Avenue, Oban, with fomer 
professional British tennis 

player David Lloyd.
The photograph was taken  

at the West Highland 
Tennis Championships 

held in Oban in September 
1971. Eaughan won 

many cups and was one 
of the founder members 

of Oban Tennis Club. 
His late mother, Marian 
McFarlane, donated a 
cup in his memory. We 

would like readers to send 

and photographs of The
Oban Times being read in 

send prints to The Oban 
Times

email editor@obantimes.

must be accompanied 
by a caption, name, 

address and telephone 
number. Anyone wishing 

their prints returned 
must supply a stamped 

addressed envelope.

Top tennis players in Oban - 1971

Trouble
for
Homecoming
AS THE high point of the 
year of Homecoming looms 
next month, an increasing 
number of Scots at home 
and abroad are asking is it, 
as one prominent clan chief 
said to me, nothing but a 
money-making venture for 
VisitScotland? 

Although he will be present 
at the Clan Gathering in 
Edinburgh as he doesn’t 
want to upset members of 
the clan who have travelled 
thousands of miles to attend, 
there will be no special 
celebrations at the ancestral 
pile although members of 
the extended family will be 
made welcome if they call. 

One thing that sticks in the 
chief’s craw is the cost of 
the absurd ‘passport’ that is 
necessary to take part in the 
march down the Royal Mile. 

Those who still want to 
go to this badly organised, 
under-funded ‘event’ can 
walk on the pavement in 
step with the procession 
and experience the plastic 
‘euphoria’.

Many of the clans who 
will be there are about 
as enthusiastic about the 
gathering as they would be 
about cold porrige served 
with sour buttermilk.

Discussing money is said 
not to be done in polite 
society but as it is already 
being declared a money-
making ramp it is only fair 
to point out that neither 
the Scottish government or 
VisitScotland have put up 
any money to help those 
clans taking part. 

They have to pay for 
their pitch, the hire of their 
marquee, ‘passports’ for all 
who are on the stands and, 
of course, hospitality for the 
clansfolk who visit them. 

In addition to those who 
know which clan they are 
members of, there are those 
who are seeking information 
as to which clan they may 
be a sept of, which is their 
tartan and, if there isn’t one 
which of the made-up tartans 
they may wear. 

And there’s a new topic 
this year: ‘What’s the effect 
of Sir Jamie McGrigor’s 
Registration of Tartan Act?’

Isn’t it strange that there 
is a recognised policy to 
try to downgrade the kitch 
image of haggis, tartan, 
whisky and shortbread and 
create a modern, dynamic 
21st century image when 
the former is what the vast 
majority of those coming 
to Scotland want to see and 
experience?

‘Homecoming
- a dirty
word’
SURELY not, I hear you 
cry. 

Well, it is and especially 
with the immigration 
services.

A major row is brewing 
between these enforcers of the 
law, the Scottish government 
which has no part in whether 
American Scots are trying to 

volunteer worker category of 
the points based immigration 
system introduced on 27 
November 2008’.

Yes, I know that’s a 

mouthful but an explanation 
will be forthcoming in 
the last paragraph of this 
week’s McCaig, and those 
who enforce the ‘reserved 
powers’ under the Scotland 
Act.

Let me try to dispel some 
of the mystery about what 
I’m getting at. 

Last week, a young lady 
came to Scotland to do 
voluntary work for the clans 
MacDougall and MacCallum 
at Dunollie and on Lismore. 

hope she won’t be the last. 
This is nothing new but 
has been going on without 
any hassle for a number of 
years.

But on this occasion the 
young lady was asked why 
she was visiting Scotland. 
In all innocence she said that 
she was a volunteer to help 
with the Homecoming at 
Oban and on Lismore. Then 
she found out that under the 
new rules that came into 
being last November she 
should have had a work 
permit.

The Immigration Service 
logic is thus: volunteers are 
doing a job, that implies 
that they should be paid, 
therefore they are depriving 
a British citizen of a job. 
Volunteering is a dirty word 
as far as the Immigration 
Service is concerned.

Mind you, that’s the fault of 
both governments in Britain 
- Edinburgh and Westminster 
- as they were quick enough 
to get an exemption for all 
overseas ‘workers’ taking 
part in the Edinburgh 
International Festival. 

But the Scottish 
government, promotors of 
the Year of Homecoming, 
didn’t bother to obtain 
the same deal for the 
‘volunteers’ coming to it. 
And failure to understand 
the implications of what this 

category’ has meant and 
will continue to mean is that 
young Americans coming to 
Scotland to play their pipes 

be deported before their feet 
touch the ground. 

However, the American 
Embassy in London has 

cause. Surely, we cannot 
be so stupid as to allow 
this immigration service 
nonsense.

Nor can we tolerate certain 
members of the Scottish 
government trying to interfere 
with the MPs rightful task in 
dealing with the immigration 
minister, reminding him of 
that ‘special relationship’ we 
want to have with the USA.

Getting
the facts!
THE FULL text of Alan 
Reid’s question mentioned 
earlier is: ‘How many people, 
broken down by nationality, 
have been refused entry to 
the UK at ports and airports 
on the grounds that they 
intend to carry out voluntary 
work during their stay since 

category of the points-based 
immigration system was 
introduced on 27 November, 
2008?

Village       
litter a 
disgrace
Sir,
Having enjoyed short breaks 
in both Mallaig and Tarbert, 
Loch Fyne, this spring, I 

of litter strewn around these 
villages.

There were some litter 
bins but they were all 

Why does the council not 

and plan accordingly? Or are 
tourists a nuisance?

In Scotland we have very 
highly paid senior local 

must grasp the nettle and 
solve the problem or seek 
alternative employment.

In the United States many 
of these functions are 
driven by local chambers of 
commerce and this appears to 
work. They also encourage a 
greater degree of civic pride. 
Regular cutting of roadside 
verges gives a much more 
cared for appearance. 
Friendly harbour board 
notices, welcoming users, 
are so much more friendly 
than a list of draconian rules. 
In this year of Homecoming, 
maybe a friendlier attitude 
has to be portrayed.
Colin C Maclean, Hillpark 
Avenue, Edinburgh.

Phase out 
old Oban 
High School
uniform
Sir,
It is with great disdain and 
disappointment that I have 
been following the saga of 
the change to Oban High 
School’s uniform. 

There is an easy solution 

this change will bring about 
in this time of economic 
crisis.

The school should follow 
the example of St Columba’s 
Primary School, Oban, and 
phase out the present uniform 

over a few years, thus 
enabling parents to make full 
use of the uniforms they have 
already bought, helping and 
not encouraging prejudice 
to those on a lower income 
that cannot and do not wish 
to have to replace perfectly 
serviceable clothes.

In looking at Oban High 
School’s past records of 

school to attain the Eco 

if insisting on a total ban on 
the present uniform, you are 
looking at wasting at least 
2,000 school sweatshirts, 
2,000 polo shirts, 2,000 
hoodies not to mention the 

by any eco friendly standard, 
is not acceptable and I would 
encourage parents and any 
responsible adult or child 
to stand up and say ‘no’ 
to the way the school has 
implemented this idea.

We as parents, grandparents 
and children of the future 
need to assure that such waste 
is not supported and we can 
make a stand by insisting 
that the school phases out the 
present uniform and in doing 
so will be keeping Oban 
High School a prestigious, 
eco-friendly school and not 
bringing about shame to 
Oban High School.
Mary Strang and Rosalyn 
Anderson, Dunbeg. 

Sad loss of Mull 
history
Sir,
It is sad to see that an excellent 
example of a corn kiln has 
been lost in the course of 
building development.

Some years ago several 
ruins from part of Croig’s 
past also ended up as a pile 
of stones overnight – another 
sad loss of part of Mull’s 
history. 

Let us hope that all 
developers on the island 
will properly look for 
evidence of the past on land 
on which they plan to build 
and so avoid destroying our 
inheritance.

Many structures have not 

hence the setting up of 

Scotland’s Rural Past by 
the Royal Commission on 
the Ancient and Historic 
Monuments of Scotland. 
These archaeologists are 
teaching volunteers around 
Scotland how to investigate 
undocumented and unknown 
ruined structures in their 
locality. 

Mull Historical and 
Archaeological Society, 
Mull Museum, North West 
Mull Community Woodland 
Company and Ross of Mull 
Historical Centre are all 
involved with this scheme. 

If anyone knows of an un-

site, whether or not they are 
developers, we would be 
happy to know about it and 
help to survey and document 
it.

If anyone would like to 
learn how to archive and 
survey structures of the past, 
please let us know and further 
courses can be arranged or 
just join us in our surveying 
work. Please contact me at 
the address below.

Croig, by Dervaig, Isle of 

Blind spot 
danger on
Coll roads
Sir,
The letter ‘No roads on 
Coll’ is a cynical set 
of observations by a 
metropolitan commentator 
more used to the pace of 
busy motorways in the rest 
of the United Kingdom. 

Coll owes its charms to 
the slow life, its beauty 

the culture of a small rural 
community of 200. No 
wonder the road network is 
modest, but it does include 
one dedicated roadman. 

Your commentator fails 
to observe the dangers of 
the many blind corners on 
the single track network. In 
just the seven miles linking 
Sorisdale in the East End to 
the capital Arinagour, there 
are no less than 18 blind spot 
corners. Every year there are 
accidents. I have experienced 
six near misses in one day 
alone on these corners, such 
is the popularity of Coll this 
summer. 

We need ‘sleeping 

on the blind spots, at very 
modest cost, to bring safety 
to the network and curb 
the pace of metropolitan 
drivers.

Then we could all 
appreciate the sounds of 
calling corncrakes, the 
bleat of lambs, the sight of 

the charms of rural, rugged 
Coll and give thanks for 
the generous funding Coll 
has received  for roll-on 
roll-off ferries, electricity, 
broadband  facilities, an 
NHS doctor and nurse and 

Robert Erskine, Isle of 
Coll.

Macaulay
Shinty Sixes 
success
Sir,
Congratulations to the 
Macaulay Association on 
another splendid event at 

A total of 112 competitive 
games of shinty played by 44 
teams over the day, on four 
side by side pitches and run 

the Macaulay Association 
produces every year, makes 
it a pleasure for everyone 
participating.

This year, as usual, 
there was the full range of 
excitement, despair, drama 
and jubilation and as sponsors 
we congratulate everyone for 
an excellent occasion which 
we are delighted to support.

Cautious
welcome
to Gurkhas 
plan
Sir,
Brigadier John MacFarlane 
should be applauded for his 
concern for Gurkha soldiers’ 
welfare.

Sadly, however well 
intentioned, a degree of 
caution may be required for 
fear that past experience 
may be repeated. 

A similar and equally well 
meaning venture was made 
by a British Army Gurkha 

escapes me, who returned to 
his estate at Ardura, between 
Lochbuie and Craignure on 
Mull, after the 1939/45 war 
followed, at his invitation 
and with his generous 
support, by a number of his 
Gurkha troops.

Sadly, despite his efforts, it 
was a failure. 

Many things have changed 

Gurkhas would now be made 
welcome, as most certainly 
they deserve. 

Such perhaps was not the 
case 50 odd years ago and 
whereas some things may 
have changed, climate and 
terrain has not.Good luck to 
them.
Richard Marples, Cum-
bria.

AS far back as 2004, Oban Community Council voiced its 
doubts about the location of Oban Joint Primary Campus.

It pointed out that children from Pulpit Hill and Gallanach 

new campus in the south end of the town.
Meanwhile pupils bussed from the north of the town to 

the campus would be passing buses taking children from 
the Soroba area in the south to Park Primary School in 
Dunollie.

Argyll and Bute Council was asked whether or not it would 
be considering changing the catchment areas when the new 
school opened. No, was the answer.

But it seems that two years after the school’s opening 
commonsense and parent power may prevail. Or perhaps 
it is a sign of the economic and environmental times? After 

walking radius to primary schools, the fewer buses that will 
be needed and the less it will cost the council. And let us not 

snarl ups at either side of the school bells.
Time and a public consultation will tell.

Hopefully commonsense
will prevail with schools
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Those Were The Days

MyVillage
Ardvasar

New Mull railway 
unveiled
MULL’S privately-owned railway 

Line, said that in the past efforts to 

Oban library stays put 
for the present

they are until there is an upturn in the 

will stay in the Corran Halls until the 

Skye introduces new 
licensing system

Were you born in Ard-
vasar, Carol, or if not, 
how long have you lived 
there?

tions in the north and we 

What does Ardvasar 
offer that other places 
can’t?

   Two years after we 
arrived our shop went 

SLEAT, Skye’s south-westernmost peninsula, 
still maintains the age-old Highlands and islands 

tradition of ascribing a nickname to its
 inhabitants connected to their pastimes or 

occupation – often whether they want it or not.
So it should have come as no surprise to

 Ardvasar Stores owner Carol Currie that after 
years of baking assorted wedding cakes and 

 affection for her confection to became known 
as ‘Carol Cake’. It’s a term of endearment born 

out of Carol’s decades of happy life in this
 growing Skye community, which rallied to her 
aid when disaster struck her business shortly 
after she and her family moved to Sleat from
 Knightswood, Glasgow. Here, she tells Oban 
Times reporter Stephen Norris why, for her,

 Ardvasar is such a special place.

We were totally devas-

step in pots and pans, 

pened and were at a total 
loss what to do, yet those 
people felt we should eat 

stant tears at what people 

that people did for us at 

would not leave here for 

Tell us something of 
Ardvasar’s history if 
you can?

Visitors get the the message that Sleat is ‘The 
Garden of Skye’. 10_f26sleat

 Carol Currie at her home overlooking the beautiful Ardvasar Bay. 10 _f26carol

 Looking towards a bright future for Sleat: Carol outside her shop. 10_f26carol02

Have you a favourite 
place in Ardvasar?
  

There’s a heron that 

spot every day, and you 

over there?’
What’s your favourite 
time of year in this part 
of Skye?

Centre also have a lot of 

Any famous people that 
you know of from Ard-
vasar?

What are the main 
challenges facing Ard-
vasar?
  
worries is that there is 

to do it in a sensitive 

What have been the 
main changes in Ard-
vasar in recent years?

very few houses on the 

they are everywhere, it’s 

into the area and the 

Who are the main em-
ployers here that keep 
the local economy go-
ing?

Castle Gardens and Mu-

into the area in a differ-

Are you confident Ar-
dvasar has a bright fu-
ture?

– we have the owner of 
a shop at the pier who 

Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

Last
week’s 

solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

D
1

F
2

A
3

S
4

V
5

A
6

B
7

EREFTH
8

AIRDO

DLHAOO

A
9

UNTL
10

IFELONG

CETAI

U
11

TIL
12

ITYA
13

BYSM

AEH
14

L

S
15

M
16

OTEE
17

ASEOF
18

F

AEA
19

LE

C
20

RANEFLYT
21

ELL

SETAII

C
22

HASTER
23

EFINE

YSRDFE

Across
7 Forlorn (6)
8 Bob or beehive 

(6)
9 My brother's 

mother's sister 
(4)

10 Unending (8)
11 A public service 

(7)
13 Immeasurable

space (5)
15 Whacked years 

ago (5)
17 More gently 

please! (4,3)
(4,3)

20 Bird in the air 
sees an insect 
(5,3) (5,3)

21 Report (4)
22 Pure (6)
23 Polish (6)

Down
1 Take off (6)
2 Experienced

cloth (4)
3 One who trains 

in movement. (7)
4 Passage of mine 

(5)
5 Capable of being 

broken (8)
6 A very

handsome young 
man (6)

12 Prolongation (8)
14 A hoisting line 

(7)
16 Boggy (6)
18 Stealthy type of 

creature (6)

19 Subsequential
(5)

21 Spat (4)

ARDVASAR
STORE
Mon – Fri 

9.30 – 1pm
2.30 – 6pm

Sat 9.30 – 1pm

VILLAGE STORE
Groceries, Calor 
gas, Fresh Beef 
and Lamb from 
Armadale farm.

01471 844 214

THE SHED
Armadale Pier

9.30 - 6.30 (summer)

Specialise in Seafood
Local fresh green herbs, 
Vegetarian dishes, Soft 

Italian Ice cream, Coffee, 
outside seating on the 

decking with beautiful views.

01471 844 222

Homeleigh
B&B

in the village of Ardvasar.
We offer you the comforts of home 

with traditional Scottish fare, or 
Continental breakfasts. 

We are just one mile from the 
Armadale ferry port to Mallaig 
and those travelling on foot will 
be offered a collection/delivery 

service to the ferry.

01471 844752 
enquiries@homeleigh-skye.co.uk

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig

Ionad Nàiseanta Cànan is Cultar na Gàidhlig

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig is the National Centre of 
Gaelic Language and Culture located  on the Isle 
of Skye and only 2 miles from Ardvasar.
We offer week long short courses throughout 
the summer in Gaelic, traditional music and the 
arts, in addition to our varied degree program 
and on-line courses.
Phone 01471 888000 or visit 
www.smo.uhi.ac.uk to find out more. 

Ardvasar Hotel
Isle of Skye
where tranquility & pleasure meet....

For reservations call 01471 844223 

Renowned for genuinely friendly 
informal service.
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‘LIVING like a pig’ is a phrase often used to describe 
deplorable living standards.

But the free-range Tamworth-cross pigs on Ailstair 
Colthart’s croft, at Kinlochlaich, Appin, seem to live 
in comparative luxury, compared to their cooped-up 
cousins elsewhere in the country, and generally have 
the run of the croft.

This approach to pig farming has allowed Alasdair 
to gross an extra income, when he is not selling his 
cattle or sheep, and has forced him to explore an-
other side of croft management.

A third generation Appin farmer, Alasdair is keen to 
see crofters diversify in order to survive and welcomes 
crofting links to tourism and self-catering, as well as 
food production.

Starting out with a few pigs, which he bought in 
Seil, Alasdair intended to produce enough pork for 
friends and relatives. 

But breaking from his usual farming practice brought 

fying into pig farming is one way of doing it,’  he said.
‘I don’t want to be so dependent on what I sell at 

the store market in the autumn.

had to learn the hard way. 
‘I got them in to clear some of the bracken and it 

developed from there. 

‘I was then able to supply directly to customers 
– cutting out the middle man – and the customers 
were able to see where their pork was coming from 
and could tell me what they wanted.

‘You have get the pigs fat enough to sell or slaugh-

is the optimum time and weight to sell or slaughter but 
that takes a lot of supplementary feed.

‘The nature of free-range farming means they use 
up a lot of energy on the hill so it can be expensive to 
fatten them up.’

But despite the higher expenditure involved, Alas-

He explained: ‘Under normal circumstances the 
farmer or crofter doesn’t deal directly with the butch-
er or the customer but I was at the stage where the 
butcher would tell me if the pigs were too fat or too 
lean and I was able to alter the way I did things. 

‘That’s the advantage with pigs. Granted, you have 

(bring them to a suitable size for slaughter) yourself 
and that way you can maintain direct contact with the 
customers.

on the hill for an extra summer, meaning you lose out 

Cruinn Foods
LOCAL BLACKFACE LAMB AND MUTTON

Born, reared and finished in Argyll
Can be dispatched in insulated boxes for next 

day delivery or visit us at 
Creag a Mhadaidh 

Achnamara, Lochgilphead, Argyll

Ring: 01546 850241
Or Email caroline@jeromsons.freeserve.co.uk

HIE – a helping hand for crofting communities

Crofting is at the heart of many communities across the 
Highlands and Islands.

Crofting communities make a vital contribution to our culture 
– and play an important role in our economy too. 

Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) has always recognised the 
value of helping communities become stronger. We’ve enabled 
communities to invest in land and buildings, acquire new skills 

and knowledge, and access information to combat weaknesses 
and develop strengths.

Now we’re going even further.

With new powers to develop crofting communities, HIE aims to 
help local people help themselves by working together to plan a 

long-term and sustainable future.

We’re talking to crofters themselves about how crofting can 
contribute to a whole community’s prosperity. 

We’re running programmes to help crofters develop new skills.

And we’re developing the potential of crofting to contribute to key 
sectors, like tourism, food and drink.

Email info@hient.co.uk
HIE can help your community.

Kenny Reive
Dry Stone Dyking

• Boundary walls   • Dry stone fanks
• Repairs and new build 

• Garden walls and features

Kenny Reive
Gortonronach, Lochgair
Lochgilphead, Argyll
PA31 8SB Tel: 01546 886353

www.thedrystonecompany.co.uk
Email: Enquiry@thedrystonecompany.co.uk

Kinlochlaich Free Range Pork
Available to order mid July  

Also at LORN 
local producers 

market,
Benderloch on 
the 16th July

Tel: 07771 588688/01631 730528
Email: Alasdair@kinlochlaich.plus.com

may be looking to the remote parts 
of the Scottish west Highlands and 
islands as a way of sidestepping 
the rat race.

However, one Jura woman, who 
made the transition from city career 
woman to crofter, says the percep-
tion is not the reality.

Deborah Bryce has no regrets after 

her partner, Martin Boyle, a native 
of Jura. She left behind her Pais-

production manager on Homes and 
Interiors Scotland magazine.

But the transition was admittedly a 
‘culture shock’ for Deborah, who 
has learnt that life on the croft is not 
the easy option, although it is chal-
lenging and interesting one.

‘I know some people are attracted 
by the fairytales about living in a 
remote place. I haven’t lived here 
that long but I have heard of people 
who have come and gone because 
it was not the lifestyle they thought 
it would be.

‘There is a misconception that you 
can move to an island, get a nice 

life – but sometimes I get more 
stressed on the croft than I ever did 
in the city.

‘It was a big decision for me to 
leave Glasgow, where I had ‘the 

opportunity to make a life together 
on Jura.

‘My friends in the city laughed when 
I told them what I was going to do 
and they said I would be bored.

‘But the irony is that I’m too busy 
working to even keep in contact 
with them that much.

‘A couple of them have been over 
to stay but said they couldn’t live 
here. One of them missed going 
shopping and the other was put off 

by how dark it was! ‘The crofting life 
is not for everyone and you have to 
be happy with your own company.’ 

For Deborah, however, the crofting 
lifestyle on a remote island is very 
much the ideal.

‘I was always told that if you survive 

good start – and I did.

‘Everyone on the island knows each 
other, which gives you a sense of 
being looked after, and that is quite 
comforting.

‘Although there is no way we could 
survive on the income from the croft 
alone, it does give you the potential 
to work from home.’

Deborah and Martin, who live at 
Ardnamara croft, were one of six 
couples at the Knockrome town-
ship to recently take advantage of 
the Young Croft Entrance Scheme, 
whereby crofts can be sub-divided 
to create smaller crofts for new 
tenants.

The couple are now heavily involved 

Martin has established a plant and 
contracting business and Deborah 

munity development.

‘Martin’s mother, Maggie, sub-divid-
ed her croft to allow us to start our 
new life on Jura. If it hadn’t been for 
that, we wouldn’t have been able to 
move here because of the lack of 
affordable housing,’ said Deborah.

 ‘Our croft is too small to have 
animals but as part of our three-
year development plan we plan to 
have a polytunnel to grow our own 
herbs.’

Jura has seen something of a 
‘crofting boom’ in the past few 

crofts and six new crofts have been 

sustain the native population.

cember.
‘Pigs grow more quickly, so you don’t have to keep 

Alasdair concedes that unless your operation is 

feed and the cost of taking a small animal across to 
the Mull slaughterhouse, near Salen, soon adds up.

‘In small numbers it is more of a hobby and what 
you don’t eat, you can sell locally in small batches,’ 
said Alasdair. That can compensate for the times of 
year when you aren’t selling lambs, etc.

‘By trying to make my croft more viable I have learnt 
a lot about marketing and dealing with the customer.

‘It has made me think differently about how I pro-
duce my animals.

‘It has been a lot of work and hasn’t made me a lot 
of money but it has kept the family well supplied and 
has educated me a lot.

‘I think crofting has to rethink things in order to sur-
vive. Think of the number of producers and the many 
bed and breakfasts and hotels that could be supplied 

The foot and mouth outbreak dictated that his pigs 
could not leave the farm and the pigs’ rapid weight 
gain became a curse, rather than a blessing. By the 
time the foot and mouth restrictions were lifted, too 

Since then, Alasdair has scaled down his pig farm 
and other pig farmers in Argyll have become useful 

co-op.
He is also involved in the North Argyll based Local 

Origins Rural Network (LORN), which showcases pri-
mary producers in the area. 

own, says Alasdair. 
‘Some of the hotels in the area do want free-range 

pigs but if they put ‘Kinlochlaich pork’ on their menu 
you have to supply as much as they ask for. Some-
times, for a small-scale operation, that is not possi-
ble.’

Just as Alasdair expects crofters to move with the 
times, he believes shoppers can help them by chang-
ing their views of food producers.

‘At farmers markets, you see most people are not 
used to buying from a stall,’ he said.

‘The awareness is getting better, though, and peo-
ple are beginning to think about where their food 
comes from.

‘I think the next step is trying not to look at the price 

and where it has come from.
‘If we are going to change our ways and diversify, 

the consumer has to come along with us and we can 
support each other.’

Blades & Co.
Stevenson St. Oban

Argyll PA34 5NA

The Garden Machinery Specialists
Tel: 01631 571777 Fax: 01631 571888

E-Mail: bladesandco@aol.com
Why not come along and see us for all your garden 
machinery needs. We specialise in Garden tractors, 
Lawnmowers, Strimmers/brushcutters, Chainsaws, 

Rotovators, etc. and wheeled strimmers, ideal for large 
overgrown areas.

Service and repairs to all makes, plus all accessories 
such as strimmer cord, oils, safety equipment, etc.

VAT REG No. 554 7042 44

Jamie McGrigor,

Highlands & Islands MSP

Tel: 01546 606 586
Email: jamie.mcgrigor.msp@
scottish.parliament.uk

Jamie is Vice-Convenor 
of the Cross-Party Group 
on Crofting in the Scottish 
Parliament and is always happy to be contacted 
by existing or potential new crofters if they need 
assistance or advice.

CALEDONIAN MARTS 
(STIRLING ) LTD

For all your marketing requirements use the Farmers Market
Established as a Farmers Co-operative in 1963 and still going strong

STORE SALES: Monday (Stirling) and Tuesdays (Oban)
Throughout the year as Advertised

STORE CATTLE: JOHN KYLE 07713 342512
STORE SHEEP: ALASTAIR LOGAN 07713 342514

PRIME SHEEP & CAST SHEEP every Tuesday 
PRIME SHEEP: ALASTAIR BROWN 07713 342513

CAST EWES & RAMS: HELEN RICKARD 07717 435246
PRIME CATTLE & OTM Sales every Thursday

PRIME CATTLE: JIM DUNN 07713 342511
OTM STOCK: SANDY MOORE 07717 435245

OR any of our Fieldstaff
DONALD LYLE   07713 342516
LUKE HOLMES 07825 711859 

DANIEL JOHNSTON 07825 711858
WWW.CALEDONIAN-MARTS.COM

MILLHALL AUCTION MART STIRLING FK7 7LS 01786 450922
OBAN LIVESTOCK CENTRE OBAN 01631 570631

Sowing the seeds of 
a new lifestyle

Argyll & Bute
95 Alexandra Parade

Dunoon
Argyll  PA23 8AL

Tel: 01369 704840
Fax: 01369 701212

Email: reida@parliament.uk

Pampered pigs 
help Alasdair bring 

home the bacon
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ISLAY 
United Auctions
Bullocks
Aberdeen AngusX: £620 – Rockside  
£600 (3) – Keppolsmore  £560(6) 
– Rockside  £510(5) – Keppolsmore  
£510(3) – Rockside.
British BlueX: £795(2), £735, £685(2) 
and £575 – Claggan  £555 – Coillabus 
(Carmichael).
Blonde d’AquataineX: £730, £725(2) 
– Ardnave.
CharolaisX: £825, £765, £760(3) and 
£755(2) – Ardnave  £730(2) – Claggan  
£710 – Brybruich  £705 – Ardnave  
£700 – Claggan  £660(2) and £655(2) 
– Ardnave  £645 – Claggan.
LimousinX: £825 – Coillabus 
(Carmichael)  £745(2) – Lossit  £735(2) 
– Ardnave  £730 – Lossit  £730(2) 
and £725 – Coillabus (Carmichael)  
£705(3) – Lossit  £695, £685(2) 
and £680 – Coillabus (Carmichael)  
£670 – Claggan  £655 – Coillabus 
(Carmichael)  £615(2) – Brybruich  
£595(7) – Keppolsmore  £585(2) – 
Ardnave  £585 and £580 – Coillabus 
(Carmichael)  £555 – Lossit and 
Coillabus (Carmichael).
SimmentalX: £690 and £580 – 
Coillabus (Sinclair).
Heifers
Aberdeen AngusX: £545(2) and 
£520(8) – Rockside.
Blonde d’AquataineX:
£655(2), £645, £610 and £550(5) 
– Ardnave.
CharolaisX: £765 and £760(5) – 
Ardnave  £745 – Claggan  £705(4), 
£675, £665 and £650(2) – Ardnave  
£645(4) – Claggan  £625(3) – Brybruich  
£615(2) and £610 – Ardnave.
LimousinX: £840 – Lossit  £800 
– Coillabus (Sinclair)  £765 – Lossit  
£735 – Coillabus (Carmichael)  £720 – 
Brybruich and Coillabus (Carmichael) 
(3)  £675 and £630(2) – Coillabus 
(Carmichael)  £615 (4) – Lossit  
£610(3) – Coillabus (Carmichael)  
£600 – Lossit  £565 – Carrabus  £525(2) 
– Coillabus (Carmichael)  £520 (2) 
– Brybruich  £500 – Ardnave.
SalerX: £535(2) – Duich.
SimmentalX: £800, £585(3), £550(2) 
– Coillabus (Sinclair) 
Heifers with calves £1400, £1380, 
£1350 and £1320 – Eorrabus.
Prices per kilo
Bullocks
Aberdeen AngusX: 191p(3) and 
182p(7) – Rockside  181p(5) and 
172p(3) – Keppolsmore.
British BlueX: 197p(2) – Claggan.
Blonde d’AquataineX: 218p(2) and 
187p – Ardnave.

CharolaisX: 224p(2), 222p(2), 220p, 
201p(2) – Ardnave  200p – Brybruich  
197p – Ardnave  182p – Claggan  180p 
and 179p(3) – Ardnave.
LimousinX: 223p and 211p – Coillabus 
(Carmichael)  197p – Lossit  195p(2) – 
Ardnave  193p (2) – Brybruich  192p(2) 
and 188p – Coillabus (Carmichael)  
188p(7) – Keppolsmore  185p(2) and 
181p(2) – Coillabus (Carmichael).
SimmentalX: 163p(2) and 162p – 
Coillabus (Sinclair).
Heifers
Aberdeen AngusX: 177p(3) and 
170p(10) – Rockside.
Blonde d’AquataineX: 197p(2), 
188p(5), 185p and 182p – Ardnave.
CharolaisX: 208p, 198p(5), 197p(2), 
196p and 194p – Ardnave  191p(3) 
– Brybruich  189p(4) and 180p – 
Ardnave.
LimousinX: 206p – Brybruich  205p 
– Carrabus  191p – Lossit  181p (2) 
– Coillabus (Carmichael)  180p – 
Lossit and Coillabus (Carmichael)(5)  
178p(7) – Coillabus (Carmichael).
SimmentalX: 207p – Coillabus 
(Sinclair).
Sheep
Hoggs
£48 – Keppolsmore  £45 – Coilabus 
(Carmichael) £43 – Keppolsmore.

DINGWALL 
Dingwall and Highland 
Marts
Store hoggs: 
BF – Tomchrasky, Glenmoriston, £50; 
Cross – 2 Eynort, Isle of Skye, £47; 
SuffX – Teanluick Croft, Teandalloch, 
£47; TexX – Hillview Park, Muir of 
Ord, £45; Chev – Eilean Darrach Farm, 
Dundonnell, £39; BeltX – Dulsie Farm, 
Glenferness, £39.
Ewes and gimmers with lambs at 
foot: Chev ewe – Eilean Darrach 
Farm, (twins), £112; BF ewe – Aird, 
Ardheslaig, (twins), £92; Cross ewe 
– Achagour, Glenferness, (twins), £86; 
JCB ewe – Bogallan, (single), £56.
Feeding ewes: BFL – Whitebog, £82; 
Chev – Bogburn Farm, £79; Suff – 
Whitebog, £75; Char – Whitebog, £71; 
Belt – Upperton, Balnain, £63; Mule 
– South Clunes, Kirkhill, £56; Cross 
– Braes, Achmelvich, £55.50; TexX 
– Dulsie Farm, £46.
Feeding sheep: Tex ram – Achtuie, 
Drumnadrochit, £60; BFL ram – 
Broomhill Farm, £58; Chev ram – 11 
Loaneckheim, Kiltarlity, £56; Cross 
wdr – East Drummond, Whitebridge, 
£55; Suff ram – Whitebog, £53; BF 
ram – 5/6 Sheader, Isle of Skye, £53.

UNITED Auctions held their annual 
June sale of 229 cattle and 137 sheep 
at Islay Auction Mart.  

All classes of cattle sold at high 
levels with cattle which were at grass 
proving in more popular demand than 
housed cattle.

Sheep sold in keeping with current 
trends.

Limousin yearling heifers from 
Lossit Farm sold to £840 while bullock 
calves from Coillabus (Carmichael) 
and Ardnave Farm sold to £825.  

Ardnave Farm also led the prices per 
kilo with bullocks selling to 224 pence 
and heifers to 208 pence.

Breeding cattle from Eorrabus sold 
to £1,400.

Ardnave Charolais calves sell to 
224p per kilo on Islay

DINGWALL and Highland Marts 
Ltd sold 886 sheep of all classes at 
Dingwall on Wednesday when a mixed 
end of season show on offer sold at 
similar high rates to previous weeks.

Store hoggs sold to £51 for a Blue 
Faced Leicester from Whitebog, 
Rosemarkie while ewes and gimmers 
with lambs at foot sold to £125 for a 
Texel ewe with twin Texel cross ewe 
lambs from Bogallan, North Kessock.

Feeding ewes averaged £38.50 
and sold to £83 twice for a Half-bred 
from Bogburn Farm, Duncanston, and 
for two Blue Faced Leicesters from 
Broomhill Farm, Muir of Ord.

Feeding sheep sold to £64 gross 
for a Texel ram from Dunain Mains, 
Inverness.

UNITED Auctions sold 487 store 
cattle at Stirling last Wednesday when 
trade for both bullocks and heifers was 
slightly back on the week before.                                       

Bullocks averaged 171.41p (-6.67p) 
and sold to 215.2p per kg for a 374kg 
Limousin cross from Bankswood and 
£1,040 for 588kg Charolais cross from 
Mid Knockglass.

Heifers averaged 174.19p (-2.51p) 
and sold to 200.8p per kg for a 264kg 
Belgian Blue cross from Graystale 
and £970 for a 585kg Simmental cross 
from Arnprior

Forward cattle sold to 133.86p and 
to 165.4p per kg for a Charolais cross 
from Cairnside and to £840 from the 
same home.

Cast cows  averaged 115.86p and 
sold to 154.2p for a Limousin cross 
from High Bent and £1,065 for a 
Limousin cross from Hillview.

UNITED Auctions sold  1,421 prime 
sheep including 714 lambs, 190 hoggs 
and 517 ewes and rams at Stirling 
last Thursday when trade was back 
slightly on previous weeks.

Texel lambs from West Park sold 
to £90, with Suffolks from Easter 
Middleton to £83. Beltex lambs from 
Hardiston sold to 179p per kilo with 
Texels from High Milndovan to 174p.            

£71, with Suffolks from Harelaw to 
£68 and Blackfaces from Coulshill to 
£50.

Market reports

Sheep trade steady 
at Dingwall

Stirling prime sale

Stirling store cattle 
trade back slightly

HOPES that proposals to introduce an 
unpopular electronic tagging scheme 
for sheep may be altered have been 
welcomed by politicians and farmers 
leaders alike.

A  plea for the easing of tough new 
rules on the electronic tagging of sheep 
will be debated by EU ministers. 

Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs 
Richard Lochhead said he was 
‘delighted’ it would be considered at a 

council this week.
Tracing

The European Commission claim 
the new rules would be the best way 
of tracing animals and stopping the 
spread of disease, such as foot-and-
mouth.  But the proposals have been 
met with protests from farmers in 
Scotland who fear it will help only 
accelerate the industry’s decline. 

a system of compulsory tagging in 
2004, three years after the foot-and-
mouth epidemic in Britain. 

It is estimated that introducing the 
new tagging scheme will cost in the 
region of £3 per sheep.  This could 
lead to many hill farmers dramatically 

escalating an already rapidly rising 
drift away from traditional hill sheep 
husbandry. 

The European plan was debated 
at Holyrood in May and the Scottish 
Government is proposing the rules be 
changed.

It wants to defer electronic 

proposal which has the backing of the 

UK Government. 
The National Farmers Union 

Scotland has warned the electronic 
readers involved in making the 
scheme work would in many cases be 
compromised by working conditions 
where sheep are regularly out on rocky 
or hilly terrain for months at a time. 

 Argyll and Bute MSP Jim Mather has 
welcomed the news that the, working 
with his Westminster counterpart, 
Hilary Benn MP, the Secretary of State 
for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, has succeeded in ensuring that 
the deeply held concerns of Scottish 
Sheep farmers about electronic tagging 
will be included on the agenda for 
discussion by European Ministers.

Jim Mather told The Oban Times:
‘I know that Richard Lochhead 
had already raised the very serious 
concerns that our hill sheep farmers 
have about the practicalities of the 
proposed electronic sheep tagging 
system proposed by the EU.

‘I am encouraged to note that these 
concerns have been recognised at 
least to the extent that discussion will 
be allowed on the topic and that our 
Scottish minister will be given an 
opportunity to bring informed opinion 
from Scottish perspectives to the 
Agriculture and Fisheries Council that 
is to meet in Luxembourg.

‘It is essential that Scotland has an 

system for disease prevention and 
movement control for upland stock 
but this must be based on practical 
considerations that do not place an 
undue burden on these farmers.’

Tagging on EC meeting agenda

A POISONED golden eagle found 
dead on a hillside near Dalmally has 

turn they have slammed Argyll for its 
poor wild life record.

The mature bird was found by 
walkers on Beinn Udlaidh in Glen 

who were investigating the crime as an 
illegal poisoning.

The adult raptor, with a huge six-foot 
wing span, was spotted by hill walkers 
on Sunday, June 7. They reported 

Protection of Birds (RSPB), who in turn 
reported the incident to the police.

Shocked
Bob Elliot, head of investigations 

with RSPB Scotland, said: ‘As ever 
we are shocked and saddened that 
there are still people out there placing 
poisoned baits in the countryside. Do 
they not know that laying such baits 
can result in the deaths of some of our 

‘This area has a pitiful record 
of wildlife crime – which is very 
worrying.

‘It is very likely that this bird was 
part of a breeding pair from Argyll – so 
chances are, whoever has committed 
this crime has also affected the chances 
of survival of some young birds in the 
nest as well.’

Appin based Strathclyde Police 
Constable Stevie McAleer, a wildlife 

ordinated an full-scale investigation 
within a wide radius of the operation He 
said: ‘Chemists from the Science and 
Advice Centre for Scottish Agriculture 

that the eagle had died from poisoning 
caused by toxic insecticide.

Oban community policing team along 

Strathclyde, Lothian and Borders, 
Central Scotland Police and the 
National Wildlife Crime Unit were 
assisted by the RSPB, the Scottish 
SPCA and pesticide experts from the 
Scottish government to carry out a 
strategic search of the area.

‘As a result of that search, which 
included premises in the Glen Orchy 
and Bridge of Orchy areas, police 
are now following a positive line of 
enquiry.

‘I would urge any members of the 
public who may come across a dead 
bird or carcass to alert the police of the 
discovery. I would advise people not 
to touch the bird or the surrounding 
area. If possible, and it is safe to do 
so, branches or grass should be thrown 
over the carcass to avoid it being seen 
and eaten by other animals or birds.’

The death of the bird has disgusted 
minister for the environment Roseanna 
Cunningham MSP. She said: ‘There is 
nothing which can excuse this behaviour 
and the person or people involved are 
beneath contempt. The use, in this 
case, of highly toxic, carbamate poison 
is particularly worrying as it poses a 
serious danger to other wild animals, 
domestic pets and humans.’

Wildlife crimes can be reported to 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or 
anyone with information about this 

on 01631 510500. 

Bob Elliot, head of investigations with RSPB Scotland, in Glen Orchy with 
the golden eagle killed by poisoning

Poisoned eagle discovery in 
Glen Orchy shocks experts
‘There is nothing which can excuse this behaviour and the person or people    
involved are beneath contempt’ says MSP Roseanna Cunningham

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING CLASS SENATOR 70

Tel: 07714 101309
(Perthshire)

10FT Combine for sale 
good condition.
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TO LETFOR SALE WANTED

West Coast
Property Guide
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

Sell your property online at our new website:

Ardlamy Cottage, Isle of Gigha
Offers over £150,000

South facing stone built cottage in a beautiful rural location on 
the community owned Isle of Gigha.  Beautiful views to the 
sea at Caolas Craro.

In need of renovation and modernisation Ardlamy Cottage has 
excellent potential to create a wonderful coastal hideaway.  
Accommodation consisting of living room, kitchen, two 
bedrooms and bathroom.

A very rare opportunity to purchase a property on this 
beautiful and welcoming Island.

All Offers should be submitted in writing to:
The Trust Administrator, The Isle of Gigha Heritage Trust, Craft 
Workshop No. 1, Isle of Gigha, PA41 7AA   Tel:  01583 505390

CLOSING DATE FOR OFFERS 12noon, FRIDAY 10th JULY 2009

FOR SALE

WANTED ON TIREE
Plot of land (or ruin), for one 

small house, with/without planning 
permission, seaview preferred.

Apply to Box No 6722, The Oban Times, 
Mamore House, Fort William, PH33 6BA 

or Tel 044 77755 17572

LONG LET
KINTYRE
ARGYLL

Unfurnished Cottage 
7miles North of 

Carradale, on B842 at 
Cour, on private estate 

with beach and  beautiful 
views to Arran. Also one 

tiny Cottage.
Telephone 01880 760 236 

www.cour.org

For full details contact our owner team:

01756 702557  
ownerteam@scotland-cottages.co.uk

Holiday cottages

wanted!

The many benefi ts of our service include:
 Free and unrestricted owner bookings
 15% commission
 Professional, honest and local advice
 A fi rst-rate website: www.scotcot.co.uk

TO LET
KINLOCHLEVEN
Newly built 3 bedroom 

house, 2 bathrooms, 
unfurnished, carpeted, 
includes white goods, 
oil CH, £700pcm + 

bills, deposit. 

Further details 
Tel: 01855 831900/

07909 963667

TO LET
Outside Kinlochleven
3 Bedroom House.

Private Parking.
White meter central 

heating.
Private water supply 

and septic tank.
NO D.S.S.

£500 pcm + Bills
Tel: 07500971370

OBAN
To Let Beautiful 

Apartment
Suit non smoking 

professional.

With deposit and 
references.

Please phone 
07881950746

FLATS TO LET
Lovely, bright one bedroom flat in pleasant, 
well kept close, Main Street, Campbeltown.

Harbour views, newly decorated, available immediately.

£300 per month plus utilities.

Sorry no DSS or pets.

Call 07785 542811

Another flat in same close available next month.

Surveyors, Forest Managers, Estate Agents, Architects and Building Surveyors. 

14 The Glebe
Kilmelford, Argyll
Well presented 
modern semi-
detached house 
in a popular and 
picturesque village 
location.  In good 
decorative order and 
walk-in condition.
The versatile 
and well laid-out 
accommodation comprises:  Vestibule, hall, lounge, 
kitchen, 3 bedrooms and bathroom.  Double glazing.  
Night storage heating.  Off street parking.  Easily 
maintained garden ground.  Garage.
Offers in the region of £165,000
32A Lorn Avenue
Dunollie, By Oban

residential area.  
Conveniently located 
for the local facilities and 
amenities.  The spacious 
and immaculate 
accommodation 
comprises:  Hall, lounge, 
kitchen, bedroom and  
bathroom.  Double glazing.  Night storage heating.  Large 

drying green.  External store.
Offers in the region of £79,000

Clachaig Estate
Kilberry, Argyll
A well maintained 
estate in a very scenic 
location, containing 
a combination of 
attractive stocked 
woodland and clear 
felled area awaiting 
restocking.  The 

planning consent 
granted for a vernacular styled house and also 
has sporting opportunities for rough shooting and 
woodland deer stalking.
Available as a whole, or in two lots as detailed below:
Lot 1 – House Plot extending to 2.92ha
Offers over £65,000
Lot 2 – Woodland extending to 79.8ha
Offers over £185,000
Offers over £250,000

Walker - Hira
Ronalda Walker, daughter of Neil and 

Morag Walker, Daliburgh, South Uist, and 
Satwinder Singh Hira, had a Sikh blessing 

in Mangat Hall, Gurdwara, London, before 
being married in St Peter’s Church.

MacKenzie -         
MacDonald

Mairi MacKenzie and William MacDonald 
of St John’s Road, Caol, Fort William, 
were married at St Ciaran’s Church, 

Achnacarry. The couple held a reception in 
The Moorings Hotel, Banavie.

Photograph by The Write Image, Fort 
William.

The Oban Times Wedding Album

Cameron - MacMillan
Frances Cameron and Iain MacMillan 

were married in Las Vegas. Frances is the 
daughter of Hamish and Frances Cameron, 

Glencoe, and Iain is the son of Iain and 
Sandra MacMillan, Ballachulish. The 

couple held a reception in Ballachulish Hall 
on their return.

Reid - Fraser
Caroline Reid and Jamie Fraser were 

married at St Modan’s Church, Benderloch, 
by Oban. They held a reception at The 

Royal Hotel, Oban.
Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, 

Oban.

Kane - Wood
Alaina Kane and Innes Wood, both of 

Alma Road, Fort William, were married 
at Duncansburgh MacIntosh Church, Fort 
William, by the Rev Donald MacQuarrie. 

The couple held a reception at the BA Social 
Club, Fort William.

Photograph by Anthony MacMillan 
Photography.

Macdonald - Ireland
Helen Macdonald, daughter of Ian and 
Frances Macdonald, formerly of North 
Connel, and David Ireland, son of Ann 

and Ron Ireland, Oban, were married at 
Brig O’Doon House Hotel by the Rev Jeff 

McCormick. The couple also held their 
reception there.

Mooney - Ross
Angela Mooney and David Ross, both of 

Bank Street, Greenock, were married at St 

by Father Roddy Johnston. The couple held 

Photograph by Anthony MacMillan, Fort 
William.

Macdougall - 
Windham Wright

Maria Macdougall, formerly of Dunbeg, 
Oban, and Liam Windham Wright 

were married at St Columba’s Church, 
Poltalloch, near Kilmartin. The couple held 

a reception at the Cairnbaan Hotel.
Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, 

Oban.

Burgess - Sneddon
Lorna Burgess and Ian Sneddon were 
married at Duncansburgh MacIntosh 

Church, Fort William. The couple held a 
reception at Caol Community Centre.

Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, 
Oban.

Walker - Rowe
Katharyn Walker and David Rowe, both 
of Northampton, were married at Caig 

Waterfalls, Achnacarry. They held a 
reception at Inverlochy Castle Hotel, Fort 

William.
Photograph by Anthony MacMillan, Fort 

William.
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ACHA - Putting Tenants First.
We are on target to create homes and places across Argyll & Bute where 
people want to live.  Can you help us achieve that vision?

6 month fixed term contract 35 hours per week
Salary Grade 6C (£18,480 to £20,534) per annum

We require a joiner to provide a high quality repairs and building maintenance service 
within the Association’s properties in the Lorn & Isles area.  The post holder needs 
to have a recognised joinery qualification and previous experience of working in a 
multi-trade workforce.  

The work involves undertaking repairs, liaison with customers, carrying out inspections 
to both properties and the estate environment, maintenance of records, stores and 
stock control and ensuring that safe working practices are observed.  

There will be the occasional requirement to travel to the islands which may include 
overnight stays away from home and the successful candidate will also require to 
participate in the Association’s out of hours’ emergency standby service.  

A company van is provided by the Association therefore, a current driving licence is 
essential.  This post will be subject to an Enhanced Disclosure Scotland check.

Closing Date for Applications:  12 noon on Friday 10th July 2009
Interviews for this post will be held in Oban in late July 2009

ACHA is committed to being an equal opportunities employer.  We value diversity in our 
workforce and welcome applications from all sectors of the community. 

All posts will be subject to an Enhanced Disclosure Scotland check.
Alternatively to our website, recruitment packs also available from  HR & Corporate Services, 63/65 

Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX, Tel 01546 604098 or email fiona.connor@acha.co.uk

Repairs & Maintenance Operative (Joiner) Oban, Lorn & Isles

Hebridean Island Cruises are seeking mature and experienced AB’s 
to join their fleet. The immediate requirement would be onboard 
the Hebridean Princess which cruises Scotland and the Western Isles 
and Norway. 
Candidates must hold valid STCW 95 certification, Lifeboat man 
certificate or equivalent, an EDH certificate (Efficient Deck Hand), have 
experience in boat handling operations with outboard engines and 
good passenger interaction skills.
Work to leave ratio of two for one, trip lengths not normally exceeding 
six weeks.
Prospective candidates need either to complete our online candidate 
database via our website (www.vikingrecruitment.com) or email us at 
applicants@vikingrecruitment.com 

Viking Recruitment Limited
Aycliffe Business Centre

Archcliffe Road
Dover, Kent CT17 9EL
+44 (0) 1304 240881

If you are good at talking to people and enjoy a challenge then a job in 
advertising sales could be just the thing for you. We are offering:
•  Good basic salary plus commission plus bonus
•  Group personal pension plan
•  Life assurance
•  Private Medical Insurance
•  Generous holiday entitlement
The Campbeltown Courier and Argyllshire Advertiser, the local 
newspapers for Kintyre and Mid Argyll, are looking for an advertising 
salesperson to work within the Advertising Department based in either 
Campbeltown or Lochgilphead.
The successful applicant will be required to sell advertising in the newspapers 
to the local business community. Full training will be given to enable you to 
be an effective and professional salesperson . Meeting personal sales targets 
would be a key element of the job in addition to being able to work in an 
organised manner. A full driving licence is essential

please send a letter of application and full C.V to
Christine MacBryde, Wyvex Media Ltd, P.O.Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Or e mail: personnel@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Can you sell advertising?

ADVERTISING SALES OPPORTUNITY
The Oban Times Group is looking for a sales person to work within 
its circulation area on a range of popular and market leading 
publications and products who:

• has a lively personality
•
• can work on own initiative
• has a background in sales
• can achieve realistic targets
• can deliver a professional service and customer care
• has a full current driving licence

We offer: 
• excellent salary + commission + bonus
• personal pension plan
• life assurance
• private medical insurance
• generous holiday entitlement
• real prospects
• training where necessary

If you are looking for a career in sales ……this is the job for you!
Please apply by sending a full C.V. with covering letter of application to:

ali@obantimes.co.uk
or by post to: Ali Arden, The Oban Times Ltd.,  P.O. Box 1, 

Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Trade Counter/Yard Assistant
Oban Branch
The successful candidate will be required to serve and 
assist customers at our trade counter and yard areas.  

This very busy branch of Keyline Builders Merchants is 

the Branch and therefore carries an attractive salary and 

Iain Hunter, Branch Manager
Keyline Builders Merchants
Soroba Road, OBAN, PA34 4GS, 01631 564224

Keyline Lochgilphead require a 
Yard Supervisor

a commitment to excellent customer service and 

busy branch. A background in the construction industry 

Phone for an application form and job description 
to Lesley Christie 01546 602071.

Working with you to make
Highland the healthy place to be. www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk 

Argyll & Bute Community Health Partnership

Oban, Lorn & Isles

Medical Records Supervisor Band 4
£17,732 - £21,318 Ref: 09ab/037

37.5 hours per week, Permanent

Lorn & Islands District General Hospital, Oban
A challenging and exciting vacancy has arisen for a Medical Records Supervisor within Lorn & Islands District General Hospital,
Oban. You will assist in managing and maintaining a comprehensive and effi cient medical records service to patients, GPs, 
medical, nursing and allied health professional staff, ensuring that your workload is prioritised on a daily basis in order to 
meet critical timescales.
You will assist in implementing policies and procedures as agreed by the medical records offi cer, medical records group and 
local medical records committee as well as assisting with the training and development of staff. With proven medical records 
experience, you will be keen, motivated, have an interest in training, be assertive and confi dent as well as being fl exible in your 
approach. Supervisory experience is preferable. 
Informal enquiries are welcomed by Caroline Reardon, Medical Records Offi cer on 01631 789017.
Closing date for receipt of applications: 16 July 2009. 

Isle Of Islay

Staff Nurse – Band 5
£20,710 - £26,839 pro rata Ref: 09ab/080

32.5 hours per week, Permanent

GP/Acute Unit, Islay Hosptial
Experience in acute/medical, trauma, A&E or palliative care is desirable. Good general nursing knowledge across a variety of 
specialities is essential. Knowledge and skills in venepuncture, cannulation and intravenous drug administration is desirable.
Informal enquires are welcomed by Maria Heads, Senior Charge Nurse on 01496 301010/1030 or email: mheads@nhs.net
Closing date for receipt of applications: 10 July 2009.
Application packs are available from the HR Department, NHS Highland, Argyll & Bute CHP, Aros, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8LB, 
call 01546 606788 (24 hour answering service) or email: recruitment.ab@nhs.net 

THE RISING demand for 
quality single malt and 
blended whiskies as an 
investment was highlighted 
when 355 lots came under 
the hammer at Bonhams 
Whisky Sale in Edinburgh 
last week. 

With hundreds of absentee 
bids already in place prior to 
the sale commencing, 100 
per cent of the lots on offer 
were cleared, with the to-
tal sale reaching well over 
£138,000. Among the top 
performing brands were Ar-
dbeg, Bowmore, Highland 

clas, Port Ellen, The Macal-
lan and Springbank.

 Highlights of the sale in-
cluded a rare miniature of 
Springbank-1919 which 
sold to £1500, Black Bow-
more-1964 £3000, The 
Macallan-1938 £1800, The 
Macallan-1950 £1020, The 
Macallan-40 year old £3600, 
Springbank-1958 £960, La-
phroaig-40 year old £1200, 
Port Ellen Maltings-21 year 
old £1620, Bowmore-35 
year old-1964 £2760, Macal-

dich-40 year old £2040.

Investors bank 
on whisky

STRATHCLYDE Police has 
found people under arrest 
trying to escape the long 
arm of the law by claiming 

The revelation was made 
by Chief Constable Stephen 
House at a meeting of 
Strathclyde Police Authori-
ty held in Lochgilphead last 

pandemic could be a major 
challenge to the police serv-

fall ill, and a joint emer-
gency co-ordinating group 
has been set up with health 
services and local authori-
ties to plan and respond.

The authority, which over-
sees the budget and man-
agement of the police serv-
ice, heard that violent crime 

in Argyll and Bute is at its 

Argyll and Bute, Superin-
tendent Calum Murray, dep-
uty divisional commander, 
said serious violent crime 
fell by four percent last 
year, while vandalism was 
down 12 percent across the 
division.

He said the new Campbel-
town police station, where 
work on site is due to be 
completed by July 27, was 
a visible sign of developing 
police resources in Argyll. 
He said: ‘It represents an in-
vestment of some £5.5 mil-
lion and it replaces what is a 

spend more time promoting 
marine safety, in search and 
rescue, such as Loch Awe 
operation this spring, and 
policing the roads. 

Superintendent Murray 
said: ‘There are not many 
motorways that pass through 
Argyll and Bute. When col-
lision happen the knock on 
the effect for the community 
and the economy can be sig-

of Scotland. 
‘We are committed to en-

forcement in terms of driver 

Members of the author-
ity earlier toured Lochgilp-

more about the challenges 
they face.

Convenor of Strathclyde Police Authority Paul Rooney (centre) and local member Councillor Donnie MacMil-

£5.5 million investment in 
Campbeltown Police Station 
- work will begin in july
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Oban Addiction Support and 
Information Service

Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 1st July 2009

At 7 p.m.

Glencruitten Church Hall 
(Undercroft)

Glencruitten Road
Oban

ALL WELCOME

A Public Meeting will be held within 
the McCaig Suite at the 

Corran Halls, Oban at 1700hrs 
on Wednesday 1 July 2009.

Assistant Chief Constable John Neilson, 
Strathclyde Police and Councillor Paul Rooney, 
Chairman of the Strathclyde Police Authority 
Board wish to invite members of the public 
to the meeting where they are willing to take 
questions on any policing concerns for the 
geographical area of Oban, Lorn and the Isles.

WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER SERVICES (SCOTLAND) ACT 2003

WATER ENVIRONMENT (CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES) (SCOTLAND)
REGULATIONS 2005 (“the Regulations”)
Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Regulation 13 of the Regulations 
that an application has been made to the Scottish Environmental Protection 
Agency (SEPA) by Scottish Water for authorisation to carry out a controlled 
activity, namely:

Discharge of screened storm sewage to Campbeltown Loch at NGR NR 7452 
2052 from Kinloch Park Pumping Station, Campbeltown via a new combined 

“Any person affected or likely to be affected by, or having an interest in, the 
application may make representations about the application to SEPA in writing 
within 28 days beginning with the date of this advertisement at the following 
address, quoting reference number CAR/L/1047270;

“A copy of the application may be inspected free of charge, at the above 

telephone 01546 602876.

Written representations received within 28 days of this advertisement will be 
taken into consideration in determining the application. Any such representations 
will be placed in a public register unless the person making them requests that 
they should not be. Where such a request is made there will be included in 
the register a statement indicating that representations have been made which 
have been subject of such a request.”

“Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Regulation 13 of the Regulations, that the following 

Ltd for authorisation to carry out controlled activities, namely:-

Reference No:  CAR/L/1038360 – Ben Glas

Reference No:  CAR/L/1038364 – Allt Fionn Ghlinne
1) 

Reference No:  CAR/L/1038372 – Derrydarroch

Reference No:  CAR/L/1038375 – Upper Falloch

“Any person affected or likely to be affected by, or having an interest in, the applications may make representations 
about the applications to SEPA in writing within 28 days beginning with the date of this advertisement, at the 
following address: The Registry, SEPA, 5 Redwood Crescent, Peel Park, East Kilbride, G74 5PP, quoting the 
relevant reference numbers.

“A copy of the application may be inspected free of charge, at the above address, between 9.30 a.m. and 4.30 

“Written representations received within 28 days of this advertisement will be taken into consideration in 
determining the application.  Any such representations will be placed in a public register unless the person 
making them requests that they should not be.  Where such a request is made there will be included in the 
register a statement indicating that representations have been made which have been the subject of such 
a request.”

Vacancies on the Association’s BOARD OF MANAGEMENT
Are you a member of ACHA?

Would you like to learn new skills?
Would you like to participate in helping others in the Community?

If so
We are looking for voluntary Board of Management members who can help us to lead 
our organisation in offering high quality services to customers 

What we can offer you:
• Support, training and development
• Out of pocket expenses
• Approximately 1.5 days a month supporting Association business
• Satisfaction of helping improve your Community

What are we looking for:
People with:
• The ability to attend monthly Board meetings and training sessions
• Enthusiasm in housing issues and community led regeneration
• A commitment to team working
• Good communication skills
• An interest in the services and responsibilities of the Board of Management

ACHA’s Board of Management generally meets once a month on a Thursday morning 
in Inveraray 

If you are interested and would like an application pack, please contact:
Lesley Higgins
PA to Board of Management
Argyll Community Housing Association Ltd
63-65 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, 
PA30  8DX
Telephone: 01546 604086
Email: lesley.higgins@acha.co.uk

Closing date for applications: 
Friday 17th July 2009

ACHA welcomes applications from all 
sections of the community

HIGHLAND NHS BOARD
POSTPONEMENT OF NHS ANNUAL REVIEW
BUT OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH NHS 

HIGHLAND IN OBAN

reluctantly made the decision to postpone NHS Highland’s Annual 

We would like to apologise for any inconvenience or disappointment 
that this may cause and alternative arrangements will be made for the 
event to take place later in the year.  We will inform people as soon as 
the Scottish Government arranges another date.

and therefore senior colleagues from NHS Highland will be in the 

welcome members of the public along to this public session, where we 
will make a short presentation and receive any questions.
Working with you to make Highland the healthy place to be

The following decrofting Di-
rections have been granted:
Croft House Site and Gar-
den Ground
1 Vaul, Tiree
Direction dated 16 June 
2009 granted to Donald F 
Berry.  Area ext to 0.135 
ha.
Conditions:  Complete en-
closure of the site with a 
stockproof fence or barrier 
within 4 months of the date 
of this Direction.
Case Number:  4.85.17311
Part Croft
1 & 3 Kintalin, 
North Knapdale
Direction dated 16 June 
2009 granted to Iain Baines.  
Area ext to 0.0543 ha.
Conditions:  Being an exist-
ing house site. Complete 
enclosure of the site with a 
stockproof fence or barrier 
within 4 months of the date 
of this Direction.
Case Number: 4.86.17070
The granting of these Direc-
tions may be appealed to 
the Scottish Land Court, 
within 42 days from the 
date of this adver t.  Infor-
mation on how to appeal is 
available from the Crofters 
Commission.

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL – COMHAIRLE NA GÀIDHEALTACHD
Notices Under the Town and Country Planning Acts
The applications for Planning Permission listed below, and Environmental Statements
where appropriate, together with the plans and other documents submitted with them
may be examined at the AREA PLANNING OFFICE, FULTON HOUSE, GORDON
SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM PH33 6XY between the hours of 9am to 5pm Monday to
Friday and at the location where listed below during normal office hours.
Written comments (whether supporting or opposing the applications) may be made to the
AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS MANAGER at the address below within
the period listed below from the date of publication of this notice.

Applicant Name & 
Development Address
Reference Number

Loch Shiel House Hotel
Acharacle 
PH36 4JL
09/00239/FULLO

Proposal Description

Proposed public bar with
flat above

Location where application
may be inspected &
reason for Advertisement

Acharacle Post Office
Section 34 of the Act 
(14 Days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: Dafydd Jones,
Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY. Tel: (01397) 707015,
Fax: (01397) 707022, e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

FIREWORX
SCOTLAND LTD

Professional
Fire Work Display

Monday 29th June, 
Tobermory Bay

Approximately
11.30pm to 11. 45pm 
(5 minute display)

Achnaha, Sanna & 
Plocaig Grazings 

Committee

A G M
Monday 29th June 

2009
At 7pm

Sanna Mission Hall

Committee will be 
appointed at this meeting.

Benderloch & 
North Connel 
Drama Club

AGM
Monday 29th June at 

7.30pm
Club Hut, 

Benderloch
PLANNING
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997, RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be 
inspected during normal office hours at the location given below, at 67 
Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig and by logging on to the Council’s Website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. 
Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, 
whichever is applicable as indicated below. Please quote the reference 
number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 09/00825/DET 
Applicant: Mr A Fairbairn
Proposal: Demolition of existing farm buildings and erection of 
dwellinghouse and agricultural shed
Site Address: Land at Loanbaan, Bowmore, Isle of Islay, Argyll and Bute 
Location of Plans: Bowmore Area Office Isle of Islay
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00763/OUT 
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Underwood
Proposal: Site for the erection of a dwellinghouse
Site Address: Plot B Land North West of Carraig Fhada Farm, The Oa, Isle 
Of Islay, Argyll And Bute 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Ellen
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, 
67 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX 

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997, RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be 
inspected during normal office hours at the location given below, at Lorn 
House, Albany Street, Oban and by logging on to the Council’s Website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. 
Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, 
whichever is applicable as indicated below. Please quote the reference 
number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 09/00859/DET
Applicant: Highland Heritage Limited
Proposal: Extension to hotel
Site Address: Alexandra Hotel, Corran Esplanade, Oban, Argyll and Bute 
PA34 5AA
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Section 34 and Article 9 Advert 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00757/VARCON
Applicant: Geoffrey Small
Proposal: Variation of condition 5 of Planning Consent 08/00132/DET: To 
chnge Cottage 2 from holiday cottage to residential dwelling
Site Address: Corry Meadows, Caravan, Craignure, Isle of Mull, Argyll and 
Bute PA65 6BA
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Craignure
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00811/OUT
Applicant: Mrs M Cameron
Proposal: Proposed replacement of existing derelict cottage with new 
dwelling house
Site Address: Site South West Of 14 Kilmaluaig, Isle of Tiree, Argyll 
Location of Plans: Tiree Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00395/COU
Applicant: Max Adrian Bonniwell
Proposal: Change of use from agricultural shed to vehicle repair workshop
Site Address: New House Dalvuie Farm Ledaig Oban Argyll And Bute PA37 1RX
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig
Section 34 and Article 9 Advert 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00807/DET
Applicant: Scottish Water
Proposal: Installation of borehole chambers, erection of GRP kiosk and 
fencing with formation of access road and hardstanding
Site Address: Land North Of Lismore Primary School, Achnacroish, Isle of 
Lismore, Oban, Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Lismore
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00853/DET
Applicant: Gallagher Development Ltd
Proposal: Erection of 5 dwelling houses
Site Address: Raraig House, Raeric Road, Tobermory, Isle of Mull, Argyll 
and Bute
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00754/COU
Applicant: Donald Wilson
Proposal: Temporary siting of a caravan and partial change of use to 
include camping
Site Address: Boathiring Station, Ardbrecknish, Dalmally, Argyll and Bute 
PA33 1BH
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dalmally
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00850/DET
Applicant: James Haslam
Proposal: Erection of garage and wood store
Site Address: Tigh Na Crois Portnacroish Appin, Argyll and Bute PA38 4BL
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00812/DET
Applicant: R A Forrester Ltd
Proposal: Proposed erection of dwelling house and garage
Site Address: Land West Of Plot 1 Betts Field, Ardnacross, Isle of Mull, Argyll
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Salen
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00833/DET
Applicant: Easdale Island Cottages Ltd
Proposal: Amended design to 65 Easdale 
Island (07/01685/DET) Retrospective
Site Address: Land South East Of Ferryhouse, Easdale Island, Argyll and Bute 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

• Ref No: 09/00811/OUT
Applicant: Mrs M Cameron
Proposal: Proposed replacement of existing derelict cottage with new 
dwelling house
Site Address: Site South West Of 14 Kilmaluaig, Isle of Tiree Argyll 
Location of Plans: Tiree Area Office
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

• Ref No: 09/00855/CONAC
Applicant: Mrs M Cameron
Proposal: Proposed demolition of ruined cottage
Site Address: Site South Of 14 Kilmoluaig, Isle of Tiree, Argyll and Bute 
Location of Plans: Tiree Area Office
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

• Ref No: 09/00859/DET
Applicant: Highland Heritage Limited
Proposal: Extension to hotel
Site Address: Alexandra Hotel, Corran, Esplanade, Oban, Argyll and Bute 
PA34 5AA
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
S60 Setting of Listed Bldg Ad - 21 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn 
House, Albany Street, Oban

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT CONTRARY TO DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN) (SCOTLAND) DIRECTION 1996
The following planning applications have been lodged for determination 
with Argyll and Bute Council and are available for inspection during 
normal working hours at the local area office/Post Office identified below 
and by logging on to the Council’s Website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and clicking on Online Planning Applications. The proposals contained in 
the application are considered to be a departure or potential departure 
from the Development Plan for the area concerned.
Anyone wishing to make representations about any of the applications identified 
below should do so in writing within 21 days from the date of publication of this 
notice to the Area Team Leader Development Control at the address below.
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 09/00853/DET
Applicant: Gallagher Development Ltd
Proposal: Erection of 5 dwelling houses
Site Address: Raraig House, Raeric Road, Tobermory, Isle of Mull, Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)
Potential Departure from Policies HO5 of the Mull, Coll and Tiree Local Plan

• Ref No: 09/00812/DET
Applicant: R A Forrester Ltd
Proposal: Proposed erection of dwelling house and garage
Site Address: Land West Of Plot 1 Betts Field, Ardnacross,Isle of Mull, Argyll
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Salen
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)
Potential departure from Policies RUR1 and RUR2 of the Mull, Coll and 
Tiree Local Plan

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn 
House, Albany Street, Oban
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning 
application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public 
inspection and, under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be 
copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content 
and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked 
confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither will be taken into 
account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be 
viewed on the council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

LEGAL AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES
NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF THE ARGYLL AND 
BUTE COUNCIL PROHIBITION OF THE CONSUMPTION 
OF ALCOHOLIC DRINK IN DESIGNATED PLACES 
(AMENDMENT) (No. 1) BYELAWS 2009
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Sections 201, 202 and 203 of the 
Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, as amended, that the Scottish 
Ministers have confirmed The Argyll and Bute Council Prohibition of the 
Consumption of Alcoholic Drink in Designated Places (Amendment) (No. 
1) Byelaws 2009. These Byelaws will come into force on 29th June 2009.
A copy of the confirmed byelaws amendment is open for inspection free 
of charge at the Corporate Services Offices, Argyll and Bute Council at 
the following addresses between the hours of 9.00 a.m. and 5.00 p.m., 
Monday to Friday, and a copy thereof can be obtained free of charge 
either by attending at those offices or telephoning Legal Services on 
01546 604198 quoting the reference SMF. The offices are:

Dalriada House Burnet Building Islay Servicepoint
Colchester Square St John Street Jamieson Street
Lochgilphead Campbeltown Bowmore
PA31 8ST PA20 6BJ PA43 7HP

Lorn House Hill Street Eaglesham House
Albany Street Dunoon Mountpleasant Road
Oban PA23 7AP Rothesay
PA34 4AR PA20 9HQ

Scotcourt House
45 West Princes Street
Helensburgh
G84 8BP
Susan Mair, Head of Legal and Protective Services

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

HOUSING NEEDS & DEMANDS ASSESSMENT
Local strategic planning for housing is driven by an assessment of housing need. In order to plan for the future, Argyll 
& Bute Council are undertaking a survey to establish unmet need for housing in the area.  
Having previously carried out Housing Needs and Demand surveys in Helensburgh & Lomond, and in Mid Argyll & Kintyre, 
the Council is now proposing to carry out the same survey in the remaining areas of Argyll and Bute, namely:

Cowal, Bute, Islay, Jura & Colonsay, Lorn & the Inner Isles, Mull & Iona and Coll & Tiree
Your participation in this survey is hugely IMPORTANT to help us understand how we can best meet your housing 
needs both NOW and in the FUTURE.  
The Council’s approved consultants, Research Resources, will be available throughout June, July and early August to 
complete a strictly confidential telephone interview at a time of your choice. 
To VOLUNTEER to participate in this survey, please contact Lorna Shaw, Research Resource on 0141 641 6410 / 0141 641 
6514 or email lorna.shaw@researchresource.co.uk
For further information regarding the survey or Argyll and Bute Council’s Local Housing Strategy please contact 
Allan Brandie, Research & Development Officer, on 01369 70 8679, or by email at allan.brandie@argyll-bute.gov.uk

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 
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To advertise your car in Drive Times telephone 01631 568000

POWERCAT 525 CATAMARAN 
LENGTH 17FT

Priced at £16,500 for quick sale

Twin Yamaha 15hp four-stroke outboards. Separate fuel tanks (2) and batteries (2)
Nav. Lights, compass, VHF Radio, Furuno GPS Navigator, 

Furuno Fishfinder/Echosounder.
Ropes, Fenders and Anchor. Porta –Potti

Purpose built galvanised ‘break back’ trailer for easy launching and recovery.
An unsinkable and very safe boat

Lying ashore Lochranza, Isle of Arran
Tel: 01770 830 201 Mob 07766744414

MOORING
FOR SALE

West Coast
Telephone: 

07884 314400

OXYGEN TANK
Diving decompression, 
MS, Autism, Cerebral 

Palsy, sports fitness, also 
advertised on Ebay, search 

HBOT.

Telephone 
07765 181237 or 01852 

316149 for details.

23’6” COLVIC WATSON 
SEA-KEEPER MOTOR SAILER

£9,500 o.n.o.
1.5 BMC Thorneycroft 30HP diesel engine, four berths, 

cooker etc, new canopy, GPS, VHF, good sturdy condition, 
out of the water, 12 miles south of Oban

Full particulars: Telephone 01204 411361

24’ FISHER 
MOTOR YACHT

£9,500 o.n.o.
Lister 30HP, 3 cylinder diesel engine, radar, GPS, VHF, 
two berths, cooker etc, nice tidy condition, out of the 

water, 12 miles south of Oban.

Full Particulars - Telephone 01204 411367

HARDY NAVIGATOR 
18 FT

£8750
2 berth, 60hp Tohatsu outboard, 6hp Aux, GPS, VHF, 

depth/fish finder, sea toilet, galley, braked trailer, good 
condition, anti fouled, new canopy.

Tel: 07796 994052

LINDER 400 
SPORTSMAN

£2000
Rapie R275T Trailer (new bearings) Johnson 

15hp outboard and oars

Tel: 01880 760242

18FT WAVE RIDER 
SEA BOAT

£2000 o.n.o.
40hp Mariner outboard, electric start engine,

with trailer, anti-fouled and ready to use.

Tel: 01546 510370

Thirty seven years of a station are recorded in a new book due out next month 

Willie finally
captures the 
history of
Oban lifeboats

A PROMISE is a promise 
– even if it takes more than 

But at last Willie Melville 
can say he has kept the 
promise he made to write 
about the history of Oban’s 
lifeboats, lifeboat station and 
its people as the publication 
date for his book, The Story of 
Oban Lifeboat, looms on the 

‘There was never any 
continuing record of the 
station,’ said Willie, who has 
been part of the lifeboat’s 
history since it started in 

‘I think I said at one time 
that when I retired, I would 
write the history of the 

Since 1972, there have been 
eight lifeboats, culminating in 
the present 14-metre Trent 
class Mora Edith Macdonald,
berthed at Port Beag, between 
the South Pier and the 
Northern Lighthouse Board 

In 1998 Oban lifeboat 
achieved the record of being 
the only single-boat station in 
Scotland to be called out more 
than 100 times in a year and 
is one of the most launched 

Willie Melville moved 
to Oban as the assistant 
manager of the Royal Bank of 
Scotland in Oban in 1966 but 
his association with lifeboats 
goes way back to an earlier 
involvement in boats, despite 

‘I have always had an 
admiration for lifeboat men,’ 

Helensburgh and I joined the 
local sailing club and bought 

From there it was a 
logical step to join the 
volunteer lifeboat crew of the 

‘I think a part of it was that 
I always had a great regard for 
the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution’s work and when 
the opportunity came, with 
the establishment of a boat in 

This love of sailing 
continues today, where he 
owns a quarter share in a 
twin-masted yacht along 
with retired Oban solicitor 
Mike Robertson, retired 
Oban lifeboat coxswain Pat 
MacLean and a friend from 

Not surprisingly three out 
of the four have had close 
associations with the lifeboat 
in Oban, with Mike still 
being chairman and a deputy 

Drowning

Oban on May 5 1972 and 
although it was commonly 
thought that it was as a result 
of vet Hugh McLachlan 
and his wife Jeanette and 
their friends Drs Robert and 
Maureen McGill drowning 
after their small boat capsized 
in a northerly gale in the 
Firth of Lorne, it had more 
to do with a combination of 

In 1971 and early 1972 the 
RNLI had weighed up the 
marine accident statistics over 
a period of years, the increase 
in leisure boat activity in 
the area, the existence of a 

the distance to the nearest 
lifeboats on Islay and at 

This led to the decision to 
place a MacLachlan-class, 18-
foot inshore lifeboat, A505, 
in Oban and set up a steering 
committee that consisted of 
Archie MacAllister, Captain 
Norman MacLeod, Lake

Falconer, Donnie Currie, John 
Ramage and Willie Melville, 
all of who were sailors of one 

– who had operational control 
of the station – was piermaster 
Norman Budge, backed by 
three ‘deputy launching 

The lifeboat was based at 
a mooring on the South Pier 
and the ‘station’ was a rented 
tin shed, one of three at the 
South Pier owned by Argyll 

A pool of 15 volunteers, all 
amateur yachtsmen, provided 
the two-man and later three-
man crew needed for the 
inshore boat, which operated 
between March and October, 
with some of the ‘shouts’ 
pushing the boat and crew to 

The inshore boats were 

weather lifeboat, the 42-
foot Watson Class Watkin 
Williams, in 1978 and at the 

employee to the Oban lifeboat 
was appointed when Pat 
MacLean became coxswain/

Pat held the post of 
coxswain until he retired in 

Lorne MacKechnie until 2004 
when just the third coxswain 
in the lifeboat station’s 30-
year history became Ronnie 
MacKillop, who described it 

The longevity of the 

has been echoed by a long-
serving crew, which, says

Willie, was largely due to the 
dedication and enthusiasm of 
two people – Pat MacLean 

He has dedicated a chapter 
in his book to this pair, paying 

the lifeboat’s volunteer crew 

‘They made the lifeboat 
station the success it is,’ he 

of the sea was a big help 
whenever we went out and 
Patrick’s capability was also 

all had to know what he was 

was a deep thinker and so was 

‘The fact there were so few 
changes in the crew was as a 
result of the enthusiasm they 
had whether it was 3am on a 

The crew were all volunteers 
apart from the coxswain and, 
from 1997, mechanic Jim 
Watson, and have come from 

In its 36-year history the 
lifeboat has been crewed by 
hoteliers, marine scientists, 
merchant seamen, boat 

solicitors, doctors, shop 
owners, bank and building 
society managers, surveyors 

Willie retired from the 
bank when he was 55 and 
from the crew of the lifeboat 
when he was 57, but went on 
to be deputy launch authority, 

2006 to actually sit down and 
start writing the history of the 

‘I wanted to put on record 
36 years of lifeboat history, 

acknowledgment to all those 
who have been involved in 

As well as recording the 
lifeboats, crew members, 
fundraising activities, 
memorable ‘shouts’, 

lifeboat, working with 
helicopters and recent 
initiatives, the book would 
not be complete without 
recording some of the more 
‘unusual’ shouts the boat has 

These include a launch to 
retrieve a cow that made a 
bid for freedom while being 
brought from the islands, 
along with other cattle on the 
open deck of the ferry, for 
sale at the October market in 

‘It decided to jump ship 

stockman managed to get it, 
hanging over the side of the 
boat, holding on to it by its 

manage to get a rope around 
it,’ said Willie

But the forward motion 
of the lifeboat threatened to 
drown the poor animal and the 
crew had to turn it around and 

a cavity around its mouth for 

Once on dry land, the cow 

was less than grateful as it 
promptly tried to jump back 

‘I have been really 
honoured to serve in all these 

been a great part of my life,’ 
said Willie

One of Willie’s proudest 
moments was when he was 

at Nelson’s annual memorial 
service in St Paul’s Cathedral 

‘One year it became Oban’s 

and because somehow or 
other I was given the job of 

on the boat, I was chosen to 

‘Going into St Paul’s 
Cathedral with 2,000 people 

Majesty’s Royal Marine’s 

‘It epitomised how proud 
I felt to be a part of such an 

• Featuring around 40 photos 
of the lifeboat, its work and 
the various crew members, 
including a cover photograph 
by renowned photographer 
Dennis Hardley, The Story
of Oban Lifeboat will be 
available from Waterstones 
in Oban and various other 
outlets in the town as well as 
the lifeboat station itself at a 

following printing expenses 

copies can be ordered from 
Willie Melville on 01631 

Interview by
MARIAN MILLER

Willie Melville at his desk, writing his book on the history of Oban lifeboat. t17will01

RNLB Mora Edith Macdonald in the Sound of 
Kerrera in 1997 approaching her new home.

Willie Melville, right, when still a crew member, 
with, from left, Malcolm Robertson, Norman 

MacLeod and Pat MacLean in Tarbert.

MACWESTER ROWAN 
22’ YACHT

£4000 o.n.o.
Hull white grp, in very good condition, in board engine, 

two sets of sails, Avon dinghy, 4 wheel trailer etc etc, 
ashore North Uist, ready for water.

Tel: 01876 580294
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£350 o.n.o.

34 FT. STATIC CARAVAN
Water tight. Fair 

condition, suitable 
for building site or 

renovation. Buyer to 
remove.

Telephone: 
01866 833264

WANTED
COACH BUILT MOTOR HOME, 2-4 BERTH, 
WANTED BY PRIVATE BUYER, MUST BE 
IN EXCELLENT CONDITION, ONE OWNER, 

LOW MILEAGE PREFERRED. 

Tel: 01567 830363 or 07771 930975

Genuine sale nearest offer to £4,000

VW CAMPER VAN REIMO 
1988 mot 1yr tax 6mths 
diesel clean and solid all 

ready for a holiday.

Enquire
or view 

07787860944

BMW 650 G.S. 
DAKAR

£3,800 o.n.o.
Sept 2005, Taxed and MOT, 6,000 miles, 

Extras: Centre Stand, Back Box, Front Mudguard, 
Never been off road or out in rain

Tel: 01855 821313

FORD IVECO 
TIPPER

£2500 + VAT o.n.o.
1997 – 7.5T. Tested April 2010. 

Good condition for year.

Tel: 01478 640400
Mobile: 07920528879

VOLVO V70 ESTATE
2.5 10V AUTOMATIC

£1550
This is a top quality car, enthusiast owned and maintained by the same owner for the 
last 8 years. 6k oil changes, auto-box oil changed, power steering and brake system 

fluids changed, timing belt and tensioner changed, new discs and pads all-round. 
It is in superb condition both bodily and mechanically. I welcome any trial you wish 

to arrange.
Alloy wheels, new all season tyres, wind deflectors, strut-brace, roof bars, tow-bar, 

selectable economy or Sports gearbox.
Mot’d until May 2010, taxed until October 2009

A brilliant car in every respect, a comfortable and safe luxury workhorse. 
350k miles is usual for these cars.

Tel: 01397 772 230 (Corpach)

£1350 o.n.o.

06 SHERCO 125CC TRIAL BIKE

Well maintained.

Telephone: 
01631 563618 or 

07789034471.
£2500 o.n.o.

03 ROVER 45 IMPRESSION S
5 door hatchback

Seafrost Blue
One private owner

Mileage 19,962
Mot’d until 9th October.

Telephone: 
01680 812451SAMPLE

HONDA CRV 
I-VTEC SE

£4000 o.n.o.
2 litre, 02 reg, silver, taxed till May 09 

and MOT till Dec 09

Tel: 01852 300764

ALL 4X4’S 1990 TO 2009
Any make, model , mileage, condition  considered.

Instant cash payment. Distance no object, 
will travel.

WANTED

Telephone Stephen 07751026953.

2

LANDROVER 90 OR 110
New or old models, also Discovery, Range Rover and 

all Japanese models, Toyota etc, high miles, damaged, 
anything considered.

WANTED

Contact James 07866 590583 or 07966 293996

£1300 o.n.o.

15,000 miles
new Mot

Good condition with box

Telephone: 
077891 54936

HONDA CB500 
S 2001 £550 o.n.o. (sensible)

Dec 97, metallic B R Green, 
94,000 miles,

MOT Sept, Tax Oct.
Telephone: 01586 820276 
If no reply leave message 

on 07999 859033

ROVER 820 SI

WANTED ANY 
4X4 VEHICLE

Landrover 90 or 110 Mitsubishi Toyota, Hi Lux, 
Nissan etc.  High mileage may suit.  Will travel.

Telephone: 
07864035750

2£1200 o.n.o.

2005 CR 85 BIG WHEEL

Good condition, 
ready to race.

Telephone: 
07810283028

£3000

MOT’d& Taxed Jan 2010,
fully serviced, new back springs, roof rack,& 

towbar, 104,000 miles.

Tel: 01770 870546 Mob: 07833097947

02 1.9 TDI VOLKSWAGEN 
TRANSPORTER

ALFA ROMEO 147 
LUSSO

£2895 o.n.o.
MOT’d April 2010, taxed end of August,

Full service history, 79,000 miles, Black with gorgeous 
red leather interior, Must be seen

Tel: 01586 810184 or 07899 871724

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6
5 DOOR HATCH

£1075
1999 (Treg), Silver metallic, Air Con

Taxed December 2009 , MOT February 2010 
Radio / cassette, Very reliable , Very nice condition

Tel: 01546 870336

HYUNDAI ACCENT 
1.3i

£1000

Y plate, 3 door, 59K miles, Taxed to end of August 2009 
Tested to Mid November 2009, Excellent starter, 

runner and condition for year, Cheap insurance, road tax 
and high MPG, Unused since professional valeting

Tel: John 01546 606521 £2750 o.n.o.

FIAT DUCATO 11 JTD SWB
03 Reg, 46,000 miles, 

MOT March 10,
SLD, PAS, electric windows, 

roof bars
with roller, good condition.

Telephone: 
01586 830637

£5900 o.n.o.

VW GOLF GT TDi (130 BHP)
02 plate, FSH, 
tax and MOT.
71,000 miles, 

excellent condition.

Telephone: 
0779 857 4890

£3300 o.n.o.

RENAULT KANGOO VAN

SL17 DCI 70 Diesel.
56 reg White

First Mot not due till sept
Excellent condition.

Telephone: 
07500786612

£4,995

JAGUAR S-TYPE 3.0 SPORT (SATNAV)
Met. Silver, leather, satnav – computer 

and all usual refinements, auto 
lights, wipers, parking, towbar fitted 
(unused). FSH, 72k, mot’d & taxed, 

looks and drives like new!

Tel: 01631 564557 
Mobile: 07835 385 001

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh

5 John Street,
Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco

Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900

www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

PEUGEOT
Struans Peugeot

Tel : 01738 632222
www.struans.co.uk/peugeot

MAZDA
Struans Mazda

Tel : 01738 445566
www.struans.co.uk/mazda

FORD
Ben Nevis Motors
North Road,
Fort William
Tel. 01397 700110

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

FORT WILLIAM TYRE SERVICE
Not enough time in the day?

Kids screaming, work calling, shops awaiting!
HAVE YOUR TYRES FITTED BY OUR 

TOTALLY MOBILE  FULLY FITTED VAN
At your work, your home or where’s easiest.

CARS, VANS, LORRIES,TRACTORS
24hrs Breakdown Service

All major credit cards accepted
Call now for a great quote
Contact: Alec or Naomi
Mobile: 07702 433495 Tel: 01397 700277
Email: fort-tyres@hotmail.co.uk

£995 o.n.o.

Silver, 1999, 5 door, MOT Mar, 2010, Taxed 
Jan, 2010, CD Player, Towbar

Telephone: 
01687 460017

PEUGEOT 306 
LXTD

£850 o.n.o.

ADRIA OPTIMA TOURING CARAVAN 
4 berth, separate 
bedroom,shower

room, cooker, fridge.

Telephone: 
(Tobermory) 

01688 302251

£2000 o.n.o.

“54” PLATE FIAT PUNTO ACTIVE
5DR, Dark Grey, 48,000 

mls. Road Taxed for 5 
months, MOT to October 
2009, 2nd lady owner. 

No longer needed as now 
have disability Car.

Telephone: 
07795313797

S&S Services Subaru 
Used pick ups required

Competitive trade in prices given 
against all new Isuzu Rodeos

www.sandsservices.co.uk

Tel: 01292 880080/880440New Impreza WRX
From
£249 per month
Including 3yrs
Free servicing

Buyers should note 
where standardised 

silhouettes are 
used they do not 

accurately represent 
the vehicle being 

sold

£2600

2003 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 1.4
Match, 3 Dr Hatchback

Manual, Petrol, Metallic Silver, Full 
Service History, Power Steering &ABS, 
Air Conditioning, Trip Computer, CD 

Player, New Radiator and Tyres, 2 mths 
MOT, 98,000 miles, excellent condition. 

Must sell as interests lie elsewhere, hence 
low price of £2,600.

Telephone: 
01586 552794 

SUZUKI 4 STROKE 15HP LONGSHAFT 
MERCURY 4HP TWO STROKE LONGSHAFT

Suzuki 4 stroke 15hp longshaft, with remote 
controls, excellent condition, fully serviced, 

£950 o.n.o. 

Mercury 4hp two stroke longshaft, 
£120 o.n.o. 

Telephone 01567 820280

E-mail: sales@lixtoll.com  •  Web: www.lixtoll.com

Killin
Perthsire
FK21 8RB

07 (07)  DEFENDER 110 2.4 Tdci DOUBLE CAB PICK UP In Chawton, towing, low 
miles....................... ..................................................................................................£12,495 + VAT
05 (55)  DEFENDER 110 Td5 HARD TOP in Belize green, ply lined, towing, low 
miles.............................. ..............................................................................................£9,180 + VAT
05 (05) DEFENDER 130 Td5 TIPPER Rutland Red, heavy duty chassis 
& suspension ...........................................................................................................£15,495 + VAT
04 (04) DEFENDER 130 Td5 TIPPER Rutland Red, heavy duty chassis & suspension
...................................................................................................................................£14,995 + VAT
04 (53)  DEFENDER 110 Td5 COUNTY STATION WAGON in Caledonian blue, 
9 seater, alloys, tow pack.... ...........................................................................................£13,250 inc
03 (03) DEFENDER 90 Td5 HARD TOP in Belize green, 3 seats, tow pack .......................
......................................................................................................................................£7,250 + VAT
02 (02) DEFENDER 90 Td5 HARD TOP in Caledonian blue, tow pack, 2 seats & 
cubby box ....................................................................................................................£6,995 + VAT
01-04 (02/04)  DEFENDER 110 Td5 HARD TOPS in Rutland red, 
choice of three ...............................................................................................from £4,275 + VAT
00 (X)  DEFENDER 110 Td5 HI-CAP PICK UP in Rutland red, HD rims & 
towing......................................... .................................................................................£5,650 + VAT 

OVER 30 DEFENDERS NOW IN STOCK



Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.10 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16 per single column centi-

metre
Public Notices:

£10.25 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50OR MORE
FOR AS LITTLE AS £13.05 + VAT

FOR UP TO 25 WORDS

ADDITIONAL LINES (4 WORDS) £2.50 + VAT

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS  - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times
 (see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

• GLASS BALUSTRADING

•CARAVANS

• WINDOW BLINDS
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•PLUMBING & HEATING

• PEST CONTROL

MIDGEATER IS THE ANSWER

West Highland Gas Ltd
01631 564050
Online Ordering Soon

www.westhighlandgas.co.uk

• SOFT FURNISHINGS

• COUNSELLING

Couple Counselling Argyll
Do you have a 

relationship problem?
We can help.

Call 01631 563297
www.argyllcouplecounselling.org
Telephone counselling is 

also available
Couple Counselling Argyll, 

(Formerly Relate Argyll)
the operating name of 

Argyll Couple Counselling, 
PA34 4HR
SCO23995

GRAHAMS
SCOTLAND LTD
UPHOLSTERERS

Established 36yrs

3 Piece Suites – All Soft Furnishings Recovered
Bar & Lounge Seating Specialist
Any Style Manufactured & Fitted

Large Range of Materials

Email ianupholstery@yahoo.co.uk
 01389 875176  07710 998786 01301 704360

•UPHOLSTERERS

FARRELL’S PLANT REPAIRS LIMITED
• On Site Fitting
• Hydraulic Hoses and fittings 
 supplied and fitted
• Repairs on Rams, alternators, 
 injectors, injector pumps
• Repairs on Tracks Sprockets and rollers
• Under carriage  parts
 supplied and fitted

• Bottom rollers and idlers
 supplied and fitted
•  Mini diggers up to 40 tons
•  All work guaranteed 
•  7 days a week service
•  24 hours a day

MOBILE :07850935850
Email:farrellsplant@sky.com

• PLANT REPAIRS

Jobbing, Design, 
Installation

01631 563472/562991
Mobile 07767631511

 GARDEN

nel.

 GREYHOUNDS

HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

 HOME FURNISHINGS

 HOME OFFICE

 KITCHEN 
AND BATHROOM

 LIVESTOCK

 MAIL ORDER

home or abroad. Order on-

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches suita-
ble for adoption. These 
dogs are fully vaccinated 
and spayed/neutered. If 
you feel you could offer 
one of these ex-racers 
a home please contact 
Northern Division on 
01470 511705 or 

01463 235696.  The 
RGT is a registered 
charity  No 269668.   

A donation is required.  
Look forward to hear-

ing from you.

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

Lady bust, absolute bar-

 BABY EQUIPMENT

 BICYCLES

 BOOKS

 BUILDING / DIY

land universal angle ridge, 

 CAR ACCESSORIES

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

 DOMESTIC PETS

ily reared, ready mid-July, 

 FREE AND SWAP

 FURNITURE

rest, still boxed, never used, 

video unit, tv turntable, dis-

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

 PET ACCESSORIES

 POWER TOOLS

 PRINTING 
AND STATIONERY

individually or boxed. Great 

ey!

sold in reams or by the box 

 SHOP FITTINGS

 WANTED

Happy 21st Birthday

Ross Doc

Lots of Love from 
Mum, Dad and all the 

family. 

HAPPY 18TH 
BIRTHDAY 
ANNA!!

Lots of Love
Mum, Dad, Aggie, 
Laura, Tom and 

Felicity

A Very Special 
Happy Birthday

With all our love
Roddy, Stephanie, 

Shonnie and Michael

SILVER WEDDING
29/06/2009

Wedding Anniversary

MISSING CAT

MISSING FROM NORTH 
CONNEL SINCE FRIDAY, 

JUNE 5, 2009. 
 - ONE YEAR OLD CAT

 - VERY SMALL
 - ALL GREY WITH WHITE 

BLAZE ON NOSE
 - ANSWERS TO “MOUSE”
- IS WEARING A COLLAR

CALL 01631 710331

PERSONALS

‘This Jesus, 
there is salvation in 

no one else, 
for there is no other 
name under heaven 
given among men
 by which we must 

be saved.’

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com
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FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

BIRTHS
CLARK - Dugie and Kay 
are proud to announce 
the birth of their beautiful 
daughter Dara Ross at 

June 9, 2009.
LIVINGSTONE - On June 
11, 2009, to Cristina (née 
Tchkotoua) and Sandy, a 
daughter, Ella Mairi Grace, 
a sister for Max.
NICHOLSON - Norman 
and Laura are delighted to 
announce the safe arrival of 
their daughter, Hannah, on 
June 14, 2009.
SEATON - FEWKES
- Barbara and Adam are 
delighted to announce 
the birth of their son, 
Calum Murray Fewkes, 
in Worcester on June 12, 
2009. First grandchild 
for George and Marjory, 
Oban and Kevin and Anne, 
Nottingham.

ENGAGEMENTS

DEATHS
CARNOCHAN - Peacefully 
on June 20, 2009, at the 
Royal Alexandra Hospital, 
Paisley, Agnes, of Eadar 
Glinn Home, Oban, wife 
of the late James, much 
loved mother of Fiona 
and William, mum-in-law 
of Bob and loved gran of 
Robin.
MACGREGOR - Suddenly 
after a short illness, on 
Sunday, June 21, 2009, at 
Lorn and Islands District 
Hospital, Oban, in her 65th 
year, Sheila, beloved partner 
of Archie and dear sister of 
Bob.
McLAREN - While on 
service in Afghanistan, 
with the Royal Regiment 
of Scotland 3rd Battalion 
(Black Watch), Private 
Robert McLean McLaren, 
Sunlight Cottage, Kintra, 
Isle of Mull, only son 
of Alasdair and Linda 
McLaren and brother of 
Laura.  Funeral will take 
place on Monday, June 29, 
2009, from Creich Parish 
Church, Bunessan, Isle of 
Mull at 1pm.  Thereafter to 
Suie Cemetery, Bunessan.  
Retiring collection/
donations will be taken 
for ‘Help for Heroes’.  
Transport will leave 
Craignure at 10.45am for 
funeral service.
SPENCE - Peacefully in her 
own home on June 16, 2009, 
after a long, courageous 
battle with MSA, Sarah 
Spence, Penmore, Isle of 
Mull, aged 70 years. Loving 
mother and grandmother. 
Sadly missed by all her 
family and friends.
THOMSON - Peacefully, 
on June 18, 2009, at Wishaw 
General Hospital, Joyce 
(née Main), of ‘Glenelg’, 
Glenshellach Road, Oban, 
beloved wife of the late 
Rennie Thomson, dear 
mother to Jennifer and 
Lindsay, dearly loved granny 
to Mark and Matthew and 
sister of Stuart.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

FRASER - The family 
of the late Mary Fraser 
would like to thank all 
friends and relatives for 

the kind expressions of 
sympathy extended to them 
following their sad loss.  
Special thanks to all staff at 
Mosspark Home.
HUNTER - Betty would 
like to thank all of Linda’s 
hundreds of friends that 
were there to celebrate 
her farewell Mass at St 
Mary’s.  Also special thanks 
for the large amounts of 

hundreds of cards and gifts. 
Thank you.
LAIDLER - The family 
of the late Annie Laidler, 
Ardgour, thank most 
sincerely everyone who 
sent their expressions of 
sympathy following our 
recent sad loss. Thanks 
also to John Maitland 
for exceptional funeral 
services in Ardgour Parish 
Church and Clydebank 
Crematorium, to Rev James 
Carmichael for the readings 
of scripture, and Mrs A 
MacInnes for the music.  To 
Mike McFall and his staff 
our thanks for his supportive 
and professional services, 
thanks to home support staff 
of the Highland Council 
Social Services Department 
for their care and kindness, 
and to the management and 
staff at the Inn at Ardgour 
for their discreet and caring 
service to the mourners 
after the church service.
Those who attended the 
church service and many 
others who were unable to 
be present contributed £485 
to a collection for the Royal 
National Institute for the 
Blind. Moran taing. Heather 
MacLean.
MACFARLANE - Irene, 
Kay and Greig would like to 
extend their sincere thanks 
for the overwhelming 
kindness and expressions 
of sympathy they have 
received since the sudden 
passing of Tommy.  Very 
special thanks go to the 
ambulance service and 
hospital, the staff at Hoey’s 
(especially Catriona) and 
Rev Dugald Cameron for 
a service which brought 
comfort and many happy 
memories.

IN MEMORIAM
BILLIMORE - In loving 
memory of Bali who was 
taken from us on July 1, 
2005.
Softly the leaves of memory 
fall
Gently we gather and treas-
ure them all
Unseen, unheard, you are 
always near
So loved, so missed and so 
very dear. 
- Love Sheena and family 
x.
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of my parents 
Angus and Mary who 
passed away June 2, 1992 
and Mary, May 15, 1993.  
Also my brother Colin, June 
26, 1995.
Remembered always.
- Duncan.
COUTTS - Precious
memories of Val, who 
passed away June 23, 2008
Our hearts still ache in 
sadness

What it meant to lose you 
No one will ever know.
Remembered always.
- Mum, Dad and family.
FERGUSON - In loving 
memory of dearest Donnie, 
who died June 26, 2004, a 
much loved husband and 
dad who is in our hearts 
forever.
- Ann, John, David, Lorne 
and the family.
FERGUSON - Precious
memories of a dear brother 
and uncle, Donnie, retired 
vet Oban, who died June 
26, 2004.
To us you were someone 
special
What more can we say
- Ian, Chrissie and family. 
MACGILLIVRAY - In
loving memory of my dear 
husband Duncan. Father, 
father-in-law and granddad, 
who died on June 27, 1998. 
Always remembered, never 
forgotten.
- Your loving wife Flora and 
family. 
MACGREGOR - In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
and gran  Jean, who died on 
June 23, 2001, and also our 
dear dad and papa Alastair, 
who died April 13, 1994.
Memories have such lovely 
ways
Of bringing back our 
yesterdays
The tide of life

But the gates of memory
Never close.
- Alastair, Donnie, John, 
Lorna and families.
MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of a dear brother 
and uncle Donnie, who 
passed away on June 26, 
1988.
Also remembering our dear 
parents and grandparents, 
John and Ann MacIntyre.
Loving times of thoughts 
together
Hold memories that will last 
forever.
- Annag and family.
MACINTYRE - Treasured 
memories of my dear mother, 
Mary Ann MacIntyre, who 
passed away on June 25, 
1988.  RIP.
I miss you mother and 
always will
You left a place no-one can 

You shared my life, my 
smiles and tears

Thank you mother for those 
precious years.
- Inserted by her loving 

Avenue, Dunollie, Oban.
MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of my dear mother, 
Mary Ann MacEachen, who 
passed away on June 25, 
1988.  RIP.
The years pass by but 
memories stay
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughter Flora, Glasgow.
MACLACHLAN - In 
loving memory of my 
father, John MacLachlan 
who died June 26, 1995.  
Also my mother Catherine 
(Katie) MacIsaac who died 
September 21, 1985.
Remembered always.
- Son Alister and daughter-
in-law Mary.
MACLEAN - Precious
memories of a special mum, 
granny, great granny and 
a dear sister Chirsty who 
passed away June 24, 1994.
Your presence we miss
Your memory we treasure
Loving you always 
Forgetting you never.
- From all the family home 
and away.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of my beloved 
husband Charlie who died 
June 28, 2008.
Miss you and thinking of 
you every day.
- Love Isa xx.
MACLEAN - Treasured 
memories of a special dad 
died June 28, 2008.
The year has passed so 
quick
We miss your quotes and 
funny ways
You’re in our thoughts 
every day.
Love you always.
- Hazel xx and Gordon xx.
MACLEAN - Treasured 
memories of my special 
papa.
Words cannot hide the loss I 
feel inside
I wish you were here but 
in my heart you’re always 
there
Miss you lots, love you 
always Papa.
Sleep tight.
- Diane xx.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of our mother, 
grandmother and great-
grandmother, Margaret, 
who died on June 25, 2000.
- Love from Ronald and 
family, and all the family, 
Soroba Farm.
MACLEAN - June 28, 
2008, dad.
The tatties are through
The leeks are in
A year has gone by
My thoughts are still of you
From every long beautiful 
day
To every calm peaceful 
night.
- From your lass Ann. 
MACLEOD - Treasured 
memories of Lewis who 
died June 23, 2007, aged 
24.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Mum xxx.
MACPHAIL - Catherine, 
passed away June 26, 2008.
Everyday in some small 
way
Memories of you come our 
way
Though absent you are 
always near
Still missed, loved and 
always dear.
- With love from the family.
MACPHEE - In loving 
memory of a dearly loved 
husband and dad, Angus, 
who died June 28, 2001.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- Sandra, Carol and Alan.
MACPHEE - In loving 
memory of my dear mother, 
Marion Lawrie,  who died 
June 21, 1992.
In our hearts you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered 
everyday.
- Dugald, Janis and family.
McGILLIVRAY - 
Treasured memories of 
Ann, wife and mum, taken 
from us on June 28, 2007.
Although we cannot see 
you
You’re with us every day
The love you gave us all in 
life
Death cannot take away.
- Love Raymond, Laura-
Ann and Chris.
McGILLIVRAY - In loving 
memory of Ann, sister and 
aunt, taken from us on June 
28, 2007.
Simple words, but very true
We will love and remember 
you.
- Love Cathy, Harry, John, 
June and families, Cornwall 
and Shrewsbury.
McGILLIVRAY - In 
loving memory of Ann, our 
daughter-in-law, taken from 
us on June 28, 2007.
Deep in our hearts you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Hamish and Pat.
McGILLIVRAY - In loving 
memory of Ann, sister-in-
law, taken from us on June 
28, 2007.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Isabel and Steve, Slough.
McKAY - Treasured 
memories of my dear son-
in-law, John, who died at 

on June 29, 1977, aged 35 
years. RIP.
Still loved and 
remembered.
Our Lady of Fatima pray for 
him.
- Inserted by his loving 
mother-in-law, 8 Grange 
Road.

McMILLAN - In memory 
of my father James, who 
passed away on  June 23, 
2008 and my mother Morag 
who passed away April 28, 
2000.
In my heart you will always 
stay
Loved and remembered 
every day
- Inserted by Kate, Islay.
QUINN - Treasured 
memories of Flora, a much 
loved mum and nana, who 
died June 22, 2008.
Deep in our hearts you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- James, Teeny and family.
STEWART - In loving 
memory of a dear mother 
and granny, Nan, who died 
June 25, 2002.
Gone are the days we used 
to share
But in our hearts you are 
always there.
- Catherine, Kenneth, 
Margaret and families.

DAVIDSON - 
McLACHLAN

Both families are delighted 
to announce the engagement 
of Iain, elder son of David 
and Ann, North Connel, to 
Katrina, younger daughter 

of Jackie and Kathleen, 
Exnavoe, Virkie, Shetland.

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 28 June 2009

Trinity 3
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ........ 08.00
Choral Mattins ............. 10.15

Sunday School picnic
No Eucharist at 11.30

Ordination 13:30
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Norman MacCallum, 
Provost

(01631) 562323
St James, Ardbrecknish,

Cladich
Mattins ......................11.00

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ..........08.00
Evensong ..................20.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 28 June 2009
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

OBAN ELIM
Pentecostal

Church
Worship Meeting
Saturdays 6.00pm

Guide Hall
Soroba Road

Oban
01631 570485

Everybody Welcome

LOCHABER 
SPIRITUALIST 

CENTRE, 
FORT WILLIAM

Date of next meeting
Tuesday 30th June

In Caol Community Centre
Visiting medium 

Tommy Goodwin
Doors open 7pm

Commences 7.30pm
All welcome

For further information contact 
Theresa 01397 722312

Janet 07840 455037

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday 28th June
Skippinish Ceilidh 

House
10am

All Welcome
Telephone

07876 735 794
www.lorncf.org.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS

Blessings to all creatures great and small
THE VICAR of Dibley was nowhere in sight for a 
Pet’s Service of Blessing held at McCaig’s Tower– 

purr-fect success.
The service, led by the Rev Bill Gray, was the 

idea of Argyll Animal Aid the charity that rescues 
and re-homes animals from Argyll and the islands. 
Organisers wanted to follow in the footsteps of St 
Francis of Assisi and hold a special service of blessing 
for man’s best friend – dog, cat, sheep or hamster.

Pat of Small Paws Cattery said: ‘We didn’t know 
how many people would come along, so we are 
really pleased that about 20 people turned up today. 
Animals are as important as friends to many people 
and this service allows our pets the recognition that 
they deserve.

‘All the animals have behaved themselves.’
The Rev Gray was also pleased with the turnout. 

He said: ‘Pets, from Labradors to hamsters, have 
turned out for the blessing and I think we can see that 
there is a real need for animals and their lives and 
friendships to be celebrated.’

Five-year-old Fergus Richie was delighted that his 
hamster, Blackie, was able to have a blessing. He 

The congregration of animals that made it to McCaig’s Tower for a service of blessing. 15_t26blessing03

The Rev Bill Gray shakes a paw with a young lab pup. 15_t26blessing02

said: ‘I just got Blackie and he is a really good friend to me – so I wanted to 
bring him along today so he could get a blessing.’

Married on May 8 1959 in Knightswood, Glasgow, 
Ken and Ann Macleod of Dorus Uaine, 

Blackcrofts, North Connel, celebrated their golden
 wedding anniversary with a family party,

 surrounded by their children, Gordon, Bobby, 
Eleanor, Sheila and Jennifer, their spouses and 
13 grandchildren. The party was held in Alva, 

Clackmannanshire at the home of Gordon. Ken 
and Ann, nee Gillon, met working for the GPO in 
Glasgow and moved to North Connel in the 1970s. 
Ken retired from British Telecom in 1994 and Ann 

soon after from the Forestry Commission.

Golden celebrations

Four decades with Oban 
supermarkets
AN OBAN man recently celebrated 
40 years’ working in supermarkets in 
the town.

Brian Lintott of Bayview Road, 
joined William Low’s when it was 
based in Argyll Square in 1969 and 
was there when it moved to the former 
cattle mart at Lochavullin in 1983.

Brian, aged 55, was there again 
when the old store was demolished 
and a new Tesco superstore opened on 
the present site in 1997.

As did many people in those days, 
Brian turned his hand to a number of 
different jobs in Wm Low, working in 
the back store and on the delicatessen 
counter before working his way up to 

In recent years Brian has had to cut 
back his hours because of ill health 
and has since been in charge of papers 
and magazines, being responsible for 

day.
‘The biggest change has been that 

there is a lot more technology involved 
these days,’ said Brian, ‘especially in 
the store, with the recycling of heating 
and everything being more ‘green’.’

Brian has seen six managers come 
and go since he started 40 years ago.

To celebrate Brian’s employment 
achievement, Tesco gave him 

executive Sir Terry Leahy, vouchers 
which he used to purchase a digital 
camera and a camcorder and £300 to 
go out and celebrate with his family 
and friends.

His colleagues gave him a new 
pair of braces, to go with the new 
uniform, a photo of Oban during a 
thunderstorm, a tiepin and an old Wm 
Low plastic bag!

Brian Lintott with some of his colleagues at Oban’s Tesco and the photo of 
Oban they gave him. 07_t24brian01

A BOOK published by 
Kininver and Kilmelford 
Churches is proving a 
bit hit with locals.

The book outlines 
the history of the two 
churches that were 

century.
Records in the book 

show that numbers in 
the congregation have 
changed very little over 
the past 250 years.

Costing £3.50 the 
books have been selling 
well. Anyone who 
would like to buy a 
copy should contact a 
member of the church.

Churches
book
proving
a hit with 
locals

TOROSAY Castle on Mull unveiled 
the latest addition to their already 
spectacular gardens last week – the 

To celebrate Homecoming Scotland 
2009, Torosay has planted more than 
1,000 blue and white pansies in the 
shape of the infamous St Andrews 
cross.

Jim Mather MSP, Scottish minister 
for enterprise, energy and tourism, 

said: ‘I am sure that this latest addition 

be welcomed by visitors.’
Open

Torosay is open daily from 10:30am 
– 5pm from April 1 to October 31. 

browsing the gardens however the 
optimum view is from above, from the 

of the castle. 

Flower saltire in full bloom at Torosay
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Shinty
fixtures

Shinty

Shinty

Shinty
Scottish Hydro

Camanachd Cup
Oban Camanachd 0

Kyles Athletic 3

OBAN Camanachd’s dreams 
of winning a Scottish Cup 
Final on their home turf were 
left in tatters on Saturday 
evening as Kyles Athletic 

against Kingussie following 
a second-half performance at 

simply could not match.
The home side enjoyed 

the best of the opening 
20 minutes and although 
Camanachd keeper Gavin 
Stobbart made a good stop to 
deny Duncan Kerr, the best 

fell to the Oban forwards 
in the 22nd minute but they 
conspired to get in each 
others road and the chance 
was lost. Pacy, passing shinty 
from both teams produced an 

being broken one minute 
from the interval whistle 
when Fraser MacDonald’s 

shot from the left evaded 
Stobbart’s reach.

Camanachd had a chance 
to get back on level terms 
within the opening minute of 
the second period but Kyles’ 
keeper Kenny MacDonald 
turned Craig MacMillan’s 
effort around the post for a 
corner.

Kyles snatched a second 

David Martin found space to 

the cup tie was effectively 
over within another minute 
when Kerr’s pace created 
problems on the left, with his 
cross ball being slipped from 

Martin to MacDonald who 
hammered the ball home.

One minute later, with the 
roof threatening to collapse 
on the home side, Kerr racing 
free again but clipping his 

struggling to keep the 
ball off their overworked 
defence, Stobbart made 
several important saves as 
Kyles kept up the pressure 
and looked keen to add to 
their tally.

Although the home side 
made several changes in a 
late effort to salvage the tie, 

to trouble a young Kyles side 
which revelled in the wide 

Park - they will hope that 
the same venue is selected 

Kingussie - but would settle 
for the same result on any 
turf.

Kyles grab their 
chance of top 
cup glory

Oban’s Camanachd Cup dream is over

David Martin gets full power on the shot for Kyles’ second goal 
Picture - John MacTavish

Fraser MacDonald lashes home Kyles’ third goal 
Picture - John MacTavish

GLENURQUHART must 
have received a boost from 
receiving their club of the 
year award earlier in the day 
as they went on to win the 
Clash of the Camans trophy 
after a full day of shinty 
action at the revamped event 
at An Aird, Fort William on 
Saturday.

was broadcasted live on 
television saw Glenurquhart, 
who had defeated Inveraray 

who had knocked out Fort 

Against the odds, 
Glenurquhart defeated  
a barely recognisable 
Kingussie line-up 2-0 with 
goals from Neale Reid and 
Billy Urquhart.

In the Marine Harvest 

Camanachd overcame Fort 
William seconds 3-2 with 
Dugald Rankin getting two 
goals for Skye and Sorley 
MacDonald adding a third. 
Josh MacGhee and Victor 
Smith both netted for Fort 
William.

In the ladies match, 
Glengarry defeated Tir 

ladies trophy.
The event also included 

the presentation of awards 
including player of the year 
and coach of the year.

This year’s player of the 
year was John MacDonald of 
Fort William, outstanding in 
last year’s Camanachd Cup 

year was Steven Morrison of 
Skye.

Coach of the year was 
Jimmy Gow of Kingussie, 
probably the most successful 
coach in shinty, whose team 

campaign unbeaten.
Jock Sneddon of Fort 

William won youth coach 

of the year was Mark 
MacDonald of Kinlochshiel 

year was Martin Bruce of 
Skye.

The award for volunteer 
of the year went to David 
Hamilton of Oban following 
his long association with 
Oban Celtic and the 
Macaulay Association.

The award for youth 
and skills was won by 
Ballachulish player John 
McGilp while the referee of 
the year award was presented 
to Ronnie Campbell of Fort 
William.

There was also a special 
award for shinty legend 
Ronald Ross in recognition 
of his amazing feat of scoring 

Glenurquhart
win clash of 
the camans

RESULTS
Marine Harvest 
Clash of the Camans Semi Final
Lochside Rovers  0  Skye 3; Fort William 
2nd’s 3 Kilmallie 2nd’s 0; Glenurquhart 

Clash of the Camans Junior Final
Skye 3  Fort William 2nd’s 2
Clash of the Camans Ladies Match

Clash of the Camans Senior Final
Kingussie 0 Glenurquhart 2

Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup 
3rd Round
Oban Camanachd  0 Kyles Athletic 3

Glasgow Celtic Society 
Cup Final
Oban Camanachd v Inveraray
Graham Cameron

at Old Anniesland, Glasgow  
MacPhee & Partners 
Macaulay Cup 1st Round
Newtonmore v Ft William  
Charles Young
Balliemore Cup 
Semi Final
Strathglass v Lovat  
Donald MacRae
Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division 
Glenurquhart v Bute  
Colin MacDonald
Kingussie v Lochaber  
Ron Kennedy  
Kyles Athletic v Glenorchy 
Duncan Kerr 
Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Caberfeidh v Inverness  
Calum Duff
Lochcarron v Beauly  
Graham Irving
Skye v Kinlochsheil  
Derek Cameron
Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Ballachulish v Tayforth  
Ted McDonald     
Marine Harvest 
North Division 2 
Caberfeidh v Kilmallie   
Laurie Skuodas   
Fort William v Glenurquhart 
Billy Wotherspoon   
Glengarry v Lovat  
Daniel MacRae
Kinlochsheil v Skye   
Ronnie Campbell 
Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Aberdour v Strachur  
Euan Pearson
Ballachulish v Kyles 

Bute v Col Glen  
Dougie Cameron   
Taynuilt  v Glenorchy  
Jim Innes
Marine Harvest 
North Division 3
Beauly v Lochbroom 
Boleskine v Ardnamurchan 
Jock Matheson 
Inverness v Aberdeen Uni 
Russell Ross  
Lochaber v Strathglass  
John Sloggie
Lochcarron v Kincraig   

Alan Sutherland, managing director of Marine Harvest, presents the 
ladies festival trophy to Sarah Corrigal, captain of Glengarry.

Shinty’s all-time top scorer, Ronald 
Ross, receives a special award for 

scoring 1,000 goals from Camanachd 
Association president Duncan Cam-

eron. f26festival01

Action from the Marine Harvest Clash of 
the Camans match between Skye and Loch-

side Rovers which Skye won 3-0. f26festival06

Skye Camanachd took part in the Clash of the Camans at Fort William.

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£950

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
 The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 
until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
 If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
 The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
 In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
 The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
 Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are: 
L Morrison, Donich View, Lochgoilhead and J Matheson, Ichrachan, Taynuilt
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Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by 
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Sunny intervals expected during the day but heavy 
showers overnight. Winds light east/south-easterly. 

Temperatures 12ºC to 21ºC
Friday

Again sunny intervals during the day and clear sky at 
night. Winds moderate easterly. 

Temperatures 14ºC to 21ºC. 
Weekend Outlook 

Sunny intervals followed by light rain in the evening. 
Winds moderate easterly. 

Temperatures 16ºC to 20ºC.
Ferry Crossings/Sea States

Oban to Barra/South Uist - Calm
Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above

Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, June 25, 2009

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
 Date  am    pm
Thur 01.29 0.6 07.24 3.7 13.32 0.4 19.36 4.0
Fri 02.19 0.7 08.10 3.6 14.10 0.5 20.22 3.9                 
Sat 03.09 0.8 08.57 3.4 15.08 0.6 21.09 3.7
Sun 04.00 1.0 09.47 3.2 15.58 0.8 21.59 3.5
Mon 04.53 1.2 10.44 3.1 16.51 1.0 22.54 3.2
Tues 05.52 1.4 11.53 2.9 17.47 1.3 **.** *.*
Wed 00.01 3.0 06.57 1.6 13.08 2.9 18.50 1.5
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

League success doesn’t come in single measures at Oban Saints Youth Football Club and its Under 13 and Under 14 teams have the silverware 
to prove it. Under 13s captain David Beaton, front left, Under 14s captain Chris McMillan, front right, and their team mates got together at 
Oban’s Community Football Pitch to show off their Dumbarton Development Football League trophies which they won after a hard fought 

2008/2009 season. 16_t26cups01

Saints’ talented teens make it a league double

Kilmarnock win AMP tournament
THE ANNUAL under 12 
youth football tournament 
organised by Oban Saints 
and sponsored by AMP 
Electrical Services took 

 Taking part were Scottish 
Premier Division clubs 

Motherwell and Hamilton 
Accies along with Highland 
League side Fort William 
and hosts Oban Saints.
 Kilmarnock won against 
Fort William in their last 
game to take the title ahead 

of Aberdeen and Hamilton.

Fort William sixth. At the 
end of a great day’s football 
by some of Scotland’s 

Oban Saints secretary David 
Buchanan thanked all the 
teams for coming as well 
as the four referees - David 

Kevin Summers and 
Duncan MacKinnon - before 
introducing Argyll and Bute 

and former Kilmarnock 
player Dylan Kerr who 
handed over the prizes.
 Best player in each team: 
Aberdeen - Matthew 
Wallace; Hamilton Accies 
- Craig Quinn; Motherwell - 
Jamie McCart; Fort William 
- John Treasurer; Oban 
Saints - Calum MacLean. 
Player of the Tournament - 

 Oban Saints captain Jamie 
Easton then presented 
sponsor Angus MacPhee 
with a bottle of whisky.

The victorious Kilmarnock under 12 squad celebrate their win in Oban last 
Saturday.

Football

TALENTED pupils from 
across Argyll and Bute 
battled it out last week in 
the area’s inaugural Schools’ 
Golf Championship.

The event was staged 
as part of the 2009 

and organised in partnership 
with Clubgolf.

Festivals for primary 
schools have been taking 
place over Argyll and Bute 
over the past month. This 
has attracted hundreds of 
children to the sport and 
is encouraging them to 

holidays activity.
The Secondary Schools 

Golf Championships – a 
natural progression from 
the Clubgolf programme 
– allows older students to 
compete against others in 
Argyll and Bute.

All of the 10 secondary 

the prestigious Machrihanish 
Golf Club. 

Argyll and Bute’s 

said that the event was a 
huge success. 

these championships have 

extremely positive feedback 
from both organisers and 

‘We have some very 

it’s fantastic that they are 
now being given the chance 
not just to test their skills 

getting to know each other.’

Hermitage Academy came 

Academy and Oban High 
School.

Golf

New Argyll 
cup makes 
the cut

THE OBAN Express Primary 
Football League again took 

Oban High School with the 
seniors completing their 
Summer League programme 
and the Juniors taking part in 
their Champions league and 
UEFA Cup tournaments.

Lochgilphead Tigers secured 
the title with a hard fought 0-
0 draw with the Cobras then 
went on to defeat Spartans 2-
0 to end their day on a high.

 Lochnell continue their 
good form with a win over 
Stoddy Boys and Panthers 
leapfrogged Cobras into 
third by defeating Saints.

with three impressive wins 
on the bounce and faced 

with literally the last kick 

tie against against Thistle.
Saints Boys and 

Benderloch squared up for 

match came to life in the 
second when Martin Rennie 
put the Saints in front.

Stuart McAllister 
equalised late in the game 
with an unstoppable free 
kick then when the match 
looked to be heading for 
penalties Lewis Buchanan 
latched onto a loose ball in 

winner for Saints.

younger Saints counterparts 

with three straight wins and 

most noteably two volleys 
from Ewan Logan for the 
under 8’s.

Lochgilphead Tigers take senior award
Football

and Simon Lawrence.

Bain that secured the win for 
the Under 8’s to complete a 
perfect day for Oban Saints.

 Argyll and Bute Football 

Kerr was on hand to run his 
eye over the players and to 

handing out winners medals 
and trophys to the winning 
teams.

Dylan also presented the 
player of the year trophy to 
Craig Easton and a fair play 
award to joint winners Oban 
Galaxy and K-Oz.

 The seniors take part 
in their own Champions 
League and UEFA cup next 
week at the same venue.

BEACH rugby went down a 

enjoyed a day of competitive 

strong crowd.
There were 32 teams 

front of the White Hart Hotel 
on June 13. 

Simon Coughlin said: ‘The 
sand is such a great leveller.

‘A number of Premier One 
players said these games 

they had experienced.’
The winner of the Laddie 

Cup was the Black Bottle 

Loch Lomond 9-4 in the 

Cartha Queens Park 7-1.

won by Kilchoman and the 
bowl by Trinity Muir.

and Tobermory met in Oban 

the annual Old Mull Shield 
and it was the mainlanders 
who will take a three-point 
lead into the seond leg. 

Many old friends and foes 

there will be surgery required 
to remove the smile from 
Davie Fraser’s face after 
he and Malcolm McKillop 
beat Graham Davidson and 

comprehensive of Oban’s 
victories over their rivals. 

Oban take a healthy 4 ½  
- 1 ½ lead to Tobermory in 
August.

Golf

Oban leads Old Mull Shield

Result: G Chalmers & Mike 
Campbell bt J MacMillan & S 
Holland 4&3; A Cowe & W Hume 
lost to S Bratton & M Tait 4&3; 
J Weir & P Langhorn lost to C 

G Brown & J Cowe v A Ward 
& S Clarke halved match; DA 

N MacDougall & E Deverill 6&4; 
Graham Davidson & J Wilshire lost 
to D Fraser & M McKillop 6&5.

section played a Stableford 
competition for the Glenys 
Clegg Trophy. Winner was 

in third place was Margaret 

Beach rugby 
watched by 2,000

Rugby

Tennis comes to 
Oban

Tennis
THE WEST Highland Tennis 
Championships this weekend 
will serve up competitions 

the main competitions next 
weekend.

This Saturday sees the 
gents derby – singles and 
doubles matches for local 
gents – starting at 10am.

The following day is the 
veteran’s competition for 

played as doubles.
There will be various 

evening events throughout 

main gents and ladies open 

featuring some of the best 
players in Scotland and an 
American touring party.

Golf round-up
Taynuilt Golf Club – 3 Man Team Stableford: The 
Taynuilt team of Kenneth and John MacGregor and Ashley 
Dowell were winners with total points of 112 (bih). Billy & 
Scott Ferguson with R Glasgow from Blairmore & Strone 

Mark Cringean  came third with 105 points.

Gordon the Nearest the Pin and Andy Ward the winner of 

Dalmally Golf Club Results - Ladies Section and Seniors 
Open:

June Sutherland (28); Spring Meeting 9 holes (May 4) 1 Janet Buchanan 

Coronation Foursomes (May 17) – 1 Ann Colthart & Janet Buchanan 

Anthea Cleaver (31); Club Championship R1 (May 25) – 1 Lucy McNulty 

Ann Colthart (90-19=71); Seniors Open (May 20) Ladies Category A – 1 

Castle (34).

Glencruitten funds 
day

Golf

Glencruitten Funds Day take 
place with teams of four 
playing.

Last Saturday 78 golfers 
competed for the Ginty 
Trophy. Winner was Terry 
McNair with a nett score of 
60 and a better inward half 
over Eric Deverill and John 
MacMillan.

ARGYLL orienteering 
club Ecko had a strong 
showing at the Scottish 
Championships at Balavil 
and Dunachtonmore. 

Gill Berrow and Kate 

their respective classes with 
Callum Hunter achieving 
third in the under-10 boys. 

Finlay Walton won the 
mens under-18s and then 
went on to achieve second 
place along with Andy Dale 
and Fiona Berrow in the 
relay event. EckO had six 
relay teams running and 
achieved a further 2nd place 

Berrow and Lynne Walker 
running as a team while the 

managed a good position.

Orienteering

Shaun’s sprint 

Rally
CONNEL’S Shaun Sinclair 

victory in Scottish events at 
the Stravaigers Lodge Fort 
Augustus Gravel Sprint.

of rallying and he thanked his 
sponsors for their support.

The next outing for Shaun 

Scottish Championship in 
Dumfries this Saturday.

TWO Tarbert members of the 
Lochgilphead Kyokushinkai 
Karate Club had great results 
at a recent national junior 
championship in London.

Katie Macdonald came 

second in the girls’ section 
and Niall Timmins came a 
very commendable fourth in 
the boys’.

Karate

Rangers winners

the Rangers Soccer School 
at Oban High School are 

Oban.
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