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Memorial Benches,

Benches, Picnic Tables, 

Fencing, Decking and Much More

View the Whole Range Online

A Tough Dependable and 
Sustainable Solution

Marine Resource Centre 
Baracaldine, By Oban, PA37 ISE

Police plea for crash cash
POLICE in Oban are applying 
for funding to bring 3D imaging 
equipment to the town in a bid to 
reduce the time roads are closed 
after  major crashes, writes Euan 
Paterson.

Currently local police must wait 
for crash scene investigators to ar-
rive from Glasgow to survey crash 
sites, resulting in long delays before 
roads are reopened to the public.

Chief Inspector Marlene Baillie, 
area commander for Oban, said the 
move to obtain a scanner, or similar 
device, within the Oban area was in 
response to public concerns about 
the length of time taken to survey 
crash sites. The move comes just 

three weeks after a fatal road crash 
closed the A85 at Pennyfuir for 
eight hours, causing the back roads 
in and out of Oban to gridlock.

The £50,000 scanner gives a vir-
tual image to speed up the examina-
tion and clear-up of crash sites.

They record a million points per 
second while rotating 360 degrees 

to view the scene from any angle.
Transport Minister Keith Brown 

last week announced cameras would 
be rolled out across Scotland in the 
coming weeks but Chief Inspector 
Baillie is keen to have one available 

‘We are presently looking at the 

of technical devices, including 3D 
cameras, that would assist us in the 
investigation of road crashes.’

Meanwhile, a new Argyll road po-
licing unit is expected to be formed 
by the end of the month.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell has long been an advocate 
for 3D scanners in his constituency 
and welcomed the Scottish Govern-
ment announcement.

the equipment was being used in 
other countries for recording details 
of accident locations I wrote to 
the transport minister in 2011. I 
have continued to pursue the issue 

with him since. In a place such as 
Argyll, where there are often no 
easily accessible alternative routes, 
this technology will be not only be 
welcome but will also bring clear 

Following the fatal crash three 
weeks ago that claimed the life of 
Catherine St Jean, there have been 
calls to address driver apathy, as 
well as the length of time taken to 
survey the crash scene.

Catherine’s friend Andy Elkerton 
told The Oban Times that he was 

accepted serious road accidents as 
part of the ‘silly season’ and called 
for a change of attitude.

Alarm raised for 
missing Jeannie

GROWING CONCERNS:    
Jeannie McCrae 

CONCERNS are growing for 
a vulnerable 15-year-old girl 
who went missing in Oban on 
Monday evening.

An extensive helicopter and 
door-to-door search for Jeannie 
McCrae have, as The Oban 
Times went to press, been unsuc-

Jeannie was due to return home 
at 8pm on Monday but failed to 
and was last seen at 7pm. 

Jeannie is described as of me-
dium build, white, Scottish, 5ft 
4ins tall with shoulder-length, 
dyed dark-purple hair. 

She was last seen wearing black 
trousers, a white top and black 
and white baseball-style boots. 
Jeannie is from Lochgilphead, 
but currently lives in Oban.

Inspector Julie McLeish, of 
Oban police station, praised the 
public for their help so far.

potential value and we thank 
the community for assisting us 
with our enquiries. Extensive 
searches have taken place since 
Jeannie was reported missing on 
Monday night, however, we have 
not been able to trace her, and we 
are now growing increasingly 
concerned for her wellbeing. 

‘I would urge anyone who has 
seen Jeannie since Monday or 
has any knowledge of her where-
abouts to contact Oban police 

101.’
Inspector McLeish said police 

were following a number of 
leads both in Oban and outside 
the area and they were also 
working in co-operation with 
other agencies.

Parking the problem

IT’S the sight that strikes fear into the hearts of residents and visitors alike as they search 

Monday, after a short settling in period from Argyll and Bute council. A spokesman for the 
council said: ‘From now on, any vehicle breaking parking regulations will be issued with a 

Premier eye up 
Oban location
THE UK’s biggest hotel group 
is targeting Oban as a lucrative 
location for its budget-priced 
accommodation business and is 
currently looking at a number 
of buildings in the town, writes 
Louise Lee.

The Oban Times understands 
that Harbour Bowl, on Shore 
Street, is a potential site for Pre-
mier Inn, but the company was 

location. 
A spokesman for Premier 

Inn said it was looking at a 

at this stage, however Oban is a 
target location for the business.’
The news was welcomed by 
tourism business and organisa-
tions.

Loch Melfort Hotel’s Calum 
Ross welcomed the possible 
move, believing a national hotel 
brand will help to grow business 
in the town. 

would be a target location for a 
big operator - the west coast is a 
wonderful place. 

‘Why would you want to be 
anywhere else?’

Calum, who is the vice-chair-
man of Oban and Lorn Tourism 

‘There are a certain group of 
consumers who choose on the 
basis of brands that they know 
and are comfortable with. 

‘Brands often have a loyal fol-
lowing and if people want to stay 
in, or eat in that type of product, 
they are likely to make a trip to 
do so. It is unlikely that some of 
the customers who are attracted 
to Premier Inn would come to 
Oban otherwise.

‘The example of Wetherspoons 
in Oban is one of success. People 
have a new place in town to eat 
out - but they are still sleeping, 
drinking and eating in other 
parts of the town.’ 

It is understood that the 
Wetherspoons in the town is the 
fourth biggest grossing outlet in 

Scotland. The news about the 
Premier Inn’s potential move 
to Oban comes on the back of 
a planning application by Costa 
Coffee. Both companies are 
owned by Whitbread. 

Paul Nicholls, of Oban prop-
erty land and estate agents Bell 
Ingram, argued the town should 
be more receptive and welcom-
ing to offers from national 
chains.

foremost if we want the town to 
thrive we have to be welcoming. 

decline in our towns and not 

to come to town. 
‘Otherwise we will have many 

empty units in the town - nobody 

wants to come here and see that.
‘Oban is the same distance 

from Edinburgh as Newcastle. 
Newcastle has a population of 
more than 1million people. 

‘For any national business 
looking at both areas and having 

to see who they might choose.
‘Argyll and Bute council have 

been very good in encouraging 
the Tax Incremental Financing 
(TIF) which will undoubtedly 
encourage more and more busi-
nesses to come to this part of the 
world.

‘I have many operators who 
are now interested in coming 
to the town, but until we have 
shown that we are going to make 
progress they won’t commit. The 

multi-million investment in TIF 
will drive business to the town.’

David Adams McGilp, re-
gional director of VisitScotland, 

environment in which the visitor 
economy can thrive and be suc-
cessful.

‘Any new addition to a town’s 
tourism creates interest, and 
with that, it can bring a new type 
of tourist to the town, alongside 
those visitors who already visit 
the area.

‘In turn, this allows people to 
visit and spend time, in places 
such as Oban, that will give 
them the opportunity to make 
purchases in shops, enjoy attrac-
tions and activities and spend 
time in bars and restaurants.’

LEADING HOTEL GROUP POISED TO MAKE A MOVE

TARGET: Oban’s disused Harbour Bowl building has become the centre of attention. 
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Mull Lines

ARGYLL Brownie birthday 
celebrations were enjoyed by 
more than 300 Brownies and 
leaders at Duart Castle on 
June 1.

Brownie Guides from the 

to attend any of the national 
celebrations being held this 
year because of the distances 
to travel, so the youngsters 

THE TIDY up of a memorial 
to a famous Gaelic composer 
will be music to the ears of 
fans of his work.

Late-night party favourite 
An t-Eilean Muileach 
was composed by Dugald 
MacPhail who was born in 
Argyll and Bute in 1840. 
Shortly after his death a 
memorial to his name was 
constructed but was recently 
discovered to have fallen into 
some disrepair.  

That was until Councillor 
Alistair MacDougall, of 
Bunessan, decided to take the 
matter into his own hands.

The memorial stands at 
Lochbuie cross roads and 
over the years had become 
overgrown with trees. 

The subject was initially 
raised at Mull Community 
Council and Councillor 
Alistair MacDougall decided 
to follow this up resulting in 
the two estate owners Chris 
James and Benmore Estate 
willingly giving permission 
to remove the offending trees
with a condition that these are 
removed by someone with the 

MULL Musical Minds had 
a great trip to Perth for the 
Scottish Care Accolades and 

‘Working with Communities’ 
section. 

Unfortunately the group did 
not secure the main prize but 

but successful project based 
on Mull. 

The group was competing 
with projects from all over 

PIRATES of all ages will be made very welcome at this year’s 
lifeboat day in Tobermory. 

Lifeboat day, on Sunday August17, is the highlight of 
Tobermory Royal National Lifeboat Institution’s calendar and 
this year there will be a pirate theme to the day. 

In addition to a variety of stalls and games, there will be a 
pirate’s parade for the under 13s and a pirate-themed raft race. 

Everyone will be able to look around Tobermory’s Severn 
class lifeboat, Elizabeth Fairlie Ramsey, and meet her volunteer 
crew. 

There will also be a helicopter exercise in the bay with the 
Royal Navy’s search and rescue helicopter, Rescue 177, from 
Prestwick.

There are many exciting prizes up for grabs in the Lifeboat 

the west coast with the award-winning Majestic Line. 

Seafare.
Anyone wishing to book a stall should contact the Tobermory 

RNLI Fundraising Branch Secretary Elaine Crane on 01688 
400685 or email eiwilk@btinternet.com or branch Chair 

co.uk.

A LIGHT aircraft that had gone missing on its way to Glenforsa 

A Frenchman is believed to have been in the plane as it at-

A police spokesman said: ‘No one is believed to have been 
injured.’

threw a party of their own on 
the Isle of Mull to mark the 
special anniversary.

units in Argyll took part in a 
range of exciting activities, 
including working with 
drumming group Drumfun 
who had everyone drumming 
together as a truly memorable 

Mull Musical Minds group enjoyed a night in Perth despite not 
coming home with the top prize in the care accolades. 

Scotland. In some cases the 
projects were partnerships 
between local authorities and 
health boards so the Mull 
group was punching above its 
weight for Mull and Iona.

The group thanked 
partners Alzheimer Scotland 
- Helensburgh Dementia 
Resource Centre; Mary 
MacAllister, Elizabeth Jack, 
singing leader, and Wilma, 
Lorraine and Maureen.

Councillor Alistair 
MacDougall managed to 
get agreement to tidy up 
an ancient memorial to 

composer Dugald MacPhail. 
The photograph was taken 

prior to the tidy up. 

Forest Enterprise stepped 
in and offered to remove 
the trees free of charge as a 
contribution to supporting the 
community.

Councillor MacDougall said: 
‘Thanks to the co-operation 
between businesses a lot has 
been achieved.’

OBAN needs to clean up its act say 
residents and visitors - but Argyll and 
Bute Council says it is everyone’s 
responsibility to keep  the streets tidy.

Complaints about the state of Oban 
are being made in person and online 
to The Oban Times with some people 
suggesting that a lack of council staff is 
the problem.

An Oban Times reader recently found 
a funeral urn on the beach which was 
brought to the attention to council 

someone’s last resting place on a town 
front beach - and no-one bothered to 
come and pick it up.’

in fact litter problems throughout the area 

areas, weeds on the street, clumsily 
placed A-boards and fencing blocking off 
areas on the Esplanade are making the 
town look as if no one cares about it.

One woman, who didn’t want to be 
named, said the litter and lack of attention 
was being ignored by everyone - including 
councillors, MSPs and MPs. 

She said: ‘It is a disgrace that no one has 
bothered to make a real effort to tidy up 
the town - what will visitors think? That 
we don’t care? That we are closed?’

Naveed Asghar, a visitor from Glasgow, 
said: ‘This is the worst place ever. You 
are greeted with rusty fences and algae 
ridden stone walls and no public seating 
on the promenade. 

‘The beach area hasn’t been cleaned 

in years with seaweed and debris knee 
deep.’

A spokesman for Argyll and Bute 
Council said it currently employees 15 
amenity services staff in the Oban, Lorn 
and the islands area. 

Save
He said: ‘The amenity savings model 

area through a rationalisation of work 
schedules, reductions in the number of 
amenity cuts and strim edging and the 

low maintenance. 
‘Going forward, the council is 

exploring the viability of securing 
contributions from private landowners 
for the maintenance of their land. This is 
something we currently do free of charge 

– a service which is unsustainable in the 

‘We are also exploring third sector 
opportunities with local organisations, 
groups and businesses as well as 
community councils and sports clubs 
where they can take ownership of 
a facility, perhaps with some initial 

‘This would free up some resources 
which the council could then redeploy in 
order to keep our public spaces maintained 
to the highest possible standard.

‘We need people to work with us to 
keep Argyll and Bute clean and tidy.’

Police Scotland in Oban have taken a 
more proactive approach and are working 

PC Andrew Simpson and Craig Callaghan, Argyll and Bute Council’s amenity enforcement officer from Helensburgh. 16_t24rubbish01  Inset: A funeral urn, intact with name 
and cremation date, are signs that the town is not being tidied up, say residents.

ONE OF the Islay whisky industry’s best-
known characters has marked 40 years at 
Bruichladdich Distillery.

Duncan McGillivray, who reached the 
milestone as the distillery hosted one of its 
busiest days ever at Feis Ile, was employed 

becoming an engineer and then, in January 

Like most members of staff, Duncan was 
made redundant when the distillery closed 

later as distillery manager when it was 

To mark the occasion of Duncan’s 40th 
year with the company, colleagues, visitors 
and friends gathered in the shop to present 
him with a cake and a special bottling of 
Bruichladdich with a personalised label 
bearing a picture of him.

Bruichladdich master distiller Jim 
McEwan paid tribute to Duncan, an active 
member of Islay Motor Club, saying: 
‘Without Duncan’s knowledge, skills and 
determination, Bruichladdich simply could 
not have been brought back to life.’

Residents must play a 
part to keep town tidy

Duncan MacGillivray: Bruichladdich Distillery manager and 
member of Islay Motor Club. t24duncan01

THE HEAD teacher of 
Tobermory High School has said 
new school uniforms are only 
part of an ongoing ‘evaluation’ 
of the school.

Speaking at Argyll and Bute 
council’s Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles area committee rector 
Craig Biddock said had been in 
the Mull school for two years 
and changes being made were 
‘timely’, including to the school 
uniform.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
asked the head teacher if he had 
unlimited cash, how he would 
spend it. 

Mr Biddock said: ‘We would 
like more outdoor areas. The 

refurbishing inside and outside. 
‘I want the community to 

know that the school is open 
to everyone - but also that we 
mean business and that we are 
professional and smart. 

‘But we are not sitting waiting 
for a pot of cash to come in. It is 
not about being helpless. I want 
to be solution-focused and be 
part of the community.’

OIL AND gas on the west coast 
is not being exploited because of 
nuclear submarine movements 
in the area, a former MP has 
claimed.

The claim of an ‘untapped’ 
source of oil came on the back of 
a prolonged visit to Oban Bay by 
one of the biggest oil tycoons in 
the world Jim Ratcliffe.

David Lambie, a retired 
Scottish Labour politician for 
Central Ayrshire, said: ‘The oil 
is still there, it must be there.’

says the Ministry of Defence 
(MOD) has tried to cover up 

the west coast and Scotland has 
missed out.

Mr Lambie told Russian news 
agency, RIA Novosti, that he 
was leaked information about an 
‘untapped oil source’ by a senior 
Tory minister as the country 
was developing the east coast of 
Scotland.

Mr Lambie said: ‘The Tory MP 

A spokesman for Mr Ratcliffe 
said he was not in the area to look 

He said: ‘No, far less 
interesting. Mr Ratcliffe was in 
Oban simply on a personal visit. 
He also took part in the Scottish 
Etap cycle race.’

High school 
means
business

West coast 
oil and gas 
questions

Duncan toasts 
40 years at 
Bruichladdich
Distillery

AN EXPLORER and his teenage son are set to paddle from 
Fort William to Inverness in a collapsible canoe. 

Craig Mathieson, 45, and 15-year-old Jake will embark on 

kit, which can be dismantled and carried in a rucksack.
The intrepid adventurers from West Lothian expect the 

the Caledonian Canal and Loch Ness for eight hours a day, 
camping along the way.

to teach his son about the dedication required for this kind 
of expedition.

He said: ‘Jake is a pretty tough cookie. He wants to be an 
adventure guide and outdoor instructor so it’s important for 

him to experience some proper trips. He’s grown up with it 

hand both the pleasure and hard work involved. 

‘When you’re paddling constantly for eight hours, setting 
up camp, eating then going to bed early to start it all again 
the next morning there’s no time for teenage tantrums or 
going in a huff. It’ll be a great experience for him and it 
gives us some bonding time together.’ 

This will also form part of the former military man’s 
rigorous training as he prepares to lead 10 school pupils 
from North Lanarkshire on a 10-day expedition in Arctic 
Greenland next spring as part of his work with his charity 
Polar Academy which encourages young people to explore.

He added: ‘The Polar Academy is all about giving 
Scotland’s ‘invisible’ school pupils, those who otherwise just 
drift aimlessly through their school days, a way to discover 

both within and beyond the school gates.’

Craig and Jake Mathieson with their collapsible canoe. 

Intrepid father and son tackle 70-mile 
paddle challenge in collapsible canoe

FOUR cars have been damaged in Lochaber over 
the course of a week. 

In the early hours of Sunday June 15 white liquid 
was poured over a Vauxhall Vectra on Moss Road, 
Caol. On Saturday June 14 the rear windscreen of 
a Ford Focus was smashed on MacColl Terrace, 
Ballachulish. In Kinlochleven, a red Ford Focus 
was scratched at Lochaber Crescent. A Nissan Duke 
was also scratched while parked on Foyres Road 
in the village on Tuesday June 10. Anyone with 
information about these incidents should contact 
local police on 101 or the anonymous line on 0800 
555111. 

THREE kayaks were stolen from a 
trailer in Lochaber at the weekend. 

The blue, yellow and red items were 
taken from a trailer outside the Isles of 
Glencoe Hotel, Ballachulish, sometime 
between 4pm on Friday June 13 and 
3.50pm on Saturday June 14. Anyone 
with information about these incidents 
should contact local police on 101 or the 
anonymous line on 0800555111. 

Four cars damaged in Lochaber

Three kayaks stolen 

Got a story 
for The Oban 
Times? Call 

01631 568000 
01397 703003

Available to new Plusnet Business customers who sign up to a 24 month contract and take Plusnet Business Broadband and line rental. For customers 
signing up by 10th July 2014 at www.plus.net/business or by calling Plusnet Business. If you are located in a low cost area you pay £3.00 a month for 
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‘Paradise’ lost over phone lines
TELECOMS giant BT has 
vowed to give desperate tenants 
of a newly-built housing estate 
connection to a landline phone 
after The Oban Times high-
lighted their plight, writes Euan 
Paterson.

The residents of West Highland 
Housing Association’s Marine 
Court, Dunbeg, have spoken 
of ‘trouble in paradise’, after 
waiting weeks to get a landline 
phone connection.

Most residents were handed the 
keys to their new family homes 
at the end of May but had been 
told a phone connection could 
not be made until July 15 at the 
earliest.

But following enquiries by 
The Oban Times this week, BT 
says it will make the network 
available by the end of tomorrow 
(Friday).

Shiona Campbell, who lives 
in number 17 with her partner 
Arlene and their 13-month-old 
daughter Alice, contacted BT at 
the beginning of May to inform 
them of her imminent move.

After getting the keys to their 
new home on May 29, the couple 
were told they could not get a 
landline connection until June 
19, a deadline further extended 
to the end of July. The delay also 
means they cannot connect to 
the internet, rendering Shiona’s 
BT Vision and internet banking 
useless.

Shiona, who has shares in BT, 
said: ‘I’ve been trying to get this 
organised since the beginning of 
May, but we were told it couldn’t 
happen until we moved in be-
cause the address wasn’t listed.

‘It has been a real worry 
because of Alice’s age. If 
something horrendous happened 
during the night I would have to 
run up the hill behind the house 
in my nightie to get a signal. 

‘I don’t understand why BT 
weren’t involved during the 
building.’

Describing the situation as 
‘trouble in paradise’, Shiona 
added: ‘I love everything else 

about the place: the house, our 
neighbours, there’s lots of room 
and it’s a beautiful setting. We 
were really blessed to be given 
this home.’

Emma Aitkenhead lives three 
doors up from Shiona and has 
two children, aged three and 
one, with another on the way in 
October. 

She said she had suffered simi-
lar delays, adding: ‘I was told 
before I moved that everything 
would be ready to go.’

West Highland Housing As-
sociation chief executive Lesley 
McInnes said phone lines were 
not put in before the houses were 
allocated because phone service 
providers required a named 
customer.

She called on tenants to report 
such delays in order to form a 
case to take to BT.

‘It’s a shame for people who 
feel frustrated when moving 
house because they can’t get an 
essential service, such as a land-
line, given the problems with 
mobile phone signal,’ she said.

Thirty-two of the 50 properties 
in Marine Court are currently 
occupied.

A spokesman for BT said the 
new network on site was to be 
completed on April 14 but cited 
‘unforeseen circumstances’ for 
the delay. He said on Tuesday: 
‘We were initially unable to 
begin the work as scheduled 
because other utilities were 
working on the site and subse-
quent delays related to sourcing 
cable-laying equipment and 

‘Our engineers will be on site 
on Thursday and we expect to 
complete the new network by 
close of play on Friday. 

‘Residents should contact their 
service providers to arrange for 
Openreach engineers to attend 
and provide service into their 
properties. 

‘We would like to apologise for 
the inconvenience and frustra-
tion this delay has caused to the 
residents.’

PARADISE REGAINED?  Marine  Court resident Shiona Campbell, with daughter Alice, has waited months for her phone line to be connected. BT says it will connect the 
lines in the Dumbeg estate tomorrow (Friday).

ISHBEL Banks is polishing the 
silverware ahead of the Oban 
and District Provincial Mòd, 
which starts tomorrow (Friday), 
writes Louise Lee.

Ishbel has been an ardent sup-
porter of the mòd for many years 
and has devoted countless hours 
and days in volunteering both 
locally and nationally for Gaelic 
orgnaisations.

that Ishbel will be attending 
without her husband, Robin 
Banks who died earlier this year 
at the age of 81. 

A former Argyll and Bute  
councillor and solicitor, Robin 
was a stalwart of the Gaelic 

movement at home and through-
out the UK and abroad. 

Ishbel said: ‘We have always 
had great fun at the mòd, and 
of course Robin was heavily in-
volved in the Gaelic traditions.

‘Robin was the president of the 
Oban and District Mòd for many 
years and he was on the An 
Commun Gaidhealach board.

‘He had a great team in his 

solicitors with Nan Black and 
Mari Campbell who supported 
him with the administration of 
both jobs.’

Ishbel was always keen on 
Gaelic, having been brought up 
in a Highland household, and 

at the age of 50 went back to 
Oban high school to study for a 

She said: ‘Once you get the 
hang of the mechanics of the 
language you can master it. It is 

Ishbel is the keeper of the 
adjudication at the Oban and 
national mods and therefore is 
in the know about who is taking 
part in events. 

Although Robin will not be 
with her this year, she will still 
be undertaking her role on the 
desk at the Royal National Mòd 
in Inverness - and people will be 
delighted to see her friendly face 
behind the counter.

Ishbel also volunteers in the 
Oban community charity shop, 
which is donating two thirds 

September  this year towards the 
running costs of Oban’s Royal 
National Mòd 2015.

District Provincial Mòd to take 
place since the Gaelic centre, 

Corran Halls, opened earlier 
this year. Adjudication sheets 
for Friday’s competitions will be 
available from the reception.

The Oban Provincial Mòd 
takes place on Friday June 20 
(juniors) and Saturday June 21 
(seniors).

Ishbel to set a shining example
POLISHED ACT: Ishbel Banks is shining up the silverware ahead of the Provincial Mod.                                                                                                     15_t25ishbel2

Council means business over Kilbowie fate
THE COUNCIL has strenuously 
rebutted a claim as nonsense 
that Argyll and Bute council is 
‘closed to business’.  

The accusation was made by 
Children’s book publisher Bom-
badil which failed in its bid to 
purchase the disused Kilbowie 
House in Oban. 

Bombadil spokeswoman, 
Marianne Rugard was speaking 
after the Oban, Lorn and the 
isles area committee said ‘no’ to 
the publisher. 

Kilbowie House, a 19th 
century mansion, was valued at 
£450,000 and has been on the 
market for almost four years.

Bombadil offered £2,100 with 
an economic development plan 

years - employing 14 people.

Ms Rugard said: ‘It is quite 
clear to me, and many others 
from outside Argyll and Bute, 
that Oban is closed for business.

‘We are  now in negotiation 
with Highland Council and 
Scottish Development Interna-

in Inverness. We were creating 
14 new jobs.

explained Ms Rugard, ‘was to 

building and the need for exten-
sive work to make it habitable’. 

MSP Michael Russell, Argyll 

depressing that despite the good 
will of many local councillors 
towards the idea of a new 
creative industries company 
being based in the town and the 

support of national agencies, in-

again the council’s deadly slow, 
deliberately bureaucratic and 

processes have defeated our 
elected representatives and the 
economic development agen-
cies.’

Councillor Iain Angus 
MacDonald said: ‘The elected 
members are excluded from the 
process in decision making. 

‘We have one option put in 
front of us and then we need to 
only look at that point. 

‘There is no possibility to 
discuss options available to us as 
members.

‘I think part of the problem is 
that people don’t realise just how 
important the creative industries 

are to Scotland. They are a real 
growth industry - but it is still in 
its infancy so it’s potential is as 
yet unknown.

‘I hope that there will be an 
opportunity to take another look 
at this.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute council said: ‘We are 
doing a great deal of work in 
Oban and the surrounding area 
to regenerate the local economy 
and attract investment. 

‘To suggest otherwise would be 
nonsense, and would be working 
against the interests of Oban. 

‘Argyll and Bute council is 
focused on securing solutions 
for buildings like Kilbowie 
House - solutions which bring 

community. 

‘The council is interested in of-
fers that bring more reward than 
risk and which can demonstrate 

offers which would have Oban’s 
long term interests at heart. 

‘Offers must demonstrate 
the means to turn proposals 
into sustainable action for the 

community. 
‘Any offers or proposals we 

receive are evaluated using a 
business case approach, seek-
ing independent advice where 
necessary. 

‘We welcome interest in 
Kilbowie House and will 
continue to seek sound, serious 
proposals that bring sustainable 

its people.’

Chuck a welly 
and throw a 
haggis for fun
LORNE Highland Games will welcome 

second event this Sunday in Oban.
The games, recognised as the young-

est in Scotland, are taking place in 

Organisers this year were delighted 
to announce that former Scottish and 
British Lions rugby star John Beattie 
will be the chieftain. 

John, who is now a popular broadcaster 
with BBC Scotland, will be joined at the 
games by STV weatherman Sean Batty, 
who is planning to take part in some of 
the competitions at the event.

There will be the ever-popular pro-
gramme of events at this year’s Lorne 
gathering: athletics, heavy weight 
events, children’s fun, Highland danc-
ing, sports games, a piping competition 
and a dog show. 

But it will be the throwing of the hag-
gis and the chucking of the welly that 
are likely to be the most hotly contested 
events.

Duncan MacIntyre of Adfern, who is 
one of the organisers of the games, said: 
‘We are looking forward to a great day 
for all the family this Sunday.

‘People should come along with the 
whole family, including the dog to take 
part in this traditional games with a 
twist.’

ONE in every four social 
housing applications for help 
to pay for extra charges under  
‘bedroom tax’ legislation have 
been turned down, the chief 
executive of Argyll Com-
munity Housing Association 
(ACHA) has told councillors.

Giving his annual presenta-
tion to Argyll and Bute 
councillors, ACHA boss 
Alastair MacGregor said that 
454 applications were made 
to the discretionary housing 
payments fund, yet only 72 per 
cent were successful. 

Mr MacGregor said that 493 
of ACHA tenants were affected 
by the ‘bedroom tax’. 

He said government legisla-

burden on tenants living in 
properties with more bedrooms 
than needed for occupancy.

He revealed that since the 
introduction of the extra pay-
ment last year, 385 ACHA 
tenants have arrears of up to 
£250.

The total arrears related di-
rectly to the bedroom tax cur-
rently stands at £100,796.77.

Mr MacGregor continued: 
‘The association continues 
to mitigate the effects of the 
bedroom tax by offering house 
transfers and support to make 
claims to the discretionary 
housing payments fund.

‘Evidence is that come 
tenants are not moving to 
alternative accommodation 
because discretionary housing 
payment applications have 
been successful this year.’

One tenant from north 
Argyll, who did not want to be 
named, said she was frustrated 
that the system didn’t recog-
nise the complexities of caring 
for a spouse.

She said: ‘I have been caring 
for my husband who has been 
ill for many years. There is no 
way we could go back to shar-
ing a bedroom - and yet I am 
being penalised for that.’

The woman, who is not a 
tenant of ACHA, says she is 
in arrears of almost £400. She 
continued: ‘It is either paying 
for fuel or an extra bedroom. 
My husband is an invalid, 

Arrears rise as  
bedroom tax 
hits families

MORE affordable homes for 
Oban, Lorn and the isles has 
to be an urgent priority, says 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association chief executive 
Alastair MacGregor.

Speaking at the Oban, Lorn 
and the isles area committee of 
Argyll and Bute council, he said 
there were huge pressures on 
existing housing stock.

Mr MacGregor said: ‘In parts 
of Oban, Lorn and the isles, Mid 
Argyll and Helensburgh we have 
huge challenges.’

The association has spent 
£2.56 million on refurbishment 
and redevelopment on its current 
housing stock in 2013/ 2014.

Urgent plea for 
homes money

A PAIR of US Air Force (USAF) B-52 
bombers were seen circling around 
Oban on Monday lunchtime.

eight turbojet engine, straight-winged 
aircraft were on a  training exercise 
from its ‘warm installation’ airbase at 

over the Oban and Lorn area between 
12noon and 2pm.

They are taking part in a two-week 
long exercise, planned a year ago, 
where the aircraft are brought over to 
RAF Fairford from the States.

Bomber visit

BUSINESS CASE: Kilbowie House in Oban
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LOCHABER High School’s 87 sixth years went out 
with a bang at their graduation ceremony. 

A crowd of 470 proud parents, grandparents and other 
relatives turned out to watch the teenagers receive 

teacher Jim Sutherland.
Individual interests and accomplishments were 

highlighted along with a summary of what comes next 

for each member of the class. Musical entertainment 
was provided by the school’s big band and during the 
interval a sixth year ensemble sang Caledonia in three-

At the end of the ceremony, graduating pupil Arran 
MacPhee gave a vote of thanks before the group moved 
on to a carvery meal at the Ben Nevis Hotel and ceilidh 
dancing with Lochaber High School Ceilidh Band. 

Jim Sutherland, head teacher, said: ‘Our sixth years 
have excelled in many areas. They have set a good 
example for younger pupils and have made a great 
contribution to the life of the school. I’m particularly 
pleased that, having endured building work throughout 

our newly refurbished assembly hall. I wish them all the 
very best for whatever comes next in their lives.’

Lochaber High School’s 87 graduating pupils with their teachers before the leaver’s ceremony. 20_f25graduation01

A GARDENER has thanked a 
charity that saved him and his 
family from ruin by winning 
a national competition in its 
name. 

Martin Crowley and his wife 
Amber Goudy, from Ardfern, 
won several prestigious awards 
at Gardening Scotland, Edin-
burgh, the Scottish equivalent of 
the Chelsea Flower Show.

The couple were named one of 
the winners of the artisan garden 
design competition after creating 
a show garden for Perennial, a 
charity that came to Martin’s aid 
when he was diagnosed with the 
auto-immune disease Guillaine-
Barre syndrome.

He was signed off work for 
three years and, barely able to 
walk, he could only watch as 
the family landscaping business 

REPAYING A £20million loan from the Scottish Government 
will fall to tax-payers in Argyll and Bute, if local government 
plans don’t pay off.

An application to borrow cash as part of the government’s 
Tax Incremental Financing (TIF) was approved last week.

The money will be used to ‘unlock potential business 
development’ in Oban and Lorn.

A meeting of Oban, Lorn and the isles area committee was 
told that paperwork for the loan has already been signed. 

The TIF model uses projected revenue from taxes to fund 
public infrastructure projects.

The increase in value of land and new property and 
business investment expected should bring in more business 
rates cash.

The council now plans to undertake at least nine 
consultations in order to deliver each one of the nine elements 
of the TIF project.

It is unclear whether the money for the consultations will 
come from the loan itself, or as in other council consultations, 
be taken from existing council cash.

Fergus Murray, Argyll and Bute council’s head of 
economic development, told a meeting of Oban and Lorn 
councillors that he was in the process of appointing a small 
dedicated team of workers to build business cases for each 
of the projects.

Mr Murray added: ‘TIF will only be successful if money 
comes forward from private sector. 

‘We think these plans will allow the private sector to invest 
in Oban. I will be involving the Oban, Lorn and the isles 
area committee in the decision-making process as we go 

PUPILS and staff at Easdale primary 
school have been jumping about in aid of 
the British Heart Foundation (BHF).

Twenty-eight pupils from P1-P7 put on 
trainers on Friday to take part in this fun 
event.

The children have been working together 
on new skipping techniques and learning 
about the importance of exercise and 
keeping their heart healthy.

Easdale took part in the skipping 

challenge as part of the national Jump 
Rope For Heart initiative organised by the 
BHF. Since its launch in 1987, more than 
25,000 schools have registered to take part 
in the Jump Rope For Heart initiative.

This popular event raises money to not 
only support the vital work of the nation’s 
heart charity, but also the participating 
schools, as they get to keep 20 per cent of 
the money raised as well as the skipping 
kit.

Royal Marines 
remember fallen 
colleague
MEMBERS of the Royal 
Marines Association were in 
Oban on Sunday to remember 
Marine Gordon Macpherson, 
who died on active duty in the 
Falklands 32 years ago.

Following a service at Oban’s 
Congregational Church, the Ma-
rines joined close friends and 
family at a private memorial 
service in Pennyfuir Cemetery, 
near Oban.

Among those present were 
members of 45 Commando, 
some of whom served with 
Gordon in the Falklands.

The Oban man died on June 
12 1982, aged 20.

Loch Scridian 
shellfish warning
ROUTINE monitoring has 

naturally-occurring algal toxins 
in one area at Loch Scridian on 
Mull.

cockles, mussels, oysters or 

pose a risk to human health. 
Notices to warn the public have 
been posted at various locations 
on the shore. 

An Argyll and Bute council 
spokeswoman said: ‘It is a 
sensible precaution to avoid 

until further notice’.

Singing friends 
help charity
A GROUP of singing friends 
are helping the Oban branch of 
Cancer Research by performing 
at a fundraising concert 
tomorrow (Friday).

The charity is hosting a 
concert of light music presented 
by the Lorn Chorus and guest 
artistes, in Oban Parish Church 
at 8pm.

The Lorn Chorus’ talents are 
not restricted to singing, as the 
programme will also include 
piano, organ and recorder solos.

an inspirational song written 
specially for Cancer Research 
UK. 

Oban lifeboat  
open day
FUN FOR all the family 
- including fast boat trips round 
Oban Bay - will be on the menu 
at Oban lifeboat open day this 
Saturday. 

Seafari Adventures is 
donating the proceeds of 
£5-a-head Oban Bay trips to the 
town’s lifeboat, which is one 
of the busiest rescue boats in 
the Royal National Lifeboat 

The Trent class lifeboat is a 
regular sight on the horizon, 
as it heads out of Oban on its 
rescue missions to save lives 
at sea. On Saturday visitors 
to the town’s South Pier can 
step aboard the Mora Edith 
MacDonald for a tour.

There will also be fun science 

engine and a chance to win a 
host of prizes. The open day 
will run from 11am-3pm at the 
lifeboat station, on the South 
Pier, on Gallanach Road. 

Martin Crowley and Amber Goudy with one of the many awards 
they received for their Perennial garden. 

he ran with his mother Morven 
went under. 

When his mother came across 
Perennial’s stand at Gardening 
Scotland a few years ago, their 
luck began to turn around.

Martin said: ‘I had never been 
out of work, but when I became 
ill it never even occurred to me 
that I would get more than two or 
three days’ sick pay. The Peren-
nial caseworker was amazing and 
her input made all the difference 
in the world. She helped sort out 
my Disability Living Allowance 

to. Without her help, we would 
have been destitute.’

Amber and Martin’s achieve-
ments at Gardening Scotland 
2014 include a gold medal, best 
in show and best in new show 
garden, as well as being named 

one of the three winners of the 
show’s Artisan Garden Design 
Competition.

The awards add to the many 
already won by Chelsea Flower 
Show silver medallist Amber, 
who also lectures in horticulture 
and garden design at Uni-
versity of the Highlands and 
Islands campuses in Oban and 
Lochgilphead.

Martin added: ‘Personally, I 
am delighted to be able to help 
celebrate the work of Perennial 
by creating this show garden and 
hope that the charity can contin-
ue to be there to help others who 

The only UK charity dedicated 
to helping horticulturists, Peren-
nial is now in its 175th year 
of supporting professionals in 
times of crisis. 

Gardener’s 
award win 
for charity 

Pupils and staff at Easdale were jumping about in aid of the British Heart Founda-
tion.

TIF projects and costs
£2.75m Road between Dunbeg and Dunstaffnage    

science park
£0.2m Dunbeg gateway features
£2 m Halfway House roundabout, Dunbeg
£3m South Oban development zone
£5.2m North Pier extension
£1m North Pier streetscape
£0.4m Barcaldine access improvements
£3.75m Barcaldine operation and maintenance 

investment
£0.59m Oban airport access improvements/ business 

park works

School bids farewell 
to sixth year students

forward.’ Councillor Neil MacIntyre said: ‘If we don’t get 
the return on rates it will be down to the council to make 
sure it is funded.’ 

Mr Murray agreed: ‘It will fall to the council to repay the 

increase business taxes.’
The economic development boss indicated that the 

increased business taxes, over a 25-year period, would be 
somewhere in the region of £125 million.

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre said: ‘We only need to take 
what we need out of the £20 million being loaned to us.  If it 
doesn’t stack up then we won’t go ahead with it.’

Taxpayers will foot loan 
bill if plans don’t pay off

LOCAL and visiting competitors 
fared well and set high standards 
at Mòd Ìle 2014, held in Islay 
high school at Bowmore.

Among the visitors to the event 
on June 7 was Oban Gaelic Choir, 
conducted by Sileas Sinclair, and 
it took top honours in the senior 
puirt a beul competition.

Its choral counterparts from 
Tarbert Loch Fyne achieved 
success in the ladies’ three-part 
harmony section while the 
choristers of Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Ìle, under the baton of Arlene 
McKerrell, won the male voice 
competition as well as the 
Morrison Cup for its four-part 
harmony performance.

Visiting competitor Iain 
Gordon enjoyed success in the 
Duncan Johnston and Duncan 
Bàn MacIntyre competitions and 
equal success was enjoyed by 
Islay singers Lynn MacDonald, 
Kirsten Laurie and Ron Goudie 
in the other solo singing classes.

The Oscars in the junior choral 
section went Còisir Òg Ghàidh-
lig Ìle and Port Ellen primary 
school Gaelic choir which also 
took the psalm and the primary 
unison singing awards. Port 

winning folk group, with ‘Ceòl 
Ìle’ taking the secondary schools 
folk group accolade.

Winning soloists in the junior 
section included Lewis Davey, 
Rachel and Ryan Johnston, 
Mairi MacGillivray, Abbie Mor-
ris, Eilidh MacDonald and Kyle 
Renton. Winning duettists were 
Anna and Eilidh MacDonald, 
Elizabeth MacMillan and Danni 
Barker, and Alison Gray and 
David Ferguson.

Pupils from Bowmore Primary 
School performed the leading 
action song and the newly intro-
duced story telling competition 
was won by Orla Davidson.

Junior poetry competitions 
continue to be well contested and 
among this year’s winners were 
Lauren and Rebecca Morris, 
Morven and Mirren Brown, Orla 
Davidson, Anna MacDonald and 
Elizabeth MacMillan.

The leading conversationalists 
were Anna Mitchell and Fergus 
Green and the Bible reading 
prize went to Emily Gray.

Leading piper was Rachel 
MacKinnon and the chanter 
champions were Robert MacLean 
and Chelsea Campbell. Star box 
players were Eilidh MacMillan 
and Anna MacDonald who was 
also the top pianist. Tin whistle 
winners were Maisie Logan and 
Eilidh MacDonald and Abbie 
Morris and Aileas Colthart 

Fishing vessel 
towed to safety
THE THIRTIETH call-out of 
Oban lifeboat this year saw it tow 
a creel boat back to its mooring, 
last Friday.

The hard working Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution 
(RNLI) voluntary crew were 
called out at 1.20pm and arrived 
on scene north of the Garvellachs 
an hour later. 

The crew rescued the creel 
boat with engine problems and 
towed her back to Easdale.

Mòd Ìle competitors 
hit all the right notes

Pupils and staff jump to it
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OAP jailed for vile child abuse
SENTENCE ENDS DECADES-LONG MENACE FOR CONCERNED ISLANDERS

Prepare for boarders 

-

Oban sheriff court

A BUSINESSMAN from Mull who lost control of his 

control of his Mercedes and collided with a car, which 

Smart’s defence solicitor Jane Thomson said road 

A TEENAGER has admitted assaulting another man 

‘She said it 
destroyed her 
marriage and 
she suffered 
mental health 
problems and 
post-traumatic 
stress disorder 
and tried to 
commit suicide’

           Sheriff Douglas Small

BROUGHT TO JUSTICE: Angus Grant of Tiree was jailed for three years for his years-long abuse of children.

admitted being drunk 
behind the wheel of his car 
when he crashed on his way 

guilty at Oban sheriff court 
last Wednesday to driving 

he received an emergency 
call to attend an incident 

casualty when his car left the 

covered in mud, unsteady 
on his feet and slurring his 

Defence solicitor Edward 

of character’ for his client, a 
classroom assistant, who had 

intention to leave it there 
because he lives close by,’ 

Sheriff Douglas Small and 

Driving licence 
up in flames as 
fireman answers 
the call of duty  
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Morvern Lines

RUNNERS from north and 
south of the border took part 
in the Ben Ledi Hill Race, run 
by the Callander based social 
enterprise Skidaddles.

The route took runners 
over nearly 11 kilometres of 
rugged Scottish mountain to 
the summit which, much to 
the disappointment of many 
‘baggers’, sits just short of 
Munro height.

Prasad Prasad, home in an epic 
57 minutes.

Skidaddle chief executive and 
race organiser, Maz Wyllie, 
said that the event was a huge 
success and it had been a 
pleasure to work with sponsors 
Highland Water Works.

A COMMUNITY group in the 
village of Dalavich is planning 
to build a hydro scheme that 
will generate enough energy to 
power more then 200 homes.

Dalavich Improvement 
Group (DIG), which serves 
the communities of Dalavich, 
Inverinan, Loch Avich and 
Kilmaha, is hoping to build a 
small community owned hydro 
scheme on the River Avich.

The 350kW generator would 
produce between 750 and 
1075MWh/year, the amount of 
electricity used by around 210 
homes, and would save 840 tons 
of CO2 emissions per year.

It would be built on land 
leased from the National 
Forest Land Scheme (NFLS), 
should the group gain enough 
community support.

A feasibility study has been 
completed, along with various 
ecological studies, and DIG is 
currently conducting a ballot of 
registered voters in the area to 

the project to the next stage. 
‘Under the rules of the NFLS 

we need at least 50 per cent of 
residents to vote, and more than 
50 per cent of those that vote to 
say yes,’ said DIG chairwoman 
Chrissie Sugden. 

If the ballot is positive, DIG 
can then apply via the NFLS to 
lease the land needed to build 
the hydro.

‘If successful, this project will 
bring a steady income into the 
communities for many years 

PRE-SCHOOL children and 
toddlers from Luing Playgroup 

episode of popular BBC Show 
Balamory.

The youngsters travelled 
to Tobermory, Isle of Mull, 

APPIN artists Alex and Midge 
Gourlay opened their studio to 
the public recently and collected 
around £300 for the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution.

The couple had around 100 
visitors to their Port Appin 
home.

BALLACHULISH Primary 
School pupils took part in two 
sponsored walks to raise money 
for school funds. 

The P1-3 children strolled 
around Jubilee Park in the vil-
lage whilst the P4-7s embarked 
on a trip over the hills from 
Duror to Ballachulish. 

Left: Ballachluish Primary 
School P1-3 pupils after their 
sponsored walk. 

A PILE of school books that have been deemed 
out of date by the curriculum in Scotland will 
now be put to good use in the developing world. 

Pupils and staff at Oban High School collected 
old textbooks, which were bound for the rubbish 
tip, to be donated to David Hanschell of the 
Surplus Education Supplies Foundation.

Mr Hanschell arranges for the old school 
supplies to be shipped out to schools in Sierra 
Leone, Syria and Lebanon, among other 
countries.

But the charity worker has urged local hauliers 

He said: ‘We need to get the stuff to Granton, 
Edinburgh, although Pickfords in Glasgow said 
they would deliver the books if someone else 
could get them to Glasgow for me. 

‘I think the number of books the staff and pupils 
at Oban High School have managed is fantastic.’

Debbie MacIntyre, a clerical assistant at the 
school, helped to organise the link up with Mr 
Hanschell. 

She praised the efforts of fourth year pupils 
from the school’s Fingal clan for collecting the 
textbooks: James MacIntyre, Hector MacDonald, 
Cameron MacLean and Evan MacLellan.

FRESH from the latest boat 
pull across Islay, Applecross 
Boatpull Team members made 
their way to Skye recently to 
hand out generous cheques 
to worthy causes from 
money raised from last year’s 
adventure.

The Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution (RNLI) crew 
at Applecross, under the 

has been pulling a mock lifeboat 
across various parts of Scotland 
each summer for the past 12 
years to raise funds for different 
lifeboat stations and charities.

In May 2013 they pulled 
the boat from Storonoway to 
Leverburgh and in the process 
raised £24,000.

This was divided among 
Highland Hospice, Children’s 
Hospice Association Scotland 

SHOPPERS in Crianlarich may 
have already regarded their 
community store the best in 

Bryan and Isla Craig have 
been named the best Commu-
nity Involvement convenience 
retailers in Scotland at a 
prestigious awards ceremony 
held on June 5 at the Grand 
Central Hotel in Glasgow.

Bryan and Isla, who run the 
Londis store, were presented 
with a commemorative trophy 
by Gerry Hooper from sponsor 
company Paypoint and also win 
new van livery.

ARTISTIC Spean Bridge 
children will have their work 
displayed in a local church. 

Kilmonivaig Parish Church 
is now 200 years old and 
to mark the occasion the 
congregation asked pupils 
at the village school to draw 
pictures of the building as part 
of a competition. The winning 

Duror Primary School pupils visited the Lochaber Rural Education Centre to learn about crofting 
life. The eight Primary 1-3 children churned their own butter, with the help of Eon staff, who were 

volunteering at the centre for the day. They took the finished product back to school and sampled it 
on bread and oatcakes. Head teacher Marylin MacDonald said it ‘went down a treat’. 20_f25duror01

ROY BRIDGE is to host a craft 
fair and art exhibition starting 
next weekend. 

Creative local people will 
show their wares from Friday 
to Sunday June 27-29 while the 
art exhibition starts on Friday 
and runs to July 3 at Achaderry 
Estate in the Lochaber village.

Budding young artists will be 
competing in two contests.  

Oban High School clerical assistant Debbie MacIntyre and pupils James MacIntyre, left, and Hector 
MacDonald hand over the boxes of textbooks to David Hanschell of Surplus Education Supplies 

Foundation. 16_t24books01

Luing Playgroup pre-school children, left to right: Zach Wilson, 
Lachlan MacLachlan, Ellen Barlow, Ashleigh Ord, Heather 

Fothergill and Jamie Leggat.

Youngsters in TV spotlight
their trip they met members 
of the cast including ‘Edie 
McCredie’, PC Plum and Miss 
Hoolie. The children, parents 
and playleaders were well 
looked after by the BBC crew.

ROY BRIDGE

to come which can be used to 
help support all sorts of local 
projects. 

‘We are a fairly remote group 
of rural communities, and as 
such need to be quite self-
reliant’ said Chrissie. 

‘I’ve only lived here a couple 
of years but am very impressed 
with how well the residents 
work together to make things 
happen, and support each other 

DALAVICH

Plockton youngsters took part in the annual ‘teddy toddle’ to raise money for charity.
Armed with their bears, and with some adults for company, the youngsters made their way round 

the village and raised £70 for the British Red Cross. 

APPIN

CALLANDER

Competition winners show off their drawings of Kilmonivaig 
Parish Church. From left: Lyra Swabey, Abi Kay, Luila Berardelli 

and Joshua Balcombe. 

entries, were Lyra Swabey, P5, 
Abi Kay, P3, Lila Berardelli, P2 
and Joshua Balcombe, P6, will 
be proudly displayed at Spean 
Bridge Primary school until the 
end of term, when they will be 
moved to the church.

CRIANLARICH

Bryan and Isla Craig receive their award from sponsor Gerry 
Hooper of Paypoint. 

Organised by leading 
convenience store magazine 
Scottish Local Retailer, the 
SLR Rewards are among the 
highlights of the industry 
calendar and are designed to 
recognise and reward excellence 
in a critical sector of Scotland’s 
economy.

Scottish Local Retailer editor 
Antony Begley said: ‘It’s always 
a tough fought category but 
Bryan and Isla are worthy 
winners this year for being the 
heart and soul of the Crianlarich 
community they serve, 365 days 
a year. They play a role that’s 
much wider than just retailing 
and they are thoroughly 
deserved victors.’

DURING a recent school trip to 
Balephetrish, primary one to three pupils 
had a stroke of luck, as they spotted a very 

John Bowler, who accompanied the 
children on the trip, was very surprised and 

on the island.  
Charlie, who was one of the pupils to spot 

it, it’s really colourful and nice.’  
Jack, another pupil, said: ‘I noticed it 

straight away.  It was so colourful compared 
to the moss around it.’

Miss Caimbeul would like to take the 
opportunity to thank John Bowler and 
Steve Nagy for all their help and advice 
during ‘Tiree’s Natural Environment’ 
theme.

TIREE

Duror pupils visit rural education centre

Appeal to get surplus Oban High 
School books to developing world

Back from left, Nivin McRobb; Ewan Gillies; Peter MacDonald,  
Portree RNLI;  Calum Mackillop; Linda MacDonald, Highland 

Hospice; Anne Beaton Portree RNLI; Audrey Ellis, Portree RNLI;  
Alfie Edwards and Tony Padgett and front, from left, Angus 

Morrison, Leverburgh RNLI; Norman Finlayson, Kyle RNLI; David 
Seel; Steven Hart, CHAS and Mark Horsley.

(CHAS), Portree RNLI, 
Kyle RNLI and Leverburgh 
RNLI and given to their 
representatives during the visit 
to Skye.

This year 10 men pulled the 
mock lifeboat, in groups of 
four, around Islay for three 
days covering 50 miles in the 
process. 

‘It went very well,’ said 
participant David Seel. 

‘The generosity was fantastic. 
The locals of Islay were very 
helpful and island distilleries 
were very generous with 
donations.

‘I’d like to thank the Islay 
coastguard for all its help on the 
day too.’

This year’s recipients of the 
money raised will be Portree 
and Islay lifeboats, Highland 
Hospice and CHAS

BALLACHULISH

SPEAN BRIDGE

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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facebook

Applecross Boatpull 
Team hand out cash

Plockton ‘teddy toddle’ raises Red Cross funds

Got a story 
for The Oban 
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01631 568000 
01397 703003

SOON after the A884 leaves the Acharn oak woods behind and 
before it reaches the old Claggan School, it passes over an area 
of open ground covered in deer grass, bog cotton and myrtle. 

On it and to the right stand the remains of a low tin shack. 
Although it is hard to believe, for many years this site was the 
venue of one of the largest and most popular social gatherings 

independent Morvern Gun Club held its annual clay pigeon 
shoots attracting upwards of 100 guns from all over the West 
Highlands and Islands and as far away as Kent in the south of 
England. The Claggan clay-pigeon matches succeeded where 
others occasionally failed thanks to its reputation for the high 
standard of shooting, the professional stewardship, its famous 

old-world Highland hospitality shared in the nearby schoolroom 
at the end of the day.

Attending the Claggan match in 1988 was a boy from 

years old, he took home a prize. His name was John MacDonald 
and next month the eyes of the world will be on him as he 
shoots for Scotland in the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth 
Games - a truly remarkable achievement. John, son of Fergie 
MacDonald, himself an international clay pigeon shot and the 
man who popularised the West Highland style of traditional 
Scottish dance music, is no stranger to Morvern. 

Through his grandmother’s family, the Curries, John is 
descended from Dr John Maclachlan - one of Gaeldom’s best 
loved bards and physicians who was born and grew up at Rahoy 
across the hill from Claggan. On the paternal side his forebears 

of Moidart who supported King Robert the Bruce at the Battle 
of Bannockburn.

From his success at Claggan 26 years ago, John has shot 
his way round the world and has been an inspiration to a new 
generation of young shotgun shooters. His name has appeared 
in the Guinness Book of Records for being the youngest person 
to shoot 100 clays straight and he has recorded the highest score 
in Scotland over the lightening-fast Olympic trap. 

In 2010 John won the British, Scottish and English Open 
-

tion securing him a place in the Scottish Commonwealth 
Games Team in Delhi that year. Coincidentally the news that 
John had been invited to join Team Scotland was announced 
last week from Stirling Castle which stands almost within shot 
of Bannockburn where his Clanranald ancestors battled it out 
in 1314 and of whom Bruce said of their chief ‘My Hope is 
Constant in Thee’. ‘It’s a far cry to Loch Awe’ says another old 
clan slogan. The state-of-the-art Barry Buddon Shooting Centre 
at Carnoustie, where the 20th Target Team will compete against 

more ways than one. As John steps up onto the shooting range 
in a few weeks time his many family and friends in Morvern 
and Moidart will not be surprised if he takes home a prize from 
here too.

THE ISLAND of Luing’s annual 
fundraising sponsored walk for Cancer 
Research took place in the Cairngorms last 
weekend.

Islanders John and Sue Blackwell 
organised the event for more than 20 
walkers up Scotland’s second highest 
Munro, Ben Macdui. 

Walkers extended the walk by carrying on 
around Loch Avon to the top of the Cairn 
Gorm. 

Many of the walkers then took the ‘windy 
ridge’ back down to the car park while 
others took the spectacular funicular 
railway down.

John said: ‘The weather was perfect and 
the walkers enthusiastic. For many it was a 

Sponsor money is still being collected.

LUING

Prizewinning Morvern clay pigeon team shooters of 50 years 
ago. 

WHALING is not an occupation one immediately associates 
with Loch Sunart, yet a large whale was hunted and killed in 
the loch in 1860 with a witty Gaelic song to prove it. 

The whale, apparently a female of the bottle-nose variety, was 
spotted near the head of the loch in October by ship-owner and 
crofter Angus Graham from Achleac on the Morvern side. 

Despite the whale’s great bulk, Angus and two Beaton broth-

their smack Phoenix at the time, decided to try and catch it. 
They got George Hamilton, the Strontian blacksmith and 

storekeeper, to manufacture two harpoons made out of rod iron, 
with a ring at one end to which they attached long ropes. Taking 
Hamilton and a few other local worthies with them, including 

set off in pursuit in two boats. Coming alongside the 24-foot 
long monster, one of the Beatons, at the third attempt, managed 
to get the harpoon in about two feet above the tail. The line held 
fast and away went the whale dragging the two boats. It crossed 
and re-crossed the loch nearly capsizing Hamilton’s boat and 
breaking one of Angus Graham’s oars as he tried to push it 
away. Finally, after three hours, the exhausted beast grounded 

an eight-day wonder and was recorded by local bard William 
Cameron in a Gaelic song called ‘An cuala sibhse mu dheidhinn 
a Dragon’, (Have you heard about the Dragon?)

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com.

There’s a 
digital service full 

of ideas to keep you 
happier, healthier 

and safer

Get more out of life with livingitup.org.uk – a digital service for the over 50s 
where you can get and share local information for a happier, healthier lifestyle.

You’ll soon DISCOVER new opportunities. Ways to CONNECT with your 
local community. Ideas for letting your talents SHINE. In fact, everything you 
need for your health and wellbeing to FLOURISH.

Use your know-how to feel good. 

Join in at 
livingitup.org.uk

 /LivingitupScotland  
 @Livingitup_Scot
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A VICTORIAN tea held in the Corran 
Halls, last Sunday, served up more treats 
than just cakes to raise cash for prostrate 
cancer.

The Father’s Day tea saw a good turn out 
of people enjoying delicious sandwiches, 
scones and cakes all served in the style of 
yesteryear.  One of the biggest treats for 

customers was a surprise song from the 
singing waitresses, something that everyone 
enjoyed. All proceeds from the event are 
going to Prostrate Scotland.

A CENTRE costing more than 
£1million is being used as a 
depot and store for Iona Abbey.

The St Columba Centre was 
opened on June 8 1997 by the 
then president of Ireland Mary 
Robinson to give visitors to the 
iconic abbey more information 
about the island of Iona and its 
culture.

It also had a  cafe and shop but 
these are no longer in use.

Historic Scotland was handed 
the building by Iona Cathedral 
trustees 15 years ago and says it 
is now being used for displaying 
stones from the island as well as 
storage. 

At one time the centre housed 
a number of medieval treasures 

A MODEL T Ford, built in 1924, 
was one of the stars of the show 
at the Oban and District Classic 
Vehicle Club (ODCVC) annual 
event at Corachie Garden Cen-
tre, Inverawe.

The vehicle does a top speed of 
41mph and can often be seen on 
a run out on the area. The week-
end before last the 90-year-old 

THE ‘WILL they, won’t they’ 
question around pontoons in 
Oban Bay is back on the agenda 
as Argyll and Bute council says 
it is again talking to Oban Bay 
Marine (OBM).

The community group’s 
plan for short-stay berths had 
been  put on the back burner 
last year when the council 
decided to lead on the project 
with Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE). 

However, after state aid rules 
were applied to the project it 
was felt the pontoons might not 
be able to proceed.

But a meeting of Oban Lorn 
and the isles area committee 
of the council was told last 
week by CHORD waterfront 
development project manager 
Linda Houston that the 
pontoons were still being 
actively considered by the local 
authority.

Ms Houston told councillors: 
‘In terms of the Oban Bay 
breakwater and the transit 
facility the council,  HIE 
and OBM limited are having 
conversations about that. 

‘That is the position. We are 
waiting to hear from OBM 
about how it is going to proceed 
with its project.’

OBM chairman John 
MacGregor said he was unable 
to comment on the talks as they 
were at a crucial stage.

Enjoying a cup of tea before the Victorian Tea got underway last Sunday are Margaret Cooper and Anne Buchanan. 15_t25tea1

Kevin Devine, chairman of Oban and District Classic Vehicle Club, with Ken Groom of Barcaldine in  
his Model T Ford. 15_t25car1

Objectors’ 
anger over 
Costa meeting   
date switch 

New Plockton 
school extension 
named after 
former rector
A TRIBUTE has been made to 
former Plockton High School  
rector and Gaelic poet Sorley 
MacLean as a new extension 
in the school has been named 
after him. 

Duncan Ferguson, who 
retired as rector at Christmas, 
unveiled a plaque naming 
the new build ‘Togalach 
Shomhlaire’  [The Sorley 
Building] after the poet who 
was headmaster at Plockton 
High from 1956-1972. 

Susan Galloway, current rec-
tor, said: ‘I would like to thank 
the local Highland council 
members for their efforts to 
secure this enhancement to 
our school building which was 
also supported by the Duncraig 
Trust. 

‘The new build in the centre 
of the school completed in 
2012, provides a large modern 
dining doom, a new home 
economics room and separate 
sewing room as well as 
additional locker and social 
space.’

A NEW generation of aspiring 
directors and producers gathered at 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig UHI last week to 

media course, which will teach them 
the fundamentals of making and 
producing television programmes. 

The course, a National Progression 
Award in television production, is 
delivered through the medium of 

2015.
Eight pupils from Portree, Plockton, 

Gairloch and Lochaber high schools 
are taking part in the course.

Archie Maclean, Sabhal Mòr Ostaig’s 
deputy director of education, said: 
‘We are delighted to be working in 
partnership with the schools and with 
Highland council to deliver this course 
again. 

‘We are greatly encouraged by the 
enthusiasm shown by the pupils and 
their interest in Gaelic Media and we 
are also delighted that the expertise 
and facilities available at Sabhal Mòr 

Ostaig are being used to create new 
learning opportunities for Gaelic-
speaking school pupils.’

Opportunities
The course was developed in 

partnership with Highland Council’s 
16+ team to expand opportunities for 
young people and to develop Skills for 
Work in the senior phase of the school 
curriculum. 

Highland Council has offered through 
the medium of Gaelic for schools.

BALLACHULISH Primary 
School pupils enjoyed a sunny 
Saturday for their annual school 
fete. 

and barbecue were a success 

including grave markers, replica 
church buildings and replica 
medieval crosses.

A spokeswoman for Historic 
Scotland said: ‘The Columba 
Centre at Fionnphort is 
used to store, conserve and 
display stones from Iona and 
incorporates a study centre 
where visitors and academic 
researchers can access the 
collection by appointment. 

‘It is also the base depot, store 
and workshop for our monument 
conservation unit on Iona and 
one room currently provides a 
distance learning facility for 
Argyll College. 

‘Average annual upkeep is in 
the region of £6,200.’

Ballachulish Primary School pupils gearing up for their first hill race. 20_f25ballafete01

DESPITE streetscene services provided 
by Argyll and Bute council being cut 
by three ‘men’ and two vehicles, the 
service manager feels the Oban area is 
looking good.

Streetscene manager Tom Murphy 
told Oban, Lorn and the isles area 
committee last week that instead of the 
service diminishing because of the cuts 
it had actually improved.

Mr Murphy said: ‘We made the sav-

of working and are looking at potential 
partnerships through the town. I have 
got to say that the place is looking very 
well. We have even reduced our mile-
age by 13 per cent.’

Despite the reduction in staff num-
bers, elected members were told that 
there were still areas that the council 
didn’t own but it paid to tidy up. 

Mr Murphy said: ‘Take outside the 
Corran Halls in Oban for example 

the maintenance. But at the moment we 
don’t get paid for it.’ Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre said the burial service had 
had problems in the past, but it seemed 
to be improving. In Argyll and Bute 

had the appropriate training to perform 
burials. 

Mr Murphy said if there was more 
work he would have to manage it within 
his staff quota because he was not al-
lowed to employ seasonal workers.

Global gathering 
of MacMillans   
on Benbecula
MACMILLANS from 
around the globe will 
converge on Benbecula later 
this month for the clan’s 
international Hebridean 
Homecoming Gathering. 

The gathering, from 
June 23 to 26 precedes 
Homecoming Scotland at 
Bannockburn between June 
28 to 30. 

The Chief of Clan 
MacMillan, George G 
MacMillan of MacMillan 
and Knap will be present, 
as will MacMillans from 
Scotland, England, United 
States, Canada, Australia 
and New Zealand. 

They will arrive at 
Lochmaddy on the evening 
of June 22 and will be 
touring many sites from 
Vatersay to the Callanish 
Standing Stones on Lewis, 
leaving on the morning of 
June 27.

The Outer Hebrides are 
home to many Macmillans. 
Among the earliest 
documented Macmillans 
in the Hebrides is John 
MacMoylane, chaplain of St 
Oran’s, Iona, in 1542.

vehicle made a 100-mile round 
trip to Bridge of Orchy,  and 
back via Glen Orchy.

The show, last Sunday, had 
one of the biggest turnouts of 

of running the event. Thirty cars 
came to the event from as far as 
Inveraray, Kirkintilloch, Onich 
and from the Oban and Lorn 

Club. Kevin Devine,  ODCVC 
chairman, said: ‘It was a fantas-
tic day with a good turn out of 
visitors and cars. Every year we 
have a competition for visitors 
to choose their favourite car. 
This year it was a 1958 Heinkel, 
cabin cruiser, from Onich, near 
Fort William owned by John 
Ducker.’

and the fun day was combined 
with a hill race to encourage the 
children to be active.

Head teacher Sam Clark said: 

race. We want to try to show the 

kids being healthy and active 
is good fun and it seems to be 
popular so far.’ 

The event raised £1,370 for 
the pupils’ trip to the Highland 
Wildlife Park.

Sun shines on Ballachulish fete

Oban Bay 
pontoon
talks
resume

OBJECTORS to a Costa Coffee 
cafe opening in Oban’s Station 
Square, say the planning meeting 
to discuss the matter has been 
brought forward by two months 
without giving them notice of 
the meeting.

However, Argyll and Bute 
council said it had only given an 
indication that the meeting was 
‘likely’ to be in August and the 

available meeting, which will be 
June.

The planning meeting, held as 
The Oban Times was going to 
press, was due to hear that the 
recommendation was to approve 
a change of use from a retail unit 
to a combined food and drink 
unit.

Comments from 26 objectors 
were not upheld by the local 
authority, as it did not consider 
any of them material  planning 
considerations. 

However, a spokeswoman 
for the objectors said they have 
not had enough warning of the 
meeting, as they only received 

letters in the post on Friday. 
She said: ‘With three days’ 

for us to get to the meeting 
in Lochgilphead to raise our 
objections. 

‘It seems like it is a done deal 
already.’

New jobs
In response to a comment from 

objectors on the high number of 
coffee outlets in Oban already, 
Angus Gilmore, Argyll and 
Bute’s head of planning said: 
‘The proposal will create a 
small number of new jobs and 
supports the nationwide ‘town 

by Scottish Government. 
‘The proposal will have a 

positive impact on the local 
economy and should be 
supported.’ 

Mr Gilmore added: ‘This 
change of use and the outside 
seating area proposed will add 
value to the wider Oban public 
realm scheme being developed 
by the council for Oban 
waterfront and Station Road in 

particular. 
‘We are keen to support 

pavement cafes and outdoor 
seating areas as part of our 
wider regeneration objectives in 
accordance with council policy.’ 

An Argyll and Bute council 
spokeswoman said: ‘The 
application is coming to the 
earliest available meeting of the 
planning, protective services and 
licensing (PPSL) committee, as 
normal. 

‘All statutory consultees have 
a set time period in which to 
make any representations on an 
application and once that has 
passed, the application will go 
forward to the next available 
PPSL committee meeting.

‘However, any representations 
received in advance of the 
meeting will be put before the 
committee – for example, by 
way of a supplementary report.’ 

Despite a draft objection to the 
meeting being proposed by Oban 
community council the group 
reversed its decision and made 
no comment on the application.

CHORD progress is not ‘hugely 
different’ from two months 
ago, says the Oban waterfront 
development’s manager.

But in terms of deadlines 
– everything is going according 
to plan, project manager Linda 
Houston last week told Oban, 
Lorn and the isles area commit-
tee. 

She explained that a consula-
tion by local businesses had to be 
completed before some elements 
of the project could proceed.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
told the project manager, that he, 
‘like many people’, was sick of 
consultations.  The Oban south 
and isles councillor told the area 
committee members that people 
were ‘tired of the number of 
surveys’.  

‘The people of Oban are con-
sulted to death. We know what 
we want to do  - let’s get on with 
it,’ he said.

Linda Houston replied: ‘The 
consultants will not proceed any 
further without all the informa-
tion to hand. The consultation 
information has to be part of the 
full business case.’

A further update is due in two 
months’ time.

and Bute Council’s secondary schools will be taking part in 16 
sporting events across Oban on Monday June 23 with a Com-
monwealth theme. Argyll and Bute Secondary Schools Youth 
Games is the largest school sports event of the year.

A COMMUNITY councillor 
from Mull has said he is sick of 
hearing how things are going to 
get better - and he now wants to 
see some action.

Speaking after Mull Commu-
nity Council’s monthly meeting 
last week, Callum Maclachlainn 
said that almost everyone on 
Mull was frustrated by poor 
public, health, telephone and 
water services.

Callum,  vice-chairman of the 
community council, said: ‘We 
are being ignored by high-up 
services.

‘There are a list of concerns 

that we have that are not being 
addressed, in spite of us raising 
them time and again.

‘People on Mull are sick to 
death of being treated like sec-
ond class citizens. 

‘If we are promised something 
then it needs to be delivered.

Name and shame
‘From now on we need to name 

and shame those people and 
agencies who say they are going 
to help or do something until we 
are taken seriously.

‘There comes a time, and it 
is now, that we need to say that 
we are not putting up with it any 

more. You couldn’t run a busi-
ness on broken promises - we 
can’t run an island this way.

‘Mull is angry. We have had 
enough.’

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon 
said: ‘Muileachs do their abso-
lute best to keep this island at 
its best. But time and again the 
community council feels like it 
is being let down by organisa-
tions not keeping their side of 
the bargain.

‘There can be no community 
partnership working if only one 
side feels like it is doing all the 
work.’

Youth games in Oban Residents
‘sick of 
consultations’

Classic car show success

Call for urgent action on Mull

Fundraisers turn back the clock for tea

£1m centre used as storage room

Historic Scotland’s St Columba Centre.

Students channel efforts into latest Gaelic 
media TV course at Sahal Mòr Ostaig

A better service despite budget cuts
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ARGYLL Voluntary Action held 
its Volunteer of the Year Awards 
recently, with winners from 
Oban, Lochgilphead and Mull.

The awards recognise and 
celebrate volunteering in Argyll 
and Bute through the awards 
and also raise awareness about 
the importance of volunteering 
in our society.

William Humphries, 17, who 
has just graduated from Oban 
High School, was named Young 
Volunteer of the Year for his 
running of a cycle track group. 

William has been running the 
group for two years now and was 
nominated by Laura MacDonald, 
Community Development 

isles. 
William said: ‘It’s been a long 

struggle but I feel we’re making 
progress now, which is good as 
I think this will really help the 
community.

‘I’d like to thank everyone 
involved especially David James 
and Laura McDonald.

‘Hopefully the group carries 

Colin Reid with the Individual of the Year Award Shield. He is 
pictured with Alan Martin of the SNH who nominated him. 

A TWO vehicle road crash saw 
the A85 road between Oban and 
Connel closed for 45 minutes 
last Saturday afternoon from 
4.20pm.

The closure allowed 
emergency services to get to 
the accident. A 46-year-old 
man was taken to hospital in 
Oban with facial injuries and 
torn tendons. An 18-year-old 
man has been reported to the 

TWO people with American 
accents were under suspicion of 
theft after a bottle of 14 year-old 
Oban single malt went missing 
from Oban Distillery last 
Saturday.

Staff at the distillery called 
police after they noticed the pair 
behaving suspiciously. But the 
couple are still at large and the 
bottle has not been recovered.

AFTER a drive to keep the 
town of Oban cleaner, a man 
was charged with dropping 
litter. The 39-year-old dropped 
wrappings from a takeaway 
meal only three metres from a 

Man not guilty
SCOTT MacCallum, aged 31, 
of 19H Shuna Terrace has been 
found not guilty of behaving in a 
threatening and abusive manner 
at 2 Longsdale Terrace, Oban, 
on February 23 after the Crown 
sought no prosecution.

A WWII wireless mechanic 
who served as ground crew to 
Hawker Typhoons during the 
D-Day Landings had a 100th 
birthday present to remember at 
6 Squadron at RAF Leuchars.

Willie Taylor, who lives at 
Ganavan, near Oban, got the 
VIP treatment during a tour by 

pilot Flight Lieutenant Si Cook, 
whose 6 Squadron also marks its 
100th anniversary this year. 

At the onset of WWII, Willie, 
a graduate of the University of 
Glasgow and a teacher of Maths, 
volunteered for signals work 
with the RAF and subsequently 
joined an elite unit of wireless 
mechanics.

‘Although it was very complex, 
our job was essentially to jam 
enemy aircraft signals and 
prevent the German bombers 
hitting their intended locations. 
It was very top secret at the 
time,’ said the centenarian, who 
turned 100 earlier this year.

Willie was then posted to No. 
175 Squadron where he serviced 
Hawker Typhoons as the aircraft 
were prepared for the Normandy 
invasion. 

During his visit to Leuchars on 
June 5, the day before the 70th 
anniversary of D-Day, Willie 

A BREASTFEEDING advocate from 
Argyll was at Holyrood to listen to a 
debate about supporting mothers in the 
Scottish Parliament last week.

Valerie Black, a member of Baby Milk 
Action and an NHS-trained voluntary 
breast feeding support worker, said she 

was encouraged at the level of debate 
on the subject. Valerie said: ‘It was very 
encouraging and inspiring to see Elaine 
Smith MSP speak extensively of the 

the potential contribution of increasing 
breastfeeding rates. The improvement 

in public health from breastfeeding was 
outlined by the committee and of course 
the impact on costs for the NHS while 
improving health outcomes across a 
range of social groups.’

Valerie was encouraged by the level 
of debate in the parliament and believes 

this is not just an issue for women. She 
pointed out that four men had taken 
part. 

She said: ‘It was the general consensus 
of all the MSPs that mothers who are 
mutually engaging in normal nurturing 
maternal behaviour in public should be 

celebrated and supported by society.’ 
Valerie is keen to speak to anyone 

and encouragement in any way to 
breastfeed in public or more information 
on the charity can contact her on 
public4breasfeeding@gmail.com. Members of the Mull Musical Minds with the Organisation of the 

Year award and their cheque for £1,000. 

William with the Young 
Volunteer of the Year award. 

15_t25volunteer1

on and continues to get bigger in 
the future.’

Mull Musical Minds was 
named Organisation of the Year 
at the awards and received a 
£1,000 cheque.

The project was set up in 
December 2012 by Mary 
MacAllister and Maureen 
Dehany with support from 
Mull and Iona Community 
Trust (MICT) and Alzheimer 
Scotland. 

Moray Finch, General Manager 
of MICT said: ‘Both these 
awards are a tribute to the efforts 
and commitment of the many 
volunteers without whom Mull 
Musical Minds would not happen. 
‘The £1,000 prize will be used 

costs of the volunteer drivers, 
Ross of Mull Community 
Transport Scheme and the 
British Red Cross as well as 
venue hire.’

Lochgilphead man Colin Reid 
has been named Argyll and 
Bute Individual Volunteer of the 
Year.

Colin spends several days a 
week working with Scottish 
Natural Heritage at three of its 
reserves, while also volunteering 
at Auchindrain Museum.

Nominated for the award by 
SNH’s Alan Martin, Colin said: 
‘I am so happy to have won this 
award. I enjoy working with 
SNH because all the staff are so 
friendly and helpful and I really 
like being part of a team. I have 
learnt lots of new skills and made 
good friends over the years. 
‘Without the help of all these 
people and SNH supporting me 
I would never have won this 
award.’

Ian Ross, SNH chairman, 
said: ‘I am delighted to hear that 
Colin has won this award. His 
commitment to these wonderful 
sites is commendable and he is 
an inspiration to us all.’

William ‘Willie’ Taylor enjoyed a guided tour of 6 Squadron’s aircraft and facilities by current 
Eurofighter Typhoon pilot Flight Lieutenant Si Cook. 

Equipped with bombs and rockets, Hawker Typhoons flew over 
the French coastline during the D-Day invasion, destroying 

critical targets and clearing the way for troops on the ground. 

said: ‘One thing it taught me 
working so closely with these 
guys was to have trust in your 
colleagues. 

We had to check the aircraft 
systems over every morning 
and liaise with the pilot over any 
faults. Everyone had great trust 
in each other since everybody’s 
lives were at stake.’

After the war Willie returned 
to teaching where he established 
and ran a purpose built school 
for the deaf in Ayrshire. He 

credits his long life to keeping 
his brain active and his body as 
mobile as possible.

Flight Lieutenant Cook said: ‘It 
was a pleasure to host Mr Taylor 
and to celebrate both his and 6 
Squadron’s centenaries. 

‘His sharp memory gave us 
a great insight into Hawker 
Typhoon operations during the 
Second World War and we were 
glad to discuss the capabilities of 
the modern Typhoon and show 
him around an aircraft.’

Argyll breastfeeding advocate encouraged by Holyrood debate

Volunteers honoured 
at awards ceremony

100th birthday to remember

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

MOD Aird nam Murchan (Ardnamurchan 
Mod) will be held this Friday, June 20.  

The mod is once again being held in 
Ardsgoil Aird nam Murchan and Arainn 
Shuaineirt in Strontian. 

The mod is a celebration of Gaelic linguistic 
and cultural heritage and provides opportu-
nities for people of all ages to perform across 
a range of competitive disciplines including 
Gaelic music and song, Highland dancing, 

instrumental, drama, sport and literature.
Competitors are drawn from the peninsu-

nam Murchan.
Other entries will be from Mallaig Primary 

School, Salen Primary School, Mull, and 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile.  

Convenor Fiona Maclean said: ‘This year 
the mod has had the highest number of 
entries in its history and we are particularly 

pleased with the number of high school and 
adult entries.’  

The mod is once again providing a ‘fringe’ 
activity for competitors, run by Dougie Beck 
from Feisean nan Gaidheal. 

The prizewinners’ concert starts in the 
evening at 7pm and the chairman this year 
is Kenny Thomson.

Visitors are invited along to what promises 
to be a great evening of music and song.  

MEMBERS of the community 
in Fort William are being asked 
to vote for names for three new 
schools opening over the next 
18 months.

Upper Achintore primary 
and Fort William primary will 
amalgamate into a new build 
school on Lundavra Road, with 
a new Gaelic Primary School 
also being built on Ardgour 
Road.

The new joint campus in Caol 
will provide a shared site for 
Caol Primary School and the 
new Roman Catholic school, 
which will replace the existing 
Lochyside and Fort William RC 
primary schools.

Votes from pupils, staff, 
parents and the local 
community will be cast  at the 
open sessions on Tuesday June 
24 between 3.30 and 5.30pm at 
Upper Achintore, Fort William, 
Fort William RC and Lochyside 
RC primaries.

Norma Young, Area 
Education Manager said: ‘This 
is an exciting time for the Fort 
William area, as the names 
chosen will begin to form the 
identity of each school.’

A LOCHABER man has been honoured by HM 
The Queen for his campaigning for land and 
community issues in the Highlands. 

John Hutchison, from Banavie, near Fort 
William, was awarded a MBE in the Birthday 
Honours list 2014 for his work chairing the John 
Muir Trust and the Isle of Eigg Heritage Trust as 
well as directing Community Land Scotland. 

He also chairs Scottish Rural Action, the 
management group working towards Scotland’s 

in November. 
Mr Hutchison, a justice of the peace for 28 years 

and an honorary sheriff, said: ‘I’m extremely 
happy to accept this acknowledgement of my 
contribution to land and community issues in 
Scotland. 

‘I’ve worked with organisations across the 
Highlands and islands over many years, and it has 

been a great source of satisfaction to experience 

well as bringing me into contact with all sorts 
of interesting and talented folk, including many 
at the John Muir Trust, it has brought into focus 
many of the issues around land management and 
ownership. 

‘I hope I’ll be involved in these issues for years 
to come, and I’m particularly excited to be helping 
the development of a new Rural Parliament for 
Scotland over the next few months.’

Mr Hutchison was the divisional road engineer 
in Lochaber with Highland Council for 21 years 
until 1995, and the Lochaber area manager for 12 
years before retiring in 2007.

Other commitments include chairman of trustees 
of the West Highland Museum, an executive 
director of Nevis Partnership and a regular speaker 
for Lochaber Burns Club. 

THIS month sees the launch of 

a celebration of books and 
creativity centred around Fort 
William.

Organised by a committee of 
local volunteers in association 
with Highlife Highland 
Libraries, the festival aims to 
bring together book-lovers with 
an eclectic mix of events.

Tickets for all events are free, 
but numbers are limited. 
To book your place at any of 
the events, go to Fort William 
Library, or contact it on 
01397703552. 

festival and the events on offer, 
visit ReadLochaber.com.

POSSIBLE job losses on the 
Isle of Harris have been called a 
‘severe blow’ by one MSP. 

Up to 24 people could be out 
of work in the area as energy 
management company GSH 
Group is set to centralise jobs 
in Tarbert to its headquarters in 
England.  

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP 
Alasdair Allan said: ‘Harris is 
one of the most economically 
fragile communities in Scotland, 
and the loss of 20 jobs would 
represent a severe blow. With 

THERE may still be hope for 
young horse riders in Lochaber 
who have been left devastated 
after Ardgour Riding Centre had 
to close.

would not be re-opening after 
it temporarily closed because 
of infected animals but now 
members of Ardnamurchan and 
Lochaber Riding Club (ALRC) 

popular activities previously 
offered by the centre. 

The Ardgour centre had 
temporarily closed after an 
outbreak of strangles was 
discovered in April but as the 
cost of quarantine, vaccinations 
and vet bills reached more than 
£10,000 and there was no income 
while the facility was closed, 
proprietors now can’t afford 

to reopen. ALRC chairwoman 
Gillian Murray said: ‘It was such 
a shame the centre had to close.

‘Everyone has been really 
upset about it. 

‘Now there are around 80 
children, plus adults, who will 
have to travel outside the region 
for access to riding and saddle 
club. 

‘We have been talking about 

next couple of years. There’s 
funding we can receive if we’re 

Society’s British Riding Club 
but you need at least 20 adults 
registered with your club for 

adults at the moment. 

and hopefully through that we 
can access funding to buy our 
own horses to run clubs.

‘We don’t have premises the 
way the riding centre did so if 
anyone has a barn or some other 
facility that they aren’t using it 
would be great is we could use 
it as an indoor arena because 
we just don’t get the weather to 
work outside all the time.

‘We really want to get 
something in place because all of 
the kids really loved it. I myself 
learned to ride at Ardgour just a 
couple of years ago. We all have 
a lot to thank it for.’ 

Claire Cameron, owner of 
Ardgour Riding Centre, is also 
a member of ALRC. She said: 

John Hutchison is ‘extremely happy’ to receive his MBE for his work in community land issues. 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

‘Myself, my husband Jamie and 
my children Amber, Iona and 
Katie want to say a huge thanks 
to all who have supported us over 
the last three years, especially 
Leah Davie, Mandy Watson, 
Gillian Murray and Krystie 
Wright who have been a tower of 
strength and support to us all. 

‘We have had the privilege of 
meeting some amazing people 
and horses - we are closing for 
business but our door is always 
open so please do call in to see 
us and the horses. 

‘We wish Ardnamurchan and 
Lochaber riding club every 
success.’ 

To join ALRC contact 
alridingclub@gmail.com or 
membership forms can be 
collected from Crown Vets in 
Fort William. 

this in mind I have asked the 
enterprise minister whether there 
is anything that can be done both 
for individual employees and to 
work with the company in the 
hope of securing jobs at this 
location in future.’

A spokesman in Mr Allan’s 

although a spokeswoman for 

She said: ‘GSH Group 
is currently reviewing its 
operational and support activities 

a view to potentially creating 
a centralised administration 
function based in Stoke-on-
Trent. The company is keen to 
stress its ongoing commitment 
to operating within Scotland 
and is working hard to support 
those employees who might be 
affected.’

Staff at Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) have 
been in contact with GSH 
to discuss potential ways to 
prevent redundancy. A HIE 

spokeswoman said: ‘Clearly the 
loss of so many jobs in a relatively 
small and fragile area would be 
a great disappointment. HIE met 
senior representatives of GSH on 
Harris as soon as we learned of 
these plans and we are currently 
exploring every possible option 
to secure jobs. With our partners 
in Skills Development Scotland 
and Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 
we are also working jointly to 
ensure any member of staff who 
may face redundancy is given 
advice and assistance.’

Launch of 

festival

School
name vote 
date setup Ardgour Riding 

Centre reins 

Countdown to Mod Aird nam Murchan

Possible Harris job cuts a ‘severe blow’

Lochaber man’s MBE delight

NEWSDESK
01631 568000
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GLENCOE hosted some unusual 
visitors at the weekend as rare 
dogs and their owners gathered 
in the village hall. 

Almost 20 Hungarian puli 
canines, known for long corded 
‘dreadlock’ coats, from all over 
Britain came together for a 
fundraiser on Saturday. 

Frieda Alexander explained 
the breed, used for herding in 
their native country, are often 
abandoned and killed so she 
invited owners from across the 
UK to meet up for the ‘Highland 
Puli Cord Fest’ to raise money 
for Foundation of Animal Pro-
tection in Füzesabony which 
rescues the dogs in Hungary and 

countries. 
Mrs Alexander said: ‘They 

really are beautiful dogs and 
they’re often abandoned in Hun-
gary and if they’re not claimed 
in a week they’re killed. There’s 
very few in Scotland. They’re 

A PROPOSED wind farm at a 
scenic spot near Strathglass has 
sparked outrage in the surrounding 
communities and beyond.

More than 800 people have signed 
up to ‘Glen Affric Friends Say No’, 
a group opposing the development 
at Beinn Mhor, popular with 
touring walkers visiting the glen. 
Almost 900 comments have been 
posted on Highland Council’s 
planning application website, with 
the vast majority opposing the 
wind farm.

One member said he ‘couldn’t 

think of a more inappropriate 
place’ for the turbines and that if 
the plan went ahead it would have 
a major impact on the area’s tourist 
economy. 

The application, lodged by Wpd 
Scotland Ltd, seeks approval for 
seven, 392ft wind turbines, to be 
erected on the site. 

Peace and quiet
Ian Campbell, a member of Glen 

Affric Friends Say No, said: ‘Glen 
Affric is one of the most beautiful 
glens in Scotland, walkers come 
here for peace and quiet and to get 

away from it all.  It’s a completely 
inappropriate site for a wind farm, 
in fact, I can’t think of anywhere 
less appropriate. 

‘The thing about this area is it’s 
not a through route to anywhere. 

‘The coach parties and tourist 
groups who visit the Great Glen 
are not the tourists who visit 
Strathglass and the three glens 
[Affric, Cannich and Strathfarrar]. 
People who visit this area have 

passing through. They come 
for remoteness and wild natural 

beauty - many have said they will 
not return if this development goes 
ahead.’

Mr Campbell added that a 
potential 20 per cent drop in 
tourists would mean a loss of 
revenue of between £1 million and 
£2 million per year for the area. He 
also pointed out problems such as 
the impact on wildlife, construction 

residential properties, as there are 
50 homes within a 2km radius of 
the windfarm, 29 of which are 
listed buildings.

Keith Bale, project manager for 
Wpd Scotland, said: ‘We have 
carried out extensive work over the 
last year and analysis shows there 

‘Wildlife, tourism and a number 
of other things have been assessed 
by independent groups and we’re 

site. Part of the site is also part of 
Highland Council’s research area 
for wind farms.’ 

The application is expected to be 
examined by Highland Council’s 
planning committee by August. 

A NEW service to help people get to health 
and social care appointments in Lochaber 
launched in Fort William this week.

The pilot project, the Transport Advice and 
Bookings Service, aims to provide a ‘joined-
up’ approach to transport by recommending 
the best public transport to use to attend ap-
pointments and social activities and will be 
run by Voluntary Action Lochaber (VAL). 

Funded by the Scottish Government, NHS 
Highland, Highlands and Islands Transport 
Partnership, Scottish Ambulance Service 
and Highland Council, it will work in part-
nership with VAL to provide the service. 

Councillor Brian Murphy, chairman of 
the Lochaber Transport Forum welcomed 
the launch of the new project. He said: ‘I am 
delighted this innovative co-operative work-
ing approach to explore transport solutions 
is being trialled in Lochaber. 

‘The booking services will also assist with 
information to help other travellers and not 
just health care patients including the gen-
eral public and community groups to plan 
their journeys.’

Gerald McIntyre, chairman of Voluntary 
Action Lochaber, said: ‘VAL is proud and 
privileged to be involved in this project. I 

place who will take this initiative through to 
a successful conclusion.’

To access the transport advice and book-
ings service call 01397 701022 or email 
info@ltabs.org.uk.

ALMOST 100 Lochaber Music 
School pupils played to a packed 
Kilmallie Hall at their annual 
summer concert and fun day 
on Sunday, raising £1,600 in the 
process. 

Many youngsters gave the 

the musicians were less than six 
years old. The junior orchestra 
showed off their talents with 

violins and cellos out in force, 
followed by their teenage friends 
who brought the show to a close 
with their Scottish traditional 
music set.  Afterwards there was 
a barbecue, coconut shy, lucky 

Peter Rose, music school 
director, said: ‘Little babies 

performances, supported by the 

caring, steady hands of their 
proud parents is really something 
quite extraordinarily special. 

‘It was all highly successful 
and the wonderful sum raised 
was more than £1,600 - yet 
another testament of the much 
valued support that Lochaber 
Music School continues to enjoy 
from its pupils, parents and 
friends.’

MEANS tested school transport 
provision, selling assets and 
restructuring service points 
were just some of the suggestions 
made to cut costs at Highland 
Council’s budget consultation in 
Lochaber. 

The meeting in Caol 
Community Centre on Monday 
night was one of a series of 
events across the council area to 
ask members of the public how 
they think costs can be cut to 
save an estimated £63.7 million 
over four years. 

Lochaber Area Committee 
leader councillor Thomas 
MacLennan chaired the meeting, 
with depute chief executive 
Michelle Morris, convenor 
Jimmy Gray and director of 

During a short presentation 

situation and what the council 
had already done to reduce 
spending. 

He said: ‘The demand for 
services is growing and the 
money we’re receiving will 
either stay the same or reduce 
slightly. When you combine that 

situation we’re in. The council 
must save around 11 per cent of 
its overall budget and that money 
has to come from somewhere.’ 

The audience then split 

ARDNAMURCHAN and 
Mallaig High Schools were 
involved in the Lochaber 

Bridge Building Competition, 
on Tuesday May 27 in Fort 
William.

The event held at West 
Highland College, organised by 
Construction Industry Training 
Board and the college, provided 
an opportunity for teams of 
second year pupils to gain  an 
insight into practical engineering 
and construction. 

Five teams took part,  two 
from Mallaig High School and 
three from Ardnamurchan High 
School.

The challenge was to design 
and build a wooden bridge to 
span a 1.1m gap, which will 
carry the maximum load for the 
minimum cost. 

The overall winners were 
Ardnamurchan A, which 
consisted of Ruby Sansom, Jessie 
MacPherson and Chloe Hamilton. 
In second place were 
Ardnamurchan C, third were 
Mallaig High School B and 
fourth were Ardnamurchan B.

Ardnamurchan C won the Best 

the school in this event.

FOURTH year pupils from 
Lochaber and Glenurquhart 
schools took part in a team 
building exercise recently, 
which was provided by local 
companies. 

The pupils were amongst 175 
from 14 different high schools 
who took part in the Bridge to 
Employment programme, on 
June 11, at the Black Isle Show 
Ground.

Bridge to Employment is a 
business-education partnership 
model which has been delivered in 
Highland by LifeScan Scotland. 
It promotes a set of employability 
skills while also demonstrating 
the application in a real business 
setting of science, technology, 
engineering and maths subjects, 
known as STEM.

Chairman of The Highland 
Council’s education, children 
and adult services committee, 
Councillor Alasdair Christie 
said: ‘Job-seeking, mentoring, 
enterprise and leadership skills 
are all developed through the 
Bridge to Employment activities 
which are designed to encourage 
potential among our young 
people. 

‘I would like to thank the 
local businesses who give their 
time to invest in the life-work 
skills of our young people who 
will hopefully be some of their 
employees in the future.’ 

A FISHING boat had to be 
rescued from Loch Linnhe 
when it suffered gearbox 
failure between Fort William 
and Corran Narrows on 
Tuesday morning. 

Oban lifeboat, the Mora 
Edith MacDonald, was tasked 

by Stornoway Coastguard to 
assist the Norwegian vessel 
and arrived on scene shortly 
before 9am. 

Coxswain John Hill said: 
‘Once we reached Corran the 
fog became quite thick.

‘However, using the 

lifeboat’s radar we were 
easily able to locate the 
vessel.’ 

Lifeboat volunteers towed 
the vessel to Fort William 
pier where it was secured 
before heading back to Oban, 
arriving shortly after 12pm. 

quite rare so people have trav-
elled from all over to meet other 
owners. The furthest away have 
come all the way from Reading 
and London.’ 

Donna and Craig Woods 
brought their three pulis, Eddie, 
Lily and Tilly, from Reading and 
said one of them was a rescue 
from Hungary. 

Mrs Woods said: ‘We already 
had two then we heard about 
Lily who was in a killing station 
in Hungary. We saw on Face-
book that someone had rescued 
her and she had been taken to a 
foster home in Germany so we 
drove over to France to collect 
her. She was skin and bones and 
her coat was all matted. 

‘We don’t even know what age 
she is. It’s just awful how they 
are treated.’

Puli owner Jane Wilson said 
after the event: ‘It was a fantas-

made... roll on next year.’

Partners of the Transport Advice and Bookings Service Lochaber launched the new scheme in Fort William. 

into groups and was asked to 
consider how the council can 
change services and practices to 
cut costs. 

Service point closures were 
high on the agenda as earlier this 
year Highland Council put on 
hold the plan to axe more than 

can pay bills or get face-to-face 
advice from staff, from 35 to 12. 

The controversial move sparked 

communities, but alternative 
options were discussed at 
Monday’s meeting.

Sustainable
Fort William and 

Ardnamurchan councillor Bren 
Gormley said: ‘I was dead 
against the closures until I saw 
how little they are actually being 
used. 

‘It’s just not sustainable to keep 

one person coming in a week. 

One group suggested the idea 

would travel to rural areas one 
day a week to provide services 
previously supplied at the 

Changing the current school 
transport system, which is free 

to anyone living further than two 
miles from the nearest suitable 
school,  to an income-assessed 
method was also suggested.

One member of the public said: 
‘When I grew up in western 

way to school regardless and it 
didn’t do me any harm. 

‘I’m not saying we should 
take it away completely but why 
shouldn’t it be means-tested? 

‘If parents are choosing to live 
out in the sticks and can afford 
to pay for the school bus then it 
should be their responsibility to 
get their kids to school.’ 

in a report to be discussed by 
Highland Council later this 
year. 

After the event councillor 
MacLennan said: ‘Some of the 
answers were very interesting. 

‘We have a lot of good stuff 
now. We also had one of the best 
attendances of all of the meetings 
held across the Highlands and I 
think that’s great.’ 

Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan councillor 
Andrew Baxter added: ‘It’s all 
about listening to what residents 
want. I was very impressed with 
how people responded.

‘They were all trying to come 
up with sustainable and suitable 
solutions.’ 

By EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Residents get 
say on where 
budget axe 
should fall

Craig Woods travelled from Reading to Glencoe with his three shaggy pulis, Eddie Lily and Tilly. 20_f25puli02

Jane Wilson shows off her dreadlocked dog Tosh. 20_f25puli01

Proposed wind farm near Strathglass sparks outrage

Innovative new transport project launched

Pupils take 
part in team 
building
exercise

Bridge
challenge
tests school 
students

Lochaber Music School’s junior recorder group performed to proud family and friends.  20_f25concert01

Rare dogs and owners descend 
on Glencoe for charity event

Good turnout at Caol meeting

Lifeboat rescues fishing boat rescued from Loch Linnhe
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WORTH £20*

Handmade Oatcakes and Shortbread
from Fife, Scotland

We produce a range of delicious, 
individually hand made Oatcakes, 
Shortbread and Breakfast Cereals. 

ingredients in Fife, Scotland. 
1x “Fife Cut” Oatmeal Oatcakes 150g
1x “Seeded” Oatmeal Oatcakes 150g

1x Oatmeal Shortbread 250g
1x Oatmeal Shortbread with Belgian 

Chocolate Chips 250g
1x “Fife Cut” Classic 

Shortbread 150g
1x Classic Shortbread with 

Stem Ginger 250g
“Don’t forget your piece!”
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and worldwide subscriptions visit: www.scottishfield.co.uk *Price includes post & packing
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Across
1 Type of boot (7)
5 Release the washing (5)
8 Deference (9)
9 Be in debt to (3)
10 Crosswise, on deck... (5)
12 ...one on a mast (7)
13 Even you don't know how you feel (4-9)
15 Brightly coloured songbird (7)
17 Easy task (5)
19 Glide on snow (3)
20 One who introduces (9)
22 Produce (5)
23 Oriental (7)

Down
1 Ado (3-2)
2 Farewell (3)
3 Took for granted (7)
4 Ones holding extreme views in politics 

(7,6)
5 Deplete (3,2)
6 Testing of conduct (9)
7 One in the works will upset things (7)
11 Sweetbrier (9)
13 Hit the spot (7)
14 Improvements (7)
16 Found in the body, they swell when ill (5)
18 Large graceful bird (5)
21 Used to hit on the table (3)

THA MI a’ creidsinn nach do chuir e mòran iongnaidh air 
daoine a bhith a’ leughadh às ùr bho chionn ghoirid mu na 
tha de dhràibhearan òga an sàs ann an tubaistean rathaid san 
dùthaich seo. 

Mar a bhiodh dùil, tha sàbhailteachd air na rathaidean againn 
bitheanta na chuspair rannsachaidh, agus a rèir coltais tha 
deich sa cheud de dhràibhearan Bhreatainn eadar 17 agus 21 

de thubaistean. 
Aig an aon àm feumar a ràdh gum bheil nas lugha, 

mar àireamh sa cheud den t-sluagh, gam marbhadh ann 
an tubaistean rathaid am Breatann na tha ann an leithid 
Ameireagaidh neo an Fhraing. Ged a tha sin ’s dòcha na 
mhisneachadh, feumar cuimseachadh air suidheachadh far 
nach bi duine idir gam marbhadh air rathaidean, agus tuigear 
carson a tha iomairtean gan dèanamh gus clann aig ìre 
àrd-sgoiltean oideachadh a thaobh nan cunnartan a dh’fhaodas 
tighinn à cus astair is cion eòlais.

Meal do naidheachd! Tha thu air soirbheachadh san 
deuchainn, fhalbh a-nise is ionnsaich! Sin mar a thuirt an 
neach-sgrùdaidh rium fhìn nuair a fhuair mi cead-dràibhidh aig 
aois seachd bliadhna deug, agus gun teagamh tha mi air a bhith 
ag ionnsachadh thar nan ceathrad is naoi bliadhna bhon uairsin. 

Ach tha an saoghal air atharrachadh gu mòr. Chan ionann idir 
càraichean an latha ‘n-diugh seach mar a bha nuair a thòisich 
mise a’ dràibheadh, tha a’ mhòr-chuid aca a-nise fada nas 
motha agus mòran nas cumhachdaiche! 

Tha cuideachd barrachd dhiubh air na rathaidean is iad 
a’ siubhal fada nas luaithe.  Ged a dh’fhaodadh, mar sin, 
bliadhnaichean de dh’eòlas a bhith aig mo leithid-sa, cha 
ghabh àicheadh gum bheil an aois a’ toirt a buaidh fhèin agus 
chan urrainn an dràibhear as sine a bhith cho sùbailte neo cho 
sgiobalta ris an neach as òige.   

’S e fìrinn na cùise gum bheil comasan dràibhidh sàbhailte, 
mar phàirt sam bith eile de ar beatha, na mheasgachadh rèidh 
de dh’eòlas agus ealantas. Agus tha toinisg ag innse dhuinn 
gum bheil deoch-làidir neo drogaichean dol a thoirt buaidh air 
na sgilean sin.  

An saoil sibh mar sin am bheil na planaichean aig leithid 
Google, gus càr a thogail air nach bi feum sam bith air 
dràibhear agus a thèid far an iarrar air a’ bhaghaiste fhèin, nam 
pàirt cudromach de fhreagairt a dh’ionnsaigh sàbhailteachd 
maireann air rathaidean an t-saoghail? 

Mura bheil smachd gu bhith aig duine de na bhios a’ siubhal 
ann, air a’ char sin, tha fhios nach biodh feum air bacadh 
sam bith a chur orra bho dheoch-làidir neo cungaidhean sam 
bith eile!  ’S dòcha gun tigeadh latha sam biodh Riaghaltas 
a’ stiùireadh nan càraichean uile!  Abair trom-laighe 
Orwellianach! 

laudable objective, but the concept of driverless cars is scary. 
After all, we might face a situation where all vehicles were 
‘driven’ by Government. An Orwellian nightmare. 

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

This week’s flashback photograph features Duncan MacKinnon and assistant unloading a coal puffer at the Old Pier, Tobermory, Isle 
of Mull, in the 1950s. It was submitted by Malcolm Black of Connel. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address 

and telephone number. Anyone wishing prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Unloading a coal puffer at the 
Old Pier, Tobermory, 1950s

Housing offers 
best value
Sir,
The Oban Times article on the 

school site and the editorial on 
best value had one major omis-
sion.  

There was no reference in both 
pieces with respect to the afford-
able housing challenge in Oban 
at present or any analysis of the 
value that ACHA’s proposals 
could bring.  

ACHA has 532 properties for 
rent in Oban. We only let 29 
in the whole of last year. The 
demand for affordable housing 
in the town is 659. 

-
cant since 2007.  The association 
believes that by building 37 new 
homes on the site we cannot only 
tackle the serious housing need 
in the town but provide jobs and 
investment through the housing 
construction phase.  

From ACHA’s perspective that 
offers best value on a number 
of fronts.  The association is 
also committed to working 
with Argyll and Bute Council 
to make 15 of the new homes 
available for elderly applicants, 
recognising the town centre 

peoples’ needs.

example of the current housing 
challenges in the town.  ACHA 
has 44 two-bedroomed proper-
ties in Longsdale. There are 350 
applicants on the waiting list for 
one of these properties. We had a 
turnover of one in Longsdale last 
year.  On current trends you will 
wait until you’re 350 years of 
age before you would be offered 
a home.  

In the debate on the future of 

that should be considered.  If we 
do not house our people they do 
not stay, they cannot contribute 
to the economy and they will not 
be part of a growing dynamic 
Oban.

After seven years empty, 

is to provide affordable homes to 
meet Oban’s housing needs.
Alastair MacGregor, Chief 
Executive, Argyll Community 
Housing Association.

 The great council 
giveaway 
Sir,
Argyll and Bute Council plans 
to sell the one thing you can’t 
buy in a pound shop - a whole 
building. 

School building in Oban for £1! 
Before anyone gets too excited 

though, there is a catch. Only 
one party can ‘buy’ this building, 
namely Agyll Community 
Housing Association (ACHA). 

The deal is it will acquire the 
building to demolish it. As well 
as the price tag, ACHA is being 

let off with the £50,000 cost of 
the feasibility study into the site.
The council is paying the bill.

How can the council even 

school for £1? 
I thought the council was 

strapped for cash and would 
want to get the best possible 
offer for it. 

Why on earth should ACHA 
be the only organisation allowed 
to buy the old school? 

Last week’s front page Oban 
Times
have suspected all along, that the 
council has turned away good 
offers since the building was 
marketed. 

I believe Mr Molinari and 
others should be given a chance. 
Mr Molinari loves the building, 

his money where his mouth  is 
and will repay the community a 
thousand fold.

I have recently seen an old 
school in Glasgow that  has been 
beautifully restored and made 

to be an asset in a previously run 
down area.

Why would the council pass up 
the chance of getting a fair price 
for the building as well as having 
a beautifully restored building 
with a new lease of life?
Sarah Swain-Nisbet, Dalintart 
Drive, Oban.

Old school decision 
beggars belief
Sir,
If last week’s Oban Times is to 
believed, there were two bids 

Primary School building. 
Both these bids were submitted 

to Argyll and Bute Council. Both 
these bids were for a considerable 
sum and would have given this 
derelict building a future. 

Yet it would appear our 
councillors ignored these 
bids, for whatever  reason, 
and after considerable delay 
have decided to gift the site to 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) for £1. 

While not  decrying the noble 
aspirations of ACHA, it beggars 
belief that the council, which 
always complains about how 
cash strapped it is, can turn 
down two legitimate offers for 
this building.

Perhaps someone from the 
council can explain why this 
debacle has taken place.

After all surely the council is 
accountable  for its actions, or 
maybe not?
Jim Cunningham, Clachan 
Seil.

Councillors must 
be informed
Sir,
Our councillors must be very 
busy people and must have no 
time to read The Oban Times.

Or they must have poor 

memories - asking price for 
‘eyesore’…June 12 edition. 

I can recall mention of a 
reasonably large cash bid for 

site in The Oban Times and, at 
the time, argued for retention of 
Oban’s architectural heritage as 
a way of maintaining the town’s 
attractiveness to tourists and 
residents. 

Whatever the eventual deci-
sion, councillors need to ensure 
they are informed. They should 
ask questions. Above all, they 
need to move with greater speed 
to guarantee all options remain 
feasible, including preservation 
of the present building.
Ian Reid, Ardconnel Road, 
Oban. 

Gaelic spelling 
Sir,
It might interest Jim Cunningham 
to know that Gaelic has quite 

invariably there is one correct 
way to spell any given word. 

About 20 to 30 years ago the 
Scottish Education Department 
set up a body of experts to 
streamline Gaelic spelling and 
remove inconsistencies that 
existed at the time. 

The result was a remarkable 
document, loved by some and 
hated by others, called Gaelic 
Orthographic Conventions 
(GOC). 

It changed the old spelling for 
the word for a house from ‘tigh’ 
to ‘taigh’. 

There was an extremely good 
reason for this, trust me, so Mr 
Cunningham’s ‘knowledgeable 
Gael’ was exactly that while 
those who cling to ‘tigh’ aren’t 
really wrong, just a bit ‘old 
school’. 

One of the most fundamental 
of all Gaelic spelling rules is 
violated by ‘Seilachan’. 

Anyone with a little Gaelic 
literacy will understand why 
that second ‘e’ is necessary in 
‘Seileachan’. Those who want 
to check on the current correct 
modern Gaelic spelling should 
probably refer to the Teach 
Yourself Gaelic Dictionary, 
generally regarded as the most 
GOC compliant dictionary 
currently available.

Perhaps it would be a good 
idea for English to follow 
Gaelic’s example and streamline 
its spelling. Our transatlantic 
cousins have already done 
this. Could we bring ourselves 
to use nite, color and tire for 
night, colour and tyre?
Ronald Cameron, Banavie, 
Fort William.

Inveraray support 
for wind farm
Sir,
We read with great 
disappointment Malcolm Kirk’s 
letter ‘Wind farm warning’ in 
The Oban Times of Thursday 
June 5. 

In his letter, Mr Kirk commented 
that wind farm owners can offer 
local communities ‘bribes’ as a 
way of encouraging them not to 
object to planning applications 
and he seemed to suggest that 
the people of Inveraray were 
‘after’ these so called ‘bribes’.  

But we would say in the 
strongest possible terms 
that neither Inveraray nor 
its community council were 
‘bribed’ directly or indirectly.

Any monies received by 
groups or organisations in 

Inveraray from the An Suidhe 
Wind Farm Fund are subject 
to the application meeting the 
criteria set out by the operators 
of An Suidhe.

There is no connection to the 
Ardchonnel project and the 
community council plays no part 
in the distribution of the funds.

We feel it is in particularly poor 
taste that despite Argyll and Bute 
Council refusing the application, 
Mr Kirk is still trying to muddy 
the waters and getting the facts 
wrong into the bargain.

The reality is that with the 
population of Argyll set to 
fall 13.7 per cent over the next 
20 years, lack of employment 
opportunities in Mid Argyll is a 
huge issue. 

As a community council, 
we felt the opportunities that 
would arise as a result of the 
Ardchonnel project were too 
great to ignore. 

The returns from the online 
survey we carried in Inveraray 
were from full time residents in 
the town who readily contribute 
to the local council authority and 
spend in the local economy all 
year round - not just fair weather 
voters.

We responded as a community 
after careful consideration and 
again today, we are responding 
to Mr Kirk as a community.

positive position on a situation 
that was considered in its entirety. 
It is also worth mentioning that 
out of the three community 
councils who were consulted, 
including Inveraray, only one 
did not support the application.

We consider the matter to be 
now concluded.
Iain Macaskill, on behalf 
of Inveraray Community 
Council, and Mrs Frances 
O’Hagan.

Health service 
statement untrue
Sir,
With reference to A Redman’s 
letter in your June 5 edition, 
by in large he highlights some 
of the strengths of having a 
devolved government which, 
with Independence or greater 
devolution, will be maintained 
and built upon.

I must, however, take him to 
task regarding his statement 
about Scotland’s National Health 
Service.

In this statement he implies 
that free specialist treatment 
outwith Scotland will no longer 
be available to us. 

This is untrue and to worry 
parents who may currently 
have children being treated 
in specialist centres outwith 
Scotland is irresponsible and 
I am afraid fairly typical of 
supporters of the union. 

I cite Great Ormond Street 
Hospital no less, which has 

arrangements with Scotland’s 
National Health Service will 
continue. 

This highly respected centre 
said this in a complaint to 
an organisation which was 
subsequently forced to withdraw 
its cinema advertisements.

I hope the irony of the headline 
‘More than half of Highlands 
and Islands pensioners living in 
fuel poverty’ is not lost on Mr 
Redman.
Hugh Alexander, North 
Connel.

Pipers and
pipe music of
the  Great War
THE SECOND in a special 

staged by the Scottish Piper’s 
Association will be held on 
Wednesday July 30.

The events follow the 
award of £7,500 from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund to the 
association to research the 
lives and music of the pipers 
involved in the Great War.

The concert will take 
place in the College of 
Piping to coincide with the 
Commonwealth Games.  

full house and was received 
with acclaim and once again 
the stories will be introduced 
by military historian Colin 
Campbell.  

A quartet from the Queen 
Victoria School will play at 
the start of each half and the 
soloists on this occasion will 
be Douglas Murray and Dr 
Angus MacDonald.

Admission to the concerts 
is free and for those unable 
to attend there will be 
live streaming at www.
collegeofpiping.org with a 
booklet to accompany the 
series available from the 
college for £4 plus postage. 

and it was an evening of 
wonderful entertainment 
while also giving a greater 
understanding of the role 
played by the pipers in the 
war.

‘The Bruce 700’
COMMISSIONED by Stirling 
Council, ‘The Bruce 700’, 
composed by piper Allan 
MacDonald, will be premiered 
at the Albert Halls in Stirling 
on Thursday June 26 at 
7.30pm.  

He will be joined on stage 
by his brothers Dr Angus 
and Iain as well as many 
leading Scottish musicians 
including Gaelic singer 

Aidan O’Rourke, piper 
Craig Muirhead and several 
members of the Treacherous 
Orchestra.  

Stirling District Schools Pipe 
Band and the Tolbooth Senior 
Traditional musicians will 

of the evening will showcase 
some of Stirling’s best young 
traditional musicians.  

A piece in honour of 
William Wallace was 
premiered in 2005 at the 
Tolbooth and Stirling Council 
is to be congratulated in once 
again commissioning such a 
large scale composition. 

Tickets are available from 
01786 274000 or email www.
tolbooth.stirling.gov.uk. 

West End festival
THE WONDERFUL setting 
of Kelvinside Hillhead Parish 
Church, Observatory Road, 
will host a concert on Friday 
June 27 at 7.30pm.

The event will feature Mary 
Ann Kennedy together with 
piper Lorne MacDougall, 
from Carradale and guitarist 
Finlay Wells, from Oban.  

Tickets, £10/£8, can be 
bought from Eventbrite or at 
the door.

Piping summer 
schools
SUMMER schools at the 
College of Piping, Otago 
Street, will be held each 

week starting on Monday 

commencing Monday August 
11.  

Children are welcome at 
these sessions which start at 

(Friday 2pm). At the National 
Piping Centre there will be 

commencing on Monday July 
21 and the second on Monday 
July 28. Further information 
available from both venues.

Gaelic Song 
Workshop
THE FINAL workshop in the 
series for Gaelic singing, held 
in the Dram, 232 Woodlands 
Road, at 7pm will be taken by 
Gillebride MacMillan.

It will feature war songs of 
which, with the history of the 

are many.

Congratulations
IT WAS extremely pleasing 
to see Jeannie Campbell’s 
contribution to the world of 
piping has been recognised 
with the award of MBE in the 
Queen’s Honours Lists.  

Many congratulations.

Islay MacTaggart
IT IS with sadness I have to 
intimate the recent death of 
Islay MacTaggart who was 
so well known in the city and 
whose singing entertained so 
many over the years.  

Our sympathy is extended 
to his wife Margaret and the 
family at this sad time.

Diary dates
Friday June 20: Talk with 
Jimmie MacGregor, Webster’s 
Theatre. Jamie MacDougall 
and friends, Cottier’s Theatre, 
6.30pm. Family ceilidh, 
Glasgow University Union, 
7pm. £7, accompanied 
children free.
Saturday June 21:  
Highlander’s Club Dance, 
Partick Burgh Hall, 8pm 
- Charlie Kirkpatrick’s Band.  
Dick Gaughan, Webster’s 
Theatre, 7.30pm. Gruffalo’s 
Child for children aged three 

Community Centre, 64, 
Balmoral Street, G14 0HB, 
2pm. Booking essential. 
Call 0141 341 1025 or email 
linda@anlochran.com.
Tuesday June 24: Live at 
the Star, Admiral Bar, 72a, 
Waterloo Street, 8pm - Gerry 
Green. Gaelic Song Workshop 
- see above.
Thursday June 26: The 
Bruce, Albert Halls, Stirling 
- see above.
Friday June 27: Mary Ann 
Kennedy and friends - see 
above. Findlay Napier and 
Rebecca Pronsky, CCA, 
Sauchiehall Street, 8pm.
Saturday June 28: Glasgow 
Celtic Society Shinty Cup 
Final, Old Anniesland, 
Glasgow.
Sunday June 29: Fiddler’s 
Bid and friends, Albert Halls, 
Stirling, 7.30pm.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Park Bar this 
weekend will be provided 
by Eriskay Lilt on Friday, 
Scott Harvey on Saturday 
and Nicky McMichan/Martin 
Pottinger on Sunday. 

In the Islay Inn it will be 
Trail West on Friday and 
Black Velvet on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

What are today’s essential services?
THE RESIDENTS of Marine Court in Dunstaffnage must have 
breathed a sigh of relief when they were told they had been al-
located one of the new homes there.

32 occupiers were among the lucky ones.
So imagine the frustration when they found out they could not 

connect a phone line and would subsequently be without internet 
for up to two months.

‘That’s not essential’, I hear you cry. Running water, sanitation, 
electricity and heating is all you need to survive.

That may be true, but in this increasingly digital world we are 
encouraged to shop, bank, communicate, socialise and even seek 
entertainment through the internet - and that is overlooking the 
dangerous combination of having no landline phone and a patchy 
mobile phone signal.

Many of these homes are occupied by young families and the 
unpredictability of having a little one is stressful enough without 
worrying whether you can make an emergency call.

Urban areas are enjoying the rolling out of 4G technology, 
giving faster internet access on the move. In this 21st century, 
should rural areas accept they may have no connection at all?  
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OUTDOOR INSPIRED PERFORMANCE 
BECAUSE LIFE NEVER STOPS MOVING

Wishing continuted success for  another fifty years

50 years of quality

Nancy Black’s Karina and Sean Jameson, left, with former owners Nancy Black and Ian Wallace

Congratulations to 
Nancy Blacks and here’s 

NANCY Black’s store in Oban 
is something of an Argyll tradi-
tion.

Celebrating it’s 50th year of 
dedication and service to the 
community it has only had 
three very special owners. 

Established by Miss Nancy 
Black in 1965 the shop has seen 
little changes to the high-qual-
ity of the goods it sells. In fact, 
many feel it is a benchmark for 
quality and success for Oban 
and far beyond.

The store has extended and 
developed a range of products 
that are second-to-none in 
quality and reputation.

The Oban Times caught up 
with Miss Nancy Black, who set 
up her shop with £400 and an 
innovative business plan, firstly 
in polished stone.

Nancy took over a former 
doctor’s surgery on Albany 
Street, opposite the then GPO, 
where she became an importer 
and polisher of stones.

As her business grew so did 
her ambitious. She said: ‘I 

looked about Oban and won-
dered how I could sell things 
that people needed. That’s 
when I started also selling wa-
ter proof jackets and wellies.’

As the business grew so did 
the need for bigger premises 
and that’s when the shop was 
relocated into Argyll Square.

Nancy said: ‘I worked seven 
days a week. It is hard being in 
business in Oban.’

Over the years Nancy had 
loyal customers who relied 
on her for advice. One novice 
fisherman from Lismore came 
into the shop and asked for 
rope, when Nancy asked him 
how much, he said ‘enough 
to reach the bottom.’ Nancy 
said she ended up locating 
the place on sea charts that 
he wanted to put his lobster 
creels in order to find out how 
much rope the man would 
need.

Anyone who visited the shop 
as child will remember the feel-
ing of awe and wonder at all the 
things kept in the shop.

Over time Nancy decided to 
take a manager into the busi-
ness. One man struck her as 
someone that she would like 
to work with and that was Ian 
Wallace. 

Nancy says of their relation-
ship that there was ‘never a 
cross word’ in their many years 
of working together, he was a 
good family man and that from 
the outset they worked well 
together.

The partnership was very 
successful and even led to 
the development of the boat 
yard on Kerrera which over 12 
years together they built up the 
marina on the island.

In 1990 Ian, a father of five, 
took over the business and 
continued to develop the 
reputation of the store over a 
20-year period.

Some three years ago Ian 
decided to put the business 
onto the market for a new gen-
eration to take over and that is 
when a young couple from the 
east coast of Scotland decided 

to take on the mantle of Nancy 
Blacks.

Sean and Karina Jameson, 
originally from Dalgety Bay, 
saw the opportunity for such 
a well known and respected 
brand as Nancy Blacks.

Sean found out about the 
sale of the Nancy Blacks 
business by asking company 
representatives for work as 
an agent for marine based 
suppliers. When he found out 
about Nancy Blacks in Janu-
ary 2012 the couple almost 
immediately visiting the shop 
and only two months later 
came over and started to run 
the shop.

Sean, 41, was brought up 
with sailing so the chandlery 
side of the business interested  
him, but the clothing side of 
the business got him and 
Karina, 31, very excited due to 
the potential for the continued 
growth.

Sean said that he still benefits 
from advice from previous own-
ers.
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THE OBAN TIMES
FREE EVENT LISTING

FRIDAY 20TH JUNE
Clan Lachlan Gathering, Castle Lachlan, Argyll, 3 Day Event, Opens 11am
Grit, The Martyn Bennett Story, Druimfin, Tobermory, 7.30pm
Cancer Research: An Evening of Light, Parish Church, Glencruitten Rd, Oban, 8pm

SATURDAY 21ST JUNE
Clan Lachlan Gathering, Castle Lachlan, Argyll
Oban Lifeboat Open Day, Lifeboat Station, South Pier, Oban, 11am-3pm
National Collective Cafe Sessions, Skipinnish, Oban, 3pm
Grit, The Martyn Bennett Story, Druimfin, Tobermory, 7.30pm
Worldwide Commonwealth Family Ceilidh Dance, Corran Halls, 8pm 
Indian Peter’s Coffee House told by Mike Maran, Easdale Island Hall, 8.45pm

SUNDAY 22ND JUNE
Lorne Highland Games, Mossfield Park, Oban, 11am
Elements ‘Talking Science’ Fair, Corran Halls, Oban, 11-4pm
Craft Fayre, Creagan Inn Appin, 12-5pm
Clan Lachlan Gathering, Castle Lachlan, Argyll
Ramblers Association guided walk, Aonach Eagach Ridge, Glen Coe
Grit, The Martyn Bennett Story, Druimfin, Tobermory, 7.30pm

MONDAY 23RD JUNE
Independence Referendum Public Meeting, Kilmelford Village Hall, 7pm

TUESDAY 24TH JUNE
Extreme Stunt Show, Mossfield Stadium, Oban, 7.30pm

WEDNESDAY 25TH JUNE
Extreme Stunt Show, Lochaber Rural Complex, 7.30pm

THURSDAY 26TH JUNE
Ramblers Association guided walk, Isle of Luing circuit

FRIDAY 27TH JUNE
Ramblers Association, Kinlochewe Weekend, Friday-Sunday
Independence Referendum Public Meeting, Benderloch, 7pm
John C King, Live at Railway Club, Fort William, 8.15pm

SATURDAY 28TH JUNE
Ramblers Association guided walk, Rannoch to Corrour, Starts Bridge of Orchy

Email details of your event to
whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

The 
Independence 
Referendum

Guest Speakers:
Michael Russell 
MSP
Gordon MacNab
Bill Crossan
Kilmelford
Village Hall
23rd June 7pm

ALSO:
Benderloch June 
27th 7.30pm
Seil June 30th 7pm
Organised by
Yes, Lorn and the Isles

Public 
Meeting

Yes?
No?
Don’t 
Know?

Get 
informed

For The Best In 
Country Music
JOHN C 
KING

Appearing Live In
Railway Club, Fort William

Fri 27th June
Doors Open 8.15pm  

Admission £7
Tickets On Sale From Club
Presented By Square 

Deal Promotions

A RETIREMENT ‘creatives’ 
exhibition of past and present 
pupils of school teacher Val 
Hamilton is showing off the 
high quality of work created 
by the students.

The exhibition based, in a 
shop opposite Oban Parish 

Church, shares the work of 
pupils over a career spanning 
36 years. Everyone who 
visited the opening event 
were impressed by the high 
calibre of the work. From 
fabric and clothes design, 
paintings, modern and 

traditional art, architecture, 

up artist, Mrs Hamilton’s 
designs on the careers of 
Oban High School students 
have been far reaching.

Mrs Hamilton is retiring 
at the end of this term from 

her post of principal teacher 
of art and design at Oban 
high school. The exhibition 
continues every day until 
June 28 in the former Horse 
Box shop on Soroba Road, 
between 10am and 5pm; 
closed between 1 and 2pm.

Art and design teacher Val Hamilton, centre front, with former pupils and husband George Hamilton. 15_t25val1

Creatives exhibition showcases 
wide array of talent 

A DANCE show organised 
by Oban High School 
fourth year students hits 
the town’s  Corran Halls 
stage tonight (Thursday).

Sophie Lamb and Amy 
Halcrow have put their 
heads together to organise 
the Dance for Donations 
concert because they have 
a passion for dance and 

wanted to use that to raise 

charity Mary’s Meals.
Dance schools from the 

Oban and Lorn area will 
be represented, including 
Taynuilt’s Ballet West, 
Adele Askew, Eilidh 
MacInnes and Isla Munro 
Highland dancing schools, 
Atlantis Lesiure centre 

and, of course, the high 
school.

The girls have cho
reographed a few dances 
themselves to include in the 
evening’s entertainment, 

to bring all the area’s dance 
schools together.

A number of local busi
nesses have kindly donated 

drawn during the interval. 
Tickets can be bought from 
Oban High School and the 
Corran Halls.

Mary’s Meals provides 
one meal a day for more 
than 890,000 children at
tending school in develop
ing countries all over the 
world.

Some of the girls who are taking part in the Dance for Donations show.

Dance schools come together for 
one night only charity show

INVERNESS is to host an 
international conference 
which celebrates the major 
contribution that Scotland’s 
canals make to com
munities, tourism and the 
economy across the nation.

Following a successful 
bid from Scottish Canals, 
the World Canals confer
ence will be coming to the 

city in September 2016.
As the biggest event in the 
international waterways 
calendar, Inverness joins 
an illustrious list of past 
hosts including the Grand 
Canal in China, Montreal 
in Canada and New York in 
the USA.

More than 150 canal 
enthusiasts, professionals 

and operators from across 
the world will jet, sail and 
drive into the Highlands for 

Under the theme of 
partnership working, 
Scottish Canals and others 
will showcase the range of 

canal network.

Inverness to host World 
Canals conference

AN OCEAN Explorer 
centre at the Marine Sci
ence Park, Dunstaffnage, 
marked the foundations of 
its organisation by asking a 
primary seven pupil to give 
an inaugural speech.

of the centre last Monday, 
Stuart Black of Lochnell 
Primary School spoke 
about what the sea means to 
a child’s future. When the 
association was formed 130 
years ago, a young person 
also spoke about the future 
of the sea.

Stuart, 12,  said that during 
a project with the Scottish 
Association for Marine Sci
ence (SAMS), he developed 
his understanding of what 
the sea meant to him.

‘The future of the world 
would be very boring with
out the sea,’ he said, ‘and 

we should not take it for 
granted. Many people rely 
on the sea for their living.

‘I am aware that one day 
children may not be able to 
play in the ocean because it 
might be toxic. People are 
not thinking about the next 
generation when they con
tinue to pollute the ocean.’

SAMS director Lawrence 
Mee, said that at one of 

organisation that became 
SAMS, a young person was 
also asked to talk. He said it 

a speech.
Anuschka Miller, direc

tor of the Ocean Explorer 
centre, said: ‘The future of 
the sea is in the hands of our 
children. The centre allows 
people to understand the 
ocean a little better. 

She continued: ‘Between 

in the marine sphere. Hu
mans are the aliens on this 

the sea.’ 
David Adams McGip, 

regional director of Vis
itScotland, said: ‘The Ocean 
Explorer Centre at SAMS is 
a welcome new attraction 
for the area and will appeal 
to local people of all ages as 
well as visitors from further 

‘The centre introduces the 

research carried out at 
SAMS using high levels of 
interactivity and focuses on 
local projects so that people 
can follow progress and bet
ter understand our evolving 
relationship with the marine 
environment.’

The centre is open daily 
from 10am until 5pm.

Michael Russell MSP Argyll and Bute, centre, officially opened the Ocean Explorer Centre 
at the Scottish Association for Marine Science on Monday afternoon. Stuart Black, left, 
gave an outstanding speech on what the sea means to children and Anuschka Miller, 

centre director, showed visitors around the centre.

Ocean Explorer Centre 
encourages all ages to 
learn about the seas

MUSICIAN Donald Shaw 
returned to Oban High 
School to help inspire the 
next generation of perform
ers and writers.

Donald, the artistic di
rector of Glasgow’s Celtic 
Connections, hails from 
Taynuilt and formed his 
band Capercaillie while 
still at Oban high.

Visiting the school last 
week, he worked with the 
pupils in the Traditional 
School of Music.

He also helped Advanced 

Higher English pupils, 
who have been working in 
collaboration with Donald 
and the National Trust for 
Scotland on a project enti
tled Changing Landscape 
of Iona. 

Music arrangement

changes to the landscape 
and conservation of 
wildlife, the pupils have 
worked with Donald to 
create and arrange music 
that conveys their thoughts 
and feelings.

The English students have 
produced pieces of writing 
under the guidance of Jan 
Sutch Pickard, local poet 

their thoughts of the evolv
ing landscape.

There will be a showcase 
of the pupils’ work on 
Monday in Iona Abbey 
at 3pm and in Oban High 
School the following day 
at 7pm.

Donald Shaw will be at 
both events performing 
alongside the pupils.

Donald Shaw met pupils of the Traditional School of Music on his return to Oban High 
School.

Oban High School English and 
Music pupils in collaboration 
with Donald Shaw
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• How to Train Your Dragon 2 
(PG)
The thrilling second chapter of the epic 
HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON trilogy 
returns to the fantastical world of the heroic 
Viking Hiccup and his faithful dragon 
Toothless. The inseparable duo must protect 
the peace – and save the future of men and 
dragons from the power- hungry dragon.
• Blended (12A)
After a disastrous blind date, single parents 
Lauren (Barrymore) and Jim (Sandler) 
agree on only one thing: they never want 
to see each other again. But when they each 
sign up separately for a fabulous family 
vacation with their kids, they are all stuck 
sharing a suite at a luxurious African safari 
resort for a week.
• The Athlete (Atletu)
AFRICA IN MOTION - SCOTLAND AFRICAN 
FILM FESTIVAL
Running the streets of Rome in 1960, an 
unknown, barefoot Ethiopian man stunned 
the world by winning Olympic gold in the 
marathon. Overnight, Abebe Bikila became 
an Olympic legend. A hero in his own 
country and on the continent, Bikila was 
the first African to win a gold medal and, 
four years later in Tokyo, the first person 

in history to win consecutive Olympic gold 
medals in the marathon. This soldier and 
quiet son of a shepherd is considered by 
many to be the greatest long-distance 
runner in history. But his life story only 
began with Olympic medals. One evening 
while returning to his home in Addis Ababa 
after training in the Ethiopian countryside, 
fate would present this remarkable 
champion with his greatest challenge; to 
dig deep within, not just to run the next 
mile but to find the will to live. The race 
of his life had a new beginning and would 
lead him to places he could never have 
imagined.
• Oculus (15)
Ten years ago, tragedy struck the Russell 
family, leaving the lives of teenage siblings 
Tim and Kaylie forever changed when 
Tim was convicted of the brutal murder 
of their parents. Now in his 20s, Tim is 
newly released from protective custody and 
only wants to move on with his life; but 
Kaylie, still haunted by that fateful night, 
is convinced her parents’ deaths were 
caused by something else altogether:  a 
malevolent supernatural force unleashed 
through the Lasser Glass, an antique mirror 
in their childhood home. Determined to 

prove Tim’s innocence, Kaylie tracks down 
the mirror, only to learn similar deaths 
have befallen previous owners over the 
past century.  With the mysterious entity 
now back in their hands, Tim and Kaylie 
soon find their hold on reality shattered 
by terrifying hallucinations, and realise, 
too late, that their childhood nightmare is 
beginning again..
• Devil’s Knot (15)
Devil’s Knot is a hauntingly true mystery 
about who killed three children in a small 
town. Set in a tiny southern town gripped 
in fear over supposed satanic ritual 
murders, it shows the trial and conviction of 
teenagers, Damien Echols, Jessie Misskelley 
Jr., and Jason Baldwin, also known as the 
West Memphis Three. The defendants, 
each of then a social outsider, quickly find 
themselves up against a community crying 
out for justice, as well as the police who 
believe the murders were carries out as part 
of a satanic occult ritual.  Colin Firth stars 
as Ron Lax, a local private investigator, and 
Reese Witherspoon stars as Pam Hobbs, the 
mother of one of the murdered boys, who 
both come to suspect that all is not as it 
appears and while the police call the crimes 
satanic….the truth is far scarier.

         Maleficent Thurs 19th 16.00 2D, 19.00 (screen 2)
Grace of Monaco Thurs 19th 18.00
A Million Ways to Die in the West Thurs 19th 20.30
How to Train Your Dragon 2 Sat 21st 13.00 2D, 15.30 3D

Sun 22nd 13.00 3D, 15.30 2D
Blended Fri 20th 16.00, 19.00 (screen 2) Sat 21st 18.00

Sun 22nd 20.30 Mon 23rd 16.00
Tues 24th 18.00 Wed 25th 19.00 (screen 2)
Thurs 26th 20.30

The Athlete (Atletu) Mon 23rd 19.30
Oculus Fri 20th 21.00 Sat 21st 19.00 (screen 2)

Sun 22nd 18.00 Mon 23rd 19.00 (screen 2)
Tues 24th 19.00 (screen 2) Wed 25th 20.30
Thurs 26th 18.00

Devil’s Knot Fri 20th 18.30 Sat 21st 20.30
Sun 22nd 19.00 (screen 2) Mon 23rd 16.00 (screen 2)
Tues 24th 20.30 Wed 25th 18.00
Thurs 26th 19.00 (screen 2)

NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE
A Small Family Business Thurs 26th 14.00 (Encore) Te
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To advertise in our community noticeboard call 01631 568000

To  showing
at Oban Phoenix Cinema
Monday to Wednesday
throughout June

2 FOR 1 
ENTRY

Oban Phoenix Cinema
140 George Street, Oban

01631 562444

OBAN TIMES READER OFFER

Oban Lifeboat Open Day
Saturday 21 June 2014, 11am - 3.00pm

• Step aboard Oban’s Trent Lifeboat •  Seafari trips 
round Oban Bay • Meet the RNLI’s Stormy Stan

• Teas • Home Baking • Burgers • Seafood • Tombola 
• Treasure Map • Vintage Fire Engine • Lucky Duck 

Draw • Children’s Painting Table
• SAMS Fun Science Experiments • Raffle

Come and join in the fun at Oban Lifeboat Station,
South Pier, Oban

Worldwide Commonwealth
Family Ceilidh Dance

Sat. 21st June, 8pm - 10:30pm
In Corran Halls, Oban
Neil Sinclair Sound

Tickets from Corran Halls
Adult £3, 13-15 £1

Under 13’s free
RSCDS Lorn (Argyll) Branch

Registered Scottish Charity SC 025326
Contact Sue Porter 01631 563013

OBAN U3A
Tuesday 1 July 2014

at 10.30am
Studio Theatre and cafe 
area, Corran Halls, Oban

Our new meeting place benefits 
from no stairs and a hearing 

loop, enabling more members 
to participate

NATIONAL 
COLLECTIVE
Cafe Session

Skipinnish, George St, 
Oban

Saturday 21st June
3-4.30pm

All welcome
Free Event

5th Oban 
Brownies

Table top sale 
Saturday
21st June

Guide Hall, Oban
11am til 2pm

ONE OF Scottish tourism’s

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

A thumbs up for Oban: Some of those attending last week’s Oban business forum, from left: Calum Ross of OLTA, BIDS director Graeme Bass, guest speaker Stephen Leckie, OLTA 
chairwoman Linda Battison, BIDS director Sandy McArthur, BIDS director Andrea Simpson and BIDS chairman John Forteith. 16_t25bids01 

CANCER RESEARCH UK
AN EVENING

OF LIGHT MUSIC
by The Lorn Chorus and 

Friends
in The Parish Church, 

Glencruitten Road
Friday 20th June 2014

8.00pm
Entry by donation

All welcome

-
-

-

-
-

-

Jura Lives project workers with Dr Nick Barratt of prize sponsor Sticks Research 
Agency and Sue Hampson, right, chairwoman of the Community Archives and 

Heritage Group.

Jura Lives given UK 
Heritage award

-

-

-
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Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,

Portree, Isle of Skye

Accounts Preparation for companies, 
sole traders and partnerships, charities, 

income and corporation tax, VAT & 
payroll bureau.

Business plans, start up advice.

Enquiries welcomed from: 
SKYE, THE WEST HIGHLANDS

AND WESTERN ISLES

Tel: 01478 612942
Fax: 01478 613091

We can all use a little help and advice from time to time, is 
the commonly held belief.

But the fact of the matter is we could do with a lot more help and 
advice than we ask for. 

Whether it’s looking for a new deal on some of your monthly out-
goings, or a life-changing decision, it is worth speaking to a local 
expert you know you can trust.

Often, we like to muddle through our options, hoping to glean as 
much as we can from literature on online resources.

But before you do, have a look at our feature to find out which 
experts are right on your doorstep.

Established and Trading within Argyll since 1903 – 111 years serving the community

Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6EG   
Tel: (01586) 552020 (24hrs)   

Email: sales@dmcnairshipping.com

Competitively Priced Fuel throughout Argyll, serving YOU, when you need us

No sales 

gimmicks 

or promotions  

just fair 

pricing every 

week  - year in 

year out

How much are you 
paying for your fuel?
Heating Oil / Marine Fuel 

Tractor Diesel / Road Diesel
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LETTINGS 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
SALES 

PROPERTY REVIEWS
PROPERTY NEWS 
LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

FOR SALE

details at www.obantimes.co.uk/digital

Save 50% 
when you 

subscribe to 

The Oban Times
digital edition!

HOUSE SITE FOR SALE
On the Island of Berneray, North Uist

1/4 acre or thereby with use of adjacent 
land if required.  Seaside location with 
stunning views, would suit yachting/

boating person.  
Enquiries to Box No 100 

The Oban Times, Lochavullin Estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB

Urgently seeking
family home on

the Isle of Mull for
professional

married couple.
Prefer a one year letting 

due to job relocation 
(August 2014). Excellent 
references are available.
Minimum of 2 bedrooms 

required.
Please contact: 

Alison on 01252 545761, email: 
amckenzie@farnborough.ac.uk

Window Blinds

Check out my new website at www.johnjrodgers.co.uk

Architectural & Building Consultant

Professional Person
moving to Lochgilphead to 

start new job requires furnished 
accommodation to rent in or 

around Lochgilphead.
Please contact
07510 795212
for more details

WANTED

OFFERS IN THE REGION OF £245,000

LOW MACHRIMORE FARMHOUSE, SOUTHEND, 
BY CAMPBELTOWN, ARGYLL

• Entrance Porch
• Dining Room
• Utility Room
• Family Bathroom
• Central Heating
• Neat Gardens
• Workshop 

• Spacious Lounge
• Luxury Kitchen
• 5 Bedrooms
• Shower Room
• Double Glazing
• Beautiful Patio
• Substantial Store

Brochure from The Property Shop, Stewart Balfour & Sutherland.  
Tel: (01586) 553737.  www.sbsproperty.co.uk Email: sales@sbsproperty.co.uk

RICS UK Residential Market Survey, May 2014

A continued lack of properties coming onto the 
market has failed to stem the tide of prospective 
home buyers, according to the latest RICS Resi-
dential Market Survey.

The national supply of new homes coming onto 
the market in Scotland has remained behind new 
buyer demand since April 2013. This continues 
to have a knock on effect on house prices, with a 
net balance of 31 per cent of chartered surveyors 
reporting an increase in prices last month.

In the month that saw UK house prices reach 
record levels (average UK home now £186,512) 
and greater lending restrictions begin to impact 
the market, respondents reported that in Scotland 
the scaling back in the provision of mortgage 
finance has been a little less marked than else-
where; the average Loan to Value (LTV) ratio in 
Scotland among first time buyers dropped to 86 
per cent (from 88 per cent in April) but it remained 
more resilient amongst other types of borrowers. 
More modest expectations for growth are visible 
in the longer term as respondents’ expectations 
for Scottish house prices over the next 12 months 
dropped from 3.2 per cent to 2.2 per cent - the 
lowest since November 2013.

Thomas Baird MRICS Registered Valuer, Select 
Surveyors Ltd, Glasgow/ Edinburgh said: ‘With 
Home Report instructions increasing and house 
sale prices on the rise there is growing optimism 
within the market that the summer months will 
be strong from a business perspective.

‘April also saw an increase in activity within the 
rental sector with a net balance of 44 per cent of 
respondents predicting a rise in rent prices during 
the next quarter.’

Continued decline in housing supply 
drives up house prices in Scotland
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Call now to 

Tel: 01631 568020

G
URGENTLY REQUIRED

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

4X4s
TOP PRICE PAID
INSTANT COLLECTION 
AND PAYMENT
ANY AGE AND CONDITION 

Vindo 32

Tel 01764 684442 or 07807 892682

Sail The West in safety & style with 
this elegant example of the renowned 
Swedish Cruiser. Mahogany  Coach-
house,  Teak decks, GRP hull, 8.9m LOA. 
Excellent Inventory, subtle up-grades 
, Volvo Penta engine & gearbox. Ready 
to sail, berthed at Ardfern.  

£24750

WANTED

Telephone
07546 788945

All types of good quality 4x4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4x4 pickups, must be in good condition and 

reasonable mileage. Older 4x4s and non runners/
MOT failures etc considered. Will collect.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 
07923 091694 or email 

wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and 
camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

WANTED

Telephone: 
07703490572 ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all 

pickups single or double cabs, 
any condition, runner or not, high 

miles no problem.

WANTED URGENTLY

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

MOTORHOMES &
CARAVANS 
WE WONT BE BEATEN ON 
PRICE, FINANCE SETTLED, 
INSTANT COLLECTION AND 
DIRECT PAYMENT.

Suzuki DR350SE

£1,500

Tel: 07780 706838

MOT until February 
2015, P748 VAP, Good 
Condition and can 
be seen in Oban

Nissan Navara dark blue

£12,000 o.n.o. (Arran)

Tel: 07866 093824

58 Plate
Tax & Mot
47000 miles
Excellent condition, 
Leather interior 
Upgraded Sat-Nav
Roll on cover included

Toyota Yaris, 2003

£2,250

Call 01631 562746

1.3 petrol, 3 door silver hatchback, 
automatic, low mileage 64,700 
miles,  years mot, 11 months road 
tax, electric windows, air con, radio 
cd player, folding rear seats, alloy 
wheels, sun roof, central locking, 
airbags. 3 miles Oban.

Honda CR-V 2.0 i-tec ex

£11,500

Call 01631 562746

58 plate, 4WD, 5 door, petrol, low 
mileage 48,000, colour gray, automatic, 
leather interior, heated seats, cruise 
control, double sun roof, all round 
sensors & rear reverse camera, new 
detachable tow bar never used, satnav, 
blue tooth, radio/cd, high spec in 
excellent condition, 11 months road tax, 
mot to dec 14, 3 miles Oban.

Mercedes 814 Lorry

Offers

Tel: 01631 760236

Complete with livestock container.
Will sell separate.

Fiat Marea

£700 o.n.o.

Tel: 07792 174468

1.6 auto. T Reg, Silver, 
runs and drives well, 
33000 miles, sun roof, 
petrol approx. 40mpg, 
workshop manual disk. 
MOT to Dec 2014, 
Taxed July 2014.

Honda Civic Imagine 1686 
Diesel

£1,250

Tel: 01586 830633

Good condition, 
road tax end September.

Volvo V50 2.0 Diesel 

£3,495

Tel: 01583 441135 or 07983 627006

55 reg, 97000 miles, MOT June 
2015, Tax Sep 2014, 6 speed. 
Lovely car in superb condition & 
drives like new, getting 55MPG.  
Detachable tow bar fitted by 
Volvo at a cost of £800.  

Avon Searider 5.4m

Tel 07733 808949  Lochgair

Yamaha 90, 2 stroke,
new batteries, Internal fuel tank,

Many extras, Roller Coaster trailer, 
Flush through hubs.

£5500 ono

Mazda MX5 2007

£5750 o.v.n.o.

Tel: 01880 820177

Electric hard top convert-
able. rare copper red,
65000 miles, recent 
service history everything 
works. very good 
condition. 10 months tax.

FORD MONDEO ZETEC

£1,200 o.n.o.

Tel: 01586 551716 or 07810 737323

2005, 05 plate, 1.8 
petrol, 67,000 miles, 
silver, MOT’d till 11th 
May 2015, new brake 
discs and pads fitted, 
good car

Hardy Pilot 20

Tel 01563 522696 or 07899701235

Inboard Volvo Diesel 
MD22 with new 6hp 
auxiliary engine. 
GPS ship to shore radio. 
With road trailer. 
Boat had full service end 
of last season.

£12,500 o.v.n.o.

Nissan X-trail 2l Sport 2006

£3,750 o.n.o.

Tel: 07717 531 241

5 Door, petrol, 
56,000 miles, 
MOT till June 2015, 
good condition.

Victor 34

For more details Tel. 07766 234711
or see www.tarbertshipshape.com

45 hp diesel, 
very full inventory, 
lying Tarbert.

£30,000

14.5’ Post Boat

Telephone: 07411 180755

Built by Character Boats, 
Jeckells tan sails, canopy, 
boat cover, all fittings 
stainless steel, exceptionally 
good condition, 
braked trailer

£7,995

WANTED

Please telephone
07783 638067

Caravans and motorhomes
Any make, Model or condition. 
Instant decision and payment.

1977 Mirror Dinghy

For more information telephone 01880 770 121 

Very Good Condition, 
always stored in garage, 
ready to sail complete with 
Trident road trailer and 
launching trailer.

£600

Mercedes SL320

£3000

Tel: 01770 830277 - (Arran)

1994 127000 miles
Drives very smoothly 
and with masses of 
power
Coloured white - good 
condition mot & taxed.

24ft Eventide

Tel: 01852 314166

Double diagonal planked, oak 
frames, fibreglass sheathed, junk 
rigged, 11HP Lombardini diesel. 
Mooring, shed, trailer, chart 
plotter and equipment. 
Will sell separately. 
Isle of Luing.

£15,000

Follow us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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New four-wheeled lap 
record for the 37.8-mile 
course stands at 19:26 
– beating 2011 record 
established by Higgins 
in previous-generation 
WRX STI

Minimal modifications 
to record-beating road 
car

The Subaru WRX STI 
has once again bro-
ken the four-wheeled 
lap record around the 
famous Isle of Man TT 
circuit, with British rally 
champion Mark Higgins 
setting a new record of 
19 minutes 26 seconds 
in a production version 
of the newly launched 
high-performance sa-
loon.

Higgins’s lap around 
the challenging 37.8-
mile TT Mountain 
course saw him post 
an average speed of 
116mph and a top 
speed of over 160mph.

Manxman Higgins 
completed his timed 
run under closed road 
conditions as part of the 
TT schedule and beat 
his previous record, 
set in 2011, when he 
set a time of 19 minutes 
56.7 seconds. That was 
done at the wheel of 
the previous-genera-
tion WRX STI, breaking 
a record that had stood 
for 21 years.

As with the previous 
record-breaking car, the 
WRX STI used for Hig-
gins’s run was a stand-
ard Subaru production 
car (US specification), 
equipped with a 300ps 
2.5-litre horizontally-
opposed turbocharged 
Boxer engine.

The only modifica-
tions to the car involved 
the springs and damp-
ers, which were ad-
justed to minimise any 

potential damage when 
the car encountered 
the course’s many 
bumps and jumps at 
high speed. The WRX 
STI was also equipped 
with essential safety 
enhancements, includ-
ing a roll-cage, race 
harness and fire sup-
pression system and 
was fitted with Dunlop 
Derezza tyres.

Mark said of his run: “It 
was quite a lap we did 
today and I am really 
happy to have another 
record in the bank. The 
chassis of the new car 
is so much better it re-
ally allowed me to pick 
up time in each sector 
in the more technical 
parts of the course.

“There is nothing like 
the TT course in all rac-
ing. Not just because of 
its length but the eleva-
tion changes, constant 
surface variations as 
you shift from town to 
country roads and the 
fact we run from 30mph 
and then up to 160mph 
plus for much of the 
race.”

The outright lap 
record on the TT course 
was set in 2013 by 
John McGuinness on 
a Honda CBR1000RR 
‘Fireblade’. McGuin-
ness posted a time of 
17 minutes 11.6 sec-
onds, equivalent to 
an average speed of 
131.7mph.

The all-new Subaru 
WRX STI is now on sale 
in the UK for £28,995 (on-
the-road) – representing 
a price cut of £4,000 
compared to the previ-
ous version of the car. To 
find out more about the 
new WRX STI, and Sub-
aru’s range of All-Wheel 
Drive models, visit www.
subaru.co.uk.

Rally ace Mark Higgins 
sets new lap record 
around famous TT 
circuit in all-new Subaru 
WRX STI

Approved Used Cars in Stock
SUBARU IMPREZA 2.5 WRX-STI TYPE UK 5 Door HATCHBACK  ........................................ £17,495
SUBARU IMPREZA 2.0D RX 5 Door HATCHBACK  ...................................................... £15,000
SUBARU WRX STI 2.5 TYPE UK 4 Door  ....................................................................... £24,000
SUBARU WRX STI 2.5 TYPE UK 4 Door  ....................................................................... £22,495
SUBARU BRZ 2.0 SE LUX 2 DOOR COUPE  ................................................................ £25,000
SUBARU BRZ 2.0 SE 2 DOOR COUPE  .........................................................................£22,495
SUBARU BRZ 2.0 SE 2 DOOR COUPE  ........................................................................ £20,995

Non Approved Used Cars in Stock 
LOTUS ELISE S2 1.8 S  ................................................................................................. £19,000

John Spicer will be at the Mid Argyll Show on Saturday 9th August. If there is 
any specific model you would like to arrange to test drive that weekend please 
contact him now to discuss your requirements. Tel: 07831808702

in our new look 

Tel: 01631 568020

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

CROFT MOTORS
SERVICES
Unit 5B, Ben Nevis Estate
Fort William

Tel. 01397 703877

Sailing Yacht

Tel: 07777 000000 or
01631 568000 (after 5pm)

Stainless Steel Rails, Bow Roller 
and Anchor Locker, Pilot House 
with triple opening doors, Twin 
Berths and convertible saloon, 
Glass and aluminium windows, 
Toilet, Reversible pilot seat, Self 
Draining CockpitYOUR BOAT HERE

£14,000 o.n.o.

Subaru WRX 3.0ltr TURBO

£14,000 o.n.o.
Tel: 07777 000000 or

01631 568000 (after 5pm)

1998, FSH, Immaculate 
condition, 6 month 
MOT, 6 months Tax, 
6-disc CD changer, 
Manual gearbox, 4WD, 
4 good tyres, call for 
more details.YOUR VEHICLE HERE

*

CALL US NOW TO BOOK YOUR
SPACE 01631 568010

DRIVE TIMES 
HAS CHANGED...

5cm x 2 column advertisement - 2 weeks for £30.

NOW ONLY

£30
FOR

2
WEEKS

inclusive of VAT

*

IF YOU DON’T SELL IN 
THE FIRST WEEK, YOUR 
SECOND WEEK IS FREE.
JUST CALL TO RE-BOOK!

Sell your vehicle or boat FOR LESS with
our all new Drive Times and Sailing Times.

New car registrations in Scotland in May totalled 17,800 units. This shows 
an increase of 15.8 per cent in comparison with May 2013 when 15,377 
new cars were registered. The UK as a whole experienced an increase 
of 7.7 per cent with 194,032 units registered against 180,111 for May last 
year. 

Douglas Robertson, chief executive of the SMTA said: ‘We are delighted 
that the May figures show a continued increase, we believe this is evidence 
that Scottish consumers are aware we’re coming out the recession and 
further evidence that Scottish consumers are aware of the low running 
costs of cars and the fantastic choice and offers available to them.’ 

Scottish new car registration 
figures show continued 
growth in car sales



BOATYARD ASSISTANT
Our boatyard provides lifting and associated services 
to berth holders and visitors to the marina.  You will 
be working on a rota to include alternate weekend.  
Experience of boat handling, lifting and the associated 
equipment would be a distinct advantage but not 
essential. The role has challenging tasks and involves 
working outdoors in all weather conditions.
Applicants for the role must have good communication 
skills, be flexible and have the ability to fit in with a small 
team. Salary depends on experience/ability.
Please contact info@dunstaffangemarina.com
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SENIOR REPORTER
Fort William

Based in our Fort William office we are inviting 
applications for a senior reporter.
As the position will be based in Fort William, 
knowledge of the area would be an advantage.
Financial assistance for accommodation where 
relevant may be available for the first three 
months.
We offer a good, competitive salary 
+ private health care 
+ enhanced pension 
+ life assurance 
+ excellent benefits and great working conditions 
Please apply by email with full C.V. and 
contact details to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

We want to 
hear from you 
if you have the 
appropriate 
experience and 
qualifications:

Journalism

Shorthand

Ambition and 
enthusiasm

Talent, self 
motivation and 
commitment

A full current 
driving licence

COWAL DESIGN
CONSULTANTS

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER/TECHNICIAN
Cowal Design Consultants provide engineering 
consultancy services throughout Argyll, The 
Highlands and Islands and Central Scotland 

a chartered engineer or technician.  The right 
candidate will have experience in residential 

and commercial developments. 

 Interested applicants should send their CV and 
covering letter to: info@cowaldesign.co.uk

If you would like to be considered for these 
positions please apply in writing to John Vallis, 
Branch Manager, Keyline Builders Merchants, 
Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead,
PA31 8RR. No agencies please.

Yard Sales Assistant/
Relief Driver Class 2

progression - join our expanding team at Keyline 
as a Yard Sales Assistant / Relief Driver Class 2 
and share our success and good times with a hard-
working, friendly bunch of people.
This is a key customer-facing role, so your people 
skills will have to be razor-sharp. As a Yard Sales 
Assistant / Relief Driver you will service all our 
customers with a smile and complete all necessary 
paperwork accurately to make sure they are 

the service they receive. Full product training will 
be provided so the most important thing is that you 

Keyline is the UK’s number one supplier of civils, 
heavy building materials and drainage solutions, 
with a nationwide network of branches and our 
aim is to be ‘Best in Town’ for product knowledge, 
availability and customer service. We’re part of the 
Travis Perkins Group a FTSE 100 Company that’s 
been recognised as one of Britain’s Top Employers 
since 2010. If you aim to be the best you can be, 
then we’d like to hear from you.

We are seeking an enthusiastic, experienced and highly motivated 

You will be responsible for delivering professional advice 
to our many clients and growing our current Estate Agency 
business and services throughout the area, while managing 
our Estate Agency team in Oban, working closely with our 

Please forward your CV and covering letter to 

Chainsaw operator 
must have all certificates, for work in 

North Argyll / South Lochaber.

Also Chockerman 
Preferably experienced. Reliable and 

fit young person for training may 
be considered for this physically 

demanding job. 
Call Duncan Gillies on 07747 016900

Skilled Labourer Required
Experience of pipe laying and concrete works 

would be an advantage

Experienced 360° Operators
Must have driving licence and CSCS card

Email - gmnargyll@gmail.com
or telephone 01546 602389 for application from

G McNaughton & Son
Site 20, Kilmory Industrial Estate

Lochgilphead, PA31  8RR

Monitoring Officer
You will organise monitoring of a range of ALIenergy’s projects and 
programmes and assist the Manager with evaluation and reporting.
35 hours per week (Full Time). Location: flexible in Argyll but must be in 
the Oban office a couple of times a week.
Salary: £24,509. Contract for one year initially but likely to be 
extended.
Closing date: 5pm on Friday 4th July
Further information or job packs: 
www.alienergy.org.uk; 
01631 565183 or mandie@alienergy.org.uk

Project Officer
You will deliver the Renewable Energy – opportunities for fishing 
communities in Argyll project, covering Campbeltown/Carradale/
Tarbert; Islay/Jura; Mull/Iona; Tiree/Coll and Oban/Luing.
14 hours per week, part time (this is a job share). Location: flexible 
within Argyll. 
Salary: £24,509 FTE (pro rata). Fixed term contract until March 2015 
but with possibility of further employment.
Closing date: 5pm on Friday 4th July
Further information or job packs: 
www.alienergy.org.uk ; 01631 565183 or mandie@alienergy.org.uk 
THIS PROJECT IS BEING PART-FINANCED BY AXIS 4 
OF THE EUROPEAN FISHERIES FUND 2007-2013 PROGRAMME

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMROVEMENTS

EXPERIENCED
JOINERS

WANTED 
Hourly Rates 
to be determined 
subject to experience.
Tel: Lachie on 07796 951634

If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and ambition, we can offer you 
an exciting and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s foremost independent 
newspaper publishers.
You would be part of a small, highly motivated team selling advertising and 
features for our well established, award winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate and maintain 
lasting business relationships, and you will benefit from on-going training, first class 
support, job stability and the opportunity to work for a professional company that 
believes in rewarding success and effort. A full driving licence is essential.
Please apply by email with full C.V 
and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
BASED IN OBAN

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays

We have a vacancy for an 
advertising sales associate.

Admin experience, training will be provided.
Salary & Commission 

package to be negotiated. 
Driving license essential.

Applicants send CVs to:- Oban FM Radio 
LTD, 132 George Street, Oban, PA34 4NT.

Administration
& Book 
Keeping

Part time admin 
support and book 
keeper required.
Flexible hours.

Knowledge of Sage 
Accounts required.
Further details: 

Charter Development 
Assistant
Salary £20,120 – £22,249 per annum

35 hours per week

Fixed Term Contract to 31st March 2015

To apply visit our website at 
www.acha.co.uk/recruitment 

If you cannot access the website please 
contact the recruitment team: 

Tel 01546 605917 
or email recruitment@acha.co.uk 

Closing Date: 12 noon 
on Friday 4th July 2014

Interviews for this post will be held 
during July 2014

Planning Assistant
Marine Harvest, the largest producer of Quality Atlantic Salmon, is 
currently seeking to identify a Planning Assistant to join the Planning 
Department based at our Fort William premises.
The Department is responsible for the co-ordination of all MHS 
processing activities, facilitating order fulfilment within the constraints 
set by MH Sales, managing availability and ensuring timely despatch.
The post is full-time, working a 40 hour week and the successful 
candidate will be required to work a shift system including weekends 
during busy periods. While no formal qualifications are necessary, 
it is important that candidates display a high level of numeracy and 
have some experience of computer spreadsheets (preferably Excel). 
Candidates must also possess good communication skills, both written 
and verbal, and be able to work effectively as part of a small team.
If you feel that you possess the appropriate skills 
and are looking for a new challenge, please 
apply in writing to Vicky Ferguson, Human 
Resources Manager, Marine Harvest (Scotland) 
Ltd., Business Resource Centre, Blar Mhor 
Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 7PT, no later 
than Friday 4th July.
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Scottish Power Renewables (UK) Ltd
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 (SECTION 36)

THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT)(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2000

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010

THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT) REGULATIONS 2007

Notice is hereby given that Scottish Power Renewables (UK) Ltd, (Business 
Address: Cathcart Business Park, Spean Street, Glasgow, G44 4GB, and Company 
Registration Number:  NI028425  28425) has applied to the Scottish Ministers for 
consent to construct and operate an offshore demonstration tidal energy array 
within the Sound of Islay (central grid reference 143683E 667551N). The installed 
capacity of the proposed generating station would be 10 MW, comprising of 10 
turbines. This application is to amend the consent awarded to Scottish Power 
Renewables (UK) Ltd by the Scottish Ministers in March 2011.
Scottish Power Renewables (UK) Ltd has also applied for a direction under Section 
57(2) of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended), that 
planning permission for the ancillary onshore development be deemed to be 
granted.
A copy of the application, with a plan showing the land to which it relates, together 
with a copy of the Environmental Statement discussing the Company’s proposals 
in more detail and presenting an analysis of the environmental implications, are 
available for inspection, free of charge, during normal office hours at:

Argyll and Bute Council
Jamieson Street, Bowmore,

Isle of Islay, PA43 7HL 

Jura Service Point
Schoolhouse, Craighouse,

Isle of Jura, PA60 7XG

Islay Energy Trust
Custom House, Main Street,

Bowmore, Islay, PA43 7JJ

Oban Service Point
Municipal building, Albany Street,

Oban, PA34 4AW

The Environmental Statement can also be viewed at the Scottish Government 
Library at Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ.
Copies of the Environmental Statement and supporting documentation may be 
obtained from Scottish Power Renewables (UK) Ltd, Telephone number: 0141 614 
3112 or Email: gary.parker@scottishpower.com at the following charges: Paper 
copies of the Environmental Statement and the Environmental Report at a cost of 
£300.00; CD’s of the Environmental Statement and the Environmental Report at a 
cost of £20.00; Paper copy of the Environmental Report £30.00; and Non-Technical 
Summary free of charge.
Any representations to the application should be made by email to The Scottish 
Government, Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team mailbox at sprislay2@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

OR
by post to The Scottish Government, Marine Scotland Licensing Operations 
Team, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB, identifying the 
proposal and specifying the grounds for representation, not later than 25thth of 
July 2014.
Representations should be dated and should clearly state the name (in block 
capitals) and full return email or postal address of those making representations.
When initial comments from statutory consultees are received further public 
notices will give advice on how this information may be viewed by members of 
the public, and how representations may be made to Scottish Ministers. During 
the consideration of the proposal, Scottish Ministers may formally request further 
information to supplement the Environmental Statement and this will also be 
advertised in such a manner. 
Where Scottish Ministers decide to exercise their discretion to do so, Scottish 
Ministers can also cause a Public Inquiry to be held.  
Following receipt of all views and representations, Scottish Ministers will determine 
the application for consent in one of three ways:
• Consent the proposal as it stands; or 
• Consent the proposal with conditions; or 
• Reject the proposal.

Scottish Power Renewables (UK) Ltd
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 (SECTION 36)

THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT)(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2000 

(AS AMMENDED)
Further to the notice of an application for consent to construct and operate an 
offshore demonstration tidal array within the Sound of Islay (central grid reference 
143683E 667551N). The installed capacity of the proposed generating station 
would be 10 MW, comprising of 10 turbines.
Notice is hereby given that additional information (in the form of a statutory 
consultee response) has been received by the Scottish Ministers on this 
application. Copies of this information have been forwarded to Argyll and 
Bute Council to be made available for public inspection by being placed on 
the planning register.
Any queries about this additional information should be directed in the following 
ways:
Writing to The Scottish Government, Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 
Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB or emailing to ms.marinelicensing@scotland.
gsi.gov.uk

OR
Writing to Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT
Any subsequent additional information received by the Scottish Ministers before 
determination of the application, if considered to be materially relevant, will 
be similarly forwarded to Argyll and Bute Council to be placed on the planning 
register and made available for public inspection. However, no further public 
notice will be issued.
Any representations should be made in writing to The Scottish Government, 
Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB or 
by emailing sprislay2@scotland.gsi.gov.uk identifying the proposal and specifying 
grounds for objection or support, not later than 25thth of July 2014.
Representations must state the reasons for objecting or supporting a proposal, 
be dated and clearly state the name of the person, or persons, representing and 
include a full return email or postal address of those making the representation. 
Representations that do not include all of the above information will be considered 
invalid.
All previous representations received in relation to this development remain valid.

Fair Processing Notice
The Marine Scotland’s Licensing Operations Team process applications under the 
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and the Electricity Act 1989. During the consultation 
process, letters of representation can be sent to Scottish Ministers in support of or 
objecting to these applications.
Should Scottish Ministers call a Public Local Inquiry (PLI), copies of these 
representations will be sent to the Directorate of Planning and Environmental 
Appeals for the Reporter to consider during the inquiry. These representations 
will be posted on their website with personal email address, signature and home 
telephone number redacted (blacked out).
Copies of representations will also be issued to the developer on request, again 
with email address, signature and home telephone number redacted.
You can choose to mark your representation as confidential, in which case it will only 
be considered by Scottish Ministers and will not be shared with the Planning Authority, 
the developer, the Reporter (should a PLI be called) or any other third party.
If you have any queries or concerns about how your personal data will be handled, 
please email the Licensing Operations Team at: ms.marinelicensing@scotland.
gsi.gov.uk or in writing to The Scottish Government, Marine Scotland Licensing 
Operations Team, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB.

www.highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS)  (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may 
be examined between the hours of  9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public 
holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and 
online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk 
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period 
indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should 
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 
representations in respect of this proposal. 
Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description
14/02022/FUL Am Maol, Isle of Muck,

Mallaig
Extension (until August 
2016) of temporary 
permission for trial of wave 
energy device on fish farm

14/02133/PIP Land to East of Dunaline,
Lochaline, Morvern

Erection of house on Plot 3

14/02134/PIP Land 70m East of Dunaline,
Lochaline, Morvern

Erection of house on Plot 4

14/02135/PIP Land South of Dal-Rainich,
Lochaline, Morvern

Erection of house Plot 2

14/02159/PIP Land at 9 Blaich,
Fort William

Erection of 2 houses & 
detached double garages

14/02231/LBC 8 Seaview Terrace,
Fort William

Proposal for new chimney

14/02249/FUL Land to the East of 2
Bunacaimb, Arisaig

Change of use and extension 
to byre to form house

Time period for comments is 14 days.  Application 14/02231/LBC is 21 days.
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Tha an sanas seo a’ buntainn ri tidsearan Gàidhlig/Meadhan-Gàidhlig/Luchd-
obrach Tràth-bhliadhnachan a tha Comhairle na Gàidhealtachd a’ sireadh, 

DREUCHDAN BUN-SGOILE

Tidsear FMG 1 Co-ionann ri Làn-ùine (Fòrladh Màthaireil) gu 3 Giblean 2015. 

862081.
Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis
’S i Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis a’ chiad Sgoil airson Foghlam tro 
Mheadhan na Gàidhlig ann an Alba, a thogadh gu sònraichte airson an 
adhbhair sin. 
Bidh 217 air clàr na sgoile airson seisean 2014/2015 le Seiseanan Sgoil-
àraich airson mu 70 leanabh.
Tha neartan dha-rìribh aig an sgoil ann a bhith a’ brosnachadh thachartasan 
cultarail Gàidhlig agus tha i air duaisean nàiseanta a chosnadh ann an ceòl, 
bàrdachd agus pròiseactan iomairteach.
Bidh 9 clasaichean san sgoil agus tha an sgoil a’ tabhann goireas cùraim a 
tha a’ gabhail a-steach club bracaist, lòin agus cùram às dèidh sgoile.
Tha na leasachaidhean làithreach stèidhichte mu thimcheall air Matamataig 
Inntinneil agus Conaltradh Gàidhlig agus tha an sgoil airson barrachd 
dùbhlain is doimhneachd a leasachadh a thaobh ionnsachadh sgoilearan le 

Iar-Cheannard £44,469
Tidsear Sealach Bun-sgoile airson seisean 2014/2015
Neach-obrach Tràth-bhliadhnachan (2 dhreuchd) 23 uair a thìde

725980.

Mura h-urrainn dhuibh iarrtas a chur a-steach air-loidhne agus sibh airson 

So-leònte.
Tha pasgan ath-shuidheachaidh cuimseach aig a’ Chomhairle agus 

dreuchdan maireannach.

INVITATION
TO TENDER

Volunteer coordination 

Parliament.

ruralparliament.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

APPLICATIONS 

Applicant, Croft, Extent/
Purpose, Case number

S MacArthur
8,9,13, 14 Moss, Tiree
0.100 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house
4.86.49235

D Mcallister
4 Cladach, Kilchoman
0.18 ha – Bio Treatment and 
Reed Bed System
4.86.49674

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the land, within 
28 days of the date of this 
newspaper.
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

WHY WE ARE BETTER 
TOGETHER

In Taynuilt Village Hall
On Friday 20th June 2014

At 7pm
Mary Galbraith Parliamentary 
Candidate, Jamie McGrigor 

MSP, Alan Reid MP and 
Matthew Hall Generation 2014

Chairperson: Tom Dolan
Free admission/All welcome

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/00244/PP Redevelopment of existing playpark and 
partial change of use of playing field to 
form playpark

Land West Of Atlantis Leisure
Dalriach Road Oban
Argyll And Bute PA34 5JE

Oban Area Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/01069/LIB Installation of pole mounted ticket 
validator

The Railway Station Station 
Road Bridge Of Orchy
Argyll And Bute PA36 4AD

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/01332/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
sewage treatment plant and formation of 
vehicular access

Lorgba (Crofts 15 And 16)
Land South East Of Damaoidh
Port Charlotte Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/01294/CONAC Demolition of outhouse and previous 
extension

The Old School School Street 
Port Ellen Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute PA42 7DP

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

14/01357/PP Erection of 2 storey and single storey rear 
extensions, conservatory and renovation 
of existing house to include alterations to 
external front door and window

The Old School School Street 
Port Ellen Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute PA42 7DP

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about the work of LEADER in your area visit us www.argyllandtheislandsleader.org.uk

ARGYLL AND THE ISLANDS LEADER PROGRAMME
2014 - 2020
During 2007 - 2013 the LEADER programme delivered support to more than 260 projects throughout Argyll and Bute, 
Arran and Cumbrae.
The LEADER Local Action Group (LAG) is in the process of developing a strategy and business plan which will determine 
priorities for the 2014-2020 Programme and is keen to encourage new members to help develop this process.
LAG membership is open to people who represent organisations that work in partnership to promote economic and 
community development in this geographically challenging area.
Would you be interested in becoming a LAG member for Argyll and the Islands?
For more details please contact: Sheila McLean, 
LEADER Coordinator on 01631 564424, 
email sheila.mclean@argyll-bute.gov.uk

publicnotices

Play worker at Fàs Mòr, 
Gaelic Child-care Facility at 

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, Skye
(full-time and part-time)

We are currently open to applications for both full-time 
and part-time staff.  You should be fluent in Gaelic 
and have a genuine interest in working with children.  
Experience and a qualification in childcare would be 
beneficial but as long as you are hardworking and 
friendly with a good sense of humour you can undertake 
the relevant training here with us where necessary.  
Successful candidates will be required to go through 
Enhanced Disclosure (PVG Scheme.
A job description and application can be found on 
the Fàs Mòr website on the following link: http://www.
fasmor.co.uk/#!news/c1la5
For further information contact Kirsty McGonagall, 

Tel: 01471 888366/367
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TO YOUR 
CLASSIFIEDS

AND INCREASE YOUR 
CHANCES OF SELLING

Things to remember when placing your ad
Product title i.e acoustic guitar
Product description (approx 15-20 words)
Selling price
Contact telephone number
Item location (as we cover a  fairly large geographical area
it is helpful if buyers know where the item is located)

NOW JUST £15 FOR TWO WEEKS
(6X1 COLOUR AD WITH PHOTO) Advert runs for two weeks (price includes VAT)

The Oban Times reserves the right not to use photos that do not comply with our terms and conditions. 
No trade advertisers in private sales. All boats, cars and trailers must appear in Drive Times.

Three easy ways to place
your photo advert:

Online at

Telephone 01631 568 000
or 01397 703 003

Or bring your photo in

ADD A
PHOTO

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE.................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

has changed!

FREE LISTINGS FOR
ITEMS UNDER £100

We’ve increased the minimum value for free 
listings to apply to items worth £100 or less. Plus, 
draw attention to your item with our new photo 
and description box for just £15 for two weeks.

NEW CLASSIFIED PRICES:
Items under £100 - FREE

Items over £100 - £10 for 2 weeks
Boxed ads - £12.50 for 2 weeks
Add a photo - £15 for 2 weeks

All inclusive of VAT. Maximum 25 words. 20 words for 
photo ads. Terms & conditions apply. Book online.

For photo ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk/photo

For text only ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Or telephone 01631 568000

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk FREE LISTINGS FOR FREE LISTINGS FOR 

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also  

LOCHABER foresters have 
been presented with long service 
awards for clocking up 100 years 
work between them. 

Bobby Hannah and  Pete 
Madden have worked in woods 
in the area for 50 years each 
from Strontian to Glengarry and 

Simon Hodge, chief executive of 
Forest Enterprise Scotland.

Mr Hannah joined the Forestry 
Commission in January 1964, 
brashing trees, planting and 
draining in Glengarry Forest.

After two years he switched 
to winching. One of his last jobs 

now hosts the gondola at Nevis 
Range. 

He is now part of the team 
involved with maintaining 
recreational facilities. 

Mr Hannah, from Laggan, 

SENIOR Oban high school pupils held 
a debate on Scottish independence 
on Monday, judged by prominent 
members of the community.

The debate’s motion - this house 
believes Scotland should be an 
independent country -  was a re-wording 
of the independence referendum 

question. The audience was made up 
of pupils who will be 16 years or over 
in September, and therefore eligible to 
vote in the referendum, and the modern 
studies classes.

Topics such as education, 
defence, currency and oil 
revenue were discussed in 

seven-minute speeches by the young 
debaters. Judging the debate were 
Michael Russell, Scottish National 
Party MSP for Argyll and Bute, Alan 
Reid, Liberal Democrat MP for Argyll 
and Bute, Jim Fraser of Oban Speakers 
Club and Frank Walton of  Oban 
Rotary Club.

The side proposing the motion was 
awarded Oban Speakers Club’s best 
team award, presented by Mr Fraser. 
Mr Walton presented The Oban 
Times speaker of the year award to 

the proposition. Mr Fraser praised 
the speakers, saying: ‘I would like 

to congratulate every speaker on an 
excellent performance. To stand up 
in front of your own age group is a 
daunting prospect for anyone and I 
congratulate them all.’

After the debate Mr Russell and 
Mr Reid took questions from pupils 
regarding Scottish independence.

Pupils and judges at Monday’s independence debate. Front, from left: Michael Russell, Alan Reid, Jim Fraser and Frank Walton. Back, from left: Helen Stage, Lauren Angus, Cailean Wilkinson, Jack 
McInnes, Matthew Hall and Ciara Coulthard. 15_t25debate1

said: ‘Jobs were hard work at 

Now jobs are not so physical, 
so there’s been a big change over 
the years since I started.’

Yorkshire-born Pete Madden 
began work in Strontian after a 
series of family holidays in the 
area and became the keeper for 
the Poloch-Strontian area which 
he maintained for 40 years. 

In the early 2000s he visited 
Italy with the Sunart Oakwood 
Initiative to study woodlands 
management and in 2009 he 

full-time environment ranger.
Mr Madden, who has a passion 

for conservation, said: ‘I’ve 
enjoyed working in the Sunart 
area. I enjoyed deer management 
but enjoy the wider conservation 
job now. I’ve never been happier 
in my work.’ 

Pete Madden, top, and Bobby Hannah, above, receive long 
service awards from Simon Hodge, chief executive of Forest 

Enterprise Scotland. 

Long-serving foresters 
presented with awards

High school speakers deliver top class debate

FIRST Minister Alex Salmond 
could be missing out on ‘green 
oil’ after his government, last 
week, refused to look at any 
more national parks.

David Woodhouse, a veteran 
of the tourism industry on 
Mull, says Mr Salmond has 
shot himself in the foot by not 
considering a coastal and marine 

Lorn, Mull and Iona.
Ben Nevis, Glen Coe and 

Black Mount were also listed as 
priorities for national park status 
by the Scottish Campaign for 
National Parks (SCNP).

Green oil
Mr Woodhouse, a wildlife 

tours operator for three decades,  
said: ‘We hear all these things 
about oil, oil, oil and yet 
Salmond hasn’t even bothered to 
give those of us on Mull a chance 
to build an economy around the 
green oil of Scotland - tourism.’

Mr Woodhouse was speaking 
after the Scottish Government 
said there was no compelling 
case for setting up any new 
parks. 

He continued: ‘Imagine if 
Oban was the Eden Centre of 
Scotland; a place for incredible 
investment as a gateway to the 
marine national park. This is an 
opportunity missed.’

SCNP chairman Ross 
Anderson said there was 

when it came to setting up more 
national parks. Mr Anderson 
outlined the dire need for 
strategy for the natural beauty of 
Scotland and investment in the 
future of the country.

Invested
The Scottish Government said 

it recognised the importance of 
national parks to conservation, 
tourism and the wider economy 
- and had invested heavily in 

the existing parks. A Scottish 
Government spokesman said: 
‘The Scottish government’s 
priority, especially in the 
current economic climate, is 
to focus support on Scotland’s 
existing national parks and the 
contribution they are making to 
meet local needs and national 
objectives.’ 

Regional director of 
VisitScotland Argyll and Bute 
David Adams McGilp said: ‘Mull 

and Iona are areas of outstanding 
natural beauty. While there is 
no prospect at the moment for 
people to establish a national 
park, there is an opportunity for 
strengthening the links between 
the many outstanding attractions 
on the islands.

‘I know from a recent visit 
to the island that these plans 
are taking shape and will 
surely be a platform for further 
development.’

Park campaigners hit out over ‘green oil’ snub

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

DOULTON TEA SET 
Royal Doulton Bone 
China  ‘Carnation’ tea 
set. 4 cups and saucers, 
sugar bowl and milk 
jug. Excellent condition. 
Never used   £25 Tel-
ephone 01546 606353.
EDWARDIAN MA-
HOGANY CAKE 
STAND 3 tier petal 
topped folding cake stand 
in rich colour. 92cm high. 
26cm plates. Excellent 
condition   £95 Telephone 
01631 720751.
GOBLIN RADIO 
TEASMADE vintage 
1970’s model 870 includ-
ing original instructions, 
Ballachulish   £30 Tel-
ephone 01855 811879.

BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY SAFETY FIRE 
GUARD in good condi-
tion, Oban   £15 Tel-
ephone 07881 882563.
HIGH CHAIR with 
tray, red/blue/yellow, in 
good condition   £15 Tel-
ephone 07881 882563.
INFANT SEAT FOR 
BACK OF ADULT In-
fant seat that attaches to 
adult bike complete with 
connectors   £25 Tel-
ephone 07789 228628.
TRAVEL COT pink 
travel cot with travel 
bag, in good condition, 
Oban   £15 Telephone 
07881 882563.

BICYCLES
BOYS BIKE  16” Suit-
able for 5 - 8 years. 
Immaculate condition, 
barely used, looks brand 
new! Cost £99   £50 
Telephone 01546 606996 
or 07769 853694.
BOYS MOUNTAIN 
BIKE Muddy Fox full 
suspension, 6 speed, 20” 
wheels, suit 8-11 yr old. 
VGC, complete with 
pump, lights, mudguards, 
lock. Cost £75   £40 Tel-
ephone 01631 358473.
CO PILOT CHILD BIKE 
SEAT Complete with 
rack - excellent condition   
£40 Telephone 07973 
176330.
LADIES SARACEN 
MOUNTAIN BIKE La-
dies Saracen mountain/

road bike. Not new but 
little used   £75 Telephone 
01546 830270.
MERIDA GIRLS BIKE 

bike   £30 Telephone 
07973 176330.
MOUNTAIN BIKE 
Raceway SR900 moun-
tain bike - good condition   
£35  Telephone 01631 
570544.
MUDDY FOX GENTS 
MOUNTAIN BIKE  
Muddy Fox Rambler. 
Gents mountain/road 
bike. Not new but not 
much used   £75 Tel-
ephone 01546 830270.
SPECIALIZED BAL-
ANCE BIKE Girls 
balance bike - suits 
from around age 3, good 
condition   £30 Telephone 
07973 176330.

BRIC-A-BRAC
VINTAGE TRUNK  
brown canvas and wood 
93cm x 54cm x33cm   £20 
Telephone 07868 481242.

BUILDING / DIY
STANLEY PLANES size 
No. 4  £10  size No. 5 ½  £20  
Telephone 01631 570544.
TERRAM ,WEED 
CONTROL MATERIAL 
still have large amount of 
used but good condition 
terram available foc ,situ-
ated at highland heathers 
achahoish pa318pd Tel-
ephone 07780 903965.

 CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

AWNING caravan 
awning 770cm   £45 
Telephone 01631 570544.

PORCH AWNING cara-
van porch awning   £35 
Telephone 01631 570544.

 CATERING
EQUIPMENT

KENWOOD CHEF 
FOOD PROCESSOR  
Kenwood Chef A701 
in excellent working 
order. With bowl and ‘K’ 
beater. Barcaldine   £45 
Telephone 01631 720751.
KITCHEN AID FOOD 
PROCESSOR  Kitchen 
Aid “Heavy Duty” pro-
fessional food processor. 
In excellent working or-
der but no bowl or attach-
ments   £99 Telephone 
01631 720751.
 COMPUTERS AND

GAMES
NINTENDO 3DS Nin-
tendo 3DS (Black) plus 2 
3D games. DS in excellent 
condition and boxed. 3D 
Nintendogs/ Cats and Mari-
okart 7 games included   £90 
Telephone 01546 606353.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

HOTPOINT COOKER 
Creda Collection, elec-
tric cooker (60cm) with 
double oven, sale due 
to moving house, Buyer 
uplifts from Cairnbaan, 
available 27th June   £95 
Telephone 01546 606544.
IRON PRESS Domena, 
good condition, good 
working order   £60 Tel-
ephone 01631 720452.
ZANUSSI WASHING 
MACHINE White wash-
ing machine, Model ZWG 
5125, uplift from Cairnbaan, 
available 27th June   £75 
Telephone 01546 606544.

DOMESTIC PETS
COCKER SPANIEL 
PUPS FOR SALE work-
ing strain, KC registered, 
two black dogs, ready now   
Telephone 01586 820210.
PEDIGREE SPRI NGER 
SPANIEL PUP 1 bitch, 5 
dogs, liver & white, vet 
checked, innoculated and 
wormed, ready for good 
homes   £350 Telephone 
01951 200107/ 07796 
500394/ 07909 870720².
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Share your celebrations with

in our Announcements Section

call us today on 01631 568000

Pauline
Born: 9th January 2014

Bob and Lesley are delighted 
to announce the safe arrival 
of baby Pauline, a little sister
for Susie and Gillian.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Annie
Birthday: 25th January

Look who’s all grown up!
Happy 21st birthday!
Have a brilliant day.
Lots of love from all the family 
xxx

(sample ad - not to scale)

Michael and Sophie
got engaged on 1st January

Both families are delighted 
to announce the recent 
engagement of Michael and 
Sophie. Congratulations from 
all family and friends.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Share your 
celebrations
with our 
announcements
adverts - starting 
next week!

5x2 colour 
ads with 
artwork, a 
photo and 
your own 
personal 
message.
Let everyone 
know about an 
engagement,
birthday, 
anniversary or 
new arrival in 
your family!

Call us now to 
book your space!

ONLY

£25+ VAT

PERSONALS

ITEMS UNDER £100 BUY
LOCAL

SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

ITEMS UNDER £100
 appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

THANK YOU
Chrissie Hamill, 5 Victoria Court, Fort 
William would like to thank everyone 

for making her 100th birthday so 
special.  Thank you to family, friends 
and residents of Victoria Court for the 
lovely cards and gifts received which 

were very much appreciated.

Hugh and Eilidh are 
delighted to announce 
the safe arrival of 
Baby Ruaridh,
second grandson for 
Kenny and Helynn 

Ian and Jean.

Ruaridh
Born 2nd May 2014

GROUNDWORKS

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

www.aandbel.co.uk

ABEL Drainage & 
Groundworks

FREE UPGRADE TO TRIPLE GLAZING
ON SOME WINDOWS IN JUNE

Windows and Doors, Garage Doors

UP TO 50% OFF SELECTED ITEMS

WINDOWS & DOORS

L
O

C
A

L
  

EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES
TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE STOVES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Replacement Sealed Units

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

MOBILITY

ROOFING SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

PHYSIOTHERAPY

FIREARMS

FURNITURE
BUNK BEDS wooden 
bunk beds, must be 
collected, phone 01586 
550272   £99.99 Telephone 
07787 091138.
C O N S E R VA T O R Y 
SUITE   cane sofa and 
tow cane conservatory 
chairs, all with cushions, 
mob 07780 960582   
£80ono Telephone 01631 
710868.
KITCHEN TABLE and 
4 chairs. Drop leaf table 
plus 4 matching chairs, 
as new condition   £49 
Telephone 01546 606018.
SINGLE CABIN BED 
cabin bed, built in ward-
robe, desk & shelves, 
£60, mattress £10, mob 
07787091138   £60 Tel-
ephone 01586 550272.
SINGLE MATTRESSES 
single spring £15 memory 
foam mattress £30    Tel-
ephone 01586 550272.
TABLE AND 2 STOOLS 
bar style table, beech and 
silver coloured. 90cm x 
60cm 90cm high (table 

-
derneath   £10 Telephone 
07868 481242.

 GARDEN
BARBECUE B&Q. Gas 
barbecue. Included bottle 
of Patiogas. Some gas left   
£49 Telephone 01546 
830270.
ELECTRIC CYLINDER 
MOWER Suffolk Punch. 
Electric cylinder mower. 
Not new but little used   
£49 Telephone 01546 
830270.
GARDEN SHREDDER 
Electric Garden Shred-
der. Not much used   
£50 Telephone 01546 
830270.

PATIO LIGHTS three 
patio/driveway lights, 
stainless steel   £50 Tel-
ephone 01866 833202.

 GARDEN
MACHINERY

LAWN MOWER Suffolk 
Punch Petrol 14S, mob 
07780 960582   £60 ono 
Telephone 01631 710868.
QUALCAST LAWN-
MOWER electric, light-
weight, working order   
£12 Telephone 01631 
750112.

HEALTH AND
FITNESS

HORIZON TREAD-

quick sale   £80 Telephone 
01880 820860 or 07507 
093239.

HEATING, FIRES
AND FIREPLACES

R A D I A T O R 
designer,1800mm by 
600mm,very good con-
dition   £85 Telephone 
07917 167477.

HOME
FURNISHINGS

BEECH TV CABINET 
beech TV cabinet with 
shelf & drawer   £15 
Telephone 07790 685182.
DINING CHAIRS 6 x 
dining chairs, red padded 
faux leather high back 
chairs, average condition, 
email for photos jamie@
beamish.me.uk   £75 Tel-
ephone 01866 833202 ².
DOORS Mahogany doors 
with glass, VG condition   
£35 Telephone 07867 
807766.
INTERNAL DOORS  
Sapelle Doors. VG con-
dition   £20 Telephone 
07867 807766.
VENETIAN BLINDS 
wooden oak 36 inch wide 
65 inch max drop excel-
lent condition cost £55 
each new (three avail-

01586 551314.
 KITCHEN AND

BATHROOM
LAKELAND CAKE 
TIN  Excellent quality 
mini sandwich cake tin. 

Makes 12 individual 
cakes. Was £25 new    £10 
Telephone 01546 606353.

 LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

CHRISTIAN DIOR 
DUNE BODY MILK 
200ml. Matches perfume 
advertised. Brand new 
in box with cellophane. 
RRP £79   £40 Telephone 
01631 720751.
CHRISTIAN DIOR 
DUNE PERFUME  
100ml natural spray. 
Brand new in box with 
cellophane wrapper. RRP 
£79. Unwanted present   
£40 Telephone 01631 
720751.
GUCCI MENS AFTER-
SHAVE  ‘made to meas-
ure’ fragrance, 50ml eau 
de toilette in square glass 
bottle with gold stopper. 
More than 3/4 full   £20 
Telephone 01631 720751.
LUGGAGE BAG large 
soft bag with wheels, 
two big zipped compart-
ments, brand new, never 
used,  £10 Telephone 
07500 716262.
SLEEPOVER/CAMP-
ING KITS two single by 
Eurohike-sleeping bag, 
airbed and pump in bag, 
both as new   £10 each 
Telephone 07500 716262.

 LIVESTOCK
SKYE PULLETS brown, 
black, pure, 1 ducks, 
geese, feeders, drinkers 
and sheds    Telephone 
01470 572213.

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most sce-
nic lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places in-
clude: Stirling, Fort Wil-
liam, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk

OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 

on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk

MARINE
SEA KAYAK north shore 
polar cost new £1850, 
very good condition, 

01770 810611.
MARINE UNDER

£250
MARINE ITEMS 

dinghy, as new, £249.99.  
CQR original 35lb 
anchor, new, £70.  Also 
various other marine 
items. Telephone 01880 
820478 ².
MOBILE AND HOME

TELEPHONES
SAMSUNG MONTE in 
pink, GT-S5620. Used for 
a week, perfect condition, 
no marks or scratches, 
comes with charger and 
unused headphones.  
Vodafone network   £40 
Telephone 01546 606996 
or 07769 853694.

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

OPTICS

OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

FLY FISHING ROD 
Daiwa Whisker Fly 11ft -3 
- 7-9 WF98 with rod tube 
used 2 weeks only   £35 
Telephone 01397 772679².
GOLF CLUBS set of right 
hand golf clubs and bag, 
as new   £95 Telephone 
01631 563842.
GOLF CLUBS Two sets 
of golf clubs - adult and 
child - including bags, 
trollies and some acces-
sories - balls, umbrella  
£49 ono each set  £98 
Telephone 07832 990107.

 POWER TOOLS
ELECTRIC PRESSURE 
WASHER KARCHER 
411A in good working 
order   £35 Telephone 
01866 833202.
TOYS AND GAMES

30+ TV RELATED 
GAMES boxed complete, 
good.  Suitable garage 
sales, fairs,  £30 Telephone 
01852 300294 ².

PIANO
ACCORDION

96 BASS
Excellent condition

Cost over £2000
Will accept £1600
Telephone 01631 

569692

243 SAKO DELUX
STOCKING RIFLE
Meopta 6x42 scope
Plus T8 Moderator

Harris Bipodes

case
FAC required 
£1000 ONO

Tel: 07917885268

CARL ZEISS 8X30 
BINOCULARS

Plus case
Just been serviced 

Quality optics
£300 ONO

Tel: 07917885268

WANTED
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP 
METAL we uplift scrap 
cars, copper, brass, lead 
etc. Smaller quantities 
considered   Telephone 
07435 589701 ².
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Farming

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

Case JX90 4WD, 2008, 1 owner, only 1900 hours, shuttle box, 50% tyres ............................................................................................................... £16,995
McCormick CX105 Xtrashift, 2005, c/w Quicke 930 loader ....................................................................................................................................... £16,995
John Deere 6210 SE, 2002, c/w John Deere 631 loader/3rd service/ 90hp............................................................................................................... £15,995
John Deere 6300 4wd, 1996, c/w Quicke 640 loader/ 6ft bucket, 40k ..................................................................................................................... £14,495
Manitou Mani reach MLT 629, 120 turbo, 2003, pallet forks,PUH............................................................................................................................. £14,495
Case 4240 XL, 1996 P reg, 4WD, 2 spools, PUH/Drawbar, aircon, 1 owner ...............................................................................................................£12,995
New Holland 7840, 4WD, 1995 16 speed with 40k, 90HP ....................................................................................................................................... £12,495
Zetor 6340E, 1999, 4wd, c/w traclift 120/3rd service/ loader, 75hp ........................................................................................................................ £11,995
Kubota M5700, 2002, 4wd, c/w Kubota LA1002 loader/ 6ft bucket, utility special ................................................................................................... £11,995
Fiat Agri 82-94 DT, 1994 L reg, c/w Quicke 3260 loader/4ft bucket, 2 spools ............................................................................................................£11,495
Massey Ferguson 399, 4wd, 1994, 12/12 shuttle,, 6 cylinder Perkins.......................................................................................................................£10,995
Massey Ferguson 6150, 4wd, 1995, , 4 cylinder Perkins, Dynashift ..........................................................................................................................£10,795
Case 4230, c/w Quickie 3301E loader, 4wd, 1995, 84hp .........................................................................................................................................£10,995
Case 4230 XL, 1995, 4wd, 85 hp (approx), front linkage.......................................................................................................................................... £10,495
Deutz DX 3.70, c/w Quicke loader, 1998, 80hp........................................................................................................................................................ £10,495
Case 4240 Pro, c/w Quickie 3360 loader, lever controls, 2wd, 1998...........................................................................................................................£8,495
John Deere 3300 SE, 1996, 4wd, 75hp, shuttle box, hydraulic pick up hitch ..............................................................................................................£11,495
Landini 9880 Evolution 4wd, 2001 Y reg, Perkins engine, 95HP, 2 spools, pickup hitch ............................................................................................ £10,495
Case 995 Grassland Special, Turbo XL Cab, 1994,85hp, 2 spools, PUH,  twin pto, 1 owner from new V5 doc ................................................................ £9,995
David Brown 1490, c/w loader brackets/controls, 2wd, 1981,65hp , drawbar ............................................................................................................. £4,995
Neuson 2503 2.5ton Excavator, 2004, 3 buckets, quick hitch................................................................................................................................... £12,495
JCB 801.6 mini digger, c/w 2 buckets, 2007, piped for breaker, slew, blade, rubber tracks at 50%, choice of 2 ...........................................................£8,495
Kubota K008-3 Micro digger, 2006, c/w 3 buckets ....................................................................................................................................................£6,995

QUADS& ATV’s – Full selection of brand new Suzuki King Quads. Also brand new Arctic Cat 700 Diesels 
in stock. Good selection of used quads in stock all serviced/new tyres/warranty

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  

£2450

2wd
Very good 

condition inside 
+ out

Reliable 
workhorse

Good hydraulics
Good tyres.

MASSEY FERGUSON 550 TRACTOR

07598 712565/ 07707 117290

Wednesday 25th June, 10.30 am 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Full Online Bidding Available

morrisleslie.com
Morris Leslie

PLANT AUCTIONS

Call on 01821 642 940 or visit 
morrisleslie.com

8 Mercedes Unimog U140L c/w Versalift Tower
77/80 Mercedes Unimog VF3 Snow Blowers (2no)
04 Dennis Elite Eagle Refuse Disposal Lorry
05 Mercedes Atego 815 Flat c/w dropside bodies
55 Vauxhall Movano Minibus
09 Mercedes Sprinter c/w Luton Box & tail lift 

06 Schmidt Swingo Road Sweeper 
06 Kubota ME 9000 c/w Loader MX75SU

08 Manitou MHT 860 LT (6t Lift)
06 Manitou MVT 665T Telehandler 

02 Commander SB50Q 5T Side LoadingForklift
92 Moxy Articulated Dumper 

This Month’s Plant & Machinery Auction Includes:

£1900 no VAT

8ft cut,
Good working 

order.

KRONE MOWER/CONDITIONER AM243 CV

Tel: 01967 431229 or 07788 751443
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things to do with 

the kids this summer

Argyll gears up for Royal Highland Show

PUPILS at Dalmally primary 
school will visit the Royal High-
land Show tomorrow (Friday) 
after receiving generous dona-
tions from local marts.

The primary six and seven 
pupils were granted a total of 
£400 from United Auctions 
and Caledonian Marts and have 
raised some money through the 
school’s parent council and by 
organising a duck race.

The children will visit the 
Ingliston event near Edinburgh 
to take in the atmosphere of the 
country’s largest agricultural 
show.

There, they will also learn 
about the history of the show 
and the role of Scottish farming 
in food production and biodi-
versity.

Head teacher Caroline 
Fothergill said: ‘We feel it is 
important that children achieve 
a deep understanding of the 
community in which they live 
and learn.

‘Many of our families come 
from traditional farming 
backgrounds or have links to 
agriculture.

‘We feel it is important to 
promote this tradition and give 

the children a sense of collec-
tive identity.

‘There are also clear links 
between existing work going on 
within the school, such as Eco 
Schools - we have just gained 

beginnings of work we have 
initiated with regard to crofting 
connections.

‘We hope this trip will leave 
lasting memories and learning 
for the future.’

animal health inspector and 
freelance stockman, lives in 
Portsonachan and gave his 
backing to the pupils’ trip.

He said: ‘If you go round 
the rural primary schools in 
the area a lot of children are 
involved in farming but a lot are 
not and they don’t necessarily 
understand what goes on in that 
industry.

‘Trips like this are important 
to educate them about the 
countryside.

‘The Royal Highland Show 
is a great event that is about 
so much more than cattle and 
sheep. 

‘It looks at areas like forestry 
and conservation too.’

Pupils at Dalmally Primary School are excited about their day at the show. 16_t25dalmally01

Islay
UNITED Auctions sold 
168 cattle last Friday at its 
annual June sale at Islay 
Auction Mart.

In keeping with current 
trends elsewhere and as a 
consequence of the decline 

classes were cheaper than 
earlier sales. 

Bullocks sold to average 
217pence per kilo or £786 
against 218pence per kilo 
or £756 last year.  

Heifers sold to average 
193pence per kilo or £730 
against 209pence per kilo 
or £763 last year.  

Bullocks sold to a top 
price per head of £1085 
for Limousin Crosses from 
Lossit and Carrabus Farm 
sold their Limousin Bul-
locks to 303pence per kilo.

Heifers from the Coilabus 
(Carmichael) consignment 
sold to £1,090 per head 
whilst the Lossit consign-

ment sold to 226pence 
per kilo. Breeding Cattle 
from Starchmill sold to 
£1,450.00.  

Top prices per head:
Bullocks
LIMx: £1085 – Lossit(2) & 

Coillabus (Carmichael): £1075 
– Tallant(3), Lossit & Coillabus: 
£1055(3) – Ardnave: £1045(4) 
– Coillabus(Carmichael): 
£1015 – Lossit: £1000 
– Carrabus: £975 – Coillabus 
(Carmichael): £965 – Lossit. 

BLONDx: £1045, £985(4), 
£975, £915 & £905(2) – Ard-
nave. SIMx: £700(2) – Coil-
labus (Sinclair).

Heifers
LIMx: £1,090, £1045(6) & 

£975 - Coillabus(Carmichael): 
£900 – Starchmill: £895 – Ar-
dnave: £845 – Lossit: £840 

& Ardnave: £825 – Ardnave. 
BLONDx: £875, £865(4), 
£840(3) & £835 – Ardnave.

Cows with calves at foot
£1450 & £1350 – Starchmill.
TOP PRICES PER KILO

Bullocks
LIMx: 303p – Carrabus: 

290p – Lossit: 285p(3) – Tal-

Lotts: 263p – Lossit: 256p 

250p(3) – Ardnave: 248p(2) 
– Lossit: 240p(2) – Tallant. 
BLONDx: 250p, 240p(2) & 
232p(4) – Ardnave.

Heifers
LIMx: 226p – Lossit: 

– Tallant (2) & Ardnave: 
217p & 214p – Ardnave. 
BLONDx: 216p & 214p(3) 
– Ardnave. 

Oban
CALEDONIAN Marts sold 
46 store cattle, 23 OTM 
cattle, four breeding cattle, 
384 feeding ewes, 256 store 
hoggets and 150 ewes with 
lambs at foot in Oban last 
Tuesday.

Bullocks, 30, averaged 
219p per kg to 253p per kg 
for three 245kg Simmentals 
from Frackersaig Farm, Isle 

of Lismore and to £860 for 
a 415kg Simmental again 
from Frackersaig.

Heifers, 16, averaged 197p 
per kg to 224p per kg for 
two 245kg Simmentals from 
H & NA McCorkindale, 
Scammadale, Kilninver.

OTM cattle, 23, averaged 
111p per kilo to 146p per 
kilo for a Simmental from 
J & S Anderson, Kilbride, 
Balvicar and to £900 for 
a British Blue from S H 
Troughton, Ardachy, North 
Connel.

Breeding bulls sold 
to £1,450 for a six-year 
old Limousin from L A 
McLean & Sons, Knock, 
Isle of Mull.

Cows with calves sold 
to £880 for an Aberdeen 
Angus from B Walker, 
Carloonan, Inveraray.

Feeding sheep 384 aver-
aged £58.14 to £115 for a 
pen of Texels from D Mc-
Donald, Tyree, Benderloch.

Store Hoggets 256 aver-
aged £58.12 to £81 for a pen 
of Texels from D Colthart, 
Stronacroibh, Lismore.

Ewes with lambs, 150, 
averaged £95.61 to £144 for 
a Suffolk ewe with twins 
from D McDonald, Tyree, 
Benderloch.

Store Cattle leading prices:- 
Bullocks:- Sim £860 & £815 
Frackersaig, Luing £820 
Drimnin Estate, AA £670 
Carloonan: Heifers:- Lim 
£600 Kengharair, Sim £560 & 
£550 Scammadale, Lim £480 
Strongorm. 

OTM cattle leading prices 
per kilo:- Simmental 146p 
Kilbride (Anderson); Lim 128p 
Kengharair, 125p Kilbride 
(Craig), Sim 124p Ardentraie 
(McIntyre), Lim 122p Strong-
orm & Ardachy, AA 122p 
Auchenreir. 

Store Hoggets:- Tex £78 
-

niebeg, Suff £76 Barbreck, 
Mule £74 Turbiskill, BF £66 
Aird, Riggs:- BF £74 Torr na 
Faire, £68 knockvolougan, £70 

Pulpit:
Feeding Ewes:- Tex £110 

Drumdoire, £99 Drimnin, 
£96 Carnoch (Ardgower), 
£90 Tirfuir & Balhagowan & 
Drimnin.

Mule £85 Drumvore, £82 
Fiart, £81 Callart, £80 Bali-
garve:

Cross £81 Tirfuir, £80 Ard-
larich, £78 Upper Largie. £76 
Homestead:

Suffolk £83 Homestead, £80 
Drumvore, £72 Portinnisher-

Chev £87 East Hynish, £70 
Fuinary & Fiart, £66 Strong-
orm, £65 Knockvoulogan:

BF £71 Homestead, £70 

Stroneskar.
Tups to £137 Stroneskar.
Suff Ewes with singles £122 

Drumvore:
Chev Ewes with singles £118 

Alaval
Cross Ewes with singles £115 

Hillview
Mule Ewes with singles £97 

Tyree
BF Ewes with singles £95 
Pulpit

Market reports

Dalmally pupils to 
attend show after 
fundraising push

FOR A stockman used to 
winning championships, three 
years without a major ticket 
is long enough for Willie Ma-
cLean.

The Barcaldine man, who 
will show two Highland cattle 
from Michael Poland’s  Mot-
tistone fold at the show today 
(Thursday), has won the over-
all Highland championship at 
the Royal Highland Show in 
2010 and 2011.

He also won the champion of 
champions prize in 2009 with 

Black Craig Kodiak.
And in 2014 he is keen for 

more championship rosettes 
with two-year-old heifer Tanya 
of Mottistone and a yearling 
called Molly of Mottistone.

‘You are always determined 
to win but it is getting harder 
and harder; there is a lot of 
good cattle out there.’

Willie had prepared four 
cattle for the big show but has 
decided to leave two at home 
because they were not going to 
be good enough on the day.

‘I usually decide six to eight 
months beforehand which ones 
to take because you need to 
get them fed properly and into 
good show condition.

‘I will be leaving two at home 
because they have been slower 
maturing and are not yet up to 
my standard.

‘You don’t go to a show like 
this to make up the numbers, it 
is your reputation at stake. 

‘You are showing your 

animals to the public and other 
stockmen. This is the one eve-
ryone wants to win.’

Willie, a popular competitor 
on the show circuit, has never 
missed a Royal Highland Show 
in 35 years and even used to get 
the day off school to attend.

However, he admits the 
competition is still ‘nerve-
wracking’ and he wished all 
the competitors good luck in 
their competitions. 

-
gorm, Isle of Mull, has won 
many beef cattle champion-
ships around the country.

But at this year’s Royal 
Highland Show he will have 
the honour of judging the 
Highland Cattle section.

Award-winning stockman Willie MacLean brought out last year’s Lorn 
Agricultural Show champion, Charlotte 3rd of Mottistone. t25willie01

Willie hopes Tanya and Molly are just the ticket

IN last week’s Oban Times 
it was incorrectly stated 
that the date for this year’s 
Islay, Jura and Colonsay 
Agricultural Show was 
a break away from the 
traditional  Thursday of 
the month.

The Islay show has always 
been the second Thursday 
of the month. 

This year’s date, Thursday 
August 14, coincided with 
pupils returning to school, 
so the show committee, 
through Argyll and Bute 
Council’s area committee, 
arranged for the day to be 
a school holiday.

The Oban Times apolo-
gises for any problems 
caused by this error.

Agricultural show date
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD
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in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
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case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
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BIRTHS
FERGUSON - Kenneth and 
Fiona are delighted to announce 
the safe arrival of Maisie on 
June 15, 2014. An adorable wee 
sister for Hannah, Abbi and 
Kenna. Special thanks to Elaine 
and staff at Oban Maternity.

ENGAGEMENTS
LANGFORD - MACLEOD
Both families are delighted 
to announce the engagement 
between Simon, elder son of 
Mr and Mrs Philip Langford, 

younger daughter of Dr and 
Mrs Roderick Macleod, of 
Ballachulish, and Ardtreck, Isle 
of Skye.

DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY
CAMPBELL - Dunblane 
couple Mr and Mrs Peter 
Campbell celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary on June 
5, 2014. Peter and Ena, their 
best man and bridesmaid were 
joined by one hundred family 
and friends on June 7, 2014, 
in the Victoria Hall, Dunblane. 
Entertainment was provided by 
the Jack Delaney Band, family 
and friends. A big thank you 
to all who made the night a 
success.

DEATHS
CAMERON - Catherine 
(Cathie), formerly of Oban.
Peacefully on Wednesday June 
11, 2014 in the tender care 
of St Columba’s Hospice in 
Edinburgh, Cathie, beloved 
wife of the late Myles and dear 
mother of June and Myles. 
Funeral service at Warriston 
Crematorium, Cloister Chapel, 
Edinburgh on Friday June 20, 

only please, donations to St 
Columba’s Hospice welcome.
CRAVEN -Peacefully at 
Lynn of Lorne Care Home, 

of the late Billy Craven, mum 
to Fay, Carolyn and Sandra and 
much loved granny.
LIVINGSTONE - Suddenly 
but peacefully at Lynn of Lorne 
Care Home, Benderloch on 
June 12, 2014, Mary (Kilvaree, 
Connel), aged 88 years, a much 
loved sister and aunt. Sadly 
missed by all.
MACDOUGALL - Peacefully 
at St. Margaret of Scotland 
Hospice on June 16, 2014, Mae. 
Beloved wife of the late Nicol 
MacKechnie MacDougall, 
dearly loved mother of Lorna 
and grandmother of Naomi 
and sister of Tom and Walter 
Millan. Funeral service at 
Clydebank Crematorium, 
North Dalnottar on Wednesday 

please, donations if wished 
to St. Margaret’s Hospice, 
Clydebank.
MACKINNON - Suddenly 
taken from us on June 14, 2014, 
Donald, beloved son of June, 
father of Hamish, Hannah, 
Alan and Sarah. Grandfather 
of Naomi, Alexander, Alistair, 
James and brother of Alan 
and Alyson. Funeral service 
at Cardross Crematorium on 
Wednesday June 25, 2014 at 
11.15am, to which all friends are 
respectfully invited. “Always in 
our hearts”. Never forgotten.
MACTAGGART - Suddenly
at home on June 12, 2014, Islay, 
beloved husband of Margaret, 
much loved dad, father-in-law 
and grandpa. We will miss you 
always. Funeral to take place on 
Thursday June 19, at Craigton 
Crematorium, Berryknowes 
Road, Glasgow at 11.30am, 
to which all are respectively 
invited.
TAYLOR - Peacefully after a 
short illness bravely borne in 
F.V.R.H on Thursday June 12, 
2014 Kenneth John Taylor of 
The Dall. Dearly loved husband 
and best friend of Margaret. 
Proud, loving and respected 
dad to Sandy, Liz, Kirsty and 
Willie, father-in-law and papa 
to the family. A good friend and 
neighbour to all who knew him. 
Funeral service will take place at 
12 noon, Monday June 23, 2014, 
Killin Parish Church thereafter 
to Killin Cemetery to which all 
friends are respectfully invited. . 

if desired to Falls of Dochart, 
Retirement Home, Killin.
WARDLE - Peacefully at 
home on Saturday June 7, 2014, 
Michael, aged 80 - much loved 
brother of David and Susan. 
Funeral service at 11.30am 
on Friday June 20, 2014 in St 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church. 

Donations (if desired) towards 
Heart Smart and St Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church may be 
forwarded to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BRECHIN - The family of the 
late Margaret Brechin would 
like to thank everyone for the 
many cards and expressions of 
sympathy received following 
their sad loss.  Our sincere 
thanks to Dr Ward, the district 
nurses and staff of Glenaray 
Ward for their excellent care.  
Thanks to Rev Roddy MacLeod 
for his comforting service, to 
Kilmartin Hotel for excellent 
catering and to Morna for the 

also to Donald MacDonald 
Funeral Directors for their 
professional and caring service.  
Finally, thanks to all who paid 
their last respects at the church 
and graveside, especially those 
who travelled a great distance, 
it was much appreciated.  The 
collection for the Mid Argyll 
Chemo Unit raised over £525.

MEMORIAMS
BARRIE - Clelland William. In 
loving memory of our dearest 
brother who passed away July 
2, 2012. RIP. Talented in many 
ways and forever sadly missed.
- Matthew and Wendy.
BOA - In loving memory of 
Isobel, who passed away June 
17, 2007.
Remembered this day and 
always.
- Willie and family.
CAMERON - Precious 
memories of our dear parents, 
Anne who died June 21, 2001 
and Duncan, who died January 
6, 2003.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Catherine, Irene, Catherine-
Anne and families.
CAMPBELL -  Loving 
thoughts of our dear mum and 
nana, Marion L Campbell taken 
from us June 19, 2007. Also our 
father and grandpa Angus D. 
who died April 27, 1981.
We keep in our hearts the love 
of the past.
- All the family in Bunessan, 
Mull and away.
MACCOLL - In loving memory 
of our devoted Mum, Kathie, 
who died June 20, 2013. 
Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard, but always 
near
Still loved, still missed and very 
dear.
 - Elspeth, Iain and families.
MACDONALD - Treasured 
memories of Allan, a much 
loved husband, dad, father-in-
law and grampa who died June 
16, 2010.
We often visit the place you rest, 
to us you were simply the best
And as we turn and walk away, 
we know you are with us every 
day
The precious years we had 
together are memories we will 
have forever.
Love always
- Margaret, Allan, Emma, Beth 
x and Aidan x
MACDONALD - Treasured 
memories of my beloved son 
Allan, who passed away so 
suddenly on June 16, 2010.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Love Mother xx
MACKINNON  - Treasured 
memories of my son Barrie, 
who died June 10, 2001.
A special place within my heart 
is always kept for you.
- Mam.
MACLEAN - Precious 
memories of my dear mum, Aug 
23, 1913 - June 24, 1994.
Always in my thoughts and 
forever in my heart.
- Love Chrissie.
REECE - Cherished memories 
of Alec devoted husband, dad 
and pappy who died June 20, 
2002 and Catherine, who died 
on September 1, 2009.
Greatly missed
But our love and memories ever 
strong and clear.
- Sandy, Kathleen and families.
ROBERTSON - In loving 
memory of Mary (MacIntyre), 
a dear wife, sister, mum and 
granny who passed away June 
18, 2010.
- Billy, Janet, Scott, Lorne and 
families.
SINCLAIR - Cherished 
memories of Ronnie, beloved 
husband, dad, father-in-law and 
grandpa. Who passed away June 
17, 2008. 
We miss your smile, your joking 
ways
We miss the things you used to 
say
And when old times we recall
That’s when we miss you most 
of all.
- Joan and family.
SUTHERLAND - Ray, died 
June 19, 1998.
It’s 16 years since you went 
away
But you’re still with me every 
day.
- Sheena.

MEMORIALS

LIKE most Scots of my 
generation, I expect, I read Robert 
Louis Stevenson’s Kidnapped as 
a child.  

My copy of the book dates 
back 60 years to primary school 
in Glasgow.  

But it was only in April this 

the ‘desert isle’ where David 
Balfour, the hero of the book, 
was shipwrecked.

Stevenson knew and loved 
the island through belonging to 
the famous lighthouse-building 
family and part of his story 
depends on the fact that it is a 
real island only at high tide, so 
I had to study the tide and bus 
timetables carefully before my 
trip.  But once I had walked down 
from Fionnphort and crossed 
the sand to Erraid, there was 
something very special about 
actually encountering what I had 
only read about before. I once 
had that kind of experience in 
Greece.  As a student I had read 

BC and in a museum in Athens 
I saw a battered piece of metal 
with scratches on it. Then I 
realised that the scratches were 
letters, engraved more than 24 
centuries ago and certifying that 
this was a shield captured in a 
battle described in that book.  

Thought for the Week

THE POWER of volunteering was in 
evidence at St Conan’s Kirk, Lochawe, as 
the church opened a new cafe in a bid to 
boost funds.

The Kirk Kafe, which opened last Monday, 
will help the Friends of St Conan’s Kirk and 
its trustees maintain the building, which 
requires around £1 million of repair work.

Kirk Kafe has been established in the 
former caretaker’s cottage, which was only 
vacated last year.

Over the course of the past year, the 
property has undergone a ‘Changing Rooms’ 
style makeover thanks to donated items and 
volunteer labour.

Volunteers
Trustee Davy McLeod explained: ‘The 

cafe is run by volunteers and we have a list 
of local bakers who provide the cakes on a 
rota as a donation.

‘The tables and chairs were donated, 
or bought for next to nothing, and all the 

cleaning and decorating was done by 
volunteers. We have made some minor 
alterations to the kitchen and bathroom, but 
we had a lot of help in gutting those out.’

had up to 40 customers a day.
Davy, his wife Pat and their daughter 

Rhona Rankin are helped mainly by Halbert 
and Betty Jamieson in running the cafe but 
help is never too far away and other Lochawe 
residents are always willing to help.

THE BISHOP of Argyll and The Isles, The Right Reverend Kevin 
Pearson, blessed the new donations box in St John’s Cathedral on 
Pentecost Sunday.

The new eye-catching box, designed and created by sculptor 
Lucy Gray, was created almost entirely from a pulpit found in the 
cathedral’s storage area. Lucy said: ‘In this commission I have 
preserved the exquisite craftsmanship of the original structure and 
echoes of its history while breathing new life into it.’

Part of that new life is the bell that rings out a ‘thank you’ on 
receipt of donations.

TWO ARGYLL women, 
recognised as stalwarts within 
their respective communities, 
have been recognised in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours. 

Rosemary Macmaster Omand, 
from Tiree, received the British 
Empire Medal (BEM) and 
Craignish woman Jan Brown 
was made a Member of the 
British Empire (MBE) in this 
year’s list.

Miss Omand has been 
involved in the community 
for more than 40 years and is 
currently a member of the Tiree 
Christmas Parties Committee, 
Tiree Agricultural Show, Tiree 
Homecoming Committee, Vaul 
Golf Club, Royal Voluntary 
Meals on Wheels group and is 
also the Tiree representative for 
the Glasgow Tiree Association. 

Speaking about the award, she 
said: ‘When I got the letter it was 
a big shock. I’ve got no idea who 
nominated me.’

Jan Brown played a vital part 
in a project to build a village 
hall, helped establish a dedicated 
recycling body in Argyll and was 
involved in preserving one of the 
area’s most iconic boats.

Jan, who built and ran the 
Crafty Kitchen in Ardfern 
for nine years, also sits on the 
Craignish Boat Club committee, 
spent seven years as secretary of 
Craignish community council, 
was on the village hall committee 
that built the new hall and is 
now a member of Craignish 
community company, C3.

She was a founding member 
of recycling group The GRAB 
Trust, has worked with the 
Puffer Preservation Trust, which 
aims to secure the future of the 
oldest surviving steam-powered 
puffer in existence, and is a 
member of the Barmore Trust, 
which supports anti-poverty 
initiatives in the UK and around 
the world.

Jan said: ‘The letter came at 
the end of May. I was completely 
astonished, I couldn’t believe it.

‘For me it’s special because 
it’s my peers and colleagues that 
have nominated me. I don’t know 
that I have done more than other 
people but it’s such an honour to 
be singled out.’

A mother of two and 
grandmother of six, Jan lives 
with her husband Clive in 
Craignish.

She added: ‘He has been very 
supportive throughout all of 
these things. I couldn’t have 
done it without him.’

Suddenly it hit me with full force 
that what I had only read about 
before was real.  There it was in 
front of me!

People come to Argyll looking 
for that experience.

Many of them head for Iona, just 
across the water from Erraid, to 
walk on the ground trodden by St 
Columba more than 14 centuries 
ago.  Some make for Lismore, 
remembering St Moluag.  And 
being in such places can bring 
people very close to the story 
of Christianity in our land and 
make it real for them. Special 
places have a part in making 
faith real for us.  But there are 
other ways too.  A few people are 
blessed with a real and constant 
sense of the presence of God.  

I suspect, though, that for most 
people most of the time it feels 
like something we have just read 
or heard about rather than felt.  

But every so often, even in our 
ordinary lives, a loving word, a 
kind action and unexpected sight 
has the power to surprise us and 

God is real.  But we do need 
to keep alert for such events: 
otherwise it can be a case of 
‘blink and you’ll miss it’.
The Rev Ian Walter, assistant 
priest, St John’s Cathedral, 
Oban.

Birthday
honours
for Argyll 
stalwarts

Jan Brown, ‘astonished’ to have 
received the MBE. 

Rosemary Omand, a 
community stalwart on Tiree. 

Davy and Pat McLeod are welcoming visitors to the Kirk Kafe in Lochawe. 16_t25conans01

Sculptor Lucy Gray presents the new donations box to the Right 
Reverend Kevin Pearson. 

Bishop rings in the change at St John’s Cathedral

It may have been blazing sunshine on Monday, but the pre-five class at Little Learners Nursery in Dunstaffnage wore their waterproof 
dungarees to keep them visible on a fun-filled walk to the beach. 

Little Learners’ waterproof fun in the sun

Doors open on fundraising Kirk Kafe
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Isle of Seil

Golf News

Taynuilt

Dalmally

Glencruitten

APRIL and May competition 
results: April 19,  Three Club 
Competition - 1 Mary Phillips, 
2 John Taylor, 3 Bill Clark.
 April 27, Mixed Texas 
Scramble - 1 Janice Mitchell, 
John Morgan, David Nathan. 
May 11, Curly Cup - 1 Colin 
Campbell, 2 Mary Phillips.
May 17, Scottish Salmon 

Centre Shield, two rounds - 1 
Bill Clark, 2 Neil McCorkin-
dale.

TAYNUILT Golf Club Results 
Ladies: Medal played June 3:
1st Sandra Elliott 68 (26); 2
Alice MacCalman 68 (26); 3
Anne S MacCalman 71 (18).

Ladies: club championship 
handicap and medal played 
June 10: 1 Anne S MacCalman 
70 (18);  2 Mairead Sim
70 (14); 3 Sandra Elliott 70 (26).

Gents: club championship 
second Scratch plus Medal 
played June 15 -  1 Andrew 
Diggory 58 (05); 2 Mark 
Grant 62 (17) 3Calum Munro 
62 (08).

Club Championship Scratch 
after two Rounds -  1 Andrew 
Diggory 127 (63 64); 2 Mark 
Henricksen 141 (69 72); 3  
David Howie 142 (71 71).

Oban Salvation Army Community Church took eight local lads to Pollokshaws Road in Glasgow on 
Saturday, June 7, to compete in the Salvation Army Scottish 5-a-side Football Cup. After playing 

eight games and scoring a total of 31 goals, they returned triumphant, trophy in hand!

The two pieces of silverware won by Oban Saints senior team this season -  the Scottish Amateur 
Football League  Premier Division championship trophy and the Jimmy Marshall Cup  are on

display in the window of The Sports Shop at Macgregor Court, Oban.

THE format of the Dalmally 
Ladies Open was changed 
this year to a Tri Am and this 
proved very popular with the 20 
teams which entered.

The weather was glorious, 
and the food, as usual, received 
lots of compliments. 

The visitors came from far 
and wide - Comrie, Spean 
Bridge, Milngavie, Douglas 
Park, Cardross, Clydebank 
and District, Hollandbush and 
a very large loyal group from 
Dumbarton. The local  clubs 
also gave their support with 
ladies from Taynuilt, Glencruit-
ten and Isle of Seil.

Results: 1 Patricia MacIvor, 
Katherine Anne Munro and 
Virginia Miller  (Spean 
Bridge); 2 Diane Colewell, 
Helen Pearson, Bunty Menassa  
(Glencruitten); 3 Josephine 
Monaghan, Liz Maclean, Anne 
Shanks  (Dumbarton)

Best outward nine Barbara 
Robertson, Frances Friel and 
Margaret Nicholson  (Dum-
barton); Best inward nine 
Mary Philips, Donna Campbell 
(Isle of Seil) and Liz Moodie 
(Taynuilt).

Nearest the pin silver Anne 
Wilson  (Clydebank & District); 
bronze  Barbara Robertson  
(Dumbarton). Mystery 
Hole (17th) Anne Byiers, 
Jackie Wedderburn and Mary 
Kirkham  (Milngavie).

Spartak’s Ross MacKay clears his lines during the game with local rivals Lochgilphead Red Star.
Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Oban Saints 2002s, winners of the Ryan MacPhail Memorial Cup
Photo: Kenny Gray

Fun in the sun
at Oban festival ARVID Fagervold and Robert 

MacInnes lead the club cham-
pionship with scores of 62 and 
David McCuish is third with a 

round Arvid Fagervold leads 
with 62 – 4 =58 and in second 
place is John MacKinnon with 
69 – 9 = 60. Paul Kersley is 
third with 73 – 12 = 61. There is 
a Stableford on Tuesday.

 This weekend is the 
Glencruitten Pro Am which 
starts on Friday with one 
competitor playing with a golf 
pro for the lowest combined 
score and Saturday is the team 
event with 36 teams and golf 
professionals playing for the 
main prizes.

Hazelbank Motors are 
sponsoring a hole-in-one at the 

Scotland’s top golf profession-
als. Local professionals Ian 
MacNab and Ian Nicholson are 

INVERLOCHY Primary 
School celebrated success at the 
Artemis Macaulay Sixes shinty 
tournament in Oban. 

The P5 and under group 
enjoyed a victory, beating teams 
from all over Scotland to get 

Ord.
There was little between the 

teams in the keenly-fought match 
and the teams were square after 
extra time but Inverlochy won 
2-0 in the penalty shoot-out. 

The P6-7 team gave a good 
account of themselves winning 

losing narrowly 1-0 to the Kyles 
Athletic team who went on to 

Inverlochy coach Willie Mac-
Donald said: ‘Cameron Steven 

when Beauly and Ord missed 
their penalty Craig MacDonald 
hit the back of the net to start the 
celebrations.

‘Alec Morrison was outstand-

The Inverlochy P5 and under shinty team were delighted to pick 
up the Macaulay Sixes shield. Back from left: Struan Steven, 

Leah Maxstone,  Archie MacKinnon, Craig MacDonald  and Ryan 
Cairns. Front from left: Alec Morrison, Gordon Stevenson and 

Cameron Steven.  20_f25inverlochy

good Ewan MaCormick from 
the Beauly side and was ably 
assisted by Archie MacKinnon,  
who was superb during the 
whole tournament.

‘Cameron played well all day 
along with brother Struan in 
goals, who made important 
saves at crucial times. Craig 
MacDonald and Alec Morrision 
also played some delightful 
shinty in the forward line with 
great passing and movement 
and scored some great goals 
throughout the day. 

‘Leah Maxstone and Ryan 
Cairns played important roles 
when asked and they will 
become important players for 
this team next year. Captain 
Gordon Stevenson had an 
excellent tournament with great 
defending skills and he was a 
very happy boy as he went up 
to lift the trophy and collect his 
winners’ medal.’ 

PRIMARY SIXES

Inverlochy win Macaulay Sixes in Oban

Saints’ trophies on display

CONNEL racer John McPhee 
had to settle for ninth place 
in the Catalunya Grand Prix 
Moto3 race at Montmelo after a 
race-long scrap with Francesco 
Bagnaia.

The teenager, who started 10th, 
stuck with the lead group all the 
way to the midway point when 
the time-consuming tussle with 
the Italian took its inevitable 
toll and the front-runners pulled 
away.

From there on the pair raced 
in virtual isolation until the 
latter stages when the squabble 
allowed the once-distant Alexis 
Masbou and Miguel Oliveira to 
close in.

quarters of a second covered 
four riders, with McPhee hang-

clear of Bagnaia, who was duly 
chased over the line by Masbou 
and Oliveira.

The only consolation for 
McPhee at the end of the tire-
some battle was a new Moto3 
lap record of 94.94mph.

‘It was a bit frustrating re-

Oban army boys are champions

ally,’ said the RTG team rider. 
‘I should have worked harder to 
break free from Bagnaia in the 
early stages and stick with the 
leaders. Instead we ended up 

knew it the group had gone.
‘Unfortunately by that time I 

was getting a fair bit of move-
ment from the rear so - while I 
didn’t back off - I made a con-
scious decision not to take any 
unnecessary risks, calculating 
that it was better to come out of 
the race with some decent points 
rather than pushing too hard and 
maybe crashing.

‘I knew I could have Bagnaia 
quite easily,’ he added. ‘So I 
settled for ninth and the points 
which we can build on at the 
next round at Assen.’

Estrella Galicia 0,0’s Alex 
Marquez took the race win 
- his second Moto3 GP victory 
- by a comfortable margin of 3.2 
seconds ahead of GO&FUN’s 
rising star Enea Bastianini. 

MOTOR CYCLING

Connel rider finishes 9th in Catalunya

THEY may be celebrating a 
football festival at the World 
Cup in Brazil but for a host of 
Argyll youngsters it was all 
about a tournament in Oban at 
the weekend.

On Saturday and Sunday the 
Oban Primary Football League 
held a fantastic weekend of 
football fun in what is hoped 
will become an annual Oban 
Football Festival.

On the Saturday teams from 
primary one through to primary 

-
ferent formats from Fun Fours, 

sides.
Some of the quality on show 

from these youngsters was great 
to see on a beautiful sunny day 
and was played on the excellent 

surface which is a great credit to 
the ground staff there. 

Teams from Fort William, 
Campbeltown and Lochgilphead 
travelled to Oban, as did Hol-
lytown Football Club, Scotland 
Boys Club and a Celtic boys 
club. Local teams were Swifts, 
Spartak, Oban Real Madrid, 
Blue Brazil and the brilliant new 
primary ones, K-oz.

On the Sunday, the older 
groups from the primary six and 
seven age groups played in their 
seven-a-side festival.

The 2003s had an excellent 
showing from Oban with a fan-
tastic three Oban Saints teams 
in the group joined by Ksc 
Barca from Kilwinning, Wolves 
Boys Club and Ardencaple.

The 2002s had a very special 
day as they were permitted to 
play for the Ryan MacPhail 
Memorial Cup and the two local 
Oban Saints 2002s teams were 
desperate to lift this trophy to 
keep it in Oban.

They were joined by Loch-
gilphead Red Star, Ardencaple, 
Westerton and Dumbarton 
Riverside.

The standard of play was very 
high and it was the Saints 2002s 
team who were victorious in the 
end.

At the close of play, chairman 
of the primary football league, 
Stuart MacDonald and Ryan’s 
brother, Jason, also from the 
Ryan MacPhail Memorial 
Fund presented medals to each 
and every player. Jason then 
presented the trophy to winning 
captain Jude Bain.

Tournament organisers Gary 
MacIvor and Neil Beaton com-
mented that they were delighted 
with way the festival went and 
would like to see it become a 
more regular event.

They would like to thank the 
referees for their good work on 
the day, all the teams and their 
parents for coming along and 
everyone who helped with the 

burgers and teas.
Thanks also went to D&K Laf-

ferty for sponsoring the event, 
to Forteiths for supplying the 
burgers and, most importantly, 
to Amanda MacPhail from 
the Ryan MacPhail Memorial 
Fund, who has given incredible 

youth football set up and the 
individual teams involved.

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£1200

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

E MacDonald, McIntyre Ter, Lochgilphead

F Winton, Quarry Road, Oban
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Fixtures

Results

SHINTY

The Orion Group Premiership
  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts
Newtonmore 9        8        0        1      25       8        16
Lovat  8        6        1        1      22       9        13
Glenurquhart 9        5        1        3      15      19       11
Kingussie  9        5        1        3      20      16       11
Inveraray  10      3        2        5      15      21        8
Kyles Athletic 8        2        2        4       8       15        6
Kinlochshiel 8        2        0        6      11      18        4  
Lochaber  9        0        1        8       9       29        1

Marine Harvest National Division  
                                   P      W      D       L        F        A       Pts
Oban Camanachd 7        6       0        1       19        5       11
Beauly  8        4       1        3       19      14         9     
Kilmallie  5        4       0        1       23        6         8
Caberfeidh 6        3       1        2       17      13         7
Glasgow MA 7        3       0        4       16      17         6
Fort William 3        2       1        0         9        4         5
Glenorchy  8        1       1        6         8      28         3
Bute  6        0       0        6         4      28        -2

Marine Harvest North Division 1
  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts      
Skye  5        5        0        0      16        1       10
Newtonmore 8        4        1        3      22      10        9
Strathglass 7        4        1        2      22      13        9
Kingussie  7        3        1        3      18      20        7
Beauly  7        3        1        3      13      19        7  
Glenurquhart 6        2        2        2      13      13        6
Inverness  7        1        2        4      16      23        4
Lovat  7        1        0        6        7      28        2

Marine Harvest South Division 1
  P       W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Kyles Athletic 7        4        2        1       26     10       10
Aberdour  7        4        2        1       21     13       10
Ballachulish 5        4        1        0       21      8         9
Lochside Rovers 7        2        2        3       17     23        6
Kilmory  8        2        1        5       11     14        5
Strachur  5        1        2        2        7      11        4
Taynuilt  6        1        1        4       14     24        3
Oban Celic 5        1        1        3        4      19        3

Marine Harvest North Division 2
  P       W      D        L        F       A      Pts
Glengarry  8        5        1        2       15      14       11
Fort William 6        5        0        1       22      12      10
Boleskine  9        4        0        5       21      31        8
Lochcarron 6        3        1        2       16      13        7
Aberdeen Uni 8        2        2        4       19      21        6
Skye  7        2        1        4       16      16        5
Lochaber  7        2        1        4       15      19        5
Kinlochshiel 7        2        2        3       15      13        4

Marine Harvest South Division 2 
                                  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts
Tayforth  10      9        1        0      37       4       19
Inveraray  9       7        2        0      32       5       16
Col Glen  10      5        2        3      36      13      12
Glasgow MA  10      5        1        4      33      21      11
Ballachulish 11      4        0        7      19      36       8
Bute  8       3        1        4      15      21       7
Glenorchy  9       2        0        7      12      27       4
Aberdour  11      0        1      10        7      64       1

Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                  P       W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Caberfeidh 8        6        1        1       34     11       13
Lewis  9        4        1        4       19     22        9
Rtrathspey 9        4        1        4       21     26        9
Kilmallie  8        4        1        3       33     17        8
Lochbroom 7        3        2        2       11     12        8
Inverness  9        1        0        8        9      39        2

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

best for shinty
news, views

and photographs

Artemis Macaulay Cup
Quarter Finals
Glenorchy v Oban Camanachd

Glenorchy unable to travel to
alternative venue.
Lovat 3 - 0 Fort William
Kingussie 1 - 4 Newtonmore

Bullough Cup
Quarter Finals
Tayforth 4 - 2 Col Glen
Ballachulish 1 - 2 Inveraray
Lochside 1 - 2 Kyles Athletic

Strathdearn Cup
Quarter Finals
Strathspey 6 - 1 Lochbroom
Newtonmore 2 - 0 Kinlochshiel
Glenurquhart 2 - 1 Fort William

Strathdearn Plate
Quarter Finals 
Beauly 4 - 1 Lochaber
Kingussie 6 - 0 Caberfeidh

Balliemore Cup Semi Final
Inverness 1 - 3 Skye

Orion Group Premiership
Inveraray 1 - 0 Kinlochshiel
Lochaber 1 - 2 Glenurquhart

Marine Harvest
National Division
Bute 2 - 3 Glasgow Mid Argyll
Kilmallie 6 - 2 Caberfeidh

Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Lewis 3 - 2 Kilmallie

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Taynuilt 2 - 3 Ballachulish
Aberdour 1 - 0 Kilmory

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Aberdour 0 - 0 Glasgow MA

RBS MacTavish Cup Final
Glenurquhart v Lovat   
Innes Wood - 4.05pm
(at Bught Park, Inverness)

Artemis Macaulay Cup
Quarter Final
Glasgow MA v Kyles Athletic  
David Mitchell - 3pm 

Balliemore Cup Semi Final
Aberdour v Ballachulish  
Ron Kennedy
(at The Dell, Kingussie)

Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup
Quarter Final
Lochbroom v Fort William  
Rab MacAskill 

Strathdearn Cup
Quarter Final
Kilmallie v Skye   

Orion Group Premiership
Lochaber v Inveraray  

Marine Harvest National 
Division
Kilmallie v Beauly   
Billy Wotherspoon - 12pm
Caberfeidh v Fort William  
Daniel MacRae - 1pm
Glenorchy v Bute   
Colin MacDonald

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Kyles Athletic v Kilmory  
John MacGregor
Lochside Rovers v Taynuilt  
Lachie Wood
Oban Celtic v Strachur  
David Stafford

Marine Harvest
North Division 2 
Boleskine v Aberdeen Un  
John Matheson - 12pm
Glengarry v Lochaber  
John Wood
Kinlochshiel v Lochcarron  
Ronnie Campbell

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Bute v Glenorchy   
Neil MacDonald
Glasgow MA v Ballachulish  
Euan Pearson - 12pm
Inveraray v Tayforth   
Ewen MacDonald

(All throw ups 2.00pm unless
stated)

Inveraray’s Grant Griffin in action against Kinlochshiel last Saturday. The Royal Burgh side won by 
the only goal of the game. Photo: Stephen Lawson

RBS MacTavish 

centre stage

Skye’s Jonathan ‘Shockie’ MacLennan celebrates the opening 
goal during the islander’s Balliemore Cup semi-final win over 

Inverness. Photo: Donald Cameron 

Portree Primary win Mackay Cup
THE SCHOOLS Camanachd Association MacKay Cup Final was
held at The Dell, Kingussie last Saturday.

Kyles and Portree Primary teams met having won their respective
one day tournaments held at Strachur and Fort William.

Portree started strongly and quickly dominated the play, with the
Kyles defence digging in and holding off a series of attacks while
still managing to create some counter forays towards the Portree
goal.

However, it was Taylor Matheson who found the net on the 20-
minute mark for Portree. Three minutes later Abby MacLean made
it 2-0 and Holly MacLean compounded Kyles misery with a third
two minutes later.

The second half saw Kyles with more of the play but they were
repeatedly denied  by the Portree keeper who pulled off a series of

Portree continued to press and their efforts paid off when Daniel
MacDonald scored goal number four, with Gilleasbuig MacDonald

The cup and medals were presented by Iain Ross of Kingussie,
who was able to show the teams his own MacKay Cup medal which

competition in 1949. The Anne Cameron Memorial Quaich was
awarded to Portree captain Ross Gordon.

Ackie Macrae, Newtonmore and Savio Genini, Kingussie do battle 
during last Saturday’s  Artemis Macaulay Cup

quarter final. 

’More come out on top in Badenoch derby
RBS MacTavish Cup 
Final
of the 2014 season takes place at
Bught Park on Saturday with
Inverness-shire rivals Lovat and
Glenurquhart both vying to land
the RBS MacTavish Cup.

It’s a case of deja vu for the
players, whose homes are only
11 scenic miles apart.  Same
personnel, same venue, same
competition but only Lovat
would settle for the same score-
line; albeit with less of the last
gasp nerves and drama.

Attended by one of the biggest
crowds of recent times, the

death penalties; something Glen
vice-captain Ali MacKintosh
would like to see reversed on
Saturday.

Lovat’s victory last year

silverware for 60 years.  If Glen

MacTavish Cup win in their
history.

GLENURQUHART go into

won away to Lochaber at the
weekend in a 2-1 victory.

Manager Billy McLean said:
‘I’m happy with the result on
Saturday as we were a few bod-
ies short and Lochaber are a not
bad side.’

He described this Saturday’s

of the season, as ‘the big one’
and said they would be trying to
get something from it after the
disappointment last season.

Squad-wise, McLean is miss-
ing Mike Grady, who is on
holiday.

The player had organised
his holidays at the start of the
season to not clash with the cup

for television.
‘Mike is gutted that he’ll

be missing the game,’ said
McLean.

‘Andrew Corrigan should be
back for us, and Ally McIntosh
has been struggling with injury
recently, but we hope he will be
back too.’

LOVAT won 3-0 at home to
Fort William last Saturday, with
Kevin Bartlett scoring a hat-
trick to secure the points.

‘I’m happy with the result, we
played well,’ said Allan McRae.

Saturday, the manager said he
hoped to be taking a full-strength
squad, with Greg Matheison be-
ing a slight injury worry.

McRae said: ‘We’re looking
forward to the day out.

will be giving it our best shot.’

Balliemore Cup 
semi final
BALLACHULISH made their
second visit to Taynuilt this
season, without a few regular

and led 2 – 0 at the break through
goals from Lorne Brown and
Scott Henderson.

Henderson restored the two-
goal lead after Stuart Scott had
scored for Taynuilt and Balla
held on to take the two points
back up the A828.

Ballachulish’s junior side
went in against Inveraray in the
Bullough Cup having lost a few
regulars to their senior team
and gave a good show in a close
game that ended 2-1 in favour of
the Royal Burgh.

Ballachulish had taken an early
lead through Morgan Smith.

The club now look forward to

the Dell against a good Aberdour
side and are hopeful of getting
a few regular starters back into
the side.

Artemis Macaulay 
Cup quarter final
KYLES ATHLETIC will be

Macaulay Cup when they meet
GMA this weekend.

The Tighnabruaich side are on
a good run of form and defeat
to the National Division side
would come as an unwelcome
surprise.

Last week Kyles’ second team
beat Lochside Rovers 2-1 in the
Bullough Cup, thanks to goals
from Roddy MacColl.

Strathdearn Cup
SKYE travel to the West
Highlands on Saturday to face
Kilmallie in the Strathdearn
Cup.

The side were away to
Inverness on June 14, in the
Balliemore Cup, and gained
a 3-1 victory, with goals from
Jonathon MacLennan, Kenny
Campbell and Kenny MacLeod.

They sit top of the Marine
Harvest North Division One,
with games in hand over second
place Newtonmore and third
place Strathglass.

Orion Group 
Premiership
KINLOCHSHIEL lost 1-0 to
Inveraray at the weekend and
manager Colin Fraser feels they
were unlucky not to get a point.

‘I’m a wee bit disappointed, it
could have gone either way,’ he
said.

‘It would have been nice to
get a point, but fair play to
Inveraray.’

With regards to upcoming
games, the side have a free week
on Saturday and Fraser hopes
this will give squad members
time to heal from injuries.

‘Neil Fraser is an injury
worry for us. He had to come
off on Saturday after hurting his
hamstring. We’ll see how bad it
is this week in training.

‘We have a free week this
weekend so hopefully he’ll be

NEWTONMORE were cel-
ebrating a 4-1 victory against
rivals Kingussie in the Macaulay
Cup on Saturday.

half gave Newtonmore a head
start and their success continued
into the second half with a goal
from Paul MacArthur and two
from Glen MacIntosh.

weekend.

KINGUSSIE were left to lick
their wounds after suffering a
4-1 home defeat against New-
tonmore at the weekend.

The team got off to a bad start
against their rivals when James
Hutchison scored an own goal in
the 14th minute of the Macaulay

from there until Louis Munro
scored the team’s only goal in

Kings’ have no game this
weekend.

LOCHABER’S performance
has been improving in recent
weeks but it wasn’t enough to
secure a win against Glenurqu-
hart at the weekend.

Glenurquhart scored twice
at Spean Bridge in the Orion

tried to pull the score back with
a goal from Stuart Callison in
the 86th minute but there was
no time for an equaliser and the
game ended 2-1.

Coach Robert Johnstone said:
‘It was a good game, really well

played from both sides. It was
a close game but just not close
enough.’

This Saturday Lochaber face
another home game against In-
veraray and Johnstone is feeling

He said: ‘We’ve played a lot
better in the last few games so
hopefully things are looking up.
I think we have a good chance
of getting a result. We’ve taken
a lot of chances recently so it’s
about time some of them paid
off.’

Lochaber will be missing Mar-
tin Johnstone who is suspended.

INVERARAY will hope to
continue their good Orion Group
Premiership form with victory
over Lochaber this Saturday.

The Royal Burgh have been
too hot to handle at the Winter-
ton over the past few weeks and
just last weekend secured a 1-0
home win against Kinlochshiel,
thanks to a David Robertson
goal.

Manager Garry MacPherson
will hope his side can convert
their good home form to an away
victory as they travel north this
weekend.

National Divison
FORT WILLIAM manager

-
pointed to have lost 3-0 away to
Lovat at the weekend.

‘We tried to man-mark their
play makers and goal scorers and
didn’t really get to grips with the
game at all,’ said Smith.

‘The second half was much

was a great effort and the boys,
didn’t lie down and battled to
the end.’

Discussing this Saturday’s
game against Caberfeidh, Smith
said he was looking forward to
it greatly.

‘I’ve been looking forward to
the game since the start of the
season.

‘There’ll be some real old-style
shinty played. I can’t wait.

missing for various reasons,
but fair play to the guys who
have come in, they have been a
credit to themselves, especially
the young players we’ve had to
draft in.’

KIILMALLIE will play host
to Beauly on Saturday in the
Marine Harvest National Divi-
sion.

The side go into the game
following a comfortable 6-2
victory against Caberfeidh on
Saturday, June 14.

Martin Munro scored a hat-
trick for the side, and they will
be hoping he can continue this
good form going into the clash
against the Highlanders.

OBAN CAMANACHD

round of the Macaulay Cup
without having to swing a ca-
man.

Their opponents on Saturday,
Glenorchy, had an unplayable
pitch and were unable to travel
to an alternative venue.

Camanachd are not scheduled
to play this weekend.

BUTE are at home again
this weekend when they play
Glenorchy. The islanders lost
3-2 at home to Glasgow Mid
Argyll last Saturday. Bute’s goal
scorers were Chris MacGowan
and David Whitelaw from the
penalty spot.

GLENORCHY will be count-
ing on two points from an away
trip to Bute this weekend, as
both sides currently sit at the
foot of the Marine Harvest
National Division.

The Dalmally side will hope
to have Findlay Ross back in
their ranks after he picked up a
knock against Caberfeidh two
weekends ago.

Last weekend’s Macaulay
Cup tie against the Oban side
was forfeited after Glenorchy’s
pitch was deemed unplayable
and the home side could not
travel to an alternative venue.

South Division One
LOCHSIDE are back in league
action this weekend after suffer-
ing a painfully narrow defeat to
Kyles Athletic in the Bullough
Cup in Oban.

Diarmid MacMillan got Loch-
side’s only goal as the Oban side
crashed out of the competition.

Taynuilt are the visitors this
weekend as Lochside look to
climb the Marine Harvest South
Division One table.

TAYNUILT have three players
out and two in as manager Davy

a settled team in consecutive
weeks.

The village side have a short
trip into Oban for their match
against Lochside Rovers, a team

league defeat so far this season.
Taynuilt are also missing

Mark Bergant, Steven Campbell
and Stephen Davidson for the
away tie but will welcome Ryan
Gillies and David Graham back
to the fold.

Thomson said: ‘Lochside
comprehensively beat us in
Taynuilt but that was our worst
performance of the season so
far.’

Taynuilt again entertained

in the end as they lost 3-2 to
Ballachulish.

Goals from veterans Stuart
Scott and Willie Gillies kept
the home side in the game, as
Taynuilt grew into the match
and ended the game the better
team.

OBAN CELTIC interim
manager David Hamilton said

Strachur this Saturday when the
Cowal men arrive in Oban.

Celtic recorded a 2-0 vic-
tory in Strachur and Hamilton

the visitors to turn the tables on
the hosts.

Hamilton said: ‘They wouldn’t
have been happy with the result
down there because you want to
win your home games. No doubt
they will be out to get us back.

‘But that’s the reason we will
also be up for this game.’

Celtic are likely to miss sus-
pended centre Neil Carmichael
and Alan MacInnes, who is
working.

STRACHUR return to league
duty tomorrow (Saturday) fol-
lowing a three-week break from
play.

The Cowal men, who have

this season, will take on bottom
of South Division One league
Oban Celtic.

-
rienced Oban side thrashed
Strachur 2-0 just three weeks
ago at home, with a performance
manager John Montgomery
described as  ‘substandard and
just not acceptable’.

The game at Ganavan throws
up at 2.30pm.

KILMORY will be keen to
shake off last week’s defeat
to Aberdour as they prepare
to meet league leaders Kyles
Athletic.

Despite a descent performance
on Saturday, Kilmory conceded
the only goal of the game to
Aberdour, which is joint top of
the South Division One League
with the Tighnabruaich men.

John Martin Phillips put one
past Kilmory on 31 minutes
but the Lochgilphead lads were
unable to clinch the equaliser,
which had also evaded them the
week before.

Playing away to Kyles Athletic
tomorrow (Saturday), Kilmory
face a tough encounter against
a side which has only lost one
game all season.

The game throws up at 2pm.
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Saints looking to 
strengthen squad

Weather
Thursday Cloudy
 Winds moderate north westerly
 Temperatures 11°C to 15ºC

Friday Sunny intervals
 Winds moderate north north westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 14ºC.

Weekend Sunny periods on Saturday
Outlook Sunshine and showers on Sunday

Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 14ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, June 19, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  04.27   1.0 10.12 3.1 16.45       1.0       22.53      3.3
Fri  05.28 1.2 11.24 2.9 17.49       1.2        **.**        *.*     
Sat  00.17 3.2 06.34 1.3 12.52       2.9       18.59      1.3
Sun  01.38 3.2 07.43 1.4      14.07      3.0       20.13      1.4
Mon  02.45 3.2 08.48 1.4 15.04 3.1        21.23      1.3
Tues       03.39      3.3  09.42 1.3 15.49       3.3       22.19      1.3
Wed  04.23   3.4 10.28 1.2 16.29       3.5       23.07       1.2
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

13

14

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

12

FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths’
results and fixtures
LAST weekend results: 
Westerton 3, Under 14s 2. On 
target for Saints were Lewis 
Buchanan and Ruairidh Horne.
Drumchapel Utd 1, Under 

15s 4. Scoring for Saints were 
Lomond MacPherson (2), Liam 
Higgins and Daniel MacVicar. 

OBAN Saints Youths hold 
their annual invitational foot-

Stadium on Saturday June 21 
kicking off at 10.30am.
Eight teams, including six 

professional youth sides, are 
taking part in two sections of 
four with the top two qualify-

Group A - Oban Saints, 
Hamilton Accies, Dumbarton 
and Dundee United.
Group B - Fort William, St 

Mirren, Clyde and Dundee.
Fixtures: 10.30am - Oban 

Saints v Dumbarton; Fort Wil-
liam v Clyde.
 11.15am - Hamilton Accies v 
Dundee United; St Mirren v 
Dundee.
12pm - Oban Saints v Hamil-

Oban Saints hold
youth tournament

FOOTBALL

More football silverware for Oban 
as Athletic win Thomson Trophy
‘It says a lot for how well the 
the players have done’

BOWLS

YOUTH FOOTBALL

OBAN Saints senior team are 
looking to strengthen their 
squad for the coming season.
Despite winning two trophies 

- the SAFL Premier Divison 
league title and the Jimmy 
Marshall Cup, manager Iain 
Jackson wants to add to his 
player pool.
He said: ‘Last season was tre-

mendous, we played 36 games 
and lost only twice and one of 
those was a penalty shoot-out in 
the West of Scotland Cup.
‘We have a relatively small 

squad and if we get any injuries 
or suspensions then we could 
struggle a bit.
‘We start pre-season training 

on Wednesday July 2 at Oban 
Lorne Rugby Club commencing 
at 6.30pm so new players will 
be made more than welcome’.
As well as the D&K Lafferty 

Cup Tournament on July 12 
featuring Dundee United, St 
Johnstone, Hamilton Accies and 
Alloa Athletic, the Oban side 

season friendlies with Greenock 
HSFP, Ashvale Victoria and 
Tynecastle with another one or 
two games still to be organised.   

Over-35s League
THE DM MacKinnon Cup 
was won by The Trialists, 
who defeated the Emergency 
Services 9-0 in a good-spirited 
contest.

Teams wanted for 
Iona tournament
FOOTBALLERS interested in 
playing at the annual football 
tournament on Iona should get 
in touch with organisers.

The event is due to be held on 
Saturday.

While seven teams are 
already signed up for the event, 
more teams from the islands, 

welcome.
Teams should contact Graham 

on 07769 325255 for more 
details.

ton Accies; Fort William v  St 
Mirren. 
12.45pm - Dumbarton v Dun-

dee United; Clyde v Dundee.
1.30pm - Dundee United v 
Oban Saints; Dundee v Fort 
William.
2.15pm - Hamilton Accies 

v Dumbarton; St Mirren v 
Dundee.

Group A v Runner-up Group B; 
Winner Group B v Runner-up 
Group A.
3.45pm - Final.
The three referees in charge 

on the day are John Scott, Tim 
Woodcock and David Dunlop.
The tournament is sponsored 

by Oban Joinery Services.

Thomson Trophy
Oban Athletic 4

Nia-Roo 1
OBAN Athletic completed 

wonderful performance and 
result against undefeated league 
champions Nia-Roo in the sun-
shine at Broadwood Stadium, 
Cumbernauld.

Athletic started the match with 
a slight change in formation with 
captain Craig Campbell play-
ing in front of an experienced 
back four that welcomed back 
Iain MacInnes who had been 

victory three weeks earlier. 

the match there was very little 
between both sides. However 
veteran Nia-Roo striker Stephen 
Jamieson pounced on a through 
ball in the 12th minute and 
sidefooted a right foot shot past 
a helpless Sugar Douglas. 

Nia-Roo, who had won the West 
of Scotland Premier League title 
with a record 16 wins from 16 
games, then appeared to think 
the procession would begin, but 
they hadn’t bargained for a bril-
liant 25-minute spell of football 
from the Oban team.

back just as he had in the semi-

the ball home when Nia-Roo 
keeper Kevin Blacker failed to 
deal with a high cross under his 
bar.

Dean was instrumental in what 
was possibly the best goal of the 
game shortly after when some 
excellent link up play between 
David Smith and Stephen Fox 
resulted in a clever back heel 
straight into the path of an un-
marked man of the match Scott 
Maitland who placed the ball 
low into the keepers left hand 
post.

By this point Athletic had 

the bit between their teeth and 
scored goal number three from a 
Dougal Graham corner. The ball 
was headed to the back of the six 
yard box where a composed Iain 
MacInnes lay in wait to thump 
home an unstoppable right foot 
shot.  

At this stage Nia-Roo had lost 
all shape and discipline, resort-
ing to some ill-timed challenges 
all over the park.  On one such 
occasion keeper Blacker ruth-
lessly tripped Dean Smith inside 
the box to give away a stonewall 
penalty and was perhaps lucky to 
escape with just a yellow card.

However, the poor run of 
penalty conversions was to 
continue for Athletic when the 
keeper redeemed himself to save 
Dougal Graham’s spot kick. 

Both sides returned for the 
second half with no changes in 
personnel and the pattern of play 
was to prove similar to the end 

Nia-Roo changed with half an 
hour to go to a front three in a 
desperate attempt to get back 
into the match. However, Craig 
Campbell simply slotted into the 
defence alongside the excellent 
David McPhee and old head 
Steven MacLeod.

Much of the second half was 
very stop start with several free 
kicks being awarded to both 
sides which played into the Ath-
letic’s hands who were happy to 
see the game out.

from time when an Athletic 
counter attack resulted in Dean 
Smith rounding the keeper 

the empty net to send the large 
travelling support home deliri-
ous.

Manager John Horne said 
after the trophy presentation: ‘I 

couldn’t be prouder of each and 
every player, when you consider 
Nia-Roo had such a great season 
including a place in the last 16 of 
the Scottish Cup it is an unbe-
lievable achievement to win so 
convincingly.

‘No side had ever beaten them 
by more than one goal, so to do it 
in such a big game is a wonderful 
effort by everyone involved.

‘I’d also just like to thank 
former manager Calum Fox who 
I invited back to take his rightful 
place with the boys and when 
you consider he took over a team 
of hard working lads less than 
two years ago it says a lot for 
how well the players have done 
and also to D&K Lafferty for 
their continued support’.

A jubilant Oban Athletic pictured with the Thomson Trophy after their resounding 4-1 win over Nia-Roo last Saturday.
Photos: Gerry Lafferty

A TRIPLE from Oban Bowling 
Club is through to the county 

Argyll section last Saturday.
Played on Tarbert Green, the 

Oban triple of Donna Forbes, 
Margaret MacAlpine and Helen 
MacLean will play in the area 

along with the club’s singles 
and fours, who have already 

The following day the Oban 
ladies fours of Donna Forbes, 
Margaret MacAlpine, Anne 
Campbell and Helen MacLean 
won both their morning quarter 

both the fours and the senior 
singles.

Bowlers through 
to county final

Taynuilt coaches 
Derek MacFarlane, 
left, and Stephen 
Sloss and their 
players show off 
the silverware from 
a very successful 
season.

SCHOOL SHINTYTHE TROPHY cabinet of 
Taynuilt Shinty Club has been 
looking a bit bare in recent 
times - that was until the club’s 
primary school-aged members 
brought home six titles.

The 16 players, who make up 
the primary seven and under 
team and the primary four and 

remember.

Last November the teams 
began their Oban and Lorn 
indoor league season in Atlantis 
Leisure. Taynuilt teams went on 
to win all three of the leagues 
contested.

National
Next up was the Gilmour 

Sports Cup, a national six-a-
side indoor tournament held in 
Fort William. There, Taynuilt’s 
primary seven and under team, 
coached by Stephen Sloss, 
secured the status of national 
indoor champions.

The next trophies in the cabi-
net were from the Rural Sixes, 
played in Taynuilt over three 
months.

This new tournament offered 
prizes in both the primary four 

seven sections and Taynuilt did 
the double.

Later in the season both teams 

the South of Scotland Sixes, 
held in Taynuilt, and at the re-
cent Artemis Macaulay Sixes at 

their age sections.
Congratulated

Coaches Stephen Sloss and 
Derek MacFarlane congratu-
lated the players on a great sea-
son and also thanked Stephen’s 
brother, Colin, who restarted 
the junior club eight years ago 
before handing over these suc-
cessful teams.

Taynuilt primary school trophy 
cabinet is bulging at the seams

Dougal Graham wheels away after sealing victory with the fourth goal chased by David Smith, Scott 
Maitland and Stefan Campbell.
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FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

PARENTS and carers in the Western Isles are 
being urged to take part in a survey about their 
children. 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar is running the 
annual survey to analyse what is working well in 
education services and areas for improvement. 

Councillor Catriona Stewart, chairwoman of the 
education and children’s services committee, said: 
‘I would like to encourage all parents and carers 
of young people who attend any of the comhairle’s 
educational establishments throughout the 

‘We value feedback and we want to continue 
improving our educational services right through 
the system, from nurseries to secondary schools.’

MOD Aird nam Murchan (Ardnamurchan 
Mod) will be held this Friday, June 20.  

The mod is once again being held in 
Ardsgoil Aird nam Murchan and Arainn 
Shuaineirt in Strontian. 

The mod is a celebration of Gaelic linguistic 
and cultural heritage and provides opportu-
nities for people of all ages to perform across 
a range of competitive disciplines including 
Gaelic music and song, Highland dancing, 

instrumental, drama, sport and literature.
Competitors are drawn from the peninsu-

nam Murchan.
Other entries will be from Mallaig Primary 

School, Salen Primary School, Mull, and 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile.  

Convenor Fiona Maclean said: ‘This year 
the mod has had the highest number of 
entries in its history and we are particularly 

pleased with the number of high school and 
adult entries.’  

The mod is once again providing a ‘fringe’ 
activity for competitors, run by Dougie Beck 
from Feisean nan Gaidheal. 

The prizewinners’ concert starts in the 
evening at 7pm and the chairman this year 
is Kenny Thomson.

Visitors are invited along to what promises 
to be a great evening of music and song.  

MEMBERS of the community 
in Fort William are being asked 
to vote for names for three new 
schools opening over the next 
18 months.

Upper Achintore primary 
and Fort William primary will 
amalgamate into a new build 
school on Lundavra Road, with 
a new Gaelic Primary School 
also being built on Ardgour 
Road.

The new joint campus in Caol 
will provide a shared site for 
Caol Primary School and the 
new Roman Catholic school, 
which will replace the existing 
Lochyside and Fort William RC 
primary schools.

Votes from pupils, staff, 
parents and the local 
community will be cast  at the 
open sessions on Tuesday June 
24 between 3.30 and 5.30pm at 
Upper Achintore, Fort William, 
Fort William RC and Lochyside 
RC primaries.

Norma Young, Area 
Education Manager said: ‘This 
is an exciting time for the Fort 
William area, as the names 
chosen will begin to form the 
identity of each school.’

MORE than 100 voters in the Highlands who 
made mistakes on their postal ballot security 
statements will be contacted to explain why 
their vote wasn’t counted. 

The most common discrepancies made by 
129 constituents included missing signatures 
or dates of birth, or this information differing 
from what was supplied on the application to 
vote by post. 

In the Western Isles, 47 postal entries were 
rejected for similar reasons. 

With the change in European regulations, 

write to those affected to explain why their vote 

postal vote application. It is hoped this will 

prevent mistakes and spoiled ballots in future 
elections and the independence referendum.

upcoming referendum, said: ‘The absent voter 

and is a vital part of the process for all elections 

process and the result.
‘This is a timely opportunity for voters to 

update their personal information ahead of the 
independence referendum and is an important 
reminder to people to ensure they take great 
care when completing their postal voting 
statement.

‘Mistakes mean that a ballot paper might not 
be counted.’

A LOCHABER man has been honoured by HM 
The Queen for his campaigning for land and 
community issues in the Highlands. 

John Hutchison, from Banavie, near Fort 
William, was awarded a MBE in the Birthday 
Honours list 2014 for his work chairing the John 
Muir Trust and the Isle of Eigg Heritage Trust as 
well as directing Community Land Scotland. 

He also chairs Scottish Rural Action, the 
management group working towards Scotland’s 

in November. 
Mr Hutchison, a justice of the peace for 28 years 

and an honorary sheriff, said: ‘I’m extremely 
happy to accept this acknowledgement of my 
contribution to land and community issues in 
Scotland. 

‘I’ve worked with organisations across the 
Highlands and islands over many years, and it has 

been a great source of satisfaction to experience 

well as bringing me into contact with all sorts 
of interesting and talented folk, including many 
at the John Muir Trust, it has brought into focus 
many of the issues around land management and 
ownership. 

‘I hope I’ll be involved in these issues for years 
to come, and I’m particularly excited to be helping 
the development of a new Rural Parliament for 
Scotland over the next few months.’

Mr Hutchison was the divisional road engineer 
in Lochaber with Highland Council for 21 years 
until 1995, and the Lochaber area manager for 12 
years before retiring in 2007.

Other commitments include chairman of trustees 
of the West Highland Museum, an executive 
director of Nevis Partnership and a regular speaker 
for Lochaber Burns Club. 

THIS month sees the launch of 

a celebration of books and 
creativity centred around Fort 
William.

Organised by a committee of 
local volunteers in association 
with Highlife Highland 
Libraries, the festival aims to 
bring together book-lovers with 
an eclectic mix of events.

Tickets for all events are free, 
but numbers are limited. 
To book your place at any of 
the events, go to Fort William 
Library, or contact it on 
01397703552. 

festival and the events on offer, 
visit ReadLochaber.com.

POSSIBLE job losses on the 
Isle of Harris have been called a 
‘severe blow’ by one MSP. 

Up to 24 people could be out 
of work in the area as energy 
management company GSH 
Group is set to centralise jobs 
in Tarbert to its headquarters in 
England.  

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP 
Alasdair Allan said: ‘Harris is 
one of the most economically 
fragile communities in Scotland, 
and the loss of 20 jobs would 
represent a severe blow. With 

THERE may still be hope for 
young horse riders in Lochaber 
who have been left devastated 
after Ardgour Riding Centre had 
to close.

-
ness would not be re-opening af-
ter it temporarily closed because 
of infected animals but now 
members of Ardnamurchan and 
Lochaber Riding Club (ALRC) 

the popular activities previously 
offered by the centre. 

The Ardgour centre had 
temporarily closed after an 
outbreak of strangles was 
discovered in April but as the 
cost of quarantine, vaccinations 
and vet bills reached more than 
£10,000 and there was no income 
while the facility was closed, 
proprietors now can’t afford 

to reopen. ALRC chairwoman 
Gillian Murray said: ‘It was such 
a shame the centre had to close.

‘Everyone has been really 
upset about it. 

‘Now there are around 80 
children, plus adults, who will 
have to travel outside the region 
for access to riding and saddle 
club. 

‘We have been talking about 

next couple of years. There’s 
funding we can receive if we’re 

Society’s British Riding Club 
but you need at least 20 adults 
registered with your club for 

adults at the moment. 

that we can access funding to buy 
our own horses to run clubs.

‘We don’t have premises the 
way the riding centre did so if 
anyone has a barn or some other 
facility that they aren’t using it 
would be great is we could use 
it as an indoor arena because 
we just don’t get the weather to 
work outside all the time.

‘We really want to get 
something in place because all of 
the kids really loved it. I myself 
learned to ride at Ardgour just a 
couple of years ago. We all have 
a lot to thank it for.’ 

Claire Cameron, owner of 
Ardgour Riding Centre, is also 
a member of ALRC. She said: 

John Hutchison is ‘extremely happy’ to receive his MBE for his work in community land issues. 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

‘Myself, my husband Jamie and 
my children Amber, Iona and 
Katie want to say a huge thanks 
to all who have supported us over 
the last three years, especially 
Leah Davie, Mandy Watson, 
Gillian Murray and Krystie 
Wright who have been a tower of 
strength and support to us all. 

‘We have had the privilege of 
meeting some amazing people 
and horses - we are closing for 
business but our door is always 
open so please do call in to see 
us and the horses. 

‘We wish Ardnamurchan and 
Lochaber riding club every 
success.’ 

To join ALRC contact 
alridingclub@gmail.com or 
membership forms can be 
collected from Crown Vets in 
Fort William. 

this in mind I have asked the 
enterprise minister whether there 
is anything that can be done both 
for individual employees and to 
work with the company in the 
hope of securing jobs at this 
location in future.’

A spokesman in Mr Allan’s 

although a spokeswoman for 

She said: ‘GSH Group 
is currently reviewing its 
operational and support activities 

a view to potentially creating 
a centralised administration 
function based in Stoke-on-
Trent. The company is keen to 
stress its ongoing commitment 
to operating within Scotland 
and is working hard to support 
those employees who might be 
affected.’

Staff at Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) have 
been in contact with GSH 
to discuss potential ways to 
prevent redundancy. A HIE 

spokeswoman said: ‘Clearly the 
loss of so many jobs in a relatively 
small and fragile area would be 
a great disappointment. HIE met 
senior representatives of GSH on 
Harris as soon as we learned of 
these plans and we are currently 
exploring every possible option 
to secure jobs. With our partners 
in Skills Development Scotland 
and Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 
we are also working jointly to 
ensure any member of staff who 
may face redundancy is given 
advice and assistance.’

Launch of 

festival

School
name vote 
date set

Countdown to Mod Aird nam Murchan

Parents and carers 
urged to complete 
council survey

Lochaber man’s MBE delight
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GLENCOE hosted some unusual 
visitors at the weekend as rare 
dogs and their owners gathered 
in the village hall. 

Almost 20 Hungarian puli 
canines, known for long corded 
‘dreadlock’ coats, from all over 
Britain came together for a 
fundraiser on Saturday. 

Frieda Alexander explained 
the breed, used for herding in 
their native country, are often 
abandoned and killed so she 
invited owners from across the 
UK to meet up for the ‘Highland 
Puli Cord Fest’ to raise money 
for Foundation of Animal Pro-
tection in Füzesabony which 
rescues the dogs in Hungary and 

countries. 
Mrs Alexander said: ‘They 

really are beautiful dogs and 
they’re often abandoned in Hun-
gary and if they’re not claimed 
in a week they’re killed. There’s 
very few in Scotland. They’re 

A PROPOSED wind farm at a 
scenic spot near Strathglass has 
sparked outrage in the surrounding 
communities and beyond.

More than 800 people have signed 
up to ‘Glen Affric Friends Say No’, 
a group opposing the development 
at Beinn Mhor, popular with 
touring walkers visiting the glen. 
Almost 900 comments have been 
posted on Highland Council’s 
planning application website, with 
the vast majority opposing the 
wind farm.

One member said he ‘couldn’t 

think of a more inappropriate 
place’ for the turbines and that if 
the plan went ahead it would have 
a major impact on the area’s tourist 
economy. 

The application, lodged by Wpd 
Scotland Ltd, seeks approval for 
seven, 392ft wind turbines, to be 
erected on the site. 

Peace and quiet
Ian Campbell, a member of Glen 

Affric Friends Say No, said: ‘Glen 
Affric is one of the most beautiful 
glens in Scotland, walkers come 
here for peace and quiet and to get 

away from it all.  It’s a completely 
inappropriate site for a wind farm, 
in fact, I can’t think of anywhere 
less appropriate. 

‘The thing about this area is it’s 
not a through route to anywhere. 

‘The coach parties and tourist 
groups who visit the Great Glen 
are not the tourists who visit 
Strathglass and the three glens 
[Affric, Cannich and Strathfarrar]. 
People who visit this area have 

passing through. They come 
for remoteness and wild natural 

beauty - many have said they will 
not return if this development goes 
ahead.’

Mr Campbell added that a 
potential 20 per cent drop in 
tourists would mean a loss of 
revenue of between £1 million and 
£2 million per year for the area. He 
also pointed out problems such as 
the impact on wildlife, construction 

residential properties, as there are 
50 homes within a 2km radius of 
the windfarm, 29 of which are 
listed buildings.

Keith Bale, project manager for 
Wpd Scotland, said: ‘We have 
carried out extensive work over the 
last year and analysis shows there 

‘Wildlife, tourism and a number 
of other things have been assessed 
by independent groups and we’re 

site. Part of the site is also part of 
Highland Council’s research area 
for wind farms.’ 

The application is expected to be 
examined by Highland Council’s 
planning committee by August. 

A NEW service to help people get to health 
and social care appointments in Lochaber 
launched in Fort William this week.

The pilot project, the Transport Advice and 
Bookings Service, aims to provide a ‘joined-
up’ approach to transport by recommending 
the best public transport to use to attend ap-
pointments and social activities and will be 
run by Voluntary Action Lochaber (VAL). 

Funded by the Scottish Government, NHS 
Highland, Highlands and Islands Transport 
Partnership, Scottish Ambulance Service 
and Highland Council, it will work in part-
nership with VAL to provide the service. 

Councillor Brian Murphy, chairman of 
the Lochaber Transport Forum welcomed 
the launch of the new project. He said: ‘I am 
delighted this innovative co-operative work-
ing approach to explore transport solutions 
is being trialled in Lochaber. 

‘The booking services will also assist with 
information to help other travellers and not 
just health care patients including the gen-
eral public and community groups to plan 
their journeys.’

Gerald McIntyre, chairman of Voluntary 
Action Lochaber, said: ‘VAL is proud and 
privileged to be involved in this project. I 

place who will take this initiative through to 
a successful conclusion.’

To access the transport advice and book-
ings service call 01397 701022 or email 
info@ltabs.org.uk.

ALMOST 100 Lochaber Music 
School pupils played to a packed 
Kilmallie Hall at their annual 
summer concert and fun day 
on Sunday, raising £1,600 in the 
process. 

Many youngsters gave the 

the musicians were less than six 
years old. The junior orchestra 
showed off their talents with 

violins and cellos out in force, 
followed by their teenage friends 
who brought the show to a close 
with their Scottish traditional 
music set.  Afterwards there was 
a barbecue, coconut shy, lucky 

Peter Rose, music school 
director, said: ‘Little babies 

performances, supported by the 

caring, steady hands of their 
proud parents is really something 
quite extraordinarily special. 

‘It was all highly successful 
and the wonderful sum raised 
was more than £1,600 - yet 
another testament of the much 
valued support that Lochaber 
Music School continues to enjoy 
from its pupils, parents and 
friends.’

MEANS tested school transport 
provision, selling assets and 
restructuring service points 
were just some of the suggestions 
made to cut costs at Highland 
Council’s budget consultation in 
Lochaber. 

The meeting in Caol 
Community Centre on Monday 
night was one of a series of 
events across the council area to 
ask members of the public how 
they think costs can be cut to 
save an estimated £63.7 million 
over four years. 

Lochaber Area Committee 
leader councillor Thomas 
MacLennan chaired the meeting, 
with depute chief executive 
Michelle Morris, convenor 
Jimmy Gray and director of 

During a short presentation 

situation and what the council 
had already done to reduce 
spending. 

He said: ‘The demand for 
services is growing and the 
money we’re receiving will 
either stay the same or reduce 
slightly. When you combine that 

situation we’re in. The council 
must save around 11 per cent of 
its overall budget and that money 
has to come from somewhere.’ 

The audience then split 

ARDNAMURCHAN and 
Mallaig High Schools were 
involved in the Lochaber 

Bridge Building Competition, 
on Tuesday May 27 in Fort 
William.

The event held at West 
Highland College, organised by 
Construction Industry Training 
Board and the college, provided 
an opportunity for teams of 
second year pupils to gain  an 
insight into practical engineering 
and construction. 

Five teams took part,  two 
from Mallaig High School and 
three from Ardnamurchan High 
School.

The challenge was to design 
and build a wooden bridge to 
span a 1.1m gap, which will 
carry the maximum load for the 
minimum cost. 

The overall winners were 
Ardnamurchan A, which 
consisted of Ruby Sansom, Jessie 
MacPherson and Chloe Hamilton. 
In second place were 
Ardnamurchan C, third were 
Mallaig High School B and 
fourth were Ardnamurchan B.

Ardnamurchan C won the Best 

the school in this event.

FOURTH year pupils from 
Lochaber and Glenurquhart 
schools took part in a team 
building exercise recently, 
which was provided by local 
companies. 

The pupils were amongst 175 
from 14 different high schools 
who took part in the Bridge to 
Employment programme, on 
June 11, at the Black Isle Show 
Ground.

Bridge to Employment is a 
business-education partnership 
model which has been delivered in 
Highland by LifeScan Scotland. 
It promotes a set of employability 
skills while also demonstrating 
the application in a real business 
setting of science, technology, 
engineering and maths subjects, 
known as STEM.

Chairman of The Highland 
Council’s education, children 
and adult services committee, 
Councillor Alasdair Christie 
said: ‘Job-seeking, mentoring, 
enterprise and leadership skills 
are all developed through the 
Bridge to Employment activities 
which are designed to encourage 
potential among our young 
people. 

‘I would like to thank the 
local businesses who give their 
time to invest in the life-work 
skills of our young people who 
will hopefully be some of their 
employees in the future.’ 

A FISHING boat had to be 
rescued from Loch Linnhe 
when it suffered gearbox 
failure between Fort William 
and Corran Narrows on 
Tuesday morning. 

Oban lifeboat, the Mora 
Edith MacDonald, was tasked 

by Stornoway Coastguard to 
assist the Norwegian vessel 
and arrived on scene shortly 
before 9am. 

Coxswain John Hill said: 
‘Once we reached Corran the 
fog became quite thick.

‘However, using the 

lifeboat’s radar we were 
easily able to locate the 
vessel.’ 

Lifeboat volunteers towed 
the vessel to Fort William 
pier where it was secured 
before heading back to Oban, 
arriving shortly after 12pm. 

quite rare so people have trav-
elled from all over to meet other 
owners. The furthest away have 
come all the way from Reading 
and London.’ 

Donna and Craig Woods 
brought their three pulis, Eddie, 
Lily and Tilly, from Reading and 
said one of them was a rescue 
from Hungary. 

Mrs Woods said: ‘We already 
had two then we heard about 
Lily who was in a killing station 
in Hungary. We saw on Face-
book that someone had rescued 
her and she had been taken to a 
foster home in Germany so we 
drove over to France to collect 
her. She was skin and bones and 
her coat was all matted. 

‘We don’t even know what age 
she is. It’s just awful how they 
are treated.’

Puli owner Jane Wilson said 
after the event: ‘It was a fantas-

made... roll on next year.’

Partners of the Transport Advice and Bookings Service Lochaber launched the new scheme in Fort William. 

into groups and was asked to 
consider how the council can 
change services and practices to 
cut costs. 

Service point closures were 
high on the agenda as earlier this 
year Highland Council put on 
hold the plan to axe more than 

can pay bills or get face-to-face 
advice from staff, from 35 to 12. 

The controversial move sparked 

communities, but alternative 
options were discussed at 
Monday’s meeting.

Sustainable
Fort William and 

Ardnamurchan councillor Bren 
Gormley said: ‘I was dead 
against the closures until I saw 
how little they are actually being 
used. 

‘It’s just not sustainable to keep 

one person coming in a week. 

One group suggested the idea 

would travel to rural areas one 
day a week to provide services 
previously supplied at the 

Changing the current school 
transport system, which is free 

to anyone living further than two 
miles from the nearest suitable 
school,  to an income-assessed 
method was also suggested.

One member of the public said: 
‘When I grew up in western 

way to school regardless and it 
didn’t do me any harm. 

‘I’m not saying we should 
take it away completely but why 
shouldn’t it be means-tested? 

‘If parents are choosing to live 
out in the sticks and can afford 
to pay for the school bus then it 
should be their responsibility to 
get their kids to school.’ 

in a report to be discussed by 
Highland Council later this 
year. 

After the event councillor 
MacLennan said: ‘Some of the 
answers were very interesting. 

‘We have a lot of good stuff 
now. We also had one of the best 
attendances of all of the meetings 
held across the Highlands and I 
think that’s great.’ 

Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan councillor 
Andrew Baxter added: ‘It’s all 
about listening to what residents 
want. I was very impressed with 
how people responded.

‘They were all trying to come 
up with sustainable and suitable 
solutions.’ 

By EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Residents get 
say on where 
budget axe 
should fall

Craig Woods travelled from Reading to Glencoe with his three shaggy pulis, Eddie Lily and Tilly. 20_f25puli02

Jane Wilson shows off her dreadlocked dog Tosh. 20_f25puli01

Proposed wind farm near Strathglass sparks outrage

Innovative new transport project launched

Pupils take 
part in team 
building
exercise

Bridge
challenge
tests school 
students

Lochaber Music School’s junior recorder group performed to proud family and friends.  20_f25concert01

Rare dogs and owners descend 
on Glencoe for charity event

Good turnout at Caol meeting

Lifeboat rescues fishing boat rescued from Loch Linnhe
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ARGYLL Voluntary Action held 
its Volunteer of the Year Awards 
recently, with winners from 
Oban, Lochgilphead and Mull.

The awards recognise and 
celebrate volunteering in Argyll 
and Bute through the awards 
and also raise awareness about 
the importance of volunteering 
in our society.

William Humphries, 17, who 
has just graduated from Oban 
High School, was named Young 
Volunteer of the Year for his 
running of a cycle track group. 

William has been running the 
group for two years now and was 
nominated by Laura MacDonald, 
Community Development 

isles. 
William said: ‘It’s been a long 

struggle but I feel we’re making 
progress now, which is good as 
I think this will really help the 
community.

‘I’d like to thank everyone 
involved especially David James 
and Laura McDonald.

‘Hopefully the group carries 

Colin Reid with the Individual of the Year Award Shield. He is 
pictured with Alan Martin of the SNH who nominated him. 

A TWO vehicle road crash saw 
the A85 road between Oban and 
Connel closed for 45 minutes 
last Saturday afternoon from 
4.20pm.

The closure allowed 
emergency services to get to 
the accident. A 46-year-old 
man was taken to hospital in 
Oban with facial injuries and 
torn tendons. An 18-year-old 
man has been reported to the 

TWO people with American 
accents were under suspicion of 
theft after a bottle of 14 year-old 
Oban single malt went missing 
from Oban Distillery last 
Saturday.

Staff at the distillery called 
police after they noticed the pair 
behaving suspiciously. But the 
couple are still at large and the 
bottle has not been recovered.

AFTER a drive to keep the 
town of Oban cleaner, a man 
was charged with dropping 
litter. The 39-year-old dropped 
wrappings from a takeaway 
meal only three metres from a 

Man not guilty
SCOTT MacCallum, aged 31, 
of 19H Shuna Terrace has been 
found not guilty of behaving in a 
threatening and abusive manner 
at 2 Longsdale Terrace, Oban, 
on February 23 after the Crown 
sought no prosecution.

A WWII wireless mechanic 
who served as ground crew to 
Hawker Typhoons during the 
D-Day Landings had a 100th 
birthday present to remember at 
6 Squadron at RAF Leuchars.

Willie Taylor, who lives at 
Ganavan, near Oban, got the 
VIP treatment during a tour by 

pilot Flight Lieutenant Si Cook, 
whose 6 Squadron also marks its 
100th anniversary this year. 

At the onset of WWII, Willie, 
a graduate of the University of 
Glasgow and a teacher of Maths, 
volunteered for signals work 
with the RAF and subsequently 
joined an elite unit of wireless 
mechanics.

‘Although it was very complex, 
our job was essentially to jam 
enemy aircraft signals and 
prevent the German bombers 
hitting their intended locations. 
It was very top secret at the 
time,’ said the centenarian, who 
turned 100 earlier this year.

Willie was then posted to No. 
175 Squadron where he serviced 
Hawker Typhoons as the aircraft 
were prepared for the Normandy 
invasion. 

During his visit to Leuchars on 
June 5, the day before the 70th 
anniversary of D-Day, Willie 

A BREASTFEEDING advocate from 
Argyll was at Holyrood to listen to a 
debate about supporting mothers in the 
Scottish Parliament last week.

Valerie Black, a member of Baby Milk 
Action and an NHS-trained voluntary 
breast feeding support worker, said she 

was encouraged at the level of debate 
on the subject. Valerie said: ‘It was very 
encouraging and inspiring to see Elaine 
Smith MSP speak extensively of the 

the potential contribution of increasing 
breastfeeding rates. The improvement 

in public health from breastfeeding was 
outlined by the committee and of course 
the impact on costs for the NHS while 
improving health outcomes across a 
range of social groups.’

Valerie was encouraged by the level 
of debate in the parliament and believes 

this is not just an issue for women. She 
pointed out that four men had taken 
part. 

She said: ‘It was the general consensus 
of all the MSPs that mothers who are 
mutually engaging in normal nurturing 
maternal behaviour in public should be 

celebrated and supported by society.’ 
Valerie is keen to speak to anyone 

and encouragement in any way to 
breastfeed in public or more information 
on the charity can contact her on 
public4breasfeeding@gmail.com. Members of the Mull Musical Minds with the Organisation of the 

Year award and their cheque for £1,000. 

William with the Young 
Volunteer of the Year award. 

15_t25volunteer1

on and continues to get bigger in 
the future.’

Mull Musical Minds was 
named Organisation of the Year 
at the awards and received a 
£1,000 cheque.

The project was set up in 
December 2012 by Mary 
MacAllister and Maureen 
Dehany with support from 
Mull and Iona Community 
Trust (MICT) and Alzheimer 
Scotland. 

Moray Finch, General Manager 
of MICT said: ‘Both these 
awards are a tribute to the efforts 
and commitment of the many 
volunteers without whom Mull 
Musical Minds would not happen. 
‘The £1,000 prize will be used 

costs of the volunteer drivers, 
Ross of Mull Community 
Transport Scheme and the 
British Red Cross as well as 
venue hire.’

Lochgilphead man Colin Reid 
has been named Argyll and 
Bute Individual Volunteer of the 
Year.

Colin spends several days a 
week working with Scottish 
Natural Heritage at three of its 
reserves, while also volunteering 
at Auchindrain Museum.

Nominated for the award by 
SNH’s Alan Martin, Colin said: 
‘I am so happy to have won this 
award. I enjoy working with 
SNH because all the staff are so 
friendly and helpful and I really 
like being part of a team. I have 
learnt lots of new skills and made 
good friends over the years. 
‘Without the help of all these 
people and SNH supporting me 
I would never have won this 
award.’

Ian Ross, SNH chairman, 
said: ‘I am delighted to hear that 
Colin has won this award. His 
commitment to these wonderful 
sites is commendable and he is 
an inspiration to us all.’

William ‘Willie’ Taylor enjoyed a guided tour of 6 Squadron’s aircraft and facilities by current 
Eurofighter Typhoon pilot Flight Lieutenant Si Cook. 

Equipped with bombs and rockets, Hawker Typhoons flew over 
the French coastline during the D-Day invasion, destroying 

critical targets and clearing the way for troops on the ground. 

said: ‘One thing it taught me 
working so closely with these 
guys was to have trust in your 
colleagues. 

We had to check the aircraft 
systems over every morning 
and liaise with the pilot over any 
faults. Everyone had great trust 
in each other since everybody’s 
lives were at stake.’

After the war Willie returned 
to teaching where he established 
and ran a purpose built school 
for the deaf in Ayrshire. He 

credits his long life to keeping 
his brain active and his body as 
mobile as possible.

Flight Lieutenant Cook said: ‘It 
was a pleasure to host Mr Taylor 
and to celebrate both his and 6 
Squadron’s centenaries. 

‘His sharp memory gave us 
a great insight into Hawker 
Typhoon operations during the 
Second World War and we were 
glad to discuss the capabilities of 
the modern Typhoon and show 
him around an aircraft.’

Argyll breastfeeding advocate encouraged by Holyrood debate

Volunteers honoured 
at awards ceremony

100th birthday to remember

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

NEWSDESK
01397 703003

Alarm raised for 
missing Jeannie

GROWING CONCERNS:    
Jeannie McCrae 

CONCERNS are growing for 
a vulnerable 15-year-old girl 
who went missing in Oban on 
Monday evening.

An extensive helicopter and 
door-to-door search for Jeannie 
McCrae have, as The Oban 
Times went to press, been unsuc-

Jeannie was due to return home 
at 8pm on Monday but failed to 
and was last seen at 7pm. 

Jeannie is described as of me-
dium build, white, Scottish, 5ft 
4ins tall with shoulder-length, 
dyed dark-purple hair. 

She was last seen wearing black 
trousers, a white top and black 
and white baseball-style boots. 
Jeannie is from Lochgilphead, 
but currently lives in Oban.

Inspector Julie McLeish, of 
Oban police station, praised the 
public for their help so far.

She said: ‘Every lead has 
potential value and we thank 
the community for assisting us 
with our enquiries. Extensive 
searches have taken place since 
Jeannie was reported missing on 
Monday night, however, we have 
not been able to trace her, and we 
are now growing increasingly 
concerned for her wellbeing. 

‘I would urge anyone who has 
seen Jeannie since Monday or 
has any knowledge of her where-
abouts to contact Oban police 

101.’
Inspector McLeish said police 

were following a number of 
leads both in Oban and outside 
the area and they were also 
working in co-operation with 
other agencies.

Parking the problem

IT’S the sight that strikes fear into the hearts of residents and visitors alike as they search 

Monday, after a short settling in period from Argyll and Bute council. A spokesman for the 
council said: ‘From now on, any vehicle breaking parking regulations will be issued with a 

Premier eye up 
Oban location
THE UK’s biggest hotel group 
is targeting Oban as a lucrative 
location for its budget-priced 
accommodation business and is 
currently looking at a number 
of buildings in the town, writes 
Louise Lee.

The Oban Times understands 
that Harbour Bowl, on Shore 
Street, is a potential site for Pre-
mier Inn, but the company was 

location. 
A spokesman for Premier 

Inn said it was looking at a 
number of properties in the area: 

this stage, however Oban is a 
target location for the business.’
The news was welcomed by 
tourism business and organisa-
tions.

Loch Melfort Hotel’s Calum 
Ross welcomed the possible 
move, believing a national hotel 
brand will help to grow business 
in the town. 

He said: ‘Of course Oban 
would be a target location for a 
big operator - the west coast is a 
wonderful place. 

‘Why would you want to be 
anywhere else?’

Calum, who is the vice-chair-
man of Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Association (OLTA), continued: 
‘There are a certain group of 
consumers who choose on the 
basis of brands that they know 
and are comfortable with. 

‘Brands often have a loyal fol-
lowing and if people want to stay 
in, or eat in that type of product, 
they are likely to make a trip to 
do so. It is unlikely that some of 
the customers who are attracted 
to Premier Inn would come to 
Oban otherwise.

‘The example of Wetherspoons 
in Oban is one of success. People 
have a new place in town to eat 
out - but they are still sleeping, 
drinking and eating in other 
parts of the town.’ 

It is understood that the 
Wetherspoons in the town is the 
fourth biggest grossing outlet in 

Scotland. The news about the 
Premier Inn’s potential move 
to Oban comes on the back of 
a planning application by Costa 
Coffee. Both companies are 
owned by Whitbread. 

Paul Nicholls, of Oban prop-
erty land and estate agents Bell 
Ingram, argued the town should 
be more receptive and welcom-
ing to offers from national 
chains.

foremost if we want the town to 
thrive we have to be welcoming. 

problems when businesses to 
come to town. 

‘Otherwise we will have many 
empty units in the town - nobody 

wants to come here and see that.
‘Oban is the same distance 

from Edinburgh as Newcastle. 
Newcastle has a population of 
more than 1million people. 

‘For any national business 
looking at both areas and having 

to see who they might choose.
‘Argyll and Bute council have 

been very good in encouraging 
the Tax Incremental Financing 
(TIF) which will undoubtedly 
encourage more and more busi-
nesses to come to this part of the 
world.

‘I have many operators who 
are now interested in coming 
to the town, but until we have 
shown that we are going to make 
progress they won’t commit. The 

multi-million investment in TIF 
will drive business to the town.’

David Adams McGilp, re-
gional director of VisitScotland, 
said: ‘Our job is to promote an 
environment in which the visitor 
economy can thrive and be suc-
cessful.

‘Any new addition to a town’s 
tourism creates interest, and 
with that, it can bring a new type 
of tourist to the town, alongside 
those visitors who already visit 
the area.

‘In turn, this allows people to 
visit and spend time, in places 
such as Oban, that will give 
them the opportunity to make 
purchases in shops, enjoy attrac-
tions and activities and spend 
time in bars and restaurants.’

LEADING HOTEL GROUP POISED TO MAKE A MOVE

TARGET: Oban’s disused Harbour Bowl building has become the centre of attention. 
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‘Paradise’ lost over phone lines
TELECOMS giant BT has 
vowed to give desperate tenants 
of a newly-built housing estate 
connection to a landline phone 
after The Oban Times high-
lighted their plight, writes Euan 
Paterson.

The residents of West Highland 
Housing Association’s Marine 
Court, Dunbeg, have spoken 
of ‘trouble in paradise’, after 
waiting weeks to get a landline 
phone connection.

Most residents were handed the 
keys to their new family homes 
at the end of May but had been 
told a phone connection could 
not be made until July 15 at the 
earliest.

But following enquiries by 
The Oban Times this week, BT 
says it will make the network 
available by the end of tomorrow 
(Friday).

Shiona Campbell, who lives 
in number 17 with her partner 
Arlene and their 13-month-old 
daughter Alice, contacted BT at 
the beginning of May to inform 
them of her imminent move.

After getting the keys to their 
new home on May 29, the couple 
were told they could not get a 
landline connection until June 
19, a deadline further extended 
to the end of July. The delay also 
means they cannot connect to 
the internet, rendering Shiona’s 
BT Vision and internet banking 
useless.

Shiona, who has shares in BT, 
said: ‘I’ve been trying to get this 
organised since the beginning of 
May, but we were told it couldn’t 
happen until we moved in be-
cause the address wasn’t listed.

‘It has been a real worry 
because of Alice’s age. If 
something horrendous happened 
during the night I would have to 
run up the hill behind the house 
in my nightie to get a signal. 

‘I don’t understand why BT 
weren’t involved during the 
building.’

Describing the situation as 
‘trouble in paradise’, Shiona 
added: ‘I love everything else 

about the place: the house, our 
neighbours, there’s lots of room 
and it’s a beautiful setting. We 
were really blessed to be given 
this home.’

Emma Aitkenhead lives three 
doors up from Shiona and has 
two children, aged three and 
one, with another on the way in 
October. 

She said she had suffered simi-
lar delays, adding: ‘I was told 
before I moved that everything 
would be ready to go.’

West Highland Housing As-
sociation chief executive Lesley 
McInnes said phone lines were 
not put in before the houses were 
allocated because phone service 
providers required a named 
customer.

She called on tenants to report 
such delays in order to form a 
case to take to BT.

‘It’s a shame for people who 
feel frustrated when moving 
house because they can’t get an 
essential service, such as a land-
line, given the problems with 
mobile phone signal,’ she said.

Thirty-two of the 50 properties 
in Marine Court are currently 
occupied.

A spokesman for BT said the 
new network on site was to be 
completed on April 14 but cited 
‘unforeseen circumstances’ for 
the delay. He said on Tuesday: 
‘We were initially unable to 
begin the work as scheduled 
because other utilities were 
working on the site and subse-
quent delays related to sourcing 
cable-laying equipment and 

‘Our engineers will be on site 
on Thursday and we expect to 
complete the new network by 
close of play on Friday. 

‘Residents should contact their 
service providers to arrange for 
Openreach engineers to attend 
and provide service into their 
properties. 

‘We would like to apologise for 
the inconvenience and frustra-
tion this delay has caused to the 
residents.’

PARADISE REGAINED?  Marine  Court resident Shiona Campbell, with daughter Alice, has waited months for her phone line to be connected. BT says it will connect the 
lines in the Dumbeg estate tomorrow (Friday).

ISHBEL Banks is polishing the 
silverware ahead of the Oban 
and District Provincial Mòd, 
which starts tomorrow (Friday), 
writes Louise Lee.

Ishbel has been an ardent sup-
porter of the mòd for many years 
and has devoted countless hours 
and days in volunteering both 
locally and nationally for Gaelic 
orgnaisations.

that Ishbel will be attending 
without her husband, Robin 
Banks who died earlier this year 
at the age of 81. 

A former Argyll and Bute  
councillor and solicitor, Robin 
was a stalwart of the Gaelic 

movement at home and through-
out the UK and abroad. 

Ishbel said: ‘We have always 
had great fun at the mòd, and 
of course Robin was heavily in-
volved in the Gaelic traditions.

‘Robin was the president of the 
Oban and District Mòd for many 
years and he was on the An 
Commun Gaidhealach board.

‘He had a great team in his 

solicitors with Nan Black and 
Mari Campbell who supported 
him with the administration of 
both jobs.’

Ishbel was always keen on 
Gaelic, having been brought up 
in a Highland household, and 

at the age of 50 went back to 
Oban high school to study for a 

She said: ‘Once you get the 
hang of the mechanics of the 
language you can master it. It is 

Ishbel is the keeper of the 
adjudication at the Oban and 
national mods and therefore is 
in the know about who is taking 
part in events. 

Although Robin will not be 
with her this year, she will still 
be undertaking her role on the 
desk at the Royal National Mòd 
in Inverness - and people will be 
delighted to see her friendly face 
behind the counter.

Ishbel also volunteers in the 
Oban community charity shop, 
which is donating two thirds 

September  this year towards the 
running costs of Oban’s Royal 
National Mòd 2015.

District Provincial Mòd to take 
place since the Gaelic centre, 

Corran Halls, opened earlier 
this year. Adjudication sheets 
for Friday’s competitions will be 
available from the reception.

The Oban Provincial Mòd 
takes place on Friday June 20 
(juniors) and Saturday June 21 
(seniors).

Ishbel to set a shining example
POLISHED ACT: Ishbel Banks is shining up the silverware ahead of the Provincial Mod.                                                                                                     15_t25ishbel2

Council means business over Kilbowie fate
THE COUNCIL has strenuously 
rebutted a claim as nonsense 
that Argyll and Bute council is 
‘closed to business’.  

The accusation was made by 
Children’s book publisher Bom-
badil which failed in its bid to 
purchase the disused Kilbowie 
House in Oban. 

Bombadil spokeswoman, 
Marianne Rugard was speaking 
after the Oban, Lorn and the 
isles area committee said ‘no’ to 
the publisher. 

Kilbowie House, a 19th 
century mansion, was valued at 
£450,000 and has been on the 
market for almost four years.

Bombadil offered £2,100 with 
an economic development plan 

years - employing 14 people.

Ms Rugard said: ‘It is quite 
clear to me, and many others 
from outside Argyll and Bute, 
that Oban is closed for business.

‘We are  now in negotiation 
with Highland Council and 
Scottish Development Interna-

in Inverness. We were creating 
14 new jobs.

explained Ms Rugard, ‘was to 

building and the need for exten-
sive work to make it habitable’. 

MSP Michael Russell, Argyll 

depressing that despite the good 
will of many local councillors 
towards the idea of a new 
creative industries company 
being based in the town and the 

support of national agencies, 

again the council’s deadly slow, 
deliberately bureaucratic and 

processes have defeated our 
elected representatives and the 
economic development agen-
cies.’

Councillor Iain Angus 
MacDonald said: ‘The elected 
members are excluded from the 
process in decision making. 

‘We have one option put in 
front of us and then we need to 
only look at that point. 

‘There is no possibility to 
discuss options available to us as 
members.

‘I think part of the problem is 
that people don’t realise just how 
important the creative industries 

are to Scotland. They are a real 
growth industry - but it is still in 
its infancy so it’s potential is as 
yet unknown.

‘I hope that there will be an 
opportunity to take another look 
at this.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute council said: ‘We are 
doing a great deal of work in 
Oban and the surrounding area 
to regenerate the local economy 
and attract investment. 

‘To suggest otherwise would be 
nonsense, and would be working 
against the interests of Oban. 

‘Argyll and Bute council is 
focused on securing solutions 
for buildings like Kilbowie 
House - solutions which bring 

community. 

‘The council is interested in of-
fers that bring more reward than 
risk and which can demonstrate 

offers which would have Oban’s 
long term interests at heart. 

‘Offers must demonstrate 
the means to turn proposals 
into sustainable action for the 

community. 
‘Any offers or proposals we 

receive are evaluated using a 
business case approach, seek-
ing independent advice where 
necessary. 

‘We welcome interest in 
Kilbowie House and will 
continue to seek sound, serious 
proposals that bring sustainable 

its people.’

Chuck a welly 
and throw a 
haggis for fun
LORNE Highland Games will welcome 

second event this Sunday in Oban.
The games, recognised as the young-

est in Scotland, are taking place in 

Organisers this year were delighted 
to announce that former Scottish and 
British Lions rugby star John Beattie 
will be the chieftain. 

John, who is now a popular broadcaster 
with BBC Scotland, will be joined at the 
games by STV weatherman Sean Batty, 
who is planning to take part in some of 
the competitions at the event.

There will be the ever-popular pro-
gramme of events at this year’s Lorne 
gathering: athletics, heavy weight 
events, children’s fun, Highland danc-
ing, sports games, a piping competition 
and a dog show. 

But it will be the throwing of the hag-
gis and the chucking of the welly that 
are likely to be the most hotly contested 
events.

Duncan MacIntyre of Adfern, who is 
one of the organisers of the games, said: 
‘We are looking forward to a great day 
for all the family this Sunday.

‘People should come along with the 
whole family, including the dog to take 
part in this traditional games with a 
twist.’

ONE in every four social 
housing applications for help 
to pay for extra charges under  
‘bedroom tax’ legislation have 
been turned down, the chief 
executive of Argyll Com-
munity Housing Association 
(ACHA) has told councillors.

Giving his annual presenta-
tion to Argyll and Bute 
councillors, ACHA boss 
Alastair MacGregor said that 
454 applications were made 
to the discretionary housing 
payments fund, yet only 72 per 
cent were successful. 

Mr MacGregor said that 493 
of ACHA tenants were affected 
by the ‘bedroom tax’. 

He said government legisla-

burden on tenants living in 
properties with more bedrooms 
than needed for occupancy.

He revealed that since the 
introduction of the extra pay-
ment last year, 385 ACHA 
tenants have arrears of up to 
£250.

The total arrears related di-
rectly to the bedroom tax cur-
rently stands at £100,796.77.

Mr MacGregor continued: 
‘The association continues 
to mitigate the effects of the 
bedroom tax by offering house 
transfers and support to make 
claims to the discretionary 
housing payments fund.

‘Evidence is that come 
tenants are not moving to 
alternative accommodation 
because discretionary housing 
payment applications have 
been successful this year.’

One tenant from north 
Argyll, who did not want to be 
named, said she was frustrated 
that the system didn’t recog-
nise the complexities of caring 
for a spouse.

She said: ‘I have been caring 
for my husband who has been 
ill for many years. There is no 
way we could go back to shar-
ing a bedroom - and yet I am 
being penalised for that.’

The woman, who is not a 
tenant of ACHA, says she is 
in arrears of almost £400. She 
continued: ‘It is either paying 
for fuel or an extra bedroom. 
My husband is an invalid, 

Arrears rise as  
bedroom tax 
hits families

MORE affordable homes for 
Oban, Lorn and the isles has 
to be an urgent priority, says 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association chief executive 
Alastair MacGregor.

Speaking at the Oban, Lorn 
and the isles area committee of 
Argyll and Bute council, he said 
there were huge pressures on 
existing housing stock.

Mr MacGregor said: ‘In parts 
of Oban, Lorn and the isles, Mid 
Argyll and Helensburgh we have 
huge challenges.’

The association has spent 
£2.56 million on refurbishment 
and redevelopment on its current 
housing stock in 2013/ 2014.

Urgent plea for 
homes money

A PAIR of US Air Force (USAF) B-52 
bombers were seen circling around 
Oban on Monday lunchtime.

eight turbojet engine, straight-winged 
aircraft were on a  training exercise 
from its ‘warm installation’ airbase at 

over the Oban and Lorn area between 
12noon and 2pm.

They are taking part in a two-week 
long exercise, planned a year ago, 
where the aircraft are brought over to 
RAF Fairford from the States.

Bomber visit

BUSINESS CASE: Kilbowie House in Oban

DELICIOUS HAMPER 
OF OATCAKES AND 

SHORTBREAD 
WORTH £20*

Handmade Oatcakes and Shortbread
from Fife, Scotland

We produce a range of delicious, 
individually hand made Oatcakes, 
Shortbread and Breakfast Cereals. 

ingredients in Fife, Scotland. 
1x “Fife Cut” Oatmeal Oatcakes 150g
1x “Seeded” Oatmeal Oatcakes 150g

1x Oatmeal Shortbread 250g
1x Oatmeal Shortbread with Belgian 

Chocolate Chips 250g
1x “Fife Cut” Classic 

Shortbread 150g
1x Classic Shortbread with 

Stem Ginger 250g
“Don’t forget your piece!”

AND RECEIVE

SUBSCRIBE
TO

Terms & Conditions:  Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given. For customers living in mainland UK only. This 
offer is open to new subscribers only and does not apply to those renewing their subscription. Minimum subscription for one year 
only — cancellations are not possible during this period.  Whilst stocks last.  By purchasing this subscription offer you agree 
for Wyvex Media Ltd to share your details with Your Piece Baking Company and for them to contact you. For more information 
and worldwide subscriptions visit: www.scottishfield.co.uk *Price includes post & packing

Call subscriptions on 01371 851868 or visit 
www.scottishfield.co.uk/subscribe

Quote SF06

*offer limited to stock remaining

www.yourpiecebakingcompany.com 
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DARTS

League Standings          Pts
1   Martyn Cameron           33
2   Duncan Rogers           31
3   James Whyte           30
4   Duncan Carmichael           27
5   Graham Irving           26
6   John Woods           22
7   John Matheson           19
8   Alex MacInnes           18
9   Bobby Watson           14
10   Curly Cameron           13
11   Craig Howden           11
12   Paul Shearer            9
13   Kenny Fraser            6
14=  Jaquie Hill            3
14=  Michael Cane            3
14=  Stevie Clydesdale            3
14=  Bryan Simpson            3
14=  Martin keenan            3 
14=  Declan Shearer            3
14= Gary Dunlop            3
21   David Fairgrieve            1

Rogers jumps to 
second place

 Team          Pts
 1   Caol United         12
 2   Caol Cosmos          9
 3   Lundavra          9
 4   Mallaig          9
 5   Ballachulish          6
 6   Lochaber               6
 7   Inverlochy             0
 7   Nevis Range          0

Commonwealth Games call up 
for West Highland athletes

ISLE of Skye Golf Club 
Skye Championship overall, 
Wednesday June 11: Cat-
egory one - 1 Sandy Ross 69/71 
=140pts; 2 Alex Munro 78/74 
= 152pts; 3 Chris MacKinnon 
76/77 = 153pts. 

Category two - 1 Euan 
Forrest 88/82 = 165 pts; 2 Neil 
Urquhart 88/86 = 174pts; 3 Dave 
MacVicar 87/95 = 182pts.

Senior open Thursday June 
12: Gents 1 Kenny MacPherson 
42pts; 2 Chris MacKinnon 
39pts (bih); 3 Craig Irvine-
Smith 39pts (bih); 4 Martin Bird 
39pts. 

Ladies June 1 Sanderson 
33pts; 2 Angela Ford 31pts; 3 
Morag MacKenzie 27pts (bih); 
4 Donalda Johnston 27pts. 

Stableford, Saturday June 14 
and Sunday June 15: 1 Gilles 
Nicolson 42pts; 2 Drew Millar 
41pts; 3 Craig Irvine-Smith 
40pts; 4 Stuart McLaren 39pts. 

DUNCAN Rogers jumped 

Tradewinds Darts League, 
Corpach, after beating Darren 
Sutherland 3-0 in week seven’s 

were John Woods and Alex 
MacInnes and 180s were scored 
by Duncan Carmichael and 
Graham Irving. The quickest 
game of the night was a 16 dart 
leg by Duncan Rogers.

LOCHABER Rugby Club’s 
junior season ended with a 
celebration on Saturday as the 
young players were praised for 
their hard work. 

Andrews were most improved 
players for their age groups 
while Fergus Berardelli and 

BALLACHULISH Primary School pupils had the 
chance to meet their idols when they attended the 
European Volleyball Championships. 

Delighted
The eight girls practise the sport at school and 

FORT William Football Club 
members have announced the 
appointment of Ally Ewen as the 
new assistant manager. 

The 42-year-old joined Fort 
after a successful period as 
manager of Muir of Ord Rover 
FC where he led them to league 
and cup success. 

Ewen’s career started as a youth 
player with Inverness Thistle and 
Ross County before switching 
disciplines to a promising rugby 
career playing for Boroughmuir 

his rugby career. Returning to 
Inverness Ally played amateur 
football before moving to 
coaching and gaining numerous 

Ronnie MacLean, chairman 
of Fort William Football Club, 
said: ‘This is a tremendous ap-
pointment to the club following 
on from our recent appointment 
of Calum MacLean as manager. 
Ally will be a great assistant to 
Calum and will bring his own 
unique strengths to the manage-
ment team. It is hoped that Ally 
will also assist our recruitment 
of players with his wealth of 
knowledge of the game and play-
ers in the Inverness area.’

Manager Calum MacLean 
added: ‘Ally’s acceptance of 
my offer to join us  comes at 
the right time as we start our 
preseason training and arrange 
our preseason friendly games.

‘Having been able to spend 
some time with Ally I know 
that we have made the right 
appointment. Our new manage-
ment team is totally committed 
to getting Fort William off the 
bottom slot this season.’

Preseason training starts 
tonight (Thursday)  at 7pm at 
Claggan Park. 

MacLean added: ‘I want 
every aspiring footballer in the 
area and beyond to be at Claggan 
on Thursday night. This is the 
start to us building a successful 
team for the 2014/15 season.’

The Highland League season 
kicks off for Fort William with 
a home game against Buckie 
Thistle on Saturday August 2. 

LOCHABER Welfare League 
slowed almost to a standstill this 
week because of a waterlogged 
pitch at Canal Park. 

Of the two games played, 
Lochaber beat Inverlochy 5-3 
and Mallaig won 4-2 against 
Ballachulish. 

Weather wins in 
welfare league

FOOTBALL

GOLF

Returns from Isle 
of Skye Golf Club

New assistant 
manager for
Fort William

FOOTBALL

YOUNG Portree shinty players 
picked up the shield at the Fraser 
MacPhee Primary School Tour-
nament on Sunday. 

The Skye boys worked hard to 

An Aird in Fort William which 
ended with them beating Loch-

One of the tournament organis-
ers, Niall MacPhee, said children 

Portree juniors were victorious in this year’s Fraser MacPhee 
Primary School Shinty Tournament. f25_macphee01

and adults alike enjoyed the game 
and he was pleased to see young 
players coming from as far as 
Portree and Ardnamurchan for 
the annual event. 

To add to their success, Por-
tree’s Ross Gordon was awarded 
player of the tournament. 

SHINTY

Portree come out on top
Lochaber Rugby Club president Alastair MacKinnon (back left), 
captain Rory MacKay and Gary Hendry presented prize-winners 

with their awards. 20_f25rugby01

Dylan Monk received awards 
for players of the year. Rainers 
Graubergs and Nathan Johnston 
presented were with medals for 
best attendance throughout the 
season. 

YOUTH RUGBY

Rugby prizes handed out

Ballachulish pupils meet their idols
VOLLEYBALL

v Cyprus game in Perth. They were delighted 
to have their shirts signed by players from both 
teams. 20_f25volleyball01

TWO top-class sports stars from 
the west Highlands and islands 
have been chosen to represent 

Kerry Macphee of South Uist is hoping to bring a Commonwealth 
medal back to the island this summer. 

Aiming high: John MacDonald will be competing  in the Commonwealth Games.
 20_f21macdonald01

their country at this summer’s 
Commonwealth Games.

Acharacle shooter John 

MacDonald and cyclist Kerry 
Macphee, from Kilphedar, South 
Uist will wear the saltire in com-

petitions at the end of July. 
MacDonald will compete in 

the games’ Olympic trap clay pi-
geon event at Carnoustie, while 
the Loch Duart Ltd-sponsored 

woman from the Western Isles to 
compete in the Commonwealth 
Games when she takes on the 
mountain bike event on July 29.

MacDonald was given £1,000 
by Marine Harvest to help 
offset costs of travelling to 
and competing in top-ranking 
events all over Europe and has 
also been selected as one of 
only three shooters to represent 
Great Britain at the European 
Championships in Budapest 
next month.

Experience
After competing in the 2010 

Commonwealth Games in 
Delhi, MacDonald feels he is 
more prepared this time. 

He said: ‘I’m more experienced 
now knowing I’ve done it before. 
In Delhi I think there was a bit 
of inexperience involved but 

and I’m about as prepared as I’m 
ever going to be.’

Macphee, a physical educa-
tion and sports management 
graduate from Stirling Univer-
sity, competed for North Uist 
Athletics Club while at school 
at Lionacleit before moving to 
Stirling. 

While in Stirling Kerry joined 
Stirling Triathlon, competing 
successfully at national and 
international level in triathlon, 
duathlon and cross-triathlon 
before deciding to concentrate 
on mountain biking and road 

cycling in an attempt to qualify 
for Team Scotland.

She represented the Western 
Isles at the NatWest Island 
Games in Bermuda in 2013 
winning gold in the individual 
and team triathlon, bronze in 
the team cycling time trial and 
bronze in the criterium. 

She recently attended the Uist 
Sports Day at Liniclate.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
convener, councillor Norman A 
MacDonald, said: ‘I am sure that 
Kerry will be a fantastic ambas-
sador for both the Western Isles 
and Scotland. 

‘Everyone in the Western Isles 
is extremely proud of her. 

‘We hope that she enjoys the 
whole experience and we wish 
her every success in the events.’

Acharacle shooter and Uist cyclist
chosen to represent Scotland

Weather
Thursday Cloudy
 Winds moderate north westerly
 Temperatures 11°C to 15ºC

Friday Sunny intervals
 Winds moderate north north westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 14ºC.

Weekend Sunny periods on Saturday
Outlook Sunshine and showers on Sunday

Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 14ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, June 19, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed 
beneath. 
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  04.27   1.0 10.12 3.1 16.45      1.0       22.53      3.3
Fri  05.28 1.2 11.24 2.9 17.49      1.2        **.**        *.*     
Sat  00.17 3.2 06.34 1.3 12.52      2.9       18.59      1.3 
Sun  01.38 3.2 07.43 1.4     14.07      3.0       20.13      1.4
Mon  02.45 3.2 08.48 1.4 15.04 3.1       21.23      1.3
Tues      03.39      3.3  09.42 1.3 15.49      3.3       22.19      1.3
Wed  04.23   3.4 10.28 1.2 16.29      3.5       23.07      1.2
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

13

14

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

12
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