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Serving the west since 1861

Oban Live is the best one yet ...

Minutes from sanctuary
Luing skipper Scott 
MacAlister died only fi ve 
minutes from refuge when his 
trawler Speedwell sank off 
Easdale, his father told the 
seventh day of a fatal accident 
inquiry in Oban.

But police did not listen to 
local fi shermen, he said, wast-
ing precious time and money 
looking in the wrong spot.

Peter MacAlister, 70, a 

fi sherman of 50 years, thanked 
everyone who joined the ef-
forts to rescue his son: ‘All the 
local fi shermen have helped in 
their own way,’ he said.

Around 20 vessels answered 
Scott’s mayday at 1.06pm on 
April 25, 2013, including the 
CalMac ferry Lord of the Isles, 
but the offi cial search was ter-
minated the next day, with no 
sign of the Speedwell or Scott.

The MacAlister family’s 
advocate Lewis Kennedy re-
called that Alastair Davidson, 

a retired detective inspector at 
Oban Police Offi ce, had earlier 
‘accepted the police got it 
wrong: they were searching in 
the wrong place’.

Mr MacAlister said: ‘That 
was for the whole period of 
the search. We found the boat 
within a few feet. We found 
some oil absorption pads. We 
knew they were on the boat.

‘They did not consult people 
and felt they knew better. 
There were hundreds of years 
of experience. There were 28 

boats on the sea. There were 
plenty of people who could 
have told them. I do not know 
what they did to be in charge of 
the search. If they’d asked any 
of the fi shermen they would 
have told them where to look.’

On June 7 the Speedwell was 
located 83m deep, 400 yards 
to the south of Insh, and 700m 
away from sanctuary at the 
jetty in the Easdale Channel. 

‘It would have been fi ve 
minutes away,’ Mr MacAlister 
said. Mr Kennedy asked Peter 

MacAlister why he continues 
his plea to raise the Speedwell 
from the seabed. ‘Scott could 
still be on the boat,’ he said.

‘The boat has not been prop-
erly searched. There is a good 
chance he is there. There were 
28 boats on the sea that day and 
he was not seen. If he had been 
on the surface he would have 
been found. I think he would 
have been washed into the 
forepeak. He could not have 
escaped.’

Continued page three

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Minutes from sanctuary
In a � nale to end all � nales, Oban High School Pipe Band joined Skerryvore on stage at Oban Live on Saturday night to the delight of the thousands in 
the audience. For the full story and four pages of photographs, turn to pages 39-43. Photograph: Stephen Lawson

Police were called to a 
report of a serious assault 
in Graham Court, Oban, at 
9.50pm on June 10.

Emergency services 
attended and a 34-year-
old man was taken to 
hospital for treatment. A 
24-year-old man has been 
arrested and charged 
in connection with the 
incident. He was due 
to appear before Oban 
Sheri�  Court on Tuesday 
June 12. A report will 
be submitted to the 
Procurator Fiscal.

His good looks and the 
cheeky wee twinkle in his 
eye saw 15-month-old 
Kai Duncan Laverty, from 
Caol, Fort William, sweep 
all before him in The Oban 
Times Bonnie Babies 
competition for 2018.
Kai’s delighted parents, 
Kenny and Linda now 
receive £500 thanks to 
Kai and plan to use it to 
improve their garden for 
the bene� t of their family.

Man arrested 
after assault     

Kai’s a winner!
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competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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Macdonald Bros. is a traditional family butcher in 
Pitlochry and Aberfeldy, celebrating 90 years in 
business supplying Highland Perthshire and the rest 
of the UK with top quality Aberdeen-Angus Beef. All 
their produce is available for next day delivery 
throughout the UK.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many years 

have Macdonald Bros. been in business?

WIN 
A LUXURY HAMPER OF ABERDEEN-ANGUS 

BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.
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Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in 
the Scottish rural calendar, returns to the beautiful 
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY COUNTRY FAIR

Owner blasts 
anglers after 
pet swallows 
� shing hook
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Honoured by Her 
Majesty the Queen
Four ‘extraordinary people’ 
from Argyll and Skye were 
recognised in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours list this 
year, exemplifying ‘the very 
best of our nation’.

Archibald MacMillan, 
founder of � e Kintyre 
Smokehouse, has been 
made a Member of the Most 
Excellent Order of the British 
Empire ‘for services to the 
Scottish seafood industry’.

Mr MacMillan, from 
Carradale, East Kintyre, 
may receive his medal at the 
Palace of Holyroodhouse 
garden party on Wednesday 
July 4.

During more than half a 
century in the industry, Mr 
MacMillan, 72, has moved 
from working on a � shing 
boat, ring netting herring, 
to � ne tuning a £60,000 
computer-controlled smoker 

to create smoked products 
for worldwide export.

Mr MacMillan has six 
employees, one of whom 
said: ‘Archie was awarded an 
MBE for being the best boss.’

� e man himself is the 

� rst to acknowledge that 
the � rm’s success is a team 
e� ort. 

He said: ‘It is the same in 
every business. You rely on 
having great sta�  or, on a 
� shing boat, a good crew and 
everything runs smoothly.

‘I never thought I would 
get anything like this. I am 
going to work at this till I 

drop. What else am I going 
to do? I am not going to sit in 
the house.’

An esteemed Gaelic singer 
and music teacher on Skye, 
Christine Primrose, has been 
awarded an MBE for services 

to Gaelic music, culture and 
education in Scotland and 
internationally.

Christine has been singing 
since she was a little girl 
growing up in Carolway, 
Lewis, immersed in tradi-
tional song. She � rst  shot 
to fame in the traditional 
music world a� er winning 
a gold medal in  sean-nós  at 

the  Royal National Mòd  in 
1974. She won the Gaelic 
Singer of the Year at 
the  Scottish Traditional 
Music Awards in 2009.

She has been working 
at  Sabhal Mòr Ostaig  since 
1982 and since 1993 has 
taught the Gaelic and 
Traditional Music (BA) 
course as well as short 
courses.

In Mid Argyll, Karen 
McCurry, manager of the 
Multiple Sclerosis Centre in 
Lochgilphead, was awarded a 
British Empire Medal (BEM) 
‘for services to healthcare 
and charity’.

Nicholas Walker, director 
of the Pu� er Preservation 
Trust based near Crinan 
Ferry and skipper of the VIC 
32, has also been awarded a 
BEM ‘for services to tourism, 
marine heritage and charity’.

‘You rely on having great sta�  or, on a 
� shing boat, a good crew and everything 
runs smoothly. I am going to work at this 
till I drop. What else am I going to do?’

Karen 
McCurry, 
far left, and 
Christine 
Primrose 
MBE, left. 
Photograph: 

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig.

Nick Walker.

Archie MacMillan at The Kintyre Smokehouse.

Healthcare and marine 
stalwarts given honours
A Mid Argyll woman 
recognised in the Queen’s 
birthday honours list said 
she is ‘humbled’ at receiv-
ing the British Empire 
Medal.

Karen McCurry, manager 
at the MS Centre Mid 
Argyll, was given the 
honour for services to 
healthcare and charity.

She said: ‘It was very 
humbling to know that 
someone thought enough 
of the work I do in the MS 
Centre for people a� ected 
by long-term conditions to 
take the time to nominate 
me for an award.

‘I have accepted on behalf 

of the huge team of helpers 
who support me every day. 
I could not do what I do 
without them all - sta� , 
volunteers, centre mem-
bers and our supportive 
community. 

‘I am very proud the 
MS Centre has got the 
recognition and publicity 
that an award will bring 
and thank everyone who 
helps me make a positive 
di� erence to the health and 
well-being of others in our 
community.’

Mrs McCurry added: ‘I 
was pleased to hear my 
co-worker Claire Cameron 
has also been recognised 

for her outreach work with 
an invitation to a garden 
party in July at Holyrood.’

Another recipient of 
the BEM in this round of 
honours is Nick Walker, 
director at the Pu� er 
Preservation Trust and 
skipper of the VIC32 
pu� er, based at Crinan. 
He received the honour for 
services to tourism, marine 
heritage and charity.

Mr Walker said: ‘I’m 
very proud to receive this 
honour. I’m dedicating the 
award to my wife Rachel. 
She was my girlfriend when 
I � rst saw the VIC32 and 
we’ve restored it together.’
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Transport worker 
Shona McLugash from 
Oban said: ‘My mum 
is so happy with the 
new Oban Times. She 
was always saying she 
wished it was smaller so 
it was easier to read.’

Carol Litser from 
Craobh Haven and her 
daughter Lisa from 
Arduaine said: ‘We’ll be 
more likely to pick up a 
copy now. It’ll be much 
easier to enjoy with a 
co� ee.’

YO URV IE W

� At 3pm on Tuesday 
June 5 at Miller Road, 
Oban, police were called 
to an incident in which 
a 22-year-old woman 
and a 28-year-old man 
conducted themselves in a 
disorderly manner. A report 
will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.
� At 11pm on Friday June 8 

POLICE FILES Sergeant Iain MacNicol
on McKelvie Road, Oban, 
a 60-year-old man was 
stopped and searched by 
police o�  cers and was 
found in possession of 
cannabis. The man was 
issued with a recorded 
police warning.
� At 10.30pm on Saturday 
June 9 at Colonsay Terrace, 
Oban, a 27-year-old man 

conducted himself in a 
disorderly manner. The 
man was released with a 
recorded police warning.
� At 1am on Sunday June 
3 at Stevenson Street, 
Oban, a 31-year-old male 
assaulted another man. 
The 31-year-old was 
subsequently arrested and 
charged.

‘Speedwell not in condition 
for fi shing’, FAI hears
Continued from page 1
‘Everything was in place,’ Scott 
MacAlister’s father Peter told 
the Fatal Accident Inquiry, as 
he and a volunteer diver from 
Seil, Graeme Bruce, planned 
three dives to inspect the 
Speedwell’s wreck.

But their attempts were 
aborted a� er the � rst dive 
when owner John Connell 
withheld his consent. 

‘He did so because you were 
rude to him?’ the family’s 
advocate Lewis Kennedy asked 
Mr MacAlister.

‘I asked him why he did not 
want us to li�  the boat. He 
repeated: “Do not touch my 
boat.” � en he put the phone 
down,’ he replied.

Last Friday (June 8) Mr 
Connell told Oban Sheri�  
Court he had assumed he 
would be paying. 

‘� ere is no cost involved,’ Mr 
MacAlister said: ‘� ere was no 
conversation about it. I could 
not see a reason other than 
self-protection. I wanted the 

boat back for an inspection.’
Mr Connell later gave his 

consent, in January this year.
Mr MacAlister said. ‘� is 

was the only way to know 
what really happened to the 
Speedwell. It has taken us 
� ve years to � nd out this 
information. 

‘I think it did � ood through 
the hatch, but I feel it would 
also � ood through the drains 
associated with the hatch,’ he 
said, describing an experiment 

where they found two small 
19mm pipes � lled a hatch with 
water in one hour 47 minutes.

On Monday the court heard 
from naval architect Ian 
Paton, 57, of Parkol Marine 
Engineering, York, who said 
the sinking of the Speedwell 
could be explained by water 
entering the hold hatch.

Procurator � scal David 
Glancy asked: ‘Given that hull 
damage is something that can 
realistically be excluded, what 
would you attribute the loss of 
the vessel?’ Mr Paton said: ‘It 
must have been the hatch.’

� e factors leading to Mr 
Paton’s conclusion were the 
two near sinking episodes in 
the past; because he could hear 
the engine still running in the 
mayday call and because Mr 
MacAlister changed course to 
Easdale.

Mr Paton said: ‘It’s progres-
sively getting worse because 
the boat is getting lower,’ before 
adding: ‘I would estimate you 
are looking at about a tonne of 

water in the a�  compartment 
hold and the boat is in serious 
di�  culty.’

In the absence of either 
a bilge pump or an ad hoc 
arrangement with a length of 
hose, would the only option 
be a bucket, asked Mr Glancy. 
‘Yes,’ replied Mr Paton.

� e court also heard evi-
dence from Javier Martinez, 
43, the Speedwell’s skipper in 
November/December 2009.

A joint minute agreed by 
the parties’ lawyers stated: 
‘He immediately encountered 
problems. He had di�  culty 
controlling the boat. � e boat 
was not steering properly...the 
boat was slowing down. He 
opened the a�  hatch and found 
a substantial quantity of water 
in the a�  compartment. He 
discovered the bilge pump did 
not work, so pumped the water 
out manually.’

For a second time Mr 
Martinez discovered water in 
the a�  hatch, which he bailed, 
while Speedwell was moored 

in Loch Sunart: ‘He contacted 
John Connell and reported 
this.’

Mr Martinez advised Mr 
Connell he would not work on 
the boat until it was � xed.’ Mr 
Martinez was never contacted 
by Mr Connell and never again 
worked on Speedwell.

‘Mr Martinez never saw any 
life jackets on the vessel. He 
had his own life jacket which 
he had brought with him. 

� e opinion of Mr Martinez 
was that during the period he 
was working on Speedwell, it 
was not in a condition whereby 
it could be used for � shing.’

All parties extended 
their condolences to Scott 
MacAlister’s family and Mr 
Glancy thanked them for their 
assistance and digni� ed be-
haviour and the boat’s owner 
John Connell for his candid 
co-operation.

� e FAI convened at Cuan 
and near the wreck site on Seil 
on Tuesday and the inquiry 
will continue on June 25.

Emergency services in Oban are teaming up to bring new drivers up to ‘safe’ speed. 
Anyone who is learning to drive, recently passed their test or who employs � rst-time 
drivers is invited to an event at the town’s � re station this Saturday, June 16, from 
noon to 2pm. Sergeant Alan Moore and PC Graeme Greenlaw from Oban police will 
present a � lm and host a discussion.

Peter MacAlister.
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Oban Stove Centre in liquidation

Another Oban business has 
shut up shop, with the loss of 
more jobs in the town.

Oban Stove Centre in 
Soroba Road ceased trading 
two weeks ago and last week 
its stock was auctioned o� .

It was only in March that 
the the town lost the popular 
deli-shop Kitchen Garden  in 
George Street.

In an online auction, 
overseen by Sweeney-Kincaid 
Industrial Auctioneers, 132 
lots went under the virtual 
hammer.

� e lots, which included a 
variety of stoves, three vans, 
o�  ce furniture, boxes of 
� relighters and a kettle, also 
included stock from Stirling 
Stove Centre Limited, the 
company’s other showroom.

Annette Menzies from 
Glasgow-based William 
Duncan (Business Recovery) 
Ltd was appointed provision-

al liquidator of Stirling Stove 
Centre Ltd by an order of 
court on May 24. Oban Stove 
Centre Ltd was registered as a 
dormant company.

A spokesman for William 
Duncan Ltd said: ‘Annette 
Menzies was appointed 
provisional liquidator of 
Stirling Stove Centre Ltd on 
May 24. � e company traded 
from showroom premises 
in both Stirling and Oban. 
Both premises have now been 
closed and the company has 
ceased trading as result of the 
liquidation.

‘Unfortunately, it has not 
been possible to process 
any customers’ orders since 
the provisional liquidator’s 
appointment and, if deposits 
have been paid, customers 
should contact their bank or 
credit card company in the 
� rst instance.’

� e spokesman added: ‘� e 
liquidation of the company 
has resulted in six employees 
being made redundant. 

However, their statutory 
entitlement in terms of 
redundancy, payment in lieu 
of notice, wage arrears and 
holiday pay will be processed 
and paid for by the Insolvency 
Service and the provisional 
liquidator has made contact 
with all employees in order to 
explain the process.’

Creditors have been advised 
of the liquidation and have 
been asked to forward details 
of what is owed to them.

Last week Roger Lewis of 
Mull contacted � e Oban 
Times to say he had tried 
unsuccessfully to pick up 
an ordered part from Oban 
Stove Centre a� er paying 
£134. A� er a number of failed 
telephone calls, he turned up 
at the shop only to � nd it shut 
with no notice on the door to 
explain why.

‘I am out of pocket for £134, 
as it stands, but if they have 
folded then a lot of people 
will have lost more money 
than that,’ he said.

Jobs lost as 
fi rm is closed

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

A cream tea at Oban’s 
Great Western Hotel on 
Saturday raised £322 in aid 
of Cancer Research, helped 
by tiers of cake and live 
music from Neil Angus, 
Rosie Stevenson and the 
Catalina Sisters.

Volunteers for the Oban 
branch of the Cancer 
Research Committee 
baked the scones, 
pancakes, sponges and 
tru�  es, while clotted 
cream and pots of jam 
came all the way from 
Cornwall, supplied free by 
Rodda’s and Tiptree.

Prizes were also donated 
for the ra�  e, and the 
organisers would like to 
thank all those who gave 
so generously to make 
the event so enjoyable. 
Another event for your 
diaries: National Cream 
Tea Day this year will be 
June 29.

Cream tea 
day raises 
cash for 
charity

The Cancer Research 
Committee Oban 
branch, with musicians 
Neil Angus, Rosie 
Stevenson and the 
Catalina Sisters, raised 
£322, while, inset, the 
Great Western Hotel 
was also treated to 
live music from the 
entertainers.
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Owner blasts anglers 
after pet swallows hook
Fish hooks abandoned on 
beaches are putting dogs and 
other animals in danger.

John Howe, a senior lecturer 
in marine geology at Dunbeg’s 
Scottish Marine Institute, 
contacted � e Oban Times 
a� er his dog Juno needed 
emergency surgery to remove a 
baited hook from her stomach.

He said: ‘� e stitches are 
out now and she’s as right as 
rain but she was lucky. Others 
might not be. It certainly 
shook us up.

‘I’ve lived in North Connel 
for four years and must pick 
up bag of litter every week, 
especially � shing rubbish in 
the summer.

‘Last Friday night we let Juno 
go and I could see her wol� ng 
something down. She had a 
� sh line coming out of her 
mouth. I tried to gently pull it 
but it wouldn’t move. I realised 

John Howe with Juno who had surgery after swallowing a discarded � sh hook.

to my horror it must have a 
hook on the other end. She was 
trying to be sick and couldn’t.

‘We got her home and rang 
the emergency vet who said to 
bring her in immediately. He 
took an X-ray and there was 

the hook – in her stomach. He 
operated that night.

‘It made me angry. Why do 
people leave baited hooks on 
the beach? � ere’s a lot le�  on 
the beach near the SAMS lab, 
at Taynuilt near Kelly’s Pier and 

the shores of Loch Etive. For 
me, it was a horrifying, unlucky 
incident what happened to Juno, 
but the vet was not surprised by 
it, he sees it a lot – particularly 
around Loch Awe.

‘It’s common to see animals 

with hooks in their faces and 
paws. Surely it’s not beyond the 
wit of man to pick stu�  up and 
take it home.’

Oban vet John Blom� eld said 
the problem is so frequent he 
keeps a set of metal cutters in 
the Tweedale Street practice to 
deal with it.

‘We might see two to three 
cases per month during the 
summer.  � ankfully, most dogs 
end up with the hook in their 
face, which is painful but much 
easier to resolve than Juno was.

‘I have had to remove a 
hook similar to Juno’s from a 
dog’s throat, which was seated 
in the larynx. And another 
where the dog had swallowed a 
treble hook which had become 
lodged in his  oesophagus and 
had to be removed through the 
side of his neck,’ he said.

Dog owners are advised not 
to pull on the line hanging 
from the dog’s mouth but to 
cut the line hanging out and 
get immediate help from a vet.

Mum Sarah Telfer from 
Oban, pictured with 
one-year-old son Louis, 
said: ‘It’s much better. 
Being a mum with 
Louis in the pushchair I 
always seem to have my 
hands full and lots to 
carry round with me so 
the Oban Times being 
a smaller size is handy. I 
like the modern look.’

Dunbeg fun day
Dunbeg Primary School 
will be hosting its 
annual family fun day this 
Saturday.
The event will feature 
stalls, a bouncy castle, 
beat the goalie, � ing the 
wellie, splat the teacher 
and an assault course. The 
fun starts at 11am at the 
school.

YO URV IE W

Uncertainty as care home 
withdraws nursing service
As the Lynn of Lorne Care 
Home in Benderloch with-
draws nursing care due to a 
sta�  shortage, relatives fear 
some residents may be moved 
from the area.

� e private care home, which 
looks a� er up to 62 residents, 
is run by McKenzie Care, 
which gave 13 weeks’ notice 
on April 30 to end its contract 
with Argyll and Bute’s Health 
and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP).

‘� e care home is undergoing 
a registration change from 
nursing care to enhanced res-
idential care, which will have 

an impact on the care provi-
sion for existing and future 
residents,’ the HSCP’s locality 
manager told Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles Community Planning 
Group in May.

‘All current residents will be 
reassessed and, where possible, 
their needs met within the cur-
rent care facility, but there is a 
risk that some residents may 
have to move out within the 
Oban area for their care needs 
to be met.

‘� e HSCP are working 
closely with the Lynn of 
Lorne care home to ensure 

they do their best for every 
resident.’

Amid the uncertainty a 
meeting was held last month 
between carers, social workers 
and relatives, some of whom 
were concerned residents 
could be moved to care homes 
as far as Ballachullish or 
Helensburgh, or further. One 
feared some elderly people 
could die because they are 
adversely a� ected by the move.

Jackie Weston, the director 
of care at McKenzie Care, 
was unable to give an update 
because the residents’ assess-
ments haven’t been completed.’

Lois has designs on success in fashion world
Fashion student Lois Moyes 
from Oban has showcased 
her design collection on a top 
London catwalk.

� e Heriot-Watt University 
student, who is studying at its 
School of Textiles and Design 
in Galashiels, was taking part 
in Graduate Fashion Week.

� e annual event attracts 
more than 30,000 industry in-
siders, visitors and celebrities.

Lois took time out of the 
show at the Truman Brewery, 

in London, from June 3 to June 
6, to pose for a photograph.

� e show is seen by many as 
an introduction to the fashion 
stars of the future. It features 
the work of students from 36 
of the UK’s leading fashion 
universities.

Lois said she gets her inspira-
tion from questioning society’s 
attitudes:  ‘I want my clothes to 
be both escapism from stigma 
as well as a trigger to combat 
misconceptions,’ she added.Lois Moyes in London.
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a conservatory offers 
unlimited possibilities for an 
extra room to your home

An extension
An all year round family room

An of�ce | A play area
you make the vision
and we’ll make the
dream come true.

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

I Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU Tel: 01463 238 000
Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY Tel: 01343 545 315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG Tel: 01847 894 956
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News of a successful carers’ 
project run from Oban is 
about to reach international 
ears in Iceland.

Earlier this year Project 
Freedom took eight carers to 
Tiree for a short break and 
the results it produced are in 
a photographic and creative 
writing exhibition on show in 
Oban, upstairs at Waterstones 
until Saturday June 30.

Project Freedom was the 
brainchild of Mairi Fleck, 
an activities co-ordinator 
for North Argyll Carers’ 
Resource Centre, and Leonie 
Charlton from Taynuilt who 
runs a monthly creative writ-
ing group at Oban Library.

� e Hebridean Trust at the 
Hynish Centre on Tiree of-
fered the project a � ve- night 
stay. � e carers who went 
there spent time taking pho-

North Argyll Carers Centre 
will move from its current 
premises on Albany Street 
to � e Rock� eld Centre, 
Oban, when the building is 
refurbished.

North Argyll Carers Centre 
supports unpaid family 
carers across Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles. Currently 
more than 600 carers and 
more than 100 young carers 
between the ages of eight 
and 18 are supported by the 
organisation.

� e centre has a team of 
workers supporting carers 
across the area, including 
island-based workers on 
Mull, Iona, Coll and Tiree.

Manager Morag MacLean 
said: ‘We have long outgrown 
our current premises. 
Rock� eld will give us the 
chance to expand. It keeps 
us in the town centre and is 
accessible for everyone.

‘We are aware there are 
many more carers in our 
community that are not 
accessing support and this 
is a further opportunity to 
connect with more carers to 
ensure they get the support 
they need.’

Gordon McNab, chairman 
of Oban Communities 
Trust, said: ‘It is particularly 
relevant during carer’s week 
to announce our delight 
regarding the plans for the 
carer centre to establish itself 
within � e Rock� eld Centre. 

‘� is builds on our already 
established “well-being” 
theme and the work planned 
with the Simpson’s Memory 
Box Appeal to support a 
quiet space within the main 
centre building.’

Members of Oban Inner 
Wheel have handed over a 
£100 cheque to the town's 
lifeboat.

� e money will be used 
to buy new kit or help with 
fuel costs, said coxswain 
Richard  Johnson.

So far this year, the life-
boat has been called out 20 
times.

� e lifeboat station will 
be hosting an open day 
on Saturday June 23 from  
from 11am to 3pm.

A Seafari boat from 
Easdale will be running 
trips, the coastguard will 
be putting on displays, 
and at 3pm the sea rescue 
helicopter from Prestwick 
will � y in.

Oban lifeboat operations manager Billy Forteith 
receives a cheque from Oban Inner Wheel President Liz 

Crawford.

Inner Wheel boosts Oban Lifeboat

International focus 
on Oban project

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

tographs and writing poetry.
� e Project Freedom work 

they produced will go on 
display at the Hynish Centre 
a� er Oban and it is hoped the 
exhibition will also be seen 
on Mull. 

‘Being o� ered time at the 
Hynish Centre was a perfect 
opportunity for Project 

Freedom. It gave people time 
for themselves. Tiree is like 
another world. It’s amazing,’ 
said Ms Fleck.

Ms Fleck has now been 
invited to talk about the suc-
cess of Project Freedom at an 
international conference in 
Iceland in October, focusing 
on the importance of short 

breaks for carers. She is 
hoping to make a special � lm 
about it to take with her. 

‘You can’t put a value on 
these short breaks. It’s so spe-
cial for people,’ said Ms Fleck 
who is looking for local busi-
nesses to gi�  to a Respitality 
scheme she is co-ordinating.

Gi� s can be anything from 
o� ers of a night away in a 
B&B or hotel, meals out, a 
hair make-over or trips out. 

Loch Melfort Hotel and 
Finn Falconry of Oban have 
already become Respitality 
partners. North Argyll Carers 
Centre joined Respitality 
Scotland earlier this year. 

Over the past two years, 
£36,000 worth of breaks 
from 116 businesses has been 
donated to Scottish Carers 
Centres.

Anyone interested in be-
coming a Respitality partner 
should contact 01631 564422 
or email mairi@northar-
gyllcarers.org.uk. 

Mairi Fleck is going to Iceland in October to tell interna-
tional delegates all about Project Freedom.

Carers 
� nd new 
home at 
Rock� eld

Monitoring work on behalf 
of Food Standards Scotland 
has identi� ed raised levels 
of shell� sh toxins in Loch 
Seaforth, East Loch Tarbert 
and Loch Stockinish in 
Harris.

Eating shell� sh such as 
mussels, cockles or razor � sh 
from these areas may pose 
a risk to human health and 
notices to warn the public 
and casual gatherers will be 
posted at various locations 

on the shore. Commercial 
shell� sh harvesters in these 
areas have been contacted 
by the Comhairle and steps 
taken to postpone harvesting 
until algae levels subside.

It is a sensible precaution 
to avoid eating shell� sh from 
these areas until further 
notice. 

� e Comhairle is monitor-
ing the situation and will re-
move warning notices when it 
improves.

Shell� sh toxins in Harris

David Lamont prefers 
the new style. He said: ‘I 
think it’s easier to hold. 
As long as the letters 
aren’t too small and 
people can still read it, it 
will be � ne.’

David Finlayson said: 
‘I think it’s a much 
improved format. I like 
the new layout – it’s 
easier to read.’
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Parcels arriving at Oban 
sorting o�  ce can be waiting 
up to four days before being 
delivered in the town, a whis-
tleblower has claimed.

An anonymous letter sent 
to � e Oban Times has de-
scribed the state of the town’s 
sorting o�  ce as ‘disorganised 
and appalling’ and also made 
claims of bullying and ‘daily 
lies’ being told to cover up 
delivery delays.

However, Royal Mail has 
refuted those allegations, 
saying it is ‘a slight’ on the 
jobs its workers do ‘to provide 
a � rst-class service’ in Oban 
and surrounding areas.

A Royal Mail spokesperson 
said there had been no cuts in 
the delivery o�  ce and insist-
ed the Oban o�  ce was ‘clear 
of mail every day’, adding ‘we 
can assure our customers of 
this’.

� e whistleblower’s letter 
followed a recent front-page 
story in � e Oban Times re-
porting chaotic sta�  shortag-
es at the sorting o�  ce meant 
Taynuilt and neighbouring 
villages were getting hit-and-
miss mail.

But according to the letter: 
‘Taynuilt not receiving mail 
is only the tip of the iceberg. 
Currently in the o�  ce it is a 
daily occurrence for mail to 
not be delivered. 

‘� is has been due to ruth-
less hour cuts in the o�  ce.’

Claims were also made 
about a growing culture of 
workers being bullied and 
harassed for physically not 
being able to deliver mail in 
‘unrealistic’ new time frames. 
� e letter claimed that due 
to time changes and new 
restrictions, workers were 
� nding they had no choice 
but to leave sections.

� e letter’s author said 
workers had raised con-
cerns but they were ‘largely 
ignored’.

� e whistleblower went on 
to say that in the past eight 
months, 10 ‘experienced and 
reliable’ postal workers have 
le� . Stress levels were also 
up, turnover of workers and 
long-term sickness rates had 
also increased, it said.

� e whistleblower claims 
that when Royal Mail tells 
people their parcels have 
‘not arrived yet at the Oban 
o�  ce and must be delayed 
elsewhere’, ‘in reality it can be 
sitting in a cage in the o�  ce 
waiting to go out – sometimes 
three to four days a� er it has 
� rst arrived in Oban’.

Royal Mail emails telling 
customers that tracked par-
cels were not delivered due 
to the address being ‘inacces-
sible’ meant delivery was not 
attempted, said the letter.

‘� ere has been weekends 
where an entire delivery of 
almost 400 plus houses has 
not received a single letter. 
� e most common areas not 
getting mail is behind the 
hospital [in Oban], Dunbeg, 
Taynuilt, around Dalintart 
Drive and large parcels 
around town’, ended the letter 
signed by ‘a disappointed, 
overworked and under appre-
ciated postman’.

In response, a Royal Mail 
spokesperson said: ‘Locally, 
our quality of service is high 
for a rural area and we are 
committed to delivering a 
high quality of service to all 
our customers. 

‘As a commercial business, 
Royal Mail is responding to 

the huge growth in electronic 
communications and decline 
in letter volumes, while seeing 
a high volume of parcels and 
online shopping which need 
to be delivered to customers.

‘We continually need to 
be more e�  cient and as we 
have done in many other 
o�  ces across Scotland and 
the UK, we are aligning 
workload with mail volumes. 
� is means we are currently 
reassessing all deliveries and 
workload so that they are � t 
for purpose.  

‘We also expect all our sta�  
to work to our high standards 
in delivery every day of the 
week.

‘Recently, we did have six 
people leave and we have 
already recruited into these 
roles.’

� e spokesman also told 
� e Oban Times: ‘� ere are 
no bullying and harassment 
cases logged within the o�  ce. 

� ere is a new management 
team in place due to the pre-
vious manager transferring 
to another part of the UK for 
personal reasons.

‘� e delivery o�  ce is clear 
of mail every day and as Royal 
Mail also carries out work lo-
cally for our sister company, 
Parcelforce Worldwide, there 
may be parcels in the o�  ce for 
them to be delivered. � ese 
parcels are on a 48-hour 
timescale delivery which is 
di� erent from Royal Mail,’ 
they continued. ‘� ere are 
two long-term sick personnel 
o�  in the o�  ce, one of which 
is due to long-term medical 
conditions.’

Oban councillor Roddy 
McCuish, who worked as a 
postman for almost 20 years, 
said: ‘I’m concerned about the 
present state of deliveries in 
Oban.  Royal Mail was always 
a job to be proud of – good 
conditions and good camara-
derie – but since privatisation 

Made In Argyll cra� ers are 
supporting Oban’s Men’s 
Shed in time for Father's Day.

� e shop in Station Square 
is selling tickets to win prizes 
as part of a competition to 
help raise funds for the good 
cause which opens four days 
a week to give men of all 
ages the chance to join in a 
community workshop.

People can buy a pay packet 
for £2 and every ticket inside 
will win a prize.

� e Men’s Shed in 
Stevenson Street helps 
men � ght isolation that 

John McAllistair from Oban Men’s Shed and Carol Olsen 
from Made In Argyll.

� e demolition of the old Oban High School began on 
Monday as a JCB tore down the building’s entrance.

� e buildings are being cleared to make way for a car park 
and bus drop-o�  point for the new Oban High School next 
door which pupils and sta�  moved into on April 18.

� e surface of the existing 3G pitch at the school is due to be 
replaced and new goals added during the summer holidays. 

All work is due to be � nished by February 2019.

can come with retirement, 
unemployment or the loss of 
a life partner or friends.

� e shed is open Monday, 
Tuesday and � ursdays from 
9.45am to 12.30pm and on 
Wednesday from 9.45am to 
11.30pm.

� e workshop is on the 
lookout for any unwanted 
wood cut-o� s to make 
things. 

People can call in to make 
a request, from bird tables 
to planters in return for a 
donation, said workshop 
supervisor John McAllistair.

 

Work starts to demolish 
old Oban High School

Win a prize to build up funds 
in aid of Oban’s Men’s Shed

Whistleblower alleges 
bullying and daily lies

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Letter claims Oban sorting offi ce is ‘appalling’
all that seems to have gone by 
the way.

‘Given Oban is the biggest 
growing town in Argyll 
and Bute with 300 houses 
[planned] in Dunbeg, each 
will have a letter box. If 
Royal Mail can’t cope now, 
goodness knows how it will 
cope then.’

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000
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The Rockfield Centre is 
�ree years ago, Oban’s for-
mer Rock�eld school teetered 
on the brink of demolition, 
writes Alison Chadwick, Oban 
Communities Trust. 

�e community came out in 
force to stop this happening 
and now it is within a midge’s 
whisker of being transformed 
into a bright, modern, cul-
tural community hub.

Oban Communities Trust 
(OCT) was formed in 2015 
and took ownership of the 
building. Volunteer groups 
immediately set to work to 
eradicate wet and dry rot, and 
save the building. Since then, 
the team has raised nearly £2 
million towards refurbish-
ment of what is now known as 
�e Rock�eld Centre.

At the �rst meeting in Oban 
Phoenix Cinema three years 
ago, the community identi-
�ed four key themes for the 
Rock�eld Centre:

z Arts and culture;
z History and heritage;
z Enterprise and education;
z Community wellbeing.
Taking the wishes of the 

community to the forefront of 
planning, OCT sourced funds 
to begin activities within 

all these sectors from the 
community huts in the centre 
grounds.

Since taking ownership in 
May 2015, 24,002 people have 
attended events and activities 
at �e Rock�eld Centre, vol-
unteers have donated 10,767 
hours of their time, and the 
centre has hosted 31 public 
heritage events, 58 public arts 
events and 32 creative work-
shops. And the centre has 
enabled 22 additional groups 
and enterprise per month 
to make use of this new re-
source. Local trades have also 
been extremely generous and 
donated more than £127,000 
of services in kind to support 
the project.

A thriving part of 
the community
Activities at the centre already 
include ‘blether’ sessions, 
a camera club, a friendship 
club, children’s activities – in-
cluding a baby disco and Lego 
club – and open mic nights, 
scratch choir, song-writing 
and music sessions, yoga and 
mindfulness, a community 

charity shop, heritage events, 
exhibitions, workshops, art 
and sewing classes, and a 
women’s group, to name but 
a few.

�e huts provide light and 

welcoming meeting places for 
general hire as well as a space 
to be active and socialise. �e 
centre is the base for the new 
Oban Food Assembly and has 
hosted a �rst vegan fair.

Volunteers are a vital com-
ponent of the project, which, 
among other activity, has 
developed a heritage walking 
trail, a children’s play map of 
Oban and archive  recordings 

of various Oban histories. �e 
Rock�eld Centre has engaged 
in partnerships and run joint 
events with Glasgow School 
of Art, the V&A Dundee and 
it has been the venue for the 

Drawings of what the new canteen will look like in the refurbished centre.

A community share o�er is 
being launched this Saturday 
(June 16) which will give 
everyone the opportunity to 
invest in the future of �e 
Rock�eld Centre. 

If successful, the refurbish-
ment will start in December 
of this year with the centre 
opening for business in 2020.

Gordon McNab, chair-
man of OCT, explained: 
‘Community shares will give 
us the �nal £500,000 to see 
the start of refurbishment 
of the centre. In o�ering 
this way to “buy” in to �e 
Rock�eld Centre, everyone 

in the community will have a 
say in how it is run, what’s on 
o�er and make it a focal point 
for Oban, its communities 
and its visitors.

‘We’re again doing things 
di�erently here – community 
shares are a di�erent way of 
investing and it’s catching on. 

‘Nearly 120,000 people have 
invested more than £100 
million in community share 
o�ers since 2009 and this has 
supported 350 community 
businesses in the UK.’

Gordon went on to say: 
‘Community shares are a 
social investment which is 

really special – as well as sup-
porting your community, you 
will be eligible for a return 
on your investment, possible 
tax bene�ts and the chance to 
get your money back at some 
future time.

‘Our shares will have a 
nominal value of £1 each with 
a minimum purchase of £250. 

‘Each shareholder will have 
one vote only – so it doesn’t 
matter if you buy one or a 
thousand shares – you will 
still have one vote which 
keeps everyone the same. 
And for those who want to 
buy in but £250 is too much, 

Together our community can
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within reach!

There will be space for people to hotdesk as part of a co-working space.

Venice Biennale Festival of 
Architecture in Scotland. 
It is also been the base for 
the Locating Lorne project 
with national artist Deirdre 
McKenna.

�e centre has hosted 
live performances from 
award-winning musicians 
Salt�shforty, Kathryn Joseph 
and Ben Sunderland, Christ 
Stout and Catriona McKay, 
and acclaimed theatre com-
panies Grid Iron and Mull 
�eatre. In partnership with 
Wurdplay,   Scottish rapper 
Darren ‘Loki’ McGarvey has 
performed, as have Northern 
Irish poet Rachel McCrum 
and Booker Prize-winning 
author James Kelman.

When the main building is 
refurbished, it will o�er:

z An inclusive, friendly 
community hub with a crea-
tive buzz   – a place to enjoy, 
meet, create, engage and feel 
part o�,  a canteen, free wi�, 
local arts and cra�s,  a gallery 
and shop, a place for drop-
ins, chat, catch up, or a quiet 
corner to relax in;

z All-weather heritage 
attractions, activities and 
messy space;

z Family history research 
space, exhibits and memories 
with voices from the past;

z Space to be creative – arts 
and music workshops, exhibi-
tions and live performances;

z A place for small business 
to share work spaces, be crea-
tive and grow new ideas;

z Training opportunities 
and working in partnership 
with Argyll College and UHI;

z A space to support our 
‘wellbeing’ o�ering support 
groups, yoga,   mindfulness, 
tai chi, other therapies;

z A community charity 
shop;

z A venue that opens doors 
to help young and old to learn, 
enjoy and be part of for many 

generations to come. �e aim 
of the centre is to create a 
centre of excellence for Oban 
and its communities – that 
will be a magnet of attraction 
for locals and visitors. 

With a focus on wet weather 
facilities and the variety of 
things to do, �e Rock�eld 
Centre will play a pivotal part 

in attracting and keeping vis-
itors in the town and will be 
an essential part of marketing 
Oban as a destination.

�e centre will work in 
association with other tourist 
attractions forming network-
ing partnerships and play a 
signi�cant part in boosting 
the local economy through 
increased spend in the area 
and, importantly, the accom-
modation sectors.

�is project will make 
a di�erence to the lives of 
many in our community and 
support both young and old 
to be active and involved in 
their centre.

�e cost to refurbish the 
school will be £3 million. 
With a funding package 
in place and £2 million 
already committed Oban 
Communities Trust is now 
on the �nal push to reach the 
target needed.

make this happen...
there will be other ways in 
which to come on board and 
still be part of the centre.

‘Oban is developing at a fast 
pace and more visitors are 
coming to the town than ever 
before. 

‘So �e Rock�eld Centre 
will be an important and vital 
part of the town centre – a 
focal point that will not only 
provide activities and facili-
ties to bene�t Oban and the 
wider area, but be a national 
destination as a centre of 
excellence across the board.

‘With the mix of social 
bene�ts and a strong eco-

nomic bene�t to everyone 
in the area, we can look to 
�e Rock�eld Centre being 
a hugely important ‘beacon’ 
for our town reaching out 
in so many ways and indeed 
the heart of our creative 
community.

‘Oban has traditionally been 
known as the Gateway to the 
Isles but has worked hard to 
change this concept into be-
ing a year-round  destination.

‘�e Rock�eld Centre will 
provide more destination 
activities to support this 
tourism strategy enabling the 
town to �ourish on a year- 

round basis, bringing more 
spending,     more accommo-
dation use and supporting 
employment opportunities to 
the bene�t of all.’

To �nd out more about 
how to invest, come into �e 
Rock�eld Centre community 
huts charity shop or call 
07483 308142, visit www.
therockfieldcentre.org.uk, 
or www.crowdfunder.co.uk/
rock�eldcentre

z Come along to the launch 
party this Saturday June 16, 
between 10am and 4pm, see 
the building plans and take 
a tour.

What are 
community 
shares?
Oban Communities 
Trust has set itself up as 
a Community Bene�t 
Society which means it 
can issue ‘withdrawable 
shares’.

Community shares 
are a unique form of 
social investment – all 
about supporting the 
social purpose of a 
community project. 
Community shares 
cannot be transferred 
but can be withdrawn in 
the future.

The value of the 
shares is �xed but Oban 
Communities Trust aims 
to pay interest on your 
investment after three 
years and gain assurance 
in advance from HMRC 

that investors will be 
able to apply for tax 
relief too. It’s a win-win 
situation.

Why invest?
Being part of the 
funding process will give 
you, your family, your 
organisation or business 
part ownership of The 
Rock�eld Centre.

What could be better 
than owning a piece 
of Oban’s history that 
educated generations of 
our townsfolk in the past 
and is set to serve future 
generations to come?

Where?
You can buy shares at 
The Rock�eld Centre 
itself or online at: www.
crowdfunder.co.uk/rock-
�eldcentre.  Shares are 
£1 each with a minimum 
investment of £250.

While there is a lot of work 
to get the centre devel-
oped, the OCT team and 
volunteers have already 
done a huge amount of 
work.
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Weekend will live in the memory 

What a weekend!
I think that was the best 

Oban Live yet and one of the 
best weekends Oban itself has 
seen.

� e sun, the music and the 
people ... it honestly doesn’t get 
much better than that.

Life feels a bit � at now but 
I’m sure there will be lots more 
coming up to keep us amused.

� e Lorn Games are on the 
24th of this month and entries 
are being taken for the cra�  
tent (run by Oban SWI) so 
do have a wee look on their 
website to see if anything takes 
your fancy.

On Saturday, June 16, we 
have the launch of the commu-
nity shares for � e Rock� eld 

Centre and on the 19th, in the 
Corran Halls, a pop-up fash-
ion show by Friends of Oban 
Hospice, which I can highly 
recommend.

We have the cruise ship 
Variety Voyager in again on 
Tuesday on the second of 
10 visits, which is brilliant. I 
believe it has already booked 
for next year because everyone 
likes it so much.

It really feels as if everything 
is moving in the right direction 
for Oban now. Our pavement 
areas are a huge success a� er 
all the inconvenience, and it 
is lovely to see so many using 
Sta� ord Street to enjoy the 
town. Also, our new pontoons 
have just added to the holiday 
feel – I love going for a walk to 
look at all the boats.

It’s now up to us as a town 
to make sure everyone who 

comes here receives a warm 
welcome and good service, 
and spreads the word about 
what a friendly and hospitable 
place Oban is. I’d love it if we 
became known as the friendly 
town as well as the Seafood 
Capital of Scotland – it’s not 
too much of a stretch as it is 
o� en commented on by visi-
tors impressed by the welcome 
they receive.

Last week’s photo was of the 
gate at the new pontoons. � is 
week, you just need to look up.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

Litter causes stink 
at Ganavan Sands
A side-e� ect of the recent 
good weather has been the 
amount of rubbish that has 
been le�  behind at Ganavan 
Sands.

Beer bottles, plastic bags 
and cigarette butts were scat-
tered along the beach.

And, as a result of ‘mind-
less vandalism’, Argyll and 
Bute Council has taken the 
decision to close the toilets at 
night. � ey will now  be open 
from 8am until 8pm.

Councillor for Oban South 
and the Isles Roddy McCuish 
said: ‘Due to the extremely 
good weather, Ganavan has 
been a lot busier than usual, 
which is a great thing. I would 
just appeal to the public to 
respect Ganavan and use the 
litter bins and to leave it as 
tidy as possible.’

A photograph was posted 
on social media to a public 

The council says the bins at Ganavan are emptied daily.

MSP backs Marie 
Curie initiative
Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell has lent his support 
to help improve the lives of 
people in Scotland living 
with terminal illness. 

The charity has published a 
free information resource to 
support conversations called 
You Matter, available to 
download from mariecurie.
org.uk/youmatter.

group highlighting the issue 
recently. A number of people 
commented saying they saw 
‘youths’ leaving behind rub-
bish and throwing bottles in 
the sea.

However, Dougie Graham, 
who runs Dougie Dan’s snack 
van at Ganavan, said: ‘I don’t 

like that they are blaming the 
kids. It’s not just the kids.’

Another problem with the 
increase in visitors has been 
the state of the public toilets. 

Dougie said: ‘I do my own 
cleaning. It’s a facility that 
we should all have a wee bit 
of respect for, but they need 

to be on a regular cleaning 
schedule. It’s hard for me to 
explain to the tourists that 
they are not mine.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘It is 
shameful that people would 
choose to litter anywhere, 
let alone on an award-win-
ning beach as beautiful 
as Ganavan.

‘Bins at the beach are 
emptied every day. However, 
in good weather, our beauty 
spots attract more visitors 
and bins can � ll up fast.  If 
bins are full, people are asked 
to please take their litter away 
with them.

‘� e toilets at the beach are 
cleaned daily, and we have 
recently taken the decision to 
lock them between 8pm and 
8am due to an ongoing issue 
with mindless vandalism.

‘We are grateful to everyone 
who takes proper care of our 
beauty spots and we urge 
others to please do the same.’

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Ballet school backs the 
Big Shock campaign
Cardiac charity SADS UK 
has helped Ballet West get a 
de� brillator at the school.

Sta�  at the Taynuilt institu-
tion were given training on 
how to use it last week when 
Victoria Tongs, a community 
resilience facilitator for the 
Scottish Ambulance Service, 
led a hands-on session.

� e SADS UK Big Shock 
campaign wants to see 
de� brillators available in all 
schools  and communities. 
As well as the support of 
ambulance services, it has 
Good Morning Britain’s Dr 
Hilary Jones as its patron and 
the backing of    Dame Helen 
Mirren.

Ballet West administrator 
Mike Rowell said: ‘� e 
de� brillator buys life-saving 
minutes and, because we 
are in a remote location, it’s 
particularly important for us 
to have one here because we 
have a lot of young students. 

‘It’s also for the use of the 
community, although there 
is already one at the sports 
pavilion down in the village.’

De� brillators work to restore 
the heart rhythm if a person 

goes into cardiac arrest. � e 
earlier it is used, the better the 
chance is of survival.

� e machine at the school 
is easy to use, giving voice 
prompts.

Anne Jolly, Founder of 
SADS UK, said: ‘SADS UK is 
pleased that Ballet West will 
bene� t from having a de� -
brillator to restart the heart if 
there is a cardiac arrest on the 
premises. SADS UK works 
with schools and highlights 
the fact that, as schools are a 
major hub in the community, 
they should have de� brilla-
tors in place to save lives.’

Using CPR alone provides 
a � ve per cent chance of 
survival but early use of a 
de� brillator increases the 
chance of  survival to more 
than 50 per cent.

� e Department for 
Education is now  advising 
schools to consider the 
de� brillator as part of their 
� rst aid equipment. To � nd 
out more about getting a de� -
brillator in your community, 
contact  SADS UK on 01277 
811215, email info@sadsuk.
org or visit sadsuk.org

Victoria Tongs from the Scottish Ambulance Service with 
Ballet West Outreach teacher Yomira Barton.
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Walking tours highlight all 
you need to know about Oban
McCaig’s Tower, Dunollie Castle 
and that big stone you can’t miss on 
the way to Ganavan are just some of 
the things I’ve grown up seeing on a 
regular basis.

Despite living in and around 
Oban all my life, I’ve never actually 
bothered to learn about the history 
of these structures.

To me, they were just a backdrop to 
my childhood; somewhere tourists 
visited.

� at was until last � ursday when 
I was a guest on one of the Oban 
walking tours.

I made my way to the North Pier 
at around 1.45pm – 15 minutes 
early, something my colleagues 
would consider a miracle – and met 
Farooq, my guide.

We got chatting and he explained 
that he predominantly lives in 
Glasgow, but visits his daughter in 
Oban and loves it. In fact, he loves it 
so much that he decided to become 
a guide.

� e 90-minute tour got under 
way at 2pm and we started at what 
Farooq referred to as Oban’s crown 
– McCaig’s Tower.

He went into extreme detail about 
the life of John Stuart McCaig, who 
built the monument as a memorial 
for his family and to also keep the 
local stone masons in work over the 
winter months.

From there, we walked along the 

sea front to � e Oban Times build-
ing, where the newspaper was once 
produced from. Here I learned about 
the history of the paper and how the 
building came to be.

We then turned to look over the 
bay and learned about the island of 
Kerrera, somewhere, I’m ashamed to 
admit, I’ve never set foot on.

On the way to the war memorial, 
Farooq shared information on some 
of the hotels and guest houses that 
were built along the front. 

He said the Alexandra Hotel was 
originally built as it was thought to 

be an ideal place to carry out ozone 
therapy – an  alternative treatment 
that sought to increase the amount 
of oxygen in the body by using the 
ozone.

From there, I learned about the 
important role Oban played in both 
world wars – in the First World War 
alone, the town su� ered 170 deaths.

We then crossed the road and 
headed towards Dunollie Castle, 
but not before we stopped at the 
‘dogstone’.

It was only recently that I learned 
that this giant piece of rock, situated 

on the right-hand side of the road, 
just past the war memorial, had a 
name.

I learned that there were two 
explanations for this 400 million-
year-old boulder. 

Folklore has it that this is the place 
where Fingal used to tie his dog. 
But the scienti� c version states that 
it was a bridge arch that formed 
when the location was ‘an extremely 
volcanic area’. But the arch snapped 
a long time ago, leaving behind the 
‘dogstone’.

From there, we followed the path 

to Dunollie Castle, before heading 
back to St John’s Cathedral, via the 
Corran Halls.

� e tour ended at Sta� ord Street, 
looking on to Oban Distillery, which 
was built in 1794 by John and Hugh 
Stevenson. Oban as we know it 
was subsequently built around the 
distillery.

Farooq then shared his knowledge 
with me on the history of transport 
and � shing in Oban, before heading 
o� , with his shepherd’s crook in 
hand.

To book a tour, call 01631 569915.

Oban town tour guide Farooq explains the history of Kerrera and the landmark ‘dogstone’. 16_t23_WalkingTour01/04

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk
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Sizzler of a sports day 
at Park Primary School
Sports day at Oban’s Park 
Primary School was a top 
team e� ort.

Youngsters from the 
primary school and its and 
early learning centre showed 
good sportsmanship, loudly 
cheering each other on in all 
the races.

� e traditional three-legged  
and egg-and-spoon races 
were as fun as ever.

Temperatures peaked and 
so did the sales of strawberry 
treats to help everyone keep 
cool.

A stall making fans, face 

and nails painting were just 
some of the other activities 
on o� er to the big family 
turnout.

Year � ve pupils from an 
enterprise group made £300 
on their stalls, to be split 
between school funds and a 
trip to the cinema.

Head teacher Gillian 
Carney said: ‘� e weather 
was with us. It was a fun-� lled 
and exciting day. We had lots 
of parents there to support us 
and the children’s behaviour 
was excellent.’

Students from Oban High 
School were also there on the 
day to lend a hand.

‘� ey were a big help,’ added 
Mrs Carney.

The family fun and school sports day at Park Primary was a 
roaring success, with lots to keep the children entertained, 
including races and face painting, all wrapped up in glori-
ous sunshine. 

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com
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Section 
is added 
for Lorn 
Show 
Lorn Show will take place 
on Saturday August 4 at Keil 
Common Grazings, Tralee, 
Benderloch, and the main 
sponsor is United Auctions.

New this year is a horticul-
tural section. 

 Schedules have been sent out 
and are available be emailing 
musdale@btinternet.com, or 
calling 01631 770228, a� er 
6pm.

� e judges for this year’s 
show are as follows:

� Blackface and junior 
section – Mr John Murray, 
Cross� at, Muirkirk, Ayrshire.

� Cross-sheep section – Mr 
Andrew Morton (Jnr), 
Townhead of Dunda� , 
Carron Bridge, Denny, 
Stirling.

� Highland cattle – Mr Ron 
Fergie, Knockendon Farm, 
Dalry, Ayrshire.

� Pure and cross cattle – Mr 
Pat Boyd, Drumaglea, 
Cornaigmore, Isle of Tiree.

� Dogs – Mrs Judith Boyd, 
Drumaglea, Cornaigmore, Isle 
of Tiree.

� Poultry – Mr William 
Neilson, 27 Cruachan 
Cottages, Taynuilt.

� Home industries and 
handicra� s – Miss Alison 
McCorquodale, Tigh Folla, 
Appin.

� Horticultural – Miss May 
MacKenzie, 9 Camus Road, 
Dunbeg.

� Umpire – Mr Hamish 
McNicol, Turnault Farm, 
Barbreck, by Lochgilphead.

Judging of sheep and 
cattle sections start at 10am; 
poultry, home industries and 
horticulture, 11am; dog show 
noon; Highland dancing 
10.30am. Registration takes 
place at 10am.

HUGH SMITH
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Islay letter

Latest and � rst Mòd
Mòd Ìle 2018 is being held in the 
local high school on Saturday June 
23, with competitions kicking o�  at 
9am.

Mòd secretary Alison Gray has 
described this year’s entries as being 
‘most encouraging’ and among those 
taking part in the choral section will 
be Còisir Òg Dhail  Riata and the 
Nairn Gaelic Choir. As well as local 
entries, other competitors will hail 
from neighbouring Jura, Mid Argyll 
and the Oban district.

� is year the organisers have 
introduced a new competition for 
traditional solo singing, and island 
primary schools have been � exing 
their artistic muscles in the design 
of a new logo for the Islay Mòd. � is 
was won by Bowmore primary pupil 
Duncan Gillies  and his winning 
logo will be launched on Mòd day.

Successful competitors will reprise 
their winning ways at the Mòd 
concert in the school’s assembly hall 
at 7.30pm.

� e island’s � rst local Mòd took 
place at Bowmore on � ursday June 
17, 1924, in warm summer sunshine.

A report in An Gàidheal, a 
Comunn Gàidhealach publication 
of that time, said that  ‘all roads led 
to Bowmore’ for the occasion and 
that all vehicles on the island were 
requisitioned for Mòd day. � e 
report adds that as many as 20 cars 
were parked in the vicinity of the 
village hall. (O, scribe, that shouldst 
be living at this hour!)

� e � rst Mòd attracted a total of 
219 entries, including seven senior 
and four junior choirs. Competitions 
began at 11am and continued until 
8pm, with a one hour break.

Oral classes were well supported, 
and junior competitions were keenly 

contested, even if boys were reluc-
tant to compete. Large entries were a 
pleasing feature of the adult section 
where adjudicators described the 
quality as ‘exceedingly high’.

� is was particularly so in the 
men’s solo singing, where the 
winning competitor took all the 
top honours in both the local and 
open sections. He was John MacIver 
from Portnahaven, while Margaret 
MacNiven, also from the same 
Rhinns village, was the leading 
female singer. Top marks in the duet 
class went to Bowmore songstresses 
Mary Weir and Grace MacPherson.

Shining brightly in the choral 
section was the Bridgend Gaelic 
Choir, while the Bowmore Junior 
Choir and the Kilchoman School 
Choir were considered the best in 
their class.

� e Mòd concert began at 9pm in 
the village hall, which was � lled to 
capacity, resulting  in people having 
to stand outside to listen to the 
entertainment.

Comunn Gaidhealach president 
Angus Robertson was in the chair 
and the awards were handed over 
by Margaret C MacTavish, a local 
Gaelic stalwart from Newton. � ese 
included a challenge cup for choral 
music presented by Hugh Morrison, 
laird of Islay. 

Monetary prizes came from Lady 
Mary Morrison, Glasgow printer 
Archibald Sinclair, and the Glasgow 
Islay Association.

In the vote of thanks, praise was 
heaped on the local constabulary’s 
Sergeant Ferguson for his assistance 
and for the manner in which he 
regulated the queues.

I wish Mòd Ìle 2018 every success. 
It is unlikely, however, that a police 
presence will be  required to handle 
crowd control!

Winning inn
Islay’s Ballygrant Inn has increased 
its recent accolades a� er being voted 
the best  whisky bar in Scotland at 
the Scottish Entertainment and 
Hospitality 2018 awards  ceremony 
in Glasgow’s Merchant City.

Receiving the award from ceremo-
ny presenter Stephen McGowan was 
the inn’s proprietor, David Graham, 
who said he was delighted his estab-
lishment was recognised in this way.

‘Last year we won the best cra�  
spirit category,’ he added, ‘but to win 
in this class is just fantastic.’

� e wide range of whiskies fea-
tured at the Ballygrant greatly im-

pressed the competition judges, as 
did the knowledge and enthusiasm 
displayed by the inn sta� .

� e competition is now in its 
seventh year and it covers more than 
20 categories in the licensed  trade 
industry.

Another local establishment 
featured in this year’s � nals was 
Bowmore’s Lochside Hotel, owned 
by Neil Morrison, whose portfolio 
also includes Macgochans in 
Tobermory and the Benleva Hotel in 
Drumadrochit.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 

Tel: 01496 810 658.

Mòd set for weekend

Ballygrant Inn proprietor David Graham, right, with award presenter 
Stephen MacGowan.
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Atlantis 
Leisure 
summer 
campsby Kathie Gri�  ths

kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Mull group joins in with mass procession in Edinburgh
A group of around 20 
women and children repre-
senting Mull and Iona took 
part in Sunday’s spectac-
ular Processions event in 
Edinburgh.

� ousands of women took 
to the streets in Scotland’s 
capital to celebrate 100 years 
since the � rst women in 
Britain secured the right to 
vote.

� e Edinburgh Procession 
was part of a mass partici-
pation artwork taking place 
simultaneously in the cap-
itals of the UK to mark the 
achievements of the women’s 
su� rage movement.

� e group from Mull and 
Iona,  supported by the arts 
organisation Comar, and 
their banner were promi-
nently featured during the 
march.

Comar was chosen as one 
of only 16 Tier 1 organisa-

tions in Scotland to create 
banners in collaboration 
with women artists and 
community groups. Artist 
Alicia Hendrick ran a series 

of workshops between April 
and June which created 
pennants for participants 
and a main banner carried 
by di� erent members of the 

group throughout the march. 
Alicia said: ‘Our banner is 
a celebration of the inspira-
tional women of our islands. 
It takes the shape of a sail 

held alo�  by oars and incor-
porates handmade � shing 
net. At its centre a map of 
Mull is � lled with images 
of island women and in the 
sea surrounding the map are 
inscribed the names of more 
women we admire.

‘A sash across the main 
banner carries as our motto 
the words “We Know Where 
We’re Going” in local wool.’ 

� is slogan is taken from 
the title of the � lm, I Know 
Where I’m Going, � lmed on 
Mull in the 1940s.

One of the Mull and Iona 
group, Tobermory High 
School pupil Katie-Qiu 
McCrone, 12, who was rep-
resenting the 1st Tobermory 
Guides, was interviewed 
by the BBC on Reporting 
Scotland and said her hope 
for the future is that women 
and girls will be treated 
equally with men.

Marine summit in Oban 
Meeting aims to tackle rising tide of plastic litter in oceans

A national summit on ma-
rine litter meets in Oban on 
Monday in a bid to stem the 
plastic tide.

� e one-day summit at 
the Perle Hotel was called 
by  Scottish Environment 
Secretary Roseanna 
Cunningham.

Ms Cunningham told � e 
Oban Times she was look-
ing forward to next week’s 
discussions.

� e summit comes as ferry 
operator CalMac, which 
banned plastic straws earlier 
this year,   announced its 
latest e� orts. It will be scrap-
ping disposable cups and 

replacing them with reusable 
ones. It is also in the process 
of swapping individual milk 
portions with milk jugs and 
removing sauce sachets with 
sauce dispensers.

CalMac already runs a Zero 
Waste Overboard policy and 
has recycling bins on board 
its vessels and in terminal 
buildings.

‘When we banned straws on 
board we pledged to look at 
every other area of the busi-
ness to strive to reduce use of 
plastics that cause so much 
environmental damage,’ said 
CalMac waste manager Ruth 
Rice.

‘� ese steps will make a 
signi� cant di� erence to the 
amount of plastic being used 

and disposed of on board. 
Longer term, we are working 
closely with our suppliers to 
source alternative composta-
ble or fully recyclable packag-
ing for all other foodstu� s we 
sell on board.’

Delegates at Monday’s sum-
mit will include an expert 
from the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science at 
Dunbeg, Argyll and Bute 
Council, manufacturers, 
retailers, others with marine 
and environmental interests, 
and coastal communities.

Ms Cunningham said: 
‘No one can escape the 
momentum that’s building 
around plastic waste and 
marine litter. � at is why it’s 
important we capitalise on 

this moment and are inviting 
communities, manufactur-
ers, retailers and marine and 
environmental stakeholders 
to Oban next week to discuss 
how   government, industry 
and communities can take 
action on this issue.’

Earlier this month the 
Scottish Government re-
moved single-use co� ee cups 
from its main buildings and 
also appointed an expert 
panel to consider what action 
can be taken on plastic straws 
and disposable cups. It has 
also committed £500,000 to 
begin to address litter sinks.

‘Communities have shown 
fantastic support for this 
cause – from the schools and 
community groups banning 

disposable items to those who 
take part in litter pick-ups on 
a regular basis. 

‘It was fantastic to see more 
than 140 volunteers taking 
part in the Arrochar big clean 
in May and handpicking 244 
bags of litter from the area. 

‘I am also pleased to 
see industry step up to 
the challenge of reducing 
waste and recycling more 
plastics – reusable or easily 
recycled – by 2030,’ added Ms 
Cunningham.

‘I look forward to hearing 
the discussions next week on 
how Scotland can continue 
to show environmental 
leadership and reduce the 
amount of waste littering our 
communities and coasts.’

With the school holidays just 
around the corner, Atlantis 
Leisure is gearing up to welcome 
hundreds of children for its 
popular summer camps.

� e camps, which will run for 
six weeks, will have something 
for everyone.

� e pre-school sessions will 
cater for children as young as 
three. � e classes will be held 
twice a week – on Tuesdays 
and � ursdays – from 12.15pm 
until 1pm. Children will learn 
essential agility, balance and 
co-ordination skills using a mix 
of fun games and sport-related 
activities.

� e junior multi-sport 
sessions are aimed at pupils 
from primary one to three, and 
run from Monday until Friday 
from 10am until noon.

� e main primary four to 
seven summer camps run from 
9am until 4pm from Monday to 
Friday. � ey aim to deliver the 
‘ultimate summer experience’, 
covering multiple sports, games, 
and arts and cra� s.

Children attending the 
camps will not only receive 
coaching from experienced 
instructors but will be in a safe 
and fun environment where 
they can make new friends and 
memories.

Atlantis sports coach Kevin 
Keen said: ‘Teaching summer 
camps is something that I look 
forward to every year.

‘It’s a great opportunity as a 
coach to do something that is a 
bit di� erent from my day to day 
coaching. It’s brilliant to really 
get to know the children over 
a much longer time than we 
usually operate in.’

For more information, call 
01631 566800 or email ben.
pollock@atlantisleisure.co.uk.

Comar Mull and Iona group at the start, and, inset, Katie-Qiu McCrone.
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There are 17 signed up places where people can get help 

Businesses and tourist attrac-
tions in Oban and the Isles 
are being asked to help keep 
vulnerable people safe.

So far there are 17 spots 
across Argyll and Bute where 
people can go as part of a 
Keep Safe project run by 
Police Scotland and commu-
nity charity I Am Me – but 
only seven are based in Oban 
and the Isles.

Now the initiative is appeal-
ing for more shops, o�  ces 
and visitor places to come 
forward and join them, giv-
ing people who are lost, have 
lost phones or wallets, or who 
are victims of crime a safe 
place to go if they need help.

Sta�  at  Argyll Community 
Housing Association 
(ACHA) have been trained to 

help.
ACHA chief executive 

Alastair MacGregor said: 
‘We work closely with Police 
Scotland on  a whole range of 
issues. All our seven o�  ces 
in Argyll, including on Mull, 
are Keep Safe spaces.’

To become a Keep Safe 
place, premises have to have 
at least two sta�  on site at 
any time, the building must 
be checked as safe and a form 
has to be completed to allow 
Police Scotland to carry out 
background checks.

Once those checks are done, 
sta�  are then trained and the 
‘safe place’ receives stickers 
to display. It is also registered 
on websites and the Keep Safe 
Scotland app.

PC Michelle Rusden, local 
authority liaison o�  cer for 
Argyll and Bute, said: ‘� e 
number of premises within 
Oban and the Isles needs to 
increase to ensure Oban and 
the Isles have a good Keep 
Safe representation.’

Keep Safe cards are available 
to anyone in the community 
online from iammescotland.
co.uk

Police Scotland area com-
mander Marlene Baillie said: 
‘� is is such a worthwhile 
initiative that I would urge 
local businesses, shops and 
other service providers to 
become involved in.

‘� e willingness to help 

people is already clearly 
evident in our communities 
across Argyll and Bute and 
the Keep Safe places simply 
provide easily identi� ed 
locations where vulnerable 
people can access that help 
and reassurance should it be 
required.’

And Chief Superintendent 
John McKenzie from Police 
Scotland added: ‘Tackling 
hate crime and enhancing 
community safety is a pri-
ority for Police Scotland and 
Keep Safe is a fantastic ini-
tiative that works with local 
communities and businesses 
to support this.’

Anyone interested in be-
coming part of the initiative 
should contact PC Michelle 
Rusden at Lochgilphead 
police station on 101 or email 
michelle.rusden@scotland.
pnn.police.uk

Oban and Isles need 
more Keep Safe placesTV Licensing is reminding 

pubs and sports clubs in 
Argyll and Bute to check they 
are correctly covered to avoid 
falling foul of a penalty this 
World Cup season. 

Any pub, club or sporting 
venue which shows live 
television must have a valid 
TV licence. Pubs without a 
valid licence are breaking the 
law and publicans run the 
risk of a court prosecution 
and � ne of up to £1,000 per 
o� ence, plus costs.

TV Licensing is mailing 
unlicensed pubs, before the 
tournament kicks o�  today 
(June 14), to remind them 
that if they are planning to 
show or record live matches 
to sta�  or customers, they 
must be covered by a TV 
licence.

Fergus Reid, TV Licensing 
spokesperson in Scotland, 
said: ‘Although Scotland 
won’t be taking part, fans 
and supporters across the 
country will be heading to 
their local clubs or pubs 
to watch key matches this 
World Cup.’  

Pubs warned 
on TV licences 
for World Cup

SAMS gliders give insight into Arctic climate
Underwater robots from 
Dunbeg-based Scottish 
Association for Marine 
Science have uncovered new 
evidence about life in the 
Arctic and, for the � rst time, 
revealed the moment the 
region’s marine ecosystem 
springs into life a� er the 
winter.

� e unique data was 
gathered by autonomous 
ocean-going ‘gliders’ and 
will help marine scientists 
understand more  about 
the so-called Arctic spring 
bloom, which kick starts the 
ecosystem and is crucial in 
providing food for animals in 
the region.

Gliders work around the 

clock for months on end, 
taking measurements such as 
ocean temperature, oxygen 
levels and salinity. 

Researchers from the 
Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS) at 
Dunsta� nage have been able 
to observe  seasonal changes 
as they happen in the Arctic 
thanks to a continuous glider 
presence in the Barents Sea 
between January and July this 
year.

� e gliders can also measure 
chlorophyll, an indication of 
the biological content of the 
water, and a rapid increase 
in the chlorophyll levels in 
mid-April this year showed 
the moment the spring 

bloom began. � e data could 
help predict  how the Arctic 
ecosystem will respond to 
climate change.

Researchers from the pro-
ject will retrieve their glider 
on their return to the Barents 
Sea on board the RRS James 
Clark Ross this July.

SAMS marine scientist Prof 
Finlo Cottier said: ‘� is is 
the � rst time there has been 
a  continuous monitoring of 
the Arctic ocean environment 
through the seasons and it has 
given us a very clear picture of 
how life responds to the 
changing conditions.

� e Arctic Ocean is experi-
encing record  low reductions 
in the extent of sea ice.

Prof Jorgen Berge and Dr Emily Venables, of SAMS, retrieve a glider from the Barents Sea.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk ACHA chief 

executive 
Alastair 
MacGregor.
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Having survived the wrath of 
some esteemed and respected 
Oban Times-reading friends 
and colleagues at the weekend 
having had a swipe at some 
of their daily newspapers of 
choice in last week’s article, I 
assure anyone else who may 
have taken any o� ence to my 
comments that no disrespect 
was aimed at the readers of 
these papers.  

We all read di� erent news-
papers and garner news and 
information from across the 
wide plethora of media outlets 
that � ll the lives of modern 
man and our reasons for 
choosing certain channels can 
be wide and varied.  

It is interesting to gain wider 
perspective, when time al-
lows, by choosing to read from 
a range of di� erent sources.  

I am not as diligent as I 
should be in reading news-
papers but when a long train, 
plane or ferry journey allows 
relaxed reading time, I like to 
pick up a number of di� erent 
papers and compare stances 
on the same news stories.   

Grabbing a Guardian along 
with the Telegraph, � e 
Herald along with � e Times, 

� e National along with � e 
Scotsman or even more di-
verse, � e Oban Times along 
with � e West Highland Free 
Press, can engender some 
strange looks.  Add in a few 
redtops and even a Daily Mail 
to the mix now and then and 
people’s newspaper prejudices 
really begin to show in the 
form of raised brows and 
avoiding eye contact! 

However, variety is the 
spice of life and only reading 
one side of any argument is a 
good way to send one down 
the blinkered road of eternal 
ignorance.  

Like people, newspapers 
all have individual qualities 
of attraction and repulsion, 
and each have attributes that 
appeal to and repel di� erent 
readers for di� erent reasons.  

As with humans, none are 
perfect in every way, none 
are bad in every way and all 
have perceived di� ering � aws 
depending on the subjective 
perspective of the individual 
reader making judgement.   

One of the premier critics of 
last week’s piece is someone 
whom I hold in particularly 
high regard, and though I 

would not ever align myself 
with his choice of newspapers 
and/or his favoured political 
parties, we had a very inter-
esting discussion about the 
reasons people buy certain 
papers.  

When he was explaining the 
attributes that he perceived a 
particular paper to have and 
its stance on some issues that 
were important to him, it was 
clear, while not being taken in 
by or agreeing with all of the 
content, why that was one of 
his chosen daily paper.  

From his perspective it made 
perfect sense to buy this paper, 
and in no way does it nega-
tively a� ect my judgement of 
him as person – even though 
he had just given me an ear 
blistering about my article!

Last week’s predictions of 
sun for Oban Live and conti-
nuity of content for the Oban 
Times despite its new compact 
format at least came to pass 
and caused no controversy! 

I am happy to report that 
these two landmark events 
were a great success in their 
respective, di� erent ways. 

Congratulations to all in-
volved in both.

Oban fi rm to 
produce wrap 
from prawns

Brendan O’Hara presents Betty with a copy of his motion. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

MP asks UK parliament to 
congratulate Oban’s Betty

A small company turning 
langoustine shells into com-
postable food-wraps hopes 
to get out of the lab and start 
small-scale production later 
this summer.

In April, CuanTec, based at 
Dunsta� nage, successfully 
crowdfunded £5,036 from 
131 supporters in just 42 
days to help it work as fast 
as possible to come up with 
anti-microbial food packag-
ing to make food last longer, 
avoiding plastic and food 
waste at the same time.

Since January last year, 
the company has already 
got prototypes of three food 
packaging � lms.

CuanTec microbiologist Dr 

Tracey White met members 
of Awakening Argyll call-to-
action group last week to tell 
them about it.

‘� is summer we’re hoping 
to get small-scale production 
out of the lab and start pro-
ducing something, hopefully 
in Oban,’ she said.

And she added the expansion 
would bring in more jobs.

Very few chemicals are 
used in the process to make 
the alternative plastic wrap. 
Researchers are also looking 
at ways of using it to make 
hard mould forms from 
the    natural biopolymer, 
called chitin, which they can 
get from crushed lobster and 
crab shells. It can also come 
from mushrooms and insects.

Also at last � ursday’s 
meeting in Benderloch’s 

Reading Room was Peter 
Leckie, project manager for 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
next 10-year waste strategy 
review.

He said it was crucial as 
part of the next strategy that 
waste had to be stopped from 
becoming waste in the � rst 
place and that surpluses had 
to be prevented.

Mr Leckie said the council’s 
old waste strategy was ‘no 
longer � t for purpose’.  He 
also spoke about the Scottish 
Government ban  on biode-
gradable municipal waste 
going to land� ll from January 
2021.

He said: ‘If we need to 
land� ll by 2021 we will have 
failed. It’s mission critical for 
the council that we achieve 
this waste ban.’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

� e MP for Argyll and Bute 
has lodged an early-day mo-
tion in parliament to con-
gratulate Betty MacIntyre 
on being crowned Hero 
Nurse of the Year.

Brendan O’Hara asked 
the House of Commons to 
acknowledge the ‘outstand-
ing contribution’ made by 
the Oban midwife.

He said: ‘Over the past 50 
years, [Betty] has delivered 

hundreds of babies, some 
in the most remote parts of 
Scotland, and many in the 
most extreme circumstanc-
es, including on a lifeboat, 
in a horse-box, on a pier, 
aboard a car ferry and even 
in a helicopter.’

Mr O’Hara also asked the 
House to thank Betty ‘for 
her outstanding contribu-
tion to midwifery and to 
the overall wellbeing of the 

communities of the Scottish 
Western Highlands’.

Recently, Betty was 
chosen as the Nurse of the 
Year at ITV’s NHS Heroes 
Awards 2018.

Mr O’Hara told � e 
Oban Times: ‘I think it’s 
remarkable.

‘For her to see o�  com-
petition from every part of 
the UK says more about her 
than I ever could.’
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Radiographer Martha Henderson helps bring medical relief to poor

An Oban nurse is bringing hope and 
healing to patients in Africa, aboard 
a ferry converted into a � oating 
hospital.

Martha Henderson, a 31-year-old 
radiographer at the Lorn and Islands 
District General Hospital in Oban, 
volunteers on the world’s largest 
civilian hospital ship for a charity 
called Mercy Ships, which provides 
medical relief and free surgeries in 
developing countries such as the 
Congo, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Benin 
and Togo.

� e � oating hospital, called 
Africa Mercy, sails to a developing 
country and docks at a pier for 10 
months, most recently to Douala in 
Cameroon, where Martha has been 
working from last August until May. 
Next month Martha, who has been 
a nurse in the NHS for 10 years, 
will rejoin the boat o�  Conakry, the 
capital of Guinea, a� er a couple of 
weeks at home with her family in 
� urso.

‘I think free health care is a univer-
sal right,’ she explains. ‘Five billion 
people do not have access to safe, 
a� ordable and timely surgery, and 
that is insane. It is a right of every 
patient in the world to have the same 
access to healthcare as we have.’

� e boat is like a ‘small town’ with 
a school, supermarket, launderette, 
library and gym, with room for 
450 sta�  from 35 nations, equipped 
with operating theatres, wards, 
an intensive therapy unit, lab and 
a radiology department, where 
Martha is in charge having served 
on the Mercy Ships for six years. She 

says she could not do it without the 
support of her family, friends and 
colleagues in the NHS. 

Mercy Ships is funded by do-
nations, and Martha, like other 
volunteers, pays £350 per month to 
live and work aboard, so any money 
raised by the charity can go to 
straight to the patients.

She said: ‘When we were in 
Cameroon, we did more than 2,000 
surgical procedures. It is not di� er-
ent conditions but advanced condi-
tions, because they have no access 
to healthcare. � ese are conditions 
of abject poverty. If they were in 
this country, they would have been 
treated in the � rst few months.

‘� e ones that get you the most are 
the women,’ she said. ‘When women 
have obstructed labour, they would 
have a C-section. � ere, there is no 
emergency access. � e baby gets 
stuck and o� en dies, and the woman 
can be le�  incontinent. � ey are at 
such risk of this condition, called 
VVF.’

Martha explains that a� er free 
surgery on the Mercy Ship, ‘they do 
not leak urine any more, and you see 
the joy in their faces. If they were 
here, they would have a C-section 
and the baby would still be alive.

‘We do the CT scan and, depend-
ing on what we � nd, we can do 
surgery or not,’ she says. ‘We have to 
say yes or no. I feel very privileged 
that I can show kindness to patients 
in that situation and tell them we are 
there to help them.

Mercy Ships is a Christian organi-
sation but it is there to serve patients 
of all faiths and none, and not every-
one on board is a Christian.

‘� e Bible tells you that we should 

look a� er the poor and o� er practi-
cal assistance,’ Martha said, point-
ing to a scripture that called her to 
the NHS and overseas on the Mercy 
Ships, Isaiah 61, verses 1-3:

� e Spirit of the Sovereign Lord  is 
on me, because the Lord has anoint-
ed me to proclaim good news  to the 

poor. He has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim free-
dom for the captives and release from 
darkness for the prisoners.

‘A lot of our patients are su� ering,’ 
she explains. ‘� ey are cast aside be-
cause of their condition. � ey are in 
darkness. � e aim is to bring hope 

and healing. When the ship comes, 
that is the hope: the hope that they 
can be freed from their su� ering. 
What better message could you 
bring to somebody?’

You can read Martha’s blog at 
www.trustinginmercy.wordpress.
com

Oban nurse’s mission of 
mercy on fl oating hospital

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Martha Henderson, top left, has taken leave from her work in Oban to volunteer on the Mercy Ship, 
which provides free medical care and surgery to those in desperate need. Photographs: Mercy Ships
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Hollywood 
blockbuster is 
fi lmed in Argyll
Hollywood blockbuster 
Jurassic World: Fallen 
Kingdom premiered at 
cinemas across the UK last 
week, but did you know that 
part of the movie was � lmed 
in Argyll and Bute?

Eagle-eyed fans of the 
movie will spot Glen Mallan 
jetty at Loch Long, Arrochar, 
when they go to see the � lm 
at the cinema over the com-
ing weeks.

Filming took place in April 
last year, with the council’s 
� lm o�  ce and roads teams 
working alongside Universal 
productions to smooth 
the logistics of getting up 
to 20 American rig trucks 
safely over the Rest and Be 
� ankful with all the equip-
ment needed for � lming.

Nicholas Oliver, location 
manager, said the crew had 
a very positive experience 
of � lming in Argyll, adding: 
‘� e footage that we � lmed 
looked incredible. It’s going 
to look so good on the big 
screen. I really appreciated 
all the help and advice – it all 
fell into place perfectly.

‘It really has been a very 
positive and refreshing 
experience � lming in Argyll 
and Bute.’

� is is the latest in a line of 
blockbuster movies to fea-
ture the area. It is estimated 

that £168,000 was spent 
bringing the production to 
Argyll, contributing to the 
overall £1.3 million generat-
ed for the local economy by 
� lm production companies 
during 2017.

Leader of the council 
Aileen Morton said: ‘Argyll 
and Bute’s stunning natural 
landscape is one of our 
biggest assets. I’m delighted 
that major international 
studios are making the most 
of all it has to o� er as the 
ideal set for all sorts of � lm 
productions.

‘Being part of Jurassic 

World shows that we have the 
capacity and the locations 
to support large-scale, high 
pro� le productions. I have 
seen the previous Jurassic 
movies and I’m looking 
forward to seeing this one – 
particularly since it’s � lmed 
right on our doorstep. � is 
really opens up Argyll and 
Bute to a global audience.’

Jenni Steele, � lm and 
creative industries manager 
at VisitScotland, said: ‘It’s 
� tting that one of the sum-
mer’s biggest blockbusting 
adventures should feature 
Argyll, Scotland’s own ad-

venture coast. Loch Long’s 
appearance in Jurassic 
World: Fallen Kingdom 
marks an exciting time for 
� lm tourism in Scotland.

‘Major productions such as 
this not only boost the local 
economy in the short-term 
but can have long-lasting ef-
fects, with � lm fans seeking 
out the locations used.

‘Scotland’s links to the 
prehistoric past stretch far 
beyond the cinema screen, 
however, from recently dis-
covered dinosaur tracks on 
Skye to fossil-hunting on the 
Isle of Mull.’

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Work begins on Iolaire path 
to memorial on Lewis

Highland Midwife is back
Midwives with NHS Highland 
are being highlighted again 
this year with a second series 
of the Matchlight-produced 
documentary, � e Highland 
Midwife, currently � lming 
in areas across Highland and 
Argyll and Bute.

� e Channel 5 series 
received a great response 
and work is under way on 
series two, but those involved 
would like more mums-to-be, 
who would like to take part, 
to get in touch.

Jaki Lambert, lead mid-
wife for Argyll and Bute, is 
pleased with how the � rst 
series showcased the work of 
community midwives.

She said: ‘� e three 
programmes showed great 
examples of high quality mid-
wifery care across Highland.’ 

If you’d like to learn more 
about taking part, please 
contact Amanda McGlynn, 
series producer on 0141 332 
0319 or by email to amanda.
mcglynn@matchlight.co.uk

� e Iolaire working group 
is pleased to announce that 
work has now begun on the 
new path to the Iolaire me-
morial at Holm, Isle of Lewis,  
and will take approximately 
eight weeks to � nish. 

� e £170,000 project 
will be carried out by the 
Breedon Group and will 
include a fenced, tarred, 
Disability Discrimination 
Act-compliant path to the 
memorial site. 

� e main element of work 
involves the excavation and 
building up of material to 
form a path that has a suitable 
gradient to ensure access for 
all who wish to visit this site, 
which has been challenging 

to achieve in this location.  
Preparatory works for 
additional commemorative 
sculptures, commissioned by 
An Lanntair, has also been 
included within this phase of 
works.

Norman A Macdonald, 
chairman of the Iolaire 
Working Group, said: ‘� e 
works to the path are part of 
the ongoing planning for the 
100th commemoration of the 
Iolaire tragedy and will make 
the Iolaire memorial more 
accessible for members of the 
public. We are very pleased to 
have reached this stage and 
look forward to the seeing the 
path works complete later in 
the summer.’

Malcolm MacDonald (Stornoway Historical Society), John 
Bamsey (Breedon Group), Malcolm Burr (comhairle chief 
executive), Alexander Murray (site agent, Breedon Group), 
Councillor Norman A MacDonald and Mike Smith (the 
comhairle’s resident engineer).

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION

HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 
& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

martinboylecontracting@gmail.com

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water approved contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Established 2005  •  Isle of  Jura
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CLAONAIG    TO LOCHRANZA

PLEASE CHECK WWW.CALMAC.CO.UK 
FOR FARES AND FURTHER INFORMATION



�e Oban Times
Thursday 14 June, 2018 FEATURE  21

CLAONAIG    TO LOCHRANZA WELCOME TO
CL AONAIG

Small is beautiful 

A car park, phone box, bus shelter, public loo and a wheelie bin sit alongside the 
slipway at Claonaig at the junction of the B8001 and B842 making up one of the 
smaller CalMac operations. 

An unattended slipway; tickets are bought on board this seasonal ferry.  Don’t 
be fooled: the ferry is a busy one, a vital step in the hopscotch between Arran and 
Islay for tourists and a welcome mile-saver for local businesses.

 Check out: Carradale for caravans and camping, bakery, shops and it has a post 
o�ce and a great choice of quality accommodation and eateries. Skipness has a 
post o�ce and store and a seafood cabin has a huge army of fans. The Skipness 
family ceilidhs are a highlight of the summer.

The journey: the B8001 takes you from Skipness to the A83; B842 is mainly sin-
gle-track to Carradale, hugging the coast with some interesting hills and bends 
and the reward of a wonderful seascape. Be aware: fuel at Lochgilphead and 
Campbeltown, Clachan and Tayinloan; no �lling stations on eastern side of Kintyre.

Hopscotch: Kennacraig for Islay; Campbeltown for Brodick; Tarbert Loch Fyne for 
Portavadie.

per person 
per night

per person 
per night

short break special £75short break special £75
per person 

per night

Offer available 1st May until 30th September ‘18. Prices based on 2 adults sharing a car and a twin/double room. 
Rewards points are not available on this offer. Offer is subject to availability.

best location, best service, best value
Kinloch Hotel,  Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran   www.bw-kinlochhotel.co.uk  Tel:  01770 860444 

• return car & passenger ferry tickets    
• 2 nights bed and breakfast accommodation in a sea facing room  
• Arran Aromatics welcome gift on arrival     
• dinner on the 1st night of your stay (£20 food allocation per person) 

short break special £75
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Discover which outlets are available on 
board by visiting calmac.co.uk/on-board

SHOPPING
ON BOARD?

calmac.co.uk

MACHRIE BOATS

Arran’s most northern village

Across the Kilbrannan sound, the western arm of the Firth of Clyde, lies 
Lochranza, at the head of the loch by the castle. Red deer are often seen 
at the waterside. This is in a National Scenic area.

Check out: The larger partner in this crossing the village of 200-plus is 
home to the Arran Distillery and a number of shops and hotels. There is 
an outdoor centre and youth hostel.  Bus services stop in the village and 
at the slipway.

The journey: The A841 circles the island and is its only A-road, a circuit 
of 55 glorious miles of stunning views. Be aware: fuel at Brodick, Lamlash, 
Whiting Bay and Blackwaterfoot only.

Hopscotch: Brodick for Ardrossan on the mainland and Campbeltown 
(seasonal).

LOCHRANZALOCHRANZA
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Discover which outlets are available on 
board by visiting calmac.co.uk/on-board

SHOPPING
ON BOARD?

calmac.co.uk

MACHRIE BOATS

CLAONAIG TO 
LOCHRANZA

DISTILLERY TOURS & TUTORED TASTINGS

FESTIVAL DAY
SATURDAY 30TH JUNE

www.arranevents.com

Lochranza Distillery Tours
£8.00  45mins & 2 tastings
Seniors 60+ and student concession £7.00, 
children 8 to 17 Free. On the hour at 10am, 11am, 

12pm, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm & 4pm

‘Drop Inn’ Tour  
£4.00
15mins duration including a short film and a 
dram in our Bothy. Ideal if you’re short of time 
and for young families with children under 8 
years old. Subject to availability between tours, 
please ask for details.

Tutored Whisky Tastings
£15.00  45mins including  
a choice of 4 whiskies
Over 18’s only. Also includes a £5 off Malt 
Whisky Voucher. Tastings at 12pm, 2pm and 3pm

Whisky Tasting ‘Flights’
5 different ‘Flights’ of 4 Arran Malt Whiskies 
are always available to taste in Casks Café Bar. 
These are presented with tasting notes, water 
and Arran oatcakes. Various prices, please ask 
for details.

Combined Tour & Tasting Discount Ticket £20.00

www.arranwhisky.com

EVENTS HELD 29TH JUNE - 1ST JULY

Arran TheArranBanner Ad2 124x170mm 050318.indd   1 05/03/2018   10:48
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BUSINESS NEWS
New managing 
partner for 
� rm of lawyers
Christine MacKay, solicitor, has taken 
over as managing partner of MacPhee 
and Partners from Duncan MacPhee, 
who has been in the role throughout 
the � rm’s 22-year history from inception 
in 1996.

Christine is a commercial lawyer who 
comes from Stornoway. She lives with 
her husband and two children in Resi-
pole. She previously was a partner in a 
central belt law � rm where she acted 
for well-known housing developers and 
commercial landlords.

Duncan said: ‘All of our partners are 
certain that, in Christine, we have 
found the right person to take the � rm 
forward. My wife and partner Rosemary 
and I will continue as partners for a few 
years yet and fully support Christine 
and the � rm, which we hope will go 
from strength to strength.’

A new working group will be set up in Argyll 
and Bute to engage closely with the business 
community in a drive to secure the long-term 
prosperity of the region.

Councillors on the Environment, 
Development and Infrastructure Committee 
last � ursday (June 7) agreed a proposal to 
create the Argyll and Bute Business Group, 
which will focus on partnership working and 
building the economy.

� e Argyll and Bute Business Group will play 
an ongoing role in working towards achieving 
common goals and building the economy. 
With work under way on a proposal to secure 
signi� cant funding from the UK and Scottish 
Governments as part of a Rural Growth Deal 
− similar to the City Deals announced for parts 
of Scotland – it is thought that establishing a 
new business group would help make the most 
of the opportunities available through such 
a deal, as well as attracting investment and 
growth through other channels.

Aileen Morton, council leader and policy lead 
for economic development, said: ‘We already 
know that Argyll and Bute is a wonderful place 
to live, work, visit and do business – and we 
are determined to engage with the business 
community for the bene� t of the area as a 
whole and to make sure that message is heard 
loud and clear.

‘� e Argyll and Bute Business Group is being 
set up so that, working in partnership, we can 
make the most of the opportunities to promote 
the area and attract investment.

‘Most of the businesses here in Argyll and 

New business group 
aims to help economy

Bute are small- and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) and it’s important that we engage 
with them as widely as possible to ensure that, 
collectively, we’re doing everything we can to 
support our thriving economy.

‘We are keen that the business community 
plays its part in promoting the area and growing 
the economy and I look forward to seeing the 

Argyll and Bute Business Group taking shape.’
By bringing together leaders of all key sectors 

into a single group, the aim is to ensure that 
clear messages from the private sector are 
developed and understood.

Another function of the business group 
would be to help shape discussions the council 
has with the Scottish and UK Governments.

Councillor Aileen Morton is ‘determined to engage with the business community’.

Duncan MacPhee congratulates 
Christine MacKay.
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Send us your business news by emailing: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Biker James hands over charity 
cheque to Scots air ambulance
Motorcyclist James Millar owes 
his life to an air ambulance heli-
copter crew.

James was involved in a 
horri� c road tra�  c collision in 
August 2015  on the A85 between 
Lochearnhead and Crianlarich 
when a driver pulled across his 
path.  He su� ered two cardiac 
arrests at the scene.

� anks to the air ambulance 
service, he was taken to hospital 
by helicopter where he remained 
for 31 days in either the high 
dependency unit or intensive care 
being treated for his injuries.

Last week, he handed over a 
cheque for £1,000 on behalf of 
Motorcycle Law Scotland (MLS) to 
Scotland’s Charity Air Ambulance 
(SCAA) to support all the work it 
does getting injured motorcyclists 
to hospital as quickly as possible.

James said: ‘� ere is what’s called 
the “golden hour” which is critical 
to the wellbeing of the victims of 
road tra�  c collisions and I know 
that I would not be around today 
if it were not for services such as 
those provided by SCAA.

‘MLS does a lot of fundraising 
for SCAA and, when I found out, 
I wanted to hand over the cheque 
to show my appreciation. I also 
hope that it acts as a reminder to 
others of how vital their service is. 

I’m standing here right now, but it 
could have been so very di� erent 
for me.’

Road tra�  c collisions account 
for 24 per cent of the SCAA’s 
helicopter’s workload. To date, 
the charity has � own to 340 tra�  c 
incidents and of these, 114 (35 per 
cent) involved motorcyclists.

David Craig, chief executive of 
SCAA added: ‘We are very grate-

ful to MLS and to James for their 
donation. 

‘As a charity which relies 100 
per cent on funds from the public, 
it will contribute to the daily 
lifesaving work of SCAA. With 
road tra�  c collisions representing 
a high proportion of all our call-
outs, the support we receive from 
the motorcycling community is 
tremendous.’

Local � rms celebrate winning 
leading food and drink awards
Local � rms have been recog-
nised at the prestigious Scottish 
Food and Drink Awards.

Seafood producer Loch Fyne 
Oysters celebrated its 40th year 
of trading by scooping the top 
prize in the Fish and Seafood 
category.

The awards recognise inno-
vation, enterprise and quality 
among Scottish food and drink 
producers.

Loch Fyne Oysters won 
an award for its Bradan 
Orach smoked salmon, which is 
hand-cured with sea salt, then 
cold smoked in kilns � red by 
oak shavings from whisky casks. 
Bradan Orach is cold-smoked 
for up to 24 hours longer.

Loch Fyne Oysters was also 
shortlisted for Primary Producer 
of the Year and Export Business 
of the Year.

And the Whitehouse 
Restaurant team in Lochaline 
are celebrating after winning 
the best Scottish sourcing 
award at the Scotland Food and 
Drink Excellence Awards 2018, 
which took place on June 7 at 
the Edinburgh International 
Conference Centre.

Sarah Jones, co-owner, said: 
‘We are all thrilled to have won 
this accolade. They judges 
got what the Whitehouse has 
always been about – using 
the very best locally sourced 
Scottish food and drink that we 
can � nd.’

The judges commented: 
‘This is an utterly stand-out 
restaurant and an o� ering that 
Scotland’s food and drink and 
tourism industries can be proud 
of. 

‘A hidden gem.’

The Whitehouse team of Jane Stuart-Smith, Lee Myers, Michael 
Burgoyne and Sarah Jones.

James Millar, paramedics Craig MacDonald and Wendy Jubb, and 
Rod Mitchell, from Motorcycle Law Scotland.
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The Fairlie Album, 1860s by various 
photographers.

When a lady 
at sea loses 
her character100 years of 

photography 
secured for 
the nation

� ere was a story popular many years ago among 
the old salts in David MacBrayne’s � eet of west 
coast steamers (now CalMac) about a party of 
young women from the islands travelling to the 
Clyde in search of employment and potential 
husbands.

During the journey, one of them was re-read-
ing her character reference from the local cler-
gyman, without which she was unlikely to � nd 
work, when a gust of wind blew it out of her hand 
and away it � ew into the Minch.

� e captain, on coming across this otherwise 
gregarious female in a tearful state, inquired 
what the problem was. On being told, he said he 
would provide a replacement. He was at the top 
of the gangway as she was about to disembark 
and, true to his word, handed her a letter written 
on the vessel’s headed-notepaper which read 
simply: ‘� is is to certify that Catriona McNeill 
lost her character while she was aboard this 
vessel.’

Young ladies leaving these islands in search 
of soulmates, or partners, as it would be more 
politically correct to refer to them today, is not 
new.

From the 19th century, when the Raj – the rule 
by Britain in the Indian subcontinent between 
1858 and 1947 – was at its height, hundreds of 
young women,  called the ‘Fishing Fleet’, went 
out every year to � nd husbands among the East 
India Company’s  administrators, soldiers and 
businessmen.

� e East India Company (EIC) paid their 
passage and, if successful in hooking one of their 
employees, gave them an allowance which con-
tinued for life, even if the woman was widowed.

� ese prospective brides, o� en away from 
home for the � rst time, were divided into ‘gen-
tlewomen’ and ‘others’, and were warned that 

if they misbehaved they would be put on a diet 
of bread and water and sent back from whence 
they came. � ose who were rejected by even 
the most desperate company men, also had to 
return to the UK a� er a year, and were known as 
‘Returned Empties’. What a label!

� e largest number of eligible British bachelors 
apparently lived in Madras, which had been 
the centre of trade and industry since the early 
beginnings of the EIC, and was well known as 
the catchment area for the Fishing Fleet.

� e way of life in the Raj, at least for those who 
occupied front seats in the establishment and 
were well aware of the invisible barrier that lay 
between them and those occupying the humbler 
stations, has been well catalogued.

One writer recorded in 1933: ‘Here [in Madras] 
I spent nearly three years of sheer pleasure and 
interest. � ere was the Indian scene to explore 
plus the social pattern of dancing, riding, 
swimming and picnics, mah-jong and amateur 
theatricals, choir singing, trips up country in my 
father’s inspection cars, visits, snipe-shooting, 
paper chasing and rowing on the Adyar river.’

Another wrote in her diary: ‘As most young 
women would notice pretty quickly, there 
was little mixing with Indians, apart from the 
servants in every bungalow. Indeed, it was pos-
sible for many Englishwomen, in particular for 
regimental wives, never to meet anyone Indian 
except their own servants and those of their 
friends.’

It seems extraordinary to us in 2018 that 
such a gulf existed between the two races, and 
that  sophisticated, intelligent, well-educated 
Indians, descended from a civilisation far older 
than that of their overlords, should have been so 
badly treated and had their innate good manners 
taken advantage of.

But, as one of my more le� -wing friends con-
stantly reminds me, it is still thus on some es-
tates in the Highlands.

For those self-imposed exiles, there was one 
saving grace – the Army and Navy Society Stores 
(ANSS) catalogue which kept them in touch 

with what their friends back in old Blighty were 
eating, wearing and using. ‘Blighty’, incidentally, 
is a slang term for Britain or o� en speci� cally 
England. � ough it was used throughout the 
1800s in India to mean an English or British vis-
itor, it was � rst used during the Boer War in the 
speci� c meaning of homeland for the English or 
British, but it was not until the First World War 
that use of the term became widespread.

John Munro, the owner of the Lorn 
Ironmongery and Highland Yacht Depot, Oban, 
whose  advertisements in � e Oban Times in 
the 1900s announced he could provide every 
requirement for a cottage to a castle and a trout 
rod to a steam yacht, was a born entrepreneur, 
but not even he could match this catalogue.

� e ANSS was a department store group in the 
United Kingdom, which originated as a co-op-
erative society formed by a group of army and 
navy o�  cers. � e aim of the co-operative was 
to supply inexpensive but branded goods to its 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern linesMorvern lines

An exceptional collection of historic 
photographs that captures a century of 
life in Scotland is to be shared with the 
public following a special collaboration 
between the National Library of Scotland 
and the National Galleries of Scotland.

More than 14,000 images – dating 
from the earliest days of photography in 
the 1840s through to the 1940s – have 
been jointly acquired with support from 
the Scottish Government, the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and Art Fund.

The collection covers an expansive 
range of subjects – including family 
portraits, working life, street scenes, 
sporting pursuits, shops, trams, 
tenements, mountains and monuments. 
Until now, it was one of the last great 
collections of Scottish photography still 
in private hands.

The collection was put together 
by photography enthusiast Murray 
MacKinnon, who established a chain of 
� lm-processing stores in the 1980s.

The collection contains an exquisite 
view of Loch Katrine by William Henry 
Fox Talbot, who travelled to Scotland in 
the autumn of 1844. 

Talbot was the inventor of the calotype, 
a negative-positive paper process that 
was patented around the world but, 
importantly, not in Scotland, allowing 
for free use and experimentation. As a 
result, early Scottish photographers were 
encouraged to take up the new technol-
ogy, becoming key � gures in developing 
its potential as both document and art 
form within its � rst two decades.
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into our archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

Pictured receiving gifts on her retirement in 1991 is Taynuilt lollipop lady Mrs Jean Gillies, 
who has served the community for 21 years. Also pictured are pupils of Taynuilt Primary 
School, who presented Mrs Gillies with gifts, including a bouquet of � owers. Chief 
Inspector Alex Clark and Police Constable Alex Gray presented Mrs Gillies with a plaque 
from Strathclyde Police.

The former Fort William Senior Secondary School.

members and was based on two earlier models 
– the Civil Service Supply Association and the 
Civil Service Co-operative Society.

� e society leased part of a distillery premises 
in Victoria Street, London, and by February 
1872 it began selling groceries. � e following 
year, it o� ered stationery, a drapery, fancy goods, 
tailoring, a chemist and even a gun department.

� e store was too small for the business so the 
company rented a house next to their warehouse 
and acquired a further warehouse in Johnson 
Place.

By 1876, the business was now o� ering a 
banking department to its members, and had 
expanded internationally by opening stores in 
Paris and Leipzig. Soon it added furniture and 
an estate agent to its business as the society 
continued to grow, so new locations were added.

In 1890, stores were opened in Plymouth and 
Mumbai, India, while in 1891 a further store was 
opened in Karachi. � is Indian adventure con-

tinued with stores opening in Calcutta in 1900 
and others in New Delhi, Shimla and Ranchi in 
the 1930s.

I have a copy of the 1939-40 catalogue and 
price list in front of me. If you think the latest 
online  catalogues are amazing, try borrowing 
this illustrated 1,127-page beauty from your 
local library.

� ere are several thousand items for sale from 
� shing tackle, tropical canteens, hunting, polo 
and racing saddlery, card games, photographic 
equipment, toys, binoculars, garden pavilions, 
carpets, tooth brushes, para�  n lamps and radi-
ators, oatmeal soup, skis, toboggans and skates, 
bed pans and even a moth eradication service.

Reading this magni� cent book reminds us 
what this country was capable of producing and 
why it once led the world in the supply industry. 
Argos, J D Williams, Littlewoods, House of 
Bath, Debenhams, House of Bruar and Amazon 
– eat your heart out!

Left, the MV Lochbroom at Laudale Pier in 1960;  the SS Handa 
at the head of Loch Sunart circa 1890; and John Munro, Lorn 
Ironmongery, Oban, letterhead 1913. Photographs: Iain Thornber
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take photo-
graphs so we are happy to create this 
space to showcase local people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph 
you would like to see published here, 

simply send it to editor@obantimes.
co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that 
mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is factually 
incorrect, please email: editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or write 
the Editor at The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on 
this page. However we reserve the right to 
shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith.  A daytime phone number is also 
required for veri� cation. Anonymous letters 
or those supplied without a contact phone 
number will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write 
to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Well done to those 
behind Oban Live
Thousands of people � ocked to 
Moss� eld Stadium on Friday and 
Saturday for Oban Live… and they were 
treated to a brilliant weekend of musical 
entertainment.

The two-day celebration of principally 
Scots trad music was, of course, blessed 
with an outstanding weekend of 
weather.

But the music was the real star of the 
show, with a superb line-up of acts, the 
majority of them from the Highlands and 
Islands.

From young Kathleen Robertson, who 
opened the event having won The Oban 
Times’s Oban Unsigned competition, to 
the amazing climax with Skerryvore and 
Oban High School Pipe Band members, 
the whole festival was a resounding 
success.

What also makes Oban Live such 
an amazing concert is the wonderful 
atmosphere, with a great ambience and 
people of all ages coming together to 
celebrate Scots and Gaelic culture.

All this, however, does not just happen 
by accident. A huge amount of work 
goes into the organisation of such a 
mammoth undertaking.

And that aforementioned ambience 
is aided in no small measure by 
the emergency services and other 
onsite sta�  who keep everyone safe and 
supplied with food and refreshments.

The organisers deserve the highest of 
praise for their e� orts and they will now 
take a very well-deserved break before 
beginning the planning of next year’s 
Oban Live.

We can’t wait!

Hot weather is far from 
‘brilliant’ for some of us
People keep saying: ‘Hope you are all enjoying 
this brilliant weather.’

What brilliant weather?
If they are referring to this horri� c heat as 

‘brilliant’, then let me assure you that at least 
one of us hates it. What I call ‘brilliant weath-
er’ is snow and frost but unfortunately Oban 
missed out on all that lovely snow enjoyed by 
the rest of Scotland in March.

As far as I am concerned, the colder it is, 
the better I like it. Furthermore, I long for the 
good old days when I could a� ord to go to 
Australia in July when it is winter there.

I am in a bad mood because a� er a week of 
buses not running due to road works (tra�  c 
was diverted but West Coast Motors decided 
at the last minute that the diversionary route 
was not suitable for buses), and then the buses 
were again not running for three days due to 
roads being closed for Oban Live.

� ose who plan these things have no con-
sideration for those who become ill when they 
cannot go out due to claustrophobia. Nobody 
bothers to display notices at bus stops and 
there was nothing on the West Coast Motors 
website about buses being cancelled.

David Gallant,
Oban.

There is not enough room 
for two lanes of tra�  c
Concerning the repairs allegedly scheduled 
for the Nevis Bank roundabout area (Lochaber 
Times, June 7), I very much doubt if there is 
enough room for two lanes of tra�  c heading 
north past the Nevis Bank Hotel; you have the 
hotel and various other buildings on one side 
of the road and a river on the other.

� e actual bridge (that I believe is now a listed 
structure, which apparently means there is not 
a lot, if anything, that can be done structurally 
with it) was built around 80 years ago, when 
vehicles were not nearly the size they are now 
and the volume of tra�  c was much lighter.

From what I’ve seen, a lot of the problem is 
caused by vehicles travelling south having to 
stop and give way to big vehicles such as ar-
ticulated lorries manoeuvring onto the bridge 
on their way north, so my suggestion would 
be to do away with one or both of the pedes-
trian pavements on the bridge, and either 
divert pedestrians over the old bridge on the 
upstream side of the road bridge, or else build 
a new footbridge for them on the downstream 
side of it.

Davie Kerr,
Ferry Reach, Onich.

Relying on The Oban Times 
for all the news
I do so like the new format of � e Oban Times.

I had been � nding the old-style paper 
cumbersome and had been wishing it was 
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in a smaller size, so my wish has come true. 
I have been a regular weekly reader of � e 
Oban Times (and the Squeak!) for the past 65 
years and, in fact, was your local Inveraray 
correspondent in the 1950s and 1960s when I 
lived and worked in Inveraray in my father’s 
grocer’s shop (J & NE Campbell), which busi-
ness also provided a mobile shop and delivery 
service long before the modern supermarkets 
thought of it.

Now that I no longer live in Argyll, I almost 
totally rely on your papers for all the Argyll 
and Isles news. Long may you keep up the 
good work.

Margaret Fisher,
Bearsden.

Disappointed at change to 
new compact format
My family and I have read � e Oban Times 
for many generations. It is a very special news-
paper in the format it was printed as a broad-
sheet, as it kept something of the ‘heart’ of the 

areas and the people it covered. We are not of 
the cities, but of the Highlands and Islands of 
Scotland, and we are di� erent. � e new format 
newspaper doesn’t have that special touch, of 
opening the big pages and poring over them to 
see what is going on.

I realise time moves on and things change, 
but I much prefer the old format.

It will now just sit in the newspaper stands 
with the rest of the papers and not stand out 
like it used to.

I am sorry to say, but I think you have lost 
something very special of the heart of the 
Highlands.

Margaret Lindsay,
by email.

Motorhomes dump waste 
irresponsibly on Islay
I was very angry to hear from local residents 
in Portnahaven that their recycling bins have 
been used by numerous motorhomes for dis-
posing of general waste, including food.
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Fort William. This week’s photograph 
shows Croabh Haven’s marina from 
the air and was sent to us by Roger 
Barrett, which, he says, was taken with 
a CAA-registered legal drone.

Social Media

Oban Live was widely hailed as a 
fantastic success.
Jocky Martin: ‘Well done all the 
organizers, bands and events sta� , you 
smashed it  again, events getting bigger 
and better each year, crowd were 
totally awesome also have to mention 
Oban’s � nest (police) here with there 
enthusiastic common sense approach 
to the event and getting into the spirit 
of it all.’
Fiona MacDonald: ‘Fantastic 2 days, 
great music and what a fabulous way 
to get the family together....well done 
everyone and can’t wait for Oban Live 
2019.’
Nick Edgington: ‘Loved it! Fantastic 
organisation, friendly sta�  & brilliant 
music! The whole family had smiles on 
their faces from start to � nish! Thank 
you Oban Live! Can’t wait for next year!’
Denise Stephenson: ‘Amazing 
festival line up. Fantastic atmosphere...
especially for our 7 year old daughter 
who danced her socks o� ...She is a 
massive Skerryvore fan. Thank you 
Oban Live and well done.’
Ann Mckay Martin: ‘Great event, well 
organised & incredibly good weekend! 
Well done Oban live, recognition also to 
oban police for keeping everyone safe 
& participating in community spirit, well 
done everyone.’

Police o�  cers keeping everyone safe 
also joined in the fun with face paints.

USEFUL CONTACTS
POLICE
999 or 101
FIRE
999
Oban: 01631 569995
Fort William: 01397 707670
HOSPITALS
Lorn & Islands Hospital
01631 567500
Belford Hospital: 
01397  702481
NHS 24
111 or 0845 424 2424
NEW HOPE
2 Soroba Road
01631 565730
LOCHABER FOODBANK
01397 700212 
or 07421 087463
DENTAL
Oban: 01631 567500
Fort William: 
01397 709865  
SOCIAL WORK
Oban (out of hours):

01631 566491 
or 01631 569712
Fort William: 0845 601 4813 
(child); 0800 902 0042 (adult)
RAPE CRISIS
Oban: 0800 121 4685 
(Wednesday to Friday)
ADDICTION SUPPORT
Oban: 01631 571294
Fort William: 01397 700944
Drinkline: 0800 7314 314
CHILDLINE SCOTLAND
0800 1111
CHILD DEATH HELPLINE
0800 282 986 
or 0808 800 6019
VICTIM SUPPORT
 08 08 16 89 111
SAMARITANS
08457 90 90 90
ALZHEIMER SCOTLAND
0808 808 3000
Oban: 01631 570614
WOMEN’S AID
Oban: 01631 567089

BREATHING SPACE
0800 83 85 87
SHELTER SCOTLAND
0808 800 4444
SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Boots, George Street, 
Oban: 01631 562517
ROADS
Defect on trunk road: 
0800 028 1414
Other: www.argyll-bute. 
gov.uk/road-faults
LIGHTING
Report a lighting fault: 
0800 37 3635
Defect on trunk route: 
01738 448600
ELECTRICITY
Power cut? Call 105; North 
of Scotland: 0800 072 7282
GAS
Scottish Gas: 0800 111 999
WATER
Scottish Water Customer  
Helpline: 0800 0778 778

Bidh cuimhne aig cuid 
agaibh nuair a thòisich am 
prògram Aithris na Maidne 
air Rèidio nan Eilean an 
toiseach, bhiodh iomradh 
ga chraoladh air na leana-
banan a bh’ air an ùr bh-
reith ann an ospadail nan 
Eileanan Siar. Sgeulachd 
thogarrach le dearbhadh 
gun robh ginealach ùr a’ 
tighinn. 

Bha seo cuideachd ri 
chluinntinn air taobh an 
iar tìr-mòr agus bha co-
imhearsnachdan an sin a’ 
farchluais mar gum biodh 
air sgìre nan eilean, agus 
nuair a sgaoil am prògram 
gu ruige na Gàidhealtachd 
air fad cha ghabhadh leithid 
de fhiosrachadh a thoirt 
dha sgìre cho farsaing. 

Gu mì-fhortanach tha 
sinn uile ro eòlach air fios-
rachadh thiodhlacaidhean 
a chluinntinn gach darach a 
mhadainn, dearbhadh gun 
do chailleadh sàr Ghàidheal 
neo bana-Ghàidheal eile 
agus cha b’ iongnadh ged 
a bhithte a’ caoidh a’ chall 
dhan dualchas cho math ri 
call an neach fhèin a th’ air 
falbh.

Tha argamaid ann gum 
bheil leithid seo de fhi-
osrachadh air Rèidio nan 
Gàidheal, feumail agus gum 
bheil e, gu ìre fo-mhoth-
achail ag innse dhuinn 

gum bheil sinn a’ call ar 
cuid dhaoine ‘s gun aithris 
sam bith air ùrachadh 
sluaigh gus an dealbh sin a 
chothromachadh.

Canaidh cuid gur e gòra-
iche tha seo agus gum bheil 
an t-seirbheis fiosrachaidh 
a tha ga lìbhrigeadh ann an 
Gàidhlig co-ionnan ris na 
tha a’ tachairt sa Bheurla. 
Ach feumar aideachadh 
gum bheil coimhearsnachd 
na Gàidhlig lag agus 
feumach air altram shònra-
ichte gus a leasachadh. 

Mar a tha Plana 
Nàiseanta na Gàidhlig ag 
aithneachadh, tha ath-bhe-
othachadh a’ chànain 
anns na h-eileanan, agus 
anns na sgìrean eile anns 
am bheil freumhan aice 
fhathast, an urra ri òigridh 
a ghleidheadh le cothroman 
cosnaidh agus taighean a 
bhith anns na h-àitichean 
sin dhaibh. 

Rinn mi toileachas mòr air 
an t-seachdain seo chaidh 
cluinntinn mu thoradh 
rannsachaidh a chaidh a 
dhèanamh feadh Uibhist 
agus Beinn na Fadhla a 
tha a’ sealltainn gum bheil 
àireamh nan daoine òga an 
sin a’ dol am meud eadar na 
bheil a’ fuireach an dèidh 
na sgoile fhàgail, na bheil a’ 
tilleadh le companach is ‘s 
dòcha clann òg a dhèanamh 

am beò-shlaint ann, agus 
cuid gun cheangal sam bith 
ris an àite a tha a’ gluasad 
ann.  

‘S e dealbh mhisneachail 
da-rìribh a tha a’ nochdadh 
ged nach biodh ann ach 
am fiosrachadh air mar a 
tha  buill Chomataidhean 
Ionaltraidh aig tuath agus 
deas ginealach nas òige 
san fharsaingeachd na bha 
iad deich bliadhna air ais, 
agus cuideachd gum bheil 
àireamh nan leanabanan 
gam breith air fàs gu mòr. 

Leis an t-sluagh òg seo 
a’ togail na Gàidhlig agus 
an dualchas ‘s e f ìor naid-
heachd a th’ ann!  Tuilleadh 
neirt dhaibh, agus abair 
eisimpleir dhòchasach dha 
sgìrean eile!  

Recent research in Uist and 
Benbecula shows a most 
encouraging growth in the 
young economically active 
sector of the community.

Combined with a rise in 
the birth rate and an enthu-
siastic adoption of Gaelic 
language and culture this 
is excellent news for these 
islands and an exciting 
example for other areas.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) ailean@

obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

The Oban Times 
is the best-selling 
weekly newspaper in 
the Highlands and is 
distributed via 1,742 
newsagents every 
week.
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I have visited the recycling bins site in 
Portnahaven and spoken to constituents in 
person about this and I can con� rm that 
unfortunately, Portnahaven’s recycling bins 
are full of general waste.

� is is as unacceptable as it is disrespectful. I 
have contacted the appropriate department at 
the council and asked for an investigation to 
be done and I asked for some additional signs 
for the bins area.

I made it very clear that my constituents 
should not lose their recycling facilities as a 
result of their bins being misused by someone 
else.

I will continue to monitor this situation 
and provide an update as soon as I have more 
information.

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Concern over safety 
on Bealach an Righ
Serious concerns have been put to Argyll 

and Bute Council over the safety of walkers, 
cyclists and vehicles when passing Bealach an 
Righ in Oban.

Two metres from the main A85 road, over-
hanging rocks, trees and a cavernous cle�  
along the rock-face for at least 50 metres are in 
a perilous condition.

� e recent hot spell when combined with 
torrential downpours of rain that will have 
entered and continue to cause and open 
� ssures and crevices in the already crumbling 
and unstable rock, which will eventually fall.

Everyone should be aware of these dangers 
before someone gets hurt.

On a di� erence subject, I am very impressed 
by the new format Oban Times and its general 
layout which seems easier to read. Out with 
the old and in with the new. 

� e future of � e Oban Times is bright and 
still has the always constructive comments 
and ideas from Martin Laing in his At 
Random column.

Congratulations!
Stephen Jones,
by email.
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DISTRICT NEWS
APPIN

 � e 61st Appin Agricultural Show 
will be held on Saturday August 18.

A highlight of the day will be 
the hill race, which sets o�  from 
Tynribbie at 1pm.

� ere will be prizes of £100, £50 
and £25 for the � rst three runners in 
the men’s and women’s events.
 Strath of Appin Primary School’s 
summer fair takes place on Friday 
June 22 from 4.30pm to 6.30pm, 
with a bottle stall, baking, bric-a-
brac, games and more.
 Appin Art Group is hosting a free 
exhibition in Port Appin Hall from 
Wednesday July 18 to Saturday July 
28, excluding Sunday July 22.

� e display will be open to the 
public from 10.30am until 6pm, 
apart from the last day, when it will 
� nish at 4pm.

An Islay bed and breakfast has be-
come Scotland’s � rst two-star gold 
accommodation following a grading 
from VisitScotland.

Anchorage B&B, on the shores of 
Lochindaal in Bruichladdich, re-

ISLAY

Anne Tait with VisitScotland 
regional director David Adams 
McGilp. Photograph: Visit Scotland. 

ceived the award from the national 
tourism organisation’s Quality 
Assurance (QA) Scheme in recog-
nition of its outstanding customer 
service.

� e Anchorage is an early 19th 
century stone built house and has 
been lived in by owner Anne Tait 
since she was two years old. Despite 
moving away to study nursing, it 
was always her home and she moved 
back to open it as a B&B in 1990.

Anne said: ‘I’m delighted to receive 
this wonderful recognition from 
VisitScotland. I do my upmost to 
ensure the needs of my guests are 
met so it’s great to see the hard work 
has paid o�  with this award.’

Arrochar Community Hydro 
was o�  cially opened last month 
by Sir Malcolm Colquhoun of 
Luss, chairman of Luss Estates 
Company, joined by Paul 
Wheelhouse MSP, Minister for 
Business, Innovation and Energy, 
and pupils from Arrochar 
Primary School.

Project contractors explained 
how the scheme works and that 
income will go to Luss and Arden 
Development Trust and Arrochar 
and Tarbet Development Trust.

Arrochar Community Hydro 
scheme was initially proposed by 
Luss Estates Company to enable 
residents to generate income to 
reinvest in their communities.

Sir Malcolm Colquhoun said: 
‘In October 2013 we put the 
idea of a community hydro to 
Arrochar and Tarbet and Luss 
and Arden development trusts. 
I am delighted this initiative has 
come to fruition and wish the 
venture well. It o� ers a unique 

chance to raise funding to 
invest in the local community.  I 
congratulate everyone involved 
in delivering this scheme  with 
particular thanks to Duncan 
MacLachlan for driving the 
overall project.’

Duncan MacLachlan, chairman 
of Arrochar Community Hydro 
Society, said: ‘With great help 
and support from everyone, we 
have completed our project. We 
recognise the generous � nancial 
support from ethical funders 
throughout the UK and the 22 
other community renewable 
energy projects who took up our 
community share o� er in July 
2017.

‘Construction started in 
September 2017 and was 
completed in March 2018, despite 
challenging weather and last 
minute issues with the Scottish 
and Southern Energy cable 
passing under the West Highland 
railway.’

Loss of mobile phone signal is caus-
ing major disruption for residents of 
Uig on the Isle of Lewis.

Politicians are calling on the mo-
bile phone operator to take action.

� e poor signal for EE customers is 
caused by ongoing works to upgrade 
the mast to a 4G service.

Angus MacNeil said: ‘� is situa-
tion with EE has been ongoing for 
several months and my constituents 
are fed up by the lack of commu-
nication from the mobile phone 
operator. I understand progress is 
expected to be made this week but 
I will be maintaining pressure on 
EE to sort this out. A mobile phone 
signal is so important to communi-
ties, particularly in the busy tourist 
season. � ese communities are not 
getting the service they deserve and 
the service which customers are 
paying for.’

Alasdair Allan MSP said: ‘To go a 
month without any mobile reception 
and to be given no idea of what the 
problem is or when it will be � xed is 
an intolerable situation to place Uig 
residents into.’

John Maciver, chairman of Uig 
Community Council said: ‘� e 
situation in Uig is a shambles. We 
have had no mobile signal for almost 
a month without any information 
from EE. We are vulnerable should 
there be an emergency in such a 
remote community.’

 

E IGG

An abandoned seal pup has been 
� own to Glasgow by Loganair.

� e two-week old pup was rescued 
by local vet David Buckland on 
Eriskay in the Western Isles.

� e baby seal, accompanied by 
the vet from the Southern Isles 
Veterinary Practice, � ew from 
Benbecula to Glasgow before being 
transferred to the Scottish Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animal’s (SSPCA) National Wildlife 
Rescue Centre in Alloa.

David has been taking care of the 
pup since Friday June 1 a� er � nding 
her malnourished and in serious 
need of care. It’s not known what 
happened to her mother.

Once � t to � y, the pup was � own, 
free of charge, by Loganair to con-
tinue her recovery with the team at 
the SSPCA centre.

Loganair managing director 
Jonathan Hinkles said: ‘It was a 
pleasure to make arrangements to 
� y the baby seal pup to Glasgow and 
make sure she was given � rst-class 
service for her � rst time on board an 
aircra� . � e Highlands and Islands 
is our heartland and we’re always 
glad to help where we can.’

SSPCA centre manager Colin 
Seddon said: ‘We have received a 
young female harbour seal at our 
centre in Fishcross. She seems to be 
in reasonably good health. She was 
found on a beach in Eriskay and 

Children from Arrochar Primary School, Sir Malcolm Colquhoun, 
chairman of Luss Estates Company, Paul Wheelhouse MSP, Minis-
ter for Business, Innovation and Energy, and Duncan MacLachlan, 
chairman of Arrochar Community Hydro. 

Arrochar community 
hydro scheme opens

WESTERN ISLES

The young pup, less than a 
fortnight old, was rescued by vet 
David Buckland on Eriskay. 
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Time for ACHA to act
There are few things more dispiriting than 
inconsiderate neighbours.

This point was brought home for me by a 
letter I received from someone pleading for 
me to intervene on such an example.

The letter, which was anonymous, de-
scribed a fairly typical residential street in 
Oban – ‘all terraced houses with back and 
front gardens’, with ‘some privately owned 
while the rest are ACHA [Argyll Community 
House Association] properties’ – without 
saying where it is.

The correspondent added: ‘My neigh-
bours and myself are at our wits’ end.’

He or she goes on to say that all the afore-
mentioned gardens are well maintained 
with the exception of two, the tenant of 
one of which has not lifted a hand in more 
than a year to tidy up the garden, while the 
other has left it untouched for � ve months. 

The letter writer adds that he or she has 
written to and telephoned ACHA on a 
number of occasions but there has been no 
action, other than sympathy.

These situations are not uncommon, but 
come on ACHA, help to get this sorted out.

Brilliant Oban Live
I was lucky enough to be at the launch 
event for Oban Live in the distillery last 
Thursday and then to be at both days of the 
fantastic music fest on Friday and Saturday.

I was shanghaied into attempting to 
produce some video of the � rst day – espe-
cially the Oban Unsigned winner, Kathleen 
Robertson – which can now be viewed on 
our website (just go to www.obantimes.
co.uk) thanks to the adroit editing skills of 
my colleague Stephen Day.

Kathleen was a delight to meet and I owe 
thanks to her for being a willing subject 
and to all the other sta�  behind the festival, 
particularly Pauline Cli� ord.

As with last year, the whole thing was a 
fabulous celebration of trad music and our 
Highland culture. 

Oban was buzzing with people and a 
brilliant vibe all weekend. 

I tip my tile to everyone who made this 
happen.

� What do you think? Write to me at 
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB, or 
call 01631 568021.

MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

At random

� e chances of winning the 
National Lottery jackpot is 
one in 13,983,816, but the 
luckiest winner of a new 
Hebridean lottery, who lives 
on Uist, has already won three 
times.

Organisers say it is giving 
a bigger percentage – 60 per 
cent – back to the community 
than any other lottery.

Most recently, the Uist 
Council of Voluntary 
Organisations (UCVO) 
presented Sgoil Lionacleit 
Pipe Band with £1,306 a� er 
Balivanich Playpark received 
£1,362 earlier this year.

Both awards were raised by 
the Western Isles Lifestyle 
Lottery (WILL), where 60p 
of every £1 ticket bought over 
three months is returned 

to local causes. Since it 
launched in August, the 
hugely successful lottery 
has raised £35,236.26 for 
projects across the Western 
Isles. Winners among the 
islands’ 28,000 residents 
have shared prizes totalling 
£14,108.25. � e Uist Council 
of Voluntary Organisations 
will soon announce who the 
next period of funding will be 
allocated to. � e nominated 
group will receive all proceeds 
from ticket sales raised 
between April 1 and August 
31.

A UCVO spokeperson said: 
‘� e more supporters who buy 
tickets, the more money can 
be returned to the area.’

� e draw takes place every 
Saturday evening at 8pm.

appeared to be dehydrated. Harbour 
seals are vulnerable and we will be 
keeping a close eye on her. We also 
received a male harbour seal of 
around the same age from the Isle 
of Eigg. He has improved overnight 
but will require round the clock care 
over the coming days.

‘Having two pups in at the same 
time is great for socialisation and the 
pair will be reared together. When 
they are ready to go back into the 
wild we will release them together at 
a suitable location on the west coast.’

Loganair has launched a compe-
tition on social media to name the 
pups.

COLL

Coll’s population doubled on 
Monday when the SS Waverley 
pulled into the CalMac ferry 
terminal. Pupils from Arinagour 
Primary School enjoyed a trip 
aboard.

Scottish dancing classes take to the 
� oor every Monday at Loch Awe 
Village Hall from 7.30pm. Beginners 
welcome. No experience or partner 
needed.

 Community councillors are ap-
plying to the Calor Gas Community 
Fund but need help in a public vote.

� e group posted on its Facebook 
page: ‘Our scheme is now subject 
of a voting competition with other 
applications from all around the 
country. � ose with most votes will 
have the highest chance of success. 
Some schemes are based in commu-
nities with a lot larger populations 
so we will have to work harder to get 
the votes in.’

� e website explains more about 
the project: ‘� e boundary to the 
car park is de� ned, to the north, by 
a fast � owing stream - the Lusragan 
Burn. A thin metal fence marks this 
boundary but the fence o� ers no 
protection from the stream and is 
now deemed unsafe.

‘Our project is to replace the fence 
and its foundations with a new 
structure. We plan to install a crash 
barrier along the boundary where 
there is the steepest drop into the 
burn. � is will involve building 
proper foundations and stabilising 
parts of the retaining wall. We will 
also erect a two metre fence to pre-
vent access to the burn.

‘You can cast 10 votes and please 
also get friends, family and hall 
users to vote too.’
 Connel Church hall hosts summer 
lunches on the � rst Saturday of 
every month, noon to 2pm, serving 
soup, rolls, home baking, teas and 

CONNEL

co� ee. Donations are welcome.
 Connel’s village hall’s rear car 
park is in urgent need of costly 
safety improvements.

LOCH AWE

KILMORE

ISLAY

� e Kilmore 100 Club winners  for 
June were as follows: £100 Lord 
Denholm, £200 M Gri�  n.

Come along to Kilmore Hall on 
Saturday June 30 from noon to 2pm 
for soup ’n sweet. Everyone welcome.  
Entry is £5 and includes soup, a roll, 
sweet, tea and co� ee.

Pipe Major Donald Ban MacDonald, Sheena Stewart, 
UCVO manager, and Andrew Veitch Walker, UCVO director. 
Photograph: Iain Stephen Morrison, editor of Am Paipear. 

The luck of the Uists

Islay Quilters 100 Club winners for 
May were: 1 Charlotte Clark; 2 Pat 
Jones; 3 Joan Weir. To join the 100 
Club, email enquiries@islayquilters.
org.uk  or call 810476.

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

THE IDEAL GIFT... Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM
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Snap up a 
nature prize
With its mission of exploring, conserving 
and explaining the world of plants for a 
better future, the Royal Botanic Garden 
Edinburgh (RBGE) places importance on 
encouraging greater public engagement 
with nature. 

From now until the end of October, the 
rallying call is to take your camera out 
and about – wherever you are – and send 
the results for entry in a prestigious new 
photography competition.

From Scrabster to Scremerston, entries 
are being sought from around Britain 
and beyond for the Friends of RBGE 
Photography Competition 2018.

With seven categories ranging from 
Plant Portrait and Abstract to Young 
Photographer, for under 17-year-olds, 
there should be something of interest for 
every photographer.  

While images of the organisation’s own 
four gardens are welcome, there is no 
obligation for them to be included in 
entries as this year’s competition has no 
geographic boundaries.

With a top prize of £1,000 and category 
wins of £250, the competition is being 
supported by Brewin Dolphin, Bonaccord 
and Jessops. Its aim is to attract amateur 
and professional photographers whether 
or not they already know RBGE and its 
work.

The 2018 photography competition is 
now open for entries and runs until Oc-
tober 31. All funds raised will be used to 
support the garden’s world-class research 
and horticulture conservation work in 
Britain and more than 30 countries. 

As well as the top prize of £1,000 and 
individual category prizes of £250, all 
shortlisted entries will appear in an 
exhibition at RBGE’s Edinburgh site in 
early 2019 and there will be opportunities 
for winning entries to be part of RBGE’s 
350th anniversary year calendar in 2020 
as well as  images being transferred into 
canvasses by Jessops. To enter and � nd 
all terms and conditions visit Photogra-
phy at www.rbge.org.uk

� e Mull-based Hebridean Whale and 
Dolphin Trust has launched a new way for 
businesses to help secure the future of the west 
coast’s cetaceans.

� e initiative will also protect the Hebrides’ 
globally important marine environment, and 
its � rst partner is the Argyll-based Majestic 
Line.

To mark its 25th anniversary next year, 
the trust is seeking 25 businesses to become 
corporate partners. Coastal communities 
throughout the West Coast are brimming with 
creative businesses and entrepreneurial spirit, 
many of which are invested in marine heritage.

Gemma Paterson, from Hebridean Whale 
and Dolphin Trust (HWDT), said: ‘� is ini-
tiative o� ers businesses an opportunity to get 
involved and support our research, education 
work and engagement with local communities.

‘We’re delighted to strengthen our relation-
ship with the Majestic Line, which shares 
our commitment to the Hebridean marine 
environment and its wildlife. We look forward 
to working with other like-minded businesses 
that seek to demonstrate genuine environmen-
tal awareness and responsibility, and make an 
annual donation to support our work.’

� e Majestic Line’s � eet of vessels operate 
from Oban and o� er exclusive cruises within 
the Hebrides, regularly encountering a wealth 
of marine wildlife.

� e company has been working with HWDT 
for several years, contributing to its research 
by reporting sightings of cetaceans – the 
collective name for whales, dolphins and 
porpoises – and by ensuring it operates re-
sponsibly around marine wildlife.

� e company’s � eet of three vessels includes 
two beautifully-restored wooden-hulled 
� shing trawlers – Glen Massan and Glen 
Tarsan – that are an iconic sight in Oban and 
throughout the Hebrides.

Andy � oms, director of � e Majestic Line, 
added: ‘I am delighted to be strengthening our 

Trust signs deal 
with cruise fi rm

The Majestic Line’s three 
vessels in Oban Bay.

partnership with HWDT and we are honoured 
that the Majestic Line has been selected as its 
� rst corporate partner. We are indebted to the 
trust for the conservation work it does and for 
the education sessions it provides for both our 
crews and guests.’

As well as helping to safeguard the seas and 
cetaceans, bene� ts for businesses joining up 
will include publicity and exposure, strength-
ened corporate social and environmental 
responsibility, and opportunities to engage 
with the trust’s active supporters.

� e HWDT is based at Tobermory and has 
been leading the way for the conservation of 
whales, dolphins and porpoises for more than 
two decades. 

Its research – primarily conducted from 

its specialised research yacht Silurian – has 
advanced understanding of species that visit 
seasonally or are resident in the Hebrides.

� e charity’s scienti� c � ndings are provided 
to the Scottish Government to inform protec-
tion measures for minke whales, Risso’s dol-
phins, harbour porpoises and basking sharks.

� e HWDT also works directly with com-
munities to encourage stewardship of the seas. 
Its education programmes reach out to more 
than 20,000 people each year – highlighting 
the importance of the marine environment 
and encouraging people to take responsibility 
for protecting it.

For details about the corporate partnership 
scheme, contact Gemma Paterson at gemma.
paterson@hwdt.orgor see www.hwdt.org
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LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
before hand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible and 
people can try before they buy. Further 
information at www.lochaberand-
lorn-ramblers.org.uk. Lochaber and 
Lorn Ramblers Group can be contacted 
by email on info@lochaberandlorn-ram-
blers.org.uk.
Sunday June 17
Glen� nnan Viaduct Circuit
Start at Callop CP, NM923792. Head NW 
on the forestry track. After 1.2km at 
NM916800, take the path on the right 
to a promontory which gives views 
of Callop River. Return to the road, 
continue W for 130m and take the path 
on right at NM915800. 

Return to road and continue W. At 
the bend in road, NM910801, look for a 
signpost to right for hilltop view. Follow 
this short path, which climbs to a third 
promontory with view of the hills to the 
N and W. Return to the road then turn 
almost immediately NW to follow the 
signposted path to the visitor centre 
along a boardwalk. On reaching the 
main A830 road, follow it NW across 
the bridge over the River Finnan and 
turn immediately NE on to the estate 
road into Glen Finnan. Just before the 
viaduct, at a signpost to Glen� nnan 
Station, take the path leading up hill 
and passing under the viaduct. The 
path descends to station. Cross the track 
carefully and follow road downhill to 
the A830. 

Turn right and take � rst road on 
opposite side signposted Pier which 
heads SW downhill. Turn S at road 
junction then E to reach the pier at 
NM901804. Turn N and walk along the 
shore of the loch, with houses on the 
left, to pass in front of the Glen� nnan 
Hotel. Turn E at the road and follow it to 
the A830. Recross the bridge over the 
River Finnan and retrace the outward 
route back to Callop

Grade: L; Distance: 10km; Height to 
climb: 250m Map(s): LR40, EX398; Meet 
at Fort William Woollen Mill at 10.30am. 
Start at 11am. Leader: Marion Moir 
07427 830341.
Thursday June 21
Bidean nam Bian, Glen Coe
A classic mountain walk up the W 
face of Aonach Dubh on Dinnertime 
Buttress, over Stob Coire
nan Lochan and Bidean nam Bian, 
descending into Coire nam Beith. 

Follow the path S by the Allt Coire 
nam Beithach. Cross the burn at approx. 
NN139560 and head E up the steep 
slope towards the buttress between 

the � rst and second gullies on the W 
face of Aonach Dubh. A path becomes 
fainter higher up on steeper vegetated 
ground. The rock quality improves at 
the rhyolite band, which provides a 
good scramble up the right-hand side 
of a prominent cleft in the centre of the 
buttress. Exposed scrambling may be 
avoided here by trending rightwards 
into the second gulley, which is 
followed up into a small coire under 
the skyline. Climb out of the coire and 
visit the summit of Aonach Dubh, 892m, 
then head up the N ridge of Stob Coire 
nan Lochan to its summit, 1115m. From 
here, take the SW ridge to the col and 
climb to the summit of Bidean nam 
Bian, 1150m. From the summit of Bidean 
nam Bian, head W, then N to reach the 
summit of Stob Coire nam Beith 1107m. 
Descend W before curving NW to a 
small col with a cairn just S of a spot 
height 907m, at NN134547. Turn E and 
descend steeply on a path into Coire 
nam Beith. Continue the descent N to 
exit at Achnambeithach.

Grade: S; Distance: 9km; Height to 
climb: 1248m; Map(s): LR41, EX384; Meet 
at Glencoe village car park at 9.15am, for 
start of walk at 9.30am. Leader: Andrew 
Gilbert 07808 924722
NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Please see full walk details at www.
nevishillwalking.club. If anyone would 
like to go out on the walk please 
contact club secretary Suzanne 
Theobald on 01397 701783 or email 
enquiries@nevishillwalking.club.
Saturday June 16
An Socach, An Riabhachan, Sgurr na 
Lapaich, Carn nan Gobhar, Cannich
Four possible Munros. Hopefully, a boat 
will have been hired (details to follow) 
to take you from the
dam on Loch Mullardoch to Benula 
Lodge. From here, go west on a stalkers’ 
path towards Coire Mhaim
and climb the SE ridge of An Socach. 
You are now on the main range of hills 
between Glen Strathfarrar
and Glen Cannich. Head east over the 
west and SW tops of An Riabhachan, 
over the summit to the east
top, where there is a steep rocky 
face above Loch Beag and Loch Mor. 
Continue over the col to Sgurr na
Lapaich and then Carn na Gobhar, the 
� nal Munro. Descend the south ridge 
over Mullach na Maoile to the loch side 
and back to the dam. Without a boat 
means an extra walk of 8.5km with 
220m ascent along the north shore of 
the loch on a fairly good path

Distance: 20km; ascent: 1800m. Sug-
gested by  Robert Paterson and Fiona 
Wild, coordinated by Liz Stevenson.

Swimmers urged to stay safe 
in water during summer 
People are being urged to stay safe 
and not take risks around rivers, 
reservoirs and lochs this summer.

Scottish Water is also calling 
for children and parents to take 
particular care during the sum-
mer  holidays and any spells of 
warm weather.

Latest � gures from the National 
Water Safety Forum show that, in 
2017, a total of 255 people drowned 
in the UK, 46 of which were in 
Scotland.

Scottish Water’s call for people 
to stay safe in and around water 
has been echoed by Olympic  and 
Commonwealth Games swimmer 
Duncan Scott, who is leading 
Scottish Swimming’s  Learn to 
Swim campaign which is support-
ed by Scottish Water.

Duncan, who won six medals at 
the Gold Coast Commonwealth 
Games, said: ‘I think the  Learn 
to Swim programme is helping 
to spread awareness about water 
safety across Scotland in addition 
to helping thousands of kids learn 
to swim.

‘We are surrounded by coastline 

and thousands of lochs, rivers 
and reservoirs so it is  incredibly 
important that people, including 
youngsters, are able to swim and 
are safe  whenever and wherever 
they swim.’

Dams, steep banks, spillways 
(over� ows), deep cold water and 
underwater pipe work can be haz-
ards at reservoirs. And the major-
ity of Scottish Water’s reservoirs 
are in remote locations, meaning 
there is a lack of immediate assis-

tance and mobile reception can be 
poor.

Scottish Water’s advice is also 
targeted at pet owners. One of the 
biggest concerns with dog owners 
is when their pet jumps into water. 
� e pet more o� en  survives such 
incidents, but the owners, who 
have attempted to save them, 
sometimes do not.

Dogs need to be kept on a lead if 
they are being walked near reser-
voirs and other bodies of water.

National park election candidates are announced
� e candidates standing in local 
elections to become board members 
for Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park have been announced.

� e National Park Authority local 
elections will recruit � ve members 
of the park authority board. 

� e board is responsible for mak-
ing strategic decisions for the Park 
and has an important part to play in 
helping to deliver the National Park 
Authority’s key aims.

Nominations to stand for election 
to the board closed on � ursday May 

31. Residents of the national park 
now have the opportunity to have 
their say on who joins the board in 
a postal ballot to choose � ve locally 
elected members – one for each of 
the � ve wards in the park.

� e candidates in each ward are:
Ward 1 – Cowal and North 

Loch Lomond: Ali Campbell, Bob 
Darracott, Rob Donkin, George 
Freeman, Donald Illingworth, 
Maria Jemicz, Gary Pollock, Dan 
Romani, Gary Watson.

Ward 2 – Breadalbane and Trossachs: 

Owen McKee, Phill Ragsdell, Billy 
Ronald, Tim Tindle, Ward 3 – 
Callander: Jack Black, Martin Earl, 
Chris Martin, John Watson.

Ward 4 – East Loch Lomond 
and Port of Menteith: Bob Hunter, 
Willie Nisbet.

Ward 5 – West Loch Lomond 
and Balloch: Gwen Jones-Edwards, 
Ronnie McColl, David McCowan, 
Gavin David Monson, Iain Shonny 
Paterson.

Visit: www.lochlomond-trossachs.
org/elections

Swimming in open water can present particular hazards.

REQUEST A QUOTE

TODAY
01631 569675
07976 74513107976 745131

REQUEST A QUOTE

TAILORED LOGISTICS
SOLUTIONS FOR BUSINESS
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FARMING
Shear delight for young farmers
Sheep shearers from North 
Argyll Young Farmers’ Club 
went head to head to ‘clip’ 
seconds o�  the stopwatch at 
the weekend.

Judges kept a close eye as 
entrants at Saulmore Farm near 
Connel on Friday battled it out 
against the timer with shears in 
hand to win the top trophy.

It was the � rst time the 
hoggs from Saulmore Farm 
had come under the clippers.

Entrants included the 
club’s treasurer Callum 
Leitch, Beth Menzies, Fulton 
Ronald, Robert McKellar, 
Alec MacPherson and Allan 
MacFadyen.

� e judges were Andy 
Rankin, Gordon Stewart and 
Donald Mackenzie.

Last year’s shearing contest 
had to be cancelled due to 
bad weather but the 2018 
event went ahead in soaring 
temperatures.

A� er the electronic clippers 
were used, another section 
followed using traditional 
hand shears.

Judge Andy Rankin said: ‘It’s 
great that the young farmers are 
organising this competition. It’s 
so important that these skills 
are kept alive.’

North Argyll Young Farmers 
will be at the Lorn Show on 
August 4 at Benderloch look-
ing for new members.

Anyone interested in joining 
should go to  Facebook.com/
NorthArgyllYFC/ or see them 
at the show.

Record 
numbers 
apply for 
funds 
online
A record number of farmers, 
cro� ers and land managers 
have submitted their Single 
Application Form online.

Some 17,398 (88 per cent) 
of submissions received by 
the application deadline 
for support under the 
Common Agricultural 
Policy’s (CAP) Pillar 1 and 
2 schemes were submitted 
online – representing a 10 
per cent increase on the 
previous year. Welcoming 
the increase, Rural Economy 
Secretary Fergus Ewing said: 
‘I am delighted that more 
farmers, cro� ers and land 
managers than ever before 
have chosen to submit their 
Single Application Form 
online.

‘� is move is to be encour-
aged, which is why I am also 
pleased that 43 per cent of 
customers who submitted a 
paper application last year 
have made the switch online 
this year.

‘� e record number who 
chose to apply online have 
bene� ted from having their 
application automatically 
checked for errors – re-
ducing the risk of � nancial 
penalties and enabling their 
application to be validated 
straight away.’

Robert McKellar shows his � nished sheep.Robert McKellar and Fulton Ronald.

Callum Leitch rolls a � eece.

The judges were Andy Rankin, Gordon Stewart and Donald MacKenzie.

Hayley Ronald, four, was one of the spectators.

Beth Menzies gets to grips with the shears.

Alec 
MacPherson 
works the 
shearing 
machine.

To fi nd out more about the NFU Vehicle Discount 
Scheme call  John Spicer at S&S Services

on 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

S&S Services, Heathfi eld, Ayr.
Tel: 01292 880080 / 07831 808702

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S

S&S SERVICES

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including

P&P

FROM

THE IDEAL GIFT... 
                   Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with 
our selection of stunning calendars. To see 

all the images from our 2019 range visit: 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

                   

£11.95
including

P&P
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Royal Highland Show will help 
farmer to focus on cyber crime
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� e risks to the agricultural community 
of losing money through cyber crime is to 
be addressed at this year’s Royal Highland 
Show in a series of free presentations to be 
held throughout the event.

Police Scotland o�  cers, along with sta�  
from the Scottish Business Resilience 
Centre, will deliver cyber crime prevention 
surgeries on the Police Scotland stand 
(Avenue H) at 1pm, 2pm and 3pm on each 
of the four days of the event, from � ursday 
to Sunday, June 21-24.

Available to any member of the public 
attending the show, but speci� cally target-
ed at people working in the agricultural 
community, each session will highlight the 

types of tactics used by criminals to steal 
money through the use of computers, or 
how they can use them to in� ltrate and lock 
access to accounts and systems, and then 
extort the end user to get their data back.

Gerry Grant, chief ethical hacking con-
sultant at the Scottish Business Resilience 
Centre, said: ‘� e agricultural community 
can be at particular risk at certain times of 
the year when farm subsidy payments are 
made, and this means that business bank 
accounts may have a higher than normal 
balance, and are therefore at greater risk.

‘� ere are a number of ways in which we 
can help people to protect their personal and 
business IT systems.’ 

Recent problems experienced by the MV Clansman, which required repairs in dry 
dock, caused disruption to islands ferry services.

NFUS says reliable ferries are 
crucial to islands’ economy
� e NFU Scotland is pushing for the 
Islands (Scotland) Bill to recognise that 
farming and cro� ing is the backbone of 
many, if not all, island communities.

� e union has welcomed the passing of 
Stage 3 of the Islands (Scotland) Bill and 
the commitment to include the creation of 
a ‘national islands plan’ to set a long-term 
improvement strategy for our islands and 
their communities.

Active farming and cro� ing not only pro-
duces food but supports many other vital 
island industries such as tourism and the 
food and drink sector. It is vital, therefore, 
in setting out a ‘national islands plan’ that 
agriculture is at the forefront.

In addition, as highlighted at the recent 
evidence session of the Rural Economy and 
Connectivity Committee (May 30), ferry 
services are essential to secure the econom-
ic viability of the islands.

� ere has been signi� cant growth in the 
use of the ferries in some areas since the 
introduction of Road Equivalent Tari�  
(RET) boosting tourism. However, recent 
vessel breakdowns and the ensuing ferry 
disruptions have highlighted how vulnera-
ble the current ferry service is.

NFU Scotland’s Argyll and Islands re-
gional chairman John Dickson, who farms 
on the Isle of Bute, said: ‘With farming and 
cro� ing at the heart of island life, a reliable, 
a� ordable ferry service is crucial to island 
economies.

‘Recent disruptions have strengthened 
our calls for the Scottish Government 
and Transport Scotland to accelerate the 
much-needed long-term investment in the 
vessel and port infrastructure, as identi� ed 
in the Scottish Ferry Services: Ferries Plan 
(2013-2022), which set out the future of 
ferry services until 2022.

‘� is investment is urgently needed to 
ensure that the aspirations of the Islands 
(Scotland) Bill can be delivered and that 
farming and cro� ing on these islands and 
their rural communities can thrive.’

Orkney and Shetland regional chairman 
David Scarth, who farms at Twatt on 
Orkney, said: ‘For the Northern Isles, 
there is disappointment that Scottish 
Government continues to delay the intro-
duction of the promised RET to Orkney 
and Shetland. In addition, there is still the 
outstanding issue of introducing fair fares 
on the internal ferries within these islands.’

Islay – United Auctions sold 272 grazing cattle 
at their recent sale held at Islay Auction Mart.
Bullocks levelled out at £838 per head or 242 
pence per kilo. Heifers averaged £731 per head 
or 221 pence per kilo. An excellent show of well 
bred cattle were on o� er and sold to a good 
ringside of buyers.
Principal lots and prices
Top prices per head
Bullocks
AAx: £1160 and £910 – Keppols.
BAx: £990(2) and £900(2) – Ardnave.
CHARx: £1200 – Gartacharra : £1020(5) – 
Ardnave : £960(3) – Tallant : £930(2) – Ardnave : 
£920(2) - Octofad : £910(2) – Ardnave.
LIMx: £1100 – Ardnave : £1060(2) – Octofad 
: £990(2) – Balaclava : £980(2) – Octofad : 
£950 – Balaclava(4), Ardnave and Octofad(7) 
: £930 – Ardnave : £920 – Carrabus and 
Balaclava(4) :
£900(4) – Octofad.
Heifers
AAx: £1000 – Brybruich.
BAx: £890 – Ardnave.
CHARx: £980 - Ardnave : £860 – Eorrabus : 
£840 – Tallant.
LIMx: £990(2) – Octofad : £980 – Brybruich : 
£970 – Balaclava : £930(2) – Octofad : £900 – 
Brybruich and Ardnave.
Top prices per kilo
Bullocks
AAx: 239p – Keppols.
BAx: 282p, 278p(2), 257p(2) and 244p(4) – 
Ardnave.
CHARx: 280p – Carrabus : 259p – Ardnave 
and Tallant(3) : 255p, 249p(2), 244p(2) and 
239p(5) – Ardnave : 238p – Aoradh.
LIMx: 322p – Carrabus : 280p and 278p(2) – 
Octofad : 277p – Ardnave : 266p(2) – Smaladh 
: 264p(2) – Ardnave : 263p – Carrabus : 262p – 
Ardnave : 261p(3) – Carrabus : 259p – Starchmill 
and Carrabus(3) : 257p – Tallant(4) and Ardnave 
: 256p(4) – Octofad : 255p – Balaclava(2) and 
Starchmill : 254p – Ardnave : 251p(7) – Octofad.

Heifers
BAx: 242p, 233p and 230p – Ardnave.
CHARx: 238p and 237p(2) – Ardnave : 235p – 
Tallant : 232p – Ardnave.
LIMx: 265p – Ardnave : 262p(5) – Keppols : 
256p(2) – Tallant : 252p – Ardnave : 247p – 
Tallant : 246p, 244p and 242p(2) – Ardnave 
: 240p – Ballychattrigan : 238p – Tallant : 
236p(9) – Octofad : 235p(3) – Starchmill.

Dalmally – United Auctions held the � rm’s 
annual June sale of all classes of cattle and sheep 
at Dalmally Auction Mart when 172 cattle and 
902 sheep were sold.
All classes of stock sold readily to a good 
ringside of buyers on Saturday June 2, and at 
levels comparing favourably to other principal 
mainland centres.
Principal lots and prices
Cattle
Top prices per head
Store cattle
Bullocks
AAx: £840 (3) – Poltalloch
BAx: £820 (2) – 10 Eoligarry, Barra.
CHARx: £880 – Barnakill : £850 – Auchlyne : 
£800 (5) – Barnakill.
LIMx: £840 – 10 Eoligarry : £830 (2) – Poltalloch 
: £830 – Ardentraive : £810 – Tullochcan.
SHx: £820 – Barnakill.
SIMx: £830 – Ellary Estate : £820 – Barnakill.
Heifers
CHARx: £820 and £790 (3) – Auchlyne.
LIMx: £820 – Invernahyle : £780 – 10 Eoligarry : 
£760 (2) – Poltalloch.
SIMx: £750(2) – Barguillean Farm.
Breeding cattle
Cows and heifer calves: £1,900 – Dallachulish : 
£1,150 (2) – Ellary Estate.
Cows and male calves: £1,720 – Scoor, Mull 
:  £1,550 – Dallachulish : £1,300 – Scoor Farm 
: £1,250 and £1,220 – Dallachulish : £1,200 – 
Scoor Farm.
Heifers and calves: £1,880, £1,750, £1700 – 

Barguillean Farm
In-calf heifers: £1,010 and £1,000 – Invernahyle.
Top prices per kilo
Bullocks
AAx: 283p (3) – Poltalloch : 257p – Barnakill.
BAx: 282p (2) – 10 Eoligarry, Barra.
CHARx: 305p (5) – Barnakill.
LIMx: 321p – 10 Eoligarry : 299p (2) – Poltalloch 
: 282p – Ardentraive : 278p – Kilvaree Farm : 
277p – Tullochcan.
SHx: 252p – Barnakill.
SIMx: 305p – Ellary Estate : 252p – Barnakill.
Heifers
CHARx: 258p (6) – Barnakill.
LIMx: 267p (2) – Poltalloch : 263p (2) – 
Tullochcan : 260p (3) – Keilbeg.
SALx: 231p (2) – Brenchoille.
SIMx: 247p (2) and 244p – Barguillean.
Sheep
Ewes with twin lambs at foot
Cross ewes: £182 and £178 – Strathorchy : £172 
– Dunans : £168 – Ellary Farm : £162 – Dunans : 
£148 – 8 Kilkenneth, Tiree : £142 – Maam Farm : 
£140 – Balantyre Farm : £135 – Tombuie.
BF Ewes: £120 – 83 Borve : £114 – Dunans : 
£112 – Ellary Farm : £110 – Rhunacarn.
Ewes with single lambs at foot
Cross ewes: £148 – Dunans : £135 – Strathorchy 
: £130 – Maam : £125 – Dunans : 
£118 – Strathorchy : £116 – Ellary Farms : 
£115 – 8 Kilkenneth, Tiree, Dunans, Tombuie 
and Sheiling, Barra.
BF ewes: £102 – Ellary Farms : £98 – 24 
Balephetrish, Tiree : £86 – Dunans : £80 – 83 
Borve : £72 – Maam : £70 – Rhunacarn, 6 
Leanish, Barra and Feorline farm.
Hoggs
SUFFx: £60 – Corncrake Cottage, Colonsay.
TEXx: £62 – Hillcrest, Tiree : £60 – Ardsheal.
CHEV: £65 – Maam Farm.
CROSS: £60 – Machrins Farm, Colonsay.
BF: £51 – Scallasaig, Colonsay.

Around the markets

Tel: 07759 931446

DAVID BROWN 996 TRACTOR

fair condition, 
everything works,

front loader
£2,550 ONO
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Summer
on the farm

THREE STEP 
SHEEP NUTRITION SOLUTION  SOLUTION SOLUTIO SOLUTIO

Feet, Fertility & Worms
Improve conception rates and combat foot issues
Feed Spring to Autumn

Energyze Forage Booster
Energy and nutrient support for the early stages 
of foetal growth and development

Feed Autumn to Winter

Energyze Vitality
Aids prevention of twin lamb disease. 
Improves colostrum quality. Helps produce 
strong, healthy lambs
Feed late Winter to Spring

harbro.co.uk

• Visit OUR stORes  • Call Us: 01888 545200
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PRESENTING OUR  

2018 SHOWSTOPPERS!
STARRING THE

MF 5711 DYNA 4 GLOBAL
WORKHORSE OF THE WORLD

WITH GUEST APPEARANCES FROM

• MAJOR
• KUBOTA
• FOSTER 

and much more. 

SEE YOU 
AT THE 
SHOWS!

For more information  
call Alastair Dixon on  
07771 577889  

alastaird@hamiltonbros.co.uk 

Bishopton 01505 862010 • Campbeltown 01586 553031
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The living, swinging contradiction who is golfer Colin 
Montgomerie will attempt to defy his own truths 
once again this summer. Aged 55, the pride of Troon 
will stride on to the first tee at St Andrews and prove 

that he, himself, was wrong when declaring he would never 
have his major day in the sun in front of his countrymen.

Of course, the pedants and purists will be so quick to point 
out that if he does prevail at the Home of Golf that the trophy is 
not the Claret Jug and that the Senior Open is not the Open. But 
surely all that would matter is what it means to the character 
known throughout the game, and indeed all of sport, as 
‘Monty’. 

 He would stand there in the shadows of the iconic R&A 
clubhouse and puff out his chest and deliver a speech full of 

Illustration: Alexander Jackson

grand pronouncements and personal, 
patriotic pride and one thing of which 
you can be certain is that it would be 
anything but dull. Because whatever 
one thinks of Colin Stuart Montgomerie, 
nobody can deny his ability to entertain. 
He simply does not do boring.

 It was that way from the off. The 
son of James, the managing director 
of Fox’s Biscuits who was later to 
become secretary of Royal Troon, would 
dazzle the members at Ilkley Golf Club 
in Yorkshire with that effortlessly 
metronomic swing which belied not only 

Famously the best golfer never to have won a major, Scot 
Colin Montgomerie is also an endlessly fascinating character, 
says James Corrigan, an enigma whose bonhomie away from 
the course is as renowned as his volcanic temper while on it 

The full 
Monty

COLIN MONTGOMERIEPROFILE

www.scottishfield.co.uk 55www.scottishfield.co.uk54

Sir Walter Scott created a trio of fragrant courtyard gardens at 
his Abbotsford estate, which could have been lifted straight 
out of one of his romance novels. Antoinette Galbraith reports

Fairytale 
 Garden

Main image: Gardener Keith Whitson in the 
walled garden with the towers and turrets of 

Abbotsford in the background.

GARDENS ABBOTSFORD

90 91www.scottishfield.co.ukwww.scottishfield.co.uk

Clockwise from top left: The 
water level on the loch was 
unseasonably low; Adam 
pleased to land the first fish 
of the day; Loch Lomond has 
plenty of perch; Enjoying the 
tranquility of the loch; fishing 
the deep water of Balmaha; the 
lightweight rod is sensitive.

The anglers promoting 
these techniques are more 
likely to dress like skateboarders 
than J R Hartley 

“A s a fly fisherman I find 
nothing as dull as a 
traditional day’s spinning. 
I don’t apologise for that 

statement, it’s painfully dull and, on 
arriving at a salmon river that is high 
and tea-stained, my thoughts draw me 
to the pub rather than to the expansive 
collection of tobies and assorted 
ironmongery in my tackle bag. 

If there was a fish that changed 
my view of spinning then you might 
be surprised that it was a species far 
more diminutive and humble than the 
noble salmon. Over the last couple of 
decades the advancement in fishing 
tackle technology has allowed ever more 
refined techniques to be adopted by the 
innovative angler, none more so than 
ultra-light spinning. 

The new generation of rods are as 
small as six feet long and featherweight, 
miniature reels cast fine, non-stretch 
braid, while traditional metal spinners 
are increasingly replaced by soft silicon 
lures with single hooks. This ultra-light 
approach has opened up a whole world of 
fishing and otherwise forgotten species 
are now the focus of a dynamic band of 
younger ‘predator’ anglers.

 Indeed, the new generation 

promoting these techniques in the angling press 
often focus on urban waterways and are more likely 
to dress like skateboarders than J R Hartley. With this 
in mind, I was packed off to discover what all the fuss 
was about and to see if I could bag a specimen perch 
to boot. I desperately rang around my fishing buddies 
until I got a late night Facebook message from a man 
who was tipped as a serious contender. 

His Facebook profile picture sported an impressive 
looking slab of a perch and I suspected I had hit gold. 
The very next morning I was off to Loch Lomond to 
meet Adam King with his boat partner Chris at the 
Balloch slipway. Instantly I was impressed by his boat, 
which was quite unlike the other traditional fishing 
dinghies puttering out of the harbour. 

Several years ago Adam bought a fibreglass shell 
for the princely sum of £200. With a carpenter friend, 
he completely customised her in the style of a US 
bass fishing boat. This meant fore and aft outboards, 
the front one being electric and controlled by a 
foot controller. The boat also had a raised casting 
platform, and the whole set-up reminded me of boats I 
had used on the Florida flats. 

The water level on the loch was unseasonably 

Below: Rory throws out a spinner in search of his first perch of the day.

FIELD SPORTS
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COARSE FISHING

Image: A white-tailed 
eagle catches a fish 
on the Isle of Skye.

Eagle-eyed 
The sea eagle once again thrives in Scotland 100 years after 
it was hunted to extinction. Polly Pullar explains why this 
magnificent bird’s return is a cause for much celebration 

F or anyone interested in the natural world, the first 
sighting of a sea eagle will be forever etched in the 
memory. My first epic view was on the north coast of 
Ardnamurchan at the end of the 1970s on a day when 

drizzle fizzed a steel grey sea, and the neighbouring Isle of Rum 
was festooned in Indian smoke signals of low cloud. 

Something was hunched over a deer carcase on the shore 
and pulling at it with gusto. Only its back view was visible; its 
feathers seemed paler than those of the golden eagles I was 
accustomed to seeing, and it appeared so much larger, almost 
vulture-like. 

It was being mobbed by hooded crows and was visibly 
irritated by their rudeness. Then it roused itself, sending 
a spray of rain droplets into the atmosphere, and took to 
the sky, vast talons like landing gear, and huge broad wings 
outstretched. Most astonishing was that within minutes 
in magnificent flight with barely a wing beat, it had all but 
vanished across the sea and had almost reached Rum’s great 
sea-girt cliffs. 

This year is an important landmark for the sea eagle as it 
marks 100 years since it was hunted to extinction. The last male 
was shot at North Roe in Shetland in 1918. This was ironic given 
that previously, Orkney’s Neolithic people had so revered and 
worshipped the birds as totemic symbols that their remains 
were found with bodies in tombs. Once again the sea eagle 

thrives in many parts of Scotland, and 
has become a beacon highlighting the 
importance of reinstating lost species. 

The fabulous sea eagle I first saw 
had been brought from Norway to Rum 
during a successful ten-year project 
between 1975 and 1985 to reintroduce 
the birds back to their rightful place as 
part of our fauna. 

Earlier attempts on Fair Isle had failed 
but the Rum project led to subsequent 
dispersal, and as is well-documented, 
the Hebridean island of Mull has since 
become their stronghold. David Sexton 
of the RSPB has been working with sea 
eagles since 1984, when he had his first 
short contract before returning to Mull 
in 2003 full-time as the RSPB officer 
when there were ten pairs on the island.

David is responsible for dealing 
with everything involving the eagles, 
including a massively growing wildlife 
tourism industry. He is also the contact 
for the island’s sheep farmers. ‘On the 
whole I think attitudes from the public 

are generally positive now, but from 
many farmers and land managers they 
remain largely negative, except perhaps 
for those who have diversified into 
tourism with B&Bs and self-catering 
businesses. Up to £5m a year comes into 
the Mull economy annually as a direct 
result of sea eagle tourism.’ 

With regard to the ongoing conflict 
between eagles and lambs, he has the 
ability to listen to both sides with equal 
patience and has gained great respect in 
so doing.  Currently there are 21 pairs on 
Mull, all known individually by David. 

‘The first breeding pair in 1984, a five-
year-old male and a six-year-old female 
called Blondie due to her pale colour, 
failed in their initial nesting attempt as 
their egg was infertile. A year later they 
hatched two chicks but one died. The 
survivor fledged amid much excitement 
as it was the first wild sea eagle born in 
the UK for 70 years.’ 

This incredible achievement proved 
hair-raising as David watched the CO
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WILDLIFE SEA EAGLE

New  
Look

Ian Jordan, Kilvaree, is pictured in the ring with his Cheviot ewes with lambs at foot.

Brisk trade at Oban 
Livestock Centre
Oban – United Auctions held their 
annual June sale of 52 cattle and 
732 sheep of all classes at Oban 
Livestock Centre on Tuesday. A small 
and mixed show of cattle sold at 
levels comparing favourably to other 
centres. A good o� ering of sheep sold 
well and to seller’s advantage.
Principal lots and prices.Bullocks
AAx: £680 – Kilbride, Balvicar. LIMx: 
£670 – Laggan Ulva, Mull. SHx: 
£680 – Daltote. 
Heifers
AAx: £750 – Kilbride, Balvicar. LIMx: 
£730 – Ardentraive Farm. SHx: 
£600 – 3 Balevullin, Tiree. SIMx: 
£600 – Kilbride, Balvicar.
Cows and calves at foot
£1550 – Ardtur : £1020 – 
Achnacreemore & Tyree.
Ewes and lambs at foot.
£150 – Kilvaree : £100 –  9  Grean, 
Barra : £92 – Achnacreemore : £90 
– Kirkton.
Hoggs
TEXx: £67 – 3 Balevullin, Tiree. 
CHEV: £70 – Aird Farm. CROSS: 
£79 & £68 – Oban Seil Farm. BF: £62 
– No 2 Holding, Barcaldine : £60 – 1 
Knockvologan.
Ewes
TEXx: £81 – 12 Crossapol, Tiree
CHEV: £70 – Baligrundle 2. CROSS:
£79 – Achuaran : £74 – Portcastle, 
Lismore. BF: £61 – Ardlarach, Luing.

Farming facts
What we produce
Cattle and sheep farms
Some farms specialise in either cattle or sheep production, 
but many farms keep both. In Scotland, cattle and sheep 
are usually reared extensively – they are mainly fed outside 
and on grass and they are only housed in the worst 
weather or when they are lambing or calving.
Many of these farms are in the LFA (Less Favoured 
Area) scheme and the combination of beef and sheep, 
sometimes mixed with a small area of cropped land, brings 
various bene� ts in biological and landscape diversity.

Beef cattle
• The beef industry is the single largest sector of Scottish 

agriculture. Scotch beef is world renowned for its quality.
• Scotland had just over 436,000 breeding beef cows in 

2016.
• Total production of beef in 2015 was worth more than 

£675 million.
• Beef cattle are kept on almost 9,300 holdings.
• Scotland has almost 30 per cent of the UK herd of 

breeding cattle and four per cent of the EU herd.
• The UK beef herd is the second largest in Europe, after 

France.
Some farmers rear beef cattle from birth until they are 
ready for slaughter. Farmers in the north-west of Scotland, 
for example, tend to rear beef cattle until they are between 
six and -12 months old and then sell them as ‘stores’ to 
farmers in lowland areas for fattening. Some lowland 
farmers only keep cattle for fattening or � nishing and do 
not have any breeding animals.
Beef is also produced from the male calves and unwanted 
female calves from the dairy herd. The majority of beef 
production operates through a quality assurance scheme 
with beef sold under the Specially Selected Scotch Beef 
brand

Sheep
• There are around 2,600,000 ewes in Scotland.
• Three million � nished lambs produced meat worth £176 

million in 2015. 
• Breeding sheep were kept on around 12,700 holdings.  
• The average � ock size in Scotland is just over 200 ewes. 
• Scotland has more than 20 per cent  of the UK breeding 

� ock. The UK has the largest sheep � ock in the EU – over 
a quarter of the total EU � ock.

The industry is organised into three tiers: hill, upland and 
lowland.
Hill � ocks are in the main breeding � ocks with the majority 
of ewe lambs retained as � ock replacements for older 
ewes, which are generally sold on to farms on the slightly 
lower ground after four lamb crops.
Upland � ocks usually produce mule ewe lambs which are 
sought after by lowland breeders to cross with meat breed 
‘terminal sires’.
Lowland � ocks tend to bene� t from comparatively better 
climate, improved soil type and better grazing which 
combine to produce quality prime lamb.

Dairy farms
• Scotland had 176,000 dairy cows in 2015. 1.5 billion litres 

of milk were produced worth more than £352 million.
• 1,000 holdings had dairy cattle with an average of 173 

cows per holding.
• Scotland has approximately nine per cent of the UK dairy 

herd. The UK has the third largest dairy herd in the EU 
after France and Germany, and the largest average herd 
size.

More than 50 per cent  of dairy cows are bred purely to 
produce replacement heifers. The rest are cross-bred with 
a variety of beef breeds to produce calves, some of which 
become breeding cattle in the beef herd.
Dairy farms tend to be concentrated in the south-west 
of the country where grass growth is conducive to high 
yields. 
More than 90 per cent of Scottish dairy farms are members 
of the National Dairy Farm Assured Scheme (NDFAS) which 
sets strict standards for farm practices.
As supplied by NFU Mutual Scotland.
For more information visit www.nfus.org.uk
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

Just under 8,000 music 
lovers � ocked to Argyll’s 
biggest outdoor music event 
at Moss� eld Stadium, Oban, 
last weekend.

� ey enjoyed a brilliant mix 
of Scots Trad, pop and rock 
music in glorious sunshine.

Oban welcomed thousands 
of visitors to the town from 
all over the world who joined 
locals for the massive cultural 

Thousands party in the 
sun at Oban Live

party. Friday’s line-up includ-
ed a stream of fantastic acts, 
including Blazin’ Fiddles, 
Hermitage Green, Tide Lines 
and headliners Skipinnish.

And 19-year-old singer 
writer Kathleen Robertson, 
winner of � e Oban Times- 
sponsored Oban Unsigned 
competition, opened the 
show with a stunning set.

Saturday’s line-up included 

Rhuvaal, Chunks, Heron 
Valley, Sharon Shannon, 
Peatbog Faeries and headlin-
ers Skerryvore.

An impressive all-star line-
up of 24 top names in the 
Scottish traditional music 
industry came together on 
Friday, exclusively for Oban 
Live, in a collaboration 
named Sons of Argyll. 

� e project paid homage to 

late inspirational � gures from 
the region who had played a 
key role in the lives and music 
of the performers involved.

Musicians from Tide Lines, 
Skipinnish, Skerryvore, 
Blazin’ Fiddles, Trail West 
and Gunna Sound, as well 
as this year’s Mòd gold 
medallists Rachel Walker and 
Alasdair Currie, members of

Continued on page 40 

Oban Live, full report and more 
photographs, pages 40 to 43.

Pu� er steamboat holidays ltd.
on board the pu� er ‘vic32’ on july 7th,  8th and 9th 

This is no longer a ‘� rst come, � rst served’ service. 
You must present your free ticket at the gangway. Please apply to cathy for your tickets

Tel:  01546 830 133 Email: savethepu� er@hotmail.co.uk
 postal address: Cathy, Crinan Boatyard, Crinan, Lochgilphead PA31 8SW

or call at her o�  ce at Crinan Boatyard each day trip begins at:
9.00 – 10.00 – 11.00 – 12.00 – 14.00 – 15.00 – 16.00

Pu� er souvenirs will be available for sale on the quay and on the boat.

Pu� er steamboat holidays ltd.

FREE 
TRIPS 
AROUND 
CRINAN 
BAY!

REQUEST A
QUOTE

TODAY

VISIT
www.katyaembroidery.co.uk

CALL OBAN
0800 999 6979

PATCHES -  CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL GIFTS
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WHAT’S ON
IN OBAN
In partnership with Oban Town 

Diary bid4oban.co.uk

The Oban Times supports local charities and not-for-
profit event organisers.

Let us know about your forthcoming event to appear for 
free in our listings, in association with Oban Town Diary. 

We have reduced our community noticeboard box adverts 
to just £10 plus VAT (where VAT is applicable). It pays to 

advertise with The Oban Times - first for community news, 
business news and events  throughout Oban, Lochaber and 

the West Highlands.
Contact Nadine or Rhona 

on 01631 568000

Events may charge. Please visit 
www.obanwhatson.co.uk for more details.

To list your event, please call  01631 568000

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

Continued from page 39.
Oban Gaelic Choir and world 
class pipers were included 
in the project line-up. Also 
involved were Marie Fielding, 
Phil Cunningham, Craig and 
Hector MacFadyen, Sileas 
Sinclair, Mary Catherine 
MacNeil and Archie and Alex 
McAllister.

Sons of Argyll, founded 
and co-ordinated by Trail 
West’s Ian Smith, paid par-
ticular tribute to the recently 
passed Norman MacLean, 
Tiree/Uist; Ian’s father 
Bernie Smith, Tiree; Murdo 
MacLeod, Lochgilphead; 
Angus MacColl, Mull; Nonny 
MacInnes, Oban; Colin 
Campbell, Oban; Calum 
MacLean, Tobermory, and 
many more.

Thousands 
party in 
the sun

Norrie MacIver of 
Skipinnish.

READMORE
w w w . o b a n t i m e s . c o . u k

Left and above: The sun 
shone for festival-goers.

The Oban Live stage.

Thursday 14th June
Oban Health Walk
Oban Congregational Church 
Hall
10am - 11.30am

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY 
THURSDAY

Friday 15th June
Oban Dance Academy - 
Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
Alan Frew
Free entry
Open till 1am

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm 
Free Entry 

Saturday 16th June
Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
Davy Holt
Free entry
Open till 2am

Saturday 16th June (cont.)

Hill Walk
Loch Mullardoch, Cannich
All Day

Community Share Launch 
The Rock� eld Centre 
10am - 4pm

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm 
Free Entry 

Sunday 17th June
Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per 
team
Win £20 bar voucher 

Wednesday 20th June
Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban
Lorne Pub Quiz
Starting at 9pm
£25 bar voucher prize and free 
pizza at half time
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For more Oban Live photographs 
visit www.obantimes.co.uk

Nineteen-year-old singer/writer Kathleen Robertson, 
winner of The Oban Times-sponsored Oban Unsigned 
competition, opened the show.

Sharon Shannon all 
smiles on stage.

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall, 
Glencruitten Road 
Wednesday 
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm 
& 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

 
Argyll Slimming 
World members 

lost a phenomenal 
15,153.5lbs, 

1,082 stone in 2017. 

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead Baptist 
Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational 
Lodge
St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm,  
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906
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Oban Live selfi es in focus

Summer dining in Oban: Manor House

At the Manor House, Head 
Chef Gerard Mccluskey and his 
team work hard to ensure that 
the restaurant maintains its 
high standards after winning 
Regional Kitchen of the Year in 
2017 and securing an AA-listed 
two-rosette label. The kitchen 
is proud to be able to cater for 
everyone, always including a 
tasty vegetarian option. Gerard 
describes his cooking style as 
‘classic French with a modern 
twist’. Local, quality suppliers 
of fresh fruit and vegetables, 
meat and fish are used to help 
create a delicious range of 
dishes. The Manor House offers 
a new and exciting five course 
menu every evening, served 
between 6.45pm and 8.45pm. 
Lunch is also served between 
12pm and 2pm with specials 
changing daily.
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Visit www.
obantimes.co.uk 
for more selfi es

BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 14 T-ÒGMHIOS
THURSDAY 14 JUNE
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne
 Children’s programming
19.00     Air an Toir (rpt)
19.30     Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00    An Là – News
20.30    Fianais (rpt)
21.00 Brian Wilson (rpt)
22.00    ÙR | NEW: Belladrum 2017:
 Louis Berry 
22.20    Aghaidh ri Aghaidh
 Airbus v Boeing (rpt)
23.15    An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
23.30    Air an Rathad (rpt)

DIHAOINE 15AN T-ÒGMHIOS
FRIDAY 15 JUNE
17.00    Prògraman Chloinne
 Children’s programming
18.35    Machair (rpt)
19.00    An Là - News  
19.25    Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30     Alba: 1979 (rpt)
20.00 Air an Ùrlar (rpt)
20.30 Vets: Gach Creutair Beo (rpt)
21.00    Jim Baxter (rpt)
22.00    Corp agus Anam (rpt)
22.50    Belladrum 2017: C Macleod (rpt)
22.55 Opry an Iúir (rpt)
23.50    Dhan Uisge – Loch Mhisteam (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 16 T-ÒGMHIOS
SATURDAY 16 JUNE
16.00 ÙR | NEW:  Camanachd Beò
 MacTavish Cup Final
 Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore
18.00    Prògraman Chloinne 
 Children’s programming
19.30    Machair (rpt)
19.50    Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.00 Prosbaig (rpt) 
20.30    O Mo Dhùthaich
From Uist With Love (rpt)

20.55  Opry an Iúir (rpt)
21.50    Dhan Uisge – Loch Mhisteam (rpt)
22.00    Famous Five (rpt)
22.55 Camanachd Beò
 MacTavish Cup Final
 Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 17 T-ÒGMHIOS 
/ SUNDAY 17 JUNE
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne
 Children’s programming
18.30    ÙR | NEW:  Seachd La 
 News Review
19.30 Sorchar nan Reul (rpt)
19.55     Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 Fianais (rpt) 
20.30 Puirt-adhair (rpt)
21.00 Farpaisean Chon-Chaorach (rpt)
22.00 Opry an Iúir (rpt)
22.55 Belladrum 2016: 
 Cridhe Tartan – Gru�  Rhys (rpt)
23.05 Corp is Anam (rpt)

DILUAIN 18 T-ÒGMHIOS
MONDAY 18 JUNE
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne
 Children’s programming
19.00 Fuine (rpt)
19.30 Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Vets: Gach Creutair Beò 
21.00 Trusadh – Biadh gu Beatha (rpt)
22.00 Port – Siorrachd Rois (rpt)
22.30 Sàr-sgeòil: Outlander (rpt)
23.30 An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
23.45 Dhan Uisge (Loch Mhisteam) (rpt)
23.50    Belladrum 2017: C Macleod (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 19 T-ÒGMHIOS 
TUESDAY 19 JUNE
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne
 Children’s programming
19.00   Air an Toir (rpt)  

19.30     Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00    An Là – News 
20.30 Puirt-adhair (Highland Airports) (rpt)
21.00 Farpaisean Chon-Chaorach (rpt) 
22.00    Trusadh – Biadh gu Beatha (rpt)
23.00  Air an Rathad (rpt)
23.30 Sorchar nan Reul (rpt)

DICIADAIN 20 T-ÒGMHIOS
 WEDNESDAY 20 JUNE
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne
 Children’s programming
19.00 Fuine (rpt)
19.30   Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 O Mo Dhùthaich
  From Uist With Love (rpt)
21.00 Sàr-sgeòil: Outlander (rpt)
22.00   ÙR | NEW:An Sgrùdaire 
22.15    ÙR | NEW: Dhan Uisge 
 (Firth of Forth) 
22.25    Belladrum 2017: I See Rivers 
22.30 Port (rpt)
23.00 Brian Wilson (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 21 T-ÒGMHIOS
THURSDAY 21 JUNE
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne
 Children’s programming
19.00     Air an Toir (rpt)
19.30     Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00    An Là – News
20.30    ÙR/NEW: Fianais 
21.00 Bha Mi Latha Samhraidh (rpt) 
21.55    ÙR/NEW: Belladrum 2017: 
 Deaf Havana 
22.20    Aghaidh ri Aghaidh
 Castro vs Guevara (rpt)
23.15    An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
23.25    Air an Rathad (rpt)
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Lochaber singer/songwriter 
Mark Lawrie has released 
his � rst solo single.

A recent graduate from 
West Highland College-
UHI, where he studied on 
the NC and HNC Music 
courses, Mark has been 
spending his time writing 
new music ahead of releas-
ing an album in the near 
future.

His new single, Anymore, 
is a new composition, with 
all instruments and vocals 
played and sung by Mark 
himself.

Mark is well known in the 
Lochaber area and has been 
a popular � gure on the local 
pub scene, with his band 
Cigar Box, and as a solo 
performer.

He has also been working 
with local high school pupils 
delivering the Rockschool 
programme for West 
Highland College.

� e song is available for 
download on all digital 

platforms  and a video 
accompanies the song, and 
which can be viewed on 
Mark’s Facebook page – 
Mark Lawrie Music.

Asked how Anymore came 
about, Mark explained: ‘� is 
song was about when a rela-
tionship hasn’t worked, no 
matter how much we tried 

and was heading for the 
same destination in the end, 
which was the inspiration 
for the chorus line “We just 
can’t do this anymore”.

‘I felt that the chorus was 
just too catchy not to do 
something with and releas-
ing this as my � rst solo track 
was perfect.’

Lochaber musician 
releases � rst solo single

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057

MONDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 
08.10 Breakfast Show, 9.00 
Monday Morning  with  Ste-
phen, 11.00 Ian Simmonds  
on Monday, 17.00  Drivetime, 
19.00 Rosie’s Highland Fling 
with Rosie Macoll, 20.00 
John McLuckie’s Show, 21.00 
David Cullen show, 23.00 
Station close down
TUESDAY: 08.00 AM on 
FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
10.00 Ken Hunter’s  Tuesday 
Morning, 13.00 Macky on 
FM, 17.00 Drivetime Jim 
Lynch, 19.00 Highest Praise 
- Stuart Chalmers, 20.00 
Archie  Darlings’s Mix, 22.00 
Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 AM on 
FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
09.00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 
10.00  Comfort Zone, Doug 
Carmichael, 11.00 Comfort 
Zone,12.00 Comfort Zone, 
17.00 Drivetime with Camp-

bell, 19.00 Country Meets 
Rock & Roll - Len + Ken, 20.00 
Country Meets Rock & Roll, 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with 
Gordon Macintyre
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 
Breakfast with Andy and 
Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with 
Molly Black, 13.00 Molly’s 
Mix, 15.00 Drivetime with 
Stephen, 17.00 Drivetime  
with Stephen McPhee, 18.00 
Drivetime with Stephen 
McPhee, 19.00 Christines 
Collection, 20.00 Christine’s 
CD Collection, 21.00 Ann’s 
Ceilidh, 22.00  Margo Till  
Midnight, 11.00  Margo Till 
Midnight
FRIDAY: 08.00 Breakfast 
Show with Laura, 10.00 
Teeny and Tiny, 17.00 Drive 
Show with Jim Lynch, 17.30  
Drive Show, 18.45 Sports 
View, 19.00 Country Meets 
Country with Jackie Craig, 

20.00  Lewis Bingham, 21.00  
Peter Rainnie 
SATURDAY: 08.00 Breakfast 
Show with Stephen                   
10.00 Sat Morning Live, 11.00    
Saturday Morning, 12.00 
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Ceòl ‘s Craic hosts 
celebration
� is Saturday, June 16, 
Ceol ‘s Craic, in association 
with An Lòchran, present 
Ginealach Ùr in the Centre 
for Contemporary Arts 
on Sauchiehall Street – an 
evening featuring some of the 
biggest names in contempo-
rary Gaelic music to celebrate 
the inspirational mentors 
and teachers who provide en-
couragement and inspiration 
for the next generation of 
performers.

Iain ‘Costello’ MacIver 
and John Murray will mark 
the 25th anniversary of the 
formation of their band, New 
Tradition, with the release of 
their latest album, Hebridean 
Sky. Ceòl ‘s Craic is delighted 
to welcome them to perform 
songs from the new release 
and favourites from their 
extensive back catalogue.

Costello has been a cham-
pion of Gaelic culture and 
inspired many contemporary 
musicians through his work 
as a music teacher iand his 

own proli� c musical output 
over the years.

Also performing will be 
Mischa Macpherson and 
Friends. 

Lewis-born Mischa is a 
multi-award-winning singer 
and harpist – claiming MG 
Alba Gaelic Singer of the Year 
and a BBC Radio 2 Young 
Folk Award among her many 
accolades. 

She is also one of Iain 
MacIver’s successful former 
pupils. Mischa has spoken 
of the profound e� ect Iain 
had on her decision to forge 
a career in Gaelic traditional 
music. 

Mischa will be appearing 

with Kathleen MacInnes, 
Kim Carnie,  Alistair Iain 
Paterson and Innes White.

As well as Costello and 
Mishca, an even younger gen-
eration will take to the stage 
– the pupils of the Glasgow 
Gaelic School.

Especially for this event, 
Ceòl ‘s Craic and An Lòchran 
have commissioned Mischa 
to undertake a series of 
workshops with a group of 
aspiring young vocalists from 
Glasgow’s Gaelic School. 

� eir performance at Ceòl 
‘s Craic will demonstrate the 
growth in interest for Gaelic 
culture and song, which is 
being nurtured at the Gaelic 
School and passed on to a new 
generation – which is the crux 
of what this evening is about.

Doors open at 7.30pm and 
under-18s will be admitted 
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Evo hits 20!
Skerryvore have hit the 
ground running with their 
latest album, Evo.

On the day of its release, 
it shot up the main iTunes 
chart to number 20 – and is 

still rising as I type. Evo was 
launched at Oban Live on 
Saturday night and went on 
sale on Monday June 11. I 
have not yet heard the album 
but, as I wrote a few weeks 
ago, I very much enjoyed the 
single (Take My Hand), so 
cannot wait to hear the full 
record.

It has been a great few weeks 
for new west coast albums – 
with Ho-ro, Skerryvore, and 
Beinn Lee (whose album, 
Osgarra, I wrote about last 
week) all producing very 
good new releases. 

Lots of new material to 
be heard and played on the 
festival circuit this summer 
from these bands!

Pub scene
Islay Inn
Friday June 15: Crooked 

Reel
Saturday June 16: Deep 

River
Park Bar
Friday June 15: Eriskay Lilt
Saturday June 16: Martainn 

Skene
Sunday June 17: Martainn 

Skene
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Iain “Costello” MacIver.

Youngsters who perform with Ballet West’s outreach 
schools are staging a summer fun performance at the 
Corran Halls on Saturday June 23 at 11.30am and again 
at 3.30pm. Tickets are available now from the box 
o�  ce on 01631 567333. Pupils from the Fort William 
outreach school take their turn on July 1 at the Nevis 
Centre at 4pm.

Summer dance fun

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

Macdonald Bros. is a traditional family butcher in 
Pitlochry and Aberfeldy, celebrating 90 years in 
business supplying Highland Perthshire and the rest 
of the UK with top quality Aberdeen-Angus Beef. All 
their produce is available for next day delivery 
throughout the UK.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many years 

have Macdonald Bros. been in business?

WIN 
A LUXURY HAMPER OF ABERDEEN-ANGUS 

BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.
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Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in 
the Scottish rural calendar, returns to the beautiful 
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in the Scottish rural calendar, returns 
to the beautiful Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of Dumfries and 
Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined 
forces with the team to o� er readers the chance to win tickets.
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A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and two children) entry to the 
Fair on either 18 or 19 August. Five winners will each receive a family pass worth 
£32 redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-transferrable and cannot be 
exchanged for cash alternative.
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maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY COUNTRY FAIR
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MG ALBA Instrumentalist of 
the Year Gary Innes will per-
form in Taynuilt, Easdale and 
the Uists with his own ERA 
band, featuring the vocals of 
BBC Radio 2 award-winning 
singer Siobhan Miller.

� e ERA band also consists 
of multi-ward-winning 
musicians Ewen Henderson 
on � ddle, Steve Byrnes on 
guitar and Hamish Napier on 
keyboard.

A� er two days in North 
and South Uist, performing 
in Lochmaddy Community 
Hall from tonight (June 14) 
and St Peter’s Hall on June 15, 
Gary and the band then de-
scend on the musical village 
of Taynuilt on June 16.

Gary married a local 
Taynuilt girl last April on the 
Taynuilt shinty � eld and said: 
‘I’ve worn the Taynuilt shinty 
strip onstage with Runrig 
before, but as much as I had 
wanted too, I never managed 

to play a game of shinty at 
Taynuilt.

‘I’ve also always wanted to 
play a few tunes in the village 
hall, too, and until now I had 
never managed to make it 
work, so I’m looking forward 
to at least putting one of 
these to rest. Who knows, 
if Taynuilt shinty team are 
short, I might even manage 
to put both to bed in the same 
day.’

Gary, who hosts BBC Radio 
Scotland’s longest running 
music programme, Take the 
Floor, has also written a tune 
for the local Sgoil Lionacleit 
Pipe Band, a� er they were 
both in New York City 
together back in April to cele-
brate the 20th anniversary of 
Tartan Week.

Gary said: ‘I  was so 
impressed with their pro-
fessionalism, performances 
and the way that they all 
generally conducted them-

selves throughout the trip 
that I was compelled to write 
them a tune. � e title,  � e 
Sgoil Lioneleit Pipe Band’s 
Welcome to New York.’

� is will be the � rst time 
the tune has been played in 
public and Gary and the band 
are going to be joined by 
some of the members of the 
Sgoil Lionacleit Pipe Band to 
perform their tune together.

If you miss Gary and his 
ERA band over the forth-
coming dates, then you will 
also have the opportunity to 
catch them next month on 
Saturday July 7, when they 
will performing in Easdale 
Island Community Hall.

Tickets can be purchased at 
the door or online at  www.
garyinnes.com  to guarantee 
entry.

Gary Innes to play Uists, 
Taynuilt and Easdale

Gary Innes has a busy 
weekend ahead.

C A MPBELTOWN 
 O P E N

30 JUNE – 1 JULY 2018

For more information:  
+44 (0)1586 810 058 or  

campbeltownopen@machdunes.com

SATURDAY
- ROUND 1 -

Select your own tee time 
and 3-ball pairing

Format .........................36-Hole
Tees...............................White Tees
Pairings.........................3-Ball
Handicap Max.............18

SUNDAY
- ROUND 2 - 

Colin Christie Quaich
Play bad on Saturday? 

Better your hole-by-hole score!

Format..............18-hole, Eclectic
Pairings.............By score, with 
low scores teeing off last

The Ladies Campbeltown Open will take place on Saturday along 
with the Juniors Drive, Chip & Putt Competition. Entertainment, 

prizes, and luxurious accommodation packages!

To register, call +44 (0)1586 810 058 or 
email campbeltownopen@machdunes.com



� e Oban Times
Thursday 14 June, 2018 LEISURE  47

CrosswordBe Charlotte heading 
for Tiree Music Festival

           Book online at waverleyexcursions.co.uk, call 0141 243 2224    buy onboard or from Campbeltown & Tarbert TIC’s

Book now for Summer sailings aboard Waverley!
Sailing from CAMPBELTOWN 
Cruise Sanda Isles 
Mull of Kintyre
Sailing from TARBERT
Cruise Loch Fyne WEDNESDAYS June 27 until August 22 

Leave 2.45pm back 4.20pm
SUNDAY July 29 Leave 3pm back 4.30pm
Fare: Cruise Loch Fyne £21 SC £19

SUNDAY June 24 Leave 2.30pm back 5pm
Fares: Cruise Sanda Isles towards Mull of Kintyre £23 SC £21

Talented singer-songwriter, 
biologist and ornithologist 
Jenny Sturgeon plays at 
Benderloch’s Victory Hall 
tomorrow, Friday June 15, as 
a trio with folk luminaries 
Charlie McKerron and Jonny 
Hardie.

To book tickets, call Joy or 
Campbell Cameron on 01631 
720247.

On Sunday June 17 at 4pm, 
Oban Music Society is 
holding a concert – which it 
is hoping will be an annual 
event – in memory of the late 
Elisabeth Graham, known as 
Bette, of Taynuilt.

Bette le�  a very generous 
bequest to the society in 
her will, enabling members 
to purchase the splendid 
Steinway A piano which now 
lives in St John’s Cathedral 
for the bene� t of the whole 
community, and mount a 
programme of summer con-
certs in addition to its usual 
winter series.

� is includes sponsorship 
of Mendelssohn on Mull and 
resurrecting the Lorn Live 
Festival in August.

� is Sunday’s   concert will 
also be a � rst, as it will be a 

full-scale orchestral concert, 
featuring the Elgar Serenade 
for Strings, and Mozart’s 
24th piano concerto and 40th 
symphony.

� e concert will be per-

formed by the Meadows 
Orchestra from Edinburgh, 
with Peter Evans (http://
arcadiamusic.org.uk/pages/
PeterEvans) the soloist, show-
casing the Steinway piano.

Scottish singer-songwriter 
Be Charlotte is the latest 
headline act revealed for 
Tiree Music Festival 2018.

� e world record deal 
holder, who has signed up 
with Columbia/Sony, has 
played at festivals across the 
UK, Europe and  south-east 
Asia but cannot wait to get 
on stage at Tiree.

A� er a � ying visit earlier 
this year to the island, 
dubbed Hawaii of the North, 
Be Charlotte said: ‘It was 
great getting a taste of what 
to expect in July and now 
I really can’t wait to play 
to the  TMF crowds in this 
amazing setting.’

Pop and rock band � e 
Hoosiers have also been an-
nounced to top the Sunday 
night bill at the festival.

A brand new Elements pro-
gramme is a new strand to 
this year, making sure there 
is something  for the whole 
family to enjoy involving 
sun, sand, wind and water.

Early bird tickets for the 
festival from July 13 to July 
15,  sold out in less than 48 

hours in November and 
remaining tickets are selling 
fast.

Also new to the multi-
award-winning event will 
be the outdoor Elevate 
Stage, supported by the Year 
of Young People 2018 show-
casing talent on the Scottish 
music scene with its line-up 
focusing on up-and-coming 
artists.

Paul Bush OBE, Visit-
Scotland’s director of events 

said: ‘We are delighted to 
be supporting Tiree Music 
Festival as part of Scotland’s 
Year of Young People 
celebrations. 

� e festival has  given the 
next generation the chance 
to shine with young people at 
the heart of the planning and 
programming this year. 

‘It is no surprise that this 
year’s line-up showcases 
some of Scotland’s best 
young artists and musicians.’

Killin gears 
up for festival 
weekend

Benderloch 
live sessions

Concert in memory of Bette Graham

Top acts are heading to Killin 
this weekend for the village’s 
third music festival.

Billing itself as one of 
Scotland’s best small 
festivals, Blazin’ Fiddles, 
Peatbog Faeries, Niteworks 
and HoRo will feature in the 
Friday and Saturday line-up, 
with a seated concert with 
Phil Cunningham and Aly 
Bain on the Sunday.

A Highland Hustle 
workout, ukulele workshop 
and a free cra�  fair with 
kids cra� s all day will be 
part of Saturday’s packed 
programme and Sunday will 
see  McLaren High School 
Pipe Band parading down 
the village main street, a free 
community co� ee morning 
with the community choir 
and Killin Primary School 
Choir and a free open stage 
competition.

� e festival’s Portnellan 
music tent will also be 
free entry for  everyone all 
weekend.

Limited tickets are still 
available for the evening con-
certs. To check out the full 
line-up and list of activities 
go to killinmusicfestival.com

Be Charlotte has just been added to the festival’s line-up.

Phil and Aly will take the 
stage on Sunday.

This Sunday’s concert by the Meadows Orchestra is a � rst.
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 SALES   LETS    COMMERCIAL    ESTATE AGENTS   NEWS

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

West Coast PROPERTIES

FOR SALE
Queen Street, 
Dunoon

For more information contact:   01369 701755
info@watersideprop.com    www.watersideprop.com 

Lovely 3 bed end-terrace family home with front and back gardens and driveway. The end 
property in a row of traditional Victorian villas in popular Queen Street, a short stroll from the 
town centre, and boasts a spacious sitting room, dining kitchen, three bedrooms, cloakroom 
/ utility room, separate cloakroom and bathroom. Adorned with many original features such 
as high ceilings, cornicing, deep skirting, archways, wooden � ooring, decorative door-glazing 
and a lovely staircase this is sure to appeal to anyone looking for a practical family house full of 
character with added bonuses of lovely views, gardens and a driveway.

OIRO
£149,500

After � ve phenomenal years in Oban the 
team at Fiuran Property is now delighted to 
announce its expansion into the Lochaber area.

The Fiuran Property story begins in 2013 
when it was started in response to the need for 
a competitively-priced, quality estate agency; 
the big boys and the traditional players in the 
market had had their own way for too long.

As more and more people sold their properties 
through Fiuran, the business’ reputation grew. 
Now Fiuran Property is the biggest agent in the 
Oban area by number of sales, selling almost 
twice as many properties as the next closest 
competitor, in the year to August 1, 2017.

So it went without saying that since its 
inception, Fiuran has had a steady demand 
from home owners in the Fort William and 
Lochaber area asking if they, too, could bene� t 
from the Fiuran way of selling homes.

And now, after careful planning, Fiuran 
Property announces its launch into the Fort 
William and Lochaber property market and is 
excited to be able to o� er home owners the 
same highest quality service that has been 
delivered to those in and around Oban.

The area covered will be Fort William, 
Strontian, Onich, Ballachulish, Glencoe, 
Kinlochleven, Duror and Appin,

Kelie Cooper is the woman leading this long-
anticipated expansion. 

She said: ‘Having watched the success and 
growth of Fiuran over the last � ve years, I have 
been amazed at their success thus far and am 

delighted to have the opportunity to be part 
of the team.  Their modern approach allows 
Fiuran to provide a competitive fee structure 
which o� ers a signi� cant saving in comparison 
to traditional estate agency charges.’

Kelie has been working in the legal sector 
in the Oban and Fort William area for many 
years practising as a Law Society of Scotland 
Accredited Paralegal, specialising in wills, 
executries and powers of attorney; she also 
has a wide knowledge of conveyancing work 
which includes clients selling and purchasing 
properties.  

‘The Fiuran business model, with the 
emphasis on the personal touch, ensures the 
highest quality of service,’ she said.

Her experience dealing with sensitive 
legal issues has given her great insight, 
understanding and empathy. She will put any 
client at ease assisting with the sale of their 
property or with the purchase of their new 
home.

‘Having spent many years living and working 
in the Oban and Fort William area, I am 
no stranger to the area and can provide a 
breadth of local knowledge to any potential 
clients. Whether it be selling your property or 
purchasing your dream home, Fiuran Property 
is the a� ordable, quality choice. 

Visit the Fiuran Property website,  
www.� uran.co.uk or call Kelie on 

07471783721 for more information.

Fiuran Property announces expansion into Lochaber
ADVERTORIAL
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 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Tel: 01880 740 658

UNEXPECTEDLY BACK ON MARKET
Loa 25.3 ft, beam 9.4ft, 
Fisher 25 hull, 33hp
three cylinder, Lister 
diesel engine, Engine 
recently overhauled, 
external paintwork
needs some tlc.
Health reasons for
sale. Berthed Tarbert
harbour
£5000 ONO

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED

All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 4 x 4 

pickups, must be good condition and reasonable 
mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT 

failures etc considered.  Will collect. 
Contact William 07730 130284

email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes 
and models considered. Also touring 

caravans and statics, instant decision, same 
day payment.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED

All touring caravans and motor homes, 
campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures or 
damp, all considered, any make or model, 

will travel. 

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED

All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 
cruiser, all pickups single or double cabs, any 

condition, runner or not, 
high miles no problem.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  

Any age or condition.  We also buy water 
damaged or in need of repair.  Also all types 

of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Tel: 01631 770224

LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 3 TVD6
Excellent condition 
all round
Very low mileage 
92,500. 12 months 
MOT
Manual, Diesel. 
Winter tyres.
7 seater

£6,500ONO

Tel: 01631 770224

SUZUKI C800 MOTORBIKE
In new Showroom 
condition,
1,800 Miles.
12 months MOT

£5,000

Tel: 01546 870 336 / 07770 268 433

HONDA CIVIC
1.6 Automatic
55 Reg
MOT Feb 19
81,000 Miles
Excellent Runner

£695

Tel 01546870336 07770268433

SEA KAYAK FOR SALE
P H Scorpio

Excellent Condition
Many extras included.

£900

Tel: 07766417907

BMW Z4 2.5  SE
Very good condition 
and MOT June 
2019. Leather seats,  
electric soft top
54 Reg mileage 
standing at
74300

£3,950

Tel: 07836 500403

Old motorcycle or scooter needing restored 
or repaired. Anything considered.

WANTED

Tel: 01852 314038

PLYMOUTH PILOT 16
with Lombardini 
26HP inboard 
diesel engine,

£3,000

Tel: 01967 431563

2009 FORD FOCUS TITANIUM 1.6 TDCI
Excellent condition 
inside and out. 50+ 
mpg. MOT November 
2018. Central Locking, 
electric windows, alloy 
wheels clutch, timing 
belt and auxiliary belt all 
changed at 90k. Recent 
new tyres on front.
Great running car
£2,200

IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST CALL BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM
 TO GET YOUR SECOND WEEK FREE

£32.80
DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000



� e Oban Times
Thursday 14 June 201850  MOTORING

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Autovision
40 Harbour Road

Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500

www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR

NEW CAR 
DEALERSHIP

 PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

Call today on
0778 985 5381

WANTED 
4X4s FOR CASH

All 4x4 vehicles, all makes and 
models wanted. Guaranteed best 

price, no hassle, free collection 
anywhere. Land Rover Defender, 

Discovery, Freelander Range Rover, 
Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land 
Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, 

Pajero, Nissan Navara, Terrano, 
Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  

+ All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 
Pickups, etc. Single vehicles or  � eet 

purchases. Any age nearly new or 
old, any conditions from perfect to 
written o� , non runners, rotten, no 
MOT, high mileage, blown engine, 
overheating etc. Cash in hand, no 

hassle, best cash price guaranteed.

THE FIVE BEST USED ELECTRIC 
VEHICLES FOR UNDER £10,000
Electric vehicles are more popular than 
ever with May seeing an 18.7% increase in 
the number of new pure electric vehicles 
registered, according to the SMMT. For 
motorists looking for a used electric vehicle, 
vehicle valuation experts at HPI have 
selected � ve of the best electric vehicles to 
buy under £10,000.

The entry level Leaf o� ers a published 
range of 124 miles and would interest 
someone looking for a practical electric 
family car.

With a similar range to the Nissan Leaf, 
the Zoe is seen as an alternative option. 
You can pick up a battery leased vehicle 
much cheaper, however, the 100% owned 
vehicles hold their price but tend to be rare.

Chris Plumb, motoring expert at HPI 
said: “Drivers are becoming increasingly 
comfortable with electric vehicles as 

the technology improves. Second-hand 
models are becoming more a� ordable and 
can o� er cost-e� ective motoring. Our picks 
provide value for money and are likely to 
hold their value in the years to come.”

The Citroen C Zero, Mitsubishi I-MIEV 
and Peugeot ION o� er value for money if 
you are looking to enter the world of EVs 
or looking for a cheap second car to run. 
With the manufacturers stating they can 
do around 92 miles on a charge they are 
ideal for driving to the station or popping 
to shops. These cars cost approx between 
£1.50 to £2.50 to charge, depending on your 
rate, there are some running cost savings to 
be had.

Drivers of electric vehicles also bene� t 
from additional savings that include no 
road tax, no congestion charges and some 
councils even o� er free on-street parking.

Chris Plumb, motoring expert at HPI

DERIVATIVE            NEW PRICE (£)    TARGET RETAIL VALUE 
                                                                            15/15 Plate 30,000 miles.

NISSAN LEAF Visa 5dr Auto (2013 - 2017)        26125  9795

RENAULT ZOE i-Expression Nav 5dr Auto (2015 - 2016)       23440  7850

CITROEN C ZERO 5dr Auto (2011 ----)         20440  7525

MITSUBISHI I-MIEV 5dr Keiko Auto (2012 - 2015)       28499  7295

PEUGEOT ION 5dr Auto (2011 ----)         20440  7095
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New and Pre-Reg Renaults 
ready for immediate delivery

CLIO

SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small 
selection of cars currently 
in our showrooms
USED CARS

17 Renault Captur DYN DCI oyster grey/black, 25,000 miles ............... £13,850

66 Renault Clio DYN Nav TCE titanium, 7,000 miles ............................ £10,550

66 Dacia Sandero  Leu Dci silver 3,000 miles ........................................ £8,950

66 Renault Clio S Nav DCI-90 Mars red, 6,000 miles ........................... £12,950

66 Renault Clio1.2 Dyn Nav white, 14,000 miles .................................. £9,750

64 Peugeot Partner TP 1.6 DCi blue, 9,500 miles .................................. £8,900

64 Ford Ka Edge 1.2 Grey 31,000 miles  ................................................ £5,500

14 Nissan Note Nectar 1.2  5dr, blue, 9,000 miles ................................. £8,500

14 Skoda Rapid TDi white, 27,000 miles ............................................... £7,500

14 Ford Ka Edge 1.2 11,800 Miles ......................................................... £5,650

63 Dacia Duster Laureate 4x4, blue, 50,000 miles ................................ £7,950

63 Suzuki SX4 SZ3, white, 42,000 miles .................................................. £5750

13 Dacia Duster Laureate DCi, blue, 61,000 miles ................................. £6,550

13 Suzuki SX4 , red, 54,000 ..................................................................... £5000

62 Fiat Panda lounge, 1.2, white, 55,000 miles ....................................... £3950

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES
Ford Mondeo         VW Polo          Honda Jaz           Renault Kangoo Van
Low deposit and � nance options available

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US

KO L E O S

NEW CLIO, CAPTUR AND MÉGANE 
LINE-UP ENABLES AN EASYLIFE 
FOR CUSTOMERS WITH SIMPLE 
TO CHOOSE FROM RANGES

•  New range off ers enhanced 
looks, enhanced value, enhanced 
specifi cation and enhanced simplicity
•  Each vehicle represents a saving 
compared to its equivalent outgoing 
version
•  Customers can choose from three 
diff erent versions – Play, Iconic and GT 
Line
•   Clio remains as chic as ever
• Satellite navigation functionality 
(including via smartphone replication) 
now standard on all Clio, Captur and 
Mégane.

Renault is today announcing a new 
line-up for its Clio, Captur and Mégane 
ranges, with the option of three easy 
to understand trim levels – Play, Iconic 
and GT Line – available on each 
model. 
The new line-up symbolises Renault’s 
EasyLife philosophy – simplifying 
choice and off ering improved 
specifi cation while off ering an 
extremely visually appealing vehicle at 
every price point and reducing prices 
to off er even better value.
The new line-ups provide desirable 
comfort, convenience and styling 
features, while reducing prices and 
simplifying price walks. With each 
model now having three trim levels, 
Clio and Captur have both reduced 
from fi ve and Mégane and Mégane 
Sport Tourer from six. 

Contact W.D.Semple on 01499 
302150 to start your Renault 
experience today. 
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S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR 
TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN SPICER : 07831 808702

S&S SERVICES

Increased NFU support, 
ask for further details

S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2017

PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE AGRICULTURAL 
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 30 YEARS.
COME AND SEE OUR RANGE AT YOUR LOCAL SHOW

1ST AUGUST ARRAN FARMERS SHOW -  11TH AUGUST MID ARGYLL SHOW 
- 1ST SEPTEMBER DALMALLY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW
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West Coast RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Scotland jobs 
market slips into 
negative territory

Against the backdrop of Brexit 
uncertainty, lower-than-expected 
economic growth and falling consumer 
con� dence, employers in Scotland are 
becoming more cautious about hiring, 
according to ManpowerGroup, the 
world’s workforce experts. Scotland fell 
� ve points from previous quarter, to -2 
per cent, the lowest scoring region, along 
with Northern Ireland.

� e Manpower Employment Outlook 
Survey is based on responses from 2,107 
UK employers. It asks whether employ-
ers intend to hire additional workers or 
reduce the size of their workforce in the 
coming quarter. It is the most compre-
hensive, forward-looking employment 
survey of its kind and is used as a key 
economic statistic by both the Bank of 
England and the UK Government.

Jason Greaves, operations director 
at Manpower, said: ‘Hiring con� dence 
in Scotland has hit its least con� dent 
level in over a year and we are seeing 
a slowdown across a variety of sectors. 
It is not all doom and glook – we are 
seeing demand for contact centre and 
technical roles and these present some 
great opportunities for candidates with 
customer service and sales skills.  � ose 
with foreign language skills and IT skills 
are in particular demand. But many 
employers are cautious about their hir-
ing plans taking longer to make hiring 
decisions.

‘Despite this quarter’s dip into negative 
territory, there are events in the pipeline 
that give us con� dence about the longer 
term health of the Scottish jobs market.  
ABP’s redevelopment of its Perth meat 
processing plant will lead to growth and 
job creation in the region, with around 
80 jobs expected to be created following 
a £4m government grant under the 
Food Processing, Marketing and Co-
operation scheme. We are watching 

these events closely.’ In comparison, the 
UK outlook of +4 per cent equals the 
most downbeat hiring prospects since 
2012. � e outlook has been dragged 
down by a fall in hiring con� dence in 
the � nance and business services sector, 
which has plummeted to a nine-year low 
of -1 per cent.

James Hick, managing director for 
ManpowerGroup Enterprise, said: ‘� is 
is the � rst quarter since 2009 – when 
Britain was in the depths of the � nancial 
crisis – that we’ve seen business and 
� nancial services employers record a 
negative outlook. As the UK is a global 
centre for � nancial and professional 
services, if the sector’s shrinking, it’s not 
good news for UK plc. While � nancial 
services only employ 3.5 per cent of 
workers, it generates about 11 per cent of 
government tax receipts. Technological 
innovations mean banks are now more 
automated, and we’ve already seen 
branch closures announced by the likes 
of RBS and Lloyds, which will cause 
signi� cant job losses.’

Hick added: ‘� e business services 
sector is also hugely important to the 
UK’s economy, accounting for £186 
billion (11 per cent) of the UK’s total 
goods and services produced and em-
ploying 4.6 million people – 13 per cent 
of the UK’s total workforce – in a range 
of businesses comprising everything 
from outsourcing companies and estate 
agents to law � rms and accountants. We 
have seen countless negative headlines 
about the sector recently, and these are 
undoubtedly hitting hiring intentions. 
� e shockwaves from Carillion’s col-
lapse are still being felt, and outsourcing 
company Capita recently carried out 
an emergency £700m rights issue to 
pay down its debts and provide some 
much-needed investment. Elsewhere, 
the big professional services � rms are 

facing an even greater � ght for interna-
tional talent in the face of Brexit, while 
the lacklustre property market and 
increased online competition has hit 
estate agents such as Countrywide and 
Foxtons.’

In a gloomy quarter, manufacturing 
is a particular bright spot. Its outlook 
has increased to +7 per cent, and the 
sector has typically out-performed the 
national outlook over the last year. Hick 
said: ‘� e weak pound may be bad news 
for UK holidaymakers, but it’s proving 
to be good news for British factories 
exporting overseas. Some British man-
ufacturers have even been investing in 
expansion to cope with strong demand. 
Dairy Crest, the company behind the 
mature cheddar brands Cathedral City 
and Davidstow, recently announced 
plans to invest £85m in the expansion 
of its cheese factory in Cornwall, with a 
focus on expanding production to meet 
growing demand in markets as far a� eld 
as the US, China and the Far East.’

Despite the large contribution of 
business and � nancial services, London 
is holding up, in line with the national 
outlook of +4 per cent. Yorkshire and 
the Humber employer hiring con� -
dence has swung from being the least 
upbeat region to being one of the most 
optimistic, now at +8 per cent, a seven 
point increase. � e biggest faller this 
quarter is the West Midlands, down ten 
points from +9 per cent to -1 per cent, 
the region’s � rst negative outlook since 
2012. Employer con� dence in the East 
Midlands is also easing and is now +6 
per cent, from +10 per cent last quarter. 
A picture of declining con� dence across 
the middle of the country is completed 
by the East of England, with the outlook 
at +1 per cent, a nine point drop quarter 
on quarter, its lowest level in a year. 
Wales is down one point to +3 per cent.

ManpowerGroup Employment Outlook Survey reveals 
increasingly pessimistic employers in Scotland

Are you passionate about Scotland’s national parks? 
Do you feel that you have a contribution to make to 
their protection, enhancement and development in 
the coming years? 

� e Scottish Government is looking to appoint new 
members to the boards of the Cairngorms National 
Park Authority (CNPA) and the Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs National Park Authority (LLTNPA), 
who will have a key role in ensuring that both the 
natural environment and the local communities are 
cared for and sustained for current and future gen-
erations to enjoy, as well as helping the parks deliver 
Scottish Government objectives.

Park authority board members agree the long-term 
objectives for the Parks, setting out the priorities for 
work across the areas of conservation, visitor expe-
rience and rural development as well as representing 
the national parks and the park authorities by acting 
as ambassadors. Board members are required to 
attend full board and committee meetings – such 
as planning and � nance – and have to be prepared 
to commit the time necessary to play a full part in 
these and other activities, usually two to three days 
a month. 

Established in July 2002, Loch Lomond and the 
Trossachs National Park covers some 1864sq km / 
720sq miles and has some of the most spectacular 
scenery in the country. 15,000 live within the Loch 
Lomond and the Trossachs National Park and its 
proximity to the central belt makes is a very popular 
visitor destination.

� e Cairngorms National Park is the UK’s largest 
Park at 4528sq km / 1748sq miles and contains 
Britain’s highest and most massive mountain range. 
It was established in 2003 and as well as being home 
to some of the country’s rarest species, it is also 
home to some 18,000 people. 

� e Scottish Government is seeking ten new board 
members – � ve for each park authority. � e park 
authorities are made up of a mixture of locally elect-
ed members, local authority nominated members 
and – as in this case – those appointed by Scottish 
ministers. � e appointments are from October 1, 
2018, for a period of four years. 

James Stuart, convener of Loch Lomond and the 
Trossachs National Park Authority, said: ‘� is is 
a great opportunity to help shape the future of 
Scotland’s two wonderful national parks. � ese are 
special places which are of major signi� cance to the 
whole of Scotland as well as to the people who live 
and work in the area.

‘Board members act as champions for the national 
park, providing direction and overseeing the devel-
opment, approval and monitoring of key plans and 
strategies. It’s important that our board membership 
both has the skills and passion to support our work 
in the national park and to represent people of all 
ages, abilities and backgrounds.’

Anyone who is interested in applying to become a 
board member can � nd more information and an 
application pack from this website https://applica-
tions.appointed-for-scotland.org/

� e closing date for applications is June 26.

Your chance to help 
shape Scotland’s 
national parks 
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Mechanical Treatment Operative x 2 
 
 
Flexible - North & South Regions 
 Salary: £17,510 - £20,163 

 
An exciting new opportunity has arisen for Mechanical 
Treatment Operatives. Under the direction of the treatment 
supervisor you will be responsible for proactively and 
efficiently completing lice treatments. Fish husbandry 
experience, would be an advantage in, ensuring best practice for 
fish welfare, equipment and safety standards.  Applicants will be 
required to work a continental shift pattern. As this position 
will require travel to other sites, a full clean driving licence is 
essential, along with a flexible, independent approach to enable 
support across our site teams. 

 
  

Angela Gibson 
The Scottish Salmon Company 
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll PA26 8BH 
Tel: 01499 600 430 
angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com 
Closing date: Friday 2 June 2017 

Net Washing Operative 
 South Region 
 Salary: £17,510 - £20,163 

 

 

We are also recruiting for a Net Washing Operative to join our 
Net Washing Team operating across our sites in the South 
Region. Under the direction of the Team Leader duties will 
include cleaning nets, operating and maintaining net cleaning 
equipment to a high standard. The successful applicant will 
have excellent practical and problem solving skills, along with 
good standards of fitness, and the ability to pass a full ML5 
medical examination. Previous net washing experience 
would be useful, but not essential as full training will be 
provided. Applicants will be required to work a continental 
shift pattern. As this position will require travel to other sites, 
a full clean driving licence is essential.  
 
To apply and/or request a detailed job specification please 
use contact details below. 
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Marine Operatives
Isle of Mull
Salary: up to £20,163 plus overtime at enhanced rate
We are recruiting Marine Operatives for our sites on the Isle of Mull. 

Applicants will be enthusiastic, self-motivated and be able to demonstrate 
prior experience of working in small teams. Duties will include all the 
day to day operations of the site including fish welfare, sampling, 
grading and moving of stock, site maintenance and boat handling. The 
successful applicants must be committed to high standards of Health & 
Safety and understand the importance of environmental issues. 

We require passionate individuals dedicated to delivering the highest 
standards in all aspects of our business from animal husbandry to 
customer service.  In return we offer a competitive salary package, 
a market leading pension scheme, cycle to work, retail discount 
scheme, and an employee assistance program. In addition, our Marine 
and Freshwater Competency Framework offers excellent training 
opportunities and a clear career progression route, along with the 
chance to undertake a Modern Apprenticeship in Aquaculture. 

To request an application form and/or a detailed job specification, 
please see contact details below. A relocation package is available for 
this vacancy.

Jen Allison
The Scottish Salmon Company
8 Melville Crescent, Edinburgh, EH3 7JA
Centralrecruitment@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date: Friday 29th June 2018

Cleaning staff 
required

Fri - Sat - Mon  9am - 4pm
Transport provided.
Overtime available.
Tralee Bay Holidays

Immediate start. £11 per hour
Contact 01631720255

Live in Care Worker
Elderly gentleman in Oban area with spinal injury is 
looking for an experienced live-in carer to support him 
as part of a team. This will be a really varied role. You 
will assist the individual in all aspects of their care needs 
(e.g. personal, physical, emotional and administering 
medication). You will provide attention, when needed, 
over a 24 hour period, whilst ensuring the individual 
retains their comfort and dignity. During the day you may 
also accompany him locally. 
It is expected that you will be pro� cient in all aspects of 
manual handling and use of compensatory equipment.  
Mandatory training will be provided and 'downtime' 
hours respected.
A background in nursing or health care would be 
advantageous.
Applicants should have a valid UK driving licence, be 
reliable, practical, organised, display compassion, be 
willing to deal with personal care and have a good sense 
of humour.
Successful candidates will be subject to PVG and will be 
required to provide references.
Please send CVs in con� dence to david@movernet.co.uk

INVERARAY CASTLE
TEAROOM

Do you work well in a team, have motivation 
and can use your initiative?

The Castle Tearoom is looking for full or part-time 
staff to join our busy team.

The job is seasonal until the end of October.
If interested please contact 

Jane Young, Castle Manager on 01499 302551
or email manager@inveraray-castle.com

Assistant Manager
Stylish, award winning 4* family owned 30 bedroom hotel nestled on the 

Argyll coast, two hours from Glasgow, twenty minutes from Oban.

We are looking for an assistant manager with a fabulous personality, a 
real sense of customer expectations and the ability to motivate and man-
age staff. Strong fi nancial acumen, attention to detail and organisational 
skills are essential. The owners and senior management are keen to build 
on the skillset of the successful candidate, empowering them to develop 
as people and professionals. We promote a great work life balance, time 

off in lieu a share of all tips and meals included.

Salary £22-24K per annum + live in.

For detailed job description please email Sam Erskine on
manager@lochmelforthotel.co.uk

SEASONAL VACANCIES AT BIDFOOD 
OBAN 

Delivery Driver Assistants 
20 hours minimum per week  - Flexible Work 

Pattern – Competitive Hourly Rate: Free 
Uniform and Full Training Provided:

Contact – Derek MacInnes - 01631 569112
derekmacinnes@bidfood.co.uk 

Administration/Clerical Assistant 
25 hours minimum per week  - Flexible Work 

Pattern – Competitive Hourly Rate: 
Full Training Provided: 

Contact – Tracy Davies – 01631 569111
tracydavies@bidfood.co.uk

West Coast RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Download 
our app for free 

at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even 
easier to fi nd your 

next job in the 
perfect location.
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Advertising Sales Executive
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 

Based in Fort William you will be representing 
Lochaber Times, Lochaber Life and other award winning, 

well established publications.

You will be responsible for establishing and developing 
relationships within the local business community.

First class training and support given.
Local knowledge would be an advantage but not essential.

Please apply by email with full C.V. and covering letter to:
ali@obantimes.co.uk

REF964 

GENERAL ASSISTANTS
SPAR, Claggan Shopping Centre, Fort William, PH33 6QL

Various Part-time Positions:
1 x 20 hours per week (primarily working in our take-away)

1 x 20 hours per week and 1 x 16 hours per week
Evening and weekend work will be required to meet business needs

Due to Licensing Laws applicants must be age 18 or over

Our General Assistants deliver a positive shopping experience to our 
customers every time they visit, carrying out retail, Subway and Post Offi ce 
activities and contributing to the selling process within the store.  In return, 
we offer varied hours and many benefi ts, including 10% staff discount, 
generous holidays, comprehensive training and career opportunities for 
those who sparkle.  If you are motivated and have a fl exible approach to 
work, this role is the ideal opportunity for you.  We will happily receive your 
online application at: cjlang.co.uk/jobs.aspx. 

Closing date for applications is July 6, 2018.

Steinsvik is a world-leading technology 
supplier to the global aquaculture industry. 

We have an opportunity for 
a full-time Electrician to  join 

our team based in our 
Fort William workshop.

Your duties would include installation, upgrade, repair and testing of 
Steinsvik electrical systems and vessel components  on  aquaculture  sites  
in  Scotland and Ireland. The role requires you to be available to provide  
on-call cover and for travel to sites, sometimes at short notice.

Qualified and time served candidates will be prefered and you must have 
17th edition.

Desirable skills and experience include good working knowledge 
of electrical and electronic systems, PLCs, control systems and plant 
room experience (3 phase), inspection and testing and installation and 
commisioning of commercial systems.

Experience working in a marine or aquaculture environment may also be  
advantageous.  Where required, on-the-job training and external training  
will be provided. 

Competitive salary, vehicle and work phone.

A full UK driving licence is essential.

Enquiries  –  Innes Weir 07387 971776
CVs to Christina.Smith@steinsvik.no
or post to:

Christina Smith, Steinsvik UK, Unit 35B, Ben Nevis Industrial Estate, 
Fort William, Inverness-Shire, PH33 6PR

Closing Date: 22nd June 2018 

WEST HIGHLAND HOUSING ASSOCIATION LTD

ASSISTANT FINANCE AND CORPORATE 
SERVICES OFFICER £27,457 rising to £30,016

West Highland Housing Association is a charitable organisation operating 
in Oban and the Isles. We manage and own in the region of 1000 properties 
in the area and there are plans to develop and manage further.

We have presently made some changes to our operation and we now 
have a post of Assistant Finance and Corporate Services Officer that will 
join our team in the summer of 2018.  

The post is full time, 35 hours Monday to Friday.  The work is very varied 
but the main duties are:

• Assisting in preparation of Quarterly Management Accounts
 and Annual Accounts
• Financial administration of our subsidiary company
• Rental income reconciliation
• Purchase Ledger supervision
• Assisting with preparation for financial audit
• Preparation of information for statutory returns 

The post will join a team of 4 staff and will require to demonstrate 
good IT skills including Microsoft Office with excellent Excel skills and 
Quickbooks or another small business package.  [The team is supported 
by an external accountant]

The successful candidate will have a finance background, be able to 
demonstrate initiative and have an interest in the social housing sector.  
In return West Highland Housing Association is offering an excellent 
remuneration package which includes 25 days paid leave per year plus 
public holidays and a contributory pension scheme.  The organisation 
is a gold accredited Investors in People organisation and is committed 
to developing its staff team.

For an application pack please visit our website www.
westhighlandha.co.uk or email susan@westhighlandha.co.uk. 

Please note the closing date for applications is Wednesday 20th 
June with interviews planned for Tuesday 26th June 2018.

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

THE IDEAL GIFT... Scottish Calendars 2019
Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with 

our selection of stunning calendars. To see 
all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW
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Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Marine Husbandry Staff
Linnhe/Oban Area 
Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior 
quality Scottish Salmon.  We pride ourselves in providing industry 
leading and highly personal development paths which build into 
fulfilling professional careers.  If you are committed to developing our 
industry and are driven to put your strengths to work, we would very 
much like to hear from you.
We are currently recruiting for Marine Husbandry staff to join our 
dedicated teams in the Linnhe/Oban Area.
Experienced Husbandry Staff
Earnings Potential for this Role: £26,700 + Bonus 
Applicants should have at least 1.5 years’ practical salmon farming 
experience with a keen interest in developing knowledge and skill in 
feeding and net management.  You should be able to demonstrate 
competence across a wide range of farming disciplines including: fish 
health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, 
whilst being proactive in health and safety.  
Above all you should have the drive and ambition to further your career 
through training and development.  A formal boat qualification would 
be desirable.
Trainee Husbandry Staff
Earnings Potential for this Role: £24,200 + Bonus after 6 months
Applications are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career 
in the Aquaculture industry.  We are looking for ambitious  individuals 
who are team players, proactive in health & safety and who have high 
expectations for themselves and of their employer.  
In return, we will provide you with a Mentor who will guide you through 
your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will 
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.
A current driving licence is essential.  
In return we will offer an attractive salary dependant on experience 
along with additional payments on completion of specific training, 
crop bonus, discretionary company bonus, pension scheme, life cover, 
occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and cycle to 
work scheme.  
We are an equal opportunities employer and we welcome applications 
from all suitably qualified persons.
For a full job description and application pack please email 
our Recruitment Coordinator, Angela Hand at angela.hand@
scottishseafarms.com
Closing date for applications: Wednesday 20th June 2018

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.
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Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.
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Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Senior IT Support Analyst
South Shian, Argyll

Scottish Sea Farms IT team are responsible for delivering IT services, 
infrastructure, and networks across the business.  We are now recruiting 
for a Senior IT Support Analyst within our Support Team based in 
our South Shian facility near Oban, Argyll.  This role will primarily be 
responsible for delivering first class support to all employees across 
all our sites. 

This is an exciting time in SSF IT as we transform our existing systems, 
networks, and cloud computing to support the needs of our business 
going forward and this will expose you to new technologies.

The successful candidates should have experience in:

· Windows OS (Including Windows Server)

· Office 365

· SharePoint

· General PC and Server Administration

· Strong IT problem solving 

· Active Directory

· Virtualisation – VMWare 

· Backup Systems – Veeam

· General networking skills

· Software and Hardware Asset Management

·   Print Infrastructure management

· IT Service Management Applications Helpdesk, Asset Management, 
Change Management, etc

Candidates must be able to communicate effectively in a non-technical 
fashion to employees at all levels of the business.  

This role is within our Support team and will also be responsible for day-
to-day management of a front-line Support Analyst/Trainer.  In addition, 
due to the nature of our business, and after a period of induction, 
there will be a requirement to take part in the on-call service for which 
additional payments are made.

The role is based in South Shian near Oban, although you will be 
required to travel throughout the SSF estate from time to time on the 
Mainland, Scotland and Orkney.

In return we will offer an attractive salary dependant on experience 
along with discretionary company bonus, pension scheme, life cover, 
occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and cycle to 
work scheme.  

We are an equal opportunities employer and we welcome applications 
from all suitably qualified persons.

For a full job description and application pack please contact our 
Recruitment Coordinator, Angela Hand on 01786 445521 or email 
angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com

Closing date for applications: Friday 22nd June 2018

West Coast RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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PUBLIC NOTICES
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Argyll and Bute Integration Joint Board

Unaudited Annual Accounts for the period 
from 1st April 2017 to 31st March 2018

Public notice is given in accordance with under the  
Local Authority Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2014, that:
 (a)   Copies of the Unaudited Annual Accounts of Argyll and Bute 

Integration Joint Board for the period from 1st April 2017 to 
31st March 2018 will be available for public inspection in the 
offices of the Council at the following locations;

Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead; NHS Highland, Aros, 
Lochgilphead; Hill Street, Dunoon; Burnet Building, Campbeltown; 
Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban; Eaglesham House, Mount 
Pleasant Road, Rothesay; Jamieson Street, Bowmore; Breadalbane Street, 
Tobermory; Crossapol, Tiree (restricted hours); Helensburgh and Lomond 
Civic Centre, East Clyde Street, Helensburgh.
A copy of the Unaudited Annual Accounts will also be available  
on the following websites: www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and  
www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk
The Unaudited Annual Accounts will be open to Public Inspection during 
business hours from Monday 2nd July 2018 until Friday 20th July 2018 
inclusive.
 (b)   Any person interested may inspect a copy of the annual accounts 

to be audited, all books, deeds contracts, bills, vouchers and 
receipts related thereto, and may take copies of any or all parts 
of the accounts;

 (c)   Any person interested may object to the annual accounts or to any 
part of those statements, no later than Monday 23rd July 2018, by:

  (1)   sending their objection in writing, together with a statement 
of the grounds thereof to David McConnell, Assistant Director, 
Audit Scotland, 4th Floor Suite, The Athenaeum Building, 
8 Nelson Mandela Place, Glasgow, G2 1BT and;

  (2)   sending their objection in writing, together with a statement 
of the grounds thereof to the Controller of Audit, 4th Floor, 
102 West Port, Edinburgh, EH3 9DN and;

  (3)   sending a copy of that objection and statement to the 
authority and to any officer of the authority who may be 
concerned, both at Chief Financial Officer, Aros, Lochgilphead, 
PA31 8LD.

 (d)   The auditor shall, if requested by the person objecting, the authority, 
or by any officer of the authority who may be concerned, afford 
to that person or authority or officer, as the case may be, an 
opportunity of appearing before and being heard by the auditor 
with respect to that objection; and any such person or officer may 
so appear and be heard either personally or by a representative. 

Christina West, Chief Officer 14 June 2018

Argyll and Bute Council
CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982

APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A KNIFE DEALER’S LICENCE
Notice is hereby given that Mario Di Ciacca has applied for grant of 
a Knife Dealer’s licence for the premises known as The Anglers Corner, 
114 George Street, Oban, PA34 5NT to trade Monday to Sunday from 
9.00am to 6.00pm.
Any person wishing to object or make representation regarding this 
application must do so in writing specifying the objection or nature of 
the representation, giving the name and address of the person making 
it and signed by that person to the undersigned by no later than 28 days 
from 14th June 2018. The Licensing Authority may entertain an objection/
representation received after the 28 days before they make a final 
decision if satisfied there is a good reason why not made within 28 days.
CHARLES G REPPKE, Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute 
Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead PA31 8RT.
6th June 2018.
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local 
Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address

18/00985/PP Installation of septic tank, 
formation of vehicular access, 
tanker layby, vehicle turning 
area and ground re-profiling 
including rock armour 
protection

Land West Of Seaview 
Terrace, Ellenabeich 
Isle Of Seil  
Argyll And Bute

18/01241/PP Erection of single storey 
garage with associated access, 
parking and soakaway

Land East Of 3 Heylipol 
Isle Of Tiree  
Argyll And Bute 

18/01205/PP Alterations and extension 
to store to create cafe and 
change of use of garage to 
form 2 retail units

Balvicar Stores Balvicar 
Isle Of Seil, Oban  
Argyll And Bute  
PA34 4TE

18/01234/LIB Partial demolition, alterations 
and extension of existing 
steading to form 
12 dwellinghouses and 
associated storage building

The Steading Glenmore 
Kilmelford  
Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted 
online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/
find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter 
of representation the Council receives is considered a public document 
and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly 
list of all applications can be viewed at all Area Offices, 
Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council
Unaudited Annual Accounts for the period 
from 1st April 2017 to 31st March 2018

Public notice is given in accordance with under the  
Local Authority Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2014, that:

 (a)   Copies of the Unaudited Annual Accounts of Argyll and Bute 
Council and applicable charities for the period from 1st April 2017 
to 31st March 2018 will be available for public inspection in the 
offices of the Council at the following locations;

Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead; Manse Brae, Lochgilphead; 
Hill Street, Dunoon; Burnet Building, Campbeltown; Municipal Buildings, 
Albany Street, Oban; Eaglesham House, Mount Pleasant Road, Rothesay; 
Jamieson Street, Bowmore; Breadalbane Street, Tobermory; Crossapol, 
Tiree (restricted hours); Helensburgh and Lomond Civic Centre, East Clyde 
Street, Helensburgh.
A copy of the Unaudited Annual Accounts will also be available on the 
following website: www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
The Unaudited Annual Accounts will be open to Public Inspection during 
business hours from Monday 2nd July 2018 until Friday 20th July 2018 
inclusive.
 (b)   Any person interested may inspect a copy of the annual accounts 

to be audited, all books, deeds contracts, bills, vouchers and 
receipts related thereto, and may take copies of any or all parts 
of the accounts;

 (c)   Any person interested may object to the annual accounts or to any 
part of those statements, no later than Monday 23rd July 2018, by:

  (1)  sending their objection in writing, together with a statement 
of the grounds thereof to David McConnell, Assistant Director, 
Audit Scotland, 4th Floor Suite, The Athenaeum Building, 
8 Nelson Mandela Place, Glasgow, G2 1BT and;

  (2)  sending their objection in writing, together with a statement 
of the grounds thereof to the Controller of Audit, 4th Floor, 
102 West Port, Edinburgh, EH3 9DN and

  (3)  sending a copy of that objection and statement to the 
authority and to any officer of the authority who may be 
concerned, both at Strategic Finance, Council Headquarters, 
Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT.

  (d)  The auditor shall, if requested by the person objecting, the 
authority, or by any officer of the authority who may be 
concerned, afford to that person or authority or officer, as 
the case may be, an opportunity of appearing before and being 
heard by the auditor with respect to that objection; and any 
such person or officer may so appear and be heard either 
personally or by a representative.

Cleland Sneddon, Chief Executive 
14 June 2018
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Lochaber Fisheries Trust Ltd
SC;024490

Will hold their
A.G.M on Friday 6th July 2018 

Torlundy Training Centre, Torlundy,
at 11.30am.

First Registration 
of a Croft
John Macdonald has 
registered their croft 27 
Mingarry, Arisaig and 
Moidart on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court 
by July 31, 2018.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C4553.

John and Anne Keenan has registered their croft 
5&6 Upper Inveroy, Kilmonivaig on the Crofting 
Register held by the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court 
by February 28, 2019.
Details of the registration can be found at 
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home. 
The croft registration number is C5128.

First Registration 
of a Croft
John Morrison has 
registered their croft 
52 Banavie (Part), 
Banavie, Kilmallie on 
the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers 
of Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge 
the registration may 
apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 
February 28, 2019.
Details of the 
registration can be 
found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft 
registration number is 
C5131.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days and 21 days for 18/02344/FUL and 
18/02481/LBC
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/02481/LBC

18/02594/PIP

18/02595/FUL

18/02366/FUL

18/02344/FUL

18/02492/FUL

18/02255/FUL

18/02572/PIP

Edenmhor
Garbhein Road
Kinlochleven

The Old Byre
Inverie
Knoydart

The Old Rectory
Ballachulish

Taormina
Banavie, Fort William

Land 40M NE Of Muiresk
Onich

Land 250M South Of 
Cnocan Dharach
2 Bohuntin, Roy Bridge

Chalet No 1 Everwood
Glenloy
Banavie, Fort William

Land South-west Of 
Fasach
Achnabobane, Spean 
Bridge

Installation of boiler flue to outhouse

Erection of house, formation of 
access (renewal of 15/02060/PIP)

Relocation of access road

Erection of house

Erection of house

Erection of  house (renewal of 
13/03219/FUL)

Erection of extension to chalet

Erection of house

CO-OPERATIVE AND COMMUNITY BENEFIT 
SOCIETIES ACT 2014

Notice of Cancellation pursuant to 
section 5 of the Act

Notice is hereby given that the Authority 
has pursuant to the above mentioned 
section this day cancelled the 
registration of Bute Community Power 
Limited (Register No. 2781RS) the 
registered office of which is at 81 
Victoria Street, Rothesey, Isle of Bute, 
Argyll & Bute, PA20 0AP at its request.
The society ceases to enjoy the privileges 
of a registered society, but without 
prejudice to any liability incurred by the 
society, which may be enforced against it 
as if such cancellation had not taken place.

Date: 15 May 2018

Benderloch & 
North Connel 
Drama Club
AGM

Wednesday 27th June 
7.30pm

Club Hut, Keil Farm, 
Benderloch

All welcome
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REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk

REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

MOBILITYCHIMNEY SWEEP

STATIONERY

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

Free measuring and fitting & full guarantee 

See our 
website for

SUPERB offer 

detail�!

BLINDS

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

THE IDEAL GIFT... Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.
To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM



WORKING COLLIE DOG 2½ 
years old, would suits � elds, Tel 
07884 4324911.

Furniture
COMFY EASY CHAIR in good 
condition. Must collect central 
Oban, £10 Tel 07875 373866.
EXTENDING TABLE with 4 din-
ing chairs. Can be sold separately. 
Buyer must collect central Oban, 
£70 Tel 07875 373866.
MAHOGANY DISPLAY 
CABINET in excellent condition. 
Must collect central Oban, £20 
Tel 07875 373866.
SETTEE 2 seater elderly, blue � o-
ral, free to good home,  Tel 01397 
772459 Fort William area.

Garden
GARDEN TABLE & CHAIRS 
Wooden Topped Circular Garden 
Table 4 Green Plastic Chairs, £30 
Tel 01546603354 07900862825.
GARDEN TABLE & CHAIRS 
Glass Topped Circular Garden 
Table 4 Green Plastic Chairs, £30 
Tel 01546603354 07900862835.
GARDEN TABLE & CHAIRS 
Square Glass Topped Black 
Table 2 Plastic Chairs,  £30 Tel 
01546603354 07900862835.
VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement wheels. 
Colourful garden display items. 
Prices from £30,  Tel 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS 
Vintage chimney pots in various 
sizes and styles, make lovely gar-
den planters. Prices from £40, Tel 
01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS cast 
iron and decorative, for working 
use or colourful garden feature, 
various sizes from £90, Telephone 
01631 564578².

Garden Machinery
COBRA HOVER MOWER 
2017, 20”, 4 stroke, 1 year old, as 
new, cost £300, £200 Tel 01855 
811092/516.
HONDA LAWNMOWER 18 inch 
cut in good condition, £95 Tel  
01631 720159.

PRESSURE WASHER  B&Q, 
model TRY300, £15 Tel 01631 
570604 or 07765503085.
SHREDDER  for garden waste, 
easy to use, cuts up to 45mm di-
ameter material.  As new, £40 Tel 
01586 810362.

Antiques & Collectables
7 VARIOUS SCALE MODELS of 
racing cars, Scale 1:18, die cast. 
i.e. Audi, Mercedes, Porsche, Le 
Mans winners 1998 & 1999. All 
boxed, never opened. Ask for 
Tommy. Model boats, aircra�  & 
birds also available, £25 per item 
& £5 p&p Tel 07425 2687151².

Building / DIY
ECHO CHAINSAW Echo 
Chainsaw, £80 Tel 01546 510210.
REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POTS for older houses, ornate 
Victorian/Edwardian pots in var-
ious sizes and colours, £40 Tel 
01631 564578².

Camping & caravan 
Equipment
TENT ULTIMATE ‘PEAPOD’ 
V.G.C., £25 Tel 01631 570604 or 
07765503085.
 Cars and Car Parts under £250
FORD KA good runner, no mot, 
for spares or good island car, £200 
Tel 07780 960582.

Computers & Games
HP PRINTER _HEWLETTT 
PACKARD A3 ALL IN ONE 
PRINTER, SCANNER, COPIER 
- complete in box unused condi-
tion, WIFI, £75 Tel 07934 491712

Domestic Appliances

Domestic Pets
2 BLACK LHASAPOOS FOR SALE 
11 weeks old, 2 boys, ready to go,  Tel 
07763 873260 or 07503 563299.
REGISTERED COLLIE PUPPIES 
o�  working parents, 11 weeks old, 
for particulars please phone, Tel 
07919 071747².
TOP PEDIGREE GSD PUPS 
FOR SALE Sire VA champion 
of Germany, dam hip score of 5, 
KC registered, � rst injection and 
chipped, black and tan and gold,  
Tel 01877 330218.
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Private sales free listings for items under £100

PERSONAL

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
BEKO LPG OVEN

with eye level grill. Condition 
as new with additional plate 

warming rack

£275ono
TEL 01631 730384

Love from 
Mam, 
Bella,

Erchie and 
Rocky

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
 JOHN 18 ON THE 18TH

Love Dad, 
Mum, Cara 

and all 
the family 

xxxx

HAPPY 21 ST 
BIRTHDAY BLAIR

Heating, Fires & 
Fireplaces

Hobbies & Crafts
MAT MASTER SYSTEM Mat 
master system 1260B, bev-
el mount cutter, guide rule 
120cm, brand new. Calls eve-
nings, £90 Tel 01852 300154.
PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
, white, blue and pink colours 
in stock, available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print on Tel 
01586 554975.
SEWING MACHINE Singer 
tradition, electric, never used, 
in box, unwanted gi� ,  £95 Tel 
01436 810079.

Home Entertainment
TOSHIBA 42”  FLATSCREEN 
TV HDMI, Freeview & satel-
lite. USB inputs. Scart connec-
tions. Also, DVD player with 
scart connection. Perfect work-
ing order, £99 Tel 01631 562915.

Home Furnishings
SMALL COMPUTER DESK 
Small computer desk, excellent 
condition, measures:L=82x-
H=79xW=50-58cm. light col-
our. Calls evening, £40 Tel 
01852 300154.

Home O�  ce
EXECUTIVE DESK Large 
desk, excellent condition, meas-
ures:L=153,D=75,H=71.5cm.3 
draws right, 2 draws le� . Calls 
evenings, £60 Tel 01852 300154.

Hunting & � shing 
equipment
FISHING TACKLE rods, 
reels, line, various with bas-
ket, boxes, Searods, game reel, 
game rod, ring Kneale on, 
£350 ono Tel 01852 300096.

Kitchen & Bathroom
ELECTRIC MINCER  with 
attachments, never used, £20 
Telephone 01586 810362.
STEAM CLEANER handheld 
Vax, as new, £10 Tel 01586 810362.

Mail Order
SCOTTISH FIELD CALENDARS 
featuring spectacular photography of 
some of our most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. Places in-
clude: Stirling, Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. Order on-
line at www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or 
tel 01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous views of 
the West Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and convenient-
ly sized calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle 
of Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  Ideal 
for home o�  ces or as a gi� . Order 
on-line at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk or tel 01371 851868

Marine
BOAT STEERING WHEEL small 
boat 6 spoke stainless steering 
wheel. Old but in very good con-
dition. Usable to ornamental. 
Bargain at, £50 Tel 01631 564578².
MOORING FOR SALE 
Cardingmill Bay, Oban. For boat 
up to 8 meters, Tel 01631 566032².
OUTBOARD Mariner 9.9 Long 
sha� , 4 stroke, 3 years old, as 
new, immaculate, freshwater use 
only, mainland or Skye delivery 
possible, photos available, phone 
for details,  £1,100ono Tel 07919 
236451(Fort William).
STEEL GRAPNEL 4 � uke steel 
grapnel. Just in time for the sea-
son for retrieving your mooring 
etc, £20 Tel 01631 564578².
VINTAGE MAHOGANY BOAT 
RUDDER in excellent conditions. 
Usuable or ornamental. Bargain 
at, £45 Tel 01631 564578².

Mobility
SHOPRIDER LAGUNA Electric 
Wheelchair, excellent condition, 
up to 25 miles on a full charge, 
£450 Tel 07796 057629.

Outdoor Sports 
Equipment
BINOCULARS Swarowski 
8x30SLC Never used plus case 
(green) cost £949,  £Will sell 700 
Tel 07920 061561².

STALKING TELESCOPE Grays 
3 Draw Older model with leath-
er case recently serviced cost over 
£1,100 new, will sell for £600 Tel 
07920 061561².

Pet Accessories
DOG PRAM  Dog Pram with 3 
wheels is ideal for dogs up to 10 ki-
los, is collapsible with a storage tray 
underneath and is in excellent con-
dition. With a retractable cover and 
2 drinks holders, this lightweight 
pram (5 kilos net) is easily manoeu-
vrable. � e dog can either lie down 
or sit up behind the gauze front 
- and be admired by everyone! 
Overall dimensions of 75L x 45W 
x 97H (cms), the storage tray is 30L 
x 30W (cms). Upli� ed Kilmelford, 
£10 Tel 01852 200787.

Poultry
AA MACINTYRE POULTRY 
Point of Lay Pullets incl: Rhode 
Rock, Isa Brown, Speckledy, White 
star, Sussex Sta, Khaki Campbell 
ducks. Delivery to Argyll and 
Lochaber in next two weeks, Tel 
01292 591266/07779 311149².

Printing & Stationery
PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL , 
market your business e� ectively 
with professionally designed leaf-
lets, posters and � yers from Krisp 
Print. Contact on 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS new baby 
or wedding, with a photo of your 
new arrival or big day.  Truly in-
dividual, a treasured keepsake.  
Call Krisp Print on 01586 554975.

Wanted

WINKLES WANTED Good 
Prices Paid,  Tel 01700 
503451/07710 529975².

LAWNMOWER

Yamaha 21”cut 2 speed self 
propelled

£65ono
TEL 01855 821264

RAYBURN 216

multifuel range cooker in satin 
black.  Professionally rebuilt.  
Flue RHS, ovens RHS.  830 
mm w x 820 mm h x 510 mm 
d.  Fitted with a brand new 
stainless steel boiler (water 
pipes LHS), it provides hot 
water and a heating capacity 
of 16,000 Btus (roughly 4 
radiators). Superb condition 
throughout. Photos available.  
Delivery possible.Huge saving 
on a new equivalent cooker.

£2,100
TEL 07889 324823

LIVE LIMPETS 
WANTED

LOCH LEVEN
 SHELLFISH

ONICH
TEL 01855 821444

07785 346231

WANTED SECURE 
INDOOR STORAGE
Required during Nov, Dec, Jan 

& Feb for 7.5m rib on trailer. 
Ideally 15 mile radius of Oban 
or Fort William. Please ring if 

anything suitable - Nigel

TEL 07966 194717
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OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

CHARITY DONATIONS MEMORIALS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

JULY 2018 . £4.50

Country news    Interiors    Antiques    Motoring    Gardens    Wildlife    Interviews    Whisky    
Mark Beaumont on Scotland’s most majestic countyPERTHSHIRE IN FOCUS

12
 Pages of  

Summer  
fashion

Sea 
eagles
Back from  
the dead

Profile: Colin 
Montgomerie

Abbotsford 
gardens
Exclusive look at 
a Borders gem 

JULY  
ISSUE 
OUT 
NOW

SCOTTISH FIELD HAS A FRESH NEW  
LOOK - JULY ISSUE ON SALE NOW

Beautiful Perthshire... Sea eagles... 
Colin Montgomerie... 

Abbotsford House gardens...  
12 pages of summer fashion...

DEATHS 
BUTLER-LEE - Emily 
(Grantown on Spey). Peacefully 
in the Ian Charles Hospital on 
� ursday June 7, 2018, Emily 
(Amy) of 25, Mackay Avenue, 
Grantown on Spey and formerly 
of 5 Bruce Place, Fort William.  
Much loved wife of the late 
David Charles and a very dear 
aunt to Roy, Alan and David. 
Funeral service to be held at 
Inverallan Church, Grantown 
on Spey on Wednesday June 
20, at 11.00am to which all 
friends are invited, followed 
by a private interment in Fort 
William. Family � owers only 
please. Donations if desired to 
bene� t � e Highland Hospice. 
Enquiries to John Ross Funeral 
Services Ltd. 01479 87 2222. 
info@johnrossfuneralservices.
com
CAMERON - Peacefully, af-
ter a short illness at Raigmore 
Hospital, in her 83rd year, 
on Wednesday, June 6, 2018, 
Nessie, formerly of Torlundy 
and latterly of  Fort Augustus, 
beloved wife of the late 
Tommy and loving mother 
of the late Ian and Hamish. 
Funeral service will take place 
from Kilmonivaig Parish 
Church, Spean Bridge on 
Tuesday,  June 19, 2018 at 12 
noon followed by interment in 
Blarour Cemetery. Enquiries 
to McLellan Funeral Directors 
01397 702128.
JAMIESON - At the Lynn 
of Lorne Care Home, 
Benderloch on June 8, 2018, 
peacefully, aged 102 years old, 
Caroline Jamieson of Roselea, 
Taynuilt, beloved wife of the 
late Jimmy Jamieson, much 
loved aunt, great-aunt and 
great-great-aunt and a dear 
friend to many. Funeral 
service at 1pm on Friday, June 
15, 2018 Muckairn Parish 
Church, Taynuilt, therea� er 
to Muckairn Cemetery. 
Family � owers only please 
with a collection for Muckairn 
Parish Church if desired. 
MACDONALD - Iain C. 
Peacefully at home a� er a short 
illness, on Friday, June 1, 2018, 
Iain, dearest husband and best 
friend of Mary (MacFarlane), 
loving and loved dad to Mairi 
and Alasdair, son-in-law Mark, 
daughter-in-law Veronica and 
proud grandpa of Matthew and 
Iain.
MCCRACKEN - Peacefully 
at the R.A.H, Paisley on 
� ursday June 7, 2018, 
Maureen, formerly of 19 
Balvicar, by Oban, belov-
ed wife of David, much 
loved mum to Donald and 
Alasdair, loving gran to Alma 
and Lenni, a dearly loved 
mother-in-law to Anna and 
Stephanie and a great friend 
to many. Funeral service to 
which all family and friends 
are respectfully invited at 
Woodside Crematorium, 
Paisley on Friday June 15 at 
4pm. Family � owers only 
please.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMERON - Marion 
(Morag). � e family of the 
late Morag Cameron would 
like to thank most sincerely 
all relatives and friends for 
the kind expressions of sym-
pathy extended to them in 
their recent bereavement, and 
for attendance at the funeral 
service. Special thanks to 
Rev James Clark, assisted by 
Rev John Morrison and Rev 
James Gracie for spiritual 
care and comforting service. 
Our grateful appreciation 
also to William T. Fraser 
and Son, Funeral Directors 
for professional handling 
of arrangements. Finally, 
heartfelt thanks to medical 
personnel, family doctors and 
carers for their compassionate 
support both in Inverness and 
Strathaven.
LIVINGSTONE –  Jean, Ian, 
Moira and family of the late 
Mary Jane Livingstone wish 
to express their sincere thanks 
to all the family, friends and 
neighbours for their kind-
ness, support, cards, phone 
calls and � owers  following 
their recent sad loss.  To Dr 
McIlroy and District Nurses 
from Taynuilt Surgery for 
the care given to Mary.  To 
the team at Carers Direct 
who cared for Mary for many 
years. To Rev Margaret Miller 
and Rev Tom Telfer for a com-
forting service.  To all who 
came to the church and inter-
ment.  To Ian MacInnes from 
D & A Munn for his kindness 
and professional services.  To 
the Brander Lodge Hotel for 
the catering. To all the kind 
Lismore folk for the taxi 
service from the Ferry. To the 
wonderful ladies in Lismore 
for the catering. � e retiring 
collection raised the sum of 
£450.50 for Muckairn Parish 
Church Fund.  Mary is now 
back home in her beloved 
Lismore.

MEMORIAMS
BOA – In loving memory of Isobel, 
who passed away June 17, 2007.
Fondest memories always.
- Willie and family.
CAMPBELL - Loving mem-
ories of our dear parents, 
grandparents, and in-laws
Marion L. who passed away 
June 19 2007, Angus D. on 
April 27 1981 and our sister 
and auntie, Lexy Donaldson 
on July 27 1989.
Deeply missed by all of us
� e families in Bunessan 
(Mull) and away.
FERGUSON - Precious 
memories of a dear husband, 
dad and grampa Angus, died 
June 11, 1993.
- Catherine and family.
LANGLEY - Remembering 
with our love Stewart, who 
passed away on June 12, 2011.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Ann and Craig, Tiree and 
Exmouth.

MACALLISTER - In 
loving memory of our dear 
parents, grandparents and 
great-grandparents Margaret 
who passed away on June 17, 
1995 and William who passed 
away July 20, 1996.
Never more than a thought away 
Loved and remembered every day.
- Phemie, Margaret, John, Fay 
and family.
MACINNES - Precious 
memories of Jackie, who died 
on June 16, 2016.
Sorely missed.
- Marina and family.
MACKENZIE - In loving 
memory of my son  Alexander, 
drowned 20 years ago.
Always in our thoughts and 
prayers. RIP.
- Mum, Gordon, Michael, 
Lynda, Louis and Mhairi.
MACNEIL - Michael, died 
June 16, 2007.
Always with me.
- Marie.
MACPHERSON - In loving 
memory of a dear husband 
and father Gordon, who 
died June 16, 1990. Also a 
dear son and brother, Royal 
Marine Commando, Gordon 
Cameron, killed in action 
during the Falklands con� ict, 
June 12, 1982.
Memories keep you ever near us
� ough you both le�  us years 
ago
- Dorothy and David.
MCQUADE - In loving 
memory of my dear mum 
Anne, who passed away on 
June 13, 2017.
It doesn’t take a special day to 
bring you to my mind
� e days I do not think of you 
are very hard to � nd.
- Anthony.
ROBERTSON - In loving 
memory of Mary who passed 
away June 18, 2010.
A loving wife, mum, granny 
and sister.
- Billy and family
SINCLAIR - Cherished 
memories of Ronnie, beloved 
husband, dad, father-in-law 
and grampa, passed away 
June 17, 2008.
You le�  us happy memories
Your love is still our guide
Although we cannot see you 
 You are always by our side.
- Joan and family.

SMITH - In loving memory 
of James (Pop), a loving hus-
band, father, father-in-law, 
granddad and great-grand-
dad, who passed away on 
June 14, 2000. Precious 
memories last forever.
- Inserted by his loving 
wife Rena and family, 31(a) 
Glencruitten Drive, Oban.

SUTHERLAND - Treasured 
memories of our dear dad 
and granda, Ray, who died on  
June 19, 1998.
Every time we think of you
Our hearts still � ll with pride
� ough we will always miss 
you dad
We know you’re by our side
In laughter and in sorrow

In sunshine and through rain
We know you’re watching 
over us
Until we meet again.
 - Louise, Elaine, Lorna, 
Donna and families.
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THOUGHT 
for the week

The brass band from Esslingen entertain at a ceilidh in the Glencruitten Centre.

Brass band from Germany on 
church’s summer visitors’ list

Argyll Presbytery has a 
new moderator installed
A new moderator for the Argyll Presbytery 
has been installed at a service at Inveraray 
Parish Church.

Reverend Dr Roderick Campbell took over 
the role from the Reverend Dugald Cameron.

The communion service that followed and 

the day’s presbytery business were conducted 
by the Rev Campbell in his new role.

He was delighted by the support he received 
from the Inveraray community, his two other 
West Lochfyneside churches and members of 
the Presbytery.

When St John’s Episcopal 
Chapel was in its earliest 
form in the mid-19th 
century, it was between a 
timber yard, fields and a 
tannery.

That early church 
on George Street was 
later enveloped into grander 
structures, as aspirations 
grew and the chapel devel-
oped into the cathedral we 
now see. It still has much to 
complete, but is a testimony 
to the visions, worship and 
care of generations.

However, St John’s is more 
than its stone. It is a living 
witness to the faith which 
continues to be nurtured 
and shared in a very 
different Oban from the one 
it first saw. In the midst of 
the busyness of local life 
and the itinerary of visitors, 
the building offers a quiet 
place of ref lection, while 
the music of worship and 
concerts can lift the soul out 
of daily routines.

Its physical presence 
symbolises all those who 
have found the constant 
presence of God in life 
and the strength and hope 
offered to all who still look 
to him. Its stones have 
certainly seen much and 
tell many stories; but the 
building represents so much 
more – a God of love who 
offers the good news that all 
are welcome in his house.

Very Rev Margi Campbell,
Provost of St John’s Episcopal 

Cathedral, Oban.

Oban Parish Church can list an 
18-piece brass band from Germany 
among its summer visitors so far.

The band from Esslingen, near 
Stuttgart, were guests of the church 
at a ceilidh in the Glencruitten 
Centre.

Parish minister the Reverend 
Dugald Cameron and Pfarrer 
Christoph Bauerle from the 
StadtKirche and Frauenkirche in 
Esslingen became friends after 
studying for the ministry both in 
Edinburgh and Tubingen.

Last May, 28 Oban parishioners 
went to Germany and met up with 
Pfr Bauerle’s congregation and  the 
Esslingen brass band who regularly 
entertain in the city.

Presentations were made and 
German cake was shared when the 

band came to Oban recently. As 
well as playing at a parish Sunday 
service, the band also performed 
at St John’s Episcopal Cathedral in 
the town in front of a 100-strong 
audience organised by Oban Music 
Society.

Marilyn Shedden, a previous moderator, pictured 
with the Reverend Dr Roderick Campbell and

Dr Chris Brett, outgoing presbytery clerk.
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Wishing Kyles Athletic lots of luck in 
The Celtic Cup Final from Paul 

& Chris Moss at IPM Associates.
The services we provide as part of our business that we would 

like to include in the advert are as follows;
• Civil & Structural Engineering

• Timber Frame Panel Drawings For The Self Builder
• SER Certifi cation

• Drainage Assessment & Design
• Site Investigations

• Topographical Surveys & Setting Out
• Architectural Design Services

Tel: 01700811811

Kyles Athletic and Oban 
Camanachd meet in the 
114th Scottish Sea Farms 
Glasgow Celtic Society 
Cup Final at the Taynuilt 
Sports Field on Saturday 
June 30.

This tournament is open 
to all south senior sides 
playing in shinty’s top 
three tiers, and Glasgow 
Cowal were inaugural 
winners in 1879.
Holders Kyles Athletic 

Glasgow Celtic Society Cup Final 2018

have lifted the famous 
trophy a record 34 
times and their recent 
dominance sees them 
going for ‘six-in-a-row’. 
Their 3-1 win over Oban 
Camanachd in 2017 gave 
James Perlich a fi rst tro-
phy as manager.
Perlich will keep a careful 
eye on defender Callum 
Miller and forward 

Roddy MacDonald ahead 
of the fi nal. Injury ruled 
Miller out of the Kyles 
starting line-up which 
beat Lochaber 7-1 in the 
league last weekend. 
MacDonald came off  
after suff ering a knock 
in that game and neither 
will be risked unneces-
sarily against Oban Celtic 
this week.
Oban Camanachd have 
recorded 18 Celtic 
Society successes; the 
last being back in 2005 
when they beat Bute 7-4. 
They were runners-up 
last year but there is a 

strong feeling within 
their camp that they did 
not do themselves justice 
that day.
Manager Ian Hay is 
pleased defender Scott 
McKillop is making pro-
gress following a long-
term injury whilst Lorne 
Dickie has benefi ted 
from a fortnight’s rest as 
he regains fi tness.
The sides have met 
already this season, 
drawing 1-1 in the league 
at Mossfi eld, so another 
close contest seems 
likely.
Ross Brown is the match 

referee, taking charge 
of his fi rst senior fi nal. 
He will receive the Jack 
Asher Memorial Whistle 
which has been present-
ed since 2016. Jack was a 
director of the Glasgow 
Celtic Society for 50 years 
and refereed the fi nal on 
three occasions. Ross 
Brown will be supported 
by goal judges Des 
McNulty and Graham 
Fisher, while the experi-
enced Lachie Wood, who 
refereed last year’s fi nal, 
is the fourth o�  cial.
The Donald J MacNiven 
Memorial Medal will be 

Taynuilt 
Sports Field

Saturday June 30 2018
Throw up: 

4pm
Throw up: 

4pm
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Good Luck 
to Kyles 

from all at
Andrew’s 
Garage

Tighnabruaich, PA21 2DS
01700 811386

awarded to the man of 
the match. Dunky Kerr 
was the 2017 recipient; 
his reward for a � ne all-
round performance in 
which he scored two of 
his side’s goals.
With the � nal fast 
approaching, Archie 
Robertson from the 
Glasgow Celtic Society 
said: ‘We are anticipating 
a great day and Taynuilt 
has proved to be an 
excellent venue for the 
� nal. We thank new 
sponsors Scottish Sea 
Farms and I’m sure they 
will enjoy the occasion.

‘We’ve also continue 
our very successful 
partnership with the 
Taynuilt Sports Council 
and Taynuilt Shinty Club 
and their usual e�  cient 
co-operation in the lead-
up to the � nal is much 
appreciated.
‘Kyles Athletic and Oban 
Camanachd are two of 
shinty’s top sides and 
there’s great interest 
in the game so I’m sure 
there will be big crowd 
and an entertaining � nal. 
We are especially pleased 
to have Billy Irving and 
his wife Yvonne along as 

our special guests on the 
day.’
The Glasgow Celtic 
Society will again honour 
the winning team from 
50 years ago. Inveraray 
beat Glasgow Mid Argyll 
3-2 at Yokermill Road 
on May 4, 1968, with 
Billy MacPherson, Iain 
Morrison and R Campbell 
scoring. The surviving 
veterans able to make 
the � nal will be intro-
duced to the crowd.
Throw up is at 4.05pm 
and the � nal will be 
broadcast live on BBC 
ALBA.

Tel: 01631 562383 Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: info@boydplumbers.co.uk

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

Good Luck to 
Oban Camanachd

Glasgow Celtic Society Cup Final 2018

Glasgow Celtic Society Challenge Cup Final
4pm throw-up, Saturday 30 June 2018, Taynuilt sports � eld

KYLES ATHLETIC
V

OBAN CAMANACHD

FREE coloured shinty ball for the � rst 
250 spectators through the gates, 

compliments of Scottish Sea Farms.

Proud to support shinty’s oldest tournament.
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GOLF

OT

The annual Golf Outing for Oban and District Licensed 
Trade Association was held at Glencruitten Golf Club 
recently
 The players enjoyed constant sunshine and high 
temperatures and the winning stableford scores were 
also very high.
 The senior licensee present was Aulay Dunn who 
presented the prizes and thanked Glencruitten Golf 
Club and the sta�  for looking after the players on the 
day. He also thanked Tennents for generously donating 
prizes. 

The overall winner of the Grants Standfast Trophy was 
Peter MacDougall, a member of Isle of Seil Golf Club, 
with a handicap of 27, who recorded 39 stableford 
points.   Second in that section with 37 points was 
Allan Garrett. The best scratch score was recorded 
by Jonathan MacMillan with 37 points, playing o�  a 
handicap of eight.

The best licensee for the second year running was 
Bryan Livingston of the Ranald Hotel.

Prizes for nearest the pin at the � fth  were won by 
Aulay Dunn and at the 15th by Jonathan MacMillan.

Licensed Trade golfers 
swelter in the sun

Trophy winners at the recent Oban and District 
Licensed trade golf competition – Peter MacDougall, 
Bryan Livingston and Jonathan MacMillan.

L-R; Amanda Anderson, Dennis Davitt, David Milton, Gus MacDonald, Anna Morris, 
Donnie MacPhail, Derek Street and Stuart MacNeil

Although numbers were 
down for Glencoe Boat Club’s 
annual regatta, the event was 
still a resounding success 
with competitors seeing 
great sailing contending the 
tricky conditions of Loch 
Leven. Only three boats 
entered the passage race from 
Oban to Glencoe. With no 
wind in Oban Race O�  cer 
Jean Aitken took the � eet to 
Appin for the start and the 
wind gradually � lled in and 
increased for a steady kite run 
to the � nish.

� e BB10 Vaila of Peter Watt 
managed to get away from Eric 
and Irena Chapman’s Sigma 
33 Amber Haze in the � nal 
stages and also took line hon-
ours. Iain and Myra Clark’s 
Roberts 34 Supertramp won 
the restricted sail class. 

Winds remained light for 
the � rst race of the regatta day 
with Vaila again taking the 
honours but being usurped 
in Race 2 by club commodore 
David Southcott’s Trapper 
28, � e Black Pig.  Although 
there was hope of getting a 
third race in, the race o�  cer 
opted to abandon this given 
impending thundery weather 
conditions. Hamish Loudon 
of Lochaber Yacht Club 
towed two Solings down for 
the event with his Westerly 
Fumarole competing in one 
on the regatta day.

� e best Glencoe boat 
winning the Ray Darker 

Tricky conditions 
for Glencoe regatta

Memorial Cup was Vaila and 
Peter raced, with Neil Slinger 
and Ewan Lawrie as crew. 
Vaila also li� ed the coveted 
Slate trophy for the best 
overall performance of the 
weekend. 

Peter said: ‘As ever, we’ve 
had a fabulous sailing week-
end and it’s a great honour to 
li�  the Slate Trophy and that 
for the best local boat. We’re 
having competitive sailing on 

club nights and weekends and 
this is set to continue for the 
season.’ 

Commodore David 
Southcott said the club was 
grateful to all the visitors, 
particularly those who re-
turned to compete year a� er 
year: ‘It’s so much appreciated 
since a huge amount of work 
goes into running the regatta 
by the committee members. 

‘� anks also to Angus Fyfe 

for providing the food and 
David Cooper for providing 
the prizegiving dinner venue 
at Cra� s and � ings.’ 

David went on to pay tribute 
to the e� orts of the team 
that had refurbished the 
clubhouse which had taken 
four months: ‘� e result is 
fantastic – and we owe a huge 
thanks to those who made 
this happen and also the kind 
benefactor who funded it.’

SAILING

Prizewinnes at the recent Glencoe Boat Club Regatta

Spring shoot at Glendaruel and Colintraive Gun Club 

Glendaruel and Colintraive 
Gun Club held the 
Glen� ddich Challenge 
Trophy open shoot on 
Saturday June 2. 

� is is the fourth year 
of this sponsorship from 
William Grant and Sons 
through Mrs Anna Morris 
who organises all of the 
very generous prizes.

� is year 27 guns com-
peted for the Trophy on a 
very hot sunny day. High 
Gun for the day on a score 
of 147 was local Donnie 
MacPhail, second equal 
on a score of 143 were Gus 
MacDonald from Duror, 
Derek Street a member 
of Glendaruel and David 
Milton from Dumbarton, 
� � h was Stuart MacNeill, 
East Kilbride on 141 and 

sixth was Dennis Davitt 
from Appin on 140. 

Best local trophy other 
than High gun was Derek 
Street. 

Ladies prize went to 

Amanda Anderson, while 
the Pool Trap competition 
was won by David Milton.

� anks to Pat Currie, 
Anne MacPhail and Joanne 
MacBride for their excellent 

catering and selling ra�  e 
tickets. Special thanks to 
Anna Morris and William 
Grant and Sons for their 
continued support and 
sponsorship.

SHOOTINGFOOTBALL

New players wanted
The new Oban Saints managment team of Donald 
Campbell and Willie Gemmell are on the lookout for 
new players to strengthen the squad for the coming 
season.
 Donald said: ‘We are looking for committed players 
who are willing to train during the week and are 
available to play on a Saturday.’
 ‘We are having a break at the moment after a long 
hard season, but training will be on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 6.30pm at the rugby club, starting 
on Monday July 2, where new players will be made 
more than welcome.’
 Saints have organised a number of attractive 
pre-season � xtures, starting with the D & K La� erty 
Cup Tournament at Moss� eld on Saturday July 7. Teams 
taking part are St Johnstone, Hamilton Accies, Dundee 
United, Alloa Athletic and hosts Oban Saints.
 This will be followed by home games against Vale of 
Leven Juniors on July 21; Kincardine FC on July 28, and 
the Argyll and Bute Cup Tournament in Lochgilphead 
on August 4.
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�e third round of the Scottish 
Rally Championships, �e 
RSAC Scottish Rally, was 
held in the forests around 
the Lockerbie/Mo�at area of 
the Scottish Borders, writes 
Gavini Brown. 
 Furnace driver Douglas Watt 
took his historic spec MkII 
Escort, freshly repaired a�er a 
small indiscretion on the last 
outing at the Speyside Stages 
and was pairing up with Mark 
Grierson from Edinburgh, an 
experienced co-driver.
  �e pair were seeded car 
30 in the two-wheel drive 
section, run �rst on the day in 
a new schedule being piloted 
by the rally, the two-wheel 
drive cars covering the stages 
before the four-wheel drive 
cars followed in the a�ernoon.
 With the dry conditions in 
the weeks running up to the 
event, dust would be the main 
problem for those running 
further down the �eld.
 Douglas attacked the �rst 
stage, Twiglees, and was 
catching the car in front 
when, unfortunately due to 
the dust being created by that 
car, came out of a 90 degree 
corner with zero visibility and 
connected heavily with a rock, 
damaging the suspension and 
forcing his early retirement. 
�e car, and the driver, are 
noticeably quicker  each event 
they compete in and it’s only 
a matter of time before the 
results are there.
 �e other Argyll car out 
on the stages was Ally 
Currie from Mull and Grant 
McNiven in the Ford Fiesta 
ST picking up ninth overall 
and �rst in Class 6. 
 �e next round of the 
Scottish Championship is 
Argyll Rally, based in Dunoon 

Busy period for Argyll rally crews, 
both on Tarmac and in the forests

Kilmartin’s Willie Beattie Snr and Phil Sandham �nished 
12th overall and second in Class 3.

Lochgilphead’s Ian Parker and Fraser Smith in their Honda 
Civic.

Willie Beattie and Steven Beattie from Lochgilphead in 
their Escort MKII.

Overall winner in round three  of the Scottish Tarmac championships held at he MoD base in Leuchars was Alan Kirkaldy 
and his co-driver Eoghan Anderson from Cairnbaan. Photographs: westcoastphotos

on June 23. �e closest round 
for most Argyll rally enthusi-
asts and one not to be missed. 
�e stages look absolutely 
breathtaking this year and 
well worth a watch.
 �e Scottish Tarmac Rally 
Championship continues as 
well with round three being 
the Granite at Leuchars Stages 
hosted by Aberdeen and 
District Motor Club at the 
MOD base in Leuchars, Fife. 
 Argyll was well represented 
both in the drivers seat and 
the co-drivers. All Argyll 
crew Willie and Steven Beattie 
from Lochgilphead were out 
in the newly �nished and 
beautifully �nished Escort 
MkII. �ey were absolutely 
�ying and really getting to 
grips with the car when a 
sixth gear lock up threw them 
into a spin and o� the stage, 
clouting a fairly substantial 
fence post in the process. �e 
navigators side now looks 
decidedly second hand, but 
nothing a few hours in the 
workshop will not sort.
 A bent bottom suspension 
arm put paid to them rejoin-
ing but they will take the 
positives and the blistering 
pace into the next round for 
sure.
 Willie Beattie Snr from 
Kilmartin in his equally 
exquisite Escort was also 
beginning to get the hang of 
the car, with some more seat 
time this year, not to mention 
experienced co-driver, Phil 
Sandham, pushing him on. 
A�er making sure his boys 
were okay when they didn’t 
show up at service a�er their 
spin, he continued on to se-

cure 12th overall and second 
in class, his �rst honours since 
building the car. �e next 
round may see some family 
ties severely stretched, at 
least until the �nal results are 
announced.
 Lochgilphead’s Ian Parker 
was also out in familiar ma-
chinery, co-driving for Fraser 
Smith in his Canal Garage 
prepared Honda Civic. �e 
pair were also making good 
progress up the class rankings 

until the di� decided to im-
plode and �nished their rally 
on Stage 6. 
 �e drive of the day was not 
in question. Alan Kirkaldy led 
from start to �nish despite 
some interesting issues in the 
�rst test. His door came loose 
and he continued, holding the 
door shut by the open window 
while steering, changing gear 
and waving with the other. 
Astonishingly he still man-
aged quickest stage time by 

�ve seconds.  His co-driver for 
the day could forgive himself 
for being a little green about 
the gills a�er that. Eoghan 
Anderson from Cairnbaan 
was lucky enough to win the 
seat in a charity auction at the 
Annual STRC Dinner earlier 
in the year. An experience 
he is unlikely to forget in a 
hurry, although some of the 
memories may be a little bit 
blurry and perhaps just a little 
sideways.

 �e top three were rounded 
out by Ian Forgan, ably 
guided round in his Subaru 
by his daughter in her �rst 
rally and the �nal position 
on the podium went to Ian 
and Allan Paterson, also in a 
Subar u. 
 �e next round is at Crail 
where the Beattie boys will 
be back out, Ian Parker swaps 
a civic for an Escort MkII 
and Donald Bowness is set to 
get back out in the Nova.

RALLYING
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The Annual Tiree Golf weekend was hosted by Tober-
mory on the weekend of June 9 and 10.

 In perfect weather conditions the Western 
Approaches Trophy was played on Saturday and the 
winner with 27 points was the oldest member of 
Tobermory Golf Club who still retains a handicap – 75- 
year-old John Wilshire; second was Gordon Chalmers 
on 26 points and third Donald Brown snr on 34 points.

 On Sunday the Tobermory Golf Club team won the 
Cadden Cup by four games to two. All in all a great 
weekend which next year will see this competition turn  
50 years old, so we look forward to a big event at Vaul 
Golf Club Tiree. 

Result of the Wednesday nine-hole Stableford – 1. 
Scott Paterson 23 points; 2. Alastair Currie 20 points; 3. 
Tom Nunn 17 points.

John Wilshire being presented with the Western 
Approaches Trophy by Tobemory Golf Club captain 
Donald (Dods) MacLean.

Tobermory and Tiree teams pictured after playing for 
the Cadden Cup.

Tobermory defeat 
Tiree in Cadden Cup

Gaelic speaker Calum is Scotland 
cricket hero

Paci�c Building Ltd sponsored Trevor Allen Texas 
Scramble competition played on 10 June 2018 at 
Taynuilt. 1 Susan Asher, Norman Asher, Jim Carmichael 
64 - 10.5 = 53.5; 2 Susan Cameron, Keith Cameron, 
Alex Needham 67 - 11.2 = 55.8; 3 David Warren, Susan 
Warren, Richard Bergant 64 - 08.0 = 56.0

Ladies Longest Drive at seventh/ 16th holes: Lily 
McKay (Dalmally GC);  Ladies Nearest the Pin at sixth/ 
15th holes: Sue Asher (Taynuilt GC).

Gents Longset Drive at �rst / 10th holes: Andy Ronald 
(Taynuilt GC);  Gents Nearest the Pin at third/ 12th 
Holes: Phil Monteith (Glencruitten GC).

Trevor Allen Texas Scramble

GOLF

Prizewinners at the Trevor Allen Texas Scramble.

Scotland batsman Calum 
MacLeod described Scot-
land’s thrilling six-run one-
day international win over 
England at the Grange cricket 
ground in Edinburgh as ‘a 
great day in Scottish cricket 
history’.

MacLeod was born in 
Glasgow but is a �uent 
Gaelic speaker who attended 
Hillpark Secondary School, 
the Glasgow Gaelic School at 
the time. His family original-
ly came from South Uist.

MacLeod’s superb 140 not 
out paved the way for this 
historic win over the ‘auld 
enemy’. Scotland made the 

CRICKETmagni�cnet total of 371 for 
�ve. Scotland then held o� 
a charge from England’s 
batsmen in reply to secure the 
biggest win in their history. 
England fell six runs short 
being bowled out for 365.

‘It’s certainly one of the best 
games of cricket I’ve been 
involved in.’

Scotland have been im-
proving steadily since the 
2015 World Cup and were 
only denied a place in the 
2019 tournament when rain 
stopped their match against 
West Indies in the qualifying 
tournament in March.

MacLeod says the 

International Cricket Coun-
cil’s decision to cut the World 
Cup to only 10 teams makes 
the win over England all the 
more important.

A�er his impressive display 
MacLeod has signed for the 
Derbyshire T20 Blast squad. 
He joins compatriot Safyaan 
Sharif and Scotland head 
coach Grant Bradbury, who is 
in Derbyshire’s T20 backroom 
team. 

MacLeod who has scored 
2,342 runs for Scotland in 
85 games has also played for 
Warwickshire and Durham

Calum MacLeod salutes the crowd after his superb innings.

Dad beats cancer to bike 600 miles

Oban’s ‘only competitor’ in 
this year’s Scottish six day 
motorcycle trials, George 
Gage, raised more than 
£1,200 for the Beatson 
Cancer Charity competing 
in the event for the �rst 
time, celebrating 10 years as 
a cancer survivor.

�e Scottish Six Days Trial, 
centred in Fort William 
each May, sees riders com-
pleting up to 100 miles each 
day over six consecutive 
days. Each day they will take 
on a combination of rough 
moorland, rocky tracks 
and public roads in the best 
– and worst – weather the 
Highlands of Scotland can 
throw at them.

For safety reasons, the 
Scottish Six Days Trial 
is limited to around 270 
competitors, but entries are 
regularly in excess of 400, 
such is the popularity of the 

event. Gage explained: ‘�e 
Scottish Six Days Trial, com-
monly known as the Scottish, 
has a reputation for being the 
toughest trial in the world.

‘Since starting in 1909, 
riders from all over the world 

have come to compete in this 
event, which is a real test of 
the skill, consistency and 
�tness of the riders, as well as 
a test of the bike itself.

‘�e Scottish is one of the 
few events where everyday 

trials riders get to ride along-
side with professional and 
world class riders. Competing 
in this trial is a dream of 
every trials rider.

‘I was diagnosed at the end 
of 2006 with testicular cancer 
which spread to my lung. I 
�nished my treatment just 
before my daughter Olivia 
was born in June 2007. I am 
forever grateful for the care 
I received from the Beatson 
in Glasgow and would like 
to continue to support the 
amazing work they do for all 
the patients in their care.’

�e Beatson Cancer Charity 
provides patients and sta� 
with the most cutting-edge 
equipment, treatments and 
surroundings to �ght cancer. 
It also o�ers a range of com-
plementary therapies to help 
relax patients and provide 
relief from pain, insomnia, 
nausea, phobia and anxiety.

You can donate via George’s 
JustGiving webpage.

SIX DAYS TRIAL

George Gage competing in the Scottish Six Days Trial.
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday June 14, 2018 are 
listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times 
are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 05.51 4.0 12.00 0.8 
 18.00 4.0  **.**  *.*
Fri 00.31 0.5 06.34 4.0 
 12.46 0.4 18.44 4.0
Sat 01.22 0.5 07.19 3.8 
 13.33 0.4 19.29 3.9
Sun 02.13 0.6 08.06 3.6 
 14.22 0.5 20.18 3.8
Mon 03.07 0.8 08.58 3.4 
 15.14 0.7 21.09 3.6
Tues 04.05 1.0 09.56 3.2 
 16.08 0.9 22.07 3.4
Wed 05.08 1.2 11.10 3.0 
 17.07 1.1 23.17 3.2             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Strong winds
and heavy 
from the west
Temperatures 
10°C to 14ºC.
Friday 
Light
rain and breezy
from the south south west
Temperatures 
10°C to 15ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Light rain on Saturday
Cloudy on Sunday
Breezy from
the south south west
Temperatures 
11ºC to 16  ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

12

15

14

OT

Continued from page 72
and a good set piece, which 
gave them a dominant plat-
form as the game wore on.

Canada had chances in the 
� rst 40 minutes but did not 
threaten the visitors line and 
had to deal with a yellow card 
a� er prop Noah Barker was 
binned for a late tackle on 
fellow loose-head prop Alan 
Dell.

At the home of the 
Edmonton Eskimos CFL 
team, any chance of a Canada 
win slowly melted in the sul-
try evening heat as Scotland 
steadily built a lead they 
never relinquished from Sam 
Hidalgo-Clyne’s opening 
penalty on the � ve-minute 
mark.

A try from Bryon McGuigan 
shortly a� er, following a neat 
pick-up o�  the deck from 
debutant James Lang, put the 
winger in at the corner (0-8).

Ruaridh Jackson was 

rewarded a� er another 
strong lineout maul in the 
Canadian’s 22 created space 
on the narrow side for the 
Glasgow Warrior to score.

Half-time: Canada 3-15 
Scotland

Hooker Turner opened 
his account early in the sec-
ond-half from an attacking 
lineout. � e Scottish rolling 
maul punched a hole in the 
hosts defence and Turner 
dotted down (3-22).

Canada responded well and 
put the Scots under pressure 
from the restart, resulting in a 
penalty try and Jackson being 
sin-binned for a deliberate 
knock-on (10-22).

Adam Hastings came o�  
the bench to replace fellow 
debutant, to make a piece 
of Scottish rugby history, 
following his father Gavin’s 

footsteps to represent his 
country and becoming the 
15th father/son combinations 
to be capped for Scotland.

In-form Edinburgh full-
back Blair Kinghorn made 
his � rst start in his favoured 
position and narrowly missed 
out on a score on 53 minutes, 
being held up a� er breaking 
through the home defence.

Soon a� er, however, 
Edinburgh back-row Magnus 
Bradbury broke through a 
gap in the defence to score 
(10-29).

Edinburgh lock Lewis 
Carmichael joined the game 
on the hour to make his 
Scotland debut, replacing 
Ben Toolis, with Murray 
McCallum coming on for 
Simon Berghan at the same 
time.

McCallum put in a thump-
ing tackle on half-way to stop 
a Canada attack and win 
Scotland a penalty, and was 

nearly the recipient of the 
resulting try from a rolling 
maul, but it was ruled out.

Scotland did, however, have 
a penalty, which was kicked 
to the corner, with Turner 
� nishing the resulting maul 
for his second (10-34).

� ree minutes later Turner 
had his hat-trick from 
an identical move, as the 
Canadian defence tired up 
front (10-41).

Scotland, to their credit, 
still looked hungry and 
continued to pass crisply and 
run through their attacking 
patterns as the game entered 
the � nal phases.

As the Scots pressured 
Canada in their 22, Bradbury 
fed Lewis Carmichael, who 
took a great inside line and 
powered on for 20 metres to 
score on his debut to com-
plete the win and secure the 
Douglas JL Horn Memorial 
Cup.
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RUGBY

Bradbury scores try in Canada

Gaelic speaker Calum is Scotland 
cricket hero

Calum MacLeod  on his way to 140 not out against England. Photographs: Donald MacLeod
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MacTavish fi nal promises 
to be an enthralling affair
� e cottages.com MacTavish  
Cup � nal takes centre stage this 
Saturday when Kinlochshiel take 
on Newtomore at Bught Park, 
Inverness, at 4pm.
 Caberfeidh and Kingussie will 
have to replay their Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup quarter � nal tie 
and Kinlochshiel go two points clear 
at the top of the Marine Harvest 
Premiership following the shinty 
action on Saturday June 9.

Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup – 
second round
Caberfeidh 1
Kingussie 1
Caberfeidh and Kingussie will have 
to do it all over again a� er they 
drew 1-1 in their Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup second round tie at 
Castle Leod.

Ewen Pilcher returned in goal for 
Caberfeidh, taking over from Ian 
MacColl. Craig Morrison started in 
defence alongside his brother Blair 
Morrison, with Ben MacDonald 
dropping onto the bench. 

Robert Mabon was still out for 
Kingussie so Lee Bain played at 
full back. Keeper Craig Dawson 
returned, with Louis Munro at 
centre and James Falconer on the 
bench alongside James Hutchison 
and Garry Munro. Roddy Young 
was missing.

Castle Leod looked splendid in 
the hazy sun with the pitch in great 
condition for a shinty match. 

� ere was a sizeable crowd too, 
making for a good atmosphere.

With Caberfeidh’s Ally 
MacLennan looking good in the 
middle of the park, Craig Dawson 
was the busier of the two keepers, 
saving well from veteran Graham 
MacGregor early on. 

When Ewen Pilcher was called into 
action, he made a � ying stop to deny 
Ruaridh Anderson.  

Caberfeidh took the lead on 51 
minutes. � e Kingussie defence 
were caught out as a low corner 
came to Graham MacGregor who  
scored to make it 1-0.

In the second half, Caberfeidh 
went for the second goal that would 
surely see them safely into the next 
round but the Kingussie defence, 
especially the excellent Alexander 
Michie, kept them at bay.

Caberfeidh were le�  to re� ect on 
what might have been when Fraser 
Munro levelled on 72 minutes. 
A high ball forward from James 
Hutchison evaded goalie Ewen 
Pilcher and Fraser Munro took ad-

Kingussie’s Calum Grant tries to block a shot from Kevin Bartlett of 
Caberfeidh during their Camanachd Cup second round tie at Castle 
Leod which ended in a 1-1 draw. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

vantage to score from close in. It was 
a great game of shinty, with both 
sides having spells of dominance 
as the contest swayed one way then 
the other. A draw was probably a 
fair result, although Caberfeidh may 
argue they did just enough to edge it.  

Calum Girvan was the referee and 
he will take charge of the cottages.
com MacTavish Cup Final between 
Kinlochshiel and Newtonmore at 
Bught Park this Saturday. 

Kilmallie and Inveraray will do 
battle for the penultimate Tulloch 
Homes Camanachd Cup quarter 
� nal slot at � e Canal Parks this 
Saturday, whilst the replay between 
Kingussie and Caberfeidh likely to 
be scheduled for a week later. 

 

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Newtonmore 4 
Lovat 1
Two title hopefuls met in a 3pm 
throw-up at � e Eilan but this was 
a more one-sided encounter than 
many anticipated as Newtonmore 
beat Lovat 4-1.

Newtonmore’s Michael Russell 
was free of suspension and started 
in the unusual position of buckshee 
forward where his constant running 
was a problem for the Lovat defence. 
Norman Campbell marked Marc 
MacLachlan and Glen MacKintosh, 
still su� ering from a rib injury, was 
an unused substitute but he hopes 
to make his return at this Saturday’s 
cottages.com MacTavish Cup Final 
against Kinlochshiel.  

Lovat defender Mark Kelly joined 
Scott MacKenzie on the injury list 
a� er taking a blow to the ribs against 
Skye a week earlier.

Newtonmore got o�  to a great start 
and when the ball came to Steven 
MacDonald on the right on three  
minutes, he drilled a shot home to 
make it 1-0.

It got even better for the home 
support on 16 minutes. Jamie 
Robinson, on the le� , struck a shot 
from distance which was saved by 
Lovat goalie Stuart MacDonald but 
Iain Robinson placed the bouncing 
rebound into the net. 

Lovat were forced to replace full 
back Drew Howie who limped 
o�  a� er going for a ball with Iain 
Robinson. Daniel Grieve went to full 
back with Martin Mainland coming 
o�  the bench. 

Newtonmore were totally dom-
inant and kept creating chances. 
Evan Menzies cut in from the wing 
but Stuart MacDonald got a leg to 
his shot, de� ecting it away at the ex-
pense of a corner. From the resultant 

corner, the ball dropped out of the 
air for Menzies but his spectacular 
� rst-time e� ort went just wide of 
goal.    

Evan Menzies was again denied 
by keeper MacDonald shortly a� er 
when he shot goalwards following a 
rehearsed free-hit. 

Lovat were � nding it di�  cult to 
pin down Evan Menzies who picked 
out Iain Robinson who was just o�  
balance as he sent the ball over the 
bar from just inside the ‘D’.

� ere was a � ashpoint between 
Steven MacDonald and Callum 
Cruden late in the half. Referee 
David Mitchell opted to take no ac-
tion a� er consulting his goal judge,  
whilst Newtonmore boss Paul John 
MacKintosh immediately replaced 
Steven MacDonald with Drew 
MacDonald. 

� e switch paid immediate 
dividends as Drew MacDonald 
scored with his � rst touch, netting 
following good lead up play from 
Iain Robinson, to make it 3-0 at the 
break.  

Fraser MacKintosh pushed on 
from mid� eld to hit a fourth three  
minutes a� er the re-start with a 
20-yard shot from just le�  of the 
penalty spot. 

Lovat got some consolation when 
Greg Matheson converted a 67th  
minute penalty, sending the ball 
over the right shoulder of keeper 
Kenny Ross who may just have got 
a slight touch. 

Ewen Fraser and Connor Jones 
came o�  the Newtonmore bench but 
play continued mainly towards the 
Lovat goal. 

Lovat manager Fraser Gallacher 
put Graeme MacMillan on in favour 
of Bailey Mackay, with Duncan 
Davidson going to wing centre.

Stuart MacDonald in the Lovat 
goal made a number of � ne saves to 
keep the score down and this was as 
well as Newtonmore have played for 
some time. 

With just a minute remaining, 
Evan Menzies was denied the goal 
he deserved when his strike came 
back o�  the inside post. � e ball 
rolled across goal, behind keeper 
Stuart MacDonald who turned and 
swept the ball away. 

Keeper Stuart MacDonald and 
Duncan Davidson were best for a 
well-beaten Lovat side with Daniel 
Grieve also doing well following his 
switch to full back. 

Newtonmore’s Rory Kennedy was 
the man of the match, snu�  ng out 
Greg Matheson’s threat. Kennedy 
may be the main reason Lovat 
have struggled to make the best 
of Matheson’s threat in recent 
games against Newtonmore. Jamie 
Robinson and David MacLean con-
trolled the mid� eld for large parts of 
the game. 

Newtonmore are now three points 
behind league leaders Kinlochshiel 
and a point behind Lovat with a 
game in hand on both teams. 

Glenurquhart 1
Kinlochshiel 2
A below par Kinlochshiel beat 
Glenurquhart 2-1 at Blairbeg to go 
two points clear at the top of the 
table.  Glenurquhart’s Oliver Black 
was missing so Chris Mack started 
whilst Kinlochshiel’s Paul MacRae 
was � t enough to play.

Kinlochshiel created some 
early chances without troubling 
Glenurquhart keeper Stuart 
MacKintosh but the hosts came 
back into the match and it took 
some good defensive play, par-
ticularly from Finlay MacRae and 
Conor Cormack, to keep the contest 
scoreless at the break. 

Glenurquhart introduced 
Cameron MacKintosh at the break 
and had to withstand a Kinlochshiel 
onslaught with Stuart MacKintosh 
equal to all that was thrown at him. 

Ali Nixon made his mark on 57 
minutes though when he steered the 
ball home at the back post. Keeper 
Stuart MacKintosh got to the ball 
but could only de� ect it high into 
the net. 

A � ne individual e� ort from John 
MacRae made it 2-0 on 64 minutes. 
MacRae went wide to gather the 
ball and used his strength to beat a 
couple of defenders on a run inside 
before � nding the net from 20 yards 
out.  

Glenurquhart halved the de� cit 
with a couple of minutes remaining. 
Cameron Bremner found James 
MacPherson who scored to make it 
2-1.

Kinlochshiel saw out the closing 
stages and it proved to be a good 
a� ernoon for Johnston Gill’s men as 
Lovat’s defeat gives them a two-point 
cushion at the top of the league.  

Glenurquhart certainly looked 
up for the game, whilst a subdued 
Kinlochshiel possibly had one 
eye on this Saturday’s cottages.
com MacTavish Cup Final against 
Newtonmore. 

Kyles Athletic 7 
Lochaber 1
Kyles Athletic stay level on points 
with third-placed Newtonmore a� er 
they beat managerless Lochaber 7-1 
at � e Dunoon Stadium.

Kyles’ Callum Miller was on the 
bench as he is carrying an injury. 

Lochaber are without a manager 
a� er Neil MacDonald stood down 
earlier in the week so injured de-
fender Brennan MacDonald looked 
a� er the team from the touchline. 

Kyles took the lead a� er seven 
minutes. Grant Irvine’s shot was 
blocked, but the Lochaber defence 
failed to clear their lines and Scott 
MacDonald scored from inside 
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Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup

MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup

Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup

Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Results

Fixtures

Saturday June 9
Camanachd Cup 2nd round
Caberfeidh 1 v 1 Kingussie 

Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup 3rd round
Lochside Rov 2 v 3 Kingussie
Newtonmore 8 v 0 Strathglass
Skye P v P Lochaber
Lochaber unable to � eld a team.
Walkover to Skye

Marine Harvest Premiership
Glenurquhart 1 v 2 Kinlochshiel
Kyles Athletic 7 v 1 Lochaber 
Newtonmore 4 v 1 Lovat 

Marine Harvest
National Division
Beauly 2 v 0 Fort William  
Inveraray 3 v 1 Glasgow MA
Oban Celtic 2 v 4 Kilmallie  
Strathglass 3 v 2 Inverness  

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Aberdour 2 v 2 Kyles Athletic
Col Glen 4 v 3 Inveraray 
Tayforth 1 v 2 Bute  
Taynuilt 1 v 1 Ballachulish

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Kilmallie 2 v 1 Strathspey
Lewis 3 v 3 Caberfeidh
Lochcarron 1 v 3 Boleskine

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Bute P v P Strachur
To be rescheduled
Glasgow MA 3 v 0 Aberdour 0 

� e draw for the third round of the 2018 Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup was made last Saturday at Oban Live, Moss� eld Stadium.  

Making the draw along with Astie Cameron of the Camanachd 
Association were Martin Gillespie from Scottish band Skerryvore and 
Ewen Cameron from STV who compered the two-day music festival. 
Players from Rock� eld and Park primary schools also attended the 
draw:

Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore
Bute v Lovat
Fort William v Kingussie/Caberfeidh
Kilmallie/Inveraray v Kyles Athletic                                
Matches are scheduled to be played on Saturday July 7.
� e Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup Final - Shinty’s BIG Day Out - 

will take place at Moss� eld Stadium on Saturday September 15.

Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup third round draw

Ewen Cameron and Martin Gillespie make the draw.
Photograph: Stephen Lawson

Saturday June 16
MacTavish Cup Final
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore
Calum Girvan - 4pm
Camanachd Cup replay
Kilmallie  v Inveraray  
Martin MacLean
Macaulay Cup 
Oban Camanachd  v  Ballachulish  
Ross Brown  - noon
Oban Celtic v Kyles Athletic   
Graham Cameron - 3pm
Bullough Cup 
Strachur v English Shinty Assoc 
Graham Fisher - 2.30pm 
Bute v Glenorchy
Ewan MacDonald - 2.30pm
Glasgow MA v Lochside Rovers  
Graham Fisher - 2.30pm
Premiership
Lovat v Lochaber 
John Angus Gillies - 1pm
National Division
Strathglass v Glasgow MA
Archie Ritchie - 1pm 
South Division One
Kilmory v Col Glen
Ted McDonald 
Inveraray v  Tayforth
Alex MacVicar 
Ballachulish v Aberdour 
Robert Baxter 
Bute v Taynuilt 
David Mitchell
North Division Two 
Strathspey v Lovat 
Neil MacDonald - 1pm 
Beauly v Kilmallie
John Wood - 1pm
Caberfeidh v Lochaber
John Matheson - 1pm
Boleskine v Strathglass
Des McNulty - 1pm 
Lewis v Lochcarron 
Henry MacInnes
Bullough Cup 
Strachur  v English Shinty Assoc 
Graham Fisher - 2.30pm 
Bute v Glenorchy
Ewan MacDonald - 2.30pm
Glasgow MA v Lochside Rovers  
Graham Fisher - 2.30pm

the ‘D’. Almost straight from the 
re-start, Dunky Kerr played a cross-
� eld pass to Roddy MacDonald who 
beat his man before making it 2-0 
from the edge of the ‘D’. 

Lochaber went on the attack and 
home keeper John Whyte was called 
into action as he saved a Pat Toal 
drive from 20 yards out. 

Roddy MacDonald played a ball 
in from the le�  wing on 27 minutes 
and Robbie MacLeod � nished crispy 
from 20 yards to make it 3-0.

Kyles added a brilliant fourth goal 
on 33 minutes. Ross MacRae played 
the ball out from the back to wing 
centre Gordon Whyte who found 
Dunky Kerr on the wing and he 
picked out Grant Irvine who blasted 
home from well out, to the le�  of 
goal. 

Lochaber pulled a goal back on 41 
minutes. A long ball from Shaun 
Nicolson was missed by the Kyles 
defence and Danny Delaney scored 
from close range, his second goal 
since his return from injury. 

Kyles almost made it 5-1 imme-
diately. A long shy from � omas 
Whyte came to Robbie MacLeod at 
the edge of the ‘D’ and he turned his 
man before bulleting his second into 
the roof of the net.

Roddy MacDonald added a sixth 
three minutes into the second half. 
Sandy MacKenzie, who came on for 
Scott MacDonald at le�  wing for-
ward at the interval,  played the pass 
for Scotland forward MacDonald to 
get his second goal of the game.    

A great save from Lochaber keeper 
Alistair MacDonald denied Robbie 
MacLeod a hat-trick but the ball fell 
to Sandy MacKenzie at the edge of 
the ‘D’ and he � red home to make 

it 7-1 with 57 minutes on the clock. 
� e game was certainly won so it 
was perhaps unsurprising there 
were no further goals during the 
� nal half hour. 

John Whyte was largely untrou-
bled in the second half, other than 
dealing with a Shaun Nicolson 
e� ort. 

Roddy MacDonald went o�  with 
10 minutes remaining a� er being 
caught just above the shin pad with 
a late swing and Kyles will hope 
to have him � t for this weekend’s 
Artemis Macaulay Cup quarter � nal 
tie away to Oban Celtic. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Oban Celtic 2
Kilmallie 4
Kilmallie scored four times in the 
� nal 15 minutes of this game as 
they came from two goals down to 
beat Oban Celtic 4-2 in their noon 
throw-up at Ganavan.

Oban Celtic manager Kenny 
Wotherspoon was without two key 
forwards in the suspended Andy 
MacDonald and Ross MacMillan 
who was injured. Craig MacMillan 
was also banned. 

Kilmallie boss Mark MacPherson 
was minus the services of forward 
Daniel Stewart. Liam MacDonald 
was at full forward where he was 
well policed by John Hill. 

A Daniel Madej e� ort looped over 
Kilmallie keeper Shane Gillies to 
give Celtic the lead on 34 minutes.  

Ally McKerracher produced a tidy 
� nish a� er good work from Daniel 
MacMillan to make it 2-0 four 

minutes a� er the re-start. A pivotal 
moment followed when referee 
Lachie Wood awarded Oban Celtic a 
penalty. With regular penalty taker 
Ross MacMillan, who hasn’t missed 
from the spot this season, and Andy 
MacDonald both missing, Connor 
Howe stepped up. He struck the ball 
low and hard to the keeper’s le� , but 
the ball went the wrong side of the 
post. 

It was a let-o�  for Kilmallie who 
got themselves back into the game 
with 15 minutes remaining. � e ball 
took a wicked bounce from a corner 
and David Hill was adjudged to be 
just inside the ‘D’ when the ball 
came o�  his upper arm. Michael 
Rodger made no mistake from the 
spot. 

� e roof fell in on Oban Celtic as 
Kilmallie then scored three times 
in a devastating three-minute spell. 
Innes Blackhall’s pace caused Celtic 
problems all game and he netted on 
82 and 83 minutes to turn the match 
3-2 in Kilmallie’s favour.

Martin Stewart wrapped up the 4-2 
win when he scored on 84 minutes. 

It was a good enough Oban Celtic 
performance but with this defeat 
coming a� er three consecutive 
losses against Fort William, they are 
just not getting the rub of the green 
at the moment. 

And it doesn’t get any easier as 
Kyles Athletic visit this Saturday in 
the Artemis Macaulay Cup quarter 
� nals. 

 
Inveraray 3 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 1
Fraser Watt scored twice as 
Inveraray beat Glasgow Mid Argyll 
3-1 at � e Winterton.

Inveraray’s Garry MacPherson was 
free of suspension, whilst keeper 
Scott McLachlan also returned. 

GMA had Ewen Murray back in 
their side. 

Fraser Watt got the opener with the 
only goal of the � rst half on 35 min-
utes and he got his and Inveraray’s 
second a couple of minutes into the 
second half. 

Lewis MacNicol added a third on 
54 minutes to make the points safe. 

Garry MacPherson will miss 
Inveraray’s Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup second round tie at 
Kilmallie this Saturday a� er he was 
sent o�  by referee Ross Brown on 80 
minutes for an o�  the ball incident 
involving Ewen Murray.

GMA’s Jamie MacFadyen pulled 
a goal back a minute later but 
Inveraray stayed in front to take the 
points. 

Strathglass 3
Inverness 2
A Scott Douglas hat-trick gave 
Strathglass their � rst league win of 
the season as they beat Inverness 3-2 
at Cannich.

Strathglass were without Josh 
Fraser as his booking against Oban 
Celtic a fortnight earlier took him 
through the disciplinary points 
threshold, whilst Inverness were 
missing the suspended David 
Campbell.

Scott Douglas gave Strathglass the 

early advantage with goals on four 
and 25 minutes. James Cameron on 
40 minutes and James MacKenzie 
on 62 minutes made it 2-2. 

� e goals looked to have earned 
Inverness a point but Scott Douglas 
completed his hat-trick with 
� ve  minutes remaining to give 
Strathglass a hard-earned 3-2 win. 

Beauly 2
Fort William 0
Beauly go � � h in shinty’s second tier 
a� er they beat second-placed Fort 
William 2-0 at Braeview Park.

Jack MacDonald returned for 
Beauly a� er missing the previous 
week’s Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup defeat at Bute. � ere was 
also a debut at full back for David 
Fraser who has joined the club 
from Aberdeen University. Liam 
Girvan, Andrew Morrison and Ryan 
Tillman were all unavailable.

Fort William also had absentees 
but James Tangney was free of 
suspension. 

Elliot Moir gave Beauly the lead 
on 11 minutes. Jack MacDonald 
collected a Steven Holmes shy in 
space down the Beauly right wing 
and moved in� eld before picking 
out Elliot Moir who sent a low, 
controlled shot past Fort William 
keeper Paul Mackay at his post.

Jack MacDonald twice hit the 
side-netting whilst the home defence 
had to work hard to contain the Fort 
William forwards. 

Fort William su� ered a setback 
before half-time when they lost 
promising youngster Victor Smith 
to injury and this tested their deplet-
ed squad even further.

Paul MacKay pulled o�  a � ne save 
a� er going one-to-one with Beauly 
danger man Jack MacDonald. 

Continued on Page 70
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Kinlochshiel’s John MacRae takes the ball down on his stick watched 
by Glenurquhart’s Ali MacKintosh during last Saturday’s Premiership 
match at Drumnadrochit. Photograph: Donald Cameron.

Beauly boss Alan MacRae intro-
duced Ross Forbes and Dan Lamont 
for Greg Tillman and Elliot Moir 
midway through the second half.

And both substitutes were to the 
fore for Beauly’s match-clinching 
goal on 77 minutes. Ross Forbes 
started the move with a ball down 
the le� wing. 

Dan Lamont and Sean Stewart 
kept the ball moving before Forbes 
�icked it to Robbie Brindle on the 
right who let �y with a low, rasping 
strike that bounced in front of 
keeper MacKay, hitting his le�-hand 
post. 

Dan Lamont reacted quickest to 
the rebound and turned the ball 
home to make it 2-0. 

Fort William were o�ered a route 
back into the game on 82 minutes 
when referee Steven MacLachlan 
penalised Beauly keeper Josh Grant 
for playing the ball whilst on the 
ground. 

With regular penalty taker Victor 
Smith o� the park, Alexander 
MacMillan took the spot-hit, but his 
e�ort lacked power and Grant re-
deemed himself by making the save. 

�is was a morale-boosting second 
league win of the season for Beauly 
who are now only a point behind 
fourth-placed Inveraray in the 
division. 

Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup – 
quarter �nals
Lochside Rovers 2 
Kingussie 3
Holders Lochside Rovers are out of 
the Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup a�er they lost 3-2 to the 
Kingussie second team in their 3pm 
throw-up at Ganavan.

A repeat of last year’s �nal, this 
was the closest of matches.

Lochside boss Gareth Evans was 
on holiday so Stephen Sloss looked 
a�er the side. 

He included Scott McKillop, on 
his way back from injury, in defence, 
Daniel Sloss and Aidan McIntyre. 

It was a hot day with the game 
played on a dry pitch and Kingussie 
started Rory Fraser at full centre 
with Kevin �ain at full forward. 
�e rest of the squad had the usual 
youthful look about it.

Kingussie went in front from the 
penalty spot on 30 minutes when 
referee Des McNulty ruled Scott 
McKillop had struck the ball with 
his arm. 

Lochside felt the decision was 
harsh but Dylan Borthwick kept his 
composure to score. 

Lochside had a chance to level from 
the spot when they were awarded a 
penalty following a hack on Aidan 
MacIntyre. Michael MacQueen 
failed to convert though. 

�e Oban side levelled three min-
utes before half-time when a Niall 
MacFarlane corner broke to Ross 
Campbell who scored. 

Kingussie regained the lead four  
minutes into the second half when 
the ball fell to Russell Menzies inside 
the ‘D’ and he found the net.

Dylan Borthwick got his second on 
the hour when he was quickly onto 
a through ball which he despatched 
with con�dence. 

Continued from page 69 It proved to be a crucial strike as 
Michael MacQueen made it 3-2 
�ve minutes later. MacQueen got a 
touch to a long, hopeful ball forward 
which bounced on its way into the 
net, deceiving the keeper. 

Lochside, who by now had 
switched Daniel Sloss to centre 
where he dominated, went all out for 
a leveller but a mixture of great saves 
from Kingussie goalie Robert Shiells 
throughout the game and possibly a 
lack of their usual desire meant an 
equalising goal evaded Lochside.

Newtonmore 8
Strathglass 0
�e Newtonmore reserves started 
as favourites against the Strathglass 
reserves, from the league below 
and the game went to form with 
Newtonmore winning 8-0 in their 
noon throw-up at �e Eilan.

Newtonmore’s Chris Sellar was 
free of a two-match suspension 
and started on the bench. Paul 
MacArthur started at full back but 
was forced o� on 15 minutes with 
what appeared to be a hamstring 
problem.

Strathglass included Archie 
Wotherspoon and Ryan Balharry.

Calum Stewart gave a sign of what 
was to come when he netted in the 
opening minute.

Craig MacLeod added a second on 
six minutes before Calum Stewart 
completed his hat-trick with strikes 
on 28 and 29 minutes.

Craig MacLeod got his second on 
34 minutes and Newtonmore led 5-0 
at the break.

Scott Chisholm and Owen Fraser 
were controlling the mid�eld, pro-
viding plenty balls for the forward 
line. 

Calum Stewart’s fourth strike 
on 54 minutes was the pick of the 
a�ernoon’s goals. Stewart �icked a 
low cross from the right into the air 
before lashing the dropping ball into 
the net from a tight angle. He was  
immediately substituted. 

Newtonmore substitute Chris 
Sellar added a seventh on the 
hour and hat-trick specialist Craig 
MacLeod completed another treble 
a couple of minutes from time to set 
up a semi-�nal tie against either the 
Fort William seconds or Strachur.  

Skye Camanachd W/O
 v Lochaber
�e Skye Camanachd seconds were 
given a walk-over into the Aberdein 
Considine Sutherland Cup semi-�-
nals when the Lochaber seconds 
were unable to raise a team for their 
tie at Pairc nan Laoch, Portree.

�e Skye seconds will now play the 
Kingussie seconds in the semi-�nals 
with the ties scheduled for Saturday 
July 7.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Aberdour 2
Kyles Athletic 2
�e Kyles Athletic reserves dropped 
their �rst league point of the season, 
twice coming from a goal down 
to draw 2-2 with second-placed 
Aberdour at a sunny Silversands.

Recent hot weather meant it was 
�rm underfoot and despite both 
sides being short of their full squads, 
the match was played at a good 

tempo. Angus �orburn gave the 
home side the lead on nine minutes, 
�nishing well following a corner. 

Good goalkeeping and the frame 
of the goal prevented Lisa MacColl’s 
side extending their lead and it was 
Kyles who levelled on the half-hour 
mark when Owen Grant’s looping 
ball from mid�eld dropped into 
the net with Aberdour keeper Tom 
Bowerman losing the �ight of the 
ball in the bright sun.

Aberdour regained the lead a min-
ute into the second half with Angus 
�orburn getting his second with 
another good strike. 

Martin MacFadyen made it 2-2 on 
67 minutes. A�er winning a chal-
lenge, his strike from distance took 
a de�ection on its way into the net. 

Tayforth 1
Bute 2
�ird-placed Bute closed the gap at 
the top of the table when they beat 
Tayforth 2-1 at Levenhall Links.

Finlay Stark scored the Tayforth 
goal but Ian McDonald and Arran 
Dunn gave Bute victory.

Bute are now a point behind 
second-placed Aberdour but have a 
game in hand. 

Col Glen 4
Inveraray 3
A Scott MacVicar goal a couple of 
minutes from time gave Col Glen a 
4-3 win over the Inveraray colts at 
Glendaruel.

�e home team only had 12 players 
to choose from with manager Ronnie 
MacVicar deputising in goals. 

Inveraray �elded a blend of youth 
and experience with 49-year-old 
John Smylie at the back and 16-year- 
old Campbell Watt up front. 

Referee Jim Innes allowed wel-
come water breaks in the tropical 
temperatures. 

Inveraray drew �rst blood with 

Campbell Watt pouncing following 
a save from keeper MacVicar. 

Col Glen equalised with a well-hit 
Finan Kennedy strike on 25 minutes. 
Some thought Kennedy’s e�ort had 
gone wide but the ball went through 
a hole in the net. 

Campbell Watt restored 
Inveraray’s lead on 31 minutes with 
a rocket of a shot, high into the net. 

Neily Mcnaughton netted on 40 
minutes when he punished the 
Inveraray defence for not clearing 
their lines making it 2-2 at half-time.

�e second half was end-to-end 
with Inveraray taking the lead 
for the third time when David 
Robertson went on a mazy run 
before striking a low, 30-yarder past 
the keeper who couldn’t judge the 
bounce of the ball. 

�e battling Col Glen side im-
mediately pulled themselves back 
into the game with a well-angled 
Scott MacVicar drive from out wide 
which made it 3-3 on 70 minutes. 

Scott MacVicar also had the �nal 
say, grabbing the winner on 88 min-
utes with another well-struck shot.

Taynuilt 1
Ballachulish 1
Taynuilt and Ballachulish shared 
the points in a 1-1 draw at Taynuilt 
Sports Field.

Taynuilt’s Gerry Kilmurray was 
suspended following his red card 
against the Kyles Athletic second 
team at the end of May.

�e match was played on a fast and 
�ery pitch.  

Ballachulish made the better start 
and had the home defence under 
pressure, without really testing 
Brian Logan in the Taynuilt goal.  

Ballachulish made the break-
through a�er 20 minutes when 
Lorne Brown’s long-range shot was 
stopped by Brian Logan, but Alan 
Clark was �rst to react and turned 

the rebound into the net. �e rest 
of the half was evenly matched with 
both defences on top.  

Taynuilt made a change at half 
time, bringing on veteran George 
Reid to play at full forward and his 
physical presence unsettled the 
Ballachulish defence.  

Taynuilt began to dominate 
possession and create scoring 
chances, but a combination of good 
goal-keeping by Donald Pearce in 
the Ballachulish goal and a lack of 
composure from the Taynuilt for-
wards meant Ballachulish held on to 
their lead.  

�at changed on 63 minutes when 
young Blair MacFarlane showed his 
fellow forwards how to score, slam-
ming a shot high past the keeper for 
the equaliser.  

Taynuilt continued to have the 
edge for the rest of the half but with 
both defences on top, there was no 
further scoring.  

Best for Ballachulish were McPhee, 
MacLean and MacDonald with Parr, 
MacFarlane and Campbell best for 
the hosts.  

Over the piece, a draw was a fair 
result.

Ballachulish face Oban 
Camanachd in the Artemis 
Macaulay Cup quarter �nals in 
Oban this Saturday,  whilst Taynuilt 
are o� to Bute in the league.

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lochcarron 1
Boleskine 3
Boleskine knocked Lochcarron o� 
top spot in North Division 2 with a 
3-1 win at Battery Park.

Stuart MacRae gave Boleskine the 
lead a�er three minutes and James 
Anderson’s goal on 38 minutes 
made it 2-0 at the break. 

A second from Stuart MacRae �ve  
minutes into the second half le� 
Boleskine in control, although Liam 
Arnott pulled a goal back with 20 
minutes remaining. 

Lewis Camanachd 3
Caberfeidh 3
Lewis Camanachd extended their 
unbeaten run to four matches when 
they drew 3-3 with the Caberfeidh 
seconds at Shawbost. 

�e story of the match was two hat-
tricks for Paul Duke from Lewis and 
Caberfeidh’s Stuart Krzyzanowski.

Paul Duke struck �rst on 31 min-
utes when he gathered possession 
on the le� before going on a great 
run through the visiting defence to 
score. 

Stuart Krzyzanowski opened his 
account when he pulled Caberfeidh 
level six minutes later.

Lewis regained the lead on 57 min-
utes when Paul Duke got his second 
goal of the game. 

Stuart Krzyzanowski did likewise, 
making it 2-2 with 73 minutes on 
the clock. 

�e hosts took the lead for the 
third time on 78 minutes when Paul 
Duke completed his hat-trick.  

Caberfeidh fought back for a third 
time as Stuart Krzyzanowski com-
pleted his hat-trick, scoring at the 
second attempt three minutes later. 

With Lochcarron losing, this was 
a point that takes Caberfeidh to the 
top of the table, whilst Lewis pull 
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We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty 
Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given for 
entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of 
the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null 
and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full 
refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT

£4400
SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
Tel No. ...........................................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL WAS 
HERE...

This week’s nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:
D Morrison
Pulpit Road, Oban
L Watt
Hillside, Dunbeg

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
 ...........................................................................................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)Artemis Macaulay National

Primary six-a-side tournament
� e Artemis Macaulay National Sixes will be held this Sunday, June 17, 
at Moss� eld Stadium, Oban, starting at 10.30am. � e competition is 
open to all primary schools in Scotland.

Light refreshments will be provided for all competing teams and there 
will be a tuck shop.

Teams will compete for the Ian Cumming Memorial Trophy (senior 
competition P7 and under); the Oban Celtic Shield (senior runners- 
up); � e Alastair Campbell Shield (P5 and under); the Macaulay 
Development Trophy; the Lochcarron Quaich (best girl player) and the 
Hector Campbell Award (best boy player).

level on points with sixth-placed 
Beauly seconds. 

Kilmallie 2
Strathspey Camanachd 1
Andrew Gibb scored twice as 
the Kilmallie reserves defeated 
Strathspey Camanachd 2-0 at � e 
Canal Parks.

Both goals came during the � rst 
half, with Andrew Gibb netting on 
36 and 39 minutes. 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Glasgow Mid Argyll 3
Aberdour 0
� e Glasgow Mid Argyll second 
team defeated the Aberdour second 
team 3-0 at Yoker.

GMA’s Scott Anderson scored 
early in the game, netting a� er nine  
minutes with the only goal of the 
� rst half. 

Ruari MacLeod added a second 
three minutes a� er the re-start and 
Neil Bo Finlayson made it 3-0 on 59 
minutes.    

GMA stay fourth in the table, 
whilst Aberdour stay sixth.

� ere were very few contentious 
decisions in a match which was well 
refereed by Glasgow Mid Argyll 
and Scotland Ladies player Lucy 
McNulty. 

Lucy’s father Des McNulty is also 
a referee and she became the � rst 
female to referee a senior shinty 
match. 

Bute P 
Strachur P
� e match between the Bute colts 
and Strachur at � e Meadows will 
be re-scheduled for a later date. 

WCA round-up
Lochaber recorded a solid top 
� ight win following the Women’s 
Camanachd Association shinty 
action on Sunday June 10.

Marine Harvest
National Division 1
Glasgow Mid Argyll 1
Lochaber 9
Lochaber beat Glasgow Mid Argyll 
9-1 in their match at Yoker.

Kirsty Delaney scored � ve, Amy 
Disher grabbed a hat-trick and 
Caitlin MacDonald got the other. 

Ross Brown to referee 
Glasgow Celtic    
Society Cup � nal
Ross Brown will referee the 2018 

Scottish Sea Farms Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup Final between Kyles 
Athletic and Oban Camanachd at 
Taynuilt Sports Field on Saturday 
June 30.  
� is will be a � rst senior � nal for 
the former Lochcarron player and 
manager who was named Marine 
Harvest Emerging Referee of the 
Year in 2016. 

Brown will receive the coveted 
Jack Asher Memorial Whistle, an 
inscribed Silver Acme � underer 
whistle, presented annually since 
2016. 

� e match o�  cial team will be 
made up of goal judges Des McNulty 
and Graham Fisher whilst last year’s 
Camanachd Cup Final referee 
Lachie Wood will be the fourth 
o�  cial. 

� row-up is at 4.05pm and the 
� nal will be broadcast live on BBC 
Alba.

Balliemore Cup Final 
venue announced
� e Camanachd Association has 
con� rmed the 2018 Liberty British 
Aluminium Balliemore Cup 
Final will be held at An Aird, Fort 
William, on Saturday July 14. 

� row-up will be at 2.30pm.
� e semi-� nal between Fort 

William and Glasgow Mid Argyll 
will take place at Taynuilt Playing 
Field on Saturday June 23 with a 
2.30pm throw-up.

� e other semi-� nal between 
Beauly and Kilmallie will be held at 
Craigard, Invergarry, at 1pm, also 
on Saturday June 23.

Lee Bain, Kingussie, shields the 
ball from Caberfeidh’s Graham 
MacGregor. Photograph: Neil Paterson
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Boxers get to work
on new punch bags

Young boxers Jack Dieguno (left) and 
Josh Hunter (right) test out the new 

punch bags bought by Lochaber Phoe-
nix Boxing Club, with assistance from 

Rosie Flannigan and Kerry MacDonald 
of Liberty British Aluminium. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, Alba.photos.

A new sponsorship boost has allowed 
Lochaber Phoenix Boxing Club to buy a 
new set of punch bags which will improve 
young boxers’ training.

� e club, which has a thriving junior 
and senior section competing at regional, 
national and international levels, found 
that the cheaper punch bags they had to 
buy due to � nancial constraints were not 
only wearing out quickly due to continual 
use, but many were just too short for the 
youngest boxers to use.

Some of the youngest boxers, who start 
from age nine, are extremely talented 
and dedicated in learning the moves and 
co-ordinating the action, but while they 
may be big hitters, they can also be quite 
small in stature.  � is means that while 
practising combinations of the bags, they 
are o� en only able to reach the very bot-
tom of them, which due to compacting of 
the � lling became more solid, with little 
of the “give” which can expected further 
up the bag.

� is was remedied with a donation 
from Liberty British Aluminium to buy 
and install two new much longer high 
quality leather punch bag, which will not 
only last a long time, but when mounted 
on supports on the ceiling, mean even the 
smallest boxer can reach an area of sim-
ilar cushioning as their taller colleagues.

Checking out just how much of an 
improvement the new bags are, Rosie 
Flannigan and Kerry MacDonald of the 
Lochaber smelter donned gloves and 
under the guidance of their two young 
coaches, landed a few punches on the 
new bags.

South Lochaber 
Thistle AGM
South Lochaber Thistle 
hosted its annual general 
meeting on Sunday evening, 
June 10, at the Tailrace Inn in 
Kinlochleven.

The following o�  ce bear-
ers were elected/re-elected:
President: Peter Newman.
Vice-president: David Ogg.

Secretary: Rebecca Small.
Treasurer: Dave Forbes.
Children’s well-being
o�  cer: Alan Gray.

The minutes will be made 
available in the coming 
week.

The committee would 
like to thank all those who 
helped the club on and 
o�  this park in the 2017/18 
season.

This week’s Fort William Golf 
Club lotto numbers were 
10, 13 and 18. There was no 
winner so the jackpot for the 
draw today (Thursday June 
14) will be £1,000.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s 
lottery numbers for this 
week were 3, 7 and 8. This 
was the � rst set of numbers 
drawn and there were three 
lucky winners who receive 
an equal share of the £2,000 
on o� er. 

They were Caryn Grant, 
James MacLean and Sheila 
Purdie, all from Ballachulish. 
Next week’s draw will revert 
to a modest £200.

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Mallaig Cup � nal dream over
Skye half marathon success
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Search 
continues 
for missing 
climber
Mountain rescuers say they 
are still carrying out regular 
searches for a man who fell 
from Ben Nevis in January.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team said its members have 
carried out regular searches 
for a Polish hiker, but there 
is still too much snow in the 
area.

‘We have had regular 
searches of Observatory Gully 
looking for a climber who 
went missing on January 25 
this year. � ree members of 
the team carried out a search 
of Observatory Gully this 
evening but found nothing as 
there is still too much snow.’

Marcin Bialas, 36, was 
reported missing in an area 
close to Observatory Gully and 
Gardyloo Gully on Ben Nevis 
on Sunday January 21.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
has reported a busy month, 
with more than 10 call-outs in 
the last week of May.

Rescuers were called to 
search for a 65-year-old man, 
named locally as Ian Stalker, 
who was found collapsed 
in Gleann Unndalain in 
Knoydart. � e team recovered 
the man but he was later 
pronounced dead at Belford 
Hospital in Fort William.

Not only is the Highlands one 
of the most expensive places 
to live, it seems the region is 
becoming among the costliest 
regions to die in too.

So says Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan councillor 
Blair Allan (SNP), respond-
ing this week to news that 
Highland Council’s interment 
charges have rocketed by more 
than 100 per cent over the past 
eight years.

Highland Council has 
defended the 103 per cent rise 
as necessary to ensure the 
recovery of costs following the 
near decade-long freeze on 
council tax.

It was recent freedom of in-
formation requests by the BBC 
which revealed that Scotland 
had risen on average by 75 per 
cent since 2010.

In 2010/11, Highland 
Council was charging £445 
for interment. By 2017/18 that 
had risen to £904. And a re-
cent  Citizens Advice Scotland 
review  revealed that of the 
55,000 funerals taking place in 
Scotland each year, 10 per cent 
of families struggle to pay the 
costs, with the average total of 
a funeral now £3,600.

Over the same period it 
emerged that the average fee 

Kai Duncan Laverty with proud  parents Kenny and Linda. Photograph: Abrightside Photography

Caol’s Kai is the bonniest baby of them all!

Rising cost of burials
by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

for a cremation in Scotland also 
went up, this time by 46 per 
cent to £685.

Highland Council’s budget 
for 2018/19 saw a 3.9 per cent 
in� ationary increase on burials 
and cremations approved back 
in February. A council spokes-
man said: ‘Community impact 
for burials and cremations was 
assessed and it was identi� ed Continued on page two

that grants are available to 
some families on low income to 
mitigate funeral costs.’

Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Allan Henderson (Ind), who 
chairs the council’s  envi-
ronment, development and 
infrastructure committee, 
blamed the slashing of council 
budgets in the same period.

Mr Henderson said the 

� gures revealed by the freedom 
of information requests were 
correct. ‘But they have come 
about since the draconian 
cuts to council budgets and 
eight years’ moratorium on 
council tax, which have forced 
Highland Council to look more 
closely at cost recovery for ser-
vices provided,’ he explained.

‘� e Highland Council did 

this and found they were far 
short of cost recovery and, 
in many cases, other council 
charges. It was clear the com-
passionate line Highland had 
taken for many years could not 
continue at such a discount, 
so measures were put in place 
to increase this charge fairly

His good looks and  the 
cheeky wee twinkle in his 
eye saw 15-month-old 
Kai Duncan Laverty, from 
Caol, sweep all before him 
in the Lochaber Times 
Bonnie Babies competi-
tion for 2018.

Kai’s delighted parents, 
Kenny and Linda, live in 
Fern Court in Caol, and 
have four other children 
– Kai’s older brothers 
Connor, Kyle and Aaron, 
plus big sister Shannon.

The couple now receive 
£500 thanks to Kai and 
are hoping to use it to 
improve their garden for 
the bene� t of their family.

‘We were delighted 
when the editor phoned 
to say Kai had won – over 
the moon in fact,’ said 
Linda.

Were you there ?
Picture special inside

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

Macdonald Bros. is a traditional family butcher in 
Pitlochry and Aberfeldy, celebrating 90 years in 
business supplying Highland Perthshire and the rest 
of the UK with top quality Aberdeen-Angus Beef. All 
their produce is available for next day delivery 
throughout the UK.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many years 

have Macdonald Bros. been in business?

WIN 
A LUXURY HAMPER OF ABERDEEN-ANGUS 

BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.
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Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in 
the Scottish rural calendar, returns to the beautiful 
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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Queen’s 
Birthday 
Honours for 
Highland duo
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A Kilchoan � re� ghter says 
she feels ‘really honoured’ to 
be recognised in this year’s 
Queen’s Birthday Honours for 
her outstanding service to the 
community.

Rosie Curtis, watch manag-
er at Kilchoan Community 
Fire Station, has served 
the 150 residents on the 
Ardnamurchan peninsula for 
two decades and has has been 
awarded the Queen’s Fire 
Service Medal in recognition 
of her service.

� e accolade is presented to 
members of UK � re services 
or distinguished service, 
and Rosie is one of just three 
Scottish recipients this year.

Responding to the news, 
Rosie said: ‘It’s taken me by 
complete surprise, I didn’t 
have a clue!

‘I’ve recently � nished my 20 
years’ service so when I got the 
letter I thought it was for that. 
I still had my uniform on, so 

An esteemed Gaelic singer 
and music teacher on Skye 
has been awarded an MBE 
in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours list 2018.

Christine Primrose has 
been honoured for services 
to Gaelic music, culture and 
education in Scotland and 
internationally and joins an 
illustrious list of in� uential 
names.

Growing up in Carloway, 
Lewis, Christine has been 
singing since she was a little 
girl and grew up immersed 
in traditional song. She � rst 
shot to fame in the traditional 
music world a� er winning 
a gold medal in sean-nós at 
the Royal National Mòd in 
1974. She went on to com-

Kilchoan fi refi ghter awarded 
Queen’s Fire Service Medal

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Rosie has served the 150 residents on the Ardnamurchan 
peninsula for two decades. 

it was bizarre when I read it 
was for the Queens’ Honours. 
I had to ask my husband to 
make sense of it because I 
couldn’t quite believe it.’

� e mother-of-three signed 
up as a retained � re� ghter in 

October 1998 and served as 
a frontline � re� ghter before 
stepping up to a leading role 
at the station when the future 
of the service in Kilchoan 
looked in doubt.

In 2013, there was a possi-

bility the station at Kilchoan 
would close due to the loss 
of the station managers, but 
Rosie volunteered to take on 
the management of the � re 
station.

‘At the time it was my 
husband who was the watch 
manager. We had a team 
meeting and I agreed to take 
it on. It was di�  cult but once 
you sign up, you’re doing it for 
the community,’ she said.

As a result of her hard work 
and determination, Rosie was 
promoted to watch manager 
at Kilchoan Community Fire 
Station in April 2014 and has 
since ensured her community 
has an operational, competent 
and highly motivated team of 
� re� ghters.

Under Rosie’s leadership, the 
station has completed more 
than its allocated number of 
home � re safety visits.

Rosie, whose husband David 
is also a � re� ghter, balances 
her role as watch manager 
with her full-time job as a � sh 
farm manager with Marine 

Harvest, all while looking 
a� er three young children.

‘Every retained � re� ghter 
puts in the same amount of 
e� ort,’ she added humbly. 

‘Although I’ve been recog-
nised, there will be lots of 
people out there that deserve 
this as much as I do.’

Rosie’s family has an illus-
trious history with the � re 
station at Kilchoan as her 
father was in the service for 
35 years, while her brother, 
sister and husband all worked 
as � re� ghters, meaning the 
family has been covering the 
area for more than 55 years.

Despite this, Rosie high-
lighted the importance of 
keeping a balance between 
home, work and the � re 
service. In particular, she 
praised the role of employers 
in the area being supportive of 
retained � re crews.

‘We are all employed and 
have to be let out of work 
to do our job as � re� ghters. 
Without those employers it 
wouldn’t be possible.’

MBE for Gaelic singer and teacher

plete a degree in traditional 
Gaelic music and performed 
all around the world, most 
regularly in North America, 
Australia, New Zealand and 
in Europe.

She won the Gaelic Singer 
of the Year at the Scottish 
Traditional Music Awards in 
2009.

She has been working at 

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig since 
1982, the year the school be-
gan to o� er full-time courses. 
Since 1993 she has taught the 
Gaelic and Traditional Music 
(BA) course as well as short 
courses.

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig paid 
tribute to Christine, saying: 
‘A massive congratulations to 
our own Christine Primrose 
on being awarded an MBE as 
part of the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours list on Saturday for 
services to Gaelic Music to 
Culture and to Education in 
Scotland and Internationally.’

Christine continues to 
write, produce and perform 
music and released her latest 
album Gràdh is Gonadh – 
Guth ag Aithris, last year.

Christine Primrose MBE. 
Photograph: Sabhal Mòr Ostaig. 

Plea to halt rising cost of burials
Continued from page 1
quickly to a median level, in 
the hope that only in� ation-
ary costs will be needed to 
keep pace in the future.

‘� is was not something 
that councillors wanted to 
do, but rather had to do, as 
we have to return balanced 
budgets each year.

‘� e council has made 
provision for families on low 
incomes and has a welfare 
helpline on 0800 090 1004.

‘Now that charges have be-
come much higher there may 
be a case for governments 

taking on a national role and 
funding burials through our 
direct taxation which would 
lead to a much more equitable 
service for grieving families 
and relatives, as they come to 
terms with the loss of a loved 
one. � is would tie in well 
with free prescriptions and 
discretionary bus travel.’

Mr Allan continued: ‘I 
would urge Highland Council 
to think twice about putting 
these charges up beyond in-
� ation. I would also advise the 
bereaved and on low incomes 
to check their eligibility for 

government assistance with 
funeral costs through the 
Funeral Expenses Payment.

‘From summer 2019 the 
Scottish Government’s social 
security agency will be taking 
responsibility for administer-
ing help in this area.

‘I am hopeful that, not only 
will the new Funeral Expenses 
Assistance be more generous, 
but it will also be processed 
within 10 days and re� ect the 
Scottish Government’s wish 
to have a social security sys-
tem that is based on dignity, 
fairness and respect’.

 YO URV IE W

David Lamont prefers 
the new style. He said: ‘I 
think it’s easier to hold. 
As long as the letters 
aren’t too small and 
people can still read it, it 
will be � ne.’

David Finlayson said: 
‘I think it’s a much 
improved format. I like 
the new layout – it’s 
easier to read.’
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Highland Council has 
revealed its plans to build 
up to 250 houses on Blar 
Mhor as part of a devel-
opment which includes a 
new Belford Hospital and a 
science, technology, engi-
neering and maths (STEM) 
centre.

� e plans were made pub-
lic this week as Highland 
Council began a pre-ap-
plication consultation  
prior to the submission of 
a planning application later 
this year.

Phase one, which could 
see houses built on Blar 
Mhor by April next year, 
is likely to comprise 115 
houses between the police 
station and Fort William 
Health Centre.

� e houses, expected 
to be a mix of social, 
mid-market and shared 
equity rented properties, 
will be built by Highland 
Council, Lochaber Housing 
Association and Highland 
Housing Alliance.

Phase two, which is subject 
to NHS Highland’s speci� -
cations for a new hospital on 
the site, is expected to take 
the total number of houses 

to 250. � e new hospital 
will maintain the status of a 
rural general hospital.

As well making provisions 
for a new hospital, the 
proposal of application 
notice also outlines plans to 
incorporate a STEM centre 
for West Highland College 
UHI on the site and a ‘com-
munity use’ area.

Councillors accepted the 
proposals at a planning 
committee meeting on 
Tuesday and expect them to 
form the basis of a planning 
application by the council in 
the next 12 weeks.

Council o�  cials were 
joined by project architects 
to present the plans to 
residents.

At a consultation event 
in Kilmallie Community 
Centre in Corpach on 
Monday, Allan Maguire, 
head of development and 
regeneration at Highland 
Council, underlined the 
importance of this devel-
opment. He said: ‘We have 
a housing crisis in Fort 
William and this housing 
meets the demand.’ Mr 
Maguire also stressed the 
plans are independent from 

any Liberty developments, 
although the economic 
impact of the factory 
expansion was taken into 
consideration.

Residents quizzed council 
o�  cials on roads, transport 
and peat removal from the 
site. � e concerns were not-
ed by council o�  cers who 
said they would be taken 
into consideration before 
the planning application is 
submitted.

One of the main issues 
raised was whether schools 
and roads in the area could 
cope with the numbers 
projected in phase one of 
the development.

Mr Maguire con� rmed 
there is su�  cient capacity 
in Lochaber schools to cope.

Highland Council bought 
the land at Blar Mhor from 
Tesco for £2 million in 
October 2015 a� er the su-
permarket giant abandoned 
plans to build a store.

� e Highland Council was 
contacted by the NHS and 
UHI to consider buying the 
site as part a community 
planning partnership which 
the Scottish Government 
supported.

Working with NHS Highland, the council 
has proposed building a replacement to 
Fort William’s ageing Belford Hospital. 

Lochaber High School S6 
pupils made an emotional 
farewell to the school last 
week as they donned gowns, 
kilts and suits for a special 
graduation ceremony.

At the event last � ursday 
night, 75 sixth years crossed 
the red carpet on the school 
stage in front of proud par-
ents, grandparents, family 
and friends, and were award-
ed a graduation certi� cate 

recognising their contribu-
tion to the school.

� e graduation event was 
conducted at the school with 
a dinner and dance taking 
place later in � e Ben Nevis 
Hotel.

Head teacher Scott Steele 
said: ‘As the recently appoint-
ed head teacher of Lochaber 
High School, what came to 
light for me at the graduation 
was the great breadth of rich 

experiences with which our 
young graduates are leaving 
us. Not only were the success-
ful academic achievements 
announced but also wider 
achievements, o� en based 
in the local community. 
With this combination of 
academic success and wider 
achievement, I am con� dent 
our young people will be 
successful in the next stage of 
their lives.

Class of ’18 bid farewell 
to Lochaber High School

Initial plans for the Blar Mhor site show 
phase one and two – marked green – of 
the housing development either side 
of the new hospital, STEM centre and 
community building – marked red. 

New housing 
a step closer



Lochaber Times
Thursday 14 June, 20184  NEWS

LT

From Conception to Completion
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 Caol Youth Centre is 
hosting an event today 
(Thursday June 14) on how 
to start a science or Science, 
technology, engineering and 
maths (STEM) club.

Teachers, school sta� , 
parents, community groups 
and after school clubs are all 
welcome. The drop-in event 
runs from 4pm to 6pm. 

Contact Emily Brown on 
07901 008879 or emily.
brown@highland.gov.uk.

 Mòd Aird nam Murchan 
is on Friday June 15 and is 
once again being held in 
Ardsgoil Aird nam Murchan 
and Arainn Shuaineirt in 
Strontian. 

Competitions start at 
9.15am and continue 
until 5pm. Visitors welcome. 
Competitors are drawn from 
the peninsula’s � ve primary 
schools and Ardsgoil Aird 
nam Murchan. Organisers 
are delighted to welcome 
Coisir og Mhuile from Mull 
and adult entries plus Bùrach 
in the afternoon.

A prizewinners’ concert 
will be held in the evening 
at 7pm in Arainn Shuaineirt 
with the chairwoman this 
year Audrey Paterson, Tay-
nuilt.  This year a plaque is to 
be presented in memory of 
Charlie MacColl of Acharacle 
and Fort William. Visitors 
welcome.

 Lochaber Beekeepers 
Association is hosting 
a skep/basket-making 
workshop on Saturday June 
16 from 10am to 4pm at 
Kilmallie Community Centre, 
Corpach.

Everyone is welcome to the 

WHAT’S ON 
in Lochaber

Councillors noted plans to 
extend Banavie Quarry to 
secure operations at the site 
for an additional 20 years.

� e proposals from Breedon 
involve the extension to the 
existing Banavie Quarry site 
to the north east and north 
west to incorporate revised 
working and progressive 
restoration, together with 
extending quarry operations 
until 2043 at the current 
annual production rate of 
80,000 tonnes.

Permission was granted in 
March 2004 for an extension 
of the duration of operations 
to 2023 which allowed for 
the continued extraction 
and processing of hard rock 

one-day workshop where 
they can learns to make a 
skep or basket from raw 
materials. Bryce Reynard is 
the tutor and the cost is £50 
per person. 

Contact Sarah Kennedy on 
07768805040 or email secre-
tary@lochaberbeekeepers.
org for more information.

 The next Lochaber 
Transport Forum bus users' 
group meeting will take 
place on Friday June 22 at 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Church at 11.30am.

 Kilmallie Community 
Centre commitee is calling 
all gardeners and volunteers 
to help with the restoration 
of Kilmallie Community 
Gardens in Corpach on 
Saturday June 23 from 
10am to 1pm. Contact Sarah 
Kennedy on 07768805040.

 Nether Lochaber Craft Fay-
re takes place on Saturday 
June 30 at Nether Lochaber 
Hall, Onich, from 10am to 
4pm. Contact Berit for more 
info on 01397 705539.

 A co� ee morning and 
ra�  e will take place on 
Saturday July 7 in aid of 
Barking Mad Dog Rescue 
which rescues and rehomes 
dogs from the streets and kill 
shelters of Romania. 
The team has recently 
rehomed two dogs from 
the charity and wanted to 
boost the charity's co� ers by 
organising the events. 

There is more than £1,000 
worth of prizes donated 
by local and national 
businesses.

The event will be held 
in Ballachulish Hall from 
10.30am until 1pm with 
highlights including a book 
stall, tombola, table top 
treasure hunt and guess the 
birthday of the dog.

aggregates as well as � nal 
restoration of the quarry. 
Blasting will be required to 
dislodge and fragment the 
in-situ rock for subsequent 
processing.

In consultation documents, 
Breedon said the extension 
will safeguard direct employ-
ment in the quarry and indi-
rect employment in support 
services and transportation 
at current levels.

� e quarry currently 
produces a range of quarried 
products and a range of 
coated macadam and asphalt 
road bases, base courses and 
wearing courses.

A ready mix concrete plant 
was introduced in recent 

years which produces ready-
mix concrete products.

Banavie stone has been used 
for decades in the local area 
and many contracts specify 
the material for its distinctive 
colouring. Banavie Quarry 
has supplied ballast for rail 
track maintenance through-
out the west Highland area 
and is the only local supply 
with the requisite technical 
properties.

A consultation event was 
held by Breedon representa-
tives at Lochaber Rugby Club 
in May to inform local resi-
dents of the company’s plans. 
A planning application will 
be submitted to the Highland 
Council in autumn 2018.

Breedon plans extension to 
Banavie Quarry to secure jobs

Work starts on 
Soldier’s Bridge
Work began this week on 
building a replacement 
ramp on the Soldier’s Bridge 
at Inverlochy.

Contractors are now 
back on the site next to 
Inverlochy Castle and began 
construction of the new 
bridge on Tuesday.

The work is scheduled to 
take six weeks and access 
will be limited.

� e ever-increasing number 
of wide loads transiting 
Lochaber is having a negative 
impact on some local busi-
nesses, with one well known 
� rm reporting that on one 
day alone last week, 10 tourist 
coaches refused to make their 
usual stop.

Community councillor 
Ross MacLennan, who is 
also manager at Spean Bridge 
Woollen Mill, revealed the 
worrying information at 
last week's meeting of Spean 
Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community 
Council, during a discussion 
on the movement of wind 
farm turbine parts along local 
roads.

� e transportation of 
turbine components along 
the A82 and A86, which 
intersect in the middle of 
Spean Bridge – the junction 
is virtually adjacent to the 

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry chairman John 
Fotheringham. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

woollen mill – is causing long 
snarl-ups and congestion and 
local residents are fed up and 
angry.

‘We lost out on 10 coaches 
today because of the tra�  c. 
People’s jobs are being a� ect-
ed,’ Mr MacLennan told the 
meeting last Tuesday.

‘Surely there has got to be 
a better time for these ship-
ments to be made?’

Community council chair-
man John Fotheringham 
said the main culprit was the 
new 66-turbine Stronelairg 
project just south of Fort 
Augustus.

Under construction by en-
ergy supplier SSE, work start-
ed in spring last year, with 
turbine parts being currently 
being delivered from Corpach 
and Skye Aerodrome.

Mr MacLennan said that last 
Tuesday, lorries delivering 
turbine parts were travelling 
through Spean Bridge from 
10am until 2.30pm.

‘� at’s peak time for us,’ he 
said.

Worries about local roads 
arose during a discussion 
of plans by GFG Alliance 
for a wind farm to be built 
by its Simec subsidiary at 
Glen Shero near Laggan. � e 
project also involves RES 
(Renewable Energy Systems 
Ltd) and its community 
relations manager Callum 
Whiteford told last week’s 
meeting the power sections 
of the turbines would need to 
be transported from Corpach 
harbour along the A82, pass-
ing through Spean Bridge.

Local Highland councillor 
Allan Henderson said the 
movement of wide loads could 
be done earlier or later in the 
day to avoid having such a 
impact and was something 
that needed to be looked at.

Growing anger over 
wide load transport

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Highland councillors ap-
proved plans to develop a 
camping pod site at a hotel in 
North Ballachulish, despite 
concerns from residents and 
the community council.

An application from Loch 
Leven Hotel seeking planning 
permission for six camping 
pods at the back of the hotel 
was granted at a meeting of 
the Highland Council south 
planning applications com-
mittee on Tuesday.

Councillors approved the 
plans which will see the pods 
erected in a cluster adjacent 
to the art gallery and indus-
trial site that bounds the hotel 
land.

However, prior to the 
meeting, concerns about the 
development had been raised 
by residents and community 
groups.

One concerned resident, 
Sarah Charles, wrote a letter 
of objection to planners 
which said: ‘A� er much 
consideration and a� er 
receiving and reading the 
planning application, I must 
express my disappointment 
and disagreement of having 
a pod campsite in my local 

area. � ey are almost already 
installed and it seems no 
objection was given a chance 
by us. I am concerned of any 
noise or rubbish that may 
accrue and also the over-
crowdedness in such a small 
area, plus parking and road 
maintenance. � e Loch Leven 
hotel car park is already full 
of potholes. I like everyone 
at the Loch Leven Hotel but I 
also want to be honest about 
how I feel about having pods 
in such a nice quiet area - just 
does not suit!’

Nether Lochaber 
Community Council (NLCC) 
also submitted a comment on 
the application and said that 

Jahama Highland Estates 
boss Duncan Mackison 
has continued his meetings 
with Lochaber community 
councillors.

Last week he met with 
representatives from Spean 
Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achncarry and land use, 
wind farms, hydro power and 
housing were on the agenda.

Asked about plans for the 
114,000 acres of land that 
came with the purchase of the 
aluminium smelter at Fort 
William by Jahama’s parent 
company GFG Alliance, Mr 
Mackison highlighted a few 
of the company’s intentions.

‘We have plans to increase 
the amount of stalking on 
the Kiliechonate Estate,’ said 
Mr Mackison. ‘We are also 
looking at the feasibility of 

although in principle it had 
no objection to the location 
or design of the letting pods, 
there were some concerns 
locally over the proximity of 
the site to the public access 
road.

� e letter read: ‘NLCC 
would like an assurance that 
no attempt will be made by 
the applicant to impinge on 
the public access historically 
enjoyed by everyone in any 
way, either by re-routing, 
gating, fencing or signs.’

� e community council 
also highlighted the issue of 
sewage drainage, a matter 
raised by Ben � ompson 
at the meeting on Tuesday, 
and formally objected to 
the applicant’s intention to 
connect the pods to the public 
sewerage main.

However, Scottish Water has 
con� rmed there is su�  cient 
capacity within the public 
sewer to accommodate the 
development and the Scottish 
Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA) has backed its 
connection to the public sew-
er. SEPA has also con� rmed it 
would object to a proposal for 
private waste water drainage.

Camping pods approved 
despite local objections

An example of what the 
camping pods at Loch 
Leven hotel will look like. 

increasing some walked-up 
grouse shooting.’ 

� ere are also plans to look 
at increasing access for � sh-
ing on estate lands, he added.

� ere is currently some 
sheep farming on the estate 
and Mr Mackison said 
Jahama Estates would proba-

bly seek a partner to take on 
responsibility for this.

Killiechonate Lodge is also 
to be renovated. Mr Mackison 
explained: ‘Currently the 
lodge is sub-divided into 
four � ats and we’re looking 
at renovating these � ats for 
residential or holiday accom-

modation. � ere are also a 
number of outbuildings and 
cottages we are looking at 
renovating.’

Mr Mackison spoke about 
hydro schemes following 
GFG Alliance subsidiary 
Simec’s acquisition of Green 
Highland Renewables (GHR).

‘� ere is the potential for 
a number of hydro schemes, 
� ve or six options, and we are 
starting to look at the feasibil-
ity of these,’ he told the com-
munity council meeting last 
Tuesday night in Kilmonivaig 
Church Hall.

Asked if the company would 
‘honour’ previous agreements 
on community bene� t by 
GHR, Mr Mackison said 
consultation was starting to 
see which hydro projects were 
commercially viable.

But he assured those at the 
meeting that community ben-
e� t would be o� ered if such a 
scheme was deemed ‘feasible 

and viable’. Mr Mackison 
touched on progress with the 
new alloy car wheels plant 
earmarked for Fort William, 
saying most of the tender 
packages for construction 
and installation works had 
now been submitted.

Housing came under the 
spotlight, given the large 
in� ux of workers required to 
sta�  the car wheels plant.

He said it was likely any 
large-scale housing scheme 
would be in Fort William 
rather than Spean Bridge. 

He continued: ‘One reason 
for the lack of private de-
velopment is the treatment 
of ground conditions given 
the large amount of peat 
involved. 

‘Once you have addressed 
all that, there is very little 
money le�  for a developer, so 
we are looking to do some-
thing di� erently with peat 
and the construction model.’

Jahama Highland Estates chief executive Duncan 
Mackison.  Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Estates boss reveals 
more on land plans

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Almost a quarter of the meals 
handed out by Lochaber 
Foodbank last month were 
given to children, as numbers 
using the service continue 
to soar.

In May, 864 meals were 
given out to 72 people, 20 
of which were children. In 
April, 924 meals were handed 
out to 77 people, compared 
to 612 meals to 51 people at 
the same time last year.

Lochaber Foodbank has 
been operating for � ve years 
and in that time it has given 
out 42,838 meals, equivalent 
to 29,000 kgs, or almost 30 
tonnes, of food. By the end 
of last year, that � gure had 
rocketed to 14,052 meals 
feeding 1,171 people.

Lochaber Foodbank is part 
of a nationwide network of 
foodbanks supported by the 
Trussel Trust and operates 
on a referrals basis, with 
vouchers exchanged for 
meals for a set number of 
days.

For more information go to 
lochaber.foodbank.org.uk

Foodbank 
numbers 
continue 
to rise
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It is estimated that more 
than 3,000 people volunteer 
in Lochaber, contributing 
to the local economy and 
helping make communities 
safer and more inclusive.

To pay tribute to the work 
of these vital volunteers, 
Voluntary Action Lochaber 
(VAL), in partnership with 
local organisations and 
supporting businesses, last 
week staged its VOSCARS 
awards in the Ben Nevis 
Hotel, Fort William, as part 
of Volunteers Week.

� e Lochaber VOSCARS 
is an annual event organised 
by VAL and is now in its 
fourth year.

VAL manager Flora McKee 
said: ‘Volunteering plays a 
pivotal role in Lochaber com-
munities. � is event gives an 
opportunity to recognise 
and thank individuals and 
organisations for their work, 
support and commitment to 
volunteering.’

� e independent panel of 
judges had a di�  cult task 
to select from the 75-plus 
nominations, the top three 
� nalists and an even bigger 
challenge to then select the 
winner for each of the seven 
categories.

However, a� er detailed 
discussion and deliberation, 
this year’s winners and 
runners up were as follows.

Young Volunteer of the 
Year (under 25 years) – 

winner, Tammy Cooper; 
runners-up, Alexander 
McDougall and Lorna 
MacCorquodale.

Volunteer of the Year (over 
25 years) – winner, Tommy 
MacGregor; runners-up 
Susan MacMillan and Pat 
Abernethy.

Best Supporting 
Organisation – win-
ner,  Nevis Landscape 
Partnership; runner-up,   
Mallaig Pool and Leisure 
Centre.

B o a r d / C o m m i t t e e 
Member of the Year – win-
ner, David MacFarlane; 
runners-up, Iain Blythe and 
Norma MacLellan.

Organisation of the Year 
– winner, Lochaber Sensory 
Care; runners-up,   Talk 
Lochaber and Kinlochlovin’.

Good Neighbour – win-

ners, Marion and Brian 
Ham; runners-up,   Susan 
Beck, Margaret and John 
MacDonald.

Lifetime Achievement 
– winner, Donald Young; 
runners-up,  Chris Robinson 
and Cathie Stevenson.

Bringing the event to a 
close, Grace Grant, VAL 
vice-chairman, told the 
assembled gathering: ‘We 
would like to thank each 
and every person who was 
nominated or nominated a 
volunteer or organisation.

‘Without your contribu-
tions the awards would not 
be the celebration that they 
are.  

‘To all    volunteers, many 
of whom do not consider 
themselves as volunteers, on 
behalf of Lochaber commu-
nities, we thank you all.’

Lochaber volunteers are 
celebrated at VOSCARS

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Clockwise from left, Highland councillor Ben Thomson presenting Best Supporting Organisation Award to Leona Jones, 
from the Nevis Landscape Partnership; Kara Gillespie accepting Young Volunteer of the Year (under-25 years) Award 
on behalf of Tammy Cooper from Rev Donald McCorkindale; Lochaber Sensory Care’s Esther Briers accepts the award 
for Organisation of the Year from Sgt Deborah McCartney; Donald Young receiving the Lifetime Achievement award 
from Grace Grant; Marion Ham received the Good Neighbour award;  the event was well attended; Board/Committee 
Member of the Year David MacFarlane, right, receives his award from Terry Lee; and below, Tony Dobson, left, present-
ing Volunteer of the Year (over-25 years) to Tommy MacGregor. All photographs: Iain Ferguson, Alba.Photos
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Kinlochleven had fantas-
tic representation at the 
Lochaber ‘VOSCARS’ event 
this year.

Rebecca Machin, head 
teacher of Kinlochleven High 
School, said she was delighted 
to see her pupils singled out 
for their volunteering e� orts.

‘Lorna MacCorquodale 
and Tammy Cooper were 
nominated as Young Scot 
Volunteers of the year (under 
25). Tammy won and Lorna 
was one of the runners-up, 
contributing more than 
750 hours of volunteering 
between them – a really 
incredible achievement,’ she 
said.

‘Tammy has been an amaz-
ing volunteer throughout her 
time at Kinlochleven High 
School, in a range of activities – 
from being back stage “mum” 
at drama performances to 
supporting and leading sport-
ing activities during lunch and 
a� er school.

‘During her � nal year in 
S6, Tammy has added more 
than 160 hours to her total 
SALTIRE hours, taking her 
to more than 350 hours dur-
ing her school career.

‘She has also shown great 
initiative. As there are no 
bus stops between Duror and 
Glenahulish, Tammy devised 
a map for the P7s living on 
this route, indicating where 
all the senior pupils get on 

and adding on the new stops 
that would be needed for our 
new pupils next year.

‘We shared this with 
Stagecoach and the feeder 
primaries. She then volun-
teered to come in, during 
her exam leave, for the � rst 
transition day, to make sure 
everything went to plan.’

Kara Gillespie, youth 
development o�  cer for 
Kinlochleven who has 
worked with Tammy on her 
Youth Achievement Award, 
collected the award for 
Tammy who unfortunately 
could not be present.

Mrs Machin also praised 
Lorna: ‘At the end of S4, 
Lorna has the highest total of 
SALTIRE hours I have ever 

known recorded for a pupil – 
a whopping 407 hours.

‘I genuinely believe I am 
going to see my � rst pupil 
receive a 500-hour certi� cate 
next year. Incredible.’

It was a great day 
for Kinlochleven with 
Kinlochlovin’ reaching the 
last three for the Organisation 
of the Year and Susan 
MacMillan reaching the � nal 
three for the Volunteer of the 
Year Award.

Mrs Machin added: 
‘Amazing stories and a great 
way to celebrate Volunteers 
Week 2018. Well done to 
everyone involved and thank 
you to Voluntary Action 
Lochaber for organising such 
a great event.’

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce is proud to host 
the West Highland team of 
the Scottish Government’s 
Developing the Young 
Workforce (DYW) 
initiative.

� is week Colleen 
MacLean from DYW 
West Highland gives us 
an insight into the work it 
does with young people and 
employers across Lochaber, 
Wester Ross and Skye to en-
gage young people in STEM 
subjects.

STEM is a curricu-
lum-based on the idea of 
educating students in four 
speci� c disciplines — sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics. It is 
the DYW vision in Scotland 
to encourage and support 
the development of young 
people’s STEM capability, 
to make sure we have the 
knowledge, passion  and 
skills to drive the local 
economy.

Within the DYW WH re-
mit, we promote employers’ 
engagement with schools 
and colleges, encouraging 
pupils to consider STEM-

VIEW FROM the chamber

related subjects and inspire 
them to pursue higher 
education and careers in 
those � elds.

Recently we have been 
involved in a variety of ac-
tivities that have provided 
an interdisciplinary and 
applied approach which 
demonstrates STEM sub-
jects in real-world applica-
tions with local employers.

Recent examples include 
a trip on the Royal Navy 
patrol vessel from Fort 
Augustus to Corpach, 
organised by the Highland 
Reserve Forces and Cadets. 
� e Royal Navy showed o�  
STEM in action by high-
lighting all the transferable 
skills on o� er, which can 
be linked to curriculum 
subjects.

More employer-led STEM-
focused events have been 
held at Lundavra Primary 

School, and the Big Bang 
events at Lochaber and 
Portree high schools. At all 
these events, neighbouring 
schools were  invited along 
to reap the bene� ts of see-
ing STEM in action.

Kinlochleven High School 
also hosted its own STEM 
event to showcase its re-
newable energy  manifesto 
that included thinking 
of e� ective techniques to 
generate future renewable 
power sources.

� is is the Year of Young 
People and we’re looking 
forward to continuing 
to showcase the local 
opportunities available to 
young people. We would 
encourage all employers to 
o� er work-based learning 
opportunities. Your help 
ensures our future employ-
ees have the right knowl-
edge for your industry.

If you’d like to � nd out 
about how to help young 
people, give call 01397 
705765 to � nd out about 
apprenticeships, work expe-
rience and other ways your 
business can help create the 
future workforce.

Kinlochleven youngsters 
win accolades at awards
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Lochaber Environmental 
Group (LEG) is starting a 
new project in Fort William 
to refurbish bicycles.

Volunteers are currently 
getting trained and will start 
repairing old bicycles later 
this month. Once the bikes 
are �xed, LEG will �nd them 
a new home.

LEG is looking for bikes 
with minimal rust and any 
spare working parts. If you 
already have one but want 
to learn how to repair and 
maintain it, look out for 
LEG’s bicycle revival events 
over the summer.

�e bike repair project is 
part of LEG’s project Go, 
Grow and Glow, funded by 
the Scottish Government’s 
Climate Challenge Fund 
2018-2020. 

If you would like to donate 
a bike or want to �nd out 
more, contact Christine 
on 01397 700090 or info@
lochaberenviro.org.uk. Bikes 
can either be dropped o� at 
Voluntary Action Lochaber, 
An Drochaid, Claggan Road, 
Fort William, PH33 6PH, or 
collected by arrangement. 
Find out more at www.loch-
aberenviro.org.uk.

Lochaber Environmental Group’s bike shed team will 
refurbish old cycles.

Donate your old bike 
to Lochaber project

Council wants 
new car 
parking policy

Captain Jack Sparrow 
would have been proud 
of the display put on by 
youngsters from Bun 
Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar 
nursery this week, when 
they ventured onto the 
high seas...or in this case 
the River Lochy, for nautical 
fun and games.

With pirate costumes the 
order of the day, everyone 
boarded in�atable craft 
bedecked with jolly rogers 
for the trip along a stretch 
of the river starting from 
near Lochaber High School.

John Joe MacNeil, Bun 
Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar 

Pirates ahoy! 
head teacher, said: ‘Our 
pirate themed adventure 
was a brilliant success and 
thoroughly enjoyed by all 
our children. 

‘Thank you to Ben 
Starkie and all the team at 
Vertical Descents for their 
hard work, patience and 
support. 

‘We are very grateful 
for their continued 
partnership with our 
school community.  Thank 
you to all our sta�, families 
and volunteers for their 
continued support.  A great 
day was had by everyone ‘
Photographs: Abrightside Photography.

 

Highland councillors have 
agreed common ground 
on recommendations for a 
new car parking policy and 
improvements to car parking 
in the local authority area.

Members of the redesign 
board have agreed to 
recommend to Highland 
Council a new ‘vision for 
parking’ to addresses tra�c 
management, integrated 
transport and active travel 
and local economic growth 
and tourism.

�e aim is to ensure 
parking revenue contributes 
to local infrastructure 
improvement and any other 
local priorities as agreed by 
local committees.

�e board also agreed to 
recommend to the council 
that the budget and decisions 
on car parking be devolved 
to local committees and 
that local bene�t from car 
parking opportunities be 
reinvested locally. As part of 
the budget setting process 
for 2019/20 and subsequent 
years, rather than setting 
any single corporate target 
for o�-street car parking, 
the redesign board is 
recommending the council 
set a revenue target for local 
committees.
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A couple of blokes prancing 
about in bright pink tutus, 
one sporting a kitchen col-
ander on his head while the 
other donned a tartan viking 
helmet, is not the usual image 
that springs to mind when 
you hear about a new book 
launch.

But Fort William children’s 
author Barry Hutchison is 
not your usual writer and 
Little Door Books is far from 
being your run-of-the-mill 
publisher.

� e two have joined forces 
for the publication of Barry’s 
� rst picture book for chil-
dren, entitled Magna Cow, 
and Monday’s launch at the 
Highland Bookshop in Fort 
William took place in front 
of a lively audience of local 
primary school youngsters.

Pupils from Lundavra 
Primary School enjoyed a 

morning of readings and 
interactive songs from Barry 
and Little Door Books’ Alan 
Windram.

Fort William born and 
bred, Barry wrote his � rst 
novel aged 12 and saw a 
screenplay – penned when he 
was just 17 – optioned by an 
American company. 

Since then he has written 
everything from magazine 
articles to radio plays, but 
says it was only when his own 
� rst child began to read that 
he turned his pen to books for 
younger readers. 

� e fact Barry needed no 
persuasion to join in with 
Monday’s musical theatrics to 
launch his book comes as no 
surprise when you learn he is 
passionate about encouraging 
children, especially more 
reluctant boys, to read.

It was that desire which led 
to him getting involved in 
the founding of the website 
Trapped By Monsters, de-

signed to share great stories 
and get children involved in 
reading and writing.

On his latest book and the 
collaboration with Little 
Door Books, Barry told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘� is is my 
� rst picture book for chil-
dren, although I have been 
writing for older children for 
10 years. 

‘It’s been really great work-

Alan Windram, left, and Fort William author Barry 
Hutchison entertain children from Lundavra Primary 
School.

Fort author debuts new 
book in home town

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

ing with Alan and his wife 
Susan at Little Door Books as 
they’ve really helped this joint 
creative e� ort come alive.’

Barry met Alan – a pub-
lished children’s author in 
his own right who also has a 
wealth of experience in know-
ing what children like from 
years on the musical theatre 
circuit – at the Borders Book 
Festival. 

‘We developed this idea 
and I think it’s worked 
really well,’ said Barry, who 
happily admits using his own 
children ‘test subjects’ for his 
writing.

‘If I write something, I’ll 
read it to them and the minute 
I detect them starting to dri�  
o�  and lose interest is the 
point I know I need to look at 
doing that part di� erently.’

Magna Cow is beautifully 
illustrated by publishing star 
Cate James.

Little Door Books was 
partly set up to encourage 
new  writers and illustrators 
and, as Alan explained, Little 
Door Books is keen to give 
such talent more of a creative 
free hand. 

‘� e concept of a magnetic 
cow that glows in the dark 
and no one knows why ap-
pealed to us,’ said Alan, who 
composes music and lyrics to 
accompany each new Little 
Door Books publication. 

Residents of Drimnin on 
Morvern have transformed 
their village hall into an 
emergency response hub 
thanks to funding from 
Scottish and Southern 
Electricity Networks (SSEN).

Drimnin Village Hall 
has installed an automated 
external de� brillator (AED) 
and back-up generator and is 
delivering First Aid training 
to improve the resilience 
of the local community, 
thanks to an award of £3,159 
from SSEN’s Resilient 
Communities Fund.

With the nearest doctor’s 
surgery 11 miles away at 
Lochaline, the village hall 
committee applied to the 
fund to increase the resil-
ience of the rural, isolated 
community.

Committee member Gill 
Foulis said: ‘We are happy the 
fund has helped to enhance 
the welfare of all members 
of our remote community, 
particularly those who are 
vulnerable due to age, ill 
health or other issues. We 
have our AED in place and 
have had a � rst aid course.’

Graeme Stewart of SSEN 
added: ‘We are delighted to 
support Drimnin Village 

Hall Committee with fund-
ing to provide a de� brillator, 
generator and support First 
Aid training for the local 
community.

‘� e fund is vital to help 
communities better prepare 
for times of emergency, with 
some of the more remote 
and rural parts of our region 
proving di�  cult for emergen-
cy services to reach.’

Drimnin’s new de� brillator 
will help village residents 
during emergencies until the 

Scottish Ambulance Service 
and NHS services can attend.

� e generator will help 
members of the community 
support others by providing 
emergency power for heating, 
water and maintaining essen-
tial food stocks in the remote 
location. � e generator will 
also help turn the hall into a 
resilience centre by providing 
warm food, light, heat and 
methods of communication 
during power or communica-
tion cuts in the area.

From left: Miranda Morris, Davy Shaw, Ross Shaw and 
Barbara Campbell beside the newly-installed de� brillator.

Funding helps Drimnin 
prepare for emergencies

NHS Highland midwives 
are being highlighted again 
this year with a second series 
of the documentary ‘� e 
Highland Midwife’ currently 
being � lmed in Highland and 
Argyll and Bute.

� e series, shown on 
Channel 5 last year, received 
a great response and work is 
well under way on series two, 
but those involved would 
really like more mums-to-be, 
who would like to take, part 
to get in touch.

Jaki Lambert, lead midwife 
for Argyll and Bute, is pleased 
with how the � rst series 
showcased the work done 
across Highland by commu-
nity midwives.

‘� e three programmes 
showed great examples of 
high quality midwifery care 
across Highland and showed 
our sta�  doing amazing work 
in looking a� er mums and 
their babies,’ she said.

To learn more about tak-
ing part contact Amanda 
McGlynn on 0141 332 0319 
or emailAmanda.mcglynn@
matchlight.co. uk.

Highland 
Midwife 
returns
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Lochaber Geopark launched 
its innovative new iSandBox 
last week, making it only the 
third place in Scotland to 
showcase the technology.

� e box creates an inter-
active projection of lakes, 
rivers, ice, volcanoes and 
contours onto mounds of 
sand, incorporating science 
learning and creativity.

Only two other places in 
Scotland have this equip-
ment – Aberdeen Science 
Centre and Dundee Science 
Centre – so the geopark team 
were keen to show o�  the new 
iSandBox last Wednesday 
night when they invited a 
group of Brownies to their 
Fort William visitor centre.

� e geopark team used the 
sandbox to teach the Brownies 
about the landscapes of 
Lochaber, running rivers, 
formation of glaciers, season 

‘� ere isn’t a child on this 
planet who doesn’t like play-
ing with sand,’ said professor 
Ian Parsons, of Edinburgh 
University. ‘Using this magic 
sandbox in the Lochaber 
Geopark visitor centre, they 
learn about contours and the 

way lakes and rivers relate to 
the landscape, while having a 
great deal of fun.’

Visit the new iSandBox at 
Lochaber Geopark’s visitor 
centre, 55A High Street, Fort 
William, from 10am to 4pm, 
Monday to Saturday.

‘Magic’ sandbox teaches 
Brownies about science

changes and rock stacking. 
As well as this, the evening 
provided an opportunity to 
introduce the young girls to 
STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and maths) and 
get them thinking about 
women working in science.

� e sandbox is particularly 
useful in helping children 
learn about various STEM-
related themes such as 
topography, numbers, the en-
vironment, geology, colours, 
construction, engineering, 
design, technology and map 
reading.  It also helps develop 
children’s communication 
skills and team building.

Project o�  cer and STEM 
ambassador Isla Mackay said: 
‘� e iSandBox is a new, in-
novative tool to get children 
into learning STEM – which 
is important to the geopark. 
� e Brownies loved it – espe-
cially making a volcano that 
erupted.’

Lochaber Geopark is proud 
to support STEM learning 

and employs an ambassador 
on the subject and recently 
sponsored the successful 
� rst primary STEM fair, 
which featured a geological 
workshop and was organised 
by company director Emily 
Brown.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Lochaber Geopark's Louise Giles shows Tiona Laing and 
Emily Groundwater how to use the new technology. 

02IF F24 iSandbox 04. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, Alba.photos.

Erin Hollas gets a feel for 
the new iSandBox. 

IF F24 iSandbox 01 Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson, Alba.photos.

� ree Lochaber cyclists are 
taking on the challenge of 
cycling 450 miles across the 
Highlands to raise funds for 
charity.

Along with eight other cy-
clists and a couple of helpers, 
Fort William hill runner 
Nick Sedgwick and local 
dentists Joanne Mackin and 
Christo�  du Plessis will be 
riding across the Highlands 
and islands from July 2 to 7.

Every pound donated to 
the team will go to Tearfund, 
a UK Christian relief and 
development agency which 
works in 50 countries across 

Chris, Joanne and Nick will set o�  on their challenge early next month. 

the world, supporting people 
in poverty and providing 
disaster relief.

Nick said: ‘It’s great to be 
cycling up and down so many 
fantastic Highland hills again 
in aid of a very worthy cause 
and touching to see so many 
people across Lochaber, 
Scotland and even parts of 
England backing us and 
donating to Tearfund’s work.’

Nick completed a similarly 
brutal fundraising cycle tour 
in 2015. However, for Joanne 
and Christo� , this will be 
their � rst taste of charity 
cycle touring.

‘I am excited and nervous 
about the challenge that 
lies ahead,’ said Chris, ‘but 
the knowledge we’ve had so 
many donations will keep me 
going.’

With training well under 
way, the team is fairly 
con� dent of completing the 
six-day ride, although Joanne 
is a little more apprehensive.

‘We’re not as prepared as 
we’d like so it really will be a 
challenge,’ she added.

You can support the team 
via their Just Giving page: 
justgiving.com/fundraising/
nick-joanne-christo� . 

Trio saddle up for 450-mile 
Highland cycle challenge

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise is undertaking 
research with young people, 
aged 15 to 30, to gather their 
views on the region as a 
place to live, work and study.

The work will be used to 
help attract young people to 
the region and address the 
trend of outward-migration 
among young people.

The survey can be found at 
www.hie.co.uk/yp- research.

Highland young 
people survey

The island of Sanday’s � rst 
road opened this week.

The three-metre-wide, 
mile-and-a-half-long road 
replaces a rough track that 
was covered by water at 
high tide and will allow 
vehicles to access Sanday, 
which is connected by a 
bridge to the neighbouring 
isle of Canna. Isle of Canna 
Community Development 
Trust, along with the owners 
of the two islands, the 
National Trust for Scotland, 
helped raise more than 
£31,400 through a crowd-
funding campaign for the 
construction of the route.

First road opens 
on Sanday
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Elgin Academy librarian 
and Lochaber native Shelagh 
Toonen has been named 
Scotland’s Library and 
Information Professional 
of the Year at the annual 
conference of the Chartered 
Institute of Library and 
Information Professionals 
(CILIPS) in Scotland, held in 
Dundee.

 It follows Shelagh’s achieve-
ment in November when she 
became the only Scottish 
member of the three-strong 
shortlist for the �nal of the UK 
School Librarian of the Year 
award. Although she missed 
out on the top prize in that 
particular award, Shelagh’s 
work with pupils was singled 
out as exemplary by judges. 

Duncan Mackison, chief executive of 
Jahama Highland Estates, the property 
arm of Liberty British Aluminium, has 
presented £3,000 from his company to 
Caol-based charity Lochaber Sensory 
Care (LSC).

‘We are delighted to support this 
cause,’ Mr Mackison said at the 
handover.

‘Lochaber Sensory Care helps people 
who otherwise may feel isolated to be-
come part of their community and we 
appreciate the importance of Lochaber 

Sensory Care in the workplace.’ LSC 
volunteers provide vital services to 
more than 1,500 people in Lochaber, 
including communities in remote areas.

LSC’s fundraising director John 
Fish said: ‘We rely mainly on external 
funding to keep us going. Our request 
to Jahama Estates for funding was 
met with an immediate and positive 
response. 

‘�anks go to Duncan and the sta� 
of Jahama Estates for enabling us to 
continue our work.’ 

Lochaber’s Shelagh 
named top librarian

On her latest award, Shelagh, 
a former pupil of Banavie 
primary and Lochaber high 
schools, whose parents Mike 
and Mairi Cameron live in 
Fort William’s Achintore 
Roard, said she was delighted.

‘Winning this award and 

being recognised by my 
profession is thrilling. I really 
enjoy being a school librari-
an,’ she said.

David Barnett, head teacher 
at Elgin Academy, paid trib-
ute, saying: ‘Shelagh is an in-
spirational professional who 
makes a major contribution 
to the very good levels of liter-
acy attainment in the school. 
�ere is always something 
happening in the library to 
capture the imagination of 
our young people.’

Shelagh, a school librarian 
for more than 25 years, was 
nominated for the award in 
recognition of  her develop-
ment of the library as a  wel-
coming productive learning 
environment. Shelagh has an 

infectious love of books and 
reading, and is a passionate 
believer in the power of 
literacy to change people’s 
lives and open more doors to 
opportunities for youngsters.

‘Being a school librarian is 
about working with people. 
I always wanted to work 
with young people and have 
had a lifelong love of books,’ 
Shelagh told the Lochaber 
Times in November.

‘School libraries have a piv-
otal role in helping develop 
literacy skills and developing 
a love of reading. �ere’s also 
a critical role in school librar-
ies helping more vulnerable 
children, who have no access 
to reading, to develop into 
readers.’

Minister 
to attend 
housing 
summit

Jahama’s Duncan Mackison, 
left, with Lochaber Sensory Care 

fundraising director John Fish and 
manager Esther Briers. Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson, Alba.photos IF F24 Sensory Care sponsorship

Jahama boosts group’s coffers

Shelagh Toonen with her 
award. Photograph: Charlie Sherry.

Scottish Government Hous-
ing Minister Kevin Stewart 
is to visit the Highlands for 
a summit looking at the 
region’s housing shortage.

Last week, Kate Forbes, the 
MSP for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch, raised the shortage 
of a�ordable homes across 
the region in the Scottish 
Parliament during General 
Questions. 

A�er responding to her 
concerns in the chamber, Mr 
Stewart agreed to come to her 
constituency to discuss the 
matter in more detail.

‘I know the minister recog-
nises the need for a�ordable 
housing,’ said Ms Forbes.

‘He has been hugely 
supportive of e�orts in the 
Highlands to increase the 
number of a�ordable homes. 
I look forward to welcoming 
him to the Highlands to dis-
cuss a�ordable housing.

‘Reversing the trends of  
depopulation in the 
Highlands starts with af-
fordable housing.

‘�e gap between average 
salaries and average house 
prices in the Highlands is 
eye-wateringly large. 

‘�at needs to be reduced, 
particularly in light of the 
tourism market. 

‘I’m sure there will be plenty 
to discuss when the minister 
visits.’

More details on the summit 
have still to be released.

More time over 
toilet decisions

Highland Youth Parliament 
(HYP) will be holding its 
annual conference today 
(Thursday) and tomorrow 
(June 14 and 15), at Inver-
ness College UHI campus.

The conference, in the 
Year of Young People 2018, 
will be a celebration of 
Highland young people and 
everything they are involved 
in. HYP includes young 
people from all 29 Highland 
secondary schools and local 
youth forums.

Youth parliament 
holds conference

LT

Highland Council’s admin-
istration has vowed to take 
more time to review toilet 
provision.

Budget leader and 
chairman of corporate 
resources Councillor Alister 
MacKinnon and Councillor 
Allan Henderson, chairman 
of environment, develop-
ment and infrastructure, 
report: ‘In view of com-
munity proposals coming 
forward and being assessed 
by groups such as North 
Coast 500 and others across 
the Highlands, through the 
Rural Tourism Infrastructure 
Fund, the review will be 
extended to October 31 to 
ensure we have a sustaina-
ble network of toilets across 
the Highlands. 

‘The administration is 
also looking at ways of 
creating a council loan fund 
to help communities with 
conversion to community 
ownership.’
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by Sara Bain
fort@obantimes.co.uk

� e next Eilean A’ Cheò 
ward forum will take place in 
Portree on the a� ernoon of 
Monday June 25.

Members of the public are 
invited to go along to hear 
representatives from Police 
Scotland, Scottish Fire and 
Rescue and local Highland 
councillors discuss topical 
issues a� ecting the area, 
followed by a question and 
answer session.

Chaired by councillor John 
Finlayson, the forum will 
start with a question and 
answer session with Police 
Scotland and the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service on 
local operations. � is will be 
followed by updates from the 
council’s community services 
team on the condition and 
maintenance of roads and 

Skye ward forum 
date con� rmed

MV Clansman 
returns to service

public toilets and comfort 
schemes. � e � nal topic, lead 
by the council’s development 
and infrastructure team, will 
provide an update on statu-
tory planning consultation, 
roles and responsibilities for 
community councils.

Councillor Finlayson hopes 
people take up this opportu-
nity. He said: ‘� is is a great 
chance to � nd out from the 
council and our partners 
about priorities and the work 
taking place across the area. 
Everyone is welcome.’

� e forum takes place on 
Monday June 25 from 2pm 
to 4pm at Tigh Na Sgire. Any 
questions from the public 
relating to the topics being 
discussed should be emailed 
to willie.mackinnon@high-
land.gov.uk by Friday June 15.

CalMac ferry MV Clansman has returned to service ahead of 
schedule.

� e vessel, which needed essential repairs carried out to its 
propulsion system, was due back in service on Wednesday June 
13, but returned to its scheduled Oban-Coll-Tiree service on 
Saturday June 9.

� e vessel’s early return allowed the MV Lord of the Isles to 
deliver an additional Oban to Lochboisdale sailing on Friday 
June 8, a� er which she restarted the postponed Lochboisdale-
Mallaig service on Saturday June 9 along with delivering the 
Mallaig-Armadale route as scheduled. � e additional sailings 
scheduled on the Barra to Eriskay service continued until 
Tuesday June 12.

‘We appreciate the understanding of passengers who have 
been disrupted by this unavoidable repair,’ said CalMac man-
aging director Robbie Drummond. We are fully aware of the 
impact this has had on communities and thank them for their 
patience.

‘� ank also to the sta�  who have worked so hard to continue 
to provide lifeline services throughout the disruption over the 
past weeks. With one major vessel out of action and no replace-
ment, it has been a di�  cult time for everyone and we can now 
all look forward to normal service being resumed again.’

Làithean Cultar (Culture 
Days) were organised on June 
6-7 by Highland Council 
Gaelic Team and Bun-Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Phort Rìgh.

Actors, authors, dancers, 
story tellers, artists, sports 
leaders, singers and musi-
cians in the national Gaelic 
and cultural sector led the 
Làithean Cultar sessions.

Head teacher Mrs Flora 
Guidi, said: ‘� e Làithean 
Cultar were a huge success 
on many levels, especially as 
the whole school, including 
the Sgoil Araich, participated 
and every child had the 
opportunity to take part in 
the sessions, which included, 
dance, creative writing, 
sports, drama, story-telling, 

art and Gaelic rap music. 
All the sessions where held 
in Gaelic and were educa-
tional, informative and fun. 
� e young people enjoyed 
participating.

‘� e new Bun-Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Phort Rìgh is be-
coming a Gaelic cultural hub 
for the area and is a huge asset 
for the community. � e young 
people were at the heart of the 
initiative and really engaged 
with the activities. We aim 
to run the event annually. 
� anks go to everyone who 
made the event a success.’

Làithean Cultar received 
� nancial backing from Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig and was also 
supported by � e Highland 
Council.

Youngsters take centre 
stage in culture days

Youngsters enjoy dancing at one of the culture days.

An MSP praised the e� ort and 
determination of the Carbost 
community which worked 
hard for six years to get a new 
play park opened.

� e new park in Carbost 
was opened by MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch Kate 
Forbes during a family fun 
day in the weekend sunshine.

� e play park, which has 
been completely refurbished 
with new apparatus for chil-
dren of all ages, is the culmi-
nation of a fundraising e� ort 
that began in 2012 when frus-
trated parent Mags McGlynn 
of Fiskavaig volunteered to 
take on the challenge.

Mags said: ‘� ere was a play 
park in the village but what 
apparatus there was had been 
either condemned, missing or 
was of very poor quality.

‘In 2012, the community 
council asked for volunteers 
to take on the challenge of 

renewing the park and I 
came on board. We wanted 
to make an inclusive and safe 
play area that would have 
something for all ages and all 
abilities. Unfortunately most 
of the funding sources were 
no longer available, so we set 
about fundraising. We held 
cèilidhs, family days, put out 
charity buckets and secured 
funds from outside sources.’

� e project brought in 
£60,000 from outside funding: 
£5,000 from Diageo, which 
owns Talisker Distillery; 
£5,000 from the Highland 
Council discretionary fund 
and £50,000 from the Suez 
Communities Trust.

Construction began on 
April 19, with the site signed 
o�  last � ursday. � e o�  cial 
opening event on Saturday 

was marked by a family fun 
day with games, picnics, ice 
cream and a barbecue, with 
Ms Forbes joining in the fun.

� e MSP commented: ‘� e 
story of how such a good 
playpark was built in Carbost 
is one of great success and 
demonstrates what can 
be achieved through the 
determination and e� ort 
of parents in our Highland 
communities. 

‘� ere have been so many 
fundraising e� orts made by 
determined people along the 
way. It is such a privilege to 
see communities across the 
Highlands who are willing to 
overcome obstacles to get what 
they need. It is a priority for 
children to have somewhere 
safe to play and to be children 
for as long as they can.’

Ms Forbes presented Mags 
and her colleague Renee 
Mason with gi� s and � owers 
as thanks from the com-
munity for their hard work 
before families enjoyed the 
a� ernoon in their new park.

New Carbost play park opens

MSP Kate Forbes opens the play park with, from left, 
volunteers Renee Mason and Mags McGlynn, Nick Du�  ll 
from Minginish Community Hall Committee and some of 
the children who enjoyed the day.
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Politicians back Skye 
airport proposals

Portree pupil’s got 
designs on success 

Politicians on Skye are supporting 
proposals to establish air services to 
and from the island, saying they would 
be an ‘enormous boost to the local 
economy’.

At a meeting of Skye and Raasay 
area committee last Monday June 4, 
councillors backed a new report which 
recommends creating a trial air link 
between Skye and Glasgow.

� e report outlines the bene� ts of 
reintroducing scheduled air services to 
Skye and looks at building an a� orda-
ble and sustainable airport, taking 
into account ‘constrained public sector 
� nances’.

Councillors have backed setting 
up a working group, including rep-
resentation from Highland Council, 
HITRANS, HIE, Highlands and 
Islands Airports Ltd, Transport 
Scotland and Loganair, to establish 
the capital and operational investment 
required to support the trial.

Chairman of the Isle of Skye and 
Raasay committee councillor John 
Gordon said: ‘� e reintroduction of 
scheduled � ights to Skye would be an 
enormous boost to our local economy. 
People want to come and visit our 
beautiful island and we want to make 
it as easy as possible for them to access 
everything we have to o� er.

A study into a Skye airport sug-
gested a terminal building would 
have to be approximately twice 
the size of the one at Barra Airport, 
photographed here. 

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

‘� e proposed trial looks like a viable 
option. I thank council o�  cers and 
our partners in HITRANS and HIE for 
their work to date and our committee 
looks forward to receiving regular 
updates on how plans are progressing.’

� e study, based on the re-introduc-
tion of services to Broadford Air� eld at 
Ashaig, would require investment in a 
terminal building approximately twice 
the size of the one at Barra Airport and 
a 100-space car park.

According to previous studies into 
Skye air travel, a 19-seat aircra�  would 
be best for the service.

Constituency MSP for Skye Kate 
Forbes has said an airport with pas-
senger � ights on the island would be 
a ‘game-changer’ for Skye’s economy.

She believes that as well as bene� ting 

from tourism, other businesses such 
as food and drink would also be well 
served from having such a vital air 
link.

Ms Forbes said: ‘Having a function-
ing, commercial airport in Skye would 
make an enormous di� erence to the 
local economy.

‘It has been a slow process to get to 
this stage, but I am absolutely delight-
ed a working group will consider a 
trial to identify demand.

‘I am in no doubt Skye has huge 
potential, not just in terms of tourism 
but also other businesses like food and 
drink.

‘An airport allows for easier exports 
and travel for visitors, investors and 
locals.’

� e Skye MSP said an airport on 
Skye is ‘much-needed’ and would not 
only ease the pressure on ailing roads 
but would make it easier for people to 
make weekend visits to the island.

‘It’s not just about tourism,’ MS 
Forbes continued, ‘and the Skye 
economy has got to diversify beyond 
tourism.

‘� ere is huge scope to diversify 
the Skye economy beyond the kind 
of tourism on which the island has 
depended for years. Whilst tourism 
is a golden goose just now, it’s a no-
toriously unpredictable industry and 
Skye airport could allow the west coast 
economy to be far more stable.’

Skye MSP Kate Forbes has 
welcomed a cross-party 
Holyrood committee’s deci-
sion to keep a long-running 
petition on the controversial 
re-design of healthcare ser-
vices in Skye, Lochalsh and 
South West Ross open.

Last week the Scottish 
Parliament’s Public Petitions 
Committee decided it would 

return to the matter at a 
future date, pending the 
implementation of Sir Lewis 
Ritchie’s recent report into 
healthcare provision in the 
north of Skye.

� e Holyrood petition from 
SOS Skye, which was � rst 
heard in 2015, calls for an 
Independent Scrutiny Panel 
(ISP) to be established to ex-

amine NHS Highland’s major 
service change proposals in 
the region.

Last week’s committee 
meeting was the tenth time 
the petition had been dis-
cussed by MSPs.

Ms Forbes commented: ‘We 
have made huge progress 
since the last meeting, with 
Professor Sir Lewis Ritchie’s 

report stating unequivocally 
Portree Hospital should 
remain open, with resilient 
24/7 emergency care and beds 
provided in the north end of 
Skye. � e priority now is to 
ensure this happens and until 
it is implemented in full, I am 
pleased the Public Petitions 
Committee has decided to 
keep the petition open.’

Decision to keep hospitals petition open welcomed

An Ardvasar school pupil 
won top prize in a t-shirt 
design competition for last 
weekend’s Isle of Skye Half 
Marathon, beating com-
petition from almost 100 
students.

Along with his fellow S1 
to S3 pupils at Portree High 
School, 12-year-old William 
Clarke was challenged by � e 
Scottish Salmon Company 
(SSC) to design a race t-shirt 
based on the three key ele-
ments of its business: pride, 
passion, provenance.

With more than 90 entries, 
SSC’s chief executive Craig 
Anderson and a panel of 
judges had the challenging 
task of whittling down the 
shortlist to this year’s three 
top designs, naming William 

William Clarke, third right, with his winning design. 

(S1) as the winner and Matilda 
McKiggan, 14, S2, of Portree, 
and Lewis Fleming, 12, S1, of 
Upper Edinbane, in second 
and third place respectively.

William’s design was print-
ed on exclusive t-shirts worn 
by a team of SSC sta�  who 
ran the half marathon on 
Saturday – which started and 
� nished at the high school – 
and the company’s volunteers 
on race day. 

All three � nalists were 
awarded a gi�  voucher for 
outdoor clothing and equip-
ment store Inside Out  and 
Scottish salmon.

Craig Anderson, chief exec-
utive at � e Scottish Salmon 
Company, said: ‘Well done to 
William and a big thank you 
to everyone who entered.’

CalMac makes new plastics pledge
Ferry operator CalMac has announced further steps to cut 
down on the amount of plastic it uses on board.

‘When we banned straws on board, we pledged to look 
at every other area of the business to reduce the use of 
plastics that cause so much environmental damage,’ said 
CalMac’s waste manager Ruth Rice.

‘� e next step for us is to replace disposable cups with 
reusable ones. We are also swapping individual milk 
portions with milk jugs and individual sauce sachets with 
sauce dispensers. Longer term, we are working with our 
suppliers to source alternative compostable or fully recy-
clable packaging for all other foodstu�  we sell on board.’ 

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com
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Strontian singer Kathleen 
proves a hit at Oban Live
Young songwriter was the winner of Oban Unsigned competition

Oban Unsigned winner 
Kathleen Robertson was 
still on a high, buzzing with 
excitement a� er her Friday 
night opening set in front of 
the growing crowd at Oban 
Live when she spoke with us 
this week.

� e 19-year-old singer/
songwriter from Strontian, 
who works as a waitress 
and did an HNC music 
performance course at West 
Highland College last year, 
shared the Friday night 
stage at the town’s Moss� eld 
Stadium with Blazin’ Fiddles, 
Hermitage Green from 
Ireland, Tide Lines and head-
liners Skipinnish.

‘It was a great experience 
and I learned a lot of new 
things on the production side 
of playing live, about things 
such as sound checks and 
levels,’ said Kathleen.

‘I got some great feedback 

too. I was a wee bit nervous 
obviously as this was the 
biggest crowd I’d played for, 
but once we got into the songs 
I started to relax and really 
enjoy myself.’

Kathleen and her band 
played a three-song set 
comprised of a Gaelic song, 
a Celtic fusion number and a 
song she had written herself.

‘� e audience reaction was 
pretty good – I got quite a few 
cheers which was really nice.

‘And the organisers were 
so nice to us – they treated 
us like we were any other 
professional band.’

Asked what the rest of 
the summer holds in store, 
Kathleen says she leaves  in 
August for a year-long trip 
to Australia, three months of 
which will be spent farming 
in the Sydney area.

Her long-term dream is one 
day to have a full-time career 
in music. ‘Hopefully, yes. It 
might take a wee while – we’ll 
just have to see,’ she said.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk Strontian songstress Kathleen Robertson 

opened the event on the Friday afternoon 
having won The Oban Times’ Oban 
Unsigned competition this year.

Fort William’s Robert 
Robertson played with 
his band Tide Lines.
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Clockwise from above 
Skerryvore on stage with 
Oban High School Pipe 
band; an all-star line-up 
of 24 top names in the 
Scottish traditional music 
industry came together on 
Friday, exclusively for Oban 
Live, in a collaboration 
named Sons of Argyll; 
the main stage; the Peat 
Bog Faeries on stage on 
Saturday; everyone had a 
great time on both Friday 
and Saturday thanks to the 
great music and the fact 
the sun shone on Moss� eld; 
Irish singer/songwriter 
Susan O’Neill. 
Photographs: Stephen Lawson/Oban 
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Members of the Ben Nevis Race 200 Club and friends set out on an evening cruise 
down Loch Linnhe to Corran last week. The club is a fundraising group for the Ben 
Nevis Race. Photograph: Anthony MacMillan Photography

Ben Nevis Race 200 Club cruise

College answers 
call to deliver 
nursing course

Ian Blackford MP delivered 
his address to delegates at last 
week’s SNP spring conference, 
with a focus on Brexit and the 
budget.

From the podium, the MP 
for Lochaber, Ross and Skye 
said: ‘Just a year ago the 
public went to the polls with 
the promise of better and 
more stable government from 
� eresa May.  What materi-
alised could not be further 
from the truth and she has 
delivered absolutely nothing 
but further uncertainty and 
insecurity.

‘� e Tories think they can 
do anything they want to 
Scotland and get away with 
it … And still � eresa May’s 
government continues to 
drag us down the catastrophic 
course of a hard Brexit, 
bluntly ignoring the will of 
the Scottish people. Yet, the 
Prime Minister expects us in 
Scotland to simply take her 
word for it that her party has 
Scotland’s interests at its core.

‘A hard Tory Brexit will cost 
up to 80,000 jobs in Scotland. 
A UK Government analysis 
revealed that GDP in Scotland 
could take a crippling hit of 
nine per cent with a no deal 
Brexit. � e Tories are not act-
ing in Scotland’s interests – in 
fact they are against them.’

Mr Blackford said he be-
lieves some devolved powers 
are now at risk. He continued: 
‘It is completely unacceptable 
that devolved powers over 
farming, � shing and the 
environment, among others, 
are at risk of being stolen 
away from Scotland back to 
Westminster. I can con� rm 
that the  SNP  Westminster 
group has tabled amendments 
to the legislation absolutely 
rejecting the power grab 
clause.

‘We will work with col-
leagues across the Commons 
to reject the Tory govern-
ment’s attempted veto on our 
parliament. We are now in 
uncharted territory.’

West Highland College UHI 
is introducing a new access to 
nursing course this September 
in response to calls  for a nur-
sing degree to be brought to 
Fort William.

Potential Fort William 
students took to social media at 
the time to express their disap-
pointment that they would not 
be able to study for the degree 
in their home town and would 
have to travel almost 200 miles 
to Stornoway or more than 60 
miles to Inverness.

Elaine Stoddart, a health care 
assistant at Tweedale medical 
practice in Fort William for the 
past 17 years, was among those 

Health and social care course leader Andy Gibb with Elaine 
Stoddart outside the Fort William college last year. JP F24 Elaine 

UHI 01. Photo: Abrightside Photography.

disappointed. � e mother-of-
four from Caol wanted to study 
nursing but hadn’t studied 
for a while and wasn’t quite 
ready to embark on a degree 
programme.

College sta�  advised her 
to study an HNC in social 
services which she was able 
to do three days a week while 
looking a� er her family.

Now, a� er all the hard work, 
Elaine is � nally starting a nur-
sing degree in September.

Elaine explained: ‘I wanted 
to move on to a career in 
nursing and this course has 
helped me get a position as a 
nursing auxiliary at the Belford 
Hospital as well as getting me 

back into study, which I haven’t 
done since leaving school. I was 
very nervous, but it makes such 
a huge di� erence when you are 
interested in the subject.  

‘I cannot believe that I am 
now at the stage of starting my 
nursing degree in September.’

Elaine said she ‘thoroughly 
enjoyed’ the course and is 
grateful for the support of the 
tutors.

‘It was very important to me 
that I was able to study this 
course locally as I am married 
with four children and would 
not have been able to move 
away to complete the course,’ 
she added.

‘It is fair to say that if I had 

not been able to study at the 
West Highland College UHI 
then things would have been so 
much more di�  cult for me to 
progress.’

On the back of this, West 
Highland College UHI is in-
troducing an access to nursing 
course to allow students to start 
their nursing career from any 
one of the college’s 10 centres 
throughout Skye, Lochalsh and 
Lochaber from this September.

Claire Pardoe, curriculum 
area lead, explained: ‘We 
have been receiving inquiries 
for some time from students 
wanting to gain the right 
quali� cations to enable them 
to apply for the very popular 
nursing quali� cation recently 
introduced by the University of 
the Highlands and Islands.  

‘However, it can be di�  cult 
for some students who have 
family and work commitments 
to travel and study away from 
home.

‘So, we decided to review 
some of our current courses 
and adapt them to include 
further modules that will allow 
successful students to progress 
onto a nursing career.’

Applications are now open 
and more information can 
be found at whc.uhi.ac.uk/
courses.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Lochaber MP 
focuses on Brexit 
at SNP conference
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Claggan 
taster is 
success
Claggan Residents’ Associ-
ation enjoyed a fantastic 
day last week when the sun 
shone and attracted a good 
turnout for the Gardening 
Connections family learning 
community event.

Staged at the Green� ngers 
Community Garden, next 
to Fort William Football 
Club’s ground, as well as 
the football club, the event 
also involved input from 
Voluntary Action Lochaber, 
Highlife Highland, Lochaber 
Environmental Group and 
Nevis Landscape Partner -
ship.

� e aim was to provide an 

a� ernoon of taster sessions 
in outdoor activities, arts 
and cra� s, plus creative 
writing.

� ere was also a plant and 
seed swap stall, sun� ower 
planting and fun activities 
for the youngsters, including 
‘beat the goalie’ and how to 
build a bug hotel.

Claggan residents enjoyed the Gardening Connections event held last week. All Photographs: Abrightside Photography

JP F24 claggan gardening project- Claggan residents 01

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Lochaber duo’s fashion spectacular
Fashion designers Lorna 
Gillies and Gemma Carver 
have spent the past few years 
gaining industry experience 
around the globe, but recently 
returned to Lochaber to start 
their respective businesses, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

A� er meeting at a showcase 
event in Glasgow last year, the 
duo formed a connection based 
on living in the Highlands and 
a mutual passion for women’s 
wear.

� is Saturday they will stage 
a fashion show at the Ben 
Nevis distillery, starting at 
7.30pm.

Born and raised in Moidart, 
Lorna studied theatre costume 
before moving to Melbourne, 
Australia, to gain industry ex-
perience working for boutique 
fashion labels.

She returned home in 2015 
and started her own clothing 
business before going on to 

win Dragons’ Glen the follow-
ing year.

Gemma studied at Heriot-
Watt University’s world 
famous textiles campus at 
Galashiels in the Scottish 
Borders before working for 
Giles Deacon and Aimee 
McWilliams.

A trip to Goa in India was 
the catalyst for the launch of 
her own label, Nonchalant, 
before she was headhunted 

to become lead designer for 
Indian cashmere company, 
Janavi. � is led her back to 
working on couture, creating 
one-o�  pieces for VIPs and 
Bollywood stars, a� er which 
she launched GC Couture. � e 
company will launch its new 
Enchanted Garden collection 
at Saturday’s show.

Speaking ahead of the show, 
Lorna told us: ‘Since coming 
back to Ardnamurchan, I see 
this is where my creativity 
thrives.

‘I met Gemma in Glasgow, 
and I discovered she also lived 
in Lochaber, so the ideas start-
ed from there and we decided 
to make our own rules, put 
on a fashion show, collaborate 
and help one another and 
hopefully inspire others too.’

Tickets are available from the 
Eventbrite website or Lorna 
and Gemma’s pop-up shop at 
65 High Street, Fort William.

Lorna Gillies and Gemma 
Carver hope this weekend’s 
fashion show proves a hit.
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� e US Coastguard turned 
into the cavalry last week 
when it came to the rescue 
of Stornoway’s transatlantic 
rower Niall Iain Macdonald.

A broken rudder aboard 
his boat Alba last Monday 
night had threatened to tor-
pedo Niall Iain’s NY2SY Solo 
North Atlantic Row for good.

Gaelic broadcaster Niall 
Iain le�  Norfolk VA on May 
23 to row solo across the 
North Atlantic to his home 
on Lewis – a distance of 3,400 
miles.

He is aiming to raise 
awareness of mental health 
issues and at least £100,000 
for Scottish mental health 
charity SAMH.

But Alba sustained the 
damage in heavy weather, 
leading the Lewis adventurer 
to believe it was all over.

Unable to repair it himself, 
Niall Iain brie� y considered 
continuing his row with only 
oars for steerage but a� er dis-

cussion with his shore-based 
support Leven Brown – and 
with more than 3,000 miles 
still to go – decided against it 
for safety reasons and called 
for help.

� e US Coastguard came to 
his aid last Wednesday and 
amazingly were able to repair 
the rudder – a development 
Leven likened to ‘winning the 
lottery’ for Niall Iain.

Niall Iain said he had gone 
‘from the lowest low to the 
highest high’ and in a blog 
posted late last � ursday he 
revealed what had happened.

He said: ‘I was hit by some 
really nasty weather on 
Monday night. Winds of 25-
30 knots had been forecast 
but these felt much stronger. I 
was sitting on my sea-anchor 
and throughout the night I 
could hear the sound of my 
rudder being pounded by the 
waves.

‘� e conditions were too 
dangerous for me to even 
open my a�  hatch to see what 
was going on, in case the cab-
in was swamped, so I resigned 
myself to the fact I would have 

to wait until morning until I 
knew if any damage had been 
done. It was a long night.

‘First light on Tuesday con-
� rmed my worst fears – one of 
the holding pins on my rudder 
had been bent. I’m still trying 
to � gure out how it happened, 
a one in a million chance it 
seems, and it happened to me.

‘I tried to straighten it out 
by countering the bend using 
the bracket as a lever but the 
pin sheared o� . I didn’t have 
the tools needed to carry 
out a proper repair and my 
attempts at jury-rigging 
something failed miserably.

‘� e damage to the rudder 
was so serious I really thought 
NY2SY was over.’

A� er discussing possi-
bilities with Leven, Niall 
Iain decided to contact UK 
Coastguards who in turn 
contacted their US counter-
parts in Boston.

His position, more than 
800kms east of Norfolk VA 
made a rescue challenging.

It also brought back bad 
memories of having to aban-
don his � rst NY2SY attempt 
in 2014, just nine days in, 
a� er su� ering an injury.

� is time, though, luck 
was on his side. When the 
cutter arrived, a crew came 

to him on a RIB to assess his 
situation.

Niall Iain continued: ‘� ey 
seemed to think they could 
repair the rudder so I was tak-
en across to the USCG cutter 
‘Diligence’ and they began to 
work on my rudder.

‘Meanwhile, I was greeted by 
Chief Mess O�  cer Pedersen, 
Executive O�  cer Chapman, 
Commander Sommella and 
several crew. I was given a 
hamburger and some fries to 
eat and they kept me updated 
about the repairs.

‘A� er four hours, they had 
the rudder ready and we 
went back across to Alba to 
get it � tted. It needed some 
adjustments but I now have 
a working rudder that will 
allow me to continue my row, 
just when I thought it was all 

US Coastguard saves Lewis 
rower’s Trans-Atlantic bid

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

‘� e damage  
to the rudder 
was so serious 
I really thought 
NY2SY         
was over’

Niall Iain is welcomed aboard the US Coastguard cutter 
Diligence.

over. � e crew of the USCG 
cutter Diligence were kind to 
me and all I was ever asked 
was “what do you need?” and 
“How can we help?”.

‘I am truly indebted to 
them all for what they did 
and thank you doesn’t seem 
enough. � ey basically saved 
NY2SY.’

� e US Coastguard, who 
took photographs of their 
encounter with Niall Iain and 
his boat, spoke of their satis-
faction at helping the intrepid 
islander.

Lieutenant Commander 
Brian Chapman, executive 
o�  cer, said: ‘� e Coastguard 
Cutter Diligence had the dis-
tinct pleasure of visiting with 
Niall MacDonald today.

‘He came by and visited 
with us shortly while the 

engineers helped with the 
rudder. � e Diligence crew 
truly enjoyed learning about 
Mr MacDonald and his jour-
ney. He was most inspiring.

‘We are rooting for Niall. 
His courage and tenacity 
embody the best in what we 
strive to be.’

Leven said it was not prac-
tical to carry a spare rudder 
and said the US Coastguard 
had ‘done a magni� cent job’ 
in repairing it. 

‘It’s not too dissimilar to 
winning the lottery. � e US 
Coastguard did a great job 
getting to him.’

A coastguard crew transfers Niall Iain to their cutter by RIB.
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A lot of water, or in his case 
sauce and mayo, has passed 
under the bridge in the 20 
years since Sean Forbes 
walked through the doors 
of McDonald’s restaurant in 
Fort William for his �rst shi� 
as a part-time crew member.

But now all his hard work 
has paid o� with Sean’s latest 
advance through the fast 
food giant’s ranks seeing him 
promoted to area manager of 
McDonald’s restaurants in 
Fort William, Inverness and 
Elgin.

Now aged 36, Sean started 
his career at McDonald’s Fort 
William as a part-time crew 
member while still at school, 
aged 16.

Since then he has worked 
through the ranks in the 
branch with roles including 
crew trainer, shi� runner and 
second assistant, before being 
promoted to acting business 
manager in 2007.

Sean has run the Fort 
William restaurant since 
then. Originally employing 
only 16 crew in January 2007, 
the branch now needs 80 sta� 
in the winter and more than 
110 in the summer to cope 
with tourists.

McDonald’s Fort William 
has gone through two refur-
bishments and two exten-
sions, including an extended 
dining area, new stockroom, 
chiller, freezer, corral, o�ce 
and a kitchen extension – 
doubling its size.

Franchisee Craig Duncan 
who owns and runs eight 
restaurants across the north 
of Scotland, says Sean has 
been exceptional in leading 
the Fort William restaurant 
through a period of upheaval 
and uncertainty.

‘He’s transformed its 
fortunes, guiding and moti-
vating his team to embrace 

�ere was plenty 
enjoyment at the 
Plantation Family Day in 
Fort William last week.

Young and old had a 
great day with a range of 
fun-�lled activities and 
events to choose from.

Our photographer 
was there to capture the 
excitement. 

From left, Adam Puce, AJay Stoddart and Daniel Puce 
enjoy an ice cream at the family day. IF F24 Plantation Family Day 04

Lynn Wormald o�ers some sweets to Minnie Mouse. IF F24 

Plantation sweets Lynn Wormald

Young Bella MacColl 
enjoyed getting her face 
painted. Plantation family Bella 

MacColl

Josh McCook, left, and 
his brother Marc try 
darts. IF F24 Plantation family day 

Josh Marc.

Plantation Family Day a big hit
From left: council employees Jo Sutherland, Karin MacKay, 
Mandy MacLemman, Karen Sandison and Pauline Lindsay.   
IF F24 Plantation family day

Lorna MacDonald transforms Caitlin MacDonald with 
some face painting.IF F24 Plantation family day 02

Sean still lovin’ 
it at McDonalds        
after two decades

the changes and has worked 
alongside them to ensure 
success,’ said Craig.

‘He has developed into a 
natural leader and I’m con�-
dent he will do a fantastic job 
as area manager for the Fort 
William, Inverness and Elgin 
restaurants.’

Speaking about his new role, 
Sean told the Lochaber Times: 
‘I’m delighted to be given the 
opportunity to run the Fort 
William, Inverness and Elgin 
McDonald’s restaurants.

‘It seems like only yester-
day I started my career at 
McDonald’s Fort William 
as a fresh-faced school boy 
and I’m proud of how far I’ve 
come.

‘�is new role presents me 
with the opportunity to de-
velop my own skills, manage a 
strong team and ensure we’re 
providing the best possible 
customer experience across 
the north of Scotland.’

Sean Forbes started his 
career with McDonald’s in 
Fort William 20 years ago.

Lewis Coyler tries his luck 
at the pick-a-duck stall.IF 

F24 Plantation Family Day 03

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’
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BUSINESS NEWS
New managing 
partner for 
� rm of lawyers
Christine MacKay, solicitor, has taken 
over as managing partner of MacPhee 
and Partners from Duncan MacPhee, 
who has been in the role throughout 
the � rm’s 22-year history from inception 
in 1996.

Christine is a commercial lawyer who 
comes from Stornoway. She lives with 
her husband and two children in Resi-
pole. She previously was a partner in a 
central belt law � rm where she acted 
for well-known housing developers and 
commercial landlords.

Duncan said: ‘All of our partners are 
certain that, in Christine, we have 
found the right person to take the � rm 
forward. My wife and partner Rosemary 
and I will continue as partners for a few 
years yet and fully support Christine 
and the � rm, which we hope will go 
from strength to strength.’

A new working group will be set up in Argyll 
and Bute to engage closely with the business 
community in a drive to secure the long-term 
prosperity of the region.

Councillors on the Environment, 
Development and Infrastructure Committee 
last � ursday (June 7) agreed a proposal to 
create the Argyll and Bute Business Group, 
which will focus on partnership working and 
building the economy.

� e Argyll and Bute Business Group will play 
an ongoing role in working towards achieving 
common goals and building the economy. 
With work under way on a proposal to secure 
signi� cant funding from the UK and Scottish 
Governments as part of a Rural Growth Deal 
− similar to the City Deals announced for parts 
of Scotland – it is thought that establishing a 
new business group would help make the most 
of the opportunities available through such 
a deal, as well as attracting investment and 
growth through other channels.

Aileen Morton, council leader and policy lead 
for economic development, said: ‘We already 
know that Argyll and Bute is a wonderful place 
to live, work, visit and do business – and we 
are determined to engage with the business 
community for the bene� t of the area as a 
whole and to make sure that message is heard 
loud and clear.

‘� e Argyll and Bute Business Group is being 
set up so that, working in partnership, we can 
make the most of the opportunities to promote 
the area and attract investment.

‘Most of the businesses here in Argyll and 

New business group 
aims to help economy

Bute are small- and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) and it’s important that we engage 
with them as widely as possible to ensure that, 
collectively, we’re doing everything we can to 
support our thriving economy.

‘We are keen that the business community 
plays its part in promoting the area and growing 
the economy and I look forward to seeing the 

Argyll and Bute Business Group taking shape.’
By bringing together leaders of all key sectors 

into a single group, the aim is to ensure that 
clear messages from the private sector are 
developed and understood.

Another function of the business group 
would be to help shape discussions the council 
has with the Scottish and UK Governments.

Councillor Aileen Morton is ‘determined to engage with the business community’.

Duncan MacPhee congratulates 
Christine MacKay.
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DONATIONS WANTED 

Find us at Unit 39A, Ben Nevis Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 6PR. 
We’re open Monday to Saturday between 10am and 4pm! 

We’re always looking for quality used furniture, white goods and household items 
- and for maximum convenience, we’re happy to accept donations at the shop. 

Just pop by - and while you’re here, take the opportunity to have a browse!
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take photo-
graphs so we are happy to create this 
space to showcase local people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph 
you would like to see published here, 

simply send it to editor@obantimes.
co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that 
mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is factually 
incorrect, please email: editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or write 
the Editor at The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on 
this page. However we reserve the right to 
shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith.  A daytime phone number is also 
required for veri� cation. Anonymous letters 
or those supplied without a contact phone 
number will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write 
to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Approval for pods 
at Lochaber hotel 
There is always a dilemma when public 
objections to planning applications are 
overruled and permission for sometimes 
controversial plans are approved.

So it should not come as a surprise that 
some people in North Ballachulish are 
upset that Highland councillors have 
given the green light to a proposal for 
six camping pods to the rear of the Loch 
Leven Hotel.

As we report this week, councillors 
approved the plans which will see the 
timber pods erected in a semi-circular 
cluster adjacent to the art gallery and 
industrial site that bounds the hotel land 
to provide extra tourist accommodation 
in the area.

The concerns expressed by individuals 
and Nether Lochaber Community 
Council are understandable and were 
articulately voiced by resident Sarah 
Charles, whose objections were focused 
on possible noise, rubbish, overcrowding 
and degeneration to the road and 
hotel car park. The community council 
said that, while it had no objection in 
principle, it was also worried about the 
proximity of the site to the public access 
road and sewage drainage.

However, there is no escaping the 
fact that tourism is booming across the 
Lochaber area and the rising number of 
visitors need accommodation in which 
to sleep.

 The community council has sought 
assurances over its concerns, though 
these appear to have been dealt with by 
Scottish Water.

On balance, the councillors were 
probably right to approve the plan.

Hot weather is far from 
‘brilliant’ for some of us
People keep saying: ‘Hope you are all enjoying 
this brilliant weather.’

What brilliant weather?
If they are referring to this horri� c heat as 

‘brilliant’, then let me assure you that at least 
one of us hates it. What I call ‘brilliant weath-
er’ is snow and frost but unfortunately Oban 
missed out on all that lovely snow enjoyed by 
the rest of Scotland in March.

As far as I am concerned, the colder it is, 
the better I like it. Furthermore, I long for the 
good old days when I could a� ord to go to 
Australia in July when it is winter there.

I am in a bad mood because a� er a week of 
buses not running due to road works (tra�  c 
was diverted but West Coast Motors decided 
at the last minute that the diversionary route 
was not suitable for buses), and then the buses 
were again not running for three days due to 
roads being closed for Oban Live.

� ose who plan these things have no con-
sideration for those who become ill when they 
cannot go out due to claustrophobia. Nobody 
bothers to display notices at bus stops and 
there was nothing on the West Coast Motors 
website about buses being cancelled.

David Gallant,
Oban.

There is not enough room 
for two lanes of tra�  c
Concerning the repairs allegedly scheduled 
for the Nevis Bank roundabout area (Lochaber 
Times, June 7), I very much doubt if there is 
enough room for two lanes of tra�  c heading 
north past the Nevis Bank Hotel; you have the 
hotel and various other buildings on one side 
of the road and a river on the other.

� e actual bridge (that I believe is now a listed 
structure, which apparently means there is not 
a lot, if anything, that can be done structurally 
with it) was built around 80 years ago, when 
vehicles were not nearly the size they are now 
and the volume of tra�  c was much lighter.

From what I’ve seen, a lot of the problem is 
caused by vehicles travelling south having to 
stop and give way to big vehicles such as ar-
ticulated lorries manoeuvring onto the bridge 
on their way north, so my suggestion would 
be to do away with one or both of the pedes-
trian pavements on the bridge, and either 
divert pedestrians over the old bridge on the 
upstream side of the road bridge, or else build 
a new footbridge for them on the downstream 
side of it.

Davie Kerr,
Ferry Reach, Onich.

Relying on The Oban Times 
for all the news
I do so like the new format of � e Oban Times.

I had been � nding the old-style paper 
cumbersome and had been wishing it was 
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Oban 01631 568060; Fort William 01397 703003
Email: editor@obantimes.co.uk; fort@obantimes.co.uk
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in a smaller size, so my wish has come true. 
I have been a regular weekly reader of � e 
Oban Times (and the Squeak!) for the past 65 
years and, in fact, was your local Inveraray 
correspondent in the 1950s and 1960s when I 
lived and worked in Inveraray in my father’s 
grocer’s shop (J & NE Campbell), which busi-
ness also provided a mobile shop and delivery 
service long before the modern supermarkets 
thought of it.

Now that I no longer live in Argyll, I almost 
totally rely on your papers for all the Argyll 
and Isles news. Long may you keep up the 
good work.

Margaret Fisher,
Bearsden.

Disappointed at change to 
new compact format
My family and I have read � e Oban Times 
for many generations. It is a very special news-
paper in the format it was printed as a broad-
sheet, as it kept something of the ‘heart’ of the 

areas and the people it covered. We are not of 
the cities, but of the Highlands and Islands of 
Scotland, and we are di� erent. � e new format 
newspaper doesn’t have that special touch, of 
opening the big pages and poring over them to 
see what is going on.

I realise time moves on and things change, 
but I much prefer the old format.

It will now just sit in the newspaper stands 
with the rest of the papers and not stand out 
like it used to.

I am sorry to say, but I think you have lost 
something very special of the heart of the 
Highlands.

Margaret Lindsay,
by email.

Motorhomes dump waste 
irresponsibly on Islay
I was very angry to hear from local residents 
in Portnahaven that their recycling bins have 
been used by numerous motorhomes for dis-
posing of general waste, including food.
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PLOCKTON

� Plockton in May only had 4.75 
inches of rain, with 14 dry days. � e 
hottest day was 26.5C and coldest 
night was 1.5C.
� Scottish National Heritage held 
a meeting in Plockton hall on 
Wednesday May 23 to explain the 
possible marine protected area 
in Loch Carron, which is home 
to � ame shell beds, including the 
largest known in the world.
� � e Lochalsh branch of Legion 
Scotland raised £172 at its bingo 
night at the Balmacara naval base 
on Wednesday May 23. � e next 
session is on Wednesday June 27.
� � e Plockton Hotel has been 
named the north west of Scotland’s 
best pub. A beer and gin festival was 
held there on the weekend of  May 
25/27.
� Plockton and District Community 
Council met recently. Among the 
items discussed were road concerns.

� e harbour association is to help 
� nancially with the grass cutting 
this summer.

It was reported the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency is 
to take enforcement action against 
an owner whose sewage still requires 
a septic tank.

Abandoned cars at Ceann an Uib 
have been reported to Highland 
Council.

Highland Council has said the 
schoolhouse that has been empty for 
years is to be used for learning needs 
for pupils at the school.

� e community council met with 
the National Trust for Scotland and 
the grazing committee on Monday 
April 30 to discuss the village con-
sultation paper.

Ewen Cameron had repaired the 
causeway at Rhu.

Fire� ghters from Fort William 
Fire Station visited Caol Primary 
School Nursery to promote home 
� re safety as part of Child Safety 
Week.

Group manager Pat McElhinney, 
� re� ghter Alan Knox, Colin 
MacAndrew and new recruit Bob 
the � re� ghter bear attended the 
nursery.

Bob will be going home with the 
children to encourage parents and 
carers to test their smoke alarm at 

home. A diary has also been pro-
vided to record Bob’s adventures.

Pat said: ‘� is is a new project 
to encourage families to regularly 
test their smoke alarms. If they 
haven’t got a smoke alarm, we can 
provide a home � re safety check. 
It’s really important we introduce 
� re safety education from an early 
age. If this event has a positive 
e� ect, we could make it a regular 
event throughout all Lochaber 
nurseries.’

Highlands and Islands MSP Donald 
Cameron has welcomed the news 
that legislation to implement Frank’s 
Law in Scotland has been given the 
go ahead by MSPs, almost a year 

Jamie Coutts and Ava MacLead lead the salute to Fire� ghter Bob.
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, Alba.photos 

Fire� ghter Bob promotes 
safety at Caol nursery

LOCHABER

a� er the campaign was launched at 
Holyrood.

Frank’s Law was named a� er 
former Dundee United footballer 
Frank Kopel, who died aged 65 
having su� ered from dementia for 
many years but was too young to 
qualify for support. � e new laws 
will allow those under 65 who su� er 
from conditions such as dementia to 
receive free personal care.

Frank’s wife Amanda has spear-
headed the campaign with Scottish 
Conservative MSP Miles Briggs 
helping lead the � ght in parliament 
with a Private Members Bill.

Holyrood’s health committee gave 
the legislation the green light on 
Friday, with a pledge by the Scottish 
Government to introduce it in 2019.

Mr Cameron said: ‘I am delighted 
Frank’s Law has been passed by 
MSPs. It is now up to the SNP 
Government to deliver it. Lochaber 
people who are under 65 and su� er 
from conditions like dementia will 
now be able to bene� t from free per-
sonal care meaning the burden of 
care costs will, for the most part, be 
alleviated. � is is a step in the right 
direction and I look forward to see-
ing Frank’s Law come to fruition.’

He’s performed on Top of the Pops, 
the Old Grey Whistle Test and at 
countless venues nationwide.

But on a sunny bank holiday in 
May, the Godfather of Grunge Folk 
– Wild Willy Barrett, and composer, 
cellist and vocalist Mary Holland 
(aka Mrs Wild Willy), performed 
in the smallest of venues – the front 
room of a Hertfordshire home!

Combining their creativity, charm 
and charisma, a fun-packed evening 
of music unfolded, dedicated to rais-
ing funds for Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue Team (LMRT).

Banjo, � ddle, guitar, cello and even 
an uncooked raw egg were all part of 
the superb Sunday show, which not 
only proved to be an intimate night 
to remember, but raised £450 for the 
Lochaber rescuers.

It was the second front room gig 
that has been arranged by the family 
of Ian Bell, who died on Ben Nevis 
in August 2015.

‘Watching Wild Willy “egg neck” 
and hear Mary’s stirring cello was 
a sight and sound to remember for 
the lucky 30 people who tucked 

themselves into the front room,’ said 
Julia Bell who organised the event.

‘It was such a rare treat to have 
Willy and Mary give their time to 
this cosy fundraising initiative.’

In 2017, Mary played cello and 
provided vocals to a stirring song 
composed by Julia to remember 
Ian. � e CD was recorded and made 
available to family and friends.

� e Bell family also raised money 
for LMRT last year when they held 
‘IanFest’ – a mini festival – in their 
back garden.

‘Another IanFest will take place in 
August,’ said Julia. ‘We will continue 
to remember Ian and the dedicated 
work of LMRT.’

� e Bell family thanks friends and 
family for continuing to support 
their fundraisers with donations 
and music.

‘We appreciate this support and all 
donations big and small, edible and 
musical. I want to thank everyone 
and an extra thanks to jewellery 
designers Cambery Designs for 
boosting this fundraiser with their 
generous donation,’ added Julia.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Wild’ way to raise 
funds for rescuers

Julia Bell, left, with Wild Willy Barrett and his wife Mary.
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Retro Roamer

A retrospective look at the 
Roamer columns of the early 
1990s
 News from the piste is that 
middle-aged pseudo skier Willie 
Anderson has failed in his attempt 
to descend one of the more 
di�  cult Aonach Mor ski runs – The 
Nid Wall. Nevis Range had been 
hoping to make a � lm of this epic 
endeavour, but for Will this was 
a ridge too far. Now the word is 
that fellow Fountainbridger Sean 
Connery is to be his stand-in for 
the next bid. Not only do they have 
the Edinburgh connection, they 
have similar hairstyles.
  Lochaber Development Com-
mittee discussed Fort William’s 
land and sea communications. A 
helicopter service was mentioned 
(again). A hovercraft possibly. Even 
� xed-wing aeroplanes if a local 
landing strip (not Camesky?) could 
be found. Councillors Purdon 
surfaced with another possibility. 
‘Have we thought of a submarine 
service between here and Oban?’ 
he asked. 
  Supermarket plans were 
unveiled to some members of 
the Lochaber public last Tuesday, 
giving a few hours notice of intent. 
As one local worthy put it: ‘We 
were better catered for when the 
Bellman went round telling the 
townspeople what was happening 
in and around the Fort.’ Aye, 
and not so many bellrings ago 
there was free provision for the 
display of posters and notices on 
the railings around the Kennedy 
Monument  in Cameron Square. 
Locals – and visitors – certainly 
got to know what was going on in 
town.
  The referee at the Fort v  Clach 
match at Claggan Park on Saturday 
sent o�  a sheepdog. The black 
and white cross-collie ‘invaded’ 
the pitch during the game. 
Technically it was in Clach colours, 
right enough. So its presence 
on the � eld gave rise to some 
caustic comments. All the while, 
Iain Dhu was sitting in the stands 
wondering why the dog warden 

hadn’t put in an appearance. 
Eventually the very cross cross-col-
lie was collared and sent o�  – for 
persistent fouling.
  What do you think about the 
Corgis biting the hands that feed 
them? The ungloved hands of a 
couple of Royals, that is, one of 
whom required three stitches in 
her wound. And not a Windsor 
dog warden in sight. Incidentally, 
Morag and her husband Len reside 
in Royal Windsor. But they’re 
coming up to Corpach soon. With 
their surname, there’s no way 
they’ll be risking being rounded 
up – in Windsor Great Park.
  At the beginning of this year, 
Mallaig Lifeboat was called out – to 
a road accident on Knoydart! As 
a result, the crew brought in the 
New Year with a drink of soup. As 
a result of their enforced presence 
at the other side of Loch Nevis, 
an admirer brought them several 
packets of cup-a-soup. And along 
with this liquid nourishment, 
Jacqui de Wolfe also paid poetic 
tribute to the lifeboatmen, entitled 
‘Ode to the Isles’. Jacqui’s poem 
goes like this:

Some people think it sensible
To join a company
So when you have a breakdown
They’ll mend your car for free.
Others, when they’re stranded,
Are happy enough to pay
For the promises of a service
Twenty four hours a day.
But, like lots of good ideas
Which, in theory, look alright,
The crunch can come in a lonely 

lane
In the middle of the night.
Hour upon hour in the rain and 

cold, 
Waiting patiently
Wondering why on earth you paid 
This year’s call-out fee,
It’s because of this that many folk
Having reached the end of their 

tether
Will be pleased to know there’s 

now a team
Who’ll come out in any weather.
There’s only one condition
You must stick to the coast like glue

If you want to be attended to
By this new recovery crew.
It’s no good breaking down in 

Leeds
Or Cheltenham or Frome
Without some sea they can’t reach 

you
And you might as well walk home.
So plan your journeys with great 

care
And never stray inland,
Go everywhere by coastal road
And they’ll always lend a hand
They’ll sail across the ocean
This trusty rescue group
And if they cannot mend your car
At least you’ll get some soup
However nice the patrolmen
Appear on TV ads
You’ll still be so much safer with
The Mallaig Lifeboat lads.

  Over in Caol, Audrey was getting 
herself ready for work, titivating 
herself at home in Glenkingie 
Street. Meanwhile Audrey’s niece 
Isla was playing outside the 
bathroom. Somehow Isla removed 
the handle from the door leaving 
Audrey locked in the lavatory. 
Mum Helen had a go at removing 
the facing of the door to get 
it open. Audrey, however, is 
breakfastless and likely to be late 
for work. And she is not too keen 
on climbing out of the bathroom 
window in case Alec’s hoodie crow 
gets in among her heated rollers. 
So, if you saw a breakfast tray 
being handed through a bathroom 
window in Caol the other morning, 
at least you now know Audrey got 
something to eat while she was 
otherwise engaged.

Fort William High Street in days 
gone by. Roamer pic 01

An Ardnamurchan High School 
pupil has narrowly missed out on a 
place in the UK � nals of a cookery 
competition.

A� er winning the Lochaber-wide 
heat and topping the judges’ poll in 
the west of Scotland stage, Angus 
Dunn, 14, from Strontian was a run-
ner-up in the Scotland and North of 
England heat, narrowly missing out 
on a place in the country-wide � nals.

� e competition aims to en-
courage and develop creative and 
value-for-money cookery in young 
people – a valuable and highly em-
ployable life skill in today’s world.

Angus, along with his mother 
Justine and Trish Kennedy from 
Ardnamurchan High School, 
joined Lochaber Rotary Club at 
its evening business meeting on 
Wednesday June 6 when past 
president Donald Young, who 
co-ordinates the Lochaber leg of the 

Strontian young chef Angus Dunn is presented with his trophy by 
Rotary president Donald McCorkindale. Looking on are chef mentor 
Trish Kennedy, mum Justine Dunn, president elect Iain Johnston and 
past president Donald Young, co-ordinator of the young chef competi-
tion. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, Alba.photos.

competition, presented Angus with 
his trophy. Club president Donald 
McCorkindale congratulated Angus 
and said the club was very proud 
that a local lad had progressed so far 
in this national competition. 

He added: ‘I know Angus and 
know him to be a talented young 
man.’

Angus has bene� ted from support 
and training from chef Gary Phillips 
of Kilcambe Lodge Hotel and en-
couragement from his mother and 
Trish. Trish is the young chef men-
tor at the school and liaises with the 
Rotary Club in running the popular 
competition.  

On behalf of the school, Trish said: 
‘We are extremely proud of Angus’ 
achievement. He worked extremely 
hard at home practising and re� ning 
his recipes and his wins in the earlier 
stages and runner-up at this national 
stage were well-deserved.’

Ardnamurchan pupil cooks 
up a storm in national fi nal

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

THE IDEAL GIFT... Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
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Although numbers were 
down for Glencoe Boat Club’s 
annual regatta, the event was 
still a resounding success 
with competitors seeing 
great sailing contending the 
tricky conditions of Loch 
Leven. Only three boats 
entered the passage race from 
Oban to Glencoe. With no 
wind in Oban Race O�  cer 
Jean Aitken took the � eet to 
Appin for the start and the 
wind gradually � lled in and 
increased for a steady kite run 
to the � nish.

� e BB10 Vaila of Peter Watt 
managed to get away from Eric 
and Irena Chapman’s Sigma 
33 Amber Haze in the � nal 
stages and also took line hon-
ours. Iain and Myra Clark’s 
Roberts 34 Supertramp won 
the restricted sail class. 

Winds remained light for 
the � rst race of the regatta day 
with Vaila again taking the 
honours but being usurped 
in Race 2 by club commodore 
David Southcott’s Trapper 
28, � e Black Pig.  Although 
there was hope of getting a 
third race in, the race o�  cer 
opted to abandon this given 
impending thundery weather 
conditions. Hamish Loudon 
of Lochaber Yacht Club 
towed two Solings down for 
the event with his Westerly 
Fumarole competing in one 
on the regatta day.

� e best Glencoe boat 
winning the Ray Darker 
Memorial Cup was Vaila and 
Peter raced, with Neil Slinger 
and Ewan Lawrie as crew. 

Tricky conditions 
for Glencoe regatta

Vaila also li� ed the coveted 
Slate trophy for the best 
overall performance of the 
weekend. 

Peter said: ‘As ever, we’ve 
had a fabulous sailing week-
end and it’s a great honour to 
li�  the Slate Trophy and that 
for the best local boat. We’re 
having competitive sailing on 
club nights and weekends and 
this is set to continue for the 
season.’ 

Commodore David 
Southcott said the club was 
grateful to all the visitors, 
particularly those who re-
turned to compete year a� er 
year: ‘It’s so much appreciated 
since a huge amount of work 
goes into running the regatta 
by the committee members. 

‘� anks also to Angus Fyfe 
for providing the food and 
David Cooper for providing 
the prizegiving dinner venue 

at Cra� s and � ings.’ 
David went on to pay tribute 

to the e� orts of the team 
that had refurbished the 
clubhouse which had taken 
four months: ‘� e result is 
fantastic – and we owe a huge 
thanks to those who made 
this happen and also the kind 
benefactor who funded it.’

SAILING

Prizewinnes at the recent Glencoe Boat Club Regatta.

Hundreds take part in the biggest Skye     Half Marathon
A record 1,000 runners took 
to the course for � e Isle 
of Skye Half Marathon last 
Saturday in what was the big-
gest edition of the race to date.

With local MSP Kate Forbes 
on hand to start the races and 
get competitors into the spirit, 
the 2018 spectacular got o�  to 
a � ying start.

� e men’s winner, Cameron 
Milne of Central Athletics 
Club, crossed the � nish line 
at Portree High School with 
a time of 1:09:10. Second 
was Skye’s Hugh Campbell 
in 1:12:50 and third Michael 
O’Donnell of Inverness 
Harriers Amateur Athletics 
Club in 1:14:56.

Taking home the gold in 
the women’s race was Ellie 

Buchanan of Aberdeen 
Amateur Athletics Club, who 
crossed the � nishing with a 
time of 1:27:33. Second was 
Anne Hartmann of Strathearn 
Harriers in 1:28:02 and third 

Sarah Attwood in 1:30:38.
Lochaber Athletics Club 

had three runners competing 
in the half marathon, with 
John Dougan, Phillippe de 
Billot and Roddy MacAuley 

all taking part. Dougan � n-
ished as the fastest Lochaber 
runner in a time of 1:53:54. 
For its 34th year, organisers 
Skye Events set the course in 
reverse, treating the runners 
to a gruelling uphill � rst 
few miles, while taking in 
Skye’s breath-taking scenery, 
with views of Ben Tianavaig, 
� e Old Man of Storr, Isle 
of Raasay and the stunning 
Cuillin mountain range. 

Runners come from all over 
Scotland and around the 
world to compete in the race 
each year.

� e annual Fun Run – 
which is the most hotly 
contested race of the year for 
kids on the island – and the 
Toddler Dash took o�  shortly 
a� er the main event. Alex 
Jamieson, Ruari Preston and 

HALF MARATHON

MSP Kate Forbes with Sam Crowe, just about to get the 
race under way.

Fort parkrun runners 
celebrate NHS
birthday in style
Runners donned doctors out� ts, fake bandages and 
even a tutu to help celebrate the 70th anniversary of 
the National Health Service at Saturday’s parkrun event.

The running event at Nevis Range was one of 
hundreds of ‘parkruns’ around the UK to host a special 
NHS birthday celebration event on Saturday June 9.

The initiative, known as ‘parkrun for the NHS,’ 
recognised the contribution of the NHS to the health of 
the nation and inspire people to take part in physical 
activity and volunteering.

Fort William parkrun is a free 5k event that takes 
place every Saturday morning at 9.30am and is open 
to walkers and runners of all ages and abilities, and 
is coordinated entirely by volunteers from the local 
community.

Runners set o�  at Nevis Range for the special NHS 
anniversary race. Photographs: Iain Ferguson, Alba.photos.

Father and daughter runners, Jim and Claire Treasur-
er get into the spirit of the NHS 70 Parkrun. 

Celebrating the NHS through injury even before Liz 
and Martin Basil set o�  on the birthday race... 
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Hundreds take part in the biggest Skye     Half Marathon

Runners were in high spirits on Saturday. Photos: Isle of Skye Half Marathon.

Cailean Campbell came in 
�rst, second and third, respec-
tively, in the Fun Run, and all 
crossed the �nish line under 
the eight-minute mark.

Starting and �nishing at 
Portree High School, the event 
is an annual �xture on the 
community and Scottish run-
ning calendars, with volunteers 
from SSC and various clubs, 
groups and businesses from 
around the island pitching in 
to support in the weeks before 
and on race day. �is year was 
no di�erent, approximately 
88 helpers from seven local 
community groups, alongside 
an additional 20 volunteers, 
gave their valuable time to help 
the race committee. 

�is year, Skye Events was 
able to present £2,950 to the 
community groups that gave 

their time and e�ort to the 
success of yet another half 
marathon. Mark Crowe, race 
director, said: ‘We have been 
absolutely blown away by the 
support and enthusiasm shown 
for this year’s race. Being able 
to open up entries to 1,000 
runners is a huge achievement, 
and something that would not 
be possible without the hard 
work of my team over the past 
year.

‘�e community e�ort here 
in Portree is second to none, 
and I am happy to be able to 
give back to the volunteers and 
organisations that support us 
in the lead up to the event and 
on race day. Well done to all 
involved, and I know we’ll be 
getting stuck into preparations 
for next year’s race a�er a hard-
earned break.’

Lochaber AC enjoy two-day
Harris Mountain Marathon

Mid- race camp at Loch Crabhadail. Photograph: Dale Rodgers

A delegation of Lochaber 
Athletic Club (LAC) athletes 

travelled to Harris to take 
part in the recent Lowe 

Alpine Mountain Marathon 
(LAMM) – a two-day 

mountain competition for 
pairs with camping – which 

turned out to be quite an 
adventurous weekend.

Race report by 
Isla Mackay

�e Lowe Alpine Mountain 
Marathon (LAMM) had been 
hotly anticipated for months 
by Lochaber Athletic Club 
(LAC) and the terrain on 
Harris and the hot weather 
made for an interesting few 
days on the hills.

LAC had �ve teams with 
a LAC member or full team 
and hadentrants in elite class, 
B class, C and score. Setting 
o� on the ferry from Uig 
to Tarbert on the �ursday 
evening we were greeted by 
the sun shining over to the 
west and luminating the 
superb Outer Hebrides.

�e camp before the race 
began was on the school 
pitch, with a beautiful view 
out to sea and towards the 
setting sun (it took our minds 
o� the midge fest that was 
going on).

At 6am on Friday morning 
the piper strode around the 
pitch to wake us up in a tune-
ful but loud manner. Stuart 
Crutch�eld and his teammate 
Douglas Bartholemew 
(Torridon MRT) were setting 

o� �rst from the LAC bunch.
We all collected our lami-

nated maps and hopped onto 
a bus into the unknown. �e 
next place we would all meet 
would be at overnight camp 
a�er very di�erent days on 
the hills.

A�er a long day out on the 
hill covering more distance 
and elevation than the B-class 
on their Score course, accusa-
tions were thrown towards 
Isla MacKay that she was 
trying to burn out her race 
partner, John Yells. She was 
tempted to carry John to the 
�nish line but thought against 

it as she was knackered too.  
Susan Nicol put in a tactical 
performance �nishing day 
one with a very cheery face 
and 98 points in score class. 
Louise and Mike Pescod 
had a good day on the hills 
placing 32nd in the C class. 
Richard MacLeod and Gavin 
MacMillan were proud 
of their e�ort on B class, 
�nishing seventh and having 
a “chasing start” the next 
morning.

�e camp was the best 
place most of the team had 
camped, mid race or not. 
White beaches and pristine 

coastline – what more could 
you want.

At 5.30am the piper piped 
up again and the camp was 
buzzing for another hot day 
in store.

Gavin and Richard had a 
superb run, however they 
missed a checkpoint and 
went from third place to 
being disquali�ed – a blow to 
their �nish of the LAMM but 
they had a great run. Mike 
and Louise had a fantastic 
second day placing 17th in C 
class, so overall getting 25th.

Susan and her partner again 
avoided the negative �gures 

�nishing strong up the �eld 
in 66th place and 158 points.

 John and Isla completed 
the score course and got out 
of negative points to �nish 
52nd on the last day on 101. 
John managed to complete 
over 50km and 2800m over 
two days in burning heat 
while battling Lyme’s disease. 
Stu greeted the �nishers a�er 
having a long siesta.

A lot of food was consumed 
a�er the race and the team 
caught the ferry back on the 
Saturday night.

MOUNTAIN MARATHON

Oban Saints 
looking for 
new players

The new Oban Saints 
managment team of 
Donald Campbell and 
Willie Gemmell are on the 
lookout for new players to 
strengthen the squad for the 
coming season.
 Donald said: ‘We are 
looking for committed 
players who are willing to 
train and are available to 
play on a Saturday.’ 
 The players have just 
returned from their end of 
season outing to Belfast and 
will be having a short break 
before pe-season training 
starts on Monday July 2 at 
Oban Lorne Rugby Club.
 Training will be on a 
Monday and Wednesday 
starting at 6.30pm where 
new players will be made 
more than welcome.
 Saints have organised 
a number of attractive 
pre-season �xtures starting 
with the D & K La�erty Cup 
Tournament at Moss�eld on 
Saturday July 7. 
Teams taking part are St 
Johnstone, Hamilton Accies, 
Dundee United, Alloa 
Athletic and hosts Oban 
Saints.
 This will be followed by 
home games against Vale 
of Leven Juniors on July 21; 
Kincardine FC on July 28 
and the Argyll and Bute Cup 
Tournament in Lochgilphead 
on August 4. 

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions
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TEN PIN BOWLING Mallaig Cup fi nal dream
is ended by Kyleakin

BOWLS

LT

Lochaber 10-pin 
bowlers strike out 
singles season
Lochaber 10-pin bowlers held their � nal night of 
competition a fortnight ago at the Nevis Centre in Fort 
William.

Brian Johnstone was the most successful on the 
night.

He won the overall combined men’s and ladies’ 
scratch league with 127 points, followed by Pam 
Weller on 117 and Tony Whitelocke on 99 points; the 
overall combined men’s and ladies’ handicap league 
with 112 points, followed by Iain Gregor on 100 points 
and Steve Day on 99 points; the men’s scratch league 
with 83 points followed by Tony Whitelocke on 63 
points and John Weller on 60 points; and the Robert 
Cairns trophy for the men’s handicap league with 73 
points, followed by Steve Day and Iain Gregor both on 
65 points.

In the ladies’ divisions Pam Weller won the scratch 
league with 45 points followed by Gaynor Weldon 
on 31 points and Jean Fisher on 27 points. She also 
won the British Legion trophy for the ladies’ handicap 
division with 33 points, followed by Mo Mason on 31 
points and Alma Sorley and Jean Fisher both on 28 
points.

Brian Johnstone also took home the Nevis Radio 
High Pin Trophy for the most total scratch pins 
knocked over throughout the season with 4,229 pins, 
followed by Pam Weller in second with 4,040 and Tony 
Whitelocke in third with 3,882 pins.

Ten-pin bowlers took part in the � nal round of 
competition this season at the Nevis Centre.
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, Alba.photos.

A very close � nal for the James Fitzsimons nominat-
ed pairs competition was played in brilliant sunshine 
at the Fort William Railway Club Bowling Green in 
Inverlochy on Saturday, June 9. The winning pair Liz 
Kennedy (left) and Suzanne Williamson are pictured 
here with the winning trophy. 
Photo: Anthony MacMillan Photography

Tight pairs competition at 
sunny Railway Club green

Kyleakin   4
Mallaig 1

GF MacRae Cup � nal 

Kyleakin celebrate their GF MacRae Cup victory. 

Mallaig’s cup run came crash-
ing to an end on Saturday as 
a well organised Kyleakin 
ran out comfortable winners 
in the � nal at Broadford on 
Saturday June 9.
 A late Mallaig resurgence 
was not enough to overcome 
a dogged Kyleakin defence in 
the cup � nal, while the Skye 
side were clinical in front of 
goal.

Kyleakin got o�  to the 
better start and looked much 
more dangerous from the � rst 
whistle, creating a number of 
half chances.

� ey would � nally open 
the scoring a� er Mallaig 
carelessly gave away posses-
sion to dominating Kyleakin 
mid� elder Norman Gillies 
who brushed o�  a couple of 
challenges to stroke the ball 
into the bottom corner, leav-
ing Mallaig goalkeeper with 
no chance.

Mallaig created little 
chances in the � rst half 
with forwards Ross Douglas 
and Andy Cunnignham le�  
isolated without good service.

With the score 1-0 at half 
time, the game was still 
very much in the balance, 
however this soon changed 
as Kyleakin came � ying out 
of the traps and struck two 
quick � re goals right a� er 
half time to really knock the 
stu�  ng out of a Mallaig side 
who were caught cold right 
a� er the restart.

Firstly, a Stuart Gillies shot 
rebounded o�  the post but 
Craig MacKinnon was alert 
to the loose ball and stroked 
home to give Kyleakin a two 

goal advantage. Only a few 
minutes later, the Reds were 
three up, with striker Gordy 
McCarroll getting his name 
on the scoresheet a� er pick-
ing up on a Chris MacLennan 
pass, before beating a defend-
er and with his trusted le�  
foot to cushion the ball home.

With the game at 3-0 and 
in real danger of getting 
away from them, Mallaig 
made a couple of changes, 
one being the introduction 
of Brett Macmillan back 
from injury. � e introduction 
made Mallaig look more of 
a threat going forward and 
immediately had an impact. 
MacMillan was judged to 
have been tripped inside the 
box around six yards from 
goal and was duly awarded a 
penalty.

Andy Cunningham stepped 
up and handed Mallaig a 

lifeline in the tie by coolly 
slotting the ball to the goal-
keeper’s right.

� is goal sparked Mallaig 
into life and they continued 
to throw everything at a 
resilient and strong Kyleakin. 
With about 10 minutes to go 
the team thought they had 
pulled within one when Ross 
Douglas was denied from 
eight yards out on the half 
volley by a wonder save by the 
Kyleakin number one, Craig 
Wilson, who turned the ball 
over the crossbar.

With Mallaig fully commit-
ted to each wave of attack, an 
opportunity opened up once 
again for Kyleakin which they 
converted to give them their 
fourth goal of the game. It 
was man of the match Gordy 
McCarroll who completed 
the scoring in injury time, 
latching onto a long kick 

from goalkeeper Wilson 
before casually � nding the 
back of the net to kickstart 
the celebrations.

For Mallaig, this was a 
disappointing end to an 
otherwise joyous cup run. 
However, there were some 
positives to take from the 
match, such as the perfor-
mance of Ryan MacDonald.

Mallaig manager Jamie 
McGregor added: ‘It was 
a poor day at the o�  ce for 
Mallaig unfortunately, not 
quite turning in the perfor-
mance that was deserving of 
a cup � nal. But we will move 
on.’

Mallaig do not have long to 
lick their wounds as they are 
in action again this Saturday 
away to Portree.

FOOTBALL

Runners impress in fi rst Glencoe Mountain Uphill race
More than 40 runners took part in 
the Glencoe Mountain Uphill race 
on Saturday June 9, in what was 
great racing conditions.

� e uphill race is a new addition 
to the athletics calendar and saw 
athletes start at Glencoe Mountain 
Resort, below the centre car park 
by the white cottage. 

Racing up through the car park 
competitors had an interesting 
course following the newly built 
access track up to the top of the 
chairli� . 

From here the runners followed 
the track up to the plateau cafe 
where the � nish line was marked at 
around 1,200 feet.

� e � eld produced an impressive 
set of times on what was a great day 

of competition. Finlay Todd from 
Ross County A C was well ahead 
of the competition � nishing in � rst 
place with a time of 0:20:07. � e 
� rst lady home was Beth Hanson 
who was not far behind Todd, 
coming in second place with a time 
of 0:20:30.

Barrie MacKinnon secured the 
quickest time of Lochaber Athletics 
Club (LAC) runners, while Lisette 
Walter put in the best female time 
from LAC competitors.

A special mention should go to 
Steven Worsley of the Inverness 
Harriers AC who � nished in third 
place, despite qualifying for the 
veteran 50 male category.

� e full list of results on the O�  
Beat Bikes website.

Runner-up Beth Hanson and winner Finlay 
Todd. 
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday June 14, 2018 are 
listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times 
are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 05.51 4.0 12.00 0.8 
 18.00 4.0  **.**  *.*
Fri 00.31 0.5 06.34 4.0 
 12.46 0.4 18.44 4.0
Sat 01.22 0.5 07.19 3.8 
 13.33 0.4 19.29 3.9
Sun 02.13 0.6 08.06 3.6 
 14.22 0.5 20.18 3.8
Mon 03.07 0.8 08.58 3.4 
 15.14 0.7 21.09 3.6
Tues 04.05 1.0 09.56 3.2 
 16.08 0.9 22.07 3.4
Wed 05.08 1.2 11.10 3.0 
 17.07 1.1 23.17 3.2             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Strong winds
and heavy 
from the west
Temperatures 
10°C to 14ºC.
Friday 
Light
rain and breezy
from the south south west
Temperatures 
10°C to 15ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Light rain on Saturday
Cloudy on Sunday
Breezy from
the south south west
Temperatures 
11ºC to 16  ºC. FRIDAY

6

WEATHER

12

14West Highland Wheeler 
� ies high at national level
A young Lochaber mountain 
biker has been taking the 
Scottish downhill world by 
storm this year a� er a number 
of impressive victories and 
podium � nishes in regional 
and national competitions.

Eleven-year-old Archie 
Ferguson, from Inverlochy, 
is among a crop of emerging 
young mountain bikers in 
the area that have been com-
peting in the Highland Hard 
Line Downhill competition 
this season, traveling all over 
Scotland to compete against 
fellow bikers.

West Highland Wheelers rider Archie Ferguson (left) took second-place in the under-12s mini-downhill competition last 
weekend, with  Oliver Meillam (centre) in � rst and Creag Muir in third. Photograph: Kim Ferguson.

Inverlochy Primary School 
pupil Archie, who celebrated 
his eleventh birthday just last 
month, has won the � rst two 
rounds of the series and came 
� � h in the third. � e West 
Highland Wheelers biker 
hopes his good form will 
continue for the remainder of 
the season and is looking to 
maintain his place at the top 
of the leader board.

By winning those Hard Line 
races, Archie quali� ed for a 
spot in the under-12 Scottish 
Cycling Mini Downhill race 
at Nevis Range during the 

UCI World Cup events on 
Saturday June 2. A� er a hard-
fought race against bikers 
from across the country, 
Archie � nished in sec-
ond-place – a huge achieve-
ment for the youngster who is 
racing against boys one year 
senior to him.

Ten members of the West 
Highland Wheelers took part 
in the Mini Downhill race at 
the recent UCI World Cup in 
what was an incredible per-
formance from the Lochaber 
youngsters and shows the 
health of youth mountain 

biking in the area.
Daniel Par� t and Josh 

Parton also put in great race 
runs in the under-12 competi-
tion, both just missing out on 
top three � nishes.

In the under-14 category, 
Fraser Clark also just missed 
out on a top-three place.

Archie’s dad, Jack, said: ‘For 
a local boy, and member of the 
West Highland Wheelers club, 
to make it on the podium at 
the Mini Downhill is amazing 
and a massive achievement.’

MOUNTAIN BIKING

Competition results from Fort William Golf Club
A number of competitions 
have taken place at Fort 
William Golf Club in the 
last fortnight. 
On Saturday June 2, the 
June Medal was played with 
the following result: Section 
1 – 1. Jason Wallace, net  70 
(84-14);  2. Steven Jamieson, 
net 72 (76-4); 3. David 
Fairgrieve, net 74 (81- 7).

Section 2 – 1. Frank 
Sweeney, net 73 (91-18); 2. 
Pat Cassidy, net 75 (91-16); 
3. Sinclair Gunn, net 80 
(100-20).

On Tuesday June 5, a 12-
hole Stableford competition 
was played with the follow-
ing result: 1. Pat Cassidy, 

26 points; 2. Peter Laing, 
24 points (BIH); 3. Brian 
Stewart, 24 points.

� e club championship 
� rst and second rounds 
took place over weekend of 

June 9 and 10. � e leading 
scores are: Steven Jamieson, 
139 (68 + 71); David 
Matheson, 155 (76 + 79);  
Eric Wallace, 155 (76 + 79); 
Paul Campbell, 156 (74 + 
82); David MacPherson, 159 
(79 + 80).

� e � nal two rounds take 
place this weekend, June 16 
and 17.

Ladies: On Sunday June 10 
the Championship Medal 
was played with the fol-
lowing result: 1. Rosemary 
Macintyre, net 72 (84-12); 
2. Helen Brian, net 73 (95 
-22); 3. Ann Lovatt, net 74 
(99-25).

Entries are being taken 
for the Fort William Open 
sponsored by Bowman Skip 
Hire on Saturday June 23.  
Tee times available between 
8am and 3pm. 

Please phone the club-
house on 01397 70446 to 
book a time.

Fort William golf club

GOLF
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Magnus helps Scotland
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Calum is Scotland’s cricket hero
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MacIntyre to play 
Challenge Tour 
event in Aviemore
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Former Oban Lorne player Magnus Bradbury, now playing for Edinburgh Rugby, scored a try as Scotland defeated Canada 48-10 in the � rst game of 
Scotland’s 2018 Summer Tour. Photograph: Edinburgh Rugby

Scotland scored seven tries 
and saw impressive debuts 
from four young players as 

Canada  10
Scotland 48

Douglas J L Horn Cup 

they defeated Canada 48-10 in 
Edmonton on the � rst leg of 
the 2018 Summer Tour.

Hooker George Turner 
scored a hat-trick of tries a� er 
coming on for Fraser Brown 
in the � rst half, and became 
the � rst Scotland player to 

touch-down three times since 
Ally Hogg against Romania in 
2007.

Scotland were looking to test 
out new combinations and 
bring new faces into the Test 
team at the Commonwealth 
Stadium and the visitors gen-

erated strong set-pieces and 
good understanding among 
the backs in a game o� en that 
lacked � uidity.

Canada had the edge in ex-
perience, with 343 caps spread 
out among its starting 15. � e 
Scottish starting XV had just 

177 combined caps, with 10 
players still to reach double 
digits in Test appearances.
Scotland settled into the game 
more quickly, gained good 
possession and generated four 
tries through driving mauls 

Oban golfer Robert 
MacIntyre travels to France 
this week to take part in the 
Challenge Tour Hauts de 
France Open at Saint Omer 
Golf Club in Lumbres.  
 � e following week Robert 
is back on home soil when he 
takes part in the SSE Scottish 
Hydro Challenge hosted 
by Macdonald Hotels and 
Resorts at Spey Valley Golf 
Club, Aviemore.
 � e event starts on � ursday 
June 21. 
 Robert failed to make the 
cut at the KPMG Trophy in 
Belgium recently.

� e Glencruitten 
le� -hander shot an opening 
round 73 at L’Empereur Golf 
and Country Club in the 
European Challenge Tour 
event to leave him 10 shots 
o�  the lead.

He followed that up with an 
improved score of 68 but it 
was not enough to earn him 
a place in the � nal two days.

� e competition was 
won by Portugal’s Pedro 
Figueiredo, who led from the 
� rst round.

Robert MacIntyre.
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