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THE CHAOS surrounding a 
fatal road crash near Oban has 
prompted Oban police to call for 

management plan.
Catherine St Jean was airlifted 

to the Southern General hospital 
in Glasgow after her Ford Ka 
collided with a Fiat 500 on the 
A85 at around 2pm last Friday.

The 39-year-old woman from 
North Connel died in hospital on 
Tuesday morning.

The road was closed for eight 
hours from 2pm as specialist 
police investigators surveyed 
the crash site, half a mile east of 
Pennyfuir farmhouse.

The female driver of the Fiat 
car had minor injuries.

Following the road closure 

was brought to a standstill 
and in the week Oban Police 
launched its two-week summer 
road safety campaign, Oban 
Police Inspector Julie McLeish 
admitted contingency plans 
proved ineffective. 

The back road between 

THERE are few faults with 
former Scotland Rugby captain 
Rob Wainwright and that’s why 
his campaign to raise money for 
Dalmally-based charity Mary’s 
Meals is already on the way to 
becoming a huge success.

His challenge ‘North of the 
Fault’ is a gruelling 811 mile 
cycle around the northern part 
of Scotland, above the Highland 
Boundary line and it got off 
to a great start in Oban last 
Saturday.

The ex-rugby star turned Coll 
farmer has persuaded eight 
friends to join him on the hilly 
Highland ride, which will see 
them cover the equivalent of 
climbing 18 Munros in just nine 
days. 

MORE than half of all pension-
ers living in the Highlands and 
islands are struggling to heat 
their homes and are suffer-
ing fuel poverty, a study has 
revealed.

Figures released this week by 

to an anglicised version of the same name is ‘simply 
unacceptable’ say the two leading Gaelic speakers 
elected to Argyll and Bute Council.

Councillors Mary-Jean Devon and Robin Currie will 
‘not accept’ plans by the council to change Crannag a’ 
Mhinisteir to Crannaig-a-Mhinister.

Many people call the access road to Pulpit Hill by its 
Gaelic name, but write it in the misspelt version from 
the traditional spelling.

A consultation brought replies from 17 local 
residents. The results showed that while Crannag a’ 
Mhinisteir is the correct spelling and the one currently 
used by the Gazetteer of Street Names in Scotland 
and on Ordinance Survey Maps there is no historical 
evidence of the Gaelic spelling having been used.

For the past 40 years the street has been spelled as 
Crannaig-a-Mhinister and is used by 14 out of the 17 

residents in the street. The other four houses use Pulpit 
Hill as it is ‘easier to spell’.

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon said: ‘I am really 
disappointed that this has happened. Gaelic is our 
language and we need to make sure we preserve it.

‘These sorts of things make me really angry. We will 
lose the language if it is not used properly. Instead 
of changing it, why don’t we just use the traditional 
Gaelic.

‘It is simply unacceptable.’
Councillor Robin Currie, the council’s Gaelic 

spokesman, said: ‘With the home of the Royal National 
Mòd being in Oban, then surely it should be the very 
place that the Gaelic language is preserved.

‘Dropping the Gaelic name is just not right, and 
goes against the Gaelic language plan. This is a 
ridiculous suggestion. I would not be able to accept 
the suggestion.’

Woman dies             
in road crash
A WOMAN has died following 
a collision on Monday evening 
on the A82 near the Falls of 
Falloch, north of Inverarnan.

A southbound blue VW 
Golf was in a collision with a 
northbound blue Mercedes and 
the 86-year-old front passenger 
of the Mercedes died.

All the other occupants in the 
vehicle were seriously injured 
but no details were available as 
The Oban Times went to press.

Police Scotland are asking for 
any witnesses to either vehicle 
or the incident itself, who have 
not already spoken to police, 
to call them on 101 and ask to 
speak to the trunk road policing 
group at Stirling.

New TV appeal      
in burial
place search
INVESTIGATIONS into the 
burial place for murdered 
Edinburgh book-keeper 
Suzanne Pilley have been 
stepped up after her story ap-
peared on BBC1’s Crimewatch 
programme.

More than a dozen calls were 
received by the police after the 
programme aired on Monday 
night. Detectives believe 
the 38-year-old’s body was 
buried in Argyll after she was 
murdered on May 4 2010 by 
former lover and work colleague 
David Gilroy, aged 50, in the 
basement of the Edinburgh 
building in which they worked. 
Her body has never been found. 
The day after she went missing, 
Gilroy drove to Lochgilphead, 
taking two hours longer than 
the average journey time. His 
return journey took even longer.

Police say some of the 
information came from people 
who had never been contacted 
before. The case made legal 
history when Gilroy became the 

TV. He was sentenced to 18 
years in jail in 2012.

was eventually closed when 
cars became stuck. Other 
vehicles attempted to negotiate 
the old Achavaich road, which 
is signposted as unsuitable for 
vehicles.

And desperate motorcyclists 
had to be stopped by the police 
after driving on the Dunbeg to 
Ganavan cycle path, a route also 
being used by Oban High School 
pupils getting home to Dunbeg.

Inspector McLeish said: ‘It is 
frustrating for us because we 
advise people of a pre-determined  
route, which involved a detour 
via Lochgilphead, but it is 
clear we need to formulate a 
contingency plan with Argyll 
and Bute Council.

‘Locals immediately began 
using back roads and those less 
familiar with the area followed 
them, against the advice of the 
police, which quickly caused 
congestion. 

‘It was a busy Friday afternoon, 
compounded by an increase in 
visitors to the area.

‘In future we need to take 
control of the roads as early 

as possible to prevent this 
happening again.’

Policing resources were further 
stretched when a motorbike 
carrying a husband and wife 
from Belgium crashed on the 
A83 at Strone Point. The man 
was seriously injured, while his 
wife suffered minor injuries but 
the road was closed while the 
crash investigation took place.

At the same time, police in 
Oban had to co-ordinate a 
rescue at Glen Kinglas. Oban 
Mountain Rescue Team and 
the police mountain rescue 
team were mobilised, as was 
Rescue 177 from HMS Gannet 
at Prestwick. The helicopter 
managed to retrieve the missing 
man who had injured his leg 

Oban were recalled to duty to 
help colleagues, others worked 

put onto uniform duties.

the town were dropped off at 
Dunbeg and walked into town 
via the cycle path to Ganavan.

Anyone who has information 
about the fatal road accident 
that may help police with their 
ongoing enquiries can contact 
PC Stuart Campbell on 01631 
510 500.

Tragic crash 

Inspector admits contingency 
road plans failed Oban

Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC) 
show that 59 per cent of people 
aged 60 and above in Argyll and 
Bute are living in fuel poverty; 
in the Western Isles 75 per cent 
of over 60s are affected.

In urban areas 45 per cent of 

pensioners are living in fuel pov-
erty - where a person spends 10 
per cent or more of their income 
heating their home.

Authors of the SRUC report 
have called for anti-poverty poli-

Report editor Dr Sarah Sker-
ratt said: ‘The cost of household 
heating is just one area of 
poverty in which there is an 
imbalance between rural and 
urban Scotland.’

But the situation could worsen 

for people in rural areas accord-
ing to Age Scotland. The char-
ity states home improvement 
schemes are often focused on 
more populated areas in a bid 
to cut fuel poverty rates more 
rapidly. A spokeswoman for the 

Scottish Government said £42 
million of £60 million available 
this year ‘is allocated on the 
basis of need which takes into 
account levels of fuel poverty 

of properties within rural areas’.

More than half of Highlands and islands pensioners living in fuel poverty

Rob and friends tackle gruelling 
bike challenge for Mary’s Meals 

The Oban Times caught 
up with Rob and his fellow 
fundraisers at Mary’s Meals HQ 
in Craig Lodge, near Dalmally, 
in bright sunlight as they made 

adventure.
Rob said: ‘We got here with 

only one foot pedal coming off.’ 
The team of nine riders were 

full of energy and ready to keep 
going. ‘We’ve already made it 
one 40th of the way, and it wasn’t 
too bad,’ he joked.

Porridge
The team were all treated to a 

cup of likuni phala, the vitamin-
enriched porridge served to 
Malawian children by the charity 
every school day, before being 
shown round the now famous 

garden hut where Scottish 
International Relief  (the former 
name of Mary’s Meals) started 
almost 22 years ago.

Mary’s Meals, which provides 
a daily meal in developing 
countries’ schools to attract 
hungry children to the classroom 
and improve their future, 
currently reaches 894,288 
children. 

The route will take the riders 
from Oban to John o’Groats via 
Applecross and Ullapool, then 
down through Beauly and back 
to Oban for the ferry to the Isle 

they will complete the Isle of 
Mull Sportive—an 88 mile cycle 
route with 3,500 feet of ascent. 

the idea of doing a cycle from 
Land’s End to John o’Groats, but 
quickly decided we preferred 
our own neck of the woods, so 
the North of the Fault route was 
dreamt up. 

‘While our route is slightly 
shorter, it’s also rather more 
climbing and will be quite a 
tough ride for our team. We 
wanted a meaningful charitable 
element to such a demanding 
project, and the simple genius of 
Mary’s Meals was a no brainer, 
particularly since it started 
locally and is on our route.’

To sponsor the team, visit 
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
team/NorthoftheFault and to 
follow their progress, see North 
of the Fault on Facebook.

Rob Wainwright and the team taking part in the North of The Fault challenge to raise funds for Mary’s Meals. 15_t23wainwright01

Chain stolen
A CHAIN weighing nearly 200 
kilograms and measuring nine 
metres in length has been stolen 
from the slipway in Tobermory.

The theft took place between 
May 10 - 25. Anyone with any 
information, or who saw any 
suspicious activity in the area 
should contact PC Donald 
MacCuish at Tobermory Police 
Station on Mull.

Upgraded Colonsay   
Pier opened
AROUND 70 people - more than 
two thirds of Colonsay’s population 
- attended the opening of the upgraded 
ferry terminal on Monday. 

The terminal was declared open 
for business by Lord Strathcona and 
Mountroyal at the invitation of island 
pier staff. The gathering also marked 
the retirement of port supervisor Kevin 
Byrne and pier staff and residents 
surprised him with gifts.

Those present included Finlay 
MacRae, CalMac area manager, and 
crew members of ferry MV Lord of the 
Isles. On behalf of the community, Lord 
Strathcona welcomed the enhanced 
service to cope with Colonsay’s 
ever-growing number of visitors.  

The CalMac terminal on Colonsay 
was built in 1984 to accompany the 
construction of the roro linkspan, when 
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THE POPULATION of Argyll and Bute is 
projected to fall by a further 13.7 per cent in 
the next 20 years, according to the National 

population drop by 13.7 per cent by 2037. 

by 10 per cent in 10 years and that people 

predictions.

and Bute Council’s rescheduled population 

Concerns
Argyll and Bute Council is to host a 

bring together national and local agencies 

in the area.

Oa and the RIB started to drift 
out into the Atlantic Ocean.

Memorial service 
marks 20 years 
since Kintyre 
helicopter crash  

died. 

years.

Northern Ireland to a security 

the aircraft ploughed into the 

and Flight Lieutenant Jonathan 

incident.’

at Oban’s Lorn and Islands Hospital 

securing a contract.

assistant clinical director, explained 
to Oban, Lorn and the Isles public 

respond to that.’

apologised publicly for the delay, 
adding that it shared the public’s 

indicated that it hoped a lease for the 

is currently used by a specialist 

extra needs.

car crash last Friday at Pennyfuir 

to the serious road crashes, 

and roads authorities.

shortly before schools closed for 

and Argyll and Bute Council 

they could access the cycle path 

Oban and one couple stayed 

because of the road closure and 

said. 

Police seek 
Lochawe         
drivers 

an alleged incident of danger

The incident occurred one 

tion should contact PC Paul 

Islander on drink              
drive charge

on Tiree.

Two pupils leaving Oban High School’s hostel after six years in residence were presented with a 
trophy for outstanding citizenship. Rhona MacIntyre from Iona, centre left, and Heather Campbell 
from Fionnphort, centre right, were presented with the award by Neil Mitchell and Christine Nicol, 
both Glencruitten Hostel staff. The students, who are now going onto further study, said the hostel 
was a great place to come and live while at Oban High School and they hoped children coming up 

this year would have as much fun as they did. 15_t23leavers1

and Oban to Connel, should be 
used. 

bypass the road closure.

Although the duo got to the 

to cancel the concert in the Police closed off the A85 at the foot of the 
Bealach an Righ in Oban after the fatal collision at 

Pennyfuir. Photo: Kevin McGlynn. 

Roads gridlock as ‘perfect storm’ 
leaves town cut off for eight hours

Right: Traffic backs up along Oban’s Corran 
Esplanade.

Argyll and Bute population predicted to fall 

Fears continue 
over more 
dental delays

The drifting RIB is spotted from the Royal Navy helicopter.

Coastguard, the helicopter 

the RIB. further and further out into 

Port Ellen.

scared and tired,’ said Lieutenant 

Port Ellen.

Lucky escape for Islay father and 
children after RIB power failure  

High school and 
council praised
for action on pupil 
transport dilemma

Available to new Plusnet Business customers who sign up to a 24 month contract and take Plusnet Business Broadband and line rental. For customers 
signing up by 10th July 2014 at www.plus.net/business or by calling Plusnet Business. If you are located in a low cost area you pay £3.00 a month for 
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Above: Some of the Rotary Club of Oban’s  Am Am organisers, 
from left to right: Iain MacIntyre, David Finlayson, Roy 

Rutherford, Alan Johnston, Ross Dalgetty and Ronnie Frew. 
15_t23amam2

Community council set to stir 
the pot over Costa Coffee plan 

Newsdesks 
01631 568000 
01397 703003

Slavery

Left: This year’s Am Am winners, representing Lorne Walton 
Electrical, were, from left: Niall MacFarlane, Sean Dunstaffnage, 

Steven O’Rourke and Robert MacIntyre.

Oban Times
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Q1 Which of the following most closely describes the extent to which you are 
involved in the grocery shopping in your household?

I do all or most of the shopping I have little or no involvement 
I share the responsibility for the shopping with someone else in the 
household   

Q2 In which of the following supermarkets do you a) do your MAIN grocery 
shopping, and b) any top up shopping during the week? (please tick all that 
apply)

  MAIN grocery shopping     Top Up Shopping
Aldi
Asda
Budgens
The Co-Operative
Costcutter
Farmfoods
Iceland
Lidl
Marks & Spencer
Morrisons
Sainsburys
Spar
Tesco
Waitrose
Other

Q3 Please indicate which other shop (s) you use for your MAIN grocery shopping?
________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Q4 And which other shop(s) do you use for your top up shopping?

________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Q5 If you were to choose just ONE supermarket, which would you say is your 
favourite?

Aldi Costcutter Marks & Spencer Tesco
Asda Farmfoods Morrisons Waitrose
Budgens Iceland Sainsburys The Co-Operative
Lidl Spar   

Other (please state)

________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Q6
supermarket? (please tick all that apply)

Advertising Location Car Parking Quality of products
Environmentally Loyalty scheme Past Experience Range of products
friendly
Fresh food Online delivery Habit Other local shops
counters  service   nearby
Helpfulness of Opening Hours Low prices
staff   

Other (please specify)
________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Q7 And which ONE of the following factors would you say is THE most 
important in deciding which supermarket to shop at? (please tick ONE only)

Advertising Past Experience
Stock ethically sourced products  Habit
Fresh food counters Low prices
Helpfulness of staff Quality of products
Location Locally sourced products
Loyalty scheme Range of products
Online delivery service Ability to use money off coupons
Opening Hours Other local shops nearby
Car Parking   

Other (please specify)

________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Q8 In addition to your main grocery shopping, which of the following do you 
also shop at?

A local independent grocer  Fishmonger
Butcher Farmers Market
Greengrocer Local Market
Baker   

Q9 Would you say that you do the majority of your shopping?
Online In-Store

We would now like to understand your attitudes towards how 

shop, and any purchasing decisions you make?

Q10 To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following 
statements?

Agree Agree No opinion Disagree Disagree
Strongly Slightly  Slightly Strongly

I rely on my local 
newspaper to keep me 
up to date with the latest 
offers from local shops

I trust what I read in 
my local newspaper

I know that if something
is advertised in my local 
newspaper, then it will 
be available in my area

I enjoy shopping for
groceries

Online shopping makes
my life easier

Supermarket’s own 
brands are as good as 
major brands

Q11 Which of the following have you personally done (when shopping for 
groceries) as a result of seeing something advertised in your local 
newspaper? (tick all that apply)

Decided which supermarket/store to shop at Redeemed a coupon/voucher
Made a note of a special offer or promotion Talked about something you 

  have seen with friends and family

About you. In order for us to analyse the information, 
please tell us a little bit about yourself?

Q12 Are you
Male Female

Q13 And which of the following age groups do you fall into?
Under 18 45 - 54
19 - 24 55 - 64
25 - 34 65+
35 - 44   

If you would like to enter our competition to WIN ONE OF FIVE £25 MARKS & 
SPENCERS VOUCHERS, please provide us with your details below

Q14 Please provide us with the following details:

Title _____________________________________________

__________________________

Given name _____________________________________________

__________________________

Surname _____________________________________________

__________________________

Address _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Postcode _____________________________________________

Email address _____________________________________________

__________________________

Telephone _____________________________________________

Number

Mobile Number _____________________________________________

Q15 Would you like to receive emails with breaking news from Wyvex Media and 
other products, offers and competitions from Wyvex Media? We will never 
pass your email details onto any other company and you can unsubscribe 
at any time. 

If you’d like to receive our emails, please tick here   

Thank you for your time. We value your comments.

All postal surveys should be sent to the following address:

The Oban Times Reader Shopping Survey
FREEPOST   RRHK-JJRB-ULTR 

PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB

Exclusive Reader Shopping Survey
As a valued reader, we would like to invite you to take part in this short survey on your 

are simply required to tick (or click if answering online) the box(es) that refers to your answer. The survey should take no more than 

You can either complete the survey here, or alternatively you can go online and complete the survey at www.tinyurl.com/scotloc    The closing date for entries is midnight, 13th June 2014.

WIN M&S
VOUCHERS

*The prize draw is also open to readers completing 
the survey in other Wyvex Media Publications.

New Caledonian 
Sleeper operator
A TOTAL of £100million is to 
be invested in the Caledonian 
Sleeper service over 15 years 
by new franchise holders Serco, 
including a capital grant from 
the Scottish Government of £60 
million.

The new rolling stock of 72 
carriages on the overnight train, 
which operates between London 
and Fort William via Glasgow, 
as well as Inverness and 
Aberdeen via Edinburgh, will 
be brought in from 2018.

Beach award for 
Ganavan and 
Machrihanish
GANAVAN Sands and 
Machrihanish beaches each 
have been awarded a Keep 
Scotland Beautiful Seaside 
Award.

The two Argyll beaches are 
managed by the GRAB Trust 
and the award recognises good 
water quality and excellent 
litter, safety, and environmental 
management procedures. 
Machrihanish Beach has been 

since 2004 and Ganavan Sands 
has been recognised since 2006. 

GRAB Trust spokesperson 
Aisa Nebreda said: ‘We 
are proud that once more 
Ganavan and Machrihanish 
have been given the seaside 
award.  We would like to 
thank the community, local 
schools and Argyll and Bute 
Council which help us cleaning 
both beaches and the rest of our 
beautiful shoreline.’

Speak up on  
health services
THE VICE chairman of Oban 
Community Council is calling 
for more comments on NHS 
services in the town.

Duncan Martin said there 
were many projects happening 
to do with various issues includ-
ing home care and hospice 
redesign and yet there were 
relatively few people getting 
involved and asking questions 
of the health board.

At last week’s meeting he said: 
‘There are meetings held in the 
hospital where anyone can come 
along and question the right 
people about the hospital, about 
care services and dental care.

’Not enough people are get-
ting involved – and they should 
because health effects us all.’

was saved thanks to a personal 

Coll on his boat Seafarer II when 
he fell overboard after trying to 
clear a snagged rope.

But as he went into the water his 

him back to the surface and 
allowing him to concentrate his 
thoughts on his surroundings.

He spotted the leader buoy on 
the boat and managed to grab the 
rope and pull himself back on 

THE REMOVAL of a large bin 

has led to a build up of rubbish 
and debris and complaints that 
it is not a good impression for 
visitors waiting to catch the 
ferry to Iona.

But Argyll and Bute Council 
says the bin was removed 
earlier in the year because it was 
misused three times by someone 
putting 25-gallon drums of used 
oil into it rather than disposing 
of the spent fuel appropriately.

The bin was then tipped 
automatically into the refuse 
lorry and the oil spilled over the 
inside of the lorry and leaked on 
to the roads.

While the Mull village pier is a 

for storing creels, gear, loading 
and unloading, it is also where 
thousands of tourists wait each 
year to catch the ferry to Iona.

A kiosk at the top of the pier 
selling hot drinks and other small 
items to passing trade has meant 

‘A WHEELBARROW and a 
brush are not going to solve a 

says a Lochawe resident.
After watching contractors 

deal with a problem on the A85 
in the most rudimental of ways, 
Steve Jenkins says something 
needs to be done to sort the 
problem out once and for all.

Mr Jenkins said: ‘They 
[workers] have been out with a 
wheelbarrow and a brush. The 
real problem is a build up of sedi-
ment in the bottom of the drains 
that will need to be cleared.’

He was joined in his concern 
by Jamie McGrigor, Highlands 

the road ‘dangerous’ with the 
potential to make cars swerve 

Agenda for 
Scotland’s first 
Rural Parliament
rural Scotland are being invited 
to set the agenda for Scotland’s 

will take place in Oban in 
November.

Scottish Rural Action, the 
body organising the Rural 

with an interest in rural issues 
to contribute their ideas for the 
themes that should be debated 
at the event, and the challenges 
and practical solutions that 
the parliament should be 
addressing.

To submit ideas for the 
agenda visit https://www.
surveymonkey.com/s/
scottishruralparliament.

Isle of Coll fisherman Dougie Brown, right, receives his new free PFD from Iain MacEachan of Marine 
Scotland.

Pensioner 
seriously        
injured in crash

-
ously injured in a road accident 
on the Isle of Skye. 

The incident occurred on the 
A87 near Earlish around 9.30 

Scotland said: ‘As a result of 
the collision a 74-year-old 
male received serious injuries 
and was taken to Raigmore 
Hospital, Inverness. 

William trunk road patrol 

the divisional road policing 
unit, were in attendance and 
carried out a full collision 
investigation.’

Anyone with information on 
the incident can contact local 
police by calling 101. 

Annual Skye 
Provincial Mod

The annual event kicks off 
in Kilmuir church with bible 
reading and psalm precenting 
competitions. 

instrumentals and all oral 
contests will be on Saturday, 
in the primary school in the 

School in the afternoon. 

Mod has been open to entrants 
from outside of the isle. 

for free crossing of the Corran 
Narrows met with members of 
Highland Council to discuss 
the sustainability of the current 
ferry service. 

Councillor Thomas 
MacLennan, chairman of 
Lochaber Area Committee, 
led the conference attended 
by councillors Drew Hendry 
and Graham MacKenzie and 
members of Free Crossing for 

At the meeting, the council 
agreed to widen the consulta-

board. ‘I am certain that without 
that buoyancy I wouldn’t have 
had the presence of mind to look 
around and grab the buoy rope 
as my attention would otherwise 
have been engaged in frantically 

vital body heat and energy in the 
process,’ said Dougie. 

Second chance
The Scottish Fishermen’s 

running a campaign to encourage 

a second chance’ and is offering 

many around the UK where 

second chance because they have 

on deck but there still remains 
much work to be done.’

is being funded by European 
Fisheries Fund, Scottish 
Fishermen’s Trust and the UK 
Fisheries Offshore Oil and Gas 
Legacy Trust Fund.

Fishermen’s creels alongside rubbish that has been piled up for 
weeks. 15_t22fionn02

the loss of the bin on the pier is 
also felt by travellers faced with 
nowhere to put their litter.

But even small wheelie bins are 
being abused with commercial 
waste being deposited into them 
instead of being disposed of 
properly.

Villagers are now having to 
go out in the evenings to try and 
tidy up bags of rubbish that are 
left at the mercy of gulls to pull 
apart.

‘This is the face of Fionnphort 
we are showing people from 
all over  the world,’ said one 
islander, who did not wish to be 
named.

the pier for their gear but there 
are things that have lain there 
for years. It stinks and is full of 

Argyll and Bute Council said 
it was planning a meeting with 
interested parties in the near 
future to discuss a resolution to 
the ‘situation’.

Always wear a flotation device

Bin removal 
sparks pier 
rubbish row

Mr McGrigor raised a question 
in parliament about the road. 

minister, he said: ‘What discus-
sions has the cabinet secretary 
had with colleagues to ensure 
that the appropriate cleaning of 
gullies, burns and culverts is 

on roads such as the A85 near 
Lochawe village, which con-

-

to the overall work that we do on 

than happy, either personally or 
through the appropriate minister, 
to provide further details to any 
members with particular local 
issues.’

tion on the impact of potential 
fare rises to residents of the 
Ardnamurchan and Morvern 
peninsulas.

FC Corran chairman Tony 
Boyd said: ‘Highland Council 
recognises the vital nature 
of this connection for our 
businesses and communities.’

Leader of Highland Council, 
Councillor Drew Hendry, said: 
‘The meeting was very positive 

common purpose in seeking 
a sustainable and long-term 
solution for the crossing.’

Positive talks on ferry crossing



Thursday 5 June, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 5NEWS

BUDDING artists in Lochaber have been 
recognised for their talents with an inaugural 
award. 

The Rotary Club of Lochaber set up the 
Young Artist of the Year Award earlier this 
year and 12-year-old Ella Robertson Smith 
scooped the prize at the opening of the Art 
Lochaber Show, currently staged at the Ben 
Nevis Distillery. 

Lochaber Chamber of Commerce, presented 
a trophy and a £100 voucher for art materials 

to Ella and trophies and £50 vouchers to the 
runners up. 

Prizewinners: Winner: Ella Robertson 
Smith, 12, Caol Primary School. Runner-ups: 
Sarah Clelland, 17, Lochaber High School 
and Wiktoria Zumoscik, 14, Lochaber 
High School. Highly Commended: Korrine 
MacMillan, 12, Lochaber High School; 
Jamie-Lee Birrell, 13, Lochaber High 
School; Lachie Robinson, 14, Mallaig High 
School and Rachel Bolton, 12, Lochaline 
High School.

GREEN-FINGERED Lochyside RC 
Primary School pupils dedicated a whole 
day to helping the environment on Friday.

P1 and P2 children harvested radishes and 

P7s embarked on a litter pick and nature 
walk around Caol. The P5/6 class set up an 

or without light. 

A COMMUNITY which has been ‘under 
threat’ for more than a year feels little 
relief despite a wind farm planned for the 
surrounding landscape being rejected by 
councillors. 

Dalavich residents say they are pleased 
Ardchonnel Wind Farm was thrown out 
by Argyll and Bute Council’s planning 
committee last week after a public hearing 
but fear the company behind the development 
will appeal the decision.

RWE Innogy UK was seeking permission 
to build 15 turbines measuring 111metres to 

of Inveraray and 1.5kms east of Loch Awe.
If approved, the turbines would have been 

erected directly opposite Dalavich on land 
owned by Jamie McGrigor, MSP for the 
Highlands and Islands.  

Mark Potter-Irwin of Dalavich 
Improvement Group said the community 
was nervous as it waited to hear whether 
or not RWE would appeal the decision. He 
said: ‘These companies should wake up to 
the fact it’s no use putting in a speculative 
application when they stand a less than 50-

50 chance of getting planning permission 
and they frighten the local community. 

‘It has been hanging over us. We have had 
a year and a half of feeling threatened.’

He added: ‘Jamie [McGrigor] spoke 
well about what he wanted to do. He was 
diversifying at his farm but we are doing that 
too with tourism. I don’t feel particularly 
elated, there are no winners.’

A spokeswoman for RWE Innogy UK 
said: ‘We are obviously disappointed by 
the decision. Ardchonnel is within an area 
Argyll and Bute Council has indicated is 

suitable for wind farm development. We 
are frustrated that this decision was reached 
with little apparent consideration to this fact 

would bring to the region. 
‘We will now consider our options before 

deciding how to proceed.’
Inveraray Regeneration Group supported 

the wind farm application, believing it 
would provide much-needed jobs and help 
regenerate the community. 

The Royal Burgh would, however, have no 
view of the turbines.

BELIEF, understanding and 
taking sensible risks is the key 
to success for a young business 
woman from Mull, not to 
mention good support from 
family and friends.

Kyle Morris, from Tobermory, 
has transformed a rather grotty 
and run down toilet block on 
Main Street into an award- 
winning ice cream shop.

Winning the 2014 Moffat 
Award for showing ‘outstanding 
talent in the tourism industry’, 
Kyle seems to be taking the 
success in her stride, if not 

to keep up with the demand for 
her product.

Eating a Jaffa Cake ice cream, 
Kyle told The Oban Times that 
the vision and setting up of the 
business was down to hard work 
and determination. 

‘I opened in July 2013 in a 
heatwave and we were busy 
straight away.’

The fully refurbished building 
looks out over Tobermory Bay 
with a plate glass front and 
a bespoke wooden seat for 

THERE were hugs and kisses all 
round for cancer charity fundrais-
ers.

Karen and Nonny MacInnes 
with daughters Jenna and Kirsty 
presented Cancer Research UK 

(Oban Branch) and Marie Curie 
Cancer Care (Oban) with cheques 
for £6,000 after their hugely 
popular fundraiser in the Corran 
Halls. Featuring top bands such as 
Manran, Skerryvore and Ceol An 

Aire the gig raised £15,000 for the 
three cancer charities. The Cherish 
Fund was presented with a cheque 
last month. Karen said: ‘There were 
750 who came along to enjoy them-
selves and raise money for charity. 

This was our second concert and 
every time we do one we think that 
will be the last time. But we have 

prizes so we think we might do one 
more, maybe in September.’

A MOTHER who was found with a needle 
containing diamorphine in her pocket while 
she was holding a one-year-old child will be 

At Oban Sheriff Court last Tuesday, Cara 
Lees, aged 28, of 29B High Street, Oban, 
admitted possession of diamorphine on 
February 15.

searched a house in St Valery Place, Oban, 
where Lees was found along with a number 
of people in the living room.

He added: ‘She had a one-year-old child 
with her. On searching her pocket police 
found an uncapped syringe with diamor-
phine which, it was accepted, she was going 
to inject herself with.’

Defence solicitor Jane Thomson said her 
client had no intention of taking heroin when 
she went to the house and had not taken the 
drug for three years previously. She added: 
‘She asked for a cigarette and had a cup of 

from another room with heroin.’
Sheriff Douglas Small deferred sentence 

until July 22 for background reports. 

AN OBAN woman has admitted neglecting 
a dog to a point where it had to be put down 
because it was suffering so much.

Oban Sheriff Court heard last week that 
Frances Cooke, aged 29, 6D Scalpay Terrace, 
had initially contacted Oban Veterinary 
Surgery to say she had found a stray dog ‘in 
a state of collapse’.

-
rador to the surgery, said Procurator Fiscal 
Eion McGinty, she told vets she had found it 
in the Soroba area.

‘The dog’s ribs and pelvis were prominent 
and the vets noted that the dog was crying in 
pain and distress and was semi-conscious,’ 

‘It was felt that the kindest option was to 
put the dog out of its misery and the dog was 
humanely destroyed.’

Cooke pled guilty to causing the dog un-
necessary suffering between August 1 2013 
and December 6 2013, failing to provide 
adequate food and water, leading to its 
collapse. When later interviewed by police, 
Cooke said life had got on top of her and the 
dog had suffered.

Sentence was deferred on Cooke until 
July 22 for a criminal justice social inquiry 
report.

A MAN who made offensive remarks and 
threatened to kill a barmaid’s husband and 
children has been ordered to carry out 90 
hours’ unpaid work in the community.

Twenty-three-year-old Sean McGowan, 
Room 8, Shore Street Flats, Shore Street, 
Oban, pled guilty at Oban Sheriff Court 
last week to making the threat on February 
2 2014 in the Balmoral Hotel in Oban. The 
accused had made the remarks and threat 
while drunk and had no recollection of the 
incident.

A THIRTY-nine-year-old duty manager 
with Wetherspoons in Edinburgh has been 
banned from driving for 15 months after 
admitting dangerous driving on the A85 
between Dunbeg and Oban.

Paul Laurie, 36 Allison Gardens, Black-
ridge, Bathgate, admitted overtaking on a 
blind bend on January 17 this year in the 

take evasive action. He told the court he be-
lieved it was safe to carry out the manoeuvre 
when he started it but claimed the car he was 
overtaking increased its speed.

resit his driving test at the end of the ban.

A TEENAGER who punched his friend after 
he made a comment about the accused’s girl-

Craig MacIvor, aged 16, of Shellach View 
Children’s Home, admitted assaulting 
another teenager at Queens Park Place, 
Oban on February 16. Police monitoring 
CCTV images saw that following a verbal 
altercation, MacIvor punched the victim in 
the face.

MacIvor has also denied a charge of theft 
and another charge of being found within a 
hotel with intent to steal and will stand trial 
on June 13.

found a baseball bat within the vehicle.
Jason Duffy, aged 26, of 67 Muirside Av-

enue, Kirkintilloch, appeared at Oban Sher-
iff Court last Tuesday for sentencing having 
previously admitted possessing cannabis at 
Station Road in Oban and to possessing an 
offensive weapon. 

Duffy told police at the time of the incident 
that the baseball bat was for self defence. 

£300.

CARL Lutgert was sentenced to carry out 
120 hours of unpaid work last Tuesday hav-
ing previously admitted acting in a threaten-
ing or abusive manner towards two women.

Lutgert, aged 32, of Room 5, Donmore 
Lodge, Albany Street, Oban, committed 
the offence on March 1 at Atlantis Leisure 
in Oban.

being in possession of a ‘small’ amount of 
cannabis.

Steven McLaughlin, aged 31, pled guilty 
to being found in possession of the Class B 
drug on May 14 2014 at 22G Shuna Terrace.

court a warrant was granted to police of-

Hospital in the town, which is part of another 
investigation.

After searching the property a number of 

Defence agent Jane Thomson told the 
court that the accused was in possession of 
0.01microgrammes of the drug.

A BUILDING contractor who drove his 

Taking ‘a few pints’ before and after his 
dinner before driving from Taynuilt to 
Oban, Anthony Bell, aged 32, said it was a 
‘stupid thing to do’.

Bell, 10 Whiteside Loan, Brightons, 
Falkirk,  pled guilty to failing to give a 

alcohol and driving without due care and 

the man £150.

A EUROPEAN chef who crushed an Audi 
A3 after hitting a roadside barrier, mounting 
a pavement and crashing into two vehicles, 
said he was not driving dangerously.

Oban Sheriff Court heard from a witness 
that she believed ‘it was all over’ when 
Waldemar Kalista’s black Mondeo crashed 
into her car on the A85 near Cruachan Power 
Station on August 8 2013.

Kalista, aged 29, of 12 Shuna Terrace, 
Oban, said his car had a mechanical failure 
and he lost control of the steering which 

However, two witnesses said they believed 
Kalista to be driving ‘at least at 80 miles per 
hour’.

Giving evidence, Alison Hitchens was the 
victim of the second collision. Her car was 

she was ‘lucky to be alive’.
Ms Hitchens said when she saw the Mondeo 

speeding towards her stomach turned over. 
She said: ‘As soon as I saw the car coming 
round the corner I saw something was 
wrong. I thought I was dead.’

Ms Hitchens said she had sustained serious 
long term injuries and had to have a number 
of operations. 

Kalista, speaking through an interpreter, 
when asked said: ‘I was doing about 50 mph. 
If I had been driving at 80 mph we wouldn’t 
be here.’

Kalista claimed his car had a mechanical 
fault, and that police did not investigate it.

Sheriff Douglas Small said the two pros-
ecution witnesses had many years of driving 

wholly credible and reliable. I didn’t believe 
him [Kalista] when he said he lost control of 
the car due to a mechanical fault.’

whereupon he would need to resit his test. 

TWO OBAN brothers who admitted setting 

not belong to them have had their sentence 
deferred for a year.

Defence agent Edward Thornton told Oban 
Sheriff Court last week that 19-year-old 
Cameron Hewitt and his brother Curtis, 17, 
both of 2 Croft Avenue, had never been in 
trouble before.

He said they had been involved with others 

the logs for it. The incident took place on 
June 13 last year on waste ground near the 
Half Way House Filling Station, Dunbeg.

Sheriff Douglas Small suggested the broth-
ers might want to reimburse the owner of the 

May 26 2015.

THE LAND Review Group is demanding 
change in the way deer populations are 
managed.

The group says deer management should 
‘be sustainably managed in the public 
interest’. In a report published last week 
it was noted that for 50 years, despite 
repeated warnings by the Red Deer 
Commission, Deer Commission Scotland 
and Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), wild 
deer numbers have continued to rise. 

‘Consequently,’ it reported, ‘there are a 
range of negative social, economic, animal 
welfare and environment impacts’. 

Among its proposals, the Land Reform 
Review Group recommends changes should 
be made to the current statutory framework 
governing deer managements including: 
Giving SNH responsibility for determining 
the cull levels and requiring land owners 
to apply for consent for the number of deer 
they plan to cull.

Twinning 
celebrations
OBAN community councillors 
were invited to celebrations 
funded by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s twinning fund, at 
their meeting on Monday 
evening.

A recent area committee 
meeting of Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles councillors agreed to spend 

with councillors from Gorey 
in Ireland. The Gorey Council 

council restructure in Eire. 
Oban Community Council 

years ago. A further visit from 
outgoing councillors from Kells 
in Meath was suggested by 
Councillor Duncan MacIntyre 
and community councillors 
agreed it would be a good 
idea to meet up. Councillor 
MacIntyre said: ‘I have checked 
with Fergus Murray [Argyll 
and Bute Council’s economic 

said that it would be entirely 
appropriate for an ongoing 
relationship between Kells and 
Iona – due to their connection 
through St Columba.’

Kells is celebrating 1,000 
years of the saint this year and 
members of the local council 
and community council have 
been invited to attend.

Communities to get say 
on rural pharmacies
RURAL communities are to be given a 
greater say on whether pharmacies open in 
their area.

A number of villages on the west coast 
have unsuccessfully campaigned against 
the opening of pharmacies in recent years.
They claimed local GP surgeries lose 
income from having their own dispensary 
if a pharmacy moves into the area. The 
Scottish government said a set of new 
processes coming into force would give 
local communities a stronger voice.

Oban Sheriff Court

The MacInnes family presenting Oban’s cancer charity fundraisers with cheques for £6,000 each after holding a successful concert in the Corran 
Halls in April. 15_t23nonny1

Dalavich villagers voice 
wind farm appeal fears

Family presents cancer charities with £12,000

Kyle Morris, aged 29, enjoying 
a Jaffa Cake ice cream on 

Tobermory’s bay. 15_t22icecream3

customers to enjoy the view, as 
well as their ice cream. 

There are a wide range of 

whisky cranachan alongside 
favourites such as vanilla and 
chocolate.

But the best thing about the 
ice cream is the enthusiasm and 

have written in my life.’ Kyle’s 
life savings to open the business 
were boosted by a loan from the 
Prince’s Trust and a grant from 
the SJ Noble Trust.

But most of the work to get the 
building open was carried out by 
Kyle and her family. She said: 
‘My dad and I ripped out the 
toilets and everyone helped to 
get us open.’

Kyle is a trained artist - who 
spent most of her childhood 
holidays on the island and making 
her way back to Tobermory any 
time that she could.

Kyle calls herself a ‘one man 
band’ but enjoys the demands of 
the busy season and having more 
time out of season to develop her 
business.

At the moment she is thinking 
about developing smaller sized 
tubs of her ice cream that could 
be sold in theatres and cinemas, 
as well as developing places 
where she can sell larger portions 
of her product. 

So far, her ice creams are 
available in Dervaig’s Bellachroy 
Hotel and the Hebridean Lodge, 
Tobermory.

Lochyside pupils carried out an 
experiment as part of their eco-day. From 

left: Fraser Disher, Callum Anderson, 
Sofia MacDonald and Orla Soe-Paing. 

20_f22lochyside01

Tobermory’s ice cream 
queen wins top award

Young Artist of the Year prizewinners with Lochaber Rotary Club president John Rosie, 
back left, Mike MacGruer and Lesley Benfield.  

Budding artists impress judges 
in new Rotary Club awards

Pupils go green for a day

delight with which it is made by 
Kyle, something that the Prince’s 
Trust which gave Kyle her award 
commented on. 

A spokeswoman said: ‘Kyle 
has worked hard to build up 

favourite with visitors and 
locals.’

The young woman has also 
tried to include local produce in 
her ice cream - both the whisky 
and tablet come from the village, 
and the milk for the ice cream 
comes from just outside the 
village from Sgriob-ruadh farm 
dairy.

‘I wanted to do something 
that would meet a need for local 
people,’ she said, ‘so I assessed 
what was missing and decided 
on ice cream.’ Kyle then spent 
time with Business Gateway and 
even went to work with friends 
of hers in another ice cream 
parlour.

Kyle set up the business with 
her life savings - spending most 
of her money on two ice cream 
machines, something she said 
wasn’t all that easy to do. She 
said: ‘It is the biggest cheque I 

Deer management change demand

Overnight closures of the A82 at Pulpit 
Rock, south of Ardlui are scheduled to take 
place between Saturday 14 June and 
Friday 27 June.

The road will close at 2200hrs and re-
open each day at 0600hrs. The A82 
will remain open either side of the 
closure.

Diversion routes between these hours will 
be northbound via the A83 at Tarbet, A819 
and A85, and southbound via the A85 at 
Tyndrum, A819 and A83.

We apologise for any inconvenience caused.

This is to allow essential work to be 
carried out safely on the A82 Pulpit Rock 
improvement project.

Closures can be subject to change, 
therefore please refer to the Transport 
Scotland website for the latest information:

http://www.transportscotland.gov.
uk/project/a82-pulpit-rock

A82 overnight 
closures
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IAN AND Ann Darby had their hearts 
set on a ‘wee cottage’ when they decided 
to buy a place in Argyll. So how did they 
end up in a Victorian pile with a dozen 
bedrooms, two kitchens and its own bar?

Balinakill sits on a hillside on the edge 
of the village of Clachan. Its owners, the 
Darbys, both know Argyll well. Ann 
grew up there and Ian has been sailing 
in its waters since he was a child. But it 
took a visit to the Tarbert Music Festival 
a few years ago before they made their 

Victorian country house. 
‘We used to go to the festival every 
September and one year we just couldn’t 
face camping. Balinakill was the nearest 
hotel that had a room,’ said Ann. ‘Years 
later, when we were looking to buy a 
place in Kintyre, some friends in Tarbert 
mentioned that Balinakill was for sale. As I 
recall, Ian said, “I love that place – cracking 
old building,” and I said, “Are you kidding 
me?” 
‘Anyway, I got the schedule for a wee 
two-bed cottage that was on the market and 
Ian got the particulars for Balinakill – I 
never had a chance to view the cottage.’

furnishing of Balinakill is detailed in the 
July issue of Scottish Field, now on sale.

Portree Primary School pupils did their bit for the community last week when they took part in the 
village’s annual spring clean. The P5 children helped pick up litter from the area surrounding their 

school. 

A BUDDING artist in north 
Skye has won a competition to 
design a sticker for a national 
campaign. 

Eachann MacRae, a P6 pupil 
at Kilmuir Primary School, 
drew a sunrise over a stream 
with the caption ‘Thank you 
for cleaning up’ and his sticker 
was picked from almost 800 
entries in the National Clean Up 
Scotland contest. 

The sticker will be included 
in ‘clean-up kits’ which will 
be handed out to schools and 
communities when they register 
a litter pick in their area. 

Elaine Ferguson, class teacher 
at Kilmuir Primary School said: 
‘The pupils and staff at Kilmuir 
Primary were delighted to hear 
that our own Eachann MacRae 

Scotland competition.
‘As an eco-school we all feel 

strongly about protecting our 
environment and doing what 
we can to look after our lovely 
island. Eachann’s artwork will 
now inspire others to keep their 
own environments clean.’

Ann Colthart, Lady Captain at Dalmally Golf Club, is seen here 
accepting, on behalf of the lady members, the Jimmy Donn 

Quaich from Alfie MacKenzie which was presented to them in 
appreciation of the support that the Dalmally Ladies have given 

over many years to Argyll Beats Cardiovascular Disease. 

Visitors to Lochearnhead 
were surprised to find parking 

spaces for a new type of 
vehicle, as yet, not introduced 

into the Scottish Highlands. 
The parking spaces for 

‘mototorcycles’ has been caus-
ing hilarity amongst residents 
and visitors looking for places 

to park. Photo: Ron Allner.

THE GLENORCHY branch 
of the Scottish Women’s Rural 
Institute held its annual dinner 
in April at the Taynuilt Hotel.

Everyone enjoyed the evening 
very much and the meal was 
excellent. The presentation of 
trophies took place after the 
meal to the following people for 

PUPILS, parents and colleagues past and 
present gathered together for an evening 
of memories, performances and anecdotes 
to mark the retirement of Strath of Appin 
Primary School head teacher, Gerry 
Boyle.

Dr Iain McNicol compered the 
evening on May 17, which allowed the 
community to thank and say farewell to 
Mr Boyle, after 31 years in the job. The 
audience was entertained by a mixture 
of music, dance, poetry and tales of 

Mr Boyle’s tenure from friends and 
co-workers, before presentations were 
made on behalf of the local community, 
Argyll and Bute Council and the school 
parent council. Gerry took to the stage 
with some of his own recollections of his 

time in Appin, thanking his staff over the 
years for their support. The evening was 
rounded off with food and refreshments 
and the chance to view the numerous 
photographs from the past 31 years which 
adorned the walls of the hall.

Retired head teacher Gerry Boyle, front centre, with pupils and representatives of the Appin community.

Pupils, parents and colleagues thank head teacher for 31 years

LOCH CRERAN
LOVERS
and moths were invited to a trio 
of free events near Loch Creran 
and the Glassdrum National 
Nature Reserve last weekend.

Alan Martin of Scottish 
Natural Heritage said: ‘Land in 
the area is specially managed 

and bluebells, which are 
favourite food plants of the 

both in bloom and so, weather 
permitting, there’s a good 
chance of spotting this rare and 
beautiful creature in the area.’

Eachann MacRae’s sticker 
design was picked out of 
almost 800 for a national 

campaign. 

NORTH SKYE

RAASAY House has been 

excellence by traveller’s review 
site TripAdvisor. 

The hotel and outdoor activi-
ties centre on Raasay received 
the award for consistently being 
reviewed as ‘outstanding’ by 
visitors on the website. 

Carol Anderson, marketing 
and sales manager at Raasay 
House, said: ‘We provide 
many things to many people 
and it means a great deal to 
our hard working team to get 
such fantastic feedback on our 

you’ to you our lovely guests, 
for taking the time to comment 
about us on TripAdvisor.’ 

RAASAY

Ian and Ann Darby in the grounds of Balinakill in Clachan. 

Couple looked for a two-bedroom 
cottage and ended up with a hotel

Morvern Lines
A GOOD story deserves to be told at least once in a generation 
and to the best of my knowledge this one hasn’t had an airing for 
some time. 

It has to do with an old Highland gamekeeper who hurt his 
back and was sent by his caring employer down to Harley Street 
in London to be seen by a famous orthopaedic surgeon. The 
gamekeeper returned some weeks later restored to good health, 
followed by an enormous hotel bill. Surprised it was so hefty 

your hotel Donald and was the food to your liking?’ he asked, 
‘I did indeed Sir, and I was so grateful to you for sending me 
down there and paying for everything that I decided I would eat 
as simply as I could. So I just had what I would usually have 
at home; lamb, venison, scallops, lobster, prawns, salmon and 
grouse’.

fare is still plentiful on the West Coast, it is beginning to cost as 
much, if not more, than in London’s West End which is saying 
something. With one or two notable exceptions many hotels and 
restaurants in the Highlands and islands are now vying with each 
other to see who can get away with serving the smallest and most 
expensive meals. It is true these colourful creations are a sight to 
behold and would look wonderful if they could be put on display 
in the Tate Modern, but unless the diner happens to be on a diet 
he or she is unlikely to rise from the table feeling in anyway 

 Not long ago two friends ate at one of these establishments. 
The conversation on the way home was not the £100 plus bill 
(which did not include wine) for what they could only describe as 
‘culinary bling’, but what they had in their fridge to make a meal 
with once they got there. 

The oft-told joke about the Aberdonian who went into a so-

the menu in disbelief, he turned to the waitress and said, ‘Dae yae 
hae frag’s legs (do you have frog’s legs)? Aye, well loup into the 
kitchen and sees us a glass a water’. Many hotels and restaurants 
in the Highlands used to be well known for their wholesome, 
honest-to-goodness food at sensible prices. A hundred pounds 
for a slurp and burp will do nothing to keep that reputation going. 
One can only hope the craze for designer food is short-lived.

AT THE start of the Second World War in 1939 the UK Govern-
ment introduced a system of rationing to preserve food stocks. 

To buy most rationed items, each person had to register at their 
local shop and was provided with a ration book containing cou-
pons. Customers had to take ration books with them so coupons 

petrol, followed in 1940 by bacon, butter and sugar and then 
meat, tea, jam, biscuits, breakfast cereals, cheese, eggs, lard, 
milk and canned and dried fruit. Fresh vegetables and fruit were 
not rationed but supplies were limited. Lemons and bananas 
became unobtainable for most of the war; oranges continued 
to be sold but they were kept for children and pregnant women. 
Many people grew their own vegetables.

In May 1942 an order was passed that meals served in hotels 

customer, and must not have more than three courses. At most 

the three. 
Fish was not rationed but increased in price as the war pro-

gressed. The government initially allowed this as it realised that 

catch if they were at risk of enemy attack while at sea. 
As the war went on rationing was extended to clothing. Initially 

the war progressed the points were reduced until buying a coat 
used almost a year’s clothing coupons.

The situation in Morvern was no different to anywhere else 
in the UK. The minimum weekly allowance was four ounces of 
bacon and ham, eight ounces of sugar, two ounces of loose tea, 
one shilling’s worth of meat, one ounce of cheese, two ounces 
of butter, four ounces of margarine, three pints of milk and one 
egg a week. Try measuring and weighing out some of these to 
appreciate how tough life must have been. 

Of course in rural areas where deer, salmon, rabbits and farm 
animals were plentiful and people made their own clothes, the 
situation must have been easier. Few were overweight!

When salmon was available there was little rationing. 
Iain Thornber

iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Portree pupils take part in village spring clean 

MORE than 30 people turned 
out for a public meeting recently 
on Tiree to ask Argyll and Bute 

about independence.
He told the meeting visitors 

from England to Tiree and other 
parts of the country, including 
the many holiday home owners 
and annual holiday makers, 
would not face border controls 
if Scotland voted for independ-
ence.

The claim regarding passport 
controls being set up in and 
around Scotland was described 
by Mr Russell, the minister for 
education in the Scottish Gov-
ernment, as ‘just another scare 
tactic’ by the anti-independence 
group. He told the meeting that 
there were no border controls in 
any European country and said: 
‘There will be none in Scotland 
either although there will be the 
usual passport checks on people 
coming in from outside Europe.’ 

During the meeting Mr 

the economy, health, security, 
pensions, nuclear disarmament, 
the environment and many 
other subjects if Scotland 
becomes independent after the 
vote in September. He came 

two members of the audience 
and referred them to the White 
Paper entitled Scotland’s Future, 
a guide to independence, 
published by the Scottish 
Government in November 
last year, and which is free to 
anyone who wants a copy.  

Mr Russell said: ‘I wish 
everyone would get a copy and 

and answers and makes the case 
for independence.’ 

One local woman who 
attended said : ‘I came along 
tonight to get information 
regarding independence. I 
certainly got a lot of answers to 

away and consider which way 
to vote.’ 

TIREE

PUPILS at Eigg and Muck primary schools spent a 
week learning about the upcoming Commonwealth 
Games. 

As part of the topic, the children at both Small 

schools have now set up blogs to interact with similar 
schools around the world. 

Pupils also studied athletes, their challenges and 
goals and compared the information with their own 
short, medium and long-term ambitions. 

from both schools met at a hostel on Eigg to exchange 
batons and messages of goodwill as well as taking part 
in sports and team building activities. 

ROYAL couple William and 
Kate - or The Earl and Countess 
of Strathearn – savoured the 
delights of a traditional village 
fete in Forteviot, Perth and 
Kinross.

They were welcomed by Lord 
Lieutenant Brigadier Melville 
Jamieson, Lady Georgina Bul-
lough DL and Lord Forteviot, 
the local landlord and grandson 
of John Alexander Dewar 
who rebuilt the village in the 
1920s in the style of an English 
Garden Village. 

The royal couple toured a 
farmers’ market showcasing the 
talents and tastes of Strathearn 
and learned of the role played 
by Dupplin Estate in the 
community.

Prince William was 
introduced to Bill McIntosh 
at the Scottish Gamekeepers’ 
Association stall. Bill has 
worked on Dupplin Estate for 

EGG AND MUCK

STRATHEARN

TWO VETERANS of World 
War II returned to their wartime 
base on Wednesday, May 21, at 
the Combined Operations shore 
base HMS Quebec Loch Fyne, 
now Argyll Caravan Park, near 
Inveraray.

Veterens Ron and Ruth 
Barnwell met on New Year’s 
Eve 1943 while they were both 

gaining the most competition 
points during the year: 1 The 
Croggan Cup - Helen Gibson, 
2 The MacIntyre Salver 
- Kathleen McLennan.

Congratulations to them both. 

GLENORCHY

LOCHEARNHEAD
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INVERARAY

stationed at the base and after 
demob they were married and 
have been together for 67 years.

To celebrate their 90th 
birthdays and 67th  wedding 
anniversary they returned to the 
place where they met.

 Argyll Caravan Park has a 
memorial to those who trained 
at HMS Quebec and at the 
invitation of the Royal British 
Legion Scotland Inveraray 
and District Branch, Ron and 
Ruth kindly agreed to plant 
a Canadian acer tree donated 
by Argyll Caravan Park to 
commemorate their comrades 
in arms.

After a short ceremony by 
Jim McCulloch, retired caravan 
park manager, the tree was 
planted and Patricia Jepson of 
the RBLS presented Ruth with 

To the skirl of a piper playing 
happy birthday, the couple were 
escorted to Skippers Bistro for 
a birthday lunch courtesy of the 
park management. 

the past 33 years. The Royal 
couple then met children from 
Forteviot Primary School and a 
special moment came for Dave 
Dutch who was presented with 
his Royal Highland Agricul-
tural Society of Scotland Long 
Service Medal for 30 years’ 
service on Dupplin Estate.
The Countess also met Marion 
Foster, leader of the Guild of 
Kiltmakers, who presented 
the couple with a traditionally 
made kilt for Prince George in 
Strathearn Muted Tartan.
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Alastair Redman
Conservative & Unionist
Alastair prides himself on being a passionate 
and hardworking local political activist. He 
has taken a real interest in local matters in 
Kintyre & the Isles and is now vice-Chairman 
of his local community council.  Working with 
the local community, Alastair is an integral 
part of the Armed Forces Support Group charity, sending 
morale boosting parcels to our overseas forces.

In addition to running a local small business and sub- Post 
Office on his native Islay, Alastair finds time to be a Director of 
his local recycling charity Re-Jig and cares strongly about the 
local environment.  He was also instrumental in setting up the 
Better Together Islay Facebook page.  Better Together is the 
cross party campaign that promotes the view held by millions 
of Scots: that Scotland is a better and stronger country within 
the UK family of nations.

Kintyre & Islands Ward Co-Coordinator (Conservative)
Tel: 01496 860 264    Email: alastair.redman@hotmail.co.uk

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook
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COUNCILLORS in Argyll and 
Bute had an increase in expenses 
spending in 2013-2014, with an 
average bill of more than £5,060 
per councillor.

The previous year the bill was 
£4,881 per councillor.

Both Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar (Western Isles Council) and 
Highland Council reduced ex-
penses payments to councillors. 

The average cost of a 
councillor’s expenses in High-
land was £3,624.20 and in the 

£4,047.65.
The total cost for each of the 

council areas varied, the highest 

bill in Argyll and Bute was 
£24,023, in The Western Isles 
was £21, 325 and for 80 elected 
members in Highland Council 
the average was £21, 486.52.

The highest expenses bill 
in each of the areas was Nor-
man MacDonald the convenor 
of Western Isles Council 
at £22,056.05, to Highland 
Council’s Linda Munro - the 
children’s champion - who was 
paid £14,594.29 and to Robin 
Currie of Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil, who was paid £18,582.94. 

The lowest expenses payment 
in all three authorities was to 
Inverness councillor Kenneth 
MacLeod who was paid a total of 

£138, for telephone calls. Coun-
cillor MacLeod said: ‘I use my 
feet and my car sometimes - but 
I live in the centre of Inverness 
so I don’t really have many 
expenses.’

In Argyll and Bute Council the 
highest expenses bill was paid to 
Islay councillor Robin Currie. 
The island councillor said it 
was often cheaper to stay on the 
mainland than go home at night 
between meetings. 

Councillor Currie said: ‘There 
might be a way to take it down 
by not claiming for the work I do 
for the council. 

‘But when you live on an island 
it does cost more to travel.’ 

Councillor Currie is a member 
of many council groups and is 
the spokesman for Communities, 
Culture and Strategic Housing. 
He continued: ‘I could sit at 
home and not go to meetings, but 
then I wouldn’t be representing 
the people who elected me. I 
wouldn’t want to be a councillor 
like that.’ 

Nigel Scott of Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar said: ‘It’s not a 
huge amount but when you take 
into account the rising costs of 
products and services it’s good 
that we have been able to cut 
expenditure. Pointed efforts 
have been made to keep costs 
down.’

Increase in 
Argyll and Bute 
councillors’ 
expenses
Colleagues in Highland and 
Western Isles reduce figures

Boundary Commission 
wants fewer councillors
THE NUMBER of councillors 
in Argyll and Bute may be set 
to shrink, following a recom-
mendation.

The proposal from the Local 
Boundary Commission for 
Scotland would see the numbers 
decrease from 36 to 33.

Due to a decreasing number of 
residents in the area the criteria 
for allocating councillors - based 
purely on population - would 

mean a reduction in Argyll and 
Bute councillors to 24.

However, the number of coun-
cillors cannot be reduced by any 
more than 10 per cent in any 
consultation period and therefore 
the maximum the number can be 
reduced by is three.  

Once a decision is reached on 
councillor numbers ward bound-
aries will then be reviewed by 
the commission.

Family charity extends services
A GRANT awarded to a family 
support charity has been hailed as 
a major boost for the population of 
Mull.

Receiving £108,649 from the 
Big Lottery Scotland’s Investing 
in Communities programme, the 
Oban-based Home-Start Lorn 
can now provide care for a greater 
number of families on the island.

Aileen Binner, Home-Start 
manager, said: ‘The funding will 

enable the project to develop and 

isolated and vulnerable families on 
the Isle of Mull, improving family 
relationships, reducing isolation and 

‘When I moved to this area 30 
years ago I would have greatly 

Start. We are open to anyone who 
needs support and friendship while 
their family are young.’

Bob Clarke, Home-Start chair-
man, said: ‘I am particularly 
delighted with this funding as it 
allows us to extend a much-valued 
service on the island of Mull.

Michael Russell MSP for Argyll 
and Bute, said: ‘I was delighted to 
hear Home-Start has secured this 
funding. The network provides an 
invaluable service to communities 
across Mull and its expansion will 
be very welcome.’

Aileen Binner and Bob Clarke from Home-Start Lorn were delighted to receive a cheque from the Big Lottery to 
extend the work on Mull. 15_t23home1

Survey to chart decline of rare species
ONE OF Scotland’s rarest 
birds, found in Islay, will 
be the subject of a national 
survey to see how the 
population is faring after 
years of decline.

In Scotland, choughs are 
only found in a small area 
of the south-west, with 
90 per cent of the birds 
making their home on the 
island.

Long-term monitoring 
has shown that the popula-
tion on Islay has struggled 
in recent years. 

A drop in the survival of 
young birds led to the loss 
of 14 pairs - or 20 per cent 
of the island’s population 
– between 2002 and 2012. 
Researchers are particu-

larly concerned about the 
survival rates of young 

is thought that variations 
in weather and food abun-
dance could be having an 
impact on the survival of 
these sub-adult choughs.

The work on Islay is part 
of a national study to give 
a better picture of how the 
birds are coping across 
the UK. The information 
gathered will help target 
conservation efforts for 
the recovery of the spe-

cies in areas where it is in 
decline. 

RSPB research assistant 
Michal Sur walks up to 
20km a day searching 
Islay’s most remote areas 
for the birds.

He said: ‘The core of the 
population breeds in old 
buildings or farm sheds 
inland but choughs have 
also traditionally nested 
in caves along the coast. 
We have information on 
historical nest sites from 
previous surveys and are 
searching remote coastal 
areas in the north and east 

whether any chough are 
using these inaccessible 
sites.’The chough is one of Scotland’s rarest birds.
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A GROUP of novice rowers has completed 
a gruelling 100-mile row from St Kilda to 
their hometown of Portree, raising almost 
£16,000 for charity. 

After months of training and preparation 
the eight-man group, Row St Kilda, set off 
in their 120-year-old larch skiff at 4am on 
Friday and arrived back to the Isle of Skye 
just 30 hours later, smashing their target of 
between 38-48 hours. 

Team leader Donnie Nicolson said: ‘We 
are delighted to have completed the row in 
such a brilliant time. We are tired, but sheer 
adrenaline and all the support we’ve been 
getting kept us going.’ 

Row St Kilda has raised £15,920.52 so far 
for the Royal National Lifeboat Institution  
(RNLI) and Skye and Lochalsh Young Car-
ers. Mr Nicolson said both were deserving 
of the money for the ‘extraordinary and 

the rowers are crew members of the Portree 
lifeboat, we are fully aware of the enormous 
costs that are needed to keep the RNLI run-
ning. Hopefully we can do our little bit to 
help. Skye and Lochalsh Young Carers is a 
charity most of us were not unaware of until 
the challenge. We hope we can not only raise 
some funds for it, but just as importantly 

Lochaber
Provincial Mod
LOCHABER Provincial Mòd 
begins in Fort William today 
(Thursday) with instrumental 
competitions starting at 6.30pm. 

Oral, solo and choral 
contests will take place all day 
tomorrow in both Fort William 
RC Primary School and St 
Andrew’s Church Hall. 

A prizewinners’ concert 
will be held in the school from 
4-6pm on Friday.

Meanwhile, members of Meur 
Lochabair, the Mòd organising 
committee,  are planning a 
number of fundraising events 
for the 2017 Royal National 
Mòd, to be held in Fort William. 
A target of £30,000 has been set 
by Mòd organisers, An Comunn 
Gaidhealach, to be raised by 
the local committee in the next 
three years.

Catherine MacKinnon of 
Meur Lochabair said: ‘The 
organising committee look 
forward to a fun three years of 
events and activities and it is 
hoped as many members of the 
public as possible will come 
along and enjoy them.’

To submit fundraising ideas 
or join the committee contact 
Linda Campbell via linda@
bosslochaber.co.uk. 

THE FIRST meeting of a 
newly-elected Caol Community 
Council will be held on Monday 
night, June 9.

The village, just outside Fort 
William, has been without a 
public representation group for 
almost 10 years because of insuf-

residents nominated themselves 
as members. Sandy Watson, one 
of the new community council-
lors, said: ‘Our main reason for 
setting it up is the people of Caol 
want a say in what is going on 

Expect delays        
on The Road to    
the Isles 
TRAFFIC on The Road to the 
Isles is expected to be disrupted 
next week as improvement work 
begins in an attempt to reduce 
accidents.

Resurfacing will begin on 
Monday, June 9, on the A830 
Fort William to Mallaig route at 

and is expected to take two 
weeks.

10mph convoy system will be in 
operation on the popular tourist 
route during the £140,000 
improvements, carried out by 
BEAR Scotland on behalf of 
Transport Scotland. 

Eddie Ross, BEAR Scotland’s 
north west unit representative, 
said: ‘The safety of the 
travelling public is paramount. 
Following a recent investigation 
on this section of the road 
we found that a new road 
surface would increase the skid 
resistance for motorists and go 
some way towards reducing the 
accident rate at this location. 

‘Because of the location and 
nature of the works, some 
disruption is to be expected and 
we thank motorists for their 
patience in advance.’

A CAOL man has been ordered 
to carry out 100 hours of unpaid 
work in the community after 
sending text and social media 
messages threatening to murder 
his ex-partner’s male friend. 

Edward Gall, of 9 Camaghael 
Road, sent messages to both his 
former partner and her friend 
including ‘mate I’m going to do 
time in jail for you. I’m going to 

A MOTHER and daughter 
have admitted using an elderly 
friend’s bank card to obtain 
cash and online goods totalling 
£2,500. 

Janice Duncan, 64, and her 27 
year-old daughter Hayley, both 
of 2 Iona Court in Fort William, 
pled guilty in the town’s sheriff 

A POPULAR riding school in 
Lochaber may have to close its 
doors for good after two horses 
caught an infection. 

Ardgour Riding Centre looks 
after 13 animals and provides 
classes to as many as 100 
children, including Pony Club 
members, and has participated 
in the Duke of Edinburgh award 
scheme but its future is hanging 
in the balance following an 
outbreak of strangles, a common 
equine disease affecting the 
respiratory system.

The centre has been temporarily 
closed since the infection was 
discovered in April but owners 
now fear they can’t afford to 
reopen because of the cost of 
quarantine, vaccinations and vet 
bills as well as the loss of income 
from closure.

Ardgour Riding Centre owner 
Claire Cameron said: ‘As soon 
as we discovered the threat we 
closed the centre and separated 
the infected horses. We’ve had 
Glasgow Vet School in doing 
checks. They were really helpful 
and they praised how quickly we 
reacted. We really did everything 
we could. 

‘Realistically I don’t think 

we will be able to open again. 
Nothing has been decided 

business, we’ve only been going 
for three years and it’s all been so 
expensive. The quarantine alone 
cost £10,000. We’ve lost business 
from being closed during high 
season and we haven’t even seen 
the vet bills yet but we know 
they will be expensive. We’re 
really upset about it. Financially 
and emotionally it has been a 
great loss.’ 

Ms Cameron said it was unclear 
what caused the infection, but 
there a number of possible 
explanations. 

She added:  ‘We recently had 
a new horse brought over from 
Ireland but it went through all 
of the appropriate checks before 

wasn’t infected. A quarter of 
horses can be carriers without 
showing any symptoms and 
the infection is passed through 
contact, anything from faeces to 
a sneeze. Stranglers can survive 

Amateur rowers set off on a 100-mile trip to raise £16,000 for charity. 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Horse disease 
leaves centre 
in cash crisis 

for up to eight weeks on clothing 
so it also could have come in 
from a person. We just don’t 
know what it could have been.

‘I’ve had some really horrible 
phone calls and things said 
about me. I’ve been accused of 
spreading disease throughout 
the area and all sorts of horrible 
things - I just want people to 
know that I did everything I 
could and quarantined the horses 
as soon as I found out.’ 

Mandy Watson from Fort 
William keeps her pony at the 
centre and praised Ms Cameron 
for her efforts. 

She said: ‘My daughter’s pony 
has been at Ardgour for the last 
two years and Claire couldn’t 
have done more for us. It’s the 
children who will suffer because 
they all love the Pony Club and 
none of the other riding schools 
in the area are willing to take it 
on. 

‘As soon as Claire found out 
she did everything she could to 
stop the infection spreading and 
let everyone know straight away.
When I was bringing my pony 
back to Fort William people 
were phoning local landowners 
and telling them not to let me 
keep my pony there because 
of the infection. It’s just so 
cruel because Claire has done 
everything she can and I have all 
the documentation to prove my 
animal isn’t infected. 

‘I want to thank Claire and her 
daughter Amber for the level of 
hard work they put into the riding 
club, protecting the animals and 
all of the fun they offered to all 
the children.’ 

court to using the 86-year-old 
man’s debit card to withdraw 
£400 from an ATM over a 
number of occasions throughout 
2012 and to order products 
online worth almost £2,100. 

Sheriff Richard Davidson 
deferred sentencing last 
Wednesday until June 24 for 

a social work report and said 
he was seriously considering a 
custodial sentence. 

He added: ‘This is the lowest 
of the low. This is the worst type 
of abuse imaginable.’ 

A spokeswoman from Age 
Scotland, a charity which 
aims to improve the lives of 

the elderly, said: ‘Incidences 
like these highlight why it is 
so vital that we encourage 
those experiencing elder abuse 
to seek help.  However, some 
people may not know where to 
turn to, especially if the person 
responsible is a friend, relative 
or carer.’

stab you to death,’ and ‘tell him 
he’s getting a baseball bat round 
his head,’ Fort William Sheriff 
Court heard last Tuesday. 

The 31-year-old had pled guilty 
at a previous hearing to send-
ing messages of an offensive, 
obscene and indecent nature on 
May 4. 

He also admitted appearing at 
his ex-partner’s home the previ-

ous night, shouting, swearing, 
making threats and refusing to 
leave when asked to do so. 

Fiscal depute Eilidh Robertson 
told the court Gall had been in a 
relationship with the complainer 
until June last year. 

His defence solicitor told the 
court the couple had been to-
gether for four and a half years. 
He reacted badly when they split 

up but thought he was over her, 
he added.

Sheriff Richard Davidson said: 
‘He was still smarting from 
rejection by this woman and was 
trying to exercise some kind of 
control by trying to frighten her 
and her new companion. You 
have to get the message loud and 
clear that your ex-partner is just 
that, an ex.’ 

Novice rowers push the boat out for charity

Fort William mother and daughter admit 
spending £2,500 using elderly friend’s card  

Caol man sent threats to ex-partner’s male friend
in Caol. There’s a lot of interest 
in the new group. A lot of people 
have said although they’re not 
members of the council they 
would still like to come along as 
members of the public.’

Caol and Mallaig Highland 
councillor Allan Henderson said: 
‘This new community council 
gives me particular pleasure as 
this is a young group engaging 
in the important role of serving 
the community they live in.’ 

The meeting will be held at 7pm 
in Caol Community Centre.

First meeting of community council

Ardgour riding school faces 
struggle for future survival
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

Reader Mark Gowdie submitted this week’s flashback photograph which shows Benderloch shop in 1974. Prints or emails must 
be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing prints returned must supply a stamped 

addressed envelope.

Benderloch shop - 1974

Clarification
IN LAST week’s story, the contractor for the housing scheme 
at Dunbeg is TSL Contractors Limited, not Tobermory Sandpit 
Limited (TSL).

Costa Coffee 
debate
Sir,
I read with absolute incredulity 
in last week’s Oban Times of 
Oban Community Council’s 
decision to object to Costa 
Coffee’s plans to open in Station 
Square ‘for fear that other 
national companies will come to 
the town’.

Fear? Is the community council 
completely xenophobic or just 
plain blinkered? 

Do they not believe in 
competition and have they 
never heard of the word 
‘demographic’?

The coffee shops that currently 
trade nearby suit their own 
demographic, catering for them, 
in both senses, perfectly. 

Costa would not be affecting 
this status quo but rather, create 
a new dynamic in that area of 
town. 

Should I wish to enjoy a 
leisurely coffee whilst waiting 
for the boat, I am more than 
catered for in established coffee 
shops.  

But if I’m looking for a quick 
coffee ‘to go’ without having to 
resort to a machine, then Costa 

Oban Community Council 
should be pleased national 
companies deem Oban to be 
a town worth developing and 
should be welcoming such 
approaches with open arms.  I 
look forward to more nationals 
coming our way to complement 
our private traders and make 
Oban the thriving town it 
deserves to be.
Steve Willis, Gruline, Mull.

‘Back road’      
traffic chaos 
Sir,
What chaos was caused when 

round the back road following 
the road being shut following an 
accident.

Average journey time three 
hours plus. What was worse 

lights stuck in the middle of it 
all.

Surely there must be a back- up 
plan? Perhaps a one-way system 
for Glencruitten to Connel for 

one way system from Taynuilt 

town. 
This would work but would 

need four people to control it, 
one at Kilmore, one at Taynuilt, 
one at Connel and one at 
Glencruitten. 

Bill Harvey.

Disappointed over 
elected members’ 
comments
Sir,
The community of Dalavich 
is delighted Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Planning 
and Protective Services and 
Licensing Committee has turned 
down the application for a wind 
farm at Ardchonnel.

We are, however, disappointed 
at some of the comments made 
by elected members. 

We thought they were 
condescending and dismissive of 
Dalavich’s position, in particular 
Councillor McCuish’s comments 

of Ardchonnel Farm is the only 
way to keep Scotland from 
becoming ‘Brigadoon’.

It is disappointing he failed 
to recognise Dalavich has 

an exclusively forestry village 
to a sustainable community of 
tourism-related businesses.

We took his comments to 

of Ardchonnel Farm was more 
important than the sustainability 

Dalavich village.
It is worth noting the majority 

of elected members only refused 
this application because they had 
no choice given the current wind 
farm policies and Scottish wind 
farm guidelines.

The Dalavich community 
is 100 per cent in support of 
green energy, in fact we are in 
the process of setting up our 
own hydro scheme and we are 
already surrounded by three 
fully functional wind farms. 
The cumulative effect of this 
fourth wind farm to this area 
would constitute oversaturation 
to the detriment of this small 
community.

When will these councillors 
realise ‘enough is enough’ and 
listen to their constituents who 
elected them.

Irene McClounnan.

Wind farm
warning
Sir,
Wind farms will eventually 
seriously harm the tourism 
industry as they multiply 
throughout Scotland. 

It is easy for Holyrood-
sponsored tourism bodies today 
to say only 30 per cent of tourists 
would not come back because of 
wind farms. If they carry out 
their surveys again in a few 
year’s time, the results will be 
very different, but of course 
by then it will be too late to do 
anything about it. 

However, most people in the 
UK do not realise that the cost 
of the massive subsidies needed 
to create wind farms is added 
directly to their electricity bill. 
It’s a separate new tax solely 
to support ‘renewables’ so that 
every time you switch on a 
light, or boil a kettle, a charge is 
directly added to your electricity 
bill. That’s why governments 
love them, the subsidies are not 
coming out of the Exchequer. 

wind farm owners can offer 
local communities huge ‘bribes’ 
to not object to the planning 
application and that is what 
Mr O’Hagan and the people of 
Inveraray are after.

They already receive monies 
from the An Suidhe wind farm  
which, incidentally, they cannot 
see, so no problem there then.

Onshore wind farm subsidies 
double the wholesale price of 
electricity. Offshore wind farms 
will more than treble the price of 
factory gate electricity. 

Can I ask the people in Inveraray, 
why should a pensioner down in 
Bournemouth, or a young couple 
just getting on to the housing 
ladder in Glasgow or a hard 
working crofter up in Lewis, 
pay for upgrades to Inveraray? 
We all already pay Council 
Tax directly for that purpose 
plus, of course, there are all the 
extra supplements received from 
central government. 
Malcolm Kirk, Craobh 
Haven.

Poor broadband   
in Argyll 
Sir,
You are correct to note in your 
front page article, May 22, 
that there are continued poor 
broadband services in Argyll. 

There is reliable documented 
evidence to support this. 

Ofcom, the UK 
telecommunications watchdog, 
regularly publishes data on 
broadband speeds. Recent 
Ofcom data shows the UK 
average download speed is a 
healthy 14.7 Mbits per second 
compared to an average speed 
of only 6.4 Mbits for the whole 
of Argyll. 

The performance for Argyll 
is even slower than the Ofcom 
published average speed of 

8.8 Mbits for UK rural areas.
Coming closer to a home 
example, reported speeds for 
Appin are an average 3.9 Mbits 
per second, which is worse still. 

This is according to a recent 
survey of Appin and Lismore 
community broadband users, 
the results of which were 
published in a community report 
earlier this year. The survey 
showed download speeds in 
Appin ranging from 0.32 Mbit 
per second upwards to seven 
Mbits per second.  The critical 
threshold below which the 
service is generally considered 
effectively unusable is two Mbits 
per second. 

Of the Appin broadband 
subscribers included in the 
survey, 35 per cent reported 
speeds below this usable level.

broadband users should contact 
their internet service provider 
is ducking the issue. BT is 
accountable for the performance 
of its network. The data clearly 

the Argyll population are still 
not being adequately served by 
what is now an essential utility. 
BT does have a copy of the 
Appin survey report.

Bob Cornish, Appin.

Poor connection
Sir,
Regards ‘Broadband complaints 
unfounded, say BT’, The Oban 
Times, May 22.

You can add Lochgair to 
your list of places with poor 
connections. 

I have given up trying to 
complain to my service provider 
BT. If you know a way to speak 
to BT without going through a 
call centre who want you to go 
through a performance as though 
it’s your equipment that’s the 
problem and do not accept it’s 
their service that’s at fault, could 
you please let me know. 

Duncan Campbell, Lochside.

Mull campervan 
concern
Sir,
We have visited my brother, who 
lives near Dervaig on the isle 
of Mull, many times over the 
years.

During our last visit, I took 
note of the increased number of 
campervans and large multi-seat 
vans visitors were driving. 

This gives rise to the likely 
problem of them blocking the 
single track roads. I saw two 
driving in convoy.

It seems likely most of the 
drivers have these vehicles on 
rental and display poor driving 
skills when trying to pass other 
vehicles. 

I think they are alright going 
forward but when it comes to 
reverse, they haven’t got a clue.

A side issue is the overall state 
of the road surfaces has steadily 
deteriorated and with heavier 
vehicles visiting the island of 
Mull it is going to cost a whole 
lot more just to keep the roads 
usable for local people.

These two things caused us to 
cancel a drive to Bunessan at the 
other end of the island.
Paul Pinnington, Wallasey, 
Wirral.

Oban road works 
- a job well done
Sir,
I am the owner of a guest house 
in Dunollie Road, Oban, and I 
would like to say how happy I 
am with the newly resurfaced 
road.

It makes a huge difference to 
the entrance to the town.

We have lived so long with 
lorries and large vehicles 
hurtling and clattering over the 
the large pot holes and now we 
and our guests can sleep easier 

I would like to thank Councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre for pushing 
to get the road done before the 
season really gets underway.

I would also like to mention 
the road workers who worked 
so hard and tirelessly through 
the night and as a team, got 
the job done without too much 
inconvenience.

Well done and thank you!
Name and address supplied.

Election thanks
Sir,
I am writing to thank all those 
who voted for me in the recent 
by-election for a seat to represent 
Oban South and the Isles on 
Argyll and Bute Council.

votes which gave me a sound 
third place. It was clear from a 
breakdown of the voting that I 
polled well on Mull, Iona and 
the other islands, but those votes 
were just not enough to overtake 
the strength in Oban of the two 
leading candidates.

I really enjoyed the campaign, 
which I based strongly on local 
issues. People responded to 
that and issues kept coming 
throughout the campaign. 
Although I did not get elected as 
your councillor, I will continue 
to campaign on those issues I 
think I can do something about.

As well as thanking those who 
voted for me, I congratulate the 
winner, Neil Macintyre, and 
wish him well representing our 
interests on the council. 

I should also like to thank our 
MP Alan Reid and his election 
team who gave me such great 
support, my fellow candidates 
who did so much to make the 
election interesting and exciting 
and last but not least returning 

and all those polling clerks who 
did such a long stint at the polling 
stations. Well done everyone.

David Pollard, LibDem 
candidate, Oban South by-
election.

UK old because    
it’s successful
Sir,
I was very happy to attend the 
recent Yes meeting here on Islay 
where the separatists gave public 
spending levels, green energy, 
Scotland’s universities and our 
NHS as some of the reasons 
to break up our 300 year old 
union. 

I, like the majority of Scots, 
feel that the above reasons are 
the exact reason why we should 
stay together.   

In Scotland we have received 
£1,200 more per person in public 
spending than the UK average. 
Most of this extra money is 
spent by the Scottish Parliament 
on priorities we decide like the 
NHS or our schools.

With more universities in 
the world’s top 200 per head 
of population than any other 
country on the planet Scotland’s 
universities are thriving as part 
of the UK. 

Our scientists and inventors 
are backed by investment from 
the rest of the UK.

Scotland has massive green 
energy potential. Today the 
cost of subsidising our various 
green projects is shared across 
the energy bills of 26 million 
households. If the cost of this 
had to be paid for just by 2.4 
million Scottish energy bills we 
would have to choose between 
green jobs or much higher 
energy bills.

We make decisions here in the 
Scottish Parliament about our 

cost-free, hassle-free access to 
the lifesaving treatment we need 
anywhere in the UK NHS. 

The UK isn’t successful 
because it’s old; it’s old because 
it’s successful.
Alastair Redman, Islay.

Glasgow Singing 
Workshops
IN THIS, its 19th year, the 
West End Festival once again 
acknowledges the role the 
Gaels have played in the area 
over the year. 

One of the activities is 
Gaelic Singing Workshops 
funded by Enterprise 
Music Scotland and Creative 
Scotland. These will be held in 
the Dram, 232-246 Woodlands 
Road, G3 6ND, and will be 
delivered by highly acclaimed 
Gaelic singers and tradition 
bearers on a variety of 
subjects and song types with 
the stories which accompany 
them.  

This coming Tuesday, June 
10, Kathleen MacInnes and 
Sineag MacIntyre will be 
in charge and then, on the 
following Tuesday, Rona 
Lightfoot will feature waulk-
ing songs, Canntaireachd and 
love songs.  

Appropriately, as we 
remember all those who lost 
their lives in the Great War 
100 years ago, Gillebride 
MacMillan will have war 
songs as his topic. Each event 
starts at 7pm and will cost £4 
or £2 concession. 

Bookbug session
THE WEST End Festival 
caters for all ages, as 
illustrated by the Bookbug 
session to take place in 
Scotstoun Community Centre, 
64 Balmoral Street, at 1pm on 
Saturday June 7.  

This will be an opportunity 
for children under three years 
of age and their parents to 
discover how easy the Gaelic 
language can be learned from 
a vast array of resources in a 
fun and informal way.  

Booking is essential for 
this event which has been 
organised in collaboration 
with Bord na Gaidhlig and 
Comhairle nan Leabhrai-
chean. To book, or for further 
information, contact Linda 
MacLeod, telephone 0141 341 
1025 or linda@anlochran.
com. 

Glasgow Mela
GLASGOW’S biggest 
community event, the famous 
West End Festival Mardi Gras 
Parade with 500 costumed 
participants, six bands, 60 
craft and specialist stalls 
and more, will take place on 
Sunday June 8 from noon 
until 7pm.  

The route of the procession 
will be from Botanic Gardens 
down Byres Road, along 
Dumbarton Road ending at 
Kelvingrove Art Galleries.

The Shetland Bus
THE STORY of the 
Shetland Bus is based on the 
clandestine operation linking 
Shetland with Norway from 
1941 until the end of the war 
in 1945.  

Crossing the North Sea at 
night with no lights while 
running the risk of being shot 
at by German planes or boats 
or even being captured having 

coast, can hardly be imagined 
today. 

But the story will be told 

with accompanying music 
from Shetland sisters Jenna 
and Bethany Reid on Saturday 
June 7 in St Silas Church at 
8pm.  

Glasgow Phoenix 
Choir
GLASGOW Phoenix Choir 
will be busy during the 
weekend of Friday June 13 to 
Sunday June 15.

be on Friday in Moncrieff 
Parish Church, East Kilbride, 
at 7.30pm. The following 
evening they will host a 
special Festival of Song 
- massed choirs in conjunction 
with Govan Weaver’s Society 
in Govan Old Parish Church 
at 7.45pm. Also appearing will 
be Dingwall Gaelic Choir, 
Govan Gaelic Choir and 
the Govan Schools Massed 
Choir and the concert will 
be preceded by a reception 
in Pearce Institute at 7pm 
where pre-concert wine will 
be served as part of the ticket 
cost of £10 stalls, £12 balcony.  

Proceeds from the evening 
will go to Govan Schools 
Piping Association.  

St Columba’s Church in 
Largs at 2.30pm on Sunday, 
when they will again be joined 
by Dingwall Gaelic Choir, 
will bring this choral weekend 
to a close.

Congratulations
WHY DO families never 
make life easy? 

On a day when one son 
was playing shinty for Skye 
in Bute his elder brother 
was lending his support in a 
maternity ward!  

Decisions, decisions but 
a perfect result in the end.  
Megan was born in the early 
evening so congratulations 
to Fraser and Jennifer and 
we were able to watch Skye 
winning their Camanachd Cup 
tie on a beautiful Saturday 
afternoon.   

Diary dates
Friday June 6: Glasgow Skye 
Association Social, Redhurst 
Hotel, Giffnock, 7.30pm.
Saturday June 7: The 
Shetland Bus - see above.  
Themed Gaelic Bookbug 
Session - see above.
Sunday June 8: The Glasgow 
Mela - see above. Big Hymn 
Sing, Glasgow University 
Chapel, 7.30pm.
Tuesday June 10: Live at 
the Star, Admiral Bar, 72a 
Waterloo Street, 8pm - Rod 
Clements. Gaelic Singing  
Workshop - see above.
Thursday June 12: Eddi 
Reader, Oran Mor, doors open 
7pm.
Friday June 13 to Sunday 
June 15: Glasgow Phoenix 
Choir - see above.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Islay Inn this 
weekend will be provided 
by Last Waltz on Friday and 
Ragaels on Saturday while 
in the Park Bar it will be 
Monach Isles on Friday, Clem 
MacKenzie/ Willie Cameron 
on Saturday and Nicky 
McMichan on Sunday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

LEIS a’ Mhòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail  a’ gabhail àite ann an Inbhir 
Nis eadar an 10 agus 17 den Dàmhair am bliadhna, cha bhi e 
na annas gum bheil sgioba ag obair gu math trang gus cùisean 
ullachadh. 

Tha gach Mòd soirbheachail a’ cur dùbhlan fa chomhair 
luchd-deasachaidh an fhir a tha a’ tighinn às a dhèidh gus 
feuchainn ris an aon ìre a ruigheachd, gun fhiochas air rudeigin 
nas fheàrr a dhèanamh! Sin mar a tha cùisean dhuinn anns 
a’ Chomataidh Deasachaidh Ionadail cuideachd is toradh 
saothrach luchd-deasachaidh Mhòd Phàislig 2013, agus 
aoigheachd bhlàth na sgìre, ann an cuimhne na thadhail air a’ 
Mhòd an sin.

Tuigidh sibh gum bheil cuirm den t-seòrsa seo glè chosgail 
agus mar a bhiodh dùil, tha uallach air a’ Chomataidh Ionadail 
cuibhreann den ionmhas sin a thogail agus tha innleachdan de 
gach seòrsa gan cleachdadh gus sin a dhèanamh. Gu h-ion-
gantach, chan eil oidhcheannan cèilidh den t-seann seòrsa idir 
cho soirbheachail an-diugh is a bha iad. Ged a nochdas grunnd 
mhath gu leithid sin ann an cuid de sgìrean fhathast chan 
eil e idir soirbh na Gàidheil a thàladh a-mach ann an Inbhir 
Nis, agus chan eil sinn a’ tuigsinn carson a tha sin mar sin. 
Caochladh thursan tro na beagan bhliadhnaichean a chaidh, tha 
seinneadairean agus còmhlain-ciùil ainmeil air a bhith air am 
fastadh ach cha do shoirbhich leis na cuirmean, agus leis nach 
urrainn dha buidhnean a bhith a’ call airgead, tha cèilidhean 
den t-seann seòrsa air fàs gu math tearc an Inbhir Nis. Ach bho 
chionn dà mhìos air ais thachair cuirm shònraichte a dhearbh 
às ùr nach e a-mhàin gum bheil daoine deònach tighinn a-mach 
ma tha rudeigin tarraingeach ga thairgsinn, ach gum bheil iad 
cuideachd deònach astair mhòra a shiubhal a dh’èisteachd.

Dè thug a-mach iad an oidhch’ ud? Thug Fleasgaich nan 
Loch! Ged a chùm dìth slàinte Aonghas MacMhaoilein às gu 
mì-fhortanach, bha Donaidh MacAonghais agus Seonaidh 
Beag ann agus an deagh shunnd. Bha cuideachd an còmhlan 
ùr Marloch a’ cluiche agus abair gum bheil iadsan math! Le 
Calum Ailig mac Sheonaidh agus Iain mac Dhonaidh mar dhà 
thrian den chòmhlan, cha mhòr nach fhaodaiste Lochies a 
thoirt air a’ chòmhlan seo cuideachd! Ach tha am fìdhlear Colla 
Dòmhnallach bhon Eilean Sgitheanach a’ toirt farsaingeachd 
cultarach (!) dha Marloch agus nam bheachd-sa cluinnear 
mòran bhuapa seo fhathast! Shiubhail daoine às na h-eileanan, 
bho chinn a deas is tuath thìr-mòr, agus thàinig feadhainn à 
Obair Dheathain! Bha làn-fhiach an saothrach aca gu deimhin-
nte agus chuidich a’ chuirm le maoin a’ Mhòid cuideachd!  
Feuch nach caill sibhse an ath tè!

JUST over two months ago, veteran Gaelic group The Lochies 
entertained an appreciative packed venue in Inverness. 

This Royal National Mod 2014 fundraiser attracted an 

for special events. Talented new band Marloch shared the pro-
gramme with The Lochies and the general audience enthusiasm 
for a repeat event is testament to the evening’s success. 

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Road deaths bring perspective
THIS week criticism has been aimed at the authorities for the 

cut off the town for eight hours in the wake of last Friday’s tragic 
fatal road crash.

The police have acknowledged that a workable emergency plan 

out of the town. 
However, no matter how frustrated we may feel about our 

severely disrupted travel plans, we may want to spare a thought 
for the poor families affected by such crashes. These terrible 
incidents, which have become far too common on our roads, give 
stark perspective to other people’s comparable inconveniences.
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Always serving Scotland
Record performance, great value
Scottish Water is always serving Scotland, providing vital services essential 
to daily life. We provide high quality drinking water for 2.4 million households
and 159,000 business premises across Scotland and we treat their waste 
water before returning it safely to the environment.

We are delivering one of the largest
investment programmes in the UK
water industry during 2010-15
delivering the benefits Scotland
needs while supporting thousands
of construction jobs.

The quality of our drinking water is
at an all-time high and we continue
to deliver value for our customers. 
In 2014/15, the average household
charge in Scotland continues to be
£54 lower than the average charge
in England and Wales.

Now we want to know what you
think. We are holding a Public
Meeting to discuss our performance
and our plans for the future in

Argyll & Bute and would very 
much like to have the opportunity to
meet you. Much of the meeting will
be an open question and answer
session so we look forward to
hearing your views.

Venue: Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 
Breadalbane Street, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 5NZ

Date: Wednesday 18 June 2014 

Time: 5.30pm refreshments and 
informal discussion for 
6pm start

Please confirm your attendance
online at:
www.scottishwater.co.uk/consult
or by calling 01383 848 272.

Questions can be submitted in
advance when you confirm your
attendance.

WORK has begun on two new 
schools in the Fort William 
area. 

The start of construction on 
the joint Fort William and Upper 
Achintore building and the new 
dedicated Gaelic school in Caol 
was marked by turf-cutting 
ceremonies at both sites.

Both schools are expected to 
be completed before the start of 
the school year in 2015 and have 
been called ‘key milestones’ by 
Highland Council’s chairman 
of education, children and adult 
services committee, Alasdair 
Christie.

Teachers and pupils from 
Fort William and Upper 
Achintore primary schools met 
with Highland councillors at 
Lundavra Road on Thursday 
morning, where work on the 
new combined school building 
is now underway. Objectors to 

A FORMER Lochaber 
surgeon was honoured with 
an award for outstanding 
service to the community 
by Fort William Community 
Council. 

David Sedgwick was 
presented with the group’s 

award in the town’s council 
chambers last Friday. 

The title goes to 
someone who has provided 
outstanding personal service 
to the community or whose 
service has made a special 
contribution to the wellbeing 
of Fort William and the 
wider area and community 
council chairman Neil Clark 
presented Dr Sedgwick 
with a painting to mark the 
honour. Members chose Dr 

award ‘in recognition of 
his long and distinguished 
service to the population of 
Lochaber’.

Chairman Neil Clark 

criteria - he has provided 
outstanding personal service 
through his treatments and 
operations at the Belford 

[Hospital] over the years 
and is involved in youth and 
church work. 

‘He was hugely involved 
in stopping the closure of 
the Belford and is extremely 
well known and liked in the 
community.’

Prior to his retirement in 
January, Dr Sedgwick spent 
21 years as Belford Hospital’s 
consultant surgeon and led 

save the Belford from being 
downgraded to a community 
day hospital as well as 
introducing keyhole surgery 
to the hospital. 

He said: ‘It’s a real honour 
to have received this award; 
there are many worthy 
recipients. It has been 
a pleasure to work with 
the team at the Belford , 
GPs, mountain rescue and 
ambulance staff and I feel 
that it’s really a recognition 
of the whole team’s work 
and I’m proud to have 
played a part of it. I also 
have a long-suffering wife 
and six children who have 
contributed by helping me to 
do the work that I do.’

Man’s single 
punch inflicted 
significant injuries 
on victim
A SINGLE punch in a High 
Street bar caused a man to fall 

three of his teeth and fracturing 
his nose, Fort William Sheriff 
Court has heard.

Stuart Cameron, of 8 Hillview 
Drive, Corpach, hit a man after 
an argument in the toilets of the 
Volunteer Arms on December 
21 last year, the court heard last 
Tuesday. 

The 27-year-old had pled 
guilty at a previous hearing 
and defence solicitor Hamish 
Melrose said the victim had 
started an argument with 
Cameron’s friend in the toilet 
and was making threats on the 
way up the stairs to the bar.

He added: ‘Some comment 
was made by the complainer, 
it was along the lines of ‘better 
watch your back’. 

‘That’s when he struck the 
complainer causing him to fall 
down the steps.’

Sheriff Richard Davidson told 
Cameron it was lucky the victim 
was not more seriously injured. 

He added: ‘These are 

not life-threatening. It is not 
acceptable no matter what the 
circumstances.’ 

Sentencing was deferred until 
June 24 for a social inquiry 
report. 

Sheriff advises 
teenager to seek 
legal advice
A TEENAGER was told to seek 
legal advice after he admitted 
causing a breach of the peace in 
Belford Hospital, Fort William. 

Ryan Murphy, of 26 Ross 
Place, Fort William, appeared 
unrepresented in the town’s 
Sheriff Court last Tuesday 
and pled guilty to shouting, 
swearing, demanding attention 
from staff and behaving in a 
disorderly manner on February 
10. 

Sheriff Richard Davidson told 
the 19-year-old: ‘I take a very 
dim view on people disrupting 
hospital staff. 

seek legal advice because this 
is a serious matter and I am not 
ruling out prison.’ 

Sentence was deferred until 
June 24.

the plan also turned out to voice 
their concerns. 

Councillor Thomas 
MacLennan, leader of Lochaber 
Area Committee, said: ‘This 
is a great step forward for 
Fort William and Lochaber 
- in addition to building these 
excellent new schools, the 
council will ensure that the new 
buildings act as local hubs with 
as much access as possible for 
the community.’

In the afternoon a similar 
event was held at the Ardgour 
Road building which all Gaelic-
medium pupils in Fort William 
will move to in August next 
year.

Chairman of Highland 
Council’s Gaelic Implementation 

Councillor Hamish Fraser, chairman of the Gaelic Implementation Group, turns the first soil to signify the start of work on the new 
Gaelic school at Caol.

By EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Finn Forsyth and Abbie Mitchell, future pupils of the new Fort William school help Gary Holmes, 
left, of Graham construction and councillor Thomas MacLennan. 20_f23schools01

Building work starts on new Fort 
schools but objectors still unhappy

Group, councillor Hamish 
Fraser, said: ‘This is another 
great achievement for Highland 
Council’s development of Gaelic 
education. 

‘The new Gaelic school in Fort 
William will further expand the 
Council’s commitment to the 
Gaelic language in a key area of 
the Highlands.’

But it was not all smiles at 
the Lundavra Road site as the 
owners of three adjacent houses 
turned out to object to the build.  

main concern is the height of the 
school. 

‘We were told at the start of 
planning the building would 
be single storey, it’s now going 
to be three storeys and will 
overshadow our house. We’re 
worried about the daylight being 
taken away from our home. 

‘We’re also losing our view 

over the loch. When we 
mentioned that to the council we 
were told ‘you’ll be able to watch 
the children playing badminton 
from your living room’, but the 
issue is they will also be able to 
see us. Where the badminton 
court will be, kids will be able 
to see into our living room, 
bedroom and bathroom.’ 

Mr and Mrs Robertson also 
objected to the design of the 
school. 

Shona Robertson said: ‘It’s in 
such a beautiful location but it’s 
dark and drab. It looks like an 
industrial distillery.’ 

Council’s senior education 

and Lochaber, listened to the 
complaints and promised to set 
up a meeting between the group 

concerns.

Dr David Sedgwick and his wife Frances were given a 
painting to mark the first Fort William Citizen of the Year 

award. 

A FORT William medical centre has won a 
national award for commitment in providing 
quality care to patients.

Tweeddale Medical Practice was chosen by 
the Royal College of General Practitioners 
(RCGP) for the Quality Practice Award for the 

Dr James Douglas, GP at Tweedale, said: 
‘We are all absolutely delighted to have picked 
up a QPA for the second time. There is a huge 
amount of effort from all of the staff within the 
practice that goes into collecting such an award 
and it highlights how we have continued to 
demonstrate extremely high standards here in 
Tweeddale.’

Medical centre 
wins quality award

Former Lochaber 

POLICE are appealing for information about an alleged 
assault in Fort William in the early hours of Monday 
morning (June 2). 

Upper Achintore, at around 1.30am and one man sustained 
leg injuries.

Any witnesses who may have heard a disturbance or saw 

the anonymous Crimestoppers line on 0800 555111.  

Police witness appeal
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FREE EVENT LISTING

THURSDAY JUNE 5
Ramblers Association guided walk, Altnafeadh to Kinlochleven, Glen Coe

FRIDAY JUNE 6
Clan Donald Classical Piping Competition, Armadale, Skye, 7.30pm

SATURDAY JUNE 7
Royal Voluntary Service Coffee Morning,  Oban Congregational Church Hall, 10.30am
Road to the Isles Agricultural Show, Camusdarach, Arisaig, Judging from 10.30am
Dunbeg Family Fun Day, Dunbeg Primary School, 11am
Oban Paddleboard Club Demo Day, Ganavan Sands, 1-5pm
Charities Day, Oban Station Square, Parade at 1pm

SUNDAY JUNE 8
Craft Fayre, Every Sunday, Creagan Inn, Appin, 12-5pm
Ramblers Association guided walk, Beinn Duirinnis, Bonawe
Whale Week, Tobermory, Isle of Mull, until 15th June

THURSDAY 12TH JUNE
Ramblers Association guided walk, Sgurr nan Eugallt, Kinloch Hourn
Coffee Morning, St John’s Cathedral, Oban, 11am
Ralf Roeder at Markie Dans, Oban, 9.30pm

FRIDAY 13TH JUNE
Snow White and the seven dwarves, Corran Halls, 7.30pm

SATURDAY 14TH JUNE
Ramblers Association guided walk, Loch Morar and Loch Nevis, Mallaig
Snow White and the seven dwarves, Corran Halls, 7.30pm

SUNDAY 15TH JUNE 
Classic car show, Bridge of Awe, All day
Father’s Day Beef & Beer BBQ at Creagan Inn, Appin, from 12noon
Father’s Day Charity Victorian Afternoon Tea, Corran Halls, 12-4pm

THURSDAY 19TH JUNE
Ramblers Association guided walk, Meall an Damhain, Loch Sunart

Email details of your event to
whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

There  is something of a uni-
versal  club if you understand 
whisky.
It is something of a cult: each 
single malt, determined by its 
maturity, location or history, 
and seen as a Holy Grail.
Followers are each looking for 
the perfect single malt; be it the 
rarest, the downright unusual 
(but not gimmicky), the most 
expensive.
It is the 21st Century Oil of 
Scotland.

in Judith Archibald’s house in 
Abbotsgrange Road, Grange-
mouth. I was eight or nine and 
still believed in Santa. I was 
drunk on the very breath of it.
Judith, it seems, only pretended 
to knock one back. She told 
on me almost immediately. I 
remember feeling very small 
and whirlpooly in a world of 

coloured tights.
Well into the night I had a head 
ache.
My dad asked, ‘have you had 
alcohol’, I denied it. I have been 
denying having hangovers ever 
since.
It is not very Presbyterian to be 
suffering with the drink.

of whisky was an Ardmore that 
I turned to one Christmas Day. 
It was bought by my brother, 
who was not aware of my reso-
lution. I assume he would have 
tried to stop me had he known. 
I don’t take whisky seriously 
enough, it seems.
The bottle tells me that the Ar-
dmore is from Aberdeenshire. 
It also tells me it is a rarity as 
it’s maturation processes it is 
peated.
 I look at its colour. It is dark 
golden, it smells peaty like the JR Fergusson

Ardmore
Traditional Cask

46 ABV
Approximately £28

also smells a little sweet.
For me, sweetness makes it 
less hard core.
At this point I look to my partner 
to say ‘Slainte’.
‘What do you think?’ 
‘I’ve not tasted it.’
With all eyes upon me I sip the 
Ardmore, slowly.
Whisky courses through your 
body, doesn’t it? Touching your 

your chest your gut and gullet 
before it careers back up the 
body to tingle lips, into your 
sinus and the fumes then 
invade your temple cortex. This 
is whisky, the beautiful drink. I 
think, about my response to it.
Immediately my partner asks: 
‘well what do you think?’
I have no idea what I think, 
I have nothing to compare it 
with.
I try, ‘it is warm and tastes 
peaty’, although we know I 
cheated and had read that on 
the label of the bottle. 
But Ardmore Traditional Cask 
was a great start to the world 
of whisky.

PHOTOGRAPHS featuring 
the Highlands and Western 
Isles from the 19th Century 
are due to be published later 
this month.

Fascinating images taken 
by a ‘gentleman photogra-
pher’ as he travelled across 
Scotland in the late 19th 
Century are featured in 
a new paperback edition 
published by the Royal 
Commission on the Ancient 
and Historical Monuments 
of Scotland (RCAHMS).

‘Wanderings with a 
Camera in Scotland’, 
features more than 170 im-
ages taken by Dunfermline 
linen manufacturer and 
wealthy merchant, Erskine 

Beveridge between 1880 
and 1919. 

Improvements to tech-
niques and equipment gave 
Beveridge the freedom to 
travel – in both Scotland 
and the USA - without the 
burden of transporting his 
own darkroom and chemi-
cals. 

Ready-made glass plates 
could be easily purchased 
and processed later, 
although the size of glass 
plate camera and tripod 
used by Beveridge was still 

Travelling across Scot-
land during the summer 
months, Beveridge took 
hundreds of images that 

captured Scotland’s rural 
heritage, offering revealing 
glimpses of the lifestyles of 
many small communities 
around the country. Many 
of the photographs feature 
the Western Isles and 
Highlands. 

While rural villages such 
as Mallaig have changed 
considerably over the past 
100 years, other images 

-
ing villages in the East 
Neuk of Fife – one of the 
largest components in the 
collection - remain fully 
recognisable to a modern 
reader. 

Without surviving 
journals or photographic 

the rationale behind Bev-
eridge’s photographs but 
there is no doubt he was an 
accomplished photographer 
particularly of archaeologi-
cal sites and ancient monu-
ments.

Around 700 glass plates 
were discovered by accident 
in the 1960s, by a former 
employee at the St Leonards 
linen works in Dunferm-
line, prior to its demolition. 
Recognised as the work of 
Erskine Beveridge these 
glass plates – no doubt a 
small proportion of his total 
output – were saved from 
destruction and brought to 
RCAHMS for safekeeping.

While photographs of Argyll were found there is no journal or rational with the pictures.
Photo: RCACHMS

AN ISLAY woman has 
been appointed to a direc-
tor’s post at MG ALBA, the 
Gaelic media service.

Iseabail Mactaggart has 
been appointed director of 
development and partner-
ship to help strengthen the 
commercial and creative 
impact of the Gaelic media 
production sector.

Ms Mactaggart was, until 
recently, the member for 
Scotland on the content 
board of Ofcom and takes 
up her post with MG ALBA 
with immediate effect. 

Iseabail began her 

broadcast career at BBC 
Radio nan Gaidheal before 
moving to London where 
she progressed latterly to 
become part of the senior 
editorial team on BBC 
Radio 5 Live’s Breakfast 
programme in London. 

She then moved into a 
communications role for 
Bowmore Distillers, and 
went on to take further 
senior roles within the 
company. 

Since then, in addition 
to her Ofcom role, other 
public appointments have 
included membership of 

the board of Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise. 

Ms Mactaggart said: 
‘BBC ALBA is at an excit-
ing junction, with strong 

-
tive plans for drama and 
the ambition to increase the 
number of originations on 
the channel. 

‘Positioning the Gaelic 
production sector to further 
strengthen its economic and 
creative output is a chal-
lenge I look forward to, and 
I am delighted to be part of 
the continuing success of 
BBC ALBA.’

Iseabail Mactaggart, director of development and Partnership at MG ALBA.

19th Century Highlands and 
islands photos to be published

Islay’s Iseabail appointed as 
director at MG ALBA

FRIENDS of Oban Com-
munity Playpark had a 
successful fundraising 
weekend as Tesco super-
market’s staff pulled out 
all the stops to support the 
charity.

The fundraising day 
basked in beautiful sunshine 

and included a car boot 
sale, facepainting, a grand 

wonderful sound of Robert 
Robertson on the ‘box’ as 
people shopped in the store.

not quite available as The 
Oban Times went to press, 

donations are still being 
accepted in store until 
Saturday evening. 

Sally Weaser from Friends 
of Oban Community Play 
Park said the group was over-
whelmed with the generosity 
of people, but there was still 
‘a long way to go’.

Karen Kelso, the store’s 
personnel manager said: 
‘Tesco was delighted to 
support Oban Community 
Play Park. We want to be as 
involved with the commu-
nity as we can be and this 
was an ideal opportunity 
for us to take part.’

Tesco staff and volunteers from Friends of Oban Community Playpark bask in the Oban sunshine. 15_t23play1

Oban Tesco helps 
Community Play 
Park to fundraise

THE ANNUAL plant 
sale  and afternoon tea in 
Benderloch was a great 
success. 

More than 100 people 
who came through the 
door now have the joy of 
the plants and greenery 
they purchased.

The sale is organised 
by the committee of the 
North Connel and District 
Horticultural Show and is 
a great occasion for folk 
with interests in growing 
things to meet up, share 
experiences, ask questions 
and chat.

There was a good 
number and wide vari-
ety of plants on sale, the 
majority of which had 
been grown locally by 
committee members and 
friends of the show while 
some had been grown on 
from a donation by Oban’s 

Homebase store.
The money raised will be 

used to encourage ‘grow-
ing’ projects in schools 
and the community as 
well as ensuring that the 
district’s annual show can 
be held again - in the Vic-
tory Hall on August 30.

The plant sale and afternoon tea in Benderloch went very well last week.

Busy day at Benderloch plant sale

A WORLD renowned piper 
will be joined by a host of 
musicians from the west 
Highlands and islands as he 
premieres a composition at 
the Albert Halls, Stirling.

Allan MacDonald, from 
Glenuig, composed The 
Bruce 700 for Stirling 2014 
under commission from 
Stirling Council.

The piece will be per-

formed on June 26 with 

O’Rourke, Gaelic singer 
Kathleen MacInnes, from 
South Uist and a host of 
others.

Lochaber Piper prepares for composition premiere

WEST Highland ceilidh 
band Skipinnish is next 

ever download-only single 
‘Walking on the Waves’, 
ahead of its latest album 
‘Western Ocean’.

Inspired by the Hebridean 

summer, lead singer Robert 
Robertson and accordion-
ist Angus MacPhail have 
joined creative forces to 
compose this driving, 
upbeat love song.

It is pre-released on 
YouTube, with accompany-

ing video, this evening 
(Thursday) and will be 
available to download from 
Monday.

Skipinnish members have 
a busy summer schedule 
appearing at major festivals 
and Glasgow 2014.

Skipinnish releasing first 
ever download-only single

BALLET West students 
from Taynuilt put on the 
performance of their lives 
so far at Oban’s Corran 
Halls as they made a bid to 

-
ment of their degree course 
in dance.

The students graduate this 
summer and launch their 
professional careers and 
judging by the reaction from 
the audience, the graduates 
will make a big impression 
in the world of dance.

There was an eclectic 
programme last Thursday 
evening, most of which 
had either been created by 
the students as part of their 
degree or made especially 
for the students by guest 
choreographers. 

Ballet West’s Principal 
Gillian Barton said: ‘I am 
very proud of the extremely 
high standard that the 

students have achieved. 
‘They are a credit to the 

school, their teachers and 
themselves. I am certain 
that they are all destined for 
great things in the world of 
dance.’ 

One student, Andrew 
MacFarlane, was missing 
from the performance 
because he has already 
gone to work with English 
National Ballet.

At the end of the perform-
ance, Argyll and Bute 
councillor Elaine Robertson 
thanked the students for 
their excellent performance 
and drew the winning ticket 
in the Ballet West Diamond 
Draw. 

to help raise funds for a new 
£600,000 studio at Ballet 
West’s Ichrachan House at 
Taynuilt.

The prize was a pair of 

diamond earrings worth 
£1,000, donated by Ballet 
West trustee Jo Mickel. 

The lucky winner was 
Tracey McNellan from 
Bridge of Weir. 

When she heard she had 
won she wished Ballet 
West every success in its 
campaign to raise money 
for the new studio and said: 
‘I never win anything, I’m 
thrilled to bits.’

The new studio will im-
prove training and rehearsal 
facilities for students, provide 
residency opportunities for 
visiting choreographers and 
dance companies, and en-
able Ballet West to increase 
summer holiday courses and 
engagement with the local 
community. 

The degree course, BA 
(Hons) Dance, is validated 
through Northumbria Uni-
versity.

Ballet West 
dancers delight 
audience

Students from Ballet West delighted the audience last week. Photos: Kevin McGlynn
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• X-Men: Days of Future Past 
(12A)
The ultimate X-Men ensemble fights a 
war for the survival of the species across 
two time periods.
• Postman Pat (U)
Postman Pat: The Movie finds a veteran 
postman finding his beliefs challenged 
after he enters a TV talent show 
competition.
• Godzilla (12A)
“Godzilla” is a powerful story of human 
courage and reconciliation in the face 
of titanic forces of nature, when the 
awe-inspiring Godzilla rises to restore 
balance as humanity stands defenceless.
• Bad Neighbours (15)
The battle for the street begins. Seth 
Rogen, Zac Efron and Rose Byrne lead 
the cast of Bad Neighbours, a comedy 
about a young couple who are forced to 
live next to a fraternity house after the 
birth of their baby.
LIVE FROM ROYAL ALBERT HALL
• D-Day 70 Years On
BBC Radio 2 and cinemas across Britain 
come together for the first time, as the 
nation marks the 70th anniversary of 
D-Day. Jeremy Vine, Dermot O’Leary 
and Louise Minchin will re-tell the 
D-Day story alongside a cast of actors 

led by Patrick Stewart.  Performers 
include Katherine Jenkins, Beverley 
Knight, The Military Wives Choir and 
Seth Lakeman.
• Maleficent (PG)
From Disney comes “Maleficent”- the 
untold story of Disney’s most iconic 
villain from the 1959 classic “Sleeping 
Beauty.” A beautiful, pure-hearted 
young woman, Maleficent has an 
idyllic life growing up, until one day an 
invading army threatens the harmony 
of the land. Maleficent rises to be 
the land’s fiercest protector, but she 
ultimately suffers a ruthless betrayal 
- an act that begins to turn her pure 
heart to stone. Bent on revenge, 
Maleficent faces an epic battle with the 
invading king’s successor and as a result 
places a curse upon his newborn infant 
Aurora. As the child grows, Maleficent 
realizes that Aurora holds the key to 
peace in the kingdom - and perhaps to 
Maleficent’s true happiness as well.
• Edge of tomorrow (12A)
The epic action of Edge of Tomorrow 
unfolds in a near future in which an 
alien race has hit earth, unbeatable 
by any military unit in the world. 
Major William Cage (Tom Cruise) is 
an officer who has never seen a day of 
combat when he is unceremoniously 

dropped in what amounts to a suicide 
mission. Killed within minutes, Cage 
finds himself thrown into a time loop 
– forcing him to live out the brutal 
combat over and over, fighting and 
dying again. With each battle, Cage 
becomes able to engage the adversaries 
with increasing skill, alongside special 
forces warrior Rita Vrataski (Emily 
Blunt). As Cage and Rita take the fight 
to the aliens, each repeated encounter 
gets them one step closer to defeating 
the enemy.
NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE
• A Small Family Business
A riotous exposure of entrepreneurial 
greed by playwright Alan Ayckbourn. 
A Small Family Business returns to the 
National Theatre for the first time since 
its celebrated premiere in 1987. 
Jack McCracken: a man of principle 
in a corrupt world. But not for long. 
Moments after taking over his father-in-
law’s business he’s approached by a 
private detective armed with some 
compromising information. Jack’s 
integrity fades away as he discovers 
his extended family to be thieves 
and adulterers, looting the business 
from their suburban homes. Rampant 
self-interest takes over and comic 
hysteria builds to a macabre climax.

         X-Men: Days of Future Past Thurs 5th 15.30 2D, 21.00 3D
Postman Pat Thurs 5th 16.00 (screen 2)
Godzilla Thurs 5th 18.30 3D
Bad Neighbours Thurs 5th 19.00 (screen 2)
LIVE FROM ROYAL ALBERT HALL
D-Day 70 Years On Fri 6th 20.00
Maleficent Fri 6th 17.00 2D

Sat 7th 13.00 3D, 15.30 2D, 18.00 2D
Sun 8th 13.00 2D, 15.30 3D, 18.00 2D 
Mon 9th 16.00 3D, 18.30 2D, 20.00 (screen 2)
Tues 10th 16.00 2D, 18.30 3D, 20.00 (screen 2)
Wed 11th 16.00 3D, 20.00 (screen 2)
Thurs 12th 16.00 2D

Edge of tomorrow Fri 6th 19.00 (screen 2) Sat 7th 20.30 3D
Sun 8th 20.30 2D Mon 9th 21.00 3D
Tues 10th 21.00 2D Wed 11th 21.00 3D
Thurs 12th 19.00 (screen 2)

NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE
A Small Family Business Thurs 12th 19.00 Thurs 19th 14.00 (Encore) Te
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To advertise in our community noticeboard call 01631 568000

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £15.71

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

To  showing
at Oban Phoenix Cinema
Monday to Wednesday
throughout June

2 FOR 1 
ENTRY

Oban Phoenix Cinema
140 George Street, Oban

01631 562444

OBAN TIMES READER OFFER

ARGYLL YOUTH THEATRE

Snow White
and The Seven Dwarves

by John Barry

FRIDAY 13th JUNE & SATURDAY 14th JUNE
CORRAN HALLS 7.30pm

Tickets Adult £8 Concession £5
FUN AND LAUGHTER FOR ALL THE FAMILY

Royal Voluntary Service

Coffee 
Morning

Saturday 7th June
Oban Congregational 

Church Hall
Top of Argyll Street

10.30 - 12.30
£3.00

Come to Whale 
Week on Mull

hosted by Hebridean 
Whale and Dolphin 

Trust! Talks, displays, 
fun events throughout 

the week.
June 8-15th 
Tobermory

IT WAS a full house in the Nevis Centre on Saturday night
as a crowd packed in to watch Lochaber Artistic Roller
Skating Club’s annual show.

Some 80 skaters from toddlers to adults showcased their
talent,  performing a wide variety of acts.

President  Freda Alexander said: ‘It was absolutely fantas-
tic. You couldn’t fault the performers on anything.  Some of
the wee ones only joined four months ago and couldn’t even
skate so they did really well’

Members of Lochaber Artistic Roller Skating Club performed to a packed Nevis Centre. 

Talent skates into
Lochaber Nevis Centre

SKYE Accordion and
Fiddle Club brought their
season to a rousing close
by staging its 10th con-
secutive annual accordion

Royal Hotel, Portree.
Every year has seen an

increase in numbers of
musicians and listening
enthusiasts attending from
the length and breadth of
the country and, indeed,

to enjoy several days im-
mersed in their favourite
type of music in a friendly
and relaxed atmosphere.

The festival was formally
opened on the Thursday
evening by local broad-
caster, Duncan Martin,
followed by hard working
MC for the whole festival,
Jim Campbell.

Appropriately it was a
group of players from the
Skye Club’s own band who
were invited on stage for
the opening music, to be
followed by a host of visit-
ing musicians in a variety
of groups to entertain the
capacity audience.

Special guest band for
the evening was the Iain
MacPhail Scottish Dance

Band which gave its usual
wonderful performance
which culminated in mem-
bers being joined by all
the other players for prob-
ably the best traditional
‘stramash’ ever heard in
Portree and bringing the
evening to a close.

No sooner had breakfast
tables been cleared on
the following morning
than even more musicians
turned up to provide all
day music and keep the
enthusiasts entertained
right through to the festi-
val’s special guest band in
the evening, the inimitable
Oban based Hector Mc-
Fadyen and Friends.

Not only was the music
to a great standard but the
craic was hugely appreci-
ated by another packed
audience which again
voted the evening a rous-
ing success.

Saturday was simply a
continuation of the great
informal music until the
afternoon when entertain-
ment was from an old
friend of the Skye Club,
Ross MacPherson and his
band.

Ross, based at Connel,

was a former chairman
of the Skye Club and
taught accordion to many
youngsters when he lived
on Skye, and so was ac-
corded a particularly warm
welcome.

The evening session
in the Royal Hotel was,
as usual, coordinated
by Derek Hamilton of
Galston, Jimmy Mac-
Donald of Tighnabruaich
and Richard Hughes of
Tobermory. It attracted
great support from many
listening enthusiasts, while
those who were dancers
were able to trip the light
fantastic in the nearby
famous Skye Gathering
Hall to the fabulous sound

of Ian Muir and his band,

the festival.

to the festival is Saturday
night it has gradually be-
come the custom of many
of the musicians to stay for
another day to make a long
weekend of their visit. This
year was no exception with
many of them enjoying
a tune with their musical
friends before returning
homewards on Monday.

The general concensus
of opinion yet again by
everybody involved was
that the 10th festival could
be summed up in three
words, namely ‘the best
yet’.

A packed audience enjoyed the Iain MacPhail Band.

Skye comes alive with the sound 
of music at accordion and 
Fiddle Festival

SAVING someone’s life
can be as easy as helping
out as a volunteer.

The Oban British Heart
Foundation Scotland shop
is appealing to local people
to give the gift of time and
volunteer.  

Pauline Davie, BHF Scot-
land area manager, says:
‘Volunteers are absolutely
essential to the success of
the charity, and play a vital

heart disease, Scotland’s

single biggest killer.
‘Our volunteers can not

only use and develop the
skills they already have, but
can also keep their foot on
the career ladder and gain
some excellent experience.’

The shop is keen to hear
from people who have a
few hours to spare each
week.

The Oban BHF Scotland
shop is at 119 George Street,
and potential volunteers
should pop in for a chat.

British Heart Foundation appeal 
for volunteers

BANNAN, BBC ALBA’s

series, is to be premièred
at this year’s Edinburgh
International Film Festival.

The whole pilot of three
30-minute programmes,
which will be shown on the
channel in September, has
been selected for screening
on June 28 as part of the
68th annual event which
is the oldest continually

world.
Directed by former River

City actor Tony Kearney,
the entire production
was carried out through
the medium of Gaelic.
From scripts to auditions,
rehearsals to shooting, the
language on-set was Gaelic
– a ground-breaking move
that surprisingly had never
been done before.

Gaelic drama series to be screened 
at Edinburgh Film Festival

Course for New                     
Volunteers on 

Choice, Dignity & Respect and 
Self-Directed Support

A Company limited by guarantee in Scotland: SC 236436 

Contact Becs to find out more

Free 

Course

Open to people from across Argyll interested 
in joining our team as                                
Support &  Information Volunteers. 

25th June-6th August 2014 
Inveraray.

Lunch provided on full days. Tea, coffee and 
cake will be shared on all  occasions.

Expenses e.g. for travel will be agreed in   
advance . Lift shares may be available.

FATHER’S DAY CHARITY EVENT

Victorian
Afternoon Tea
at the Corran Halls
Sunday 15th June

12-4pm
£7.50 per person

All proceeds will go to 
Prostate Scotland

SC037494

FOUR fundraising gentle-
men were delighted to hand

services for children living
with life shortening condi-
tions.

was the Children’s Hospice
Association Scotland
(CHAS) which provides

two children’s hospices
and a ‘home care service’
for more than 300 families
it supports every year.

It was a chance meet-
ing on the back road to
Stronmilchan that brought
Alan Campbell and Billy
O’Brian together to run a
charity gig and fundraiser

in Dalmally Village Hall.
Alan said: ‘We were de-

lighted with everyone who
helped out, gave donations

One of the donations
was from Lodge St Modan

Cruickshank, and the
event was supported by

the village hall committee
represented by Graeme
MacKechnie.

‘On the night of the event
the place was jumping,’ said
Alan, ‘We had music from
The Traditional School of
Music from Oban High
School, Charlotte Gunn on

and Gunna Sound.’
Alison Rennie from

CHAS said: ‘It is good news
that places like Dalmally
get involved in fundraising
for children.

‘We support families
throughout the Highlands
and islands and children
also have the opportunity

to visit one of our two hos-
pices at Robin House in
Balloch and Rachel House
at Kinross.

‘This is a very generous
donation that will directly

living with conditions that
are likely to shorten their
lives.’

A cheque for £5,000 was handed over to Alison Rennie, CHAS fundraiser, by, from left, Graeme MacKechnie, Robert Cruickshank, Alan Campbell and Billy O’Brian. 15_t23dalmally1

Gig in Dalmally Hall raises 
£5,000 for children’s charity 

A CELTIC expert who
died 100 years ago will
be the focus of the Islands
Book Trust conference on
Colonsay.

The four-day event will
celebrate the work of  island
son Donald MacKinnon by
looking at aspects of his
understanding of the natural
and cultural traditions of the
islands

Starting on Friday June 6,
the event is hosted by The
Islands Book Trust and has
been arranged in partner-
ship with the Colonsay and
Oransay Heritage Trust and

the University of Edinburgh,
with support from Awards
for All and the Colonsay
Estate.

It is hoped that, by cel-
ebrating Colonsay’s past,
the conference will promote
the island’s economic and
cultural future.

The Islands Book Trust
was formed in 2002 to
further understanding of the
history of Scottish islands
in their wider Celtic and
Nordic context, and gener-
ate economic, social and

communities in the islands.

Colonsay to host
Islands Book Trust
conference

CONSERVATION charity
Hebridean Whale and Dol-
phin Trust (HWDT) cel-
ebrates its 20th anniversary

Beginning on World
Oceans Day on Sunday
June 8, a wide range of fun
activities and events will be
held to increase knowledge
and understanding of Scot-
land’s spectacular whales,
dolphins and porpoises.

Guests will be able to
step on board survey boats,
hear talks by experts, and
enjoy fun and educational
activities.

There will be a daily
treasure hunt and displays
at HWDT’s visitor centre;
touch tank sessions run by
Tobermory Harbour Asso-
ciation and HWDT; a pub

Tobermory’s Mishnish Pub;
and an award ceremony for

artwork, music and writing
created during the week
and for the winners of a
window display competi-
tion.

Presentations will high-
light the latest research

killer whales of the North
Atlantic, including the West
Coast Community living
in the Hebrides – a pod
thought to be the UK’s only
resident group of orcas.

The Irish Whale and
Dolphin Group will
discuss its research of
humpback whales in the
North Atlantic, while local
company Sea Life Surveys
will describe 30 years of
respectful whale watching.

The closing day on June
14 will feature beach ac-
tivities with competitions,
demonstrations and crea-
tive activities for children,
families and adults.

Whale Week set for Mull
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Five Roads Caravan Park 
By Alyth, Blairgowrie

Perth and Kinross, Scotland UK , PH11 8NB

Tel and Fax: 01828 632255 
Email: steven.ewart@

btopenworld.com

Experience the setting and ambience 
of ‘Five roads’ Award Winning 
Caravan and camping holiday site. Well equipped and 
friendly, with excellent facilities and the opportunity to 
connect with the unspoilt environment of Scotland.

WHEN I was a wee 
girl, some time 
ago admittedly, 
we used to go 15 
miles away for 
our holidays. My 
dad would drive 
‘the long way’ we 
would stop for ice 
cream on the way 
and then we would 
arrive in the late 
afternoon, ready to 
start our holiday. 
These were some 
of the most joyful 
days of my life. 
We were a happy 

family, with days 
out on the beach, 
dipping our toes 
in the water and 
sharing life for a few 
weeks with strange 
and different 
neighbours. For 
many years, we 
enjoyed the whole 
experience - until 
there was a lure of 
foreign holidays. 
But there was 

than those idyllic 
days of family life 
together. These 

days camping and 
caravanning isn’t 
what it used to 
be. For one thing 
every modern 
convenience that 
you might ever 
desire is available 
to the camper 
and in our feature 
today there are lots 
of items that really 
matter to make 
your holiday just 
that little bit better. 
Here is a top ten 
list for camping 
and caravanning...

The Shore Caravan Site
Achmelvich Bay, Lochinver • Tel: 01571 844393

• Beach side location • Open April to October 
• Hook Ups • Shower block • Launderette

• Fish and Chips • WiFi • On-site shop

www.shorecaravansite.yolasite.com

GAS SAFETY
Never store a cylinder of gas on its side. There must be a gap 
between the LPG and the valve. If there isn’t and liquid escapes 
it immediately expands to about 200 times its volume, e.g. 1cc of 
liquid becomes 200cc of vapour.

SHAKE IT UP
Fire extinguishers in caravans are almost always powder type. 
Therefore give it a good shake each week to prevent the powder 
becoming solid. Bear in mind that they only give a few seconds 

ROAD TO RECOVERY
If you belong to a car recovery scheme check that they will recover 
your caravan if it breaks down (or loses a wheel, for example). Many 
will only recover a caravan as part of recovering a broken down 
car, and some may not recover a caravan at all. If you have any 
doubts, become a member of one of the two major clubs and join 
its dedicated recovery scheme.

DON’T BE AFRAID TO ASK FOR ADVICE
Other caravanners and campers are full of advice and other people’s 
experience is invaluable to helping you on your way.

POCKET INTERPRETER

tongue, invest in an electronic language interpreter. You type in a 
word in English and the machine instantly works out a Spanish, 
French, German or whatever equivalent.

MIRROR MANOEUVRES

mirrors and turn the wheel towards the one in which you can see 
the side of the caravan. This will correct the situation.

STRIKE CAMP EARLY
When using an awning, take it down the evening before you leave 
the site. Even on a summer’s morning there is a risk of early 
morning damp, which can damage the awning fabric if it is packed 
away before it is thoroughly dry.

BE A BARROW BOY (OR GIRL)
Instead of lugging heavy objects around, take a small folding sack 
barrow and save your back.

USE YOUR HEAD

a peg at night. The latest LED versions are cheap, incredibly bright 

CARAVAN AND CAMPING FIRST AID KIT

fuses, adjustable spanner and two screwdrivers.

CAMPING & CARAVANNING

to theworld of

OPEN
UP
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 A 200GM PACK OF 
AWARD WINNING 
SMOKED GIGHA 

HALIBUT WORTH £22.00*

Smoked Gigha Halibut
is a new way to enjoy our 

winning new delicacy is second 

www.gighahalibut.co.uk

 (HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS FOOD AND DRINK 
AWARDS OVERALL EXCELLENCE AWARD 2013)

DECEMBER 2013

THE FESTIVE SEASON GIFT GUIDE 32 

pages of truly unbeatable Christmas gift ideas

PINE MARTENS 
BITE BACK
WHY I HATE 
COUNTRYFILE   
FROM PEEBLES TO 

THE WHITEHOUSE
PETER MCRABBIT: 
BORN IN PERTHSHIRE 

Plus

Claire Macdonald’s 
Christmas recipes

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  DECEMBER  2013. £3.75

FREEFESTIVE FOOD & DRINK GUIDEDUNBLANE 
DREAMING

15

JACK VETTRIANO: 
OUR GREATEST 

PAGES OF

LIVING ARTIST?

FEB
R

U
A

R
Y

FEBRUARY 2014

WEDDING PLANNER Our 25-page special report on how to stage the perfect nuptials

WILDFOWLING ON ORKNEY UNBEATABLE VENISON RECIPES LEITH’S GODFATHER OF POP ARTSECRET WORLD OF BASKING SHARKS

Plus

Scotland’s top schools 

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  FEBRUARY  2014. £3.75

WINA WEEKEND IN 
TOP BOUTIQUE 

HOTEL

EAST LOTHIAN

20

JIM NAUGHTIE: MY LIFE AS A BROADCAST ICON

PAGES OF

Terms & Conditions:  Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given.  For UK based customers only.  This offer is open to 
new subscribers only and does not apply to those renewing their subscription. Minimum subscription for one year only — cancel-
lations are not possible during this period.  Whilst stocks last.  By purchasing this subscription offer you agree for Wyvex Media Ltd 
to share your details with Smoked Gigha Halibut and for them to contact you. For more information and worldwide subscriptions 
visit: www.scottishfield.co.uk *Price includes post & packing

Call subscriptions on 01371 851868 or visit 
www.scottishfield.co.uk/subscribe

Quote
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ANY UPGRADE of the A82 
between Tarbet and Inveraran 
will involve the original 
road, Transport Scotland has 
announced. 

As part of a £2 million project 
started last year to survey and 
design a route to upgrade the 

identify a preferred ‘corridor’.
From tunnels under the loch 

or straight through the hillside, 
at an estimated £4 billion, the 
options were narrowed down, in 
consultation with stakeholders, 
organisations and the public.

The three preferred options 
were the existing A82 corridor, 
a route from Arrochar to 
Inveruglas along Glen Loin or 
above and to the west of the West 
Highland rail line.

The existing A82 corridor was 

objectives of improving journey 
times; providing stopping 
opportunities for visitors within 
the Loch Lomond and Trossachs 
National Park; reducing accident 
numbers; providing space for 
cyclists and reducing disruption 
to road users during road works.

The project now moves to stage 
two, where the preferred road 
alignment will be worked up and 
presented at a public exhibition 
in spring 2015.

Stuart MacLean of the A82 
Partnership in Lochaber said they 
were pushing for the 17km (10.6-
mile) stretch to meet the national 
standard route width of 7.3m, 

Grant puts Ulva 
Ferry transport 
on right road with 
hybrid minibus
THE ULVA Ferry in north west 
Mull will shortly be receiving 
a brand new hybrid minibus, 
funded by a grant of more 
than £38,000 from the Scottish 
Government’s Community 
Transport Vehicle Fund.

The hybrid diesel/electric Ford 
Transit minibus will be able 
to carry nine passengers and a 
wheelchair user plus the driver 
and will be used for a variety 
of purposes in the community, 
including trips to the hospital, 
doctor and dentist as well as to 
social events.

Helen Mackay, convenor of 
the Ulva School Community 
Association, said: ‘The funding 
of a new minibus is great news 
for the local community and 
will transform the lives of 
people living in the area, young 
and old. 

‘This is a remote area and 
some members of the commu-
nity live nearly 15 miles from 
the nearest public transport 
link. 

‘The community minibus will 
make a real difference to those 
people without access to their 
own vehicles to get them to 
appointments at the GP surgery 
or hospital as well as to a range 
of social and community events 
and activities.’

THE RIGHTFUL owners of 
a silk embroidery hanging are 
being sought.

The beautiful piece of work 
was produced by Ian Gallacher 
as a gift to his parents.

Margaret Mears, Mr 
Gallacher’s sister-in-law, takes 
said: ‘My late husband’s brother 
was accidentally killed in 
service sometime in the 1950s, 
I believe.

six children. Ian was from 
Glasgow. 

‘After his death Ian’s wife 

Motorboat      
towed to      
Taynuilt
OBAN lifeboat was called 
out to help six people aboard 
a motorboat, which became 
stranded on Loch Etive follow-
ing engine problems.

The lifeboat was launched 
last Saturday evening to an area 
seven miles beyond Bonawe 
Quarry.

A towline was attached and 
the lifeboat took the vessel to 
the pier at Taynuilt.

CRIEFF Hydro Hotel’s chief executive 

some of his vast knowledge and experience 
in the tourism business next week in Oban.

BID4Oban and Oban Lorn Tourism 
Association (OLTA) members will take 
part in a hospitality forum event in the 
Caledonian Hotel on June 11 at which Mr 
Leckie will be guest speaker.

Sandy MacArthur, BID4Oban director, 
said that as well as inviting OLTA, some 

senior pupils from Oban High School would 
be attending the forum.

Family
Mr Leckie, as well as chairing the Scottish 

Tourism Leadership Group and Scottish 

his family to run Crieff Hydro leisure resort 
and estate – the oldest trading registered 
company in Scotland.

He has overseen more than £40m of 
investment, since taking the helm in 1994, 

to transform the leisure resort to compete on 
the international stage.

As well as running hotels in Crieff, 
Peebles and Harrogate, the family company 
has recently become involved in the Isles 
of Glencoe Hotel at Ballachulish and The 
Caledonian Hotel in Oban.

Following an interview-style format, there 
will be a question and answer session with 
Mr Leckie and a chance afterwards for those 
attending to network. 

Tobermory 
lifeboat rescues 
RIB people
TOBERMORY lifeboat 
launched last Thursday to assist 

with two people on board.
The vessel had mechanical 

failure in Bloody Bay, near 
Tobermory. 

Two people were taken on 
board the lifeboat and the RIB 
was towed back to Tobermory. 

MOST of people receive a wealth of presents for 
their birthday but one Oban man decided to give, 
rather than receive on his big day.

John MacInnes, who turned 40 on May 17, 
celebrated his milestone birthday with around 120 
friends and family at the Royal Hotel in Oban.

But instead of receiving presents he asked people 
to donate money to the Cancer Endowment Fund, a 
charity based at Lorn and Islands Hospital, Oban, 
that supports the hospital’s Macmillan Day Bed 
Unit. The joiner was able to hand over a cheque 
for £1,000, which he gave in memory of his father 
who have had chemotherapy treatment at the unit.

John, who is originally from Eriskay, said: ‘My 

father, Roddy MacInnes, died last year but he was 
so impressed with the care he received and with 
the attitude of the girls in the ward.’

Sandra Ironside, a staff nurse within the Macmil-
lan Day Bed Unit, and Christine Crisp, cancer care 
co-ordinator at the hospital, received the cheque 
from John.

Christine said: ‘We have never had a donation of 
this size before. We want to get a new television 
and some art work for the unit and this will be a 
great help.’

The unit gives treatment to patients from Oban 
and Lorn as well as islands as far as Islay and 
Colonsay.

Hundreds of 
patients wait 
longer than 
average for 
treatment
HUNDREDS of patients in 
the NHS Highland area waited 
longer than the average time 
for treatment, according to 
statistics published this week.

Figures reveal that the number 
of patients without treatment at 
week 18, the standard time, has 
increased by almost 90 patients 
in one year to 602.

Jamie McGrigor MSP for 
the Highlands and Islands 

demands action from the 
government as a matter of 
priority.’

Explaining the rise in numbers 
a spokesman for NHS Highland 
said: ‘NHS Highland moved 
to a new patient management 
system on March 3 2014 which 
has led to some technical 

Route To Treatment (RTT) data.
‘As an interim measure NHS 

Highland submitted estimated 

Overall in the data for Scottish 
waiting times NHS Highland 
performed well, showing that 
almost 91 per cent of patients 
were seen and treated within 18 
weeks.

PROTESTERS on an Argyll 
loch are ‘still not happy’ after a 
three-week tidy has made little if 
any progress.

While a Crown Estates boss 
said the tidy up on Loch Etive 
was ‘well advanced’ another 
sea farm operator is offering 
to do some of the dirty work in 
cleaning up the site.

‘Shores of Shame’ the Loch 
Etive protest group says 
government agency the Crown 

farm operator Black Isles as 
a ‘scapegoat’ and not really 
dealing with long-term littering 
problems. 

Andy MacArthur, from Shores 
of Shame, said: ‘Black Isles is 

MORE than 20,000 people from all across 
the globe are expected to descend on Fort 
William for the Mountain Bike World Cup 
this weekend. 

The annual downhill racing event sees 300 
riders from 25 countries compete at Nevis 
Range and brings around £2.5 million to 
the local economy, according to Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce.

Organisers have promised this year’s event 
will be the best yet and Don Hind, chairman 

of the chamber, has appealed for anyone 
with accommodation for tourists to get in 
touch as many hotels and bed and breakfasts 
have been fully booked for months. 

Mr Hind said: ‘It is excellent that Nevis 
Range is recognised as one of the top 
international venues on the mountain biking 
circuit and we are delighted it has chosen 
to return here consecutively for the past 10 
years. It brings many people from across 
the world to this area and it is a great boost 

to accommodation providers, shops and 
businesses of all kinds. Accommodation for 
this period is at a premium and the chamber 
has put out an appeal to all members who 
may have spare bed space to come forward 
and let us know so we can pass this on to the 
organisers.’

Top UK riders competing include Gee 
Atherton, Josh Bryceland, Steve Pea, Rachel 
Atherton and Katy Curd as well as many 
others from Europe and the USA.

Mike Jardine, director of World Cup 
organisers Rare Management, said: ‘For 
every year that Fort William hosts the 
Mountain Bike World Cup, we try to top the 
previous year’s event and we hope this year 
will be especially exciting. 

‘We also have a great venue for mountain 
biking in Fort William and the range of 
additional activities, food and stalls to visit 
means there really is something for everyone 
to enjoy at Nevis Range next weekend.’

A grand gesture: Little Cara MacInnes and her father John hand over a cheque for £1,000 to Macmil-
lan unit staff nurse Sandra Ironside, left, and cancer care co-ordinator Christine Crisp. 16_t23fund01

The red route has been chosen as the preferred option for 
upgrading the A82.

Tunnels dismissed 
in A82 upgrade

plus a metre each side where 
engineering and environmental 
constraints allow.

At the moment some sections 
are less than 6m wide. 

‘The money is not the biggest 
restriction at the moment,’ 
he said. ‘The biggest job is to 
secure and produce a route that 
is acceptable to stakeholders.’

He added that it was hoped to 
improve some sections of the 
road quickly, like the northern 
and southern sections of the 
17km stretch while the middle 
section was more problematical 
in engineering terms.

Leader of Argyll and Bute 
Council Councillor Dick Walsh 
said: ‘The A82 is one of a 
number of key strategic routes 
which play a vital part in Argyll 
and Bute’s economic growth.

‘We will be meeting with 
Transport Scotland again in 
June for more discussion of 
these strategic routes and will 
be emphasising the importance 
of wider connectivity for Argyll 
and Bute.’

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, 
Argyll and Bute’s policy lead for 
strategic transportation, said: 
‘With the progress at Pulpit 
Rock and the Crianlarich bypass 
to be completed this summer, 
the outcome of the study on the 
Inveraran-Tarbet 17-kilometre 
stretch is clearly welcome news, 
however, further detail on the 
preferred route option and 
timeframe is required.’

being used both as a culprit and 
a scapegoat. Much of the rubbish 
predates that company.

‘There has been a multi-agency 
failure to address this matter in a 
timely manner. Agencies have a 
duty of care, they seem to have 
forgotten that.’

Alex Adrian, aquaculture 
operations manager at the 
Crown Estates, said: ‘Clean-up 
activities at both Loch Creran 
and Loch Etive, onshore and at 
sea-sites, are well advanced. 

‘We share the local residents’ 
frustration and are working 
through ongoing practical issues 
as quickly as possible. For 
instance, some of the material 
is in locations that are relatively 

inaccessible from the shore, so 
it is having to be removed using 
a boat. We anticipate, however, 
that the bulk of the material will 
have been addressed within a 
week or so.’

Dawnfresh which works on the 
loch has offered support to the 
Crown Estate, chairman Alistair 
Salveson said: ‘Dawnfresh has 
made representations to the 
Crown Estate to encourage its 
lease holders to tidy up their 
mess.

‘To that end Dawnfresh has 
offered Crown Estates and to 
Jamie McGrigor MSP to make 
a crewed boat available to 
help support any tidy-up team 
of volunteers reach the more 

inaccessible areas of the loch.’
Pointing out that the Crown 

Estate was the lead agency, 
a spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘Removal 
of longlines and rafts from the 
Black Isle sites has started and 
once this is complete and the 
source of further shore debris 
removed, the focus will shift to 
clean up the shoreline.

‘The debris is spread across a 
number of locations and at some 
of these the debris/litter is now 
blown far in shore.

‘Because of the remote and 
relatively inaccessible nature of 
the shoreline in the upper loch 
the debris is being removed by 
boat.’

Crieff Hydro chief Oban guest speaker 

Town gears up for Mountain Bike World Cup
The rightful owner of this beautiful silk embroidery is being sought. 

Oban man’s grand birthday gesture

Shores of Shame group 
angry at slow progress

Rightful owners of 
embroidery sought

A LISMORE man has come forward to say he is a direct de-

James Mitchell of Lismore read the article in The Oban Times
regarding Victorian writing by a tradesman in the Culfail Hotel, 
Kilmelford, found by owner Simon Fletcher.

Painter, Oban, February 7, 1883’ was made by an ancestor.
He said: ‘The writing was made by my great uncle. James Potter 

was the great uncle of Alan Weir who was a prominent business 
man in the town. He was a grocer who had a shop opposite to 
where the cinema is now.’

Mr Weir’s business had many clients including the shooting 

Mr Weir’s wife was the owner of the Glencampa Hotel, which is 
now The Queen’s Hotel.

returned with the children to 
Taynuilt to live with her parents 
who I believe farmed in the 
area. 

‘I would very much like 
to return this embroidery to 
Ian’s family and wondered if 
someone may remember the 
family and enable me to do so. 

‘I do remember being told 
many years ago that some of the 
family emigrated to Canada.’

Anyone with information 
should contact The Oban Times 
on 01631 568000 for contact 
details of Mrs Mears.

Original road 
route to be used
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Homecoming 
Your guide to

Kilmartin Museum sits in the heart 
of Kilmartin Glen, one of Scotland’s 
richest prehistoric landscapes.  Start 
your visit to this exciting place at the 
Museum where you can discover 
what to do and see.  Follow this with 
a Glen walk to see the cairns in the 
Linear Cemetery, a stone circle, 
standing stones, rock art and more.  

Dunadd Fort, a major political centre 
from 600AD, or visit Carnassarie 
Castle, a well preserved 16th 
century tower house.

The Museum café offers lunch, 
home baking, teas/coffees and ice 
cream.  Enjoy your refreshments 
in the green oak conservatory 
overlooking Glebe Cairn.  

The on site shop stocks many 
interesting books on archaeology 
and Scottish history as well as a 
wide selection of gifts and crafts, 
hand made by local artists.

A full programme of summer 
activities, including guided glen 
walks, is on offer.  More information 
available from www.kilmartin.org.  

Scotland welcomes the 
world to join in the exciting 

Year of Homecoming 2014.
In addition to the Commonwealth Games and 
Ryder Cup, there’s our year-long programme of 
events and activities to showcase all that’s great 
about Scotland; mouth-watering food and drink 
events, lots to get you active in our great outdoors 
plus spectacular arts, cultural and ancestral herit-
age to explore. 

The west coast has more to offer than most 
places - with the birthplace of the nation at Dun-
add, the foundations of Christianity in Iona, the 
safe care of the Gaelic language, the home of the 
Mod, some of the best distilleries in the world, 
the development of the most amazing traditions 
in dancing and music, the highest mountain, the 
closest islands, the beaches, the people.

We are the west coast.

There is little reason for not getting out to see the 
area. Why would you be in an area where you 
haven’t seen its very foundation stone?

Coastal and Highland scenery combine in Argyll 
and the isles, alongside rich culture and heritage 
just waiting to be explored and re-explored. 

Thrill-seekers can try a range of adventure sports 
while forest strolls are perfect for those looking 
for something a little gentler, and anyone can 
experience the tranquillity of island life. 

Explore the chrams of the towns and villages, 
look out for wildlife and enjoy clear waters and 
empty beaches.

The Highlands really are the Scotland of people’s 
imagination - a beautiful and inspiring region of 
ancient landscapes with a fascinating history. Wit-
ness the amazing wildlife and take part in some 
thrilling outdoor pursuits. There is nothing to stop 
anyone enjoying the many mountains and glens, 
the stunning islands and 
stretches of coastline 
and follow the country’s 
only Malt Whisky Trail.

The Western Isles lie around 30 miles off the 
north west coast of Scotland in the Outer Heb-
rides, an idyllic island chain that sits on the edge 
of Europe. 

Picture a paradise of powder white beaches 
and Atlantic waves, dark moorland and epic 
mountains, amazing wildlife and a rich 
and vibrant culture.

MULL 
HIGHLAND GAMES

ERRAY PARK TOBERMORY 
THURSDAY 24th JULY 2014

by kind permission of Tobermory Golf Club.

The band will lead the March from Main Street 
to the Field at 10.00am approx.

In attendance: Mull & Iona Pipe Band & 
Oban High School Pipe Band.

Piping, Dancing, Heavy & Light,
Field & Track Events.

A Great Day Out For All The Family.
Suitable boat & bus services.

This busy and vital centre on the Island of Lismore has much 

Come by ferry from Port Appin or Oban on foot or bring a bicycle.
01631 760020 or 01631 760030

Isle of Lismore Heritage Centre, Lismore, PA34 5UL
www.lismoregaelicheritagecentre.org

lismoremuseum@btconnect.com
www.facebook.com/LiosbeagCafe

www.liosbeagcafe@live.co.uk 

Lismore Gaelic Heritage Centre
and Liosbeag Café

Liosbeag  
Café
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Oban Paddleboard Club (OPC) is 

day at Ganavan Sands on Saturday 
the 7th of June at 1-5pm. This 
is an introduction to the sport of 
SUP (stand up paddle board) and 
the opportunity for people to try 
one of the UK’s fastest growing 
watersports. SUP is a surface water 

the surfer uses a paddle to move 
through the water while standing 
on a surfboard. The sport is suited 

lochs, rivers, shallow bays and 
the open sea in light winds. OPC 
will be introducing the Red Paddle 
board Co boards which are the 

the market giving ease of storage 
alongside performance equal to 
that of standard hard SUP boards.

OPC will be giving members the 
chance to use the clubs boards 
until they decide what board will suit 
them. OPC will also hold regular 
communal paddle sessions in the 
local area to explore the exciting sea 
scapes and fresh water lochs. OPC 
has been set up by Sean and Karina 
Jameson, owners Nancy Blacks of 
Oban. They caught the bug for SUP 
from a friend and thought it would be 
a great sport for residents of Oban 
and the surrounding area to take up. 
Nancy Blacks will be a stocking Red 
Paddleboard Co and Starboard SUP 
boards.

So come along and see how easy it 
is to get on the water and explore!

More information is available from 
Nancy Blacks, Oban Paddleboard 
Club’s web page and on it’s facebook 
page.

 Scotland 2014
Active

With its jaw-dropping landscapes and state-of-
the-art active facilities, Scotland can rightly lay 
claim to be the adventure capital of Europe. 
Whatever your passion, whether it’s hurtling 
down a mountain bike trail, a round of golf on a 
challenging links course or perhaps a less strenu-

for it throughout the Year of Homecoming. We’ve 
selected a few active events below to inspire 
you.

Cycling

As well as road cycling and mountain bike races 
to appeal to the pros, there’s also lots of informal 
rides in the hills and through towns and villages 
across the west coast. In fact, exploring by bike 
is a great way to discover Scotland as a whole 

-
land?

Walking

Scotland has hundreds of miles of walking trails 
and paths for all levels of walkers. From the West 
Highland Way to a trail across Mull or up a hill 
there is lots to do.

And that’s not all...

There are regular sporting events in all the towns 
and villages throughout the west coast. And don’t 
forget the many Highland Games throughout the 
entire area.

Ancestral

Homecoming 2014 is an open invitation for the 
world to come back ‘home’ to explore its roots, 
its clan heritage and discover more about how 
and where its Scottish forebears lived. 
Millions of people around the world claim Scot-
tish descent, but do they know which clan or 
family they belong to? Are they a MacDougall or a 

MacLean, a Campbell or a Suther-
land or another of Scotland’s great 

clans? 
Join them on a fascinating historical 
journey as we all celebrate Scot-
land’s unique identity and welcome 

the world through inspirational 
events and festivals throughout 

2014. 

Clans

From surnames and 
tartan to a real sense 

of community and 
belonging, the spirit of 

the clan lives on in Scotland. 
There are lots of opportunities 

to research your family tree at centres throughout 
the west coast. Take part in a discovery of historic 
clan homelands and which tartan folk call their 
own. 

Highland games

Look out for the great tests of strength through 
caber tossing and tug o’ wars, listen out for the 
distinct sound of bagpipes and admire the agility 
of Highland dancers at these hugely popular sum-
mer Highland games. As communities we come 
together and take great pride in celebrating our 
heritage, and there’s always lots of opportunities 
to join in the fun. 
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Highland Homecoming

Homecoming comes to the Highlands and unites 
Gaelic speakers from around the world at the 
Royal Mòd in Inverness. One of the highlights of 
this Highland Homecoming which runs between 
1 September and 31 October 2014, is a celebra-
tion of Gaelic culture and a performance of the 
Struileag - Shore to Shore, which has been 
lovingly created by the Gaelic Diaspora over the 
past two years.

Natural

Explore National Parks, follow coastlines and set 
off on island adventures to discover Scotland’s 
natural beauty.
Scotland can boast some of the most dramatic 
landscapes anywhere, with thousands of miles 
of coastline, the highest peaks in the UK and 
picturesque forests and glens. 
There’s fantastic wildlife too, so it’s little wonder 
our landscapes are such a hit with locals, visitors 

Experience for yourself the land that was brought 
to life in Disney•Pixar’s Oscar-winning animation 
Brave and most recently in James Bond’s latest 
outing, Skyfall. 

Go out and take in our natural wonders in all 
their glory with a programme of events which 
celebrates Scotland’s landscape, built heritage 
and wildlife.

Food and Drink

Embark on a culinary journey and sample the 
very best of the west coast’s delicious food and 
drink.

It may be our national drink, but whisky isn’t the 
only reason Scotland’s natural larder is world-re-
nowned. There’s also the succulent meat, fresh 

seafood and great seasonal fruit and vegetables 
available in restaurants around the country.

Join in a culinary adventure at farmers’ markets, 
foodie festivals and events throughout 2014 as 
the nation tucks into sumptuous Scottish food 
and drink. Make sure to wash it down with a 
dram or two of whisky or one of the country’s 
excellent craft beers.

Farmers’ markets

Describing the sights and smells of farmers’ 
markets doesn’t do them justice. You really have 
to experience them to see Scottish produce at its 
very best. Held regularly throughout the country, 
they are the ideal place to discover unique and 
artisan goodies, from cheeses to game meats, 
bought directly  from the producers, who are 
always more than happy to answer any ques-
tions and share hints and tips on how to cook 
and serve them to perfection. 
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JUNE 2014

Return to the Ridings
Traditional ride-outs and festivals to celebrate
the historic riding of town boundaries across
the Scottish Borders.
1 June – 30 August 2014

Summer Nights
From community halls to castles, enjoy world-class
classical music from the Scottish Chamber Orchestra
as they perform in venues across Scotland.
1 June – 31 July 2014

Linlithgow Civic Festival
Dances, ceilidhs, sport and music sessions plus family
heritage events and the traditional Town Gala day.
6 – 21 June 2014

Royal Highland Show
The countryside comes to Edinburgh to provide
a stimulating and engaging insight into Scotland’s
food and farming sector.
19 – 22 June 2014

St Magnus Festival
A unique blend of world-class musical performance
and community participation against the stunning
backdrop of Orkney in midsummer.
20 – 26 June 2014

2014 Clan Lachlan Gathering
and Strathlachlan Festival
Local cultural showcase featuring shinty, sheepdog
trials and community music, together with locally
produced food, crafts workshops, and displays.
20 – 22 June 2014

Hopetoun Town and Country Fair
International sporting excellence, live entertainment,
Scottish fine foods and country pursuits all set in
Hopetoun House’s stunning grounds.
26 – 29 June 2014

East Neuk Festival
Celebrating this beautiful coastal spot with music, family
activities, writing and ideas, opera and installations.
27 June – 7 July 2014

Scottish Traditional Boat Festival
Beautiful boats, fascinating crafts, non-stop music,
song and dance, and delicious food and drink.
27 – 29 June 2014

Bannockburn Live
A large-scale re-enactment of this turning point
in Scotland’s history plus music, theatre, literature
and performance by some of our best-known artists
exploring what it really meant and what it still means.
28 – 30 June 2014

JULY 2014

Bruce Festival
A journey through time linking Scotland’s ancient
capital, Robert the Bruce, and Bannockburn in an exciting
series of events across Dunfermline.
12 – 13 July 2014

The Wickerman Music Festival
One of Scotland’s best-loved independent music festivals,
with an eclectic mix of leading artists, alternative acts
and emerging talent.
25 – 26 July 2014

AUGUST 2014

Aboyne Highland Games
One of Scotland’s most famous traditional
Highland games featuring heavy and track events, piping
and dancing.
2 August 2014

Turriff Show
Scotland’s largest two-day agricultural show including a
Homecoming hospitality marquee for overseas visitors,
pre-show ceilidh and first-class ringside entertainment.
3 – 4 August 2014

Harris Tweed Hebrides Tattoo 2014
An extravaganza of world-class piping, dancing,
singing and music celebrating Homecoming 2014.
8 – 9 August 2014

Celebration of the Centuries
The flagship event of Historic Scotland’s event
calendar celebrates over 2,000 years of Scottish history
in a colourful, vibrant and immersive way.
9 – 10 August 2014

Piping Live! Festival: Homecoming
This year Piping Live! features the Music of the Clans
where at the Homecoming Tent in central Glasgow you
can discover your clan’s heritage, music and traditions.
11 – 15 August 2014

Strathaven Balloon Festival
A spectacular, international festival combining the
marvellous site of hot-air balloons in action with fun
days and a magnificent evening glow.
22 – 24 August 2014

The Edinburgh Mela
Scotland’s leading multicultural performing-arts
festival, showcasing the rich cultural and culinary
heritage of communities making Scotland their home.
29 – 31 August 2014

SEPTEMBER 2014

Highland Homecoming
A celebration of contemporary Highland culture,
beginning with the Inverness Highland Meeting
and culminating with The Royal National Mòd.
1 September – 31 October 2014

2014 World Sheepdog Trials
Showcasing the care, skill and dedication of shepherds
working with their dogs on flocks of sheep as has been
done for centuries.
3 – 6 September 2014

Forth Bridges Festival
Spectacular events surrounding the iconic Forth Bridges
to celebrate the 50th birthday of the Road Bridge.
4 – 13 September 2014

Doors Open Days
Free access to places normally closed to the
public including private castles, idyllic cottages
and ultra-modern eco-houses.
6 – 28 September 2014

Midfest
Celebrate art, music and cultural activities in the
week-long Midlothian Festival of the Arts – with events
across the county.
6 – 13 September 2014

The Inverness Highland Meeting 2014
The Highland clans gather in Inverness to witness
the Masters World Championships featuring over 100
international heavies competitors.
12 – 14 September 2014

The Camanachd Cup Final
The two top teams in the shinty game compete for
one of Scotland’s oldest and most iconic sporting trophies.
13 September 2014

Findhorn Bay Arts Festival
A dynamic programme of arts and cultural events
including a world premiere of Macbeth: the Red King,
a stunning, 21st-century prom performance
in magnificent Brodie Castle.
24 – 28 September 2014

The Ryder Cup Gala Concert
A unique concert celebrating the very best in Scotland’s
music, film, fashion and culture on a global stage.
24 September 2014

Wigtown Book Festival
Scotland’s National Book Town celebrates the dynamic
culture of Scotland’s Lowlands – home to so many
of the writers, thinkers, explorers and inventors who
forged today’s world.
26 September – 5 October 2014

Baxters’ Loch Ness Marathon & Festival of Running
Exciting activities complementing the popular
marathon, 10k, 5k and Wee Nessie races and Baxters’
Food & Drink Fayre.
28 September 2014

OCTOBER 2014

Deep Roots
Deep Roots is about self-discovery, searching for your
own history and tracing back through the story of the
Boyd family.
1 October – 31 December 2014

Creative Mackintosh
Celebrating renowned architect and designer
Charles Rennie Mackintosh through his buildings,
designs, arts and crafts across Greater Glasgow.
1 – 31 October 2014

Scotland’s Boat Show 2014
Scotland’s largest boat show features marine exhibitors
from across the UK, luxury cars, motorcycles,
and lifestyle exhibitions.
10 – 12 October 2014

Race the Castles Orienteering Tour
International orienteering brought to the ancient
streets of Edinburgh and Stirling, and to the mighty
forests of Deeside.
11 – 19 October 2014

Sound Festival 2014
An annual festival of new music focusing
on new approaches to the riches of traditional
and indigenous music.
23 October – 16 November 2014

Perthshire Amber
– The Dougie MacLean Festival 2014
Enjoy 10 days of world-class music and specially
curated Homecoming 2014 heritage events in stunning,
autumnal Perthshire.
24 October – 2 November 2014

Scottish International Storytelling Festival
A feast of traditional and contemporary storytelling
with song and music, for adults and young people.
24 October – 2 November 2014

An Fèis Mòr – Scotland’s Festival of Paddlesport
Paddlesport includes the Canoe Show featuring
equipment, talks and workshops, a canoe polo tournament,
pool slalom competition and the Tay Descent.
24 – 26 October 2014

NOVEMBER 2014

Commonwealth Fencing Championships 2014
A unique opportunity to watch this visually stunning
and exciting sport at its highest level while enjoying
a fantastic family experience.
10 – 15 November 2014

SOURCE: www.visitscotland.com

EVENTS LISTING 2014

 Scotland 2014
“Scotland can boast some of 

the most dramatic landscapes 
anywhere, with thousands of 

miles of coastline, the highest 
peaks in the UK and picturesque 

forests and glens.”

THE DONALD MACDONALD QUAICH
Sponsored by THE GLENCOE FOUNDATION

28TH ANNUAL CLASSICAL PIPING COMPETITION
FRIDAY 6TH JUNE AT 7:30PM

CLAN DONALD SKYE
ARMADALE, ISLE OF SKYE

COMPETITORS
ANGUS MACCOLL – SCOTLAND

IAIN SPEIRS – SCOTLAND
STUART LIDDELL - SCOTLAND
RODDY MACLEOD – SCOTLAND

WILLIAM MACCALLUM – SCOTLAND
ADJUDICATOR COLIN MACLELLAN

FEAR AN TAIGH DR. ANGUS MACDONALD
ALSO PIPE MUSIC BY BRIGHDE CAMPBELL AND SONGS BY MAIREAD STEWART

TICKETS FROM CLAN DONALD SKYE/ADULTS £8; CONCESSIONS £4
TICKETS INCLUDE A FINGER BUFFET AFTER THE COMPETITION: Tel: 01471 844305

WWW.CLANDONALD.COM
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S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

CROFT MOTORS
SERVICES
Unit 5B, Ben Nevis Estate
Fort William

Tel. 01397 703877

in our new look 

Tel: 01631 568020

Mercedes CLK - 320 - Elegance Convertible

£3250

Tel 01688 302044  or 07739183414

Dark blue/grey 
leather. 89,000m,  
service history,  
automatic,  MOT & 
TAX Oct 2014. Top of 
range,  every extra. 
Superb condition.

Vauxhall Vectra 2008 1.9 CDTi

£3250/offers

Tel. 07754 501769 / 07789 650398

120 Design 
Hatchback 77,000 
miles Tax Nov 2014 
MOT July 2014 
Serviced annually 
Tow Bar.

Lune Whammell

Tel: 01770 850275

Standing lugsail, day 
sailing/fishing boat by 
Character Boats. 17’x6’x1’6”. 
Tan sails, outboard well, 
launch trolley. 
Strong safe boat.

£1950

13 foot Open boat 

Tel: 07748 300573

Suitable for sea or loch 
fishing. Oars, anchor, 
reliable Yamaha 
outboard and trailer 
with winch for 1 man 
launch - recovery.

£950

23 Foot Cabin Cruiser

Tel: 01866 822597

Traditional larch on oak 
cruiser on road trailer. 
Yanmar 30 27 hp inboard 
diesel. Full specification 
available on request. 
Many extras. Lying 
Taynuilt.

£7,500 o.n.o.

Fiat Scudo 1.9 EL

£1,200 o.n.o.

Tel. 07789712810

03, MOT Feb 15, 
taxed till Sept.

Hyundai Accent

Offers

Tel: 07900 126937

54 reg, 1.3 petrol, 
MOT till November 2014, 

76,000 miles.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 
07923 091694 or email 

wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and 
camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

Vauxhall Corsa SXi+

£1800

Tel: 07769 266260

1.2, 70,000 miles
Mot’d until end of 
November
Taxed until end of June
Cheap to Insure, 
Cheap to run.

Compass Rambler 6 berth 2007

£6350

Tel: 01546 810371

18FT, motor mover, 
full awning and porch 
awning, side door 
garage stores 3 bikes, 
excellent condition, 
lots of extras.

Ford Fusion 2008 1.6 TDCI

£3200 o.n.o.

Telephone: 07810 481987

MOT and Taxed
£30 Road Tax
Up to 65 MPG
Great wee car.

WANTED

Telephone: 
07703490572 ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all 

pickups single or double cabs, 
any condition, runner or not, high 

miles no problem.

WANTED

Please telephone
07783 638067

Caravans and motorhomes
Any make, Model or condition. 

Instant decision 
and payment.

WANTED

Telephone 
07423736722

Any 4 x 4 vehicle, Landrover, 
Toyota, Mitsubishi etc, high 
mileage, any condition. Non 

runners/MOT failures accepted.

WANTED

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

All types of motor homes & 
caravanettes. Any age or condition. 

We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of 

touring caravans from 95 onwards. 

Seal 22

Tel: 01852 314128

Beautiful little cruiser, 
lifting keil, 4 berth, 
separate toilet, 
Yanmar OM10 inboard, 
diesel, gas ring, VHF, 
Furono GPS, well 
maintained craft.

£4,500

Honda Accord

£3,000 o.n.o.

Contact: 07732 975042

’05 plate, 2005, 
2.0 petrol,  55,000 
miles, MOT March, 
2015, Tax Nov, 2015, 
service history, 
CD player, Air Con.

Call now to 

in the Motoring 

Tel: 01631 568020

Volvo V70

£5,200

Tel: 07864 574221

SE model Tiptronic 
gearbox, heated seats, 5 
disk CD player, electric seats, 
windows & mirrors. Parking 
sensors.112.000 miles FSH 
MOT end March 2015, tax 
Sept 2014 Detachable tow 
bar with twin electrics.

VEHICLE HIRE AND SALES

BOATS FOR SALE

FINANCE AVAILABLE ON ALL NEW AND USED CARS
PLEASE CALL 01586 554480 FOR MORE INFORMATION

Burnbank Street, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6JD  
Telephone: (01586) 554480 Fax: (01586) 551414

Email:enquiries@kintyrehire.com

Honda Jazz SE Sport

Tel: 07110 600633 Mob: 07885 464346

CVT Gearbox
Reg Nov 2004, 
MOT & Taxed
27,000 miles only, 
Silver.

Subaru Legacy R. petrol

£5000 o.n.o.

Tel: 01631 564087  Mob: 07919301442

2007 - 57 plate
MOT October .Tax 31 
January 2015.
45560 miles with full 
service history.
Sale due to ill health.

Vauxhall Astra Estate 2006 

£2,500.

Tel: 01770 600238 (Arran)

1.8 Automatic 5 door
 MOT till May 2015
 54,000 miles only

L



Thursday 5 June, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 19MOTORS/PROPERTY

WANTED

New home registration statistics for 
the UK, released today by NHBC, show 
that the number of new homes being 
registered continues to improve on 
last year’s figures.

In total 34,239 houses were registered 
for the rolling quarter February to 
April, just over a 3 per cent increase 
on the same three month period last 
year (33,111). The month of April saw 
a 4 per cent increase compared to last 

April’s totals, (11,912 in 2014; 11,484 in 
2013), with it being the highest April 
total since 2007.

As the leading warranty and insur-
ance provider for new homes in the 
UK, NHBC’s registration statistics are a 
leading indicator of how the country’s 
new homes market is performing.

Commenting on the latest statistics, 
NHBC’s Commercial Director Richard 
Tamayo said: ‘Having seen very strong 

growth in 2013, it is comforting to see 
2014 consolidate and even improve 
on last year’s high volumes.

‘As production ramps up across the 
country it is vital that we are able to 
provide the support and guidance to 
the industry that is needed at this time 
as builders strive to meet the growing 
demand for more new homes that the 
UK clearly needs.’

TO LET

Good news on the home front

LETTINGS
COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY
SALES

PROPERTY REVIEWS
PROPERTY NEWS
LOCAL ESTATE 
AGENTS

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

Specialist Car Insurance

Call us today for a free,
no obligation quote.

COTTAGE FOR RENT

Situated in Morar close 
to the beach, this 

furnished 2-bedroom 
cottage is in excellent 
order and available for 
long term rental. £550 
per calendar month. 
References will be 
requested. Contact 
tougalneil@aol.co.uk 
for further details / 

photographs / viewings.

Window Blinds

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

WANTED URGENTLY

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

MOTORHOMES &
CARAVANS 
WE WONT BE BEATEN ON 
PRICE FINANCE SETTLED, 
INSTANT COLLECTION AND 
DIRECT PAYMENT.

Professional Person 
moving to Oban to start 

new job requires furnished 
accomodation to rent.

Please contact 
01631 568049 
for more details

Motor sailor “Penguin” IP23 

Phone Brian on 07712667542

Good condition with 28HP 
Kabota engine 10hrs only, 
fitted last year.
New roller reefer foresail. 
Marina dues paid at 
Dunstaffnage (ashore) 
until end of April.

£6000 o.n.o.

Mooring For Rent

Phone Brian on 07712667542

Eight Metre Mooring For Rent in 
Oban Bay.

Crown estate registered. 
Inspection yearly by Northwest Marine.

TERN - Sealine 218 motorboat

Tel: 07906 025678

204HP Volvo Penta 
stern drive,
9.8HP aux outboard,
Indespension trailer,
Moored in Loch Etive.

£16,000 o.n.o.

VW Golf Estate CL

Offers to Phone 01397 772670 
Text 07789 021830

Automatic, 
MOT February 2015, 
Tax to end August, 
Anti lock brakes, 
CD player, Tow Hitch, 
5 good tyres.

Swift Kon-tiki 640

£11,450

Mr Bailey.  01546 810260

6 Berth Camper Van. 
M reg. 2.5 turbo diesel.  
Taxed and Tested 
to October.  
44,000 genuine 
mileage.

Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCYC & D Mactaggart

Seabank, Low Askomil, Campbeltown

views over Campbeltown Loch.

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

(24-Hour Answering Service)

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

Three double bedrooms (two en-suite)
Vestibule, kitchen, utility room, living room, dining 

Offers in the region 
of £220,000

FOR SALE

Hunter Horizon 232

Tel: 01688 301145

23 ft. 4-berth cruiser, built 1996, 
with separate heads and galley.
9.9 Tohatsu outboard; road 
trailer and launching trolley. 
Everything in good condition; 
ashore Tobermory harbour.

£9,950 o.n.o.

Peugeot Partner Van

£1000 o.n.o.

Tel: 01586 552008 or 07711670698

Diesel 1868cc
05 plate, 4 months 
MOT and Road Tax
70,400 miles, slight 
dent on drivers side 
panel.

Renault Megane 

£650 o.n.o.

Tel: 07788 505224

Y reg, 1.9 Turbo Diesel,
6 months Tax and 
MOT, 4 new tyres, 
new brakes,
good condition for 
year, good on fuel.

Mercedes SL320

£3000

Tel: 01770 830277 - (Arran)

1994 127000 miles
Drives very smoothly 
and with masses of 
power
Coloured white - good 
condition mot & taxed.

2007 Mitsubishi Shogun Sport Trojan

£6,000 o.n.o.

Tel: 07765 388029

Immaculate 
condition, 12 months 
MOT, good tyres, usual 
mod cons - AC/EW. 
Drives like new.
May exchange for boat.

Ford Connect Refridgerated Van

£5,000

Tel: 01397 703038/705699

LWB, 2007, 
diesel, 
62,500 miles, 
MOT.

Renault Master Ex NHS mini bus

£2,500  Oban.

Tel: 07881626750

T reg, 1999, partially 
converted into camper 
van with ramp for 
disability, MOT to 
October, is taxed as 
disabled but on SORN 
meantime.

Suzuki GS500F

£1450

Tel: 01631 720380 or 07769 516134

54 plate, 8,000 
miles, Years MOT, 
New tyres and 
Serviced. 
Ideal Commuter.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

west coast
PROPERTY
west coast
PROPERTY
west coast
PROPERTY
west coast
PROPERTY
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Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a small 
team selling advertising and features for our well established, award 
winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant 
will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability and 
the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort. A full driving licence is essential.
Please apply by email with full C.V 
and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

ADVERTISING SALES 
EXECUTIVE

BASED IN OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 

+ Pension + Good Holidays

LOOKING FOR STAFF?
We have hundreds of job seekers 

waiting for you.
Call us today on 07826 926 060

or email
calum@argyll-recruitment.co.uk
sean@argyll-recruitment.co.uk

SENIOR REPORTER
Fort William

Based in our Fort William office we are inviting 
applications for a senior reporter.
As the position will be based in Fort William, 
knowledge of the area would be an advantage.
Financial assistance for accommodation where 
relevant may be available for the first three 
months.
We offer a good, competitive salary 
+ private health care 
+ enhanced pension 
+ life assurance 
+ excellent benefits and great working conditions 
Please apply by email with full C.V. and 
contact details to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

We want to 
hear from you 
if you have the 
appropriate 
experience and 
qualifications:

Journalism

Shorthand

Ambition and 
enthusiasm

Talent, self 
motivation and 
commitment

A full current 
driving licence

DUNOLLIE MUSEUM,
CASTLE & GROUNDS

with sales and marketing background to review, 
improve and expand our marketing and sales 

strategies. Applicants must have graduated in a 
relevant subject within the last 24 months.

For a full job description contact
jane@dunollie.org or

Closing date 8th June 2014
Dunollie Projects Ltd.North Wing, Dunollie House, 

west coast recruitment

CLASS 4 MOT
TESTER/MECHANIC

Required to carry out MOT’s servicing 
and repairs on cars and light 

commercials, must be current tester 
and have experience with most makes 
and models.  Contact Mr K Astles on 

01631 566502 for more details.

COWAL DESIGN
CONSULTANTS

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER/TECHNICIAN
Cowal Design Consultants provide engineering 
consultancy services throughout Argyll, The 
Highlands and Islands and Central Scotland

a chartered engineer or technician.  The right 
candidate will have experience in residential 

and commercial developments. 

Interested applicants should send their CV and 

Chefs & full kitchen 
porter required

Competitive rates of pay 
– positions subject to 
trial shift & references

Please apply 
directly to russell@
theislayhotel.com or 
call and ask to speak 
to Andy Dyke (head 

chef) on 01496 30010

Barcaldine, By Oban

WANTED
Part time seasonal shed builder/ joiner.

Previous experience advantageous
Wages depending on experience

Immediate start

P/T Family Support Coordinator
on Mull
15 hours per week Salary : £19817 pro rata

We are looking for someone who understands 
the needs of young families, the management of 
volunteers and the ability to maintain a creative 
approach to the post. Must have own transport.
For more information and an application pack please 
contact Aileen Binner (scheme manager)
Tel: 01631 566749 or
email homestartlorn@btconnect.com 
Home-Start Lorn is committed to equal opportunities. 
Closing Date : 20th June 2014

Home-Start
Lorn

MOORINGS
TECHNICIAN

We currently have a vacancy for
a Moorings Technician.

Working in a small team, the successful applicant will assist with the 
servicing of Marine Harvest mooring and pen requirements. Due to 
the location of some of our sites there will be a requirement to work 
away from home from time to time. The position will require working 

a 40 hour week on any five out of seven days. 

The successful candidate should have a good working knowledge 
of the principals behind mooring fish farm cages and will preferably 

have had some practical experience.  Experience is certainly an 
advantage although not essential as training will be provided. 

Flexibility, the ability to work in a small team without close 
supervision and a clean driving licence are essential requirements. 

If you would like to be considered for this post, please apply in 
writing, no later than Friday 13th June 2014 to:

Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) Ltd, Business Resource Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial 

Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT.

Loch Nevis, Mallaig

Store Manager
Up to £25,000 | Inveraray
Experience a career with a difference with the UK’s largest 
community retailer. We’re looking to grow further and 
continue investing in our future. One you could be part of 
if you share our belief in putting our customers, our people 
and the local community at the heart of everything you do.

Leading by example, you’ll inspire and coach your team 
to deliver an amazing customer experience. Possessing 
a strong commercial focus you’ll also improve store 
standards and increase sales. Bringing an uncompromising 
passion and positive energy to everything you do, you’ll 
also ideally have retail management experience gained in 
a fast paced environment like ours. 

Our tailored training will help you develop your own 
leadership style, offer a clear career path and provide you 
with plenty of opportunity to progress. So, if you’ve got what 
it takes, develop your career with a truly ethical retailer.

To find out more or to apply, please visit 
www.co-operative.jobs/food and search 
reference FO26176.

A great store needs
great people. 

We are passionate about equal opportunities 
and welcome a broad diversity of talent to apply.

Experienced tanker driver required 
for arctic driving and rigid work

Campbeltown based

Contact Alan Shaw for further details
tanker training provided, if required.

D McNair & Son Ltd, Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, PA28 6EG
Tel: 01586 552020 E-mail: alan.shaw@dmcnairshipping.com 

Established and Trading within Argyll since 1903 – 110 years serving the community

WANTED
Dental nurse

for maternity cover.
Please apply in writing to:

F. G. Paterson, Practice Manager,
JC + IM Duncan, Campbeltown Dental 
Centre, Ralston Road, Campbeltown.

Versatile person required for small charter boat 
operating from Oban.

We require someone who is a capable cook as 
well as able to carry out other deckhand duties 

when needed. 

07775 508 242 or 01389 877 028 

Argyll Voluntary Action seeks to recruit an organised and motivated 
individual to become our ‘Third Sector and Volunteering Support Officer’ 
for the Oban, Lorn & the Isles area.
This post sits within the core functions of Argyll Voluntary Action and 
encompasses support to third sector organisations at all levels and support 
to volunteer involving organisations. Working in partnership with third sector 
and public sector agencies is key to its success.  Initially, this is a 2 year post, 
16 hours per week, with potential to develop.
Salary: £21,450.00 pro rata.
Annual Leave: 32 days pro rata inclusive of public holidays.
Location: Oban based.
For job description and application form:  email kathleen@argyllvoluntaryaction.
org.uk  or telephone 01631 564839 for informal discussion.
Closing date: 20th June 2014.  Interview date: 11th July 2014.
Argyll Voluntary Action is a Scottish Charity SC029947 and Co ltd by guarantee 277345

SEASONAL STAFF 
REQUIRED
Black Corries Estate, 
Glencoe
HOUSEKEEPER:
Every Sunday (20th July 
- 28th September). 
CHILDMINDER: 10th 
October - 21st October 
(October holidays).
Very good rates of pay, 
travel time paid.
Contact: blackcorries@
googlemail.com or 
079200 44058 for 
further details.

GENERAL 
FARM 

WORKER 
REQUIRED

to assist with 
sheep & cattle 

on upland farm. 
Accommodation 

available
John Laidlaw, 

Knowehead Farm, 
Kippen

Tel 01786 870488

The Landscaping Centre Oban
Unit 1, Lochavullin Drive. 01631 571777

Landscaping & Maintenance team vacancies.
All applicants must be experienced in either Garden 
Maintenance or Hard landscaping such as Paving, 
Fencing etc. Full driving license and commitment to 
work hard as part of a team.
Positions are temporary but may lead to permanent. 

Please email: tlc@tlcoban.co.uk
or apply instore with a current CV.
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publicnotices
CROFTING COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

RECTIFICATION OF 
FIRST REGISTRATION OF 

COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have submitted a rectification 
since the registration of the 
following Common Grazings 
on the Crofting Register held 
by the Registers of Scotland.

Kilchoan Common Grazings, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart
Registration Number: CG51
Reason for rectification: 1) 
Church area not part of the 
common grazings so was 
removed. 2) Decrofted area 
surrounding apportionment 
removed.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal must 
be brought within 9 months 
from the date of this advert 
and should be made directly 
to the Land Court.

Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home

www.highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS)  (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be 
examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) 
at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at 
http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period 
indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should 
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 
representations in respect of this proposal. 

PROPOSAL ON OPTIONS FOR IMPROVING 
THE ACCOMMODATION AT STRONTIAN PRIMARY SCHOOL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
The Highland Council has published a consultative paper on options for improving the 
accommodation at Strontian Primary School. The paper has been issued under the terms of the 
Council’s agreed procedure under the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.
The consultation period will begin on Friday 23 May 2014 and will finish on Friday 11 July 2014. 
During this period members of the public are invited to comment on the consultative proposal.
Arrangements have been made for representatives of the Highland Council to meet with parents, 
children and other members of the public to discuss the proposal at a public meeting to be held on:
Monday 9 June 2014, at 7pm at Strontian Primary School and Community Hall, Strontian
All comments made in writing or at the public meeting will be presented in due course to the 
Education, Adult and Children’s Services Committee for their consideration.  As this is a public 
consultation, written submissions, and a note of the meeting, will be made available to the public 
and any comments submitted may be published on the Council’s website – www.highland.gov.uk.  
Hard copies of the report have been made available from the Area Care and Learning Office, 
Camaghael Hostel, Fort William; Ardnamurchan Library; the Acharacle Service Point; and the Area 
Care and Learning Office, Elgin Hostel, Portree.  Alternatively the proposals can be viewed online 
at: www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

14/01956/FUL Land West of Sandavore 
Farm, Isle of Eigg

Erection of house

14/02033/FUL Land at Achintee Farm 
Guest House, Achintee
Fort William

Erection of tearoom

14/02046/PIP Craigahulish, Achaphubil
Fort William

Erection of a single 1.5 to 
1.75 storey house

14/02047/PIP Land 83 Metres North of 
Garvan House, Fort William 

Erect house and double 
garage

14/02050/PIP Land West of Craigahulish 
Achaphubil, Fort William

Erection of house

14/01960/FUL Invasion Bay Fish Farm
Laudale, Ardgour

Marine Fish Farm - Atlantic 
Salmon - Retrospective 
application for the 
installation of 14 No. 24m 
x 24m pens in 2 groups, 
(2x4) and (2x6) within an 
existing farm site 

Time period for comments is 14 days. 
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

PROPOSED LET OF A CROFT/
PART OF A CROFT

Mrs Deborah Carmichael, Torran 
Cottage, Tomonie, Banavie, Fort 
William, PH33 7LX is applying 
to the Crofting Commission for 
consent to let the tenancy of the 
croft at 20&21 Badabrie, to Mr 
Ian Carmichael, Torran Cottage, 
Tomonie, Banavie, Fort William, 
PH33 7LX.
If you are a crofter, shareholder or 
owner of a croft in the township, 
or if the Commission consider 
that you have a direct interest in 
this application, you may submit 
comments on the proposal in 
writing or some other permanent 
form to the Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW
(email: info@crofting.scotland.
gov.uk) within 28 days from the 
date of publication of  the advert. 
Please note that any comments 
you provide are part of an open 
process and will be made available 
to interested parties.
Your comments would also be 
released under a Freedom of 
Information enquiry.

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
SUBSEA PIPELINE, MULL TO IONA

Notice is hereby given that Scottish Water has applied 
to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, 
under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in 
respect of a Subsea Pipeline from Mull to Iona:

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Fionnphort Post Office, Fionnphort, 
Mull and Iona Post Office, Iona.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice or 
by email: MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.
uk, quoting reference:
05232
Mr E Douglas, Scottish Water

Cost £1million
Location Latitude Longitude

  Co-ordinates Co-ordinates
Mull to Iona 56°19.982 N 06°22.072 W

  56°20.225 N 06°23.086 W

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/00195/PP Alterations and change of use of 
dwellinghouse to guesthouse and 
installation of replacement septic 
tank (retrospective)

Aspen Lodge Glencruitten Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 

Oban Area Office

14/00995/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land South of Ballimackillichan Isle 
of Lismore Oban Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Lismore

14/01031/PP Conversion of farm steading to form 
residential accommodation and office 
space

Totronald Isle of Coll Argyll and 
Bute PA78 6TB 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Coll

14/01092/PPP Renewal of planning permission in 
principle 11/00946/PPP - Site for the 
erection of 3 dwellinghouses

Land North of St Conans Kirk 
Lochawe Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

14/01166/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land West of Tigh Na Crois 
Portnacroish Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

14/01167/PPP Site for the formation of a car park Land East of Myrtle Cottage 
Portnacroish Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

14/01242/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
formation of vehicular access

Land West of Cuin Beag (Plot 1) 
Dervaig Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dervaig

14/01268/PP Extension of sea wall Land at Former Pier Building Pier 
Road Scarinish Isle of Tiree Argyll 
and Bute 

Tiree Area Office

14/01309/PPP Renewal of planning permission in 
principle reference 11/00659/PPP 
(Site for the erection of a croft house)

Croft 1 Kilvaree Connel Oban Argyll 
and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Connel

14/01311/PPP Renewal of planning permission in 
principle reference 11/00606/PP (Site 
for the erection of a dwellinghouse)

Croft 7 Kilvaree Connel Oban Argyll 
and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

14/01313/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse. Land East of Traighuaine Arduaine 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4QX

Sub Post Office 
Ardfern

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/01210/PP Installation of woodburning stove and 
flue to rear of building

Shore Cottage Taynuilt Argyll and 
Bute PA35 1JQ 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 AS AMENDED 
BY THE PLANNING ETC. (SCOTLAND) ACT 2006

REQUISITE NOTICE UNDER SECTION 35
Proposed development at Balemartine Baptist Church Balemartine Isle of Tiree Argyll and Bute PA77 6UA

Planning reference number: 14/01196/PP

NOTICE is hereby given that an application is being made to Argyll and Bute Council by Ms Catriona Spink for Change 
of use from former church (class 10) to dwellinghouse (class 9). Erection of single storey front and rear extension, 
installation of septic tank.

Any owner (being any person who, in respect of any part of the land, is the proprietor of the dominium utile or is the 
lessee under a lease thereof of which not less than 7 years remain unexpired) of the land to which the application 
relates, who wishes to make representations to the above-mentioned Council about the application should make them 
in writing not later than 26th June 2014 to the Council at Planning and Regulatory Services, Municipal Buildings, 
Albany Street, Oban PA34 4AW

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

COUNCILLOR SURGERY
Councillor Roddy McCuish (E.W.4 Oban South and the Isles) 
Councillor Roddy McCuish will be holding a surgery on Friday 13th June 2014 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany 
Street, Oban from 3.00pm to 5.00pm.
He can also be contacted by by e mail – roderick.mccuish@argyll-bute.gov.uk or by telephone 01631 567854

AREA COMMITTEE MEETING
A Meeting of the Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area Committee will be held in the Corran Halls, Oban

At 10:30am - Wednesday 11th June 2014

Members of the public are welcome to attend and a public question time will take place during the meeting. Questions can 
be asked on the day or can be submitted in advance to the Area Governance Manager, 22 Hill Street, Dunoon PA23 7AP. 
Telephone: 01369 707134.

The Agenda for the meeting will be available to view from Wednesday 4th May at the Service Point, Municipal Buildings, 
Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW and at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Douglas Hendry, Executive Director – Customer Services

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Benderloch & 
North Connel 
Drama Club

AGM
Royal Hotel, Oban

Thursday 26th June 
2014, 7.30pm
New Members 

Welcome

Your advert.

Every Scottish weekly.

A bigger Scottish 
audience than 
Coronation Street*. 0131 555 7407

local-scotland@mediaforce.co.uk

Cover It All is an amalgamation of CN Media Group, DC Thomson, Dumfriesshire Newspapers, E&R Inglis, 
Johnston Press, Orkney Media Group, Romanes Media Group, Scottish Provincial Press, Trinity Mirror Regionals, 
Wigtown Free Press and Wyvex Media, reaching over 1.6 million readers*.
This package can only be purchased through Mediaforce. *Source: GB TGI 2013 Q4, Jicreg October 2013

Cover it all.

One call.

WHAT TYPES OF INTERVIEW ARE THERE?
If you’ve not had an interview for a while, it’s worth knowing that organisations use different 
types of interview for different types of job. Some of the most common are:
Competency-based
These focus on the skills and attributes needed. You’ll have to relate your skills and experi-
ence to the job in question.
Technical
These are for technical positions such as IT or engineering jobs. You will probably be asked 
to display your technical knowledge of a certain process or skill. They may ask you to do this 
by talking about your previous experience or by asking you hypothetical questions, such as 
“what would you do if you were working on this project?”
Face-to-face
The interviewer meets with the candidate in person.
Telephone
Some organisations use these as the first stage of screening. You may be warned in advance 
or contacted out of the blue. First impressions count, so you should prepare for a telephone 
interview just as much as you would for a face-to-face interview. Unless it takes place on a 
videophone, you won’t need to worry about what you are wearing at the time.
Panel
This is when more than one person interviews you. Usually, one person chairs the interview 
and panel members take it in turns to ask you different questions. You should direct your 
answer mainly towards the panel member that asked the question.

HOW DO I NEGOTIATE SALARY?
For some jobs (usually in the private sector) where a salary is not stated, you may have to 
negotiate your salary. This will usually happen when you are offered the job.
Some tips:
> ask them what the salary range is for similar jobs in the company
> get an idea of what the going rate is for the job – check other job ads
> if you’re asked what salary you are expecting, answer quickly and confidently - don’t 

dither
> start high, and meet in the middle if necessary
> don’t ask about salary or benefits before you’ve been offered the job.

WHICH QUESTIONS SHOULD I ASK AT THE END OF THE INTERVIEW?
At the end of the interview you usually get the opportunity to ask your own questions. You 
should always ask at least one question, to show your enthusiasm and interest in the job.

Here are some examples:
> Can you describe a typical day?
> What training do you offer?
> Ask about something you read about in your research – such as a new product or service
> Who will I be working with?
> Who will my manager be?
> Where do I fit into the organisational structure?
> How much of my time will be spent on this task?
> How do you see the role developing?
> When will you let me know the outcome of the interview?

WHAT IF I GET ASKED ABOUT SKILLS OR EXPERIENCE I DON’T HAVE?
You can face questions like this if you’re applying for promotion or going for a career change. 
As a general rule, however, you should apply for jobs for which you have most of the skills. 
Do not worry if you haven’t got one or two of the required skills. Remember, the person 
specification is an ideal, and no one person might match the ideal.
However, you will have to show that you have the potential to develop these missing skills. 
You can do this by describing times when you’ve:
> been given extra responsibilities
> been left in charge
> showed this skill on an informal basis, either in work or at home.

For example, if you’re applying for a job as an ambulance care assistant, you know it is es-
sential to know how to carry patients and secure them in the vehicle. You could mention 
how you’ve done this with small children or elderly relatives, so you are aware of the need for 
safety. You need to show that you’re aware of the need for the skill, and that you’re capable 
of developing it.
If you have no related experience, describe how you would act if you were placed in this 
situation. For example, if you had to deal with a difficult customer you could explain how you 
would approach it: stay calm, be polite and be clear on what your roles are.
Explain how you approach learning new skills, and that you are a keen and efficient learner. 
You may also score points if you describe how you handle tasks that don’t play to your 
natural strengths. It would show you are willing to adapt and take on tasks that do not come 
that naturally to you.

WHAT SHOULD I DO THE NIGHT BEFORE THE INTERVIEW?
It’s important to prepare for interviews.
But the night before the interview you shouldn’t put in too much work, so try to relax. Last 
minute “cramming” might only stress you out.

WHAT IF I WAS FIRED FROM MY LAST JOB?
If you were laid off as part of a general reduction in the workforce, be honest about it but 
then move on quickly.
If you were fired for misconduct or not fulfilling your responsibilities as laid out in your con-
tract, deal with this differently. Admit to occasional failings if you can show that you’ve learnt 
from them. For instance, if you lost motivation, became lazy and got caught, describe how 
you intend to stay motivated in future. If you broke company policy, you could say you were 
going through personal or financial problems at the time, but that they have been resolved.
You should check out your referees: if it was your last boss who fired you, and you have to list 
the person for a reference, phone and try to clear the air. Say you understand why you were 
fired, but you’ve learned from the experience and are looking to start afresh.
Explain that you’re looking for a reference as you’re looking for work. Ask what they would 
say about you. Ask if they would say you were fired or if they would say you resigned. Not 
many bosses would keep giving you a bad reference to prevent you getting new work.
Even with these questions, honesty is the best policy. But always end with a positive, and 
show how you learnt from a negative experience.

WHAT IF I GET ASKED WHY I’VE BEEN OUT OF WORK FOR A LONG TIME?
First, stress any positive activities you’ve undertaken during your period out of work.
Such as:
> voluntary work
> courses
> keeping up with developments in your field
> treating job seeking as a full-time job
> keeping fit
> networking.

You can also say that you were being selective, and not taking the first job that came along. 
Stress that you were waiting for the right opportunity, such as the job being offered by the 
employer interviewing you.

WHAT IF I VOLUNTARILY LEFT MY JOB?
Make sure you state positive reasons for leaving.
The best reason is to say that you wanted a fresh challenge, and you wanted to fully concen-
trate your efforts on finding your next opportunity. Reflect positively on your time in your 
previous job - describe how you developed in the role and say you were grateful for the 
opportunity.

Interview FAQs
Preparation for your interview is time well spent. Read on to find out more about what you can expect to face in the interview, and tips on how to deal with the more difficult questions.

west coast recruitment
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TO YOUR 
CLASSIFIEDS

AND INCREASE YOUR 
CHANCES OF SELLING

Things to remember when placing your ad
Product title i.e acoustic guitar
Product description (approx 15-20 words)
Selling price
Contact telephone number
Item location (as we cover a  fairly large geographical area
it is helpful if buyers know where the item is located)

NOW JUST £15 FOR TWO WEEKS
(6X1 COLOUR AD WITH PHOTO) Advert runs for two weeks (price includes VAT)

The Oban Times reserves the right not to use photos that do not comply with our terms and conditions. 
No trade advertisers in private sales. All boats, cars and trailers must appear in Drive Times.

Three easy ways to place
your photo advert:

Online at

Telephone 01631 568 000
or 01397 703 003

Or bring your photo in

ADD A
PHOTO

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE.................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

has changed!

FREE LISTINGS FOR
ITEMS UNDER £100

We’ve increased the minimum value for free 
listings to apply to items worth £100 or less. Plus, 
draw attention to your item with our new photo 
and description box for just £15 for two weeks.

NEW CLASSIFIED PRICES:
Items under £100 - FREE

Items over £100 - £10 for 2 weeks
Boxed ads - £12.50 for 2 weeks
Add a photo - £15 for 2 weeks

All inclusive of VAT. Maximum 25 words. 20 words for 
photo ads. Terms & conditions apply. Book online.

For photo ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk/photo

For text only ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Or telephone 01631 568000

3 PIECE SUITE

£75 ono
TELEPHONE
01397 712747
(GAIRLOCHY)

In very good condition,
buyer uplifts

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk FREE LISTINGS FOR FREE LISTINGS FOR 

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also  

Farming

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

£1995

2004 Suzuki 500 
engine, 2/4WD, 

hi/lo auto, front rack, 
tipping pickup bed plus 

sidebins, good tyres.

Minard, L. Fyne. 
Tel: 01546 886275

ARCTIC CAT QUAD

£3000

2wd, Very good 
condition inside + out

Reliable workhorse
Good hydraulics

Good tyres.

07598 712565/ 
07707 117290

MASSEY FERGUSON 550 TRACTOR

BMC
STREETRACER

£850
TELEPHONE
01586 810276

SR01 105 Top of the range 
Aluminium & carbon frame 
& forks. Full Shimano 105 

groupset, 2 x R500’s with brand 
new Continental Ultra Sport. 

Possible delivery, immaculate

BENTWOOD
CHAIRS

£85
TELEPHONE
01880 740250

4 BLACK Bentwood Chairs
(Clachan)

 BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY CLOTHES BOY/
UNISEX 0-3MTH very 
nice bundle of boy/unisex 
clothes 0-3mths (second 
hand) 78pcs. Buyer collects 
or delivery to Oban can be 
arranged,  £55 Telephone 
01852 500755.
BABY CLOTHES GIRL 
0-3MTHS  very nice bun-
dle of girl clothes 0-3mths, 
second hand, 16pcs. Buyer 
collects or delivery to Oban 
can be arranged,  £20 Tel-
ephone 01852 500755.
GRACO CAR SEAT 4-12 
YEARS  15-26 kg, suitable 
4 to 12 years, removable 
back to use as booster seat, 
immaculate condition,  £20 
Telephone 01631 570190.

 BICYCLES
BOYS MOUNTAIN BIKE 
Muddy Fox full suspension, 
6 speed, 20” wheels, suit 
8-11 yr old. VGC, complete 
with pump, lights, mud-
guards, lock. Cost £75,  £50 
Telephone 01631 358473.
CHILD SEAT best quality 
“Co-pilot Taxi” child bike 

seat - including rack. Suits 
up to 18kg. Excellent condi-
tion,  £40 Telephone 07973 
176330.

GIRLS FIRST BIKE Mer-
ida. Girls pink. 12” wheels 
starter pedal bike. Well 
cared for,  £35 Telephone 
07973 176330.
ROAD BIKE rebuilt 56cm 

2x9 compact. Alloy with 
carbon fork, electric blue. 
Components new or lit-
tle used. Suit 5’8” to 6’. 
Bargain,  £360 Telephone 
07973 176330.
SPECIALIZED BAL-
ANCE BIKE girls pink / 
white, good condition. Best 
way to learn without stabi-
lisers. 12” wheels. Suitable 
from around age 3,  £35 
Telephone 07973 176330.

 BUILDING / DIY
3 GABION BASKETS 
unused 1m x 1m x 1m,  £75 
Telephone 01631 563050.
HARDWOOD PLANKS 
selection of hardwood 
planks varying in size from 
3-4 inches thick by max 
8ft long by 1ish ft wide, 
seasoned and ready to use,  
£55 Telephone 007719 
208250.
TENG SOCKET SET 42 
piece, used once,  £99.99 
Telephone 01586 552008 or 
07711 670698.
WEST HIGHLAND 
SLATES approx 4500 good 
sizes, offers. Telephone 
07721 623854.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
THULE ROOF BARS 
Thule Rapid System 135cm 
Roof Bars with Thule 
TU951 14cm Gutter Feet. 
Used once so like new. Cost 
£85 new,  £50 Telephone 
07775 683170.

 CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

5 GALLON waster water 
container,  £5 Telephone 
01631 720501.
FRESH WATER Aquaroll,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
720501.
STABILISER anti swing, 
in a bag, as new,  £25 Tel-
ephone 01631 720501.
STABILISER no bag,  £10 
Telephone 01631 720501.
WASTE WATER Waste-
master,  £16 Telephone 
01631 720501.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

AGA/NOBEL COOKER 
-

ephone 07554 541548.
VAX UPRIGHT CLEAN-
ER Vax bagless upright 

vacuum cleaner. Excellent 
condition,  £60 Telephone 
01631 710432.

DOMESTIC PETS
ADORABLE SMALL 
MALTESE Terrier/ Bichon 

ball of fun, vet checked and 
wormed, both parents can 
be seen, ready now,  £500 
Telephone 07771 930975².

 FURNITURE

BOOKCASE solid pine, 
H4’xW3’, 4 shelves, ball 
feet, good condition,  £40 
Telephone 01631 564988.
CREAM SWIVEL CHAIR 
with footstool,  £50 Tel-
ephone 01546 886215.

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

ROWING MACHINE 
BR3050,  £50 Telephone 
01546 886215.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Blue 
and Baby Pink colours in 
stock available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print. 
Telephone 01586 554975.

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

WHITE JMB 16” TV/DVD  
player with built in freeview, 
immaculate condition,  £45 
Telephone 01631 570190.

 HOME
FURNISHINGS

DINING CHAIRS 6 x din-
ing chairs, red padded faux 
leather high back chairs, 
average condition, email 
for photos jamie@beam-
ish.me.uk,  £75 Telephone 
01866 833202.
TWO CANE CONSERVA-
TORY CHAIRS two cane 
chairs with cushion seat and 
backs, excellent condition, 
space needed. Price for 
two chairs,  £75 Telephone 
01631 566549.

 HOME OFFICE
COMPUTER DESK on 
wheels, shelf under and 
lower shelf for printer,  £30 
Telephone 01770 8030301.
OFFICE SWIVEL 
CHAIRS X 2 as new,  £50 
for two Telephone 01586 
552008 or 07711 670698.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

KITCHEN SINK single 
basin, left hand drainer 
kitchen sink, plus a set of 
mixer taps,  £60 Telephone 
07516 444905.
PALE BLUE BATHROOM 
SUITE “Ideal Standard” 
symphonic wc/cistern, 

in good condition,  £20 
Telephone 01866 822349.
QUADRANT SHOWER 
DOORS two curved quad-
rant glass shower doors. 
Brand new, still in box,  £60 
Telephone 01880 740655.

LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

YVES SAINT LAURENT 

Farming Focus
with Lucy Sumsion, NFU Scotland 

regional manager covering Argyll and 
the Islands, including Arran

Progress on control of sheep scab
EARLY this week NFU Scotland 
held a meeting in Edinburgh with 
other partner organisations to discuss 
progress on the control of sheep scab. 

diseases for Scottish sheep farmers 
and costs UK sheep farmers in excess 

welfare implications of sheep scab 
are all related to the intense irritation 
associated with the feeding of sheep 
scab mites on the skin surface, result-
ing in the sheep rubbing, kicking, 
scratching and nibbling the affected 
area. As the disease progresses, the 
mites move away from the drying 
scab, outwards across the body, 
spreading the lesion further. Scottish 
Government data suggests that around 
15 per cent of sheep-keepers in 
Scotland will experience sheep scab 
in any given year. 

Sheep scab was eradicated from the 
UK in 1952 but it reappeared in 1973 
and spread rapidly, triggering the 
introduction of compulsory dipping. 
Since the removal of compulsory 
dipping in 1992 the incidence of sheep 
scab has again risen considerably. 

New legislation to deal with the 
increasing incidence of sheep scab 
in Scotland was introduced in 2010 
and this put a legal obligation on 
any person who suspects that sheep 
are infected by sheep scab to notify 
the Divisional Veterinary Manager 
(DVM) as soon as possible. Move-
ment restrictions then apply until 
the affected sheep are either treated, 
slaughtered or a negative veterinary 
diagnosis is obtained.

-
tions since the introduction of the 
Order, NFU Scotland, in collaboration 
with Scottish Government and 
Moredun Scientists, have been able 
to identify areas where sheep scab is 
either absent or present at very low 
levels. 

Within Argyll and Bute the data col-
lected so far suggests that sheep scab 
is either absent from Mull or present 

at very low levels. Scientists from 
the Moredun Research Institute have 
developed a new diagnostic blood test 
and, in partnership with Mull vets, it 
is being used on an island-wide basis 
(Isles of Mull & Iona) to determine 

scab. NFU Scotland and the Scottish 
Government are funding the work 
and the results for sheep keepers on 
the island could save them money 
by targeting treatments and avoiding 
losses from the disease. The testing 
started last summer and was recently 
completed with a total of 710 sheep 
tested over 57 premises across Mull  
and Iona. No sheep scab mites or 

of the animals tested. This represents 
the mid way point in the study and so 
far it would appear that Mull and Iona 
are effectively free from sheep scab. 
I am sure farmers and crofters there 
would like to keep scab off the islands 
and the second phase of the study will 
follow up a subsample of the original 

the islands are potential indicators of 
the current disease status and will also 
be tested. 

NFU Scotland would like to remind 
farmers and crofters that the Sheep 
Scab (Scotland) Order 2010 places a 
legal obligation on any person who 
has reason to believe that sheep in 
their possession or care have sheep 
scab to notify their local DVM as 
soon as possible. These measures 
also enable enforcement action to 
be taken against those owners and 
keepers whose sheep are suspected 
of having scab, but who repeatedly 
fail to take the necessary action to 
treat, undermining the efforts of the 
majority to prevent the spread of the 
disease. Whilst the project on Mull il-
lustrates what can be done in an island 
context in order to get this disease 
under control across all of Argyll and 
Bute it needs to be pro-actively dealt 
with. Farmers, crofters and their vets 
need to work with the local DVM to 
get on top of this costly disease.

AT OBAN Caledonian Marts Livestock Centre 
184 store cattle sold and 36 OTM cattle sold on 
Tuesday May 13 to almost record levels.

Ninety-seven bullocks averaged 255p per kilo, 
75 heifers averaged 228p per kilo and 36 OTMs 
averaged 121p per kilo. 

Topping the bullock section at 306p per kg 
were three 235kg Shorthorns from Fergus Lyon, 
Fernoch, Lochgilphead, which was closely fol-
lowed at 302p per kilo for a 235kg Limousin from 
Gordon Brechin, Upper Largie, Kilmartin.

Top gross price for bullocks was £1,060 for a 
455kg Limousin from Bruce Campbell, Achna-
creebeg, North Connel, again closely followed 
at £1,030 for a 415kg Charolais from Duncan 
Buchanan, Shenavallie, Benderloch.

Leading the heifer section at 298p per kilo 
were two 225kg Limousins from David Colthart, 
Achnacone, Appin, selling to £790 for two 
315kg Limousins from S H Troughton, Ardachy, 
North Connel, closely followed at £780 again for 
a 315kg Limousin from Bruce Campbell.

OTM cows sold to 141p per kg for a 510kg 
Simmental from A Mcdonald, east Hynish, Isle 
of Tiree and to £890 for a 670kg Limousin from 
Douglas McDonald, Tyree, Benderloch.

Breeding cattle sold to £1,080 for a Limousin 
cow with Limousin calf from Mrs C Sinclair, 
Ardconnel, Connel.

Leading prices per head: Bullocks: £1,010 
Achnacreebeg; £970 Achnaba; £960 Achna-
creebeg; £955 Ardachy; £900 Stroneskar and 
Daltote; £870 Achnaba and Shenavallie; £865 
Inion. Heifers:  £770 Kilbride (Anderson); £760 
Tyree; £750 Ardachy; £740 Upper Largie; £710 
Tyree, Daltote and Kilbride; £700 Daltote.

Leading prices per kilo: Bullocks: 290p 
Ardachy; 287p Inshaig; 279p Inion; 276p Fer-
noch; 273p Achnacreebeg; 272p Ardachy; 269p 
Glencreran.

Heifers: 262p Upper Largie; 256p Aird (M 
Campbell); 251p Ardachy; 250p Tyree; 247p 
Sithean; 241p Daltote and Kilbride. 

Breeding Cattle - Aberdeen Angus cow and 
calf £1,020 Treshnish; Limousin cow and calf 
£1,000 Ardconnel.

OTM per head: £850 and £830 South Ardna-

clach; £820 and £800 Rhulios; £810 Scamma-
dale; £790 Kengharair and East Hynish; £780 
Turnault; £770 Achnacreebeg.

Sheep:
Store hoggs (203) averaged £59.75 selling to 

£90 for a pen of 10 Suffolks from D Gilbert, 
Ardshellach, Ardmaddy. A total of 239 feeding 
ewes averaged £48.97 selling to £87 for a Texel 

Six Tups averaged £87.67 selling to £106 for 
a Texel from John Cameron, Strontollier, Glen-
lonan closely followed at £105 from T Wright, 
Knockdhu, Taynuilt. Leading prices: Hoggs: £82 
Ardshellach and Upper Largie; £76 Pennygown; 
£75 House of Keil; £70 Tyree and Dalvore; £65 
Homestead and Tyree; £64 Dunach and Kinlo-
chlaich; £67 Turnault.

Ewes -  £78 Balure of Shian; £74 Braefoot; £68 
Shenavallie; £64 Poltalloch, Upper Largie and 
Kinlochlaich; £58 Barranrioch; £57 Alaval; £59 
Shenavallie; £56 Dunach. 

OBAN - Caledonian Marts sold 172 store cat-
tle. Bullocks (97) averaged 255P to 306p per kg 
for three 235kg Shorthorn from Fernoch, Loch-
gilphead and £1,060 gross for a 455kg Limousin 
from Achnacreebeg, North Connel.

Heifers (75) averaged 200p to 298p per kg for 
two 225kg Limousins from Achnacone, Appin 
and £790 gross for two 315kg Limousins from 
Ardachy, North Connel.

Leading Prices – Bullocks - £ per head, 
0-250kgs – £720 Fernoch; 251-300kgs - £855 
Ardachy; 301-350kgs - £900 Stroneskar; 351-
400kgs - £955 Ardachy; 401-450kgs - £1,030 
Shenavallie; 451-500kgs - £1060 Achnacreebeg.

Leading Prices – Heifers - £ per head, 0-250kgs 
– £670 Achnacone; 251-300kgs -£710 Kilbride; 
301-350kgs - £790 Ardachy; 351-400kgs - £770 
Kilbride. Leading Prices – Bullocks – p per kilo, 
0-250kgs – 306p Fernoch; 251-300kgs – 290p 
Aird; 301-350kgs – 279p Inion; 351-400kgs 
– 258p Ardachy; 401-450kgs – 248p Shenaval-
lie; 451-500kgs – 233p Achnacreebeg.

Leading Prices – Heifers – p per kilo: 0-250kgs 
– 298p Achnacone; 251-300kgs – 262p Upper 
Largie; 301-350kgs – 251p Ardachy; 351-400kgs 
– 200p Kilbride.

Trade for both cattle and sheep 
soars to close on record levels

for a prestigious award, the winner of which will 
be announced at the Royal Highland Show on 
June 19.

Colin MacDonald, who specialises in Loch-
muir Salmon which is exclusively produced at 
the farm for M&S, has been put forward for the 
retailer’s Farming for the Future Awards.

He impressed the judges with his understanding 

worked in the Armed Forces, he joined Scottish 
Sea Farms in May 2011 as the company’s young-
est new start at 17 years old. He has since become 

the youngest powerboat and yacht master, senior 
husbandryman and now marine site manager.
Steve Mclean, M&S head of agriculture and 

Future Awards and the judging process seems 
to get harder with each year.’ The Farming for 
the Future Awards celebrate suppliers working 
towards important M&S Plan A commitments 
including becoming carbon neutral, sending no 

-
ing, setting new standards in ethical trading, 
and helping customers and employees live a 
healthier lifestyle.

Case JX90 4WD, 2008, 1 owner, only 1900 hours, shuttle box, 50% tyres, ............................................................................................................. £16,995
Renault Celtis 446RX, c/w Mailleux MX75 loader/joystick/soft drive/4wd, 2003, .................................................................................................... £15,995
John Deere 6210 SE, 2002, c/w John Deere 631 loader/3rd service/ 90hp, ............................................................................................................. £15,995
Renault Ceres 345X, c/w 300 self leveling loader/3rd service/joystick, 4wd, 2001,.................................................................................................. £13,995
Case 4240 XL, 1996 P reg, 4WD, 2 spools, PUH/Drawbar, aircon, 1 owner,  ............................................................................................................£12,995
New Holland 7840, 4WD, 1995 16 speed with 40k, 90HP, ...................................................................................................................................... £12,495
Zetor 6340E, 1999, 4wd, c/w traclift 120/3rd service/joystick/quick release loader, 75hp, ..................................................................................... £11,995
Kubota M5700, 2002, 4wd, c/w Kubota LA1002 loader/ 6ft bucket, 62HP approx, utility special, ........................................................................... £11,995
Fiat Agri 82-94 DT, 1994 L reg, c/w Quicke 3260 loader/4ft bucket, 2 spools, .......................................................................................................... £11495
Case 4230, c/w Quickie 3301E loader, 4wd, 1995, 84hp, .......................................................................................................................................£10,995
Deutz DX 3.70, c/w Quicke loader, 1998, 80hp, new in stock, please contact us for details, ..................................................................................... £10,495
Case 4240 Pro, c/w Quickie 3360 loader, lever controls, 2wd, 1998, ..........................................................................................................................£8495
John Deere 3300 SE, 1996, 4wd, 75hp, 6400 hours recorded, shuttle box, hydraulic pick up hitch, ...........................................................................£11,495
Landini 9880 Evolution 4wd, 2001 Y reg, Perkins engine, 95HP, 2 spools, pickup hitch ........................................................................................... £10,495
Case 995 Grassland Special, Turbo XL Cab, 1994,85hp, 2 spools, PUH,  twin pto, 1 owner from new V5 doc, ...............................................................£9995
Case 1490, c/w Loader,  4wd, 1985, 2 spools, toplink, ...............................................................................................................................................£6995
Fiat 780 2wd, 1985 B reg, 2 door cab, 2 spools, PUH, ...............................................................................................................................................£5495 
Kubota 2410 compact, 4wd, 2004, ex council tractor, low hours, turf tyres, ROPS bar, ................................................................................................£5495
David Brown 1490, c/w loader brackets/controls, 2wd, 1981,65hp , drawbar, ............................................................................................................£4995
Ford New Holland 1520 Compact, and Jinma204  4wd compact  each at ....................................................................................................................£4995
Neuson 2503 2.5ton Excavator, 2004, 3 buckets, quick hitch, ................................................................................................................................. £12,495
JCB 801.6 mini digger, c/w 2 buckets, 2007, piped for breaker, slew, blade, rubber tracks at 50%, choice of 2 ...........................................................£8495

QUADS& ATV’s – Full selection of brand new Suzuki King Quads. 
Also brand new Arctic Cat 700 Diesels in stock. 

Good selection of used quads in stock all serviced/new tyres/warranty

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  
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Share your celebrations with

in our Announcements Section

call us today on 01631 568000

Pauline
Born: 9th January 2014

Bob and Lesley are delighted 
to announce the safe arrival 
of baby Pauline, a little sister
for Susie and Gillian.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Annie
Birthday: 25th January

Look who’s all grown up!
Happy 21st birthday!
Have a brilliant day.
Lots of love from all the family 
xxx

(sample ad - not to scale)

Michael and Sophie
got engaged on 1st January

Both families are delighted 
to announce the recent 
engagement of Michael and 
Sophie. Congratulations from 
all family and friends.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Share your 
celebrations
with our 
announcements
adverts - starting 
next week!

5x2 colour 
ads with 
artwork, a 
photo and 
your own 
personal 
message.
Let everyone 
know about an 
engagement,
birthday, 
anniversary or 
new arrival in 
your family!

Call us now to 
book your space!

ONLY

£25+ VAT

PHOTO
ORDERS A4

photograph

£6.76

A5
photograph

£4.41

You can order photos that 
appear in the Oban Times
Simply contact the Oban Times 

and the code printed alongside 
the photograph 

(photographs that do not have codes have 
been submitted by private individuals and 

are therefore ineligible for this offer)
Please add £1.30 to your total 

order if you require delivery 
of photographs to cover 
postage and packing.

Fort William

01397 703003

Lochavullin Ind Est
Oban

01631 568000

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

GROUNDWORKS

BLOCKED DRAIN?

Call 24/7 - 01369 840367
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

www.aandbel.co.uk

ABEL Drainage & 
Groundworks

TRIPLE GLAZED WINDOWS AVAILABLE
Windows and Doors, various materials

Contact Consultant
Peter Ramsay Tel 07816 934364

WINDOWS & DOORS

PHYSIOTHERAPY

ITEMS UNDER £100 BUY
LOCAL

SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

ITEMS UNDER £100
 appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

L
O

C
A

L
  

EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES
TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE STOVESHOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Replacement Sealed Units

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

MOBILITY METAL MERCHANT

THANK YOU
Elizabeth Doreen Penswick of 

Brander View, Bridge of Awe, Taynuilt, 
Argyll would like to thank everyone 
for making her birthday so special 
last week. Thank you for the cards 

and gifts which were very much 
appreciated.

Seeking gentleman 45 -59 only with moral 
integrity for fun, friendship and possible 
relationship. Interest in artistic creativity, 

Scottish natural beauty and animals 
advantageous. Please ring 02838 393582.
If no reply please leave message and will

return call to landline number.

THANK YOU
I, Allison Davies, would like to thank most 

sincerely my former patients and colleagues 
for the cards, gifts and good wishes which 

I have received on the occasion of my 
retirement from Taynuilt Medical Practice. I 

have been overwhelmed by your generosity.
Thank you all.

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY!

Happy 18th 
Birthday Martin. 
Love from Dad, 
Mum, Laura and 
Aaran xx

STATIONERY

OPIUM Perfume 30ml Eau 
de Toilette spray in red/gold 
box.  Very slightly used, 
almost full,  £20 Telephone 
01631 720751.

SKYE PULLETS brown, 
black, pure, 1 ducks, geese, 
feeders, drinkers and sheds. 
Telephone 01470 572213.

SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle of 
Skye, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.scot-
tishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views of the 
West Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and con-
veniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tar-
bert, Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 

on-line at www.scottishcal-
endars.co.uk

ADMIRALTY CHARTS 
out of date but in good con-
dition, Scotland East Coast, 
Clyde to Cape Wrath and 
Northern Islands,  £4 each 
Telephone 01631 720501.
INFLATABLE DINGHY 
2 man with 3.3hp Johnson 
electronic start outboard,  
£325 Telephone 01631 
720768².
MARINE CHARCOAL 
BARBEQUE Magma 
‘Marine Kettle’ barbeque, 
stainless steel, complete 
with lid and mounting 
bracket. Never been used,  
£50 Telephone 01880 
740506.
MERCURY (YAMAHA) 
3.5 LONG SHAFT this 

engine is in pristine condi-
tion, fresh water use. Now 
surplus, test runs available 

these now,  £350 Telephone 
07870 786926.

MOBILITY SCOOTER 
Sovereign Shoprider 4 
wheeled mobility scooter. 
Sturdy and in good condi-
tion, requires paddle switch, 
approx cost £40,  £90 
Telephone 0776 5503806.
WHEELED WALKING 
AID includes seat and 
shopper,  Offers around £25 
Telephone 01631 720546².

VIOLIN German, circa 
1785 with silver Herman 
Hoyer bow, good condition,  
£700ono Telephone 01880 
820478.

BRUCE PLOUGH AN-
CHOR 10kg, genuine gal-
vanised Bruce anchor,  £40 
Telephone 01967 421248.
CARANEX Caranex 
car/van awning, attaches 
to rear of vehicle to form 
tent. Good condition,  £50 
Telephone 01967 421248.
LADY’S GOLF CLUBS 
as new, 3 woods , nos 3 to 
9 irons, sw 2 putters, bag 
and trolley,  £75 Telephone 
01631 563050.

FERPLAST RAT CAGE 
brand new still in the box, 
suitable for rats and ferrets, 
complete with litter tray, 
bowls etc, 78cm x 48cm 
x 70cm,  £50 no offers 
Telephone 07901 625009 
Lochgilphead.

tank on stand and numer-
ous accessories, Oban,  £75 
Telephone 07979 708179.

SOFT CAMERA CASE 
Sony LCS-X30 approx 
30x16x17cm many pockets, 
excellent condition,  £10 
Telephone 01631 563978.
SONY CAMERA LCSR 
A290L very little use, still 

in original box with all 
original items including 
spare non Sony battery,  
£190 Telephone 01631 
563978.

PROMOTIONAL MATE-
RIAL Market your business 
effectively with profession-

-

Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.
WEDDING STATIONERY 
Ranges to suit all tastes, 
custom designs from your 
ideas, paper and card for 
those making their own. 
Contact Krisp Print.  Tel-
ephone 01586 554975.

KINGS OF LEON TICK-
ETS Friday June 20 SSE 
Hydro, level 3 row X x 2 
tickets,  £125 ono Telephone 
07880 006308.

24 VOLT ELECTRIC 
SCOOTER 2 new batter-
ies, large pneumatic tyres, 
fast scooter in vgc,  £95 
Telephone 01631 565224.
FEBER FERRARI F430 6V 
sit in electric car, forward 
and reverse gears, suitable 
for 3-6 year olds. Good 
condition with some minor 
scratches,  £80 Telephone 
01631 571069.

 WANTED
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP 
METAL we uplift scrap 
cars, copper, brass, lead 
etc. Smaller quantities con-
sidered.  Telephone 07435 
589701 ².
OLD COLLIE  DOG done 
for the hill to herd about 
70 sheep,  must be good 
natured.  Telephone 01700 
503192 after 6pm 0774 
7415973².
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
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CHURCH NOTICES

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

ANGLICAN
COMMUNION

Sunday 8 June 2014
Pentecost

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ....... 08:00
Sung Eucharist ............ 10:15

Children’s Corner
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost.
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish, 
Cladich

Holy Eucharist ............ 11:00
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Communion ....... 11:00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............ 08:00
Evensong .................... 20:15
Holy Eucharist .....................
 ...............Wed 11 June 14:30
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BIRTHS
BROWN - Eddie and Linda
(Sharp) are delighted to
announce the birth of their son
(Innes) at the Royal Alexandra
Hospital, Paisley on June 1,
2014, a wee brother for Freya.

DEATHS
BAIRD - Peacefully at home
on June 2, 2014, aged 88 years,
Simon Adrian Baird, beloved
husband of the late Diana,
cherished father of Jonathan,
Julian and Sarah and a much
loved grandpa. Rest in Peace.
BAKER - Lewis Kenneth John
- March 7, 2014, suddenly at
Waikato Hospital, Hamilton,
New Zealand. For 50
wonderful years, treasured and
adored husband of Liz (nee:
Elsie MacDonald, Glencruitten
Drive, Oban), loving and much
loved Daddy of Jacqueline,
Allison, Fiona, Mark, Lauren
and the late baby Mary.
Respected and loved father
in law of Peti and Celeste;
Poppa of Ariana, Trinity,
Keely, Finley Lewis, and the
late baby Saxon. Funeral and
internment in Auckland, New
Zealand. Eriskay Love Lilt
Communications to: “The
Drift”, 3 Scotney Mews,
Bethlehem, Tauranga, New
Zealand 3110
STEWART - David. The
family would like to announce
that David Stewart of Mull
& Ardrishaig, died suddenly
but peacefully in the Royal
Alexandra Hospital, Paisley,
on June 2, 2104. Funeral
arrangements to follow.
EMERY - Richard. Loving
father of Suzanna and James,
son of Dai and Nan Emery,
The Corries, Claggan, Fort
William, brother of James,
Diane, Christine and Anne,
passed away peacefully on
June 1, 2014 in Harrisburg, PA,
USA with his two children by
his side. Funeral arrangements
will be announced on their
return from America.
MACPHERSON - Passed
away peacefully at 10 Cluer,
Harris, surrounded by family
on May 27, 2014.  Catherine
MacPherson, aged 94 years,
formerly of 33 Marshall Court,
Dunoon, beloved wife of the
late Hector MacPherson, much
loved mother of Morag, Marion
and Norman, mother-in-law of
Anne and dear grandmother
to Catriona and Iona.  The
funeral service took place on
Wednesday, June 4.
SIEKMANN - Peacefully in
Herford, Germany on May 27,
2014, Flora McPhail Siekmann
(neéO’HaraformerlyDouglas),
beloved mum of Lilian, Audrey
and Norman and dearly loved
nanny, mother-in-law, sister
and aunt and friend to many.  
Remember the love we all
shared. Miss me but let me go.
SMITH - James (Fame) passed
away suddenly on Saturday
May 31, 2014, at home,
Bunanuisg, Bowmore. Nan
and family welcome all to the
funeral service in the Round
Church on Thursday June 5, at
11.30am.
TURNER - Peacefully at
North Argyll House, Oban
on May 29, 2014 in her 91st
year, Mary neé MacLennan,
beloved wife of the late Bob
Turner, dear mother to Kenny,
Mary, Ray, Catherine and the
late Bobby and a much loved
granny. Rest in Peace.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CRAWFORD - The family of
the late Don Crawford would
like to thank everyone for
the many cards and support
following the sad loss of Don.  
Thanks to the many friends
and neighbours for their home
baking, comforting words and
much appreciated support.  A
very special thanks to all of the
carers, district nurses, doctors
andnursingstaffat theGlenaray
Ward, and staff at Carr Gomm,
for looking after Don.  Thanks
to Rev David Carruthers for his
comforting service and to the

Sincere thanks to all at Donald
MacDonald Funeral Directors
for their professional and
caring service.  Finally, thanks
to all who paid their respects at
the church and graveside.
MACLEOD - Doreen, Gillian
and Hilary and family, would
like to thank everyone who
came from near and far, to pay
their last respects to Duncan at
Oban Parish Church, on Friday,  
May 30, 2014.  Thank you to
the nurses in Ward I, Lorn and
Islands Hospital, Oban, who
cared so compassionately for
him during his last days. To
the carers from Mears. The
District Nurses who were so
attentive and caring. Thanks
to Rev. Ken Hunter for his
service and who came with us
to the end of the journey. To
Rev. George Cringles for the
beautiful music he played. To
Angela Guy for the beautiful

neighbours and friends, who
were constantly attentive
and helped us through the
hard times AND the not so
hard times.  To them I will be
eternally grateful.  A shoulder
to lean on.  At three o’clock
in the morning, a call to help
us, and they were there.  A
newspaper through the door
every day.  Dogs walked when
needed.  A home and care of
our beloved caravan.  The folk
we met on our many walks,
including the cycle path and
Tralee.  All these folks are too
numerous to name, but they

know who they are.  Thank
you to Ian MacInnes for the
professional and attentive care
of all the funeral arrangements.  
To our wonderful family who
were always there when we
needed them.  Our daughters
for their love and care and to
Hilary for her loving memories
of Papa on behalf of Gillian and
herself.  The sum of £500.00
was generously donated and
will be split between Cancer
Research UK and Argyll
AnimalAid. Duncan and I were
together from the beginning to
the end.
I will miss him so much.
Loved you then,
Love you still,
Always did,
Always will.
MUNRO - Rhoda and family
of the late Iain Munro who was
tragically lost to them wish
to express their most sincere
thanks to the very many people
whose assistance enabled

complex funeral arrangements.
Special thanks to the Rev
Johnny Paton who delivered
a beautiful, uplifting service
and to funeral director Billy
McClymont who’s outstanding
sympathetic guidance, above
and beyond the call of duty,

time.  Grateful thanks to Turus
Mara, Island Shuttle, The
Ulva Ferry, Sula Crion, The
Progress, Blue Badger, Little
Colonsay RIB who kindly
transported the many people
who attended the interment on
the Isle of Gometra. The family
would also like to extend their
thanks to everyone who sent

of condolence, the love and
support we have received has
been overwhelming. Finally,
to all family and friends who
gave so generously, donations
of over £2000 have been raised
in aid of R.N.L.I.
NICOLL - The family of the
late John Nicoll would like to
thank everyone for the many
kind expressions of sympathy
received after their recent sad
loss. Special thanks to the staff
at the Kintyre Care Home,
Campbeltown and also to Dr.
I. Norrie. Thanks to the Rev.
Alex Mitchell for a lovely
service. Sincere thanks to

caring and professional funeral
arrangements. Finally thank
you to all who came to Falkirk
Crematorium to pay their
respects, it was very much
appreciated.
TOAL -  Mollie died peacefully
in her sleep on May 21, 2014.
Anne, Gordon and family would
like to thank all who attended her
funeral, phoned, sent cards and
offered words of comfort at this
time. We would also like to thank
family, friends and neighbours
who supported Mollie over the
years. Thanks to Bishop Toal
and Monsignor Wynne for
funeral service and regular visits.
Thanks also to John McLellan &
Co Funeral Directors and to all
who contributed to collection for
Mary’s Meals.

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL – In loving
memory of a dear auntie,
Marie, who died June 8, 1989.
Memories of you are fondly
kept
Someone too special to ever
forget.
- Catherine, Kenneth, Margaret
and families.
CURRIE - In loving memory
of our dear Mum and Nana,
Mary Allan, died June 6, 2003.
Always in our hearts, Mary,
Iona, Ashley, Agnes, Martin,
Chloe & Leona
DOWNIE - In loving memory
of our dear mam and nana
Aggie, who died on June 7,
2001 and our dear dad and
granpa George, who died May
28,1968.
Sadly missed along life’s way
Quietly remembered every day.
- Inserted by Betty, Auriol
and families, Fort William,
Inverness and Edinburgh.

KEMP - In loving memory of
my dear mum Johanna (Joey),
who died May 31, 2009.
Treasured memories
Sadly missed.
- Morag, Hugh and Lisa.

HUNTER
Linda

June 3, 2009

Time may hide the sadness
Like the smile

that hides the tears
But loving memories

hold you dear
Despite the passing years

Monica and Brian.

WHEN the world strikes us
a blow, it is often the hardest
thing to do - but we struggle
on. We have set a path and we
stride upon it in order that we do
not lose face, or our dignity, or
respect.

Jesus often met people who
were battlers, people who
felt that they were right and
everyone else was wrong - the
Pharasees, the law keepers, the
temple sellers.

When Jesus was on the earth
he came to upset the order of
the world. He turned beliefs and
opinions upside down in order
that we could change the world.

In the midst of dire situations,
whether it be in our lives or the
lives of those that we love and
care for, Christ gives us the op-
portunity to change our minds,
to set our spirits free.

Sometimes the right thing to
do is to say ‘enough is enough’
it is time to take a different
direction in life.

Christ offers each of us the
opportunity to turn our own
world upside down and choose
a new path.

As Julian of Norwich, a 14th
century mystic, said: ‘All shall
be well, all shall be well, all
manner of things shall be well.’

Thought for the week

Julian of Norwich

TWO long-service medals were presented to two hard-working
Royal Voluntary Service (RVS) volunteers on Tuesday.

Dolly Gray and Maimie Nicolson were presented the awards at
an afternoon tea party for the Royal Voluntary Service (formerly
the WRVS).

Dolly was presented with a 15 year medal for her work at the

hospital where she assists the cafe for hospital patients, visitors and
staff.

While Maimie was presented with one of only two medals for
27-years service with the charity.

Presenting the medals were Elaine Grealey the regional organiser
and Cathy Dolan the local manager of the service.

The volunteers were given their medals this week.15_t23rvs1

Volunteers awarded
long-service medals

CHRISTIANITY should guide
politicians, Bishop Joseph Toal
told Scottish MSP, last week.

The Bishop of Argyll and the
Isles told the Scottish Parliament
that Christianity should still
provide guidance to politicians.

-
tion address the Bishop told the
Parliament he hoped the words
of the Gospel would ‘continue
to touch the hearts and minds
of MSPs today, the Scottish
politicians of today, and so will
continue to be recognised and
valued as a precious element
in the future development and
growth of Scotland.’

The bishop also spoke about
his own spiritual journey as
he prepares ‘to move from the
Diocese of Argyll and the Isles to
become Bishop of Motherwell’
on June 23 and has ‘been bidding
farewell to friends and places
around the West Highlands and
Islands.

‘There is sadness in doing so
and some nostalgia for what I
leave behind,’ he said. ‘It was
good to spend a Sunday on Iona

recently as I have found it a haven

in my time as bishop.
It is always good to arrive

there and experience its special
atmosphere and the rich Chris-
tian heritage from the time of St
Columba and his monks to the
modern Christian presence in
the local community and pilgrim
visitors.’

The bishop said Iona still
attracted visitors from all over
the world who were drawn to
Scotland’s Christian heritage,
last year to marking the 1450th
anniversary of St Columba’s
arrival on Iona.

Bishop Toal reminded politi-
cians that in the ‘Celtic monastic
period the local princes and
politicians, from Scotland and
beyond, ‘sought the counsel of
the monks of Iona, perhaps seek-
ing God’s guidance in prayer and
in the Holy Scriptures, so lov-
ingly transcribed in the beautiful
illuminated manuscripts.’

He said that he hoped those
listening would follow their
forebears example.

Christianity should 
guide politicians

MACCALLUM - In loving
memory of Donnie a dearly
loved husband, father, father-
in-law and papa who died June
9, 2005.
No longer in our lives to share
But in our thoughts you are
always there
Sadly missed.
- Elizabeth and family.

A 35 YEAR-OLD  reformed
smoker was almost back on the
fags after a shopkeeper didn’t
believe he was old enough to
buy a vaporiser on two occas-
sions.

Toby Burnett of Dunollie
decided to get some help in
quitting smoking by buying
E-Cigs to help curb his desire
for a fag.

When he went into the Nickel
and Dime shop to buy some
e-cigs, Toby was asked to prove
his age.

Toby said: ‘Fair enough ask-

little taken back. I had no photo

A few days later, Toby
returned to the shop this time
to be told that the photo identi-

shop assistant, he said it ‘doesn’t  
look like you enough.’

Toby continued: ‘I fully

agree with and promote the

requirements, and under 18’s
and 21’s should not be allowed
to purchase these products
or related accessories or any
tobacco products, or alcohol,
butane, petrol, aerosols to their
respective age limits.

‘But, you think when you pass
30 years old, being ID’d for fags
and booze is something of a
distant memory.’

were unable to comment on
individual cases, but said it was
good practice to check the ages
of anyone who looked under the
age of 25.

Nickel and Dime were
unavailable for comment, other
than to say it is policy to ask

buying age related products.
Todate, Toby has successfully

managed to quit the cigarettes.

Older than he looks? Toby Burnett of Dunollie who was refused 
twice from the same shop when he tried to buy e-cigarettes. 

15_t23smoke1

Shop refuses sale of
E-Cigarette to 35 year old



Fraser MacPhee 
Shinty Tournament

THE 12th Annual Fraser 
MacPhee seven-a-side primary 
school shinty tournament will 
take place on Sunday June 15 at 
An Aird, Fort William.

The tournament will have 
a barbecue with food for all 
players and coaches. 

There will also be the trophy 
and medals, a speed hitting 
competition and player of the 
tournament. 

Entries must be in by Friday 
June 13.

For further information 
please contact Niall MacPhee 
on 07957 166152 or by email at 
niall4fort@hotmail.com.
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MID ARGYLL Athletic Club 
has been successful in obtaining 
a Big Lottery Fund Celebrate 
Award to promote its annual 
Sports Day on Sunday June 15 
at Lochgilphead Joint Campus. 

The competition, which will 
be held on both the astroturf 
and grass area, will include 
running, jumping and throwing 
events for boys and girls in six 
age groups starting at under-7 
up to under-17. 

Entries are welcomed from 
all parts of Argyll and clubs in 
Kintyre, Oban and Mull have 
already indicated they will be 
supporting the event.

Everyone taking part will 
receive a special ribbon 
and medal commemorating 
Commonwealth Games year 
in Scotland and trophies will 

third overall in each age group.
Events start at noon and all 

entries are on the day from 
11am.

For more information on the 
sports day phone Bill MacCal-
lum on 01546 602664.

THE CAMANACHD As-

the appointment of Keith Loades 
to the organisation’s board of 
directors. 

Mr Loades has served as 
player, manager, committee 
member and president of Kin-
lochshiel Shinty Club. He was 
also a member of the successful 
Aberdeen University side 1970 to 
1974 and was capped three times 
for Scotland against Ireland.  He 
is now a director of Kinlochshiel 
Shinty Club Ltd, a company set 
up to purchase land and acquire 
funds to design and construct 
a new pitch and clubhouse for 
Kinlochshiel.  

Before retiring in 2013, Mr 
Loades was employed by Mor-
rison Construction for more than 
33 years and held the position of 
Commercial Director (Scotland) 

Park B won their development league. 

TWO BROTHERS from Oban 
have been making a name for 
themselves on the athletics 
circuit.

Finbar and Paddy Dunne 
competed at the north district 
competition of the Scottish 
District Athletics Champion-
ships in Inverness.

Finbar won the gold medal in 
the under-13 shot putt competi-

Scotland in this age group. 
Paddy came fourth in the 

under-15 javelin competition, 
only narrowly missing out on 
a medal. He is now ranked 
eleventh in Scotland.
Both boys are members of 

Inverness Harriers and make 
the long journey for coaching 
when they can.

They are now also coached at 
Oban High School by Duncan 
MacIntyre, a volunteer coach 
from Ardfern, twice a week.

Competitors who took part in the trial run of the Lismore Kayak Race.     Photo: Gillian Temple

ORGANISERS behind the successful 
Oban Sea Kayak Race have completed a 
test run for a new event between Ganavan 
and Lismore.

Trial run

Race was held on May 24 and saw 15 

competitors paddle to Lismore Light-
house and back to Ganavan, a distance of 
approximately 18 kilometres.

The race was won by Nicky Cresser 
from Darlington with a time of 1.37.30.

The race was a trial to see what kind of 
interest and uptake there would be from 

competitors. ‘The idea is to make more 
events for sea kayaks in the west coast 
of Scotland,’ said Gus Brydon, event 
organiser. 

Only one
‘There is only one sea kayak race in 

Scotland so far and that is the Oban Sea 

Kayak Race. This new event is to raise 
awareness of sea kayaking, give more 
opportunity to anyone interested in tak-
ing part in racing and to raise money for 
Oban Lifeboat at the same time.’

Oban Lifeboat crew members were 
present at the event and provided a 

barbecue for competitors. They also had 
two boats out on the water as support 
vessels.

Free to enter
‘The event was free to enter and open 

to everyone. 
‘People have travelled from all over to 

-
ing another event,’ said Gus.

Having raised more than £7,000 in 
other kayak fundraising events over 
the last four years, this event is another 
important event for future fundraising 
for Oban Lifeboat.

Trial run for Lismore
Kayak Race proves
successful

Camanachd Association
appoint new director

since 2001, responsible for in 
excess of £100 million per an-
num of construction work.  His 
involvement included all aspects 
of managing the business, with 
particular emphasis on procure-

matters.  As a member of the 
board he gained vast experi-
ence of reporting and receiving 
reports, team working and deci-
sion making.

Involved
Mr Loades is an enthusiastic 

golfer and has been a member 
of Nairn Golf Club since 1980.  
He has previously served as vice 
captain and captain of the club 
and was heavily involved in the 
club’s successful hosting of both 
the Walker Cup and Curtis Cup 
tournaments.

Achie Robertson, Camanachd 
Association president, said: 

‘I am delighted that someone 
of Keith’s calibre is joining 
the board. He brings with him 

experience that is essential for 
the successful operation of the 
Camanachd Association.  Keith 
is a well-respected and com-
mitted member of our shinty 
community and I am in no doubt 
that this is very positive news for 
our game.’

Mr Loades is co-opted as a 
director until the 2014 AGM in 
November, at which point the 
position will go forward for 
election.  Mr Loades replaces 
Donald Stewart who retired 
from the board at the end of 
April after completing six years 
- two terms - as a director.

SHINTY

Row rages on as 
leader defends
3G pitch decision
ARGYLL and Bute Council 
leader Dick Walsh will not host 
a meeting with sports clubs 
over the ill-fated 2G pitch in 
Lochgilphead, despite repeated 
calls from the community.

But he has called together all 
of the lead councillors for sport, 
education and amenity services 
to discuss the issue on Monday. 

Pitch fiasco
Councillor Walsh last week 

promised to ‘get to the bottom’ 

would replace the existing 2G 
carpet with tiger turf, another 
surface designed for hockey.

While competitive football 

can be played on the 40mm tiger 
turf, it is far from the 55-60mm 
pile used for new 3G pitches. 

Contact rugby cannot be 
played on 40mm surfaces for 
safety reasons.

with the amount of public 
consultation regarding the 3G 
pitch, Councillor Walsh said: 
‘We have listened to the request 
for a 3G upgrade.

been working hard to consider 
all issues and have found the 
solution that will deliver a pitch 
that will meet as many competing 
demands as possible. 

‘I will be meeting with 

colleagues to discuss how we 
can continue to work together to 
deliver the new pitch.’

Lochgilphead councillor 
Douglas Philand, who has 
already sent the council leader a 
three-page document setting out 
his case for a standard 3G pitch 
ahead of the meeting, said: ‘I 
won’t let this go.’
He said: ‘Since the joint campus 

opened, hockey, if it were to 
develop as a major sport within 
Mid Argyll, has had seven to 
eight years to develop, market 
and grow. 

amenity services for last year’s 
participation show it was used 

for six hours - and that was an 
Oban club for games. 

‘The numbers here already tell 
a story that if there was such a 
demand for the sport to develop 
further within the community 

that.’
Councillor Walsh’s an-

nouncement comes after a 
petition was launched last year 
calling for the 2G pitch to be 
upgraded, ensuring the three 
main sports clubs in the area 
- football, shinty and rugby 
- could be played there.

3G PITCH

Double
up for
Taynuilt

PRIMARY school shinty teams 
from across Scotland are look-
ing forward to one of the biggest 
competitions in the year, The 
Macaulay Sixes, this Saturday.

Some of the Oban and Lorn 
teams warmed up for this week-
end’s event with the conclusion 
of the Oban Rural Shinty Devel-
opment League.

Taynuilt won two of the three 
leagues, with their A team and 
C team clinching their respec-
tive titles ahead of Park A and 

Park Primary School was 
victorious in the B league.

The Macaulay Sixes start at 

Oban, and will see 36 teams 
compete for various trophies.

The victorious Taynuilt A and C teams.

SCHOOL SHINTY

ATHLETICS

Mid Argyll Athletic 
Club ‘Celebrate’

SCHOOL SHINTY
League Cup Final
Antonine YFC 0 

Lochgilphead Red Star 1
A JUBILANT Lochgilphead Red Star 
returned to Mid Argyll last Sunday with the 
League Cup Trophy following a thrilling 
encounter with rivals Antonine at Millburn 
Park, Alexandria. 

Lochgilphead took the match to their 

chances and bringing the best out of Anto-
nine goalkeeper Andy Carrol. 

Firstly, Caskie beat a defender in the 
box but Carrol was quickly off his line to 
block his attempt. Next, Mackay’s shot was 
saved and then Souden’s effort was volleyed 
clear. 

when a Moore cross landed in the six-yard 
box and Ryan Caskie responded quickest, 

Red Star under 15s take the League Cup after an impressive performance against Antonine.

Red Star Under 15s lift the silverware
In the latter stages of the half, Antonine 

pressed for an equaliser with central de-
fender Darren Wallace seeing his looping 
header come off the Star bar to be cleared 
by Brown. Next Caleab Elliot’s shot went 
across the face of the Lochgilphead goal but 
the scoring opportunity was not taken. 

Deflected 
The second half started much the same 

very good openings, Mackay again tested 
‘keeper Carroll and Souden’s header looked 

the defender’s leg onto the post and cleared. 
As the match progressed, Antonine piled 

on the pressure, but Star’s back four held 

Pow was on hand to make two special saves 
to keep their rivals at bay. 

A very competitive game to the end, 

allowing  the Star celebrations to begin. 
Skipper Craig Young lifted the trophy on 
behalf of his teammates much to the delight 
of the large travelling support.

Manager John Caskie said: I am delighted 
the boys have been rewarded for all their 

throughout the cup campaign. l couldn’t 
have asked for any more from them.

‘We would like thank everyone for their 

well as our sponsors M & K MacLeod, The 
Floor Shop and Kumho Tyres.’

This week the under 15s have two tough 
league encounters. 

On Saturday morning they face Drum-
chapel and on Sunday they take on Anto-
nine, again at Ropework Park. 

YOUTH FOOTBALL

ATHLETICS

Oban brothers 
impress in 
Inverness
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LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£1100

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

I MacDougall, Soroba Road, Oban

D Harvey, Hillfoot Terracce, Tarbert

Sportsdesk
01631 568000

Tobermory

Golf News

Islay

Killin

Taynuilt
LADIES: Childline Trophy 
Stableford  played May 27: 1 
Carol Church 34 pts (20); 2 
Alice MacCalman 28 pts (26); 3 
Grace Petrie 27 pts (25).

Gents: Catherwood Trophy 
(Stableford) played June 1: 1 
Robert MacLarty 36 pts (13) 2 
Mark Grant 36 pts (17); Andrew 
Diggory 35 pts (05).

Team Match v’s Glencruitten 
May 21: Glencruitten  
3, Taynuilt 3; May 28: 
Taynuilt 3, Glencruitten 3. 
Taynuilt retain trophy as 
holders.

MENS June Medal - 1 Lewis 
Brown (14-year-old) 60-07-61; 2 
Graham Davidson 69-06-63; 3 
iain Wilshire 80-15-65.

MIXED Open: Saturday May 
31: Handicap - 1 Andy Cousins 
and Jackie Crossan (Killin) 
62.5; 2 Bruce Ford and Jean 
Faichney (Killin) 65; 3 Gary 
Dryerre and Mairead Hume 
(Auchterarder) 66
Scratch -  1 David Simpson 

and Lesley MacKenzie (Crieff) 
73;  2 Gordon Aitken (Killin) 
and Caroline Henderson 
(Aberfeldy) 76; 3 Jim Ronald 
and Laura Aitken (Killin) 78.
Best Killin (Bill Mitchell 

Salver): Andy Cousins and 
Jackie Crossan  62.5. Best 
Overall (McRobert Thistle 
Cup):  Andy Cousins and Jackie 
Crossan (Killin) 62.5.
Nearest Pin - Ladies (14th) 

–  Una Woodburn (Crieff)
Gents (11th) - Gordon Aitken 
(Killin). Gents and Ladies in 
3 (9th/18th) – Jim Ronald and 
Laura Aitken (Killin)
Magic Twos: Helen and 

Tony Lang (Harburn), Gary 
Dryerre and Mairead Hume 
(Auchterarder), Jim Ronald and 
Laura Aitken (Killin) 

RESULT: The Guy Quaich 
played Friday May 30 and 
Sunday June 1 - 1  C Stroud 
72+69  = 141; 2 N MacDonald 
66+75  = 141; 3 J Rozga 73+69  
= 142.

Oban’s Connor Howe and Matthew Kelly have been resigned by 
Dumbarton Football Club for another 12 months. This will be 

Connor’s fourth year with the club and Matthew’s second. Both 
boys are former Oban Saints Youth players.

Connor Howe. Matthew Kelly.

ARGYLL endurance rider Suzanne Taylor 
and her horse, part-bred Arab Salsa Cara-
mel, won a two-day 120km endurance race 

The event, at Darnaway, near Forres, 
was held on May 24 and 25 and Suzanne’s 
competition opened with an 82km route, 
followed by a 40km-vet gate, a 21km-vet 
gate and another 21km-vet gate.

After day one Suzanne and Salsa Caramel 
had a 10-minute lead on the rider behind.

THE THRILL of leading the 
Italian Grand Prix was instantly 
replaced with devastation for 
Connel racer John McPhee as he 
slid off the track at Mugello.

The Moto3 rider started 
eleventh on the grid after a poor 
qualifying performance. But 
John immediately put himself 
into seventh on the back of the 
leading group and subsequently 
made an amazing move along 
the inside of the main straight to 

one.
He then spent the next couple of 

the top four and was looking on 
brilliant form before his bike 
slipped out from underneath him 
on lap six.

Whilst it was disappointing for 
the 19-year-old to have his hopes 
dashed so early on, he has taken 
comfort from an intense and 
impressive piece of racing.

‘It is a shame that I made such 
a mistake,’ said John. ‘Sure, I 

it annoys me anyway. It could be 
a good result. 

‘Now I have to look forward. 
Barcelona is a circuit I like.’

John currently lies fourteenth 
in the Moto3 World Champion-
ship. Following the Mugello 
weekend, John was a guest on 
the BT Sport 2 show MotoGP 
Tonight on Tuesday night.

YOUNG athletes from Argyll 
excelled at the West District 
Championships held at the 
Ayrshire Athletics Arena in Kil-
marnock last weekend, winning 
seven medals.

The squad, which included 
Scottish age group sprint hurdle 
champion Ben Coates, returned 
with four gold medals, two silver 
medals and one bronze.

On Friday night 13-year-old 
Molly Reade from Tobermory 
was second in the under-15s high 
jump, clearing 1.45metres, which 
was below her best. However, 
conditions were not favourable 
with a cold wind.

On Saturday Ben Coates, from 
Kilmore, won gold in the under-
17s 100 metres hurdles in a time 

McPhee slides off the track while 
leading Italian
Grand Prix

A mechanic checks out John McPhee’s bike before the start
of the Italian Grand Prix. 

MOTORCYCLING

Three abreast as John McPhee (17) charges into the lead during the Italian Grand Prix at Mugello.  Photos: Bonnie Lane/CanBeImages

after morning vetting. With no-one to chase 
around the 40km route and in wet weather, 
the pair found it tough to get into their stride 
but found pace as they rode. 

Suzanne was crewed all the way around 
by Jamie Craig who said at the last crew 
point the rider behind, Nicola Price, Aber-
deen, was catching us up.

45 seconds in front.

condition.
Suzanne thanked Jamie Craig from Let-

tershuna Riding Centre farrier Ewan Ross 
and Diane Michie, Scottish Endurance 
Riding Club Highland Ride organiser.

120km Endurance Race. Very happy with 
my horse’s performance.’

HORSE RIDING

Endurance rider wins at her first attempt

Golden boy: Kilmore’s Ben Coates. 

of 14.75 seconds. In the early part 
of the race Ben was impeded by 
a runner in the adjacent lane but 
came through strongly for a new 
personal best. 

Ben, competing for Mid Argyll 
Athletic Club, was unlucky to 

in his 100 metres heat. 
Emma Thompson from Oban 

won a silver medal in the under-
17s javelin, throwing 25.58me-
tres, and was fourth in the triple 
jump with a new personal best of 
10.38metres.

Emma’s young sister Grace 
won gold in the under-13s dis-
cus, reaching out to 21.84metres. 
Both Emma and Grace are 
members of Victoria Park AC in 
Glasgow’s west end.

Mid Argyll athletes excelled in 

medals. 
Archie Spencer dominated in 

the under-13s shot putt, throw-
ing 8.67metres to win gold and 

metres. 
In the same age group Shaun 

Doy won the pole vault, clear-
ing 1.88metres and was second 
to Archie in the shot putt with 
7.07metres.

Donald Ferguson won bronze 
in the under-15s javelin, throw-
ing a new personal best of 35.49 
metres and only 90cms behind 
the winner.

Argyll athletes excel in
district championships

ATHLETICS

IT WAS family affair from Oban 
at the Scottish National Grand 
Prix run by the Scottish Karate 
Alliance (SKA).

Sensei Robert Neil and his 
three children represented Oban 
Kar@e Club at the second stage 
of the World Union of Karate-
Do Federations (WUKF) rules 
event on May 24 in Castlepark, 
Irvine.

Joined
Robert, who competed in the 

35-plus age category, was joined 

seven, and Callum, aged nine.
-

petition and the gutsy youngster 

Robert Neil and his three 
children represented Oban 
Kar@e Club at the Scottish 

National Grand Prix. 

six years age group individual 
kumite.

Rhys and Callum narrowly 
missed out on points for placing 

Team event
However, all three entered their 

category for seven to 10 years of 
age and gained bronze for Oban 
Kar@e Club.

Bethan, being younger than her 
opponents at this level, showed 
no sign of fear as she was beaten 
3-0 but stood her ground to back 
up her brothers.

35-plus age category for the sec-
ond consecutive year but on this 

occasion only got silver. He has 
been named in the SKA squad, 
for both individual and team 
competitions, in the European 
championships in Verona Italy 
later this month.

Oban Kar@e Club trains on 
a Monday, Tuesday, and Friday 
in Oban Scout Hall from 7pm to 
8pm.

Oban family pick up medals at 
Scottish National Grand Prix

KARATE

FOOTBALL

Paterson Memorial 
Trophy match at 
Lochgilphead

ROPEWORK Park, Lochgilp-
head, will be the venue for the 
annual Joe Paterson Memo-
rial Trophy match between an 
Argyll Select and the Scottish 
AFL Select.
The game will be played on 

Sunday kicking off at 2pm.

ARGYLL-based orienteering 
club EckO returned from the 
Scottish Orienteering Champi-
onships with a clutch of medals.

The courses at Pitlochry were 
long and technically challenging 
but excellent results were shown 
right across the board. 

All juniors managed a top 10 
position with Iris MacMillan 
winning the 10-and-under girls 
course. 

Emily Hunter, Briony Kincaid 
and Suse Coon all came in 
second place in their respective 
age courses with Susannah 
MacMillan, Andy Dale and Ian 
McCubbin placing third on their 
courses. 

Sunday saw a move to Dunkeld 
for the relays and in a thrilling 

bring their respective teams, 
Ellis Hunter, Rona Shearer 
and Daniel Baird and Callum 
Hunter, Louis MacMillan and 
Tom Lines, into second place. 

Entertainment
The adult teams, not to be 

outdone, all provided great 
entertainment for the spectators 
with Andy Dale, Gill Berrow 
and Susannah MacMillan taking 

ORIENTEERING

Clutch of medals
for Argyll-based
orienteering club

Oban boys put pen to paper
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Results

SHINTY

The Orion Group Premiership
  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts
Newtonmore 8        7        0        1      23       7        14
Lovat  8        6        1        1      22       9        13
Kingussie  9        5        1        3      20      16       11
Glenurquhart 7        4        1        2      13       7         9
Inveraray  9        2        2        5      14      21        6
Kinlochshiel 7        2        0        5      11      17        4
Kyles Athletic 7        1        2        4       7       15        4  
Lochaber  7        0        1        6       7       25        1

Marine Harvest National Division  
                                   P      W      D       L       F        A       Pts
Oban Camanachd 6        5       0        1       16        5       10
Beauly  8        4       1        3       19      14         9     
Kilmallie  4        3       0        1       17        4         6
Caberfeidh 4        2       1        1       13        6         5
Fort William 3        2       1        0         9        4         5
Glasgow MA 6        2       0        4       13      15         4
Glenorchy  7        1       1        5         7      26         3
Bute  4        0       0        4         2      22        -2

Marine Harvest North Division 1
  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts      
Skye  5        4        0        0      16        1       10
Strathglass 6        4        1        1      21      10        9
Newtonmore 7        3        1        3      19        9        7
Kingussie  7        3        1        3      18      20        7
Beauly  7        3        1        3      13      19        7  
Glenurquhart 6        2        2        2      13      13        6
Inverness  7        1        2        4      16      23        4
Lovat  7        1        0        6        7      28        2

Marine Harvest South Division 1
  P       W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Kyles Athletic 7        4        2        1       26     10      10
Aberdour  5        3        1        1       15       8        7
Lochside Rovers 7        2        2        3       17      23       6
Ballachulish 3        2        1        0       14       3        5
Kilmory  6        2        1        3         8       9        5
Strachur  5        1        2        2         7      11       4
Oban Celtic 5        1        1        3         4      19       3
Taynuilt  4        1        0        3         7      15       2

Marine Harvest North Division 2
  P       W      D        L        F       A      Pts
Glengarry  8        5        1        2       15      14      11
Fort William 6        5        0        1       22      12      10
Boleskine  9        4        0        5       21      31        8
Lochcarron 5        3        1        1       14       7         7
Skye  7        2        1        4       16      16        5
Lochaber  7        2        1        4       15      19        5
Kinlochshiel 7        2        2        3       15      13        4
Aberdeen Uni 7        1        2        4       13      19        4

Marine Harvest South Division 2 
                                  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts
Tayforth  9        8        1        0      29       4       17
Inveraray  9        7        2        0      32       5       16
Col Glen  10      5        2        3      36      13      12
Glasgow MA  8        4        0        4      28      19        8
Bute  7        3        1        3      13      16        7
Ballachulish 10      3        0        7      16      34        6
Glenorchy  8        2        0        6      10      24        4
Aberdour  9        0        0        9        7      56        0

Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                  P       W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Caberfeidh 8        6        1        1       34     11       13
Lochbroom 7        3        2        2       11     12        8
Strathspey 9        4        1        4       21     26        8
Lewis  8        3        1        4       16     20        7
Kilmallie  6        3        1        2       20     13        6
Inverness  8        1        0        7        8      28        2

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

best for shinty
news, views

and photographs

Kyles KO 
Camanachd 
Cup holders 
Newtonmore

Saturday May 31 
Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup - 2nd round
Kilmallie 4 - 0 Ballachulish
Bute 0 - 3 Skye
Kyles Ath 2 - 1 Newtonmore
Beauly 0 - 1 Kinlochshiel
Lochaber 3 - 5 Glenurquhart
Fort William 7 - 3 Caberfeidh

The Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup - 2nd round
The Scots 1 - 4 Beauly

Strathdearn Cup - 1st round 
Lochbroom v Strathglass
Forfeited - Strathglass unable

Lochbroom
Lewis 0 - 6 Strathspey
Glenurquhart 6 - 4 Lochaber
Skye 4 - 0 Inverness
Caberfeidh 1 - 2 Kinlochshiel
Lovat 0 - 1 Fort William

Bullough Cup - 1st round
Oban Celtic v Kyles Athletic
Forfeited - Oban Celtic unable

Kyles Athletic
Inveraray 6 - 0 Glasgow MA 
Tayforth 9 - 0 Aberdour
Glenorchy 0 - 2 Col Glen
Ballachulish 2 - 0 English Cam

Orion Group Premiership
Inveraray 3 - 3 Lovat

Marine Harvest National 
Division
Glenorchy 0 - 5 Oban Caman

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Strathglass 3 - 1 Inverness

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Aberdeen Uni 5 - 1 Glengarry
Boleskine 1 - 5 Lochcarron

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Kilmory 1 - 2 Aberdour
Taynuilt 2 - 6 Lochside Rovers
Strachur 0 - 2 Oban Celtic

Saturday June 7
Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup 2nd Round
Lovat v Kingussie   
Deek Cameron
Inverness v Inveraray  
Daniel MacRae

Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup Quarter 
Final
Kyles Ath v Lochside Rovers  
Duncan Freshwater
Kingussie v Beauly   
David Stafford
Glenurquhart v Lovat.   
John Angus Gillies 

RBS MacTavish Plate Final
Fort William v Skye  
Archie Ritchie
at Craigard, Invergarry

Orion Group Premiership
Kyles Ath v Glenurquhart  
David Mitchell
Newtonmore v Lochaber  
Evan MacRae - 3pm 

Marine Harvest National 
Division 
Bute v Oban Camanachd  
Innes Wood
Glenorchy v Caberfeidh  

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Newtonmore v Strathglass  
Graham Cameron - 12pm

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Kilmory v Ballachulish  
Ronnie Campbell
Taynuilt v Aberdour   

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Aberdeen Uni v Lochcarron  
Calum Girvan

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Aberdour v Tayforth  
Neil MacDonald 
Ballachulish v Glenorchy  
Iain Kennedy
Bute v Glasgow Mid Argyll  
John Wood 

Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Kilmallie v Inverness  
John Matheson

Kinlochshiel’s Duncan MacRae and Beauly’s Ewen Campbell in 
action during their Camanachd Cup tie last Saturday. Kinlochshiel 

won by the only goal of the game. Photo: Donald Cameron

Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup quarter-final Draw
The Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup, was made on Monday by
Camanachd Association president Archie Robertson and David

The draw was as follows:
Glenurquhart v Inverness / Inveraray
Kinlochshiel v Fort William
Lovat / Kingussie v Kyles Athletic
Skye v Kilmallie
Ties to be played Saturday July 5.

Fort William’s Gordon MacKinnon and Liam Symonds tussle for 
the ball during last Saturday’s Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup 
second round tie at An Aird. Fort William defeated Caberfeidh 

7-3. 20_f23shinty01

David Grevemberg and Archie Robertson at the draw for the  quarter finals of the Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup. Photo:  NHS

RBS MacTavish 
Bowl
FORT WILLIAM and SKYE 
CAMANACHD have the

of the season as they contest the
new RBS MacTavish Bowl this
Saturday.

The new trophy creates a com-
petition for the teams knocked
out of the opening round of the
MacTavish Cup.

But neither team see the tro-

will be going all out to bring
the bowl back to their respective
communities.

Skye manager John MacLeod
summed up the feeling ahead

for grabs at the end of the day.

our trophy cabinet than in Fort

The match is scheduled to be
played at Craigard, Invergarry
with a 2.30pm throw-up. Referee
in charge in Archie Ritchie.

Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup
LOVAT were held to a 3-3
draw in Inveraray last weekend,
despite taking a two-goal lead at
the Winterton.

Graeme MacMillan and Jamie
Matheson took the visitors into
half time at 2-0 to the good but
Inveraray pulled the scoreline
level after 66 minutes.

Lovat again took the lead

goal but a last gasp equaliser
from the home side was a bitter
blow for the Kiltarlity men.

Lovat take on Kingussie this
Saturday in the Scottish Hydro
Camanachd Cup.

KINGUSSIE
game of the Camanachd Cup
on Saturday and will travel to
Balgate Park to take on Lovat
in what coach Russell Jones

us. I think if we play to form

beating them.

favourites to win but I know if
we play to form we can do it.
We beat them at the same stage
last year but we have been a bit
inconsistent this season. We
have good games and bad games
so we just have to hope we have

Jones will have a full squad
apart from Fraser Munro who is
on holiday.

Fort William and Skye contest 
first silverware of the season

INVERARAY forward Lewis
McNichol responded to criticism
from his manager the previous
week by bagging a brace as
Inveraray drew with Lovat last
Saturday.

from 2-0 down at half time to
earn a 3-3 draw with the Orion
Group Premiership title chal-
lengers.

McNichol was hooked after
35 minutes against Kingussie
the previous week to make way
for veteran Ruaridh Graham, a
tactic that paid off for manager
Garry MacPherson as Graham
scored twice in the 2-0 win.

But McNichol retained his
starting place against Lovat,
albeit with a warning from his
boss still ringing in his ears.

his work rate had to change and
that goals would come off the
back of that.

-
stitution on the chin, so was
determined to prove me wrong
and I am chuffed he had such a

Campbell, were also standout
performers.

MacPherson admitted he
did not know much about this

-
ponents Inverness but insisted
he would not take the North
Division One team lightly.

MacDonald is still suspended
Douglas Dando may make his
comeback from injury.

Orion Group 
Premiership
KYLES ATHLETIC trainer
James Perlich refused to get

Scottish Hydro Camanachd
Cup after taking the scalp of
Newtonmore.

The Tighnabruaich men
suffered a league defeat to
the defending champions last
week but turned on the style to
progress in the cup competition
with a 2-1 win.

Roberto Zavaroni opened
the scoring as late as the 65th
minute but Newtonmore equal-

MacDonald proved the hero by
scoring the winner at the death.

team but put in great individual

said Perlich.

whole team but we are not going
to get carried away.

from the performance and look
to Glenurquhart at home this
weekend.

GLENURQUHART are

Scottish Hydro Camanchd Cup
thanks to a 5-3 victory against
Lochaber at the weekend.

Coach Billy MacLean said:  

pleased we went through. It was
a game of two halves, just after
half time we were 5-1 then we
let it slide and Lochaber played
really well in the second half but
the important thing is we got

to Tighnabruaich for the Orion

Athletic and MacLean knows it
will be no easy game.

tough, Kyles will be on a high
after beating Newtonmore this

MacLean is not sure if young
players Euan Lloyd  and James
Herwood will make the trip as
both had to come off at half time
because of injuries.

The good thing is we have Lewis
MacLennan back from suspen-

going to have a full squad this
season, it seems to just be one

Camanachd Cup champions
NEWTONMORE are out of
the running already as they con-
ceded a goal to Kyles Athletic in
the 90th minute on Saturday.

were 1-0 down until Steven
MacDonald scored an equaliser
84 minutes in but Kyles were not
to be defeated and Colin Mac-

victory.
This weekend Newtonmore

have the chance to redeem them-
selves when they take on bottom
of the table Lochaber at home in
the Orion Group Premiership.

LOCHABER have another loss
to add to the list as they were
put out of the Scottish Hydro
Camanachd Cup in a 5-3 defeat
by Glenurquhart at home.

Despite managing to pull the
score from 5-1 to 5-3 in the
second half on Saturday, it was
not enough for Lochaber to stay
in the cup and they will now be
focusing on pulling themselves
from the bottom of the table in
the Orion Group Premiership.

This weekend they face a
challenge when they take on
Newtonmore, who are at the top
of the league and have only lost
one game in the premiership
this season.

KINLOCHSHIEL edged
through their Camanachd Cup
tie at Beauly thanks to a Jordan
Fraser penalty.

match this weekend.

National Division
KILMALLIE took a while to
get into their stride last Saturday

against Ballachulish but a better
second half performance saw

round of the Camanachd Cup.
The South Division One team

down than many may have

strike in the 51st minute broke
the deadlock.

Michael Rodger and Ryan
Stewart added their names to
the scoresheet before Graham
added a fourth.

Kilmallie have no game this
weekend but their junior team
face Inverness at home in North
Division Three.

OBAN CAMANACHD
manager Gussie Campbell
said he is taking nothing for

National Division match with
league strugglers Bute.

Camanachd notched up a 5-0
win in Dalmally last weekend,
a result that Campbell admitted

be no complacency from his
players this weekend.

just now but we will take this
game as seriously as we would
anyone else in the league.

A powerful, new-look forward
line gave Camanachd some add-

match last weekend.
Aidan MacIntyre, Scott

MacMillan and new signing
Gary McKerracher were added
to the attack and all three got on
the scoresheet, alongside Lorne

-
Cuish.

BUTE crashed out of the
Camanachd Cup last Saturday
losing 3-0 at home to Skye.
This weekend the islanders face
league leaders Oban Camanachd
at the Meadows.

GLENORCHY coach John
Smith will have to help lift his

Division One match against
Caberfeidh after a crushing 5-0
home defeat against Glenorchy.

The Dalmally men had no
-

nance and even Smith admitted
his side were beaten by the
better team.

that was the main difference.

were doing alright but they were

South Division One
Players with STRACHUR
Shinty Club  were set to get
their knuckles rapped at training

weekend.
The Cowal men suffered a 2-0

defeat to a struggling Oban Celtic
at home on Saturday, throwing
away a vital opportunity to gain

points in the South Division One
league.

John Montgomery, Strachur
-

gles with injuries and missing

Speaking to The Oban Times 

worse.

substandard and just not accept-
able. They will be getting their

The Cowal men have no game
this weekend.

OBAN CELTIC interim man-
ager David Hamilton said there

the team after a 2-0 away win
over Strachur.

Lee Askew and Kenny Woth-

goals for Celtic, turning around
a bad run of form.

-
pecting a tough match because
they had beaten Ballachulish
the week before but anyone is
capable of beating anyone in
this league depending on how

But Hamilton, who is also the
club president, said the result
could have been even better.

ourselves by not getting the

A last minute goal from Ab-
erdour ended KILMORY’S 
chance of taking anything from

The Lochgilphead side went
into the break 1-0 down but
managed to equalised on 50
minutes through Craig Taylor.

Their chances of taking a point
from the game against one of the
strongest teams in the league
this season were dashed, how-
ever, when Aberdour secured
their second goal through Kevin
MacKell in the 85th minute.

Kilmory will face rivals
Ballachulish tomorrow (Sat-
urday) when they welcome the
Lochaber side to MacRae Park.

BALLACHULISH will look
forward to a return to league
duty against Kilmory this week

Kilmallie in the Camananchd
Cup.

After making the short trip
to Canal Parks, Ballachulish
showed they could compete with
their more fancied opponents
and held Kilmallie to a goalless

The away defence had been
well marshalled by Alan Clark
who sustained an injury and was
moved into the forwardline.

This resulted in an unbalanc-

was no surprise when Kilmallie
broke the deadlock in the 51st
minute. A further three goals
made for a comprehensive vic-
tory for the home side.

Ballachulish were well served

by team manager  Donald
Wilson who stood in for the
suspended John MacDonald and
ran the away team centre line
like a youngster.

Ballachulish juveniles had the
interesting but unknown Scot-
land/England tie at the Jubilee
Park against the English Shinty
Association.

A Patrick MacLean penalty
in the 38th minute and a 58th
minute Alistair MacDonald

TAYNUILT manager Davy
Thomson has blasted his
under-achieving players after

Oban rivals Lochside Rovers.
And the manager has warned

that another home defeat this
weekend against Aberdour
would leave the Lorn side in a
precarious league position.

so well last week against Kyles

last Saturday. Some of them
should be embarrassed with
their performance.

with teams like Lochside and
we had a good crowd down
to watch us, which makes the
performance even more disap-
pointing.

their weight, or we will quickly
-

Taynuilt were 3-0 down after
20 minutes last week but pulled
two goals back through Stuart
Scott just before half time.
Lochside ran away with the
match in the second half.

LOCHSIDE ROVERS had an
impressive 6-2 away win over
near neighbours Taynuilt last
weekend thanks to goals from
David MacMillan (2), Scott

Scott Turnbull and Diarmid
MacMillan. This Saturday the
Oban side travel to Tighnabrua-
ich to play Kyles Athletic in the

Considine Sutherland Cup.

North Division Two
GLENGARRY will have a
week to lick their wounds after
a 5-1 defeat by Aberdeen Uni-
versity at the weekend.

Coach Ewen Cameron said:

It was just a bit of a disaster re-
ally. We were a couple of boys
short but Aberdeen played well,

weekend and Cameron is unsure
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D & G Flooring 
Shoot-out Shield 
group stages

Weather
Thursday Light rain showers
 Winds light west north westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 12ºC

Friday Sunny
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 13ºC to 16ºC.

Weekend Rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Thundery showers on Sunday

Winds light west south westerly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 15ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, June 5, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  04.52   1.9 10.30 3.0 16.53       1.7       22.36      3.1
Fri  05.51 1.9 11.42 2.9 17.47       1.7       23.41      3.1     
Sat  06.58 1.9 13.14 2.9 18.45       1.7        **.**        *.*
Sun  01.07 3.1 08.02 1.8      14.21      3.0       19.44      1.6
Mon  02.21 3.2 08.57 1.6 15.10 3.2        20.43      1.4
Tues       03.17      3.4  09.43 1.3 15.53       3.4       21.38      1.2
Wed  04.04   3.6 10.25 1.1 16.34       3.6       22.30       0.9
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

14

16

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

9

SCHOOL SHINTY

League and cup double for Saints
The Oban side have lost 
just one game all season

FOOTBALL

SAFL - Premier Division - Final League Table
      P       W       D       L        F        A       Pts
1    Oban Saints    18      13       5        0        53       19       44
2    Haldane United    18      12       3        3        54       28       39
3    St Joseph’s FP    18      11       4        3        56       32       37
4    Finnart    18       9        3        6        47       37       30
5    Busby     18       7        3        8        37       46       24
6    Thorn Athletic    18       6        3        9        28       33       21
7    Castlemilk    18       4        7        7        40       50       21  
8    Alba Thistle    18       6        0       12       31       51       18
9    Inverclyde    18       4        4       10       33       44       16
10  Kilbowie Union    18       1        2       15       30       69        5

Group A - Saturday May 24
Lochell 4-2 Outreach
Foleys 3-3 Lochnell
Foleys 2-4 Cellar
Outreach 2-4 Cellar
Lochnell 2-4 Cellar
Foleys 5-1 Outreach

P  W  D  L   F   A  Pts  
Cellar 3   3   0   0   12   6   6
Foleys 3   1   1   1   10   8   3
Lochnell 3   1   1   1    9    9   3
Outreach 3   0   0   3    5  13   0
Group B - Sunday May 25
Lancaster A 3-3 Argyll
Gluepot 1-5 Lancaster B
Argyll 3-3 Lancaster B
Lancaster A 4-2 Gluepot
Argyll 5-1 Gluepot
Lancaster A 5-1 Lancaster B

      P W D L  F  A Pts
Lancaster A   3  2  1  0  12  6  5
Argyll       3  1  2  0  11  7  4
Lancaster B   3  1  1  1   9   9  3
Gluepot          3  0  0  3  4  14  0
The top three sides in each 

Sunday June 8.

POOL

AFTER the 2-0 Jimmy Marshall 

last Wednesday evening Oban 
Saints were looking to win a 
league and cup double in the 
space of four days when they 
went head to head with Haldane 
United last Saturday in an 
incredible climax to the SAFL 
Premier Division league season.

Oban Saints youths’
results and fixtures

YOUTH FOOTBALL
LAST weekend’s results: Sat-
urday - Broomhill SC 7, Under 
13s 5.  On target for Saints were 
Thomas White, Scott Mossman, 
Cameron Hill, Cameron Kerr 
and Gary MacCuish. Sunday 
- Under 13s 2, Ardencaple 5. 
Saints’ scorers were Rory Dowd 
and Oran Bryce.
League Cup Semi Final 

- Drumchapel United 1, Under 
14s 2. Scoring for Saints were 
Ruairidh Horne and Lewis 
Buchanan.
M&M Shield Final at Millburn 

Park Alexandria - Under 15s 3, 
Goldenhill 3. Saints lost 4-3 on 
penalties.
 Milngavie BC v Under 17s, 
postponed.

-
caple v Under 13s; - Tuesday- 
League Cup Final - Westerton 
United v Under 14s; Saturday 
- Baljafray v Under 14s; Sunday 
- Drumchapel United v Under 
14s; Saturday - Blair Thistle v 
Under 15s; Sunday - Under 15s 
v Blair Thistle. 

THE Macaulay Sixes take place 
this Saturday from 10.30am at 

Two competitions will be 
staged this year, the senior event 
for the Ian Cummings Memorial 
Trophy and a junior event for 
the Alastair Campbell Shield.

Should entries justify, an 
intermediate competition will 
be held for the Peter English 
Trophy.

Artemis Macaulay 
six-a-sides

Despite remaining unbeaten in 
the league Saints knew that a slip 

the title go to Premier Division 
new boys Haldane.

The club from Balloch have 
enjoyed an excellent debut 

a run of seven straight victories 

having scored 30 goals in the 
process. 

This glut of goals had seen 
them edge ahead of Saints in the 
goal scoring charts but Saints 
frugal defence maintained their 
goal difference advantage.

However, goal difference was 
irrelevant as a single point would 
see Saints crowned champions 
whereas only a win would do for 
Haldane.

The two teams met at Inler 
Park back in August and even 
at that early stage in the season 
Haldane gave a preview of their 
remarkable resilience. The Oban 
side were 3 - 0 ahead against 
10men with 30 minutes to play 
but Haldane came storming 
back to draw 3 - 3.

Thriller
Saturday’s game was a real 

thriller played on an excellent 
Glencruitten surface and in front 
of a large crowd of spectators.

The stakes were high but 
these two good footballing sides 
gave referee Gary Logan, who 
had an excellent game, an easy 
afternoon despite the intensity 

The visitors took the lead in 
the 12th minute when Craig 
MacEwan gave away a free 
kick on the half way line. The 

post were Daniel McIlmun rose 
above the Saints defence to head 
the ball home.

Saints never panicked and kept 
plugging away and should have 
equalised when Myles McAuley 
was sent clear with only the 

shot in front of goals and a great 
opportunity was missed.

Then on the 23rd minute 
mark another good chance was 
missed; this time Allan MacKay 
being the culprit knocking the 
ball past the post when it looked 
easier to score.

However, the local side did 
get back on level terms when 

free kick from the left for Craig 
MacEwan who got in front of 

helpless Chris Connolly to make 
the half time score 1-1.

Saints should have been 3-1 up 
at the break with two glorious 
chances wasted.

The big crowd, basking in the 
glorious sunshine were getting 
treated to a great game of foot-
ball by these two sides.

Saints knew they needed 
another goal as Haldane always 
looked dangerous, but credit 
to this Saints team they were 
working really hard from back 
to front, not allowing the visitors 
any time on the ball.

Foot injury
With 20 minutes remaining 

Saints lost the services of Allan 
MacKay with a foot injury, his 
place up front being taken by 
Mattie Rippon.

Haldane knew they needed to 
win the game so were pushing 
more men forward which left 
space at the back and this suited 
the pace of Lewis Cameron 
and Mattie Rippon and with 12 
minutes remaining Saints netted 

the vital second goal that would 
surely win them the league title.

Lewis Cameron made a great 
break through the middle leav-
ing a couple of Haldane defend-
ers in his wake before squaring 
the ball to Mattie Rippon who 

Connoly and into the net making 
the score 2-1.

The visitors pushed for an 
equaliser as the game drew to 
a close but Saints held out fairly 
comfortably to be crowned  Scot-
tish Amateur League Premier 
Division Champions for 2014.

Manager Iain Jackson was 
delighted. He said: ‘We’ve had 

a tremendous season both in the 
league and cup competitions. 
We’ve only lost one game all 
season in 90 minutes and that 
was in the Scottish Cup. The 

They’ve worked really hard and 
some of the football we’ve played 
this season has been excellent.’

Club secretary David Buchanan 
said: ‘We’ll enjoy our success, 
have a three or four week break 
but we won’t be complacent. We 
are looking to strengthen the 
squad for next season. Any new 
players will be made more than 
welcome. Pre-season training 
starts early Wednesday July 2.’

Saints captain Marc MacCallum holds aloft the Jimmy Marshall 
Trophy after last Wednesday’s 2-0 win over Inverclyde. 

Photo: Derek Black

Oban Saints with the Scottish Amateur Football League Premier Division trophy after last Saturday’s 2-1 win over Haldane United. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Mattie Rippon fires home the championship winning goal. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Manager Iain Jackson shows 
his delight at the final whistle.

Photo: Kevin McGlynn
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IT WAS fun in the sun for Roy Bridge 
Primary School pupils and their 
families at the annual fair on Friday 
night and £1,000 was raised for school 
funds. 

Children and adults alike enjoyed a 
barbecue, bouncy castle, face painting 
and beat the goalie. Segways were 
also a big success as pupils spent 
the evening zooming around the 
playground.

A GROUP of novice rowers has completed 
a gruelling 100-mile row from St Kilda to 
their hometown of Portree, raising almost 
£16,000 for charity. 

After months of training and preparation 
the eight-man group, Row St Kilda, set off 
in their 120-year-old larch skiff at 4am on 
Friday and arrived back to the Isle of Skye 
just 30 hours later, smashing their target of 
between 38-48 hours. 

Team leader Donnie Nicolson said: ‘We 
are delighted to have completed the row in 
such a brilliant time. We are tired, but sheer 
adrenaline and all the support we’ve been 
getting kept us going.’ 

Row St Kilda has raised £15,920.52 so far 
for the Royal National Lifeboat Institution  
(RNLI) and Skye and Lochalsh Young Car-
ers. Mr Nicolson said both were deserving 
of the money for the ‘extraordinary and im-

the rowers are crew members of the Portree 
lifeboat, we are fully aware of the enormous 
costs that are needed to keep the RNLI run-
ning. Hopefully we can do our little bit to 
help. Skye and Lochalsh Young Carers is a 
charity most of us were not unaware of until 
the challenge. We hope we can not only raise 
some funds for it, but just as importantly 

Lochaber
Provincial Mod
LOCHABER Provincial Mòd 
begins in Fort William today 
(Thursday) with instrumental 
competitions starting at 6.30pm. 

Oral, solo and choral 
contests will take place all day 
tomorrow in both Fort William 
RC Primary School and St 
Andrew’s Church Hall. 

A prizewinners’ concert 
will be held in the school from 
4-6pm on Friday.

Meanwhile, members of Meur 
Lochabair, the Mòd organising 
committee,  are planning a 
number of fundraising events 
for the 2017 Royal National 
Mòd, to be held in Fort William. 
A target of £30,000 has been set 
by Mòd organisers, An Comunn 
Gaidhealach, to be raised by 
the local committee in the next 
three years.

Catherine MacKinnon of 
Meur Lochabair said: ‘The 
organising committee look 
forward to a fun three years of 
events and activities and it is 
hoped as many members of the 
public as possible will come 
along and enjoy them.’

To submit fundraising ideas 
or join the committee contact 
Linda Campbell via linda@
bosslochaber.co.uk. 

THE FIRST meeting of a 
newly-elected Caol Community 
Council will be held on Monday 
night, June 9.

The village, just outside Fort 
William, has been without a 
public representation group for 
almost 10 years because of insuf-

residents nominated themselves 
as members. Sandy Watson, one 
of the new community council-
lors, said: ‘Our main reason for 
setting it up is the people of Caol 
want a say in what is going on 

Expect delays        
on The Road to    
the Isles 
TRAFFIC on The Road to the 
Isles is expected to be disrupted 
next week as improvement work 
begins in an attempt to reduce 
accidents.

Resurfacing will begin on 
Monday, June 9, on the A830 
Fort William to Mallaig route at 

and is expected to take two 
weeks.

10mph convoy system will be in 
operation on the popular tourist 
route during the £140,000 
improvements, carried out by 
BEAR Scotland on behalf of 
Transport Scotland. 

Eddie Ross, BEAR Scotland’s 
north west unit representative, 
said: ‘The safety of the 
travelling public is paramount. 
Following a recent investigation 
on this section of the road 
we found that a new road 
surface would increase the skid 
resistance for motorists and go 
some way towards reducing the 
accident rate at this location. 

‘Because of the location and 
nature of the works, some 
disruption is to be expected and 
we thank motorists for their 
patience in advance.’

A CAOL man has been ordered 
to carry out 100 hours of unpaid 
work in the community after 
sending text and social media 
messages threatening to murder 
his ex-partner’s male friend. 

Edward Gall, of 9 Camaghael 
Road, sent messages to both his 
former partner and her friend 
including ‘mate I’m going to do 
time in jail for you. I’m going to 

A MOTHER and daughter 
have admitted using an elderly 
friend’s bank card to obtain 
cash and online goods totalling 
£2,500. 

Janice Duncan, 64, and her 27 
year-old daughter Hayley, both 
of 2 Iona Court in Fort William, 
pled guilty in the town’s sheriff 

A POPULAR riding school in 
Lochaber may have to close its 
doors for good after two horses 
caught an infection. 

Ardgour Riding Centre looks 
after 13 animals and provides 
classes to as many as 100 
children, including Pony Club 
members, and has participated 
in the Duke of Edinburgh award 
scheme but its future is hanging 
in the balance following an 
outbreak of strangles, a common 
equine disease affecting the 
respiratory system.

The centre has been temporarily 
closed since the infection was 
discovered in April but owners 
now fear they can’t afford to 
reopen because of the cost of 
quarantine, vaccinations and vet 
bills as well as the loss of income 
from closure.

Ardgour Riding Centre owner 
Claire Cameron said: ‘As soon 
as we discovered the threat we 
closed the centre and separated 
the infected horses. We’ve had 
Glasgow Vet School in doing 
checks. They were really helpful 
and they praised how quickly we 
reacted. We really did everything 
we could. 

‘Realistically I don’t think 

we will be able to open again. 
Nothing has been decided 

business, we’ve only been going 
for three years and it’s all been so 
expensive. The quarantine alone 
cost £10,000. We’ve lost business 
from being closed during high 
season and we haven’t even seen 
the vet bills yet but we know 
they will be expensive. We’re 
really upset about it. Financially 
and emotionally it has been a 
great loss.’ 

Ms Cameron said it was unclear 
what caused the infection, but 
there a number of possible 
explanations. 

She added:  ‘We recently had 
a new horse brought over from 
Ireland but it went through all 
of the appropriate checks before 

wasn’t infected. A quarter of 
horses can be carriers without 
showing any symptoms and 
the infection is passed through 
contact, anything from faeces to 
a sneeze. Stranglers can survive 

Amateur rowers set off on a 100-mile trip to raise £16,000 for charity. 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Horse disease 
leaves centre 
in cash crisis 

for up to eight weeks on clothing 
so it also could have come in 
from a person. We just don’t 
know what it could have been.

‘I’ve had some really horrible 
phone calls and things said 
about me. I’ve been accused of 
spreading disease throughout 
the area and all sorts of horrible 
things - I just want people to 
know that I did everything I 
could and quarantined the horses 
as soon as I found out.’ 

Mandy Watson from Fort 
William keeps her pony at the 
centre and praised Ms Cameron 
for her efforts. 

She said: ‘My daughter’s pony 
has been at Ardgour for the last 
two years and Claire couldn’t 
have done more for us. It’s the 
children who will suffer because 
they all love the Pony Club and 
none of the other riding schools 
in the area are willing to take it 
on. 

‘As soon as Claire found out 
she did everything she could to 
stop the infection spreading and 
let everyone know straight away.
When I was bringing my pony 
back to Fort William people 
were phoning local landowners 
and telling them not to let me 
keep my pony there because 
of the infection. It’s just so 
cruel because Claire has done 
everything she can and I have all 
the documentation to prove my 
animal isn’t infected. 

‘I want to thank Claire and her 
daughter Amber for the level of 
hard work they put into the riding 
club, protecting the animals and 
all of the fun they offered to all 
the children.’ 

court to using the 86-year-old 
man’s debit card to withdraw 
£400 from an ATM over a 
number of occasions throughout 
2012 and to order products 
online worth almost £2,100. 

Sheriff Richard Davidson 
deferred sentencing last 
Wednesday until June 24 for 

a social work report and said 
he was seriously considering a 
custodial sentence. 

He added: ‘This is the lowest 
of the low. This is the worst type 
of abuse imaginable.’ 

A spokeswoman from Age 
Scotland, a charity which 
aims to improve the lives of 

the elderly, said: ‘Incidences 
like these highlight why it is 
so vital that we encourage 
those experiencing elder abuse 
to seek help.  However, some 
people may not know where to 
turn to, especially if the person 
responsible is a friend, relative 
or carer.’

stab you to death,’ and ‘tell him 
he’s getting a baseball bat round 
his head,’ Fort William Sheriff 
Court heard last Tuesday. 

The 31-year-old had pled guilty 
at a previous hearing to send-
ing messages of an offensive, 
obscene and indecent nature on 
May 4. 

He also admitted appearing at 
his ex-partner’s home the previ-

ous night, shouting, swearing, 
making threats and refusing to 
leave when asked to do so. 

Fiscal depute Eilidh Robertson 
told the court Gall had been in a 
relationship with the complainer 
until June last year. 

His defence solicitor told the 
court the couple had been to-
gether for four and a half years. 
He reacted badly when they split 

up but thought he was over her, 
he added.

Sheriff Richard Davidson said: 
‘He was still smarting from 
rejection by this woman and was 
trying to exercise some kind of 
control by trying to frighten her 
and her new companion. You 
have to get the message loud and 
clear that your ex-partner is just 
that, an ex.’ 

Novice rowers push the boat out for charity

Fort William mother and daughter admit 
spending £2,500 using elderly friend’s card  

Caol man sent threats to ex-partner’s male friend
in Caol. There’s a lot of interest 
in the new group. A lot of people 
have said although they’re not 
members of the council they 
would still like to come along as 
members of the public.’

Caol and Mallaig Highland 
councillor Allan Henderson said: 
‘This new community council 
gives me particular pleasure as 
this is a young group engaging 
in the important role of serving 
the community they live in.’ 

The meeting will be held at 7pm 
in Caol Community Centre.

First meeting of community council

Roy Bridge Primary School pupils 
spent a sunny evening on segways 

in the playground. From left: Rosana 
Shepherd, Harvey Allison and Malu 

Shepherd. 

Fun in the sun 
at Roy Bridge 
school fair

Ardgour riding school faces 
struggle for future survival
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WORK has begun on two new 
schools in the Fort William 
area. 

The start of construction on 
the joint Fort William and Upper 
Achintore building and the new 
dedicated Gaelic school in Caol 
was marked by turf-cutting 
ceremonies at both sites.

Both schools are expected to 
be completed before the start of 
the school year in 2015 and have 
been called ‘key milestones’ by 
Highland Council’s chairman 
of education, children and adult 
services committee, Alasdair 
Christie.

Teachers and pupils from 
Fort William and Upper 
Achintore primary schools met 
with Highland councillors at 
Lundavra Road on Thursday 
morning, where work on the 
new combined school building 
is now underway. Objectors to 

A FORMER Lochaber 
surgeon was honoured with 
an award for outstanding 
service to the community 
by Fort William Community 
Council. 

David Sedgwick was 
presented with the group’s 

award in the town’s council 
chambers last Friday. 

The title goes to 
someone who has provided 
outstanding personal service 
to the community or whose 
service has made a special 
contribution to the wellbeing 
of Fort William and the 
wider area and community 
council chairman Neil Clark 
presented Dr Sedgwick 
with a painting to mark the 
honour. Members chose Dr 

award ‘in recognition of 
his long and distinguished 
service to the population of 
Lochaber’.

Chairman Neil Clark 

criteria - he has provided 
outstanding personal service 
through his treatments and 
operations at the Belford 

[Hospital] over the years 
and is involved in youth and 
church work. 

‘He was hugely involved 
in stopping the closure of 
the Belford and is extremely 
well known and liked in the 
community.’

Prior to his retirement in 
January, Dr Sedgwick spent 
21 years as Belford Hospital’s 
consultant surgeon and led 

save the Belford from being 
downgraded to a community 
day hospital as well as 
introducing keyhole surgery 
to the hospital. 

He said: ‘It’s a real honour 
to have received this award; 
there are many worthy 
recipients. It has been 
a pleasure to work with 
the team at the Belford , 
GPs, mountain rescue and 
ambulance staff and I feel 
that it’s really a recognition 
of the whole team’s work 
and I’m proud to have 
played a part of it. I also 
have a long-suffering wife 
and six children who have 
contributed by helping me to 
do the work that I do.’

Man’s single 
punch inflicted 
significant injuries 
on victim
A SINGLE punch in a High 
Street bar caused a man to fall 

three of his teeth and fracturing 
his nose, Fort William Sheriff 
Court has heard.

Stuart Cameron, of 8 Hillview 
Drive, Corpach, hit a man after 
an argument in the toilets of the 
Volunteer Arms on December 
21 last year, the court heard last 
Tuesday. 

The 27-year-old had pled 
guilty at a previous hearing 
and defence solicitor Hamish 
Melrose said the victim had 
started an argument with 
Cameron’s friend in the toilet 
and was making threats on the 
way up the stairs to the bar.

He added: ‘Some comment 
was made by the complainer, 
it was along the lines of ‘better 
watch your back’. 

‘That’s when he struck the 
complainer causing him to fall 
down the steps.’

Sheriff Richard Davidson told 
Cameron it was lucky the victim 
was not more seriously injured. 

He added: ‘These are 

not life-threatening. It is not 
acceptable no matter what the 
circumstances.’ 

Sentencing was deferred until 
June 24 for a social inquiry 
report. 

Sheriff advises 
teenager to seek 
legal advice
A TEENAGER was told to seek 
legal advice after he admitted 
causing a breach of the peace in 
Belford Hospital, Fort William. 

Ryan Murphy, of 26 Ross 
Place, Fort William, appeared 
unrepresented in the town’s 
Sheriff Court last Tuesday 
and pled guilty to shouting, 
swearing, demanding attention 
from staff and behaving in a 
disorderly manner on February 
10. 

Sheriff Richard Davidson told 
the 19-year-old: ‘I take a very 
dim view on people disrupting 
hospital staff. 

seek legal advice because this 
is a serious matter and I am not 
ruling out prison.’ 

Sentence was deferred until 
June 24.

the plan also turned out to voice 
their concerns. 

Councillor Thomas 
MacLennan, leader of Lochaber 
Area Committee, said: ‘This 
is a great step forward for 
Fort William and Lochaber 
- in addition to building these 
excellent new schools, the 
council will ensure that the new 
buildings act as local hubs with 
as much access as possible for 
the community.’

In the afternoon a similar 
event was held at the Ardgour 
Road building which all Gaelic-
medium pupils in Fort William 
will move to in August next 
year.

Chairman of Highland 
Council’s Gaelic Implementation 

Councillor Hamish Fraser, chairman of the Gaelic Implementation Group, turns the first soil to signify the start of work on the new 
Gaelic school at Caol.

By EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Finn Forsyth and Abbie Mitchell, future pupils of the new Fort William school help Gary Holmes, 
left, of Graham construction and councillor Thomas MacLennan. 20_f23schools01

Building work starts on new Fort 
schools but objectors still unhappy

Group, councillor Hamish 
Fraser, said: ‘This is another 
great achievement for Highland 
Council’s development of Gaelic 
education. 

‘The new Gaelic school in Fort 
William will further expand the 
Council’s commitment to the 
Gaelic language in a key area of 
the Highlands.’

But it was not all smiles at 
the Lundavra Road site as the 
owners of three adjacent houses 
turned out to object to the build.  

main concern is the height of the 
school. 

‘We were told at the start of 
planning the building would 
be single storey, it’s now going 
to be three storeys and will 
overshadow our house. We’re 
worried about the daylight being 
taken away from our home. 

‘We’re also losing our view 

over the loch. When we 
mentioned that to the council we 
were told ‘you’ll be able to watch 
the children playing badminton 
from your living room’, but the 
issue is they will also be able to 
see us. Where the badminton 
court will be, kids will be able 
to see into our living room, 
bedroom and bathroom.’ 

Mr and Mrs Robertson also 
objected to the design of the 
school. 

Shona Robertson said: ‘It’s in 
such a beautiful location but it’s 
dark and drab. It looks like an 
industrial distillery.’ 

Council’s senior education 

and Lochaber, listened to the 
complaints and promised to set 
up a meeting between the group 

concerns.

Dr David Sedgwick and his wife Frances were given a 
painting to mark the first Fort William Citizen of the Year 

award. 

A FORT William medical centre has won a 
national award for commitment in providing 
quality care to patients.

Tweeddale Medical Practice was chosen by 
the Royal College of General Practitioners 
(RCGP) for the Quality Practice Award for the 

Dr James Douglas, GP at Tweedale, said: 
‘We are all absolutely delighted to have picked 
up a QPA for the second time. There is a huge 
amount of effort from all of the staff within the 
practice that goes into collecting such an award 
and it highlights how we have continued to 
demonstrate extremely high standards here in 
Tweeddale.’

Medical centre 
wins quality award

Former Lochaber 

POLICE are appealing for information about an alleged 
assault in Fort William in the early hours of Monday 
morning (June 2). 

Upper Achintore, at around 1.30am and one man sustained 
leg injuries.

Any witnesses who may have heard a disturbance or saw 

the anonymous Crimestoppers line on 0800 555111.  

Police witness appeal
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Alastair Redman
Conservative & Unionist
Alastair prides himself on being a passionate 
and hardworking local political activist. He 
has taken a real interest in local matters in 
Kintyre & the Isles and is now vice-Chairman 
of his local community council.  Working with 
the local community, Alastair is an integral 
part of the Armed Forces Support Group charity, sending 
morale boosting parcels to our overseas forces.

In addition to running a local small business and sub- Post 
Office on his native Islay, Alastair finds time to be a Director of 
his local recycling charity Re-Jig and cares strongly about the 
local environment.  He was also instrumental in setting up the 
Better Together Islay Facebook page.  Better Together is the 
cross party campaign that promotes the view held by millions 
of Scots: that Scotland is a better and stronger country within 
the UK family of nations.

Kintyre & Islands Ward Co-Coordinator (Conservative)
Tel: 01496 860 264    Email: alastair.redman@hotmail.co.uk

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

FW

COUNCILLORS in Argyll and 
Bute had an increase in expenses 
spending in 2013-2014, with an 
average bill of more than £5,060 
per councillor.

The previous year the bill was 
£4,881 per councillor.

Both Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar (Western Isles Council) and 
Highland Council reduced ex-
penses payments to councillors. 

The average cost of a 
councillor’s expenses in High-
land was £3,624.20 and in the 

£4,047.65.
The total cost for each of the 

council areas varied, the highest 

bill in Argyll and Bute was 
£24,023, in The Western Isles 
was £21, 325 and for 80 elected 
members in Highland Council 
the average was £21, 486.52.

The highest expenses bill 
in each of the areas was Nor-
man MacDonald the convenor 
of Western Isles Council 
at £22,056.05, to Highland 
Council’s Linda Munro - the 
children’s champion - who was 
paid £14,594.29 and to Robin 
Currie of Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil, who was paid £18,582.94. 

The lowest expenses payment 
in all three authorities was to 
Inverness councillor Kenneth 
MacLeod who was paid a total of 

£138, for telephone calls. Coun-
cillor MacLeod said: ‘I use my 
feet and my car sometimes - but 
I live in the centre of Inverness 
so I don’t really have many 
expenses.’

In Argyll and Bute Council the 
highest expenses bill was paid to 
Islay councillor Robin Currie. 
The island councillor said it 
was often cheaper to stay on the 
mainland than go home at night 
between meetings. 

Councillor Currie said: ‘There 
might be a way to take it down 
by not claiming for the work I do 
for the council. 

‘But when you live on an island 
it does cost more to travel.’ 

Councillor Currie is a member 
of many council groups and is 
the spokesman for Communities, 
Culture and Strategic Housing. 
He continued: ‘I could sit at 
home and not go to meetings, but 
then I wouldn’t be representing 
the people who elected me. I 
wouldn’t want to be a councillor 
like that.’ 

Nigel Scott of Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar said: ‘It’s not a 
huge amount but when you take 
into account the rising costs of 
products and services it’s good 
that we have been able to cut 
expenditure. Pointed efforts 
have been made to keep costs 
down.’

Increase in 
Argyll and Bute 
councillors’ 
expenses
Colleagues in Highland and 
Western Isles reduce figures

Boundary Commission 
wants fewer councillors
THE NUMBER of councillors 
in Argyll and Bute may be set 
to shrink, following a recom-
mendation.

The proposal from the Local 
Boundary Commission for 
Scotland would see the numbers 
decrease from 36 to 33.

Due to a decreasing number of 
residents in the area the criteria 
for allocating councillors - based 
purely on population - would 

mean a reduction in Argyll and 
Bute councillors to 24.

However, the number of coun-
cillors cannot be reduced by any 
more than 10 per cent in any 
consultation period and therefore 
the maximum the number can be 
reduced by is three.  

Once a decision is reached on 
councillor numbers ward bound-
aries will then be reviewed by 
the commission.

Family charity extends services
A GRANT awarded to a family 
support charity has been hailed as 
a major boost for the population of 
Mull.

Receiving £108,649 from the 
Big Lottery Scotland’s Investing 
in Communities programme, the 
Oban-based Home-Start Lorn 
can now provide care for a greater 
number of families on the island.

Aileen Binner, Home-Start 
manager, said: ‘The funding will 

enable the project to develop and 

isolated and vulnerable families on 
the Isle of Mull, improving family 
relationships, reducing isolation and 

‘When I moved to this area 30 
years ago I would have greatly 

Start. We are open to anyone who 
needs support and friendship while 
their family are young.’

Bob Clarke, Home-Start chair-
man, said: ‘I am particularly 
delighted with this funding as it 
allows us to extend a much-valued 
service on the island of Mull.

Michael Russell MSP for Argyll 
and Bute, said: ‘I was delighted to 
hear Home-Start has secured this 
funding. The network provides an 
invaluable service to communities 
across Mull and its expansion will 
be very welcome.’

Aileen Binner and Bob Clarke from Home-Start Lorn were delighted to receive a cheque from the Big Lottery to 
extend the work on Mull. 15_t23home1

Survey to chart decline of rare species
ONE OF Scotland’s rarest 
birds, found in Islay, will 
be the subject of a national 
survey to see how the 
population is faring after 
years of decline.

In Scotland, choughs are 
only found in a small area 
of the south-west, with 
90 per cent of the birds 
making their home on the 
island.

Long-term monitoring 
has shown that the popula-
tion on Islay has struggled 
in recent years. 

A drop in the survival of 
young birds led to the loss 
of 14 pairs - or 20 per cent 
of the island’s population 
– between 2002 and 2012. 
Researchers are particu-

larly concerned about the 
survival rates of young 

is thought that variations 
in weather and food abun-
dance could be having an 
impact on the survival of 
these sub-adult choughs.

The work on Islay is part 
of a national study to give 
a better picture of how the 
birds are coping across 
the UK. The information 
gathered will help target 
conservation efforts for 
the recovery of the spe-

cies in areas where it is in 
decline. 

RSPB research assistant 
Michal Sur walks up to 
20km a day searching 
Islay’s most remote areas 
for the birds.

He said: ‘The core of the 
population breeds in old 
buildings or farm sheds 
inland but choughs have 
also traditionally nested 
in caves along the coast. 
We have information on 
historical nest sites from 
previous surveys and are 
searching remote coastal 
areas in the north and east 

whether any chough are 
using these inaccessible 
sites.’The chough is one of Scotland’s rarest birds.

NEWSDESK
01397 703003

THE CHAOS surrounding a 
fatal road crash near Oban has 
prompted Oban police to call for 

management plan.
Catherine St Jean was airlifted 

to the Southern General hospital 
in Glasgow after her Ford Ka 
collided with a Fiat 500 on the 
A85 at around 2pm last Friday.

The 39-year-old woman from 
North Connel died in hospital on 
Tuesday morning.

The road was closed for eight 
hours from 2pm as specialist 
police investigators surveyed 
the crash site, half a mile east of 
Pennyfuir farmhouse.

The female driver of the Fiat 
car had minor injuries.

Following the road closure 

was brought to a standstill 
and in the week Oban Police 
launched its two-week summer 
road safety campaign, Oban 
Police Inspector Julie McLeish 
admitted contingency plans 
proved ineffective. 

The back road between 

THERE are few faults with 
former Scotland Rugby captain 
Rob Wainwright and that’s why 
his campaign to raise money for 
Dalmally-based charity Mary’s 
Meals is already on the way to 
becoming a huge success.

His challenge ‘North of the 
Fault’ is a gruelling 811 mile 
cycle around the northern part 
of Scotland, above the Highland 
Boundary line and it got off 
to a great start in Oban last 
Saturday.

The ex-rugby star turned Coll 
farmer has persuaded eight 
friends to join him on the hilly 
Highland ride, which will see 
them cover the equivalent of 
climbing 18 Munros in just nine 
days. 

MORE than half of all pension-
ers living in the Highlands and 
islands are struggling to heat 
their homes and are suffer-
ing fuel poverty, a study has 
revealed.

Figures released this week by 

Woman dies             
in road crash
A WOMAN has died following 
a collision on Monday evening 
on the A82 near the Falls of 
Falloch, north of Inverarnan.

A southbound blue VW 
Golf was in a collision with a 
northbound blue Mercedes and 
the 86-year-old front passenger 
of the Mercedes died.

All the other occupants in the 
vehicle were seriously injured 
but no details were available as 
The Oban Times went to press.

Police Scotland are asking for 
any witnesses to either vehicle 
or the incident itself, who have 
not already spoken to police, 
to call them on 101 and ask to 
speak to the trunk road policing 
group at Stirling.

New TV appeal      
in burial
place search
INVESTIGATIONS into the 
burial place for murdered 
Edinburgh book-keeper 
Suzanne Pilley have been 
stepped up after her story ap-
peared on BBC1’s Crimewatch 
programme.

More than a dozen calls were 
received by the police after the 
programme aired on Monday 
night. Detectives believe 
the 38-year-old’s body was 
buried in Argyll after she was 
murdered on May 4 2010 by 
former lover and work colleague 
David Gilroy, aged 50, in the 
basement of the Edinburgh 
building in which they worked. 
Her body has never been found. 
The day after she went missing, 
Gilroy drove to Lochgilphead, 
taking two hours longer than 
the average journey time. His 
return journey took even longer.

Police say some of the 
information came from people 
who had never been contacted 
before. The case made legal 
history when Gilroy became the 

TV. He was sentenced to 18 
years in jail in 2012.

was eventually closed when 
cars became stuck. Other 
vehicles attempted to negotiate 
the old Achavaich road, which 
is signposted as unsuitable for 
vehicles.

And desperate motorcyclists 
had to be stopped by the police 
after driving on the Dunbeg to 
Ganavan cycle path, a route also 
being used by Oban High School 
pupils getting home to Dunbeg.

Inspector McLeish said: ‘It is 
frustrating for us because we 
advise people of a pre-determined  
route, which involved a detour 
via Lochgilphead, but it is 
clear we need to formulate a 
contingency plan with Argyll 
and Bute Council.

‘Locals immediately began 
using back roads and those less 
familiar with the area followed 
them, against the advice of the 
police, which quickly caused 
congestion. 

‘It was a busy Friday afternoon, 
compounded by an increase in 
visitors to the area.

‘In future we need to take 
control of the roads as early 

as possible to prevent this 
happening again.’

Policing resources were further 
stretched when a motorbike 
carrying a husband and wife 
from Belgium crashed on the 
A83 at Strone Point. The man 
was seriously injured, while his 
wife suffered minor injuries but 
the road was closed while the 
crash investigation took place.

At the same time, police in 
Oban had to co-ordinate a 
rescue at Glen Kinglas. Oban 
Mountain Rescue Team and 
the police mountain rescue 
team were mobilised, as was 
Rescue 177 from HMS Gannet 
at Prestwick. The helicopter 
managed to retrieve the missing 
man who had injured his leg 

Oban were recalled to duty to 
help colleagues, others worked 

put onto uniform duties.

the town were dropped off at 
Dunbeg and walked into town 
via the cycle path to Ganavan.

Anyone who has information 
about the fatal road accident 
that may help police with their 
ongoing enquiries can contact 
PC Stuart Campbell on 01631 
510 500.

Tragic crash 

Inspector admits contingency 
road plans failed Oban

Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC) 
show that 59 per cent of people 
aged 60 and above in Argyll and 
Bute are living in fuel poverty; 
in the Western Isles 75 per cent 
of over 60s are affected.

In urban areas 45 per cent of 

pensioners are living in fuel pov-
erty - where a person spends 10 
per cent or more of their income 
heating their home.

Authors of the SRUC report 
have called for anti-poverty poli-

Report editor Dr Sarah Sker-
ratt said: ‘The cost of household 
heating is just one area of 
poverty in which there is an 
imbalance between rural and 
urban Scotland.’

But the situation could worsen 

for people in rural areas accord-
ing to Age Scotland. The char-
ity states home improvement 
schemes are often focused on 
more populated areas in a bid 
to cut fuel poverty rates more 
rapidly. A spokeswoman for the 

Scottish Government said £42 
million of £60 million available 
this year ‘is allocated on the 
basis of need which takes into 
account levels of fuel poverty 

properties within rural areas’.

More than half of Highlands and islands pensioners living in fuel poverty

Rob and friends tackle gruelling 
bike challenge for Mary’s Meals 

The Oban Times caught 
up with Rob and his fellow 
fundraisers at Mary’s Meals HQ 
in Craig Lodge, near Dalmally, 
in bright sunlight as they made 

adventure.
Rob said: ‘We got here with 

only one foot pedal coming off.’ 
The team of nine riders were 

full of energy and ready to keep 
going. ‘We’ve already made it 
one 40th of the way, and it wasn’t 
too bad,’ he joked.

Porridge
The team were all treated to a 

cup of likuni phala, the vitamin-
enriched porridge served to 
Malawian children by the charity 
every school day, before being 
shown round the now famous 

garden hut where Scottish 
International Relief  (the former 
name of Mary’s Meals) started 
almost 22 years ago.

Mary’s Meals, which provides 
a daily meal in developing 
countries’ schools to attract 
hungry children to the classroom 
and improve their future, 
currently reaches 894,288 
children. 

The route will take the riders 
from Oban to John o’Groats via 
Applecross and Ullapool, then 
down through Beauly and back 
to Oban for the ferry to the Isle 

they will complete the Isle of 
Mull Sportive—an 88 mile cycle 
route with 3,500 feet of ascent. 

the idea of doing a cycle from 
Land’s End to John o’Groats, but 
quickly decided we preferred 
our own neck of the woods, so 
the North of the Fault route was 
dreamt up. 

‘While our route is slightly 
shorter, it’s also rather more 
climbing and will be quite a 
tough ride for our team. We 
wanted a meaningful charitable 
element to such a demanding 
project, and the simple genius of 
Mary’s Meals was a no brainer, 
particularly since it started 
locally and is on our route.’

To sponsor the team, visit 
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
team/NorthoftheFault and to 
follow their progress, see North 
of the Fault on Facebook.

Rob Wainwright and the team taking part in the North of The Fault challenge to raise funds for Mary’s Meals. 15_t23wainwright01

Chain stolen
A CHAIN weighing nearly 200 
kilograms and measuring nine 
metres in length has been stolen 
from the slipway in Tobermory.

The theft took place between 
May 10 - 25. Anyone with any 
information, or who saw any 
suspicious activity in the area 
should contact PC Donald 
MacCuish at Tobermory Police 
Station on Mull.
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Always serving Scotland
Record performance, great value
Scottish Water is always serving Scotland, providing vital services essential 
to daily life. We provide high quality drinking water for 2.4 million households
and 159,000 business premises across Scotland and we treat their waste 
water before returning it safely to the environment.

We are delivering one of the largest
investment programmes in the UK
water industry during 2010-15
delivering the benefits Scotland
needs while supporting thousands
of construction jobs.

The quality of our drinking water is
at an all-time high and we continue
to deliver value for our customers. 
In 2014/15, the average household
charge in Scotland continues to be
£54 lower than the average charge
in England and Wales.

Now we want to know what you
think. We are holding a Public
Meeting to discuss our performance
and our plans for the future in

Argyll & Bute and would very 
much like to have the opportunity to
meet you. Much of the meeting will
be an open question and answer
session so we look forward to
hearing your views.

Venue: Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 
Breadalbane Street, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 5NZ

Date: Wednesday 18 June 2014 

Time: 5.30pm refreshments and 
informal discussion for 
6pm start

Please confirm your attendance
online at:
www.scottishwater.co.uk/consult
or by calling 01383 848 272.

Questions can be submitted in
advance when you confirm your
attendance.

Lorn Lines

The Oban Times The Oban Times

The Oban Times
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Pocket knife

The Oban Times

Above: Some of the Rotary Club of Oban’s  Am Am organisers, 
from left to right: Iain MacIntyre, David Finlayson, Roy 

Rutherford, Alan Johnston, Ross Dalgetty and Ronnie Frew. 
15_t23amam2

Community council set to stir 
the pot over Costa Coffee plan 

Newsdesks 
01631 568000 
01397 703003

Slavery

Left: This year’s Am Am winners, representing Lorne Walton 
Electrical, were, from left: Niall MacFarlane, Sean Dunstaffnage, 

Steven O’Rourke and Robert MacIntyre.

Oban Times
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WELFARE FOOTBALL

Strath Cup at Skye 
Golf Club

GOLF

Saints win double

Returns from Fort 
William Golf Club

GOLF

ISLE OF Skye Golf Club Strath 
Cup Round 2, Wednesday May 
28: 1 Dave MacVicar 44; 2 
Mike Mace 39; 3 Euan Forrest 
38 (bih); 4 Eric Faulds 38; 5 
John Marshall 37. 

Fiftieth Anniversary 
Inter-club Challenge, Saturday 

scores from nine-player teams 
- 1 IOS Team A (Alex Munro, 
Jamie Beaton, Martin Bird, 
Alasdair Campbell and Graeme 
Wilson)  188; 2 IOS Team B 
(Chris MacKinnon, Shaun 
Escott, Mike Mace, Ronnie 
Duncan and Jill MacKinnon) 
167; 3 Skeabost (Ali MacLeod, 
Thomas Munley, Andrew 
Long, Charlie Devlin and Ross 
MacFarlane) GC 154; 4 Traigh 
GC (James Manson, Steve 
Cameron, John Henderson, 
Morag MacKenzie and Linda 
MacLean) 151. 

Leon Smith, 12, will accompany Adam 
Watson to the Scottish Novice

championships in October. 

FORT William Golf Club 
returns: Saturday May 31 
June medal. Section 1: 1 Peter 
Stewart 68 (80 - 12); 2 Donnie 
MacInnes 69 (80 - 11 bih); 3 
David Matheson 69 (74-5). 
Section 2: 1 Alistair Matheson  
71 (87-16); 2 Willie Hendrie 
76 (92-16); 3 Scott Duncan 80 
(101-21). 

Sunday June 1 Senior June 
Medal. 1 Keith Sangster 63 
(77-14); 2 Ian Mackie 67 (90-23 
bih); 3 Robert McCover 67 
(81-14).

Tuesday May 27 Ladies’ 
Stableford First Round. 1 Iona 
Cameron 34; 2 Hazel Cameron 
32 (bih); 3 Kay Jerram 32. 

Saturday May 31 Ladies’ 
Stableford Second Round. 1 
Iona Campbell 35; 2 Hazel 
Cameron 34; Kathleen Leitch 
20. Sunday June 1 Captain’s 
Prize. 1 Iona Cameron 73 
(90-17); 2 Rosemary MacIntyre 
76 (87-11); 3 Ann Lovatt 77 
(102-25). 

CAOL Utd sailed through to the 

League’s John Baird Cup with 
a 7-0 victory against Strontian 
Utd. 

Lundavra also made it through 
with a 4-0 win over Ballachul-
ish and Inverlochy enjoyed a 
similar result, beating newcom-
ers Nevis Range 5-0. The two 
winning teams will meet in the 

Mallaig and Caol Cosmos will 
both play Caol Utd as Cosmos 
secured a 5-2 victory against 
Lochaber. 

Winners of the Lochaber primary school swimming gala receive their medals and shields. 

Weather
Thursday Light rain showers
 Winds light west north westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 12ºC

Friday Sunny
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 13ºC to 16ºC.

Weekend Rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Thundery showers on Sunday

Winds light west south westerly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 15ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, June 5, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  04.52   1.9 10.30 3.0 16.53       1.7       22.36      3.1
Fri  05.51 1.9 11.42 2.9 17.47       1.7       23.41      3.1     
Sat  06.58 1.9 13.14 2.9 18.45       1.7        **.**        *.*
Sun  01.07 3.1 08.02 1.8      14.21      3.0       19.44      1.6
Mon  02.21 3.2 08.57 1.6 15.10 3.2        20.43      1.4
Tues       03.17      3.4  09.43 1.3 15.53       3.4       21.38      1.2
Wed  04.04   3.6 10.25 1.1 16.34       3.6       22.30       0.9
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

14
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FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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FORT William ‘iron man’ 
Graeme Bamber made it to the 
top 20 of around 300 people to 
complete a 140-mile ‘City to 
Summit’ triathlon at the week-
end. 

The 35-year-old completed 
the gruelling challenge in 15 
hours, 11 minutes and three 
seconds, coming in 20th place 
and smashing his personal goal 
of 16 hours. The triathlon saw 
him begin at 6am to complete a 
2.4 mile swim under the Forth 
Road Bridge, a 112-mile cycle to 
the Isles of Glencoe Hotel and a 

to Glen Nevis for an ascent and 
descent of Ben Nevis.  

It was an important week for 
Mr Bamber in more ways than 
one as on Monday he left family-
run business B&H Autospares 
to travel to Australia where he 
will take part in Ironman, the 
continent’s largest triathlon, in 
December.

He said: ‘The training was 

the result. I’ve completed lots of 
events including the Belfast and 
London marathons and that was 

In the run up to these events Mr 
Bamber has been fundraising for 
Macmillan Cancer Support and 
has raised £1,600 so far. 

He added: ‘I’m delighted with 

John Baird Cup 
semi finals

FOOTBALL
OBAN Saints completed the 
league and cup double last 
weekend when they defeated 
Haldane United from Balloch 
2-1 to win the Scottish Amateur 
League Premier Division.
The previous Wednesday the 

team travelled to McKenna Park 
in Glasgow where they won 
the Jimmy Marshall Trophy by 
beating Inverclyde 2-0.

MALLAIG and Lochyside RC primary 
schools were crowned champions at this year’s 
Lochaber inter-schools swimming gala and 
athletics championship. 

The day started with heats for various strokes 
in the Lochaber Leisure Centre swimming 
pool and Mallaig pupils splashed to victory 
with the most points overall and winning the 
‘medium school’ title. 

Banavie was just one point behind and 
secured the medal for large school and Ardgour 
took the title for small school. 

In the afternoon the competition moved to 

which Lochyside RC won the shield for highest 
points overall. 

Roy Bridge pipped last year’s small schools 
champions Invergarry to the post by just one 

large schools category. 
Active Schools Co-ordinator Alison Martin 

thanked the Leisure Centre, Active Schools 
staff and primary school PE specialists for 
organising the event. Further thanks go to high 
school Leadership pupils who helped on the 
day. 

Swimming winners: Back stroke: Fraser 

Davis, Mallaig, and Amber McWilliam, 
Ardgour. Breast stroke: Ben MacDonald, 
Mallaig, and Mille Jackson, Banavie. 

Front crawl: James Thomson, Upper 
Achintore, and Jenna MacLean, Lochyside. 

Mixed relay: Mallaig. 
Athletics winners: 100m:  Max Henderson, 

Inverlochy, and Taylor MacMaster, Upper 
Achintore. 

200m: Lewis Murphy, Fort William RC, and 
Rebecca Johnstone, Invergarry. 

Hurdles: Cameron Whyte, Spean Bridge, and 
Rebecca Johnstone, Invergarry. 

Long jump: Malu Shepherd, Roy Bridge, 
and Cara MacDonald, Mallaig. Shot putt: 
Kyle Dignan, Fort William RC, and Anna 
MacDonald, Caol. 

Mixed Relay: Inverlochy. 

Lochaber inter-school swimming gala and athletics championships

Scottish Championships 

Fort William’s Graeme Bamber 
after completing the 140-mile 

City to Summit triathlon. 

the money raised so far. All of 
the sponsors have been so gener-
ous and I think there’s still some 
money to come in. It’s great to 
have been able to raise money 
for Macmillan.’

Donations to Mr Bamber’s 
2014 challenge can be made at 
www.justgiving.com/Graeme-
Bamber. 

Fort William’s very 
own iron man

TRIATHLON

LOCHABER Phoenix Boxing Club 
boxers took part in their last bouts 
of the season on Sunday afternoon 
in Dundee FC’s social club on a 
show hosted by St Francis Boxing 
Club. 

Leon Smith, 12, and middleweight 
Adam Watson, 26, were both in ac-

promise they have shown in their 
short boxing careers. 

Smith’s bout against Marek 
Wolecki of the host club proved to 

then the other in the ascendancy. 
Leon had success in taking away 

the jab of the taller Wolecki ena-
bling him to land his own lead hand 
then work inside with powerful 
hooks to body and head. On occa-
sion Leon would admire his own 
work enabling Marek to land some 
of his own shots so the Lochaber 
contingent knew it was close going 
into the last round.

Smith started strongly in the third 
landing clean shots as he drove 
Wolecki to the ropes. The Dundee 
boxer was there to win however 

shots only to walk onto a peach of 

a left hook that put him back on the 
defensive. 

After a very entertaining contest 
Smith was awarded the points deci-
sion.

Adam Watson was fresh off a 
second round stoppage victory in 
his last bout and went one better 

against Fair City’s Alan Watkinson. 

had detonated a huge left hand on 
Watkinson that spun him around 
and only the ropes stopped him 
going down. 

After the eight count Watson 
rampaged forward and Watkinson 
had no answer as he stood defence-
less against the ropes.

Both boxers will take part in the 
Scottish Novice championships dur-

will do well.
He said: ‘These boys only had 

their debuts this year but are 
showing great promise and if they 
continue working hard and learning 
in the gym they have a great chance 
of joining our other boxers who 
have won this title in the past.’

Adam Watson, 26, will compete in the 
Scottish Novice championships in October. 
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