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Bank holiday crowds joined a Viking invasion at Dunsta� nage Castle near Dunbeg at the weekend. Hundreds of visitors turned 
out to experience what life would have been like for Norse men and women who landed on Scottish shores at the end of the 

ninth century. Enthusiasts from the Glasgow Vikings Dark Age Re-enactment Society took over the castle grounds to set up camp, 
complete with kitchen, forge and armoury. Picture special on page 12.

Crowds � ock to see Vikings invade Dunsta� nage

Hundreds back petition for 
‘fi rst-class’ postal service
‘DIABOLICAL’ staff shortages 
at Oban sorting office are 
leaving some rural communities 
without regular mail deliveries.

Deliveries to the Taynuilt 
and Kilchrenan areas are 
‘haphazard’ and ‘unreliable’, say 
villagers, who are so frustrated 
at the hit-and-miss service that 
they have started a petition.

So far, more than 250 people 
are demanding Royal Mail 
returns the ‘first-class’ service 
they enjoyed before ‘ridiculous’ 
changes were brought in last 
year as part of a trial run.

Royal Mail bosses have told 
The Oban Times the efficiency 
review is still on-going but they 
will be listening to people’s 
concerns.

Taynuilt postmistress Lorna 
MacLennan said: ‘We used to 
have two postal workers who 
sorted mail out from here after 
it was dropped off from Glasgow 
on the way to Oban, and used the 
shop as their base. It worked well 
until bosses decided to change 
it and do it all from Oban. It’s 
ridiculous. We never had this 
performance before.’

According to campaigners, 
workers from Oban are only be-
ing given a set amount of time to 
deliver to the outlying villages, 
and any leftover mail has to be 
taken back to the sorting office 
for the next day.

‘Because they are so short-
staffed in Oban, our villages are 
losing out,’ said Mrs MacLennan. 
‘Their delivery time is restricted 
so mail is not getting to where 
it should go, when it should go. 
We’ve heard of people missing 
hospital appointments because 

the post has never arrived. De-
liveries are being rushed. 

‘Some post gets mixed up and 
goes to wrong addresses. I’ve 
had folk ring me up as if it’s my 
fault. The whole system is just 
diabolical. They have not got 
staff in Oban, everyone is walk-
ing out,’ added Mrs MacLennan 
who has 30 years’ post office 
experience.

On Wednesday May 24, Tay-
nuilt was told in the morning 
there would be no mail at all.

Mrs Maclennan continued: 
‘We’ve had occasions when man-
agers have had to come out from 
Oban delivering mail at five or 
six in the evening. We are a small 
community and the village post 
office shop is a hub of the com-
munity. We don’t want to lose it.

‘When they took the postal 
workers away last year without 
any consultation, we were told it 
was only for a trial period. The 
boys just disappeared to Oban 
but we want them back.’

People have also been signing 
a petition at the Kilchrenan Inn.

Taynuilt Community Council 
chairman David Sloss said the 
matter could be discussed at its 
next meeting on June 18 if it was 
raised officially with them.

‘Personally, I’ve had one or 
two people mention they are 
not getting their mail until late 
afternoon, when previously it 
was in the morning. 

‘Lorna’s told me it was a busi-
ness decision taken without any 
consultation and there could 
be an impact on the viability of 
the post office. If that’s the case, 
the manner in which it was done 
leaves something to be desired,’ 
he said.

Carol Thomas, who runs a 
self-catering business from 

Time running out for 300 Dunbeg homes
DELAYS are putting pressure 
on a plan to build 300 houses 
in Dunbeg – before a deadline 
to spend £35 million of Scottish 
Government funding expires, 
councillors heard last week, 
writes Sandy Neil.

With time running short to 
complete the project before 
2021, the council’s planning 
committee is seeking an earlier 
‘special’ hearing to decide the 
application in July during the 
recess.

Argyll and Bute Council was 
awarded £1.9 million from the 
Housing Infrastructure Fund 
last November to upgrade Kirk 
Road in Dunbeg, but ‘some 
slippage’ in ‘the award timeline’ 
‘delayed engagement with the 

preferred contractor, utilities 
companies and the council’.

Councillors on the planning 
and resources committee heard 
scrub clearance and tree felling 
had been completed, Scottish 
Water had begun work on the 
sewer and water main, and the 
council’s preferred contractor 
had signed the main contract 
finalising the Kirk Road pro-
gramme of construction, which 
is ‘likely’ to end in October 2018.

A report presented in the 
Kilmory chamber last Thursday 
continued: ‘Link Housing As-
sociation submitted a detailed 
planning consent for 300 new 
homes in April that will now be 
considered through the planning 
process and, if approved, will be 

accessed by the improved Kirk 
Road. It should also be noted 
that the Scottish Government 
has approved funding of £35 mil-
lion to help deliver this housing 
development by 2021.’

The planning application is 
due to be heard by the council’s 
planning committee in August 
but, owing to the tight deadline 
to finish the project before the 
government’s funding expires, 
councillors asked for a ‘special’ 
hearing, perhaps in July during 
the council’s recess.

The council’s head of govern-
ance and law, Charles Reppke, 
said: ‘It would be possible [to 
hold an earlier planning meet-
ing], but you [councillors] would 
need to consider whether it was 

appropriate.’
Councillor Roddy McCuish 

said: ‘I’m worried. By August 
we’re getting near the winter and 
the worst time for building.’

The report also updated coun-
cillors on plans for a roundabout 
at the Halfway House filling 
station on the A85, which were 
approved in 2016, adding that 
the developer may also seek ‘to 
renew planning consent for the 
spa resort’. 

A Dunbeg Working Group, 
which included the council, 
Link Group and Dunstaffnage 
Estate, agreed ‘the roundabout 
was very much a development all 
parties wish to see taken forward 
but that the principal barrier to 
construction was funding’.

KATHIE GRIFFITHS
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Dalavich and heads up the 
village’s hydro scheme, said: ‘It 
can arrive at any time in the day 
but it’s getting later and later.

‘It’s not just getting it delivered 
that’s the problem, it’s getting it 
out of the village because they 
empty the post box too. It can 
make running a business diffi-
cult because you can’t always 

deal with things the same day; 
you don’t know for sure when 
the post will go.’

A Royal Mail spokeswoman 
said: ‘Over a  year ago, we did 
relocate the Taynuilt postmen 
to start their roles at Oban 
delivery office as part of a 
trial to make our service more 
efficient. 

‘This is still part of an on-going 
review and we will  be consider-
ing customers’ concerns as part 
of this. We are also investigating 
claims that mail has been left to 
be delivered the next day.

‘Unfortunately, there were 
some delays to deliveries as a 
result of high mail levels over 
the past week and we are doing 

all we can to resume our high- 
quality delivery service to all 
our customers and we apologise 
for any inconvenience.’

Anyone concerned about 
deliveries should contact Royal 
Mail’s customer service team 
via royalmail.com, Twitter @
RoyalMail or by calling 03457 
740 740.

FOLLOWING an inquiry’s 
damning report, Western Isles 
MP Angus Brendan MacNeil has 
urged the UK Government to 
force the Royal Bank of Scotland 
to abandon its plans to close 62 
Scottish branches.

Mr MacNeil said the report 
‘shows how badly RBS has dealt 
with the situation and taken no 
account of the communities, 
many in remote areas, that will 
be affected’.

He added: ‘The government 
must now step in and take action 
and insist on a U-turn.’

MPs on the Scottish Affairs 
Committee concluded: ‘If RBS 
truly wants to meet the needs of 
its customers, it should respond 
to this overwhelming evidence 
– which shows that there con-
tinues to be a strong demand for 
in-branch services – and halt its 
closure programme. Given the 
recent profits reported by RBS, 
this is a cost it can easily afford 
to bear.

‘We recommend that the 
government use any influence 
that its majority shareholding 
provides to apply pressure on 
RBS to reconsider the closure 
programme.’

RBS reprieved 10 branches, 
including Castlebay, Lochbois-
dale and Inveraray, until the end 
of 2018, but the MPs called on 
the taxpayer-controlled bank to 
postpone this for six months for 
an independent review to ‘ensure 
they are not being set up to fail’.

Mr MacNeil added: ‘I hope 
RBS will see sense and abandon 
its plans.’

MPs call 
on RBS 
to halt 
closures
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ALSO WIN
A pair of tickets 
to the 178th Royal 
Highland Show
 FULL DETAILS INSIDE 

WIN A PRICELESS ARGYLL EXPERIENCE 
with #myargyll

A once-in-a-lifetime autumn break for two people 
on the Isle of Islay is up for grabs in our exciting new competition
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Hugh Smith’s letter from Islay
Fèis Ìle is still 
going strong
VISITORS have arrived in 
droves on these shores to at-
tend Fèis Ìle 2018, the island’s 
annual festival of music and 
malt which began on Friday 
last and runs until Saturday.

Holiday accommodation is 
now at a premium, as camp-
ervans and mobile homes on 
narrow island roads engender 
mixed feelings, and tents 
seem to spring up in the most 
unexpected places.

All the local distilleries, 
including their neighbouring 
Jura counterpart, are pulling 
out all the stops with open 
days, special bottlings and 
other distilling-based activi-
ties.

Musical entertainment 
includes a number of firm 
favourites, all showcasing the 
island’s rich cultural heritage, 
although the programme’s 
Gaelic input remains thin on 
the ground.

All began on Friday with 
a garden fete hosted by the 
Scottish Malt Whisky Society 
in soaring temperatures in the 
grounds of the Islay House 
Hotel.

Friday also saw the official 
start to the festival proper 
with a gala on the village 
green at Port Ellen. This was 
a family-friendly event which 
culminated with an impres-
sive fireworks display.

Saturday saw the opening 
fling ceilidh with Reely Jig-
gered doing their stuff in Port 
Ellen’s Ramsay Hall, and the 
fly fishing competition pro-

vided more sedentary pursuits 
on Loch Finlaggan.

Bruichladdich Distillery’s 
open day on Sunday always 
attracts large crowds and this 
year’s event was no exception, 
and the ends at the bowling 
competition at the Bridgend 
greens were keenly contested.

The festival content con-
tinued with ceilidh dancing 
classes at Port Ellen, whisky 
nosing and a ceilidh in the 
Ramsay Hall, and the launch 
of the island’s new Nerabus 
Gin at Bruichladdich.

The clootie dumpling 
ceilidh, now in a new setting 
at Islay House Square, con-
tinues to appeal, as will the 
entertainment on offer at the 
traditional concert in the local 
high school tonight (Thursday 
May 31).

Laughs aplenty were pro-
vided by broadcaster and 
comedian Fred MacAulay, 
more mirth came from 
whisky bard Robin Laing, 
and a merging of cheese and 

whisky at Portnahaven, and 
‘layers and flavours’ at Ionad 
Chaluim Chille Ìle added zing 
to all jaded palates.

Master distiller Jim McE-
wan was in top form at the 
Ardnahoe Kinship tasting 
evenings at Ballygrant, while 
the folk music night at Ardbeg 
Distillery delighted the record 
crowd in attendance.

Pleasing weather was a 
decided bonus for the festival 
goers, and the final fling takes 
place on Saturday night in the 
Ramsay Hall where the musi-
cians from Dougal’s Jumper 
and Heron Valley will provide 
a memorable finale.

Fèis Ìle is now in its 34th year 
and shows no sign of slacking 
as it continues to attract 
increasing global support, 
which makes it the island’s 
premier social event.

Beach rugby
ANOTHER of the island’s 

major attractions is the beach 
rugby tournament which is 
taking place at Port Ellen’s 
north bay sands on Saturday 
June 9, beginning at 1pm.

Visiting male and female 
teams will descend on the is-
land, all prepared to ‘eat sand’ 
and ceilidh far into the night.

Spectators will also have 
the opportunity to watch the 
island club’s minis in action 
and be impressed by the 
commitment and skills being 
displayed by the boys’ and 
girls’ squads carrying the 
colours of Islay High School.

Sponsoring the tournament 
for the third year in succession 
is Kilchoman Distillery, which 
is among the major supporters 
of local causes.

Proceeds from this year’s 
event will go to the My 
Name’5 Doddie Foundation.

This was set up after the 
Scottish international rugby 
player and Borders farmer 
Doddie Weir was diagnosed 
with Motor Neurone Disease 
last year, and monies raised 
will be used to support 
research into the debilitating 
conditions and to help affect-
ed families.

Prospective stallholders 
and locals willing to assist in 
the tournament preparations 
are asked to contact Nick 
Bowman on 07885 161 477. 
(n i c h o l a s _ b o w m a n 0 7 @
hotmail.co.uk) He and club 
secretary Freddie Bell will 
greatly welcome all offers of 
help.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 

Tel: 01496 810 658

Heron Valley will perform at the festival’s � nal � ing.

Cash boost for isles green scheme
PEOPLE living in the Western 
Isles will benefit from £1,359,000 
of funding to help make homes 
more energy efficient.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has 
been given a share of £49 million 
from the Home Energy Effi-
ciency Programmes for Scotland 
(HEEPS) area-based schemes.

The needs-based funding is 
given to councils to develop and 
deliver solutions – mainly solid 
wall insulation – in areas with 
high levels of fuel poverty.

Minister for Local Government 
and Housing Kevin Stewart said: 
‘We have made good progress and 
significant investment in tackling 
fuel poverty, supporting people 
across the country who need 

help. However, there are still far 
too many people struggling with 
unaffordable energy costs.

‘Since 2013, we have invested 
almost £275 million through our 
HEEPS programme – helping 
more than 90,000 households 
reduce their fuel bills by making 
their homes warmer and cheaper 
to heat.

‘This latest round of funding 
is part of a package of measures 
to make homes across Scotland 
more energy efficient. We have 
recently consulted on a new fuel 
poverty strategy, including a new 
definition and target, that will in-
form our Fuel Poverty Bill which 
will be laid before parliament this 
summer.’ Kevin Stewart MSP.

TIMESLINE

Lewis road closed 
for bridge repairs

MP in talks over 
� shing industry

Events timeline for 
Iolaire centenary

Iolaire fob watch 
goes on display

MOTORISTS are being advised 
that the Pentland Road on the 
isle of Lewis will be closed until 
June 29 for essential bridge 
replacement works between 
Achmore and Breascleit branch 
road junctions.

Local access will still be avail-
able up to the bridge location 
at Abhainn Grioda from both 
Stornoway and Carloway sides.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar apol-
ogises for the inconvenience.

THE Iolaire Member O�  cer 
Working Group is progressing  
plans for events taking place to 
mark 100 years since the sink-
ing of the Iolaire o�  Stornoway 
when more than 200 returning 
servicemen lost their lives.

A timeline of events has been 
prepared and community 
groups are encouraged to let 
the group know of any events 
they plan to hold. The timeline 
will be continuously updated 
and can be referred to over the 
course of the next few months: 
https://tinyurl.com/y96bvv83

To add to the timeline of 
events, contact Colin Morrison 
at   Colin.morrison@cne-siar.
gov.uk

WESTERN  Isles MP Angus 
Brendan MacNeil met UK Immi-
gration Minister Caroline Nokes 
last Wednesday May 23 for talks 
over the future of the West Coast 
� shing industry.

Mr MacNeil, the SNP’s � sheries 
spokesperson at Westminster, 
pressed the minister on the need 
for urgent action to address crew 
shortages by allowing non-Euro-
pean Economic Area (EEA) work-
ers to � ll the labour gaps which 
have left local boats tied up.

A FOB watch, often photo-
graphed as an object represent-
ative of the Iolaire disaster, will 
be on display at Museum nan 
Eilean in October as part of an 
exhibition marking the loss of 
200-plus lives.

Malcolm MacLeod, of 3 Grim-
shader, died in 1919 when the 
ship crashed on to the rocks o�  
Stornoway. But his watch, along 
with other personal possessions, 
was returned to his family and 
is still owned by them. Roddy 
Nicolson was given the watch by 
his uncle and has agreed to lend 
it to the museum so that it can be 
seen by the public. 

Kirsty Macdonald, joint manager of the Vol-
unteer Centre Western Isles, said: ‘We value 
our staff, and making this commitment is part 

of how we reflect this. As a volunteer centre, 
we like to “walk our talk” in positive, practical 
ways. 

‘We fully endorse the ethos of the living wage 
and would encourage other third sector organi-
sations to do so too.’

Volunteer Centre 
praised for living 
wage decision
VOLUNTEER Centre Western Isles has been 
presented with a plaque from the Living Wage 
Foundation in recognition of it being the latest 
employer in the Western Isles to commit to 
paying the living wage.

The living wage commitment will see everyone 
working at Volunteer Centre Western Isles, re-
gardless of whether they are direct employees or 
third-party contracted staff, receive a minimum 
hourly rate of £8.75.

This rate is significantly higher than the 
statutory minimum for over-25s of £7.83 per 
hour introduced in April 2017. The living wage 
is an hourly rate set independently and updated 
annually. It is calculated according to the costs 
of living.

Presenting the award, Na h-Eileanan an Iar 
MSP Alasdair Allan said: ‘I would like to thank 
Volunteer Centre Western Isles for showing me 
around and I warmly congratulate them on lead-
ing the way and becoming the latest island-based 
living wage employer.

‘There is a huge amount of benefit to employ-
ers who pay the living wage. Evidence shows it 
leads to increased productivity and reduced staff 
absence and turnover.

‘It also sends a strong signal to customers 
about fairness, with the majority of living wage 
employers stating it had increased consumer 
awareness of their organisation’s commitment to 
be an ethical employer.

‘I would encourage all organisations in the 
islands, regardless of size or sector, to recognise 
the benefits of ensuring all staff receive a fair 
level of pay.’

Left to right at the Volunteer Centre Western Isles are Angie MacDonald, Suzanne Macaulay, Alasdair Allan MSP, Kirsty MacDonald, Bellann O’Brien, 
Christine McKee and Sonja MacLeod. 

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Surprise trip to Colonsay is 
‘ruined’ as ferry times change
A SURPRISE birthday trip to 
Colonsay was ‘ruined’ after fer-
ry times were changed, result-
ing in one couple’s time on the 
island being slashed, according 
to a woman from Hull.

Caroline Gordon wanted to 
treat her partner, Mark Chat-
terton, to a trip to the island, 
as his great-grandmother was a 
McPhie and McPhies originated 
on Colonsay.

She intended to catch a ferry 
from Oban on Saturday after-
noon and leave the island at 
7pm on Sunday.

However, as part of the ferry 
reshuffle, timetables were al-
tered and the Sunday ferry was 
rescheduled for 11am.

Caroline said: ‘We had no 
time at all to do the things we 
planned. I had been planning 

the trip secretly as a surprise for 
months.’ 

The Hull woman explained 
that, in order to catch the morn-
ing ferry, they only had time to 
have breakfast and then take 
a ‘wander up the road’ before 
they had to head back.

‘I spent a lot of time and effort 
planning the trip,’ Caroline add-
ed. ‘To be honest, no amount of 
compensation can make up for 
the disappointment but I feel 
that CalMac has treated me 
with indifference.’

Caroline has complained, 
however, but is angry at Cal-
Mac’s lack of action. She said: 
‘They have come back to me 
and told me they are not going 
to do anything. It’s awful. It was 
not weather-related.

‘I was really, really disappoint-
ed. I do think they were out of 
order.

‘Mark has always wanted to go. 

It was a surprise for his birthday. 
The weather was so beautiful, I 
don’t suppose we will be that 
lucky with the weather again. It 
was so stunning.’

A CalMac spokesperson said: 
‘The timetable change expe-
rienced by Ms Gordon earlier 
this month was part of the wider 
timetable changes applied 
across our network due to the 
delays to the MV Clansman’s 
repairs.

‘We greatly regret the incon-
venience which our custom-
ers, including Ms Gordon, ex-
perienced as a result of these 
changes which were necessary 
to ensure every island had a 
service operating.

‘We fully understand how 
disappointing it was for her 
to have to cut her visit short 
and have apologised to her 
directly for the impact on her 
visit to Colonsay.’ Caroline Gordon planned the trip to Colonsay for her partner Mark Chatterton.
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Heartbreak family hope 
to start screened IVF
A FORMER Oban couple 
whose lives came ‘crashing 
down’ when their baby girl 
died from a genetic disease are 
hoping to start  IVF next year.

Jaki Aitken and partner Alex 
Johnson, now living in New 
Zealand, were devastated when 
their daughter Rebecca was 
diagnosed with Spinal Muscu-
lar Atrophy (SMA) – a disease 
most people have never heard 
of.

The five-month-old, whose 
grandparents Edwina and 
Hugh Aitken live in Oban, died 
in December but the heart-
break of losing her inspired a 
campaign by her parents, family 
and friends to set up a fundrais-
ing and awareness campaign 
to help ensure SMA is better 
known.

Kayleigh Jamieson, a friend 
of Rebecca’s mum, has teamed 
up with Jaki’s mum in Oban to 
put on a casino and raffle night 
at Soroba House on Saturday 
July 28. The money will be do-
nated to the SMA Trust to raise 
awareness and help researchers 
find a cure. The  trust needs 
£1.3 million to fund a three-
year research programme.

Jaki said: ‘Alex and I are just 
trying to carry on with life as 
best as we can but it will never 
be normal again. Not a day goes 
by that we don’t think about Re-
becca. Everything we do is just 
for a distraction, to take our 
minds away from the complete 
sadness that will always be part 
of our lives now.’

And she revealed: ‘We are at 
the bottom of the waiting list 
for publicly-funded pre-im-
plantation genetic diagnosis, 
basically IVF with an extra 

stage of screening the embryos 
for SMA. But that will not start 
until next year some time.’

Support in Oban had been 
‘amazing’ and was ‘appreciated’ 
Jaki said, after their story was 
first published in The Oban 
Times.

‘I’m just absolutely gutted that 
I won’t be there for the casino 
night, but I have complete faith 
that it will be highly successful. 
One day when I feel ready, I 
plan to organise a fundraiser of 
some sort here in Christchurch.’

Local businesses have already 
donated prizes, but more are 
still needed. Barcaldine Castle 
has donated one night’s stay.

Kayleigh said:  ‘Anything we 
can do so other families might 
not need to go through the 
same heartbreak has got to be 
worthwhile.’

One in every 40 people 
are carriers of SMA. If both 
parents are carriers it means 
there is a one in four chance of 
their baby being born with the 
disease. Ninety five per cent of 
babies diagnosed with it never 
see their second birthday.

The disease means babies 
can’t produce the protein 
needed to build muscle. Some 
will never walk, talk or crawl or 
sit up. They will never be able 
to support the weight of their 
own head which means most of 
them spend their short lives on 
their backs. They can’t swallow. 
A common cold is fatal.

Tickets for the casino night 
are £10, which includes £10 
‘free’ money. People can buy 
the tickets at Specsavers or the 
Made In Argyll shop in Oban, 
or email Kayleigh at kayleigha-
jamieson@hotmail.co.uk

To find out more about The 
SMA Trust and how to support 
it, go to smasupport.org.uk

Jaki and partner Alex Johnson with their daughter Rebecca who 
su� ered from the rare genetic disease Spinal Muscular Atrophy.

KATHIE GRIFFITHS
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

READERS of The Oban Times 
on May 17 may have read with 
alarm the front page article 
warning of funding cuts to rural 
general practice, writes Dr Alan 
McDevitt, chairman, Scottish GP 
Committee of the BMA.

Such alarm would be under-
standable. General practice is 
after all the part of the NHS 
that the greatest number of 
people interact with most 
throughout their lives, nowhere 
more so than in rural or remote 
communities. But the problem 
is the claims of impending fund-
ing cuts are not true. 

The new contract is already in 
effect and no practice – not in 
Oban, not in Lochaber, nor in 
any other part of Scotland – has 
seen its funding reduced as a 
result of the contract.

The reason for this is the 
income and expenses guarantee 
that ensures that the finances of 
every GP practice in Scotland 
are protected. That protection 
is not an accident, it is an ab-
solutely key element of the new 
contract and despite what has 
been claimed by some, it is not 
time-limited or conditional.

The BMA represents all 
doctors across the length and 
breadth of Scotland. We would 
have had no interest in signing 
a contract that undermined the 
finances of GP practices in rural 
areas and neither the BMA nor 
the Scottish Government would 
have had any reason to seek 
such an agreement.

What the contract does intro-
duce are moves to address GP 

workloads which have spiralled 
out of control in many parts of 
the country, putting the viability 
of practices at risk as they strug-
gle to recruit enough doctors to 
meet demand. 

It will see a wider range of 
professionals recruited, such as 
more nurses, pharmacists and 
physiotherapists, who patients 
will be able to access directly.

This will help to relieve some 
of the work GPs face and free up 
GP time to focus on the patients 
who need the care that only a 
GP can provide.

Critics of the contract have 
stated the services these addi-
tional professionals will provide, 
such as responsibility for vacci-
nations, are not appropriate for 
small, remote practices. But the 
contract already allows for such 
circumstances and nothing in 
it prevents rural GP practices 
that have the capacity to do so 
from continuing to deliver such 
services.

I think it is really important we 
reassure our patients that imple-
mentation of the new contract 
will not have a negative impact 
on the care that they receive 
from their GP practice.  

In reality, there will be little 
visible difference for patients; 
they will still have access to 
medical advice and services in 
their local practice, as and when 
required. The new contract of-
fers much-needed hope to many 
in general practice and I believe 
it will help put the profession as 
a whole on a firmer footing for 
the years ahead.

Chairman moves to 
reassure patients over 
new GP contracts

THE largest Oban Provincial 
Mòd in recent times will take 
place this Friday and Saturday.

Children’s events will be held 
on the Friday, with the adults 
having their turn on Saturday.

Organiser Duncan MacNeil 
said: ‘We have a huge number of 
entries, much higher than normal. 
We have taken over the whole of 
the Corran Halls on Friday.’

Friday’s events will also take 
place in the Scout and Cathe-
dral halls, while Saturday’s 
competitions will be held in the 
new Oban High School.

Duncan added: ‘We are pleased 
and impressed by the increase in 
numbers. There has been a slow 
increase year on year, but a huge 
increase this year; it’s the biggest 
year recently.’

Entries soar for Oban Mòd
ARGYLL’S health and care 
chiefs faced a decision yesterday 
(Wednesday May 30) on how to 
bridge a £2.4 million budget gap.

The Health and Social Care 
Partnership’s (HSCP) most con-
troversial cost-saving proposals, 
to axe council-run care homes, 
day care and learning disability 
centres, were rejected by the 
Integrated Joint Board (IJB) in 
March, following public outrage 
when the plans were leaked.

A report presented to Argyll 
and Bute Council’s Policy and 
Resources Committee last 
Thursday outlined their financial 

challenges. The HSCP’s budget 
overspend was forecast to rise up 
to £5 million over 2017-18, but a 
‘robust action plan’ reduced the 
gap to £2.528 million, broken 
down into £1.155 million for 
social work and £1.373 million 
for health.

The IJB’s chief financial officer 
asked the council and NHS High-
land health board if it could repay 
them over three years. Argyll and 
Bute Council’s head of strategic 
finance, Kirsty Flanagan, rec-
ommended councillors on the 
Policy and Resources Committee 
approve the IJB’s request for the 

social work overspend, paid back 
at £100,000 in 2018-19, £300,000 
in 2019-20, and £755,000 in 2020-
21. If agreed, social work services 
face a projected overspend of 
£5.345 million in 2018-19.

The IJB’s meeting on March 28 
agreed savings of £2.951 million, 
but still left a balance of £2.394 
million of additional savings, 
on top of £10.6 million already 
approved for 2018-19.

Ms Flanagan set out her ‘con-
cerns’ in a report presented to the 
Policy and Resources Committee 
last Thursday. She said the IJB’s 
delay in agreeing a balanced 

budget will make it ‘much more 
difficult to actually deliver a 
balanced position in 2018-19’.

‘The HSCP is facing these 
challenges in a context of signif-
icant public, media and political 
interest,’ she said, calling for an 
earlier and more effective budget 
process, looking to the year ahead 
and the medium and long term.
March’s savings options, she said, 
‘were either not transformational 
or not immediately deliverable 
within the required timeframe, 
given the need for full engage-
ment of stakeholders and the lead 
in time for implementation’.

Decision-day for health and care cuts

POLICE FILES
� AT ABOUT 12.25am on Friday 
May 25, in George Street, Oban, 
a 21-year-old man was issued 
with a recorded police warning 
for consuming alcohol in a public 
place, in contravention of  local 
bye-laws.
� ON FRIDAY May 25, a � at 
in Rhuvaal Road, Oban, and a 
� at in High Street, Oban, were 
searched. Men aged 24 and 56 
and a woman aged 59 were al-
legedly found to be in possession 
of  cannabis. All were charged 
and reports will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.
� AT ABOUT 11.30pm, on Friday 
May 25, on the A85 in Connel, a 
car was stopped and searched 
and a  21-year-old man was 
found in possession of a small 
quantity of cannabis.  The man 
was charged and issued with a 
recordable police warning.
� BETWEEN 6pm on Saturday 
May 26 and 10am on Sunday May 
27, the public toilets in School 
Brae, Taynuilt, were damaged 
by having two ceiling panels 
removed and broken.
� BETWEEN 11.05pm and 
11.25pm on Saturday May 26, 
the glass panel on the door of a 
house in Combie Street, Oban, 
was damaged by being cracked.
� BETWEEN 11.55pm on Satur-
day May 26 and 8am on Sunday 
May 27, at the sta�  accommo-
dation of the Isle of Eriska Hotel, 
Benderloch, a Volkswagen Golf 
car was damaged by having two 
tyres punctured.
� AT ABOUT 1am on Sunday May 
27, in Quarry Road, Oban, a red 
Renault Scenic car was damaged 
when youths allegedly pushed 
a shopping trolley against the 
vehicle.
� AT ABOUT 7.40pm on Sunday 
May 27, in George Street, Oban, 
men aged 33, 34 and 28 allegedly 
behaved in an abusive manner 
and were � ghting each other. On 
completion of police inquiries, 
the men will be charged and a 
report will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

� If any member of the public 
has information in relation to 
the above, or to any incident, 
they can contact their local 
police o�  ce on telephone 
number 101, or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Hip-hop superstar, entrepreneur and tech 
 visionary will.i.am has launched a new eyewear 
collection, available exclusively at Specsavers. 

Building on his passion for striking eyewear, fi rst 
inspired by the hip-hop icons of his youth – Run 
DMC and Flavor Flav – the 17-piece  collection 
 references classic and iconic styles with an 
 innovative and futuristic twist. 

will.i.am, a multifaceted entertainer and 
 innovator, best known as part of Black Eyed Peas, 
said: ‘What makes my collection and  designs 
unique are the subtleties and attention to 
 detail that gives them the extra ‘oomph’, while 
 remaining entirely wearable. 

‘Glasses are the best way to make your outfi t 
look fresh, put together, yet unique. If I am  going 
to take the time to make sure my shoes, coat 
and hat look good together, I’m always going to 
 complete the outfi t with a great pair of glasses. 
I want my line to inspire everyone to accessorise 
with glasses in a dope way.’ 

As part of the launch celebrations,  Specsavers 
has teamed up with Snapchap to create a  
sponsored lens, so users can instantly 

 transform themselves with 
the  superstar’s look. Scan 
the Snapcode below in the 
 Snapchat app to unleash your 
inner will.i.am.

Not only is Specsavers proud to offer its 
 customers highly-desirable, yet affordable eye 
wear like this uber-fashionable new range, the 
opticians is also committed to providing expert 
and comprehensive eye care.

Specsavers features the latest clinical tech-
nology and highly qualifi ed and professional 
teams. Customers that have undergone an eye 
test elsewhere are also welcome to bring in a 
valid prescription and choose from the extensive 
range of 2,000 specs.

will.i.am’s collection for Specsavers is priced at 
£125 per pair and is included in Specsavers’ two 
for one offer. All glasses come fi tted with single 
vision lenses as standard. 

Get the will.i.am look with his exclusive 
new eyewear collection for Specsavers
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Oban gives to 
Cancer Research
Street collectors were out and 
about in Oban at the weekend 
in aid of Cancer Research UK.
Among them were Rosemary 
MacColl and Jessie Macfarlane, 
who were collecting near Tesco 
car park on Saturday.

Aiming to lift The Oban Times Cup
THE Oban Rotary Am-Am 
charity golf fundraiser takes 
place this Sunday at Glencruit-
ten Golf Club.

The winner will pick up The 
Oban Times Cup.

Tee-off times for the competi-
tion are as follows.
7.50 MacCallum Roofing
8.00 Munro’s Garage
8.10 Clan Trees
8.20 Kames Fish Farm
8.30 MacArthur Legal
8.40 Neilly 3+3
8.50 The Grumpies
9.00 Jackson Bros
9.10 Lochaber Rotary All Stars
9.20 Oban Memorials
9.30 D M Hall
9.40 D and A Munn
9.50 Oban Camanachd B
10.00 Scottish Sea Farms
10.10 The Jeff Beacons
10.20 Eddie Thornton

10.30 Dalmally 1
10.40 Confidential Destructors
10.50 Oban Camanachd A
11.00 Dalmally 2
11.10 Dalmally 3
11.20 Laffertys
11.30 Argyll Resources
11.40 Ross Elect Oban
11.50 Lochavullin Bar
12.10 Oban Camanach ‘C’
12.20 Bank of Scotland
12.30 Bratton Builders
12.40 Rotary Club of Bridge of 

Allan and Dunblane
12.50 Glensanda
13.00 Cameron Surveys 2
13.10 No Chance
13.20 Cameron Surveys Ltd
13.40 To BT or not to B
13.50 Paint Shop Boys
14.00 Ross Electrical Glasgow
14.20 The Lorne
14.30 Lafferty 2
14.40 Oban Times
14.50 Aulay’s Bar
15.00 The Last Post

Susan Windram, 
editor of The 
Oban Times, 

hands over The 
Oban  Times 

Cup to Rotarian 
David Mudie on 

Tuesday ahead of 
the annual Am-

Am competition.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk WHERE IS THIS?

ONLY another week until Oban 
Live, I’m so excited.

I’m even more excited that the 
road leading up to Mossfield 
is being fixed – so put the two 
things together and my life is 
complete.

I’m easily pleased – and I think 
it might be the sun going to my 
head – but it’s been fantastic, 
with everyone and everything 
looking so much better after a 
wee blast of sunshine.

One of my favourite things is 
coming up this weekend with 
Oban and Lorn Lions Charities 
Day on Saturday. I’ve always 

loved it and, now that I’m a lion, 
I get to be part of it and help.

My favourite aspect of char-
ities day is the camaraderie of 
all the stall holders. It has a 
party feel to it and the support 
and number of small charities in 
Oban is amazing, showing what 
a community-minded place it is.

The parade is something to 
behold as well, and this year 
we have the added attraction 
of some dance performances 
at the end, so if you know of an 
organisation that would like to 
be part of the parade, it’s not too 
late, just contact Nicola on the 
lions Facebook page.

Everything I have is crossed 
that the next two weekends are 

dry. I’m not going to be greedy 
and ask for sunshine, although 
that would be ideal, but dry 
would be enough.

Now is the time to get yourself 
organised for Oban Live. If 
you haven’t got your tickets yet, 
get your skates on and if you 
haven’t planned your pre- and 
post-Oban Live entertainment, 
have a wee look at what the 
fringe programme has to offer. 
It’s all happening over the next 
few weeks, launching us into the 
summer in style.

Last week’s photo was of the 
Royal Bank of Scotland on 
George Street. I thought it too 
easy, so this week’s might be 
harder but is in the town centre.

Launching us into summer in fi ne style

HOPE Kitchen in Oban is one of 16 
projects to have bene� ted from a 
community action fund awarded 
this year by Argyll Community 
Housing Association (ACHA).

The projects have received up 
to £500 each for interesting and 
varied  projects with a housing 
link or a connection to the aims 
and objectives of the ACHA.

Hope Kitchen used its money to 
help with a major refurbishment.

SOROBA will soon bene� t from 
23 new bins in a bid to tackle the 
problems it has with over� owing 
rubbish.

The area will have 1,940 litres 
of extra capacity for general 
waste and 26,160 litres extra for 
recycling.

Argyll and Bute Council is 
currently looking at where it can 
extend areas for extra bins, as 
well as looking at new locations.

Association funds 
16 projects

Soroba to get 23 
new communal bins

Graduates given 
help to be teachers
GRADUATES living in Argyll and 
Bute are being o� ered � nancial 
support to become quali� ed sec-
ondary school teachers without 
the need to move away.

Argyll and Bute Council is 
working in partnership with the 
universities of Dundee and the 
Highlands and Islands to agree a 
programme, subject to approval 
by the General Teaching Council 
of Scotland, which will see stu-
dent teachers based in schools 
over an 18-month period.

The training, funded through 
a Scottish Government bursary, 
will enable students to study 
from home and to spend a sub-
stantial amount of time in class 
with a mentor.

Subjects being o� ered are 
chemistry, computing, home 
economics, maths and physics.

The closing date for applica-
tions is September 3, with the � rst 
intake of students in December.

An information evening will 
take place at the Corran Halls, 
Oban, on Tuesday June 12 from 
5pm to 7pm.

Angus MacColl, of Bender-
loch, celebrates becoming 

champion piper at the 
Atholl Gathering at Blair 
Castle on Sunday May 27.

THERE has been a lot going on 
this month with new equipment, 
loans to improve facilities and 
ongoing maintenance problems.

Disabled changing
Our newly refurbished disa-

bled changing room is due to 
re-open any day now. Take a 
look when you’re next in as this 
has been designed to showcase 
what is to come once we have 
raised enough funds to replace 
the pool changing rooms. All 
the lockers in the pool changing 
rooms have now been repaired 
for the busy summer season.

New sports equipment
New goals have arrived for 

our back pitch, so all our young 
footballers are very pleased.

Four new table tennis tables 
have been donated by Table 
Tennis Scotland.

A new chilled water dispenser 
has been installed next to the 
squash courts so players can 
refill their bottles to cut down 
on plastic disposable bottles.

Green energy
To help with Atlantis’s sustain-

ability, we have taken a further 
£38,000 interest-free loan from 
the Energy Saving Trust to 
replace our main quad pack 
water distribution system. This 
is essential to our operation 
and, at 22 years old, spares are 
no longer available. For the first 
time in 22 years, the centre will 
need to be closed from 12.30pm 
on Saturday June 16 (after swim-
ming lessons) until Monday June 
18 to install this equipment. We 
will re-open as normal Tuesday 
June 19 at 6.30am.

During this closure, we are 
also planning to complete other 
essential maintenance to mini-
mise future disruption.

Our sta� 
We have a new duty manager, 

Sheila Lawson. 
We are hosting a child protec-

tion course this month for swim-
ming teachers and coaching 
staff to ensure they keep up with 
the latest guidelines.

And well done to Jack, our 
first male Les Mills Body Pump 
instructor. He is looking for-
ward to seeing more guys taking 
part in group fitness classes at 
Atlantis.

Completed this month
Thanks to our loan from 

Resource Efficiency Scotland, 
the lighting in the spin studio, 
pool spectator area and all the 
corridors has now been changed 
to LED. We will continue over 
the next six weeks to replace all 
our lighting, saving a significant 
spend on electricity. Our tennis 
courts underwent their annual 
rejuvenation and are looking 
great.

Events
We have continued with our 

25-year celebrations with lots of 
events in the past few months, 
including a family dodgeball 
competition and Muddy Atlan-
tis Day assault course. The two 
events have raised more than 
£6,500 for our building improve-
ments fund.

Behind the 
scenes at Atlantis

KATHIE GRIFFITHS
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Plastic attacks wage war 
on supermarkets’ waste
SUPERMARKETS in Oban 
came under plastic attack from 
campaigning shoppers fed up 
with packaging overload.

Protesters targeted Tesco, 
Lidl and Aldi by dumping their 
food plastic in trolleys outside 
to hand back to the stores.

Saturday’s protest, co-ordinat-
ed by the Awakening in Argyll 
call-to-action group, is just 
one of many ‘attacks’ that are 
happening around the world to  
increase awareness of excessive 
use of plastic packaging.

According to environmental ex-
perts, eight million tons of plastic 
are discarded in the oceans every 
year – and, at that rate, the sea  
will contain as much plastic as 
fish by 2050. Shoppers were invit-
ed to join the protest by ripping 
plastic off their purchases and 
were handed paper bags instead 
to empty their goods into.

Vivian Ritz took up the offer 
and said: ‘All this plastic drives 
me insane. Manufacturers need 
to make change. I’ve spent 15 
years cleaning up the roadsides 
in Soroba and most of the litter 
is unnecessary packaging.’

Sean MacIntyre emptied his 
burger buns into paper bags 
and said: ‘I’ve not given it much 
thought before but now I’ve 
seen people protesting about 
it, it’s made me think. They’re 

right – there’s far too much 
plastic.’

Taynuilt Primary School pupil 
Caitlin MacKay also joined the 
protest. She spoke about plastic 
pollution at a public speaking 
contest recently in which she 
was runner-up. She said: ‘I saw 
online that more than 100 mil-
lion marine animals die every 
year from plastic pollution. I 
want that to stop.’

The first plastic attack in 
the UK at a Tesco store in 
Keynsham, Somerset, on March 

27 filled three trolleys but the 
Oban action filled more than 
five.

‘People from Dalmally and 
Lochawe have come to join us. 
This protest isn’t just an Oban 
thing. We’ve had a superb 
response with people ditching 
their plastic,’ said Joy Cameron, 
who was one of the protesters.

Shopper Doug Fontaine said 
he backed the plastic attack 100 
per cent and added: ‘If we have 
to have some plastic in our life, 
we have to use it responsibly.’

SAMS Phd research student 
Jen Cocking said: ‘There’s no 
excuse for single use plastic - 
there are alternatives.’

Mairi Stones from the Awak-
ening in Argyll group said: 
‘It’s not just about harm to our 
planet, oceans and  animals - 
humans are also at risk. People 
need to be aware of chemicals 
from plastic leaking into our 
food as it can disrupt hormones. 
There are safer, compostible 
alternatives for packaging.’

The action came two days 

after Tesco’s product boss Jason 
Tarry pledged the supermarket 
chain would remove all packag-
ing that is hard to recycle from 
its business by 2019.

Protester Moira Newiss said: 
‘We had a conversation with the 
fruit and veg manager at Tesco 
on Saturday who said some peo-
ple were already leaving their 
unwanted plastic with them at 
the tills. He is going to ask his 
bosses about providing a bin at 
the end of the aisles. 

‘It’s a start.’

Free Our Food campaigners staged a series of peaceful plastic attacks outside Oban supermarkets.

A  MUM’S mission to get life-saving 
medical supplies out to Yazidi refugees 
in Iraq has left the UK.

Fiona Bennett from North Connel, 
whose story appeared in The Oban 
Times earlier this year, raised the 
£10,000 needed to get the cargo to two 
hospitals and a mobile clinic in Sinjar.

She hopes to fly out later this year with 
journalist friend Faith Orr to spend two 
weeks volunteering alongside medics 
and going out with a mobile clinic, 
treating hard-to-reach people, many of 
whom are still living in the mountains 
to which thousands fled in 2014 when 
Isis took their city.

Fiona’s campaign, backing the char-
ity Yazda, got help from the Scottish 
Government via the chief executives 
of every NHS trust in the country 
which resulted in more than 200 pallets 
of donated supplies, including vital 
wound-care equipment – worth around 
£300,000. The supplies will fill eight 
huge trucks.

Earlier this month Fiona visited a 
warehouse in Manchester where some 

of the aid was being stored. Each pallet 
needed to have its contents listed.

On Sunday the entire cargo was due 
to be shipped out from a port in Suffolk 
to finally get on its way.

The aid should arrive in Basra within 
10 to 20 days of leaving the UK and the 
Iraqi Government has pledged to help 
get it to Sinjar in the north under armed 
escort.

‘I was absolutely gobsmacked to see 
it all in the warehouse and that was 
just some of it. There was still more in 
another warehouse,’ said Fiona, who is 
now planning a skydive to raise more 
funds.

‘I’m so thankful to everyone who has 
helped on the way to get this aid to 
where it is so desperately needed, from 
the Scottish Government to individuals, 
family and friends. I thank them all.’

For every extra £450 raised, the 
charity International Health Partners 
is donating an emergency pack of med-
ication worth £4,100.

To make a donation go to Yazda’s 
website and see the donate page.

Mum’s mercy cargo is on its way to help refugees in Iraq

Fiona Bennett at the warehouse in Manchester.

INSPIRATIONAL,
beautiful & practical
a stunning door for
your home your way
• Any colour you want – bring
your colour & we’ll build the door
• Energy ef�cient • Warm,
Comfortable, Stylish and Efficient

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956
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Lomond School is a small, family school 
for pupils aged three to 18, positioned in 
the elegant suburbs of the coastal town of 
Helensburgh, located only 10 minutes from 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park. 

Learning at Lomond is a rich experience with our 
curriculum and timetabling model allowing for 
a large degree of � exibility and personalisation. 
With a very strong academic record, 91% pass 
rate at National 5 and 78% of pupils at Higher 
achieving an A or B grade in 2017, we pride 
ourselves on supporting and nurturing our 
young people to achieve their very best. While 
there is an emphasis on academic pursuits, we 
passionately believe that education should be 
about supporting our young people to develop 
and grow, both academically and personally, as 
rounded individuals with strong values who are 
prepared not just for the present but also for the 
future.  

Living at Lomond as a boarder is an enriching 
experience and the boarding house adds 
a distinctive dimension to the school. We 
welcome borders from the age of nine , some of 
whom will stay with us throughout their school 
career and others who will join us for a part of 
their educational experience. 

Our boarding house, Burnbrae, is a purpose-
built, modern building separate from the main 
school campus. It o� ers a home away from 
home and is designed to ensure that pupils 
have a busy and rewarding life.

All our pupils are treated as individuals and 
our sta�  actively support their personal, social 
and educational development. Our team is 
strengthened by resident house-parents, 
teachers, tutors, matrons and a school nurse.

We o� er short-term, weekly and full-time 
termly boarding and are happy to work around 
individual family circumstances.

To get a better understanding of what Lomond 
School can o� er your child, please join us for our 
boarding open morning on Thursday June 7. To 
book your place or to request further information 
on boarding at Lomond, please contact our 
registrar on admissions@lomondschool.com or 
01436 672476.

• Separate area accommodation for boys 
and girls

• Residential house-parents, tutors and 
matrons

• Dormitory, twin and single rooms with 
en suite facilities

• Access to three large student lounges

• Wi-fi  available throughout the house

• Gym

• Music room

• Outdoor pitches and grounds

Argyll’s only boarding 
school opens doors to 
interested families

ADVERTORIAL

A great place 
to live and learn

10 Sta�ord Street, Helensburgh G84 9JX | Phone: +44 (0)1436 672476 
e-mail: admissions@lomondschool.com | lomondschool.com

Due to high demand, we are 
adding a second Primary 7 

form class providing additional 
availability for August 2018.

*Education Scotland Inspection Report 2015

• Co-educational day & boarding school

• Flexible and full-time boarding from age 9

• Record academic results

• “Outstanding”* outdoor learning

To book a tour, contact us: 
T: +44 (0)1436 672476 E: admissions@lomondschool.com
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Sky’s the limit for Ballet 
West international launch
A FLASH mob made up of 
more than 300 dancers will give 
Ballet West’s official Malaysian 
launch of Swan Lake just the lift 
it needs.

Principal of Taynuilt-based 
vocational ballet school Gillian 
Barton flew to Asia on Tuesday 
to make her new international 
touring company centre-stage.

Worldwide media interest is 
expected at the  Genting resort 
launch event today (May 31)  
to announce the dates the new 
professional company will be 
performing its touring produc-
tion of Swan Lake.

The dates are August 24 and  
September 2, with plans to per-
form at other venues in the Far 
East later – Seoul and China 
could be next.

Principal dancers Jonathan 
Barton and Natasha Watson 
have choreographed a flash 
mob dance and invited repre-
sentatives from schools across 

Malalysia to join them in a 
performance of it.

During the ‘spectacular’ 
launch, big screens will also be 
showing scenes from Swan Lake 

while leading dancers Jonathan 
and Natasha rise high above the 
crowd on a giant sky lift.

‘It will be spectacular.  This 
will be the first piece of ballet 
they have had in Genting,’ said 
Ms Barton.

And she added: ‘It’s an exciting 
time in Malaysia at the moment, 
the country is undergoing lots 
of change. They have removed 
hefty VAT and people are very 
happy. People are spending 
money again and are optimistic 
for the future; we hope that will 
translate into ticket sales.’

Swan Lake was requested by 
Ballet West’s production part-
ners after Malaysian  market 
research showed it was the most 
popular ballet in Asia.

‘People are getting very excit-
ed about it over there and here. 
We have our principal dancers, 
10 of our own graduates, and we 

are auditioning in Glasgow for 
another 20 dancers to join us in 
August,’ said Ms Barton, add-
ing: ‘It is the talk of the school. 
Our students are thinking if 
they work hard, it could be them 
one day.’

One of those students is 
27-year-old Rahul Pradeep 
from Bangalore whose dancing 
impressed Ms Barton so much 
that she agreed for him to start 
at the school while he still tries 
to find the £30,000-plus he 
needs to pay for the next two 
years of study. Ballet West has 
now heard from some potential 
sponsors.

Rahul hopes that once he grad-
uates he will get a full-time job 
as a teacher, choreographer or 
best of all as a dancer – possibly 
with Ballet West’s international 
touring company. ‘The eye is 
always on the prize,’ he said.

Student Rahul Pradeep from Bangalore hopes that one day he will 
be lead dancer on an international tour.

KATHIE GRIFFITHS
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Butterfl y 
release to 
remember 
babies
BEREAVED families will be 
releasing butterflies into the 
wild next month to remember 
their lost babies, writes Kathie 
Griffi ths.

Families will gather in the 
grounds of Dunollie Museum 
Castle on June 16 from 5.30pm.

Around 30 to 40 butterflies will 
flutter away at the annual event 
being organised by SiMBA, a 
charity supporting families who 
have lost a baby.

There will be a short service be-
fore the release, followed by time 
for reflection and refreshments.

A donation of £15 is suggested 
to help the charity cover the cost 
of one butterfly and the fami-
ly-friendly occasion, said Susan 
Simpson, a SiMBA trustee and  
its Highland ambassador and 
support group co-ordinator.

The organisation’s Oban 
support group meets on the 
first Thursday of every month 
at The Rockfield Centre, from 
7-9pm, and is open to parents, 
grandparents, family or friends 
who have gone through the death 
of a baby at any stage of pregnan-
cy or close to the time of birth.

The charity is also hoping to 
soon get a metal sculpture Tree 
of Tranquility in the grounds 
of Dunollie, similar to those in 
Galashiels, Orkney, Edinburgh, 
Inverness and Glasgow where 
families can put babies’ names 
on copper leaves – each tree can 
carry 500 leaves.

Mrs Simpson said: ‘Dunollie 
has been amazing. It has been 
so accommodating and under-
standing.’

To order a butterfly and con-
firm a place at the release, visit: 
app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/
SIMBA/butterf lyrelease2018.
html or for information visit 
simbacharity.org.uk, call 0131 
353 0055 or email Susan Simpson 
on simbahighland@gmail.com

SCOTLAND’S Dementia 
Awareness Week begins on 
Monday (June 4) and Alzheimer 
Scotland is calling on the people 
of Oban and Lorn to help make 
sure nobody faces dementia 
alone.

Dementia affects almost every 
family in Scotland – it’s the coun-
try’s biggest public health issue.

This year, Alzheimer Scotland 
wants everyone to find out more 
about dementia, especially the 
small but vital things everyone  
can do to help people live well 
with the condition. With the right 
information, care and support – 
alongside better public awareness 
and understanding – people with 
dementia will be recognised and 

valued in local communities. 
People from Colonsay to Dal-

mally and Appin to Kilmelford 
are being invited to drop into 
the Oban Dementia Resource 
Centre (DRC) on Monday for 
morning coffee – 10am-noon – or 
afternoon tea – 2-4pm – to take 
part. As well as enjoying a cuppa, 
staff will be on hand to talk about 
dementia and Alzheimer Scot-
land’s local dementia services.

There will also be an oppor-
tunity to spend five minutes 
actually experiencing what 
having dementia is like; and learn 
how everyone can help people 
with dementia with a little bit of 
understanding and by making 
small changes in how to interact 

with people with dementia. 
Henry Rankin, a person living 
with dementia and member of 
the Scottish Dementia Working 
Group, said: ‘Being diagnosed 
with dementia turned my life 
upside down. I wasn’t sure what 
would happen, or how I would 
cope. How would people treat me 
when they knew I had dementia?

‘But with the right help, I’ve 
been able to plan ahead and 
decide what I want to do. I’m 
being supported to live well with 
dementia. I hope that with this 
Dementia Awareness Week, 
more people find out about 
dementia, what it means to have 
the condition and how they could 
help.’

Oban dementia advisor Sue 
Pagan said: ‘People with demen-
tia should be recognised and 
supported as valued citizens in 
our communities. We know that 
people can live well with demen-
tia, but they cannot do so alone. 
We all have a part to play in 
making a difference. Come along 
to our resource centre in High 
Street to find out more – we’ll 
be welcoming new and familiar 
faces all week.’

The awareness week runs until 
June 10 and, on Tuesday, primary 
seven students from the Rockfield 
Campus will become Dementia 
Friends and learn more about 
dementia. On Wednesday June 
6, visitors to Atlantis Leisure can 

chat to Sue about dementia and 
how important it is to keep fit 
and active in living well with de-
mentia. On Thursday afternoon, 
Oban solicitor Gordon MacNab, 
William Campbell from the 
Nationwide and Argyll and Bute 
Council benefits advisor Irene 
Boyd will be at the ‘Ask the Ex-
perts’ session at the Oban DRC. 
And on Friday there will be an 
open Dementia Friends session 
at the DRC for anyone in the 
community who wants to learn a 
bit more about dementia.

Join the conversation on Twitter 
with @alzscot using #Demen-
tiaAwareness or call Alzheimer 
Scotland on 0808 808 3000 for 
more information.

You don’t have to live with dementia alone

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
rea�  rmed its commitment to 
tackle poverty when members 
of the policy and resources 
committee approved a new draft 
anti-poverty strategy and plan.

The strategy details the issues 
of geography, demographics 
and the economy.

The strategy sets out four main 
objectives:
� We will listen to people and 
families experiencing poverty 
and make sure their voice is 
heard.
� We will support people expe-
riencing poverty to move from 
dependence to independence.
� We will ensure our information 
and services are easy to access.
� We will provide services that 
meet the needs of people 
experiencing poverty.

IF YOU care about the future of 
Argyll and Bute, please show 
your support for a rural growth 
deal: that is the message from 
Argyll and Bute Council which 
is seeking what has been 
described as ‘transformational 
investment’ from the UK and 
Scottish Governments.

The council is running a short 
consultation from Monday June 
4 to Friday August 10 asking 
people if they are in favour of 
a rural growth deal, and how 
they think investment would 
make most di� erence. It will 
be available on the council’s 
website, and printed copies 
will be provided from customer 
service points or by calling 01546 
604390.

Anti-poverty 
strategy approved

Rural growth deal 
consultation

Subscribe for 
as little as 

56p a week
www.obantimes.co.uk/

subscriptions
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Rubbish is strewn across Argyll Street on May 16, left, and May 23.

Ardnamurchan

Where is Scotland’s 
Transport Minister?
I HAVE a great deal of sympathy 
for people on the various islands 
who have been subjected to 
cancellations and alterations to 
the ferry timetables as a result of 
repairs to the MV Clansman.

The vessel is back in dry dock 
from the start of June for about 12 
days to have its propulsion system 
fixed.

This has caused further frustra-
tion for residents and businesses, 
as well as tourists, with the fleet 
shuffled to paper over the cracks.

However, I also have considera-
ble sympathy for CalMac. The fer-
ry operator cannot simply conjure 
vessels of the size of the Clansman 
from thin air. 

Nor can it enjoy the luxury of 
keeping spare ferries just in case 
such a crisis arises.

The company’s management has 
had to make some hard decisions 
in order to continue to provide 
its lifeline services to our remote 
island communities.

Thankfully, once the Clansman 
is repaired, the service should re-
turn to something like normality.

Where I don’t have any sympathy 
is with Scotland’s Transport Min-
ister Humza Yousaf.

As we reported last week, Outer 
Hebrides Tourism (OHT) said it 
had ‘disappointingly, not yet heard 
back from Humza Yousaf, Minister 
for Transport and the Islands, fol-
lowing our call, last month, for him 

to intervene on the ferries issue’.
A spokesperson for OHT said: 

‘We had an acknowledgement 
from the MSP’s office on April 19 
that we should expect to receive a 
response within 20 working days. 
That deadline expired on Monday 
May 14.

‘The low priority suggested by 
such a response window con-
cerned us as much as the critical 
issue that caused us to write to Mr 
Yousaf in the first place. We have 
had no response from him.’

I have also had no response 
from Mr Yousaf to my inquiry 
regarding our ongoing A85 safety 
campaign.

I have now made repeated 
requests to Mr Yousaf for infor-
mation as to what, if any, action 

he is prepared to take to improve 
safety on the route between Oban 
and Connel.

Our campaign has three aims, 
all eminently achievable and 
affordable: double white lines on 
the stretch mentioned, a 50mph 
speed limit and the creation of a 
proper layby bus stop at Pennyfuir 
cemetery.

When I spoke to Mr Yousaf in 
October last year, he said he hoped 
to announce what he was going to 
do by the end of the financial year.

That was in April but, despite 
my approaches, there has been no 
response from his office.

I realise he is a busy man but 
this apparent disdain is hugely 
disappointing.

Our campaign may not blip very 

brightly on his radar but there is 
no excuse for him distancing him-
self from the CalMac crisis.

Over� owing bins
PERNICIOUS problems with 
refuse collection continue, unfor-
tunately, and not just in Soroba.

Mind you, the residents of So-
roba are still blighted by rubbish, 
though attempts are being made 
to address the situation, as we 
report this week.

The photos published here were 
taken in the heart of Oban – in 
Argyll Street, to be precise – on 
successive Wednesdays and show 
commercial bins overflowing 
with rubbish scattered across the 
pavement and road.

It is a depressing sight, and 
exactly what visitors make of such 
scenes, I can only guess.

In fairness to Argyll and Bute 
Council, on both the days these 
photographs were taken, the bins 
were later emptied and the mess 
more or less cleaned up.

However, this kind of rubbish 
problem can leave a lasting im-
pression on tourists and it would 
be a real shame if that was an 
image that stayed with them.

What do you think?
WRITE to me at mlaing@oban-
times.co.uk or The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB, 
or call 01631 568021.

PUPILS at Dunbeg Primary School will soon have a 
new outdoor learning area thanks to a team effort from 
children, parents and staff.

They have worked together to reclaim an area of over-
grown woodland on the school grounds.

The school named the project ‘Pitch Perfect’, and it 
will allow for more outdoor learning opportunities for 
the children.

Head teacher Marny McCulloch said: ‘Parents and 
staff joined forces over a weekend to bring this last bit 
of land back into use and we couldn’t be more grateful 
for their efforts.

‘We were very fortunate that a number of local busi-
nesses also donated equipment and materials to make 
this job possible. Special mention must go to parents 
Callum MacPherson and Brendan McGuckin and busi-
nesses including Jewson, West Coast Tool and Plant, 
TSL, McLaren of Craig Plant Hire and Contracting, 
Breedon Group and Beaver Timber.

‘A huge thank you from all of the staff and pupils at 
Dunbeg primary.’

With the work now completed, the full pitch will be 
available for the school sports day once the grass has 
grown.

Work will continue on gravelling a woodland path.

REPRESENTATIVES and residents in Crianlarich 
met with Transport Scotland last week to discuss road 
safety.

The meeting comes in response to concerns raised 
about the speed of traffic coming into the village, with 
a number of residents also expressing anger at vehicles 
breaking the 30mph limit through the village itself.

Transport Scotland agreed to look at a number of 
suggestions that had been raised during the meeting, 
geared towards slowing down traffic coming into the 
village from the eastern side on the A85.

These included vehicle activated speed signs and a 
40mph ‘buffer zone’ – similar to that on the road into 
Strathyre.

CYCLING champion Sustrans is hoping to close the 
gap soon on a popular route between Oban and Fort 
William.

Legal work looking at how to fill the gap be-
tween Craigneuk Corner and Connel Bridge is progress-
ing, according to the organisation.

A campaign mounted by locals last year put pressure 
on Sustrans to alter its original route, which would have 
seen cyclists having to cross the busy road towards Ben-
derloch twice.

Philip Kearney, Sustrans Scotland’s routes and 
networks manager, said: ‘Sustrans is progressing legal 
agreements with the landowner to address the gap in 
National Cycle Network Route 78 between Craigneuk 
Corner and Connel Bridge, with construction on this 
section of route currently programmed to start later in 
2018.

‘The preferred alignment is away from the busy main 
trunk road in this area, which is a move very much 
welcomed by the whole community – especially those 
less confident cyclists and families exploring the area by 
bike.’

He added: ‘Closing this gap will bring us one step 
closer to creating an attractive, safe and quiet route 
for residents and visitors travelling along the NCN 78 
between Oban and Fort William.’

THE community of Ardnamurchan is gifting its young 
people with a cask of whisky on their 18th birthdays.

However, it won’t be for drinking. The 18-year-olds 
will have the opportunity to sell their casks back to 
Adnamurchan Distillery, with the profits going towards 
training or educational costs.

The initiative was set up by the The Ardnamurchan 
Trust, in partnership with Alex Bruce, managing direc-
tor of Adelphi, which owns the distillery.

The aim of the project is to boost the economy and 
encourage families to stay in the area.

The trust has said it will buy a cask of maturing spir-
it on behalf of every local resident aged between 10 and 
17 years.

THE Ben Cruachan Inn has joined the no-plastic revo-
lution and phased out use of plastic straws from its bar 
and restaurant.

The idea came about after Lochawe woman Katie 
Campbell got in touch with the inn and asked why it 
still had plastic, single-use straws that do little for the 
environment.

The inn was happy to make the switch and, as of last 
weekend, will only be using compostable paper straws 
in drinks.

Tracey Peedle from the inn said: ‘We are a local 
business with a love of Argyll and Bute, and of keeping 
Scotland beautiful. 

‘Once we thought about it, it was very easy to see 
why we should make the move from plastic to paper 
straws. 

‘Our customers won’t see a difference but the reduc-
tion in our plastic waste will put a smile on our faces.’

The inn has just celebrated its first year in business 
after a complete renovation of the building situated at 
the foot of Ben Cruachan in Lochawe village.

A TABLE-TOP sale will take place in the Corran Halls 
on Saturday July 7 from 10am until 1pm. Proceeds from 
stall fees will go to the town’s Lego Club.

Dunbeg

Crianlarich

Lochawe

Work has been going on at Dunbeg Primary to create 
an outdoor learning area.

A SUCCESSFUL joint operation to reduce antisocial 
and irresponsible behaviour in Scotland’s first national 
park is under way again for its 11th year.

Operation Ironworks brings together Police Scotland, 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Au-
thority and Forest Enterprise Scotland to work together 
to ensure everyone can enjoy a safe summer in one of 
Scotland’s most spectacular areas.

The focus of the operation is to provide high profile 
mobile and foot patrols in popular countryside locations, 
including the islands on Loch Lomond.

Since it began in 2007, the partnership has successfully 
reduced issues of anti-social behaviour from littering, 
drunken disorder, vandalism and petty theft through to 
more serious criminal behaviour such as violence and 
irresponsible use of vehicles.

The operation also helps to educate and promote 
responsible behaviour to ensure the safety of all visitors 
wherever possible.

Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park attracts 
around four million visitors a year, with the particularly 
busy time coming during the summer months.

While the vast majority of people enjoy the national 
park responsibly, the high volume of visitors, particular-
ly to the most accessible areas of the park, sometimes 
leads to incidents of irresponsible behaviour which can 
have a negative impact on others, the environment and 
themselves.

Operation Ironworks has helped to reduce the extent 
of these types of incidents and will seek to build on that 
success this year.

Inspector Jo Jollie of Callander police station said: 
‘Operation Ironworks is an important initiative for 
police and partners, given the millions of visitors to the 
national park and the vast area it covers.’

Paul Finnigan with Kalifa and youngsters at the garden open day in Appin in aid of Argyll Animal Aid.

Many of those who went to the garden open day took their own pets along.

KALIFA the falcon flew 
in to a garden open day 
at Appin on Saturday to 
help raise funds for Argyll 
Animal Aid.

Kalifa was just one of 
the birds who took part in 
a display by Oban-based 
Finn Falconry at Druimneil 
House in front of a fam-

ily crowd, many of whom 
brought along their own pets 
to share in the sunshine.

A welly throwing contest, 
young pipers, music from 

Sutherlands Groove and 
the chance to meet a rescue 
dog and guess the age of 
a parrot were among the 
other highlights.

ARGYLL and Bute Coun-
cil’s road safety team has 
joined forces with Scottish 
Biker magazine to host an 
event in Inveraray this sum-
mer, aimed at providing 
motorcyclists with advice 
on how they can improve 
their riding on the road.

The Rider Development 

Day will take place on July 
15 and is targeted at motor-
cyclists who have not taken 
any further training since 
passing their bike test.

The event is an opportuni-
ty for riders to get together 
and look at ways they can 
make their biking experi-
ence even safer.

It will enable them to 
focus on particular areas 
of skills they would like to 
improve on and be more 
alert to potential dangers.

The day will start at 9am 
with a group workshop 
session from a motorcycling 
instructor before taking to 
the road in the afternoon. 

Participants will be asked 
what skills they would like to 
improve and then be paired 
up with trainers accordingly.

The cost is £35 per 
person and lunch will be 
provided. To book a place 
on the course, or for more 
information, email hello@
scottishbikermagazine.co.uk

MEMBERS of the Easdale 
Branch of the Royal British 
Legion are busy sorting out 
their uniforms for the Dad’s 
Army Dance, which takes 
place on Saturday June 2 at 
7.30 pm in Seil Island Hall.

Members will be dressing 
as characters from the TV 

series to raise money for 
the charity.

The event’s poster reads: 
‘The Legion dance has 
been an important part 
of Easdale’s history, right 
from when the branch was 
formed.

‘Our Dad’s Army Dance 

is an attempt to recreate 
this historic event, have 
some fun and raise funds 
for forces’ charities.’

The evening’s music will 
consist of swing bands 
of the 1940s with vocals 
provided by the Seil Sound 
Victory Singers.

A war-time rations buffet 
will be served during the 
course of the evening and 
liquid refreshments will be 
available, but unfortunately 
not at 1940 prices. Tickets 
cost £5 and are available 
from Balvicar Stores as well 
as from members.
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LOCH Lomond’s Maid of 
the Loch, the iconic paddle 
steamship, is celebrating the 
65th anniversary of its maiden 
voyage.

The historic ship left its Bal-
loch base at 11.25am on May 
25, 1953, a week before the 
coronation of Queen Elizabeth, 
on a journey that took its 1,000 
passengers to Balmaha, Ro-
wardennan, Tarbet, Inversnaid 
and Ardlui.

For 28 years, the maid became 
known as the ‘heart’ of Loch 
Lomond, carrying millions of 
visitors, including Her Majesty 
the Queen, Queen Salote of 
Tonga and the president of Su-
dan around Scotland’s bonnie 
banks.

Today, the ship is moored at 
Balloch Pier as a static tourist 
attraction following decommis-
sioning in 1981, and it remains 
at the heart of the community, 
receiving thousands of visitors 
each year. Last weekend she 
welcomed guests new and old 

on board for a 1950s-themed 
celebration, with a very special 
visit from local man Hamish 
Teaz, 78, who witnessed the 
maiden sailing 65 years ago.

Hamish said: ‘I remember that 
day as if it was yesterday, and 
will never forget the sight of see-
ing the maid sailing by. It was a 
quiet day and I was with my dad 
as we couldn’t get a ticket for the 
maiden voyage. It’s memory I’ll 
always hold on to.

‘Sixty-five years on, I’m now a 
volunteer on the maid, helping 
to restore her, giving guided 
tours to visitors and generally 
assisting in any way I can. It’s a 
real honour to be here to mark 
the anniversary.’

While the maid has been 
moored since 1981, her future 
looks set to change thanks to an 
exciting restoration programme 
led by the charity Loch Lomond 
Steamship Company (LLSC).

The group of dedicated volun-
teers has worked tirelessly for 
more than 20 years to restore 

the ship to its former glory, 
and a recent £950,000 grant 
from the Scottish Government 
to support the restoration has 
taken the project significantly 
closer to its £5.5 million target.

John Beveridge, chairman of 
the LLSC, said: ‘The Maid of 
the Loch is a huge part of our 
cultural heritage, not just for 
Loch Lomond but for Scotland 
as a whole. 

‘People from all over the world 
have shared the joy of sailing 
on this special ship, and we are 
thrilled to celebrate her 65th 
maiden voyage.

‘It’s taken more than 20 years, 
but we are now within reach 
of gaining the full amount 
required to get the Maid re-
furbished and sailing on Loch 
Lomond once again. 

‘The opportunities it will offer 
in terms of creating jobs and 
providing economic growth to 
the area is second to none, and 
we are very excited about this 
next chapter in her journey.’

Maid of the Loch marks 65th 
anniversary of its fi rst sailing

The Maid is being restored at Balloch and, inset, sailing near Balmaha in 1964.

Cornucopia of Morvern news
‘WHAT’S doing in Morvern?’ 
is the first question I am always 
asked when I call on an old 
friend from the parish, now 
living between Ballachulish 
and Oban.

Although Jay enjoys getting 
news from home through the 
Argyll talking newspaper, 
she also likes to hear of the 
things which don’t make the 
headlines.

Based in Ardrishaig, this 
wonderful group, staffed by 16 
volunteers, sends out weekly 
recordings of local newspapers, 
including The Oban Times, to 
more than 150 people who 
cannot see as well as they used 
to. So, to my friend and other 
exiles, here is an open letter to 
let you know what’s happening, 
mundane and otherwise, in one 
of the loveliest parts of Argyll.

Dear Jay: Morvern, along with 
Tobermory and Seil Island, 
now has a St Ayles skiff (pro-
nounced Saint Isles) named the 
Witches of Morvern after the 
waterfalls between Ardtornish 
Point and Inniemore Bay.

Launched a few weeks ago 
from the Lochaline moorings 
by local entrepreneur Lesley 
Jones, it is a four-oared rowing 
boat, designed by Iain Ough-
tred and inspired by the tradi-
tional Fair Isle skiff. The boat’s 
hull and frames are built using 
clinker plywood and measures 
22ft with a beam of 5ft 8in. It is 
normally crewed by four sweep 
rowers with a coxswain.

The boat design was commis-
sioned by the Scottish Fisheries 
Museum in 2009 as a vessel 
for use in the Scottish Coastal 
Rowing Project. It is suitable 
for construction by community 
groups and amateur boat build-
ers.

By 2017, more than 200 of 
them had been built worldwide, 
mostly by communities around 
the Scottish coast but increas-
ingly by groups elsewhere, 
including England, Northern 
Ireland, the United States, 
Australia and New Zealand.

With a double-ended hull and 
relatively wide beam, the St 
Ayles skiff, which is owned by 
the Morvern Sailing Club, is a 
stable and seaworthy boat well 
able to cope with Mull’s mighty 
sound.

The midsummer muster of 
the Royal Highland Sailing 
Club this year will be held at the 
Loch Aline pontoons on June 
30. I am a little disappointed 
that it isn’t to be in Loch Tea-
cuis, which was suggested a few 
years ago.

The charts of today are so 
accurate, entering the loch 
through the Carna Narrows on 
a rising tide would have been 
challenging but possible. As you 
may remember when you were 
the teacher at Claggan School, 
the late Commander Archibald 
Colville, Rahoy, owned a lovely 
trimaran called the Victress of 
Rahoy in which he and his fam-

ily used to regularly negotiate 
the Carna Narrows. That, of 
course, was in the days before 
satnav and chart plotters, yet 
this 40ft x 21ft beauty, drawing 
3ft 6in and, with no reverse 
gearbox, came and went with-
out misadventure.

Commander Colville’s family 
owned David Colville and Sons 
Ltd, the well-known Scottish 
iron and steel company.

Through this association, 
innovative metal fluorescent 
road signs, which swivelled 
with the currents, were named 
and fixed to many of the rocks 
and skerries in the neighbour-
hood to determine the vessel’s 
exact position, even in the 
dark. Tom, Archie Colville’s 
son, tells me he spent many 
hours at low tide armed with a 
hammer and chisel attempting 
to create holes into which the 
poles could been fastened.

Staying on matters nautical, 
a coastal vessel called Red 
Princess is shipping armour 
stone from Glensanda to Rum, 
which I imagine is being used 
to build or lengthen a new pier.

The Morvern allotments 
opposite the Lochaline school, 
are a hive of activity with 24 
members getting ready for the 
summer.

A plant sale was held the oth-
er day to help raise money for a 
second poly-tunnel, a clay-oven 
for barbecues and another 
wood and turf shelter.

The old sand mine cubicles 
and recreation hut are to be re-
placed by a community business 
hub containing a gym, offices 
with wi-fi and an exhibition 
area, near the Lochaline Stores 
along with six two-bedroomed 
cottages and sites for a further 
three self-build houses close by 
and behind the petrol station. 

With all the waste land in and 
around the village, questions 
are being asked why all this 
is being crammed into such a 
small area and why Lochaline 
needs a business hub and not, 
for example, a drop-in cafe, but 
of course you will never please 
everyone!

Two local girls, Heather and 
Sarah, are limbering up for 
a marathon in New York on 
November 24 to raise money 
for breast cancer (http://walk-
thewalkamerica.com). 

If you, or any of your friends, 
would like to sponsor them 
or make a donation, contact 
Lochaline Stores on 01967 
421220.

Cattle straying on to the 
busy A884 and breaking into 
the Morvern games field, are 
becoming a nuisance, not only 
to the travelling public but the 
organisers of the annual games 

who spent many hours last year 
preparing the site for what has 
become the major event of the 
year and only a few weeks away.

Overseas visitors on the 
ancestral trail have started to 
arrive and have been less than 
impressed to find sheep lying 
on their family graves.

The sand mine goes from 
strength to strength. 

Lochaline Quartz Sand Ltd 
owns the site, which produces 
high quality silica sand for the 
glass industry, and continues 
to invest in the business and 
now employs 23 Lochaline  
people. The output in the past 
two yours has been around 
81,00 tonnes, which is taken to 
Runcorn in a dedicated ship.

The Morvern peninsula 
carries on producing ever more 
hydro electric schemes - some 
say too many and that enough 
is enough to prevent the area 
from becoming an industrial 
yard. There are dams, intakes 
and unsightly access roads, 
some worse than others as well 
as turbine sheds at Kinlochtea-
cuis, Carnoch (four) Savary 
Glen, Kingairloch (four), 
Ardtornish (five), Killmalieu 
(two), Laudale (three) and talk 
of more.

The two new villages at 
Achnaha and Achabeg contin-
ue to grow.

The A884, between Loch-
aline and Carnoch bridge, the 
B8043 from Inversanda to Tor 
na Cabar, the B849 Lochaline 

to Drimnin and the Caggan 
to Kinlochteacuis roads are 
in a poor state. Not only are 
they badly pot-holed but their 
foundations are sinking. It 
remains to be seen where the 
cash-strapped Highland Coun-
cil is going to find the money to 
repair them.

The problem is there are too 
many long, heavy-laden, articu-
lated lorries with trailers, more 
suited to the A9, using them.

There is only one solution 
and that is for the Highland 
Council to reduce the weight 
limits by 50 per cent. No doubt 
it suits the hauliers to pile as 
much equipment and materials 
on one truck and trailer rather 
than spread it over two.

Cuckoos have been more 
numerous than I can ever 
remember and call incessantly 
from dawn until dusk.

The roadside banks are 
covered in primroses and other 
wild flowers which are the best 
I’ve seen for years. 

The grass on the hill, how-
ever, has been slow, due to the 
cold and wet weather. That, 
and the loss of their traditional 
winter shelter to badly planned 
woodland blocks, probably 
accounts for the great losses 
among the deer this spring and 
not, as someone has suggested, 
because their numbers are too 
high.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

MORVERN LINES
IAIN THORNBER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

There are some hydro scheme access roads which are worse than others. Photographs: Iain Thornber

Lochaline silica sand mine employs 23 men and women.



#myargyll
Summer has arrived!
Social media campaign shines bright in the sun

Why I love Argyll
Pauline Cli� ord
Head of communications,
Oban Live

Andy Gilbert
CalMac’s Orca wildlife 0�  cer
Hebrides

Gillian Barton
Ballet West prinicpal

Raising two little boys in Oban, Argyll, it is a dream come 
true to see them grow up surrounded by a playground 
of forests, mountains, lochs and beaches, accessible 
from our very own back garden. Waking up every day 
to stunning views across Loch Etive, sometimes I have 
to pinch myself.
But it’s not just Argyll’s spectacular scenery that I love. 
It’s an incredible place to raise a family, have a career 
and there’s plenty of culture to absorb, in particular 
music. I love being able to choose from massive out-
door music festivals in Oban to intimate gigs like those 
at Easdale Island community hall. And let’s not forget 
the most amazing and freshest seafood you’ll ever 
taste. What’s not to love?

I love Argyll for the wonderful wildlife that uses its seas. 
From summertime basking sharks and lunge feeding 
minke whales to the gannets and gulls that fill the skies 
above, the diversity using Argyll’s seas is astonishing. 
Whether it is a translucent moon jellyfish or an otter 
skipping across the rocks, shoaling fish hunted by com-
mon dolphins, a white-tailed eagle crossing a sea loch, 
or a simple hooded crow foraging among the seaweed 
and shellfish on the shoreline, each has its own unique 
relationship with the seas. As do us humans; those 
other creatures that inhabit Argyll.

I lived in South California for a time where it’s sunny 
every day but I never regret coming to live in Argyll. It’s 
so beautiful. It is a magical place. The natural beauty 
and the wildlife is stunning. The ever-changing colours 
of the landscape and the constant clean air are second-
to-none. The whole environment is totally inspirational 
– so many artistic people have told me that here in 
Argyll is where they do their best work.

argyllargyllargyll

Love 

Win a once-in-a-lifetime #myargyll autumn break for two 
people on the Isle of Islay, Queen of the Hebrides featuring:

Terms and conditions apply. Entry open to over-18s only. For full terms and conditions, visit www.myargyll.co.uk/competition

Show us and tell us what 
Argyll means to you

Enter your content into our #myargyll competition
 Visit www.myargyll.co.uk/competition

Follow the instructions and upload your content to enter our fantastic competition. All entries will then be judged by an independent panel of experts and 
a winner will be announced later in the summer. The closing date for entries is Monday June 11, 2018, so don’t delay.

COMPETITION

PHOTOS
VIDEO
POETRY
PROSE
# m y a r g y l l

An overnight stay with breakfast at the stunning new Machrie Hotel with a round of golf on their 
championship links course | Dinner, bed and breakfast at the Harbour Inn, Bowmore |

 A behind-the-scenes tour of Ardnahoe, Islay’s newest distillery | A boat trip with Islay Sea Adventures | 
Travel to and from Islay from Oban Airport with Hebridean Airways | An overnight stay at the Falls of Lora 

Hotel in Connel | A walking tour with Oban’s Yellow Badge guides from North Pier to McCaig’s Tower

argyllargyll#my

WIN A PRICELESS ARGYLL EXPERIENCE 

argyll

Laughter

Family

Raising two little boys in Oban, Argyll, it is a dream come 
true to see them grow up surrounded by a playground 
of forests, mountains, lochs and beaches, accessible 
from our very own back garden. Waking up every day 
to stunning views across Loch Etive, sometimes I have 
to pinch myself.
But it’s not just Argyll’s spectacular scenery that I love. 
It’s an incredible place to raise a family, have a career 
and there’s plenty of culture to absorb, in particular 
music. I love being able to choose from massive out-
door music festivals in Oban to intimate gigs like those 
at Easdale Island community hall. And let’s not forget 
the most amazing and freshest seafood you’ll ever 
taste. What’s not to love?MemoriesMemories

My Argyll

Friends

It’s an incredible 
place to raise a 
family and have 
a career
 ”

Pauline Cli� ord
Head of Communications

Oban Live

At the start of May we asked you 
the question: What are the ingre-
dients to the secret sauce that 
makes Argyll one of the best 
places to live or visit in Scotland?

Well, we are now almost at the end of 
a glorious, warm, sunny month that 
has showcased Argyll in all its glory 
– and you have responded in your 
thousands. Our social wall at www.
myargyll.co.uk is creaking under the 
weight of your shared videos, pic-
tures and memories of all that is great 
about Argyll. To quote our friends 

at AITC: you really are Wild About 
Argyll.
With the weather seemingly set fair 
for at least another couple of weeks, 
there is no reason to stop sharing 
your wonderful content. Keep it com-
ing. To participate, simply tag your 
photos, videos, poetry or prose 
on Twitter, YouTube or Instagram 
#myargyll. Remember to ensure your 
privacy settings are set to public to 
enable sharing.
We will also be showcasing selected 
entries in our newspapers, magazines 
and websites throughout the year.

Your chance to win a once-in-a-lifetime 
prize
While it is wonderful to show the world why 
Argyll is THE place to be, wouldn’t it be nice 
if you had the chance to win a fantastic prize?  
Well, why not take the next step and enter 
your content into our #myargyll competition? 
Once you have shared your content via 
social media, visit www.myargyll.co.uk/
competition, follow the instructions and 
upload your content. All entries will then be 
judged by an independent panel of experts 
and a winner will be announced later in the 
summer. The closing date for entries is 
Monday June 11, 2018, so don’t delay.
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Oban Rotary ends its 
school year on a high
OBAN Rotary, under the leadership 
of president Tommy McQuade, 
ended its 2017/18 youth programme 
on a high with the Young Speakers 
competition last Wednesday evening 
at the Perle Hotel.

This involves primary six and seven 
pupils speaking on a topical subject 
of their choice for three to four 
minutes.

The event goes from strength to 
strength with each individual pres-
entation in the outstanding category.

Members of Oban Speakers Club 
were the adjudicators for the compe-
tition.

The winner, who was outstanding, 
was Bobbie Stewart from Lochnell, 
with Caitlin MacKay from Taynuilt 
and Alex Elliot from Rockfield 
second and third respectively. The 
three winners received monetary 
prizes with all participants getting a 
certificate of participation signed by 
president Tommy.

Anne MacFarlane-Barrow and Ra-
luca Bajko were the winners of Oban 
Rotary’s Young Writers’ competition 
at junior and intermediate level 

respectively. Both Anne and Raluca 
attend Dalmally Primary.

Aisling Duncan, Katherine 
MacDonald, Ruby McDougall and 
Lauren Robinson, all from Taynuilt 
Primary, competed in Oban Rotary’s 
Young Photographer of the Year 
competition.

All four were commended but Ruby 
and Katherine were the winners of 
the junior and intermediate levels 
respectively. Also in both pictures is 
Dave Waltho, Oban Rotary’s Youth 
Convener and a retired teacher from 
Oban High School.

Remaining available from Oban Ro-
tary’s 2017/18 youth programme is the 
club’s award to pupils at primary who 
have achieved something special in 
the past academic year at their school. 
There could be multiple winners.

All this is in addition to Oban Ro-
tary’s financial support for primary 
school camps, further education 
abroad, visits to war sites, American 
exchange students, youth sports and 
the club encourages approaches from 
any and all youth-orientated bodies 
for support with their activities.

Left, Young 
Speakers 

competition 
participants 

with members 
of Oban Rotary 

and Oban 
Speakers Club, 
the latter being 
the adjudicators 
of the competi-

tion.

Below, far left, 
Aisling Duncan, 

Katherine 
MacDonald, 

Ruby McDougall 
and Lauren 

Robinson with 
Rotarian Dave 

Waltho.

And Anne 
MacFarlane-Bar-
row and Raluca 

Bajko with 
Rotarian Dave 

Waltho.

Sun shines on St Columba’s sports day
THE sun was shining as 
parents, pupils and staff gath-
ered at Mossfield Stadium for St 
Columba’s sports day on Friday 
May 18.

The afternoon’s events got un-
der way after Oban High School 
Pipe Band, accompanied by St 
Columba’s School pipers Calan 
and Sam, piped the clans into 
the stadium.

The first race of the day was 
the inter-school mile race be-
tween St Columba’s, Rockfield 
and Park, with St Columba’s 
retaining the shield for the third 
year running.

Team-mates Calan, Callie, 
Mia and Kuba were delighted, 
as were all their cheering audi-
ence.

The good weather and even 
better atmosphere continued 
as the class races commenced, 
from the wheelbarrow to the 
Spacehopper race.

All 110 pupils from primary 
one to seven enjoyed taking 
part, with many winners happily 
showing off their winning stick-
ers.

The parents’ race was as 
popular as ever, with a family 
success for winners Mr and Mrs 

Ryszka, winning the dads’ and 
mums’ races.

There were many future pupils 
joining in with the toddler and 
pre-school race, all enjoying 
a sweet treat at the finish line. 
The last race of the day was 
the much-anticipated clan relay 
race, which was won by Clan 
Derry.

A great day was had by all, and 
the school would like to thank 
everyone who helped make the 
day a success, all the supporting 
families who came to watch and, 
of course, all the children for 
taking part.Sienna with all her � rsts. 

Cara, Clare, Jessica and Nadia cheering on the competitors. 

P7s in the skipping race. St Columba’s, mile race winners three years in a row. Oliver and Sam getting to the � nish line. 

Pupils come under starters orders
READY, STEADY, GO!

Youngsters from five primary 
schools recently teamed up for 
fun and games.

Pupils at Kilchrenan Primary 
School had the task of organis-
ing this year’s sports day, which 
was hosted by Strath of Appin 
Primary School.

Others schools taking part in 
the event included Barcaldine, 
Achaleven and Lismore.

The theme was Ozzie Animal 
Games to mark it being the year 
of the Gold Coast Common-
weath Games in Australia.

Kilchrenan teacher Elaine 
MacInnes said: ‘It’s been our 
turn to organise this year. The 
pupils came up with all the 
games themselves and made the 
instruction cards. They’ve done 
very well and how lucky are we 
that the sun is shining!’

Games included Down Under 
where teams had to pass a ball 
up and over as many times as 

they could against five minutes 
on the clock and then Kangeroo 
Jump - better known as long 
jump.

Team names were Emu, Ko-
ala, Wallaby, Dingo and spiny 
anteater Echidna.

Lismore teacher Catherine 
Davies said: ‘We only have 11 
children at our school so it’s 
lovely to come here and  join in 
bigger games. It’s a great social 
occasion.

‘We set a challenge for our 
children to get to know three 
new people, find out their names 
and something about them. It’s 
a good way of getting some of 
them ready for high school to 
make new friends.’

Mum Sophia Steuart was just 
one of the spectators watching 
the games on Wednesday 
morning. She was there with 
two-year-old son William, who 
was helping her cheer on his 
sisters Georgina and Cecilia.

Team Wallaby playing the Down Under game.

Lineball at Appin school sports day. Bean bag balancing act. Bean bag challenge, balancing on the bench

Keeping an eye on the events.

Getting to grips with the hoop game.



Half-marathon � nished
I am happy to report that, despite the 
fears highlighted in last week’s article, 
I managed to complete the Edinburgh 
half-marathon comfortably and my 
injured ankle held firm without any 
hint of a grumble.

My time was two hours and 22 sec-
onds, which I was delighted with and, 
thanks to generous support from many, 
we exceeded the target for fundraising.

Compared to the sweltering heat of 
the 10K run in Manchester the week be-
fore, the fog and cool breeze coming in 
from the sea made the temperature of 
Edinburgh’s event much more suited to 
my body. The refreshingly cold weather, 
coupled with an easy course, including 
some lovely downhill sections, defi-
nitely helped to deliver my surprisingly 
reasonable finishing time.

Skerryvore Lighthouse
It’s been a few years since I was at 
Skerryvore Lighthouse and the majesty 

of that beautiful sea tower has not less-
ened in that time.

The tallest lighthouse in the British 
Isles and given the accolade by Robert 
Louis Stevenson as being ‘the noblest of 
all extant deep sea lights’, Skerryvore is 
an impressive spectacle to behold.

RLS could have been accused of 
family-born favouritism, as it was his 
uncle Alan Stevenson who conceived 
of, designed and led the building of this 
pinnacle of marine guidance 12 miles to 
the south-west of Tiree.

This was one of our most frequent 
destinations over the years when run-
ning Skipinnish Sea Tours, and even 
when visiting the lighthouse sometimes 
twice daily, its power of presence never 
failed to have effect.

It gives me great pleasure that Donnie 
and Fraser MacInnes, another Tiris-
deach uncle and nephew team, have 
restarted running boat trips from Tiree 
this year and it was with their new com-
pany, Tiree Sea Tours, that I travelled 
on my recent voyage to Skerryvore.

The weather was sublime, there were 
basking sharks and birdlife galore, and 
the commentary and crack were top 
notch. It is excellent that once again on 

Tiree there is a service giving people 
the chance to experience the nearby 
wonders of the seas around the island. 
Best wishes to Fraser, Donnie and their 
team.

Oban Live
FROM Skerryvore Lighthouse to 
Skerryvore the band, and with their 
massive annual Argyll-based party, 
Oban Live, happening next week, 
excitement is building for this top 
Scottish festival.

Adding to the anticipation of this 
year’s event is that, as part of the week-
end, Skerryvore are launching their 
long-awaited album EVO.

Come hail, rain or shine, this will 
be an amazing weekend of music and 
celebration, but if the weather we’ve 
enjoyed this week can last just a bit 
longer, then crowds at Oban Live are 
going to be basking in sunshine and 
enjoying the bands, having a few cold 
drinks under clear blue skies and the 
smile of summer.

Oban is the place to be next weekend 
and tickets are still available for those 
who don’t have them yet.
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Days gone by – 1999

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint
OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Yes, it’s that time of year again – Oban and Lorn Lions Club’s Charities Day and parade. Our photograph this week 
shows the parade back in 1999. The lions club will be hoping for similar weather this Saturday, June 2. 

The lions club is promising to put ‘the fun into fundraising’ at its annual fair and parade at Station Square, Oban.  
Groups are invited to join the parade, which starts at the Corran Halls at 12.45pm, to leave at 1pm, with prizes awarded 

for the best participant and the best stall at the fair. The stalls, o� ering games, ra�  es, face-painting, home-baking 
and freshly cooked food, are open for business from noon.

Social media

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Is it time to create 
an ark for Argyll?
Plants and wild creatures are under 
huge pressure from too many humans, 
pollution and climate change. So sure-
ly we should be considering making 
Argyll’s natural treasure trove an ark 
for the future.

A century ago, in May 1918, Kew 
Gardens opened a new glasshouse for 
conservation and some of the seeds 
and plants it collected have already 
gone extinct in the wild. So now is the 
time to think in terms of the next 50 
and 500 years.

It’s not just our celebrity species such 
as eagles, otters and beavers but our 
everyday inspirations are increasingly 
rare across Britain.

Be it wrens, finches or thrushes, my 
family and friends in England seldom 
see these. Our secretive amphibians 
are wonderful and it’s great finding a 
newt in the garden.

So let’s just take simple steps like 
encourage SUDS drainage systems to 
rebuild ponds and a welcoming habi-
tat. Many people are also pressing for 
the creation of 30 per cent of the sea 
bed to become marine conservation 
areas, so there is much to do.

The joys of finding even a dead pine 
marten here on Pulpit Hill or watch-
ing two herons fishing on Oban beach 
need to be shared with generations to 
come.

And, as Mull is proving, eco-tourism 
can bring in the cash too.

Mike Foster,
Sannox, Crannaig a Mhinister, 
Oban.

Greed is destroying 
islands’ culture
It looks very much like we don’t do 
our mathematics very well here in 
Scotland. If it was done properly, we 
would do our roads to a high standard 
before unleashing all the never-ending 
summer traffic on to our small and 
twisty west coast and island roads.

Also, we need to realise that the an-
swer to this is not to keep expanding 
and putting more ferries on for our 
ill-prepared, and not spacious, island 
communities.

The answer is to give the best service 
to the islands and their people first 
and foremost, but also to restrict 
numbers according to the size of, and 
facilities available on, each island. 
We are currently being invaded to 
the extent that our grocery stores are 
raided and we are left with the dregs 
for the locals.

We simply can’t live our usual lives 
between May and September. We 
can’t get out of passing places, which 
is very detrimental to builders and 
crofters. Our summer schedule re-
quires extra hours to get things done.

CalMac, probably due to pressure 
from its masters at Holyrood, is not 
doing what it was set up to do. Its 
remit was first and foremost to give 
a dedicated social, lifeline service for 
the people of the Hebridean Isles.

That simply does not happen these 
days, as islanders are at the back of 
the queue from May to September. 
More and more ferries is not the 

answer. Indeed, that is physically and 
morally wrong.

If we keep going as we are, it is going 
to wipe out our indigenous people and 
culture.

I guess money is the priority for folk 
involved in tourism.

They will eventually destroy our 
islands and their culture, mostly due 
to greed and tourism.

Anoghas Eoghainn Mhoir,
Gerraidh na Monadh, 
Uibhist a Deas.

Buyout of Ulva will 
be transformational
Those of us driving the purchase of 
Ulva for the community are utterly 
delighted by the wide-ranging support 
we have received locally, from the 
wider Mull community, across the 
country and indeed internationally. 
This support is hugely appreciated; 
our success is yours – thank you 
everyone.

I wish to address a couple of points 
raised recently in the letters page of 
The Oban Times (Colin Davidson, May 
24).

It is facile and one-dimensional to 
suggest that the Scottish Land Fund 
has given £700,000 to each of Ulva’s 
six residents. The money goes to only 
one - the departing landowner.

What they and many others will get 
is the chance to build a community, 
businesses, homes and lives. This 
is no less than a transformational 
investment in the future of our islands 
and our people.

Perhaps before making the glib 
assertion that the 50 residents hoped 
for (in the long term) should be ‘better 
located on Mull’, Mr Davidson might 
wish to research more carefully  the 
area to which he refers. Repopula-
tion is central to our plans precisely 
because of the acute lack of available 
housing in north-west Mull and Ulva.

Our feasibility study, business plan 
and other info can be found at www.
ulvabuyout.scot

Colin Morrison,
Ulva Buyout Committee.

No GP practice will 
lose its funding
Your article on rural GPs losing out 
on funding (‘Petition calls for halt 
to massive GP funding cuts’, The 
Oban Times, May 17) is untrue and 
unduly alarming. I want to reassure 
your readers that these claims are 
unfounded.

The new GP contract, jointly agreed 
with the BMA and backed by £110 
million of Scottish Government 
investment this year, gives GPs more 
time with patients and less time on 
bureaucracy. It will cut workloads 
and make general practice a more 
attractive career.

No GP practice in Scotland - rural 
or urban - will lose any funding as 
a result of the new contract. That 
guarantee will be in place for as long 
as needed.

To help implement the new GP con-
tract as smoothly as possible, we are 
setting up a Rural Short Life Working 

Group, chaired by Sir Lewis Ritchie.  
We are also funding the Scottish 
Rural Medical Collaborative and 
providing incentives for more GPs to 
work in remote and rural areas.

Health Secretary Shona Robison,
The Scottish Parliament.

Cinema relies on its 
band of volunteers
On Saturday afternoon, in the swel-
tering heat, young people from the 
Police Scotland youth volunteers, un-
der the direction of PC Claire Brown, 
did an amazing job of helping to shift 
and move things prior to the planned 
refurbishment of the cinema.

We at the cinema cannot thank them 
enough for all their support.

We have a great number of dedicat-
ed volunteers, young and old, at the 
cinema who regularly help out with 
a number of tasks, including tidying 
the garden at the back of the building, 
helping with marketing and promo-
tion, and undertaking tasks within the 
cinema business.

The cinema would not run without 
them and the dedication of the volun-
teer board.

Jennie Larney,
Oban Phoenix Cinema manager.

Walk clashed with 
10K and fun run
I refer to the letter from Christine 
Green (The Oban Times, May 24) re-
garding the walk in Oban to challenge 
the stigma of mental health.

Ms Green complains that, although 
many organisations were represented, 
the NHS was not. In fact, the mental 
health walk was held on the same day 
and time as the annual ABCD (Argyll 
Beats Cardiovascular Disease) 10K 
and fun run.

This event was very well supported 
and organised and many of the partic-
ipants are current NHS staff.

It was a pity that both events coin-
cided but the ABCD event has been 
held at this time of year for the past 15 
years and it was advertised in the town 
diary and in The Oban Times too.

If the mental health walk is to be-
come an annual event, then perhaps it 
should be held on a different day to 
the ABCD event.

Andy Henderson,
Secretary, ABCD.

Islay su� ering from 
poor ferry service
CALMAC management’s shocking 
handling of our ferry service is taking 
its toll on local businesses which de-
pend on Islay’s growing tourist trade.

We simply cannot allow CalMac 
to continue to make the same errors 
every year without consequences.

Also, I have been unimpressed with 
our roads department management’s 
sluggish response to a large number of 
complaints from residents and myself 
about the potholes across Islay.

Councillor Alastsair Redman,
Islay.

FIU ’S MUS FHACA MI an seann 
chàr aig mo charaid Iain Fearchar 
Rothach nach maireann taobh 
a-mach Chaol Loch Àillse Dihaoine 
seo chaidh, bha tomhas de chianalas 
air bualadh orm beagan roimhe sin is 
mi a’ siubhal bhon Eilean Sgìtheanach 
gu ruige Inbhir Nis.

Bha an rathad trang da-rìribh agus 
saoilidh mi gum bheil buaidh turasa-
chd follaiseach air taobh an iar Alba 
an ìre mhath fad na bliadhna a-nise. 
‘S e dhùisg mo chuid cianalais gun 
robh sreath charbadan a’ sìneadh 
air ais chun an stèisean connaidh air 
taobh an ear a’ Chaoil, neo Garaids 
Alby mar a bhios mise fhathast a’ 
smaoineachadh air ged is fhada bho 
dh’atharraich an suidheachadh sin.

Thàinig deàlradh cuimhne thugam 
air an liuthad turas a bha mise, mar 
na mìltean eile thar nam bliadhna-
ichean, aig amannan nam thàmh 
anns a’ Chaol neo an Caol Àcainn a’ 
feitheamh uairean a thìde ri aiseag! 
Gun teagamh bidh an aon seòrsa 
cuimhne aig iomadach neach air 

aiseagan eile, leithid Baile Chaolais, 
agus ged a bha leithid sin de dhàil 
na chothrom air beagan foise san 
t-siubhal, bha e cuideachd gu math 
mì-ghoireasach dha daoine aig an robh 
ri bhith aig ceann-uidhe sònraichte 
aig àm àraid. Cha b’ iongnadh mar sin 
ged a bha mì-fhoighidinn bitheanta 
agus ‘s dòcha fiù ’s ìre dràibhidh nas 
luaithe agus nas mì-chùramaiche ri 
linn sin agus na maille a chaidh air an 
fheadhainn a bha air thuras.

Ged is dòcha nach eil mòran moth-
achail air sin, bha pàirt mhòr aig Iain 
Noble anns an iomairt gus drochaid 
a thogail aig Baile a’ Chaolais, agus 
bhuinnig an t-srì aig Iain Fearchar 
agus iomadach neach eile thar mòran 
bhliadhnaichean drochaid an Eilean 
Sgitheanaich. Tha na sochairean sin 
cho goireasach an-diugh is gum bheil 
e furasta dìochuimhneachadh cho 
eadar-dhealaichte ‘s a bha cùisean ro-
imhe, agus saoilidh mi nach eil sinne a 
tha a’ còmhnaidh air tìr-mòr Alba idir 
cho mothachail neo tuigseach air mar 
a tha beatha làitheil mhuinntir Eile-
anan an taobh an iar agus tuath an 
eisimeil sheirbheisean aiseagan.

Choisinn seirbheis dhìleas bhàtai-
chean Mhic a’ Bhriuthainn cliù thar 

iomadh bliadhna air an taobh an 
iar agus bha iad airidh air sin, agus 
rinneadh gàirdeachas nuair a ghlèidh 
Calmac ùrachadh cùmhnant bho 
chionn ghoirid. 

Ach ann an saoghal far am bheil 
barrachd is barrachd sluaigh gan 
tàladh chun an iar, agus tuath, fad 
na bliadhna, tha e furasta a thuigsinn 
gum bheil dùbhlan lìbhrigidh sheir-
bheisean aiseig gu bhith nas dorra 
mar a tha an ùine a’ dol air adhart. 
‘S i leth na cèairde an t-inneal, agus 
gun bhàtaichean chomasach gu leòr 
tha an dùbhlan sin gu bhith nas miosa 
buileach.

LIFELINE ferry services exist to 
serve remote communities but as 
tourism develops into a year-round in-
dustry, the provision of these services 
becomes increasingly challenging on 
the west coast and the islands.

If the tools be half the trade as a 
proverb states, then CalMac requires 
an urgent upgrading of its fleet to 
maintain a well-earned service repu-
tation.

Ailean Caimbeul(Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

There was high praise for Diarmid 
‘Des’ MacMillan, who organised 
a two-mile walk through Oban to 
raise awareness of mental health 
issues.
DT Gray: ‘Superb Diarmid! The more 
that’s done in smaller towns to raise 
awareness about mental health and 
surrounding issues the better. It’s 
sometimes harder to talk to people 
when you know everybody and every-
body knows you.’
Gail William Martin Lockhart: ‘Well 
done Diarmid X de� nitely more like 

200 don’t think myself and your lovely 
wife Tina have ever made so many teas 
and co� ees fantastic speakers and met 
so many lovely people.’
Katie Bryce: ‘It was a good day good 
turn out well done Diarmid.’
Jean Redpath: ‘Thank goodness this is 
recognised well done.

There was also further comment on 
the opposition to 44 new homes at 
Lonan Drive in Oban, after the plan-
ning application was withdrawn.
Morven Hunter: ‘The land that the 

houses are proposed to be built on 
is one of the only green spaces that 
people can safely walk through in that 
area. It is full of wildlife such as bats, 
birds, deer and squirrels all of which 
will be lost if it’s developed.’
Frances Black: ‘I think more homes 
are needed I know what it was like to 
be desperate to get a house saying this 
I just live round the corner from where 
they plan to build the homes are much 
needed these days.’
Jane Boyle: ‘Oban needs a workforce 
and a workforce needs places to live.’

Clearly there is something failing in the postal delivery 
system as it applies to parts of Argyll, primarily at 

the moment in the Taynuilt and Kilchrenan areas.
As we report today, people are up in arms at what 

has become of their Royal Mail service, with many 
complaining of late deliveries – if the post arrives at all 
on some days – and late collections.

The explanation is simple, it would seem. The two 
postal workers who were based in Taynuilt last year were 
moved out of the village and into Oban as part of an 
‘efficiency’ drive on the part of Royal Mail. This was 

apparently part of a trial run, but it is one that was im-
plemented without any consultation with the residents.

As one businesswoman said: ‘It’s not just getting it 
delivered that’s the problem, it’s getting it out of the 
village because they empty the post box too. It can make 
running a business difficult because you can’t always 
deal with things the same day, you don’t know for sure 
when the post will go.’

It is obvious that the new system is simply not working. 
It is past time Royal Mail admitted it and returned to 
the previous arrangement.

Press policy Your letters
WE AT The Oban Times en-
deavour to ensure that all our 
reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’  
Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 

let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephoning the editor 
on 01631 568046; writing to 
the Editor at The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. Howev-
er, if you are unsatisfied with 

our response, you can contact 
IPSO, which will investigate 
the matter. You can either tele-
phone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 
or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints 
from the public about the edito-
rial content of newspapers and 
magazines.

We will abide by the decision 
of IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 300 
words in length for publication 
on this page. 

The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names 
and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, 
to indicate good faith. 

A daytime telephone number 

is also required for verification.  
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be 
printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.
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seafood heaven in

hidden gem
fi nd a

The warmest of welcomes. Stunning 
lochside bedrooms. Plus the 
freshest of local produce, simply 
cooked to perfection and served 
with our unbeatable view. 

01631 730302 
www.pierhousehotel.co.uk

Port Appin, Argyll
PA38 4DE 

hotel &
seafood restaurant

The warmest of welcomes. Stunning 

The Pierhouse Hotel's head chef, 
Sergejs Savickis, wins prestigious 
Young Chef of the Year 2018 award 
at the Scottish Food Awards' 
spring gala event held recently 
in Edinburgh. Nick Horne, owner 
of The Pierhouse said: ‘It was a 
fantastic night – the highlight, 
of course, was to see Sergejs 
receiving the Young Chef of the 
Year award. We are delighted that 
Sergejs has received recognition 
for his hard work and creativity.’

Sergejs has been at The Pierhouse 
Hotel and Seafood Restaurant in 
Port Appin since Hogmanay 2015 
and became head chef in autumn 
2017. Sergejs loves the west coast 
and the abundance of seafood 
available on our doorstep. When 
asked what inspires him, Sergejs 
said the answer was simple – the 
seasons in� uence every dish he 
makes, as Sergejs brings together 
the freshest, local produce each 
season has to o� er to create 

delicious dishes with � avours that 
work beautifully together.

The Pierhouse Hotel
Port Appin
www.pierhousehotel.co.uk
01631 730302

Young Pierhouse chef 
scoops food award

ADVERTORIAL

This week is an historic occasion in The Oban 
Times' 157-year history.

Over the years the newspaper has seen many 
changes – starting out in life as an A6 monthly 
magazine to the broadsheet newspaper you 
hold in your hands today.

But today’s broadsheet is special, because it 
is the very last one to be printed in this format. 
In fact, this week’s Oban Times is the very last 
broadsheet weekly newspaper published in 
Scotland.

From June 7, just to prove that great things 
come in small packages, we are changing our 
format from broadsheet to compact, heralding 
a bold and exciting new era for your favourite 
local paper.

Why have we done this now you may ask? 
Very simply – you told us to.

We carried out a reader survey last year and 
from almost 1,000 responses 94 per cent of 
readers said that a change in format would 
either encourage them to read the paper more 
often or would make no difference to their 
reading habits. You spoke and we listened.

We appreciate that change can sometimes 
bring uncertainty, but you can be assured that 
the new-look Oban Times will carry all your 
favourite features, with a few more surprises 
introduced along the way.

We will continue to champion everything that 
is good in Oban and Argyll, as well as keep our 
readers as informed as they have always been. 
We will just do it in a lot more pages and with a 
fresh new look!

We hope you like what you see next week, 
and we would value your feedback on the 
changes, so please drop us an email to 
editor@obantimes.co.uk and let us know what 
you think of the new format.

History in the making

Established 1861  No 8409 www.obantimes.co.uk 90 pence

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter

Bank holiday crowds joined a Viking invasion at Dunsta� nage Castle near Dunbeg at the weekend. Hundreds of visitors turned 
out to experience what life would have been like for Norse men and women who landed on Scottish shores at the end of the 

ninth century. Enthusiasts from the Glasgow Vikings Dark Age Re-enactment Society took over the castle grounds to set up camp, 
complete with kitchen, forge and armoury. Picture special on page 12.

Crowds � ock to see Vikings invade Dunsta� nage

Hundreds back petition for 
‘fi rst-class’ postal service
‘DIABOLICAL’ staff shortages 
at Oban sorting office are 
leaving some rural communities 
without regular mail deliveries.

Deliveries to the Taynuilt 
and Kilchrenan areas are 
‘haphazard’ and ‘unreliable’, say 
villagers, who are so frustrated 
at the hit-and-miss service that 
they have started a petition.

So far, more than 250 people 
are demanding Royal Mail 
returns the ‘first-class’ service 
they enjoyed before ‘ridiculous’ 
changes were brought in last 
year as part of a trial run.

Royal Mail bosses have told 
The Oban Times the efficiency 
review is still on-going but they 
will be listening to people’s 
concerns.

Taynuilt postmistress Lorna 
MacLennan said: ‘We used to 
have two postal workers who 
sorted mail out from here after 
it was dropped off from Glasgow 
on the way to Oban, and used the 
shop as their base. It worked well 
until bosses decided to change 
it and do it all from Oban. It’s 
ridiculous. We never had this 
performance before.’

According to campaigners, 
workers from Oban are only be-
ing given a set amount of time to 
deliver to the outlying villages, 
and any leftover mail has to be 
taken back to the sorting office 
for the next day.

‘Because they are so short-
staffed in Oban, our villages are 
losing out,’ said Mrs MacLennan. 
‘Their delivery time is restricted 
so mail is not getting to where 
it should go, when it should go. 
We’ve heard of people missing 
hospital appointments because 

the post has never arrived. De-
liveries are being rushed. 

‘Some post gets mixed up and 
goes to wrong addresses. I’ve 
had folk ring me up as if it’s my 
fault. The whole system is just 
diabolical. They have not got 
staff in Oban, everyone is walk-
ing out,’ added Mrs MacLennan 
who has 30 years’ post office 
experience.

On Wednesday May 24, Tay-
nuilt was told in the morning 
there would be no mail at all.

Mrs Maclennan continued: 
‘We’ve had occasions when man-
agers have had to come out from 
Oban delivering mail at five or 
six in the evening. We are a small 
community and the village post 
office shop is a hub of the com-
munity. We don’t want to lose it.

‘When they took the postal 
workers away last year without 
any consultation, we were told it 
was only for a trial period. The 
boys just disappeared to Oban 
but we want them back.’

People have also been signing 
a petition at the Kilchrenan Inn.

Taynuilt Community Council 
chairman David Sloss said the 
matter could be discussed at its 
next meeting on June 18 if it was 
raised officially with them.

‘Personally, I’ve had one or 
two people mention they are 
not getting their mail until late 
afternoon, when previously it 
was in the morning. 

‘Lorna’s told me it was a busi-
ness decision taken without any 
consultation and there could 
be an impact on the viability of 
the post office. If that’s the case, 
the manner in which it was done 
leaves something to be desired,’ 
he said.

Carol Thomas, who runs a 
self-catering business from 

Time running out for 300 Dunbeg homes
DELAYS are putting pressure 
on a plan to build 300 houses 
in Dunbeg – before a deadline 
to spend £35 million of Scottish 
Government funding expires, 
councillors heard last week, 
writes Sandy Neil.

With time running short to 
complete the project before 
2021, the council’s planning 
committee is seeking an earlier 
‘special’ hearing to decide the 
application in July during the 
recess.

Argyll and Bute Council was 
awarded £1.9 million from the 
Housing Infrastructure Fund 
last November to upgrade Kirk 
Road in Dunbeg, but ‘some 
slippage’ in ‘the award timeline’ 
‘delayed engagement with the 

preferred contractor, utilities 
companies and the council’.

Councillors on the planning 
and resources committee heard 
scrub clearance and tree felling 
had been completed, Scottish 
Water had begun work on the 
sewer and water main, and the 
council’s preferred contractor 
had signed the main contract 
finalising the Kirk Road pro-
gramme of construction, which 
is ‘likely’ to end in October 2018.

A report presented in the 
Kilmory chamber last Thursday 
continued: ‘Link Housing As-
sociation submitted a detailed 
planning consent for 300 new 
homes in April that will now be 
considered through the planning 
process and, if approved, will be 

accessed by the improved Kirk 
Road. It should also be noted 
that the Scottish Government 
has approved funding of £35 mil-
lion to help deliver this housing 
development by 2021.’

The planning application is 
due to be heard by the council’s 
planning committee in August 
but, owing to the tight deadline 
to finish the project before the 
government’s funding expires, 
councillors asked for a ‘special’ 
hearing, perhaps in July during 
the council’s recess.

The council’s head of govern-
ance and law, Charles Reppke, 
said: ‘It would be possible [to 
hold an earlier planning meet-
ing], but you [councillors] would 
need to consider whether it was 

appropriate.’
Councillor Roddy McCuish 

said: ‘I’m worried. By August 
we’re getting near the winter and 
the worst time for building.’

The report also updated coun-
cillors on plans for a roundabout 
at the Halfway House filling 
station on the A85, which were 
approved in 2016, adding that 
the developer may also seek ‘to 
renew planning consent for the 
spa resort’. 

A Dunbeg Working Group, 
which included the council, 
Link Group and Dunstaffnage 
Estate, agreed ‘the roundabout 
was very much a development all 
parties wish to see taken forward 
but that the principal barrier to 
construction was funding’.

KATHIE GRIFFITHS
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Dalavich and heads up the 
village’s hydro scheme, said: ‘It 
can arrive at any time in the day 
but it’s getting later and later.

‘It’s not just getting it delivered 
that’s the problem, it’s getting it 
out of the village because they 
empty the post box too. It can 
make running a business diffi-
cult because you can’t always 

deal with things the same day; 
you don’t know for sure when 
the post will go.’

A Royal Mail spokeswoman 
said: ‘Over a  year ago, we did 
relocate the Taynuilt postmen 
to start their roles at Oban 
delivery office as part of a 
trial to make our service more 
efficient. 

‘This is still part of an on-going 
review and we will  be consider-
ing customers’ concerns as part 
of this. We are also investigating 
claims that mail has been left to 
be delivered the next day.

‘Unfortunately, there were 
some delays to deliveries as a 
result of high mail levels over 
the past week and we are doing 

all we can to resume our high- 
quality delivery service to all 
our customers and we apologise 
for any inconvenience.’

Anyone concerned about 
deliveries should contact Royal 
Mail’s customer service team 
via royalmail.com, Twitter @
RoyalMail or by calling 03457 
740 740.

FOLLOWING an inquiry’s 
damning report, Western Isles 
MP Angus Brendan MacNeil has 
urged the UK Government to 
force the Royal Bank of Scotland 
to abandon its plans to close 62 
Scottish branches.

Mr MacNeil said the report 
‘shows how badly RBS has dealt 
with the situation and taken no 
account of the communities, 
many in remote areas, that will 
be affected’.

He added: ‘The government 
must now step in and take action 
and insist on a U-turn.’

MPs on the Scottish Affairs 
Committee concluded: ‘If RBS 
truly wants to meet the needs of 
its customers, it should respond 
to this overwhelming evidence 
– which shows that there con-
tinues to be a strong demand for 
in-branch services – and halt its 
closure programme. Given the 
recent profits reported by RBS, 
this is a cost it can easily afford 
to bear.

‘We recommend that the 
government use any influence 
that its majority shareholding 
provides to apply pressure on 
RBS to reconsider the closure 
programme.’

RBS reprieved 10 branches, 
including Castlebay, Lochbois-
dale and Inveraray, until the end 
of 2018, but the MPs called on 
the taxpayer-controlled bank to 
postpone this for six months for 
an independent review to ‘ensure 
they are not being set up to fail’.

Mr MacNeil added: ‘I hope 
RBS will see sense and abandon 
its plans.’

MPs call 
on RBS 
to halt 
closures

THE IDEAL GIFT...
Scottish Calendars 2019

ORDER ONLINE AT 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, 
FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, 
Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

Enjoy Scotland at its 
best all year round 

with our selection of 
stunning calendars. 

To see all the 
images from our 
2019 range visit: 

www.
scottishcalendars.

co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT 

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

www.obantimes.co.uk

ALSO WIN
A pair of tickets 
to the 178th Royal 
Highland Show
 FULL DETAILS INSIDE 

WIN A PRICELESS ARGYLL EXPERIENCE 
with #myargyll

A once-in-a-lifetime autumn break for two people 
on the Isle of Islay is up for grabs in our exciting new competition

Thursday 31 May, 2018

Get your FIRST EVER 
compact edition of

The longest serving 
member of sta�  at 

The Oban Times, Davie 
Buchanan, was given the 
privilege of outputting 
the very last front page 
of the newspaper in its 

broadsheet format.
Davie, who has worked 

for The Oban Times 
for 53 years, said he 

would � nd the day an 
emotional one after such 

long service. 

June 7, 2018

OT
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WHAT’S ON 
I N  O B A N

In partnership with 
Oban Town Diary 
bid4oban.co.uk

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

The Oban Times supports 
local charities and 

not-for-profit event organisers
Let us know about your forthcoming 

event to appear for free in our listings, in 
association with Oban Town Diary.
We have reduced our community 

noticeboard box adverts to just £10 plus 
VAT (where VAT is applicable) 

Put your event in front of 25,000 readers 
and also see what we can offer you by 
promoting your event online – we have 

more than 11,000 followers on Facebook 
and 36,000 monthly visitors to www.

obantimes.co.uk
It pays to advertise with The Oban Times 

– first for community news, business news 
and events  throughout Oban, Lochaber and 

the West Highlands.
Contact Nadine or Rhona 

on 01631 568000

> radio and what’s on listings > leisure ideas > local events

Events may charge. Please visit 

www.obanwhatson.co.uk for more details

To list your event, please call  01631 568000

Thursday 
31st May

Oban Health Walk
Oban Congregational 
Church Hall
10am - 11.30am

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY 
THURSDAY

Friday 
1st June

Oban & District Provincial 
Mod
Junior Competitions
Corran  Halls, St Columba’s 
Cathedral Halls
Scout Hall and Great 
Western Hotel. 9am

Oban Dance Academy - 
Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
Live Music from 9pm
Free entry
Open till 1am

Saturday 
2nd June

Oban & District Provincial 
Mod
Adult Competitions
9am
Oban High School

Oban Dance Academy - 
Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day

Table Top Sale
Oban Congregational 
Church
12noon

Hill Walk
Cluanie, Invergarry
All Day

Ed Byrne: Spoiler Alert
Corran Halls, Oban
7.30pm - 10.30pm

Glasgow Madrigirls
St Conan’s Kirk, Lochawe
7.30pm

Family Ceilidh Dance
Argyllshire Gathering
8.30pm

Saturday 
2nd June

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
Live Music from 10pm
Free entry
Open till 2am

Sunday 
3rd June

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per 
team
Win £20 bar voucher 

Wednesday 
6th June

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ The Lorne Bar 
Oban
Lorne Pub Quiz
Starting at 9pm
£25 bar voucher prize and 
free pizza at half time

BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 31 CÈITEAN
THURSDAY 31 MAY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00    Air an Toir (rpt)
19.30    Aithne air Ainmhidhean 
(rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR/NEW: Fianais 
21.00 Nationwide an Alba: An 
Taobh An Iar (rpt)
22.00    Belladrum 2017: Dr 
Feelgood (rpt)
22.25    ÙR/NEW: Ìmpireachd 
Banrigh Bhictoria 
23.20    Binneas – Na Trads – Ross 
Ainslie (rpt)
23.25    Air an Rathad (rpt)

DIHAOINE 01 AN T-ÒGMHIOS
FRIDAY 01 JUNE
17.00    Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
18.30    Machair (rpt)
19.00    An Là - News  
19.25    Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30    Alba: 1977 (rpt)
20.00 Air an Ùrlar (rpt)

20.30 Vets: Gach Creutair Beo 
(rpt)
21.00    Jock Stein (rpt)
22.00    Corp agus Anam (rpt)
22.50    Dhan Uisge (Falls of 
Acharn) (rpt)
23.00 Port – Druthag Eile (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 02 T-ÒGMHIOS
SATURDAY 02 JUNE
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.30    Machair (rpt)
19.55    Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.00 Alba: 1978 (rpt) 
20.30    O Mo Dhùthaich – From 
Uist With Love (rpt)
21.00  Opry an luir (rpt)
22.00    Ìmpireachd Banrigh 
Bhictoria (rpt)
22.53    Binneas – Na Trads – N.E 
Folk Collective (rpt)
22.55    Prois Tartan (rpt)
23.55 Gun Sgot? (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 03 T-ÒGMHIOS
SUNDAY 03 JUNE
16.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming

18.30     ÙR/NEW: Seachd La – 
News Review
19.30 Sorchar nan Reul (rpt)
19.55     Earran Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 Fianais (rpt) 
20.30 Puirt-adhair (rpt)
21.00 Farpaisean Chon-
Chaorach (rpt)
22.00 Opry an luir (rpt)
23.00 Corp agus Anam (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (Falls of Acharn) 
(rpt)

DILUAIN 04 T-ÒGMHIOS
MONDAY 04 JUNE
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 Fuine (rpt)
19.30 Aithne air Ainmhidhean 
(rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR/NEW: Vets: Gach 
Creutair Beo 
21.00 Trusadh – An Turas Chun 
Ear: Manus ’s Daibhidh (rpt)
22.00 Ceolmhor @ Piping Live 
(rpt)
22.30 Talamh gu Truinnsear (rpt)

23.30 An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
23.45 Dhan Uisge (Falls of Acharn) 
(rpt)
23.55 Belladrum 2017: KT Tunstall 
(rpt)

DIMÀIRT 05 T-ÒGMHIOS
TUESDAY 05 JUNE
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00   Air an Toir (rpt)  
19.30    Aithne air Ainmhidhean 
(rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00    An Là – News 
20.30 Puirt-adhair (Highland 
Airports) (rpt)
21.00 Farpaisean Chon-
Chaorach (rpt) 
22.00    Trusadh – An Turas Chun 
Ear: Manus ’s Daibhidh (rpt)
23.00  Air an Rathad (rpt)
23.30 Sorchar nan Reul (rpt)

DICIADAIN 06 T-ÒGMHIOS
WEDNESDAY 06 JUNE
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 Fuine (rpt)
19.30   Aithne air Ainmhidhean 
(rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 O Mo Dhùthaich – From 
Uist With Love (rpt)
21.00 Sar-sgeoil: The Lewis 
Trilogy (rpt)
22.00    ÙR/NEW: An Sgrùdaire 
(rpt)
22.15    ÙR/NEW: Dhan Uisge 
(Loch Morlich) 
22.25    Belladrum 2017: JR Green 
(rpt)
22.30 Ceolmhor @ Piping Live 
(rpt)
23.00 Nationwide an Alba : An 
Taobh An Iar (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 07 T-ÒGMHIOS
THURSDAY 07 JUNE
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.15     An Là – News
19.25 ÙR/NEW: FIFA Women’s 
World Cup Quali� er – Scotland v 
Belarus 
21.45 An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
22.00    Belladrum 2017: 
Honeyblood (rpt)
22.25    Dilleachdain Hitler/Nazi 
Nurseries (rpt)
23.10    Sgeul Seolaidh (rpt)
23.30    ÙR/NEW: Fianais

THE HISTORY bug 
swept through Dun-
staffnage Castle at the 
weekend when Vikings 
set up camp.

Hundreds of people 
headed to the castle 
grounds to experience 
time travel and discover 
what life as a Norseman 
or woman was like.

Run by Historic 
Environment Scotland 
(HES), visitors got the 
chance to watch battles, 
come face to face with 
fierce fighters and 
wander round a Viking 
camp to learn about 
what they ate, how they 
made their own clothes 
and how they made their 
weapons.

There was also a 

chance to get hands-on  
making a Viking coin 
and playing with Viking 
board games such as 
Kubbs and Hnefatafl.

Gail Bowden, from 
Glasgow Vikings Dark 
Age Re-enactment 
Society, was busy in 
the camp kitchen at the 
weekend.

Gail, who goes under 
the Norse name of Thor 
Gunna, said the kitchen 
was not just for women 
in Viking days.

‘Men did a lot of cook-
ing too. It wasn’t just 
women’s work. Women 
were also fighting on the 
battlefields. 

We’ve had three wom-
en warriors with us this 
weekend,’ she said.

Vikings 
invade Oban
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
9.00 Monday Morning  with  Stephen, 11.00 Ian 
Simmonds  on Monday, 17.00  Drivetime, 19.00 
Rosie’s Highland Fling with Rosie Macoll, 20.00 John 
McLuckie’s Show, 21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 
Station close down
TUESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
10.00 Ken Hunter’s  Tuesday Morning, 13.00 Macky 
on FM, 17.00 Drivetime Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest 
Praise - Stuart Chalmers, 20.00 Archie  Darlings’s Mix, 
22.00 Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
09.00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10.00  Comfort Zone, 
Doug Carmichael, 11.00 Comfort Zone,12.00 Comfort 
Zone, 17.00 Drivetime with Campbell, 19.00 Country 
Meets Rock & Roll - Len + Ken, 20.00 Country Meets 
Rock & Roll, 21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with Gordon 
Macintyre
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy and 
Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 13.00 
Molly’s Mix, 15.00 Drivetime with Stephen, 17.00 
Drivetime  with Stephen McPhee, 18.00 Drivetime 
with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 Christines Collection, 
20.00 Christine’s CD Collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00  Margo Till  Midnight, 11.00  Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with Laura, 10.00 
Teeny and Tiny, 17.00 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 
17.30  Drive Show, 18.45 Sports View, 19.00 Country 
Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 20.00  Lewis 
Bingham, 21.00  Peter Rainnie 
SATURDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with Stephen                   
10.00 Sat Morning Live, 11.00    Saturday Morning, 
12.00 Saturday  Morning Live with Linda Crowsher, 
12.03   Sat Morning Live, 12.05 Saturday Morning 
Live, 13.30 Clyde, 18.00 Sports View - Dream Team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20.00 Dave 
Lewis, 22.00 Margo Till Midnight
SUNDAY: 09.00 Sunday Morning With Breege, 10.00 
Sunday Morning, 11.00 Sunday Brunch With Archie, 
12.00 Sunday Brunch, 16.30 Archie Darling, 18.00 
Ken’s Friends - Ken Hunter, 19.00 New Country Show 
- David Entwhistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham Scott, 
23.00 Station Close Down

Your local radio listings
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Across

1 One who has lost a limb (7)

5 Wedding helper (5)

8 Harden (5)

9 Leaves (4,3)

10 Not feeling right (13)

11 Least ingenuous (6)

12 Rudely ask for (6)

15 Large reptile (7,6)

18 Receipt asking for payment (7)

19 Turn topsy-turvy (5)

20 A labour camp in the Soviet Union (5)

21 Better (7)

Down

1 Parting word (5)

2 Potbellied (7)

3 Pertaining to a non-remoldable type of 
plastic (13)

4 Yellow Christmas drink (6)

5 In fashion (2-2-3-6)

6 Devastating weapon (1-4)

7 Unoriginal work (7)

11 Totting up (7)

13 An American shaded walk (7)

14 Light wind (6)

16 Central point! (5)

17 Sidestep (5)

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION
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THE OBAN TIMES 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

CROSSWORD

RESIPOLE Studios and 
Fine Art Gallery has 
unveiled its second annual 
show of 2018.

It includes At the Edge 
in the main hall – a group 
exhibition of artists taking 
inspiration from the 
Scottish coastline, and a 
collection of psychedelic 
art in the Red Gallery by 
Stephen French, Rodger 
Insh and Keith Thomson, 
as well as the gallery’s first 
ever Postcard Show show-
ing in the White Gallery. 

At the Edge showcases 
new work by three regular 
exhibitors at Resipole – 
Alan B. Hayman, Jonathan 
Shearer and Jim Wright 
– and introduces Ruth 
Brownlee, a multi-award 
winning landscape painter 
based in Shetland. Since 
gaining a degree at the 
Edinburgh College of Art, 

Brownlee has become one 
of Scotland’s foremost 
contemporary landscape 
painters, exhibiting across 
the UK and receiving 
a long list of grants and 
awards. 

Shetland’s skies and seas 
are a constant inspiration 
for her work.

She said: ‘My paintings 
are based on my experienc-
es of living in the Shetland 
environment and are 
concerned with capturing 
the atmosphere, the play 
of light on the sea and 
coastal landscape, through 
mixed-media.’ 

The gallery has also in-
troduced the work of Beth 
Robertson Fiddes. Orig-
inally from Tiree, Fiddes 
travels around the western 
Highlands and islands to 
collect source material 
and sketches which are 

then worked up into larger 
landscape pieces in her 
studio near Ullapool. 

‘I refer often to memories 
of my early childhood at 
Hynish on Tiree, playing 
and exploring the shore-
line there, trying to attach 
meaning and a story to 
everything I found or saw,’ 
she explained

In the Red Gallery, Ste-
phen French and Rodger 
Insh team up with their 
lecturer from art school 
Keith Thomson. 

Having all acquired 
their formative styles and 
aesthetic sensibility at 
Duncan of Jordanston 
College of Art at the 
height of the psychedelic 
art movement in the late 
1960s and early 1970s, the 
two contemporaries and 
their mentor have come 
together after 40 years 

to present a body of mul-
ti-medium work. Inspired 
by the two-dimensional 
psychedelic graphic art 
from their art school-days, 
the three artists draw on 
parallels while revealing 
their own individual style, 
discipline and practice. 

The Postcard Show 
is approximately 200 
postcard-sized panels by 
participants from across 
the UK, which will be 
on show in the White 
Gallery at this time. 

The ‘open-call’ project 
gives high school-aged 
children and amateur 
artists the chance to 
showcase their work 
alongside mid-career and 
established artists – a 
great opportunity for 
budding collectors to get 
their hands on original 
work for a tiny price!

VISITORS had a ‘splashing’ 
time at this year’s Festival of 
the Sea.

From making models out 
of beach waste to becoming 
microplastic detectives, 
there was plenty to see and 
do during the weekend event 
at  the Ocean Explorer Cen-
tre at SAMS.

Emily Saxon, 9, went 
along with her family from 
Ardchatten and got hands-

on making a fearsome sea 
monster from plastic waste 
cleaned-up from nearby 
beaches.

Life science company 
CuanTec, that has a base at 
the Dunstaffnage site, was 
also there to showcase how it 
makes a plastic alternative, 
a natural biopolymer, from 
langoustine shells.

Young visitors were asked 
to show off their artistic tal-

ent and draw their own ideas 
of what seaweed farms look 
like while grown-ups got the 
chance to browse and buy 
old  sea chart maps.

And Phd SAMS student 
Lola Paradinas was encour-
aging visitors to put tiny bits 
and shreds of plastic fibres 
under the microscope to 
get a close-up of hazards 
polluting seas and harming 
marine life.

WITH Oban Live just 
over a week away, Peat-
bog Faeries have been 
added to the line-up.

The six-piece group, 
who merge traditional 
music with ‘dance floor 
groves’, will take to the 
stage on the Saturday 
night.

Oban Live said: ‘De-
lighted to announce 
the legendary Peatbog 
Faeries will be joining us 
this year. They need no 
introduction,’ before add-
ing: ‘It will be jumping.’

The band is made up 
of Peter Morrison on 
pipes and whistles, Ross 
Couper, who plays fiddle; 
guitarist Tom Salter; 
Graeme Stafford, who 

plays keyboard; bass 
player Innes Hutton; 
and Stuart Haikney on 
drums. Posting on social 
media, Peatbog Faeries 
said: ‘We’re delighted to 
announce that we are a 
late addition to this year’s 
Oban Live. We do love a 
west coast gig. See you all 
there.’

The faeries join other 
bands such as Skerryvore, 
Skipinnish, Sharron 
Shannon, the Chunks, 
Sons of Argyll as well as 
Blazing Fiddles and this 
year’s Oban Unsigned act 
Kathleen Robertson.

Oban Live takes place 
on Friday and Saturday, 
June 8 and 9, at Mossfield 
Stadium.

Festival of the Sea 
‘shore’ was fun

Peatbog Faeries have been added 
to the Oban Live line-up

Cara Tobin from Glasgow gets up close to exhibits from the sea. 16_T22_festofsea03-CaraTobia

Phd SAMS student Lola Paradinas encouraged people to become microplastic detectives.
16_T22_festofsea-lolaparadimas

Emily Saxon makes a sea monster out of plastic beach waste. 16_T22_festofsea02-emilysaxon

Second Annual Exhibition of 2018
Resipole Studios May 18 – June 29 2018

Fort William set for 
Legendary Country show! 
Now seen by over 
250,000  people The 
hugely popular  hit 
Legends of American 
Country show is set to 
make its Fortwilliam 
debut  On Thursday   
7th  June   at the Nevis 
Centre  and what a night 
of toe tapping Country 
Music  its going to be . 
The show is enjoying 
huge success this year 
with over 100 sold out 
shows  at prestigious 
theaters  all across  the 

UK and features 4 fan-
tastic singers Joe Moore 
, James Mc Garrity  , 
Rod and Tracey Mc 
Auley who preform the 
hit songs of icons like  
Johnny Cash , Dolly 
Parton , Kenny Rogers 
, Patsy cline and Don 
Williams  to name a few 
in this 2 hour Country 
Extravaganza that will 
take you to Nashville 
and back in one night  
! A full live band of 
top musicians coupled 

with an authentic stage 
set and state of the 
art sound and lighting 
equipment deservedly 
makes this the top show 
of its kind in Europe 
. Tickets are available 
now at the Nevis Centre 
box office  TELE-
PHONE 01397700707 . 
So keep Thursday  7th  
June   free for your diary 
as all Country Roads are 
leading to Fort William    
for a hand clapping toe 
tapping hoe down! 
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Glasgow Letter ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

SINCE news of Runrig’s 
impending retirement 
broke last year, tributes 
have been flooding in 
from all corners of the 
music industry.

On Wednesday June 
13, the Glasgow Islay 
Choir are hosting their 
own tribute to the great 
band with a concert in 
the Glasgow University 
Union.

They have had a 
long association with 
Runrig, singing with the 
band at many of their 
most significant live 
performances over the 
years, and will fittingly 
appear at The Last 
Dance, Runrig’s final 
ever performances in 
the shadow of Stirling 
castle on August 17 

and 18. At their June 
concert, the choir will 
perform a full evening 
of Runrig songs (mostly 
in Gaelic, but many in 
English too) with the 
help of some guests who 
also have connections 
with the band.

One of their special 
guests will be Gary 
Innes, who featured 
(caman in hand) on the 
front cover of the band’s 
2007 album, Everything 
You See, and performed 
the shinty hit Clash of 
the Ash with the band 
later that year, at the 
subsequent concert, 
Beat the Drum.

Fiona Hunter will 
also sing a selection of 
Runrig songs and the 
Glasgow Islay Junior 

Gaelic Choir will sing 
one or two Runrig songs 
by themselves, as well as 
joining the seniors for a 
few choruses.

I am very honoured 
to be singing at this 
exciting concert in 
celebration of one of my 
favourite bands. To my 
mind, their contribution 
to the progression of 
Gaelic culture (and 
their effect on the way 
in which our music is 
consumed) cannot be 
underestimated. They 
are more than worthy 
of all the tributes that 
come their way and I am 
sure the Glasgow Islay 
Gaelic Choir’s concert 
will be a perfect way for 
the choir to mark their 
own involvement in the 

Runrig story over the 
years.

Meal choices 
and numbers 
for the 
Glasgow Skye
Those planning to at-
tend the Glasgow Skye 
Association End of Ses-
sion Social in the Red-
hurst Hotel in Giffnock 
on Friday June 8 should 
contact the association 
secretary, Karen Camp-
bell, on 01786832278 
as the hotel needs to 
know numbers and meal 
choices by Monday June 
4. The event on June 8 
begins at 7pm.

What’s on
Thursday May 31: 
Glasgow Uist and Barra 
Association annual gen-
eral meeting at 7.30pm 
in Lourdes Secondary 
School
Thursday May 31: 
Glasgow Sutherland 
Association AGM in 
the RAOB Club, 937 
Dumbarton Road, at 
7.30pm.
Tuesday June 5: The 
Glasgow Islay Associ-
ation annual general 
meeting at 7pm in 
Partick Burgh Hall
Friday June 8: The Glas-
gow Skye Association 
End of Session Social 
at 7pm in the Redhurst 
Hotel, Giffnock.
Wednesday June 13: 

Mull and Iona Associa-
tion AGM, Unit 3 of An 
Leannag, 22 Mansfield 
Street, at 7pm.
Friday June 29: Helens-
burgh and District 
Highland Association 
Dance at 8pm in the 
Commodore Hotel.

Pub Scene
Islay Inn
Friday June 1: The 
Keelies
Saturday June 2: The Bu-
chanan Street Preachers
Park Bar
Friday June 1: Deoch ’n’ 
Dorus
Saturday June 2: Mar-
tainn Skene and Martin 
Pottinger
Sunday June 3: Trail 
West

James had their Oban audience bouncing and sweating.

Oban basks in the 
warmth of a James gig

OBAN on a Wednesday 
evening in May, bathed 
in early summer sun-
shine and swarming 
with people of a certain 
age in iconic, if slightly 
ill-fitting, daisy T-shirts.

Yes, James, indie 
veterans and national 
treasures, were in town 

playing one of a number 
of warm-up gigs before 
they hit the main circuit 
in support of their new 
album, Living in Ex-
traordinary Times, to 
be released in August.

Inside the Corran 
Halls, the increasingly 
sweaty crowd were 

warmed up nicely by 
support act Lanterns 
on The Lake, who do a 
really nice line in cin-
ematic, melodic drone 
rock.

They made several 
reappearances during 
James’s set to provide 
backing vocals on the 

more anthemic num-
bers.

Once they left the 
stage, anticipation lev-
els were ramped up to 
11 before the headliners 
arrived in a blaze of 
amber lights and tribal 
drum beats.

They opened with two 

new numbers and it was 
clear from the lyrics that 
singer Tim Booth had 
got a real issue with the 
current state of the USA 
with references to Don-
ald Trump and school 
shootings to the fore.

The set was a real 
mix of new songs - the 

highlight of which was 
the singalong epic Many 
Faces - old obscurities 
(Scarecrow from 1986’s 
Stutter album) and 
crowd-pleasing greatest 
hits like How Was It 
For You and Born of 
Frustration.

It says a huge amount 

for the sheer charisma 
of the band that the 
crowd remained as rapt 
and engaged during 
the unfamiliar songs as 
they did during the old 
favourites.

The show climaxed in 
the feel-good anthems 
of Sometimes and Laid, 

with the band virtually 
drowned out by the 
sweating, bouncing 
audience.

James really know 
how to write a euphoric, 
crowd-pleasing anthem 
and, in the closing pair 
of songs, they have two 
of the very best.

All too soon it was 
over and the dripping, 
buzzing crowd dis-
persed into the Oban 
night.

The sun had gone, 
but we were all basking 
in the warmth of a 
James-induced fuzzy 
glow.

malt OF THE month
Scotland has dedicated the 
whole merry month of May 
to its national drink, the bar-
ley bree, and if you’ve been 
assiduous, perhaps it’s time, 
in the poet Allan Ramsay’s 
words, to come todlen hame 
as round as a neep.

This month alone saw 
World Whisky Day, the Spirit 
of Spey Festival, the Stirling 
Whisky Festival, and, nearer 
by, and the Islay Festival of 
Music and Malt, Fèis Ìsle.

We’ve a bit of a breather 
before the Edinburgh Whisky 
Festival on June 16 and then 
another sesh in the winter 
at Dramathon in Speyside, 
the Theatre of Drams in 
Bowmore Hall, and � nally the 
Glasgow Whisky Festival, at 
which your correspondent 
has disgraced himself only 
once.

We had more reasons to 
be cheerful this month, 
when, on South Uist, plans 
were unveiled for a new, 
unnamed £10 million com-
munity-owned distillery at 
Lochboisdale, planned by 
Stòras Uibhist, the commu-
nity company that runs the 
estate of South Uist, Eriskay 
and Benbecula.

An important part of the 
project will be the story of 
the SS Politician, which sank 
nearby o�  Eriskay in February 
1941 with a cargo including 
264,000 bottles of Scotch 
whisky, spawning a ‘salvage’ 
e� ort by the islanders retold 
in the book and � lms of 
Whisky Galore!

Earlier, Bonhams auction 
house in Hong Kong set a 
new world record for the 
most expensive whisky, 

selling two of the rarest vin-
tage Macallan bottles - The 
Macallan Peter Blake 1926 
60 Year Old, which fetched 
£751,703, and The Macallan 
Valerio Adami 1926 60 Year 
Old, which smashed that 
price at £814,081.

The Macallan also unveiled 
its new £140 million distillery, 
described as a ‘space age 
Hobbit house’ on its Easter 
Elchies estate, including a 
bar stocking 952 bottles for 
whisky connoisseurs to try.

Meanwhile in Leith, the 
name John Crabbie is mov-
ing beyond green ginger 
wine and ginger beers back 
into Scotch whisky, with the 
construction of a new £7 
million distillery on Graham 
Street, close to the original 
premises at Yardheads, due 
to open in 2019.

On Islay, Bruichladdich 
distillery relaunched its heav-
ily-peated Port Charlotte 
single malt whisky with a 
range of new expressions: 
Port Charlotte 10, Islay Barley 
2011, MRC:01, and MC:01. 
Port Charlotte single malt is 
named after the nearby silent 
distillery of Port Charlotte, 
which ceased operation in 
1929.

The Port Charlotte 10, bot-
tled at 50 per cent abv. using 
only Scottish barley, has been 
matured in � rst-� ll American 
oak, re� ll American oak and 
re� ll French wine casks. It 
will be available for around 
£50 for a 70cl bottle, and is 
described as having smoky 
sweet notes of ‘coconut, 
vanilla custard, lemon honey, 
smoke oysters and sun baked 
salty sand’.

The Islay Barley 2011, avail-
able for around £60 per 70cl 
bottle, is a new vintage pro-
duced from barley grown on 
three Islay farms – Dunlossit, 
Sunderland and Kilchiaran. 
Bottled at 50 per cent abv, 
the whisky has been matured 
in mostly � rst-� ll American 
oak with some whisky aged 
in re� ll Syrah and Merlot 
wine casks.

As round as a neep come todlen hame

Mòd Sgìre an Òbain 2018
Oban & District Provincial Mod

FRIDAY 1ST JUNE
Junior Competitions From 9am

Corran  Halls, St Columba’s Cathedral Halls, Scout Hall
Great Western Hotel
SATURDAY 2 JUNE

Adult Competitions From 9am. Oban High School
Tickets on sale at the door - £3 all day ticket

£2 for a morning or afternoon ticket
No charge for children

GLASGOW 
MADRIGIRLS
The Wonderful 
Wood: Choral & 

Folk Songs
St Conan’s Kirk, Lochawe

Sat 2nd June, 7.30pm
Refreshments

£10 (£8 Friends) on door

Family 
Ceilidh Dance

Sat 2nd June 
8.30pm

Argyllshire Gathering
£5 entry

£15 family ticket 
(2 adults 2 children)
Sileas Sinclair Band 

Oban Gaelic Choir SC041027

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
If you would like to advertise in the Oban Times  

Community Noticeboard please call 01631 568000

The Rockfield Centre
Supports 

Oban charities day
 

Come along and see us at our stand, hear all about 
whats been happening and whats still to come!

www.obancommunitiestrust.org.uk

The Rock�eld Centre
Aonad Achadh na Creige

SC045503 - SC483489 

Come along and see us at our stand, hear about our plans 
for development and our community shares o� er
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LOCHABER TIMES
& Oban Times

I would like to vote for:
Baby number*: .......................................................................................
Baby’s name:  ........................................................................................
Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies VOTE, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.
*Baby number must be supplied.  This can be found at the top left of each baby photograph. 
Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted and will not count as one vote. Only original 
coupons printed in the Oban Times and Lochaber Times will be accepted.

You may submit multiple voting coupons in one envelope.
Coupons can also be handed in to our offices in Oban and Fort William.

The deadline to receive votes is 10am, Monday 11th June, 2018

VOTING COUPON

competition 2018

Terms & conditions: Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted. The deadline to receive votes is 10am, Monday 11th June, 2018. 
One coupon counts as one vote. Full terms and conditions at www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. Customer services: 01631 568000.

Vote for your WINNER!
The deadline to receive votes is 10am, 

Monday 11th June, 2018
We are now approaching the � nishing line of our Bonnie Baby 2018 
competition. Once again the votes have been � ooding in and have been 
counted and recounted. We can now reveal our fabulous Top 10 Bonniest 
Babies. We are now relying on you for the last time to vote for our 2018 
winner. Votes must be received by 10am on Monday 11th June before our 

winner is announced on Thursday 14th June
You know the drill by now; complete the voting coupon this week (you will 
have another chance next week as well) and get your votes to us by 10am on 

Monday 11th June. Our winner will be revealed on Thursday 14th June

Let's get voting!
Remember, you can vote as often as you like, but coupons 
must come from the newspaper, photocopies or coupons 

printed from the website won’t count.

VOTE NOW FOR YOUR

DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN £500!

WINNERWINNER
FOR YOUR

WINNER

Odinn Cumming
Born February 2017 Taynuilt

002

Kai Duncan Laverty
Born March 2017 Caol, Fort William

017

Poppy Maxwell
Born August 2017 Oban

015

Ivy-Rose Cameron-Watson
Born December 2017 Fort William

054

Kacper Klepajczuk
Born January 2015 Oban

059

Aliyah Allen
Born August 2016 Portree, Isle of Skye 

080

Hugo Daniel Mendel 
Born March 2018 Caol, Fort William

097

Freya King 
Born July 2017 Fort William

132

Cailean Eachann MacDonald
Born October 2017 Oban

138

Natalie Gillies
Born October 2017 Spean Bridge

115
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THIS WEEK’S WALKS
LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
before hand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.
uk. Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers 
Group can be contacted by email 
on info@lochaberandlorn-ram-
blers.org.uk.
Sunday June 3
Carn Dearg (South East),
Glen Roy
One of three Corbetts in the vi-
cinity of Glen Roy with the same 
name, this one forms part of a 

pleasant circuit with great views 
and a varied, interesting terrain.

Start 400m SW of Brae Roy Lodge 
at NN333911, where o� -road park-
ing is available. Walk back to the 
bridge at NN330909, cross the river 
and head S up the steep hillside to 
Carn Bhrunachain, 723m. Continue 
SE to the summit of Carn Dearg, 
834m. A gentle descent E leads to a 
watershed. 

Climb E to the rocky summit of 
Creag Tharsuinn, 719m. Follow its 
NE ridge down to the Burn of Agie 
and the Dog Falls. From here, a path 
heads N then W along the lower 
slopes of Torr o’Sonn to reach Annat. 
Follow the track alongside the River 

Roy to Brae Roy Lodge and back to 
the start.  

Grade: M+; Distance: 14km; 
Height to climb: 670m Map(s): 
LR34, EX400; Meet at Fort William 
Woollen Mill at 9.15am. Start at 10am
Leader:  Trevor Jones 07831 437454.
Thursday June 7
Ellenabeich to Cuan Sound,
Seil
A pleasant coastal walk on the 
lovely Isle of Seil with a return 
by a Nature Reserve. Antiquities: 
Dun Mucaig NM751154, Canal 
NM762152, Chapel and Burial 
Ground NM7622015390, Vitri� ed 
Fort NM756163.

Start from the CP at Easdale Hall, 

Ellenabeich (NM744174). Return 
SE along public road for approx 
1km to Seaview Cottages, passing 
in front of cottages. Follow the 
shoreline S for 2.5Km to the Cuan 
Sound. Continue along shoreline 
after ferry slip for approx 400m 
and then head north passing 
Ballachuan Hazelwood Nature 
Reserve. Skirt Ballachuan Loch 
and join track leading to B8003. 
Turn left at road, pass Kilbrandon 
Church and after about 100m take 
rough path NNW for 1.5km to re-
turn to Seaview Cottages. Return 
along public road to start. 

Grade: L; Distance: 10km; Height 
to climb: 100m; Map(s): LR55, 

EX359; Meet at Longsdale Road 
car park at 9.30am. Start of walk 
at 10.15am. Leader: Rick Atkinson 
Graham Innes 01631 562290 or 
07767 714503.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Please see full walk details at 
www.nevishillwalking.club. If 
anyone would like to go out on 
the walk please contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club.
Saturday June 2
Carn Ghluasaid, Sgurr nan 
Conbhairean, Sail Chaorainn, 
Claunie

Start at the rough parking area 
on the south side of the A87 at 
Lundie NH144103.

Cross the A87 road and pick up 
the Old Military road. Beyond 
the mast take hill path up onto 
the west ridge of Carn Ghluasaid. 
The wee cairn is the top but the 
other cairn has the better view 
(apparently).

The walk continues around 
the impressive cli� s of the corrie 
before ascending steeply to the 
summit dome of Sgurr nan Con-
bhairean. The path for Sail Chao-
rainn continues above the cli� s 
and then follows a well-de� ned 
ridge northwards to the summit 

of this optional third Munro.
Return by the same route to 

Sgurr nan Conbhairean but 
bypass the top on a path to the 
west. Descend its southwest 
ridge which narrows to a � ne 
arête. Once over Drochaid an 
Tuill Easaich continue down its 
south ridge to Meall Breac. Con-
tinue to descend southeast and 
then east aiming to cross the Allt 
Coire nan Clach above its ravine 
to pick up a faint path on the east 
side. The path eventually rejoins 
the Old Military road.

Distance: 18km; height to 
climb: 1300m. Suggested and 
co-ordinated by Chris Tracey.

Habitats and species get 
boost from £7.2m funding
A PROJECT which will help to restore 
natural habitats and protect endan-
gered species across the west coast of 
Scotland has received up to £7.2 million 
of EU funding.

Scottish Natural Heritage and the 
Argyll and the Isles Coast and Country-
side Trust are the two of the 12-partner 
Collaborative Action for the Natura 
Network (CANN) project, which will 
improve the conservation status of 
more than 25,000 hectares of land.

The project has received funding 
from the EU’s INTERREG VA Pro-
gramme, managed by the Special EU 
Programmes Body (SEUPB).

Working on Special Areas of Conser-
vation in the west of Scotland, including 
Islay, Glencoe and Ben Nevis, both 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and 
the Argyll and the Isles Coast and 
Countryside Trust (ACT) will create a 
detailed map for each site using remote 
sensing technology, to help identify and 
manage endangered habitats in need of 
conservation.

Iain MacGowan, habitat map manager 
at SNH, said: ‘The project will ultimate-
ly provide us with a very detailed habitat 
map of these sites which will help us 
to find better ways of managing some 
of the special areas of conservation. 
Ultimately, this information will also be 
included as part of the habitat map of 
Scotland project.

‘The information on the map is essen-
tial for policy-makers and will help us to 
meet targets set under the EU’s Birds 
and Habitats directives, and in the EU 
Biodiversity Strategy.’

Some of the endangered species which 
will be involved in the project include 
the marsh fritillary butterfly, hen harri-
er, breeding waders (curlew, redshank, 
snipe), golden plover, corncrake and red 
grouse.

ACT is working with Islay landowners 
and managers, Butterfly Conservation 

Scotland’s (BCS) Bog Squad and Islay 
volunteers to remove sapling spruce 
and rhododendron from peatland sites, 
which is helping to restore this key 
habitat on the island.

Site co-ordinator on Islay Sarah 
Edwards said: ‘It was very beneficial for 
our CANN partners to work with ACT 
on Islay to gain an insight into deliver-
ing the project.

‘We greatly appreciate the co-opera-
tion we have had from island landown-
ers and volunteers so far. They have 
achieved a great deal so far and have 
helped us towards one of the CANN 
project targets.’

Welcoming the funding, Gina 

McIntyre, CEO of the SEUPB, which 
manages the EU’s INTERREG VA 
Programme, said: ‘This project brings 
together a wide range of partners with 
an impressive depth of experience in 
the field of environmental projection. 
By working in collaboration with each 
other they will be able to make a real 
and lasting difference on both sides of 
the Irish border and in Scotland.

‘This approach is reflective of the core 
objective of the EU’s INTERREG VA 
Programme, which has been designed 
to support the creation of a more sus-
tainable and prosperous cross-border 
region.’

The project will deliver seven species 

action plans and 25 conservation ac-
tion plans covering more than 25,000 
hectares of land in Scotland, Northern 
Ireland and Ireland designated as being 
Special Areas of Conservation.

Upon completion, the project will 
have restored the condition of protect-
ed habitats and priority species found 
in western Scotland, Northern Ireland, 
and the border region of Ireland.

Match-funding for the project has 
been provided by the department for 
agriculture, the environment and rural 
affairs in Northern Ireland, the depart-
ment of housing, planning, community 
and local government in Ireland, and 
SNH.

FINN Lane is just finishing 
his Crofting and Countryside 
Skills course at West Highland 
College UHI and already knows 
what he is going to be doing 
next.

Following meetings, practical 
observations and a formal 
interview, the 18-year-old stu-
dent has been offered a year’s 
placement with the John Muir 
Trust and will start full-time 
paid employment on July 1.

He will be involved in hands-
on activity and training in 
forestry, farming, deer man-
agement, footpath maintenance 
and habitat monitoring on land 
managed by the trust on the 
Strathaird Peninsula on Skye 
and on Knoydart.

The post is one of four created 
specifically for young people on 
land that the John Muir Trust 
looks after in the West High-
lands, Highland Perthshire, the 
Scottish Borders and the Lake 
District, funded by the ALA 
Green charitable trust.

Heather McNeill, course 
leader on the Broadford-based 
course, explained: ‘Our stu-
dents have been working with 
John Muir Trust on a number of 
practical projects this year and 
the growing partnership is an 
enjoyable and exciting develop-
ment for both organisations.

‘We are all so pleased that 
Finn has been successful and 
that he has proved such a credit 
to his course and the college as 
a whole. Both parties are hoping 
that this will become an annual 
student opportunity.’

Sarah Lewis, the Skye conser-
vation officer for the John Muir 
Trust, said: ‘We’ve worked with 
Finn in the past through the 
Crofting and Countryside Skills 
course at West Highland Col-
lege UHI and have found him 
thoughtful, practical and down-
to-earth, so we’re delighted to 
welcome him on board.

‘He’ll be a great asset over the 
coming year, and we’d like to 
thank the staff of West High-
land College UHI and the ALA 
Green trust, for making this 
appointment possible.’

Adam Robertson, head of 
curriculum, added: ‘We were 
delighted to be approached by a 
partner organisation to provide 
such a valuable opportunity for 
further study and career oppor-
tunities for our students.

‘It’s co-operatively working 
with employers and business 
organisations across all of 
our sectors that ensure we are 
delivering meaningful courses 
that lead to challenging and 
fulfilling careers. We wish Finn 
every success.’

The ACT group will work to protect various habitats and species.

Skye student given 
opportunity with 
John Muir Trust
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Student Finn Lane and Sarah Lewis, Skye conservation o�  cer.
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Let’s create a growth industry across Lochaber
AS PART of Lochaber Environ-
mental Group’s Go Grow and 
Glow project, the group intends 
to encourage as many Lochaber 
residents as possible to grow as 
much food as they can.

By assisting ordinary people to 
hold small gatherings or ‘garden 

parties’ in their own homes, 
LEG aims to remove the barriers 
people typically encounter when 
dreaming of growing their own 
food gets filed in the ‘list of good 
intentions’ that never materialise.

Stephen McDonach, envi-
ronmental development officer 

with LEG, said: ‘By simply 
having some friends or family 
round to enjoy the experience of 
growing, we can learn together 
and share how easy it can be to 
grow our own produce. Grow-
ing vegetables doesn’t have to 
be complicated and it’s a great 

way to gain an instant support 
network to help you grow.

‘Whether you have a balcony 
space and you’re interested in 
growing herbs but don’t know 
how or your croft has lain 
dormant for years and you could 
use help and some know how 

to plant vegetables, then please 
do get in touch with LEG by 
either sending them an email to 
info@lochaberenviro.org.uk or 
by giving them a ring on 01397 
700090. We’ll be delighted to 
hear from you. Together we can 
get Lochaber growing.’
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Oban café given digital 
boost for online activity
A CAFÉ at Oban’s Railway 
Pier is planning to revamp 
its online presence to ex-
pand sales of local food and 
drink produce.

With support from Business 
Gateway Argyll and Bute, Food 
from Argyll, the co-operative 
that runs the popular eatery, 
was able to access one-to-one 
advice on website development 
through the successful Digital-
Boost programme.

Introducing an online shop, 
which sells hampers, confec-
tionery, coffee, cheese and 
preserves will allow Food from 
Argyll to expand the retail 
side of the business, now that 
the café has a steady and solid 
customer base of locals and 
tourists.

Katie Ritchie, one of the 
founding members of Food 
from Argyll, said: ‘Our goals 
right at the beginning, when we 
accepted the opportunity from 
CMAL to run the café, was to 
offer quality food using local 
produce, build a solid base and 
tap into the tourist market.

‘We’re guaranteed footfall 
but we wanted to ensure our 
food was the main reason our 
customers came to us and 
the feedback and reviews on 
TripAdvisor have proved we’ve 
got things right.

‘As the café is doing well we 
decided to develop the retail 
side of things, both in the café 
and online.

‘Business Gateway’s support 
and advice has been extremely 

helpful and the workshops I 
attended allowed me to get a 
better understanding of what 
is required when it comes to 
using social media effectively.

‘Our adviser has helped us 
to highlight what changes 
are needed to our website to 
make it more intuitive and to 
improve sales. Now we have 
a clear remit to take to our 
web developer, which is half 

the battle when it comes to 
building a website and will 
hopefully save us a lot of time 
and money.’

The café, which employs five 
full-time members of staff and 
additional seasonal workers, 
has an ever-changing menu 
which features as many in-
gredients from the Food from 
Argyll members as possible.

Now Katie and the team want 

to offer additional services such 
as packed lunches to walking 
groups and bespoke hampers.

Katie added: ‘Since forming 
in 2007 Food from Argyll has 
continually promoted local 
producers and quality food 
whether it be at festivals, sport-
ing events including the 2014 
Commonwealth Games in 
Glasgow or farmers markets.

‘Although a café wasn’t on 

the cards originally, once we 
were given the option to run 
it, we knew it was an exciting 
challenge for us and one that 
could reap many rewards.

‘Our combined personalities 
and goals meant that right 
from the beginning we wanted 
to collaborate and not compete 
against one another which is 
perfect when it comes to run-
ning individual ventures under 
one brand. Our chef Tommy’s 
remit to use locally produced 
food and drink results in deli-
cious dishes and we’re excited 
about the future.’

Angela Vernel, of Business 
Gateway, said: ‘Our Digital-
Boost programme, which is 
funded by Digital Scotland, 
provided the perfect opportu-
nity for Katie to gain a better 
understanding of how digital 
skills can make a real differ-
ence to a business.

‘By attending workshops, 
creating a digital marketing 
strategy and benefiting from 
one-to-one advice tailored 
to the specific needs of Food 
from Argyll, Katie will be 
able implement those digital 
aspects most likely to give the 
business a boost.’

For more information, visit 
www.foodfromargyllatthepier.
com

To find out more about how 
Business Gateway can help you 
set up and develop your own 
business call 01546 808363 
or visit www.bgateway.com/
argyll-and-bute

Argyll man Stuart wins award
STUART Cannon of Kames 
Fish Farming has won the 
inaugural People’s Choice 
honour at the Scottish Marine 
Aquaculture Awards.

Stuart, who founded Kames 
in 1972 and which is head-
quartered in Kilmelford, was 
announced winner in front of 
a 600-strong capacity crowd 
at the UK Aquaculture UK 
exhibition.

The inaugural People’s Choice 
Award was an opportunity for 
the aquaculture industry to 
recognise and vote for the most 
inspiring and innovative indi-
viduals in the industry, people 

who have made an outstanding 
contribution to their colleagues 
and the aquaculture industry.

With more than 1,000 votes 
cast, Stuart, a popular and 
respected figure in the industry, 
walked away with the award.

‘I am thrilled to win this 
award, especially as it is a vote 
from my peers, in such a terrific 
industry. It’s an honour to be 
the inaugural winner,’ said Stu-
art. ‘Aquaculture, in particular 
trout production, has been my 
passion over the past 45 years. 
I’m so proud that the wider 
community has recognised 
our drive and vision, in what I 

believe is a fantastic, innovative 
and essential industry for our 
sustained future.’

Susan Tinch, event manager of 
Aquaculture UK: ‘The atmos-
phere was electric, competition 
ferocious, with unprecedented 
industry engagement with the 
awards and by the incredible 
standard of the applications and 
nominations. We are delighted 
to have Stuart as our inaugural 
winner, a true industry stalwart 
and bastion of the Scottish 
aquaculture industry. It was a 
fitting celebration for a sector 
that is going from strength to 
strength.’

Stuart Cannon, of Kames, was presented with his award by Roland 
Bonney, COO at Benchmark Plc.

Sarah Last, Fin� sh Farm Manager of the Year, right, with a 
representative from sponsor MSD Animal Health.

The Campbells family were double winners.

CRAFT businesses through-
out Argyll and Bute will have 
the chance to sell their prod-
ucts to thousands of people 
at this year’s Best of the West 
festival.

Business Gateway Argyll and 
Bute is once again running 
a competition that invites 
businesses across the region 
to pitch for a free trade stand 
within the craft tent.

The tent, which is sponsored 
by Business Gateway, is a 
popular pit-stop for festival 
goers who are keen to snap up 
unique, local designs.

With more than 5,000 visitors 
descending on Inveraray Cas-
tle, the competition is a fantas-
tic chance for local crafters to 
raise their profile.

All six winners of last year’s 
competition proved popular 
during the weekend, including 
Margaret Morrison-Macleod 
of the Divine Hag, an 

award-winning company that 
creates natural and organic 
aromatherapy room sprays.

Margaret said: ‘I was thrilled 
that my product was chosen to 

represent the Best of the West. 
I had a wonderful response to 
my collection and to the beau-
tifully crafted Baby Bliss spray 
which I launched at the festi-

val. It was wonderful to meet 
customers and get feedback.’

A panel of judges will select 
six winners based on their 
pitch, which should include the 
reasons their venture is special 
and why their products would 
be a good fit with the festival. 
The judges include the Duch-
ess of Argyll and Fergus Mur-
ray, Argyll and Bute Council’s 
head of economic development 
and strategic transportation.

Eleanor, Duchess of Argyll, 
said: ‘I am thrilled that Busi-
ness Gateway will be holding 
its competition to find the best 
in the west of new businesses.

‘We have been impressed with 
the talent and diversity of the 
past entrants since the compe-
tition started and the winners 
have been very popular addi-
tions to the Business Gateway 
Craft tent. I am looking forward 
to the 2018 entrants already.’

The Best of the West festival 

is on Saturday and Sunday, 
September 8 and 9, with live 
music on the evening of Friday 
September 7.

To enter, craft businesses are 
invited to describe in no more 
than 250 words why their craft 
business and the products they 
sell represent the best in the 
west. They must include a link 
to relevant websites or social 
media to support their entry 
and they can also include up 
to five photographs of their 
products and a film clip of no 
more than three minutes.

Entry is via email to business.
gateway@arg yl l -bute.gov.
uk. Entries open May 31 and 
the closing date is 5pm on 
July 6. Competition terms 
and conditions are available 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
best-west-competition

For more information on the 
festival and to buy tickets, visit 
www.bowfest.co.uk

Hunt begins for this year’s best in the west craft businesses

Claire Bruce, Tommy Johnston and Martin Murray outside the Food from Argyll at the Pier café.

The Divine Hag trade stand at BOW Fest last year

Sarah nets top 
fi sh farm honour
A SCOTTISH Sea Farms’ 
employee has scooped the top 
farming prize at the prestigious 
Scottish Marine Aquaculture 
Awards.

Sarah Last was crowned Fin-
fish Farm Manager of the Year 
in recognition of her stand-out 
performance at Summer Isles, 
one of Scottish Sea Farms’ most 
northerly and remote mainland 
farms.

Only the second female to win 
the accolade, local girl Sarah left 
a career in construction to join 
Scottish Sea Farms, progressing 
from trainee husbandry to farm 
manager in just three years.

During her first full crop cycle 
in the role, she has delivered 
outstanding results, achieving 
farm record after farm record.

Sarah attributes this success 
to having a great team and 
being passionate ‘to the point of 
obsession’ about fish health and 
welfare.

Sarah said: ‘I don’t ever really 
switch off. The moment I open 
my eyes I’m thinking about what 
I need to do that day and im-
mediately want to be out on the 
farm, checking on the salmon 
and speaking to the team.’

Also triumphant at the 
Scottish Marine Aquaculture 
Awards was Scottish Sea Farms’ 
freshwater specialist Lynne 
Frame, who was named joint 
winner of the Rising Star cat-
egory alongside Scott Mackay 
from AKVA Group Scotland.

Lynne has spent the past two 
years immersing herself in the 
world of recirculating aqua-

culture systems (RAS), under-
taking secondments with both 
of Scottish Sea Farms’ parent 
companies in Norway - the first, 
a year with Lerøy Midt in Bels-
vik; the second, a seven-month 
placement with SalMar ASA 
to observe its new hatchery at 
Troms.

Lynne said: ‘I feel very lucky 
to have spent time working at 
some of the best RAS facilities 
in the world, and to have worked 
with such talented people both 
in Scotland and overseas – all 
of which is down to Scottish 
Sea Farms believing in me and 
giving me the opportunity to 
grow and develop in my career.’

The insights gleaned from 
Lynne’s time in Norway are 
already proving invaluable in 
the planning and preparation 
of Scottish Sea Farms’ new £44 
million, state-of-the-art fresh-
water hatchery at Barcaldine, 
near Oban.

Jim Gallagher, managing 
director at Scottish Sea Farms, 
added: ‘Scottish salmon farming 
continues to invest and evolve at 
pace, with innovative technolo-
gies and approaches replacing 
earlier practices.

‘However, these new and 
improved approaches are only 
possible thanks to a strong, di-
verse, dedicated team – people 
who think differently and are 
instinctively driven to do better.

‘Sarah and Lynne are shining 
examples of this, and hopefully 
both their stories will inspire 
others to consider a career in 
this key sector for Scotland.’

Keeping it in the family
AT THE WD Working 4 Busi-
ness Awards Dinner in Clyde-
bank Town Hall last month, 
Campbells Air Conditioning 
won two awards.

Campbells was the winner 
of the Developing the Young 
Workforce category, the Best 
Performing Business (under 25 
employees).

Campbells was founded in 
2001 by its managing director, 

Campbell Birnie, who was  
joined in 2003 by his younger 
brother Andrew as contracts 
director.

In 2008, Campbell’s mum 
Helen Campbell joined the 
company as HR manager and, 
in 2009, Campbell’s wife Jacqui 
joined as finance director, mak-
ing it a true family enterprise 
for the clan originally from 
North Connel.
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competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 30 June 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT LINKS HOUSE AND AN ACTIVITY

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: What kind of fi shing 
can be arranged at Links House?

Links House at Royal Dornoch in the Scottish High-
lands offers luxury accommodation combined with the 
charm, grace and elegance of the world’s fi nest luxury 
small hotels. Links House Hotel has been beautiful-
ly restored to refl ect the strength and drama of its 
setting, overlooking the 1st tee at Royal Dornoch Golf 
Club. Resting in the very heart of the North Highlands, 

surrounded by pristine coastline, forests, rivers, lochs and 
mountains, Links House is perfect for country sports 
enthusiasts. Our Highland Experiences Manager can 
arrange salmon and trout fi shing and a great variety of 
shooting and hunting for guests. Links House also offer 
guided walking excursions and ‘off-road’ biking experi-
ences, in nearby wilderness terrain.

All extras to be paid on departure. Overnight stay available October, November, December 2018 (excluding Christmas and 
New Year). Accommodation in a double room in either the Mews or Main House. No Cash alternative available. Activity 

offered will be chosen from a selection and is at the discretion of Links House. No food or drink is included.
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This is your chance to win a beef Eighth pack. 
100 portions of delicious Highland Cross Shorthorn 
Beef delivered fresh to your door and worth £395.

Macbeth’s Butchers specialise in delicious, well 

hung, traditional native breed beef, born and reared 
on Edinvale Farm in the Highlands. We rear the best 
quality cattle to produce the very highest quality beef 
that is fi t for your table.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: What is the name of 
Macbeth’s farm?

WIN 
A MEATY FREEZER FILLER

If you can also tell us which village Macbeth’s farm is near, then you will receive a bonus prize.
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Fine spirits 
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the world’s best 
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competitionsOFFERS &

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families 
are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No 
cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request 
post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules 
apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

WIN 
WIN A PAIR OF TICKETS TO THE 178TH ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Where does the Royal 
Highland Show take place?    A) Perth    B) Glasgow    C) Edinburgh

The 178th Royal Highland Show, which will be 
held on 21-24 June 2018 is almost here and 
promises to offer the best of Scotland’s farming, 
food and rural life. 

Supported by The Royal Bank of Scotland, 
and staged at the Royal Highland Centre in 
Edinburgh, the four-day event is a once in a year 
opportunity to really experience rural life; with 
over 6,500 of the fi nest animals, rural crafts, a 
dedicated Forestry Arena, award-winning farriers 
display, a busy Countryside Area with a wide 
variety of exciting displays and any number of big 
tractors – not forgetting Scotland’s Larder Live! - 
the biggest food festival in Scotland.  

Entertainment plays a big part in the Royal 
Highland Show with a huge variety of live 
music across two stages and shopping in the 
13th Avenue Arcade includes fashion, artwork 
and even furniture for home and garden. 
Children aged 15 and under go free with an 
accompanying adult, and the RHET Discovery 
Centre is a must visit for curious youngsters 
looking to learn more about the countryside and 
where their food comes from.

With a focus on showcasing rural skills, The 
Forge and the Sheep Shearing Arena bring to 
life the work undertaken in the countryside.  
While the Forestry Arena and the hugely popular 
pole climbing is back again for this year’s Show. 
The Scottish Women’s Institute Handcrafts 
Competition, staged in the Handcrafts Pavilion, 
has some of the best examples of rural crafts 
from across Scotland and abroad.  

Scotland’s Larder Live! is a must visit for all 
foodies and offers everyone a great opportunity to 
taste new and exciting produce. For those keen 
to pick up a few tips in the kitchen, the Cookery 
Theatre, showcases award-winning chefs creating 
incredible dishes using quality ingredients from 
Scotland.  

The wide range of shopping outlets brings 
together an amazing range of retailers, from 
fashion to homeware, jewellery to furniture, pet 
accessories to arts and crafts, you will be spoilt for 
choice.

The Royal Highland Show truly is a great day 
out for everyone of all ages – so go and be a part 
of this unique and hugely popular event.

NB: Competition closing date is Friday 8 June 2018
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will 
be first correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. 
Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Around the markets
FORT WILLIAM – Dingwall 
and Highland Marts Ltd  on 
Friday May 25 sold 124 store 
cattle, 17 OTM cattle, 12 adult 
head of breeding cattle, and 670 
sheep.
Bullocks (29) averaged 255.6p 
and sold to 300.0p per kilo for a 
pair of 260kg Charolais crosses 
from Moy Farm, Banavie, and 
£1,010 gross a 390kg Limousin 
cross from Balmaglaster, Spean 
Bridge, (Cameron).
Heifers (94) averaged 210.8p 
and sold to 270.0p per kilo for 
a 200kg Whitebred Shorthorn 
cross from 6 Blaich, Fort 
William, and £1,130 gross for a 
630kg Aberdeen Angus cross 
from 2 Unachan, Spean Bridge.
Young bull (one) sold to 166.7p 
per kg and £300 gross for a 
Highland cross from Jorodon, 
Banavie.
OTM cattle (17) averaged 131.2p 
and sold to 165.0p per kilo for 
an 517kg Simmental cross from 
Mucomir Farm, Spean Bridge, 
and £1,010 gross (twice) for a 
745kg Shorthorn cross and a 
745kg Simmental cross from Moy 
Farm.
Breeding cattle (12) sold to 
£1,450 gross for a Simmental 
cross cow with twin calves at foot 
from Moy Farm.
Store lambs (252) averaged 
£40.93 and sold to £90 gross 
for a Cheviot from Craigard, 

Kilchoan.
Ewes with lambs at foot (126) 
sold to £172 gross for Cheviot 
ewes with Cross lambs at foot 
from Balmaglaster (Cameron).
Feeding ewes (260) averaged 
£43.09 and sold to £91 gross for a 
pen of Blackfaces from Glendoe 
Estate, Fort Augustus.
Feeding sheep (32) averaged 
£61.28 and sold to £76 gross for 
Cheviot gimmers from Isle of 
Muck Farms, Isle of Muck.
Other leading prices per head 
and per kilo:
Bullocks up to 200kg – Green-
field, Invergarry, £505, 259.0p; 
201-250kg – Insh Farm, Spean 
Bridge, £710, 289.0p; 251-300kg 
– Moy Farm, £780, 242.3p; 
301-350kg – Craigview, Arisaig, 
£880, 279.4p; 351-400kg – Moy 
Farm, £1,000, 277.8p.
Heifers up to 200kg – 6 
Blaich, £540, Insh Farm, 257.9p; 
201-250kg – Greenfield, £600, 
6 Blaich, 262.2p; 251-300kg – 
Balmaglaster (Cameron), £690, 
Ardtornish Farms, Oban, 230.0p; 
301-350kg – Moy Farm, £840, 
254.6p; 351-400kg – Balmaglaster 
(Cameron), £890, Ardtornish 
Farms, 222.8p; 401-450kg – 2 
Unachan, £880, 217.3p; 451kg 
and over – Moy Farm, £1,080.
Other leading prices per head:
Cows with male calf at foot: 
ShoX – 28 Anaheilt, Strontian, 
£1,380; BshoX – 23 Lower 

Inveroy, £1,050; LimX – 6 Blaich, 
Fort William, £1,020.
Cows with heifer calf at foot: 
BshoX – Insh Farm, £1,080; 
AAX – 72 Camaghael, Fort 
William, £1,040.
In calf cow: LimX – Antuim 
Farm, Isle of Mull, £1,000.
OTM prime and feeding cows: 
Ardtornish Farm, £970 (ShoX); 
28 Anaheilt, £890 (AAX); Tigh 
Airigh, Fort William, £890  
(LimX); Mucomir Farm, Spean 
Bridge, £850 (SimX).
Other leading prices per kilo
OTM prime and feeding cows: 
Ardtornish Farms, 155.1p 
(LimX); 8 Garvan, Fort William, 
144.3p (GalX); 28 Anaheilt, 
140.2p (AAX).
Other leading prices per head
Lambs: BF – 12 Aultgrishan, 
Gairloch, £74; Chev – Ardtornish 
Farms, £60; Zwb – Balgowan, 
Laggan, £50; Cross – 4 Glebehill, 
Kilchoan, £42.
Ewes with lambs at foot: Cross 
ewe – Balmaglaster (Cameron), 
£145; Chev ewe – 72 Camaghael, 
£138; Zwb ewe – Balgowan, £120; 
BF – Balmaglaster (Cameron), 
£108.
Ewes: Chev – Balmaglaster 
(Cameron), £78; Cross – Bal-
macaan Farm, Drumnadrochit, 
£78; Zwb – Balgowan, £74; BF 
– Lower Ollach, Portree, £71.
Feeding sheep: BF – Braes, 
Portree, £75; Chev – Isle of Muck 

Farms, £70; Cross – Craigard, 
Kilchoan, £60.

STIRLING – Caledonian Marts 
Ltd on Thursday May 24 sold
189 cattle, comprising 94 prime 
bullocks, heifers and young bulls, 
64 cast cows and bulls, and 31 
calves. All classes met a bouyant 
trade, and more could have been 
sold. Topping the sale in both 
sections was W Dandie and Sons, 
Learielaw, Broxburn at 262ppkg 
for a Limousin heifer and 
252ppkg for a Limousin bullock 
purchased by R Brown
and Son, Butchers, Stenhouse-
muir and T Johnston, Butchers, 
Falkirk and to £1,664 from
Ferguson Bros, Gillandersland, 
Linlithgow.
Leading prices
Heifers ppkg;
258p and 255p Faskine,
252p (Twice) Halket Leathes,
250p and 248p Brockwoodlees,
248p and 245 Halket Leathes,
238p Brockwoodlees and  
Halket Leathes, 235p Moorfield 
and Bankhead (Kerr), 230p 
Whiteside.
Bullocks ppkg;
238p (Twice) Learielaw, Kinneil 
Mill and Brockwoodlees, 235p 
Seggersdean, 230p Dullomuir 
and Kinneil Mill, 228p Todhall, 
Gillandersland and Moorfield, 
225p (Twice) Dullomuir and 
Seggersdean.

Crofters land cash 
windfall for housing
RURAL Secretary Fergus Ew-
ing has announced that housing 
grants totalling more than 
£300,000 have been awarded 
to nine crofters across rural 
Scotland.

The money is awarded through 
the Scottish Government’s Croft 
House Grant scheme, which 
provides assistance to build 
new croft houses and improve 
the standards of existing croft 
housing.

This helps to retain people in 
some of Scotland’s most remote 
rural communities.

Announcing the latest award, 
Mr Ewing said: ‘The crofting 
way of life makes a very im-
portant contribution to the 
sustainability of remote rural 
communities.

‘The Scottish Government 
recognises this vital role and the 
difference that the provision of 
high quality housing can make 
to retention of people in croft-
ing, both now and in the future.

‘This latest round of funding 
will make a real difference to 
those nine successful applicants 
and their families. In the past 
two years, 125 crofters from 
across all the crofting counties 
have similarly benefited from 
funding – totalling more than 
£4.2 million in grants. Since 
the start of 2007, more than £18 
million of grant payments have 
been awarded and more than 
900 homes have been improved 
or built under the scheme.

‘With Brexit just round the 
corner, this is an important 
juncture for crofting in Scot-
land. The Scottish Government 
is taking the bull by the horns in 
ensuring that crofters are val-
ued and encouraged to keep on 
doing what they do in delivering 
low intensity, high nature value 
agriculture, particularly as this 
improves habitats and creates 
stunning landscapes, attracting 
tourism and delivering real 
economic benefits.’

Federation welcomes grant 
award for mental health
THE Scottish Crofting Feder-
ation (SCF) has welcomed the 
announcement that Scottish 
Government will continue to 
support the National Rural 
Mental Health Forum with a 
grant of £50,000.

‘Mental health is something we 
don’t talk enough about,’ said 
Patrick Krause, chief executive 
of the Scottish Crofting Feder-
ation, ‘and perhaps especially so 
in rural communities.

‘Yet our mental health is, of 
course, just as significant to our 
wellbeing as our physical health. 
The National Rural Mental 
Health Forum has been raising 
awareness of mental health with 
great success and it is good that 
this work is recognised by the 
Scottish Government.’

The NRMHF is an umbrella 
body for organisations, including 
the SCF, keen to raise awareness 
of mental health issues.

Review of farm business 
pays handsome dividends

In uncertain times, taking stock 
can make good business sense 

according to NFUS Highland 
regional chairman MARTIN BIRSE

OVER the past 10 years, Pit-
gaveny Farms – where Martin 
is farm manager – has taken 
advantage of the Integrated 
Land Management Plan and its 
predecessor, the Whole Farm 
Review (WFR), to employ 
a professional consultant to 
assess the financial and physical 
condition of the business.

These schemes identify 
business strengths, eliminate 
weaknesses and take advan-
tages of opportunities to build 
a business which is resilient to 
future threats, such as reduced 
production subsidies.

The original WFR carried 
out in 2013 concluded that 
cereal yields were variable and 

an average stocking rate of 1.43 
livestock units (LU) per forage 
hectare was low on organically 
managed grass clover swards or 
conventional grassland capable 
of carrying stocking rates of 1.6 
to 1.8 LU.

Implementation of technical 
advice in the report also 
produced higher and more 
consistent cereal yields. The 
advice included restricting high 
input wheat crops to the Grade 
2 and Grade 3 land, growing 
wheat only after a break crop 
and avoiding sowing winter 
crops where there were likely to 
be areas of standing water over 
winter.

They also introduced a ‘straw 
for dung’ deal which now allows 
12 tonnes per ha to be applied 
annually to 60 per cent of the 
cereal area. The application of 
dung has allowed a 125kg per ha 
reduction in the compound fer-
tiliser applied to treated crops.

Implementation of the com-
plete advisory package has in-
creased cereal yields by around 
0.6 to 0.8 tonnes per ha.

After identifying the low 

stocking rate as a weakness, 
the additional support grant 
funded a series of visits by the 
consultant over the grazing 
season. He advised to alternate 
grazing with a twice cut silage 
system and selective topping of 
some grazing fields.

This has dramatically reduced 
thistles on the organically man-
aged grass/clover swards and 
addressing sulphur deficiency 
for an outlay of £7.40 per ha has 
transformed the establishment 
and productivity of their grass/
clover fields.

Organic grassland, which pre-
viously carried 40 organic cows 
and 450 breeding ewes, now 
carries 40 cows and 900 ewes, 
allowing prime lamb production 
to out compete the wheat crop.

In 2017, they applied for an 
Integrated Land Management 
Plan to re-assess efficiency. As 

part of the analysis, the profit 
before subsidy was calculated 
for each enterprise on the farm.

The 60 ha of winter barley 
generated the lowest profit/
ha when compared to others, 
with the best returns from the 
organic enterprise. They have 
since taken the decision to cut 
out winter barley and convert 
another 60 ha to organic pro-
duction.

Big bale silage cutting dates 
will now be planned around 
stock performance require-
ments and they will continue to 
finish their conventional male 
calves on their intensive cereal 
system.

While seeking such advice 
does come at a cost, support is 
available, and the returns from 
the changes implemented have 
more than justified the decision 
to review the business.

Martin Birse.

NFUS comments on new Climate Change Bill
COMMENTING on the pub-
lication of the Scottish Gov-
ernment’s Climate Change 
(Emissions Reduction 
Targets) (Scotland) Bill, NFU 
Scotland president Andrew 
McCornick said: ‘Scotland’s 
farmers and crofters are on 
the front line in experiencing 
the impacts of climate change, 
with shifting weather patterns 

caused by climate change 
impacting directly on their 
ability to produce food.

‘Like other industries, 
agriculture is continually 
striving to produce more with 
less – thereby mitigating the 
effects of climate change by 
reducing its emission output, 
while helping to provide food 
security.

‘Farming is a biological pro-
cess and therefore zero emis-
sions from production are not 
possible. However, Scottish 
farmers and crofters are 
enthusiastically adopting new 
technology and knowledge to 
offset carbon emissions in a 
range of different ways.

‘Just a few examples would 
be peatlands management, 

testing of soils, expansion in 
precision farming and plant-
ing of agro-forestry – as well 
as uptake of schemes such as 
Farming for a Better Climate 
and the Beef Efficiency 
Scheme.

‘We are determined to play 
our part as a key industry in 
rural Scotland to help meet 
the Bill’s new targets.’ NFUS president Andrew McCornick.
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

NEW CAR 
INDEX S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

Tel.01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080/880440

Autovision
40 Harbour Road

Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500

www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE YOUR
NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP
 PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

Call today on
 0778 985 5381

WANTED 
4X4s FOR CASH

All 4x4 vehicles, all makes and 
models wanted. Guaranteed best 

price, no hassle, free collection 
anywhere. Land Rover Defender, 

Discovery, Freelander Range Rover, 
Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land 
Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, 

Pajero, Nissan Navara, Terrano, 
Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  

+ All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 
Pickups, etc. Single vehicles or  � eet 

purchases. Any age nearly new or 
old, any conditions from perfect to 
written o� , non runners, rotten, no 
MOT, high mileage, blown engine, 
overheating etc. Cash in hand, no 

hassle, best cash price guaranteed.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 4 x 4 
pickups, must be good condition and reasonable 

mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT 
failures etc considered.

 Will collect. 

Contact William 07730 130284
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes and 
models considered. Also touring caravans and 

statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED

All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any 
age or condition.  We also buy water damaged 

or in need of repair.  Also all types of touring 
caravans from 95 onwards.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor homes, 

campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures or 
damp, all considered, any make or model, 

will travel. 

Tel. 01688302044 Mob 07739183414

REDUCED PRICE . BARGAIN !
RANGE ROVER TD4 VOGUE 2010

(excellent 4.4 Diesel 
engine average 30mpg).
Every possible extra 
including TV (BBC etc) & 
tv reverse parking.
Totally immaculate
inside/out, no marks 
anywhere. Metallic red/
tan Oxford leather
interior. 95k mls but fully 
stamped Land Rover 
Service history.New MOT
£13,500

Call 07920 116297

VW CRAFTER
Short wheel 
base, rear 
wheel drive, 
82k miles, 
service 
history, mot 
till February 
2019, tow bar, 
rear led work 
lamps. No VAT. 
£3250ONO

New and Pre-Reg Renaults 
ready for immediate delivery

CLIO

SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small 
selection of cars currently 
in our showrooms
USED CARS

17 Renault Captur DYN DCI
oyster grey/black, 25,000 miles ......................................................... £13,850
66 Renault Clio DYN Nav TCE
titanium, 7,000 miles ......................................................................... £10,550
66 Dacia Sandero  Leu Dci silver
3,000 miles .......................................................................................... £8,950
66 Renault Clio S Nav DCI-90
Mars red, 6,000 miles ......................................................................... £12,950
66 Renault Clio1.2 Dyn Nav
white, 14,000 miles ............................................................................. £9,750
64 Peugeot Partner TP 1.6 DCi
blue, 9,500 miles .................................................................................. £8,900
64 Ford Ka Edge 1.2
Gray 31,000 miles  ................................................................................ £5,500
14 Nissan Note Nectar 1.2 
5dr, blue, 9,000 miles ........................................................................... £8,500
14 Skoda Rapid TDi
white, 27,000 miles ............................................................................. £7,500
14 Ford Ka Edge 1.2
11,800 Miles ........................................................................................ £5,650
63 Dacia Duster Laureate 4x4,
blue, 50,000 miles ................................................................................ £7,950
13 Dacia Duster Laureate DCi,
blue, 61,000 miles ................................................................................ £6,550

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES
11 Peugeot 1.4 207 110           Fiat Panda           Ford Fiesta
Low deposit and � nance options available

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US
IMAGE SHOWN *ALL NEW RENAULT MEGANE

R E N AU LT

Tel: 07411 505040 or 01586 820495 (evenings)

AUDI 80 Good service 
history (15 stamps), 
new cam belt, 
MOT until May 
2019, 2 new tyres, 2 
family owners, low 
mileage - 80,000 
and still in use, 
garaged most of 
it’s life, solid reliable 
car.  Must go, need 
space.
£800 ONO

 Phone: 07920 588542

Two Wayfarer
Sailing Dinghys

Wayfarer dinghy N0.1628 all wood 
garaged last 10 years  £1850, NO.8459 

Glass � bre £2500.  One  combi trailer
and landing trolly.

Tel 07384706073

DERBI SENDA SM 125 (2011)
2877 miles, MOT 
Dec 2018. Good 
condition with 
£700 worth of 
work carried out by 
reputable garage, 
receipt available. 
£1600ONO

07768 506826

Citreon Berlingo Van
Sep 2010, 60 reg, low mileage - 51k, 

MoT Jan 2019, ply lined, SL door
new snow tyres on front, c/w towbar 

& roof ventilator. Well maintained, clean
inside & out.

£2,900+VAT

Ruaraidh Blackburn M: 07588 833709

BRIG 450HL FALCON RIB BOAT
Suzuki DF40 Outboard
Multi-Roller Trailer
Fitted Boat Cover
Garmin 50DV Fish� nder
Icom IC-M423 VHF/DSC 
Radio Hypalon Tubes & 
Original Gel Coat
O� ered for Sale at

 £7,450

01855 811555

SWIFT CHARISMA 565 2009 - 6 BERTH
Light use pristine
condition, Full Service 
Record, Roomy 
comfortable, Shower Loo 
Whb, Warm air heating, 
4 hob cooker + micro 
wave, Al-Ko Hitch wheel 
lock, stabiliser, Great to 
tow, Many extras

£10,250 ONO
07771786603/01631730665

DRASCOMBE LUGGER FOR SALE
Linnhe Marine, Appin. 
Honour Marine 
Drascombe lugger  in 
great condition and 
ready to sail. Full set of 
sails, boat cover, Yamaha 
4hp longshaft (serviced), 
rollercoaster trailer. E: 
nicholaszvegintzov@
hotmail.com
 £3,600

07900 632271

BAILEY UNICORN PAMPLONA 2012
Twin axle, caravan 
mover, 4 berth, � xed 
bed, CH, fridge freezer, 
microwave, separate 
shower, 2 x TV, in� atable 
awning + many extras. 
Heated throughout 
winter, excellent 
condition. O� ers around

£10,000

IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST CALL BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM
 TO GET YOUR SECOND WEEK FREE

£32.80
DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.netRECRUITMENT IN ASSOCIATION WITH

KAMES FISH FARMING 
LIMITED

Have Vacanies For

Marine Fish Husbandry 
Persons

Due to expansion of production, we are 
currently recruiting for Marine Fish Husbandry 
Persons at our Loch Melfort & Loch Craignish 
Sea Sites, where we produce Large Rainbow 
Trout.
Boat training, operational qualifi cations and 
licences are desirable but not essential as full 
training will be given.  The successful applicants 
will be enthusiastic, self-motivated and ideally 
have experience of working within a small 
team.  Duties include, but are not limited to, fi sh 
welfare, sampling, grading, treating, harvesting 
and other general fi sh farm tasks.
Applicants should also have a full driving 
licence.
Salary dependent on experience, skills and 
knowledge.

Closing date 6th JUNE 2018
Please send your CV with qualifi cations 

and accompanying letter to:-
Jean Haslam

Kames Fish Farming Limited
Kilmelford, Oban PA34 4XA

fi sh@kames.co.uk
Tel: 01852 200286

Customer Services Assistant, Lochgilphead
£17,021 - £20,024 per annum (pro rata)
Permanent - part time 17.5 or 24.5 hrs per week
This post requires:
• Basic Disclosure Scotland check
For more information, please contact Jenna Philips by email 
jenna.philips@acha.co.uk or by telephone on 01546 605808
For further details and to apply visit our website at 
www.acha.co.uk
If you are unable to access the website contact the 
Recruitment Team:
Tel 01546 605917 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk
CVs are not accepted.
Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 8th June 2018
Interviews will be held in Lochgilphead.

PART-TIME SALES/ 
ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT

LOCHGILPHEAD OFFICE

A part-time vacancy exists for a responsible, self motivated 
person able to work on their own initiative to assist in the 

smooth running of our Lochgilphead office.

The duties will include dealing with customers, advising and 
assisting them with their advertising requirements, carrying 

out other related general administration and sales functions as 
required. Training will be given.

Part-time, 16-24 hours per week.

A full current driving licence is essential.
Please apply by email with C.V. and full contact details to: 

ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Experienced Marine Husbandry Staff
Isle of Mull

Earnings Potential for this Role: £26,700 + Bonus

+ Generous Relocation Allowance

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior 
quality Scottish salmon.  We pride ourselves in providing industry 
leading and highly personal development paths which build into 
fulfilling professional careers.  If you are committed to developing our 
industry and are driven to put your strengths to work we would very 
much like to hear from you.

We are currently recruiting for experienced Husbandry staff on the Isle 
of Mull.  

Applicants should have at least 1.5 years’ practical salmon farming 
experience with a keen interest in developing knowledge and skill in 
feeding and net management.  You should be able to demonstrate 
competence across a wide range of farming disciplines including: fish 
health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, 
whilst being proactive in health and safety.  

Above all you should have the drive and ambition to further your career 
through training and development.  A formal boat qualification would 
be desirable. 

A current driving licence is essential.  

A generous relocation package will be offered as required.  

In return we will offer an attractive salary dependant on experience 
along with additional payments on completion of specific training, 
crop bonus, discretionary company bonus, pension scheme, life cover, 
occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and cycle to 
work scheme.  

We are an equal opportunities employer and we welcome applications 
from all suitably qualified persons.

For a full job description and application pack please contact our 
Recruitment Coordinator, Angela Hand on 01786 445521 or email 
angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com

Closing date for applications: Wednesday 13th June 2018

MULTI-DROP 
DRIVERS WANTED

SALARY £28,963 working a 5 from 7 rota.

We are looking for professional CPC 
qualifi ed multi-drop drivers.

Based at the Oban depot doing local 
deliveries.  

Forward CV to May Thomson
may.thomson@brake.co.uk 

or call 01698 731715 
for more information.

 

 
Mechanical Treatment Operative x 2 
 
 
Flexible - North & South Regions 
 Salary: £17,510 - £20,163 

 
An exciting new opportunity has arisen for Mechanical 
Treatment Operatives. Under the direction of the treatment 
supervisor you will be responsible for proactively and 
efficiently completing lice treatments. Fish husbandry 
experience, would be an advantage in, ensuring best practice for 
fish welfare, equipment and safety standards.  Applicants will be 
required to work a continental shift pattern. As this position 
will require travel to other sites, a full clean driving licence is 
essential, along with a flexible, independent approach to enable 
support across our site teams. 

 
  

Angela Gibson 
The Scottish Salmon Company 
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll PA26 8BH 
Tel: 01499 600 430 
angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com 
Closing date: Friday 2 June 2017 

Net Washing Operative 
 South Region 
 Salary: £17,510 - £20,163 

 

 

We are also recruiting for a Net Washing Operative to join our 
Net Washing Team operating across our sites in the South 
Region. Under the direction of the Team Leader duties will 
include cleaning nets, operating and maintaining net cleaning 
equipment to a high standard. The successful applicant will 
have excellent practical and problem solving skills, along with 
good standards of fitness, and the ability to pass a full ML5 
medical examination. Previous net washing experience 
would be useful, but not essential as full training will be 
provided. Applicants will be required to work a continental 
shift pattern. As this position will require travel to other sites, 
a full clean driving licence is essential.  
 
To apply and/or request a detailed job specification please 
use contact details below. 
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a full clean driving licence is essential.  
 
To apply and/or request a detailed job specification please 
use contact details below. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

HR Business Partner - South Region
Based in Cairndow, Argyll
Salary: £40,000
An exciting opportunity has arisen for an HR Business Partner to join 
our team looking after the South Region. You will be based at Cairndow, 
reporting to the Senior HR Business Partner. The role will involve 
you leading and managing the people agenda within a partnership 
approach. You will coach and support management on HR issues 
and policies together with working with Line Managers to focus on 
communication and engagement across the business.

The successful candidate will be an enthusiastic, self-motivated, well 
organised team player with strong communication skills both written 
and verbal.  We are looking for someone with a background in HR 
Management, previously in a HR Manager or HR Business Partner role.

We require passionate individuals dedicated to delivering the highest 
standards in all aspects of our business. In return we offer a competitive 
salary package, a market leading pension scheme, cycle to work, retail 
discount scheme, and an employee assistance program.  

To request an application form and/or a detailed job specification, 
please see contact details below.

Barry Thomson
The Scottish Salmon Company
8 Melville Crescent
Edinburgh, EH3 7JA
centralrecruitment@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date:15th June 2018

Station Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5RT

The opportunity has arisen for the 
right individuals to join our hotel’s 
Housekeeping Team, as Room 
Attendants, providing quality service 
to our guests, reporting directly to the 
Head Housekeeper.
Candidates should preferably:
• Be experienced in working in an 
hotel or similar environment.
• Have a good basic common sense 
and a mature attitude to work.
• Happy to work alone and as part of 
a team.
• Have a positive attitude, with a ‘Can 
Do’ outlook in relation to duties.
• Have excellent personal grooming and 
presentation standards and be reliable.

Duties/Hours of Work:  Servicing and 
cleaning guest bedrooms/bathrooms, 
to a high standard, which will ensure 
our guests have a comfortable and 
pleasant stay at the Perle Oban Hotel.  
You may be asked to share other 
cleaning duties as per needs of the 
business.  Shifts are in the day and are 
usually 4-8 hours per day, up to 5 days 
per week, extra hours/days if business 
levels dictate. 

Benefits: Staff Live-in Accommodation, 
(available for a small monthly charge), 
Meals on Duty, Staff Uniform, Company 
Pension Scheme, Staff Discounts.

Salary/Hourly rate:  Flexible / DOE

Position Title: 2 x Housekeeping Room 
Attendants, (full time / part time)

How to apply: by email with CV and covering letter or online via this advert.
Who to apply to: Pablo Quevedo, 

Accommodation Manager pquevedo@perleoban.com
Perle Oban is a luxury Scottish hotel located in the heart of Oban, surrounded by breathtaking views of the 

Highlands and Harbour. Perle offers a place for retreat, to experience luxury, and escape everyday life.
Perle Hotels is a hotel group dedicated to creating a set of unique hotels for the discerning traveller.
Wherever possible we work with local suppliers to create a truly authentic experience for our guests.

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier 
to fi nd your next job in the 

perfect location.

Download our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/02262/FUL Site 120M South Of 
Whingrove
Ardnastang, Strontian

Erection of house

The Environmental Statement can also be viewed at the Scottish Government Library at Victoria 
Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ; on the application website at (www.blarghourwindfarm.co.uk); or at 
www.energyconsents.scot.

Copies of the Environmental Statement may be obtained from Blarghour Wind Farm Ltd (telephone: 
0141 202 0625/info@blarghourwindfarm.co.uk) at a charge of £550 hard copy and £15 on CD. 
Copies of a short non-technical summary are available free of charge.

Any representations to the application may be submitted via the Energy Consents Unit website at 
www.energyconsents.scot/Register.aspx;  by email to the Scottish Government, Energy Consents 
Unit mailbox at representations@gov.scot; or by post to the Scottish Government, Energy Consents 
Unit, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU, identifying the proposal and 
specifying the grounds for representation.

Written or emailed representations should be dated, clearly stating the name (in block capitals), 
full return email and postal address of those making representations. Only representations sent by 
email to representations@gov.scot will receive acknowledgement.

All representations should be received not later than 2nd July 2018, although Ministers may 
consider representations received after this date.

Any subsequent additional information which is submitted by the developer will be subject to 
further public notice in this manner, and representations to such information will be accepted as 
per this notice.

As a result of a statutory objection from the relevant planning authority, or where Scottish Ministers 
decide to exercise their discretion to do so, Scottish Ministers can also cause a Public Local Inquiry 
(PLI) to be held.

Following examination of the environmental information, Scottish Ministers will determine the 
application for consent in two ways:

• Consent the proposal, with or without conditions attached; or

• Reject the proposal.

Fair Processing Notice

The Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit processes consent applications and consultation 
representations under The Electricity Act 1989. During the process, to support transparency in 
decision making, the Scottish Government publishes online at www.energyconsents.scot. When 
making an email or paper representation you will automatically be opted in to its publication unless 
you choose to mark it as confidential. We may share your personal data with DPEA and local 
Planning Authorities but will not publish your personal data (e.g. your name and address) as this 
is removed beforehand in compliance with the Data Protection Act. Should you choose not to 
provide your personal data then your representation will only be considered by Scottish Ministers 
and not be shared for consideration with any other party. If you have any concerns about how 
your personal data is handled, please email us at: Econsents_admin@gov.scot or write to Energy 
Consents Unit, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU

Location

Dalmally Post 
Office

Argyll and Bute 
Council Offices

Opening Hours

MONDAY 9am-1pm   2pm-5.30pm
TUESDAY 9am-1pm   2pm-5.30pm
WEDNESDAY 9am-1pm
THURSDAY 9am-1pm   2pm-5.30pm
FRIDAY 9am-1pm   2pm-5.30pm
SATURDAY 9am-12.30pm

Monday to Friday from 9am - 12.30pm, 
and from 1.30 pm to 4pm.

Address

Main Road
Dalmally
PA33 1AX

1A Manse Brae, 
Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD

Blarghour Wind Farm Ltd
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2000
Notice is hereby given that Blarghour Wind Farm Ltd, (company registration number 09171723) 22 
– 24 King Street, Maidenhead Berkshire, SL6 1EF has applied to the Scottish Ministers for consent 
under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 to construct and operate a wind farm at Blarghour 
(Central Grid Reference 204000, 714000). The installed capacity of the proposed generating 
station would be in excess of 50 MW comprising 17 turbines with a ground to blade tip height of up 
to 136.5 metres. The proposed development is subject to Environmental Impact Assessment and 
an Environmental Statement has been produced.

Blarghour Wind Farm Ltd has also applied for a direction under Section 57(2) of the Town and 
Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 that planning permission for the development be deemed to 
be granted.

A copy of the application, with a plan showing the land to which it relates, together with a copy of 
the Environmental Statement discussing the Company’s proposals in more detail and presenting 
an analysis of the environmental implications, are available for public inspection in person, free of 
charge, during normal office hours at:

MEMORIAL 
SERVICE

Tuesday, 5th June 2018

St Andrew’s Church Hall, 6 High Street Fort William 
at 7.30pm with refreshments served thereafter.

All families and friends in Lochaber area who wish 
to remember loved ones including those who have 

been cared for by the Highland Hospice

For more information contact: Tina McGarrell, 
Clinical Secretary. Tel (01463) 227901

SC0 11227

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL 
LOCAL ACCESS FORUMS 2018 -2023

The Highland Council has established Local Access Forums throughout 
its administrative area in order to meet its statutory duty under the Land 
Reform (Scotland) Act 2003.
Six forums cover the following Highland Council areas: Caithness; 
Sutherland; Ross and Cromarty; Inverness, Nairn and northern part of 
Badenoch & Strathspey outwith the Cairngorm National Park boundary; 
Lochaber and southern part of Badenoch & Strathspey outwith the 
Cairngorm National Park boundary; Skye and Lochalsh.
The Forums operate in a local advisory capacity to the Council on matters 
relating to the exercise of public access rights in the countryside.  Each 
Forum has up to 9 members plus Council member appointees together 
with a nominated representative from the Local Disability Access Panel.  
The Highland Council is looking for a balanced representation of interests 
covering Land Ownership, Recreational Users and Community Groups 
on each Forum.  Applicants for Community Group representation should 
note that they will require the support of their community council or 
group.  Land ownership and Recreational User nominees similarly will 
require written support from constituted groups whose interests they 
wish to represent on the Forum.
Each Forum has 2 afternoon or evening meetings per annum, usually 
Spring and Autumn.  Appointments will be for a 5 year term, there will be 
no remuneration but reasonable travelling expenses will be met. 
Further information on the role of Local Access Forums can be obtained 
from Philip Waite (01349 868431).
Application forms are available to download from the Highland Council 
website.  The forms can also be requested via email on access@highland.
gov.uk or in writing to The Highland Council, Planning and Environment, 
Development & Infrastructure, Glen Urquhart Road, INVERNESS, IV3 5NX
Forms are to be returned no later than Monday 25th June 2018.

PLANNING PERMISSION IN PRINCIPLE PRE-
APPLICATION PUBLIC CONSULTATION EVENT

Proposed development at Blar Mhor 
Mixed use masterplan comprising residential, 

commercial, community, education and hospital 
use at Blar Mhor, A830, Fort William 

Monday 11th June 2018

Kilmallie Community Centre, Station Road, 
Corpach, Fort William PH33 7JH

2.00 – 7.00 pm: Display of proposals, opportunity 
for discussion.

Comments can be made either in person at 
the meeting or via email by 29 June, 2018. 

These are not representations to the Council 
and no comments should be made directly 

to The Highland Council at this stage. When a 
planning application is submitted there will be 

an opportunity to make representations on that 
application to the Council.

For further information or to make comments 
please contact:

Threesixty Architecture: 
inverness@360architecture.com

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local 
Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 

18/00977/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Land At Poll A’Chapuill 
3 Claddach 
Portnahaven 
Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute 

18/00941/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
shed and formation of vehicular 
access

Land South Of Struan 
Cottage 
Isle Of Coll 
Argyll And Bute 

18/01125/PP Use of land to accommodate 
the temporary storing of 
aquaculture equipment for 
undertaking maintenance 
(retrospective)

Land West Of 
Dawnfresh Farming 
Loch Etive Trout Farm 
Inverawe 
Taynuilt 
Argyll And Bute 
PA35 1HU

18/01178/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse, detached garage 
and installation of private water 
supply and septic tank drainage 
system

Land West Of Fishnish 
Timber Pier 
Pennygown Old Road 
Pennygown 
Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-
comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please 
quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of 
representation the Council receives is considered a public document and 
will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries  
and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & 
Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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Argyll and Bute Council
DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

(OBAN LIVE EVENT) (TEMPORARY TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT) ORDER 2018
On Monday 28 May 2018, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order under Section 62 of the Roads 
(Scotland) Act 1984, which will make it unlawful for a temporary period for any person to wait, drive or cause 
or permit to be driven any vehicle, on any of the roads in a manner contravening the Schedules to the Order. 
The restrictions imposed by this Order, which are desirable because of considerations of public safety and convenience 
during the Oban Live Concert will be in operation when indicated by signs at the times detailed in the schedule 
below between the 8th and 10th June 2018.
SCHEDULE 1 – PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 
(Affected residents will receive passes for access)
1 Glencruitten Road between Soroba Road and Mossfield Avenue a. 2315 hours 08 June to 0015 hours 09 June 

b. 2315 hours 09 June to 0015 hours 10 June 

2 Mossfield Avenue between Glencruitten Road and Mossfield Drive a. 1200 hours 08 June to 0130 hours 09 June 
b. 1200 hours 09 June to 0130 hours 10 June 

SCHEDULE 2 – NO WAITING AT ANY TIME/NO LOADING AT ANY TIME 
0001 HOURS 08 JUNE TO 0130 HOURS 10 JUNE
1 Mossfield Avenue On both sides between Glencruitten Road and Mossfield Drive
2 Mossfield Avenue On the north east side between Mossfield Drive and Glencruitten Drive
3 Glencruitten Road On both sides between Soroba Road and the access road to the Golf Club
4 Miller Road On the northwest side between Soroba Road and Quarry Road
5 Quarry Road On the west side between Miller Road and Glencruitten Road 
6 Soroba Road On the east side between the Garage Entrance and Soroba Lane

SCHEDULE 3 – PROHIBITION OF ENTRY 
Mossfield Drive to Glencruitten Road a. 1200 hours 08 June to 0130 hours 09 June 

b. 1200 hours 09 June to 0130 hours 10 June

Alternative routes will be via adjacent streets and will be signed in an appropriate manner.
If a vehicle is parked without complying with the provisions of this order, then a contravention will have occurred. 
A penalty charge notice may then be issued by a parking attendant and a penalty charge will be payable. 
A copy of the Order may be inspected at Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead or online at  
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 
Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae,  
LOCHGILPHEAD, PA31 8RD
To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council
Councillor Roddy McCuish  

(E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Councillor McCuish will be holding a surgery on Friday 1st June 2018 
in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban  
from 10.00am - 12.30pm.
He can be contacted by email – Roderick.McCuish@argyll-bute.gov.uk and 
by telephone 01631 567854.

Councillor Jim Lynch (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Councillor Lynch will be holding a surgery on Friday 8th June 2018 
in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban  
from 2.00pm - 4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email – Jim.Lynch@argyll-bute.gov.uk and 
by telephone 01631 567893.

Councillor Elaine Robertson (E.W. 5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Robertson will be holding a surgery on Friday 22nd June 
2018 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban  
from 10.00am - 12 Noon.
Councillor Robertson can also be contacted by email –  
Elaine.Robertson@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Councillor Sir Jamie McGrigor  
(E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)

Councillor Sir McGrigor will be holding a surgery on Friday 22nd June 
2018 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban  
from 2.00pm - 4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email – Jamie.McGrigor@argyll-bute.gov.uk and 
by telephone 01631 567853.

Councillor Kieron Green (E.W. 5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Green will be holding a surgery on Friday 15th June 2018 
in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban  
from 2.00pm - 4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email – Kieron.Green@argyll-bute.gov.uk and 
by telephone 01631 562 444.
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Argyll and Bute Council
DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Notice under Section 3 of The Town and Country Planning 
(Simplified Planning Zones) (Scotland) Regulations 1995  
Argyll and Bute Council are proposing to create a Simplified Planning 
Zone (SPZ) for housing to promote the delivery of custom-build and 
self-build homes at the following locations:
FORMER LOCHGILPHEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL, WHITEGATES ROAD, 
LOCHGILPHEAD

LAND OPPOSITE WOODSIDE COTTAGE, SALEN, ISLE OF MULL
A Simplified Planning Zone (SPZ) is an area where the need to apply for 
planning permission is removed for certain types of development. An SPZ 
requires the preparation of an SPZ Scheme by the planning authority, 
which is a series of documents that details the types of development and 
nature of uses that are permitted together with any limitations, conditions 
and guidelines that a development proposal must comply with. Should 
a development proposal comply with the SPZ Scheme, applications for 
planning permission will not be required.
More information regarding the proposed Simplified Planning Zones 
can be found at https://rapleys.com/consultation/argyll-bute-spz/
Engagement events are being held at the following locations:
Salen Site:
An Roth Community Enterprise Centre, Craignure, Isle of Mull, PA65 6AY 
Tuesday 5th June 2018, 2pm - 7.30pm (formal presentations at 3pm and 6pm)
Lochgilphead Site:
Lochgilphead Community Education Centre, Manse Brae,  
Lochgilphead, PA31 8XQ 
Wednesday 6th June 2018, 1pm - 6.30pm (formal presentations at 2pm 
and 5.30pm)
Details on how to make representations on the proposed SPZ schemes can 
be found at https://rapleys.com/consultation/argyll-bute-spz/
This formal notification is part of the first stage of the SPZ process which 
involves a range of consultation, engagement and information gathering 
in order to inform the production of the draft SPZ Scheme.  
Any representations for this first stage must be received by  
5pm on 22nd June 2018
If you require further information please telephone 
01546 604158 or email spz@argyll-bute.gov.uk
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A83 TRUNK ROAD (INVERARAY) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION ON 
USE OF ROAD) ORDER 2018
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that they have made the above 
Order temporarily prohibiting traffic on the following lengths of the 
A83 Tarbet – Lochgilphead – Campbeltown Trunk Road -
1. That length of the A83 Tarbet – Lochgilphead – Campbeltown Trunk 
Road from its junction with the A815 Dunoon Road in a generally 
easterly and southeasterly direction to its junction with the B828 
Lochgoilhead Road, a distance of 7 kilometres or thereby.
2. That length of the A83 Tarbet – Lochgilphead – Campbeltown Trunk 
Road from a point 150 metres or thereby northeast of its junction with 
The Avenue, Inveraray in a generally northeast direction in Main Street 
South, Main Street West and Main Street East, Inveraray to its junction 
with Front Street East, Inveraray, a distance of 250 metres or thereby.
The Order, which is required to facilitate filming on the trunk road will 
be in operation from the 6th June 2018 until 8th June 2018 and will 
only have effect in relation to such part or parts of the length of road 
as is indicated by the appropriate traffic signs.
The Order does not apply to vehicles being used in an emergency for 
fire brigade, ambulance, police or coastguard purposes; connection with 
the filming on the road; connection with the placing of the required 
signage. 
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
An alternative route for traffic during the prohibition is not required.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at https://www.transport.gov.scot/road-
orders/?roadorderregion=1291
For information about roadworks on motorways and trunk 
roads visit www.trafficscotland.org.uk
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House,  
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF
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CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

R & C Bennett
14 Kilvaree, Ardchattan & 
Muckairn
0.097 ha –Existing house 
site
87972

Written comments from 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the croft and any 
expressions of demand 
for the croft (which may be 
made public), may be sent 
to the Crofting Commission 
by 28/06/18. Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW, info@
crofting.gov.scot

Nevis Range will present to the public our 
views for the next 3 years & what will be 

achieved, followed by a Q&A with some of 
our Directors & Management Team. 

14th June at 6pm
Food will be available: to book your place 

email nikki@nevisrange.co.uk. 
Booking is essential. 

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A85 TRUNK ROAD (OBAN) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION ON USE 
OF ROAD) (NO.2) ORDER 2018
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that they have made the 
above Order under sections 2(1), 2, 4(1) and 16A of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, temporarily prohibiting traffic on that length 
of the A85 Tyndrum – Oban Trunk Road from its junction with Corran 
Esplanade, Oban in a generally north easterly direction to the junction 
with Dunollie Road, Oban, then in a southwards direction in Dunollie 
Road and George Street, Oban to its junction with Queen’s Park Place, 
Oban, a distance of 750 metres or thereby.
The Order, which is required to facilitate the holding of the Oban Charities 
Day Parade 2018 and to enable members of the public to watch this 
event will be in operation from 2 June 2018 until 3 June 2018. 
The Order does not apply to vehicles being used in an emergency for 
fire brigade, ambulance, police or coastguard purposes or a vehicle 
being used for facilitating the holding of the relevant event.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
An alternative route for traffic during the prohibition is not required.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the 
Transport Scotland website at https://www.transport.gov.scot/road-
orders/?roadorderregion=1291
For information about roadworks on motorways and trunk 
roads visit www.trafficscotland.org.uk
A SOMMERVILLE 
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, 
Glasgow G4 0HF



 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD , white, blue and 
pink colours in stock, 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print on 
01586 554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

TOSHIBA TV 42” 
fl atscreen TV, HDMI, 
Freeview and satellite, 
USB inputs, scart con-
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MOBILITY

STATIONERY

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

STATIONERY
01631 295 010

www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

Free measuring and fitting & full guarantee 

See our 
website for

SUPERB offer 

detail�!

BLINDS

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

BUY LOCAL           SELL LOCAL      
TRADE LOCAL            SWAP LOCAL

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser  and your ad will also appear online at  www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk
FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

CHIMNEY SERVICES

SCRAP METAL

PERSONAL

Find us on             Established 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION

HIGH PRESSURE JETTING & CLEANING

07917 358285    07782  313517
Callum Simpson Martin Boyle

martinboylecontracting@gmail.com

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water approved contractor. CHAS registered. SEPA registered.

Oban Times_CampCou_Advertiser 10x 3 col.qxp_Layout 1  02/05/2018  14:34  Page 1SEPTIC TANK SERVICES

FRANKLIN 
REGENCY 

WOOD 
BURNING

3.2 mts X 20.5 
cms, flue + storm 
collar + chimney 

and rain cap,
 TEL 01631 730360

 BICYCLES
RALEIGH EXTREME 
Viper boys mountain 
bike. In excellent 
condition. Serviced in 
December. Selling as 
child out grown. For 
age 6-9 yrs. Black/
green colour, £89 Tele-
phone 07840 885812.

 BOOKS
MOTORHOME AD-
VENTURES Read 
the Kindle book of a 
6 month trip through 
Europe of an Argyll 
couple. FREE to read 
on Kindle Unlimited or 
£2.99 to buy,  £2.99 
a n g u s a c a m p b e l l @
gmail.com
SET OF RUDYARD 
KIPLING STORIES 
set of 25 red leather 
with gilt edge Rudyard 
Kipling Stories, in-
cludes the Jungle Book 
and Kim. Condition 
good, £150 Telephone 
07787 737977².

 BUILDING / DIY
CHAIN SAW Battery, 
£15 Telephone 07472 
878060.
CIRCULAR SAW De-
walt 24 volt, £15 Tele-
phone 07472 878060.
CIRCULAR SAW 110 
volt  10”, £25 Tele-
phone 07472 878060.
DRYWALL SCREW-
GUN Senco Belt feed, 
£50 Telephone 0747 
2878060.

DRYWALL SCREW-
GUN Makita  110volts, 
£25 Telephone 07472 
878060.
ELECTRIC GRINDER 
Diamond Blade, £20 Tele-
phone 07472 878060.
ELECTRIC PLANER 
Pro, £20 Telephone 
07472 878060.
ELECTRIC STRIM-
MER Bosch, £5 Tele-
phone 07472 878060.
EPRECT LASER LEV-
EL Battery, £30 Tele-
phone 07472 878060.
JIG For cut and scribe 
worktop joints, £15 
Telephone 07472 
878060.
REPLACEMENT CHIM-
NEY POTS for older 
houses, ornate Victorian/
Edwardian pots in var-
ious sizes and colours, 
£40 Telephone 01631 
564578².
ROUTER AND CUTTERS 
Heavy 12mm, £30 Tele-
phone 07472 878060.

 CAMPING 
& CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

AWNING ALL 
PURPOSE MAT 
200x300cm, £25 Tele-
phone 01631 566654 
evenings.
AWNING RUBBER 
MATS 6 @ 670x650, 
£12 Telephone 01631 
566654 evenings.
BUCKET SEATS 2 
Fold Up, £40 Tele-
phone 01631 566654 
evenings.

CARAVAN OVEN 
Bifi nit. Spotless, £35 
Telephone 01631 
566654 evenings.
FRESH WATER ROLL-
ER DRUM for caravan, 
£20 Telephone 07472 
878060.
HOOVER & UTEN-
SILS Caravan/Car, 
£30 Telephone 01631 
566654 evenings.
MICROWAVE New  
never used, £45 Tele-
phone 01631 566654
TENT 2 Person, £5 Tele-
phone 07472 878060.
TOW PRO CARAVAN 
FRONT COVER Fits all, 
£99 Telephone 01631 
566654 evenings.
TOWING MIRRORS 
Caravan, £5 Telephone 
01631 566654 evenings.
WASTE WATER CON-
TAINER for Caravan, 
£20 Telephone 07472 
878060.
WATER BUTT & 
HANDLE Aqua Roll, 
£25 Telephone 01631 
566654 evenings.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

CARPET SWEEPER 
“HENRY” Little used, 
too heavy for owner, 
£40 Tel 01546 850287.

 DOMESTIC PETS
COLLIE PUPS three 
bitches and one dog, 
off good natured work-
ing parents. Ready 
mid June, Telephone 
01586 830213.

 FURNITURE
SMALL TABLE 36” 
long, 18” wide, 18” high, 
£3 Telephone 01546 
850287.
TV CABINET Dark 
wood cabinet with 
space for TV at top & 
space below for stor-
age. W 81 x D 47 x H 
101 cm, £20 Telephone 
07900 632271.

 GARDEN
VINTAGE CART 
WHEELS and smaller 
implement wheels. 
Colourful garden dis-
play items. Prices from 
£30,  Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes 
and styles, make lovely 
garden planters. Prices 
from £40, Telephone 
01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN 
ROLLERS cast iron and 
decorative, for working 
use or colourful garden 
feature, various sizes 
from £90,  Telephone 
01631 564578².

 GARDEN 
MACHINERY

GRASS STRIMMER 
Easy Feed Cord, £50 
Telephone 07472 
878060.

nections, Also DVD player 
with scart connection, 
perfect working order, £99 
Telephone 01631 562915.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

MIXER SHOWER New, 
£40 Tel 07472 878060.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most sce-
nic lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort Wil-
liam, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk or telephone 01371 
851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the 
West Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and con-
veniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle 
of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for 
home offi ces or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk or 
telephone 01371 851868.

 MARINE
BOAT STEERING 
WHEEL small boat 6 

spoke stainless steering 
wheel. Old but in very 
good condition. Usable to 
ornamental. Bargain at, 
£50 Tel 01631 564578².
STEEL GRAPNEL 4 fl uke 
steel grapnel. Just in time 
for the season for retriev-
ing your mooring etc, £20 
Tel 01631 564578².
VINTAGE MAHOGANY 
BOAT RUDDER in excel-
lent conditions. Useable 
or ornamental. Bargain at, 
£45 Tel 01631 564578².

 MISCELLANEOUS
BLUE  WATER PIPE 
CONNECTORS 25mm, 
£2 each Tel 07472 878060.

 PET ACCESSORIES
DOG GUARD For Car, £5 
Telephone 07472 878060.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL, market your 
business effectively with 
professionally designed 
leafl ets, posters and fl yers 
from Krisp Print. Contact 
on 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp Print 
on Tel 01586 554975.

 TICKETS FOR SALE
ED BYRNE TICKETS 3 
TICKETS £25 each ono 
very good seats, Corran 
hall, Sat night 2nd June 
Tel 07717 558091

OBAN LIVE TICKETS 
One pair of 2 day Adult 
Oban Live tickets for sale 
for 8th and 9th June 2018, 
£99.99 Tel 07803 612272.

HAPPY 70TH 
BIRTHDAY

 JIM CAIRNS
5 Locheil Road, 
Inverlochy, Fort 

William. Love from 
Elizabeth and all the 

family.

Love Mary, Neil 
& Megan

x   x  x

Hugh 
MacCorquodale

2-6-2018

 WANTED
BLACK LABRADOR 
Male, Gundog, Tele-
phone 07713 651932.

David and Sheila
married May 31, 1968.

Love from David, Duncan, 
Brenda, Ewen, Mhairi

and partners and 
grandchildren.

GOLDEN
WEDDING

CRILLEY - SMITH



DEATHS

CAMERON - Peacefully 
at Hairmyres Hospital, 
East Kilbride, on May 
22, 2018, aged 85 years, 
Marion (Morag) Cameron 
nee MacCuish, 2 Wellside 
Gardens, Balloch, Inverness. 
Beloved wife of the late 
John Cameron, much loved 
mother of Sandra, Kenneth, 
and Alasdair, a devoted 
seanmhair and dear sister. 
Funeral service on Tuesday 
June 5, 2018 at 10.30am in 
William T Fraser and Son, 
Funeral Home, Culduthel 
Road, Inverness. Thereafter, 
2.30pm at Kilmallie 
Cemetery, Fort William. All 
friends respectfully invited.
KERR - On May 26, 2018 in 
Methow, Washington State, 
U.S.A, Bill, beloved husband 
of the late Catherine Ritchie, 
the much loved dad of Alex, 
Neil, Sheila and Angus, 
brother of Helen and the late 
Donald. Dearly loved and 
sadly missed. RIP
LIVINGSTONE - Mary 
Jane Livingstone in her 99th 
year passed away peacefully 
on May 23, 2018 at her home 
in Taynuilt surrounded by 
her family.  Beloved wife of 
the late Dugald Livingstone, 
Rowantree Cottage, Isle 
of Lismore.  Much loved 
mother of Ian, Jean and 
Moira.  Adored ga ga and 
great granny.  A dear friend 
to many. Funeral Service will 
be held on Thursday May 
31, 2018 at Muckairn Parish 
Church, Taynuilt at 1pm.  
Interment will be held on 
Friday June 1, 2018 at Lismore 
Cemetery, Isle of Lismore 
at 11.30am.  Family Flowers 
only please. Donations if 
desired to Muckairn Parish 
Church.
MACKINNON - Ian, 
Bathgate. Peacefully, at 
Blackfaulds Care Home, 
Avonbridge, on May 21, 2018. 
Ian MacKinnon, aged 88 years. 
Son of the late John and Mary 
and brother of the late Angus, 
Willie, Archie and Janet, also a 
dear pal to many.
MACNAUGHTON - At 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on Sunday May 27, 
2018, in his 90th year, Peter 
beloved husband to Jessie for 
64 years, devoted father to 
Cathy and much loved father-
in-law to John.
MCGLYNN - Peacefully, 
at the Mid Argyll Hospital, 
on May 28, 2018, with his 
family by his side, Fraser 
McGlynn, aged 76 years, 
beloved husband of the late 
Cathie Gillies, much loved 
father of Kevin, Fraser and 
Ryan and adored grandfather 
of Shannon, Ewen, Erin and 
Niamh.  Much respected 
father-in-law of Fiona, Judith 
and Stephanie, dear brother 
of Finlay and cherished uncle 
and cousin to all the family.  
A much respected and 
admired  musician and a good 
neighbour, dear friend and 
mentor to many.  He will be 
greatly missed by all family 
and friends.  Funeral service 
will be held in Tarbert Parish 
Church, on Thursday, June 7, 
2018 at 12.00 noon, thereafter 
to Carrick Cemetery.  
Family fl owers only please.  
Donations, if desired, to 
Glenaray Ward, Mid Argyll 
Hospital. All family and 
friends are respectfully 
invited to attend.
REDFERN - Peacefully 
at home with her daughter 
and her brother by her side 
as she wanted,  Elizabeth 
Redfern (née Watt) aged 89, 
on May 26. Beloved wife 
of the late Willie Redfern, 
dearly loved mum and best 
friend of Joan and dear sister 
of Robert. Funeral service on 
Monday June 4, 2018 at 12 
noon, followed by interment 
at Innis Na Bhirlinn 
Cemetery. Family fl owers 
only, donations if desired for 
Ballachulish District Nurses 
to buy equipment for mum’s 
“girls” who have been such 
a support to Elizabeth and 
Joan.

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

Thursday 31 May, 2018 23BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
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Crannog Lane, Oban,
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www.obantimes.co.uk
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Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE
Oban & Lorn 

Fundraising Branch
Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves 
the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event 
of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, 
Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 

loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher 
in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the 

particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 

Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of 
invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right 
to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

In memory of Catherine MacLeod

Senior reporter
Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

MACKAY - The family of 
Murdo Murray Mackay who 
died April 14, 2018 would 
like to thank all those who 
sent messages of condolence, 
the staff at Belford Hospital 
and John McLellans Funeral 
Directors for all their help 
and support.

MEMORIAL SERVICES

RYAN - Nick, Crinan Hotel. 
A memorial service will be 
held at Bellanoch Church 
on Friday October 5, 2018 
at 2.30pm and afterwards at 
the Crinan Hotel. All friends 
welcome.

MEMORIAMS

CAMPBELL - 
Remembering our treasured 
mum, Joey Millar who passed 
away May 29, 1987. Precious 
memories last forever.
- Love Avril and John.
DOWNIE - In loving 
memory of our dear mam 
and nana Aggie, who died 
June 7, 2001 and our dear dad 
and granpa George, who died 
May 28,1968.
Like falling leaves the years 
go by
But love and memories 
never die.
- Inserted by Betty, Auriol 
and families, Fort William, 
Inverness and Edinburgh. 
HUNTER - Precious 
memories of Mary, a much 
loved and very special lady 
who passed away June 3, 2005.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Alasdair and Mary x

KEMP - In loving memory of 
my dear mum Johanna (Joey), 
who died May 31, 2009.
Treasured memories
Sadly missed.
- Morag, Hugh, Lisa and Ross.
KENNEDY - Treasured 
memories of my cousin Peter 
Charles, passed away June 1, 
2015. Very sadly missed.
- Caroline Kennedy, Fort 
William.

HUNTER -Linda
3-6-2009.

Three little words
forget me not

Don’t seem much
But mean a lot

Just a memory fond
and true

To show dear sister Linda 
I think of you.

- Monica and Brian xx

Thought for the week
DANIEL BROWN said 
something like this in the 
midst of a seminar I once 
attended: ‘No matter how 
bad things are – if you 
are breathing and there is 
someone who loves you like 
crazy, then I have great hope 
for you.’

He also said that he didn’t 
think that self-esteem/self-
love originates within the 
self. It is a refl ective love. It 
starts at the very beginning 
of our lives.

Those parenting us are 
our whole life and we invest 
everything into them. And if 
they refl ect back to us love 
and care and nurture, then 
we receive the initial gift of 
a positive self-esteem.

I am certain that it was out 
of the riches of ‘this is my 
beloved son in whom I am 
well pleased’ that Jesus was 
able to give his life away so 
freely, so consistently and to 
his last breath.

The Gospel of John says: 
‘The truth will set you free.’ 
The great truth that will set 
us free is the great love God 
has shown to us in Jesus 
Christ. It is for us to hear 
‘this is my beloved child in 
whom I am well pleased’.

As John’s fi rst letter states: 
‘We love because God fi rst 
loved us.’

I would invite you to love 
God with all your being and 
receive from God the gift of 
a love that has no end. And 
by the love of God to be set 
free to love yourself and to 
love others as you have been 
loved.

So, no matter where you 
are in life today – since you 
are breathing and our God 
loves you like crazy, I have 
great hope for you.

Be free and live your life as 
the great gift of love it is.

Rev Tom Telfer,
Kilchrenan and Dalavich, 

linked with Muckairn.

New provost gets 
keys to cathedral
KEYS to St John’s Cathedral in Oban 
have been presented to its new prov-
ost, the Reverend Margi Campbell.

The Rev Campbell was officially 
welcomed to her new post as a special 
service on Friday which packed the 
cathedral in George Street with rep-
resentatives from churches across the 
town and surrounding areas of Lorn.

Other symbolic gifts included oils 
for healing, bread and wine for com-
munion, a Bible and the Diocesan 
Youth Cross presented to her by Felix 
and Rufus Hughes.

Bishop of Argyll and the Isles, the 
Right Reverend Kevin Pearson, led 
the service, which was followed by a 
reception at the Argyllshire Gather-
ing Halls.

The Rev Campbell will also be 
rector of St James’ Ardbrecknish and 
a gathered congregation that meets 
at Kilbrandon. Her organist husband 
James took early retirement to move 
with her from Somerset, where she 
was rector of Backwell in the Diocese 
of Bath and Wells and rural dean of 
Portishead.

The couple, who have two sons, have 
visited Oban on many occasions over 
the years. A sabbatical in 2016 first 

brought the Rev Campbell to Argyll 
and Iona.

‘James and I have been so touched 
by the warmth of welcome from all 
whom we have met here and from 
the wider province of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church. Even the weather 
has been amazing! 

‘Now, as the day by day work begins, 
I am looking forward to getting to 
know the communities in and around 
Oban, learning about life in this beau-
tiful area and celebrating our faith in 
the worship of St John’s Cathedral, 
in Arbrecknish and Kilbrandon,’ she 
said.

St John’s Cathedral has welcomed its new provost, 
the Reverend Margi Campbell.

Felix and Rufus Hughes presented 
the Diocesan Youth Cross to the 

Reverend Margi Campbell.

The congregation at St John’s 
Cathedral for the welcoming of the 

Reverend Margi Campbell.

Procession at
 St John’s Cathedral.

Pilgrims from 
Dalmally house 
of prayer visit 
Medjugorje
A PRAYER community 
has returned to the Bosnian 
village that inspired it 28 
years ago.

The founders of Craig 
Lodge at Dalmally have 
been back to visit and pray 
at  St James’ Church in 
Medjugorje.

Craig Lodge community 
members make a yearly 
pilgrimage to the little vil-
lage in Bosnia  Herzegovina 
where Calum and Mary 
Anne MacFarlane-Barrow 

were inspired to give their 
home and business over to 
God.

Some of the young house 
community members who 
have come to spend a year 
of their life working in 
service at Craig Lodge 
were among this year’s 
pilgrimage party.

Medjugorje has been an 
unofficial place of Catholic 
pilgrimage since the Virgin 
Mary allegedly appeared 
on Apparition Hill in 1981.

KIRKPATRICK - 
Cherished memories of 
Catherine, a devoted wife, 
mother, gran and sister who 
passed away on May 31, 2001.
Remembering you is easy
We do it every day
Missing you is the heartache 
That never goes away.
- Angus and sons, Allan and 
Gary, and the rest of the family.
MACDONALD - Treasured 
memories of  Ronnie who 
died on June 2, 2017
Much loved husband of the 
late Kathleen, adored dad and 
papa of the family.
- Ballachulish, East Kilbride 
and Bridge of Earn.
MACDONALD -  In loving 
memory of a dear brother, 
brother in law, uncle and 
great uncle Ronnie, who 
passed away June 2, 2017.
Always in our thoughts.
- Margaret, Jimmy, Kirsteen, 
Stephen and family.
MACINTYRE - Loving 
memories of Kenny who 
passed away on May 30, 
1999.
Inspirational dad
Steadfast husband
Missed and loved so much by 
all the family.
- Elizabeth, Kenny, Colin and 
families.
MACINTYRE - 
Remembering Angus died 
May 26, 1986 and Kenny died 
May 30, 1999.
We miss and need you more 
than ever
Your compassion, humour 
and basic sense of fairness.
- From Angus, Lorn, Eric and 
the wider family.
MACKAY - In loving
memory of Rosemarie
(Rosie), loving wife,
cherished mum and granny.
Forever in our thoughts and
sorely missed.
Mo Chaoin Chailin.
- Jackie and family.
McLAREN - In loving 
memory of my beloved 
husband Donald, who died 
June 1, 2014.
Today, tomorrow my whole 
life through
I will always love and 
remember you
Miss you, love you always.
- Cressia Ann.
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Cricket
Sailing

Football

GLENCOE 2018 Regatta 
passage race from Oban Bay to 
Onich starts tomorrow, Friday 
June 1.

It starts at 1pm for any spec-
tators wanting to go along and 
watch.

Earlier this month Oban 
Sailing Club hosted a Push The 
Boat Out day to encourage more 
people on to the water.

The day, organised as part of a 
national Royal Yachting Asso-
ciation (RYA) initiative, signed 
up new members on the day and 
handed out lots of membership 
forms after offering free taster 
sessions to the public including 
dinghy and keelboat sailing, 
powerboating and the chance 
to go rowing on Oban and Seil 
skiffs.

To find out more visit obansail-
ingclub.org or follow the club on 
Facebook and Twitter.

OBAN Cricket Club have 
began their 2018 season with 
two impressive wins against 
experienced opposition from 
the Glasgow area.

The club travelled to Vale 
of Leven in Alexandria on 
Sunday May 20.  Batting first, 
Oban made a very good score 
of 196 for five from their 35 
overs.  Andrew Leach made 
43 and Donald Histead 46 
before both retired unbeaten.

Oban skipper Tristan Carré 
with 32 not out and Mark 
Parry with 31 helped post 
a challenging total which 
the Vale always struggled 
to chase, eventually being 
bowled out for 85 and Oban 
won by 111 runs.

Jack Whiteley and Roger 
Ashforth were the pick of the 
Oban bowlers sharing five 
wickets between them.

The following week a sun 
drenched Sunday at Taynuilt 
saw Oban host Glasgow 
Accies.  Andrew Leach with 
45 and Ronnie Kelly 42 both 
retired unbeaten after post-
ing 87 for the opening stand.

Aussie newcomer Cameron 
Hathaway then smashed a 
rapid fire 53 to push the score 
onwards.  Further useful con-
tributions from Mark Parry, 
Jack Whiteley and Roger 
Ashforth saw Oban post a 
huge 234-8 from 34 overs.

Glasgow Accies were always 
up against it chasing such 
a huge score and regular 
wickets following saw them 
bowled out for 103.

Oban host Vale of Leven in 
the return fixture at Taynuilt 
on Sunday June 3.

Two wins out of two as Oban bowl them over

Oban Cricket Club’s Australian batsman Cameron Hathaway hitting out on his way to an unbeaten 53 in the recent match against Vale 
of Leven.

Glencoe regatta 
sets sail from Oban

Mallaig pay the price against 
clinical Kyleakin
Mallaig                   2
Kyleakin     4
William Wilson League
MALLAIG were disappointed 
to miss out on an opportunity to 
put themselves back among the 
league leaders at the weekend 
after they fell to a 4-2 home 
defeat at the hands of Kyleakin.

The home side lost an early 
goal in the scorching heat when 
a throw-in was taken quickly 
with no-one closing down the 
free man at the edge of the box.

His shot found a way through 
all the bodies and ended up in 
the back of the net.

Mallaig did manage to find a 
way back into the game through 
Andy Cunningham, who scored 
a terrific half-volley from the 
edge of the box to give the Loch-
aber side some life. 

Better chances
The goal encouraged Mallaig 

to push forward and they had 
the better chances in the first 
half with Angus MacNaughton 
missing a great chance inside 
the box and an ambitious strike 
from Jamie MacGregor going 
narrowly wide.

Kyleakin took the lead again 
after half time only for Mallaig 
to strike back straight from the 

resulting centre. A long ball 
from Jamie MacGregor was 
beautifully taken down by Ross 
Douglas who, with his back to 
goal, twisted and turned to find 
an opening to put it back to 2-2.

Kyleakin would take the lead 
again after some poor defending 
from a corner led to a back post 
header being knocked right 
across goal to be finished at the 
front post.

Mallaig pushed to get back 
into the game but, with Douglas 
coming close again, Kyleakin 
would add another goal to make 
it 4-2 and secure all three points.

The scoreline could have easily 

been 5-2 if it had not been for 
the heroics of goalkeeper Mark 
Johnston who had a wonder save 
late in the game to deny Kyleak-
in a fifth.

Despite having the better of 
the first half, ultimately Mallaig 
paid the price for failing to take 
their chances, especially coming 
up against a clinical Kyleakin 
side. 

Mallaig are looking to bounce 
back when they take on Portree 
Juniors in Portree next Saturday 
in a 6pm kick off. Mallaig FC miss out against Kyleakin.

South Lochaber miss out on
final after shoot-out defeat
South Lochaber Thistle   3
Crookston Castle    3
Thomson Cup: semi fi nal
Crookson win 4-1 on pens

SOUTH Lochaber Thistle’s 
impressive run in the Bobby 
Thomson Challenge Cup came 
to a disappointing end on Satur-
day in East Kilbride after a tight 
draw ended in a 4-1 defeat on 
penalties.

A youthful and defensively 
compact Castle side held their 
nerve in the shoot-out to knock 
the Lochaber side out and pro-
gress to the next round of the 
Greater Glasgow Premier AFL 
cup competition.

SLT started the brighter but 
were unable to capitalise on ear-
ly chances. A fantastic cut back 
from Munro saw Forbes have an 
opportunity to open the scoring 
but he saw his snap shot fly wide 
of the target.

SLT continued to keep the 
pressure on and a long ball 
against the run of play saw 

Crookston take the lead. It did 
not take long for SLT to level 
after a fantastic, lofted through-
ball from Forbes was met by 
an equally excellent finish by 
Martin Munro.

The Crookston deep defensive 
line allowed for plenty of SLT 
possession leading up to half 
time but the visitors were unable 
to break the deadlock.

Stunning save
Thistle had the opportunity 

to take the lead early in the 
second half when Forbes had a 
shot from 20 yards, destined for 
the left hand corner, deflected 
into the path of the ’keeper who 
managed to make a stunning 
save. This allowed Crookston 
to start a counter attack from 
which the home side once again 
took the lead, much to Thistle’s 
dismay.

In the searing heat both teams 
were beginning to tire but great 
work down the right-hand side 
saw SLT win a corner. Noble 
– Thistle’s man of the match 

– fired the ball in and his pin-
point cross was met expertly by 
Andrew Mclean who finished 
into the top corner.

At two a-piece the game could 
have gone either way and with 

eight minutes to go South Loch-
aber won a free kick on the edge 
of the box. Forbes lined it up 
and, for the second consecutive 
week, he blasted the ball past 
the ’keeper, nearly bursting the 
net in the process.

At 3-2 Crookston threw 
everything at the game and with 
45 seconds left of injury time a 
goal-mouth scramble saw the 
Crookston striker poke home 
from close range to make it 3-3 
at full time.

That exciting end to the match 
was followed by a tense shootout 
which saw Crookston convert 
four of their penalties to secure 
the cup win.

The club wish Crookston all 
the best in the final as SLT get 
set for a promotion-decider 
against Division 2 side Rannoch 
next week. The winner of that 
match will play in the Division 2 
next season.

Football

Andrew Mclean scored for SLT

League and cup double for Saints Under-17s

Oban Saints Under-17s with the Dunbartonshire Football Development League Cup after a convincing 9-0 win over Dunoon at Millburn 
Park, Alexandria last weekend. The boys also won the league but  have still to receive the trophy.

Highlighting homelessness
with the beautiful game
A SPECIAL book featuring 
football-related poetry has been 
launched in Lochgilphead.

Compiled by Sharon Wilk-
ie-Jones of social project 

ArgyllSHARE, the collection 
of poems by football folk aims 
to highlight an often-hidden 
problem of rural homelessness.

Co-founded in 2015 by Sha-
ron, SHARE began life as a 
social project at Bolton Sixth 
Form College. Since moving 
to Argyll with husband Sandy, 
ArgyllSHARE has been set up 
as a focus for using creative arts 
to challenge and change percep-
tions about homelessness.

The book, entitled ‘A Game of 
Two Halves: Football Tackling 
Homelessness’, was launched in 
a joint celebration at Lochgil-
phead Parish Church Hall on 
Friday May 25 with Grub’s Up 
recovery cafe, which is celebrat-
ing its first birthday.

Between musical entertain-
ment by the Easy Club band, 
‘Highland John’ read some of 
his own poetic compositions 
and Sharon spoke movingly 
about the reasons for creating 
ArgyllSHARE before reciting a 
poem from the book by former 
Kilmarnock footballer Jim 
Doherty.

Sharon said: ‘We are com-
mitted to making a positive 
long-term difference to life in 
Argyll and remain committed 
to our aims of being not-for-
profit, inclusive, welcoming and 
non-judgemental.’

ArgyllSHARE this season 
became a shirt sponsor for 
Lochgilphead Red Star AFC, 
newly-crowned SAFL Premier 
Division Two champions.

Football

Sharon Wilkie-Jones speaks at the book launch. 06_a22GrubsUpBirthday06

‘Highland John’ recites his own poems linked to homelessness. 

06_a22GrubsUpBirthday03

The new book of football poetry.  06_a22GrubsUpBirthday05
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Youth football

Glencruitten

Glencruitten

Killin

Shinty

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £4300
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

A Sinclair
Glenfyne Park
Ardrishaig

D Harvey
Kintyre Street
Tarbert

Taynuilt

OBAN Saints Under-13s won 
the Dunbartonshire Football 
Development League at Oban 
Community Pitch last Sunday 
after beating Dumbarton Riv-
erside 5-1 thanks to goals from 
Kyle Cooper (4) and Ruairidh 
Buchanan.

We are the champions!
 Oban Saints senior team club 
secretary David Buchanan 
presented the league champi-
onship trophy to captain Louie 
MacFarlane.
 The club would like to thank 
Staffa Tours for sponsoring 
the strips, D & J Campbell 

for sponsoring the tracksuits, 
Strathclyde Scaffolding for 
sponsoring the match balls and 
Oban Filling Station for spon-
soring the fuel.

Oban Saints Under-13s won the league title on Sunday.

MOIRA Aitchison presented the Iain 
Aitchison Memorial trophy 2018 to Kil-
mallie captain Liam MacDonald after their 
5-1 win over Ballachulish at Canal Parks.
  The trophy is played for annually in recog-
nition of the late Iain Aitchison who played 

Kilmallie win Iain Aitchison trophy
for both clubs. In 2017 the cup was not 
played for due to bad weather conditions, 
so was awarded two weeks ago when Balla-
chulish met Kilmallie in the first round of 
the Camanachd Cup, when Kilmallie won 
14-0.

 By chance the teams met again last week-
end in the Bailliemore Cup so took the 
opportunity to make it the 2018 fixture. 

Kilmallie and Ballachulish players watch the presentation. Photo: Iain Ferguson, Alba Photos

THE KILLIN Mixed Open 
took place last Saturday with the 
following results: Handicap – 1 
Brian Stock (Crieff) and Jean 
Faichney (Killin) 64.5;  2 John 
McIlroy (Kenmore) and Liz 
Cordiner (Helensburgh) 67;  3  
Moreen and Ronnie Cromwell 
(Lanark) 70.

Scratch – 1 Gordon Aitken 
(Killin) and Caroline Hender-
son (Aberfeldy) 77; 2 Allan 
McHenery and Liz Stevens 
(Killin) 84 bih; 3 Ken and Rho-
na Milligan (West Lothian) 84.

Best Killin: Bill Mitchell Sal-
ver – Allan McHenery and Liz 
Stevens 66

Best Overall: McRobert This-
tle Cup – Brian Stock (Crieff) 
and Jean Faichney (Killin) 64.5

Golf news

THE 2018 Opens Season at 
Dalmally Golf Club got off to 
an excellent start with the 15th 
Seniors Open on Wednesday 
May 23.  Sixty-two players were 
welcomed on a beautiful day to 
the course which was in great 
condition.  Representing 20 
Clubs – up on 11 in 2017 – and, 
from as far afield as Dartmoor, 
Northumberland, Machriha-
nish, Hilton Park and Tillicoul-
try, many of the visitors notched 
up some impressive scores and 
left with prizes.

Andy MacLean from Dum-
barton won the Gents with 40 
pts.  Liz MacLean, also from 
Dumbarton, led the Ladies with 
34 pts, while home player Ann 
Munro came a close second 
with 33.

Sponsored by the Ben 
Cruachan Inn, Lochawe, to 
whom Dalmally GC extends 
its thanks, the event was a 
great success, as testified by a 
visitor from Tobermory Golf 
Club, who commented: ‘The 
hospitality was outstanding, 
the organisation exemplary 
and the company very affable.  
You’ll definitely see us again at 
Dalmally next year.’

Thanks go also to the Manor 
House and Fyne Ales for dona-
tions of liquid refreshments.

Scores: Gents - 1 Andy Ma-
cLean (Dumbarton) 40 pts; 2 
John Tannahill (Glencruitten) 
37 pts;  3 John Perry (Tillicoul-
try) 36 pts bih.

Some of the winners and players at the Dalmally Seniors Open, 
with Liz MacLean and Andy MacLean centre.

Ladies - 1 Liz MacLean 
(Dumbarton) 34 pts; 2 Ann 
Munro (Dalmally) 33 pts; 3 
Cathie Skinner (Clydebank & 
District) 30 pts bih.

Category B - Brian Stock 
(Crieff)  35 pts; Margaret Nicol-
son (Dumbarton) 30 pts.

Nearest the Pin -  Neil Clarke 
(Blackwell Grange);  Jim Car-
ruthers (Kyles of Bute).

Gents: Club Championship 
Round 1: Scratch - 1 Graeme 
MacKechnie 74; 2 Angus 
MacGillivray 76; 3 Martin 
O’Keefe 81.

Handicap: 1 Martin O’Keefe 
(16) 65; 2 Angus MacGillivray 
(10) 66; 3 Graeme MacKechnie 
(7) 67.

Best Overall Scratch: Glen 
Ogle Trophy – Gordon Aitken 
(Killin) and Caroline Hender-
son (Aberfeldy) 77

Nearest Pin: Ladies (14th) – 
nobody; Gents (11th) – Gary 
Dryerre (Auchterarder).

In 3: (9th and 19th) – Sheena 
Chisholm (Killin) and Donny 
Nicolson (Helensburgh)

Longest Drive: Ladies (16th) - 
Liz Maiden (Ormskirk); Gents 
(9th) –  Gary Dryerre (Auch-
terarder).

THE ANNUAL Oban and Lorn Primary 
tag rugby festival was organised by this 
year’s modern apprentice rugby coach Lucy 
Stewart.
 Nearly 200 P4-7 pupils attended Glen-
cruitten in Oban from Appin, Barcaldine, 
Dalmally, Dunbeg, Easdale, Lochnell, 
Rockfield and Taynuilt primary schools.
 There were four pitches running  on the 
day, two for P4/5 and two for P6/7. Each 
team played in the group stages and the 
top two teams from each pitch progressed 
through to the semi-finals. Once the 
semi-finals were played, the teams in the 
final were announced. 
 The P4/5 final was Taynuilt v Lochnell 

Enjoyable day at
tag rugby festival

while the P6/7 final was Dunbeg v Rock-
field. 
 The P4/5 final was refereed by Argyll 
and Bute rugby development officer Allan 
Wright. The match was of a high quality for 
such a young age and Taynuilt managed to 
push ahead to win 3-1.
 The P6/7 final was refereed by Lucy 
Stewart. This one was tight as Rockfield 
scored the first try leaving Dunbeg to play 
catch-up. Each score that Rockfield made, 
Dunbeg scored to keep it even.
 The match ended 5-4 to Rockfield while 
Dunbeg tried their best to get a score in the 
final play of the day but an accidental step 
into touch meant the final whistle went and 

Rockfield were the winners. 
 Oban Lorne Ladies captain Laura Mac-
Cormick and 1stXV captain Craig Wright 
came along for the trophy and medal pres-
entation at the end of the day.
 The Calcutta Cup was also on show on 
the day which allowed the players to find 
out some history of the trophy and get their 
photo taken with it.
 Overall, it was an enjoyable day for all play-
ers involved.  Many thanks went to all of the 
schools for their support over the season and 
for coming along to the festival.

Tag rugby

Pupils enjoyed themsleves at the tag rugby festival.

Winning teams at the Oban and Lorn primary schools tag rugby festival held at Glencruitten.

DUNCAN Forgrieve leads the 
way in the first round of the Ter-
ry Ng Trophy at Glencruitten 
after the weekend with a score 
of 71-12 = 59. Kenny MacCal-
lum is in second place with 64-4 
= 60. In third place is Malcolm 
Cullen with a score of 72-11 = 
61. The second round of the 
Terry Ng Trophy takes place on 
Saturday and the Rotary Club of 
Oban Am Am is on Sunday.

CATHERWOOD Trophy sec-
ond round played on May 27 – 1 
Les Crossley 84-22=62; 2 Mark 
Henricksen 71-08=63; 3 Keith 
Cameron 86-22=64.

Catherwood Trophy 2018 - 1 
Robert MacLarty 61+67=128 
overall trophy winner; 2 David 
Laurie 61+67=128; 3 Donald 
MacVicar 61+69=130.
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Camanachd Cup takes centre stage
this weekend

Action from the Marine Harvest Premierhship match between Kinlochshiel and Newtonmore which 
the Badenoch side won by the odd goal in three. Photo: Tina Marshall

Oban Camanachd’s Daniel MacCuish gets his block in on Kyles Athletic’s Callum Millar during last 
weekend’s Marine Harvest Premiership match at Moss� eld. Photo: Stephen Lawson

Ninety-� ve-year-old Tommy Wade o�  cially opens the new 
facilities at The Dell before the Premiership game between 

Kingussie and Lochaber. Photo: Neil Pateson

ONLY three points separate 
the top four sides in the Marine 
Harvest Premiership following 
the shinty action on Saturday 
May 26 2018.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Oban Camanachd 1
Kyles Athletic 1
Oban Camanachd and Kyles 
Athletic shared the points in a 
1-1 draw in their noon throw up 
at Mossfield.

Oban Camanachd manager 
Ian Hay was without Willie 
Neilson and Chrissie MacMillan 
but Keith MacMillan was avail-
able again and he started on 
the bench alongside youngster 
Lewis Buchanan.

Kyles Athletic boss James 
Perlich was able to start Andrew 
King, who had sufficiently re-
covered from a shoulder injury. 

The opening goal came from a 
corner on nine minutes. Garry 
Lord’s clearance went to Robbie 
MacLeod, wide on the Kyles 
Athletic left, and his shot took a 
vicious bounce in front of ’keep-
er Cameron Sutherland and 
the ball lifted over the goalie’s 
shoulder and into the net. 

Kyles forced a series of corners 
but they were unable to get 
what would have been a crucial 
second goal. 

The Oban side had to replace 
Matt Rippon on 30 minutes 
after he was hit below the knee 
and Keith MacMillan came on 
in his place. 

Scott MacMillan equalised 
on 60 minutes when he drifted 
the ball goalwards from fully 45 
yards out and the ball took an 
awkward bounce before creep-
ing inside the post. 

Oban Camanachd’s Aiden 
MacIntyre returned to first team 
action on 70 minutes, replacing 
Andrew MacCuish.

The home side went for a 
winner and John Whyte made 
a good stop with his feet from 
Lewis Buchanan.

Oban Camanachd had a pen-
alty claim in at the death when 
Daniel MacVicar went down 
after going in one-on-one with 
’keeper Whyte. The ball was 
cleared for a shy which immedi-
ately preceded the final whistle.

It was a match in which both 
defences were on top with Kyles 
edging the first period and Oban 
Camanachd better after the 
break. 

Oban Camanachd travel to 
play Kinlochshiel in the Tulloch 
Homes Camanachd Cup second 
round this weekend and boss Ian 
Hay could have Malcolm Clark 
and David Lafferty, who was 
excellent against Kyles, amongst 
his absentees. Matt Rippon and 
Lorne Dickie are both working 
in Barra and every effort will be 
made to get them to Kirkton on 

time. Willie Neilson and Chris-
sie MacMillan will both be back. 

With this week’s Scottish tie at 
Glenurquhart on the horizon, 
Kyles will be concerned that 
Grant Irvine had to leave the 
field after suffering a blow to the 
leg whilst Roddy MacDonald 
was forced off with five minutes 
remaining with what appeared 
to be a hamstring problem.

Kinlochshiel 1
Newtonmore 2
Kinlochshiel’s unbeaten 26 
game run ended when they lost 
2-1 to Newtonmore at Kirkton.

Kinlochshiel’s Mark Mac-
Donald returned whilst Fraser 
MacVicar dashed down the road 
from the noon second team 
game in Portree to start on the 
bench. 

Newtonmore travelled without 
influential trio Glen MacKin-
tosh, Norman Campbell and 
Michael Russell. 

There was a minute’s silence 
ahead of throw up to mark the 
passing during the week of 
Newtonmore Chieftain David 
Cheyne. 

Iain Robinson gave Newton-
more a four-minute lead. Fraser 
MacKintosh won the ball from 
a throw up and David MacLean 
sent Iain Robinson racing down 
the right. ’Shiel tried to clear but 
Evan Menzies did well to win 
possession. ’Shiel were unable 
to clear Menzies’ ball from the 
right and Robinson pushed the 
ball over the line from close 
range. 

’More, shooting down the 
slope, went 2-0 ahead on 19 
minutes. Ewen Fraser played in 
a free-hit from the left and Evan 
Menzies allowed the ball to run 
across the face of the goal before 
beating home keeper Scott Ken-
nedy with a low drive which went 
just inside the goalie’s left post.

’Shiel introduced Paul MacRae 
at full centre in a bid to answer 
Newtonmore’s dominance in 
midfield. The switch helped, 
with MacRae playing well, and 
’Shiel pulled a goal back on 37 
minutes. Duncan ‘DA’ MacRae 
prevented ’More from clearing 
a Donald Nixon shy from the 
left and Paul MacRae threaded 
a pass to John MacRae in a 
central position. MacRae took a 
touch before finding the net with 
a firm, low shot.

Newtonmore introduced Ste-
ven MacDonald at half time and 
he played the second half at full 
centre. 

The ’Shiel forwards had plenty 
of possession in the second half 
but they struggled to hit the 
target and the Newtonmore 
defence, expertly marshalled by 
Rory Kennedy, was outstanding 
and they protected keeper Ken-
ny Ross. 

The hosts did have the ball in 
the net in the second period but 
the whistle had already gone for 

an infringement in Kinlochshi-
el’s favour. 

Newtonmore threatened 
on the counter but the home 
defence, with Finlay MacRae to 
the fore, thwarted the threat.

Kinlochshiel stay top of the 
league, ahead of Lovat on goal 
difference whilst third place 
Newtonmore are ahead of Kyles 
Athletic, also on goal difference. 

Skye Camanachd 3
Glenurquhart 2
Skye Camanachd notched their 
first win of the season, beating 
Glenurquhart 3-2 in their 3pm 
throw up at Pairc nan Laoch, 
Portree.

Skye’s Jordan Murchison and 
Stewart Grant both returned 
to the starting line-up but Iain 
Murray and Iain Nicolson joined 
Ally MacDonald on the injury 
list whilst Danny Morrison and 
Gilleasbuig MacDonald were 
unavailable. 

Glen’s Lachie Smith remained 
sidelined whilst the Glen also 
travelled without Andrew Cor-
rigan, John Peteranna, Arran 
MacDonald, Daniel MacKin-
tosh and Finlay Robertson. 

’Keeper Stuart MacKintosh 
was playing with his band at 
a wedding in Lewis so second 
team keeper Tommy Ellis took 
over between the sticks. Lewis 
MacLennan made his first ap-
pearance of the season in attack. 

Glenurquhart created the 
early chances with Skye ’keeper 
Iain MacLeod making a diving 
save to deny James MacPher-
son, using his caman to keep 
out a Michael Fraser snap-shot 
and stretching his right foot to 
keep out a James MacPherson 
shot which was heading for the 
bottom corner of the goal. 

However, Skye took the lead on 
40 minutes when a low Jordan 
Murchison ball down the middle 
was missed by everyone and the 
ball ended up in the net.    

The goal shocked Glenur-
quhart and they fell further 
behind a minute later when a 
Jordan Murchison shot from the 
right went across the ’keeper, 
nestling inside the far post.

Glenurquhart were awarded 
the first of two penalties a min-
ute before the break. Skye’s Ally 
‘Cleodi’ MacLeod, who dropped 
back into defence after Connor 
Gilpin went off injured, went 
into the D to clear a high ball 
from the Glen right.

MacLeod lost the flight of the 
ball in the bright sun and the ball 
hit him on the top of the head. 

Glen claimed for a penalty and 
referee Archie Ritchie pointed 
to the spot. Skye were furious 
and two of their players were 
booked in the aftermath. James 
MacPherson kept his cool to 
send the penalty low into the 
net. 

Skye manager John MacLeod 
refocused his side at the break 
and they scored again just 45 
seconds into the second half. A 
terrific Ruaraidh MacLeod run 
up the right wing set up a chance 
for Jordan Murchison and he 
fired the ball low into the net to 
complete his hat-trick.  

Glen tried to get back into 
the game but the Skye defence, 
with John Gillies outstanding at 
buckshee back and U17 player 
Jamie Gillies giving a great 
account of himself at full back, 
stayed firm.

Glenurquhart were thrown a 
lifeline with six minutes remain-
ing. 

Fraser Heath, who by now 
had been pushed forward from 
defence to attack, cut across 
the Skye D and as he tried to 
shoot goalwards, the goal judge 
signalled a hand ball by a Skye 
defender. Again the decision 
was hotly contested but James 
MacPherson blasted the spot-
hit over Iain MacLeod’s right 
shoulder to make it 3-2.     

Skye managed the closing 

stages well and the win takes 
them to within a point of second 
bottom Glenurquhart with Lo-
chaber two points away from the 
relegation zone. 

Lovat 3 
Caberfeidh 0
Lovat go level on points with 
league leaders Kinlochshiel but 
their 3-0 win over Caberfeidh in 
their 3pm throw up at Balgate 
was much closer than the final 
scoreline suggests. 

Lovat’s Callum Cruden failed 
to recover from a knock picked 
up in the previous week’s 
defeat to Newtonmore so 
Craig Mainland dropped into a 
defensive role with Duncan Da-
vidson starting in midfield. The 
bench was made up of Martin 
Mainland, Chris Johnston and 
Graeme MacMillan.

Caberfeidh’s Liam Symonds 
was free of his one-match 
suspension. However, there 
were a number of absences with 
’keeper Ewen Picher, Martin 
MacDonald, Jack Pilcher and 
Kevin Bartlett all unavailable.

There were starting places 
for Ian MacColl in goal, Scott 
MacPhail and Calum MacK-
innon with Jamie Matheson on 
the bench alongside Graham 
MacGregor and manager Jodi 
Gorski.    

Lovat got off to the perfect 
start, taking the lead after just 
four minutes. Referee John 
Angus Gillies awarded the hosts 
a free-hit on the right, 18 yards 
from goal. The ball was played 
to Greg Matheson on the Lovat 
left and he slipped a good ball 
to Marc MacLachlan who un-
leashed a powerful drive which 
gave Ian MacColl no chance. 

Caberfeidh almost pulled 
level on 10 minutes when Craig 
Morrison peeled away from 
Drew Howie before striking 
a screamer but Lovat goalie 
Stuart MacDonald pulled off 
a great save to keep his side in 
front. 

Caberfeidh full centre Ally 
MacLennan had a commanding 
match in the middle of the park 
and he almost got his name on 
the scoresheet when he drilled 
in a shot which forced another 
outstanding save from Scotland 
’keeper Stuart MacDonald, on 
the ground, and he scrambled 
the ball away to safety. 

Both teams played to their 
strengths and Caberfeidh’s Blair 
Morrison was given a marking 
job on Lovat danger-man Greg 
Matheson whilst, at the other 
end, there was another good 
contest between Craig Mainland 
and Caberfeidh’s Ryan MacKay 

who was deployed as a forward. 
Lovat extended their lead on 

42 minutes when Lewis Tawse 
found Marc MacLachlan free 
on the left and he cut inside, past 
two defenders, before hitting a 
low shot into the keeper’s left 
hand corner of the net. 

The second half turned into 
the Stuart MacDonald show as 
the Lovat custodian continually 
denied Caberfeidh the goal that 
would get them back into the 
game. Cabers threw everything 
at the Lovat goal and a sign of 
what was to come came four 
minutes after the restart when 
MacDonald made a point-blank 
save from a Craig Morrison 
piledriver, turning the ball away 
for a corner. 

Stuart MacDonald made a 
great reflex save on 51 minutes, 
turning a Craig Morrison shot 
which took a bounce off the 
fiery surface, away for the safety 
of a corner. 

Next up, MacDonald some-
how got his club to what looked 
like a goal-bound Ally Ma-
cLennan effort and the ball was 
cleared. 

MacDonald then twice foiled 
Caberfeidh forwards from inside 
the D as the visitor’s onslaught 
continued.

With 73 minutes played, 
Cabers were hit with a suck-
er-punch as Lovat extended 
their lead. A Lovat shy from the 
right fell to Greg Matheson who 
got away from Blair Morrison’s 
clutches and, without taking a 
touch, Matheson, from right of 
centre, bulleted an unstoppable 
shot into the corner of the net to 
make it 3-0.   

The goal knocked the stuffing 
out of Caberfeidh and there were 
few chances during the final 15 

minutes although there was still 
time for Stuart MacDonald to 
save again, this time from Ally 
MacLennan, following a free-hit 
outside the D. 

Both teams produced a display 
of fast flowing shinty and, in 
a game with no bookings, and 
as well as Stuart MacDonald’s 
obvious contribution, there were 
fine performances from Lovat’s 
Drew Howie, who was given a 
hard time from Caberfeidh’s 
Craig Morrison, as well as Lo-
vat’s Lewis Tawse and Cabers’ 
Ally MacLennan in the middle 
of the park. 

Blair Morrison did well against 
Greg Matheson whilst young 
Ben MacDonald caught the 
eye in the Caberfeidh defence 
against the busy Lorne MacKay. 

With the league approaching 
the halfway stage, Lovat have 
shown themselves to be genuine 
title contenders. 

Kingussie 4 
Lochaber 3
Kingussie came from 3-1 down 
to eventually beat Lochaber 4-3 
in their 3pm throw up at The 
Dell.

Ahead of the match, Kingussie 
stalwart Tommy Wade officially 
opened the club’s new £200,000 
facility which includes grand-
stand seating for 100 supporters 
and a hospitality area.

And it started well for the hosts 
when Roddy Young gave them a 
six-minute lead.

Lochaber looked set to spoil 
the celebrations as Finlay 
MacDonald capitalised on a 
defensive error to level on nine 
minutes.  Conor Sweeney put 
the visitors in front a minute last 
and Danny Delaney made it 3-1 
with 20 minutes played. 

With relegation rivals Skye and 
Glenurquhart meeting in Por-
tree, a couple of points would 
have been a welcome addition to 
the Lochaber cause.  

However, Fraser Munro start-
ed the fight-back a couple of 
minutes before when he turned 
home a rebound, after a Roddy 
Young effort had been saved 
by Lochaber keeper Alistair 
MacDonald, to make it 3-2 at 
the break. 

Roddy Young got his second 
on 53 minutes to leave the out-
come in the balance. 

Kingussie suffered a blow 
when full back Robert Mabon 
was forced off injured so James 
Hutchison dropped back into 
defence.

The winning goal came on 73 
minutes. Roddy Young brought 
down a long ball forward from 
midfield. Young drew a defend-
er before finding Ruaridh An-
derson and he found the net to 
the delight of the home support. 

Balliemore Cup –  
quarter � nals
Oban Celtic 1
Fort William 3
Oban Celtic and Fort William 
met for the second successive 
Saturday; this time in a 3pm 
throw up at Mossfield.

Fort William were 3-0 winners 
in the league a week earlier and 
they ran out 3-1 winners in this 
one.

Fort William’s Alexander 
MacMillan was free of suspen-
sion but Oban Celtic’s Craig 
MacMillan was unavailable as 
his yellow card in the Tulloch 
Homes Camanachd Cup tie 
against Strathglass two weeks 
earlier forced a one-match ban.

The first half ended goalless 
but Lewis Clark gave Fort Wil-
liam the lead just three minutes 
into the second half. 

A Ross MacMillan goal drew 
Oban Camanachd level on 56 
minutes. 

However, Victor Smith proved 
to be the match winner with 
goals on 63 and 88 minutes. 

Remarkably, the sides meet 
again, on a third consecutive oc-
casion, this coming Saturday in 
the Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
second round at An Aird.  

Kilmallie 5
Ballachulish 1
Kilmallie recovered from the 
loss of an early goal to defeat 
Ballachulish 5-1 in their 3pm 
throw up at The Canal Parks

Kilmallie had a massive 14-0 
win when the sides met a fort-
night earlier but the scoreline 
was much closer this time. 

Indeed Lorne Brown gave 
Balla’ a nine-minute lead but 
Liam MacDonald levelled with 
20 minutes played. 

Liam MacDonald got his 
second a couple of minutes after 
the restart and Liam Cameron 
made it 3-1 on 50 minutes. 

Daniel Stewart on 65 minutes 
and Craig MacIsaac five min-
utes from time gave Kilmallie 
a 5-1 win and a place in the 
quarter-final draw. 

The sides also contested the 
2018 Iain Aitchison Trophy 
which Kilmallie retained. 
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Results

Fixtures

Saturday May 26 
Liberty British Aluminium 
Balliemore Cup 
second round
Kilmallie 5 v 1 Ballachulish 
Inverness P v P Glasgow MA
Tie to be rescheduled
Oban Celtic 1 v 3 Fort William
Glengarry 1 v 4 Beauly 

Strathdearn Cup fi rst round
Inverness P v P Fort William
Tie to be rescheduled
Kilmallie 0 v 2 Caberfeidh 
Kingussie 4 v 0 Boleskine 
Lochcarron v Lochaber
Lochaber unable to field a 
team, walkover to Lochcarron
Lovat 1 v 5 Newtonmore 
Skye 2 v 0 Kinlochshiel 
Strathspey 4 v 1 Strathglass 

Bullough Cup fi rst round
Aberdour 1 v 4 Scots Caman
Glasgow MA 3 v 1 Inveraray

Marine Harvest Premiership
Kingussie 4 v 3 Lochaber 
Kinlochshiel 1 v 2 Newtonmore
Lovat 3 v 0 Caberfeidh 
Oban Camanachd 1 v 1 Kyles 
Skye 3 v 2 Glenurquhart 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1  
Bute P v P Kilmory
Kilmory unable to field a team 
Col Glen 4 v 2 Lochside Rovers
Kyles Athletic 6 v 0 Taynuilt
 
Marine Harvest
South Division 2  
Glenorchy 3 v 0 Oban Celtic

Thursday May 31
Strathdearn Cup 1st round
Inverness v Fort William

Saturday June 2
Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup 2nd round
Lochaber v Newtonmore   
Archie Ritchie - Noon 
Skye v Lovat
Calum Girvan - Noon 
Bute v Beauly
Robert Baxter 
Inveraray v Kilmallie   
Ross Brown 
Kinlochshiel v Oban Caman
Deek Cameron 
Fort William v Oban Celtic  
Martin MacLean 
Glenurquhart v Kyles Athletic  
John Angus Gillies - 3pm

Liberty British Aluminium 
Balliemore Cup 2nd round 
Inverness v Glasgow Mid Argyll  
Graham Cameron 

Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup 3rd round
Strachur  v Fort William 
Des McNulty 

Strathdearn Cup 1st round
Glenurquhart v Beauly  
John Wood - Noon

Marine Harvest Premiership
Kingussie v Caberfeidh
Lachie Wood

Marine Harvest
North Division One
Newtonmore v Kingussie   
Brian MacKay 
Skye v Aberdeen University  
John MacRitchie - 3pm 

Marine Harvest
South Division One
Kyles Ath v Lochside Rovers  
Graham Fisher 
Tayforth  v Kilmory
at the Meadows, Edinburgh
David Mitchell 

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Inverness v Lewis
Steven MacLachlan - noon 
Beauly v Strathspey   
John Matheson 
Lochaber v Strathglass 
Alex MacVicar 
Lochcarron v Kilmallie   
Scott McNeil

Marine Harvest
South Division Two 
Oban Celtic v Glenorchy  
Ronnie Campbell

All throw-ups 2.30pm unless 
stated.

Oban Celtic’s Neil Carmichael gets the ball under control during last Saturday’s Balliemore Cup tie 
against Fort William. Photo: Stephen Lawson

Kingussie’s James Falconer comes o�  worst in this challenge with Lochaber’s Danny Delaney.
Photo: Neil Paterson

Glengarry 1
Beauly 4
Marine Harvest Premiership 
side Beauly came from a goal 
down to beat Glengarry from 
North Division 1 4-1 at Craigard.

’Garry have been on a run 
of good form this season and 
they started well, with the wind 
advantage, and with Steven 
Cameron prompting proceed-
ings from full centre. 

The home side lost busy 
forward Raymond Robertson 
through injury but they took 
the lead shortly after when Nick 
Dalgety found enough space 
on the left to crash a ball from 
the right across goal, high into 
the net to make it 1-0 with 35 
minutes on the clock. 

Beauly levelled on 52 minutes 
when wing centre Peter Dickson 
pushed forward and his strike 
came off the frame of the goal 
but Sean Stewart was on hand 
to force the rebound home from 
inside the D. 

Beauly went in front for the 
first time on 69 minutes when 
Greg Tillman and Sean Stew-
art combined to set up Jack 
MacDonald to score past an 
unsighted keeper. 

Two late goals put a gloss on 
the win. Substitute Elliot Moir 
made it 3-1 on 80 minutes when 
he finished well following a 
Conor Ross pass.

Elliot Moir turned provider a 
couple of minutes later as he set 
found Conor Ross, who took the 
ball inside the D before tucking 
it home.  

Inverness P
Glasgow Mid Argyll P
The 3pm throw up between 
Inverness and Glasgow Mid 
Argyll has been rescheduled 
for Saturday June 2 2018 as The 
Bught Park was unavailable.

Strathdearn Cup – 
� rst round
Lovat 1
Newtonmore 5
The Newtonmore seconds 
worked hard for their 5-1 win 
over the Lovat seconds in their 
noon throw up at Balgate.

Lovat included first team man-
ager Fraser Gallacher whilst 
Newtonmore’s Ryan Spinks 
served the second game of a 
two-match ban. 

Newtonmore player/manager 
Orsten Gardiner started in at-
tack but quickly switched to full 
back to mark Lovat danger-man 
Raymond Rennie. 

Lovat looked the better side 
during the opening 20 minutes 
with Raymond Rennie, Fraser 
Gallacher and Cameron Mac-
Millan linking up well in attack. 

When  More did threaten, 
Lovat’s Graeme MacMillan was 
very impressive in the buckshee 
back position. 

’More took the lead on 24 min-
utes when Paul MacArthur lost 
his marker and pushed forward 
on the left. When the ball came 
to him, he had time to stop in 
before beating the ’keeper with 
what was a fierce drive from 
distance. 

The visitors doubled their 
lead on 27 minutes when Craig 
MacLeod had all the time in the 
world to score from the edge of 
the D. 

Lovat took the chance to level 
when referee Steven MacLach-
lan awarded them a 31-minute 
penalty following an infringe-
ment as Raymond Rennie raced 
in on goal. Fraser Gallacher 
scored with a rasping spot-hit 
which flew in over the ’keeper’s 
head. 

Despite being behind, Lovat 
probably edged the first half 
but there was no doubt who 
controlled the second period as 
Newtonmore took a grip of the 
tie. 

It took two terrific Ronan 
MacMillan saves on 48 and 50 
minutes – first with his stick 
and then with his leg – to deny 
Calum Stewart. 

Newtonmore restored their 
two-goal cushion on 51 minutes 
when Somhairle Thomson 
ghosted in at the back post to get 
on the end of a free-hit from the 
right to make it 3-1.

Newtonmore went on to push 
home their superiority and 
a powerful Scott Chisholm 
shot was well saved by Ronan 

MacMillan who then kept the 
rebound out with his feet.

’More punished some slack 
Lovat defending to score twice 
more before the end. Craig 
MacLeod got his second from 
close-in on 72 minutes and he 
completed his hat-trick just four 
minutes later with a powerful 
shot from the edge of the D. 
This was Craig MacLeod’s third 
hat-trick in his side’s last four 
matches. 

The contest reached boiling 
point towards the end of the 
match. Paul MacArthur was 
penalised following a late chal-
lenge and subsequent clash with 
Jamie Buchan on 84 minutes. 
The resultant Lovat free-hit was 
played to Graeme MacMillan 
but his shot was saved with his 
hand by ’More keeper Callum 
Grover. 

There were also late bookings 
for Martin Bell for a challenge 
on Scott Chisholm and for Ryan 
Ferguson for dissent.  

Kingussie 4
Boleskine 0
The Kingussie colts beat Bole-
skine 4-0 in their noon throw up 
at The Dell.

Dylan Borthwick put the Kings 
ahead on 32 minutes and Sandy 
Elrick made it 2-0 just 10 min-
utes after the restart. 

Dylan Borthwick got his 
second on the hour mark and 
Russell Menzies made it 4-0 just 
10 minutes from time.  

Skye Camanachd 2
Kinlochshiel 0
The Skye Camanachd seconds 
were 2-0 winners against the 
Kinlochshiel seconds in their 
noon derby at Pairc nan Laoch.

The first half looked like it  
would end scoreless until Skye 
were awarded an injury time 
corner. Stewart Taylor played in 
the corner from the left and the 
ball came to Angie MacDonald 
on the Skye right. MacDonald 
needed no second invitation to 
shoot and the ball took a bounce 
as it beat ’Shiel keeper Graham 
Kennedy at his right post.

Skye’s second goal was the 
highlight of the match. Chris 
Ross surged forward from the 
midfield area and he played a 
one-two before positioning him-
self to blast the ball high into the 
net to make it 2-0.

’Shiel played the final quarter 
of the match a player short after 
three players suffered injuries. 

Ally ‘Spod’ MacLeod had a 
fine game in the Skye defence 
whilst Chris Rose urged the 
team on from the full centre 
position.   

Kilmallie 0
Caberfeidh 2
The Caberfeidh second team 
made it three wins on the 
bounce with a 2-0 victory over 
the Kilmallie second team in 
their noon throw up at a very 
warm Canal Parks.

With their first team short of 
some regulars, Andrew Mac-
Master’s second team squad lost 
several players to their senior 
side.

It was a midfield battle for the 
first quarter of the game with 
neither ’keeper really troubled. 

Gradually, chances were cre-
ated and Stewart Krzyzanowski 
saw a shot saved in what was the 
closest matters came to a first 
half goal. 

Kilmallie made a strong start 
to the second half but the Ca-
berfeidh defence, and stand-in 
keeper DJ Mellis, stayed strong. 

Cabers made the breakthrough 
when Ruairidh MacLeman 
forced home a rebound follow-
ing a good save.

The visitors added a second 
shortly after and it was Ruairidh 
MacLeman again who netted, 
this time from just outside the 
D. 

Caberfeidh have home advan-
tage against Kingussie in the 
last-eight of the competition 
with the sides having previously 
met in the Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup. 

Strathspey Camanachd 4 
Strathglass 1
Strathspey Camanachd re-
corded a solid 4-1 win over the 
Strathglass seconds in their 2pm 
throw up at Grantown Grammar 
School.

Eddie Noble gave Strathglass a 

35-minute lead but Dane Taylor 
restored parity on the stroke of 
half-time. 

Struan Ross put Strathspey 
ahead on 57 minutes and late 
goals from Connor Aubrey on 79 
minutes and Matthew Davis on 
84 minutes earned Strathspey a 
difficult quarter-final tie; away 
to Newtonmore.  

Lochcarron W/O
v Lochaber 
Lochcarron were given a walk 
over when the Lochaber reserves 
were unable to raise a team for 
their tie at Battery Park.

Lochcarron will now have 
home advantage against Skye 
Camanachd in the Strathdearn 
Cup quarter-finals. 

Inverness P 
Fort William P
The Inverness and Fort William 
second teams were to have a 
noon meeting in the Highland 
Capital. However, with The 
Bught Park unavailable, the tie 
has been rescheduled for Thurs-
day May 31 2018.

Bullough Cup – 
� rst round
Glasgow Mid Argyll 3
Inveraray 1
The Glasgow Mid Argyll colts 
came from a goal down to beat 
the Inveraray colts 3-1 in their 
noon throw up at Yoker

David Robertson gave In-
veraray a six-minute lead with 
what was the only goal of the 
first half.

Former Kinlochshiel player 
Ross Fraser levelled on 51 
minutes and the same player 
put GMA into the lead on 62 
minutes. 

Jack Berg made it 3-1 with 12 
minutes remaining and GMA 
will play Lochside Rovers in the 
Bullough Cup quarter-finals. 

Aberdour 1
SCOTS Camanachd 4
SCOTS Camanachd beat the 
Aberdour second team 4-1 at 
Silversands

Chris Bowerman scored for 
the hosts but doubles from Col-
in Irving and Gregor Cameron 
gave the Forces side victory. 

SCOTS Camanachd will now 
host the Kyles Athletic second 
team in the last-eight of the 
competition.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Kyles Athletic 4 
Kilmory 1
The Kyles Athletic second team 

made it six wins out of six when 
they beat Kilmory 4-1 in their 
7pm throw up at Dunoon on 
Wednesday May 26 2018.

Kilmory struck first with Hal 
Jones scoring after just five min-
utes. Kyles had Gordon Whyte 
in their side and he levelled on 
the half-hour mark.

A Luke Thornton strike on 43 
minutes gave Kyles a 2-1 interval 
lead and an own goal on the 
hour gave the Tighnabruaich 
men a cushion.

Jack Whyte made it 4-1 a cou-
ple of minutes from time. 

Col Glen 4
Lochside Rovers 2
Col Glen scored four times in 
the first half to beat Lochside 
Rovers 4-2 at Glendaruel.

Lochside started brightly 
enough and Lennon Campbell 
twice went close during the early 
stages with one effort shaving 
the post and the other going just 
over the bar. 

Col Glen took the lead on 14 
minutes through Tom Irbhinn, 
who also got a second on the 
half-hour mark, beating 15-year-

old Dougie MacDonald in the 
Lochside goal. 

There was a first-half water 
break before Keith Burnett 
pulled a goal back on 32 min-
utes, striking the ball well from 
distance 

Col Glen, who were missing 
Jamie MacVicar, looked the 
hungrier and two quick-fire 
goals from Finan Kennedy on 38 
and 40 minutes gave Lochside a 
mountain to climb in the second 
half. 

Lochside, with player/manager 
Gareth Evans coming on at 
the break, set out to score next 
and Jordan Keir did just that a 
minute into the second half with 
a good finish on the angle.

Lochside forced three good 
saves from the Col Glen ’keeper 
but they were unable to cut the 
deficit and the champions’ best 
hope of success this term now 
looks to be in the cup competi-
tions.

Referee Des McNulty contin-
ued to enhance his reputation 
with another good display. 

The games don’t get any easier 
for Lochside as they travel to 

play the Kyles Athletic second 
team, who top the division 
with a 100 per cent record, this 
Saturday. 

Kyles Athletic 6
Taynuilt 0
The Kyles Athletic seconds 
made it two wins in four days 
when they overcame Taynuilt 
6-0 at The Dunoon Stadium.

Jack Whyte scored his third 
goal of the week on 16 minutes 
which gave Kyles a 1-0 interval 
lead.

The goal glut came during the 
last half hour of the match.

Brandon Wilson made it 2-0 
on 61 minutes and Matthew 
MacColl added a third with 15 
minutes remaining. 

Luke Thornton made it 4-0 
on 81 minutes whilst Brandon 
Wilson went on to complete his 
hat-trick with goals on 85 and 89 
minutes.  

Kyles have now opened up a 
four-point lead at the top of the 
table. 

Bute P 
Kilmory P
Kilmory were unable to raise 
a team for their match against 
Bute at The Meadows.

Kilmory have been deducted 
two points and the match will be 
rescheduled for a later date. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Glenorchy 3
Oban Celtic 0
Third placed Glenorchy scored 
three times in the second half 
to beat the Oban Celtic second 
team 3-0 at Mart Park

Conor Sartain struck twice 
on 57 and 61 minutes to give 
Glenorchy control. 

Charlie Campbell-Roberts 
rounded off the 3-0 win just four  
minutes from time. 

WCA round up
Skye Camanachd Ladies, 
playing their game in hand, go 
top of Marine Harvest National 
Division 1 following the shinty 
action on Sunday May 27.

Marine Harvest 
National Division 1
Aberdour 0
Skye Camanachd 5
An understrength Skye side had 
to battle all the way to maintain 
their 100 per cent record, beat-
ing Aberdour 5-0 in their 1pm 
throw up at Silversands. 

Caitlin MacLean scored four 
times and Ilana Paterson got the 
other. The win takes champions 
Skye to the top of the table.  
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday May 31 2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 00.39 1.0 06.25 3.7 13.00 1.0  18.48 3.9
Fri 01.16 1.1 07.00 3.6 13.35 1.1  19.23 3.8
Sat 01.53 1.3 07.35 3.5 14.12 1.3  19.59 3.7
Sun 02.32 1.4 08.11 3.4 14.50 1.4  20.38 3.5
Mon 03.14 1.6 08.48 3.2 15.30 1.6  21.19 3.3
Tues 04.01 1.8 09.30 3.0 16.14 1.7  22.08 3.2
Wed 04.56 1.9 10.23 2.9 17.07 1.8  23.10 3.1            
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

7
21

20

Thursday Cloudy
 Light winds from the north north east
 Temperatures 22°C to 14ºC
Friday Cloudy
 Light winds from the south, south east
 Temperatures 21°C to 13ºC

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Breezy from the west
 Temperatures 20°C to 13ºC

Motherwell Thistle    2
Oban Saints     2 
SAFL Premier Division

Second half fi ght-back sees Saints 
share the points at Motherwell

Football

Scottish Amateur FL 
results and � xtures

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division – Motherwell 
Thistle 2, Oban Saints 2; 
Premier Division Two – Loch-
gilphead  Red Star v Easthall 
Star, unfulfilled;  Tarbert v 
Duntocher, unfulfilled.
 Saturday’s fixture: Premier 
Division - Oban Saints v East 
Kilbride Rolls Royce. 

Saints’ youth teams’ 
results and � xtures
Youth football
LAST weekend’s results: 
Under 13s 5 v Dumbarton 
Riverside 1. Scoring for Saints 
were Kyle Cooper (4) and 
Ruairidh Buchanan. This win 
means Oban Saints under 13s 
are DFDL league champions - 
well done boys.
 Broomhill 0, Under 15s 3. On 
target for Saints were Szymon 
Chmielecki, Murray MacKay 
and James Beaton. The under 
15s are now in a play-off against 
Summerston BC to see who 
wins the league title.
 League Cup final - Under 
17s 9, Dunoon 0. Scoring 
for Saints were Oran Bryce, 
Sol Smith, Rory Dowd, Joe 
Harper, Scott Mossman, Keir 
MacLean (2), Nathan Allan 
and Cameron Kerr.  Another 
successful season for the under 
17s winning the league and cup 
double.
 This weekend’s fixtures - 
League Cup final - Under 13s v 
Summerston.

Craig MacEwan heads home Willie Gemmell’s corner to bring Saints back into the game. Match report and photos: Derek Black

Motherwell goalkeeper Paul Aiton makes a good catch under pressure from Paul Carmichael.

Team captains Donald Campbell and Gary Nicholson with referee 
John McQuilter at the coin toss.

Saints goalkeeper Thomas McCulloch saves from Nick Aitchison.

OBAN Saints recovered from 
a two-goal deficit to secure a 
share of the points in their final 
away fixture of the season at 
Ravenscraig Regional Sports 
Facility last Saturday.
 A dismal first half performance 
from the D & K Lafferty-spon-
sored outfit left them trailing 
Motherwell Thistle by two 
goals at the interval, however, 
a much-improved second half 
showing saw them draw level 
and almost snatch victory in the 
dying seconds.

Manager Alex Craik named his 
30th different starting line-up of 
the season and is now just two 
fixtures away from completing 
an entire season without naming 
the same starting 11 twice. 

Thomas McCulloch returned 
in goal for the unavailable 
Graham Douglas behind a back 
four of Steven MacLeod, Willie 
Gemmell, Dene Cassells and 
Scott Maitland. Matthew Kelly, 
Kerr Newbigging and Keith 
Millar made up the midfield 
while captain Donald Campbell 
spearheaded the attack flanked 
by Paul Carmichael and Craig 
MacEwan. Keeping the Gaffer 
company on the bench were 
James Ford and Ruaridh Horne.

Saints fell behind after just 
five minutes when a misplaced 
pass, one of many throughout 
an error-strewn first half, was 
pounced upon in the centre 

circle by Paul Woodlock. The 
Thistle midfielder threaded an 
excellent pass through to David 
Forrester who lifted a delightful 
finish into the roof of the net 
beyond the despairing dive of 
Thomas McCulloch.

Saints responded two minutes 
later with their first attempt on 
goal which Kerr Newbigging 
sliced wide of target from 22 
yards.

Kerr Newbigging and Thistle 
striker Antony Mitchell found 
their way into Referee McQuilt-
er’s notebook after a spot of 
needless pushing and shoving in 
front of the Saints technical area 
in the 20th minute.

The home side doubled their 
advantage in the 23rd minute 
from a Paul Wodlock high ball 
up to David Forrester. Dene 
Cassells beat Forrester to the 
header but only succeeded 
in helping the ball onto Nick 
Aitchison. The Thistle man’s 
shot from the edge of the box 
was stopped by a strong left 
hand from Thomas McCulloch, 
however, lady luck deserted 
the big Saints ’keeper when the 
ball fell perfectly into the path 
of Forrester who slotted home 
from eight yards.

Kerr Newbigging had a chance 
to bring Saints back into the 
game in the 31st minute. Donald 
Campbell got away from Paul 
Swinfen on the Saints left and 
lifted the ball towards the far 
post. Newbigging made a good 
run from deep but couldn’t get 
the bouncing ball fully under 

control and sent his half-hit 
effort into the grateful arms of 
Paul Aiton in the Thistle goal.

Keith Millar’s tightening 
hamstring forced him off after 
34 minutes with James Ford 
coming on as his replacement. 

Paul Carmichael, who earlier 
found his way into the referee’s 
notebook for a spot of dissent, 
made a strong challenge on the 
edge of the Thistle box which set 
up Donald Campbell for a strike 
on goal. The Saints skipper’s 
41st first minute shot across Paul 
Aiton beat the Thistle ’keeper’s 
right hand but, unfortunately, 
flew wide of the far post.

The home side repaid the 
compliment on the stroke of 

hat-trick goal.
Now beginning to look the 

stronger of the two teams Saints 
forced their way back into con-
tention in the 55th minute. Craig 
MacEwan climbed above Scott 
Watson and Nick Aitchison and 
headed a Willie Gemmell corner 
kick from the right beyond Paul 
Aiton to half the deficit.

Two minutes later the Thistle 
’keeper narrowed the angle well 
to deny Scott Maitland after a 
good move on the Saints left 
involving Donald Campbell and 
Craig MacEwan.

Aiton’s quick thinking foiled 
James Ford in the 63rd minute, 
racing out to the edge of his box 
to thump clear a Donald Camp-
bell through-ball inches ahead 
of the Saints striker.

The home side, containing just 
four survivors of the reverse 
fixture in Oban last August, 
were sitting deeper as Saints 
pressed for an equaliser but 
still remained a threat on the 
counter-attack.

A 65th-minute Saints attack 
broke down on the edge of the 
Thistle box from where Paul 
Woodlock sent Philip McAuley 
spinning in behind a square 
looking Saints defence which 
had pushed right up to the half-
way line. With Dene Cassells 
hot on his heels McAuley got 
his shot away from 15 yards but 
Thomas McCulloch’s angles 
were spot on to deny the Thistle 
substitute.

Willie Gemmell failed to 
trouble the keeper from a good 
shooting opportunity on the 
edge of the Thistle box in the 
67th minute. Scott Maitland 
and Donald Campbell linked up 
well to send Craig MacEwan in 
behind the Thistle defence on 
the Saints left. MacEwan got to 
the bye-line and sent a cut-back 
to Donald Campbell who teed 
up Gemmell for a shot from 20 
yards which sailed high over the 
Thistle crossbar.

Saints made their final change 
giving Ruaridh Horne a 20-min-
ute run out at the expense of 
Kerr Newbigging.

Donald Campbell will feel he 
should have done better with 
a 71st-minute chance when he 
anticipated a Craig MacEwan 
flick-on and raced away from 
covering defender Mark Begg.

Campbell failed to make 
the solid connection he would 

have liked with his finish from 
14 yards giving Paul Aiton a 
comfortable save low down to 
his left.

The hosts came close again 
with 15 minutes remaining when 
Chris McEwan made a surging 
run on the right to get on the end 
of a David Forrester cross from 
the left wing. Despite making 
good ground to reach Forrester’s 
cross McEwan was unable to hit 
the target and his exertions saw 
him limp off with a thigh strain.

Having already used their only 
substitute, Thistle were forced 
to play out the remainder of the 
match with 10 men and Saints 
were quick to exploit their nu-
merical advantage.

Willie Gemmell dinked a 
delightful ball into the Thistle 
box where Craig MacEwan had 
peeled off his marker to loop 
a header over Paul Aiton and 
bring the Saints level.

Moments after the restart 
the woodwork denied Donald 
Campbell his 20th goal of the 
season when he beat Mark Begg 
to a Scott Maitland through ball 
and smacked a shot from a tight 
angle of Paul Aiton’s left hand 
upright.

The Thistle goal continued to 
lead a charmed life with goal-
keeper Aiton making an excel-
lent save with his outstretched 
right foot to turn a Craig MacE-
wan shot over the crossbar in the 
eighty fourth minute.

Paul Carmichael had the ball 
in the net three minutes later 
after a surging run from James 
Ford, however, referee McQuilt-
er correctly ruled Carmichael to 
be offside.

The 10 men of Motherwell 
Thistle were now really toiling 
in the heat but try as they might 

Saints couldn’t force the winner.
A 90th minute Willie Gemmell 

effort was turned round the post 
at full stretch by Paul Aiton who, 
as always, looked accomplished 
in the Thistle goal.

From the resulting corner 
kick on the Saints right, Craig 
MacEwan’s near post run was 
inches away from connecting 
for a third time with a Willie 
Gemmell delivery with the ball 
flashing across the six-yard box 
and out of harm’s way.

Mr Quilter’s full-time whistle 
brought to an end a proverbial 
game of two halves which both 
sides will feel they should have 
won.

Saints have two home fixtures 
left to complete before the 
end of the season starting next 
Saturday with the visit of East 
Kilbride Rolls Royce. 

The game will take place at 
Glen 2 with a 1pm kick-off

Scott Maitland.

half-time after another wayward 
pass left the Saints rearguard 
hopelessly exposed. Antony 
Mitchell raced in behind Dene 
Cassells and Steven MacLeod 
but sent a crisply struck shot 
wide of Thomas McCulloch’s 
right hand post.

The half-time interval saw 
another enforced change for 
Saints when Steven MacLeod 
was unable to continue due to 
a heel injury with Alex Craik 
becoming the third central de-
fensive partner of the afternoon 
for Dene Cassells.

Saints made an encouraging 
start to the second half which 
saw Paul Aiton make good saves 
from Kerr Newbigging and 
Craig MacEwan inside the first 
two minutes.

At the other end Thomas Mc-
Culloch was also in action saving 
from Paul Woodlock before 
denying David Forrester what 
surely would have been a killer 

Steven MacLeod
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POLICE Scotland has 
confirmed that a man will 
be reported in connection 
with a wildfire on Skye on 
Sunday.

Officers worked with 
partners in the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service to 
tackle multiple fires in the 
Skye, Lochalsh and Wester 
Ross areas at the weekend.

The 49-year-old man 
will be reported to the 
procurator fiscal in relation 
to the fire near Sligachan on 
Skye, which was called in to 
emergency services shortly 
after 10am and was finally 
brought under control 
around 12 hours later.

Police inquiries are 
ongoing to establish the 
cause of all of the fires 
and Inspector Lynda 
Allan said it was thanks to 
the tireless work of retained 
and full-time firefighters 
that the fires had been 
brought under control with 
no injuries or significant 
damage to property.

‘I would urge people to 
enjoy the fine weather we’ve 
been experiencing responsi-
bly,’ she added.

‘Conditions are extremely 
dry in the Highlands so 
please be very careful if 
discarding cigarettes or 
using naked flames.

‘Police Scotland will 
continue to thoroughly 
investigate the cause of 
wildfires and report anyone 
found to be responsible to 
the procurator fiscal.’

Man 
reported 
over Skye 
wildfi re 

Three pupils from Inverlochy Primary School provide some welcome shelter from this week’s scorching temperatures for a 
four-legged friend during the annual inter-schools sports day at Claggan Park on Tuesday. Earlier in the day there was a swimming 
gala and prize-giving at the leisure centre, as well as a prize-giving after the sports. We will have a special picture spread from the 

event in next week’s issue. Photograph: ABrightside Photography

It’s the dog days of summer across Lochaber!

GFG’s French deal secures 
Fort wheels plant expertise
STEEL tycoon Sanjeev Gupta’s 
GFG Alliance has succeeded in 
its bid to acquire French alloy 
wheels business AR Industries, 
in a deal that secures the techni-
cal expertise needed to support 
GFG’s plans for its 425-job alloy 
wheels plant at Fort William.

Announcing the successful 
acquisition this week, the com-
pany said it was a key part of the 
British-owned group’s expansion 
into France, which also includes 
its acquisition of the Rio Tinto 
smelter at Dunkirk.

Tuesday’s ruling by the court of 
administration in Orleans, in the 
French region of Centre-Val de 
Loire, means that  Liberty – part 
of the GFG Alliance – can now 
put in place a comprehensive 
three-year recovery plan for the 
ARI site at Châteauroux, in-
cluding investments in advanced 
manufacturing equipment, 
improvements in safety and 
quality standards and growing its 
customer base.

The acquisition of ARI, which 
produces wheels for Renault/
Nissan and PSA, would both 
mirror and work in parallel with 
Liberty’s planned wheels facto-
ry next to its aluminium smelter 
in Fort William.

Liberty aims to supply UK vehi-
cle makers with up to 25 per cent 
of total domestic demand from 
the Lochaber plant.

The latest French acquisition 
marks a further expansion of 
GFG’s presence in the global 
automotive sector and is the 
latest step in the group’s strategy 
to establish a major industrial 
presence in France.

It follows the recent announce-
ment that the UK group is also 
buying  Aluminium Dunkerque, 
Europe’s largest aluminium 
smelter, from Rio Tinto.

Speaking to the Lochaber Times 
yesterday (Wednesday), Eoghan 
Mortell, a spokesman for Liberty, 
said the ARI deal will almost 
certainly see French personnel 
making regular visits to Lochaber.

‘Their specialist expertise will 
be invaluable in helping the Loch-
aber alloy wheels plant get off to a 
flying start and I’d think it highly 
likely staff from the French alloy 
wheels plant will make regular 
visits to Fort William as our plant 
there progresses,’ he said.

‘The Lochaber plant has plan-
ning permission and what we are 
doing now is working through the 
various conditions attached to 
that. 

‘The French experts coming in 
will then help us get the plant off 
the ground.’

The plan for the ARI plant, 
which has capacity to make two 
million alloy wheels a year, will 
save around 350 jobs and hun-
dreds more in the supply chain 
and regional economy, and has 
been made possible by commit-
ments, secured by GFG, from 
major French car manufacturers.

Speaking about the court rul-
ing, GFG executive chairman Mr 
Gupta said it was a very positive 
result, not just for the business 
but first and foremost for the 
workforce at ARI.

‘We’ve been very clear that 
France is one of the world’s great 
industrial economies and a key 
market for us. ARI is a perfect fit 
for our business and our invest-
ment strategy for France.

‘We want to create the kind of 

£182,000 for new Mallaig ice plant
A GRANT of more than 
£182,000 has been announced 
for the purchase and installation 
of a new ice plant at Mallaig Har-
bour as part of a government aid 
package to help support coastal 
communities.

More than £6.9 million in total 
– from the sixth round of Eu-
ropean and Maritime Fisheries 
Fund (EMFF) grants – will be 
invested in 107 projects across 
Scotland to also help fishing 
fleets land and sell their catch.

The £182,587 for the new 
ice plant at Mallaig Harbour, 
which has a total project cost of 
£365,175, will create a facility 
to protect the quality of catch 
landing in the west coast.

Robert Macmillan, chief 
executive of Mallaig Harbour 
Authority, said the provision of 
ice was a key component to al-
low the Mallaig fleet to operate, 
by ensuring that the quality of 
catches was maintained.

‘Assistance through the 
EMFF is crucial in supporting 
the costs for key harbour infra-
structure and we are grateful 
for the £182,587 award,’ said 
Mr Macmillan. ‘Without this 
funding, the provision of this 
key component in the supply 
chain would be in doubt.’

Around 83 individual vessels 
will also receive funding to 
upgrade their monitoring 
or storage systems, or to put 

towards new fishing gear, while 
Seafood Scotland will be award-
ed £526,602 to help the sector 
break into new export markets.

Announcing the grants at the 
annual Skippers Expo in Aber-
deen last week, Fisheries Sec-
retary Fergus Ewing said: ‘The 
range of projects this investment 
is benefiting shows exactly how 
reliant our coastal communities 
are on this European funding 
stream.

‘Where the UK Government 
has provided options, these 
are light on detail and full of 
potential pitfalls. They must 
quickly clarify these options and 
guarantee fishing communities 
will not lose out on the oppor-

tunities, which a clear funding 
decision offers them.  Planning 
for the future must start now 
with the Scottish Government 
fully involved.’

And Patrick Hughes, chief ex-
ecutive Seafood Scotland, add-
ed: ‘Securing EMFF funding 
is vitally important to showcase 
Scotland’s acclaimed seafood 
products and our ambitious ex-
porters. This funding will enable 
Seafood Scotland to support our 
seafood companies from across 
the seafood supply chain. This 
EU funding and ultimately the 
support it provides can make 
a real difference to companies 
looking to make important 
connections with global buyers.’

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

sustainable, vertically-integrated 
structure in France that we’ve 
successfully established in other 
markets – a structure based on 

adding value and safeguarding 
skilled jobs.’

Chief executive of Liberty In-
dustries Group Douglas Dawson 

added: ‘This is a great outcome 
and a very important acquisition 
for Liberty. It represents a key step 
in our growing and continuing 

plans to be a vertically-integrated 
global, relevant and strategic tier 
one supplier to the engineering 
and auto sectors.’

23rd & 24th June 2018

A brand NEW music festival in Arisaig 

specialising in Old Time, Bluegrass, 

Newgrass and Alternative Country! 

Featuring

THE JELLYMAN’S DAUGHTER 
CROW COUNTY PICKERS 

THE WYNNTOWN MARSHALS 
THE DADDY NAGGINS

Free workshops
Festival Concert (23rd)

Big Bluegrass Jam (24th)

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW!
For full information visit 

www.arisaigamericana.com

THE IDEAL GIFT...
Scottish Calendars 2019

ORDER ONLINE AT 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, 
FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, 
Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

Enjoy Scotland at its 
best all year round 

with our selection of 
stunning calendars. 

To see all the 
images from our 
2019 range visit: 

www.
scottishcalendars.

co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT 

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

Thursday 31 May, 2018 www.lochabertimes.co.uk

ALSO WIN
A pair of tickets 
to the 178th Royal 
Highland Show
 FULL DETAILS INSIDE 

WIN A PRICELESS ARGYLL EXPERIENCE 
with #myargyll

A once-in-a-lifetime autumn break for two people 
on the Isle of Islay is up for grabs in our exciting new competition
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View from the Chamber
AT LOCHABER Chamber 
of Commerce, our focus is al-
ways on helping our members 
to achieve their business goals.

Part of that is making sure 
we offer help in navigating 
changes to the business land-
scape. Last week saw the intro-
duction of a big change – the 
much-discussed, Europe-wide 
new general data protection 
regulations (GDPR).

To help our members under-
stand the new rules, we held a 
special GDPR for marketing 
seminar last week. We were 
delighted that Kirk Tudhope 
LLP, of solicitors Ledingham 
Chalmers, was able to present 
this for us.

The audience was made up 
of chamber members from 
a wide variety of businesses 
– from large firms to sole 
traders, across a wide range of 
industries, from construction 
and manufacturing to accom-
modation providers.

All of those who attended 

found the seminar useful and 
were reassured about what 
steps were needed to make 
their businesses GDPR-com-
pliant.

Earlier in the day, Kirk also 
led his regular employment 
law update, which gives our 
members an overview of 
current and new legislation 
that affects employers and 
workers. These seminars are 
always useful and much appre-
ciated by chamber members.

Lochaber Chamber of Com-
merce offers ongoing business 
support through regular 
seminars and from our new 
ChamberHR, ChamberTax 
and ChamberLegal member 

benefits, provided through 
the British Chambers of Com-
merce.

This new service gives 
unlimited free access to an 
expert advice line and a vast 
online library of practical 
business documents that can 
be downloaded and used by 
members.

If you’re not already a mem-
ber, have a look at our website 
at www.lochaberchamber.
co.uk to find out about how 
your business could benefit 
from being a part of the cham-
ber. Or call us on 01397 715 
765. We are a small, friendly 
team and we’d be delighted to 
hear from you.

Chamber members at the GDPR seminar.

� West Highland Museum 
in Cameron Square, Fort 
William, is holding its AGM 
tonight (Thursday May 31) at 
5pm. Please contact museum 
manager Colleen Barker at 
colleen@westhighlandmuseum.
org.uk if you would like a copy 
of the agenda.
� To mark this year’s Dementia 
Awareness Week Scotland, 
which runs from June 4-10, 
Ballachulish and surrounding 
communities at Kinlochleven, 
Glencoe, Onich and Duror 
will be holding a ‘Cuppa 
& Cupcake’ fundraiser to 
coincide with the event on June 
8 in Ballachulish Hall, from 
12-4.30pm. 

There will be a raffle, 
tombola, musical entertainment 
and a competition to judge the 
best artistic cupcake from all 
the surrounding schools and 
nurseries, which will be judged 
by the Highland Cupcake 
Company. 

The event is being held in 
conjunction with Ballachulish 
Medical Centre’s Patient Partic-
ipation Group and Abbeyfield, 
which also participated last 
year and will be hosting its own 
‘Cuppa and Cupcake’ morning 
with all money raised being 
added to the sum raised at the 
event in the hall and donated to 
Alzheimer Research Scotland. 

Team ‘Cupcake’ would be 
grateful for any donations for 
its tombola and raffle, and 
cupcakes or any other baking 
would be much appreciated.
� Staff and volunteers from 
Lochaber Sensory Care (LSC) 
for sight and hearing support 
will visit Mallaig Medical 
Centre between 1.30-3pm, on 
Tuesday, June 5. LSC repre-
sentatives will offer support 
and advice to those with a sight 
or hearing loss and will also 
retube and maintain hearing 
aids, including supplying 
NHS batteries if needed. No 
appointment necessary.
� Glenfinnan Community 
Council will hold its annual 
general meeting on Sunday 
June 10, at 3pm, in Glenfinnan 
House Hotel.

WHAT’S ON 
in Lochaber

like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

THIRTY people gathered at 
Caol Youth Centre last Tuesday 
to take part in thought-pro-
voking discussions about how 
best to interact with people in 
relation to their mental health 
and wellbeing.

The event, organised by Chris 
Evans, volunteer for HUG (Ac-
tion for Mental Health), sought 
to discuss and explore ways in 
which society can approach the 
subject of mental wellbeing, 
with a series of presentations 
and workshops taking place 
throughout the day. 

The aim was to create an open 
‘market place’ of ideas and 
opinions on how to broach what 
can be a very sensitive issue.

With this being the Year of 
Young People, guidance staff 
from Lochaber High School 
were there to present their 
experiences and ideas on the 
issues, as well as youth workers 
and the young people’s worker 
from HUG (SPEAK project).

Graham Morgan MBE from 
the Mental Welfare Com-
mission opened the day with 
a personal account of how 
he communicates both with 
friends and family but also 
health staff when he has been 
very unwell.

Holly Hendry offered insights 
on the Scottish Recovery Net-

work and explained how the or-
ganisation works, in particular 
engaging with communities.

Discussion groups talked 
animatedly with help from 
Cothrom Lochaber (previously 
known as the Glengarry Cen-
tre), Highland Senior Citizens 
Network, with Holly and Gra-
ham as facilitators.

Others present were rep-
resentatives from Advocacy 
Highland, In Care Survivors, 
Headway, Lochaber Hope, Cre-
ativity in Care, Ewen’s Room, 
Lochaber Community Health 
Team, West Highland College 
and the Scottish Health Coun-
cil, together with those who 
use services. Conversations 
continued over lunch.

Common themes emerged 
from the afternoon feedback, 
including use of language, 
empathy and body language 
and there was some discussion 
around what support and ser-
vices are available in Lochaber, 
together with how to publicise 
them and keep them updated.

Speaking about the event, 
Chris Evans said: ‘Evaluation 
was very positive, with some 
useful constructive comments. 
People found the day enjoyable 
and the venue excellent, with 
Highlife Highland staff very 
helpful.

Participants fully engaged in one of the discussion groups on the day. 
 JP F22 Market Place 02. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Caol hosts mental health and wellbeing event

The event created an open forum for discussion on mental health 
and wellbeing. JP F22 Market Place 01. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

STUDENTS from across a 
variety of disciplines in Fort 
William came together last 
Thursday for a celebration of all 
things creative.

Students from fashion, tex-
tiles, music, art, photography, 
media and cookery courses all 
put their skills to good use at 
the end-of-year showcase  at 
West Highland College UHI in 
Fort William.

Guests were welcomed with 
canapes prepared by profes-
sional cookery students before 
taking a wander around the 
‘Alternative Processes’ exhibi-
tion showcasing creative work 
by students from the one-day-
a-week NPA Art and Design 
Skills course.

Ali Berardelli, course lectur-

er, explained: ‘The students 
have experimented with 
printmaking, mixed media 
and illustration in response to 
a brief based on Movement in 
Landscape. This display shows 
a variety of development work 
along with finished pieces.

‘The first year of art and 
design skills at West Highland 
College UHI, Fort William 
has been really successful with 
all students producing high 
quality, interesting art work. 
Over a short space of time each 
student has developed their own 
methods of working and have 
created a diverse display which 
has had superb feedback from 
visitors. It has been an enjoyable 
creative journey over the past 
16 weeks of teaching and I am 
looking forward to the start of 
the new course in September.’

Alongside this, part-time 

textiles students exhibited a 
collection of designs inspired 
by a variety of textile trends, 
including moody mermaid, 
forces of nature and indulgent 
darkness. The samples have 
been developed for use in the 
design and production of a final 
garment for exhibition in the 
end-of-year fashion show.

Later in the evening, music 
students took to the stage and 
entertained a large audience 
with a lively performance with a 
mix of covers, original composi-
tions and Gaelic song combined 
with rock music.

The college recently intro-
duced Rock Schools – after 
school music clubs – in Fort Wil-
liam, Mallaig and Ardnamur-
chan which were led by Mark 
Lawrie, a previous graduate of 
the college.  Mark supported 
pupils from Kinlochleven, 

Lochaber and Mallaig High 
Schools to give impressive 
performances.  In particular, 
Georgia Dennis from Mallaig 
High School, who won the U18s 
section of the college’s compo-
sition competition,  performed 
her composition, Rewind.

Rachel Walker, HNC and NC 
music course leader, said: ‘It’s 
always special to see the music 
students perform and hear how 
much they have improved, both 
in skill and in confidence over 
the course of the year.

‘Many of them will be con-
tinuing to study music at West 
Highland College UHI in the 
coming year, enabling them to 
be supported while developing 
their own musical careers. We 
wish them all the very best of 
luck for the future and look 
forward to hearing more of 
their music.’

The fashion show gave high 
school students from Skills 
for Work courses and college 
students an opportunity to show 
off their collections of skirts, 
dresses and jackets which they 
had created throughout the year 
to an appreciative crowd.  

Students were joined by some 
friends to model the clothes, 
and a hair and beauty team 
who had travelled from Skye 
to support the show also did an 
amazing job.

Laila Sutherland, fashion 
and design course leader, said: 
‘We have had a really talented 
group of students this year, 
many of whom are going on to 
study HNC Textiles at the West 
Highland College, which will be 
running for the first time next 
year. 

‘It’s exciting for us to be able to 
provide a great stepping stone 

into the world of design and we 
wish all of our students every 
success in the future.’

As a backdrop to the show, 
Shannon Feggans – an NC 
creative and digital media 
student – compiled a stunning 
show reel of images on the 
theme of the four elements of 
fire, water, earth and wind to 
complement the work of the 
fashion students.  Shannon also 
selected background music and 
created a looping showcase of 
student work which was shown 
on extra screens. Videography 
of the event was also captured 
for future use on the college’s 
website and for other events.

And throughout the event, 
Higher photography students 
were to be seen capturing 
images for use in the college’s 
marketing department in the 
future.

Above: Marion Furlow (foreground) leads the line in-up of models who took part in the fashion show. Photographs: Iain Ferguson, Alba.photos.

Celebration of creative arts at 
West Highland College UHI
NEILL BO FINLAYSON
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

8 www.highland.gov.uk/gardenwaste  * recycle@highland.gov.uk  ( 01349 886603

WAYS TO PAY! 
• www.highland.gov.uk/gardenwaste
• Call 01349 886603
• Visit your local Service Point

Garden Waste Collection Service
ath-chuairtich airson na Gàidhealtachd

for Highland

This brown bin is subscribed to the Garden Waste Collection Service for the below year subject to our terms and conditions

Do you currently receive a garden waste collection?

2017/18 permits expire on 30th June 2018. 

To receive your new permit in time for the first 2018/19 
collections order by 3rd of June 2018.  
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A SHERIFF admonished a Kin-
lochleven woman after she was 
of good behaviour for six months.

Caron Green, of Appin Road, 
Kinlochleven, had appeared 
at Fort William Sheri�  Court in 
November.

The Crown had accepted   the 
54-year-old’s plea of not guilty 
to a charge of behaving in a 
threatening or abusive manner 
by shouting and swearing at her 
partner, threatening to kill him 
and brandishing a knife at him in 
August 2017. 

However, she admitted a 
separate charge of behaving in 
a threatening or abusive manner 
on the way to Fort William Police 
Station later that same day by 
shouting and swearing.

Sheri�  Eilidh MacDonald had 
deferred sentence for six months 
for Green to be of good behav-
iour.

Hearing that she had kept out 
of trouble, Sheri�  MacDonald or-
dered that Green be admonished 
and dismissed.

A ROY BRIDGE man was � ned 
£600 and banned from the roads 
for � ve months after admitting 
driving at 111mph on the A830 at 
Fort William on June 10, 2017.

Alexander Campbell, of Kep-
poch Terrace, pleaded guilty to a 
charge of careless driving when 
he appeared last week at Fort 
William Sheri�  Court.

The court heard that Campbell, 
41, who works in the building 
trade on Skye, could lose his job 
if he lost his licence.

His defence agent urged Sheri�  
Eilidh MacDonald to deal with 
the matter by way of a high mon-
etary penalty and penalty points 
rather than a  disquali� cation.

However, Sheri�  MacDonald 
banned Campbell for � ve 
months, as well as handing down 
a � ne, telling him: ‘This was a hor-
ri� cally high speed. You can’t buy 
your way out of making a choice 
of poor driving and the only way 
to deal with this is a period of 
disquali� cation.’

Kinlochleven 
woman 
admonished

Fort welcomes cruise liner 
with smiles and sunshine

MSP praises sacrifi ce of 
retained fi refi ghters

Roy Bridge man 
banned for driving 
at 111MPH

PASSENGERS and crew from 
the Seaborn Quest were treated 
to glorious sunshine when the 
liner dropped anchor off Fort 
William in Loch Linnhe on 
Friday. The vessel has room 
for 450 passengers, with a crew 

of 350. Built at the T. Mariotti 
shipyard in Genoa and named 
in 2011, the 32,000-ton ship 
is registered in the Bahamas. 
After Fort William, she sailed 
for Skye and then on to Iceland, 
Norway and Denmark.

THE ‘SACRIFICE’ of retained 
firefighters serving in rural 
areas has been praised by Loch-
aber MSP Kate Forbes after she 
tabled a motion in the Scottish 
Parliament recognising their 
devotion to duty.

Inverness has the Highlands’ 
only full-time fire station, 
meaning that stations such 
as Fort William, Dingwall, 
Drumnadrochit, Dunvegan and 
Kingussie all rely on retained 
firefighters.

The MSP for Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch said that many 
in the general public did not 
realise that firefighters were 
holding down other jobs while 
also responding to emergencies 
at all hours.

And Ms Forbes said: ‘I recent-
ly met and spoke to retained 
firefighters and was amazed at 
their level of commitment and 
sacrifice.

‘To my shame, I had not fully 
appreciated how much time and 
effort retained firefighters de-
vote to training and responding 
to emergencies.

‘I don’t think most people re-
alise that these firefighters are 
true professionals, and yet have 
full-time jobs at the same time.

‘Their employers and families 
enable them to drop everything 
and respond to emergen-
cies. The pager can go at any 
time of the day or night.

‘At the same time, retained 
firefighters train regularly so 
that they can rush to anything 
from a faulty alarm to a road 
collision.

‘They are utterly dedicated to 
protecting local communities 
and are a humbling reminder 
that community spirit and pub-
lic duty are alive and well.’

Man fi ned for going 
into teacher’s home
AN UNEMPLOYED Man-
chester man was fined £360 
for a breach of the peace when 
he appeared last week at Fort 
William Sheriff Court.

Ryan Wheeler had been in 
Fort William on August 12 last 
year with the aim of climbing 
Ben Nevis with a group of 
friends the following day.

But Sheriff Eilidh MacDon-
ald heard how, after becoming 
drunk at a party at a house 
in the town, Wheeler had no 
idea where he was and thought 
he would return to the house 
where the party had been.

However, the court heard 
Wheeler mistook another 
house for the home of the 
party’s hosts and disturbed a 
sleeping schoolteacher.

‘She was awaken by a noise 

and saw the accused standing 
at the top of the stairs. 

‘She asked him what he was 
doing and he replied, obviously 
under the influence of a lot of 
alcohol, that he was looking for 
his friends,’ Procurator Fiscal 
Robert Weir told the court.

‘He then walked down the 
stairs and left. It seems the 
door of the house had not been 
locked.’

The teacher had watched 
Wheeler climb into an unse-
cured Vauxhall Corsa parked 
outside in the street and when 
its interior light came on she 
alerted the police.

‘Police officers detained the 
accused and found he was 
under the influence of alcohol,’ 
added Mr Weir.

Defence agent Stephen 

Kennedy said his client was a 
24-year-old man who lived with 
his parents in Manchester.

Mr Kennedy said after going 
out with his friends in Fort 
William, he had met some local 
people who had invited him to 
the party in question.

Later on in the evening 
Wheeler had found himself 
outside the house, with no 
shoes and in an intoxicated and 
disorientated state.

‘So he decided to go back to 
the house where the party had 
been but unfortunately went 
to the wrong house,’ said Mr 
Kennedy.

‘A teacher lives there and after 
hearing a noise saw Wheeler 
coming out of her bathroom.

‘After asking him what he was 
doing – although using slightly 

stronger language than that – 
she managed to persuade him 
he was in the wrong house.

‘She had forgotten to lock the 
door that night and it should be 
said Mr Wheeler did leave the 
house when asked.’

Mr Kennedy said Wheeler 
had got into the car with the 
aim of sleeping there until he 
sobered up.

‘He is extremely embarrassed 
by his behaviour and he apolo-
gises for any upset caused and 
asked the victim to forgive him 
for his stupid behaviour,’ he 
told the court.

Fining Wheeler £360, Sheriff 
MacDonald told him it had 
been stupid behaviour, adding: 
This would have been very 
alarming for the lady in the 
house.’

Inverlochy anglers’ � rst cast of season
Sunshine and blue skies 
heralded the start of the 
2018 angling season on the 
River Lochy as members of 
the Inverlochy Angling Club 
gathered at Black Parks for 
the � rst o�  cial outing of the 
year.
The club blessed the river, 
with Andy Donaldson of 
Inverlochy Angling Club 
throwing a quaich of whisky 
into the river to mark the 
beginning of the season, 
before they cast o�  for a � ne 
day of angling.

IF F22 Inverlochy Angling 01. Photograph: 

Iain Ferguson, Alba.photos.

Kate Forbes MSP.

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Hip-hop superstar, entrepreneur and tech 
 visionary will.i.am has launched a new eyewear 
collection, available exclusively at Specsavers. 

Building on his passion for striking eyewear, fi rst 
inspired by the hip-hop icons of his youth – Run 
DMC and Flavor Flav – the 17-piece  collection 
 references classic and iconic styles with an 
 innovative and futuristic twist. 

will.i.am, a multifaceted entertainer and 
 innovator, best known as part of Black Eyed Peas, 
said: ‘What makes my collection and  designs 
unique are the subtleties and attention to 
 detail that gives them the extra ‘oomph’, while 
 remaining entirely wearable. 

‘Glasses are the best way to make your outfi t 
look fresh, put together, yet unique. If I am  going 
to take the time to make sure my shoes, coat 
and hat look good together, I’m always going to 
 complete the outfi t with a great pair of glasses. 
I want my line to inspire everyone to accessorise 
with glasses in a dope way.’ 

As part of the launch celebrations,  Specsavers 
has teamed up with Snapchap to create a  
sponsored lens, so users can instantly 

 transform themselves with 
the  superstar’s look. Scan 
the Snapcode below in the 
 Snapchat app to unleash your 
inner will.i.am.

Not only is Specsavers proud to offer its 
 customers highly-desirable, yet affordable eye 
wear like this uber-fashionable new range, the 
opticians is also committed to providing expert 
and comprehensive eye care.

Specsavers features the latest clinical tech-
nology and highly qualifi ed and professional 
teams. Customers that have undergone an eye 
test elsewhere are also welcome to bring in a 
valid prescription and choose from the extensive 
range of 2,000 specs.

will.i.am’s collection for Specsavers is priced at 
£125 per pair and is included in Specsavers’ two 
for one offer. All glasses come fi tted with single 
vision lenses as standard. 

Get the will.i.am look with his exclusive 
new eyewear collection for Specsavers
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INSPIRATIONAL,
beautiful & practical
a stunning door for
your home your way
• Any colour you want – bring
your colour & we’ll build the door
• Energy ef�cient • Warm,
Comfortable, Stylish and Efficient

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

NEILL BO FINLAYSON
n� nlayson@lochabertimes.co.uk

Mongolian throat singers to visit Skye

MSP demands answers from CalMac

A GROUP of traditional Mon-
golian musicians are set to land 
on Skye at the end of the month 
and are trying - through their 
unique traditional music - to 
raise awareness of the threats 
to their country’s habitat and 
culture from climate change.

Anda Union are coming to 
SEALL at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 
as part of their 22-venue tour 
of the UK in a bid to raise 
awareness of the threats to their 
grasslands habitat and celebrate 
their unique musical culture.

The band’s fusion of Mon-
golian musical styles draws 
directly from the band’s roots 
in the differing ethnic nomadic 
cultures.

The nine members are aware 
of the threat climate change and 
modernity are posing to their 
ancient grasslands and Mongo-
lian culture and are bound by a 
mission to promote the essence 
of their music.

Anda Union are accomplished 
singers, moving from hoomai, 
the guttural throat song, to 
the clear notes of ortinduu, 

long-song. They play multiple 
instruments, including the 
morin huur, the maodun chaoer, 
a three-holed flute, as well as 
Mongolian versions of the lute 
and mouth harp.

Mongols have a strong musical 
tradition that is passed down the 
generations. The morin huur, or 
horse head fiddle, pays homage 
to the most important animal in 
the Mongol culture: almost all 
houses have a morin huur.

Formed in 2000, the band 
trained in traditional Mongolian 
music from a young age, many 
coming from musical families. 
They are leaders in a musical 

movement finding inspiration 
in the old music. Driven to 
preserve an endangered way of 
life by keeping their music alive, 
as a group they hold on to the 
essence of Mongolian music 
while creating a form of music 
that is new.

They have influenced a gen-
eration of young Mongolians in 
Inner Mongolia as traditional 
music flourishes in the capital, 
Hohhot.

SEALL creative director 
Duncan MacInnes said: ‘This 
visit is a major coup for SEALL. 
We are almost the only commu-
nity space the group is visiting 

in its 22-venue tour of the UK 
and we are delighted to have 
secured them for a performance 
on Skye.

‘We believe it is important 
to present world music to our 
audiences to complement our 
programme of theatre, dance, 
trad music, comedy and chil-
dren’s shows.

‘Anda Union is part of a mu-
sical movement that is finding 
inspiration in their country’s old 
and forgotten songs. They are 
committed to keeping Mongo-
lia’s cultural heritage alive and 
relevant to the 21st century.

‘We are delighted to be host-
ing them in what is going to be 
a great concert and hope the 
people of Skye will come out 
and support them on the night.’

Anda Union come to Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig, TDC main hall, 
tonight (Thursday May 31) at 
7.30pm. 

There will be a workshop 
at the venue at 2pm where 
participants can learn, among 
other things, the unique style 
of traditional Mongolian throat 
singing.

Further information and tick-
ets from www.seall.co.uk.

Anda Union will be teaching traditional throat singing.

Adventurer embarks on new 
bid to row the North Atlantic
ISLAND adventurer Niall Iain 
Macdonald has embarked on a 
new attempt to row solo across 
the North Atlantic Ocean - 
from the east coast of America 
to his home in the Hebrides.

Niall Iain, 44, left Norfolk, 
Virginia, at 6am on Wednesday 
May 23 local time. He hopes to 
complete his 3,400-mile row-
ing challenge in three to four 
months and will be rowing for 
12 hours a day, every day, on a 
two-hour on/off rotation.

Niall Iain signalled the 
start of his challenge with a 
simple post on Twitter and 
Facebook – ‘How long should 
you try? Until. 36°55Đ17ĐN 
76°11Đ19ĐW’.

This is a third attempt at 
the North Atlantic row – pre-
viously named NY2SY as he 
planned to go from New York 
to Stornoway – for freelance 
broadcaster Niall Iain. His first 
attempt in 2014 ended when 
he suffered a bad accident on 
board just nine days into it.

He always knew he would 
make another attempt, saying: 
‘I remember when we went 
back out to get the boat in 
2014, on that day we found her. 
When I saw the boat on its own 
in the ocean, I felt “I should be 
on it” – and I knew that I was 
going to try again.’

However, the time was not 
right for a second attempt until 
last year. He then spent six 
weeks in New York on standby 
to start, waiting for a weather 
window, but it never came 
due to a series of low pressure 
systems.

He returned again to New 
York in late April this year 
and spent another two weeks 
on standby until making the 
decision, at the end of last 
week, to move further down 
the US coast to take advantage 
of better weather conditions.

He moved his boat from 
Liberty Landing Marina in 
Manhattan and she went back 
in the water at Cobb’s Marina 
on Little Creek, Norfolk, on 
Tuesday.

Niall Iain, who lives on the 
Isle of Lewis and was born in 
Inverness, is undertaking NY-
2SY to raise at least £100,000 
for the Scottish Association for 
Mental Health (SAMH) and 
to raise awareness of mental 
health issues in general, having 
had his own struggles.

Although he will be rowing 
solo, Niall Iain has a shore-
based support team – led 
by Leven Brown, who is his 
weather router and was instru-

mental in the decision to move 
the start point because of the 
unfavourable conditions in 
New York.

Speaking just before he left 
Norfolk, Niall Iain said: ‘There 
has been a lot of interest in the 
boat and my challenge and lots 
of offers of help from other 
boat owners in the marina.

‘I was a bit nervous about 
coming down to Norfolk as it 
was a bit of a gamble, but one 
that we – Leven and I – felt was 
worth taking.

‘By heading 300 miles further 
south I am giving myself a 
much better chance of getting 
the sustained conditions that 
I need to get started. I hope 
to catch the shoulder of the 
Azores high pressure system 
and take advantage of the SW 
winds in this area to make good 
progress out into the ocean.

‘Naturall y, it is disappointing 
that I will not be leaving New 
York as I have always intended 
to do but I know that this is the 
right move if I am going to get 
the chance to row across the 
North Atlantic. When I think 
about it, I have already rowed 
out of New York, under the 

Verrazano Bridge and out into 
the ocean, back in 2014 when I 
first attempted NY2SY.

‘This is just another unex-
pected chapter in the whole 
NY2SY story and I very much 
hope it’s the start of a success-
ful adventure.’

Niall Iain added: ‘I feel calm 
and I feel excited. I still have 
the same clammy hands and 
fear when I really think about 
it and I’m not getting ahead of 
myself, but taking each day as 
it comes. I’m as scared as I was 
the first time I attempted it, 
but I know it is possible. I know 
that I’ve trained hard and 
properly for what lies ahead 
and I’m really excited.’

Niall Iain’s boat – a 24ft 
ocean rower – has been re-
named ALBA. She has been  
kept in storage in New York 
since 2014 and is now packed 
with four months of rations  
and 140 litres of fresh water 
ballast, in case the desalination 
water-maker fails.

But how does one prepare 
mentally for this kind of un-
dertaking?

‘I heard someone say, “don’t 
think cumulatively” – it just 

comes back to that moment 
and you’ll feel differently in a 
couple of hours.

‘Mark Beaumont said, “just 
keep moving – even if you’re 
just moving at 1mph” and it’s 
taken me a while to realise that 
I’ll probably want to give up 
every day. A lot of people think 
you can’t give up at all, but you 
can give up – you’ve just got 
to pick yourself up again and 
keep going.

‘It’s taken a lot of work. It 
hasn’t fallen in my lap, but I’m 
very lucky to get the chance 
to do such an adventure and 
I need to remember that and 
enjoy the experience.’

He stressed: ‘The main moti-
vation for NY2SY solo North 
Atlantic row is to raise at least 
£100,000 for SAMH and also 
hopefully this will encourage 
people to seek help or find 
out more about mental health 
issues. There may be people 
who are suffering themselves 
or people who want to have a 
better understanding of what 
their loved ones are going 
through.

‘Any donations are very 
welcome. I’m going to be 

struggling out there at times. 
What will be driving me 
forward is knowing that there 
will be people back here who’ll 
be supporting me and also the 
wider issue of SAMH.’

He added: ‘It’s because of my 
own back story and where I’ve 
been before. Clinical depres-
sion does not discriminate. 
It affects people with great 
lives, too. Depression is still 
an elephant in the room. And 
it is something we should talk 
about.’

Niall Iain had undertaken a 
number of adventures in the 
past but it was his experience 
of rowing The Minch, between 
Stornoway and Ullapool, in 
2008 that really sparked his 
imagination.

‘I knew that I wanted to do 
something a little bit bigger. I 
found out about ocean rowing, 
I researched lots of different 
routes and for some reason 
NY2SY seemed to stick in my 
head.’

He admitted the end of his 
2014 bid had been ‘hugely 
disappointing’, adding: ‘It took 
a long time to get over that, 
physically and also mentally, 
but I also knew I would go back 
out and try again, for all the 
reasons that I tried it the first 
time, which is as a personal 
challenge but also to raise 
funds for SAMH, and to raise 
awareness of mental health 
issues as well.

‘Everyone has an ocean to 
cross. Everyone has a challenge 
put in front of them. They can 
tackle it – it takes time – but 
it’s really to show that there is a 
way over to the other side.’

The Scottish Association 
for Mental Health is a charity 
working across Scotland. For 
more information, visit www.
samh.org.uk or follow @SAM-
Htweets on Twitter for more 
information.

Donations can be made via 
Niall Iain’s JustGiving page 
at www.justgiving.com/NY-
2SY. The main website address 
for the challenge is http://www.
NY2SY.co.uk and there is a 
tracker there, at www.ny2sy.
co.uk/track-my-progress.

Niall Iain will be keeping 
people informed by blogging 
about his experiences at blog.
mailasail.com/ny2sy and post-
ing updates on his Twitter and 
Facebook pages.

Find him on Facebook 
at facebook.com/NY2SY-
solo and on Twitter as @
NY2SYsolo. Useful hashtags 
are #NY2SY and #SAMH

Niall Iain prepares for his mammoth rowing challenge and, below, sets o� .

I’m very lucky 
to get the 
chance to 
do such an 
adventure ”

Niall Iain Macdonald

Line-ups revealed for 
Armadale Castle trad 
music competitions
FINALISTS have been an-
nounced for two prestigious 
traditional music competitions to 
be held at Armadale Castle, Gar-
dens and Museum of the Isles, on 
Skye next month.

The Donald MacDonald Cuach 
piobaireachd competition, now in 
its 32nd year, will bring together 
five renowned pipers from across 
Scotland on June 15. The follow-
ing day introduces a major new 
competition for senior clàrsach, 
where four leading harpists will 
compete for the Princess Marga-
ret of the Isles Memorial Prize.

The performances will take 
place in the Stables Café at 
Armadale Castle and are open 
to the public. They will also be 
live-streamed for those unable to 
attend in person.

The competitions are a key part 
of Clan Donald Lands Trust’s on-
going commitment to supporting 
Gaelic performing arts and are 
made possible through generous 
support from the Glencoe Foun-
dation, USA.

Named in honour of the 
18th-century piping pioneer, the 
Donald MacDonald Cuach is a 
flagship cultural competition for 
Clan Donald Lands Trust. The 
five pipers invited to take part this 
year are Callum Beaumont (last 
year’s winner), Glenn Brown, 
Alasdair Henderson, Iain Speirs 
and Craig Sutherland.

The event, which takes place 
on Friday June 15 at 7.30pm, will 
also include singing by Christine 
Primrose, head of Gaelic song 
at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, Scotland’s 
Gaelic college on Skye.

The competition will be opened 
by talented young local piper 
Malin Lewis from Bernisdale, 
north Skye, who is studying at the 
National Centre of Excellence in 
Traditional Music in Plockton. 
Malin will study piping at the 
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland 
in September. There will also be 
contributions from pupils from 
Bun-sgoil Shlèite (Sleat Primary 
School).

The competition will be adjudi-
cated by acclaimed piper Allan 
MacDonald. Allan taught at the 
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland 
for 17 years and has recorded 
several CDs of pipe music.

Convener Dr Angus MacDon-
ald said: ‘This year we have some 
of the top performers in the 
country and I look forward to a 
very entertaining evening.’

Saturday June 16 sees the inau-
gural Princess Margaret of the 
Isles Memorial Prize for Senior 
Clàrsach. Candidates were 
required to prepare a 25-minute 
recital, including a variety of 
Scottish styles, traditional and 
contemporary, and a new compo-
sition of their own.

Four finalists were selected to 
perform at the competition recital 
at 2pm: Màiri Chaimbeul,  Fraya 
Thomsen, Karen Marshalsay and 
Riko Matsuoka.

The adjudicator is acclaimed 
Scottish-born harpist and com-
poser Savourna Stevenson, who 
has performed and recorded with 
artists as diverse as Eddi Reader, 
the Bhundu Boys and Catrin 
Finch, and has written prolifically 
for clàrsach and pedal harp. The 
event will be convened by Pro-
fessor Boyd Robertson, retiring 
Principle of Sabhal Mòr Ostaig.

Skye-based clàrsair and tutor 
Mary M Strachan, who chaired 
the shortlisting panel, said: ‘We 
were delighted with the interest in 
this new competition,  and were 
blown away by the high technical 
standards and innovative playing 
of the chosen finalists. It should 
make for a very interesting after-
noon of music.’

The prize is named after for 
Princess Margaret of Scotland, 
the daughter of King Robert 
II and the wife of John, Lord 
of the Isles. Princess Margaret 
was a great patron of the arts, 
and through this prize for senior 
clàrsach playing, CDLT seeks 
to perpetuate and honour that 
reputation.

Sue Geale, Armadale Castle’s 
Museum manager and member 
of the management committee, 
said: ‘The ancient Clan Donald 
Lords of the Isles were great 
patrons of the arts and saw it as 
their responsibility to encourage 
and develop Gaelic culture in all 
its forms.  The trust is pleased to 
carry on this important respon-
sibility.  For many years we have 
supported both piping and clàr-
sach – the latter through the loan 
of instruments to schools and an 
annual junior competition. We 
are delighted to enhance this 
through the launch of this new 
senior clàrsach competition, and 
through a number of traditional 
music competitions that we also 
support worldwide.’

Friday June 15, Stables Cafe, 
Armadale Castle, Gardens 
and Museum, Skye:  Donald 
MacDonald Cuach Piobaireachd 
Competition, 7.30pm. Tickets £8 
(£4 concession), including buffet. 
Call 01471 844305 or buy on the 
door. Further information: www.
armadalecastle.com

Saturday June 16, Stables Cafe, 
Armadale Castle, Gardens and 
Museum, Skye, 2pm:  Clàrsach 
(Scottish harp) recital and 
competition judging. Free, all 
welcome.

Live streaming will be available 
on Facebook (www.facebook.
com/ArmadaleCastleSkye) and 
YouTube (link from website, 
www.armadalecastle.com).

CALMAC officials will be 
quizzed by a Scottish Parliament 
committee this week after MSPs 
agreed to recall the ferry operator 
to Holyrood’s rural economy and 
connectivity committee (RECC) 
for further evidence.

Skye MSP Kate Forbes said 
she will be ‘looking for answers’ 
following the recent disruption 
across the ferry network – and 

particularly on the Mallaig to 
Armadale route, which clocked 
up more than 100 cancellations 
in less than a month of this year’s 
summer timetable.

It is understood the RECC was 
due to take oral evidence from 
CalMac representatives at its 
meeting on Wednesday May 30.

Ms Forbes, a member of the 
committee, said: ‘I am pleased 

that, as of last Wednesday, MV 
Lord of the Isles has returned to 
the Mallaig-Armadale route and 
the network has returned to nor-
mal. It has been an exceptionally 
long period of disruption for ferry 
users right across the West Coast.

‘That is why it is important that 
senior CalMac managers are 
pressed for answers about what 
caused this extended disruption 

and how they intend to ensure it 
won’t happen again.

‘Of course, it is clear more ves-
sels are required, which is why the 
Scottish Government is building 
two new vessels at Ferguson’s 
shipyard just now. 

‘I hope we will get ample oppor-
tunity with CalMac management 
in front of the RECC to find 
answers.’
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Lomond School is a small, family school 
for pupils aged three to 18, positioned in 
the elegant suburbs of the coastal town of 
Helensburgh, located only 10 minutes from 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park. 

Learning at Lomond is a rich experience with our 
curriculum and timetabling model allowing for 
a large degree of � exibility and personalisation. 
With a very strong academic record, 91% pass 
rate at National 5 and 78% of pupils at Higher 
achieving an A or B grade in 2017, we pride 
ourselves on supporting and nurturing our 
young people to achieve their very best. While 
there is an emphasis on academic pursuits, we 
passionately believe that education should be 
about supporting our young people to develop 
and grow, both academically and personally, as 
rounded individuals with strong values who are 
prepared not just for the present but also for the 
future.  

Living at Lomond as a boarder is an enriching 
experience and the boarding house adds 
a distinctive dimension to the school. We 
welcome borders from the age of nine , some of 
whom will stay with us throughout their school 
career and others who will join us for a part of 
their educational experience. 

Our boarding house, Burnbrae, is a purpose-
built, modern building separate from the main 
school campus. It o� ers a home away from 
home and is designed to ensure that pupils 
have a busy and rewarding life.

All our pupils are treated as individuals and 
our sta�  actively support their personal, social 
and educational development. Our team is 
strengthened by resident house-parents, 
teachers, tutors, matrons and a school nurse.

We o� er short-term, weekly and full-time 
termly boarding and are happy to work around 
individual family circumstances.

To get a better understanding of what Lomond 
School can o� er your child, please join us for our 
boarding open morning on Thursday June 7. To 
book your place or to request further information 
on boarding at Lomond, please contact our 
registrar on admissions@lomondschool.com or 
01436 672476.

• Separate area accommodation for boys 
and girls

• Residential house-parents, tutors and 
matrons

• Dormitory, twin and single rooms with 
en suite facilities

• Access to three large student lounges

• Wi-fi  available throughout the house

• Gym

• Music room

• Outdoor pitches and grounds

Argyll’s only boarding 
school opens doors to 
interested families

ADVERTORIAL

A great place 
to live and learn

10 Sta�ord Street, Helensburgh G84 9JX | Phone: +44 (0)1436 672476 
e-mail: admissions@lomondschool.com | lomondschool.com

Due to high demand, we are 
adding a second Primary 7 

form class providing additional 
availability for August 2018.

*Education Scotland Inspection Report 2015

• Co-educational day & boarding school

• Flexible and full-time boarding from age 9

• Record academic results

• “Outstanding”* outdoor learning

To book a tour, contact us: 
T: +44 (0)1436 672476 E: admissions@lomondschool.com

0618 Lomond School A3 passenger panels AW.indd   1 16/05/2018   09:16

Cocaine – 
woman fi ned

Kyle driver 
fi ned £600 
over careless 
driving

Carlisle publican fi ned over toy gun prank at Lochaber camping site

A GLASGOW woman has been 
fined £160 at Fort William 
Sheriff Court after admitting 
hiding a quantity of cocaine in 
her bra.

Unemployed Maxine Petrie, 
22, had pleaded guilty previ-
ously to possessing cocaine 
on January 31 with a value of 
between £80 and £160.

Petrie’s car had been spotted 
driving erratically on the A82 
road by officers in an unmarked 
police car.

When officers spotted the 
vehicle stopped near Glencoe, 
they decided to detain and 
search Petrie.

She was taken to Fort William 
police station where a search 
of her clothing found a plastic 
wrap containing what turned 
out to be 1.6g of cocaine, hidden 
in Petrie’s bra.

Procurator Fiscal Robert Weir 
told the court last week that 
Petrie had co-operated fully 
with the police and admitted 
ownership of the drug.

Defence agent Stephen Ken-
nedy said his client had provided 
the police with a considerable 
amount of information when 
questioned.

‘She has been experimenting 
with this drug, but this has 
been an experience she has not 
enjoyed,’ said Mr Kennedy.

A KYLE motorist who admitted 
an act of careless driving was 
fined  £600 at Fort William 
Sheriff Court last week.

David Hewitt, of Kirkton by 
Kyle, pleaded guilty at an earlier 
court appearance to the offence 
which took place on April 7 last 
year on the Invergarry to Kyle of 
Lochalsh stretch of the A87.

Sheriff Eilidh MacDonald 
heard Procurator Fiscal Robert 
Weir explain how Hewitt, 37,  
had pulled out to overtake a 
slower moving bus on a straight 
section of road: ‘There is a sug-
gestion the [bus] increased its 
speed and he had to drop back 
behind it,’ said Mr Weir. ‘How-
ever, an oncoming vehicle had to 
take evasive action which caused 
it to drive into a ditch. There was 
some minor damage to one of its 
wheels, but no injuries.’

Defence agent Hamish 
Melrose said his client was a 
self-employed plasterer, who 
was married with a young child.

Mr Melrose said the stretch 
of road involved was long and 
straight, but due to it being a 
downhill section of the road, the 
bus had started to pick up speed.

‘Mr Hewitt was driving a large 
Mercedes works van. It was a 
safe moment to overtake but 
because of the increasing speed 
of the bus, the large van did not 
have the capacity to pick up 
speed quickly enough.’

Mr Melrose said it was three 
months before police contacted 
his client, adding: ‘It goes with-
out saying if he loses his licence 
he would not be able to work.’

Passing sentence, Sheriff Mac-
Donald said she was prepared 
to accept it was an error of 
judgment more than anything 
else on on Hewitt’s part.

As well as the fine of £600, she 
ordered his licence be endorsed 
with seven penalty points.

A BUILDING site worker from 
Claggan, Fort William, was 
warned by a sheriff last week 
that there was a real probability 
of a prison sentence after he 
was found guilty of two charg-
es – reset of a car and number 
plates.

Antonio Sabiu, 61, had al-
ready pleaded guilty to charges 
that on December 11, 2017, at 
North Road, Fort William, he 
had driven a car without insur-
ance or an appropriate licence.

But he had denied two other 
charges involving the reset of a 
pair of number plates and a VW 
car worth £22,000 on the same 
date and at the same location.

The trial was spread over 
several days last week and 
included the viewing of CCTV 
footage from the BP garage 
in North Road, which showed 
Sabiu driving the VW on to 
the forecourt before exiting the 
vehicle and eventually walking 
away from the garage.

The video footage also 
showed the arrival of an un-

marked police car, from which 
officers emerged and searched 
the VW’s two passengers and 
the car itself.

On being questioned by the 
police, Sabiu had told officers 
that the car had been loaned to 
him by a man he knew from the 
Dumbarton area the day before 
his arrest.

Sabiu told the court he had 
been unaware the car and 

plates were stolen and that he 
only found this information out 
half way through questioning 
by police officers.

Sabiu was not in the car by 
the time officers arrived at the 
filling station, but he came to 
their attention standing outside 
its shop and acting in a way 
officers thought strange.

He had then turned and 
walked away, but was eventu-
ally traced by police. However, 
there was no sign of the £22,000 
car’s keys either in the vehicle 
or along the route Sabiu had 
walked away from the garage - 
even a police dog failed to find 
any trace of the keys.

The court also heard that po-
lice had failed to trace Sabiu’s 
Dumbarton associate.

Sabiu told Procurator Fiscal 
Robert Weir he was ‘raging’ 
when he found out the car and 
plates were stolen and intended 
tracking down his Dumbarton 
friend to confront him about it.

However, Mr Weir pointed 
out to Sabiu that in the state-

ment he gave police, the first 
question concerned the car 
being stolen.

‘I didn’t take it seriously - I 
thought they were just trying 
to rattle me. It wouldn’t be the 
first time police have tried to 
rattle me,’ replied Sabiu.

Mr Weir said it was nonsense 
Sabiu had not taken being ques-
tioned by the police seriously 
and also doubted whether his  
friend from Dumbarton even 
existed.

On the issue of the missing 
keys, Sabiu said he didn’t know 
where they were as he had left 
them in the ignition when he 
got out of the vehicle to go into 
the filling station shop.

Asked why he had walked 
away instead of returning to the 
car, Sabiu said he had become 
unhappy with the two passen-
gers, who he said had been 
drinking.

Summing up the Crown case, 
Mr Weir said  the evidence that 
Sabiu was guilty was credible 
and reliable.

On the final day, Friday, 
defence agent Gerard Sweeney 
argued, albeit unsuccessfully, 
that his client had no case to 
answer on the charges of reset-
ting either the number plates or 
the car.

In his summing up, Mr 
Sweeney said there was no 
proof of guilty knowledge on 
his client’s part.

As for the missing keys, Mr 
Sweeney said the keys could be 
in the vehicle and it could be a 
case that officers could simply 
not find them.

‘That very often happens,’ he 
said. ‘Just because the police 
could not find the keys does not 
mean Mr Sabiu is wrong.’

Because Sabiu had a con-
siderable number of previous 
analagous convictions, Sheriff 
Eilidh MacDonald warned him 
he could well be facing a period 
of imprisonment.

Sentence was deferred for 
the compilation of a criminal 
justice social work report until 
June 19 and bail was continued.

Claggan man warned jail 
possibility after trial ends

Fort William Sheri�  Court.

A CARLISLE publican who 
travelled to Fort William with 
friends for a mountain biking 
event last June was fined £800 
after a sheriff heard details of an 
incident involving a toy gun.

Charles Knight, of Fenwick 
Drive, Carlisle, appeared before 
Sheriff Eilidh MacDonald last 
week at Fort William Sheriff 
Court, where he pleaded guilty 
to a breach of the peace on June 
3, 2017. 

Procurator Fiscal Robert Weir 
told the court how the incident 
had happened at a Lochaber 

caravan and camping park 
shortly before 10pm on the day 
in question.

Mr Weir said Knight had 
been with friends and had been 
holding the plastic toy, which 
had the appearance of a real 
firearm, adding: ‘It was not 
coloured bright orange like most 
toy guns are these days. The 
accused was holding the gun in 
his hand and seems to have been 
standing on a picnic table. To 
be fair, at no point is he said to 
have threatened anyone with the 
gun. But there were some other 

people who saw him and were 
concerned enough to alert the 
camp site security staff.’

The gun turned out to be a 
BB gun, which Knight, 33, had 
bought on the spur of the mo-
ment having gone into a shop in 
Fort William to buy cigarettes.

The court heard how police 
were contacted and Mr Weir said 
Knight had co-operated fully 
with officers.

Defence agent Hamish Mel-
rose, who described Knight, 33, 
as a publican who ran licensed 
premises in Carlisle, said his 

client was understandably very 
concerned about the possible 
knock-on effect of a conviction 
on his working life.

Mr Melrose said Knight’s trip 
to Fort William was his third 
such annual visit: ‘It was after 
this event ended on the Saturday 
this incident occurred. My client 
admits he had been drinking 
during the day and he and his 
friends had come into town to get 
something to eat and had more 
to drink,’ explained Mr Melrose.

‘On the way to a taxi rank to go 
back to the campsite, Mr Knight 

had gone into a shop to buy some 
cigarettes and the shop sold a 
variety of other goods also and 
there was a selection of toy guns.

‘He purchased one of these as 
well. When the park manager 
had found the gun on the picnic 
table, he had remarked how light 
it was on picking it up. It was 
coloured to some degree.’

Mr Melrose said research car-
ried out by his client and himself 
on trading standards rules for 
such items stipulated they had to 
be completely brightly coloured.

Mr Melrose said it had been 

another camper about 100 
yards away on a different part 
of the campsite who had spotted 
Knight holding the toy pistol.

‘He was not pointing it at any-
one – he was dancing with the toy 
gun in his hand. He has generally 
apologised for his behaviour.’

Fining Knight £800, Sheriff 
MacDonald told him his first 
mistake was buying the toy gun 
to begin with.

‘In the current climate it was a 
stupid thing to do and it is under-
standable why some people were 
alarmed,’ she said.
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RETRO
Roamer
A retrospective look at the Roamer 
columns of the early 1990s
� It would appear that the tourist board AGM was 
something of a sedate affair this year. Until, of course, 
the membership’s participation got started. Various 
workshop groups were formed, with each having 
to come up with ways of ‘ensuring the generation of 
extra cash for the organisation’. These ranged from 
suggestions of a tourist board 500 Club to broaden-
ing the search for sponsorship of brochures. George 
Scobbie came out with a classic: ‘I reckon,’ said he, 
‘that we should have food and drink vending machines 
for people queuing in the tourist office.’ Not such an 
unworkable suggestion, especially as the premises had 
previously been transformed into a dormitory, with 18 
‘towrists’ bedding down there on one particular night 
during the season.
� Were you in the procession on Tuesday morning – 
from Lochy Bridge to the BA Road End? Not a very 
long procession, thinks you. Well, it is if it’s a quarter 
to nine, and you’re all stuck behind a steamroller 
which won’t give way to any other vehicle. The result 
was a build-up of traffic such that nobody could get 
off Lochy Bridge to head for town. We were all simply 
steamrollered into submission.
� Quite a few locals had a good look at the cleared 
area of the Parade which is destined to become a taxi 
rank. And most of them recognised the familar red 
brickwork of the foundations of the Garrison Nissen 
Hut which doubled as our school canteen for a while 
in the late 1940s.
� I note that the HIDB is gearing up for Europe! A 
press release was sent out by the board eulogising 
about Highland ski-ing. It itemised the tariffs of the 
various ski centres. But, believe it or not, HIDB’s word 
processors don’t have £ signs – so all of the costings 
had to be inked in!
� I’M WRITING THIS IN LARGE LETTERS SO 
THAT I.M. CAMERON – YES, CAMERON, NOT 
JOLLY – CAN MAKE IT OUT WITHOUT HIS 
SPECS. IAN McCORQUODALE FOUND A PAIR 
OF BLUE RIMMED GLASSES IN A LIZARS OF 
GLASGOW SPECTACLE CASE A FEW DAYS 
BACK WHEN HE WAS TIDYING UP HIS GAEL-
IC BUS. AND, DESPITE SEVERAL ATTEMPTS 
TO TRACE I.M. CAMERON – THE BEARER OF 
THE NAME INSIDE THE CASE – THE SPECS 
ARE STILL UNCLAIMED. THEY WERE LEFT 
IN THE BUS IN THE FORT WILLIAM AREA. 
SO, IF I.M. CAMERON IS OUT THERE, SOME-
WHERE, AND CAN GET SOMEBODY TO READ 
THIS , PERHAPS HE CAN MAKE ‘CONTACT’?
� I liked this story so much that I thought I would put 
it into rhyme – and reason.

It’s called ‘James Macintyre’s Farewell to his Contact 
Lenses’. And it’s in two parts, with the other half next 
week

It was five in the morning, a new day was dawning,
And Sandy was awfully dry.
Down to the kitchen, his throat was fair itching,
This thirst he could not deny.
Next to the old wally dug sat his personal glass,
Lemon barley was what Sandy desired.
Tap water to pour in, before he got tore in,
And he drank down all he required.
Then back up to bed, to lay down his head,
To sleep till perhaps round midday.
As quiet as a mouse, so’s not to wake the house,
Went Sandy, his thirst all away.
But at ten on the dot he was up like a shot
For, alas, it had now come to pass.
‘You’re in hot water’! shouted Cindy, his daughter,
‘If you’ve drunk from your favourite glass’.
‘Whatever’s the matter – it was just barley watter’,
Moaned Sandy when Cindy he faced.
It was then that she told him – she couldn’t well scold him,
‘Dad, your drink had been laced’!
You see James, Cindy’s man, of the Macintyre Clan,
At Towser’s big ‘do’ the evening did pass.
With the in-laws he was stopping, and went to bed 

after popping
Two things in poor Sandy’s glass.
Before going to sleep he’d put in to steep
These items in Sandy’s pint pot.
In a solution that cleanses, he’d left two contact lenses,
And Sandy had swallowed the lot!

� Piece of dialogue at the Mill between John Steven-
son and Angie Ryan.

John: ‘Do you know the Lawries in Kinlochleven?’
Angie: ‘Aye, KRT – Kinlochleven Road Transport.’

� Fairly elderly gentleman came in to examine the 
wares at the Marshall & Pearson sale in the Stag’s 
Head. Got hold of an alloy wheelbarrow, and tested it 
by pushing it along the carpet. ‘It’s got to be light’, he 
explained. ‘It’s a present for my mother – she’s over 80’. 
He bought it, so I do hope she fancied her barra.
� Words didn’t fail the local railwayman who woke up 
in a sweat at 6.20am because he should have reported 
in to the depot at 6am. Swore. Grabbed his gear. 
Phoned a taxi. Reached the engine sheds at 6.40am 
to be met with the query: ‘What are you doing here? 
You’re on a rest day’. Swore. Phoned a taxi. And was 
back in bed again by 7am.
� Lochaber Rugby Club emerged ‘Try-umphant’ from 
the finals of the Fort William Police Sports Quiz. But 
the quizmaster and a local football ‘aficionado’ were 
having something of a chequered evening. One ques-
tion, surprisingly, floored the latter – ‘Which sport 
was played by the great Brazilian footballer, Riveli-
no’? And then he was stumped by ‘At which football 
ground do the crowd get their Thrills’? In fairness, he 
did manage to answer the question pitched at him as 
to who had played for both Rangers and Celtic on the 
same day. (Glasgow Police Pipe Band).

Fort William High Street.

CHRISTINE MacKay, solicitor, has tak-
en over as managing partner of MacPhee 
and Partners from Duncan MacPhee, who 
has been in the role throughout the firm’s 
22-year history from inception in 1996.

Christine is a commercial lawyer who 
comes from Stornoway. She lives with her 
husband and two children in Resipole. She 
previously was a partner in a central belt 
law firm where she acted for well-known 

housing developers and commercial 
landlords.

Mr MacPhee said: ‘All of our part-
ners are certain that, in Christine, we have 
found the right person to take the firm 
forward. My wife and partner Rosemary 
and I will continue as partners for a few 
years yet and fully support Christine and 
the firm, which we hope will go from 
strength to strength.’

ARISAIG Women’s Institute held its 
AGM on Thursday May 17.

Business was conducted followed by 
refreshments.

The election of office-bearers was as 
follows: president – Barbara Collins; 
vice-president – Vera MacDonald; treas-

urer – Anne Cameron; secretary – June 
Cairns; press secretary – Yvonne Mac-
Donald.

Overall winners of the competitions for 
the year were: 1. June Cairns, 2. Anne 
Cameron.

The raffle winner was Ann Lamont.

Christine MacKay is welcomed by Duncan MacPhee.

Freay Nicoll, Jakob Nialand and Ellie Gibson watch the 
meter needle rise. Picture Iain Ferguson, Alba.photos

John and Kally Leiper with Charlie MacRae, Plockton 
Hall secretary for the past 57 years, centre. 

FOLLOWING the departure from Plockton of Hugh 
and Margaret Macquarrie, the village has now lost an-
other couple who were very much involved in village life.

John and Kally Leiper left on May 14 for a new life 
in Edinburgh. Before they left they received gifts from 
the sailing club in recognition of the tremendous work in 
teaching the youngsters every week. They also sailed for 
many years in the regatta.

Gifts were also received from Plockton Hall. Kally was 
treasurer for the past four years and John served on the 
committee for 12 years.

THE Plockton Small Boat Sailing Club season began on 
Saturday May 12.

The first Moore Bowl for local boats had only two boats 
ready: 1. Michael Hay (Nan), 2. Neil MacRae (Rona).

First race for Dubhaird Trophy for centreboards had 
three entrants: 1. Tristan Southhall, 2. Calum Reid, 3. 
Chris Townend.

Plockton Hall held its AGM in the hall on May 7. There 
was the usual attendance of 16. Treasurer Kally Leiper 
submitted the accounts which showed the  income of  
£12,090.97 was £1,215.92 up on the previous year.  Ex-
penditure was £19,305.56 compared with £8,520.09 the 
previous year due mainly to new windows, heaters and 
tables. Special expenditure was £11,198.46. Kally was 
thanked for her four years as treasurer, as she and her 
husband John are leaving the village.

Chairman Kenneth Gollan, since 2005, and secretary 
Charlie M Macrae, since 1961, were re-elected. Gill 
Bennett was elected treasurer.

A committee of nine was also elected, with Geoff 
Webster completing 50 years on it.

With new windows and the floor painted, no major 
work was required at present.

At the close, Kally and John (who had served on the 
committee for 12 years) were presented with gifts.

RECENT deaths have included: Jem Maclennan, Plock-
ton. Ina MacLeod, Kyle. Norman Craig, Balmacara. 
May MacLean, Badicaul. Sympathy is expressed to 
sorrowing relatives.

The Belford team outside the Fort William hospital.

A TEAM from Belford 
Hospital in Fort William 
is putting its best foot 
forward in a bid to improve 
members’ fitness and raise 
money for the hospital they 
work in.

The team, which consists 
of staff from a wide range 
of disciplines, started a 90-
day challenge on Sunday 
which will see them walk 
or run 100km, climb Ben 

Nevis and walk part of the 
West Highland Way.

Mhairi Mackinnon, sen-
ior charge nurse for Ward 
1 at the hospital, explained 
that there was a desire 
among those taking part 
to improve their fitness but 
they also saw it as a way to 
raise some extra money to 
benefit the hospital.

She said: ‘This is going to 
be a great team-building 

event for all of us and the 
support we’ve received so 
far has been excellent and 
very much appreciated.

‘We are also using it as an 
opportunity to fundraise 
for the hospital so we can 
buy items which will bring 
extra comfort and further 
enhance the environment 
for our patients and their 
families.

‘Items such as relative and 

carer beds that can be used 
when we have patients in 
receiving end-of-life care 
and an upgrade to our stroke 
chairs will make a big differ-
ence to those using them.’

Mhairi added: ‘We’re very 
lucky here at the Belford as 
we do receive a number of 
donations from the local 
community. As a group we 
also wanted to get involved in 
giving back to the hospital.’

Team takes on 90-day fi tness challenge

PUPILS of Banavie Primary School spent an illuminat-
ing morning learning about power generation  with the 
‘Generation Science’ team Caillean Hall-Gardiner and 
Heather Roberts, last week.

The youngsters looked at different ways of producing 
electricity from wind and water, such as pictured above 
turning a generator by hand.

Strontian Primary School were the winners of the Catch Me If You CAM photography competition. 

Lundavra Primary School took the third prize. 

SCHOOL children in Lo-
chaber have been involved 
in a project that has brought 
them face to face with some 
of Scotland’s most secretive 
wildlife.

The ‘Catch Me If You 
CAM’ project has been 
delivered to 20 schools in 
the Highlands by the High 
Life Highland Countryside 
Rangers, who got pupils 

to engage with their local 
wildlife through the use of 
trail camera technology.

High Life Highland 
Countryside Rangers 
visited the schools involved 
to train the teachers and 
pupils to use the cameras, 
and help them to choose a 
suitable place in the school 
grounds for capturing 
images of wildlife.

Over the course of six 
weeks, the schools visited 
the camera sites to lay out 
different treats such as 
mealworms, bird seed and 
fruit to attract wildlife, and 
to download any photos 
taken. Each participating 
school was then invited to 
submit their best wildlife 
images for a chance to win 
a new trail camera in a 

competition judged by the 
renowned wildlife cam-
eraman and broadcaster 
Gordon Buchanan.

First prize went to 
Strontian primary with 
their picture of a jay, while 
the  third prize went to 
Lundavra Primary School 
in Fort William for their 
photo of an impressive red 
deer stag.



Half-marathon � nished
I am happy to report that, despite the 
fears highlighted in last week’s article, 
I managed to complete the Edinburgh 
half-marathon comfortably and my 
injured ankle held firm without any 
hint of a grumble.

My time was two hours and 22 sec-
onds, which I was delighted with and, 
thanks to generous support from many, 
we exceeded the target for fundraising.

Compared to the sweltering heat of 
the 10K run in Manchester the week be-
fore, the fog and cool breeze coming in 
from the sea made the temperature of 
Edinburgh’s event much more suited to 
my body. The refreshingly cold weather, 
coupled with an easy course, including 
some lovely downhill sections, defi-
nitely helped to deliver my surprisingly 
reasonable finishing time.

Skerryvore Lighthouse
It’s been a few years since I was at 
Skerryvore Lighthouse and the majesty 

of that beautiful sea tower has not less-
ened in that time.

The tallest lighthouse in the British 
Isles and given the accolade by Robert 
Louis Stevenson as being ‘the noblest of 
all extant deep sea lights’, Skerryvore is 
an impressive spectacle to behold.

RLS could have been accused of 
family-born favouritism, as it was his 
uncle Alan Stevenson who conceived 
of, designed and led the building of this 
pinnacle of marine guidance 12 miles to 
the south-west of Tiree.

This was one of our most frequent 
destinations over the years when run-
ning Skipinnish Sea Tours, and even 
when visiting the lighthouse sometimes 
twice daily, its power of presence never 
failed to have effect.

It gives me great pleasure that Donnie 
and Fraser MacInnes, another Tiris-
deach uncle and nephew team, have 
restarted running boat trips from Tiree 
this year and it was with their new com-
pany, Tiree Sea Tours, that I travelled 
on my recent voyage to Skerryvore.

The weather was sublime, there were 
basking sharks and birdlife galore, and 
the commentary and crack were top 
notch. It is excellent that once again on 

Tiree there is a service giving people 
the chance to experience the nearby 
wonders of the seas around the island. 
Best wishes to Fraser, Donnie and their 
team.

Oban Live
FROM Skerryvore Lighthouse to 
Skerryvore the band, and with their 
massive annual Argyll-based party, 
Oban Live, happening next week, 
excitement is building for this top 
Scottish festival.

Adding to the anticipation of this 
year’s event is that, as part of the week-
end, Skerryvore are launching their 
long-awaited album EVO.

Come hail, rain or shine, this will 
be an amazing weekend of music and 
celebration, but if the weather we’ve 
enjoyed this week can last just a bit 
longer, then crowds at Oban Live are 
going to be basking in sunshine and 
enjoying the bands, having a few cold 
drinks under clear blue skies and the 
smile of summer.

Oban is the place to be next weekend 
and tickets are still available for those 
who don’t have them yet.
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Yes, it’s that time of year again – Oban and Lorn Lions Club’s Charities Day and parade. Our photograph this week 
shows the parade back in 1999. The lions club will be hoping for similar weather this Saturday, June 2. 

The lions club is promising to put ‘the fun into fundraising’ at its annual fair and parade at Station Square, Oban.  
Groups are invited to join the parade, which starts at the Corran Halls at 12.45pm, to leave at 1pm, with prizes awarded 

for the best participant and the best stall at the fair. The stalls, o� ering games, ra�  es, face-painting, home-baking 
and freshly cooked food, are open for business from noon.

Social media

It is impossible to overstate the importance of the 
fishing industry to Lochaber coastal communities, as 

many families and businesses rely on the sector for their 
livelihoods.

So it is very heartening to be able to report this week 
on the awarding of a substantial grant of £182,000 to 
facilitate the purchase and installation of a new ice plant 
at Mallaig Harbour as part of a government aid package.

The money is part of more than £6.9 million in total 
from the sixth round of European and Maritime Fisher-
ies Fund (EMFF) grants to be invested in 107 projects 

across Scotland to also help fishing fleets land and sell 
their catch.

As we report, the £182,587 for the new ice plant at 
Mallaig Harbour, which has a total project cost of 
£365,175, will create a facility to protect the quality of 
catch landing in the west coast.

Robert Macmillan, chief executive of Mallaig Harbour 
Authority, said the provision of ice was a key component 
to allow the Mallaig fleet to operate, by ensuring that 
the quality of catches were maintained.

This is very welcome news indeed.

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Is it time to create 
an ark for Argyll?
Plants and wild creatures are under 
huge pressure from too many humans, 
pollution and climate change. So sure-
ly we should be considering making 
Argyll’s natural treasure trove an ark 
for the future.

A century ago, in May 1918, Kew 
Gardens opened a new glasshouse for 
conservation and some of the seeds 
and plants it collected have already 
gone extinct in the wild. So now is the 
time to think in terms of the next 50 
and 500 years.

It’s not just our celebrity species such 
as eagles, otters and beavers but our 
everyday inspirations are increasingly 
rare across Britain.

Be it wrens, finches or thrushes, my 
family and friends in England seldom 
see these. Our secretive amphibians 
are wonderful and it’s great finding a 
newt in the garden.

So let’s just take simple steps like 
encourage SUDS drainage systems to 
rebuild ponds and a welcoming habi-
tat. Many people are also pressing for 
the creation of 30 per cent of the sea 
bed to become marine conservation 
areas, so there is much to do.

The joys of finding even a dead pine 
marten here on Pulpit Hill or watch-
ing two herons fishing on Oban beach 
need to be shared with generations to 
come.

And, as Mull is proving, eco-tourism 
can bring in the cash too.

Mike Foster,
Sannox, Crannaig a Mhinister, 
Oban.

Greed is destroying 
islands’ culture
It looks very much like we don’t do 
our mathematics very well here in 
Scotland. If it was done properly, we 
would do our roads to a high standard 
before unleashing all the never-ending 
summer traffic on to our small and 
twisty west coast and island roads.

Also, we need to realise that the an-
swer to this is not to keep expanding 
and putting more ferries on for our 
ill-prepared, and not spacious, island 
communities.

The answer is to give the best service 
to the islands and their people first 
and foremost, but also to restrict 
numbers according to the size of, and 
facilities available on, each island. 
We are currently being invaded to 
the extent that our grocery stores are 
raided and we are left with the dregs 
for the locals.

We simply can’t live our usual lives 
between May and September. We 
can’t get out of passing places, which 
is very detrimental to builders and 
crofters. Our summer schedule re-
quires extra hours to get things done.

CalMac, probably due to pressure 
from its masters at Holyrood, is not 
doing what it was set up to do. Its 
remit was first and foremost to give 
a dedicated social, lifeline service for 
the people of the Hebridean Isles.

That simply does not happen these 
days, as islanders are at the back of 
the queue from May to September. 
More and more ferries is not the 

answer. Indeed, that is physically and 
morally wrong.

If we keep going as we are, it is going 
to wipe out our indigenous people and 
culture.

I guess money is the priority for folk 
involved in tourism.

They will eventually destroy our 
islands and their culture, mostly due 
to greed and tourism.

Anoghas Eoghainn Mhoir,
Gerraidh na Monadh, 
Uibhist a Deas.

Buyout of Ulva will 
be transformational
Those of us driving the purchase of 
Ulva for the community are utterly 
delighted by the wide-ranging support 
we have received locally, from the 
wider Mull community, across the 
country and indeed internationally. 
This support is hugely appreciated; 
our success is yours – thank you 
everyone.

I wish to address a couple of points 
raised recently in the letters page of 
The Oban Times (Colin Davidson, May 
24).

It is facile and one-dimensional to 
suggest that the Scottish Land Fund 
has given £700,000 to each of Ulva’s 
six residents. The money goes to only 
one - the departing landowner.

What they and many others will get 
is the chance to build a community, 
businesses, homes and lives. This 
is no less than a transformational 
investment in the future of our islands 
and our people.

Perhaps before making the glib 
assertion that the 50 residents hoped 
for (in the long term) should be ‘better 
located on Mull’, Mr Davidson might 
wish to research more carefully  the 
area to which he refers. Repopula-
tion is central to our plans precisely 
because of the acute lack of available 
housing in north-west Mull and Ulva.

Our feasibility study, business plan 
and other info can be found at www.
ulvabuyout.scot

Colin Morrison,
Ulva Buyout Committee.

No GP practice will 
lose its funding
Your article on rural GPs losing out 
on funding (‘Petition calls for halt 
to massive GP funding cuts’, The 
Oban Times, May 17) is untrue and 
unduly alarming. I want to reassure 
your readers that these claims are 
unfounded.

The new GP contract, jointly agreed 
with the BMA and backed by £110 
million of Scottish Government 
investment this year, gives GPs more 
time with patients and less time on 
bureaucracy. It will cut workloads 
and make general practice a more 
attractive career.

No GP practice in Scotland - rural 
or urban - will lose any funding as 
a result of the new contract. That 
guarantee will be in place for as long 
as needed.

To help implement the new GP con-
tract as smoothly as possible, we are 
setting up a Rural Short Life Working 

Group, chaired by Sir Lewis Ritchie.  
We are also funding the Scottish 
Rural Medical Collaborative and 
providing incentives for more GPs to 
work in remote and rural areas.

Health Secretary Shona Robison,
The Scottish Parliament.

Cinema relies on its 
band of volunteers
On Saturday afternoon, in the swel-
tering heat, young people from the 
Police Scotland youth volunteers, un-
der the direction of PC Claire Brown, 
did an amazing job of helping to shift 
and move things prior to the planned 
refurbishment of the cinema.

We at the cinema cannot thank them 
enough for all their support.

We have a great number of dedicat-
ed volunteers, young and old, at the 
cinema who regularly help out with 
a number of tasks, including tidying 
the garden at the back of the building, 
helping with marketing and promo-
tion, and undertaking tasks within the 
cinema business.

The cinema would not run without 
them and the dedication of the volun-
teer board.

Jennie Larney,
Oban Phoenix Cinema manager.

Walk clashed with 
10K and fun run
I refer to the letter from Christine 
Green (The Oban Times, May 24) re-
garding the walk in Oban to challenge 
the stigma of mental health.

Ms Green complains that, although 
many organisations were represented, 
the NHS was not. In fact, the mental 
health walk was held on the same day 
and time as the annual ABCD (Argyll 
Beats Cardiovascular Disease) 10K 
and fun run.

This event was very well supported 
and organised and many of the partic-
ipants are current NHS staff.

It was a pity that both events coin-
cided but the ABCD event has been 
held at this time of year for the past 15 
years and it was advertised in the town 
diary and in The Oban Times too.

If the mental health walk is to be-
come an annual event, then perhaps it 
should be held on a different day to 
the ABCD event.

Andy Henderson,
Secretary, ABCD.

Islay su� ering from 
poor ferry service
CALMAC management’s shocking 
handling of our ferry service is taking 
its toll on local businesses which de-
pend on Islay’s growing tourist trade.

We simply cannot allow CalMac 
to continue to make the same errors 
every year without consequences.

Also, I have been unimpressed with 
our roads department management’s 
sluggish response to a large number of 
complaints from residents and myself 
about the potholes across Islay.

Councillor Alastsair Redman,
Islay.

FIU ’S MUS FHACA MI an seann 
chàr aig mo charaid Iain Fearchar 
Rothach nach maireann taobh 
a-mach Chaol Loch Àillse Dihaoine 
seo chaidh, bha tomhas de chianalas 
air bualadh orm beagan roimhe sin is 
mi a’ siubhal bhon Eilean Sgìtheanach 
gu ruige Inbhir Nis.

Bha an rathad trang da-rìribh agus 
saoilidh mi gum bheil buaidh turasa-
chd follaiseach air taobh an iar Alba 
an ìre mhath fad na bliadhna a-nise. 
‘S e dhùisg mo chuid cianalais gun 
robh sreath charbadan a’ sìneadh 
air ais chun an stèisean connaidh air 
taobh an ear a’ Chaoil, neo Garaids 
Alby mar a bhios mise fhathast a’ 
smaoineachadh air ged is fhada bho 
dh’atharraich an suidheachadh sin.

Thàinig deàlradh cuimhne thugam 
air an liuthad turas a bha mise, mar 
na mìltean eile thar nam bliadhna-
ichean, aig amannan nam thàmh 
anns a’ Chaol neo an Caol Àcainn a’ 
feitheamh uairean a thìde ri aiseag! 
Gun teagamh bidh an aon seòrsa 
cuimhne aig iomadach neach air 

aiseagan eile, leithid Baile Chaolais, 
agus ged a bha leithid sin de dhàil 
na chothrom air beagan foise san 
t-siubhal, bha e cuideachd gu math 
mì-ghoireasach dha daoine aig an robh 
ri bhith aig ceann-uidhe sònraichte 
aig àm àraid. Cha b’ iongnadh mar sin 
ged a bha mì-fhoighidinn bitheanta 
agus ‘s dòcha fiù ’s ìre dràibhidh nas 
luaithe agus nas mì-chùramaiche ri 
linn sin agus na maille a chaidh air an 
fheadhainn a bha air thuras.

Ged is dòcha nach eil mòran moth-
achail air sin, bha pàirt mhòr aig Iain 
Noble anns an iomairt gus drochaid 
a thogail aig Baile a’ Chaolais, agus 
bhuinnig an t-srì aig Iain Fearchar 
agus iomadach neach eile thar mòran 
bhliadhnaichean drochaid an Eilean 
Sgitheanaich. Tha na sochairean sin 
cho goireasach an-diugh is gum bheil 
e furasta dìochuimhneachadh cho 
eadar-dhealaichte ‘s a bha cùisean ro-
imhe, agus saoilidh mi nach eil sinne a 
tha a’ còmhnaidh air tìr-mòr Alba idir 
cho mothachail neo tuigseach air mar 
a tha beatha làitheil mhuinntir Eile-
anan an taobh an iar agus tuath an 
eisimeil sheirbheisean aiseagan.

Choisinn seirbheis dhìleas bhàtai-
chean Mhic a’ Bhriuthainn cliù thar 

iomadh bliadhna air an taobh an 
iar agus bha iad airidh air sin, agus 
rinneadh gàirdeachas nuair a ghlèidh 
Calmac ùrachadh cùmhnant bho 
chionn ghoirid. 

Ach ann an saoghal far am bheil 
barrachd is barrachd sluaigh gan 
tàladh chun an iar, agus tuath, fad 
na bliadhna, tha e furasta a thuigsinn 
gum bheil dùbhlan lìbhrigidh sheir-
bheisean aiseig gu bhith nas dorra 
mar a tha an ùine a’ dol air adhart. 
‘S i leth na cèairde an t-inneal, agus 
gun bhàtaichean chomasach gu leòr 
tha an dùbhlan sin gu bhith nas miosa 
buileach.

LIFELINE ferry services exist to 
serve remote communities but as 
tourism develops into a year-round in-
dustry, the provision of these services 
becomes increasingly challenging on 
the west coast and the islands.

If the tools be half the trade as a 
proverb states, then CalMac requires 
an urgent upgrading of its fleet to 
maintain a well-earned service repu-
tation.

Ailean Caimbeul(Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

There was high praise for Diarmid 
‘Des’ MacMillan, who organised 
a two-mile walk through Oban to 
raise awareness of mental health 
issues.
DT Gray: ‘Superb Diarmid! The more 
that’s done in smaller towns to raise 
awareness about mental health and 
surrounding issues the better. It’s 
sometimes harder to talk to people 
when you know everybody and every-
body knows you.’
Gail William Martin Lockhart: ‘Well 
done Diarmid X de� nitely more like 

200 don’t think myself and your lovely 
wife Tina have ever made so many teas 
and co� ees fantastic speakers and met 
so many lovely people.’
Katie Bryce: ‘It was a good day good 
turn out well done Diarmid.’
Jean Redpath: ‘Thank goodness this is 
recognised well done.

There was also further comment on 
the opposition to 44 new homes at 
Lonan Drive in Oban, after the plan-
ning application was withdrawn.
Morven Hunter: ‘The land that the 

houses are proposed to be built on 
is one of the only green spaces that 
people can safely walk through in that 
area. It is full of wildlife such as bats, 
birds, deer and squirrels all of which 
will be lost if it’s developed.’
Frances Black: ‘I think more homes 
are needed I know what it was like to 
be desperate to get a house saying this 
I just live round the corner from where 
they plan to build the homes are much 
needed these days.’
Jane Boyle: ‘Oban needs a workforce 
and a workforce needs places to live.’

Press policy Your letters
WE AT The Oban Times en-
deavour to ensure that all our 
reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’  
Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 

let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephoning the editor 
on 01631 568046; writing to 
the Editor at The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. Howev-
er, if you are unsatisfied with 

our response, you can contact 
IPSO, which will investigate 
the matter. You can either tele-
phone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 
or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints 
from the public about the edito-
rial content of newspapers and 
magazines.

We will abide by the decision 
of IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 300 
words in length for publication 
on this page. 

The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names 
and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, 
to indicate good faith. 

A daytime telephone number 

is also required for verification.  
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be 
printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.
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seafood heaven in

hidden gem
fi nd a

The warmest of welcomes. Stunning 
lochside bedrooms. Plus the 
freshest of local produce, simply 
cooked to perfection and served 
with our unbeatable view. 

01631 730302 
www.pierhousehotel.co.uk

Port Appin, Argyll
PA38 4DE 

hotel &
seafood restaurant

The warmest of welcomes. Stunning 

The Pierhouse Hotel's head chef, 
Sergejs Savickis, wins prestigious 
Young Chef of the Year 2018 award 
at the Scottish Food Awards' 
spring gala event held recently 
in Edinburgh. Nick Horne, owner 
of The Pierhouse said: ‘It was a 
fantastic night – the highlight, 
of course, was to see Sergejs 
receiving the Young Chef of the 
Year award. We are delighted that 
Sergejs has received recognition 
for his hard work and creativity.’

Sergejs has been at The Pierhouse 
Hotel and Seafood Restaurant in 
Port Appin since Hogmanay 2015 
and became head chef in autumn 
2017. Sergejs loves the west coast 
and the abundance of seafood 
available on our doorstep. When 
asked what inspires him, Sergejs 
said the answer was simple – the 
seasons in� uence every dish he 
makes, as Sergejs brings together 
the freshest, local produce each 
season has to o� er to create 

delicious dishes with � avours that 
work beautifully together.

The Pierhouse Hotel
Port Appin
www.pierhousehotel.co.uk
01631 730302

Young Pierhouse chef 
scoops food award

ADVERTORIAL

This week is an historic occasion in The Oban 
Times' 157-year history.

Over the years the newspaper has seen many 
changes – starting out in life as an A6 monthly 
magazine to the broadsheet newspaper you 
hold in your hands today.

But today’s broadsheet is special, because it 
is the very last one to be printed in this format. 
In fact, this week’s Lochaber Times & Oban 
Times is the last broadsheet weekly newspaper 
published in Scotland.

From June 7, just to prove that great things 
come in small packages, we are changing our 
format from broadsheet to compact, heralding 
a bold and exciting new era for your favourite 
local paper.

Why have we done this now, you may ask? 
Very simply, you told us to.

We carried out a reader survey last year and 
from almost 1,000 responses 94 per cent of 
readers said that a change in format would 
either encourage them to read the paper more 
often or would make no difference to their 
reading habits. You spoke and we listened.

We appreciate that change can sometimes 
bring uncertainty, but you can be assured that 
the new-look Lochaber Times & Oban Times 
will carry all your favourite features, with a few 
more surprises introduced along the way.

We will continue to champion everything that 
is good in Fort William and Lochaber, as well 
as keep our readers as informed as they have 
always been. We will just do it in a lot more 
pages and with a fresh new look!

We hope you like what you see next week, 
and we would value your feedback on the 
changes, so please drop us an email to fort@
obantimes.co.uk and let us know what you 
think of the new format.

History in the making

For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter

Established 1861  No 8409 Thursday 31 May, 2018 www.lochabertimes.co.uk 90 pence

LOCHABER TIMES
& Oban Times

POLICE Scotland has 
confirmed that a man will 
be reported in connection 
with a wildfire on Skye on 
Sunday.

Officers worked with 
partners in the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service to 
tackle multiple fires in the 
Skye, Lochalsh and Wester 
Ross areas at the weekend.

The 49-year-old man 
will be reported to the 
procurator fiscal in relation 
to the fire near Sligachan on 
Skye, which was called in to 
emergency services shortly 
after 10am and was finally 
brought under control 
around 12 hours later.

Police inquiries are 
ongoing to establish the 
cause of all of the fires 
and Inspector Lynda 
Allan said it was thanks to 
the tireless work of retained 
and full-time firefighters 
that the fires had been 
brought under control with 
no injuries or significant 
damage to property.

‘I would urge people to 
enjoy the fine weather we’ve 
been experiencing responsi-
bly,’ she added.

‘Conditions are extremely 
dry in the Highlands so 
please be very careful if 
discarding cigarettes or 
using naked flames.

‘Police Scotland will 
continue to thoroughly 
investigate the cause of 
wildfires and report anyone 
found to be responsible to 
the procurator fiscal.’

Man 
reported 
over Skye 
wildfi re 

Three pupils from Inverlochy Primary School provide some welcome shelter from this week’s scorching temperatures for a 
four-legged friend during the annual inter-schools sports day at Claggan Park on Tuesday. Earlier in the day there was a swimming 
gala and prize-giving at the leisure centre, as well as a prize-giving after the sports. We will have a special picture spread from the 

event in next week’s issue. Photograph: ABrightside Photogrpahy

It’s the dog days of summer across Lochaber!

GFG’s French deal secures 
Fort wheels plant expertise
STEEL tycoon Sanjeev Gupta’s 
GFG Alliance has succeeded in 
its bid to acquire French alloy 
wheels business AR Industries, 
in a deal that secures the techni-
cal expertise needed to support 
GFG’s plans for its 425-job alloy 
wheels plant at Fort William.

Announcing the successful 
acquisition this week, the com-
pany said it was a key part of the 
British-owned group’s expansion 
into France, which also includes 
its acquisition of the Rio Tinto 
smelter at Dunkirk.

Tuesday’s ruling by the court of 
administration in Orleans, in the 
French region of Centre-Val de 
Loire, means that  Liberty – part 
of the GFG Alliance – can now 
put in place a comprehensive 
three-year recovery plan for the 
ARI site at Châteauroux, in-
cluding investments in advanced 
manufacturing equipment, 
improvements in safety and 
quality standards and growing its 
customer base.

The acquisition of ARI, which 
produces wheels for Renault/
Nissan and PSA, would both 
mirror and work in parallel with 
Liberty’s planned wheels facto-
ry next to its aluminium smelter 
in Fort William.

Liberty aims to supply UK vehi-
cle makers with up to 25 per cent 
of total domestic demand from 
the Lochaber plant.

The latest French acquisition 
marks a further expansion of 
GFG’s presence in the global 
automotive sector and is the 
latest step in the group’s strategy 
to establish a major industrial 
presence in France.

It follows the recent announce-
ment that the UK group is also 
buying  Aluminium Dunkerque, 
Europe’s largest aluminium 
smelter, from Rio Tinto.

Speaking to the Lochaber Times 
yesterday (Wednesday), Eoghan 
Mortell, a spokesman for Liberty, 
said the ARI deal will almost 
certainly see French personnel 
making regular visits to Lochaber.

‘Their specialist expertise will 
be invaluable in helping the Loch-
aber alloy wheels plant get off to a 
flying start and I’d think it highly 
likely staff from the French alloy 
wheels plant will make regular 
visits to Fort William as our plant 
there progresses,’ he said.

‘The Lochaber plant has plan-
ning permission and what we are 
doing now is working through the 
various conditions attached to 
that. 

‘The French experts coming in 
will then help us get the plant off 
the ground.’

The plan for the ARI plant, 
which has capacity to make two 
million alloy wheels a year, will 
save around 350 jobs and hun-
dreds more in the supply chain 
and regional economy, and has 
been made possible by commit-
ments, secured by GFG, from 
major French car manufacturers.

Speaking about the court rul-
ing, GFG executive chairman Mr 
Gupta said it was a very positive 
result, not just for the business 
but first and foremost for the 
workforce at ARI.

‘We’ve been very clear that 
France is one of the world’s great 
industrial economies and a key 
market for us. ARI is a perfect fit 
for our business and our invest-
ment strategy for France.

‘We want to create the kind of 

£182,000 for new Mallaig ice plant
A GRANT of more than 
£182,000 has been announced 
for the purchase and installation 
of a new ice plant at Mallaig Har-
bour as part of a government aid 
package to help support coastal 
communities.

More than £6.9 million in total 
– from the sixth round of Eu-
ropean and Maritime Fisheries 
Fund (EMFF) grants – will be 
invested in 107 projects across 
Scotland to also help fishing 
fleets land and sell their catch.

The £182,587 for the new 
ice plant at Mallaig Harbour, 
which has a total project cost of 
£365,175, will create a facility 
to protect the quality of catch 
landing in the west coast.

Robert Macmillan, chief 
executive of Mallaig Harbour 
Authority, said the provision of 
ice was a key component to al-
low the Mallaig fleet to operate, 
by ensuring that the quality of 
catches was maintained.

‘Assistance through the 
EMFF is crucial in supporting 
the costs for key harbour infra-
structure and we are grateful 
for the £182,587 award,’ said 
Mr Macmillan. ‘Without this 
funding, the provision of this 
key component in the supply 
chain would be in doubt.’

Around 83 individual vessels 
will also receive funding to 
upgrade their monitoring 
or storage systems, or to put 

towards new fishing gear, while 
Seafood Scotland will be award-
ed £526,602 to help the sector 
break into new export markets.

Announcing the grants at the 
annual Skippers Expo in Aber-
deen last week, Fisheries Sec-
retary Fergus Ewing said: ‘The 
range of projects this investment 
is benefiting shows exactly how 
reliant our coastal communities 
are on this European funding 
stream.

‘Where the UK Government 
has provided options, these 
are light on detail and full of 
potential pitfalls. They must 
quickly clarify these options and 
guarantee fishing communities 
will not lose out on the oppor-

tunities, which a clear funding 
decision offers them.  Planning 
for the future must start now 
with the Scottish Government 
fully involved.’

And Patrick Hughes, chief ex-
ecutive Seafood Scotland, add-
ed: ‘Securing EMFF funding 
is vitally important to showcase 
Scotland’s acclaimed seafood 
products and our ambitious ex-
porters. This funding will enable 
Seafood Scotland to support our 
seafood companies from across 
the seafood supply chain. This 
EU funding and ultimately the 
support it provides can make 
a real difference to companies 
looking to make important 
connections with global buyers.’

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

sustainable, vertically-integrated 
structure in France that we’ve 
successfully established in other 
markets – a structure based on 

adding value and safeguarding 
skilled jobs.’

Chief executive of Liberty In-
dustries Group Douglas Dawson 

added: ‘This is a great outcome 
and a very important acquisition 
for Liberty. It represents a key step 
in our growing and continuing 

plans to be a vertically-integrated 
global, relevant and strategic tier 
one supplier to the engineering 
and auto sectors.’

23rd & 24th June 2018

A brand NEW music festival in Arisaig 

specialising in Old Time, Bluegrass, 

Newgrass and Alternative Country! 

Featuring

THE JELLYMAN’S DAUGHTER 
CROW COUNTY PICKERS 

THE WYNNTOWN MARSHALS 
THE DADDY NAGGINS

Free workshops
Festival Concert (23rd)

Big Bluegrass Jam (24th)

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW!
For full information visit 

www.arisaigamericana.com

THE IDEAL GIFT...
Scottish Calendars 2019

ORDER ONLINE AT 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, 
FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, 
Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

Enjoy Scotland at its 
best all year round 

with our selection of 
stunning calendars. 

To see all the 
images from our 
2019 range visit: 

www.
scottishcalendars.

co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT 

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

Thursday 31 May, 2018 www.lochabertimes.co.uk

ALSO WIN
A pair of tickets 
to the 178th Royal 
Highland Show
 FULL DETAILS INSIDE 

WIN A PRICELESS ARGYLL EXPERIENCE 
with #myargyll

A once-in-a-lifetime autumn break for two people 
on the Isle of Islay is up for grabs in our exciting new competition

Get your FIRST EVER 
compact edition of

The longest serving 
member of sta�  at 

The Oban Times, Davie 
Buchanan, was given the 
privilege of outputting 
the very last front page 
of the newspaper in its 

broadsheet format.
Davie, who has worked 

for The Oban Times 
for 53 years, said he 

would � nd the day an 
emotional one after such 

long service. 

June 7, 2018

FW
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Sport

Golf

Girls’ primary shinty

Lottery

Athletics

Ten-pin bowling

Football

Lochaber club 
lotteries

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday May 31 2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 00.39 1.0 06.25 3.7 13.00 1.0  18.48 3.9
Fri 01.16 1.1 07.00 3.6 13.35 1.1  19.23 3.8
Sat 01.53 1.3 07.35 3.5 14.12 1.3  19.59 3.7
Sun 02.32 1.4 08.11 3.4 14.50 1.4  20.38 3.5
Mon 03.14 1.6 08.48 3.2 15.30 1.6  21.19 3.3
Tues 04.01 1.8 09.30 3.0 16.14 1.7  22.08 3.2
Wed 04.56 1.9 10.23 2.9 17.07 1.8  23.10 3.1            
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay ModerateFRIDAY

7
21

20

Thursday Cloudy
 Light winds from the north north east
 Temperatures 22°C to 14ºC
Friday Cloudy
 Light winds from the south, south east
 Temperatures 21°C to 13ºC

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Breezy from the west
 Temperatures 20°C to 13ºC

Ten pin bowling 
singles results

AFTER week nine of the ten 
pin bowling singles leagues at 
The Nevis Centre in Fort Wil-
liam Brian Johnstone continues 
to lead the scratch league with 
125 points followed by Pam 
Weller on 104 and Iain Gregor 
on 89 points. Brian Johnstone 
also still leads the handicap 
league with 112 points followed 
by Steve Day on 98 points and 
Iain Gregor on 95 points.

Brian Johnstone still leads the 
chase for the Nevis Radio High 
Pin Trophy with 4,223 pins 
followed by Iain Gregor second 
with 3,708 and Steve Day in 
third with 3,644 pins.

Positions may change after 
next week’s final games when 
all players will drop their worst 
week so that only their best nine 
out of ten weeks will count.

The top individual scratch 
game this week came from 
Ben Weller with a 182. Tony 
Whitelocke had games of 181 
and 170 whilst Pam Weller had 
a 181 and John Weller had a 
171. Tony Whitelocke also had 
the top handicap game with 
225. The highest three-game 
scratch series of the week came 
from Tony Whitelocke with 495 
closely followed by Pam Weller 
with 494 and Ben Weller with 
460. Tony Whitelocke also had 
the best three-game handicap 
series of 627 followed by Pam 
Weller with 614 and John Weller 
with 597.

THIS week’s Fort William Golf 
Club lotto numbers were 4, 8 
and 10. There was no winner so 
the jackpot for the draw today 
(Thursday May 31) will be £900.

Numbers drawn in the Caol 
Regeneration lotto were 4, 17 
and 19. There was one winner 
this week, Betty Liddell, who 
won the £200 jackpot. The prize 
for next week will be £100.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s 
lottery numbers for this week 
were 8, 18 and 19.

There were no winners this 
week. Next week’s draw will 
have a prize of £1,800.

Caol Community Centre’s bin-
go lotto numbers for this week 
were 6, 8 and 9. There were no 
winners this week so next week’s 
jackpot will be £1,300.

Lochaber Rotary Club AM AM 
raises thousands for charity
ON A BRILLIANTLY sunny 
Sunday morning, just under 20 
teams teed off on the Rotary 
Club of Lochaber’s annual AM-
AM golf competition at Fort 
William Golf Club.

This was the 18th year of 
the event and, thanks to the 
generosity of local business 
sponsorship, the total amount 
raised to date is now more than 
£65,000. The main sponsors this 
year were Marine Harvest and 
John McLellan & Co, Funeral 
Director.

Rotary president Donald 
McCorkindale said: ‘We are 
extremely grateful to our spon-
sors and to Fort William Golf 
Club for allowing us to use their 
course for this annual compe-
tition. It is a major fund raiser 
for our charity programme and 
enables us to support numerous 
good causes in Lochaber. I 
would like to emphasise that, 
thanks to our own members 
donating their time and or-
ganisational skills, we have no 
administrative overheads and 
that every single penny is used 
for local charities and worthy 
causes.’

After the prizes had been pre-
sented, tournament co-ordina-
tor and past-president, Donald 
Young thanked the sponsors, 
the golf club and the Rotarians 
and helpers that made the tour-
nament a resounding success.

‘Most importantly, we thank 
the competitors who support 
us year-on-year and make it 
possible for the Rotary Club 
to support so many worthwhile 
local causes,’ added Mr Young. 
‘Our raffle alone raised nearly 
£500 and, taken altogether, 
we have now raised more than 
£65,000 over the 18 years of the 
tournament.’

The Rotary Club AM-AM was 
played with the following result:

Winners: Bald Eagles (John 
Stewart, Ian Lamont, Mark 
Graham and Martin Graham), 
125.

Runners-up: Bar Stewards 
(James Duncan, Ian Robertson, 
Alan Overend and Graham 
Worsdall), 125.

Third: The Auld Boys (Keith 
Sangster, Jason Wallace, Phil 
Bradley and Robert McCover), 
126.

Yellow ball: Marine Harvest 
(Steven Jamieson, Davie 
MacGillivray, Chris Ryan and 
Willie McCann), 79.

First ladies: Rosie’s Renegades 
(Ann Lovatt, Kathleen Leitch, 
Hazel Cameron and Rosie 
Macintyre), 139.

First visitors: Spean Comman-
dos (Aeleen Campbell, Scott 
Donald, Charlie Donaldson and 
Ian MacFarlane), 140.

Nearest the pin at the third 
hole: J Jordan. Nearest the pin 
at the sixth hole: Davy Laing.

The winners of this year’s Rotary Club AM-AM competition at Fort William Golf Club.  Photo: Iain Ferguson, Alba.photos.

Nearest the pin at the 12th hole: 
James Macintyre. Nearest the 
pin at the 16th hole: S Duncan.

Longest drive, men: Peter 
Laing.  Longest drive, ladies: 
Rosie Macintyre.

There was plenty of action in 
other competitions last week at 

Fort William Golf Club.
On Tuesday May 22, the 

Wolveryton Trophy was played 
with the following result:

Winner: Graeme Worsdall, 
net  44 (51 – 7). Runner-up: 
Michael Rodger, net 45 (54 – 
9).Third: Stephen Howden, net 

45 (53 – 8). On Saturday May 26 
the Craig Paterson Trophy was 
played with the following result: 
Winner: Willie McCann, net 
70 (84 – 14). Runner-up: Keith 
Duncan, net 71 (80 – 9). Third: 
Alan Overend, net 73 (85 – 12).

Ladies: On Tuesday May 22 a 

12-hole Stableford competition 
was played with the following 
result: Winner: Helen Brian, 26 
points. Runner-up: Ann Lovatt, 
20 points.

Fort William host annual awards night
FORT William Football Club marked the close 
of the 2017/18 season on Saturday as it hosted 
its annual awards evening to recognise the hard 
work and endeavours of the team.

Players, management and club officials met at 
the Fort William Railway Club to look back on 
the highlights of last season, which saw the team 
finish at the foot of the Highland League table.

The award winners were as follows: Player of the 

year - Lewis Campbell;  Most improved player of 
the year - Stephen Lopez; Top scorer -  John Treas-
urer; and Young player of the year - Jack Lingard.

The players are taking a well-earned break from 
competitive football after a long season and will 
begin pre-season training ahead of the start of the 
new season in August.

Fort William FC recently held their annual awards night. The various winners, from left, were: Top 
goalscorer - John Treasurer; Player of the Year - Lewis Campbell; Most Improved Player - Stephen

 Lopez. Young Player of the Year, not pictured,  was  Jack Lingard.

AS the sun shone down on Loch-
aber, the Women’s Camanachd 
Association hosted its second 
National All Girls’ Primary 
Shinty Festival at Lochaber 
High School on Saturday.

The association was delighted 
to host 15 teams from as far 
afield as Aberdour and Skye, 
playing in three different cate-
gories: P1-3, P4-7 and P1-7.

The day was all about fun 
and getting the girls playing 
shinty and so, alongside the 
league games, there were ‘skills 
and drills’, with shooting, an 
obstacle course and a keepy-up 
competition for the girls to take 
part in.

A referee’s course was run by 
Katie Drain from the Cama-
nachd Association earlier in the 

Glorious sunshine for Women’s 
Camanachd primary festival

The girls who took part in the National Girls’ Primary Shinty Festival at Lochaber High School. 
Photo: Anthony MacMillan.

day and the newly qualified girls 
took charge of the games.

Although the day was focused 
around participation, there were 
several awards on offer; in the 
P1-3 section Portree came away 
with the ‘team of the day’ award 
and Lochaber’s Rosie Servant 
won the ‘girl of the festival’.

Ardnamurchan won the ‘team 
of the day’ award in the P4-7 
section and Bethany MacIntosh 
from South Skye won the ‘girl of 
the festival’.

In the P1-7 section, Mallaig 
and District came out winners 
of the ‘team of the day’ and 
Nicola Duncan from Oban’s 
Park Primary School won the 
‘girl of the festival’.

WCA president Lisa MacColl 
was delighted with the day and 

was very impressed by the skills 
on show from the young girls 
throughout the day. 

Lisa thanked all the girls, 
coaches and volunteers for all 
their hard work in making today 
happen.

The ‘skills and drills’ winners 
were: Shooting competition 
- P1-3 - Olivia (Lochaber); 
P4/5 - Isla (Portree); P6/7 Orla 
(Mallaig and District).

Keepy-ups: P1-3 Leah (Por-
tree); P4/5 Emma (Mallaig and 
District); P6/7 Ellie (Lochaber).

Obstacle course: P1-3 Brooke 
(Lochaber); P4/5 Katie (Por-
tree); P6/7 Hannah (South Skye).

Parkrun for NHS 
70th birthday

FORT William parkrun at Nevis 
Range will be one of hundreds 
of ‘parkruns’ around the UK 
to host a special NHS birthday 
celebration event a week on 
Saturday, June 9.

The initiative, known as 
‘parkrun for the NHS,’ aims to 
recognise the contribution of 
the NHS to the health of the 
nation and inspire people to 
take part in physical activity and 
volunteering.

Fort William parkrun is a free 
5k event that takes place every 
Saturday morning at 9.30am.

 On June 9 participants are 
being encouraged to dress up 
as doctors, nurses or healthcare 
staff, if they wish, but it is not 
compulsory.


