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Public have say over Ganavan
PLANS to lease land at Gana-
van Sands are for the benefit 
of everyone in Oban, council-
lors told a public meeting on 
Monday.

Standing before a 30-strong 
audience in the town’s Phoe-
nix Cinema, Councillor Roddy 
McCuish said he was grateful 
to Oban Community Council 
for the invitation to answer 
questions.

‘We’re residents of Oban,’ he 
said. ‘We want to do the best 
for Oban. If you think we’re 
doing something horrible, 

tell us.’ He confirmed Argyll 
and Bute Council planned to 
lease, not sell, a piece of land 
at Ganavan. 

A member of the public 
countered that Ganavan 
belonged to the MacDougalls 
of Dunollie who handed it to 
the council in the 1920s, ‘with 
the provision it was wholly for 
the benefit of the people’. He 
added: ‘Can we be reassured 
whatever this land will be for, 
it will be for the benefit of the 
people of Oban?’

Councillor McCuish re-
sponded: ‘I am convinced it 
will be. It will be the council-
lors’ decision.’ 

Another audience member 
advised: ‘The pavilion is sorely 
missed. It was well used. It 
would be ideal to build some-
thing to bring that back, for 
tea, coffee, ice-creams ...’ 

Councillor McCuish agreed, 
saying the lack of showers and 
changing rooms for the shinty 
pitch was ‘disgraceful’. 

Another person added: ‘It’s 
hard to keep a good business 
the whole year round. You 
need to guarantee people are 
going to go. If you’re spending 
a lot of money, you have to 
guarantee people are going to 
come all the time.’ 

Mr McCuish replied: ‘I’d 

look for a guarantee toilets are 
open all year round. You can 
put conditions on the planning 
applications. It’s a business 
decision. All we’re doing is 
leasing a piece of land. If 
people don’t want to lease it, 
it’s entirely up to them.

‘It will not be houses. It won’t 
be a nightclub. Ganavan will 
never be like Blackpool.’ 

A resident said extra traffic 
would bring disturbance and 
asked if there was an upgrade 
planned for Ganavan Road. Mr 
McCuish replied: ‘That road 
will be dressed and chipped in 
two weeks. It’s a cheap option, 
but it has to be done.’

SANDY NEIL
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Call for SSE to shed light 
on giant energy project

RESIDENTS of Oban North and 
Lorn go to the polls next week 
to elect a new councillor. The 
contest for the seat on Argyll 
and Bute Council has four con-
tenders. Meet the candidates 
on page 15.

Sta�  at ferry � rm CalMac were on the crest of a wave last week after learning the company had won the eight-year contract 
ahead of rival Serco to provide services on the Clyde and to the Hebridean islands. Among those cheering the news in Oban were 

Martin Sutherland, James Stephen, Cameron MacCuish and Liam Walker. Full story plus reaction on page two.

Reasons to be cheerful for CalMac workers

Drop-in 
plan for 
hospice
OBAN Hospice is taking inspi-
ration from Maggie’s Centres for 
its planned new drop-in service.

Board members for the Oban 
charity visited the Maggie’s at 
Glasgow’s Gartnavel hospital 
and, at their AGM on Monday, 
chairman David Entwistle said 
they would like the hospice centre 
to be a similarly ‘bright, colourful, 
optimistic place offering practi-
cal, emotional and spiritual care’.

Mr Entwistle told the meeting 
that, having a net income of just 
over £9,000 this year, the hospice 
group feels it is in a good position 
to start renting a building.

However, finding a suitable 
location is a ‘stumbling block’ 
as there are practical challenges 
finding an accessible building 
that would work for the needs of 
those using the hospice.

He also explained the reason 
behind the change of plan from 
having beds to being a day 
centre is the result of a meeting 
with health service staff at which 
it was agreed the priority should 
be helping as many community 
members as possible.

The board plans to employ a 
co-ordinator to run the centre 
when a location is found and 
hopes to have volunteers help-
ing out and people coming in 
to offer therapies and support.

By-election vote 
is now imminent

COMMUNITIES have to wake 
up to Scottish and Southern 
Energy’s (SSE) gamble to turn 
north Argyll into a more profita-
ble environment for wind farms.

Finlay McFee, an auditor living 
in Kilchrenan, told a meeting of 
Avich and Kilchrenan Commu-
nity Council last week that his 
month-long dialogue with SSE 
had presented more questions 
than answers.

He said: ‘The first phase is 
to discover the plan because it 
affects everyone in Argyll.’

The energy supplier plans to 
construct a new north Argyll 
substation in ‘an area north of 
Inveraray and to the west of the 
A819 and east of Ardbrecknish, 
to enable renewable energy proj-
ects to connect to the electricity 
network’. 

SSE is also proposing to up-
grade its overhead line between 
the proposed north Argyll and 
existing Taynuilt substations 
and create a new 275kV over-
head line connecting north 
Argyll to the existing substation 
in Dalmally.

But Mr McFee wants SSE to 
reveal its bigger picture. 

He said: ‘These lines work in 
both directions. So far we’ve 
needed power in. What about 
the output? This is certainly a 
major commercial decision to 
create a market for wind farm 
generation in Argyll. This is a 
world first, uncharted territory 
for all of us – SSE included. 

‘We’re still in the consultation 
phase. We have a right to know 
what this project is about. If I 
understand the convention, it’s 

not a right to be involved in the 
decision-making – it’s a right 
to be given the facts. We want 
a public explanation of what 
they’re trying to do, what choic-
es they made, why they’re doing 
things there.’

Mr McFee hoped the facts 
could be compiled into a report 
to be distributed to Argyll com-
munity councils. 

‘This is a giant network,’ he 
said. ‘Half the community coun-
cils are affected. If we’re all kept 
in the dark, we end up making 
nimby objections and there’s a 
whole lot more to it than that. 

‘What they’ve done is slice it 
up into small, not so meaningful 
components. They’ve got an ele-
phant – and they’re only showing 
us one leg of it. We don’t want 
to be stitched up. We want to see 
the whole truth.’ 

Holding up SSE’s plan, Mr Mc-
Fee said: ‘The way this is pitched 
is ‘this is what we’ve decided, 
and we’re going to tell you about 
it.’ They’re planning to build a 
substation on the hill above you  
the size of 10 football pitches.’ 

The meeting gasped. ‘They’ve 
already decided they’re going 
for the big one, which entails 
bigger risks. The questions this 
opens are colossal.’

Community councillor Chris -
tine Metcalfe said many commu-
nities had yet to wake up to the 
project’s implications and the 
community council co-opted Mr 
McFee and gave him a mandate 
to continue his investigations.

SSE sought residents’ views 
on the substation and overhead 
lines at exhibitions in Inveraray, 
Dalmally, Taynuilt, Kilchrenan 
and Portsonochan in March and 
in a consultation in April. 

Oban High is struggling 
to recruit quality teachers

SPORT
• Shinty
• Football
• Golf

• Rugby
• Rallying
• Equestrian

Dee could 
be SRU 
president

Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant

More than just beautiful Seafood

  Overlooking the harbour 
Gallanach Road • Oban • 01631 562087

www.manorhouseoban.com
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Hugh Smith’s letter from ISLAY
Carraigh Fhada 
lighthouse
FIRST-TIME visitors to Islay sailing 
into the ferry terminal at Port Ellen 
cannot fail to be impressed by the 
square-shaped lighthouse which 
stands on Carraig Fhada overlooking 
Kilnaughton Bay.

It was commissioned and built in 
1832 by Walter Frederick Campbell, 
the island’s last Campbell laird, in 
memory of his � rst wife, Lady Eleanor, 
after whom the village of Port Ellen is 
named.

Lady Eleanor’s death at the age of 36 
came as a heavy blow to her husband, 
who greatly supported and cared for 
her during bouts of mental illness.

The lighthouse construction was 
carried out by David Hamilton, a lead-
ing architect in the west of Scotland 
for more than half a century until his 
death in 1843. Hamilton also designed 
and built the marble dual burial 
chambers within the Bowmore Round 
Church and one of these became the 
last resting place of Lady Eleanor.

Lady Eleanor, nee Charteris, was a 

daughter of the 8th Earl of Wemyss 
and, in honour of his father-in-law, 
Walter Frederik renamed the Rhinns 
village of Bun Othan as Wemysshav-
en.  It was later changed to the less 
burdensome Port Wemyss.

The island laird planned to be buried 
alongside his � rst wife in the Bowmore 
church but changing family fortunes 

saw him spending his � nal years on 
the continent. He died in France in 
1855 and is buried at Avranches in 
Normandy.

The Carraig Fhada lighthouse passed 
into the control of the Northern Light-
house Board in 1924 and a number 
of improvements were carried out. 
Above the main entrance is a plaque 

which extols the virtues of Lady 
Eleanor in what could now be best de-
scribed as distinctly over-pious prose.

Nonagenarian singer
MANY happy returns were the order 
of the day at Portnahaven two weeks 
ago when the veteran Mòd gold 
medallist and village resident Donald 
M MacLeod celebrated his 90th birth-
day.

Donald was born in Glasgow on May 
11, 1926, but was soon back in the 
Rhinns village where he has spent his 
boyhood and adult life.

A Gaelic-speaking community saw 
him developing a lifelong interest in 
the language and songs of the Gaels. 
His singing career began in 1939 when 
he took � rst place in the junior section 
at the island provincial Mòd. 

This success was repeated 10 
years later in the senior section and, 
following national service in the 
RAF, he joined the Gaelic choir at the 
neighbouring village of Port 
Charlotte.

The choir’s National Mòd success 
greatly encouraged Donald and he 

went on to win the gold medal at the 
National Mòd in Rothesay in 1952. 
And so began a busy singing career 
which brought pleasure to thousands. 

He appeared regularly at Highland 
gatherings in such venues as the St 
Andrew’s Halls and has also shared 
his talents with audiences in London, 
Ireland, Canada and the USA.

In his early singing career his records 
were among the best-sellers, and he 
was often heard on Scottish-themed 
programmes on Radio Luxembourg.

Although now retired from public 
singing, he is among the most re-
quested performers to be heard on 
the BBC Radio nan Gàidheal weekly 
request programme Na Dùrachdan.

A recent CD compilation of songs 
recorded by Donald over a long career 
was eagerly snapped up with the pro-
ceeds going to the Islay and Jura Sick 
Children’s Fund.    

Donald’s contribution to the world 
of Gaelic song was justi� ably rec-
ognised when he was inducted into 
the Scottish Traditional Music Hall of 
Fame.

Everyone joins me in wishing 
Donald many happy returns and we 

greet his wife Katie who has always 
been a source of encouragement and 
support. Slàinte!

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay PA43 7JX. Tel: 01496 810658.

Mòd gold medallist Donald M 
MacLeod.

Carraig Fhada lighthouse was built in memory of Lady Eleanor Campbell.

CalMac ferry contract win 
fi nds favour across region 
THERE has been widespread 
support for the decision to 
award the £900 million contract 
to operate the Clyde and Hebri-
des Ferry Network to CalMac.

The contract was announced 
last Thursday following months 
of uncertainty.

The publicly-owned compa-
ny’s bid, which included 350 
commitments to improve ser-
vices, was preferred by Trans-
port Scotland and the eight-year 
contract will start on October 1.

After the announcement by 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon, 
several statements of support 
commending the decision were 
made public.

Argyll and Bute contains more 
ferry routes than any other area 
in Scotland. 

The area’s MSP, Michael 
Russell, said: ‘I am absolutely 
delighted that CalMac has won 
the tender and I congratulate 
the whole company but particu-
larly the CEO Martin Dorches-
ter, who ran the bid team. 

‘It has presented a compelling 

and comprehensive case for 
continuation of the company 
as the key ferry provider in 
Scotland.  

‘I am sure the vast majority 
of my constituents will be as 
pleased as I am, as will the staff 
who work so hard, in all weath-
ers, to provide lifeline services.

‘I look forward to working 
with the company, as an MSP 
with a huge reliance on ferries, 
to ensure constant improvement 
and this award is, therefore, the 
start of a process, not the end of 
one.’

Brendan O’Hara, Argyll and 
Bute MP, said: ‘I am delighted 
to hear that CalMac has been 
successful in its bid for the 
Hebridean and West Coast 
ferry contract.  Our constitu-
ency contains a great number 
of lifeline routes, which will 
continue to keep our island 
communities connected to the 
mainland and present excellent 
value for money.  

‘For the staff who work on 
these ferries day in day out, 
in the most challenging of 
conditions, this must be a huge 
relief.  The biggest victory in 

this process has been securing 
vital local jobs within local 
communities.

‘While this tendering process 
has been fraught with diffi-
culties and controversy; it was 
a process that was necessary 
under EU law.  However, this 
process has proven that a pub-
licly-owned operation can com-
pete effectively in a highly-com-
petitive market while delivering 
value for money, investment and 
supporting integrated island 
and rural communities. 

‘Part of this bid includes a 
pledge to increase traffic by 
10 per cent, which can only 
continue to benefit those com-
munities, together with the pro-
posed community engagement 
schemes. 

‘We should also recognise the 
vast support CalMac has with 
the wider public and to the staff 
who consistently provide an 
excellent service onboard. Our 
services have been secured for 
the benefit of everyone – and 
particularly our islanders – for 
the next eight years and I look 
forward to continuing my con-
stituency duties with the help 

and dedication of the staff at 
CalMac.’

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MP 
Angus MacNeil said: ‘I am 
absolutely delighted that the 
contract has been awarded to 
CalMac. Many of CalMac’s 
crews had told me of their 
nervousness about this process 
and what it could have meant 
for their jobs or terms and 
conditions, so for them this will 
be a big relief. CalMac must 
continue to serve the islands as 
best it can and improve services 
where possible.

‘Earlier this week CalMac 
announced its plan to introduce 
online booking for foot passen-
gers and e-ticketing which is a 
very positive step forward.’

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
leader, Councillor Angus 
Campbell, said: ‘We welcome 
the proposal to award the 
contract to CalMac and look 
forward to building on good 
working relationships with man-
agement and staff in the firm.  

‘We particularly welcome a 
number of the pledges made 
by the company as part of their 
bid, in particular the provision 

of more opportunities for local 
employment, including more 
apprenticeships, the creation 
of a new director of community 
and stakeholder engagement 
post and a communities board 
to better involve communities 
in investment and services de-
cisions, and the introduction of 
smart and integrated ticketing 
systems on key routes.

‘We will continue with our 
campaign for more manage-
ment and administration roles 
associated with the ferry servic-
es to be based in the islands and 
look forward to working with 
CalMac and Scottish ministers 
to that effect. The importance 
of these lifeline services to the 
communities and the businesses 
of the Outer Hebrides cannot 
and should not be under-esti-
mated.’

Kevin Hobbs, CEO of CMAL, 
which owns the ferries and 
infrastucture, said: ‘We have 
worked with CalMac Ferries 
Ltd over the first nine years of 
this service and we look forward 
to continuing our working rela-
tionship when the formal pro-
curement process is concluded.’

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

HAVE YOUR SAY CalMac’s contract success

John Stewart, of George 
Street Fish and Chip Shop:
‘The announcement was good. 
I’m for CalMac. As long as the 
tourists are well looked after, 
as long as they are encouraged 
to come to Oban and as long 
as they continue to get a good 
experience, that is all that 
matters.’

Allan Strang, 30, who runs 
Allan’s Seal Trip:
‘I am pleased. I’m glad it didn’t 
go to Serco as they would have 
made cuts. So I’m very pleased 
with the outcome. It’s another 
good thing the SNP have done. 
The next eight years are going 
to be good. If Serco got it, they 
would have tried to push a lot 
of people like me out by putting 
the prices up for using the pier.’

Kara Willis, 17, from Lismore, 
who works for MacGillivray’s 
Seafood, travels to and from 
Lismore every day and she 
said that she is happy with the 
current service:
‘I think it is really good that 
CalMac got the contract because 
they do a good job and the 
service is good at the moment. 
I haven’t really heard anything 
good about Serco. I think they 
probably would have made cuts 
to everything.’

Community councillor Sean 
MacIntyre:
‘I was de� nitely supporting 
CalMac all the way. They create 
local jobs. It’s fantastic news that 
there are now two ferries going 
to Mull. If Serco were to get the 
contract, I think somewhere 
down the road the contract 
would have been up for renewal 
and a lot of local jobs would 
have been pushed out. The 
locals have a secure future for 
the next eight years.’

Jim Lynch, from Oban:
‘Giving CalMac the contract 
was a good idea. They have a 
proven track record and have 
served us well. They are part of 
the town. I think there would 
have been a lot of disruption, 
uncertainty and fear if Serco was 
awarded the contract. It’s better 
to have someone you know. The 
eight-year contract gives CalMac 
a long-term plan to invest in 
better services to help the island 
communities.’

Marine 
Harvest 
boost for 
aquaculture 
studies

Mentoring role 
for Mull diver

Fishing industry 
welcomes new 
appointment
THE APPOINTMENT of a new 
Scottish � sheries minister has 
been welcomed by an industry 
chief. 

Following Fergus Ewing’s 
appointment as the new Scot-
tish Government minister with 
responsibility for � shing (rural 
economy and connectivity), 
Bertie Armstrong, chief execu-
tive of the Scottish Fishermen’s 
Federation, said: ‘We welcome 
the appointment of the new 
minister and are pleased this 
new cabinet position is focused 
on Scotland’s rural economy, 
of which � shing plays such an 
important part.

‘We would like to see evi-
dence-based decision-making 
at the heart of future � sheries 
management – for example, in 
the designation and manage-
ment of Marine Protected Areas.

‘Scottish � shing has a great 
future; all we need is the right 
regulatory framework to ensure 
we meet its full potential. The 
most e� ective management 
decisions have always come 
when government and industry 
work together.’

SCOTLAND’S largest salmon 
producer is teaming up with 
one of the country’s leading 
marine science research 
institutions to help Scottish 
aquaculture thrive globally. 

Marine Harvest Scotland 
(Ltd) has pledged two 
scholarships to the Erasmus 
Mundus Joint Master Degree 
in AquaCulture, Environment 
and Society (EMJMD ACES) 
run by the Oban-based Scottish 
Association for Marine Science 
(SAMS UHI) and in collabo-
ration with the universities of 
Crete and Nantes. 

The course gives students 
the unique opportunity to 
travel throughout Europe as 
they learn about sustainable 
aquaculture. The two-year 
sponsorship, open to graduates 
from EU member states, will 
fund one student per year 
and includes an opportunity 
to work with Marine Harvest 
for a period of six months to 
complete a dissertation.

Gareth Butterfield, technical 
services manager at Marine 
Harvest, announced the schol-
arships and said: ‘Research and 
education are vital in an indus-
try that is only 45 years old. For 
our business to thrive, and the 
industry to grow overall, we 
have to bring in young people 
who increasingly require spe-
cialist skills and training. 

‘In terms of research, it’s 
critical we keep pushing on 
in this area if Scotland is to 
become the industry leader in 
research, innovation and tech-
nical development, providing 
science-based knowledge and 
better solutions in a growing 
sector.’

The EMJMD ACES course 
focuses on fin-fish and shellfish 
biology, interactions between 
farming activities and the envi-
ronment and involves interna-
tionally renowned researchers 
in the field. 

Liz Cook, the EMJMD 
ACES programme leader at 
SAMS UHI, said: ‘One of 
the main themes behind this 
course is global food security, 
so we are delighted to receive 
the support of a world-leading 
food producer such as Marine 
Harvest Scotland.’

A MULL-BASED  businessman 
has been named as the latest 
ambassador of the independ-
ent outdoor charity Country-
side Learning Scotland (CLS).

Guy Grieve, 41, owner of the 
Ethical Shell� sh Company, who 
spent a year alone in the wilds 
of Alaska, joins Chris Tiso, CEO 
of outdoor clothing and equip-
ment retailer Tiso, as a national 
ambassador for the charity. 

Mr Grieve’s appointment 
strengthens the outreach work 
of CLS, which has a vision for a 
viable and sustainable future 
for Scotland’s countryside. 

The charity aims to promote 
understanding of the value of 
the countryside for lifelong 
health, quality of life and 
wellbeing. 

Mr Grieve o� ers the bene� t 
of a formidable track record 
in outdoor exploration and 
adventure. 

He said: ‘I’m really looking 
forward to supporting the 
work of CLS and playing my 
part in inspiring pupils and 
school-leavers about the 
value of our natural landscape, 
the rewards of pursuing an 
outdoor vocation and the 
challenges of developing a 
sustainable rural business.’
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THE region’s newest and most out-
standing architecture was praised at 
Argyll and Bute Council’s Sustainable 
Design Awards at Kilmory Castle in 
Lochgilphead last Wednesday (May 
18).

The awards ceremony, the third 
following events in 2010 and 2012, aims 
to ‘recognise, promote and celebrate 
examples of exceptional design quality’ 
in new buildings completed between 
January 2012 and June 2015.

Four winners were picked from 13 
nominees by five judges employed by 
the council, including councillors Da-
vid Kinniburgh and Alex McNaughton, 
respectively chairman and vice-chair-
man of the planning committee. 

Fellow judge Angus Gilmour, head 

of planning and regulatory services, 
introduced the awards, explaining: 
‘Good design doesn’t necessarily mean 
traditional design but also contempo-
rary and energy-efficient design.’ 

The elements of winning design were 
elaborated on by guest speaker Karen 
Anderson, chairwoman of Architecture 
and Design Scotland, who designed An 
Cridhe on the Isle of Coll. She said: ‘Tra-
ditional versus contemporary – it doesn’t 
matter. It matters if it’s good and sustain-
able, and generates a love in the building. 
It’s somewhere that works, and is better, 
fitter than what was there before.’

Tiree’s House No 7, a ruined black-
house converted by Denizen Works in 
London, won the council’s New Build 
Residential Single or Small Scale 
category. A council spokesperson 
explained: ‘This development balances 
the traditional Tiree vernacular of the 

former ruin with sensitive contempo-
rary design informed by the architec-
ture of crofters’ sheds.’

The winner of the New Build Large 
Scale Residential category was Park 
Square in Campbeltown. The 32 flats 
and houses, designed by Coltart Earley 
Architecture, were also developed by 
Argyll Community Housing Associa-
tion with Argyll and Bute Council for 
the town’s Kinloch Road regeneration.

Portavadie Leisure and Spa, designed 
by architects Stewart Associates, picked 
up top prize in the New Build Non Res-
idential class. The council spokesperson 
said: ‘This is a high quality redevelop-
ment of a brownfield site,’ and ‘biomass 
heating, LED lighting and green roofs 
help create a low carbon footprint, and 
the leisure and spa use has provided pos-
itive economic and community benefit to 
the area.’

The Tayvallich Early Years Unit, de-
signed by the council’s property design 
team, was commended in the same 
category. The council said: ‘The high 
quality detailing, materials and finishes 
including Scottish larch and recycled 
stone from original buildings on site, 
along with the use of modern elements, 
successfully respect the existing, tradi-
tional school building.’

Greystones, a B&B in a baronial 
listed building in Oban, won the Re-
development or Refurbishment of an 
Existing Building award. The council 
said the ‘outstanding workmanship has 
included the restoration of original fea-
tures [and] subtle use of contemporary 
additions in its fittings and furniture. 
This high quality refurbishment has 
helped provide a long-term future for 
the building with economic and tour-
ism benefit to the town.’

Sustainable architecture builds success for designers

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

THERE are ongoing problems with 
recruiting people to the public sector in 
Oban and Argyll, a meeting heard last 
week.

The situation is especially serious in 
hiring well-qualified teachers for Oban 
High School, according to its head 
teacher.

Peter Bain highlighted the issue last 
week at a meeting of the Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles community planning group.

But there are also problems in at-
tracting staff to the police and the fire 
services, and GPs. 

Mr Bain told the meeting in the school 

that recently advertised vacancies saw 
just one applicant for a business studies 
position and three for a maths teacher. 
He compared that to a school in East 
Lothian, where a single advertised post 
attracted around 60 submissions.

However, Mr Bain suggested that the 
situation could be helped with a cam-
paign to improve the image of the area 
further afield. 

He said: ‘We strive for excellent teach-
ers so what we really need is for a group 
to work together to promote the benefits 
of Argyll and Oban as a wonderful place 
to live and work.

‘It is not good enough that we only had 
three applications for the maths teacher 
post. It is important to try to attract 

good staff so we need good relocation 
packages. We are very grateful to our 
local councillors for working with the 
school to secure an adequate number 
of teachers. If we did not have that, we 
would not be able to provide the breadth 
of education that we do.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish, Argyll 
and Bute Council, echoed Mr Bain’s 
views. He said: ‘We can all talk up the 
area. It can be hard to get people here 
but if we keep talking down the area, it 
makes it more difficult.’

Another person attending the commit-
tee suggested recruiting from south of 
the border but Mr Bain explained that all 
teachers coming to work in this country 
required to be registered with the Gener-

al Teaching Council for Scotland.
Committee chairwoman Margaret 

Adams pointed out that the same prob-
lem applied to the health service, with 
difficulties in attracting GPs to Argyll.

And, for the police, Sergeant Alan 
Long said there was a recruitment drive 
at present for both full-time officers and 
special constables.

Sergeant Long said: ‘We have people 
on secondment from other areas and, in 
the past, we have had some of them who 
wanted to stay because it’s a great place 
to live and work. We’ve got a saying here 
that in Oban even the neds wave to us.’

Sergeant Long is himself finishing a 
seven-month secondment that ends this 
week.

Oban High is struggling 
to recruit quality teachers

The design winners were Tiree’s House No7, main 
picture, and, inset, left to right, Greystones B&B,  
Park Square in Campbeltown, Portavadie Leisure 

and Spa, and Tayvallich Primary School.

Victorious pipe band 
takes top British title

Road row rumbles on

STUART Liddell led his In-
veraray and District Pipe Band 
to victory last weekend in the 
opening major competition of 
the 2016 competition season.

The band won its first-ever 
Grade 1 British title on Satur-
day. 

Field Marshal Montgomery 
took the runners-up spot and St 
Laurence O’Toole (Eire) came 
third, with ScottishPower Pipe 
Band in fourth.

Almost 4,000 pipers, drum-
mers and drum majors from 147 
bands made the trip to Paisley 
for the championships.

The Grade 1 drumming title 
also went to Inveraray and Dis-
trict, under leading drummer 
Steven McWhirter.

Inveraray and District Pipe 
Band manager Jim McMillan 
said: ‘We were very happy with 
the performance at the British 
Championships, and hopefully 

this good start can be main-
tained for the rest of the season.’

Mid Argyll Pipe Band, com-
peting in Grade 4B, reached the 
final after a qualifying round. 
In the final, the band finished 
sixth of 12 bands – with one of 
the piping judges placing it first.

In the Novice B grade, Kin-
tyre Schools came second to 
Lochgelly High School, with 
Oban High in ninth of the 14 
competing bands.

Oban High School’s Novice A 
band was placed seventh, with 
Dunoon Grammar School tenth 
in the same competition.

In the Grade 3A competition, 
Kintyre Schools came a credit-
able sixth.

Argyll had Oban and Isle of 
Islay competing in the Grade 
2 contest. The islanders came 
14th of 18 bands, while Oban 
was placed seventh in the sec-
ond-tier category.

EMERGENCY repairs have at 
last re-opened Loch Awe’s £5 
million timber haulage route.

But Avich and Kilchrenan 
Community Council has urged 
GreenPower and Forestry 
Commission Scotland to speed 
up their negotiations and fix it 
for good.

Renewable energy developer 
GreenPower constructed the 
West Loch Awe Timber Haul 
Route (WLATHR) three 
years ago, using £1 million of 
public money, to install the 
20-turbine wind farm at Carraig 
Gheal. 

As a community benefit, the 
35.75km haul route was to be 
shared by Forestry Commission 
Scotland (FCS) to extract tim-
ber, diverting heavy lorries from 
the B840 and C30 single-track 
roads through Kilchrenan, 
Annat, Inverinan, Dalavich and 
Ford. 

But angry villagers recorded 
hundreds of lorries rumbling 
past their homes each month 
from 4am to 10pm, and ‘trau-
matised’ tourists ‘risking their 
lives’ even cut holidays short.

Community councillor Chris-
tine Metcalfe began the meeting 
in Kilchrenan Village Hall on 
Tuesday May 17 by saying: ‘It 
can’t be denied visitors and resi-
dents in this area have borne the 
brunt of an unacceptable level 
of timber haul traffic.’ 

David Jardine, Forestry 
Commission Scotland’s district 
manager, agreed it was ‘unac-
ceptable’, but reassured: ‘We’ve 
been able to get traffic back 
onto the WLATHR.

‘The [haul route] quality was 
deteriorating, so the hauliers 
wanted to use the public road. 
We put in emergency repairs 
to make a [haul route] they’re 
satisfied with.’

Oban drug dealer forfeits cannabis cash
AN OBAN man was � ned £500 for possessing cannabis and for-
feited £400 found during a police search of his home.

Andrew MacMillan, 36, of 33a Kerrera Terrace, had previously 
admitted possessing cannabis on March 1. During a search of 
his home, police found 72.7 grams of herbal cannabis and drug 
dealing paraphernalia. MacMillan had £360 in his wallet and 
other cash in his home.

MacMillan told police he had such a large amount of the class 
B drug because he was ‘dealing socially’ and using it himself for 
pain relief after a back injury. The cash had been repayment of a 
loan to a friend to o� set family funeral expenses. 

His sentence had been deferred until Monday for Oban Sheri�  
Court to hear proof of the loan but MacMillan said he no longer 
contested the forfeiture. 

THEY were singing the blues in 
Inver aray last Saturday as local Con-
servatives gathered to pay tribute to 
Sir Jamie McGrigor.

Party members from all parts of 
the Argyll and Bute constituency 
converged on the Loch Fyne Hotel to 
mark the retirement of this popular 
figure from frontline politics and as a 
Highlands and Islands MSP.

Deputy chairman of the Argyll and 
Bute Scottish Conservatives Sandy 
MacPherson said: ‘This is a lunch 
in honour of Sir Jamie to thank him 
for his years of service and to mark 
his retirement. We have got the most 
tremendous respect for him and he 
has an excellent reputation across all 
the parties in the Scottish Parliament.

‘He has been an assiduous MSP and 
has developed very effective working 
relationships with groups such as the 
crofting and fishing communities, so 
he will be badly missed.’

Sir Jamie joked that he stood aside 
‘to make way for youth and beauty’. 
He added: ‘I have done 17 years and 
four parliaments, and it has been a 
great privilege and joy for me.’

Asked what he felt his most memora-
ble achievement has been, he replied: 
‘It has to be having four children with 
my wife during that time. Each was a 
memorable occasion.

‘Otherwise, I was very happy to see 
my Tartan Bill go through, creating 
a register of tartan in Scotland. I also 
remember the constituency cases – the 
ones where I managed to make a dif-

ference to individual people, from the 
Western Isles to Argyll. I think that’s 
really what an MSP is meant to do.’

He paid tribute to Emma, his wife, 
and added: ‘My family has been 
amazing. In many ways I’m amazed 
I’m still married, with all the pressures 
of balancing family and political life. I 
take my hat off to Emma.’

Jamie has six children – Daisy, nine, 
Rosie, 13, Violet, 14, Alexander, 17, 
Sarah, 27, and Sybilla, 28 – and said: 
‘I’m very proud of all of them.’

Looking ahead, he revealed that he 
has his eye on a potential new job. ‘At 
the moment I’m relaxing. I’ll certainly 
keep an eye on politics and will look 

out for interesting jobs. I’ve been 
asked to join an international board in 
Paris looking into cyber bullying.

Mr MacPherson would like to see the 
former MSP carry on in public life. He 
said: ‘We fervently hope the party will 
find an outlet to allow him to continue 
to contribute politically,  because he 
has huge experience and knowledge. 
Sir Jamie has done a great job. He’ll be 
sadly missed.’

Sir Jamie said: ‘It’s marvellous 
that we now have Donald Cameron 
of Lochiel, who got in as a list MSP 
and will be spending a lot of time in 
Argyll. I hope Lochiel will continue 
to raise the standards, so to speak.’

Party bids farewell to Jamie

Sir Jamie McGrigor receives a retirement gift from the constituency associa-
tion. Left to right are: Mary McGrigor, Jamie’s mother; his sister Kirsty; Valerie 
Cox of Kilmartin; Sandy MacPherson; Douglas Pattullo; Sir Jamie; Jamie’s wife 

Emma; daughter, Daisy; and Bill Hanbury, constituency party president. 

A SCHOOL on Mull and an educa-
tional support worker from Lochgilp-
head have beaten off stiff competition 
from across Scotland to be selected as 
finalists at this year’s Scottish Educa-
tion Awards. 

Lochdonhead Primary School on 
Mull has been selected as a finalist 
for the Learning for Sustainability 
Award.  Pupils are taught about the 
importance of sustainability and reg-
ularly participate in outdoor learning 
to enhance their understanding of the 
environment.  As a result, pupils have 
developed an awareness of global en-
vironmental issues and the important 
role they can play in sustaining the 
environment. 

And Raymond Flanagan, communi-
ty learning and development worker 
at Lochgilphead Joint Campus, 
has been named as a finalist for the 
Educational Supporter of the Year 
Award.  Working with support staff, 
Mr Flanagan has been praised for 
going above and beyond the call of 
duty to ensure young people are able 
to achieve their full potential.  

Finalists will attend an awards 
ceremony in Glasgow on June 8, when 
judges will reveal the winners of each 
category. 

To find out more, go to www.scottish 
educationawards.org.uk.

Excellence in 
education is 
recognised

Pipe Major Stuart Liddell leads Inveraray and District Pipe Band to 
British Championship success. Photo by Alister Sinclair
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Lorn lines

OBAN Rotary president Ken Moncrieff, left, presented 
Ian MacInnes with a Paul Harris certificate and medal in 
recognition of his outstanding commitment to Rotary and 
the Oban community. 

Paul Harris, from Chicago, founded the Rotary move-
ment in 1905.

Mr MacInnes is a well known Oban man through his 
family business of D&A Munn, funeral directors, and as a 
playing member of the all-conquering Oban Celtic shinty 
team in the 1960s. He is a former president of Oban Ro-
tary and currently holds the position of sports convener.

BRIGHT sparks from Lochnell Primary 
School in Benderloch showed what clever clogs 
they are by winning an annual schools quiz.

Isla Buchanan, Mairi MacCorquodale, Mur-
ray Scott and Saskia Miller saw off all their 
challengers in the Oban Rotary Club primary 
seven schools quiz to take the title. Lochnell 
was followed closely by Dunbeg, with Rockfield 
coming third. 

The evening was marked by the enthusiasm 
shown by the students and their supporters, 
with the Rotarians present all agreeing it was 
a ‘fun’ night at the Royal Hotel albeit with an 
undercurrent of ‘competitiveness’.

TALENTED young flute 
player Chelsea McNab 
has won the Oban Rotary 
Club Young Musician of 
the Year competition.

The event was run as 
part of the annual High-
lands and Islands Musical 
Festival and saw Chelsea, 
who is in her final year 
at Oban High School, 
triumph. 

Chelsea was presented 
with the winner’s quaich 
by Rotary president Ken 
Moncrieff at the club’s 
weekly Tuesday lunch.

The aspiring musician 
later entertained mem-
bers with a piece from 
Mozart on her flute.

Lochnell proves it is the 
brains of the operation

Sweet sound of 
musical success

Medal of honour for Rotarian Ian

Isla Buchanan, Mairi MacCorquodale, Murray Scott and Saskia Miller.

Chelsea McNab receives her quaich 
and certi� cate from Ken Moncrie� . 

AN ISLAY hotel owner has 
launched a scathing attack on 
HMRC after an error by the 
tax body nearly drove her out of 
business.

Katie MacLellan, who runs the 
Lochindaal Hotel at Port Char-
lotte along with her husband 
Iain, was horrified last month 
to discover a public notice in 
The Oban Times announcing the 
winding up of the firm.

Mrs MacLellan said the adver-
tisement resulted in the hotel’s 
bank shutting its account, sup-
pliers refusing to deal with them 
and customers cancelling visits.

The notice was placed in The 
Oban Times of April 14 and 

coincided with the death of Mr 
MacLellan’s mother, Rose, who 
had been involved in the hotel for 
many years.

Mrs MacLellan said: ‘I cannot 
overstate the damage that has 
been done to our business. We 
have been left reeling and trying 
to placate our suppliers and try-
ing to get back our customers, 
who had gone haywire.

‘We have struggled. It hasn’t 
been great.

‘I never realised the power 
of the press. We were never 
insolvent but some over-zealous 
person at the HMRC in Edin-
burgh decided to go ahead and 
place an ad in The Oban Times 
announcing we were being 
wound up.

‘We knew nothing about it and 

were not given any chance to try 
to sort out the situation. Our 
accountant said he had never 
known anything like it. 

‘It was bizarre. The notice was 
placed without any due process.’

Mrs MacLellan said the 
stress caused to her family was 
compounded by the death of her 
mother-in-law. 

She added: ‘It was awful. 
All this was happening while 
we were trying to organise 
the funeral. We had to phone 
Companies House to make 
sure they knew that Lochindaal 
Trading Ltd was still a good 
company. And we had trouble 
with the bank after it shut all 
our accounts. That took 10 days 
to sort out.

‘It is amazing what a tiny 

public notice can do. Although 
the advert was tiny, the damage 
was huge.

‘However, everything is sorted 
out now. We are still solvent 
and sorted out with Companies 
House.

‘Lochindaal Trading Limited 
trading as the Lochindaal Hotel 
in Port Charlotte is very much 
still in business. 

‘The notice was placed in 
error and both customers and 
suppliers should be reassured 
that the hotel is very much open 
for business as usual.’

A spokesman for HMRC said: 
‘HMRC does not comment on 
the tax affairs of individuals. 

‘Our aim is to efficiently col-
lect the debts due and to prevent 
things deteriorating further. 

‘We only initiate winding-up 
action where we believe this is 
the best way to protect both the 
interests of other taxpayers and 
creditors. Anyone who antici-
pates payment problems should 
call us as early as possible as 
we have an outstanding track 
record for supporting those 
with genuine problems.’

The Lochindaal Hotel has 
been in the MacLellan family 
for more than 100 years. 

Mr MacLellan, who is also the 
head chef, and Mrs MacLellan 
and their five children are the 
latest generation to run the 
business. The hotel has two 
bars, a restaurant renowned for 
its seafood and an impressive 
collection of whiskies. It also 
has nine bedrooms.

Licensing for air weapons is imminent
THE SCOTTISH Government has joined 
forces with animal charity Scottish SPCA 
to launch a campaign to raise awareness 
of the new air weapons legislation coming 
into force at the end of this year.

The new law is being introduced to im-
prove public safety and reduce gun crime 
by taking air weapons out of the hands of 
those who would misuse them.

Owners or users of such weapons will 
require a certificate under the new rules 
introduced in the Air Weapons and Licen-
sing (Scotland) Act 2015, which comes 
into force from December 31 2016.

Those who no longer want their weapon 

will be able to hand them into Police Scot-
land between Monday May 23 and Sunday 
June 12, at 72 stations across the country.

The campaign was launched last Tuesday 
(May 17) and was supported by Scottish 
SPCA chief superintendent Mike Flynn 
and mum-of-three Elaine Boyle of Ren-
frew, whose pet kitten was shot with an 
airgun. Fizz had to have one of her back 
legs amputated after her thighbone was 
shattered in the cruel attack.

Mr Flynn said: ‘We welcome the Scottish 
Government’s licensing scheme, which 
will help ensure air weapons are only 
used responsibly and lawfully. This is a 

major step forward for animal welfare in 
Scotland and it sends out a strong message 
that mindless acts of violence using air 
weapons will not be tolerated.’

Ms Boyle said: ‘Air weapons in the hands of 
those who misuse them can cause absolute 
devastation to families like ours who have 
had innocent pets maimed or even killed.’

Air weapons owners will be able to apply 
to Police Scotland for a certificate from 
July 1. Anyone found guilty of committing 
an offence under the new laws, including 
not having a licence, could face either a 
fine or, in some cases, imprisonment for 
up to two years.

Taxman nearly ruined us

For the past three months Home-Start Lorn has been delivering ‘book bug’ sessions on the Isle of Mull. Book bug sessions are free, fun and friendly events for babies, 
toddlers, pre-schoolers and their families to enjoy together. Each session lasts around 40 minutes and includes songs, stories and rhymes. For more information, visit the 

Home-Start Lorn Facebook page or contact Sarah Stanley-Wright on 07717 527035 or email homestartmull@gmail.com.

Housing scheme 
like ‘small town’

TV star presents award to 
Dalmally-based charity

THE NEW housing estate at 
Glenshellach Road is turning 
into a ‘small town’ on the edge of 
Oban which needs its own shop, 
councillors have said. 

On Wednesday last week, in 
Lochgilphead, Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning committee 
unanimously granted Macleod 
Construction permission to 
erect eight more homes at Glen-
shellach, bringing the total up to 
78 units. At least 25 per cent are 
required to be afford able to help 
address local need.

But 22 residents in nearby 
Hayfield had objected to the 
site’s ‘over-development’, argu-
ing it had exceeded the 90 units 
allocated by the local develop-
ment plan. 

Summing up their objections, 
the planning officers’ report 
read: ‘If the final phase propos-
es three-storey flats, as hinted 
at in the earlier masterplan, the 
90-unit threshold will definitely 
be exceeded.’

This masterplan, the report 
explained, indicated 24 flats 
were planned in the final phase 
for Argyll Community Housing 
Association, bringing, if permis-

sion were granted, the number 
of units to 102. 

It added that 49 affordable 
houses had already been se-
cured, beyond the 25 per cent 
required.

Hayfield residents had also 
objected to ‘the loss of precious 
areas of open space’, to which 
officers said the developer had 
reserved an area of land for a 
play area and open space.

Head of planning and regu-
latory services Angus Gilmour 
told the meeting in the council 
chambers on May 18: ‘It’s a 
large housing area with good 
transport connections. It would 
benefit from a local shop.’

Councillor George Freeman 
agreed: ‘It is essentially a large 
village, or a small town, with no 
facilities such as shops.’

‘It’s a lost opportunity,’ said 
Councillor Roddy McCuish. ‘It’s 
a long way out of town. What an 
ideal opportunity for a private 
developer to put a very success-
ful shop in there. 

‘This is a fast-growing area of 
Oban.’

Councillor Robert Graham 
MacIntyre added: ‘As much as 
we need as many houses into the 
area as possible, we need to have 
the services there first.’

A DALMALLY-BASED chari-
ty has picked up an award from 
Channel 4’s Gogglebox star 
Reverend Kate Bottley. 

Last week Rev Bottley an-
nounce the 2016 winners of the 
Speaking Volumes Christian 
Book Awards at London’s 
ExCeL and among the winners 
was The Shed That Fed A Million 
Children, written by Mary’s 
Meals founder Magnus Mac-
Farlane-Barrow, which won 
£1,000 for the adult category.

Rev Bottley presented the 
awards at CRA’s first London 
Christian Book Fair. The Shed 
That Fed A Million Children, 

published by William Collins, is 
the story of how Mary’s Meals 
grew from being a one-off aid 
project during the Bosnian war 
to become a global organisation 
providing meals to more than 
1.1 million hungry children 
every school day. 

The Mary’s Meals campaign 
was born in 2002 when Dal-
mally man Magnus visited Ma-
lawi during a famine and met a 
mother dying from AIDS.

When Magnus asked her eld-
est son Edward what his dreams 
were in life, he replied simply: ‘I 
want to have enough food to eat 
and to go to school one day.’

Owner lashes out after HMRC damages business by wrongly issuing public winding-up order

Let s̒ get online
Let s̒ get online
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We need to know about these 
incidents immediately. ”

Peter Bain
Oban High head teacher

Homophobic rant
IN THE early hours of Sunday 
morning a man was arrested for 
homophobic assault and breach 
of the peace on Oban’s George 
Street. A report was sent to the 
procurator � scal and the man 
appeared from custody at Oban 
Sheri�  Court on Monday. 

Bikes concern
THERE have been a couple of 
incidents recently involving 
trail bikes and the police wish 
to issue a reminder that these 
must be roadworthy, road 
legal and insured. Police will be 
responding to any complaints 
they get about public nuisance 
caused through use of these 
bikes on public footpaths or 
elsewhere.

Shed break-in
ON MAY 18, a man was reported 
to the procurator � scal after 
being found in a garden shed in 
the Connel area.

Camping warning
THERE have been reports 
of unauthorised camping 
in Taynuilt. The police are 
reminding campers that they 
need to be responsible, take all 
litter home and not cause public 
nuisance.

Mobile penalties
TICKETS have been given out 
over the week for mobile phone 
use while driving. The police are 
proactively looking for people 
breaking the law in this way, and 
if caught there is a £100 � xed 
penalty � ne and three penalty 
points.

POLICE 
FILES 
with Sergeant 
Gary Brown

Magnus Stewart and Sophia Ben Said at Upstart.

Former residents of Oban High School’s Craigard hostel for girls held a reunion dinner last month. Approximately 50 years after they left the hostel, the 30 women met in the Caledonian Hotel in 
Oban on April 16. During the evening the women reminisced on the rather austere hostel life of the sixties and the many escapades they enjoyed and were often ‘gated’ for. The group hopes to meet 

again in 2020 and is inviting anyone who was in the hostel in the 1960s and who would like to join them to make contact by emailing eleanornicolson@yahoo.co.uk.

Reunited after 50 years: the women who lived at school’s Craigard hostel

School demands smash calls
CONCERN was raised last 
week over a lack of communi-
cation between the police and 
Oban High School when traffic 
disruption is caused by road 
accidents.

The school’s head teacher, 
Peter Bain, said there was one 
incident recently when more 
than 100 pupils were stranded 
for hours as their school buses 

were caught in congestion 
following a serious crash on the 
A85 near Dunbeg.

Mr Bain told a meeting of 
the Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
community planning group that 
prompt notification could have 
allowed the school to put an 
alternative plan into place either 
to get the students home or look 
after them at the Oban school.

Mr Bain said: ‘Six buses full 
of children were trapped in the 
tailback at the Halfway House.

until 7pm. We had to get water 
to them to make sure they didn’t 
dehydrate.

‘We need to know about these 
incidents immediately. The 
police should be phoning me as 
soon as possible.’

A spokeswoman for the home 
care service pointed out that 
there were also problems caused 
for vulnerable people in similar 
circumstances as staff could 
not reach the residents they are 
caring for.

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
added: ‘Carers also need to be 
informed by the police as quick-
ly as possible.’

Sergeant Alan Long, from the 
Police Scotland, said the disrup-
tion caused by the recent crash 
was particularly bad because of 
the severity of the accident.

He said: ‘If there is a fatal road 
accident, it is important that it is 
properly investigated.

‘These problems all come down 
to the severity of the accident.’

‘We need the police to tell us 
straight away if there is a serious 
accident. At present, there is no 
protocol in place for the police 
to communicate with us. If there 

was – and if they did – we could 
put the children on to trains.

‘With the recent accident, we 
had 120 kids trapped on buses 
and we were told that might be 

Campaign plays 
a starting role

Oban woman found 
with £1,500 worth of 
heroin hidden in sofa

Crackdown targets unauthorised street signs

Hungarian will be deported after jail term

A CAMPAIGN to promote the benefits of play for 
children in their early years was launched in Oban 
and Argyll this month.

Upstart has held a number of events across the 
area to publicise its wish to see young children 
spend less time in academic education and the 
emphasis switched to play.

Elizabeth Henderson, from the campaign, 
said: ‘Upstart is an alliance of parents, teachers, 
early-years practitioners, health and social work 
professionals, grandparents, education students 
and others who are concerned about the education 
and wellbeing of Scotland’s next generation. 

 ‘We believe children under seven benefit from 
an educational approach that supports their 
all-round development, such as through play 
rather than putting an emphasis on early academic 
achievement. International research bears this out 
extensively.

 ‘A kindergarten stage in education gives children 
more time to develop at their pace with sensitive 
adult support and this especially helps those chil-
dren already struggling.’

Upstart had its official launch on Sunday May 15. 
Across Argyll there were various activities and, in 
Oban, several supporters were leafleting.  

Further information can be found at www.   
upstart.scot or on Facebook at upstartscotland.

WHEN police raided a 52-year-
old woman’s Oban home they 
found her sitting on heroin with 
a street value of £1,500.

Patricia Ashley McGuire had 
hidden the 22 grams of heroin 
beneath her as she lay under a 
blanket on the sofa at her home 
at 2B Sinclair Street, on May 
7. She admitted possessing the 
drug with intent to supply and 
she was also on bail at the time.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
was told at the town’s sheriff 
court on Monday that the drug, 
if divided up into ‘tenner bags’, 
would have made £1,500.

McGuire had been remanded 
in custody since her arrest and 
her defence agent said she had 

undergone a detox while in pris-
on. The solicitor asked that the 
woman be assessed for taking 
part in a drug treatment and 
testing order.

Sheriff Anderson pointed to 
McGuire’s six-page-long list of 
previous convictions and said: 
‘I am prepared to call for an 
assessment but I’m not holding 
my breath.’

The sheriff told McGuire 
that if she was in trouble again 
she faced custody: ‘You will be 
going back to prison because I 
don’t have an alternative. You 
do have an alternative; it’s up to 
you.’ 

McGuire will appear before 
the court again on June 21.

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
has endorsed a clampdown on 
unauthorised street signs – and 
could charge businesses to 
advertise on its land. 

Planning officers acknowl-
edged progress had been ‘un-
acceptably slow’ after the issue 
was first raised four years ago, 
but ‘good progress is now being 
made’ to end ‘the moratorium 
on unauthorised signage’. 

New regulations will take a 
‘carrot and stick’ approach, 

offering alternative advertising 
space on council land, backed 
by enforcement. Councillors are 
due to decide in October when 
to implement the new rules. 

‘This is terrific news; it’s al-
most finished,’ Councillor Rod-
dy McCuish told the planning 
committee in Lochgilphead on 
May 18. ‘The last thing we want 
is all the A boards out again but 
they’re coming out already. We 
need to stop this.’

Councillor Neil MacIntyre 

added: ‘No-one seems to have 
a licence for any sign in Oban. 
They’re illegal. I don’t under-
stand why we let these things 
go on when people don’t have 
permission. Businesses are fed 
up with it, and so are we.’

As early as 2012, a report 
stated, councillors had raised 
concerns ‘over the number of 
unauthorised signs along road 
corridors, on pavements and 
attached to street furniture in 
towns and rural areas.’

Planners sought ‘to deliver a 
strategy that balances business 
needs along with obligations of 
the council to ensure pedestrian 
and traffic safety and to protect 
the visual appearance.’

Now the council’s latest report 
has proposed a way forward: 
phase one, led by planning 
services, will devise a regulatory 
regime, to be ‘balanced’ by phase 
two, led by customer services, 
aiming ‘to raise revenue from 
selling council advertising space’.

A 26-YEAR-OLD man from 
Hungary has been jailed for 60 
days, backdated to when he was 
thrown off a Glasgow train in 
Connel.

Josef Bedo’s conduct on the 
train on April 6 saw the crew 
put him off. He then started 

walking along the track and 
the police were called. When 
officers found him, he was 
walking along the A85 and took 
exception to being stopped.

This led to Bedo, of no fixed 
abode, being found guilty of 
assaulting two constables in the 

execution of their duty, and then 
behaving in an aggressive man-
ner in the cells, shouting, and 
striking the walls and doors.

At his trial, Bedo refused legal 
aid. Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
called for a report on him be-
fore passing sentence and kept 

him in jail. Oban Sheriff Court 
heard on Monday that Bedo had 
been travelling around Europe, 
getting work as a labourer and 
was down to his last £8.

 A deportation hearing had 
been held in his cell on April 7 
and he is to leave the country.

Pink bikers ready 
to roll into Argyll
A MOTORCYLE gang with a 
di� erence will be roaring 
through the area this week.

The group of bikers are 
riding from Dunoon to Fort 
William as part of a charity 
fundraiser tomorrow (Friday).

The big di� erence with 
this group is that most of its 
members are women. And 
the few men who are joining 
them have to wear bras over 
their bikers’ gear - and they 
will be dressed predominant-
ly in pink.

The annual charity motor-
cycle ride, called Breast Way 
Round, is in aid of Macmillan 
Cancer Support. The bikers 
are hoping to call at Oban 
and the cancer wing of Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, to pres-
ent a painting.

The past eight events have 
raised £301,000. 
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MORVERN
lines

Sailing from OBAN North Pier 
Isle of Skye
Inverie

SATURDAY June 4 Leave 10am back 9pm
Fares: Isle of Skye £41 SC £39 Visit Inverie £43 SC £41

SUNDAY June 5 Leave 7.30pm back 10pm 
Fare: Evening Showboat £19 Groups of 10+ only £17

SUNDAY June 5 Leave 12.30pm back 6.30pm
Fare: 4 Lochs & Whirlpool £31 SC £29

MONDAY June 6 Leave 10am back 7.30pm
Fares: Visit Tobermory £25 SC £23 Tiree £41 SC £39
          Cruise Gunna Sound £43 SC £41

TUESDAY June 7 Leave 9.30am back 6.30pm
Fare:  Mull of Kintyre £35 SC £33
Return by coach from Campbeltown

Mull of 
Kintyre 

Castles & 
Ceilidh

Tobermory
Isle of Tiree

4 Lochs 
& Whirlpool

Step aboard Paddle Steamer Waverley...

...for a great day out!
Book online at waverleyexcursions.co.uk 
call 0845 130 4647 or book at Oban Information Centre 

Beinn Iadain
Most communities in the Highlands have at least one 
favourite mountain on their doorstep which, depending 
on age and fitness, provides something for everyone. If 
your interest is in deer or sheep, hill walking, botany, 
geology, or simply an admirer of fine views, your eye will 
be drawn inevitably to its high ground. General Smuts, 
the famous South African and British Commonwealth 
statesman and philosopher, wrote: ‘When we reach the 
mountain summits we leave behind us all things that 
weigh heavily down below on our body and spirit. We 
leave behind all sense of weakness and depression. We 
feel a new freedom, a great exhilaration, an exaltation 
of the body no less than of the spirit. We feel a great joy.’ 
Or, in the words of the poet J M Barrie: ‘Not to know 
the hills is like never having been in love.’ 

Beinn Iadain is one of Morvern’s finest. It lies in the 
heart of the parish between Loch Aline and Loch Suna-
rt. From its summit (1,873 ft) virtually the whole of the 
Inner and some of the Outer Hebrides come into view 
and to the north east, ridge on ridge rise like gigantic 
broken waves towards Ben Nevis and south to Ben Cru-

achan with its twin peaks. There is no mistaking Beinn 
Iadain. It’s profile is unique.

Millions of years ago, much of Morvern was covered 
in a thick layer of basaltic lava from a volcano on Mull. 
Through wind and rain, snow and ice, the lava began to 
crumble, leaving a number of prominent caps our ‘out-
liers’ as they are know geologically. Beinn Iadain is one 
of these and stands out because of its high horizontal 
terracing, its spectacular fragmented cliffs and luxuri-
ant green slopes. The weathering continues; indeed it 
would be no exaggeration to say this is a mountain on 
the move.

Its name remains something of a puzzle. An older gen-
eration of native Gaelic speakers always pronounced 
the second element as ‘Yatton’ and that is how it is 
sometimes shown on early maps and estate plans. Some 
scholars have linked it through an Ossianic legend  to a 
mountain called Binn Eadair, the Hill of Howth near 
Dublin, but the Rev James MacDougall (1833-1906), 
minister of Duror and a noted collector of folktales and 
legends, clearly sets it in Morvern. His authority was an 
Alexander Cameron, a native of Ardnamurchan, who 
had it from Donald MacPhee and other old men whom 
he had known as a youth.

In the days when Morvern was well populated by folk 
versed in its stories and traditions, Beinn Iadain was 
associated with the otherworld of spirits, ghosts and the 
second sight. 

Tales have come down to us from Rev James Mac-
Dougall, Lord Archibald Campbell and other well 
known Argyll collectors about people being taken into 

an underground cavern through a ‘black door’ and 
never seen again. Others speak of the Feinn holding 
long-jump competitions over Lochan Uaine, ‘the Green 
Loch’, now called Lochan na Carnaich, and hunting in 
the nearby White Glen.

A feature of Beinn Iadain are its numerous wells and 
springs producing the coldest and clearest water imag-
inable. So well known were they that they appear in a 
lovely Gaelic song composed by Rahoy man Duncan 
Macpherson (ca1830s-1931) which he wrote after emi-
grating to Otago in New Zealand. He recalled: ‘Uisge 
fallain glan Beinn Iadain, a’ ruith do loch nam bradan 
lionmhor, bith ‘sa Ghearr-abhainn ‘gan iasgach suas 
mu chriochan Acha-rainich’, – the healthy pure water 
of Beinn Iadain running down to the loch of numerous 
salmon; fine it was to fish for them in Gearr-Abhain 
[the River Aline] up by the bounds of Achranich.

At one time there was a small settlement with a 
horizontal mill, situated in a hollow below Beinn Ia-
dain occupied by two families called McKenlaich and 
MacMillan. 

Two sons and a daughter, Dugald, John and Elizabeth, 
were born in this lonely spot to Alan McKenlaich and 
Janet Cameron between 1820 and 1826. Both families 
left shortly afterwards, probably following the death of 
a number of their children who died in a snow storm 
on their way back from Lochaline where they had gone 
to get food.  Their graves are still to be seen and it is 
said the sound of their anxious parents whistling in 
the darkness to guide them home can still be heard 
in the locality. The MacMillans, an ancient Lochaber 
tribe, probably came into Morvern in the 1690s when 
Cameron of Lochiel rented Kinlochteacuis and Glen-
cripesdale from Maclean of Duart. 

A descendant was head shepherd to Gerard Craig 
Sellar of Ardtornish and lived at Acharn. 

At 900ft above sea level, their living must have been 
precarious and means of transport at times difficult. 
Evidence of this appeared when an old lady belonging 
originally to the Ben but too weak and infirm to manage 
the trackless moors on foot, was placed in a large peat 
creel and carried home from Glencripesdale on the 
back of her eldest son.

The inhabitants of Beinn Iadain had the reputation of 
not being among Morvern’s most sociable people. Who 
could blame them?

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

BARCALDINE Primary School has successfully 
reached the podium in the Sustrans’ National Big Pedal 
event 2016. 

Along with family, friends and members of the com-
munity, the school’s youngsters pedalled their way into 
joint first place in the primary classes five-day challenge. 
Every pupil cycled or scootered to school using the cycle 
track on a scheduled bicycle day last month.

Gillian Stewart, a classroom assistant at the school, 
said: ‘The Big Pedal is a two-week virtual cycling trip 
around the UK. Schools log their numbers on a daily 
basis as to who cycled and we were advised last week of 
our winning status.’

WEST Highland College UHI’s annual art exhibition 
opened this week in Portree.

A stunning display of drawing, painting, textiles, sculp-
ture and photography is on show.

Work from both the full- and part-time art and design 
course students, as well as images from the first intake 
of Higher photography students who study in Broadford, 
will be on display to the public throughout the week.

Art lecturer Susan MacInnes said: ‘The full-time 
students’ work this year is based mostly from the natural 
environment and particularly from our rich local Skye 
landscape, concentrating on natural form, colours, lines 
and textures.’

Sarah Bruce, curriculum area lead for creative arts at 
the college, said: ‘Our courses at West Highland Col-
lege UHI offer the opportunity not just to engage and 
develop a passion for art and creativity but also to take a 
first step in establishing a career path into a flourishing 
industry sector in the Highlands and Islands.’

ULVA Primary School pupils have been 
out and about cleaning up their coastline.

The Mull pupils carried out a beach 
clean on Thursday May 5, starting at 
Killiechronan and working their way 
along Loch Na Keal to Lagganulva. 

Eilidh and Ajay found a bottle of rotten 
milk that smelled awful. When Matilda, 
Mrs Inglis and Arwen were collecting, 
they found lots of milk bottles and syn-
thetic rope. 

Also found were a full bottle of Fanta, a 
hairbrush, a toothbrush, a lobster pot, a 
tyre, pipes, a baseball cap, shoes, gloves, 
a comb, an old bag and a giant sheet of 
plastic. 

The children also came across some 
plastic in brambles but managed to get it 
out with the grabbers. 

Kate found a lot of big items which 
would have killed animals because dol-
phins and turtles think plastic bags are 
jellyfish. 

In total, the school collected 78 bags 
of rubbish as well as lots of large items 
that couldn’t fit in bags and filled a whole 

AN INTERNATIONALLY recognised 
research centre celebrated its 50th anni-
versary in style by unveiling new state-of-
the-art facilities in Acharacle.

Ardtoe Marine Research Facility has re-
ceived more than £4 million in investment 
since 2013 when Benchmark Holdings Plc 
bought the site and added aquaculture to its 
suite of FAI farms and research facilities.
The centre marked the milestone anni-
versary by opening its doors to members 
of the public, welcoming locals and past 
employees to tour the new facilities and 
learn about Ardtoe’s work supporting 
Scottish and global aquaculture.

In the evening a céilidh was held in 
Acharacle Village Hall where photos and 
memorabilia from across the site’s history 
were on display. Speaking from the site 

in Ardtoe, Ruth Layton, Benchmark 
Holdings co-founder and FAI director, 
commented: ‘With the Scottish industry’s 
ambitious 2020 sustainable production 
targets, aquaculture is poised to increase 
its contribution to the Scottish economy 
and its role in providing jobs in remote 
and fragile communities. We are proud 
to be part of and be able to support the 
communities in which we work.’

Research and trials at Ardtoe will cover 
a wide variety of marine and freshwater 
species, including finfish (salmon, wrasse 
and lumpfish), shellfish and microalgae. 
The facility will also offer training cours-
es and support services to farmers and 
producers to help improve welfare and 
husbandry protocols and practices for key 
farmed species.

Portree

Above right: Community 
members and former 

employees celebrated 
Ardtoe’s 50th 
anniversary.

Right: Photos were on 
display during the event.

Left: More than £4 million 
has been invested in 

Ardtoe Marine Research 
Plc since 2013.

LOCHABER Archive Centre will be running Introduc-
tion to Archives classes next month.

These classes will be looking at Jacobite records at Lo-
chaber Archives, using original Jacobite correspondence 
from the Lochiel papers and the Jacobite collections 
recently transferred to Lochaber Archives by the West 
Highland Museum. The material includes letters from 
James and Charles Stuart. It will also look at law and 
order in Lochaber, for which the centre’s large collection 
of historical police records will be used. 

Classes start on Wednesday June 8 for two weeks 
from noon to 1pm, at Lochaber Archive Centre, West 
Highland College, Fort William. 

To book a place, contact Lochaber Leisure Centre on 
01397 704359 or for information contact Lochaber Ar-
chive Centre on 01397 700946/701842, or visit Lochaber.
archives@highlifehighland.com. 

A two-week block costs £11 (concession £5.50) but 
classes are free to High Life members.

A SURVEY is being carried out by Argyll and Bute 
Council to give residents a say on library opening hours.

The council is keen to get feedback from members 
of the public on how opening times could be improved 
to better meet their needs. It is, therefore, important 
existing library users, lapsed library users and non-
library users give their views. 

The survey will run until 5pm on Friday July 1 and can 
be accessed by visiting www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/consul-
tations/library-opening-hours. Copies of the survey are 
also available from local libraries or by calling 01369 
708664.

Fort William

Argyll and Bute

The Ulva Primary School youngsters all kitted out for their beach clean.

AN OPEN event providing information on mental 
health recovery will be held in Balivanich.

Aimed at service users, service providers, families and 
caregivers of people with mental health problems, and 
the wider public, the NHS event will take place tomor-
row (May 27) from 10.30am to 3.30pm in Balivanich 
Community Hall. To book a place, email janetmac-
kenzie@nhs.net or call 01851 708034. Alternatively, 
you can email views on experiences and on recovery to 
mentalhealthreview@nhs.net.

Benbecula

Barcaldine

Pedalling to success

trailer. The youngsters spotted a white-
tailed sea-eagle at the shore which was 
annoying the seagulls.

The party had lunch at the beach, 
including soup from a lady called Caro-
line who runs Loch Na Keal Meals. They 
also had help from Jamie and Tottie and 
their mum.

Beinn Iadain.

The spectacular fragmented cli� s of Beinn Iadain.

Ulva youngsters out and 
about cleaning coastline

Anniversary boost for research centre
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Woolly thinking raises charity cash

Motorists face A83 disruption

THE SIMPSON’S Memory 
Box Appeal (SiMBA) held a 
12-hour knit-a-thon in Oban 
on Saturday.

This was in aid of gathering 
as many knitted and crocheted 
items as possible to enable the 
charity to keep up with the 
growing demand for memory 
boxes, which are gifted to hos-
pitals free of charge to be given 
to bereaved parents grieving 
the loss of a baby. 

Every box contains two ted-
dies, one for the baby to take to 
their resting place and another 
for the parents to keep.

Also included are blankets, 
hats, bootees and mittens, as 
well as a little knitted angel or 
butterfly.

For smaller babies who are 
lost during gestation, they also 
include ‘nests’ that baby can 
snuggle in to enable families 
to spend time with them before 
saying goodbye.

Susan Simpson, the Highlands 
ambassador for the charity, 
said: ‘I’m over the moon at the 
volunteers who came along 
and we have decided to have a 
regular meet to swap materials, 
ideas and enjoy the social aspect 

of #Knit4SiMBA. I’m excited to 
see this take off.’

Sami Thomson, a recipient 
of a memory box, added: ‘The 
wee knitted teddies were bril-
liant. We got a pink one and 
a blue one knitted and kept a 
white one we got in the box. We 
put the blue in Rudi’s coffin 
and gave his sister the pink one 
so that we can always have our 
little reminder. 

‘And getting the hand and 
footprints meant we managed 
to have our boy’s little fingers 
and toes tattooed on us for 
life.’

Lynne Bannan, who also 
received a box, said: ‘Findlay’s 
memory box is one of our 
most treasured possessions. 
Although our arms were 
empty, having his hand and 
footprints meant part of him 
would always be with us. The 
tiny teddies are a reminder of 
how small and precious our 
baby will always be.’

Donations of knitting are still 
coming in but Ms Simpson is 
confident the charity will reach 
its target of 1,000 items.

It also held a raffle that raised 
£183 for the charity.

Brendan O’Hara, Argyll and Bute MSP, helped raise money at the knit-a-thon to provide more memory boxes for bereaved parents.

MOTORISTS in the Inveraray 
area are being warned to 
expect disruption next month.

Resurfacing improvements 
are planned for a section of the 
A83 south of the village next 
month.

The £260,000 of work by 
Transport Scotland follows the 
first phase of improvements 
completed to just under a mile 
of the route in March, meaning 
more than £500,000 has been 

invested into this section of the 
road this year.

This second phase of the 
works will improve the con-
nection between Inveraray and 
Furnace, starting at Auchna-
goul and finishing north of 
Killean. The work is scheduled 
to begin on Monday June 6 and 
is expected to last two weeks.

The improvements will be 
carried out between 7am and 
7pm Monday to Friday, with no 

weekend working planned. For 
safety, the work will be carried 
out using a 10mph convoy traf-
fic management system. Traffic 
management will be removed 
out with working hours to keep 
disruption to a minimum.

Motorists are being encour-
aged to leave extra time for 
their journeys. Information 
is available from www.traf-
ficscotland.org or on Twitter 
@trafficscotland.

A NEW commander has been 
appointed for the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service 
(SFRS) in Argyll and Bute.

Deputy assistant chief 
o�  cer Peter Heath will take 
on the role in September 
following the retirement of 
deputy assistant chief o�  cer 
Paul Connelly, who has been 
in post since January 2015.

New � re chief 
is appointed

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

TIMESLINE

CAOL Community Council is 
calling on Lochaber residents 
to re-think plans for a Caol link 
road.

A community council 
meeting heard there were 
numerous problems with the 
proposed plans.

A need for new ideas to be 
put on the table has been 
expressed by community 
council members who agree 
something needs to be done 
and question whether current 
plans for the link road should 
be safeguarded any longer.

Current plans for the Caol 
link road would see Inverlochy 
linked with the Blar Mhor on 
the A830 Mallaig road, helping 
to improve tra�  c � ow on the 
busy A82. 

Plans for a bypass into Caol 
have been ongoing for around 
39 years.

People will have a chance to 
have their say on the plans at a 
meeting on Monday May 30 in 
Caol Community Centre.

FAMILIES in Upper Achintore are call-
ing on ‘people power’ to save their pitch.

Wendy Lev from Banff Crescent took 
to the internet after hearing the Upper 
Achintore artificial pitch may be closing. 
The mum-of-three started an online 
petition which received more than 200 
signatures overnight. 

The petition now has more than 350 
signatures. 

Councillor Thomas MacLennan, lead-
er of the Highland Council’s Lochaber 
committee, said the pitch was under 

review. He added: ‘We just don’t have 
the money to maintain all these facilities.  
It may be closed. It’s an area zoned for 
housing.  No decision has been taken yet, 
but it’s up for review.’

Ms Lev understands a meeting with 
the council is due to be arranged but 
a time or date had not been finalised 
as The Oban Times went to press.
She continued: ‘We are known as the 
outdoor capital of the world but a lot of 
families here cannot afford to take our 
kids climbing or canoeing. 

‘I felt comfortable allowing my 10-year-
old to head down there on her own. She 
could cycle down and enjoy being out in 
the fresh air with friends.  

‘The park was always open and 
it was free - that is why it is so im-
portant to the people around here.
I just hope if as many people take a stand 
maybe the council will listen and it’s not 
too late.’

To sign the petition visit www.change.
org/p/the-highland-council-keep-the-
upper-achintore-astro-open.

A SUBSTANTIAL reduction 
in the amount of land available 
for housing has raised concerns 
that communities across the 
Highlands have little scope to 
grow.

Despite a housing shortage, 
the Highland Council has 
40 per cent less land for new 
houses at its disposal than 
previously allocated.

The information came to 
light at West Highland and 
Islands Local Development 
Plan  (WestPlan) information 
events. More than 25 people 
attended the Glencoe and 
Glen Etive community council 
meeting on the matter. 

Chairman Alister Sutherland 
said: ‘There is a real need for 
low-cost housing in the area 
to allow the children currently 
living here to continue living 
and working here in the future.  
The majority attended to un-
derstand how the area could be 
developed. It would seem Glen 
Coe, for one, cannot grow to 
any decent extent. Our expec-
tations will certainly have to be 
curtailed.’

Tim Stott, principal planner 
with the Highland Council, of-
fered his expertise at the events 
and explained the new housing 
allocation had stemmed from 
a report compiled by civil 
servants in Edinburgh. He also 
revealed it makes the selection 
process more complicated but 
said: ‘The three main factors 
affecting the percentage of 
land to be made available are: 
how many people on the hous-
ing waiting list are allowed to 

be allocated a new-build, the 
fact net inward migration has 
not been as large as previously 
forecast in 2010 and household 
size has not changed in line 
with previous forecasts. It does 
mean we have to be more fussy 
when deciding which areas are 
appropriate and which are not.’

Councillor Brian Murphy 
commented on the figure dur-
ing the Fort William Round 
Table meeting at Lochaber 
House, highlighting his con-
cern that on one hand govern-
ment bodies are pushing for 
more housing but on the other 
they are limiting the amount of 
land available.

Twenty five events have taken 
place in this latest stage of the 
WestPlan process. While the 
events were aimed at discuss-
ing the ‘Main Issues Report’, 
Mr Stott reminded everyone 
that any comments, complaints 
or queries have to be submitted 
to the council in writing before 
June 10 to be taken further.

He said: ‘We can’t act on any 
suggestion which has not been 
put in writing.  The suggestions 
received will be considered and 
we hope to move onto the next 
stage around the turn of the 
year.’ 

Mr Stott added: ‘The response 
has been good – the majority of 
people attending the events have 
been the neighbours of potential 
development sites which are 
marked on the map and that is 
mainly due to the fact the coun-
cil write to them directly.  But 
there has been a lot of discussion 
about wider topics such as a Caol 
link road.’

Visit www.highland.gov.uk 
for more details on the plan.

Call for Caol link 
road re-think 

Squeeze on housing land 
hinders Highland growth 

Retired judge to 
stand trial   

Pitch in to save Upper Achintore play area

A RETIRED judge from Fort 
William is to stand trial 
accused of drink driving and 
possession of a knife.

Richard Twining Sidgwick, 
71, from Mileston Hill House, 
is due to face the charges on 
Monday August 15 following 
a recent appearance at Fort 
William Sheri�  Court.

Some of the many youngsters who enjoy using the arti� cial pitch.

BRAND NEW MENU!

With delicious food at such a good deal - 
why go anywhere else?

The Lorne, Stevenson Street, Oban
Tel: 01631 570020

lornebaroban
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A WARM welcome was extended by the 
Lochaber Federation of the Scottish Women’s 
Institute as visiting members gathered for an 
annual meeting.

The ladies congregated in Ardgour village 

hall for their AGM and quiz. After business 
was concluded, prizes were awarded by the 
chairman Christine Haynes to Arisaig Institute 
which won the shield for the highest number of 
points gained by the members in the federation 

competitions over the year. June Cairns, of the 
same institute, was presented with the shield for 
the individual member with the greatest number 
of competition points.  

Lynda Tillett won the Margaret Adams Trophy 

for her watercolour picture of the ruined Carr 
Bridge. 

The evening was rounded off with everyone 
enjoying a traditional tea served by members of 
the host institute.

AN ARNISDALE � sh farm is 
hoping to make modi� cations 
to create a more viable future.

Marine Harvest Scotland 
Ltd has applied to alter the 
existing salmon farm at the 
Loch Hourn site.

Steve Bracken from Marine 
Harvest said: ‘The application 
is to have the farm in the best 
location in terms of water 
� ow. So it’s about improving 
environmental sustainability 
and operational performance 
to ensure we keep the farm 
viable and productive for the 
future.

‘It’s not a huge change in that 
the tonnage remains the same, 
as does the number of people 
employed. Because we’re 
moving them slightly, we need 
to get planning permission.’

Lochyside RC primary school held its UNICEF day for change last week and raised £200 for the charity. The day was organised by the 
Rights Respecting Schools Committee and held as part of the school’s global citizenship programme. Pupils wore blue to school on 

Friday (May 13), to represent UNICEF’s colours, paying £1 to do so. Other fundraising events included face painting for all the classes. 
The money raised will be used by UNICEF to protect a child from danger in war-torn countries, give a child a� ected by violence a safe 

place to play and provide clean water for refugee families. Photo: Anthony MacMillan.

PUPILS from Inverlochy Primary 
School and nursery enjoyed a 
visit from Generation Science, a 
group which delivers interactive 
performances to show children how 
sounds are made.  

Generation Science is a touring 
programme of science shows deliv-
ered by the Edinburgh International 
Science Festival and the Inverlochy 
event was supported by Rio Tinto 
Alcan. 

The show follows the adventures 
of Ella, who loses the sound of her 
voice and sets out on a journey to 
find it. Ella’s Wobble, as the show 
is called, also tells youngstes how 
pitches change and where echos 
come from.

Head teacher at Inverlochy Pri-
mary School Kirsty Clark said: ‘We 
are delighted to welcome the Gen-

eration Science tour to the school. 
Ella’s Wobble is an excellent way of 
engaging very young children and 
making science fun and enjoyable.’

Danielle MacTavish from Rio Tin-
to Alcan added: ‘We are delighted 
to have been given the opportunity 
to support the development of our 
young people again. We feel it is 
very important that rural areas have 
the same opportunities as central 
locations to provide exciting educa-
tional activities to local children and 
we are passionate about supporting 
education in the local area.’

This is the 25th year of Generation 
Science, and it  will be touring 
schools over Scotland, delivering 
the show. This year the tour will visit 
more than 600 schools in 31 local 
authority areas from the Borders to 
the Shetland Isles. 

Lochyside RC primary school faced Gaelic school Bun-Sgoil Ghaidhlig Loch Aber on Tuesday May 17 in a Fairtrade football match. 
The match, which � nished 2-2, highlighted the importance of Fairtrade in both schools. The schools are trying to promote buying 

Fairtrade footballs, as the money helps people in Third World countries. After the match, both teams and their supporters were 
treated to Fairtrade snacks, fruit and soft drinks. Photo: Anthony MacMillan.

Primary schools match up for Fairtrade spotlight  

Pupils make a 
change for UNICEF  

STUDENT Awards Agency 
Scotland (SAAS) is 
encouraging students to 
submit their 2016-2017 
applications for funding as 
early as possible. 

To ensure students have 
their funding in place for the 
start of their course, they 
must submit an accurate 
application, along with all 
the required supporting 
evidence by June 30 via the 
website.

A SAAS helpline is open 
Monday to Friday from 
8.30am to 6pm and also from 
noon to 6pm on Saturday 
May 28 and Sunday May 29 
to support students through 
their application process.

Visit www.saas.gov.uk 
or call 0300 555 0505 for 
more information and to 
complete applications.

Salmon farm 
changes planned

Students urged 
to apply early Lochaber ladies gather at federation AGM  

The winning Arisaig team celebrate with their trophy in 
Ardgour village hall.

Lynda Tillett with her prize winning picture and the Margaret 
Adams Trophy. 

Christine Haynes presents June Cairns with the shield for 
gaining the highest number of competition points over the year.

Oban Times 
newsdesks 

01631 568000 
01397 703003

Sounds of science at 
Inverlochy primary 
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OVERNIGHT on May 19, two 
front lights were stolen from 
an Audi car parked outside 
Slipway Autos, Corpach.

BETWEEN Friday evening 
May 13 and May 16, power 
tools were stolen from a 
building site at Riverside 
Grove, Lochyside.

A WINDOW at the new 
Lundavra Primary School in 
Fort William was smashed 
sometime between Friday 
evening May 13 and May 16. 

OVERNIGHT on May 15, two 
tyres on a silver Honda Ac-
cord car were damaged while 
the vehicle was parked on 
Kennedy Road, Fort William.

ON THE evening of May 12, a 
black Apple Iphone was stolen 
from Wetherspoons Bar on 
Fort William High Street. 

ABOUT 8am on April 24, 
a red Ford CMax car was 
damaged when a sticky 
substance was poured over 
it while it was parked at the 
roadside of the A82 near 
Ballachulish.

POLICE are carrying out 
enquiries into reports of the 
theft of clothing from a swim-
ming pool locker at the Ben 
Nevis Hotel, North Road, Fort 
William.

A GROUP of midwives plan to climb Ben 
Nevis to raise money for cancer care in the 
Highlands. 

The nurses from Raigmore Hospital’s labour 
suite in Inverness have all known someone 
in the past year affected by cancer, including 
colleagues, and that has inspired them to take 
on the challenge.

Yvonne Mckenzie, senior charge midwife, ex-
plained: ‘There are 30 of us making the climb 
in June and we’ve all been training, which has 
been a lot of fun. We know the climb will be 
tough but it’s nothing compared to what our 
friends have been and are going through. We’re 
all looking forward to it.’

Yvonne and the rest of the group will make 
their ascent on June 19 and they’re hoping for a 
favourable day that at least remains dry.

‘We’ve raised £1,000 online so far but that 
doesn’t include individual sponsorships. We re-
ally hope what we raise will make a difference 
locally. If anyone is interested in supporting us, 
donations can be made at the labour suite.’

THE FIFTH annual Wild Lochaber festival 
kicked off on Saturday with Go Wild on the Ca-
nal, a night of activities and races at the Banavie 
Basin.

Kilmallie Community Council, Lochaber Bee-
keepers Association and the Woodland Trust had 
stalls at the event, which was organised by Scot-
tish Canals and the Scottish Waterways Trust. 
Spean Bridge-based confectioner Crazy4cocoa 
had hand-made chocolate for sale. 

On the water, there were canoe and rowing 
races, the highlight of the night being the Davy 
McCook raft race held in memory of the former 
detective constable who died in a road traffic 
accident in 2014.

The Lochaber Police team won the Davy 
McCook trophy for the third year running, with 
Friends of Kilmallie Playpark winning the ladies’ 
raft race and Lochaber Sea Cadets winning the 
medals for the rowing race.

The ‘4 Hot Flushes’, team of ladies, half of whom 
were representing Scottish Canals, won the tro-
phy for best-dressed raft with their balloon-clad 
vessel. Trophies and medals were handed out by 
two of Mr McCook’s grandsons and his eldest 
daughter Becky.

John Stafford, manager of the Caledonian 
Canal’s southern section, was announcer for the 
evening and said: ‘It’s a free community night, a 
bit of fun in memory of a great guy.’

STUDENTS of the Access to Skills and Learning Programme 
at West Highland College celebrated their achievements with 
an award ceremony and dance on Friday May 20.

As this is a programme of part-time courses, they are not 
included in the official graduation ceremonies for the college.

It was for this reason the students decided they wanted to 
have a night of celebration and they set about raising the mon-
ey themselves by organising a couple of quiz nights.

The ceremony was held in Fort William Railway Club and 
Jackie Wright, a deputy Lord Lieutenant of Inverness, pre-
sented certificates to all the students.

The Lord Lieutenant, Donald Cameron of Lochiel, was not 
able to perform this duty himself as he was presenting the 
Queen with a 90th birthday present at the time.

Geoff Wright, one of three staff working with the skills and 
learning students, along with Katie MacDonald and Catriona 
Sillars, said of the event: ‘We the think it’s great and hope-
fully it will become an annual event that celebrates success 
throughout the year.’

CHILDREN ‘hindered by 
remoteness’ are a step closer 
to a stimulating future after a 
playpark received substantial 
funding.  

Glenelg and Arnisdale 
Development Trust has  been 
given £10,000 to help revamp 
its local play area.

The much-needed cash was 
donated by the Big Lottery 
Families and Communities 
fund, a campaign aimed at 
helping Scotland’s children 
get the best start.

Development trust director 
Tina Martin said: ‘Our project 
involves a group of like-mind-
ed mums with the will to 
realise our children’s needs. 
The existing - or only - play 
area in Glenelg has equipment 
that is well used and dated and 
the site is prone to flooding. 
Highland Council did come 

POLICE in Lochaber are ap-
pealing for help in tracing a 
hillwalker who has not been 
seen in more than two weeks.

Go� redo Bondanelli, above, 
was seen on CCTV at Fort Wil-
liam station on May 3 boarding 
a train to Lochailort. 

The 56-year-old German 
national was due to undertake 
a � ve-day walk between Lo-
chailort and Glen� nnan; with 
plans to return to Glen� nnan 
on May 8.

Believed to be an experi-
enced hill walker, Mr Bon-
danelli is described as being 
around 5ft 10ins in height, of 
athletic build with dark and 
grey hair and possibly with 
stubble or a light beard. 

He was wearing dark outdoor 
clothing and had a green tent 
and dark rucksack. 

Police urge anyone who 
is walking or taking part in 
outdoor pursuits in Lochaber 
and Argyll to phone 101 if they 
have seen or had contact with 
a man matching Mr Bondanel-
li’s description or if they have 
any information to assist the 
search. 

LOCHABER Police have 
issued a warning and advice 
after concerns have been 
raised over bogus traders.

Reports of a white Ford 
Transit van with a 2014 
registration plate operating 
in Ardgour, Strontian, Ard-
namurchan and Mallaig have 
been made.

The man driving the vehicle 
has been reported as offering 
to carry out work on drive-
ways and other house repairs 
but police have concerns the 
man is not registered to carry 
out such work.

Sergeant Nick Hough said: 
‘We don’t recommend dealing 
with cold-callers for any form 
of property maintenance or 
repair to your home so if you 
have any doubts, do not let 
them into your house.’

 Sergeant Hough continued: 
‘If you are aware of any sus-
picious activity taking place 
at the home of a neighbour, 
friend or family member, 
please contact police or Trad-
ing Standards immediately.’

To report any suspicious 
activity or approaches by a 
man/vehicle as described 
above contact the police via 
101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111.

MOTORISTS using the A82 
north of Ballachulish are 
being told to expect delays 
over the next two weeks as 
BEAR Scotland undertakes 
resurfacing work.

The works were scheduled 
to begin on Monday, with 
phase one - removal of the 
existing surfacing from the 
road - expected to last two 
days.

Phase two, when the new 
surface and road markings 
will be applied on the Bal-
lachulish roundabout, is to 
start on Tuesday May 31 and 
will be carried out over eight 
working days.

These works are scheduled 
to be completed by Thursday 
June 9, avoiding working the 
weekend of June 4 and 5 when 
there will be heavy traffic for 
the mountain bike world cup 
event in Fort William.

Temporary traffic lights will 
be in operation between 7am 
and 7pm on weekdays.

Eddie Ross, North West 
representative for BEAR 
Scotland, said: ‘These essen-
tial surfacing improvements 
will upgrade the existing road 
surface which is wearing out, 
improving road safety for 
motorists at the roundabout.’

Police � les

Appeal for help in 
hillwalker hunt

Group’s appeal for return of 
custom-built ferry continues

Canal fun kicks-off Wild Lochaber events

Midwives target Ben for cancer care cash
The skills and learning students received certi� cates at an evening celebrating their success.

Top class celebrations 
for college students

Drivers 
face delays 
for two 
weeks

Police 
warning 
over bogus 
traders

Children unite in support of the playpark in 2015.

down last year and put in a 
slide and metal spinner but 
really it needs an overhaul.’

The donation from Big 
Lottery Families and Com-
munities is in addition to 
£10,000 received from Awards 
for All and £2,500 given by 
The Highland Council Ward 
Discretionary Budget.  

Ms Martin, who has two 
children, says the trust has 
secured funding of £19,710 

required for the toddlers’ 
play area and will be seeking 
additional funding as part of a 
development estimated to cost 
around £100,000-£150,000, 
whilst also looking at older 
children’s play needs follow-
ing a feasibility study which 
showed overwhelming support 
for a skate park.

She continued: ‘We want to 
create an attractive, stimulat-
ing, safe playpark in the heart 

of the village which will be 
accessible to both locals and 
visitors. By having a new play-
park our children will have 
access to an area which will 
allow them the opportunity to 
develop their physical, social 
and interactive skills. We also 
intend to include some themed 
seating areas promoting The 
Glenelg Brochs.’ 

The trust was one of 83 
community groups to share 

in £511,412 from the Commu-
nities and Families Fund, a 
joint venture between the Big 
Lottery Fund and the Scottish 
Government which has fund-
ed 753 grassroots projects over 
the last four years.

Ian Blackford, SNP MSP 
for Ross, Skye and Lochaber, 
said: ‘I am delighted at this 
news, which will be a great 
boost to the community, espe-
cially for its younger members.

‘I know the trust has iden-
tified a number of projects 
which will bring benefits to 
the area and has been working 
hard over the years to make 
them happen. 

‘This has involved a lot of 
time and effort into raising 
money and it is a credit to 
their skill and determination 
they have achieved this grant 
which will provide a facility 
which will be much used by 
children. I congratulate them 
on their success,’ he added.

CALMAC secured the eight-
year contract to run west coast 
and island ferries less than a 
week ago, but questions are 
already arising as to whether 
the Mallaig-Armadale ferry 
service will be one of the 350 
improvements the company 
has promised to carry out.

The Road to the Isles Mar-
keting Group (RTTIMG) sent 
a letter to CalMac managing 
director Martin Dorchester, 
last Thursday (May 19) con-
gratulating the company, but 
asked it to review the Mallaig 
to Armadale service. 

RTTIMG chairwoman Sa-
rah Winnington-Ingram said: 

‘At this point in time we are 
not asking CalMac to spend 
money to improve the Mallaig 
to Armadale ferry service - we 
are asking them to return the 
boat which was successfully 
doing the crossing up until 
this year – a boat which was 
designed specifically for the 
tidal conditions of this cross-
ing.’  

The letter sent to CalMac 
stated: ‘If the problems with 
the ferries continue, it will 
seriously damage the tourism 
industry here as well as the 
south of Skye and our liveli-
hoods will be at risk.’

Problems with the service 
began after CalMac removed 
the MV Coruisk from the route 
and placed it on the Oban to 

Mull route. RTTIMG has said 
the number of times ferries 
have been cancelled during 
the first few weeks of the new 
timetable is approaching 100, 
whilst the number of times the 
Coruisk was cancelled during 
the same time last year could 
be counted on one hand

The letter said: ‘The Coruisk 
was designed and built specif-
ically to cope with the tidal 
conditions of this crossing. 
I am sure the Mull crossing 
could be served equally well 
by one of the other boats, so 
why take this custom-built 
boat away from its intended 
route?’

Ms Winnington-Ingram 
said: ‘The boats that have 
replaced the Coruisk cannot 

handle the conditions and 
crossings keep getting can-
celled. The small boats cannot 
carry the number of coaches 
that want to cross early in the 
morning.

‘The Coruisk has done a 
good job on this crossing for 
several years and, although I 
am sure the Mull islanders are 
very pleased it is serving them, 
we need it back here.’ 

Councillor Ben Thompson, 
Caol and Mallaig, told The 
Oban Times: ‘The key issue for 
Lochaber and Skye is to re-
turn the Coruisk to the service 
route for which she was built. 

‘The current, far inferior 
service, with frequent cancel-
lations, is unacceptable.’

Councillor Allan Hender-

son, Mallaig and Caol, said: ‘I 
have no details on any changes 
CalMac intends to make. This 
award of the contract will not 
help the current situation on 
the Mallaig to Armadale run, 
although I will be appealing 
to the new transport minister 
to have a closer look at the 
current unworkable flotilla of 
unsuitable vessels currently 
operating on the Mallaig to 
Skye run.’

A CalMac spokesman said: 
‘The company is still in a con-
tract standstill period so we are 
restricted on how much detail 
we can go into but our bid 
proposal promised 350 service 
improvements over the course 
of the contract, including 
vessel and port improvements.’

Glenelg playpark’s big cash boost 
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to 
print them. Names and 

postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or 
those supplied without a 

contact telephone number 
will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.
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Where are the road 
workers on Mull?
Sir,
We have just had our regular holiday 
on Mull and it is still a magical place.

We were staying south of Craignure 
so every time we travelled we had 
to pass through the partly-finished 
roadworks on the main road, complete 
with 10mph speed limit signs. 

In a week we did not see a single 
person working on the site. This is the 
road to Duart Castle, Glen More and 
Iona and it gives a very poor impres-
sion. Surely Argyll and Bute Council 
could get a team together to blitz it 
and tidy up the site.

If it was to do that, it should also 
bring several lorry loads of tarmac 
over from the mainland and start to 
fill in the thousands of potholes that 
have appeared on the minor roads this 
winter. 

We visitors can manage by being 
careful for a week but it must be a 
terrible cost to the residents in terms 
of damage to their wheels and tyres.

John Buckman,
 Bishopston, Swansea.

Look to Norway for 
ferry service research
Sir,
I am sure most of us are pleased 
CalMac retained the contract for west 
coast ferry services but what a waste-
ful and unnecessary exercise as it has 
been proved that the subsidy did not 
breach state aid rules.

As a nation, we now need to embark 
on a 20-year programme to provide 
Argyll and western isles with a mod-
ern ferry service.

If you visit Norway, you find a ferry 
system serving even very small com-
munities, with a shuttle service leaving 
every 30 to 60 minutes for 18 hours a 
day.

As an example, the Fjord1 company 
provides for a one-hour crossing with 
a half-hourly service, with no booking 
required. It uses four ferries which 
shuttle providing 36 sailings a day.

In Scotland, the summer service 
for Ullapool-Stornoway is only two 
crossings a day, which can often 
be fully booked at the weekends in 
the summer and you need to arrive 
45 minutes before departure. The 
Uig-Tarbet timetable only has one 

THA MI A’ SGRÌOBHADH aig deireadh seachdaine a 
bha buannachdail agus na toileachas dha dà bhuidheann 
àraid agus nach math a bhith a’ fianais chùisean soirb-
heachail!

Ged a rinn cuid den luchd-taice aig an sgioba masladh 
dhiubh fhèin an dèidh a’ gheama, nach bu shònraichte 
gun do bhuinnig Hibs Cupa na h-Alba an dèidh strì ceud 
is ceithir bliadhna deug! 

Meal-a-naidheachd orra uile a bha an sàs aig dà sgioba a 
rinn deagh fharpais agus a thug toileachas dha luchd-am-
harc feadh na dùthcha. Cha chuir dad smal air aoibhneas 
stiùirichean agus sgioba Hibs ach tha e tàmailteach 
da-rìribh gun deach latha a bha cho sònraichte dhaibh a 
mhilleadh le mì-mhodh, agus bithear an dòchas gun tèid 
leasanan ionnsachadh às na thachair aig Pàirc Hampden 
an dèidh làimhe. 

’S iomadh facal a chaidh a labhairt is a sgrìobhadh mun 
chuspair bho thòisich Calmac agus Serco a’ deasachadh 
an tairgsean fa leth airson seirbheis aiseig Chluaidh 
agus Innse Gall a lìbhrigeadh. Bho thoiseach cùise bha 
eas-aonta ann a thaobh co-dhiù bha Riaghaltas na h-Alba 
ceart a’ chùmhnant seo a chur gu farpais fhosgailte, agus 
Diardaoin seo chaidh bha an t-aonadh RMT a’ togail fia-
nais an aghaidh leithid de sheirbheis a leigeil dhan roinn 
phrìobhaidich. 

Chaidh gath an fhianais sin a tharraing beagan nuair 
a dh’fhoillsich Prìomh Mhinistear na h-Alba, air an 
dearbh mhadainn, gun robh Calmac air a’ chùmhnant a 
ghleidheadh. 

Chaidh fàilte bhlàth a chur air an naidheachd seo far 
feadh na dùthcha, agus gu sònraichte anns na sgìrean sam 
bheil beatha làitheil na coimhearsnachd an eisimeil nan 
aiseagan a tha gam frithealadh. Saoilidh mi gum faodar a 
bhith cinnteach gun do gheall an tagradh aig CalMac gum 
biodh a’ bhuidheann dealasach ann a bhith a’ leasachadh 
sheirbheisean ma choinneimh iarrtasan a tha daonnan 
ag atharrachadh, agus gun amais a’ bhuidheann air na 
seirbheisean sin a lìbhrigeadh gu h-èifeachdach agus gu 
gnothachail. Choisinn bàtaichean Mhic a’ Bhruthainn 

agus an cuid sgiobaidhean cliù nach beag thar iomadh 
bliadhna, ach mar a bhiodh dùil agus mar a tha iarrtasan 
air ìre nan seirbheisean a’ fàs, tha gearainean a’ nochdadh 
cuideachd. 

Tuigear trioblaid dhuilgheadasan teicnigeach agus mar 
a dh’fheumar bàtaichean a ghluasad gus seirbheisean 
a chumail a’ dol. Chan eil de shoithichean aig Calmac 
airson gluasadan den t-seòrsa a sheachnadh, agus le 
co-dhiù seirbheis chòig bliadhna fichead ga shùileachadh 
às gach bàta, tha dùbhlain daonnan gu bhith romhpa. A 
rèir seanfhacail ’s e goirteas a chinn fhèin as dorra do 
gach neach, agus tha amharas agam gum bi cinn ghoirt 
gu leòr ro stiùirichean Chalmac thar nam bliadhnaichean 
romhainn!

TWO PARTICULARLY GOOD stories as I write this.
Congratulations to Hibs on their historic success in 

the Scottish Cup! Let’s hope the post-match Hampden 
trouble will not spoil memories of their achievement.

News that CalMac has won an eight-year Clyde and 
Hebrides Ferry Services contract is most welcome, but 
while congratulating them on this success I feel sure the 
company will face many challenges in meeting customer 
aspirations.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk  

sailing two days of the week. In the 
winter, several Scottish islands do not 
even have a daily ferry service.

No wonder then that many of these 
islands are depopulating.

I suggest the Scottish Government 
sends the CalMac board, together with 
the transport minister and his senior 
civil servants, to Norway to research 
and plan for a modern ferry service for 
Scotland’s island communities.

Dr Michael Foxley, former Leader 
of the Highland Council and

board member of Mallaig Harbour 
Authority,  2 Achnaphubuil, by Fort 

William.

Pedestrian bridge for 
high school junction
Sir,
I am writing in response to your article 
‘Motorists are driven to distraction by 
bad road’, May 19. 

I am not an architect or engineer, but 
would building a pedestrian bridge at 
the junction not solve the problem? 
This would help speed up the flow of 
traffic and also keep pedestrians safe. 
Argyll and Bute Council could host a 
competition for architects and engi-
neers in and around Argyll to design 
the bridge for that location.  Argyll 
and Bute Council owns a few proper-
ties around the area which would help 
with regard to modifying them slightly 
for various entry/exit points onto the 
pedestrian bridge. 

Name and address supplied.

Dozens of moths 
species on Muck
Sir,
The Business News article on Clear-
wing Ecology (‘Mother and daughter 
ecology business on right path to 
grow’, The Oban Times, May 12) im-
plied that, prior to their survey of the 
Isle of Muck, only four moth species 
had been recorded there. 

In the interests of accuracy, I would 
like to point out that Dr R M Dobson, 
of the University of Glasgow, surveyed 
the moths and butterflies of the Muck 
islands in the course of 33 visits be-
tween 1977 and 1988, and added 170 
species (mostly moths) to previously 
published lists.

The results were published in the 
following paper: Dobson, R M (1990) 
‘The natural history of the Muck 

Islands, North Ebudes 6. Moths and 
butterflies. The Glasgow Naturalist 
21: 585-597’.

Iain Wilkie,
Craigeniver, Strachur.

Thanks to voters for 
returning a Green
Sir,
I’d like to send my sincerest thanks 
to the voters of Argyll and the West 
Highlands who helped re-elect me for 
second term as an MSP; my first term 
as a Green.

I’m delighted the Highlands and 
Islands once again have Green 
representation after a nine-year gap. 
With six MSPs across Scotland, the 
Greens have leapfrogged the Liberal 
Democrats to become the fourth party 
at Holyrood. 

This puts us in a strong position to 
push for action on priorities for the 
area, such as affordable and social 
housing, land reform, creating jobs in 
new industries and fighting austerity 
cuts.

It is a huge honour to represent the 
people of the Highlands and Islands, 
one which I will never take lightly. I’m 
looking forward to five more years of 
hard work for a socially and environ-
mentally just, peaceful, welcoming 
and independent Scotland.

John Finnie MSP 
(Green, Highlands and Islands),

The Scottish Parliament, 
Edinburgh.

Colonsay church belfry 
appeal delight
Sir,
Thank you for publishing details of 
the belfry appeal for Colonsay Parish 
Church.

I am delighted and somewhat over-
whelmed by really good news. Our 
appeal was struggling for the final 
£3,000 and we were amazed to learn 
that Royal Scottish Shipping Line has 
now gifted us that entire amount.  

On behalf of all parishioners, I wish 
to thank them publicly and also to 
thank you and all the good people of 
Argyll and across the world for such 
incredible support. I hope to keep 
you informed of progress and to invite 
you to a thanksgiving event when the 
belfry is ready for rededication.

Kevin Byrne, session clerk.

Days gone by – Tarbert herring � eet 
This week’s � ashback photograph was submitted by Jimmy Thomson of Lochgilphead and features the Tarbert 

Harbour herring � eet around 1947/48. Digital versions of � ashback photos for The Oban Times can be sent to 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or prints sent to The Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a 

print returned should include a stamped-addressed envelope.

The annual 
summertime exodus
IT’S THE time of year once again 
when the old Highland haunts in 
Glasgow begin to get quieter as peo-
ple, particularly students, head back 
in their droves to their homes in the 
Highlands and Islands for the summer 
months. 

The thought occurred to me because, 
as I write, I am just about to head off 
to Fèis Ìle, the Islay whisky festival. 

This time last year, no sooner had 
I finished my final university exam, 
than I had immediately jumped in the 
car and was heading off for a few gigs 
in Islay. 

The sun was splitting the sky, a week 
of guaranteed great craic lay in wait 
and finishing university was such a 
relief. 

I congratulate everyone who has 
completed their courses this week and 
wish them a relaxing summer ahead.

The departure of the students totally 
changes Glasgow at this time of year. 

I was speaking last week to a taxi 
driver who was lamenting the annual 
demise of the city’s night-life over the 
summer and the subsequent loss of 
double-time fares through the night as 
soon as the students depart. 

As he spoke, I could hazard a guess 
that Highlands and Islands students 
contributed a fair amount to such 
fares. 

Glasgow is a great place to spend a 
lovely summer’s day. There are plenty 
places to sit outside and enjoy a re-
freshment or two – including the Islay 
Inn which never fails to have its tables 
and chairs outside when the weather 
is good – and plenty parks to lie and 
catch a sun tan. 

But there is no beating the Highlands 
and Islands when the sun is shining.

Glasgow, however, looks forward to 
September – when the Highlanders 
come back down the A82 and a winter 
of cèilidhs and craic begins once again. 

What’s on
Thursday May 26: Glasgow Uist 
and Barra Association AGM, 
Lourdes Secondary School.
Wednesday June 1: Glasgow Skye 
Association annual general meeting, 
Partick Burgh Hall. 
Wednesday June 1: Mull and Iona 
Association annual general meeting, 
An Leanag, Mansfield Street, 7.30pm.
Friday June 3: Glasgow Skye 
Association end of session so-
cial, Redhurst Hotel, Giffnock. 
Friday June 3: Scottish  musical 

evening, Broomhill Hotel, Kilmarnock. 
Saturday June 4: An Lòchran Gaelic 
Song Session, part of the West End 
Festival, Dram, Woodlands Road.  
Tuesday June 7 and 14: Togaibh 
Fonn, An Lòchran Gaelic song 
workshops, part of the West End Fes-
tival, An Lèanag, 22 Mansfield Street. 
Monday June 13: Briseadh na Cloiche 
– Ceòl ’s Craic, Webster’s Theatre. 
Tuesday June 14: Club Film @ Ceòl’s 
Craic, Centre for the Contemporary 
Arts, Sauchiehall Street.

Wednesday June 15: Feuch ris! – 
Dannsa Ceum: An Lochran step 
dance workshop, part of the West End 
Festival, Annexe Communities. 

Pub scene
Park Bar: Friday May 27: Scott Harvey.
Saturday May 28: Dun Mòr.
Sunday May 29: Dun Mòr.
Islay Inn: Friday May 27: Crooked Reel. 
Saturday May 28: Penny Dogs.
Wednesday June 1: quiz night.

A road well travelled: many west coasters will be heading north up the A82 
past Crianlarich for the summer.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

THERE was understandable and justified concern 
among CalMac staff and their families and 
friends about what the future held prior to the 

awarding of the new contract to the company that will 
allow it to continue to provide services on the Clyde and 
to the Hebridean islands.

People feared with good reason for their jobs should 
the Scottish Government grant the lucrative work to 

Serco, so we applaud the decision to keep CalMac as the 
provider of what are termed, quite rightly, lifeline con-
nections for some of Scotland’s remotest communities.

The widespread expressions of delight, tinged with no 
small measure of relief, at the eight-year contract has 
been heartfelt and with good cause.

CalMac can now set about building for the future and 
improving its services to the islands.
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Lochyside’s Barry 
breaks into 
new genre 
with Beaky
‘The character is like me 
when I was a boy...
he’s really a fantasist’

Lochyside’s Barry 

BARRY Hutchison fans won’t 
have to control their cravings for 
the author’s fantasy words much 
longer, with his latest book set to 
hit the selves next month. 

Beaky Malone: World’s Greatest 
Liar is the Lochaber author’s new-
est children’s book, and will be out 
on June 2. 

The first title in a brand-new 
illustrated series, Beaky Malone 
is the funny and endearing central 
character who has a habit of telling 
porkies.

But then, his long-suffering 
sister shoves him into the truth 
telling machine at Madame 
Shirley’s Marvellous Emporium of 
Peculiarities, and now Beaky can’t 
tell a lie and a truth-telling Beaky 
is even worse. 

The forthcoming novel is very 
different to the kinds of books 
Barry usually writes, but he says 
he was drawn to the story: ‘What 
appealed to me with this book, 
was that the character is like me 
when I was a boy. 

‘Yes, he is a compulsive liar, but 
he’s really a fantasist. 

‘He has a big sister who he an-
noys, as do I, and there were a lot 
a similarities between us.’

‘I thought the story line had 
scope for a lot of funny stuff, so I 
came up with other characters and 
developed it from there.’

Adding yet another string to his 
bow, the author said: ‘All of my 
other books have been about the 
supernatural, and this one is a do-
mestic comedy, based at home and 

at school.’ But Barry is nervous 
about this book more than others 
because of this change in genre: ‘I 
feel like it’s my first book coming 
out all over again, being nervous 
about the response because it’s so 
different.

‘It was difficult to change from 
my normal stories, but it was quite 
nice to get away from death, doom 
and monsters.’

Barry, 38, lives in Lochyside with 
his wife, his daughter, six, and his 
son, who is fourteen. 

He has always dreamed of be-
coming a writer: ‘I have wanted to 
be a writer since I was about nine. 
Growing up round here there was 
nothing to do.

‘I lived in Caol, so I would go to 
the library to write stories. I loved 

to play with action figures and I 
would make up stories for them 
too.’

When he’s not tucked away writ-
ing at home, Barry is out visiting 
schools all over the UK: ‘I am 
constantly on the move.’

He does 50 to 100 events each 
year saying: ‘I try to spend two 
or three weeks away, doing about 
seven events, and then spend the 
rest of my time at home writing.’

The author loves touring schools 
and talking to the children just as 
much as he loves the writing part 
of his job.

‘I try to make myself relatable to 
the kids. I tell them funny stories 
about me growing up, and how 
my experiences have inspired the 
book.

‘I want to have a laugh with the 
children and hopefully they con-
nect my humour to the books and 
it makes them want to read them.

‘I have had emails from parents 
after a visit, thanking me, because 
it was the first time their kid had 
picked up a book. 

‘One parent told me my book 
got their son to stop playing 
Xbox for the first time in three 
years.’

When he’s not on tour, or writing 
books, he’s writing comic strips for 
the Beano: ‘I write for the Beano 
every week. I have one series 
about Dennis the Menace’s dogs, 
Gnasher and Gnipper.’

With such a busy schedule, his 
routine is military: ‘I get up at half 
past five every morning; I hate 

it, but after about 10 minutes I’m 
always glad I did it. I write until 
about eight, when I then get the 
kids ready for school. 

‘Afterwards I take the dog for a 
walk. 

‘This is where I do all my think-
ing and come up with my best 
ideas.’

Barry is also currently hard at 
work developing a 36-episode 
series for CITV called Bottom 
Knocker Street, and writing his 
adult horror novels The Bug.

The author has won numerous 
awards, including the Royal Mail 
Award for Children’s Books in 
2011, and the Scottish Children’s 
Book Award in 2013.

Beaky Malone: World’s Greatest 
Liar is out on June 2. 

AS WE calm down from the 
high of ObanLive, it is fitting 
to pay homage to a man 
without whose generosity of 
time and talent, much music 
and many events in western 
Scotland, including Oban-
Live, would not exist.  

Recently Gordon Connell 
was inducted into the Hands 
Up for Trad Scottish Music 
Hall of Fame for services to 
the community.  

This honour could not have 
been delivered to a more 
deserving recipient.   

Gordon has been teaching 
the accordion on Tiree for 
omore than 50 years and, 
in that time, hundreds of 
people’s lives have been 
enriched by this.  

Over the period, Gordon 
has never charged a penny 
for the many years of work 
he has given.  

The fruits of his generos-
ity are easily visible on the 

Scottish music scene with his 
pupils being founder mem-
bers of well-known bands 
such as Gunna Sound, Trail 
West, Dun Mòr, Skerryvore 
and a dubious outfit called 
Skipinnish.  

For such a small island 
to have produced so many 
bands is remarkable and it 
is mainly down to Gordon, 
though many others have 
similarly given generously 
of their time and played an 
important role in this. 

As well as those who have 
formed bands, there are 
countless good accordion 
players who are less well 
known and who provide huge 
amounts of pleasure to many 
with the skills they learned 
from Gordon.  

During my time in school, 
Gordon was the modern 
studies and history teacher 
as well as deputy head.  

In these roles he was highly 

respected, was a strict disci-
plinarian and was not to be 
messed with!  

One of Gordon’s great 
attributes, however, was that 
he never crossed his role in 
the classroom with his role as 
accordion tutor.  

In the classroom, he was 
Mr Connell, an informative, 
strict and totally professional 
school teacher.  

In the accordion lessons 
(which he conducted during 
his lunch hour), and out of 
school, he was Gordon, a 
warm, enthusiastic mentor 
who over the years became 
close friends with his pupils. 

His ability to combine these 
two potentially conflicting 
roles is a major factor in 
his success as an accordion 
teacher. 

The ability to play a musical 
instrument has little to do 
with talent and is much more 
about being given the initial 

opportunity to learn.  There 
are exceptions to this but, for 
most, without teaching and 
encouragement, no music 
would be played. 

If not for Gordon, I would 
not play a note and, along 
with my fellow Tiree accor-
dion players, we owe him a 
huge amount for the gift of 
music he has given us.  

Gordon Connell is a shin-
ing example of how one man, 
by consistently giving freely 
and generously of his time, 
energy and talent over many 
years can have a massive pos-
itive impact on a community.  

Gordon has done this in 
such a nice, unassuming, 
non-egotistical, genuinely 
altruistic and subtle way 
that for him to be publicly 
recognised is even more 
important.  

Gordon has shown that one 
man can indeed change an 
island.

The man who 
changed an island

Wildlife park’s wolverine cubs 
hone up on tree-climbing skills
TWO rare wolverine cubs born 
at the Highland Wildlife Park 
near Kingussie are doing well.

The cubs – there are only 
around 2,300 wolverines left in 
the wild in Europe and just 130 
in captivity – are star attractions 
at the Royal Zoological Society 
of Scotland park.

The park said 
the twin wol-

v e r i n e s 

are growing quickly. The three-
month-old cubs have been 
exploring their large enclosure 
and are learning all the ropes 
from their mum, Tina. 

They also seem to have inher-
ited her love for tree climbing 
and have been practising getting 
up them – but their climbing 
back down skills still need some 

work.

The cubs are extra special 
as this is the first time wol-
verine kits have been born in 
Scotland and only the third 
time they have been born and 
reared in the UK. 

The Highland Wildlife Park 
is only the second zoological 
collection in the UK to man-
age this. The twins were born 
in February but spent the first 

two months tucked in their 
den.

The park said 
the twin wol-

v e r i n e s 

back down skills still need some 
work.

age this. The twins were born 
in February but spent the first 

two months tucked in their 
den.
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Across

1 Loose over garment (4)

3 Someone with a great amount of computer 
knowledge (8)

9 Store room for threshed wheat (7)

10 Damp (5)

11 The monkey's boss? (5-7)

13 Coarse (6)

15 Spread (6)

17 Not understood (12)

20 Assail (5)

21 Getting closer (7)

22 Calmly (8)

23 Experience (4)

Down

1 Surname (8)

2 Crash car (5)

4 Vendees (6)

5 Old system of characters used to count 
(5,7)

6 Distinguished (7)

7 Friends (4)

8 This would never win a fair lady! (5-7)

12 One who squanders (8)

14 Reprinting of a stamp (7)

16 Type of column (6)

18 Omit (5)

19 Stork (4)

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

1 Loose over garment (4)

3 Someone with a great amount of computer 
knowledge (8)

9 Store room for threshed wheat (7)

10 Damp (5)

11 The monkey's boss? (5-7)

13 Coarse (6)

15 Spread (6)

17 Not understood (12)

20 Assail (5)

21 Getting closer (7)

22 Calmly (8)

23 Experience (4)

Down

1 Surname (8)

2 Crash car (5)

4 Vendees (6)

5 Old system of characters used to count 
(5,7)

6 Distinguished (7)

7 Friends (4)

8 This would never win a fair lady! (5-7)

12 One who squanders (8)

14 Reprinting of a stamp (7)

16 Type of column (6)

18 Omit (5)

19 Stork (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

1 Loose over garment (4)

3 Someone with a great amount of computer 
knowledge (8)

9 Store room for threshed wheat (7)

10 Damp (5)

11 The monkey's boss? (5-7)

13 Coarse (6)

15 Spread (6)

17 Not understood (12)

20 Assail (5)

21 Getting closer (7)

22 Calmly (8)

23 Experience (4)

Down

1 Surname (8)

2 Crash car (5)

4 Vendees (6)

5 Old system of characters used to count 
(5,7)

6 Distinguished (7)

7 Friends (4)

8 This would never win a fair lady! (5-7)

12 One who squanders (8)

14 Reprinting of a stamp (7)

16 Type of column (6)

18 Omit (5)

19 Stork (4)

SPONSORS

SUMMER EDITION 
OUT NOW

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

THE OBAN TIMES
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

CROSSWORD

> cinema, radio and what’s on listings > leisure ideas > local events

CATERING for all creative tastes, 
Art Lochaber presents its annual 
art exhibition.

Taking place at the Ben Nevis 
Distillery, there is a wide range of 
works from Lochaber artists, both 
amateur and professional, in a vari-
ety of media – watercolour, acrylic, 
oils, pastels, collage, sculpture, 
batik, woodwork – on subjects from 
landscape to abstract.

Also on display is the work of the 
winners of Lochaber Young Artist 
of the Year awards, organised by 

the Rotary Club. 
Enjoy the show until Wednesday 

June 1 (though closed on Sundays). 
It will be open from 10am until 

6pm and entrance is free.

Above: Works by professional and 
amateur artists displayed at the Art 

Lochaber exhibition.

Right: Visit Art Lochaber’s annual 
exhibition is running until to 

Wednesday June 1.

A RENOWNED architect with strong links to 
Oban, Argyll and the Isles and Lochaber is to be 
the subject of a new exhibition.

As a partner of Festival of Architecture 2016, 
the Leiper Gallery in Glasgow is hosting an ex-
hibition celebrating the life and work of William 
Leiper, running from the centenary of his death 
tomorrow (Friday May 27) until September 18.

Leiper buildings include Argyll Mansions on 
Oban’s George Street, Ganavan House, Black’s 
Memorial Tower at Duart Point on Mull, the only 
Gothic lighthouse in the world, and Kinlochmoi-
dart House.

The gallery will be using Leiper’s story to ex-
plore some aspects of life in late Victorian Glas-
gow, how the arrival of electricity transformed 
the face of the city with street lighting, tramcars 
and the ‘jolly red giants’ commercial towers built 
of steel frames and concrete with lifts behind 
highly decorated Gothic exteriors. 

Further information about the exhibition is 
available from www.leiperfineart.com or go to 
www.foa2016.com.

THE ARTS and Gardens Trail on 
the Ross of Mull and Iona takes place 
again from tomorrow (Friday May 27) 
until May 30.

The private gardens will be open 
from noon till 6pm on these days.

This year the event is associated with 
the Chelsea Fringe and there are eight 
special events happening: horseshoe 
forging, willow weaving, ceramics, 
bug hotel construction, maze con-
struction, scarecrow construction and 
the ability to visit an ancient fish trap 
and an ancient ruined township.

Tickets are £5, which includes a trail 
map and descriptions of all gardens 
and Chelsea Fringe events, and is 
valid for up to all four days. Accom-
panied under-16s go free.

Tickets can be purchased from 
Pennyghael Stores, Bunnessan Bake-
house, the Argyll Arms in Bunnessan, 
The Ferry Shop and Keel Row in 
Fionnphort and the Craft Shop on 
Iona from Friday May 20.

Proceeds go to Ross of Mull and 
Iona Community Transport Scheme 
(ROMICTS).

Plants, produce, crafts and artworks 
by island makers will be on sale at 
some locations. Refreshments will 
be available at various locations and 
ROMICTS will be providing tea and 
cake at Suidhe Farm for a donation.

Minibus tours can be arranged, and 
should be pre-booked with Terry on 
01681 700600 or by emailing trans-
port@ROMICTS.org.uk.

A MULTI-FUCTIONAL arts centre 
in the Outer Hebrides has announced 
the launch of its latest commission.

Re-Soundings will be on display 
until June 26 at An Lanntairm, Stor-
noway. Artists Mhari Killin and Hugh 
Watt will present their piece, which 
combines sound, film and a sculpture 
that explores the role and symbolism 
of the bell within the landscapes of 
Lewis and Iona.

The gallery will include sculptural 
bells cast from decommissioned 
First  World War weapons and a spe-
cially-commissioned sound work by 
composer Dr John Purser of Gaelic 
college Sabhal Mòr Ostaig.

An Lanntair’s head of visual arts and 
literature, Roddy Murray, said: ‘The 
exhibition is a symbolic reversal and 
annulment of an act of destruction 
via an act of creation. Among other 
things it references the Reformation 
and the Great War while reminding 
us that intolerance, radicalisation and 
attempts to obliterate the past, are 
not a thing of the past.  

‘We saw it recently in Palmyra, 
Syria, and earlier in the Buddhas of 
Bamiyam, Afghanistan.  

‘It’s a compelling, multi-layered ex-
hibition across a range of media that 
extends beyond the gallery to sacred 

sites and the secular landscape.’
Artists Mhari Killin and Hugh Watt 

said: ‘At the heart of Re-Soundings 
is the experience of a collaborative 
journey through the physical, cultural 
and spiritual terrains of Lewis and 
Iona. 

‘Working closely with the people 
most connected to these landscapes 
we have created a series of installa-
tions that speak not only to a local 
audience but also to a much wider 
audience, as the work references 
contemporary issues of iconoclasm, 
and the power of religious belief to 
alter a landscape.’

Mhairi Killin is a visual artist 
based on Iona, who graduated 
from Glasgow School of Art. Her 
practice combines drawing, instal-
lation and sculpture in an explo-
ration of the island landscapes 
that surround and are her home.

Hugh Watt is a Northern Irish 
artist based in Glasgow, known 
for his work in film and video. 
He completed the MFA at 
Glasgow School of Art in 1999, 
where he has taught in the media 
studios since 2001.

A public opening with the artists 
will take place at An Lanntair on 
May 12 at 5pm.

A bell that will 
be showcased in 

Re-Soundings until 
June 26. 

Stornoway 
resounding to 
multi-media 
installation

Dram � ne 
Lochaber art 
exhibition 
hosted by 
Ben Nevis 
Distillery 

THE CELLS of Campbeltown’s old police 
station, which were once used to incarcerate 
the town’s offenders, criminals, defendants and 
convicts, are preparing to host a very different 
type of inmate, as a group of visual artists take 
them over for a summer exhibition.

Confined Spaces, involving up to 14 artists 
from around Scotland, will take place in the 
Castlehill building for five days over the Mull 
of Kintyre Music Festival weekend, from Au-
gust 17 – 21.

Each artist will use one of the eight cells, or 
other rooms, to create and present work for the 
exhibition, which will be open to the public, 
free of charge, over the weekend.

Artists have been invited to submit proposals 
for work in a variety of media.

Michael Taylor, who bought the building in 
2013 and has since been working on it as the 
Campbeltown Clink Project, is providing it as 
the exhibition venue.

The exhibition will be organised by Michael’s 
daughter Rhona Taylor, who works as a visual 
artist in Edinburgh.

She said: ‘It’s a great opportunity for artists to 

make work in a really unique space, which they 
would never normally have access to.

‘We’ve put a call out for artists to make work 
in really interesting proposals submitted. 
We’re hoping to get a range of work and artists 
involved.

‘It’s exciting having the exhibition running 
at the same time as the music festival too, as 
there’s always so much going on and a great 
atmosphere.

‘Hopefully people will come along to see 
the artwork and the building – not just people 
living in Campbeltown but visitors to the music 
festival as well if they have a bit of free time 
during the day.’

Michael added: ‘This is a really exciting use 
of the cell area of the building, and exactly 
the sort of thing I had in mind when I started 
the clink project – the opportunity to provide 
artists and others with studio, workshop and 
venue space in an unusual location.’

For more information on the exhibition or 
to get involved, visit www.confined-spaces.org 
or email Rhona at contactconfinedspaces@
gmail.com.

One of the cells to be used in the exhibition.

malt OF THE month

Monkey Shoulder
40% ABV
I once won a bottle of Monkey 
Shoulder at a Beetle Drive in 
Iona village hall.
I was delighted to receive it. I 
had never had Monkey Shoulder 
– a very popular blend geared 
towards a younger market.
If you have ever attended a 
beetle drive in the village hall 
you will know that it is well set 
up for the occasion.
A long table sits along the mid-
dle of the room and various card 
tables are spread around the 
room. At one point during the 
event I felt as though I had super 
glued my bottom to a chair as I 
lost game after game. 
A beetle drive is a simple game, 
made harder by strong liquor 
and the need to stand up and 
join a new table every time you 
win a game. I lost 13 ‘beetles’ in 
a row. 

As 10-year-old Sean explained: 
‘You are meant to win and move, 
not sit still.’ Sean travelled 
around the room three times 
as I remained static, winning 
nothing. 
It was in the tea break that I 
finally managed to hoist myself 
up out of my seat. Sean took ad-
vantage of my frailty and offered 
me raffle tickets. I bought £10 
worth – showing off my big-city-
Oban wealth.
It was a game of two halves 
concerning the beetle drive. The 
second time around was much 
happier and I mixed with many 
tables of  old and new friends. 
At the close of play we were 
reunited with our families and 
friends – my luck was certainly 
on the up when I was presented 
with the top prize in the raffle.
Third prize, a bottle of advocate 
(out of date, of course), went 
to Louise Alloway, who always 

wins something (but not musical 
chairs – that’s my bag), second 
prize – a half full bottle of red 
wine – went to my friend Dot 
and I, lucky me, won a bottle of 
Monkey Shoulder.
It too had been previously 
opened and two or three drams 
removed. I opened it again and 
passed it around – it was fine, 
not the best and not the worst 
and can probably stand up on 
its own as a sipping whisky.
In fact, I know that is the case 
because when the bottle came 
back to me it was finished and 
enjoyed by most people in the 
room.
I remember the days that 
alcohol was banned from Iona 
village hall – but I was happy to 
share my drink on that day. 

 Louise Glen 

Artists invited to bid 
for con� ned space

Leiper’s life and 
work on display

Mull blazes a trail in 
Chelsea Fringe with 
open gardens



Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057
MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen

TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
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Friday 27 May - Thursday 2 June
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS | PG | 
133 MIN
Fri: 16:00, Sat 12:30, 15:15, 20:40, Sun; 12:00, 14:30, 20;00, 
Mon: 16:00, 20:30, Tue: 16:30, 18:15, 20:35, Wed: 16:00, 
19:30, Thu: 16.30, 18.15, 20.35
3D:  Fri: 19:30, Sat: 18:00, Sun: 17:00, Mon: 19:30, 
Wed: 19:30 Thu: 16.30, 18.15, 20.35
Parent and Baby Screening: Tue: 11:30

Alice Kingsleigh has spent the past few years following 
in her father’s footsteps and sailing the high seas. Upon 
her return to London, she comes across a magical looking 
glass and returns to the fantastical realm of Underland and 
her friends the White Rabbit, Absolem, the Cheshire Cat 
and the Mad Hatter, who is not himself. The Hatter has lost 
his Muchness, so Mirana sends Alice on a quest to borrow 
the Chronosphere, a metallic globe inside the chamber of 
the Grand Clock which powers all time. Returning to the 
past, she comes across friends – and enemies – at di� erent 
points in their lives, and embarks on a perilous race to save 
the Hatter before time runs out.

ANGRY BIRDS | 115 MIN
Fri: 18:20, Sat: 13:00, Sun: 12:15, Mon: 18:20, Tue: 16:00, 
Wed: 18:20, Thu: 16:00

The movie takes us to an island populated entirely by 
happy, � ightless birds — or almost entirely. In this paradise, 
Red, a bird with a temper problem, speedy Chuck and the 
volatile Bomb have always been outsiders. But when the 
island is visited by mysterious green piggies, it’s up to these 
unlikely outcasts to � gure out what the pigs are up to.

KIDS CLUB: BEDKNOBS & BROOMSTICKS | U | 
113 MIN
Sat: 11:00

Children’s Classic. An apprentice witch, three kids and a 
cynical conman search for the missing component to a 
magic spell useful to the defence of Britain.

SILVER SCREEN - THE JUNGLE BOOK | PG | 
126 MIN
Sun: 14:30

The Jungle Book is an all-new live-action epic adventure 
about Mowgli (newcomer Neel Sethi), a man-cub raised 
in the jungle by a family of wolves, who embarks on a 
captivating journey of self-discovery when he’ s forced to 
abandon the only home he’s ever known.

X-MEN: APOCALYPSE | 12A | 170 MIN
Fri: 16:30, 20:30, Sat: 17:40, 20:30, Sun: 17:00, 19:30, Mon: 
16:30, Wed: 16:30, 20:30
3D: Sat: 15:00, Tue, Thu: 19:00

Since the dawn of civilization, he was worshiped as a god. 
Apocalypse, the � rst and most powerful mutant from 
Marvel’s X-Men universe, amassed the powers of many 
other mutants, becoming immortal and invincible. Upon 
awakening after thousands of years, he is disillusioned 
with the world as he � nds it and recruits a team of power-
ful mutants, including a disheartened Magneto, to cleanse 
mankind and create a new world order, over which he will 
reign. As the fate of the Earth hangs in the balance, Raven 
with the help of Professor X, must lead a team of young 
X-Men to stop their greatest nemesis and save mankind 
from complete destruction.

Bus Pass Stovies 
Supper 

Thursday 26th May
7-9pm

All pass holders 
welcome

Grassroots Cafe 
9 Craigard Road

Oban

MòdSgìre an Òbain 2016

Oban & District 
Provincial Mod

Friday 3rd June & 
Saturday 4th June 

Tickets on sale at the door
Programmes available 

from Furan Gaelic Centre,
Oban Music and Connel 

Village Store.

North Connel & District
Horticultural Show

Plant Sale
Saturday 28 May

Victory Hall Benderloch – 
2.00pm

Perennials Herbs House plants Shrubs 
Vegetable Plants Bedding Plants 
Plants grown by local gardeners
Admission (includes teas) Adults 

£2 Children £1 Raffle Tickets Show 
schedules available

Tips on how to show your produce too!

ATTENTION all knitters, patch-
workers and crafters, the first Karelia 
House Road Show is coming to Mull.

Karelia House is having its very first 
road show in Craignure Hall, Isle of 
Mull from 10am – 4pm on Saturday 
June 4 and we are very excited!  We 
are based near Aberfeldy, Perthshire 
where we have a vast selection of 
yarns from Debbie Bliss, Noro, 
Erika Knight and Rowan as well as 
hundreds of bolts of beautiful fabrics 
from Lewis and Irene, Moda, and 
Stof.  We decided to take our shop 
on the road because so many people 

from the Highlands and islands visit 
our shop and cafe and use our online 
shop www.kareliahouse.co.uk  

We hope crafters from all over Mull 
will come and see us and maybe some 
will take the ferry over for the day 
from Oban for a chance to buy some 
of the latest and best yarns and fabrics 
we have on offer as well as patterns 
and accessories.  We will have some 
exciting special deals just for the day 
so make sure you put June 4 in the dia-
ry!  Call 01887822027 for information 
or if you want us to bring something in 
particular that you need!
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SCOTTISH Opera’s 
second tour of the Pop-up 
Opera Roadshow visits 
Oban and Rothesay in early 
June. 

With three fun-filled 
25-minute shows – A Little 
Bit of Figaro, A Little Bit 
of Mikado and A Little Bit 
of Northern Light – there’s 
something for everyone.

The specially-adapted 
trailer – designed to look 
like a miniature Theatre 
Royal in Glasgow inside 
– parks up at the Corran 
Halls in Oban on Wednes-
day, June 1, and the Mount 
Stuart Visitor Centre in 

Rothesay the following 
day with one storyteller, 
two singers, three instru-
mentalists and a series of 
colourful illustrations on 
board.

A Little Bit of Figaro – a 
bite-sized version of Mo-
zart’s irresistible opera The 
Marriage of Figaro – tells 
the tale of serving girl Su-
sanna, her cheeky fiance, 
Figaro, and their employer, 
Count Almaviva, who will 
stop at nothing to make 
Figaro and Susanna’s big 
day end in disaster.

One of Gilbert and Sulli-
van’s most popular comic 

operas, The Mikado, has 
been chopped down to cre-
ate A Little Bit of Mikado. 
The Mikado of Japan has 
decreed that flirting should 
be punishable by death. But 
when his son Nanki-Poo 
falls for the beautiful Yum-
Yum, it looks like someone 
might be heading for the 
executioner’s block.

A Little Bit of Northern 
Light is a story for children 
and families of one lonely 
little lighthouse standing 
firm against the storms of 
the North Atlantic tide. 
Set in the not too distant 
future, it is an atmospheric 

tale of Scotland’s past, 
present and future, told 
from the perspective of the 
surrounding seas and the 
ships that sail in them.

Scottish Opera’s director 
of outreach and education 
Jane Davidson said: ‘The 
Pop-up Opera Roadshow 
offers audiences across 
Scotland a truly unique 
and intimate experience. 
With the trailer covering 
1,400 miles, and parking 
up in unexpected locations 
from festivals to car parks 
along the way, we hope to 
surprise both opera fans 
and those new to opera.’

Scottish Opera 
show to pop up in Oban

Agathe de Bailliencourt plans to create work in connection with the local environment under the 
Scheuler Scholarship with Sabhal Mòr Ostaig.

A PARISIAN painter has been 
named the fourth resident artist 
at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig (SMO) on 
the Isle of Skye.

Under the Jon Schueler schol-
arship, which has been running 
for four years at the National 
Centre for Gaelic Language and 
Culture, Agathe de Bailliencourt 
plans to produce paintings in 
direct physical connection to the 
local environment, nature, water 
and shape of the landscape.  
Each piece will be related to 
each other and will reference 
Schueler’s work.

On hearing the news of her res-
idency at SMO, the Berlin-based 
artist said: ‘I am so happy to 
be awarded this scholarship, it 
means a lot to me. It is a won-
derful opportunity to further 
develop my work in such a special 
landscape on the Isle of Skye this 

coming summer. During my time 
there, I’ll focus on a series of wa-
ter-colour paintings, site specific 
in every possible sense.’

This year marks an important 
anniversary of Scheuler’s 
birth which makes Agathe’s 
appointment as the first painter 
on scholarship all the more 
appropriate, according to SMO 
members.

Kath Macleod, arts develop-
ment officer, SMO, said: ‘We 
are delighted to be welcoming 
Agathe de Bailliencourt as the 
fourth Jon Schueler Scholarship 
Artist in Residence at SMO. 
Agathe is the first painter to be 
appointed and perhaps this is 
fitting as 2016 is the centenary 
of Jon Schueler’s birth. 

‘The scholarship programme 
over four years has attracted 
more than 1,100 international 

applications from around the 
world and puts Skye and the 
Gaeltachd firmly on the map as 
an exciting place to develop con-
temporary visual art in Scotland 
responding to the unique setting 
of SMO, the National Centre for 
Gaelic Language and Culture. 

‘The three previous recipients 
of the award, Takeshi Shikama, 
Helmut Lemke and Oliver 
Mezger, will be exhibiting 
alongside work of Jon Schueler 
at SMO, opening at the ‘An 
Linne’ symposium and running 
throughout.’

This year will see the abstract 
expressionist’s work celebrated 
throughout Scotland, the UK 
and the United States. For more 
information and to book a place, 
please see Sabhal Mòr Ostaig’s 
website www.smo.uhi.ac.uk  or 
www.eventbrite.com.

A RENOWNED American 
painter whose work was in-
spired by the natural beauty 
of the Highlands is the subject 
of two exhibitions this week as 
part of an international cente-
nary celebration of his birth.

Jon Schueler, an accom-
plished artist from New York, 
spent several months each year 
painting from his studio in 
Mallaig. 

His work, which explores the 
ever-changing light and skies 
of the west coast, has been de-
scribed as ‘an ode to Scotland’.

Schueler moved to the 

Highlands in 1970, where he 
had studio in Mallaig that 
overlooked the Sound of Sleat.

His abstract expressionist 
paintings will be on show at 
An Talla Solais and RhueArt 
Galleries from Saturday, and 
it will also been shown in Mal-
laig, the town he inhabited for 
five years.

As well as the forthcoming 
exhibitions in Ullapool, 
Schueler’s work is currently on 
show in Stirling and there are 
further upcoming exhibitions 
in Inverness, Paisley and 
Argyll. 

At the heart of the pro-
gramme is a two-day sympo-
sium on Skye this month at 
Sabhal Mor Ostaig.

Magda Salvesen, the curator 
of the Schueler estate and his 
widow, said that Scotland was 
deeply important to the artist.

She said: ‘The Western High-
lands meant so much to Jon.

‘The exhibitions this year are 
truly celebrations of his work 
and an ode to Scotland.’

Ms Salvesen will travel to 
Scotland later this month to 
take part in various events 
across Scotland. Jon Schueler at the Talbot Rice Art Centre, Edinburgh, in 1981.

Artist’s Ode to Scotland 
work comes to Highlands

First painter awarded Schueler 
scholarship Gaelic college

www.facebook.com/obantimes



In this series, The Oban Times’ resident Bodach (Gaelic: old man and, by experience, often a storyteller) 
looks through archive material for articles and pictures that preserve moments from the past. There is 
always a back story – and sometimes a future one. Bodach
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WHEN I left school, most of my 
classmates went away to college or 
university. A few went straight into 
work, either in the area or further 
away. 

The options for further or higher 
education just did not exist outside 
the main towns and cities and, up 
until the creation of the University 
of the Highlands and Islands and 
its college network, there was no 
local opportunity to continue in 
education.

Since the UHI was founded in 
1992, school-leavers and mature 
students have had the chance to 
study a wide range of subjects and 
undertake vocational training at 
all levels.

This breakthrough has had a 
really positive impact on the work-
force and the economy, as more 
people can choose to stay in the 
Highlands and islands and study 
or train according to the needs of 
industry.

Interestingly, about 90 per cent 
of the people in my school year 
who left the area to work or study 
have returned and settled perma-
nently in the place in which they 
grew up.

Certainly, job opportunities 
presented themselves with big em-
ployers like the NHS or the local 
authority but emotional connec-

tions with the places in which they 
grew up were strong for a majority.

As this generation’s children are 
leaving school, they can choose to 
attend any college or university 
that their qualifications allow but, 
for a significant number, the UHI 
presents a realistic and cost-ef-
fective alternative, particularly if 
course delivery can work around 
other commitments. Some further 
education courses are particularly 
suited to certain types of rural in-
dustry and employers are afforded 
greater influence on course 
content, and how to prepare grad-
uates for work.

This is an important development 
and means that certificated and 
technically capable college-leavers 
are prepared for a particular work 
environment and understand what 
is expected of them. 

Not everyone has the capacity 
or inclination to be a manager, 
and further education has the 
potential to prepare future gen-
erations of workers to fill critical 
operational roles in fields as di-
verse as health and hospitality. If 
vocational courses are available 
for jobs in demand, then appro-
priately qualified people get good, 
local jobs – fulfilling, rewarding 
jobs that make huge contributions 
to the economy and encourage 

young people, in particular, to stay 
in the Highlands and islands.

Things don’t always work out for 
everyone. People train and qualify 
for certain professions, then go 
and do something completely 
different. Others are qualified 
but find it difficult to demonstrate 
levels of experience expected by 
some employers. 

And there still exists a gap 
between trained and qualified 
people and their readiness to work 
in certain types of environment. 
For example, 1,000 chefs enter the 
job market in Scotland every year, 
yet there is still a shortage of 1,000 
chefs.

Other disciplines can demon-
strate similar inconsistencies 
and understanding employer 
expectations will help colleges 
identify particular candidates for 
placements and recruitment. 

If the wealth and diversity of 
courses had been available in the 
Highlands and islands to my gen-
eration, a great many of us could 
have saved a lot of time, a lot of 
travelling and a lot of money.

If they are not doing it already, 
local employers and sector 
groups can shape the curriculum 
of the future to meet industry 
requirements and at the same 
time emphasise the importance of 

ambition and respect 
for customers and 
the workplace – 
qualities not nec-
essarily taught as 
part of any course.

For some, leaving 
home and familiar 
surroundings for 
work or study is a 
rite of passage but 
vocational courses 
across the further 
education network 
provide real alterna-
tives for others who 
prefer a more hands-
on type of work, and 
who may want to stay 
or move back home. 

The skills agenda is one of 
Scotland’s greatest challenges and 
we have part of the solution on our 
doorstep. It is hard to imagine an 
education sector without the UHI 
and its colleges and, if it had ex-
isted when I left school, 
I may well have chosen 
a completely different 
learning journey – a 
course that equipped 
me to make a living at 
something that inter-
ested me - and make 
me ready for a career 
at the end of it.

Get in touch with your stories at bodach@obantimes.co.uk

> cinema, radio and what’s on listings > leisure ideas > local events

TIREE Music Festival this week 
announced a top list of acts for what 
will be the biggest TMF to date. 

Over the course of the three days 
from July 15 to 17, acts including 
Levellers, Red Hot Chilli Pipers, 
Sharon Shannon, Skerryvore, 
Skipinnish, Blazin’ Fiddles and 
legendary Irish quartet Flook will 
play to a 2,000-strong crowd – more 
than three times the population of 
the island. 

Famed for its laidback atmos-
phere, TMF attracts a diverse au-
dience and is well-known as being 

one of the most family-friendly in 
the UK. 

The multi-award-winning event 
has sold out every year since its 
inception in 2010, with early bird 
tickets for the 2016 being sold out in 
four hours.

This year’s festival will feature 
three stages including the CalMac 
Live Lounge in the heart of the 
TMF Community Village – a pur-
pose-built arena packed with cre-
ative activities and the best of west 
coast produce from Argyll Foods. 

As well as the music, there will be 

special sea-life trips with Basking 
Shark Scotland and the first TMF 
‘flash-mob’ co-ordinated by Eden 
Court Creative.

‘This is the most exciting and 
eclectic TMF line up to date,’ said 
artistic director Daniel Gillespie.

‘Securing international acts like 
Levellers, Flook, Sharon Shannon 
and Nashville singer Jesse Terry 
alongside the very best Scottish 
artists like Breabach, Blazin’ 
Fiddles and Fergie MacDonald is 
what makes the journey to TMF so 
special.

‘With four extra sailings from 
CalMac and three extra scheduled 
flights from FlyBe, the journey to 
the ‘Hawaii of the north’ is more 
accessible than ever.’ 

Those who aren’t lucky enough 
to snap up tickets can soak up the 
sights and sounds as BBC Alba will 
record highlights and performances 
for the second year, providing an 
insight into what makes the festival 
and the island so appealing. 

Go to www.facebook.com/Tir-
ee-Music-Festival or @TireeMu-
sicFest.

TAYNUILT-BASED dance 
company Ballet West put on 
its 25th anniversary end-of-
year showcase performances 
at the weekend.

The performances were 
held in the Corran Halls 
on Friday and Saturday 
evenings (May 20 and 21).

These were some of the 
final performances of the 
year for all the students 
and were also particularly 
important for the degree 
students, as it was the final 
assessment for them before 
graduation.

The show comprised of a 
number of individual dance 
pieces choreographed 
either by the students 
themselves or by guest 
choreographers.

A highlight was a new 
work, Esercicy, choreo-

graphed by Ballet West’s 
artistic advisor, and award 
winning choreographer 
Daniel Job, to the music of 
Carl Czerny.

The showcase will also be 
put on in Stirling Universi-
ty’s MacRobert Centre on 
June 4, when there will be 
an afternoon and evening 
performance.

Ballet West principal 
Gillian Barton said the 
showcase was a ‘wonderful 
opportunity for audiences 
in both Oban and Stirling 
to see our very talented 
young performers as they 
are about to move on to the 
professional stage. For the 
70 students, Ballet West’s 
showcases provide inval-
uable experience of live 
performance in a theatre 
setting.’

MADE in Lochaber ran a local 
food and drink trade fair on 
Thursday.

The event, held in Ben Nevis 
Distillery, was organised in asso-
ciation with Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce, with funding from 
the Community Food Fund.

Joanne Matheson of Made in 
Lochaber told The Oban Times 
that the aim of the fair was to 
‘encourage local businesses to 
prioritise local produce in busi-
ness’ and help smaller businesses 
to start up and provide them with 
‘new routes-to-market for their 
products’.

There were a range of small 
and micro food and drink busi-
nesses present, as well as some 
craft stalls.

Glenuig Inn gave a presentation 
on its new food into fuel project, 
whereby all its food waste gets 
recycled and  turned into fuel 
pellets.

Zero Waste Lochaber was also 
present, talking to businesses 
about ways to reduce waste.

Adam Veitch has recently start-
ed up doughies, a sourdough mi-
cro bakery from Muirshearlich 
and this was his first trade event.

He said: ‘It’s been really good, 
I’ve met businesses that will take 
some bread and there’s been 
quite a lot of individuals as well.’

Sophie Yorke was one o the 

representatives for Ardnamur-
chan Distillery. 

She said the event was a ‘good 
experience’ and she had made 
contact with local businesses and 
B&Bs as well as people looking 
to bake cakes with their whisky 
in them.

Speaking about the turnout 
of the fair, she added: ‘It’s been 
constant all day. 

‘There’s not really been a quiet 
spell at all.’

Alison MacDonald was show-
casing her hand-made chocolates 
for her company Chocolate Box. 

She has been making the choc-
olates from home for the last two 
years and has only been produc-
ing full time since February this 
year.

She supplies for Gallery in 
the Fort and Deli Craft on Fort 
William High Street, as well as 
producing Ben Nevis whisky 
chocolates for the distillery itself.

She said: ‘For me, today is 
about showcasing different 
flavours and different shapes of 
chocolates and telling people the 
different things you can do with 
chocolate.

‘It’s been very successful. I 
don’t have a shop front so many 
locals haven’t heard of me. It’s 
been good to meet people and 
make myself known. It’s been 
very worthwhile.’

 Serving up a tray of Made in Lochaber goodies, Secretary Joanne 
Matheson and Ben Nevis Distillery chef, Richard Szabo. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Made in Lochaber 
gives small businesses 
a foot in the door

Tiree Music Festival announces headline 
acts for expanding sell-out event

Corran Halls points to future ballet stars 

ambition and respect 

rite of passage but 
vocational courses 
across the further 
education network 
provide real alterna-
tives for others who 
prefer a more hands-
on type of work, and 
who may want to stay 

isted when I left school, 

Further education is now available – but it wasn’t always so in the Highlands

Maolachy’s
Garden

Lochavich 
PA35 1HJ  

Sat/ Sun May 28/29 
2.00pm - 6.00pm 

(Plant sales & teas)

At Kilmelford turn 
east on Lochavich 

Road, 4 miles to 
Maolachy. From 

Lochaweside take 
Kilmelford Road, 

Maolachy is 1 mile 
beyond Loch Avich.

Knock Cottage, 
Lochgair PA31 8RZ  
Sat/ Sun 28/29 May 

1.30pm - 5.00pm  
-  (Teas) 

On A83 
Lochgilphead to 

Inverary, half mile 
from Lochgair 

Hotel.

Scotlands Gardens 
Argyll
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Loch Etive House, Connel, Argyll PA37 1PH  

Tel: 01631 710 509

All types of building 
work undertaken

We are proud to support 
Oban Rotary Am Am

NHBC Registered Builders

The Community Charity Shop

MacQueen
SELF STORAGE LTD

AND

are very pleased to sponsor the Rotary Club 

and Glencruitten Golf Club in their marvellous 

community fund raising Am-Am Competition

The Community Charity Shop
The White Building, 
North Pier, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 5QD
Tel: 01631 564848
Opening hours Mon-Sat 10am-4pm

Tel: 01631 564848    Email: info@macqueenbros.com

Your donations of bric-a-brac and furniture make this 
shop an invaluable asset to our community

ROTARY CLUB OF OBAN GOLF AM-AM
SUNDAY 5th JUNE 2016

                                         
Tee o�  time TEAM NAME
7.20 Lorne Walton Electrical 
7.30 Andy’s Giants 
7.40 Breedon Aggregates 
7.50 La� erty’s Lads 
8.00 Munro’s Garage 
8.10 John MacEachen 
8.20 Oban Express 
8.30 MacArthur Legal 
8.40 Jackson Brothers 
8.50 The Grumpies 
9.00 Neilly 3 + 3 
9.20 Oban Memorials 
9.30 D M Hall  
9.40 D & A Munn  
9.50 Oban Camanachd ‘B’  
10.00 Scottish Sea Farms  
10.10 La� erty’s  
10.20 Aulay’s Bar  
10.30 Dalmally 1  
10.40 Self Storage Select Squad  
10.50 Oban Camanachd ‘A’  
11.00 Dalmally 2  
11.10 Dalmally 3  
11.20 Homebase  
11.30 China Restaurant  
11.40 Glensanda  
11.50 Hughies Ramblers  
12.00 Lochaber Roaties  
12.20 Coasters  
12.30 Ross Electrical, Oban
12.40 Rotary Club of Bridge of Allan and Dunblane
12.50 Dubai ‘A’
13.00 Dubai ‘B’
13.10 Rotary Club of Oban
13.20 Markie Dans 
13.30 K.W. Plumbing & Heating
13.40 Ginty’s Boys
13.50 Bank of Scotland
14.00 Ross Electrical Glasgow
14.20 Safety Management Services
14.30 Bennie and the Jets
14.40 Paint Shop Boys
14.50 Pink Ladies
15.00 The Oban Times
ALL TEAMS ARE REQUESTED TO REGISTER WITH 
THE STARTER AT LEAST 30 MINUTES BEFORE THEIR 
TEE OFF TIME

Oban Rotary’s principal fundraising event tees o�  on the � rst Sunday in June

Oban Rotary annual AmAm

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the official magazine 
of the Standing Council 

of Scottish Chiefs, 
the new-look Scots 

Heritage magazine is an 
unbeatable read. 

UK subscription: £15  
Worldwide subscription: £25

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

ONLY 
£15

OVER THE years I have had the pleasure through my work 
and volunteering of visiting every part of ward � ve.  I live in 
North Connel, I am a volunteer presenter on Oban FM and 
I am by profession a fashion designer. 

I am deeply concerned by the erosion of our essential 
services. It is unacceptable to impose service cuts that 
impact negatively on our community. As your councillor, I 
will � ght to ensure that everyone who lives in our area will 
do so in dignity.

My work with a social enterprise in Oban gives me a clear 
understanding of the challenges faced by small business-
es, both in terms of sustainability and recruitment. As your 
councillor, I would seek ways of encouraging economic 
growth and new jobs to the area.

Community groups are the lifeblood of any community 
and a lifeline for many who live in this ward. Community 
empowerment is essential if our area is to � ourish. I f 
elected as your representative on the council, I will be 
championing this cause.

We live in a region that is rich in natural resources. It is 
steeped in history and possesses a cultural heritage that is 
world-renowned. I believe that much more can be done to 
capitalise on these assets.  

This area has many challenges and it is rich in opportuni-
ty.  I am asking you to give me your vote on June 2 so that 
together we can manage the challenges and maximise the 
opportunities. 

IF ELECTED, I will pledge to work with other councillors, 
community groups, local businesses and residents for 
the bene� t of the area. 

I believe that the priorities for the ward include: 
completing the provision of superfast broadband and 
improving 4G mobile provision for the area, as this is 
essential for both job creation and retention in the 
area; ensuring that healthcare initiatives such as the 
provision of maternity scanning and NHS dentistry 
at the Lorn and Islands District General Hospital are 
realis ed; that there is additional investment in the 
local roads network, in particular the A82, A85, and 
A816, which is necessary to improve road safety; that 
the rural primary schools in the area continue to be 
retained; and that long-term projects for the growth 
of the area, such as the Lorn Arc development plan, 
and Oban CHORD, are utilised to their full potential. 

It is clearly the case that some di�  cult choices will 
unfortunately need to be made by Argyll and Bute 
Council in the coming � nancial years due to the fund-
ing arrangements for local government in Scotland, 
which have been enacted by the Scottish Parliament in 
recent years. I will try to work with fellow councillors in 
the Oban, Lorn and the Isles area, as well as the other 
councillors in Argyll and Bute to try to secure the best 
deal for the area, and I pledge to be a hard-working 
and accessible councillor.

OVER the past few years I have listened and worked with 
communities across Oban and Lorn. 

For our area’s future, we must encourage more young 
people to remain here. Support for businesses investing 
to provide apprenticeships and a broader range of jobs 
will give greater security of employment. With people also 
waiting years on housing lists, I will work to identify land 
for construction of more a� ordable and social housing.

Broadband connections are problematic for many 
households and businesses. I will push for more coopera-
tion from BT and government with community groups to 
address this, and to extend the areas covered by superfast 
broadband. Parking in Oban remains di�  cult and we must 
start planning now for enough spaces for people to access 
businesses and facilities.

The nine-year council tax freeze caused drastic cuts in 
services and left roads in an appalling state. A moderate 
tax increase now would allow us to protect vital services 
and start catching up on the backlog of road maintenance.

I am standing as an Independent candidate because 
tackling local issues will require working across political 
lines. My experience includes being an Oban Community 
Councillor and a trade union steward. I am currently a 
computer technician in the high school, which I would 
resign from if elected to serve full-time representing Oban 
and Lorn. To support a� ordable housing, protect frontline 
services and encourage investment, please vote for me.

I AM campaigning on local issues vital to residents. 
Among the major ones are the regeneration of Oban 
town centre, building a new Oban High School, deliver-
ing superfast broadband and mobile phone coverage 
to Argyll and Bute, and improving our dreadful roads. 

I believe that community councils should have more 
powers delegated to them by Argyll and Bute with 
attendant budgets. It’s not possible to attend every 
community council meeting in person but I will attend 
as many meetings as I can and will keep in touch in 
other ways if attendance is not possible. I will keep 
community councils informed on matters that a� ect 
their areas and take up their concerns.  

My profession is engineering. One of my projects was 
working on performance analysis of Cruachan power 
station. I live in Salen on Mull.  

I make only one promise to the voters of Oban North 
and Lorn: if elected I will campaign on local issues and 
keep residents informed all year round. I work closely 
with former MP Alan Reid who said: ‘David will be a 
very hard working councillor and will get a lot done for 
Oban North and Lorn. I am giving him my full support.’

If elected, I will be a member of the Liberal Demo-
crat group on the council, which became part of the 
administration when the previous SNP group found 
itself incapable of running the council and threw in 
the towel.

BY-ELECTION SPECIAL: Meet the candidates for Oban North and Lorn on June 2

Andrew Vennard, Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist

David Pollard, 
Liberal Democrats

Breege Smyth, 
SNP

Kieron Green,
Independent
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Sale of cattle on Thursday, May 19

Farming
CALEDONIAN Marts, Stirling, held a sale of 168 cattle last 
Thursday.

Prime bullocks averaged – 199p. Prime heifers averaged – 
204p. OTM cattle – 147p. Beef cows averaged – 121p. Dairy 
cows averaged – 108p. Young bulls averaged – 171p. Cast 
bulls averaged – 107p. 

Caledonian Marts Ltd sold 168 cattle, comprising of 86 
prime bullocks and heifers, 15 young bulls, three OTM cattle 
and 64 cast cows and bulls. 

Caledonian Marts Ltd held their annual show and sale of 
Limousin prime cattle on the same day, sponsored by the 
British Limousin Cattle Society and judged by Scott Watson, 
Forfar. 

With an excellent show of cattle forward, the overall 
champion went to T H Gray, Balquharrage, Lennoxtown, 
for a bullock which later sold for 275ppkg or £1435.50, 
purchased by the judge – Scott Watson on behalf of Scott 
Bros, Dundee. 

The reserve champion went to W Dandie, Learielaw, Brox-
burn, for a  heifer which later sold for 280ppkg or £1612.80, 
purchased by H A Black & Sons, Unit 10, Whiteside Ind Est, 
West Lothian. 

Bullocks sold to 232ppkg (twice) for limousins from 
T H Gray, Balquharrage, Lennoxtown, purchased by 
D Campbell & Son Butchers, 28 Ancaster Square, Callander, 
and from  A S Hay, Mains of Cultmalundie, Tibbermore, 
and for £1480.10 for a British Blue from P Johnston & Son, 
Glenrigg, Falkirk, purchased by H A Black & Son, Unit 10, 
Whiteside Ind Est, West Lothian. 

Heifers sold for 240ppkg for a limousin from A S Hay, 
Mains of Cultmalundie, Tibbermore, purchased by H A 
Black & Sons, Unit 10, Whiteside Ind Est, West Lothian, and 
for £1483.20 for the same beast. 

Other leading prices were as follows.
Bullock ppkg:- 230p Balquharrage & Learielaw 
Bullock/head:-  £1554.80 Learielaw 
Heifer ppkg:- 234p Mains of Cultmalundie 
228p Easterton 
226p Kinneil Mill 
225p Moorfield 
222p Easterton 
220p East Camps (twice) 
218p Kinneil Mill
£1480.10 Glenrigg 
£1469.00 Kinneil Mill 
£1458.88 Greencraig 
£1456.96 Mains of Cultmalundie 
£1438.80 Kinneil Mill 
£1421.28 Millearn 
£1403.60 East Camps 
£1386.24 Molemont 
£1384.60 + £1376.00 Moorfield 
£1368.08 Molemont & East Dron
232p Easterton 
222p Moorfield & Dullomuir 
218p, 212p + 210 Dullomuir 
208p Glenrigg & Meikle Seggie 
Heifer/head:- £1404.00 Mains of Cultmalundie 
£1293.60 Dullomuir 
£1268.56 Glenrigg 
£1243.20 Moorfield 
£1223.04 Glenrigg 
£1212.30 East Dron
Young bulls sold to 214ppkg for a limousin from I W 

Brisbane & Son, South Woodlane, Blairdrummond, and 
to £1542.24 for a Limousin from W Dick & Son, Mains of 
Throsk, Throsk. 

Other leading prices were as follows.
YB ppkg:-204p Mains of Throsk (Lim) 
202p South Woodlane (Lim) 
198p South Woodlane (Lim) & Dougall Estates (BDA) 
195p Mains of Throsk (Lim)
YB/head:- £1449.36 Dougall Estates (BDA) 
£1373.88 & £1245.48 South Woodlane (Lim) 
£1228.50 Mains of Throsk (Lim)
Beef cows sold to 161ppkg for a BB from Messrs Paterson 

& Sons, Stenhouse, Kirkcaldy and to £1370 for  Charollais 
from A MacGregor, Allanfauld, Kilsyth.

Dairy cows sold to 121ppkg from R Nelson, Blairmains, 
Culross and to £900 from Messrs Paterson & Son, Sten-
house, Kirkaldy. 

Cast bulls sold to 128ppkg for a BB from T H Gray & Sons, 
Highflat,  Carmunnock.

Other leading prices were as follows.
Beef cow ppkg: 159p Mains of Throsk 
Beef cow/head: £1270 Templehall 
Dairy cow ppkg: 119p Carneil & Hayston 
Dairy cow/head: £860 Gallamuir 
150p Allanfauld & Mains of Throsk 
146p Barochan Cross 
138p + 137p Auchmuir 
136p Broompark
£1170 Brownhill & Mains of Throsk 
£1090 Gallamuir 
£1040 Broompark 
£1020 Barochan
117p Broompark 
114p Gallamuir 
113p Blairmains 
112p Gallamuir
£850 Blairmains 
£840 Carneil & Hayston 
£810 Broompark 
£780 Summerhouse
Cast bulls/head: £1170 Balquharrage 
£1000 Carneil.

A CROFTING leader says he ‘cannot un-
derstand’ why the Crofting Commission 
has brought common grazing complaints 
into the public eye – accusing the agency 
of badly mishandling the situation. 

The accusation came after the unprec-
edented decision to remove the Manger-
sta township committee on the isle of 
Lewis, followed last week by a similar 
move on Upper Coll.

The row escalated when Upper Coll 
common grazings committee applied to 
Inverness Sheriff Court for an interim 
interdict to halt the imposition of a graz-
ings constable. This was refused, after 
which the commission released a state-
ment saying that the grazings constable 
‘will continue his investigations and will 
also be available to provide shareholders 
with the opportunity to deal with any 
concerns or urgent matters relating to 
the grazings that they may have’.

Confirming this is the first time that 
such action has been taken by the Crofting 
Commission, a spokeswoman explained 
its reasons. She said: ‘Action in the cases 
resulted from an approach to the Crofting 
Commission by shareholders in the graz-
ings, asking the commission to investigate 
issues relating to the functioning of the 
grazings committee. The commission will 
investigate when requests of this nature 
are brought to us by shareholders.’

Crofters’ organisation, the Scottish 
Crofting Federation (SCF), said its 
members were ‘perplexed’ at the com-
mission’s ‘extraordinary behaviour’.

SCF chief executive Patrick Krause 
said: ‘At the moment less than 50 per 
cent of common grazings are regulated. 
We were keen to see this increase but 
the current situation certainly does not 
encourage regulation. What is, in fact, 
happening is that other grazings com-
mittees are getting nervous.

‘I don’t know what will happen next 
with Upper Coll. They may decide to go 
on as an unregulated grazing.’

After a closed meeting between the 
Crofting Commission and Mangersta 
shareholders on Tuesday May 17, the 
commission said: ‘We are committed to 
achieving a resolution in Mangersta and 
would like to encourage shareholders to 
continue to work with us and hope that 
this leads to the appointment of a new 
grazings committee in the near future.’

Mr Krause continued: ‘The com-
mission has not said directly what the 
problem is but I suspect that the com-

mittees perhaps failed to fulfil some of 
the pernickity parts of their duties, while 
managing the grazing as best they could. 

‘The point is that I cannot understand 
why the commission decided to pursue 

this with such vigour and cost to the 
public purse. By sacking the grazing 
committees, they allowed this to enter 
the public domain, and the accusations 
are terrible for the people involved.

‘What the SCF is saying is that the 
Crofting Commission has handled this 
situation really badly. This will lead to 
ill feeling and does nothing to help the 
future of crofting.’

ARGYLL and Bute Council has voted 
not to support the Scottish Govern-
ment’s plans to designate the Inner 
Hebrides and Minch a Special Area 
of Conservation (SAC) for Scotland’s 
smallest cetacean, the harbour porpoise.

Meeting in Kilmory Castle, Lochgil-
phead, on Wednesday last week, the 
council’s planning committee unani-
mously endorsed its officers’ response 
to a public consultation from Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH), due to close 
later that day.

Councillor Robin Currie told the meet-
ing: ‘We might as well put a ‘museum 
centre’ sign around the UK and say: ‘No 
one enter’. Do we support the SAC? No.’

Councillor George Freeman added: 
‘The trouble is no-one will be able to do 
anything in the waters around Argyll and 
Bute.’

An EU Habitats Directive prohibits 
the deliberate killing, capturing or 
disturbance of the marine mammal 
in European waters, but this is not 
thought sufficient protection. So UK 

governments are also legally obliged to 
designate SACs to protect its habitat 
and prey and five more are planned in 
the waters around England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.

SNH’s scientific study has identified a 
13,539 km² site encompassing the Inner 
Hebrides and the Minch - 13.8 per cent 
of the harbour porpoises’ habitat in west 
of Scotland waters - as home to 31.4 per 
cent of the species’ population. An eight 
week consultation to designate the area 
stretching from Islay to Lewis a SAC 
began on March 23.

SNH argued that ‘large sites are eco-
logically more sensible for wide-ranging 
species that can move over large distanc-
es’ and concluded: ‘we are confident the 
evidence is sufficient to designate the 
site’. 

But while Argyll and Bute Council rec-
ognised this ‘important species warrants 
conservation’, it held the harbour por-
poise ‘is already protected by a range of 
measures’. The council withheld overall 
support, it said, ‘based on concerns over 
the scale of the site, number and extent 
of existing designations and uncertainty 
over management advice’ which ‘may 
become more restrictive’.

However, it added: ‘The scientific evi-
dence to support the proposal appears to 
be appropriate in relation to the selected 
criteria and current management advice 

suggests that activities are unlikely to 
be significantly affected in economic 
terms.’

Arguing on behalf of the SAC, cam-
paigner Jean Ainslie wrote to The Oban 
Times: ‘There needs to be areas where 
there cannot be a fishery which can 
destroy [the harbour porpoise]. Tangle 
netting is an unacceptable method of 
fishing and has a horrendous bycatch. 

‘Tangle nets were left set on the 
seabed to catch crawfish. They also kill 
porpoise, seals and dolphins. Porpoise, 
like us, are air breathing mammals, the 
nets are ‘invisible’ to their echolocation 
so they become trapped and unable to 
reach the surface they drown.

‘Observer studies on fishing boats have 
recorded 7,785 porpoises caught in the 
North Sea and 2,200 in the Celtic Sea. 
A study in Barra some years ago found 
that two boats fishing with tangle nets 
killed 107 seals in just two months – they 
caught more seals than crawfish.

‘Although banned at present, it could 
conceivably come back at some stage. 
Protection as proposed would mean that 
this type of fishing could not come back 
within the SAC.’

Common grazing dispute 
was ‘really badly handled’

Vote opposes new conservation area

Less than half of all common grazings are regulated and Patrick Krause, inset, has condemned the way it was handled.

Crofting Commission welcomes legal decision
THE CROFTING Commission has wel-
comed the decision made by Highland 
Council’s planning, development and 
infrastructure committee to remove 
the use of legal agreements under 
section 75 of the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 when 
issuing planning permission on croft 
land in the hinterland.

Crofting Commission chief execu-
tive Catriona Maclean said: ‘This is 
good news for many crofters in the 
hinterland.  

‘The review of this policy will help 
crofters to secure loan � nance for 
building a home as the existence of 
section 75 agreements is problematic 
for many lenders. 

‘This change, along with increased 
support in the Croft House Grant 
Scheme and the Highland Self-Build 
Loan Fund, provides important � nan-
cial assistance to attract and retain 
people in our crofting communities 
and also in helping crofters to ful� l 
their duty of living on or close to their 
croft.

‘Access to housing is one of the � ve 
crofting priorities the commission 
and other stakeholders presented to 
the crofting minister at the end of last 
year as an essential component to se-
cure the future of the crofting system.  

‘The Crofting Commission recog-
nises the di�  culties faced by crofters 
who want to build homes on their 

crofts and we have taken a number of 
steps to support them.  We have had 
discussions with banks and mortgage 
lenders to try to ease the di�  culties 
crofters have in obtaining � nance and 
we held a planning summit with local 
authorities from across the crofting 
counties to highlight the needs of 
crofters and how we can balance 
housing need with land management.   

‘We welcome the head of planning 
at Highland Council Mr Macleod’s 
desire to work with the commission 
on this matter and we are extremely 
pleased that the council recognises 
the positive contribution that crofters 
make to the sustainability of both the 
rural economy and communities.’

Whitebred 
Shorthorn bulls 

for sale.
Excellent 

conformation
Tick acclimitised

Fully PCHS 
accredited.

07939 630730
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TO LET WANTED COMMERCIAL
FOR SALE

Oban-based Building Company
Leasehold yard with joinery workshop, 

offi ce and various stores
Excellent client list and work in progress

For sale as a going concern
Offers invited

Tel: 01631 562637
Black & King, Chartered Surveyors

www.blackkingproperty.co.uk

TO LET
340m2 Warehouse/

Workshop Unit
Torran Gorm Industrial Estate, Oban

Suitable for a range of uses, includes 
integral offi ces, canteen, WCs and yard

Tel: 01631 562637
Black & King, Chartered Surveyors

www.blackkingproperty.co.uk

BUSINESS FOR SALE
(Leasehold)

Tarbert, Argyll
An Tairbeart Centre

Prominent Café/Shop with six ‘glamping’ 
camping pods offering huge potential.

Tel: 01631 562637
Black & King, Chartered Surveyors

www.blackkingproperty.co.uk

TO LET
Newly refurbished semi 

detached stone build 
cottage in Tayinloan. 

Panel heating, 
unfurnished, 2 bedrooms, 

dining room/3rd 
bedroom, garden. 

£400 pcm. 
Tel: 01583 441 275

Landlord Reg 
No. 84197-130-22440

EPC rating - C

Two mature 
ladies looking 
for 2 bedroom 

house or fl at for 
long term let, 
unfurnished in 

Oban
Tel Alison on 
07966086602

PARENTS are not doing 
enough to encourage 
children into house-
building, new research 
from the NHBC Foundation 
fi nds.

Four out of 10 parents 
(42 per cent) say that they 
would not encourage their 
children, aged 11 or over, 
to pursue a career in the 
house-building industry, 
according to new research 
by the NHBC Foundation.

The fi ndings have raised 
concern that a lack of 
parental support may be 
preventing youngsters 
from pursuing a hugely 
rewarding career in one of 
the UK’s most successful 
and thriving industries at 
a time of huge demand for 
high quality new homes.

The NHBC Foundation, 
the research arm of NHBC, 
the UK’s leading home 
warranty and insurance 
provider, has launched 
a new online Lego fi lm 
aimed directly at young 
people to highlight the 
many benefi ts of a career 
in house-building including: 
great training opportunities, 
wide career choice with 
good earning potential and 
rewarding work creating a 
lasting legacy.

It follows NHBC 

Foundation’s A Career of 
Choice: attracting talented 
young people into house-
building report, published 
last year, which found that 
the UK house-building 
industry needs to challenge 
misconceptions if it is to 
attract and recruit young 
people.

When asked about house-
building, young people could 
often identify jobs in the 
trades such as bricklaying 
and plumbing but, apart 
from architecture, were 
largely unable to identify 
technical, professional and 
managerial job areas.

It found that the poor 
image of house-building 
remains a challenge to 
recruitment with more than 
a quarter of young people 
citing it as a barrier.

Other issues relate to a 
lack of information about 
careers and a perceived 
lack of professional and 
managerial opportunities.

But when young people 
– particularly girls - were 
given positive, factual 
information about the wider 
benefi ts of house-building, 
many felt much more 
interested in considering it 
as a career.

The new online Lego fi lm 
from the NHBC Foundation 

aims to showcase the 
wide range of career 
options available to young 
people and encourages 
them to visit the Home 
Building Federation’s 
comprehensive House-
Building Careers online 
resource.

Research from the 
CITB has found great 
opportunities for career 
progression with 38 per 
cent of people entering the 
industry as apprentices 

reaching manager level.
Seven out of 10 people 

who enter construction 
spend their whole working 
lives in the industry.

People joining the industry 
have the opportunity to 
work for some of the most 
successful companies in 
the UK – there are currently 
four major house-building 
companies listed in the 
FTSE 100.

With unprecedented levels 
of demand for high quality 

new homes across the UK, 
the house-building industry 
is experiencing an acute 
skills shortage. With the 
most recent ONS fi gures 
showing that there are 
20,000 current vacancies 
across the industry, now 
has never been a better 
time to begin a career in the 
sector.

A ComRes poll of 1,064 
parents found that parents 
could do more to encourage 
their children to pursue a 

career in the house-building 
industry. Twenty-nine 
per cent of parents said 
they would not be likely to 
encourage children under 
10 into the house-building 
industry. But this increases 
to 42 per cent once their 
children are aged 11 or over 
– showing a marked shift in 
attitudes from parents as 
their children get closer to 
the age when they decide 
on a career path.

The research found that 

the majority of parents 
believe ‘good pay’ and 
‘opportunities for career 
progression’ are the most 
important factors for 
children to have in their 
career (60 per cent say this 
for each), followed by doing 
something worthwhile (51 
per cent).

NHBC Chief Executive 
Mike Quinton said: 
‘House-building is a hugely 
rewarding career which 
offers good salaries, great 
opportunities and creates 
a legacy which will last for 
generations.

‘Parents play a major role 
in infl uencing and informing 
their children about future 
career choices. We hope 
that our new online fi lm 
encourages more parents 
and young people to 
consider a career in one of 
the UK’s most thriving and 
successful industries

‘With demand for high-
quality new houses at high 
levels, there has never 
been a better time to begin 
a career in house-building.’

ComRes interviewed 1,064 GB 
parents of children aged under 
18 online between 29th April 
and 5th May 2016. Data are 
weighted to be representative 
of all British adults aged 18+. 
Full results can be found at 
www.comres.co.uk.

NHBC Foundation’s online animated video featuring Lego 
characters looks to attract a new wave of builders.

Lego � lm to provide building blocks in career choices

The Lodge, Connel

£490 
Per Calendar Month

Hawthorn, Appin

£600
Per Calendar Month

Kilberry, Lochgilphead

OIRO £180,000

Stevenson Street, Oban

£440
Per Calendar Month

Island Cabins, Strongarbh

OIRO £100,000

Properties for sale and let
w: www.west-property.co.uk     e: info@west-property.co.uk        t: 01631 569 466

If the UK leaves 
the European Union, 

the move could have an e� ect on the 
country’s residential property markets, 
according to a new report.

The report from the National 
Association of Estate Agents (NAEA) 
and the Association of Residential 
Letting Agents (ARLA) compiled with 
the Centre for Economics and Business 
Research (Cebr), highlights a number 
of short- and long-term implications 
potentially arising from the upcoming 
vote. 

According to Mark Hayward, NAEA 
managing director, a leave vote could 
provide � rst time-buyers with breathing 
space as demand for housing would be 
expected to ease o� . 

Reduced migration would also a� ect 
the private rental sector. Currently, 
private renting is a more popular choice 
among UK residents born in other EU 
countries than for UK-born individuals. 
The report says that if migration 
reduces the � ow of renters from Europe, 
demand will weaken, which would put 
downward pressure on rent costs.

‘The fact that rent costs would face 
downward pressure is both a blessing 
and a curse. While renters should face 

fair and reasonable prices, landlords 
need to be able to at least break even 
on any out goings they have, such 
as a mortgage,’ said David Cox, ARLA 
managing director.

‘If demand eases to such an extent 
that landlords cannot recuperate costs, 
we’ll likely see a mass exit from the 
market, which would then just have the 
opposite e� ect on demand as supply 
falls and we’d be back to square one,’ he 
added.

Mark Hayward also explained that 
it’s not as simple as saying that Brexit 
would have a positive or negative e� ect 
on the property market. ‘We might like 
to believe, for example, that the ease 
in demand and lower prices will allow 
� rst time buyers a route into the market, 
but any transactions may be put o�  
for the short term until the period of 
uncertainty is over,’ he said.

However, despite all the speculation, 
no one can be sure what will happen. 
Much of the hype in the media at 
present is in relation to if we leave the 
EU. But if the vote is ‘No’ then I can see 
the market continuing as before, with a 
buoyant rental market and high rental 
demand. We will just have to wait and 
see!

UK vote on future in EU could 
impact housing markets

• Detached Cottage dating 
back to 1896

• 2 Bed/ 1 Shower Room
• Mature garden
• Distant sea views
• Within walking distance of 

the renowned Kilberry Bay
• EPC Rating - F (32)

• Detached Cabin
• 2 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
• Central Location
• Carport & Private Garden
• Great Rental Investment
• EPC Rating - E53

Albert Street, Tobermory

OIEO £225,000

• Semi-Detached House
• 4 Bedrooms/2 Shower Rooms
• Annex Double Room/

Wet Room
• Beautiful Rural Location
• Good Transport Links
• EPC Rating - E (39)

Schiehallion is a spacious 4 bedroom terraced 
cottage conversion located in Tobermory on the 
Isle of Mull. This deceptively spacious 1 storey 
converted cottage o� ers generous living spaces, 
self contained holiday rental and garden and is 
close to all the amenities Tobermory has to o� er.

The Lodge is a delightful traditional cottage 
situated in the small settlement of Kilberry on 
Argyll’s beautiful west coast. Dating back to 
1896, the cottage is situated only a short walk 
from Kilberry Bay where you can enjoy beautiful 
westerly views and stunning sunsets. 

10 The Cabins is a detached 2 bedroom wooden 
framed cabin situated above the town of Tobermory 
on the Isle of Mull. Previously let as a holiday rental, 
the property is well proportioned comprising a 
lounge, which accommodates a seating area, and 
dining table. 

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 En-suite
• Private Garden & Parking
• Newly Refurbished
• Stunning views over Appin
• Bright & Airy
• Landlord Reg: 466844/130/18521
• EPC: D (60)

• One bedroom � at
• Located Centrally in Oban
• Unfurnished
• White goods included
• Council Tax Band tbc
• EPC - D
• Landlord Reg: 

91986/130/31040
• Deposit and References required

• Fully Furnished
• 1 Bedroom Lodge
• EPC- G10.
• Council Tax Band to be 

con� rmed.
• Landlord Registrations - 

447744/130/21381 - 44774

Spacious 2 bedroom detached bungalow. This property 
has been recently renovated throughout and is finished to 
a high standard. The accommodation comprises of a large 
lounge, kitchen, family bathroom and 2 bedrooms, one 
with an en suite shower room. 

Four, well presented 1 bedroom flats available in 
Oban town centre. Each bright flat comprises of 
lounge/kitchen area, bedroom and bathroom.

A fully-furnished one bedroom lodge house located 
in Connel. The property is equipped with beds, 
wardrobe, living room furniture and all white goods.

AVAILABLE VIEWINGS START MID 
JUNE: APPLY TODAY

CLOSING DATE 
APPROACHING

Sta� a House, Fionnphort

OIEO £350,000

• Highly successful, 
award-winning B&B

• 4 en-suite bedrooms & separate 
owner accommodation

• Beautiful conservatory 
with views to Iona

• Large private garden
• EPC rating E43

Built in 1923 by a local stonemason, Sta� a House 
is a spacious � ve bedroom, two-storey detached 
house situated in Fionnphort on the Ross of Mull. 
Currently run as a B&B (graded 3-star Gold with Visit 
Scotland), the house comprises four en-suite guest 
bedrooms and private owner accommodation.

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

GREAT DEMAND FOR 
PROPERTIES AVAILABLE 

SEPTEMBER – 

LANDLORDS GET IN 
TOUCH TODAY!

TO LET
3 BEDROOM 

COTTAGE
Balvicar, 

Isle of Seil
£640PCM no DSS

Landlord Reg: 
28506/ 130/ 13010

Te: 01852 300432
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP 

PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perth-
shire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
any 4x4 vehicle, Landrover, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc, all makes and models, any 
age, mileage or condition, non runners/

MOT failures accepted.  Collection 
anywhere.  Top cash prices paid.

Telephone 07340367285 or 
01382 843415

WANTED
Any 4x4, Landrover, Nissan, 
Mitsubishi, Toyota etc, MOT 

failure or high mileage 
considered.

Telephone 07840906053

WANTED
All cars, vans and 4 x 4’s, high 
mileage, any condition, non 

runners, MOT failures accepted.  
Collection anywhere.  Top cash 

prices paid.

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range 
from £5,995*

USED CARS
65 Renault Captur DYN S Nav, 1.5 DCi ,Auto, 5Dr, Silver, 
1,600miles .............................................................................£16,250
65/16 Dacia Sandero Laureate, DCi, 5dr, black, 200 miles.........£9,995
65 Dacia Sandero Ambience, 1.5 DCi , 5dr, Red,
Delivery Mileage ......................................................................£8,995
63 Dacia Stepway Laureate, tce, black, 37,000 miles................£6,750
14 Renault Scenic Dyn, Energy DCi, 1.5, T/tom, Black, 
15,250 miles ..........................................................................£12,950
64 Renault Twingo DYN TCE SS, 3Dr ,White, 13,600 Miles ................... £8,995
13 Renault Megane, DYN, DCi, m/nav, sport tourer, blue, 21,000 miles.....£9,850

14 Renault Clio Dyn M/Nav 1.2,  5 Dr Red, 10,850 Miles........... £9,250
62/13 Renault Megane dyn, 1.6, coupe, silver, 18,000 miles ................£9,450
12 Vauxhall Corsa, 1.4SE, 5Dr Grey, 55000 Miles ...................................£4,950
61 Renault Wind roadster, GT line 1.6 convertible, black, 
58,000 miles ........................................................................................£5,250
11 Peugeot 308 Access SW HDi Est, 1.5 , Black, 
46000 Miles .................................................................................. £5,995
58 Citreon Berlingo 1.6, M-SP VTR 90, Silver, 76250 Miles............. £3,750      
                                                                                                                   
COMMERCIALS
15 Renault Kangoo ML19 DCi, White, Delivery Mileage, Choice of 2 . POA

11 Vauxhall Combo 1700 cdti, white, 61,000 miles .............£4,250+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ............................................. £7,000 plus VAT
08 Suzuki SX4 GLXZ 1.6,  5Dr h/b, Blue 66,000 Miles................ £4,250

08 Renault Master SWB, White......................................................... POA

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Scenic 1.6 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2
Volkswagen Passat TDi Renault Kangoo DCi

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Any of our pre registered or used stock can 
now be viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. 
Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. 
Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

Car & Van Hire from both branches. FIND US 

WD Semple

� nd us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

Call 
01631 

568000 
to sell your 

car, van, 
caravan or 
boat with 

The Oban 
Times

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes, any age or condition. 
We also buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all types of 
touring caravans from 85 onwards.

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Toyotas, Nissan, any 
4 x 4 consiered, also non-runners, 

failures, single or double cab.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  
Tel 07703490572

ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

 Tel: 01770 820660

Citroen 2CV Special
Only 28,000 miles. 
Minimal use since 
major refurbishment 
by marque specialist. 
Great fun and a 
good investment.
£7500

Tel 01631 562755 / 07730094865

Bailey Ranger 460/2 
2007

2 berth caravan 
Excellent condition for age with 

porch awning
£4,500

07826519374/01866833316

2013 Polo S 1.2
39,400 Miles, FSH, 
MOT until end 
of March 2017, 1 
Owner, Very Good 
Condition.
£6,000 ono

07765 4946046

Triumph Sprint ST 955i.
33370 miles. FSH. 
Panniers. Caspian blue. 
Heated Grips.
Heated Gloves. 
Scottoiler. Two keys. 
Toolkit. Datatag. 
Manual. 1st registered 
October ’99.
MoT April 2017.£1,825

Bailey Pursuit 530-4 2015

07766 872547

4 Berth Caravan, 
All Accessories
£11,500

Ford Transit 2.5 Diesel

01852 300213 Isle of Seil

Countryman Motorhome, 
2 berth, 1994, PS, TB, E 
hook-up,cooker, fridge, 
microwave, shower, 
cassette toilet, Hot & Cold 
water. MOT 07/09/2016 
Mileage - 92,275

£5,000 o.n.o. 

Contact William 07730 130284 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED
Wanted motor homes, caravanettes 

and camper vans, all makes or 
models considered.  Also touring 

caravans and statics, instant 
decision, same day payment.

VW Caddy 104tdi

07967 143910

mot 1/05/17. alloys, new 
tyres, twin side doors, 
towbar, serviced every 8k 
miles, 2009 model that’s 
in very good condition

£3250 
no vat ono

CARAVAN FOR SALE

Tel: 01583 421324

Eriba Triton 2 
berth, excellent 
condition, full 
awning, weather 
cover, heater, 
fridge etc.

Wilkinson 10ft by 6ft Burger Van

Tel:01397722327 (Glen� nnan)

stainless steel counter 
tops,gas griddle & boiler,
electric fridge and freezer,
strip light,3 sinks,1 full 
19kg gas bottle 1 empty,
new non slip � ooring,
council inspected & 
trading in 2014

£1950

Dan 07746103132

Yamaha Yzf-R125
2900 miles, MoT end 
Mar 2017
recently serviced, 
great bike

£2750 O.N.O

Piaggio MP3 250cc

Tel: 01631 563423

Stable and safe.
A genuine 2260 miles 
because it’s only been 
used on sunny days.
12 months MOT and in 
lovely condition.

£1490 ono

Volkswagon Golf Estate 1.9TDi

Tel 07554571070

2000 W reg, 12 months 
MOT, 117,000 miles, FSH
5 new tyres, good 
condition for year, 
very good on fuel. 
Good to drive.

£950 ono

Volkswagen 2002 Bora 2.0

Please phone 07980671267 (Arran) 

TDi, super 
condition, full 
service history, 
new tyres, new 
battery, 2 owners.

£1400
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16ft GRP Boat

01631 720414

with 5hp yamaha 
2 stroke,
comes with oars 
raulics and anchor.
With road trailer all in 
good condition.

£1850ono

Good sea boat, 23’x8’
With good onboard engine. 

To be sold ‘as is’. Can be seen in Skye. 
Apply to Box no 19, The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB

Price o� ers £5,000
for nearest after inspection.

‘Venture’ 10m Wooden Charter Boat

Contact Kirsty and Alasdair MacLachlan 
01852 314270

(Curtis & Pape Carvel 
construction), Built 1972,
Cat 5 licence valid until 
2021 (12 passengers, 2 
crew), Ford Sabre 120hp 
engine, Well maintained, 
very reliable boat in 
excellent condition

£14,950 ono

 LAND ROVER APPROVED.
 LOOK HOW FAR WE GO.
www.pentland.elgin.landrover.co.uk/approved-used-vehicles

2-year Land Rover Approved warranty

165-point inspection

2-year UK and European Roadside Assistance

30-day/1,000 mile exchange agreement

Half-day Land Rover Experience

On all cars up to five years old and under 100,000 miles

Locations also at: Edinburgh, Cupar, Perth

Pentland Land Rover
Moycroft Industrial Estate, Elgin, IV30 1XZ Tel: 01343 323 710  
pentland.elgin.landrover.co.uk

14/14 Defender 110 2.2d County Double Cab Manual Firenze Red, 20,500 miles £24,650+VAT
13/13 Defender 90 2.2d County Manual Orkney Grey, 40,505 miles £26,950 
15/15 Defender 110 2.2d XS Manual Havana, 16,206 miles £36,900
15/15 Defender 90 2.2d XS Manual Santorini Black, 5,763 miles £37,000
11/61 Freelander 2 2.2 TD4 XS Manual Orkney Grey, 23,127 miles £17,350
13/13 Freelander 2 2.2 SD4 Dynamic Auto Orkney Grey, 32,350 miles £23,000
13/13 Discovery 3.0 SDV6 HSE Auto Indus Silver, 37,414 miles £36,350
15/15 Discovery 3.0 SDV6 HSE Auto Scotia Grey, 13,876 miles £43,950
13/13 Range Rover Evoque 2.2 SD4 Pure Manual Mauritius Blue, 34,015 miles £23,900
13/13 Range Rover Evoque 2.2 SD4 Pure Auto Orkney Grey, 37,282 miles £25,000 
14/14 Range Rover Evoque 2.2 SD4 Pure TECH Manual Orkney Grey, 46,519 miles £25,650 
13/13 Range Rover Evoque 2.2 SD4 Pure TECH Manual Indus Silver, 14,313 miles £26,250
13/62 Range Rover Evoque 2.2 SD4 Dynamic Auto Zanzibar, 29,826 miles £27,950
15/15 Range Rover Evoque 2.2 SD4 Pure TECH Manual Yulong White, 10,050 miles £29,250
13/13 Range Rover Sport 3.0 SDVS HSE Black Auto Orkney Grey, 40,902 miles £34,950
13/13 Range Rover Sport 3.0 SDV6 HSE Black Auto Fuji White, 18,177 miles £38,450
16/65 Range Rover Sport 3.0 SDV6 HSE Dynamic Auto Firenze Red, 5,000 miles £66,950
13/13 Range Rover 3.0 TDV6 Vogue Auto Santorini Black, 53,191 miles £53,950
16/65 Range Rover 3.0 TDV6 Vogue SE Auto Santorini Black, 5,000 miles £74,950
15/15 Range Rover 4.4 SDV8 Autobiography Auto Loire Blue, 6,290 miles £88,000

Blue Fish 7.5 Metre Day Boat

For full details and photographs contact 
county@kintyreholdings.com

Is this your syndicate 
boat? Built on the 
famous COLVIC HULL. 
With spacious and safe 
deep deck su�  cient for 
4 to 6 rods. Comfortable 
well appointed interior 
shelter. Ideal syndicate 
purchase for � shing and 
family days out.

THE ICONIC Escort has been named the 
favourite Ford of all time by fans of the 
UK’s best-selling car brand.

Launched in 1968, the Escort was 
sold in six generations and enjoyed an 
impressive 32-year production run, with 
the � nal hatchback model rolling o�  the 
production line at Halewood, Liverpool, 
in July 2000, although the Escort van 
remained on sale until 2002.

In total, mpre than three million Escorts 
were sold in Britain, making it one of the 
country’s best selling cars of all-time.

It spawned several performance models, 
including the RS1600, the Mexico, the 
RS2000, The XR3, RS Turbo and RS 
Cosworth, all of which enjoyed astonishing 
motorsport success.

The Escort scored 36 per cent of the vote 
in a survey organised by The Classic Ford 
Show, beating the Capri to a close second 
in terms of legendary status.

Both of the icons, along with other � ne 
names from Ford’s past, such as the Anglia, 
Cortina, Mustang and Granada, along with 
more modern icons such as the Fiesta and 
Focus, will be in abundance at the show, 
which takes place at Santa Pod, Beds, on 
Sunday June 5.

The Classic Ford Show, in association 

with Admiral, will play host to thousands 
of the best Fords in Britain, from both club 
exhibitors and individual entrants.

There will be a wide variety of standard, 
tuned and modi� ed cars on display at the 
show, which is supported by Classic Ford, 
the UK’s leading publication for fans of the 
Blue Oval’s most iconic models.

It will feature an exclusive Ford-only Run 
What Ya Brung on the drag strip, open to 
show visitors and their cars. The quarter-
mile contest will give guests the chance 
to pit their own Fords against each other, 
and drivers will receive a full performance 
print out showing reaction time, terminal 
speed and the time it took to complete the 
sprint.

Another major highlight of the show 
will be a series of Ford Drag Car demos, 
featuring some of Santa Pod’s most 
famous Ford-based dragsters, which are 
always a huge hit at the show. The hotted-
up Capris, Sierras, Anglias, Fiestas and 
more will be available to view in the pit 
area, where showgoers can get up close to 
the cars and their drivers.

Santa Pod will also be doing a few 
runs with the strip’s famous FireForce 
Jet Car. Powered by the engine from 
a Skycrane helicopter and putting out 

approximately 10,000bhp and 5,000lbs of 
thrust, FireForce has the fastest terminal 
speed of any Jet Car in the world – it’s an 
impressive beast to look at, and even more 
awe-inspiring to hear.

In addition, there will be dramatic 
live stunt displays, drift trikes and the 
opportunity for showgoers to win a 
Ford Focus ST, which is currently being 
transformed by Classic Ford’s sister title, 
Fast Ford.

This year, the show is backed by Admiral, 
which has introduced a range of classic 
car insurance products including policies 
aimed at owners of multiple vehicles.

Those wanting to make a weekend of 
it will be able to take advantage of on-
site camping, available from midday on 
Saturday June 4, complete with a bar and 
live entertainment.

Camping is priced at £10 per person 
on the gate, although early bird tickets 
are available including show entry and 
camping at £25 per person – a saving of 
£8. Early bird tickets are also available for 
the show alone, priced at £18 - £5 less than 
the gate price.

Advance tickets and more show 
information are available from www.
classicfordshow.co.uk

14’ Norwegan built G.R.P Clinker

07946 961442 (Lochalsh)

Simulated boat, double 
skin with buoyancy 
compartments, on 
snipe galvanised road 
trailer with winch. 4 H.P 
Mariner engine. Good 
safe sea boat. Recent 
valuation £1600 but 
bigger project forces 
quick sale.for complete package£950

Iconic Escort named Britain’s 
favourite classic Ford

ams.manson
@gmail.com

Large GRP Dingy

01880821581

17 foot GRP dingy 
with bilge pump 
and anchor. Recently 
painted and in 
excellent condition. 
Lying ashore in 
Tarbert.

£1,200

MacWester 26 Bilge Keel

01880821581 or 07770881788

4 Berth GRP Sloop
Recently Re-Engined 
with a 20hp Volvo 
Penta, New Sails, 
Very  Good Condition 
Overall, Priced To 
Sell at

£5500.00

Kaleda

Tel:  07789 
604468

Nicholson 26

£6000
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Floorshop Station LTD 
is recruiting a salesperson 

experience an advantage 
email your cv to 

fl oorshopargyll@gmail.com

Investment Assistant  Lochgilphead
Salary £19,368 to £22,787 per annum 35 hours per week
For further information about this post or for an informal chat please contact 
David McColl on 01546 605842

Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 3rd June 2016

For further details and to apply visit our website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment
If you are unable to access the website contact the Recruitment Team:
Tel 01546 605917 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk

HOLIDAY LET 
CLEANER NEEDED
Holiday Let handover 

cleaner required, 
Kilmelford. 

Saturdays 11am 
changeover. 

Call for details.
Email: paulandkaren.

holder@btinternet.com
Phone: 01651 862107

STONEMASON REQUIRED
Rowan Stoneworks require 

a time served stonemason to join 
their expanding team based in Appin. 

 The ideal candidate should be able 
to carry out all types of  stonemasonry 
and should have experience in banker 
work, building of stone and should be 
competent with the use of lime mortar. 
(Consideration may  also be given to 

a newly qualifi ed stonemason)  

Full time position 40 hours 

 email : info@rowanstoneworks.co.uk
Phone: 01631 730089 

www.rowanstoneworks.co.uk

SOCIAL MEDIA AND 
CONTENT WHIZZ KID 
Who are we?
HIJOBS is a cost e� ective, technology driven online job board focusing on rural areas in 
Highland Scotland. HIJOBS is committed to being community focussed and technology 
driven whilst handing back the ownership of the recruitment process to local businesses 
and candidates.  
Our backgrounds in software mean that technology is at the heart of this company, 
allowing us to constantly innovate in this highly competitive space and help evolve the 
job seeking experience to the next level. 
What’s the vision?
HIJOBS has grown organically since inception in late 2013, with revenues up almost 
200% year on year we are now looking to grow our team to facilitate the expansion 
across all Highland regions by the end of 2016 and see us become the number one job 
board within the Highland and Islands by the end of 2017. 
The Role 
Our development team are key to making the best user experience a reality and building 
the revolutionary job hunting technology our customers expect. We are also recruiting 
for a Sales Guru to get the word out there by more traditional methods but being 
software geeks we want to do it all digitally one day and this is where you come in. 
You’ll be working closely and collaboratively with the rest of the team on improving 
the online visibility of our service. You’ll be writing good quality articles, blog posts and 
social media content all of which will be part of a very calculated online strategy.  You’ll 
already understand what it takes to improve search engine and you’ll be passionate 
about building software that actually makes a di� erence.
What are we looking for?
• An expert in social media, social media platforms and how to engage audiences
• Must be able to produce clean, quality and engaging copy
• Experience in writing for web and mainstream social media channels
• An eye for design and comfort with image editing with Adobe Photoshop
• Previous experience and knowledge of technical Search Engine Optimisation
You should have
• Working knowledge of front-end web design technologies, HTML, CSS and JavaScript
• Ability to discuss and justify your ideas with the team
• Strong attention to detail
• A passion for creating amazing content 
• Curiosity for the latest technologies and online trends 
What do we provide?
• Competitive salary dependent on experience
• Flexible working environment 
• Shiny new computer 
• Yearly team retreat
• Training budget
We are a technology company who practices what we preach and therefore this role can 
really be based wherever suits you. 
If you interested then please send your CV, a brief introduction to yourself and 
why you want to work with HIJOBS to laura@hijobs.net or apply today at 
https://hijobs.net/job/39551

Job Vacancy - Manager/Play Worker
15 hours per week. Salary £5,400 - £7, 400

(Depending on quali� cations & experience)
Gaelic language desirable but not essential

Please send CV to - catrionabanks2003@yahoo.co.uk
or contact Catriona on 07765643814 

for further information.
Closing date: Monday 6th June 2016

Lorn Toy Library is a registered Scottish Charity (SCO19837)

Benderloch, By Oban PA37 1QW  •  www.mckenziecare.com

Full & Part time | £7.30 - £8.25 P/H
Join our experienced team at Lynn of Lorne Care Home 
and be a part of team who provide quality, dignified 
care to our residents.

Experience and a genuine interest in working with  
elderly residents within a caring environment essential. 
QCF/NVQ in Care is not necessary, however  
candidates should be willing to participate in training.

Applicants should be able to communicate effectively 
at all levels and enjoy working in a team. 
Satisfactory Police & PVG checks 
apply to this role.

To apply, contact lynnoflorne@mckenziecare.com or call 
Home Manager Louise Glasgow on 01631 720278

Care Assistants

Safety Camera Operator  

Fort William / Tain 

Band C: £18,954-£21,033     Ref No: R14/16

You will work as part of the Safety Camera 
Programme team, operating detection equipment 
to help reduce vehicle speeds at sites with a history 
of road traffic collisions. 

Closing date - Monday 6 June 2016 at 4.30pm.  
Interview date - To be confirmed

For more details of how to apply please visit  
our website: www.scotland.police.uk/recruitment  
or call 01355 566350.

Closing date: 10 June 2016.

To apply visit our website

Janitor/Cleaner (Permanent)
£14,044 - £15,356 (pro rata) Lismore Primary School Ref: CME35678
4 hours per week, term time
☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited has a requirement for:

Deck or Engine Trainee
Competitive Salary Ref: 512-SG

An exciting opportunity has arisen within CalMac Ferries for Deck and Engine Trainees to join 
our Fleet. 

The successful candidates will be the � rst in Scotland to enter into Level 5 Certi� cate in 
Maritime Studies delivered by the City of Glasgow College following its multimillion pound 
transformation. 

You will be paid a generous salary and all college, travel and accommodation fees are paid 
by the company. We are proud of our supportive working environment; trainees will have a 
trainee mentor and on-going support from the company and college.

Initially Deck and Engine trainees spend four/� ve weeks at college commencing 19th 
September 2016 in Glasgow. You will then have at least two months of sea service on a rota 
whilst undergoing approved on-board training, to obtain an STCW Watch Rating certi� cate. 
There will be a second (and third for Engine) college attendance required throughout the 
training programme along with a further 12 months sea time on board.

For more information and to apply, please go to 
www.calmac.co.uk/careers/careers-at-calmac no later than 10 June 2016.

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

Property Administrator
MACC Developments Ltd (MACCDL) is a wholly 
owned trading subsidiary of Machrihanish 
Airbase Community Company (MACC) and 
operates a former RAF Airbase on the west 
coast of Scotland as a business park. MACC DL 
is looking to expand its current staff to recruit a 
motivated and capable Property Administrator.
A full job description is available to view on the 
website. Interested candidates should submit 
their CV with a cover letter detailing their 
suitability for the role by post or email before the 
closing date of the 16th June.
W: www.machrihanish.org T: 01586 551555 
E: enquiries@maccdl.co.uk

Midton Acrylics Ltd Lochgilphead

Machine Shop – Saw Operator 
Permanent Full time – 40 hours per week
Applications (covering letter and C.V.) and 
requests for more information should be 

submitted to;
lauren@midtonacrylics.co.uk

Tel: 01546602182
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First Registration 
of a Croft

Christopher William 
Nisbet has registered 
their croft, Upper 
Kilchattan, C2694, on 
the Isle of Colonsay on 
the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers 
of Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge 
the registration may 
apply to the Scottish 
land Court by the 6th of 
February 2017.
Details of the 
registration can be 
found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft 
registration number is 
A1616.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Rena Cameron has 
registered their croft 
Strath Farm, Duror, 
Lismore, Appin on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.  
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 3rd 
February 2017.  Details 
of the registration can be 
found at www.crofts.ros.
gov/register/home.  The 
croft registration number 
is C2667

First Registration 
of a Croft

Margaret Mary Watt has 
registered her croft 12 
& 13 Upper Inverroy 
Kilmonivaig on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 17th    
February 2017.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home.The croft 
registration number 
C2709.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mr John MacDonald has 
registered their croft 5 
Incheril, Gairloch, on 
the crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.  Any person 
who wishes to challenge 
the registration may 
apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 5th 
August 2016.  Details of 
the registration can be 
found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home.  
The croft registration 
number is C1962.

Spotlight Musical 
Theatre Group
ANNUAL 

GENERAL 
MEETING 

will take place on 
Thursday 16th June 
2016 in Oban Guide 

Hall at 7.30pm.
All members 

welcome.

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION 

E M L Boyd
2 Blaich, Ardgour
0.17 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
4.86.61191

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission 
by any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the land, 
within 28 days of the date 
of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW or info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

Applications marked with 
an asterisk - Interest can 
be expressed in obtaining 
the tenancy of the croft 
subject to the application.

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

C Cameron
Achnamonie Ledaig, 
Ardchattan & Muckairn
0.173 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house 
4.86.63591
Conditions: 2, 3b,4, 8

C Cameron
Achnamonie Ledaig, 
Ardchattan & Muckairn
0.221 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house 
4.86.63588
Conditions: 2, 3b, 4

Conditions

(2) To provide a site for a 
dwellinghouse 
(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:
(b) the proposed 
development completion
(4) That fence shall 
be maintained in good 
order and repair by each 
successive owner or 
occupier of the land.
(8)  The Direction will 
expire 3 months from 
the date of the Direction 
unless an application 
for registration of the 
making of the Direction 
is submitted before the 
expiry of that period.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date 
of this advert.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents 
submitted with them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.
gov.uk or electronically at your nearest Service Point. You can fi nd your 
nearest Service Point via the following link https://www.highland.gov.uk/
directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details 
below within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  
Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that 
their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who 
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description
16/02135/PIP Land 150M South of Dal-Ghom, Erection of house
 Ardtoe, Acharacle  (renewal of permission:  
  13/00669/PIP)
15/04060/FUL Land 165M NE of Kilchoan  Proposed Shorebase
 Public Toilets, Pier Road, building and pontoon
 Kilchoan 

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, 
INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
10 Scientifi c moorings, 

Loch Etive, Argyll and Bute
Notice is hereby given that Scottish Natural Hertiatge has applied 
to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 
4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of 10 Scientifi c 
moorings at:

Cost £3,000 
Location Latitude Longitude

Site 1 56° 27.427’ N 005° 10.903’ W

Site 2 56° 26.640’ N 005° 13.560’ W

Site 3 56° 28.816’ N 005° 09.241’ W

Site 4 56° 26.880’ N 005° 14.820’ W

Site 5 56° 28.234’ N 005° 10.018’ W

Site 6 56° 29.492’ N 005° 08.569’ W

Site 7 56° 27.167’ N 005° 11.867’ W

Site 8 56° 27.369’ N 005° 16.931’ W

Site 9 56° 27.663’ N 005° 20.164’ W

Site 10 56° 27.259’ N 005° 24.536’ W

 (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at 
Scottish Natural Heritage, Cameron House, Albany Street, Oban.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental 
issues in respect of the application should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 
375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the 
date of this notice or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, 
quoting reference: 05945 Scottish Natural Heritage

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

FIRST 
REGISTRATION 
OF COMMON 
GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the following 
Common Grazings on the 
Crofting Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Kilmory, Ardnamurchan and 
Sunart
Registration Number: CG337
West End Iona, Kilfi nichen 
and Kilvickeon
Registration Number: CG335
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal must 
be brought within 9 months 
from the date of this advert 
and should be made directly 
to the Land Court.
Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home

Public Notice
Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland
Fifth Reviews of Electoral Arrangements
We have submitted to Scottish Ministers today, 26 May 2016, recommendations 
for councillor numbers and wards in each of Scotland’s 32 council areas. 
Our recommendations can be inspected on our website www.lgbc-scotland.gov.uk, 
and copies of our reports have been made available to councils for display at 
selected council offi ces or libraries.
It should be noted that under the provisions of section 17(2) of the Local 
Government (Scotland) Act 1973, as amended, the Scottish Ministers may not 
make an Order giving effect to the proposals contained in the Commission’s 
reports, either as submitted to them or with modifi cations, until after the expiry 
of 6 weeks from 26 May 2016, that being the date arranged for the formal 
submission of the reports. 
LGBCS 26 May 2016

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected at Oban Lorn and Isles area office Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW, between 09:00-12.30 and 13.30- 17:00hrs Monday to Friday and 10:00-12:30 and 13:30-17:00hrs 
on Wednesday or at the Mid Argyll Kintyre and Isles area office 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD between 
09:00 – 17:00hrs Monday to Friday and at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by 
logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/01342/
CONAC

Demolition of existing commercial stone 
shed

Store West Street Tobermory Isle of 
Mull Argyll and Bute PA75 6QZ

Tobermory Area 
Office

16/01098/PP Use of land for siting of food catering van Land At Blackmount Lay-by Loch 
Tulla Viewpoint Bridge of Orchy 
Argyll and Bute PA36 4AG 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

16/01321/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land South East of Benvoulin Lodge 
Benvoulin Road Oban Argyll and Bute 

Oban Area Office

16/00771/PP Installation of 2 roofights and satellite dish, 
erection of greenhouse, garden shed and 
craft shop

55 Easdale Island Oban Argyll and 
Bute PA34 4TB 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

16/00482/PP Erection of a dwellinghouse Plot 4 Glenforsa Isle of Mull Argyll 
and Bute PA72 6JN 

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

16/01366/LIB Repairs and maintenance to listed building 
including new slate roof, (replace concrete 
tiles with new slate finish), repair and 
replace all rainwater goods, repair elements 
of stonework and parapets, repair cracking 
render and repaint render finish

Mansefield Breadalbane Street 
Tobermory Isle of Mull Argyll and 
Bute PA75 6PE

Tobermory Area 
Office

16/01393/PP Erection of garage/store Land North West of Dunearn 
Ellenabeich Isle of Seil Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

16/01298/PP Construction of new access road and 
associated infrastructure

Plot 7D Land South East of Lenas 
House Glenshellach Oban Argyll 
and Bute 

Oban Area Office

16/01243/PP Demolition of existing building and erection 
of new Oban Maritime Visitor Facility 
(amended design relative to planning 
permission reference 15/00554/PP)

The White Building Columba 
Buildings North Pier Oban PA34 5QD 

Oban Area Office

16/01335/PP Erection of distillery and visitors centre, 
installation of sewage treatment, private 
water supply, outfall pipe to coastal water 
and formation of vehicular access

Land East of Ardnahoe Farmhouse 
Port Askaig Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Port Askaig

16/01292/PP Repainting of front and east elevations 66 Frederick Crescent Port Ellen Isle 
of Islay Argyll And Bute PA42 7BD 

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
(QUEENS PARK PLACE, STATION ROAD AND RAILWAY STATION ACCESS 
ROAD, OBAN)(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2016
On Monday 23rd May 2016, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order under Section 16A of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, as amended, which will make it unlawful for any person to drive or cause or permit to be driven any 
vehicle, with the exception of emergency services vehicles, through the entire length of Queens Park Place, Station Road and 
Railway Station Access Road, Oban in order to permit the holding of Charities Day on or near those roads.

The restrictions, which shall be effective when indicated by signs, will be in operation between 0600 hours and 1800 hours 
on Saturday 11th June 2016.

Alternative Route: There is no alternative route.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads and Amenity Services,1A Manse Brae, LOCHGILPHEAD, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

www.scottishfield.co.uk
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First Registration 
of a Croft

Donald Mackay has 
registered his croft, on 
the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court 
by February 5, 2017.
Details of the 
registration can be 
found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home. 
The croft registration 
number is C2691.



 CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

THETFORD CAPRICE MK3 
BLACK ¾ cooker used 1 
month in ex cond, 4 burner 
hob 1 electric 3 gas, gas oven, 
gas grill,508Wx496Dx614H 
12v ignition, glass top,  £300 
Telephone 07528 479746².

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250

2 MERCEDES CL500 
exhaust back boxes in very 
good condition.  £50 for the 
two ono.  Telephone 01631 
564578².
ALLOY WHEELS four 
16”, suitable for Mitsubishi 
Outlander, Citroen C-Crosser 
or Peugeot 4007,  £99 
Telephone 07900 016823.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

EPSON PX711 Photo Printer, 
excellent condition and 6 new 
sealed spare inks, CD and 
instruction book.  PX photo 
prints uses Claria inks,  £45 
Telephone 07528 479746.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

LEC FRIDGE bit scruffy, 
FREE.  Telephone 07795 
692795.
LEC FRIDGE/FREEZER 
upright ok condition 150cm 
tall,  £20 Telephone 07795 
692795.

 DOMESTIC PETS
COCKER SPANIEL PUPS 
six, red and golden, one girl 
and fi ve boys, will be vet 
checked, fi rst inoculation and 
microchipped before ready to 
go, ready early June,  £650 
Telephone 01290 338747 or 
07808 524564
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www.facebook.com/obantimes

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100
MALTESE TERRIER/

BICHON FRISE

Puppies beautiful fl uffy 
little white balls of fun, both 
parents loved family pets 

and can be seen.

£575each
Telephone 07771 

930975 (Stirlingshire).

Are you out there?
Lady looking for fi t, reliable, practical, caring 
gentleman, aged 69-79. Any area, car driver, 
yachtsman, country living, animals, rugby, 

classical music, easy golf and world affairs. 5 
star hotels and everything in between. 5 weeks 
holiday abroad November - December, to share 
travel, sense of fun, adventure and conversation.

Confi dentiality assured. 
All letters answered. Apply to PO BOX 20, Oban Times, Crannog 

Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
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CHIMNEY SERVICES

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

MOBILITY

BLINDS

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES

WOOD PELLETS

Garden Design and Landscaping, 
exterior paining, fence painting, patio 

and deck cleaning. Good rates

Telephone 07597919418

All Garden Maintenance

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

PAINTING & DECORATING

OBAN BLINDS

WOOD BURNING STOVES

BUSINESS CARDS

STATIONERY

 BICYCLES
APOLLO GIRL’S BIKE to 
suit 7 to 10 year old, purple 
frame.  Good condition,  £20 
Telephone 01631 720073.
BOYS BIKE 14” ‘zinc’ from 
ARGOS, great wee bike,  
£30 Telephone 01631 
570511.
BOYS MOUNTAIN 
BIKE black/grey X-rated 
mountain bike with 26in 
tyres and 14in frame. 
Shimano twist gears and 
front suspension. Good 
condition,  £30 Telephone 
07470 932629.
CHILD BIKE TRAILER 
Halfords - Single child 
buggy bike trailer. Great 
Condition,  £45 Telephone 
01631 570511.
GIRLS MOUNTAIN 
BIKE light yellow Apollo 
woodland charm mountain 
bike, 18in tyres. Located in 
Lochgair,  £50 Telephone 
07470 932629.
GIRLS MOUNTAIN BIKE 
purple Chicago micro-shift 
twist gears, 20in tyres 
with front suspension, in 
good condition. Located in 
Lochgair,  £30 Telephone 
07470 932629.
KOOKI REAR CHILD BIKE 
SEAT red and grey rear 
child bike carrier/seat. 
3point harness, adjustable 
feet positions. Instruction 
book. Benderloch,  £15 
Telephone 01631 720305.

 BRIC-A-BRAC
UNDERFLOOR HEATING 
MAT Phoenix ME004, 
brand new in box with all 
instructions etc, levels 3 
square metres, half price,  
£90 Telephone 01631 
710100.

 BUILDING / DIY
TWO RATCHET TIE DOWNS 
27ft x 2”, breaking strength 
10000lbs, new, still in packs,  
£15 Telephone 01631 
570544.
VICTORIAN CAST IRON 
RAIN Hoppers in good 
condition, painted in black 
hammerite.  Rare items 
now, also make nice garden 
planters,  £30 Telephone 
01631 564578.

 CAR ACCESSORIES

SPARE WHEEL COVER fi t 
any model, Cherokee Indian 
in full head dress,  £50 
Telephone 01586 551942 
after 5pm.
TOM TOM XXL SAT NAV 
Live Traffi c, classic edition, 
good condition, unmarked 
5” screen UK & EU maps up 
to date, lane guidance. Live 
traffi c, orig box, new traffi c 
cable,  £45ono Telephone 
07528 479746.

MINIATURE JACK RUSSELL 
PUPPIES 5 girls, 2 boys 
ready in 2 weeks.  Beautiful 
nature and lovely markings,  
£300 each Telephone 01369 
840558².

 FIREARMS
SHOTGUN & ACCESSORIES 
Baikal O/U 12bore, double 
trigger with slip, selection 
of cartridges, cleaning kit, 
lubricants etc. FAC holders 
only,  £95 Telephone 07879 
462921.

 FURNITURE
FULL SIZED SINGLE GIRLS 
BED white metal Heart head 
and footboard. No mattresses, 
good condition, wooden slats. 
Benderloch. Collection only,  
£20 Telephone 01631 720305.
MAHOGANY EFFECT 
extending dining table and 6 
chairs,  £60 Telephone 01631 
565461.
ROUND PEDESTAL TABLE 
with 4 matching chairs, dark 
polished wood, excellent 
condition, buyer to collect, 
Tayvallich,  £60ono Telephone 
07818 053537.

 GARDEN
SMALL 2 SEATER 
GARDEN BENCH wrought 
iron ends with wooden 
slats.  Possibly 1950’s era, 
very good condition,  £75 
Telephone 01631 564578².
SMALL REFURBISHED 
VINTAGE wheelbarrow and 
implement wheels.  Freshly 
painted and will make 
great garden feature,  £40 
Telephone 01631 564578².
TOP SOIL loaded into your 
trailer or tipper lorry,  FREE 
Telephone 01631 564848 
Call Office Hours.

 GARDEN 
MACHINERY

HEDGE TRIMMER Bosch 
cordless, AHS.48LI, used 
only twice, in box with 
instructions,  £39 Telephone 
01631 710100.

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

EXERCISE BICYCLE 
Crane Sports Power 
exercise bicycle. Very good 
condition. Free to a good 
home.  Telephone 01546 
603923.

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

ELECTRIC FIRE log effect, 
2 bars, excellent condition, 
buyer to collect, Tayvallich,  
£25 ono Telephone 07818 
053537.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

CONSTRUCTO MODEL 
SHIP KITS Mayflower, 
Bounty, Grimsby, all new,  
£90 each OVNO Telephone 
01397 712320 (Spean 
Bridge).

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and Pink 
colours in stock available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

32” FLAT SCREEN Hitachi 
TV with Freeview,  £40 
Telephone 01631 461.

 HOME OFFICE
EPSON PRINTER Epson 
Printer WF 3520 wireless 
inkjet printer and scanner in 
excellent working order,  £30 
Telephone 01631 566602.

 JEWELLERY AND 
WATCHES

FASHIONABLE CELTIC 
JEWELLERY ideal for 
market stall, 30 pieces 
approx.  Offers under £100.  
Telephone 01369 840558².

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

BATHROOM CABINET 
mirrored bathroom cabinet - 
Ikea 600 x 600 x 180mm,  £5 
Telephone 01631 570511.
BATHROOM TOWEL 
RADIATOR curved chrome 
600 x 750mm includes 
thermostat, to plumb into 
central heating system,  £15 
Telephone 01631 570511.
SHOWER TRAY BASE 
white, 900 x 900, quadrant 
stone resin, new,  £45 
Telephone 01852 200342.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BINOCULARS Leica Geovid, 
10 x 42 with range fi nder in 
1200 metres, comes with 
new next strap and carrying 

bag.  In excellent condition, 
no scratches or marks. Photos 
can be emailed,  £1100 
Telephone 07786 864877.
GIRLS SLEEPING BAGS 
selection of girls sleeping bags, 
3 in total,  2 x pink, 1 x red. 
Very good condition, located 
in Lochgair,  £20 Telephone 
07470 932629.
VANGO 2 MAN TENT TBS 
MICRO 250 single pole, 
easy to put up.  Suitable for 
backpacking or car camping,  
£30 Telephone 07765 991020.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Loch 
Lomond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a popular 
gift for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, Seil, 
Isle of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home offi ces 
or as a gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 

 MARINE
HEAVY BOAT TRAILER Suit 
boat around 17ft  requires small 
repair,  £650ono Telephone 
01967 431230/07717 472242 
(Ardnamurchan).

YACHT BOARDING LADDER 
stainless steel and folding, 
small dent on rear, fully 
operational, horizontal or 
vertical mounting, Waterfoot, 
Carradale,  £25ono Telephone 
01583 431677.

 MARINE UNDER £250
INFLATABLE AND 
OUTBOARD 2.7m infl atable 
dinghy c/w wooden oars 
and 2.5 hp 2 stroke 
Tohatsu outboard. Used for 
approximately 10 years as a 
tender,  £99 Telephone 07900 
016823.

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

DAINESE BIKE TROUSERS 
size 58(38) black/fl oyellow 
protectors,  £50 Telephone 
01631 710034.
MOTORCYCLE JACKET 
Heine Gericke make, black/
fl ogreen Tribal Design, size 
xl(46’).  Good condition,  £20 
Telephone 01631 710034.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

TRUMPET KILKENZIE, 
C,TOWN classic gold 
coloured trumpet which 
has been a good old friend 
but age wins. Carrycase, a 

few mouthpieces & mutes. 
Needs tlc,  £35 Telephone 
07503 558142.

 PET ACCESSORIES
PETMATE DOG CRATE 
Sky kennel ultra grey plastic 
vents all sides chromed wire 
door use in car or as kennel 
Height 63 cm Length 80 
Width 56,  £55 Telephone 
01631 750135.

 POULTRY
LAYING HENS/LAYING 
DUCKS 10 of each available, 
Dalmally.  Telephone 01838 
200419².

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 
Market your business 
effectively with professionally 
designed leafl ets, posters 
and fl yers from Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.
WEDDING STATIONERY 
Ranges to suit all tastes, 
custom designs from your 
ideas, paper and card 
for those making their 
own. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

CAR 
TRAILER

Erde 122 (4’x3’) car trailer, 
little used and in very good 
condition, with cover and 
new unused spare wheel, 

Campbeltown area.

£175ONO
Telephone 

07732 649724
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C O N D I T I O N S  O F  A C C E P TA N C E  F O R 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and 
conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements in 
all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media 
Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein 
or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice 
and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any 
particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to 
be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax 
or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by 
the Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, 
the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in 
full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts 
and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the 
Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed 
that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or 
such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) 
of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in 
which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the 
event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall 
the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price 
paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify 
the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as the result of 
legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a 
series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on 
acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be 
due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed 
on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher 
may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is 
paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment 
levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the 
discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the 
Post Offi ce. http://termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

Thought for the week
“The Son of Man did not come to be served 

but to serve.” Mark 10 verse 45

Many Oban Times 
readers will be busy 
again in this new season 
as visitors pour into the 
islands and our days are 
busy taking care of their 
needs.

In the 17th Century 
there lived in a monastery 
a monk called Brother 
Lawrence. Most of his 
time was spent in the 
kitchen, and sometimes 
he felt that he was nothing 
like as “holy” as his 
fellow monks who spent 
many hours every day 
praying and studying. 
But he remembered how 

Jesus came to serve us, 
and all these years later 
he is still remembered 
for the prayer he wrote, 
which is part of a longer 
book, about finding God 
everywhere, called “The 
practice of the presence 
of God.”

“Lord of all pots and 
pans and things,

since I’ve no time to be a 
great saint by doing lovely 
things,

or watching late with 
Thee, or dreaming in the 
dawnlight,

or storming heaven’s 
gates,

make me a saint by 
getting meals, and 
washing up the plates.

Warm all the kitchen 
with Thy Love, and light it 
with Thy peace;

forgive me all my 
worrying, and make my 
grumbling cease.

Thou who didst love to 
give men food, in room, 
or by the sea,

accept the service that I 
do, I do it unto Thee.”

Rev.Joyce Watson. Isle 
of Iona.

OBAN musicians and 
friends of Michael 
Hullmann were shocked to 
hear of his sudden death.

He was a popular 
vocalist and musician 
who played on Sundays 
at the Grassroots Cafe, 
Oban and The Barn, 
Lerags, and on Fridays 

at the Lancaster Hotel in 
the town.

Michael had a heart 
attack in his home, and 
was found by friends who 
were concerned that he 
had not been seen around 
the town.

Michael, 52, was born in 
Hamburg, Germany, and 

has two brothers. He had 
lived in Oban for 10 years.

He was a talented 
guitarist and vocalist and 
also played the bouzouki 
and mandolin.

He worked for nine 
years at Jeremy Inglis’s 
hostel in Oban.

His funeral was held 

on Tuesday at Kilbride 
Cemetery, Oban.

He will be sadly 
missed by his fellow 
musicians and friends, 
who expressed their 
appreciation to Liam 
Griffin for donating the 
plot in the privately-
owned graveyard.

Obituary - Michael Hullmann

Popular vocalist and musician, Michael Hullmann

SILVER WEDDINGS

MACINTYRE - BROWN 
- At Glassary Church, 
Kilmichael Glassary on May 
25, 1991 by Rev. Norman 
Whyte, Angus to Lorraine. 
Present address Glenlussa, 
Ford. 

DEATHS

BORRILL - (née Dryden). 
Peacefully, at the Belford 
Hospital on Tuesday May 
24, 2016, Doris May, much 
loved mum of Anne, John, 
Keith, Andrew and Kevin. 
A beloved mother-in-law, 
granny, and great-granny. 
Funeral Service will be held 
at St. Mary’s RC Church, 
Fort William at 12 noon 
on Monday May 30, 2016; 
thereafter to Kilmallie 
Cemetery, Corpach. All 
friends are respectfully 
invited. Family fl owers 
only please but donations 
welcome for the Belford 
Hospital (A+E and CAU).
EVANS - Peacefully at 
home surrounded by his 
family, on May 19, 2016 in 
his 87th year, Capt. William 
H. Evans (Billy), beloved 
husband of Janet, loving 
father of Jane, Lloyd and 
Claire and devoted grandad 
to Liam, Jodie, Sam, Inness 
and baby Billy.  Funeral took 
place on Tuesday May, 24.
LIVINGSTONE - 
Peacefully after a short 
illness at the Glasgow Royal 
Infi rmary, Dorothy Elizabeth 
(née Morrison) of Balure, 
Isle of Lismore, beloved 
wife of John, dear mother 
of Iain and Andrew, dearly 
loved grandmother of Matt, 
Lauren and Ewan. Funeral 
service to be held at Lismore 
Parish Church on Thursday 
May 26 at 1pm. Retiral 
collection for Lismore 
Parish Church. Much loved 
by many and sorely missed.
McDONALD - Isobel 
McDonald. Peacefully at 
Islay hospital on the May 
17, 2016, aged 74, beloved 
wife of Alistair, much loved 
mum to Alistair, Keith and 
Neil. Loved and adored 
grandmother to Lorraine, 
Daniel, Suzanne, Keith, 
Jack, & Ben. Loving sister 
to Sarah. You will be sorely 
missed by all. Service held 
in Round Church followed 
by interment, Bowmore 
Cemetery, Islay on May 21, 
2016.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

MACDOUGALL - The 
family of the late Danny 
MacDougall wish to thank 
relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 
cards, Mass cards, phone 
calls and fl owers received 
following their recent sad 
loss. Thanks to the staff of 
Ward B, Lorn and Islands 
Hospital for their excellent 
care and support. Special 
thanks to Msgr James 
MacNeil for his support 
and comforting Requiem 
Mass. Thanks to Hamish 
Hoey and Son for funeral 
arrangements, Angus 
MacColl for piping at the 
graveside and The Olive 
Garden for catering. Special 

thanks to everyone who 
travelled from far and near 
to pay their respects at the 
church and graveside.
MACLEAN - Anne, Niall, 
Sheumais, Eoghainn and 
family of the late Capt 
E.J. MacLean would like 
to thank all relatives and 
friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
received in their recent sad 
loss. Special thanks to Rev. 
Graham L. Morrison for a 
beautiful service as well as 
Eoghainn’s fellow elders 
and friends at St. Columba 
Gaelic Church, Glasgow, 
for their great support 
with arrangements. We are 
thankful to Dr Jackson and 
the staff of the Cuthbertson 
Ward at Gartnavel Royal 
for their wonderful care and 
kindness shown to Eoghainn 
during his long illness. 
Also many thanks to the 
staff at Langlands Building, 
Queen Elizabeth University 
Hospital Glasgow, where 
he died. We are grateful to 
the Co-operative Funeral 
Service at Queens Cross, 
Glasgow, and later in 
Tiree, where Eoghainn was 
buried with his late son 
Calum. Finally a heart felt 
thanks to all who came to 
Soroby Cemetery for the 
graveside service, conducted 
beautifully by Rev. Elspeth 
MacLean, and to the 
Farmhouse Café for their 
excellent food and service.
McCONNELL - The 
McConnell family would like 
to thank everyone who came 
to Ann McConnell’s funeral 
at the Parish Church. Thanks 
to the staff at Munns, the 
Minister, Doctors and Nurses, 
friends and family that made 
it. Over £400 was raised for 
Cancer Research

MEMORIAMS

CAMERON - In loving 
memory of Jessie, dearly 
loved mum, mum-in-law, 
gran and grandma, who died 
May 25, 2015. 
Forever in our hearts always 
in our thoughts. 
- Ian, Alyson and family, 
Ardrossan, Kenny and 
family, Scone, Anne and 
family, North Uist.
CAMPBELL - 
Remembering with love our 
treasured mum Joey Millar, 
who passed away May 29, 1987.
Memories most precious.
- Avril and John.
CHILDS – Loving memories 
of our dear father and papa  
Laurence (Larry), who passed 
away on May 26, 2002.
Memories are a gift to treasure
Ours of you will last forever
No longer in our lives to share
But deep in our hearts you 
are always there.
- Love always, your loving 
family.x
DAVREN - In loving 
memory of a much loved 
husband and father, Stan, 
who died May 26, 2015. 
Remembered every day and 
loved forever. Agnes and all 
the family.
KEMP - In loving memory of 
my dear mum Johanna (Joey), 
who died May 31, 2009.
Treasured memories
Sadly missed.
- Morag, Hugh and Lisa.

Children from St Muns RC Church in Ballachulish and from The Good Shepherd Parish Church in Kinlochleven received 
the sacrament of con� rmation with the new Bishop of Argyll and the Isles Brian McGee and parish priest Father 

Andrew Barrett. Photograph: Anthony MacMillan Photography

MACCONNELL - Michael 
died May 29 two years ago.
You always had a smile to share
Time to give, time to care
Never selfi sh always kind
These are the memories you 
left behind.
- Ian and  Margaret.
MACINTYRE - Fond 
memories of Angus, who died 
May 26, 1986 and Kenny 
who died May 30, 1999.
The years have slipped away 
but the resolute values remain 
strong in the memory and the 
fun and the stories are shared 
with the ever growing family.
- Angus, Lorn, Derek and all 
the family
MACKAY - In loving 
memory of Rosemarie 
(Rosie), loving wife, 
cherished mum and granny. 
Forever in our thoughts and 
sorely missed.
Mo Chaoin Chailin
- Jackie and family
TURNER - In memory of 
my wife Margaret Turner, 
(née MacInnes), who died 
May 18, 2012.
My love and memories will 
never fade.
- Kenny
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Football

Jimmy Marshall Cup fi nal for Saints

School shinty

Oban Saints                       1
St Joseph’s FP                 2
SAFL Premier Division

OBAN Saints and old foes 
St Joseph’s FP staged a dress 
rehearsal for their impending 
Jimmy Marshall Trophy final 
showdown at a midgie-infested 
Glencruitten last Friday night. 

If the old adage that a bad 
rehearsal equals a good per-
formance then Saints can look 
forward to things being ‘alright 
on the night’ at Millburn Park  
Alexandria next Friday as this 
was one of Saints’ worst perfor-
mances of the season.
 However, if this saying is just 
a lot of superstitious nonsense 
Saints will have to raise their 
game considerably if they are to 
win a second Jimmy Marshall 
Trophy in three years.

Saints added Craig Campbell, 
Dougal Graham, Jamie Gra-
ham, Ross Maitland and Allan 
Mackay to the threadbare squad 
that had secured a draw away at 
champions elect East Kilbride 
FC Amateurs on the previous 
Saturday.

Still missing through injury 
were Martin Bonar, Myles 
McAuley and Marc Maccallum. 
Joining the missing list was 
Scott Maitland, who is current-
ly in Lithuania with the Scottish 
Amateur Football Association 
squad.

The visitors kicked off attack-
ing the Mossfield end where, 

St Joseph’s FP striker Michael McGowan is closely watched by Craig MacEwan and Craig Campbell 
during last Friday nights SAFL Premier Division game at Glencruitten. 

Photos and match reports Derek Black.

Oban side will need to improve if
they are to take home the silveware 

after a quiet opening spell, they 
enforced their shoot-on-sight 
policy for the first time in the 
fourth minute with skipper 
Colin Gailey firing over from 
the edge of the box after a good 
run and cross from Martin Mc-
Gowan on the right wing.

One minute later Thomas 
McCulloch made the first of a 
string of excellent saves getting 
down well to his left to stop a 
Michael McGowan shot. 

Saints’ normally crisp passing 
was non-existent at this stage 
with cheaply conceded posses-
sion keeping them constantly 
on the back foot.

The busy evening for Thomas 
continued just 60 seconds later 
when Blair Mulgrew fired in 
another shot from the left which 
the big keeper held well at his 
near post.

It took Saints fully 20 minutes 
to muster their first attempt on 
goal when Craig MacEwan set 
up Dean Smith for a shot from 
the right hand side of the St 
Joe’s box. 

Smith’s right-foot shot across 
the keeper was well held by 
Kevin Goodwin with Donald 
Campbell waiting to punish any 
handling error.

Saints’ best opportunity of 
the first half came in the 23rd 
minute when a defence-split-
ting Campbell pass was quickly 
latched onto by MacEwan. 

A clear path to goal opened 
up for MacEwan, however, the 
ball seemed to stick under his 

feet on the 18-yard line and 
he was closed down by Kearn 
Docherty and Kieran Boyce. 

MacEwan retained posses-
sion and laid the ball back to 
Campbell who lofted the ball 
to the back post where Paul 
Kerr had made a good run but 
was unable to generate enough 
power on his header to seriously 
test Kevin Goodwin.

The visitors took the lead in 
the 28th minute when Martin 
McGowan won a corner off 
Dougal Graham on the St Joe’s 
right and took the kick himself 
sending a good delivery into the 
box. 

Scott Dornan lost his marker 
in the box and had the simplest 
of tasks with a free header to 
nod the ball into the net past 
the helpless McCulloch.

Manager Alex Craik was clear-
ly unhappy at the way things 
were going and made a swift 
tactical switch dropping Camp-
bell back to bolster the midfield 
which was being overrun by their 
St Joe’s counterparts.

The switch certainly helped 
steady the ship and set Saints 
up for a good 15-minute spell to 
close the first half.

Referee Jimmy Litster was the 
object of some heated words 
from the touchline when he 
harshly ruled what appeared 
to be a perfectly timed run by 
MacEwan to get on a defence 
splitting pass from Campbell to 
be offside. 

MacEwan ran on and stroked 

the ball into the net but all to 
no avail as the Lochgilphead 
whistler had already awarded a 
free kick in St Joe’s favour.

Saints ended the first half with 
another chance as Smith broke 
into the St Joe’s box on the left 
hand side but was forced wide 
by the combined efforts of 
Craig Cameron and Boyce. 

The encouraging end to the 
first half should have been the 
catalyst for Saints to kick on in 
the second half; alas all of the 
good work was undone in the 
first minute of the second 45. 

Martin McGowan beat Gra-
ham on the St Joe’s right and 
played a low ball into the box. 

Jamie Graham and Campbell 
looked clear favourites to clear 
the danger, however, no clear-
ance was forthcoming and Ryan 
Craig pounced on the loose ball 
dispatching it past a bemused 
McCulloch to make the score 
2-0.

Saints eventually sparked into 
life on the hour mark with Ross 
Maitland making a good run up 
the right wing winning a throw-
in level with the six-yard line. 

Willie Gemmell wound up one 
of his long throws which found 
the head of MacEwan whose 
flick on unfortunately found 
no takers in navy blue and was 
cleared by the St Joe’s defence.

Saints were handed a one-man 
advantage for the closing 20 
minutes when Scott Dornan 
saw red for a bad tackle from 
behind on MacEwan. 

Tempers were inflamed 
briefly but Mr Litster was quick 
to restore order before giving 
Dornan his marching orders.

The extra numbers helped 
Saints dominate possession in 
the closing stages, however, 
chances were few and far 
between with the St Joe’s rear-
guard standing firm. 

Saints eventually pulled one 
back with just five minutes 
remaining after a good run 
up the left wing from Graham 
was halted by a tug of the shirt 

from Cameron. Gemmell bent 
his free kick from level with 
the 18-yard line around the St 
Joe’s wall, through the ‘corridor 
of uncertainty’ in front of the 
goalkeeper and into the bottom 
corner of the net. 

After riding their luck for long 
periods of the match the stage 
now looked set for Saints to 
grab an unlikely point.

However, the anticipated 
grandstand finish failed to ma-
terialise and it was the visitors 
who came closest to adding to 

the scoring.  Gary Redpath was 
allowed to run unchallenged at 
the heart of the Saints defence 
and brought out the last of 
McCulloch’s saves in a tremen-
dous performance from the big 
keeper. 

Referee Litster brought the 
match to an end without further 
incident almost certainly con-
firming Saints’ lowest league 
finish for seven seasons.        

SAINTS had long been 
dreaming of a match on Sunday 
May 22 2016, unfortunately 
the much-longed for Scottish 
Amateur Cup final appearance 
at Hampden Park was not to be 
and a considerably less prestig-
ious Scottish Amateur Football 
League Premier Division match 
against Inverclyde was arranged 
instead.

 With only 11 available players 
it was perhaps fortunate that the 
opponents were Saints’ old foes 
from the tail o’ the bank rather 
than the all-conquering Colville 
Park as manager Alex Craik’s 
resources were again stretched 
to the limit. 

Dropping out from Friday’s 
squad were Thomas McCull-
och, Willie Gemmell, Donald 
Campbell and Ross Maitland 
with Craig Campbell and Jamie 
Graham joining the lengthening 
injury list. 

Graham Douglas and Paul 
Carmichael made welcome 
returns, however, skipper Marc 
Maccallum’s planned return 
from the foot injury sustained 
against Alba Thistle on April 27 
had to be abandoned when he 
pulled up during the warm-up.

With East Kilbride FC Ama-
teurs already crowned as league 
champions and neither side 
under any threat of relegation 
the match had more than a hint 
of that end of season feel to it.

Notwithstanding the fact there 
was nothing at stake, the teams 
produced an entertaining match 
played at a good tempo in warm 
sunshine.

Saints kicked off attacking 

Oban Saints                       4
Inverclyde                         2
SAFL Premier Division

Saints get back to winning ways
the Mossfield end and had a 
first sight of goal in the second 
minute. 

Carmichael made a good run 
forward from his left midfield 
berth to get on the end of a lay 
off from Dean Smith.

Carmichael burst into the 
box and shot left footed for the 
near post but a nasty bobble just 
before connection was enough 
to ensure the shot missed the 
target and hit the side netting. 

A moment of indecision from 
’Clyde keeper Stevie Docherty 
was almost punished in the sixth 
minute by Allan Mackay.

Docherty dallied too long on a 
clearance with Mackay closing 
him down and taking the ball off 
his toes before the big keeper re-
covered and dropped to smother 
the ball at Mackay’s feet.

The visitors had their first at-
tempt on goal in the 11th minute 
with Darren McGregor firing 
wide from 22 yards. 

Revelling
Normally deployed as an at-

tacker, Carmichael was revelling 
in his unaccustomed midfield 
role but still made every effort to 
get forward wherever possible.

A 16th minute give-and-go 
with MacEwan on the half-
way line saw Carmichael race 
through the inside left channel 
and unleash a low shot inches 
wide of the near post.

Saints continued to make good 
use of the wide areas and made 
a deserved breakthrough in the 
25th minute. 

Dene Cassells played a terrific 
long ball out from the back to 
the overlapping Dougal Graham 
on the left wing. Graham out-
paced Christopher McGivern 
and sent a tempting cut back to 
Allan Mackay, who stroked an 
excellent first time finish into 

the bottom corner past keeper 
Docherty’s left hand. Keith Mil-
lar and skipper for the day Paul 
Kerr were making a good job of 
anchoring the midfield allowing 
Carmichael to push forward 
with another run, winning a 27th 
minute free kick for a push in 
the back just outside the ’Clyde 
box. 

Mackay took responsibility for 
the kick and sent a good ball in 
looking for the head of Cassells 
who was just beaten to it by 
’Clyde centre half Fraser Gunn 
at the expense of a corner kick. 
 A relatively quiet first half for 
Douglas was brought momen-
tarily to life when he took too 
much time with a clearance 
allowing McGregor to close him 
down and get in a block which 
cannoned just over the crossbar 
much to the keeper’s relief.
 Referee Kevin McIntyre issued 
the only yellow card of the day 
in the 44th minute taking the 
name of Nick Jack for a heavy 
challenge on Kerr.

The visitors had a loud appeal 
for a penalty kick dismissed by 
Mr McIntyre in the 42nd minute 
when McGregor tumbled theat-
rically to the ground claiming he 
had been held by Cassells.

After a sloppy start to the 
second half Saints eventually 
clicked into gear in the 64th 
minute with Graham starting 
and finishing the move for the 
second goal. 

Graham closed down and dis-
possessed Docherty just inside 
the ’Clyde half and worked a 
give and go with Mackay. 

Mackay’s pass through the 
inside left channel was perfectly 
weighted for Graham who 
arrowed a crisp left foot finish 
from 18 yards just inside the far 
post before the keeper had time 

to set himself.
Saints were by now firmly back 

in the groove and added to the 
scoring four minutes later. 

David McArthur made a 
good run on the right wing and 
clipped a cross to the near post 
for MacEwan to bullet a header 
into the far bottom corner of the 
net.

After several tight offside 
decisions had gone against him, 
Mackay finally received the ben-
efit of any doubt in Mr McIn-
tyre’s mind in the 72–minute 
rounding the ’Clyde keeper and 
tucking the ball into the bottom 
corner for Saints’ fourth goal.

Penalty
The consolation goal for the 

visitors came from the penalty 
spot in the 79th minute. 

Smith found himself on the 
wrong side of Graeme Leslie 
just inside the Saints box on the 
’Clyde right. 

Leslie went down under 
Smith’s challenge and referee 
McIntyre had no hesitation in 
awarding a penalty kick.

On his only previous appear-
ance since rejoining the club 
in March, Douglas saved two 
penalty kicks in a Jimmy Mar-
shall Trophy shoot-out win over 
Kings Park Rangers.

Unfortunately there was to be 
no repeat of those heroics with 
Neil McCole sending ‘Sugar’ 
the wrong way tucking the ball 
into the right hand corner of the 
net.

Alex Craik kept his troops 
well marshaled comfortably 
seeing out the final 11 minutes 
for a well deserved 4-1 win to 
guarantee a fourth place finish 
in the league.

Saints goalkeeper Graham Douglas punches the ball clear during the game against Inverclyde.

Football

A GREAT turnout of 25 teams 
spread across the primary seven 
and five sections arrived at Ta-
ynuilt Playing Fields on Sunday 
May 22 to compete in the an-
nual South of Scotland Primary 
School Championships. 

Play got underway at 11am with 
favourable weather conditions 
overhead.

North Lorn and Rockfield 
started proceedings in the P7 
section and were obviously get-
ting to grips with things as they 
shared a goalless draw in the 
first P7 tie. In the other section 
Ballachulish showed some early 
promise by defeating Dunoon by 
two goals to nil.  After their long 
trip Aberdour wasted no time in 
winning against Dunollie by a 
goal to nil and the Ballachulish 
Bears started their P5 group 
game by defeating Park Sparks 
by a goal to nil. 

The group games concluded 
at 3.30pm after which Bute 
Battlers, Aberdour, Taynuilt 
and Glasgow Gaels Yellows 
progressed to the semi-finals 
stage in the P5 section where as 
Bute, Park, Glasgow Gaels Reds 
and Ballachulish made it to the 
P7 semi-finals.  

In the semi-finals Bute Battlers 
defeated Aberdour whilst Tay-
nuilt overcame Glasgow Gaels 
Yellows to set up a mouth-water-
ing P5 final.  In the end Taynuilt 
won the final by two goals to nil 
and thoroughly deserved their 
victory.  Bute were proving too 
strong in the P7 section and 
overcame reigning champions, 
Park, in their semi-final.  They 

Successful south schools shinty 
championships held at Taynuilt

would face Ballachulish who 
managed to overcome Glasgow 
Gaels Reds in the other semi 
by three goals to two after 
extra time.  Bute’s form did not 
slip and they managed to beat 
Ballachulish in the final by two 
goals to nil.

This year’s individual winners 
were Matthew Sloss, Taynuilt, 
who won the P5 player of the 
tournament and Marcus Planck, 
Bute, who won the P7 award.  In 
addition to this Joseph Burns 

from Camanachd Dhun Eide-
ann (Edinburgh) was presented 
with the Sheena Cameron me-
morial shield by Dougie Camer-
on for his outstanding effort and 
sportsmanship on the day.

Thanks must go to all the vol-
unteers who gave up their time 
on the day to help run, provide 
catering, organise facilities and 
referee.

Mathew Sloss from Taynuilt  
was the  P5 Player of the 

Tournament.

Taynuilt were P5 winners. Photographs: Stephen Lawson

Bute took the honours in the P7 section.
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Address ........................................................................................
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 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2750
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

C McMillan
Newmilns Gdns
Blantyre

A Taylor
Longsdale Cres
Oban

Golf NewsMagnus in sevens heaven as 
Scotland win World Series Cup 

Shinty

Dalmally

Foundation 
coaching course

Jayne Mahmoud from Oban rides her own stunning Dutch 
Warmblood Soraya. The pair were at the Scottish Veteran Horse 
Dressage Championships recently coming home with a credible 
� rst, second and fourth place. The following week in Perth the 

combination won both the Novice class and the
 Elementary sections, qualifying for next year’s championships.

Islay

EMERGENCY Services won 
the Over 35’s League Cup after 
a gripping 2-1 victory in the final 
against Coasters. With their 
star man Andrew MacDougall 
carrying an injury, they still 
managed to beat Coasters 2-1 in 
a pulsating final.

Fine fi nish
Coasters opened the scoring 

after 25 minutes with a fine 
finish into the top corner from 
Alan Morrison.

Coasters were then pegged 
back by an unexpected strike 

from the Emergency Services’ 
stopper Cammy Lowe, before 
Alastair Davidson rifled a shot 
past a helpless Peter MacMillan 
in the dying moments of the 
game to win the final 2-1.

Coasters won the Over 35s 
league title after going through 
the campaign undefeated. The 
league would like to thank Neil 
Beaton for refereeing over the 
season.

Over 35s football

Emergency Services
win league cup

Emergency Services - Over 35 League Cup winners

EDINBURGH Rugby’s Magnus Bradbury 
was the only addition to Scotland 7s’ 12-man 
squad for the final leg of this season’s HSBC 
World Rugby Sevens Series, in London last 
weekend, where Scotland made history in 
lifting their first ever World Series event 
cup at Twickenham.

The team’s previous highest tournament 
finish of fourth was trumped as Scotland 
progressed to, and won, the final, beating 
South Africa 27-26 in the last game of the 
tournament and this year’s series.

In a truly epic finale, Scotland clinched 
victory in terrific fashion, as Dougie Fife, 
named as Player of the Final, crossed the 
line twice in the last 30 seconds to see his 
side overcome an 11-point deficit (26-15) to 
claim the spoils with a 27-26 win.

Head Coach Calum MacRae said: ‘I’m 
absolutely delighted for the boys.

‘We’ve had a bit of a tough year in terms 
of just missing out on the cup stages but 
certainly the back end of the year the boys 
have stuck to task, been competitive and, 
ultimately, backed our game and showed a 
huge amount of belief to get over the line.   

‘I’m very proud of the players. They’ve 
put everything into it and they’re a pleasure 
to work with week-to-week. They’re a real 
honest bunch, and it’s great that they’ve got 
their reward at Twickenham.’

Bradbury, who travelled to Dubai for the 
first leg of this year’s series, replaced Joe 
Nayacavou, who dropped out with an ankle 
injury sustained in the opening game of last 
week’s Paris event.

Bradbury, 20, has appeared for the capital 
club on nine occasions this season, scoring 
his first try in the European Challenge Cup 
home tie against Agen.

He said: ‘It was good to get back into the 
sevens set-up. They’re a tight group of guys 
who are always eager to succeed together. 

‘It’s always extremely exciting to play at a 
national stadium. It was electric with a huge 
crowd getting behind the teams.  

‘Sevens is a great tool for developing 
certain aspects of my game. Passing under 
pressure and defending on a pitch with a 
lot more room to cover are just a few of the 
skills I can work on, and transfer back into 
my XV-a-side game.’

Rugby sevens

‘They’re a real honest 
bunch, and it’s great 
that they’ve got their 
reward at Twickenham’

Magnus Bradbury was in the Scotland squad that won the World 
Series event cup at Twickenham.

Magnus, fourth from the right, celebrates with his team mates after Scotland’s 27-26 win over South Africa in the World 
Rugby Sevens Series.

DESPITE challenging condi-
tions, players from 17 clubs who 
participated in Dalmally Golf 
Club’s Seniors Open once again 
voted the event a resounding 
success.

The excellent course condi-
tion, usual warm welcome and 
fine catering made the event as 
popular as always, as did the 
unique format which sees gents 
and ladies playing together 
competing for the various 
prizes.

Results: Gents - 1 Jim 
Carruthers,    Kyles of Bute 36 
pts*; 2 Davy McLeod,     Dal-
mally 36 pts*; 3 John Nicolson, 
Dumbarton 36 pts. *countback.

Ladies: 1 Maud Marshall, 
Dalmally 33 pts; 2  Josephine 
Monaghan, Dumbarton    30 
pts; 3 Janet Buchanan, Dalmal-
ly 29 pts.

Category B (70+) Tommy 
Gibson, Dalmally 33 pts  
Margaret Allan, Hollandbush  
23 pts.

Nearest the pin: Tony 
Barnard, Killin; Margaret 
Stirling, Cardross.

Best inward nine: Brian 
Penman, Helensburgh; Gina 
Coleman, Dumbarton. Twos: 
Janet Buchanan, Ann Hay, Jim 
Carruthers, Kevin Mills (2).
 Ladies’ Club Championship 
Qualifier round 1: net scores - 1 
Janet Buchanan  67; 2 = Lily 
McKay 69, Ann Colthart 69 and 
June Sutherland 69.

Gents’ Club Championship 
(scratch) round 1: 1 Shaun 
Squire  70; 2 Graeme 
MacKechnie 74; 3 Gary Wilson 
80.

THE LADDIE, played Sunday 
May 15: 1  A MacAuley 33 pts; 
2 S Johnston 32 pts; 3 T Logan 
30 pts.

The Letters, played Sunday 
May 22;  1  I Gray 59 -12 =47;  
2 R Johnston 55-5=50; 3 D 
Livingstone 63-7=56.

PORTREE rally driver Grant 
MacRae is making his mark in 
the Scottish Junior Champion-
ship. 

It’s a family affair for MacRae 
as his co-driver is his cousin 
Martin Bruce whilst his father, 
Donnie MacRae, provides the 
mechanical support. 

They competed in last month’s 
McDonald & Munro Speyside 
Stages. The 10-stage event – two 
on tarmac and eight on forestry 
track – took place in wintery 
conditions, starting at 9am at 
Cooper Park.   

Portree rally driver 
makes his mark

Grant MacRae and Martin Bruce pick up their prizes after the 
Speyside Stages. Photograph: Colin Little 

MacRae’s Peugeot 205 Rallye 
finished in 70th place in a total 
time of 57:46. This also secured 
a spot at the prize-giving cere-
mony as runners-up in Class 2.

MacRae is now in third place 
in the Scottish Junior Champi-
onship and has a second placing 
overall for the Class 2 drivers 
with four more events to go.

Next up for the young driver 
could be the RSAC Scottish 
Rally in Dumfries. 

Rallying

THE CAMANACHD Associ-
ation is inviting people to take 
part in a Foundation Coaching 
Certificate Course to learn the 
basic ‘How to Coach’ and ‘What 
to Coach’ techniques that are 
fundamental to skills develop-
ment in the game of shinty.

The course is designed to help 
any adult 16 years of age or 
over, with limited knowledge of 
coaching and the game of shin-
ty, to work with youth players as 
an assistant coach.

The course will be held 
at Castle Leod, Caberfeidh 
Shinty Club’s Sports Pavillion: 
Wednesday June  1 - theory: 
6-9pm; Wednesday June 8 - 
practical: 6-9pm.

The course will be delivered 
by Camanachd Association 
tutors. 

The cost of the course will 
be £30 and each candidate will 
receive resource booklets and 
copies of the rules of shinty.

Funding support may be avail-
able from local sports councils/
local authorities.
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Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures
SHINTY

Camanachd Cup 
ties take centre 
stage this weekend

Inveraray’s Grant Gri�  n shields the ball from Drew McNeil, Inverness,  during last Saturday’s National 
Division game at the Bught Park. The yellow and blacks won by the odd goal in � ve.

 Photo: Donald Cameron

 Skye’s Jordan Murchison, right, scores a last-minute equaliser against Kinlochshiel in Saturday’s 
Marine Harvest Premiership match. Photo: Neil Paterson

Marine Harvest     
National Division 
Ballachulish 1 
Kilmallie 5  
It’s been a stop-start season so far for Kil-
mallie and their 5-1 win over Ballachulish 
at Jubilee Park on Saturday was their first 
match in three weeks.  

The home side were again without the 
banned John MacDonald, whilst Kilmallie 
were minus Steven McAllister, Mark Gra-
ham and Michael Rodger. Duncan Rodger 
was back in attack though. He lined up 
alongside Liam MacDonald and they were 
to have a profitable afternoon. 

Balla’ shocked their more fancied oppo-
nents when Lorne Brown fired the home 
side into the lead on 24 minutes. 

But Kilmallie provided the perfect re-
sponse scoring four times before the break. 
Duncan Rodger was on target on 26 and 32 
minutes to make it 2-1 and Liam MacDon-
ald on 35 and 45 minutes made it 4-1 at the 
break. 

Kilmallie would have extended their lead 
had it not been for some fantastic saves from 
Balla’ keeper Cameron Sutherland and 
his man of the match performance meant 
Kilmallie didn’t score from open play in the 
second half. 

They did add to their tally in the final min-
ute when referee Deek Cameron awarded 
them a penalty. Duncan Rodger despatched 

the spot-hit to make it 5-2 and complete his 
hat-trick. The win means Kilmallie now 
only trail table-toppers Glasgow Mid Argyll 
on goal difference and they will hope for a 
run of fixtures to allow them to build mo-
mentum in their quest to return to shinty’s 
top division.

Inverness 2 
Inveraray 3 
Inveraray are one of three teams tied on top 
of the Marine Harvest National Division 
following their hard-fought 3-2 win over 
Inverness at the Bught Park.

With Allan MacLeod unavailable, Som-
hairle MacDonald was in goal for Inverness 
as he continues to be hampered by a ham-
string injury.  

Inveraray travelled without Nicholas 
Crawford and Ally Munro. 

Garry MacPherson and Allan MacDonald 
were free to play but both will miss next 
weekend’s Camanachd Cup second round 
tie against Beauly at Braeview Park as their 
bookings against Glasgow Mid Argyll the 
previous weekend mean they must serve 
one-match bans for passing through the 
disciplinary points threshold. MacDonald 
started on the bench alongside Lewis 
MacNicol and player/manager Ruaraidh 
Graham. John Kennedy and Grant Griffin 
returned for the visitors. 

Referee Evan MacRae, officiating in his 
second match of the day, awarded Inveraray 
a penalty on seven minutes when Grant 

Griffin was up ended in the D. Youngster 
Fraser Watt coolly slotted the spot-hit into 
the roof of the net, giving Somhairle Mac-
Donald no chance. 

Despite being a goal down, Inverness 
had started well and the powerful James 
Cameron and teenager Charlie MacDonald 
caused a number of problems for the In-
veraray back line. 

Inveraray’s David Robertson played the 
first 45 minutes but left at half-time to at-
tend a wedding. Allan MacDonald took his 
place. Inveraray went 2-0 ahead four min-
utes after the re-start when Grant Griffin 
pounced to score following a corner.  

Inverness halved the deficit on 59 minutes 
when Inveraray keeper Scott MacLachlan 
saved well from a low drive, but the visiting 
defence never reacted and James Cam-
eron was quick onto the rebound and and 
knocked the ball into the net to make it 2-1. 

Young Scott MacLachlan in the Inveraray 
goal was the busier of the two keepers but it 
was Grant Griffin who got his second and 
Inveraray’s third with 15 minutes remaining 
when he scored following a well-worked 
free-hit. 

Inverness came back again though and 
Charlie MacDonald found the back of the 
net for the fifth consecutive match, taking 
his 77-minute goal really well. 

Inverness kept pressing but Inveraray 
held out and they will be delighted to have 
headed back down the A9 with both points 
on a day when they weren’t at their best.

There was a mixture of league 
and cup shinty action, with 
some wet weather thrown in, on 
Saturday May 21.

Camanachd Cup – 
� rst round
Taynuilt 0 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 8
Glasgow Mid Argyll will host 
Skye Camanachd in the Cama-
nachd Cup second round this 
coming Saturday after they beat 
Taynuilt 8-0 at Taynuilt Sports 
Field.

Taynuilt’s John Gillies was 
free of suspension having served 
a one-match ban for passing 
through the disciplinary points 
threshold. 

GMA had top scorer Craig 
Anderson on the bench after 
he suffered the recurrence 
of a problematic leg injury in 
the previous week’s defeat to 
Inveraray. 

He should be ready for the 
Skye game though as he came 
on for the final 20 minutes of the 
game and showed no ill-effects 
afterwards.

In the end it was a comfortable 
win for the Marine Harvest Na-
tional Division leaders against 
a Taynuilt team from a league 
below. 

The visitors led 4-0 at the break 
and doubled that advantage in 
the second half. 

John McNulty, Ryan Harrison 
and Calum McLay each scored 

twice with Craig Anderson and 
Iain Luke getting the others. 

Craig Anderson’s effort 
was probably the pick of the 
afternoon’s goals. Anderson 
was allowed too much time and 
space around 35 yards from goal 
and he sent a great shot into the 
top corner of the net. 

Gregor Cameron 
Consultancy 
Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup - semi 
� nal
Oban Camanachd P 
Kyles Athletic P
The Gregor Cameron Consul-
tancy Glasgow Celtic Society 
Cup semi-final between Oban 
Camanachd and Kyles Athletic 
was postponed as the middle 
area of the Mossfield pitch was 
water-logged. The tie has been 
rescheduled for Saturday June  
4 so Inveraray will have to wait 
a bit longer to find out who they 
will play in the final.   

Balliemore Cup – 
second round
Oban Celtic 1 
Beauly 3 
Oban Celtic put up a strong fight 
before eventually going down 
3-1 to Balliemore Cup holders 

Beauly in their 12.30pm throw 
up at Ganavan.  Celtic had Lee 
Askew, Ewan MacCorquodale 
and David Graham out through 
injury, whilst Scott Burnett was 
unavailable. Neil Carmichael 
returned.

Both teams went into the tie in 
buoyant mood after two straight 
wins apiece but Beauly’s fitness 
and experience told in the end. 

The Celtic players and officials 
have to be commended for 
sweeping water off the pitch 
ahead of throw up, allowing the 
game to go ahead. 

Beauly took the lead after 
just six minutes through Calum 
Morrison who got onto the end 
of a high ball into the goal area 
and slotted the ball home to 
make it 1-0. 

Celtic came right back into 
the game and won a penalty 
after Beauly keeper Josh Grant 
kicked the ball inside the ‘D’. 
But the spot-hit from David 
MacInnes was ruled out as 
Fraser MacMillan was adjudged 
to have moved too early. 

Neil Carmichael avoided a 
couple of tackles and bundled 
the ball home to pull the sides 
level a minute before the break. 

This was a thrilling encounter 
with no quarter asked nor given 
and the outcome remained in 
the balance until 15 minutes 
from time when Beauly top scor-
er Jack MacDonald made it 2-1. 
The goal came following a free-
hit just outside the ‘D’. Quick 
movement from MacDonald saw 

him lose his marker which gave 
him the chance to send a low, 
hard shot into the bottom corner 
of the net.

Ross Forbes sealed the win 
three minutes later, making it 
3-1. Forbes dribbled the ball 
into a shooting position around 
18 yards from goal and sent a 
great shot into the top corner 
of the net, giving the keeper no 
chance.  

Beauly will now play Kilmallie 
or Glasgow Mid Argyll in the 
Balliemore Cup semi-finals on 
Saturday June 18. 

Oban Celtic manager Kenny 
Wotherspoon reflected on the 
game: ‘That’s the best we have 
played this season and, on 
another day, it could have been 
us winning the tie late on. We 
looked tired in the latter stages 
of the game but a few of our lads 
had been ill during the week. I 
thought young Lewis MacPhee 
was tremendous as was Rory 
Bruce but, in saying that, I don’t 
think any of our players under-
performed.

‘Credit to Beauly though who 
deserved the win and they are of 
course defending the trophy. 

‘What we did learn though is 
that if we can achieve our aim for 
this year, which is winning South 
Division 1, we will be more than 
capable of holding our own in 
the National Division.

‘We now look forward to our 
next game which is Kyles Ath-
letic in the Camanachd Cup and 
we’ll hopefully have a full squad 
for the trip to Tighnabruaich.’

Caberfeidh 3 
Aberdour 1 
Caberfeidh are through to the 
last four of the Balliemore Cup 
after they beat Aberdour 3-1 at 
Castle Leod.

The home officials spent time 
sweeping water off the pitch 
after the day’s earlier encounter 
between the Caberfeidh seconds 
and Aberdeen University. 

Conditions improved though 
and Aberdour made a good start 
against their higher league op-
ponents with Angus Thorburn 
going close early on. 

‘Cabers’ settled though and 
Callum MacCulloch took ad-
vantage of a defensive lapse to 
score after 10 minutes.

Aberdour responded in the 
best way, drawing level on 17 

minutes. After some good link-
up play, Roddy MacColl slipped 
the ball to Angus Thorburn who 
steadied himself on the wet sur-
face, turned his man and blasted 
the ball into the net to make it 
1-1. 

‘Cabers’ regained the lead on 
24 minutes when the visiting 
defence failed to clear their lines 
and Liam Symonds pushed the 
ball past a helpless Tom Bower-
man in the Aberdour goal. 

‘Cabers’ began to take control 
of the centre line in the second 
half and Liam Symonds scored 
a great goal on 57 minutes, his 
second of the game, after find-
ing a few yards of space.

Caberfeidh will now play 
Strathglass or Taynuilt in the 
Balliemore Cup semi-finals on 
Saturday June 18 whilst Aber-
dour will take great encourage-
ment that they are competing 
well with teams from a higher 
division. 

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Skye Camanachd 1 
Kinlochshiel 1 
An injury time goal from 
Jordan Murchison earned Skye 
Camanachd a 1-1 draw with 
Kinlochshiel in their 3pm throw 
up at Pairc nan Laoch, Portree. 

Skye Camanachd boss John 
MacLeod made three changes 
to the squad which drew 0-0 with 
Lovat in the league the previous 
weekend as Danny Morrison, 
Iain Nicolson and Chris Rose 
were all unavailable. There were 
call ups for David MacInnes and 
James Pringle, who both started 
and Ally ‘Cleodi’ MacLeod and 
Chris MacLennan who were 
on the bench. Iain Murray and 
Allan MacKinnon were both 
still out injured. 

Kinlochshiel manager Colin 
Fraser has been able to field a 
settled side in recent weeks but 
he was without John MacRae 
for this west coast derby as he 
served a one match ban for ex-
ceeding the disciplinary points 
threshold. Gordie MacDonald 
returned to the midfield after 
missing the previous weekend’s 
2-1 league win over Oban Cama-
nachd. A tight hamstring meant 
David Falconer started on the 
bench with John Don MacKen-
zie taking his role at wing back.

The teams also played for the 
2015 Thomas Ferguson Memo-

rial Cup which was held over 
from last year. 

Skye youngster James Pringle 
went on a great early run, skip-
ping past two defenders to run 
clean through on goal. But he 
was tripped by Paul MacRae 
which earned the ’Shiel full 
back a yellow card from referee 
Graham Cameron. 

Kinlochshiel had made the 
better start though and a turn 
and shot on his right side by 
Duncan ‘DA’ MacRae, after 
collecting a Donald Nixon ball 
forward, put his side ahead on 
13 minutes. 

Both keepers – Jamie Gannon 
for Skye from Jordan Fraser 
twice and Scott Kennedy for 
Kinlochshiel from Jordan Mur-
chison and Shockie MacLennan 
– made fantastic saves and the 
visitors stayed in front until 
second half stoppage time. 

’Shiel looked to have done 
enough to take both points 
but there was late drama as 
Gilleasbuig MacDonald sent a 
corner from the Skye left to the 
back post. Skye defender Steven 
Morrison had pushed forward, 
tracked by Gordie MacDonald, 
as the home side went for broke. 
The ball fell for Jordan Mur-
chison who fired a forceful shot 
through a ruck of players into 
the net to give Skye an equaliser.  

The large crowd were well-en-
tertained and the sides meet 
again in Portree in the Artemis 
Macaulay Cup quarter-finals 
next month. 

Another draw – their fourth in 
five league outings – means Skye 
move up to seventh place in the 
league on goal difference. 

Kinlochshiel are now Marine 
Harvest Premiership leaders 
and become the first top division 
side to have fulfilled half their 
league fixtures.

The teams had a penalty shoot-
out to determine the outcome of 
the Thomas Ferguson Memorial 
Cup and converted spot-hits 
from Gordie MacDonald and 
Finlay MacRae cancelled out 
Shockie MacLennan’s effort to 
give Kinlochshiel a 2-1 win so 
their captain David Falconer 
lifted the trophy. 

Speaking after the game, Skye 
Camanachd boss John MacLeod 
said: ‘It has to be a point gained 
for us given we were behind so 
late in the game. I’m absolutely 
delighted for the boys for the 
effort they put into the game 
today. We changed things about 

a bit towards the end and we 
just needed that wee break. Our 
keeper Jamie Gannon had an 
outstanding save which kept us 
in the game and Scott Kennedy 
was excellent in the ’Shiel goal. 
We’re delighted with the point.’

Kinlochshiel assistant man-
ager Duncan MacLeod added: 
‘For us, it’s a point dropped. 
We started off really well before 
Skye came back into it. Skye 
keeper Jamie Gannon made two 
excellent saves but our problem 
in some games this season is that 
we can’t get that second goal to 
finish teams off. Fair play to 
Skye, they never gave up and if 
you are 1-0 down, you always 
have the chance of coming back 
into the match and they did that.’ 

Kingussie 1 
Lovat 3 
Fifth-placed Lovat are now just 
two points off the top of the 
table after they beat Kingussie 
3-1 in their 3pm throw up at the 
Dell. 

Kingussie co-managers Russell 
Jones and Davie Anderson had 
a number of absences including 
the suspended Fraser Munro 
who started a three-match ban 
following his red card against 
Lochaber a week earlier. 

Lovat manager John MacRit-
chie was still without the injured 
Drew Howie, Callum Cruden, 
Martin Mainland and Graeme 
MacMillan.  

Both teams played nice shinty 
at various stages during the 
match and the Dell surface was 
in excellent condition.

The Lovat forwards moved 
the ball about really well in the 
opening stages of the game, with 
Kevin Bartlett at the centre of 
things. 

It was Bartlett who gave Lovat 
the lead on 23 minutes when 
he sped up the left wing and 
checked back. His low shot that 
followed was so forceful it went 
through the legs of Kings’ keep-
er Craig Dawson to make it 1-0.

Kingussie also had their spells 
of pressure and Lovat goalie 
Stuart MacDonald saved well 
from Thomas Borthwick twice 
before saving low to deny Savio 
Genini a first-half leveller. 

Kingussie dominated the 
early part of the second half and 
Thomas Borthwick equalised on 
50 minutes when he took pos-
session and jinked to make just 
enough space before sending 
the ball low into the bottom left 
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Joe Toal six-a-sides 
IN 1982 Joe Toal was playing for Lochaber Camanachd against 
Fort William when he died suddenly during the game, aged just 
25. 

Every year Lochaber Camanachd Club hold a six-a-side tour-
nament in honour of his memory and dedication to the club.

Lochaber invites all clubs to put forward a team or two for 
the 2016 tournament, which will take place at Lochaber shinty 
pitch on Sunday July 17 at noon.

The club will be in contact six weeks before to establish who is 
available to take part and issue confirmation a couple of weeks 
before the competition.

Contact the club or Aeleen Campbell, aeleenrecampbell@
hotmail.co.uk or 07760 155313, for more information.

Donnie MacLean six-a-sides 
THE ANNUAL Under-14 Donnie MacLean Sixes are being 
held on Sunday September 4 at Spean Bridge Shinty Club, 
starting at noon.
 Lochaber Camanachd Club will be in touch nearer the time 
for entries.

If you would like to enter a team please contact Aeleen Camp-
bell on aeleenrecampbell@hotmail.co.uk or 07760 155313.

Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup

Thursday 26 May, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk SPORT

Fixtures

Results
Friday May 20
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Inveraray 1-1 Lochside Rovers

Saturday May 21
Camanachd Cup fi rst round 
Taynuilt 0-8 Glasgow Mid Argyll

Gregor Cameron Consultancy 
Celtic Society Cup semi-fi nal
Oban Caman P-P Kyles Athletic
Unplayable field

Balliemore Cup second round
Caberfeidh 3-1 Aberdour  
Oban Celtic 1-3 Beauly 

Marine Harvest Premiership
Glenurquhart 2-0 Lochaber 
Kingussie 1-3 Lovat   
Skye 1-1 Kinlochshiel 

Marine Harvest 
National Division 
Ballachulish 1-5 Kilmallie 
Inverness 2-3 Inveraray 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Beauly 5-4 Fort William 
Kingussie 8-0 Glenurquhart
Newtonmore 2-0 Kinlochshiel
Skye P-P Lovat
Unplayable field  

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Kyles Athletic P-P Glenorchy
Unplayable field 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Glengarry 6-1 Strathspey 
Kilmallie  P-P Boleskine
Unplayable field 
Lochcarron P-P Lochaber
Unplayable field 
Lewis v Inverness
Inverness unable to raise a team 
- tie re-scheduled 
Caberfeidh 2-4 Aberdeen Uni

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Aberdour 2-3 Glasgow Mid Argyl
Dunoon P-P Bute
Unplayable field   
Kilmory P-P Tayforth
Unplayable field

David McLean, Beauly and Oban Celtic’s Allan McKie in a race for the ball during last Saturday’s 
Balliemore Cup tie at Ganavan. Beauly won 3-1. Photo: Stephen Lawson

Saturday May 28
Camanachd Cup second 
round 
Beauly v Inveraray
John Angus Gillies - 3pm
Fort William  v Kilmallie
Evan MacRae
Glasgow Mid Argyll  v Skye 
David Mitchell
Kingussie v Lochaber Graham 
Cameron - 1.30pm 
Kyles Athletic v Oban Celtic 
Lachie Wood - 3pm
Lovat v Newtonmore
Deek Cameron
Oban Caman v Glenurquhart
Robert Baxter

Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup third round
Beauly v Glenurquhart
Andy MacLean - noon
Kingussie v Kilmory
Scot McNeil - 3.45pm
Kyles Athletic v Tayforth
Ross Brown - noon

Balliemore Cup second round
Strathglass v Taynuilt
Archie Ritchie

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Bute v Ballachulish
Ronnie Campbell - 3pm 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Skye v Newtonmore
John Matheson

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Inveraray v Col Glen
Innes Wood
Glenorchy v Aberdour
Willie MacDonald

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lewis v Caberfeidh
Daniel MacRae
Kilmallie v Lochaber
Neil Ferguson
Glengarry v Aberdeen Uni 
Callum Duff
Boleskine v Inverness
Martin MacLean
Lochcarron v Strathspey
Brian MacKay

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Bute v Aberdour
Euan Pearson - Noon
Oban Lorn v Dunoon
Iain Kennedy
Throw ups 2.30pm unless 
stated.

corner of the goal to make it 1-1. 
Young Scott MacKenzie and 
Craig Mainland were impressive 
at the back for Lovat as they 
defended the Kingussie attacks. 

Greg Matheson put Lovat back 
in front on 74 minutes, against 
the run of play. Matheson 
seemed to be impeded at the 
edge of the ‘D’ but referee Innes 
Wood allowed advantage and 
Matheson stretched as he was 
falling to steer the ball into the 
net with just one hand on his 
caman.

Kingussie starlets Alexander 
Michie and Roddy Young both 
made their first team debuts as 
late substitutes. 

Lovat introduced Euan Fergu-
son and Mark Kelly for Calum 
MacAulay and Greg Matheson 
and the substitutes combined to 
make it 3-1. Kelly won posses-
sion and picked out Ferguson 
with a good pass and he sent the 
ball over the keeper’s head at the 
second attempt to make it 3-1 on 
the stroke of full-time. 

Glenurquhart 2 
Lochaber 0 
Glenurquhart edged out Loch-
aber 2-0 in a close encounter at 
Blairbeg.

Glenurquhart co-managers 
Billy MacLean and Dave 
Menzies had Fraser Heath and 
Andrew Corrigan back although 
the latter started on the bench. 
Michael Brady was still out 
and Euan Lloyd made a failed 
attempt at a comeback from 
injury in the day’s earlier reserve 
match against Kingussie.  

Lochaber boss Ally Ferguson 
was without the injured Neil 
MacDonald and Jack Dignan.

The first-half was goal-less 
with the ‘Glen’ having the better 
of the first quarter before Loch-
aber came back into it without 
really testing Stuart MacKin-
tosh in the home goal. 

This was a tight game and 
there was a touch of fortune 
about the ‘Glen’s’ opening goal 
when David Smart latched onto 
a long David MacLennan shy 
and his first-time drive ended up 
in the net to make it 1-0. 

Lochaber fought hard for a 
leveller but the Glenurquhart 
defence, with the experienced 
Lewis MacLennan and John 
Barr in the central positions 
and youngsters James Hurwood 
and Lachie Smith on the wings, 
protected their keeper well, 
although one terrific reflex save 
by MacKintosh caught the eye. 

The outcome remained in the 
balance until four minutes from 
time when Connor Golabeck, 
who had been pushed forward 
into attack, took a David Smart 
pass and beat Lochaber goalie 
Callum MacDonald to make it 
2-0.  

Seventh-placed Skye, eighth 
placed Glenurquhart and ninth 
placed Lochaber are all now on 
four points with Fort William 
at the foot of the table with one 
point. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Newtonmore 2 
Kinlochshiel 0
The match between the Kin-
lochshiel and Newtonmore 
second teams was switched to 
the Eilan on Saturday morning 
as Kirkton was unplayable.

Newtonmore boss Cammy 
MacDonald was without John 
MacKenzie who served a 
one-match ban for passing the 
disciplinary points threshold. 

Kinlochshiel were also light 
up front as boss Willie MacRae 
travelled without Neil Fraser.

’Shiel must have feared the 
worst when Iain Robinson on 
four minutes and Duncan Gor-
man on nine minutes gave them 
a 2-0 early lead. 

That was the end of the scoring 
but not the drama as referee 
Callum Duff red carded ’More’s 
Struan Kish and Colin MacDi-
armid from ’Shiel. 

The win takes Newtonmore 
to the top of the table, a point 
ahead of Strathglass, although 
they have played a game more. 

Kinlochshiel and Newtonmore 
are scheduled to meet again 
at Kirkton in early June in the 
Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup quarter-finals.

Kingussie 8 
Glenurquhart 0 
The Kingussie young guns were 
to the fore as their second string 
took the points with a convincing 
8-0 win over their Glenurquhart 
counter-parts in a noon throw 
up at the Dell. 

Glenurquhart were without 
Bradley Sneddon who complet-
ed a two-game ban following 
his red card against the Lovat 
second team a fortnight earlier 
and a number of their youth 
players were missing because of 
a school trip. 

Glenurquhart, with Callum 
Smith at full forward, were on 
top during the opening half 
hour and created several chanc-
es without scoring.

Kingussie’s first real chance 
came when Kevin Thain collect-
ed the ball in space but his shot 
went just past the post.  

There seemed little sign of the 
goal avalanche to follow when 
Dylan Borthwick gave the Kings 
a1-0 first half lead with a terrific 
strike from around the penalty 
spot just four minutes before the 
break.

He almost scored again just 
moments later when he took a 
Roddy Young pass but sent the 
ball over the bar.  

Kingussie took control after 
the break and Roddy Young 
made it 2-0 after 46 minutes. 

The Kingussie forward line, 
with veteran Kevin Thain urging 
on youngsters Dylan Borthwick, 
Ruaridh Anderson and Roddy 
Young, were now in full flow. 

Kings made it 3-1 on 51 min-
utes when Roddy Young got past 
Ross MacAulay and broke down 
the wing. With keeper David 
MacFadyen coming off his line, 
Young showed great composure 
to slip the ball past him and into 
the net from the tightest of an-
gles with a couple of defenders 
racing back to try and clear the 
danger. 

Dylan Borthwick got his sec-
ond on 56 minutes with a shot 
from distance before Roddy 
Young completed his hat-trick 
to make it 5-0 with an hour 
played. This time Young kept 
the ball in play on the by-line 
before beating a defender and 
rolling the ball over the line for 
a good finish. 

A strike from Dylan Borthwick 
went over the bar on 66 minutes. 

Kingussie didn’t let up and 
Ruaridh Anderson added his 
name to the scoresheet with a 
stunning sixth goal a minute 
later. 

Kingussie substitute Russell 
Menzies, who had come on 
for Roddy Young, crossed and 
Anderson raced in to send a 
first-time shot into the net.   

Dylan Borthwick took his 
tally for the afternoon to four 
goals with strikes on 72 and 83 
minutes to round off an 8-0 win. 

The Kings are now just three 
points off the top and they have 
played a game fewer than lead-
ers Newtonmore. 

Beauly 5 
Fort William 4 
The Beauly colts edged out the 
Fort William colts in a nine-goal 
thriller at Braeview Park. 

Beauly’s Marc MacLachlan 
sat this one out as he served 
a one-match ban for passing 
through the disciplinary points 
threshold. 

With no first team match, Fort 
were able to include Cal Brown. 

Padraig McNeil put the Fort 
ahead on 10 minutes but Rory 
Campbell levelled nine minutes 
later. 

A Martin Davidson strike on 
27 minutes and a second from 
Rory Campbell on 32 minutes 
made it 3-1 for Beauly but a 
Grant Disher goal on 40 minutes 
meant Neil Brindle’s side took a 
3-2 lead into the break. 

A second Grant Disher goal 
three minutes after the re-start 
made it 3-3 but Beauly got their 
noses back in front when Martin 
Davidson nabbed his second 
goal of the game to make it 4-3 
on 67 minutes. 

When Beauly’s Josh Ironside 
made it 5-3 on 77 minutes, the 
home side looked favourites to 
take the points.

Cal Brown netted eight min-
utes from time to make it 5-4 
and set up a nervy end for the 
home support. 

But Beauly held on to take 
the points and remain in fourth 
place in the table. 

Skye Camanachd P 
Lovat P  
Heavy overnight rain led to 
the postponement of the noon 
meeting between the Skye 
Camanachd reserves and the 
Lovat reserves as the Pairc nan 
Laoch pitch was unable to take 
two matches. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Inveraray 1 
Lochside Rovers 1 
The Inveraray second team 
and Lochside Rovers shared 
the points in a 1-1 draw in their 
Friday night meeting at the 
Winterton.

Inveraray showed their intent 
straight from the start of this 
7pm throw up as Fraser Watt 
put them in front in the opening 
minute. 

Andrew Fraser collected a ball 
forward and played a through-
ball to Watt, which was missed 
by his marker. The youngster 
struck the ball across the keeper 
into the far side of the net to 
make it 1-0.

Lochside Rovers drew level on 
63 minutes when Niall MacFar-
lane scored. 

There was a scramble around 
the home goal and the ball broke 
to MacFarlane who crashed a 
shot into the top corner of the 
net to make it 1-1. 

Kyles Athletic P 
Glenorchy P  
An unplayable field at Tighnab-
ruaich put paid to the clash be-
tween the Kyles Athletic second 
team and Glenorchy.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Caberfeidh 2 
Aberdeen University 4 
Aberdeen University saw 
off third-placed Caberfeidh 
reserves with a 4-2 win in their 
noon throw up at a wet Castle 
Leod. 

The playing conditions were 
difficult and the students wer-
en’t given time to settle as Stuart 
Kryzanowski put Cabers ahead 
after just two minutes.

Alex Duncan equalised on 
15 minutes and the contest 
remained level until the break. 

Kenny Cushnie put the Ab-
erdeen side ahead for the first 

time three minutes into the 
second-half but a Colin Ma-
cLennan goal made it 2-2 with 
just 15 minutes remaining. 

The heavy rain was making it 
difficult for both sets of players 
but Aberdeen University dug 
deep and Ewan Fraser on 80 
minutes and a second goal from 
Alex Duncan three minutes 
from time gave them a 4-2 win 
which maintains their 100 per 
cent league record and puts 
them two points clear at the top 
of the table.

Glengarry 6 
Strathspey Camanachd 1
Fifth-placed Glengarry beat 
Strathspey Camanachd 6-1 at 
Craigard.

’Garry’s Steven Cameron 
scored on 16 and 38 minutes to 
put the home side 2-0 ahead. 
When referee Martin MacLean 
pointed to the penalty spot on 
the stroke of half time, Ray-
mond Robertson stepped up to 
convert and make it 3-0 at the 
break.

Raymond Robertson scored 
again to complete his hat-trick 
with 50 minutes played. 

JJ Grey pulled a goal back for 
Strathspey on the hour mark but 
a fourth goal of the afternoon 
from Raymond Robertson 
sealed a 6-1 win with 20 minutes 
still to play. 

Lochcarron P 
Lochaber P 
Second-placed Lochaber colts 
were left kicking their heels as 
the heavy rain led to the post-
ponement of their match with 
Lochcarron at Battery Park.

 
Kilmallie P 
Boleskine P 
The game between the Kilmall-
ie seconds and Boleskine was 
postponed as the Canal Parks 
was unplayable.

Lewis Camanachd P 
Inverness P 
Lewis Camanachd and Inver-
ness were due to meet for the 
second time in four weeks, this 
time at Shawbost. 

Inverness were unable to raise 
a team though so the match will 
be rescheduled for a later date. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 2 
Aberdour 3 
Aberdour seconds beat Glasgow 
Mid Argyll seconds 3-2 at Yoker.

It was first blood to Aberdour 
when Kevin Latimer put them in 
front after just four minutes.

Craig Girvan made it 2-0 on 
42 minutes but GMA’s response 
was immediate with Lewis 
Miller pulling a goal back just a 
minute later. 

Lewis Miller got his and GMA’s 
second on 72 minutes but parity 
only lasted three minutes when 
Chris Bowerman netted what 
proved to be the winner with 15 
minutes remaining. 

GMA are now only behind 
second-placed Kilmory on goal 
difference, although they have 
played a game more. 

Kilmory P 
Tayforth P 
The top two teams in the divi-
sion were to meet at MacRae 
Park. 

But there was disappointment 
for both camps when the match 
was postponed following an 
8.30am Saturday morning pitch 
inspection.

Dunoon Camanachd P 
Bute P 
The encounter between Dunoon 
Camanachd and the Bute 
second team was postponed as 
the heavy rain left the Dunoon 
Stadium unplayable.Oban Celtic’s Daniel Madej and Beauly’s Ewen Campbell in action. Photo: Stephen Lawson
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday May 26, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)
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Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.12 1.2 08.01 3.4 14.25 1.3 20.29 3.5
Fri 02.53 1.4 08.42 3.3 15.08 1.4 21.14 3.4
Sat 03.45 1.5 09.32 3.1 16.01 1.4 22.10 3.3
Sun 04.51 1.5 10.35 3.0 17.08 1.5 23.22 3.2
Mon 06.07 1.5 11.56 2.9 18.23 1.5  **.** 1.5
Tues 00.56 3.3 07.21 1.4 13.32 3.0 19.37 1.3
Wed 02.17 3.4 08.27 1.2 14.42 3.2 20.47 1.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

6
15

13

Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light north north easterly
 Temperatures 9°C to 15ºC.
Friday Cloudy
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 9°C to 15ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 9ºC to 15ºC.

Rugby

LAST weekend’s results: 
Friday - Premier Division - 
Oban Saints 1, St Joseph’s FP 
2; Sunday - Oban Saints 4, 
Inverclyde 1. Premier Division 
One - Kings Park Rangers 4, 
Dunoon 0; Premier Division 
Two - Tarbert 2, Dumbarton 
Wanderers 3.
 Fixtures: Friday - Jimmy Mar-
shall Cup final - Oban Saints v 
St Joseph’s FP, Millburn Park, 
Alexandria, kick-off 7pm.
Saturday: Premier Division 
- Campbeltown Pupils v 
Goldenhill; Premier Division 
One - Jamestown v Dunoon.

Football

Scottish AFL results 
and � xtures

Oban Saints’ youth 
results and � xtures
Youth Football
LAST weekend’s results: 
Renton Craigandro v Under 
13s, postponed; Dumbarton 
United 1, Under 14s 6; Kilpat-
rick 1, Under 14s 1; Under 15s 
2, Ardencaple 2; Under 16s no 
game. Dumbarton Utd 7, Under 
19s 0. 
 This weekend’s fixtures: Under 
13s v Milngavie; Under 14s v 
Dumbarton Riverside; Under 
15s v Dumbarton United, 
League Cup final; Under 16s v 
Port Glasgow Juniors.

Fun for all at tag rugby festival held at Glencruitten

Dee could 
be SRU 
president

CONNEL’S John McPhee 
concluded a frustrating sixth 
round of the FIM Moto3 Cham-
pionship at Mugello with a 23rd 
place finish.

With his Peugeot-badged Ma-
hindra bike struggling for power 
at one of the longest circuits on 
the Moto3 calendar, McPhee 
had difficulties with continuing 
gearbox problems heading out of 
corners on to the long straights.

Starting 28th, the Racing 
Steps Foundation-backed rider 
lost out when the lights went out, 
dropping to the back of a group 

OBAN Lorne RFC hosted the 
seventh annual Oban and Lorn 
Tag Rugby Shield Festival at 
Glencruitten last Thursday.
 The event, organised by rugby 
development officer Allan 
Wright in partnership with 
Oban and Lorn Active Schools 
co-ordinator Gillian Walker, 
attracted more than 200 primary 
4-7 players from Rockfield, 
Park, St Columba’s, Easdale, 
Lochnell, Dunbeg, Barcaldine 
and Dalmally Primary Schools.

With the festival split into two 
age categories at P4/5 and P6/7, 
all teams took part in at least five 
group stage matches with the 
schools competing for a place in 
the semi finals.

The quality of the rugby 
improved over the course of the 
day with some entertaining high 
scoring matches on show.

The day came to a close first 

with the P4/5 final, which was 
contested between Park ‘A’ and 
Dunbeg. The Park team ran out 
6-3 winners to claim the P4/5 
shield despite a determined 
effort from Dunbeg.

In the P6/7 final Lochnell 
took on Easdale Primary, who 
reached the final for the first 
time. Easdale impressed with a 
7-3 victory playing some of the 
best rugby of the day.

The winners and runners 
up were presented with their 
medals and shields by former 
Active Schools Co-ordinator 
Dale Kupris.

Hopefully the event will help 
convince the area’s primary 
players to join Oban Lorne’s 
growing mini rugby setup.

Despite the season coming to 
an end, training still continues 
every Wednesday evening from 
6-7pm at Glencruitten.

Easdale were the winners of the P6/7 age group.
 Photos: Kevin McGlynn

Park won the primary 4/5 age group.

Lochnell were runners-up. Dunbeg were runners-up in the primary 4/5 age group.
Siobhan Monroe, Easdale, heads for the line in the � nal of the 

primary 6/7 against Lochnell.

Scott makes his international debut . . .
Oban Saints player Scott Maitland, No 9, with the rest of the Scotland squad pose for a photograph before Monday’s match against 

Estonia in the UEFA Regions’ Cup tounament which is being held in Lithuania. Scotland had a convincing 9-0 win. Maitland came  on as 
a substitute after 58 minutes in the � rst group game against Lithuania last Saturday. Scotland were leading 1-0 but Lithuania scored a 
late equaliser to make the score 1-1. The Scots played Sweden yesterday (Wednesday) in the � nal qualifying group match. Photo: SAFA

Frustrating time for McPhee
including Stefano Valtulini 
(3570 Team Italia/Mahindra), 
Fabio Spiranelli (CIP-Unicom 
Starker/Mahindra) and Adam 
Norrodin (Drive M7 SIC Racing 
Team/Honda), all slipstreaming 
for position throughout the race.

With the rest of the pack 18 
seconds ahead, McPhee was 
battling for 22nd place, but with 
a lack of power underneath him 
he was nipped to the spot by 
Norridon. It meant McPhee was 
forced to settle for 23rd.

After the race a disappointed 
McPhee said: ‘It was a really 
difficult weekend for me and 
it’s hard to accept the speed we 
are doing at the moment. I tried 
everything, I gave 100 per cent 
to find a lap time to be competi-
tive with but it didn’t come. 

‘All in all it’s difficult for me to 
accept because two years ago I 
was fighting for the win here in 
Mugello and I was one of the 
fastest riders out there but today 
I was riding at the opposite end 
of the field.

‘I’m not happy about this and I 
know that we’ve work to do but 
I’m sure if the team continues 
working hard and we continue 
in the best way we can then we 
can prepare well for the next 
race in Barcelona on June 5.’

‘It was a really di�  cult 
weekend for me’ 

John McPhee.

THE SCOTTISH Rugby Union 
could boast its first female 
president in its 143-year history 
if Oban Lorne’s Dee Bradbury 
has her way.

The former police officer, and 
mother to Edinburgh Rugby 
flanker Magnus Bradbury, is 
one of three candidates who 
have thrown their hats into the 
ring for the vice-president’s po-
sition at the SRU’s August agm.

The ballot closes at the end of 
May so there is still technically 
time for some latecomers to join 
the party.

If successful, the vice-presi-
dent is expected to assume the 
presidential mantle uncontested 
in 2018 when Rob Flockhart’s 
two-year term will have come 
to an end, assuming Flockhart 
himself is unchallenged at Au-
gust’s meeting.

Bradbury has a fight on her 
hands with two other candidates, 
former chairman of Edinburgh 
Rugby John Davidson and 
long-serving council member 
Ian Barr, also standing. Barr 
lost out to Flockhart one year 
ago.

Dee Bradbury.
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CAOL Community Council is 
calling on Lochaber residents 
to re-think plans for a Caol link 
road.

A community council 
meeting heard there were 
numerous problems with the 
proposed plans.

A need for new ideas to be 
put on the table has been 
expressed by community 
council members who agree 
something needs to be done 
and question whether current 
plans for the link road should 
be safeguarded any longer.

Current plans for the Caol 
link road would see Inverlochy 
linked with the Blar Mhor on 
the A830 Mallaig road, helping 
to improve tra�  c � ow on the 
busy A82. 

Plans for a bypass into Caol 
have been ongoing for around 
39 years.

People will have a chance to 
have their say on the plans at a 
meeting on Monday May 30 in 
Caol Community Centre.

FEARS over the future of Rio Tinto’s 
Lochaber smelter continue to grow.

Concern mounted this week after it 
was announced a working group made 
up of representatives from Highland 
Council, Lochaber Chamber of Com-
merce and Rio Tinto is to visit an area 
where another plant shut to see what 
life is like for local people after the 
closure. 

The trip to Anglesey in Wales has 
sparked suspicion that this could be the 
first hint the Lochaber smelter will be 
closing, but the joint working group and 
Rio Tinto have denied the visit is a sign 
the plant is to close. 

Earlier this year, Rio Tinto bosses 
announced there would be a strategic 
review of the smelter’s operation. The 

company refused to comment further 
other than saying: ‘The review that we 
began earlier this year is ongoing.’

Scottish Labour MSP David Stewart 
and his Highlands and Islands Labour 
colleague Rhoda Grant have been 
concerned about the company’s review 
of the Fort William plant since they met 
Rio Tinto officials in February.

The plant employs up to 150 people, 
and the Highland Council has stressed 
its importance as a major employer in 
Lochaber. 

Linda Stewart, wife of David Stewart, 
launched a paper petition and i-petition 
as a candidate during the recent Scot-
tish Government election to Support 
Our Rio Tinto (SORT) to back the 
continuation of the plant. 

Mr Stewart told The Oban Times: ‘Ob-
viously I hope the plant will continue 
after the review but what has concerned 
me and others in the community is that 
other UK aluminium smelters have all 
closed after similar reviews.’ 

The site is the UK’s last remaining 
aluminium smelter and Mr Stewart 
said: ‘There is no doubt that if it closed 
it would be devastating for the area.’

Highland Labour councillor for Fort 
William and Ardnamurchan, Brian 
Murphy, worked at the plant for 21 
years, as did his father before him, 
and he has helped rally support in the 
community.

The SORT petition can be signed at 
www.change.org/p/rio-tinto-keep-rio-
tinto-jobs-in-lochaber.

FAMILIES in Upper Achintore are call-
ing on ‘people power’ to save their pitch.

Wendy Lev from Banff Crescent took 
to the internet after hearing the Upper 
Achintore artificial pitch may be closing. 
The mum-of-three started an online 
petition which received more than 200 
signatures overnight. 

The petition now has more than 350 
signatures. 

Councillor Thomas MacLennan, lead-
er of the Highland Council’s Lochaber 
committee, said the pitch was under 

review. He added: ‘We just don’t have 
the money to maintain all these facilities.  
It may be closed. It’s an area zoned for 
housing.  No decision has been taken yet, 
but it’s up for review.’

Ms Lev understands a meeting with 
the council is due to be arranged but 
a time or date had not been finalised 
as The Oban Times went to press.
She continued: ‘We are known as the 
outdoor capital of the world but a lot of 
families here cannot afford to take our 
kids climbing or canoeing. 

‘I felt comfortable allowing my 10-year-
old to head down there on her own. She 
could cycle down and enjoy being out in 
the fresh air with friends.  

‘The park was always open and 
it was free - that is why it is so im-
portant to the people around here.
I just hope if as many people take a stand 
maybe the council will listen and it’s not 
too late.’

To sign the petition visit www.change.
org/p/the-highland-council-keep-the-
upper-achintore-astro-open.

Growing fears over smelter future

A SUBSTANTIAL reduction 
in the amount of land available 
for housing has raised concerns 
that communities across the 
Highlands have little scope to 
grow.

Despite a housing shortage, 
the Highland Council has 
40 per cent less land for new 
houses at its disposal than 
previously allocated.

The information came to 
light at West Highland and 
Islands Local Development 
Plan  (WestPlan) information 
events. More than 25 people 
attended the Glencoe and 
Glen Etive community council 
meeting on the matter. 

Chairman Alister Sutherland 
said: ‘There is a real need for 
low-cost housing in the area 
to allow the children currently 
living here to continue living 
and working here in the future.  
The majority attended to un-
derstand how the area could be 
developed. It would seem Glen 
Coe, for one, cannot grow to 
any decent extent. Our expec-
tations will certainly have to be 
curtailed.’

Tim Stott, principal planner 
with the Highland Council, of-
fered his expertise at the events 
and explained the new housing 
allocation had stemmed from 
a report compiled by civil 
servants in Edinburgh. He also 
revealed it makes the selection 
process more complicated but 
said: ‘The three main factors 
affecting the percentage of 
land to be made available are: 
how many people on the hous-
ing waiting list are allowed to 

be allocated a new-build, the 
fact net inward migration has 
not been as large as previously 
forecast in 2010 and household 
size has not changed in line 
with previous forecasts. It does 
mean we have to be more fussy 
when deciding which areas are 
appropriate and which are not.’

Councillor Brian Murphy 
commented on the figure dur-
ing the Fort William Round 
Table meeting at Lochaber 
House, highlighting his con-
cern that on one hand govern-
ment bodies are pushing for 
more housing but on the other 
they are limiting the amount of 
land available.

Twenty five events have taken 
place in this latest stage of the 
WestPlan process. While the 
events were aimed at discuss-
ing the ‘Main Issues Report’, 
Mr Stott reminded everyone 
that any comments, complaints 
or queries have to be submitted 
to the council in writing before 
June 10 to be taken further.

He said: ‘We can’t act on any 
suggestion which has not been 
put in writing.  The suggestions 
received will be considered and 
we hope to move onto the next 
stage around the turn of the 
year.’ 

Mr Stott added: ‘The re-
sponse has been good – the 
majority of people attending 
the events have been the neigh-
bours of potential development 
sites which are marked on the 
map and that is mainly due to 
the fact the council write to 
them directly.  But there has 
been a lot of discussion about 
wider topics such as a Caol link 
road.’

Visit www.highland.gov.uk 
for more details on the plan.

Call for Caol link 
road re-think 

Squeeze on housing land 
hinders Highland growth 

Retired judge to 
stand trial   

Pitch in to save Upper Achintore play area

A RETIRED judge from Fort 
William is to stand trial 
accused of drink driving and 
possession of a knife.

Richard Twining Sidgwick, 
71, from Mileston Hill House, 
is due to face the charges on 
Monday August 15 following 
a recent appearance at Fort 
William Sheri�  Court.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Some of the many youngsters who enjoy using the arti� cial pitch.
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SPORTGlenelg playpark’s 
big cash boost

• Shinty
• Football
• Golf

• Rugby
• Rallying
• Equestrian

Phoenix boxing 
show is a big hit 
with fans at the 
Nevis Centre

REDUCED ENTRY RATE FOR ALL THIS WEEKEND £2.50
Free entry for all children • Local Food, Craft  & Plant Producers

Children’s Activities: Face Painting, Aerial Acrobatics (Sunday), Pony Rides, BBQ & Bar.
FIRST FOR SKYE – SEGWAYS (Saturday)

To book a stall – email offi ce@clandonald.com
www.clandonald.com   Tel: 014 71 844305

Spring Craft Fair
Sat 28 & Sun 29 May  10am to 5pm

30th Anniversary
Donald MacDonald 

Quaich
Piping Competition

June 3rd 2016, 7pm
Competitors

Stuart Liddell, Bruce Gandy, Angus 
MacColl, Roddy MacLeod, Iain Speirs & 

Cameron Drummond.
Judge: John Wilson

Fear an Taighe: Dr Angus Macdonald
Also singing from James Graham, 

Clarsach by Mary Strachan
Sleat Primary School and the Isle of  

Skye Pipe Band
Tickets £8 & £4 Concessions

Finger Buffet after the competition. 
offi ce@clandonald.com

www.clandonald.com  T 01471 844305
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OVERNIGHT on May 19, two 
front lights were stolen from 
an Audi car parked outside 
Slipway Autos, Corpach.

BETWEEN Friday evening 
May 13 and May 16, power 
tools were stolen from a 
building site at Riverside 
Grove, Lochyside.

A WINDOW at the new 
Lundavra Primary School in 
Fort William was smashed 
sometime between Friday 
evening May 13 and May 16. 

OVERNIGHT on May 15, two 
tyres on a silver Honda Ac-
cord car were damaged while 
the vehicle was parked on 
Kennedy Road, Fort William.

ON THE evening of May 12, a 
black Apple Iphone was stolen 
from Wetherspoons Bar on 
Fort William High Street. 

ABOUT 8am on April 24, 
a red Ford CMax car was 
damaged when a sticky 
substance was poured over 
it while it was parked at the 
roadside of the A82 near 
Ballachulish.

POLICE are carrying out 
enquiries into reports of the 
theft of clothing from a swim-
ming pool locker at the Ben 
Nevis Hotel, North Road, Fort 
William.

A GROUP of midwives plan to climb Ben 
Nevis to raise money for cancer care in the 
Highlands. 

The nurses from Raigmore Hospital’s labour 
suite in Inverness have all known someone 
in the past year affected by cancer, including 
colleagues, and that has inspired them to take 
on the challenge.

Yvonne Mckenzie, senior charge midwife, ex-
plained: ‘There are 30 of us making the climb 
in June and we’ve all been training, which has 
been a lot of fun. We know the climb will be 
tough but it’s nothing compared to what our 
friends have been and are going through. We’re 
all looking forward to it.’

Yvonne and the rest of the group will make 
their ascent on June 19 and they’re hoping for a 
favourable day that at least remains dry.

‘We’ve raised £1,000 online so far but that 
doesn’t include individual sponsorships. We re-
ally hope what we raise will make a difference 
locally. If anyone is interested in supporting us, 
donations can be made at the labour suite.’

THE FIFTH annual Wild Lochaber festival 
kicked off on Saturday with Go Wild on the Ca-
nal, a night of activities and races at the Banavie 
Basin.

Kilmallie Community Council, Lochaber Bee-
keepers Association and the Woodland Trust had 
stalls at the event, which was organised by Scot-
tish Canals and the Scottish Waterways Trust. 
Spean Bridge-based confectioner Crazy4cocoa 
had hand-made chocolate for sale. 

On the water, there were canoe and rowing 
races, the highlight of the night being the Davy 
McCook raft race held in memory of the former 
detective constable who died in a road traffic 
accident in 2014.

The Lochaber Police team won the Davy 
McCook trophy for the third year running, with 
Friends of Kilmallie Playpark winning the ladies’ 
raft race and Lochaber Sea Cadets winning the 
medals for the rowing race.

The ‘4 Hot Flushes’, team of ladies, half of whom 
were representing Scottish Canals, won the tro-
phy for best-dressed raft with their balloon-clad 
vessel. Trophies and medals were handed out by 
two of Mr McCook’s grandsons and his eldest 
daughter Becky.

John Stafford, manager of the Caledonian 
Canal’s southern section, was announcer for the 
evening and said: ‘It’s a free community night, a 
bit of fun in memory of a great guy.’

STUDENTS of the Access to Skills and Learning Programme 
at West Highland College celebrated their achievements with 
an award ceremony and dance on Friday May 20.

As this is a programme of part-time courses, they are not 
included in the official graduation ceremonies for the college.

It was for this reason the students decided they wanted to 
have a night of celebration and they set about raising the mon-
ey themselves by organising a couple of quiz nights.

The ceremony was held in Fort William Railway Club and 
Jackie Wright, a deputy Lord Lieutenant of Inverness, pre-
sented certificates to all the students.

The Lord Lieutenant, Donald Cameron of Lochiel, was not 
able to perform this duty himself as he was presenting the 
Queen with a 90th birthday present at the time.

Geoff Wright, one of three staff working with the skills and 
learning students, along with Katie MacDonald and Catriona 
Sillars, said of the event: ‘We the think it’s great and hope-
fully it will become an annual event that celebrates success 
throughout the year.’

CHILDREN ‘hindered by 
remoteness’ are a step closer 
to a stimulating future after a 
playpark received substantial 
funding.  

Glenelg and Arnisdale 
Development Trust has  been 
given £10,000 to help revamp 
its local play area.

The much-needed cash was 
donated by the Big Lottery 
Families and Communities 
fund, a campaign aimed at 
helping Scotland’s children 
get the best start.

Development trust director 
Tina Martin said: ‘Our project 
involves a group of like-mind-
ed mums with the will to 
realise our children’s needs. 
The existing - or only - play 
area in Glenelg has equipment 
that is well used and dated and 
the site is prone to flooding. 
Highland Council did come 

POLICE in Lochaber are ap-
pealing for help in tracing a 
hillwalker who has not been 
seen in more than two weeks.

Go� redo Bondanelli, above, 
was seen on CCTV at Fort Wil-
liam station on May 3 boarding 
a train to Lochailort. 

The 56-year-old German 
national was due to undertake 
a � ve-day walk between Lo-
chailort and Glen� nnan; with 
plans to return to Glen� nnan 
on May 8.

Believed to be an experi-
enced hill walker, Mr Bon-
danelli is described as being 
around 5ft 10ins in height, of 
athletic build with dark and 
grey hair and possibly with 
stubble or a light beard. 

He was wearing dark outdoor 
clothing and had a green tent 
and dark rucksack. 

Police urge anyone who 
is walking or taking part in 
outdoor pursuits in Lochaber 
and Argyll to phone 101 if they 
have seen or had contact with 
a man matching Mr Bondanel-
li’s description or if they have 
any information to assist the 
search. 

LOCHABER Police have 
issued a warning and advice 
after concerns have been 
raised over bogus traders.

Reports of a white Ford 
Transit van with a 2014 
registration plate operating 
in Ardgour, Strontian, Ard-
namurchan and Mallaig have 
been made.

The man driving the vehicle 
has been reported as offering 
to carry out work on drive-
ways and other house repairs 
but police have concerns the 
man is not registered to carry 
out such work.

Sergeant Nick Hough said: 
‘We don’t recommend dealing 
with cold-callers for any form 
of property maintenance or 
repair to your home so if you 
have any doubts, do not let 
them into your house.’

 Sergeant Hough continued: 
‘If you are aware of any sus-
picious activity taking place 
at the home of a neighbour, 
friend or family member, 
please contact police or Trad-
ing Standards immediately.’

To report any suspicious 
activity or approaches by a 
man/vehicle as described 
above contact the police via 
101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111.

MOTORISTS using the A82 
north of Ballachulish are 
being told to expect delays 
over the next two weeks as 
BEAR Scotland undertakes 
resurfacing work.

The works were scheduled 
to begin on Monday, with 
phase one - removal of the 
existing surfacing from the 
road - expected to last two 
days.

Phase two, when the new 
surface and road markings 
will be applied on the Bal-
lachulish roundabout, is to 
start on Tuesday May 31 and 
will be carried out over eight 
working days.

These works are scheduled 
to be completed by Thursday 
June 9, avoiding working the 
weekend of June 4 and 5 when 
there will be heavy traffic for 
the mountain bike world cup 
event in Fort William.

Temporary traffic lights will 
be in operation between 7am 
and 7pm on weekdays.

Eddie Ross, North West 
representative for BEAR 
Scotland, said: ‘These essen-
tial surfacing improvements 
will upgrade the existing road 
surface which is wearing out, 
improving road safety for 
motorists at the roundabout.’

Police � les

Appeal for help in 
hillwalker hunt

Group’s appeal for return of 
custom-built ferry continues

Canal fun kicks-off Wild Lochaber events

Midwives target Ben for cancer care cash
The skills and learning students received certi� cates at an evening celebrating their success.

Top class celebrations 
for college students

Drivers 
face delays 
for two 
weeks

Police 
warning 
over bogus 
traders

Children unite in support of the playpark in 2015.

down last year and put in a 
slide and metal spinner but 
really it needs an overhaul.’

The donation from Big 
Lottery Families and Com-
munities is in addition to 
£10,000 received from Awards 
for All and £2,500 given by 
The Highland Council Ward 
Discretionary Budget.  

Ms Martin, who has two 
children, says the trust has 
secured funding of £19,710 

required for the toddlers’ 
play area and will be seeking 
additional funding as part of a 
development estimated to cost 
around £100,000-£150,000, 
whilst also looking at older 
children’s play needs follow-
ing a feasibility study which 
showed overwhelming support 
for a skate park.

She continued: ‘We want to 
create an attractive, stimulat-
ing, safe playpark in the heart 

of the village which will be 
accessible to both locals and 
visitors. By having a new play-
park our children will have 
access to an area which will 
allow them the opportunity to 
develop their physical, social 
and interactive skills. We also 
intend to include some themed 
seating areas promoting The 
Glenelg Brochs.’ 

The trust was one of 83 
community groups to share 

in £511,412 from the Commu-
nities and Families Fund, a 
joint venture between the Big 
Lottery Fund and the Scottish 
Government which has fund-
ed 753 grassroots projects over 
the last four years.

Ian Blackford, SNP MSP 
for Ross, Skye and Lochaber, 
said: ‘I am delighted at this 
news, which will be a great 
boost to the community, espe-
cially for its younger members.

‘I know the trust has iden-
tified a number of projects 
which will bring benefits to 
the area and has been working 
hard over the years to make 
them happen. 

‘This has involved a lot of 
time and effort into raising 
money and it is a credit to 
their skill and determination 
they have achieved this grant 
which will provide a facility 
which will be much used by 
children. I congratulate them 
on their success,’ he added.

CALMAC secured the eight-
year contract to run west coast 
and island ferries less than a 
week ago, but questions are 
already arising as to whether 
the Mallaig-Armadale ferry 
service will be one of the 350 
improvements the company 
has promised to carry out.

The Road to the Isles Mar-
keting Group (RTTIMG) sent 
a letter to CalMac managing 
director Martin Dorchester, 
last Thursday (May 19) con-
gratulating the company, but 
asked it to review the Mallaig 
to Armadale service. 

RTTIMG chairwoman Sa-
rah Winnington-Ingram said: 

‘At this point in time we are 
not asking CalMac to spend 
money to improve the Mallaig 
to Armadale ferry service - we 
are asking them to return the 
boat which was successfully 
doing the crossing up until 
this year – a boat which was 
designed specifically for the 
tidal conditions of this cross-
ing.’  

The letter sent to CalMac 
stated: ‘If the problems with 
the ferries continue, it will 
seriously damage the tourism 
industry here as well as the 
south of Skye and our liveli-
hoods will be at risk.’

Problems with the service 
began after CalMac removed 
the MV Coruisk from the route 
and placed it on the Oban to 

Mull route. RTTIMG has said 
the number of times ferries 
have been cancelled during 
the first few weeks of the new 
timetable is approaching 100, 
whilst the number of times the 
Coruisk was cancelled during 
the same time last year could 
be counted on one hand

The letter said: ‘The Coruisk 
was designed and built specif-
ically to cope with the tidal 
conditions of this crossing. 
I am sure the Mull crossing 
could be served equally well 
by one of the other boats, so 
why take this custom-built 
boat away from its intended 
route?’

Ms Winnington-Ingram 
said: ‘The boats that have 
replaced the Coruisk cannot 

handle the conditions and 
crossings keep getting can-
celled. The small boats cannot 
carry the number of coaches 
that want to cross early in the 
morning.

‘The Coruisk has done a 
good job on this crossing for 
several years and, although I 
am sure the Mull islanders are 
very pleased it is serving them, 
we need it back here.’ 

Councillor Ben Thompson, 
Caol and Mallaig, told The 
Oban Times: ‘The key issue for 
Lochaber and Skye is to re-
turn the Coruisk to the service 
route for which she was built. 

‘The current, far inferior 
service, with frequent cancel-
lations, is unacceptable.’

Councillor Allan Hender-

son, Mallaig and Caol, said: ‘I 
have no details on any changes 
CalMac intends to make. This 
award of the contract will not 
help the current situation on 
the Mallaig to Armadale run, 
although I will be appealing 
to the new transport minister 
to have a closer look at the 
current unworkable flotilla of 
unsuitable vessels currently 
operating on the Mallaig to 
Skye run.’

A CalMac spokesman said: 
‘The company is still in a con-
tract standstill period so we are 
restricted on how much detail 
we can go into but our bid 
proposal promised 350 service 
improvements over the course 
of the contract, including 
vessel and port improvements.’

Glenelg playpark’s big cash boost 
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Woolly thinking raises charity cash

Motorists face A83 disruption

THE SIMPSON’S Memory 
Box Appeal (SiMBA) held a 
12-hour knit-a-thon in Oban 
on Saturday.

This was in aid of gathering 
as many knitted and crocheted 
items as possible to enable the 
charity to keep up with the 
growing demand for memory 
boxes, which are gifted to hos-
pitals free of charge to be given 
to bereaved parents grieving 
the loss of a baby. 

Every box contains two ted-
dies, one for the baby to take to 
their resting place and another 
for the parents to keep.

Also included are blankets, 
hats, bootees and mittens, as 
well as a little knitted angel or 
butterfly.

For smaller babies who are 
lost during gestation, they also 
include ‘nests’ that baby can 
snuggle in to enable families 
to spend time with them before 
saying goodbye.

Susan Simpson, the Highlands 
ambassador for the charity, 
said: ‘I’m over the moon at the 
volunteers who came along 
and we have decided to have a 
regular meet to swap materials, 
ideas and enjoy the social aspect 

of #Knit4SiMBA. I’m excited to 
see this take off.’

Sami Thomson, a recipient 
of a memory box, added: ‘The 
wee knitted teddies were bril-
liant. We got a pink one and 
a blue one knitted and kept a 
white one we got in the box. We 
put the blue in Rudi’s coffin 
and gave his sister the pink one 
so that we can always have our 
little reminder. 

‘And getting the hand and 
footprints meant we managed 
to have our boy’s little fingers 
and toes tattooed on us for 
life.’

Lynne Bannan, who also 
received a box, said: ‘Findlay’s 
memory box is one of our 
most treasured possessions. 
Although our arms were 
empty, having his hand and 
footprints meant part of him 
would always be with us. The 
tiny teddies are a reminder of 
how small and precious our 
baby will always be.’

Donations of knitting are still 
coming in but Ms Simpson is 
confident the charity will reach 
its target of 1,000 items.

It also held a raffle that raised 
£183 for the charity.

Brendan O’Hara, Argyll and Bute MSP, helped raise money at the knit-a-thon to provide more memory boxes for bereaved parents.

MOTORISTS in the Inveraray 
area are being warned to 
expect disruption next month.

Resurfacing improvements 
are planned for a section of the 
A83 south of the village next 
month.

The £260,000 of work by 
Transport Scotland follows the 
first phase of improvements 
completed to just under a mile 
of the route in March, meaning 
more than £500,000 has been 

invested into this section of the 
road this year.

This second phase of the 
works will improve the con-
nection between Inveraray and 
Furnace, starting at Auchna-
goul and finishing north of 
Killean. The work is scheduled 
to begin on Monday June 6 and 
is expected to last two weeks.

The improvements will be 
carried out between 7am and 
7pm Monday to Friday, with no 

weekend working planned. For 
safety, the work will be carried 
out using a 10mph convoy traf-
fic management system. Traffic 
management will be removed 
out with working hours to keep 
disruption to a minimum.

Motorists are being encour-
aged to leave extra time for 
their journeys. Information 
is available from www.traf-
ficscotland.org or on Twitter 
@trafficscotland.

A NEW commander has been 
appointed for the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service 
(SFRS) in Argyll and Bute.

Deputy assistant chief 
o�  cer Peter Heath will take 
on the role in September 
following the retirement of 
deputy assistant chief o�  cer 
Paul Connelly, who has been 
in post since January 2015.

New � re chief 
is appointed

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Call for SSE to shed light 
on giant energy project

RESIDENTS of Oban North and 
Lorn go to the polls next week 
to elect a new councillor. The 
contest for the seat on Argyll 
and Bute Council has four con-
tenders. Meet the candidates 
on page 15.

Sta�  at ferry � rm CalMac were on the crest of a wave last week after learning the company had won the eight-year contract 
ahead of rival Serco to provide services on the Clyde and to the Hebridean islands. Among those cheering the news in Oban were 

Martin Sutherland, James Stephen, Cameron MacCuish and Liam Walker. Full story plus reaction on page two.

Reasons to be cheerful for CalMac workers

Drop-in 
plan for 
hospice
OBAN Hospice is taking inspi-
ration from Maggie’s Centres for 
its planned new drop-in service.

Board members for the Oban 
charity visited the Maggie’s at 
Glasgow’s Gartnavel hospital 
and, at their AGM on Monday, 
chairman David Entwistle said 
they would like the hospice centre 
to be a similarly ‘bright, colourful, 
optimistic place offering practi-
cal, emotional and spiritual care’.

Mr Entwistle told the meeting 
that, having a net income of just 
over £9,000 this year, the hospice 
group feels it is in a good position 
to start renting a building.

However, finding a suitable 
location is a ‘stumbling block’ 
as there are practical challenges 
finding an accessible building 
that would work for the needs of 
those using the hospice.

He also explained the reason 
behind the change of plan from 
having beds to being a day 
centre is the result of a meeting 
with health service staff at which 
it was agreed the priority should 
be helping as many community 
members as possible.

The board plans to employ a 
co-ordinator to run the centre 
when a location is found and 
hopes to have volunteers help-
ing out and people coming in 
to offer therapies and support.

By-election vote 
is now imminent

COMMUNITIES have to wake 
up to Scottish and Southern 
Energy’s (SSE) gamble to turn 
north Argyll into a more profita-
ble environment for wind farms.

Finlay McFee, an auditor living 
in Kilchrenan, told a meeting of 
Avich and Kilchrenan Commu-
nity Council last week that his 
month-long dialogue with SSE 
had presented more questions 
than answers.

He said: ‘The first phase is 
to discover the plan because it 
affects everyone in Argyll.’

The energy supplier plans to 
construct a new north Argyll 
substation in ‘an area north of 
Inveraray and to the west of the 
A819 and east of Ardbrecknish, 
to enable renewable energy proj-
ects to connect to the electricity 
network’. 

SSE is also proposing to up-
grade its overhead line between 
the proposed north Argyll and 
existing Taynuilt substations 
and create a new 275kV over-
head line connecting north 
Argyll to the existing substation 
in Dalmally.

But Mr McFee wants SSE to 
reveal its bigger picture. 

He said: ‘These lines work in 
both directions. So far we’ve 
needed power in. What about 
the output? This is certainly a 
major commercial decision to 
create a market for wind farm 
generation in Argyll. This is a 
world first, uncharted territory 
for all of us – SSE included. 

‘We’re still in the consultation 
phase. We have a right to know 
what this project is about. If I 
understand the convention, it’s 

not a right to be involved in the 
decision-making – it’s a right 
to be given the facts. We want 
a public explanation of what 
they’re trying to do, what choic-
es they made, why they’re doing 
things there.’

Mr McFee hoped the facts 
could be compiled into a report 
to be distributed to Argyll com-
munity councils. 

‘This is a giant network,’ he 
said. ‘Half the community coun-
cils are affected. If we’re all kept 
in the dark, we end up making 
nimby objections and there’s a 
whole lot more to it than that. 

‘What they’ve done is slice it 
up into small, not so meaningful 
components. They’ve got an ele-
phant – and they’re only showing 
us one leg of it. We don’t want 
to be stitched up. We want to see 
the whole truth.’ 

Holding up SSE’s plan, Mr Mc-
Fee said: ‘The way this is pitched 
is ‘this is what we’ve decided, 
and we’re going to tell you about 
it.’ They’re planning to build a 
substation on the hill above you  
the size of 10 football pitches.’ 

The meeting gasped. ‘They’ve 
already decided they’re going 
for the big one, which entails 
bigger risks. The questions this 
opens are colossal.’

Community councillor Chris -
tine Metcalfe said many commu-
nities had yet to wake up to the 
project’s implications and the 
community council co-opted Mr 
McFee and gave him a mandate 
to continue his investigations.

SSE sought residents’ views 
on the substation and overhead 
lines at exhibitions in Inveraray, 
Dalmally, Taynuilt, Kilchrenan 
and Portsonochan in March and 
in a consultation in April. 

BRAND NEW MENU!

With delicious food at such a good deal - 
why go anywhere else?

The Lorne, Stevenson Street, Oban
Tel: 01631 570020

lornebaroban
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THE region’s newest and most out-
standing architecture was praised at 
Argyll and Bute Council’s Sustainable 
Design Awards at Kilmory Castle in 
Lochgilphead last Wednesday (May 
18).

The awards ceremony, the third 
following events in 2010 and 2012, aims 
to ‘recognise, promote and celebrate 
examples of exceptional design quality’ 
in new buildings completed between 
January 2012 and June 2015.

Four winners were picked from 13 
nominees by five judges employed by 
the council, including councillors Da-
vid Kinniburgh and Alex McNaughton, 
respectively chairman and vice-chair-
man of the planning committee. 

Fellow judge Angus Gilmour, head 

of planning and regulatory services, 
introduced the awards, explaining: 
‘Good design doesn’t necessarily mean 
traditional design but also contempo-
rary and energy-efficient design.’ 

The elements of winning design were 
elaborated on by guest speaker Karen 
Anderson, chairwoman of Architecture 
and Design Scotland, who designed An 
Cridhe on the Isle of Coll. She said: ‘Tra-
ditional versus contemporary – it doesn’t 
matter. It matters if it’s good and sustain-
able, and generates a love in the building. 
It’s somewhere that works, and is better, 
fitter than what was there before.’

Tiree’s House No 7, a ruined black-
house converted by Denizen Works in 
London, won the council’s New Build 
Residential Single or Small Scale 
category. A council spokesperson 
explained: ‘This development balances 
the traditional Tiree vernacular of the 

former ruin with sensitive contempo-
rary design informed by the architec-
ture of crofters’ sheds.’

The winner of the New Build Large 
Scale Residential category was Park 
Square in Campbeltown. The 32 flats 
and houses, designed by Coltart Earley 
Architecture, were also developed by 
Argyll Community Housing Associa-
tion with Argyll and Bute Council for 
the town’s Kinloch Road regeneration.

Portavadie Leisure and Spa, designed 
by architects Stewart Associates, picked 
up top prize in the New Build Non Res-
idential class. The council spokesperson 
said: ‘This is a high quality redevelop-
ment of a brownfield site,’ and ‘biomass 
heating, LED lighting and green roofs 
help create a low carbon footprint, and 
the leisure and spa use has provided pos-
itive economic and community benefit to 
the area.’

The Tayvallich Early Years Unit, de-
signed by the council’s property design 
team, was commended in the same 
category. The council said: ‘The high 
quality detailing, materials and finishes 
including Scottish larch and recycled 
stone from original buildings on site, 
along with the use of modern elements, 
successfully respect the existing, tradi-
tional school building.’

Greystones, a B&B in a baronial 
listed building in Oban, won the Re-
development or Refurbishment of an 
Existing Building award. The council 
said the ‘outstanding workmanship has 
included the restoration of original fea-
tures [and] subtle use of contemporary 
additions in its fittings and furniture. 
This high quality refurbishment has 
helped provide a long-term future for 
the building with economic and tour-
ism benefit to the town.’

Sustainable architecture builds success for designers

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

THERE are ongoing problems with 
recruiting people to the public sector in 
Oban and Argyll, a meeting heard last 
week.

The situation is especially serious in 
hiring well-qualified teachers for Oban 
High School, according to its head 
teacher.

Peter Bain highlighted the issue last 
week at a meeting of the Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles community planning group.

But there are also problems in at-
tracting staff to the police and the fire 
services, and GPs. 

Mr Bain told the meeting in the school 

that recently advertised vacancies saw 
just one applicant for a business studies 
position and three for a maths teacher. 
He compared that to a school in East 
Lothian, where a single advertised post 
attracted around 60 submissions.

However, Mr Bain suggested that the 
situation could be helped with a cam-
paign to improve the image of the area 
further afield. 

He said: ‘We strive for excellent teach-
ers so what we really need is for a group 
to work together to promote the benefits 
of Argyll and Oban as a wonderful place 
to live and work.

‘It is not good enough that we only had 
three applications for the maths teacher 
post. It is important to try to attract 

good staff so we need good relocation 
packages. We are very grateful to our 
local councillors for working with the 
school to secure an adequate number 
of teachers. If we did not have that, we 
would not be able to provide the breadth 
of education that we do.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish, Argyll 
and Bute Council, echoed Mr Bain’s 
views. He said: ‘We can all talk up the 
area. It can be hard to get people here 
but if we keep talking down the area, it 
makes it more difficult.’

Another person attending the commit-
tee suggested recruiting from south of 
the border but Mr Bain explained that all 
teachers coming to work in this country 
required to be registered with the Gener-

al Teaching Council for Scotland.
Committee chairwoman Margaret 

Adams pointed out that the same prob-
lem applied to the health service, with 
difficulties in attracting GPs to Argyll.

And, for the police, Sergeant Alan 
Long said there was a recruitment drive 
at present for both full-time officers and 
special constables.

Sergeant Long said: ‘We have people 
on secondment from other areas and, in 
the past, we have had some of them who 
wanted to stay because it’s a great place 
to live and work. We’ve got a saying here 
that in Oban even the neds wave to us.’

Sergeant Long is himself finishing a 
seven-month secondment that ends this 
week.

Oban High is struggling 
to recruit quality teachers

The design winners were Tiree’s House No7, main 
picture, and, inset, left to right, Greystones B&B,  
Park Square in Campbeltown, Portavadie Leisure 

and Spa, and Tayvallich Primary School.

Victorious pipe band 
takes top British title

Road row rumbles on

STUART Liddell led his In-
veraray and District Pipe Band 
to victory last weekend in the 
opening major competition of 
the 2016 competition season.

The band won its first-ever 
Grade 1 British title on Satur-
day. 

Field Marshal Montgomery 
took the runners-up spot and St 
Laurence O’Toole (Eire) came 
third, with ScottishPower Pipe 
Band in fourth.

Almost 4,000 pipers, drum-
mers and drum majors from 147 
bands made the trip to Paisley 
for the championships.

The Grade 1 drumming title 
also went to Inveraray and Dis-
trict, under leading drummer 
Steven McWhirter.

Inveraray and District Pipe 
Band manager Jim McMillan 
said: ‘We were very happy with 
the performance at the British 
Championships, and hopefully 

this good start can be main-
tained for the rest of the season.’

Mid Argyll Pipe Band, com-
peting in Grade 4B, reached the 
final after a qualifying round. 
In the final, the band finished 
sixth of 12 bands – with one of 
the piping judges placing it first.

In the Novice B grade, Kin-
tyre Schools came second to 
Lochgelly High School, with 
Oban High in ninth of the 14 
competing bands.

Oban High School’s Novice A 
band was placed seventh, with 
Dunoon Grammar School tenth 
in the same competition.

In the Grade 3A competition, 
Kintyre Schools came a credit-
able sixth.

Argyll had Oban and Isle of 
Islay competing in the Grade 
2 contest. The islanders came 
14th of 18 bands, while Oban 
was placed seventh in the sec-
ond-tier category.

EMERGENCY repairs have at 
last re-opened Loch Awe’s £5 
million timber haulage route.

But Avich and Kilchrenan 
Community Council has urged 
GreenPower and Forestry 
Commission Scotland to speed 
up their negotiations and fix it 
for good.

Renewable energy developer 
GreenPower constructed the 
West Loch Awe Timber Haul 
Route (WLATHR) three 
years ago, using £1 million of 
public money, to install the 
20-turbine wind farm at Carraig 
Gheal. 

As a community benefit, the 
35.75km haul route was to be 
shared by Forestry Commission 
Scotland (FCS) to extract tim-
ber, diverting heavy lorries from 
the B840 and C30 single-track 
roads through Kilchrenan, 
Annat, Inverinan, Dalavich and 
Ford. 

But angry villagers recorded 
hundreds of lorries rumbling 
past their homes each month 
from 4am to 10pm, and ‘trau-
matised’ tourists ‘risking their 
lives’ even cut holidays short.

Community councillor Chris-
tine Metcalfe began the meeting 
in Kilchrenan Village Hall on 
Tuesday May 17 by saying: ‘It 
can’t be denied visitors and resi-
dents in this area have borne the 
brunt of an unacceptable level 
of timber haul traffic.’ 

David Jardine, Forestry 
Commission Scotland’s district 
manager, agreed it was ‘unac-
ceptable’, but reassured: ‘We’ve 
been able to get traffic back 
onto the WLATHR.

‘The [haul route] quality was 
deteriorating, so the hauliers 
wanted to use the public road. 
We put in emergency repairs 
to make a [haul route] they’re 
satisfied with.’

Oban drug dealer forfeits cannabis cash
AN OBAN man was � ned £500 for possessing cannabis and for-
feited £400 found during a police search of his home.

Andrew MacMillan, 36, of 33a Kerrera Terrace, had previously 
admitted possessing cannabis on March 1. During a search of 
his home, police found 72.7 grams of herbal cannabis and drug 
dealing paraphernalia. MacMillan had £360 in his wallet and 
other cash in his home.

MacMillan told police he had such a large amount of the class 
B drug because he was ‘dealing socially’ and using it himself for 
pain relief after a back injury. The cash had been repayment of a 
loan to a friend to o� set family funeral expenses. 

His sentence had been deferred until Monday for Oban Sheri�  
Court to hear proof of the loan but MacMillan said he no longer 
contested the forfeiture. 

THEY were singing the blues in 
Inver aray last Saturday as local Con-
servatives gathered to pay tribute to 
Sir Jamie McGrigor.

Party members from all parts of 
the Argyll and Bute constituency 
converged on the Loch Fyne Hotel to 
mark the retirement of this popular 
figure from frontline politics and as a 
Highlands and Islands MSP.

Deputy chairman of the Argyll and 
Bute Scottish Conservatives Sandy 
MacPherson said: ‘This is a lunch 
in honour of Sir Jamie to thank him 
for his years of service and to mark 
his retirement. We have got the most 
tremendous respect for him and he 
has an excellent reputation across all 
the parties in the Scottish Parliament.

‘He has been an assiduous MSP and 
has developed very effective working 
relationships with groups such as the 
crofting and fishing communities, so 
he will be badly missed.’

Sir Jamie joked that he stood aside 
‘to make way for youth and beauty’. 
He added: ‘I have done 17 years and 
four parliaments, and it has been a 
great privilege and joy for me.’

Asked what he felt his most memora-
ble achievement has been, he replied: 
‘It has to be having four children with 
my wife during that time. Each was a 
memorable occasion.

‘Otherwise, I was very happy to see 
my Tartan Bill go through, creating 
a register of tartan in Scotland. I also 
remember the constituency cases – the 
ones where I managed to make a dif-

ference to individual people, from the 
Western Isles to Argyll. I think that’s 
really what an MSP is meant to do.’

He paid tribute to Emma, his wife, 
and added: ‘My family has been 
amazing. In many ways I’m amazed 
I’m still married, with all the pressures 
of balancing family and political life. I 
take my hat off to Emma.’

Jamie has six children – Daisy, nine, 
Rosie, 13, Violet, 14, Alexander, 17, 
Sarah, 27, and Sybilla, 28 – and said: 
‘I’m very proud of all of them.’

Looking ahead, he revealed that he 
has his eye on a potential new job. ‘At 
the moment I’m relaxing. I’ll certainly 
keep an eye on politics and will look 

out for interesting jobs. I’ve been 
asked to join an international board in 
Paris looking into cyber bullying.

Mr MacPherson would like to see the 
former MSP carry on in public life. He 
said: ‘We fervently hope the party will 
find an outlet to allow him to continue 
to contribute politically,  because he 
has huge experience and knowledge. 
Sir Jamie has done a great job. He’ll be 
sadly missed.’

Sir Jamie said: ‘It’s marvellous 
that we now have Donald Cameron 
of Lochiel, who got in as a list MSP 
and will be spending a lot of time in 
Argyll. I hope Lochiel will continue 
to raise the standards, so to speak.’

Party bids farewell to Jamie

Sir Jamie McGrigor receives a retirement gift from the constituency associa-
tion. Left to right are: Mary McGrigor, Jamie’s mother; his sister Kirsty; Valerie 
Cox of Kilmartin; Sandy MacPherson; Douglas Pattullo; Sir Jamie; Jamie’s wife 

Emma; daughter, Daisy; and Bill Hanbury, constituency party president. 

A SCHOOL on Mull and an educa-
tional support worker from Lochgilp-
head have beaten off stiff competition 
from across Scotland to be selected as 
finalists at this year’s Scottish Educa-
tion Awards. 

Lochdonhead Primary School on 
Mull has been selected as a finalist 
for the Learning for Sustainability 
Award.  Pupils are taught about the 
importance of sustainability and reg-
ularly participate in outdoor learning 
to enhance their understanding of the 
environment.  As a result, pupils have 
developed an awareness of global en-
vironmental issues and the important 
role they can play in sustaining the 
environment. 

And Raymond Flanagan, communi-
ty learning and development worker 
at Lochgilphead Joint Campus, 
has been named as a finalist for the 
Educational Supporter of the Year 
Award.  Working with support staff, 
Mr Flanagan has been praised for 
going above and beyond the call of 
duty to ensure young people are able 
to achieve their full potential.  

Finalists will attend an awards 
ceremony in Glasgow on June 8, when 
judges will reveal the winners of each 
category. 

To find out more, go to www.scottish 
educationawards.org.uk.

Excellence in 
education is 
recognised

Pipe Major Stuart Liddell leads Inveraray and District Pipe Band to 
British Championship success. Photo by Alister Sinclair
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Lochaber Phoenix boxers put on an excellent display at their latest show held in the Nevis Centre. Back row, left to right, Lee Bruce, 
Robert MacDonald, Ross McConnell, Dan Nixon, Ewan Easson and Kevin Aitchison.  Front row, from left, Max Derbenovs, Tyler Whyte, 

Josh Dieguno and Robbie Martin. Photograph: Alba Photos.

Tyler Whyte receives the Bryan Whyte Memorial Belt for Young 
Boxer of the Season from his mother, Dawn Gordon. The belt 

was presented to the club in memory of Tyler’s father.
Photographs: Alba Photos.

MEN: On Sunday May 15 the 
Alcan Foursomes were played 
with the following results: 
1 David Laing and Derek 
Laing net 64 (82 – 18); 2 Rusty 
Duncan and Henry MacDon-
ald   net 65 (79 – 13); 3 Stewart 
Duncan & Ian Robertson net 
69 (83 – 14).

On Sunday May 22 the 
Captain’s Prize was played with 
the following results: 1 Stewart 
Duncan  net 63 (79 – 16) BIH;  
2 David MacPherson net 63 
(69 – 6); 3 Dougie Duncan net 
66 (77 – 11).

Ladies:  On Tuesday May 
17 a Medal and Eclectic 
competition was played with 
the following results: 1 Ann 
Lovatt net 71 (97 – 26); 2 
Kathleen Leitch                  net 
72 (88 – 16); 3 Iona Cameron 
net 74 (93 – 19).

Juniors: On Sunday May 15 
the Letterfinlay Junior Masters 
was played with the following 
results: Best gross score – 
Lorne Ross        64. Net result: 
Winner: Callum Dingwall net 
64 (91 - 27);  2 Jack Matheson 
net 65 (80 – 15);  3 Ryan 
Henderson net 71 (97 – 26).

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday May 26, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.12 1.2 08.01 3.4 14.25 1.3 20.29 3.5
Fri 02.53 1.4 08.42 3.3 15.08 1.4 21.14 3.4
Sat 03.45 1.5 09.32 3.1 16.01 1.4 22.10 3.3
Sun 04.51 1.5 10.35 3.0 17.08 1.5 23.22 3.2
Mon 06.07 1.5 11.56 2.9 18.23 1.5  **.** 1.5
Tues 00.56 3.3 07.21 1.4 13.32 3.0 19.37 1.3
Wed 02.17 3.4 08.27 1.2 14.42 3.2 20.47 1.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

6
15

13

Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light north north easterly
 Temperatures 9°C to 15ºC.
Friday Cloudy
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 9°C to 15ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 9ºC to 15ºC.

RESULTS: Nevis Range 1-7 
Ballachulish; Tekkerslovakia 
5-0 FW U-17s; Mallaig v Caol 
cancelled due to no referee.
League Table:
                               P      Pts 
Tekkerslovakia     5       12
Caol Utd      4       10
Mallaig      4        9
FW 17s      5        4
Ballachulish     5        3
Nevis Range     5        3

Fixtures:
Friday May 27 –  FW 17s / 

Nevis Range v Mallaig - JB Cup 
semi final at high school.

Monday May 30 – FW 17s v 
Caol Utd in the league at the 
high school.

Wednesday June 1 – Tekker-
slovakia v- Ballachulish  in the 
league at Canal Park.

Thursday June 2 – Mallaig v 
Nevis Range in the league at 
Mallaig.

LAST Friday night at a boxing 
show in Kirkintilloch hosted 
by North Glasgow Boxing 
Club, Claymores Boxing Club’s 
youngest carded boxer made his 
winning debut. 

Morgan Lawrence, 11, of 
North Ballachulish, was in 
action against host club North 
Glasgow’s boxer Aryan Rasul, 
also making his debut.

Both young men gave a very 
polished performance in the 
ring with the Claymores boxer 
taking the first round. 

Lawrence took the middle of 
the ring and used his educated 
jab to keep his opponent on the 
outside and on the back foot.

Whenever the opportunity 
presented itself Lawrence was 
ready to take advantage and 
whip in a right hook or a right 
cross to his opponent’s head or 
body. The second round saw the 
home boxer rally for the first 

LOCHABER Phoenix Boxing 
Club held their latest home show 
at the Nevis Centre recently and 
it proved a big hit for the local 
supporters and the boxers. 

Ten local boxers featured on 
the 12-bout bill.

Top of the bill was local senior 
welterweight Adam Watson who 
was on a revenge mission against 
Elgin’s Scottish Intermediate 
Champion Charlie Lynott, who 
defeated Watson on his way to 
winning the title.

Both boxers showed in rounds 
one and two that they are 
approaching open class status 
as they tried to maneouvere the 
other into a position to land their 
heavy artillery whilst defending 
soundly. 

The camps from Elgin and 
Lochaber both knew that going 
into the last a big round in their 
boxers’ favour would be enough 
to clinch victory.  

Watson was the man who had 
the composure to do just that, 
finding a home for his signature 
backhand uppercut to shake 
Lynott to his core. 

The follow-up attack floored 
the Elgin man and though 
he made it to his feet Watson 
continued to attack with smart 
punch picking and take home 
the honours via a unanimous 
points decision and Best Boxer 
of the Night award.

 Fourteen-year-old Cameron 
Whyte put an exclamation mark 
on his superiority over everyone 
else in Scotland in his weight 
division as he convincingly 
outpointed Scotland’s number 
two Marc Johnstone from 
Forgewood. 

Whyte has now been Scottish 
champion for four years, and 

WHILE most boxing clubs 
are beginning to wind down 
for the summer break one 14- 
year-old boxer from Lochaber 
Phoenix Boxing Club is still 
going strong as his biggest 
bouts of the season are per-
haps still to come.

Scottish 2002 champion 
Cameron Whyte will partic-
ipate in a box-off against the 
2003-born champion Rhys 
Mitchell of Doon Valley 
Boxing Club next weekend 
to decide who represents 
Scotland in the GB Schoolboy 
championships in Manchester 
at the end of June.

Whyte is one of the most 
experienced boxers in his 
age group in Scotland having 
boxed for his country six times 

Phoenix boxing show is a big hit 
with fans at the Nevis Centre

while Johnstone is a tremendous 
talent, he had no answer to the 
terror from Spean Bridge in the 
opposite corner.

It was a virtuoso performance 
from Whyte.

Eighteen-year-old Lee Bruce 
engaged in a war of attrition 
with Forgewood’s Keiron Burke. 

Bruce had defeated the Moth-
erwell lad after a war last month 
and looked to be on his way 
to victory again after a strong 
opener but in the second and 
third his enthusiasm at times 
counted against him as he at 
times smothered his own work 
allowing Burke opportunities to 
land some clean counters. 

The local camp were hopeful 
of the decision but the split went 
to Burke after another cracker.

Fifteen-year-old Dan Nixon 
has not had the rub of the green 
in his most recent outings but 
showed what hard work, dedi-
cation and no shortage of talent 
can do as the performance that 
he has been threatening to 
produce came to fruition against 
Forgewood’s Shane Young. 

Young had bested Nixon last 
month but this time had no 
answer to the lightning sharp 
attacks and clever counters of 
Nixon, who showed the vast 
experience of someone who has 
been in the boxing gym for five 
years learning his trade. 

Nixon collected the Best Young 
Boxer of the Night trophy.

Both Ewan Easson and Robert 
MacDonald looked unfortunate 
not to take anything from their 
bouts against Insch’s Jimmy 
Laing and Keir Hardie’s Jack 
Moore respectively. 

Max Derbonovs, 12, partic-
ipated in a spirited exhibition 

with the bigger Stuart Fletcher 
from Linwood. 

Derbonovs leaves everything 
in the ring and is a real crowd 
pleaser and once he works on 
his defence will prove a real 
handful.

Scottish Champion Tyler 
Whyte showed great perfor-
mance in his exhibition against 
Forgewood’s Kane Young. 

Robbie Martin, 10, won his 
debut contest against Garnock 
Valley’s James Boyd. Martin 
boxed smartly and was well 
worth his win which will hope-
fully springboard him on to 
bigger things.

Lochaber’s youngest ever 
boxer took centre stage for the 
opening bout of the vending 
when nine-year-old Josh Degu-
no competed in a skills contest 
with Forgewood’s Troy Young. 

and reached the quarter finals 
of the European champion-
ships last year. On top of that 
he also won the Best Northern 
District Schoolboy Award for 
the season.

Training approximately 12 
hours per week, everything will 
be geared not towards the box-
off but towards peaking at the 
GB finals themselves.

Club coach Charlie Anderson 
explained: ‘There’s no point in 
peaking three or four weeks 
before the actual event so you 
can’t reach those levels again. 
We’ll aim for a mini peak next 
weekend and if things go well 
drive forward for the end of 
June.’

Whyte will enjoy good 
quality technical sparring for 

his final preparations before 
the weekend with club team 
mates Ewan Easson, Robert 
MacDonald and Dan Nixon, 
who all box open class in their 
respective weight divisions.

Cameron still in the thick of it all

Alcan Foursomes 
played at Fort 
William Golf Club

Tekkers take over 
top spot

 Kilmallie’s Duncan Rogers and Alan Clark from Ballachulish in 
action during the National Division match held at the Jubilee last 
Saturday. See shinty pages for more. Photographs: Alba Photos

time, trying to push Lawrence 
back, but to no avail as Law-
rence used his head, didn’t panic 
and boxed his way out of trouble.

The third round was the decid-
er with both lads knowing they 
had to take it to secure the win. 
Lawrence came out fast and 
because of his excellent fitness 
managed to keep the pace up.

When the 10-second warning 
banged he threw a beautiful 
right hook that sent his oppo-
nent reeling into the ropes.

At the bell Lawrence won the 
bout on a split decision; both lads 
put in a fantastic perormance. 

Head coach Martin Glenesk 
said: ‘I can’t say enough about 
this young man. He is a pleasure 
to train. He is always ready to 
listen and try out new things; a 
total credit to his parents.’

Boxing

Morgan makes a winning debut

Morgan Lawrence.

Cameron Whyte.




