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TIMESLINE

IN A bid to cut the number of teachers 
in Argyll and Bute by the back door, 
one suggestion under discussion is 
to increase the number of composite 
classes in the area’s schools.

At the moment, Argyll and Bute has 
the fourth lowest number of pupils 
per teacher in Scotland but there is 
frustration among councillors that 
teachers are beyond the reach of their 
budget cuts.

Oban councillor Roddy McCuish 
said at the town’s community council 
meeting on Monday night that teachers 

PHOTOGRAPHERS Dennis 
and Tony Hardley went up in 
the air to get the best shots of 
the Queen Mary II, a vessel 
the size of four Mossfield 
football stadiums.

Dennis Hardley Photography 
chartered an aircraft from 
Border Air (Fly seeking 
Scotland) based at Oban 
Airport and waited to get 
ahead of the weather. 

Dennis said: ‘The forecast 
was worse than predicted but 
we decided to go-ahead, which 
was a gamble. 

‘This unpredictability of the 
weather continued up to the 
point of departure which was 
around 4.20pm.  

‘Thanks to the co-operation 
of Adam England, my pilot 
for the flight, we decided to 
postpone until around 6pm.

‘Finally Tony and Adam 
managed to make this all 
come together at around 
6.15pm after making a number 
of low and high level passes of 
Cunard’s 150,000 ton liner.’ 

Photo: Tony Hardley at 
Dennis Hardley Photography.

Solar light stolen 
from grave side
CRUEL thieves have stolen a 
light from an Oban graveside.

The black solar light shone by 
the graveside until it was taken 
from Pennyfuir cemetery on 
May 14. It is the second time a 
solar light has been taken from 
the graveyard in three months.

Inspector Mark Stephen from 
Oban said: ‘Police are looking 
for information regarding the 
theft of a black solar light which 
occurred sometime between 
11am and 5pm on May 14 from 
Pennyfuir Cemetery. Anyone 
with information should 
contact Police Scotland by 
calling 101 asking for Oban 
police offi  ce.’

OBAN’S provincial mòd 
is gearing up to be one 
of the biggest and best in 
years.

The organising com-
mittee is delighted at the 
way the two-day Gaelic 
speaking, music and 
singing event, on Friday 
June 5 and Saturday June 
6, is shaping up in the lead 
up to the Royal National 
Mòd which is coming to 
the town in October.

One of the organisers, 
Moira Dunlop, said: ‘We 
have a good number of en-
tries and many schools and 
groups who have not taken 
part for a long time, are 
taking part. We are hoping 

plenty of people will come 
to see what is happening.
We have had 700 separate 
entries for competitions; 
in eight separate venues 
around the town. We have 
10 Gaelic adjudicators, six 
music judges and an art 
competition judge.’ Moira 
said the group was launch-
ing a competition for 
people to write a tune for 
the Royal National Mòd in 
October. The prize will be 
a recording of the music 
by Finlay Wells at Nutshell 
Music in Oban. 

Programmes for the 
event can be picked up at 
the Furan Gaelic centre in 
the Corran Halls. 

IN MEMORY: Ishbel Banks shows off  a silver salver to be given in 
memory of her husband Robin Banks who died last year. Robin and 
Ishbel are veritable legends in Gaeldom with their constant support 

for both provincial and Royal National Mòds. The salver will be 
presented to the adult choir with the most over-all points. 16_t22ishbel2

Latest estimate 
on gold reserves
A GOLD mining company has 
revealed its latest estimates for 
the amount mineable  precious 
metals at its site in Tyndrum.

Scotgold Resources said the 
total ore reserve at Cononish 
was 198,000 ounces of gold 
and 851,000 ounces of silver - 
giving the mine a life of eight 
years. 

The company is undertaking 
a study to estimate costs, as 
well as looking for fi nanciers, 
to start production. In 2008 
reserves were estimated at 
154,000 ounces of gold and 
589,000 ounces of silver.

Council is under 
offi  cial scrutiny
WATCHDOG Audit Scotland 
has announced it is 
‘considering the progress’ 
in Argyll and Bute council 
after a critical report on the 
authority in 2014.

Issuing a public notice on 
Monday, Audit Scotland said 
it was reviewing whether 
the relationships between 
members and offi  cers were 
able to deliver eff ective local 
government.

Bird’s eye 
view of 
royalty

Bigger classes being considered 
to cut number of teaching posts
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

IMPRESSIVE: the Queen Mary II dwarfs Caledonian MacBrayne’s MV Isle of Mull during the Cunard liner’s visit to the town last week. See page 11 for report and more photos.

Oban gears up for ‘biggest and best’ provincial mod

should face the same cuts as other staff 
members in Argyll’s schools.

Argyll and Bute council is looking to 
slice £38 million from its budgets over 
the next three years.

Councillor McCuish told community 
councillors that cuts would see the 
number of classroom assistants in 
schools slashed by one in five and 
more than 20 per cent taken from 
school budgets for providing books and 
equipment.

In answer to a question by Oban 
community council chairwoman Marri 
Malloy about staffing cuts in schools, 
he said teachers were a ‘protected 
species’. He argued: ‘We are slashing 

other budgets to protect teachers 
because they have union agreements in 
place. How many pay-offs will we have 
to take elsewhere to protect teacher 
numbers? Everyone should take a share 
of the burden.’

Councillor Iain MacLean said: ‘The 
Scottish government has given out the 
premise that no authority may reduce 
the number of teachers. We were at a 
meeting on Monday and we were told 
there would be no reductions. But we 
were told that in specific schools there 
would be movement. So that might 
mean teachers being moved between 
schools. There is to be no cuts to 
teaching posts in Argyll.’

The latest statistics available from the 
Scottish government, from 2014, show 
there are 878 teachers in Argyll and 
Bute with a pupil-teacher ratio of one 
teacher to every 12.2 children. 

Introducing more composite classes 
up to the maximum allowed by the 
Scottish government would increase 
the number of pupils per teacher and 
allow a reduction in the number of 
teachers. 

This would mean primary one classes 
of up to 25 pupils, primary two and 
three classes of up to 30 pupils and an 
increased number of mixed age group 
classes - all dependent on the size of 
classrooms available. In high schools 

the only limit is a maximum class size 
of 20 in first year English and maths.

Reducing subject options on offer 
at high schools could also be used to 
decrease teacher numbers.

Former Scottish education minister 
Michael Russell, Argyll and Bute’s 
MSP, has condemned the possibilities 
being looked at by the council.

He said: ‘Argyll and Bute council is 
taking the wrong route to decide on 
savings. They should take a look at 
their headquarter costs and their many 
inefficiencies before thinking of cutting 
classroom education and teacher 
numbers particularly as there are still 
teacher shortages in some schools.’

Visitors enjoy 
whale of a time at 
festival of the sea



2 NEWS Thursday 28 May, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

MULL lines
with Louise Glen

VISITORS and residents in Bunessan can now rest when they 
visit the village’s war memorial.

Bunessan primary pupils saw, on Friday May 15, the culmination 
of an 18-month project by upper school classes to restore their 
war memorial.

Teacher Lynda MacCallum said: ‘A beautiful new bench was 
dedicated in a service organised by the children and attended by 
the whole school and members of the community. 

‘It was a bleak, wet afternoon but the wind and rain were barely 
noticed as the children concentrated on reading all of the names 
of the fallen and a poem they had written.  

‘Neil MacCallum’s piping added gravitas to the occasion and 
provided the right atmosphere. Thank you to him. Bunessan 
war memorial has been given a new lease of life and, perhaps 
more importantly, a generation of children have an increased 
understanding of its importance. Please visit and rest on the 
bench.’

CHRISTIAN Aid supporters from all over Mull, Iona and the 
mainland climbed Ben More on Saturday May 9. 

The climbing party included two Church of Scotland ministers. 
One reported that: ‘It was a perfect day and you could see as far 

as the eye could see - the Paps of Jura, the Cuillins on Skye and 
even to Barra and beyond. It was so fitting as Christian Aid has 
far seeing campaigns to end the mountains of worldwide debt, 
poverty and injustice.’

To celebrate its 70th year, Christian Aid has a campaign this 
year called ‘70 years of moving mountains’. 

Ben More was one of 70 munros to be climbed and was chosen 
to start Christian Aid week. Most of the sponsorship of more 
than £3,200 was raised on the islands and will go directly to 
Christian Aid’s Nepal earthquake appeal.

SCALING THE HEIGHTS: A Climb for Christian Aid saw Muileachs 
take the Ben More challenge 

REST AND REMEMBER: caring pupils from Bunessan primary 
school organised a service which saw a bench given in memory 

of those who have died serving their country 

Islanders scale Ben More 
for Christian Aid funds

Bench gives lease of life 
to village war memorial 

THE ULVA Ferry Project has launched a bus service from 
Calgary to Salen. 

The service, which started last week, has to be booked the day 
before and offers an assisted service to collect people from their 
door if they have mobility problems. 

The bus is equipped with a hydraulic wheelchair lift, which has 
already been used by several residents in Ulva Ferry who would 
otherwise not have been able to go out for social events.

For more details, see the Ulva Ferry community bus page on 
Facebook.

AFTER an appeal for support, the Scottish Ambulance Service 
(SAS) has enough volunteers for community first responder 
networks in Dervaig, Bunessan and on Iona.

Volunteers are still needed to allow a group to be set up in 
Tobermory. 

The SAS will be providing all the equipment needed for the 
four networks.

For more details on volunteering contact Moray Finch 01680 
812905 or mfinch@mict.co.uk.

All aboard new bus service

Great response to appeal

TIMESLINE

AN OBAN-based land reformist 
has countered claims made by 
a Jura estate owner that the 
Scottish government plans a 
‘Mugabe-style’ land grab across 
the country. 

Viscount William Astor, a 
member of the House of Lords, 
owns Tarbert Estate on Jura, 
having inherited it after his 
grandparents purchased it in the 
early 1900s.

Lord Astor, who is Prime 
Minister David Cameron’s wife’s 
step-father, made the claims 
in an article for the Spectator 
magazine.

He said: ‘Are we estate owners 
now to be nationalised or made 
to feel so unwelcome that we 
have to sell up in a Mugabe-style 
land grab? It would be a pity, but 
we are accused of owning too 
much.’

The proposals to improve 
existing community rights to 
buy, introduced to the Scottish 
Parliament by the Community 
Empowerment Bill, will, if 
passed, allow urban communities 
to exercise a right to buy and 
will introduce a new community 
right to buy for neglected or 
abandoned land.

Argyll location for 
comedy thriller

STAG, a dark comedy thriller 
commissioned by BBC Two 
about a truly horrifi c stag 
weekend, started fi lming on 
Monday on location in Argyll.

In the three-part series, a 
meek school teacher joins 
his future brother-in-law and 
several obnoxious friends on a 
deer-stalking expedition in the 
Scottish Highlands. 

As the hunting party realises 
they themselves are the prey, 
sordid secrets begin to emerge 
and old friendships are tested 
to the limit in a ruthless battle 
for survival.

Stag is  created and written 
by BAFTA and Golden Globe 
nominee Jim Field Smith and 
George Kay and produced and 
directed by Jim Field Smith. 

FERRY operator, Caledonian MacBrayne 
is giving the UK’s most promising young 
filmmakers a chance to showcase their 
work to a worldwide audience.

CalMac Culture Screen is the latest addi-
tion to the growing CalMac Culture family 
of competitions and is open to 18-30-year-
old, UK-based amateur filmmakers. 

Budding directors are being asked to 
create a 30-second film about what they 
are most passionate about to demon-
strate their film-making skills. This is to be 
accompanied by a written pitch explaining 
why they think young people would want 
to spend time in the Western Isles and will 
form the story line for a short promotional 

film the winner will help to produce. 
The winning entry will also get the 

chance to join production company 29Stu-
dios/29Steps on a promotional film shoot 
on a Hebridean island over the summer. 
This will be shown as part of a CalMac 
marketing campaign. 

‘This is a fantastic opportunity for a 
young film maker to get real hands on ex-
perience of a live shoot and get a credited 
piece of work in their portfolio that will be 
shown to a world wide audience,’ said Cal-
Mac’s commercial director, Cathy Craig.

Entries for the competition, closing date 
June 10, will be judged by CalMac, 29Stu-
dios and a leading film industry figure.

A LOCAL foods tent on Tiree 
for the island’s annual music 
festival will see a top celebrity 
chef’s menu using island and 
Argyll sourced foods.

While Hugh Fernley-
Whittingstall, who has a holiday 
home on the island, may not be 
able to attend in person at Tiree 
Music Festival in July, islanders 
are delighted with the support he 
has given their venture.

Stewart MacLennan, founding 
director of Tiree Music Festival 
(TMF): ‘We received a grant 
from Argyll and Bute’s third 
sector funding,

‘It has helped with the logistical 
costs for bringing Argyll 
foods, for example Loch Fyne 
Oysters, and also to support 
the local efforts to deliver Tiree 
produce at the festival, through 
Beachcomber, a Tiree business.  

‘Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall 
generously agreed to help us 
promote the festival - entirely out 
of his own goodwill and desire to 
help. 

‘It is the Year of Food and 
Drink Scotland and by approving 
part of the funding application, 
Argyll and Bute council has 
recognised the importance of 
bringing a local flavour to the 
festival, in turn supporting 

A MODERN sculpture on Iona 
has been likened to ‘Rylock 
[sheep’s fencing] that has been 
squashed and trampled’. 

The artwork esd gifted to Iona 
Abbey by culture minister Fiona 
Hyslop at the cost of £4,500.

Islanders, some of who believe 
the sculpture is a waste of money, 
said: ‘It looks like Rylock that 
has been squashed and trampled 
and it now looks vaguely like a 
ghost with one hand up.’

Historic Scotland said: ‘We’ve 
had very positive feedback to the 
sculpture to date, however as if 
often the case with modern art it 
can be quite subjective and stim-
ulates debate and we are always 
keen to hear the views of visitors 
and locals alike.’ 

TWENTY head teacher vacancies in the 
Highlands are being covered by temporary 
arrangements, a council meeting has 
revealed. 

A Highland council spokeswoman 
said the shortages and difficulties with 
recruitment were not unique to the area 
and widespread across Scotland but the 
local authority’s director of care and 
learning said ‘very far reaching solutions’ 
need to be looked at. 

Ideas, including incentives to relocate 
to the Highlands, mentoring current 
teachers for future promotion and 
reviewing the current recruitment 
process, were discussed at the council’s 

education, children and adult services 
committee meeting last Thursday and a 
detailed report will be available at a future 
committee meeting. 

Bill Alexander, Highland council’s 
director of care and learning, said: ‘This 
is the start of the conversation, and we are 
going to need to look at very far reaching 
solutions. 

‘I am enormously reassured by the 
wonderful people that we have managing 
our schools, who do it because they love 
the job. We need to ensure that we can 
support them more effectively, and that 
we support the next generation to become 
head teachers.’

Food cash serves 
up three events 
THREE events taking place this 
summer in Argyll and the isles 
are to benefi t from funding 
granted through the second 
round of Year of Food and 
Drink Scotland 2015 funding.

Tarbert Seafood Festival, 
ButeFest and Best of the West 
have benefi ted from a share of 
£9,000. 

A total of £272,825 has now 
been dedicated throughout 
Scotland to events funded as 
part of the Year of Food and 
Drink.

Charms of Argyll 
are ‘plane’ to see
A NEW VisitScotland poster 
campaign unveiled at 
Edinburgh airport features 
the Appin landmark Castle 
Stalker.

The posters include 18 two-
metre high images of iconic 
locations in Scotland and 
feature strap lines aligned 
with airport activity.

The giant posters are 
designed to inspire 
and capture travellers’ 
imaginations and have been 
installed throughout the 
tunnel between the gates 
and the aircraft entrance 
and on some gates on the 
connecting air bridge. 

LOCAL PRODUCE: Dougie MacLean at last year’s Tiree Music 
Festival

food producers, crofters and 
fishermen in the region.’ Sian 
Milne, of the Beachcomber on 
Tiree, said: ‘As a small business 
owner on Tiree, I am delighted 
to be serving up fine Tiree 
produce to festival goers at this 
year’s TMF, and sharing a food 
tent with Argyll Foods.  

‘With his passion for local 
produce, and for Tiree, 
Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall 
introduced me to his River 
Cottage star graduate chef Sam 
Lomas, and together with Hugh 
we are planning a tasty menu 
around what is available on the 
island, and in season.   

‘Our pop-up shop, which, 
with Hugh’s blessing, will be 
called River Cottage at the 
Beachcomber, will bring festival 
goers the very best produce from 
our own Tiree fisherman and 
crofters.  

‘Hugh has been very generous 
with his time and knowledge 
and I am hugely grateful for 
his support. Sadly his summer 
filming commitments mean he 
won’t be able to join us at TMF 
this year.’

Mr Fernley-Whittingstall has 
given his time and ideas freely to 
islanders to help them create a 
sustainable menu.

ST COLUMBA: sculpture depicts 
the saint in wire.

River Cottage at Tiree fest

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

Lord Astor said the worry for 
‘families like us’ was that they 
would be regarded as foreigners 
in their own country and that it 
would not be for the benefit of 
the local community but would 
hand power straight to Holyrood.

He maintained that the 
landowners on Jura had ‘played 
our part in the community’, 

investing in the island’s future 
with the likes of an 18-hole 
golf course, a large-scale hydro 
electric turbine and plans for a 
new distillery.

However, Oban man Lorne 
MacLeod, who last week became 
chairman of Community Land 
Scotland, said the plans in place 
by the Scottish Government, 

were not as ‘radical’ as some 
envisioned. A member of Oban 
community council, Mr MacLeod 
was a founding member of 
Community Land Scotland, and 
has had an extensive involvement 
in community land ownership 
stretching back to the 1990s.

He was most recently a board 
member of the 93,000-acre, 
community-owned estate, Stòras 
Uibhist, covering Eriskay, South 
Uist and Benbecula in the 
Western Isles.

He said: ‘The opportunities that 
are created for land reform are 
all about helping communities 
plan how to use land that may 
become available. 

‘Nobody is talking about any 
large scale ‘land grab’ in any 
sense and the ins-and-outs of 
community land ownership 
really are not as radical as some 
people seem to think.

‘The energy and enthusiasm 
that is released by communities 
when these empowerment acts 
are passed is incredible, and 
we would always encourage any 
community to use land reform 
laws to their advantage. We 
would, however, only encourage 
community land ownership 
and where we were happy and 
confident there was a sound 
business plan in place.’ 

Lorne MacLeod, who has said 
that there is no ‘large scale 

land-grab’ planned in Scotland.

Reform will not lead 
to vast ‘land grab’

Iona ponders new sculpture

Viscount William Astor, who 
says landowners on Jura play 
their part in the community.

Inveraray’s pipe band to defend  championship title

CalMac in the frame   

Teacher spaces tackled

LANDOWNER SAYS FAMILIES WILL BE FOREIGNERS IN OWN COUNTRY

Katie Morag back 
on screens soon
FILMING of a new series of 
the popular fi ctional charac-
ter Katie Morag got under-
way on Lewis this week with 
islander Cherry Campbell 
taking the leading role. 

Katie Morag is the dimin-
utive but gutsy heroine in 
a hugely popular series of 
illustrated books for young 
children by Mairi Hedder-
wick, a talented author and 
water colourist who lives on 
Coll in the Inner Hebrides. 

Bridge of Orchy 
fi nds funding
FINDING Funding workshops 
are being delivered by the 
Scottish Council for Voluntary 
Organisations (SCVO) this 
weekend in Bridge of Orchy. 

They will be at the village hall 
between 11am and 3.30pm.

INVERARAY and District 
Pipe Band will defend its Grade 
1 European championship title 
at Piping at Forres.

The band will join 105 other 

bands, including Mid Argyll, 
Oban and Oban high school,  on 
June 27 at Grant Park in Forres.

Band manager Jim McMillan 
said: ‘It was a very special day 

for the band to win its first ever 
Grade 1 prize at Grant Park - a 
venue now close to our hearts.

‘We have travelled all over 
Britain to pipe band competi-

tions and the Forres event is one 
of the best organised of them all. 

‘The venue itself, facilities and 
organisation is all of the highest 
standard.’

Catering, Hospitality
and Tourism

c  01631 559 500

From entry to advanced levels
Courses starting September 2015 

Apply Now

your local college

www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk/tellmemore
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Join us for Dinner 
Either a la Carte or 5 course Prix Fixe

Overlooking the harbour 

www.manorhouseoban.com

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant

A COURAGEOUS Lismore 
woman, born with malformed 
limbs due to Thalidomide 
medication, is taking her fight - 
and that of 468 other UK victims 
- for medical compensation to 
the European parliament.

Children born in the 1950s 
and ’60s, now all in their 50s 
believe they should be ‘morally’ 
compensated by the German 
authorities, which licensed 
the drug, to meet the cost of 
adaptation to homes and vehicles, 
and to pay for the rising costs of 
care and making life easier.

Liz Buckle, 55, was born with 
various health concerns and 
was not meant to live beyond 
her teenage years, yesterday 
(Wednesday) she took her 
fight to Brussels to win the 
compensation she believes she 
and others rightly deserve. 

Her mother had taken 
thalidomide, a tablet given to 
pregnant women in the 1950s and 
’60s to treat morning sickness 
and tiredness.

Liz grew up conscious of the 
fact she was different, and 
suffered at the hands of bullies 
who told her that she ‘should 
have been killed at birth’. 

Sufferers were given a small 

WITH entries for Am Mòd 
Nàiseanta Rìoghail 2015 coming 
in thick and fast, Mod organisers 
An Comunn Gàidhealach are 
busy preparing for this year’s 
event, to be held in Oban for the 
16th time in its history. 

Although many entries have 
already been received and 
processed, An Comunn Gàid-
healach expects a considerable 
influx before the closing date 
of June 1 and it is stressing the 
importance of complete entries 
being received on time. 

Janet MacDonald, Royal Na-
tional Mod director, reiterated 
this view as well by announcing 
a change to the scheduling of 
the prestigious Gold Medal final 
competition. ‘This Gold Medal 

A SECOND amenity warden is 
to be employed in Oban to help 
tackle the town’s dog fouling 
problem. 

Argyll and Bute council is also 
sending in amenity wardens 
from other areas to combat 
the issue and impose fines on 
offenders.

These were two of the actions 
agreed at a meeting last Thurs-
day between members of the 
group ‘Oban community action 
on dog fouling’ and officials 

from amenity services at the 
council’s municipal buildings.

Oban-based councillors Rod-
dy McCuish and Elaine Robert-
son were also in attendance. 

After lengthy discussions 
about the issues with members 
Kenny Mclennan, Julie McKen-
zie and Mairi Bryce, an action 
plan was agreed.

A new public bin is to be sited 
at the Corran Brae entrance to 
‘The Witches’ - highlighted as 
one of the worst for incidents of 

dog fouling in the town.
Forty new anti-dog-fouling 

signs, provided by the authroity, 
will be displayed around Oban 
in places to be agreed by the 
group, as well as each of the 
existing public bins in the area 
having a sign attached to them 
by the council, stating that they 
are suitable for the disposal of 
bagged dog waste.

There will be a targeted exer-
cise on dog fouling in the Oban 
area, with Argyll and Bute 

council to liaise with Police 
Scotland in order to facilitate 
joint patrols of the Oban area, 
and look into the possibility of 
bringing high visibility anti-dog 
fouling banners to Oban.

Councillor McCuish said: ‘I 
support the group 100 per cent.

‘And I think only by working 
with them can we solve this 
problem. I would urge any other 
groups in the area who have 
similar problems with other 
things to come forward.’

A CAR scheme is on the 
lookout for volunteer drivers 
to take people in need of a lift 
out for the day.

North Argyll Volunteer 
Car Scheme (NAVCS) is a 
registered Scottish charity 
providing a community 
service for residents who do 
not have use of a car and who 
find it difficult to use public 
transport because of health or 
other problems. 

NAVCS co-ordinator Car-
oline Gillanders said: ‘The 
team of volunteer drivers 
transport passengers to hos-
pital, GP, optician and dentist 
appointments as well as shops, 
hairdressers and other areas.

‘It operates in the rural re-
gions of north Argyll, namely 
those covering the community 
council areas of Glenorchy 
and Innishail, Taynuilt, 
Kilchrenan and Dalavich, 
Kilninver and Kilmelford, Seil 
and Luing. 

‘The scheme relies on volun-
teer drivers who use their own 
cars but receive mileage and 
any out-of-pocket expenses. 

‘Volunteer drivers are always 
required and particularly at 
present in the Dalmally and 
Loch Awe area. 

‘Volunteers are not required 
to make any commitments 
about their availability. Some 
only do one or two journeys a 
year, others one or two a week.

‘This is a valuable service 
which allows people to get out 
and about and remain part of 
their community and if you 
are interested in registering to 
use the scheme or becoming a 
volunteer driver please contact 
me on 01852 200760 or caro-
linenavcs@gmail.com.’

The charity is having a stall 
at the Taynuilt Games on July 
18.

POLICE Scotland are looking 
for information regarding an 
incident on the A85 involving 
a cyclist and driver of a Land 
Rover-type vehicle, near to 
Pennyfuir cemetry. 

The incident happened at 
6.30am on May 19. 

Inspector Mark Stephen 
said: ‘Anybody who may have 
information regarding the 
incident please call 101 ask-
ing for Oban Police Offi  ce.’

THE SCOTTISH Wildlife Trust 
(SWT) group will be holding its 
annual summer fair at Dunollie 
House on Saturday, June 13 
between 10 am and 4 pm. 

The group found its new 
home after more than 30 years 
in the gardens of Achnacloich, 
near Connel, hosted by Jane 
Nelson, who died a few years 
ago.

Organisers said they had 
struggled to fi nd a suitable 
alternative venue, so the new 
venue at Dunollie will be a fresh 
start for the one-day festival. 

An SWT spokeswoman said: 
‘We have always known how 
much MacDougall clan chief, 
Madame Morag MacDou-
gall-Morley, supports wildlife 
and fauna and we are delighted 
to be able to work in conjunc-
tion with Dunollie in holding 
this event.  

‘Visitors will be able to sup-
port the local wildlife group, as 
well as Dunollie.’

An all-in-one ticket will allow 
access to the many stalls and 
to Dunollie house, museum, 
castle and grounds.

A MID ARGYLL carpenter has 
been convicted at the High Court 
in Paisley of raping and sexually 
abusing a young girl between the 
ages of seven and 12 and sexually 
assaulting another seven-year-old 
girl.

Peter Carter, 49, faces a jail 
sentence after he was found guilty 
by a majority verdict last week of 
the offences which took place at 
his home near Lochgilphead over 
six-and-a-half years.

The court heard evidence from 
the two girls, who testified via video 
link between Oban Sheriff Court 
and the High Court.

Carter had denied that the rape 
and assaults, between February 
2005 and November 2010, October 
2006 and October 2008 and in 
August 2011, had taken place at all.

The older girl, now 15, told the 
court that, when police interviewed 
her about Carter’s abuse, she was 
unable to say what had happened 
to her out loud. She told the eight 
men and seven women of the jury 
that she scribbled details of the sex 
assaults on a piece of paper.

She explained: ‘It was easier for 
me to write them down than say 
them. I was finding it very hard to 
get the words out.’

Carter denied he’d assaulted the 
girls, telling the jury that he had 

PEOPLE are being asked by 
Forestry Commission Scot-
land to help combat a tree 
disease hitting larch in west 
Argyll and Lochaber.

The fungus-like disease 
aff ects more than 150 species 
of tree but is particularly 
destructive to larch.

It can kill larch quickly and 
the only way of tackling it is 
to stop it spreading from one 
forest to another via mud 
on boots, tyres and pets, by 
making sure these are clean 
before entering woodland.

Anyone spotting any un-
healthy looking larches, with 
numerous resinous ‘cankers’ 
leading to die-back,  should 
report them via the tree alert 
on the forestry commission’s 
website.

PLANS for the refurbishment 
of a historic Argyll building will 
be discussed at an open day in 
Kintyre in June.

The Campbeltown Picture 
House, the oldest purpose-built 
cinema in Scotland, is to be 
transformed into a cultural hub.

Design drawings will be on 
display, along with sample ma-
terial from the picture house’s 
archive, at the open day, on 
Monday, June 8, in the Red 
Cross hall, Kirk Street, Campbel-
town, from 11am to 6pm.

MOTHERS-to-be from the 
islands can now spend up 
to a fortnight in a specially 
prepared flat in Oban’s Lorn 
and Islands hospital grounds 
before giving birth.

The accommodation comes 
after many years of campaign-
ing by councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon, supported by many 
islanders who have had to fork 
out hundreds of pounds to rent 
a room in a hotel prior to being 
admitted to hospital.

Last week Councillor Devon  
was delighted to announce 
that the first mum had already 
made full use of the facility.

The long standing advocate 
for the rights of children and 
families said: ‘Finding the 
money to live off the island pri-
or to giving birth was putting 
undue pressure on families.

‘So much so that people who 
wanted a hospital birth would 
wait until the last possible 
moment and then be in an 
emergency situation.

‘On Mull and Iona, as well 
as Tiree, Coll and Colonsay, 
mums-to-be often want to be 
nearer a hospital in the two 
weeks before their due date. 

‘Mums have found it difficult 
to get somewhere to stay and 
be away from partners while 
waiting to give birth. 

‘The flat allows women secu-
rity in the days before birth.’

TIMESLINE

CAMPAIGNER: Liz Buckle will be making a case for compensa-
tion for victims of Thalidomide at the European parliament. 

16_t22liz1

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

amount of compensation in the 
1970s to help parents with care 
until children were adults. 

Liz said this money had run out 
by the time she was a teenager, 
and ‘by that time we were all 
expected to have died’.

She receives an annual 
compensation payment through 
the Thalidomide Trust. But Liz 
says that, for the adaptations 
required to make life liveable, 
people would need to ‘save up for 
years.’

Liz explained: ‘By the time 
Thalidomide was withdrawn 
from the market by its producers, 
Chemie Grünenthal, it is 
conservatively estimated it had 
killed 100,000 children through 
miscarriage, stillbirth and 
infanticide and maimed at least 
20,000 more. 

‘In the European parliament 
our Scottish MEPs, as well as the 
many other MEPs from UK and 
other countries are interested in 
or support our campaign.

‘Many people have helped us 
to make sure our case is heard. I 
understand that Prime Minister 
David Cameron has even raised 
it personally with German 
chancellor Angela Merkell. 

‘Our needs and our case are 
now being openly acknowledged 
with strong support from 100s 
of MEPs and the leaders of all 
seven European party groups.’

Prime minister David Cameron 
confirmed he supported the  
campaign. 

He said: ‘We raised this issue 
with Chancellor Merkel at the 
March European Council.

‘Chancellor Merkel agreed 
that the Thalidomide Trust 
should meet with the German 
authorities and we are now 
working with the Germans to 
ensure that meeting happens.’

I understand 
Prime 
Minister 
David 
Cameron has 
even raised it 
personally”

Liz Buckle
Lismore

final will now be broadcast live 
on BBC Alba and Radio nan 
Gàidheal on the Wednesday 
evening of Mòd week, following 
the success of a similar move for 
the Seann Nòs final a few years 
ago. Qualifiers for the Gold 
Medal will be held, as usual, 
during Wednesday, while the 
Seann Nòs qualifiers will now 
take place during the day on 
Thursday. 

‘Silver Pendant qualifying com-
petitions will be on Wednesday 
morning, with the final taking 
place in the afternoon. 

‘An Comunn Gàidhealach 
hopes these moves will be wel-
comed by competitors and audi-
ences. We would welcome entries 
being submitted on time and it is 

important you check the website 
and syllabuses for confirmation 
of any changes that have been 
introduced this year.

‘Competitors are reminded that 
entries can be submitted online.’

The return of Gaeldom’s 
premier cultural festival was wel-
comed by convener of the local 
organising committee, Duncan 
MacDonald, who said: ‘The 
local organising committee, as 
does all of Oban, looks forward 
to welcoming young and old to a 
key event in the cultural calendar 
of Scotland. Being the birth 
place of the Mod an Oban Mod 
is always special.’

Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail 
will be held in Oban between 
October 9 to 17. 

only ever scratched the older girl’s 
back and helped the younger girl into 
her swimsuit at her request.

He said his victims were lying about 
what happened but he could not 
explain why the girls had lied.

He said his family was so sure of his 
innocence that he was still allowed to 
see his nieces and nephews.

The jury took two hours and 12 
minutes to convict Carter, of Upper 
Raslie Cottage, Slockavullin, of all 
four charges.

Remanding Carter in custody 
until sentencing next month at the 
High Court in Glasgow,  Judge John 
Beckett QC called for Carter to be 
assessed by social workers.

LISMORE WOMAN AND PM TAKE FIGHT FOR MEDICAL COMPENSATION TO EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

WINNERS: Donna Dugdale and Hector MacKecknie who won the 
silver pendants last year  

Royal National Mòd preparations step up a gear 

Second warden to be appointed to 
tackle town’s dog fouling problem 

Mull mums 
welcome 
in new 

Wildlife trust fair 
fi nds new home

Larch disease left 
on muddy boots

Picture House is 
centre of event

Witnesses sought 
on road incident

Pupils asked to go 
phone free
S2-S4 PUPILS - and teachers - at 
Oban high school were asked 
yesterday (Wednesday) to leave 
their mobile phones at home.

The idea was designed to 
get youngsters talking face-to-
face, promote well-being and 
reduce problems arising from 
social media.

sexually abusing young girls

GUILTY: Peter Carter
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ISLAY LETTER
with Hugh Smith

THE SCOTS Language Society has released a new CD of 
popular Gaelic songs performed by veteran Islay Mòd gold 
medallist Ian Carmichael.

The compilation, entitled ‘Nan Chnocan Uain Ìle’, features 
21 well-known Gaelic airs and are taken from the original vinyl 
recordings. No attempt has been made to digitally enhance the 
recordings as the producers wanted to retain the authenticity of 
the original tracks.

The CD takes its title from one of the songs included in the 
collection and penned as ‘The Green Hills of Islay’ by the 
Kilchoman bard Duncan MacNiven. Another of MacNiven’s 
popular compositions, ‘Hi Horo Mo Nighean Donn’, also 
features as does some of the compositions of the other Islay bard 
Duncan Johnston. 

Among the Johnston compositions on the CD are ‘Sine Bhàn’, 
‘ Birlinn Ghoraidh Chrobhain’ and his haunting lament ‘Tuireadh 
nan Treun’, dedicated to those who lost their lives on the battle 
fields of the First World War.

Instrumental backing on a number of the tracks is provided 
by ‘The Hebrideans’, a popular band at the time of the original 
recordings, which featured, among others, accordionist George 
Smith and fiddler Norrie Mushet.

Ian Carmichael was born and brought up in Keills in the 
Kilmeny district and in his younger days sang and played the 
bagpipes at local ceilidhs. It was Scots singing star Robert 
Wilson who suggested to the young Carmichael that he should 
concentrate on his singing. 

This advice was duly taken and Ian went on to gain the top 
singing awards at the local mòd. This led him to winning the gold 
medal for singing at the national Mòd in Stirling in 1961, launching 
a career which saw him performing at events throughout the 
country. He was particularly popular at the annual gatherings 
of the kindred Highland associations and he was among those 
topping the bill at the Glasgow Islay Association’s 150th 
anniversary gathering in the Mitchell Theatre in 2012.

Those who enjoy quality Gaelic singing will welcome this 
compilation and can appreciate a pleasing voice while it was still 
in its prime.

‘Nan Chnocan Uain Ìle’ costs £11, plus postage of £1.25, and 
can be obtained from the Scots Language Society, c/o 4 Ancrum 
Drive, Dundee DD2 2JB. Email lallans@hotmail.co.uk

TRIP OF A LIFETIME: Left to right: Highland dancers Eilidh 
MacDonald, Katie MacNiven and Mairi MacGillivray at the 

Virginia International Tattoo

THREE pupils from the Ella Edgar school of dancing joined 
with their counterparts from Ayr and with members of the 
Schiehallion dancing troupe from Toronto in Canada when 
they all performed before vast crowds at the 2015 International 
Tattoo held in Norfolk, Virginia, USA.

Eilidh MacDonald, Katie MacNiven and Mairi MacGillivray 
enjoyed their visit to the USA and, despite the choreographic 
rigours involved, they lapped up the experience. They were 
disappointed that their fellow pupil Tracy Baker had to withdraw 
from the trip because of illness. 

The island dancers were under the direction of Aileen 
Robertson of the Alisa Craig dancing school and she put them 
through their paces and kept them on their toes.

The Virginia International Tattoo, instituted in 1997, is widely 
regarded as the most patriotic of the world’s tattoos and features 
participants from across the globe.

Veteran Islay Mòd gold 
medallist sings on CD

Dancers step out in USA

Church coffee morning
THE ROUND Church’s regular coffee morning takes place 
in the Bowmore buffet hall on Saturday May 30, beginning at 
10.30am. 

There will be much on offer to tempt both locals and visitors 
and the admission is £4.

MÒD ÌLE 2015 is being held in the island’s high school on 
Saturday June 6.

There is an increase in the numbers competing in the junior 
section and entries in the senior classes are also encouraging.

Competitions begin at 9am and the prizewinners’ concert will 
follow in the venue’s assembly hall at 7.30pm.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, Islay, PA43 7JX. 
Telephone 01496 810658.

Countdown to local Mod

TIMESLINE

A GAELIC language plan 
believd to have cost more than 
£1 million has been ‘quietly’ 
dropped by its promoter, claims 
a Gaelic-learner from Skye.

But funders say that it has actu-
ally come to a natural end.

Neil MacRae, a locum vet at 
Strath, believes the academic 
involvement in the Gaelic 
language is taking it away from 
its roots and people are under 
a false sense the language is 
thriving. He claims people have a 
‘cosy security’ because of Gaelic 
funding streams and projects and  
think the language is safe. 

‘Nothing could be further from 
the truth,’ said Mr McRae.

OBAN’S community sensory 
garden has been offered much-
needed help from the town’s 
community payback team. 

The team, led by John 
Gilchrist, have volunteered 
to undertake regular work at 
the garden throughout June, 
including painting benches, 
and clearing weeds.

The sensory garden, in 

front of the white church 
on the Corran Esplanade, 
is a favourite spot for locals 
and visitors to sit and watch 
activities in the bay. Many of 
the trustees are part of a group 
which supports people with 
learning or mobility problems.

Claire Rizos, a trustee of 
the garden, said: ‘It can be 
difficult to keep on top of our 

maintenance so this offer at 
the start of the growing season, 
is extremely well timed. 

‘Our members are delighted 
and I’m sure our many visitors 
will be pleased with the results.’

A specially constructed 
cairn honesty box was recently 
installed at the garden. It was 
donated by ISS Facility Ser-
vices, which works with Argyll 

Community Housing Associa-
tion, while Benny Gillespie of  
P Gillespie stonework, Dala-
vich, completed the work with 
stone donated from Glensanda 
quarry. 

Calum Morrison, one of 
the trustees, said: ‘It looks 
very nice. The church has a 
playgroup inside it now, so I 
think it’s well worth the effort.’

A FILMMAKER from Lochawe is plan-
ning to use his talents to help some of the 
poorest children in the world.

BBC presenter and cameraman Andreas 
Wolff says it is his ‘Christian duty’ to help 
an after school club in Cambodia and in-
tends to make a film about his endeavours.

Andreas is going to Cambodia in July 
to volunteer with the charity Children’s 
Action for Development which has an 
after-school club in Battambang, the 
country’s second city. 

Andreas said: ‘It provides extra tuition 
for the most vulnerable children. Parents 
can’t afford private lessons and the chil-
dren otherwise would most likely drop 
out of school. For me it is a Christian duty 
to help others who aren’t as fortunate as 
myself,’ Andreas said. 

‘We will be teaching English and build-
ing an additional classroom and a sports 
pitch.’

Andreas will also produce a short docu-
mentary film about the project.

Film spotlight on

Argyll and Bute 
ARGYLL - The Big Picture, a 
short fi lm dealing with the 
issues aff ecting the residents 
of Argyll and Bute, was offi  cially 
launched on Friday May 15 by 
Michael Russell MSP in Cuan 
Mor, Oban.

Commissioned by Argyll 
Voluntary Action and fi lmed 
by Kinetic Studios, the fi lm 
made its debut at the fi rst 
Rural Parliament in Oban last 
November and drew praise 
from participants.

The launch event was well 
attended and could well 
be the catalyst for further 
conversations as the role of 
communities within local 
government is explored. 

Skills group hunts 
for top apprentice
EMPLOYERS across the 
country are being urged 
to help fi nd Scotland’s top 
apprentice.

Skills Development Scot-
land (SDS) has launched the 
search for Scotland’s Modern 
Apprentice of the Year.

More than 25,000 people 
start modern apprentice-
ships each year but only 
one will be named the top 
apprentice in the country.

Entries are now open 
with full details on www.
scotlandsmaawards.com

The deadline for 
applications is noon on 
Wednesday August 19. 

HOUSEBREAKING in the 
Highlands and islands has reduced, 
but the public shouldn’t become 
complacent, a leading police official 
has said. 

Figures from the region’s police di-
vision showed crimes of dishonesty, 
including burglary, fraud and vehicle 
crime, have gone down by 18.7 per 

cent since last year. Within that, the 
number of reported housebreakings 
has also reduced by 24.4 per cent, 
equalling 107 less victims since last 
year. 

Julian Innes, chief superintendent 
for the Highlands and islands, said: 
‘The reduction in crimes of dishon-
esty is to be welcomed, in particular 

the total number of housebreakings 
down by almost a quarter. Crime of 
this nature can have a devastating 
affect on householders, so working 
with partner agencies to help tackle 
the issue and bring perpetrators to 
justice remains a top priority, both 
locally and nationally.

‘The Highlands and islands 

remains one of the safest areas to 
live and bring up a family but we 
cannot be complacent when it comes 
to home security. Just taking a few 
minutes to ensure your property and 
any outbuildings are secure can help 
deter organised groups who may be 
targeting local communities as well 
as opportunistic thieves.’ 

ELECTRICITY bills should 
go down when the cost of supply 
is reduced to help people out of 
fuel poverty, according to the 
chairman of a campaign group. 

Angus McCormack, Na 
h-Eileanan Siar councillor 
and chairman of the Western 
Isles poverty action group, said 

Scottish and Southern Eneergy 
(SSE) had made savings 
recently and this should be 
reflected in the prices paid by 
consumers. He added if the 
reduction in costs for SSE was 
passed to householders up to 
£40 per year could be saved. 

Mr McCormack said: ‘Fuel 

poverty in the Western Isles 
is the highest in the UK with 
71 per cent of households in 
fuel poverty and 18 per cent 
in extreme fuel poverty. Surely 
what SSE could do is to pass 
on to consumers the reduction 
in their costs? They have loyal 
customers in the Highlands 

and islands and SSE could 
show those customers a bit of 
loyalty.’ An SSE spokesperson 
said: ‘We know affordability 
is customers’ number one 
concern. That’s why we’ve cut 
prices twice in 15 months and 
frozen them until at least July 
2016.’ 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

BLOOMING GOOD NEWS: left to right: Councillor Elaine Robertson, Benny Gillespie, trustees Christine Carmichael, Calum Morrison and 
Claire Rizos and Alastair Cakebread of ISS at the garden 16_t22sensory01

Gaelic language plan 
is ‘quietly dropped’ 

Payback team dig in at Oban garden

‘I started learning Gaelic 15 
years ago out of casual interest 
and became completely smitten 
by the language. 

‘By ‘the language’ I mean as it is 
still spoken in the remnants of the 
traditional language community, 
not as it is spoken nowadays by a 
would-be academic elite which 
appears to be taking ownership 
of what’s left.

‘Thousands of new fluent 
speakers were promised every 
year, but no-one can tell me the 
actual number. 

‘And now Bòrd na Gàidhlig  has 
quitely dropped its association 
with Deiseal and Ulpan.

‘Through freedom of 
information requests I have 
found out that more than £1.1 
million has been wasted on the 

Ulpan programme.’ 
Mr McRae said he thought 

organisations such as Bord na 
Gaidhlig were wasting precious 
support money on programmes 
such  Ùlpan, which was run by 
Deiseal.

Ùlpan is touted as a fast and 
effective way to learn a language 

which  orginiated in Israel, and 
has been used by thousands in 
Wales. In Scotland, more than 
2,000 students registered with 
Ùlpan between 2007-14.  

Mr McRae added: ‘To address 
a problem, you first have to 
acknowledge there is a problem, 
and how bad the problem is.’

A spokesman for Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig said: ‘I can confirm 
that the Ùlpan programme was 
never ‘dropped’. 

‘The funding agreement 
between Bòrd na Gàidhlig 
and Deiseal LTD, for 
the development of the Ùlpan 
course, training of tutors, 
national certification and an 
online lesson maintenance 
system, came to a planned end in 
March 2014.’

Police chief welcomes drop in burglaries 

Poverty action group’s appeal on fuel costs

CHRISTIAN DUTY: BBC fi lmmaker Andreas 
Wolff  is heading to Cambodia to help 
children with their studies 16_t22andreas1

Lochawe’s Cambodian connection

Visitor numbers 
on the increase
FIGURES published last 
week  show that a total of 15 
million tourists visited Scotland 
last year – up fi ve per cent on 
2013 - and spent more than 
£4.7 billion – with overseas 
tourists increasing by 11 per 
cent on the previous year. 

Highlands and Islands SNP 
MSP Mike MacKenzie   said: 
‘These are very welcome 
fi gures showing the strength 
of our tourism sector – and 
representing a real boost to 
the Scottish economy on the 
whole.’

Regional director of Visit 
Scotland David Adams McGilp 
said that, while fi gures for 
Argyll and Highlands were 
not available: ‘The national 
increase is very encouraging, 
and there can be no doubt that 
every corner of the country 
benefi ted as a result.’

Vulnerable road 
users targeted
A NEW interactive website 
has been launched by Road 
Safety Scotland aimed at sec-
ondary pupils in S1-S3 - the 
age group most vulnerable 
on roads.

‘Your Call’ website uses 
interactive tasks relating to 
risk-taking, decision making, 
personal safety and pre-driv-
er attitudes.

Dr Alasdair Allan, minister 
for learning, said: ‘Before 
young people get behind 
the wheel of a car, it is right 
that within Curriculum for 
Excellence, key issues such 
as decision making and peer 
pressure are considered.’ 

Thousands of 
new speakers 
were 
promised ”

Neil MacRae
Gaelic learner

Volunteer of the Year 2015 

Council Chambers Kilmory 
Wednesday 3rd June 
10.15am – 2.30pm 

Volunteer of the Year and 
Voluntary /Community Group Award 

Young Volunteer, Social Enterprise Volunteer 
Regional Timebank Heroes and  

Health Volunteer Categories too! 

    
      Argyll Voluntary Action on Argyll Voluntary Action on 01586 554744   

((michele@argyllvoluntaryaction.org.ukmichele@argyllvoluntaryaction.org.uk))  
www.argyllcommunities.orgwww.argyllcommunities.org              argyllvoluntaryaction.org.ukargyllvoluntaryaction.org.uk

 
Argyll Voluntary Action, 21 High Street Oban PA34 4BG 

Charity No: SC029947   Company No: SC277345  

 

Guest speaker Marco Biagi MSP  
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ROAD works in Oban town centre 
will be finished for the end of May. 

But shopkeepers feel misled by 
Argyll and Bute council because 
they believe they were told work 
would be finished by the start of 
May.

The pedestrianisation of Stafford 
Street, a £1.5 million project funded 
by Argyll and Bute council, has been 
ongoing since January.

John MacEachen, of The Wee 
Gallery, said: ‘At a meeting held 
in the Caledonian hotel of the 
contractors, council officials and the 
occupants of the shops and premises 
on Stafford Street prior to the 
contract starting, the programme of 
works was presented. 

‘This was to be carried out in three 
phases with the completion of the 
third phase and the total contract to 

be finished by the first of May. As 
the contract is still some way short 
of completion to say that it is on time 
and has suffered no delays is wrong.

‘The overall project will be good 
for the town and the business in the 
area. 

‘It is just taking far longer than the 
original programme.’

An Argyll and Bute spokeswoman 
said: ‘We’ve issued a number of 

updates through the local press on 
our regeneration projects in Oban, 
including the Stafford Street works. 

‘These have consistently advised 
that works are due to be completed 
in time for the busy tourist season, 
and specifically that the contractor 
has been appointed to deliver the 
public realm improvements in 
Stafford Street from January to May 
2015.’

THE FIRST week of community 
ownership of the Rockfield Centre 
has seen a host of activity from the 
community. 

Work has started on tidying the 
grounds and preparation for some 
free art on the hut buildings is taking 
shape, reports Oban Communities 
Trust (OCT)

Volunteer Val Hamilton, former 
art teacher at Oban high school, 
is spearheading the free painting 
along with other artists who will 
paint a mural on the end hut by the 
Rockfield tree. 

Massive boards for the painting 
were put up by local joiner Duncan 
MacKinnon.

Tree cutting has also started in the 
garden area as well as some weeding 
and tidying up at the front of the 

main building. OCT has stressed the 
trees being removed are those that 
are overgrown and causing damp 
and lack of light in the huts area. 

The tree planted in memory of 
those who lost their lives in the 
Dunblane school massacre remains. 
Various colourful planters have  
been placed around the buildings 
too.

Dry rot specialists are meeting 
OCT this week to discuss a pro-
gramme of action to remedy the 
situation in the main building. 

Gordon McNab, chairman of 
OCT, said: ‘Already things are 
coming to life within the grounds 
of the Rockfield Centre. Watch out 
for work happening in the gardens, 
grounds and huts. All volunteers 
who have offered their help already 

will be contacted shortly. We still 
need more volunteers, so please 
come forward.’

The next event in The Rockfield 
Centre will be a community celebra-
tion on June 13 with music, dance 
and art pointing to what the centre 
will be all about when fully open.

And the centre will have a bottle 
stall and facepainting at Charities 
Day on June 6.

Meanwhile the Rockfield car park 
is being re-configured and will be 
operated on behalf of OCT from 
June 1. The last few weeks have been 
free for users who have been encour-
aged to text ROCK34 to 70070 to 
donate a contribution to the Rock-
field centre for parking. After work 
on the car park is complete, charges 
will be re-introduced to the benefit 

of Oban Communities Trust. 
Eleanor MacKinnon, project 

facilitator with OCT, said: ‘New up-
to-date payment equipment will be 
installed which will take credit cards 
and will be solar powered in keeping 
with our intentions to be ‘green’ 
within the centre. 

‘Although we have a management 
company in place to operate the car 
park, the profits will all go to OCT.’

Eleanor said there might be a 
couple of days when the site was out 
of use to allowing lining and instal-
lation of the meter system. 

She added: ‘Funding from the 
Rockfield Centre car park will be a 
welcome income stream to OCT.’

For more details look at the OCT 
website www.obancommuniti-
estrust.org.uk 

WITH the countdown on to 
their hugely-anticipated Dec-
ade concert in Oban, Skerry-
vore made a special appearance 
in the town at the weekend to 
meet with fans.

The group stopped off at the 
North Pier, where events were 
taking place for the Festival of 
the Sea, en route to the Islay 
Festival of Music and Malt, 
where they were performing on 
Saturday.

Accordion player Daniel Gil-
lespie said: ‘It’s the countdown 
now to the gig. We’ve had 
such an amazing support from 
the people of Oban, and to 
celebrate the 10th anniversary 
album, which will be released 
tomorrow [May 24], we thought 
we’d stop off and give out some 
free gifts, including copies of 
the album, to say thanks to the 

fans.’ As part of the festival on 
Islay, Bruichladdich distillery 
released a special whisky to 
celebrate the band’s 10 years to-
gether. More than 5,300 tickets 
have been sold for Saturday’s 
gig at Mossfield stadium, with 
around 200 left.

The group will be supported 
by Oban dancers from the 
Eilidh MacInnes School of 
Dance, some of whom were on 
hand on Saturday with Skerry-
vore for their appearance at the 
North Pier.

‘To sell omore than 5,000 tick-
ets is amazing,’ Daniel added.

Neil Mackay, of Bid4Oban, 
said: ‘It’s great for the boys to 
take the opportunity to meet 
and get a photograph with the 
Eilidh MacInnes dancers, who 
are looking forward to the 
tribute next week.’ 

VISITORS to Oban had 
a whale of a time at the 
weekend as the Festival of 
the Sea got underway on 
Friday evening. 

Organised by the Ocean 
Explorer Centre and 
supported by the Scottish 
Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS), BID4Oban, 
the Scottish Government 
and the University of the 
Highlands and Islands (UHI),  
the festival is a celebration 
of the relationship between 
people and the sea.

More than 30 sea-themed 
activities are taking place 
over the week, including 
public talks, boat trips and 
snorkelling.  

Highlights for today 
(Thursday) include a marine 
careers day and environment 
fair at Oban’s Corran Halls, 

between 10am and 7pm.
Pupils, parents, teachers 
and anyone looking for new 
challenges are invited to 
meet employers showcasing 
careers in the marine sector 
from marine sports and 
aquaculture to marine and 
wildlife tourism and from art 
and design to marine science 
as well as the Royal Navy.

On Friday a sea monster 
cabaret performed by 
pirmary schools will take 
place at 10am at the Corran 
Halls, and on Saturday a 
special showing of Finding 
Nemo will be on at Oban 
Phoenix cinema.

On Sunday, highlights 
include a canoe taster session 
by Stramash in Oban Bay. 

For a full list of event times, 
visit: www.obanseafestival.
org

Town centre road works nearing completion   

PARK BOOST: on Sunday, the fi shy tales fundraiser took place at Atlantis leisure centre to raise 
money for the playpark fund 16_t22seafest01

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

STEPPING OUT: Skerryvore with the Eilidh MacInnes dancers on Saturday in Oban 16_t22skerry01

ALL SMILES: a ‘fi shy’ disco was held at Glencruitten golf club on Friday evening with sea-themed 
costumes and face paint Photograph by Kevin McGlynn

ARTWORK: some of the fi shy tales, created by Friends of Oban 
Community Playpark, on display at the esplanade 16_t22seafest02

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS:  a touch tank at the North Pier on Saturday 
allowed people to get up close and personal with sea creatures 

16_t22seafest03

Skerryvore meets fans ahead of major concert

UP CLOSE: Mark Steward of North Connel shows youngsters some 
of the sea creatures at the touch pool on the North Pier. 

Photograph by Kevin McGlynn.

BUSY: crowds gathered at the North Pier on Saturday for the touch 
tank and seaweed farm trips 16_t22seafest04

ALL ABOARD: there were trips to the nearby seaweed farm down 
the Sound of Kerrera on a RIB all day on Saturday  Photograph by Kevin 

McGlynn

EVENT CELEBRATES RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN PEOPLE AND THE OCEAN
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A famous songwriter
HAROLD Boulton (1859-1935) is all but forgotten, yet 
so many of his compositions, such as the ‘The Skye Boat 
Song’, ‘Lament for Maclean of Ardgour’, ‘The Loch Tay 
Boat Song’, ‘Bonnie Strathyre’, ‘Maiden of Morven’ and 
‘All through the Night’, are as popular as ever whether 
jazzed up or in their traditional form. 

Many of his translations belong to old Gaelic and 
Welsh traditional songs and music. Although he clearly 
had a highly romanticised image of Scotland, which 
comes through in his work, they are perhaps none the 
worse for that. 

They certainly weren’t for the hundreds of thousands 
of Scottish soldiers trapped in the trenches in the first 
world war thinking of home and their loved ones. 

Sir Harold Boulton first became fascinated by 
Scotland’s homely music on an Oxford university 
reading excursion to the Highlands which took him to 
Lochailort. There he met Miss Christian Cameron, the 
local laird, to whom he became engaged. They did not 
marry but he continued to be a guest at Inverailort until 
shortly before he died. 

It was during one of his visits to Inverailort that he 
composed two of his famous songs, ‘The Skye Boat 
Song’ and ‘Glenfinnan’. 

The first, according to Francis Cameron-Head who 
might have been Harold’s son had he married Christian, 
owes its existence to an expedition down Loch Ailort.

The story goes that Harold was returning to Inverailort 
after an invitation to visit the Blackburns at Roshven  
when he heard one of the oarsmen, a ghillie from 
Skye who had been employed for the summer, sing an 
old Gaelic rowing song composed in honour of Flora 
MacDonald’s exploits between Uist and Skye which 
made her a celebrity. He worked up the words and its 
theme until he produced ‘Speed bonny boat like a bird 
on the wing - over the sea to Skye’. 

The second, dedicated to Christian Cameron and 
her clan forebears, commemorates the raising of the 
Jacobite standard by Prince Charles Edward Stewart 
on a knoll above the present Roman Catholic Church 
at Glenfinnan on August 18 1745 and the aftermath of 
the Battle of Culloden the following year. It begins and 
ends:

By lonely Loch Shiel in the heart of the Highlands,
A king’s son was watching and waiting all day;
While stretched on the rocks and the bracken around 

him,
His handful of Highlanders listlessly lay;
Twas Bonnie Prince Charlie, the faithful, the fearless,
Who trusted the clansmen their tryst to fulfil.
His eagle eye raised to the braes of Glenfinnan,
For the Cameron Clan to come over the hill.

They have passed from the clachan, the croft and the 
shieling,

Who fought and who died to the cry of ‘Claymore’
The pibroch sounds rare in Lochiel and Lochaber,
And sheep browse in silence by corrie and scaur.
There is gloom over mountain and moorland and 

meadow,
The mist by Loch Shiel gathers eerie and chill.
But the wraith of Prince Charlie still looks up 

Glenfinnan
For the Cameron clan to come over the hill.

Sir Harold, as he became, collaborated with the singer 
Margery Kennedy-Fraser and between them they 
produced the well-known series ‘Songs of the North’ 
dedicated to Queen Victoria. Sir Harold died on June 1 
1935 and is buried on the island of Inch Kenneth, which 
he and his wife bought in 1933. 

ALL BUT FORGOTTEN: Sir Harold Boulton, composer of 
the Skye Boat Song

A sad sight on Beinn Dorain
ON A RECENT journey into Stirlingshire, I was sorry 
to see hundreds of acres of the foothills of Beinn Dorain 
and the lovely strath between Loch Tulla and Tyndrum 
being planted with trees. 

High deer fences have been built on both sides of the 
A82 creating a corridor into which deer and sheep will 
be funnelled and become a nuisance to motorists and 
a danger to themselves when they come off the high 
ground in search of their traditional wintering grounds. 

What, too, will become of the golden plover, the green 
and red shank, the curlew, the short-eared owl, the 
dunlin, the black grouse, the skylark, the wheatear, the 
snipe, the meadow pipit and many other moorland spe-
cies when the trees reach a certain height and obliterate 
their habitat? 

I wonder what Duncan Ban MacIntyre (1724-1812) 
would have made of the despoliation of this landscape 
and its wildlife? Duncan, a local deer stalker in these 
parts and the most renowned Scottish Gaelic poet, 
composed a famous song in praise of Ben Dorain called 
in Gaelic ‘Moladh Beinn Dobhrainn’ in which he wrote:

She [Beinn Dorain] rises beneath the radiant beams 
of the sun 

In all the magnificent range of the mountains around,
So shapely, so sheer are her slopes, there are none to 

compare; 
She is fair, in the light, like the flight of the deer, in the 

hunt, across moors, on the run, or under the green leafy 
branches of trees, in the groves

Of the woods, where the thick grass grows.

It is disappointing the forestry commission for Scot-
land has granting a planting licence in such an historic 
and scenic part of the Highlands and so close to one 
of its busiest thoroughfares. Is there nothing sacred any 
longer?

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

KILMORE and district SWI 
members celebrated their 
successes in the recent Lorn 
group rally when they held 
their annual general meeting 
on Wednesday May 13. 

WINNERS: Kilmore and District SWI members celebrated their successes in the recent Lorn group rally when they held 
their AGM on Wednesday May 13. 

Kilmore SWI celebrates area rally success
Fiona Dickie, the outgoing 

president, handed over the 
banner for the most points 
per member to new president 
Ann Ferguson, 

Ann also accepted the qua-

ich for the institute with the 
greatest number of points 
overall. 

To round off their success, 
Margaret Whitton won the 
Cameron Small quaich for 

best exhibit in handicraft. 
Pat MacLeod of the Lochawe 
institute won the Smith cup 
for best exhibit in baking and 
the Taynuilt institute won 
the community shield.

ABRIDGED minutes of the Arisaig and district commu-
nity council meeting, held on Monday April 20. 

Community emergency plan: A report on the meeting in 
Strontian was given by Gerry Macdonald. It was a useful 
session and a good place for meeting up with people. A 
follow-up meeting was held on April 1 by the working 
group. Plans to make the Astley hall a reception centre 
were discussed further and a form was filled in to further 
this. Some suggestions were made as to how a generator 
could be serviced. A map has been found that can be used 
to mark out the areas which will be covered.

Arisaig medical centre: A meeting was held with 
representatives from NHS Highland and Dr and Mrs 
Gartshore to discuss the use of Arisaig medical centre 
and the future of the Mackintosh centre. It didn’t elicit 
anything useful, but everyone understood the situation. 

Noticeboard: Up and running.
Recycling: The recycling bin was so full over the Easter 

break that rubbish was blowing out along the road. Is 
there a need for another recycling bin at the car park 
during the holidays? Councillor Allan Henderson will 
look into this.

The oyster farm at loch nan Ceall has gone ahead with 
a five-year limit before permission needs to be sought 
again.

A meeting was held on May 18 and the next one will be 
on June 15. 

Lewis

A VICTORIAN castle on Lewis is set for a £5.5 million 
overhaul to its grounds.

Planning applications have been lodged for improve-
ments to Lews Castle, Stornoway, including restoration 
of the formal gardens, as part of a joint initiative between 
Stornoway Trust and Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.

The groups have applied for listed building consent 
for proposed repairs to historic features including the 
bastion walls, terrace steps in front of the castle and walls 
and steps in the former sunken gardens at the castle, built 
between 1847 and 1857.

Proposed new features include a fountain, a shelter in 
the sunken gardens and new play areas in the Bayhead 
embankment and woodlands centre area.

The overhaul is subject to a funding request being 
granted from the Heritage Lottery Fund’s Parks for 
People programme, with a decision expected to be made 
in June.

The Heritage Lottery Fund has already supported the 
restoration of the castle itself, which is expected to open 
in early autumn.

A LOCAL history project on Lewis has received a 
£145,000 grant. 

This will allow Hebridean Connections, Ravensport, to 
extend its website and train people in researching online. 

The money came from the Heritage lottery fund 
(£40,000), comhairle nan Eilean Siar (£20,000) and the 
Scottish council for voluntary organisations (£5,000). 

Donnie Morrison, chairman of Hebridean Connec-
tions, said: ‘We are delighted to receive this substantial 
additional support which will help the long-term sus-
tainability of the Hebridean Connections project. I am 
most grateful to all the funding bodies for this vote of 
confidence.’

FORT William R C nursery pupils enjoyed a morning in 
the garden with a visit from a countryside ranger. 

The English medium youngsters made art displays out 
of flowers and stones with the help of Fiona MacLean 
from Highland council’s rangers team. 

Fort William

Kilmore

KILMORE 100 club winners for March were A Tully and 
E Groat; April winner, S MacLeod and the May winner, 
F Dickie.

OUTDOOR FUN: from left, Emilis Verikas, Caleb MacNeil, 
Marc MacLeod, Fiona MacLean and Nany Maynes 

20_f22nursery01

Pupils from Taynuilt primary school raised £214 by holding 
a fi shy-themed bake sale at the Scottish Association 

for Marine Science (SAMS). The money will go towards 
fundraising for a school trip to an outdoor education 

course in Lochgoilhead. Pictured are three of the primary 
four pupils who helped with the sale.

MORE that 100 people attended  the recent Oban Bridge 
Congress at the town’s Regent hotel. 

The top local pair were Alison Dunn and Neil Fraser 
who came tenth overall during the tournament, held 
from May 8 to 10. The best local team was Allistair Duff, 
David Pender, Sue Pollard and David Pollard, who came 
in sixth place.

Janet Church, of Oban bridge club, said: ‘It was a 
well-organised and most enjoyable event and most visitors 
said they would love to return next year, if not before.’

Taynuilt

Oban

BEST LOCAL PAIR: Alison Dunn and Neil Fraser. 

BEST LOCAL TEAM: Allistair Duff , David Pender, Sue 
Pollard and David Pollard

GREAT EFFORT: Margo Cox, 
who until recently lived in 
Brochroy Croft, Taynuilt, 

ran this year’s London 
Marathon, completing the 
26-mile course in six hours, 

30 minutes. She ran the 
marathon for the London 
Centre for Children with 

Cerebral Palsy and raised 
an amazing £1,200 from 

sponsors. On completing 
the course, she said: 

‘Although it was very tiring, 
the incredible atmosphere 
kept me going and got me 

to the fi nishing line.’

Marathon eff ort 
from Margo

SPEAN Bridge primary 
school pupils enjoyed an 
evening learning about read-
ing thanks to a kind-hearted 
parent. 

Annabel Loughray organ-
ised a book night at school 
and arranged for free books 
to be given to the children.

THE WEST Highlands leaves 
an indelible mark on anyone 
who has lived in the area – 
even after nearly 70 years.

Christina Bullock, nee Mac-
Kenzie, lived in Benderloch 
until 1946 when she married 
and moved to Coventry.

Her daughter Elizabeth 
Fairless got in touch with The 
Oban Times to say Benderloch 
has always been ‘home’ and 
she returned many times to 
visit ‘old haunts’ until age and 

mobility caught up with her.
‘She continues to study your 

newspaper for titbits that trig-
ger fond memories and she has 
submitted several photographs 
in the past.  This picture was 
taken by her grandson, Adam 
Fairless, a few years ago 
when the two of them made 
a ‘pilgrimage’ to Benderloch, 
Connel and Oban. 

‘I believe it was taken looking 
across the loch from The Glue-
pot [in Connel]. 

BALLACHULISH primary school pu-
pils have played their part in keeping the 
village beautiful with a litter pick.

The children used new grabbers, bought 
with a grant from the Wrigley litter less 

WILLING VOLUNTEERS: Ballachulish primary school pupils helped clean up the village

campaign, which will be used for future 
clean ups. 

After the hard work the youngsters en-
joyed water and crisps donated by Co-op 
Ballachulish.

Spean Bridge

Left: the Spean Bridge 
primary school children 

with their new books

Young pupils help clean up village
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Oban secretary stands 
down after years
OBAN community council re-elected Marri Mlloy 
as its convenor on Monday evening.

Duncan Martin, the group’s secretary stood down 
as an office bearer after many years of service.  Jessie 
MacFarlane remained as treasurer and Stewart 
McIver was re-elected as vice convenor.

Marri praised the work of the active community 
council saying it was involved with a number of 
groups in the town including a dog fouling com-
mittee, a transport group, a land reform group, the 
health board, Oban Phoenix Cinema and a cruise 
ship management group.

She said: ‘I know we will go on from strength to 
strength and we will on.’

Mr Martin, who will remain on the community 
council, said: ‘I have learned that the ins and outs 
of politics are shades of grey, rather than black and 
white.’

Estonia and Mull to 
share island ideas
A GROUP of islanders from Estonia are visiting Mull 
to share ideas about improving island businesses.  

People from Saaremaa and Hiiumaa business 
organisations will visit in early June.

The study trip will focus on the significance of 
energy projects, tourism, food production and other 
aspects of island life, including development mech-
anisms and effective island governance structures 
important to the prosperity and sustainability of 
Mull’s communities.

Sulvi Munk of Saaremaa county islands said: ‘We 
are excited about this trip and the opportunity to see 
your solutions for enhancing life on your islands. We 
hope to share our knowledge and experiences with 
all of you.’

Tower lights up to 
talk about dementia
OBAN’S McCaig’s Tower will be lit in purple next 
week to remind people to talk about dementia.  

The local Alzheimer’s group will also be hosting 
an information stall between June 1- 7 at Lorn and 
Islands hospital in Oban, Atlantis Leisure centre and 
the hospital in Craignure, Mull, so that people and 
hospital staff can find out more about dementia and 
services and support within the area.

The group will also host an afternoon drop-in for 
tea and talk at its Dementia Resource Centre, 12 
High Street, Oban on Thursday June 4, from 1pm to 
4pm.  

On the same day at Mull Musical Minds at An 
Roth, Craignure a session will be held from between 
1.30 pm.

Kintyre bid for event
MACHRIHANISH is one of the 20 areas across the 
country which has expressed an interest in hosting 
next year’s Scottish Rural Parliament in July.

The first ever event, held in Oban in April last year, 
brought significant economic benefit to the town.

The focus of the parliament, held every two years, is 
to empower people living in rural areas to influence 
the Holyrood and Westminster parliaments.

Argylls’ history in Great 
War at Inveraray Castle 

E N T E R P R I S I N G 
community groups 
in Mull, Islay, Skye, 
North Uist, Skye and 
Raasay are to receive a 
funding boost.

In delivering 
economic and regen-
eration benefits to 
their areas - through 
refurbishing disused 
buildings, developing 
renewable energy pro-
jects and creating jobs 
opportunities - they 
have gained a share of 
£668,000 investment 
from the Scottish gov-
ernment. 

The projects are Ulva 

School Community 
Association and South 
West Mull and Iona 
Development; South 
Islay Development, 
Staffin Community 
Trust and The Glen-
dale Trust on Skye; the 
North Uist Develop-
ment Trust and Raasay 
Development Trust.

The additional 
funding is to help these 
areas build the capacity 
of local organisations 
and allow communities 
to deliver initiatives, 
which respond to their 
aspirations. 

It is part of an extra 

£10 million announced 
in the programme for 
Government, to give 
people and commu-
nities the powers to 
address inequalities.

Announcing the 
funding, community 
empowerment minister 
Marco Biagi said: ‘This 
funding will help com-
munities breathe life 
into disused buildings, 
produce opportuni-
ties for renewables 
generation, establish 
community transport 
and tourism initiatives 
and create new jobs. 

‘People living in 

rural areas clearly have 
different priorities to 
communities in the 
central belt and the 
wide range of projects 
reflects Scotland’s 
diversity. The Com-
munity Empowerment 
(Scotland)  Bill, which 
reaches its final stage 
next month, will sup-
port and make it easier 
for groups to tackle 
inequalities in their 
areas, it will give com-
munities more powers 
to take over assets and 
will strengthen their 
voices in the decisions 
that matter to them.’ 

Rural areas gain extra cash

AN exhibition telling 
the story of the Ar-
gyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders, 8th (Ar-
gyllshire) Battalion was 
opened  last Thursday 
in Inveraray Castle, 
writes Louise Glen.

Opening the exhibi-
tion, along with His 
Grace The Duke of Ar-
gyll were Eric and Lorn 
MacIntyre (pictured) 
alongside some fine 
bagpipe playing from 
Oban high school’s 
Lucy Hennessey. 

The exhibition ex-
plores the circumstanc-
es of the battalion as 
it lived in horrendous 
conditions across 
Europe in the First 
World War, but in the 
squalor of the ‘worst 
battle of the Somme’ at 
Beaumont Hammel in 
northern France.

Themes of the exhi-
bition include the call 
up, active service, the 
Somme and Arras.

Describing how the 
war saw lairds and 
farm workers roll 
their sleeves up and 
fight together, Lorne 
MacIntyre told a large 
group of dignitaries: 
‘When war broke out in 
early August 1914 the 
men who trained to-
gether in the summers 

before left Dunoon for 
France. 

‘The last ‘volunteer’ 
was so desperate to 
fight he took a flying 
leap on to the deck of 
the departing steamer 
– he turned out to be 
a good cook and sur-
vived the war. 

‘Inveraray writer Neil 
Munro’s eldest son, 
Hugh, a medical student 
at Glasgow University 
and officer with the 8th 
Argylls, lost his life at 
the Battle of Loos in 
1915, trying to retrieve a 
flag flying provocatively 
between the lines. 

‘His body was recov-
ered at great risk by 
comrades, who were 
later decorated for 
their bravery. Beau-
mont Hamel in Novem-
ber 1916 was perhaps 
the 8th Battalion’s high 
point. 

‘The Germans had 
dug themselves in 
underground in well-
equipped quarters.

‘The Argylls cap-
tured food stuffs and 
wine and went about 
smoking cigars. 

‘But five officers and 
81 men gave their lives 
there. 

‘That’s where the 8th 
Argylls’ memorial is, 
unveiled by the 10th 
Duke of Argyll in 
1923.’

Eric MacIntyre 
explained his family 
connection to the story.

He said: ‘As children 
we were fascinated 
by the story of the 8th 
Battalion. We were 
given a medal that had 
survived a fire at the 
home of the Captain of 
Dunstaffnage who had 
fought in the battle.’

The exhibition is 
open in the castle until 
October. 

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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A TEACHER who told a pupil 
they were on his ‘s*** list’ has 
been struck off.

Former Ardnamurchan high 
school physics teacher Andrew 
Kerr was dismissed and later 
deemed unfit to teach by a panel 
of the General Teaching Council 
for Scotland (GTCS) after using 
inappropriate language towards 
a fifth year pupil and allowing 
another pupil to carry out a test 
while being able to see the mark-
ing guidance. 

The hearing was carried out 
earlier this month and the 
outcome was announced last 
Thursday (May 21). 

A report said between August 
2012 and April 2013 Mr Kerr 
told a fifth year pupil to ‘shut 
the f*** up’, said, ‘you should 
f****** know that’ and asked, ‘If 
you were on my s*** list before, 
where do you think you are now?’

The GTCS report also stated 

RESIDENTS of a rural Loch-
aber village were baffled when 
they woke up on Friday to find 
their bins had been stolen.

Homeowners in the Drimna-
torran area of Strontian said 
they couldn’t believe it when 
two wheelie bins went missing 
after they were put out for 
collection last Thursday night.

A bemused Brenda Oddy, 
80, said she and her husband, 
84-year-old Jim Oddy, can’t 
understand why anyone would 
steal the bins and thinks 
they were still full of rubbish 
when they disappeared. She 
said: ‘We put our bins out on 
Thursday night for collection 
the next morning as usual 
but by the morning they were 
gone. If they were still full at 
the time, which we think they 
were, whoever stole them 
would have needed a vehicle 
to get away with them.’ 

Val Gee, 67, lives in the 
house next to Mr and Mrs 
Oddy and also found her bin 
had vanished last week. 

She said: ‘Why would any-
one do that? I’ve contacted 
Highland council to find out 
if they were emptied on Friday 
or whether they were stolen 
beforehand.’

Lochaber police inspector 
Donald Campbell called the 
incident ‘very bizarre’ and 
asked anyone with informa-
tion to contact the police on 
101. 

POLICE in Lochaber are 
warning the public to be 
aware of doorstop crime 
after an elderly woman was 
targeted in her home. 

Two men approached the 
Strontian pensioner on Friday 
afternoon and said they had 
to take away her dogs to be 
microchipped but the pet 
owner said her animals had 
already been microchipped 
and told them she was going 
to call the police. 

Police are appealing for 
anyone with information 
about the men to come 
forward. They are described 
as being in their 30s, one 
wearing a red hooded top 
and the other wearing a grey 
hooded top. Anyone with 
information should call 101. 

STRUCK OFF: Andrew Kerr was deemed unfi t to teach after swear-
ing at his pupils Photo by SWNS Group

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

national assessment bank (NAB) 
tests had been carried out in 
breach of the school policy by 
Mr Kerr and that he instructed a 
pupil to carry out the NAB with 
sight of the marking guidance 
between March and April 2013.

Mr Kerr denied using swear 
words in the classroom but 
accepted using the expression 
‘s*** list’ was wrong, the hearing 
outcome said. 

It also said he told a pupil to 
‘get a few wrong’ and not to tell 
his dad about it when carrying 
out the NAB. 

Mr Kerr also referred to var-
ious medical conditions he was 
suffering from at the time and 
said he ‘was not on top of his 
game career wise’. 

The GTCS panel concluded 
that Mr Kerr ‘demonstrated 
neither insight or remorse’, 
used bad language, condoned 
the use of such language by his 
pupils, ‘failed’ pupils and that 
his actions were ‘fundamentally 
incompatible’ with teaching. 

It said: ‘Taking account of all of 

the individual breaches, the pan-
el concluded that the respondent 
[Mr Kerr] had fallen significantly 
short of the standards of conduct 
expected of a registered teacher.

‘He had demonstrated neither 
insight nor remorse in his written 
and oral submissions and in his 
evidence at this hearing. The 
panel heard no evidence that the 
respondent had taken any steps 
to address his behaviour in order 
to prevent recurrence. 

‘Two years had elapsed since 
the incidents occurred and the 
panel was concerned that the 
respondent had apparently not 
learned anything from the inci-
dents. There was, accordingly, a 
high risk that behaviour of this 
kind would be repeated. 

‘The respondent’s actions were 
fundamentally incompatible with 
his registration as a teacher. 

‘The panel determined that the 
respondent’s conduct had fallen 
significantly below the standards 
expected of a registered teacher 
and that accordingly he is unfit 
to teach.’

Ex teacher who swore 
at pupils is struck off

ALL CHANGE: work starts on North road to make way for KFC 20_f22kfc02

Veronica Beacham with a photo 
of her father’s business, Modern 

Builders 20_f22kfc01

Work starts on site earmarked for KFC

Pair target elderly 
woman in home 

Villagers baffl  ed 
as bins snatched

A BODY was found in Fort 
William on Tuesday night, 
sparking police enquiries about 
a man who had been sleeping 
rough in the area. 

The remains were found by 
a member of the public, on 
ground behind McDonald’s 
restaurant and adjacent to the 
fi re station, An Aird, at around 
7pm. The area was cordoned 
off  immediately but police 
say there are no suspicious 
circumstances. 

A spokesman for Lochaber 
police said: ‘Police in Fort William 
are carrying out enquiries after 
the remains of a man were 
found by a member of the 
public in the An Aird area of the 
town. There are no suspicious 
circumstances, however, police 
are keen to speak with anyone 
with information on a male 
aged in his late 50s who has 
been sleeping rough in the area 
recently.’

Anyone with information is 
should contact local police 
on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111.

Body found at An 
Aird, Fort William

A FORMER building yard in 
Fort William has been demol-
ished on the site earmarked for a 
new fast food restaurant. 

But despite Modern Builders on 
North road, latterly Nevis garden 
centre and John Disher Floor-
coverings, being flattened on 
Friday, a spokeswoman for KFC 
refused to confirm whether or 
not the restaurant will go ahead. 
Herbal Eastern limited has had 
planning permission for the KFC 
since August last year and at the 
time of approval a spokesperson 
said it hoped to open in 2015. But 
there had been no sign of work to 
prepare the site until last week 
when a construction team began 
to bring down the building. A 

member of staff working for 
Corramore, the construction 
team working on the demolition, 
told the Oban Times they were 
working on behalf of KFC but a 
spokeswoman for the food chain 
said there is ‘no update’. She 
said: ‘The existing building has 
been demolished for safety rea-
sons but the actual development 
hasn’t yet started.’

Although the KFC plan has 
been welcomed in the town, the 
demolition has been emotional 
for two Fort William families, 
as the building that previously 
housed their family business, 
Modern Builders, was brought to 
the ground. 

Mick Beacham and his friend 

Charlie Mount erected the 
building in the 1960s and used 
it as a base while working on a 
number of buildings in Lochaber, 
including houses and Kilmallie 
community centre. 

Modern buildings closed in 
1979 but Mr Beacham’s daugh-
ter, Veronica Beacham, said it 
was ‘heart breaking’ to see the 
building disappear. She said: 
‘It sounds silly because it’s just 
a building but after losing both 
of my parents that building felt 
like such a big part of my dad 
because he built it, so it’s really 
heartbreaking to see it go.’

If the development goes ahead, 
KFC will be built at the entrance 
to the North road retail park.



8 NEWS/FEATURE Thursday 28 May, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

NEW SPRING MENU
Our new season menu is reflecting spring even if the 

weather isn’t. With British Asparagus, Argyll Lamb and 
some of the old favorites there is something for everyone.

Our Light Bite Menu with 2 courses for £14.50 and 
a la carte are both available at lunch and dinner.

Booking Advised call 

01631 569900
104 GEORGE STREET, OBAN, ARGYLL PA34 5NT

WWW.COASTOBAN.CO.UK

THE BEST FROM THE LAND AND SEA

The Light of India 
Tandoori Restaurant

Established 1984

We would like to welcome all new 
customers. Fully Licenced, Open from 

12 noon 2pm and 5pm -12am
The First Indian Restaurant in Argyll

Established for 31 years
43 Stevenson Street, Oban 

 Tel: 01631 563728

To advertise in the Oban Times please call our sales team on 01631 568000

APPIN’S Erin Jackson, eight, 
won the national trophy for the 
beginner’s section at Invergarry 
Highland dancing competition.

This was only Erin’s fourth 
competition with dance teacher 
Trisha McKay whom she been 
taking dancing lessons for three 
years. 

Erin attends Strath of Appin 
Primary school. Mum, Claire 
said: ‘Erin loves dancing and her 
dance teacher Trisha McKay.’

A GROUP of colourful bikers 
gathered at Lorne and Islands 
hospital to raise funds for Mac-
millan Cancer Support.

Established in 2008, Breast 
Way Round Scotland is a gather-
ing of bikers who ‘take over’ the 
west coast for a weekend, to raise 
funds.

Chrissie Evans, chairwoman 
of Breast Way Round Scotland, 
said: ‘We’ve raised almost 
£300,000 since our first year. 

‘Although the target is £100 
per person, everyone usually 
smashes that. 

‘We’ve ridden from Kilmar-
nock today, but there are people 
from all over Scotland and parts 
of England who have made the 
trip.’

Costumes included men in 
dresses, pink bras over biker 
clothes, pink helmets, with one 
rider deciding to dress as Elmo 
from Sesame Street. 

Macmillan staff at the hospital 
greeted the bikers. 

The charity fundraisers  en-
joyed tea, coffee and cake in the 
hospital before setting off for 
Fort William. 

There is no reason to go further 
afi eld for necessities, gifts and 
essential tasks, Oban has it all. 

Local business owners 
form relationships with their 
customers, they get on a fi rst 
name basis, and they learn their 
preferences. 

Sounds like an old fashioned 
concept perhaps, but this is the 
kind of service to expect when 
going local. 

Dining locally is a no-brainer 
in the Seafood Capital of 
Scotland. 

People come from all over 
the world to enjoy the fare 
right on Oban’s doorstep, but 
can enjoy this delicious bounty 
anytime. 

Fine dining establishments 
such as Coast in Oban and The 
Barn Bar and Restaurant in Ler-
ags off er the best of the west, 
from seafood and fi sh to Argyll 
venison, beef, duck and lamb. 

Coast, which is international-
ly recognized for its fi ne dining 
using fresh local ingredients 
in a relaxed, welcoming at-

mosphere, is a perfect spot 
for celebrations and special 
occasions. 

it also has an excellent fi ne 
wine range.

The Barn Bar and Restaurant 
participates in the ‘Taste Our 
Best’ scheme, which is an as-
surance of quality in local food, 
and its cosy, friendly ambience 
in a lovely country setting 
keeps the locals coming back 
week after week. 

These and other fi ne restau-
rants, cafés and pubs compete 

with any in the world for 
quality. 

There are attractions, 
museums and activities for 
the entire family and they are 
right here for locals to enjoy 
year round. The Scottish Sea 
Life Sanctuary in Barcaldine 
off ers a fun family day out no 
matter the weather, with more 
than 5,000 sea creatures, a play 
area and a coff ee shop. So the 
next time the kids complain of 
boredom, be a hero and head 
to a cool local attraction that 

the whole family will love. 
How about a ‘staycation’? 
There’s no need to bother 

with airline tickets and travel 
insurance when there are so 
many lovely local lodgings in 
gorgeous west coast settings. 
Ardoran Marine Holiday 
Cottages in Lerags are only a 
ten-minute drive from Oban, 
but it’s a world away. 

Overlooking Loch Feochan, 
these secluded chalets feature 
modern amenities, as well as 
fi ve acres of woodland and a 

wildlife-watching lookout. 
Whether planning a romantic 

getaway or a family break, there 
are cottages that sleep up to six. 

Everyone needs help with his 
or her vehicle at some point, 
and garages such as S. D. Mac-
dougall Auto Services in Oban 
come to the rescue. 

Specialising in all makes 
and models, Alastair and his 
friendly staff  provide repairs, 
servicing, bodywork and MOT 
testing. 

With collection and delivery 

as well as courtesy cars avail-
able, every customer gets the 
royal local treatment.                                                                                                                         

Eating food at Argyll’s fi rst 
Indian restuarant at The Light 
of India off ers customers the 
opportunity to enjoy top class 
food with genuine fl avours of  
the north and south.

Light of India supports a hos-
pital in Dehli for people unable 
to aff ord health care. 

China Licensed Restuarant 
has been established in Oban 
for many years and is a favour-

ite of Obanites who want to 
have an authentic Chinese or 
European meal.

Staff  can accommodate 
every diet and taste seven days 
a week.

Situated in the shadow of 
Oban distillery the restuarant 
is open for lunfh and dinner 
and can accomodate families 
and large groups. 

Trying before you buy. From 
whisky to cheese to jams- local 
shops and producers usually 
off er samples. 

Appin dancer wins 
national trophy at 
fourth competition

The Breast Way Round Scotland bikers in Oban. 16_t22bikers01

Pink bikers 
‘take over’ 
Highlands

A GROUP of Oban high 
school pupils have donated 
money to the Children’s 
Hospice Association Scotland 
(CHAS).

The money was raised by 
making crafts, as part of the 
senior pupils’ personal devel-
opment award, which were 
sold at parents night, raising 
more than £130.  

The children donated £100 
to CHAS, with £30 going to 
school funds.

 A cheque presentation was 
made to Alison Rennie from 
CHAS last week. 

Alison also ran two work-
shops with modern studies 
pupils.

This give youngsters an 
insight into the running and 
funding of charities.

She said: ‘CHAS is the 
only charity in Scotland that 
provides vital hospice services 
for children and young people 
with life-shortening condi-

tions, supporting over 300 
families, as well as a signifi-
cant number of families who 
receive bereavement support. 

‘Our services are funded 
mainly through the generosity 
of our many supporters who 
help us to raise more than £9 
million needed each year to 
provide these much needed 
hospice services.’

For more information about 
the charity’s work, visit: www.
chas.org.uk.

Craft sale raises ‘much 
needed’ cash for CHAS

Youth development boost

like us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

 Nona Thomas, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award development offi  cer, Emily 

Robertson, Graham MacQueen of the McQueen Brothers Charitable Trust, 

Roanna Clark of Argyll and Bute Youth Services with Kayleigh Campbell, 

Naomi Campbell and Gene Palmer. 16_t22mcqueen01

THE MacQueen Brothers 
Charitable Trust has donated 
£1,000 to Argyll and Bute Youth 
Services.

The money will go towards a 
number of projects working to 
improve the relationships be-
tween younger and older people 
that are currently run by the 
youth services.

This will include the Argyll and 
Bute Youth Awards.

The event celebrates and high-
lights outstanding contributions 
made by young people in Argyll 
and Bute, who have made a 
difference to their local commu-
nity, and the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award.
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Thieves in action 
around Lochaber  

POLICE in Lochaber are 
appealing for information 
about the following crimes in 
Lochaber. 

Overnight on Sunday May 24 
an out building of the Indian 
Garden restaurant on High 
street, Fort William, was broken 
into and several items were 
removed. It is possible a vehicle 
was used by the suspects.

During the night of Thursday 
May 21 in the Drimnatorran 
area of Strontian wheelie bins 
were stolen. 

On Tuesday May 19 a pedal 
bike was stolen from Fort 
William High street. The bike is 
a front suspension Scott Aspect 
mountain bike, in black with 
white fl ashes.

Overnight on Monday May 18 
on Lundavra road, Fort William 
a Hilti Still saw was removed 
from an outbuilding of a 
residential property.  

The saw is red with white 
writing in on it.

Anyone with information 
about these crimes is asked 
to contact local police 
on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800555111 
or crimestoppers-uk.org. 

‘ALL MEMORIES’ are fond 
memories, said Sam Clark of 
his time as head teacher at 
Ballachulish primary school, as 
he prepares for retirement next 
month. 

The 59-year-old has been rector 
of the village school since 1983, 
having previously worked at Up-
per Achintore and Banavie since 
he moved to Lochaber from Ayr, 
but will step down at the end of 
term after 32 happy years. 

Ready to take his place is 
Carol Divers,  who has taught 
the primary one to three class 
at Ballachulish for the last five 
years. 

Mr Clark said: ‘When I came 
here I thought I would come to 
school, stay there for a few years 
and move on but then we had 

Skye guest house 
wins third award
A GUEST house on Skye 
has been named the best 
independent hotel at a 
national award ceremony. 

Annie Gracie and Ken Gunn, 
owners of Duisdale House, 
Sleat, picked up the accolade 
last week at the Catering in 
Scotland Excellence awards 
in Glasgow. 

This is the third prize this 
year for the 18-bedroom 
hotel, after winning best 
hotel for informal dining and 
best wedding hotel in the 
islands at the Scottish Hotel 
awards 2015 earlier this year. 

Ms Gracie said: ‘We’re 
ecstatic about winning 
the title although it came 
as another surprise. 

‘Our hard-working 
team believes in constant 
innovation, high quality 
cuisine based on local 
produce, promotion of 
tourism in beautiful Skye 
and Lochalsh and our yacht 
gives us a dynamic and 
environmentally friendly 
edge.’ 

Ceilidh couple in 
appeal for votes

A COUPLE who tour the west 
Highlands providing ceilidh 
music for care homes are in 
with a chance of receiving 
£5,000. 

Niall and Sadie Gordon take 
their show Cùramcheol all over 
Lochaber and Skye playing 
music for residents but are 
struggling to cover the costs of 
travelling.

The pair have the opportunity 
to receive £5,000 from Aviva 
insurance’s community fund 
but are relying on votes from 
the public to secure the money. 

Votes can be cast at https://
community-fund.aviva.co.uk/
voting/Project/View/257 until 
the closing date on Saturday, 
May 30. 

PUPILS of Lochyside RC 
primary school embarked on a 
two-mile walk to visit their new 
school.

To mark ‘walk to school week’ 
the children set off to visit the 
building site that will become 
their new school when they 
merge with Fort William RC 
primary. 

The pupils will have a year 
together at Lochyside before 
moving to the new St Columba’s 
RC in Caol when it opens in 
August 2016.

ALMOST 200 homes in Fort 
William are now warmer and 
more cost efficient, as insulation 
work has been completed. 

The first year of the work is now 
over and external wall insulation 
has been installed in 181 flats 
in Caol and Upper Achintore 
during this time, as part of a 
Scottish government energy 
efficiency scheme. 

More than 1,000 properties 
across the Highlands will benefit 
from the Home Energy Efficienty 
Programme For Scotland - Area 
Based Scheme (HEEP-ABS), 
carried out by Eon energy, 
which will keep homes warmer 
and reduce heating bills for 
householders.

Highland councillor Thomas 
MacLennan, leader of Lochaber 
area committee of Highland 
council, said: ‘I am very pleased 
that people in the Lochaber 
wards are benefitting from the 
first year of the HEEP-ABS 

A FIRE has destroyed a 
building and machinery at a 
sawmill on Lewis. 

The blaze near Lews Castle 
college, Stornoway, was 
attended by 22 firefighters 
and three appliances after 
it was reported at 5am on 
Tuesday. 

Fire and rescue officers 
from the area will carry out 
an investigation into the cause 
of the fire but must wait until 
the roof is made safe. 

Steve Oliver, Stornoway 
station manager, said: 
‘The fire was very close to 
administrative offices and 
other workshops and crews 
worked very hard to preserve 
as much of the building as 
they could.

‘The roof is in an unsafe 
state and will require 
to be made safe before 
investigations can commence.’

WORK has begun to replace 
two bridges on the scenic 
‘road to the isles’ as part of 
a £10 million improvement 
scheme. 

Construction on Grabh 
bridge, five miles west of 
Glenfinnan on the A830 Fort 
William to Mallaig route, 
began on Monday (May 25), 
and will be followed by the 
nearby Utha bridge three 
weeks later. 

A total of nine bridges on 
the road will be replaced by 
BEAR Scotland over the next 
few years, including the Dearg 
bridge which was completed 
last year. 

The new structures will 
feature a widened carriageway 
and increased safety barrier 
protection.

During the work, temporary 
bridges and traffic lights 
will be in place, along with 
a reduced speed limit of 30 
miles per hour. 

Eddie Ross, BEAR 
Scotland’s north west unit 
representative, said: ‘I am 
pleased to continue with 
the next phase of the bridge 
replacement scheme, which 
will see a great improvement 
to the A830.

‘The new design of Garbh 
and Utha bridges has taken 
into account the complex 
environmental challenges of 
each location and have been 
designed to recycle as much of 
the old bridges as possible. 

‘The replacements will 
create low maintenance 
bridges designed to last for 
many years to come.

‘We have worked to 
minimise disruption as much 
as possible by installing 
temporary bridges to ensure 
the A830 remains open, 
and while no considerable 
delays are expected, we 
encourage motorists to plan 
their journeys ahead where 
possible.’

TIMESLINE

ALL CHANGE: Sam Clark, right, hands over the head teacher reins to 
Carol Divers after 32 years 20_f22sam01

has worked on. He added: ‘The 
extension meant we could finally 
have something as simple as a 
staff room which we didn’t have 
before but the nursery was the 
biggest bonus. 

‘Before the primary one topics 
were about colours and making 
sure the children knew their 
numbers but that’s all done at 
nursery now so the wee ones are 
much better prepared for school.

‘Plus they’re used to the envi-
ronment so they don’t come in 
to primary one to a whole new 
environment so they’re not cry-
ing at the gates on their first day, 
although a lot of the mums are!’ 

Mr Clark plans to spend his 
new-found free time visiting his 
family, including his two daugh-
ters in Edinburgh, gardening 
and getting round to the ‘ever 
growing list of chores’ made by 
his wife.

Head teacher hands over 
the reins of village school

ALL CHANGE AT BALLACHULISH PRIMARY AS RECTOR STANDS DOWN AFTER 32 YEARS

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

a family and Ballachulish is a 
lovely place to bring up children 
so it’s home now. I definitely plan 
to stay in the area.’ 

Looking back at his time in 
the school, Mr Clark said his 
strangest experience was coming 
across two ducks in the staff 
toilets.

He said: ‘One of the children 
came to me and said ‘there’s 
ducks in the toilets’ and I thought 
‘no way’ but sure enough there 
they were. We’ve also had cows 
and sheep in the playground but 
it’s all part of having a school in 
a rural area and it’s all good fun.

‘All of my memories are fond 
ones, the things the children say 
and do are hilarious and nothing 
surprises me anymore.’

In his 32 years, Mr Clark 
said adding the nursery to 
Ballachulish primary in 2000 
was the biggest development he 

scheme that will carry out 
insulation improvements to more 
than 1,000 properties across the 
Highlands. 

‘The council is committed to 
reducing the region’s carbon 
emissions and attaining a low 
carbon Highlands and this 
initiative is helping to achieve 
this. 

‘All seven Lochaber members 
are supporting this programme 
which also to helps reduce fuel 
poverty in the area.’

Nigel Dewbery, head of 
obligation delivery at Eon, said: 
‘The external wall insulation we 
can offer, funded through the 
HEEP-ABS scheme and from 
Eon’s commitment to the energy 
company obligation, could be 
available for some years to come 
and I am delighted that together 
we are helping some of the more 
vulnerable families in society to 
manage their energy costs for the 
long term.’

WARMER TIMES: representatives from Highland council, Lochaber housing association and Eon energy 
gathered to mark the completion of insulation work in Fort William 20_f22fl ats01

Work to 
replace 
bridges gets 
under way

Blaze rips 
through 
Lewis 
sawmill

Warmer homes 
in Fort William  

STEPPING OUT: Sonny Kardas, left, and 
Benjamin O’Sullivan, both primary two, 

lead their classmates on a two-mile 
walk to visit their new school

Classmates 
stride out 
to visit new 
school site 

WORKING HARD: Inverlochy primary pupils took part in a whole-school 
litter pick to clean up the village. The children worked hard around the 

village and An Aird on Friday 

A DOCTOR from Skye has helped 
Scotland become the first country 
in the world to introduce standard 
guidelines for dealing with concus-
sion in sport. 

NHS Highland rural practitioner 
Jonathan Hanson served on the 
working group as a representative 
of the Camanachd Association and 
helped to draw up the new guidance 
which was unveiled last week. 

Dr Hanson said: ‘There has long 
been confusion on the management 

of concussion, with individual 
sports having different policies.

‘Now, there is a single reference 
point in Scotland for the diagnosis 
and management of sports-related 
concussion. This makes it easier for 
medics and for those taking part in 
and organising sport.’

The new guidance is intended to 
cover all sport and is particularly 
designed for occasions where 
medics may not be immediately 
available. 

Skye doctor’s leading role in 
new concussion guidelines

THE ISLE of Eigg summer 
craft and produce fair 
kicks off  on Monday 
(June 1). 

The event runs every 
Monday until September 
7 in the Eigg community 
hall. 

Home cooked lunches, 
snacks and fresh bread 
are all available at the 
fair, as well as crafts, 
art, plants, knitwear, 
jewellery and preserves, 
all from local producers.  

Eigg craft and 
produce fair

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

cask and still

Keep up to date with 
all things whisky on 
our Facebook and 
Twitter pages. 

A NEW 

84-PAGE
WHISKY 
MAGAZINE

Free

AVAILABLE IN SELECTED WHISKY MERCHANTS & BARS

caskandstillmagazine.co.uk
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing ed-
itor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to 
print them. Names and 

postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or 
those supplied without a 

contact telephone number 
will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

SPONSORS

LAST 
WEEK’S 

SOLUTION

SUMMER EDITION 
OUT NOW

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com
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Across
7 Useful humour? (9,4)
8 Large Maple tree (8)
9 Nonexistent (4)
10 Withdraw (7)
12 Thumb (5)
14 Energy source (5)
16 Scottish wind instrument (7)
19 Harsh cry (4)
20 To form a sore skin complaint (8)
22 One to take advantage (13)

Down
1 City which regretted letting in a horse (4)
2 Cream cake (6)
3 Camp (7)
4 Be silent, in music (5)
5 Spirit in Muslim belief (6)
6 Beanie (8)
11 Taking you where you feel good about 

yourself? (3,5)
13 Preventative treatment (7)
15 Be that as it may (6)
17 Noncompromiser (6)
18 A council (5)
21 Group of a few (4)

Housing stock must 
be for local residents
Sir,
I read your story last week, Thursday 
May 21, about Lochaber housing 
association renting out houses 
to private contractors for their 
employees. 

How many other properties are 
rented out to contractors or other 
businesses for their work force 
by government-run organisations 
including Lochaber housing 
association, Highland Council, 
Hanover?

With the current housing shortage 
in the area, surely this policy must 
come to an end as there are so many 
local people homeless or others in 
expensive private rented housing. 

Should it not be the contractors or 
the other businesses who rent from 
private landlords leaving the housing 
stock in the public domain?

This would not eliminate the 
housing shortage but would help 
alleviate it.
Colin MacLeod, Caol, Fort William.

High standard of care 
at Lynn of Lorne home

Sir,
I write with regard to the article 
about Lynn of Lorn care home, 
Benderloch. 

My mother has been a resident 

This week’s fl ashback photograph comes from the fi les of The Oban Times and features the Mull team which took part 
in the island’s inaugural rugby 7s tournament in May 1985. Readers Megan S Whyte and Ewan MacPherson helped 
identify the players. Ewen said: ‘It was the fi rst time on Mull for me. I stayed at Donald MacLennan’s folks house in 

Salen. It was a beautiful warm day with lots of teams playing.’ Back row: John Rutherford, Richard Henderson, Michael 
Grace, Fergus Whyte, Donald MacLennan. Front row: Creon Carmichael, Angus MacColl and Allan Cameron. Missing 
from this team is Reay White who was another fantastic rugby player from the island.’ Digital versions of fl ashback 

photos for The Oban Times can be sent to editor@obantimes.co.uk or prints sent in to Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a print returned should include a stamped, addressed envelope.

First folk charity single
A WHOLE host of fine Glasgow-based musicians have 
been involved in the release of the first folk collaborative 
charity single in aid of Erskine charity for war veterans. 

The track was released on Monday May 18 and features 
the pipes played by Lance Corporal Donald Patterson 
from the 4th Cameron Highlanders, who was killed 100 
years ago at the WWI battle of Festubert. 

The tune, called Our Heroes and written by Gary Innes, 
is very moving and well worth downloading to support a 
great cause.

An Lochran session

NEXT Wednesday, June 3, regulars at the Partick Brewing 
Company on Dumbarton Road will be tapping their feet 
to the Gaelic songs and tunes of the An Lochran Gaelic 
session. 

No-one is ever quite sure who is going to be there - there 
is often a great array of different nationalities and cultures 
enjoying the music and having a go at Gaelic - but I 
imagine this week there will be a fair amount of musicians 
returned from Oban and looking for a few tunes to clear 
off the post-Skerryvore Decade blues.

Glasgow Skye keeping busy

AFTER a few weeks recovering from its excellent 150th 
anniversary celebrations, Glasgow Skye Association is 
preparing to finish off the season for the summer. 

Next week, Wednesday June 3, the association will hold 
its annual general meeting (AGM) in Partick burgh hall 
and two days later it will hold its end-of-session social at 
the Redhurst hotel, Giffnock. 

The Glasgow Uist and Barra association and the Glasgow 
Sutherland association hold their AGMs this week.

An Lochran at West End festival

Tuesday June 9: Togaibh Fonn, Gaelic singing workshop 
at Coffee and Craic, 74 Elderslie Street. 
Saturday June 13: A’ Mhuir (The Sea), Gaelic themed 
‘book bug’ session (0-3 years) at The Gaelic Books 
Council, 32 Mansfield Street.
Tuesday June 16: Togaibh Fonn, Gaelic singing workshop 
at Coffee and Craic, 74 Elderslie Street. 
Saturday June 20: Na Neonachain (Aliens Love 
Underpants), at the Gaelic Books Council, 32 Mansfield 
Street. 
Tuesday June 23: Togaibh Fonn, Gaelic singing workshop 
at Coffee and Craic, 74 Elderslie Street.
Wednesday June 24: Seisean-ciùil (traditional music 
session), at the Lismore, 206 Dumbarton Road.

What’s on

Thursday May 28: Glasgow Uist and Barra Association 
AGM, Lourdes Secondary School. 

CHA ROBH ann ach samhla 
air atharrachadh an inbhe agus 
follaiseachd na Gàidhlig ach 
dhearbh litreachadh dà-chànanach 
air bhan le Còmhdhail na h-Alba, a 
chunnaic mi deas air Glaschu, às ùr 
dhomh an t-adhartas a th’ air tighinn 
air cùisean ann an deichead. 

Chan urrainnear a ràdh gur e Achd 
na Gàidhlig is mathair-adhbhar dhan 
adhartas sin uile ach chruthaich an 
deasbad a dh’ionnsaigh na ciad Achd 
Gàidhlig seo aonta eadar-phartaidh 
ann am Pàrlamaid na h-Alba. 
Dhearbh an Achd cuideachd gum bi 
riaghaltas mothachail air dleastanas 
leantainneach a thaobh na Gàidhlig. 

’S e ceum sònraichte a bh’ anns 
an Achd ach cha robh duine againn 
a bha an sàs a’ sùileachadh gun 
slànaicheadh seo uile thrioblaidean 
na Gàidhlig, tha an uallach as 
motha gu bhith daonnan air luchd-
cleachdaidh a’ chànain. Ach tha 
an co-ionannachd spèis a tha an 
Achd a’ gealltainn cudromach 
agus tha làn-chòir aig Gàidheil 
a bhith a’ sùileachadh dìon bho 
gheur-leanmhainn, agus tha e 
tàmailteach da-rìribh nuair a 
chithear pàipearan-naidheachd 
Albannach a’ ceadachadh dha luchd-

sgrìobhaidh cholbhan leithid sin de 
bhurraidheachd a chur an clò! ’S e 
latha bochd a th’ ann dha iris sam 
bith a tha a’ tighinn beò air droch 
dhìol mion-choimhearsnachd!

Ann an ùpraid phoilitigeach na 
seachdain seo chaidh cha robh guth 
air aonta eadar-phartaidh a thaobh 
na Gàidhlig agus mo bheannachd 
air Johann NicLaomain airson 
còraichean a dualchais a sheasamh!

Dh’fhuiling cliù a’ Bhuill Pàrlamaid 
Alasdair MacIlleMhìcheil nuair 
a b’ fheudar dha aideachadh gur 
esan a cheadaich fiosrachadh nach 
robh fìor a leigeil ma sgaoil ron an 
Taghadh Choitcheann a thaobh 
còmhradh eadar Prìomh Mhinistear 
na h-Albann, Nicola Sturgeon, 
agus Tosgaire na Frainge, Sylvie 
Bermann.  ’S e mo bheachd gun do 
dh’fhuiling ìomhaigh a’ phartaidh a 
tha MacIlleMhìcheil a’ riochdachadh 
agus an dreuchd a bh’ aige mar 
Rùnaire na h-Alba mòran damaiste, 
agus theagamh fiù ’s ìomhaigh Bhuill 
Pàrlamaid san fharsaingeachd! Chan 
iongnadh ceistean a bhith gan togail 
a thaobh na taice a bha MacIlle 
Mhìcheil air a ghleidheadh nan robh 
am fiosrachadh air nochdadh na 
bu tràithe, agus an robh fiù ‘s aon 

Bhall Albannach air a bhith aig na 
Libearalaich Dheamocrataigeach 
ann an Westminster? 

Canaidh cuid nach eil an seo ach 
rud a tha àbhaisteach ann an strì 
phoilitigeach agus nach bu chòir cus 
a dhèanamh dheth, ach ’s neònach 
mura bi mòran a’ faighneachd càite 
bheil fìrinn a’ stad agus mealladh 
a’ tòiseachadh? Càite faodadh 
an loidhne a bhith am measg nan 
geallaidhean a thugadh ron taghadh?

TEN YEARS ago, the first Gaelic 
Language Act of the Scottish 
Parliament marked an historic 
degree of cross-party agreement, but 
sadly this had been forgotten by last 
week as new MPs swearing oaths of 
allegiance in Gaelic were ridiculed.

Congratulations to Johann Lamont 
MSP for defending her culture and 
heritage.

Meanwhile MP Alasdair 
Carmichael’s admission of a 
pre-election ‘error of judgement’ 
regarding a conversation between 
Nicola Sturgeon and the French 
Ambassador has damaged his own 
and his party’s reputation.  
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Thursday May 28: Glasgow Sutherland Association 
AGM in the Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes, 937 
Dumbarton Road, at 7.30pm.
Wednesday June 3: Glasgow Skye Association AGM 
Partick Burgh Hall.
Wednesday June 3: An Lòchran traditional music session 
at the Partick Brewing Company.
Friday June 5: Glasgow Skye Association end-of-session 
social, Redhurst hotel, Giffnock.

Pub scene

Park Bar: Thursday May 28: Session. Friday May 29: 
Heron Valley. Saturday May 30: Martainn  Skene. Sunday 
May 31: Martainn Skene.

Islay Inn: Friday May 29: Twist of Fate. 
Saturday May 30: Parting Glass. Wednesday June 3: quiz 
night.

there for 18 months and has received 
a very high standard of care and has 
expressed her feeling of being well 
looked after on many occasions. 

She has been coming to terms 
with losing a leg at 91 years of age.
The staff are always very caring and 
attend to details in a personal way. 

I have always felt very supported 
as a relative. I have found an open 
and honest culture with the new 
management and have seen many 
of the positive and innovative 
changes benefiting the residents’ 
quality of life. Lasting change and 
increasing improvement always 
takes time to implement. I can only 
say a huge thank you to all members 
of staff from my mum and myself.
Rosie Robinson, North Connel.

Staff  doing excellent 
job caring for elderly

Sir,
I would like to voice my thoughts 
on the report in The Oban Times 
regarding care in the Lynn of Lorne 
care home, Benderloch. 

I have been playing the accordion to 
the people there for more than 14 
years and I’m sure the excellent care 
by staff that I have seen over 
those years will far outweigh any 
misdemeanors there may have been. 

I would not like the report to 
reflect on those people that give such 
excellent care.
Alasdair Macdonald, by email.

Excellent treatment 
in Oban hospital
Sir,
I would like to say how excellently 
I was treated recently at Oban 
hospital.

I want to thank the doctors, nurses, 
the very friendly domestics, porters 
and kitchen staff - great food.  

Also, in accident and emergency, 
I was treated quickly and with care.  
Special thanks to Dr Ella and nurse 
Kirsty, ward A.  

My husband and son also spent 
time in hospital and got the same 
care and friendliness as I did in ward 
1 and A.  You can all take a bow.
M MacIntyre, Oban.

Spot the ball winner 
can relax in recliner

Sir,
A few weeks ago I was lucky enough 
to win £25 in your spot the shinty ball 
competition.

The letter enclosed with my 
winnings asked me what I would 
buy. Well, I have bought an electric 
reclining chair from MacQueens for 
£20 which means the money has gone 
back into the community.

I feel MacQueens do a lot for the 
community around Oban. So thank 
you first to The Oban Times and 
second to MacQueens for the chair.
Agnes MacFadyen, Dunbeg.

Gary Innes, composer 
of charity single 
Our Heroes which 
is raising funds for 
Erskine hospital for 
war veterans

SHOULD teaching jobs be protected from council 
cuts? At the risk of other people losing their jobs 
instead? Why do we even have to choose?

It is an interesting dilemma. It raises the question 
of what matters more: teachers, who contribute to the 
economy through their employment and also provide 
the education for those who may contribute in future or 
those who are already contributing to the economy but 

are not teachers and therefore facing redundancy? How 
do you measure the worth of someone’s job? How do 
you decide who is needed and who is not? 

There is a sequence of events underway at Argyll and 
Bute regarding budget cuts that is going to leave no-one 
better off. The Scottish government might be against 
austerity but a lack of investment in local government is 
going to have a severe affect on everyone. 
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All aboard the QM2

QUEEN MARY II lay majestically off the back of Kerrera from Oban Bay last 

Friday, making her maiden visit to Oban. The Oban Times was invited on 

board to see the interior of the world famous ship.

The 345-metre long transatlantic ocean liner, the sixth largest in the world, 

was shrouded in mist until shortly after 10 am but she made her presence 

felt shortly after 6am with loud blasts of her horn. 

Staff  aboard say that her horn, transferred from the first Queen Mary ship, 

can be heard for 10 miles.

At midday the sun made an appearance and scattered light over the liner, 

which dwarfed passing Caledonian MacBrayne ferries.

The QM2 is equivalent to four Oban Mossfield pitches in length. Her size 

allows 2,500 passengers aboard and 1,600 staff - with one staff member for 

every two passengers.

Visitors on the ship were more than 1,500 British people, with 400 American 

citizens and Japanese, Korean, Australian and French people were amongst 

the many other travellers.

Ship captain Christopher Wills said his job was like ‘driving a car’.

Captain Willis, who had never sailed to Oban before, said: ‘The reason we 

added Oban to our itinerary is that we were invited to come here.

‘Oban is a famous seafaring destination and to be in the Firth of Lorne 

is quite something. Although we cannot see much of it today I know that 

there is outstanding scenery outside.’

Captain Willis praised harbour staff in Oban for their good communication. 

He continued: ‘Oban seems to have everything a port would need – a great 

landing site in the centre of the town. Ample space to get the tour buses 

into the area. 

‘Lots to do for the many passengers who are not going on a day trip and 

lovely places to eat and drink.’

Journalists aboard the ship from World of Cruising, The Liverpool Echo, 

and other Scottish newspapers were impressed at the organisation in Oban. 

John Honeywell, editor of World of Cruising, said: ‘It is quite wonderful 

sitting here on this ship just outside Oban Bay. I cannot understand why 

more cruise ships don’t come to this area.

‘The scenery is second to none.’

MAJESTIC: Dinner and dancing  in the Queen’s ballroom

Caption

DRINKING IT IN: BBC Alba takes in the view

READING: Joyce Jackson (left) and Seila Kelsall from Ecclestone in the ship’s libraryBOTTOMS UP: even guests aboard the ship were amazed at the QM2’s vast size

FERRY SMALL: It’s the wee CalMac boat

DECORATIVE: The grand hallway CHEERS: Champagne bar

CIVILITIES: Captain Chris Wills and Councillor Elaine Robertson at a champagne and caviar reception
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Overlooking Castlebay, you will 
discover traditional hospitality, great 
comfort and friendly service. Local 
seafood and shellfish with fine wine 
list. All rooms en suite, TV, telephone 
and tea making facilities.

CASTLEBAY HOTEL
t: 01871 810223   f: 01871 810455
e: info@castlebayhotel.com w: www.castlebayhotel.com

Isle Of Barra, 
HS9 5XD

Tel: 01631 565911

NEW TO OBAN
Balloon arch, heart, star and columns available for 
hire in your choice of colour. Why not have a beautiful 
wishing tree at your Wedding?

All modern chair covers and sashes in a great 
selection of colours. Table centre pieces and 
beautiful glass, all available to view.

Oban Creations 
        4 Occasions
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WITH a gorgeous natural 
backdrop and a plethora of 
fairytale venues, the West 
Highlands is a renowned 

wedding destination, for local 
couples and from those com-
ing from the furthest corners 

of the world. 
A wedding may be the biggest party a 

couple will ever organise, so nothing 

should be left to chance. The Oban 

Times Summer Wedding guide will help 

the bride and groom plan their perfect 

day. And a few tips will help make the 

process even smoother. 

Compromise is an essential part of the 

wedding planning. This may be the big-

gest day of a bride’s life, but the groom 

can be involved as well. He may not be 

interested in the colours, the cake or the 

bridesmaids’ dresses, and, in fact, he may 

not even care about the details- all he is 

thinking about is how happy his blushing 

bride will make him. But by asking him to 

make some important decisions, such as 

setting a budget, choosing groomsmen’s 

honeymoon, the bride won’t feel like she 

is doing everything- and he gets to put 

in his two pence-worth. Our advertisers 

can help make decisions as well, taking 

some of the strain off the couple. With 

that in mind, here is the Oban Times’ 

four-point plan to help organise the big 

day with a minimum of stress.

1. Set a realistic budget. Weddings can 

be expensive, so make a priority list 

and be ready to compromise. Our 

advertisers can help with this. And 

remember, years from now, everyone 

will remember the love and the fun, 

not whether they ate the most costly 

2. Decide on a date. Speak to the cele-

the date penned in before you make 

any plans. Then the venue can be 

booked and invitations printed. 

3. Make a plan. By keeping a to-do list 

and planning well ahead, the busy bride 

can stay organised and keep on top of 

tasks. Keep records of everything, from 

discussions with the venue manager 

and caterer to fabric swatches. 

4. Divide and conquer. Think about 

the skills of people in the wedding 

party and family and ask them to be 

involved. Does Aunt Mary have mad 

calligraphy skills? Have her address 

the invitations. Is the bridesmaid a 

keen baker? Ask if she can make the 

cake. And for everything else, the 

friendly and knowledgeable Oban 

Times advertisers have all the bases 

covered- it’s what they do. 

Enjoy the day. After months of stressful 

planning, by the time the wedding day 

arrives, the bride and groom can be at 

the end of their tether. But if they let the 

professionals do their jobs and allow their 

family and friends to pamper and assist 

in the last details, the stressed out couple 

can transform into the happy couple - 

how it’s supposed to be. Just relax, smile 

and enjoy! 

the drury
Luxurious exclusive hire villa in Oban

drury

the 
drury

  the drury

Weddings, conferences and special events

Our recently renovated function suite offers an elegant and 
modern space for your special day with a large dining area, 

kitchen facility and two bars.
Catering for large numbers, the venue has a capacity of 200 for 

a sit-down meal and up to 500 for an evening reception.

 T: e:

    Summer
      Weddings

Thursday 28 May, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk
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Advertise in the
Community
Noticeboard

for just £16.21
 (plus VAT)

This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD
To advertise

in the
WHAT’S ON

COMMUNITY
NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

The Year of Food and Drink 
is a chance to spotlight, 
celebrate and promote 
Scotland’s natural larder and 
quality produce to people 
and visitors.

As part of the Year of Food and Drink Scotland, the 
Oban Times has teamed up with local businesses to 
celebrate the wealth of variety, quality and talent in 
this booming industry. 
Over the coming months, the paper will be 
promoting a selection of events, stories, restaurants, 
pubs and producers from the west coast. 
Each week, one business from the sector will be 
the focus of this exciting new column, along with a 
delicious recipe, so keep an eye out and allow the 
Oban Times to provide a taste of the fantastic food 
and drink available in the area.

Who is it?
The Lochnell Arms Hotel

What do they do?
Fresh produce from local suppliers, home-
made desserts, plus the very popular 
Sunday Carvery.

Where can I find them?
The Lochnell Arms Hotel is situated in 
North Connel, five miles from Oban.

Ingredients 
230gm Butter

340gm Dark brown 
sugar

Pinch salt
1tsp vanilla extract

2 eggs lightly 
beaten

280gm plain flour
half tsp bicarbonate
1tsp baking powder

240gm white 
chocolate.

Our food and drink column will appear 
weekly  in the coming months

If you would like your business to feature 
here please call us on

01631 568000

This week...

Loch nell Arms Hotel 
original recipe
Blondies

Lochnell Arms Hotel 

Overlooking beautiful Loch Etive and the 
Falls of Lora, Lochnell Arms in North Connel 
is the perfect spot for lunch or dinner. The 
menu changes seasonally and daily specials 
featuring local produce keep the menu fresh and 
exciting. Shortbread towers, freshly made tablet 
cheesecake and raspberry cranachan are just some 
of the homemade desserts on off er this season- a 
sweet ending to a fabulous meal.
Lochnell Arms presents the original mouth-
watering Sunday carvery every week from 12pm 
to 4pm. The whole family will fi nd something to 
love from the bountiful buff et, where the chef 
is on hand to serve up a sequence of dishes, 
including roast meats, such as beef, ham, turkey, 
fi sh or chicken, to a selection of potatoes and fresh 
seasonal vegetables- and, as always, a choice of 
delicious hot or cold desserts. 
Now that it’s summer, the sun terrace is open 
for those who like an al fresco experience. In its 
stunning setting, Lochnell Arms may seem off  the 
beaten path, but it is actually conveniently located 
fi ve miles north of Oban- and well worth a drive 
for the food and hospitality. For an enjoyable meal 
in a welcoming atmosphere, follow the north road 
from Oban to Connel, then turn right following 
the signs to Fort William. After crossing the bridge, 
take the fi rst left and go for 200 yards. Residents 
and non-residents are welcome and takeaway is 
available. 

Method
Pre-heat oven to 180/gas4
Lightly butter 23cm square cake tin.  Melt butter 
in sauce pan, whisk in sugar and salt till light & 
fluffy add vanilla and whisk again.  Remove from 
heat.  Add eggs to butter mix, stir well, sift flour, 
bicarbonate & baking powder into a large bowl, 
whisk into egg & butter mix slowly.  Leave to cool, 
fold in chocolate chunks & bake for 35-40mins.  
Crust firm & soft centre. OBAN & LORN 

LIONS CLUB
CHARITIES DAY

SATURDAY, JUNE 6

STATION SQUARE, OBAN

ALL WELCOME

To advertise in our community noticeboard call 01631 568000

OBAN U3A
Tuesday 2 June 2015 

at 10.30am
Studio Theatre and café 

area, Corran Halls, Oban.
A warm welcome to 

members new and old for 
our monthly coffee and 

chat meeting.

OBAN SOPRANOS: The choir from Oban’s Our Lady of Perpetual 
Succour School for Girls is being bussed to the national choir fi nals 
in the big, big city. 

And it’s an important day for The Sopranos - Orla, Kylah, (Ra)
Chell, Amanda Konky and Fionnula (the Cooler) - pub-crawling, 
shoplifting and body-piercing being the top priorities. 

Then it’s time to lose that competition - lose, because a nuclear 
sub has just anchored in the bay and, tonight, the Man Trap disco 

will be
delays

But a
clear fr
anyon

PS Th
the Na
Oban, 
moody

A LANDMARK building has been added to the Scottish landscape.
‘An Ceann Mòr’, Gaelic for large headland has been unveiled by 

Richard Lochhead MSP, cabinet secretary for rural affairs, food and the 
environment, at Inveruglas on the banks of Loch Lomond.

The eight-metre high, pyramid shaped structure is the fourth and 
final installation in the first pilot project for Scottish Scenic Routes – a 
Scottish government initiative designed to encourage visitors travelling 
along scenic tourist routes to stop and see much-loved views in a new way, 
helping to boost the local economy.

Designs for An Ceann Mòr were amongst 100 entries submitted to an 
architectural competition in 2013 to find young architects to create four 
distinct installations in four geographically spread locations around Loch 
Lomond and The Trossachs National Park. 

Three were realised last year at the Falls of Falloch, Balquihidder and 
Loch Lubnaig near Strathyre. The fourth occupies a secluded spot at 
Inveruglas on the west bank of Loch Lomond with spectacular views 
down the loch and over to the Arrochar Alps and Ben Lomond in the 
middle distance.

‘An Ceann Mòr’ was designed by Daniel Bar, Stephane Toussaint and 
Sean Edwards, who formed BTE Architects after winning the architec-
tural competition. The striking structure is clad in sustainable timber 
which, over time, will fade to a silver-grey to blend in with the landscape.

Fresh view on 
the bonnie, 
bonnie banks

NEW PERSPECTIVE: Gordon Watson, Lindsay McKay and
MSP Richard Lochhead with architects Daniel Barr and 

Stephane Toussaint at the new visitor destination. 

GLENCOE folk museum has received national 
accreditation for the next three years.

The certificate, awarded by Museum galleries 
Scotland, on behalf of Arts Council England, 
shows the Glencoe attraction has met nationally 
agreed standards for across the UK. 

Jenna Rose, curator at Glencoe folk museum, said: 
‘We are very pleased to have achieved full accredita-
tion and it shows we are committed to ensuring the 
collections are kept to a high standard.

‘Glencoe folk museum is one of the area’s top 
attractions and securing this status provides a major 
boost as we embark on a busy summer season.

‘A lot of hard work has gone into securing 
accreditation, and tribute has to be paid to our 
trainee, volunteers and trustees who have all 
contributed to this.’ 

AN EYE-CATCHING entry from Tarbert 
Academy pupil Sara Sinclair has won the Argyll 
and Bute regional competition for the 2015 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society’s schools 
poster competition. 

Kath M Mainland, chief executive of the society, 
said: ‘Sara’s design was chosen as the winner from 
all of the entries received from Argyll and Bute – 
it beautifully encapsulates the spirit of the Fringe 
and will be on display for everyone to see at the 
Museum of Childhood over the summer. 

‘I have no doubt Tarbert Academy, and Sara’s 
family and classmates are very proud of her.’

Twelve-year-old Sara’s work will now be 
displayed alongside other winners at a special 
exhibition in the city’s Museum of Childhood 
from May 28-August 31.

The competition, which has been running since 
1980, is to design a poster to reflect the fringe and 
is open to five-to-16-year-olds across the country.

The top three winners of the competition were 
to be announced at a ceremony and exhibition 
launch yesterday (May 27) at the museum.

LOCHABER high school’s annual summer 
concert has been confirmed for Tuesday, May 
9. 

The event will feature the junior wind band, 
big band and the award-winning senior wind 
band. 

Music will vary from classical to jazz, with 
tunes from films including the Hobbit, Titanic 
and James Bond. 

Head teacher Jim Sutherland said: ‘The 
senior wind band recently took part in the 
Scottish concert band festival in Perth concert 
hall. 

‘They, along with only one other band in 
the whole competition, were awarded a gold 
plus award and were commended on their 
musicality and team work.

‘Please come along and support Lochaber’s 
young award winning musicians.’

Free tickets are available from the school 
office.

Sara’s poster design is a Fringe  winner

Glencoe Folk 
Museum rewarded 
for hard work and 
high standards

School’s summer 
concert date is set

Small Paws Rescue

Home Baking Sale
Saturday 30th May

Pets at Home (Oban) 10am to 4pm.

Please come, buy  and enjoy, 
and support our animals!

FRINGE BENEFIT: Sara Sinclair’s festival fringe posterSara Sinclair

CREDIT: Jenna Rose, museum curator, (left) and Kirsty Ferguson, museum 
galleries Scotland trainee, with the accreditation certifi cate for Glencoe
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Entertainment 
Guide

Radio
Oban FM 
Community Radio - your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at www.obanfm.com
For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

THIS WEEK’S LISTINGS

MONDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Monday Morning With Andy and 
Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim Edge, 1700 Drivetime 
With Danni Hay, 1900 Rosie’s Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 
2100 David Cullen, 2200 American Jukebox with Michelle

TUESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show with Maggie May, 1000 Ken Hunter, 
1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 1330 The Quiz with Danni 
Hay, 1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 1900 
Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest Praise with Stuart, 2100 
Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 
Comfort Zone with Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell and Coll, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & Ken, 
2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY:

0800 Maggie May’s Carousel, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 
2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime with DJ Taz, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 
2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY:

0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and Tiny Show,  1300 CLYDE 2, 
1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim 
Lynch, 1845 Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 2000 
Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY:

0900 Maggie’s Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 Saturday Morning Live with Linda 
Crowsher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View with the Dream Team, 1900 
Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY:

0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 Allan, 1630 Archie Darling, 
1800 Ken’s Friends with Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David 
Entwhistle, 2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

Cinema
Oban Phoenix Cinema
Community owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

FILM SYNOPSIS

HOME (U)

Oh, an alien on the run from his own people, lands on Earth and makes friends with the 

adventurous Tip, who is on a quest of her own.

MAD MAX: FURY ROAD (15) 120 MINS 

Thrilling, edge-of-seat action fantasy starring Tom Hardy and Charlize Theron.  In a stark 

desert landscape where humanity is broken, two rebels just might be able to restore order: 

Max, a man of action and of few words, and Furiosa, a woman of action who is looking to 

make it back to her childhood homeland.

SPONGEBOB: SPONGE OUT OF WATER (PG) 92MINS 

Delightfully zany comedy for kids and grown-ups alike. Life is dandy in Bikini Bottom for 

SpongeBob Squarepants (Tom Kenny) and his friends Patrick (Bill Fagerbakke), Squidward 

(Rodger Bumpass), Mr. Krabs (Clancy Brown) and Sandy (Carolyn Lawrence). However, when 

the top-secret recipe for Krabby Patties is stolen, SpongeBob fi nds that he must join forces 

with perpetual adversary Plankton (Mr. Lawrence) and come ashore to battle a fi endish pirate 

named Burger Beard (Antonio Banderas), who has his own plans for the delicious delicacies.

TOMORROWLAND – 12A – 130MINS 

Bound by a shared destiny, a teen bursting with scientifi c curiosity and a former boy-genius 

inventor embark on a mission to unearth the secrets of a place somewhere in time and space 

that exists in their collective memory.

SAN ANDREAS 12A 114MINS

A helicopter pilot embarks on a hazardous mission to rescue his daughter after a huge 

earthquake strikes the California coast. 

A ROYAL NIGHT OUT 12A 96MINS

A charming, spirited, speculative account of the night spent by Princess Elizabeth and Princess 

Margaret during the VE Day celebrations. 

e full of submariners on shore-leave. There is no time for 
s. 
after the fi fth bottle of alco-pop up the back of the bus it’s 
rom the sequence of events that all is not going to plan, for 
e. The Sopranos are never going to be the same.

hankfully Oban’s sixth year pupils were merely acting up for 
ational Theatre which plans to take the play, written about 

on tour later this year. Pupils agreed to take part in this 
y promotion.

Answer................................................... ..........................................................................................
Name..................................................... ...........................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode ............................................................................
Telephone..............................................Email .................................................................................

W I N  T I C K E T S  T O
17th –19th July 2015. The Meadows, Rothesay, 
Isle of Bute. www.butefest.co.uk

For your chance to win a pair of weekend tickets to ButeFest, simply answer this easy ques-
tion, complete the coupon and post it to The Oban Times, ButeFest Competition, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.  Entries must be submitted by Wednesday 3rd June 2015.

Question: ButeFest 2015 takes place over how many days?

Be part of one of this summers most accessible and affordable family 
friendly island music festivals. Live Music, Food, Craft Beers/Ciders, 

Family Fun and Entertainment + FREE CAMPING!

Spirit of the Balkans
comes to Argyll

HERALDED as the ‘Best Balkan band this 
side of a Lada scrapheap’, The Budapest 
Café Orchestra returns to Argyll for shows at 
Arrochar, Benderloch and Strontian. 

Jazz violin superstar Christian Garrick 
leads a high-energy performance of tradi-
tional folk music from across the Balkans, 
Russia, Eastern Europe and Scotland that 
evokes the spirit of Hungarian café life and 
gypsy campfires. 

This year’s tour centres on the new album, 
and the group’s sixth CD release, The Gaelic 
Chronicles.  

Called a ‘hymn to an adopted spiritual 
homeland,’ this collection of new arrange-
ments of Gaelic folk songs was inspired 
by years of intense touring throughout the 

Highlands and Islands. 
‘We are hosted by the indomitable 

Campbell Cameron of Oban FM, and this 
will be our fourth performance under his 
administration at Benderloch’s Victory Hall,’ 
Christian said. ‘This year will be our first 
appearance at Strontian’s Sunart Centre. We 
love playing in Scotland because people are 
so up for being entertained there and they are 
so welcoming.’  

The Budapest Café Orchestra will perform 
at Arrochar Three Villages Hall on Thurs-
day, May 28, Benderloch Victory Hall on 
Friday, May 29 and Strontian Sunart Centre 
on Saturday May 30. For more information 
and tickets, visit budapestcafeorchestra.
co.uk.

This week...

Longrow red
40% ABV
My brother and I were up to 
no good. It was midnight, the 
children were sound asleep 
and we turned to the woes of 
ageing parents and the stark 
reality of growing older by 
every single minute.
Depressing stuff – really. 
To cheer me up, my brother 
brought out a bottle of 
Longrow Red. It was one of 
the last two in Scotland when I bought 
it for him at the Campbeltown distillery 
last December. The other bottle was 
purchased for my lovely husband.
Sadly, my husband hadn’t been quite as 
generous as my brother in sharing this 
beautiful malt. After tasting it, I could 
understand my husband’s reluctance to 
share it around.
Longrow, from Springbank in Campbel-
town is strong. It hits your throat like a 

super dose of sweet honey 
mixed with the distinct nose 
of smooth port.
My brother asked me to taste 
the second glass with some 
water. Many readers will 
know I don’t tend to like to 
distil water into my whisky. 
But the good old tap water 
did indeed enhance the taste, 
or to be correct equalled the 
experience. 
The Longrow Red became 

something more, the alchemy of adding 
water made a new drink that was somehow 
equally as good.
We drank into the very small and then larger 
hours, slowly methodically. The following 
morning I realised that those late/early 
hours had not helped to make me look any 
younger. But it did help us to sort out the 
crazy world of being a forty-something with 
all the responsibilities 
that brings.  Louise Glen 

WORK TO transform the neglected remains of one of Scotland’s 
architectural gems is to begin within days.

The £7.5 million plan will see the former St Peter’s Seminary at Kilma-
hew, in Argyll, converted into a world-class arts complex almost 30 years 
after the building was abandoned and left to suffer neglect and vandalism.

Earlier this year it was announced that arts organisation NVA was set to 
transform the building into a space for cultural events.

Leaders of a project to save the seminary, where Roman Catholic priests 
were trained in the 1960s and 1970s, will close off the site this week to 
start a clean-up operation and renovation.

When it fully reopens at the end of 2016, 
it is hoped it will already be on
track to become one of the 
nation’s leading 
cultural and 
heritage 
attractions.

A COMMUNITY-based underwater 
archaeology project is looking for maritime 
archaeological sites on Scotland’s west coast.

The Project SAMPHIRE (Scottish Atlantic 
Maritime Past: Heritage, Investigation, 
Research and Education), is funded by The 
Crown Estate, and is about to begin its third 
and final year of research with the help of 
local people.

The project has so far resulted in a wide 
range of exciting new discoveries and inves-
tigations of sites including flying boats, stone 
anchors, shipwrecks and coastal heritage sites. 

Project SAMPHIRE is led by WA 
Coastal and Marine in partnership with 
Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical 
Monuments in Scotland and the Flinders 
University of South Australia. The community 
archaeology project, supported by The Crown 
Estate’s stewardship programme, sees marine 
archaeologists work with coastal communities 
to identify, investigate and record previously 
unknown sites on the seabed.

At the start of 2013 The Crown Estate 
announced a further £75,000 over two years, 
allowing the SAMPHIRE team to continue 
their investigations on the west coast until the 
end of 2015. 

This takes the total amount to more than 
£100,000.

Over the past two years the SAMPHIRE 
team has been meeting with local people on 
the west coast – including harbour masters, 
coastguards and diving enthusiasts - asking 
them to share their knowledge of anything 
interesting or curious beneath the water. 

This has led to the discovery of more 
than 100 archaeological sites including 
wooden shipwrecks, cannons, ancient anchors, 
prehistoric fish traps and more recent small 
fishing vessels.  

Digital copies of the reports for the first 
two years have now been released online and 
contain a detailed account of the discoveries 
made. These can be seen at: http://blogs.
wessexarch.co.uk/samphire/downloads/ .

Maritime 

archaeological 

discoveries on the 

west coast of Scotland

Kilmahew Seminary aims 
to become top attraction

A number of Glasgow-based 

musicians have been involved in the 

release of the fi rst folk collaborative 

charity single in aid of Erskine charity for 

war veterans. 

The track was released on Monday and 

features the pipes played by Lance Corporal 

Donald Patterson from the 4th Cameron 

Highlanders, who was killed 100 years ago at 

the WWI Battle of  Festubert. 

The tune, called Our Heroes and written by 

Gary Innes, is very moving and well worth 

downloading to support a great cause.

29 MAY 2015 - 04 JUNE 2015

A ROYAL NIGHT OUT  (12A)

Fri, Wed; Thu: 16:10,18:20; Sat: 14:40;
Sun: 13:20,15:30; Mon: 16:00; Tue: 12:00,16:15

FINDING NEMO  (U)

Sat: 10:30
HAPPY FEET  (U)

Sat: 10:00
HOME  (U)

Sat: 12:40
HOME 3D  (U)

Sun: 11:00
SAN ANDREAS  (12A)

Fri: 18:30; Sat: 14:30,16:50; Sun: 13:15
Mon: 15:30; Tue: 16:00,18:30; Wed, Thu: 21:00

SAN ANDREAS 3D  (12A)

Fri: 21:10; Sat: 19:30; Sun: 18:30; Wed, Thu: 16:00
THE SPONGEBOB MOVIE: SPONGE OUT OF WATER  (U)

Sun: 11:15
THE SPONGEBOB MOVIE: SPONGE OUT OF WATER 3D  (U)

Sat: 12:15
THE STONES CRY OUT

Mon: 18:00
TOMORROWLAND  (12A)

Fri: 16:00,20:30; Sat: 17:00,19:15; Sun: 15:50,18:00

Mon: 18:20; Tue: 18:30; Wed, Thu: 18:30,20:30

COMING SOON

NT LIVE: LONDON ROAD  09/06/2015

Starring  OLIVIA COLMAN, KATE FLEETWOOD, ANITA DOBSON and TOM HARDY

The residents of London Road had struggled for years with frequent soliciting and 

kerb-crawling on their street.  The fi lm follows to community who found themselves at the 

epicentre ... 

ROH: LA BOHEME  (12A) 10/06/2015

A lost key and an accidental touch of cold hands in the dark – so begins one of the great 

romances of all opera. John Copley’s production brings 19th-century Paris to the stage in 

vivid detail.

A ROYAL NIGHT OUT - SPECIAL VE DAY EVENT

Join Oban Phoenix in celebrating 70 years since VE Day with a special screening of the fi lm ‘A 

Royal Night Out’ set on VE Day itself. With a bit of a 1940s theme our lovely staff  will be happy 

to serve you tea and cake on Tuesday 2nd June at 12.00pm.
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COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL  BEST PRICES

New winch 

and 4 new over 

sized fi tted. 

Recently serviced. 

£3000 ONO

04 Honda 

Foreman ES

Telephone
077808 
429777

Two Lister 

2 speed shearing 

machine 
with fl exi drive and 
quantity of combs 

and cutters 
Tel:01882 633395 

after 6pm

North Argyll 
Young Farmers

Shearing 
Competition

Balliemeanoch Farm

Friday 5th of june 

7pm 

Machine and Hand Classes

All Welcome

OBAN’S Lorne MacLeod has 
been elected as the new chairman 
of Community Land Scotland. 

The representative body for 
community landowners in 
Scotland has 57 members from 
throughout Scotland, including 
some well known and high profile 
buyout groups in Eigg, Knoydart, 
Assynt and Harris. 

There are currently more than 
500,000 acres of land in Scotland 
in community ownership, and 
the Scottish government has set 
a target of one million acres in 
community land ownership by 
2020. 

Mr MacLeod was a founding 

ELECTED: Lorne MacLeod, new 
chairman of Community Land 

Scotland

Land body’s new head
member of Community Land 
Scotland, and has had an exten-
sive involvement in community 
land ownership stretching back 
to the 1990s. 

He was most recently a board 
member of the 93,000-acre com-
munity owned estate covering 
the islands of Eriskay, South Uist 
and Benbecula in the Western 
Isles.

Mr MacLeod said: ‘I am de-
lighted to take over as chairman 
of Community Land Scotland at 
this time, with a Community Em-
powerment Bill moving forward 
through parliament, and a new 
Land Reform Bill forthcoming.

‘There are greater opportu-
nities now than ever before for 
communities to take forward the 
ownership of land in order to sus-
tain their communities through 
job creation, new business 
growth, housing construction, 
and delivering the development 
of a wide range of community 
projects.’

At the AGM, two new board 
members were also elected; 
Margaret Nicolson, chairwoman 
of Urras Baile Fhlòdaigearraidh 
(Flodigarry Township Trust, 
Skye), and Margaret McSporran, 
chairwoman of the Isle of Gigha 
Heritage Trust.

Assistance off ered to buy
government-owned 
crofting estates
COMMUNITIES living on 
Scottish Government-owned 
crofting estates are being of-
fered assistance to investigate 
buying their own land.

While addressing the Com-
munity Land Scotland annual 
conference in Inverness, Dr 
Aileen McLeod, Scotland’s 
minister for environment, 
climate change and land re-
form,  said: ‘Crofting is vital to 
communities, the economy and 
the environment in Scotland’s 
remote and fragile areas, and I 
recognise how important croft-
ing is in helping to attract and 
retain people in our remote, 
rural and island communities.

‘This is why we are encour-
aging crofting communities on 
government estates to consider 
the benefits of owning and 
managing their own estates.’

Highland and Islands Enter-
prise (HIE) and Community 
Land Scotland have been asked 
by the Scottish Government 

to assist crofting communities 
on the Scottish government 
estate to understand better the 
ownership options and oppor-
tunities they have open to them 
if they wish.

‘The Scottish Government 
remains a willing landlord.

‘However, where a crofting 
community expresses a desire 
to take control of its own 
future, we will support those 
ambitions and be an agreeable 
seller,’ said Dr MacLeod.

Sandra Holmes, head of com-
munity assets at HIE, added: 
‘With our colleagues in Com-
munity Land Scotland, we want 
interested groups to have the full 
information to ensure they can 
make an informed decision. 

‘There is no obligation for 
these communities to continue 
with a buyout should they de-
cide not to proceed.’

The package of support avail-
able for interested communi-
ties includes start-up costs, fea-

sibility and business planning 
support, a dedicated HIE case 
officer and mentoring from 
Community Land Scotland. 

Furthermore, the Scottish 
government will assist with land 
title mapping requirements.

The Community Land 
Scotland annual conference 
brings together community 
landowners, existing and as-
piring, alongside land reform 
campaigners, writers and 
government officials and inter-
ested parties.

Issues addressed by more 
than 100 delegates during the 
two-day conference included 
policy and legislative update, 
showcase sessions on the dif-
ferent types of community land 
buyouts, aftercare and advisory 
support for communities and a 
land reform panel debate.

The conference was opened 
by Professor James Hunter, 
historian and land reform 
campaigner.

CROFTING commissioners 
have met with the Scottish 
environment minister to discuss 
a replacement convener for the 
Scottish Crofting Commission.

This comes two weeks after 
Susan Walker resigned as both 
convenor and a commissioner.

Environment minister Aileen 
McLeod said: ‘This was a very 
constructive meeting with the 
crofting commissioners, where 
we discussed in detail the options 
for choosing a new convener and 
filling the vacant commissioner 
position, in line with crofting 
legislation. 

‘My priority now is to ensure 
that the commission continues to 
operate effectively to the benefit 
of Scotland’s crofting communi-

ties and I am very encouraged by 
what I have heard about the work 
that is underway, for example to 
develop an industry-wide vision 
for crofting.’

She said she was keen to work 
constructively, collaboratively 
and consensually with the com-
missioners and was open to all 
ideas, some of which had been 
discussed and would considered 
further.

Crofting Commission chief ex-
ecutive Catriona Maclean said: 
‘The commissioners are keen to 
find the best approach for the 
organisation and for crofting as 
a whole, and we look forward 
to working with the minister on 
the next steps for appointing a 
convener.’

Commissioners discuss 
replacement convener

Drive to keep farm vehicle 

legislation up-to-date
FARMERS and crofters in 
Argyll will have the chance to 
get up to speed on agricultural 
vehicle regulations with two 
half-day workshops being held 
near Lochgilphead.

Run by NFU Scotland, and 
hosted in conjunction with the 
Driver and Vehicle Standards 
Agency and Police Scotland, 
they will cover a range of issues.

Lucy Sumsion, regional 
manager for NFU Scotland, 
said: ‘Following the success of 
previous workshops organised 
by the union in other regions of 
Scotland, we are pleased to be 
hosting two in Argyll on June 11.

‘They will give members and 
non-members a chance to ask 
questions and be brought up to 
speed on important transporta-
tion and vehicle legislation that 
may be of relevance to them and 
their employees. 

‘Vehicle legislation is complex 
topic and can cause confusion 
amongst farmers and those that 

use agricultural vehicles. 
‘Not everyone always complies 

with the law, some unknowingly, 
and these workshops will give 
them the skills and knowledge 
to comply. 

‘We continuously work with 
the DVSA and Police Scotland, 
and it is great that once again 
we have both organisations on 
board.

‘Space will be limited, so mem-
bers are urged to contact NFU 
Scotland as soon as possible to 
book their place.’

They will take place on Thurs-
day June 11 at Killinochonoch 
Farm, Kilmichael Glassary, 
by Lochgilphead, courtesy of 
Bruce Dixon.

There will be a session in the 
morning and the afternoon with 
lunch provided in between.

Attendees can choose which 
session to come along to. 

The workshop will be un-
dercover, but warm, outdoor 
clothing is recommended. 

THE NATIONAL Trust for 
Scotland (NTS) has joined a 
growing number of organisations 
supporting the reintroduction of 
beavers to Scotland’s country-
side.

The conservation charity has 
set out its position in advance of 
Scottish Natural Heritage sub-
mitting its report to the Scottish 
government.

NTS says that the reintroduc-
tion of the Eurasian beaver to 
Scotland will see a key part of 
native fauna restored to its natu-
ral ecosystem and it supports the 
conservation of existing beaver 
populations in Scotland. 

Nature adviser Mr Lindsay 
Mackinlay said: ‘Beavers are a 
native species to Scotland and 
having carefully weighed up the 
pros and cons, the trust believes 
that they should be resident here. 

‘We would like to see the exist-
ing beavers in Argyll and Tayside 
managed to permit their natural 
expansion from these core areas 
and hope that other licensed 
reintroductions in appropriate 
areas will augment the existing 
populations.

He said beavers were a crucial 
element in the countryside which 
is why it is known as a ‘keystone’ 
species. 

Beavers have been shown to 
increase an area’s amphibian 
and aquatic insect abundance, 
productivity and diversity and 
play a beneficial role in enhanc-
ing wetland processes, including 
strategic flood management and 
water quality improvements. 

Lindsay added: ‘Let’s not 
pretend that beavers are always 
good neighbours. Sometimes, 
they are not. 

‘Their dam building activities 
and burrows can cause prob-
lems. That’s why we’re asking 
for a national mitigation plan 
that addresses the legitimate 
concerns of landowners, salmon 
fishery managers and other 
interest groups. 

‘We must use tried and tested 
methods from countries such 
as the USA and Germany to 
resolve any conflicts, and very 
importantly, to have procedures 
in place that allow action to be 
taken quickly and humanely.’ 

TRIAL: One of the Knapdale beavers Photo courtesy Steve Gardner

NTS lend their support to 
reintroduction of beavers

LAMBING is nearly finished now 
and weather wise, it has been a mixed 
bag, with some gorgeous sunny days, 
and some not so gorgeous (snow and 
sleet). 

As a result, grass growth has been 
very slow over the last couple of weeks. 

The fertiliser, which was applied at 
the end of April, has been hindered 
by the cold weather and the two fields 
which have been shut off for silage are 
not much further on than those that 
are still being grazed. 

In spite of all that, the lambs are do-
ing well and their mothers are clearly 
getting enough to eat to produce 
sufficient milk for the lambs.

Although we have a fair idea of lamb 
numbers in the recorded flocks at 
Kirkton, it will not be until marking 
time at the end of June that we know 
the final numbers. 

The Auchtertyre high hill flock 
appears to have lambed okay. 

But this has been the case for the last 
couple of years and yet by marking 
time numbers have been disappoint-
ing. We shall see how this year goes.

The cows and their calves have also 
been moved out of the cattle shed and 
are now grazing on the hill-parks at 
Auchtertyre. 

The bull has come back from our 
other upland farm, at Bush Estate 
near Edinburgh, and is out with them 
now ready to start producing next 
years’ crop of calves. 

Now that the weather has improved, 
our peatland restoration work is well 
underway. It is being carried out on 
the hill above Auchtertyre, as part of 
a collaborative project led by the Loch 
Lomond and Trossachs National Park 
and funded by Scottish Natural Her-
itage’s Peatland Action Programme. 

The aims are to help stabilise and 
re-profile eroded peat hags and to 
re-vegetate areas of bare peat. 

This will help reduce peat loss 
through erosion and prevent the peat 
from drying out and releasing carbon 
into the atmosphere.

We have also had a number of 
visitors over the past month, all inter-
ested in the wide range of activities we 
are engaged in on the farms. 

Jim McAdam, from the Agri-Food 
and Bioscience Institute in Northern 
Ireland, came to visit the farms espe-
cially to see the montane scrub wood-
land we have established in Kirkton 
Glen and talk about agro-forestry 
research opportunities.

Colleagues from Forest Enterprise 
Scotland also visited recently, again 
being keen to see the full range of 
woodland across the farms and dis-
cuss how to integrate woodlands more 
fully into upland farming systems. 

We also hosted three journalists 
from the French version of National 
Geographic Magazine. 

They were walking the West High-
land Way while doing some back-
ground research on Rob Roy. 

We had good discussions with them 
and they were very interested in the 
research and demonstration activities 
we are doing here. 

Nancy Nicolson (@FreelanceNanse) 
also came to record a piece with my 
colleague, Prof Davy McCracken, for 
BBC Radio4’s Farming Today. 

It was all about the issues of 
Plochteach (photosensitisation), bog 
asphodel and peatland restoration. 

The interview should be available 
on the BBC iPlayer until the end of 
next week if you missed it first time 
around.

Finally, we have a couple of events 
coming up where you’ll be able to see 
for yourself what we are doing the 
farms. 

On Friday June 5 we are having a 
half day workshop on ‘Non chemical 
control of rushes’ which will be run 
in partnership with Soil Association 
Scotland. 

This workshop should be very 
helpful if you are thinking about rush 
control and would like to hear about 
the range of alternative approaches 
you can employ.

Details of how to sign up for the 
workshop can be found on our Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/
srucKirkton.

Finally we are also participating in 
Open Farm Sunday, on the June 7, 
which is the UK farming industry’s 
national open day organised by 
LEAF (Linking Environment And 
Farming). It is the 10th anniversary of 
this national event, and so LEAF and 
Scottish Government are very keen 
that Scottish farms are well represent-
ed in order to help the general public 
really understand the importance of 
Scottish farming and what it entails.

Our contribution to the nationwide 
events will take place at our SRUC 
Auchtertyre farm, from 11am to 4pm. 

We will be going back in time to 
explain the history of farming in the 
local area before joining the 21st 
century and exploring how unmanned 
aerial vehicles (or UAVs) are perform-
ing all kinds of roles in modern farm 
management. 

Weather permitting, we’ll have 
flying and filming demonstrations. 
But we’ll also have on show more tra-
ditional hill farming activities, such 
as clipping and sheep dog handling, 
being conducted at ground level. 

There will be demonstrations of how 
electronic tagging and other types of 
technology can help make the farmers 
life easier. 

You can also help conduct a survey 
of pollinators on the farms and hear 
about how the work of our colleagues 
at the Moredun Research Institute 
(near Edinburgh) is essential for help-
ing animal health on upland farms. 

We will also organise tours of the 
wooden wigwams in our wigwam 
enterprise and provide you with a 
chance to find out more about the 
hidden wildlife living on our farms. I 
am looking forward to seeing a lot of 
you on that day.

Ewen Campbell, SRUC Kirkton and Auchtertyre farms manager

WOODLAND VISITORS: Forest 
Enterprise visitors, Richard Thomp-

son and Ian McKee, with SRUC’s John 
Holland and Davy McCracken in the 

Kirkton Glen woodland.

KIRKTON and Auchentyre 
farms, near Crainlarich, are 
to host a two-year trial for Soil 
Association Scotland.

The Scottish Rural College 
(SRUC) farms will investigate 
and demonstrate non-chemical 
techniques to control rushes on 
farms and crofts.

The first meeting, on June 5, 
is open and free to all farmers 
and crofters.

It will look at the current 
situation at the farms, explore 
non-chemical management 
options and actions, formulate a 
plan for implementation through 
this and next year and discuss 
measures that might suit the 
farms of those attending.

‘Rushes are an issue on many 
upland farms and can impact 
on production by reducing the 
size of livestock grazing areas,’ 
said Professor Davy McCrack-

en, head of SRUC’s Hill and 
Mountain Research Centre.

‘Chemical herbicides are a 
widely used control method, but 
for many farmers and crofters 
this option may not be possible, 
desirable or appropriate. 

‘So we are more than happy 
to collaborate with Soil Associ-
ation Scotland to help test and 
demonstrate a wider range of 
alternative control methods on 
our upland research farms.’

Soil Association Scotland, 
in association with SRUC and 
Newcastle University, plans to 
run the trials over two years 
with four meetings in each re-
gion during spring and autumn 
of 2015 and 2016. 

Kirkton and Auchentyre 
farms will be one of three re-
gional Scottish host farms, with 
the others in the Cairngorms 
and near Ullapool.

The meetings are open to 
everyone but will be particu-
larly relevant to those who 
farm organically or who wish 
to reduce their impact on the 
environment or reliance on 
chemical inputs.

The meeting will be held 
jointly with the Kirkton Grass-
land Group - a group of farm-
ers who have met on the SRUC 
farms over the past two years to 
discuss grassland management 
in the uplands.

Soil Association Scotland is 
running the trials with sup-
port from the SRDP’s Skills 
Development Scheme, Duchy 
Originals Future Farming 
Programme, Forestry Commis-
sion Scotland and Zero Waste 
Scotland. 

Booking is essential so that 
lunch and resource packs can 
be provided. 

SRUC Crianlarich farms in 

two-year rushes control trial

New helpline launched by rural charity
HELP and support for people in 
agriculture and their dependants 
are now just a phone call away. 

A new service has been 
launched by the Royal Scottish 
Agricultural Benevolent Institu-
tion (RSABI), Scotland’s rural 
charity.

The new helpline - 0300 111 
4166 - which is run out of hours 
with help from Farm Communi-
ty Network, is now open every 
day of the year from 7am to 
11pm and provides a single point 
of enquiry, handling everything 
from questions about the bene-

fits system and sources of help 
on farming issues, to delivering 
support on critical personal mat-
ters, including money troubles 
and emotional distress.

It will also act as an entry point 
to RSABI for anyone that may 
require financial assistance.

Bull wanted for hire for July, August 

and September. Anything considered 

Please contact 01879220871

(Isle of Tiree) or 07935850330.WANTED
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Country Kiln

A

FFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

Plumbing and Electrics

The property, for sale as a 
whole, Comprises: 

FOR SALE

A SCOTTISH Govern-
ment scheme to help 
people move up and on 
to the property ladder is 
nearly fully subscribed 
due to a bumper level of 
sales reservations.

The Help to Buy 
(Scotland) scheme was 
accepting new appli-
cations only up to last 
Tuesday  May 26, with 
sales will take place up 
until February 2016, but 
the Help to Buy (Scot-
land) Small Developers 
scheme, with £30 mil-
lion funding, will contin-
ue to take applications 
until further notice.

More than £305 mil-
lion of Scottish Govern-
ment funding has been 

allocated to the two 
schemes and more than 
7,500 sales are expected 
to be completed by the 
end of this fi nancial 
year.

The Help to Buy 
scheme was developed 
in partnership with the 
housing and lending 
industries.

There are developers 
with properties still 
eligible under the small 
developers scheme, 
including Macleod 
Construction in Lochgil-
phead, Cairnbaan, Oban 
and Connel.

Housing Minister 
Mrs Burgess said: ‘The 
Scottish government 
has invested hundreds 

of millions of pounds to 
support home buyers 
and that has given 
the private sector and 
construction industry a 
huge boost. 

‘Participating builders 
have been informed 
that the main Help to 
Buy scheme is nearly 
fully subscribed and 
we are giving seven 
days’ notice to allow 
fi nal applications to the 
scheme.

‘I am pleased sales 
have far exceeded 
the industry’s original 
target of 4,500 and 
given people across the 
country the opportu-
nity to buy a new build 
home which they could 

not otherwise have 
aff orded.

‘We will continue to 
engage with the house 
building industry to 
consider what further 
support might be re-
quired in future.’

The Help to Buy (Scot-
land) Small Developers 
scheme was launched 
on January 12 2015 by 
the First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon. 

It provides funding for 
properties completed 
between April 1 2015 
and March 31 2016.

Budget: 2013-14 £35m; 
2014-15 £140m; 2015-16 
£130m (including £30m 
for the Small Develop-
ers scheme).

Small developers scheme to continue

Help to Buy

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

NEW 
CAR 
INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray
Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS

West Coast MOTO

G

F

Tel: 01631 568020

Oyster 16

Tel: 01631 720414 or 07775501658

Oyster 16 with 4hp 

Yamaha 4 stroke 

engine and a split 

back road trailer, oars, 

rowlocks and anchor, 

all in good condition.

£1950

Hunter 701 23ft

Tel: 01688 302014

Inc 5 sails, 4 hp 

outboard & trailer. 

Good condition.

£4000 o.n.o.

Swinging yacht mooring

Call Tom Reid  01505 321591

Fully serviced 

Available off  Kilbowie House, Oban Bay

for summer season.

£300

18’ Gaff  Cutter

Ardslignish Boats  01972 500700

Recently built larch on oak, copper fastened. 

Beta 10hp diesel engine, twin axle trailer. 

All in excellent condition & ready to sail. 

Ring for further details.  

Volvo D17 35HP Marine engine

Phone Brian 0771 2667542 / 
01631 570754

Volvo D17 35HP Marine engine complete with gear 

box, propellor and shaft, wiring loom and instrument 

panel, thrust bearing and fl ex coupling running when 

removed to replace larger unit. Requires overhaul 

(water in oil)

£500

3.5 HP Short shaft 2 stroke 

outboard engine 2006

Phone Brian 0771 2667542 / 
01631 570754

Good condition, runs well, buyer to uplift in Oban

£250

Bayliner Trophy 2052

Tel: 01852 314255

6.55 M. 130hp 

Mercruiser Petrol. 

2 Berths. Cruises 

economically at 21knots, 

top speed 30knots. 

Robust Launching 

Trailer Included.

£10,000

Orkney Strikeliner 16+

£4000

Tel: 01855 821398

Orkney Strikeliner 16+ 

with strengthened 

hull for Honda 

powered, hydraulic 

creel hauler; 25HP 

Yamaha outboard; 

removable seat. 

Includes 6 creels. On 

trailer at Corran.The Institute of Advanced Mo-
torists (IAM) is warning people 
to be aware of the changes that 
will take effect in just under two 
weeks’ time as the paper coun-
terpart for the driving licence is 
scrapped.

As was the case with the 
abolition of the paper tax disc 
last October, the IAM fears 
many people are still confused 
or unaware of the implications 
of the scrapping of the paper 
counterpart on June 8.

The counterpart was intro-
duced alongside the photo 
card driving licence in 1998 to 
include details that could not be 
included on the card itself, such 
as any endorsements and which 
category of vehicles the holder is 
entitled to drive.

However, this information will 
now be stored electronically and 
not be shown on any written 
documentation.

These details can be only be 
obtained via the DVLA driver 
record system, and be checked 
online or in writing by post.

As of June 8, the paper coun-
terpart, or an old-style paper 
driving licence cannot be relied 
upon to carry correct or-up-to-
date information about endorse-
ments or categories of vehicle 
someone can drive.

The counterpart will carry no 
legal status, and the DVLA rec-
ommends it is destroyed after 
June 8.

What is also changing is the 
procedure if anyone has to 
surrender their driving licence 

to a court in the event of an 
endorsement. 

The court will take a photocard 
and the paper counterpart is 
included with a submission, the 
photocard will be returned but 
the counterpart will not.

A fine will be paid in the normal 
way, however.

Another change is how to pro-
vide proof of a driving record to 
an employer or car hire firm, as 
a photocard or paper licence will 
not be enough in itself any more.

A driver will need to access the 
DVLA’s Share Driving Licence 
service, which as of May 19 is 
now up and running.

Drivers will be expected to ac-
cess the details themselves and 
print those off for submission to 
a car hire firm or employer. 

IAM warns drivers not aware of impending changes to scrapping of driving licence counterpart in June SAILING TIMES

W.D. Semple
FIND US 

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995* Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £7,995*

Dacia Duster = from £8,995*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms
USED CARS

64 Dacia Logan Lauréate DCi estate, black, delivery mileage ......................... £10,950
64 Dacia Duster Ambiance, DCi 4x4, Grey, 150 miles ................................... £13,950
64 Dacia Sandero Laureate, 5 Dr HB, black 120 miles ..................................... £9,950
14 Renault Captur Dyn Medianav, DCi 1.5 Ivor, Delivery Mileage .................. £15,250
14 Skoda Fabia Elegance, 1.6TDI CR, Estate, Silver, 14,000 Miles, ................. £10,650
14 Dacia Sandero S-Way Ambiance DCi, red, 15,000 miles . ............................ £8,350
14 Ford Ka, Plain Red, 6600 miles ................................................................... £7,000
63 Skoda Octavia S, TDI Estate Silver 14,000 miles ........................................ £14,750
13 Dacia Duster 4x4 Laureate, silver, 11,000 miles ........................................ £12,750
13 Dacia Sandero Access 1.2, 5dr, beige, 2,300 miles ...................................... £5,650
13 Peugeot 107 Allure, 5dr, blue, 12,000 miles ................................................ £6,250
11 Vauxhall Corsa Excite, 1000cc, 49,000 miles ............................................... £5,250
60 Renault Clio Dyn 1.5dci, 5Dr, Silver, 59,000 miles ...................................... £5,550
59 Renault Clio DYN DCi 5dr , Black, 44,000 Miles  ........................................ £5,650
09 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec, Black, 80,000 miles .................................................. £4,500
09 Renault Kangoo Car 1.2, Blue, 44,000 miles ............................................... £3,950
08 Renualt Clio f/way, 1.2, 3dr, blue, 46,500 miles .......................................... £2,950
56 Citreon Picasso 1.6DCi, silver, 44,000 miles ................................................ £3,000

COMMERCIALS

64 Renault Kangoo Van, ML19 DCi 75, 100miles ....................................£8,950+VAT
11 Vauxhall Combo 1700 cdti, white, 61,000 miles ................................£4,650+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivaro DCI Van ...............................................................£8,000 plus VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White ...............................................................£8,000+VAT

New Dacia range available for test drive today!
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

Or they can call the DVLA and 
give a third party permission to 
to have a driving record verbally.

If anyone is hiring a vehicle, it 
is important to check with the 
car hire firm beforehand what 
information they need.

Other than downloading the 
information as detailed above, 
drivers can also obtain a special 
code from www.gov.uk which 
allows the hire firm access to a 
record for 72 hours to make the 
necessary checks. 

This applies to both holders of 
photocard and paper licences.

Sarah Sillars, IAM chief execu-

tive officer, said: ‘People are not 
aware of how many of the current 
procedures are changing. 

‘Similar to the abolition of the 
tax disc, they assume much of 
what has happened before will 
continue.

‘The onus is very much on the 
individual to obtain the informa-
tion they need beforehand.

‘So, we very much hope people 
will not be caught unawares, 
especially if they don’t want a 
nasty surprise when arriving to 
collect their car at the start of 
their holiday.’

SAILING TIMES 
ONLY £31
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RING TIMES £31
IF UNSOLD 
AFTER 1ST 

WEEK JUST 
CALL BEFORE 
TUESDAY 3PM 
TO GET YOUR 
SECOND WEEK 

FREE

Tel: 01631 
568000

DRIVETIMES 
NOW ONLY

WANTED

Telephone: 07703490572 
ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all pickups 
single or double cabs, any condition, 

runner or not, high miles no problem.

MAPLE COMMERCIALS 
WANTED

Tel: 07867 583580

MOT Failures, Scrap Cars, 
Vans, 4x4s and all types of Lorries,

 Wanted, Good or Bad.

WANTED

Telephone 07546 788945

All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition and 
reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non 

runners/MOT failures etc considered.
Will collect.

URGENTLY WANTED

For prompt attention phone 
07845 462755 or 07887 868325

All British & foreign scrap cars, MOT failures, 
4x4s, vans, pick-ups & light commercials

Top prices for the right vehicles
We cover all of Argyll.

WANTED

Call: James Williamson
07786471080 or 07789138028

ALL 4x4 WANTED
Toyota, Mitsubishi, Landrover etc.

Instant cash waiting
Distance no object

Mileage no problem

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07716 200394 
or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

4 x 4’s, all makes and models, Toyota, 
Landrover, Mitsubishi, high miles no 

problem, MOT or not, instant decision, 
same day payment. Also light 

commercials, vans and pick-ups bought.

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes & 

caravanettes. Any age or condition.
We also buy water damaged or

in need of repair. Also all types of
touring caravans from 95 onwards.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07716 200394 
or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and 
camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

WANTED

DRIVETIMES

FISHING BOAT FOR SALE

Tel: 01586 810306

3.5 metre fi berglass boat on trailer

Good sea boat ready for fi shing

Now retired, hence sale. 

£350

2000 Hymer B544

Tel: 01866 822412

48,000 Miles, 

3 Berth , MOT 

Sept, Extras.

£18,500 o.n.o.

ROVER DIESEL SALOON

Tel: 01586 820495 after 6pm

Good condition, very 

reliable every day car, 2 

owners from new, only 

63,704 miles, genuine 

reason for selling (ask), on 

SORN, but can MOT.

Ford Fiesta 1.4 Zetec

Contact 07808401178 
(Arran)

Very good condition

Five doors, Alloy wheels, 

petrol.

77,000 miles MOT until 

October 2015.

Family owned since new.

£950

14ft. Day Boat on road trailer

Tel. 01866 822349 
(Taynuilt)

Oars, anchor, two new 

adult life preserves, 

3.5 Mariner 4 stroke 

outboard 

(only 8 hours).

£1500

SAILING TIMES

2010 Skoda Octavia Laurence and Klement

Call: 01397 701 739 or 07871 734 992

1.8TSI, MOT Oct,2 
Owners,86K,Top 
Spec, Full Leather, 
Sunroof, Xenon 
Lights etc.

£6,500 o.n.o.

TRANSIT CONNECT L230D

Tel: 01586 551099 or contact 
county@kintyreholdings.com

August 2006, 94,000 

miles, long wheel 

base high roof.

White unlettered. Full 

service and repair 

records.

£2,150 + VAT

Fiat Doblo MPV ‘03

Tel: 07555 750100

1.9 Turbo Diesel, 
12 months MOT, 
Very spacious, 
good condition for year, 
good on fuel.

£680 o.n.o.

16ft Orkney Longliner

£2995

Telephone: 01546 830270

Unusual 16ft Orkney 

Longliner with 

original 6hp inboard 

diesel engine.

1979 MGB Roadster

Contact Alec Howie 07711796331 
to discuss details and price.

MOT 12 months, Large history 
fi le incl. past MOT’s and 
expenditure. Owned by me 
for 8 years during which time 
many upgrades were carried 
out to improve the car which 
has proved to be reliable. 
MGOC Valuation Certifi cate. 
Looking for new owner with a 
sympathy for classic cars.
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OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus 
+ Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays
If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination 
and ambition, we can offer you an exciting 
and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent publishers.
You would be part of a small, highly motivated 
team selling advertising and features for our 
well established, award winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and 
existing clients to generate and maintain 
lasting business relationships and benefit 
from on-going training, first class support, 
job stability and the opportunity to work 
for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort. A full driving 
licence is essential.
Apply with C.V. and covering letter to
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Special 
publication 
sales

Organising childcare outside of school hours can be 
tricky and expensive. We off er a position with hours 
that may suit parents; 9.30am - 3pm each day.
If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination 
and ambition, we can off er you an exciting 
and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent newspaper publishers.
You would be part of a small, highly motivated 
team selling advertising and features for our well 
established, award winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and 
existing clients to generate and maintain lasting 
business relationships, and you will benefi t from 
on-going training, fi rst class support, job stability 
and the opportunity to work for a professional 
company that believes in rewarding success and 
eff ort. A full driving licence is essential.

BASED IN OBAN

£  Excellent 

    Basic 

+ £ Bonus 

+ Private 

    Health Care 

+ Pension 

+ Good 

    Holidays

A rewarding job with 
child friendly 
hours!

Please apply by email with full C.V 

and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE

A part-time graphic designer is required to assist our production 
team with advert design and page layout.

Based in Oban you would be part of a small, highly motivated 
team who produce our well established, award winning 
publications.

Experience of In-design and Photoshop desirable.

Please apply by email with full C.V 

and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

PART-TIME GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Medical Receptionist required 

(Maternity cover)
24 to 30 hours per week

Taynuilt Medical Practice requires a medical receptionist to 
cover maternity leave.  As the practice covers three sites - 
Connel, Taynuilt and Dalmally - transport is essential. You will 
ideally have medical reception experience (although this is 
not essential) and be a team player. You are expected to have 
good communication skills, be able to work unsupervised 
and use your own initiative.  A good knowledge of IT would 
be an advantage.

Closing date: 12th June
Please apply in writing with CV to 

Janice McGhee, Practice Manager, Connel Surgery, 

Connel, PA37 1PH or phone 01631 710229 for further 

information.

Applications are invited for the above vacancies based within Tarbert, Lochgil-
phead and Oban Ambulance stations.  Applicants must ensure that they have 
the use of private transport as detached duty will be a feature of these posts.
The successful applicants for the Ambulance Technician post will be enrolled on 
the new clinical programme which leads to a “Certifi cate of Higher Education 
(Cert HE) in Ambulance Studies”.  The programme is delivered over a 12 month 
period during which you will spend the fi rst 11 weeks at our Scottish Ambulance 
Academy based within Glasgow Caledonian University.  After the 11 weeks, 
you will progress to your allocated Ambulance Station to undertake “practice 
placement”.  The successful applicants will also be required to complete the 3 
week “Emergency Response Driving Education and Training Programme”. 
The next course will commence 11th January 2016. As it is a mandatory re-
quirement to hold a C1 category driving licence to be a Trainee Ambulance 
Technician, all successful candidates must have obtained this category at least 
6 weeks before their start date. All applicants must have held a full Driving 
Licence for 2 years and have no more than 3 penalty points.
All candidates will be required to satisfy the following recruitment and entry 
requirements:

science   subject for the Ambulance Technician post, OR evidence that you have 

The starting salary for Technician Students is £16,843 pro rata per annum, rising 

the Cert HE in Ambulance Studies.  This will increase in annual increments to 

To apply please email scotamb.southrecruit@nhs.net to request an application 

Informal enquiries can be made to Area 
Service manager Colin Whiteford on 

TRAINEE RELIEF 

AMBULANCE TECHNICIAN
BAND 4 - £19,502 - £22,458 pro rata per annum 

Closing date for all posts: 
12 June 2015.

To apply visit
our website

Modern Apprentice – Business & Admin 
Level 2/3 (Temporary)
£6,552 Lochgilphead Ref: CTD00011
There are 2 positions available

Modern Apprentice – Business & Admin 
Level 2 (Temporary)
£6,552  Lochgilphead Ref: CTC00369
There are 2 positions available 

Strategic Co-ordinator (Temporary)
£31,644 - £34,637 Location Negotiable within Argyll and Bute 
 Ref: DVE00217
This post is temporary until 31st December 2020

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Cleaner required 
for offices at 

B. Mundell Ltd, 
Bardaravine, Tarbert, 

Argyll PA29 6YF
3 – 4hrs per week 
preferably over a 

weekend. 

Please call Ian on  
01880 820 223 for 
more information.

Driver/Storeperson
Oban & Fort William

Apply to Mr C McDonald. Telephone 01631 563 711
Permanent full time position

Full clean driving licence required 

CAN YOU DRAW?
ARTIST WANTED

Can you draw or paint or illustrate?
We want to hear from you if you can 

illustrate and are capable of producing 
attractive, colourful maps for use in 

tourist guide publications. 
Excellent rates for the right person.

Please send samples of work to:
Box Number 47, c/o The Oban Times, 

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
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public notices

First Registration 
of a Croft

Stephen Francis Cass and 
Christina Cass has registered 
their croft Fennachrochan, 
Lismore and Appin on the 
Crofting Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.  Any 
person who wishes to chal-
lenge the registration may 
apply to the Scottish Land 
Court by 18th February 2016.  
Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home.  The 
registration number is C861.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, 
FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

15/01727/FUL

15/01789/FUL

15/01836/FUL

15/01874/FUL

15/01957/PIP

 ment Address

Corran Ferry Hotel
Onich
Fort William

Land 1405M SE of
2 Hillside
Ardtornish
Morvern

Mucomir Farm Sand & 
Gravel Quarry
Gairlochy
Spean Bridge

Site 4
Glen Nevis Business Park
Fort William

Inveroy Caravan Park
Lower Inverroy
Roy Bridge

Proposal Description

Amendment to permission 
13/04363/FUL - Change of use to 
include letting accommodation

Construct and operate a small scale 
run-of-river hydroelectric scheme on 
the Socaich Burn

Proposed Quarry/Mineral Works. 
Planning Permission LO/1995/0063 
granted 13th February1995

Extend the developable area of the 
site by 512m/sq or thereby in order to 
increase the yard space available

Removal of static caravan and 
erection of house

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 

Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will 

open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. 

Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/00968/MFF Increase in moorings area to faciltate the 
relocation of the feed barge from the north-
east to the south-west end of the cage group, 
and to shift the entire site to the north-east 
by one cage grid space (50m)

Shuna Island Fish Farm Shuna 
Island Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

15/01194/PP Change of use from art gallery and workshop 
to form dwellinghouse and erection of single 
storey extension.

Blue Beyond Art Gallery 
Balemartine Isle Of Tiree Argyll 
And Bute PA77 6UA 

Tiree Area Office

15/01218/MFF Addition of equipment barge to existing fish 
farm site

Fishnish B Fish Farm Fishnish 
Bay Craignure Isle of Mull Argyll 
and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

15/01225/PP Erection of field shelter/hut (retrospective) Land North East of Altnavullin 
Benderloch Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA37 1QS 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

15/01259/PP Erection of 9 dwellinghouses Phase 8 Glenshellach Catalina 
Avenue Oban Argyll 

Oban Area Office

15/01260/PP Installation of 3 x one metre diameter 
transmission dishes and 2 x 0.6 metre 
diameter transmission dishes onto the 
existing 25 metre high lattice mast

CTI Torosay Telecommunications 
Mast Craignure Isle of Mull Argyll 
and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/01341/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land South West of Ulva House 
Strongarbh Road Tobermory Isle of 
Mull Argyll and Bute 

Tobermory Area 
Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday to 

Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times 

or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications 

should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/01206/PP Erection of workshop/office building, 
installation of septic tank and formation of 
vehicular access

Land North East of The Pantry 
Isle of Colonsay Argyll and Bute 
PA61 7YU 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Colonsay

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 

https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 

Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

First registration of a croft
Donald MacFadyen JNR 
has registered their croft 47 
Port Charlotte, Kilchoman 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the registers of 
Scotland.  Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court by 
February 8, 2016.  Details 
of the registration can be 
found at www.crofts.ros.
gov/uk/register/home.  The 
croft registration number is 
AO550.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mrs Catherine Livingstone 
has registered her croft 
¾ 104/105 Caol, Banavie, 
Corpach on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 13th 
February 2016.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home.   The croft 
registration number is 
C1074.

BREEDON AGGREGATES

BLAST AT BANAVIE QUARRY 
FRIDAY 29th MAY

BETWEEN 11AM-4PM

BADNAISKA house 
in Lochawe village has 
been described as ‘an 
eight-bedroom detached 
villa in need of extensive 
renovation’ by estate 
agents but online users 
have, quite unkindly, de-
scribed it as ‘Scotland’s 
worst-kept mansion’. 

While the loch side 
mansion attracted a lot 

of comments on social 
media, it failed to sell 
at auction by its private 
owners. 

It is being marketed 
through Auction House 
Scotland. 

The sale includes a de-
tached guesthouse and 
surrounding land. The 
guide price is £150,000 
- £250,000.      16_t21house1

PREPARATIONS are 
well underway for the 
25th  Fèis Thiriodh, 
from July 5-10, with 
workshops, ceilidhs, 
talks and more.

The fèis will be wel-
coming home ceilidh 
band Trial West as its 
main tutors for the 
event.

Joining Trail West 
regulars Ian Smith, 
Alain Campbell and 
Andrew Findlater 
will be a host of other 
talented tutors who 

are all well-known to 
Tiree, including; Jamie 
MacDonald, Artair 
Donald, Iona Brown, 
John Angus MacKin-
non, Eilidh MacFadyen, 
Eleanor Sinclair, John 
Holliday, Tara Rankin, 
Scott Wood and Linda 
MacLeod. 

The five-day tutoring 
event offers children 
aged eight and over, and 
adults, the opportunity 
to try their hand at 
a variety of different 
workshops including; 

accordion, guitar, pipes, 
drums, fiddle, flute/
whistle, Highland danc-
ing, Gaelic conversation 
and film making. 

For the under eight-
year-olds, Fèis Bheag 
will run throughout the 
week along with Fèis 
Bheag Bheag running 
on four days for the un-
der fives. The popular 
‘Muse Cruise’ will take 
place on the Thursday 
afternoon, after a year’s 
absence.  This will see 
Fèis Thiriodh being 

transported on a six-
hour floating session 
with the tutors on the 
MV Clansman for a 
round trip to Barra and 
back. 

A spokesperson for 
the committee said: 
‘As well as the day 
time workshops and 
activities, we will also be 
running various evening 
and fringe events, which 
have proved to be very 
popular over the years. 

‘To celebrate our 25th 
anniversary we are 

organising a ‘Ceilidh 
Ceann-bliadhna’ - anni-
versary concert - for the 
Monday evening. 

‘This will showcase a 
host of extremely tal-
ented and now famous 
past tutors and students 
returning to Fèis 
Thiriodh to entertain us 
with music, singing and 
dancing, which we hope 
will put everyone in the 
mood for a weeklong 
celebration of events.

‘We only have to 
look at the numerous 

successful bands and 
musicians that hail from 
Tiree to realise that 
Fèis Thiriodh has had 
a very influential and 
successful 25 years, pro-
viding music and culture 
workshops and events to 
locals and visitors alike.’

Other events include 
the popular children’s 
dance, a talk by Ian 
Smith on the history 
of whisky on Tiree and 
the closing dance on the 
Friday evening, led by 
Trail West.

THE last seagoing paddle-steamer in the world 
arrived in Campbeltown on Tuesday, but would-be 
passengers were left with the wind knocked out of 
their sails. 

The famous Waverley vessel was due to set sail 
around the Mull of Kintyre, to Oban, via the Sound 
of Islay and Kerrera, leaving at 12.30pm.

Unfortunately, after arriving into Campbeltown 
Harbour, passengers were alerted that the sailing 
would not be going ahead due to wind conditions.

Operator Waverley Excursions apologised for the 
inconvenience and offered passengers a transfer of 
their booking or return tickets for a refund.

Built in 1946, the ship was extensively restored 
between 2000 and 2003 by funding from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.

The operator claims the Waverley is ‘probably the 
most photographed ship in the world’.

The Waverley paddle-steamer arrives in Campbel-
town on Tuesday. 08_c22waver01

ARDBEG whisky is to 
be celebrated in a spe-
cial ‘Artbeg’ exhibition 
to coincide with Ardbeg 
Day on Saturday, May 
30.

The exhibition is 
designed to capture the 
untamed spirit of the 
200-year-old smoky, 
peaty single malt whis-
ky.

There will be 20 digi-
tal collages on the walls 
of the distillery, created 
by photographer Peter 
Heaton, himself a fan of 
the whisky.

Peter said: ‘I have 
always had a fascination 
with Islay and its single 
malts, particularly 
Ardbeg.  

‘The exhibition inter-
prets the distillery over 
time and I wanted to 
create layered, complex 
imagery which would 
encourage people to 
give the work some time 
and think about the 
theme of past, present 
and future.’

By layering photo-
graphs of the distillery 
and surroundings with 
material from Ardbeg’s 
archives, his exhibits 
encourage the viewer 
to take a deeper look at 
the single malt’s herit-
age and island home. 

Mickey Heads, 
award-winning Ardbeg 
distillery manager, said: 
‘This exhibition pro-

vides an intriguing twist 
on the story of Ardbeg – 
and contains more than 
a few surprises. 

‘The complexity of 
these remarkable imag-
es makes you stop and 
think about the whisky’s 
heritage and its future.’

The exhibition will be 
displayed on the outer 
wall of the distillery’s 
West Maltings building 
and a selection of works 
will also feature on 
www.ardbeg.com.  

Distillery visitors will 
be able to share their 
impressions of the 
distillery on the website 
by uploading their own 
photographs by follow-
ing the links.

‘Renovation 
project’ up 
for sale on 
Lochaweside

CAPTURED: the buildings of Ardbeg appear to rise out of archived, handwritten 
letters sent to the distillery

Ardbeg ‘spirit’ captured in collage

Waverley sails in but not out of the ‘toon’

Trail West headlines workshops on Tiree

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code 
of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the 
printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the 
error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series 
of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice 
or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow 
any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as 
though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 

wyvexmedia.co.uk
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EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES

TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

STOVES

MOBILITY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com
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ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

CALL 01631 568000

WHISKY TRADING

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
EST. 1880 

Breadalbane Street, Oban

24 hour Family run business 
Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.

Telephone: 01631 562562
Email: info@munns-oban.co.uk

www.munns-oban.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS CHIMNEY SERVICES

AFAM
Argyll forestry, windblown 

trees cleared, standing timber 
bought, fully insured.

Contact:- Michael Swailes 
07887608082

afamservices@tiscali.co.uk

TREE SERVICES ROOF CLEANING

SCAFFOLDING

FIREARMS

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED

ANY AGE OR CONDITION CONSIDERED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN GOOD 
QUALITY S/S OR O/U SHOTGUNS BY

LEADING MANUFACTURERS
TELephone: 01250 872056

info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

SEWING MACHINES

NORTHERN
INDUSTRIAL SEWING MACHINES

SALES, HIRE, SERVICE OF ALL
INDUSTRIAL SEWING

MACHINERY

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Tel: 01586 830217
Email: terry.northernsewing@btinternet.com

PAINTING CONTRACTORS

THE WATERMANGAME SUPPLIER

REFRIGERATION ENGINEERS

PHOTOGRAPHYCONTRACTORS

COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Thirty Years’ experience in…
Fencing, from garden to security.

Dry stone walling and all types of masonry
Landscaping and groundworks.

Operated excavator plant hire. 1.5 ton to 15 ton
For a competitive quote contact Derek

07979 867870
e-mail: coecontractsltd408@btinternet.com

REMOVALS

We clean and treat roofs without damaging 
power washing.  For all information and advice 

you need throughout Scotland and the Isles.
Please visit www.roofcleanuk.org 

or call 01563 400029

ROOFCLEAN

BLINDS

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

GIRLS BUNDLE 18-24 
MONTHS 40 items of 
clothes incl. 15 com-

Next, Debenhams, 
Little Rocha, Mini Mode,  
£35 Telephone 01631 
720674.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

HINARI LIFESTYLE 
STEAMPRESS good 
condition, still boxed,  
£50ono Telephone 
01631 566793.
HOTPLATE/BUFFET 
SERVER Prolectrix, hot-

(unwanted gift) new £50 
accept,  £25 Telephone 
01838 200406.

 FIREARMS
BRUNO .22 RIFLE,   
£275 Telephone 07836 
796920.
BRUNO 243 DEER 
RIFLE wide angle lens, 
new condition,  £775 
Telephone 07836 
896920.
NEW GUN CABINET 
holds three guns,  £60 
Telephone 07836 
796920.

 FURNITURE
COFFEE TABLE solid 
wood in light oak with 

four slate inlays. Good 
condition,  65 x 65cm,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
720674.
DOUBLE DIVAN BED 
complete with 10” deep 
luxury orthopaedic mat-
tress, still in package.  

will accept,  £150 Tele-
phone 07435 582285.
LIGHT OAK DINING TA-
BLE 3’ x 4’ + 2 additional 
sections extending to 3’ x 
7’, good condition. Legs 
bolt on/off for transport. 
Buyer collects, Dalmally,  
£50 Telephone 01838 
200406.
LLOYD LOOM CHAIR 
soft teal colour, in 
good condition and 

co-ordinating cushion. 
Traditional shape with 
mid-height back and 
arms,  £15 Telephone 
01631 720674.
VICTORIAN MAHOG-
ANY  Dining Table 5’ 

ers.  Buyer collects, 

phone 01499 302198 or 
07766 191232.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

EPSON TW3600 FULL 
HD PROJECTOR Full 
HD projector in excellent 
condition. Only 477 
hours use on lamp. 
Perfect for SKY, Bluray 
, Games Console, PC, 
etc,  £300 Telephone 

01397 698095².

24”/60cm.  Good 
working order,  £50 Tele-
phone 07807 467054².

 HOME FURNISHINGS
ORTHOPAEDIC MEM-
ORY FOAM  Mattress 

original packaging with 
receipt, cost £1,060 will 
accept ,  £80 Telephone 
07799 713326.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

GLASS SINK & PEDES-
TAL circular glass bowl 
sitting on semi circular 
glass shelf, supported 

by chrome pedestal. 
Chrome mixer tap and 
pop - up plug,  £35 Tele-
phone 01631 720674.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BACKPACK Lowe Al-
pine Walkabout 45litre 
rucksack, brand new,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
563096.
BACKPACK Vango Od-
yssey 35litre rucksack, 
brand new, cost new 
£25,  £10 Telephone 
01631 563096.

 LIVESTOCK
PULLETS Skye pure pul-
lets black or brown.  Tele-
phone 01470 572213.

WORKING LABRADOR 
PUPS beautiful litter of 
pedigree black working 
labrador puppies.  KC 
registered, both parents 
from champion lines.  
Ready for suitable, 

of June.  Telephone 
01546 870383 or 07775 
184714.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photogra-
phy of some of our most 

beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 

Loch Lomond, Kelso, 

and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-

of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 

calendar. Places in-

Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 

on-line at www.scottish-

calendars.co.uk

 TOYS AND GAMES
SHOVE HA’PENNY 
BOARD in good con-
dition with coins and 
chalks,  £10 Telephone 
01631 720768.

 WANTED
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP 
METAL we uplift scrap 
cars, copper, brass, lead 
etc.  Smaller quantities 
considered.  Telephone 
07435 589701.
WANTED two car 
wheels for trailer, 13” 
or 14” or 15”. 4½pcd, 
2¾ centre hole.  Tyres 

01631 710548².

£

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online. Visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk and place your advert. Deadline for classifieds is 3pm on Tuesday each week.

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL
SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

£

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100



Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE
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like us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 

NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 

ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,

Crannog Lane, Oban,

PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

Fax: 01631 568001

www.obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator

Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk

Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive

Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive

Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive

Danielle Martin
dmartin@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive

Stephanie Dunstaff nage
sdunstaff nage@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter

Louise Glen
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter

Steven Rae
srae@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter

Emma Crichton
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

Branch Offi  ces

 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646

Arran

Tel 01770 302142

www.obantimes.co.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS PERSONAL NOTICES WEDDINGS

GRANTHAM - HARPER
Michael Grantham and Alison Harper were married 

on 6 April 2015 at Balbirnie House Hotel, in Fife. 
Michael is the eldest son of Brian and Frances 

Grantham, Ganavan, Oban. Alison is the daughter of 
Douglas and Jane Harper, Edinburgh. A wonderful 

time was had by all!

MARRIAGES
McAULEY - MACKAY - At 
Lochnell Castle, Benderloch 
on May 2, 2015, Ryan, eldest 
son of Myles and Catherine to 
Alison Elizabeth, daughter of 
Stuart and Mary. Much love 
and congratulations.

DEATHS 
DAVREN - Peacefully, at 
home, with his family by his 
side on Tuesday May 26, 2015, 
Stan Davren, aged 80 years, 
beloved husband of Agnes, 
devoted dad of Lynn, Colin and 
Stephen, a much loved papa of 
Ryan, Lorne, Iain, Colin, Ellis 
and Angus. A dear father-in-
law, uncle and a true friend to 
many. Memorial service to be 
held on Tuesday June 2, 2015 
at 3.30pm in St. Munda’s Parish 
Church, Ballachulish. Funeral 
service will take place at 
Cardross Crematorium, please 
contact John McLellan Funeral 
Directors on 01397 702128 for 

only please and all are welcome 
to attend the Crematorium and 
at the Church.
EATON - Peacefully at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital 
on May 25, 2015. Kenneth 
(Toby), beloved husband of 
Jane, much loved father of 
Michael and Roger.
MACCOLL - Peacefully, 
in Moss Park Care Home on 
Sunday May 24, 2015, Catherine 
MacDermid MacColl, aged 87 
years. Widow of Ian Watson 
MacColl, a much loved sister, 
mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother. Sincere thanks to 
all who cared for her. A service 
to celebrate her life will be held 
on Friday June 5, 2015 at 2 pm 
in St. Munda’s Parish Church, 
Ballachulish. She gave her 
family countless gifts; her last 
gift is to medical science.
MACDOUGALL - Peacefully, 
at Wishaw General Hospital, 
on May 26, 2015, May, (née 
Cameron), dearly loved wife 
of the late Don, mum to Iona, 
David and John and a much 
loved gran and great-gran. 
Funeral will be at Glenorchy 
Parish Church - date to be 
confirmed.
MUNRO - Sadly at Kilmore, 
Wester Balblair, Beauly, on 
Friday, May 22, 2015, Joan 
Munro (Joey) (nèe Campbell),  
in her 91st year, dearly beloved 
wife of the late Jimmy Munro, 
devoted mother to Anna and 
Isobel and mother-in-law to 
Jimmy. A special puppa to 
Isobel, Fiona, Joanna, Ailsa, 
Lindsay and great-grandson 
Mure.  Funeral service on 
Monday, June 1, at 10.30am 
in Kilmorack and Erchless 
Church of Scotland, Croyard 
Road, Beauly, thereafter 
to Kilmorack Cemetery.  
All friends respectfully 
invited.  Family flowers only 
please.  Enquiries to the 
Funeral Directors, John 
Fraser & Son, 17-29 Chapel 
Street, Inverness, IV1 1NA. 
Telephone 01463 233366.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BOWMAN - Mary and 
family would like to express 
their gratitude to all relatives 
and friends for their loving 
support after the sad loss of 
Ian on May 13. Many thanks 
to all who sent flowers, 
baking, cards and letters 
which are much appreciated 
and to those who attended 
the funeral. Our thanks are 
due to Dr Claire Lavery 
and the nursing team who 
attended Ian during his final 
illness. Also to his carers who 
treated him with kindness and 
respect in his final days. We 
are very much indebted to the 
Reverend Johnny Paton for 
his patience in listening to us 
talk about Ian which he then 
translated into a sympathetic 
and uplifting service which 
comforted us all. Thank you 
also to the organist for music 
played - especially “The call 
of the Faraway Hills” from 
Shane (a film Ian loved). 
We are very appreciative 
of the help and guidance 
given by Billy McClymont 
(funeral director), ably 
assisted by John Archbold , 
in organising the funeral and 
especially the poignant pause 
at 15 Breadalbane Street 
to acknowledge the many 
happy years we spent there. 
Thank you to the Western 
Isles Hotel for providing soup 
and sandwiches after the 
internment. Special thanks 
to Kathleen and Lynn for 
their continued kindness. 
A collection for Cancer 
Research raised £750.
CAVIN - Heather and family 
would like to extend heartfelt 
thanks to relatives and friends 
for their kindness and support 
over recent weeks. Thanks 
especially to Rev Dr Malcolm 
Kinnear and V. Rev Allan 
Mclean (Dans' son-in-law) for 
a very special church service 
and committal. Sincere thanks 
to Drs Ellis and McConnell 
and the district nurses without 
whose support Dan couldn't 
have remained in the comfort 
of his own home. Also to 
Mike McFall, funeral director 
and the staff of the Highland 
Getaway for their sympathetic 
attention to our refreshments. 
Thank you, finally, to everyone 
who came to pay their respects 
at the Church and graveside. 
Donations exceeding £200, 
gratefully received, have 
been passed on to the Church 
Guild where they will be used 
to help to continue the Guild's 
excellent works.

CHISHOLM - The Chisholm 
family would like to thank 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
extended to them by way of 
cards, flowers and phone 
calls following the sad loss of 
George. Special thanks to Dr 
Massie, Anne and Michelle - 
Macmillan nurses and all the 
staff of Moss Park Nursing 
Home. Grateful thanks to 
Scott, John and Joanne of 
John McLellan Funeral 
Directors for their support 
and kindness, Father Donald 
MacLeod and Sister June and 
to all who paid their respects 
at the church and graveside 
and who kindly donated 
£240.05 to Macmillan nurses 
and Moss Park Nursing 
Home. Finally thanks to the 
Moorings Hotel.
KENNEDY - Mary, Joanie 
and Donnie would like to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their 
sympathy, mass cards, 
flowers, telephone calls 
and visits on the sad loss of 
our brother Angus. Special 
thanks to all the staff in the 
Belford Hospital, Tweeddale 
Surgery and Community 
care. Thanks to Mgr Donald 
MacKinnon, Mgr Thomas 
Wynne and Deacon Thomas 
Wynne for their kind and 
comforting words at Angus's 
mass. To Mike McFall and 
staff for their help and care 
in attending to the funeral 
arrangements, also to the 
West End Hotel for the lovely 
refreshments. Finally thanks 
to all who so generously 
donated to Ward 1 of the 
Belford Hospital.
KERR - Following the 
recent tragic death of our 
darling son, brother, uncle 
and boyfriend Jamie, his 
family would like to thank 
most sincerely all their many 
friends, family and work 
colleagues for unfailing 
comfort and support, visits, 
letters, cards, flowers, 
phone calls and to Jamie's 
many friends who have 
kept us going with many 
stories. Thanks to Rev Jeff 
MacCormick for comfort 
and a fitting service, to 
Shug, Nick and Ian for their 
beautiful words about Jamie, 
Oban Camanachd shinty 
players for their presence 
and guard of honour at 
the church. The Glen for 
a lovely buffet, Moreen 
Gracie for flowers and Hoeys 
for professional help and 
support at a very difficult 
time. Collection at the church 
for RNLI was £2,112.58.
Lastly to the many people 
who paid their respects at the 
church and graveside shows 
how much Jamie was loved 
and will be missed.
ROBERTSON - The family 
of the late Peggy Robertson 
would like to convey our 
sincere thanks to the Rev 
Dr Richard Corbett for his 
guidance and comforting 
service at Caol Church, to 
Rev Dr Roddy MacLeod 
for his visits and committal 
service at Kilmore and Mike 
McFall, Undertaker for 
arrangements. Our thanks for 
the many words of comfort, 
cards, flowers and telephone                                                                                                
calls received in our sad loss 
of Peggy. To all who paid their 
last respects at the church 
and who travelled to Skye 
and attended the graveside. 
Many thanks to Dee Dee  
MacGillivray for catering 
which was much appreciated. 
Generous donations received 
of over £600 for Community 
Nursing Funds.
RYDINGS - Mel, Chris and 
families would sincerely like 
to thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 
flowers, cards and visits after 
the death of our lovely mum, 
Edie. Thank you to those 
who attended the service and 
to Rev. Christine Fulcher for 
an uplifting service; Catriona 
and Owen of Hamish Hoeys 
and Sons for all your help 
and guidance; Moreen for 
the gorgeous flowers and the 
Royal Hotel for the excellent 
refereshments. Special 
thanks go to Kate and the girls 
of the ECCT; Isla Grierson; 
Gaynor, Francis and all the 
district nurses and Eilidh 
Heggarty who all attended 
to mum so professionally 
and compassionately. We 
couldn't have done it without 
you. Lastly we would just like 
to thank Dr Fiona McLennan 
for the care and kindness 
given to mum which went 
above and beyond her duty. 
Also for her care and support 
shown to the family. We will 
never forget it. The sum 
of £298.72 was raised from 
the collection which is to be 
divided between Macmillan 
and Mare Curie.
STEELE - Karen, Ewen 
and family would like to 
thank family, friends and 
neighbours for their kindness 
and support following the 
sudden loss of Donnie. We 
would like to thank those 
who attended the funeral 
and to Rev. Jeff McCormick 
for a wonderful service. A 
total of £549.06 was raised 
for Diabetes UK. We would 
also like to thank D&A 
Munn for their care and 
professionalism and also to 
The Lochnell Arms Hotel 
for great food and service 
afterwards. Donnie will be 
sorely missed.

Obituary: Ewen McDonald 
Headmaster, RAF pilot and Stalag Luft III survivor.
June 30, 1920 - May 6, 2015.
EWEN McDonald, who 
has died aged 94, was one 
of the last survivors of the 
Stalag Luft III, the Nazi 
prisoner-of-war camp that 
provided a dramatic setting 
for the classic films The 
Great Escape (1963) and 
The Wooden Horse (1950).

After the war he rarely 
talked about his war ex-
periences and went on to 
teach English at Oban High 
School, alongside contempo-
rary and friend, writer and 
teacher Iain Crichton Smith 
before latterly becoming a 
pillar of the community in 
Huntly, Aberdeenshire. 

He was rector of the 
Gordon Schools, chairman 
of the Children’s Panel in 
Aberdeenshire and a justice 
of the peace.

He did not go to reunions 
where he might meet the 
dwindling band of fellow 
servicemen. Eventually 
he talked about it to close 
family. 

He talked about being shot 
down over Crete, the death 
of fellow crewmen and his 
years as a prisoner-of-war. 

The son of a senior police 
officer, he was born in Glas-
gow in 1920, attended Allan 
Glen’s School and Glasgow 
University, which was 
intended to lead to training 
as a Church of Scotland 
minister. 

When the Second World 
War broke out he tried to 
enlist in the Army, but was 
told he should finish his 
degree and that ministers 
were a reserved occupation. 

He managed to enlist in the 
RAF, where he proved such 
a capable pilot that they put 
him to work training others. 

They wanted to send him 
to Canada to train pilots 
there, but he pushed for 
active service.

He flew 15 operations, 
attacking enemy shipping in 
the Mediterranean. 

His Wellington bomber, 
in which he flew, was shot 
down over Crete while car-
rying out a daring mission to 
drop a mine at the entrance 
to Heraklion Habour. 

Three of his four crewmen 
were killed.

He did not remember 
much about his plane being 

hit, just swearing when the 
co-pilot collapsed onto him, 
not realising the man was 
dead, an engine on fire, 
going down into the sea and 
climbing onto the fuselage. 
With serious head wounds, 
he was lucky to survive. 

He and his surviving crew-
man were flown to Athens. 

‘We were nursed by two 
German auxiliary Red Cross 
nurses,’ he wrote. ‘They 
brought us oranges from the 
Athens street markets.

They wrote down their 
names and addresses for me 
before I left, but on the way 
to Germany I tore them up.

‘I didn’t think it would be 
a good idea for them to be 
handing out such informa-
tion to enemy prisoners.’

He wondered about trying 
to track them down after the 
war, but never did.

He ended up in Stalag Luft 
III, the camp for captured 
airmen. ‘The big excitement 
of the first year was the 
Wooden Horse escape,’ he 
wrote in his personal papers. 

This involved men using 
the exercise apparatus as 
cover for a tunnel. Ewen 
took his turn running up to 
it, but did not actually jump 
it. 

He was still badly injured 
and feared knocking it over, 
exposing the dig.

He was part of one escape 
scheme that ended when a 
roof collapsed under the 
weight of earth that had 
been dug out of a tunnel 
over six months - an episode 
shown in the film The 
Wooden Horse. 

He maintained most POW 
films were accurate in their 
depiction of conditions, 

though he was dismissive 
of The Great Escape and 
Steve McQueen leaping 
over the boundary fence on 
a motorbike.

He did not write about the 
actual Great Escape – too 
painful. Seventy-six men 
escaped, 73 were recaptured 
and 50 summarily executed, 
a war crime committed on 
Hitler’s personal orders.

As the war entered its final 
weeks the Soviets were clos-
ing on one side, the Amer-
icans on the other and the 
Germans were determined 
to hold onto British officers 
as ‘bargaining counters’, 
marching them west ahead 
of the Soviet advance. 

Battles continued all 
around. It was a time of 
danger and chaos. He was 
eventually freed when Sovi-
et tanks turned up at their 
camp. Ewen remembered 
some of the Soviet soldiers 
were women. 

He made his own way back 
across Europe, witnessing 
many horrors and occasion-
al acts of kindness. 

He received no counselling 
and just got on with life, 
although forever haunted by 
his memories.

He visited the families of 
dead crew. The visits were 
difficult. One elderly couple 

who had lost their only son 
wanted him to stay the night. 
One mother shut the door 
in his face - because there 
was no body she refused to 
believe her son was dead.

He returned to Glasgow 
University, not to study 
Divinity, but Arts. 

He taught English in 
Blairgowrie, Aberdeen and 
Oban, following George 
Milne into the post of head 
of English around 1954 and 
in 1961 became rector of the 
Gordon Schools. 

In his spare time he 
enjoyed hillwalking and 
gardening.

After retiring in 1982, he 
travelled widely, trekked in 
Nepal.

He also returned to the 
site of Stalag Luft III, now 
in Poland. 

By chance he met a visiting 
school group and was per-
suaded to talk to them about 
his experiences. 

The children were in awe, 
adopting their own real-life 
war hero.

Ewen is survived by his 
wife Mary, who he had met 
before the war and who was 
also a teacher, three chil-
dren, five grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren. 

 Brian Pendreigh
                            Son-in-law

Thought for the week   The secret of wellbeing

I used to organise the 
transition from primary to 
secondary school when a 
depute head teacher at Oban 
High School. Many times I 
talked to parents about their 
most desired life outcomes 
for their children, wealth, 
good exam passes, a place at 
university, good health? 

Adults when asked ‘what 
do you most want for your 
child?’ invariably answer ‘I 

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL - Remembering 
our treasured mum Joey 
Millar, who passed away May 
29, 1987.
Memories most precious.
- Love Avril and John
CHILDS – Loving memories 
of our dear father and papa 
Laurence (Larry), who 
passed away so suddenly on 
May 26, 2002.
Those we love don't go away
They walk beside us every 
day.
- Love always, your loving 
family.x
CURRIE - In loving memory 
of our dad Archie, who 
passed away June 1, 1998.
Remembering you is easy
We do it every day
Missing you is the heartache 
That never goes away.
- Mairi
- Allan, Gillian and family.
GILLIES - In loving memory 
of a wife and mother, Tina, 
taken from us June 1, 2000.
A million times we needed 
you
A million times we cried
If love could have saved you
You would have never died.
- Alistair, John and Charlene
KEMP - Johanna, died  May 
31, 2009.
Silent thoughts of treasured 
memories.
- Morag and family
KIRKPATRICK - Cherished 
memories of Catherine, a 
devoted wife, mother, gran 
and sister, who passed away 
on May 31, 2001.
Remembering you is easy
We do it every day
Missing you is the heartache 
that never goes away.
- Angus and sons, Allan and 
Gary, Helen and James and 
the rest of the family.
KIRKPATRICK - In loving 
memory of a dear mother 
Rachel MacInnes, who died 
on January 21, 1974, also 
our two sons, Billy died 
September 11, 1990 and John 
died July 1, 1996.
Treasured memories.
- Angus and Heather.
KIRKPATRICK - In memory 
of John, died January 20, 
2011.
- Angus, Heather and family.
MACCONNELL - Michael 
(Twig), who died May 30.
One year has passed since 
that sad day
You closed your eyes and 
slipped away
You left us quietly without 
goodbye
But loving memories will 
never die.
- Ian, Margaret, Joan, Pat, 
Christine, Morgan and 
Alistair.
MACINTYRE - Loving 
memories of Kenny, who died 
May 30, 1999.
Much loved and missed
In our thoughts and 
imaginations of your 
grandchildren always.
- Elizabeth, Kenny, Colin and 
families.
MACINTYRE - 
Remembering Angus, died 
May 26, 1986 and Kenny, 
died May 30, 1999.
The humour and steadfast 
examples remain as strong as 
ever.
- Angus, Lorn, Eric and all 
the family.
MACKAY - In loving memory 
of Rosemarie (Rosie), loving 
wife, cherished mum and 
granny.
Forever in our thoughts and 
sorely missed.
Mo Chaoin Chailin
- Jackie and family.
MACKAY - Rosie who died 
May 30, 2012, friend and 
sister-in-law.
Still miss you.
- Iona.x
TURNER - In loving memory 
of our mother Mary Turner 
née McLennan, who died 
May 29, 2014.
Sadly missed.
- Kenny, Mary, Ray, 
Catherine and families

DARING: RAF wartime pilot 

Ewen with wife Mary celebrating a long and happy 
marriage. 

want my child to be happy’. 
Despite all the media and 
material pressures that life 
throws up, adults still put a 
huge premium on happiness 
for their children.

According to Wikipedia, 
‘happiness is a mental or 
emotional state of well-being 
characterised by positive or 
pleasant emotions ranging 
from contentment to intense 
joy.’ 

The framers of the US Dec-
laration of Independence 
recognised the importance 
of happiness. They deemed 
that, “life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness” were 
inalienable rights.

Happiness even has a 
bearing on life span. Ac-
cording to a recent article 
in the journal ‘Science’ by 
Bruno S. Frey, happy people 
live 14 per cent longer, with 
increased longevity of seven 
to 10 years. 

Psychologists and coun-
sellors generally agree that 
an individual can increase 
his/her happiness level in 
the following ways: firstly, 

by showing gratitude for 
the good things you have; 
second, exercise ‘signature 
strengths’ i.e. do what you 
are good at as often as you 
can; third, spend as much 
time as possible with people 
you like; fourth, realise that 
there are many better things 
than wealth, and finally, 
give, because giving makes 
individuals happier than 
receiving. 

For me however, the best 
advice about being happy 
comes from Psalm 146 in the 
Bible which says:

Happy are those whose 
help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord 
their God, who made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them; who keeps 
faith forever; who executes 
justice for the oppressed; 
who gives food to the hungry. 

The Lord sets the prisoners 
free. The Lord opens the 
eyes of the blind. The Lord 
lifts up those who are bowed 
down. The Lord loves the 
righteous. 

The Lord watches over 

the strangers. He upholds 
the orphan and the widow, 
but the way of the wicked he 
brings to ruin.’

Am I happy? Of course I 
am.

 C. E. Morrison

Happy 21st 
Birthday

with love from
Dad, Mum & 

Stuart
29.5.1994

Fiona 

Look who turned 
60!

Lots of love from 
all the family.

Happy 
birthday
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Fort William

Athletic win one, lose one

Isle of Skye

TEN ladies took part in Tobermory Golf Club La-
dies’ Open Day on May 16 when the overall winner 
was Anne-Claire Landolt, Tobermory, who came 
in with 32 points.
 Runner-up was Doris Hargreaves, Tobermory, 
with 30 points. Third overall on count-back was 

IN THE SWING: Back row, from left: Ann-Clare Landolt, Anne Thomson, Jennifer Jack, Rosalind Reid, 
Doris Hargreaves, Fiona Shepherd (Edinburgh), Olive Brown. Front row, from left; Susan Cameron 
(Taynuilt), Helen Pearson (Oban), Christine Cameron (Oban) and Kathy McAdam, lady captain of 

Tobermory Golf Club.

Anne-Claire wins Tobermory
golf club’s ladies’ open day

Glencruitten

OBAN man Sandy Galbraith has 
become the first ever winner of 
the Adult Outreach singles pool 
league in the town.

The league, which is affiliated 
to the Scottish Eightball Pool 
Federation, was set up specifi-
cally for players with additional 
needs and is the first ever league 
of its kind in Scotland.

Although Sandy plays in the 
Oban pool league and in the 
regional tour events, he has said 
he likes the fact that it gives both 
him and the other Outreach 
players a real chance of going for 
silverware.  

He also said that as he and the 
other players were looking to 
form an international Outreach 
team it had given them a good 
starting point.

The next step for the Outreach 
players will be at international 
level, with a singles tournament 
at the 2015 Nations cup in Aber-
deen in September.  

This will show participating 
countries what the Outreach 
section are capable of achieving, 
in the hope that an Outreach 
team section will form in the next 
couple of years.

TWO Argyll hockey players have 
tasted international success after 
being selected for the Scotland 
over-60s team. 

Ernie Britain Dodds from Seil 
and Alan Parker from Mull were 
selected to play for the Scottish 
senior veterans international 
hockey team last month, winning 
the Celtic cup against Wales, in 
Bangor, Northern Ireland.

Both players are members of 
the Oban Hockey Club as well as 
‘LX’ members.  

The term LX stands for 60-plus, 
with many countries now having 
large numbers of players in that 
age bracket.

Scotland has about 80 members 
of the club, with a wide range of 
ages; the oldest playing member 
is a goalkeeper from Stepps 
called George Black, who is in 
his 80s.  

Ernie and Alan are hopeful 
they will be part of the home 
internationals team to play at 
Peffer Mill in Edinburgh this 
summer. 

After that is the Masters World 
cup to be played in Newcastle, 
New South Wales next May.  

INTERNATIONAL SUCCESS: Alan Parker, left, and Ernie Britain 
Dodds, who appeared for the Scotland over-60s’ hockey team in 

their Celtic cup win against Wales in Northern Ireland last month.  

Success 
for Argyll 
hockey 
veterans

Olive Brown, Tobermory, also with 30 points.
 Winning visitor with 21 points was Christine 
Cameron from Oban and Susan Cameron from 
Taynuilt was the runner-up visitor with 20 points.

Hockey

CHAMPION: Sandy Galbraith, the 
winner of the Adult Outreach 
singles pool  league in Oban.

Sandy picks up
the silverware
Pool

THE results of the Senior gents 
open, held at Killin golf club on 
May 13, were: 

Category one, 0-14 handicap 
- 1, A Lyons (Tulliallan) 65; 2, 
Glenn Marshall (Rye Hill) 66; 3, 
George Ferguson (Cardross) 67.

Category two, 15-28 handicap 
- 1, John Dalton (Killin) 63; 2, 
Kerr Butterworth (Killin) 64; 3, 
J Delany (Auchterarder) 65.

Nearest the pin, 15 - 28 hand-
icap was  John Dalton. Nearest 
the pin, 0 - 14 was Jim Burton 
(Killin). Nearest the pin in  two 
was G Wayte (Whitecraigs).

The handicap winner of the 
Kiltyrie Trophy was John Dalton 
with 63. 

The Mactaggart Trophy for 
the best local with a handicap 
between 15 and 28, was  John 
Dalton with 63.

The Lix Toll Trophy for best 
local handicap between 0 and 14 
was Bruce Ford (Killin) with 68.

OBAN Athletic travelled to play 
Cardross last Wednesday in a 
league game at Station park and 
came back with all three points 
by scoring five goals without 
reply.

The Oban side opened the 
scoring after 30 minutes with a 
shot by Ryan Campbell from 25 
yards

The second half was a one-sid-
ed affair as the Oban team 
played attacking football from 
the start and scored through 
two goals from Bailley Taylor 
one from Ryan Campbell and a 
cracker from Lance McCuish to 
make the final score 5-0.

Needed to win
On Saturday Duntocher were 

the visitors to Oban in a game 
Athletic needed to win to keep 
their hopes of finishing top of 
the league and a play-off posi-
tion against either Corkerhill or 
Duntocher.

The Oban team started the 
better knocking the ball about 
and creating chances with Alan 
Buchanan up front on his own 
causing Duntocher problems 
with his running.

Athletic opened the scoring 
when Stephen Kelly cut in from 
the left and fired an unstoppable 

shot from 25 yards into the top 
left hand corner of the net.

There was no more scoring in 
the first half with Athletic being 
the better team but the play was 
getting bogged down in the mid-
field area.

Duntocher changed their 
line up for the second half and 
pushed another striker up front 
but the Oban team were holding 
their own and should have been 
making better use of the ball.

Duntocher equlaised in the 55th 
minute when their striker broke 
through the home defence to fire 
the bal past Graham Douglas.

Five minutes later the visitors 
took the lead after a mix up in the 
Oban defence.

The Oban side were still mak-
ing chances and were pushing for 
a goal to get themselves back in 
the game but a breakaway in the 
80th minute and a cut back to 
the Duntocher striker from 10 
yards left keeper Douglas with 
no chance and a harsh reward for 
the keeper who had one save to 
make and had to pick the ball out 
of the net three times.

Referee Martin Rae, who had a 
good game, blew for full time with 
a well-deserved win for Duntoch-
er who looked the hungrier team 

with a strong second half display.
Athletic were left reflecting 
what could have been but with a 
good group of players and a core 
of youngsters coming through 
things are looking healthy for 
Athletic. The club have a team 
meeting on Tuesday night to dis-

cuss the season and make plans 
for the next campaign.

If anyone is interested in 
helping in managing or coaching 
or just getting involved in some 
capacity in the club please get 
in touch with Maureen Maitland 
or Donald Campbell as help is 

always appreciated.
Next Saturday’s game is against 

Bellaire in Gourock with two 
home games against Old Oak 
Thistle and Corkerhill to come.

DEFEAT: Action from Oban Athletic’s 3-1 defeat to  Duntocher last Saturday. 16_t22athletic02

Jolly old hockey sticks
HockeyTEAMS from different parts of 

Scotland gathered at Glencruit-
ten on Saturday for the third 
annual Oban hockey club sevens 
tournament. 

Although there were players 
dressed up in fun costumes and 
the mood was light-hearted, 
there were some good skills on 
display and a competitive nature 
to some of the games, with local 
rivalries between the eight teams.

Winners Glasgow High Kelvin-

HOCKEY 7s: Action from the 
Oban tournament held at 
Glencruitten last Saturday. 
16_t22hockey01

side (GHK) were joined by three 
teams from Oban hockey club, 
two from Helensburgh, and one 
each from Hillhead and Stepps.

Charmaine Love, Oban ladies 
captain, said: ‘This year was 
the most successful yet, with 
eight teams taking part and five 
travelling from the Glasgow and 
Helensburgh areas. Well done to 
winners GHK. With very positive 
feedback from all the teams, we 
will be organising next year’s 
event soon.’

RESULTS from the Black 
and White shield played on 
Wednesday May 13: Category 
one 1 Jamie Beaton 65 (74-9); 2 
Alex Munro 69 (79-10). Category 
two 1 Kyle Pirie 62 (76-14); 2 
Martin Bird  65 (79-14); 3 Dave 
MacVicar 69 (83-14). 

Strath cup round one played 
on Wednesday May 20: 1 Gillies 
Nicolson 36 points; 2 Ian Marr 
33 points; 3 Mike Westman 32 
points. 

May medal, played on Saturday 
May 23 and Sunday May 24: 1 
Robert MacAskill 65 bih (93-
28); 2 Alex Munro 65 (75-10); 3 
John Finlayson 66 bih (77-11); 4 
John Allan MacLeod 66 (78-12). 

THE Craig Paterson trophy 
played on Saturday May 16: 1 
Ian Robertson 72 bih (85-13); 
2 Bryan Simpson 72 (84-12); 3 
Ronald MacDonald 73 (87-14).

The Captain’s prize competi-
tion played on Saturday May 23: 
1 Stephen Howden 64 (80-16); 2 
Ronald MacDonald 68 bih (82-
14); 3 Neil Feggans 68 (79-11).

Medal and Eclectic ladies’ 
contest played on Tuesday May 
19: 1 Helen Brian 71 (90-19); 2 
Iona Cameron 83 (101-18).

The second round of the E 
Howie ladies’ trophy, played on 
Saturday May 23: 1 Rosemary 
MacIntyre 75 (86-11); 2 Kay 
Jerram 79 (203-24); 3 Ann 
Lovatt 82 (108-26). 

ROBERT MacIntyre leads 
the qualifiers for the Pickfords 
Trophy with a score of 60. David 
McCuish is second with a score 
of 63, and Cameron Milne was 
third with a score of 65.
 On Sunday there was a 
two-man Stableford and the 
winners with a score of 53 were 
Dougie MacIntyre and Robert 
MacIntyre. Michael Kelly and 
Finlay O’Rourke were second 
with a score of 59 – 4 = 55. 
Sharing third place were George 
Currie and Malcolm MacKillop 
with a score of 65 – 7 = 58, 
and Jonathan MacMillan and 
Charles MacIntyre with a score 
of 61 - 3 = 58. 
 On Saturday the Argyll and 
Bute spring meeting takes place.

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2450
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

J Stevenson
Sim Street
Stewarton

M Stewart
Strontian
Acharacle

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given 
for entries received after the deadline.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB
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Shinty

Youth Shinty

Fixtures

Results

Camanachd Cup ties take 
centre stage this weekend

Saturday 23 May
Artemis Macaulay Cup
1st Round
Bute 1 v 4 Oban Camanachd

RBS MacTavish Cup
Semi Final
Glenurquhart 2 v 0 Skye

Balliemore Cup 2nd Round
Beauly 7 v 1 Ballachulish
Glenorchy 1 v 5 Glasgow MA
Oban Celtic 1 v 3 Inverness 

Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup 3rd Round
Inveraray 2 v 1 Skye
Newtonmore 3 v 1 Glenurquhart
Lochside Rovers 6 v 2 Lochaber
Glengarry 4 v 6 Fort William  

Strathdearn Cup 2nd Round
Kinlochshiel 2 v 0 Inverness

Marine Harvest Premiership
Fort William 3 v 1 Lovat
Kingussie 2 v 1 Kyles Athletic
Kinlochshiel 1 v 6 Newtonmore

Marine Harvest National 
Division
Caberfeidh P v P Kilmallie
Due to bereavement

Marine Harvest
North Division 1 
Beauly 3 v 1 Kingussie
Strathglass 3 v 3 Lovat

Marine Harvest
South Division 1 
Aberdour 5 v 0 Strachur
Kyles Athletic 1 v 1 Kilmory

Marine Harvest
North Division 2 
Aberdeen Uni 5 v 6 Caberfeidh
Kilmallie 5 v 0 Boleskine

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Bute 2 v 0 Glenorchy 
Col Glen 5 v 0 Oban Lorn

NEW KIT: some of the members of Oban Lorn shinty club: back from 
left, John Douglas, Andrew MacMillan, William MacEwan and, front, 

Innes Jackson, Ross Higgins and Fergus Taylor.

OBAN’S newest shinty club has 
received a cash boost to buy 
equipment and help pay the hire 
costs for pitches.

Oban Lorn Shinty Club has 
been given £4,105 from Scottish 
Sea Farms Heart of the Commu-
nity Trust.

The cash from Scottish Sea 
Farms will provide goals, hel-
mets, sticks and balls, as well 
as pitch hire for match games 
and the hire of indoor training 
facilities. 

This effectively opens up the 
opportunity to play the game to 
a wider range of young people, 
who might not have considered 
it before or been unable to afford 
the equipment.

Experience
Oban Lorn Shinty Club has five 

coaches with experience at jun-
ior, senior and international level.  

These coaches have all formerly 
been active members of Oban 
Camanachd and Oban Celtic.

 David Martin, club treasurer, 
said: ‘We are hoping to increase 
the number of young people par-

ticipating in the sport of shinty.  
‘This is really important for the 

future of the sport and the cash 
support from Scottish Sea Farms 
will help the club develop new 
players now, which bodes well 
for years to come. Without this 
funding it is unlikely we would be 
in a financial position to promote 
health and wellbeing in and 
around the town.

Anticipated 
‘It is anticipated that we will 

expand the delivery of our de-
velopment programme to both 
primary and secondary schools.’ 

Donald Buchanan, processing 
manager, Scottish Sea Farms, 
said: ‘Shinty is a super sport with 
proud Scottish traditions. It is a 
physical contact sport and pro-
motes discipline at an early age.  

‘We are really pleased that our 
Heart of the Community Trust 
can help these young people 
participate in an active lifestyle 
and have lots of fun.’ 

Major cash boost for Oban shinty club

Friday 29 May
Strathdearn Cup 2nd Round
Lochaber  v Kingussie  
Callum Duff - 7pm

Saturday 30 May
Scottish Hydro
Camanachd Cup 2nd Round 
Fort William v Kingussie  
Lachie Wood
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Bute  
David Mitchell
Glenurquhart v Inveraray  
Innes Wood
Kinlochshiel v Kyles Athletic 
John Angus Gillies - 3pm
Lochaber v Newtonmore  
Deek Cameron - 12pm
Lovat v Caberfeidh  
Ron Kennedy

Strathdearn Cup 2nd Round
Skye v Fort William  
Martin MacLean

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Kinlochshiel v Glenurquhart 
Evan MacRae - 12pm
Newtonmore v Lovat  
Duncan Kelly

Marine Harvest
South Division 1 
Aberdour v Lochside Rovers 
Robert Baxter - 3pm 
Glenorchy v Taynuilt  
Graham Cameron
Inveraray v Kyles Athletic   
Euan Pearson
Kilmory v Oban Celtic  
Willie MacDonald

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Aberdeen Uni v Glengarry  
Archie Ritchie
Kilmallie v Strathspey  
Ronnie Campbell
Lewis v=Caberfeidh  
John Matheson

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Aberdour v Bute
Jon Gallagher - 12pm 
Col Glen  v Ballachulish  
Jim Innes
Glenorchy v Glasgow Mid Argyll 
John Wood - 12pm
Tayforth  v Oban Lorn  
Ewen MacDonald
Throw ups 2.30 unless stated

Womens Camanachd
Association
Sun 31 May
Marine Harvest National 
Division 1
Lochaber  v  Aberdour
Glengarry v Lorn Ladies

Marine Harvest National 
Division 2
Glasgow MA v  Strathglass
Lovat v Strathspey

Marine Harvest Challenge 
Cup Quarter Final
Cowal & Bute v Dunadd

ON TARGET: Lochside youngster Daniel MacMillan fi res the ball 
home for the fi rst of his two goals against Lochaber in their

 Sutherland Cup tie at Mossfi eld last Saturday. The Oban side 
won 6-2. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

OUCH: Oban Celtic’s Kenny Wotherspoon takes a sore one on his knee in his side’s 3-1 defeat in the 
Balliemore Cup at the hands of Inverness at Mossfi eld last Saturday. It was later discovered

 Kenny suff ered a fractured bone below his knee. Everyone in the game wishes him a speedy recovery.
Photo: Kevin McGlynn

 ACTION: Alan Clark from Ballachulish and former Ballachulish 
junior player Marc Maclachlan in action during the Balliemore

 Cup tie at Braeview Park, Beauly last weekend. The home 
side had a convincing 7-1 win over their Lochaber opponents.

Photo: Donald Cameron

Premiership
KINLOCHSHIEL suffered 
as Newtonmore slammed six 
goals past them to go top of the 
premiership on Saturday.

Glen MacKintosh scored 
the first, four minutes into the 
match, but ’Shiel equalised on 
14 minutes through the caman of 
Gordie MacDonald. Evan Men-
zies made it 2-1 two minutes later 
and that was how it stayed until 
ten minutes into the second half.

’Shiel were missing Keith 
MacRae, to injury, while New-
tonmore had Chris Sellar back on 
the field. He made his presence 
felt with the third goal.

The loss sees ’Shiel sink to sixth 
in the table.

This Saturday sees ’Shiel in the 
second round of the Camanachd 
Cup against Kyles Athletic. 
Throw up is at 3pm in Kirkton 
Park.

NEWTONMORE regained top 
spot in the league after a 6-1 away 
win to Kinlochshiel on Saturday. 

Goals from Chris Sellar, Fraser 
Mackintosh and two each from 
Evan Menzies and Glen Mack-
intosh sealed the win, leaving 
Newtonmore equal with Lovat 
on points, but with three games 
in hand. 

P J Mackintosh’s men travel to 
Spean Bridge this Saturday for 
their second round Camanachd 
Cup match with Lochaber, which 
will throw-up at midday.

INVERARAY had a free weekend 
last Saturday which will have giv-
en them plenty of time to prepare 
for their Camanachd Cup second 
round tie against Glenurquhart 
this weekend.

Last time they met the Loch 
Ness side in premiership action 
’Aray’s Euan McMurdo received 
a red card and Glenurquhart’s 
Fraser Heath scored two to take 
the win.

Inveraray manager Garry 
MacPherson said: ‘It is always 
a tough match. We just need to 
take our chances. We have John 
Kennedy back playing and Chris 
Crawford who scored against 
Skye for the second team on 
Saturday.’ 

FORT WILLIAM have made 
their way to fourth place in the 
premiership thanks to a 3-1 victo-
ry over Lovat.

It was the third consecutive win 
for the An Aird side made even 
better by beating Lovat, who had 
been in the top spot until Satur-
day’s game. 

Co-manager Victor Smith said: 
‘It was a great result on Saturday. 
When we’ve played Lovat before 
the scorelines have been tight 
although they played better than 
us, so we knew we were in with a 
shout. It was a great game and we 
deserved the 3-1 win. It wasn’t a 
fluke by any means.’ 

This weekend the Fort welcome 
Kingussie in the second round of 
the Camanachd cup. 

Smith said: ‘Kingussie beat 
Kyles this weekend, they’ve been 
playing well recently but so have 
we. It’s too close to call but it’s 
going to be a cracking game.’

LOVAT continue their quest 
for Camanachd Cup glory as 
they play host to Caberfeidh on 
Saturday. 

With a steady stream of recent 
away fixtures and a home tie 
against Kyles postponed, it will 
be John MacRitchie’s side’s first 
home game since April 4.

Fort William took the points as 
the two sides met last weekend at 
An Aird. A Kevin Bartlett goal in 
32 minutes wasn’t enough for Lo-
vat as Fort ran out 3-1 winners, 
avenging Lovat’s Macaulay cup 
win at the start of May. 

The Caberfeidh tie throws-up 
at 2.30pm at Balgate. 

KINGUSSIE entertained Kyles 
Athletic and proved it is possible 
to beat the Tighnabrauich outfit, 
which hasn’t lost a game this 
season. 

After a goal less first half, Scot-
land  player Roddy MacDonald 
found the net in the 51st minute 
to give Kyles the lead. 

It took Kingussie more than 20 
minutes before youngster Robert 
Mabon equalised, leaving it to 
Louis Munro to secure the win in 
the 83rd minute.

Kingussie head west on the A86 
for a Camanachd Cup tie against 
Fort William on Saturday.

Kingussie manager Russell 
Jones said: ‘Its going to be anoth-
er tough and difficult tie. ‘We are 
both similar teams with young 
players and have hit a good patch 
of form.’

KYLES ATHLETIC found Kin-
gussie a hard nut to crack and 
went down 2-1 in their premier-

ship tie last weekend. Two key 
Kyles’ players were missing - de-
fender Donald Irvine and David 
Zavaroni.

Kyles’ Roddy MacDonald 
opened the scoring in the second 
half but goals from Robert Ma-
bon in the 75th minute and Louis 
Munro in the 83rd secured the 
win for Kingussie.

The loss puts Kyles on nine, a 
point behind Lovat in the league 
and Newtonmore who are in top 
spot on goal difference.

Kyles make the journey to 
Kirkton Park for a second round 
Camanachd Cup tie against Kin-
lochshiel with a 3pm throw up on 
Saturday.

LOCHABER will welcome 
Newtonmore to Spean Bridge 
on Saturday, feeling recuperated 
after a free weekend. 

Ally Ferguson’s men will have 
a fight on their hands to make 
their way to the next round of 
the Camanachd Cup as ’More 
made their way to the top of the 
premiership table last weekend 
and have only lost one league 
game this season. 

The match will thow up at the 
earlier than usual 12pm.

National Division
KILMALLIE could see their 
first place position slipping from 
their fingers following two week-
ends without a game. 

The Fort William side’s league 
fixture against Caberfeidh, 
scheduled for last weekend, was 
postponed after a Strathpeffer 
villager passed away the night 
before. 

And with Kilmallie’s rivals 
tied up in cup games, Mark 
MacPherson’s side have another 
free weekend ahead of them. 

Kilmallie are undefeated in the 
national division, matching Glas-
gow Mid Argyll and Beauly with 

six points, but with two games in 
hand.

MacTavish Cup
GLENURQUHART travelled 
over the sea to Skye last Saturday 
for a 2-0 win which pits them 
against Newtonmore in the final 
of the RBS MacTavish Cup on 
June 13. 

Glenurquhart will have to pull 
out all the stops in that tie as 
Newtonmore have taken nine 
goals off them this season beating 
them 5-1 in the Macaulay Cup 
and 4-0 in the league.

On Saturday it was deep in the 
second half before Neale Reid 
made the breakthrough to score 
the first. Six minutes later Fraser 
Heath netted the winner a min-
ute from full time.

This weekend Glenurquhart 
are at home in Camanachd Cup 
second round action against 
Inveraray.

SKYE camanachd are out of the 
MacTavish cup after going down 
to Glenurquhart in the semi final.

In a closely fought game in 
Portree it was 0-0 until the final 
hurdle when visiting Neale Reid 
and Fraser Heath scored in the 
last seven minutes to see the Glen 
reach the final.

Manager John MacLeod said: 
‘We put a lot into the game so to 
lose two goals in the last seven 
minutes was hard to take. We’re 
disappointed but the boys played 
really well.’ 

This weekend’s scheduled 
fixture against Beauly has been 
postponed at the Inverness 
side’s request as it clashed with 
Caledonian Thistle’s appearance 
in the Scottish cup final. The 
Camanachd Cup game will now 
be played on June 6.

Macaulay Cup
BUTE were knocked out of the 
Macaulay Cup after going down 
4-1 to Oban Camanachd at home 

last Saturday.
James Dunn gave Bute the lead 

and the score was 1-0 going into 
the break. Once Oban’s Aidan 
MacIntyre equalised in the 48th 
minute the tide turned.

Two from Andrew MacCuish 
and a goal from Scott MacMillan 
sealed Bute’s fate.

Bute travel to Peterson Park for 
a Camanachd Cup second round 
match with Glasgow Mid Argyll 
on Saturday.

OBAN CAMANACHD are in 
the quarter final of the Macaulay 
Cup after beating Bute 4-1 at the 
Meadows on Saturday. 

Goals from Aiden MacIntyre, 
Scott MacMillan and an Andrew 
MacCuish brace means Gussie 
Campbell’s men will take on Bal-
lachulish on June 13. The winner 
of that tie will face the winner of 
Kyles and Inveraray in the semis. 

With no game this week, Ca-
manachd are next in action on 
June 6, against Kinlochshiel at 
Mossfield in a league fixture.

Sutherland Cup
LOCHSIDE ROVERS kept their 
100 per cent record alive this 
season with a convincing 6-2 
cup win against Lochaber in the 
Sutherland Cup on Saturday. 

With four wins out of four in 
the league and two Sutherland 
cup victories, Gareth Evans’ side 
will be aiming to collect some 
silverware this season.

Evans said: ‘Lochaber were a 
hard, physical side but I thought 
we stood up to them very well. In 
some ways I think it was a good 
thing, especially with our team 
being mainly young guys, as in 
some ways it’s a bit of a learning 
curve for them.’

Lochside’s win sets up an 
exciting semi-final against Fort 

William’s second side - also 
undefeated - on June 20.

Rovers are back in league 
action against Aberdour on Sat-
urday, with a 2.30pm throw-up at 
Silversands.

Balliemore Cup
BALLACHULISH found Beauly 
a step too far when they crashed 
out of the Balliemore Cup last 
Saturday.

The Inverness-shire team 
netted six and Balla’s Cameron 
Sutherland helped with an own 
goal giving the Beauly boys a 7-1 
win and a semi-final place.

Former Balla’ player Marc 
MacLachlan opened the scoring 
in the 19th minute and went on 
to complete a hat-trick before the 

end of the first half.
The only ray of light for Balla-

chulish was Allan Clark’s goal in 
the 47th minute.

Balla’ now have a free week and 
next see action in the national 
league against Glasgow Mid 
Argyll on Saturday June 6.

OBAN CELTIC found national 
league side Inverness too for-
midable going down 3-1 in their 
Balliemore Cup second round tie 
last Saturday.

Manager Davy Hamilton said: 
‘It was just one of those games 
where we had plenty of chances. 
We had enough of the play to 
get a better result than that. All 
Inverness player James Cameron 
did was get three goals but that 
was his job and he did it.’

Speaking about this Saturday’s 
fixture with Kilmory, Hamilton 
said: ‘Lochgilphead is never an 
easy place to go. MacRae Park 
is not a bowling green and those 
guys are playing it all the time. 
Hopefully we will get some 
points.’

GLENORCHY disappointed the 
home fans with a 5-1 defeat in 
last weekend’s Balliemore Cup 
second round tie with national 
league side Glasgow Mid Argyll 
(GMA).

Glasgow were 2-1 up going 
into the break thanks to Ben 
Dalgety and Mark Bain. Allan 
MacKechnie got one back on the 
hour mark but a hat-trick from 
Jamie MacFadyen in the next 28 
minutes handed GMA the win.

Glenorchy will be hoping for 
better luck back in league action 
against Taynuilt on Saturday. 
The last time the teams met in 
the Balliemore, Glenorchy won 
5-1.

South Division One
KILMORY gained a point last 
weekend with a 1-1 draw against 
league leaders Kyles Ahtletic at 
Tighnabruaich.

Alex Cunningham smashed 
a shot into the net from a good 

distance to give Kilmory the lead 
on the half hour mark. 

Kyle McMartin equalised in the 
75th minute when a deflection 
found the Kilmory net. Kilmory 
tried hard to get a second goal 
but had to settle for the draw.

They are in league action 
against Oban Celtic at home on 
Saturday and will be trying to 
avenge their defeat in the Celtic 
Cup last month when they went 
down 4-1 to the Oban side.

STRACHUR gave bottom of the 
league Aberdour a useful two 
points on Saturday when they 
went down 5-0. 

It was Aberdour’s first win of 
the season and sweet revenge for 
the previous week when Strachur 
recorded their first victory this 
year, beating Aberdour 2-1.

The Silver Sands players blitzed 
the second half. Angus Thorburn 
scored a hat-trick and David 
MacKenzie a brace. Referee 
Alan Harrison handed Strachur’s 
Alan Paterson a red card.

Strachur now have a free week 

before facing Bute in league 
action on June 6.

TAYNUILT had no game last 
weekend but should return to 
action this Satuday with an 
away fixtue against Glenorchy. 
The game is due to throw up at 
2.30pm with referee Graham 
Cameron in charge. 

South Division Two
OBAN LORN lost five nil to 
Col Glen in a match which sees 
the Cowal side in second place 
in South Division Two by goal 
difference from leaders Glasgow 
Mid Argyll.

Col Glen’s Hamish Harrison 
scored a hat-trick with Steven 
MacKellar and Scott MacVicar 
picking up a goal each.

Oban travel to Tayforth for 
more league action on Saturday.

North Division Two
GLENGARRY travel to Aber-
deen this week to take on the 
university side in north division 
two.
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Tennis

Youth football

LAST weekend’s results - 
Baljaffray United 0, Under 13s 
11. Scoring for Saints were Jamie 
Forgrieve (3), Aidan McPhee 
(2), Kenny Gray (2), Gavin 
Forgrieve, Cameron Clark, Liam 
Richmond and an own goal. 
Under 14s v Ardencaple; Under 
15s no game; Under 16s no 
game; Under 19s no game. 
 This weekend’s fixtures: Under 
13s v Broomhill SC; Under 14s 
no game; Milngavie v Under 
15; Blairdardie v Under 16s; 
Broomhill SC v Under 19s. 

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division - Oban Saints 
v Finnart, unfulfilled fixture; 
Campbeltown Pupils no game; 
Premier Division 2 - Ferguslie 
Star 2, Lochgilphead Red Star 4; 
Division 1B - Rossvale 0,Tarbert 
9.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division - Oban Saints 
v Campbeltown Pupils; Premier 
Division 2 - Centre v Lochgilp-
head Red Star; Rosehill Star v 
Tarbert.  

Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and fixtures
Football

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures

Football

Youth shinty

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, May 28, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONO SOSORS OOOOOOOF T

Chain, shackles, buoys all  
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 01.28 3.0 08.37 1.8 14.33 3.0 19.58 1.6
Fri 02.32 3.1 09.25 1.6 15.15 3.2 20.55 1.5
Sat 03.20 3.3 10.02 1.4 15.54 3.3 21.44 1.3
Sun 04.03 3.5 10.35 1.3 16.31 3.5 22.28 1.2
Mon 04.43 3.6 11.07 1.1 17.08 3.7 23.09 1.0
Tues 05.20 3.7 11.40 1.0 17.43 3.8 23.49 0.9
Wed 05.56 3.8 12.15 0.9 18.17 3.8  **.**  *.*
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 10ºC.
Friday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 10ºC.

Weekend Light rain on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 7ºC to 11ºC.

WEATHER

FRIDAY

16
10

9

THE annual Macaulay six-a-
side tournament takes place on 
Saturday June 13 from 10.30am 
at Mossfield Park, Oban.

Closing date for entries is Mon-
day June 8.

Two competitions will be staged 
this year, the senior event for the 
Ian Cummings Memorial Trophy 
and a junior event for the Alastair 
Campbell Shield.

For further information, con-
tact David Hamilton on 07771 
700664.

The Artemis 
Macaulay Sixes

Argyll derby to end 
Saints’ season

OBAN Saints senior team play 
their final game of the season 
when they take on Argyll rivals 
Campbeltown Pupils in a league 
match at Glencruitten. The game 
will kick off at 2pm with referee 
Gary Logan from Glasgow in 
charge.
 Saints will be without Lewis 
Cameron and the Graham broth-
ers - Jamie and Dougal - who are 
attending their sister’s wedding.
 Last Saturday’s game against 
Finnart had to be called off on 
the Friday when the Glasgow 
side indicated they would not be 
travelling to Oban. 

Oban Saints 
manager 
decides to 
call it a day

OBAN Saints manager Iain Jack-
son has decided to call it a day 
after nearly 20 years in charge of 
the playing side at the club.
 Iain said: ‘I’m very sad to be 
leaving but the time is right. I’ve 
been involved in football for more 
than 40 years and although I will 
miss the camaraderie and banter 
I have a lot of other things that I 
can now spend some time on.
 ‘I’ve enjoyed every minute of my 
time in charge, except when we 
lost a game. I’m also very grateful 
to all of the players who have 
bought into the way I wanted the 
team to play, especially in the last 
seven or eight seasons and for 
all the great memories they have 
given me over the years.
 ‘I’ve been involved with some 
great Saints players and teams 
over the years and would have 
great difficulty in picking my best 
11.
 ‘The highlight of my managerial 
career must be winning the league 
and cup double last season. We 
won the league without losing a 
game which was a tremendous 
achievement. My biggest regret 
is not being able to take the club 
to a Scottish or West of Scotland  
Cup final. We came close but 
never quite made it.
 ‘I’ve built up a great friendship 
with Davie Buchanan [secretary] 
over the last 20 years from when I 
first got involved with the Saints.

‘Without him, Oban football 
in general would not be in such 
a strong position as it is today 
and I want to thank him and 
Peter MacCallum [coach] for all 
their help over the years and wish 
the club all the very best for the 
future.’
 Iain won three league cham-
pionships while in charge at the 
club - Premier Division One in 
2002 and the Premier Division in 
2010 and of course the Premier 
Division and Jimmy Marshall 
Cup double last season.
 Iain also took the club to the 
last eight of the Scottish Amateur 
Cup on two occasions in 2007 
and again in 2010. 
 David said: ‘I was devastated 
when Iain told me a couple of 
weeks ago that he was going to 
retire at the end of this season. 

‘He will be a massive loss as 
he did a tremendous job as team 
manager over the years and we 
wish him well  in whatever he 
chooses to do. There will always 
be a place at the club for Iain.
 ‘The players are also very upset 
at his decision to leave. He is go-
ing to be very difficult to replace 
but these things happen in foot-
ball and we have to get somebody 
else in place as soon as possible 
and get prepared for the start of 
next season.
 ‘We’ll get Saturday’s game 
against Campbeltown over with 
and then call a meeting with the 
players to discuss the way forward 
for the club.’ 

Iain Jackson

Surmon paddles his way 
to Lismore Challenge win

CLOSE ENCOUNTER: Michael Surmon from Nairn in the green hat was the winner of the Lismore Kayak Challenge Trophy race and sprint finals held last weekend.
Michael is seen here leading from Tom Dawson  Photos: Stephen Lawson

BIG HITTER: Kevin Keen, from Oban, during the action at last year’s 
West Highland Tennis Week

OBAN’S tennis community is rallying together to 
build new courts to serve the town’s players. 

The current facilities, outside Atlantis Leisure, 
are 24 years old, and have problems with subsiding 
and the playing surfaces.

The plan is to upgrade to modern specifications 
with new courts and floodlighting. 

Funding includes £50,000 from Sports Scotland, 
£25,000 has been pledged from the Lawn Tennis 
Association (LTA), and Atlantis and the club itself 
has £21,000 set aside, meaning the £140,000 target 
is within sight. 

Applications are in to a variety of other funding 
bodies, including national organisations, with 
local fundraising including a race night still to be 
confirmed.

It is hoped that Andy Murray’s status as one of 
the world’s top players can be used to promote the 
game at a grass roots level in Scotland. 

A tennis academy has been established with 
around 60 children regularly attending the Sunday 
sessions, with spaces still left. There are also sum-
mer camps planned with support from the Lawn 
Tennis Association. 

Tennis Week
The club is also looking forward to West High-

land Tennis Week, a long-established, level three 
tournament which boasts previous winners include 
former British Davis cup captain, David Lloyd, 
which will be held the first week in July.

For more information about all the club’s activ-
ities, including tournaments, the tennis academy 
and fundraising for the new courts, go to: www.
atlantisleisure.co.uk or visit the Oban Tennis and 
Squash Club Facebook page. 

New tennis courts for Oban
LOCHGILPHEAD High School 
secured a place on the winners’ 
podium when one of their pupils 
delivered a strong performance 
at the World School’s Orienteer-
ing Championship in Antalya, 
Turkey. 
 Jura MacMillan, 15, from 
Tayvallich, was among 35 Scots 
who were selected as part 
of the Scottish team for the 
competition.
 She competed with orienteers 
from 21 countries as far afield as 
China and New Zealand to come 
sixth in the women’s middle 
distance race. 

Success for Jura
in Turkey
Orienteering

THROUGH THE HOOP: Pictured are children from the primary 
schools on the day involved in the netball action. 16_t22netball01

THE eleventh annual in-
ter-school netball competition 
was held at Atlantis Leisure 
last week. Organised by Active 
Schools and Youth Services, this 
year six teams took part from 
Park, Dunbeg and Taynuilt pri-
mary schools.  

The final was an evenly contest-
ed match between Park A and 
Dunbeg A, with Park winning 
4-2.  

Carol Harvey, regional devel-
opment manager from Netball 
Scotland, who is keen to assist 
more schools to set up netball 
teams, was on hand on the day to 
share in the action.  

Netball

SEVENTEEN teams took part 
in the second Lismore Kayak 
challenge at the weekend.

The participants from all over 
Scotland and England kayaked 
along a route which started at 
Ganavan Beach, heading out to 
the iconic Stevenson Lighthouse 
at the south end of Lismore, 
and back to Ganavan - 18km of 
challenging exposed sea.

The event, like the Oban Sea 

Kayak Race, donates all of its 
proceeds to the Oban lifeboat.

The lifeboat was set to come 
into the bay at Ganavan and 
sound its horn to start the race, 
however, the crew was called 
out to help a stricken boat in the 
Sound of Mull.

Winner
The winner of the challenge was 

Michael Surmon from Nairn with 
a time of 1:34:44. Patrick Winter-

ton from Oban came runner-up 
with a time of 1:35:33.

Michael also won a bottle of 
whisky at the start of the day for a 
200-metre sprint event. 

One of the organising com-
mittee members, Gus Brydon, 
said: ‘This event would not be 
possible without the support and 
generosity of the safety support 
RIBS, owned by Neil Matheson, 
Dr Erik Jesperson, and Cameron 
and Struan Smith of Coastal 
Connection, who turn out to this 
event, and the Oban event, every 
year.

‘We would especially like to 
thank Coastal Connection for 
donating the Champions Trophy 
this year and Jackson’s the Butch-
ers for supplying the burgers for 
the barbecue, and the Iona Shop 
for supplying the trophies and 
medals.’

The event raised almost £400, 
which will be added to total 
raised from the Oban Sea Kayak 
Race on Saturday, August 29.

Kayaking

TOP LADY: Sue Smith took the honours in the ladies touring class.
SILVEWARE: Mrs Heather Smith of Coastal Connection presents 

Michael Surmon with his winners quaich.

FOUR Oban High School 
athletes took medals home at 
the weekend from the Scottish 
districts athletics championships.

At the north districts in Inver-
ness, Finbar Dunne won a gold 
medal in under-15 shot put with 
a personal best throw of 10.15m, 
a silver medal in discus and a 
bronze medal in javelin with a 
personal best throw of 29.96m. 

His older brother, Paddy, won 
a gold medal in the under-17 
javelin with a personal best throw 
of 47.16m.

At the west districts in Kilmar-
nock, Grace Thompson won a 
bronze medal in the under-15 

javelin and came fourth in discus. 
Her older sister, Emma, 

came fourth in the under-17 
high jump and javelin. 
All four athletes are coached at 
the school by Duncan MacIntyre 
from Ardfern. 

Emma and Grace are also 
coached at Victoria Park City of 
Glasgow and Paddy and Finbar 
are also coached by Duncan 
Flockhart at Inverness Harriers. 
Paddy and Finbar are going on to 
the world youth games in Gothen-
burg in July.

Oban High School pupils 
bring home the medals

Athletics

Park win primary netball competition
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VAT & payroll bureau.

Business plans, start up advice.
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A TEACHER who told a pupil 
they were on his ‘s*** list’ has 
been struck off.

Former Ardnamurchan high 
school physics teacher Andrew 
Kerr was dismissed and later 
deemed unfit to teach by a panel 
of the General Teaching Council 
for Scotland (GTCS) after using 
inappropriate language towards 
a fifth year pupil and allowing 
another pupil to carry out a test 
while being able to see the mark-
ing guidance. 

The hearing was carried out 
earlier this month and the 
outcome was announced last 
Thursday (May 21). 

A report said between August 
2012 and April 2013 Mr Kerr 
told a fifth year pupil to ‘shut 
the f*** up’, said, ‘you should 
f****** know that’ and asked, ‘If 
you were on my s*** list before, 
where do you think you are now?’

The GTCS report also stated 

ROAD users in Fort William could face 
more delays in the near future following 
chaos in the town last week. 

Traffic was gridlocked for hours last 
Wednesday afternoon after temporary 
lights and a one-way system were 
implemented on the A82 at North 
road, causing mile-long queues in both 
directions. 

Police intervened and asked for the 
traffic management to be removed  but 
it could soon be back as a spokesman for 
road maintenance organisation BEAR 
Scotland said this was an investigation 
into future work by BT, which will be 

installing fibre optic cables. The BEAR 
spokesman said: ‘We will be meeting  BT 
along with Transport Scotland and 
Police Scotland to agree how disruption 
can be minimised for future works.’

But a spokesman for campaign group 
the A82 Partnership said it would like 
to be part of future plans to prevent a 
similar incident. 

He said: ‘It is understood that the 
works undertaken were investigative 
works for possible future major works 
in the same area. We will be following 
this up to ensure that future works are 
undertaken at a more appropriate time. 

The  economy and life of Lochaber 
residents and visitors cannot continue 
to be  disrupted by decisions taken by 
organisations unaware of the negative 
impact on the area.’ 

Brian Murphy, Highland councillor 
and chairman of the A82 Partnership, 
said: ‘When will Bear Scotland and 
Transport Scotland realise that they are 
not dealing with a four-lane motorway 
and that any restriction on the A82 
around Fort William results in chaos 
within minutes? I will be raising this 
with the transport minister at our next 
meeting.’

RESIDENTS of a rural Loch-
aber village were baffled when 
they woke up on Friday to find 
their bins had been stolen.

Homeowners in the Drimna-
torran area of Strontian said 
they couldn’t believe it when 
two wheelie bins went missing 
after they were put out for 
collection last Thursday night.

A bemused Brenda Oddy, 
80, said she and her husband, 
84-year-old Jim Oddy, can’t 
understand why anyone would 
steal the bins and thinks 
they were still full of rubbish 
when they disappeared. She 
said: ‘We put our bins out on 
Thursday night for collection 
the next morning as usual 
but by the morning they were 
gone. If they were still full at 
the time, which we think they 
were, whoever stole them 
would have needed a vehicle 
to get away with them.’ 

Val Gee, 67, lives in the 
house next to Mr and Mrs 
Oddy and also found her bin 
had vanished last week. 

She said: ‘Why would any-
one do that? I’ve contacted 
Highland council to find out 
if they were emptied on Friday 
or whether they were stolen 
beforehand.’

Lochaber police inspector 
Donald Campbell called the 
incident ‘very bizarre’ and 
asked anyone with informa-
tion to contact the police on 
101. 

POLICE in Lochaber are 
warning the public to be 
aware of doorstop crime 
after an elderly woman was 
targeted in her home. 

Two men approached the 
Strontian pensioner on Friday 
afternoon and said they had 
to take away her dogs to be 
microchipped but the pet 
owner said her animals had 
already been microchipped 
and told them she was going 
to call the police. 

Police are appealing for 
anyone with information 
about the men to come 
forward. They are described 
as being in their 30s, one 
wearing a red hooded top 
and the other wearing a grey 
hooded top. Anyone with 
information should call 101. 

STRUCK OFF: Andrew Kerr was deemed unfi t to teach after swear-
ing at his pupils Photo by SWNS Group

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

national assessment bank (NAB) 
tests had been carried out in 
breach of the school policy by 
Mr Kerr and that he instructed a 
pupil to carry out the NAB with 
sight of the marking guidance 
between March and April 2013.

Mr Kerr denied using swear 
words in the classroom but 
accepted using the expression 
‘s*** list’ was wrong, the hearing 
outcome said. 

It also said he told a pupil to 
‘get a few wrong’ and not to tell 
his dad about it when carrying 
out the NAB. 

Mr Kerr also referred to var-
ious medical conditions he was 
suffering from at the time and 
said he ‘was not on top of his 
game career wise’. 

The GTCS panel concluded 
that Mr Kerr ‘demonstrated 
neither insight or remorse’, 
used bad language, condoned 
the use of such language by his 
pupils, ‘failed’ pupils and that 
his actions were ‘fundamentally 
incompatible’ with teaching. 

It said: ‘Taking account of all of 

the individual breaches, the pan-
el concluded that the respondent 
[Mr Kerr] had fallen significantly 
short of the standards of conduct 
expected of a registered teacher.

‘He had demonstrated neither 
insight nor remorse in his written 
and oral submissions and in his 
evidence at this hearing. The 
panel heard no evidence that the 
respondent had taken any steps 
to address his behaviour in order 
to prevent recurrence. 

‘Two years had elapsed since 
the incidents occurred and the 
panel was concerned that the 
respondent had apparently not 
learned anything from the inci-
dents. There was, accordingly, a 
high risk that behaviour of this 
kind would be repeated. 

‘The respondent’s actions were 
fundamentally incompatible with 
his registration as a teacher. 

‘The panel determined that the 
respondent’s conduct had fallen 
significantly below the standards 
expected of a registered teacher 
and that accordingly he is unfit 
to teach.’

ALL CHANGE: work starts on North road to make way for KFC 
20_f22kfc02

Veronica Beacham with a photo 
of her father’s business, Modern 

Builders 20_f22kfc01

Pair target elderly 
woman in home 

Road users in Fort William warned 

Villagers baffl  ed 
as bins snatched

A BODY was found in Fort 
William on Tuesday night, 
sparking police enquiries about 
a man who had been sleeping 
rough in the area. 

The remains were found by 
a member of the public, on 
ground behind McDonald’s 
restaurant and adjacent to the 
fi re station, An Aird, at around 
7pm. The area was cordoned 
off  immediately but police 
say there are no suspicious 
circumstances. 

A spokesman for Lochaber 
police said: ‘Police in Fort William 
are carrying out enquiries after 
the remains of a man were 
found by a member of the 
public in the An Aird area of the 
town. There are no suspicious 
circumstances, however, police 
are keen to speak with anyone 
with information on a male 
aged in his late 50s who has 
been sleeping rough in the area 
recently.’

Anyone with information is 
should contact local police 
on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111.

Body found at An 
Aird, Fort William

A FORMER building yard in 
Fort William has been demol-
ished on the site earmarked for a 
new fast food restaurant. 

But despite Modern Builders on 
North road, latterly Nevis garden 
centre and John Disher Floor-
coverings, being flattened on 
Friday, a spokeswoman for KFC 
refused to confirm whether or 
not the restaurant will go ahead. 
Herbal Eastern limited has had 
planning permission for the KFC 
since August last year and at the 
time of approval a spokesperson 
said it hoped to open in 2015. But 
there had been no sign of work to 
prepare the site until last week 
when a construction team began 
to bring down the building. A 

member of staff working for 
Corramore, the construction 
team working on the demolition, 
told the Oban Times they were 
working on behalf of KFC but a 
spokeswoman for the food chain 
said there is ‘no update’. She 
said: ‘The existing building has 
been demolished for safety rea-
sons but the actual development 
hasn’t yet started.’

Although the KFC plan has 
been welcomed in the town, the 
demolition has been emotional 
for two Fort William families, 
as the building that previously 
housed their family business, 
Modern Builders, was brought to 
the ground. 

Mick Beacham and his friend 

Charlie Mount erected the 
building in the 1960s and used 
it as a base while working on a 
number of buildings in Lochaber, 
including houses and Kilmallie 
community centre. 

Modern buildings closed in 
1979 but Mr Beacham’s daugh-
ter, Veronica Beacham, said it 
was ‘heart breaking’ to see the 
building disappear. She said: 
‘It sounds silly because it’s just 
a building but after losing both 
of my parents that building felt 
like such a big part of my dad 
because he built it, so it’s really 
heartbreaking to see it go.’

If the development goes ahead, 
KFC will be built at the entrance 
to the North road retail park.
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Join us for Dinner 
Either a la Carte or 5 course Prix Fixe

Overlooking the harbour 

www.manorhouseoban.com

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant

Thieves in action 
around Lochaber  

POLICE in Lochaber are 
appealing for information 
about the following crimes in 
Lochaber. 

Overnight on Sunday May 24 
an out building of the Indian 
Garden restaurant on High 
street, Fort William, was broken 
into and several items were 
removed. It is possible a vehicle 
was used by the suspects.

During the night of Thursday 
May 21 in the Drimnatorran 
area of Strontian wheelie bins 
were stolen. 

On Tuesday May 19 a pedal 
bike was stolen from Fort 
William High street. The bike is 
a front suspension Scott Aspect 
mountain bike, in black with 
white fl ashes.

Overnight on Monday May 18 
on Lundavra road, Fort William 
a Hilti Still saw was removed 
from an outbuilding of a 
residential property.  

The saw is red with white 
writing in on it.

Anyone with information 
about these crimes is asked 
to contact local police 
on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800555111 
or crimestoppers-uk.org. 

‘ALL MEMORIES’ are fond 
memories, said Sam Clark of 
his time as head teacher at 
Ballachulish primary school, as 
he prepares for retirement next 
month. 

The 59-year-old has been rector 
of the village school since 1983, 
having previously worked at Up-
per Achintore and Banavie since 
he moved to Lochaber from Ayr, 
but will step down at the end of 
term after 32 happy years. 

Ready to take his place is 
Carol Divers,  who has taught 
the primary one to three class 
at Ballachulish for the last five 
years. 

Mr Clark said: ‘When I came 
here I thought I would come to 
school, stay there for a few years 
and move on but then we had 

Skye guest house 
wins third award
A GUEST house on Skye 
has been named the best 
independent hotel at a 
national award ceremony. 

Annie Gracie and Ken Gunn, 
owners of Duisdale House, 
Sleat, picked up the accolade 
last week at the Catering in 
Scotland Excellence awards 
in Glasgow. 

This is the third prize this 
year for the 18-bedroom 
hotel, after winning best 
hotel for informal dining and 
best wedding hotel in the 
islands at the Scottish Hotel 
awards 2015 earlier this year. 

Ms Gracie said: ‘We’re 
ecstatic about winning 
the title although it came 
as another surprise. 

‘Our hard-working 
team believes in constant 
innovation, high quality 
cuisine based on local 
produce, promotion of 
tourism in beautiful Skye 
and Lochalsh and our yacht 
gives us a dynamic and 
environmentally friendly 
edge.’ 

Ceilidh couple in 
appeal for votes

A COUPLE who tour the west 
Highlands providing ceilidh 
music for care homes are in 
with a chance of receiving 
£5,000. 

Niall and Sadie Gordon take 
their show Cùramcheol all over 
Lochaber and Skye playing 
music for residents but are 
struggling to cover the costs of 
travelling.

The pair have the opportunity 
to receive £5,000 from Aviva 
insurance’s community fund 
but are relying on votes from 
the public to secure the money. 

Votes can be cast at https://
community-fund.aviva.co.uk/
voting/Project/View/257 until 
the closing date on Saturday, 
May 30. 

PUPILS of Lochyside RC 
primary school embarked on a 
two-mile walk to visit their new 
school.

To mark ‘walk to school week’ 
the children set off to visit the 
building site that will become 
their new school when they 
merge with Fort William RC 
primary. 

The pupils will have a year 
together at Lochyside before 
moving to the new St Columba’s 
RC in Caol when it opens in 
August 2016.

ALMOST 200 homes in Fort 
William are now warmer and 
more cost efficient, as insulation 
work has been completed. 

The first year of the work is now 
over and external wall insulation 
has been installed in 181 flats 
in Caol and Upper Achintore 
during this time, as part of a 
Scottish government energy 
efficiency scheme. 

More than 1,000 properties 
across the Highlands will benefit 
from the Home Energy Efficienty 
Programme For Scotland - Area 
Based Scheme (HEEP-ABS), 
carried out by Eon energy, 
which will keep homes warmer 
and reduce heating bills for 
householders.

Highland councillor Thomas 
MacLennan, leader of Lochaber 
area committee of Highland 
council, said: ‘I am very pleased 
that people in the Lochaber 
wards are benefitting from the 
first year of the HEEP-ABS 

A FIRE has destroyed a 
building and machinery at a 
sawmill on Lewis. 

The blaze near Lews Castle 
college, Stornoway, was 
attended by 22 firefighters 
and three appliances after 
it was reported at 5am on 
Tuesday. 

Fire and rescue officers 
from the area will carry out 
an investigation into the cause 
of the fire but must wait until 
the roof is made safe. 

Steve Oliver, Stornoway 
station manager, said: 
‘The fire was very close to 
administrative offices and 
other workshops and crews 
worked very hard to preserve 
as much of the building as 
they could.

‘The roof is in an unsafe 
state and will require 
to be made safe before 
investigations can commence.’

WORK has begun to replace 
two bridges on the scenic 
‘road to the isles’ as part of 
a £10 million improvement 
scheme. 

Construction on Grabh 
bridge, five miles west of 
Glenfinnan on the A830 Fort 
William to Mallaig route, 
began on Monday (May 25), 
and will be followed by the 
nearby Utha bridge three 
weeks later. 

A total of nine bridges on 
the road will be replaced by 
BEAR Scotland over the next 
few years, including the Dearg 
bridge which was completed 
last year. 

The new structures will 
feature a widened carriageway 
and increased safety barrier 
protection.

During the work, temporary 
bridges and traffic lights 
will be in place, along with 
a reduced speed limit of 30 
miles per hour. 

Eddie Ross, BEAR 
Scotland’s north west unit 
representative, said: ‘I am 
pleased to continue with 
the next phase of the bridge 
replacement scheme, which 
will see a great improvement 
to the A830.

‘The new design of Garbh 
and Utha bridges has taken 
into account the complex 
environmental challenges of 
each location and have been 
designed to recycle as much of 
the old bridges as possible. 

‘The replacements will 
create low maintenance 
bridges designed to last for 
many years to come.

‘We have worked to 
minimise disruption as much 
as possible by installing 
temporary bridges to ensure 
the A830 remains open, 
and while no considerable 
delays are expected, we 
encourage motorists to plan 
their journeys ahead where 
possible.’

TIMESLINE

ALL CHANGE: Sam Clark, right, hands over the head teacher reins to 
Carol Divers after 32 years 20_f22sam01

has worked on. He added: ‘The 
extension meant we could finally 
have something as simple as a 
staff room which we didn’t have 
before but the nursery was the 
biggest bonus. 

‘Before the primary one topics 
were about colours and making 
sure the children knew their 
numbers but that’s all done at 
nursery now so the wee ones are 
much better prepared for school.

‘Plus they’re used to the envi-
ronment so they don’t come in 
to primary one to a whole new 
environment so they’re not cry-
ing at the gates on their first day, 
although a lot of the mums are!’ 

Mr Clark plans to spend his 
new-found free time visiting his 
family, including his two daugh-
ters in Edinburgh, gardening 
and getting round to the ‘ever 
growing list of chores’ made by 
his wife.

Head teacher hands over 
the reins of village school

ALL CHANGE AT BALLACHULISH PRIMARY AS RECTOR STANDS DOWN AFTER 32 YEARS

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

a family and Ballachulish is a 
lovely place to bring up children 
so it’s home now. I definitely plan 
to stay in the area.’ 

Looking back at his time in 
the school, Mr Clark said his 
strangest experience was coming 
across two ducks in the staff 
toilets.

He said: ‘One of the children 
came to me and said ‘there’s 
ducks in the toilets’ and I thought 
‘no way’ but sure enough there 
they were. We’ve also had cows 
and sheep in the playground but 
it’s all part of having a school in 
a rural area and it’s all good fun.

‘All of my memories are fond 
ones, the things the children say 
and do are hilarious and nothing 
surprises me anymore.’

In his 32 years, Mr Clark 
said adding the nursery to 
Ballachulish primary in 2000 
was the biggest development he 

scheme that will carry out 
insulation improvements to more 
than 1,000 properties across the 
Highlands. 

‘The council is committed to 
reducing the region’s carbon 
emissions and attaining a low 
carbon Highlands and this 
initiative is helping to achieve 
this. 

‘All seven Lochaber members 
are supporting this programme 
which also to helps reduce fuel 
poverty in the area.’

Nigel Dewbery, head of 
obligation delivery at Eon, said: 
‘The external wall insulation we 
can offer, funded through the 
HEEP-ABS scheme and from 
Eon’s commitment to the energy 
company obligation, could be 
available for some years to come 
and I am delighted that together 
we are helping some of the more 
vulnerable families in society to 
manage their energy costs for the 
long term.’

WARMER TIMES: representatives from Highland council, Lochaber housing association and Eon energy 
gathered to mark the completion of insulation work in Fort William 20_f22fl ats01

Work to 
replace 
bridges gets 
under way

Blaze rips 
through 
Lewis 
sawmill

Warmer homes 
in Fort William  

STEPPING OUT: Sonny Kardas, left, and 
Benjamin O’Sullivan, both primary two, 

lead their classmates on a two-mile 
walk to visit their new school

Classmates 
stride out 
to visit new 
school site 

WORKING HARD: Inverlochy primary pupils took part in a whole-school 
litter pick to clean up the village. The children worked hard around the 

village and An Aird on Friday 

A DOCTOR from Skye has helped 
Scotland become the first country 
in the world to introduce standard 
guidelines for dealing with concus-
sion in sport. 

NHS Highland rural practitioner 
Jonathan Hanson served on the 
working group as a representative 
of the Camanachd Association and 
helped to draw up the new guidance 
which was unveiled last week. 

Dr Hanson said: ‘There has long 
been confusion on the management 

of concussion, with individual 
sports having different policies.

‘Now, there is a single reference 
point in Scotland for the diagnosis 
and management of sports-related 
concussion. This makes it easier for 
medics and for those taking part in 
and organising sport.’

The new guidance is intended to 
cover all sport and is particularly 
designed for occasions where 
medics may not be immediately 
available. 

Skye doctor’s leading role in 
new concussion guidelines

THE ISLE of Eigg summer 
craft and produce fair 
kicks off  on Monday 
(June 1). 

The event runs every 
Monday until September 
7 in the Eigg community 
hall. 

Home cooked lunches, 
snacks and fresh bread 
are all available at the 
fair, as well as crafts, 
art, plants, knitwear, 
jewellery and preserves, 
all from local producers.  

Eigg craft and 
produce fair

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Oban secretary stands 
down after years
OBAN community council re-elected Marri Mlloy 
as its convenor on Monday evening.

Duncan Martin, the group’s secretary stood down 
as an office bearer after many years of service.  Jessie 
MacFarlane remained as treasurer and Stewart 
McIver was re-elected as vice convenor.

Marri praised the work of the active community 
council saying it was involved with a number of 
groups in the town including a dog fouling com-
mittee, a transport group, a land reform group, the 
health board, Oban Phoenix Cinema and a cruise 
ship management group.

She said: ‘I know we will go on from strength to 
strength and we will on.’

Mr Martin, who will remain on the community 
council, said: ‘I have learned that the ins and outs 
of politics are shades of grey, rather than black and 
white.’

Estonia and Mull to 
share island ideas
A GROUP of islanders from Estonia are visiting Mull 
to share ideas about improving island businesses.  

People from Saaremaa and Hiiumaa business 
organisations will visit in early June.

The study trip will focus on the significance of 
energy projects, tourism, food production and other 
aspects of island life, including development mech-
anisms and effective island governance structures 
important to the prosperity and sustainability of 
Mull’s communities.

Sulvi Munk of Saaremaa county islands said: ‘We 
are excited about this trip and the opportunity to see 
your solutions for enhancing life on your islands. We 
hope to share our knowledge and experiences with 
all of you.’

Tower lights up to 
talk about dementia
OBAN’S McCaig’s Tower will be lit in purple next 
week to remind people to talk about dementia.  

The local Alzheimer’s group will also be hosting 
an information stall between June 1- 7 at Lorn and 
Islands hospital in Oban, Atlantis Leisure centre and 
the hospital in Craignure, Mull, so that people and 
hospital staff can find out more about dementia and 
services and support within the area.

The group will also host an afternoon drop-in for 
tea and talk at its Dementia Resource Centre, 12 
High Street, Oban on Thursday June 4, from 1pm to 
4pm.  

On the same day at Mull Musical Minds at An 
Roth, Craignure a session will be held from between 
1.30 pm.

Kintyre bid for event
MACHRIHANISH is one of the 20 areas across the 
country which has expressed an interest in hosting 
next year’s Scottish Rural Parliament in July.

The first ever event, held in Oban in April last year, 
brought significant economic benefit to the town.

The focus of the parliament, held every two years, is 
to empower people living in rural areas to influence 
the Holyrood and Westminster parliaments.

Argylls’ history in Great 
War at Inveraray Castle 

E N T E R P R I S I N G 
community groups 
in Mull, Islay, Skye, 
North Uist, Skye and 
Raasay are to receive a 
funding boost.

In delivering 
economic and regen-
eration benefits to 
their areas - through 
refurbishing disused 
buildings, developing 
renewable energy pro-
jects and creating jobs 
opportunities - they 
have gained a share of 
£668,000 investment 
from the Scottish gov-
ernment. 

The projects are Ulva 

School Community 
Association and South 
West Mull and Iona 
Development; South 
Islay Development, 
Staffin Community 
Trust and The Glen-
dale Trust on Skye; the 
North Uist Develop-
ment Trust and Raasay 
Development Trust.

The additional 
funding is to help these 
areas build the capacity 
of local organisations 
and allow communities 
to deliver initiatives, 
which respond to their 
aspirations. 

It is part of an extra 

£10 million announced 
in the programme for 
Government, to give 
people and commu-
nities the powers to 
address inequalities.

Announcing the 
funding, community 
empowerment minister 
Marco Biagi said: ‘This 
funding will help com-
munities breathe life 
into disused buildings, 
produce opportuni-
ties for renewables 
generation, establish 
community transport 
and tourism initiatives 
and create new jobs. 

‘People living in 

rural areas clearly have 
different priorities to 
communities in the 
central belt and the 
wide range of projects 
reflects Scotland’s 
diversity. The Com-
munity Empowerment 
(Scotland)  Bill, which 
reaches its final stage 
next month, will sup-
port and make it easier 
for groups to tackle 
inequalities in their 
areas, it will give com-
munities more powers 
to take over assets and 
will strengthen their 
voices in the decisions 
that matter to them.’ 

Rural areas gain extra cash

AN exhibition telling 
the story of the Ar-
gyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders, 8th (Ar-
gyllshire) Battalion was 
opened  last Thursday 
in Inveraray Castle, 
writes Louise Glen.

Opening the exhibi-
tion, along with His 
Grace The Duke of Ar-
gyll were Eric and Lorn 
MacIntyre (pictured) 
alongside some fine 
bagpipe playing from 
Oban high school’s 
Lucy Hennessey. 

The exhibition ex-
plores the circumstanc-
es of the battalion as 
it lived in horrendous 
conditions across 
Europe in the First 
World War, but in the 
squalor of the ‘worst 
battle of the Somme’ at 
Beaumont Hammel in 
northern France.

Themes of the exhi-
bition include the call 
up, active service, the 
Somme and Arras.

Describing how the 
war saw lairds and 
farm workers roll 
their sleeves up and 
fight together, Lorne 
MacIntyre told a large 
group of dignitaries: 
‘When war broke out in 
early August 1914 the 
men who trained to-
gether in the summers 

before left Dunoon for 
France. 

‘The last ‘volunteer’ 
was so desperate to 
fight he took a flying 
leap on to the deck of 
the departing steamer 
– he turned out to be 
a good cook and sur-
vived the war. 

‘Inveraray writer Neil 
Munro’s eldest son, 
Hugh, a medical student 
at Glasgow University 
and officer with the 8th 
Argylls, lost his life at 
the Battle of Loos in 
1915, trying to retrieve a 
flag flying provocatively 
between the lines. 

‘His body was recov-
ered at great risk by 
comrades, who were 
later decorated for 
their bravery. Beau-
mont Hamel in Novem-
ber 1916 was perhaps 
the 8th Battalion’s high 
point. 

‘The Germans had 
dug themselves in 
underground in well-
equipped quarters.

‘The Argylls cap-
tured food stuffs and 
wine and went about 
smoking cigars. 

‘But five officers and 
81 men gave their lives 
there. 

‘That’s where the 8th 
Argylls’ memorial is, 
unveiled by the 10th 
Duke of Argyll in 
1923.’

Eric MacIntyre 
explained his family 
connection to the story.

He said: ‘As children 
we were fascinated 
by the story of the 8th 
Battalion. We were 
given a medal that had 
survived a fire at the 
home of the Captain of 
Dunstaffnage who had 
fought in the battle.’

The exhibition is 
open in the castle until 
October. 

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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IN A bid to cut the number of teachers 
in Argyll and Bute by the back door, 
one suggestion under discussion is 
to increase the number of composite 
classes in the area’s schools.

At the moment, Argyll and Bute has 
the fourth lowest number of pupils 
per teacher in Scotland but there is 
frustration among councillors that 
teachers are beyond the reach of their 
budget cuts.

Oban councillor Roddy McCuish 
said at the town’s community council 

PHOTOGRAPHERS Dennis 
and Tony Hardley went up in 
the air to get the best shots of 
the Queen Mary II, a vessel 
the size of four Mossfield 
football stadiums.

Dennis Hardley Photography 
chartered an aircraft from 
Border Air (Fly seeking 
Scotland) based at Oban 
Airport and waited to get 
ahead of the weather. 

Dennis said: ‘The forecast 
was worse than predicted but 
we decided to go-ahead, which 
was a gamble. 

‘This unpredictability of the 
weather continued up to the 
point of departure which was 
around 4.20pm.  

‘Thanks to the co-operation 
of Adam England, my pilot 
for the flight, we decided to 
postpone until around 6pm.

‘Finally Tony and Adam 
managed to make this all 
come together at around 
6.15pm after making a number 
of low and high level passes of 
Cunard’s 150,000 ton liner.’ 

Photo: Tony Hardley at 
Dennis Hardley Photography.

Solar light stolen 
from grave side
CRUEL thieves have stolen a 
light from an Oban graveside.

The black solar light shone by 
the graveside until it was taken 
from Pennyfuir cemetery on 
May 14. It is the second time a 
solar light has been taken from 
the graveyard in three months.

Inspector Mark Stephen from 
Oban said: ‘Police are looking 
for information regarding the 
theft of a black solar light which 
occurred sometime between 
11am and 5pm on May 14 from 
Pennyfuir Cemetery. Anyone 
with information should 
contact Police Scotland by 
calling 101 asking for Oban 
police offi  ce.’

Latest estimate 
on gold reserves
A GOLD mining company has 
revealed its latest estimates for 
the amount mineable  precious 
metals at its site in Tyndrum.

Scotgold Resources said the 
total ore reserve at Cononish 
was 198,000 ounces of gold 
and 851,000 ounces of silver - 
giving the mine a life of eight 
years. 

The company is undertaking 
a study to estimate costs, as 
well as looking for fi nanciers, 
to start production. In 2008 
reserves were estimated at 
154,000 ounces of gold and 
589,000 ounces of silver.

Council is under 
offi  cial scrutiny
WATCHDOG Audit Scotland 
has announced it is 
‘considering the progress’ 
in Argyll and Bute council 
after a critical report on the 
authority in 2014.

Issuing a public notice on 
Monday, Audit Scotland said 
it was reviewing whether 
the relationships between 
members and offi  cers were 
able to deliver eff ective local 
government.

Bird’s eye 
view of 
royalty

Bigger classes being considered 
to cut number of teaching posts
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

IMPRESSIVE: the Queen Mary II dwarfs Caledonian MacBrayne’s MV Isle of Mull during the Cunard liner’s visit to the town last week. See page 11 for report and more photos.

meeting on Monday night that teachers 
should face the same cuts as other staff 
members in Argyll’s schools.

Argyll and Bute council is looking to 
slice £38 million from its budgets over 
the next three years.

Councillor McCuish told community 
councillors that cuts would see the 
number of classroom assistants in 
schools slashed by one in five and 
more than 20 per cent taken from 
school budgets for providing books and 
equipment.

In answer to a question by Oban 
community council chairwoman Marri 
Malloy about staffing cuts in schools, 
he said teachers were a ‘protected 

species’. He argued: ‘We are slashing 
other budgets to protect teachers 
because they have union agreements in 
place. How many pay-offs will we have 
to take elsewhere to protect teacher 
numbers? Everyone should take a share 
of the burden.’

Councillor Iain MacLean said: ‘The 
Scottish government has given out the 
premise that no authority may reduce 
the number of teachers. We were at a 
meeting on Monday and we were told 
there would be no reductions. But we 
were told that in specific schools there 
would be movement. So that might 
mean teachers being moved between 
schools. There is to be no cuts to 

teaching posts in Argyll.’
The latest statistics available from the 

Scottish government, from 2014, show 
there are 878 teachers in Argyll and 
Bute with a pupil-teacher ratio of one 
teacher to every 12.2 children. 

Introducing more composite classes 
up to the maximum allowed by the 
Scottish government would increase the 
number of pupils per teacher and allow a 
reduction in the number of teachers. 

This would mean primary one classes 
of up to 25 pupils, primary two and 
three classes of up to 30 pupils and an 
increased number of mixed age group 
classes - all dependent on the size of 
classrooms available. In high schools 

the only limit is a maximum class size 
of 20 in first year English and maths.

Reducing subject options on offer 
at high schools could also be used to 
decrease teacher numbers.

Former Scottish education minister 
Michael Russell, Argyll and Bute’s 
MSP, has condemned the possibilities 
being looked at by the council.

He said: ‘Argyll and Bute council is 
taking the wrong route to decide on 
savings. They should take a look at 
their headquarter costs and their many 
inefficiencies before thinking of cutting 
classroom education and teacher 
numbers particularly as there are still 
teacher shortages in some schools.’
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A COURAGEOUS Lismore 
woman, born with malformed 
limbs due to Thalidomide 
medication, is taking her fight - 
and that of 468 other UK victims 
- for medical compensation to 
the European parliament.

Children born in the 1950s 
and ’60s, now all in their 50s 
believe they should be ‘morally’ 
compensated by the German 
authorities, which licensed 
the drug, to meet the cost of 
adaptation to homes and vehicles, 
and to pay for the rising costs of 
care and making life easier.

Liz Buckle, 55, was born with 
various health concerns and 
was not meant to live beyond 
her teenage years, yesterday 
(Wednesday) she took her 
fight to Brussels to win the 
compensation she believes she 
and others rightly deserve. 

Her mother had taken 
thalidomide, a tablet given to 
pregnant women in the 1950s and 
’60s to treat morning sickness 
and tiredness.

Liz grew up conscious of the 
fact she was different, and 
suffered at the hands of bullies 
who told her that she ‘should 
have been killed at birth’. 

Sufferers were given a small 

WITH entries for Am Mòd 
Nàiseanta Rìoghail 2015 coming 
in thick and fast, Mod organisers 
An Comunn Gàidhealach are 
busy preparing for this year’s 
event, to be held in Oban for the 
16th time in its history. 

Although many entries have 
already been received and 
processed, An Comunn Gàid-
healach expects a considerable 
influx before the closing date 
of June 1 and it is stressing the 
importance of complete entries 
being received on time. 

Janet MacDonald, Royal Na-
tional Mod director, reiterated 
this view as well by announcing 
a change to the scheduling of 
the prestigious Gold Medal final 
competition. ‘This Gold Medal 

A SECOND amenity warden is 
to be employed in Oban to help 
tackle the town’s dog fouling 
problem. 

Argyll and Bute council is also 
sending in amenity wardens 
from other areas to combat 
the issue and impose fines on 
offenders.

These were two of the actions 
agreed at a meeting last Thurs-
day between members of the 
group ‘Oban community action 
on dog fouling’ and officials 

from amenity services at the 
council’s municipal buildings.

Oban-based councillors Rod-
dy McCuish and Elaine Robert-
son were also in attendance. 

After lengthy discussions 
about the issues with members 
Kenny Mclennan, Julie McKen-
zie and Mairi Bryce, an action 
plan was agreed.

A new public bin is to be sited 
at the Corran Brae entrance to 
‘The Witches’ - highlighted as 
one of the worst for incidents of 

dog fouling in the town.
Forty new anti-dog-fouling 

signs, provided by the authroity, 
will be displayed around Oban 
in places to be agreed by the 
group, as well as each of the 
existing public bins in the area 
having a sign attached to them 
by the council, stating that they 
are suitable for the disposal of 
bagged dog waste.

There will be a targeted exer-
cise on dog fouling in the Oban 
area, with Argyll and Bute 

council to liaise with Police 
Scotland in order to facilitate 
joint patrols of the Oban area, 
and look into the possibility of 
bringing high visibility anti-dog 
fouling banners to Oban.

Councillor McCuish said: ‘I 
support the group 100 per cent.

‘And I think only by working 
with them can we solve this 
problem. I would urge any other 
groups in the area who have 
similar problems with other 
things to come forward.’

A CAR scheme is on the 
lookout for volunteer drivers 
to take people in need of a lift 
out for the day.

North Argyll Volunteer 
Car Scheme (NAVCS) is a 
registered Scottish charity 
providing a community 
service for residents who do 
not have use of a car and who 
find it difficult to use public 
transport because of health or 
other problems. 

NAVCS co-ordinator Car-
oline Gillanders said: ‘The 
team of volunteer drivers 
transport passengers to hos-
pital, GP, optician and dentist 
appointments as well as shops, 
hairdressers and other areas.

‘It operates in the rural re-
gions of north Argyll, namely 
those covering the community 
council areas of Glenorchy 
and Innishail, Taynuilt, 
Kilchrenan and Dalavich, 
Kilninver and Kilmelford, Seil 
and Luing. 

‘The scheme relies on volun-
teer drivers who use their own 
cars but receive mileage and 
any out-of-pocket expenses. 

‘Volunteer drivers are always 
required and particularly at 
present in the Dalmally and 
Loch Awe area. 

‘Volunteers are not required 
to make any commitments 
about their availability. Some 
only do one or two journeys a 
year, others one or two a week.

‘This is a valuable service 
which allows people to get out 
and about and remain part of 
their community and if you 
are interested in registering to 
use the scheme or becoming a 
volunteer driver please contact 
me on 01852 200760 or caro-
linenavcs@gmail.com.’

The charity is having a stall 
at the Taynuilt Games on July 
18.

POLICE Scotland are looking 
for information regarding an 
incident on the A85 involving 
a cyclist and driver of a Land 
Rover-type vehicle, near to 
Pennyfuir cemetry. 

The incident happened at 
6.30am on May 19. 

Inspector Mark Stephen 
said: ‘Anybody who may have 
information regarding the 
incident please call 101 ask-
ing for Oban Police Offi  ce.’

THE SCOTTISH Wildlife Trust 
(SWT) group will be holding its 
annual summer fair at Dunollie 
House on Saturday, June 13 
between 10 am and 4 pm. 

The group found its new 
home after more than 30 years 
in the gardens of Achnacloich, 
near Connel, hosted by Jane 
Nelson, who died a few years 
ago.

Organisers said they had 
struggled to fi nd a suitable 
alternative venue, so the new 
venue at Dunollie will be a fresh 
start for the one-day festival. 

An SWT spokeswoman said: 
‘We have always known how 
much MacDougall clan chief, 
Madame Morag MacDou-
gall-Morley, supports wildlife 
and fauna and we are delighted 
to be able to work in conjunc-
tion with Dunollie in holding 
this event.  

‘Visitors will be able to sup-
port the local wildlife group, as 
well as Dunollie.’

An all-in-one ticket will allow 
access to the many stalls and 
to Dunollie house, museum, 
castle and grounds.

A MID ARGYLL carpenter has 
been convicted at the High Court 
in Paisley of raping and sexually 
abusing a young girl between the 
ages of seven and 12 and sexually 
assaulting another seven-year-old 
girl.

Peter Carter, 49, faces a jail 
sentence after he was found guilty 
by a majority verdict last week of 
the offences which took place at 
his home near Lochgilphead over 
six-and-a-half years.

The court heard evidence from 
the two girls, who testified via video 
link between Oban Sheriff Court 
and the High Court.

Carter had denied that the rape 
and assaults, between February 
2005 and November 2010, October 
2006 and October 2008 and in 
August 2011, had taken place at all.

The older girl, now 15, told the 
court that, when police interviewed 
her about Carter’s abuse, she was 
unable to say what had happened 
to her out loud. She told the eight 
men and seven women of the jury 
that she scribbled details of the sex 
assaults on a piece of paper.

She explained: ‘It was easier for 
me to write them down than say 
them. I was finding it very hard to 
get the words out.’

Carter denied he’d assaulted the 
girls, telling the jury that he had 

PEOPLE are being asked by 
Forestry Commission Scot-
land to help combat a tree 
disease hitting larch in west 
Argyll and Lochaber.

The fungus-like disease 
aff ects more than 150 species 
of tree but is particularly 
destructive to larch.

It can kill larch quickly and 
the only way of tackling it is 
to stop it spreading from one 
forest to another via mud 
on boots, tyres and pets, by 
making sure these are clean 
before entering woodland.

Anyone spotting any un-
healthy looking larches, with 
numerous resinous ‘cankers’ 
leading to die-back,  should 
report them via the tree alert 
on the forestry commission’s 
website.

PLANS for the refurbishment 
of a historic Argyll building will 
be discussed at an open day in 
Kintyre in June.

The Campbeltown Picture 
House, the oldest purpose-built 
cinema in Scotland, is to be 
transformed into a cultural hub.

Design drawings will be on 
display, along with sample ma-
terial from the picture house’s 
archive, at the open day, on 
Monday, June 8, in the Red 
Cross hall, Kirk Street, Campbel-
town, from 11am to 6pm.

MOTHERS-to-be from the 
islands can now spend up 
to a fortnight in a specially 
prepared flat in Oban’s Lorn 
and Islands hospital grounds 
before giving birth.

The accommodation comes 
after many years of campaign-
ing by councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon, supported by many 
islanders who have had to fork 
out hundreds of pounds to rent 
a room in a hotel prior to being 
admitted to hospital.

Last week Councillor Devon  
was delighted to announce 
that the first mum had already 
made full use of the facility.

The long standing advocate 
for the rights of children and 
families said: ‘Finding the 
money to live off the island pri-
or to giving birth was putting 
undue pressure on families.

‘So much so that people who 
wanted a hospital birth would 
wait until the last possible 
moment and then be in an 
emergency situation.

‘On Mull and Iona, as well 
as Tiree, Coll and Colonsay, 
mums-to-be often want to be 
nearer a hospital in the two 
weeks before their due date. 

‘Mums have found it difficult 
to get somewhere to stay and 
be away from partners while 
waiting to give birth. 

‘The flat allows women secu-
rity in the days before birth.’

TIMESLINE

CAMPAIGNER: Liz Buckle will be making a case for compensa-
tion for victims of Thalidomide at the European parliament. 

16_t22liz1

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

amount of compensation in the 
1970s to help parents with care 
until children were adults. 

Liz said this money had run out 
by the time she was a teenager, 
and ‘by that time we were all 
expected to have died’.

She receives an annual 
compensation payment through 
the Thalidomide Trust. But Liz 
says that, for the adaptations 
required to make life liveable, 
people would need to ‘save up for 
years.’

Liz explained: ‘By the time 
Thalidomide was withdrawn 
from the market by its producers, 
Chemie Grünenthal, it is 
conservatively estimated it had 
killed 100,000 children through 
miscarriage, stillbirth and 
infanticide and maimed at least 
20,000 more. 

‘In the European parliament 
our Scottish MEPs, as well as the 
many other MEPs from UK and 
other countries are interested in 
or support our campaign.

‘Many people have helped us 
to make sure our case is heard. I 
understand that Prime Minister 
David Cameron has even raised 
it personally with German 
chancellor Angela Merkell. 

‘Our needs and our case are 
now being openly acknowledged 
with strong support from 100s 
of MEPs and the leaders of all 
seven European party groups.’

Prime minister David Cameron 
confirmed he supported the  
campaign. 

He said: ‘We raised this issue 
with Chancellor Merkel at the 
March European Council.

‘Chancellor Merkel agreed 
that the Thalidomide Trust 
should meet with the German 
authorities and we are now 
working with the Germans to 
ensure that meeting happens.’

I understand 
Prime 
Minister 
David 
Cameron has 
even raised it 
personally”

Liz Buckle
Lismore

final will now be broadcast live 
on BBC Alba and Radio nan 
Gàidheal on the Wednesday 
evening of Mòd week, following 
the success of a similar move for 
the Seann Nòs final a few years 
ago. Qualifiers for the Gold 
Medal will be held, as usual, 
during Wednesday, while the 
Seann Nòs qualifiers will now 
take place during the day on 
Thursday. 

‘Silver Pendant qualifying com-
petitions will be on Wednesday 
morning, with the final taking 
place in the afternoon. 

‘An Comunn Gàidhealach 
hopes these moves will be wel-
comed by competitors and audi-
ences. We would welcome entries 
being submitted on time and it is 

important you check the website 
and syllabuses for confirmation 
of any changes that have been 
introduced this year.

‘Competitors are reminded that 
entries can be submitted online.’

The return of Gaeldom’s 
premier cultural festival was wel-
comed by convener of the local 
organising committee, Duncan 
MacDonald, who said: ‘The 
local organising committee, as 
does all of Oban, looks forward 
to welcoming young and old to a 
key event in the cultural calendar 
of Scotland. Being the birth 
place of the Mod an Oban Mod 
is always special.’

Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail 
will be held in Oban between 
October 9 to 17. 

only ever scratched the older girl’s 
back and helped the younger girl into 
her swimsuit at her request.

He said his victims were lying about 
what happened but he could not 
explain why the girls had lied.

He said his family was so sure of his 
innocence that he was still allowed to 
see his nieces and nephews.

The jury took two hours and 12 
minutes to convict Carter, of Upper 
Raslie Cottage, Slockavullin, of all 
four charges.

Remanding Carter in custody 
until sentencing next month at the 
High Court in Glasgow,  Judge John 
Beckett QC called for Carter to be 
assessed by social workers.

LISMORE WOMAN AND PM TAKE FIGHT FOR MEDICAL COMPENSATION TO EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

WINNERS: Donna Dugdale and Hector MacKecknie who won the 
silver pendants last year  

Royal National Mòd preparations step up a gear 

Second warden to be appointed to 
tackle town’s dog fouling problem 

Mull mums 
welcome 
in new 

Wildlife trust fair 
fi nds new home

Larch disease left 
on muddy boots

Picture House is 
centre of event

Witnesses sought 
on road incident

Pupils asked to go 
phone free
S2-S4 PUPILS - and teachers - at 
Oban high school were asked 
yesterday (Wednesday) to leave 
their mobile phones at home.

The idea was designed to 
get youngsters talking face-to-
face, promote well-being and 
reduce problems arising from 
social media.

sexually abusing young girls

GUILTY: Peter Carter
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Rugby

Darren wins darts 
league title

Darts

Lochaber top 
welfare league

Three in a row as Finlay wins 
Goatfell hill race on Arran  

Athletics

A POPULAR triathlon event 
traditionally held in Fort William 
has been moved to a new location. 

Highland Warrior has been held 
at the Old Fort since it was set up 
but this summer will see the race 
moved south to take in Glencoe, 
Ballachulish and Kinlochleven. 

Frazer Coupland, of organisers 
No Fuss Events, said: ‘Since it 
was introduced a few years ago, 
we have seen many a Warrior 
crowned at the Old Fort.  We felt 
that this year we wanted a new 
location.  

‘One of the mains reasons for 
the change is down to the summer 
traffic in Fort William.  The tide 
times for July when we hold the 
event meant that cyclists would 
be heading out into mid-morning 
town centre traffic, which is just 
too busy.  With the move to the 
new location though, we will be 
bringing more stunning scenery, 
fantastic waters to swim in with 
great trails and quiet roads for 

The victorious Lochaber leisure centre swim team after winning 
‘duel in the pool’ last weekend.

LOCHABER rugby club board 
members are calling for new 
volunteers for next season.
 They are looking for people to 
join to help behind the scenes, 
including updating the website, 
organising events, fundraising, 
administration and clubhouse 
maintenance. 

Anyone interested is asked to 
attend the club’s annual general 
meeting tonight (Thursday) at 
7pm in the clubhouse or contact 
club secretary Kenny Rigg on 
01397 701877 or lochaberrugby-
club@btconnect.com. 

LOCHABER have leapfrogged 
to the top of the Marine Harvest 
welfare league after beating the 
Volley 1-0. 

Caol United had previously 
been in the top spot but a 
waterlogged pitch cancelled their 
game against Lundavra, causing 
them to slip down the table. 

Also in the league last week, 
Mallaig won 3-2 against Balla-
chulish and Lundavra beat Nevis 
Range 6-3. 

The first games of the John 
Baird memorial cup took place 
this week, when Caol United 
played Lochaber on Monday, 
Lundavra took on Nevis Range 
on Tuesday and the Volley was 
due to meet Ballachulish last 
night (Wednesday). 

League games continue 
tomorrow night (Friday) with 
Mallaig versus Nevis Range and 
Lundavra versus Ballachulish.

Next week’s league fixtures: 
Monday June 1 Mallaig v 

Lochaber; Tuesday June 2 Volley 
v Caol United; Wednesday 
June 3 Ballachulish v Nevis 
Range; Thursday June 4 Volley 
v Mallaig; Friday June 5 Caol 
United v Lundavra. 
   League table P            Pts 
   Lochaber 3 9
   Caol United 2 6
   Lundavra 3 6
   Mallaig 3 6
   The Volley 3 3
   Ballachulish 2 0
   Nevis Range 4 0

LOCHABER runner Finlay Wild proved he is as successful away as 
he is at home when he won a race on the isle of Arran for the third 
year in a row. 

Wild cleared the finish line of the Goatfell hill race more than six 
minutes ahead of second place Gregor Stewart.

DARREN Sutherland has been 
named winner of the Tradewinds 
darts league, after coming first 
in week 10.

Sutherland beat Duncan 
Carmichael by three legs to one 
in the final on Friday night, 
securing his place at the top of 
the table. 

Semi-finalists were Michael 
Slezas and Brian Barbour and 
180s were scored by Duncan 
Carmichael and Paul Shearer.

Week 11, to be played at 
Tradewinds bar on Friday night, 
sees the top eight competitors 
play a round robin. 
  League table  Pts 
  1 Darren Sutherland 52
  2 John Matheson  51
  3 Martyn Cameron 50
  4 Paul Shearer  49
  5 Duncan Carmichael 47
  6=Lewis Birrel  23
  6=Robbie McFadyen 23
  8 Ross MacKenzie 22
  9 Alex MacInnes  21
  10 Davy Neil  16
  11 Michael Slezer 16
  12=Stevie Clydesdale  9
  12=Marc MacDonald  9
  14=John Woods   8
  14=Sean Lasky   8
  16 Brian Barbour  6
  17 Martin Cuthbertson  3

Volunteers wanted

Three times winner Finlay Wild (centre) is all smiles as he picks up his trophies at the end of the Goatfell Hill Race. With him is Shettleston Harriers runner Ruth Joss, who was the fi rst female home and top 
Arran runner Eliot Sedman, who fi nished fi fth. 

As well as a personal best for the Lochaber athletic club member, 
the finishing time of one hour, 14 minutes and 22 seconds was the 
second fastest in the history of the race, just 42 seconds outside of the 
record set in 1994.

Organiser Paul Emsley said the course was more difficult than be-
fore and it is unlikely the record will ever be broken but Wild vowed 
to return next year to defend his title. 

Last year’s Highland Warrior triathlon

running and cycling.’
The triathlon will take place on 

Sunday July 5 and will include a 
1.9km swim through Loch Lev-
en, a 94.5km road cycle around 
the same loch and a 21km run 
behind Ballachulish village. 

A shorter version of the War-
rior, the Wee Battler, will also 
be held on the day, featuring the 
same course but with shorter 
distances. 

Triathlon

LOCHABER swim team have 
retained their ‘duel in the pool’ 
trophy for the second year. 

Almost 30 swimmers, coaches 
and parents piled on to the Lo-
chaber leisure centre swim team 
(LLCST) bus last Saturday to 
travel to Dingwall for the annual 
event and it was worth the trip as 
Lochaber stormed to first place 
with 285 points to Dingwall’s 197.

If that isn’t enough, the team of 
eight to 14 year olds achieved 75 

Phoenix
boxer chosen 
for Scotland
Boxing

New location for Highland Warrior

Lochaber win‘duel in the pool’
Swimming

personal best swims, produced 
38 new age group records and 10 
new club records. 

This means 19 of the group have 
qualified for the next event in 
Inverness in November but coach 
Steve Martin hopes there will be 
more to come.

The LLCT club championships 
will begin on June 3. 

YOUNG boxer Cameron Whyte 
has been selected to represent 
Scotland at an international com-
petition in Dublin in June.

In another success for Lochaber 
Phoenix, coach Niall Clark and 
club official Steve Docherty have 
been chosen as judges for this 
year’s British championships. 

But concerns have been raised 
about Mr Docherty’s health due 
to weight issues so the club will 
hold a tournament next month 
to fundraise for a gastric band 
operation. 

The event will be held on Sunday 
June 14 at the Ben Nevis hotel. 
Tickets are available from Niall 
Clark (07477250100), Steve Do-
cherty  (07881 379851) and Char-
lie Anderson (07867 389177). 

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, May 28, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 01.28 3.0 08.37 1.8 14.33 3.0 19.58 1.6
Fri 02.32 3.1 09.25 1.6 15.15 3.2 20.55 1.5
Sat 03.20 3.3 10.02 1.4 15.54 3.3 21.44 1.3
Sun 04.03 3.5 10.35 1.3 16.31 3.5 22.28 1.2
Mon 04.43 3.6 11.07 1.1 17.08 3.7 23.09 1.0
Tues 05.20 3.7 11.40 1.0 17.43 3.8 23.49 0.9
Wed 05.56 3.8 12.15 0.9 18.17 3.8  **.**  *.*
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 10ºC.
Friday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 10ºC.

Weekend Light rain on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 7ºC to 11ºC.

WEATHER

FRIDAY

16
10

9
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