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An island
divided

Key route
closure

SANDRA Coates has spent the 
past 26 years raising thousands 
of pounds to help others but 
when she was diagnosed with 
cancer for a second time, her own 
granddaughters were inspired 

to help her. Amy Johnston, aged 
10, and Teagan MacCuish, aged 
seven, raised £36 for Macmillan 
Cancer Support by selling their 
own toys, CDs and DVDs outside 
Amy’s house. The pair also ran a 

face painting stall. Amy said: ‘We 
knew our granny had cancer, so 
we decided to try and help. We 
didn’t mind selling our toys, as 
long as we got some money for 
them.’

The enterprising pair plan to 
have a month off before running 
another shop and face painting 
stall.

‘I’m so impressed with them,’ 
said Sandra.

 Sandra pictured with her grandchildren and fellow fundraisers Amy and Teagan. t22san01

Youngsters share their grandmother’s concern for others

Arduaine Gardens reprieved for 12 months by donations

KINGUSSIE’S Ronald Ross 

in Scotland to record 1,000 
career goals.

Last weekend the 34-year-
old forward achieved the 
milestone in a MacTavish 
Cup match against Lovat and 
statistics are to be forwarded 
to the Guinness Book of 
Records.

• Full story on page 21. 

HUMAN remains found on 
the island of Mull caused 
alarm last week – until it 

were probably from the 
12th century.

Time Team, including 
its star Tony Robinson, 
were on site at Balisgate, 
near Tobermory, when the 
remains were unearthed. 
The archaeological dig 
was part of an excavation 
of a medieval chapel 
dating from the 7th to 12th

century.
It is understood that 

police were called to the 

that the body was probably 
medieval.

David Howitt who runs 
the airport on the island 
said: ‘The team were all 
very excited when they left 
the island on Monday. They 
told me that they had made 

had revealed an interesting 
fresh understanding of the 
history of the island.’

The Channel Four 
programme will be aired 
later on in the year.

The Time Team, including Tony Robinson, Mick Aston, Stewart 
Ainsworth, Jenni Butterworth and Phil Harding, are joined by pilot 

John Corson of Hebridean Air Service. Photo courtesy of David Howitt.

Human remains
spark police alert

ARDUAINE Garden has 
been saved for 12 months, 
thanks to the generous 
donations of an American 
foundation and an Argyll 
family.

The garden, south of 
Oban, was under threat 

of closure when National 
Trust for Scotland, NTS, 
claimed the site ran at a 
loss of £61,000.

NTS took the decision 
to review a number of its 
properties and gardens 
– and Arduaine was put on 

an ‘at risk of closure’ list.
A group was formed to 

work with the NTS and 
Kilmelford residents to 
help the trust think again. 

The Jeniam Foundation 
has now stepped in to 
provide the gardens with 

funds to run for one year. 
The McCoss family from 
Argyll has also offered an 
undisclosed amount as an 
annual donation.

Kate Mavor NTS chief 
executive said: ‘We could 
not afford to run a property 

some very generous 
people have come forward 
to support the garden in 
the short term while we 
continue work on raising 
the endowment it needs 
for the long term.’

A TINY island has been thrown 
into turmoil over a planning 
application – with claims of 
sabotage and violence.

The normally sleepy and idyllic 
Easdale – population of around 50 
– has been torn apart over plans 
for a 38-bed hostel in the heart of 
its only village.

Feelings are running so high 
that allegedly it has resulted in 

put in diesel tanks and boats being 
vandalised.

One person revealed: ‘I am 
scared to talk. We are living 
in fear. Malicious things are 
happening and it is because some 
people want to develop the island 
and some people want it to remain 
as it was 100 years ago.

Intimidated
‘I feel intimidated and bullied. I 

would move away if I could.’
Others are prepared speak out. 

said Tina Jordon, an island 
activist. ‘This is a small island, 
the most densely populated of 
any Hebridean island, and the 
infrastructure will just not take 
another building. Especially not 
one so big.

‘I know of at least 20 people 
who have written to the group 
planning this building to say ‘no’, 
but it is still ploughing ahead.’

The ‘visitor lodge’ planned by 
Eilean Eisdeal, an island trust, 
which has already built the £1 
million village hall, would double 
the overnight population. The 
hostel and attached affordable 
housing and business premises 
will, claim some residents, 
‘demolish any sense of our 
community’.

Henry Tarbatt, chairman of 
the residents’ association, said: 
‘Eilean Eisdeal is basing the 
supposed need for this monstrous 
development on a survey of 
residents undertaken 12 years 

ago.The trust does not have a 
current mandate. The residents’ 
association has objected to Eilean 
Easdeal and to architects.

‘We  intend to request Seil and 
Easdale Community Council to 
carry out a full independent survey 
to question the need and support 
for the proposals.’

Sandra Melville, chairwoman of 
Eilean Easdeal, argues: ‘We have a 
mandate from the community. 

‘We want to hear from the whole 
community and take everyone’s 
views into account so the end 

majority of islanders want.
‘We realise some of older, retired 

residents don’t want to see any 
change and that is a valid view.

‘Eilean Eisdeal has a proven 
track record of successfully 
managing community projects.’

Julian Penney, an island resident, 
said: ‘The trust has been asked 
to take its proposals to the vote. 
So far, it has denied people the 
opportunity to voice their opinions 
on the hostel because it is afraid of 
losing the vote.

‘The hostel would inevitably 
lead to  a lot of drinking. It would 
be mayhem.

Puffer Bar that may have been 
connected with this, and no police 
on hand to deal with it.

‘Can you imagine what it would 
be like with 40 people drinking in 
the pub on an island where no one 
locks their doors?’

he had been informed of a number 
of allegations recently in relation 
to Easdale, and that a crime report 

investigated.

EXCLUSIVE
By LOUISE LEE

Hostel bid
brings claims
of violence
and sabotage

ONE of the main routes into 
the west Highlands will be 
closed from 10pm to 6am 
for two weeks starting from 
Monday.

The A82 between Tarbet 
and Crianlarich will be closed 
for ‘essential maintenance 
work’ from Monday to 
Friday but will be open at 
the weekends, says Scotland 
TranServ. Access for local 
residents will be subject to 
delays.

The work, costing 
£150,000, is to try and 
reduce surface water pooling 
on the road.

Ross hits
shinty
landmark

AN EMPTY oil tanker ended 
up on its side on the A83 
near Cairndow at 8.30am on 
Tuesday morning partially 
blocking the road.

Strathclyde Fire and 
Rescue from Inveraray 
as well as police from 
Lochgilphead attended the 
incident. The driver of the 
lorry was slightly injured.

in operation while the road 

Tanker 
crash

Scotland's 1st 
Eco 
Development
Open Days
29th, 30th, 31st May
12 noon to 4pm

Walk through 
tours of first 
partially 
completed 
bluehaus™

www.blue-property.co.uk/taynuilt

t: 01738 788 199
m: 07885267981

w: www.blue-property.co.uk
e: enquiries@blue-property.co.uk

Win tickets to Dolly 
Parton tribute!
page 8

MyVillage
Portree page 11
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Beachd Ailein

In the swing

More could be done for rural and island disabled children Businesses
surveyed in
ferry review

CHILD protection in Argyll 
and Bute is continuing to 
improve but services need to 
be more integrated to meet 
the needs of children with 
disabilities in rural and island 
areas.

a follow-up inspection by HM 
Inspectorate of Education 
(HMIE) to evaluate progress 
made since the original 

inspection in March 2007.
Inspectors found that 

progress had been made on 
all six of the main points for 

report.
Praised

They also praised the close 
working relationship between 
Argyll and Bute Council and 
the police and health services 
in dealing with vulnerable 

young people and children at 
risk.

However the report also 
found that there was further 
work to do on the allocation 
of staff and resources in some 
areas to more fully meet the 
long-term needs of vulnerable 
children.

The report also said that 
the development of a social 
work team for children with 

disabilities had resulted in 
more equitable services, but 
there needed to be further 
integration to better meet 
the needs of children with 
disabilities, particularly in 
rural and island areas.

Social services spokesman, 
Councillor Donald McIntosh, 
said all agencies who had 
worked hard together over 
the last two years to meet the 

points for action in the original 
report should be proud of their 
achievement.

‘The inspectors have 
recognised the hard work 
and dedication of all those 
involved in child protection 
across Argyll and Bute, and 
the results of that work to 
date. Indeed, they have found 
progress has been made on all 
of the original points.’ 

Some of Gaeldom’s best young singers and dancers were at Finlaggan.

THE ancient stronghold of the 
MacDonald Lords of the Isles at 
Finlaggan on Islay was the venue for 
a feast of music and dancing featuring 

and musicians.
The Finlaggan Trust held an open 

day at Finlaggan on Saturday, May 16 

extended information centre and new 
access bridge to Eilean Mor.  

The trust provided a feast of music, 
dancing and information, and in the 
evening a grand ceilidh was held, 

young singers and musicians who joined 
Islay’s own talented performers.

The refurbished, extended centre was 
the star attraction with new displays 
give an account of the background and 
history of the Lordship of the Isles, 
bringing to life the stronghold of Eilean 
Mor. 

The new fully glazed viewing area, 
with a stunning outlook over Eilean 
Mor and Loch Finlaggan also made 

Port’s clarsach music.

Feast of young music and dance

High hopes for youngsters
THE FUTURE is bright for 
island children staying at 
Glencruitten Hostel in Oban. 
The hostel, which in the past, 
has come up for criticism 
due to poor attainment levels 
in exams, has undergone a 
marked improvement since 
head teacher Peter Bain took 
over last summer.

Despite Argyll and Bute 
hostel pupils posting poor 
results in exams in 2008 – this 
year thanks to a staff team 

who have provided innovative 
study sessions and individual 
learning plans hopes are high 
for the island children.

A spokeswoman for 
the council said: ‘We are 
committed to creating the best 
possible environment in which 
to support each pupil. 

‘The council has been 
working extremely hard over 

the past year in conjunction 
with the school, the hostel 
and parents to look at ways in 
which young children may be 
better supported. 

Parent Sandy Brunton from 
Fionnphort, Mull praised 
staff at the hostel. ‘Our son 
is supported by a dedicated 
team. He is a member of the 
pipe band. Last weekend, for 

the piping competition, he had 
to be at the school at 5.30am 
and staff got him there, on 
time. Teenage children need 
to be pushed sometimes when 
they are at home – let alone 
when they are in the hostel. 

‘Parents understand that 

the hostel, but to my mind 
there have been marked 

improvements over the last 
year. My son is happy and 
settled at the school.

‘Children now have to clock 
in and out of the centre, the 
food has been improved, there 
are now two waking night staff 
on duty all the time. Staff and 

arise.’ 

Oban hostel has undergone big improvement

TWO artists and gallery 
owners on Tiree are 
staging an exhibition with 
a difference this summer to 
raise funds for the Baptist 
Church on Tiree.

Colin and Susan Woodcock 
of Blue Beyond gallery have 
asked 60 artists from around 
the UK, including the island 
itself, to submit a painting 
for its Shoreline exhibition.

All the paintings will be 
sold but in an unusual twist, 
they will be sold without 
people knowing who the 
artist is.

Colin explained: ‘All the 
paintings are going to be 

shown without any indication 
of who the artist is. They will 

anyone who wants can ring 
up or come in and buy one.’

Theme
Each painting is on the 

theme of the shoreline, is 6’’ 
by 6’’ and framed and will 
be sent out or collected at 
the end of the exhibition on 
August 28.

Some of the artists include 
islanders like Patricia Sharp 
and Fiona MacRae and well-
known Scottish artists like 
Pam Carter, Owen Henderson 

and Frances Walker as well 
as non-professionals who 
paint for pleasure.

The Baptist Church on 
Tiree, of which Colin and 
Susan are members, has 
two church buildings, both 
of which are in need of 
attention.

But last year after 
consultation with its 50-odd 
members it was decided to 
sell off the smaller of the 
two buildings at Balemartine 
and renovate and extend the 
150-year-old one at Baugh 
creating a community venue 
in a more central location at 
a cost of £380,000.The church at Baugh which will be renovated and extended.

Artwork will help build new church

PLANNED weight restrictions 
on Mull have left islanders more 
than a little confused.

The restrictions published 
in The Oban Times reveal that 
Argyll and Bute Council plans to 
place restrictions on 23 roads on 
the island including the B8035 
Salen-Gruline-Kinloch Road, 
the B8073 Tobermory-Calgary-
Gruline road and the Back Brae 
in Tobermory.

But, claims Sandy Brunton 
chairman of Mull and Iona 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
council has not published the 
weight restriction to be placed on 
each road.

Mr Brunton said: ‘The council 

out what restrictions are being 
placed on the roads. That they 
will have limitations on them 

have been published but not what 
the limitations are.

‘Because there has been 
no investment in the road 
infrastructure on Mull, especially 

they are now not able to carry the 
vehicles that they were built to.

‘Keep Mull Moving thought 
that it had put an end to weight 
restrictions on the roads. We 
proved to the area committee that 
weight restrictions on Mull will 
only bring hardship to families. 

‘The council undertook a 
economic impact study which 
showed that there would be a 
loss of 200 jobs with the imposed 
weight restrictions.

‘Nobody has considered 
the implication of the weight 
restrictions on the farmer who 
cannot have his feed delivered 

or indeed a car that has broken 
down and the recovery vehicle is 
too heavy to rescue the vehicle.’

A council spokeswoman said: 
‘It is normal council practice 

orders to publish a notice giving 
brief information on the proposal 
and advising where full details 
are available. We also erect the 
notices on the affected lengths 
of road, and it is not practical to 
include more information than 
can be shown on one A4 page.

‘Full details include the actual 
proposed weight restrictions. We 
seek to make this information as 
accessible as possible by use of 

and the council website.’
Full details of the weight 

restriction order can be found at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Taking a weight off islanders’ minds

AS part of the on-going 
Scottish Ferries Review, an 
on-line survey for businesses 
has been launched.

Businesses in the coastal 
and island communities that 
use ferry services are being 
asked to take part in the 
survey.

The survey covers current 
use and satisfaction and 
asks how possible changes 

businesses.
The Scottish Ferries 

Review is being carried out 
by the Scottish government 
across all ferry routes to 
determine whether or not 
a better structure can be 
developed in response to 
calls for newer and faster 
connections. Fare structures 
are also being included.

TAYNUILT Swing Band will 
be performing in Seil Island 
Village Hall on Saturday 

The band was formed two 
years ago by Paddy Shaw 
and former Oban High 
School teacher Alan Smith 
and is now a 10-piece band, 
all from Taynuilt and the 
surrounding area.

They play music from the 
30s and 40s with vocalist 
Audrey Paterson. 

New silos
for maltings
DRINKS company Diageo 
has moved to replace the 
silos that collapsed at its 
Port Ellen Maltings on Islay 
by submitting a planning 
application to replace them.

Families in nearby 
homes were evacuated last 
November when one of 
the grain silos collapsed, 
damaging a second silo, 
which was also removed.

Diageo said the collapse 
was caused by corrosion 
in the vertical members of 
the silos but is looking to 
replace the silos like-for-
like, with a powder coating 
that improves corrosion 
protection.

The new silos will be 
built in the same position 
of the previous ones and 
construction would last 
around eight weeks.

A spokeswoman for 
Diageo said production had 
been affected by the loss of 
the silos and that if planning 
permission were not granted, 
more production would 
be lost in August when 
Lagavulin, Ardbeg and 
Laphroaig distilleries are in 
annual shutdown.

Green for go

GAELIC development agency, Bòrd na Gàidhlig, 

of Scotland that they will accept cheques written in 
Gaelic.

The Bòrd’s chairman Arthur Cormack recently 
wrote to bank chief executive Stephen Hester to 
sanction the use of Gaelic in the writing of cheques.

Meeting
Following a meeting in Edinburgh this week 

position and will now be accepting cheques written 
in Gaelic. 

The Bòrd and the bank issued a joint statement 
following the meeting stating that the bank had 
demonstrated a very constructive and practical 

Gaelic cheques win

Davie Urquhart and chairman Tom Palmer inspect the new moorings.

vessels and larger leisure craft 
have been created in Portree 
Harbour.

Two ‘trots’ – lines of moorings 
attached to a heavy chain on the 
seabed – were laid in the bay by 
Portree Moorings Association to 

boats and associated maritime 
sector craft in a designated area 
close to the pier.  

The move meant a number 
of traditional swinging 
moorings had to be uplifted and 
repositioned, Portree Moorings 
Association chairman Tom 
Palmer told The Oban Times.

PMA has already laid two 

trots for 23 smaller leisure boats 
and one visitors’ trot for eight 
yachts, and three years ago 
acquired eight former HIDB 
visitors’ moorings in the bay. 

Mr Palmer added: ‘The work 
was necessitated as a result 
of increasing demand from 
local commercial and leisure 
users for moorings. Recent 
moves to introduce a sea plane 
service direct from Glasgow’s 
Broomielaw to Portree Bay, is 
likely to add to this demand.’

Lochcarron-based Andy 
Foggan and his team laid the 
new moorings funded by the 
Crown Estate and Highland 
Council.

New moorings for Portree

THANKS to Scottish Water 20 tonnes of west coast 
soil will soon be winging its way to Seil, in time for 

The long-running gardening show is planning 
to transform the area around Seil Island Hall at 
Ellanbeich, and the soil, donated by the water 
company, will be the beginnings of a vegetable bed 
and small scale market garden.

Richard Wesley, part of the Seil gardening group, 
said: ‘We have been so busy getting ready for the 
programme – I feel as if I have not slept for weeks.’

TV plans are blossoming

PUPILS at Lochdonhead 
Primary on Mull are 
celebrating their green 
credentials after a 
considerable amount of 
hard work in the school 
grounds and environment. 
The pupils, staff and parents 
have created an ecologically 
sustainable environment in 
the grounds and in March 
achieved the Eco Schools 
silver award. They are now 
working for the Green Flag.

Nach iongantach an tionndadh a thachair a thaobh 
ùpraid nan cosgaisean aig Buill Pàrlamaid bhon 
a thug mi beachd air dìreach trì seachdainean air 
ais. Tha mi cinnteach gur e adhbhar misneachaidh 
a th’ann gun tug beachd a’ mhòr-shluaigh buaidh 
cho grad agus cho susbainteach air siostam a bha 
seann-fhasanta agus gun smachd, agus cuideachd 
buaidh air na Buill a th’ air a bhith gam falach 
fhèin air a chùlaibh.

Bho chionn dìreach cola-deug, cuimhnichibh 
bha iad uile a’ sìor innse dhuinn nach robh iad 
a’ dèanamh dad ceàrr oir bha an t-airgead seo 
“ceadaichte”.

Tha iad a-nise air an inntinn atharrachadh gu 
ìre a tha cha mhòr do-chreidsinneach agus na 
ceannardan aig na Pàrtaidhean a’ dol far na h-
amhaich a’ feuchainn ri shealltainn cho onarach 
’s a tha iad airson a bhith. Thuirt mi roimhe 
nach robh idir na Buill uile ciontach as an ana-
caitheamh air siostam chosgaisean na Pàrlamaid, 
ach gun teagamh rinn an fheadhainn a bha ris fìor 

’s aig ìre an aideachaidh mhòir agus a h-uile duine 
a’ sireadh cùisean a chur “ceart” thionndaidh iad 
mar coin air an  Fhear-Labhairt mar gum b’ esan a 
bu choireach gun do pheacaich càch!

Tha mi fhìn an làn chreidsinn nach tòisich 
earbsa an t-sluaigh air tilleadh chun am bi taghadh 
Pàrlamaid ann, ach tuigidh mi carson nach biodh 
na Làboraich airson sin tachairt aig an ìre seo. 
Feumaidh iadsan a bhith beò an dòchas gun dean 
an ìobairt a rinneadh de Mhìcheil Màrtainn bochd  
a’ chùis, an cois nan atharraichean agus siostam 
sgrùdaidh a tha ga chur an gnìomh. Ach tha 
cùisean cugallach agus an sluagh air bhoil, agus 
dh’ fhaodadh ar-a-mach an aghaidh a’ Phrìomhaire 
cron do-chreidsinn a dhèanamh dhaibh.

Mar is motha am peacadh an ann as motha a dh’ 
fheumas an ìobairt a bhith?

’S e fìrinn na cùise gur e bhòt an t-sluaigh an 
aon dearbhadh a bhios ann air maitheanas, agus 
cha ghabh teicheadh bhon sin! 
Truly ‘long weeks’ in politics! How can anyone 
avoid cynicism watching political leaders 

declare their new transparency and honesty, and 
how desperately sad to watch the mob turn on the 

abuse of the system.
Two weeks ago they were ‘innocent’ but now 

many of them, exposed as cheats, have brought the 
British parliament and politics into disrepute.

overdue change to the remuneration and expenses 
system will not buy absolution or renew trust. It 
would be risky for Labour to call a general election 
at this stage, but it could be equally dangerous for 
them to target the prime minister in an internal 
row.

The only measure of new trust in the system of 
British government will come from public opinion 
in an election, and a turnout of two thirds or more 

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

JEWELLERY

James Ness and Son Est. 1919
The Jewellers

Edinburgh
Tel 0131 226 3068/0131 225 5161

Complimentary valuations and offers, immediate 
settlement for fi ne watches both modern and old, 
jewellery in any form and condition, diamond and 
coloured stone set, solitaire diamond rings and earings, 
gold necklaces, bracelets, pocket watches and alberts.

Antique and modern silver and silver plate in any form.

For further information and advice please telephone above.

Our representative will be available at 
The Caledonian Hotel, Oban, Tuesday 9th June, 

10.00am to 4.00pm

nessjewellery@aol.com

Welcome aboard Paddle Steamer WAVERLEY in 2009 
& Sail back in time on one of the World’s greatest 

funnels, timber decks, gleaming varnish & brass!  See 

SKYE • INVERIE
SATURDAY MAY 30 Leave 12noon back 7.30pm
Steam past Ardnamurchan Point with views of the Lighthouse & 

£19 Or stay aboard for the spectacular cruise on Loch Nevis to the 

ISLE OF TIREE
MONDAY JUNE 1 Leave 12noon back 5.45pm

MULL • SKYE • INVERIE
SATURDAY MAY 30 Leave 10am back 9.30pm
Welcome aboard Waverley - sailing from Oban in 2009!  
Steam through the Sound of Mull & visit Tobermory £19.95 

Lighthouse & the Small Isles of Muck, Eigg & Rum. View 

Or stay aboard for the spectacular cruise on Loch Nevis to the 

SUNRISE CRUISE 
SUNDAY MAY 31 Leave 7am back 12.15pm
Spectacular early morning cruise sailing the peaceful waters 

FOUR LOCHS & A WHIRLPOOL
SUNDAY MAY 31 Leave 12.15pm back 5.30pm
Sail past the Isles of the Sea and cruise the four Lochs of 

EVENING SHOWBOAT 
SUNDAY MAY 31 Leave 5.30pm back 10pm
The band plays traditional Scottish music on this stunning 

ISLE OF TIREE
MONDAY JUNE 1 Leave 10am back 7.30pm

MULL OF KINTYRE via CORRYVRECKAN
TUESDAY JUNE 2 Leave 9am back 9.30pm

Whirlpool - view the islands of Jura, Islay & Gigha as you sail round 

CHILDREN: HALF FARE Under 5 FREE

Find out More & Book Online: www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk

from OBAN - North Pier

DON’T MISS your trip aboard the famous Paddle Steamer 
WAVERLEY 

4 DAYS 
ONLY!

Gift Aid it! 

BE SURE OF YOUR TICKETS
Tel: 0845 130 4647

You can also buy tickets from

Or Buy Your Tickets On Board When You Sail

Onboard: STEAM ENGINES•RESTAURANT•LOUNGES

from TOBERMORY Pier - Mull

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant

Celebrate Summer
Fresh Local Lobster Every Thursday

Overlooking the harbour 
 Gallanach Road • Oban • 562087
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Oban beach
joins clean
list

Man hit
brother and
sister

Two cars
vandalised

Oban
woman is

Teaching
council
investigates
Twitter
scandal

FILMS from all over the 
world will be coming to 
Oban thanks to moving arts 
company Muth.

The Muth Film Club will 
be screening independent 

Highland Theatre Cinema on 

of the month.
Organiser Rhona Dougall 

said: ‘We felt it was about 
time that less commercial 

to Oban. Cinema owner 
Gavin Fraser has been very 
supportive of our idea.

‘We have started a 

Facebook networking site 
about the club and already 
have 34 members, so we 
hope we have struck a chord 
with Oban people.’

Tickets for the cinema 

In the Loop by Armando 
Lannucci.

Muth Film Club organisers, from right, Mara Dougall, Rhona Dougall, Andy Crabb 

land Theatre Cinema. 

A NORTH Connel mother is 
urging the town’s residents to 
join her as she leaps from the top 
of Saint Columba’s Cathedral 
in an effort to raise money for 
the life-saving charity which 
helped her daughter.

Rhoda Campbell, aged 36, 
a supporter of the Anthony 
Nolan leukaemia charity since 
her daughter, Laura, was 
diagnosed with the condition 
on her second birthday, has 
signed up to take part in an 
abseil down the cathedral on 
Saturday, June 13.

Following her diagnosis, 
Laura, who is now in primary 
school, received an intensive 
course of chemotherapy and 
was given the all clear in 2003 
but unfortunately relapsed in 
2006 and had to undergo another 
two years of chemotherapy. 

Happily, the second round of 
treatment was successful and 
now Laura is in remission and 

is doing well at school. 
Laura’s mum Rhoda is keen 

to highlight the work of the 
charity which works to provide 
bone marrow donors for 
leukaemia sufferers.

Rhoda said: ‘When Laura 
was diagnosed with leukaemia 
it was a huge blow, especially 
since I had just had another 

Laura and not being able to eat 
normally was especially hard 
for her. 

‘Although Laura never 
needed a bone marrow 
transplant, we met plenty of 
other children at the hospital 
who did. The procedure offers 

hope to families that rely on 
strangers to save the lives of 
their loved-ones.’ 

Rhoda’s team is hoping to 
raise £1,000 and is looking 
for sponsorship. Anyone can 
take part in the challenge by 
contacting the charity on its 
website or by phoning 01877 
382149.

Let’s take a
leap for
worthwhile
charity,
urges mum

GANAVAN beach in Oban 
is one of the best in Scotland 

The Marine Conservation 
Society (MCS) announced its 
list of top beaches this week 
and only 41 are commended 
in Scotland as having 
excellent water quality – and 
Ganavan joins the list for the 

Ganavan is also highly 
recommended for its 
cleanliness and facilities by 
the MCS. 

A MCS spokesman said: 
‘Only 21 beaches are being 
highly recommended this 
year– and with Ganavan 
topping the list in Argyll 
visitors can be sure it is 
among the best in Scotland.

‘This is the lowest number 
of beaches on the list we have 
had. Those on the list have 
been chosen because of their 
good clean environment with 
facilities such as parking and 
toilets.

Unique
‘Ganavan offers a unique 

experience for visitors and 
it is exceptionally clean 
water.’

A spokesman for Ganavan 
Sands Developments said: 
‘The beach at Ganavan has 
improved in quality because 
of work we have been 
doing here. There is now 
no sewerage or waste water 
going into the sea.

‘We are on the threshold of 

the beach because the water 
quality and the cleanliness is 
of such a high quality.’

that house sales at the 
development were going 
well. ‘A third of the site is 
now sold or under offer.’

AN OBAN man who 
believed his girlfriend 
had been threatened by 
her ex-boyfriend admitted 
assaulting the man and his 
sister outside Glencruitten 
Golf Club.

Dougal Graham, aged 21, 
5B Knipoch Place, had been 
told by his girlfriend while 
at a 21st birthday party in the 
clubhouse on August 16 last 
year that the complainer had 
threatened her and thrown a 
bottle at her feet, which had 
smashed.

The court heard he had 
gone out to the car park, 
where the complainer and 
his girlfriend were getting a 
lift home from the 22-year-
old man’s sister.

Graham shouted at the 
occupants of the car, opened 
the driver’s door and tried 
to punch the man sitting 
in the back seat. Instead he 
punched the man’s sister 
who was driving.

The three in the car got 
out and Graham punched 
the man on the head and 
body. The victim fell and 
was punched and kicked by 
others.

Defence agent Sandy 
Mitchell said Graham, a 
senior storeman, had ‘taken 
it upon himself’ to confront 
the man and had punched 
the sister while trying to get 
at her brother.

Sheriff Douglas Small 

for the assaults.

AN OBAN care manager 

in a prestigious awards 
ceremony in Glasgow’s 
Marriott Hotel.

Margaret Thomson-
Hale, a manager at Medico 
Argyll and Bute in Oban, 
was selected from over 200 
entries
manager of the year title at 
the Scottish Care at Home 
Awards tomorrow (Friday).

Margaret, a manager for 
Medico Argyll & Bute, 
is stunned to have been 

the awards. 
She said: ‘I am thrilled. I 

have been with Medico for 

really rewarding job. I have 
worked my way up in the 
care sector to a manager’s 
position, so this really is a 
great honour to have been 
nominated.’

Embezzler previously worked as carer in Oban 
A CARE organisation has 
assured people with learning 
disabilities that a woman 
convicted of embezzlement in 
Glasgow was not committing 
the same crimes when she 
worked for TACT, a care 
organisation, in Oban.

Lorna Wylie, aged 34, of 
Barclay Avenue, Elderslie 
has admitted stealing £4,900, 
between February 1 and 
September 1 2007, from 
residents in Baillieston with 

At Glasgow Sheriff Court 
earlier this month, Wylie 
was sentenced to 80 hours’ 
community service.

Sheriff Andrew Normand 
told her: ‘This is a very serious 
matter involving a gross breach 
of trust.’

The court heard that Wylie 
was in charge of administering 
funds to residents with 

However, she pocketed part 
of their cash for herself over 

the seven-month period.
She was caught out when 

another member of staff 
realised that the residents were 
missing money.

Defence lawyer Marco 
Buonaccorsi told the court that 

who was extremely sorry for 
her actions and that Wylie 
had tried to repay some of the 
money.

The Oban woman had 
previously worked in Oban 
supporting adults with learning 

disabilities and managing a 
team of carers until a few years 
ago.

Graham Oliver, divisional 
director for TACT, said: ‘I 
would like to put people’s 
minds at rest in Oban by 
categorically stating that there 

misconduct in Oban. 
‘These crimes were 

committed in Glasgow and 
related to time only in Glasgow. 
Ms Wylie’s case has been fully 
investigated by the police.’

By LOUISE LEE

POLICE are asking for 
witnesses to vandalism in an 
Oban supermarket car park.

Two incidents, involving 
a key or knife scratching the 
paintwork of cars, happened 
at Tesco last Friday between 
11.30am and 4.45pm.

Anyone with information 
should call Oban Police 
Station on 01631 510500.

Five charged
FIVE people were charged 
with breach of the peace 
offences over the weekend 
in Oban. Reports have been 

POLICE have praised the 
good behaviour of Oban 
people over the bank holiday 
weekend.

A spokesman said: ‘The 
town was incredibly busy 
with football fans and holiday 
makers but thankfully people 
were generally of good 
behaviour.’

A WOMAN has been 
reported to the procurator 

Police stopped the woman 
while she was driving a car 
in North Connel at 12.15am 
on Sunday.

Woman
accused of
drink driving

Behaviour
praised

AN MSP is backing an Oban 
and Lorn driving schools’ bid 
to force a ‘rethink’ on free 
driving lessons for a high 
school project.

Oban High was planning to 
deliver free driving lessons as 
part of a pilot Pathways Project 
for teenagers in a bid to get 
them ready for work. 

But, claim the instructors, 
the innovative programme is 
being ‘spoiled’ because the 
head teacher Peter Bain’s wife 
is the only driving school being 
allowed to take part in the 
programme.

Despite assurances to The

Oban Times that the seven 
town-based instructors were to 
be invited onto the programme, 
they are still being left out 
when it comes to the lessons.

John Christie was speaking 
for all seven instructors when 
he said: ‘We received a letter 
from the head of secondary 
education and pupil support 
telling us that we would be 
invited to join the programme 
in 2010. That is simply not good 
enough – we think it is time for 
the education department to 
pull the plug on the free driving 
lessons.

‘The lessons are unfair, not 

only for us – but in terms of the 
special treatment Theresa Bain 
is receiving.’

MSP Jamie McGrigor is 
backing the instructors’ calls 
to cancel the driving lessons 
altogether claiming that the 
lessons are simply ‘unfair’.

He said: ‘Having spoken 
with other driving instructors 
in Oban it does seem that it 
was perhaps inappropriate 
that only one driving school, 
Pass It On, has been selected 
to take part in the Pathways 
Programme, especially since 
none of the other driving 
instructors were consulted on 

the plan beforehand or at the 
initial discussion phase.

‘As a result many may 
perceive this action as 
promoting and publicising 

others. I believe there should be 
further discussion and perhaps 
a rethink on this issue to arrive 
at fairer conclusion.’

Instructors David Brady, 
John Christie, Gary MacLean, 
Euan Morrison, Neil Reid, 
Linda Thomson and Graham 
Cowan are writing to Sally 
Reid, Argyll and Bute Council’s 
chief executive, to plead for 
some support.

THE TEACHER at the 
centre of the Twitter scandal 
exposed in last week’s Oban
Times is being investigated 
for allegations of misconduct 
by The General Teaching 
Council, Scotland.

The language specialist, 
whom the council is refusing 
to name, was using a social 
networking site to complain 
about pupils, parents and 
colleagues. The revelations 
received national media 
coverage.

This week The Oban Times
can reveal that the principal 
teacher was not the only 
Argyll and Bute employee 
corresponding. Five 
employees from Islay, Oban 
and Lorn, Lochgilphead and 
Campbeltown were in regular 
contact on the website. 

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council stressed 
this week that there has 
been a block on using social 
networking sites in schools 
and a block on accessing 

such sites from computers 
on the schools network for 
several years. 

‘Last week’s Oban Times
report was misleading on the 
point. There has been a block 
on using such sites in school 
for several years. The block 
is in place from computers 
on the school network.’

Share
The council is continuing 

to investigate the situation. 
‘Argyll and Bute Council 
covers a wide geographical 
area, with 25 inhabited 
islands. We therefore 
encourage our staff to use 
all available methods of 
communication to share ideas 
with colleagues both within 

said the spokeswoman.

‘While it is not usually 
appropriate to access such 
sites in class time, we fully 
support staff to share best 
practice though all available 
means.’

A spokeswoman from the 
General Teaching Council 
for Scotland, (GTC) said: 
‘The GTC is aware of the 
media coverage of a teacher’s 
use of Twitter. As usual in 
situation we make enquiries 
to the employer involved as 
to the issues concerned.

‘It is breaking the code of 
conduct if a teacher discloses 
personal information about a 
pupil. Teachers should aim 
to be a positive role model 
to pupils and motivate and 
inspire every pupil to realise 
his or her full potential.’

By LOUISE LEE Five other council 
employees were
also involved

Instructors call for rethink on free driving lessons
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STEADY rain couldn’t 
dampen the spirits of more 
than 100 charity walkers who 
gathered at Corpach basin for 
the second ‘Heather’s Walk’ in 
aid of Highland Hospice.

The walk, along the canal 
towpath to Banavie Swing 
Bridge and back again, was 
organised by Corpach women 
Margaret Simpson and Sarah 
Walker in memory of their close 
friend Heather Robertson, who 
died in August 2007.

The event was a true 
community effort. Local 
businesses generously donated 
gifts as prizes or for sale, while 

musicians, canal stewards and 
stallholders willingly gave 
their time for free.

Judith Sharpe, Highland 
Hospice area fund-raiser for 
Skye, Lochalsh and Lochaber, 
estimated around £13,000 
had been raised on the day, 
including more than £3,000 at 
the Tradewinds pub later in the 
evening.

Organiser Margaret Simpson, 
through The Oban Times,
thanked everyone who had 
given so generously of their 
time, goods and services and 
cash.

She highlighted one incident 

MacColl of Annat won a bottle 

and said, you can auction that. 
‘A young fellow bought it for 

£120, paid for it, then handed 
it back and said to auction it 
again. Ewan bought it back for 
£220!’

The A830 came to a standstill 
for a short time again as 
musicians including Gary Innes 
and Ewen Henderson struck up 
‘Strip the Willow’. 

Far from being annoyed, 
some motorists, including a 
family from Doncaster, got out 
of their cars to join in.

A POLICE armed response team was called 
to an address in Corpach in the early hours of 
Saturday morning after reports of a man allegedly 
brandishing a machete at the occupants.

Police dog handlers were also called to the 
house in Guisach Terrace after reports that a man 
was within the house with a weapon. Police in 
Fort William said that a man was apprehended 
on the scene and taken to Fort William Police 
Station where he was charged with a breach of 

procedures we have to go through. 
‘Due to the nature of this incident, armed 

A 19-year-old man appeared at Fort William 
Sheriff Court in connection with the incident 
on Monday. He denied the breach of the peace 
charge, was remanded in custody and is set to 
return to court on June 4.

ANY DOUBTS a drive 
to set up a community 
company in Arisaig would 
stall have been swept away 
by a groundswell of popular 
support.

Arisaig Community Trust 
(ACT) steering group has 
been canvassing the local 
community since early spring 
to recruit as many people as 
possible – and have had its 
efforts rewarded.

As The Oban Times went 
to press, 112 adults - out of 
an over-16 population of less 
than 400 – have signed up as 
Arisaig Community Trust 
members. Six associate 
members from holiday 
homeowners and three junior 
members have also pledged 
their support.

The scale of community 
backing is all the more 
remarkable because one of 
Scotland’s most successful 
community companies, 
Sleat Community Trust, 
began with only 50 people 
out of an adult population 
of 800 - although it then 
grew rapidly. The Arisaig 

A KYLEAKIN centre established 
to help people with learning 
disablities boost their skills 

environmentally friendly heating 
system to create ideal storage 
conditions for its growing book 
collection.

The Nice Café and Bookshop 
in the Old School has built up an 
impressive collection of books 
for sale to the public enjoying 
homebaking and teas while they 

browse. The expanding library 
has meant a rethink on heating 
the building, Audrey Sinclair, 
chairperson of Skye and Lochalsh 
Association for Disability told The
Oban Times
going for an air-sourced heating 
system. We are becoming eco 
friendly. The new system will give 
us the background heating we 
need for the books.’

Two rooms at the back of the Old 
School are also to be brought into 

full use. Options include a chill-
out room and a food preparation 
area, Ms Sinclair said.

‘It would mean they would be 
able to do their baking for the café 
away from the kitchen,’ said Ms 
Sinclair. 

Six young adults, helped by 
support staff, make and serve 
beverages and home baking 
every Wednesday. Easter proved 
especially busy, with 76 customers 
through the doors in one day.

Armed police response team 
called to Corpach incident

grassroots revolution 
means the steering group 
can now progress plans to 
register ACT as a charitable 
company in the knowledge 
that a healthy pool of local 
talent has come on board to 
develop social and economic 
initiatives and improve 
Arisaig’s fortunes. 

The legal process is likely 
to be completed by August, 
after which an election of 
directors will be held and the 
the trust’s work will begin. 

ACT steering group 
treasurer Gordon Stewart 
told The Oban Times
initially there had been fears 
the initiative might falter, 
after only 29 people signed 
up following two steering 
group meetings. But support 

giving the committee 

ask ourselves if it was worth 
going on, but we found it 
was just a case of people 

they started coming in pretty 
quickly after that. We now 
have 112 full members, six 
associate members and three 
junior members and there 
are still more coming in.

‘It’s much better than we 
anticipated. It’s looking 
good. We thought it might be 
more of an uphill struggle.’

Asked if the initiative 
would galvanise the local 

‘That’s what we hope. It’s 
certainly brought together 
crofters and villagers.’

Leasing and improving 

farmer Ewen MacMillan, 
for local children was the 
catalyst for setting up the 
community company, Mr 
Stewart said. 

‘Mr MacMillan has agreed 
in principle to a 25-year 
lease, which will allow the 
community to do work on 
it and attract grant funding,’ 
said Mr Stewart.

‘There’s quite an active 
youth football club in the 
village and it is quite good 
at getting involved in things. 
There’s probably 30 children 
in all. When the lease was 
going to be drawn up the 
kids ran a dance themselves 
and raised £1,000.’

Arisaig Community Trust 
will cover all PH39 4 areas, 
from Camusdarroch east to 
Beasdale.

Exclusive
By STEPHEN NORRIS

The start of Heather’s Walk 2009.

The Nice Café team with some of their tasty offerings. f22kyleakin01

Villagers   
back trust to 
take Arisaig 
forward

Charity walkers raise £13,000  

New chapter for Kyleakin centre

A NEW interactive website 
for hillwalkers is to feature 
previously less well-known 
summits of Lochaber and the 
west Highlands.

The ‘prominent peaks’ 
website includes Ardgour, 
Rum and Western Isles hills – 
jewels often forgotten because 

they don’t count among 
Scotland’s Munros. Among the 
remote hills featured are Sgurr 
Domhnuill in Ardgour, Askival 
on Rum, Suilven and Quinag in 
Sutherland, An Cliseam on the 
Isle of Harris and Beinn Mhor 
on South Uist. 

UK Metric Association 

members Jim Bloomer and 
Roddy Urquhart climbed Ben 
Nevis last week to formally 
launch the website. 

of the UK’s most prominent 
peaks will introduce walkers 
to all the major ranges of our 
beautiful islands.’

A FORT William B&B is top of 
the hospitality stakes after being 
shortlisted for the AA’s Friendliest 
Landlady of the Year awards.

The Grange, on Grange Road, is 

thanks to owner Joan Campbell’s 
20 years of exemplary customer 
service.

Now another accolade could be in 
the bag after AA inspectors praised 
the luxury four-bed B&B’s high 
standards.

Ard-na-Coille guesthouse in 
Newtonmore, run by Jacquie 
Edwards, also won a place on the 
20-strong shortlist. 

The awards ceremony will be held 
at The Langham, London, on June 
10.

SCOTLAND’S enterprise 
minister Jim Mather 

electric scheme in Moidart 
on Monday.

The 470 kilowatt scheme 
on the Roshven Hill Estate 
on average produces enough 
power for 250 homes.

Owner Alastair Forbes will 
continue to promote small 
hydro schemes as marketing 
director of London-based 
Running River PLC. 

Ardgour in new web walking guide

Hydro scheme 
opened in 
Moidart

Fort landlady 
shortlisted for 
friendly award

A WHOLESCALE revamp of Fort William’s much-
maligned waterfront took a giant leap forward this 
week when missives were signed between Highland 
Council and developers Fort William Waterfront 
Limited (FWWL).

The historic deal, eventually struck after FWWL 

motion a phased timetable to spruce up an area 
regularly slated by locals and tourist guides. The 
schedule states a design statement must be published 
within seven weeks, and a detailed design brief 
within 15 months of the council giving FWWL 
a scoping opinion, which they need to produce an 
environmental impact assessment. FWWL must also 
carry out public consultation. Whether that means 
public meetings or drop in days is still unclear.

The developers will also be required to complete 

assessment and a retail impact assessment no later 
than 18 months from the scoping date. 

Also in that time, dates for completing the retail, 

a deal on the lease/sale of premises with a major 
supermarket operator. Initial planning permissions 
must also be obtained in that time or by agreement to 
extend for a further three months.

Councillor Brian Murphy, chairman of Fort William 
steering group, hailed the deal as ‘excellent news for 
Fort William and Lochaber’ after a nine-year wait.

phase and around 480 afterwards, 348 houses, a 
supermarket, other retail units, a hotel, civic space, a 
new library and much more. 

‘It will enhance the town and protect and improve 
the setting of the Old Fort. To see there are developers 

go ahead with this ambitious project is very pleasing 
and shows Fort William has the potential to be truly 
worthy of the title of Outdoor Capital of the UK.’

Long time sceptic of the plan, Fort William 
businessman Stewart MacLean told The Oban 
Times
I understand that the missives contain an opportunity 
for the developer to revert to Highland Council at 
any time to extend those timescales. Other events 
may overtake the present plans.’

Fort Waterfront
deal signed

o

Wild cats and pom-poms were the order of the 
day for St Columba’s Primary School pupils 
who took part in a High School Musical day. 

The Oban school raised cash for school trips by 
providing a fun packed day with dancing, face-

Newsdesk
01631 568000

THE PENULTIMATE pre-Mod ceilidh in Oban took 
place at the Argyllshire Gathering Halls with a high 
quality programme - but few were there to see it.

The ceilidh, organised by Oban’s Royal National 
Mod committee and supported by Bord na Gaidhlig, 
featured John Murdo Morrison, Myra MacNab, 
Sineag MacIntyre, Jimmy Cameron and the Neil 
Sinclair Dance Band.

‘It was a disappointing turnout, considering the 
national Mod is in Oban.

pre-Mod ceilidh on July 18.
On the programme in July will be The Occasionals, 

Gillebride MacMillan, Noeleen NicColla and a few 
surprise guests.

The performers at the recent pre-Mod ceilidh in 
the Argyllshire Gathering Halls. t21ceil01

Top quality programme 
at pre-Mod ceilidh

LOCHAWE RESCUE BOAT FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN
The Oban Times is pleased to promote and support fundraising efforts in a bid to purchase a 

search and rescue boat to serve the local area.
Recent tragic events have highlighted once again just how dangerous the lochs and rivers of our beautiful part of Argyll can be.

‘Loch Ness and Loch Lomond have rescue boats – but Loch Awe doesn’t have one. Yet there have been more lives 
lost on Loch Awe in the past 10 years than Loch Lomond and Loch Ness put together.’ – Donald MacGregor, Kerrera

HELP US MAKE OUR LOCHS AND RIVERS A SAFER PLACE
Your donation, no matter how small, could make all the difference

Donations can be made by sending cheques or postal orders made payable to: 

Loch Awe Rescue Boat Fund
To – Loch Awe Rescue Boat Fund, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, OBAN PA34 4HB
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A YOUNG driver who caused 
a head-on crash on the A85 
near Dalmally last December 
has been banned from driving 
for 15 months. 

Jennifer MacLennan, aged 

Connel, admitted driving 
dangerously on December 5 
when she overtook a car and 

a fuel tanker with another car 
coming towards her. 

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
that no one was seriously 
injured when she hit the 
oncoming vehicle head-on, 
sending it careering into a 
ditch with a driver and three-
year-old child inside. The car 
MacLennan was driving also 

hit the fuel tanker side-on and 
ended up in the ditch. 

Farrell said it was dark with 
sub-zero temperatures.

Defence agent Duncan 
Durbin said the accident was 
the result of an incorrect 
judgment by an inexperienced 
driver. He said: ‘There is no 

suggestion that the stretch of 
road did not allow overtaking. 
She underestimated the length 
of road she had to complete 
the manoeuvre.’ He added 
she had been driving her 
boyfriend’s car and did not 
exceed 50mph. 

Disqualifying MacLennan 

Douglas Small said it was 
extremely lucky that the 
accident was not more 
serious. He said: ‘If a tanker 
had become involved in a 
collision and fuel had spilt 
onto the road, who knows 
what could have happened? 
The consequences could have 

Young woman banned for causing head-on collision 

A GROUP that supports people with 
learning disabilities has changed its 
name at a launch in Oban.

TACT, launched their new brand 

Sutherland last Monday, when they 
were joined by a number of guests, 
including service users.

The organisation, established as 
the Thames and Chiltern Trust in 
1991, decided to change its name 
because the acronym TACT did 
not indicate its aims and values 
and there was another national 
organisation with the same name.

It was agreed that the name 

work.

Group has

new name

DESPITE a tightening 
public purse there are no 
planned redundancies, either 
voluntary or compulsory, 
planned in the current 

A spokeswoman for the 

staff will continue to be 
replaced, after a resignation 
or retirement, when it was 
prudent to do so.

Other council areas in 
Scotland are threatening 
redundancies in a bid to 
balance books at the end of 

A MAN has admitted 
threatening to smash through 
a door with a sledgehammer 
when his partner refused to 
let him in. 

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
last Tuesday that Thomas 
George, of 8 Scott Terrace, 
Dalmally, was not allowed 
into the house after he had 
been drinking. He returned 
on the morning of April 25 
to get a fresh set of clothes 
and was again refused entry. 

The court heard he picked 
up a sledgehammer and 
threatened to break down the 
door, before leaving when he 
partner told him she would 
call the police. 

Defending 50-year-old 
George, Edward Thornton 

offence he had been charged 
with. He added: ‘It was very 
much out of character.’

Sentence was deferred 
for nine months for good 
behaviour. 

Community
service
breach
A DUNBEG man who 
abandoned his community 
service to watch a football 
match appeared at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week. 

The court heard that David 
Barr, aged 26, of 22 Lorn 
Road, asked permission from 
his supervisor to leave so he 

was refused. The accused 
left anyway. 

Sheriff Douglas Small 
said he would overlook the 
breach, which Barr admitted, 
and give him another 
opportunity to complete the 

sentence.

Driver
banned
AN OBAN man has been 
banned from driving for a 

admitting drinking and 
driving in the town.

Oban Sheriff Court 
heard last week that Robert 

Nant Drive, had the lowest 
breath test reading usually 
prosecuted when he was 
reported at around midnight 
on May 9.

He had had a few drinks at 
his home before driving to a 
house in Gallanach Road.

Sheriff Douglas Small said: 

have been before the court 
for a drinking and driving 
charge, I will disqualify you 
for the minimum period I 
can.’ 

Courts
may change
PLANS to move away from 
local authorities running 
district courts in north 
Strathclyde have gone out to 
a three-month consultation.

The proposals will see the 
administration of district 
courts in Lochgilphead, 
Dunoon, Oban and 
Campbeltown come under 
the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Court Service as 
justice of the peace courts.

The new courts would 
continue to operate from 
the current district court 
locations.

Elsewhere the proposals 
will lead to the closure of 

A DIRTY window on the bridge 
of a Caledonian MacBrayne 
(CalMac) ferry could have led 
to the ship grounding on a reef 
in Oban Bay.

The MV Isle of Arran, which 
was carrying 19 passengers 
bound for Colonsay, sustained 
substantial hull damage in 
the accident on March 28 this 
year but was able to return to 
her berth at Oban immediately 
after the incident.

Passengers were given 
accommodation at an Oban 
hotel and another ship took 
them to Colonsay the following 
day.

A report by the Marine 
Accident Investigation Branch 
(MAIB) has highlighted areas 
of concern for CalMac but has 

decided not to implement a full 
investigation.

Bound for Colonsay the 
vessel had just left its berth 
at Oban, on a route on which 
it was not normally engaged, 
and was heading towards Sgeir 
Rathaid reef, a hidden danger 
in Oban Bay. 

The report stated: ‘With the 
sun directly ahead, the master 

a dirty bridge window, and 
arranged for it to be cleaned. 
He then altered course to port 
with the intention of leaving the 
reef and a south cardinal buoy 
marking its southern extremity 
to starboard. 

‘Inexplicably, the turn was 
stopped early with the buoy 
still on the port bow. The master 

was alerted to the danger ahead 

although full astern pitch was 
applied, Isle of Arran grounded 
momentarily on the reef. 

‘The vessel suffered 
substantial hull damage, but 
was able to return to her berth 
without assistance. There 
was no water ingress and no 
pollution.’

The MAIB has written to 
CalMac highlighting the lack 
of a pre-departure brief and the 
need to ensure that bridge teams 
are not distracted at critical 
times by routine husbandry 
tasks.

It has also written to the ship’s 
master strongly advising that 
he keeps his bridge team fully 
apprised of intentions when 

leaving and entering harbour, 
and also that he demands 
that appropriate standards of 
navigation are maintained at all 
times regardless of the route on 
which a vessel is engaged. 

A spokesman for CalMac 
said: ‘We are grateful to the 
MAIB for their report which 

our own investigation that this 
accident was due to human 

of a failure to follow agreed 
procedures.

‘We note that the MAIB do 
not believe a full investigation 
is necessary and that they 
acknowledge the steps taken 
by the company to prevent a 
repetition of this incident in the 
future.’

Dirty window may
have led to ferry
striking reef

MV Isle of Arran suffered substantial hull damage in Oban Bay 

council taxpayers money 
has been put towards a 60-
home affordable housing 
development in Lochgilphead.

Argyll and Bute Council 
has agreed to allocate the sum 
towards Fyne Homes’ proposed 
development on the sites of the 
former Mid Argyll Hospital and 
Lochgilphead High School.

The money is required 
by the housing association 
to address a shortfall in its 
funding package, which it says 

has arisen principally due to 
the high cost of ‘infrastructure 
provision’ on the site.

planning permission for the 
proposals and the money will 
only be paid by the council 
when Fyne Homes completes 
work to the requisite value.

phase of a proposed plan for 
the site, involves building 61 
houses including 18 for shared 

plots.

A later phase of development 

Councillor George Freeman, the 
council’s housing spokesman, 
said: ‘This represents the 
long-awaited development 
of an important site, and the 
proposals, if approved, will 
breathe new life into a key area 
of the town.

‘I’m delighted that it will 
provide more affordable 
housing not just for local 
families, but also for those 

moving into the area to live 
and work. This investment 
in Lochgilphead represents 
another major step in the 
regeneration of the town, and I 
am sure it will be welcomed by 
the community.’

The overall development, 
which will take nearly two 
years to complete, has been 

the council’s strategic housing 
fund which supports the 
delivery of affordable housing.

Council puts money behind affordable homes

Schools have
a great Time

AS THE Royal National Mod 
returns home to Oban this year, 
organisers are keen to attract a 
greater number of traditional 
Gaelic singers.

But time is running out for 
potential competitors as the 
closing date for entries, which 
can now be made online, is on 
Sunday.

In a bid to take the traditional 
gold medal competition back to 
its roots, the qualifying rounds 

Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
and competitors will sing to 

rather than on a stage.
Mod director Janet 

MacDonald said: ‘Preparations 

for the Royal National Mod 
2009 are well advanced 
and decisions regarding 
competition venues each 
year are dependent upon the 
number of entries.

‘However, in the case of 
Seann Nòs (the traditional 
gold medal competition) we 
have already decided to hold 
it in the Argyllshire Gathering 

In an attempt to raise the 

gold medal competition, the 
winners will be given the 
chance to represent Scotland 
at the Pan Celtic Festival in 
Ireland next year.

Gaelic singers sought
THESE are exciting times for the 
Dalriada Project. Many of their 
plans to enhance Mid Argyll’s 
heritage and environment are 
set to become a reality in the 
coming months. 

From protecting rare insects 
to installing state-of-the-art 
visitor information points, the 
Dalriada Project brings together 
initiatives to promote the nature, 
culture and history of Kilmartin 
Glen and North Knapdale, 
while developing it as a tourism 
magnet. Over four years, it will 

Tracey Peedle, manager, said: 
‘We would hope to make people 
more aware of how outstanding 
and special this area is. It has 

got so much to offer.’ 
More than 50 hours of 

interviews have captured the 
community’s recent history, 
which will become a book and 
archive. Schoolchildren have 
turned anecdotes into artworks 
and an exhibition and specially-
commissioned stained glass 
window was unveiled at Mid 
Argyll Community Hospital. 

They have already worked 
with Kilmartin House Museum 

ancient hill forts for 100 years. 
An ambitious plan is for a 

new infrastructure of paths and 
hi-tech hubs where people will 
be able to download recordings 
of guided walks. 

Exciting times for project

LORN Lunch Club members were joined by Struan 
Stevenson MEP last Saturday at the Regent Hotel, 
Oban for an informative talk on his work in the 
European parliament.

Mr Stevenson, the vice chairman of the ruling 
group in the parliament, talked in depth about the 

The MEP also discussed the expenses crisis in the 
UK parliament, outlining the triple accounting that 
Conservative European politicians have to carry out.

The vote of thanks was given by MSP Jamie 
McGrigor. 

STAFF at Homebase in Oban held a fundraiser for 
the British Heart Foundation last Saturday night, 

prizes donated from Lorn businesses and was a great 
success for the group of fundraisers from the DIY 
company. Three members of staff from the DIY 

saving equipment before the end of July.
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Marine
Harvest
nets top UK 
award
LOCHABER-based Marine 
Harvest has won a top 
honour in the UK’s annual  
Seafood Awards.

The company, which runs 
salmon farms across the 
west coast, netted the top 
award for aquaculture.

Managing director of 
Marine Harvest Scotland 
Alan Sutherland said:  ‘We 
are immensely proud of 
our salmon. The world 
class quality is down to 
the pristine environment in 
which they grow as well as 
the care and attention from 
our workforce.’

Old Forge 
highly
commended
THE OLD Forge Inn in 
Knoydart has been highly 
commended at a UK-wide 
awards ceremony.

The popular pub and 
restaurant, accessible only 
by sea from Mallaig, picked 

Awards 2009 at the London 
Marriott Hotel in Grosvenor 
Square. The reception and 
dinner, attended by 350 
restauranteurs, saw The Old 
Forge take centre stage with 

‘best local seafood fortnight’ 
category.

Speaking from London, 
proprietor Jackie Robertson 
told The Oban Times: ‘I just 
think it goes to show the pub’s 
commitment to sustainable 

Council
looks to 
secure fuel 
supply
HIGHLAND Council is to 
look at ways of securing a 
sustainable and accessible 
network of fuel outlets after 
a report showed more than 
140 of the region’s 230 
petrol stations could close 
within 10 years.

The gloomy forecast in the 
Experian Catalist report said 
urgent action was needed  to 
boost fuel sales and increase 

struggling for survival.
Councillor Ian Ross said 

local stations were ‘a lifeline’ 
for rural communities. ‘We 
need to look at innovative 
solutions, such as having 
unmanned sites operating 24 
hours a day,’ he said. 

Tourism tops 
agenda in
Fort William
R E P R E S E N TAT I V E S 
from 25 of Scotland’s 32 
local authorities met in Fort 
William last week where 
tourism was top of the 
agenda.

A reception was held in 
Fort William’s recently 
transformed VisitScotland 
Information Centre where 
delegates were welcomed by 
Allan Henderson, Provost of 
Lochaber, councillor Brian 
Murphy and VisitScotland’s 
chief executive Philip 
Riddle.

VisitScotland gave guests 
an overview on the new 
centre, which has been well 
received since opening in 
March. This was followed 
by a pre-conference dinner 
at the Lime Tree Gallery, 
also the venue for the 
local authority conference 
the following day. Topics 
included VisitScotland’s local 
marketing strategy, plans for 
tourism websites, the future 
of the quality assurance 
scheme and the need for 
research.

A MARINE conservation trust is calling 
for an investigation into the impact of naval 
sonar on whales and dolphins in west coast 
waters after an incident during a recent 
NATO military exercise.

The Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust 
(HWDT), which conducts regular boat 
surveys on whales and dolphins, reported 
an incident recently where they claim naval 
sonar may have caused whales to display 
unusual and worrying behaviour.

The trust, along with the Whale and 
Dolphin Conservation Society (WDCS), 

has now renewed calls for an environmental 
impact assessment to be conducted by the 
Ministry of Defence (MoD).

The recent Joint Warrior exercise saw up 
to 85 aircraft, 22 ships and three submarines 
operate in west coast waters. 

A statement from the trust said: ‘On 
May 12 observers saw two minke whales 
displaying unusual and worrying behaviour. 
At the same time they heard military sonar 
on the hydrophone, sometimes so loud that 
they could not keep the headphones on. 
The whales were both moving in the same 

direction at high speed, regularly leaping 
clear of the water. This behaviour, known as 
‘porpoising’, is more typical of dolphins and 
rarely seen in undisturbed whales.’

Nienke van Geel, HWDT’s biodiversity 

porpoising many times successively is very 
unusual. Both whales moved very fast, too 
fast for us to keep up with them to try to take 

‘We estimated they were traveling at least 
at 15 knots. 

‘Our research has already shown a decline 

in minke whale sightings in the last few 
years, so we’re worried about anything that 
might adversely affect the population.’

An MoD spokeswoman said: ‘It is Royal 
Navy policy to maintain operational 
effectiveness in active sonar use by 
employing it responsibly, taking all 
reasonable and practical measures to protect 
the environment.

‘I think it is also important to note that this 
exercise, or similar, takes place at least twice 
a year in this area and there is nothing new, 
in terms of sonar or procedures, this time.’ 

LOCHABER mountain rescue team 

at the weekend rescuing people, two of 
whom were seriously injured.

The weekend began for the team with 
a search for a man who was reported 
missing while ‘bothying’ in the Glen 
Nevis area. No sign was found of him 
until Saturday evening when he was 
traced to the Barrisdale area.

On Saturday afternoon the team was 
called to the Polldubh Crags area of Glen 
Nevis where a climber was reported to 
have fallen from the Dundee Buttress 
and sustained spinal injuries. The man, 
who has not been named, was airlifted 
to Belford Hospital, Fort William.

In the early hours of Sunday morning 
the team also attended a call out about 
two climbers who were spending 

the night on the mountains. A rescue 
helicopter from Prestwick was called 
out and the two men were taken off the 
mountain.

Also on Sunday the team was called to 
the Mullach nan Coirean area of Glen 
Nevis where a man, thought to be from 
Leeds, had fallen and broken his leg 
while descending from the mountains 
with a party of walkers at around 550 
metres.

A rescue helicopter from Lossiemouth 
attended as the break was found to be 
very serious.

‘Sunday was just one of those days. We 
had to call the helicopter in to evacuate 
the man with the leg break. If it wasn’t 
such a serious break we could have 
taken him down ourselves.’

YOUNG adults with 
learning disabilities in 
the west Highlands are to 

designed to ensure they get 
the access to expert advice 

education they deserve.
‘Community connectors’ 

have started work in Skye 
and Lochaber with a key role 
of helping adults and young 
people in their last year of 
high school with learning 
disabilities and autistic 
spectrum conditions. 

The initiative, funded 
by The Big Lottery Fund 
and Highland Council 
provisionally until 2011, is 
being delivered by the Health 
and Happiness charity.

Connectors and young people 
met with Christine Fletcher, 
development worker for 
‘People First Highland’ 
in Lochaber College on 

areas of concern, including 
changes proposed to the 
delivery of day care services 
presently delivered from 
the Angus Centre in Upper 
Achintore.

Lochaber community 
connector George Kerr 
said Health and Happiness 
in the Highlands had been 
‘championing the rights’ 
of adults with learning 
disabilities for the past 
ten years under the logo 
‘breaking down barriers 
together’. 

A MOVE to expand a 
community initiative in south 
Skye has won unanimous 
support from its members.

Camuscross Community 
Initiative will be known as 
Camuscross and Duisdale 
Initiative (CDI) from now 
on, after 35 members from 
both Sleat communities 
agreed the change at their 
annual general meeting in 
Duisdale church.

Community director 
Donnie MacKinnon made 
clear his immediate intention 
to ensure Duisdale and the 
area’s young people would 
be adequately represented 
on the new body.

He told the gathering: 
‘We are hoping to co-opt 
directors from Duisdale on 
to the board. We have room 
for three. We also have a 
place for a junior director, 
but we don’t want to force 
anybody into it.’

Mr MacKinnon chaired the 
commendably brief business 
part of the meeting, not 
without some light-hearted 
moments. Mr MacKinnon 
himself reported how ‘seven 

Five rescues in two days 
for Lochaber team

The Health and Happiness group meeting at Lochaber College. f22happy01

Planning the future: Camuscross and Duisdale Initiative members after their AGM. f22camus02

Sleat folk 
join forces 
for future

Exclusive
By STEPHEN NORRIS

good men and true’ had won 
the tug-of-war title at the 
Camuscross Olympics – the 
highlight of the year.  

And one wag from the 

to the ongoing scandal over 
MPs allowances, said to 
laughter: ‘Mr chairman, I am 
pleased to say I have not any 
questions about directors’ 
expenses!’

Listing the year’s 
many achievements, Mr 
MacKinnon reported how 
an open day had provided 
valuable information on 
which issues the community 
felt were most important, 
with local housing, a shop/
café and a historical paths 
network all scoring highly.

Crofters had released land 
for housing, which CDI has 
earmarked for affordable 
homes for local people, 
with backing from the 
government’s community 
land unit and the Highland 
Small Communities Housing 
Trust. 

He said: ‘They have 

contamination study, and 
they have not found anything, 
which is good. 

‘They are hoping to do the 
groundwork, which will be 
starting next week. 

‘All the utilities are close at 
hand and the electricity is at 
the back [of the ground].’

Other CDI initiatives 
include a local hydro scheme 
and bringing old paths 
marked on 1920 OS maps 
back into use with support 

Kennedy. 
Member Gavin Walker 

told the meeting: ‘The only 
problem Mr Kennedy had 
was with one local resident 
who had cut down all the 
signs because he was worried 
that people would disturb the 
rabbits he wanted to shoot.’ 

Current Camuscross 
and Duisdale directors 
are: Donnie MacKinnon, 
David Ashford, Dede 
MacGillivray, Mary Logan, 
Nicola Thomson, Derek 
MacDonald, Susan Walker 
and Graeme Mackenzie.

Better links lead young adults to expert advice

Whale watchers call for naval sonar investigation
Election changes 
‘barmy’ - Ewing
LOCHABER MSP Fergus 
Ewing has described 
Boundary Commission 
plans to add Dumbarton to 
the Highlands and Islands 
electoral region as ‘barmy’.

Inverness East, Nairn 
and Lochaber seat now has 
more than 72,000 voters, 
prompting Mr Ewing to call 
for an additional seat in the 
Inverness/Nairn area.

The Boundary Commission 
had made ‘an utter bourach’ 
of the issue, Mr Ewing said.

A MEMORIAL concert is to be held in Fort 
William next month for an Invergarry mother 
of four who raised more than £85,000 for 
charity care at Belford Hospital.

breast cancer in December last year after 
being diagnosed with the condition in 
October 2006.

Her treatment often required long stays 
in Belford Hospital, Fort William, and Mrs 
Fraser raised more than £85,000 through 
organising and taking part in various events 
in Lochaber.

Mrs Fraser, a former council leisure 

services worker, helped to organise and took 
part in the Gallop and Grind duathlon event 
in Fort William which attracted more than 
700 people.

Through her charity, Cancer Care in the 
Highlands, Mrs Fraser also helped provide 
additional facilities for cancer sufferers and 
their families.

On Saturday June 27 this year a memorial 
concert for Sharon Fraser will be held at the 
Nevis Centre in Fort William.

Featured artists include Charlie McKerron 
of Capercaillie, Marc Clement and Sandy 
Brechin.

unit costs in the Highlands, 

to develop, are costing 
£100,000 to £140,000. 

‘Each year, in addition 
to applicants who have 
temporary housing, 2,000 
people or families present 
themselves as homeless. 

‘In many cases they will 
be given priority, and as 
Highland Council only turns 
around 1,000 houses each 
year you don’t have to be 
a mathematical genius to 
deduce that the needs of 
residents are not being met. 

‘The lack of social housing 
for rent has reached crisis 
point and unless there is 
immediate action from both 
governments in Edinburgh 
and London then we may 
have another Highland 
Clearance on our hands.’ 

Memorial concert for Invergarry charity founder

Stark warning from Lochaber councillor

A LOCHABER councillor 
has warned of a second 
Highland Clearances unless 
the Edinburgh and London 
governments free up cash to 
build more social housing.

Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan councillor 
Donald Cameron says more 
than 9,000 Highland families 
are stuck on house waiting 
lists with Highland Council 
and housing associations 

the problem.
According to Councillor 

Cameron, the council wants 
to build more homes but 
is ‘hamstrung’ because of 
crippling historic debt on 
its existing homes, which 
prevents further prudent 
borrowing.

Highland Council is paying 
£15 million annually in 
interest charges, he said, 

and has strongly lobbied 
Westminster for the housing 
debt of £150 million to be 
written off or to have a debt 
‘holiday’ for a few years 
to allow a housebuilding 
programme to begin.

Councillor Cameron said: 
‘It is within the power 
of Westminster to write 
off this debt as it did for 
councils whose tenants 
elected to transfer to housing 
associations.

Fund
‘Those councils are now in 

a position to take advantage 
of the Scottish Government’s 
£25 million fund to build 
more homes. 

‘Nationally that fund 
will not go far but even if 
Highland Council could bid 
in, the maximum level of 
subsidy of £25,000 per unit 
makes it unrealistic when 

Build more homes 
or Highlands faces 
second Clearance
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Kilbrandon
PRESIDENT Linda Brown 
welcomed members to the 
annual general meeting 
of the Kilbrandon branch 
of the Scottish Women’s 
Rural Institute (SWRI), held 
recently in Seil Island Hall.

Linda reported she had 

year as president, thanking 
the committee for their work 
and support throughout 
the year, and everyone for 
making the Kilbrandon 
institute such a friendly and 
welcoming group to be a 
part of.

interesting and varied 
programme, Linda recalled 

the September speaker had 
to cancel at short notice. 
Everyone was grateful to 
PC David Paterson, from 
Taynuilt, who stepped in at 
the last minute with sound 
advice on personal security.

There was a great turnout 
for the October meeting with 
many guest visitors, when 
Lucy Haycock gave a well-
received talk on the fantastic 
work of Macmillan Nurses.  

In November members 
were taken all over Eastern 
Europe when Mhairi Richie 
shared her photographs and 
memories.

The Tigh and Truish 
Hotel gave the branch the 
usual splendid Christmas 
dinner, and a cold January 
evening was warmed with 
an interesting talk on whisky 
by Tim Bowles.  

In February, Linda Brown 
led a session on card making, 
and in March there was an 
impromptu beetle drive.

The April meeting became 
a fund raising evening for the 
Seil Island Hall grounds, the 
transformation of which is to 

Garden. Members were 
delighted to welcome 55 
people to a demonstration by 
the Pampered Chef, enabling 
members to make a donation 
of £130 to the project. 
Thanks were given to 
everyone who contributed to 
the excellent buffet provided 
on the evening.

Following the election 
of the new committee, 
members enjoyed an evening 
of quizzes and a supper 
prepared and served by the 
outgoing committee.

Linda closed the AGM 
by wishing everyone a 
wonderful summer, with a 
special hope for sunshine 
on June 6, the date of the 
branch’s summer outing to 
Inveraray Castle. 

Tobermory
THE APRIL meeting of 
Tobermory SWRI featured 
a demonstration of iced 

Whitton, which was much 
enjoyed by everyone.

The next day, Margaret 
presented a day school in 
embroidery which enabled 
beginners to improve and 
experienced embroiderers to 
develop their skills.

The May meeting was the 
annual general meeting.  Betty 

MacPhail swept the board in 
baking and in handcrafts and 
took home the shield. The 
new committee members 
are Margaret Broad, Monika 
Frith and Heather Smart. 
When business was dealt 
with, Jane Russell talked 
about nursery rhymes and 
reminded members how to 

which everyone did. 
Members are asked to put 

four dates in their diaries: 
June 1, the Federation Show 
in Craignure; June 16, day 
out to Iona; June 18, the 
summer social at Dervaig; 
and the Salen Show in 
August.

Finally, TobermoryInstitute
celebrates its 80th birthday 
in October.  Celebratory 
suggestions are called for.

Salen
THE MAY meeting began 
in the afternoon, when 11 
members visited Torosay 
Castle and Gardens. 

The weather was awful 
with lashing rain, but a 
few members braved the 
rain and walked around the 
gardens. The rest roamed the 
castle, after enjoying tea and  
cakes.

Later that day there was 
the AGM where Margaret 
Black was re-elected as 
president for another year. 
The committee was also 
elected. This was followed 
by a business meeting, 
discussing the arrangements 
for the Federation Show on 
June 1. 

Tiree
VICE president Margaret 
Gorman welcomed everyone 
to the AGM and then read 
the report for the year from 
president Jan Hunter.  

Secretary Annie 
MacKinnon dealt with all the 
business matters including 

and the sponsored walk for 
Maggie’s Meals. 

The new committee was 
elected and the evening 
ended with a quiz conducted 
by Annie and a wine and 
cheese supper provided  by 
the hostesses. 

In the competitions, Fiona 

items made from odd bits of 
wool and Margaret Gorman 

set.

Morar
THE MORAR branch of 
the SWRI met for its annual 
general meeting earlier this 
month.

The committee was elected 
as follows: president; 
Dorothy Simpson, vice-
president; Jessie Gillies, 
secretary; Ann Currie, press 
secretary; Heather Simpson, 
hostess and competitions; 
June Foxwell, teas; Morag 
MacKenzie.

The overall competition 
winners were: 1 Christine 
Haynes; 2 Pauline Elwell 
and Heather Simpson; 3 
Dorothy Simpson.

The sales table made 

was Pauline Elwell.

Around the Rurals

STAFF, parents and pupils at Invergarry 
Primary School tackled litter on the 
shoreline at Laggan Locks on Monday 
in their annual spring clean up.

Armed with bin bags and litter pickers, 
the team turned out to clear a large area 
of rubbish, which tends to gather there 

after being blown up the loch. Head 
teacher Jane Strachan told The Oban 
Times: ‘In two hours we gathered more 
than 20 bin bagfuls of rubbish to put in 
the skip. 

‘We could really see a difference 
afterwards. We thought there was not 

as much litter as last year and think 
that our annual spring clean is having a 
lasting affect on the local beauty spot. 

Pupils noticed evidence of wildlife as 
they cleaned, with Sarah MacLennan  
discovering duck eggs and a bird 
skull.

School cleans up litter on Laggan Locks shoreline

BROADFORD Primary School 
pupils are celebrating winning 

after two years of hard work to 
raise environmental awareness in 
school and the wider community. 

Eco-schools assessors Phil 
Dewar and Lesley Weston ran 
the rule over Broadford’s eco-
friendly initiatives and praised the 
school on its ‘holistic, child-led 
approach and development of real 
expertise’ through study. 

P4-5 teacher and Broadford 
Primary School eco-coordinator 
Sarah MacLennan said: ‘Lesley 
Weston was particularly impressed 
by the fact that everyone she spoke 
to had a real understanding of the 

importance of their eco work.
The children were particularly 
proud of showing off their new 
greenhouse, which parents and 
pupils, with a lot of help from 
local builder Adam MacDonald, 
built out of used two litre plastic 
bottles.

Now they will be able to grow 
an even wider range of fruit and 
vegetables in their grounds this 
season.’

Ms MacLennan added: ‘I’m 
thrilled for the children. Work 
is already underway towards 

pupils will rise to that challenge 
with equal enthusiasm and 
commitment.’

four years ago, the Argyll Schools Gaelic 
Medium Drama Feis was held during the 
day and at a new venue.

The feis, which allows Gaelic-speaking 
primary school pupils the chance to perform 
in front of an audience, was held in the 
Corran Halls, Oban, and attracted schools 

There were six plays in total, with prizes 

being presented to three different plays.
Organiser Christine MacIntyre said: ‘The 
children, teachers and the audience voted 
this the best Argyll Drama Feis yet.’

Mallaig Upper Primary won the prize 
for best stage set, best costume went to 
Sandbank Gaelic Medium Unit for their 
squirrel and best comedy moment went to 
Appin for comedy routines involving a 
tractor and Dolly Parton.

t20feis01

New look Gaelic Medium Drama Feis

Lochnell primary pupils keep school menu healthy  

Broadford primary 
flies its second flag

Fèis Ìle
ISLAY’S annual Festival 
of Malt and Music, May 23 

many visitors and locals out 
and about to enjoy and take 
part in the many and varied 
events held at the island’s 
whisky distilleries and other 
island venues.

All of Islay’s distilleries, 
plus the Maltings, have 
held open days and outdoor 
events, with music and 
dancing for all tastes in the 
evenings.

Thursday May 28 is the 
Homecoming 2009 Day.  
Kilchoman and Isle of Jura 
distilleries hold their open 
days, then in the evening 
Bowmore village will be 
given over to a parade 
celebrating the Year of 
Homecoming with all the 
distilleries and honouring 
Islay’s emergency services. 
Skerryvore will end the 
evening with a ceilidh dance 
in Bowmore Hall.

On Friday May 29 
Bunnahabhain Distillery 
hosts its open day and the 
lads from Skerryvore make 
an appearance here too. 

Friday night is a family 
ceilidh where, amongst 
others, a junior Gaelic choir 
and Ella Edgar’s Highland 
Dancers will entertain 
friends, families and visitors. 
For the more dram-minded, 
there’s a lecture on whisky 
in Port Charlotte.

Saturday May 30, and the 
week is nearly done. Ardbeg 

Islay
Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell:
01496 850215

open day. Have fun at the 
celebrations on Port Ellen 
Village Green, with lots of 
activities for children. The 
Final Fling in Port Ellen sees 
out the last evening of the 
festival with dancing to local 
band Contraband.

Scattered amongst all of this 
are bowling competitions, 

competitions and a Texas 
Scramble at Machrie Golf 
Club.

31,  sees a family pool 
competition in the Bridgend 
Hotel and a guided walk; far 
less hectic than the rest of 
the week!

During Fèis Ìle there is 
something for everyone and 
everyone is welcome. This 
is a great week for young 
and old, for locals and for 
whisky buffs from all over 
the world. 

The Fèis Ìle booklet giving 
details of times and venues 
of events is available island-
wide in shops and public 
places, and watch for posters 
which will give information. 
Slainte Mhath!

ILA Scotland 
update
THE SCOTTISH govern-
ment has just announced 
changes to the ILA Scotland 
scheme from summer 2009 
that will help more people 
access ILA Scotland funding 
and offer an even greater 
range of courses. 

The changes, which 
will be effective from 
summer 2009, will mean, 
amongst other things, 
more people can access 
funding. The income 

threshold has been increased 
from £18,000 to £22,000 so 
if your personal income is 
£22,000 a year or less you 
can access ILA Scotland 
funding towards eligible 
courses.

There will be more courses 
to choose from. 

For academic year 2009-
10 only, the range of courses 
eligible for ILA500 funding 
has been widened to include 
part-time taught postgraduate 
courses at Scottish Credit and 

(SCQF) level II. 

Future
Jobs Fund
initiative
THIS 18-month initiative, 
announced as part of the April 
2009 Budget running from 
October 2009 to April 2011, 
is focused on young people 
aged 18 – 24 who have been 
on Job Seekers Allowance, 
but will also support some 
long-term unemployed 
people who have barriers to 
employment or live in areas 
with high concentrations of 
unemployment.

The programme has been 
designed to ensure that 
short-term unemployed 
young people stay connected 
with the labour market and 
do not become the long-term 
unemployed of the future. 

A key element of the 
programme is that the jobs 
created should provide 

will be created in social care, 

childcare, health, energy 

Funding of around £95m 
will be available in Scotland, 
and this will fund the costs 
of employing an individual 
for six months on at least a 
minimum wage. 

The programme is an 
exciting opportunity for the 
third sector in Scotland to 
extend the range of services 
it provides to communities 
across Scotland, as well as 
contributing to the solutions 
of youth and long-term 
unemployment.

Anyone interested in 
getting involved or who has 
ideas on jobs that could be 
created within organisations 
or communities, should 
contact SCVO at 
futurejobsfundscotland@
scvo.org.uk or telephone the 
Future Jobs Fund Team on 
0141 225 8017.

Scalpay
Your correspondent 
is D Morrison
01859 540217

Fishing
IT IS too early in the year to 
net herring and mackerel as 
is not seasonal yet for home 
waters.

However, everyone is 
hoping for a more positive 
report on herring catches at 
the end of May.

A few velvet crabs have 
been creeled, but fewer than 
expected, and some days of 
high winds have meant the 
creel boats have remained 
berthed more often than they 
would have liked.

Tourists
A FEW tourists have arrived 
on Scalpay but we look 
forward to many more.

Fish van
ON ITS rounds again is the 

with its usual weekly supply 

It is most welcome on 
Scalpay. 

Mink
CAN THE mink really have 
been exterminated? 

Not a murmur has been 
heard of sightings or lost 
poultry. 

Cuckoo
EVERYONE must keep their 
ears opened for the welcome 
sound of the cuckoo’s calling 
note as she pronounces the 
start of the summer season 
on Scalpay.

Calling all Community Owned 
Village Halls in Argyll and Bute!!

CONSTRUCTIVE
COMMUNITIES

A Project for Village Halls across Argyll and Bute

Supported by the Housing Associations 
of Argyll and Bute

Following on from our highly successful Constructive Communities 

project, we are once again seeking funding through Scottish 

Government Wider Role, LEADER and New Deal for a project to assist 

community owned Village Halls with repairs and enhancements.  

To allow us to do this we require information from you on the scope 

of works requested. 

The work will be implemented by Argyll and Bute Employability 

Team which provides training to those who have been out of 

work for some time.

If you believe that your Village Hall could benefit from the 

project e.g. repairs to fixtures and fittings, painting and 

decorating, improved access paths, walling, fencing  etc, then 

please contact: Argyll and Bute Employability Team no later 

than: Monday June 22nd 2009 on telephone number: 01586  

551389 to obtain a project application form. 

Please Note that previous successful applicants may re-apply.

YOUR EARLIEST RESPONSE IS REQUIRED

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!
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At the 
Cinema

www.oban.org.uk the definitive web 
guide to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits 

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

Local
Producers

Market
Thursday 4 June

Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO
Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk
WHAT’S ON GUIDE

CONTACT - 01631 568000

Various art courses available at Airdeny Chalets, contact 
Jennifer on 01866 822648
Thursday 4th June 
Local Producers Market, Kintaline  Farm, Benderloch 10am - 3pm
Wednesday 10th June
Singing Kettle, Corran Halls, 01631 567333

Your local guide to food whatever your mood

FOR a hearty, 
home-cooked 
and substantial 
meal look no 
further than the 
Cuilfail Hotel in 
Kilmelford.

With all beef and 
venison sourced 
locally, meals like 
lasagne, beef 
burgers and beef 
and ale pie all 
have a robust, 
home-made feel.

Meals can be 
taken in the 
dining room, 
which offers a 
relaxed dining 
experience, or 
the bar, with 
its wonderful 
collection of 
bank notes from 
around the world.

There’s also the 
cosy Snug Bar 
which provides 
a more intimate 
setting.

Large portions 
and reasonable 
prices are also 
guaranteed in this 
luxury, country 
hotel not far from 
Oban.

ROXYS
• HOME BAKING
• MEALS SERVED 
ALL DAY

• FAIRTRADE 
TEAS & COFFEES

TEL: 01631 570307

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.00

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th 
At last Mercury will end its retrograde and with Mars 

change can also unfold in terms of how you earn a 

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 
After literally weeks of feeling pulled back by 

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 
A Virgo Quarter Moon encourages you to remain 

be feeling below par and will appreciate your caring 

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 
Friendships power up and your hopes for the future 

likely to be the busiest month of the whole year for 

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd 
A more rebellious side of your nature can see you 

A whole raft of astral energy highlights your 

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 

you may bring a contractor in to do these type of 

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 
Soon your communications are going to take on 

A YOUNG model from 
Taynuilt has the world at 
her feet as she prepares 

national beauty contest.
Emily Bramley will 

compete with 23 other 
girls at the Miss Earth 

this Sunday.
If selected she will go 

in London in August.
The 18 year old is also 

taking part in a charity 
modelling competition 
and needs the help of 
Oban Times readers.

The more votes Emily 
receives in the ‘ubergirls’ 
competition the more 
money will go towards 

a charity fund for breast 
cancer. You can vote for 
Emily by visiting the 
‘ubergirls’ website.

Emily, whose interests 
include going to the 
gym weekly, cooking, 
dancing and music is also 
a former student at Ballet 
West and is sponsored by 
Oban’s The Jean Shop.

She said: ‘I have always 
wanted to do modelling 
and have had a portfolio 
done and have had four 
jobs already.

‘I have made it through 
the public voting stage of 
the ubergirls competition 
and now need more votes 
to make it through each 
phase.’Emily Bramley pictured at Oban Bay. t22emily01

Model sets sights on Miss Earth title

TWICE IN the last 
four weeks I have had 
patients come to me 
complaining of problems 
with their vision which, 
on questioning, appear 
to have lasted for several 
weeks. In both cases the 
problem was a sudden 
deterioration in vision in 
one eye. 

gentleman, only had 
one good eye and it 
was that eye in which 
he noticed a problem. 
He complained of not 
seeing car number plates 
and of everything being 
distorted. Examination 
revealed he had wet 
macular degeneration 
(ARMD). This causes a 
sudden loss of vision in 
the affected eye and is a 

Eye to 
Eye
with John
Wallace
The ostrich
syndrome

major cause of blindness 
in the elderly. Thankfully, 
it is now possible to treat 
wet ARMD using special 
injections into the eye. 
These don’t cure the 
problem but can stop it 
getting worse. 

gentleman, had noticed 

sudden change in the 
colour of everything 
and ‘his vision was 
just not right’. He also 
complained of not 
feeling well for several 
weeks. He had recently 
had his blood pressure 
screened at work and had 
been advised to attend 
his GP as it appeared 
rather high. Needless to 
say, he took no notice 
of the advice given. On 
examination I found he 
had had a large bleed into 
his eye. He was seen by 
his GP as an emergency 
and immediately put on 
lifesaving medication 
to reduce his extremely 
high blood pressure.

In both these cases early 

THE OBAN TIMES

Dolly Parton tribute show on June 26. 
A tribute show to the undisputed queen of country 

Dolly Parton has been 40 years in the making. Ever 
since the Southern born star stepped onto the stage 
the world took notice of her assets, in singing.

The two-hour, show about Dolly’s life, features 
all her famous hits including 9 to 5, I Will Always 
Love You, Islands in the Stream, Jolene and Here 
You Come Again. The Corran Halls performance 
will transport the audience to the America of the 60, 
70s, 80s and 90s from trailer park trash to ball park 
smash.

Win tickets to see Dolly Parton tribute!

SCHOLARSHIP places from Highland Music Trust, 
which offer the full cost of the course, are still 
available at Ceòlas.The opportunity for young people 
aged between 16-25 developed out of previous 
scholarship scheme run by the Balnain Trust.   

Application forms are available online 

01878 700154. The closing date is June 1.    

Music places available

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

SMARTIE 
Nice 8 month old girl. 

Spayed and microchipped.

Please contact Pat on 01852 300362
aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com

http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 
Reg. charity SCO13211

Angels & Demons
CERT ‘12A’

The team behind the global 
phenomenon The Da 
Vinci Code returns for the 
highly anticipated Angels 
& Demons. Tom Hanks 
reprises his role as Robert 
Langdon, who once again 

roots are willing to stop 
at nothing, even murder, 
to advance their goals. 
Langdon discovers evidence 
of the resurgence of an 
ancient secret brotherhood 
known as the Illuminati - the 
most powerful underground 
organization in history 
- he also faces a deadly 
threat to the existence of 
the secret organization’s 
most despised enemy: the 
Catholic Church.

I love You Man
CERT ‘15’

A successful real estate 
agent (Paul Rudd), who 
upon getting engaged to 
the woman of his dreams  
discovers, to his dismay , that 
he has no male friend close 
enough to serve as his Best 
Man. He immediately sets 
out to rectify the situation, 
embarking on a series of 
bizarre and awkward “man-
dates,” before meeting  a 
charming, opinionated man 
with whom he instantly  
bonds. But, the closer  the 
two men get, the more his 

suffers, ultimately forcing 
him to choose between her 
and his new found “bro”. 

Hanna Montana 
The Movie
CERT ‘U’

The Disney Channel 
phenomenon  hits the big 
screen . Miley Stewart 
(MILEY CYRUS) struggles 

Cinema The Highland Theatre

From Friday 29th May for 7 days

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk for full listings and future presentations

Cert U 102min 
SAT & SUN 1.30

ANGELS & Cert 12A  138min 
DAILY 6.00, FRI- SUN & TUE 8.45 
SAT & SUN MATINEES 1.00

Cert 15 104min 
DAILY 3.45, 9.00

MONTANA

I LOVE 
YOU MAN

From Wednesday 3rd June
Cert 12A  114min 
WED & THURS 8.45SALVATION
ONE OFF SCREENING
Monday 8.00

Cert 12A 100min 
DAILY 4.00, 6.15

to juggle school, friends and 
her secret pop–star persona; 
when Hannah Montana‘s 
soaring popularity threatens 
to take over her life – she 
just might let it. So her 
father takes the teen home 
to Crowley Corners, 
Tennessee., for a dose 
of reality, kicking off an 

kind of fun, laughter and 
romance even Hannah 
Montana couldn‘t imagine.

Ghosts of 
Girlfriends Past

CERT ‘12A’
Matthew McConaughey 
plays a commitment-phobic 
photographer in this curious 
hybrid of A Christmas 
Carol and Broken Flowers. 
On the eve of his brother’s 
wedding, he gets drunk, 
mocks the idea of love and 
calls marriage “a corrupt and 
hateful institution”. Later his 
late uncle Wayne (Michael 
Douglas), a lifelong ladies’ 
man, appears to announce 
that he’s sending three ghosts 
to show Connor his heartless 
past life. Luckily, his 
childhood sweetheart, Jenny 
(Jennifer Garner), is matron 
of honour and a happy ending 
is under his nose.

Terminator:Salvation
CERT ‘12A’

It’s post–apocalyptic 2018, 
Christian Bale stars as John 
Connor, the man fated to 
lead the humanity against 
Skynet and its  Terminators. 
Connors  beliefs are  altered 
by the appearance of Marcus 
Wright, a stranger whose last 
memory is of being on death 
row. He must decide whether 
Marcus has been sent from 
the future, or rescued from the 
past. They   both travel to  the 
heart of Skynet‘s operations, 
where they uncover the 
terrible secret behind the 
possible annihilation of 
mankind.  Cities are levelled, 
robots are blasted into scrap 
and hot lead screams from 
giant guns. It all makes for a 

action movie. 

The Tannahill Weavers
Live

Craignish Village Hall, 
Adfern

Friday May 29th 
at 8pm

“Scotlands finest 
traditional band”

Licensed bar
Tickets - £7/£5 from 01852 500689

A free evening of song with the 
Taynuilt Gaelic Choir

8pm till late
Kilmichael Church

Kilmichael Glassary
Includes an after show buffet

Ring for tickets on 

Alzheimer Scotland 
– Oban and Lorne Branch
Coffee Morning

All the usual stalls 
Any donations 
gladly accepted

Glencruitten Road 
church Hall
Sat 30th May

10am – 12 noon

Oban
Shopmobility

Car Boot 
Sale

Sunday 31st May
Co-Op Car Park

10- 2pm

Anthony Nolan Trust

Annual
Charity Shop

Monday 1st June 
- Sat 6th June

Oban Youth Café
George St

Oban

Eilean Eisdeal proudly present

THE LAST CUCKOO 
with Sea View Theatre Productions

“A hilarious and profoundly moving 
story of one man’s life-long passion 

for birds and the outdoors”

Easdale Island Community Hall
Saturday 30th May 2009
Doors/bar open 7.30pm
 £9/£7; under 16s free
Late return ferry 11pm

Q: Who did Dolly duet with in ‘Islands in the Stream’?
Fill in the form below and return it to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

ANSWER .....................................................................................................................................................

Name ............................................................................................................................................................

Address ........................................................................................................................................................

 ........................................................................................................................  Shirt size ............................

Telephone  ............................................. Email ......................................................................................
Tick here if you do not wish to 

receive emails from Wyvex Media

Entries to be in by 12 noon Monday 15th June 2009 

intervention could have 

loss of sight. The elderly 
gentleman may well 
now have to move into 
a residential home as he 
needed to drive several 
miles to his nearest shop. 
The man with high blood 
pressure is lucky to be 
alive! If you suffer a 
sudden deterioration in 
vision seek immediate 
professional advice from 

your optometrist or GP.

 John Wallace BSc 
(Hons), FCOptom, 
DipCLP. Wallace 
Optometrists & 
Podiatrists. The 
West Highland 
Orthokeratology Clinic 
11/12 Argyll Square, 
Oban. Tel: 0845 230 
3937 (EYES) www.
wallaceoptometr is ts .
co.uk

The show is bringing a full cast of singers, dancers 
and musicians to Oban in tribute to the legend that is 
Dolly Parton.

The show, Dolly - A Celebration of the Leading 
Lady of County, features West End singer Jeanne 
Jordon who has worked with the Bee Gees and has 
even performed for Dolly, and singing partner Kenny 
Rogers, herself. Jeanne said: ‘I know it is going to be 
a fantastic production.’

To enter the competition simply answer the question 
on the entry form (no photocopies accepted) and send 
it to Dolly Competition, The Oban Times, Po Box 1, 
Oban PA34 4HB before Monday 15 June. What an 
exciting opportunity for Dolly fans everywhere.
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By Campbell Cameron
Pipes, drums and drams aplenty!

Busy as ever, The Red Hot Chilli Pipers not only got the 
Inveraray festival of ‘all things good things highland,  Spirit 

repertoire of great pipe and rock tunes. The band had three 
concerts to perform on the day, such is there popularity. 

evening. They just get better and better!

celebrating 25 years at the ‘Three chimneys’ in Skye – but 
she has lost none of her passion for the food she creates..

The ‘Drakes of Hazard’ shepherded by farmer Mark Wylie, 

Wild Isles!

have been the best yet.

Eddi in Oban
Eddi Reader had us all spellbound at the Corran halls 

support – the all-star band including Talbot returned to stage 
after the interval to join Reader in a virtuoso performance. 

Doonhame on!

Knockengorroch World Ceilidh in Dumfries. Doonhame 

Outsider Aff!

message to match its venue at the heart of the Cairngorms 
National park, the festival brought headline names to the 

a late stage cancellation. Maybe next year?

Eric Bogle – the last waltz

‘The Waltzing Matilda no more’ tour begins this month and 
ends in the autumn in his homeland Scotland. It’s a great 
big tour in anybody’s book running from Biggar to Arran 

and then across the sea to Ireland, the tour takes all of the 
summer and into September. The many fans of Eric Bogle 

World premiere in Oban

Oban at the Skipinnish Ceilidh house on Thursday last. 
Imaginatively titled ‘The Ivan Drever band’, the former 

musicians to support his gravel vocals. Guitarist Andy 
Murray is also ex-Wolfstone, and Obanites Finlay Wells and 
Iain Coates provide guitar and drumming excellence. The 

TESCO Oban staff got into the groove to raise money for the company’s charity this 
year, the Muscular Dystrophy Campaign. The staff took part in a 1970s pub crawl 

and, using collection buckets and a bit of persuasion, took in a total of £393.51. Tesco 
Oban is hoping to raise a total of £6,000 throughout the year. Those who took part 

are pictured before they began their pub crawl. t21tes01

the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS) are 

Edinburgh.
Polly Crooks, Sharon 

Debra Brennan and Elspeth 
Norris have been in training 

help from Stuart Ashley at 

company and have done 

island of Kerrera.
Cancer

Inverleith Park is organised 
by charity Walk the Walk 

for breast cancer projects in 
Scotland.

The SAMS team has 
already raised more than 

Social Fund and Express 
Windscreen Services, and is 
hoping for more sponsorship 
and donations.

Front left, Moonwalkers Polly Crooks, Sharon McNeill, Joyce Moore, Debra 
Brennan, Elspeth Norris and Face West Fitness instructor Stuart Ashley. t21moon01

A QUICK-stepping couple from 
Lerags brought their friends 

dance steps.
David and Valerie Marshall 

have been doing choreographed 

and during that time have made 

Scandinavia, USA, Canada, 
South Africa, Germany and 
Belgium to their practice hall.

Another couple, from 
Argentina, taught the couples the 
Argentine Tango.

just got hooked,’ said Valerie. 

have met through dancing.
‘We are all dance fanatics.’
David and Valerie also teach 

ballroom dancing to members of 

David and Valerie Marshall with their global gathering at Connel Village Hall. t21ball01

Passionate about ballroom dancing

Rescue boat ‘not
the answer’ to
Loch Awe deaths
‘Safety craft’ may be solution

THE OBAN Times
like to make it clear that the 

Topic of a campus French 

day and that St Columba’s 

every step of the programme 

organising for the event.

make it clear that at no 

lives – but nor is doing nothing,  
it has been stated.

Around 25 representatives 
from almost as many 
organisations and emergency 
services met on Tuesday at 
Oban Community Fire Station 

Oban and Lorn.

death on the loch in March of 

coastguard representatives 
outlined the restrictions they 

– not having the capabilities, 

– the Royal National Lifeboat 

provide a rescue boat for Loch 

Wave Crookes, the Scottish 
inspector for the RNLI, said, 
among other issues, there 

compared to the cost of providing 

appropriate communications 

issue and in a situation such as 

in order to make a difference.
‘It sounds negative, but I 

I believe that education and 
prevention is the key,’ he said.

Capabilities

Mountain Rescue Team, and 

Mountain Rescue Team, 
both said their teams had the 
capabilities and training to enter 

Highlands and Islands MSP 

could be called on to provide 
assistance to emergency 
services.

But Oban chief inspector 

Police could not ask people 

on its behalf.
When it became clear that a 

time and have to include the 

rescue services by the Scottish 
government, the meeting turned 
to the possibilities of a short-

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre 
and Mr McGrigor suggested 
something along the lines of 
Glencoe Mountain Rescue 
Team’s boat and Chief Inspector 

to look at it, although she could 

immediately.
‘If the immediate solution 

Mountain Rescue Team, then I 

looking closer at the possibility 
of a safety boat rather than 

voluntary sector can do in 

constraints.
• Bereaved family to pay 

£1,200 a day for loch search 
– see page 13.

By MARIAN MILLER

French day
report

Injured man
airlifted
from Iona
A WALKER on the island 

he fell and seriously injured 
his leg.

The pensioner, believed to 
be taking part in an organised 

Ross of Mull Coastguard 

the rough terrain of the 
Marble Quarry by stretcher 
to enable a helicopter to 
remove the seriously injured 

care.

AN ENFORCEMENT order to 
improve the state of repair at the 
Argyll Hotel, Oban, is a ‘complete 
travesty’ claims the site developer.

by Argyll and Bute Council to Alan 
and Callum MacLeod forcing the 
father and son to improve and repair 
premises on the Corran Esplanade. 

But Mr MacLeod claims the order 
is yet another stumbling block to 

hotel and roof-top restaurant project 
getting off the ground.

Callum MacLeod explains: ‘I 
couldn’t believe this order. I have 

million project off the ground after 
the council stopped our demolition 

of pounds in the meantime to do-up 
a building that is an eyesore to most 
people I talk to. It is completely 

The MacLeods have been given 

the rear of the property; and three 

The MacLeods are the second 
developers to struggle to resolve 

over the site. Thomas Rothschild 
sold it to the MacLeods in April 

to get permission to convert it to 
apartments.

served an amenity notice on the 

of rubble at the back of the hotel 

to increasing concern about the 
appearance of the Category C-listed 
building, particularly during the 

are making the effort to tidy up the 

‘There is no planning or listed 
building application for the Argyll 
Hotel.’

Enforcement order on Oban hotel
will be opposed says owner

By LOUISE LEE

Council’s political management 
structure to improve performance.

changed, created and deleted at 
a meeting of the full council last 

the Third Sector has been created 

st century 
has been deleted and the islands 
post has been expanded to include 
European affairs and given to 
Alister MacAlister (Dunoon).

Councillor Semple said: ‘Having 

personal time involved in voluntary 

organisations and social enterprise, 
I understand the pressures and 

faces.’
Oban South and the Isles councillor 

Roddie McCuish has been given 

including depute spokesman for 
transportation and infrastructure, 
vice-chairman of Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles Area Committee and vice-

protective services and licensing 

committees.
‘At the same time as addressing 

like to assure my constituents in 

continue to represent them to the 

the area committee to support all 

McCuish
Mid Argyll, Kintyre and Islay 

chairman, Councillor Rory Colville, 

has taken over from Councillor 

Helensburgh and Lomond’s area 
committee.

Councillor Donnie MacMillan 
paid tribute to Councillor Colville: 
‘He has been a very productive 

Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands 

Council undergoes political reshuffle

• Do you have a story?
Call The Oban Times

reporters on
01631-568000

THE INVERAWE-SOME girls have 
continued their fundraising challenge 

WalktheWalk, a charitable trust 

cancer charities.

hard on this event. From sourcing 
the ingredients for their set three-
course menu to managing the overall 
activities on the night. Everyone had 
a great time.’

Saturday in Taynuilt. Prizes, including 

also be auctioned off.

The Inverawe-some girls at the Kilchrenan Inn

PUPILS from Portree are having a renaissance 

several art and photography competitions.
The pupils, from Portree Primary School, 

have had several successes this year including 

Highland Council’s energy and sustainability 
photography competition.

National Galleries of Scotland art competition Emma Macleod, Steven MacDiarmid and Eliza-
beth Mills, front, Mark MacQueen and Gilleas-

buig MacVicar.

Portree pupils’ art
FÈISEAN nan Gàidheal 
has announced the 
tutor team for Sgoil 
Shamraidh Dràma 

Tiree-born actor 
Artair Donald, a 
student in the Gaelic 
drama summer schools 

the team.
Actress and author 

Catriona Lexy 

Campbell, Tim Lacata 
of the Edinburgh-based 
Plutoe la Vie Theatre 
Company, Ruaraidh 
Nicolson of the Eden 
Court ‘Out of Eden’ 

Martin and Ali Ross 

key technical and stage 
skills.

and singer Wilma 

The school is 

available places is by 

No previous drama 
or acting experience is 
necessary. 

Gaelic tuition takes Tiree direction
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Bad driving
on Mull
Sir,
As a long time holiday 
maker on Mull - more than 
15 years - I was appalled by 
the driving and aggression 
I was greeted with this past 
week on the island.

The speed with which locals 
- not the tourists, who could 
be excused - take the blind
bends is disgusting.

On one early morning drive, 
I was confronted by a wagon 
whose driver lost control of
the vehicle, skidding along 
the road as the brakes locked. 

with me when I shook my
head in disbelief as to how 
close we came to a crash.

Another day, a Shell tanker 
driver tried to force me off the 
road when I met him at a bend
and I couldn’t get round his 
vehicle. My request for him 
to stay stationery while I
reversed to swing round 
him was met with the same 
attitude.

He shouted abuse at 
me when he stopped
beside me, then mocked 
getting out of the cab for a 

pass.
The deplorable attitude of 

your resident drivers on Mull 
is shameful. Tourists struggle

driving and condition 
of the roads in places 
without being insulted by 
people whose livelihood 
depends upon the seasonal

beautiful island.
I will no longer be 

returning to this island 
and am sure if islanders
continue to insult the 
tourists when they come 
over, they will have less
returning visitors each year.

New uniform 
welcomed
Sir,
I write in response to Mrs 
MacDonald’s letter regarding 
school uniform at Oban High 
School.

As a parent of two high 
school pupils, I was well 
aware of the consultation 
process that went on 
regarding uniform and I 
fail to see how anyone was 
unaware. I completed my 
questionnaire at a parent’s 
night. They were also 
available to complete on the 
evening the Parent Council 
ran to introduce Mr Bain 
as well as several texts, 
inclusion in the newsletter 
at Christmas time and on the 
school website. If this is not 
plenty opportunity to consult 
with the parent body I don’t 
know what is and I think to 

spend precious resources 
mailing out to all parents 
would have been wasteful 
and unnecessary. 

I welcome not having to 
buy embroidered sweatshirts 
at £16 a shot, that fade 
quicky and look shabby even 
when new. I think having 
V-necked jumpers that do 
not require the embroidered 
badge means you can spend 
what your budget allows. 
The only Oban High School 
item you require is a tie. I 
welcome the review of the 
school uniform and look 
forward to pupils wearing the 
new uniform come August.

No mandate
for change
Sir,
I would like to give 
public solidarity to Mary 
MacDonald about the 
decision to change the Oban 
High School uniform again, 
the last change being in 
2007.

This is not a rash decision 
and I have gone through a 
list of people to try and get 

from Argyll and Bute Council 
in reference to this change 
of uniform in the economic 
climate of high umployment, 

of government.
The poll on this change of 

uniform involved mobile 
phone text, which was tried 
unsuccessfully. It then moved 
onto  the web with it being 
promoted in newsletters. 
There were problems so 
the deadline was extended, 
twice I think.

My understanding from the 
head teacher is pupils do not 
need to wear school uniform, 
unless they are representing 
the school, and a uniform 
would be made available.

To sum up my opinion, 
there was no clear mandate 
for change, a lack of 
information and very poor 
communication.

Oban Forward 
Group
Sir, 
I refer to ongoing newspaper 
reports regarding the Oban 
Forward Group and the 
proposed monument of the 
‘Angel of the North’ on 
Pulpit Hill. 

For the avoidance of doubt, 

Group that was formed 
after a public meeting in 
March wishes to state that 
it has never had anything 
to do with this proposed 
monument, and wishes to 
distance itself from this and 
everything associated with 
this proposed project, either 

now or in the future. The 
committee further wishes to 
state that it feels its efforts 
can be better directed into 
small projects that are ‘do-
able’ and within its very 
limited budget. 

Oban Forward Group is 
committed to developing 
and improving Oban and the 
surrounding district for the 

Lack of 
courtesy over 
flower baskets
Sir,
I work in a shop in Oban and 
when I arrived to open up the 
shop recently I saw that two 
hanging baskets had been 
hung up outside the shop. 

A man from ‘Oban 
Forward’ came to speak to 
me later that day and told 
me the group had ‘taken the 
liberty’ to put the baskets up, 
without asking permission 

He asked me to keep them 
watered or take them down 
and return them if they 
weren’t wanted. When I 
asked ‘how?’ he told me to 
‘just stand on a chair’! 

Whilst I praise the good 
intentions of Oban Forward, 
it would have been courteous 
to ask permission before 
putting the baskets up. I think 
it was highly irresponsible 
to tell me to ‘just stand on a 
chair’ and I question whether 
a risk assessment had been 
done on the matter. I, for 
one, am not happy about 
working at heights as part of 
their expections. 

I wonder what will happen 
to the baskets in windy 
weather and how this would 
affect a shop’s insurance and 
public safety? Shop signs, 
chimneys and masonry have 
been blown down in Oban in 
windy weather.

Explanation
please
Sir,
I think the attack on Alan 
Reid’s use of boarding 
houses and hotels when he 
travels throughout Argyll 
and Bute is unfair and shows 
how little the metropolitan 
press understand about this 
huge constituency.

It is not possible to get 
home a lot of the time from 
various places in Argyll and 
Bute. What does puzzle me, 
however, is Mr Reid’s use of 
the second home allowances. 
The rules allow ‘honourable’ 

to buy a second home. This is 
to allow those who represent 

and live in constituencies a 
distance from Westminster 
a house that allows them to 
attend parliament easily.

It is obvious this allowance 
is being seriously abused 
by many MPs and in 
particular by the practice of 

have continuously changed 
the nomination of which is 

attracting large sums of 
public money every time 
they do so.

Mr Reid who has a home 

to my knowledge but I don’t 
see how having a taxpayer 
supported second home 
in nearby Cardross can be 

Can we have an explanation 
please and a commitment 
from Mr Reid that, should 
he depart Parliament, any 

of a second home is returned 
to the taxpayers who funded 
it?

Facts please
Sir,
With reference to Allan 
Campbell’s column, Beachd 
Ailein, April 23, Scottish 
waters are extensive; they 
cover an area greater than 
that of its land. 

There should be room 
for both man’s sustained 
use of the sea’s resources 
and for a healthy marine 
environment. But in order 
to do this we must use real 
spatial planning using a fair 
system, one which addresses 
the problems and pressures 
upon our marine resources, 

production zones.
This year is potentially 

vitally important for both 
our future use of the seas 
and for what lives in them. 
This year sees the scrutiny of 
the Marine Bill. It is for this 
reason that the facts must 
be made known and only 
the facts. Comments such 
as: ‘What survives the net 
is taken by seals which now 
overpopulate the area’ are 
not accurate or helpful.

The current situation 
regarding seals in the UK 
and Scotland can be found on 
the Sea Mammal Research 
Unit’s website – research 
funded by the government.

To date, common seals are 
facing a catastrophic decline 
in excess of 50 per cent in 
places and between 25 and 
30 per cent in Strathclyde. 
Grey seals are fairing a little 
better – they are either stable 
or slightly increasing. 

There is no evidence to 
support the comment that 
seals over populate any UK 
waters.

Scottish
parliament
marks its
first decade
READERS will be surprised 
that I’m giving the seemingly 
never-ending expose of MPs’ 

and fragile defences of the 
way they have handled their 
expenses over the past seven 
years a place on the back 
burner.  

This week, I congratulate 
the MSPs of the Scottish 

way in which they have got 
that body re-established after 
its temporary three centuries 
suspension as Dr Winnie 
Ewing mentioned when she 

sitting.
Of course, everything in the 

garden is not totally lovely 
but what new organisation, 
even in venerable garb, 
doesn’t have teething 
troubles.

However, its establishment 
has brought a new dimension 
to the Scottish political scene 
and probably ensured that 
the percentage voting has 
not dropped as dramatically 
as it has in the UK elections.  

For one thing, the 
constituencies are smaller.  
There is a chance that the 
electors can get to know 
their MSP, as there are 
many opportunities to meet 
him or her and there is a 
greater number of ladies at 
Holyrood proportionately 
than at Westminster.

With a very active 
committee system there is 
a greater chance that topics 
that really matter to electors 
are investigated, debated and 
adjudicated upon.

In addition, sessions of 
many committees are held 
outwith Edinburgh and taken 
to towns and cities where 
there is a particular interest 
in topics under discussion.

Oban, for instance, has 
had sessions of the Rural 
Affairs and the Transport 
committees.

Currently, it is housing the 
‘Moving Stories’ exhibition 
that marks the tenth 
anniversary of the foundation 
of the parliament. 

Alex Fergusson, the 

this last Friday evening.
This exhibition has visited 

Glasgow and is in Oban until 
June 17 in the Caledonian 
MacBrayne terminal on the 
Railway Pier where it was 
welcomed by the company’s 
new managing director 
Philip Preston.

Thereafter, it tours the 
country to another six 
locations, ending up at 
Newton Grange until 
November 22.

decade through the eyes of 
ten people whose lives have 
been affected in various 
ways by their connection to 
the Scottish Parliament and 

that.

The valuable 
petition
system
BUT THE way in which 
the majority of those who 
have been able to make 
‘their point’ is through the 
presentation of a petition.

Of course, all sorts and 

conditions of persons have 
taken their concern or 
complaint to this committee 
in the hope that it will accept 
that this should be sent to 
one of the committees to be 
fully investigated.

However, it should be 
remembered that even if the 
petition is not responded to 
immediately it will still be 
‘live’ in the minds of MSPs.

When Councillor Donald 
(Skye) McIntosh presented 
a petition with more than 
9,000 signatures on it, 
seeking to safeguard surgical 
and accident and emergency 
facilities at Oban’s Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, it fell at the 
Health Committee thanks to 
the Labour members of the 
committee voting against it.  

However, Nicola Sturgeon, 
now the Health Minister, 
remembered it and saw to 
it that the guarantees that 
‘Skye’ and The Oban Times
and McCaig fought for have 
been safeguarded by her.

I’ll admit I was sceptical 
that the Scottish Parliament 
would be effective but now 
I’m convinced that it will be 
even more so when it gets 
revenue raising powers in its 
second decade.

‘Cold
Water      
Corals’
AN EXCELLENT seminal 
work on ‘Cold Water Corals’ 
was launched last week in 
Oban’s largest bookshop.  

work by four distinguished 
scientists, one of whom, Dr 
J Murray Roberts, works 
at SAMS at Dunstaffnage, 
it is a comfortable read for 
those who know little about 
corals other than they are 
very colourful underwater 
creatures, despite their deep-
sea habitats.

As Dr Roberts and his 
colleagues Andrew J 
Wheeler from University 
College, Cork, Professor 
Andre Freiwald from 
Germany and Stephen Cairns 
of the Smithsonian Institute, 
Washington DC, USA, say 
in the introduction: ‘This 
broad-ranging treatment is 

understanding of all types of 
cold water coral, covering 
their ecology, biology, 
palaeontology and geology.’

Now that sounds a pretty 

which should require at least 
as many degrees as the four 
authors collectively possess 
but, as one reads through the 
book most of the text and 
many of the diagrams are 
understandable in general 
terms if not as completely 
as they will be to those who 
work in the marine biology 

In addition, there are 
astonishing colour prints 
that shed new light on what 
is to be found on the bottom 
of the sea.

‘Cold-Water Corals The 
Biology and Geology of 
Deep-Sea Coral Habitats’ by 
J Murray Roberts, Andrew 
Wheeler, Andre Freiwald and 
Stephen Cairns is published 
by Cambridge University 
Press.

Ceol’s Craic/
Leabhar’s
Craic
FRESH from its successful 
recent concert in Dunvegan 
Hall to celebrate 50 years 
since Kenna won her gold 
medal at the National Mod, 
Na Caimbeulaich will 
perform at the May meeting 
of Ceol’s Craic on Saturday 
May 30 at the Centre for 
the Contemporary Arts on 
Sauchiehall Street. 

interested in Gaelic singing I 
was intrigued by the number 
of Mod  entries from Greepe 
to the extent that I thought it 
must be a settlement of some 
size.

Imagine my surprise to 
learn that it was a small 
crofting township and the 
singing stars were all from 
the one family! 

This is your chance to hear 
them again as Kenna and 
Seumas line up with Mary 
Ann and Wilma and niece 
Maggie MacDonald. Their 
combined contribution to 
Gaelic music and, indeed, 
Gaelic is immeasurable 
and I am sure there will be 
a great demand for tickets. 
They will be supported by 
ceilidh band Haudyerlugs. 
For tickets telephone 0141 
352 4900. 

Ceol’s Craic will be 
preceded by Leabhar’s Craic 
which will feature Norman 
Campbell (Tormaid a’ 
bhocsair) and Catriona Lexy 
Campbell.

Piping
Homecoming
THE WORLD Pipe Band 
Championships have 
always been very much a 
homecoming with around 
250 bands and 8,000 pipers 
from all over the world 
competing

But this year the ‘Worlds’, 
due to take place in Glasgow 
on August 15, are taking 
Homecoming even further 
as bands give more people 
a taste of top class piping on 
their own doorstep. 

Recently, rugby league 
supporters in Edinburgh for 
a weekend, were piped from 

and the Scottish Power 
Pipe Band will play at the 
Homecoming Scottish Cup 
Final this coming weekend. 

On August 7 and 8, former 
world champions the 78th 
Fraser Highlanders will be 
appearing in Stornoway to 
headline Tattoo Hebrides and 
the programme of activity 

will continue to roll out over 
the summer at various high 

such as Cardiff, Manchester 
and Belfast. 

I shall provide more details 
as they become available 
but in the meantime please 
note that in the build up to 
the ‘Worlds’ the increasingly 
successful Piping Live 
festival will take place from 
Monday August 10. 

Skye bus run
THE ANNUAL bus run of the 
Glasgow Skye Association 
will take place on Friday 
June 5 to the Westlands 
Hotel, Dunblane. 

The bus will leave Partick 
Bus Station at 6.30pm 
and to book a place please 
contact the secretary Karen 
Campbell on 01786 832278.

Diary dates
:  Glasgow 

Uist and Barra Association 
Annual General Meeting, 
Lourdes Secondary School, 
7.30pm.

: Piping 
Times Trophy, College of 
Piping, 7.30pm. Douglas 
Campbell v John Patrick. 
Helensburgh and District 
Highlander’s Association 
Annual General Meeting/
ceilidh dance, Commodore 
Hotel.

:
Ceol’s Craic, Centre for 
the Contemporary Arts, 
Sauchiehall Street, 8pm. Na 
Caimbeulaich - see above. 
Royal Scottish National 
Orchestra Scottish Prom 
with Dougie MacLean and 
House of Edgar Shotts 
and Dykehead Pipe Band, 
7.30pm.

:
Glasgow Skye Association 
Annual General Meeting, 
Room 9, Partick Burgh 
Halls, 7.30pm. Eric Bogle, 
Fruitmarket.

: East Kilbride 
Local Mod, Mount Cameron 
Primary School. Glasgow 
Skye Association annual bus 
run - see above.

: East 
Kilbride Local Mod, Civic 
Centre, East Kilbride.

Pub scene
DEOCH ’n Dorus will be 
in the Islay Inn on Friday 
and then the Park Bar on 
Sunday. 

On Saturday Eriskay Lilt 
will be in the Islay Inn while 
in the Park Bar Gaberlunzie 
will play on Friday with the 
Burns Brothers on Saturday. 

Easdale must decide 
where it goes from here
IT IS indeed sad that a small 
island community has been 
thrown into such turmoil 
over plans for building a 
hostel.

While both sides of the 
argument can be understood 
there is no excuse for the 
alleged incidents of violence 
which are reported to have 
occured on Easdale as a 
result of this division.

In a small isolated 
community surely the 
feelings of all who live there 
have to be taken into account 
before any decision is made.
They, after all, are the ones 
who have to live with the 
consequences.

There is no doubt that 
small communities must try 

by using all means at their 
disposal, but this should not 
be done at the expense of 
‘demolishing’ any sense of 
community there is.

The strength of these small, 
island communities lies in 
their people.

Break the ties that bind 
these people together, the 
shared goals, the sense of 
belonging, and the shared 
achievements, only leads to 
division.

If this happens then the 
whole community suffers 
and a happy place to live and 
once welcoming place to 
visit becomes a place that is 
left behind and forgotten.

Easdale must decide which 
of these places it wants to 
become.
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MyVillage
Portree
What makes Portree 
special for you?
Portree is a place I really 
enjoy staying in. If Skye is 
the crown of the Hebrides, 
then Portree is the jewel in 
that crown. Portree people 
tend to have strong family 
connections here going 
back many generations.
My great grand aunts and 
grand uncles, for example, 
all had strong Portree ties.
Tell us something of 
Portree’s history as the 
capital of Skye.
Portree, like Skye in general 
is steeped in history – not all 
of it pleasant. Back in 1540 
James V sailed into what is 

warships to ‘persuade’ the 
island chiefs – then under 
the sway of the Lords of 
the Isles – to support him.
So impressed was he with 
the friendliness of the place 
that he changed the hamlet’s 
name from Kiltaraglen to 
Port Righ – the King’s port.

 In 1742 was the last 
hanging on Skye. It took place 
at The Lump, now the venue 
for the Highland games.
Then in 1746 Bonnie Prince 
Charlie, with his travelling 
companions Neil MacCehan 
and a boy named MacQueen, 
came to Portree en route to 
the Isle of Raasay, having 
landed at Monskstat at the 
north of Skye. He arrived at 
MacNab’s Inn – now known 
as the Royal Hotel, where 
the prince had a rendezvous 
with Flora MacDonald.
Twenty-seven years later in 
1773 James Bothwell and 
Samuel Johnson also dined 
at the Royal Hotel.

In 1776 James MacDonald 
of Sleat produced an 
impressive vision of a 
new township at Portree 
to stimulate local industry 
and to generate trade. This 
never came to pass, but 

school. It was only in the 
19th century that Portree 
really became established 
and began to prosper.
The oldest building in 
Portree is Meal House 
built in 1810 as the local 

the local Feis company!
Our pier was designed 
by Thomas Telford – it 
very similar to the one at 
Tobermory. Our streets all 
have names linked to the 
Lords of the Isles – Somerled 
Square, for example.
Portree always was a 
popular port, with David 
MacBrayne’s steamships 
the Fusilier, Loch Arkaig 
and Loch Nevis going 
back and forth to Kyle 
of Lochalsh and Mallaig.
Has Portree changed much 
over the years?
Growing up in Portree in 
the ‘bob-a-job’ days in the 
cubs, you knew everyone 
in the village. Nowadays, 
I don’t even know some of 
the street names because 
Portree has grown so much.
Portree High School used 
to accommodate pupils 
from Scalpay, Harris, Uist 
and the Small Isles, too. 
Pupils in those days had 
the opportunity to go to the 
Nicolson Institute, Millburn 
Academy in Inverness, or to 

BUILDER Peter MacDonald has been an integral 
part of community and business life in Portree, his 

lifetime home, for decades. He is well known as boss 

Bros and Co, formed in 1950 by his late father John 
Peter and uncle Donald John MacDonald, but his 

commitment to Portree extends far beyond the 
commercial. Much of Peter’s spare time is taken 
up on or near the sea, his roles as secretary of the 
Portree Moorings Association and deputy launch 

authority for Portree Lifeboat meaning he is never far 
away from the harbour. An accomplished piper and 
drummer, Peter is drum major in Isle of Skye Pipe 

Band and his daughters, Alison and Emma, are also 
in the band. Here, Peter gives Oban Times reporter 

Stephen Norris an insight into what Portree means to 
him, its history, its people and its controversies.

Portree. I had people in my 
class from Soay, Rum and 
Eigg and in those days the 
names were real Highland 
names like MacDonald or 
MacLeod, but nowadays 
local names are in the 
minority. Many pupils now 
have worldwide origins.
Local shops have seen 
dramatic changes. Now they 
are geared towards the tourist 
trade and we’ve lost many 
essential shops like butchers 
and hardware stores, which 
depended much more on 
local trade. We once had 
three or four butcher shops 
– now we just have one, in 
Wentworth Street.

Portree is continually 
growing, with a large number 
of houses being built for the 
low-cost housing sector. 

houses at Home Farm as part 
of a scheme to build 250 over 

large increase in that type 
and style of housing, not so 
much in the private sector.

Portree is the administrative 
and commercial centre 
of Skye and Lochalsh, 
and that in itself creates 
changes in the area.
It would appear more changes 

are afoot, what with possibly 
a new Gaelic primary school 
and the threat hanging 
over Portree Hospital. 
What challenges lie ahead 
for Portree?

The closure of the hospital, 
I feel, would be very unwise. 
Beds are full up all the time, 
so why are considering 
shutting it? I think Portree 
Hospital has a big role to 
play in the community.

I think the community 
as a whole is upset at the 
thought of Portree Hospital 
closing as it doesn’t just 
cover Portree but the 
whole of the north of Skye.

accident or who have had 
a heart attack, for example, 
can be stabilised and treated 

or Fort William inside 40 
minutes. If patients had to go 
to Broadford Hospital, that 
time would be a lot longer.
On the schools issue, Portree 
Primary School is bilingual 
and has a very successful 
Gaelic medium department. 
My wife Marie is a Gaelic 
medium classroom assistant 
there and my daughter 
Emma was educated 

through that department.
The primary school is 
serving the needs of 
both Gaelic and English 
requirements for education 
and all the signs are bilingual.
At the moment you have the 
interaction between English-
speaking and Gaelic-
speaking children – in the 
playground they are meeting 
with each other, they are 
friends.

If you are going to build 
another school, the roll at 
Portree Primary will drop 

medium education children 
would be educated in a 
separate campus. 

You would be splitting up 
a very successful school that 
is serving the educational 
needs of Portree and district, 
where the teaching staff are 
doing a tremendous job.
One can see where the 
parents of Gaelic children 
may have a preference for a 
self-contained Gaelic school 
being built, but present 
arrangements, I feel, are 
working very well. It’s a real 
hot potato in the village.

Once you pull the veneer of 
prosperity back from Portree, 
you still have the same social 
and economic problems 
you have in other places.
Portree’s population is now in 
excess of 3,000 but Highland 
Council says school rolls are 
dropping – a common factor 
throughout the Highlands. 

Maybe it’s because couples 
can’t afford to have children 
because of the cost of living. 
When I was a boy it wasn’t 
uncommon for families to

What’s your favourite 
places in Portree?
The natural amphitheatre 
above the harbour, known 
as The Lump, where the 
Highland games are held 
each year, is certainly one. 
Dr Ban, a factor for the 
MacDonald estate wanted to 
model Portree on Oban and 
built a folly, a tower there. 
He saw The Lump area as a 
very attractive garden area 
for exotic plants. The Skye 
Gathering Hall was built 
of stone from The Lump. 
The Scorrybreac headland 
on the north side of the 
harbour is also a favourite 
place for tourists and locals 
who want to enjoy a leisurely 
walk around the bay.
Your favourite time of the 
year, Peter?
May always seems to offer 

fair weather, particularly 
before the midgies start – and 
in early summer Portree fairly 
buzzes with tourists, which 
helps the local economy.
No doubt people will have 
had its share of famous 
people and characters?
Look through the pupils’ 
list of Portree High past 
and present and you would 
probably recognise many 
famous names that have 
passed through the corridors 
of education there, and 
gone on to become great 
ambassadors in commerce, 
industry and the arts. 

There’s probably too many 
to mention, but your readers 
will no doubt be familiar 
with Runrig’s Donnie 
Munro and Malcolm Jones, 
who were both brought up in 
Portree and went to Portree 
High School, as did their 

fellow band members Calum 
and Rory MacDonald.
Arthur Cormack became 
one of the youngest ever 
gold medallists in the 
National Mod, and Derek 
Cooper, the famous writer 
and broadcaster had strong 
family connections here. 
For a short time he was 
educated in Portree High.
It was actually through an 
advert in The Oban Times
on September 23, 1971 for 
a property for sale known 

Mr Cooper bought it as 
the family home. My own 
company was involved in its 
renovation.

He was a great ambassador 
for Portree and Skye, writing 
many interesting books. He 
was a frequent customer 
in many local hotels 
and restaurants and was 

known as the half-English 
Highlander! The late MP 
Russell Johnston was also 
educated in Portree High.
What makes Portree 
special for visitors?
Portree is a very picturesque 
small town, situated around 
the harbour where you have 
a variety of craft bobbing 
about at the moorings. 

The main square is a nice 
place to relax and listen to the 
skirl of the pipes! You have 
the Aros Heritage Centre, 
boat trips and many quality 
eating houses and good 
hotels, so all in all Portree 
is a charming, cosmopolitan 
west coast town.
In the 1800s people came 
by steamer to visit Portree 
from Oban and Mallaig 
– it’s always been a 
favourite tourist destination.

Peter MacDonald – a Portree man through and through.f22peter09

Portree Harbour. The port has always been popular, and the pier was designed by Thomas Telford. f22peter03

Lochalsh and Skye Housing Association’s new Home Park development.f22peter08

Portree Harbour. f22peter02

Left: the new 
Portree

 High School. 
Portree High 

has seen many
 famous names

 pass through its
 corridors. f22peter06

‘Local shops have seen 
dramatic changes. We have 
lost many of the essential 
ones like butchers and
hardware stores.’

Vanilla Skye
Vanilla Skye is one of the few Scottish 

companies who specialise in making and 
supplying truly handmade chocolates. 

We are the only chocolate makers on the 

quality of life on the island.
Tel 01478 611295

e-mail info@vanillaskye.co.uk
1 Wentworth St, Portree, Isle of Skye. 

IV51 9EJ

MacDonald Bros. & Co.
Building Contractors & Building Supplies

Thinking of a move to Skye?
MacDonald Brothers will 
build you a new dream 
home.
We have a selection of sites available.

Contact Peter for information on 
site locations, prices and house 
styles. We will arrange everything 
from obtaining planning consent to 
handing over the keys to your new 
NHBC guaranteed house.

All types of building works undertaken.

Building houses for generations

MacDonald Bros. & Co.
Dunvegan Road, Portree, 
Isle of Skye, IV51 9HD 

Tel: 01478 612661 
Fax: 01478 612917

peter@macbros.net
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Those Were The Days

OBAN Post Office is examining its 
working practices after mail bound for 
Colonsay which should have been put on 
Friday evening’s ferry was inadvertently 
left behind.

This delay put back delivery of post 
to the island until Tuesday.

Local hotelier Mr Kevin Byrne 
is angry about the error, claiming 
the disruption to the postal service 
causes catastrophic loss of business 
to the hotel, one of the island’s main 
employers.

When the boat reached Colonsay at 
the end of the last week, only local, 
second-class mail was on board.

Oban on Friday night and on Saturday 
got no reply.

NEXT week sees the commemoration of 
the anniversary of D Day with thousands 
of veterans of the invasion, and thou-
sands of relatives visiting Normandy 
for the celebrations.

And among them will be two 
Tarbert women, daughters of a Tarbert 

invasion and who have been invited 
to attend the events marking the 40th 
anniversary of the greatest invasion in 
military history.

Mrs Mary Kane and Mrs Jean Murphy 
will travel to Normandy on Sunday, 
staying for a week as guests of a French 
family, Thousands of French homes 
have been thrown open to veterans and 
their families for the week.

PLANS for the development of the 
derelict 17th century lead mine at Lurga 
in Gleann Dubh, Morven were recently 
submitted to the planning department.

Minworth Limited of Bakewell, 
Derbyshire parent company of the 
locally operating Strontian Minerals 
plan to extract 25,000 tonnes per annum 
of barites and associated minerals from 
the old mine. Ore from Lurga will be 
transported to the company’s plant 
above Bellsgrove, Strontian by trucks 
returning from delivery of material 
from the Strontian plant to Corpach.

FORT William and District Chamber of 

Commerce are set to oppose a planning 
application by Link Housing Associa-
tion Ltd to build 28 houses at the west 
end of Fort William High Street.

At a committee meeting last week 
the Chamber agreed to raise formal 
objections to Link’s application for 
planning permission on the grounds 
that the proposed buildings do not 
conform with the established Chamber 
of Commerce policy.

STRATHCLYDE Regional Council 
and the four health boards in the region 
have agreed that they will not engage 
in joint planning schemes for care in 

from England and Wales.
A letter has been sent to the Scottish 

Home and Health Department 
expressing the disappointment of 
the boards and pressing for a revised 

year. 

and the boards have taken joint action 
at this time.

The SCOTTISH Crofting 
Foundation (SCF) has greeted 
the Draft Crofting reform 
Bill consultation paper with 
enthusiasm tempered with 
caution and is encouraging 
its members to have their 
say during a series of local 
meeting to be held over the 
next month. 

SCF chairman Neil 
MacLeod said: ‘We are all 
aware that there needs to 
be an overhaul of crofting 
legislation, regulation and, 
critically, the support for 

crofting.
‘We are looking at this 

consultation with optimism 

thorough document which 
attempts to address issues that 
came out of the Committee 
of Inquiry on Crofting. 

‘There are positive aspects 
such as the welcome move 
towards a more democratic 
governing body, but there 
are areas over which we 
will be examining possible 
consequences and which 
may need recommendation 

be widely consulting our 
membership on their views 
to inform our position.’

The consultation lays 
out a draft crofting reform 
bill that will address the 
governance of crofting, the 
formation and maintenance 
of an accurate register of 
crofts, the possibility of 
standard security on tenanted 
crofts to raise loans without 
de-crofting, an occupancy 
requirement for houses on 
de-crofted land and effective 

regulation concerning 
absenteeism and neglect.

A 12 week consultation 
will close on August 12. 

In addition to a written 
consultation, the Government 
has arranged a series of 
public meetings where there 
will be an opportunity to 
hear a presentation on the 
draft Bill and the opportunity 
to ask questions and make 
comments on the proposed 
Bill.

The public meetings will 
take place at the following 

venues, on the following 
dates. All the meetings will 
start at 7.30pm except for 
Poolewe which starts at 
8pm.
8 June – Inverness (Craigmo-
nie Hotel)
9 June – Lairg (Lairg Com-
munity Association Hall)
10 June – Durness (Durness 
Village Hall)
11 June – Poolewe (Poolewe 
Village Hall – 8pm start)
15 June – Grantown-on-Spey 
(Ben Mhor Hotel) 
16 June – Broadford, Skye 

(Broadford Village Hall)
17 June – Fort William  
18 June – Connel, Oban (Falls 
of Lora Hotel)
22 June –  Tiree Rural Cen-
tre
24 June – Brodick, Arran 
(Brodick Community Hall)
25 June – Bowmore, Islay 
(Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle)
29 June – Stornoway, Lewis 
(Cabarfeidh Hotel)
30 June – Tarbert, Harris 
(Harris Hotel)
1 July – Lioncleit, Benbecula 
(Dark Island Hotel) 

Crofters’ organisation gives draft reform Bill cautious 
welcome ahead of a series of consultation meetings

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 47 pedigree 
and commercial Luing cat-
tle at their inaugural spring 
breeding sale at Dingwall last 
Wednesday when a crowded 
ringside of buyers resulted in 
an extremely dear trade, with 
many potential purchasers 
unable to buy stock.

Pedigree bulling heifers 
averaged £1541.59 and sold 
to 2050gns (£2152.50) for a 
pair of 26 month old heifers 
from Cadzow Brothers 
Ltd., Isle of Luing, to Mr P 
L Crerar, Newmains Farm, 
East Lothian.

Cadzow Brothers also sold 
bulling heifers at 1,950gns, 
1,850gns, 1,650gns and 
1,600gns to Messrs C J & J M 
Symons, Attonburn, Kelso; 
with Crerar, Newmains 
taking home one from the 
same home at 1,650gns, 
then having successful bids 
of 1,950gns and 1,750gns 
for heifers from J J & R 
Cameron, Monzie, Blair 
Atholl and 1,650 for another 
from Welbeck Scottish 
Farms Ltd.

Commercial bulling heifers 
averaged £1045.50 and sold 
to 1150gns (£1207.50) for a 
pair of Simmental x Luings 
from Mr A C McCall, 
Culmailly Farm, Golspie, 
to Messrs Watson, Mains of 
Draidland, Banff-shire.

In calf cows sold to 980gns 
from Culmailly Farm, to Mr 
P M Alexander, Blackhillock 
Farm, Glenbuchat.

Cows with bull calf at foot 
sold to 1,000gns from Mr 
G MacRae, 120 Newton of 
Ferintosh, Mulbuie, Conon 
Bridge, to Messrs Arisaig 
Farms, Arisaig. 

Bulls averaged £1,995 
and sold to 2600gns for 
a 25 month old from 
Welbeck Scottish Farms 
Ltd., Berriedale, Caithness, 
to Mr G Towns, Easdale, 
Markethill, Turriff.

G N Stephenson, 4 
Kingsburgh, Snizort, Isle 
of Skye paid 2,000gns to 
Messrs C J & J M Symons, 
Attonburn, while Messrs T D 
Girvan & Sons, Tomchrasky, 
Glenmoriston bought at 
1,100gns from Welbeck 
Scottish Farms Ltd.

Luings in 
demand
at
Dingwall

THIS YEAR’S Royal Highland 
Show will stage its largest ever 
display of livestock with over 
5,000 head of cattle, sheep, 
goats, horses and poultry en-
tered.
As the industry begins to re-
cover from years of ongoing 
problems, show organisers are 

ting in nearly 1,000 cattle, 1,500 
sheep and nearly 2,000 horses.   

Show manager David 
Dunsmuir said: ‘We have had 
an overwhelming response from 
exhibitors and in some sections 
we have too many entries to 

available. We are now working 
on a solution. 

‘One thing is certain - the 

display of livestock will be 
stunningly impressive with the 
pride of British and Scottish 
genetics on show.’

In the beef section, Highland 
cattle lead the way with 130 
entries (91 last year) followed 
by the Limousin129 (124) 
with the Salers, marking its 
international convention at the 
show with an increased entry 
of 67 (21). 

In the sheep lines, the 
popularity of the Texel as a 

an entry of 237 (190). Beltex 
come next with 187 (132) and 
there are excellent entries of 
Blackface at 88 (72) and North 
Country Cheviots which total 
139 (107). 

Highland Show 
entries hit a 
record high

:
Aberdeen Angus X: £465 
Barnakill  Charolais X: £580 
(3)  Balliemeanoch  £490 (2)  
Ardentraive  £465  Tullochm-
hor  £420 (4)  Ardentraive 
Highland: £420 (3)  Pitcastle 
Estate
Limousin X: £655, £620 (2) 
and £575 (9)  Tiraghoil  £575  
Ardachuple  £565  Ellary 
Farms  £550  Ardachuple  
£530  Tiraghoil  £525  Gar-
raron and Melfort Farms  
£515 (2)  Morenish  £500 (6)  
Tiraghoil  £500  Duallin  £495  
Tiraghoil and Ellary Farms.
ShorthornX: £485 (2)  Bar-
nakill
Simmental X: £615  Tirag-
hoil  £540  Barguillean  £520 
and £485  Duallin  £485  
Barguillean  £480 (2)  Arda-
chuple  £470  Keilator (6) and 
Stroneskar (2).

Charolais X: £475 (2)  Bal-
liemeanoch  £450  Barguil-
lean.
Limousin X: £580 (5), £510 
(4) and £495 (7)  Tiraghoil  
£485  Duallin  £475  Bal-
liemeanoch (2) and Garraron 
and Melfort Farms (3)  £470 
and £455 (3)  Tiraghoil.
Simmental X: £580, £575 and 
£540 (2)  Duallin  £495  Ti-
raghoil  £490  Keilator  £485 
(6) and £475  Duallin.

AN EXCELLENT offering of 311 

at United Auctions annual May Sale 
of all classes of cattle and sheep at 
Dalmally recently. 

Yearling Limousin bullocks 
from Tiraghoil, Mull sold to £655 
per head whilst Charolais cross 
bullock calves from Tullochmhor 
sold to 194p per kilo. 

Top call for heifers also came 
from the consignment of 50 
head from Tiraghoil at £580 for 
Limousin crosses and the same 
price was realized for Simmental 
crosses from Duallin. 

High Blantyre led the heifer 
price per kilo at 176p for Limousin 
crosses.

Market reports

Aberdeen Angus X: 152p (3) 
and 144p (2)  Barnakill.
Charolais X: 194p, 190p and 
181p  Tullochmhor  171p (4)  
Ardentraive
Limousin X: 180p  High 
Balantyre  165p, 164p and 
163p (10)  Tiraghoil  160p  
Brenchoille.
Simmental X: 154p  Tiraghoil  
153p (2)  Dunans.

Belgian BlueX: 152p  Gar-
raron and Melfort Farms
Limousin X: 176p  High Bal-
lantyre  152p  Garraron and 
Melfort Farms and Tiraghoil 
(3)  151p (12)  Tiraghoil  148p  
Balliemeanoch (2) and Tirag-
hoil  145p  Tiraghoil  143p  
Craig Farm and Balliemean-
och : 142p (4)  Tiraghoil. 

Aberdeen AngusX: £690 
– Craigens  £645(2), £615 & 
£510(2) – Dunlossit Estate.
CharolaisX: £710 (2), £690, 
£600(4) – Craigfad.
LimousinX: £750, £725, 
£680 & £675(2) – Lossit  
£670 – Gartmain  £660 – Is-
land & Lossit (2)  £650(14) 
– Duich  £620 – Craigfad  
£575 – Duich  £570 – Lyrabus 
Moor Croft  £565 – 9 Manse-

Cresc (2) and Gartmain (4).

LuingX: £575 (11)   Duich  
£540, £515(9) & £500(4) 
– Oransay.
SalerX: £655(3) – Duich.
S i m m e n t a l X :  £ 6 5 0  – 
Craigfad.

Aberdeen AngusX: £595 
– Octomore   £550(2) & £520 
– Craigens.
British BlueX: £680, £520 & 
£515 – Kilmeny
Shor thornX:  £720 and 
£700(2) – Carrabus
LimousinX: £720 – Car-
rabus  £675 – Lossit  £670 
– Frederick Cresc  £660 
– Lossit  £660(7) – Duich  
£600 – Frederick Cresc  £595 
– Gartmain  £560 – Kilmeny  
£530 (2) – Octomore  £525 
(6) – Gartmain.
SalerX: £605(2) – Duich. 
Heifers with calves at foot
£1750, £1580, £1550, £1520, 
£1500 and £1400 – Eor-
rabus
In-calf heifers
£1250 and £1000(2) – Es-
kinish

Aberdeen AngusX: 202p(2) 
and 195p – Dunlossit Estate  
186p (6) – Octomore
C h a r o l a i s X :  1 8 7 p  ( 2 )  
and186p (4) – Craigfad
LimousinX: 208p (2) and 

(3) – Duich  194p – Gartmain  
192p – Lossit  190p – Freder-
ick Cresc and Lossit (2)  190p 

(14) – Duich.
Luing:180p(4) – Oransay
SalerX: 185p (3) – Duich
S i m m e n t a l X :  1 8 8 p  – 
Craigfad

Aberdeen AngusX: 165p (8) 
– Octomore
British BlueX: 187p – Kil-
meny
LimousinX: 203p – 108 Fred-
erick Cresc  196p (7) – Duich  
194p – Frederick Cresc  191p 

185p – Carrabus.
SalerX: 183p (2) – Duich.

:
Up to 250kg - Catslackburn 
£490, 206.8p; 
251-300kgs -  Mid Shawton 
£610, 208.9p; 
301-350kgs -  Glenrath £700, 
215.7p;
351-400kgs - Westhouse 
£810, 207.7p; 
401-450kgs -  Glenrath £860, 
213.9p;
451-500kgs -  Cowans £910, 
184.2p;
501-550kgs -  Falkland £925, 
171p;
551-600kgs -  Cowans £935, 
169.4p;
601-650kgs - Auchenfin 
£980, 159.6p; 

:   
Up to 250kg - Nether Birk-
w o o d  £ 4 2 0 ,  D a m h e a d 
185.2p;
251-300kgs -  Balgray £600, 
200.7p;

Dalmally
sale meets 
firm trade

UNITED Auctions sold 608 store 
cattle and 5297 store hoggs and 
ewes with lambs at foot at Stirling 
last Wednesday.

Bullocks averaged 175.91p and 
sold to 215.7p per kg for a 306kg 
Belgian Blue cross from Mid 
Shawton. Heifers averaged 168.2p 
(-3.01p) to 202p per kg for a 307kg 
Charolais cross from Glenrath. 
Cast cows averaged 119.2p and 
sold to 153.3p for a Simmental 
cross from Ormsary . 

A new centre record of £96 per 
head was bid for Scotch mule ewe 
hoggs from Little Drumquharn.

301-350kgs -  Glenrath £650, 
202p;
351-400kgs -  Ardgate £760, 
191.9p;
401-450kgs -  Hoprig £780, 
179.1p;
451-500kgs Cowans £865, 
179.5p

: Reston & Berwick 
(BDA) £975; Forteviot 
Farms (BBX) £925, 135.2p; 
Moleigh (Lim) £915, 150p 
Busses; Ormsary (Sim) £835, 
153.3p; Moleigh (AA) £795, 
143,8p; Ormsary (ShtX) 
£785, 137.7p; Ardgate (HF) 
£775, 106p

: Whitsomelaws (SDev) 
£1395, 121.1p; Busses (Lim) 
£1025, 110.2p; Borland (AA) 
£945, 105.7p

Ewes and lambs
East Mains (HB ewes & 
twins) £160; Bowleys (Tex 
ewes & twins) £144; Clacha-
nach (Mule ewes & twins) 
£128; East Mains (Mule 
ewes & singles) £126; East 
Mains (HB ewes & singles) 
and Bovain (Chev ewes & 
twins) £120; Shields (BF 
gimmers & twins) £110; East 
Mains (Tex ewes & singles) 
£106; Shields (BF gimmers 
& singles) and Arnbathie (BF 
ewes & twins) £96; Arnbathie 
(Chev ewes & singles) £89; 
Littleport (BF ewes & twins 
Tex las) £81; Clachanach (BF 
ewes & Blueleic singles) £80; 
Littleport (BF ewes & single 
Tex las) £64.

The Oban Times GENERAL KNOWLEDGE DOUBLE CROSSWORD

Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

MOPPERSCOWER
OELUUEE
PRAYERMEETING
ECCMGA
DOETRIUMPHAL

OOTATE
AFFIRMSTOLID
SFALCI
SHELLFISHFRO
IRTPTR
SPINECHILLING
TNAIANA
SIGHTCRYOGEN

Across
7 "The ___ Incident" (1943 Fonda film) (5)
8 Food Aunt Valerie's first made with love 

(3-2-4) (3-2-4)
10 Focal point (6)
11 Constructing construction (8)
12 Stretched to take more in (4-4) (4-4)
13 Romantic interlude (4)
15 She (7)
17 First team (7)
20 Give the boot (4)
22 Embellish (8)
25 Misfortune of solid vessel (8)
26 Need (6)
27 Understanding harmony (9)
28 Appropriate (5)

Down
1 Carrier moves skilled about to die (9)
2 Without form (8)
3 Prohibited (7)
4 Building for religious meetings (8)
5 Exuberantly (6)
6 Absurd (5)
9 Cautious (4)
14 List of things to do (9)
16 Kid who can get in (8)
18 Polish man by headless increase (8)
19 Wood (7)
21 Drawers (6)
23 Scruff (4)
24 Slice (5)

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

for

FOR SALE
TAMWORTH 
WEANERS

£50.
Telephone: 

01687 470243
(Lochailort) after 8pm

to existing members 
only of Lochaber 

Rural Complex Ltd

reasonable
offers requested

To Dugald McPhail
6 Abrach Road

Inverlochy
Fort William
PH33 7LZ

01397 704121

FOR SALE 
Charolais

and Aberdeen 
Angus Bulls

James Smith Lorn
Telelphone 

07771 703796 / 01546 605235
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ONE of the most important 

time in almost 200 years.
Kilmartin House Museum will 

th century Torbhlaren 
th century shrine as part 

Ancient Bones.

th century 
near to the church in Kilmichael Glen. 

the museum by the National Museum 

when the exhibition opens.

state-of-the-art glass tank with climate 

air.
Little is known about the Torbhlaren 

prayer.
The bell also has a mystical past 

to realise it was of huge importance 

to the religious community from the 
th

in the remains of a woollen cloth in 

its shrine were taken to the National 

honour. Folklore suggests that these 

one away.’

The 9th century Tobhlaren Bell and 
its 12th century shrine. Photograph

copyright of the Trustees of the National 
Museum of Scotland.

Kilmartin House Museum curator Sharon 
Webb with the ancient bell and shrine which 

originates from Argyll. a22bell01

‘Magical’ artifacts return home after 200 years

THE family of an angler 

which two men lost their 

Tragedy

is still missing after the 

search.
money to pay for the search 

search.
Rescue

rescue craft in the Argyll 

The Oban Times

purchase of a rescue boat for 
the loch.

Bereaved family to pay 
£1,200 a day for loch search

The scene of the tragedy on Loch Awe in March this 
year. t22awe01

Barbreck Farm.

Ritchie both of whom are huge rugby 

for us to raise the awareness of what 

Fergus Younger of the Argyll 

were much nicer.’Scotland rugby sevens captain Scott Forrest with Virginia Sumsion of Loch Fyne Oysters.

with its promise to clean 
up its act in Campbeltown 
Loch.

to breaching its water use 

Loch other than in terms of 

months.

the sheriff.

as a result of the case.

site inspection at the sewage 
works for two hours this 

past six months.’

this forum for a little while 
longer’.

monitor loch
clean up

key role

Pictured are Rosemary Ward, left, acting chief executive 
of Bòrd na Gàidhlig, Professor Donald Meek and Flora 

MacPhail from Tiree.

THE work of one of 

the principal public agency 

Council.

to the support structures being 

continues to contribute to Gaelic to Gaelic scholarship was 

contribution to Gaelic at a 

Glasgow. 

by Tiree musician Angus 

for generations to come. 

Gaelic.’

Honour for
great Gaelic
scholar

party group on recreational 

his hope that the formation 
of the group will act as 

makers.

to happen now is that people 

either as part of the tourist 

will be able to communicate 

share their experiences in this 

of the recreational boating 

source of employment.’

FORMER staff members 

th

Entertainments Company.

bottles of Oban malt whisky 

celebrates
Community
councils

Ten artists
go on show
in Oban
OBAN art gallery 
Kranenburg Fine Art is 

• Do you have
 a story for
The Oban 
Times?
Call our 

reporters on 
01631-568000

each year.

Bute Community Health 

Members of the public 

home.

rise year on year – in the 

The reasons for this are 

repeat prescriptions for all 

Argyll public urged to cancel 
unwanted repeat prescriptions

A HOME care organiser 
from Oban is to represent 

Care Team has been chosen 
as one of three home care 

the Home Care Europe 

Vienna.

this opportunity to learn 
in these challenging times 
as well as share all the 

Bute with our European 

from the National Homecare 

other professionals from 

how the sector operates 

Oban home care organiser will

has gone out to consultation.

to all community councils 

how community councils 

suggestion changes to the 
current set-up.

geographical areas 

right to the heart of our local 

we plan in partnership for 
the future.

to explore how best to 
strengthen their role as well 

community representation.’
A number of key 

latest.
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West Coast
Property Guide

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
Sell your property online at our new website:

NEW PLOT 
NEW HOME

FINDING, buying and building on 
your own plot of land might seem 
a pipe dream – but with a bit of 
organisation, a lot of research and 
plenty of determination it can be 
a cheaper option than buying new 
from a developer.

BARACHANDER QUARRY, TAYNUILT
SUPPLIERS OF ALL TYPES OF CRUSHED ROCK AGGREGATES

• Dust
• 16mm chips
• 20mm and 30mm clean stone for filter material
• 4" crusher run for road construction
• Tar road planings
• Dyking stone or walling stone
• Path chips and decorative stone for rockeries
• Top soil 
• Concrete mix

Delivered to site or ex quarry

BUILDING PLOTS AND 
DEVELOPMENT LAND FOR SALE

Building plots at Taynuilt and Dalmally for sale as individual 
plots or as a development opportunity for building companies.

Also 2.5 acres of development land at Glencruitten, Oban.
Site clearance, excavation work and road construction can be 

carried out on behalf of clients.

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT :  
ANDY SUTHERLAND   -  07775 632585

BUSINESS 
PRIVATELY 
OWNED 
AND RUN 
SINCE 1970

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215

TOM A’ MHUILLIN, TOBERMORY, 
ISLE OF MULL 

Tom a’ Mhuillin is situated 
just off the main road on 
the top of Tobermory, Isle 
of Mull.  Within walking 
distance of the main street 
and shops -  
as well as making a superb 
family home  has also proven B. & B. potential   
Accommodation:- Lounge, Kitchen, diningroom, 
9 bedrooms (4 en suite) – Two shower rooms.   
Large parking area to front and grassed area to rear.

OFFERS OVER £275,000

ACHARACLE
DETACHED BUNGALOW WITH 

ATTRACTIVE OPEN VIEWS
two bedrooms, lounge, dining kitchen, bathroom,

integral garage ( potential for conversion to third 
bedroom),

well maintained secluded garden 
with shed/store room.

Offers in the region of £195,000 invited
www.netherwoodcottage.org.uk

Telephone 01967 431278 for appointment to view

Willowburn
Clachan Seil, By Oban PA34 4TJ

Oban 11 miles, Lochgilphead 32 miles, Glasgow Airport 105 miles 

A delightful detached house in an idyllic 
coastal situation located on the Isle of 
Seil (connected to the main land by the 
‘Bridge over the Atlantic’) and is currently 
run as an income producing small hotel 
business, but with potential as a family 
home, bed and breakfast or guest house.
Entrance vestibule, inner hallway, guest lounge with open fi re, guest bar, 
utility/laundry room, 3 general purpose stores, owners bedroom with en suite 
bathroom, 7 further bedrooms with en suite facilities, dining room (20 covers), 
stainless steel commercial kitchen, offi  ce/hotel reception, ladies & gents toilets, 
linen stores. Productive vegetable and soft fruit garden, polytunnel, 2 garden 
sheds, gravel surface driveway, car parking area, lawns with duck pond leading 
to foreshore. Mooring located directly in front of Willowburn. About 1.5 acres. 

Off ers over £475,000. 

Contact Strutt & Parker: 0141 225 3880.

Ganavan Sands 
Developments Ltd
Oban 01631 566479
www.ganavansands.com

Ganavan Sands 
Own a home on one of Britain’s award winning beaches

Recommended by the MCS Good Beach Guide – 
“Secluded with wonderful sea views 

     this is a peaceful beach destination.”

1/3 of the development sold/under offer
New bungalow designs on  plots 20 and 21 

Uninterrupted sea views from all remaining plots
Prices start from £385k     Show home open 12-4pm daily

FANANS, TAYNUILT
For Sale:  A spacious 
Detached Bungalow in a 
delightful secluded setting 
overlooking the River Awe 
with views of Ben Cruachan.  
Hall with Toilet, Lounge, 
Dining Room, Kitchen, 
Utility Room, 4 Bedrooms (1 with En-Suite Bathroom), 
Family Bath/Shower-room, integral Double Garage.  Oil 
Central Heating.  Garden ground extending to over 1 acre.  

Offers over £240,000.

FOR SALE
Development Opportunity
Former Rockfield Primary School, Stevenson Street, Oban

Offers over £475,000 are invited.
The former Rockfield Primary School is an impressive stone building located within the centre 
of Oban. The building extends to 23,450 sqft GEA or thereby and is situated within a site 
extending to 0.94 Acres or thereby.

Closing date for offers is 31st July 2009.

Further information: Estates, Blairvadach, Helensburgh, G84 8ND

Tel: 01436 658957 

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

www.blue-property.co.uk/taynuilt

Scotland's 1st 
Eco Development
Open Days - 29th, 30th, 31st May
12 noon to 4pm
Walk through tours of first 
partially completed house
Spacious open plan living

t:01738 788 199
m:07885267981

w: www.blue-property.co.uk
e: enquiries@blue-property.co.uk

FINDING A PLOT
There are a number of 

plot as well as using the 
tried and tested method 
of checking your local 
newspaper for adverts in 
the property section.
Making contact with 
developers and asking 
them if they are willing 
to part with any plots in-
dividually is a good start, 
especially in the current 
economic climate.
If you know the area in 
which you wish to buy 
a plot, contact the local 
land and estate agents 
or use specialist land 

Look out for plots that 
might have existing build-
ings that are unsightly or 
of poor quality that could 
be demolished or check 
out your own back gar-
den to assess the poten-

house.
Many local councils have 
land on their books that 
is up for sale and other 
potential sellers can be 
utility companies – some 
of which hold regular 
auctions for redundant 
plots.
If you know of more than 
one person who is look-
ing for a plot, why not 
club together and buy a 
bigger development plot 
between you or check 
out any self-build shared 
ownership schemes 
there may be being run 
by a local housing asso-
ciation.

BUYING A PLOT
One of the keys the 
whole way through 
the process is to do 
as much research as 
possible, whether it is 
about prices, planning 
policies, professional 

ing your dream.
Turn yourself into an 
expert in all areas as 
the more you know the 
less likely you are to slip 
up – speaking to oth-
ers who have self-built 

there is something that 
you have not thought of 
initially.
Before parting with any 

already has outline plan-
ning permission – which 
determines whether or 
not you can actually 
build on it although not 

the detail of the house 
you want to be able to 
build.
Land with outline con-
sent can have some 
restrictive conditions on 
anything from height and 
scale to the number of 
parking spaces neces-
sary.
Try to get the land ap-
praised before you shell 
out any cash so that you 
are aware of any pitfalls 
that could make build-
ing expensive – mine 
works, old tunnels, old 
foundations, pipes that 
may have to be moved, 
waste or hazardous 
material.
Although buying a plot 
with an old building on 
could mean spending 
more initially it lead to 
savings from using exist-
ing water and sewerage, 
drainage, access and 
services.

SELF-BUILD MORT-
GAGES

Although it can work out 
to be a cheaper way of 

ing this type of work can 
be a major problem but 
mortgage lenders are al-
ways ready to listen and 
offer advice.
Self-build mortgages can 

complications of manag-
ing such a project.
The main difference 
between a self-build 
mortgage and a house 
purchase mortgage is 
that money is released 
in stages as the build 
progresses.
An agreement is reached 
between the lender and 
the customer about 
when the payments are 
released and usually the 
value of the land itself is 
used as collateral.
You may be able to get 
between 25 per cent and 
80 per cent of the value 
of the building plot and 
between 65 per cent and 
95 per cent of the costs 
of the building.
There are two types of 
self-build mortgage, the 

payments on completion 
of each stage and the 
second is an advance 
payment scheme where 
funds are released be-
fore each stage of con-
struction – although 
there is a higher risk to 
the lender involved in the 

latter.
Many people will sell their 

nance a self-build but there 

low, of staying in your cur-
rent home if your lender 

meet two mortgage pay-
ments.
It is, of course, imperative 
that you work out the to-
tal cost – and then add a 
percentage for contingen-
cies – as well as taking 
into account insurance and 
warranty cover in case any-
thing goes wrong.

MacPhee & Partners

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB

www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

7 DALNABEICH, NORTH CONNEL 
Offers Over £140,000

Semi-Detached 
Dwellinghouse. 
In Rural Location. 
Lounge. Kitchen. 
3 Bedrooms. 
Bathroom. DG. 
Storage Heating. 
Garden and garage.

Stewart Consulting pro-
vide a full professional 
service for the small de-
veloper and self builder 
from site appraisal and in-
vestigation through plan-
ning negotiations, detailed 
architectural, thermal and 
structural design to con-
tract administration, peri-

alterations, extensions 
and change of use.



Thursday 28 May, 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 15PROPERTY/PUBLIC NOTICES

SCOTTISH HYDRO ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LIMITED
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 (as amended)

THE ELECTRICITY
(APPLICATIONS FOR CONSENT)

REGULATIONS 1990
AND THE ELECTRICITY WORKS

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
ASSESSMENT (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2000
In pursuance of the above Regulations, notice is hereby given that :

Scottish Hydro- Electric Transmission Limited (SHETL) , Inveralmond House, 200 
Dunkeld Road, Perth PH1 3AQ has submitted to the Scottish Ministers for consent 

under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 (as amended) to install and keep installed 
above ground a wood pole 132kv overhead transmission line at Fernoch, Kilchrenan, 

Argyll over a distance of approximately 5200 metres.
This proposal is required to facilitate the exporting of electricity from the Carraig Gheal 

Wind Farm, Kilchrenan, Argyll .A copy of the plans showing the location and route of the 
proposed powerline has been deposited at the following location and will be available 
for inspection from 1st June 2009 until 29th June 2009 without payment of fee during 

the normal business hours of these premises.

Any objections or representations to the application made by SHETL should be made 
in writing to Mr Magnus Hughson, E D Representation, The Scottish Executive, Energy 

(Econsents@scotland.gsi.gov.uk) identifying the relevant application and specifying 
the grounds for objection or representation no later than 29th June 2009. The Scottish 

Executive will acknowledge all objections and representations . The objections and 
representations to the Scottish Executive will be copied in full to the Planning Authority. 

All objections and representations received will be published in full on the Scottish 
Executive website at the end of the consultation period unless the individual 

requests otherwise.

Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission Limited
Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road

PERTH, PH1 3AQ

An Comunn 
Gaidhealach

Meur Chruachain
(Cruachan Branch)

A G M
Taynuilt Village Hall

Committee Room
Monday 1st June 2009

At 7.30pm
All Welcome

PLANNING
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997, RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected 
during normal office hours at the location given below, at 67 Chalmers Street, 
Ardrishaig and by logging on to the Council’s Website at www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. Anyone wishing to make 
representations should do so in writing to the undersigned within 14 or 21 
days of the appearance of this notice, whichever is applicable as indicated 
below. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

•Ref No: 09/00508/DET 
Applicant: Mr Michael O’Rourke
Proposal: Extension to dwelling house to form one and a half storeys
Site Address: 33 Bay View Port, Wemyss, Isle of Islay, Argyll and Bute 
PA47 7SU
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Portnahaven
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 09/00508/DET 
Applicant: Mr Michael O’Rourke
Proposal: Extension to dwelling house to form one and a half storeys
Site Address: 33 Bay View, Port Wemyss, Isle of Islay, Argyll and Bute PA47 7SU
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Portnahaven
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, 
67 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX 

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997, RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be 
inspected during normal office hours at the location given below, at Lorn 
House, Albany Street, Oban and by logging on to the Council’s Website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. 
Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, 
whichever is applicable as indicated below. Please quote the reference 
number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

•Ref No: 09/00664/REM
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Pickering
Proposal: Proposed revised plans relevant to planning consent 06/02563/
REM: Erection of single dwelling house and domestic wind turbine
Site Address: Land North West Of Hazel Cottage, Torloisk, Isle of Mull, 
Argyll and Bute 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dervaig
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 09/00646/DET
Applicant: Mr R Lockhart
Proposal: Proposed extension and internal alterations.
Site Address: 26 Lora View, North Connel, Oban, Argyll and Bute PA37 1RR
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Connel
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 09/00704/DET
Applicant: Mr R Connelly
Proposal: Alterations and extension
Site Address: Glendee Dunollie Road, 
Oban, Argyll and Bute PA34 5PJ
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 09/00700/LIB
Applicant: Tom and Marjorie Nelson
Proposal: Proposed renovation of existing farm steading
Site Address: West Winds, The Steadings, Glengorm Road, Glengorm, Isle Of Mull
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office
Regulation 5 Listed Bld Consent - 21 Days

•Ref No: 09/00701/DET
Applicant: Mrs Denise Cowley
Proposal: Extension to dwellinghouse
Site Address: 34 Toberonochy, Isle of Luing, Oban, Argyll and Bute PA34 4UE
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Cullipool
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

•Ref No: 09/00702/LIB
Applicant: Mrs Denise Cowley
Proposal: Extension to dwellinghouse
Site Address: 34 Toberonochy, Isle of Luing, Oban, Argyll And Bute PA34 4UE
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Cullipool
Regulation 5 Listed Bld Consent - 21 Days

•Ref No: 09/00700/LIB
Applicant: Tom and Marjorie Nelson
Proposal: Proposed renovation of existing farm steading
Site Address: West Winds The Steadings, Glengorm Road, Glengorm, Isle Of Mull
Location of Plans:  Tobermory Area Office
Regulation 5 Listed Bld Consent - 21 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn 
House, Albany Street, Oban
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning 
application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public 
inspection and, under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be 
copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content 
and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked 
confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither will be taken into 
account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be 
viewed on the council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

OPERATIONAL SERVICES
(QUEENS PARK PLACE AND STATION ROAD, OBAN) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2009
On Monday 25th May 2009 Argyll and Bute Council, made the above named 
Order under Section 16A of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended, 
which will make it unlawful for any person to drive or cause or permit to be 
driven any vehicle, with the exception of emergency services vehicles, through 
the entire lengths of Queens Park Place and Station Road, Oban in order to 
permit the holding of Charities Day on or near those roads.
The Order, which shall be effective when indicated by signs, will be in 
operation between 0600 hours and 1800 hours on Saturday 6th June 2009.
Alternative Route: There is no alternative route.

Andrew R Law, Director of Operational Services, Manse Brae, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

DRAFT CROFTING REFORM BILL

PUBLIC MEETINGS (7.30PM – 9.00PM):
1 June – Kirkwall, Orkney (Picaquoy Centre – Skerries Meeting Room,

Muddiesfield Rd)
2 June – Lerwick, Shetland (The Town Hall, Hillhead)
3 June – Mid Yell, Shetland (Mid Yell Community Hall)
8 June – Inverness (Craigmonie Hotel, 3 Annefield Rd)
9 June – Lairg (Lairg Community Association Hall, Main St)
10 June – Durness (Durness Village Hall)
11 June – Poolewe (Poolewe Village Hall – 8pm start)
15 June – Grantown-on-Spey (Ben Mhor Hotel, 53 - 57 High St)
16 June – Broadford, Skye (Broadford Village Hall)
17 June – Fort William (Lochabra Hall, High St)
18 June – Connel, Nr Oban (Falls of Lora Hotel, Connel Ferry)
22 June – Tiree Rural Centre (Crospol, Isle of Tiree)
24 June – Brodick, Isle of Arran (Brodick Community Hall)
25 June – Bowmore, Isle of Islay (Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle, Gartnatra)
29 June – Stornoway, Isle of Lewis (Cabarfeidh Hotel, 11 James St)
30 June – Tarbert, Isle of Harris (Harris Hotel)
1 July – Lioncleit, Isle of Benbecula (Dark Island Hotel)
2 July – Castlebay, Isle of Barra (Castlebay School)

A consultation on the draft Crofting Reform Bill was launched by the
Minister for Environment, Roseanna Cunningham MSP, on 19 May 2009. 
A series of public meetings are to be held throughout crofting areas in
order to present and discuss the proposals in the draft Bill. Meetings will
be held on the above dates and all are welcome to attend. Copies of the
consultation document on the draft Bill can be requested from your local
Agricultural Area Office or accessed online at: www.scotland.gov.uk/272272

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
Installation of For and Aft Mooring
Seil Sound, Clachan near Oban

Notice is hereby given that Peter MacAlister has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under section 34 of the Coast 
Protection Act 1949, as amended  by the section 36 of the Merchant 
Shipping Act 1988, to install a For and Aft mooring at the following 
location in Seil Sound, Clachan near Oban

 Description  Latitude  Longitude
 Mooring  56.18.193N   005.35.397W
 Mooring  56.18.192N   005.35.398W
        (WGS 84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at Oban 
Library, 77 Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AL
Objections relating to safety of navigation, in respect of the 
application should be made in writing to:
Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports and Harbours 
Branch, Area 2G North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ within 28 
days of the date of this notice quoting reference: 
2SPC/2/5/377
Peter MacAlister
Barrmore
Clachan-Seil
By Oban

The following decrofting Di-
rections have been granted:
Part Croft
Penmore Mill, Kilninian & 
Kilmore
Direction dated 20 May 2009 
granted to John Duncan Mor-
rison.  Area ext to 0.127   ha.
Conditions:  The land is used 
for a house site. Complete 
enclosure of the site with a 
stockproof fence or barrier 
within 4 months of comple-
tion of the proposed develop-
ment.
Case Number: 4.86.16448
The granting of this Direc-
tion may be appealed to the 
Scottish Land Court, within 
42 days from the date of this 
advert.  Information on how 
to appeal is available from the 
Crofters Commission.

Steven A MacLeod is applying 
to decroft part of the croft at 
14 Clovulin, Ardgour extending 
to 0.122 ha for the purpose of 
providing a site for a dwelling-
house.  Ref:  4.86.17637
If you consider the decrofting 
of this area will adversely af-
fect your crofting interests or 
that of the local crofting com-
munity, please make written 
representations to the Crofters 
Commission, Castle Wynd, 
Inverness IV2 3EQ by 15 June 
2009 quoting the above case 
number.  
Representations will be copied 
to the applicant.  Comments 
on any earlier applications 
cannot be taken into account.

The Spotlight Musical Theatre Groups 

A.G.M
Will be held at 

The Guide Hall, Oban

On Friday the 19th June 2009

Time 7.30

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL – COMHAIRLE NA GÀIDHEALTACHD
Notices Under the Town and Country Planning Acts
The applications for Planning Permission listed below, and Environmental Statements
where appropriate, together with the plans and other documents submitted with them
may be examined at the AREA PLANNING OFFICE, FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE,
FORT WILLIAM PH33 6XY between the hours of 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and at
the location where listed below during normal office hours.

Written comments (whether supporting or opposing the applications) may be made to the
AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS MANAGER at the address below by the
dates listed below.

Applicant Name & Proposal Description Location where application 
Development Address may be inspected & 
Reference Number reason for Advertisement

Lorne Developments Ltd
Land South East of
Ardgour Road, Caol, 
Fort William
08/00196/OUTLO

Mrs S Cameron
Land to South East of 
Tolsta, 71 Camaghael, 
Fort William
09/00185-186/OUTLO

Residential
development – (301
houses including 105
affordable units)

Erection of 2 houses 
– Plots 1 & 2

Caol Post Office
Potential Departure from
Development Plan (21 Days)

Caol Post Office
Potential Departure from
Development Plan (21 Days)
Section 34 of the Act (14 Days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: Dafydd
Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY. Tel:
(01397) 707015, Fax: (01397) 707022, e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER SERVICES (SCOTLAND) ACT 2003
WATER ENVIRONMENT (CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2005 (’the Regulations’)
‘Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Regulation 13 of the Regulations, that an application 
has been made to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) by Scottish Sea Farms 
for authorisation to carry out a controlled activity, namely:

arising from operation of a Marine Cage Fish Farm.  The application relates to an existing 
installation involving the increased production of Salmon, including a change to the release of 
medicine residues used for treating sea lice infestations.’
‘Any person affected or likely to be affected by, or having an interest in, the application may make 
representations about the application to SEPA in writing within 28 days beginning with the date 
of this advertisement, at the following address, quoting reference number CAR/L/1002326:
The Registry, SEPA, Fodderty Way, Dingwall Business Park, Dingwall, IV15 9XB’
‘A copy of the application may be inspected free of charge, at the above address, between 
9.30am and 4.30pm Monday to Friday (except local and national holidays) or by prior arrange-

6TQ, telephone number 01397 704426.’
‘Written representations received within 28 days of this advertisement will be taken into con-
sideration in determining the application.  Any such representations will be placed in a public 
register unless the person making them requests that they should not be.  Where such a request 
is made there will be included in the register a statement indicating that representations have 
been made which have been the subject of such a request.’

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT: FERRIES REVIEW
ONLINE BUSINESS SURVEY 
As part of its currently ongoing review of ferry
services, the Scottish Government is conducting
research into travel needs within Scotland’s island
and peninsular communities. As part of this
process, information is needed regarding the
views of businesses on their transport services.
To collect this information, we have set up an
online survey for those with an interest to
complete. You can access the survey on the
Highlands and Islands Enterprise website:
http://www.hie.co.uk/ferries-business-survey.htm
The data collected will inform decisions about
future ferry services. To maintain confidentiality,
the information will be combined and will 
contain no reference to any individual business.
The survey is now online and will be open until
30 June 2009.

Accommodation 
Wanted
Oban Area

One or two bedroom
Furnished (or part 

furnished)

For a single professional
Relocating to take up 

employment.
Contact Box No. 48, 
Oban Times, Oban, 

PA34 4HB

LONG LET
KINTYRE
ARGYLL

Unfurnished Cottage 
7miles North of 

Carradale, on B842 at 
Cour, on private estate 

with beach and  beautiful 
views to Arran. Also one 

tiny Cottage.
Telephone 01880 760 236 

www.cour.org

Double Room/
Flat Share

Oban Town Centre
Furnished / Facilities

 inc. Landline and 
Broadband

Deposit £250
£360 pcm

All inclusive, 
weekly if prefer.
Sorry no D.S.S., 
Refs. Required

Tel: 07546086270

DUROR
3 bedroom, 2 bathroom 

detached house on 
attractive estate available 

for long let.
Contact Box no 49, 
Oban Times, Oban, 

PA34 4HB

To Let Oban
Furnished 
3 bedroom 

Detached House
Within walking distance 

of the Town Centre
Private parking and small 

garden
£600 pcm

No pets, smokers or D.S.S.
Tel: 01631 566466

To Let
Mill Lane, Oban

01631 566476

TO LETWANTED COMMERCIAL
Holiday Home Owners

come along and meet us
The Moorings Hotel, Fort William. Thursday 11 June 11am–6.30pm

The Ceilidh Place, Ullapool. Thursday 18 June 10.30am–6.30pm

Cottages & Castles:
• Established 25 years, part of Property Consultancy CKD Galbraith
• Offers uniquely flexible, personal service
• Happy to work alongside owners and other bookings
We can help you:
• Maximize letting potential with year round advertising and marketing
• Achieve the best from your property
• Take the stress out of bookings

For information, or to arrange a visit to your property contact: 
Tel:  01738 451 610

www.cottages-and-castles.co.uk

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

for rent in Lochgilphead.
3 rooms extending to approx 

Enquiries 01546 602986

HEATHERLEE COURT
KINLOCHLEVEN

One bedroom sheltered cottages and flats availa-
ble for immediate occupation. Applicants should 
be aged 60 years or be eligible for a govern-
ment pension due to disability. Rent and service 
charges £324 - £335 per calendar month, and a 
Housing Support charge of £11.22 per week, all 
of which are eligible for financial assistance. 

For further details and an application pack 
please contact Hanover (Scotland) Housing 
Association, by email northinfo@hsha.org.uk 
or Tel: 01343 548585

OFFICE TO LET
Fort William

Offi ce accommodation available.

Rooms available from 250 square feet 

to 500 square feet.

Parking Available.

Tel: 07850127671

WANTED 
TO RENT

1 or 2 Bed Cottage 
with Garden

Oban Area

Please contact 
Isla 07787763317

TO LET
KINLOCHLEVEN
Newly built 3 bedroom 

house, 2 bathrooms, 
unfurnished, carpeted, 
includes white goods, 
oil CH, £700pcm + 

bills, deposit. 

Further details 
Tel: 01855 831900/

07909 963667

2 BEDROOM 
FLAT

George Street, Oban

Fully furnished
Beautiful Sea views

£500 PCM
No D.S.S.

Tel: 07549040579

COMMERCIAL
OFFICE TO LET

Oban Town Centre

169 square feet

Flexible Terms

Tel: 07753806755

Argyll, Otter Ferry
3 Bed Bungalow, 
bathroom, large 
living-room with 

wood-burning stove, 
on private estate with 

views over looking 
Loch Fyne. 

Ref essential, no D.S.S.

£430 pcm 
Tel: 01700 821 220
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Senior Chef 
de partie

required for 2AA 
rosette restaurant
Great opportunity 

for a creative 
and enthusiastic 

individual
Contact Glen at Russell’s 

restaurant, Spean bridge on 
01397 712 335

HOUSEKEEPER
OBAN AREA

Reliable non-smoker, 
clean driving licence.
Cleaning, painting, 
shopping, meals, 
light gardening.

Apply to Box No:47 The 
Oban Times, P.O Box 1 
Oban Argyll PA34 4HB

HATCHERY MANAGER
Lakeland Smolt Limited was established in 1987 and has become one of the acknowledged 
pioneers in UK aquaculture.  We are the largest supplier of salmon eggs and smolts in 
the UK and have freshwater hatcheries in Shetland, Cumbria and Argyll. Our sea water 
operations produce around 15,000 tonnes of quality salmon.  In recent years we have 
invested in new technologies and are now seeking a Freshwater Manager in Argyll.

experience and have a working knowledge of recirculation systems.  The ability to 
effectively manage a small team of dedicated personnel is essential.

In return we can offer an excellent remuneration package which includes generous 
pension provision along with a target-driven bonus scheme.

Please send applications in writing to:

Violet McDougall
Personnel Manager
Lakeland Smolt Ltd
Tigh MhicLeoid
3 Lochnell Street
Lochgilphead
PA31 8JL
Closing date for applications is 30th June 2009

‘Lakeland is part of the Marine Farms Group producing Salmon, Bass, Bream and Cobia’

LAKELAND
SMOLT

Freshwater Technician - Morvern & Mull 
Scottish Sea Farms Ltd are currently seeking to employ Freshwater Technicians at Knock 
Hatchery on the Isle of Mull and Ardtornish Hatchery, Morvern, Argyll.

Applications are invited from individuals who have an interest in aquaculture and feel 
that they could play a key part in strengthening an already skilled team responsible 
for producing Atlantic Salmon Fry, Parr and Smolt. Previous experience in the industry 
would be an advantage, but is not essential, as training will be supplied. A full clean 
driving license is essential for this position.

The successful applicant would be required to carry out a variety of tasks including:

• Routine stock husbandry

• Environmental monitoring

• Stock health & welfare monitoring

• Site and equipment maintenance 

• Weekend working and alarm cover on a Rota basis

An attractive salary and benefits package is on offer to the right person along with 
assistance with accommodation, if required.  To apply, please contact Claire Scott on 
01786 445521 or email claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.  
Closing Date for applications: Friday 12th June 2009.

REQUIRE

CHARGE-HAND AND
EXPERIENCED GROUND WORKERS 

FOR OBAN AREA 
C.V. OR APPLICATIONS, IN WRITING, TO -

MACLEOD CONSTRUCTION LTD
KILMORY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

LOCHGILPHEAD
PA31 8RR.

e-mail jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

ACHARACLE MEDICAL PRACTICE
Has a vacancy for a 

Part-time Practice Nurse
10 hours per week

For further information please telephone
01967 431231 for an application pack.

Closing date for applications: 
Monday 15th June 2009 

Interviews: Wednesday 1st July 2009

HOUSEKEEPER
REQUIRED

for holiday cottage 
(cleaning and 

laundry).
Saturdays,

Machrihanish. Own 
transport required.

Tel: 07778 036137

ACHA - Putting Tenants First.
We are on target to create homes and places across Argyll & Bute where 
people want to live.  Can you help us achieve that vision?

Salary Grade 5 (£26,179 - £29,088)  35 hours per week

The job purpose is to ensure that the Association delivers a high quality 
Property and Estate Management and Maintenance service to its tenants in 
the Mid Argyll area.

The successful candidate will require to hold a professional qualification; be 
part qualified or be prepared to commence study towards a qualification 
at HNC or HND level and have a wide range of technical skills.  The post 
holder must be able to establish and maintain effective working relationships 
with colleagues, beneficiary organisations and partners; provide leadership 
of project teams involving colleagues and other partners; have good written 
and oral communication skills including the ability to produce reports 
without a pre-determined framework.  There will be limited control over a 
small number of budget headings.  A current driving licence is essential

Closing Date: 12 noon on 5th June 2009
Interviews for these posts will be held during mid June 2009

ACHA is committed to being an equal opportunities employer.  We value diversity in 
our workforce and welcome applications from all sectors of the community. 

All posts will be subject to an Enhanced Disclosure check
For recruitment pack please contact the HR & Corporate Services Department, 

63/65 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX,Tel 01546 604099 or email marina.
macarthur@acha.co.uk or visit the Recruitment section on the Association’s website at 

www.acha.co.uk where recruitment packs can be downloaded.

Property Services Officer Lochgilphead

TARBERT YOUTH GROUP
require a 

MANAGER
for our After School Care based in 

TARBERT
Working as part of a team to help provide a 

safe, fun and stimulating environment for 
the children in our setting.  

20 hours per week at £9.00 per hour 
Session Times: Mon to Fri 3pm till 6pm, school term time.
SVQ Level 4 in children’s care, learning and development, 
experience preferred, but enthusiasm and ability to relate 
well with children is more important.  You must be willing 

to undertake relevant training.

 For more information and an application form please 
phone Heather on 01880 821480

Closing Date: 31st May 2009

 This post is exempt from the Rehabilitation of Offenders 
Act 1974 by the Exclusions and Exceptions (Scotland) 

Order 2003 and the successful applicant will be required 
to complete an Enhanced Disclosure Scotland application 

and register with the Scottish Social Services Council.

 Tarbert youth group is an equal opportunities employer.

Lord of The Isles 
Craobh Haven

Additional Chef Required
Excellent opportunity to work with a very

experienced chef in a busy popular restaurant

Please forward your CV to 
info@lordoftheisles.co.uk

Summer KP & waiting staff also required

Please telephone 01852 500 658

OFFICE STAFF
HIGHLAND HERITAGE COACH TOURS LIMITED

require

RESERVATIONS STAFF
for their busy administration office

Keyboard skills and pleasant telephone manner essential
Training will be given, full-time position, must be flexible
Shift work includes weekends and evenings, live-in or out

Please apply in writing with a current CV to
Mrs Jackie Colman

Dalmally, Argyll PA33 1AY   Telephone - 01838 200393

Argyll & Bute 
Citizens Advice Bureau

Administrative 
Assistant

Salary:  General Grade 2 £14,241 pro rata + 
6% pension
Hours: 15 per week
Based: Lochgilphead

Motivated person required to co-ordinate the 
bureau’s clerical & administrative systems.  
Excellent written and oral skills essential as 
is an ability to work as part of a team. 

Further information and application packs: 
Tel. 08456 123808 or info@abcab.org.uk 

Closing date: 5th June 2009 
Interviews:    12th June 2009

Scottish Charity No: SC030477

Seasonal Cook – Oban YH
Esplanade, Oban, PA34 5AF

20-40 hours
Fixed Term: October 2009
£13,500PA (Pro-Rata)
Previous catering experience / relevant 
qualification preferable

Email CV: 
argyllgroupmanager@syha.org.uk

ARDFERN YACHT CENTRE LTD

OFFICE MANAGER/BOOK KEEPER
£18,000 - £23,000 per annum 

(Depending on qualifications and experience)
We require an office manager/bookkeeper to join our busy 
marina, boatyard and chandlery office near Lochgilphead.
The ideal candidate will have a strong accounts background 
and must be familiar with all aspects of daily and monthly 
bookkeeping routines. 
Reporting to the company directors and general manager, you 
will be familiar with processing purchase and sales invoices, 
bank reconciliation, payroll, PAYE and VAT returns, as well as 
being able to effectively manage customer relations. 
Experience using the Microsoft Office package (particularly 
Excel), accountancy software and/or an interest in sailing 
would be an advantage.
Please apply in writing for an application form and full job 
specification to Joanna Ashton, Ardfern Yacht Centre Ltd, Ard-
fern, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8QN, before the closing date 
of Friday 19th June.

Fyne
Polishing 
Cleaning Service

STAFF 
REQUIRED

Full time/Part time
Driver Essential

Tel 07789 346020 or 
01499 302184

Part-time Clerical Assistant 1
Fort William, £6,297 – £6,870, ref: L/53/09

Find out more from Lachie MacDonald, 
tel (01397) 709055. Application forms online 
or tel (01397) 707220.

Closing date:
12 June 2009

www.highland.gov.uk

Carer Wanted
for disabled 

gentleman with
Multiple Sclerosis.

Must be able to assist with
domestic and personal care.

Driving Licence essential.
Kintyre area.

Apply to Box No. 4346
Campbeltown Courier

Longrow South
Campbeltown

Argyll

ARDFERN YACHT CENTRE LTD

CHANDLERY MANAGER
As one of the leading and long-established chandlers on the 
West Coast of Scotland, we require a self-motivated, organised 
and forward thinking individual to oversee the efficient and 
profitable running of our busy and well-stocked chandlery. 

The role will include stock, pricing and sales management to-
gether with competitive product buying for our chandlery and 
workshop, which both form an intricate part of our marina and 
boatyard business.

Applicants should have a good understanding of the leisure 
marine industry and related marine products, in order to an-
swer technical customer queries. Some retail or sales experi-
ence or previous use of the Kudos stock management system 
would be an advantage, however training can be given.

Application forms for the position along with competitive sal-
ary details and a full job specification can be obtained from 
Joanna Ashton, Director, Ardfern Yacht Centre Ltd, Ardfern, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8QN, before the closing date of 
Friday 19th June.

Seasonal Husbandry Vacancies
Scallastle Bay, Mull and Oban Area

Scottish Sea Farms require hardworking and 
dynamic individuals who wish to gain valuable 
experience within the aquaculture industry.  
Working in a marine husbandry environment, 
your responsibilities will span the full range of 
activities leading to successful farmed salmon.

We are looking for candidates who are team 
players, proactive in health and safety aware-
ness and thrive on producing the best quality 
produce possible.

The positions, based in our newly opened Scal-
lastle Site on the Isle of Mull and in the Oban 
area, will be temporary for up to 6 months 
with the possibility of extension.

To apply, contact Claire Scott on 01786 445521 
or email claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com 
for an application pack.

As an executive agency of Scottish Government we deliver access to
justice by providing the people, buildings and technology to support
the operations of the Courts and the Office of the Public Guardian.

Legal Advisers
North Strathclyde
£27,727 - £35,747 (Pay award pending)
Can you make a major contribution to the justice system in Scotland?
We are recruiting for Legal Advisers in the Sheriffdom of North Strathclyde to allow
appointments to be made for both part-time and full-time vacancies arising between 
now and November 2009. As a Legal Adviser you will support the accurate and efficient
delivery of justice in the new JP Courts located within the Sheriffdom. These new 
courts are being established as a result of unification of the summary criminal courts.
You will be admitted as a solicitor in Scotland and are likely to have experience of 
criminal court work or relevant work experience in the justice sector or a related field.
However, full training will be provided and we would like to hear from qualified solicitors
that indicate they possess or have the ability to develop the personal qualities mentioned
here (and more fully set out in the information pack) who would wish to apply for these
challenging and interesting posts.
You will be capable of providing accurate, independent legal and procedural advice to
Justices in and out of court, to clerk JP courts in the Sheriffdom, and fully participate 
in the training of Justices at a local and national level. You will be part of a team of legal
advisers charged with providing an excellent service in the lay criminal courts which are
geographically dispersed throughout the Sheriffdom. You will work closely with the
Sheriffdom Legal Adviser, who has responsibility for the efficient and effective
management of these new courts.
You will be enthusiastic, pragmatic and professional in your approach to work with 
a desire to succeed and develop. You must also be a good communicator as well as
demonstrating organisational skills and will have a record of good customer service.
As a Legal Adviser your contribution will be rewarded through an extensive and
competitive reward package including access to a pension scheme, an excellent 
flexible working environment, and generous holiday entitlements. Applicants seeking
more flexible working arrangements regarding locations and working hours will also 
be considered.
The posts are offered on a full-time or part-time basis in the following proposed
locations, and some travel within the Sheriffdom will be required:
• Dumbarton
• Paisley and Greenock
• Kilmarnock/Irvine
• Argyll and Bute (Oban/Campbeltown/Dunoon/Lochgilphead)

If you are interested in this challenging and rewarding opportunity, you may 
apply online at http://www.scotcourts.gov.uk/you_and_us/recruitment/index.asp 
For more information about these posts, please contact: Anne Hilland, Sheriffdom
Legal Adviser, Paisley Sheriff Court, Paisley, by telephone: 0141 887 5291 ext: 201
or by email: ahilland@scotcourts.gov.uk
The closing date for applications is Monday 8 June 2009.
We are also keen to establish a list of admitted solicitors in Scotland who would 
be interested in locum work to provide cover for holiday leave and other absences.
Please contact Anne Hilland in the first instance if you are interested in locum work.

The SCS is committed to equality and diversity 
in employment and service delivery. www.scotcourts.gov.uk 

Sgoil Araich Braigh Lochabair
Brae Lochaber 

Gaelic Nursery & childcare centre
Taigh na Sgoile 

Roy Bridge

Job Opportunities
GAELIC SPEAKING 

CHILDCARE PRACTITIONERS
For further details contact Catherine on Tel: 01397 712364 or

email: catherinemackinnon@tiscali.co.uk
Closing date: Friday 12th June 2009

Posts are exempt from the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 by the Exclusions and Ex-
ceptions (Scotland) Order 2003 and the successful applicant/s will be required to complete 

an Enhanced Disclosure Scotland application and register with the SSSC.

Tha Sgoil Araich Braigh Lochabair na carthannas clàraichte an Alba – Àireamh: SC019635
Scottish Registered Charity No:  SC019635

Registered Name:  Rionnagan Beaga a’ Bhraighe  
Known name:  Sgoil Araich Braigh Lochabair  

Care Commission for Scotland, Reg No:  CS2005097867
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To advertise your car in Drive Times telephone 01631 568000

1996 SILVER TOYOTA STARLET 
GLANZA V, TURBO, MANUAL

£3500
Fresh import from Japan and has just been MOTd. It is in immaculate condition and 
was a grade 4B. I have not registered it yet. I can register it straight into the name 
of anyone that would like to buy the car or register before purchase. It has 4 new 

Kumho tyres, Japanese documents, 12 months MOT, 6 months Tax, Speedo conversion 
for MOT, Serviced in Japan before shipping, new battery, rear fog light fitted for MOT, 
Immaculate interior (grade B), New alloys fitted. Starlet Graphics on both sides of the 

car. Very quick car, 1.3 Turbo, Perfect 1st car

Tel: 01546 886296 Mobile: 07828469843

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh

5 John Street,
Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco

Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900

www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

PEUGEOT
Struans Peugeot

Tel : 01738 632222
www.struans.co.uk/peugeot

MAZDA
Struans Mazda

Tel : 01738 445566
www.struans.co.uk/mazda

FORD
Ben Nevis Motors
North Road,
Fort William
Tel. 01397 700110

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

£2300

53 DAIHATSU CHARADE 1.0EL
41,000 miles, 10 months 

mot, Tax until Dec 
£35 tax a year

60 mpg
full service history.

Telephone: 
07748 963333

TOYOTA 
YARIS T3

£6995 o.n.o.
2007 07. 3DR

23028 MILES. AIR CON, CD/RADIO.FSH. 
VERY ECONOMICAL

Tel: 01631 720435

£2250 o.n.o.

1995 ATLANTIS BLUE MAZDA MX5 1.9 CONVERTIBLE

In excellent condition. MOT and 
Taxed until July 2009, 81,000 miles, 
Dotz Alloys with 195R15 Toyo tyres. 
Stainless sports exhaust, CD/Radio.

Phone 01631 564578 
for more details

£2500 o.n.o.

FIAT PUNTO ACTIVE 1.2
03 reg, 22,900 miles, 
3 door, Serviced and 

12 months MOT.

Telephone: 
01631 720284

SERIES 3 
LANDROVER

A Reg new brakes and suspension, new mot 
will be provided for buyer, some spares, 

marine blue. 
Telephone: 

Oban 07766 890014

£2000 o.n.o.
2

Dicksons Kia
28-34 Carsegate Road, Inverness, IV3 8EX
Tel: 01463 712800

£2500 o.n.o.

SUBARU LEGACY OUTBACK ESTATE AUTO
Year 2001, 51 reg.

Taxed till end of July, 
9 months Mot.

Metallic green over grey, 
Top of the range.
Good condition.

Telephone: 
07500 786612 or 

01499 600243

VAUXHALL VECTRA 
CLUB 2 LITRE Di

£1650 o.n.o.
V Reg. Recently serviced, new discs and pads, new bat-

tery, alloy wheels, radio cassette, tow bar. Nice condition. 
Taxed and Mot’d till March 2010

Tel: 07554 392658

£500 o.n.o.

RENAULT CLIO MAXIM SPORT
P Reg. 1.4 litre, Blue 

81,000 mileage, Mot’d 
July 09, tax June 09, 

electric windows, 
alloy wheels.

Telephone: 
01852 300568

£19,500 o.n.o.

2003, FIAT BESSACARR, E425 MOTOR HOME
Comfortable 4 berth, full gas cooker, 

gas/electric fridge and heater, shower, 
cassette toilet, Fiamma awning and bike 
rack, rear seating area, many extras. In 
great condition, 18,500 miles, full MOT, 

taxed Aug.
Telephone: 

01852 300739 / 
07786 067056

£8750

2 berth caravan, 2005 model, 
good condition

Telephone: 
07717 782026

BAILEY
SENATOR

Land Rover & Trailer 
SALES & HIRE

Sales • Hire • Service • Finance

Killin
Perthsire
FK21 8RB

Telephone 01567 820280

E-mail: sales@lixtoll.com
Web: www.lixtoll.com

£2,600 o.n.o.

MAZDA BONGO FRIENDEE 2.5 TD AUTO
1995 N Reg

8 seater.

For more info 
Tel 01770 (Arran) 

860258

£1,600 o.n.o.

3 door 76k miles
6 months tax 4 months MOT

Body work immaculate.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 860270
Or Mob 07747 635742

2001 LANDROVER 
FREELANDER

Special deals available on new 2.5 Outback and 
Legacy diesels, immediate delivery available.  A 

large selection of used commercial vehicles.

www.sandsservices.co.uk

Tel: 01292 880080/880440

£2,000 scrappage allowance. Vehicle shown is Justy Twin 
Cam at £7,995 OTR inc. £2000 scrappage allowance.

Brian Spicer will be in Oban on Saturday 30th and Sunday 
31st May and can be contacted on 07831808702

£1350 o.n.o.

FIAT PUNTO 1.2
V Reg (2000)

3 door hatchback

Telephone: 
07767 800794

£1250 o.n.o.

AUDI A4  1.9 TDI
P reg (1997), E/W , Power steering, 

twin air bags, alloy wheels, CD player, 
4 months tax, 3 months MOT, Very 

good clean reliable car, New car forces 
sale, Parts and service history.

Telephone: 
07881 551030

£3500 o.n.o. no VAT

RENAULT KANGOO VAN SL17 DCI 70  
Diesel.

56 Reg, white, 
first Mot due Sept 09.
Excellent condition.

Telephone: 
07500 786612 

or 01499 600243

£1850

SUZUKI SV 650CC
Nov.2001, 1 Lady owner, stored for 

3 years, 15300 miles, excellent condition
Fully serviced October 2008, new filters, 

oil and plugs, 12 months MOT 
Heated grips , Scottoiler, Hugger,  

Red screen

Telephone: 
 01583 431574 

(Day)

03VAUXHALL MOVANO 
CAMPER VAN

£5800 o.n.o.

2.5 Diesel TDI  L.W.B. High Top 2 berth 
Mot and Tax.

Tel: 07515 105472 or 01631 565848

Burnbank Street, Campbeltown, PA28 6JD. 
Tel: 01586 552772   Fax: 01586 551414   Mob: 07788923890
Email:  burnbank_garage@btconnect.com

BURNBANK GARAGE
Sales, Service, Parts & Accessories

COMMERCIALS
02 Vauxhall Movano 2.5 Maxi Roof L.W.B. ............................ £2995 + vat NOW £2795 plus VAT
04 Vauxhall Movano 2.5 M.W.B. High Roof (Facelift Model) .£3995 + vat NOW £3795 plus VAT
54 Vauxhall Vivaro 1.9 S.W.B. Panel Van ...................................£5550 no vat NOW £5250 no VAT
54 Vauxhall Vivaro 1.9 L.W.B. Crew Cab Van ..............................£6895 no vat NOW £6695 no VAT
54 Vauxhall Vivaro 2.5 SWB High Roof Lots of room Beat the ferries    £5995 + vat NOW £5795 plus VAT
05 Vauxhall Movano 2.5 M.W.B. Drop Side Truck with towbar ................................................ £3895 no vat
TIPPER
03 Ford Transit Crew Cab LWB ...............................................................................................£3650 + vat
TO CLEAR

S Iveco 358 2.5T Panel Van ...................................................................................................£1295 + vat

£800 o.n.o.

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 1400 CL
3Dr 1996 Red, 102,500 miles, taxed July, 

1 year MOT, good runner Lady owner

Telephone 
01546 606992

Mobile
07979721480

Buyers should note where 
standardised silhouettes 

are used they do not 
accurately represent the 

vehicle being sold

£1750 o.n.o.

VOLVO V70
2 ltr 1998 R reg

7 seats, Mot Jan 2010 
TAX 31st Aug, 114000 

miles, Excellent condition 
throughout.

Telephone: 
01631 730071/ 
07792 549768 2

£2,900 o.n.o.

HONDA CBF 600
2000 mileage. 
Mint condition. 

07 reg.

Telephone: 
07733021318

2

£3,500 o.n.o.

HOBBY TOURING CARAVAN
4 Berth  2000

Very good condition

Telephone: 
07733 021318

2

New or old models, also Discovery, Range Rover 
and all Japanese models, Toyota etc, high miles, 

damaged, anything considered.
Contact James: 

07866 590583 or 07966 293996

WANTED  LANDROVER 
90 OR 110

2

CITREON XSARA 
PICASSO LX

£1650
Reg 2002 , 1.6 petrol, 73,000 miles, Black

MOT December 2009, Tax June 2009 
Well maintained car in good condition

Tel: 01546 602141

FORT WILLIAM TYRE SERVICE
Not enough time in the day?

Kids screaming, work calling, shops awaiting!
HAVE YOUR TYRES FITTED BY OUR 

TOTALLY MOBILE  FULLY FITTED VAN
At your work, your home or where’s easiest.

CARS, VANS, LORRIES,TRACTORS
24hrs Breakdown Service

All major credit cards accepted
Call now for a great quote
Contact: Alec or Naomi
Mobile: 07702 433495 Tel: 01397 700277
Email: fort-tyres@hotmail.co.uk



Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.10 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16 per single column centi-

metre
Public Notices:

£10.25 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

Have a
CLEAROUT

and make some

CASH
NOW ONLINE

Advertise your 
unwanted items in either 

The Oban Times, 
Campbeltown Courier 

or Argyllshire Advertiser
your ad will also 
appear online at

Feeling the 
during the Credit Crunch?

Simply use the 
coupons on the

page or visit the 
website and input 
your details there

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50OR MORE
FOR AS LITTLE AS £13.05 + VAT

FOR UP TO 25 WORDS

ADDITIONAL LINES (4 WORDS) £2.50 + VAT

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS  - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times
 (see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

• GLASS BALUSTRADING

•PLUMBING & HEATING

• PEST CONTROL

MIDGEATER IS THE ANSWER

West Highland Gas Ltd
01631 564050
Online Ordering Soon

www.westhighlandgas.co.uk

•CARAVANS

• WINDOW BLINDS

CALUM SMITH
FLOORING

Let me bring the 
samples to you, and 

enjoy the convenience 
of choosing your 

flooring in the comfort 
of your own home

Free measuring 
and estimates

Tel 07833 565284
• CARPETS • VINYL 

• LAMINATE • REAL WOOD 
• FITTING • MEASURING 

• SUPPLYING

•FLOORING
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Offers  information and 
support and refuge (if 

needed) to women and 
children (if any) who 

have been or are being 
abused by their partner/

ex partner

08702 413548

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID

• COUNSELLING

• SOFT FURNISHINGS

Couple Counselling Argyll
Do you have a 
relationship problem?
We can help.
Call 01631 563297
www.argyllcouplecounselling.org
Telephone counselling is 
also available
Couple Counselling Argyll, 
(Formerly Relate Argyll)
the operating name of 
Argyll Couple Counselling, 
PA34 4HR
SCO23995

Happy
18th

Birthday
Caroline

Love from
Mum, Dad, Craig 

and all the family.
xxx

 BABY EQUIPMENT

adjustable, blue metal 

seat in light blue and green 

Angelina design, teething 

sensor hears your babies 
need, great item to sooth 

 BICYCLES

 BOOKS

everything you need to 

 BUILDING / DIY

over metal garage door, 

 CAR ACCESSORIES

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

 EQUESTRIAN

 FURNITURE

bed, metal, gunmetal grey, 

bedding duvet set and 

 GARDEN

 GREYHOUNDS

HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

 HOME OFFICE

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

 MAIL ORDER

MARINE
ELECTRONICS

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

 POWER TOOLS

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

individually or boxed. 

sold in reams or by the box 

 WANTED

PERSONALS

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

 ‘For I the Lord 
do not change; 
Return to me, 

and I will return to you, 
says the 

Lord of hosts.’

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com



THE
OBAN
TIMES

&
West Highland Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND 

ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the
best-selling weekly 

newspaper in the Highlands 
and is distributed via 1742 

newsagents every week
Editorial Director:
Joan P. Bennett

Group Managing Editor:
Stewart MacKenzie

Deputy Editor:
Graham Crawford

Chief Reporter:
Marian Miller

Head Office:
Oban 568000

Fax: Oban 568001
E-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices:
Fort William
(01397) 703003

Fax (01397) 702495
Lochgilphead
(01546) 602345

Fax (01546) 602661
Campbeltown
(01586) 554646

Fax (01586) 553006

The Oban Times

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce
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BIRTHS

YOUNG - On May 14, 
2009 at Hillingdon Hopsital 
Uxbridge, to Eilidh and 
Lee a georgeous son James 

Dr Shina Grant, Arisaig 

ENGAGEMENTS
BLUE - McLEAN - Both 

Pulpit Drive, Oban, to 

DEATHS
MACLEAN
at Lorn and Islands 

Monday, May 25, 2009, 

“Bunty”, beloved husband 

McKELLAR
Glenaray Ward, Mid Argyll 
Hospital on May 24, 2009, 

aunt and great aunt to all the 

May 30, 2009 at 11am, 

desired, to Glenaray Ward, 

McLAREN

May 21, 2009, Annie aged 

the late Allan, dear mum 

and Robin and darling 

MUNRO - 

will be held at Mortonhall 

RAMAGE

late Alexander Henderson 
and Stewart Ramage, 

William, Neil and John, 
beloved grandmother and 

Arisaig, on Monday, June 1 

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

DEN HEIJER - Maart, 

gratitude to relatives, 

extended to them in the 

been quite overwhelming 

they thank you all so very 

and visitations, Margaret 

understanding handling 

near to be with us, we thank 

LOGAN

support and generosity at 

McDONALD - Isa and 

and Glenaray Ward, Mid 

thanks to Rev Hilda Smith 

remembering and honouring 

IN MEMORIAM
BOWMAN - Alyson, 

dear
Treasured still with a love 

In our hearts she is living 
yet
We loved her too dearly 

CAMPBELL - 
Remembering with love our 
treasured mum Joey Millar, 
who passed away May 29, 

By the wind

CURRIE - In loving  

Time passes, memories stay
Quietly remembered every 
day

DOWNIE - In loving 

granpa George, who died on 

mam and nana, Aggie, who 

return
When we were all together

by love

- Inserted by Betty, Auriol 

EDWARDS - In loving 

Always in our thoughts and 

GILLIES - Treasured 

Tina, who died June 1, 

Time passes
Memories stay
Quietly remembered every 

GILLIES - In loving 

mum and daughter, Tina, 

Many thoughts I give to 
you
As the long hours go by

used to do and say
Just you and I
Sometimes they make me 
smile
Sometimes they make me 

alone

But all we have are 
memories

But no one knows the 

As we turn and leave you 

LAMBIE - In loving 

29, 2004, loving husband, 

MACCORQUODALE - In 

daughter, Fiona, died May 
30, 2000, and remembering 

Loved and missed every 

M A C C O R Q U O D A L E

our dear mum, Fiona, who 

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts

MACCORQUODALE  - 

dear sister, sister-in-law and 

on May 30, 2000, aged 34 

wish

We would pray to God with 
all our hearts
Just to see and speak to you
A thousand words won’t 

tried
And neither will a million 
tears

broken hearts

but we’ve never wanted 
memories

Loved and remembered 

- Iain, Diane, Iain and 

MACINTYRE - 

live
holding memories in 

a man lives so many 

MACINTYRE - John, 

I love you my darling

Is why you have gone and 

And somehow, I am still 

- 23 Wades Road, 

McDOUGALL - In loving 

on May 27, 1991, aged 50 

share
But in my heart you’re 

TELFORD - Loving

and granny Jessie, who died 

ADAMS - HARTLEY
James and Jenna are 

Millie Ava, on May 

new granddaughter 

Joan and Dave, South 

CAMPBELL - 
MACDONALD

Ewan and Elspeth are delighted 

gorgeous boy, Alasdair David 

Tuesday, May 5, 2009 at the 

Maternity Unit and to Lorna, 

kindness and

MEGAN - 
MACKENZIE

and Alison, Oban, third 

CHARITY DONATIONS

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 31 May 2009

Pentecost
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish,
Cladich

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Evensong

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 31 May 2009
11 

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday 31st May
Skippinish Ceilidh 

House
10am

All Welcome
Telephone

07876 735 794
www.lorncf.org.uk

OBAN ELIM

Worship Meeting

Guide Hall
Soroba Road

Oban
01631 570485

Everybody Welcome

LOCHABER 
SPIRITUALIST 

CENTRE, 
FORT WILLIAM

Tuesday 2nd June
In Caol Community Centre

Visiting medium 
Alice MacCallum

Doors open 7pm

Theresa 01397 704050
Janet 07840 455037

Mallaig

Stella Nova is to present 

band ‘Fuaim’ in Mallaig 

had a busy year with 

Josey said he was ‘very 

Reverend
Holloway

in Oban
THE FORMER Bishop 

Reverend Holloway is to 

on Sunday June 7 at 

happens to be on Trinity 

It is also the Bishop 

Reverend Martin Shaw’s 

his ordination to the 

PEOPLE in Oban and Lorn are 

50 people to register to take part in 

raising manager Elsie Riley said: 
‘This will be a great event and I 

To help the walkers along, 

be playing his pipes as people get 

being urged to register in Oban 

Argyll Square and Urban Summits, 

Duncan MacKinnon, right, and Fluke the dog, with Jim Heward of the Oban branch of Macmillan 
Cancer Support with some walkers ready to take the trip to Kerrera. t20walk01

Walk six miles on Kerrera to boost 
Macmillan Cancer Support funds

Oban Lifeboat Station recently held a fund-raising afternoon tea with guests taking part in a ‘best hat competition’. The event 
also had a tombola and books for sale. Winner of the best hat, as chosen by lifeboat coxswain Ronnie MacKillop, was Claire 

Nicol and best novelty hat was won by Molly Livingston. The day raised £160 for the Royal National lifeboat Institution. 

Hats off to successful RNLI fund-raiser

THE ANNUAL also several illustrious visitors 

John Angus is a well known 
piper and although he had brought 

This was, however, to the 

its entirety, a rare treat indeed, Jim 

with a personal sensitivity in his 

The highlight, however, was when 

World War I memorial has 

Ingram, who has lived on Mull 

village with her husband Ivor, 

‘I thought why don’t we do 

The memorial, a pink granite 

the Gruline road, is no longer 

pink and the lettering is in need 

ownership: ‘I took it up with the 

memorial, it was not responsible 

Meanwhile Mrs Ingram enlisted 

awards grants to help restore 

war memorials around the 

To help raise the £2,500 that 

despite being opened up just 10 
days ago, it already has at least 
£200 in it and Mrs Ingram is 

memorial, they had £100 surplus 

on to the next memorial to be 

have a surplus we will do the 

It is hoped that work will start 
on the restoration by Alastair 

Anyone who would like to 

Crusade to restore Salen war memorial

MP calls for 
postbanks
in Argyll
ARGYLL and Bute MP 

on the government to 
put Postbanks into Post 

Mr Reid said the 
Postbank proposals 
proposals give an ideal 
opportunity to provide 
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Sailing

BOAT, TRAILER AND 
OUTBOARD

£700 - 10ft GRP simulated clinker rowing dinghy and 
galvanised road trailer.  Boat trailer new in 2007.  
Lovely dinghy, handles well, comes with beautiful 

handmade oars.

£400 - 4HP four stroke Suzuki outboard 2004.
Excellent condition, used but as new.  Complete with 

manual.

Will sell together or as two separate lots. Isle of Mull 

01680 812536

FOURWINNS 245 
SUNDOWN

£19,000 o.n.o.
5.7 Volvo penta and outdrive 4 berth trailer, GPS, Ffinder, 

230hrs, 4 different covers, 1999-2000, lying Loch 
Lomond, can deliver

Tel: 01355 237522/07887 570203

SNAPDRAGON24

£2250
Wheel braked road trailer £1250
5 berth, sails and some equipment, bilge keel, major 
refit started in good faith by senior owner but project 

abandoned for health reasons, regrettable sale, needs 
inboard engine, Circa 1970, View Connel Village.

Tel: 01387 375051/07799 693619

4.3 METRES / 14 FOOT 
WAVERIDER MUSTANG (CUSTOM)

£2,500 o.n.o.
4.3 metres / 14 foot Waverider Mustang (Custom)

1994 Yamaha 40 autolube 2 stroke outboard, Electric start, Two wheel trailer / light 
board  / winch, Fitted cockpit cover, Twin bucket seats with aft bench seat and storage, 
Fire extinguisher, Car fuel tank with decker filler, Boat hook, Two paddles and ropes, 

Full instruments including navigation lights, Speed log, Electric bilge pump with 
autofloat switch, JVC radio / CD player, Mains battery charger, Boat garaged in Ford 

near Lochgilphead, Very little used over the last 3 years forces sale
For more information contact Ross on 

07876 623731 / 01546 810220 2

£550

Fibreglass. Good sails. Trailer.

Evening 01770 (Arran) 302985
Mobile 07554 310494

ALBACORE SAILING 
DINGHY COLVIC WATSON 

MOTORSAILER 23’6”

£12,000 o.n.o.
Rigged for single-handed sailing.  28hp Volvo Penta.

Many electronics.  Full headroom.  New awning giving 
fully enclosed cockpit.  For full specification and viewing:

Tel: 01828 670436 / 07899 778098
charles.hunter@btinternet.com

5.8 METRE 
NORTHCRAFT RIB

£7800 + VAT no offers

5.8 Metre Northcraft Rib with centre 
consol, double A frame and nav lights, 

reinforced tubes, 100hp 4 stroke 
Yamaha outboard, hydraulic steering 
with stand off aluminium box, built in 
110 metres stainless steel petrol tank, 
batten onto transom giving good deck 

space.  Garmin GPS all on roller coaster 
trailer with 2 speed winch, 3 yrs old

Telephone 01631 566618 or 

mobile 07715172949.

2 £28,000

CONTESSA 32 1987. 
Classic 6 Berth Cruiser/

Racer lying 
Tighnabruaich.

Well equipped inc. Volvo 
MD2020. Taylors heater.

Tel: 01505 615537

Mob: 07990 658107

2

£10,000 o.n.o.

fitted with Evinrude E-Tec 40hp engine, blue 
and white, lying Tarbert Loch Fyne Argyll

Telephone: 
07795156666

email: phkir@aol.com

ORKNEY FASTLINER 19 
WITH TRAILER

2

£2400

HUNTER EUROPA 19FT 4 BERTH MINI-CRUISER
A lovely fin keel yacht on road trailer. 
All sails with spare set,roller reefing, 

spinnaker, recent yamaha 4stroke 4hp 
outboard, vinyl upholstery, cooker, sink, 

battery,VHF, nav lights etc. Excellent order. 
Antifouled and ready to sail.

Call 01546 602885 
to view 

in Lochgilphead. 2

THIS year’s Brewin Dolphin 
Scottish Series Trophy is 
heading to the North West 
of England after Nigel Biggs 
and the Checkmate Sailing 

position at the annual regatta 
in Tarbert.

More than 160 boats racing 
in 14 different classes took 
part in the Scottish Series, 

Sailing a 35 foot J109 in 
the highly competitive IRC 
Class 3, Biggs and his crew 
won by a single from two 
past winners of the overall 
trophy.

Cheshire-based Biggs has 
competed in the Scottish 
Series for the past 20 years 

takes home the main prize.
‘I’ve been to the prize 

giving so many times and 
been disappointed and so I 
really was not expecting to 
win, so I am pretty much 
lost for words. It is fantastic 
to win at last,’ he said.

‘Our philosophy has 
always been to sail hard, to 
try and win but with friends 
and to have a good time 
doing so.’

OBAN boat Shadowfax 
owned by Billy Forteith 
and helmed by son Steven 
clinched an impressive 
victory at this year’s Brewin 
Dolphin Scottish Series at 
Tarbert last weekend. 

The Oban duo raced with a 
mainly local team including 
sail supremo Chris Owen of 
Owen Sails won IRC Class 
5. Shadowfax, a Beneteau 
31.7, raced with a full suit of 
Owen Sails.

However, it was not plain 
sailing to begin with. 

A bumpy start saw the 
boat recording only sixth 
and eighth placings in the 

However, this was 
overcome with a string 

succeeding races to give 
them equal standing with 
John Allen’s Antix at the 
end of the series. However, 
Shadowfax won the class on 
the last race result. 

a win since the Shadowfax 
entry was very much at the 
eleventh hour. 

A new mast from France 

the event. 
The Shadowfax team has 

also been campaigning for 
an outright win having been 

the last four years. 
Billy Forteith told The

Oban Times: ‘Everyone 
is absolutely delighted 
– the team worked so hard 
together.

‘Steven helmed superbly 
and we had some great starts 

particularly with Antix. 
‘The sailing was excellent 

and we are very pleased to 

bring the class trophy back 
to Oban.’ 

And it was another good 
result for Oban’s Joey Gough 
with Tangle o’ the Isles who 

Class 7. 
Brian Robertson of Mid 

Argyll also had a great series 

towards the aggregate whilst 

John ‘Bodach’ MacKenzie 

this class. 
David Walter of Oban 

Sailing Club took a sweep 

class 10 with his Finngulf 33 
Finesse.

Twig Olsen racing 

Pinot Grigio, a new Salona 

4. Ken Grant of Lochaber 

Tigh Soluis II in IRC 3.  

Sailing

Impressive victory for Steven 
Forteith at Scottish Series

Racing was competitive during the Scottish Series.Racing for pole position during sailing on Monday. 

As well as a large sailing 
contingency from Ireland, 
England and Germany, 
there was also a good 
representation of Argyll 
and Highland boats with 
competitors from Oban, 
Lochaber, Ardrishaig and 
Fort William taking part.

During the four-day regatta 
sailors endured some tough 
weather conditions, with 
blustery winds and heavy 
showers making for some 
exciting sailing.

Jamie Matheson of Brewin 
Dolphin said: ‘This has been 
another excellent regatta 
which I really feel brought 
the event back to the heart of 
the village of Tarbert.’

West coasters were also 
part of the winning teams in 
the big boat classes. Chris 
Cooper from Glencoe and 
Angus Stevenson of Oban 
raced aboard Alan Hogg’s 
Argie Barge in IRC 1 and 
took a close class win. Peter 
Watt from Glencoe Boat 
Club raced aboard Keith 
Lord’s A’Crewed Interest 

Ian Cleaver was seventh 
in Sportsboat Class 1 with 
Clapped Out Toyboy whilst 
Tarbert’s Ruairidh Scott 
came fourth in Sportsboat 
Class 2 with the new Melges 
20 Red. 

Results
IRC Class 1: 1 Argie Bargie 

(A Hogg) 12pts, 2 Playing 
FTSE (J Anderson) 14pts, 3 
Local Hero (G Howison) 16pts, 
IRC Class 2: 1 Impetuous (R 
Fildes) 10pts, 2 Bateleur 97 (C 
Bonar) 16pts, 3 Tan It (P & R 
Harris) 23pts, IRC Class 3: 1 
Christie Cancer Care (Hyland/
Biggs) 10pts, 2 Salamander 
XX (J Corson) 11pts, 3 A-
Crewed Interest (K Lord) 
25pts,  IRC Class 4: 1 niJinsky 

Bleu (R Killops) 15pts, 3 Hops 
(Bolton/Robertson) 18pts, IRC 
Class 5: 1 Shadowfax (B & 
S Fortieth) 14pts, 2 Antix (J 
Allen) 14pts, 3 Chia Chia (P & 

6: 1 Aquasmart (C Davis) 6pts, 
2 Skywalker (I Laidlaw) 12pts, 
3 Celtic Spirit (B Robertson) 

(P Doig) 6pts, 2 Tangle O’The 
Isles (J & V Gough) 8pts, 3 
Piecemaker (S Hamilton) 10pts, 

McVey) 5pts, 2 What’s New 

Pussykate (S Scott) 6pts, 3 

Knowles) 5pts, 2 Lady Rhona 
(I Cameron) 7pts, 3 Scary the 

Class 10: 1 Finesse (D Walter) 
4pts, 2 Poppy (J Roberts) 7pts, 
RS Elite: 1 Elite (D MacLean) 
19pts, 2 Fullmarks (M Brien) 
22pts, 3 E’Tu (S Powell) 26pts, 
Sportsboat Class 1: 1 Tabula 
Rasa (C Frize) 11pts 2 Water 
Tiger (C MacDonald) 22pts, 
3 Filska (M Smith) 33pts, 
Sportsboat  Class 2: 1 Prelude 
(Manuel/Bourke) 16pts, 2 
Haggis (E Mackay) 23pts.

Scottish is 
at heart of 
Tarbert

The Scottish Series provided a colourful spectacle in tarbert over the weekend.

Racing spectacle sees new trophy head to north-west
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Leagues

Premier Division

North Division 1

North Division 2

North Division 3

South Division 2

South Division 1

Shinty

Fort William 
Kingussie
Oban Camanachd
Kyles Athletic
Glenurquhart
Lochaber

Bute
Inveraray
Glenorchy

Skye
Kilmallie
Strathglass
Lovat
Caberfeidh
Kinlochshiel
Beauly
Inverness
Lochcarron

Glenurquhart
Fort William 
Lovat
Kingussie
Glengarry
Kilmallie
Skye
Newtonmore
Caberfeidh
Kinlochshiel

Lochside Rovers
GMA 
Inveraray
Oban Celtic
Ballachulish
Kilmory
Tayforth

Strachur
Taynuilt 

Col Glen
GMA
Aberdour
Bute
Glenorchy
Ballachulish

Aberdeen Uni
Lochaber
Beauly
Lochaber
Boleskine
Strathglass
Inverness
Lochcarron
Ardnamurchan
Kincraig

Shinty
fixtures

Shinty

Results

6  4 1 1  12  7    9
6  3 2 1  19 12   8
5  3 1 1  10  7    7
6  3 1 2  15 14   7
8  3 1 4  15 16   7
6  3 1 2  10 11   7

3  1 1 1   4  5     3
8  1 1 6 10  19   3
6  0 2 4   6  15   2 

7  5 1 1  16  8  11
5  4 0 1  21 11   8
4  2 0 2  12  5    4
4  1 2 1    6  4    4
5  2 0 3    6  9    4
3  1 1 1    5  4    3
4  1 1 2    4  8    3
7  1 1 5    2-22  3
1  0 0 1    0  1    0

6  6 0 0  25  8  12
3  2 0 1    8  3    4
4  2 0 2  12 14   4
2  1 1 0    4  3    3
4  1 1 2  10 10   3
4  1 0 3    5 11   2
5  0 0 5    6 21  -2

9  8 1 0  38  8  17
7  6 0 1  31  9  12
9  5 0 4  25 16 10
8  5 0 3  20 16 10
7  2 2 3  14 12  6
6  3 0 3    9 17  6
8  2 1 5  15 30  5
7  2 0 5  11 20  4
5  0 0 5   7  23   0
4  0 0 4   5  24   0 

8  5 1 2  15 6   11
4  4 0 0  19 6    8

7  3 1 3  15 16  7
5  2 1 2  11-17  5
5  2 0 3  18-11  4
6  2 0 4  11-14  4
5  1 1 3    5-9    3
5  0 0 5    2-24  0

9  7 1 1  29-7   15
7  5 1 1  25-7   11
8  5 0 3  24-8   10
8  5 0 3  27-18 10
9  4 1 4  19-16  9
7  4 0 3  26-18  8
6  2 0 4  12-19  4
5  2 0 3    5-17  4
7  1 0 6    6-34  2
8  0 1 7  10-39  1 

Marine Harvest Premier Division
Glenurquhart 6 Glenorchy 1; Lochaber 3 
Inveraray 1 North Division One Kilmallie 7 
Inverness 0; Caberfeidh 0 Skye 1; Kinlochshiel 
P Beauly P North Division Two Skye 0 
Glenurquhart 8 South Division One Lochside 
Rvs 5 Tayforth 0; Ballachulish P Kilmory P; 
Glasgow MA P Oban Celtic  P 
South Division Two Col Glen 4 Glenorchy 0
MacTavish Cup Newtonmore 2 Fort William  
1; Lovat 4  Kingussie 7

Oban Camanachd 2 Kyles 0
Camanachd Cup 2nd Round
Bute 2 Lochcarron 0
Strathdearn Cup Lochaber 0 Lochcarron 
1; Kinlochshiel 1 Lovat 6; Caberfeidh 0 Fort 
William 7; Boleskine 0 Kilmallie 1; Aberdeen 
Uni 0 Glengarry 1; Lochbroom 0 Kingussie 6; 
Beauly 5 Kincraig 0; Strathglass 2 Newtonmore 
5 Bullough Cup Ballachulish 1 Inveraray 3; 
Strachur 1 Taynuilt 2; Bute 2 GMA 0; The Scots 
2 Aberdour 4

Shinty
Glasgow Celtic 

Society Cup 

Oban Camanachd 2
Kyles  0

Shinty

MacTavish Cup 

Lovat 4 Kingussie 7
Newtonmore 2
Fort William 1

Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup ¼ Final
Glenurquhart   v   Caberfeidh    
Neil Ferguson 12 noon
Kyles   v   Kingussie
Robert Baxter Jnr
Lovat     v   Kincraig
Derek Cameron 12noon
Newtonmore v Fort William    
Graham Irving 
MacPhee and Partners
Macaulay Cup 1st Round
Kingussie    v   Kilmallie
John MacPhee
Lochaber    v   Strathglass    
David Mitchell
Oban Camanachd   v   GMA  
Billy Wotherspoon 
Glasgow Celtic Society 
Cup Semi Final
Inveraray    v   Bute
Ronnie Campbell
Balliemore Cup 
¼ Final
Lovat     v   Lochcarron
Calum Duff 
Balliemore Cup 
Semi Final
Kinlochsheil   v  Kilmory    
Charles Young 
Premier Division
Glenorchy   v   Fort William    
Ted McDonald
Glenurquhart  v  Kyles 
Graham Cameron 
North Division 1
Beauly    v   Inverness
John Sloggie
Skye     v   Caberfeidh
Donald MacRae
South Division 1
BallachulishvLochside Rvrs   
Duncan Kerr
Oban Celtic    v   Tayforth    
Colin MacDonald
North Division 2
Kilmallie    v   Glengarry
Jock Matheson 
South Division 2
Ballachulish    v   Bute
Jim Innes 12.00 Throw Up
GMA  v   Aberdour    
Innes Wood
Glenorchy    v   Col Glen
Dougie Cameron 12noon
Taynuilt    v   Strachur    
Willie Anderson  
North Division 3
Beauly    v   Aberdeen Uni  
John MacPhee 12noon
Lochaber    v   Inverness
Ron Kennedy 11.30 
Lochbroom    v   Strathglass    
John Angus Gillies
Lochcarron    v   Ardnamurchan   
John MacLeod

Newtonmore                   4  1 3 0   9  4     5

TAYNUILT move into the next 
round of the Bullough Cup 
and a derby match against near 
neighbours Glenorchy after 
coming back from a goal down at 
Strachur to snatch victory in the 
closing stages.

Strachur came under early 
pressure but Taynuilt looked 
shot-shy and squandered the 
chances they did create with over-
elaborate play. 

The visitors then paid the 
penalty when the home side took 

the lead after 36 minutes when a 
quick free hit allowed Strachur’s 

home.
In a repeat of the opening action 

game to Strachur at the start of the 
second period but were denied an 

and goalkeeper until the 76th 
minute when Willie Neilson cut-

to the roof of the Strachur net.
With eight minutes left to play 

Willie Gillies scored from 25 
yards to take Taynuilt into the 
second round of the Bullough 
Cup and a derby cup tie against 
Glenorchy.

OBAN Camanachd booked 
their place in the Glasgow 
Celtic Society Cup Final 
at Old Anniesland on June 
20 with a two goals against 

side of the interval whistle at 

The cup tie then came 
under threat as the heavens 
opened and the players 
struggled to maintain their 
momentum amid torrential 
rain.

In an even and entertaining 

Ian MacMillan broke the 
deadlock after 40 minutes 
and when Scott MacMillan 
doubled the home side’s 

was beyond the visitors’ 
reach.

Oban Camanachd will 
now await the outcome of 
this Saturday’s other seim-

and Bute.

Lovat almost created a 

stage before losing late goals 
against Kingussie. The North 
Division One side drew level 
three times during the match 
before losing three late goals 
in an 11-goal thriller at 
Balgate.

Ronald Ross marked his 

scoring twice and Russel 
Dallas netting the opener 
after 25 minutes.

Lovat’s James MacPherson 
equalised at 1-1 then James 
MacKenzie netted a goal 
each side of half-time to take 
the score back to 3-4 before 
Greg Matheson levelled at 4-
all with 20 minutes to play.

injury and suspension saw 

changed and young line-up 
against Fort William but 

early nerves were settled 

the opening goal past Fort 
keeper Scott McNeil after 
three minutes.

In an open and end-to-end 
cup tie sensibly and evenly  
handled by Oban referee 

William enjoyed much of the 
ball in the opening half-hour 
but their pacy fowardline of 

Simpson  and Gary Innes 

through the home defence.
Gary Innes got Fort 

back in the game with a 
goal in the 39th minute but 
Newtonmore regained the 
lead straight from the restart 
when Stephen MacDonald’s 
low shot from the right 
cannoned off McNeil’s heel 
and into the net.

John MacDonald almost 
put Fort William level when 
his low shot took a huge 
bounce off a divit and clipped 

the other end McNeil made 
a great save from a Cheyne 
drive across the keeper.

The second-half produced 
several chances for both 

for whom youngster Rory 

held out to claim a place in 

Inverness on June 13.

Camanachd Cup
2nd Round

Bute 2 Lochcarron 0

Kyles’ Grant Irvine gets his shot away despite the attentions of Oban Camanachd defender David 
Picture - John MacTavish

Camanachd
book place 
in Celtic 
Cup final

Kingussie overcome 
Lovat in 11-goal thriller

Newtonmore oust 
Fort William in 
MacTavish Cup

Bullough Cup 
1st round

Strachur 1 Taynuilt 2

Taynuilt move into next round of Bullough CupShinty

Bute go through

BUTE will meet Inveraray 
in the next round of the 
Camanachd Cup after the 
island-based team defeated 
Lochcarron 2-0 last 
Saturday.

Hector Whitelaw opened 

with Robert (Zeb) Walker 
clinching the tie with a 
second goal 15 minutes from  
time.

KINGUSSIE’S Ronald Ross 

in Scotland to record one 
thousand career goals.

Last weekend the 34-year-
old forward achieved the 
milestone in a MacTavish 
Cup match against Lovat and 
statistics are to be forwarded 
to the Guinness Book of 
Records.

The exploit is also a notable 
milestone for Scottish sport 
with only a few individuals 
in the world having managed 
such a formidable tally.

Brazilian footballer Pele 
famously scored more 

although Fifa contested the 
latter player’s claim.

with his third goal in the 7-
4 victory over Lovat which 
sent Kingussie into the 

Ross records 1,000 senior career goals

televised MacTavish Cup 
Final on June 13.

taking his career total to 
1001.

‘I never ever set out to 

tallied up all my goals from 

there was well over 800 so I 
just started counting forward 
from that. I didn’t keep a 
check beforehand.The goals 
I scored in second team 

even though I scored 65 in 

one season.
‘The goals are all in senior league and 

cup competitions and internationals with 
Scotland.’

Ross started playing shinty at the age of 
three and it soon became apparent he was 
specially gifted.

Number two in Scotland at tennis while 

shinty. 

garden to stop the enthusiastic Ross breaking 
windows with his ball. Since then his scoring 
feats have made him the highest marksman in 

pipped the likes of Olympian Shirley 
Robertson and athlete Lee McConnel to the 
Spirit of Scotland award in 2003.

Camanachd Association said: ‘Ronald is 

sport.
‘He is the complete player.’

5  4 0 1  11-4    8Kyles Athletic

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£750

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
 The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 
until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
 If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
 The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
 In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
 The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
 Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are: 
F MacRae, Inverailort Cottages, Lochailort, Inverness-shire and D Cameron, Wades Road, Inverlochy, Fort William
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Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by 
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Will see a mixture of sunny spells and scattered showers 
or longer spells of rain. Winds moderate south-westerly. 

Temperatures 7ºC to 14ºC
Friday

Will be dry with sunny spells. Winds moderate south-
easterly. Temperatures 7ºC to 17ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
Will be dry but cloudy with some sunny spells. Winds 

moderate south-easterly on both days. 
Temperatures 7ºC to 17ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, May 28, 2009

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
 Date  am    pm
Thur 02.23 0.8 08.16 3.5 14.31 0.7 20.28 3.7
Fri 03.20 1.0 09.10 3.2 15.24 0.8 21.23 3.5                 
Sat 04.21 1.2 10.14 3.0 16.22 1.0 22.26 3.3
Sun 05.29 1.3 11.37 2.9 17.24 1.1 23.43 3.2
Mon 06.43 1.4 12.59 2.9 18.30 1.2 **.** *.*
Tues 01.08 3.1 07.55 1.4 14.04 3.0 19.38 1.3
Wed 02.16 3.1 08.55 1.4 14.56 3.1 20.42 1.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Sport

e-mail: sport@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk
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Pictured are players from high school football teams from Rothesay, Oban, Dunoon, Lochgilphead, Tarbert and 
Campbeltown taking part in the Argyll active schools tournament held at Oban Lorne Rugby Club last week. 

thanked Oban Lorne RFC, school staff and referees who made the tournament possible.

Argyll teams get active in tournament

Mull salutes 
young three 
peaks heroes

team.

Youngsters triumph in tough islands three peaks race
AthleticsA TEAM of youths from 

Tobermory High School 

in the Scottish Islands Three 
Peaks race last week.

a ‘screaming’ sail between 
Lamlash on Arran and the 

an event which includes a 

10km run round Oban, a 20-
mile race to the summit of 
Ben More on Mull, a race on 
Jura and a four-hour run to 
Goat Fell summit.

All in the event includes 
a 60-mile run, 11,500ft of 
climbing, and a 160-mile 
sail which this year included 
some of the ‘wildest’ seas 
an experienced competitor 
had ever seen during sailings 
between Jura and Arran.

The Tobermory High 
School Youth Team included 
runners Dexter Govan, Sam 
Downing, Craig Tomison, 
Iain McDowell, Angus 
Cowe, Donald Halbert, 
Finlay Carmichael, and 
Steven Higson. 

School teacher John 
Coyle also wanted to thank 
all in the community who 
supported the team especially 
skipper John Denholm, 
Lawrence, and Steven who 
safely carried the team on 
their 45-foot yacht, Lark. 
An amazing 40 of the 55 
teams involved were forced 
to retire due to injury or the 
tough conditions last week 
with Tobermory’s youth 

Teacher John Coyle said: 
‘We headed to the Mull of 
Kintyre and the combined 
forces of the wind and the 

wildest seas I have ever seen 
in the Inner Hebrides and 
gave the team the hardest 
conditions imaginable to 
prepare for the four hour run 
on Arran to Goatfell summit 
and back.’ 

Mull youngster 

Jim Clark
Rallying

YOUNG Mull driver Craig 

class at the Jim Clark Reivers 
rally in the Borders.

Craig, with co-driver 
Derek Forsyth from Conon 

from over 160 cars in his 
Vauxhall Nova.

The win in class two of the 
race leaves 18-year-old Craig 
in contention for the Scottish 
junior title this year.

OBAN
managed to begin their 

against Stirlingshire side 
Gargunnock on Sunday at a 
rainy Taynuilt.

In a game played in damp 
conditions, Oban’s Tristan 
Carre was the man of the 
match to see Oban home by 
eight wickets. 

Gargunnock’s openers 
Steven Lloyd and John 
Thompson coped well with 
the initial attack and put on 

bowled by Tristan Carre for 
27.

Saints lose two 
games in a row
OBAN Saints travelled to 
Kintyre Park, Campbeltown, 
last Wednesday evening with 
a much changed line-up but 
returned back up the road on 
the end of a 3-2 defeat. 
 Pupils opened the scoring 
in the seventh minute when 
the ever-alert Gary Grumoli 
pounced on a short passback 
to slide the ball home.
 At the other end Neil McKay 
made a brillianst save from a 
Sean Ford overhead kick to 
keep his team in front.
 Campbeltown’s Mark 
Barrett was unlucky to see 
a tremendous strike come 
back off the post with the 
Saints keeper beaten all 
hands down. 
 Allan MacKay equalised 
for  Saints midway through 
the half when he was sent 
clear before slotting the ball 
past Neil McKay.
 The homesters regained 
their lead shortly after when 
slack marking at a corner 
allowed Paul Grumoli to 
jump unchallenged to head 
the ball home.
 After the restart the visitors 
took the game to their Argyll 
rivals and scorned two or 
three good chances until 
eventually Allan MacKay 
was sent through and he 
calmly shot past the keeper 
to make the score 2-2.

60 seconds, as straight from 
the kick-off a long ball 
caught the Saints defence 
napping and Gary Grumoli 
netted his second goal of the 

3-2.
Saints played their fourth 

game in eight days when 

they took on Kilpatrick at 
Glencruitten last Saturday.
 The visitors opened the 

with a well take goal from 
Gordon Martin.
 The home side equalised 
before the break when a 
Donald Campbell shot was 

Kilpatrick defender.
 The visitors regained the 
lead ten minutes from time 
through Paul Crerand.
 The home side created 
several excellent chances 
to equalise, but these were 
missed.
 Ross Maitland hit the post 
with a free kick and when 
Willie Gemmell hit the 
cross bar everybody knew it 
wasn’t going to be their day 
with the Oban side suffering 

season.
This weekend Saints play 

of the season. 
On Saturday they travel to 

take on Duncanrig in East 
Kilbride and on Sunday 
they play St Joseph’s FP 
at Glencruitten. The game 
kicks-off at 2pm.

OBAN Saints under 13 
team are just one point 
away from emulating their 
under 14 colleagues by 
winning the Dunbartonshire 
Development League.
 They are sitting joint top of 
the league with Clydebank 
BC who have completed all 

 Saints have one game left 
- home to Helensburgh with 
a point being enough to give 
them the championship.
 Last Saturday they defeated 
Strathleven 3-0 away from 
home. Goalscorers were 
Scott Goldie (2) and Rory 
Bruce.

Football

In reply Oban started 
badly losing openers Andrew 
Leach and Ronnie Kelly 
early. 

However, any thoughts of 
a collapse were quickly put 
to bed by Tristan Carre and 
Allan Laycock who played 
superbly to secure the victory 
for Oban.

and Allan Laycock was also 
unbeaten on 30 as Oban 
completed the victory. 

against Comrie at Taynuilt 

on Sunday May 31. The 

League match of the season 
was played at Carradale last 
Sunday with victory for Mid 
Argyll by 52 runs. 

cold conditions where run 
scoring was generally very 

The Mid Argyll score was 
dominated by an outstanding 
knock by Chris Fox who 
scored elegantly with some 

He scored a career best 66 
before he was stumped from 

Kintyre half marathon record smashed
Paul Arcari from Kilbarchan AAC broke the gents Mull of Kintyre half marathon 

Season starts with convincing wins 
for Oban and Mid Argyll teams

Cricket

Saints 13s 
one point 
away

Football

a McMillan delivery as he 
was trying to push the score 
along.

During this spell he was 
ably supported by Mahesh 
Eevuri (23) and Tim Lister 
(19).

Mid Argyll ended on 151 
for 9 from their 40 overs.

Peter Stogdale (30) and 
Steven Walker (40) soon got 
Carradale on target for the 
152 total they needed. 

Carradale though could 
only manage 99.

Overall the highlight of the 
day was the exceptionally 

sides.

THE second race in this 
year’s Atlantis 5km series 
took place at Barcaldine 
forest last Wednesday 
evening.

Twenty-six athletes toed 
the line and from the off 
visitor Paul Thompson 
from Helensburgh made his 
intentions clear and stretched 

Mike Bossard along with 
Tim Brand and Gregor 
Macgregor worked hard to 

Tough tests in Atlantis 5km series
Athletics

close the gap, with Mike 
coming through the strongest 
over the roughest sections 
and taking the win in 19.01 
with Paul second in 19.25 
and Gregor having a strong 

third in 19.33.

was developing in the ladies 
race between the previous 
week’s Fearnoch 5km winner 

Arlene Rowan, whose form 
has soared lately and Lizzy 
Rose who usually favours a 
two-day mountain marathon 
race.

Lizzy made short work of 
the course crossing the gorge 

of Arlene in 24.41.
Third was Claire Treasurer 

in 29.42. It was encouraging 
to see many new faces from 
Oban out running and racing 
at Barcaldine. 

Young whistlers join team of new Argyll referees
TWO 16 year old high school 
pupils are among a group of 
eleven referees from Argyll 
who have passed their 

distinction.
The group, which 

comprises eight men and 
three women, all achieved 

more than 90 per cent in the 
Scottish Football Association 
(SFA) Level 1 Referees 
Award.

at both school and 

Football

amateur football level.
Among them were Oban 
High School pupils, 
Kayleigh Tennant and 
Kelsey McMahon, as 
well as S6 pupils Robert 
Alexander and David 

Hunter and Oban High PE 
teacher Lynsey MacKenzie.
Kelsey said: ‘I have been 
playing for the Oban High 
girls’ football team for 

enjoyed it. Of the 11 new 
referees, eight are from the 
Oban area. 

ON SUNDAY the Oban 
Express senior and junior 
leagues recommenced their 
Summer league programme 
at Oban High School.

The day started with a 
minutes applause in memory 
of Rab MacDonald who 
was an active member of 

secretary.
In the senior league the 

boys from Lochgilphead 
Tigers continue to dominate 
and enjoyed wins over 
Spartans, Stoddy Boys, 
Rovers and Cobras with 
their younger counterparts 
the Panthers enjoying a good 
day moving up to second 
spot.

In the juniors Thistle’s 
Kier MacLean got the day 
off to a great start with the 
only goal against the Saints 
under 8s. Thistle went on 
to record victories in their 
two other games with the 
Dolphins and the Galaxy.

Both Saints Boys 
and Benderloch started 
the day undefeated and 
the boys notched two 
wins. Benderloch responded 
with a win over Galaxy but 
then lost to Saints. 

JOHN Jones of the host club 
Glencruitten became the 

Bute Seniors Open.

Andrew McKenzie.
The county would like to 

thank the players who turned 
out in showery conditions 
and thank Glencruitten Golf 
Club for hosting the event.

Results

1 John Jones 58
2 Andrew MacKenzie 63
3 Neil MacDougall 63
4 John Plunkett 64
5 Kevin Mills 64
6 Bill Matthews 64

Jones takes 

seniors
Golf

Senior and 
junior leagues 
underway

Football
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