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Kids go 
FREE

A FORMER top cop has hit out 
after a convicted killer who worked 
in Oban was chosen to show 
visitors around a prison exhibition, 
just three years into his 30-year 
sentence.

Charlie Hendry, a retired detective 
inspector, said it was ‘insensitive’ 
to pick Malcolm Webster as a 
guide for a Holocaust presentation 
in Shotts Prison so soon after the 
murderer’s appeal against his 
sentence was turned down.

Mr Hendry, who led the 
investigation which led to Webster’s 
arrest, said: ‘Whilst understanding 
the prison service needs to occupy 
lifers time I think his appointment 
as guide to this exhibition as pretty 

insensitive to the victims and 
relatives of victims.

‘Webster only recently had his 
appeal comprehensively thrown 
out and the victims had to endure 
that process. He is also without 
doubt a manipulative and cunning 
individual and to put him in such 
close contact with outsiders to the 
prison seems also a bit misguided 
at this early stage of his sentence.’

The exhibition explored the life 
of Holocaust victim Anne Frank 
and was open to pre-arranged visits 
from the public. 

Webster was one of six prisoner-
guides chosen to interact with 
the public, including church 
and heritage groups, as a ‘peer 

educator’ at Anne Frank: A History 
for Today. 

The 54-year-old worked at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital when he was 

wife Claire Morris, aged 32, in 
Aberdeenshire and attempting 
to kill his second wife Felicity 
Drumm in New Zealand. 

At the time he was in a relationship 
with a wealthy NHS Highland 
worker.

making it the longest against a 
single accused in Scottish legal 
history.

A spokesman for The Scottish 
Prison Service said: ‘We do not 
comment on individual prisoners.’

Energy firm
pulls plug on
Islay mast plan
ISLAY opponents to a meteoro-
logical mast on the Isle of Orsay 
off Portnahaven are celebrating 
after Scottish and Southern 
Energy has said it will not being 
going ahead with it.

The mast had received plan-
ning permission in September 
last year and was part of plans to 
develop a 690MW offshore wind 
farm off the coast of Islay.

But when SSE announced in 
March this year that it was shelv-
ing its Islay offshore plans for the 

was sought over the meaning 
of ‘foreseeable future’ and the 
construction of the met mast.

Stuart Graham of Power4Islay, 
the island’s energy group, said 
the decision not to build the mast 
was a relief but not a surprise 
given the decision made by SSE 
in March.

‘‘In the foreseeable future’ 

conditions change rapidly, it will 
not be built in the next two-three 
years,’ he said. ‘There is relief 
in the area that the wonderful 
landscape and environment will 
not be harmed and the possible 
adverse effects on tourism will 
not happen.’

SSE said the mast would not 
be constructed this summer 
as originally planned and an 
application for the offshore 
element would not be submitted 
this year. 

‘I am not in a position to 
comment on when this situation 
might be reviewed,’ added the 
spokeswoman.

No sign of loch 
clean-up
SIGNS of a tidy-up on the 
shores Loch Etive and Loch 
Creran are still being sought by 
an action group.

After last week’s story in The 
Oban Times, Muckairn Mussels, 

appointed as contractors to 
carry out work on the loch. 

The cost of the work will 
be recovered from a previous 
tenant.

 Onshore work by a different 
contractor started last week at 
Loch Creran, near Appin.

Crown Estates is considering 
working with community 
groups to clean various areas 
around the lochs.

Andy MacArthur from action 
group Loch Etive Shores of 
Shame, said: ‘A litter pick is 

surface.’

Retired detective hits out as killer 
gets job as prison ‘peer educator’  

A FAMOUS 150-year-old Mull 
hotel is due to temporarily close 
today as a bitter row over its 
ownership reaches a climax.

The Mishnish pub on Tober-
mory’s waterfront will shut its 
doors so new owners can take 
vacant possession of the hotel, 
bar and restaurant in early June.

‘The Mish’ has been the centre 
of various stories over the years 
- not least its yellow-painted 
frontage. 

But the latest legal battle for the 
building may see the MacLeod 
family lose its generations-old 
control of the hotel. 

The business was handed to a 
trustee in bankruptcy last May 

after Robert MacLeod, aged 62, 

to own the hotel, was declared 
bankrupt. The trustee then 
handed control of the business to 
members of Robert’s family. 

Now two companies, Mishnish 
Enterprises Ltd and Mishnish 

of the business.
The hotel will require to close 

in order for the appointed trustee 
to give vacant possession to the 
new owner.

Hotel manager AJ MacLeod, 
Robert MacLeod’s son, released 
a press statement saying staff 
and pets - including a 17-year-old 
pub cat - were due to be evicted 

from the premises in order to 
give vacant possession.

AJ MacLeod said: ‘Everyone 
loves McGinty [the cat], espe-
cially our younger guests and we 
are not sure where he or some of 
the staff will live.  

‘It seems crazy to close the ho-
tel for a few weeks during a very 
busy time while we conclude the 
transaction.  

‘We have many guests booked 
in who will have their holidays 
cancelled, especially over the 
May holiday weekend. 

‘The trustee’s decision to close 
is bad for Tobermory and our 
business but most of all, bad for 
McGinty’s owners’.

It is understood that as The 
Oban Times  went to press the 
management company run by 
Robert MacLeod’s family was 
due to vacate the premises.

Meg and Les MacLeod - no 
relation to Robert Macleod - of 
Mishnish Enterprises Ltd, previ-
ously ran the hotel side of the 
business before they were forced 
to close in 2013.

They said: ‘Our offer to pur-
chase the Mishnish Hotel has 
been accepted by the trustee 
with an entry date of  June 6.

‘However, there is a pre-emp-
tion on the title of the hotel 
which means that our offer and 
conditions can be matched 

by Robert Macleod’s sister or 
brothers. They have approxi-
mately two weeks left to match 
our offer so we will not actually 
know if we are going to be the 
new owners until just before we 
are to purchase. We are very 
keen for a conclusion as it has 

They added: ‘As the trustee 
was unable to give us vacant 
possession last month our con-
tract to purchase came to an end 
so we had to resubmit our offer, 
hence the new entry date.’ 

AJ MacLeod, the sixth gen-
eration of the MacLeod family, 
said: ‘It’s us that’s buying it off 
the trustee.’

PARENTS and children are 
threatening to boycott a train 
service amid claims that the local 
authority changed their children’s 
transport  arrangements ‘without 
consultation’.

One parent has said he will ‘lie 
down on the track if this lunacy 
goes ahead’.

Last June Argyll and Bute 
Council voted unanimously 
to move children from bus to 
train from Dalmally, Taynuilt 
and Connel. It is only since that 
decision that parents say there 
has been consultation. 

Plans will see children either 
take a ‘sweeper’ bus or walk 
from their homes to the nearest 
train station. When the train 
arrives in Oban more than 120 
children will walk from the 
station to the school.

The new service, parents say, 
will add 45 minutes, or more, onto 
the children’s day - something 
they say is unacceptable.

Dalmally parent Susan 
McLaughlin has questioned 

of the service after her own 
investigations showed that 
transport costs would rise from 
£44,000 to £52,000.

Mrs McLaughlin, a nurse, 
said: ‘In my employment all 
my decisions are made based 
on ethical principles. I assumed 
until quite recently that our 
council used similar ethics in 
their decision making processes 
concerning their constituents’ 
needs, that communities would 
be consulted on matters affecting 
them and treated in a fair 
manner with any agreed changes 

people live in. I am not so naive 
now.  The way that Argyll and 
Bute Council has completely 
disregarded our views is nothing 
short of contemptible.’

Carragh Scott, of Taynuilt, 

said: ‘Many parents have still 

what is going, or indeed asked 
their opinion.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokeswoman said the council 
had made similar transport 
arrangements for pupils in 
Helensburgh for many years and 
it had worked well.

She said: ‘We have met with 
parents and local community 
councils to discuss rail travel 
to school and any issues raised 
directly with us have been 
addressed. 

‘We have also sought the views 
of pupils who will be using the 
service and ensured that they 
had the opportunity to ask any 
questions. 

‘Information sheets have been 
provided and the feedback from 
the vast majority of students has 
been positive. Using the train 
service opens up opportunities 
for after-school and weekend 
employment.

‘There are a number of safe 
walking routes which are already 

number of pupils making their 
way to and from school and 
around the town centre.’ 

to parents, stated ‘... commitment 
was given to ScotRail that 
approximately 120 pupils each 
day would be travelling on this 
enhanced service.’ 

However, in a letter to Michael 
Russell MSP dated April 2014, 
transport minister Keith Brown 
was unaware of any such 
commitment.

service for Oban, page three.

Parents and children from Dalmally, Loch Awe and Taynuilt gathered on Saturday morning on Dalmally Station to protest about the local authority’s ‘lack of 
consultation’ in pushing through taking pupils to school by train. 30_t21trainprotest2

Boycott threat as protest grows 
over pupil train transport plan

Parents claim council 
has switched to rail 
‘without consultation’   

Doors to close on famous Mull hotel 
as legal battle rages over ownership

Broadband complaints 
unfounded say BT
COMPLAINTS about slow broadband 
services are unfounded, claims a spokes-
man for BT.

But poor connections continue to 
be reported to The Oban Times from 
throughout the area.

In places including Benderloch, Bridge 
of Orchy, Lochawe and Appin internet 
customers have to wait long times to get 
any service at all. 

William Brown from Loch Awe side 
said: ‘I downloaded my new software 
in Appin and it took 12 hours. I down-
loaded the same software in Glasgow 
and it took six minutes.’

A BT spokesman said he had checked 
with Openreach, BT Technology Serv-
ice and BT Wholesale and there were 
‘no problems on the radar’. He said: ‘ If 
anyone is experiencing problems with 
their broadband they should report it to 
their service provider.’

Pop Up Restaurant 

Birthdays

Graduations

Weddings

Corporate Meetings

Retirement Parties

Christenings

Anniversaries

Boat Launching

Garden Parties

BBQ Parties

Funerals
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Mull Lines

MULL Eagle Watch is reminding visitors that they need to 
book a space on the ranger-led visits to the sea eagle watching 
point.

The trips are open between Monday and Friday, but with 
limited parking areas it is essential to tell staff if planning a 
visit. 

 To  book a trip call 01680 812556 for a trip, either 10am or 
1pm. 

MULL Musical Minds, a 
small but very important 
project on Mull, has been 
given national recognition 

in the 2014 Care Accolades, 
Working with Local 
Communities category. 

Accolades which is run by 
the Scottish Social Services 
Council takes place at Perth 
Concert Hall on Tuesday 
June 10.  Maureen Dehaney, 

Iona Community Trust 
(MICT) said: ‘We have gone 

and it is sheer joy to see the 
rabble bursting through the 
door. 

ULVA Ferry Housing 
Project has received a 
massive boost with the 

Council’s Rural Housing 
Development Fund. 

The grant will contribute 
towards the construction 

THE HEBRIDEAN Whale and Dolphin Trust (HWDT) is 
holding a Whale Week to raise awareness.

Held between June 8 until the 15, the conservation 
organisation hopes to create a swarm event to create a buzz 
around cetaceans in the Hebrides.

The event also celebrates the 20th anniversary of HWDT. 
The week-long event will include surveying aboard boats and 
evening talks by the trust and other experts. There will also be 
displays available all week.

‘We normally have more 
than 20 people each session 
and Jimmy even brings his 
accordion now and plays 

and home-baking and a 

and the room is a-buzz with 
voices and laughter. It really 
does gladden the heart and 
make it all worthwhile. 
Word is spreading and more 
and more locals are coming 
along. ‘

The group meets every 

1.30pm at An Roth in 
Craignure.  

For more phone Moray 

Uemployment falls
ROSS, Skye and Lochaber 
MP Charles Kennedy has 

that unemployment in the 
constituency has fallen by a 
third in a year.

A total of 629 people, or 1.9 
per cent of the economically 
active population aged 16 to 
64, are seeking work compared 
with 939 in April 2013.

Mr Kennedy said: ‘It is very 
encouraging to see such an 
improvement on last year’s 

THIRD year students from the 
BA (Hons) Adventure Tourism 
Management course at West 
Highland College UHI have 
embarked on an ambitious tour 
around the west coast.

The West Highlands Adventure 
Trail (WHAT), designed by the 
students themselves, will take 
in all 10 college centres from 
Kinlochleven to Ullapool, where 
the expedition ends on June 6.

En route, groups of students 
will take part in a number of 
activities including kayaking, 
mountain biking, climbing, 
sailing and hill walking, as 
well as meeting up with fellow 
learners at the various college 
locations along the way.

The expedition got underway 
last Wednesday with an ascent 

ALMOST 6,000 people in the Highlands are at 
risk of developing serious health complications 
because they are living with undiagnosed 
diabetes, it has emerged.

The shock statistic was revealed by Highlands 
and Islands MSP David Stewart, who was 
appointed the Scottish Parliament’s champion 
for diabetes last year. 

Figures obtained by Mr Stewart from the 
Scottish Government show there are 15,130 
people in the Highlands with diabetes, while 
a further estimated 5,929 with the condition 
remain undiagnosed. Mr Stewart said: ‘Scotland 
has one of the highest incidences of type-2 
diabetes in the world and it is obvious that we 
should be screening those at risk before it ends 

in emergency. Diabetes remains the main cause 
of blindness in people of working age and the 
main contributor to kidney failure, amputations 
and cardiovascular disease.’

will spur on the Scottish Government to act 
and tackle this increasingly alarming trend in 
undiagnosed diabetes cases.’ 

More council 
houses for the 
Highlands
MORE than 100 additional 
council houses are to be built 
in the Highlands over the next 
three years.

The move, sanctioned by the 
planning, development and 
infrastructure committee last 
week, will increase the number 
of new homes built from the 392 
agreed by Highland Council in 
January to 512. The total is in 
addition to new-build houses 
previously agreed.

Chairman Thomas Prag said: 
‘Within our programme we 
have given the commitment 
to work with the Scottish 
Government, housing associa-
tions and the private sector to 
help deliver 5,000 new homes 
by 2017, which will include at 
least 688 council houses and 
other affordable homes.’

COACH operator Scottish Citylink is to upgrade 
its services between Glasgow and Skye. 

The company will deliver new vehicles for the 
route later this year through the introduction of 
a new contract. 

Citylink is evaluating bids from a number 
of coach operators and details of the preferred 
bidder will be announced in due course. 

The move follows customer complaints 
about lack of heating, poor access for disabled 
passengers and surly staff.

Four new vehicles – as well four coaches 

between one and two years old - are to be 
introduced on the route over the summer. 

The news follows an announcement from 
Citylink in December that fares on services to 
and from Skye would be frozen.

Managing director Elizabeth Esnouf said: ‘As 
well as the short-term improvements that we 
have made, we look forward to making even 
more positive changes to the route later this year 
for our existing customers and we believe we 
can encourage even more people to choose our 
greener, smarter coach services in the future.’

Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch MSP Dave 
Thompson, who has been campaigning for 
upgrades on the route, welcomed the news.

He said: ‘This is a real boost for local people 
in Skye and Fort William. It is vital that our 
communities have good quality coach links and 
I am delighted to hear this positive news about 
the route. 

‘I very much look forward to helping launch 
the new vehicles when the time comes and hope 
that local people will continue to make good use 
of these important coach services.’

RITA IZSÁK, the UN Special Rapporteur on 
Minority Issues, delivered the 2014 Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig Lecture at the Gaelic college on Sleat last 
Monday.

Inspired by her own experiences of prejudice 
and discrimination, Ms Izsák has been working 
on human and minority rights for a decade.

In her speech, she explained that her father’s 
family was forcibly moved under post-war 
population transfers from Czechoslovakia to 
Hungary in 1947 because of their Hungarian 
ethnicity, while her mother is of Romany origin.

It was not until the second half of the 20th 
century that the rights of minorities were properly 
recognised in legislation, culminating in the 
1992 UN Declaration on the rights of Persons 
Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and 
Linguistic Minorities. 

Since then, minorities have continued to 
suffer persecution, violence and discrimination, 
highlighting the importance of giving minority 
languages and their speakers proper recognition 
and protection.

She said: ‘I am very glad to learn that Gaelic 
is reviving which is due in no small measure to 

Scottish Christian 
Party tackles Ben
MEMBERS of the Scottish 
Christian Party will be 4,410 
feet closer to God next Saturday 
- if they manage to reach the 
summit of Ben Nevis.

The holy mountaineers will 
leave Achintee around 10am 
and hope to complete the 
climb and descent in around 
seven hours. Local member 
Susan Wallace, who will be in 
charge of catering, declined to 
comment on whether divine 
assistance for clement weather 
was being requested.

SHEFFIELD man Ken Organ 
never met his dad. 

He was killed in an accident on 
August 16 1944 off the coast of 
Tiree at 1.25pm before he was 
born.

The circumstances surrounding 
his death were simply explained 
in that the two aircraft working 
on vital meteorological work 
had a collision. All of the crew 
on both craft, a total of 16  men, 
were lost.

On the day of the accident, 
Kenneth Organ, then aged only 
24, was to be a father to his 
unborn son. 

He had arrived at the Tiree 
RAF Base only a few days 
before. He was in a team of 
experts from the 518 (MET) 
Squadron whose detailed 
metrological work played a huge 
part in determining the date of 
major military operations during 
the second world war.

Even in his 1944 diary, 
returned to his wife and son after 
his death, the date of D-Day was 
changed from the June 5 to 6.

Kenneth’s work was vital to the 
war effort. These were highly 
important and vital operations. 

Despite his young age he was 

Barra airstrip 
approach a
world beater
BEATING Rio De Janeiro and 
Queenstown, Barra Airport has 
been named as one of the top 
three airport approaches in the 
world.

The airport is the only one in 
the world where scheduled and 

take off from the beach. At high 
tide the runways are under water. 

airport approaches poll, readers 
said: ‘Where else in the world can 

stunning coastline and turquoise 
seas before descending over a 
historic harbour castle and land-
ing on a large silver sand beach? 
Totally stunning and totally 
unique. Nothing comes close.’

Another said: ‘Aside from the 
beautiful sands on the beach 
runway at Traigh Mhor, Barra, 
the best thing for me is coming 
in to land and watching the 
Highland cattle grazing in the 
dunes beneath the Twin Otter - 
completely oblivious to the noise 
of the engines above them. It 
really is a sight to behold. Truly 
unique.’

Western Isles MP, Angus 
Brendan MacNeil said: ‘Barra 
Airport is unique and it comes as 
no surprise to me that it has been 
named in the top three airport 
approaches.

‘I know that people who visit 
Barra and who mostly come by 
ferry, watching the plane landing 
on the beach is a great attraction 
to their stay.

‘With Lewis and Harris being 
named as Europe’s top island, 
Uist with the endless beaches 
and beautiful machair areas, this 
is another fantastic boost for our 
tourism industry and I warmly 
welcome this news.’

The top 10 were: 1 Nice Côte 
d’Azur; 2 St Maarten; 3 Barra; 
4 Los Angeles LAX; 5 Aruba; 
6 Rio De Janeiro; 7 Gibraltar; 8 
Squamish; 9 London City and 10 
Queenstown.

Call for special 
protection for St 
Kilda seabirds
THE ROYAL Society for the 
Protection of Birds (RSPB) 
Scotland has proposed 
seven marine sites should be 
designated Special Protection 
Areas (SPA) under EU law.

Scotland’s struggling seabird 
populations are in need of 

long-term decline according to a 
new report by RSPB Scotland. 

Nine seabird species have 
shown sustained declines since 
1996.  Arctic skua have plum-
meted by 80per cent, Arctic tern 
by 72per cent and kittiwakes by 
68per cent. 

The proposed SPA sites 
include the sea north of St 
Kilda. Stuart Housden, Director 
of RSPB Scotland, said: ‘With 
numerous proposed wind 
farm developments ‘queuing 
up’ in the areas that overlap 
key feeding sites for birds, we 
cannot wait any longer. The 
best feeding sites for seabirds 
must be given the protection the 
Government’s own scientists 
say they deserve.’

owned housing at Ulva 

Wyness Architects has been 
appointed to design the 
houses, with construction 
starting later this year.

an experienced pilot having 
been involved in operations in 
Gibraltar and RAF Bawdy in 
Pembrokeshire. 

all accounts - refusing to take 
a commission in order to be 
alongside his team.

On the fateful day of his death, 
two Handly Page Halifax Mark 
V set out from Tiree on an air 
test prior to an intended 8-10 
hour Atlantic operation later that 
day.

Ken junior takes up the story: 

triangular grid. 
‘They would go down to about 

50ft and take the barometric 
pressure and the temperature. 
They would do the same 
measurements at different levels, 
all pre-agreed.’

At 1.25pm in an accident that 
will never really be explained, 
the LL296 piloted by P/O 
Norman Turner collided with the 
Halifax LL186Aircraft piloted 
by Kenneth.

‘It wasn’t until last year,’ Ken 
continued, ‘that my wife Frankie 
and I took a trip to Tiree. I have 
never been. My mum was never 
there. But we had time on our 

hands, and it was on my bucket 
list of things to do.

‘Now that I have been, I feel 
that in some ways a part of me is 
on Tiree with my father.’

The trip was eventful for the 
couple, having only been there 
a few hours Ken decided there 
should be a lasting memorial to 
the men on the island.

But it wasn’t until he was on his 
way home that he met Dr John 
Holliday from Tiree who shared 
Ken’s ambition for a memorial.

From there Ken, John and Mike 
Hughes along with many other 
people, have planned to have a 
memorial on the island marking 
exactly 70 years to the day that 
the 16 crew men died.

They have managed to contact 
15 out of 16 families of the men 
who were killed. It is likely that 
all of them will be on the island 
for the commemoration.

The only man’s family who 
have not been found are those 
of Kenneth Williams. It is still 
hoped that some family of his 
can be found and represented at 
the memorial.

The unveiling of the plaque is 
due to take place on the island on 
August 16 2014 at 1.25pm.

Ferry refit will only 
take a week
PASSENGERS on the Luing 
Ferry were delighted to hear 

40-year-old vessel was only 
going to take one week, in place 
of its normal six weeks.

At the same time the vastly 
reduced refurbishment raised 
questions on the time it had 
taken in previous years.

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council, which 
operates the ferry service, said: 

because major work has been 
completed in previous years 
– for example, last year a new 

Maintenance to a high level will 
continue.’ 

The council spokeswoman 

the reduced time meant a saving 
to the council, she said; ‘We 
don’t have any details about 
costs at this stage.’

A close up of Kenneth’s diary showing a change in the date of 
D-Day. 15_t21tiree2

Ken Organ of Sheffield is part of a group unveiling a memorial to 
16 men who lost their lives in WWII off the coast of Tiree. 15_t21tiree1

Squadron to 
be honoured 
on Tiree
Intriguing history behind memorial

Students, together with programme leader Matt Groves and lecturer Paul Kelly, receive the expedition baton from college principal 
and chief executive Lydia Rohmer at the Old Fort in Fort William before they set off last week.

of Ben Nevis and a cycle to 
Kinlochleven.

Students then headed west to 
Strontian and Kilchoan and this 
week reached Mallaig by kayak 
from Ardnamurchan and by foot 

Rendezvous
The next leg involves a hike 

from Knoydart over to Loch 
Duich and a kayak down to the 
loch for a Monday morning 
rendezvous with students from 
the Auchtertyre campus on the 
shoreline.

The students are carrying with 
them an expedition baton for 
collecting communiques from 
other students and communities 
around the college centres as it 
travels through Lochaber, Skye 
and Wester Ross.

the hard and committed work of this institution 
which I have had the honour of visiting. 

‘I do hope that the trend for more young people 
to become interested in mastering Gaelic will 
continue and that there will be more and more 
bilingual signs, media programmes and events 
conducted in Gaelic all over the country.’

Many minority languages were still under 
threat globally, she said, and needed to be 
protected by law, while speakers still were not 
being given the chance to be educated in their 
native language. 

‘In some countries the use of minority languages 
has been deemed a threat to national unity and 
an attempt by minorities to reinforce territorial 
or separatist claims, and has consequently been 
restricted or banned,’ she said

‘Attempts to prohibit or abolish the use of 
minority languages constitutes a gross violation 
of minority rights.’

She added: ‘Sabhal Mòr Ostaig is a true gem 
and should serve as a model for all linguistic 
communities on how language and a community 
should be preserved and advanced.’

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig’s principal, Professor Boyd 
Robertson, said afterwards: ‘Rita Izsák provided 
a truly fascinating and perceptive overview 
of the condition of minorities throughout the 
world.

‘She set the challenges facing Gaelic in an 
international context and commended the steps 
that had been taken to revitalise the language.’

Rita Izsák, left, with SMO board of directors 
vice chairperson Aideen O’Malley and college 

principal Professor Boyd Robertson. 

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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on west coast
adventure trail

Gaelic at annual college lecture

Coach operator to upgrade Glasgow/Skye service

MSP voices concern over number of undiagnosed diabetes cases in Highlands
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A GROUP of Gaelic language 
learners travelled from 
Renfrewshire to visit Argyll 
and Bute Council’s Furan 
language centre in Oban – on 
a Gaelic guided tour.

The 26 learners had a tour 
of the learning centre and met 
local Gaelic speakers at the 
centre’s conversation group.

The visitors, Clann Gaidhlig 
(children of Gaelic) were 
invited to visit after the Oban 
and Renfrewshire tutors got 

OBAN Community Play park fundaisers have been given 
£1,000 from West Highland Housing Association.

The voluntary group is raising a substantial amount of cash 
to build a modern play park near the town’s Atlantis Leisure 
Centre. 

on to work as a Hydrant Operative in 2006 worked at North 

COLIN Wilson, Royal 
National Lifeboat Instution 
volunteer, has been commend-
ed for his remarkable record in 
responding to incidents at sea.

Lorn Lines

Colin Wilson sporting his 500 Shouts t-shirt. 

John MacLean, second from right, is presented his long 
service trophy by Station Commander Martin Hill. 15_t21fire1

The Renfrewshire Gaelic learners outside Furan in Oban.

The Oban doctor has given 
25 years’ service and is a very 
experienced seaman. He was 
also given a t-shirt for this 
laudable accomplishment!

together and organised the tour. 
The Furan language centre has 
established regular learning 
workshops, sessions bringing 
together older people who speak 
Gaelic, a presence on the local 
radio and Gaelic Bookbug 
sessions for children throughout 
Argyll and Bute.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Gaelic Language Plan recog-
nises the importance of Gaelic 
and promotes the learning, use 
and study of the language.

Police called to 
Oban hospital
AN 18-YEAR-old has been 

after causing a disturbance at 
the Lorn and Islands Hospital 
in Oban.

Staff called police in the 
early hours of Saturday after 
an incident at the accident and 

said they did not tolerate 
any incidents of violence 
- particularly towards the 
emergency services.

POLICE were requested to 

Sunday lunchtime in Connel.
When they arrived on the 

scene a car had come off the 
road and collided with a sign 
for a licensed premises. Police 
are not taking the matter any 
further.

AN ALLEGED assault in the 
early hours of Sunday morning 
got one 26-year-old  partygoer 
into bother.

The incident happened in 
Oban town centre. The matter 
has been reported to the 

 man was 
arrested by police after an 
alleged assault last Saturday.
Police were called to a location 

with the incident. 
A report has been made to the 

AN ALLEGED assault in 
Taynuilt is being reported to 

arrested in the village following 
an incident on Saturday.

POLICE are looking for 
information or witnesses to a 
theft of a generator from a rural 
address in Kilchrenan between 

Oban CID would like 
information about any unusual 
vehicles or people in the area 
who may have seen something 
that may help solve the crime. 
Police can be contacted on 101. 
Ask for Oban CID.

sign is being investigated by 
Oban police.

Any information should be 

A GROUP campaigning for 
improved water safety on an 
Argyll loch has been given 
permission to buy a piece of land 
on the shoreline.

LochWatch Loch Awe reached 
agreement with landowners 
Forestry Commission Scotland 
(FCS) to buy the ground at 
Kinachreachan, near the t-

Inveraray, last Friday.
The land will now be purchased 

it raising the £5,000 asking 
price and producing a land 
management plan. 

The group proposes to work 
closely with the local community 
to get the best use for the land.

trustee of LochWatch, said: 

step in the process to establish a 
focal point for the charity and 
its aims of saving lives on Loch 
Awe.

‘The piece of land has a 
memorial on it to the four 

years ago - and we hope to use 
the memorial area to serve as 

LochWatch directors, left to right, David Adams McGilp, Murray Humphries, Iain MacKinnon and 
Louise Glen-Lee on the land at Loch Awe-side. Not pictured are directors Jamie McGrigor and 

Roddy McCuish. Photograph by Niamh Adams McGilp.

witness to the many people 
who have lost their lives on 
the loch over the years. The 
trustees of LochWatch are  
grateful to Forestry Commission 
Scotland for giving the charity 
the opportunity to create this 
facility, which may also in 
time make a huge difference to 
emergency services responding 
to an incident on the loch.’

He added: ‘We look forward to 
working with partner agencies 
to help save lives and to make 
activities on or near the water 
safer for everyone.’

FCS spokesperson Donald 

Commission Scotland is very 
pleased that the LochWatch 
community group was able to 
use the National Forest Land 
Scheme to gain approval to 
purchase the land. The site at 
Kinachreachan is well positioned 
for the intended purpose and we 
wish LochWatch every success 
in working with the emergency 

The group plans to raise 
the £5,000 through voluntary 
donations and an application to 
the Scottish Land Fund.

A NEW harvesting manager has been 

oversee timber extraction in the area.

now responsible for an area stretching from 
Inveraray to Campbeltown in the south and 
Glencoe in the north as well as the Isle of 

colleagues, include getting a pier in place 

transport of timber off the island.
Sawmill

Agreement has been reached that trees 

commercial species and native hardwoods 
- and planted less intensively.

constructing 16kms of forest roads to 

as a contracts supervisor in 2005, said: ‘A 
number of spruce forests were planted in 

were different. 
‘Now that commercial pressures have 

increased and there is a demand for home-

can unlock the potential of the woodland. 
‘We estimate that there could be around 

three quarters of a million tonnes of timber 
available to extract over a 10-year period. 

‘Once the older trees have been harvested, 

that will be ready to harvest.’
He added: ‘I feel very lucky to be working 

in the most beautiful part of Scotland and 
to have such an interesting and rewarding 

harvesting.’

trail along the coastline of Argyll 
- including shelters, access points 
to the sea, racks and car parking 
- is nearing completion.

The Argyll Coastal Waters 
initiative will see the 150km 
sea kayaking trail link Ganavan 
in Oban to Helensburgh, via 
Clachan Seil, Arduaine, the 
Crinan Canal, Tarbert and 
Toward Quay at Dunoon.

Access sites en route are now 

Loch safety group buys 
shoreline land for base

FREE school lunches will be provided throughout the 
area, despite some schools not having kitchens - or 
dinner ladies.

Concerns being raised by parents in primary schools 
such as Iona and Ulva are being addressed, says Argyll 
and Bute Council.

Free school meals are part of the Scottish Government’s 

pupils up to primary three. 
Argyll and Bute Council says it is working closely with  

Education Scotland and the Scottish Government.
The authority said: ‘This issue affects a number of 

Scottish local authorities and, like them, the council 
is working closely with Education Scotland and the 
Scottish Government to identify the best way forward. 

‘Any meals we provide will, as always, meet the 
required standards. 

‘Our work on quality school meals will continue. For 
example, earlier this year our primary school meals 
team was awarded the Soil Association Bronze Food for 

We will continue to build on the progress already 
made, aiming to achieve Silver standard.’

West Argyll harvesting manager Iain Moody checks the 
quality of the wood.  

Free school lunches 
will be on menu

New manager appointed to 
oversee timber extraction

board walkway at Crinan Bridge 

Rack shelters are in place at 
Bute Forest and Ganavan and one 
at Tarbert should be completed 
by the end of August. It is hoped 
work on the Helensburgh site 
will be complete by the end of 
the month.

Delivered by Argyll and Bute 
Council and Oban-based social 

aims to develop paddle sports 
with local clubs. 

An apprenticeship programme 
has also seen four apprentices 
placed with Argyll-based 
businesses – two with Stramash 
itself and two at the Lochgoilhead 
National Activity Centre. 

apprentice with Stramash, said: 
‘The apprenticeship has been 
providing me with personal 
development opportunities 

across a range of outdoor 
activities. 

‘The combination of experience 

allow me to successfully develop 
a career within the outdoor 
industry.’

Coastal Communities Fund, 
Argyll and the Isles LEADER 
programme and Argyll and 
Bute Council and costs around 
£300,000. 

Coastline kayak trail nears completion

Isle of Mull mourns 
death of boatman  
THE BODY of a boatman was 
found on Saturday morning 
after his only passenger 
alerted police that he had gone 
overboard.

was transporting his passenger 
to the island when the incident 
occurred. The man, who has not 
been named, managed to paddle 
the boat ashore from Loch 
Tuath before calling for help at 

Coastguard teams from 
Knock, Tobermory, Craignure 

Stornoway Coastguard’s 
search and rescue helicopter 

operation with Tobermory and 

farm and members of the public. 

northern shore of Ulva.
Tobermory coxswain Andrew 

very well respected gentleman 
will be a devastating blow to the 
local community on the west 

‘Our thoughts are with the 
families and friends of those 
involved at this very sad time.’

HIE backed 
liquidated firm 
with £3m 
FINAL accounts of 
pharmaceutical company 
Aquapharm, which went 
into liquidation last year, 
show it received £3 million 
from Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) over 10 years.

An HIE spokeswoman 
said: ‘Over the 10 years that 
HIE supported Aquapharm, 
the funding we contributed 
represents only a tiny 
percentage of HIE’s overall 
investment budget. Without 
public assistance the business 
would not have been established 
and the potential opportunities 
for the region would not have 
been explored. HIE’s role is to 
support ambitious businesses 
across the region that have the 

contribution to our economy. 
‘We are currently examining 

all the circumstances around 
the liquidation of Aquapharm 
and seeking to identify lessons 
which will help to guide our 
future decision making.’

HIE’s initial investment 
budget for 2014/15 is 

Groups pledge 
to Keep Scotland 
Beautiful
FOUR community groups from 
Argyll and Bute have signed up 
to Keep Scotland Beautiful’s 
2014 It’s Your Neighbourhood 
campaign.

Isle of Colonsay Community 
Garden, Key Housing Pickers, 
Taynuilt Community Council 
and Wildlife Watch Group 
– Innellen have all signed up.

The campaign sits at the heart 
of the Keep Scotland Beautiful 
work to make Scotland the 
cleanest country in Europe. 

BUSINESS TRAINING COURSES
>Book-keeping/VAT and PAYE* £100, 4th June - Kilchoan

>Personal Licence Refresher* £90, 25th June (1/2 day) - Kilchoan

>RYA courses: VHF Radio*, Powerboat Level 2 and Advanced*, 
Day Skipper Theory and Yacht Master Theory*, dates tbc - Mallaig

>Three day First Aid* £225, 16th-18th June - Fort William

>One day First Aid* £80, 27th June - Fort William

                           

                                 

Contact BEST on 01397 874874
www.whc.uhi.ac.uk
West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193)

* Courses are 
ILA eligible

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

THE FIRST of six new, long-
awaited train services was 
welcomed into Oban Station 

- doubling the number of daily 
trains to and from the town.

Funded by ScotRail, the new 

include an early morning com-
muter train from Oban which 

and a 5.20am service to Oban 
arriving at 8.36am.

The other northbound new 

is an extra train at 2.41pm and 
-

edonian Sleeper at Crianlarich.
The train, driven by Stewart 

-
ducted by Gavin Bell, Oban, 
and overseen by Ian Campbell of  
Dalmally, arrived on time and 
was greeted by many of those 
who have campaigned for new 
services to Oban for a number 

Around 30 community and public organisation representatives and politicians gathered to 
welcome the first 5.10am from Glasgow to Oban on Monday. 15_t21newtrain02

think this is a fantastic new 
service, both in terms of tourism 
and for businesses in Oban,’ 

Dalmally.
‘I think it will be well used,’ 

‘You can see by the number of 
people who got off and who were 
waiting to get on it this morning 

that there is already considerable 

adding: ‘In this momentous year, 
including the Commonwealth 
Games and Homecoming, Oban 
is perfectly placed to take advan-
tage of a boom in tourism.’

Calum Ross, Visitscotland 
board member, Argyll hotelier 
and member of Oban Lorn Tour-
ism Association, said: ‘It is great 
to be able to increase connectiv-

ity which is very important not 

tourists but day visitors from all 
parts of the country.’

He said there was a drive to 
increase day visits to the area 
but the new services also meant 
there were more opportunities 

and get to Oban and beyond 
without driving. 

The Franchise Continuation 

Agreement between Scottish 

in 2013 paved the way for the 
doubling of the number of trains, 
assisted by a groundbreaking 
partnership between HITRANS, 
Argyll and Bute Council and 
First ScotRail.

represents Oban North and Lorn 
and is also a HITRANS board 
member, appealed to people 
to take advantage of the new 
services and use them as much 
as possible. 

‘The opportunities range from 
daily commuting into Oban 
from stations from Crianlarich 
to Connel Ferry to day trips to 
Glasgow for work, education 
and leisure,’ he said. ‘It will have 

the area, making Argyll a more 
attractive place in which to live, 
work, study and play.’

He said it was the start of Oban 
as a west coast transport hub 
include rail, ferry, bus and air 
travel.
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MAYBE it is an age thing, but it seems to me that no sooner are 
trees planted these days than they are ready to be felled. 

I appreciate the commercial necessity for planting fast 
growing Sitka spruce and European larch, but I cannot help 
thinking that our landscape would be greatly improved by many 
more oak, ash, plane and, dare I say, a few acres of Chilean 
pine that do so well in the glens of South America which has a 
similar climate to our own.

As far as I can see the only broadleaf species of any quantity 
planted in Morvern during the past four decades, has been on 
the edges of Sitka spruce plantations to satisfy a nebulous grant 
requirement. 

These thin lines of trees might add a bit of colour to begin 
with, but in reality they are no more than a sop or an apology 
and will be destroyed when the main crop is taken out in later 
years.

The land round the head of Loch a’ Choire, Kingairloch, is 

would have been when viewed from a boat entering the loch 
in early spring or late autumn, if broadleaves, instead of Sitka 
spruce, had been planted 40 years ago.

It isn’t as though the soil in Morvern cannot support anything 
other than conifers. Professor John Walker, Scottish minister 
and Regius Professor of Natural History, Edinburgh University, 
in his report on famous Highland trees dated 1808, mentions 
that there were many oaks growing in the parish in 1764 with 
girths exceeding 17 feet. 

In 1909 the Rev Alexander MacDiarmid, the United Free 
Church minister in Morvern and an antiquarian, wrote, 
‘Perhaps the greatest natural curiosity in the [White Glen] is the 
famous old oak, near the public road, not far from the foot of 
the glen.  

A few inches above the ground it has a circumference of 20 
feet. The trunk is now hollow in the middle and some six or 
eight feet up from the ground the old tree has disappeared. 

But the seeds of other trees were carried by birds, or by the 
wind, and got embedded in the sides of the old trunk, and now 
a birch tree and three trees of the mountain ash species grow 
from the bowels of this once majestic oak to the height of 25 
feet. The locality was at one time full of oaks, but they are now 
all away except this long-surviving tree of Jove’. 

THERE are still some large oaks growing between Acharn and 
Ulladale but, unfortunately, the site of the famous oak has been 
lost. 

river near Acharn. It was said to have been planted in 1690 by a 
cousin of Flora MacDonald of ’45 fame and once led up to the 
front door of a mansion house which has long gone.

In 1867 The Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland 
produced a series of papers called ‘Old and Remarkable Trees 
of Scotland’ in which there is reference to an elm growing on 
the lawn of ‘Sunart House’, Strontian which was 60 ft high and 
had a medium girth of 10 ft. 

It was estimated to have been 120 years old and was said to 
have been planted by ‘Lady Jane Cameron of Dungallon, who 

According to the Rev John Macleod, the Church of Scotland 
parish minister and another keen antiquarian, Morvern was 
so thickly covered in natural timber that there were only two 
places between Lochaline and Drimnin from where the Sound 
of Mull could be seen. That was in 1842. 

There is an even earlier account of the woods along the same 
coastline glowing, ‘as one red ember’ from Drimnin to Old 

in 1746. 
War and pestilence took care of the remainder prompting local 

bard, Donald Mackinnon (1830-60) who lived at Rhemore, to 
compose a song called, ‘A Mhorbhairne Ghlas nan Tualaichean 
(Gaelic: ‘Green Morvern of the Hills’) in which he wrote, ‘They 
used to call you ‘tir an coille’, [the land of woods] and there was 
a time when you deserved it, though now your thickets have 
been stripped bare by the ones with the white faces (Border 
sheep)’.

Morvern Lines

The puffins are back on Lunga for the summer. 
THE SEASONAL migrants of the feathered variety have 
arrived. Cuckoos, wheatears, swallows, great northern divers, 
stonechats, golden plover and house martins have all come 
in the past few weeks and are well distributed throughout the 
parish.

sanctuary is Lunga, one of the Treshnish Isles off the south west 
coast of Mull. 

Three weeks ago I was on Lunga to watch them coming 
ashore from the Atlantic to breed - what an awesome sight it 
was to witness them arriving in ones and twos and making 
straight for the same cliff-top burrows they use every year 
– ejecting the disgruntled rabbit population in the process! 

Iain Thornber iain.thornber@btinternet.com.

PUPILS, parents and teachers at Banavie Primary School turned out 
in force to enjoy the annual fun night.

Children zoomed around the grounds on segways, jumped on a 
bouncy castle and rolled in giant blow up balls. Once they were tired 

stalls offered a more relaxing way to have fun.
Home baking, burgers, curry and a chocolate fountain were all on 

hand for those who had worked up an appetite. A total of £2,500 was 
raised for school funds.

Portree-based care 
service ‘excellent’
A PORTREE-based care service has been 
graded ‘excellent’ by standards body the 
Care Inspectorate.

Crossroads Care Skye and Lochalsh 
received the highest possible ranking 
following an inspection in March.The 
voluntary organisation provides care at 
home services, respite care and support for 
carers of people of all ages. The inspectors’ 
report noted: ‘Crossroads Care Skye and 
Lochalsh continues to provide an excellent 
level of service. Staff are able to develop 
effective supportive relationships with 

responds to their individual needs and 
choices. Everyone we spoke with was very 
happy with the quality of service provided 
and spoke highly of the manager and staff.’

HIGHLAND Council has set 
dates for a series of public 
consultation events to help 
identify how an estimated £63 
million of budget savings can be 
made between 2015 and 2019.

The meetings will also focus 
on the customer service review 
of council service points across 
the region. 

A total or 23 service points 
had been proposed for closure 
but furious opposition from 
Kinlochleven to Kyle prompted a 
rethink and in March the council 

a case-by-case basis with input 
from local communities.

Meeting dates include: May 
29 - Lochcarron Village Hall; 
June 2 - Fingal Centre, Portree 
High School; June 16 - Caol 

Lochaber grants approved
LOCHABER members of Highland 
Council  have approved grants for the 
following local organisations:

 Caol in Bloom, contribution to annual 

 Arisaig Community Trust, contribu-

- £2,000
 Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 

Achnacarry Community Council, towards 
Roy Bridge garden project - £250

 ReadLochaber, contribution to book 
festival - £1,000

 Feis na Mara – contribution to music 
festival - £1,000

 Glencoe Heritage Trust, hospitality for 
Can Am pipers - £320

 Lochaber Welfare Football Associa-
tion, two portable goals - £3,252.

Stornoway hosts             
Yes Scotland  
public meeting
BLAIR Jenkins, the chief 
executive of Yes Scotland, will 
address a public meeting in  
Stornoway Town Hall tomorrow 
night.

The event, organised by Yes 
Na h-Eileanan Iar, will include 
a public question and answer 
session and begins at 7pm.

Speaking ahead of his visit 
to the islands, Mr Jenkins said: 
‘I’m really looking forward to 
going to Stornoway and making 
the case that only independence 
can put Scotland’s future in 
Scotland’s hands.’

Local MSP Alasdair Allan 
will also address the meeting.

YOUNG families from Soroba in 
Oban got a day out to remember 
thanks to The Scottish Sea Life 
Sanctuary near Barcaldine.

Fifty-three happy little ones 
got to explore the attraction on 
an all-expenses-paid fun day, 
courtesy of charity Merlin’s 
Magic Wand.

This visit was part of a global 

FIFTEEN Bangladeshi men who were 
working in Mid Argyll and Islay are to be 

on seven restaurants.
The men, who have been living in the four 

main towns and villages in Mid Argyll, 
are accused of being illegal immigrants. 
All have been detained by the authorities 
pending their deportation.

Around 18 UK Immigration vans and 
vehicles were deployed across Argyll and 

Bute on the evening of May 9. A van was 
seen blocking the exit to Lochgilphead’s 
Coriander restaurant and two men, aged 38 
and 62, were taken from the premises. A 
further two men, aged 37 and 42, who were 
working at the Taj Mahal on Lochnell Street 
were also detained. In Tarbert, at the Tarbert 

men, aged 56 and 27, while a 32-year-old 
was removed from the Bangladesh Tandoori, 
Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig. It is believed 

the Ban Duic in Inveraray has closed after 
three men, aged 55, 46 and 37 were taken 
during the raids.

Islay’s Taj Mahal and Maharani restaurants 
were also targeted, together losing three 
members of staff, aged 56, 27 and 46.

All businesses found to be hiring illegal 

illegal worker employed.

authority was acting on intelligence 
provided by the public. But she said: ‘Our 
enforcement visits are intelligence-led and 
timed to maximise their effectiveness.

She added: ‘Illegal working is not 
victimless. It defrauds the taxpayer, 
undercuts honest employers and cheats 
legitimate job seekers out of employment 
opportunities. We would urge members of 
the public with information about suspected 
immigration abuse to get in touch.’

Oban Winter 
Festival dates
OBAN Winter Festival has 

The festival will run between 
November 21-30 and will 
feature a huge number of events 
and experiences for locals and 
visitors.

The voluntary group running 
the festival will update its 
Facebook page with information 
about the event as it becomes 
available.

mystery at the Kilmelford Hotel 
has been solved.

Last week The Oban Times 
reported how Victorian writing 
had been found scrawled on 
a window frame in one of the 
bedrooms. 

It read: ‘James Porter, Painter, 
Oban, February 7, 1883’.

Amateur genealogist Peter 
Wotherspoon saw the story and 

out who the mystery author was. 
After spending some time re-

searching the family, Peter, from 
Ardfern, Jura, reckons he has the 
answer. He said: ‘This probably 
was James George Porter who 
was born on January  16, 1861 at 

‘His parents were Robert 

ISLAY is celebrating after 
South Islay Development (SID) 
received the keys for Port Ellen 

Around 1,000 residents at the 
south end of the island have been 
forced to make a 10-mile round 
trip from Port Ellen to Bowmore 
for fuel - but now the lengthy pit 
stops could soon be at an end.

Jackie Thomson, chairperson 
of South Islay Development, said: 
‘At last South Islay Development 
has secured a very valuable 

the local community. 
‘The Port Ellen business has 

great potential for the area and 
there is a growing sense of 
optimism here in south Islay. 

‘SID is taking all the necessary 
steps to get the petrol pumps 

trying to develop the business 
and the site. We cannot thank 
enough all the individuals and 
organisations who have guided 
us and helped us get to this 
point.’

SID was established in 2010 
to manage community-owned 

of the residents of south Islay 
and to advance community 
development and regeneration.

The group is currently renting 
space in the village hall but is now 
scoping ideas for development of 
additional land in its ownership 

Opportunities have already South Islay Development celebrates buying over Port Ellen fuel station on Islay. From left, John Findlay SID, Gus Newman SID, Eleanor 
McNab HIE, Kirsten Laurie SID and Gordon Currie SID. Photograph by Mark Unsworth/HIE.

Delight as island group takes 
business, especially around 
products and services for the 
growing marine tourism market.

The Scottish Land Fund 
awarded £50,000 towards the 
project, including business 
development and investigating 
the future potential of the site. 

HIE awarded £17,500 towards 
the costs of buying the building 
and associated legal fees and a 
business plan was prepared with 
assistance from Just Enterprise.

Eleanor MacNab, development 

communities team, is retiring 
from the agency but worked 
closely with SID. 

Develop
She said: ‘We are delighted 

keys to Port Ellen Filling Station 
and can start work to reopen and 
develop the business. 

resource in the area and its loss 
even for a short time is keenly 
felt locally. 

‘The community group has 
worked extremely hard to put 
together a business plan and 
attract funding for the project. 

‘Now it is in control of an asset 
which should not only prove 
sustainable but also in time help 
support additional projects in 
the area.’

station retains one permanent 
part time job while providing 
volunteering and training 
opportunities for local people.

Soroba young families had a great day out at The Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, last Wednesday. 
15_t21soroba1

event to celebrate the opening 
of Merlin’s 100th attraction this 
year. The Soroba children were 
joined by thousands of others 
across the 22 countries in which 
the charity operates. 

Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary 
general manager Kathryn Angel 
said: ‘Everyone had a wonderful 
time - the children, their families 

and the staff at the attraction. It 
was a huge privilege for us to 
have the children here and to 
see their faces. This is what the 
Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary is 
all about – children and families 
playing and laughing together 
and going away with magical 
memories that will stay with 
them for ever.’

Banavie Primary School and nursery brothers Alex and Drew 
Drysdale became a lizard and dog for the evening. 21_f20banavie01

Porter B. c1828 at Dundonald, 
Ayrshire and Janet Spiers from 
Cumbraes. They married on 
October  31, 1851 at Dundonald.
James George Porter married 
Agnes Bett Birrell on 27th 
March 1895 in Oban. They had 
four children - William, Janet, 
George and Agnes.  His address 
in 1901 and in 1911 was 7 Aird’s 
(sic) Place, Oban. In the census 
for 1881, 1891, 1901 and 1911 
he gave his profession as house 
painter. This is my best guess on 
who he is. The only other Porters 
in Oban in 1911 were his younger 
brother, Allan Muir Porter and 
his family.’

Hotel owner Simon Fletcher 
hoped the story would spark 
interest from anyone who may 
be related to Mr Porter.

Fifteen men face deportation after immigration raids 

Fun for all at Banavie

Kilmelford Hotel 

mystery solved

Oban youngsters’ day to remember

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

Community Centre; June 18 
- Glenurquhart High School. All 
meetings start at 6.30pm.

Feedback from the public and 
focus groups will help shape the 
council’s budget setting priorities 
over the coming years. 

Budget leader, Councillor 
Maxine Smith, said: ‘The council 
is keen to raise awareness of 
the implications of the budget 
constraints and importantly to 
engage with our communities to 
identify the services they want 
to protect and retain. 

‘It is vitally important therefore 
that communities participate 
in the local consultations to 
help identify which areas must 
be protected.  I would really 
encourage people to come along 
and have their say.’

Public to get say on 
budget savings
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Town youngsters 
show off              
their smiles
PUPILS

Marine life

Householders warned 
over doorstep traders

Grant cash              
up for grabs

Action

‘See Me’ group 
needs members

Trinity to open      
in Taynuilt

A G4S prisoner transport van fell foul of a local by-law by parking in two spaces without a ticket. 15_t21parking1

Prison van 
falls foul of 
parking law 

Attraction

Urgent search for volunteers to 
keep museum open on Sundays

Best smiles from pre-school pupils at Rockfield and Sgoil Araich. 15_t21smile1

Newsdesks 
01631 568000 
01397 703003

From front, Francesca, Gregor and Calum Warnock are joined by 
Andy Spence, manager of Homebase in Oban, as they spruce up 

the Scout hut in the town. 30_t21scouts1

Fort William Primary School’s litter picking team with the rubbish they collected from the shores of 
Loch Linnhe. 20_f21fortrc01

Report highlights above average 
performance from Argyll pupils
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is a new way to enjoy our 

winning new delicacy is second 
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 (HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS FOOD AND DRINK 
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THE FESTIVE SEASON GIFT GUIDE 32 
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WEDDING PLANNER Our 25-page special report on how to stage the perfect nuptials

WILDFOWLING ON ORKNEY UNBEATABLE VENISON RECIPES LEITH’S GODFATHER OF POP ARTSECRET WORLD OF BASKING SHARKS

Plus

Scotland’s top schools 
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WINA WEEKEND IN 
TOP BOUTIQUE 

HOTEL

EAST LOTHIAN

20

JIM NAUGHTIE: MY LIFE AS A BROADCAST ICON

PAGES OF

Terms & Conditions:  Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given.  For UK based customers only.  This offer is open to 
new subscribers only and does not apply to those renewing their subscription. Minimum subscription for one year only — cancel-
lations are not possible during this period.  Whilst stocks last.  By purchasing this subscription offer you agree for Wyvex Media Ltd 
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www.scottishfield.co.uk/subscribe
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THE CHERISH Fund in Oban has been boosted 
with a cheque from DMI Cancer Trust.

Fundraisers Karen and Nonny MacInnes 
handed over a cheque to the Cherish Fund, a 
transport scheme administered by North Argyll 
Carers Centre. 

The charity was set up in memory of Alyson 
Bowman, a friend of Karen MacInnes, who died 

at the end of May 2007. The DMI Cancer Trust 
puts on an annual concert in Oban’s Corran Halls 
- and this year raised £15,000 which will be given 
to three local charities. 

Charity
Alyson’s mum and dad, Jean and John 

Bowman, set up the charity to assist those with 
health concerns who need help.

Nonny MacInnes, right, hands over a £3,000 cheque to John Bowman of the Cherish Fund (Oban). 
Also pictured left to right, back row: Morag MacLean, Karen MacInnes, Jean Bowman and, front left, 

Jim Bowers of the Carers Centre. 15_t21cherish1

Trust boosts carers transport scheme

CAOL Primary School had a visit from a story 
teller when he stopped off on his adventure 
walking from Fort William to Inverness.

Daniel Allison is travelling north as part of 
the Global Citizen Tour, visiting schools and 
communities along the way, encouraging people 

to have their own adventures and left Caol P5 and 
P7 pupils fascinated by his tales on Monday. 

Mr Allison said: ‘I want to inspire people 
to have all kinds of adventures, whether it’s 
travelling the world or just stepping outside their 
front door.’

AN ART gallery in Port Appin 
is opening its doors and giving 
a percentage of its sales to 
the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution.

Midge and Alex Gourlay 
will be offering a chance to 
see inside their studio during a 
Open Studio weekend between 
May 24 -26. Paintings, draw-
ings, textile art, prints and cards 
are for sale at the Port Appin 
Studio. For more details visit 
www.portappinstudio.co.uk. 

PORT APPIN

DUNVEGAN
FUNDRAISING tea parties are 
to be held at Dunvegan Castle 
and Gardens next Saturday 
(May 31). 

Staff at the historic Skye 
castle will serve sandwiches, 
scones, cakes, tea and coffee 
over two sittings at 12.20pm 
and 3pm.

All proceeds will be 
donated to North West Skye 
Recreational Association, a 
charity aiming to set up a sport 

the community. 
For more information 

or tickets to the event 
call Dunvegan Castle on 
01470521206 or email info@
dunvegancastle.com. 

IN PLOCKTON during April 
there were 11 dry days with 
only 3.5 inches of rain.

The warmest day was 19.3°C 
and the coldest 0.7°C.

PLOCKTON

MARIE Curie’s Skye and Lochalsh 
fundraising group is hosting a special event 
this summer to raise funds and awareness 
for the charity in the area.

Thanks to the generosity of Calum’s 
Seal Trips in Plockton, an evening cruise 
has been organised to view the Loch 
Carron seal colony on Friday July 4. The 
cruise will include an individual Kinloch 
Lodge supper bag. Tickets, priced £20, 
are available from Neil Robertson on neil.
robertson7@btinternet.com / 01471 833296.

All proceeds will go to Marie Curie 
Highland. Booking is essential.

SKYE AND LOCHALSH

ISLAY House at Bridgend has 
been bought over by Steve Haag 
and Paul Brown.

The pair have taken over the 
house with a view to renovating 
it for luxury accommodation, 
using island tradesmen and 
employing locals when it is up 
and running.

Steve Hagg is originally from 
Cincinnati and Paul Brown, 
who is based in Hong Kong, is 
the father of Steve’s girlfriend.

They expect the project to take 
three years to complete but hope 

the middle of next year.
Islay House was built in the 

late 17th century by Sir Hugh 
Campbell and Alexander 
Campbell and was previously 
owned by an American Navy 
pilot.

The kitchen garden was leased 
to the community in 2005 
as a community garden and 
now grows and sells seasonal 
produce to islanders from a 
shop on the south side of the 
walled garden.

ISLAY

ON FRIDAY April 25 at the Royal Hotel, Oban, 
Jamie McGrigor MSP was the guest speaker at 
the last of the season’s lunches for members and 
friends of the Lorn Ladies Lunch Club.

Mr McGrigor opened by paying tribute to 
Margo MacDonald whose memorial service was 
that day and if he had not been in Oban he would 
have attended. He said she was a larger than 

sincere and sensible and would be sadly missed.

Mr McGrigor then went on to talk about 
European issues and, of course, the September 18 
referendum. 

saying he was convinced that it was still the wish 
of a great majority of ordinary Scottish people 
to stay with the security and companionship and 
shared potential of the United Kingdom.  

‘We are better united as we have been for 300 
pretty good years,’ he said.

Lorn Ladies Lunch Club meeting

THE CHIPS at Tralee Bay have 
received a national award.

Tralee Bay Fish and Chips 
in Benderloch maintained its 

and chip shops by gaining the 
prestigious National Federation 
of Fish Friers Fish and Chip 
Quality Award – for the third 
time.

Business owner Laura Shellcok, centre, was presented her award 
by French chef Jean Christophe Novelli, left, and Coronation 

Street’s Nick Tilsley actor Ben Price. 

The scheme rewards and 
promotes shops that provide 
good quality products and high 
standards of hygiene, as well 
as friers who show a high level 
of competence, and this chippy 
clearly has all these attributes.

BENDERLOCH

FORT William SWRI’s last meeting of 
the year took the form of the AGM and a 
Scottish-themed quiz.

While the votes were being counted, 
Sandra Cairns posed the questions to the 
members. There was no overall winner 
but everyone enjoyed the quiz and learned 
something from it.

Isobel McGavin was voted in as the new 
president. The winner of the Competition 
Trophy for the member who gained the 
highest number of points over the year 
was Edythe Knowles with Angela Lee and 

was won by Martine Young.
The next meeting will be on Monday, 

October 6.

FORT WILLIAM

Storyteller Daniel Allison with Caol Primary School pupils. 20_f21caolps01

Storyteller steps into Caol primary

MEMBERS of Highland 
Council’s Isle of Skye - Eilean 
a’ Cheò ward have welcomed 
the launch of a new seaplane 
service from the council-owned 
Ashaig airport near Broadford.

Councillors Drew Millar, 
Ian Renwick, Hamish Fraser, 
and John Gordon were among 

Councillors John Gordon, Ian Renwick, Drew Millar and Hamish Fraser prepare to board the Cessna 
seaplane with Captain David West of Skye Seaplanes. Photograph by Skye Photo Centre.

Seaplanes’ tours of Skye and the 
north west Highlands when they 
took to the air last week.

Councillor Millar said: ‘This 
could be a catalyst in proving 
a real business case for the 
economic viability of air travel 
on Skye. 

‘The council has been 
investigating the potential for 

from Ashaig Airport for some 
time now.

‘The introduction of a sea 
plane service is an exciting 
opportunity for the area, and 
will go some way to underlining 
the potential, regular scheduled 

the local economy.’

New Skye seaplane service welcomed

MARY McLullich of Tayvallich 
celebrated her 100th birthday 
with family, friends and 
neighbours with a special party.

Mary, who was born near 
Strathaven on May 7, 1914, 
moved to Tayvallich after 
WWII and has remained a 
stalwart of the community ever 
since.

Mary and her late husband, 
Duncan, became friends when 
at 18 she moved to Tayvallich 
for a summer job. Staying for 

money to go to ‘Dough School’ 
in Glasgow, where she trained 
as a cook.

Duncan wrote to her every 
week and at the end of WWII 
he persuaded her to return to 
the village. They married on 
December 11, 1946 and went 
on to have twins Anne and 
Christine in 1950 and Alan in 
1956. Duncan died in 2012, 
days short of his 99th birthday.

Mary is fond of Scrabble and 
crosswords. Scrabble was the 
inspiration behind her birthday 
cake. 

Mary’s granddaughter 
Sarah travelled from Australia 
especially for the occasion.

TAYVALLICH

depression in Lochgilphead took part in 
the challenge of a lifetime as they walked 

Lochgilphead’s MS Centre, saw dozens 
of people - some healthy and others with 
long-term conditions - empowered to 
complete the challenges while raising funds 
for the centre.

Karen McCurry, MS Centre manager 
said: ‘It is so much more than a fundraiser. 
It is about facing your fears, taking on a 
challenge and raising self esteem.’

raised £1,116. 
The 22 people who did the ice walk and 

-
rently collecting their sponsorship money.

LOCHGILPHEAD

A FUNDRAISER for CHAS 
Charity at Dalmally Hall was a 
successful night.

Playing for the ceilidh were 
Gunna Sound who played a 
superb set for the event.

DALMALLY

Generous pupils of Ballachulish Primary School have filled 
backpacks with essential items to be sent to the world’s poor-

est countries. The children filled 17 bags with pens, pencils, 
notepads, toiletries and clothing for the Mary’s Meals charity.  

Backpack charity donation

Maurice Wilkins, head gardner at Arduaine Garden, welcomed 
visitors from the Sensory Garden in Oban. 

TARBERT in Mid Argyll once 
again has a church to be proud 
of - after renovation work by 
volunteers and local tradesmen.

After it was severely damaged 
by storms in January 2012, 
the parish church required 
extensive renovation and that 
work, which began last autumn, 
recently reached its completion.

The church’s restoration was 
helped by funding from bodies 
such as Historic Scotland and 
the Heritage Lottery Fund, with 
the whole project costing nearly 
£400,000.

As well as structural repairs, 
the church required improved 
disabled access, toilet facilities 
and a new heating system.

Wilma MacKenzie, a Tarbert 
glassmaker who helped recreate 
some of the missing stencils in 
the building’s apex, said: ‘The 
stencilling was very challenging 
and took me two weeks, but I 
am only one of more than 20 
volunteers who has helped out, 
some of them four nights a 
week. It is amazing to see the 
project come together.’

AN AUCTION of rare 
Springbank whiskies is set 
to give a welcome boost to 
Campbeltown’s town hall fund.

A unique bottling of six 
different whiskies will see 70cl 
and miniature 5cl bottles given 
special town hall logo labels.

The exceptional 20, 19, 18, 17 
and 16-year-old malts with those 
labels will be the only bottles of 
their kind in the world.

They will be on sale through 
an online auction. Check www.
explorecampbeltown.com and 

TARBERT

its Facebook page for dates and 
details.

Two full size bottles, however, 
will only be available to buy 
at auction at the Springbank 
Open Day today (Thursday) 
in Campbeltown. They will go 
under the hammer some time 
after 2pm.

The grateful South 
Kintyre Development Trust and 
fundraising committee for the 
town hall project hope the auc-
tion raises a considerable sum 
towards its target of £20,000.

CAMPBELTOWN

Pupils of Bun Sgoil Shlèite (Sleat Primary) on Skye planted an oak tree to promote the legacy of 
the Commonwealth Games. They enjoyed an introduction to the Commonwealth Games from the 

Highland Youth Ambassador and representatives from Young Scot. 

INVERGARRY Primary 
School pupils and staff were 
delighted to be awarded their 

The school was recognised 
for creating an eco garden for 
the children to grow their own 
vegetables which they then 
made into soup.

Invergarry pupils also took 
part in ‘water week’ during 
which they monitored the 
school’s water usage and 
learned about animals living in 
water.  Finally, the school was 
praised for its support of local 
and international charities. 

CRAIGNISH Boat Club has 

base on the island of Eilean 
Traighte, Loch Craignish. 

Rosemary Dalgleish, whose 
nephew John Dalgeish owns the 
island, cut the ribbon to declare 

Rosemary Dalgleish officially opens Craignish Boat Club’s new 
sailing base.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

Invergarry Primary School pupils showing off their three eco 
flags. 

INVERGARRY

CRAIGNISH

activities. The event marked the 
culmination of a huge amount 
of hard work from a dedicated 
team of volunteers.

Sleat tree marks Commonwealth Games
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IT IS initially a comical tale 
of mistaken identity, injured 
volunteers and a safe that turned 
out to be anything but.

Yet as Appin Community Co-
op marks its 30th anniversary this 
month, it is clear the enterprise 
is a now serious player in the 
development and sustainability 
of the Lorn village. 

The co-operative, in Port 
Appin, runs the shop under the 
Provident and Friendly Society 
rules and last June re-acquired 
the craft shop next door. It has 
also established the Appin 
Charitable Trust, which has 
made contributions to a series of 
major community projects.

Appin of the early 1980s, in an 
environment of low employment, 
feared it would lose its village 
shop when the owners, Mr and 
Mrs Whitelegg, put the premises 
up for sale.

So a steering group, which 
included the village doctor Iain 
McNicol, set about raising money 
to buy it for the community.

A share issue with more than 
200 shareholders was matched 
by Highlands and Islands 
Development Board, giving 
enough money buy the shop.

‘There was always a village 
shop there but it went up for sale 
in 1980 and there was a fear it 
would just lie empty,’ explained 
Dr McNicol, who is now retired 
but still resident in Port Appin. 
‘There was big unemployment 
in Appin in the early 1980s, 
especially in the winter when the 
hotels closed.’

Transformation
On the May weekend of 1984 

the committee took over the 
shop and closed its doors at 
lunchtime on the Friday (May 
4). Over the following 72 hours 
an amazing transformation 
occurred as villagers - an 
average of 24 people at any given 
time - worked round the clock to 

‘That was an amazing 
weekend,’ said Dr McNicol, 
who is now chairman of the 
co-operative. ‘People were just 
coming in and out, giving what 
time they had to help and I saw 
to my share of injuries!

Amanda MacNeill works in the Appin Craft Shop, which the Appin 
Community Co-op bought back from a private owner last June. 

16_t19appin03

Some of the Appin Community Co-operative stalwarts, from left: chairman Iain McNicol, secretary Ronnie Laing, ex-treasurer Nigel 
Bruce and David Craig, former chairman of the Appin Charitable Trust. 16_t19appin01

Appin Community Co-op staff James Thomson and Allison 
Gourlay. 16_t19appin02

Early mishaps forgotten as Appin 
community co-op marks 30 years

‘I remember Mrs Gay 
Stevenson Hamilton turned 
up every four hours with a big 
hamper of food for people.

a mini estate car at the time, 
took the milk and papers every 
morning and served people from 
the back of the car.

‘He needed the safe to keep 
the money, so we struggled out 
to the car with this massive safe 
and went back into the shop to 

The safe had no bottom to it!’

a huge success but there was one 
problem the steering committee 
could do nothing about - the 
order from the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society (CWS) had 
failed to arrive.

However, the new owners of the 
village store did not have long to 
wait for their order following a 

serendipitous incident the same 
day.

who was leaving to go on holiday 
as he heard about the failed 
delivery, said he would ‘pop in’ 
to the CWS headquarters on his 
way.

‘Alan arrived unannounced 
and asked to speak to someone 
in charge, introducing himself 

said Dr McNicol.
‘At that time Argyll Foods was 

involved in a major takeover 
deal and the message was passed 
to the top brass at CWS that a Mr 

had demanded to see them. 
‘Alan walked straight in to 

see the director but, rather than 
correct the error, he simply 
asked why the order to Appin 
had been missed and what was 
going to be done about it. CWS 

sent a horsebox lorry with our 
order that day.’

From these early mishaps the 
Appin Community Co-operative 
stabilised the business using the 
wealth of expertise and talents 
within the community, such as 
businessmen, teachers and land 
managers. 

Former treasurer and auditor 
Nigel Bruce is a retired 
accountant and secretary Ronnie 
Laing is a retired lawyer.

Grants
The successful business drew 

inevitable requests for grants 
and donations from the local 
populace and in 1991 the Appin 
Charitable Trust was formed.

the trust, which is made up of 

two representatives from the Co-
operative and two people from 
the community. This group has 

discretion over how the money 

grant - new chairs for Appin 
Village Hall - the trust has paid 

Village Hall and contributed to 
the refurbishment of the Jubilee 
Bridge, the community car park, 
and the Bealach na Mara housing 
development.

The housing development 
was built on land that the late 
Colin Wallace had sold to the 
community at half price.

‘The co-operative bought the 
land at noon on a Friday and at 
12.01pm we sold half of it to Lorn 
and Mull Housing Association,’ 
said Dr McNicol. ‘We kept the 
other half to create the play area 
and we also paid for the planning 
permission, which allowed the 
housing association to apply for 
government funding.’

As the community trust fund 

develops, it has also created the 
Appin Medical Fund, which 
supports the local surgery, and 
a 100 Club provides funding for 
sports and leisure projects in the 
village, such as maintenance of 
the Jubilee Bridge and the all-
weather sports pitch at Strath of 
Appin Primary School - another 

Charitable Trust funding.
But as it greets its 30th 

anniversary, the co-operative is 
becoming increasingly aware of 
a modern-day threat to its ideals 
- the age of home delivery.

‘People are more likely to 

go into the community but 
there is increasing competition 
from the supermarkets,’ said Dr 
McNicol.

Delivery
‘Until a year ago Tesco would 

not deliver to Appin but now 
they have even reduced the price 
of the delivery here.’

In response, the co-operative, 
which already provides free 
deliveries for the elderly and 

a tool that would be seen as 
mandatory by most modern-day 
businesses but has not previously 
been required by the community 
store.

The website, say co-operative 
members, aims to show the 
variety of products on sale at the 
shop as well as wider information 
on the local area.

‘I have travelled all over the 
place to talk about community 
enterprise in rural areas and I 

If you have one businessman in 
your community who has lots 
of money and runs the shop 
extremely well, then that’s your 
best option. 

‘But that person needs to have 
around £250,000 to buy a house, 
£250,000 to buy a shop and 
be prepared to make minimal 

‘The advantage of a community 
enterprise is if it goes wrong, 
then the whole community has 
made that decision, but if it goes 
right, the whole community 

A PROMENADE along Loch 
Linnhe has been targeted as a 
way to improve Fort William 
by local residents and business 
owners. 

The idea of reducing the A82 
through the town to a single 
carriageway so the lanes nearest 
the water can be developed into 
a walkway featuring restaurants 
and cafes was popular among 
those at a regeneration workshop 
last week. 

Other proposals included 
improving links between the 
High Street and the waterfront, 

A LOCHAILORT army veteran 
has been granted permission to 

Moidart men who lost their lives 
in the two world wars.

Work is expected to start 
on the stone cairn in the next 
fortnight and will be placed at 
the summit known as Bealach 
Carach, between Loch Moidart 
and Glenuig.

Donald Monro, 71, served in 

A LOCHABER civic leader has 
welcomed planned improve-
ments to a stretch of the A82 
near Spean Bridge after years of 
campaigning. 

Transport Scotland carried out 
an assessment of a notorious 
section between Fort William 
and Spean following a spate of 
accidents which saw four local 
men killed in separate crashes 
between last October and March 
this year.

The subsequent report identi-

ditches, better signs and improv-
ing the camber of the road. 

A lay-by on the southbound 
carriageway near Brackletter 
junction will also be removed. 

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council chairman John Fother-
ingham welcomed the news - but 
said the work should have been 
completed long before now.

Bridge and Achnacarry Com-
munity Council welcomes the 
proposed road improvements on 
the A82 south of the village of 
Spean Bridge.

‘It is extremely sad that despite 
years of campaigning it appears 
to have taken the tragic deaths 
of four local residents for the 
responsible authorities to act. 

‘We earnestly hope that 
the proposals will be imple-
mented without delay, but we 
will continue to campaign for 
improvements in road safety in 
our area.’ 

Campaign group A82 Partner-
ship have also been demanding 
improvements  to the road. 

Chairman and Highland Coun-

happy to see that there is some 
work going to be carried out and 
hopefully it will make a differ-
ence. The public has been very 
concerned about that particular 
stretch of road and it’s good to 
see that their concerns are being 
addressed.’

A Transport Scotland spokes-

working with Bear Scotland to 
improve safety on the A82 in-
cluding at Aonachan Crossroads, 
Brackletter. An assessment has 
recently been completed that 
has recommended a number of 
engineering improvements at 
this location.We will now work 
to include these recommenda-
tions in our road safety improve-
ments.’

Parents’ 
concern over 
Strontian 
school future

creating a pier and marina and 
developing the old police station 
site to link with the potential 
pier. 

The two-day event, arranged 
by Highland Council and run 
by consulting company CH2M 
Hill, invited interested parties to 
attend workshops to voice ideas 
to improve the town centre. 

Detailed proposals will be 
laid out in a full report to be 
published next month. 

Speaking at the end of the 
workshop, Lochaber area com-
mittee chairman councillor 

would love to see us create some 
of these ideas. If we can get some 
kind of promenade on the loch it 
will bring the town together.’ 

But Fort William Community 
Council chairman Neil Clark 

‘I’m really not sure what to make 
of the whole thing. 

‘The main thing seemed to 
be the promenade and reducing 
the stretch of the A82 but I have 
mixed views on that.  We have 
been campaigning for improve-
ments on the A82 for years and 

to now say we want to reduce it 
could send out mixed messages. 
Transport Scotland might not 
go for it either because it might 

somewhere else on the road. I’m 
just not sure about the practical-
ity of it.’ 

Mr Clark also echoed concerns 
from attendees about how the 
proposals will be paid for. 

Consultants at the workshop 
said sources for funding would 
depend on each project and 
further details will be available 
at a later date. 

Promenade would regenerate Fort William  

the Queen’s Own Highlanders 
and has been fundraising for the 
£5,000 needed since December 
last year. 

that it’s going ahead and it will 

landowners have been very 
generous, as have all the other 
local people who have donated. 
The response has been very 
heartening.’

Mr Monro hopes the memorial 
will be complete by August, the 
centenary of the start of the First 
World War, and is planning a 
dedication for August 17, the day 

Green light for village war memorial

A82 road 
upgrade
welcomed

HIGHLAND councillors were 
deciding yesterday (Wednesday) 
whether to back a recommenda-
tion to close the Strontian Pri-
mary School building and move 
pupils to what has been described 
by one concerned individual as 

nearby Ardnamurchan High 
School.

The education, children 
and adult services committee 
considered the proposal to 
place a mobile classroom and 

high school campus as well as 
converting part of the current 
nursery area into another 
classroom. The move would 
require further consultation 
before it can go ahead. 

But members of the parent 
council at Strontian are unhappy 
about the recommendation.

They say that during three 

since January 2013 they indicated 
a preference for the school to be 
upgraded or, better still, have a 
new building constructed for the 
38 pupils. 

Helen Tait of Strontian Primary 

‘A new school or a permanent 

facility is the preferred and long 
term goal of the parent council. 

‘We are concerned that 
Highland Council is basing its 
consultation on an option that is 
not supported by the majority of 
the parent body.

‘We trust that these concerns 
are listened to and that any 
suggested community solutions 
are considered as part of the 
consultation.

‘The parents also trust that 
Highland Council will be 
prepared to make alterations to 
the current options should cost 
effective solutions materialise as 
part of this process.’

School parents look forward to 
their children receiving their 
schooling in a facility which is 
an attractive and well thought 
out long term addition to our 
community, and a healthy and 
happy place for our children to 
learn and thrive.

‘We are glad that we are 
talking about new facilities for 
the primary school which has 

or poor for many years. We 
hope this consultation process 
will produce a facility with 
long term vision in accordance 
with the Scottish Government 

Investing in Scotland’s Future’. 
Another Strontian resident, 

who asked not to be named, 

Portakabin. 
‘If nearby schools can have 

brand new, fabulous, buildings 
I don’t see why we are being 
fobbed off with this.’ 

A Highland spokesperson said 

engagement has taken place 
with the school communities 
and the wider community in the 
area, including local members, 
in order to identify and agree the 
options of the future pre-school 
and primary provision within 
the Strontian Primary School 
catchment area. 

‘If approved at committee 
the statutory consultation 
will provide opportunity for 
consultees to suggest other 
options for future education 
provision that are not included 
within the proposal document.’

By EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

THE FIRST showpiece 
referendum debate in Lochaber 
resulted in a resounding win 
for the ‘Yes’ campaign at Fort 
William on Friday night.

The Rt Hon Charles Kennedy 
MP and Dave Thompson MSP 
were invited by NC Child 
Health and Social Care course 
students at West Highland 
College UHI - Fort William to 
give their thoughts on Scottish 
independence.

An audience of almost 100 
packed into the college cafeteria 
for a highly informative,  well-
mannered debate and question 
and answer session.

Charlene Bell, 19, from Fort William, and her fellow students welcome Dave Thompson MSP and Charles Kennedy MP to West 
Highland College UHI for the debate. College principal Lydia Rohmer is pictured right. 20_f21debate04

for Scotland to stand on our own 
two feet, make our own decisions 
and make our own mistakes.

‘I truly believe that with 
independence Scotland would 
close the gap between the poorest, 
and the rich and powerful. 

‘We could have a much fairer 
society and a fairer spilt of the 
wealth of the country. We are 
not getting that in the UK at the 
moment and will not get it in 
future.’

Call
Speaking for Better Together, 

Mr Kennedy repeated his call for 
‘a more federal UK within a more 
federal Europe’ accompanied 
by a decentralisation of power 

‘within and across Scotland’. 
‘Under the majority SNP 
government we have seen 
an erosion of power towards 
Edinburgh,’ he said.

Future
Asked if he would consider 

standing for election to the 
Scottish parliament in the event 
of a ‘yes’ vote, Mr Kennedy said 

future lay within the United 

circumstances arose I would not 
rule it out.’

At the end of the evening, 
an informal poll of how 
those attending might vote in 
September found 63 in favour of 

independence, 25 against, with 
two abstentions.  On behalf of the 
students, 19 year-old Charlene 

we wanted more information to 
help us make the right decision 
in September.

‘It’s a once in a lifetime 
opportunity and we wanted to 
be well informed.

‘As part of our course, we also 
needed to organise an event 
involving the public - this seemed 
like a good way to achieve both 
aims.

‘We are very grateful to both 
speakers for giving up their time 
for us in this way.’

‘Yes’ wins debate in Fort William

NEWSDESK
01631 568000
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BLOCKED
DRAIN?

Drain and septic tank survey, 
installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

ABEL Drainage & 
Groundworks 

www.aandbel.co.uk

At Argyll & Bute Environmental Ltd we specialise 
in all types of drainage problems including drain 
repairs, blocked drain cleaning via drain jetting 

and manual rodding, drain excavation and 
drain de-scaling. Our local drainage engineers 

are able to help with any drainage problem 
or drain service you may require through our 

professional 24 hour emergency drainage 
solutions Strathclyde Drainage

of their ownIn a CLASS
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A MINISTER from the Isle of Lewis was 
killed by a car as he left the Church of 
Scotland’s General Assembly in Edinburgh 
on Monday.

The Rev Tom Sinclair, aged 76, who was 
a commissioner at the General Assembly 
this week, was on Waverley Bridge walking 
across the entrance road to Waverley station, 
when the accident happened.

Mr Sinclair was still serving as Presbytery 
Clerk on the Isle of Lewis, and had been 
the parish minister at Martin’s Memorial, 
Stornoway for some 30 years.

Waverley Bridge was closed for several 
hours as police investigated the fatal crash, 
which happened just after 5pm. 

The Moderator of the General Assembly, 
the Rt Rev John Chalmers remembered Mr 

Sinclair and his family in prayers at the start 
of proceedings on Tuesday and assured the 
family that the prayers of the whole church 
would continue to be with them. 

He said: ‘The news of Tom’s death in such 
tragic circumstances came as a terrible 
shock to the General Assembly. 

‘Tom Sinclair loved the Church of Scotland 
and loved General Assembly. We mourn his 
loss and we commend his wife and family to 
the care of the community of faith and to the 
grace of God. Tom’s death is a painful trag-
edy for his wife and family and will come as 
a real blow to the Presbytery of Lewis which 
he was still serving as Presbytery Clerk.’

Mr Sinclair, originally from Glasgow, is 
survived by his wife Pam and a son Jonathan, 
43, who lives in Edinburgh.

A BRIDGE over Loch Linnhe 
is the best solution to ending 
the row over ‘unsustainable’ 
Corran Ferry fares, according to 
a Highland councillor. 

West Lochaber residents 
were left outraged on April 1 
after ticket prices went up on the 
Highland Council-owned ferry 
for the third time this year.

The council imposed the 

reduce a £170,000 gap between 
income and the cost of running 
the service across the Corran 
Narrows.

But at a community services 
committee meeting last week, 
councillors backed a report rec-
ommending that prices would be 
frozen until November, when the 
committee will discuss a further 
study on the impact on commu-
nities of higher fare levels. 

Fort William and Ardnamur-
chan councillor Brian Murphy 
said: ‘I welcome this report and 
decision to defer any decision 
because the communities of the 
Ardnamurchan and Morvern 
peninsulas have been hit par-
ticularly hard over the last year 
with the increases. 

‘The ferry at the moment is not 
sustainable for us as a council 
but it’s not sustainable to keep 
going back to the community 
again and again and increasing 
fares. The most cost-effective 

THE RE-OPENING of a Small 
Isles school has been heralded 
as a crucial step in the com-
munity’s growth by a Highland 
councillor. 

There have been no children of 
primary education age living on 
Canna since 2011 but as a new 
family has recently moved to the 
Hebridean island, Canna Pri-
mary School opened on Monday 
to three of the four children.

The Guthrie youngsters have 
been home-schooled since their 
arrival last month, bringing the 
population to 19, but a relief 
teacher has now been provided 

-
manently.

Councillor Allan Henderson 
said: ‘I recently visited Canna 
with MSP Dave Thompson 
and Robert Muir and meeting 
with the community it became 
clear that for the community to 
progress and grow the school 
needed to be reopened. 

‘I’m delighted that the Guthrie 
family can enjoy being full-time 
members of the community and 
I hope it will encourage more 

HISTORY enthusiasts gathered in the West 
Highland Museum on Sunday for the launch 
of a book about a doctor executed for his role 
in the Jacobite Rising. 

The biography ‘Doctor Archie - The Life 
and Times of Doctor Archibald Cameron’  by 
Lady Mary McGrigor details the life of the 
physician, who began his career in Strontian 
before he was drawn into the Jacobite rebellion 
in 1745. 

The event included a talk by West Highland 
Museum member Sonja Cameron-Jacks, who 
previously wrote a similar book - ‘The Last 
Jacobite Martyr’. 

Lady McGrigor said: ‘There was an awful lot 
of people there and I was very touched to see 
so many. It’s great to see so much interest in 

‘I would like to thank Reverend Richard 
Burkitt and his publishing company and char-
ity For The Right Reasons for publishing this 
book.’ 

Copies of both books are available from the 
West Highland Museum.

A WET and windy evening could not put 
a dampener on Fort William RC Primary 
School’s annual fete as £800 was raised for 
trips and equipment.  

The sudden downpour on Friday evening 
meant the bouncy castle had to be moved 
inside but adventurous children braved 
the rain to try out a climbing wall in the 
playground. 

Lochaber Pipe Band kept visitors 
entertained, with three new musicians 

painting and sponge throwing were all well 
received and home baking, tea and coffee 
and a barbecue - under a large umbrella 
- provided sustenance in between activities.

ISLE OF Skye residents are 
being invited to become 
voluntary wardens to help 
protect vulnerable fossil sites 
from reckless collectors.

At a public meeting in Portree 
on Tuesday night, moves to set 
up a system to rescue, record 
and safeguard important fossils 
found on the island’s beaches got 
underway.

The meeting, involving 
Scottish Natural Heritage 

A PEDESTRIAN and cycle 

opened on Saturday. 
The new section of the orbital 

path runs from the village to 
the Clachaig Inn along the 
Old Glencoe road and was 
set up by Glencoe and Glen 
Etive Community Company 
(GGECC). 

RAILWAYS could be the future 
of potential economic growth 
for  the west Highlands, and a 
meeting in Fort William will 
pave the way for organisations 
and businesses to take the lead.

Community Rail Partnership 
(CRP) between Mallaig and 
Crianlarich, called Lochaber 
CPR, will be held as a drop-in 
session in the Alexandra Hotel, 
Fort William on Monday May 
26 from 2pm until 5pm.

Members of the public are 
invited to the session which 
aims to explain the community 

By EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Bridge over 
Loch Linnhe 
the answer to 
ferry fare row 
Councillor claims fixed link is best solution

way to do it is build a bridge.’
Councillor Murphy understood 

the council could not afford to 

money could be available from 
Europe or through renewable 
energy schemes. 

Head of roads and transport 
Richard Evans said it was ‘not 
sustainable’ for the ferry to 
continue making losses.

He vowed the impact assess-
ment would go to community 
councils for comment. 

‘We will be following up with 
community councils to make 
sure they have every opportu-
nity to say what they want about 

the report,’ he said. Committee 
chairman Graham Mackenzie 
said he hoped to brief Scottish 
transport minister Keith Brown 
on the issue this week.

Campaign group FC Corran 
(Free Crossing for Corran) 
wants fares abolished and insists 
the fares’ freeze does not go far 
enough. 

Chairman Tony Boyd, who 
also chairs Ardgour Community 
Council, said: ‘Today’s deferral 
of debate on the future of the 
Corran crossing will give the 
peninsulas the time and oppor-
tunity to paint the true picture 
of life for communities and 
businesses on this side of the 
water – families leaving, young 
workers having to give up good 
jobs and businesses crippled by 
the ferry fares. 

‘I guess delay only means they 
were planning another increase 
which is ridiculous because 
that would bring it to four in 18 
months; when is it going to end? 

‘It’s likely to take 10 or 15 years 
before work on building a bridge 
could even start by the time they 

get all the planning underway. 
How much would the fare rise in 
the meantime? 

‘It’ll soon get to the stage when 
it’s £10 each way. It’s not that far 
away just now at almost £8 each 
way.’

FC Corran chairman Tony 
Boyd: fares freeze not enough. 

20_f21ferry06

A MODERN Gaelic understand-
ing of history, heritage and land-
scape will begin in Skye thanks 
to an arts residency programme.

Four artists in residence were 
announced on Tuesday and will 
be joining the team at Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig (SMO), the island’s 
Gaelic college. Over the next 
12 months Skye musician Blair 
Douglas and Kenneth Lindsay, 
from Oban will focus on music 
and writing respectively. Artists 

Historian and author Dr Jim Hunter opens the latest section of the Glencoe orbital track on 
Saturday. 20_f21glencoe01

The track was opened by 
historian and author Dr Jim 
Hunter. 

GGECC chairman Dave Smith 
said: ‘The community company 
would like to thank Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise which 
fully funded the cost of 
constructing this 2.5km of track. 
Also thanks should be given to 

project manager Claire Thomson 
and Fion Construction for their 
efforts in building the track on 
time whilst battling atrocious 
weather conditions.’

He added: ‘The track is being 
well used and is proving to be 
very popular with both visitors 
and walkers and cyclists from 
the local community.’

(SNH), Highland Council, 
National Museums Scotland and 
The Hunterian Museum, also 
called Skye’s fossil heritage to 
be promoted to boost the island’s 
tourism industry.

SNH geologist Dr Colin 
MacFadyen said: ‘Skye and 
Raasay have a fantastic fossil 
heritage, and kids and amateur 
fossil hunters should be 
encouraged to collect. 

‘But at the same time 

something has to be done about 
irresponsible collecting and to 
reduce examples where people 
for whatever reasons damage 
fossil localities and important 
fossils. 

‘This is where the local 
community can get involved 
and help secure their threatened 
natural heritage. Local action 

are rescued, recorded and saved 
for the nation.’

Skye is known as the ‘dinosaur 
isle’ because of its rich fossil 
sites but some are still being 
damaged by irresponsible fossil 
hunters in breach of Scotland’s 
Fossil Code.

Dr Neil Clark of the Hunterian 
Museum at the University of 
Glasgow added: ‘Skye has 
internationally important fossils 
including the very rare dinosaur 
remains which have only been 
found there since 1982. 

‘Skye is the only place in 
Scotland from which dinosaurs 
have been found and has more 
than 10 per cent of the world’s 
middle-Jurassic dinosaur species 
and more than 15 per cent of the 
middle-Jurassic dinosaur sites. 

‘It is important that we look 
after and properly document 
these rare and globally 

future generations to study and 
enjoy.’

families to seek residence on 
Canna. 

‘I must also thank Highland 
Council for its speed in appoint-
ing relief staff to the school.’

Norma Young, Highland 
Council’s senior education of-

Lochaber said: ‘We are really 
pleased that we have been able 
to open the school again and 
secure staff to accommodate the 
new family.’

Canna is owned by National 
Trust for Scotland and residents 
are now appealing to the trust to 
give up a small area of land for a 
community hall

Councillor Henderson said: 
‘A small community can only 
move so fast but I think Canna 
has been progressing a lot faster 
recently than similar communi-
ties on the mainland.

‘The next step is a com-
munity centre as it would be 
a vital facility not just for the 
community but for tourism as it 
could provide showers and other 
facilities for people coming in 
with boats.’

rail philosophy and detail the 
proposals for the Lochaber CRP. 

The same day, from 5.30pm a 
public meeting will be held in 
the Council Chamber, Lochaber 
House, Fort William

The meeting will be hosted by 
Lochaber Transport Forum and 
has been convened to further 
discuss community rail partner-

the proposed Lochaber CRP.
The aim of the meeting is to 

identify members of the com-
munity who would be willing 
to join a partnership steering 
group. 

Islanders urged to take up roles as fossil site wardens

School re-opening 
breathes new life 
into Small Isles

Railways the way forward

Dr Kirsten Norrie and Murray 
Robertson will also complete a 
six-month residency at the col-
lege. Blair Douglas, a founder 
member of Runrig, said ‘This 
is a unique opportunity for me 
- not just to create a major piece 
of new work but to be artistically 
and creatively involved with the 
students at the college.’

The residencies are funded 
as part of Creative Scotland’s 
Creative Futures programme.

Skye artists in residence

Sonja Cameron-Jacks, left, and Mary McGrigor 
presented their findings on a Jacobite martyr. 

20_f21book01

New book on Jacobite martyr

Isle of Lewis minister dies 
in Edinburgh accident

Left: Lochaber Pipe Band introduced 
three new musicians, front from left, Layla 

Norville, Jack Davenport and Jamie-Lee 
Laverty, at their performance in Fort 
William RC Primary School. 20_f21fete01

Fun for all at Fort 
school’s annual fete
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Across
7 Mauve (6)
8 Angora fleece (6)
9 Catcall or owl! (4)
10 Copier of sound (8)
11 Niche to get in (7)
13 Small compartment (5)
15 Brownish grey (5)
16 Redistributes within a given area (7)
18 Bank of a tor (8)
19 Benefit (4)
21 Worked out (6)
22 With enthusiasm (6)

Down
1 Game of chase! (4)
2 Care used to look smart (4,3,6)
3 Relevance (7)
4 Hit flat-handedly (5)
5 Synthetic resin that becomes pliable when 

heated (13)
6 By a stright course (8)
12 Valuable metal (8)
14 Relating to plants (7)
17 Lightheaded (5)
20 Destroy (4)

CHAN eil carbad a tha a’ siubhal rathaidean chinn a tuath agus 
taobh an iar Alba nach eil a’ fulang droch dhìol ri linn staid nan 
slighean sin. Tha cùisean air a bhith a sìor dhol bhuaithe bho 
chionn bhliadhnaichean agus tha caochladh thuairmsean air 
na chosgadh e leasachadh ceart a dhèanamh, ach ann an sgìre 
Chomhairle na Gàidhealtachd a-mhàin thathas a’ bruidhinn air 
mu £150 millean! 

Agus an àite phlanaichean gus an obair-leasachaidh riatanach 
sin a thòiseachadh, ’s ann a tha a’ Chomhairle sin a’ lorg ghear-
raidhean de £2.6 millean à buidseat càraidh nan rathaidean aca 
gus cunntasan a chothromachadh. 

’S e suidheachadh doirbh a tha seo air feadh na dùthcha 
agus mar a tha gach bliadhna a’ dol seachad, is droch aimsir 
gheamhraidhean agus fàs ann an àireamh agus cuideam 
charbadan a’ bleith nan rathaidean, tha an dùbhlan a sìor dhol 
am meud is gun innleachd a’ nochdadh air ciamar a thathas dol 
a sheasamh aige.

Nuair a chaidh ceist a chur air Ministear Còmhdhail 
Riaghaltas na h-Alba bho chionn seachdain, chuir e a’ choire air 
na chosg togail siostam thramaichean Dhùn Èideann airson a’ 
ghainnead airgid ann am buidseat nan rathaidean. Gun teagamh 
dh’fhàg an  £776 millean airson nan tramaichean toll anns an 
sporan a bha mar dhìleab aig an Riaghaltas seo, ach aig an 
aon àm tha iadsan air an t-uallach a ghabhail a-nise agus tha e 
riatanach gum bithte a’ faighneachd ciamar a tha iad am beachd 
dèanamh cinnteach nach eil coimhearsnachdan gu bhith air an 
gearradh dheth le dìth rathaid!  

’S ann aig an Riaghaltas a tha an t-uallach airson lìonra nam 

na rathaidean mar dhleastanas air na Comhairlean. Far am bheil 
sgìrean farsaing mar a’ Ghàidhealtachd agus Earra-Ghàidheal 
tha e follaiseach gum bheil an t-uallach sin gu bhith mòran 
nas cosgaile na bhiodh i, mar eisimpleir, ann am baile mòr.  
Dh’fhaodadh am Ministear a bhith air a ràdh cuideachd gum 
bheil an reothadh air Cìs-Comhairle air fàsgadh a thoirt air 
maoin poblach gu ìre ’s nach eil na Comhairlean air chomas 
cuid den dleastanasan a choileanadh. 

Aig an aon àm ’s gum bheil na rathaidean sin a’ crìonadh à 
bith, tha buidhnean poblach a’ brosnachadh luchd-turais gus 
siubhal dha na sgìrean iomallach sin, agus buidhnean eile a’ 
moladh leasachadh eaconamach annta. 

’S dòcha gum bu chòir dha gnìomhachas a bhith cuideachadh 
Chomhairlean is a’ giùlan cuid den uallach airson na rathaidean 
sin a ghleidheadh.

SCOTTISH Transport Minister Keith Brown may be right 
to blame the investment in the Edinburgh trams system for 
seriously denuding the Scottish Government’s roads budget, but 
he cannot ignore the reality of crumbling networks across the 
country. 

Neither can he deny that the continuing freeze on Council 

service obligations. 
Perhaps bodies promoting tourism and economic development 

on increasingly inaccessible peripheries will have to help 
maintain the roads!

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

This week’s flashback photograph comes from the files of The Oban Times and features pupils from Taynnuilt Primary School in the 
1960s. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing prints returned 

must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Taynuilt Primary School pupils -1960s

Bite back at press 
midge reports
Sir,
I note the predictable media 
reports that the midge is to return 
in ever increasing numbers this 
year - again.

Am I the only one that gets 
fed up with this? Yes, there are 
midges in the Highlands, but they 
are not life-threatening and to 
say that ‘Glencoe, Lochaber and 
Skye’ will be midge infested is 
as bad a generalisation as saying 
‘it’ll be raining in Scotland!’.

There are parts of Glencoe that 
will have midges but in the past 
few years there have been hardly 
any midges in my own area at 
Invercoe.

This is partly because of midge 
machines helping control the 
population and partly because 
of there being less around - even 
in some years when we have 
been told they will be worse 
than ever - so in my opinion it 
is wrong to make such sweeping 
generalisations.

Please let’s stop highlighting 
issues like midges and ticks and 
start being a tad more positive 
about our countryside.

Surely publishing advice on 
how to deal with such irritations 
would be more sensible?

I doubt that the Thai, Mauritian 
and West Indian people bang on 
about their mosquito problem. 

The return of the midge is 
an old story and is just not 
newsworthy.
Iain J Brown, Invercoe, 
Glencoe.

Who needs
sewage work     
sign in Gaelic?  
Sir,
Can anyone tell me who needs 
to know - per Gaelic sign - that 
there are sewage works across 
from Pennyfuir, Oban? 

Tourists? Gaelic speaking/
reading employees? 

Also, why are MacQueen Bros 
giving all that donated money to 
the ‘Whisky Olympics’? 

My family have all donated 
goods to MacQueens over the 
years, expecting the money 
raised to be given to good, needy 
causes in and around Oban. 
Name and address supplied.

Real chance for 
Argyll jobs
Sir,
Your recent article ‘Group 
Claims Wind Farm Would 
Destroy Dalavich’ only tells a 
small part of the story.

For the majority of people in 
this part of Argyll, the wind farm 
at Ardchonnel is a real chance 
to bring jobs and money to 
communities which desperately 
need both.

The wind farm would bring 
with it more than £5 million 
to be shared among local 
communities.  In Inveraray 
alone, these millions, alongside 
matched funding and other fund 
raising, would allow work to 
begin on improvements which 
we badly need if our burgh is to 
remain a focal point for tourism 
in the area.

Your report states there will 
be ‘little or no visual impact’ for 
the communities of Inveraray 
and Glenorchy and Innishail. 
Again, this only tells part of the 
story. The wind farm developers 
have been consulting with our 
community council because the 
transport route for the site would 

Sir,
I am building a model of the 
Connel Bridge, above, for 
inclusion in a model railway 
layout which will be shown 
at the Bonneybridge MR 
Exhibition in October.

I am searching for some 
information and was wondering 
if readers could help me?

I am looking for photographs 
of the bridge - mainly the 
approaches of where the road 
and rail meet - in the 1950s and 
early 1960s. 

Details such as colour of 
the bridge - light grey, dark 

be through our area. We would 
be affected by this but have 
chosen to see the bigger picture.

As a resident of Inveraray and 
a business owner in the town, I 
am delighted our community 
council has supported the 
application because of the 

our community but to the many 
struggling communities nearby.

I have taken the time to read the 
objections made on the council’s 
website and it struck me that at 
least 30 per cent were made by 
people who don’t live or work 
in Argyll - most live in towns 
which have a bigger population 
than the whole of Argyll. 

Living and working in Argyll, 
I am acutely aware that we 
cannot reasonably expect our 
local council to provide all the 
development and infrastructure 
we need in a sparsely populated 
area.  We need other investment 
for jobs, amenities, to provide 
training and work opportunities 
for our children. Without that, 
we lose people and will have 
an even lower population and a 
demographic skewed towards 
older, less economically active 
people.

As to the impact on tourism, 
the number of visitors is affected 
by issues such as the national 
economy and lack of amenity. 
Two of Scotland’s biggest tourist 
attractions – Stirling Castle and 
the National Wallace Monument 
– are within plain sight of a 
wind farm. Visitor numbers 
there are actually increasing, in 
part becasue of local investment 
in the kind of amenities that 
tourists expect.  

I am glad that the community 
council in Inveraray has seen 
the bigger picture and realised 

too sizeable to ignore. This is 
a unique opportunity that will 
enable us to access funding 
for much-needed community 
projects. In Argyll, we cannot 
survive without investment 
or live solely on our beautiful  
views.
Frances J O’Hagan, 
Inveraray. 

Community
polarisations over 
wind farms 
Sir, 
Mr Nevison has a democratic 
right to voice his opinion, as do 
those living locally or visiting 
with differing views and just as 

Re fact over opinion. There 
are rising levels of engineering 
alerts concerning the validity 
of current renewable energy 
policy. 

Predictably ignored is 
the reasoning and sound 
recommendation for the 
application’s refusal by council 
planners, or the robust Scottish 
Natural Heritage advice to them. 
SNH ‘in house’ revised rules now 
prevent the outright objection 
this advice clearly would have 
constituted in the past. 

If Sir Jamie McGrigor still lives 
for any periods of time near his 
proposal, it’s entirely acceptable 
that he is happy to risk his own 
and his family’s health from 
adverse health effects now so 
widely reported and easily found 
via a simple internet search 
e.g. http://waubrafoundation.
org.au /resources/munzel-t-
et-al-cardiovascular-effects-
environmental-noise-exposure/ 

Unacceptable is the imposition 
of negative effects and departures 
from planning regulations upon 

communities and individuals. 
Much vaunted community 

by many, not the panacea it 
purports to be through the 
dangers of questionable short 
term gain for long term pain. 

A serious weakness of 
supporting the proposal in the 
face of real and present evidence 
against consent is his point re 
Scotland’s renewable energy 
targets. Sir Jamie, his party’s 
environment spokesman will 
know statements made by Home 

and Staffordshire MP: ‘I’ve 
always said they should be in the 
right place and that local people 

makes even more sense now 
that there is enough onshore 
wind planned to meet the 
Government’s renewable energy 
target for 2020.’ In respect of 
the Conservative Government’s 
intention to end subsidies paid 
through energy bills for any 
newly planned onshore wind 
farms it would ‘give local 
people the decisive say on them. 
This will give us the power to 
protect the natural beauty of the 
moorlands for the future and 
encourage visitors to our area.’ 

So, is Lochaweside and 
its communities any the less 
deserving of protection - and 
how does all this legitimise 
supporting opinions and the 
application? 
Christine Metcalfe, Loch 
Avich, Taynuilt, Argyll.

Growing 
frustration in 
independence
debate
Sir,
As the gap between the ‘Yes’ and 
‘No’ to Scottish independence 
camps narrows, the frustration 
is apparently evident in many 
‘No’ letter writers’ columns in 
the press.

Vitriolic attacks on ‘Yes’ 
and some ‘No’ supporters 
are becoming more and more 
aggressive.

Perhaps we all should take a 
step back and ‘see oursels as 
ithers see us’.

Those of us on both sides of the 
argument put our ‘heads above 
the parapet’ to get our points 
and observations across in the 
media, and both sides will come 
under the editor’s discretion 
before being published in their 

paper.  Publication often depends 
on editorial/ownership and that 
paper’s political views and we 
have to accept it, unfortunately, 
at times.

While many of us moan at 
the way in which the media 
is reporting a one-sided bias 
on occasion, I was tickled 
pink at the two morning 
interviews (Thursday and 
Friday) on BBC’s Scottish news. 

During these, David Cameron 
was given a tough time by the 
interviewer and answered her 
with more of the same ‘No’ 
answers.

Alex Salmond though, seemed 
this time to have a softer 
approach under pressure and 
gave a more palatable interview, 

Is the Tory Lord Patten no 
longer in charge at the Beeb?

The latest lie on the issue of 
the pound by Mr Cameron was 
quickly scuttled by his opponents 
in ‘Yes’ and hopefully wise 
Scots will have learned from it 
and they will have seen through 
this Westminster political bluff 
and asked for an apology from 
those unionists who put the PM 
up to it.

As for more powers for 
Scotland, if Scots decide to 
remain in the union, it will take a 
lot to convince us as we’ve been 
there before.
Bob Harper, Anstruther, Fife.

Consider fostering
Sir
I have been in foster care for 
nine years and have been lucky 
enough to stay with the same 
foster family.

I remember coming to the fam-
ily like it was yesterday, it was a 
very scary experience. But Carol 
and Billy and their family made 
me feel so welcome and made it 
feel like my home too.

I still have a good relationship 
with my mum, and my mum also 
has a good relationship with my 
foster carers as they made her 
part of the family too.

I didn’t get on well at school, 
but started in college to study 
hairdressing and have managed 

aren’t enough foster carers like 
Carol and Billy, though, for all 
the children who need them 
in Scotland. This Foster Care 
Fortnight I urge you to think if 
you could help someone like me, 
and please think about becoming 
a foster carer.           
Shannen Marmara, c/o the 
Fostering Network Scotland.

stopped at each end – crossing 

the roadway and the railway 
was actually laid on the bridge. 
Were there any lights on the 
bridge?

Any information or 
photographs would be most 
welcome and any expenses 
would be reimbursed. If you 
could help I would be most 
grateful.
Peter Midwinter, chairman, 
South Caernarfonshire 
Model Railway Group. 
Telephone 01286 882332.

Readers help sought on model bridge

End of Year 
Showcase
THIS aptly titled concert 
saw 40 students from all year 
groups of the Traditional 
Music Course at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland, 
take to the stage to perform in 
what was a brilliant evening’s 
entertainment. 

the BA Scottish Music Big 
Band, the students delighted 
the audience with the quality 
of their musicianship and 
their versatility. Gaelic songs 
and Scots songs were sung, 

played while small groups 
performed new compositions. 

At some stage of the evening 
every traditional instru-
ment was played and with 
artistic director of music Phil 
Cunningham and guitar tutor 
Jenn Butterworth also taking 
part this was a concert ranked 
as one of the best. 

Sometimes these 
student concerts have lacked 
cohesion so it was pleasing 
to see the students taking the 
responsibility of compering 
the evening as it progressed. 
This they did well, ensuring 
that they engaged with the 
audience and it is just a pity 
that greater numbers do not 
take the opportunity of going 
along to hear these wonderful 
young musicians.

Need I say that the 

‘stramash’!

Ceol’s Craic
ON TUESDAY May 27, Club 
Film at Ceol’s Craic will show 

was very successful at the 
Edinburgh Film Festival, in 
the CCA at 7.30pm. 

music of the late Martynn 
Bennett and chronicles the 
attempt of a young bard, 
Ruadhan, to preserve his 
community’s oral traditions. 
It stars the legendary Norman 
MacLean with performances 
by Margaret Bennett and 
Sheila Stewart. Admission 
costs £3. 

Then on Saturday May 31, 
Ceol’s Craic, in association 
with An Lochran, will 
host an evening of New 
Collaborations, again in the 
CCA, from 7.30pm until late 
bringing together Gaelic and 
non Gaelic speaking artists, 
seasoned professionals and 
aspiring young musicians. 

For six months, youngsters 
from the east end of 
Glasgow have been exploring 
Gaelic music and culture with 
mentors and from 8.30pm 
Margaret MacLeod and 
Alasdair Whyte will join them 
on stage. Prior to that there 
will be a performance of new 
compositions and reinterpreta-
tions of traditional Gaelic 
song with young musicians 
from the ‘New Gaelic Music 
Songwriting Project’. 

will feature Innes Strachan, 
Chris Nicolson and Ruairidh 
Graham together with Willie 
Campbell and with emerging 

talent Ceitlin Smith also 
joining them.

Ceilidh Comhla
AFTER successful events at 
CalGael and more recently 
at Barmulloch Commu-
nity Centre, Ceilidh Comhla 
returns to the southside on 
Friday May 23 at 8pm in the 
Hidden Gardens. 

These events are based 
on the traditional Highland 
ceilidh when artists and 
the audience will join 
together to perform a variety 
of entertainment. The Hidden 
Gardens can be accessed 
via the Tramway, 25 Albert 
Drive, G41 2PE, and since 
capacity is limited places must 
be booked at administrator@
thehiddengardens.org.uk

Annual general 
meetings
PLEASE note, as listed in 
the Diary Dates, many local 
associations will be holding 
their annual general meetings 
in the coming weeks and I 
am sure they will welcome 
as many as possible to these 
meetings.

Diary dates 
Thursday May 22: Concert 
for Scottish National Party, 
Cottier’s Theatre, 7.30pm with 
Donald Black and his band 
with guests.
Friday May 23: Ceilidh 
Comhla - see above.
Saturday May 24: Phil 
Cunningham and Aly Bain, 
Brunton Theatre, Mus-
selburgh, 8pm.
Tuesday May 27: Live 
at the Star, Admiral Bar, 
72a, Waterloo Street, 8pm 
- O’Hooley and Tidow. Ceol’s 
Craic - see above. Mull and 
Iona Association AGM, An 

Partick, 7.30pm.
Thursday May 29: Phil 
Cunningham and Aly 
Bain, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 7.45pm. Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association 
AGM, Lourdes Secondary 
School, 7.30pm. Comunn an 
Taobh-an-Iar AGM, Ellang-
owan Social Club, Milngavie, 
7.30pm.
Friday May 30: Junior Royal 
Conservatoire Scottish Music 
Concert, 7pm. Partick Folk 
Festival, St Peter’s Church 
Hall, Hyndland Street, 
Partick, with Mick West and 
new Gaelic group ‘Blas’. 
Helensburgh and District 
Highlander’s Association 
AGM, Commodore Hotel, 
8pm.
Saturday May 31: Ceol’s 
Craic - see above. British 
Pipe Band Championships, 
Meadow Park, Bathgate.

Pub scene
DEOCH ’n Dorus will provide 
the music in the Park Bar on 
both Friday and Sunday with 
Martainn Skene there on 
Saturday. In the Islay Inn it 
will be Black Velvet on Friday 
and the Keelies on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

NOBODY likes change, not really, we prefer things to remain the 
same. 

But when change does come about for the best of reasons, like a 
train service from Glasgow to Oban six times a day, it is cause to 
celebrate.

With the enhanced service, Argyll and Bute Council tells us, will 
come ‘opportunities for after-school and weekend employment.’

People from all over the area are happy about the extra provision 
and the celebration on the Oban railway station platform on Tuesday 
morning was reminiscent of days gone by when the train opened up 
Oban for wealth and success. 

But when a community is told it has to give up a morning bus 
service that it trusts, one that takes their children safely from home 
to school, without consultation, it sours the celebration. Nobody 
wants that either.

Argyll and Bute Council’s mantra is ‘realising our potential 
together.’ Parental support could have been gained for the new train 
service, in time - but at the moment parents feel they are not being 
listened to. Perhaps it is time to think again, in order to move on.

Consultation might have worked
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* Please see our website for latest call charges

08457 90 90 90*

01475 721212*
(Inverclyde)

07950 458 121

BLINDS-BY-GERRY
We deliver to the Dunoon area 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays

Weekly Delivery    Free Estimates
Special deals for caravan owners

We cover the whole of Argyll and Bute
BRAND NEW SHOWROOM BETWEEN HOMEBASE AND 
THE VICTORIAN SUITE, INVERKIP STREET, GREENOCK

Tel: 01475 728547   Mob: 07792 055587

Community Clan Culture Ceilidh
Gathering together at Castle Lachlan, by Loch Fyne, PA27 8BU

From Friday June 20th at 11am to Sunday 22nd at 4pm
FREE ADMISSION - ALL WELCOME

The best of Scottish and Argyll food, music,
crafts, activities, heritage walks and talks
for adults and children alike.

For the full programme and more details go to:
www.2014maclachlangathering.com

In aid of conservation of Old Castle Lachlan:
www.oldcastlelachlan.com

Follow us on:
Facebook.com/2014ClanLachlanGathering

Twitter.com/ClanMaclachlanG

A RUGGED, mountainous yet often overlooked 
landscape, the Cowal Peninsula has a geography and 
a history to be reckoned with.

Cowal is separated from the Kintyre peninsula to the west by 
Loch Fyne, and from Inverclyde and North Ayrshire to the east by 
the Firth of Clyde. 

The Isle of Bute lies to the south of Cowal, separated from the 
peninsula by the narrow Kyles of Bute.

Much of Cowal was once held by the Lamont Clan but invasions 
by the neighbouring Campbells and other powerful families 
reduced the Lamont holdings in the wars of the 17th century.

Cowal encapsulates many towns and villages including Innellan, 
Lochgoilhead and Tighnabruaich but the area’s only burgh is 
Dunoon, a popular resort since the days of the Clyde paddle 
steamers, and ferries still sail to Gourock in Inverclyde.

Local surveyors operating throughout Argyll and Bute.

Home Reports and Valuations,
Energy Reports, Quantity Surveying

and Project Management

Email: dunoon@alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Email: helensburgh@alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Email: fort.william@alliedsurveyorsscotland.com
www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com



OBAN Music Society is 
welcoming a duo commit-
ted to the enjoyment of 
music, both as performers 
and for the hundreds who 
have heard them perform.

Taking a friendly ap-
proach to both stagecraft 
and musicianship, Matt 
Edwards and Grant Gold-
ing work as a team, intent 
on maximising the com-
munication between stage 
and auditorium. 

Performances at home and 
abroad have included ven-

Denmark, Germany, United 
Arab Emirates and across 

the pond to the USA. 
Home performances have 

involved such prestigious 
venues as the Academy 
of St Martin in the Fields, 
St Giles Cripplegate, 
the cathedrals of York, 
Peterborough, Guildford, 
Lincoln, Glasgow, Edin-
burgh and Winchester and 
venues closer to home such 
as the famous Kelvingrove 
Art Gallery, and churches 
throughout Scotland 
including Dunblane, Alloa, 
Grangemouth, Kilsyth and 
Paisley.

Taking their open style 
of performance to various 

venues continues to delight 
audiences, with the oppor-
tunity to see the performers 
in a more intimate light.

Performances such as this 
have included works for 
trumpet and piano/continuo 
in church halls and historic 
monuments. 

Grant, a Masters graduate 
in performance of the Royal 
Scottish Academy of Music 
and Drama, has performed 
as a soloist throughout the 
world. 

As a student at the 
RSAMD, he was featured 
with the BBC Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra, and 

has performed with the 
Scottish Opera, Royal Scot-
tish National Orchestra, 
Dunedin Consort and is 
currently in high demand 
as a teacher and performer 
throughout the country. 

He is also the recipient of 
the Countess of Munster 
Musical Trust Award. Matt 
is an honours graduate of 
the Open University. 

In 1998 he gained his 
place in the history books, 
becoming the youngest 
cathedral director of music 
in the UK at the age of just 
21. 

He has performed as an 

accompanist and soloist 
for the BBC, including 
both television and radio 
broadcasts. 

He has also performed 
for the Archbishop of Can-
terbury and currently holds 
the position of Director of 
Music at the world famous 
Baptist Cathedral of Europe 
- Thomas Coats Memorial 
Church in Paisley.

Grant and Matt advocate 
an infectious enjoyment in 
a variety of music from the 
baroque to the present day, 
offering the audience the 
opportunity to become part 
of the music through their 

insightful and entertaining 
performance.

The event takes place on 

Friday May 23 at 7.30pm in 
St John’s Cathedral. Tickets 
are £10 on the door.
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FREE EVENT LISTING

FRIDAY MAY 23
Trumpet and organ recital, St John’s Cathedral, 7.30pm

SATURDAY MAY 24
Garden Open, Maolachy Garden, Lochavich, 2pm-5pm
The Lismore Kayak Challenge, Ganavan Sands, Oban, 2.00pm
Plant Sale, Victory Hall, Benderloch, 2.00pm
Scottish Wildlife Trust 50th Anniversary, Ardmaddy Castle, 12noon
Open Studio, Port Appin Studio, 11am-5pm
Champions League Final Spanish Night, Real Madrid v Atletico Madrid (Live), Fort 
William Shinty Club, From 7pm

SUNDAY MAY 25
Charity car boot sale, Co-op car park, Oban, 10am
Open Studio, Port Appin Studio, 11am-5pm
Garden Open, Maolachy Garden, Lochavich, 2pm-5pm
Craft Fayre, Every Sunday, Creagan Inn, Appin, 12-5pm
Garden Opening at Ormsary, Lochgilphead, 2.00pm
Ramblers Association guided walk, Kentra Bay and the Singing Sands, Acharacle

MONDAY MAY 26
Coffee morning, Oban congregational church, 10.30am

WEDNESDAY MAY 28
Budapest Cafe Orchestra, Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern, 7.30pm

THURSDAY MAY 29
Ramblers Association guided walk, Beinn an Dothaidh and Beinn Dorain, Bridge 
of Orchy
Ballet West Dance Degree showcase, Corran Halls, Oban, 7.30pm

FRIDAY MAY 30
Art exhibition with cheese and wine, Lorn Resource Centre, Oban, 7.30pm
Yes Scotland, Public Meeting, Taynuilt Village Hall, 7.30pm
Aly Bain and Phil Cunningham, Corran Halls, Oban, 8.00pm

SATURDAY MAY 31
The Singing Kettle Fantastic Funfair, Corran Halls, Oban, 2pm
Paddle Steamer Waverley - Cruise to the Isle of Skye or Inverie
Ceilidh. Neil Kennedy & friends, with Seil Sound. Seil Hall, Ellenabeich, BYOB, 19.30pm

Email details of your event to
whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

Muppets Most Wanted (U) 113 mins
Trans-continental caper. “Fun all the way.” The Observer
23/05 at 5.30pm, 24/05 at 2pm, 26/05 at 5.30pm, 27/05 at 
5.30pm, 28/05 at 5.30pm, 29/05 at 5.30pm, 30/05 at 5.30pm, 
31/05 at 2pm, 02/06 at 5.30pm, 04/06 ar 5.30pm, 05/06 at 
5.30pm

The Amazing Spider-Man 2 (12A) 142 mins
Only Spidey can protect New Yorkers from a gang of formidable 
villains. “The coolest superhero ever.” The Telegraph  
22/05 at 5.30pm, 24/05 at 8.30pm, 26/05 at 8.30pm, 28/05 at 
8.30pm, 30/05 at 8.30pm, 31/05 at 5.30pm, 02/06 at 8.30pm, 
03/06 at 5.30pm, 05/06 at 8.30pm

The Love Punch (12A) 94 mins
Divorced couple turn diamond thieves.“Likeable fun.” The 
Guardian      
23/05 at 8.30pm, 27/05 at 8.30pm, 29/05 at 8.30pm, 03/06 at 
8.30pm

Blackbird (15) 90 mins
Powerful drama set in a west coast Scottish village “... sings 
in praise of Scotland’s cultural history.” The Guardian        
24/05 at 5.30pm, 31/05 at 8.30pm, 04/06 at 8.30pm

Cuban Fury (15) 98 mins
Nick Frost unleashes his inner salsa demon. “Heartfelt blast of 
fun.” Empire      
22/05 at 8.30pm

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Sponsored by

Book in advance at: www.screenmachine.co.uk or phone 
0871 902 5750. Tickets also at the cinema 30 mins before 
screenings. Cash, no cards. £7.00 Adults. Concessions £5.50.  
3D +£1.50

Fort William Thur 22 - Sat 24 May
Strontian Mon 26 May
Lochaline Tue 27 May
Craignure Wed 28 May
Tobermory Thu 29 - Sat 31 May
Lochgilphead Mon 2 - Wed 4 June
Tarbert Loch Fyne Thu 5 June

Trumpet will sound in Oban

KINTYRE Songwriters’ 
Festival is set to be bigger 
than ever when it returns 
this weekend for its seventh 
year.

Despite traditionally not 
attracting fans en masse 
for the event, the festival’s 
intimate appeal has made it 
a favourite among fans and 
performers.

Stephen Johnson, festival 
organiser, said: ‘The main 
difference between the 
songwriters’ and Mull of 
Kintyre festivals is obvi-
ously the number of people 
each draws, but we want to 
keep the closeness that ex-
ists between the musicians 
and music fans at songwrit-
ers. This event is about 
appreciation of the music.’

Stephen, one of three 
brothers who make up the 
well-known Campbeltown 
band The Twisted Melons, 
is keenly aware of the fes-
tival’s value in promoting 
emerging Kintyre musicians 
of all genres.

‘The weekend sees local 
talent given a chance to 
showcase their own music,’ 
he said. ‘It is essentially 
about getting people out of 

their bedrooms and onto the 
stage.’

It is not just the musical 
talent of Kintyre who are 
invited to play, with the 
festival committee inviting 
professional acts to perform 
in previous years.

Stephen said: ‘We have 
had more acts applying to 
play than ever, from as far 
away as Italy, so there is 
plenty of interest in playing 
at the festival.

‘With professionals com-
ing to songwriters it means 
there is something exciting 
for local acts to aspire to.’

Scott Hutchison, singer 
and main songwriter for 
Scottish indie band Fright-
ened Rabbit, is among an 
impressive list of acts across 
the weekend.

Stephen added: ‘We have 
had performers who have 
gone away and recom-
mended the festival to other 
musicians, which allows it 
to keep growing. It should 
be a great weekend.’

For more information on 
this year’s Kintyre Song-
writers Festival schedule go 
to kintyresongwritersfesti-
val.co.uk.

Musical talents 
in tune for 
songwriters’ 
festival

Frightened Rabbit singer Scott Hutchison will be playing 
at the White Hart, Campbeltown, on Sunday evening.

Sound the trumpet Matt Edwards and Grant Golding are 
playing at St John’s Cathedral on May 23.

Small Paws Rescue

Please contact Pat on 01852 300362
www.smallpaws.co.uk

Reg. charity SC044301

Bella

Very sweet 
girl, is 
spayed.

Gracie

Beautiful girl. 
Is spayed. 
Needs a 
quiet home.

Molly

Young and 
very friendly. 
Is spayed.

OBAN Library will be 
playing host to one of 
Scotland’s comedians.

The Journeys to Glasgow 
tour will see Janey 

G o d l e y 
a n d 
h e r 

daughter Ashley Storrie on 
their Scottish tour in Oban 
on Friday May 30. 

The tour is part of the 
Glasgow 2014 cultural 
programme in celebration 
of the Commonwealth 
Games.

As well as performing 
their hilarious show, there 
will be the 

opportunity for the public 
to meet and share their 
own stories with Janey and 
Ashley. A collection of 
these stories gathered from 
around the country will be 
collated into a sound slide 

storytelling abilities.
The performance starts 

at 7.30 pm in the Public 
Library, 77 Albany 

Street, Oban. Tickets 
are free but limited. 
For tickets call 01631 

571444.

Comedian Janey Godley will be in 
Oban Library to share stories of the 

Commonwealth Games.  

Scottish comedy tour 
coming to Oban

WAR, Scotland and The 
Commonwealth are all 
themes for this year’s Gaelic 
writing competition.

Comann Luchd-Teagaisg 
Àrd-Sgoiltean, the Profes-
sional Association for 
Gaelic Secondary School 
Teachers in Scotland, is for 

school students in Gaelic 
Medium and Gaelic Learn-

ers education.  
It is hoped the competition 

will allow young Gaelic 
speakers and learners from 
across Scotland to develop 
their literacy skills and 
record in writing the sig-

for Scotland.  
Schools are being asked to 

submit their 10 best pieces 
of writing by June 9, 2014.

Gaelic Writing Competition

THE HISTORY of Madame 
Scotia is being sought from 
Appin and Oban residents.

She was a well-known 
Clarsach player whose real 
name was Heloise Russell-
Fergusson. 

Part of her early life was 
spent in Port Appin where 
she returned during WW2. 
She was born in 1896 and 
lived until 1970.

Her niece, Helene 
Witcher, takes up the story: 
‘She had performed all over 
the world and wrote a series 
for the People’s Journal 
between December 1938 
and February 1939 about 
her travels. 

‘In the 1950s and 1960s 
she spent long periods in 
the Alexandra Hotel in 
Oban and set up a recording 
company called Clarsach 
Recordings. 

‘I’ve been told that when 
she was at the Alexandra she 
took her own wallpaper as 
she didn’t like the hotel’s. 

who may have worked 
in the hotel during the 
1950s/1960s or anyone else 
who may remember this 
rather eccentric elderly 
lady.’

Anyone with information 
should email editor@oban-
times.co.uk.

Do you 
remember 
Madame Scotia?

MUSIC students from West 
Highland College UHI 
wowed the audience at their 
Fort William showcase. 

Two bands from the 
college, Cougar and the 
Cubs and Fox Fear, played 
in The Basement and were 
joined by groups from 
North Highland College on 
Thursday night. 

Students also gave indi-
vidual performances as part 

in music - which they were 
all delighted to pass. 

West Highland College 
UHI live performance 
lecturer Jason Thurston 
said: ‘They did very well. 
It’s a great opportunity to 
show people what they can 
do and it was a success as 
always. 

‘They will all be passing 

the assessment. They’ve 
been under a lot of pressure 
as it’s the end of 38 weeks’ 
work  but they did really 
well and it was great to see 
support from previous 
students.’ 

Lecturers are now appeal-
ing for students for next 
year’s music course. For 
more information contact 
the Fort William campus 
on 01397874000. 

CÈOL ON The Croft, the 
two-day community music 
festival at Kilmuir in north 
Skye, gets underway next 
weekend.

Headline act on the Friday 
evening will be ‘Diamh’ 
with ‘Breabach’ the top act 
on Saturday night.

Other performers in the 

line-up include Colm Sands 
and The Mischa MacPher-
son Trio on Friday and the 

Donald MacDonald and 
the Islands, and Shaka on 
Saturday night.

The Kilmuir gig will be 
the last one of Breabach’s 
current tour of the UK.

Breabach headlining 
Cèol on the Croft

Music students wow at 
end-of-year showcase

Fox Fear - Back from left: Laura Davies, Louise MacLennan and Liam MacLean. 
Front: Rae Stewart, left, and Shaun MacEachan. 20_f21college01

Cougar and the Cubs - Back from left: Tre Wright, Fiona Marshall and Ozzy MacIsaac. 
Front: Liam Barrie (left) and Craig Stoddart. 20_f21college02 

ARGYLL residents are 
being sought to take part in 
one of the biggest spectacles 
Loch Fyne has ever seen 
when the inaugural Loch 
Fyne Viking Festival gets 
underway next month.

-
ness levels are being given 
the chance to be part of the 
team that rows a Viking 
longship across Loch Fyne.

The recently built long-
ship will set sail on June 25, 

in a spectacle that will be 
seen at a number of vantage 
points across the loch.

There will be rowing 
opportunities on a series of 
trips which include: Tarbert 
to Fyne Ales, Cairndow, 
on June 25; Cairndow to 
Inveraray, Inveraray to Ar-
drishaig and Ardrishaig to 
Tarbert on June 26; Tarbert 
to Portavadie on June 29. 

Hans Kok, of the festival 

organising committee, 
said: ‘The longship will be 
accompanied by several 
support boats and quite a 
number of spectator boats 
are expected. All can take 
rowers to and from the 
longship. Do register, even 
if, for whatever reason, you 

minutes. We will do our 
best to arrange a rowing 
slot for everyone who has 
registered.’

People who would like 
to take part should register 
their interest by emailing 
mallemok@live.co.uk, or 
downloading a form from 
www.facebook.com/Loch-
FyneVikingFestival.

The historic Magnus 
Barfot’s 1093 portage of 
a Viking longship from 
Tarbert’s West Loch to East 
Loch will be recreated using 
the longship on Saturday, 
June 28.

Take part in Viking 

row across Loch Fyne 
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COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD

LIVE STREAMED EVENT
• NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE
The Curious Incident of the Dog 
in the Night-Time
Following its smash-hit live broadcast in 
2012, the National Theatre production 
of The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-Time returns to cinemas. 
Based on the acclaimed novel by Mark 
Haddon, The Curious Incident of the Dog 
in the Night-Time has been hailed by The 
Times as ‘a phenomenal combination of 
storytelling and spectacle’. Winner of 7 
Olivier Awards in 2013, including Best 
New Play. 
Christopher, fifteen years old, has an 
extraordinary brain – exceptional at 
maths while ill-equipped to interpret 
everyday life. When he falls under 

suspicion of killing Mrs Shears’ dog 
Wellington, he records each fact about 
the event in the book he is writing to 
solve the mystery of the murder. But his 
detective work, forbidden by his father, 
takes him on a frightening journey that 
upturns his world.
• RIO 2 (U)
In RIO 2 we find Blu, Jewel and their 
three kids living the perfect domesticated 
life in that magical city. When Jewel 
decides the kids need to learn to live like 
real birds, she insists the family venture 
into the Amazon. As Blu tries to fit in 
with his new neighbours, he worries he 
may lose Jewel and the kids to the call 
of the wild.
• The Other Woman (12A)
After discovering her boyfriend is married, 

Carly Whitten tries to get her ruined life 
back on track. But when she accidentally 
meets the wife he’s been cheating on, 
she realizes they have much in common, 
and her sworn enemy becomes her 
greatest friend. When yet another affair 
is discovered, all three women team up 
to plot mutual revenge on their cheating, 
lying, three-timing SOB.
• X-Men: Days of Future Past 
(12A)
The ultimate X-Men ensemble fights 
a war for the survival of the species 
across two time periods in X-Men: Days 
of Future Past. The characters from the 
original X-Men film trilogy join forces 
with their younger selves from X-Men: 
First Class in an epic battle that must 
change the past - to save our future.

        The Lego Movie Thurs 22nd 16.00 (Screen 2)

Transcendence Thurs 22nd 15.30

Spiderman Thurs 22nd 19.00 (Screen 2)

NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE - ENCORE PERFORMANCE
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time Thurs 22nd May 19.00

RIO 2 Fri 23rd 18.00 (Screen 2) Sat 24th 13.00 3D
Sun 25th 13.00 2D, 15.30 3D Tues 27th 18.00 2D (Screen 2)  
Wed 28th 18.00 2D (Screen 2) Thurs 29th 18.00 2D (Screen 2)

The Other Woman Fri 23rd 18.30 Sat 24th 18.30
Sun 25th 18.00 Mon 26th 21.30
Tues 27th 18.30 Wed 28th 21.30
Thurs 29th 18.30

X-Men: Fri 23rd 15.30 3D, 21.00 2D Sat 24th 15.30 2D, 21.00 3D
Days of Future Past Sun 25th 20.30 2D Mon 26th 15.30 2D, 18.30 3D

Tues 27th 15.30 3D, 21.00 2D Wed 28th 15.30 2D, 18.30 3D
Thurs 29th 15.30 3D, 21.00 2D Te
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To advertise in our community noticeboard call 01631 568000Discover the mystical Western Isles aboard Waverley! Sailing from OBAN North Pier
Isle of Skye
Inverie

SATURDAY May 31 Leave 10am back 9.30pm
Fares: Isle of Skye £37 SC £35 Visit Inverie £39 SC £37

Castles & Ceilidh
Evening Showboat
Groups of 10+ only £17

SUNDAY June 1
Leave 7.30pm back 10pm 
Fare: Cruise Loch Linnhe with Ceilidh Band 

Trail West Playing Onboard! £19  

4 Lochs 
& A Whirlpool

SUNDAY June 1 Leave 12.30pm back 6.30pm
Fare: 4 Lochs & Whirlpool £29 SC £27

Iona
& Iona Abbey

MONDAY June 2 Leave 11.30am back 7.30pm
Fare: Isle of Iona £41 SC £39
TUESDAY June 3 Leave 9am back 8.30pm
Fare: Mull of Kintyre via Corryvreckan £29 SC £27

Mull of Kintyre 
Coach return from Tarbert

or Book Online at waverleyexcursions.co.uk
To book Call 0845 130 4647, Visit Oban Information Centre

•Steam Engines
•Special fares for Senior Citizens
•Restored Lounges & Restaurant 
•Children Half Fare - Under 5’s free
•Be sure of your tickets - Book in Advance
•Last sea-going Paddle Steamer in the World!

North Connel & District 
Horticultural Show

Plant Sale
Saturday 24 May

Victory Hall, 
Benderloch 2.00pm
Admission (includes teas)

Adults £2, Children £1

Scottish Wildlife Trust
Come and celebrate our 

50th ANNIVERSARY
with the Lorn & Mid-Argyll Members’ Centre

Ardmaddy Castle
Saturday 24th May, 12noon – 4pm

Lunches, stalls, activities, garden,
chainsaw art, birthday cake

GARDEN OPENING
Sunday 25th May, 2.00pm - 6.00pm

at Ormsary Lochgilphead (B8024)
WALLED GARDEN, PLANT SALE

VETERAN CARS, HOMEMADE TEAS
in aid of The MS Therapy Centre,

The Ormsary Social Club
and South Knapdale Parish Church

LERAGS is likely to fea-
ture as part of the closing
ceremony of the Common-

wealth Games.
Filmmakers were in the

glen last weekend to shoot

in the ruins of Kilbride
Church with former Arab
Strap front man Aidan

Moffat. He is touring the

in their natural habitat.                    

Gig in the graveyard

Playing for the crowd at Lerags were the Hollow Mountain String band members Robert Woods, John McMahon and 
Stephen McNally.  

AWARD-winning cam-
eraman Gordon Buchanan
is working on a new series
about the Highlands of
Scotland.

Following in the footsteps

of acclaimed series Hebrides
the series Highlands, began

is a two-year project which
is expected to transmit in
2016.

Highlands series filming started

IN NEXT WEEK’S Oban Times

2 for 1
entry vouchers
FOR OBAN PHOENIX CINEMA

OBAN CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH

Coffee 
Morning

Monday 26th May
10.30am – 12.30pm

£2.50 admission
Sales Stalls

Proceeds to Church Funds

Charity Car 
Boot Sale

Co-op Car Park
Sunday

25th May
10am – 2pm
£5 per table

Scotland’s Gardens
Charity No SCO11337

Maolachy Garden
Lochavich

Garden Open
24th & 25th May

2pm – 5pm
Home made teas, Plant 
stall, Admission £3.50

THE WEST Highland Lines
Post-Beeching by Gordon

-
ney along one of the world’s

Published this month it
takes a detailed look at the
lines, their workings and
the rolling stock.

The West Highland rail-
way line is revered around
the world for its fascinating
history and spectacular
beauty. In 2009 it was voted
as the ‘top rail journey in
the world’, ahead of the

iconic Trans-Siberian line
in Russia and the Cuzco
to Machu Picchu line in
Peru. The line itself travels
through some of the most
remote, picturesque and
dramatic scenery in the
country—sections of the

The author Gordon D.
Webster studied journalism
at the Glasgow Caledonian
University and is a life-long
railway enthusiast.

West Highland line
book published

THE UNMISTAKABLE
sound of a steam train puff-
ing its way along a railway
track made heads turn last
week as clouds of smoke
appeared above the trees on

the West Highland line.
Two Black Fives locomo-

tives were pulling the
Highlands and Islands
Explorer, run by Steam
Dreams operators of The

Cathedral’s Express, which
was on a nine-day trip from
London to the Highlands.

As well as steaming from
Inverness to Fort William,
the locomotives and coaches

went to Kyle of Lochalsh,
Fort William, Mallaig and
Oban before heading back
to London via Durham.

The Black Fives, so
named after the standard

black livery which they left
the railway works yards in,
were built for the London,
Midland and Scottish
Railway in 1934, designed
by Sir William Stanier.

The last Black Five of
842 built left the works in
1951 and 18 have survived
with several examples still
working on the mainline
railways today.

One of the Black Fives pulling the Highlands and Islands Explorer across the head of Loch Awe near Dalmally on its way to Oban. Photo courtesy Kate Craig

Steam trains puff their way
through the Highlands

BALLET West HND
students took to the stage
at the Corran Halls in Oban
last week in their end of
year show.

The large audience
enjoyed an eclectic range of
dance from these talented
students, from the strictly
classical, including Andrew
Cook and Daniella Brown
in the Cinderella pas de
deux to the newly commis-
sioned Scherzo a la Russe
by guest choreographer
Daniel Job.

The 50-strong cast

also performed jazz and
contemporary numbers,
many of which had been
choreographed for the per-
formance by the students
and guest teachers.

The degree students
perform in the Corran
Halls in Dance! on May 29
with a culmination of three
years of work and the show

-
ment that the students will
take before graduating with
a BA(Hons) in Dance from
Northumbria University.

The show will also be a

diverse mix demonstrating
the breadth of experience
the dancers have gained
from classical ballet,
modern ballet and contem-
porary.

More new work has
also been created for the
students by Daniel Job and
Andrew McNicol which
will be performed alongside
work that the students have
devised themselves as part
of their degree studies.

This is a great opportunity
to see the dancing stars of
tomorrow before they em-

bark on their professional
careers.

The Ballet West Diamond
draw will be drawn at this
performance next Thurs-
day.

with only one prize of a
sparkling pair of diamond
earrings from Love for
Diamonds, worth £1,000
and kindly donated by
Ballet West Board member,
Jo Mickel. Only 250 tickets
are being sold for the draw
so everyone has a good
chance of winning.

The HND students in Scherzo a la Russe, choreographed by Daniel Job. Photo by Kevin McGlynn

Ballet West HND students showcase their talent

Andrew Cook and Daniella Brown in the Cinderella pas de 
deux. Photo by Kevin McGlynn

Art Exhibition
of students work

and cheese and wine 
evening

All welcome
Admission Free

Lorn Resource Centre
30th May 7.30pm
Supported by Argyll & 

Bute Council Community 
Learning Service

Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern
Budapest Cafe Orchestra

from Harringay
Wednesday 28th May 7.30pm

Licensed bar
Tickets: £9/£6/£20 (family)
Veggie Goulash £5 served at 

6.30pm - prebook by 23rd May
01852 500746 

cvh.artsevents@gmail.com
www.craignishvillagehall.org.uk

PEOPLE attending last
weekend’s Loch Fyne Food
Fair received a traditional
Argyll welcome as torrential
rain hit on Saturday and
Sunday.

A huge marquee, however,
protected visitors from the
elements and housed a wealth

of the high quality food and
drink which Loch Fyne is
now garnering a name for.

Loch Fyne Oysters and
Fyne Ales were, as usual, a
big hit with ‘foodies’, while
the festival’s new Whisky
Connections was equally
popular.

Traditional Argyll welcome at Loch 
Fyne food fair
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This busy and vital centre on the Island of Lismore 

Come by ferry from Port Appin or Oban on foot
or bring a bicycle.

01631 760020 or 01631 760030
Isle of Lismore Heritage Centre, Lismore, PA34 5UL

www.lismoregaelicheritagecentre.org
lismoremuseum@btconnect.com
www.facebook.com/LiosbeagCafe

www.liosbeagcafe@live.co.uk 

Lismore Gaelic Heritage Centre
and Liosbeag Café

Liosbeag  
Café

Lismore ‘A People and their Place’
For centuries we were told that the chief barrier to 
our progress was the Gaelic language.  Now the 
importance of the language along with the culture 
and tradition of our Island are brought to life in this 
museum, through the hard work of the island com-
munity.  

for lunch and a place to hear stories of the past.   A 
welcome rest and tasty meal are on offer and you 
can enjoy your meal while admiring the beautiful 

WHILE  out and 
about at the week-
end many of us will 
go for a wander 
down our local high 
street and enjoy a 
spot of shopping or 
some lunch.

But this can be-
come a bit mundane 
after a while and 
seeing the same 
thing all the time is 
less than inspiring.

Things needn’t be 
this way though, 
the west coast of 
Scotland has a huge 
array of different 
shops, restaurants 
and attractions on 
offer in places you 
might not expect.

You can make a 
day of it and head 
off to visit one of the 

many breathtaking 
castles or gardens 
that abound in this 
area.

-
gered and inspired 
by these beautiful 
places there are 
plenty of garden 
centres on offer, both 
in and out of town, to 
recreate the scenery 
at home.

If adventure is 
more your style why 
not grab the kids and 
head off to an activity 
centre or hill walk-
ing. Just remember 
to stop off at one of 
the cafes, pubs or 
restaurants on the 
way. It’s bound to 
taste better if you’ve 
earned it after a long 
walk.

You could even 
head off on the ferry 
for a day out. There 
are lots of islands 
within easy reach 
of Oban, why not 
try Lismore or Mull. 
Once there you’ll 

gems to explore.
But don’t forget 

there are probably 
lots of places in your 
very own town that 
you have never been 
in, or events happen-
ing that you didn’t 
even know about. 
So why not look past 
your usual haunts, 
and try something 
new and different. 
The west truly is full 
of treasures, you 
just need to head 

islay festival 2014
PROGRAMME
OF EVENTS
Friday 23 May:
Concert with “Dougie McLean Trio”,
Bowmore Hall, 8pm – 11pm. Licensed. £15
– Book Online

Saturday 24 May:
Dance to “The Goats Don’t Shave”, 
Ramsay Hall, 9pm – 1am. Licensed. Ticket 
Price £15 – Book Online

Monday 26 May:
Whisky Nosing & Ceilidh, Ramsay Hall, 
Nosing 8pm-9pm, followed by Ceilidh.
Ticket £15 includes 3 drams. Licensed 
– Book Online

Tuesday 27 May:
Folk Night, Lagavulin Malt Mill, 8pm, 
Ticket Price £10. Licensed – Book Online

Wednesday 28 May:
Grand Concert, Bowmore Hall, 8pm 
- 10.30pm, Ticket Price £5 (Pay at the 
Door) UnLicensed

Thursday 29 May:
Cloutie Dumpling Ceilidh, Ballygrant 
Hall, 8pm – 12.00am, Ticket Price £7.50. 
Licensed – Book Online

Friday 30 May:
Big Gig at Laphroaig Distillery 
Courtyard “Open Air” “The Boss” Bruce 
Springsteen Tribute.
9pm – 1pm. Ticket Price £15. Licensed 
– Book Online

Saturday 31 May:
Final Fling with “Sailor Bill” at the 
Ramsay Hall, 9pm – 1pm, Ticket Price £15 
Licensed
Whisky Galore, Isle of Mull Theatre 
Group, Bowmore Hall, 7.30pm
Price £9 includes refreshment. In Partner-
ship with Islay Arts Association – Book 
Online

Tickets for all Festival Events will be 
available at Bowmore and Port Ellen Post 

-

Visit: www.islayfestival.com
Email: enquiries@islayfestival.com

Distillery Open Days
Lagavulin Open Day: Sat 24th May 
Bruichladdich Open Day: Sun 25th May 
Port Ellen Maltings Open Day: Sun 25th
Caol Ila Open Day: Mon 26th May 
Laphroaig Open Day: Tues 27th May 
Bowmore Open Day: Wed 28th May 
Islay Ales Open Day: Wed 28th May 
Jura Distillery Open Day: Thurs 29th May 
Kilchoman Open Day: Thurs 29th May 
Bunnahabhain Open Day: Fri 30th May 
Ardbeg Open Day: Sat 31st May

Full Islay Festival Distillery events 
programmes available online.
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of the

T H E  L O C H S I D E  H O T E L
A friendly family-run hotel on the shores of Loch Indaal.

Lounge bar with over 300 malts and a bustling all-day restaurant 
serving fresh local seafood with spectacular views across the Loch.
We are open all year round and a warm welcome is assured in one 

of the best whisky bars in the world.

Live music every night throughout Islay Festival, 
including Skerryvore!

E-mail: bookings@lochsidehotel.co.uk
Shore Street, Bowmore. Tel: 01496 810244

the islay festival
of music and malt
23rd to 31st may 2014

W E S T

www.calmac.co.uk
0800 066 5000

www.calmac.co.uk

transporttimes

winner 2013

Islay and C olonsayNEW
Additi

onal

Saturd
ay

Sailing

Why don’t you take 
a trip west this year 
and visit Fèis Ìle? 
Truly you will receive 
a warm welcome, 
kindness, songs, 
poetry, history, pip-
ing, food, classes 
for Gaelic song and 
language and more. 

Every year there 
is a diverse pro-
gramme featuring 
traditional music, 
ceilidhs, Gaelic les-
sons, golf, bowling 
and whisky tasting.

The Festival is 
held in the last 
week of May every 

year. 2014 will be 
the thirtieth year, so 
they must be doing 
something right!

For the last 
number of years all 
of the Islay distiller-
ies have held open 
days throughout the 
week of the festival, 

adding to the mix!
Come along and 

enjoy a week long 
celebration of music 
and all that Islay has 
to offer.

The 2014 Islay 
Festival will run from 
23rd to 31st of May 
2014.
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Memory 19

Tel: 01770 830208

Traditional gaff 
rigged day sailer GRP.
5ph outboard, 
inflatable dinghy 
& trailer.

£9,750 o.n.o.

Land Rover Freelander TD4 S.

£2850

Tel: 01546 510549

2005 3 Door 
Hardback.
Blue. 82500 miles, 
service history, Mot 
& Tax to November. 
Average condition.

Peugeot 308 SW SE 1.6HDi

£6,500

Tel: 01369 707753/07766 973667

2008. 7 seater, very high 
spec, Bluetooth,
Parking Sensors, 
Detachable Towbar etc.
FSH. Excellent, economic 
and much loved
Family car.

Renault Master Ex NHS mini bus

£2,500  Oban.

Tel: 07881626750

T reg, 1999, partially 
converted into camper 
van with ramp for 
disability, MOT to 
October, is taxed as 
disabled but on SORN 
meantime.

Beautiful 35’ Classic Sloop 1952

Tel: 01687 450 367

New mast & sails 2011
Beta 28 diesel, Well 
equipped 
& maintained. Ready to sail. 
Arisaig   ranald.su@
btinternet.com

£24,500

Swallow Sprite Quattro EW

£13,000

Tel: 01631 570193

2014, Twin Axle, 
6 Berth Touring 
Caravan, 26’x8’, 
as new.

Freedom 33 Yacht 1988

Phone 07768925513 or email 
freedomyacht@virginmedia.com 

for more information. 

Bargain at 
£19,000

WANTED URGENTLY

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

MOTORHOMES &
CARAVANS 
WE WONT BE BEATEN ON 
PRICE FINANCE SETTLED, 
INSTANT COLLECTION AND 
DIRECT PAYMENT.

14’ Fishing Boat with cuddy plus 
good road trailer

Tel: 01631 730124

4hp Mariner 2 stroke 
outboard, many 
extras, oars, boathook, 
anchor, life jackets etc, 
plus spare outboard, 
needs attention.

£975 o.n.o.

Vauxhall Corsa SXi+

£1995 o.n.o.

Tel: 07769 266260

1.2, 70,000 miles
Mot’d until end of 
November
Taxed until end of June
Cheap to Insure, 
Cheap to run.

Regal 1700LSR 1999

Tel: 07979 508819

135mercruiser inboard 
with Alpha 1 Leg and 
S/Steel prop Excellent 
Day Boat comes 
with trailer good for 
40 plus knots.

£6250 o.n.o.

WANTED

Telephone: 
07703490572 ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all 

pickups single or double cabs, 
any condition, runner or not, high 

miles no problem.

WANTED

Please telephone
07783 638067

Caravans and motorhomes
Any make, Model or condition. 

Instant decision 
and payment.

WANTED

Telephone 
07423736722

Any 4 x 4 vehicle, Landrover, 
Toyota, Mitsubishi etc, high 
mileage, any condition. Non 

runners/MOT failures accepted.

WANTED

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

All types of motor homes & 
caravanettes. Any age or condition. 

We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of 

touring caravans from 95 onwards. 

Vw Touareg 3.0 V6 Tdi Altitude

£13,500 o.n.o.

Tel: 01586 820350 or 07717 531239

(08) Reg, Silver, 72,000 Miles, 
MOT Feb 15, Taxed Aug 14, 
Service History
Alloys, Leather interior, Heated 
front Seats, Detachable Towbar, 
Privacy Glass, Front and Rear 
Parking Sensors.

Vw Passat 2007 2.0tdi Se Dsg

£5,500 o.n.o.

Tel: 07917 445070

Detachable 
Towbar, 
87,000 miles

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 
07923 091694 or email 

wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and 
camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

Honda CRV 4 x 4,  2.0i

£950 o.n.o.

Tel: 07788 505224

93,000 miles, 
service history,
11 months MOT, 
5 months Tax,
4 good tyres, good 
condition for year.

Fiat Panda 4x4 

£2175 o.n.o.

Tel: 07780 601561

06 reg, Petrol, 79K
Tax & MOT June 2014
Ideal local car - great 
runner, avg 41 MPG.

Mercedes E270

£7500. (No agencies)

Tel: 01343 842114 or 07702 985180 

Silver. 80000 miles. 
1 owner since new. 
Heated seats, all 
leather.  Immaculate 
condition. MOT’d 1 
year, Taxed 20/4/15.

Qashqai Teckna DCI.

£9000. (No agencies)

Tel: 01343 842114 or 07706 939534 

Silver. 45000 miles. 
Panoramic roof, heated 
seats, Bluetooth, all 
leather etc.  Lady Owner. 
Immaculate condition. 
Very reliable. 
MOT’d 03/15.

Snapdragon 24’ Bilge Keel

Tel: 01586 552929

John Carmichael is selling his 
1974 - 24’ bilge keel yacht Stardrift.

Five berths in two cabins, separate toilet, outboard 
bracket, roller reefing fore and mainsails, Yanmar YSE8 

inboard, gas hob and water onboard, road trailer 
(not road legal), all stored undercover, so please ring to 

arrange viewing on 01586 552929

£1,500

Subaru Legacy R. petrol

£5000 o.n.o.

Tel: 01631 564087  Mob: 07919301442

2007 - 57 plate
MOT October .Tax 31 
January 2015.
45560 miles with full 
service history.
Sale due to ill health.

Lexus IS250 SE-L 4 door saloon

£6,500

Tel: 01631 563982/07711413785

Petrol, Automatic, c/w 
paddle shift,  Aug 06 
44 k miles only, 
Serviced by Lexus
Nice clean car, 
one owner since new
Mot and taxed Aug 2014.

Rapido  985m ‘A’ Class Motor Home

£24,950

Tel: 0797 1450058

Quality 2.7 semi 
automatic Mercedes 
Sprinter, ‘53 plate,
21,800 miles, MOT, 
taxed, Autogas system, 
fridge/freezer,
full habitation service.

Call now to 

in our 
new look 

and 

Tel: 
01631 

568020

Yamaha 3.6m Inflatable Dinghy

Tel: 01631 770357

Including Yamaha 
20hp 2 stroke 
outboard, Rapide 
Road Trailer & 
Launching Trolley, 
BIC tender plus 
numerous extras.
£750

Orkney Day Angler 19

Tel: 07973 627633

Yamaha 60hp outboard, Yamaha 
4hp stand-by, echo sounder, 
all warps and fenders, 3 x 20l 
Yamaha fuel containers, anchor 
and chain, boathook, internal 
cushions, 2 ring gas cooker and 
gas bottle, boarding ladder, 
laying up trailer without brakes.

£11,000 o.n.o.
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S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

CROFT MOTORS
SERVICES
Unit 5B, Ben Nevis Estate
Fort William

Tel. 01397 703877

TO LET OBAN
2 bedroom flat, 
quiet location, 

private parking, 
£550 pcm, 

no dss.  
Telephone 

07770737654.

LETTINGS 
COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY
SALES 

PROPERTY REVIEWS
PROPERTY NEWS 
LOCAL ESTATE
AGENTS

Window Blinds

WANTED

Mature couple with well 
behaved family pet moving 

to the area to start new 
job require furnished 

accommodation to rent in 
Oban or within a 5 - 7 mile 

radius of the town. 
Please contact 07814 599238

Call now to 

A

G

New CML (Council of Mortgage Lenders) data 
released last week on the profile of UK lending in 
March 2014, including first-time buyer, home mover, 
remortgager and buy-to-let lending, shows:

• The total number of new loans to home-owners 
for house purchase increased four per cent in 
March compared to the previous month and was 
17 per cent up on March 2013. 

• The number of loans for home-owner house 
purchase in the first quarter of 2014 decreased by 
16 per cent in comparison to quarter four of 2013, 
but was up 27 per cent compared to quarter one 
2013.

• First-time buyers took out 24,400 loans in March, 
24 per cent more than in March last year. In quar-
ter one of 2014, there were 34 per cent more first-
time buyer loans compared to the first quarter of 
2013.  

• Home mover loans were the same in March as in 
February but the number of loans was 11 per cent 
higher than in March 2013. In quarter one of 2014, 
home movers took out 79,000 loans, a decrease 
of 19 per cent compared to the previous quarter 
but up 20 per cent on the same period last year.  

• The total number of loans taken out by home-
owners for remortgage in March was two per cent 
higher than in February and five per cent higher 
than in March 2013. Like other borrower types, 
remortgage lending fell in quarter one of 2014 
compared to quarter four of 2013 by six per cent 
in volume, but increased 14 per cent compared to 
quarter one 2013.     

• Gross buy-to-let loans advanced in March by 10 
per cent compared to February and were up 56 
per cent on March last year. First quarter results 
show gross buy-to-let loans rose just one per cent 
compared to the fourth quarter of 2013 but were 
up 46 per cent in volume compared to quarter 
one last year.   

The Bank of England reported earlier this month 
that gross UK mortgage lending was £15.3 billion 
in March, a four per cent rise compared to February, 
and up 32 per cent in value compared to March last 
year. 

TO LET

First time buyers up 24 per cent in March compared to same period last year

Check out my new website at www.johnjrodgers.co.uk

Architectural & Building Consultant

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

Specialist Car Insurance

Call us today for a free,
no obligation quote.

PRO Catering Trailer

£10,249 o.n.o.

Tel: 077987 30398

Fully equipped, 20ft long, 2x2 
Basket Fryers, Bain-Maries, 
48” Griddle, 4 sinks, 2x22cu ft 
freezers, serve over ice cream 
freezer, coffee/latte/cappuccino 
machine, fully air con, extractor,
 mains water tank, waste tank.

west coast
PROPERTY

Mazda Bongo Friendee, 1998, Campervan

£3995 o.n.o.

Tel: 01631 730547

2.5 diesel, 
2 wheel drive, 86k,
Electric roof and blinds, 
Radio, CD player and DVD 
player, Cooker, Fridge, 
Porta-Potti, Taxed and 
MOTd.

Camper With Character

£3,450 o.n.o.

Tel: 07766 110747

1985 Renault Trafic, T1000, Petrol, 1647cc
Awning included

Cooker, Fridge, Electric Hookup Fittings, 
Standing Head Room, Based in Oban.

Honda Accord

£3000

Contact: 07732975042

’05 plate 2005. 
2.0 petrol.  
55000 miles. 
MOT March.

Citroen C3 5 door

£1000

Contact 01770 820308

04 Reg. 
44,500 miles.
Taxed 9 months. 
M.O.T. 15th.Aug.14.

Renault Traffic Sport

£4,950 + VAT o.n.o.

Tel: 07901971999

2008, silver, 75,000 
miles, one owner, 
taxed August, MOT’d 
March 2015, 
ply-lined, VGC.

TO LET
3 Bedroom Ground

Flat
Private Off Road Parking

Front and back door
Garden with drying green

Close to Town Centre
Registered Landlord 

332243/130/13381
Gas Safety Certificate

EPC Pending
Non Smokers and No Pets 

preferred.
Enquiries

to Obanflat@live.co.uk

COTTAGE FOR RENT

Situated in Morar close 
to the beach, this 

furnished 2-bedroom 
cottage is in excellent 
order and available for 
long term rental. £550 
per calendar month. 
References will be 
requested. Contact 
tougalneil@aol.co.uk 
for further details / 

photographs / viewings.

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves
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Technical Specialist 
(Sales & Marketing)
BioMar Ltd, a part of the worldwide BioMar Group formulates, manufactures 
and distributes feed for fish farming in Scotland and Ireland.  BioMar’s focus 
on quality and feed performance has resulted in a leading supply position to 
the UK and Irish aquaculture industries.
Due to continuing market growth we are seeking to recruit a suitably qualified 
person to fill a role as Technical Specialist and join the sales and marketing 
team working out of the production site at Grangemouth.  Reporting to the 
Sales Support Manager this is a varied, demanding, yet highly rewarding role 
for the right person and duties will include:
• Providing after sales service and technical support.
• Monitoring of feed performance and competitiveness.
• Assist with a range of customer and internal trials and projects.
• Support the implementation of company marketing plans and strategies.
The job will necessitate extensive travel and require a practical hands 
on approach from a technically well qualified and commercially astute 
aquaculturist.  
On offer is a competitive salary, company car and pension scheme.
Please apply in strict confidence attaching C.V. to Pauline Donnelly H.R. 
Administrator at pdonnelly@biomar.co.uk.
Closing date for applications is Friday 30th May 2014.

Looking for Positive, friendly and motivated Duty 
Manager & Receptionist to join our team

Bridge of Orchy is a successful independent hotel and due to its recent expan-
sion we would like to appoint a full time Duty manager and Receptionist to join 
our successful Team in Argyll.  This is a great opportunity for a career minded 
individual who is looking to take the next step!
The successful candidate must possess
• First class customer service skills 
• Sound knowledge of food and beverage. 
• You will also possess superb people skills, with an articulate and polished 

demeanour.
• Proven ability to lead and motivate your team.
• The successful candidate will also be highly driven, energetic, and disciplined 

with a critical eye for etail. 
Competitive salary offered to the suitable candidate. Partner positions may also 
be considered.

Send your CV(s) to:
The Managers, Bridge of Orchy Hotel, Bridge of Orchy, Argyll, PA36 4AD

managers@bridgeoforchy.co.uk   www.bridgeoforchy.co.uk

Aquarium Manager
£24,251 - £27,322 per annum
SAMS is looking for an Aquarium Manager who 
will be responsible for the day-to-day operation, 
maintenance and development of our aquarium 
facilities and associated plant.  The role supports 
our research, education and commercial activities. 
Do you have appropriate experience and 
technical skills?  Would you bring an enthusiastic 
and flexible hands-on approach and the ability to 
work across technical and science teams?  If so, 
please contact us for further particulars.

For further information and to apply for this position 
online, go to: www.sams.ac.uk.  Alternatively, 
please write to:  Human Resources, Aquarium 
Manager (D03/14.AxM), The Scottish Association 
for Marine Science, Scottish Marine Institute, 
Oban, Argyll, PA37 1QA or e-mail recruitment@
sams.ac.uk

Closing date: Friday 30th May 2014

SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an 
equal opportunities policy and welcomes applications from all 
sections of the community.

Cleaner/Housekeeper
Required
For Estate house close to Connel

15 hours per week at £7 per hour

2pm to 5pm – Monday to Friday preferred

Applications in writing to 
sophie.handley@bellingram.co.uk

SENIOR ADVERTISING 
SALES MANAGER

Excellent Basic (OTE) + Car + BUPA 
+ Enhanced pension

Based in Oban and reporting to the Sales Director, you will be 
responsible for day-to-day management of the sales team. 
Ideally you will have relevant experience, flexibility, motivation, 
confidence and the ability get the best from a team.  A senior 
position with a reputable and established local company. Travel 
throughout Argyll required. A full driving licence is essential.

Please apply with full CV and covering letter  to Alison Arden,  
Wyvex Media Ltd, Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB  

or email:  ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a small 
team selling advertising and features for our well established, award 
winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant 
will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability and 
the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort. A full driving licence is essential.
Please apply by email with full C.V 
and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

ADVERTISING SALES 
EXECUTIVE

BASED IN OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 

+ Pension + Good Holidays

CUILFAIL HOTEL
KILMELFORD

Part-time Chef
Pay negotiable according to experience

Please send CV to
Yvonne, Cuilfail Hotel, Kilmelford, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4XA or mail@cuilfail.co.uk

Housing and Neighbourhood 
Services Assistant
Lochgilphead
Salary £20,120 - £22,249 per annum
35 hours per week
Fixed Term to 31st March 2015
To apply visit our website at 
www.acha.co.uk/recruitment 
If you cannot access the website please 
contact the recruitment team: 
Tel 01546 605917 or 
email recruitment@acha.co.uk 
Closing Date: 12 noon on 
Friday 6th June 2014
Interviews for this post will be held 
during June 2014.

GENERAL OPERATIVES
(fish processing)

Other jobs available at 
argyll-recruitment.co.uk

Email CV to 
calum@argyll-recruitment.co.uk
sean@argyll-recruitment.co.uk

Young Person’s Worker 
(Argyll and Bute) (Part time)

28 hours per week

£20,797 - £26,860 pro rata

This post is a key position within Who Cares? Scotland and will work 
directly with children and young people with experience of care, carrying 
out an advocacy role by listening to what they say in order to support them 
and speak out on behalf of them. The post holder will place young people 
at the heart of everything they do to help them live a positive life now and 
to reach their full potential in the future.

The right candidate will be educated to HNC/SVQ 3 level or equivalent, 
with experience of working directly with children and young people, both 
individually and in groups. A commitment to children’s rights and working 
in partnership with young people is essential for this post, as is the ability 
to work flexibly and form positive and effective relationships.

For further information on the post please visit 
our website www.whocaresscotland.org/vacancies

Closing date: 6 June 2014.
To apply visit our website

Intensive Home Care Outreach Worker (Temporary)
£22,764 - £24,848 Isle of Mull and Isle of Iona Ref: CMA01023
This is a temporary variable hours post with an anticipated end 
date of 30 September 2014 based on Mull and Iona

Administrative Assistant (Permanent)
£17,975 - £19,088 Lochgilphead Ref: DVB00021

Janitor/Cleaner (Part time, Permanent)
£13,697 - £14,970 pro rata Tayvallich Primary School Ref: CME35232
7.5 hours per week on term time basis

Leisure Attendant (Permanent)
£13,697 - £14,970 pro rata Corran Halls, Oban Ref: CMC00534
24 hours per week
Post to include day to day setting up and cleaning of the Halls. 
The Council applies a Living Wage of £7.65 per hour to this post.

Home Carers
£16,880 - £18,424 pro rata Isle of Mull and Isle of Iona

Ref: CMA01072
There are a number of posts available, hours will be variable.

Clerical Assistant
£12,957 - £14,161 Witchburn Road, Campbeltown Ref: CTC00244

01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Opportunity on exceptional 
Lochaber coastal estate

Mixed highland estate seeks couple for 
development of the visitor business, 
housekeeping, maintenance and other 
estate work in an area of exceptional beauty. 
Experience and qualifications in areas 
such as administration, IT, building and 
machinery work, chainsaw use and leisure 
businesses an advantage. Hours flexible 
- around 1½ full-time-equivalent jobs.

Attractive modern three-bedroom 
house with sea views.

Email estatejobs.advert@gmail.com 
with CV and contact number.

South Kintyre 
Development Trust

VOLUNTEER 
CO-ORDINATOR

An opportunity has arisen 
to appoint a Volunteer 

Co-ordinator to support and 
train volunteers working with 

the Trust.
Fixed term contract to 31 

March 2015, 7 hours per week 
at £80 per week.

Closing date for applications: 
Friday 31st May 2014 

Application pack available from 
info@skdt.org  

The post is funded by Voluntary 
Action Scotland

SKDT is a registered Scottish 
charity (SC 042018)

STAG GARAGE LTD
Have the following vacancies due to recent expansion:

QUALIFIED LIGHT VEHICLE MECHANIC
Applicants must be able to work with minimal 

supervision and on their own initiative 
(Driving license essential)

RECOVERY VEHICLE DRIVERS
Part time drivers required in OBAN and LOCHGILPHEAD 

Applicants should hold a C1 licence 
though C/CE would be preferred 

Please apply in writing (enclosing your CV) to:
Stag Garage Ltd, Lorne Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8LT

MacIntyre’s Highland 
Warehouse

Inveraray

Staff Vacancy
Permanent position, 

3 - 4 days
plus holiday cover.

We are seeking a friendly, 
outgoing person to fill 

the above position.
Please Tel. 01499 302115

Please apply with full CV and covering letter  to Alison Arden,  
Wyvex Media Ltd, Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB  

or email:  ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Based in Oban and reporting to the Sales Director, you will 
be responsible for day-to-day management of the sales 
team. Ideally you will have relevant experience, flexibility, 

motivation, confidence and the ability get the best from a 
team.  A senior position with a reputable and established 
local company. Travel throughout Argyll required.

SENIOR ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER OBAN
Excellent Basic (OTE) + Car + BUPA  + Enhanced pension etc

Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part 
of a small team selling advertising and features for our well 
established, award winning publications.

You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients 
to generate and maintain lasting business relationships. The 
successful applicant will benefit from on-going training, first 

class support, job stability and the opportunity to work for a 
professional company that believes in rewarding success and 
effort.

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE BASED IN OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care + Pension + Good Holidays

Please apply by email 
with full C.V and covering letter 

to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

REQUIRE

ELECTRICIANS
(17th EDITION QUALIFIED)

WRITTEN APPLICATIONS OR C.V. TO
Jonathan MacLeod

MacLeod Construction Ltd
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead PA31 8RR

e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk
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Sales Associate £DOE | Oban/Campbeltown
As Agents for NFU Mutual, one of the UK’s leading general insurance and
financial services companies, we know that the sales staff we employ excel
at building trusted, long-term customer relationships. They’re more interested
in the face-to-face contact and understanding of their customer’s needs, than
the cold call and quick sell. It’s because of this approach that we’ve come to be
trusted as a local insurance adviser by so many who live and work in the area.
But it doesn’t stop there, we’ve identified a whole range of potential new
customers, across diverse new commercial markets. Now we need an
ambitious, friendly person with solid sales experience (doesn’t need to be
insurance specific) to make the most of all that potential. You’ll introduce NFU
Mutual’s respected brand and sell their product range to a whole host of new
and exciting businesses in your area, offering the first class service our office
has become renowned for.
If you like the sound of growing your sales career, email your CV to chris_haran@
nfumutual.co.uk or call 01586 552 428 for more information. Closing date: 6th
June 2014.

Oban Distillery Visitor Centre, a five 
star Scottish Tourist Board attraction 
and the home of Oban Single Malt 
Whisky, are looking to recruit 
Temporary Seasonal Guides to carry 
out Distillery Tours.
Our Client is looking for confident individuals
with a high standard of communication and
customer service skills.

The ability to work within a team and a flexible
approach to hours of work are integral to this
role. Hours will be on a rota basis of any 5 days
over 7 with possibly some evening work.

Positions will be from end of May/beginning
June until the end of September.

Interested candidates should call Andrea Verrall
on 0141 272 8104 or email CV to andrea.
verrall@brightworkltd.com. Interviews will be
held locally.

Brightwork Ltd offers the services of
an employment agency for permanent
work and an employment business for
temporary work.

www.highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be 
examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) 
at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at 
http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period 
indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should 
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 
representations in respect of this proposal. 

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 1999
CONSTRUCT AND OPERATE A SMALL-SCALE, RUN-OF-RIVER HYDRO SCHEME 

THAT ABSTRACTS WATER FROM THE ABHAINN GHUILBINN AND ALLT CAM AT 
GHUILBINN HYDRO SCHEME CORROUR ESTATE

The Council has received an application from Corrour Property Company to construct and operate 
a small-scale, run-of-river hydro scheme that abstracts water from the Abhainn Ghuilbinn and Allt 
Cam at Ghuilbinn Hydro Scheme Corrour Estate (14/01646/FUL). The application is supported by 
an Environmental Statement.
The application, the accompanying Environmental Statement and its addendum are available 
for Public inspection online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ (search using the application 
number 14/01646/FUL) or by appointment at Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William 
PH33 6XY.
Printed copies of the complete Environmental Statement can be purchased from Hydroplan, Unit 
12  Riverside Park, Station Road, Wimborne TEL 01202 886622 at a cost of £50. The Non Technical 
Summary and DVD can be obtained free of charge. 
Any person who wishes to make a representation on the application, Environmental Statement 
and addendum can make them online by visiting http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ or by 
writing to The Head of Planning and Building Standards, ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, 
Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX. The deadline for receipt of comments is 28 days from the 
date of publication of this notice.
The Council will acknowledge receipt of comments but is unable to respond individually to points 
or questions raised. Please note that your comments will be published online. Please quote the 
application reference number in your correspondence.  
J. Stuart Black, Director of Planning and Development

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

14/01300/FUL Near A861 road at summit 
between Loch Moidart and 
Glenuig

Erection of war memorial

14/01883/FUL Land at Allt Feith A Chatha 
NW of Glenfinnan

Installation of hydro-electric 
scheme (Amendment to 
12/04634/FUL)

14/01750/FUL Inverwallace, Albert Road
Ballachulish

Proposed residential annex

14/01788/FUL Plot 3 Land 140m 
N of Stockmans Cottage
Achnabobane
Spean Bridge

Erection of house

14/01628/FUL Land South East of Caol 
Industrial Estate
Banavie, Fort William

Formation of a 
compensatory flood storage 
area, landscaped & planted 
to provide an amenity area 
with footpath

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

FORT WILLIAM SHINTY CLUB
Extraordinary General Meetings
Two Extraordinary General Meetings of Fort William
Shinty Club will take place on 2 June 2014 and 7
July 2014, both at FWSC Clubhouse, An Aird, Fort
William, at 7.30pm. The meetings are called by
the General Committee of the Club, to consider
a resolution to transfer the property of the club to
a company limited by guarantee,to be called Fort
William Shinty Club Limited, and to fix the terms and
conditions upon which dissolution of the existing
club shall thereafter take place.
Anne McIntyre, Secretary, Fort William Shinty Club

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mr Ian Jordan has
registered his croft 2
Kilvaree, Archattan &
Muckairn on the Croft-
ing Register held by the
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes
to challenge the regis-
tration may apply to the
Scottish Land Court
by the 13th February
2015.
Details of the registra-
tion can be found at
www.crof ts.ros.gov.
u k / r e g i s t e r / h o m e .   
The croft registration
number is C129.

Application For 
Apportionment

Balemartine, Isle of Ti-
ree Common Grazings
Mr Archie MacFadyen
intends to lodge an ap-
plication for apportion-
ment  of approximately
5.8 hectares for the pur-
pose of improving the
overall general viability
of the croft.  Grazings
Clerk/Constable, Mr Neil
MacCallum has a copy
of the application which
can be inspected by any
person interested.
Any comments on the
application should be
lodged with the Croft-
ing Commission, Great
Glen House, Leachkin
Road, Inverness IV3
8NW before 18/06/14.  
A Copy of any repre-
sentations made will
be forwarded to the
applicant.

publicnotices
PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 
9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on 
to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days 
of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 
2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/00799/PP Erection of wind turbine (34.4 metres to blade tip) and formation of associated 
access track

Land North East Of The Coach House 
Dunmor Ellenabeich Isle Of Seil
Oban Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

14/00841/PP Installation of replacement septic tank, formation of vehicular access and 
associated fenced compound

Septic Tank West Of Shuna
View Port Appin Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

14/00878/PP Change of use from private walled garden to community walled garden 
to a private walled garden with permitted community use including the 
proposed addition of a wooden pergola, 2 composting toilets and shed

The Walled Garden Glencruitten Oban
Argyll And Bute Oban Area Office

Oban Area Office

14/00910/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of septic tank and formation of 
vehicular access

Kintra Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA66 6BT Sub Post Office 
Fionnphort

14/01033/PP Change of use of agricultural land for the storage of timber (retrospective) Land South East Of Clachan Farm Kilninver
Oban Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Office

14/01093/PP Alterations and extension to existing cabin and installation of jetty and 
floating pontoon

3 Dalavich Chalet Park Dalavich Taynuilt 
Argyll And Bute PA35 1HS

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

14/01102/PP Alterations and extension to Pre-Five Unit and associated works Salen Primary School Ardmor Road Salen
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA72 6JL

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02604/PP Installation of electronic barriers (retrospective) Highland Arts Ellenabeich Isle Of Seil Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4RF

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

14/01018/PP Variation of condition 9 relative to planning permission reference 10/01059/PP 
- amending roof material from West Highland slate to SSQ Matacouta slate

The Atlantic Islands Centre Cullipool Isle Of 
Luing Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4TX

Sub Post Office 
Cullipool

14/01029/PP Installation of replacement windows 6 Toberonochy Isle Of Luing Oban
Argyll And Bute PA34 4UE

Sub Post Office 
Cullipool

14/01030/LIB Installation of replacement windows 6 Toberonochy Isle Of Luing Oban
Argyll And Bute PA34 4UE

Sub Post Office 
Cullipool

14/01044/PP Erection of wood shed and formation of screening bund Glencreran Estate Fasnacloich Argyll And Bute Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

14/01104/LIB Installation of handrail to external main entrance steps MacPhee And Partners George Street Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 5SB

Oban Area Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead 
Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.
Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and Regulatory Services, Central Validation 
Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

NOTICE OF EXAMINATION OF UNRESOLVED ISSUES FOR THE PROPOSED 
ARGYLL AND BUTE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT PLANNING) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008
On 25 April 2014, Argyll and Bute Council submitted to Scottish Ministers the above plan for examination.
A copy of the proposed plan together with its supporting documents are available for inspection at the council’s offices at: 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead during 
normal opening hours and at the following libraries within the plan area: Tarbert, Rosneath, Cardross, Oban, Helensburgh, Dunoon, Rothesay, Campbeltown, 
Lochgilphead
The deposited documents are available for inspection free of charge. 
In addition, a copy of the proposed plan can also be viewed on the council’s website at: http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ldp
The Scottish Ministers have appointed David A Russell MA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI to carry out the examination of the above plan. Additional reporters may be 
appointed to aid the speedy delivery of the report.
The council has provided the reporters with a summary of the issues (Schedule 4 Forms) it considers should be assessed at examination. Copies of representations 
received and further information to support the examination have also been submitted.
In addition, information about the examination, the Schedule 4 Forms, Further Information Requests, Further Information Responses, Documents Lists, any Hearing 
Statements and, in due course, the Report can be viewed on the DPEA website:
http://www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk
Further guidance on the examination process is available from the website of the Directorate for Planning and Environmental Appeals (DPEA):
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/Appeals/whatwedo/devplanexaminations
If you require further information about the progress of the examination please contact Morag I Smith, Directorate for Planning and Environmental Appeals, 4 The 
Courtyard, Callendar Business Park, Falkirk, FK1 1XR, or 01324 696460, or morag.smith@scotland.gsi.gov.uk. 
A guidance note that explains development plan examinations for people who have submitted representations is available at the weblink below.
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00396852.pdf

Argyll and Bute Council, Planning and Regulatory Services, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll & Bute, PA31 8RD

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (VARIOUS STREETS, OBAN) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITIONS AND 
TEMPORARY SPEED RESTRICTIONS) ORDER 2014
On Monday 19th May 2014, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended, which 
will make it unlawful for any person to wait, drive or cause or permit to be driven any motor vehicle on any of the roads in a manner contravening the schedule 
to this Order in order to permit resurfacing works to be carried out. 
Exceptions will apply to vehicles involved in the road works, emergency services, or for local access when available.
The restrictions imposed by this Order which will be effective when indicated by signs, will come into operation on the dates and times indicated in the Schedule 
hereto or until the works are completed, whichever may be the earlier. 

SCHEDULE - PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC/TEMPORARY 10MPH SPEED LIMIT
1. 2 June to 4 July 2014 between 0800 and 1800 Hours Monday to Friday
Name of Road in Oban Extent of Restriction
Campbell Street (UC46) Between High Street and Shore Street.
Diversion route: Via Albany Street and Shore Street or Albany Street, Drimvargie Road and Glenshellach Terrace

2. 16 June to 15 August 2014 between 0800 and 1800 Hours Monday to Friday
Name of Road in Oban Extent of Restriction
Polvinster Road (UC72) Between Glencruitten Road and Westwood.
Diversion route: No alternative route

3. 22 September to 21 November 2014 between 0800 and 1800 Hours Monday to Friday
Name of Road in Oban Extent of Restriction
Dalriach Road (UC11) Between Longsdale Road and Dalriach Park Terrace
Dalriach Park Terrace (UC12) Entire length
Ardconnel Road (UC13) Between Dalriach Park Terrace and Laurel Road
Diversion route: Vehicles travelling southwards should proceed via Breadalbane Street, George Street, Stevenson Street, Hill Street, Rockfield Road, Ardconnel Terrace 
and vehicles travelling northwards should proceed via Ardconnel Road, Rockfield Road, Hill Street, Stevenson Street, Combie Street, Argyll Square, George Street, 
Corran Esplanade, Dunollie Road and Deanery Brae.

THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL
(QUEENS PARK PLACE, STATION ROAD AND RAILWAY STATION ACCESS ROAD, OBAN)
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2014
On Monday 19th May 2014, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order under Section 16A of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended, 
which will make it unlawful for any person to drive or cause or permit to be driven any vehicle, with the exception of emergency services vehicles, through the 
entire length of Queens Park Place, Station Road and Railway Station Access Road, Oban in order to permit the holding of Charities Day on or near those roads.
The restrictions, which shall be effective when indicated by signs, will be in operation between 0600 hours and 1800 hours on Saturday 7th June 2014.
Alternative Route:There is no alternative route.

THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL
(SOROBA LANE, OBAN) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) (NO.2) ORDER 2014
On Monday 19th May 2014, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended, which 
will make it unlawful for any person to drive or cause or permit to be driven any vehicle (with the exception of vehicles in relation to the works), on that length 
of Soroba Lane, Oban, which extends from its junction with Lochside Street in an easterly direction for a distance of 30 metres or thereby. This closure is required 
to facilitate the construction of a new foot bridge and the replacement of the existing road bridge.
This closure which will be effective when indicated by signs will be in operation from 0001 hours on Monday 26th May 2014 until 2359 hours on Monday 30th 
June 2014 or until such time as the works are complete, whichever is the earlier.
Alternative routes will be via Lochside Street, Market Street, Soroba Road and Lynn Road.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads and Amenity Services,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
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YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE.................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

FREE LISTINGS FOR 
ITEMS UNDER £100

We’ve increased the minimum value for free 
listings to apply to items worth £100 or less. Plus, 
draw attention to your item with our new photo 
and description box for just £15 for two weeks.

NEW CLASSIFIED PRICES:
Items under £100 - FREE

Items over £100 - £10 for 2 weeks
Boxed ads - £12.50 for 2 weeks
Add a photo - £15 for 2 weeks

All inclusive of VAT. Maximum 25 words. 20 words for 
photo ads. Terms & conditions apply. Book online.

For photo ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk/photo

For text only ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Or telephone 01631 568000

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk FREE LISTINGS FOR FREE LISTINGS FOR 

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also  

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

M J HUMMEL ‘WAYSIDE 
HARMONY’ immaculate 
condition,  £15 Telephone 
07790 685182.
M J TUNNEL ‘ APPLE 
TREES GIRL’ immaculate 
condition,  £15 Telephone 
07790 685182.

BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY’S COT baby’s 
foldaway travel cot, not a 
carrycot,  £40 Telephone 
01631 563842.
CLAIR DE LINE MY 
TOYS MOSES Basket 
includes: dressing and 
mattress. Neutral pallet so 
perfect for unisex, beautiful 
embroidery. From birth to 
9 kg,  £35 Telephone 01546 
603203 or 07427 502404.
GRACO CARSEAT Graco 
“Junior” infant car seat. 
Brown interior with beige 
head pad,  £30 Telephone 
01631 730666.
GRACO JUNIOR SPORT 
LUXE BABY  Car Seat 
suitable for children from 
birth to 13 kg. Hardly used 
as baby is big. Very nice 
car seat and well padded 
for comfort,  £40 Telephone 
01546 603203.
MAMA’S AND PAPA’S 
CAR SEAT “Primo Vaggio” 
carseat with removable base. 
0- 13kg or approximately 15 
months. Dark green tartan 
print,  £40 Telephone 01631 
730666.
OXO TOT SPROUT HIGH-
CHAIR light colour wooden 
highchair which grows with 
your child. Converts from a 
highchair to a chair, orange 
seat pad,  £50 Telephone 
07786 198799.
OXO TOT SPROUT HIGH-
CHAIR light colour wooden 
highchair that grows with 
your child. Converts from a 
highchair to a chair, beige 
colour seat pad,  £50 Tel-
ephone 07786 198799.
PHIL AND TED DOUBLE 
BUGGY Explorer double 
buggy in black and red 
with double kit and unused 
bassinet. Excellent condi-
tion,  £99.99 Telephone 
07786 198799.

SILVER CROSS PRAM 
high pram, old fashioned, 
traditional, navy and silver, 
Fort William area, open to 
offers.  Telephone 01397 
704658².
TRIKE with removable 
adult push handle. Bender-
loch,  £5 Telephone 01631 
720305.

BICYCLES
BOYS BIKE 16” red boys 
bike, well used but in full 
working order. Having a 
shed clear out, please see 
other listings. Benderloch,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
720305.
BOYS MOUNTAIN BIKE  
Muddy Fox full suspension, 
6 speed, vgc, complete with 
l ights/mudguards/pump/
bike lock. 20” wheels, suit 
8-11 years. Cost £75,  £50 
Telephone 01631 358473.
PINK GIRLS BIKE 10 or 
12 “. Have stabilisers for it, 
rear dolls carrier.  Well used 
& loved but in full working 
order. Benderloch,  £10 
Telephone 01631 720305.
REAR KOOKI CHILD 
BIKE SEAT  with reclining 
seat. Five point belt with 
child tamper proof buckle, 
adjustable foot rests. Fits 
most adult bikes. Bender-
loch,  £15 Telephone 01631 
720305.

BUILDING / DIY
INTERNAL DOORS 2 x 
mahogany wood glass panel 
doors. Size 1981x726x35. 
15 panes. Sold as set. Buyer 
uplift,  £50 Telephone 01631 
566085.
ROOFING FELT top qual-
ity, 2 metres plus x 1 metre,  
£18 ono Telephone 01631 
570281 Dunbeg.

 CAR
ACCESSORIES

BRAND NEW BLACK 
CAR SEAT COVER never 
used, unwanted,  £5 Tel-
ephone 07790 685182.
CAR BICYCLE RACK 
(Tarbert),  £15 Telephone 
01880 820860.
SECURITY TOWBAR 
HITCH BOX (Tarbert),  £30 
Telephone 01880 820860.

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER 

£250
CAR ROOF BOX large fit 
any make of car cost £300 
new selling,  £60 Telephone 
01631 563337.

 CLOTHES, 
SHOES AND 

ACCESSORIES
BLACK LADIES SIZE 10 
CASHMERE very good 
condition. Hardly worn, 
long coat,  £10 Telephone 
07790 685182.
CLOTHING crop jacket 
and dress, long, lace, size 
18,  £50 Telephone 01631 
565244.
LILAC LADIES 
REGATTA CAGOUL  
hardly worn, great 
condition,  £8 Telephone 
07790 685182.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

AUTOMATIC WASHING 
MACHINE Hoover Brand 
new,  never used,  genuine 
reason for sale cost £200,  
£99.99 Telephone 01520 
733339 or 07739 046203.
ZANUSSI CONDENSOR 
TUMBLE DRYER Model 
TC7103W, 6kg capacity, 
H85cmxD60cmxW60cm,  
£55 Telephone 01631 
570955.

DOMESTIC PETS
3 YRS OLD COLLIE 
BITCH, Islay is a black, 
white and tan border 
collie. She is a very loving, 
affectionate and loyal dog. 
In need of a loving home,  
£50 Telephone 01951 
200118.
ADORABLE SMALL 
MALTESE Terrier/ Bichon 
Frize pup, boy, f luffy white 
ball of fun, vet checked and 
wormed, both parents can 
be seen, ready now,  £500 
Telephone 07771 930975.
COCKER SPANIEL PUPS 
for sale, four wee boys.  
Telephone 01586 820468 
after 6pm.
COLLIE PUPS 2 Dogs  
black, white & tan of good 
working stock.  Telephone 
07891 440090.

EQUESTRIAN
APPROX 35M roll of 2m 
wide quilted material for 
making horse blankets, 
never used,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 564848 

 FIREARMS
2.2 AIR RIFLE & PEL-
LETS good condition. 
North Connel area,  £15 
Telephone 07790 685182.

 FURNITURE
ANTIQUE PINE BUREAU 
3 drawers and fold down 
front,  £95 Telephone 01631 
566475.
BLACK METAL framed 
double bed,  £25 Telephone 

Hours.
CHILDREN’S HIGH 
SLEEPER CABIN High 
Sleeper with built in 
wardrobe, desk and book 
shelves, includes mattress. 
in very good condition, 
must be uplifted,  £99.99 
Telephone 01586 550272.
DARK RED THREE 
SEAT leatherette settee, 
quite gaudy but also quite 
comfortable and clean,  £9 
Telephone 01631 564848 

DINING TABLE AND 
CHAIRS dark wood dining 
table and 4 chairs, good 
condition in Oban,  £50 
Telephone 07833 468446.
DISPLAY CABINET mid 
brown coloured tall pine 
corner display cabinet with 
glass doors and cupboard 
below, well built solid 
piece of furniture. Also has 
working light,  £40 ono Tel-
ephone 01583 441292(after 
6pm) or 07766 838860.
DOUBLE DIVAN BED 
,  £25 Telephone 01631 

ELECTRIC ADJUSTAMA-
TIC double bed, good and 
clean,  £35 Telephone 01631 

ELECTRIC ADJUSTAMA-
TIC single bed, good and 
clean,  £25 Telephone 01631 

KING SIZE double divan,  
£25 Telephone 01631 

KING SIZE BED brand new 
still in wrapping cost almost 
£300 genuine reason for 
sale,  £185 Telephone 01520 
733339 or 07739 046203.
PAIR MATCHING single 
drawer divan beds,  £40 the 
pair Telephone 01631 564848 

PINE KITCHEN TABLE 
oval,  4ft X 3ft,  £4 Telephone 

SOLID PINE DRESSER 5 
drawers, solid pine, slightly 
marked on top surface, 
easily sanded: 47H x 17D x 
29W,  £50 Telephone 01631 
730666.
STRONG FORMICA 
TOPPED kitchen table 
approx 3½ x 2½ft with end 
drawer,  £4 Telephone 01631 

SUITE FOR SALE IKEA 
3 seater,  2 seater and large 
footstool. Cream colour with 
removable covers. Excellent 
condition,  £250ono Tel-
ephone 01631 563732.
THREE PIECE SUITE 
Wade, sage colour, as new, 
collect, FW area,  £99.99 
Telephone 01397 704658².
TUB CHAIR with loose cov-
ers, cream,  £12 Telephone 

WICKER CONSERVA-
TORY ARM CHAIRS two 
wicker arm chairs, excellent 
condition. Space needed,  
£75 for the two Telephone 
07703 127956 or 01631 
566549.

HEALTH AND
FITNESS

EVERLAST INFLATABLE 
PUNCHBAG good condi-
tion,  £8 Telephone 07824 
611226.
EXERCISE BIKE Bike is 
in good condition! Phone 2 
view!,  £50 Telephone 07824 
611226.
MINI TRAMPOLINE great 
for exercise,  £10 Telephone 
07824 611226.

HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

DE LONGHI OIL FILLED 
RADIATOR 2kw, variable 
thermostat, timer as new,  
£55 ono Telephone 01631 
570281 Dunbeg.

DIMPLEX TRADITION-
AL Electric Fire, 2kw, log 

Telephone 01631 570281 
Dunbeg.

HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

MASSAGE TABLE profes-
sional full size massage 
table, Ardrishaig, collec-
tion only,  £49.99 Telephone 
07833 121924.
PAPER & CARD A4/A3 
size, sold in reams or by the 
box, ideal for copiers, lasers 
and fax machines. Contact 
Krisp Print. Telephone 
01586 554975.
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Blue & 
Baby Pink colours in stock 
available in A3/A4/A5 sizes, 
from 13p per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
THUNDERPOLE CB 
BASE ANTENNA 27Mhz, 
5/8th wave. Length 5.98 

tuning, wall bracket, UHF 
PL239 socket,  £15 Tel-
ephone 01631 770698.

HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

DENON STEREO  with 
remotes. Immaculate 
condition!,  £50 Telephone 
07919 047227.

HOME 
FURNISHINGS

NET CURTAIN MATE-
RIAL - CHARLES Beauti-
ful white net curtain fabric. 
Approx 9 metres in length. 
Brand new & never used 
material from Remnant 
Kings. N.Connel,  £20 
Telephone 07790 685182.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

4 POTS AND PANS new, 
Ikea,  £30 Telephone 01631 
720260 or 07881 503795.
SHOWER ENCLOSURE 
AND TRAY Swirl 800mm 
Quadrant enclosure and 
tray (chrome).  Still boxed,  
£99.99 Telephone 07831 
646821.

Farming
COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271

Hodge Fencing
For fencing materials, gates, 

cattlegrids, timber
livestock handling equipment, 

electric fencing
Good quality, local, low tech 

solutions

01631 563271

IT WILL be no surprise to 
other farmers when I say that 

by at SRUC’s Kirkton and 
Auchtertyre research farms. 

When the days start to get 
longer and the land starts 
to dry a little bit there is no 
shortage of spring work to do, 
not to mention lambing! 

Our lambing started on 
April 10, and four weeks in 
nearly 75 per cent of our ewes 
had had their lambs. 

The weather was gener-
ally good and the early grass 
growth made life a lot easier. 

The ewes and especially 
their lambs have enjoyed the 
sun on their back over the last 
few days.

of a new shed at Kirkton, to 
replace our old hay shed. 

It comfortably houses 100 
ewes, and is designed to cater 
for both sheep and cattle. 

So far, it has only been used 
for ewes with twin lambs to 
help in the recording of the 

management. 
But it will also be used for 

cattle before too long, as we 
wait for work on our new 
cattle shed to begin.

Speaking of the cows, we 
have had our 12 calves blood 
tested for BVD (Bovine Viral 

Farming Focus
with Ewen Campbell, SRUC farm 

manager for Kirkton and Auchtertyre

Kirkton and Aucthertyre research farm’s Aberdeen Angus bull, 
Gaskbeg Earl, with one of his offspring.

Diarrhoea), as is routine, and 
have now moved them down 

They look much happier 
now that the grass is growing 
well. 

Our Aberdeen-Angus 
bull, ‘Gaskbeg Earl’, was 
transported back from his 
wintering accommodation 
at SRUC Bush Estate near 
Edinburgh and was put in 
with the 12 cows and eight 
heifers on May 3. 

Hopefully next year’s 
calving period will be as tight 
as the 37 days taken this year.

On the research side, we 
have some interesting results 
from the study of restocking 
the Auchtertyre hill with 
hoggs. 

One of our BSc Agriculture 
students, Iain Beaton from 
Skye, studied the effects of the 
origin of our hoggs on their 
performance. 

He found that the homebred 
hoggs had a higher weight 
gain overall compared to their 
bought-in counterparts. 

The bought-in animals also 
had a much higher tendency to 
straggle into the neighbouring 
farms. 

Next month, I should be able 
to give you a good overview 
how lambing worked out this 
year.  

Ian Hancock is presented 
with his trophy by Lindsey 

Campbell.

KILLIN and District Agricultural 
Society held its annual ploughing match 
at Ledcharrie farm Glen Dochart on 
May 17 courtesy of the Campbell family. 

Despite being a dreich day the 
craic was good and the attendance of 
two pairs of Clydesdale horses drew 
spectators. 

ploughed by horses in the glen for 60 
years.

Results:
Small plough class:1 and overall 

winner  Iain Hancock, 2 Donald 
Macaskill, 3 Stewart Christie

Large plough class: 1 Iain Noble, 2 
Robert Grant,

Horse class: 1 equal Ross Kinnaird, 
Kinross, and Neil Macphail, Kintyre.

The judge for all classes was Jimmy 
Tainsh from Comrie. Many thanks 
went to Liam, the Campbell family and 
everyone who turned out to compete and 
spectate.

Ian Hancock, overall and small 
plough winner.

Joint horse class winners Ross Kinnaird and Neil Macphail.

Neil Macphail from Kintyre’s Clydesdales 
at Glen Dochart, one of two pairs to 

compete.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

Annual
ploughing
match a 
success

£2950

Rough terrain forklift, 
2.5t capacity, 

Engine just overhauled, 
Ready to work.

Telephone: 
07876797104

MANITOU MB25
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Share your celebrations with

in our Announcements Section

call us today on 01631 568000

Pauline
Born: 9th January 2014

Bob and Lesley are delighted 
to announce the safe arrival 
of baby Pauline, a little sister
for Susie and Gillian.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Annie
Birthday: 25th January

Look who’s all grown up!
Happy 21st birthday!
Have a brilliant day.
Lots of love from all the family 
xxx

(sample ad - not to scale)

Michael and Sophie
got engaged on 1st January

Both families are delighted 
to announce the recent 
engagement of Michael and 
Sophie. Congratulations from 
all family and friends.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Share your 
celebrations
with our 
announcements
adverts - starting 
next week!

5x2 colour 
ads with 
artwork, a 
photo and 
your own 
personal 
message.
Let everyone 
know about an 
engagement,
birthday, 
anniversary or 
new arrival in 
your family!

Call us now to 
book your space!

ONLY

£25+ VAT

ITEMS UNDER £100 BUY
LOCAL

SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

ITEMS UNDER £100
 appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

TRIPLE GLAZED WINDOWS AVAILABLE
Windows and Doors, various materials

Contact Consultant
Peter Ramsay Tel 07816 934364

WINDOWS & DOORSADVERTISING

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

CALL 01631 568000

L
O

C
A

L
  

EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES
TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

STOVES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Replacement Sealed Units

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

MOBILITY GROUNDWORKS

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

www.aandbel.co.uk

ABEL Drainage & 
Groundworks

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TO YOUR
CLASSIFIEDS

AND INCREASE YOUR
CHANCES OF SELLING

Product title i.e acoustic guitar
Product description (approx 15-20 words)
Selling price
Contact telephone number
Item location (as we cover a  fairly large geographical area
it is helpful if buyers know where the item is located)

NOW JUST £15 FOR TWO WEEKS
(6X1 COLOUR AD WITH PHOTO) Advert runs for two weeks (price includes VAT)

The Oban Times reserves the right not to use photos that do not comply with our terms and conditions. 
No trade advertisers in private sales. All boats, cars and trailers must appear in Drive Times.

Three easy ways to place
your photo advert:

Online at

Telephone 01631 568 000
or 01397 703 003

ADD A
PHOTO

PHYSIOTHERAPY

 LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

SNOOKER TABLE slate 
bed approx 6ft x 3ft.  Bed 
and cover in good condition,  
£20 Telephone 01631 564848 

 MAIL ORDER

spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle of 
Skye, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 

popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.scot-
tishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 

fabulous views of the West 

handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places in-
clude: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort Wil-

or as a gift. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

 MARINE
MOORING BOUY A4 used 
but clean, some writing 
which should clean off. Size 
A4 (163 cm circumference) 
orange,  £10 Telephone 
01631 770698.

CARE 4 shelves, 3ft wide, 
4ft high, depth 12”, ball 
feet,  £40 Telephone 01631 
564988.

 MARINE UNDER 
£250

- would swap for Seagull s/c 
gearbox with clutch,  £25 
Telephone 07936 150423².

long with oars, lightweight 

condition,  £125 Telephone 
07899 425999.

-

stroke, short shaft, integral 
fuel tank, forward and 
neutral gears, lightweight 
and economical portable 
engine, just serviced,  £249 
Telephone 07899 425999.

 MOBILITY

self propelling, removable 
sides and footrests, hardly 
used,  £75 ono Telephone 

 MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

CLARINET  in own carry 

good condition,  £50 Tel-
ephone 07790 685182.

case very good condition 
cost over £1,000 new will 

sell,  £350 Telephone 01631 
563337.

-
-

manville Ontario, Canada, 
over 100 years old, good 
condition and tone, on roll-
ers, Offers Telephone 01320 
366312 (Fort Augustus after 
6pm).

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

10FT TRAMPOLINE 
10ft Trampoline with net, 
must be uplifted,  £85ono 
Telephone 07787 091138 or 
01586 550272.

Box of assorted Reels,  £50 
Telephone 01631 563337.

£100,  will sell for £40 Tel-
ephone 01631 563337.

over £200,  will sell for £70 
Telephone 01631 563337.

over £160 new,  will sell 
for £60 Telephone 01631 
563337.

FLY TYING EQUIPMENT 
large selection in 2 boxes 
would cost well over £300,  
will sell for £90 Telephone 
01631 563337.
TABLE TENNIS TABLE 
Full sized Table. Suitable for 

-
cellent condition. Net, bats, 

-
lect, Oban,  £50 Telephone 
07926 352087.

MAN TENT green Euro-
hike 2 man tent, with pegs 
etc. Good condition,  £10 
Telephone 07790 685182.

 PHOTOGRAPHY
60X ZOOM TELESCOPE 
Inpro Optigra prismatic 
zoom telescope + Cullman 

boatwatching.  Perfect con-
dition. Minard, L. Fyne,  £95 
Telephone 07771 981188.

 POWER TOOLS
8” MITRE SAW circular 
saw, sander, screwdriver, 
all good condition.  Reason-
able offers.  Telephone 01631 

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

RAFFLE TICKETS For your 
prize draw, numbered and 
peforated to your require-
ments. From Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
BOYS ACTION FIGURES 
collection of approx 15 

£20ono Telephone 07824 
611226.
TONKA TRUCK Tonka 

Tonka Torch,  £10 Telephone 
07824611226.

WANTED
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP 
METAL we uplift scrap 
cars, copper, brass, lead 
etc. Smaller quantities con-
sidered.  Telephone 07435 
589701. 

   H.I.M.D.F.
The Festival Committee would like to thank the 

many people involved with the recent Highlands & 
Islands Music & Dance Festival, for their commitment, 
enthusiasm and hard work. We are grateful to local 

businesses in and around Oban who support the 
festival and to the Chocolate Shop and Cuan Mor 

for helping to launch this year’s new “fringe” events, 
and look forward to many more years of successful 

working together to develop the festival and ensure its 
continued success.

PERSONALS

• More respect for the 
customer and their 
belongings

• A personal service
• Part of the community
• Loyal to customers

• Build a lasting relationship
• Available more easily
• Honest
• Easy to find references/

recommendations
• Reputation to maintain

Trust your local services
A few reasons to support your local services;

PRINTING SERVICES
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 

MEMORIALS

CHURCH NOTICES

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

ANGLICAN
COMMUNION

Sunday 25 May 2014
6th of Easter

(Rogation Sunday)
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ....... 08:00
Sung Eucharist............ 10:15

Children’s Corner
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Communion ....... 11:00

St Columba,
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............ 08:00
Evensong .................... 20:15
Holy Eucharist 
Wed 28 May ............... 14:30

Advance Notice
Thursday 29 May 2014

Ascension Day
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Sung Eucharist............ 19:30

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

News Editor
Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Emma Crichton
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345
Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646
Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive
Kaireen Moore
kmoore@obantimes.co.uk

Thought for the week

DAWSON - GILMORE  - With 
great pleasure the engagement 
is announced between Tanya, 
daughter of Sandy and Lesley 
Dawson of Kilmore, and 
Marius, son of Major (Retd.)
Stephen & Marian Gilmore 
Q.C. of Edinburgh.

DEATHS
FRASER - (INVERNESS) At
home with his loving family 
on  May 19, 2014, following a 
rapid illness endured privately 
and with amazing fortitude, 
Ian Crawford Fraser (of John 
Fraser & Son Funeral Directors, 
Inverness and Dingwall), adored 
dad, best friend and business 
partner of Vicki, best grandad in 
the world to Marcus and Fraser, 
very dearly loved brother of 
Edith and the late Alastair.  
Funeral service on Saturday  
May 31, at 10am in his Funeral 
Home, John Fraser & Son, 17 
– 29 Chapel Street, Inverness, to 
which all friends are respectfully 
invited, thereafter burial private.  

please.  Car parking available at 
his Funeral Home.
FRASER - Peacefully at home 
on Tuesday, May 20, 2014, 
Thomas (Tommy), aged 67, 
dearly loved and loving husband 
of Sheana.  Funeral service 
at 11.30am on Tuesday, May 
27, 2014 in the Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Parish Church, Fort 
William thereafter to Glen Nevis 

Collection on behalf of Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution 
may be given at the service or 
forwarded to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors.
HUTCHISON - Suddenly at 
her home, 1 Highbank Park, 
Lochgilphead, on May 15, 
2014, Marion Jean Hutchison, 
née MacLellan, in her 83rd year, 
beloved wife of the late Archie 
(ex Argyll County Police), 
much loved mum of Robert, 
Morag and Stuart, and cherished 
granny of Craig and Alan.  A 
much respected mother-in-law 
of Tom and Angela, dear sister 
of Mary and Iain, and a good 
neighbour and dear friend to 
many.  Funeral service was 
held in Lochgilphead Parish 
Church on Wednesday, May 
21, followed by interment at 
Achnabreac Cemetery.  Sadly 
missed.
MACDONALD - Suddenly 
on Monday, May 12, 2014, at 
Glasgow Royal, John (Johnnie) 
James MacDonald, a much 
loved son to John and the late 
Calum MacDonald, also a dear 
brother, brother-in-law, nephew 
and cousin to the family.  
Funeral service on Saturday, 
May 24 at Killin Parish Church 
at 10.45 am, thereafter to Killin 
Cemetery to which all friends 
are respectfully invited.  Family 

in lieu to Killin Church Fabric 
Fund.
MAY - Suddenly but peacefully, 
at the Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on Monday, May 12, 
2014, in his 80th year, Angus 
May, 15 Torosay Court, Oban, 
dearly loved husband of the 
late Catriona and dad of Steven, 
Norman, Karen, Sandra and the 
late Elizabeth, father-in-law of 
Chris and devoted and loving 
granddad to Caitlin and Erin.  A 
dear brother, brother-in-law and 
uncle.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
GROUNDWATER - John, 
Fiona and John wish to thank all 
relatives, friends and neighbours 
for their support, messages and 
cards following our very sad 
loss of Marie, We would like 
to thank Wards 5c and 2c in 
Raigmore for all their care and 
attention during her short stay.
A big thanks to Dr MacDonald 
and all staff in Ward 1 at the 
Belford Hospital for their care 
and kindness through a very 

Thanks to the carers and district 
nurses for their excellent care, 
Dr McConnell, Dr Ellis and 
Dr Brown who all provided 
an excellent level of care 
well beyond the call of duty, 
along with Carol and Aileen 
- a credit to the NHS. To 
Macmillan nurse Michelle for 
all her support, compassion 
and guidance. To Rev Kinnear 
for a lovely service and to Ena 
for the music and Brenda for 

McFall for the professional 

thanks to Highland Getaway 
for refreshments and thanks to 
Katie and Gilli for all their help.
Finally to all who attended the 
funeral thanks for your support, 
your kind donations raised £754 
for Kinlochleven Surgery.
MACDONALD -  The family 
of the late Theresa MacDonald 
would like to thank everyone 

ENGAGEMENTS Special thanks to Fr MacKinnon, 
Mike McFall and the West End 
Hotel and to all who contributed 
to the retiring collection which 
raised the sum of £620 and was 
divided between the Belford 
Hospital and Macmillan 
Nurses.
MACNAB - The family of the 
late James MacNab would like to 
thank everyone most sincerely, 
for the many kind expressions 
of sympathy received in their 
recent sad loss.  Special thanks 
to doctors and staff at Cruachan 
Unit, Oban, Beatson Oncology 
Unit, Glasgow, local district 
nurses, especially Sarah, Marie 
Curie and Macmillan nurses 
for all their devoted kind care 
and attention.  Thanks also to 
Stephen’s wife Alison for all her 
help, looking after the house for 
James.  A special mention and 
thanks to Mathew Ramsay for a 

service, which was appreciated 
by all, Stan Lupton Funeral 
Directors for professional 
services, Tarbert Hotel for 
catering and to all who travelled 
from near and far to pay their 
last respects at church and 
graveside.  The collection for 
Cruachan Unit and the Beatson 
Oncology Unit raised £900.
MACCOLL - Janet, Morag, 
Mary, Iain, Brian, Sarah, 
Katherine, Gordon & Grant 
would like to thank relations 
and friends for their many 
cards, letters, phone calls and 
support following Iain’s death.
Many thanks to the Doctors and 
Nurses from Easdale Medical 
Practice, Marie Curie Care 
Nurses, Rev Dr Ken Ross for 
his visits, comfort and uplifting 
services; to Catriona of Hamish 
Hoey & Sons for professional 
funeral arrangements: to Ken 
Butler and Graham Campbell 
for their music and singing and 
to both The Isle of Mull Hotel 
and the Oyster Bar for funeral 
refreshments. The retiring 
collection of £1000.00 has been 
divided between Kilbrandon 
Church and Marie Curie Cancer 
Care. Thank you for your 
generosity.
YOUNG -  Pam, Derek, Martin 
and family thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for their 

kindness shown to our mum 
Sheila during her illness and 
to us following her passing.  
Thanks to the nursing staff at 
LIDGH and especially Dr Fiona 
McLennan and visiting nurses; 
to Rev Dugald Cameron for 
pastoral support and the service 
on Thursday 15th; to Donald 

at Cardross Crematorium on 
Friday 16th; to Angie and Sheila 

the Royal Hotel for the reception 
and to D & A Munn for their 
excellent arrangements.  The 
retiring collections for the War 
& Peace Museum and Oban 
Hospice raised £708.50.

MEMORIAMS
CHILDS - Treasured memories 
of my husband Larry, died May 
26, 2002.
Although you can’t be here with 
me
We are truly not apart

You will be living in my heart.
Miss you lots.
- Margaret. xx
FAGAN - In memory of Frank 
who died May 24, 2011.
Sadly missed.
- Jessie, David and Francis.
MACCALMAN - Mhari.  In 
loving memory of Mhari, a 
loving daughter, sister, adored 
aunt to Kelsey and cherished 
partner of Jock.
Life goes on we know that’s 
true
But it is not the same since we 
lost you
Never more than a thought 
away
Loved and remembered every 
day.
Until we meet again
-Dad, Lorna, Marius, Kelsey 
and Jock.
One is one and all alone
And ever more shall be so.
- Lorna
MACDONALD – In loving 
memory of my dear father 
Alexander who died May 23, 
1993.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Jessie and Ian.
MACKINNON - In loving 
memory of a dear Auntie, 
Duncanina MacKinnon who 
sadly passed away May 20, 
2007
Sadly missed.
- The Omand Family Tiree, 
Lewis and Renfrew.
MACKINNON - In loving 
memory of Jimmy (Hans) a dear 
husband, father, grand- father 
and great-grandfather, who 
passed away May 21, 2003.
Sadly missed.
- Dinah and family.
MACLENNAN - In loving 
memory of my dear mother 
Margaret (Mena) who died May 
17, 1989.
Silent thoughts of times 
together
Hold memories that will last 
forever.
Love always.
- Daughter Morag.

ROBERTSON - 
CRAWFORD

Both families have great 
pleasure in announcing the 
engagement of Niall Stuart, 

youngest son of Andrew 
and June, Montrose, to 
Jane youngest daughter 
of David and Maureen, 
Carnoustie, on Friday, 

February 14, 2014. Niall is 
the youngest grandson of 

the late Annabel and Sandy 
MacLennan, formerly 

“Cnoc-na-sith”, Connel

McALISTER - In loving 
memory of Angus, a much 
loved son, brother and uncle 
who passed away on May 20, 
2013.
Sadly missed.
- Mum
NICOLSON – In loving 
memory of our dear father and 
grandfather Donald who died 
May 22, 1980, also our brothers 
and uncles, Joe who died April 
30, 1987 and Alister accidently 
drowned September 16, 1965.
Never more than a thought 
away.
- Sadly missed by all the 
family.
NICOLSON - Treasured 
memories of  Katie a dear 
mother, grandmother and great 
grandmother, who passed away 
May 21, 2010, also Donald a 
dear father, grandfather and 
great grandfather, who passed 
away August 13, 1987.
Sadly missed along life’s way
Quietly remembered every day
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by your loving family 
at Spean Bridge and Fort 
William.
SIMCOX -  Precious memories 
of our dear mother-in-law and 
grannie, Helen died May 20, 
2013.
Loved beyond words
missed beyond measure.
- Kirsty, Rebecca, Scott and 
Callan xx

COMMUNITY groups in Argyll 
are being encouraged to apply for 
funding from the second round of 
Argyll and Bute Council’s Third 
Sector Grants for this year.

It is aimed at supporting com-
munities and vulnerable people 
as well as kick starting new 
projects and events.

In April 72 organisations 

in Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
which were awarded a total of 
£31,700, leaving £3,300 still to 
be allocated.

In Mid Argyll, Kintyre and 
Islay, £30,182 was allocated to 
24 groups, leaving £4,818.

The closing date for applica-
tions in this round is Monday 
June 16.

See http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/council-and-government/
third-sector-grants for more 
information.

Council funding 
available for 
community groups

OBAN is to lead the way in an 
innovative gas trialling project 
- that could change the entire 
way the industry works.

Some 1,104 gas customers in 
the town will be invited to take 
part in the scheme, which could 
lead to reduced bills for the rest 
of Europe.

The project, being developed 
by Scotland Gas Networks, will 
see users of liquid petroleum 
gas (LPG) becoming part of the 
industry regulator OFGEM-
funded trial.

Initially 100 houses are being 
surveyed before the end of 
May. Any household appliances 
found not to be compatible for 
the trial will be replaced free 
of charge by Scotland Gas 
Networks.

The next stage, starting later 
this year, will undertake appli-
ance testing in all 1,104 proper-
ties using three types of gas, 
each with a slightly different 
chemical make up. Again, any 
appliances not up to standard 
will be replaced free of charge.

In stage three of the project 
running from early 2015 until 
early 2016, one of the three 
gases will be used throughout 
the town.

Susan Gray, the stakeholder 
project manager, wants the 
whole community to get 
involved.

She said: ‘This project has 
the potential to reduce costs for 
every customer.

‘That is not going to happen 
overnight, but the UK has an 
opportunity to save  £60 mil-
lion in processing costs if we 
can prove the chemical make-
up of gas can be altered.’

will be used  to allow improved 
long term security of supply 
and in turn energy bill savings 
for the gas consumer.

At present the EU and the UK 
highly regulates the chemical 
composition of gas. The project 
seeks to alter standards to take 
account of changes in that com-
position as different sources of 
gas are exploited.

Oban gas users 
at forefront 
of innovation 
project

A YEAR or so ago, my wife 
and I, our daughter and son-in-
law and our two nine-year-old 
grandchildren went for a walk 
through the woods near Balla-
chulish. Most of the group were 
forging ahead but one of the 
grandsons was nowhere in sight.
I waited, and waited. Then in to 
view he came with a stick in his 
hands nearly as big as he was, 
looking around this way and that 
and seemingly without a care in 
the world. ‘Come on, hurry up.
Everyone else is miles ahead,’ 
said I, exaggeratedly and with a 
note of exasperation.

He caught up and we began to 
walk on – slowly. ‘What have 
you been up to?’ I said. ‘Oh! 
You know…’ I didn’t really, but 

I muttered something and we 
walked on.

What did it matter if the others 
had to wait a few minutes whilst 
we walked slowly together? Why 
does it always seem necessary to 
hurry? We need those times of 
a gentler pace when we can be 
still and know that God is God.
At my advanced grandfatherly 
age I learned the lesson over 
again from my grandson - that 
it is good to wander with a stick 
in hand and look and listen and 
to do ‘Oh! You know…’ And he 
and I walked on hand-in-hand 
quietly enjoying the beauty of 
God’s creation together until we 
found the others.

Ian McFarlane. Oban 
Baptist Church

Why does it always seem neccessary to hurry?

SUNFLOWER bread and 
lovely ‘moist’ carrot cake, 
made in Oban, have received 
national status in The Scottish 
Bakers Awards.

Bossard’s Patisserie won 
the accolades at a glittering 
award ceremony hosted by 
celebrity cake-baker Mitch 
Turner MBE on Saturday 

night in Glasgow. The shop 
also came fourth nationally in 
the Scottish Baker Award for 
marketing.

Customers from across 
Scotland voted for the 
award, and from a long list 
of 600 products the Combie 
Street shop excelled itself by 
winning two silver regional 

bread and carrot cake.
Sylvia Bossard said: ‘This is 

not only an award for the staff, 
but it is also for our customers 
who nominated us. It is great 
news for us all.’

Bossard’s is Oban’s only 
patisserie and independent 
bakers.

The staff of Bossards won three accolades at The Scottish Bakers Awards. 15_t21bossards1

Oban patisserie receives 
national awards for 
outstanding baking

awards.
The 14th BBC Food and Farming Awards celebrate the best of 

British food and those companies and individuals who grow, make 
and supply it.

Gigha Halibut won best food producer in the annual radio 
awards.

Based on the Isle of Gigha, the team specialises in the artisan 
production of sustainable Scottish Atlantic halibut which is 
smoked to order using oak chips made from whisky barrels from 
the Kilchoman Distillery on Islay.

stocks are protected and no antibiotics are required in the proc-
ess.

Welcoming the news, David Adams McGilp, VisitScotland’s 
regional director and marine tourism expert, said: ‘It’s great to see 
halibut on local menus – how much more of a dining experience is 
it for consumers to know that it is Isle of Gigha Halibut, sustain-
ably produced to the highest standards just down the road? 

‘Demand for locally produced food and drink is growing and the 
Argyll and the Isles region is increasingly associated with produce 

Gigha Halibut named best 
food producer in BBC awards

MEET the ‘RackPack’ - four 
fundraising walkers who are 
going all the way to New York 
to raise cash for breast cancer 
charities.

The big-hearted quartet, all 
from the Oban area, hit upon the 
idea for raising money after try-
ing out the Scottish Moonwalk 
and thinking they could push 
themselves a little bit harder.

Dixie Porter, Tracy Dicacca, 
Christine Smith and Sylvia 

Atlantic for the event on July 
26.

In the USA the event is called 
Walk the Walk America and can 
attract thousands of men and 

women to the event, MoonWalk 
New York City, 2014.

The 26-mile route will take the 
women around some of the Big 
Apple’s most iconic landmarks 
- but as the walk is done at night 
time there’ll be no time to stop 
and stare.

As The Oban Times caught up 
with the RackPack on Saturday 
they were just about to do a 18-
mile training walk - evidence 
enough that they are taking 
preparations very seriously.

To sponsor the RackPack visit 
the women’s sponsorship page 
at www.walkthewalkfundrais-
ing.org and search for New York 
and Rack Pack.  

The RackPack 
head for NYC

The RackPack, from left, Dixie Porter, Christine Smith, Tracy 
Diciacca and Sylvia Thomson, will be raising funds by taking part 

in the Moonwalk in New York in July. 30_t21moonwalk1
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RUGBY

POOL

New strips for Oban Lorne

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
has been accused of getting it 
wrong again as it says it will re-
place Lochgilphead’s 2G pitch 
with another surface designed 
for hockey.

Tiger Turf carpet on the pitch 

standard 3G surfaces are be-

It did not consult sports clubs 

Tiger Turf, a lesser surface than 
that called for in last year’s 3G 
pitch petition, is not suitable for 
contact rugby. 

And while football can be 
played on it, Tiger Turf  is a 

Argyll and Bute 
Council snubs 
sports clubs in
3G pitch decision

pitches in Argyll.
It is understood that the Scot-

tish Rugby Union has contacted 
the council about the decision.

Won’t budge
Peter Laing, who launched 

the 3G pitch petition calling for 
a suitable surface for  football, 
rugby and shinty, said: ‘I have 
already outlined to the council 
that hockey could also be played 

though it is not the preferred 
surface. 

this.’

of Lochgilphead Soccer Centre, 
said: ‘I fear that in a short 

football on a surface which is 
described by sportscotland as 

hockey.

it was acceptable for youth 
football, but in the intervening 

play on it.
-

we are again faced with a pitch 

Councillor Douglas Philand 
said: ‘Contact rugby is now be-
ing excluded when we have an 

all sports. 
‘I know following the petition 

view, it did not happen the last 

Argyll and Bute Council leader 

into the 3G pitch upgrade at the 
request of Councillor Philand.

Meanwhile the council 
responded with: ‘The new 3G 
surface at Lochgilphead Joint 

-

Council leader Dick Walsh has promised
to look into the Lochgilphead upgrade

rugby strips will see both the Oban Lorne and 

-
petition. 

The under-15s strips were won by Murray 

none. The Gilbert strips will be delivered later 
this year. 

Robin MacQueen and some of the Oban Lorne players receives the new strip from David Brown. 
Photo by Stephen Lawson

CONNEL’S John McPhee put up a strong 
showing in last weekend’s thriller of a 
Moto3 French GP at Le Mans.

between the top eight riders in the front 
-

ling Moto3 races yet.
John was riding in the front group right 

3G PITCH

Eventually – after a full race on the 
pace and battling up at the front end, John 

-

position in this race. At the end, I even had 
to the Italian Grand Prix in Mugello on 
June 1.’

MOTOR CYCLING

Connel rider John McPhee finished eighth in the French Grand Prix at Le Mans. Photo: Bonnie Lane

SIXTEEN-year-old Brandon 

seniors when he played in event 
three of the Region Five Scot-
tish Eightball Pool Federation 
(SEPF) trophies.

Brandon, who plays in the 
Scottish Junior National Tour, 

event because of a lack of funds 

entrance fee.
His win sees a 10-fold return 

very happy he could pay his 
gran back.

Although Brandon got 

without having to lift a 

certainly did not have an easy 
ride to the winning line as three 

were seeded players. 

‘Now to win a junior tour.’
The SEPF would like to thank 

everyone for their continued 
support. 

Tour Event 4 will be held on  
August 9 2014 at the Lancaster 
Hotel in Oban. 

Sixteen-year-old 
Brandon wins 
senior pool event

Brandon Ferris with his Scottish 
Eightball Pool Federation 

senior trophy.

MacCrone denied by technical gremlins
MULL rally ace John MacCrone 
was denied his third successive 
class win of the season recently 
when he was forced to retire 

The 24-year-old outpaced 

four-wheel drive cars in his 
two-wheel drive Castrol-backed 
Ford Fiesta R200 and was also 

MacCrone set fastest stage 

through eight of the nine stages 

to retire his Pirelli-shod Fiesta 

Such had been the Scot’s 

Isle of Man event, that he led 

stop.
‘It’s a real pity, because the car 

had been going fantastically,’ 
MacCrone, who was also lying 

Photo: John MacCrone drives the Castrol-liveried, M-Sport Ford Fiesta R200 through the stages of 
the Manx National Rally. Photo: FiveStageMedia 

and closing rapidly on a Top 

the car.’
Eager to avoid a potentially 

expensive engine rebuild to the 
M-Sport-built car, MacCrone 

Roberts — headed for the next 
service halt and had the Fiesta 
checked by Carlisle-based CA1 
Sport, who prepare the car.

pointed to the head gasket go-
ing, so the logical decision was 
to retire the car to ensure we 

MacCrone explained.
‘It’s obviously a real pity, be-

we were well on course to not 

the top 10 overall, which would 
have been fantastic. But these 

two events, the Border Counties 
and the Granite City rallies in 

it would have been nice to have 
kept the winning run going.

showed the car has fantastic 
pace, and is sensational on Tar-

RALLYING

Oban High School Under 16  rugby team pictured with John Stoddart of ‘Stoddarts of Oban’ who 
kindly sponsored a new playing kit for the team. The boys will be competing in the Under 16 West 

Regional leagues next year. Also in the picture is Murray Hamilton head of PE at Oban High School.
The team played Campbeltown last week and won the game 53-17. Photo by Stephen Lawson

Lochfyneside FC under 
new management
Lochfyneside Football Club 
hopes to breathe fresh life into 
the side that was faced with 
folding at the start of the year. 

Garry Crawford and Rhuaridh 
Finlayson have taken over as 

the club, was forced to cancel a 

Garry plans to build the squad 

Football Association coach to 

CROSSCOUNTRY-
tained the boys’ and girls’ Skye 

-
onships.

S1 and S2 pupils from Lochaber’s four high schools throw Sportsafe UK Ltd baseball caps in the air 
ahead of their recent rugby tournament at Lochaber High School. The company, for which Lochaber 

RFC coach Charlie Donaldson is Scotland area manager, sponsored the competition. The Mallaig 
High School team, pictured above in white, won the S1-S2 event. Around 250 primary and second-

ary pupils from across Lochaber took part. 

Portree retain cross country team trophy
the island took part in the event, 
which was organised by Janice 
MacGuire, one of the PE spe-
cialists working on Skye.

Pictured below, is the winning 

Stoddarts sponsor high school rugby team

last week as Michael Deason 

23 seconds.
A Shettleston Harriers run-

The annual event on Sunday 
saw runners of all ages taking 

races - The Inveraray Jail Break, 
Inveraray Junior Jail Break and 
Kids in the Run.

challenging course - which saw 
adults run to Dun Na Cuaiche 

of Lochgilphead, who broke 

overall, setting a very high bar 
for future juniors.

Meanwhile Lindsay Johnson 

creating a new course record 

followed over the line by Paula 

Club.
There was delight for Invera-

MacIntyre, while Penny Haw-

the castle.
Second male

The winner of last year’s 
Inveraray Jail Break, Grant 

Argyll Adventure Quaiche, was 

were up there at the top of the 
leader board. 

Neil MacNicol, of Beacon 

Regular Jail Breaker Dinah 

Knapdale runners led the 
veteran 40 ladies over the line 

and Inveraray’s Fiona Corner 

jogscotland’s Elaine McCann 
-

beltown’s Margaret Sinclair 
(44.30) and Mid Argyll jogscot-

Freya Corner (42.05).
The junior jail breakers set 

-

(19.31), third overall and second 

Bain (23.12).

years) saw Mid Argyll Athletics 

Second over the line was 

Jake Gillespie (13.21) and Rach-

year.

ATHLETICS

FOOTBALL
‘The coach will put the boys 

through their paces trying to get 

next season,’ Garry said.
Committment

to get a big pool of players that 

surrounding area.

factor this season. There were 
not enough boys willing to keep 
it [the club] up and running so I 
thought I would step up and take 

Also in a new role is Craig 
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LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£1000

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

I MacKillop, Lochiel Road, Inverlochy

M Campbell, Glencalvie Road, Dumbarton

Macaulay Sixes

Premier Division 
title race could go 
down to the wire

FOOTBALL

Final game of the season may be
a winner-takes-all league decider

Scottish Amateur Football League - Premier Division
      P       W       D       L        F        A       Pts
1    Oban Saints    16      11       5        0        49       18       38
2    Haldane United    16      11       3        2        48       26       36
3    St Joseph’s FP    16       9        4        3        48       30       31
4    Finnart    16       9        3        4        44       30       30
5    Busby     18       7        3        8        37       46       24
6    Castlemilk    18       4        7        7        40       50       19
7    Inverclyde    17       4        4        9        33       42       16  
8    Thorn Athletic    14       4        3        7        19       23       15
9    Alba Thistle    16       5        0       11       28       47       15
10  Kilbowie Union    17       1        2       14       29       63        5

Golf News

Killin

Islay

Glencruitten

Umbro Scottish Amateur 
Football League
Premier Division

Finnart 0
Oban Saints 1

GLASGOW Green was the 
venue for this important league 
match against Finnart last Sat-
urday. A win for the home team 
would put them right back in the 
title race but a win for Saints 
would end Finnart’s dream for 
this season and a goal from 

from time sealed the vital three 
points for the Oban side which 
means the league title is now a 
two-horse race between Saints 
and Haldane United who beat 
Inverclyde at the weekend.

It was far from a full strength 

journey to Glasgow with several 
players missing through injury, 

suspension and unavailability 
but they still managed to muster 
a strong squad of 14.

The game was evenly bal-

defences looking pretty solid.
Both teams were trying to 

play the ball on the deck, but 
the surface was hard and a slight 

for the players.
The half time interval arrived 

with the scoreline blank with 
neither goalkeeper having any 
save of note to make.

chance in the third minute of the 
second half but Daniel Cassells 
made a good save to deny the 
Finnart front man.

The visitors fought back 
and Mattie Rippon had a shot 
squirm inches past the upright, 
then Donnie Campbell had a 

end to end as the half wore on 
and Finnart had a great chance 
when a through ball caught 
out the Saints rearguard, but 
Davie McArthur blocked the 
net-bound shot on the line with 
Daniel Cassells tipping the ball 
over the bar from the rebound. 

Finnart had their tails up and 
were pressing for a goal that 
would keep their title hopes 
alive but Saints always looked 
dangerous on the break and 
Davie McArthur shot past the 
post and into the side netting 
then the same player forced the 
Finnart net-minder into a good 
save.

The visitors were right back 
in the game as the half wore on 
and created a number of good 
chances. Allan MacKay should 
have found the net when he got 
on the end of a Donnie Campbell 
cross, but the Saints’ top scorer 
headed past the post from six 
yards.

Donnie Campbell was next to 
try his luck. His strike from 25 
yards seemed to be heading into 
the postage stamp corner of the 
net until the Finnart goalkeeper 
make a wonder save touching 
the ball over for a corner.

Saints were on top as the game 
drew to a close, but they still 

hadn’t scored the goal they were 
looking for.

remaining some clever play 
from Lewis Cameron, Donnie 
Campbell and Mattie Rippon 
resulted in Shaun MacIver play-
ing the ball through the middle 
of the Finnart defence.

react and he raced into the box 
before curling a great right foot 
shot past the helpless Finnart 
goalkeeper much to the delight 
of his teammates.

Finnart threw everything 
forward in a last ditch attempt 
to get back into the game but the 
visitors played out time to win a 
close game 1-0

Manager Iain Jackson was de-
lighted at the result. He said: ‘It 
was a competitive game played 
between two good teams. It was 
close but we created more scor-
ing chances than Finnart so I 
think we just about edged it and 
deserved the three points.’

Saints have two league games 
left, both at home. This Sat-
urday they take on Inverclyde 
at Glencruitten with a 2pm 
kick-off with what could be a 
winner-takes-all title decider 
the following Saturday against 
Haldane United.

Umbro Scottish Amateur League
 Premier Division
Kilbowie Union 1

Oban Saints 7
SAINTS travelled  to Clydebank High School 3G 
to take on Kilbowie Union in a league match last 

class performance picking up all three points and 
netting seven goals into the bargain.

Ross Maitland opened the scoring in the 6th 

Union keeper Fraser Wilson and into the net.
The visitors were knocking the ball about 

Cameron proving to be a tricky customer for the 
home defence to deal with.

The visitors increased their lead in the 18th 
minute through top scorer Allan MacKay who 

Union to their credit were trying to play the ball 
on the deck, but they were getting litle change out 
of the resolute Saints’ defence.

Campbell and Myles McAuley were dictating 
play and it was no surprise when Myles made a 
lung-bursting run forward before setting up Allan 

the ball low into the bottom corner, although the 

keeper got a hand to the ball he could not prevent 
it from hitting the back of the net.

The visitors killed the game off as a contest two 
minutes from the interval when Lewis Cameron 
scored, but credit to the home side they pulled a 
goal back right on the half time whistle to make 
the half time score 4-1.

Saints started the second half the same as the 

when Lewis Cameron curled a great free kick 
round the Kilbowie ‘wall’ and into the bottom 
corner of the net.

Donnie Campbell then scored the goal of the 
game with a great strike from fully 25 yards 
leaving the keeper rooted to the spot.

Kilbowie looked a dispirited side now and 
Lewis Cameron piled on the misery when he 
netted Saints’ seventh goal and his own hat-trick 
in the 71st minute.

The Oban side had the luxury of missing a 
late penalty when Donnie Campbell’s spot kick 
was saved and then right on the full time whistle 
Lewis Cameron hit the post.

Iain Jackson said: ‘We played some good foot-
ball tonight and managed to score seven goals 
into the bagain. Credit to Kilbowie they kept 
trying to play the game the right way but we were 
much the better side on the night’.

Lewis Cameron scored a hat-trick against Kilbowie.

Union have no answer to slick Saints

Thomson Trophy - Semi Final
Corkerhill 2

 Oban Athletic 2
3-3 after extra time

2-3 on penalties
OBAN Athletic sealed a place in 

Thomson Trophy after a thrill-
ing penalty shootout victory at 
Clyde’s Broadwood Stadium.

The match against First Divi-
sion league leaders Corkerhill 
was always likely to be a very 
tough test and proved to be 
the case when the Paisley side 
took the lead mid way through 

penalty kick.  Corkerhill’s Wai 
Hong Lam went down under the 
challenge of Athletic left back 
Stephen Kelly and the striker 
made no mistake from the spot.

Athletic were rewarded for 
a great start to the second half 

into the bottom corner after 50 
minutes.

Athletic then controlled large 
periods of the game and while 
pushing for a winner were 
caught on the counter attack 

found himself unmarked in the 

helpless Sugar Douglas with just 

Athletic then changed to 4-3-3 
by bringing on Lance McCuish 
for the excellent David Smith. 

The gamble was rewarded 
when Mark Robertson found 
space on the left hand side and 

sub McCuish to slide in and 
bring his side a deserved equal-
iser three minutes into stoppage 
time. This invigorated the Oban 
side who started the extra time 
in the best possible fashion 
when Paul Carmichael cracked 
a 25 yarder in off the underside 
of the bar giving  goalkeeper 
Matthew Lynch no chance.

The Paisley side then showed 
great spirit to bounce straight 

bottom corner.  Neither side had 
much left in the tank with only 
a red card for Corkerhill’s Wai 
Hong Lam to talk about with the 
inevitable penalties following. 

Sugar Douglas was to prove 
the difference in the shootout 
when he managed to save the 

last two spot kicks after expertly 
taken conversions from the 
birthday boy Steven MacLeod, 
Paul Carmichael and Dougal 
Graham which meant Athletic 
ran out worthy winners.

Manager John Horne said: 
‘When you consider this is only 

great reward for everyone who 
has put time and effort into try-
ing to ensure Oban has a much 
needed second amateur side’.

He added:  ‘I’m especially 
pleased for all the players who 
have come together and per-
formed so well in such a big 
game, we all look forward to 
returning to Broadwood for the 

FOOTBALL

Lance McCuish slides in to score and take the game to extra time.
Photos: Gerry Lafferty Photography

Dean Smith challenges the Corkerhill goalkeeper with Paul 
Carmichael waiting to pounce.

RESULTS of ladies competi-
tions held recently at Glencruit-
ten: May 15: Loretto Cup 
(Played over 2 Rounds - nett 
results) - 1 Angela McLaughlan 
62 + 68 = 130; 2 Christine 
Cameron 64 + 75 + 139; 3 
Diane Colewell 68 + 75 = 141.

Save the Children (Mixed) 
results from Sunday May 11 - 1 
Angela McLaughlan and Alan 
Garrett 82 - 17.5 = 64.5; 2 Mary 
Plunkett and Eric Deverill 83 - 
15.5 = 67.5; 3 Louise MacLeod 
and Donald McLennan 98 
- 25.0 = 73

Men’s Stableford May 13 
-  Donald MacLean 39 points; 
George Mackenzie 36 points 
(24); Greg Waddell 35 points 
(11).

 The second round of the 
Isis Cup is to be played on 
Saturday.

THE Laddie played Sunday 
May 18 - 1 D Holyoake 38 Pts;
2 M Shields 35 Pts; 3 C Stroud 
32 Pts. Css 74.

SENIOR Gents Open: 
Wednesday May 14
category 1 (0-14) - 1  George 
Ferguson (Kenmore) 61; 2  
Richard Downie (St Fillans) 66 
BIH;  3  A B Lyons (Tulliallan) 
66

Category 2 (15-28) - 1  D 
Mudie (Isle of Seil) 67 BIH;  2  
John Strang (Killin) 67; 3  John 
Ramage (Whitecraigs) 68 BIH

Nearest the pin 15 - 28:  John 
McIlroy (Kenmore); Nearest the 
pin  0 - 14:   George Ferguson 
(Kenmore); Nearest the pin in 2: 
Billy McKay (Dalmally)

Handicap winner (Kiltyrie 
Trophy):    George Ferguson 
(Kenmore) 61.

Mactaggart Trophy (Best 
Local h/cap 15 - 28):  John 
Strang (Killin) 67.

Lix Toll Trophy (Best Local 
h/cap 1 - 14) :  Dickie Lewis 
(Killin) 69

Magic 2’s - John Plunkett 
(Glencruitten), Glenn Marshall 
( Rye Hill), George Ferguson 
(Kenmore), Ian Douglas 
(Lochwinnoch), Andrew Leitch 
(Harburn), Bill MacDonald 
(Callander), J Morrisey (St. 
Fillans), Neil McCorkindale 
(Isle of Seil) 

CHILDREN from Dalmally 
Primary School joined 300 chil-
dren from all across Scotland to 
descend on Ibrox Park, home of 
Glasgow Rangers to have a fun-

Bank school progamme.
Encouraged

The Tesco Bank Football Chal-
lenge is designed to enourage 
primary two and three children 
to become more active and 
develop a love of the game.

The programme follows the 
principles of the Scottish FA’s 
National Player Pathway, which 

starts with small-sided games 
and grows with the child, using 
the most appropriate format for 
their age and stage of develop-
ment.

Delivered by Scottish FA 
coaches, the programme pro-
vides free activity sessions at 
primary schools alongside local 
festivals and events.

Challenges
The programme also incor-

porates the Positive Coaching 
Scotland philosophy, which 
challenges the ‘win at all costs’ 
mentality and focuses on learn-

ing, respect, responsibility, 
effort and success.

The main objective when 
working with children of this 
age is to provide opportunities 
to take part in physical activity 
and encourage them to be aware 

lifestyle.
Currently schools within the 

Oban area are taking part in the 
Tesco bank programme being 
delivered by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s football service.

FOOTBALL

Fun-filled day for Dalmally children
The Dalmally schoolchildren at Ibrox Stadium.

THE FIRST round of Tarbert 
Golf Club’s President’s Cup was 
played recently at Glenralloch.

A 36-hole gross qualifying 
competition, the event saw Peter 
MacLean and Iain MacAlister 
both post 72 in the gross 
section.

Third gross went to Bruce 
MacNab, who was one further 
back on 73.

The net section was won by 

net 61, second net was Steven 
Barclay on 64 and Kenneth 
MacFarlane, with a net 66, was 
third.

The second round of the 
competition will be held on 
May 31. 

Tarbert

THE MACAULAY Sixes for 
Primary Schools will be held on 

For further information and 
entry forms please contact 
David Hamilton on davidb51@
btinternet.com or 07771700664

SCHOOL SHINTY
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Newtonmore 
pay the penalty
in MacTavish

The Orion Group Premiership
  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts
Newtonmore 7        6        0        1      22       7        12
Lovat  7        6        0        1      19       6        12
Kingussie  8        5        1        2      20      14       11
Glenurquhart 6        3        1        2      11       7         7
Kinlochshiel 7        2        0        5      11      17        4
Kyles Athletic 6        1        2        3        7      14        4
Inveraray  7        1        1        5        9      18        3  
Lochaber  6        0        1        5        7      23        1

Marine Harvest National Division  
                                   P      W      D       L       F        A      Pts
Oban Camanachd 5        4       0        1       11       5         8
Beauly  7        3       1        3       16      12        7     
Caberfeidh 4        2       1        1       13        6        5
Fort William 2        2       0        0         7        2        4
Kilmallie  3        2       0        1         7        4        4
Glasgow MA 5        2       0        3       11      12         4
Glenorchy  5        1       0        4         5      19         2
Bute  3        0       0        3         2      12        -2

Marine Harvest North Division 1
  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts      
Skye  4        4        0        0      12        0        8
Strathglass 4        3        1        0      15        5        7
Newtonmore 6        3        0        3      18        8        6
Glenurquhart 5        2        1        2      12      12        5
Kingussie  6        2        1        3      14      17        5  
Beauly  6        2        1        3        9      19        5
Inverness  5        1        2        2      14      16        4
Lovat  5        1        0        4        7      22        2

Marine Harvest South Division 1
  P       W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Kyles Athletic 6        3        2        1       21       7        8
Ballachulish 3        2        1        0       14       3        5
Aberdour  3        2        1        0       11       2        5
Strachur  4        1        2        1         7       9        4
Kilmory  4        1        1        2         5       6        3
Taynuilt  2        1        0        1         2       4        2
Lochside Rovers 5        0        2        3         6      19       2
Oban Celtic 3        0        1        2         1      17       1

Marine Harvest North Division 2
  P       W      D        L        F       A      Pts
Glengarry  6        4        1        1       11       7        9
Fort William 5        4        0        1       18      10       8
Boleskine  7        4        0        3       19      20       8
Lochcarron 3        2        1        0         7        2       5
Lochaber  6        2        1        3       13      15       5
Skye  6        1        1        4       12      14       3
Kinlochshiel 6        1        2        3         9      12       2
Aberdeen Uni 6        0        2        3         6      15       2

Marine Harvest South Division 2 
                                  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts
Tayforth  8        7        1        0      24       4       15
Inveraray  8        6        2        0      25       4       14
Col Glen  9        4        2        3      33      12      10
Glasgow MA  7        4        0        3      27      12        8
Bute  7        3        1        3      13      16        7
Ballachulish 8        3        0        5      15      26        6
Glenorchy  7        1        0        6        6      23        2
Aberdour  8        0        0        8        6      52        0

Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                  P       W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Caberfeidh 7        4        1        1       29     10       11
Lochbroom 6        3        2        1       10       7        8
Strathspey 8        4        1        3       18     22        8
Lewis  7        2        1        4       14     19        5
Kilmallie  5        2        1        2       16     10        4
Inverness  7        1        0        6        7      26        2

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

best for shinty
news, views

and photographs

Saturday May 17
Orion Group Premiership
Kingussie 5 - 0 Lochaber

Marine Harvest
National Division
Kilmallie v Caberfeidh
Abandoned - Field unplayable
Glenorchy 0 - 5 Beauly

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Lovat 0 - 2 Strathglass

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lochcarron 3 - 0 Kinlochshiel
Skye 1 - 1 Glengarry
Aberdeen Uni 2 - 3 Lochaber

Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Strathspey 6 - 0 Inverness
Lewis 1 - 5 Caberfeidh

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Kyles Athletic 8 - 0 Oban Celtic
Taynuilt 2 - 1 Kilmory

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Ballachulish 5 - 1 Aberdour
Tayforth 3 - 0 Glenorchy

RBS MacTavish Cup

Kinlochshiel v Lovat
Abandoned - Field unplayable
Glenurquhart 1 - 1 Newtonmore
Glenurquhat won 6-5 on penalties

AJG Parcels Celtic Society Cup 

Glasgow MA 0 - 3 Kyles Ath
Inveraray 2 - 1 Oban Caman

The Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup - 2nd Round
Glenurquhart 6 - 0 Col Glen
Bute 1 - 1 Lochside Rovers
Lochside won 1-0on penalties

Strathdearn Cup 1st Round
Kilmallie 2 - 1 Beauly

RBS MacTavish Plate 

Fort William v Boleskine

a team - walkover to Fort William
Skye 3 - 1 Inverness

South of Scotland Plate

Ballachulish v Strachur
Abandoned - Field unplayable
Aberdour 2 - 2 Bute
Abedour won 3-2 on penalties

Saturday May 24
Orion Group Premiership
Kyles Athletic v Newtonmore
David Mitchell - 3pm
Glenurquhart v Lochaber
Deek Cameron - 3pm 
Inveraray v Kingussie
Graham Cameron - 3pm

Marine Harvest
National Division
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Beauly
Ted McDonald
Glenorchy v Fort William
Colin MacDonald - 3pm
Kilmallie v Bute
Innes Wood - 3pm

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Glenurquhart v Newtonmore
Calum Girvan - 12pm
Beauly v Lovat
Evan MacRae
Kingussie v Strathglass
John MacGregor
Inverness v Skye
Archie Ritchie

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lochaber v Fort William

Glengarry v Aberdeen Uni
David Stafford
Skye v Lochcarron
Daniel MacRae
Kinlochshiel v Boleskine
Ron Kennedy

Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Kilmallie v Strathspey
Martin MacLean - 12pm
Caberfeidh v Lochbroom
Robert Morrison
Lewis v Inverness
Andy MacLean

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Kyles Athletic v Taynuilt
Neil MacDonald - 12pm
Lochside Rovers v Aberdour
Lachie Wood
Oban Celtic v Kilmory

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Glenorchy v Aberdour
Ronnie Campbell - 12pm
Inveraray v Glasgow MA 
John Wood - 12pm
Ballachulish v Col Glen
John Matheson
Bute v Tayforth
Duncan Freshwater

RBS MacTavish Cup

Lovat v Kinlochshiel
John Angus Gillies
(All throw-ups 2.30 pm unless
stated)

Glenurquhart goalkeeper 
Stuart Mackintosh celebrating 

after scoring the winning 
penalty against Newtonmore 

in the RBS MacTavish Cup 
semi-final last Saturday.

 Photo Donald Cameron

Kilmallie’s Mark Graham and Lee Nicol of Caberfeidh duel for 
possession in the sides’ Marine Harvest National Division game 
- but the weather was the only winner as heavy rain forced the 

match to be abandoned. 20_f21shinty02 

Orion Group 
Premiership
KYLES ATHLETIC have

the AJG Parcels Celtic Society
Cup after an impressive victory
over Glasgow Mid Argyll.

The Tighnabruaich men put
three goals past the home side
while maintaining a clean sheet.

Robert Zavaroni opened the

and doubled his tally on the half
hour mark, one minute after
Thomas Whyte’s effort hit the
back of the net.

The team will need to maintain
their goal scoring form tomor-
row (Saturday) when they take
on Orion Premiership leaders
Newtonmore.

Sitting at the top of the table
alongside Lovat, the north side

played this season.
The game throws up in

Tighnabruaich at 2.30pm.

NEWTONMORE are facing a
struggle this weekend as they
add another two players to the
list of injuries.

This brings the total to seven
men out of action when they
travel to Tighnabruaich to take
on Kyles Athletic on Saturday.

Danny MacRae and Jamie
Robertson both sustained inju-
ries during a gripping MacTav-

Glenurquhart beat ’More 2-1 in
sudden death penalties.

Coach PJ Mackintosh said: ‘All
the boys who are injured were in
last year’s winning squad so you
can see where we are.

‘It was a big blow for us on
Saturday but Glen’ were making
some tremendous saves. They’re
a physical side and were really
strong, they deserve to be in the

Looking ahead to this week-
end’s Orion Group Premiership

will be harder than usual with
such a depleted team.

GLENURQUHART have

MacTavish Cup after beating
Newtonmore in a nail-biting
sudden death penalty shoot out.

At 1-1 Glen’s 90th minute

Glenurquhart players celebrate their RBS MacTavish Cup semi final penalty shoot-out win over Newtonmore last Saturday. 
Photo Neil Paterson

of the 2014 Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup was made at the

in Inverness:
Kyles Athletic v Lochside

Rovers; Lochbroom v Fort Wil-
liam; Kingussie v The Scots or
Beauly; Glenurquhart v Lova

Matches are scheduled to take
place on Saturday June 7.

of the 2014 Balliemore Cup
was made on Tuesday at the

in Inverness: Inverness v Skye;
Aberdour v Ballachulish.

scheduled to take place at neu-
tral venues on Saturday June 14
(venues tbc).

The Final will be played at
Taynuilt on Saturday July 12.

penalty was saved and the game
was still deadlocked after 10
penalties before Stuart Mackin-
tosh secured the winning goal.

Coach Billy MacLean said: ‘I
couldn’t believe we missed that
penalty in the last minute but it
was a very good game of shinty
from two good sides. We were
both missing a few players so it
was quite an open game. Either
of us could have won during
normal time.

‘They all played well but
Lewis MacLennan is usually up

to defence and he did really
well. Young James Hurwood
was great too. He’s only 18
and he played the full game in
centreline.’

This weekend Glenurquhart
will host Lochaber in the Orion
Group Premiership and despite
the opposition’s lack of wins
recently MacLean doesn’t think
it will be an easy game.

He said: ‘Lochaber will be
knowing they need to get a
result and they’re a good side so
we have to be on top of our game
if we want that result.’

Glen will be missing Michael
Brady who is suspended, An-
drew MacIntosh through injury
and Andrew Corrigan who will
be offshore.

LOCHABER faced another
blow on Saturday thanks to a 5-
0 hammering from Kingussie in
the Orion Group Premiership.

But at the bottom of the table,
they are just two points behind
Inveraray so Lochaber will
have everything to play for
when they travel to Blairbeg

against Glenurquhart who will

win against current champions
Newtonmore.

INVERARAY’S Celtic Cup
game against Oban Camanachd

win they deserved, accord-
ing to player/manager Garry
MacPherson.

The Royal Burgh side secured
two goals in three at the Win-
terton on Saturday to secure

the AJC Parcels Celtic Society
Cup.

Two early goals from Neil

Campbell, scored within a
minute of each other, set the
tone for the game.

‘If we had got a third, it would

Garry said.
‘But we were solid at the back

and it was good to see the boys
scoring upfront.’

A welcome win for a team
that has been struggling in
the Orion Group Premiership,
Garry added: ‘At the end of the
day we have not played badly
this season. We have had a few
things go against us. The lads
have stuck at it and got their
reward on Saturday.’

The team will need to main-
tain their good form tomorrow
(Saturday) when they return to
league duty for a match against
Kingussie.

Garry said: ‘Most of the games
in the last few years have been
relatively close. If we can get
off to a good start like last week
that would certainly help.’

The game throws up at Win-
terton Park at 2.30pm.

KINGUSSIE were delighted
with a 5-0 victory against Loch-
aber on home ground but coach
Russell Jones insisted it wasn’t
as easy as the score line would
appear.

He said: ‘It was a good result,
we were pleased with it and it
keeps us ticking along. Lochaber
played well too and created a lot
of chances but Craig Dawson in
goals had a really good game
and kept them at bay.’

them away to Inveraray where
they recently secured a narrow
3-2 win.

Jones added: ‘It’ll be really

We only just won a couple of

another close game.’

MacTavish Cup
It took LOVAT 60 years to
reclaim the MacTavish Cup last
season - and the Kiltarlity men
have no intention of letting go of
the coveted trophy.

Standing between them and
their goal are Saturday’s semi-

victors over Newtonmore.
Lovat coach Allan MacRae

said it was not 100 per cent
certain that mercurial forward
Kevin Bartlett would be avail-
able - but that aside he will have
a full squad at his disposal.

He said: ‘It will be a hard, hard
game - we have had two crack-
ing games against them already
this season and it will another
all-out 90 minutes, I’m sure.’

Motivating the players for the
tie against ’Shiel will not be a
problem, MacRae said.

‘You don’t have to raise the

be right up for it and will be
looking to do the best they can.

‘The league is our bread and

the icing on the cake.’

KINLOCHSHIEL will bid for

MacTavish Cup when they taken
on holders Lovat at Kiltarlity.

The teams have had two
mighty duels already this sea-
son with Lovat just gaining the
edge - but on their day ’Shiel are
more than capable of causing an
upset.

Coach Colin Fraser will have
the services of Duncan ‘Ach’
MacRae at his disposal after the
talismanic player’s absence for
university study.

Fraser said: ‘It is a big bonus

for us - he gives us a lot of op-
tions because he can play in the
centre or in the forward line.

‘It is always hard going to Kil-
tarlity and it will just depend on
who wants it more on the day.

‘The last time we went there it
was a very close game and we
will have to be at our best, there’s
no doubt about that. Lovat won’t
give the cup up easily.’

He added: ‘Going through to

means a lot more to us to stay in
the league.’

South of Scotland 
Plate
BALLACHULISH will replay
their South of Scotland Plate

called off after 17 minutes at
Jubilee Park last weekend.

In terrible conditions referee
John MacGregor made the deci-
sion, with both teams’ agree-

had no option but to abandon the

Ballachulish had adapted
slightly better to the condi-
tions and took a two-goal lead
through Grant MacKenzie and
Scott Henderson- but the lead
counted for nothing.

Because the game had started
Ballachulish lose home advan-
tage and now travel to Strachur
for a re–run of the tie.

Ballachulish’s young second
team had the advantage of an
early start to catch the better
of the weather and ran out 5–1
winners against an even younger
Aberdour team who left Fife at
7.30 in the morning.

The home team scored through
Lewis Bryson (17, 84mins),
Stuart Robertson (34, 37mins)
and Patrick Carr in the 80th
minute. Aberdour responded
through Niamh Donnelly in the
75th minute.

STRACHUR will have home
advantage on Saturday when
they take on Ballachulish in the

-
land Plate. The referee had to

weekend because of the pitch

team leading 2-0 at the time.

National Division
GLENORCHY played host to
Beauly last Saturday but unfor-
tunately the Mart Park team had
no answer to their slick moving
northern opponents going down
5-0. This weekend the Dalmally
side face another tough game
when they play host to Fort
William.

FORT WILLIAM travel to
Dalmally in the Marine Harvest
National Division having played
just two league games so far all
season.

The Fort won both - but co-

his side have a lot of ground to
make up and have to maintain
their winning form.

‘We can’t get any momentum
in the league at the moment
because we have had games
postponed for various reasons
- so it will be good to get a run
going in better weather over the
summer months,’ he said.

‘We are going to have to
change our game plan against
Glenorchy to take account of

bumpy.’
The Fort will be boosted be

the return of Niall MacPhee
from suspension, while Chris
Bamber and Gary Innes are
both available again.

However, Jack Fraser is a
likely absentee after injuring
a knee in training and Calum
Shepherd is struggling with a
hamstring pull.

KILMALLIE welcome bottom
club Bute to Canal Parks in the
Marine Harvest National Divi-
sion knowing nothing less than
a win will do to maintain their
promotion challenge.

Five teams remain in conten-
tion and the Caol men were
disappointed last weekend when
their match against Caberfeidh
had to be abandoned after 65
minutes when they were leading
1-0.

Manger Duncan Kelly should
have a full squad available for
the game as both Martin Stew-
art and Allan MacDonald have
recovered from injuries and
played last weekend.

Kelly said: ‘If we can get a full
team out, there is no reason why
we should not be able to win the
game.

‘It was a shame the game with
Caberfeidh was called off but
we have no complaints because
it was getting dangerous.’

BUTE travelled to Aberdour last
weekend to take on Aberdour in

Scotland plate. The game ended
in a 2-2 draw after 90 minutes
with John MacCallum scoring
both goals for the islanders.
However, they lost the penalty
shoot-out 3-2. This Saturday
they face a tough trip to take on
Kilmallie.

OBAN CAMANACHD
were on AJG Parcels Celtic

last weekend at the Winterton
where they took on Inveraray.
The Royal Burgh side scored
two goals in as many minutes
through Neil Campbell then
Camanachd missed a penalty
before Iain MacMillan pulled a
goal back for the red and blacks
but Inveraray held on to win an

weather conditions by the odd
goal in three. Camanachd have

South Division One
TAYNUILT travel to table-
topping Kyles Athletic this
week, and will be encouraged,
after a hard fought victory over
Kilmory last Saturday.

The home team opened the
scoring after 20 minutes,
through David Graham, but
after that set-back Kilmory
dominated the rest of the half,
and were unlucky to be behind
at half time.

Taynuilt were awarded a
penalty early in the second half,
but Graham’s effort was saved
by the Kilmory keeper.

Graham made amends after 65
minutes with his second goal to
make the score 2-0 to the home
team.

Kilmory pulled a goal back
through Calum MacKinven
and this set up a nervous last 15
minutes for the home team.

The homesters were relieved

two valuable points.

team regulars this week, and
will have to be on top form if
they are going to take anything
out of the game against a strong
Kyles team

LOCHSIDE ROVERS trav-
elled to play Bute in the second
round of the Sutherland Cup
last weekend and although the
honours were even at 1-1 at the
end of a close game the Oban
team emerged 1-0 winners in
the penalty shoot-out. Jonathan
Will netted Lochside’s goal
after 26 minutes. This Saturday
Lochside play host to Aberdour.

OBAN CELTIC travelled to
Tighnabruaich to take on Kyles
Athletic but the green and
whites were no match for the
lethal Kyles’ strike force who
netted eight times without reply.
The Oban side will be hoping to
get back on track this weekend
when Kilmory are the visitors.

KILMORY 

league despite a series of
injuries threatening the team’s
performance.

The club’s Alister MacArthur
said a few wins against the
league’s younger and more

Kilmory’s league campaign
back on track.

He said he was convinced the
Lochgilphead side could glean
two points in tomorrow’s (Sat-
urday) tie against Oban Celtic.

He said: ‘Oban Celtic are a

-

will hold out. Celtic haven’t had
that many results and so we need
to use this as an opportunity to
kick start the season again.’

however be somewhat dimin-

injured.
Goalkeeper John Slaughter

in last weekend’s match against
Taynuilt. Just 12 minutes into
the match John suffered a seri-
ous cut below his eye when the
ball hit him.

Ewan Carmichael replaced

Kilmory struggled and con-
ceded two goals to the home
side, ultimately losing 2-1.

Kilmory’s game against
Celtic gets underway in Oban at
2.30pm.

North Division One
SKYE CAMANACHD line up
against Inverness for the second
time in a week hoping to repeat
their victory in the MacTavish

Laoch on Saturday.
A win would consolidate

Skye’s position at the top of
Marine Harvest North Division
and give the islanders a 100 per

Manager John MacLeod

through work commitments but
said he has plenty of cover in the
squad.

He said: ‘We are just at the
turning point in the league and
it is very important for us to
keep our winning streak going.
The fact that we have two games
in hand is a bonus.’

Skye had to dig deep for their
3-1 win last weekend in atro-
cious weather at Portree.

MacLeod said: ‘The boys stuck

in and played well in what were

North Division Two
GLENGARRY managed to
secure a 1-1 draw against Skye
Camanachd on Saturday, despite

Coach Ewen Cameron said:
‘We managed a draw which is

we had to travel without four
players. We ended up with a boy
of 12 playing for us. The early
start didn’t suit us at all because
a lot of our players work Satur-
day mornings. We were really
short so we were quite happy
with a draw.’

This weekend Glengarry will
take on Aberdeen Uni at home in
North Division Two but will be
without fullback Stuart Gregory
who is offshore which Cameron
describes as a ‘big loss’.

He added: ‘I don’t know what
-

deen have been getting good
results, most of their games
have been close so I think it will
be a hard game.

‘We played them last year
but the team changes so much
from year to year depending on
students coming and going so
I’m not sure what to think.’

Sutherland Cup 
quarter final draw

Balliemore Cup 
semi-final draw
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Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and fixtures

FOOTBALL
LAST week’s results: Wednes-
day - Kilbowie Union 1, Oban 
Saints 7. Saturday: Premier 
Division - Finnart 0, Oban 
Saints 1; Division 1A Tarbert 3, 
Rosehill Star 1.

Division - Oban Saints v 
Inverclyde; Premier Division 
Two - Lochgilphead Red Star 
v Goldenhill; Division 1A 
- Tarbert v Eaglesham ‘B’; 
Sunday - Tarbert v Rossvale.  

Weather
Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds moderate northerly
 Temperatures 7°C to 14ºC

Friday Cloudy
 Winds moderate north north easterly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 13ºC.

Weekend Sunny on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday

Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 9ºC to 11ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, May 22, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  05.56   1.3 12.05 2.9 18.19       1.3        **.**        *.*
Fri  00.58 3.2 07.09 1.3 13.42       2.9       19.33      1.3     
Sat  02.11 3.3 08.20 1.2 14.46       3.1       20.44      1.2
Sun  03.09 3.4 09.18 1.1      15.33      3.3       21.43      1.1
Mon  03.56 3.6 10.07 1.0 16.11 3.5        22.34      1.0
Tues       04.38      3.7  10.49 0.9 16.48       3.6       23.19      0.9
Wed  05.16   3.7 11.28 0.9 17.24       3.8         **.**        *.*
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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RUGBY

Ally signs on the 
dotted line

SATURDAY will see the Mull 
Rugby Club annual seven-a- 
side tournament take place.
Known as ‘The Most Sociable 

Sevens’ this year organisers are 
adding their event as a warm up 
to the ‘World’s Friendly Games’ 
for the Glasgow Commonwealth 
Games.

The order of the day is 11am 

the high noon kick off for the 
senior tournament.

include Mull, Oban Lorne, 
Highland, Lismore,  Lochaber, 
Coll and Bute. 

The might of Grangemouth 
takes on Mull, Lismore 
and Oban in the women’s 
competition

The popular island event will 
be followed by the Common-
wealth themed dance and disco.

Mull rugby sevens

FOOTBALL

LAST weekend’s results: 
Under 13s 2, Drumchapel 
United 6; Kilpatrick 2, Under 
14s 1. Goldenhill 4, Under 15s 
0; Under 15s 6, Antonine 3; 
Under 17s 4, Helensburgh 1. On 
target for Saints were Duggie 
MacLeod, Paul McFatridge, 
Innes MacColl and Jamie 
MacPherson. This weekend’s 

-
caple; Under 14s v Dumbarton 
United; Under 15s no game; 
Under 17s v Milngavie.  

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths
results and fixtures

Former Oban Saints 
Football Club youth player 

Ally McKerracher has agreed 
a new 12-month contract with 

Scottish Championship side 
Dumbarton. Ally, 17, who has 

been with Dumbarton since he 
was 13, signed his new deal at 
the club’s  Bet Butler Stadium 

on Saturday. 

Splashing time at Oban Lorne 
rugby sevens

Oban Lorne’s Calum MacLachlan hands off Sean Afton from 
Helensburgh during the tournament.

Lorne MacLachlan, Oban Lorne, makes a splash as he goes over 
for a try.

Andrew ‘Pads’ Johnstone ‘dives’ over for a try for Oban Fat Boys 
in the game against Helensburgh Oban Lorne’s Cameron Smith tries to break through the Helensburgh defence.

OBAN’S Susie Wolff is continu-
ing her race to make history by 
testing in Barcelona.

The Williams F1 test driver is 
hopeful she can soon write her 
name into the record books as 

the sport for 22 years.
Lined up

No female has been part of a 
race weekend in that time but 
Wolff is being lined up for a spot 
in practice for the British Grand 

While she is happy to be push-
ing the boundaries of the sport 
Wolff is in no mood to be a new 

Susie Wolff tests Williams 
F1 car in Barcelona

Susie Wolff behind the wheel of the Williams F1 car in Barcelona. Photo: Derek Turner

Emily Pankhurst.
‘I focus only on performance 

because once I put my helmet on 
it doesn’t matter what I look like. 
If I don’t perform I’m out,’ she 
said last month.

Crusade
‘I’m not on a crusade to prove 

women deserve to be here. I’m 
on a crusade for Susie Wolff. I 
just want to be the best racing 
driver I can be. If I can break 
down barriers as well and help 
people, I will.’

MOTOR RACING

Mull won the Oban Sevens title at a rain lashed Glencruitten last Saturday. The Mull squad are pictured with Jim Stevenson a former 
president of the SRU who presented the trophy and medals. Photos: Kevin McGlynn

DESPITE an awful day weather 
wise, Oban Hockey 7s was 
another very successful event.
This is only the second year of 

this competition and has grown 
enormously within a year. 
Oban welcomed seven travel-

ling teams to Glencruitten 2 on 
Saturday. The teams were placed 

between Stepps and last year’s 
winners Gremlins.

Gremlins at Glencruitten

a hard game Gremlins took the 
tournamant trophy with a 2-1 
win over Stepps. Oban Hockey 
club would like to thank all play-
ers and supporters for making 
the day what it was. They would 

to ORLFC for allowing the event 
to run alongside their longstand-
ing sevens.

HOCKEY

The Gremlins, winners of the Oban Hockey Club Sevens, pictured 
with Gordon Seaton who presented the shield and medals

GLENCRUITTEN hosted Oban 
Lorne’s annual Sevens Tourna-
ment on Saturday.

The heavy rain failed to 
dampen the spirits of the 12 
teams competing on the day.

Oban Lorne boasted their new 
all white 7’s kit for the event 
as they were placed in a group 
with the Oban Young boys and 
Helensburgh which they won 
with relative ease.

Local rivals Isle of Mull, which 
host their sevens this weekend, 

as did Glasgow Accies and Allan 

draw.
Mull defeated Glasgow Accies 

by a comfortable margin in the 

Lorne were disappointed to 
lose out to the impressive Allan 
Glens.

Roared on by a local home 
crowd Isle of Mull put in a 

to record an impressive 17-7 
win to lift the 2014 Oban Lorne 
Sevens.

this event since the mid 1990s.
Elsewhere in the competition 

Oban 2nds won the Bottle 
competition while Lenzie were 
victorious in the Plate.

 Oban Lorne are now looking 
forward to the Mull Sevens at 
Garmony this weekend.

The 2014 Oban Lorne club din-
ner will take place on Saturday 
May 31 in the clubhouse. 

Tickets are available from 
Darrell Williams and Tommy 
Sutherland at £25pp. 

Young Mull team lift the
trophy in impressive style

RUGBY
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A MOIDART shooter has received a 
£1,000 funding boost as he awaits news on 
whether he will shoot for Scotland at the 
Commonwealth Games.

John MacDonald, from Acharacle, was 
given £1,000 by Marine Harvest to help 
offset costs of travelling to and competing in 
top-ranking  events all over Europe.

MacDonald, 35, will hear if he has been 
chosen on June 12, after being put forward 
for selection by the Scottish Target Shooting 
Federation.

If picked, Mr MacDonald will compete in 
the Games’ Olympic trap clay pigeon event 
at Carnoustie.

Meantime, the marksman has been 
selected as one of only three shooters to 
represent Great Britain at the European 
Championships in Budapest next month.

Mr MacDonald told The Oban Times:
‘Over the last couple of years since this 

kicked off I’ve had some amazing support 
and I want to say a really big thank you to 
all of the people who have supported and 
sponsored me - because without it I wouldn’t 
be able to do this.’ 

After competing in the 2010 Commonwealth 
Games in Delhi, MacDonald feels he is more 
prepared this time. 

Experienced
He said: ‘I’m more experienced now 

knowing I’ve done it before. 
‘In Delhi I think there was a bit of 

inexperience involved but this time I’m more 

ever going to be.’
Alan Sutherland, managing director of 

Marine Harvest and a keen shooter, said: 
‘We wish him all the best and we’re very 
pleased to be able help. It’s great to see 
someone from Scotland doing this well and I 
hope he does well in the games.’

A PROMENADE along Loch 
Linnhe has been targeted as a 
way to improve Fort William 
by local residents and business 
owners. 

The idea of reducing the A82 
through the town to a single 
carriageway so the lanes nearest 
the water can be developed into 
a walkway featuring restaurants 
and cafes was popular among 
those at a regeneration workshop 
last week. 

Other proposals included 
improving links between the 
High Street and the waterfront, 

Aiming high: John MacDonald could soon be competing  
in the Commonwealth Games. Marine Harvest manag-

ing director Alan Sutherland wishes him all the best. 
20_f21macdonald01

A LOCHAILORT army veteran 
has been granted permission to 

Moidart men who lost their lives 
in the two world wars.

Work is expected to start 
on the stone cairn in the next 
fortnight and will be placed at 
the summit known as Bealach 
Carach, between Loch Moidart 
and Glenuig.

Donald Monro, 71, served in 

A LOCHABER civic leader has 
welcomed planned improve-
ments to a stretch of the A82 
near Spean Bridge after years of 
campaigning. 

Transport Scotland carried out 
an assessment of a notorious 
section between Fort William 
and Spean following a spate of 
accidents which saw four local 
men killed in separate crashes 
between last October and March 
this year.

The subsequent report identi-

ditches, better signs and improv-
ing the camber of the road. 

A lay-by on the southbound 
carriageway near Brackletter 
junction will also be removed. 

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council chairman John Fother-
ingham welcomed the news - but 
said the work should have been 
completed long before now.

He said: ‘Spean Bridge, Roy 
Bridge and Achnacarry Com-
munity Council welcomes the 
proposed road improvements on 
the A82 south of the village of 
Spean Bridge.

‘It is extremely sad that despite 
years of campaigning it appears 
to have taken the tragic deaths 
of four local residents for the 
responsible authorities to act. 

‘We earnestly hope that 
the proposals will be imple-
mented without delay, but we 
will continue to campaign for 
improvements in road safety in 
our area.’ 

Campaign group A82 Partner-
ship have also been demanding 
improvements  to the road. 

Chairman and Highland Coun-
cillor Brian Murphy said: ‘I’m 
happy to see that there is some 
work going to be carried out and 
hopefully it will make a differ-
ence. The public has been very 
concerned about that particular 
stretch of road and it’s good to 
see that their concerns are being 
addressed.’

A Transport Scotland spokes-
person said: ‘We have been 
working with Bear Scotland to 
improve safety on the A82 in-
cluding at Aonachan Crossroads, 
Brackletter. An assessment has 
recently been completed that 
has recommended a number of 
engineering improvements at 
this location.We will now work 
to include these recommenda-
tions in our road safety improve-
ments.’

Parents’ 
concern over 
Strontian 
school future

creating a pier and marina and 
developing the old police station 
site to link with the potential 
pier. 

The two-day event, arranged 
by Highland Council and run 
by consulting company CH2M 
Hill, invited interested parties to 
attend workshops to voice ideas 
to improve the town centre. 

Detailed proposals will be 
laid out in a full report to be 
published next month. 

Speaking at the end of the 
workshop, Lochaber area com-
mittee chairman councillor 

Thomas MacLennan said: ‘I 
would love to see us create some 
of these ideas. If we can get some 
kind of promenade on the loch it 
will bring the town together.’ 

But Fort William Community 
Council chairman Neil Clark 
remains unconvinced. He said: 
‘I’m really not sure what to make 
of the whole thing. 

‘The main thing seemed to 
be the promenade and reducing 
the stretch of the A82 but I have 
mixed views on that.  We have 
been campaigning for improve-
ments on the A82 for years and 

to now say we want to reduce it 
could send out mixed messages. 
Transport Scotland might not 
go for it either because it might 

somewhere else on the road. I’m 
just not sure about the practical-
ity of it.’ 

Mr Clark also echoed concerns 
from attendees about how the 
proposals will be paid for. 

Consultants at the workshop 
said sources for funding would 
depend on each project and 
further details will be available 
at a later date. 

Promenade would regenerate Fort William  

the Queen’s Own Highlanders 
and has been fundraising for the 
£5,000 needed since December 
last year. 

He said: ‘It’s very exciting 
that it’s going ahead and it will 

landowners have been very 
generous, as have all the other 
local people who have donated. 
The response has been very 
heartening.’

Mr Monro hopes the memorial 
will be complete by August, the 
centenary of the start of the First 
World War, and is planning a 
dedication for August 17, the day 

Moidart shooter’s delight at cash backing 
as he await games team selection news

Green light for village war memorial

A82 road 
upgrade
welcomed

HIGHLAND councillors were 
deciding yesterday (Wednesday) 
whether to back a recommenda-
tion to close the Strontian Pri-
mary School building and move 
pupils to what has been described 
by one concerned individual as 

nearby Ardnamurchan High 
School.

The education, children 
and adult services committee 
considered the proposal to 
place a mobile classroom and 

high school campus as well as 
converting part of the current 
nursery area into another 
classroom. The move would 
require further consultation 
before it can go ahead. 

But members of the parent 
council at Strontian are unhappy 
about the recommendation.

They say that during three 

since January 2013 they indicated 
a preference for the school to be 
upgraded or, better still, have a 
new building constructed for the 
38 pupils. 

Helen Tait of Strontian Primary 
School Parent Council said: 
‘A new school or a permanent 

facility is the preferred and long 
term goal of the parent council. 

‘We are concerned that 
Highland Council is basing its 
consultation on an option that is 
not supported by the majority of 
the parent body.

‘We trust that these concerns 
are listened to and that any 
suggested community solutions 
are considered as part of the 
consultation.

‘The parents also trust that 
Highland Council will be 
prepared to make alterations to 
the current options should cost 
effective solutions materialise as 
part of this process.’

She added: ‘Strontian Primary 
School parents look forward to 
their children receiving their 
schooling in a facility which is 
an attractive and well thought 
out long term addition to our 
community, and a healthy and 
happy place for our children to 
learn and thrive.

‘We are glad that we are 
talking about new facilities for 
the primary school which has 

or poor for many years. We 
hope this consultation process 
will produce a facility with 
long term vision in accordance 
with the Scottish Government 
vision ‘Building Better Schools: 
Investing in Scotland’s Future’. 

Another Strontian resident, 
who asked not to be named, 
said: ‘What they are suggesting 

Portakabin. 
‘If nearby schools can have 

brand new, fabulous, buildings 
I don’t see why we are being 
fobbed off with this.’ 

A Highland spokesperson said 
on Tuesday night: ‘Extensive 
engagement has taken place 
with the school communities 
and the wider community in the 
area, including local members, 
in order to identify and agree the 
options of the future pre-school 
and primary provision within 
the Strontian Primary School 
catchment area. 

‘If approved at committee 
the statutory consultation 
will provide opportunity for 
consultees to suggest other 
options for future education 
provision that are not included 
within the proposal document.’

By EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

THE FIRST showpiece 
referendum debate in Lochaber 
resulted in a resounding win 
for the ‘Yes’ campaign at Fort 
William on Friday night.

The Rt Hon Charles Kennedy 
MP and Dave Thompson MSP 
were invited by NC Child 
Health and Social Care course 
students at West Highland 
College UHI - Fort William to 
give their thoughts on Scottish 
independence.

An audience of almost 100 
packed into the college cafeteria 
for a highly informative,  well-
mannered debate and question 
and answer session.

Mr Thompson said: ‘It is time 

Charlene Bell, 19, from Fort William, and her fellow students welcome Dave Thompson MSP and Charles Kennedy MP to West 
Highland College UHI for the debate. College principal Lydia Rohmer is pictured right. 20_f21debate04

for Scotland to stand on our own 
two feet, make our own decisions 
and make our own mistakes.

‘I truly believe that with 
independence Scotland would 
close the gap between the poorest, 
and the rich and powerful. 

‘We could have a much fairer 
society and a fairer spilt of the 
wealth of the country. We are 
not getting that in the UK at the 
moment and will not get it in 
future.’

Call
Speaking for Better Together, 

Mr Kennedy repeated his call for 
‘a more federal UK within a more 
federal Europe’ accompanied 
by a decentralisation of power 

‘within and across Scotland’. 
‘Under the majority SNP 
government we have seen 
an erosion of power towards 
Edinburgh,’ he said.

Future
Asked if he would consider 

standing for election to the 
Scottish parliament in the event 
of a ‘yes’ vote, Mr Kennedy said 

future lay within the United 
Kingdom. But he added: ‘If such 
circumstances arose I would not 
rule it out.’

At the end of the evening, 
an informal poll of how 
those attending might vote in 
September found 63 in favour of 

independence, 25 against, with 
two abstentions.  On behalf of the 
students, 19 year-old Charlene 
Bell, from Fort William, said: ‘As 

we wanted more information to 
help us make the right decision 
in September.

‘It’s a once in a lifetime 
opportunity and we wanted to 
be well informed.

‘As part of our course, we also 
needed to organise an event 
involving the public - this seemed 
like a good way to achieve both 
aims.

‘We are very grateful to both 
speakers for giving up their time 
for us in this way.’

‘Yes’ wins debate in Fort William
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A MINISTER from the Isle of Lewis was 
killed by a car as he left the Church of 
Scotland’s General Assembly in Edinburgh 
on Monday.

The Rev Tom Sinclair, aged 76, who was 
a commissioner at the General Assembly 
this week, was on Waverley Bridge walking 
across the entrance road to Waverley station, 
when the accident happened.

Mr Sinclair was still serving as Presbytery 
Clerk on the Isle of Lewis, and had been 
the parish minister at Martin’s Memorial, 
Stornoway for some 30 years.

Waverley Bridge was closed for several 
hours as police investigated the fatal crash, 
which happened just after 5pm. 

The Moderator of the General Assembly, 
the Rt Rev John Chalmers remembered Mr 

Sinclair and his family in prayers at the start 
of proceedings on Tuesday and assured the 
family that the prayers of the whole church 
would continue to be with them. 

He said: ‘The news of Tom’s death in such 
tragic circumstances came as a terrible 
shock to the General Assembly. 

‘Tom Sinclair loved the Church of Scotland 
and loved General Assembly. We mourn his 
loss and we commend his wife and family to 
the care of the community of faith and to the 
grace of God. Tom’s death is a painful trag-
edy for his wife and family and will come as 
a real blow to the Presbytery of Lewis which 
he was still serving as Presbytery Clerk.’

Mr Sinclair, originally from Glasgow, is 
survived by his wife Pam and a son Jonathan, 
43, who lives in Edinburgh.

A BRIDGE over Loch Linnhe 
is the best solution to ending 
the row over ‘unsustainable’ 
Corran Ferry fares, according to 
a Highland councillor. 

West Lochaber residents 
were left outraged on April 1 
after ticket prices went up on the 
Highland Council-owned ferry 
for the third time this year.

The council imposed the 

reduce a £170,000 gap between 
income and the cost of running 
the service across the Corran 
Narrows.

But at a community services 
committee meeting last week, 
councillors backed a report rec-
ommending that prices would be 
frozen until November, when the 
committee will discuss a further 
study on the impact on commu-
nities of higher fare levels. 

Fort William and Ardnamur-
chan councillor Brian Murphy 
said: ‘I welcome this report and 
decision to defer any decision 
because the communities of the 
Ardnamurchan and Morvern 
peninsulas have been hit par-
ticularly hard over the last year 
with the increases. 

‘The ferry at the moment is not 
sustainable for us as a council 
but it’s not sustainable to keep 
going back to the community 
again and again and increasing 
fares. The most cost-effective 

THE RE-OPENING of a Small 
Isles school has been heralded 
as a crucial step in the com-
munity’s growth by a Highland 
councillor. 

There have been no children of 
primary education age living on 
Canna since 2011 but as a new 
family has recently moved to the 
Hebridean island, Canna Pri-
mary School opened on Monday 
to three of the four children.

The Guthrie youngsters have 
been home-schooled since their 
arrival last month, bringing the 
population to 19, but a relief 
teacher has now been provided 

-
manently.

Councillor Allan Henderson 
said: ‘I recently visited Canna 
with MSP Dave Thompson 
and Robert Muir and meeting 
with the community it became 
clear that for the community to 
progress and grow the school 
needed to be reopened. 

‘I’m delighted that the Guthrie 
family can enjoy being full-time 
members of the community and 
I hope it will encourage more 

HISTORY enthusiasts gathered in the West 
Highland Museum on Sunday for the launch 
of a book about a doctor executed for his role 
in the Jacobite Rising. 

The biography ‘Doctor Archie - The Life 
and Times of Doctor Archibald Cameron’  by 
Lady Mary McGrigor details the life of the 
physician, who began his career in Strontian 
before he was drawn into the Jacobite rebellion 
in 1745. 

The event included a talk by West Highland 
Museum member Sonja Cameron-Jacks, who 
previously wrote a similar book - ‘The Last 
Jacobite Martyr’. 

Lady McGrigor said: ‘There was an awful lot 
of people there and I was very touched to see 
so many. It’s great to see so much interest in 

‘I would like to thank Reverend Richard 
Burkitt and his publishing company and char-
ity For The Right Reasons for publishing this 
book.’ 

Copies of both books are available from the 
West Highland Museum.

A WET and windy evening could not put 
a dampener on Fort William RC Primary 
School’s annual fete as £800 was raised 
for trips and equipment.  

The sudden downpour on Friday 
evening meant the bouncy castle had to 
be moved inside but adventurous children 
braved the rain to try out a climbing wall 
in the playground. 

Lochaber Pipe Band kept visitors 
entertained, with three new musicians 

painting and sponge throwing were 
all well received and home baking, tea 
and coffee and a barbecue - under a 
large umbrella - provided sustenance in 
between activities.

ISLE OF Skye residents are 
being invited to become 
voluntary wardens to help 
protect vulnerable fossil sites 
from reckless collectors.

At a public meeting in Portree 
on Tuesday night, moves to set 
up a system to rescue, record 
and safeguard important fossils 
found on the island’s beaches got 
underway.

The meeting, involving 
Scottish Natural Heritage 

A PEDESTRIAN and cycle 

opened on Saturday. 
The new section of the orbital 

path runs from the village to 
the Clachaig Inn along the 
Old Glencoe road and was 
set up by Glencoe and Glen 
Etive Community Company 
(GGECC). 

RAILWAYS could be the future 
of potential economic growth 
for  the west Highlands, and a 
meeting in Fort William will 
pave the way for organisations 
and businesses to take the lead.

Community Rail Partnership 
(CRP) between Mallaig and 
Crianlarich, called Lochaber 
CPR, will be held as a drop-in 
session in the Alexandra Hotel, 
Fort William on Monday May 
26 from 2pm until 5pm.

Members of the public are 
invited to the session which 
aims to explain the community 

By EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Bridge over 
Loch Linnhe 
the answer to 
ferry fare row 
Councillor claims fixed link is best solution

way to do it is build a bridge.’
Councillor Murphy understood 

the council could not afford to 

money could be available from 
Europe or through renewable 
energy schemes. 

Head of roads and transport 
Richard Evans said it was ‘not 
sustainable’ for the ferry to 
continue making losses.

He vowed the impact assess-
ment would go to community 
councils for comment. 

‘We will be following up with 
community councils to make 
sure they have every opportu-
nity to say what they want about 

the report,’ he said. Committee 
chairman Graham Mackenzie 
said he hoped to brief Scottish 
transport minister Keith Brown 
on the issue this week.

Campaign group FC Corran 
(Free Crossing for Corran) 
wants fares abolished and insists 
the fares’ freeze does not go far 
enough. 

Chairman Tony Boyd, who 
also chairs Ardgour Community 
Council, said: ‘Today’s deferral 
of debate on the future of the 
Corran crossing will give the 
peninsulas the time and oppor-
tunity to paint the true picture 
of life for communities and 
businesses on this side of the 
water – families leaving, young 
workers having to give up good 
jobs and businesses crippled by 
the ferry fares. 

‘I guess delay only means they 
were planning another increase 
which is ridiculous because 
that would bring it to four in 18 
months; when is it going to end? 

‘It’s likely to take 10 or 15 years 
before work on building a bridge 
could even start by the time they 

get all the planning underway. 
How much would the fare rise in 
the meantime? 

‘It’ll soon get to the stage when 
it’s £10 each way. It’s not that far 
away just now at almost £8 each 
way.’

FC Corran chairman Tony 
Boyd: fares freeze not enough. 

20_f21ferry06

A MODERN Gaelic understand-
ing of history, heritage and land-
scape will begin in Skye thanks 
to an arts residency programme.

Four artists in residence were 
announced on Tuesday and will 
be joining the team at Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig (SMO), the island’s 
Gaelic college. Over the next 
12 months Skye musician Blair 
Douglas and Kenneth Lindsay, 
from Oban will focus on music 
and writing respectively. Artists 

Historian and author Dr Jim Hunter opens the latest section of the Glencoe orbital track on 
Saturday. 20_f21glencoe01

The track was opened by 
historian and author Dr Jim 
Hunter. 

GGECC chairman Dave Smith 
said: ‘The community company 
would like to thank Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise which 
fully funded the cost of 
constructing this 2.5km of track. 
Also thanks should be given to 

project manager Claire Thomson 
and Fion Construction for their 
efforts in building the track on 
time whilst battling atrocious 
weather conditions.’

He added: ‘The track is being 
well used and is proving to be 
very popular with both visitors 
and walkers and cyclists from 
the local community.’

(SNH), Highland Council, 
National Museums Scotland and 
The Hunterian Museum, also 
called Skye’s fossil heritage to 
be promoted to boost the island’s 
tourism industry.

SNH geologist Dr Colin 
MacFadyen said: ‘Skye and 
Raasay have a fantastic fossil 
heritage, and kids and amateur 
fossil hunters should be 
encouraged to collect. 

‘But at the same time 

something has to be done about 
irresponsible collecting and to 
reduce examples where people 
for whatever reasons damage 
fossil localities and important 
fossils. 

‘This is where the local 
community can get involved 
and help secure their threatened 
natural heritage. Local action 

are rescued, recorded and saved 
for the nation.’

Skye is known as the ‘dinosaur 
isle’ because of its rich fossil 
sites but some are still being 
damaged by irresponsible fossil 
hunters in breach of Scotland’s 
Fossil Code.

Dr Neil Clark of the Hunterian 
Museum at the University of 
Glasgow added: ‘Skye has 
internationally important fossils 
including the very rare dinosaur 
remains which have only been 
found there since 1982. 

‘Skye is the only place in 
Scotland from which dinosaurs 
have been found and has more 
than 10 per cent of the world’s 
middle-Jurassic dinosaur species 
and more than 15 per cent of the 
middle-Jurassic dinosaur sites. 

‘It is important that we look 
after and properly document 
these rare and globally 

future generations to study and 
enjoy.’

families to seek residence on 
Canna. 

‘I must also thank Highland 
Council for its speed in appoint-
ing relief staff to the school.’

Norma Young, Highland 
Council’s senior education of-

Lochaber said: ‘We are really 
pleased that we have been able 
to open the school again and 
secure staff to accommodate the 
new family.’

Canna is owned by National 
Trust for Scotland and residents 
are now appealing to the trust to 
give up a small area of land for a 
community hall

Councillor Henderson said: 
‘A small community can only 
move so fast but I think Canna 
has been progressing a lot faster 
recently than similar communi-
ties on the mainland.

‘The next step is a com-
munity centre as it would be 
a vital facility not just for the 
community but for tourism as it 
could provide showers and other 
facilities for people coming in 
with boats.’

rail philosophy and detail the 
proposals for the Lochaber CRP. 

The same day, from 5.30pm a 
public meeting will be held in 
the Council Chamber, Lochaber 
House, Fort William

The meeting will be hosted by 
Lochaber Transport Forum and 
has been convened to further 
discuss community rail partner-

the proposed Lochaber CRP.
The aim of the meeting is to 

identify members of the com-
munity who would be willing 
to join a partnership steering 
group. 

Islanders urged to take up roles as fossil site wardens

School re-opening 
breathes new life 
into Small Isles

Railways the way forward

Dr Kirsten Norrie and Murray 
Robertson will also complete a 
six-month residency at the col-
lege. Blair Douglas, a founder 
member of Runrig, said ‘This 
is a unique opportunity for me 
- not just to create a major piece 
of new work but to be artistically 
and creatively involved with the 
students at the college.’

The residencies are funded 
as part of Creative Scotland’s 
Creative Futures programme.

Skye artists in residence

Sonja Cameron-Jacks, left, and Mary McGrigor 
presented their findings on a Jacobite martyr. 

20_f21book01

New book on Jacobite martyr

Isle of Lewis minister dies 
in Edinburgh accident

Left: Lochaber Pipe Band introduced 
three new musicians, front from left, Layla 

Norville, Jack Davenport and Jamie-Lee 
Laverty, at their performance in Fort 
William RC Primary School. 20_f21fete01

Fun for all at Fort 
school’s annual fete

BUSINESS TRAINING COURSES
>Book-keeping/VAT and PAYE* £100, 4th June - Kilchoan

>Personal Licence Refresher* £90, 25th June (1/2 day) - Kilchoan

>RYA courses: VHF Radio*, Powerboat Level 2 and Advanced*, 
Day Skipper Theory and Yacht Master Theory*, dates tbc - Mallaig

>Three day First Aid* £225, 16th-18th June - Fort William

>One day First Aid* £80, 27th June - Fort William

                           

                                 

Contact BEST on 01397 874874
www.whc.uhi.ac.uk
West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193)

* Courses are 
ILA eligible
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IT IS initially a comical tale 
of mistaken identity, injured 
volunteers and a safe that turned 
out to be anything but.

Yet as Appin Community Co-
op marks its 30th anniversary this 
month, it is clear the enterprise 
is a now serious player in the 
development and sustainability 
of the Lorn village. 

The co-operative, in Port 
Appin, runs the shop under the 
Provident and Friendly Society 
rules and last June re-acquired 
the craft shop next door. It has 
also established the Appin 
Charitable Trust, which has 
made contributions to a series of 
major community projects.

Appin of the early 1980s, in an 
environment of low employment, 
feared it would lose its village 
shop when the owners, Mr and 
Mrs Whitelegg, put the premises 
up for sale.

So a steering group, which 
included the village doctor Iain 
McNicol, set about raising money 
to buy it for the community.

A share issue with more than 
200 shareholders was matched 
by Highlands and Islands 
Development Board, giving 
enough money buy the shop.

‘There was always a village 
shop there but it went up for sale 
in 1980 and there was a fear it 
would just lie empty,’ explained 
Dr McNicol, who is now retired 
but still resident in Port Appin. 
‘There was big unemployment 
in Appin in the early 1980s, 
especially in the winter when the 
hotels closed.’

Transformation
On the May weekend of 1984 

the committee took over the 
shop and closed its doors at 
lunchtime on the Friday (May 
4). Over the following 72 hours 
an amazing transformation 
occurred as villagers - an 
average of 24 people at any given 
time - worked round the clock to 

‘That was an amazing 
weekend,’ said Dr McNicol, 
who is now chairman of the 
co-operative. ‘People were just 
coming in and out, giving what 
time they had to help and I saw 
to my share of injuries!

Amanda MacNeill works in the Appin Craft Shop, which the Appin 
Community Co-op bought back from a private owner last June. 

16_t19appin03

Some of the Appin Community Co-operative stalwarts, from left: chairman Iain McNicol, secretary Ronnie Laing, ex-treasurer Nigel 
Bruce and David Craig, former chairman of the Appin Charitable Trust. 16_t19appin01

Appin Community Co-op staff James Thomson and Allison 
Gourlay. 16_t19appin02

Early mishaps forgotten as Appin 
community co-op marks 30 years

‘I remember Mrs Gay 
Stevenson Hamilton turned 
up every four hours with a big 
hamper of food for people.

a mini estate car at the time, 
took the milk and papers every 
morning and served people from 
the back of the car.

‘He needed the safe to keep 
the money, so we struggled out 
to the car with this massive safe 
and went back into the shop to 

The safe had no bottom to it!’

a huge success but there was one 
problem the steering committee 
could do nothing about - the 
order from the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society (CWS) had 
failed to arrive.

However, the new owners of the 
village store did not have long to 
wait for their order following a 

serendipitous incident the same 
day.

who was leaving to go on holiday 
as he heard about the failed 
delivery, said he would ‘pop in’ 
to the CWS headquarters on his 
way.

‘Alan arrived unannounced 
and asked to speak to someone 
in charge, introducing himself 

said Dr McNicol.
‘At that time Argyll Foods was 

involved in a major takeover 
deal and the message was passed 
to the top brass at CWS that a Mr 

had demanded to see them. 
‘Alan walked straight in to 

see the director but, rather than 
correct the error, he simply 
asked why the order to Appin 
had been missed and what was 
going to be done about it. CWS 

sent a horsebox lorry with our 
order that day.’

From these early mishaps the 
Appin Community Co-operative 
stabilised the business using the 
wealth of expertise and talents 
within the community, such as 
businessmen, teachers and land 
managers. 

Former treasurer and auditor 
Nigel Bruce is a retired 
accountant and secretary Ronnie 
Laing is a retired lawyer.

Grants
The successful business drew 

inevitable requests for grants 
and donations from the local 
populace and in 1991 the Appin 
Charitable Trust was formed.

the trust, which is made up of 

two representatives from the Co-
operative and two people from 
the community. This group has 

discretion over how the money 

grant - new chairs for Appin 
Village Hall - the trust has paid 

Village Hall and contributed to 
the refurbishment of the Jubilee 
Bridge, the community car park, 
and the Bealach na Mara housing 
development.

The housing development 
was built on land that the late 
Colin Wallace had sold to the 
community at half price.

‘The co-operative bought the 
land at noon on a Friday and at 
12.01pm we sold half of it to Lorn 
and Mull Housing Association,’ 
said Dr McNicol. ‘We kept the 
other half to create the play area 
and we also paid for the planning 
permission, which allowed the 
housing association to apply for 
government funding.’

As the community trust fund 

develops, it has also created the 
Appin Medical Fund, which 
supports the local surgery, and 
a 100 Club provides funding for 
sports and leisure projects in the 
village, such as maintenance of 
the Jubilee Bridge and the all-
weather sports pitch at Strath of 
Appin Primary School - another 

Charitable Trust funding.
But as it greets its 30th 

anniversary, the co-operative is 
becoming increasingly aware of 
a modern-day threat to its ideals 
- the age of home delivery.

‘People are more likely to 

go into the community but 
there is increasing competition 
from the supermarkets,’ said Dr 
McNicol.

Delivery
‘Until a year ago Tesco would 

not deliver to Appin but now 
they have even reduced the price 
of the delivery here.’

In response, the co-operative, 
which already provides free 
deliveries for the elderly and 

a tool that would be seen as 
mandatory by most modern-day 
businesses but has not previously 
been required by the community 
store.

The website, say co-operative 
members, aims to show the 
variety of products on sale at the 
shop as well as wider information 
on the local area.

‘I have travelled all over the 
place to talk about community 
enterprise in rural areas and I 

If you have one businessman in 
your community who has lots 
of money and runs the shop 
extremely well, then that’s your 
best option. 

‘But that person needs to have 
around £250,000 to buy a house, 
£250,000 to buy a shop and 
be prepared to make minimal 

‘The advantage of a community 
enterprise is if it goes wrong, 
then the whole community has 
made that decision, but if it goes 
right, the whole community 

Energy firm
pulls plug on
Islay mast plan
ISLAY opponents to a meteoro-
logical mast on the Isle of Orsay 
off Portnahaven are celebrating 
after Scottish and Southern 
Energy has said it will not being 
going ahead with it.

The mast had received plan-
ning permission in September 
last year and was part of plans to 
develop a 690MW offshore wind 
farm off the coast of Islay.

But when SSE announced in 
March this year that it was shelv-
ing its Islay offshore plans for the 

was sought over the meaning 
of ‘foreseeable future’ and the 
construction of the met mast.

Stuart Graham of Power4Islay, 
the island’s energy group, said 
the decision not to build the mast 
was a relief but not a surprise 
given the decision made by SSE 
in March.

‘‘In the foreseeable future’ 

conditions change rapidly, it will 
not be built in the next two-three 
years,’ he said. ‘There is relief 
in the area that the wonderful 
landscape and environment will 
not be harmed and the possible 
adverse effects on tourism will 
not happen.’

SSE said the mast would not 
be constructed this summer 
as originally planned and an 
application for the offshore 
element would not be submitted 
this year. 

‘I am not in a position to 
comment on when this situation 
might be reviewed,’ added the 
spokeswoman.

No sign of loch 
clean-up
SIGNS of a tidy-up on the 
shores Loch Etive and Loch 
Creran are still being sought by 
an action group.

After last week’s story in 
The Oban Times, Muckairn 

been appointed as contractors to 
carry out work on the loch. 

The cost of the work will 
be recovered from a previous 
tenant.

 Onshore work by a different 
contractor started last week at 
Loch Creran, near Appin.

Crown Estates is considering 
working with community 
groups to clean various areas 
around the lochs.

Andy MacArthur from action 
group Loch Etive Shores of 

surface.’

A FAMOUS 150-year-old Mull 
hotel is due to temporarily close 
today as a bitter row over its 
ownership reaches a climax.

The Mishnish pub on Tober-
mory’s waterfront will shut its 
doors so new owners can take 
vacant possession of the hotel, 
bar and restaurant in early June.

‘The Mish’ has been the centre 
of various stories over the years 
- not least its yellow-painted 
frontage. 

But the latest legal battle for the 
building may see the MacLeod 
family lose its generations-old 
control of the hotel. 

The business was handed to a 
trustee in bankruptcy last May 

after Robert MacLeod, aged 62, 

to own the hotel, was declared 
bankrupt. The trustee then 
handed control of the business to 
members of Robert’s family. 

Now two companies, Mishnish 
Enterprises Ltd and Mishnish 

of the business.
The hotel will require to close 

in order for the appointed trustee 
to give vacant possession to the 
new owner.

Hotel manager AJ MacLeod, 
Robert MacLeod’s son, released 
a press statement saying staff 
and pets - including a 17-year-old 
pub cat - were due to be evicted 

from the premises in order to 
give vacant possession.

loves McGinty [the cat], espe-
cially our younger guests and we 
are not sure where he or some of 
the staff will live.  

‘It seems crazy to close the ho-
tel for a few weeks during a very 
busy time while we conclude the 
transaction.  

‘We have many guests booked 
in who will have their holidays 
cancelled, especially over the 
May holiday weekend. 

‘The trustee’s decision to close 
is bad for Tobermory and our 
business but most of all, bad for 
McGinty’s owners’.

It is understood that as The 
Oban Times  went to press the 
management company run by 
Robert MacLeod’s family was 
due to vacate the premises.

Meg and Les MacLeod - no 
relation to Robert Macleod - of 
Mishnish Enterprises Ltd, previ-
ously ran the hotel side of the 
business before they were forced 
to close in 2013.

-
chase the Mishnish Hotel has 
been accepted by the trustee 
with an entry date of  June 6.

‘However, there is a pre-emp-
tion on the title of the hotel 
which means that our offer and 
conditions can be matched 

by Robert Macleod’s sister or 
brothers. They have approxi-
mately two weeks left to match 
our offer so we will not actually 
know if we are going to be the 
new owners until just before we 
are to purchase. We are very 
keen for a conclusion as it has 

was unable to give us vacant 
possession last month our con-
tract to purchase came to an end 
so we had to resubmit our offer, 
hence the new entry date.’ 

AJ MacLeod, the sixth gen-
eration of the MacLeod family, 

the trustee.’

PARENTS and children are 
threatening to boycott a train 
service amid claims that the local 
authority changed their children’s 
transport  arrangements ‘without 
consultation’.

One parent has said he will ‘lie 
down on the track if this lunacy 
goes ahead’.

Last June Argyll and Bute 
Council voted unanimously 
to move children from bus to 
train from Dalmally, Taynuilt 
and Connel. It is only since that 
decision that parents say there 
has been consultation. 

Plans will see children either 
take a ‘sweeper’ bus or walk 
from their homes to the nearest 
train station. When the train 
arrives in Oban more than 120 
children will walk from the 
station to the school.

The new service, parents say, 
will add 45 minutes, or more, onto 
the children’s day - something 
they say is unacceptable.

Dalmally parent Susan 
McLaughlin has questioned 

of the service after her own 
investigations showed that 
transport costs would rise from 
£44,000 to £52,000.

Mrs McLaughlin, a nurse, 

my decisions are made based 
on ethical principles. I assumed 
until quite recently that our 
council used similar ethics in 
their decision making processes 
concerning their constituents’ 
needs, that communities would 
be consulted on matters affecting 
them and treated in a fair 
manner with any agreed changes 

people live in. I am not so naive 
now.  The way that Argyll and 
Bute Council has completely 
disregarded our views is nothing 
short of contemptible.’

Carragh Scott, of Taynuilt, 

what is going, or indeed asked 
their opinion.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokeswoman said the council 
had made similar transport 
arrangements for pupils in 
Helensburgh for many years and 
it had worked well.

parents and local community 
councils to discuss rail travel 
to school and any issues raised 
directly with us have been 
addressed. 

‘We have also sought the views 
of pupils who will be using the 
service and ensured that they 
had the opportunity to ask any 
questions. 

‘Information sheets have been 
provided and the feedback from 
the vast majority of students has 
been positive. Using the train 
service opens up opportunities 
for after-school and weekend 
employment.

‘There are a number of safe 
walking routes which are already 

number of pupils making their 
way to and from school and 
around the town centre.’ 

to parents, stated ‘... commitment 
was given to ScotRail that 
approximately 120 pupils each 
day would be travelling on this 
enhanced service.’ 

However, in a letter to Michael 
Russell MSP dated April 2014, 
transport minister Keith Brown 
was unaware of any such 
commitment.

service for Oban, page nine.

Parents and children from Dalmally, Loch Awe and Taynuilt gathered on Saturday morning on Dalmally Station to protest about the local authority’s ‘lack of 
consultation’ in pushing through taking pupils to school by train. 30_t21trainprotest2

Boycott threat as protest grows 
over pupil train transport plan

Parents claim council 
has switched to rail 
‘without consultation’   

Doors to close on famous Mull hotel 
as legal battle rages over ownership

NEWSDESK
01397 703003
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A GROUP of Gaelic language 
learners travelled from 
Renfrewshire to visit Argyll 
and Bute Council’s Furan 
language centre in Oban – on 
a Gaelic guided tour.

The 26 learners had a tour 
of the learning centre and met 
local Gaelic speakers at the 
centre’s conversation group.

The visitors, Clann Gaidhlig 
(children of Gaelic) were 
invited to visit after the Oban 
and Renfrewshire tutors got 

OBAN Community Play park fundaisers have been given 
£1,000 from West Highland Housing Association.

The voluntary group is raising a substantial amount of cash 
to build a modern play park near the town’s Atlantis Leisure 
Centre. 

on to work as a Hydrant Operative in 2006 worked at North 

COLIN Wilson, Royal 
National Lifeboat Instution 
volunteer, has been commend-
ed for his remarkable record in 
responding to incidents at sea.

Lorn Lines

Colin Wilson sporting his 500 Shouts t-shirt. 

John MacLean, second from right, is presented his long 
service trophy by Station Commander Martin Hill. 15_t21fire1

The Renfrewshire Gaelic learners outside Furan in Oban.

The Oban doctor has given 
25 years’ service and is a very 
experienced seaman. He was 
also given a t-shirt for this 
laudable accomplishment!

together and organised the tour. 
The Furan language centre has 
established regular learning 
workshops, sessions bringing 
together older people who speak 
Gaelic, a presence on the local 
radio and Gaelic Bookbug 
sessions for children throughout 
Argyll and Bute.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Gaelic Language Plan recog-
nises the importance of Gaelic 
and promotes the learning, use 
and study of the language.

Police called to 
Oban hospital
AN 18-YEAR-old has been 

after causing a disturbance at 
the Lorn and Islands Hospital 
in Oban.

Staff called police in the 
early hours of Saturday after 
an incident at the accident and 

said they did not tolerate 
any incidents of violence 
- particularly towards the 
emergency services.

POLICE were requested to 

Sunday lunchtime in Connel.
When they arrived on the 

scene a car had come off the 
road and collided with a sign 
for a licensed premises. Police 
are not taking the matter any 
further.

AN ALLEGED assault in the 
early hours of Sunday morning 
got one 26-year-old  partygoer 
into bother.

The incident happened in 
Oban town centre. The matter 
has been reported to the 

 man was 
arrested by police after an 
alleged assault last Saturday.
Police were called to a location 

with the incident. 
A report has been made to the 

AN ALLEGED assault in 
Taynuilt is being reported to 

arrested in the village following 
an incident on Saturday.

POLICE are looking for 
information or witnesses to a 
theft of a generator from a rural 
address in Kilchrenan between 

Oban CID would like 
information about any unusual 
vehicles or people in the area 
who may have seen something 
that may help solve the crime. 
Police can be contacted on 101. 
Ask for Oban CID.

sign is being investigated by 
Oban police.

Any information should be 

A GROUP campaigning for 
improved water safety on an 
Argyll loch has been given 
permission to buy a piece of land 
on the shoreline.

LochWatch Loch Awe reached 
agreement with landowners 
Forestry Commission Scotland 
(FCS) to buy the ground at 
Kinachreachan, near the t-

Inveraray, last Friday.
The land will now be purchased 

it raising the £5,000 asking 
price and producing a land 
management plan. 

The group proposes to work 
closely with the local community 
to get the best use for the land.

trustee of LochWatch, said: 

step in the process to establish a 
focal point for the charity and 
its aims of saving lives on Loch 
Awe.

‘The piece of land has a 
memorial on it to the four 

years ago - and we hope to use 
the memorial area to serve as 

LochWatch directors, left to right, David Adams McGilp, Murray Humphries, Iain MacKinnon and 
Louise Glen-Lee on the land at Loch Awe-side. Not pictured are directors Jamie McGrigor and 

Roddy McCuish. Photograph by Niamh Adams McGilp.

witness to the many people 
who have lost their lives on 
the loch over the years. The 
trustees of LochWatch are  
grateful to Forestry Commission 
Scotland for giving the charity 
the opportunity to create this 
facility, which may also in 
time make a huge difference to 
emergency services responding 
to an incident on the loch.’

He added: ‘We look forward to 
working with partner agencies 
to help save lives and to make 
activities on or near the water 
safer for everyone.’

FCS spokesperson Donald 

Commission Scotland is very 
pleased that the LochWatch 
community group was able to 
use the National Forest Land 
Scheme to gain approval to 
purchase the land. The site at 
Kinachreachan is well positioned 
for the intended purpose and we 
wish LochWatch every success 
in working with the emergency 

The group plans to raise 
the £5,000 through voluntary 
donations and an application to 
the Scottish Land Fund.

A NEW harvesting manager has been 

oversee timber extraction in the area.

now responsible for an area stretching from 
Inveraray to Campbeltown in the south and 
Glencoe in the north as well as the Isle of 

colleagues, include getting a pier in place 

transport of timber off the island.
Sawmill

Agreement has been reached that trees 

commercial species and native hardwoods 
- and planted less intensively.

constructing 16kms of forest roads to 

as a contracts supervisor in 2005, said: ‘A 
number of spruce forests were planted in 

were different. 
‘Now that commercial pressures have 

increased and there is a demand for home-

can unlock the potential of the woodland. 
‘We estimate that there could be around 

three quarters of a million tonnes of timber 
available to extract over a 10-year period. 

‘Once the older trees have been harvested, 

that will be ready to harvest.’
He added: ‘I feel very lucky to be working 

in the most beautiful part of Scotland and 
to have such an interesting and rewarding 

harvesting.’

trail along the coastline of Argyll 
- including shelters, access points 
to the sea, racks and car parking 
- is nearing completion.

The Argyll Coastal Waters 
initiative will see the 150km 
sea kayaking trail link Ganavan 
in Oban to Helensburgh, via 
Clachan Seil, Arduaine, the 
Crinan Canal, Tarbert and 
Toward Quay at Dunoon.

Access sites en route are now 

Loch safety group buys 
shoreline land for base

FREE school lunches will be provided throughout the 
area, despite some schools not having kitchens - or 
dinner ladies.

Concerns being raised by parents in primary schools 
such as Iona and Ulva are being addressed, says Argyll 
and Bute Council.

Free school meals are part of the Scottish Government’s 

pupils up to primary three. 
Argyll and Bute Council says it is working closely with  

Education Scotland and the Scottish Government.
The authority said: ‘This issue affects a number of 

Scottish local authorities and, like them, the council 
is working closely with Education Scotland and the 
Scottish Government to identify the best way forward. 

‘Any meals we provide will, as always, meet the 
required standards. 

‘Our work on quality school meals will continue. For 
example, earlier this year our primary school meals 
team was awarded the Soil Association Bronze Food for 

We will continue to build on the progress already 
made, aiming to achieve Silver standard.’

West Argyll harvesting manager Iain Moody checks the 
quality of the wood.  

Free school lunches 
will be on menu

New manager appointed to 
oversee timber extraction

board walkway at Crinan Bridge 

Rack shelters are in place at 
Bute Forest and Ganavan and one 
at Tarbert should be completed 
by the end of August. It is hoped 
work on the Helensburgh site 
will be complete by the end of 
the month.

Delivered by Argyll and Bute 
Council and Oban-based social 

aims to develop paddle sports 
with local clubs. 

An apprenticeship programme 
has also seen four apprentices 
placed with Argyll-based 
businesses – two with Stramash 
itself and two at the Lochgoilhead 
National Activity Centre. 

apprentice with Stramash, said: 
‘The apprenticeship has been 
providing me with personal 
development opportunities 

across a range of outdoor 
activities. 

‘The combination of experience 

allow me to successfully develop 
a career within the outdoor 
industry.’

Coastal Communities Fund, 
Argyll and the Isles LEADER 
programme and Argyll and 
Bute Council and costs around 
£300,000. 

Coastline kayak trail nears completion

Isle of Mull mourns 
death of boatman  
THE BODY of a boatman was 
found on Saturday morning 
after his only passenger 
alerted police that he had gone 
overboard.

was transporting his passenger 
to the island when the incident 
occurred. The man, who has not 
been named, managed to paddle 
the boat ashore from Loch 
Tuath before calling for help at 

Coastguard teams from 
Knock, Tobermory, Craignure 

Stornoway Coastguard’s 
search and rescue helicopter 

operation with Tobermory and 

farm and members of the public. 

northern shore of Ulva.
Tobermory coxswain Andrew 

very well respected gentleman 
will be a devastating blow to the 
local community on the west 

‘Our thoughts are with the 
families and friends of those 
involved at this very sad time.’

HIE backed 
liquidated firm 
with £3m 
FINAL accounts of 
pharmaceutical company 
Aquapharm, which went 
into liquidation last year, 
show it received £3 million 
from Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) over 10 years.

An HIE spokeswoman 
said: ‘Over the 10 years that 
HIE supported Aquapharm, 
the funding we contributed 
represents only a tiny 
percentage of HIE’s overall 
investment budget. Without 
public assistance the business 
would not have been established 
and the potential opportunities 
for the region would not have 
been explored. HIE’s role is to 
support ambitious businesses 
across the region that have the 

contribution to our economy. 
‘We are currently examining 

all the circumstances around 
the liquidation of Aquapharm 
and seeking to identify lessons 
which will help to guide our 
future decision making.’

HIE’s initial investment 
budget for 2014/15 is 

Groups pledge 
to Keep Scotland 
Beautiful
FOUR community groups from 
Argyll and Bute have signed up 
to Keep Scotland Beautiful’s 
2014 It’s Your Neighbourhood 
campaign.

Isle of Colonsay Community 
Garden, Key Housing Pickers, 
Taynuilt Community Council 
and Wildlife Watch Group 
– Innellen have all signed up.

The campaign sits at the heart 
of the Keep Scotland Beautiful 
work to make Scotland the 
cleanest country in Europe. 

Is public art a waste 
of time?
The Burrell family feud
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THE FIRST of six new, long-
awaited train services was 
welcomed into Oban Station 

- doubling the number of daily 
trains to and from the town.

Funded by ScotRail, the new 

include an early morning com-
muter train from Oban which 

and a 5.20am service to Oban 
arriving at 8.36am.

The other northbound new 

is an extra train at 2.41pm and 
-

edonian Sleeper at Crianlarich.
The train, driven by Stewart 

-
ducted by Gavin Bell, Oban, 
and overseen by Ian Campbell of  
Dalmally, arrived on time and 
was greeted by many of those 
who have campaigned for new 
services to Oban for a number 

Around 30 community and public organisation representatives and politicians gathered to 
welcome the first 5.10am from Glasgow to Oban on Monday. 15_t21newtrain02

think this is a fantastic new 
service, both in terms of tourism 
and for businesses in Oban,’ 

Dalmally.
‘I think it will be well used,’ 

‘You can see by the number of 
people who got off and who were 
waiting to get on it this morning 

that there is already considerable 

adding: ‘In this momentous year, 
including the Commonwealth 
Games and Homecoming, Oban 
is perfectly placed to take advan-
tage of a boom in tourism.’

Calum Ross, Visitscotland 
board member, Argyll hotelier 
and member of Oban Lorn Tour-
ism Association, said: ‘It is great 
to be able to increase connectiv-

ity which is very important not 

tourists but day visitors from all 
parts of the country.’

He said there was a drive to 
increase day visits to the area 
but the new services also meant 
there were more opportunities 

and get to Oban and beyond 
without driving. 

The Franchise Continuation 

Agreement between Scottish 

in 2013 paved the way for the 
doubling of the number of trains, 
assisted by a groundbreaking 
partnership between HITRANS, 
Argyll and Bute Council and 
First ScotRail.

represents Oban North and Lorn 
and is also a HITRANS board 
member, appealed to people 
to take advantage of the new 
services and use them as much 
as possible. 

‘The opportunities range from 
daily commuting into Oban 
from stations from Crianlarich 
to Connel Ferry to day trips to 
Glasgow for work, education 
and leisure,’ he said. ‘It will have 

the area, making Argyll a more 
attractive place in which to live, 
work, study and play.’

He said it was the start of Oban 
as a west coast transport hub 
include rail, ferry, bus and air 
travel.
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Returns from Fort 
William Golf Club

GOLF

Black and White 
Shield at Skye GC

GOLF

MacLean to 
stay on as Fort 
William boss

Duncan wins in 
week three

DARTS

FOOTBALL

ISLE OF Skye Golf Club 
returns: Wednesday May 
14, Black and White Shield. 
Category 1 (0-12) - 1 John 
Finlayson 81 (10) nett 71 (bih); 2 
Alasdair Grant 80 (9) 71; 3 Alex 
Munro 88 (10) 78.

Category 2 (13-28) - 1 Drew 
Millar 83 (16) 67; 2 Mike Mace 
83 (14) 69; 3 Dave MacVicar 87 
(17) 70 (bih); 4 John Marshall 
84 (14) 70.

Saturday May 17, Spring 
Scramble - 1 Ian Marr, Martin 
Bird, John Alan Macleod and 
John Marshall 57.6; 2 Shaun 
Escott, Ronnie Duncan, Eric 
Faulds and Mike Mace 59.0; 
3 Ian Lewis, Glyn Sanderson, 
Graeme Wilson and John 
Fenwick 62.0.

FORT WILLIAM boss Calum 
MacLean has vowed to make his 
team a force to be reckoned with 
in the Highland League next 
season after pledging his future 
to the club.

MacLean stepped in as 
caretaker manager after Danny 
Conlon quit last month and was 
so impressed by the commitment 
shown that he decided to take on 
the role for a second time.

James Annette will continue 
as assistant manager, Ally Muir 
from Muir of Ord will also be 
assistant while John Matheson 
remains as team coach. 

The Fort ended their campaign 
bottom of the league for the third 
year in a row after going down 
4-1 to Clachnacuddin at Claggan 
Park on Friday night - but Ma-
cLean saw enough to convince 
him to hang around.

FORT WILLIAM Golf Club 
returns:

Friday May 16, seniors’ back 
nine stableford - 1 Keith Sang-
ster 18pts; 2 Robert McCover 17 
pts; 3 Ian Livingston 14 pts.

Saturday May 17, Craig 
Paterson Trophy - 1 Frank 
Sweeney 81 (14) 67; 2 Ian 
Robertson 82 (14) 68; 3 John 
Ferguson 86 (15) 71.

John Rosie, president of the Rotary Club of Lochaber (left), is delighted to receive sponsorship from 
Marine Harvest. Pictured with Jane MacKay of Marine Harvest and Paul Brian, organiser 

of the Am-Am.

P6/7 PUPILS from Ballachulish, 
Duror, Glencoe, Kinlochleven, 
St Brides, Ardgour and Achara-
cle primary schools took part in 
their annual junior golf festival 
at the Dragon’s Tooth Golf Club, 
Ballachulish last Friday.

The event, organised by High 
Life Highland active schools 
co-ordinators, proved a great 
success as many children tried 

Workshops
Pupils took part in putting, 

chipping and pitching workshops 
led by volunteers from the club 
and local schools, together with 

THE MOUNTAIN bike fes-
tival ‘10 Under The Ben’ will 
celebrate its 10th anniversary 
next month when hundreds of 
riders from across Scotland and 
beyond take on testing forest 
trails in Leanachan Forest near 
Fort William.

The 10-hour event - now a ma-

bike event calendar - is run on 
an endurance format with par-
ticipants riding solo or in relay 
teams of two, three or four to see 
who can complete the most laps 
in a challenging 10 hours.

Recreational riders and elite 
off road racers will join weekend 
warriors in getting on their bikes 
to compete in a fun and relaxed 
environment. 

The circuit will incorporate 
sections of the Nevis Range UCI 
mountain bike and trials world 
championships cross-country 

IN WEEK three of the 
Tradewinds Singles League, 
Duncan Rogers defeated James 

John Matheson and Graham 
Irving.

Curly Cameron scored a 180 
and also had a 102 out shot. 
Quickest game of the night 
was a 16-dart leg by Duncan 
Carmichael.

Week four games will beheld 
tomorrow night at Tradewinds 
in Corpach. All welcome.

League standings:          Pts
1   James Whyte          30
2   Duncan Rogers          19
3   John Matheson           14
4   Duncan Carmichael      11
5= Alex MacInnes            9
5= Paul Shearer             9
5= John Woods            9
5= Graham Irving            9
9   Craig Howden             5
10= Bobby Watson             3
10= Kenny Fraser             3
12  David Fairgrieve            1

Staying on: Fort boss Calum MacLean, left, and team coach John Matheson. 20_f21calum01

He told The Oban Times: ‘I 

next season. I wanted to see 
what the response would be 
when I came in and I have been 
more than delighted.

‘We will get the young boys 
back for next season and bring 
other players in so we have a big-
ger pool and we don’t struggle 
for a squad when going away.

‘This team has great potential 
and the name of the game will 
not just be to keep off the bottom 
of the league but to climb up the 
table.’

He added: ‘It’s time we started 
to make our mark and show the 
quality we have here and I don’t 
see why we can’t do that.’

half saw both sides create 
chances with Willie Gemmell 
forcing a good save from John 
Campbell before Iain MacLellan 

Fort keeper Robin Harvey had 
to look sharp to deny Martin 
Laing and Kyle Whyte but was 
beaten on 36 minutes when 
Georgian hit-man Dachi Khut-
sishvili nodded home a Scott 
Graham delivery from the right.

The Fort defence were authors 
of their own downfall for the 
goal, thinking the ball was going 
out of play, but it hit the corner 

on the hesitation with the 
killer cross. Undeterred, the 
Fort looked sharp after the break 

Maclellan strike from an 18-yard 
effort just four minutes into the 
second-half.

The game swung from end to 
end as MacLean’s men looked 

for the victory required to end 
the season off the foot of the table 
- but it was the Lilywhites who 
grabbed the initiative through 
Lawrie on the hour mark.

Clach began to dominate pro-

ceedings, and deservedly went 
3-1 ahead when Khutsishvili 
found the net from the edge of 
the box on 77 minutes.

Scott Graham’s shot from 14 
yards on 86 minutes made it 4-1  

as a footnote to the game.
An upbeat MacLean said after 

the match: ‘It was disappointing 
but overall I thought they battled 
hard and I could not fault their 
commitment.’

‘I wanted to see what the response 
would be when I came in and I 
have been more than delighted’

Below: South and west Lochaber kids enjoyed their day at the 
Dragon’s Tooth golf course. 

a session on green upkeep and 
golf etiquette from greenkeeper 
David Lawrence.  

Ballachulish head teacher Sam 
Clark said: ‘Many thanks to all 
the volunteer workshop leaders 
and coaches who give up their 
time to give the children an op-
portunity to try their hand at a 
new sport.

‘Thanks also go to course 
owner Laurence Young for 
giving the pupils such a warm 
welcome to the golf course.’

JUNIOR GOLF

Junior golf festival at 
the Dragon’s Tooth

AN ANNUAL charity golf tournament in Fort 
William will go ahead for the 14th year thanks to  
sponsorship from Marine Harvest. 

The annual Am-Am competition run by the Ro-
tary Club of Lochaber will tee off this Saturday. 

Club president John Rosie said: ‘The club is 
delighted to renew our partnership with Marine 
Harvest. Last year they sponsored our highly 
successful Young Chef Competition and now they 
are generously supporting the prizes for our golf 
tournament.

‘The local golf club has always enthusiastically 
supported this event and we look forward to an-
other successful day on the 25th.’ 

Steve Bracken of Marine Harvest said: ‘As a 
major employer in Lochaber and the West High-
lands we welcome this opportunity to work with 
the local Rotary Club and we’re pleased to know 
that our sponsorship will generate such a good 
return in terms of income that will be used to 
support local charities and worthwhile causes.

‘Some of our staff will be competing in the 
tournament and we are happy to be associated 
with this long-established local event.’ 

To take part in the tournament contact Paul 
Brian on 01397 773101 for an entry form. 

GOLF

Rotary Club hold annual Am-Am

course in the shadow of the north 
face of Ben Nevis.

Whilst entries for 10 Under 
The Ben have closed, places are 
still available for the Enduro 
event the following day.

Organisers No Fuss Events 
report that entries for the June 
21 competition are at record 
levels with more than 1,100 
participants signed up so far.

Spokesperson David (Spook) 
Munro said: ‘As usual at a No 
Fuss event there will be the full 
spectrum of skill levels taking 
part from the elite to the have-
a-go types, all of whom will be 
very welcome.

‘All are bound to enjoy what 
promises to be a top event on 
some of the best trails available 
and entertainment.’

MOUNTAIN BIKING

Mountain bike
festival at Leanachan 
Forest next month

SATURDAY will see the Mull 
Rugby Club annual seven-a-side 
tournament take place.
Known as ‘The Most Sociable 

Sevens’ this year organisers are 
adding their event as a warm up 
to the ‘World’s Friendly Games’ 
for the Glasgow Commonwealth 
Games.

The order of the day is 11am 

Lochaber take part in Mull rugby sevens

the high noon kick off for the 
senior tournament.

include Mull, Oban Lorne, 
Highland, Lismore,  Lochaber, 
Coll and Bute. 

RUGBY SEVENS

Weather
Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds moderate northerly
 Temperatures 7°C to 14ºC

Friday Cloudy
 Winds moderate north north easterly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 13ºC.

Weekend Sunny on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday

Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 9ºC to 11ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, May 22, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  05.56   1.3 12.05 2.9 18.19       1.3        **.**        *.*
Fri  00.58 3.2 07.09 1.3 13.42       2.9       19.33      1.3     
Sat  02.11 3.3 08.20 1.2 14.46       3.1       20.44      1.2
Sun  03.09 3.4 09.18 1.1      15.33      3.3       21.43      1.1
Mon  03.56 3.6 10.07 1.0 16.11 3.5        22.34      1.0
Tues       04.38      3.7  10.49 0.9 16.48       3.6       23.19      0.9
Wed  05.16   3.7 11.28 0.9 17.24       3.8         **.**        *.*
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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