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A CRUISE ship which ran aground 
in Oban Bay on Monday evening is 
a regular visitor to Oban over the 
summer, according to operators.

Navigational bouy 
MS Serenissima, formnerly the 

MS Andrea and operated by Noble 

on a sandy bank around 6.30pm after 
approaching the bay on the wrong 
side of a navigational bouy.

None of the 112 people on board 

were injured during the incident 

incoming tide just before 1am.
Initial attempts had been made 

by Oban lifeboat to assist the ship 
by using the vessels engine power 
while pulling at the stern. An RNLI 
spokesman said: ‘Unfortunately the 
attempt was hampered by a strong 
wind blowing the ship towards the 
shore, and was unsuccessful.’

The 2632 tonne, 87-metre Serenis-

sima
Ledge during a rising tide with the 
assistance of the lifeboat.

The cruise ship was entering 
Oban’s north channel at the end of 
a 10-day cruise around the UK and 
Ireland. Divers inspected and passed 
the seaworthiness of the Serenissima
as The Oban Times went to press, 
and she was expected to leave on 
Tuesday evening on her next cruise.

Tim Cochrane, the cruise com-

pany’s commercial manager, said: 

cruise vessel on charter to them, MS 
Serenissima
early hours of Tuesday morning hav-
ing run aground in the approaches to 
Oban Harbour the previous evening.

‘The RNLI Oban lifeboat assisted 

at high water just after midnight.
‘None of the 61 passengers or 51 

crew were injured in the incident and 

the ship was never in any danger, 
having grounded, at its forward end, 
on a sandy bank.

‘There was no pollution or water 
ingress to the vessel. The captain 
kept the passengers fully informed 
and the atmosphere on board was 
extremely calm.’

Noble Caledonia operates cruises 
all over the world and has been visit-
ing Oban for the past 10 years with a 
variety of vessels.

MS Serenissima was stranded on the Corran Ledge in Oban Bay until freed by the rising tide and assistance from Oban lifeboat  Picture - John MacTavish

Cruiser with 112 aboard runs aground in Oban Bay

Council may give former 
school site away for housing

Report highlights potential air link between Oban, Glasgow and Barra

PRINCESS Anne is to open 
the new History of Dunollie 
Exhibition at Dunollie House 
next month during a visit to 
Oban and the west coast of 
Scotland.

On June 27 The Princess 
Royal is due to attend a
Volunteering Organisations 
and Senior Citizens Day at the 
Oban’s Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls before opening the mu-
seum’s exhibition for the 2013 
season. 

The Princess Royal, as 
patron of the Northern Light-
house Board, will also visit 
lighthouses off the west coast 
of Scotland between June 25 
and 27.

Princess Royal 
to open Dunollie 
House exhibition THE REGENERATION of Salen on 

the Isle of Mull could be underway 
soon if a local couple’s plans go 
ahead as hoped.

Fergus and Babs Whyte are plan-
ning to establish a campsite business, 
pontoons to encourage visiting boats 
and a pitch and putt golf course for 
tourists and locals to use.

Recreational development 
Other areas of land would be freed 

up for community use in the hope a 
new hall, all weather pitch and car 
park could be created.

Fergus and Babs, who would carry 
out the project through their fam-
ily business Torr Gorm, were at last 
week’s meeting of Mull Community 
Council (MCC) to explain the plans.

Fergus said: ‘What we have been 
doing is looking at getting some 
areas into the local plan, we have 
managed to get two areas designated 

as potential development areas.
‘One is centred right in the middle 

of the village close to the school 
- we have set aside some ground that 
would enable the community to build 
a village hall, all weather pitch and 
parking area.’

He added: ‘We want to construct a 
pitch and putt golf course. 

‘Salen has no facilities for rec-
reation and this development would 

and visitors.
‘We will also develop a 40-pitch 

campsite with space for camper vans 
and a slipway with pontoons and 
moorings near Salen pier.

‘Because of the closure of the 
hospital and resource centre there 
has been a loss of 31 jobs in Salen 
and that takes away a lot of the daily 
footfall to the village - I don’t think 
people realise how much of an impact 

that will have.’
Fergus said the project had been on-

going for a number of years and was 
expected to attract 12,000 visitors 
per year after the anticipated opening 
in Easter 2014. 

He also believed it could boost 
the local economy by £900,000 and 
said businesses in Salen are ‘over 
the moon’ about the plan, which will 
create two full time jobs and two part 
time jobs.

Local councillor Mary-Jean Devon 
told Fergus and Babs she welcomed 
their plans with open arms. 

‘It is the regeneration of Salen, it is 
just fantastic,’ she said.

While Calum MacLachlainn, MCC 
vice-chairman, added: ‘This sort of 
thing is essential. 

‘I don’t know why anyone would 
have any objection, it is just so 
needed.’

Mull proposal could regenerate Salen

THREE new air links could be 
provided from Oban Airport after 

be interest in running commercial 

and Campbeltown.
Survey

The Highlands and Islands 
Regional Transport Partnership, 

HITRANS, has launched an online 
survey to gauge the interest in such 
west coast routes and whether the 
link would be commercially vi-
able.

It will also gather information on 
potential enhancements to the  cur-
rent Barra-Glasgow air service.

Encouraging people to complete 

the online survey, HITRANS 
said: ‘The greater the number of 
survey responses then the more 
solid will be the evidence against 
which potential demand for these 
air services can be assessed. 

‘Therefore, HITRANS is very 
keen that residents and businesses 
thoughout the area take part in the 

survey.’
Lead councillor for development 

and infrastructure at Argyll and 
Bute Council, John Semple, said: 
‘It is important as many people as 
possible complete this survey to 
make their views known. 

‘These three proposed routes 
could make a big difference to 

people in Argyll and Bute and in 
the Western Isles.’

HITRANS director, Ranald 
Robertson added: ‘This study will 
provide an invaluable evidence 
base that will consider in detail the 
complex operational, regulatory 
and budgetary constraints which 
impact on the provision of air serv-

ices in the Highlands and islands. 
‘This work will also investigate 

the feasibility of any new opera-
tions and forecast the impact these 

crewing and operating costs.’
The survey can be found at 

surveymonkey.com/s/highlands_
and_islands_air_services.

AFTER rejecting bids approaching 
£400,000 for the former home of 

Argyll and Bute Council is consider-
ing giving it away.

The Oban Times revealed last year 
that talks between the authority and 
Argyll Community Housing Asso-
ciation (ACHA) had begun in a bid to 
have the site reused for housing for the 
elderly and low income families. The 
council this year gave ACHA £50,000 
to carry out a feasibility study to aid 
the plans.

Talks were also ongoing with His-
toric Scotland to have the Grade-B 
building de-listed to make demolition 
easier.

But it is now understood the council 
is considering transferring the site to 
ACHA for free, with the social hous-
ing provider said to be unwilling to 
pay for the former school.

A council source told The Oban 
Times ‘ACHA expects to get the site 
for nothing or the development won’t 
happen,’ adding that bids close to the 
asking price had been rejected in the 
past.

If the building is given away, it 
-

cial boost to the authority’s education 
budget, which was supposed to 
receive the proceeds from the sale.

ACHA chief executive, Alastair 
MacGregor, said: ‘The association 
is involved in discussions with the 
council regarding the feasibility study 
we’ve been commissioned to do.  We 
have no comment to make on that as 
of yet.’

nor denied the talks were based on 
ACHA getting the site for free.

Asked instead if the association 
would pay the previously advertised 
£475,000 asking price for the property, 

he said: ‘It’s not ACHA’s position that 
we would want to pay that amount of 
money to acquire the building.’

When asked if Argyll and Bute 
Council was considering giving the 
building away for free, a spokes-
woman for the authority said: ‘The 

ongoing. When this is complete, 
further discussions will take place.’

The Oban and Lorn Area Com-
mittee originally agreed to move 
to de-list the building in 2011 after 
rejecting two offers from potential 
developers. The intention at that time 
was to remarket the building after 
de-listing had been achieved.

Two further offers were received in 
January 2012, but again, these were 
rejected.

Meanwhile, recent studies into the 

building is structurally sound, despite 
a leaky roof.

ACHA expects to 
get the site for 
nothing or the 
development 
won’t happen.

Ancient burial 
grounds unearthed
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SCHOOL children from all over Argyll 
gathered in Oban recently to battle it out at a 
Chess for Kicks Competition.

Primary School’s Chess Club and held in 
Oban Primary Campus on May 11.

said: ‘This year the numbers were disap-
pointingly down but 22 boys and girls from 
as far away as Campbeltown and Tobermory 
battled over six rounds for the honour of 
being crowned champion of Argyll in their 
particular age group and to qualify for the 
national Chess for Kicks Competition to be 
held in early June.’

Primary. The P7 and under competition was 

Primary School and the Secondary School 
Pupils’ competition was won by Charlie Ross 
Strachan, S2, Tobermory High School.

two teams to represent the school in the 
Scottish Primary Team Championships, 
held in East Kilbride on May 18.

Argyll children qualify for national chess tournament

Young chess enthusiasts concentrate at the Oban competition.

AN OBAN man who was 
stopped on May 4 while more 
than twice the legal drink drive 

banned from driving for 16 
months. Mykael Burns, 23, of 
5B Colonsay Terrace, Oban, 
admitted the offence when he 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 
last week. Burns had 88mcg of 

legal limit is 35mcg. 

A BO’NESS man accused of 
getting behind the wheel while 
almost twice the legal drink 
drive limit near Dunbeg will 
face trial in July.

Lee Denholm, 34, of 16 Drum 
Farm Lane, Bo’ness, appeared 
at Oban Sheriff Court last week 
and denied the offence. He was 
released on bail.

Denholm is expected to stand 
trial on July 24 and will appear 
again on June 25.

A TIREE man appeared on peti-
tion in Oban Sheriff Court last 
week accused of lewd, indecent 
or libidinous behaviour.

Angus Grant, 77, made no 
plea or declaration during the 
private hearing. He was com-
mitted for further examination 
and released on bail.

Drink driving 
charge denied

Tiree man on 
indecency charge

Oban driver fined 
and banned

PLANS for this year’s Féis 
Thiriodh have just been released 
– and it looks set to be a bumper 
year for Tiree’s traditional culture 
festival, now in its 23rd year. 

Not one, but two cracking bands 
have signed up to be tutors, there is 
an expanded full day Fèis Bheag, 
eight tutors and a new advanced 
Fèis na Fèise in the lead up to the 
Tiree Music Festival. The now-
legendary ‘Muse Cruise’ to Barra 
will also be repeated during the six 
day extravaganza, which kicks off 
on the afternoon of Sunday, July 7.

Oban Camanachd’s  goalkeeper, 
Robert Dunnings, will help get 
things under way in good style 
with a shinty coaching session and 
game.

The festival teaching is back 
at the Cornaig school site after 
several years’ disruptive building 
work, with the extra space allowing 
more tutors to be booked. Classes 
start at midday on Monday and 

run through Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday.  The full list of tutors 
is a blend of the two superb bands, 
Trail West and the Scott Wood Trio. 
On drums is Andrew Findlater, 
accordion is Ian Smith, guitar is 
Ron Jappy and Alan Campbell 
plays pipes. 

Scott Wood tutors the whistle, 
singing tutor will be Linda 

is island doctor John Holliday. 
There will also be outside games 
during the day.

In a new development,  the Fèis 

will run for the full Fèis day, 

whether they speak Gaelic or not 
- and will share the full facilities 

of school. Artair Donald and Iona 
Brown will be the leaders here.

Monday evening sees Mabel 
MacArthur’s West End Players 
take to the stage again for the world 
premiere of their new hilarious play. 
Tuesday night sees the Children’s 
Dance with one of the west coast’s 
hottest bands, Trail West, and friends. 
Wednesday night has the Scott Wood 
Trio, with Trail West back on stage for 
a concert. 

Thursday sees the tutors – and 
anyone else that wants to play or listen 
to an all day session – sail across the 
waves to Barra where last year Fèis 
Thiriodh and Fèis Bharraigh joined 

strip the willow on Castlebay pier. 
Friday night rounds things off with 

a full scale, old-fashioned Fèis dance 
with the two bands joining forces to 
send everyone home, exhausted but 
happy. 

All enquiries to Shari at 
feisthiriodh@live.co.uk.

A NEW event has been created to bring a touch more tradition 
to the lead up to this year’s Tiree Music Festival - and the par-
ticipants could end up on TMF’s stage.

Féis Thiriodh has teamed up with the organisers of TMF to 
develop Féis na Féise, which will be geared towards intermedi-
ate to advanced musicians of any age, with the Scott Wood Trio 
linking up with Eilidh MacFadyen to offer tutoring.

Held over Thursday, July 18 and Friday, July 19, there will be 

with classes in group playing. A session on the Thursday night is 
an added attraction, while there will be an opportunity to take 
to the TMF stage. Any enquiries - donna@tireetrust.org.uk. 

Touch more tradition for TMF

Tiree Féis announce bumper line-up
LOCHABER Archive Centre is 
running ‘Archives for Begin-
ners’ classes at West Highland 
College, Fort William from 
11am to 1pm every Wednesday 
until June 19.

Further information from 

or at Lochaber.archives@
highlifeHighland.com

Archives for 
beginners

CHRISTIANS from across 
the globe travelled to Iona on 
Pentecost Sunday to mark the 

-
lumba’s arrival there but it was 
the island community that took 
centre stage.

The warm welcome extended 
by islanders to the hundreds of 
visitors was no more obvious 
than when the primary school 
children sang Beautiful Iona
on the pier as the ferry came 
in. Aboard the arriving vessel 
were worshippers of various 
nationalities, religious leaders, 
politicians, representatives of 
council and government agen-
cies and the Duke and Duchess 
of Argyll, all keen to be part of 
the anniversary celebrations.

The day also served to mark 
the 75th anniversary of the 
founding of the Iona Community 
and the 25th anniversary of the 
opening of the MacLeod Centre 
museum.

An ecumenical service to 
commemorate the arrival of St 
Columba in 563AD was held in 
Iona Abbey. Mull Gaelic Choir 
and Iona Primary School Choir 
sang and the Rev Joanna Ander-
son of the Iona Community wel-
comed the new congregation.

Among those addressing the 
congregation was the Very Revd 
Finlay Macdonald, chairman 
of the Iona Cathedral Trustees, 
and Argyll and Bute MSP and 
Scottish Minister for Educa-
tion, Michael Russell, who also 
opened the revamped MacLeod 
Centre.

Rhoda Macinnes of Iona Par-
ish Church gave the opening 
responses and Sr Jean Lawson, 
Roman Catholic House of 
Prayer, recited Alone with none 
but Thee, which is attributed to 
Columba. 

The partly restored St John’s 
Cross is illuminated in the 

revamped MacLeod Centre at 
Iona Abbey. 15_t21iona11

Isle of Mull Gaelic Choir in the grounds of Iona Abbey.

Isle of Mull Gaelic Choir lead the singing during the service in Iona Abbey. 15_t21iona08

Left: Guests enjoy a ‘meet and 
greet’ buffet in a marquee in 
the grounds of Iona Primary 

School before the service 
begins. 15_t21iona05

Below, left: Worshippers leave 
the abbey at the end of the 

anniversary service. 15_t21iona10 

Guests and worshippers arrive on Iona. 15_t21iona2

Irish Consul General Susan Conlon. 15_t21iona6

Iona Primary School choir sang to welcome visitors to the island. 
15_t21iona03

Very Rev Dr Finlay Macdonald, chairman of the Iona Cathedral 
Trust, commissioned Columba’s Iona, written by Dr Rosalind 

Marshall. The book, released to commemorate Columba’s 1,450th 
anniversary, was launched on Sunday by the Duke and Duchess 
of Argyll and Argyll and Bute Council deputy provost Douglas 

Philand. 15_t21iona10    

Iona attracts 
international
audience
‘Important to Argyll, Scotland and to all Christian faith.’

Readings were given by Toben 
Lewis, the warden at Bishop’s 
House and the Rev Joyce 
Watson of the Scottish Episcopal 
Church.

Following the service Mr Rus-
sell told The Oban Times: ‘Today 

Iona to not only Argyll and Bute 
and Scotland but to the whole 
world.

‘In addition it shows the 
island as one community, bound 
together in celebration of two 

George MacLeod, founder of the 
Iona community.’

Among the far-travelled 
worshippers was a group of 

USA. For one of them, Margaret 
Crowl, from Bangor, Pennsylva-
nia, the anniversary event was 
her second pilgrimage to Iona 

Irish Consul General Susan 
Conlon represented her country 
at the occasion and described 

the anniversary as an important 
part in Ireland’s history, as well 
as Scotland’s.

Torquhil Campbell, the 13th 
Duke of Argyll, whose ances-
tor gifted the abbey to the Iona 
Cathedral Trust, said: ‘It was 
a very moving day and it was 
wonderful to see so many people 
here.

‘Iona and its abbey is of huge 
importance to Argyll, Scotland 
and to all Christian faith.’

Summing up the feelings of 
islanders, Angus Johnston, the 
island representative on the Iona 
Cathedral Trust, told The Oban 
Times: ‘This is an important day 
for us because it shows Iona was 
an immensely important place in 
Scottish history. 

‘Iona is like a lot of the Heb-
ridean islands but we have a 
huge historic advantage in that 

‘Columba underlies everything 
here and that gives us an extra 
dimension, for which we are 
very grateful.’

Argyll and Bute Councillor 
Louise Glen Lee, who helped to 
organise the event, said: ‘This 
was a day when the sacred and 
secular came together and what 
a day it was.

‘It was wonderful to hear Mull 
Gaelic Choir alongside wise 
words from those who spoke at 
the abbey.

‘It is also wonderful to see so 
many people, regardless of faith, 
come together to celebrate this 
anniversary. 

‘Islanders joined visitors from 
all over the world to make this a 
brilliant experience.

‘But above all, hearing the 
voices of the island children in 
Iona Abbey was incredibly mov-
ing and something that will live 
with us for a long time.’

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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BARCELONA 2 SEATER 
SOFA £199

WAS £399 
ONLY 10 AVAILABLE

Unit 3, Caol Industrial Estate, Ardgour Road, Caol, 
Fort William, PH33 7PH Tel: 01397 708600. 
Email Sales@blackbridgefurnishings.co.uk 
www.blackbridgefurnishings.co.uk

FIONA RECLINER 
ONLY £99
WAS £199 
ONLY 10 AVAILABLE

OT

Lorn Lines
THE DEADLINE for entries to Oban in Bloom has been ex-
tended to June 30 after a clerical error meant Argyll Community 
Housing Association (ACHA) tenants were not invited to enter.

Organiser Andy MacDowall is now making clear that the com-
petition is open to all ACHA tenants, with the ACHA Tenants 
Cup up for grabs as usual.

He said: ‘We do have a trophy and it is open to them all, I would 
like to apologise for any inconvenience caused.’

garden centres or the Municipal Buildings on Albany Street. 
Completed forms must be returned to Mr MacDowall by June 
30.

A NORTH Connel woman has raised £1,148 for the Oban and 
Lorn branch of Alzheimer Scotland by running the London 
marathon.

her for her efforts by branch chairwoman Chris Hammond.
Doreen, 65, completed the race in four hours and nine minutes 

- coming third in her age group.

this for Alzheimer’s because I heard how well the money was 
being used and I felt it could be locally targeted.’

Chris added: ‘You can’t fail to be impressed by Doreen and we 
just want to say thank you. The money is used locally, the only 
money we put out is to research and the rest is spent in Oban.’

Chris Hammond presents Doreen Henderson with her 
certificate as Margaret Melville, Pauline Evans and Anita 

Marshall look on. 16_t21marathon01

A RESEARCHER who says 
there is proof the legendary 
King Arthur came from Argyll 
will next month urge the coun-
cil to make millions from his 
theory.

‘If the council plays this right, 
they will get world-wide public-
ity for Argyll,’ claims Adam 
Ardrey who has spent years 
researching the truth behind the 
stories of Arthur.

Dunadd link
Last year Mr Ardery pub-

lished a book, Finding Merlin, 
underlining the evidence he has 

uncovered to indicate Arthur 
was in fact Arthur Mac Aedan.

Not only does he explain the 
legend of Arthur’s famed magi-

the stone from which Arthur 
drew a sword in 574 in Dunadd, 
near Lochgilphead.

the location of Arthur’s most 
famous battle, the battle of 
Badon, as the lands of Badden 
that lie between Dunadd and 
Dunardy on the Crinan Canal.

He also claims the Isle of Iona, 
where Arthur Mac Aedan’s 

family was buried, as Avalon - 
where King Arthur was buried. 

He will release his second 
book on the subject, Finding 
Arthur, in October, which will 

in recognition of the increased 
interest there.

Now he hopes Argyll and 
Bute councillors will take 
advantage of his theories and 
the success of his book to stake 
a claim for Arthur’s heritage 
- potentially opening up a tour-
ism goldmine.

Ahead of next month’s meet-

ing, the advocate Mr Ardrey 
said: ‘Carmarthen, Wales, 
makes £6million per annum 
from a Merlin Festival inspired 
by its claim to be Merlin’s home. 
English Heritage too use Arthur 
to promote tourism - especially 
in Tintagel.  The tourist industry 
in Glastonbury is Arthur based 
- even the French have learned 
symposiums anent Arthur and 
Merlin based on a spurious 
claim. 

‘Leicester and York are cur-

that will come to whoever gets 

the body of Richard III. Inver-
ness makes £40million a year 
from a monster that does not 
exist.  

‘King Arthur is a bigger deal 
than Richard III and a bigger 
deal - and more real - than the 
Loch Ness Monster.  

Mr Ardrey believes a visitor 
centre should be established 
and a friendly rivalry with 
Southwest England would help 

Acknowledging cash may be 
hard to come by initially, he 
added: ‘Frankly, to begin with, 

it need not cost much. All they 
have to do is stake a claim for 
Argyll and when they start to 
get publicity, to keep up the 
momentum.

‘In effect, there is money to 
be made whether I am right or 
wrong about Arthur. France, 
England and Wales cannot all 
be right and they still do well 
out of Arthur.’

Mr Ardrey will make his 
presentation to  councillors at 
the Oban, Lorn and Isles com-
munity planning group on June 
11. 

Argyll missing out on millions claims King Arthur historian
‘If the council plays this right, they will get world-wide publicity for Argyll’

AN APPIN boy has been given a 
helping hand towards a new wheel-
chair from staff at one of his favourite 
places to visit.

Cameron Allen suffers from a rare 
condition called Osteogenesis Imper-
fecta, more commonly called brittle 
bone disease. The 11 year old has so 
far endured over 100 fractures in his 
bones during his lifetime.

Due to the weakness of his bones, 
spine, ligaments and muscles, Cam-
eron is a full time wheelchair user 
and, as yet, is unable to walk. 

The youngster is in need of a new 
wheelchair, which will cost £3,000, 
to help his bones get stronger with 

the aim of standing unaided in the 

ambition of wheelchair racing. 
Moved by Cameron’s story, staff 

at the Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary 
at Barcaldine have raised £978.21 to 
help fund the new wheelchair.

Craig Connor, general manager at 
the sanctuary, said: ‘The Allen family 
are frequent visitors to the sanctuary 
and live in Appin which is only a few 
miles down the road. 

‘Cameron’s story touched our 
hearts, he does so much to help raise 
money for other people, we wanted 
to give him something back which 
would make his life a bit easier.’Cameron receives his cheque at the sanctuary

Barcaldine sanctuary staff help Appin boy

MORE than 200 people are expected to turn up when Stramash 

Held on June 1 to coincide with International Childrens’ Day, 
the fenced site near Ganavan, Oban features several Mongolian 
yurts for shelter, offering an ideal base for fun and games for all 
the family. 

Winnie the Pooh will be on hand from 11am-2pm for the 
opening, which will incorporate a host of activities for all ages, 
including archery, orienteering, face painting and a great deal 
more. Entry is by donation.

Island hotel declares 
‘business as usual’ despite 
legal wrangle and bankruptcy

A 46-YEAR-old man has been charged with careless driv-
ing after his vehicle ploughed into a house on the outskirts 
of Taynuilt.

The driver lost control of his vehicle on the B845 Taynuilt 
to Kilchrenan road and crashed into Heather Cottage at 
around 11.30am last Saturday. The driver and his passen-
ger suffered slight injuries in the crash.

TWO BICYCLES worth £4,000 have been removed from 
the back of a Renault Espace in Bridge of Orchy.

Between 10.30pm last Friday and 8am last Saturday 

to a rack on the back of the vehicle. The owners of the bikes 
were camping in the area at the time of the incident.

Oban police can be contacted on 01631 510500 if any 
witnesses have information.   

Car ploughs into house at Taynuilt

Bikes stolen at Bridge of Orchy

OLYMPIAN and Commonwealth Games medallist Susan Egel-
staff will visit Oban High School next week to show how the 
right diet can lead to a healthier lifestyle.

The Scottish badminton player, who announced her retirement 
from the sport after competing at the London Olympics, will 

-
ence to sporting performance, leading to a healthier lifestyle.

Held as part of Scottish Sea Farms’ healthy hearts of the com-
munity roadshow, Susan will answer questions after a presenta-
tion from Irene Riach, nutritionist from sportscotland. 

Scottish Sea Farms has sponsored the roadshow as part of its 

schedule that will take the roadshow event to Shetland, Orkney 
and other parts of Scotland later this year.

Oban
unfurls its 
colours

Hopes high 
in rent row

after it was raised in Argyll 
Square.

within the square, including the 
Scottish Saltire, Union Flag and 
the European Flag.
The four standards replace the 

previously marked out the edges 
of Argyll Square.

raised by community council 
secretary Duncan Martin, after 
Argyll and Bute Council had 

be put in place.
Sandy Mactaggart, Argyll 
and Bute Council’s executive 
director of development and 
infrastructure, said there was an 
intention to reduce the number of 

look a bit worn and we had got to 
the stage where we had too many 

by the council. We were keen to 

Court of the Lord Lyon.’
Mr Mactaggart added that while 

all year round, exception could 
be made in special circumstanc-
es, or during the Argyllshire 
Gathering, when clan banners 

Councillor Elaine Robertson and 

were also present at the raising 

HOPES are high that a compro-
mise can be reached between 
ACHA and the Soroba Young 
Family Group (SYF) after a 
‘constructive’ meeting between 
the groups on Monday.

SYF had previously said they 
could be forced to leave their 
home in Soroba after the Argyll 
Community Housing Associa-
tion  (ACHA) said its peppercorn 
rent of £100 per annum was to 
be revoked, being replaced with 
a rent 36 times higher. 

The charity says it cannot af-
ford that and a parents’ petition 
calling on ACHA to review its 
decision has so far attracted 550 
signatures.

But there could yet be a 
compromise. Janice Kay, SYF 
manager, said she was encour-
aged by Monday’s meeting with 
ACHA chief executive Alastair 
MacGregor and hopes a deal 
that works for both parties can 
be agreed. 

She said: ‘We put our view on 
the table and Alastair put his.  

projections and give ACHA our 
accounts for the current year to 
demonstrate our expenditure.  

‘Alastair will take that to his 
committee on June 9 and we can 
go on from there.

‘I felt it was an exceptionally 

positive meeting.’
Mr MacGregor said: ‘I have 

provided - it would be helpful to 
determine whether the rate they 
will pay is affordable. 

‘The association will look at 
that and make a decision at our 
meeting in June.’

Referring to the 550 signature 
petition, Janice added: ‘It’s been 
excellent to see the support 
because you don’t always appre-
ciate how people see your group 
and the work it does.’

Scottish Charity Regulators 
(OSCR) has admitted it was a 
‘technical issue’ on its website 
that saw it reporting the SYF 
Nursery’s expenditure for 2011 
as nil.

Mr McGregor quoted the 

the OSCR website in last week’s 
Oban Times, sparking concern 
from parents.

However, The Oban Times has 
since seen a copy of the audited 
accounts that show expenditure 
for the SYF Nursery was 
broadly level with income for 
that period.

A spokesperson for OSCR 
said: ‘It’s something we’re look-
ing at; it is a technical issue with 
the website.’ 

‘I felt it was an exceptionally 
positive meeting.’ - SYF manager

Oban community councillor Duncan Martin, second from left, raises the burgh flag as Argyll and 
Bute Council representatives Sandy Mactaggart, councillor Elaine Robertson and Derek Crooks.

15_t21flag01

THE MISHNISH Hotel in Tobermory’s Main Street is open 
for ‘business as usual’ despite the owner being declared 
bankrupt.

The move follows a civil court case between Mishnish 
Enterprises Ltd, the company which runs the Mishdish 
Restaurant and Mishrooms, and Robert MacLeod, who 
owns the whole building and whose family run the pub in 
the hotel.

A spokeswoman for Mishnish Enterprises said on Tues-
day: ‘We are in litigation with Robert MacLeod over the 
monies we have lent him. 

‘We only found out this morning he is bankrupt and right 
now our main objective is to protect our loan and investment 
as security holders of the Mishnish Hotel. We are currently 
in discussions with fellow creditors.’

The restaurant and rooms, leased by Mishnish Enterprises 
since April 2011, are currently out of action as staff were re-
moved from the premises during the Mull Music Festival.

A court order has since been granted to allow sheriff of-

the Mishnish Hotel.
When a further court date was set for last Tuesday to deal 

with the breach of this court order Robert MacLeod was 
declared bankrupt.

A representative from the Mishnish Hotel said: ‘This 
doesn’t mean anything and it is business as usual here.’ The 
hotel has been in the MacLeod family since it was built in 
1861.

OBAN Police are following a positive line of enquiry in 
relation to an assault on a 19-year-old French tourist in the 
town. The man was allegedly attacked at around 2.15am on 
Sunday morning in Dunollie Road. 

Police follow lead on assault
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A MUSICIAN with Celtic rock group Skerryvore 
has been banned from driving after getting behind 
the wheel while almost three times the legal drink 
drive limit.

Martin Gillespie, 28, of 19 Carbeth Road, 
Milngavie, admitted the offence when he appeared 
at Oban Sheriff Court last week.

The court heard Gillespie had been driving to 
Tobermory on the Isle of Mull to take part in the 
Mull Music Festival on the afternoon of Sunday 
April 28.

blood. The legal limit is 35mcg. 
Sheriff Douglas Small described the reading as 

Musician almost three
times legal drink drive limit 
the afternoon after

MUSICIANS from across Oban and 
Lorn came together at the Corran 
Halls last week for the ninth triennial 
community concert.

Held in aid of CLIC Sargent, 
children from Barcaldine, Dunbeg, 

and Taynuilt primary schools and 
Oban High School were among a 
diverse list of performers.

Groups included Kilmore and Oban 
Church Recorders, Oban Bach Choir 
and Orchestra, Oban Gaelic Choir, 
Taynuilt Gaelic Choir and Oban 
Strings.  Soloists included Aaron 
Hossain on  pipes and Iena Kirishita 
on piano. Orchestra leader was Helen 
Jordan and conductor was Norman 
Nicholson.

Musicians young and old came together for several group performances during the community concert. 
07_t21commconcert2

Lorn hosts ninth community concert

A MUCH-loved historic building has mysteriously disappeared 
from the Morvern landscape. 

Achabeg House, standing beside the Lochaline-Drimnin road, 

Estate and founder of the famous Tobermory Distillery. 
For many years it was occupied by the well-known and 

popular Palmer family who came to Morvern in the 19th 
century from Dumfries and Galloway with the great sheep 

lived there, it was a favourite stopping place with passersby. 
The property changed hands recently and was the subject of 

an application to the Highland Council’s Planning Department 
for alterations and an extension. Approval was given, the 
contractors moved in and then, without warning, the building 
was demolished and the site cleared. Many questions are 

the Parish. Eye-brows are also being raised throughout West 
Lochaber about the proliferation of non-traditional style houses, 
about where they are being built and the materials used in 
their construction. There was a time when the former Argyll 
and Inverness-shire County Councils held rigidly to a policy 
of banning development between the public road and the sea. 
Anyone sailing along the Sound of Mull and up Loch Sunart 
these days and seeing so many weird and wonderful glass villas 
might well assume it has become a free for all with no holds 
barred.

INSTEAD of knocking down an old building, Donald Houston, 
the owner of Ardnamurchan Estate opposite Morvern, is 
restoring one. 

Mingary Castle, the most intact 13th century castle in 
Scotland and former seat of the Clan MacIan, is being 
excavated by The Mingary Castle Preservation and Restoration 
Trust in preparation for the return to its medieval grandeur 

projects to be undertaken in modern times. Already many 

will add greatly to our understanding and knowledge of these 

Work on Mingary Castle as it progresses, can be found on 
www.mingarycastle.com which is updated regularly. It is to be 
hoped that the owners of Morvern’s ruined castles will follow 
Mr Houston’s lead.

Morvern. 
The Lochaline Hotel, Knock, and Dunara were all erected 

by Donald Fletcher, the well-known builder from Tobermory, 

churches throughout the West Highlands and Islands.  This 
included Kiel church, which he built in 1898 for the princely 

ordered for Gerard Craig Sellar of Ardtornish.  Dunara, which 
was also a general store, was put up for Duncan Livingstone 
who was a direct descendent of Dr David Livingstone, the 
famous missionary and explorer.

RECENTLY I made reference to the presence of a Norwegian 
submarine in the Sound of Mull. 

For those interested, the vessel was the Uthaug
class submarine of the Royal Norwegian Navy commissioned 
in 1991. 

This week the elegant, super yacht Hampshire cruised 
serenely up the Sound attracting admiring glances from 
local and passing mariners. Built of steel in the Netherlands 

and is capable of 15 knots. She has accommodation for 12 

she might be available to call at Lochaline Pier to take the 
Morvern congregation on their trip to Iona for the St Columba 
celebrations next month!

THIS week the Church of Scotland holds its annual General 
Assembly when it passes legislation governing its own affairs 
and discusses wider global issues. 

Ministers and elders, known as commissioners, have as usual 
gathered in Edinburgh this year from parishes all over Scotland, 
including our own, to labour over the State of Bolivia; Asia; 
human rights; the inheritance of Abraham and other important 
subjects. 

Yes, laudable and traditional - but how relevant when back at 
home the pews are lying empty?

Achabeg House is no more.

A FORT William man’s car 
rolled down the street and hit 
another vehicle after he left the 
handbrake off.

Terence Lappin, 27, of 5 Mull 
Court, pled guilty to leaving his 
car unattended with the hand 
brake off on Mamore Crescent 
on February 15.

Car ran away

LAUREN Rutherford, who 
established the Wham Bam 
Glam clothing company 
offering alternative maternity 
wear catering for goth mums 
to be, is not a mother herself, 
contradictory to our report and 
headline last week.

We apologise for the error and 
any embarrassment caused.

Correction

A CORPACH woman has been 

police driving in Fort William 
while talking on her mobile 
phone.

Fiona Campbell, aged 33, of 
Grianal, was also given three 
penalty points  after pleading 
guilty to using her phone while 
driving on North Road on 
December 17.

£100 phone call

MAINTENANCE work to rock 

bypass will start on June 3 and 
continue for an estimated eight 
weeks, Highland Council has 
announced.

be required throughout 
the contract, which will be 
carried out by Geo-Rope Ltd of 
Ballachulish. 

The road will be kept open at 
all times but it will be necessary 

-
utes to allow rock to be brought 
down and the road cleared of 
debris. The contractor will 
provide protection measures for 
the adjacent railway line to Kyle 
and Network Rail will provide 
supervision. Every effort will 
be taken to minimise disruption 
but delays will unfortunately 
occur, the council said.

Stromeferry work 
to start in June

Fort William 
brandy thief to 
remain in jail
AN INVERNESS man has 
admitted stealing six bottles 
of brandy from a Fort William 
store.

Torvean Avenue, pled guilty to 
stealing the alcohol from Morri-
sions store on September 1.

The 35-year-old, who is 
currently serving a six month 
sentence in Peterhead Prison for 
a separate offence, was ordered 
to spend a further week in jail.

sections of the West Highland 
Way at Loch Lomond will get 
underway this summer after 
receiving funding from the 
Scottish Government.

Long-term future 
Due to start in August, the 

work by Forestry Commission 
Scotland will see an unsafe 
section of the original shoreline 
route at Ptarmigan brought back 
to a useable standard. 

The project will include 5km 

of upgrades to the existing 
path at Ptarmigan, two new re-
aligned sections and upgrades 
to the steps linking Balmaha to 
Conic Hill and the steps at Strath 
Cashel. 

Work at Strath Cashel is 
already underway.

Finance for the work was 
approved from the government’s 
‘shovel ready’ fund.

The Commission’s Liz Shortall, 
said: ‘This is a major and 
long-needed upgrade of some 

sections of the route that will 
make it an even more attractive 
and enjoyable proposition for 
visitors and walkers.

Windblow damage
‘Making it more user friendly 

and improving the quality of 
the experience will encourage 
more people to speak positively 
about their visit, which will in 
turn bring more people to the 
route. This will help to secure 
its long-term future and be 
good for tourism and for those 

businesses catering for visitors 
and walkers.

‘It will also make it easier 
for us to carry out harvesting 
operations there over the next 

‘These will allow us to restore 
the site to native woodland and 
improve the forest landscape, 
structure and habitats. It will 
also protect the West Highland 
way from being damaged by 
windblow.’

Mairi Bell, tourism manager 

for Loch Lomond and The 
Trossachs National Park, said: 
‘The National Park has already 
made substantial investment and 
improvements to Conic Hill and 
sections of the West Highland 
Way and we’re pleased further 
work will be carried out by 
Forestry Commission Scotland.

people walking the route every 
year and these upgrades will 
enhance what is already a 
spectacular experience.’

West Highland Way upgrade on track with funding

New Argyll science centre 
struggling to attract tenants
in Dunbeg is ‘struggling’ to 
attract tenants, Highlands and 

admitted.
Malin House was completed in 

three intended buildings making 
up the European Marine Science 

which would be offered to 

Seen as ideal for research and 
development given its proximity 
to the Scottish Association for 

shores of Dunstaffnage and the 
area’s rich marine environment, 
it was hoped the state-of-the-art 
building would quickly attract 
new businesses and generate 
new jobs.

While there has been some 
interest, no-one has committed 
to moving in to the building - six 
months after it was completed.

Morag Goodfellow said that 
while HIE were ‘still showing 
quite a few people around’, she 
admitted no deals had yet been 
done. 

‘We have been trying to 
market the building for quite 
a while. When the funding 
was put together the economy 
changed - that’s been the biggest 
constraint.

‘We have been struggling a bit. 
If things were how they were in 

now. 
The economy is the main 

struggle for a number of 
businesses who are keen to move 
into Malin House.’  

Asked if more could have been 
done to attract a tenant before 

£7.5 million building remains empty after six months

said: ‘If there were lots of people 
knocking on the door a private 
developer would have built this. 
That’s why HIE was brought in.

‘We’re still working with 
strong leads from across the 
world which will hopefully 
result in something in the next 
few months.’

Gwyneth Neal, chairwoman 
of Dunbeg Community Council 
and a critic of the building, said: 
‘The whole place just looks 
closed - there’s no sign of life 
there. I’ve heard people just 
aren’t interested because it’s too 
expensive just now.

Corridors at HIE’s Malin House, in Dunbeg’s European Marine Science Park, remain empty after the organisation admitted Scotland’s 
flat economy has made attracting tenants a ‘struggle’. 16_t51malinhouse1

‘We don’t want it becoming a 
white elephant.’

Meanwhile, Malin House 
is to host a natural products 
conference in September in a 
bid to showcase the building to 
potential tenants. 

The event will not just focus 

Little litter leaves Barcaldine pupils pleasantly surprised
BARCALDINE Primary School pupils got a 
pleasant surprise when they went to Sutherland’s 
Grove as part of a national Clean Up Scotland 
initiative - barely any litter.

Taking a trip along to the popular forest trail on 
Friday - taking full advantage of the sunshine - the 

pupils were armed with black bags ready to work 
hard and keep the area clean.

Aside from an unusual piece of rolled metal 
- nearly a metre long - there was little to put in 
their bags and the pupils were delighted with their 
efforts.

on products found from the sea 
locally, such as seaweed and 
algae, but also organisms found 
on the land.

Morag said: ‘The west coast 
of Scotland has a whole wealth 
of natural products that can be 
used for an array of products.  

We want to show how this can be 
applied in an industrial setting. 
Not only will it be great for local 
business but it’ll hopefully boost 
interest in the building.’

Full details about the 

later in the week.

The BIG 5 are Scotland’s most amazing animals. 
As part of our celebration of the Year of Natural Scotland 2013, we’re putting these animals in the limelight. 
It’s time to give them the fame they deserve, because each one of them is unique and fascinating.

This is your opportunity to fi nd out a lot more about wildlife and to experience it for yourself. 

Go online or download our free app to fi nd places to see these amazing animals near you, as well as more 
spotting tips and fun facts.

snh.gov.uk/big5  
scotlandsbig5@snh.gov.uk

Download the App
Search for Scotland’s Big 5

Find us on Facebook
Search for Scottish Natural Heritage

Follow us on Twitter
@SNH_Tweets

Watch clips on YouTube
Search for Scottish Natural Heritage

*the red deer. *the harbour seal.

*the golden eagle.

*the red squirrel.

*the otter.
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DALMALLY’S Richard McKenzie, 
a farmer and 20 year volunteer of the 
Soldiers, Sailors and Airman Families 
Association (SSAFA) has been hon-
oured for his continued service.

Mr McKenzie was presented with 

a special award by the chairman of 
the Argyll and Bute branch, Colonel 
David Anderson OBE, during its 
AGM in Inveraray earlier this month.  
A celebratory meal rounded off the 
occasion. 

Richard McKenzie, right, receives his award for his 20 years service to the 
Soliders, Sailors and Airman Families Association from Colonel David 

Anderson OBE. 

Dalmally man honoured for 
‘services’ charitable work

FLYSKYE, the group campaining to 
re-establish air links between Skye 
and the mainland, is to host two public 
meetings in Portree and Broadford on 
June 6.

The gatherings, at Aros at 2.30pm 
and the Broadford Hotel at 7.30pm, 
will canvas local opinion on resum-
ing regular air services from Ashaig 
airstrip at Broadford.

FlySkye spokesman Ian Blackford 
said everyone interested in the pro-
posal was invited to attend.

He said: ‘We are delighted that we 
will be joined at the public meetings 
by Graham Phillips, chairman of the 
TEC services committee of Highland 
Council, Neil MacRae of Hitrans and 
Gareth Kitching of RDC Aviation, 
who recently conducted a feasibility 
study into air services to Skye.’

Robert Muir and Stuart Macpherson 
of Highland and Islands Enterprise, 
who were instrumental in commis-
sioning the study, will be present at 
both events.

FlySkye will also give a presentation 

consultants’ report.
Meanwhile, the lobby group has ar-

rangements in hand to meet transport 
minister Keith Brown and other MSPs 
at Holyrood on June 12.

Public meetings 
to discuss Skye 
air link proposal

A FORT William community group have been praised at Holyrood for their hard 
work to improve a small garden in the centre of the town.

Friends of the Old Fort (FOOF) have been regenerating Belford Gardens, an 
area sandwiched between the hospital and the A82 Belford Road.

A series of interpretative panels, planters and picnic benches have been put in 
place at the site. 

Highland MSP Rhoda Grant raised the project at the Scottish Parliament, say-
ing she hoped the garden would become a ‘source of local pride’ to residents.

She said: ‘I am delighted that these dedicated volunteers in Fort William have 
seen that there was a local issue that they could address and formed their small 
group to try to preserve some of the fantastic history of the area, whilst at the 
same time regenerating an area that had turned into an eyesore. 

‘It is great to see this type of community spirit and there is no doubt that the ef-
forts of the group will hopefully encourage even more visitors to the area helping 
the local economy in the process.’

Fort William community group 
praised at Scottish Parliament

A WOMAN caught speeding on the 
A82 through Rannoch Moor has been 

points.
Leanne Olsen, aged 27, of 34 Gelston 

Street, Glasgow pled guilty to driving 
at 71mph in the 60mph zone at White 
Corries on December 28.

Woman driver fined 
for speeding

NEW SIGNS of previously 
undiscovered burial grounds on 
the Isle of Iona have been found 
by geophysical consultants.

Martyr’s Bay discovery

to be undertaken on the island, 
away from the core focus of the 
Columban monastic enclosure 
and the Benedictine Abbey, was 
carried out by Dr Sue Ovenden 
and Alastair Wilson of Rose 
Geophysical Consultants. 

The pair examined two areas 

village - one close to the current 
village hall and south of the 
Nunnery, the other at Martyr’s 
Bay. 

The area close to the village 
hall seems to show features of 
recent or natural origin which 
will be excavated later this 
year. 

But the most interesting 

and Derek Alexander, head of 
archaeology for the National 

Trust for Scotland, said: ‘The 
geophysical survey shows 
that on the landward side, this 
mound may have been revetted 
by stones and surrounded by a 
shallow ditch. This could be a 
sign of burials. 

‘It has always been suggested 
that there are numerous burial 
sites on Iona and there have been 

most famous of which is in the 
graveyard at Relig Odhrain to 
the south of the abbey. 

‘The burials that have been 
discovered so far are absolutely 
fascinating. 

‘For example, those unearthed 
by excavations at Martyr’s Bay 
in the 1960s were quite unusual 
- there were some 40 skeletons 
packed into an area about 4m 
long by 2m wide. 

‘These appeared quite 
jumbled and many may have 
been reburied, especially as the 
carbon dating showed that one 
skeleton dating from the 13th  

to 15th century was below one 
dating from the sixth to eighth 
century. 

‘It is possible that this mound 
has some connection to another 
graveyard that’s marked on an 
old map, known as Clad Nan 
Druineach. 

‘We plan to investigate the 
area further in September, and 

more to what we already know 
about this fascinating island’s 
cultural and spiritual story.’

Ancient burial grounds unearthed on sacred Iona
Possible connection to another graveyard marked on old map

WORK to upgrade the A82 at 
Pulpit Rock on Loch Lomond-
side will get under way next 
month, and Transport Scotland 

14 week closure.
Local businesses and residents 

had previously expressed con-
cern over Transport Scotland’s 
original statement, which said 
the road would be closed com-

pletely for 14 weeks to allow the 
work to take place.

Such was the strength of 
feeling in the community that 
Transport Scotland, together 
with contractor McLaughlin 
and Harvey, worked together 
to develop a solution that would 
only see one complete closure 
of the road, for less than a week, 
during January next year.

The rest of the work, costing 

with only overnight closures.
Transport Scotland say the 

new proposals were agreed 
with full support from local 
businesses, residents and other 
affected parties following con-
sultation in April.  

Transport Minister, Keith 
Brown said: ‘Having listened to 

local concerns about the 14-week 
closure, Transport Scotland 
and its contractor developed 
a less disruptive solution to 
deliver these improvements.  We 
welcome the wide support given 
during the recent consultation for 
the new programme of overnight 
closures.

‘No closure is ever ideal but I 
am pleased that a solution has 

been found to minimise the 
impact for everyone using the 
A82 in this area.’

Sam Watters, project manager 
with McLaughlin and Harvey 
said: ‘We tailored our design 
solution and construction 
methodology to achieve this 

closures thus limiting the po-
tential impact to road users.’

The Pulpit Rock improvements 
will see a 0.4km length of 
new road built, with one lane 
in each direction. This will 
include a new structure that 
runs parallel to the shoreline 
and some widening of the 
existing road.

Work will get underway later 
this month and is expected to 
last around one year.

A CHARITY which has be-
come an institution on the west 
coast of Scotland is changing its 
name in an attempt to dispel the 
notion it is only for women.

Male volunteers 
Founded as the Women’s 

Voluntary Services 75 years 
ago, WRVS is relaunching as 
the Royal Voluntary Service in 
a bid to be more appealing to 
male volunteers.

The charity, which offers help 
and support to elderly people 
who live independently in their 
own homes, has also pledged to 
help two million older people 
over the next 10 years.

David McCullough, chief ex-
ecutive of the Royal Voluntary 
Service, said: ‘We know that 
more older people than ever are 
going to need the support that 
our volunteers provide, which 
is why we are changing our 
name to make it clear we are 

not a charity that only supports 
women or just wants female 
volunteers.’

The organisation was formed 
in 1938 to help recruit women 
into the Air Raid Precautions 
movement, helping civilians 
during and after air raids by 
providing emergency rest 

assisting with the evacuation 
and billeting of children. 

By 1943 the organisation had 
over one million volunteers and 
was involved in almost every 
aspect of wartime life from 
the collection of salvage to the 
knitting of socks and gloves for 
merchant seamen. 

After the war the Royal 
Voluntary Service pioneered   
social services.

The charity now provides 
practical help to older people 
that enables them to enjoy an 
improved quality of life.

The overnight closures, between 10pm-6am, are scheduled 
for:

June 10 to 24, excluding June 21 and 22.
Three weeks in August and three weeks in September.
Two weeks in October and one week in November.
Less than one week in March 2014.
One week in April 2014.
One week in May 2014.

There may be opportunities for ‘wave-throughs’ during the 
overnight closures in October and November to permit traf-

for Loch Lomond roadworks
Overnight closures planned as £9.2million project gets underway

WRVS change name in 
bid to attract more men

We tailored our 
construction 
methodology 
to achieve this 
significant reduction 
in road closures.

Boat ‘stunts’ end on 
police charges

New Ayrshire - Argyll ferry 
route set to set sail

Supermaket 
in trouble 
over ‘Loch 
Fyne’ salmon 
labelling
SUPERMARKET chain 

trouble after labelling salmon 
from Loch Fyne in Argyll as 
originating from Skye, the Uists 
and Lewis.

The Salmon and Trout As-
sociation Scotland (STAS) 
complained to the Advertising 
Standards Authority and Trading 
Standards on Monday, over the 
supermarket’s claims concern-
ing the origin of its Taste the 
Difference Scottish Salmon.

in the supermarket in January 
and April of this year states the 

around the Isles of Skye, Lewis 
and Uist’.

However, STAS say the farms 

Loch Fyne.
Sainsbury’s website also says 

that its supplier of salmon is 
Marine Harvest. But according 
to STAS, the farms listed are 
owned and operated by The 
Scottish Salmon Company, 
one of Marine Harvest’s main 
competitors.

STAS chairman, Hughie 
Campbell Adamson, said: 
‘Supermarkets have a duty to be 
honest and transparent about the 
food they sell.’

Admitting the error, Sains-
bury’s said: ‘Unfortunately, 
there has been an error in the 
information on the packaging 
of some of our Taste the Differ-
ence salmon products in recent 
months.’

in the packaging error still met 
its ‘industry-leading sourcing 
standards’.

Man and woman 
assaulted in Oban
A MAN and a woman were se-
riously assaulted at Ross House 
in Oban’s Breadalbane Street.

The 34-year-old woman and 
48-year-old man were taken to 
Lorn and Islands Hospital fol-
lowing the incident last Friday 
at 10.20pm. Anyone with any 
information should contact 
Oban police on 01631 510500.

CAMPBELTOWN will today welcome 

between Ayrshire and Kintyre and 
Caledonian MacBrayne’s (CalMac) 

service is scheduled to depart Ardros-
san in Ayrshire at 6.40pm, arriving at 
Campbeltown in Argyll at 9.20pm.

Scheduled to run three times a 
week throughout the summer, with an 
additional stop at Brodick on the Isle 

of  Arran on Saturdays, it is also the 

Campbeltown and Ardrossan since 
the MV Glen Sannox operated on the 
route in 1939. 

The start of the pilot has been timed 
to tie in with the Mull of Kintyre Half 
Marathon and 10k race taking place on 
Sunday May 26 and with the Kintyre 
Songwriter’s Festival which will be 
held in Campbeltown from May 24 
until May 26.

AN IPOD Touch was stolen from a 
woman’s handbag while shopping in 
Tesco’s Oban store last Wednesday.

The handbag was sitting in the su-
permarket trolley and the device was 

taken between 9.30am and 10.15am.
Shoppers who saw anyone acting 

suspiciously in or around the store at 
that time should contact Oban police 
on 01631 510500. 

Police appeal after shopper’s iPod is stolen

THREE men have been charged with 
reckless conduct for after performing 
‘doughnuts’ in their boat near to rocks 
in the Sound of Kerrera.

The coastguard were called by 
concerned Oban residents, who 
watched the men, aged 38, 32 and 34, 
perform the stunt at around 8.45am on 
Saturday.

After escorting the men ashore, 
the coastguard contacted the police, 
alleging that the men were under the 

Drink driver stopped 
on Mull refused test
A DRIVER on the Isle of Mull has 
been charged with failing to provide 
a further specimen after failing a 
roadside breath test.

The 31-year-old woman from 
Manchester was stopped by police at 
5.45pm on May 13.

CÙRSAICHEAN GOIRID CÒIG LÀ
5 DAY SUMMER SHORT COURSES

Pìobaireachd & Drumaireachd - Fo 18 - Piping & Drumming Under 18’s01/07/13

  Cùrsa Còmhraidh Gaelic Conversation,

Gàidhlig 1 Gaelic 1, 08 /07/13 Gaelic for Irish Speakers Beginners,Gàidhlig / Gaeilge

Òrain Ghàidhlig Gaelic Song,   Bocsa Phiàna Accordion,  Bocsa Putain Button Box, 
Gràmar Gàidhlig Gaelic Grammar,  

  Cùrsa Flòdaigearraidh Flodigarry Course15/07/13

Tuilleadh fios|Further information from 01471 888240

2013

  Air Chuairt Exploring Skye22/07/13

  Gàidhlig Ìre 1, 3, 5, 7 Gaelic Levels 1, 3, 5, 7,29/07/13   Piàna Piano,

  Òrain òl is fealla-dhà Gaelic songs of Drink & Reverly, Cleasaidheachd Acting,

Gàidhlig Ìre 2, 4, 6, 8 Gaelic Levels 2, 4, 6, 8, 05/08/13
Òrain Ghàidhlig Gaelic SongGàidhlig/Gaelige Gaelic for Irish Speakers Advanced,

A’ Teagasg Dràma Teaching Acting,

 Clàrsach Clàrsach,

Gàidhlig Ìre 1, 3, 5, 7 Gaelic Levels 1, 3, 5, 7,12/08/13
Cinnidhean an Eilean Sgitheanach is Loch Ailse The Clans of Skye and Lochalsh

Fidheall Fiddle,

Gàidhlig Ìre 2, 4, 6, 8 Gaelic Levels 2, 4, 6, 819/08/13
Dealbhachadh Digiteach Photography (Advanced)

Flodigarry Course Cùrsa Flòdaigearraidh    26/08/13
Òrain Ghàidhlig is Traidiseanan  Skye Gaelic Song and Traditions 
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SPARKED by the announcement of the bypass road, the 
Crianlarich into Action CiA) group is determined to make sure 
the village doesn’t get left behind.

destination in its own right, the small group of volunteers has 
been working hard to not just spruce the area up, but to create 
real attractions that will draw people in.

Already picturesque and surrounded by some of Scotland’s 
most spectacular scenery, it could be argued it doesn’t have 
much work to do.

However, Alan Smailes, who has been co-ordinating many of 
the organisation’s events, said waiting to see what happens after 
the road is built isn’t an option.

‘The whole thing is about making sure people want to come 

he said. ‘With the bypass coming through we want to make 
Crianlarich a real destination.’

Headline project for CiA is creating a footpath network in and 
around the village.  After working with landscape architects 
to design a network of paths, including an upgrade of the old 
railway behind the village hall, the route will form a ‘linear 
park’ suitable for all abilities.  

Work is due to start this summer after the group received 
a £200,000 grant from the BIG Lottery Fund. It is hoped the 
paths will be complete by the end of the year.

Lower Station Yard has been an ongoing bugbear for residents 

up the yard and the group has now secured a 10 year lease on 
the land. 

It is hoped planning permission can now be obtained to turn 
the area into a village centre, ideal for picnics and games.

‘We had a volunteer day last week and did quite a bit of 
tidying,’ said Alan. 

‘At the moment we’re putting fruiting hedges - we got 450 
free shrubs and bushes from the Woodland Trust, so that was 
excellent.’

The village car park has been cleaned up and the area around 
the war memorial has been tidied up.

Alan added: ‘Hopefully the work we’re doing is making the 
place better and more attractive for tourists already.’

FLOWER boxes are often seen around attractive villages when 
the summer season hits, but in Crianlarich they do things a little 
differently.

in search of a snack or something to serve with their meal.
Residents aren’t munching on petals or pollen, however. 

Instead they are taking advantage of the communal veg box 
scheme, which started last year.

Peas, cabbages and turnips are available for residents to pick 
up freely and munch away on.

Inspired by the Incredible Edible scheme, in co-operation 
with Stirling Council, the scheme arranged by the local 
community has already proved popular - if there was a slight 
problem last year.

Community councillor Alan Smailes said: ‘We put the veg 
among the planting. It gets a lot of interest - it’s surprising the 
amount of visitors who are really intrigued by them.

‘We did have a problem last year. One of the boxes on Willow 

way through a fair bit.  We’re taking measures to stop that 
happening again this year.’

A SPRING clean, new lights and some basic repairs means 
Crianlarich’s public  toilets are looking better than ever.

The new look is thanks to a joint project between The 

Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Authority - who 
donated £8,000 for the refurb - and Stirling Council. It’s 

hoped their spring clean will make the area more attractive as a 
stopping point for tourists- and spare any in  desperate need of 
the discomfort of searching for somewhere else.

Community councillor and Crainlarich into Action member 
Isla Craig worked on the project. 

She said: ‘As far as public toilets go, they’re pretty nice now.  
The project was arranged by the SCDT, with money from the 
National Park.  

repairs to the building.’

to be installed. Signs are also to be improved. 
While already open for use, it is hoped the toilets will be 

formally opened in the coming weeks.

Down Your Way
Crianlarich

By senior reporter Steven Flanagan

Next week Down Your 
Way visits Tarbert.

Ballachulish Primary School pupils recently enjoyed their annual visit to Glencoe Outdoor Centre.
Children from Ballachulish and St Brides primaries spent three days taking part in a range of 

activities including hill walking, climbing, mountain biking, canoeing, kayaking, archery, long boat 
and problem solving. Above, a group of pupils prepare for a stint on the water. 

Ballachulish pupils enjoy the outdoors

Lochyside RC Primary School has handed over a cheque for leprosy charity LEPRA Health in Action. 
The money was raised by the pupils carrying out sponsored aerobics workout, with Trish Pakenham 

from LEPRA coming to the school to pick up the money raised. P6 pupil Jazmin McFauld got a 
special certificate after managing to raise £77 by herself.

Lochyside’s LEPRA charity boost

Scouts cubs and beavers from Kilmallie, Mallaig, Morar and Strontian joined Spean Bridge group The Braes at their first camp of the year, called ‘spy camp’. Around 125 
youngsters took part in the weekend, despite some inclement weather.  On Saturday they tried their hands at fingerprinting, casting footprints, code making and a 

blindfolded obstacle course, all to try and catch the villain who had stolen the camp fire tuc box. They also enjoyed trials bikes demonstrations and juggling from the 
camp leaders. Camp organiser Sean Sessions said: ‘The day was rounded off with a good old fashioned sing song round the camp fire whilst the hot chocolate warmed.’

CAR TYRES – one complete 
with wheel - a cooker hob and 
an untouched ‘carry-out’ were 
among items recovered from the 
Glencoe back road on a recent 
litter-pick by Clachaig Inn staff.

Neighbouring local businesses 
including Glencoe SYHA 
Youth Hostel and Glencoe 
Independent Hostel also joined 
the clean-up between the top 
A82 junction and the bridge into 
the village.

A bag containing a petrol can 
and an oil bottle, together with a 

Clachaig Inn staff Franchesca McGarry, Stuart Price, Roger Davies 
and John MacIntyre with their haul of rubbish. 

suitcase, were among other items 
removed from the scenic spot.

Clachaig Inn general manager 
Gordon Keppie told The Oban 
Times: ‘We have always taken 
it upon ourselves to keep our 
site and the area nearby tidy. It 
was all voluntary work and good 
fun.’

VisitScotland has awarded the 
Clachaig the Green Tourism 
Business Silver Award in 
recognition of environmental 
achievement and operating a 
sustainable business.

GLENELG and Arnisdale 
Development Trust is holding 
an open forum to discuss 
community involvement in 
renewable projects in the area.

Representatives from Marine 
Current Turbines, Community 
Energy Scotland as well as 
local MSP Dave Thompson will 
all be present at the meeting, 
which gets underway tomorrow 

and Arnisdale Community Hall.

GLENELG

ARCHAEOLOGISTS working 
on Mingary Castle near 
Kilchoan ahead of restoration 
work at the 800-year-old 
building have found several 
ancient artefacts at the site.

Among the items found is 
a coin, pieces of glass pos-
sibly from old windows and 
something which appears to be 
an old metal bucket.

A round piece of slate with 
a hole bored through was also 
uncovered. It would have been 
used as the weight at the bottom 
of a spindle for spinning wool.

In the moat surrounding the 
castle, pieces of bone, metal 
nails and china possibly dating 
back to the 18th century were 
found.

The work is being done ahead 
of efforts to restore the castle 
to its medieval glory by the end 
of 2014.

KILCHOAN

A GAELIC voice-over has been 
produced for an Isle of Skye 
doctor’s health promotion video 

regular exercise. 

Hours’, has had world-wide 
exposure on YouTube and has 
been used by NHS Highland to 

Now Broadford-based Dr 
Jonathan Hanson has had a 
Gaelic version of the video 
made to broaden its appeal even 
further.

Dr Hanson, originally from 
Canada and a specialist in 
sports and exercise medicine, 
said: ‘The video offers a 
light-hearted take on what is a 
serious subject, and shows very 
graphically how you can and 
should improve your health by 
making small, simple changes 
in your daily routine.

‘It shows how being active 

can dramatically improve your 
health and mental well-being.’

NHS Highland chief executive 
Elaine Mead said: ‘The video 
has an important message, but 
imparts it in a very entertaining 
way, and I think the Gaelic 
version is just brilliant.’

GLENCOE and North Lorn 
Folk Museum in Glencoe 
Village has obtained funding 
from Museums Galleries 
Scotland and The Heritage 

THE ANNUAL Clan Donald 
Skye Garden and Craft Fair 
will be held in Armadale 
Castle Gardens on Saturday and 
Sunday.

More than 1,500 visitors 

ARMADALE

ISLE of Skye Rotary Club 
is seeking nominations for a 
‘citizen of the year’ to receive 
the Maurice Nicol award.

The accolade is given 
annually in remembrance of Mr 
Nicol, a late past president of 
the club.

A CRAFT and produce fair will 
be held at Ballachulish Village 
Hall on Saturday June 8 from 
12pm-4pm.

As well as the goods and stalls 
on display, tea and coffee will 
also be on sale.

DUROR Primary School, 
together with the local 
community, will celebrate the 
opening of the new south Duror 
cycle track next Wednesday.

The new section is the latest 
to be completed on cycling 
organisation Sustrans’ Oban to 
Fort William route.

Speeches and cake at the 
Kentallen-Duror Village Hall 

opening, which will take place 
at the new cycle path bridge 
opposite the school.

Duror head teacher Marylin 
MacDonald said: ‘The number 
of cyclists at the school has 
really increased since the 
second cycle path opened.’

AFTER a rising number of 
‘behavioural incidents’ at 
Plockton High School by a 
minority of pupils it has been 
decided to install approx 16 
CCTV cameras around the 
campus, it was reported at the 
May meeting of the parent 
council.   

The pupils require a large 
amount of supervision and are 
often placed in isolation or 
have sporting/social privileges 
withdrawn.  

As always with bad behaviour 
parental support is required to 
enable the school to tackle the 
issue.

Concern was also expressed 
over behaviour on the school 
buses. The issue will be 
discussed at the next meeting.

Fort William cheerleading group the Ben Nevis All Stars were a 
star attraction at the recent Lochaber Together 5k and family 
day at the BA Club. The youngsters, who are based at Upper 

Achintore Primary School, thrilled the crowd with a well-choreo-
graphed dance routine. The group, which has only been running 

for two years, harbours ambitions to reach soon the standard 
required to enable them to take part in national competitions. 

20_f19run01

SPEAN Bridge Primary School P4/5 pupils 
took to the woods above the village last Tuesday 
for their latest classroom topic, ‘The Droving 
Journey’.

The children learned how the drovers of old 
walked cattle from the West Highlands to Crieff 
and lived off the land on the way, using bushcraft 
to feed themselves and telling stories round the 

The topic was designed for primary schools 
taking part in the ‘Stories in the Land’ project 

funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and the 
Ernest Cook Trust, and led by Dr Joyce Gilbert of 
the Royal Scottish Geographical Society.

enjoyed storytelling workshops and woodland 

Claire Hewitt and Alistair Davidson. 
The children then returned to the classroom to 

write their own stories, which will be read out at 
the Scottish Storytelling Festival at Edinburgh in 
October.

SPEAN Bridge Primary School youngsters 
recently enjoyed a day out at the nearby Creag 
Meagaidth Nature Reserve.

the woods and given help to identify the many 
different species of plants, insects and birds on 
show.

the animals which live on the reserve, some of 

which will be featured at an open day at Creag 
Meagaith on Saturday June 2.

The children were all invited to the open day, 
which will also feature a shinty match and 
other events.Head teacher Kate MacGillivray 
said: ‘The children left with several souvenirs 
handed to them as they left the reserve as a thank 
you for attending and for being so polite and 
well-behaved.’ f21spean1no

SKYE

BALLACHULISH

Alastair Davidson explains bushcraft to the children through the wood smoke. 

Scouts, cubs and beavers turn detective at ‘spy camp’

Cheerleaders a star 
attraction at family day

DUROR
enjoyed the event last year and 
more than 50 stalls will again 
be displaying their wares.

The fair runs from 10am to 
5pm on both days, with an 
admission charge of £1 for 
locals on proof residence within 
Skye, Lochalsh or Mallaig.

CROSSROADS Care Skye and 
Lochalsh will launch another 
charity ‘pop-up shop’ ‘Aite’ 
at Sleat Trading in Armadale 
today and tomorrow.

Quality second hand clothes 
and goods will be on display 
from 12pm-6pm on Thursday 
and 10pm-4pm on Friday.

PLOCKTON

GLENCOE

Lottery Fund to re-thatch the 
historic building.

The work will be taking place 

Meanwhile, the museum is on 
the lookout for more people to 
help out as the tourism season 
approaches.

Curator Karen Mailley-Watt 
said: ‘We have a great dedicated 
team of volunteers but will 
require as many hands as 
possible this year for the roof 
project. Other initiatives we a 
hand with include front of house 
work, helping at events, basic 
collections care and research 
and education.’

SKYE AND LOCHALSH
Nominees are deemed to have 

carried out outstanding service 
to the community in which they 
live, or for Skye and Lochalsh 
as a whole.

The award will be made at the 

club awards dinner at the end of 
the Rotary year, most  probably 
in July. 

Nominations should be sent to 
Hugh Clark at hugh@an-airidh.
com.

Spotlight on bushcraft and drovers of old

Clachaig Inn staff 
organise clean up

Youngsters’ day out at nature reserve
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Community Trust (ACT) 

The Oban Times
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The Oban Times

Walkers step out 
for Heather

The Oban Times

Bid to block   
shinty shake-up 
defeated

Earthquake strikes 
west Lochaber

The local strongmen who took part in Sunday’s event - Jeremy Vickers, Gary Robertson and Cameron Kennedy.

The Oban Times

Arisaig
goes for 
own Post 

Runners tackle Trotternish Ridge
Fort William’s Justine all smiles after being 
named best dental nurse in Scotland 

NEWSDESK
01631 568000

C. Hodge Fencing
01631 563271

www.hodgefencing.co.uk
We have really well treated timber, thickly 

galvanised wire, heavy duty gates and 
much more. It’s all on our website. Rain, 
shine or gale force wind, our materials 

will still be there. Products chosen for the 
West Coast not just for the summer. We 
also have a huge list of gardeners and 

contractors - see our website.

West Coast Energee has chosen 
to work with leading wind turbine 
manufacturers Lely-Aircon and 
Evance. The company, which operates 
in the north and west of Scotland, 
has installed and continues to service 
over 110 wind turbines that they have 

completed work is the installation of ten 

turbines for Scottish Water in Stornoway. 
Eddie Johnstone Scottish Water project 
manager stated ‘we are delighted that the 
Stornoway wind project is completed, we 
chose Evance turbines as energy can be 
generated and used on site reducing the 
need to purchase from the grid, resulting 
in lower energy costs. Evance have over 
1,600 number R9000 wind turbines 
installed in the UK.

Lely-Aircon is huge in the agri sector 
with a turnover of over 600 million last 
year, their turbine’s ace, other than its 
german build quality, is it’s virtual total 
lack of noise, being unaudible at 70 
meters away.

 On a 6.5 m/s wind site, an Evance  
5kW turbine can produce 18000 units 
every year, generating an annual tax-free 
income of £6,300.

 On a 6.5 m/s wind site, Lely-Aircon’s 
10kW turbine can produce 31,000 units 
yearly, generating an annual tax-free 
income of £10,850.

 Above examples are based on the 

pence per unit currently being paid, also 
all energy produced being used on site. 

decrease.
As the average cost of installation for 

Evance R9000s is £28,000, including 
VAT, Lely-Aircon 10kW turbines, 
which cost £66,000 inclusive of VAT 
these turbines could effectively pay for 

year manufacturer’s warranty; as part of 
installation costs, West Coast Energee 
will include insurance for such issues 
as damage caused by adverse weather 
conditions, loss of earnings and technical 

both turbines. 
Subject to customers’ provisions of land 

and grid connection points, Evance can 
arrange a free energy model, essentially 
connecting their homes to free electricity. 
Lely-Aircon will be able to discuss lease 

of lease £1,130 monthly over 5 years or 

£665 over 10 years (with 10% deposit).
 West Coast Energee will assist 

customers taking out installation 
packages with applications for planning 
and grid connections.

Imagine looking forward to when the 
wind blows…

Alan Reid MP
will hold a surgery on 

Friday 31 May
Kilmore & Oban Church Centre, 

Glencruitten Road, Oban
10.00am - 11.00am

To make an appointment please phone 
Alan Reid’s office on 01369 704840
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IN A CLASS
OF THEIR OWNIN A CLASS
OF THEIR OWN

The beautiful Isle of Islay on the west 
coast of Scotland, where we are based, 
is renowned for their wonderful clean, 
clear waters and breathtaking scenery.
As a family run business, Islay Crab 
Exports specialise in the supply of high 
quality and mainly locally caught live 
velvet and brown crabs and scallop meat 
throughout Europe. 

5am each morning, lifting their strings 
of pots returning late afternoon. The live 

tanks until it is ready for delivery.

The boats, which have been supplying 
us for many years, work closely with us 
on many new innovations which improve 
catching, storing and holding the live 
product.

Islay Crab Exports and our clients 
continues to develop new and improved 
methods of sustaining the life of the 
product, ensuring optimum quality for the 
consumer. 
Visit our website today islaycrabexports.
co.uk

Do you want your business to be in 
a “Class of Its Own”?   
R A Clement Associates want to help 
you to achieve that goal.
We offer business advice, as well as 

know we can help you.  We just need 
the opportunity to convince you of that 
fact.
Call us and ask one of our 
experienced professionals how we 

free so call now to arrange a meeting.  

It is very easy, just call 01631 562 643 

or 01397 700 171 for Fort William.
New clients also receive free tax 

year so that should add to your peace 
of mind.  See our website, www.
raclement.co.uk for further details.
Whether you are just starting out, 
or are at the helm of a seasoned 
business, we aim to provide you 

planning advice.

Get ready for winter early!
The top stove centre for Oban can help 

everything you will ever need for stoves 
all under one roof with great discounts 
on parts. 
Premier dealers in all top marques 
with brands such as: Jotul, Morso, 
Charnwood, Esse, Ruegg, Stuv, Aga 
and Rayburn.
Oban Stove Centre only deals with 
quality stove manufacturers. Rest 

assured you are buying from an 
experienced family business that 
genuinely has your interest at heart.
Our local shop is based in Oban, 
opposite the Oban Parish Church, turn 
into side street by Horsebox. Located on 
the left by Stoddarts. With many stoves 
on display ranging from traditional, 
contemporary wood/ multi-fuel stoves 
to modern free standing models we will 
have something to suit you. Pop in and 
speak to our experienced, friendly and 
informative staff.

John McLellan is a highly regarded 
independent funeral company based 
in Fort William.
As a privately owned business, John 
McLellans is proud to have served the 
Lochaber Community for 90 years and 
continues to provide the bereaved and 
their families with a compassionate, 
dedicated and professional service.

Dudley Road, Fort William, 
Monday to Friday between 

9am and 5pm, or contact us by phone 
01397 702128 (24hrs) or by email at 

enquiries@johnmclellanfunerals.co.uk.

As a special thank you to the Lochaber Community 
we are offering up to £150 off a GOLDEN CHARTER

prepaid funeral plan till the end of June. 

Choose fencing and dyking specialists that you can trust

• Local, friendly business 
• Over 40 years’ experience
• Experienced and professional approach 
• Cover Argyll and surrounding areas 
• Competitive rates 
• Free estimates and advice 
• All work guaranteed 
• Provide references upon request

Contact Andy on 01369 705 467 or 07899 792 938
Email:  andy.mcnaughton@btinternet.com

26 Clyde Street, Kirn, Dunoon, Argyll and Bute, PA23 8DX
www.mcnaughtonfencing.co.uk

Since being established in 1969, 
McNaughton Fencing & Dyking 
Ltd has been providing Argyll 

class fencing, agricultural and 
forestry services.
McNaughton Fencing& Dking Ltd 
specialise in garden, agricultural, 
forestry and security fencing. We 
are experienced in dry-stone and 
mortar walling and all aspects of 

hard landscaping including paving, 
driveways, stone, block and brick 
work.  
We are membes of Fencing 
Contractors Association and 
Constructionline. 
All work is guaranteed and we 
provide free estimates and advice 
so why not get in touch.

The Argyll Resources Group is 
an established local business
serving the community with SKIP 
Hire for that summer clear out, 
Ready Mix Concrete for your 

and patios, Portable Toilets for 
weddings, Garden parties and 
Events, and Recycling ensuring 
Argyll and Bute play its part in 
helping the environment. The 

business has been built on the 
quality and service provided by 
our friendly and knowledgeable 
staff who takes pride in their work 
and the service they provide. This 
approach really does make Argyll 
Resources a CUT ABOVE THE 
REST. Our number one priority has 
always been and will always be 
Customer Satisfaction.

The Creel
Bar and Beer Garden
• Fantastic Food 
• Live entertainment 
The Creel Bar with its adjoining and 
extensive beer garden offers a relaxing 
atmosphere in  which to enjoy a meal 
or perhaps just a drink or two. The 
garden is a natural suntrap and offers 
a quiet area for customers to have a 
meal, snack or just some drinks.
We take great pride in the quality of our 
beers and of our food served on these 

premises. WI/FI is available throughout 
the hotel and there is SKY TV in both 
of the bar areas.
The Sunday Carvery introduced in 
March 2013 is proving extremely 
popular with as much as you can eat 
2 courses for £9.95 - available last 
Sunday of every month.
Live entertainment (bands) are 
available every weekend.
To Book please phone: 01631 562184
www.woodsidehoteloban.net

Practical help, advice and 
support for new and 
growing businesses
To find out how Business Gateway can help your 
business, contact the local office on 01546 605 459 
or visit www.bgateway.com

Supporters of the Oban Times business pages

Supporting businesses in Argyll and 
Bute – what Business Gateway can do 
for you.
Business Gateway are here to help support 
businesses with quality, practical advice and 
guidance. If you are an existing business 
thinking of expanding into new markets or 
taking on staff, Business Gateway can help.
• A network of experienced business 
advisers who can work with you, in 

Advisers are happy to meet you locally or 
support you by phone or email. 

• Signposting useful contacts and other 
support – helping you identify the right local 
support
• Access to useful guides and document 
templates – covering a wide range of topics 
from legal pro-formas to policy documents 
such as terms and conditions for contracts 
or health and safety policies 

help your business grow including website 
building, social media, online trading and 
book-keeping.

Eric Smith,  A long standing Fellow of 
the Institute of Travel and Tourism in 
the UK, celebrates 40 years in the travel 
business based  in Oban this year.
Eric established “Eric Smith World Travel”  
based in Oban Argyll, in February 1991, making 
them one of the longest established and most 
experienced  Independent Travel agents still 
trading in Scotland.
Eric has seen Thomas Cook, Pickfords Travel 
and  Going Places come and go in Oban, which 
he puts down to  attention to detail and the  trust 
that  he and  Dianne MacColl, who has been the 
manager since the mid nineties , and his staff 
have built up over the years. Diianne has been in 
travel since 1988 , starting her Travel career with 
Eric at Pickfords Travel in George Street, Oban.
Pamela Holland, formerly of Thomas Cook in 
Oban has recently joined to restart her travel 
career at Eric Smith World Travel.

The team has sent literally thousands of  West 
Highlanders all over the world .
 As an independent agent, part of the 
Worldchoice Travel Network group with several 
hundred shops in the UK, they have access 
to prices as good if not better than any other 
high street travel shop, and most online travel 
agencies, and will try to match or beat any 
genuine quote. 
Eric has noticed a huge increase in interest 
in cruising in the last few years and this now 
constitutes a large percentage of the business
“Prices are as low this year as any time in the last 
ten years, if you are considering a cruise this may 
welll be the year to try it”.
For example, they have an Ocean View cabin 
on a 7 night Fjords cruise available at only £399 
from Southampton on 1st June at time of going to 
press, reduced from well over a thousand pounds 
per person.
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ISLANDERS on Mull have 
given their unequivocal backing 
to local councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon as she decides her politi-
cal future.

Suspension 
The move follows councillor 

Devon’s suspension from the 
SNP party, along with 10 of her 
colleagues, after they formed 
a coalition without the pre-ap-

proval of the party’s National 
Executive Committee.

Councillor Devon told a meet-
ing of Mull Community Council 
(MCC) the group believed were 
doing the right thing in talking 

She said: ‘We didn’t get it 
right. 

‘We should have cleared it with 

we have all been suspended.’
Councillor Devon has since 

signed up with the SNP again as 
she would have been unable to 
participate in local discussions 
with other party members if she 
had not but members of MCC 
are urging her to go independ-
ent.

Bert Leitch told councillor 
Devon she worked hard for 

people on Mull and would 
have their support regardless of 
politics.

Independent 
Jim Corbett added: ‘There is 

nobody on Mull who doesn’t 
appreciate how hard you have 
worked. 

‘I’m quite sure you would get 
the votes of Mull.’

While MCC vice chairman 

Calum MacLachlainn said: ‘It 
wouldn’t matter what Mary-
Jean was part of, she would get 
my vote.’

Joanne MacDougall added: 
‘Everyone should be independ-
ent, everyone should have their 
own voice.’

A vote at the meeting showed 
unanimous support for the 
popular local councillor and she 

said: ‘I’m thinking at the mo-
ment, I have had people telling 
me I don’t need hassle from a 
faceless committee.’

Councillor Devon had the 
highest number of votes in her 
ward, Oban South and the Isles. 
A total of 830 voters selected 

-
date while 471 put her as second 
choice and 436 as third.

Islanders unequivocally back suspended local councillor

A WORLD-renowned cellist 
will visit the Isle of Mull as part 
of a 100-venue project to com-
memorate the life of Benjamin 
Britten.

Matthew Barley takes his 
show Around Britten to An 
Tobar in Tobermory on June 
1, the concert will include live 
electronics and visuals.

The tour celebrates 100 years 
since the birth of Benjamin Brit-

classical music as a composer, 
conductor and pianist. 

Mr Barley said. ‘This tour 
combines many of the things I 
love in music: core repertoire, 
commissions, multi-media 
work, education, looking for 
new ways and places to present 
great music, and, of course, 
the extraordinary suites of 
Benjamin Britten. 

‘It will be a great odyssey, 
travelling throughout the 
land with such a wonderful 
programme, meeting so many 
people who would not normally 
hear this music.’

EMERGENCY work has been 
carried out on a medieval 
church on the Isle of Mull which 
has been in a deteriorating 
condition for years.

Kilvickeon Church was built 
on the Ross of Mull in the late 
12th or early 13th century, it is 
dedicated to Ernan, the son of 
Eoghan, who was the nephew 
of Saint Columba.

Only ruins remain of the once 
well used church but certain 
features are still intact, includ-
ing an archway which was the 
entrance to Kilvickeon.

Urgently needed repair work 
has recently been carried out at 
the site by a team of stonema-
sons, headed up by historical 
architect, Krystyna Pytasz of 
Addison Conservation and 
Design.

Historic Scotland granted 
£36,000 to pay for the work to 

protect the most fragile parts 
of the medieval kirk after the 
remaining features were dete-
riorating with exposure to the 
weather.

The group picked out vegeta-
tion and carried out repointing 
with a lime mortar, enduring 
gales and freezing temperatures 
as they worked.

Rosie Burgess, who is work-
ing on the project of improving 
Kilvickeon, said: ‘The work has 
given the old walls a new sense 
of security, inviting interest in 
their unusual construction using 
an opus emplectum technique, 
but with the two external skins 
being effectively a cladding of 
thin, vertically placed stones.  

‘With the support of Biddy 
Simpson, who helps community 
volunteers to formulate and im-
plement ideas to preserve local 
historical features through the 

Adopt a Monument Scheme, 
members of the Ross of Mull 
Historical Centre are now 
considering a second phase of 
the project.  

‘It is hoped this would 
complete the stabilisation of 
the walls and enhance visits to 
the site, not just as a historical 
attraction but for those with 
family interred there.’

Kilvickeon became ruinous by 
1795 but the surrounding burial 
ground continues to serve the 
local community together with 
a new cemetery. 

The site was scheduled as an 
ancient monument in 1999 and 
for the last 10 years an annual 
outdoor service has been held at 
Kilvickeon with the emphasis 
on Gaelic tradition. 

Ideas on how to take 
Kilvickeon forward are now 
being sought from the local 

community. Suggestions so 
far have included information 
panels, benches, improved ac-
cess, an archaeological project 
for school children and a project 
following up family trees.

Ideas are needed by the end 
of May to seek a commitment 
from Historic Scotland, which 
will be able to contribute to the 
funding of the second phase.  

This would allow the time to 

other funders over the coming 
year. The centre has already 
had donations from individuals 
who are keen to see the site 
preserved.

Ideas can be given to Rosie or 
Nigel Burgess on 01681 700509 
or rosie@burgessmull.f9.co.uk, 
you can also contact The Ross 
of Mull Historical Centre on 
01681 700659 or enquiries@
romhc.org.

Kilvickeon’s ancient church 
is focus of emergency care

The burial ground at Kilvickeon on the Ross of Mull.

Annual outdoor service emphasises Gaelic tradition

Cellist to visit Mull as part of 100 venue 
Benjamin Britten travelling tribute

PRIMARY school children on 
Mull have been raising money 
for good causes on the island by 
taking part in a bike ride.

The Isle of Mull Lions an-
nual cycle ride took place last 
weekend with older children 

cycling from Dervaig to Salen 
while younger ones joined at 
Tenga.

Barbara White, from IoM 
Lions, said: ‘Within half an 
hour of the start, the weather 

drizzle, which got stead-
ily heavier as the ride went on.
Were the riders put off with the 
rain? Not at all. 

‘All rode valiantly on, arriving 
at Salen school dripping wet but 
in good spirits. The burgers and 

drinks at the end of the journey 
were greatly appreciated.’

The Isle of Mull Lions wish 
to thank everyone who helped 
with the event. Secondary 
children will be invited to join 
in next year’s event.

The younger children set off from Tenga.

Youngsters raise funds with annual bike ride

THE EIGHTH shout of the year for Tobermory RNLI unusually 
didn’t involve going out to sea.

The volunteer crew were called late last Saturday afternoon 
to provide medical assistance to a man with a leg injury at the 
pontoons in Tobermory.

Crew members treated the man before an ambulance arrived, they 
then assisted ambulance staff in moving the man off the pontoons 
which were being buffeted by a fresh north-easterly wind. 

The man was transferred to the hospital at Craignure for further 
treatment.

TEMPORARY lights warning 
motorists to slow down are to 
be installed outside Bunessan 
Primary School on the Isle of 
Mull.

Argyll and Bute Council are 
to install the electronic lights 
as the existing ones outside the 
school are unreliable meaning 
instead of being limited to 
20mph motorists can travel at 
60mph while children are leav-
ing school.

A contract for maintenance 
of school signs across Argyll 
and Bute had been expected to 
be arranged by mid April with 
work underway by now.

But a spokeswoman for the 
council said: ‘The contract 
has been enhanced to include 
replacing the signs as well as 

later than planned.
‘In the meantime we will put 

in place two temporary elec-
tronic signs outside the school 
which will warn drivers about 
the speed limit and ask them to 
slow down.’

Police on Mull had previ-
ously warned the situation was 
putting the lives of children at 
risk but they could take no ac-
tion as long as the lights failed 
to operate correctly.

FARMS across Scotland are to open their gates to those interested 
in learning about where their food is grown and produced.

Treshnish Farm, at Calgary on the Isle of Mull, will be taking part 
in Open Farm Sunday on June 9.

This annual event, organised by Linking Environment and Farm-
ing (LEAF), showcases British farming and is a chance to show 
support for farmers.

At Treshnish there will be static machinery displays and self 
guided walks with donations going to local charities.

NOTICES informing visiting motorists to the Isle of Mull how to 
drive on single track roads are to be available on board ferries.

that driver notices will be available on ships for motorists to pick 
up.

let visitors know how to deal with passing places, teach courtesy 
in allowing other drivers to pass and consideration for cyclists and 
horse riders.

to drivers waiting to board boats as requested. A previous meeting 
of Mull Community Council heard CalMac were afraid of ‘setting 
a precedent’.

Lifeboat crew come to aid of injured 
man at Tobermory pontoons

Temrorary traffic lights installed at 
Bunessan Primary School

Mull producer joins Open Farm Sunday

Driver information leaflets available

A ROW over sea eagles on Mull 
is raging on despite the offer of 
a sculpture of the birds, which 
sparked the recent controversy, 
now being retracted.

A public debate to decide the 
future of the birds on the island 
will now be organised by local 
councillor Mary-Jean Devon.

At a heated meeting of Mull 
Community Council (MCC) last 
week chairman Steve Willis told 
the group: ‘This subject is so 
controversial that the moment 
we mention it people just explode 
with their own opinions.’

MCC had received an offer of 
a sea eagle sculpture from artist 
Bernard Kramer, to be sited 
at the pier in Craignure. Most 
MCC members had been against 
the idea but offered alternative 
suggestions for the sculpture.

Rory Forrester told the meet-
ing he had heard from a ‘leading 
ornithologist’ who said: ‘There 
are far too many of these birds on 
the island and they are damaging 
the wildlife of the island.’

Mr Forrester added: ‘There is 
a danger that if the community 
council supports something like 
this they could be supporting 
something which, in the long 
run, damages a huge part of 
the economy of the island - the 
wildlife.’

Concerns over the impact sea 
eagles have on lamb numbers 
and farmers’ livelihoods were 
also raised during the discus-
sion.

And Mike Shilson said a 
Dervaig resident had been told 
cutting down a dangerous tree 
in their garden would be illegal 
as there was a sea eagle nest 
nearby.

Secretary John Clare disputed 
much of what was put forward 
and presented an ‘independent’ 
report supporting the island’s 
sea eagle population.

Calum MacLachlainn, vice 
chairman, urged those present to 
stick to the facts. He said: ‘We 
need to move away from the 

ground.
‘We are here as community 

council members not to attack 
each other but to pull together 

so we can have something to be 
proud of.’ 

Mr MacLachlainn also ques-
tioned whether there was a case 
for ‘limiting the number of sea 
eagles’.

The meeting heard the eagle 
sculpture had now been offered 
to Caledonian MacBrayne for 
the ferry terminal in Oban. 

A spokesman said: ‘ We have 
been contacted by Bernard 
Kramer and said that we are not 
adverse to siting a sculpture in 
or around the terminal but have 
asked for more information.’

Details of the public debate, 
to be held in Craignure Village 
Hall, will be available in due 
course.

Sea eagle 
sculpture

Free home safety 
visits from island 
firefighters
FIREFIGHTERS on the Isle of 
Mull are reiterating their call for 
islanders to take up free home 
safety visits.

Fire safety checks are available 
to all residents on the island and 
include help putting 

well as installation of smoke and 
heat detectors.

Willie Hume, watch com-
mander at Tobermory Commu-
nity Fire Station is encouraging 
everyone to take up this free 
offer.

He told last week’s meeting 
of Mull Community Council: 
‘I would love this to go a step 
further - some people still don’t 
know about it - it is a rolling 
programme.’

Mr Hume is also asking that 
if anyone has vulnerable neigh-
bours or relatives they arrange a 
check for them. 

Visits can be made by contact-
ing any member of Scottish Fire 
and Rescue on Mull or phoning 
Mr Hume on 07876161659. 
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

Times Diary

GENERAL                       
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solution
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Down
1 Abominable Snowman (4)
2 Underwater base (6)
3 Shortened first meal (7)
4 Codeine source (5)
5 Field of vision? (6)
6 Designate (8)
11 Shaken (8)
13 As much as you can hold in a hand (7)
15 Dialogue (6)
17 Sign up (6)
18 Character (5)
21 Dirt (4)

Across
7 Communication mast (9,4)
8 A place faraway (8)
9 Press (4)
10 Sentimentally unhappy (7)
12 Normal (5)
14 What to do after the drill has finished (5)
16 Tipsy after seeing tart? (3-4)
19 Just (4)
20 Guidance (8)
22 Plane velocity? (3,10)

A’ BRUIDHINN air rannsachadh ùr air beachdan sòisealta na 
h-Alba, a chaidh fhoillseachadh leis a’ phròiseact Soillse, thuirt 
an t-Àrd-Ollamh Lindsay MacPhàdraig bho Oilthigh Dhùn 
Èideann gum bheil dearbhadh air taic gu math nas fharsainge 
don Ghàidhlig na bha daoine a’ smaoineachadh.   

Thuirt e gum bheil na toraidhean cuideachd a’ dearbhadh gu 
bheil na h-oidhirpean a tha caochladh Riaghaltasan Albannach 
air a dhèanamh air buaidh agus piseach a thoirt air inbhe is cho 
follaiseach agus a tha a’ Ghàidhlig agus, na bheachd-san, faodar 
a ràdh le cinnt gu bheilear a-nise a’ coimhead air Gàidhlig 
mar phàirt cudromach de chultar na h-Alba. Abair naidheachd 
mhisneachail dhan Ghàidhlig agus dhan a h-uile neach a tha a’ 
cumail taic rithe! 

seo agus theagamh gur e fear de na rudan as bunaitiche 
an dearbhadh nach eil ach mu dheich sa cheud de shluagh 
na h-Alba a tha gu tur an aghaidh a’ chànain. Nuair a 
bheachdaicheas sinn air na bheil de choigrich à dùthchannan 
eile a’ fuireach ann an Alba, tha seo sònraichte misneachail. 
Nuair a nochdas càineadh an-dràsta ’s a-rithist air ionmhas a 
bhith ga thasgadh an lùib na Gàidhlig, tha an inbhe a gheibh 
na sgeulachdan sin anns na meadhanan dualach a thoirt a 
chreidsinn oirnn gum bheil a’ mhòr-shluagh nar n-aghaidh, ach 
saoilidh mi gum bheil an rannsachadh seo a’ sealltainn nach 
ann mar sin a tha idir.  

Gun teagamh sam bith tha astar mòr eadar deagh rùn 
agus gnìomh adhartais  agus, ged a tha an taic fharsaing 
seo cudromach agus luachmhor, chan eil e dol a leasachadh 
suidheachadh na Gàidhlig. Cha mhotha na sin a bheir taic 
phoilitigeach is ionmhas poblach ath-bheothachadh a’ chànain 
gu bith leis fhèin, ged a tha an dà rud sin deatamach. Tha feum 
air pòsadh de chaochladh rudan ma tha Gàidhlig dol a gluasad 
air adhart gu neart agus suidheachadh fàis a-rithist, ach ’s e 
creideas dearbhte an t-sluaigh le bhith ga cleachdadh an gnìomh 
as cudromaiche uile gu lèir. Chan urrainnear coire a chur air 
duine sam bith eile airson nach bi sinne a’ bruidhinn ar cànan 
fhèin agus ma nì sinn sin, tha dearbhadh againn gum faigh sinn 
èisteachd agus taic!

THE LATEST results from the much-respected Scottish Social 
Attitudes Survey demonstrate wide ranging support for Gaelic 
in Scotland and project director Professor Lindsay Patterson 
of Edinburgh University said that Gaelic is now regarded as an 
important part of Scottish culture. 

Most Gaels would be of such a view in any case, but it is good 
for others to be so reminded. This report contains a great deal 
of important and encouraging information but perhaps one of 
the most fundamental statistics is the evidence that only around 
10 per cent of the Scottish population does not support Gaelic.  

developers of Gaelic, this should also be a clear guide to policy 
makers at all levels of government in Scotland.
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.
co.uk.

Ceol’s Craic
FOR THEIR
the 2012/13 season, Ceol’s 
Craic and An Lochran are 
working in collaboration 
to provide a programme of 
the best Scottish and Gaelic 
music featuring powerful 
songs of love, lust, passion and 
heartbreak from 7.30pm in the 
CCA, 350, Sauchiehall Street, 
on Saturday May 25. 

Getting the evening 
underway will be the 
responsibility of young 
up-and-coming singer and 
talented clarsach player 
Mischa Macpherson from 
Lewis, currently a student at 
the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland, and, at 8pm, Mod 
Medallist Alasdair Whyte 
will showcase traditional and 
self- penned Gaelic songs 

Over the years Rab Noakes, 
singer songwriter, has col-
laborated with many different 

he will be performing with 
Kathleen MacInnes and 
together they have promised 
a night of ballads, love and 
murder. Highland audiences 
will be well use to hearing 
songs of love but not of 
murder I would suggest! 

More information can be 
found at www.ceolscraic.org 
and for tickets, priced £10 and 
£8, contact the CCA on 0141 
352 4900.  

Children under 14 years of 
age are welcome until 10pm 
and the Ceol’s Craic menu is 
available in the vegetarian 
restaurant from 6pm-8pm for 
£7.50.

Young Traditional 
Musician of the 
Year 2014
THE BBC Radio Scotland 
Young Traditional Musician 
of the Year is now open for 
entries.  

In this, the 14th year of the 
competition, the organisers 
are looking for young 
traditional musicians and 
singers who love to perform.  
To enter, as well as completing 
an application form, entrants 
must forward a 10-minute 
recording of playing and/ 
or singing together with a 
bibliography and a paragraph 
outlining the commitment to a 
career in music.  

Application forms are 
available at www.youngtrad.
co.uk/enter or for more 
information contact the Hands 
Up For Trad website.

Gaelic drama
THE FIRST Gaelic language  

street performing theatre 
company, sonaSonas, will 
be performing on Buchanan 
Street today (Thursday) from 
10am to 4pm.  

The company was formed 
in March 2013 and through 
good humour and irreverent 
entertainment they hope 
to encourage the public to 
enjoy Gaelic in a fun and 
interaction through their play 
titled ‘Independent State of 
Independence’. 

The event is free and open to 
everyone.  

The company will also be 
taking part in the 02 Glasgow 
Mela on Saturday June 15 
and then at the Merchant City 
Festival on Thursday June 27.  

More information on the 
company can be found at 
www.sonasonas.co.uk

Highland Games
SATURDAY June 1 is the 
date of the ‘Friendly Games’, 
the Helensburgh and Lomond 
Highland Games with the 
event starting at 10am.  

With much fun for all the 
family there will be a free 
shuttle bus from the railway 
station or from the pier in 

Diary dates
Thursday May 23: Comunn 
an Taobh an Iar AGM, 
Ellangowan Social Club, 
Milngavie, 7.30pm.
Saturday May 25: Ceol’s 
Craic - see above. British 
Pipe Band Championships, 
Meadow Park, Bathgate, 
West Lothian. Donnie Munro, 
Mauchline - free open air 
concert.
Tuesday May 28: Live 
at the Star, Admiral Bar, 
72 Waterloo Street, 8pm 
- Showcase Concert.
Thursday May 30: Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association 
AGM, Lourdes Secondary 
School, 7.30pm.
Friday May 31: Paisley Mod 
Grand Ball, Glynhill Hotel, 
Renfrew, 7.30pm - dance 
with Deoch’n Dorus. For 
tickets, priced £35, contact 
modphailsig@yahoo.co.uk or 
telephone 07535 514385.
Saturday June 1: Helens-
burgh and Lomond Highland 
Games - see above.

Pub scene
ROBERT Robertson will be 
playing in the Park Bar this 
weekend on  both Saturday 
and Sunday with Eriskay Lilt 
playing there on Friday.  In 
the Islay Inn it will be Gunna 
Sound on Friday and the 
Keelies on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

This week’s flasback photograph shows The Old Road and The New Road, Glencoe, in days gone by. It was submitted by Colin 
Armstrong of Coventry. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. 

Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must 
supply a stamped addressed envelope.

The Old Road and the New Road, Glencoe

Sloppy way of 
handling public 
finances
Sir, 
Someone told me we are in a 
recession. 

So why are perfectly good, 
recently repaired back roads 
in the Appin area being tarred 
and chipped when the surfaces 
of George Street and Corran 
Esplanade, Oban, remain in a 
disgraceful condition?

Someone else told me that 
our noble council had to do this 
work to spend the full budget 
otherwise they won’t get the 
money next year. 

I would have thought that 
sloppy and wicked way of 

have changed by now. It was 
considered crazy when I did 
my National Service. It is not 
appropriate to our times.

Why should families, faced 
with hardship, have to put up 
with politicians and civil servants 
who simply do not understand 
‘no you can’t have it’? Even our 
children and animals grow up 
knowing what that means.

There are two things which 
need saying every day. ‘People 
come before things’ and ‘get the 
money right and quickly’.

Why should there be cut backs 
in care when they are mending 
roads which don’t need mending? 
This is so absurd it is painful to 
write about. 

What else is our council doing 
that doesn’t need doing so that 
they can have the money next 
year. Consider all the other 
councils in the UK, all the 
government agencies, the NHS 
and the Armed Forces. The 
mind boggles. No wonder our 
borrowing is still going up.

If we ran our homes or our 
businesses in this way, we 
would very quickly be in serious 
trouble. Please can we have some 
common sense in our public 

what is right, not just what is 
easy and when we need to save 
we actually do so?
Paul Hart, Port Appin.

Hard act to follow
Sir,
I would like to express my utmost 
disgust at the way in which our 
local Councillor Mary Jean 
Devon and 10 of her colleagues 
have been suspended by a vote 

These councillors were elected 
to represent our interests and, 
although I can’t speak on behalf 
of any of the others, I write 
as just one of many young 
members of the community that 
councillor Devon has been of 
much assistance to with personal 
planning issues. 

She goes well above and 
beyond the call of duty to ensure 
anything possible is done to help 
the people of the island of Mull 

To see her suspended in such 
a way is a great injustice to the 
commitment she shows to her 
post. 

I urge those in control to 
reconsider their position when 
taking into account the effect such 
a rash decision may have on such 
a small, close knit community.
Marion MacLean, Tobermory, 
Isle of Mull.

Committed to 
the service of the 
public
Sir,
I write to you in response to 
the comments attributed to 

councillor Iain MacDonald 
and councillor Donald Kelly 
in last week’s Oban Times/ 
Campbeltown Courier under the 
headline ‘Greed at the root of the 
councils woes’. 

This might be their belief and 
indeed it is always populist to 
malign politicians as greedy, but 
it is not my experience.

volume of work done, in spite 
of unprecedented levels of 
anonymous abuse and pressure 
heaped upon many fellow 
councillors and their families, 
but particularly on Roddy 
McCuish and James Robb. 

I’m sure it would be with a sigh 
of relief that James resigned, 
but it will not be without regret 
because both James and Roddy 
are truly committed to service 
of the people, not only to the 
people who elected them but to 
the whole of Argyll and Bute. 

I look forward to Iain 
MacDonald and Donald Kelly 
matching their example and 
pace to deliver greater value for 
money for the people of Argyll 
and Bute. 
Councillor John Semple.

Not in the            
best interests        
of the public
Sir,
It’s big of Mr Russell to concede 
that ‘the job of the council is one 
for councillors to do’.

It is not for any MSP of any 

members of his own party within 
the council.

Regarding the ‘New Way’, 
it is a way which was there 
before when all councillors were 
involved in the running of the 
council.

Unfortunately because the 
various groups have been 
favouring their own, we now 
have an irreversible ‘make it 
worth my while’ culture with 
protests of public duty being 
drowned out by the sound of tills 
ringing in people’s heads.

If these people are not willing 
to do their job without being 
paid extra then they should step 
down.

Resigning from and joining 
another party to further your 
own ends is not in the best 
interests of the public.
George Doyle, Easdale, by 
Oban.

Sailing on the 
Waverley
Sir,
I write with regard to recent 
events concerning the much 
loved paddle steamer Waverley 
during her visit here from May 
4 to 7. 

I have been a regular passenger 
since she started sailing under 
ownership of the Paddle 
Steamer Society in the 1970s 
and a consistent passenger in 
the Western Isles for the last 20 
years. 

During that time I personally 
do not recall any cruises 
having been cancelled, merely 
the  destination altered due to 
weather conditions as occurred 
on Monday May 6. 

As a veteran of numerous trips 
to Iona, including sailings on 
the King George V, I am well 
aware that passenger transfer 
to small boats in rough seas 
is not a pleasant experience 
and the decision to alter the 
destination would have been 
taken with passenger safety 
paramount. 

Knowing the sound of Iona as I 
do I was actually quite relieved! 

The technical fault on Sunday 

May 5 which necessitated the 
cancellation of both the afternoon 
and evening cruises did not place 
the ship in any danger. However 
under maritime law she  could 
not sail until it was repaired. 

The crew were very apologetic 
and allowed us to dine and use 
all facilities on board which 
most of us did. 

It was clearly announced that 
our tickets could be transferred 
to another cruise at no extra 
expense or refunded. 

I took the trip to Campbeltown 
on Tuesday which was a glorious 
day. The only problem was that 
the local bus company were 
unable to provide an extra coach 
for the return to Oban. 

I will suggest to Waverley 
Excursions that they may wish 
to specify that those wishing to 
book cruises with coach return 
do so in advance. 

Usually Waverley’s visits 
are in lovely weather with no 
problems. Unfortunately this 
was the exception.
Carol Seggie, 54 Lochnell 
Road, Dunbeg, Oban.

Ratty odours waft 
out of Freisdail
Sir,

Having been brought up to 
despise bribery as acceptable 
behaviour when furthering 
one’s aims and ambitions, I was 
furious earlier this month when 
I received a letter from RES 
UK & Ireland, the company 
behind the proposed Freisdail 
Wind Farm in Kintyre offering 
to knock £230 off my electricity 
bill for every year of the wind 
farm’s existence, providing it 
goes ahead. 

This would be part of its 

that also includes a generous 
annual payment in favour of the 
local community to spend as 
they please.

There are few households 
who would not welcome such a 
windfall, given the soaring price 
of electricity, due in no small 
part to the consumers’ obligation 
to fund the high subsidies award 
to the wind farm developers. 

These are the same who 
pursue their depredations 
around the countryside with 
the government’s’ blessing. But 
before we succumb to a surfeit 
of sycophancy and gratitude 
over such unbounded generosity, 

out the ratty odours wafting out 
of Freisdail.

fundamentally depends on the 
Freisdail project getting planning 
permission and for some time 
those pesky objectors have been 
letting their views be heard.

What has to be clearly 
understood from the outset is that 
the proposed wind farm, should 
it go ahead, would be one of the 
most obtrusive among the many 
Argyll wind farms that already 
industrialise our horizons and 
most treasured vistas. 

There will be adverse 
implications for tourism, 
wildlife, biodiversity and quality 
of life for those who live in the 
vicinity. 

The value of their houses 
will plummet, as has been well 
documented elsewhere. Most 

the project is weak because 
wind power is unreliable, 
unecomomic without subsidies 
and government favours and 
ultimately unsustainable. 

Information reaches us 
that opposition to Fresdail is 
considerable.

RES, no doubt, will be hoping 
to mitigate matters by appealing 
to the community through the 

power of their very considerable 

stay the hand of those who would 
otherwise object to the planning 
application. 

They might even get some 
letters of support. But I cannot 
get that word `bribery’ out my 
head.
Neil Duncan, Tarbert.

Scottish Peers and 
independence
Sir,
A few months ago I read in a 
national newspaper that Scottish 
Peers in the House of Lords cost 
the Scottish Taxpayer £8.7m per 
year. 

The House of Lords is an 
unelected body and as the 
taxpayer pays their wages, I 
think it is reasonable there should 
be a debate in the country and 
the Scottish Parliament before 
the vote on the independence 
referendum. 

The Scottish peers are on record 
as being anti-independence, pro 
trident and can do nothing about 

we could have an all party of 
MSP Committee to examine 
same?
William G S Todd, Stirling.

Payment initiative 
welcomed
Sir,
I warmly welcome a new 
initiative to speed up payments 
to contractors working on public 
sector construction projects, 
announced by the Scottish 
Government recently. 

It follows closely on the heels 
of a report issued by the Scottish 
Building Federation in March 
which found an overwhelming 
majority of Scottish construction 

with late payments in the past 12 

owed in the region of £90,000 in 
unpaid overdue invoices.

Through a pilot of ring-
fenced project bank accounts, 
I am delighted the Scottish 
Government’s Construction 
Procurement Review has 
responded so swiftly to an 
issue which we have previously 
warned has reached epidemic 
proportions. 

Through initiatives such as 
these, the public sector can 
hopefully lead by example and 
help ensure prompt payment to 
building contractors. 

In addition, a harder line 
needs to be taken with those that 
persistently fail to pay their bills 
on time and to crack down on 
unnecessarily lengthy payment 
terms.
Michael Levack, Executive 
Director, Scottish Building 
Federation. 

Four course classic
Sir,
My love of golf has been at 
the heart of my career and has 
helped me carry on even when 
the going gets tough. 

Now I’m writing to ask other 
golfers to put their own love of 
the game to the test. 

The Four Course Classic will 
see teams of four golfers make 
the most of the longest day of the 
year on Friday June 21 by taking 
on an epic challenge, teeing off 
at sunrise to play 72 holes in just 
16 hours. 

It’s a fantastic opportunity 
to explore four different 
courses while fundraising 
for the Muscular Dystrophy 

visit fourcourseclassic.co.uk or 
call 02078 034824.

Sam Torrance OBE.

PITCH lining at Fort 
William FC’s ground has 
fallen somewhat short of the 
standard required, it would 
appear.

the pitch last Wednesday and 
found the white markings 
laid down were ambiguous, 
to say the least.

Manager Danny Conlon 
said: ‘Can we please get 
that guy breathalysed after 
Claggan park was lined 
yesterday. We have no game 
this weekend, thank God!’

Breathalysers for 
groundsmen?

The daily treadmill has new meaning
DIARY suffers as much as anyone else from the effects of sitting 
at a desk all day – feeling less than svelte and a bit lazy.

We, as much as everyone else, keep swearing that we’ll do 
more exercise but never quite get round to it.

Thankfully, our trusty friends on the other side of the Atlantic 
have come up with an innovative solution: a treadmill desk. 

Yep, you heard right, lose the seat, get on your feet and walk 
as you write, make phone calls and send emails. We can just 
imagine how much that would improve Monday mornings.

It has been a long road
IT IS easy to criticise government agencies for inaction but credit 
should be given when it listens to people and carries out their 
wishes.

This is no more obvious than in the case of the A82, the west 
Highland artery to the central belt, which takes on the guise of a 
third-world dirt track after every spring thaw.

News this week that the Pulpit Rock project will get underway 
next month - without a complete closure for 14 weeks - will be 
welcomed by anyone who uses the route. 

This is not to say this news has been delivered quickly; we have 
been waiting a long time to hear it. But with politicians banging 
on about budget pressures and austerity, it is pleasing to see 
money invested for long-term gain.

 The same will be said by many about the £5.5m contract to 
construct the Crianlarich bypass going out to tender.

This project has not received universal backing. The Crian-
larich into Action (CiA) group was established when the bypass 

And while the wheels of government moved slowly to formulate 
a plan for the route, CiA should be applauded for its foresight in 
using this time to create its own plans.

Both projects, however, are a nod from a central-belt govern-
ment to the importance of the west Highlands in an economically 
healthy Scotland.

Sea eagle opinions flying around
A ROW over sea eagles may be raging on Mull but the issue 
could potentially cause the ‘explosion of opinion’, that Mull 
Community Council chairman Steve Willis predicted, all over 
the Highlands and Islands.

Love it or loathe it, the sea eagle seems to have found a home 
in this area and will probably be causing ‘debates’ for years to 
come .
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TWENTY  YEARS AGO May 27 1993

Colonel Brian Hume lays the wreath from the Canadian Royal Air 
Force. 20_f21pilot06

CANADA and Scotland joined 
hands last Thursday to remember 

into a Lochaber mountainside.

MacDonnell was on a 

reconnaissance mission on May 

t-Suidhe near Fort William.

21-year-old was killed, military 
and civic representatives laid 
wreaths beside a new memorial 
laid in his honour at Glen Nevis 
Visitor Centre.

Inverlochy piper Ewen 
MacQueen played ‘The Floo’ers 

‘The Last Post’ at the solemn 
ceremony, which was repeated 

Smithers, British Columbia.

Society chairman Robert 

memorial, the occasion  was a 
special moment.

He told The Oban Times : ‘It 

here today and it makes me 
very proud. In Canada they are 

ceremony at 2pm their time at 
Smithers public park memorial.’

the commemoration, Prime 

Donald MacDonnell had made 

Nevis Visitor Centre to mark the 

‘I would like to express my 

perish are a tribute to the deep 

his native land, you have opened 
your hearts to his memory and 

those who wish to pay their 

out.
He said: ‘About 125,000 

Canadian airmen served in the 

17,000 Canadian airmen who 

national treasures is one that 

‘Without the spirit 
demonstrated by you and the 

sustainable.’
Smithers’ representative 

in the Canadian Parliament, 
Nathan Cullen MP, said in 
a letter to Mr Cairns: ‘Your 

we made to our veterans that, 

‘This commemoration means 
a tremendous amount to me 
and to my home community in 
Smithers, British Columbia.’

Also by letter, The Queen’s 
diary secretary Helen Cross said 
the monarch ‘was touched’ to 
receive an invitation to attend 
and had read the historical 

interest’ but was unable to attend 
as she was already committed on 
May 16. 

By 
snnorris@obaantimes.co.uk

Canada and Scotland unite 
to remember brave airman

Above: Lochaber Archaeological Society chairman Robert Cairns 
was a proud man after the plaque unveiling. 20_f21pilot08 

Left: A Royal Navy helicopter did a special fly past over the crash site 
and the new memorial. 20_f21pilot09

Emotional moment: Marnie 
Mortimer travelled with 

husband John from Belfast for 
the ceremony. 20_f21pilot01

RAF Lossiemouth station commander Wing Commander John 
Nixon reads out the letter from Canadian Prime Minister Stephen 

Harper. 20_f21pilot07

John Whyte, right, and Donald Cameron of Lochiel listen as 
Inverlochy piper Ewen MacQueen plays ‘The Floo’ers o’ the 

Forest’.  20_f21pilot03

Provost of Lochaber Councillor Allan Henderson lays a wreath on 
behalf of Highland Council. 20_f21pilot04

Mark McCann lays the Royal British Legion Scotland wreath at the 
new memorial. 20_f21pilot05

A charity that helps people who are recovering from mental illness make their way back into the 
community has praised the support it has received since setting up its first base in the Western 
Isles. Helping Penumbra build for the future are, front row, Neil MacKinnon and Wendy Spencer 
with, back row, Archie MacMillan, Calum Kerr, Donnie Morrison and Murdo Nicholson. t21twenty05

Children at Dalmally Primary School have been growing trees to create their own ‘wildwood’ 
in the school grounds and the area has just been fenced with material donated by the Forestry 
Commission. Pictured with some of the native trees they are planting are Graham MacDonald, 

nine, and Darren Docherty and Richard Mutter, both 10, while the rest of the primary five, six and 
seven pupils look on. t21twenty01

Dalmally children plant woodland

Bungee jumper Allan MacDougall hands over a £530 cheque to representatives of Soroba Young 
Family Group (SYFG). With him are Alyson Clarke and her daughter Jade who both collected 

sponsor money for Allan, and Susan Moore, SYFG’s development worker. t21twenty02

An 11-year-old Strontian 
Primary School pupil has 
designed a new logo for 

his school. Angus Ogilvie’s 
circular design has been 

printed on school sweatshirts 
and bears the name Bun Sgoil 
Shron an t-sithein - Strontian 
Primary. The budding artist’s 
winning logo depicts the two 
highest peaks in the Strontian 
area - Donald’s Peak and The 

Girl’s Peak. t21twenty04

national Sunday newspaper.

title. 

subpostmaster Colin Galbraith 

Caledonian McBrayne skipper jobs are in great demand as the 
men can spend half of their time at sea and half on land with their 

families. Skipper Colin Billimore, right, with chief engineer Bob 
Wallace, second mate Charlie McCurdy and third mate Cameron 

MacLeod. t21twenty06

Lynne Galbraith presented the cheque to Emma and Lisa, who 
accepted it on behalf of their mum Marie Cunningham. t21twenty03

Western Isles’ support praised

New

Strontian
school
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Promote your business to over 
40,000 readers with The Oban Times.

Tel: 01631 568000

Central Heating Systems • Underfloor Heating
Oil Fired • Natural Gas • LPG • Solid Fuel

Complete Bathrooms supplied & fitted 
New Build and Complete House Renovations

Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens • Joiner & Electrical work

Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512 
Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

1st Choice

Slating

Tiling

Chimney Work
Roughcasting

Leadwork

Cement Work

Flat Roofs Repaired 
or Replaced 

General Building Repairs 
and Maintenance

Insurance Work 
and

Storm Damage

Guttering Repaired 
or Replaced

Velux Windows Supplied 
and Fitted

Moss Removal 
on Roof and 

Garages

TILE SEAL
Roofing and UPVC specialists

* Roof cleaning and coating * Wall 
cleaning and coating * UPVC roof line * All 
aspects of flat roofing work * Slating, Tiling 

& UPVC Windows and doors.

10 year guarantee 
on all work

Tel: 0141 530 9855 or 
Email: info@tile-seal.com

*30% off all work for this month only

30%
OFF*

WANTED

All types of light commercial vans, pickups, etc.. 
We also buy rough or high mileage, non-runners 

considered. Also all types of 4x4 vehicles, land 
rover, Toyota, etc…

Telephone 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

Thistle Road Stone Limited is offering a 

40% discount 
on all block paving and tarmacadam work undertaken in 

the next 28 days while stocks last

01506 637552 or mobile 07876261385 (Tony) or go to
www.thistleroadstone.co.uk

All our work is guaranteed for 5 years... and guaranteed to beat any genuine quote. 

 A.W. R. 
AYRSHIRE WINDOW REPAIRS

WE REPAIR…
Failed & Misted Windows, Broken Handles & Hinges

 Windows Resealed, Conservatory & Patio Door Repairs.

Tel. 01560 320999 Mob. 07950 519495
www.windowrepairsayrshire.com
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A KINLOCHLEVEN boxing club which was recently the 
victim of a theft raised nearly £200 for its upcoming home 
show with a car boot sale.

Claymores Amateur Boxing Club had alcohol and a small 
amount of cash stolen from its gym just weeks before host-
ing a Scotland vs England match up on June 15.

Stalls offering homebaking, clothes, toys and DVDs were 
put up outside the club gym, and despite the weather a 
number of locals came down to join the fun. Face painting 
and a barbeque were also on offer.

Club head coach Martin Glenesk said the local community 
had offered support to the club following the theft.

He said: ‘We are really starting to come together as a club. I 
mean as a whole, not just the boxers but the boxers’ families 
and friends and the communities around the area. 

‘We have had offers of help and donations from Onich, 
Duror and Glencoe, including sponsors for bouts at our next 

‘The whole of the Nether/South Lochaber area has been 
brilliant and I would like to thank everybody for their help 
and continued support.’

The alcohol stolen had been saved up to stock the bar at 
the show, with Mr Glenesk estimating the value of the drink 
taken was around £1,000.

LOCHABER’S derby match 
against Fort William at Spean 
Bridge this weekend has been 
thrown into doubt after a 
disagreement over when the 
match should be played.

A decision was made at the 
start of the season to play the tie 
this Sunday, but at the start of 
the month Fort William asked 
for the game to be moved to a 
more usual Saturday slot.

But Lochaber were not happy, 
saying some of their players 
were not available to play in the 
relegation battle on Saturday.

A FORMER Caol man was 
caught in possession of stolen 
goods following a police 
investigation into a series of 
thefts in Lochaber last year.

Dean Conn, pled guilty to 
reset of laptop and three cash 
boxes at 82 Kilmallie Road on 
February 13 last year. 

Police launched the 
investigation following thefts 
from Banavie quarry and 
Hawco car garage in Caol and 
gained a search warrant for 
Conn’s house.

Procurator Fiscal Alison 
Wylie said: ‘The items were 
recovered from his premises a 
number of days after they were 
taken.’

Conn, of 10 Dunbeath Court, 
Coatbridge, was sentenced to 
carry out 100 hours of unpaid 
work in the next three months. 

The unemployed 23-year-old 
had been accused of carrying 
out the thefts but the Crown 
accepted his guilty plea to the 
lesser charge.

Trial postponed 
after witness     
fails to attend
THE TRIAL of a Fort William 
woman accused of making 
a racist comment towards 
another woman in the town was 
postponed on Monday after an 
essential Crown witness was not 
present.

Procurator Fiscal Alison 
Wylie said the witness in the 
trial of Alexandra McIssac, did 
not live in Lochaber and had 
only been informed of the trial 
date on Saturday.

McIssac, of 33 Wallace Place, 
denies acting in a racially 
aggravated manner by shouting 
and swearing at the woman and 
uttering a racist comment at 
Wallace Place on November 24.

The 38-year-old is now set 
to stand trial at Fort William 
Sheriff Court on June 4.

Drink driving charge denied
A LOCHABER Rugby Club player has denied 
driving near the clubhouse while almost twice 
the legal alcohol limit.

Pawel Fronczek, of Drim Sallie Mill, 

in the Moorings Hotel car park in Banavie on 
April 21. The 32-year-old’s case is set to go to 
trial, with a further hearing set for June 4.

Man accused           
of shouting
racist abuse
A CORPACH man has appeared 
in court from custody accused 
of shouting racist abuse at a 
man at Corpach Basin.

John MacKenzie is also 
accused of driving while nearly 
three and a half times the legal 
alcohol limit on the A830 and at 
Corpach Basin. 

Both the alleged incidents 
occurred on Saturday May 18.

MacKenzie, of 17 Clerk Drive, 
made no plea and the case was 
continued to a further hearing 
on June 4. 

The 59-year-old was released 
on bail under conditions not to 
approach the alleged victim.

A FORMER ScotRail employee drunkenly head butted a 
cleaner at Fort William Railway Station who he thought had 
taken his job.

Alan Tomlin admitted assaulting the man at around 
10.30pm on October 26, two months after the 48 year-old 
lost his position as station maintenance operator.

Tomlin had held the post as an agency worker for a year. 
When it was advertised as a permanent position, he applied 
but was not offered the job.

After getting off the train from Glasgow, Tomlin spotted 
the victim and shouted at him before head butting him. The 
incident was caught on the station’s CCTV.

Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie said: ‘He spoke to police 
and admitted having a drink in him. He said he basically lost 
it because the victim had taken his job.’

Sheriff Noel McPartlin ordered Tomlin, of 7 Camanachd 
Crescent, to carry out 80 hours of unpaid work in the com-
munity.

No insurance to 
cover test drive
A BANAVIE man who 
neglected to get insurance 
before taking a car for a test 

given six penalty points.
Jonathan Bovill, of 

Camhanaich, was spotted 
driving the Peugeot 306 on 
North Road, Fort William, on 
October 17 by police, who ran a 
check on the car and discovered 
it was not insured.

The 23-year-old offshore 
worker told Fort William Justice 
of the Peace Court he was 
insured on his mother’s car, 
but had expected Pawel Zal, 
who was selling the car, to have 
sorted cover for the Peugeot.

Defending Bovill, Hamish 
Melrose said: ‘He assumed the 
vehicle would be insured for 
someone to test drive it. It was 
a wrong assumption, but an 
understandable one.’

Zal, of 168 Kilmallie Road, 
admitted allowing Bovill to test 
the car without checking his 
insurance details and was also 

points.
The 30-year-old mechanic’s 

solicitor Stephen Kennedy said 
it was ‘wholly unrealistic’ to 
expect the seller to sort out 
insurance. 

He said: ‘Mr Zal 
understandably assumed 
anybody wishing to drive 
a private vehicle would put 

JOURNALIST and broadcaster 
Muriel Gray launched the second 
Wild Lochaber Festival in her 
own inimitable style at Ben 
Nevis Distillery in Fort William 
on Friday evening.

Ms Gray, whose 1991 TV 
series The Munro Show saw 
her clamber up Lochaber’s best 
known peaks, is a frequent 
visitor to the area. So when 
festival organisers invited her to 
be guest of honour, 54-year-old 
Ms Gray was delighted to accept. 
She told The Oban Times: ‘I am 

Lawyer’s surgery delays trial
THE TRIAL of a Banavie man accused of 
stealing from the BSW sawmill in Corpach 
has been postponed due to his lawyer having 
surgery on his wisdom tooth.

Darren Woods, of 9 Crown Cottages, denies 

The 42-year-old is now due to stand trial at 
Fort William Sheriff Court on June 18.

ROY Bridge’s new café and 

opened last week, with a number 
of locals gathering to see village 
priest Father Tom Wynne cut the 
ribbon.

The Cup ‘n’ Cake Coffee Shop, 
an extension to Roy Bridge 
Stores, was packed out with lo-
cal schoolchildren also attending 
the ceremony.

P7 pupil Catriona Sutherland’s 

design for a logo for the café 
was chosen as the winner and 
she helped Father Wynne cut the 
ribbon.

Father Wynne said: ‘The café 
also includes two public toilets, 

ever had this, and this will be 

the area.  Already it is becoming 
a favourite place for locals for 
afternoon tea.’

THE £5.5 million contract to construct the 
Crianlarich bypass on the A82 has been put 
out to tender, with work expected to start 
this summer.

Construction, RJ McLeod, I&H Brown and 
Graham Construction - will bid to carry out 
the work, with construction work expected 
to last around 12 weeks.

Scottish Transport Minister Keith Brown 
said: ‘Our recognition of the A82 as a vital 

economic and social lifeline means, through 
local consultation, we have developed a 
programme of road closures that will have 
less impact on road users, local residents, 
businesses and visitors. 

Vital
‘Connecting businesses and communities 

in the Highlands and Islands with the central 
belt is vital to the area’s future prosperity. 

residents with less noise and congestion in 

the village, whilst road users can avoid the 
current delays experienced at the junction 
where the A82 meets the A85.

‘The work we are doing along this vital 
route will lead to improved road safety and 
journey time reliability and meet the needs 
of business, communities and visitors.’

Transport Scotland has also announced 
Halcrow Fairhurst Joint Venture will start 
design work on the Tarbet to Inverarnan 
upgrade later this month.

Muriel Gray launches the Wild Lochaber Festival at Ben Nevis Distillery on Friday night. Committee 
member Ian MacLeod helps get the message across. 20_f21wild01

Father Tom Wynne and local girl Catriona Sutherland officially 
open Cup ‘n’ Cake. 

hugely delighted to be involved 
in something that aims to bring 
in people to this incredibly 
beautiful area.

‘Lochaber has absolutely 
everything - the beaches, the 
scenery, the mountains - from 
Glencoe to the Small Isles we 
have it all. 

‘I’ve been coming here since 
I was a child and even did a 
summer job as a waitress in the 

Alexandra Hotel. I absolutely 
loved it and that sold the deal for 
me. I have a very close bond with 
Lochaber and its people, so much 

when I get dragged home.’
Festival committee member 

Ian MacLeod, from South 
Laggan near Invergarry, said 
the eight-day event was all about 

outdoor destination.
The wildlife guide and semi-

professional photographer told 
The Oban Times: ‘Scottish 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Natural Heritage has launched 
its ‘Big 5’ animals as a must see 
in the Year of Natural Scotland.

‘They are the red squirrel, red 
deer, golden eagle, common seal 
and the otter. Mull and Speyside 
have some - but Lochaber has 
them all.’

The eight day festival, an 
Outdoor Capital of the UK event, 
ends on Saturday.

For programme details visit 
ht t p://www.outdoorcapital.
co.uk/whats-on/wild-lochaber-
festival-2013.

Speaking on Monday, Lochaber 
manager Callum Cameron said: 
‘We have quite a few players 
who have made arrangements 

very last minute.
‘Our position is that we’re not 

available for the Saturday.’
Moved

Fort William chairman Richard 
Gall told The Oban Times his 
club asked for the game to be 
moved to Saturday a number 
of weeks ago as some of their 
players are not available on a 
Sunday.

The Camanachd Association 
agreed to reschedule the game for 

complaint from Lochaber.

Torquil Macleod said the CA 
did not have the power to force 
teams to play on Sundays and 
that the two clubs had arranged 

He said: ‘We look to give at 
least seven days notice and that’s 
what we’ve done here. 

‘I can understand the 
frustration but there’s not much 
we can do.’

Lochaber’s the 
place to be: Muriel’s 
festival message

Father Wynne opens 
new café and toilets

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
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Boxing club bounces 
back with car boot sale

Former ScotRail  
worker admits assault

Caol man 
had stolen 
goods in 
his house

Match date row throws doubt 
over local shinty derby

Crianlarich bypass contract put out 
to tender: work to start this summer 

motive
6kW—600kW WIND TURBINE SPECIALISTS

Monday 27th May 
Anntalla Community Hall
Isle of Tiree
6pm — 9pm 

Wednesday 29th May 
Craignure Village Hall
Isle of Mull
6pm — 9pm 

Thursday 30th May 
Coll Community Hall
Isle of Coll
6pm — 9pm 

THE UK’S LEADING MANUFACTURER OF 
HIGH PERFORMANCE WIND TURBINES

WINDCROFTING PACKAGES FOR
INVESTMENT FREE TURBINES

CONNECT & PROTECT

FIND OUT MORE RENEWABLE ENERGYSPECIALISTS

Cairton Road, Boyndie Drome,  Banff
Aberdeenshire AB45 2LR Tel: 01261 843537
Email: info@motive-services.com

6kW—600kW WIND TURBINE SPECIALISTS



14 LEISURE Thursday 23 May, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

THURSDAY - May 23
9am, Ramblers Scotland Glen Noe walk, meet Ballachulish tourist info or 9.30am at 
Oban’s Longsdale Road car park.
9am, Sugarpaste Craft, An Roth, Craignure, Mull.
11am, Coffee morning, St John’s Cathedral, Oban.
2pm and 6pm, Open week at Oban Bowling Club, Dalriach Road, Oban.
11.30pm, Skipinnish Thursday night disco, Oban.

FRIDAY - May 24
11am, Coffee morning, St John’s Cathedral, Oban.
11am, Arts and crafts producers’ market, Bunessan Hall, Mull.
2pm, Open week at Oban Bowling Club, Dalriach Road, Oban.
2.30pm, Exclusive distillery tour, Oban Distillery.
7.30pm, Abba sing-a-long with Sequence, Rugby Club, Oban.
7.30pm, Best of the West, Corran Halls, Oban.
8pm, Ceol an Aire album launch, Skipinnish Ceilidh House, Oban.
9pm, Oban Mic Night, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
9.30pm, Blair McLeod, Markie Dan’s, Oban.

SATURDAY - May 25
10am, Open week at Oban Bowling Club, Dalriach Road, Oban.
10.30am, Great Scottish Tapestry viewing, Port Appin Hall.
11am, Flower Festival, Kilmore Church, Dervaig, Mull.
11.30am, Taynuilt Primary School car boot sale, auction mart, Dalmally.
12pm, Oban sevens rugby tournament, Glencruitten, Oban.
1pm, Kilmartin Gala Day.
2.15pm, Roller disco, Atlantis Leisure, Oban.
7.30pm, Ceòl ‘s Craic and An Lòchran, CCA, Glasgow.
7.30pm, Best of the West, Corran Halls, Oban.
8.30pm, Scottish Show, Royal Hotel, Oban.
8.30pm, Nuala Kennedy and AJ Roach, An Tobar, Tobermory, Mull. 
9pm, Psychedelic 60’s night, Paparazzi, Oban.
9.30pm, C-Red, Markie Dan’s, Oban.

SUNDAY - May 26
Sounding Dunadd walk, Kilmartin Museum.
9.30am, Ramblers Scotland Glencoe walk, meet Glencoe Village car park.
10am, Charity car boot sale, Coop car park, Oban.
10am, Open week at Oban Bowling Club, Dalriach Road, Oban.
11am, Lip na Cloiche charity opening, near Ulva Ferry, Mull.
1pm, Mary’s Meals open day, Craig Lodge, Dalmally.
2.30pm, Producers’ market, Dervaig Hall, Mull.
2.30pm, Live accordion music, Tartan Tavern, Oban.
7pm, Carvery, Pennyghael Community Centre, Mull.
9.30pm, Pub quiz, Markie Dan’s, Oban.

MONDAY - May 27
11am, Lip na Cloiche charity opening, near Ulva Ferry, Mull.
12pm, Teddy Bear’s picnic, Old Byre, Dervaig.
Flower show, Craignure Village Hall, Mull.
2.30pm, Live accordion music, Tartan Tavern, Oban.
8pm, Raymond Scott, Mull Theatre, Tobermory, Mull.

TUESDAY - May 28
1.30pm, Musical Memories, Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban.
8pm, Platero, Victory Hall, Benderloch.
8pm, Raymond Scott, Bunessan Hall, Mull.
8.30pm, Scottish Show, Royal Hotel, Oban.

WEDNESDAY - May 29
11am, Cafe, Bunessan Hall, Mull.
2pm, Ardmore shore walk, meet Ardmore Forest car park, near Tobermory, Mull.
Basil Forgrieve, Royal Hotel, Oban.
7.30pm, Melfort Ukuleles, Kilmelford Village Hall.
8pm, Platero, Mull Theatre, Tobermory, Mull.

THURSDAY - May 30
10am, Ramblers Scotland Kinlochleven walk, meet Glencoe Village car park.
11am, Coffee morning, St John’s Cathedral, Oban.
11.30pm, Skipinnish Thursday night disco, Oban.
1.30pm, Mull Musical Minds, An Roth, Craignure, Mull.
6.30pm, Two performances of Blàr will take place at Bowmore Hall, Islay on 30 May at 
6.30pm, Blàr, Bowmore Hall, Islay.
7.30pm, Mull Through the Lens, Dervaig Church Hall, Mull.
8.30pm, Blàr, Bowmore Hall, Islay.

FRIDAY - May 31
11am, Coffee morning, St John’s Cathedral, Oban.
12pm, Organ recital, Kilmore Church, Dervaig, Mull.
2.30pm, Exclusive distillery tour, Oban Distillery.
7.30pm, Tremble, Mull Theatre, Tobermory, Mull.
7.30pm, Peter Jagger, Victory Hall, Benderloch.
9pm, Oban Mic Night, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
9.30pm, Sandra MacBeth, Markie Dan’s, Oban.

SATURDAY - June 1
8.30am, Ramblers Scotland Ardnamurchan walk, meet Corran ferry slip for 8.45am 
sailing.
11am, Stramash fun day, Hilltops, Oban.
12pm, Skiff regatta, Ellenabeich, Seil.
3pm, Bring and buy sale, Dervaig Hall, Mull.
7.30pm, Skiff ceilidh, Seil Hall.
8.30pm, Matthew Barley, An Tobar, Tobermory, Mull.
9.30pm, Crooked Reel, Markie Dan’s, Oban.

SUNDAY - June 2
Skiff regatta, Ellenabeich, Seil.
2pm, Summer fete, Garmony House, Mull.
2.30pm, Live accordion music, Tartan Tavern, Oban.
9.30pm, Pub quiz, Markie Dan’s, Oban.

THE OBAN TIMES 
FREE EVENT LISTING

Send your events to whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

Rohan Kilkenny from East Lothian en-
joyed a day out with the family. 06_a21food14

THE 21st Loch Fyne Food Fair enjoyed 
one of its busiest weekends as thousands 
of people from across Scotland and further 

-
nual event.

theme as artisan food producers and top 

Martin Shananhan from Fishy Fishy in 
Kinsale joined Loch Fyne Oyster Bar’s 
consultant chef Roy Brett in cooking up a 
storm on Saturday in a meal that celebrated 
the culinary connections between the two 
countries. Sally Barnes from Woodcock 
Smokery and representatives from West 

food marquee.
The Irish ‘foodies’ joined the Food from 

Argyll food producers including Winston 

in the main food tent.

Sumsion from the business said: ‘It was one 
of our busiest events yet. We were lucky 
with the weather as we had a bubble of dry 
weather when everywhere else was pretty 
miserable.’

Loch Fyne Food Fair also acted as a 
fundraiser for Inveraray and Dunoon pipe 
bands as they manned the car parking area 

opened a stall selling refreshments. Young-

‘crafty cocktails’ to raise funds for Shelter.
Janis Lacis, Elsie Adam and Liz Reynolds were kept busy manning the Loch Fyne Oysters stall. 06_a21food09

Sally Barnes from the West Cork Food Fair held a table talk session at the 
food fair on Sunday. Sally who runs Woodcock Smokery in Cork spoke about 

her work with wild salmon and mackerel. 06_a21food01
The Camans from Inveraray entertained revellers at the food fair on Sunday afternoon. 06_a21food02

Tayvallich artist Susan Berry displayed a range of her paintings and prints in the 
craft tent. 06_a21food04

Right - 
Beithean Oxland and Maya 

Ferrari from Strachur Primary 
School launched their Crazy 

Kids Cocktails stall at the food 
fair. The youngsters made 
a range of juice drinks for 

thirsty revellers in a bid to raise 
money for homeless charity 

Shelter. 06_a21food11

Left - Brothers Benjamin and Oliver Mason 
enjoyed the bouncy castle and children’s 

attractions at the fair.  06_a21food05

Claire Gilbert, Tom Gilbert and Matthew Houston from Taynuilt strolled around 
the food and craft tents at the fair in Cairndow. 06_a21food03

Above -
Rhia Patrick from the Real MacKay Stovie 

Company served up comfort food to 
revellers. 06_a21food17

21st Loch Fyne Food Fair
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• Star Trek into Darkness (12A) 
When the crew of the Enterprise 
is called back home, they find an 
unstoppable force of terror from 
within their own organization has 
detonated the fleet and everything 
it stands for, leaving our world in 
a state of crisis. With a personal 
score to settle, Captain Kirk leads 
a manhunt to a war-zone world 
to capture a one man weapon of 
mass destruction. As our heroes 
are propelled into an epic chess 
game of life and death, love will be 
challenged, friendships will be torn 
apart, and sacrifices must be made 
for the only family Kirk has left: his 
crew. 
• 21 and over (15) 
Straight-A college student Jeff Chang 
has always done what’s expected of 
him. But when his two best friends 
Casey and Miller surprise him with a 

visit for his 21st birthday, he decides 
to do the unexpected for a change, 
even though his critical medical 
school interview is early the next 
morning. 
• The Great Gatsby (12A) 
An adaptation of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s 
Long Island-set novel, where 
Midwesterner Nick Carraway is lured 
into the lavish world of his neighbour, 
Jay Gatsby. Soon enough, however, 
Carraway will see through the cracks 
of Gatsby’s nouveau riche existence, 
where obsession, madness, and 
tragedy await.
• The Smurfs (U) 
When the evil wizard Gargamel 
chases the tiny blue Smurfs out 
of their village, they tumble from 
their magical world and into ours 
-- in fact, smack dab in the middle 
of Central Park. Just three apples 
high and stuck in the Big Apple, the 

Smurfs must find a way to get back 
to their village before Gargamel 
tracks them down. 
• How to Train your Dragon (PG) 
The story centres around a Viking 
teenager named Hiccup, who lives 
on the island of Berk, where fighting 
dragons is a way of life. The teen’s 
smarts and offbeat sense of humour 
don’t sit too well with his tribe or its 
chief...who just happens to be Hiccup’s 
father. However, when Hiccup is 
included in Dragon Training with the 
other Viking teens, he sees his chance 
to prove he has what it takes to be 
a fighter. But when he encounters 
(and ultimately befriends) an 
injured dragon, his world is flipped 
upside down, and what started out 
as Hiccup’s one shot to prove himself 
turns into an opportunity to set a new 
course for the future of the entire 
tribe. 
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COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

The Appin Moonwalkers pictured before they set off around the loch. Picture: John MacTavish

Trail West to perform at 
charity ceilidh in Oban

Tearlach MacFarlane, right, shares his repartee at the book launch with, left 
to right, Michael Foxley, Kinlochmoidart House owner Niño Stewart and 

Chris Robinson

Romeo and Juliet The Nutcracker, Swan 
Lake Romeo and Juliet

The young dance pupils of Ballet West who will take over the Corran Halls this weekend. 

It’s turtle time at Barcaldine

2 Evenings of FABULOUS entertainment 

from the AMAZING Ballet West dancers!
Each show contains entirely different work

Available from Corran Halls: 01631 567333

Comunn Gàidhealach 
an Òbain

Oban
Provincial Mod
Friday  21st & 

Saturday 22nd June, 
2013

Entries should be in 
by 24th May, 2013

CHARITY 
CAR BOOT SALE
CO-OP CAR PARK
Sunday 26th May

10am - 2pm
£5 per table

TAYNUILT PRIMARY 
CAR BOOT SALE 

Dalmally Auction Mart 
Saturday May 25 
11.30am - 2.30pm

£10 per car

Platero - Travels through 
Spain with a donkey.
Music, Stories and 
puppetry with Mike 

Maran.
Victory Hall, Benderloch.
Tuesday 28th May 8pm

01631 720498 
www.mikemaran.com

MARY’S MEALS

OPEN DAY
Craig Lodge, Dalmally
Sun May 26th 1 - 4 pm

Plants for sale, Stalls, Games & Cream teas.
All proceeds to Mary’s Meals



16 FEATURE Thursday 23 May, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

FARMERS across the north of Scotland 
are gearing up for Scotland’s newest 
sheep event, to be held in Dingwall at the 
end of the month.
The inaugural Highlandsheep event, 

organised by NSA Scotland, is being 
hosted by Dingwall and Highland Marts 
Ltd on Thursday May 30.
The new event is being held in an 

attempt to reverse the decline of sheep 
flocks in the Highlands and islands by 
bringing the latest genetic, husbandry 
and technical information to the area and 
highlighting the marketing opportunities 
which exist for Scotch lamb both at 
home and abroad.
Scotland’s biennial sheep event, Scot-

sheep, has not been held in the Highland 
area for some years and NSA Scotland 
is keen to give Highland sheep farmers 
a major event without having to travel 
further south.
NSA chairwoman, Sybil McPherson, 

of Dalmally, said: ‘It is very difficult, 
particularly over the last few years, to 
get Scotsheep to move up north.
‘This will be a new event running oppo-

site years to Scotsheep to try and deliver 
for people in the north and Western 
Isles, and Orkney and Shetland, as they 
tend to get neglected.’
The event will be opened by Lady Claire 

Macdonald from Sleat, one of Scotland’s 
leading restaurateurs, food writers, 
cookery demonstrator and champion of 
the Scottish food industry.
The one-day event is being arranged by 

a local committee under the chairman-
ship of Rod McKenzie, of Munlochy, 
and will include more than 120 trade 
and sheep breed stands, seminars, 
demonstrations, educational exhibits, 
competitions, markets and a special 
show and sale of ewe hoggs.
Mr McKenzie, who until recently was 

development manager with Quality Meat 

Scotland’s Scottish sheep strategy, 
welcomed the move by NSA Scotland 
to bring a major sheep event to the 
Highlands.
He said: ‘The sheep industry has 

reached an important crossroads and 
we are looking to NSA Highlandsheep 
to inspire a new level of confidence and 
optimism among Highland sheep farm-
ers.
‘This will be a must attend event for all 

sheep farmers throughout the Highlands 
and islands and further afield. It will give 
sheep farmers a great opportunity of 
meeting up with their fellow sheep farm-
ers and catching up with all the latest 
developments in the sheep industry.’
He added: ‘Lady Claire is an iconic 

figure in the Scottish food and farming 
industry and a tremendous ambassador 
for Scottish food, including Scotch lamb.
‘We look forward to welcoming Lady 

Claire to NSA Highlandsheep and 

honoured that she has found time in 
her busy schedule to join us for this 
important event for sheep farmers in the 
Highlands and islands.’
The major sponsor of the event is 

animal feed manufacturer Harbro and 
sales director Chris Baxter said: ‘We are 
very pleased to act as major sponsor 
for NSA Highlandsheep and support the 
commercial and pedigree sheep farmers 
who will benefit from this important 
event.
‘The Highlands and islands is a key 

trading area for Harbro and our custom-
ers appreciate the range of high quality 
innovative feed products which we 
produce.’
Mainline sponsors of the event include 

Caltech, Scotmin, British Wool Marketing 
Board, Campaign for Wool, Dingwall 
and Highland Marts Ltd, Shearwell Data, 
QMS and MSD Animal Health.

The UK’s only breeders of 100% 
New Zealand genetically sourced 
Suffolk, Texel and Sufftex rams.

CONTACT DETAILS: EasyRams
Pikesend Farm, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0JZ

Tel. 01939 270670 Mob. 07971 970918
Email Robyn@EasyRams.co.uk

Head Office:
Tel: +44(191)2645494  
Fax: +44(191)2648469
E-mail: info@naturalstockcare.co.uk
www.naturalstockcare.co.uk
U.K. technical Sales Manager: TOM STEVENSON 
Tel: 07713 259160   Stockcare49@yahoo.com

UK’s fastest working liquid. 
Results in days not weeks (fact).
All liquids are 100% suspended, no shaking, 
no sticking in drenching gun’s.
The last application is the same as the first.
MAYBE EQUALLED, NEVER BEATEN 

www.scotchmule.co.uk

Secretary: George Allan

Mobile: 07840 537811

Proud to Support 
NSA Highlandsheep 2013
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HOPKINS GRID SALES
(Contact Jane) Roxburgh Mill, Kelso, 

Roxburghshire, TD5 8NF
Tel/Fax: (01573) 450655 e-mail: 

hopkinsgrids@googlemail.com
www.hopkinsgridsscotland.co.uk

HOPKINS UNIQUE
QUICK FIT CATTLE GRID

British Patent No 2155526

• installed within hours - not days
• set in ground on hardcore bases then 

drive over
• no blockwork pit required
• exceedingly cost-effective
• load-tested to 50 tonnes
• maintenance-free
• complete with hedgehog ramp
• galvanised or painted - your choice
• available from 9ft wide increasing 

by 1ft to a maximum of 21ft wide 
as required - jump - width 8ft 6ins, 
Deer Grids also Available, Ring for 
a Quotation

Morris Leslie Monthly Auctions

www.morrisleslie.com

Wednesday 29 May, 10.30 am 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB
Annual Council Disposal Auction

Full Online Bidding Available
All types of plant, machinery, agri-equipment
vehicles, HGV’s, tools and equipment welcome
Items in this Month’s auction to include: large selection of 
Council Plant, Machinery Vehicles and parks equipment 
from various Scottish Councils and Local Authorities
LIVE NOW: Timed online Auction of  Contents of 
Moorpark Homes direct from the Liquidator. Bid 
online now until 12 midday on Friday 31st May 
Call 01821 642940 or see website for details

On instruction from the National Trust for 
Scotland for places of historic interest or 
natural beauty

A rare and exciting opportunity to lease a most 
attractive modernised farmhouse with outstand-
ing views over the Sound of Iona along with 
the small traditional stock farm of Maol and St 
Columba extending to approximately 225 acres 
(91 Hectares)

EPC Rating: Pending

bellingram.co.uk

Contact Angus Kelly
t: 01397 707645
e: angus.kelly@bidwells.co.uk

Carn Dearg House, North Road, Fort William, PH33 6PP

• Opportunity to continue 
running the well established 
existing boarding kennel 
business, with potential to 
expand.

• Taynuilt 1.5 miles
• Oban 12 miles
• Stirling 72 miles
• 3.105 hectares (7.67 acres)

Corachie Farm House, Taynuilt, PA35 1HY
An early 19th Century 4 / 5 Bedroom traditional stone built 
farmhouse with annexe set within large well maintained gar-
den with spectacular panoramic views of the countryside.

Offers over £465,000

Gas C/H ,D/G, 
Front and Back Garden
In Sought-After Area, 
1 Hour from Glasgow
For: OBAN / AREA / 

DUNBEG etc
2 or 3 Bed House

 with Garden

House exchange (Council/ACHA)
AYR 3 bed Semi Detached House

Tel  01292 738417 or 
 07818 670221  /  07756  052272

HOUSE EXCHANGE

ROOM TO LET 
CONNEL

En-suite room 
with kitchen 

and sitting room. 
Off-road parking.
£100 per week.

Tel.
07748808237

TO LET

Gigha Shop and Fuel pumps
Excellent business opportunity with 

accommodation attached
for further details www.gigha.org.uk

email ian@gigha.org.uk or 
phone 07966 745654

TO LET

West Coast
property
service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

AS GRASS slowly gets greener and 
begins to grow farmers across the 
west are sighing with relief as they let 
their cattle out of the sheds they have 
been living in for far too long. 

However experts from Scotland’s 
Rural College are warning that grass
isn’t ready to give the cattle all they 
need for a long season ahead and 
farmers must consider their feeding 
programmes.

Calving cows
According to specialist beef consult-

ant Gavin Hill: ‘The late season has 
put pressure on all parts of the system. 
On many farms with mixed stock feed 
supplies have become tighter every 
day with farmers desperate to get the 
animals out to grass. But they must 
remember spring calving cows for 
example need high levels of feeding 
just now. This year,  just stopping the 
present indoor ration as they put them 
out onto new grass may be too much 
of a shock for the cows.’

Cows with a newly born calf to feed 
need a nutritious ration that helps their 
milk production as well as helping 
them regain body condition in order 
to be ready to be mated again, later in 
the year. 

The advice from the SAC Consulting 
arm of Scotland’s Rural College is to 

keep breeding stock on a rising plane 
of nutrition, with concentrate feeding 
to maintain the energy levels needed. 
If grass growth continues to be slow 
it may even mean farmers grazing 

normally reserved for silage making.

second calvers, that need particular 
attention,’ said Gavin Hill. 

‘On top of everything else they are 
still growing. Also lots of cows are so 
lean this spring they will need more 
than two months on just grass to 
regain condition, before they will be 
ready for the bull. I suggest treating 
them separately. 

‘A high magnesium mineral supple-
ment is also vital to reduce the risk of 
grass staggers.’

widely reported farmers should take 
advice from vets and continue to 
monitor the situation. 

It would also be worthwhile checking 
cows for any fertility problems or the 

many more cows have experienced 
this season. It may be unwise to breed 
from or keep those with problems and 
instead maximise the output from 
younger stock, like bulling heifers.

‘But you will need grass for them,’ 

added Gavin. 

decisions to make, al with knock on 
effects. For example delaying mating 
for a few weeks this year may allow 

years calving will be delayed with 
younger, lighter calves going forward 
to the sales. It’s all about judgement 
and planning’

Meanwhile for this years crop of 
calves the advice from Scotland’s Ru-
ral Colleges expert is to offer feeding 
only they, and not adults, can reach.

‘Creep feeding reduces the amount 
of grass the young stock need, leaving 
more for the cows. It will also boost 
the calf weights and wean them from 
their mothers’ earlier, again improving 
cow condition.’

Finally, with all the attention to 
cows Gavin urges farmers not to 
forget the bulls. They should also be 
examined, checked and treated for any 
lameness at least two months before 
the breeding period. It would also be 
a good time to check fertility.

The key thing believes Gavin Hill is 
to talk to advisers and vets. Planning 
is important and it is good to discuss 
and talk over your thoughts with oth-
ers. Many are in the same situation. A 
problem shared is a problem halved

If grass growth continues to be slow it may even mean farmers grazing smaller groups of cattle on fields normally 
reserved for silage making

Cold weather stalls

Highlands - but unusually cold weather 
lasting into May has taken its toll on 
crofters and growers.

Among the casualties is the Lochaber 
Rural Education Trust, which runs a ‘Seed 
to Supper’ project for local primary chil-
dren at An Clachan near Fort William.

Volunteer Mary Stafford told The Oban 
Times: ‘The school are coming up every 

-
ing that everything is very, very late in 
coming. I think we are about six weeks 
behind.

‘We planted early potatoes in tubs in 
February in the greenhouse but it’s been 
so cold they are just starting to come 
through.

‘We planted more in the garden in 
March and they are just starting to show 
their faces and they should be well up by 
now. Even the daffodils are still blooming 
and they should be long gone. 

‘Normally by June we have our healthy 
eating days when the kids come up to lift 
their carrots and cabbages and dig out 
potatoes - but it looks as if we will have to 
go to the supermarket for Seed to Supper 
this year.’

Alan Duncan has run the northernmost 
croft on the Isle of Skye at Shulista, North 
Duntulm, since 1992, with 40 acres in 
in-bye land and 421 acres of rough hill 
ground.

His 108 breeding ewes, an assortment of 
Cheviot/Blackface crosses, Shetland and 
Hebridean, have produced 80 lambs.

The cold spring meant he had to buy in 
an additional two tonnes of cobs - con-
centrated feed pellets - at over £300 per 
tonne. 

Hay for 24 Highland and crossed suckler 
cows and heifers also didn’t come cheap at 
around £200 per tonne.

After a good start to lambing, losses 
mounted with some lamb deaths caused 
by the cold conditions.

Mr Duncan, 63, originally from New 
Machair, Aberdeen, told The Oban Times: 
‘The growth has been the worst in a while. 
We had two months of east wind and 
everything is pretty late. 

years for growth.

the grass been growing - before that you 
didn’t see a green blade.’

In Sleat, south Skye, Camuscross crofter 
Graeme MacKenzie planted his potatoes 
in early May, over two weeks later than 
last year.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I did not see 
much point in putting them in any earlier, 
nothing would have grown.

‘Even the bluebells have only come up 
in the last few days - normally they appear 
in April. There’s no heat in the ground at 
all.’

It’s definitely been one of the worst years for growth’

Crofters and farmers still 
buying in feed in May

THE NATIONAL Farmers 
Union Scotland (NFUS), as 
part of their centenary year 
celebrations, are keen to get 
as many school children as 
possible to visit a farm, to 
make that visit both educa-
tional and enjoyable and to 
create a platform for future 
visits in years to come.  In 
addition, NFUS hope to be 
able to provide facilities to 
bring the farm into schools 
and fund events that 
educate everyone about 
farming and crofting. 

The Union launched a 
Centenary Trust earlier this 
year to ensure celebrations 
in 2013 leave a legacy for 
the next 100 years. With 
this aim in mind chairman 
of the Centenary Trust and 
NFUS treasurer George 
Lawrie said

will be supporting three 
causes - arranging farm 
visits for school children, 
improving on-farm health 
and safety and providing 
agricultural apprentice-
ships. 

‘We will work closely 
with other organisations 
to try and get as many 
children as possible onto 
Scottish farms in 2013 to 
show them the contribution 
we make to their food and 
the countryside in which 
they live.’

Giving children the op-

hand – to see, smell, hear 
and touch the beautiful 
landscape, farm animals 
and wildlife that makes 
up the countryside can be 

visit can bring reality, 
context and understand-
ing to work carried out 
in the classroom and can 
provide challenges which 
are simply not available 
anywhere else – a chance 
to feed an animal, or see 
a sheepdog working or 
hear a tractor up close for 
example. A school visit to a 
farm or croft in Argyll will 
really bring alive a project 
on the countryside and turn 
it into something special 
for children. Any schools 
in Argyll who would be 

more about an on-farm visit 
can contact Lucy Sumsion, 
NFUS Regional Manager in 
Argyll – tel: 01499 600154. 
Alternatively if a school al-
ready has an idea for a farm 
visit and would like help 
in paying for transport, for 
example, they can apply to 
the Centenary Trust. 

Further information and 
an application form are 
available from www.nfus.
org.uk - look up Centenary 
Trust.

In order to raise funds for 
the Centenary Trust, plus 
two other local charities 
(ABCD and Macmillan 
Cancer Care), the Union 
has organised a charity 
ceilidh to be held on Friday 
June 7 in the Argyllshire 

doors open 7.30pm, with 
the ceilidh band Trail West 
performing. Tickets are 
available in advance from 

or on the door on the night.

NFUS to fund school 
visits to Scottish farms

Bullocks 
201-250kg Greenland Farming, Dornoch, £600, 
244.9p; 
251-300kg  Strathglass Farms, £720, 265.7p; 
301-350kg  Balmaglaster, £890, Clury Farm, Dulnain 
Bridge, 253.1p; 

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd sold 
446 store cattle, 27 breeding cattle and 61 
OTM cattle at Dingwall last Wednesday 
when a mixed show of cattle on offer sold 
at lesser rates.

Bullocks averaged 221.4p and sold to 
269.7p per kg for a 330kg Limousin cross 
from Balmaglaster, South Laggan, and 
£1,335 for a 635kg Limousin cross from 
Inchbae, Garve.

Heifers averaged 208.8p and sold to 
248.1p per kg for a pair of 270kg Aberdeen 
Angus crosses from Strathglass Farms, 
Cannich and £1,140 for a 530kg Limousin 
cross from Alvie Estate, Kincraig.

Young bulls averaged 178.0p and sold to 
211.9p per kg for a 335kg Aberdeen Angus 
cross from Strathglass Farms and £790 for 
a 410kg Simmental cross from Morvich, 
Rogart.

Breeding cattle sold to £1,000 twice for 
a pair of Simmental crosses from Logie, 
Muir of Ord. 

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) Ltd sold 280 cattle at their 
weekly primestock sale comprising 101 bullocks and heif-
ers, 20 young bulls, 27 OTM cattle, 107 cast cows, bulls and 
25 calves and stirks.

Bullocks averaged 243.5p per kg and sold to 271.5p per 
kg, for a 605kg Limousin from Easter Auchtermuthill, 
Muthill and to £1900 for a 735kg Blonde A’Quitaine from 
Templehall, Kirkcaldy. Heifers averaged 241.5p per kg and 
sold to 272.5p per kg, for a 565kg British Blue from Balqu-
harrage, Lennoxtoun and £1693 for 640kg British Blue from 
Brockwoodlees, Canonbie.

Stirling prime sale

Bullocks sell to 
288p pk at Stirling

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) 
Ltd held a show and sale of 
breeding cattle at Stirling on 
Monday when 164 breeding cat-
tle and 16 bulls were sold.

The day’s top price was £4400 
for a Limousin cross heifer 
with Limousin heifer calf at 
foot from West Thomaston, 
Banknock, which was bought by 
Brian Harper, Greenwells Farm, 
Falkirk.

Show champion was a Limou-
sin cross heifer with Limousin 
bull calf at foot, also from West 
Thomaston and selling at £3900 
to I Michie, Ballechin Farms.

Reserve champion was a Lim-
ousin cross heifer with Limousin 
heifer calf at foot also from West 
Thomaston, this time selling 
to £3200 to the judge James 
Thomson, Hilton of Beath Farm, 
Kelty.

Cows with calf at foot sold 
to £1750 for a Charolais cross 
from Redhouse and £1600 for a 
Limousin from Cairnbog.

In-calf heifers sold to £1400 
and £1300 for Simmental crosses 
from Bolfornought, while in-calf 
cows sodl to £1080 for a Limou-
sin from Meikle Coull.

Bulling heifers sold to £2,200 
for a Limousin from Baluskie 
and to £1360 for a Simmental 
cross from Newbigging.

The 62 heifers with calves at 
foot averaged at £222.59, with 
18 cows with calves at foot 
averaging £1104.71. The 51 
bulling heifers forward averaged 
£913.88.

Heifers sell to 
£4400 at Stirling

UNITED Auctions sold 2127 
store cattle and 123 cast cows, 
plus 228 store and breeding sheep 
last Wednesday at Stirling.

Bullocks averaged 225.54p 
(-5.72p) and sold to 288.0p per 
kg for a 382kg British Blue cross 
from Netherton and £1570 for a 
640kg Charolais cross from Mid 
Craigton.

Heifers averaged 214.18p (-
1.53p) and sold to 278.70p per kg 
for a 296kg Charolais cross from 
Glenrath and £1290 for a 643kg 
Charolais cross from Bennie 
Livestock

Forward cattle averaged 
182.15p and sold to 210.20p per 
kg for a Limousin cross from 
Killellan and £1270 for a Lim-
ousin cross from West Meikle 
Pinkerton

Mixed show on offer at Dingwall
351-400kg Hempriggs Farm, Wick, £935, Easter 
Galcantray Croft, Cawdor, 240.0p;
401-450kg Druid Temple Farm, Inverness, £1,140, 
256.2p; 
451-500kg  Easter Galcantray Croft, £1,160, 249.5p; 
501-550kg Lochlait, Abriachan, £1,150, 213.0p; 
551-600kg Brae of Cantray Farm, Croy, £1,140, 
Stonehouse, Brora, 212.5p; 
601-650kg Wester Lochend Farm, Lairg, £1,300, 
206.4p; 
651-700kg Raitcastle Farm, £1,290, 197.0p.
Heifers 
201-250kg – Logie, Muir of Ord, £430, Torrie Gorrie, 
Garve, 195.4p; 
251-300kg – Strathglass Farms, £670, Calrossie 
Mains, Nigg, 208.8p; 
301-350kg – Rebeg, Kirkhill, £750, Strathglass 
Farms, 222.7p; 
351-400kg – New Cottage Farm, Lyth, £850, Clury 
Farm, 234.8p;
401-450kg – Tomcluich, Clunas, £950, 228.9p; 
451-500kg – Tullochgribban, Dulnain Bridge, £1,120, 
240.9p; 
501-550kg – Mavsey, Lybster, £1,115, Alvie Estate, 
215.1p.
OTM prime cows – 
Bog of Cullicudden, Culbokie and 15 Glenconon, 
Uig, (SimX), £1,290.00; Raitcastle, (CharX) and 
Mains of Househill, Nairn, (SimX), £1,270; Bog of 
Cullicudden and Roadside Croft, Harpsdale, (SimX), 
£1,230
Mains of Househill, (SimX), 180.1p; Bog of Cullicud-
den, (SimX), 173.2p; Mains of Househill, (SimX), 
171.6p.
OTM feeding cows 
14 Opinan, Gairloch, (AAX), £790; 5 Tomich, (SalX), 
£750; 6 Habost, Isle of Lewis, (LimX), £730.

TOP FLOOR,
UNFURNISHED FLAT
TO RENT IN OBAN

(Ardconnel Road) 
available from mid 

June.  Open plan living 
area with kitchen, 

bathroom and double 
bedroom.  Superb 

sea views.  £450 per 
month.  No DSS or 

smokers please.
Call 01680 812536.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

A NEW development of-

help people in the north of 
Scotland who depend on the 
land for their living but have 
fallen on hard times.

Melissa Kelly has joined 
RSABI, Scotland’s only 
charity which helps to re-
lieve poverty and hardship 
among people who have de-
pended for their livelihoods 
on land-based occupations.

Her role as a development 
-

velop an innovative project 
in northern Scotland aimed 
at relieving rural isolation 
and raising awareness of 
the charity’s ability to help 
those in need. 

Melissa said: ‘Having 
grown up in a farming 
family and spent a great 
deal of time helping out on 

the farm with lambing and 
other jobs, I feel as though I 
have a good understanding 
of Scottish farming and 
rural issues and empathy 

which farmers and the wider 
rural workforce face.

‘I am really looking for-
ward to helping to recruit 
more people and organisa-
tions to support the work of 
RSABI and to ensuring that 

the organisation.  
‘I am keen to build aware-

ness of RSABI in northern 
Scotland and look forward 
to attending shows and 
events as part of the job.’

Melissa comes from a 
farming family near Fo-
chabers from whom she has 
learned a great deal about 

farming, livestock and the 
wider rural scene and she 
now lives with her partner 
near Keith, helping him 
with his cattle in her spare 
time.

A former student of 
SRUC’s Craibstone cam-
pus, Melissa then spent two 
years working at SRUC’s 

farming policy and assist-
ing with cattle, SRDP, IACS 
and NVZ paperwork.

Paul Tinson, RSABI’s 
development manager, 
said: ‘We are delighted to 
welcome Melissa to the 
team. She has just the right 
experience and enthusiasm 
to ensure that RSABI 

positive impact across the 
north of Scotland.’ 

In 2011/12, RSABI 
distributed over £125,000 

140 individuals in northern 
Scotland but believes that 
a great many more could 
be helped if an active and 
sustainable development 
structure was in place for 
the area. 

The Prince’s Countryside 
Fund, over the next two 
years, enables RSABI to 
fund the post of Melissa 
Kelly who will create this 
structure.

for RSABI
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For all your Hyrdaulic and 
Pneumatic Equipment

Plus Pneumatics and industrial accessories
For all enquiries call Andrew on 01680 812316 or 07796501321

Email: sales@argyllindustrialsupplies.co.uk
www.argyllindustrialsupplies.co.uk

FOR ALL YOUR 
ADVERTISING PLEASE CALL 

01631 568000

Y

West Coast ElectricalW

West Coast Electrical Ltd.
Renewable Technologies
in Argyll, Lochaber and the Islands

Directing your pv, wind and hydro into your hot water tank or heating 
using our intelligent controller and also receive the feed in tariff.

Tel: 01967 402008 / 07879428012
westco1uk@btinternet.com

www.westcoastelectrical.co.uk

NEWSAGENTS
Oban Railway Station

Opening Hours Mon-Sat 07.15 - 18.00, Sunday 10.45 - 18.00
Newspapers, Magazines, Sandwiches, Hot Beverages, Soft Drinks, Confection-

ery & Tobacco. Also available microwavable Bacon and Cheese Muffins
Tel: 01631 565451

For more information on Train Times and a direct train through to Edinburgh 
please visit www.NationalRail.co.uk

Open on Sundays 
until  27th October 

2013

Tel: 01687 462154   Fax: 01687 462172
Email: info@mallaigharbourauthority.com

NEW 50 BERTH 
MARINA NOW OPEN

Mallaig Harbour 
Authority

A-Z OF ESSENTIAL SERVICES

ZD.I.Y. amaZing Stoves

eXcavatorsXViolin ShopV

SurveyorsS Tax AdvisersT Unique GiftsU

Ross KirsopRQuality ProduceQPainter and DecoratorP

Oban TimesONewsagentsNMarinaM

LandscapingLJB ServicesJ Krisp PrintK

Highland Industrial SuppliesH Industrial SuppliesIGarageG

Frank’s AutopartsFDelicious CafeD EverestE

Argyll HolidaysA Building ConsultantB Clear DrainsC

Baliscate Estate, 
Tobermory, Isle of Mull 
Argyll, PA75 6QA

For sales please contact 
Sarah on 01688 302776

Alternatively email 
info@isleofmullscallops.com

For online sales 
www.isleofmullscallops.com
“excellent service providing 

a quality product”

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Cleaned and Cleared – Fast From £48

Call 24/7 - 01369 840367

www.aandbel.co.uk

ARGYLL & BUTE
ENVIRONMENTAL LTD

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Quantity Surveyors
Property Valuations & Home Reports
CDM Co-ordination
Project Management

5 Stafford Street, Oban
Tel: 01631 563721
Email: admin@morhambro.co.uk

Crannog Lane, Oban, Argll, PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
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Mull Community 
Council
AGM

Tuesday 11th 
June 2013 

7.30pm
Craignure

Village Hall
Followed by monthly

business meeting

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Cable laying in support of the Sound of Islay Demonstration Tidal 

Array, Argyll and Bute
Notice is hereby given that ScottishPower Renewables (UK) Ltd. has 

applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 
of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of cable laying operations to 
support their proposed tidal array in the Sound of Islay, Argyll and Bute, at:

      (WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at www.
scottishpowerrenewables.com/pages/sound_of_islay.asp 

Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental issues in respect 
of the application should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 
Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice 
or by email: MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting reference: 

FKB/A1416
Argyll & Bute Council

Cost   £14,000,000.00
Location  Latitude   Longitude
   Co-ordinates  Co-ordinates
1   681707.77  6191263.11
2   681941.66  6191288.51
3   681886.90  6190428.74
4   682088.64  6190475.05
5   682115.10  6189694.52
6   681850.52  6189750.75
7   681453.64  6189314.18
8   681499.94  6189033.06

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN

NA CROITEARACHD
APPLICATION TO

CREATE A NEW CROFT
Mr J M Coats of Riverside Croft, 
Southend, By Campbeltown is 

applying to create a new croft.
5.01.43747

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the locality 
of the land, within 28 days of 
the date of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, Inverness 

IV3 8NW 
info@crofting.scotland.gov.uk

Please specify your interest in 
the application and your reasons 
for objecting.  A copy of any 
representations made will be 

forwarded to the applicant.

THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS hereby give notice that they have determined that their 
proposal to resurface 1.199 kilometres or thereby section of the A87 trunk road is-
(a) not a project which falls within Annex I of Council Directive No. 85/337/EEC 
on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the 
environment as amended by Council Directive No. 97/11/EC and Council Directive 
No. 2003/35/EC of the European Parliament and Council; 
(b) is a relevant project within the meaning of Sections 20A(9) and 55A(7) of the 
Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, and falls within Annex II of the said Directive but that 
having regard to the selection criteria contained in Annex III of the Directive it 
should not be made subject to an environmental impact assessment in accordance 
with the Directive,
and accordingly the project does not require the publication of an Environmental 
Statement.
J J MORAN
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF.
17 May 2013.

THE GOVERNORS OF CATHERINE McCAIG’S TRUST
McCAIG BURSARIES

A number of McCAIG BURSARIES, the value of which 
is at the discretion of the Governing Body, are OPEN 
FOR COMPETITION to students entering a Scottish 
University in September 2013.  The Bursaries are 
tenable at any Scottish University for such number 
of years as the Governing Body in their discretion 
consider appropriate.
It is a condition of the award that the holder shall 
enrol for a University Ordinary Class in Gaelic and shall 
satisfactorily complete the course in that subject.  One 
of the Bursaries is open only to natives of, or persons 
ordinarily resident in, the County of Argyll.
Applications must be made not later than 25 June 
2013 and Forms of Application may be obtained 
from the Clerk to the Governors.
ANNE F WILSON
Clerk to the Governors
c/o McLeish Thomson
7 Admiral Street
Kinning Park
Glasgow
G41 1HP
Email address: afw@mclc-law.co.uk

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
John Davidson (Holdings) Limited  trading 
as J.D.P. Limited, of  Townfoot, Longtown, 
Carlisle, Cumbria, CA6 5LY is applying to add 
an operating centre to keep 2 goods vehicles and 
0 trailers at Unit 10 & 11 Glengallan Industrial 
Estate, Glengallan, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HG. Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre who believe 
that their use or enjoyment of that land would 
be affected, should make written representations 

386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy 
of their representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. A Guide 
to Making Representations is available from the 

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/00907/PP Change of use of land to form parking area 
to serve Cuil Cottage

Land Adjacent To Cuil 
Cottage Kilchrenan Taynuilt
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

13/00910/PP Erection of extension to dwellinghouse 4 Burnside Cottages
Craignure Isle Of Mull
Argyll And Bute PA65 6AY

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

13/00912/PP Installation of electric vehicle charging point An Roth Community Enterprise 
Centre Craignure Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA65 6AY

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

13/00918/PP Demolition of existing boatshed and 
erection of dwellinghouse

Land South West Of Cuil 
Cottage Kilchrenan Taynuilt
Argyll And Bute PA35 1HF

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

13/00919/PP Installation of electric vehicle charging 
point and associated hardstanding

Unit 2 The Square
Bunessan Isle Of Mull
Argyll And Bute PA67 6DP

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of 
Mull

13/00943/PP Erection of extension Oban Sailing Club Store
Gallanach Road Oban
Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Office

13/00947/PPP Site for the erection of a multi purpose 
building (ground floor restaurant/retail and 
residential accommodation on first floor)

Land West Of Kilmelford
Fire Station Kilmelford
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

13/00963/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and detached 
garage and installation of septic tank

Plot 5 Betts Field 
Ardnacross Aros
Isle Of Mull Argyll

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

13/00991/PP Excavation of existing ground slope to form 
additional hard standing area and erection 
of fence 

West Coast Motors And
Oban Express Parcel
Services Depots 
Glengallan Road
Oban Argyll And Bute
PA34 4HG

Oban Area Office

13/01003/PPP Renewal of planning permission in 
principle 09/01854/PPP - Erection of 3 
dwelling houses (by way of amendment 
to application no. 09/01162/PPP)

Site East Of Sonachan
Farm Portsonachan
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

13/01009/PP Erection of shed (retrospective). 1 Lorn Road Dunbeg Oban
Argyll And Bute PA37 1QG

Sub Post Office 
Dunbeg

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/00937/PP Erection of replacement dwellinghouse 
(retrospective)

Tigh Nan Uruisg Upper
Kilchattan Isle Of Colonsay
Argyll And Bute PA61 7YR

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Colonsay

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

FOUR scientists at SAMS have been awarded 
professorships, or personal chairs, by the 
University of the Highlands and Islands 
(UHI) in recognition of their contributions 
to the institution.

Personal chairs were awarded to Angela 
Hatton from Taynuilt, Kenny Black from 
Dalmally, and Keith Davidson, also of 
Taynuilt, all of whom work at the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science on the shores 
of Dunstaffnage.

Meanwhile, oceanographer Michael 
Meredith was given an honorary 
professorship in recognition of his 13-year 
career at the Cambridge-based British 
Antarctic Survey.  

UHI principal and vice chancellor James 

‘Their dedication and contribution to our 
knowledge of the marine environment is an 

SAMS director Professor Laurence Mee 
added: ‘This is a major accolade for four 
extraordinary scientists whose work has 
been cited by more than 5,500 people across 
the world and who cover a huge range of 
marine science and its applications. 

‘SAMS is proud of its world class scientists 
and their role in making UHI a distinctive 
university that contributes to the economic 

Professor Hatton, 44, is a senior lecturer 
and researcher at SAMS and a partner of the 
UHI. Specialising in investigating marine 
biogases, she was nominated for her ground-
breaking work on the role micro-organisms 
play in the production and removal of 
environmentally important gases.  Her 
research has attracted £2.3milion of funding 
over the past 13 years.

ecology, Professor Black has worked at 
SAMS for 22 years, publishing 59 papers, 
receiving more than 50 research grants and 
supervising 12 PhD students. 

His personal chair recognises the role 

environment interactions.

microbial and molecular biology department.  
Specialising in marine algae, he was 
nominated for his research into harmful 
phytoplankton and their potential to impact 
human health.  

He has attracted more than £14million 
of funding for his research, having been at 
SAMS since 1998. 

Professor Meredith, meanwhile, says he 

to working with SAMS and the university 
on common research projects, adding he is 

Four SAMS scientists 
awarded professorships
Recognition of commitment to the advancement 
of scientific knowledge through research

Professor Angela Hatton.

Professor Kenny Black. Professor Keith Davidson.

Professor Michael Meredith.

MORE companies than ever before 
were supported into new overseas 
markets last year by Highlands and 

trade arm Scottish Development 

show.
SDI worked with 156 companies 

across the Highlands and Islands to 
develop their international business 
in 2012/13, almost 50 per cent up on 
the previous year.

international projects, which are 
expected to lead to an increase in 
export sales of £36m over the next 
three years. 

Charlotte Wright, HIE director of 
business and sector development 
said: ‘To have an increase in 
exporting of almost 50 per cent 
since last year is excellent news for 
businesses across the Highlands and 
Islands.

‘Our businesses are making the 
most of the opportunities presented 
to them and, through our partnership 
with SDI, we are supporting them all 

Cabinet Secretary for Finance 
John Swinney said: ‘A strong 
global export performance is 

success and the latest Scottish 

-
enues of 4.88bn euros for the year to March 31.

added 217 new routes to its roster, bringing the total to 1,600. But 
fuel costs rose by more than 290m euros, the company said, and now 
account for 45 per cent of total costs. 

prices during a European recession is testimony to the strength of 

Cheap flight specialist Ryanair reports 
record profit despite rising fuel costs

Business reporter:
Steven Flanagan  
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568021

Business

Lochaber Fisheries Trust Ltd
SC;024490

Will hold their
A.G.M on Friday 14th June, 2013

 Torlundy Training Centre, Torlundy,
at 11am.



Applications are invited for the following post: -

ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT
Connel Depot

(37.5 hours per week)

We are looking for a person with office experience.  A 
good telephone manner and communication skills along 
with competent computer skills (inc Word and Excel) is 
required together with an aptitude to work with figures.

In the first instance, applications, in writing only, giving 
brief details together with a C. V. if available to: 

The Managing Director, Gleaner Oils Ltd
Milnfield, Elgin, Moray, IV30 1UU

Or 
by e-mail to  :  hr@gleaner.co.uk

Quality care to every person,
every day. www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk

Argyll & Bute Community Health Partnership

Oban, Lorn & The Isles Locality 
Mull Community Hospital, Isle of Mull

Maintenance Assistant/Integrated Equipment Storeperson/
Driver – Band 2
£14,653 - £17,425
37.5 Hours Per Week
Permanent
Enthusiastic individual required for full time permanent post within the Mull & Iona Community Hospital, Isle of Mull to 
undertake unsupervised routine maintenance and minor repair work. Other duties will include working within the Integrated 
Equipment Service with responsibility for the delivery of complete, clean, safe, fi t for purpose, community equipment. 

Previous experience in a building or engineering environment required. Participation in the on-call rota essential. 
Applicants must be in posession of a full, current driving licence.

Informal enquiries to Donald McMillan, Locality Estates Offi cer on 01631 789085 (donald.mcmillan@nhs.net). 
Application packs are available from HR Department, NHS Highland, Argyll & Bute CHP, Aros, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8LB - Tel 01546 606788 (24 hour answering service) or e-mail - recruitment.ab@nhs.net 
Please quote reference 13ab/051.
Closing date for receipt of applications: 12 June 2013.

Estate Agency Sales Assistant
An exciting opportunity has arisen to join the Bell Ingram 

will be a driven and focused individual with an eye for 
detail and you will have a pleasant, outgoing disposition 

-
vironment in a national, well established and progressive 

with a covering letter by email or post to Steven Hornby 

Closing Date for applications Friday 31st May

Cleaner required 
for Saturday 
changeover, 

Ardenstur
Cottages,

Lochmelfort.
Telephone 

Mrs Atkinson 
01429 267266 or 

Mrs Brown 
01852 200569.

Uncommon Knowledge Ltd
PART-TIME ADMINISTRATOR  

The Job;  To provide administration and customer 
service support to online training providers 
Uncommon Knowledge.   Your main role is to answer 
customer emails and prepare shipping.

The Details;
15 hours per week, Monday to Friday. 3 hours per day.
Flexible hours between 9am and 3pm.
£7.70 hourly, Oban.

Contact Kirstin on 01273 776770 or 
email kirstin.asher@unk.com before May 27th.

CLEANER REQUIRED 
PART-TIME

Reliable person required 
for 4-6 hours per week for 

holiday rental property. 
Friday change over with 

occasional mid-week.
Property is near Kilninver, 

9 miles from Oban.
General cleaning including 

bed making.
Please reply to: Mike 

T: 01852 316203 until end of May, 
Thereafter Alex T: 01638 560343

Domestic Ardrishaig, Argyll
Salary (£4,315 - £4,726) 9 hours per week
£7.54 - £8.26

Lochgilphead, Argyll
2 hours per week

Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 7th June 2013.
Interviews for these posts will be held in late June 
2013.
ACHA welcomes applications from all sections 
of the community and is committed to promoting 
equal opportunities.  All posts will be subject to a 
Disclosure Scotland check. 
To apply: Visit our website at 

www.acha.co.uk - if you are unable 
to access the website please contact 
the recruitment team:
Tel: 01546 605859 or 01546 605817
Email: recruitment@acha.co.uk 

Friday 24th and Monday 27th May 2013.

Courier Centre
Campbeltown

We are looking for a friendly, 
helpful and experienced shop 

assistant to work Saturday hours.
The successful candidate must have retail 
experience, be completely trustworthy and 

be able to work on their own initiative.

Good rates of pay and conditions, apply via 
email to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk or in writing 

to: Ali Arden, Wyvex Media, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, 

Argyll, PA34 4HB

Closing date unless otherwise
stated: 7 June 2013.
To apply visit our website

Clerical Assistant (Temporary)
£14,307 - £15,165 Kilmory, Lochgilphead Ref: CTG00025
35 hours per week

Cleaner (Temporary)
£6.36 per hour Craignure Police Station Ref: CTF00505
4 hours per week

Cleaner – 2 Posts (Temporary)
£6.36 per hour Taynuilt Primary School Ref: CTF00976
4 hours per week & 2.5 hours per week

Cleaner in Charge (Temporary)
£6.96 per hour Dalriada House, Lochgilphead Ref: CTF01048
10 hours per week

Cleaner (Temporary)
£6.36 per hour Lochgilphead Resource Centre Ref: CTF00437
7.5 hours per week

Cleaner – 2 Posts (Permanent) 
£6.36 per hour Lochgilphead Ref: CTF00982
10 hours per week

Driver / Escort (Temporary)
£7.84 per hour Lismore Ref: CTF01089
10 hours per week

Home Carer – 2 Posts (Temporary)
£8.57 per hour Mid Argyll Area Ref: CMA01038
Variable hours

01546 604334.

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

RECRUITMENT

Business

AN AWARD-winning apprentice is 
out to prove that the traditional skills 
of the stonemason are alive and well 
and continue to thrive in Argyll.

Appin man David Jackson, a 
former lab technician at the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science site 
at Dunstaffnage, was named best 

course.
The 19-year-old, who was 

employed by Appin-based stonema-

year, would have received straight A 
grades had it not been for the long 
commute affecting his grade for 
attendance.

David, who said it was important 
there were stonemasons with the 
necessary skills working in Argyll, 
added: ‘I prefer working outdoors, 
so when I was offered this job, I 
jumped at the chance and have really 
enjoyed it.’

grandfathers were stonemasons in 
Kinlochleven, said: ‘I have been 
keen to teach David about the 
traditional skills of the trade and he 
seems to have picked up everything 
really quickly.

‘These skills are so important to 
have here because of the restoration 
work needing done to so many 
buildings.’

Right: David Jackson from Appin 
was named first year apprentice of 
the year at City of Glasgow College. 

Young 
Appin
man keeps 
rural
skills alive
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ADJ Stevenson Recovery 
Recovery Technician/

Mechanic, 
for our own fleet maintenance 
and roadside breakdown work.  

Must have a clean licence at 
least up to 7.5T,  Willing to work 

evening/weekends on a rota 
basis.  Competitive rates of pay.

For informal chat contact 
01397 712 257

Email: 
admin@stevensonrecovery.co.uk
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Expression of Interest
West Argyll Forest District
Rhododendron Control
Framework Agreement

The Forestry Commission is inviting tenders for a Framework Agreement for 
Rhododendron Control in West Argyll Forest District.

Rhododendron Control including cut and burn, stump treatment, foliar chemical 
application and other treatments as agreed with the Forestry Commission is required 
across the whole of West Argyll Forest District.  The district will be split into geographical 
lots and bidders may bid for as many or few as they choose.  These lots will be; Mull, 
Lorne, Kilmicheal & Glen Orchy, West Loch Awe, Knapdale, Tarbert and Kintyre.  All 
work is required to be completed to a very high standard with particular attention to 
Health and Safety, environmental sensitivity, and coverage of the treatment sites.  This 
will be achieved by applying industry best practice in line with the UK Forestry Standard 
and thorough contract management by the Contractor.

Successful bidders must have adequate insurance, be licenced by the Gangmaster’s 
Licencing Authority (unless exemption can be shown) and all operators must be 

The estimated total value of the contract is £400,000 per year for 2 years with possible 
extension for a further 2 years.

To express your interest and to request tender documents please contact West Argyll 
Forest District no later than 5pm on Thursday 6th June

Argyll on Wednesday 19th June 2013.  PLEASE NOTE IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE 
TO BID FOR THIS FRAMEWORK WITHOUT ATTENDING THIS BRIEFING DAY.  
Details will be provided to all those who express an interest in the tender.

The deadline for returns from the Invitation to Tender will be 5pm Monday 15th July 2013.

The anticipated contract start date will be 19th August 2013 to be completed by 18th 
August 2015.  There will be the possibility of extension for a further 2 years.

For further enquiries regarding this contract please email: 
waprocurement@forestry.gsi.gov.uk or write to:
West Argyll Forest District
Whitegates
Lochgilphead
Argyll
PA31 8RS

RECRUITMENT

Business reporter:
Steven Flanagan  
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568021

FEMALE* SESSIONAL 
PERSONAL SUPPORT WORKERS 
*Qualifies under paragraph 1, schedule 9 of the Equality Act 2010. Hourly Rate : £7.20. 

We are looking for reliable and enthusiastic individuals who have a genuine interest in working with 
people to increase our bank of sessional support staff. As a sessional worker you would work directly 
with older people, people with learning disabilities or people who have mental health issues to enable 
them to be included in their local community.
As a sessional worker you would work as and when required, including at short notice, to meet the needs 
of the people we support. If you believe you could be a flexible, reliable and  have a person centred 
approach to supporting people to live independently, we would love to hear from you. Early morning, 
evening, and weekend work is included which is determined by the needs of the people we support.  
Sleepover duties may be required for which there is a separate payment.
For this vacancy you would be able to support others to engage in activities and participate as needed 
to enable individual development and maintain the practical skills needed to live an independent life.
As an organisation, we are committed to developing skills and providing an extensive training programme 
with career opportunities within ENABLE Scotland. We offer positive terms and conditions, including a 
contributory pension scheme. terms and conditions including a contributory pension scheme.

Leading the way in Learning Disability

ENABLE Scotland is a dynamic, vibrant and expanding organisation
dedicated to improving the lives of people across Scotland. 

CAMPBELTOWN

For an application pack, please telephone 01369 701924 or e-mail 
anne.armstrong@enable.org.uk quoting post reference KS/0124.
We particularly welcome applications from candidates with a disability and make our 
forms available in alternative formats.

To view and apply for all our vacancies, please visit www.enable.org.uk
Closing date: 7th June 2013.
These posts will be subject to a PVG Check.
ENABLE Scotland is an equal opportunities employer.  Scottish charity number SC009024.

THE DROP in value in the housing 
market may have come late to Argyll 

their foot on the property ladder.
For those reasons, companies in the 

letting market have been enjoying a 
business boom in recent years, a trend 

business to expand its services and 
renovate its Combie Street premises.

Nicola MacPhail, a managing 
partner at West Property Sales and 
Lettings, which provides management 
services to private landlords, says the 
convenience of renting your home 
appeals to a more ‘mobile’ generation 

The most recent private letting 

that 48 per cent of private landlords 
are classed as ‘accidental landlords’, 
in that they did not plan to rent out 
their property but circumstances had 
dictated they do so.

Statistics also show 35 per cent of 
private landlords retain their property 
as a pension investment and 26 

per cent of tenants see themselves 
remaining in the private rented sector 
for the ‘foreseeable future’. 

Having only established West 
Property Sales and Lettings in 
February 2011, alongside Mull 
businessman Calum MacLachlainn, 
Nicola MacPhail has this month 
expanded the services the company 
provides and has hired administration 
assistant Annabelle Kelsey to assist 
with the increased workload.

Increase
Nicola said: ‘We have found a 

huge increase in the number of 
landlords coming to us for property 
management services. 

‘The letting market is buoyant.

buyer is 35, so it is taking people time 
to save up. 

‘They also like to be more mobile 

stay in the same place all their lives.
‘The jobs markets is very tricky just 

now, so people are also looking to 
keep their options open about where 
they live.’ Nicola MacPhail, left, and Annabelle Kelsey of West Property Sales and Lettings. 16_t21letting02

Slow housing sales result in       
letting market business boom
People keeping options open

A YOUNG Oban apprentice has been 
congratulated by his manager after 
completing the level two grade of 
his Modern Apprenticeship in Retail 
Skills.

Started as trainee 

at Highland Fasteners in Stevenson 
Street for two years, having started as 
a Get Ready for Work trainee. 

His apprenticeship started after the 
company employed him at the comple
tion of the course. Craig Darbyshire, 
who manages Highland Fasteners, 
said: ‘We at Highland Fasteners are 

completed his Modern Apprentice
ship. He has become valued member 
of our team.’

Peter Darling, who provided the 
programme through Argyll Train

Ready for Work trainee then taking 
the opportunity when employed by 
Highland Fasteners to work towards 
his Modern Apprenticeship. 

service skills and knowledge of the 
retail industry.’

The courses were funded by Skills 
Development Scotland. 

Bruce, right, receives his award from Highland Fasteners’ manager Craig 
Darbyshire. 

Oban apprentice moves 
up a level within retail 
skills training project
Modern Apprenticeship in Retail Skills

A SCIENTIST from Dunbeg was 
in Sweden last week to take part in 
critical talks to reduce the impact of 
climate change on Arctic ice.

Dr Tavis Potts, a geographer at 
the Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS), represented 
the Advisory Committee on the 
Protection of Seas, Scotland and the 
UK as a whole at the Arctic Council. 

international diplomats and delegates 

Russia, Canada, Norway, Sweden 
Denmark, Greenland Finland and 

and key observer states. More than 
300 people attended the meeting of the 
council, which is key to determining 
the policies that protect one of the 
world’s most fragile environments. 

The focus of the meeting was to sign 
a new oil spill response agreement 
between the international states.  

Dr Potts said: ‘The tone of the 
summit was one where the immense 
challenges are recognised and there 
seems to be real effort in negotiating 
the issues and moving forward.’

SAMS
geographer
joins Arctic 
Council
summit

DESPITE Scotland’s biggest producer 
of farmed salmon Marine Harvest 
signing up to a scheme to reduce 

environment, it is facing renewed 
calls to move its farms away from 
wild salmon rivers to prevent parasite 
transmission.

WWF Scotland said the move was 
an important step which could now be 
followed by the rest of the industry. 

Association said the farms were often 
too close to wild salmon rivers and 
claims this threatened conservation 
and wants those farms to be moved 
or closed.

The company, with numerous sites 
in the west of Scotland and on the 
Western Isles, said it would be seeking 

from the Aquaculture Stewardship 

Council (ASC). Alan Sutherland, 
managing director of Marine Harvest 
in Scotland: ‘ This is a relatively new 
industry and we have been working 
hard in recent years to improve our 
environmental performance and our 
sustainability.’

Fish farms will only receive ASC 

legal requirements governing 
chemical use and the problem of 
parasite transmission between farmed 
and wild salmon.

Alan Sutherland conceded it would 
be the end of the decade before all of 
the company’s farms met the required 
standards.

‘We aim to have all of our farms 

In the meantime, we will report on 
our progress towards that target,’ he 
said.

despite joining scheme

HARVESTING MANAGER (Argyll Area)

are in the process of expanding their already well established 
UK business activities. As part of this planned development 
an exciting career opportunity now exists for a Harvesting 
Manager to supplement the existing forestry team.

Applications are sought from highly motivated and enthu
siastic individuals who are keen to develop their career 
with a very progressive and dynamic business. You should 
possess sound commercial acumen and be willing to travel 
extensively throughout the greater Argyll area in support of 
our timber harvesting operations.

With a diploma/degree or relevant experience in commercial 
forestry, the ideal candidate will have the necessary drive to 
make an immediate contribution to the business.

candidate.

To apply, please email with covering letter and full CV to:

harvesting@glennonbrothers.co.uk

All applications will be treated with the strictest of 

C. & D. MACTAGGART
CASHIER VACANCY

We are a two partner legal office based in 
Campbeltown.  An opportunity has arisen for a 

legal cashier within our Campbeltown office.

The position offered is permanent and involves 
a considerable amount of responsibility and 

discretion.  Although training will be provided 
preference will go to the candidate demonstrating 

previous cashroom experience.

Applicants should apply in writing with 
C.V. and relevant experience to 

C. & D. Mactaggart, Solicitors, Castlehill, 
Campbeltown, PA28 6AR.

Assistant Operations 
Manager

An opportunity has arisen for an Assistant Operations Manager to join the Operations team 
in the Corpach offi ce, supporting the Senior Operations Manager.

The purpose of  the role is to lead the delivery of  routine and cyclic maintenance for BEAR 
Scotland, ensuring the appropriate planning, allocation and deployment of  resources in the 
North West of  Scotland.

The successful candidate will have experience in road maintenance management and 
cyclic maintenance; be an effective communicator and hold an HNC/HND or above in 
a related discipline.

It is essential that you are a team player who is fl exible, keen to develop, and committed 
to ensuring the success of  all projects. 

For a job description and an application form please contact recruitment@bearscotland.co.uk 
or telephone 01738 448600.

You can also apply on our website www.bearscot.co.uk/careers/ 

The closing date for applications is Friday 31st May 2013.
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G

24hour call out
7 days a week

365 days a year
Baxters Industrial Estate

Muir Of Ord

Tel: 01463 871488   Mobile: 07748 032200

L

GORDON MOTORS SUZUKI
Comrie Road, Crieff, PH7 4BQ

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

01764 652125
NEW CARS, USED CARS, SERVICING & MOT. 

VAT 
FREE

(20% OFF)

Swift
from £8999

Splash
from £7999

SX4
from £10,495

OFFER ENDS 30th JUNE 2013

Alto
from £5995

£1250 o.n.o.

51 Plate, MOT & TAX.

Telephone: 
01631 565795 

(after 6pm)

TRANSIT
VAN

SUZUKI
SX4

£3995 o.n.o.

5Dr, 2006, Taxed 6 months, 
MOT 1 year, only 31342 mileage.

Contact 01770 302626

MERCEDES VITO 109 
CDI DIESEL VAN

£5250 o.n.o.

2006 (56 plate), ply lined, twin sliding side  doors, remote central locking, Radio CD, 
6 speed manual gearbox, Rhino roofbars, only 43,700 miles, 1 year MOT and 6 months tax. 

Selling due to retirement.

Tel: 01631 710446/07876 531681

WANTED

Caravans and 
motorhomes

Any make, Model 
or condition. 

Instant decision 
and payment.

Please telephone
07783 638067

All types of motor 
homes & caravan-
ettes. Any age or 

condition. We also 
buy water dam-

aged or in need of 
repair. Also all types 
of touring caravans 
from 95 onwards.

Telephone : 
01250 884306

or mobile: 
07885 203020

WANTED WANTED

REIDS
Wanted Sports

cars, cars, 
motorhomes,
commercials,

instant payment.

Telephone 
01463 898693 or 
07754653608 or 
01224 543314 or 

0845 6007668

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover
90 or 110, 
Mitsubishi,

Toyota etc, any 
4x4 considered, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07864035750

54 PLATE PEUGEOT 206 
DIESEL ESTATE

£2450 o.n.o.

MOT and taxed, 53,000 miles, 
new tyres, very clean car.

Tel: 07917887629

£2250 o.n.o.

15’ GRP boat with a Honda 
8HP 4 stroke engine, road 

trailer and oars, all in 
excellent condition.

Telephone: 
01631 720414 or 

07775 501658

15’ GRP
BOAT

FORD TRANSIT 
MOBILE HOME

£5000 o.n.o.

350 LWB TD Conversion. Registered Mobile Home.
2 x double beds. Sink/Gas Rings/Oven/Grill/Fridge. Full electrics. 

Toilet. Leisure Batteries.

Tel: 07801 590235. 

£2700 o.n.o.

72,000 miles, limited edition 
model, 11 months MOT, 

5 months Tax, two brand new 
tyres, orange.

Please contact 
Donna on 

07901 337454 

FIAT PUNTO 2007 
(07) 1.4

HONDA
CBR125

£1750

Honda CBR125 - 06 plate - Manual 6 speed - 2330 miles - Black 
- one owner -Learner Legal - MOT 03/14 - Tax 07/13 - Service
100 miles ago - VERY GOOD CONDITION. First to see will buy.

Tel: 07796854136 Local Ardrishaig

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

2007 07 Reg Land 
Rover Discovery

2.7 Td V6 XS 

£11,995 no vat

and comes with 12 months MOT 

2011 11 Reg Land 
Rover Freelander 

2.2 TD4 ECO S
68,700 miles, 5 seats, 1 Owner, 

£11,995 no vat

and comes with 12 months MOT 
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LOGIC FLAIL MOWER

£2,500 INC.VAT

1.2 MTR.CUT FITTED WITH 18HP B&S
FULLY RE-CONDITIONED

THIS MACHINE WILL CUT RUSHES ,BRACKEN ETC.
SAVE 1,000’S ON NEW
STODDARTS OF OBAN

01631 564176/07799692072
WWW.STODDARTS.CO.UK

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

 YAMAHA F40BETL

£2,500

YAMAHA F40 4-STROKE E/START,TRIM&TILT
FULLY SERVICED C/W TANK,CONTROLS ETC.

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

WWW.STODDARTS.CO.UK
john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

MERCEDES
ML270

Diesel 2003, 4 new tyres, mot`d march 2014, 
full service, nice condition inside and out

Tel: 01496 810454

£1900 o.n.o.

First reg’d 7/03, MOT Feb 14, 
Tax Aug 13, 104,000 miles, 
2 owners, good condition.

Telephone: 
01586 830223

FORD MONDEO
1.8LX

FORD RANGE
51 PLATE

£2200 o.n.o.

2.5 turbo diesel - tax & MOT until May 2014
comes with Ifor Williams lid for pick up compartment

Tel: 07736 175914  or 01770 302822

MG ZS 2002 - BLUE

£500 no offers

MOT/Tax Aug 13, Spoiller, Alloys, Radio-CD, Good Condition, 
Ready to go.

Tel: 07866 335 435  

CITROEN DISPATCH
1.9HD

£1500

53 plate, six seater, tow bar, 
5months tax and MOT’d.

Tel: 01770 700417 (Arran)

10’ X 5’ INDESPENSION
TRAILER

£900 o.n.o.

Fixed sides, ramp tailgate. Private sale no VAT.
Trailer on Arran. 

Phone 07522 860435.

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

2005 FORD MONDEO 1.8 ZETEC
5DR HATCHBACK

£1750 o.n.o.

97k miles, excellent condition inside and out, taxed and MOT’d.
Little used winter tyres also available.

Tel: 01631 710 504 / 07799332880

£5900 o.n.o. (no VAT)

Double Cab, 4WD, 57 range 
(late 2007) New shape,

Same pick-up as Ford Ranger.
86,000 miles, with service printout,

2.5 diesel, 6 months Tax & MOT
full electrics, alloy wheels, side steps,

heated seats, CD player, towbar and electrics,
good on fuel, very dependable.

Tel. 07928 888128

MAZDA BT50
PICK-UP
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www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

FREEPHONE

0800 371 250
OBAN

01852 300174

FREE MEASURING / FREE ESTIMATES
FREE FITTING / MADE IN SCOTLAND

ALL BLINDS MADE TO MEASURE

Check out our Customer Views at 
www.customers.chriscraft.co.uk

blinds

stoves

mobility

• DOMESTIC
• HEAT RECOVERY

VENTILATION SYSTEMS
• PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
• NEW BUILDS
• PERIODIC & PAT TESTING

Mob – 07771 732 925
Tel – 01631 565 812

www.electrician-oban.co.uk
e-mail – lorne@waltonelectrical.plus.com

15 Airds Crescent | Oban | Argyll | PA34 5SQ

All aspects of electrical 
work undertaken

Member of

electrician

confectionery

home improvements

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Composite Decking

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Visit the website at 
to input your details and not only will your 

ad appear online but will  also appear 
in the Oban Times, The Campbeltown 
Courier, and The Argyllshire Advertiser 

ITEMS UNDER £50 ARE FREE

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE.................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

alternatively you can fill in the form below 
and hand it in to any of our offices (details below)

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,

Portree, Isle of Skye
Accounts Preparation 

for companies, sole traders and partnerships, 
charities, income and corporation tax, VAT & 

payroll bureau. Business plans, start up advice.
Enquiries welcomed from: 

LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS;  SKYE AND 
THE WEST HIGHLANDS

Tel: 01478 612942   Fax: 01478 613091

 ANTIQUES
AND COLLECTABLES
CRYSTAL GLASSES 
whisky, wine,  £3 each 
Telephone 01631 
562252.
HALF TEA SET Royal 
Albert Country Rose 
China and 6 meat plates, 
teapot, sugar and cream,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
562252.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY BATH SET cream 
coloured baby bath with 
top and tail bowl. Suitable 
from birth,  £7 Telephone 
07564 004237.
BABY BOUNCER 
Fisher-Price rainfor-
est bouncer, musical 
bouncer with various 
tunes, vibration mode, 
movable animals and 
lights,  £25 Telephone 
07564 004237.
BABY FLOOR GYM 
overhead play gym with 
various attachable toys. 
Encourages movement 
& play, suitable from 
birth. Machine washable 
mat,  £15 Telephone 
07564 004237.

 BICYCLES
GENTS MOUNTAIN 
BIKE Shogun model, 
good condition,  £30 Tel-
ephone 07769 553720.

 BUILDING / DIY
4 INCH VALVE 8 bolt 

PCD as new condition.  
Ideal for ponds etc,  
£49.99 Telephone 
07909 817294 or 01631 
563667.
BLOCK AND TACKLE 
Felco super half ton.  
Ideal for engine hoist-
ing etc, £30 Telephone 
07909 817294 or 01631 
563667
MASONRY FIXINGS 
large selection of vari-

nails, rawlbolts, hit 

rings,  £30 Telephone 
07909 817294 or 01631 
563667.
MONOBLOCS Selection 
of monoblocs. Various 
sizes and colours. Ideal 
for bbq’s etc. Call for de-
tails.  £20.00 Telephone 
07909 817294 or 01631 
563667.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
FREELANDER ROOF 
BARS genuine Lan-
drover Freelander roof 
bars in very good condi-
tion with locks and keys,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
770698.

 CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

CARAVAN free for uplift.  
Fridge and cooker in 
working order, ideal for 
conversion or spares.  
Telephone 07709 
178916.

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250

4 SOUND CONTINEN-
TAL TUBELESS radial 
205/55 R16 premium 
contact SSR tyres. To 
view ring Sandy,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 
563759.

 CATERING
EQUIPMENT

TEA SERVICE white 
china, 12 cups, saucers 
and plates.  Suitable for 
a Guest House,  Offers 
under £50 Telephone 
01631 562553².

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

LADIES CLOTHES 
mostly new with tickets 
on, size 24.  Telephone 
07522 868577.

 COMPUTERS
AND GAMES

LCD MONITOR 19 inch 
LCD Medion computer 
monitor, silver. (Camp-
beltown),  £20 Telephone 
07577 222019.

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

GAS COOKER good 
condition,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 01586 554753.
KENWOOD FOOD 
PROCESSOR FP610 
series with attachments 
and recipe book. Good 
condition,  £15 Tel-
ephone 01586 552514.

 DOMESTIC PETS
BLACK LABRADOR 
DOG PUP keeper reared 
KC registered.  Both 
parents steady workers 
and have low eye and 
hip scores. Bred for 
temperament and agility. 
Ready now,  £400 Tel-
ephone 01250 886272².
ENGLISH SPRINGER 
SPANIEL PUPS, L/W and 
B/W, both parents KC reg 
with good working pedi-
grees and can be seen.  
Work or pet as home 
reared.  Ready June 8.  
Telephone 01631 710366.

red, sire: hips & elbow 
scored, pra clear & eyes 

-
ally well bred, hip scored 
& eyes clear,  £500 Tel-
ephone 01290 338747.
PEDIGREE YORKSHIRE 
TERRIER Pups, 3 girls, 1 
boy, well fed and wormed 
ready now. Telephone 
01499 302396².
PEDIGREE BOXER PUP-
PIES Brindle and white. 
Wormed, vet-checked, 1st 
vaccination, ready start 
of June. £550 each. Tel. 
07717 308303 (Oban)

 FARMING
EQUIPMENT

TRACTOR DYNAMO 
believed to be off old 
Fergie diesel. Pulley 
turns freely, not tested,  
£10 Telephone 01852 
300225.
WORKING MUCK 
SPREADER Muck 
spreader for sale for use 
or scrap. Collection only,  
£350 Telephone 01546 
810284.

 FURNITURE
2 SEATER SOFA black 
leather in good condition,  
£49.99 Telephone 07760 
285105 after 6pm.
BOOKCASE/SHELVING 
UNIT dark wood, 60 X 
34 X 13,  £40.00 Tel-
ephone 07766 672252 
after 6pm.
SINGLE OAK BED with 
single pull out guest 
bed, Marks & Spencer, 
in very good condition,  
£200 Telephone 01586 
552256.
THREE PIECE SUITE 
three seater sofa and 
two arm chairs with 

covers,  £45 Telephone 
01583 421358.

 GARDEN
AL-KO GARDEN 
SHREDDER H1600DS, 
with instructions,  
£45ono Telephone 
01866 822492.

LATHE “Old” treadle, 
freestanding (heavy),  
£49.99 Telephone 01866 
822492.

 GARDEN MACHINERY
BRIGGS STRATTON 
ENGINE old 3.5 hp petrol 
side valve engine.  Air 
cooled horizontal shaft. 
Pull start with Acto tank, in 
GWO, Tayinloan,  £35 Tel-
ephone 07809 143406.
GARDEN LEAF 
VACUUM used twice, 
£550 new, will accept 
£200.  Telephone 07522 
868577.

 HEALTH
AND FITNESS

EXERCISE MACHINE  
Proaction Model H65 

£49.99 Telephone 01631 
710790 .
EXERCISE REBOUND-
ER used twice, complete 
with DVD, £79 new,  
£45 Telephone 01631 
564616 after 7pm.

 HEATING, FIRES
AND FIREPLACES

DIIMPLEX STORAGE 
HEATER  in good con-
dition,  £45 Telephone 
01631 710862.
ELECTRIC FIRE wood 
frame with tiled surround 
and tiled hearth,  £45 Tel-
ephone 01397 704042.
FIREPLACE black Origi-
nal Fireplace with tiles, 
inset,  £45 Telephone 
01631 710 862.
NOBO ELECTRIC WALL 

-
tion,  £30 Telephone 
01681 700495 or  07709 
612579.
NOBO ELECTRIC WALL 

-
dition,  £35 Telephone 
01681 700495 or  07709 
612579.

 HOBBIES
AND CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Blue 
& Baby Pink colours in 
stock available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

SKY PLUS HD BOX Sky 

months old. (Campbel-
town),  £40 Telephone 
07577 222019.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
MIRROR teak surround, 

£50 Telephone 01631 
562553².
STAIR MAT SET Merivo 
15 piece decorative pro-
tective stair mat set, dark 
brown, semi-circular mats, 
in unopened package. 
Cost £25,  £10 Telephone 
01852 300225.

 KITCHEN
AND BATHROOM

BATHROOM TAP state 
of Art modern chrome 
single tap, top swivel le-
ver, new,  £25 Telephone 
01631 720369.
BATHROOM TAP state 
of art single lever tap, 
modern with thin top 
swivel lever, bargain 
never used,  £25 Tel-
ephone 01631 720369.
BATHROOM TAPS Bris-

taps, bargain,  £20 Tel-
ephone 01631 720369.

WANTED
HARDY FISHING

TACKLE
Old and Modern

Also other makes of 
old tackle
Please

Telephone 
01786 823361

Email strathmore-
tackle@gmail.com

BREAKFAST BAR 
STOOLS 4 Ikea White 
Plastic with chrome legs, 

-
tion , not needed ideal for 
rentals,  £40 Telephone 
01631 720369.
WHITE BATHROOM 
SUITE 3 years old, 
Carradale,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 07879 080563.

 LEISURE
AND LIFESTYLE

GREEN THERMA REST 
AIRBED single, suitable 
for camping etc, rolls up 
small.  As new cost £70, 
sell for,  £25 Telephone 
07561 341825.

 LIVESTOCK
“MABEL” BROWN 
JENNY DONKEY 4 
years, quiet in every 
way, comes with two 
rugs.  Telephone 07990 
731845(Oban)².

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, 
Seil, Isle of Mull, Camp-
beltown, Tarbert, Machri-
hanish, Fort William.  

as a gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

MARINE
3 YRS OLD MARINE 
QUALITY back to back 
bench, seats 10 people, 
made of heavy larch, 
oak, alloy and stainless 

back.  Offers.  Telephone 
01631 562301 or 07765 
523699².
DORMAN DIESEL 
MANUALS Dorman type 
LD & LE rationalised 
engine User (Service 
Manual)  and Illustrated 
parts/spares manual. 
Original, near Tayinloan,  
£45 Telephone 07809 
143406.
REASE NEVILLE AL-
TERNATOR 24v 140 
amp alternator. New 
bushes, needs pulley. 
Ideal for marine or plant 
or portable welder. Very 

-
loan,  £45 Telephone 
07809 143406.

MARINE UNDER £250
SUZUKI OUTBOARD 
Two stroke 4.5hp. s/s. 
1970’s model.  Unused 
since bought as carbu-
rettor leaks. Spares or 
repair, probably repaira-
ble. Seil,  £20 Telephone 
01852 300225.

MISCELLANEOUS
SKIPNESS VIRTUAL 
GARAGE SALE Virtual 
Garage Sale,  www.skip-
ness-garage-sale.co.uk

OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

GENTS TAYLOR LIG-
NOID BOWLS in bag, 
hardly used,  £49.95 Tel-
ephone 01586 552512.
LADIES TAYLOR LIG-
NOID BOWLS with bag, 
hardly used,  £49.95 Tel-
ephone 01586 552512.
MOTORCYCLE TRIALS 
BOOTS kids trials boots, 
UK size 5.5, Alpine 
Stars,  £24 Telephone 
07876 141802.

 PET ACCESSORIES
DOG CARRIER BACK-
PACK metal framed ny-
lon backpack designed 
to carry small dog. Very 
sturdy. Similar to baby 
carrier,  £10 Telephone 
01851 300225.

 POWER TOOLS
2HP ELECTRIC MOTOR 
Brook Compton 2HP 
single phase electric 
motor,1420 revs, twin 
pulley, base mounted. 
Ideal saw- compressor 
ect. GWO. Near Tayin-
loan,  £45 Telephone 
07809 143406.
5HP PETROL ENGINE 
Honda type GX140 
horizontal tapered shaft 
engine. Needs pull 
start, good, clean, low 
hours. Near Tayinloan,  
£49.95 Telephone 07809 
143406.

 PRINTING AND STA-
TIONERY

BUSINESS STATION-
ERY Design and printing 
of letterheads, comp slips 
and cards, for a hassle 
free service contact 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
New baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day. Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake. Call Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

 TRAILERS

in perfect condition. 
Totally leak proof, roller 
door. Pictures can be 
sent,  £500 Telephone 
01546 810284.

 WANTED
SCRAP METAL all 
types of scrap metal, we 
uplift scrap cars, call Mr 
Cook, West Coast Scrap 
Metals.  Telephone 
01499 500638 or 07787 
991636.

PERSONALS

Happy 18th 
Birthday

Eilidh Hunter
Lots of love from all

the family xx

printing



24 BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS Thursday 23 May, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

News Editor
Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial Director
Stewart MacKenzie
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
01631 568060
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Steven Flanagan
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Richard Haddock
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Faith Orr
forr@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345
Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646
Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive
Fiona Bennett
fbennett@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Mairi Auld
mauld@obantimes.co.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD
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BIRTHS
MACLEAN - Maclean of 
Ardgour. To Ewen and Anne 
on  May 13, 2013, a daughter 
Evere Carrie, a sister for 
Hector.

MARRIAGES

DIAMOND WEDDING
OLDALE - Gladys Pearl and 
Raymond, Dalmally. Were 
married in St John’s Methodist 
Church, Arbroath May, 23 
1953.

DEATHS
LEROY - Moreen, in her 89th 
year, passed away on May 13, 
2013 in Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Formerly of Killiechronan, 
Isle of Mull and Manor House, 
Oban.
MACLAREN - Peacefully 
in her sleep on May 15, at 
Fochabers, Annabella (née 
MacKenzie) aged 92 years 
formerly of 57 Glenlia, 
Foyers. Beloved wife of the 
late Angus MacLaren. A much 
loved mother to Hazel and 
family and granny to David 
and Gareth and great granny to 
Kaitlyn Evans. Funeral service 
at Fraser & Son, Inverness 
thereafter to Boleskine 
Cemetery.
McLEAN - Peacefully at 
home, Fort William, after a 
short illness, with his loving 
family and dogs by his side, on 
Sunday, May 19, 2013, aged 
71, Allan McLean, beloved 
husband of Alicia. Funeral 
service Friday, May 24, 2013, at 
10.30am in the Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church, Fort 
William, thereafter at Inverness 
Crematorium at 1.30pm.  All 
friends respectfully welcome.  

All donations, if desired, 
may be given at the service 
or to the funeral directors, 

Crescent, Inverlochy, which 
will be forwarded to Glen Mor 
Medical Practice who provided 
care.
MUIR - Peacefully, on May 
17, 2013, Hugh Muir aged 
81 years, beloved husband 
of Elizabeth, devoted father 
of Donald, Alastair and 
Sheila. Much loved Grandpa 
to 5 grandchildren. Funeral 
service at Kilmallie Church of 
Scotland, on Friday May 24, 
2013 at 10.30am. Please wear 
bright colours if you wish. 
Enquiries to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors, Tel. 01397 
702128.
REID - Peacefully at the 
Lynn of Lorne Care Home, 
Benderloch on May 21, 
2013, in her 75th year, Vera 
MacLean, beloved wife of the 
late Willie Reid, dear mum of 
Margaret, Catherine, William, 
Lorna & the late Dorothy, a 
loving grandmother and great-
grandmother.
SIMCOX - Peacefully on 
Monday May 20, 2013 at 
L.I.D.G.H., Helen, (née 
Duncan), 60 Ellenabeich, 
Easdale, devoted wife of 
David, most loving mother, 
mother-in-law and grannie to 
the late Garry, and to Davie, 
Kirsty, Rebecca, Scottie and 
Callan. The funeral will take 
place at Kilbrandon Church, 
Seil, on Thursday May 23, 
2013 at 1pm.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
BAIN - Ann, Colin and family 
would like to thank all family 

and messages of sympathy 
following the sad loss of Mum, 
Jessie Bain.Our grateful thanks 
to Tarbert doctors, nurses, 
home-helps and neighbours 
for their care and support. To 
all staff at Eader Glinn, Oban 
for the wonderful care and 
kindness to mum.
CAMERON - Mary and Allan 
would like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
their kind expressions of 
sympathy on the loss of Isa. 
Special thanks to Ballachulish 
Medical Centre, Belford 

Nursing Home for all their 
care and support. Thanks also 
to Rev Gordon Mair for his 
comforting service, to Mike 
McFall and staff, undertakers 
for all the funeral arrangements 
and Ben View Hotel, Strontian 
for refreshments and to all 
who paid their last respects at 
the church and at the interment 
at Drimnatorran Cemetery, 
Strontian. Donations of 

Resident’s Fund.
- Janika, Bunree, Onich.

HICKFORD - FRASER 
Both families are delighted 
to announce the marriage 
of Catriona, daughter of 
the late Danny Hickford, 
Isle of Lismore and Irene 
Richardson, Cumbernauld 

to Graeme, elder son of Jim 
and Janice Fraser, Nant Drive 

Oban at Gretna on Friday 
May 17, 2013.

MILLER - George, Isobel and 
family would like to thank all 
friends and family for all their 
kind expressions of sympathy 
on the loss of their mother, 
granny and nanny, Betty. 
Thanks to D&A Munn and the 
Rev. Dugald Cameron for a 
beautiful service. To Aulay’s 

tribute that Betty would have 
been proud of. A collection of 
£218.32 was raised for Cancer 
Research, thanks to everyone.
WYLIE - The aunts, uncle 
and cousins of Alistair would 
like to give special thanks to 
all his friends and neighbours 
for the care and help they 
afforded him.  Thanks to Rev 
Liz Gibson for her comforting 
service, to the Glenorchy 
Lodge for refreshments, 
Catriona at Hamish Hoey 

and sympathetic services, 
Gordon McNab at Stevenson 
Kennedy for guidance and to 
all who attended the church 
and graveside.  The retiring 
collection for ABCD raised 
£732.89.

MEMORIAMS
BROWN - Rebecca, May 23, 
2011 and Ian, June 8, 2007. 
Fond memories,
Sorely missed.
- Daughter Elizabeth and 
families x 
- Son-in-law Donnie and 
families x
CHILDS - Treasured 
memories of my husband 
Larry, died May 26, 2002.
To have and to hold and then 
to part
With the greatest sorrow in 
my heart.
- Love always Margaret. xx
FAGAN - In memory of Frank, 
who died May 24, 2011.
Sadly missed.
- Jessie and David.
MACDONALD - In 
loving memory of my 
dear father Alexander who 
died on May 23, 1993. 
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Jessie and Ian.
McGUNIGAL - In loving 
memory of our beloved son 
Sandy McGunigal, who died 
May 23, 2010.
Remembering you is easy 
We do it everyday
It’s the heartache of losing you
that never goes away.
Love always.
-  Mam, dad, sisters, nieces 
and nephews.
MILLER - In loving memory 
of our dear dad, papa and 
great papa, Peter, died 13 May 
2008.
We never ask for miracles
But today just one would do
To see the front door open
and see our dad walk through
Love and miss you everyday.
- George, Isobel and families.
NICOLSON - Treasured 
memories of our dear mother, 
grandmother and great- 
grandmother Katie, who 
passed away May 21, 2010, 
also remembering our dear 
father, grandfather and great-
grandfather Donald, who 
passed away August 13, 1987.
We hold you close within our 
hearts
And there you shall remain
To walk with us throughout 
our lives
Until we meet again.
Loved and sadly missed 
always.
- Inserted by family at Spean 
Bridge and Fort William.
NICOLSON - In loving 
memory of our dear father 
and grandfather Donald 
who died May 22, 1980. 
Also remembering our dear 
brothers and uncles Joseph 
(Joe) who died April 30, 
1987 and Alister accidentally 
drowned September 16, 1965.
Loved and remembered always.
- Sadly missed by all the 
family.

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 26 May 2013

Trinity Sunday
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Commuion ................. 08.00
Sung Eucharist .................... 10.15

Sunday School and Creche
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost.
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish,
Cladich

Holy Eucharist .................... 11.00
St Columba, Gruline, Mull

Holy Communion ............... 11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist .................... 08.00
Evensong ............................. 20.15
Holy Eucharist ..............................
 .......................Wed 29 May 14.30

CHURCH NOTICES

MEMORIALS

EWART - DOUGLAS
Julie Ewart, Kilchoan and Neil Douglas, Glasgow were 

married at Luss Parish Church, Loch Lomond. Julie is daughter 
of Iona and Gus MacLean, Ian Ewart and grand-daughter of 

Catriona and the late Gillespie MacMillan, Kilchoan.
Photo by Audrey Russell Photography.

WEDDING

An outdoor education in Inveraray
TAKING education outside will 
be the theme when Inveraray 
hosts a special outdoor education 
event on Saturday.

The second annual Forestry 
Education Initiative outdoor 
learning event, organised by 
Oban social enterprise Stramash 
on behalf of the North and 
West Argyll Forest Education 
Initiative Group, the event aims 
to inspire educators to take the 
curriculum outdoors.

Held at Inveraray Conference 
Centre, the workshops aim to 
encourage teachers and early 
years staff to go further with 
their outdoor learning, build-

ing on the good practice that’s 
already happening across the 
region.

Last year, the workshops 
broadly covered outdoor cook-
ery, knots and their creative 

discovery.
Stramash’s Craig Wilson 

said: ‘It aims to increase 
young people’s understanding 
of the link between trees and the 
many everyday products, which 
they provide, and to enable them 
to appreciate the environmental, 
social and economic importance 
of trees, woodlands, forests and 
wood products.’

Hope for former Pancake Place in Oban
THERE are hopes that one of the empty premises on Oban’s George 
Street will have a new tenant this week, if an offer to lease the former 
Pancake Place is accepted.

Estate agents Bell Ingram said it could not reveal the name of 
the company that had applied for the lease but indicated it was a 
restaurant business.

ARGYLL and the Isles’ reputation as Scotland’s 
prime tourist destination was enhanced further 
this week after receiving 10 nominations in the 
VisitScotland Thistle Awards.

One of the most prestigious accolades available 
in the industry, the nominees from across the area 
have had to battle against the best in the central 
south west region - including businesses in Glas-
gow.   

The winners will then go forward to the national 

Kintyre’s Royal and Ugadale Hotels could do 
well, having been shortlisted for the best hotel 
award jointly. The overarching venture between 
the hotels, The Village at Machrihanish Dunes, 
was also nominated for the training and skills de-
velopment award and the Year of Natural Scotland 
best nature based experience award.

Coll goes head to head with island neighbour 
Tiree in the best sporting event award, with the 
Coll Half Marathon up against the Tiree Wave 
Classic. Both will have to beat the Tour of Britain 
to win the category. 

nominated in the best guest house or bed and 
breakfast award category, alongside Tobermory’s 
Brockville B and B.

The Coll Hotel and Arran’s Auchrannie Resort 
go up against the Royal and Ugadale Hotels in the 
best hotel award, while Clan Cottages, Oban, is 
nominated in best self serve accommodation.

is shortlisted for the best partership in tourism 
award.

The nominees will travel to New Lanark Mill, 
South Lanarkshire, on June 5 to discover if they’ve 
won.

Argyll and Isles features strongly 
in VisitScotland Thistle Awards

Appin joins great tapestry
A GROUP of women in the vil-
lage of Appin have come together 
to create their submission to The 
Great Tapestry of Scotland.

The Appin Stitchers, as they 
have become known, met at the 
Port Appin home of textile artist 
Midge Gourlay to bring together 
the panel, which depicts scenes 
from the Battle of Ypres and the 
building of HMS Hood on the 
River Clyde.

The Great Tapestry of Scotland 
is a project to stitch the story of 
Scotland’s history and more than 
160 panels are being put together 
by 800 stitchers from across the 
country.

The Appin Stitchers were 
given their illustrated panel in 
August last year and followed 
the design drawn into the linen 
background.

However, the group was al-
lowed to design the bottom right 
hand corner of the panel and 
chose to create an embroidered 
postcard, depicting a poppy.

The lace edge design was taken 
from a hankie sent from Midge’s 
great uncle, Percy Rollin, to 
his sister from the front line in 
Belgium.

Mrs Gourlay said: ‘It has been 
such a fun experience that we 
are considering keeping the 

The other Appin Stitchers are: 
Doreen Evans, Helen Currie, 
Joy Blakeney, Pat Wyatt Webb, 
Anne White, Jean Breckenridge, 
Margaret Rayworth, Fiona 
Hunter, Morag White and Janet 
Fairbairn.

The panel will now be taken 
to Edinburgh for the inaugural 
exhibition at the Scottish Parlia-
ment in September.

The Great Tapestry of Scotland 
was the brainchild of Scottish au-
thor Alexander McCall Smith. The Appin Stitchers with their panel. 15_t21tapestry01

MEMBERS of Oban’s Inner 
Wheel Club have raised £504 
for Mary’s Meals as part of their 
charity work this year.

The members been working 
hard to raise money for two 
important causes: Mary’s 
Meals and the Mulanje Mission 
Hospital.

The ladies also collected 21 
backpacks containing essential 
items for the children.

Club members then took 
up their knitting needles in 
response to a call for warm baby 
clothes for the Mulanje Mission 
Hospital to replace the newborn 
babies’ newspaper shawls.

were presented to the Edinburgh 
Medical Missionary Society who 
forward them on to the charity.

Inner Wheel 
ladies give 
Mary’s Meals 
backing

Oban Inner Wheel Club members pictured with their donations.

A CHILDREN’S group on the 
Isle of Islay will be able to de-
velop its services after receiving 
funding of nearly £10,000.

Islay and Jura Toy Library 
was successful in applying to 
Communities and Family Fund 
for £9,876.

The Bowmore-based centre 
will continue to run its stay and 
play services for under-8s. 

The group transports its toys 
to different centres, and expe-
rienced play leaders/volunteers 
instigate fun family activities, 
encouraging parents to get 
involved. 

This group currently run 
weekly sessions at Port 
Charlotte, fortnightly ses-
sions at Jura Toddlers Group, 
monthly sessions at Port Ellen 
Toddlers Group and supports 
a local Gaelic class. It will 
also now train staff to support 
disabled children and hold two 
celebratory events marking the 
service’s 10th birthday.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell welcomed the funding, 
adding: ‘I would like to con-
gratulate all involved with the 
Islay and Jura Toy Library.

‘Play is such an important part 
of learning and this project is 
almost unique in its diversity.’

The Communities and 
Families Fund is set to run 
over the next three years with 
£4.5 million from The Scottish 
Government and £1.5 million 
from the Big Lottery Fund. 

It offers grassroots projects 
the chance to get funding of 
between £250 and £10,000. This 
fund is focused on improving 
early learning, health and well-
being for children under eight 
years old by supporting them, 
their families and communities.

Children’s 
group granted 
£10,000

Food campaign to 
spread message at 
Oban’s Oxfam
OBAN’S Oxfam shop will  
tomorrow (Friday) welcome 

more about The Enough Food IF 
campaign.

The campaign aims to prevent 
land clearances in parts of Af-
rica, Asia and South America, 
calling on governments to stop 
poor farmers being forced off 
their land, stop children dying 
from hunger, stop companies 
dodging tax in poor countries 
and be honest about their role in 
the food system.

Bridget Gourlay of Oxfam and 
Marian Pallister from the Scot-
tish Catholic International Aid 
Fund (SCIAF) will be available 
to discuss the campaign between 
11am - 3pm.

Marian said: ‘Land clearances 
are an intrinsic part of the his-
tory of Argyll and the Isles - but 
in too many parts of the world, 
land clearances are a brutal real-
ity today.’  

Change welcomes men to the Guild
IT USED to be called the Wom-
an’s Guild.

But there’s been a name change 
and the Church of Scotland Guild 
is trying to attract men.

More than 300 men have joined 
the Guild and Mrs Mary Ford, 
the Guild’s national convener, 
told the General Assembly that 
the Guild is this year celebrat-

ing its 125th anniversary and 
its membership nationally is 
25,000.

Taboo
Mrs Ford said the new look 

Guild refused to shirk ‘taboo’ 
issues like domestic violence.

She said: ‘We believe we can 
meet the challenges today’s 

of working which will enable 

in the Guild where they can feel 
useful and have friendship and 
fellowship.’

Meanwhile, the skills and 
experience of older people in the 
Church of Scotland will become 
better utilised in the Golden Age 
Project.
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The Tobermory Ladies Open was held on Saturday with a very good turnout and great weather. The winner was Angela 
McLauchlin, ahead of Glencruitten Golf Club teammate Helen Pearson and Rosie Barbour, also Glencruitten, in third. Home 
winner was Doris Hargreaves, longest drive went to Diana Dalgetty (Glencruitten) and nearest the pin was Diana Dalgetty 

(Glencruitten). 

Glencruitten success at Tobermory Ladies Open

THE ROTARY Club of Oban 
will hold its 28th Am-Am at 
Glencruitten on Sunday June 2. 
Money raised will go to local 
charities.

The event has so far raised 
more than £130,000 since it 
started 28 years ago. 

A good turnout is expected and 
50 teams will play for the Bank 
of Scotland Trophy, which was 
won last year by Lonan Proper-
ties. 

Glencruitten is in great shape 
for the event and with the assist-
ance of local sponsors it is hoped 
£6,000 will be raised.

Teams of four from across 
Scotland will take part.

OBAN Cricket Club has started 
its 2013 season with a comfort-
able win over Helensburgh at an 
overcast Taynuilt.

Leach and Kelly to thank for a 
strong opening 15 overs. Kelly 
was brilliantly caught at mid-on 
for 24 and Leach scored seven 
fours before retiring for 57. 

This brought big-hitting 
Tristan Carre and the equally as 
explosive Daniel Booker to the 
middle. 

in for a work-out as the Oban 

pair smashed a succession of 
boundaries. 

Blasted
Booker scored 47 and Carre 

leave Oban 208 for 7 after 40 
overs.

Helensburgh would have to 

to win and their chase got off to 
a poor start when Santos bowled 
Sullivan. 

form with three wickets to leave 
the visitors on the ropes at 10 
for 4. 

Helensburgh needed their tail 
to wag and it did just that with 
Chambers adding a crucial 28. 
Just when it looked like the 

undone by a ball from Kelly 
which spun and clipped the top 
of the off-stump.

to bowl-out Helensburgh for 96 
and to leave Oban winners by 
112 runs.

This Sunday Oban welcome 
Carradale to Taynuilt for the 
opening Argyll League game of 
the season.

Oban Cricket Club begins 2013 
season with Helensburgh victory

AN AMATEUR footballer 

ambition next week by playing 
at Scotland’s national football 
stadium.

Youth worker Innes Paterson, 
who is from Taynuilt but now 
lives in Lochgilphead, will play 
at Hampden on Tuesday - but 
not on behalf of his country. 

Innes, who turns 26 on 
Sunday, is the lucky winner of 
a competition. Innes won the 
Vauxhall Big Pitch Scotland 
competition on twitter. 

It asked football enthusiasts to 
name the most capped player in 
Scottish history and tell them 
why they deserved the oppor-
tunity of playing at the Glasgow 
stadium. Innes said: ‘I have 

been going to Scotland games 
for years and after the Wales 
game in March it dawned on 
me that I hadn’t seen Scotland 

win for a while. I looked back 
at Scotland’s results and I found 
that I haven’t seen them win 
since 1999 against Bosnia.

‘I tend to go to one or two 
games a year so you can imagine 
how much heartache I’ve been 
through. 

‘I basically explained all of 
this in my competition entry 
and that I deserved some joy at 
Hampden for once.’

Innes is one of a number of 
winners from across Scotland 
who could be sharing the pitch 
with former Scottish footballing 
greats. 

The Lochgilphead Red Star 
defender also won tickets to the 

Belgium and a full Scotland kit.

Amateur footballer wins 
chance to play at Hampden

Innes Paterson

Rotary Am-Am 
date decided

REPORT BY 
RICHARD HADDOCK

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Isle of Skye GC

Tight at the top in 
bowling league

TEN PIN BOWLING

Busy weekend at 
Fort William GC

GOLF Fort looking 
to end the 
season on a 
high note
‘If we can get a squad together we can 
compete with most teams in the league’

Easy win for Ewan

FORT William will look to end 
another trying season with a 
good result against fellow strug-
glers Lossiemouth at Claggan 
Park on Saturday.

The sides have each lost 30 
out of 33 games in 2012/13 and 
occupy the bottom two positions 
in the Highland League.

Fort are four points behind 
meaning even a win on Saturday 
would not be enough for them to 
leapfrog Lossie.

But manager Danny Conlon 
told The Oban Times a good per-
formance and result would boost 

shattered by last weekend’s 12-2 
hammering away to big-spend-
ing Brora Rangers.

Conlon said: ‘A good result 
would give us all a bit of a boost 
and I think that’s something we 

FORT William Golf Club 
started a busy weekend with 
the Craig Paterson Trophy on 
Saturday, Jimmy Ross shooting 
a net 70 to take the win.

David MacPherson was 
second with Owen Sweeney in 
third.

On Sunday the 1912 Cup was 
held with Neil Young taking a 
one shot victory.

Toby Richardson was runner 
up with a net round of 64, with 
Andrew Brown in third. 

The second round of the 
ladies’ Cameron Trophy was 
also played on Saturday, with 

Rosemary Macintyre was 
second with Hazel Cameron 
third.

Macintyre however won the 
May Medal on Sunday, with a 
net round of 71. Kim Topping 

second, with Hazel Cameron 
third.

Results:Saturday: Craig Paterson 
Trophy - 1, Jimmy Ross 87-17=70; 2, 
David MacPherson 79-8=71; Owen 
Sweeney 98-25=73. Cameron Trophy 
second round - 1, Helen Brian 32 points; 
Rosemary Macintyre 28 points; Hazel 
Cameron 26 points.

Sunday: 1912 Cup - 1, Neil 
Young 77-14=63; 2, Toby Richardson 75-
11=64(BIH); 3, Andrew Brown 75-
11=64. Ladies May Medal - 1, Rosemary 
Macintyre 82-11=71; 2, Kim Topping 
90-14=76; 3, Hazel Cameron 93-17=76.

pin bowling singles leagues at 
the Nevis Centre Pam Weller 
leads the scratch league with 66 
points.

Colin Pinkett is close behind 
in second place on 64 points 
with Tommy McKnight in third 
on 60 points. 

The handicap league for the 
Robert Cairns trophy is led by 
David Cameron on 55 points 
followed by Chris McCaig on 
48 points and Gilbert Mullen on 
47 points.

Colin Pinkett is the leader in 
the chase for the Nevis Radio 
High Pin Trophy with 2,192 
pins closely followed by Pam 
Weller in second with 2,188 and 
Rossamy Wareing in third with 
2,058.

This week’s top performer and 
gaining this week’s maximum 
15 points in both scratch and 
handicap divisions was Tony 
Whitelocke, with the top three 
game scratch series of 528 and 
the top three game handicap 
series of 651. The top individual 
scratch games this week were 
a 231 from Tony Whitelocke 

row and a 201 from Pam Weller 
which included four strikes in 
a row.

ISLE of Skye Golf Club’s May 
stableford competition saw 
Willie Cowie win by one stroke 
last weekend. Cowie scored 41, 
with Mike Williams second on 
40 points and Craig Irvine-
Smith third on 37.

Last week the club held the 
May Black and White Shield, 
with John Finlayson winning 
category one (handicap 0-12). 
Jamie Beaton was second with 
Alasdair I Campbell third.

In category 13-28, Martin 
Bird took the win from John 
Marshall and John D Macken-
zie.

The first tournament of the season for Lochaber Bowling Club was held with a wet start in the 
morning which gave way to a drier afternoon.  A small band of six pairs played an exciting contest 
with the top two pairs tied on points with shots up deciding the outcome. Pictured above are the 

winners, right to left, Bill Clark and Keith Brannigan with runners-up Eddie Downs and Liz Kennedy. 

WEST Highland Wheelers 
latest time trial saw 13 riders 
tackle an 18 miles hilly route 
anti-clockwise around Loch 
Leven into a strong headwind.

and eventually took a comfort-

50 minutes and 42 seconds.
Stephen Burns edged out 

for third place, with both men 
recording times of 54 minutes 
and 15 seconds.

Emma Holgate was the fastest 
female rider in a time of 62 
minutes and 34 seconds.

Time trial stalwart Davy 
Gunn made his return following 
a back injury, and recorded 
a time of 59 minutes and 32 
seconds.

KINLOCHLEVEN based Claymores Amateur Boxing Club are 
gearing up for their latest home show on Saturday June 15, with 
boxing legend Ken Buchanan MBE the guest of honour.

The former Undisputed World Lightweight Champion will 
hand out the trophies after the bouts, with some local youngsters 
hopeful of getting their hands of the prizes at the Scotland vs 
England select show.

Current Scottish novice champion Callum Clement of Tyndrum 
will be hoping to impress in front of his home crowd, while 
Ballachulish pair Kerr Mackin, aged 12, and 13 year old Cameron 
Sutherland will also be hoping to make an impact.

-

NINE Lochaber primary school teams competed 
in this years Primary Netball Festival organised 
by Active Schools at Lochaber High School. 

And it was Lochyside RC who continued their 
recent domination, winning the tournament to 
add to their recent league and netball festival 
successes.

Banavie A taking the match to extra time before 
Lochyside came through to take the win. Inverlo-

LOCHABER Athlete Club’s 
Finlay Wild won the Goat Fell 
Race on the Isle of Arran ahead 

last Saturday.
Wild completed the eight 

mile climb and back in a time 
of one hour, 15 minutes and 56 
seconds, over three minutes 
ahead of second placed Andrew 
Fallas of Carnethy.

Lochaber’s relegation fears increased as they went down 3-2 at home to Kinlochshiel on Saturday. Gordie MacDonald struck twice 
in two first half minutes of the Orion Group Premiership tie, only to see Shaun Nicolson reduce the deficit after the break.  But John 

MacRae’s strike with 24 minutes left to play was enough to seal to two points, despite Ben Delaney’s last minute penalty. Oliver ‘Ach’ 
Macrae is pictured firing over a dangerous cross as Lochaber’s Brian MacDonald attempts to block.

For a full roundup, see the shinty page.     20_f21lochaber02

CYCLING

ATHLETICS

Wild win for Finlay

all need right now, certainly the 
younger players. It would be 
good to get the last result out of 
our system.

‘It’s the last game, the season 
has gone for us now. Whatever 
happens this Saturday is not go-
ing to affect next season. Lossie 
might want to look at some new 
players for next season, and we’d 
like to do that as well.’

He continued: ‘We’ve got three 
big players - Michael Gillespie, 
Andy Martin and Darren Quigg. 
If we’re missing one of them, 
we’ll struggle, if we’re missing 
two then we’re in trouble.

‘If we can get a squad together 
we can compete with most teams 
in the league - but the problem is 
getting the squad together.’

Darren Quigg and Darren 
Duncan will both sit out the 
Lossie game, but Conlon is 
hopeful Davie Forbes, Iain Ma-
cLellan and Andy Maclean will 
all be involved.

Conlon had a skeleton squad 
available for last weekend’s trip 
to Brora, due to a cocktail of in-
jury, illness, work commitments 
and a wedding in Fort William.

But Fort’s requests to get the 
tie switched to a midweek date 
fell on deaf ears.

Conlon said: ‘We really strug-
gled to get 11 players on the 
park. I had a 17 year-old playing 
up against Ross Tokely, and I 
had a 15 year-old and a 16 year-
old playing. 

‘I was a bit disappointed with 
Brora. They played their strong-
est side, and after some of their 
goals some players were running 
into the net to pick the ball out. 
I thought it showed a lack of 
respect.’

A bumper rollover jackpot 
of £900 is up for grabs in this 
week’s Fort William FC lotto 
draw.

Last week’s numbers were 8, 
10 and 16.

wood, where he took on an experienced opponent.
-

ally lost by just a single point.
Club coach Martin Glenesk said: ‘We are in great shape, we now 

have nine carded juniors, two of them are girls, so this bodes well 
for the club’s future.

‘ We also have local DJ and Nevis Radio station manager David 
Ogg as our announcer for the night so we are looking forward to a 
fantastic evening.’

For tickets contact 07799 705 742 or call into the club which is 
open Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 6pm-8:30pm.

CYCLING

Ken Buchanan guest of honour at boxing show

Wet start to the bowling season

The winning Lochyside team with their trophy and defeated finalists Banavie 
20_f21netball02

-
side in the league, with Caol A and Banavie B in 
third place.

Lia Hunter of High Life Highland said: ‘Special 
thanks go to Carol Cairns, Primary PE teacher 
and Claire Lumley Holmes of the Fort William 

tournament and supporting netball in the primary 
schools.’

NETBALL

Lochyside RC win netball festival



26 SPORT Thursday 23 May, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Title dream 
over for this 
season after 
two defeats 
‘I can’t fault the boys for effort, 
they’ve worked really hard’

Dougal’s in the 
driving seat

GOLF

OBAN Saints faced another 
double header last weekend 
when they travelled to take on 
Casltemilk on Saturday and 
played host to St Joseph’s at 
Glencruitten on Sunday. 

But it proved to be a disap-
pointing two days as the Oban 
side lost both games.
The two games a weekend pro-

gramme is now starting to take 
its toll on the squad with injuries 
beginning to mount up, but 
manager Iain Jackson rufuses to 
make that an excuse for the two 
defeats over the weekend.
He said: I’m not disputing the 

to play two games in two days, 

into it. 
‘The problem was we lost two 

bad goals against Castlemilk and 
another one on Sunday against 
St Joe’s, but still created enough 
chances to win both games.’

Castlemilk 2
Oban Saints 1

On Saturday Saints travelled 
to take on Castlemilk and found 
themselves two goals down after 
16 minutes and these must go 
down to two defensive lapses in 
concentration from Daniel Cas-
sells and Jamie Graham.
The Oban side had been play-

ing well in the opening period 
of the game but these two goals, 

against the run of play, knocked 

However, they battled their 
way back into the game and 
Alex Craik pulled a goal back in 
the 36th minute when he netted 
from close range.
The visitors were on top and 

created two or three reasonable 
chances from headers but these 

It was a determined Oban 

second half and had the home 
side pinned back but again sev-
eral good scoring chances were 
missed.
The best chance fell to Craig 

MacEwan who was played 
through by Willie Gemmell, but 
he failed to hit the target with 
only the keeper to beat.
Although under pressure the 

home side managed to hold 
out and it was a disappointed 
Saints squad that trooped off the 
pitch on the wrong end of a 2-1 
scoreline.

Oban Saints 0
St Joseph’s 1

Saints played their second game 
in 24 hours when they took on 
Duntocher side St Joseph’s at 
Glencruitten on Sunday
Injuries on Saturday to Asen 

Gaydardzhiev and Willie Gem-
mell forced them to miss this 
game, but Donald Campbell was 

bench.
The home side started well and 

Mattie Rippon forced a great 
save from St Joe’s keeper Sean 
Gibbons in the fourth minute.

side knocking the ball about, but 
the Oban lads were closing them 
down quickly.
Myles McAuley had a good op-

portunity in the seventh minute 

the bar.
The visitors came storming 

Eddie Swift - taken to hospital.

Dene Cassells in a race for the ball during last Sunday’s game against St Joseph’s. Photos: Stephen Lawson

A STUNNING net 54 (gross 
68) put Willie Dougal into a 
seemingly unassailable position 
in Dalmally Golf Club’s 
Handicap Championship.

With one round to go, there 
is considerable daylight 
between Dougal and his nearest 
challenger Terry MacNair, who 

second round 62.
Meanwhile the Club’s Seniors 

Open drew a large turnout with 
a timely interlude in the recent 
poor weather giving players 
ideal conditions to play in.

 Josephine Monaghan of 
Dumbarton topped the ladies 
section while home player 
Bobby Johnston took the overall 
honours for the gents, both 
players scoring 38 stableford 
points.

The club is inviting entries 
for their annual Ladies Open, 
which takes place on Saturday 
June 15. 

THE Letters Trophy played at 
islay Golf Club on May 19: 1 
Ross Johnston 75 Less 10 Net 
65; 2 Donald Logan 81 Less 
14  Net 67; 3 Sam Johnston           
73 Less 4 Net 69. Css 70.

Islay Golf club

back into the game and Kevin 
Williams had a good effort but 
his shot went past the post.
St Joe’s keeper Sean Gibbons, 

who had a great game with 
a string of excellent saves, 
thwarted another Mattie Rippon 
effort touching a goal-bound 
effort over the bar.
Saints were creating chances 

and Marc MacCallum came 
close with a header, then Myles 

left foot effort.
However, just before the 

interval the Oban side found 
themselves a goal behind when 
Chris Scouller found himself 
unmarked at a corner and he 

headed the ball home. This was 
another poor goal for Saints 
to lose right on the half time 
whistle.
The second half was much the 

on the attack, but St Joseph’s 
always looked dangerous and 
were unlucky when John Paul 
Seagrave hit the post.
Saints were taking the game to 

St Joe’s, but again keeper Gib-

two great saves.
The home side lost the services 

of Eddie Swift with a nasty fa-
cial injury midway through the 
second half, his place up front 
taken by Donald Campbell.

Saints pushed hard to get back 
in the game, but luck was not 
going with them as Craig MacE-
wan saw a shot come back off 
the bar with the keeper beaten.
Although they battled hard 

Saints could not break down a 
resolute St Joseph’s defence and 
it was the visitors who picked 
up all three points and probably 
killed off any hopes Saints had 
of winning the league champi-
onship.
Manager Iain Jackson was 

bitterly disappointed: He said: 
‘I can’t fault the boys for effort, 
they’ve worked really hard and I 

but things are not going our way 

just now. We’re picking up nig-
gling injuries, but hopefully they 
will have cleared up by the time 

comes around on June 2.
Saints have only one game 

this weekend when they take on 

match of the season. Due to 
the rugby sevens being held at 
Glencruitten the game against 
Inverclyde will take place on the 
3G pitch at Oban High School 
with a 2pm kick-off.
Congratulations go to Postal 

United on retaining the league 
title. They defeated Aikenhead 
Thistle 2-0 on Tuesday night and 
can’t now be caught.

POOL
THE TOP 32 ranked players in 
Oban recently competed at The 
Lancaster Hotel for the Oban 
Singles Championship.

After several hours of high 
intensity matches, Jim Muir 
took on defending champion 
Geo Adam in a familiar-looking 

Despite being locked at one 
frame apiece Muir couldn’t 
further threaten Adam’s crown, 
with the Cellar’s star man 
eventually easing over the line 

defend the championship.
With the general standard 

of play over the last few years 

feat may not be repeated in the 
near future.

Geo retains his 
singles title 

ARDNAMURCHAN High 
School dominated Lochaber 
Rugby Club’s annual inter school 
tag rugby tournament, getting 

Four high schools entered two 
teams each - Lochaber, Kin-
lochleven, Ardnamurchan and 
Mallaig. The competition was 
split in to two leagues with the 
winners of each league playing 

Victory
And it was Ardnamurchan (A) 

The teams line up outside the clubhouse during last week’s tournament.  20_f21rugby01

defeating Ardnamurchan (B) 
5-3.

Pauline Donaldson, who 
helped organise the event, said: 
‘All schools provided a good 
afternoon of entertaining rugby, 
quite a few girls showing the 
boys a clean pair of heels.

The event was again sponsored 
by Sportsafe UK Ltd and their 
regional manager for Scotland 
Charlie Donaldson presented the 
winning team with their prize.

YOUTH RUGBY

Ardnamurchan win tag 
rugby tournament

Prizewinners from the Three Player Stableford at Taynuilt Golf Club. 

round (Gross) + Medal played 
on May 14: 1 Mairead Sim, 69 
(15); 2 Carol MacLarty, 69 (19); 
3 Sue Campbell 71 (32).

(Gross): 1 Mairead Sim 84; 2 
Carol MacLarty 88; 3 Fiona 
McGlynn 95.

Three Player Open Team Sta-
bleford played on Sunday, May 
19: Winners - David Thomson, 
Robert MacLarty and Allan 
Stewart (all Taynuilt) with 109 
points. Winners of the ladies’ 
section: Carol MacLarty, Sandra 
Elliott and Moira MacVicar (all 

Taynuilt) with 95 points.
Runners-up in ladies: Grace 

Petrie, Alice MacCalman and 
Anne MacCalman (all Taynuilt) 
with 83 points. Runners-up 
in gents: Mark Cringean, Rob 
Graham and Kevin Mills (all 
Taynuilt) with 100 points.

Longest Drive (ladies): Dawn 
Hill (Isle of Seil), (gents): 
Andrew Diggory (Taynuilt).
Nearest the Pin (ladies): Sandra 
Elliott (Taynuilt), (gents): Kevin 
Mills (Taynuilt).

GOLF

Stableford held at 
Taynuilt Golf Club

GOLF

FOOTBALL

Members of Glencruitten Golf Club who braved the wet weather to compete in the Save the 
Children Mixed Competition on May 12. First place went to Stuart and Christine Cameron,

 followed by John and Mary  Plunkett, Donald MacLennan and Louise MacLeod and
 Peter Dunn and Helen Pearson. 

JOHN McPhee has slammed 
the riding tactics of Moto3 rival 
Alexis Masbou after a collision 

MOTORCYCLING

McPhee slams rival’s riding tactics

Connel rider John McPhee in action. Photo:  Bonnie Lane

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.

and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£700

This week's nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:
K MacKenzie, Conic Way, Drymen
J MacAulay, Bishopton Rd, Lochgilphead

with the Frenchman cost the 
Connel rider three places in 
Sunday’s race at Le Mans. RSF-backed RTG rider 

McPhee was on the receiving 
end of three questionable moves 
by Masbou, the last of which, on 
lap 17, dropped him down to 11th 

But it was a lap two move at the 
Garage Vert hairpin that most 
angered the Argyll teenager.

‘The clash on the second lap 
was just out-of-control riding 
and was simply not on,’ said 
McPhee. ‘He’s riding above his 
limit, that’s for sure, and it’s not 
just me that thinks that.’

MacPhee has been hit by Mas-
bou before this season in Qatar 
in April.
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Fixtures
Saturday 25 May
Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup 1st Round  
Glasgow MA v Kilmallie   
Lachie Wood
Oban Celtic v Caberfeidh  
Ted McDonald  

Artemis Macaulay Cup 1st 
Round
Bute v Kyles Athletic  
David Mitchell - 3pm   

Orion Group Premiership
Kinlochshiel v Oban Caman
John Angus Gillies  
Lochaber v Fort William   
Colin MacDonald  
Lovat  v Glenurquhart  
Deek Cameron - 3pm
Newtonmore  v Kingussie   
Graham Cameron  

Sutherland Cup Quarter 
Final
Lovat v Newtonmore  
Neil Ferguson - 12pm
Lochcarron v Glengarry
John MacLeod  
Lochside Rovers v Fort William
Dunkie Kerr
Ballachulish v Lochaber  
John MacGregor

Balliemore Cup Quarter Final
Strathglass v Glenorchy  
John Matheson

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Beauly v Inverness  
Evan MacRae - 3pm

Marine Harvest
South Division 1 
Strachur v Kilmory  
Ewen MacDonald  
Taynuilt v Glenorchy  
Innes Wood

Marine Harvest
North Division 2 
Aberdeen Uni v Glenurquhart  
Euan Pearson  
Beauly v Kinlochshiel  
Ronnie Campbell - 12pm 
Kingussie v Skye   
Archie Ritchie

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2 
Aberdour v Kyles Athletic
Alex MacVicar  
Bute v Inveraray  
Neil MacDonald - 12pm
Tayforth v Col Glen  
Duncan Freshwater

Marine Harvest
North Division 3 
Boleskine v Inverness  
Al Hunter   
Kilmallie v Caberfeidh  
John Sloggie  
Lewis v Strathglass  
Willie MacRae  
Strathspey v Lochbroom  
Calum Girvan

(All throw ups 2.30 unless 
stated)

Youth Fixtures
Friday 24 May
Marine Harvest Under 14 
League
Caberfeidh v Newtonmore
Glenurquhart v Fort William
Kinlochshiel v Skye B
Strathglass v Beauly

Marine Harvest Under 14 
9-a-side League
Inveraray v Kyles
Ballachulish v Oban Celtic
Oban Caman v Milngavie
(at Dalmally)

Sunday 26 May
South of Scotland Under 17 
Trophy - MacQuiston Cup 
Semi Final
Oban Celtic v Ardnamurchan
Kyles Athletic v Glasgow MA

Womens Camanachd
Association 
Sunday 26 May
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lochaber v Glengarry

Results
Wednesday 15 May
Strathdearn Cup 2nd Round
Lovat 5 - 0 Caberfeidh  

Saturday 18 May
Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup 1st Round 
Caberfeidh 0 – 0 Oban Celtic

Co-operative MacTavish Cup 
Semi Final
Newtonmore1 – 2 Glenurquhart
Kilmallie1 – 2 Lovat
   
AJG Parcels Celtic Society 
Cup Semi Final
Oban Caman 0 – 1 Inveraray
Glasgow MA 0 – 4 Kyles Ath   
  
Bullough Cup 1st Round
Bute 1 – 1Col Glen  
Col Glen won 2 – 1 on penalties
Oban Celtic 6 – 2 Aberdour
Inveraray 10 – 0 Glasgow MA 
Ardnamurchan P - P Lochside 

a team walkover to Lochside 
Rovers
Tayforth 11 – 1 English SA

Strathdearn Cup 2nd Round
Aberdeen Uni 3 – 4 Skye
Fort William P - P Lochcarron  
Due to Bereavement
Lochbroom 2 – 6 Beauly
Glengarry 10 – 0 Inveness
Strathglass  0 – 3  Kinlochshiel
Glenurquhart 4 – 2 Kingussie
Newtonmore 7 – 2 Boleskine

Orion Group Premiership 
Kingussie P - P Fort William  
Due to Bereavement
Lochaber 2 – 3 Kinlochshiel  

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Beauly 3 – 0 Skye  
Strathglass 2 – 1 Inverness  

Marine Harvest
South Division 1   
Aberdour 4 – 1 Kilmory 
Glenorchy 2 – 0 Strachur   
Taynuilt 0 – 2 Bute   

Marine Harvest
South Division 2   
Kyles Ath P  - P  Ballachulish  
Due to Bereavement

Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Kilmallie – 3 Lochaber  

Youth Results 
Monday 13 May
Marine Harvest Under 14 
9-a-side League
Kyles 0 – 11 Oban Camanachd
    
Tuesday 14th May
North of Scotland Under 17 
Trophy – The Co-operative 
MacTavish Cup
2nd Round  
Caberfeidh  0 – 4 Skye
Lochcarron 0 – 2  Fort William
Kinlochshiel 1 – 2 Newtonmore
Beauly 0 – 8 Kingussie

Friday 17th May
National Under 14 Competi-
tion – MacMaster Cup
1st Round 
Glenurquhart 1 – 4 Skye
Kinlochshiel 2 – 4 Lovat
Oban Caman 6 – 4 Fort William

Marine Harvest Under 14 
9-a-side League
Oban Celtic 2 – 4 Kyles Athletic

Sutherland Cup 

this weekend
‘It just looked like the boys couldn’t be 
bothered’ - Taynuilt manager Willie Gillies

SHINTYKINLOCHSHIEL have the 
chance to edge further away 
from the relegation places when 
they welcome bottom side Oban 
Camanachd to Balmacara on 
Saturday.

Five points already separate 
the two sides, and ’Shiel know 
a win this weekend could see 
them looking up at the top of 
the league rather than over their 
shoulder at a relegation battle.

’Shiel recorded an important 
victory over second bottom side 
Lochaber at Spean Bridge last 
weekend, with a 3-2 victory.

Gordie MacDonald opened the 
scoring in the 32nd minute and 
doubled his tally two minutes 
later.

Shaun Nicolson pulled one 
back for the home side before 
John MacRae made it 3-1 in 
the 66th minute. Ben Delaney 
slammed home a penalty with 
a minute to play but ‘Shiel were 
able to hold out for the win.

Graham Morrison and Fraser 
MacVicar both missed the game, 
and manager Johnston Gill will 
be keen to have the pair back 
involved for this Saturday.

The important matches are 
coming thick and fast for OBAN 
CAMANACHD, who will 
need to get something from this 
week’s trip to Kinlochshiel.

Rooted to the bottom of the 
table, Camanachd are already 
starting to lose touch with the 
teams above them.

And while their heroic effort in 
the Celtic Cup last weekend took 
Inveraray to extra time, the tie 
still ended in defeat, a result that 
coach Iain Hay said left the team 
‘shattered’.

‘The boys were obviously feel-

effort last Saturday but although 
we had most of the game we 
rarely created clear-cut chances,’ 
said Hay. 

‘I can’t fault them for effort and 
I think we deserved at least the 
chance of a penalty shoot-out but 
we were caught out by a quick 
free hit for Euan McMurdo’s 
goal.’

Camanachd could be missing 
at least four players for the trip 
north this weekend.

Hay added: ‘It looks as though 
the boys who were subs on Sat-
urday could be starting and this 
is their opportunity to show us 
that they deserve a starting place 
in the team.

‘This game is certainly a big 
one because it is one we would 
look to get something from.’

LOCHABER face a relegation 
battle with neighbours Fort 
William at Spean Bridge this 
weekend.

The tie was in doubt when The 
Oban Times went to press due to 
a disagreement over whether to 
play on the Saturday or Sunday.

The game had originally been 
scheduled for Sunday, but Fort 
asked for it to be moved to Satur-

complaint to the Camanachd 
Association, claiming many of 
their players would not be avail-
able on Saturday.

Lochaber manager Callum 
Cameron told The Oban Times 
if the game did go ahead, it 
would be very important in the 

He said: ‘We want to get the 
win and move ahead of Fort 
William.’

Last week Lochaber fell to a 
disappointing 3-2 defeat at home 
to bottom half side Kinloch-
shiel.

Shaul Nicolson and Ben De-
laney grabbed the goals for the 
Spean Bridge side.

Cameron said: ‘We never 

we gave ourselves a mountain to 
climb. We were much better in 
the second half though.’

FORT WILLIAM have the 
chance to pull clear of the relega-
tion places when they take on 
Lochaber this weekend.

Having picked up just four 
-

on Group Premiership matches, 
Fort sit in a precarious position, 
just one point ahead of bottom 
two clubs Lochaber and Oban 
Camanachd.

Fort have held the upper hand 
in meetings between the two 
sides in recent years, but will 
know Lochaber have managed 
to start putting the ball in the 
back of the net and will pose a 
real danger.

Fort will need to improve at 
both ends of the pitch to get a 
result, having lost their last two 
league games without scoring 
a goal, conceding nine times in 
the process.

Fort forward Gary Innes will 
miss this weekend’s game due to 
his musical commitments.

Fort’s game against Kingussie 
last weekend was postponed fol-
lowing the sad passing of former 
Fort William player Drew 
Ferguson.

LOVAT take on local rivals 
Glenurquhart in the league 
this Saturday before the two 
teams meet in the Co-opera-

month.
Both sides booked their places 

Lovat overcoming North Divi-
sion One side Kilmallie 2-1 at 
Canal Parks as they look to end 
their 60-year wait for a major 
trophy.

Lorne MacKay and Owen 
Ferguson grabbed the goals to 
see Lovat to victory.

Manager Allan MacRae told 
The Oban Times he was look-
ing forward to this weekend’s 
match.

‘Games against them seem to 
be coming fast and furious just 
now,’ he said. ‘We played them 
just a few weeks ago in the 
Macaulay. It’ll be a good game 
on Saturday, quite a hard game. 
Drum are quite a physical side. 
It’ll be interesting to see how it 
goes.’

would be an occasion to remem-
ber.

He said: ‘It’s a local derby so 
it’ll be a big day. The last time 

-
jor trophy was in the mid-70s. I 
don’t think any of our boys were 
even born then so it’ll be a new 
experience for us.’

GLENURQUHART booked 
their place in the Co-operative 

2-1 win over Newtonmore last 
weekend.

15 they will face form side Lo-
vat, with the two sides meeting 
in a league match this Saturday.

Glen’ co-manager Fraser Mac-
kenzie told The Oban Times his 
side were going into the game 

He said: ‘The majority of the 
players were here when we were 
beaten in the MacTavish Cup 

hopefully that experience will 
help us.

‘Lovat are the form team and 
will be strong favourites. They 
are scoring goals for fun.’

The two sides met in the 
Macaulay Cup recently, with 
Lovat winning 4-2.

Mackenzie said: ‘We played 
well last time, we thought we 
let them out of jail. We were the 
team on top but we made a few 
individual errors.’

Glen’ took the lead against 
’More with an hour gone, 
through David Smart, before 
Glen MacKintosh equalised 
in the 72nd minute. Summer 

winner with 13 minutes left.

intosh equalised. But it wasn’t to 
be for PJ MacKinstosh’s men 

minutes later in the end-to-end 
cup tie.

KINGUSSIE are gearing up 
for one of their biggest games 
of the season when they take on 
Newtonmore at The Eilan in this 
Saturday’s Badenoch derby.

The two sides met earlier in 
the season in the Macaulay Cup, 
with ’More running out 2-0 
winners.

Kings manager Russell Jones 
told The Oban Times: ‘We’re 
always looking forward to play-
ing Newtonmore. I don’t think 
we need to motivate the players, 

the biggest games of the season 

second and increase the gap to 
fourth placed Caberfeidh to nine 
points.

Skye went down 3-0 to league 
leaders Beauly last weekend, 
with goals coming from Jack 
MacDonald, Marc MacLachan 
and Ross Forbes.

GLENGARRY travel to take 
on Lochcarron in the quarter 

Sutherland Cup this Saturday.
’Garry will go into the tie as 

slight favourites, being a divi-
sion higher than North Division 
Three side Lochcarron.

But Lochcarron competed in 
North Division One last year and 
still have a number of players 
who could cause problems for 
Glengarry.

Ewen Cameron’s men eased 

Strathdearn Cup with a comfort-
able 10-0 victory over Inverness 
last weekend.

’Garry were 3-0 up at half 
time, but ran away with it in the 
second half. 

Daniel Maclennan, Scott 
MacDonald, Sean Sloggie and 
Martin Cameron all scored 
doubles as ’Garry shared the 
goals around.

INVERARAY secured another 
AJG Parcels Celtic Society Cup 

Athletic after a hard-fought 
win over Oban Camanachd at 

An extra-time goal from Euan 
McMurdo was the difference 
on Saturday, with both teams 
cancelling each other out with 
some strong defending.

Inveraray player-manager 
Garry MacPherson and brother 
Graeme would pick up their 
14th winners’ medals, should 
they beat Kyles on June 29. The 
brothers already share the record 
for the most winners’ medals 
won in the competition.

Garry MacPherson said: ‘I 
have won the cup 13 times but 
I am as keen as ever to win it 
again.

winning trophies is the best way 
to promote shinty here. If the 
children in Inveraray seeing us 
on television or lifting trophies 
they want to get involved in the 
sport.

‘There are a lot of teams that 

important to enjoy every one.
‘Kyles and Inveraray are 

capable of beating each other on 
any day and it will come down to 
the team that takes its chances in 
front of goal.

‘We know each other so 
well that there won’t be any 
surprises.’

The Royal Burgh side have no 
game this weekend.

KYLES ATHLETIC cruised 

an away win at Glasgow Mid 
Argyll.

Goals from Roddy MacDonald 
and Duncan Kerr ensured a 4-0 
victory.

The cup competitions look to 
be the Tighnabruaich side’s only 
hope of silverware, after conced-
ing an Orion Group Premiership 
title challenge was all but over.

Kyles travel to Bute this week-
end where they will be expected 
to progress into the next round to 
the Artemis Macaulay Cup.   

OBAN CELTIC play Caber-
feidh for the second weekend 
in a row after drawing their 

Saturday.

the hard fought nature of the tie 
and Oban Celtic president David 
Hamilton is expecting another 
tough match in the replay in 
Oban this weekend.

He said: ‘The boys played out 
of their skins to get a good draw 
and despite home advantage I 
know it will be a tough game 
again this Saturday.

‘Our defence will need to be 

as solid as they were last week 
and we need to get the forwards 
working better together. That 
would make a huge difference to 
our play.’

Caberfeidh will have to negoti-
ate a 120-mile journey to Oban 

will be without Alan MacInnes 
and Scott Burnett who was sent 
off along with Caberfeidh’s Scott 
Maclean for an altercation Ham-
ilton described as ‘handbags’. 

Oban Celtic reserves had an 
impressive 6-2 victory over 
Aberdour in the Bullough Cup, 
thanks to goals from Calum Fox 
(4) and David Martin jnr (2).

LOCHSIDE ROVERS may be 
given a bye into the next round 
of the Bullough Cup after Ard-
namurchan failed to raise a team 
on Saturday.

The postponement means 
Lochside will go into a tricky 
Sutherland Cup tie with Fort 
William this weekend, having 
not played for three weeks.

And the Oban side will be 
missing key players ahead of the 
visit of the Lochaber men, who 
have Scottish Cup winner James 
Clark among their ranks.

Lochside co-manager Andrew 
Pearson said: ‘I’m not sure what 
our squad will look like on 

[Oban Camanachd] might need 
a few players but we don’t have 
many to spare.

‘Keith MacMillan is back but 

and David MacMillan, Josh 
Rippon, Craig MacDougall and 
Michael MacQueen are still 
unavailable.’   

TAYNUILT manager Willie 
Gillies is on the lookout for new 
players to strengthen his under-
achieving squad after another 
defeat in Marine Harvest South 
Division One.

Gillies was left raging after an 
under-strength Bute came away 
from Taynuilt with a 2-0 win 
last Saturday, as the home side 
seemed to lack determination 
and composure in front of goal.

Gillies told The Oban Times: 
‘With the talent we have we 
should have won that game. 
In all my years involved with 
shinty that was the weakest Bute 
side I have ever seen and they 
were there for the taking. It just 
looked like the boys couldn’t be 
bothered.’

This was the second con-
secutive league game in which 
Taynuilt had failed to score, a 
statistic Gillies said was ‘not 
good enough’.

‘I am still waiting for the more 
experienced players to step up 
and provide that spark the team 
is lacking just now,’ said the 
manager.

‘It bothers me that we played 
so poorly against a poor Bute 
team but I don’t know how much 
it bothered them.

‘I think it is good that we 
have a free week this Saturday, 
to give the boys a rest and a 
chance to think about things. In 
the meantime I will be looking 
around for new players.’

BUTE were missing three of 
their star men on Saturday but 
still came away with a 2-0 win 
from Taynuilt, having given 
some of their future stars a good 
run out.

However, this weekend’s Ar-
temis Macaulay Cup tie against 
Kyles will be a much tougher 
challenge.

Coach Graham Fisher said: ‘It 

Kyles but we have players com-
ing back from injury and have 
home advantage, so we could 
maybe cause a cup upset.

‘We know the Kyles team well, 
so I have a few ideas up my 
sleeve for how we are going to 
play the game.’

Bute fans will welcome the 
return of the experienced pair-
ing of Iain MacDonald and 
Brian Liddell for the visit of 

Lochaaber’s Lachie Campbell takes the ball on his chest as John 
MacRae rushes in. 20_f21lochaber04

Inveraray’s Scott Robertson and Fraser Inglis of Oban Camanachd have both come out of retirement 
to help their respective teams for this season and their hard-fought personal battle was a reflection 

on how both teams played.  Photo: John MacTavish

Kilmallie’s Allan MacDonald holds off Lovat dangerman Greg Matheson 20_f21kil04

NEWTONMORE will look to 

of the season in the Badenoch 
derby against Kingussie this 
weekend.

One of the highlights of the 
shinty season, this Saturday will 

sides this season.
They did meet in the MacTavish 

Cup in April, with Newtonmore 
running out 2-0 winners.

But Kings’ form has picked up, 
and only three points separate 
the sides in the league.

’More missed out on the chance 
to defend their MacTavish Cup 
title when they lost 2-1 at home 
to Glenurquhart last weekend.

Glen took the lead after a goal-
-

for us.
‘You can never be sure what’s 

going to happen in a Kingussie 
versus Newtonmore match, but 
they’ll know we’ll be well up for 
the game.’

He continued: ‘We’re looking 
to pick up as many points in 
the league as we can and this 
is another chance for us to get 
points.’

A win for Kings would move 
them to within a point of New-
tonmore in the Orion Group 
Premiership.

Jones said he expected his 
squad to be at full strength apart 
from long term absentees Ryan 
Borthwick and Lee Bain.

KILMALLIE travel to take 
on Glasgow Mid Argyll in the 
Camanachd Cup this weekend, 
seven days after running Lovat 
close in the MacTavish Cup semi 

The Caol side will be full 

shinty’s form side all the way 
last weekend, losing 2-1 at a wet 
Canal Parks.

But GMA will be no pusho-
vers, and are unbeaten in South 
Division One in 2013.

Kilmallie chairman Hugh 
MacIntyre told the Oban Times 
his side had performed well 
against Lovat.

He said: ‘It was a good game. 
It could have gone either way at 
the end. They got a goal early on 
and one just before half time.

‘If we can perform like that 
again this weekend, we’ll be 
quite happy. We’re hoping to do 
well.’

Kilmallie should have a full 
squad for the game, but manager 
Duncan Kelly will miss the tie as 
he is on holiday in Tenerife.

SKYE will be looking to close 
the gap on the league leaders 
when they take on Caberfeidh 
this Saturday.

The Portree side sit a point be-
hind Kilmallie and three behind 
Beauly, despite having played 
more games than either of their 
title rivals.

But with Kilmallie on Cama-
nachd Cup duty this weekend, 
a win would move them into 

Kyles, as well as prospect Robert 
Ferguson.

But Fisher said he was pleased 
with the performance of young-
sters such as Adam Stirling, who 

last weekend.
He added: ‘We are in a bit of 

a transitional period just now, 
having lost a few experienced 
players but the young lads have 
shown me enough to give me 
hope for the next few seasons.’

GLENORCHY face a tough trip 
to Strathglass in the Balliemore 

The Dalmally men warmed up 

over Strachur last weekend, with 
goals coming from youngster 
Connor Sartain and Duncan 
Smith.

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes
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Successful day at the Mull  Rugby Sevens
for Oban Lorne

Weather
Thursday Cloudy
 Winds moderate, north north westerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 9ºC

Friday Sunny intervals
 Winds light, north north westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 13ºC.

Weekend Sunny intervals
Outlook Winds light, west south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 12ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, May 23, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  03.34 1.8 09.17 3.1 15.45      1.7        21.25     3.3
Fri  04.25 1.9 10.06 2.9 16.35      1.7        22.16     3.1
Sat  05.30 1.9 11.16 2.8 17.32      1.7        23.23      3.1
Sun  06.43 1.9 13.08 2.8 18.34      1.7         **.**       *.*
Mon  00.53 3.1 07.53 1.7 14.17 3.0        19.36     1.5
Tues  02.12 3.3 08.50 1.5 15.05 3.2 20.37     1.3
Wed  03.08 3.5 09.37 1.2 15.46 3.4 21.33      1.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

11

12

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

10

RUGBY

Mull Rugby Club get their compliance plaque from the Bill MacLaren Foundation presented by 
Linda Lawson, daughter of the late Bill MacLaren. Pictured are Linda Lawson, Fergus Whyte, 

children’s coach, Tom Nelson, president of Mull RFC, and Alan Lawson, former Scotland scrum half 
and now president of the SRU. 

Alan Wright, Argyll and Bute rugby development officer, Linda 
Lawson, wife of SRU president, Alan Lawson, president SRU, and 

Douglas Alexander, Labour MP, watch the action. 

OBAN Lorne 7’s tournament, sponsored by Yorkshire Building 
Society, will be taking place at Glencruitten this Saturday from 
12pm.

Come and see 15 teams from Scotland and Ireland compete in 
one of the most exciting games in sport – Rugby Sevens. This 
fast-paced game has entertained fans in Oban for a number of 
years and this season’s tournament is shaping up to be the big-
gest and most successful yet!

Throughout the day, the participating teams will compete in 
a group stage, with the winners advancing to a knockout stage. 

in the clubhouse bar.
As well as top-class rugby, there will be a BBQ and excel-

lent entertainment from Master of Ceremonies Sandy Rokitta. 
Families are welcome to come along and join in the party at-
mosphere.

The teams taking part are: Oban Lorne, Oban Exiles, Oban 
Old Boys, Mid Argyll, Lochaber, Mull, Cambuslang, Crieff & 
Strathearn, Howe of Fife, Shawlands, Cartha QP, Isle of Bute, 

Army Regiment from Ireland.
Oban Hockey club will also be hosting a 7-a-side tournament 

and a selection of Oban teams will make up the tournament. The 
hockey tournament will also start from 12pm at Glencruitten.

Action during the children’s tag rugby.

Oban Lorne defeated hosts Mull 15-7 to win the Mull Rugby Sevens.  Photos: Kevin McGlynn

Oban Lorne completed the double as their ladies team defeated Craig Dunain in the final.

Oban Lorne host 
Sevens tournament 
this weekend

Action from the Oban Lorne Ladies versus Mull match.

Joint winners of the tag team tournament celebrate.
Oban Lorne’s Robert Beattie was brought to ground by this flying 

tackle. 

Mull versus the Highlanders.

Oban Lorne took on Stirling in a pool game

OBAN Lorne’s winning streak 
continued on Saturday as both 
their men’s and women’s team 
won their respective tournaments 
at the Tobermory Distillery Isle 
of Mull Rugby Sevens.

The men defeated the host 

while the women defeated the 
newly-formed Inverness Craig 
Dunain team to make it a double 
win for the Oban club.

But the Mull club was not to 
be overshadowed on the most 
important day of their season, as 
it was presented with a Positive 
Coaching Scotland (PCS) award 
to recognise its youth coaching 
set-up. 

Mull is the 17th club in Scot-

the award.

Club said: ‘The PCS award was 
a massive part of the whole day 
but that was a more serious part 
of the weekend, which is billed 
as the world’s most sociable 
sevens.

Fundraising
‘The sevens is not only about 

the serious competition but is 
also a great fundraising day for 
the club.’

The ‘world’s most sociable 
sevens’ also gives out awards 
for the most sociable teams, this 
year won by Stirling County and 
Lismore Ladies.

There was also the welcome 
return of the Bute sevens team 
after years away from the tour-
nament. 

Earlier in the day an inter-island 
primary school tag tournament 
was held at Garmony.

Tobermory Primary School 
won the Scarlet Cup for upper 
primary teams and Lochdonhead 

every one of its 10 pupils, won 
the Garmony Quaich for smaller 
schools.

The club thanked tournament 
sponsors Tobermory Distillery 
for its support.

Men’s and women’s teams win the 
‘world’s most sociable sevens’
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A LOCHABER community 

after it was announced the 
village was no longer viable for 

There are now two possible 
options for the future of Arisaig 

an existing business as a sub post 

runs it for themselves.
A public meeting was held in 

the village last Friday with both 
the local Spar store and Arisaig 
Community Trust (ACT) 
expressing an interest.

Spar say it is keen to take the 

the possibility of refurbishing 
the Arisaig Land, Sea and 
Islands Centre and opening 

there.
ACT member Gordon Stewart 

told The Oban Times although 
many people in the village 
seemed happy with it moving 
into the Spar, the trust was keen 
to explore all options.

He said: ‘The general feeling 

end up in the Spar. We’re trying 
to tell people there are other 
options. We just want to keep 

A FORT William woman has 
been named the best dental nurse 
in Scotland at a glittering awards 
ceremony in Glasgow.

Justine MacDonald, 25, of 
M&S Dental Care, won the 
award at the Scottish Dental 
Awards 2013 at Hampden Park 
last Thursday night.

Justine, who has worked as 
a dental nurse for the past six 
years, told The Oban Times the 
ceremony was a ‘great night’.

She said: ‘It was really nice to 
win, especially as all the other 

CAOL man Jeremy Vickers has been named Scotland’s 
Strongest Man under 90kgs after winning a competition 
in Fort William on Sunday.

The win also means Vickers has booked his place in 
the Europe’s Strongest Man competition for the second 
year in a row.

at the BA Club, including Spean Bridge pair Gary 
Robertson and Cameron Kennedy.

Robertson took sixth place overall, winning the 325kg 

Former national strongman champion Chris ‘Goose’ 
Innes of Spean Bridge handed out the trophies after the 
event.

It wasn’t all plain sailing for Vickers, as during the 

and ripped ligaments. 

The injury is likely to keep him out of action for up to 
10 weeks. But Vickers, who helped organise the event, 
told The Oban Times it had been a ‘really good day’ 
apart from his injury.

He said: ‘We had a good crowd and we managed to 
raise £153 for STAR for Harris just with people throwing 
in their loose change.

‘It was a good turnout and the weather was good so I 
think we timed it well.’

Walkers step out 
for Heather
AROUND 100 people are 
expected to take part in the 

‘Heather’s Walk’ in Corpach 
this Sunday afternoon.

The event, which has raised 
more than £50,000 for Highland 
Hospice since its inception, was 
set up by Margaret Simpson 
and Sarah Walker in memory 
of their close friend Heather 
Robertson.

The walkers will set off from 
Kilmallie Hall at 1.30pm and 
head along the Caledonian 
Canal to Banavie swing bridge 
and back. As well as the walk, a 
number of stalls will be set up at 
Kilmallie Hall. Ms Walker told 
The Oban Times: ‘We’re hoping 
to get around 100 to 150 people 
taking part.’

THE PRESIDENT of Royal National Mòd 
organisers An Comunn Gàidhealach has hit back 
at claims Gaelic standards are in decline at the 
event.

John MacLeod says sharp criticism from Loch
aber Gael Charlie MacColl that the showpiece 
competition was losing its Gaelic roots was ‘a 
shame’ and insisted the language was in good 
heart.

Native Gaelic speaker Mr MacColl recently quit 
as chairman of Meur Lochabair, the local branch 
of An Comunn. 

And in last week’s Oban Times
stinging parting shot, claiming Mòds were ‘going 
down’ with too many people saying ‘what’s in it 
for me?’.

But Mr MacLeod refuted that view and did not 
accept the quality of Gaelic has dipped.

He told The Oban Times: ‘Actually the reverse 
is true. There has been very strong development 
in the past 10 years or so to boost Gaelic at the  
Mòd. Adjudicators are constantly stressing the 

Bid to block   
shinty shake-up 
defeated
MOVES to block plans to 

were narrowly voted down at 
a meeting in Fort William on 
Friday.

Skye Camanachd, Kingussie, 
Kyles Athletic and Newtonmore 
put forward a resolution to 
withdraw the restructuring 
plans and keep the current 
system in place and to have 
further consultation of a new 
league structure.

The Camanachd Association 
wants to create a new national 

the premiership from 10 teams 
to eight from 2014. Twenty two 
out of the 51 members voted in 
favour of Skye’s resolution, with 
18 voting against. The other 
11 clubs did not take part. This 
meant Skye gained 43 per cent 
of the vote, falling short of the 
75 per cent required.

Earthquake strikes 
west Lochaber
WINDOWS rattled and the 
ground shook in west Lochaber 
on Saturday night when an 
earthquake with a magnitude of 
2.9 hit the area.

The quake was recorded as 
occurring 12kms underneath 
Acharacle at 7.18pm and was 

nan to Kilchoan.
The British Geological Survey 

(BGS) said the rumbles would 
have been felt up to a distance 
of 30kms from Acharacle. 
BGS received 53 online reports 
from members of the public, 
with the majority coming from 
Acharacle and Strontian.

A CHALLENGING hill race 
along the Trotternish Ridge 
in North Skye saw more than 
40 runners compete in tough 
conditions on Saturday.

which started at Flodigarry and 
ended at the Storr, involved 
7,500 feet of climbing. Skye 

The local strongmen who took part in Sunday’s event - Jeremy Vickers, Gary Robertson and Cameron Kennedy.

much as possible. If there is a 
will it wouldn’t be impossible, 
although it would be a lot of hard 
work to run. The majority seem 

Spar, but we don’t know that yet. 
We are still following it through 
and keeping on the back of the 

do consult fully with the local 
community. Communication 
hasn’t been brilliant so far.’

Mr Stewart continued: ‘The 
general feeling is that it will 
probably end up in the Spar 
but the trust want to make the 
village think about it and realise 
there are other options before 
we just hand it over to another 
company.’

ACT is due to meet with Post 

June 20 to discuss the move.
A spokesperson for CJ Lang, 

which runs the Spar shop, 
The Oban Times

the company had put in a note 
of interest to take on the post 

Fort William’s Justine MacDonald with her award. 20_f21dentist01

people nominated were from big 
practices down south.’

And Justine isn’t planning to 
rest on her laurels. She is about 
to embark on a further year of 

in sedation dentistry.
M&S dentist Gregor Muir 

said: ‘Justine quietly provides 
a top quality service, there’s no 
hassle, she’s just a natural. It’s a 
pleasure to have her here.’

Practice manager Jillian Bruce 
added: ‘She encompasses the 

good quality dental nurse. She 

chair.’
Ms Bruce was also nominated, 

for a dental lifetime achievement 
award. She said: ‘I was really 
pleased to be nominated, not that 
I was ever expecting to win. Just 
to be shortlisted was a great 
compliment.’

M&S Dental Care was one of 
four practices shortlisted for one 
of the top awards on the night, 
best NHS practice award.

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

and Lochalsh Running Club’s 

female home, taking ninth place 

local male home, while Alec 
Keith took the win in a time of 
three hours 19 minutes and 42 

than the second quickest athlete.

Arisaig
goes for 
own Post 

Runners tackle Trotternish Ridge

Strongman Jeremy bags Euro place with Scottish win

Fort William’s Justine all smiles after being 
named best dental nurse in Scotland 

competitors from each other on the basis of their 
Gaelic.

‘We are getting record numbers of entrants in 
traditional singing, especially in the younger age 
groups.

‘Thirty years ago the complaint was there was 

reverse in terms of Gaelic content.’ 

arrangements were popular as competitions and 
support from the public proved.

He said: ‘At Dunoon for example, more than 
100 people were involved in traditional singing 

very encouraging to see that. We are enthusiastic 
for the future as far as Gaelic is concerned.’

‘Charlie has been very supportive over the years 
and we did thank him personally at the AGM 
when he indicated that he was stepping down.

‘We very much appreciate his contribution both 
to Gaelic and the Mòd  over the years.

‘It seems a shame to blame the Mòd for declin
ing standards in Gaelic competitions. All we can 
do is provide a platform for those who are willing 
to take part.’

On behalf of An Comunn Gàidhealach, chief 
executive John Morrison added: ‘We are ex
tremely grateful for all the hard work and effort 
that Charlie has offered the Gaelic language in the 
Lochaber area over many long years. 

‘His good natured presence will be missed by 
everyone and we hope that he enjoys a long and 

‘He will be a hard act to follow but I am certain 
that his generosity of spirit will allow him to guide 
and advise others on how to match and surpass 
his achievements as a champion of the Gaelic 
language. Moran taing dhuibh a Theàrlaich.’

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

President hits back at Gaelic standards decline claim

Keeping it local
Know exactly where you meat has come 

from, support local producers

SLAUGHTER DATES
FOR JUNE & JULY 2013

TUESDAY 4TH JUNE
TUES/WED 18/19 JUNE
TUES/WED 2/3 JULY

DATES ARE BOOKING UP 
QUICKLY, PLEASE BOOK EARLY 
TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT.  

Have 100% Faith in your Food 
REARED LOCALLY
KILLED LOCALLY

BUY LOCALLY
EAT LOCALLY

01680 300318
enquiries@mullslaughterhouse.co.uk

Ancient burial 
grounds unearthed
Page 5
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BARCELONA 2 SEATER 
SOFA £199

WAS £399 
ONLY 10 AVAILABLE

Unit 3, Caol Industrial Estate, Ardgour Road, Caol, 
Fort William, PH33 7PH Tel: 01397 708600. 
Email Sales@blackbridgefurnishings.co.uk 
www.blackbridgefurnishings.co.uk

FIONA RECLINER 
ONLY £99
WAS £199 
ONLY 10 AVAILABLE

FW

A KINLOCHLEVEN boxing club which was recently the 
victim of a theft raised nearly £200 for its upcoming home 
show with a car boot sale.

Claymores Amateur Boxing Club had alcohol and a small 
amount of cash stolen from its gym just weeks before host-
ing a Scotland vs England match up on June 15.

Stalls offering homebaking, clothes, toys and DVDs were 
put up outside the club gym, and despite the weather a 
number of locals came down to join the fun. Face painting 
and a barbeque were also on offer.

Club head coach Martin Glenesk said the local community 
had offered support to the club following the theft.

He said: ‘We are really starting to come together as a club. I 
mean as a whole, not just the boxers but the boxers’ families 
and friends and the communities around the area. 

‘We have had offers of help and donations from Onich, 
Duror and Glencoe, including sponsors for bouts at our next 

‘The whole of the Nether/South Lochaber area has been 
brilliant and I would like to thank everybody for their help 
and continued support.’

The alcohol stolen had been saved up to stock the bar at 
the show, with Mr Glenesk estimating the value of the drink 
taken was around £1,000.

LOCHABER’S derby match 
against Fort William at Spean 
Bridge this weekend has been 
thrown into doubt after a 
disagreement over when the 
match should be played.

A decision was made at the 
start of the season to play the tie 
this Sunday, but at the start of 
the month Fort William asked 
for the game to be moved to a 
more usual Saturday slot.

But Lochaber were not happy, 
saying some of their players 
were not available to play in the 
relegation battle on Saturday.

A FORMER Caol man was 
caught in possession of stolen 
goods following a police 
investigation into a series of 
thefts in Lochaber last year.

Dean Conn, pled guilty to 
reset of laptop and three cash 
boxes at 82 Kilmallie Road on 
February 13 last year. 

Police launched the 
investigation following thefts 
from Banavie quarry and 
Hawco car garage in Caol and 
gained a search warrant for 
Conn’s house.

Procurator Fiscal Alison 
Wylie said: ‘The items were 
recovered from his premises a 
number of days after they were 
taken.’

Conn, of 10 Dunbeath Court, 
Coatbridge, was sentenced to 
carry out 100 hours of unpaid 
work in the next three months. 

The unemployed 23-year-old 
had been accused of carrying 
out the thefts but the Crown 
accepted his guilty plea to the 
lesser charge.

Trial postponed 
after witness     
fails to attend
THE TRIAL of a Fort William 
woman accused of making 
a racist comment towards 
another woman in the town was 
postponed on Monday after an 
essential Crown witness was not 
present.

Procurator Fiscal Alison 
Wylie said the witness in the 
trial of Alexandra McIssac, did 
not live in Lochaber and had 
only been informed of the trial 
date on Saturday.

McIssac, of 33 Wallace Place, 
denies acting in a racially 
aggravated manner by shouting 
and swearing at the woman and 
uttering a racist comment at 
Wallace Place on November 24.

The 38-year-old is now set 
to stand trial at Fort William 
Sheriff Court on June 4.

Drink driving charge denied
A LOCHABER Rugby Club player has denied 
driving near the clubhouse while almost twice 
the legal alcohol limit.

Pawel Fronczek, of Drim Sallie Mill, 

in the Moorings Hotel car park in Banavie on 
April 21. The 32-year-old’s case is set to go to 
trial, with a further hearing set for June 4.

Man accused           
of shouting
racist abuse
A CORPACH man has appeared 
in court from custody accused 
of shouting racist abuse at a 
man at Corpach Basin.

John MacKenzie is also 
accused of driving while nearly 
three and a half times the legal 
alcohol limit on the A830 and at 
Corpach Basin. 

Both the alleged incidents 
occurred on Saturday May 18.

MacKenzie, of 17 Clerk Drive, 
made no plea and the case was 
continued to a further hearing 
on June 4. 

The 59-year-old was released 
on bail under conditions not to 
approach the alleged victim.

A FORMER ScotRail employee drunkenly head butted a 
cleaner at Fort William Railway Station who he thought had 
taken his job.

Alan Tomlin admitted assaulting the man at around 
10.30pm on October 26, two months after the 48 year-old 
lost his position as station maintenance operator.

Tomlin had held the post as an agency worker for a year. 
When it was advertised as a permanent position, he applied 
but was not offered the job.

After getting off the train from Glasgow, Tomlin spotted 
the victim and shouted at him before head butting him. The 
incident was caught on the station’s CCTV.

Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie said: ‘He spoke to police 
and admitted having a drink in him. He said he basically lost 
it because the victim had taken his job.’

Sheriff Noel McPartlin ordered Tomlin, of 7 Camanachd 
Crescent, to carry out 80 hours of unpaid work in the com-
munity.

No insurance to 
cover test drive
A BANAVIE man who 
neglected to get insurance 
before taking a car for a test 

given six penalty points.
Jonathan Bovill, of 

Camhanaich, was spotted 
driving the Peugeot 306 on 
North Road, Fort William, on 
October 17 by police, who ran a 
check on the car and discovered 
it was not insured.

The 23-year-old offshore 
worker told Fort William Justice 
of the Peace Court he was 
insured on his mother’s car, 
but had expected Pawel Zal, 
who was selling the car, to have 
sorted cover for the Peugeot.

Defending Bovill, Hamish 
Melrose said: ‘He assumed the 
vehicle would be insured for 
someone to test drive it. It was 
a wrong assumption, but an 
understandable one.’

Zal, of 168 Kilmallie Road, 
admitted allowing Bovill to test 
the car without checking his 
insurance details and was also 

points.
The 30-year-old mechanic’s 

solicitor Stephen Kennedy said 
it was ‘wholly unrealistic’ to 
expect the seller to sort out 
insurance. 

He said: ‘Mr Zal 
understandably assumed 
anybody wishing to drive 
a private vehicle would put 

JOURNALIST and broadcaster 
Muriel Gray launched the second 
Wild Lochaber Festival in her 
own inimitable style at Ben 
Nevis Distillery in Fort William 
on Friday evening.

Ms Gray, whose 1991 TV 
series The Munro Show saw 
her clamber up Lochaber’s best 
known peaks, is a frequent 
visitor to the area. So when 
festival organisers invited her to 
be guest of honour, 54-year-old 
Ms Gray was delighted to accept. 
She told The Oban Times: ‘I am 

Lawyer’s surgery delays trial
THE TRIAL of a Banavie man accused of 
stealing from the BSW sawmill in Corpach 
has been postponed due to his lawyer having 
surgery on his wisdom tooth.

Darren Woods, of 9 Crown Cottages, denies 

The 42-year-old is now due to stand trial at 
Fort William Sheriff Court on June 18.

ROY Bridge’s new café and 

opened last week, with a number 
of locals gathering to see village 
priest Father Tom Wynne cut the 
ribbon.

The Cup ‘n’ Cake Coffee Shop, 
an extension to Roy Bridge 
Stores, was packed out with lo-
cal schoolchildren also attending 
the ceremony.

P7 pupil Catriona Sutherland’s 

design for a logo for the café 
was chosen as the winner and 
she helped Father Wynne cut the 
ribbon.

Father Wynne said: ‘The café 
also includes two public toilets, 

ever had this, and this will be 

the area.  Already it is becoming 
a favourite place for locals for 
afternoon tea.’

THE £5.5 million contract to construct the 
Crianlarich bypass on the A82 has been put 
out to tender, with work expected to start 
this summer.

Construction, RJ McLeod, I&H Brown and 
Graham Construction - will bid to carry out 
the work, with construction work expected 
to last around 12 weeks.

Scottish Transport Minister Keith Brown 
said: ‘Our recognition of the A82 as a vital 

economic and social lifeline means, through 
local consultation, we have developed a 
programme of road closures that will have 
less impact on road users, local residents, 
businesses and visitors. 

Vital
‘Connecting businesses and communities 

in the Highlands and Islands with the central 
belt is vital to the area’s future prosperity. 

residents with less noise and congestion in 

the village, whilst road users can avoid the 
current delays experienced at the junction 
where the A82 meets the A85.

‘The work we are doing along this vital 
route will lead to improved road safety and 
journey time reliability and meet the needs 
of business, communities and visitors.’

Transport Scotland has also announced 
Halcrow Fairhurst Joint Venture will start 
design work on the Tarbet to Inverarnan 
upgrade later this month.

Muriel Gray launches the Wild Lochaber Festival at Ben Nevis Distillery on Friday night. Committee 
member Ian MacLeod helps get the message across. 20_f21wild01

Father Tom Wynne and local girl Catriona Sutherland officially 
open Cup ‘n’ Cake. 

hugely delighted to be involved 
in something that aims to bring 
in people to this incredibly 
beautiful area.

‘Lochaber has absolutely 
everything - the beaches, the 
scenery, the mountains - from 
Glencoe to the Small Isles we 
have it all. 

‘I’ve been coming here since 
I was a child and even did a 
summer job as a waitress in the 

Alexandra Hotel. I absolutely 
loved it and that sold the deal for 
me. I have a very close bond with 
Lochaber and its people, so much 

when I get dragged home.’
Festival committee member 

Ian MacLeod, from South 
Laggan near Invergarry, said 
the eight-day event was all about 

outdoor destination.
The wildlife guide and semi-

professional photographer told 
The Oban Times: ‘Scottish 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Natural Heritage has launched 
its ‘Big 5’ animals as a must see 
in the Year of Natural Scotland.

‘They are the red squirrel, red 
deer, golden eagle, common seal 
and the otter. Mull and Speyside 
have some - but Lochaber has 
them all.’

The eight day festival, an 
Outdoor Capital of the UK event, 
ends on Saturday.

For programme details visit 
ht t p://www.outdoorcapital.
co.uk/whats-on/wild-lochaber-
festival-2013.

Speaking on Monday, Lochaber 
manager Callum Cameron said: 
‘We have quite a few players 
who have made arrangements 

very last minute.
‘Our position is that we’re not 

available for the Saturday.’
Moved

Fort William chairman Richard 
Gall told The Oban Times his 
club asked for the game to be 
moved to Saturday a number 
of weeks ago as some of their 
players are not available on a 
Sunday.

The Camanachd Association 
agreed to reschedule the game for 

complaint from Lochaber.

Torquil Macleod said the CA 
did not have the power to force 
teams to play on Sundays and 
that the two clubs had arranged 

He said: ‘We look to give at 
least seven days notice and that’s 
what we’ve done here. 

‘I can understand the 
frustration but there’s not much 
we can do.’

Lochaber’s the 
place to be: Muriel’s 
festival message

Father Wynne opens 
new café and toilets

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

Boxing club bounces 
back with car boot sale

Former ScotRail  
worker admits assault

Caol man 
had stolen 
goods in 
his house

Match date row throws doubt 
over local shinty derby

Crianlarich bypass contract put out 
to tender: work to start this summer 
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C. Hodge Fencing
01631 563271

www.hodgefencing.co.uk
We have really well treated timber, thickly 

galvanised wire, heavy duty gates and 
much more. It’s all on our website. Rain, 
shine or gale force wind, our materials 

will still be there. Products chosen for the 
West Coast not just for the summer. We 
also have a huge list of gardeners and 

contractors - see our website.

FW

West Coast Energee has chosen 
to work with leading wind turbine 
manufacturers Lely-Aircon and 
Evance. The company, which operates 
in the north and west of Scotland, 
has installed and continues to service 
over 110 wind turbines that they have 

completed work is the installation of ten 

turbines for Scottish Water in Stornoway. 
Eddie Johnstone Scottish Water project 
manager stated ‘we are delighted that the 
Stornoway wind project is completed, we 
chose Evance turbines as energy can be 
generated and used on site reducing the 
need to purchase from the grid, resulting 
in lower energy costs. Evance have over 
1,600 number R9000 wind turbines 
installed in the UK.

Lely-Aircon is huge in the agri sector 
with a turnover of over 600 million last 
year, their turbine’s ace, other than its 
german build quality, is it’s virtual total 
lack of noise, being unaudible at 70 
meters away.

 On a 6.5 m/s wind site, an Evance  
5kW turbine can produce 18000 units 
every year, generating an annual tax-free 
income of £6,300.

 On a 6.5 m/s wind site, Lely-Aircon’s 
10kW turbine can produce 31,000 units 
yearly, generating an annual tax-free 
income of £10,850.

 Above examples are based on the 

pence per unit currently being paid, also 
all energy produced being used on site. 

decrease.
As the average cost of installation for 

Evance R9000s is £28,000, including 
VAT, Lely-Aircon 10kW turbines, 
which cost £66,000 inclusive of VAT 
these turbines could effectively pay for 

year manufacturer’s warranty; as part of 
installation costs, West Coast Energee 
will include insurance for such issues 
as damage caused by adverse weather 
conditions, loss of earnings and technical 

both turbines. 
Subject to customers’ provisions of land 

and grid connection points, Evance can 
arrange a free energy model, essentially 
connecting their homes to free electricity. 
Lely-Aircon will be able to discuss lease 

of lease £1,130 monthly over 5 years or 

£665 over 10 years (with 10% deposit).
 West Coast Energee will assist 

customers taking out installation 
packages with applications for planning 
and grid connections.

Imagine looking forward to when the 
wind blows…

NEWSDESK
01397 703003

A CRUISE ship which ran aground 
in Oban Bay on Monday evening is 
a regular visitor to Oban over the 
summer, according to operators.

Navigational bouy 
MS Serenissima, formnerly the 

MS Andrea and operated by Noble 

on a sandy bank around 6.30pm after 
approaching the bay on the wrong 
side of a navigational bouy.

None of the 112 people on board 

were injured during the incident 

incoming tide just before 1am.
Initial attempts had been made 

by Oban lifeboat to assist the ship 
by using the vessels engine power 
while pulling at the stern. An RNLI 
spokesman said: ‘Unfortunately the 
attempt was hampered by a strong 
wind blowing the ship towards the 
shore, and was unsuccessful.’

The 2632 tonne, 87-metre Serenis-

sima
Ledge during a rising tide with the 
assistance of the lifeboat.

The cruise ship was entering 
Oban’s north channel at the end of 
a 10-day cruise around the UK and 
Ireland. Divers inspected and passed 
the seaworthiness of the Serenissima
as The Oban Times went to press, 
and she was expected to leave on 
Tuesday evening on her next cruise.

Tim Cochrane, the cruise com-

pany’s commercial manager, said: 

cruise vessel on charter to them, MS 
Serenissima
early hours of Tuesday morning hav-
ing run aground in the approaches to 
Oban Harbour the previous evening.

‘The RNLI Oban lifeboat assisted 

at high water just after midnight.
‘None of the 61 passengers or 51 

crew were injured in the incident and 

the ship was never in any danger, 
having grounded, at its forward end, 
on a sandy bank.

‘There was no pollution or water 
ingress to the vessel. The captain 
kept the passengers fully informed 
and the atmosphere on board was 
extremely calm.’

Noble Caledonia operates cruises 
all over the world and has been visit-
ing Oban for the past 10 years with a 
variety of vessels.

MS Serenissima was stranded on the Corran Ledge in Oban Bay until freed by the rising tide and assistance from Oban lifeboat  Picture - John MacTavish

Cruiser with 112 aboard runs aground in Oban Bay

Council may give former 
school site away for housing

Report highlights potential air link between Oban, Glasgow and Barra
THREE new air links could be 
provided from Oban Airport after 

be interest in running commercial 

and Campbeltown.
Survey

The Highlands and Islands 
Regional Transport Partnership, 

HITRANS, has launched an online 
survey to gauge the interest in such 
west coast routes and whether the 
link would be commercially vi-
able.

It will also gather information on 
potential enhancements to the  cur-

Encouraging people to complete 

the online survey, HITRANS 
said: ‘The greater the number of 
survey responses then the more 
solid will be the evidence against 
which potential demand for these 
air services can be assessed. 

‘Therefore, HITRANS is very 
keen that residents and businesses 
thoughout the area take part in the 

survey.’
Lead councillor for development 

and infrastructure at Argyll and 
Bute Council, John Semple, said: 
‘It is important as many people as 
possible complete this survey to 
make their views known. 

‘These three proposed routes 
could make a big difference to 

people in Argyll and Bute and in 
the Western Isles.’

HITRANS director, Ranald 
Robertson added: ‘This study will 
provide an invaluable evidence 
base that will consider in detail the 
complex operational, regulatory 
and budgetary constraints which 
impact on the provision of air serv-

ices in the Highlands and islands. 
‘This work will also investigate 

the feasibility of any new opera-
tions and forecast the impact these 

crewing and operating costs.’
The survey can be found at 

surveymonkey.com/s/highlands_
and_islands_air_services.

AFTER rejecting bids approaching 
£400,000 for the former home of 

Argyll and Bute Council is consider-
ing giving it away.

The Oban Times revealed last year 
that talks between the authority and 
Argyll Community Housing Asso-
ciation (ACHA) had begun in a bid to 
have the site reused for housing for the 
elderly and low income families. The 
council this year gave ACHA £50,000 
to carry out a feasibility study to aid 
the plans.

Talks were also ongoing with His-

building de-listed to make demolition 
easier.

But it is now understood the council 
is considering transferring the site to 
ACHA for free, with the social hous-
ing provider said to be unwilling to 
pay for the former school.

A council source told The Oban 
Times ‘ACHA expects to get the site 
for nothing or the development won’t 
happen,’ adding that bids close to the 
asking price had been rejected in the 
past.

If the building is given away, it 
-

cial boost to the authority’s education 
budget, which was supposed to 
receive the proceeds from the sale.

ACHA chief executive, Alastair 

is involved in discussions with the 
council regarding the feasibility study 
we’ve been commissioned to do.  We 
have no comment to make on that as 
of yet.’

nor denied the talks were based on 
ACHA getting the site for free.

Asked instead if the association 
would pay the previously advertised 
£475,000 asking price for the property, 

he said: ‘It’s not ACHA’s position that 
we would want to pay that amount of 
money to acquire the building.’

When asked if Argyll and Bute 
Council was considering giving the 
building away for free, a spokes-
woman for the authority said: ‘The 

ongoing. When this is complete, 
further discussions will take place.’

The Oban and Lorn Area Com-
mittee originally agreed to move 
to de-list the building in 2011 after 
rejecting two offers from potential 
developers. The intention at that time 
was to remarket the building after 
de-listing had been achieved.

Two further offers were received in 
January 2012, but again, these were 
rejected.

Meanwhile, recent studies into the 

building is structurally sound, despite 
a leaky roof.

ACHA expects to 
get the site for 
nothing or the 
development 
won’t happen.

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

Alan Reid MP
will hold a surgery on 

Friday 31 May
Kilmore & Oban Church Centre, 

Glencruitten Road, Oban
10.00am - 11.00am

To make an appointment please phone 
Alan Reid’s office on 01369 704840
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motive
6kW—600kW WIND TURBINE SPECIALISTS

Monday 27th May 
Anntalla Community Hall
Isle of Tiree
6pm — 9pm 

Wednesday 29th May 
Craignure Village Hall
Isle of Mull
6pm — 9pm 

Thursday 30th May 
Coll Community Hall
Isle of Coll
6pm — 9pm 

THE UK’S LEADING MANUFACTURER OF 
HIGH PERFORMANCE WIND TURBINES

WINDCROFTING PACKAGES FOR
INVESTMENT FREE TURBINES

CONNECT & PROTECT

FIND OUT MORE RENEWABLE ENERGYSPECIALISTS

Cairton Road, Boyndie Drome,  Banff
Aberdeenshire AB45 2LR Tel: 01261 843537
Email: info@motive-services.com

6kW—600kW WIND TURBINE SPECIALISTS

FW

Lorn Lines
THE DEADLINE for entries to Oban in Bloom has been ex-
tended to June 30 after a clerical error meant Argyll Community 
Housing Association (ACHA) tenants were not invited to enter.

Organiser Andy MacDowall is now making clear that the com-
petition is open to all ACHA tenants, with the ACHA Tenants 
Cup up for grabs as usual.

He said: ‘We do have a trophy and it is open to them all, I would 
like to apologise for any inconvenience caused.’

garden centres or the Municipal Buildings on Albany Street. 
Completed forms must be returned to Mr MacDowall by June 
30.

A NORTH Connel woman has raised £1,148 for the Oban and 
Lorn branch of Alzheimer Scotland by running the London 
marathon.

her for her efforts by branch chairwoman Chris Hammond.
Doreen, 65, completed the race in four hours and nine minutes 

- coming third in her age group.

this for Alzheimer’s because I heard how well the money was 
being used and I felt it could be locally targeted.’

Chris added: ‘You can’t fail to be impressed by Doreen and we 
just want to say thank you. The money is used locally, the only 
money we put out is to research and the rest is spent in Oban.’

Chris Hammond presents Doreen Henderson with her 
certificate as Margaret Melville, Pauline Evans and Anita 

Marshall look on. 16_t21marathon01

A RESEARCHER who says 
there is proof the legendary 
King Arthur came from Argyll 
will next month urge the coun-
cil to make millions from his 
theory.

‘If the council plays this right, 
they will get world-wide public-
ity for Argyll,’ claims Adam 
Ardrey who has spent years 
researching the truth behind the 
stories of Arthur.

Dunadd link
Last year Mr Ardery pub-

lished a book, Finding Merlin, 
underlining the evidence he has 

uncovered to indicate Arthur 
was in fact Arthur Mac Aedan.

Not only does he explain the 
legend of Arthur’s famed magi-

the stone from which Arthur 
drew a sword in 574 in Dunadd, 
near Lochgilphead.

the location of Arthur’s most 
famous battle, the battle of 
Badon, as the lands of Badden 
that lie between Dunadd and 
Dunardy on the Crinan Canal.

He also claims the Isle of Iona, 
where Arthur Mac Aedan’s 

family was buried, as Avalon - 
where King Arthur was buried. 

He will release his second 
book on the subject, Finding 
Arthur, in October, which will 

in recognition of the increased 
interest there.

Now he hopes Argyll and 
Bute councillors will take 
advantage of his theories and 
the success of his book to stake 
a claim for Arthur’s heritage 
- potentially opening up a tour-
ism goldmine.

Ahead of next month’s meet-

ing, the advocate Mr Ardrey 
said: ‘Carmarthen, Wales, 
makes £6million per annum 
from a Merlin Festival inspired 
by its claim to be Merlin’s home. 
English Heritage too use Arthur 
to promote tourism - especially 
in Tintagel.  The tourist industry 
in Glastonbury is Arthur based 
- even the French have learned 
symposiums anent Arthur and 
Merlin based on a spurious 
claim. 

‘Leicester and York are cur-

that will come to whoever gets 

the body of Richard III. Inver-
ness makes £40million a year 
from a monster that does not 
exist.  

‘King Arthur is a bigger deal 
than Richard III and a bigger 
deal - and more real - than the 
Loch Ness Monster.  

Mr Ardrey believes a visitor 
centre should be established 
and a friendly rivalry with 
Southwest England would help 

Acknowledging cash may be 
hard to come by initially, he 
added: ‘Frankly, to begin with, 

it need not cost much. All they 
have to do is stake a claim for 
Argyll and when they start to 
get publicity, to keep up the 
momentum.

‘In effect, there is money to 
be made whether I am right or 
wrong about Arthur. France, 
England and Wales cannot all 
be right and they still do well 
out of Arthur.’

Mr Ardrey will make his 
presentation to  councillors at 
the Oban, Lorn and Isles com-
munity planning group on June 
11. 

Argyll missing out on millions claims King Arthur historian
‘If the council plays this right, they will get world-wide publicity for Argyll’

AN APPIN boy has been given a 
helping hand towards a new wheel-
chair from staff at one of his favourite 
places to visit.

Cameron Allen suffers from a rare 
condition called Osteogenesis Imper-
fecta, more commonly called brittle 
bone disease. The 11 year old has so 
far endured over 100 fractures in his 
bones during his lifetime.

Due to the weakness of his bones, 
spine, ligaments and muscles, Cam-
eron is a full time wheelchair user 
and, as yet, is unable to walk. 

The youngster is in need of a new 
wheelchair, which will cost £3,000, 
to help his bones get stronger with 

the aim of standing unaided in the 

ambition of wheelchair racing. 
Moved by Cameron’s story, staff 

at the Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary 
at Barcaldine have raised £978.21 to 
help fund the new wheelchair.

Craig Connor, general manager at 
the sanctuary, said: ‘The Allen family 
are frequent visitors to the sanctuary 
and live in Appin which is only a few 
miles down the road. 

‘Cameron’s story touched our 
hearts, he does so much to help raise 
money for other people, we wanted 
to give him something back which 
would make his life a bit easier.’Cameron receives his cheque at the sanctuary

Barcaldine sanctuary staff help Appin boy

MORE than 200 people are expected to turn up when Stramash 

Held on June 1 to coincide with International Childrens’ Day, 
the fenced site near Ganavan, Oban features several Mongolian 
yurts for shelter, offering an ideal base for fun and games for all 
the family. 

Winnie the Pooh will be on hand from 11am-2pm for the 
opening, which will incorporate a host of activities for all ages, 
including archery, orienteering, face painting and a great deal 
more. Entry is by donation.

OLYMPIAN and Commonwealth Games medallist Susan Egel-
staff will visit Oban High School next week to show how the 
right diet can lead to a healthier lifestyle.

The Scottish badminton player, who announced her retirement 
from the sport after competing at the London Olympics, will 

-
ence to sporting performance, leading to a healthier lifestyle.

Held as part of Scottish Sea Farms’ healthy hearts of the com-
munity roadshow, Susan will answer questions after a presenta-
tion from Irene Riach, nutritionist from sportscotland. 

Scottish Sea Farms has sponsored the roadshow as part of its 

schedule that will take the roadshow event to Shetland, Orkney 
and other parts of Scotland later this year.

Oban
unfurls its 
colours

Hopes high 
in rent row

after it was raised in Argyll 
Square.

within the square, including the 
Scottish Saltire, Union Flag and 
the European Flag.
The four standards replace the 

previously marked out the edges 
of Argyll Square.

raised by community council 
secretary Duncan Martin, after 
Argyll and Bute Council had 

be put in place.
Sandy Mactaggart, Argyll 
and Bute Council’s executive 
director of development and 
infrastructure, said there was an 
intention to reduce the number of 

look a bit worn and we had got to 
the stage where we had too many 

by the council. We were keen to 

Court of the Lord Lyon.’
Mr Mactaggart added that while 

all year round, exception could 
be made in special circumstanc-
es, or during the Argyllshire 
Gathering, when clan banners 

Councillor Elaine Robertson and 

were also present at the raising 

HOPES are high that a compro-
mise can be reached between 
ACHA and the Soroba Young 
Family Group (SYF) after a 
‘constructive’ meeting between 
the groups on Monday.

SYF had previously said they 
could be forced to leave their 
home in Soroba after the Argyll 
Community Housing Associa-
tion  (ACHA) said its peppercorn 
rent of £100 per annum was to 
be revoked, being replaced with 
a rent 36 times higher. 

The charity says it cannot af-
ford that and a parents’ petition 
calling on ACHA to review its 
decision has so far attracted 550 
signatures.

But there could yet be a 
compromise. Janice Kay, SYF 
manager, said she was encour-
aged by Monday’s meeting with 
ACHA chief executive Alastair 
MacGregor and hopes a deal 
that works for both parties can 
be agreed. 

She said: ‘We put our view on 
the table and Alastair put his.  

projections and give ACHA our 
accounts for the current year to 
demonstrate our expenditure.  

‘Alastair will take that to his 
committee on June 9 and we can 
go on from there.

‘I felt it was an exceptionally 

positive meeting.’
Mr MacGregor said: ‘I have 

provided - it would be helpful to 
determine whether the rate they 
will pay is affordable. 

‘The association will look at 
that and make a decision at our 
meeting in June.’

Referring to the 550 signature 
petition, Janice added: ‘It’s been 
excellent to see the support 
because you don’t always appre-
ciate how people see your group 
and the work it does.’

Scottish Charity Regulators 
(OSCR) has admitted it was a 
‘technical issue’ on its website 
that saw it reporting the SYF 
Nursery’s expenditure for 2011 
as nil.

Mr McGregor quoted the 

the OSCR website in last week’s 
Oban Times, sparking concern 
from parents.

However, The Oban Times has 
since seen a copy of the audited 
accounts that show expenditure 
for the SYF Nursery was 
broadly level with income for 
that period.

A spokesperson for OSCR 
said: ‘It’s something we’re look-
ing at; it is a technical issue with 
the website.’ 

‘I felt it was an exceptionally 
positive meeting.’ - SYF manager

Oban community councillor Duncan Martin, second from left, raises the burgh flag as Argyll and 
Bute Council representatives Sandy Mactaggart, councillor Elaine Robertson and Derek Crooks.

15_t21flag01

Island hotel declares 
‘business as usual’ despite 
legal wrangle and bankruptcy

A 46-YEAR-old man has been charged with careless driv-
ing after his vehicle ploughed into a house on the outskirts 
of Taynuilt.

The driver lost control of his vehicle on the B845 Taynuilt 
to Kilchrenan road and crashed into Heather Cottage at 
around 11.30am last Saturday. The driver and his passen-
ger suffered slight injuries in the crash.

TWO BICYCLES worth £4,000 have been removed from 
the back of a Renault Espace in Bridge of Orchy.

Between 10.30pm last Friday and 8am last Saturday 

to a rack on the back of the vehicle. The owners of the 
bikes were camping in the area at the time of the incident.

Oban police can be contacted on 01631 510500 if any 
witnesses have information.   

Car ploughs into house at Taynuilt

Bikes stolen at Bridge of Orchy

THE MISHNISH Hotel in Tobermory’s Main Street is open 
for ‘business as usual’ despite the owner being declared 
bankrupt.

The move follows a civil court case between Mishnish 
Enterprises Ltd, the company which runs the Mishdish 
Restaurant and Mishrooms, and Robert MacLeod, who 
owns the whole building and whose family run the pub in 
the hotel.

A spokeswoman for Mishnish Enterprises said on Tues-
day: ‘We are in litigation with Robert MacLeod over the 
monies we have lent him. 

‘We only found out this morning he is bankrupt and right 
now our main objective is to protect our loan and investment 
as security holders of the Mishnish Hotel. We are currently 
in discussions with fellow creditors.’

The restaurant and rooms, leased by Mishnish Enterprises 
since April 2011, are currently out of action as staff were re-
moved from the premises during the Mull Music Festival.

A court order has since been granted to allow sheriff of-

the Mishnish Hotel.
When a further court date was set for last Tuesday to deal 

with the breach of this court order Robert MacLeod was 
declared bankrupt.

A representative from the Mishnish Hotel said: ‘This 
doesn’t mean anything and it is business as usual here.’ The 
hotel has been in the MacLeod family since it was built in 
1861.

OBAN Police are following a positive line of enquiry in 
relation to an assault on a 19-year-old French tourist in the 
town. The man was allegedly attacked at around 2.15am on 
Sunday morning in Dunollie Road. 

Police follow lead on assault
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Successful day at the Mull  Rugby Sevens
for Oban Lorne

RUGBY

Mull Rugby Club get their compliance plaque from the Bill MacLaren Foundation presented by 
Linda Lawson, daughter of the late Bill MacLaren. Pictured are Linda Lawson, Fergus Whyte, 

children’s coach, Tom Nelson, president of Mull RFC, and Alan Lawson, former Scotland scrum half 
and now president of the SRU. 

Alan Wright, Argyll and Bute rugby development officer, Linda 
Lawson, wife of SRU president, Alan Lawson, president SRU, and 

Douglas Alexander, Labour MP, watch the action. 

OBAN Lorne 7’s tournament, sponsored by Yorkshire Building 
Society, will be taking place at Glencruitten this Saturday from 
12pm.

Come and see 15 teams from Scotland and Ireland compete in 
one of the most exciting games in sport – Rugby Sevens. This 
fast-paced game has entertained fans in Oban for a number of 
years and this season’s tournament is shaping up to be the big-
gest and most successful yet!

Throughout the day, the participating teams will compete in 
a group stage, with the winners advancing to a knockout stage. 

in the clubhouse bar.
As well as top-class rugby, there will be a BBQ and excel-

lent entertainment from Master of Ceremonies Sandy Rokitta. 
Families are welcome to come along and join in the party at-
mosphere.

The teams taking part are: Oban Lorne, Oban Exiles, Oban 
Old Boys, Mid Argyll, Lochaber, Mull, Cambuslang, Crieff & 
Strathearn, Howe of Fife, Shawlands, Cartha QP, Isle of Bute, 

Army Regiment from Ireland.
Oban Hockey club will also be hosting a 7-a-side tournament 

and a selection of Oban teams will make up the tournament. The 
hockey tournament will also start from 12pm at Glencruitten.

Action during the children’s tag rugby.

Oban Lorne defeated hosts Mull 15-7 to win the Mull Rugby Sevens.  Photos: Kevin McGlynn

Oban Lorne completed the double as their ladies team defeated Craig Dunain in the final.

Oban Lorne host 
Sevens tournament 
this weekend

Action from the Oban Lorne Ladies versus Mull match.

Joint winners of the tag team tournament celebrate.
Oban Lorne’s Robert Beattie was brought to ground by this flying 

tackle. 

Mull versus the Highlanders.

Oban Lorne took on Stirling in a pool game

OBAN Lorne’s winning streak 
continued on Saturday as both 
their men’s and women’s team 
won their respective tournaments 
at the Tobermory Distillery Isle 
of Mull Rugby Sevens.

The men defeated the host 

while the women defeated the 
newly-formed Inverness Craig 
Dunain team to make it a double 
win for the Oban club.

But the Mull club was not to 
be overshadowed on the most 
important day of their season, as 
it was presented with a Positive 
Coaching Scotland (PCS) award 
to recognise its youth coaching 
set-up. 

Mull is the 17th club in Scot-

the award.

Club said: ‘The PCS award was 
a massive part of the whole day 
but that was a more serious part 
of the weekend, which is billed 
as the world’s most sociable 
sevens.

Fundraising
‘The sevens is not only about 

the serious competition but is 
also a great fundraising day for 
the club.’

The ‘world’s most sociable 
sevens’ also gives out awards 
for the most sociable teams, this 
year won by Stirling County and 
Lismore Ladies.

There was also the welcome 
return of the Bute sevens team 
after years away from the tour-
nament. 

Earlier in the day an inter-island 
primary school tag tournament 
was held at Garmony.

Tobermory Primary School 
won the Scarlet Cup for upper 
primary teams and Lochdonhead 

every one of its 10 pupils, won 
the Garmony Quaich for smaller 
schools.

The club thanked tournament 
sponsors Tobermory Distillery 
for its support.

Men’s and women’s teams win the 
‘world’s most sociable sevens’

FW

The Tobermory Ladies Open was held on Saturday with a very good turnout and great weather. The winner was Angela 
McLauchlin, ahead of Glencruitten Golf Club teammate Helen Pearson and Rosie Barbour, also Glencruitten, in third. Home 
winner was Doris Hargreaves, longest drive went to Diana Dalgetty (Glencruitten) and nearest the pin was Diana Dalgetty 

(Glencruitten). 

Glencruitten success at Tobermory Ladies Open

THE ROTARY Club of Oban 
will hold its 28th Am-Am at 
Glencruitten on Sunday June 2. 
Money raised will go to local 
charities.

The event has so far raised 
more than £130,000 since it 
started 28 years ago. 

A good turnout is expected and 
50 teams will play for the Bank 
of Scotland Trophy, which was 
won last year by Lonan Proper-
ties. 

Glencruitten is in great shape 
for the event and with the assist-
ance of local sponsors it is hoped 
£6,000 will be raised.

Teams of four from across 
Scotland will take part.

OBAN Cricket Club has started 
its 2013 season with a comfort-
able win over Helensburgh at an 
overcast Taynuilt.

Leach and Kelly to thank for a 
strong opening 15 overs. Kelly 
was brilliantly caught at mid-on 
for 24 and Leach scored seven 
fours before retiring for 57. 

This brought big-hitting 
Tristan Carre and the equally as 
explosive Daniel Booker to the 
middle. 

in for a work-out as the Oban 

pair smashed a succession of 
boundaries. 

Blasted
Booker scored 47 and Carre 

leave Oban 208 for 7 after 40 
overs.

Helensburgh would have to 

to win and their chase got off to 
a poor start when Santos bowled 
Sullivan. 

form with three wickets to leave 
the visitors on the ropes at 10 
for 4. 

Helensburgh needed their tail 
to wag and it did just that with 
Chambers adding a crucial 28. 
Just when it looked like the 

undone by a ball from Kelly 
which spun and clipped the top 
of the off-stump.

to bowl-out Helensburgh for 96 
and to leave Oban winners by 
112 runs.

This Sunday Oban welcome 
Carradale to Taynuilt for the 
opening Argyll League game of 
the season.

Oban Cricket Club begins 2013 
season with Helensburgh victory

AN AMATEUR footballer 

ambition next week by playing 
at Scotland’s national football 
stadium.

Youth worker Innes Paterson, 
who is from Taynuilt but now 
lives in Lochgilphead, will play 
at Hampden on Tuesday - but 
not on behalf of his country. 

Innes, who turns 26 on 
Sunday, is the lucky winner of 
a competition. Innes won the 
Vauxhall Big Pitch Scotland 
competition on twitter. 

It asked football enthusiasts to 
name the most capped player in 
Scottish history and tell them 
why they deserved the oppor-
tunity of playing at the Glasgow 
stadium. Innes said: ‘I have 

been going to Scotland games 

game in March it dawned on 
me that I hadn’t seen Scotland 

win for a while. I looked back 
at Scotland’s results and I found 
that I haven’t seen them win 
since 1999 against Bosnia.

‘I tend to go to one or two 
games a year so you can imagine 
how much heartache I’ve been 
through. 

‘I basically explained all of 
this in my competition entry 
and that I deserved some joy at 
Hampden for once.’

Innes is one of a number of 
winners from across Scotland 
who could be sharing the pitch 
with former Scottish footballing 
greats. 

The Lochgilphead Red Star 
defender also won tickets to the 

Belgium and a full Scotland kit.

Amateur footballer wins 
chance to play at Hampden

Innes Paterson

Rotary Am-Am 
date decided
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Isle of Skye GC

Tight at the top in 
bowling league

TEN PIN BOWLING

Busy weekend at 
Fort William GC

GOLF Fort looking 
to end the 
season on a 
high note
‘If we can get a squad together we can 
compete with most teams in the league’

Easy win for Ewan

FORT William will look to end 
another trying season with a 
good result against fellow strug-
glers Lossiemouth at Claggan 
Park on Saturday.

The sides have each lost 30 
out of 33 games in 2012/13 and 
occupy the bottom two positions 
in the Highland League.

Fort are four points behind 
meaning even a win on Saturday 
would not be enough for them to 
leapfrog Lossie.

But manager Danny Conlon 
told The Oban Times a good per-
formance and result would boost 

shattered by last weekend’s 12-2 
hammering away to big-spend-
ing Brora Rangers.

Conlon said: ‘A good result 
would give us all a bit of a boost 
and I think that’s something we 

FORT William Golf Club 
started a busy weekend with 
the Craig Paterson Trophy on 
Saturday, Jimmy Ross shooting 
a net 70 to take the win.

David MacPherson was 
second with Owen Sweeney in 
third.

On Sunday the 1912 Cup was 
held with Neil Young taking a 
one shot victory.

Toby Richardson was runner 
up with a net round of 64, with 
Andrew Brown in third. 

The second round of the 
ladies’ Cameron Trophy was 
also played on Saturday, with 

Rosemary Macintyre was 
second with Hazel Cameron 
third.

Macintyre however won the 
May Medal on Sunday, with a 
net round of 71. Kim Topping 

second, with Hazel Cameron 
third.

Results:Saturday: Craig Paterson 
Trophy - 1, Jimmy Ross 87-17=70; 2, 
David MacPherson 79-8=71; Owen 
Sweeney 98-25=73. Cameron Trophy 
second round - 1, Helen Brian 32 points; 
Rosemary Macintyre 28 points; Hazel 
Cameron 26 points.

Sunday: 1912 Cup - 1, Neil 
Young 77-14=63; 2, Toby Richardson 75-
11=64(BIH); 3, Andrew Brown 75-
11=64. Ladies May Medal - 1, Rosemary 
Macintyre 82-11=71; 2, Kim Topping 
90-14=76; 3, Hazel Cameron 93-17=76.

pin bowling singles leagues at 
the Nevis Centre Pam Weller 
leads the scratch league with 66 
points.

Colin Pinkett is close behind 
in second place on 64 points 
with Tommy McKnight in third 
on 60 points. 

The handicap league for the 
Robert Cairns trophy is led by 
David Cameron on 55 points 
followed by Chris McCaig on 
48 points and Gilbert Mullen on 
47 points.

Colin Pinkett is the leader in 
the chase for the Nevis Radio 
High Pin Trophy with 2,192 
pins closely followed by Pam 
Weller in second with 2,188 and 
Rossamy Wareing in third with 
2,058.

This week’s top performer and 
gaining this week’s maximum 
15 points in both scratch and 
handicap divisions was Tony 
Whitelocke, with the top three 
game scratch series of 528 and 
the top three game handicap 
series of 651. The top individual 
scratch games this week were 
a 231 from Tony Whitelocke 

row and a 201 from Pam Weller 
which included four strikes in 
a row.

ISLE of Skye Golf Club’s May 
stableford competition saw 
Willie Cowie win by one stroke 
last weekend. Cowie scored 41, 
with Mike Williams second on 
40 points and Craig Irvine-
Smith third on 37.

Last week the club held the 
May Black and White Shield, 
with John Finlayson winning 
category one (handicap 0-12). 
Jamie Beaton was second with 
Alasdair I Campbell third.

In category 13-28, Martin 
Bird took the win from John 
Marshall and John D Macken-
zie.

The first tournament of the season for Lochaber Bowling Club was held with a wet start in the 
morning which gave way to a drier afternoon.  A small band of six pairs played an exciting contest 
with the top two pairs tied on points with shots up deciding the outcome. Pictured above are the 

winners, right to left, Bill Clark and Keith Brannigan with runners-up Eddie Downs and Liz Kennedy. 

WEST Highland Wheelers 
latest time trial saw 13 riders 
tackle an 18 miles hilly route 
anti-clockwise around Loch 
Leven into a strong headwind.

and eventually took a comfort-

50 minutes and 42 seconds.
Stephen Burns edged out 

for third place, with both men 
recording times of 54 minutes 
and 15 seconds.

Emma Holgate was the fastest 
female rider in a time of 62 
minutes and 34 seconds.

Time trial stalwart Davy 
Gunn made his return following 
a back injury, and recorded 
a time of 59 minutes and 32 
seconds.

KINLOCHLEVEN based Claymores Amateur Boxing Club are 
gearing up for their latest home show on Saturday June 15, with 
boxing legend Ken Buchanan MBE the guest of honour.

The former Undisputed World Lightweight Champion will 
hand out the trophies after the bouts, with some local youngsters 
hopeful of getting their hands of the prizes at the Scotland vs 
England select show.

Current Scottish novice champion Callum Clement of Tyndrum 
will be hoping to impress in front of his home crowd, while 
Ballachulish pair Kerr Mackin, aged 12, and 13 year old Cameron 
Sutherland will also be hoping to make an impact.

-

NINE Lochaber primary school teams competed 
in this years Primary Netball Festival organised 
by Active Schools at Lochaber High School. 

And it was Lochyside RC who continued their 
recent domination, winning the tournament to 
add to their recent league and netball festival 
successes.

Banavie A taking the match to extra time before 
Lochyside came through to take the win. Inverlo-

LOCHABER Athlete Club’s 
Finlay Wild won the Goat Fell 
Race on the Isle of Arran ahead 

last Saturday.
Wild completed the eight 

mile climb and back in a time 
of one hour, 15 minutes and 56 
seconds, over three minutes 
ahead of second placed Andrew 
Fallas of Carnethy.

Lochaber’s relegation fears increased as they went down 3-2 at home to Kinlochshiel on Saturday. Gordie MacDonald struck twice 
in two first half minutes of the Orion Group Premiership tie, only to see Shaun Nicolson reduce the deficit after the break.  But John 

MacRae’s strike with 24 minutes left to play was enough to seal to two points, despite Ben Delaney’s last minute penalty. Oliver ‘Ach’ 
Macrae is pictured firing over a dangerous cross as Lochaber’s Brian MacDonald attempts to block.

For a full roundup, see the shinty page.     20_f21lochaber02

CYCLING

ATHLETICS

Wild win for Finlay

all need right now, certainly the 
younger players. It would be 
good to get the last result out of 
our system.

‘It’s the last game, the season 
has gone for us now. Whatever 
happens this Saturday is not go-
ing to affect next season. Lossie 
might want to look at some new 
players for next season, and we’d 
like to do that as well.’

He continued: ‘We’ve got three 
big players - Michael Gillespie, 
Andy Martin and Darren Quigg. 
If we’re missing one of them, 
we’ll struggle, if we’re missing 
two then we’re in trouble.

‘If we can get a squad together 
we can compete with most teams 
in the league - but the problem is 
getting the squad together.’

Darren Quigg and Darren 
Duncan will both sit out the 
Lossie game, but Conlon is 
hopeful Davie Forbes, Iain Ma-
cLellan and Andy Maclean will 
all be involved.

Conlon had a skeleton squad 
available for last weekend’s trip 
to Brora, due to a cocktail of in-
jury, illness, work commitments 
and a wedding in Fort William.

But Fort’s requests to get the 
tie switched to a midweek date 
fell on deaf ears.

Conlon said: ‘We really strug-
gled to get 11 players on the 
park. I had a 17 year-old playing 
up against Ross Tokely, and I 
had a 15 year-old and a 16 year-
old playing. 

‘I was a bit disappointed with 
Brora. They played their strong-
est side, and after some of their 
goals some players were running 
into the net to pick the ball out. 
I thought it showed a lack of 
respect.’

A bumper rollover jackpot 
of £900 is up for grabs in this 
week’s Fort William FC lotto 
draw.

Last week’s numbers were 8, 
10 and 16.

wood, where he took on an experienced opponent.
-

ally lost by just a single point.
Club coach Martin Glenesk said: ‘We are in great shape, we now 

have nine carded juniors, two of them are girls, so this bodes well 
for the club’s future.

‘ We also have local DJ and Nevis Radio station manager David 
Ogg as our announcer for the night so we are looking forward to a 
fantastic evening.’

For tickets contact 07799 705 742 or call into the club which is 
open Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 6pm-8:30pm.

CYCLING

Ken Buchanan guest of honour at boxing show

Wet start to the bowling season

The winning Lochyside team with their trophy and defeated finalists Banavie 
20_f21netball02

-
side in the league, with Caol A and Banavie B in 
third place.

Lia Hunter of High Life Highland said: ‘Special 
thanks go to Carol Cairns, Primary PE teacher 
and Claire Lumley Holmes of the Fort William 

tournament and supporting netball in the primary 
schools.’

NETBALL

Lochyside RC win netball festival

Weather
Thursday Cloudy
 Winds moderate, north north westerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 9ºC

Friday Sunny intervals
 Winds light, north north westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 13ºC.

Weekend Sunny intervals
Outlook Winds light, west south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 12ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, May 23, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  03.34 1.8 09.17 3.1 15.45      1.7        21.25     3.3
Fri  04.25 1.9 10.06 2.9 16.35      1.7        22.16     3.1
Sat  05.30 1.9 11.16 2.8 17.32      1.7        23.23      3.1
Sun  06.43 1.9 13.08 2.8 18.34      1.7         **.**       *.*
Mon  00.53 3.1 07.53 1.7 14.17 3.0        19.36     1.5
Tues  02.12 3.3 08.50 1.5 15.05 3.2 20.37     1.3
Wed  03.08 3.5 09.37 1.2 15.46 3.4 21.33      1.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

11
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FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

10
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