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What a
Twitter!

Parent
calls for
uniform
response

Everybody else might be having fun....

The Spirit of the West festival at Inveraray Castle at the 
weekend left this dog feeling his nose was out of place.

 While whisky enthusiasts from all over the world 

and tasting masterclasses, he preferred the delicious 
smells from the Food for Argyll marquee. A constant 

stream of entertainment from the sensational Red Hot 
Chilli Pipers to cooking demonstrations, theatre on 
the move and a sheepdog herding ducks kept everyone 
amused for this highlight of the Year of Homecoming’s 
Whisky Month.

Full story on page 11.a21west05

New bus route between Oban and Edinburgh

A PRINCIPAL teacher in 
Argyll has been caught 
constantly using a social 
website during class 
time – to complain about 
colleagues, pupils and 
parents.

Now a ban on using such 
sites has been imposed on 
all Argyll and Bute Council 
staff.

The woman teacher has 
been using the Twitter 
website on average 20 times 
a day, with a peak of 38 visits 
to her computer.

Oban Times investigations 
reveal it has been going on 
since last December, and that 
she is not the only teacher 
involved.

Sensitive
She has been putting 

sensitive information into 
the public domain in her 
messages  – without blocking 
the diary entries to parents, 
pupils and colleagues. She 
also makes no secret of who 
she is or where she teaches.

In more than one entry, she 
criticises the head teacher 
and the management of the 
school.

She also tells the world: 
‘Have three Aspergers boys 
in S1 class – never a dull 
moment! Always offer a 
different, interesting take on 
things.’ 8.37pm April 21.

There is also a shameful 
admission of a lack of 
interest in teaching.

‘Hello…where I am stuck 

in a maths cover lesson, 
at least the sun is shining.’ 
10.01am May 11.

And while sitting next 
to an excluded pupil she 
writes: ‘Have S5 pupil 
for company excluded 
from afternoon school for 
swearing at English teacher 
this morning.’ 3.18pm May 
5

In another: ‘The thought 
of having some of my S4 
beyond exam time doesn’t 
bear thinking about – for 
them as well as me I suspect!’ 
9.33pm May 10. 

In another: ‘Had S3 
period 6 Friday for last two 
years, usually following 
two periods prep time, don’t 
know who least wants to 
do anything, them or me.’ 
5.40pm May 10.

‘Whining’
While writing report cards 

and watching Bargain Hunt 
on television, the teacher 
commented on each pupil: 
‘Had to skip over one pupil 
as trying to be polite and 
avoid words ‘whining and 
moaning’.’ 11.32am May 4. 

And knowing what she 
was doing was against the 
rules by using her computer 
in class, she said: ‘Depute 
came in while I was logging 
on… won’t stop me unless 
I’m told not to.’

Every area of school life 
comes up for criticism, 

including wrangles over 
different teachers’ salaries.

This week, one enraged 
parent told The Oban Times:
‘I know at least half the 
children she is commenting 
on. I am outraged that she 
describes children as hard 
work.

‘She is paid a lot of 
money to do her job and 
it is unbelievable that she 
sitting talking about them 
on a computer rather than 
teaching.’

Outraged
Oban South and the Isles 

councillor Gordon Chalmers 
said: ‘I am outraged that a 
council employee is using 
council time and reporting 
on council business on the 
web.

‘I do not pay my council 
tax so that staff can waste 
time on these sites. People 
should be spending time 
with real people rather than 
with cyber friends. It is a 
drain on public resources. It 
is shocking.’

A council spokeswoman 
said this week: ‘Social 
network sites are blocked 
in all schools as policy. 
Any member of staff found 
to have breached council 
policy will face appropriate 
disciplinary action.

‘Teachers may request 
access to blogs which have 
an educational value.’

EXCLUSIVE
By A STAFF REPORTER

Principal teacher 
makes shocking
website revelations 
– while in class

A PARENT is calling for 
Oban High to consult all 
parents regarding its plans to 
change the school  uniform 
come August or for parents 
to boycott the change.

Mary MacDonald, of 
Soroba, has written to The
Oban Times saying she was 
shocked that the school was 
to change the uniform from 
sweatshirts and polo shirts to 
formal trousers, skirts, shirts 
and ties given the ‘present 
economic climate’.

Despite Argyll and Bute 
Council’s and Oban High 
School Parent Council’s 
assurances that the 
consultation on the change 
had been heavily promoted, 
she felt that a questionnaire 
should have been sent 
home.

‘Only 179 parents’ views 
were expressed and certainly 
not all of them voted for a 
change back to the Victorian 
days of shirts and ties,’ she 
writes.

‘I would urge the school 
to rethink and consult all 
parents. If not, I would urge 
all parents who do not wish 
to fork out for new uniforms 
to continue to send their 
children to school wearing 
their present uniforms 

purpose.’
• See letters – page 10.

A NEW, direct bus route 
between Oban and Edinburgh 
will see the journey time by 
public transport cut to just 
3hrs and 45mins.

With the help of £15,000 
of funding from Argyll 

and Bute Council, Scottish 
Citylink started the service 
on Monday.

bus service to and from the 
capital will be popular with 
tourists and others.

The council’s spokesman 
for transportation and 
infrastructure, Councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre, said: 
‘I am delighted this new 
service is up and running.

‘Until now, getting from 

Edinburgh to the west coast 
by public transport was not 
easy. A direct link also opens 
up Oban and the surrounding 
area, including the islands, 
to hundreds of thousands of 
potential new visitors.’

The plot
thickens
OBAN Allotment 
Association has issued an 
appeal to local landowners 
for a site to meet the demand 
from budding vegetable 
growers in the town after 
resistance from residents 
nearby a potential site on 
waste ground at Burnside 
Place

One, Martine Law, said: 
‘I see it causing a bit of 
chaos.’

A MAN has died after the boat he 
was travelling in hit the north end 
of Calve Island, off Tobermory, 
Mull.

The man, believed to be in 
his 40s, was one of four English 
divers in Mull on holiday. They 
were returning their base in 
Lochaline after spending the day 
in Tobermory when they crashed 
onto the island at around 11.30pm 
on Monday.

Tobermory’s coastguard team, 
Tobermory Lifeboat and the Royal 
Navy rescue helicopter from 
Prestwick were launched after a 
member of the public contacted the 
coastguard. The witness said they 
had heard a loud bang and saw a 

Tobermory Lifeboat’s RIB and 
sister boat took the men ashore.

The coastguard were also in 
contact with the three other men, 
aged 39, 41 and 49, on board the 
RIB, who were treated in Dunaros 
Hospital on Mull for minor head 
injuries. They have since been 
released.

Police inquiries are underway 
to formally identify the deceased 
and to establish the exact 
circumstances of the incident.

Also this week, police divers 
recovered the body of a man in the 
Sound of Mull. The body thought 
to be that of a missing diver was 

time of going to press.

Diver killed in boating accident off Mull

The boat at the scene of the crash on Calve Island.

The Ardanaiseig dining 

room and acclaimed Chef de Cuisine 

Gary Goldie have recently been placed top in a survey 

of the best five Hotel Restaurants in Scotland and have been highly 

Commended by The Scottish National Hotel Chef of the Year 2008 awards.

The dining room is now open 

for Lunch, served between 

12.00 and 2.00pm, we are 

offering a three course set 

menu, that changes daily 

at £25.00 per person to 

include a glass of wine.

Why not come and visit 

our beautiful gardens while 

the Rhododendrons and 

Azaleas are at there 

best, and enjoy lunch 

while you are here?

ARDANAISEIG HOTEL

CHEF’S SET LUNCH MENU

SATURDAY 13TH MAY

£25.00 

******

SCOTTISH ASPARAGUS AND INVERAWE SMOKED TROUT

GLAZED WITH HOLLANDAISE SAUCE

*

FILLET OF SCOTTISH ABERDEEN ANGUS BEEF

WITH MOREL MUSHROOMS, PANCETTA,

PURPLE POTATOES AND RED WINE JUS

*

FROMAGE FRAIS PANNACOTTA

WITH MARINATED RHUBARB

******

CHEF DE CUISINE  - GARY GOLDIE

******

INCLUDING A GLASS OF WINE

Ardanaiseig Hotel
Kilchrenan, Argyll PA35 1HE

Tel: 01866 833333

Mum hits out 
at street safety
page 3 

Oban’s cup 
delight
page 21
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Beachd Ailein

Parking
charges
delayed

Mod grant
for Tiree
youngsters

SMALL west coast 
community projects could 
be devastated or delayed by 
the loss of an organisation 
providing free support and 
advice.

The Cadispa project 
(Conservation and 
Development in Sparsely 
Populated Areas) is under 
threat after the University 
of Strathclyde announced it 
would withdraw funding and 

Half of all the groups 
who have been helped with 

Vital support for remote communities is under threat

funding or draw up plans for 
new community facilities are 
on the west coast. 

Tony Perkins said the 
island of Lismore would not 
have its new Gaelic heritage 
museum without Cadispa’s 
services. He said it would 
be devastating to other 
communities if that expert 
advice was not available. 

He said: ‘They bring 
out the best in groups, and 
certainly without their help

have achieved all we did.’
Four years ago, Craignish 

opened the doors of its new 
£600,000 village hall. Jan 
Brown of the village hall 
committee, said Cadispa’s 
support and advice  was 
‘hugely helpful’ to the 
community. 

 She fears unless alternative 

urgently, the two members of 
staff will be out of work and 
years of valuable experience 
will be lost. 

Jim Mather, Argyll and 
Bute’s MSP and Scotland’s 
minister for enterprise, has 
been involved in efforts 
to save the project. He 
said: ‘I have been working 
with Andy Anderson and 
Strathclyde University on 
this issue for some weeks 
now and I believe that efforts 
are being made to make 
sure that there is continuity 
and a future strategy that 
retains skills, expertise and 
connections.’ 

A spokesman said the 

Strathclyde University had 
administered and part-funded 
Cadispa for a number of years 
as part of its involvement 
in community education. 
He said: ‘In response to 

educational demands, and 
the changing focus of the 
faculty of education, Cadispa 
will not longer be based at 
the university.’ 

He added the university 
would still be able to 
provide expertise through 
consultation work. 

By CHRISTINE McCARTNEY

PARKING charges in 
Tobermory on Mull have 
been delayed while Argyll 
and Bute Council deals with 
the raft of complaints it 
received.

Islanders rejected plans 
by the council to introduce 
parking charges for the 
town’s Main Street and 
Ledaig car park. Claiming 
that the authority had ‘no 
right’ to impose charges in 
the car park as it did not have 
ownership of the land, a 
strong objection was lodged 
with the council.

A council spokeswoman 
said there would be a 
delay in the introduction of 
charges. ‘We are dealing with 
objections to the proposal. A 
decision is likely to be made 
by councillors during the 
summer so, if approved, any 
charges will not be introduced 
until late summer.’

A GROUP on Tiree 
preparing youngsters for this 
year’s Royal National Mod 
and Girl Guiding in Argyll 
have received educational 
development grants this 
month.

Both organisations made 
successful applications to 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
Area Committee for help 
with their costs. 

Club a’Mhoid Ard Sgoil 

towards the costs of bringing 
a group of children from 

in Oban in October.
Girlguiding Argyll 

received £350 towards a 
weekend training course for 
guiders, with applications 
being made to two other area 
committees whose areas are 
also covered by Girlguiding 
Argyll.

Special
occasion
B U N N A H A B H A I N 
Distillery will release a 
special edition bottling of 
whisky during the Islay Malt 
and Music Festival.

Only 642 bottles of the 
limited edition Bunnahabhain 
Mòine have been released, 
each hand numbered and 
signed by the distillery 
manager John MacLellan.

Mòine (Gaelic for ‘peat’) 

sherry butts for only three 
months and has a high 

Shed ‘may 
be used to
store nuclear
bombs’
A SHED is causing alarm on 
Easdale.

A planning application 
to restore a boat shed into 
a storage unit on the island 
has been delayed for further 
information.

Objectors claim they do 
not know what would be 
stored in the building. Tim 
Flynn, an owner of self 
catering accommodation on 
the island, said: ‘It may be 
used to store nuclear bombs 
for all we know.’

A planning meeting of 
the area committee saw 
Argyll and Bute councillors 
agree unanimously to defer 
a decision on the planning 
application because they 
did not have enough 
information.

The hearing will be 
continued on June 24.IT MAY be the violin with 

one if the most interesting 
life histories in the Highlands 
and Islands – but its label, 
unfortunately, may not be all 
that it seems.

Carbost resident Murdo 
MacLean is the proud 

fell silent to end the First 
World War.

His uncle Donald 
MacLean, also from Carbost 

was celebrating in a bar in 
Pas de Calais with locals 
shortly after the armistice 
was signed to bring the 
slaughter to an end.

Miracle
It was a miracle Donald 

with the Royal Garrison 
Artillery through the Somme 
and other horrors all the way 
into Belgium.

As the soldiers mingled 
with the French commonfolk 
in the crowded country 

conversation. An old French 
peasant was playing – none 
too successfully, as Murdo 
recalls his uncle telling him.

Word got around the bar 

a sweeter tune, and the 
instrument was promptly 
handed to Donald, who 
soon had the bar in tears 
with his Highland airs as the 
hushed survivors, civilian 
and military, remembered all 
those they would never see 
again.

Murdo used to play 
himself, but nowadays his 

they once were, he told The
Oban Times.

Gently taking the violin 
out of its battered case, he 
said: ‘My uncle Donald 
bought this violin in a pub in 
France at the end of the war. 
He was very keen on music, 
and he took over and started 
playing. The locals were so 
impressed that when he and 

his comrades were going 
away the old man whose 
violin it was asked my uncle 
if he would give him £2 for 
the violin.

‘My uncle took out all he 
had in his pockets but he 
was short, so his comrades 
chipped in with the rest. That 
violin came all the way back 
to Skye, and was played at 
weddings and ceilidhs in Port 
nan Long and throughout the 
district. It has entertained 

thousands of people over the 
years.’

The instrument is certainly 

small ticket visible through 
the f-holes would suggest.

Printed in old script it 
reads: ‘Antonius Stradivarius 
Cremonensis, Faciebut Anno 

Alas, the instrument’s 
provenance is highly 
questionable as hundreds 

of thousands of replica 
‘Stradis’ were made all over 
Europe either in factories or 
by aspiring artisans – but it 
nonetheless produced many 

The violin is not the 
only keepsake Murdo has. 
Recently The Oban Times
told how his uncle Donald 
had given him an aluminium 

produced at the Kinlochleven 

Wonderful story behind
Murdo’s treasured fiddle

Instrument bought in French bar at the end of First World War

By STEPHEN NORRIS

A GROUP of young island 
footballers have returned from 
a once-in-a-lifetime trip to visit 
one of Europe’s top teams.

Islay Boys Football Club’s 

training with Primera Liga 
team Valencia, where they got 
to meet their heroes from the 

They also got to play against 
Spanish teams of their own age 
and watched Valencia beat Real 
Madrid 3-0.

Before the trip, some of the 

team of eight adults, had never 
been abroad.

Islay Boys coach Graham 
Brown said: ‘Our boys have 

scheme, which was co-
ordinated by a company called 
Inspire Sport.

‘The coaching was excellent, 
even though it was extremely 

hot, and the boys got specialist 
training, such as goalkeeping 
and set pieces.

‘They were so chuffed to 

have met the players and one 
of the boys got them all to sign 
his strip.’ In an effort to meet 
the cost of the trip, the Islay 

Boys and their parents had 

club thanked all the businesses 
that sponsored the trip.

Spanish delight for young Islay footballers

ISLANDERS worried their summer timetable 
will be delayed due to ‘essential maintenance’ on 

weeks on summer evenings allowing residents to 
take up activities on the mainland. But due to the 
lateness of the vessels departure for maintenance, 
fears are that the timetable will be shortened to 

An Argyll and Bute Council spokeswoman 
said: ‘The Cuan service, between Seil and Luing, 
has a relief vessel operating on it while the MV 

timetable traditionally does not come into 
operation until the MV Belnahua returns.’

It is understood that the council is grant-funded 

Scottish government.
Meanwhile, two members of staff are continuing 

to operate both the Easdale and Luing ferries while 
the council are in negotiating with the Maritime 
and Coastguard Agency, (MCA) over manpower 
on the passenger ferry.

Timetable delayed

DUART Castle on Mull is to 
host a ceilidh this Saturday 
to raise funds for the Mull 
Provincial Mod.

The concert, to be held 
in the castle’s Great Hall, 
will feature piper Calum 
MacLean and pianist Andrew 
Dunlop.

Andrew’s sister Joy will 
be singing, as will Audrey 

Paterson, Steven MacIver, 
Shannon MacLean, Alasdair 
Whyte and Isle of Mull 
Gaelic Choir.

The evening will be 
chaired by John MacFarlane 
of Taynuilt, a native of 
Tobermory. Tickets are 
available from Janet 
MacDonald, Tobermory, on 

Mull’s Great ceilidh

WESTERN Isles SNP 
MSP Alasdair Allan, has 
called on BT and the UK 
government to ensure the 

st century broadband 
connections. 24 island 
telephone exchanges missed 
out on an earlier upgrade in 
2006, a ‘wrong decision’, 
according to Dr Allan.

Broadband
plea

’S e am ‘murtair sàmhach’ a theirear ris glè thric, oir thig 
an tinneas seo air daoine gun fhiosta agus faodaidh e bhith 
orra fad bhliadhnaichean mun tèid mothachadh dha. 

Tha tinneas an t-siùcair aig ìre sgapte air feadh na 
dùthcha a-nise agus gun teagamh ’s e adhbhar iomagain a 
tha ’n sin dha seirbheisean slàinte na dùthcha, agus dhuinn 
uile. Oir ged tha ‘Seòrsa a h-aon’ mar is aithnichte e den 
ghalair an dual dha cuid, ’s e an ìre gum bheil an “Dàrna 
seòrsa” a’ sgapadh as motha ’s dòcha a tha dèanamh 
dragh dha proifeiseantaich  mheidigeach. Gu cìnnteach 
gabhaidh mòran dèanamh gus an galair seo a sheachnadh 
le bhith a’ gabhail cothrom air eacarsaich làitheil agus le 
bhith faiceallach a thaobh an seòrsa bìdh a tha daoine ag 
ithe, agus tha e uabhasach deatamach gun dèan pàrantan 
agus seirbheisean foghlaim dìcheall gus ùidh a thogail 
am measg òigridh airson iad fhèin a chumail fallain nam 
beatha. Ach mar a tha fìor le iomadach galair gu mì-
fhortanach, thig tinneas an t-siùcair air daoine nach eil ’s 
dòcha a’ coimhead mar gum biodh iad an cunnart àraid 
air, agus aon uair ’s gum bheil e ort chan eil, fhathast 
co-dhiù, leigheas air. Agus ged a tha na mìltean beò fad 
bhliadhnaichean mòra leis, tha na cungaidhean leigheas  
cosgail agus b’ fheàrr gu mòr a bhith cuidhteas e.

Mar a shùilichte tha mòran obair rannsachaidh ga 
dhèanamh gus fhiachainn ri leigheas a lorg air tinneas an 

Slàinte na Gàidhealtachd is Earra Ghàidheil chan iongnadh 
gum biodh Oilthigh na Gàidhealtachd a’ gabhail ùidh ann 
is ionad rannsachaidh  a-nise stèidhichte ann an Inbhir 
Nis. Oidhche Shathairne seo chaidh aig cuirm ann an Talla 
Cluiche Eden Court,  thogadh na mìltean not dhan Ionad 
sin agus bu mhath an t-adhbhar e! Ged a bhios mise tric a’ 
càineadh siostam a tha a’ fàgail cus an urra ri carthannais 
tha mi den bheachd gum bheil e deatamach dhuinn taic a 
chur ri rannsachadh meidigeach den t-seòrsa seo. 

Sadly it is now a fact that most of us will know someone 
who is suffering from diabetes. This “silent killer” is 
reaching epidemic proportions worldwide and there are 
an estimated 12,000 people affected in the Highland and 
Argyll Health Board areas alone.

Although some have hereditary tendency for Type One 
diabetes it is the rapidly expanding incidence of Type Two 
which is causing most concern. It is vital that people of all 
ages exercise regularly and take care with diet to prevent 
diabetes, but while millions live with the condition there 
is no cure as yet, and treatment for so many is enormously 
costly.

The UHI Millennium Institute now has a dedicated 
diabetes research unit and at a concert organised by the 
Inverness and District Branch of Diabetes UK at Eden 
Court Theatre last Saturday thousands of pounds were 
raised for the unit. 

Medical research is a worthy cause! 

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

THE ONLY 
TELEPHONE
DIRECTORY

WHICH IS LOCAL 
TO OBAN!

Available from: 
Soroba Stores, Pitt Stop, 
Dunollie Stores, 
Bridge of Awe Service Station, 
Tourist Information, 
Taynuilt Post Office Garage, 
Soroba Road Filling Station, 
Co-op, Hannah’s, 
Albany Stores, WH Smith, 
McColls, Connel Village Store, 
Benderloch Supermarket, 
Dunbeg Stores and Tesco

OUT NOW
The Oban Index has all the local numbers you need.
Available from all good newsagents, local 
supermarkets and the Oban Times office.

Go to the
   Index!Go to the
   Index!

 Comprehensive range in stock

 Specialist polyethylene   
 fabrications

 Straight pipes and coils available  
 PE Welding/jointing service  

 available

 Full range of electrofusion fittings 

 Geothermal pipework solutions

 Hydro electric pipe lines

 We also supply an extensive range  
 of recycled plastic products  
 including boardwalks, picnic  
 tables, fence posts and marine  
 pontoons

For more information: 
www.fusionmarine.com  www.fusionrecycledplastic.com

Full range of plastics, 
polyethylene pipes and fittings

Fusion Marine Limited, Marine Resource Centre, 
Barcaldine, By Oban PA37 1SE

Tel: +44 (0)1631 720 730   enquiries@fusionmarine.com
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OBAN Forward has urged 
the public and businesses 
to get behind its plans to 
brighten up the town ahead 
of the tourism peak, warning 
that the days of the council 
doing everything are gone.

Among the group’s 

projects planned over the 
next two years, include a 
seafood festival, traditional 
street entertainment and 
the employment of a full-

conferences, groups and 
functions to the area. 

On the streets, more bins 
and benches will be put 
out and there are also plans 
to improve the signage to 
McCaig’s Tower and power 
wash the sea walls.

Already the group has 

the town centre, organised 
the clean-up of the beach in 
Oban Bay and has arranged 
for a litter pick-up at 6am 
every Sunday.

A spokesman for the group 
said: ‘The days of letting 
the council do everything 

are gone and we, as a town, 
must pick the ball up and run 
with it. Oban has perhaps 
been complacent over the 
past decade with regards to 
tourism. We have to get back 
to where we were in that 
respect because other towns 

have caught up. We must 
lead the way again.’

Following Homebase’s 
donation of 100 hanging 
baskets for Oban and Mull, 
the group is also speaking to 
the other stores in the town 
to see how they can help.

‘Town must get behind plans to brighten up the town’

CHILDREN at Happy House Nursery in Oban were jumping for joy thanks to a cheque to pay for new equipment. Robin 
MacQueen presented the cheque for £500 to the nursery on behalf of  MacQueen Brothers Community Fund.t20happy01

So happy they are jumping for joy

A SOLDIER back from 
Afghanistan has been locked 
up for a total 100 days after 
pointing an air pistol at a 

Campbell Street. 
At Oban Sheriff Court last 

week, Ross MacLellan, aged 
19, of 9E Colonsay Terrace, 
Oban admitted pointing the 

stopped him on Feburary 19 
this year. 

He also pleaded guilty 
to breach of the peace and 
resisting arrest at Oban 

day, while on bail for other 
charges. 

Defending MacLellan, 
Edward Thornton told the 
court his client had not 
intended to hurt or frighten 

handed the over the weapon 
when asked. He added 
that the accused’s drinking 
became worse after he saw 
active service with the Royal 
Regiment of Scotland. 

Sheriff Douglas Small said: 
‘There is no suggestion that 
you intimidated the police 

it at him in a belligerent 
manner.’

MacLellan’s sentence was 
backdated to February 20 

custody. 

Soldier who
pointed air
pistol at
policeman is
locked up

Assurance
after Tesco
health scare
TESCO has assured staff 
and members of the public 
that there is nothing to be 
concerned about after a 
member of staff at the Oban 
store was diagnosed with 
tuberculosis (TB).

‘Several weeks ago Tesco 
informed the health authority 
that a member of staff who 
works primarily in the back 
of store had been diagnosed 
with TB,’ said a spokesman 
for the company.

‘The store manager was 
assured that nobody was 
likely to have been affected 
at the store and indeed in the 
weeks that have followed 
nobody has shown any sign 
of the illness.’

It is understood the person 
concerned received a course 
of antibiotics and has since 
recovered.

‘Customer and staff safety 
is our priority at all times 
and it is simply wrong to 
suggest otherwise,’ added 
the spokesman.

Bridge set 
for upgrade
PLANS are underway to 
replace the single-track Oude 
Bridge between Kilninver 
and Kilmelford.

The bridge, which 
traverses the river leading 
into the Oude Dam, is to 
be replaced with a two-lane 
road bridge and the road is to 
be re-aligned accordingly.

Argyll and Bute Council has 
put in planning permission 
for the replacement on the 
A816.

‘The new bridge will be 
about 160 metres upstream 
of the current one which will 
remain in operation until the 

a council spokeswoman.
‘There should therefore be 

little if any disruption, other 
than when the connections 
are made to the existing 
road at each end when every 
effort will be made to keep 
delays to a minimum.’

The plans for the bridge 
and 560 metres of new 
carriageway are at the early 
stages. The work could be 

and the estimated cost is 
around £1.3 million, said the 
spokeswoman.

Drunk
football fan

A MAN who shouted and 
swore at his partner when 
he arrived home drunk 
after watching football last 

Oban Sheriff Court.
Appearing from custody 

on Monday, Charles 
Paterson, aged 41, admitted 
breaching the peace after 
having an argument with his 
partner at their home and 
then following her into her 
neighbour’s house where 
he shouted and swore at her 
again before he was asked to 
leave.

‘He was throwing bits 
of the Hoover around the 

Mhairi Crilley.
Paterson, 1F Ulva Road, 

Oban, who did not recall 
throwing things or being in 
his neighbour’s home, was 

• Do you have
 a story for

The Oban Times?
Call our reporters 

on 01631-568000

Support for
boat fund

AN OBAN mother is calling 
for something to be done 
about the town’s George 
Street pavements after her 
son tripped on a paving slab 
and fell, injuring his face.

Lisa was on her way to 
work last Thursday, walking 
down the seaward side 
of the pavement with her 
four-year-old son Cieron 
and her mother, Josephine 
Carmichael, when Cieron 
tripped.

‘We were just walking 
along and he went straight 
over one of the slabs and 
landed on his face,’ said 
Lisa.

He and his mother and 
grandmother were so taken 
by surprise that they did not 
have time to catch him and 
he did not have time to put 
out his hands to stop his fall.

Cieron ended up with 
scrapes down his forehead,

Lisa Petrie with her son Cieron, whose face still bears the scars of his fall. t21fall01

Cieron’s face the day he 
tripped on the pavement.

Mother hits out after son, 4, badly hurts his face after trip and fall

Main street
in Oban ‘is
not safe’

By MARIAN MILLER

right eye, cheek, nose and 
mouth and by that evening 
he had a black eye.

‘He was screaming,’ said 
Lisa. ‘People were running 
up with wipes and tissues for 
him.

‘It could have been so 
much worse. It could have 
been someone elderly that 
broke a leg.

‘Someone said that a man 
had fallen down two days 
before and they had had to 
call an ambulance for him.’

Lisa and Josephine said 
the pavement where Cieron 
tripped was raised at least an 
inch above its neighbouring 
slabs and there were other 
areas in George Street 
where they had noticed 
similar problems, outside 
SpecSavers, Cuan Mor, New 

chip restaurant.
‘Seriously hurt’

‘It was just really 
frightening when it happened 
and I thought they just need 
to do something before 
someone gets seriously hurt,’ 
said Lisa.

‘What about the visitors 
coming to the town?’ said 
Josephine. ‘What happens if 
they come here and trip and 
break their leg, what is that 
going to say about Oban?’

Thankfully Cieron has 
recovered well from his fall, 
with no lasting damage. ‘I 
just want something done 
so this doesn’t happen to 

anyone else,’ said Lisa.
‘We are sorry to hear that 

a child sustained injuries 
in George Street,’ said a 
spokesman for TranServ 
Scotland, which maintains 
the trunk road pavements in 
the town.

‘It would not be appropriate 
to comment further until we 

have spoken to the family 
regarding the circumstances 
of the incident.’

Duncan MacIntyre, Oban 
North and Lorn councillor, 
who is also transportation 
spokesman at Argyll and 
Bute Council, said the issue 
of George Street’s pavements 
had been brought up with 

TranServ’s area manager.
He said: ‘I will be 

telephoning this week them 
and that is one of the things I 
will be checking with them.’

He said the cleaning 
and power washing of 
the pavements to clear 
them of chewing gum had 
compounded the problem.

MOVES are afoot to change 
a redundant water tank on 
the island of Iona into a 
commemorative wall.

A planning application has 
been made by an East Lothian 
company calling itself Iona 
Wall Ltd to change the use of 
the tank behind the MacLeod 
Centre into a ‘celebration wall’ 
at a cost of £50,000.

Iona Community Council 
chairman Mark Jardine said: 
‘My understanding is that it is 
a commercial venture where 

they will try to sell space on 
the wall for commemorative 
plaques and people pay a sum 
to have it inscribed.

‘We are not keen on it and will 
be looking at the application to 
see if we are going to make any 
formal objections.

‘I have seen the drawings 
and as far as I can see they 
are going to use the existing 
structure and they are going to 
have the wall opened up. They 
will need access as well which 
is something we will be taking 

into consideration.’
At present the only access to 

the tank, which is covered and 
grassed up to the lid, would be 
beside the MacLeod centre, 
owned by Iona Community, 
over National Trust for 
Scotland land.

The tank originally belonged 
to Scottish Water but was sold 
in an auction recently.

Mr Jardine conceded that 
there could be demand for such 
a wall on the island given the 
huge international interest in 

Iona and its history.
Only those who live on 

Iona or can prove a particular 
connection to the island can be 
buried in the graveyard.

Graham Boyle of Iona 
Community said it would be 
supporting whatever position 
the community council on the 
island took. Malcolm King, 
Iona community warden, said 

to manage.
The Oban Times was unable 

to contact Iona Wall Ltd.

Wall of resistance to Iona proposal

LOCH Awe Improvements 
Association (LAIA) has 
agreed to support The Oban 
Times’ Loch Awe Rescue 
Boat Fund, following a 
meeting on Monday.

The group is also looking 
at ways to warn the public 
about the dangers involved 

better signage as a possible 
solution. LAIA chairman 
and Highlands and Islands 
MSP Jamie McGrigor said: 
‘We have agreed to support 
the fund in principle and to 
the best of our abilities.

A meeting between the 
emergency services and loch 
stakeholders is being held 
at Oban Community Fire 
Station on Tuesday.

TOURISM minister Jim Mather was in Inveraray 
last Friday to lead discussions with representatives 
from the industry in Argyll and Bute.

Mr Mather, MSP from Argyll and Bute, spent the 
morning listening to the views of local operators 
and exploring ideas for tourism businesses to 
work in partnership with each other and public 
sector agencies.

Growth

tourism leads the way for economic growth as the 
economy recovers.

The event also marked the launch of the newly 
formed Argyll and the Isles Strategic Tourism 
Partnership, a group that brings together public 
and private sectors in an action-based approach to 
local tourism strategy.

Tourism on the move 

THIS MONTH IN 
YOUR NEW LOOK 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
READ...
ISLAY’S 
HEROES: 
on board 
with the sea 
rescuers.
SEA TROUT: 10 of
the best spots.
DRAMS FOR DADS: 
our pick of the 
best whiskies.
TARTAN INVASION: 
the clans are 
gathering.

WIN...
2 NIGHTS DINNER, BED & BREAKFAST FOR 2 
PEOPLE: plus 2 days salmon fishing at the 
kenmore hotel.
WHISKY: a bottle of Glengoyne 10yo.
TICKETS: to the greatest show on earth, the 
Royal Highland Show.
GET PUBLISHED! send us your photographs 
and win A subscription to Scottish Field.

DISCUSS...
GO TO OUR FORUMS: share views, rate 
whiskies or restaurants, or submit book 
reviews at www.scottishfield.co.uk

SEIZE THE DREAM!
A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY TO RUN A BUSINESS 
ON THIS MOST MAGICAL AND FRIENDLY OF ISLANDS

Lismore Heritage Centre
is looking for an enthusiastic and highly motivated person/couple to take over 
the tenancy of its modern and excellently equipped café.
The café is a well established business and a hub which links locals and visitors.

For our information pack please e-mail lismoremuseum@btconnect.com 
or telephone 01631 760030 between 11am and 4pm.
Comann Eachdraidh Lios Mòr
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ROY BRIDGE is to celebrate the Year of Highland 
Homecoming with a project focusing on the Gaelic songs 
of Lochaber. 

The Bards of Braighe Lochabair initiative will highlight 
songs composed by local Gaelic poets. Top Gaelic singer 
Rachel Walker is already leading a Gaelic song group in 
Roy Bridge. She said: ‘We are open to new participants 
who would like to join the session. We’d also be interested 
in hearing from anyone who has a song from the Lochaber 
area, especially from Brae Lochaber.’ 

Contact  Rachel on 01397 712588 or info@rachelwalker.
co.uk.

GLENFINNAN hosted a 
world premiere as part of the 
Loch Shiel Spring Festival 

evening.
St Mary’s and St Fillan’s 

Church provided the venue 

Rachmaninov’s Elegie op. 

viola.
An audience of around 50 

heard harpist Lucy Wakeford, 

Dickinson, viola, interpret 
festival director Charles 
Mutter’s new arrangement 
beautifully. 

The piece was originally 
composed for piano, but 
in an inspired moment Mr 
Mutter decided to arrange it 

The evening featured the 
music of Arnold Bax, much 
of whose work was inspired 
by the 1916 Easter Rising in 
Ireland.

Full report and pictures in 
next week’s Oban Times.

ENERGY costs at Inverlochy Primary 
School are expected to drop by 40 per 
cent after the conversion of the heating 
system from oil to sustainable Lochaber 
wood chips. 

The £120,000 project, instigated, 
developed and managed by Highland 
Council’s housing and property 
service, was carried out by Torlundy-
based Highland Wood Energy as part 
of the council’s drive to boost use of 
renewable energy sources.

Councillor Michael Foxley, chairman 
of the council’s climate change working 
group, said: ‘Inverlochy Primary 
School is an excellent example of 

what we can achieve throughout the 
Highlands to reduce our impact on 
climate change. With the support of 
our staff, pupils and other colleagues 
within the council we can develop these 

make a collective impact on reducing 
our carbon emissions. I would like to 
thank everyone involved in this project 
at Inverlochy for all their support.’

Head teacher Ainsley Burns said: 
‘Both staff and pupils are very 
pleased that our school is now more 
environmentally friendly in the way we 
heat our building. The pupils have been 
involved in a joint funded ‘Eco Art 

Project’, led by Felicity Nightingale, to 
enhance the look of the boiler container 
and are pleased that we as one small 
school can make a direct impact on 
saving the planet.’

Managing director of Highland 
Wood Energy Ltd Bruno Berardelli 
added: ‘The wood heating system will 
reduce heating bills at the school by 
approximately 40 per cent and CO2 
emissions by around 80 tonnes per 
annum, demonstrating that Highland 
Council is being proactive towards 
meeting their carbon reduction targets. 

‘The fuel is sourced locally, ensuring a 

THE AULD Alliance - La 
Vieille Alliance - between 
Scotland and France is alive 
and well after a delegation 
of French civic and tourism 
industry leaders visited 
Lochaber.

In a visit designed to 
strengthen ties between 
Ballachulish and the French 
slate-producing Donzenac and 
Allessac regions, hopes are 
high a shared slate heritage 
can be harnessed to boost 
tourism.

The French party enjoyed 
a three-day stay at the 
Ballachulish Hotel, where 
they were joined by Lochaber 
representatives and friends for 

a ceilidh dance on Saturday 
night. Local representatives 
took their French guests on 
tours round Lochaber.

The Lochaber village already 
features in an exhibition on the 
slate industry currently touring 
France, and Ballachulish 
Primary School is looking 
to set up a video link with 
Allessac schools, Ballachulish 
Community Council Chairman 
Mel MacAskill said. 

‘The whole visit was 
tremendous. They were really 
taken with everything. They 
were especially impressed 
that St John’s Church had a 
chalice that was at the Battle 
of Culloden,’ he said.

Scots and French gather on the Ballachulish Hotel steps 
before the ceilidh. f21balla01

Exclusive
By STEPHEN NORRIS

Lochaber visit strengthens Auld Alliance with France

Hands up for the environment: Inverlochy children show their delight that local wood chips are being used in the 
school’s new heating system. f21boiler01

PRESSURE is mounting on 
the Scottish Environmental 
Protection Agency (SEPA) to 
cut its charges for applicants 
hoping to set up micro hydro-
electric schemes.

Following The Oban Times’
revelations last week on how 
Strontian-based mushroom 
farmer Robert Dunn was 
facing a substantial bill to 
secure a SEPA licence for his 
project, local politicians are 
urging the water watchdog 
to make it much easier for 
small-scale operators to get 
started.

Mr Dunn already has 
permission from the Forestry 
Commission for his £20,000 
plan to harness a tiny burn to 
power his home - the former 
Longrigg manse - but faces 
substantial additional costs 
for the necessary SEPA 
permissions.

SNP MSP for the Highlands 
and Islands Rob Gibson told 
The Oban Times he has 
already written to energy 
minister Jim Mather asking 

him to ‘lean on’ SEPA to 
speed up and cut costs to 
applicants.

He said: ‘Micro hydro can 
power many rural homes 
and small communities. The 
current SEPA rules must be 
reviewed to cut costs. 

‘No one doubts the claims 
that water extraction can 
affect the watercourse, but the 
costs to small projects could 
easily favour small producers 
without compromising the 
environment.

‘Climate change is such an 
imperative that SEPA must 
not hinder small-scale hydro 
with excessive fees. They 
cut farming and crofting 
inspection fees in response 
to the economic recession. 
Small hydro deserves their 
every help.’

Lochaber Labour councillor 
Brian Murphy recognised 
SEPA’s role in ensuring the 
environment was protected 

– but demanded a fairer 
charging system.

He told The Oban Times:
‘I accept that SEPA has a 
duty to ensure that small 
hydro schemes don’t have 
a detrimental impact on the 
local water table, and that 
they need to be properly 
investigated and regulated to 
see that doesn’t happen. 

‘However, the costs of 
setting up these small 
schemes are pretty 
considerable and I think 
there needs to be a sliding 

size of the scheme whether 
it has commercial potential, 
or is only large enough to 
supply power for domestic 
use to a single property. 

‘Ultimately, people 
who want to set up small 
hydro schemes need to be 
encouraged and supported, 
not put off altogether.’ 

SEPA said it was required 
to recover the costs of 
regulation from applicants 
and licence holders, but 
wanted to make sure its 
charging scheme did not act 
as ‘a disincentive’ for small-
scale energy generation. 

‘The growing popularity 
of these schemes reinforces 
the need to carefully assess 
such activities,’ said a 
spokesperson.

Meanwhile, the 1.5Mw 
Rannoch River hydro 
scheme on the Ardtornish 
Estate will create 12 jobs 
during construction.

concert
premiere

‘Chips’ on the menu at Inverlochy 

Pressure
mounts on 
SEPA to 
cut charges

Roy Bridge celebrates with song

Man dies in 

POLICE were awaiting the 
results of a post-mortem 
examination before naming a 
man found dead in a caravan 

Morar, as The Oban Times
went to press.

A member of the public 
discovered the burnt-out 
caravan with the victim 
inside around 5pm on 
Friday.

A police spokesman said 

continuing enquiries into 
the death and there did not 
appear to be any suspicious 
circumstances at this stage.

The spokesman said police 
were following ‘a positive 
line of enquiry’ regarding 
the man’s identity. 

 Nurses Caitriona MacLean and Andres Ayala, both 
from Fort William check out what’s on offer from John 

Palmer. Caitriona is originally from Morar, Andres 
from Madrid.f21nhs01

AROUND 50 NHS staff 
dropped into the Post 
Graduate Centre in the 
Belford Hospital, Fort 

lifelong learning in Lochaber 
as part of a national ‘Learning 
at Work Day’.

Organisations with stalls 
at the event included the 
Royal College of Nurses, 
Unite, Unison, Lochaber 
Hydrotherapy Ltd the 
Highlands and Islands Fire 
and Rescue Service and 
NHS Highland IT training 
department.

Nursing, administrative 
and domestic staff all took 
advantage of the information 
on offer to look at options for 
expanding their knowledge, 
boosting their career 
prospects and achieving a 
better work life balance.

NHS Highland learning 
and development facilitator 

NHS staff expand their knowledge

John Palmer told The Oban 
Times: ‘We have theses 
workshops today so staff 
can see what learning is 
available through work and 
what funding in there. ‘There 

offers by way of SVQs.’

Lochaber Hydrotherapy 
director Jennifer Walker 
said: ‘We are getting a 
very good response. They 
invited Graham Brooks from 
Lochaber Leisure Centre 
and he passed it through to 
us asking if we would like to 

PLANS for a 25-turbine wind farm 
at Raera Forest, in Nether Lorn have 
come under discussion by community 
councillors.

The development is being planned 
for a site high on the hillside eight 
miles south of Oban and visible from 
the islands of Seil and Luing and the 
Craignish Peninsula. Work has begun to 
set up monitoring equipment to access 
the viability of the site.

It is understood that permission to 
investigate the area was given by Argyll 
and Bute Council last December.

A closed meeting was held about the 
plans in Kilmelford Village Hall in early 
May. 

A spokeswoman for RWE Npower 
said: ‘We are investigating the feasibility 
of developing a wind farm at Raera 
Forest.

‘We are at a very early stage in the 
development process. However, as a 
company we are keen to ensure that 

local people are both informed about any 
proposed developments and are given 
the opportunity to have their questions 
answered and any ideas or suggestions 
considered before the design of the 
wind farm is completed and a planning 
application is submitted.

Activities
‘We called an early informal meeting 

and invited representatives from Seil, 
Dunadd, Kilninver and Kilmelford, 
Luing, Kilmore, Avich and Kilchrenan 
and Craignish community councils 
to discuss how best to engage with 
the community about our proposals. 
These discussion will help to shape our 
community consultation activities.

‘During the development of the 
scheme, we will be providing people 

out more and share their views with us. 
Further information can be found online 
at www.npower-renewables.com/raera/
index.

Talks on 25-turbine
wind farm begin

INVERARAY and District Pipe 
Band have won the Scottish 
Championship in grade two, at 

The young band, which were 
world champions in the juvenile 
category last season, was only 
promoted to piping’s second 
tier of competition this year but 
returned from Dumbarton with 
the pipe band championship 

competition.
Uptake

Such is the uptake of piping in 
the area, Inveraray was able to 

juvenile category.
The novice juvenile band, 

which was formed last year, 
had only played in one previous 
competition, the Cowal Gathering 
in Dunoon last year. The band 
came seventh overall with 
their drum corps coming fourth 

overall. Oban High School Pipe 

band category, collecting their 

Jane Carson came in for special 
mention for managing to play 
with a broken foot.

Excellent
Inveraray Pipe Major, Stuart 

Liddell, said: ‘When the results 
were announced I couldn’t 
believe it, since we were playing 

grade with so many excellent 
bands. I was very happy with 
the way we played but to be 

Next on the Inveraray’s agenda 
is Bearsden Highland Games on 
June 13 followed by Helensburgh 
Highland Games on June 21. The 
grade two band will then travel 
to Northern Ireland to compete 
in the British Championships on 
June 27. 

Inveraray band return
as Scottish champions

Newsdesk
01631
568000

Two die, one hurt in mountains
ONE CLIMBER has died 
and another was recovered 
from the Cuillin Ridge in 
two separate incidents this 
week.

Members of Skye 
Mountain Rescue Team and 
a coastguard helicopter were 
called out at around 2.30pm 
on Monday May 18 to help 
one of two climbers who 
had fallen on the Am Basteir 
Ridge. On reaching the 

scene, the rescue team found 
the man had sustained fatal 
injuries.

Team leader Gerry Ackroyd 
told The Oban Times: ‘The 
weather came in and they 
had tried to get off The Tooth 
down a gully but something 
went wrong. Conditions 
were greasy, which didn’t 
help.’

On Tuesday rescue services 
were out again to recover 

an injured man from near 
the Cuillin Ridge summit at 
Sgurr Nan Eag. The man, 
who was walking with 
another climber, had fallen 
around 60 feet from near the 
summit after a boulder came 
loose, Mr Ackroyd said. 

The man was airlifted 
by helicopter and taken 
to Broadford Hospital for 
treatment to leg, hip and 
back injuries.

Meanwhile, a man who told 
a woman who found him 
near the summit of Beinn a’ 
Chlahair, east of Roy Bridge, 
that he had lain unconscious 
for three hours, has died.

The man was airlifted 
to the Belford Hospital, 
Fort William, on Saturday 
evening, but was pronounced 
dead on arrival. 

A report will be submitted 
to the Procurator Fiscal.
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THE BURNS Club of Oban and Lorn presented 
a cheque for £1,000 to Oban Hospice. Quintin 
Goldie accepted the cheque on behalf of hospice 
trustees from Burns club chairman Roy Wood 
and committee member Douglas MacDonald. 
t20burns01

BREAST is best for babies 
in Oban and Lorn and these 
mothers agree.

The Oban and Lorn National 
Breastfeeding Awareness Week 
was launched in Glencruitten 
Road Church Hall with mums, 

babies and toddlers joining in on 
the fun.

Facts
The morning highlighted the 

facts around breast feeding. 
Babies who are breast fed are less 
likely to have allergies, asthma, 

suffer from obesity and be prone 
to gastroenteritis, while mothers 
are less likely to contract breast 
and ovarian cancer.  

NHS Highland have a new 
helpline for breast feeders on 
0300 100 0212. t20breast02

THE South Lorn Branch of the Scottish Conservatives 
held a spring lunch at  the home of Miss Ivy Davies, 
who chaired the lunch. 

She welcomed Mr Sandy MacPherson the new 
chairman of constituency party in Argyll and Bute 
and a  large number of  supporters  and members 
who attended  the lunch.  Later Mr Gary Mulvaney, 
the Conservative parliamentary candidate for 
Westminster, oulined the main issues which would 
be facing an incoming government.

Oban and Lorn mums know what is best

It’s a hole
lot of trouble
– but worth it
Persist with claims against council, urges driver

with a claim over pothole 
damage to your car, the advice 
from one man is try, try again.

Engineer Bruce Campbell from 
Balvicar has two outstanding 
claims against Argyll and Bute 
Council for damage to his car 
– caused, he insists, by some of 
the worst potholes in the UK. 
Yet, he was told time and again 
by the council that he had no 
right to compensation.

Mr Campbell is urging people 

claims that drivers do not have a 
right to compensation. ‘I would 
encourage anyone making a 
claim against the council not be 
deterred by its lack of response. 

that they settled with me.
‘In the courtroom, minutes 

before the cases was due to 
start, I was approached by the 

which I accepted.
‘My happiness in receiving 

compensation was shortlived 
when the very day I received my 
cheque I inadvertently went into 
another hole.

‘It burst my two nearside tyres 
and I had to call out the AA. In 
the meantime, I have had two 
other compensation claims.

‘There are still 39 dangerous 
potholes between my house at 
Balvicar and Kilmelford where 

I work not to mention the two 

sewerage works have caused.
‘I am claiming £700 from 

the council to settle two lots 
of pothole damage but despite 
offering them £300 to get the 
claim settled quickly it has 
turned me down.

‘So I am now taking it to 
court again. The council has 
made improvements to some of 
the roads where the damage has 

A Freedom of Information 
request reveals the council has 
turned down 34 pothole claims 
in the past 15 months – but paid 
out on 14 to the value of £2,080. 
The council is still making a 
decision on 12 claims.

By LOUISE GLEN-LEE

A GROUP has been established in Oban to inform 
people locally of the war in the Middle East.

Oban Concern for Palestine is looking to ensure 
that schoolchildren and the general public are seeing 
a truthful portrayal of the situation.

Group member Graeme Pagan said: ‘We are 
discussing the small part we can play in working for 
peace and justice in the Middle East. We see our role as 
collecting information as to what is really happening 
in Israel and the occupied Palestinian Territories and 
will work together with others who are genuinely 

The group will have a stall at Oban Charities Day 
on June 6, where they will discuss the issues with 

on June 30. Anyone interested in joining can contact 
Mr Pagan on 01631 563737.

AN ARGYLL graduate will 
be travelling to Calcutta to 

charity work in the region.
Kimberley Soep, from 

Kilchrenan, and her friend 
Rebecca Roberts, both 
recent graduates of the Royal 
Scottish Academy of Music 
and Drama (RSAMD), will 
be delivering drama and 
arts workshops for many 
of the young people in the 
slums, with a view to setting 
up full-time projects that 
can be continued by future 
volunteers.

mission is to provide 
sustainable development for 
severely underprivileged and 
vulnerable children, many of 
whom live in the streets or 
slums of Calcutta.

Kimberley and Rebecca 
have so far raised more than 
£2,000 through a ceilidh in 
Kilchrenan and a sponsored 
climb of Ben Cruachan.

Donations can be 
made at justgiving.com/
rebeccaroberts8, with all 
proceeds going to the young 
people of Calcutta.

CAT PENS at Argyll Animal Aid have been 
renewed thanks to support from the community.

A charity spokesman said: ‘The generosity from 
the public last year has helped us to renew the pens. 
We look forward to their continuing support this 
year.’ So far the charity has had a stall at the Oban 
Rugby Sevens and will be represented at Oban 
Charities Day and the Argyllshire Gathering.

Funds to reduce

footprint

Kimberley
is Calcutta
bound

THREE Argyll projects have been given climate 
challenge fund awards totalling more than 

ALIenergy, a charity promoting better use 
of energy in Argyll, has been given a grant 
of nearly £270,000 for a project to provide 
energy information and advice to households 
throughout Argyll and to stimulate awareness of 
where carbon emission reduction is possible.

Elsewhere Dalavich Improvement Group has 
been given £1,500 for its green heating project 
and Here We Are in Cairndow has been given 
£9,500 for an energy audit.

Argyll and Bute MSP, Jim Mather, said: ‘By 
undertaking to reduce the carbon footprint 
of their village hall by at least 50 per cent the 

by offering a local solution to the climate 
challenge.

‘And Here We Are is showing further 
community initiative by applying to the fund to 
enable them to conduct an audit, the data from 
which will identify how the houses and premises 

THE British Heart 
Foundation has urged 
householders in Fort William 
and Oban to make sure their 
second-hand goods go to 
genuine charities. 

As donations to charity 
shops fall, they are warning 
that some apparently 
charitable collections 
are made by commercial 
companies, which good 
causes getting as little as 
three percent of the income 
from the sale of goods. 

Donors can deliver items 
direct to a charity shop or 
question the collector to 
make sure the charities are 

Charity
donations
warning

School is given
food for thought
YOU can lead a horse to water, but you cannot make it 
drink…which is a problem Oban High is encountering 
with its school canteen.

Under Scottish government legislation, the canteen 
is only allowed to offer healthy options on its menu, 
which is leading pupils to seek alternatives in droves.

At a meeting of Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area 
committee last week, where head teacher Peter Bain 
was presenting the members with his annual report 
on the school, the low uptake of free meals given the 

Councillor Donald MacDonald asked Mr Bain: ‘How 
can we encourage more pupils to take up free meals?

– basically it says no fat, no additives, no chocolate or 

Nutritional sense
He said although it made educational and nutritional 

sense, youngsters did not always see it that way and 
would rather go to the burger van outside the school 
gates, the sandwich shops and supermarkets.

Mr Bain added: ‘There is nothing wrong with the 

such they would rather go and eat alternative types of 
foods – that would be one reason. The second reason is 
because they want their freedom to spend their pocket 

‘What would bring them back in? A more balanced 
menu which would allow us to serve junk food 
sometimes during the week but unfortunately it goes 

Report by MARIAN MILLER

o



Thursday 21 May, 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk6 DISTRICT NEWS

A GROUP of professionals 
were sent back to school, but 
rather than using desks and 
chairs they were building an 
outdoor classroom in the forests 
of Mull.

North West Mull Community 
Woodland Company 
(NWMCWC) hosted an outdoor 

weekend for 25 people in 
partnership with the Community 
Woodlands Association. 

The group was introduced 
to practical advice on forest 
management from Dr Jens Haufe 
of the Forestry Commission, 
followed by a session on the 
Woodmizer, a mobile sawmill 

that converts low value logs 
into useable timber by Matthew 
Reade, a Director of NWMCWC 
and woodworker from Calgary. 

The forest school is used by 
local primary schools in the 
community-owned forest. 

Heather Waller, head teacher 
of Ulva Primary School, is 

currently studying to become a 
forest schools practitioner. 

The outdoor classroom aims 
to encourage and inspire 
individuals of any age through 
positive outdoor experiences 
giving them an improved 

of their outdoor environment.

LOCHABER and Lorn 
Ramblers Group is holding 
a series of hikes over the 
spring and early summer.

The next outing is a half-

three miles, on Thursday 
May 21. Meet at Onich Hotel 
car park at 1.30pm. 

ARISAIG has been able to 
boast the largest oyster found 
in British waters - until now.

A specimen found at the 

bought at Plymouth Fish 
Market was found to weigh 
3lbs (1.36kgs) beating the 
previous record, a 1.8lb 
(0.83kg) oyster found off 
Arisaig beach in 1997.

The Devon giant has 
been spared because of its 
incredible size - fully seven 
inches across - and was 
given to a local aquarium.

The world’s biggest 
oyster, weighing 8.1lbs and 
measuring 12 inches long 
and 5.5 inches wide, was 
discovered in Chesapeake 
Bay, Virginia, America, in 
1999.

Ramblers        
step out

Devon ‘giant’ 
robs Arisaig
of oyster title

AROUND 50 pupils from Banavie Primary School 
got their hands dirty last Thursday morning – but 
in the best possible way.

The children paid a visit to Lochaber Rural 
Educational Trust’s (LRET) growing gardening 
project at An Clachan, Torlundy, for their annual 

Fort William man George Anderson, from 

Plantation and a volunteer at the trust, expertly 
built four wooden-bordered lazy beds for 
placement in front of the building ahead of the 

seven years.
LRET director Isabel Campbell said: ‘LRED’s 

Seed to Supper project has trebled in size this 
year with three schools taking part - Lochyside, 

Inverlochy and Spean Bridge. About 60 pupils 
are learning how to grow their own and Tuesday 
is gardening day. 

‘Another 31 from Inverlochy will be taking part 
on May 22. 

‘We have two greenhouses in use now and have 
had to build more lazy beds to meet the demand 
– which is a great problem to have!’

The Banavie Primary School pupils at the gardening project. f21banavie21

Outdoor classroom established in Mull forest

SATURDAY March 21 was a special day for Jennifer 
and Norman Ward of North Connel as they celebrated 
their silver wedding anniversary with family and 
friends at the Lochnell Arms Hotel.

Forty guests sat down to a splendid three course 
dinner, provided by Colin Felgate, the new chef/
manager, and his staff.

Piper Scott Felgate piped Jennifer and Norman 
to their seats at the top table then Archie Munro, 
Jennifer’s cousin, proposed a toast to the happy 

The silver wedding arrangements were organised 
by Mabel Munro Rowan, cousin of Jennifer and 
president of the Edinburgh Argyll Association, along 
with Jennifer’s family. Thanks were extended to 
Dave and Andrea and Scott Cunningham and Iona 

The cake featured a photograph of Ben Cruachan 
and Loch Etive with tartan corsages at the corners. 

Following the meal, a ceilidh got into full swing. 
Bean an tighe was Mabel. Rosie Stevenson was 

voice singing Scottish songs. Alex Low and Alasdair 
MacDonald, from Connel, were on accordion.

Archie MacKenzie, director and editor of Scottish 
Field magazine, entertained with lovely Gaelic songs. 
From Hawick, cousins Frances and Fred Munro 
changed the mood with country and western songs to 
Fred’s guitar accompaniment.

Mabel recited ‘MacAlister danced before the King’ 
and the ‘Road to the Mod’ and told amusing stories.

A happy and memorable evening was had by 
everyone. Thanks to everyone who gave presents, 

Jennifer and Norman Ward cut their silver 
wedding cake at the Lochnell Arms Hotel.

Silver wedding celebration

Banavie primary pupils enjoy planting project

Islay
Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell:
01496 850215

Fèis Ìle 2009
THERE is much to look 
forward to in the programme 
for Fèis Ìle 2009, Islay’s 
annual festival of malt and 
music.

As well as the popular open 
days at each of Islay’s eight 
distilleries plus The Maltings 
at Port Ellen, there will be 
ceilidhs and musical events 
on all days in various venues, 
a Distilleries Grand Parade in 
Bowmore to honour Islay’s 
emergency services on the 
evening of Thursday May 28 
and much more. If you want 
to join in the fun, be sure to 
book accommodation before 
you travel. 

For a full list of events, see 
www.feis. streamlinenettrial.
co.uk
Thanks to the Islay 
Community from Port 
Charlotte School: 
‘We would like to thank 
everyone who travelled from 
near and far to support the 
Parent Teacher Association’s 
Spring Fayre on Saturday 
March 28. Everyone had lots 
of fun, both young and old, 
and helped to raise a fantastic 
amount towards the cost of 
an interactive whiteboard for 
our Pre-5 Unit.

‘The PTA members put lots 
of effort into organising such 
a fantastic event, and many 
thanks to everyone who 
helped, and donated home 
baking and prizes for the 

‘We’d like to say thank 
you to the staff for helping 
to sell our gifts, and we look 
forward to next year’s Spring 
Fayre with great anticipation 
and know it will be ‘eggstra’ 
special.

‘We would also like to thank 
everyone who helped us to 
collect Books for Schools 
tokens in The Times and 
Sunday Times newspapers. 
As a result of the fantastic 
support of our community on 
Islay and on the mainland, 
we have collected 525 tokens 
in total. 

‘We have ordered our 
books and can’t wait for 
them to arrive.’
The pupils of Port 
Charlotte Primary School.

The Islay 5K 
- here come
the girls!
ENTRANTS are sought for 

fun run taking place on Islay 
this July, supported by the 
Rhinns Medical Centre. 

Women of all ages are 
invited to register their 
interest in walking or running 
just over three miles, in 
support of Cancer Research. 
If you are not quite up to the 
half marathon or other more 
gruelling events planned for 
the summer, this is an ideal 
opportunity to join with your 
friends and neighbours and 
Run the Rhinns or Stroll 
the Strand in 2009. Cancer 
Research’s 5K Race for Life 
programme has raised £240 
million over the past 15 
years and anyone who has 
participated will know the 
amazing atmosphere during 
the events.

Kate Skinner, one of the 

organisers, said: ‘The words 
‘fun’ and ‘run’ had never 
really gone together in my 
mind, but in 2003 I signed 
up for the Race for Life in an 

‘After sticking rigidly to 
the 10-week training plan 
I managed to jog round the 
whole course, which gave me 
a real sense of achievement. 

‘But nothing prepared 
me for the experience of 
hundreds of women ranging 
from school teams and 
slimming clubs to the over 
60s all doing their best for a 
worthy cause. Some people 
ran, most walked, babies 
in pushchairs slept, but 
we all felt the same sense 
of achievement when we 

most humbling aspect was 
reading the signs on the 
backs of entrants; so many 
were running in memory 
of close family members. 
The most inspiring were 
those that were running in 
celebration of their own 

battle with cancer. For further 
information on the Islay 5K 
2009 please email islay5k@
excite.co.uk or ring Kate on 
860296.

Dancing
weekend
A STRONG contingent of 
Scottish country dancers 
from Dundee and various 
parts of Scotland visited 
Islay recently for the Royal 
Scottish Country Dancing 
Society Islay branch’s annual 
dancing weekend.

Based for the weekend in 
Bowmore Hall, the weekend 
started on Friday evening 
with a ceilidh dance, with 
local singers performing. 

A 30-strong dance class 
was held by Anne Robertson 
on Saturday morning. 
Readers may remember 
Anne Robertson, who taught 
French and German in Islay 
High School during the 
late1980s. She was interested 
in Scottish Country Dancing 

then, and helped the pupils 
during their social dance 
lessons. As the weekend’s 
dance teacher was unable 
to attend at the last minute, 
Anne, who had come as a 
participant, was able to step 
in at short notice. 

In 2008, Anne compiled 
two dances to tunes written 
by her maternal grandfather’s 
nephew, Pipe Major James 
Robertson, ‘Farewell to the 
Creeks’, written in 1919 
about the creeks and inlets 
of his native Banffshire, 
and ‘Boyndie Hills’ 
commemorating hills lying 
south of Banff. Anne taught 
‘Farewell to the Creeks’ on 
Saturday morning, and saw 

Anne said: ‘I had given the 
dance to groups to try, but 
had never had the chance 
before to see it danced right 
through. It was great to see 
that it works as had been 
hoped, that the group today 
enjoyed it and found that it 
does ‘dance’ well.’  

The weekend continued 
with a formal dance on 
Saturday evening, then a 
social dance on Monday.  
Music for all the dances was 
provided by the David Ross 
Band.

Broadband
service
installed
MANY rural Islay 
households and businesses 
have recently had satellite 
broadband installed by Avanti 
Communications under 
the Scottish government’s 
Scottish Broadband Reach 
(SBR) programme. 

The installation engineers, 
who were very helpful, 
assisted with set-up, and 
this has been reasonably 
straightforward.

Until applicants’ sites were 
inspected, it was not certain 
that connection could be 
achieved, but there have 
been no reports of anyone 
not getting connected.

MEMBERS of Mid Argyll 
Rotary Club gathered 
recently in the Cairbaan 
Hotel for the club’s annual 
Charter Dinner.  

Grace was said by Rotarian 
the Rev Dr Roddy MacLeod 
and, after a welcome to 
members, partners and guests 
from president Alistair Gow, 
everyone enjoyed a meal.

For some time the Rotary 
Club has been making 
an award to the ‘Most 
Promising Young Musician 
of the Year’. Rotarian 
Colin Campbell introduced 
this year’s winner, Claire 
Anderson, who as well 
as writing songs, plays a 
number of instruments and is 
a member of more than one 
school band. She delighted 
the audience by playing two 
pieces on the saxophone.

Claire was presented with 
her award by this year’s 
Governor of District 1230  
Catherine Stewart, a member 
of Eastwood Rotary Club.

An award was also made 
by the District Governor to 
‘Rotary Club Citizen of the 
Year’. This year’s recipient 
is Jenny Campbell, clearly a 
popular choice.

Introducing Mrs Campbell, 
Rotarian Sandy Cameron 
spoke of the charitable 
work she had done for many 
years, having been an active 
member of the Red Cross for 
57 years, as well as being 

and Lochgilphead Parish 
Church.  In reply, Jenny paid 
tribute to her family and 
everyone who had been so 
supportive to her over the 
years.

Rotarian Stephen Hunter 
reminded members of the 
objects and principles of the 
Rotary movement, whose 
philosophy is expressed in 
the words ‘Service above 
Self’.

The toast to Rotary 
International was proposed 
by President Alistair Gow.  
He expressed his pleasure 
that the club had achieved 
one of its goals during the 
year by raising £1,000 for 
the Rotary campaign for 
polio eradication.

In reply, District Governor 
Catherine Stewart expressed 
her pleasure at being back at 

the Charter Dinner, having 
been present last year 
deputising for Governer 
Drew Hughes.

Guests were also present 
from the Rotary Club of 
Oban, Mid Argyll’s mother 
club, and from the Rotary 
Club of  Ballymoney, which 
is twinned with Mid Argyll.  
Oban President, David 
Finlayson, proposed the 
toast to the Rotary Club of 
Mid Argyll.

The vote of thanks was 
proposed by President-
elect Tom Kilcolm who 
made special mention of 
Rotarian Pamela Hamilton 
who had done most of the 
arrangements for what 
was proving to be a most 
successful and enjoyable 
Charter Dinner.

A very happy evening came 
to an end with dancing to the 
Fraser McGlynn Duo.

Mid Argyll Rotary Club 
annual charter dinner

CALEDONIAN MACBRAYNE FERRY TERMINAL, OBAN
FRIDAY 22 MAY - WEDNESDAY 17 JUNE 2009

MOVING STORIES
A TOURING EXHIBITION

10 PEOPLE, 10 EXPERIENCES AND 10 YEARS 
OF THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT
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A PSYCHIATRIC report has been 
ordered on a former Spean Bridge 
man who admitted possessing more 
than 740 indecent photographs of 
children.

Brent Grayson, aged 31, whose 
address was given in court as 
The Pines, Livingstone, a brain 
injury rehabilitation unit, admitted 
accessing the images on the 
internet at Lochaber College, Fort 
William, on October 5 and October 
12 2007. 

Grayson appeared in the dock with 

his father acting as an ‘appropriate 
adult’ as he is considered to have 
a mental disability after suffering 
brain injuries in two separate car 
accidents as a child.

Procurator Fiscal Alison Wyllie 
told Fort William Sheriff Court 
current legislation required she 
narrate the facts of the case at this 
stage of the proceedings.

Ms Wyllie said that Grayson had 
started a computer course in spring 
2007 at the college as part of a 
voluntary care scheme undertaken 

in conjunction with the local 
mental health team. Ms Wyllie 
said: ‘It was decided that his father 
should sit with him during the class 
but for various reasons this ended 
up not happening but he appeared 
to be getting on well and carried on 
the class for six to eight months.
However in September 2007 the 
tutor decided that something was 
going on and moved him to the 
front of the class.’

The court heard that on October 5 
the tutor checked the computer and 

found that pornographic websites 
had been accessed. ‘The accused 
was spoken to but it happened 
again on October 12,’ continued 
Ms Wyllie. ‘This time a female 
student sitting behind saw some 
of the images of young children 
wearing practically nothing and she 
complained to the tutor. Members 
of staff looked at the computer, 
were concerned at what they saw 
and contacted police.’

Over the two days it was found 
that Grayson had accessed 741 

indecent images involving children 
aged six to 16 years.

Sentence was deferred until June 
25 for background reports and a 
psychiatric report to be prepared. 
On that date a plea in mitigation 
from Grayson’s defence agent will 
also be heard. Sheriff Douglas 
Small placed Grayson on the sex 
offenders’ register and released him 
on bail on condition that he has no 
unsupervised contact with children 
under 16 or access to computers or 
the internet.

YOUNG people in Plantation, Fort 
William, enjoyed a day creating 

Saturday. 
The event, held at the Plantation 

Community Centre, Young Place, 
Plantation, ran from 10am to 4pm and 
saw residents gather together with local 

helped to make more than 40 baskets. 
The project was the brainchild of the 
Plantation Community Association 

(PCA) and was run by the local Kidz 
Club.  PCA committee secretary Lesley 
Boath said: ‘We have worked with the 
local Kidz Club to create an event, 
which was enjoyed by local residents 
and kids, will help brighten up our area 
too.

‘Residents came along and learnt 
how to plant out a basket. We sold the 
completed baskets for a small charge 
and everyone had a great day.

youth club funds to help pay for trips 
and equipment.

Kidz Club organiser Donna Calder 
thanked the council, local councillor 
Brian Murphy and tenant participation 

support. She said: ‘This help, along 
with the support of many local 
volunteers has made this event a great 
success.  We’ve all had a good day and 
look forward to seeing the results in the 
months ahead.’

Museum
opens doors 
for 41st 
season
GLENCOE and North Lorn 
Folk Museum is opening its 
doors on Friday May 22 for 
the start of its 41st season.

For 2009, Scotland’s 
‘year of homecoming’ the 
museum has organised a 
special display illustrating 
the emigration of Lochaber 
people to other shores, and 
sometimes returning.

The museum is also 
organising special events 
throughout the season 
including a Victorian fashion 
parade of original costumes 
in Glencoe on June 18. 

A photographic exhibition 
of historic photos is also 
planned.

Kirsti Carsten of the 
museum said: ‘The trustees 
would like to welcome 
everyone, including those 
who return every season, 
and those who have never 
visited, to come in and 
explore an amazing array of 
artefacts depicting Scottish 
life and history.’

Opening times for the 
museum are Monday to 
Saturday 10am to 5:30pm. 
Admission is £3, concessions 
£2, and locals and children 
are free.

A NEW initiative to bring 
all-weather sports facilities 
to Lochaber was launched in 
Fort William last week.

Sportlochaber, a new 
community-led project, 

from the Nevis Bank 
Nursery and welcomed 

Robbie the 
Pict loses 
speeding
appeal
SKYE Bridge campaigner 
Robbie the Pict has lost a 
legal appeal challenging the 
validity of speed cameras 
and motorway speed limits.

The lawyer, who 
campaigned against tolls 
on the Skye Bridge, lost an 
appeal to three senior judges 
against a speeding conviction 
on the A74 in 2007.

He had argued that the use 
of speed cameras had never 
been properly approved 
by parliament and that 
motorway speed limits were 
not lawful.

THE JACOBITE steam locomotive began its Fort William 
to Mallaig service on Monday.

A busy year is expected for the popular train after The 
Jacobite was voted the top railway journey in the world in a 
major travel magazine.

brings in 50,000 to 70,000 people from all over the world 
into Lochaber every year.

after house 
party assault 
TWO CORPACH men 

man who complained about 
excessive noise coming from 
a house party.

Scott Derek MacDonald, 
aged 19, of 3 Annat View, 
and Scott William Currie, 
aged 18, of 3 Montrose 
Mansions, admitted striking 
the man on December 7 last 
year at an address in Ardgour 
Road, Caol.

Procurator Fiscal Heather 
Swan said that the victim 
had gone to the house after 
hearing noise and chatter 
coming from a neighbouring 
house in the early hours of 
the morning.

Currie’s defence agent 
Hamish Melrose said: ‘He 
was standing in the hallway 
of the house when the 

in the door. Mr Currie was in 
the unfortunate position of 

admits that he punched him 
once.’

MacDonald’s defence 
agent Stephen Kennedy said: 
‘The impression he gained 
was that the complainer 
was about to assault his co-
accused and at that point he 
intervened.’

Sheriff Douglas Small 

Currie £200.

LOCHABER’S MP Charles Kennedy 
is to present a charity group with a 
lottery grant which will give retired 
people in the area the chance to learn 
computer skills.

Mr Kennedy will present the grant to 
the Lochaber group of the University 
of the Third Age (U3A) at the Nevis 
Centre, Fort William, on Thursday 
May 29.

The group, which was established in 
2006 and has around 50 members, has 
been given a grant of £3,800 to start up 
a computer study group. 

Lochaber U3A has around 50 
members and provides educational, 
creative and leisure opportunities for 
people no longer in employment. The 
U3A approach to learning is learning 
for pleasure: there are no assessments 

a sharing of experiences between 
members who want to socialise and 
learn together. 

The grant will be used to give 
individuals the chance to learn 
computer skills, enhance learning 
opportunities for study groups and 
provide better facilities at monthly 
meetings for visiting speakers.

Free ride on 
world cup 
bike course 
up for grabs

Computer student had 741 
indecent images of children

Plantation youngsters: at the heart of moves to brighten up their community. 

Plantation community blossoming

Fort man escapes 
jail after assault 
over beer can
A FORT William man narrowly escaped a jail sentence after 
admitting breaking another man’s nose in an assault.

Daniel Edmund Donoghue, aged 30, of The Willows, 
Achintore Road, Fort William, admitted assaulting two men 
on August 1 last year at Caledonian Court in the town.

Procurator Fiscal Heather Swan told Fort William Sheriff 
Court that Donoghue had ‘taken umbrage’ when a can of 
beer had fallen from a window ledge and hit him as he left 
a public house.

‘He believed that it had been deliberately thrown at him 

The court heard that one of the men had a broken nose and 
cut lip while the other had bruising to an eye.

Defence agent Stephen Kennedy said: ‘He was leaving the 
pub when a number of items were thrown. His mistake was 
to go and confront those who had thrown the objects.’

Donoghue was placed on probation for one year and 
ordered to carry out 180 hours of community service.

Sheriff Douglas Small said: ‘Were it not for the fact that 
you have virtually no previous convictions I would have 
given you a custodial sentence.’

Nursery assistant Lilian Cameron receives her bouquet at the opening.

Glenelg Primary School transformed

MOUNTAIN bike fans can 
get a piece of the action for 
themselves at one of the 
UK’s top sports events this 
summer by signing up to try 
out new bikes at the Nissan 
UCI Mountain Bike World 
Cup at Fort William on June 
6-7.

The ‘World Cup Bike Test’ 
is new for 2009 and gives 
fans and enthusiasts the 
chance to test the latest top 
of the range bikes on parts 
of the World Championship 
cross country course free 
of charge, in between the 
races.

Leading names, including 
Commencal, Genesis, KTM 
Industries, Santa Cruz and 
Trek are making a range 
of cutting edge models 
available for the test.

Fans keen to take up the 
challenge can ride a special 
test course, consisting of a 
shortened loop of just over 
4kms set over the World 
Championship trail.

Grant chance to learn computer skills
LOCHYSIDE RC Primary 
School will be auctioning a 
signed black and white photo 
on canvas of Celtic captain 
Billy MacNeill lifting the 
European cup in Lisbon in 
1967 on Nevis Radio on 
Thursday May 28 between 
9.15am and 10am as part of 
its school fete fund-raising.

patrons, Fergus Ewing MSP 
and paralympian Ritchie 
Collins.

The project aims to develop 
a long-term plan for all-
weather and indoor sports 
facilities for the area and to 
encourage more children to 
lead active lives.

New sports project launched

Steam train back on track

Football photo 
auction

A LOCHABER over 50s club celebrated Digital Unite Day 
by sending more than 100 e-mails over the web.

Surfers Club members linked up with each other by e-mail 
last Friday in four separate venues - Lochaber College, Fort 
William Library, Caol Lunch Club and Taigh na Sgoile, Roy 
Bridge. Following their link-up the surfers got together to 
meet with club supporter Councillor Eddie Hunter and to 
enjoy a tasty meal with Caol Lunch Club. 

Over 50s get emailing

A RAPID rise in the school roll at 
Glenelg Primary School over recent 
years has been rewarded with a major 
revamp of the school building.

An investment of £460,000 by 
Highland Council has transformed what 
was becoming a run down premises 

for the 21st century.
Glenelg is bucking the trend of sharply 

falling rolls elsewhere in Lochalsh. 
Under head teacher Catherine Quinn’s 
tutelage, pupil numbers at Glenelg have 

years ago to 46 now.  
Seven pupils will leave Glenelg for 

Portree High School in the summer, 
however, and only two will come in 

Quinn has known. Projections for pupil 
numbers nevertheless look healthy.  

Ms Quinn told The Oban Times the 
future looked bright and was delighted 
cramped conditions were a thing of 
the past. ‘The roll has gradually risen 
because a few young families moved in 

other young families have come home 
to Glenelg.’

She added: ‘The new school is 
absolutely fantastic. It’s as if we have 
been catapulted into the 21st century.’

The investment by The Highland 
Council’s education culture and sport 
committee sees a new extension and 
re-modelling of the school, providing 
three classrooms, a staff base, accessible 

a computer suite.
The dining hall no longer has to serve 

as nursery accommodation and the 
pupil toilets no longer have to double 
as a cloakroom. A ground-source heat 
pump, solar water collections and 
photo voltaic cells will sharply reduce 
energy costs. 

Lilian Cameron, who started in 1998, 
cut the ribbon at the opening ceremony 

councillor Isabelle Campbell said: ‘I 
am delighted that the pupils at Glenelg 
primary and their teachers can now 

to their school. The sustainability of the 
design and engineering will ensure that 

from the investment.’
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Graduations

Karen Cameron
GRADUATED with a 

BSc in Nursing from the 
University of Stirling. 
Karen was educated at 
Banavie primary and 

Lochaber high schools and 
is the daughter of Stanley 

and Agnes Cameron, 
Spean Bridge.

Siobhan Innes
GRADUATED from 
Glasgow Caledonian 

University with a Diploma 
of Higher Education in 
Nursing. Siobhan is the 
daughter of Lachie and 

Drive, Lochyside. She 
was educated at Caol 

primary and Lochaber 
high schools. Siobhan 
is currently working 

as a staff nurse at West 
Middlesex Hospital, 

London.

Kyle Lockhart 
GRADUATED from 

Cardonald College with an 
HND in Communications 

with Media. A former 

and Oban high schools, 
Kyle is the son of Maurice 
and Pamela and grandson 

and Violet and the late 
Louis Lockhart.

Innes
MacDonald-

Allan
GRADUATED from 

Glasgow University with 
BSc Honours in Zoology.  
Innes is a former pupil 
of Dairsie House and 

Hutchesons Grammar 
School, Glasgow. He is 
the grandson of Violet 
Henderson and the late 

Donald Henderson, 
Ganavan, Oban, and 

the late John and Mary 
MacDonald, Benderloch.

Iain McGarry
GRADUATED with a BA 

Honours in Philosophy 
from Stirling University. 
Iain is the son of Michael 

and Rae McGarry, 
Oban, and grandson of 

Jessie and the late Jackie 
MacCallum, Oban. Iain 

is a former pupil of 

Oban high schools.

Julie Donn
GRADUATED BA 

Honours in Equine Studies 
from Warwickshire 
College. Julie is the 

younger daughter of Ian 
and Anne and grand-
daughter of the late 

Johnny and Mary Donn 
and the late George and 

Johanna Hedges. Julie is a 

primary and Oban high 
schools. She is currently 
working as a freelance 

riding instructor.

Angus           
MacLean

GRADUATED from 
James Watt College, 

Greenock, with an HNC in 
Construction and Project 
Management. Angus is the 
nephew of Kay MacLeod-

Maclean and the late 
Arthur of Tobermory, Isle 
of Mull. Angus is a former 
pupil of Moorfoot primary 

and Oban and Gourock 
high schools. 

Diane        
McKiernan

GRADUATED MSc with 
Merit in Housing Studies 
from Glasgow University.

Lynsey Gray
GRADUATED from 

Glasgow Metropolitan 
College with an HND in 
Television Production.

Lynsey is the daughter of 
Jessie Gray and the late 

Robert Gray, Balemartin, 
and is also the grand-

daughter of Harry and 
Babs Rutter, formerly of 

Balemartin, Tiree.

Heather Clyne
GRADUATED Doctor 

of Philosophy at Napier 
University, Edinburgh. 
Heather is the daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Clyne, 

Lochailort, and a former 

primary and Lochaber 
high schools.

Helen          
McDowall

GRADUATED from 
Canterbury Christ 

Church University with a 
Dip HE in Adult Nursing. 
Helen is the daughter of 
Ellen and the late John 

Warnock, Tobermory, Isle 
of Mull.

Claire Jones
GRADUATED from 

Metropolitan College, 
Glasgow, with an HND in 
Hospitality Management. 
Claire is continuing her 
studies at the University 

of West of Scotland 
doing a degree in Event 

Management. She is 
the daughter of Chris 

Jones, Oban, and grand-
daughter of the late Bill 

and Chrissie Lander, 
Kentallen.

THREE hardy Skye architects completed 
a triathlon with a difference to raise money 
for Raasay Village Hall.

Mary-Arnold Forster, Neil Stephen and 
Lara Hinde from Dualchas Building Design 
ran four miles up Beinn na h-Iolaire at the 
north tip of Rassay, kayaked the length of 
Eilean Fladda, before cycling eight miles 
back from Arnish to the hall.

Mary Arnold-Forster said: ‘The new hall 
is a great resource for the island, but there 

‘The target is £15,000, and any support 
we can get is greatly appreciated.’

The community has put in a huge effort 
to raise the money to build the hall over 
the last few years, but the original builders 

the money to complete the hall had to be 
redoubled.

Community hall director Sadie MacLeod 
said: ‘We are very excited at having such 
a wonderful facility and it is already 
becoming a hub for community activity. 

‘We share Mary, Lara and Neil’s 

and hope that people with an island 
connection will be willing to give a 
donation, however small.’

Triathlon with a 
difference in aid 
of Raasay Hall

Lochaline
Your correspondent 
is: Alistair Scoular:
01967 421285

Morvern
Community
Council
THE LARGEST ever 
attendance at a Morvern 
Community Council meeting 
was recorded at the April 
meeting in Drimnin Village 
Hall.

It was attended by 40 
members of the public, 
Highland Council’s Fort 
William and Ardnamurchan 
ward manager Dot 
Ferguson; Strontian 
based PC Jim Boundy; 
Lochaber Community 
Care’s Meryvn James and 
the full complement of 10 
councillors.

Chairman Iain Thornber 
welcomed everyone and 
asked Meryvn James to 
detail what was involved 
in being a volunteer driver 
with the Scottish Ambulance 
Service’s Patient Ambulance 
Service, to provide a vital 
link in Morvern for taking 
suitable patients to and from 
various treatment centres.

He emphasised the 
importance of this service 
in Morvern where currently 
there are no volunteer 
drivers. Council member 
Brian Mullins, who lives 
in Drimnin, stated his 
willingness to be a driver.  

Other volunteers are still 
required for this service.
Drivers’ ‘out of pocket’ 
expenses and fuel costs 
are reimbursed. The key 
requirements in the scheme 
are a four-door car with a 

Postcode 
campaign
RETIRED hospital
consultant Dr Douglas Watt 
had produced a questionnaire 
for local distribution which 
he had compiled as the 
leader of the long-running 
campaign for the area to have 
its own postal code away 
from its present sharing of 
PA34 5** with Oban. 

He reiterated that because 
of this, there is much 
confusion with a variety 
of providers and countless 
cases have occurred of 
goods being delivered to 
‘Morvern Crescent, Oban’, 
and to ‘Morvern, Ganavan 
Road, Oban’. 

The questionnaire states: 
‘Your community council 
considers that the situation is 
now intolerable and wishes 
to seek your opinion on 
the appropriate course to 
pursue’. The questionnaire 

requires yes/no answers 
to: maintaining the present 
arrangement (PA34 5**); a 
separate delivery via Paisley 
and Oban (PA34 ***); or, a 
separate overland delivery 
(PH** ***) which if adopted 
by the postal authorities 
would have Perth as the mail 
centre-point and deliveries 
would arrive in Morvern via 
Ardgour.

Cairn work
IAIN Thornber then 
stated: ‘Those of you who 
have travelled down from 
Lochaline tonight will have 
noticed at the ‘Wishing Stone’ 
that a lot of work has been 
done there clearing away 
the undergrowth and a lot 
of cairns which were totally 
hidden by the bracken and 
brambles. David Robertson, 
Forestry Commission, has 
been instrumental in getting 
that site cleared.’ 

David Robertson, also a 
community council member, 
gave a brief outline of what 
work had been done so far.   

Councillor Alistair Sinclair 
then gave a brief historical 
account of why the cairns 
had originally been erected: 
‘The reason for these cairns 
was because in the old 
days when someone from 
Drimnin was on their way to 
be buried in Lochaline, that 
was a resting point. There 
would be refreshments, then 
stones would be carried up 
from the beach to make a 
cairn on the Lochaline side 
of the ‘Wishing Stone’, and 
vice versa when the funeral 
was coming from Lochaline 
to Drimnin. Quite a lot of 
people do not realise the 

While the ‘Wishing Stones’ 
itself is one of Morvern’s 
many iconic landmarks, 
the neighbouring re-erected 
cairns will be a further 
indication of one of the area’s 
centuries old customs.

Road
VARIOUS points about the 
B849 Drimnin to Lochaline 
road were raised including 

the lack of passing place 
marker signs - ongoing since 
1999 - damage to the parapet 
wall at Killundine Bridge, 
deer on the road in the 
Achbeg area, and the need 
for a 30mph speed limit from 
a point starting from a point 
about a quarter of a mile 
south east of Drimnin Post 

fully endorsed by Constable 
Boundy.  

Also raised was the 
problem caused by timber 
lorries travelling in convoy 
from Morvern to join the 
single carriageway A861 
at Carnoch Bridge and 

behind them while still on 
the A884.  The chairman 
said: ‘It seems there is 
planning available to extend 
some of the lay-bys because 

drivers to get off the road and 
the Forestry Commission 
and the Highland Council 
are going to be looking at 
this to see if they can put in 
larger lay-bys on the way.’

Around the 
Rurals
Appin
THE APPIN branch of the  
Scottish Women’s Rural 
Institute (SWRI) held its 
annual general meeting and 
Tartan Ball on Thursday 
April 23 in Port Appin Hall. 

Business was dealt with 

Jessie MacKenzie, took the 
opportunity to congratulate 
the drama club on its 
appearances at the North 
Lorn and Lorn drama 
festivals.

On display was the cup 
awarded to the drama club at 
the North Lorn Festival.

When the business was 
completed, drinks were 
served and the fun began. 

Everyone enjoyed ‘Guess 
the Tartan’ and ‘Pass the 
Haggis’ and after that they 

or two.
An unexpected treat was the 

great songs sung by special 
guest Kirsty MacLaren. 
Kirsty’s daughter Laura also 
sang for members.

After the members had 
tucked into pie and peas,  
president Margaret Ross, 
thanked the tellers for the 
evening, Christine King and 
Betty Jackson.

The prizes for the 
best costumes went to 
Shirley Dunlop and Jessie 
Mackenzie.

At the close of the evening, 
trophies for the most points 
won during the season 
were presented as follows: 
H a n d i c r a f t s  W i n n e r , 
Doreen Evans; runner 
up  Brenda MacLeod.
Housewives winner,  Ellen 
MacCorquodale; runner 
up Margaret Massey.

The president ended by 
thanking the committee for 
their help during the year.

The committee for the 
2009/2010 session is: 
president, Margaret Ross; 
members, Ann Calvert, Helen 
Downie, Debbie Dunlop, 
Doreen Evans, Alison 
MacCorquodale, Catriona 
MacKenzie, Linda MacLeod 
and Agnes Thomson. 

Oban
AT A RECENT meeting 
of the Oban branch of the 
SWRI, Margaret Devine 
gave a demonstration of card 
making.

Members then chose from 
the wide variety of materials 
provided by Margaret to 
make cards to be sold for 
funds for Marie Curie.

Competitions: Welcome 
Home Card, Christine 
MacKillop and Margaret 
Devine – Gold.

Peg Bag: Margaret Devine, 
- Gold.

Welcome aboard Paddle Steamer WAVERLEY in 2009 
& Sail back in time on one of the World’s greatest 

funnels, timber decks, gleaming varnish & brass!  See 

SKYE • INVERIE
SATURDAY MAY 30 Leave 12noon back 7.30pm
Steam past Ardnamurchan Point with views of the Lighthouse & 

£19 Or stay aboard for the spectacular cruise on Loch Nevis to the 

ISLE OF TIREE
MONDAY JUNE 1 Leave 12noon back 5.45pm

MULL • SKYE • INVERIE
SATURDAY MAY 30 Leave 10am back 9.30pm
Welcome aboard Waverley - sailing from Oban in 2009!  
Steam through the Sound of Mull & visit Tobermory £19.95 

Lighthouse & the Small Isles of Muck, Eigg & Rum. View 

Or stay aboard for the spectacular cruise on Loch Nevis to the 

SUNRISE CRUISE 
SUNDAY MAY 31 Leave 7am back 12.15pm
Spectacular early morning cruise sailing the peaceful waters 

FOUR LOCHS & A WHIRLPOOL
SUNDAY MAY 31 Leave 12.15pm back 5.30pm
Sail past the Isles of the Sea and cruise the four Lochs of 

EVENING SHOWBOAT 
SUNDAY MAY 31 Leave 5.30pm back 10pm
The band plays traditional Scottish music on this stunning 

ISLE OF TIREE
MONDAY JUNE 1 Leave 10am back 7.30pm

MULL OF KINTYRE via CORRYVRECKAN
TUESDAY JUNE 2 Leave 9am back 9.30pm

Whirlpool - view the islands of Jura, Islay & Gigha as you sail round 

CHILDREN: HALF FARE Under 5 FREE

Find out More & Book Online: www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk

from OBAN - North Pier

DON’T MISS your trip aboard the famous Paddle Steamer 
WAVERLEY 

4 DAYS 
ONLY!

Gift Aid it! 

BE SURE OF YOUR TICKETS
Tel: 0845 130 4647

You can also buy tickets from

Or Buy Your Tickets On Board When You Sail

Onboard: STEAM ENGINES•RESTAURANT•LOUNGES

from TOBERMORY Pier - Mull

TWO MID Argyll nature reserves have 
received new juniper and oak trees thanks 
to a small grant.

The Scottish Tree Trust, which owns two 
sites on the Craignish peninsula, received 
£50 from Community Service Volunteers, 
sponsored by Morrisons, to buy the trees and 
they were planted last month by volunteers 
from the charity. 

Greer Hart, president of the trust, said: ‘For 
the past several years, small groups like this 
have been planting juniper to help restore 
this important scarce species.’ 

He added: ‘The Craignish peninsula is 

The reserves are also home to otters, red 
squirrels and pine martens.

Ian Carslaw and family from the Scottish Tree Trust plant juniper bushes on the 
Craignish peninsula. 

New juniper and oak trees 
for Craignish peninsula
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AN OBAN man found in 
possession of cocaine has 
had his sentence deferred for 
a third time for him to be of 
good behaviour. 

Alexander Morris, aged 20, 
of 4E Scalpay Terrace, was 
found with three wraps of 
cocaine worth £120 on April 
27, 2007. On October 19 that 
year, police discovered 1.3 
grammes of the drug after 
searching him on McCaig’s 
Road.

At Oban Sheriff Court last 
week, Sheriff Douglas Small 
said reports on Morris’s 
progress since his last court 
appearance were pleasing. 
He deferred sentence until 
November 10, ‘just to make 
sure he has broken his habit 
of taking illegal drugs’.

Sentence
deferred
over drug

A FORMER astronaut 
who is involved with the 
Scottish Space School 
attended by teenagers from 
Argyll and Bute has been 
honoured by the University 
of Strathclyde.

Bill McArthur, a former 
colonel in the US army and  
an astronaut with four spaces 
missions under his belt, was 
awarded an honorary degree 
at a recent ceremony.

Highlands and Islands 
MSP Jamie McGrigor has 
put forward a motion in 
the Scottish parliament 
congratulating Mr McArthur, 
who has roots in Argyll, him 
on his award.

Honour for
astronaut

WITHIN a generation, Argyll 
could stop burying rubbish 

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
waste chief believes the 
region will beat ambitious 
Scottish targets to increase 
recycling and composting 
rates.

But the collapse of the 
market for recyclable 
materials has postponed a 
planned roll-out of extra 
collections to homes in Lorn, 
Mid Argyll and Kintyre.

Each full bin lorry sent 

council more than £600 
in taxes and maintenance. 
Andy Law, director of 
operational services, said: 
‘There is the green equation, 
and the economic equation 
is even stronger as the cost 

other ways of dealing with 
rubbish, he added, is vital 
for the region’s economy as 
well as its environment.

Already 38 percent of 
household waste across 
the council area is diverted 

higher on Islay and Jura. The 
Scottish government has 
challenged local authorities 

cent by 2025. 
The council’s contractor, 

Shanks, collects paper and 

card from homes in mainland 
Argyll. But residents will 
have to wait for doorstep 
pick-ups of plastic bottles and 
tin cans, which could have 
been introduced this year. 
Plans to expand doorstep 
recycling were dropped at an 
early stage as the recession 
forced prices down.

However, the council is 
introducing a new recycling 
regime on Mull and Iona 
this month and has plans to 
increase rates on Islay and 
Jura.

Mr Law said: ‘We do that 
even with the travel distances 
being just about as torturous 
as anywhere in Scotland. We 
do it because we do not want 

green, but because there is 
a real economic imperative 
not to.’ 

He added that despite 
the fall in prices for glass, 
paper, plastic and metals, 
the council has avoided the 
stockpiling to which some 
local authorities have been 
driven.

The council is undertaking 
a review of its waste strategy 
this summer. Mr Law is 
optimistic: ‘The alternative 

daft. Over the next ten years, 
we will be recycling far more 

Report by CHRISTINE McCARTNEY

Rubbish
news is
good
news

ALMOST 2,000 volunteers 
took part in Keep Scotland 
Beautiful’s national spring 
clean in Argyll and Bute.

Litter was cleared from 
business districts, open 
spaces, parks and residential 
areas last month by 37 
different groups of volunteers 
across the area.

The increase in volunteers, 
wearing yellow tabards and 
litter pickers, was welcomed 
by Keep Scotland Beautiful 
as a sign that people do want 
to make a difference in their 
surroundings.

Spring clean
success

Canoe
challenge
LOCHABER canoeists are 
being asked to help paddle 
the world’s largest ocean-
giong canoe when it enters 
Loch Linnhe next Tuesday

Canoeist Chris Cooper will 
have four spaces available in 
his 42-foot long Montreal 
canoe Sprit Dancer on the 
Lochaber leg of his 4,000km 
journey by sea around the 
British Isles coastline.

Chris will stay in Fort 
William until June 1, when 
he sets off Gairloch. He 
hopes to reach Orkney by 
June 28.

Any readers interested in 
joining Chris can contact 
John Johnson 0777 594 
2545 or Chris himself on 
07503997433.

‘Fantastic
business
opportunity’

OUTDOOR Capital of the 
UK (OCUK) is asking the 
public to submit images for 

which will direct visitors to 
a variety of walks around 
Lochaber.

have some link to the past or 
Homecoming, whether it be 
industrial, military, clans or 
social history.  

OCUK is especially 
looking for pictures of Castle 
Tioram, Laggan Locks, 
Blackwater Reservoir, 
Inverlochy Castle, the Old 
Fort and Signal Rock. Any 
images used will be credited. 
Anyone who feels they can 
help can contact Teresa 
on 705765 or teresa@
outdoorcapital.co.uk

Picture
request

Head chef

LOCHABER Geopark 
will welcome the chairman 
and a group of committee 
members of the International 
Appalachian Trail - North 
American Chapter to Fort 
William on June 3.

The US delegation are 
coming to Scotland as part 
of a trailblazing tour of 
the country to promote the 
idea of an extension to the 
Appalachian Trail through 
Northern Ireland, Scotland 
and beyond.

The group will present 
their thoughts at an open 
public meeting, hosted by 
Lochaber Geopark, in Fort 
William council chambers 
at 7.30pm. The event will a 
‘fantastic opportunity’ for 
Lochaber businesses, say 
organisers.

FRIENDS of Oban Hospice member 
came to The Oban Times

£800.
The group is the fundraising arm 

of Oban Hospice and is continuously 
running charity events. 

It recently took in £8,000 at its 

charity shop in George Street, beside 
Rogerson’s Footwear. Oban Times
employees Vanda MacDonald and 
Laura McCracken were on hand to 
choose the 14 names that have won a 
seaplane trip to Glasgow, a meal for 
two, a round of golf and a car MOT 
among other prizes.

Oban Times 

THE Oban Times would like 
to point out that Leonard 
Kivuvwa, described in a 
story last week as ‘pizza 
maker’, is in fact head chef 
at the Piazza restaurant in 
Oban.

OBAN Allotment 
Association has issued an 
appeal to local landowners 
for a site to meet the demand 
from budding vegetable 
growers in the town. 

A potential site on waste 
ground at Burnside Place 
hit the buffers after the 
landowners postponed their 
decision until next month. 
Meanwhile, local residents 
who had heard about the 
proposal attended the 

general meeting last week to 

raise their concerns. 
Martine Law said: ‘I see it 

causing a bit of chaos.’ She 
said she supported the move 
for allotments in Oban but 
questioned whether the quiet 
cul-de-sac was the best place 
for them.

She added the ground may 
not be suited to growing 
vegetables. ‘This land is just 
unreal in winter, the ground 

going to dig it, is that going 
to affect my garden, is it 

Neighbours also asked 
questions about parking and 

were worried that sheds 
would attract break-ins. 

Acting chairman Adam 
Hughes said putting 
allotments in place against 
the wish of those living next 
door would be against the 
spirit of the association: ‘If 
the land gets the go ahead it 
would be really important to 
talk to you and say where do 
you want to go and work at 
it together.’ 

Others members of the 
association were worried 
the site was too small and 
wet for allotments. They 
asked the new committee, 
under chairwoman Suzanne 
Dyson, to explore other land 
options, even if the cost may 
be higher. 

The meeting also agreed 
to allocate alloments initially 

to ask for a subscription 
from those who had signed 
up so far.

Plot thickens over allotments POLICE are investigating 
circumstances surrounding 
an assault in the Soroba 
area of Oban last Saturday 
afternoon.

A police helicopter was 
in attendance following the 
incident.

Assault in
Soroba

A LEAFLET alerting 
families in Oban to where to 
feed babies and toddlers has 
been reprinted.

Lorn Toy Cupboard 

to alert mothers where they 
can breastfeed, get children’s 
meals and whether or not 
there is access for prams.

Copies of the Oban Baby 
and Toddler Family Friendly 
Guide can be picked up 
in the tourist information 
centre, Atlantis Leisure and 
various shops.

ARGYLL and Bute MP Alan Reid has 
been unsuccessful in trying to persuade 
the government to let parliament vote on 
compensation for Equitable Life policy 
holders.

Mr Reid raised the issue at Business 
Questions in the House of Commons last 
week.

Equitable Life was forced to close to 
new business in 2000 after being unable to 
pay guaranteed annuities.

A report by the parliamentary ombudsman 
criticised government inaction on the 
troubled mutual insurer.

Equitable Life bid

TWO blood donor sessions held in 
Oban’s Corran Halls last weekend 
had a fantastic turnout, according 
to the National Blood Transfusion 
Service.

A spokeswoman said 319 people 

went along to give blood. Particularly 

donors.  She added: ‘It was fantastic, 

the roof.’ The next visit is scheduled 
for August 12 and 13. 

A REWARD of £500 has been put up 
for the return of a gold ring lost over 
a holiday weekend in Oban.

The ring belonging to David Ross 
of Glasgow has huge sentimental 
value as it was made from the 
wedding rings of his parents.

Golfer Mr Ross, aged 58, explained: 
‘I wish I knew where the ring is. I 
am so upset about losing it. I was in 
Oban for the weekend with friends 
and I became aware it was missing 
on Saturday night.

‘The ring is unique because it is 

made from the gold from my parents’ 
wedding rings and my mother’s 
engagement ring. It is a plain gold 
band with a solitaire diamond 
embedded in it.

‘I am so sad to lose it because of 
the sentimental value.’

Mr Ross stayed in the Great 
Western Hotel between April 24-
26, visited a number of pubs in the 
town and played golf at Glencruitten. 
Anyone with information about the 
ring or its whereabouts should call 
Mr Ross on 0141 770 7420.

£500 reward for unique gold ring

Oban response is shot in the arm 
for blood transfusion service

www.blue-property.co.uk/taynuilt

Scotland's 1st 
Eco Development
Open Days - 29th, 30th, 31st May
12 noon to 4pm
Walk though tours of first 
partially completed house
Spacious open plan living

Stop by and see proven European 
construction of a German Passive 
House.

Our Bluehaus™ build method can 
dramatically reduce your total energy 
bills as well as providing an allergy free 
home.Our team will be available for 
any technical or sales advice.

This is a unique development of 5 
houses incorporating 4 bedrooms with 
flexible internal layout to suit individual 
needs. We have two left for sale priced 
from £249,995. with a good sized 
garden.

Blue Property will also design and build 
to your own requirements.

t: 01738 788 199
m: 07885267981

w: www.blue-property.co.uk
e: enquiries@blue-property.co.uk
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WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.
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Islay Letter
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& West Highland Times
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Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

Fèis Ìle 2009
FÈIS Ìle 2009, the island’s annual 
festival of music and malt, begins on 
Saturday and it is expected almost 
7,000 visitors will join in the week 
long festivities.

There is plenty on offer to tempt them, 
ranging from distillery-based activities 
to clootie dumpling entertainment, 
whisky tasting and evenings of Gaelic 
song and traditional music.

Each distillery makes a telling 
contribution to the fèis and among this 
year’s innovations is the homecoming 
parade of voluntary and civil services 
personnel along with local youth 
organisations. This will culminate with 
an open-air ceilidh, chaired by Lord 
Robertson of Port Ellen, at Morrison 
Square in Bowmore. Islay Visual Arts 
Group is mounting a festival themed 
exhibition in Ionad Chaluim Chille Ile, 
the Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds is to host a Black Grouse walk 
at its Loch Gruinart reserve and among 
local groups much in evidence will be 
the Accordion and Fiddle Band, the 
Isle of Islay Black Bottle Pipe Band, 
Coisir Ghaidhlig Ile and the Maverick 
Angels. Visiting musicians will include 
‘The Last Tram to Auchenshuggle’, 
the ‘Howff Band’ and Skerryvore. 
Fèis Ìle was established in 1986 and 
has gone from strength to strength. 
Local distilleries became involved 
nine years ago as did the distillery on 
neighbouring Jura. This led to a higher 

festival’s unique characteristics.

Local Mod
LAST year’s local Mod was considered 
to be the best in 20 years and the 2009 
event, to be held in the island high 
school on Saturday June 6, looks set to 
be no exception.

Increased entries in both junior and 
senior sections have delighted the 
organisers and among the competitors 
will be a contingent from the Isle of 
Mull. Winners will be strutting their 
stuff in the high school’s assembly hall 
at the Mod concert on the same evening 
at 7.30pm.

Peer’s pictures
LORD Robertson of Port Ellen is a 
skilled and imaginative photographer 
as his collection of Islay and Jura 
photographs, published in 2006, 
attests.

The Port Ellen-born peer and former 
NATO Secretary General is among 
the eight winners in the annual 
parliamentary photograph competition 
whose works are currently on display 
in the House of Commons.

The competition attracted more than 
600 entries from 57 members from 
both chambers of the Parliament. Well 
done George!

Bank staff relay
TEN MEMBERS of staff from the 
Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS) branch 
at Bowmore are taking part in a 
sponsored relay on Sunday May 24.

They will be walking, running 
and cycling from Port Ellen to 

Portnahaven and, if weather permits, 
Mairi MacArthur plans to water ski 
from Bowmore across Lochindaal to 
Blackrock.

Funds raised are in memory of the 
late Mary MacIndeor and will be used 
by local community nurses to buy 
equipment for disabled residents on the 
island.

In addition to the funds raised by 
sponsorship, the participants will 
also receive an award from the RBS 
Community Cashback programme.

Sponsorship forms are available from 
the Bowmore RBS branch.

Birthday boys
GUESTS from Oban and Bute were 
among those celebrating the 50th 
birthday of solicitor and Bowmore 
resident Neil Woodrow at a barbecue 
and party in the Bowmore Hotel on 
May 9. 

A good time was had by all and the 
enjoyment was greatly enhanced by the 
toe-tapping contribution from Gunna
Sound.

There were more birthday 
celebrations in the Bowmore Hotel 
last weekend when Argyll and Bute 
Council employee Duncan (Blondie) 
MacKenzie marked his 60th birthday 
at a special evening organised by his 
family and attended by a large group 
of friends. 

Everyone wishes the ‘birthday boys’ 
many happy returns. Slainte!
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay, PA43 7JX. Tel: 
01496 810658.

Tobermory 
public toilets
Sir,
Having two small children 
who are Balamory fans, we 
recently stayed in Tobermory, 
Isle of Mull. 

On the attractive main 
street, one of the children 
said they needed the toilet 
so we headed for the ones 
we could see. On the door 
was a notice saying ‘Closed. 
Toilets are available at the 
Ledaig car park’. This means 
nothing to a visitor, but a 
local directed us.

Did no-one think a sketch 
map might have helped?

On reaching the car park, 
there are no signs for toilets, 
but again a local directed us 
to the harbour building. The 
toilets have 20p turnstiles, 
so there we were, with no 
change and two children, 
one about to burst. The only 
solution, I am afraid, was to 
hop over the barrier.

I gather from locals the 
council has closed the toilets 
as a cost-cutting measure. 
Not very welcoming to 
us visitors, who must be 
the mainstay of the local 
economy.
Helen Wallhead, Lincoln. 

High school 
uniform
Sir,
Like many other parents I 
have spoken to, I was shocked 

Annemarie MacLachlan of Inverlochy, Fort William, reads her Oban Times on the island of Samet in Thailand. 
Annemarie’s husband organised the stay as a treat for the couple’s 28th wedding anniversary. We would like 
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Reading The Oban Times in Thailand

at the head teacher’s decision 
to change the school uniform 
at Oban High School. 

In the present economic 
climate it shows a complete 
disregard for the majority 
of parents. The very low 
response to the survey online 
should have resulted in the 
status quo remaining. Only 
569 responses were received 
and less than a third of those 
from parents. What sort of 
mandate for change is that? 

Despite what Mrs Brunton 
says I did not receive a text 
about this issue and would 
not agree it was ‘promoted 
heavily’. To me ‘promoted 
heavily’ would be actively 
consulting all parents by 
sending a questionnaire 
home. The bottom line is 
that only 179 parents views 
were expressed and certainly 
not all all of them voted for 
change back to the Victorian 
days of shirts and ties. 

We have a perfectly good 
uniform at present. There 
was no need for change and 
certainly no proper mandate 
for change. 

I would urge the school 
to rethink and consult all 
parents. If not I would urge 
all parents who do not wish 
to fork out for new uniforms 
to continue to send their 
children to school wearing 
their present uniforms as 

purpose.
Are we going to see 

Mr Bain sending pupils 
home for wearing what 

is a perfectly presentable 
uniform? There is much that 
can be improved in Oban 
High School and I would 
suggest Mr Bain and Mrs 
Brunton concentrate their 
efforts elsewhere instead of 
forcing an unwanted change 
on parents and pupils.
Mary MacDonald, Oban.                 

Shinty
concerns
Sir,
Am I alone in feeling shinty 
is now being run for the 

and not for the good of the 
game and certainly not to 
support the teams?

Recent developments, 
like the requirement to play 
matches at the away team’s 

becomes unplayable on the 
day of the match, result in 
sudden, expensive and time-
consuming journeys having 
to be hastily arranged. Does 

from the bureaucrats who 
seem to have to obey the 

Another sudden 
‘improvement’ saw Kyles 
and Newtonmore having to 
take a Camanachd Cup tie to 

As a former Kyles player I 
feel that Newtonmore, or any 
team, having drawn after 90 
minutes, deserved a replay at 
home. The Camanachd Cup 
has always been the premier 
competition for all players 

and I think these changes 
have devalued it. Are these 
developments meeting the 
needs of the clubs, their 
supporters and of the game 
in general? I doubt it.
John A Paterson, Kirn. 

Saltire joy
Sir,
It is a joy to note that 

Argyll and Bute Council 

For the rest of this year 
of ‘Homecoming’ visitors 
and tourists to this lovely 
country, and its residents, 

welcome from the 11 council 

Bill McCondichie, Argyll. 

Dane’s delight
Sir, 
Six years ago we retired 
from Denmark to Oban and 

Square.
Since then I have been 

asking what it would take 

but no answers. Then, 
six months after moving 
to Dumbarton, during a 
return visit to Oban, I saw 

country, waving in the wind. 
Could someone explain 
why? I will visit as often as 
possible and look forward 

again.
Carl Ravn, by email.

What’s next?
THE PUBLIC has indicated 
that it has had enough of the 
moral if not legal morass 
that is the Green Book rules 
on MPs’ expenses.  

Keeping pace with the 
weary public, the only paper 
to continue to give their 
readers eight, nine or ten 
pages daily is that which 
broke the story and added 
thousands to its circulation 
- but for how long?

The ordinary guy in the 
street has got tired of having 

of expenses and in some 
cases down right fraudulent 
acquisition of cash by openly 
claiming for mortgage 
payments for a mortgage 
that had already been paid.  

This raises the question: 
was this an attempted fraud?  

If so, is there to be a criminal 
charge which, if found 
proven, could leave a judge 
to pass a jail sentence?

The consequence being 
that the miscreant will 
automatically lose the 
right to sit in the House of 
Commons.

The trouble is who decides 
that it was a genuine oversight 
rather than a blatant attempt 

The latter is the crux of the 
situation as so many of the 
matters that have come to 
light are not actually illegal 
according to this famous 
Green Book.

However, no-one has 
enlightened us as to who 
compiled this famous licence 
to print money and who 
instructed it.

Was it designed to slip 
through parliamentary 
scrutiny?

Was it a sop to backbenchers 
who didn’t get a pay award, 
which was recommended by 
the independent Pay Review 
Board?

Did those who agreed to its 
implementation not realise 
that where a system is so 
weak as far as inspection 
is concerned that a goodly 
number of those who have 
achieved MP status would 
take advantage of it. 

British politicians are, 
when compared with those 
from many other developed 
countries, poorly paid.

Some would see this 
generous and liberal 
allowances system as a 
back-handed way of giving 
extra cash.

When the initial decision of 

it very often gave way.  The 
system since 2003 has been 
regarded as little more than a 
spare ‘slush’ fund that could 
be tapped into whenever 
MPs ran short of ‘readies’.

One thing is certain, the 
‘dripping roast’ era is no 
longer on the menu. 

But who is to devise a 
foolproof system to replace 
it?

Throwing
food away
FOR SOME time now, the 
environmental lobby has 
been telling us that we are 
very careless about what 
food we buy, consume or put 
in the bucket.

I’ll admit that I don’t 
always use up what is in the 
fridge by the prescribed date 
and end up having to dump 
it.

Many of us lead such 
frenetic lives that, while 
we may have sworn to 
ourselves that we won’t buy 
anything in the supermarket, 

butcher, greengrocer or 
dairy that we are not going 
to use in the next day or two, 

we had planned to eat is to 
be replaced by having meals 
out, snatched sandwiches as 
deadlines approach and even 
a decision to skip a meal to 
lose weight - something that 
is not recommended by the 
medical profession.

However, an Argyll and 
Bute Council media release 
last week stopped me in my 
tracks.

It tells me that ‘householders 
in Helensburgh and Lomond 
have made a big impression 

of food waste recycling.  
Residents collected more 
than 62 tonnes of food waste 

the new service began’.
The European Union used 

to have butter mountains 
and wine lakes but never 
anything as gigantic as what 
the burghers of Helensburgh 
and Lomond wasted in just 
four weeks.

When the service starts 
in Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
these stark facts should make 
us all think twice about what 
we buy initially and how we 
should ensure that we use it, 
not throw it away.

‘Call
Yourself           
a Scot’
THIS new book by Kathleen 
MacPhee is a little treasure 
of historical fact, interesting 
but never dull.

It starts in the third 
millennium BC and takes us 
in 19 chapters and 154 pages 
right up to present day.  

It is not just a recitation of 
dry as dust historical fact but 
is written in such a style that 
the readers, seeking their 
origins, are stimulated to 
read the next chapter to see 
how they become Scots who 
originally came from Ireland 
to the South of Scotland.

The Highlander, always 
seemed destined to be on 
the losing side when it came 
to protecting their person, 
their land and their life, is 
still with us and facing an 
easier time than they have 
done in earlier centuries but 
never the less they are very 
dispersed.

In this Year of Homecoming 
we are made very much aware 
of the worldwide family of 
Scots and particularly the 
Highlander, still proud of 
their Celtic ancestry.  

For all who want to get 
an overall picture of what 
constitutes a Scot, Kathleen 
MacPhee has given us a 
great guide to who we are.

Homecoming
St Columba
IT LOOKS as if there is going 
to be much Homecoming 
involving Gaels this year 
and if the recent concert 
organised by St Columba 
Church, Glasgow, is a 
yardstick, in addition to 
those previously mentioned 
in this column, the listening 
public are going to be well 
catered for.

The organisation of any 
concert involves much 
decision making if success 
is to be assured and the 
committee at St Columba 
can be well pleased with 
their efforts. For a start the 
sanctuary of the church, 
which can hold 1,000 people, 

variety of the programme. 
This concert certainly had it 

all from when it was opened 
by piper Donald Campbell, 
association piper of the 
Glasgow Tiree Association, 
amongst other accolades. 
I suppose it could almost 
be described as a ‘Gillies’ 
night with both Anne Lorne 
and Alasdair in attendance 
and showing they have lost 
none of the skills which have 
endeared them to audiences 
home and abroad over many 
years.

A pleasing feature was that 
all the artistes took on board 
the theme of Homecoming 
in their choice of material. 
We had happy homecoming, 
sad homecoming and 
homecoming associated 
with war, just to name a few. 
There was the opportunity 
for the audience to join 
in singing the chorus and 
there was even community 
singing as both Anne and 
Alasdair sang in both Gaelic 
and English during their two 
individual spots. 

Probably less well-known 
to the audience, Timothy 
Peacock, a former pupil 
of Jordanhill School and 
currently a student at 
Glasgow University, sang in 
both Italian and English. For 
those, like myself, who were 

time, it was a performance to 
savour. 

An ensemble from the 
Caledonian Fiddle Orchestra, 
under the baton of Kenneth 
McLean, ensured that the 
feet were kept tapping - at 
least as much as allowed in 
a church sanctuary - as they 
played a variety of waltzes, 
marches, jigs and reels. 

A particular disappointment 
was the non appearance 
of Coisir Sgoil Ghaidhlig 
Ghlaschu and so it was left to 
the senior choirs to provide 
the choral input to the 
concert. It was appropriate 
that choral music should be 
represented as St Columba 
Church had a choir, for both 
church and secular music, 
since the 1870s and although 
no longer in existence the 
senior choirs in the city all 
have close connections with 
the congregation. The choirs, 
conducted by Kirsteen 
Grant, sang four items and 
then brought the evening to 
a close with the traditional 
singing of Psalm 65 to the 
tune French.

A feast of music indeed 
for everyone involved and 
they were ably assisted by 
accompanists Alan Kitchen 
and Alison MacInnes. Each 
of the solo artistes provided 
the opportunity for Alan and 
Alison to showcase their 
skills, much to the delight of 
the audience.

The meticulous 
organisation of the concert 

chairman, John Carmichael, 
a Gaelic broadcaster for 
many years and well-known 
to everyone in attendance. 

perfection, interspersing 
his introductions with great 
humour and was a huge 
contributing factor in the 
success of the event. 

Prior to the singing of 
French, Tilly MacMillan 
gave a comprehensive vote of 
thanks to everyone involved 
in organising this evening of 
high quality entertainment. 

In his introduction to the 
concert, the Rev Donald 
Michael MacInnes intimated 
that church member Mae 
Woodward had died and 
requested that a minute’s 
silence be observed. I am 
sure those present will wish 
to join with me in extending 
our sympathy to her husband 
Ian and the extended family 
at this sad time. 

Diary dates
Thursday May 21: Bearsden 
Highlander’s Association 
AGM, Kessington Halls, 
7.30pm.
Saturday May 23:
Lau, Tolbooth, Stirling, 
8pm. Edinburgh Argyll 
Association ceilidh, St 
John’s Episcopal Church 
Hall, 7.30pm.
Sunday May 24: Eddi 
Reader, City Halls, 7.30pm.
Tuesday May 26: Tannahill 
Weavers, Perth Theatre.
Wednesday May 27: Maggie 
MacInnes in Concert, 
City Halls Recital Room, 
8pm. Paisley and District 
Highlander’s Association 
AGM, Elderslie Village 
Hall, 7.30pm.
Thursday May 28:  Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association 
AGM, Lourdes Secondary 
School, 7.30pm.
Friday May 29: Piping 
Times Trophy, College of 
Piping, 7.30pm. Douglas 
Campbell v John Patrick. 
Helensburgh and District 
Highlander’s Association 
AGM/ceilidh dance, 
Commodore Hotel.
Saturday May 30:
Ceol’s Craic, Centre for 
the Contemporary Arts, 
Sauchiehall Street, 8pm. 
Na Caimbeulaich. Royal 
Scottish National Orchestra 
Scottish Prom with Dougie 
MacLean and House of 
Edgar Shotts and Dykehead 
Pipe Band, 7.30pm.

Pub scene
PNEUMATIC Drills will 
play in the Islay Inn on 
Friday with Norrie MacIver 
on Saturday while in the 
Park Bar it will be Monach 
Isles on Friday, Ballochmyle 
on Saturday and Stuart 
Cameron/Martin Pottinger 
on Sunday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Sir,
My grandfather Jack McPhee from Dunedin, New Zealand, 
visited Glencoe and Oban on or about September 29 1931.

A notebook of his records him contacting The Oban Times
as he had worked on The Otago Daily Times in Dunedin.

visit? Thank you.
Robin McPhee, 3 Irwell Street, Island Bay, Wellington 
6023, New Zealand.

Does anyone remember visit?

Nothing out of ten for teacher
WITH the scandal of MP’s expenses reverberating around 
the country now is perhaps not the best time to be caught 
diddling the public purse.

And let there be no mistake, that is exactly what teachers 
who access social websites during classtime are doing.

Not only are these people defrauding their employers, 
the local authorities, and ultimately the taxpayer, but most 
importantly they are depriving young people of opportunities 

the modern labour market.
They should be made to stay behind after class.
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Easdale Island changes 
hands
PLANS for 72 cottages, a bar and a res-
taurant on Easdale Island seem in doubt 
following the purchase of the island 
this week. 

The new owner, Mr Christopher Ni-
cholson, aged 31, from Leamington 
Spa, Warwickshire, indicated yesterday 

and that his early plans included estab-
lishing an industrial museum based on 
the slate industry and the improvement 
of the harbour facilities. 

He said he would develop the island 
for tourism with particular emphasis on 
the boating side – he is in shipping at 
present – but even in the long term was 
not planning to get to the full extent of 
establishing the 72 cottages for which 
planning permission exists. 

£2m theatre idea 
approved 
THE education committee of Western 
Isles Council has approved in principle 
the concept of a £2m cultural centre at 

Stornoway. One of the most imagina-
tive and exciting developments to come 
before the committee, it will include a 
theatre, large foyer, public library, mu-
seum, art gallery, a multi-use auditorium 
and broadcasting facilities. 

The centre, to be known as An Carn, 
will be incorporated in the re-develop-
ment of Stornoway Town Hall, with an 
extension in the adjacent area known as 
Carn House Gardens. 

If the project receives complete ap-
proval by July, it could be completed by 

development, the plans and models on 
cultural centre will be publicly exhib-
ited during the summer. 

Taynuilt presses for 
new school 
TAYNUILT parents are this week lead-
ing the call for a new school. 

A petition which is receiving ready 
support draws attention to shortcom-
ings in the present building, the costs of 
patchwork repairs and calls for a new 
school which will also serve the public 
outwith school hours. 

A new school has been planned since 
the late 1960s and in June 1976, parents 
were told that it was hoped to start work 

ing has happened. 
Taynuilt has a roll of 107 and was 

recently closed for two days when the 
sewerage system failed. Shortly after-
wards a part of the ceiling fell in. 

crisis
NEW house building in Argyll is set to 
grind to a halt if the government does not 
come up with more cash, it was warned 
this week. 

A special meeting of the housing 

Council was held to discuss the crisis 
situation.

 Council chairman Mr E.T.F. Spence 
said the council should ‘go hell for 
leather’ for more money. The council 
has expressed disappointment at their 
capital allocation of £2.86m. 

Housing chairman, Mr D.D. John-
ston, Rothesay, warned that no new 
housing or rehabilitation projects could 
start without a further allocation. 

Nairn said Inveraray’s Sprit 
of the West Festival, which 

Highland produce, has the 
makings of a great festival.
    Mr Nairn was speaking af-
ter his cookery demonstration 
at the inaugural event at the 
weekend, which was attended 
by whisky enthusiasts from as 

well as many locals.
The festival, held at Invera-

ray Castle over the weekend, 
was built around the whisky 
tent, where distillers from 
Islay, Jura, Campbeltown, 
Oban, Mull, Fort William, 
Skye and Arran allowed fes-
tival-goers to sample a few 
drams.

There was also an arts and 
crafts marquee, and enter-
tainment throughout both 
days was headlined on Sat-

The Duke of Argyll, Torquhil Campbell, kneeling, and family joined the crowds who
 arrived early to see the Chilli Pipers. A21west03

In the
right
spirit!

urday by the Red Hot Chilli 
Pipers.

Mr Nairn, who has been 
cooking with whisky for the 
past 12 years, said of the 
festival: ‘Scotland has such 
great stories to tell and great 
produce but we don’t make 
enough of it.

‘It is appreciated more 
overseas than it is here – that 
is why events like this are 
vital.

Great 
‘I have been involved in a 

number of food festivals and 
this one has the makings of a 
great one.’

Eager to meet Mr Nairn 
were two Oban Times com-
petition winners, who re-
ceived signed copies of the 
chef’s new book Fish ’n’ 
Tips: Kenneth Mitchell and 
Margaret Le Marquand. 

Margaret was picking up 

the prize on behalf of Violet 
McNab, who was celebrat-
ing her 60th birthday.

On meeting the chef, Ken-
neth’s daughter, Shonagh 
told him that her father was a 
big fan but once missed one 
of his television programmes 
– because she was born dur-
ing it.

Among the army of tour-
ists was Michael Fraser 
Milne, owner of the Whisky 

Galore shop in Christchurch, 

strong claim to the title of 
furthest travelled visitor. 

Impressed
He said he was impressed 

by how the event was put 
together and took home tips 
for the South Island’s own 
biennial whisky festival. 

At the Caol Ila stand in 
the Dram Room, Islay group 
manager for Diageo, Kevin 

Sutherland, was not sur-
prised to hear other languag-
es and accents. He said: ‘It is 
incredible the distance peo-
ple will travel for whisky.’

Spirit of the West is or-
ganised by the team behind 
Whisky Coast, a collabora-
tion of distilleries, hotels and 
restaurants.

Nicky Murphy, project 
manager for The Whisky 
Coast and event manager 

for Spirit of the West, said: 
‘We are delighted to have 
celebrated Scotland’s west 
coast culture with people 
from all over the country and 
the world. A huge thanks to 
all those involved in making 
the event a memorable expe-
rience.  Our thanks also go 
to those who travelled from 
near and far to celebrate with 
us such a remarkable part of 
the world.’

Highlands and Islands MSP Jamie McGrigor, left,  met up with renowned Scottish whisky writer Charles
 MacLean at the festival. t21spir01

New whisky event at Inveraray Castle is a huge success with visitors from all over the world

Chef Nick Nairn presented copies of his book, Fish ’n’ 
Tips, to The Oban Times competition winners Shonagh 
Mitchell and Margaret Le Marquand, who was picking 

up the prize on behalf of Furnace woman Violet Mc-
Nab. Also pictured are Whisky Coast chairman Doug-
las Davidson, left, and Shona’s father Kenneth. t21spir07

The newly-crowned grade two Scottish Pipe Band 
Champions, Inveraray and District Pipe Band, played 

to the festival crowd on Sunday afternoon. t21spir02
Frank HcHardy of Springbank Distillery, left, speaks to some whisky enthusiasts. 

t21spir04
The Red Hot Chilli Pipers opened the festival with their trademark energetic twist 

on traditional piping. A21west2

Ewan MacKintosh of Caol Ila Distillery 
gave a whisky masterclass. A21west6 A21west8
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Across
1 Washer-uppers (7)
5 Show fear (5)
8 Christian gathering (6,7) (6,7)
9 ___-eyed (3)
10 State to be in when in front (9)
12 Ratify (6)
13 Unemotional (6)
15 Creatures who carry their homes under 

water (9)
16 Away (3)
18 Scary cold back? (5-8) (5-8)
20 Pupils take part in it (5)
21 Freezing matter (7)

Down
1 Brooded (5)
2 Give to make amends (5,8)
3 Type of register to put your name on to 

have your say (9)
4 Addition to endless time about top (6)
5 Stick sign? (3)
6 Activity to enhance muscle (6-7) (6-7)
7 Amused King Edward (7)
11 Game of little sticks? It's in session (5,4)

(5,4)
12 Helps (7)
14 Of stone (6)
17 Groan about pipe player (5)
19 Something to do at the table (3)
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We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

To advertise
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Telephone:
01631

568000

Local
Producers

Market
Thursday 21 May

Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO
Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

Angels & Demons
CERT ‘12A’

The team behind the 
global phenomenon The 
Da Vinci Code returns 
for the highly anticipated 
Angels & Demons, based 
upon the bestselling 
novel by Dan Brown. 
Tom Hanks reprises his 
role as Harvard religious 
expert Robert Langdon, 

that forces with ancient 
roots are willing to stop 
at nothing, even murder, 
to advance their goals. 
Ron Howard again 

is produced by Brian 
Grazer, Ron Howard, 
and John Calley. The 
screenplay is by Akiva 
Goldsman and David 
Koepp. When Langdon 
discovers evidence of the 
resurgence of an ancient 
secret brotherhood known 
as the Illuminati - the most 
powerful underground 
organization in history 
- he also faces a deadly 
threat to the existence of 
the secret organization’s 
most despised enemy: 
the Catholic Church. 

Star Trek
CERT ‘12A’

J Abrams steps behind the 
producing and directing 
reins for this prequel to 
the original Star Trek. 
The   Film follows the 
story of the  young 
crew’s maiden voyage on 
board the most advanced 
starship ever created: 
the USS Enterprise. The 
action has been amped 
up and  the new recruits 

WHAT’S ON GUIDE
CONTACT - 01631 568000

Various art courses available at Airdeny Chalets, contact 
Jennifer on 01866 822648
Thursday 21st May 
Local Producers Market, Kintaline  Farm, Benderloch 10am - 3pm
Saturday 23rd May
Scottish Wildlife Trust Open Day, Achnacloich Gardens, 11am - 4pm
Wednesday 10th June
Singing Kettle, Corran Halls, 01631 567333

Your local guide to food whatever your mood

A NEW look, new 
menu and new 
ideas have been 
the hallmarks 
of a successful 
takeover by the 
Wide Mouthed 
Frog’s new 
manager Carina 
Mclauchlan.

Since taking 
over the reins 
three months 
ago, Carina has 
revamped the 
menu, giving 
diners a taste 
of the best in 
homely Scottish 
cooking, at 
affordable prices.

Like Carina says: 
‘People don’t want 
to pay £80 for a 
meal that doesn’t 

The restaurant, 
which overlooks 
Dunstaffnage 
Marina, will be 
running a buffet 
night every 
Saturday from 
6.30pm – 9pm. 

‘We tried it for 
one night last 
week and it was a 
roaring success,’ 
said Carina. 

ROXYS
• HOME BAKING
• MEALS SERVED 
ALL DAY

• FAIRTRADE 
TEAS & COFFEES

TEL: 01631 570307

ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th
Mercury has the potential to continue to wreak 
havoc, yet ironically, can also be a force for good. 
An opportunity that went on the backburner some 
while ago, could yet come back into view, so if you 
miss out on one thing, this can help to replace it. 
Your mind can also be very active now and the 
chances are lots of social opportunities can follow. 
Call your special prediction line for more news…

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st
The New Moon can see you actively thinking about 
your resources. Whilst this may be an opportunity 

you require, may not come to you right away - 
though the middle of next month can be better. You 

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st
Even if you see yourself as a fashionista, ask 
yourself, how much does your appearance help you 
to stand out from the crowd? Why not consider some 
individual touches? If you have been comfortable 
with the same look for some while, this week is a 
perfect time to rejuvenate your appearance with a 
makeover. Lots of social possibilities will follow. Call 
me now for more news and astral advice…

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd

things. This could be to make a will or to assign a 
life insurance policy. As usual, you will approach all 
this with your usual care and diligence. If you need 
to get a second opinion, do so, but then equally 
people can approach you for assistance. See it as 
an honour that they hold you in high esteem. Call 
me now for your in-depth forecast…

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd
If someone is putting unfair constraints on you, your 

friendly as possible, as it can do more to soak up 

between you may be because of a misunderstanding 
or basically different outlooks. Indeed, by the month’s 
end an improvement is possible. Call your special 
Leo prediction line for more news…

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd
People may look to you to take the lead. If you’re 
comfortable with this, this could see you stepping up 
the ladder at work or being the person who organises 
a trip on behalf of some friends. Yet, just be conscious 
that this may see one of them feel they have a license 
to criticise you, if the arrangements go awry. A charity 
cause can however inspire you. Call me now for more 
news and astral advice…

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd
Whether it’s in standing up for a friend who is being 
targeted unfairly or environmental causes, your sense 
of fair play is one of your strongest qualities and can 
come to the fore now. Someone may be tempted to 
be economical about the truth around a business 

agreeing to something that doesn’t feel right. Call 

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd
Most Scorpios understand that everything in life has 
a beginning and an end. With a New Moon occurring 
in a psychological part of your ‘scope this week, 
this can be the perfect juncture to start afresh in an 
important area. Yet with Mercury tracking backwards 
if it’s a relationship you’re looking to end, ask yourself 
are you being truly objective? Call me now for your 
love scope in full…

There is a greater opportunity to express ourselves 
these days, but that doesn’t mean that the art of 
listening is no longer important. This week reminds 
you that your relationships will work better if there 

can tempt you to concentrate on annoying little 

your prediction line for more astral advice...

If you’ve children, they can need extra support 
around out-of-school activities. This may eat 
into your time, but it can be great to see them 

instrument. All this can call upon you to be super 

satisfactorily. Call for your in-depth forecast…

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th
The Sun moves into the most assured, energetic 
part of your chart - great for social activities with the 
potential to give your love life a boost. Yet, you may 
need to overcome a slightly inward looking mindset. 
Trust is an important part of any tie, but if you’re 
letting wariness get too much on-top, it can stop your 
relationships from really moving forwards. Call me 
now for your love scope in full…

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th
If there have been tensions with someone you care 
for, perhaps you need to let them know how this has 
really made you feel. Pisces people can have a habit 
of withdrawing into themselves but if you air your 
concerns, not only will it help others to respond in 
kind, it can be better for your health. Security, be it 
emotional or physical, should be your main driver 
now. Call now for more advice…

Cinema The Highland Theatre

From Friday 22nd May for 7 days

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk for full listings and future presentations

Cert U 102min 
FRI & MON-THUR 4.15 
SAT & SUN 1.15, 3.30

ANGELS & Cert 12A  138min 
DAILY 5.45, 8.45 
SAT & SUN MATINEES 3.00

Cert 12A 126min 
DAILY 6.15

STAR 
TREK

From Thursday 29th May
CORALINE - PG

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk

HANNA 
MONTANA
STATE 
OF PLAY

Cert 12A  127min 
DAILY 8.30 
SAT & SUN MATINEES 12.45

evil being whose mission 
of vengeance threatens 
all of mankind and the 
fate of the galaxy rests in 
the hands of bitter rivals. 
One, James T. Kirk, is a 
delinquent, thrill-seeking 
Iowa farm boy. The other, 
Spock, was raised in a 
logic-based society that 
rejects all emotion. 

Hanna Montana 
The Movie
CERT ‘U’

The Disney Channel 
phenomenon  hits the big 
screen . Miley Stewart 
(MILEY CYRUS) 
struggles to juggle 
school, friends and her 
secret pop–star persona; 
when Hannah Montana‘s 
soaring popularity 
threatens to take over her 
life – she just might let 
it. So her father takes the 
teen home to Crowley 
Corners, Tennessee., for 
a dose of reality, kicking 

with the kind of fun, 
laughter and romance 
even Hannah Montana 
couldn‘t imagine.

State of Play
CERT ‘12A’

Russell Crowe is back 
on form and leads an all-
star cast  including Helen 

in this thriller about a 
rising congressman and 
an investigative journalist 
embroiled in an case of 
seemingly unrelated, brutal 
murders. Crowe plays D.C. 
reporter Cal McAffrey, 
whose street smarts lead 
him to untangle a mystery 
of murder and collusion 
among some of the 
nation’s most promising 
political and corporate 

six-part 2003 BBC mini-
series and directed by 
acclaimed director Kevin 
Macdonald(Last King of 
Scotland).

RESTORED steam 
traction engines were the 
highlight of the day at the 
St Oran’s Parish Church 
Fete at Achnacloich 
House.

The house was 
provided for the day by 
kind permission of Mrs 
J Y Nelson and attracted 
a number of visitors 
who have helped to raise 
much-needed funds for 
the churches in Connel 
and Dunbeg. 

Also on show were 
classic vehicles, and 
Oban Model Club and 
Oban Diecast Model 
Club complemented a 
variety of stalls.

Jim Bennet, Strachur, 
brought one of the two 
steam traction engines to 
the fete and spent the day 
transporting delighted 
children around the 
grounds of the house.

organiser Moira 
Dunlop said: ‘We were 
really pelased to have 
raised just over £1,900.’

This coming Saturday 
the house will play host 
to the annual Scottish 
Wildlife Trust open day 
with teas and stalls.

from Benderloch, were delighted to get a shot on Jim Bennet’s steam trac-
tion engine. t21fete01

Steam engine is a big at-traction

Accordion and Fiddle Club, members are taking part 

and Fiddle Festival in Portree.
Starting tonight (Thursday) with a club night in 

the Royal Hotel with guest band the Iain MacPhail 
Scottish Dance Band, the festival runs until 
Saturday.

Earlier in the month club chairman and MC Jim 
Campbell opened the monthly club meeting by 
inviting Portree accordionists Aly ‘K’ MacPherson 

Skye club warms up for 
end of season festival

and James Stewart, visiting keyboard player Clare 
Jordan of Oban and drummer Donald MacRae of 
Portree to get the music under way.  

marches.

club members, Emma Beaton of Flodigarry, Rebecca 
MacDonald, John Cameron and John MacGilvary of 
Portree and Catherine MacFarlane of Edinbane, all 
on piano accordions.

Fiddle selections were provided by Wendy Riva of 

way from Ipswich who played the beautiful air Mr
and Mrs MacLean followed by some great jigs.

Another welcome visitor to the club was Helen 
Murray of Inverness on piano accordion who teamed 
up with Clare Jordan of Oban on keyboards, Portree’s 
Aly ‘K’ MacPherson on drums, and on second box 
John Burns, leader of the guest band of the evening.  

This group played some rousing marches to keep 
the audience feet tapping.

The guest band, which entertained in both halves 
of the evening’s programme comprised of  John 
Burns leading on accordion, brother George Burns 
on second box and completing the lineup, Finlay 
Robertson on drums.

This Falkirk-based band delighted the audience 
with its lively repertoire, played with feeling and 
professionalism, to bring yet another great club night 
in Skye to a close.

Visiting band comprising George and John 
Burns on accordion and Finlay Robertson on 

drums.

A FLOTILLA of 16 craft, 
representing vessels 
which have used the 
Caledonian Canal over 
the years, will gather 
at Neptune’s Staircase 
in Banavie on Tuesday  

day sail up the canal to 
Inverness as part of the 
Year of Homecoming 
celebrations.

Dancing, storytelling 
and other entertainment, 
will be going on all 
afternoon before the 
boats are waved on their 
way up the canal.

‘The Crossing’ event 
will see musicians and 
poets sing, play and 
perform en route and at 
overnight stops all the 
way to Inverness.

Homecoming
at Neptune’s 
Staircase

Fiddle folk host 
international
concert
STRACHUR Memorial 
Hall will be the place 
for lively blue grass 
from American band, 
the Stairwell Sisters, on 
Sunday, May 24. 

The concert is part 
of Lochgoilhead Fiddle 
Workshop’s hands across 
the sea project, bringing 
together international 
musicians for one-off 
concerts.

Batty about 
biodiversity
A WOODLAND walk 
and bats are part  of a 
number of events that 
have been organised 
as part of National 
Biodiversity Week.

Kilmory Castle 
Gardens in Lochgilphead 
is the venue for a 
lunchtime woodland 
walk on Friday May 22, 
and will be led by the 
Forestry Commission’s 
rhododendron ponticum 

Poulsom.
A second event on 

Wednesday May 27 in 
the members’ lounge 
at Kilmory Castle will 
be a talk called ‘Just 
Bats’ by the Forestry 
Commission’s Brian 
Baird.

Looking out for 
watchkeepers
OBAN’S popular War 
and Peace Museum 
on the Esplanade is on 
the look-out – for new 
watchkeepers.

The museum has seen 
visitor numbers increase 
and in order to meet 
demand is open seven 
days a week from 10am 
to 6pm. This is putting 
a strain on the present 
watchkeepers and the 
museum is hoping to 
recruit more volunteers .

Anyone interested 
should visit the museum 
on the Esplanade.

TWO Oban musicians 
will be joining former 
Wolfstone members Ivan 
Drever and Andy Murray 

Finlay Wells, Andy Murray, Ivan Drever and Ian 
Coates make up The Ivan Drever Band.

on stage at Skipinnish 
Ceilidh House in Oban 
tonight (Thursday).

Vocalist and bass guitar 

player Finlay Wells, of 
Nutshell Music, who has 
his own band The Shoes 
and Iain Coates on drums 
will be completing the 
line up for a tour of the 
Highlands by The Ivan 
Drever Band.

Vocalist and guitarist 
Ivan Drever, former 
frontman with Wolfstone, 
has put together the band, 
which will be playing 
music described as ‘rock 
meets folk with a Celtic 
twist’.

He and former 
Wolfstone member Andy, 
electric guitar and vocals, 
hooked up with producer 
and guitarist Finlay to 
generate their new blend 
of acoustic/electric folk 
rock.

Rock meets Celtic folk in Oban

Oban Shopmobility 
Coffee Morning

Congregational Church
Saturday 23rd May 

at 11am – 2pm
Tea, Coffee, Homebaking, 

Handmade items etc.
Adm. £2 chld. £1 

Proceeds in aid of charity

Scottish Wildlife Trust
ACHNACLOICH 

GARDENS
A85 east of Connel

OPEN DAY
Saturday 23 May
11.00 until 16.00
Lunches, Teas, 

Exhibits, Stalls (Baking, 
Plants, Raffl e etc)
Donations in kind 

welcome

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.00

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

Scotlands
Garden Scheme

Charity No SCO11337

An Cala
Ellenabeich
Isle of Seil

GARDEN OPEN
Monday 25th May
2.00pm – 6.00pm

Plant stall/
homemade teas
Admission £3

The Happy 
House

Christian Pre School

Coffee Morning
Saturday 23th May 10-12

The Salvation Army Hall, 
Stevenson Street

Tea, Coffee, Home-baking
Admission – Adults £2.50, 

Children £1.00

Oban Diecast Model 
Association

Annual Show
Regent Hotel, Oban

Sat and Sun
23rd & 24th May 2009
10am – 4pm both days

Admission by donation

(For local charities / 
Macmillan Nurses)

Chequered
Skipper and GPS

Butterfly event at 
Glasdrum Wood

Saturday 30th May and 
Sunday 31st May 2009 

Book on 
01546 603611

Free and open to all
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FOOD producers from across Argyll have won 
a national award – for attending summer music 
festivals.

At the Scotland of Food and Drink Awards, Argyll 
Food Producers won the Success through Working in 
Partnerships Award at a recent awards ceremony in 
Glasgow’s Kelvingrove Museum.

The judges said that Argyll Food Producers had 
won the award because they had managed to enter a 
new market by working together.

Fergus Younger from Argyll Food Producers accepts the award from Alan Stevenson of Scotland of 
Food and Drink.

Food producers’ 
festival success

MEMBERS  of the National Union 
of Farmers across the Highlands have 
given a resounding ‘no’ to using the 
controversial Article 68 to address the 
issue of reducing livestock numbers 
in Scotland.

Article 68 in the new Single Farm 
Payment (SFP) regulations allows 
member states, or regions like 
Scotland, to top-slice the value of SFP 
entitlements received by some or all 

pot of money to target at particular 
areas.

The union said it believed it critical 
that the Scottish government take 
steps to halt the loss of livestock 
from Scotland’s hills and uplands 
but said the use of Article 68 risked 
destabilising the dairy and cereal 

and beef farms, in order to deliver 
money to producers.

Yet crucially the move would be 
made without any requirement for 
them to remain actively farming in 
the future.

The current understanding by 
both the European Commission 

and Scottish government is that any 
farmer receiving an uplift in his SFP 
through Article 68 could sell those 
entitlements the next day and leave 
the industry.  

in the proposal and risks the industry 
being accused of receiving money for 
nothing.

In response to a short consultation 
issued by the union last week, 83 per 
cent of members who responded did 
not want Article 68 used, six per cent 
supported Article 68’s use and 11 per 
cent were undecided.

NFU Scotland president, Jim 
McLaren said: ‘The majority of 
our members have recognised that 
Article 68 is a blunt instrument that 
may do nothing to address the risk 
of destocking in parts of Scotland, 
indeed may actually do the reverse.  

‘It is apparent that using Article 68 
to boost the SFP of some producers 
in this manner cannot be permanently 
linked to activity and that those 
receiving an uplift in their SFP rates 
could just sell their entitlements the 
next day.’ 

Farmers reject 
livestock plans

Prime heifers sell to 181p per kilo at Dingwall

A MIXED entry of just over 
300 grazing cattle were on 
offer at United Auctions 
annual May Sale held at Islay 
Auction Mart on Saturday, 
May 16.

Trade failed to maintain 
the high levels obtained 
at the earlier Spring Sale, 
but nevertheless, compared 
favourably with current 
mainland values.

A small offering of 
breeding cattle met with  
some spirited bidding from 
local clientele.

Bullocks sold to £750 per 
head for Limousin Crosses 
from Mr McArthur, Lossit 
Farm and to 208 pence per 
kilo for Limousin Crosses 
from M/s MacArthur, 

Heifers sold to £720 for 
Blue Grey and Limousin 
Crosses from M/s Porter, 
Carrabus and to 203 pence 
per kilo for Limousins from 
Mr Stevenson, Frederick 
Crescent.

Breeding Cattle sold to 
£1,750 for Limousin Heifers 
with bull calf at foot from 
M/s McMillan, Eorrabus 
whilst In-Calf Aberdeen 
Angus Cross Heifers from 
M/s MacDougall, Esknish 
fetched £1,250. 

Spirited
bidding at 
Islay sale

AN END to the corrosive 
system of absenteeism, 
neglect and speculation 
is being promised with 
the publication of a draft 
crofting reform bill this 
week.

Scotland’s environment 
minister, Roseanna 
Cunningham, launched 
the draft bill which 
she said will develop a 
system allowiing crofters 
to shape their own 
destiny. Mrs Cunningham 
said: ‘We want to place 
crofters at the heart of 
decision making.’

Promise for
crofters

DINGWALL and 
Highland Marts Ltd 
sold 101 prime cattle at 
its sale in Dingwall on 
Tuesday.

Prime bullocks 
averaged 170.1p and 

sold to 187p per kg 
and £1,235.25 gross.
Prime heifers averaged 
170.6p and sold to 181p 
per kg and £1,108.8 
gross. More than 170 
prime sheep were sold 

with new season lambs 
averaging 206.3p and 
sold to 213.8p per kg and 
£97 gross. Old season 
lambs averaged 172.3p 
and sold to 192.9p per 
kg and £87 gross.

West Coast
Property Guide

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
Sell your property online at our new website:

RENT WANTED
Rental Property 

required for 
6 month let.

Non smokers, no pets.
2 to 3 beds 10 mile 

area of Oban for 
couple

relocating for 1 year 
contract required from 

1st of June.
07764 197363

GLENCRUITTEN RISE, OBAN
For Sale:  A beatifully 
presented modern 1½ storey 
Detached House most 
pleasantly situated in a 
semi-rural, yet convenient, 
residential area on the outskirts 
of the town.  The versatile and 
generously proportioned accommodation comprises Porch, 
Hall, Lounge, Kitchen/Dining Room, Utility Room, Principal 
Bedroom with Dressing Room, 3 further Bedrooms, Playroom 
(or Single Bedroom), Study, 2 Bathrooms, large Garage with 

Garden. Offers over £280,000.

FALLS OF LORA, CONNEL
For Sale:  An impressive 
newly-completed Detached 
Villa,
a group of 7 outstanding 
executive homes on a prime 
site in Connel Village.  Hall 
with storage, Lounge/Dining 
Room, Study, Kitchen, Utility Room, 3 Bedrooms (1 with 
en-suite Shower-room, 2 further Bathrooms, attached Garage.  

double glazing.  Turfed and block-paved garden with balcony 
deck.  Made-up site roadway.  Fixed price - £280,000.

1 BEDROOM 
FLAT TO LET

Recently refurbished
Oban Town Centre

£450 pcm + 
C/Tax and Bills

No D.S.S., Smokers or 
Pets

References required

Contact 01681 704032 
or 0774 7863811

WANTED 
To rent – Long Term
2 BEDROOM PROPERTY 

(unfurnished)
in

Oban, Connel, 
Benderloch area  for 

retired professional single 
person from the area.

The Oban Times PO Box No 44
Oban, PA34 4HB

MacPhee & Partners

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB

www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

37A GLENCRUITTEN 
DRIVE, OBAN 
Offers Over £104,995

Ground Floor Flat. In Convenient Location. 
Lounge. Kitchen. 2 Bedrooms. Bathroom. DG. 
Gas CH. Shared Garden.

PLOT OF LAND 
FOR SALE

In Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Next to golf course.

 With full planning permission for 
Detached House.

Tel: 07801 275665

OBAN
TO LET

2 Bedroom Flat
Quiet area.

Sorry no D.S.S.
£490 pcm

Tel: 07770 737654

KINTYRE, ARGYLL
To Let On Long Lease

50 acres Coastal Forestry with 
Salmon Fishing in the sea.
Main road and Sea access.

Business use or private amenity.

Also:
Small House with 2 acres (Optional)

Reply Box No. 46, Oban Times, Oban, PA34 4HB

2 BEDROOM 
FLAT

George Street, Oban

Fully furnished
Beautiful Sea views

£500 PCM
No D.S.S.

Tel: 07549040579

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215

TOM A’ MHUILLIN, TOBERMORY, 
ISLE OF MULL 

Tom a’ Mhuillin is situated 
just off the main road on 
the top of Tobermory, Isle 
of Mull.  Within walking 
distance of the main street 
and shops -  
as well as making a superb 
family home  has also proven B. & B. potential   
Accommodation:- Lounge, Kitchen, diningroom, 
9 bedrooms (4 en suite) – Two shower rooms.   
Large parking area to front and grassed area to rear.

OFFERS OVER £275,000

FOR SALE
BUILDING PLOT IN OBAN

With outline planning
Five minutes walk from 

town centre.
Tel: 07876 493772 or 07876 493771 

for more information.

For full details contact our owner team:

01756 702557  
ownerteam@scotland-cottages.co.uk

Holiday cottages

wanted!

The many benefi ts of our service include:
 Free and unrestricted owner bookings
 15% commission
 Professional, honest and local advice
 A fi rst-rate website: www.scotcot.co.uk

WANTED FOR SALE

www.blue-property.co.uk/taynuilt

Scotland's 1st 
Eco Development
Open Days - 29th, 30th, 31st May
12 noon to 4pm
Walk though tours of first 
partially completed house
Spacious open plan living

t:01738 788 199
m:07885267981

w: www.blue-property.co.uk
e: enquiries@blue-property.co.uk

TO LET

ACHARACLE
DETACHED BUNGALOW WITH 

ATTRACTIVE OPEN VIEWS
two bedrooms, lounge, dining kitchen, bathroom,

integral garage ( potential for conversion to third 
bedroom),

well maintained secluded garden 
with shed/store room.

Offers in the region of £195,000 invited
www.netherwoodcottage.org.uk

Telephone 01967 431278 for appointment to view

Willowburn
Clachan Seil, By Oban PA34 4TJ

Oban 11 miles, Lochgilphead 32 miles, Glasgow Airport 105 miles 

A delightful detached house in an idyllic 
coastal situation located on the Isle of 
Seil (connected to the main land by the 
‘Bridge over the Atlantic’) and is currently 
run as an income producing small hotel 
business, but with potential as a family 
home, bed and breakfast or guest house.
Entrance vestibule, inner hallway, guest lounge with open fi re, guest bar, 
utility/laundry room, 3 general purpose stores, owners bedroom with en suite 
bathroom, 7 further bedrooms with en suite facilities, dining room (20 covers), 
stainless steel commercial kitchen, offi  ce/hotel reception, ladies & gents toilets, 
linen stores. Productive vegetable and soft fruit garden, polytunnel, 2 garden 
sheds, gravel surface driveway, car parking area, lawns with duck pond leading 
to foreshore. Mooring located directly in front of Willowburn. About 1.5 acres. 

Off ers over £475,000. 

Contact Strutt & Parker: 0141 225 3380.

COMMERCIAL FLAT FOR RENT
CAMPBELTOWN

£310 pcm

Tel: 07785 542811

FOR SALE – Kubota Tractor
NHS Highland has for disposal a Kubota 
Tractor – H367 GSB (16/03/1991).
This is an old unit and is not currently roadworthy, it will be sold as seen 
for spares/repairs.

Interested parties should contact Mr James 
Dempsey (Support Services Manager) on 
01546 605644 for informal discussion or 
to arrange viewing.

All formal expressions of interest/offers 
should be received by no later that 
Friday 19th June 2009.

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

COLLIE PUPS 
FOR SALE

2 dogs, 9 weeks old.
Both parents 

workers.
Phone 01586 552697



14 PUBLIC NOTICES Thursday 21 May, 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

ARDTUN 
COMMON 
GRAZINGS

PLANNING
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997, RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be 
inspected during normal office hours at the location given below, at 67 
Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig and by logging on to the Council’s Website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. 
Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, 
whichever is applicable as indicated below. Please quote the reference 
number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 09/00578/DET 
Applicant: Vicki Evans and Leslie Williams
Proposal: Erection of dwelling house and installation of septic tank 
(amended proposal - private water supply)
Site Address: Land South East Of Tigh Na Drochaid Lotts Isle of Islay 
Argyll and Bute 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Ellen
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00581/DET 
Applicant: Jonathan and Fiona Carmichael
Proposal: Renewal of previous consent no. 03/02385/OUT - Erection of a 
one and a half storey dwelling house and installation of septic tank
Site Address: Land South West Of Islay Museum Daal Terrace Port 
Charlotte Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Charlotte
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, 67 
Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX 

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997, RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be 
inspected during normal office hours at the location given below, at Lorn 
House, Albany Street, Oban and by logging on to the Council’s Website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. 
Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, 
whichever is applicable as indicated below. Please quote the reference 
number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 09/00613/DET
Applicant: Mr Colin Kennedy
Proposal: Proposed demolition of existing house and erection of new 1 
3/4 storey house
Site Address: Caoles Isle of Coll Argyll and Bute PA78 6TB 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Coll
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00576/DET
Applicant: Tom MacLennan as Trustee Of Andrew Sandilands
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Lagganbeg Cottage Kilninver Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4UU
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00678/REM
Applicant: Mr and Mrs N Harris
Proposal: Proposed erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land North East Of 1 Achleck Torloisk Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dervaig
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00624/DET
Applicant: Firm of C-fare And All Commercials
Proposal: Proposed erection of workshop
Site Address: 1 Crannog Lane Oban Argyll and Bute 
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Section 34 Advert - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00663/DET
Applicant: Mr and Mrs S Cass
Proposal: Renovation and extension of cottage to form dwellinghouse
Site Address: New House Plot East of Calgary Fennachrachan Port Ramsay 
Isle of Lismore Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Lismore
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00534/DET
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Euan Warnock
Proposal: Erection of detached dwelling and installation of septic tank
Site Address: Auchnasaul Ardmaddy Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4QY
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 09/00525/DET
Applicant: Tom MacLennan
Proposal: Proposed erection of 2 dwellinghouses and redevelopment of barn. 
(Barn only approved under 07/01746/DET) and combined drainage system.
Site Address: Lagganmore Kilninver Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4UU
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Section 34 Advert - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00512/LIB
Applicant: MacPhee and Partners
Proposal: Proposed retention of signage
Site Address: 8 George Street Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 5SB 
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Regulation 5 Listed Bld Consent - 21 Days

• Ref No: 09/00630/DET
Applicant: Mr Mrs B Wilson
Proposal: Erection of dwelling house and 
installation of septic tank
Site Address: Land South West Of 36 Cullipool Cullipool Isle of Luing 
Argyll and Bute 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Cullipool
S60 Setting of Listed Bldg Ad - 21 Days

• Ref No: 09/00630/DET
Applicant: Mr and Mrs B Wilson
Proposal: Erection of dwelling house and installation of septic tank
Site Address: Land South West Of 36 Cullipool Cullipool Isle of Luing 
Argyll and Bute 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Cullipool
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

• Ref No: 09/00621/LIB
Applicant: Food Programme Delivery, Orchid Group
Proposal: Proposed erection of 1 x fascia signboard
Site Address: 33 Main Street Tobermory Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute PA75 6NU
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office
Regulation 5 Listed Bld Consent - 21 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn 
House, Albany Street, Oban

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT CONTRARY TO DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN) (SCOTLAND) DIRECTION 1996
The following planning applications have been lodged for determination 
with Argyll and Bute Council and are available for inspection during 
normal working hours at the local area office/Post Office identified below 
and by logging on to the Council’s Website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and clicking on Online Planning Applications. The proposals contained in 
the application are considered to be a departure or potential departure 
from the Development Plan for the area concerned.
Anyone wishing to make representations about any of the applications 
identified below should do so in writing within 21 days from the date of 
publication of this notice to the Area Team Leader Development Control 
at the address below.
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 09/00576/DET
Applicant: Tom MacLennan as Trustee of Andrew Sandilands
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Lagganbeg Cottage Kilninver Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4UU
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)
Potential Departure from Policies RUR1 and RUR2 of The Lorn Local Plan

• Ref No: 09/00678/REM
Applicant: Mr and Mrs N Harris
Proposal: Proposed erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land North East Of 1 Achleck Torloisk Isle of Mull Argyll 
and Bute 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dervaig
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)
Potential Departure from Policies RUR1 and RUR2 of The Mull, Coll and 
Tiree Local Plan

• Ref No: 09/00663/DET
Applicant: Mr and Mrs S Cass
Proposal: Renovation and extension of cottage to form dwellinghouse
Site Address: New House Plot East Of Calgary Fennachrachan Port Ramsay 
Isle of Lismore Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Lismore
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)
Potential Departure from Policies RUR1 and RUR2 of The Lorn Local Plan

• Ref No: 09/00534/DET
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Euan Warnock
Proposal: Erection of detached dwelling and installation of septic tank
Site Address: Auchnasaul Ardmaddy Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4QY
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)
Potential Departure from Policy RUR1 and RUR2 of The Lorn Local Plan

• Ref No: 09/00525/DET
Applicant: Tom MacLennan
Proposal: Proposed erection of 2 dwellinghouses and redevelopment of barn. 
(Barn only approved under 07/01746/DET) and combined drainage system.
Site Address: Lagganmore Kilninver Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4UU
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)
Potential Departure from Policies RUR1 And RUR2 of The Lorn Local Plan

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn 
House, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AR

Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning 
application is considered a public document.

Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public 
inspection and, under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be 
copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 

The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content 
and accuracy.

Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked 
confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither will be taken into 
account when the application is being considered. 

Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be 
viewed on the council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Alan Reid will hold a surgery in 
Oban on Tuesday 26 May 2009
at Corran Halls, Oban between 

9.00am and 10.00am

To make an appointment, please phone 
Alan Reid’s office 01369 704840

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND
THE A830 TRUNK ROAD (ARISAIG – LOCH NAN UAMH IMPROVEMENT)
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC, TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF
OVERTAKING AND TEMPORARY SPEED RESTRICTION) ORDER 2009
The Scottish Ministers give notice that they have made the above Order
temporarily prohibiting traffic, temporarily prohibiting overtaking and
temporarily restricting the speed of vehicles on the lengths of road identified
in the Schedule to this Notice, during the periods corresponding to those
lengths of road specified in the Schedule to this Notice.
The Order, which is required because works are being proposed to be executed
on or near the lengths of road for certain purposes in relation to the lengths
of road stated in the Schedule to this Notice, will be in operation from 25 May
2009 until midnight on 24 November 2010, but will only have effect in relation
to such part or parts of the lengths of road as are indicated by the appropriate
traffic signs and during the periods corresponding to those lengths of road
specified in the Schedule to this Notice. The provisions relating to temporary
prohibitions of traffic do not apply to vehicles being used in an emergency
for fire brigade, ambulance, police or coastguard purposes or vehicles used
for carrying out the works. There are no exemptions for those vehicles in
respect of temporary prohibitions of overtaking and temporary speed
restrictions unless otherwise provided by law.
A MCLAUGHLIN
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Major Transport Infrastructure Projects, Buchanan House,
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF.
11 May 2009
SCHEDULE
1. That length of road of the A830 Fort William – Mallaig Trunk Road New

Trunk Road from a point 120 metres east of its junction with Arisaig Village
in an eastwardly direction to a point 7540 metres east of its junction with
Arisaig village, a distance of 7540 metres or thereby.

2. That length of road of the A830 Fort William – Mallaig Trunk Road from
a point 425 metres west of the Prince’s Cairn monument in a generally
westerly direction to a point 215 metres or thereby east of centreline of
the junction into Arisaig Village, a distance of 7440 metres or thereby.

3. That length of road of the Beechwood/Woodend Side Road from its junction
with the A830 Fort William – Mallaig Trunk Road in a generally easterly
direction to its termination in a turning head, a distance of 120 metres
or thereby.

4. That length of road of the Quality Cottages Side Road from its junction with
the A830 Fort William – Mallaig Trunk Road in a generally south westerly
direction to the junction with the unclassified U1110 Druimindarroch Road,
a distance of 180 metres or thereby.

5. That length of road of the Arisaig House Side Road from its junction with
the Quality Cottages Side Road in a generally south easterly direction to
the junction with the Arisaig House access road, a distance of 300 metres
or thereby.

6. That length of road of the Borrodale Side Road from its junction
with the A830 Fort William – Mallaig Trunk Road in a generally
westerly direction to a point 35 metres or thereby east of the
Borrodale burn, a distance of 245 metres or thereby.

Barry Pettit is applying to 
decroft part of the croft at 
Keills, Jura extending to 
0.121 ha for the purpose of 
extending garden ground.  
Ref:  4.86.17529
If you consider the de-
crofting of this area will 
adversely affect your 
crofting interests or that 
of the local crofting com-
munity, please make writ-
ten representations to the 
Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness 
IV2 3EQ by 8 June 2009 
quoting the above case 
number.  
Representations will be 
copied to the applicant.  
Comments on any ear-
lier applications cannot be 
taken into account.

Boundary Commission for Scotland
Review of Scottish Parliament boundaries – Stirling Council
and Clackmannanshire Council areas
The Boundary Commission for Scotland has reviewed its provisional proposals for Scottish Parliament constituencies in
the light of all representations received and Local Inquiries held. The Commission has decided to amend the
boundaries of the constituencies in these council areas from its provisional proposals. The Commission’s revised
recommendations are:

The Commission also proposes that these constituencies be combined with other constituencies as listed in the table
below to form a Scottish Parliament region:

A copy of this notice and maps illustrating these proposals can be inspected at:

Stirling

• Stirling Council Office, Old Viewforth, Stirling;

• Stirling Central Library, Corn Exchange Road, Stirling;

• Callander Community Library, South Church Street, Callander.

Clackmannanshire

• Clackmannanshire Council Offices, Greenfield, Alloa;

• Clackmannanshire Council Local Office (CAP), Dollar Civic Centre, Park Place, Dollar.

The same material is also available from the Commission’s web site at www.bcomm-scotland.gov.uk

Representations about these proposals should be submitted by 21 June 2009 by e-mail to
representations@scottishboundaries.gov.uk or by using the reply facility on the Commission’s web site or in writing
to The Secretary, Boundary Commission for Scotland, 3 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh EH3 7QJ; or by fax to 
0131 538 7511. All representations should include full details of the correspondent’s address and postcode. Under the
Freedom of Information Act 2000, representations will be made available to those interested in the Review except in
very exceptional circumstances.

Dr Hugh Buchanan
Secretary

Constituency Designation Electorate Description

Clackmannanshire
and Dunblane

County
Constituency

49,470 The entire Clackmannanshire Council area; Stirling Council
electoral ward 3

Stirling County
Constituency

52,480 Stirling Council electoral wards 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7

Region Electorate Description

Mid Scotland and
Fife

490,700 The constituencies of Clackmannanshire and Dunblane; Cowdenbeath;
Dunfermline; Kirkcaldy; Mid Fife and Glenrothes; North East Fife;
Perthshire North; Perthshire South and Kinross-shire; Stirling.

Boundary Commission for Scotland
Review of Scottish Parliament boundaries – Argyll and Bute,
East Dunbartonshire and West Dunbartonshire Council areas
The Boundary Commission for Scotland has reviewed its provisional proposals for Scottish Parliament constituencies
in the light of all representations received and Local Inquiries held. The Commission has decided to amend
the boundaries of the constituencies in these council areas from its provisional proposals. The Commission is
recommending that Argyll and Bute, East Dunbartonshire and West Dunbartonshire Council areas should be combined
to comprise four constituencies, exactly covering those combined council areas. Changes have also been made to the
constituency names. The Commission’s revised recommendations are:

Constituency Designation Electorate Description

Argyllshire and County 49,040 Argyll & Bute Council electoral wards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
Bute Constituency

Clydebank and County 53,340 East Dunbartonshire Council electoral wards 1, 2; West
Milngavie Constituency Dunbartonshire Council electoral wards 4, 5, 6

Dumbarton County 54,270 Argyll & Bute Council electoral
Constituency wards 9, 10, 11; West Dunbartonshire Council electoral

wards 1, 2, 3

Strathkelvin and County 59,580 East Dunbartonshire Council electoral wards 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
Bearsden Constituency

The Commission also proposes that these constituencies be combined with other constituencies as listed in the table
below to form Scottish Parliament regions:

Region Electorate Description

Highlands 388,990 The constituencies of Argyllshire and Bute; Caithness, Sutherland and
and Islands Ross; Dumbarton; Inverness and Nairn; Moray; Na h-Eileanan an Iar;

Orkney Islands; Shetland Islands; Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch.

East Central 552,790 The constituencies of Airdrie and Shotts; Clydebank and Milngavie;
Scotland Coatbridge and Chryston; Cumbernauld and Kilsyth; Falkirk East; Falkirk

West; Linlithgow; Motherwell and Wishaw; Strathkelvin and Bearsden;
Uddingston and Bellshill.

The Commission also gives notice that, if Scottish Ministers have made an Order subsequent to the Local Government
Boundary Commission for Scotland’s review of the boundary between East Dunbartonshire and Glasgow City Council
areas at Robroyston prior to the Commission completing this review of Scottish Parliament boundaries, it intends to
amend its constituency and region recommendations so that they continue to be co-terminous with that local
authority boundary where the proposals and recommendations announced in this notice are already so co-terminous.

A copy of this notice and maps illustrating these proposals can be inspected at:

Argyll and Bute
• Argyll and Bute Council Headquarters, Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead;
• Corporate Services, Eaglesham House, Mount Pleasant Road, Rothesay, Bute;
• Corporate Services, Dalriada House, Colchester Square, Lochgilphead;
• Corporate Services, Campbeltown Servicepoint, Burnet Building, St John Street, Campbeltown;
• Corporate Services, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban;
• Corporate Services, 22 Hill Street, Dunoon;
• Corporate Services, Islay Servicepoint, Jamieson Street, Bowmore, Isle of Islay;
• Corporate Services, Breadalbane Street, Tobermory, Isle of Mull;
• Corporate Services, The Business Centre, Crossapol, Isle of Tiree;
• Corporate Services, Scotcourt House, 45 West Princes Street, Helensburgh.

East Dunbartonshire
• East Dunbartonshire Council Headquarters, Tom Johnston House, Civic Way, Kirkintilloch;
• The Triangle, Kirkintilloch Road, Bishopbriggs;
• Boclair House, 100 Milngavie Road, Bearsden.

West Dunbartonshire
• West Dunbartonshire Council Offices, Garshake Road, Dumbarton;
• Dumbarton Library, Strathleven Place, Dumbarton;
• West Dunbartonshire Council Offices, Rosebery Place, Clydebank;
• Clydebank Library, Dumbarton Road, Clydebank.

The same material is also available from the Commission’s web site at www.bcomm-scotland.gov.uk

Representations about these proposals should be submitted by 21 June 2009 by e-mail to
representations@scottishboundaries.gov.uk or by using the reply facility on the Commission’s web site or in writing
to The Secretary, Boundary Commission for Scotland, 3 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh EH3 7QJ; or by fax to
0131 538 7511. All representations should include full details of the correspondent’s address and postcode. Under
the Freedom of Information Act 2000, representations will be made available to those interested in the Review except
in very exceptional circumstances.

Dr Hugh Buchanan
Secretary
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DRAFT CROFTING REFORM BILL

PUBLIC MEETINGS (7.30PM – 9.00PM):
1 June – Kirkwall, Orkney (Picaquoy Centre – Skerries Meeting Room,

Muddiesfield Rd)
2 June – Lerwick, Shetland (The Town Hall, Hillhead)
3 June – Mid Yell, Shetland (Mid Yell Community Hall)
8 June – Inverness (Craigmonie Hotel, 3 Annefield Rd)
9 June – Lairg (Lairg Community Association Hall, Main St)
10 June – Durness (Durness Village Hall)
11 June – Poolewe (Poolewe Village Hall – 8pm start)
15 June – Grantown-on-Spey (Ben Mhor Hotel, 53 - 57 High St)
16 June – Broadford, Skye (Broadford Village Hall)
17 June – Fort William (Lochabra Hall, High St)
18 June – Connel, Nr Oban (Falls of Lora Hotel, Connel Ferry)
22 June – Tiree Rural Centre (Crospol, Isle of Tiree)
24 June – Brodick, Isle of Arran (Brodick Community Hall)
25 June – Bowmore, Isle of Islay (Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle, Gartnatra)
29 June – Stornoway, Isle of Lewis (Cabarfeidh Hotel, 11 James St)
30 June – Tarbert, Isle of Harris (Harris Hotel)
1 July – Lioncleit, Isle of Benbecula (Dark Island Hotel)
2 July – Castlebay, Isle of Barra (Castlebay School)

A consultation on the draft Crofting Reform Bill was launched by the
Minister for Environment, Roseanna Cunningham MSP, on 19 May 2009. 
A series of public meetings are to be held throughout crofting areas in
order to present and discuss the proposals in the draft Bill. Meetings will
be held on the above dates and all are welcome to attend. Copies of the
consultation document on the draft Bill can be requested from your local
Agricultural Area Office or accessed online at: www.scotland.gov.uk/272272

ACHA - Putting Tenants First.
We are on target to create homes and places across Argyll & Bute where 
people want to live.  Can you help us achieve that vision?

Salary Grade 5 (£26,179 - £29,088)  35 hours per week

The job purpose is to ensure that the Association delivers a high quality 
Property and Estate Management and Maintenance service to its tenants in 
the Mid Argyll area.

The successful candidate will require to hold a professional qualification; be 
part qualified or be prepared to commence study towards a qualification 
at HNC or HND level and have a wide range of technical skills.  The post 
holder must be able to establish and maintain effective working relationships 
with colleagues, beneficiary organisations and partners; provide leadership 
of project teams involving colleagues and other partners; have good written 
and oral communication skills including the ability to produce reports 
without a pre-determined framework.  There will be limited control over a 
small number of budget headings.  A current driving licence is essential

Closing Date: 12 noon on 5th June 2009
Interviews for these posts will be held during mid June 2009

ACHA is committed to being an equal opportunities employer.  We value diversity in 
our workforce and welcome applications from all sectors of the community. 

All posts will be subject to an Enhanced Disclosure check
For recruitment pack please contact the HR & Corporate Services Department, 

63/65 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX,Tel 01546 604099 or email marina.
macarthur@acha.co.uk or visit the Recruitment section on the Association’s website at 

www.acha.co.uk where recruitment packs can be downloaded.

Property Services Officer Lochgilphead

Kintyre Youth 
Enquiry Service

2-4 Main Street
Campbeltown

Argyll
PA28 6AG

Tel: 01586 550000

Full-time Youth Information Worker
£16,576 - £17,610 per annum, pro rata
30 hours per week

A position has arisen within the above project for a full-
time Youth Information Worker.
You will be required to provide relevant advice, support 
and information to young people.
Develop and support specialised youth work activities in 
partnership with young people,
Develop out reach work and promote the service with 
young people and the wider community.

essential.
Please apply in writing including your CV and two up to 
date referees (one must be your current or most recent 
employer) to the above address.
This post is subject to Enhanced CRB clearance and a 
health check.

TARBERT YOUTH GROUP
require a 

MANAGER
for our After School Care based in 

TARBERT
Working as part of a team to help provide a 

safe, fun and stimulating environment for 
the children in our setting.  

20 hours per week at £9.00 per hour 
Session Times: Mon to Fri 3pm till 6pm, school term time.
SVQ Level 4 in children’s care, learning and development, 
experience preferred, but enthusiasm and ability to relate 
well with children is more important.  You must be willing 

to undertake relevant training.

 For more information and an application form please 
phone Heather on 01880 821480

Closing Date: 31st May 2009

 This post is exempt from the Rehabilitation of Offenders 
Act 1974 by the Exclusions and Exceptions (Scotland) 

Order 2003 and the successful applicant will be required 
to complete an Enhanced Disclosure Scotland application 

and register with the Scottish Social Services Council.

 Tarbert youth group is an equal opportunities employer.

Area Officer
£19,146, (Ref: 063-008)
Based Uists and Barra

Representing us on all matters affecting the natural heritage, you’ll responsible for
planning casework, grants, rural development contract applications and all other
general enquiries as required. You’ll also represent us on local groups and in raising
awareness of the natural heritage through projects on access, biodiversity and
environmental education.

You’ll be educated to degree level, HND or have evidence of experience in related
subjects as biology, geography, ecology, zoology, wildlife management or
agriculture. A knowledge, and awareness, of the natural heritage of the Western
Isles is required, as are fieldwork, outdoor and IT skills. A driving licence and/or
access to transport is essential. 

This post is temporary until 30 June 2012. Closing date – 11 June 2009. 

Seasonal Ghillie – 2 posts
£13,584 pro rata (Ref: 064-045 and 064-046)
July to December 09, Rum

You’ll join us to work on a red deer cull – taking part in everything from caring for
the stalking ponies to storing carcasses. You’ll also have estate management
responsibilities. You must have experience in deer management, extraction and
lardering techniques and a working knowledge of HASAW – meaning you’ll be
totally focused on working safely at all times. Ideally, you’ll have experience
working and living in isolated community and of pony handling – you might also
bring food hygiene and first aid certificates. Closing date – 12 June 2009. 

We're as supportive, committed and proud of our people 
as we are of the natural world around us. Find out more, 
and apply, online. Alternatively, call 01463 725182.

Please note individual closing dates.

Scottish Natural Heritage is the leading public
body responsible for advising Ministers on
matters relating to the natural heritage. The natural
environment is a key asset that underpins Scotland’s wealth, health and
quality of life. Our job is to conserve this resource, to promote its sustainable
management and to encourage people to access and enjoy it responsibly.

snhjobs.co.uk

have a requirement for a
Driver / Counter Operative

Th ey will be responsible for dealing with the public, 
delivering plant and general tidying / maintenance.
A clean driving licence is essential and must be able to tow 
a trailer. (Class C1+)
Th e successful applicant must be able to work in a team as 
well as have initiative to work on their own.

Working Hours are Monday to Friday – 7.30am to 5.00pm

 Apply to: - Hire Centre (Fort William) Ltd.
  Unit 32,
  Ben Nevis Industrial Estate,
  Fort William.
  PH33 6PR.

 Telephone: 01397 700 077

Hazelbank Motors Ltd
require a full time bookkeeper, 

with knowledge of SAGE 
account system and payroll.

Contact Seonaid or Iain on 
01631 566476

Planning Assistant
West Argyll Forest District, Lochgilphead
£18,281 and benefits
Working with colleagues, statutory bodies and local communities,
you’ll assist the Planning Forester in preparation of forest plans
by producing maps, data analysis and maintenance of GIS
databases. You’ll also contribute to community liaison, meeting
business sustainability targets and other tasks within the Forest
District planning process.
With a forestry or environmental background, you’ll have GIS
experience to at least Browser level. Experience in working with
maps would be useful, as would computing skills, ideally
including Microsoft Excel, Access and Powerpoint. A driving
licence is essential.
Benefits include a Civil Service Pension or stakeholder pension
scheme, 25 days annual leave and flexible working options. 
To apply visit our website at the address below or write 
to Shireen West, HR Operations, 231 Corstorphine Road,
Edinburgh EH12 7AT. Please note all applications must 
be accompanied by a Forestry Commission application
form. Please quote ref: HR09/16. 
No recruitment agencies please. 
Closing date: 11 June 2009.
The Forestry Commission is committed
to providing equal opportunities 
for all sectors of the community,
irrespective of age, disability, 
ethnicity, gender, marital status, 
religion, sexuality, transgender 
and working patterns.

www.forestry.gov.uk/vacancies

Working with you to make
Highland the healthy place to be. www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk 

Argyll & Bute Community Health Partnership

Mid Argyll Locality
Bank Staff Nurse
Band 5 £20,225 - £26,123 pro rata Ref: 09ab/040B
Hours as required
Mid Argyll Community Hospital & Integrated Care Centre
We are looking for motivated enthusiastic individuals to join our nursing bank team within the Mid Argyll Community Hospital, 
Lochgilphead. Experience in general medicine is essential. The post may involve rotation between the Acute Medical Receiving 
ward, A & E Department and a Rehabilitation unit allowing staff to develop their skills, gaining valuable experience. You should
be fl exible in your approach to work as this post involves regular rotation to night duty.
Informal enquiries are welcomed by Kirsty Armstrong, Ward Manager on  01546 462 355.

Community Integrated Equipment Service Spoke Storekeeper
Band 2 £13,233 – £16,333 pro rata Ref: 09ab/059
18.75 hours per week, Permanent
Argyll and Bute Hospital
Working within the locality community equipment spoke store, you will ensure equipment is clean, safe and fi t for purpose and 
is available and delivered/installed to persons assessed as requiring it. You will ensure that the spoke store is kept clean and
equipment is stored safely to health and safety requirements as well as arrange deliveries and collections to the hub so that 
equipment is cleaned to the appropriate standards and upon return is stored in safe and accessible storage areas.
You will further support the activity of the spoke by maintaining electronic records, using an IT based system including 
tracking of equipment, length of warranty and maintenance due dates as well as some minor inspection and maintenance 
as required after suitable training only. Portable appliance testing will also be carried out in the spoke after suitable training. 
Domiciliary visits will be made to supply/collect, fi t, inspect, repair and test equipment as required within the locality. 
Minor adaptations such as fi tting of grab rails may be necessary depending upon skills and training. There will be a necessity 
to respond to emergency delivery/breakdown requirements for clients at risk in the community and hospital discharges. 
The spoke store will be centrally supported and operationally managed by the hub store currently based in Oban. Travel around 
Mid Argyll and to and from the Hub will be required. You will need to sensitively approach the role by adapting your approach to 
patients and carers when delivering equipment, especially to terminally ill patients and bereaved relatives. A fl exible approach and 
ability to time management are essential attributes. 
Informal enquiries are welcomed by Lynn Garrett, Project Manager on 01546 605638.
Application packs are available from HR Department, NHS Highland, Argyll & Bute CHP, Aros, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8LB, call 01546 606788 (24 hour answering service) or email: recruitment.ab@nhs.net 

Closing date for receipt of applications: 5th June 2009.

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
INSTALLATION OF WALKWAY AND FLOATING PONTOON: 

SOUTH CUAN, ISLE OF LUING
Notice is hereby given that Martin Whitmore has applied to the 
Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, under section 34 
of the Coast Protection Act 1949, as amended by the section 
36 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1988, to install a walkway and 

Start   56 15.876N 05 37.889W
End  56 15.876N  05 37.868W
  (WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at 

Objections relating to safety of navigation, in respect of the ap-

Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports and Harbours 
Branch, Area 2G North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ 

2SPC\1\5\110

Martin Whitmore
Grianan
South Cuan
Isle of Luing

RECRUITMENT

Lord of The Isles 
Craobh Haven

Additional Chef Required
Excellent opportunity to work with a very

experienced chef in a busy popular restaurant

Please forward your CV to 
info@lordoftheisles.co.uk

Summer KP & waiting staff also required

Please telephone 01852 500 658
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As a leading
employer in 
the care field 

we offer 
competitive

pay and 
benefits
package.

www.
choicescare.com

CHOICES CARE is an equal 
opportunities employer.

As a respected provider of Community Care Services UK-Wide our 
commitment is to supporting individuals to independence through 
quality service provision.

SUPPORT WORKERS
OBAN. £6.77 - £6.98 PER HOUR

We seek to recruit enthusiastic and motivated SUPPORT 
WORKERS to support a number of individuals in the OBAN area. 
The main tasks of some of the posts are to provide support to a 
number of young women to be active in their local community.

No experience is required as full training will be given. There 
are flexible shift patterns available and we have vacancies for 
full time, part time and bank staff. As well as a competitive rate 
of pay, we offer an extensive benefits package which includes 
support to achieve SVQ2, childcare vouchers and a pension 
scheme.

CHOICES
CARE

For further information or an application pack please contact 
Karen McKenzie on 01631 567650 or Sheila Manderson on 
01436 679003.
All posts are subject to an Enhanced Disclosure Scotland check.

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY
10½ft length 6½ft width

Mobile Burger Van
Very good condition

2 x stainless steel tea urns 
(water), 2 x hot plated, 
stainless steel splash 
backs, self contained, 

powered by gas, all ready 

on enquiry. 

Telephone 
07733 080339

Live-in housekeeper/cook 
required for country house 

near Pitlochry
May suit couple.

Generous 2 bedroom flat provided.
Must have clean driving licence and references

Apply in writing to Box no 43. The Oban Times Ltd, 
P.O Box 1 , Oban Argyll PA34 4HB

MANAGER REQUIRED
for West Coast Mussel Farming Business with responsibility 
for harvesting, grading and maintenance of 8 sites in Loch Etive 
and 3 sites in Loch Creran, and associated staff management. 

Applications to: Muckairn Mussels Ltd, Achnacloich, 
Connel, Argyll PA37 1PR.

MV TAMAR 
currently operating Falkland Islands.

Master
Required for two months 

relief commencing June 10.

Argyll Coastal Services Ltd
The Boat Store, Lower Dunollie Road, 

Oban. Argyll PA34 5PJ
Tel 01631 565005 mobile 07766 110747

E-mail: argyllcoastal@btinternet.com

Experienced Chefs and 
waiting staff required 

Oban area
Full time and permanent positions.
Salary dependent on experience.

Tel 01631 710 408

MID ARGYLL 
Unfurnished carpeted Courtyard Cottage in return 

for 15 hours Laundry/Domestic help per week. 
Would suit mature/semi retired person.

Car driver. No DHSS. References essential.
Apply in writing to Box No 45. The Oban Times Ltd, 

P.O Box 1 Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Education & 
Outreach Offi  cer 

To work between Kilmartin,
Auchindrain and Campbeltown 

Museums
Salary £19,000

Full time, 1 year contract, possible extension
Funded by MG Scotland and the 

Robertson Trust

Contact katy@kilmartin.org for more 
details and an application pack

Closing date for applications 

5th June 2009

Registered 
Charity

SCO22744

OFFICE STAFF
HIGHLAND HERITAGE COACH TOURS LIMITED

require

RESERVATIONS STAFF
for their busy administration office

Keyboard skills and pleasant telephone manner essential
Training will be given, full-time position, must be flexible
Shift work includes weekends and evenings, live-in or out

Please apply in writing with a current CV to
Mrs Jackie Colman

Dalmally, Argyll PA33 1AY   Telephone - 01838 200393

Closing date 5 June 2009

To apply visit our website

Senior Engineer
£34,710 - £37,976 Lochgilphead Ref: OSR00760

Engineer/Technical Offi cer
£30,823 - £33,724 Helensburgh/Lochgilphead Ref: OSR00767

Senior Technician
£26,589 - £29,928 Lochgilphead Ref: OSR00734

Senior Technician
£26,589 - £29,928 Helensburgh/Lochgilphead Ref: OSR00679/R

Technician
£23,578 - £25,768 Helensburgh/Lochgilphead Ref: OSR00747/R
These positions are within the Design section.

01546 604873 for the above posts only

Childcare and Education Worker 
(Term Time, Temporary) 2 Posts
£19,143.00 - £20,329 pro rata Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: CSE35640
17:30 hours per week, Tobermory Primary School Pre Five Unit 

01369 708546 for the above post only

Employability Support Assistant 
£17,501 - £18,596 Dunoon Ref: DSE02052T
Temporary Post to 31st March 2010 initially

01546 604286 for the above post only

Cleaner (Part Time) 13 Posts
£6.32 per hour 
4 vacancies - 1hr, 3hrs, 7.5hrs & 10hrs per week.

Lochgilphead Ref: OSF20416/R
2 vacancies - 15hrs and 7.5hrs per week, Oban High School

Oban Ref: OSF20264
2 vacancies - 15hrs and 7.5hrs per week, Tobermory High School 

Mull Ref: OSF20253
5 hours per week, Taynuilt Primary School (Pre 5) Oban Ref: OSF20318
10hrs per week, Oban Airport Oban Ref: OSF20144
6.5hrs per week, Tobermory Mull Ref: OSF20247
6.25hrs per week, Oban Fire Station Oban Ref: OSF21054
7.50hrs per week, Oban Police Station Oban Ref: OSF20307

01546 604873 for the above posts only

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs 

PART TIME 
BOOKKEEPER 

required
for busy hostel 

and tour business 
in Oban

Please contact Peter 
07949 569912

Nancy Black
Full Time Sales Assistant and 
Part Times Sales Assistants

If you’re experienced in retail and looking for your next challenge then 
it’s well worth joining Nancy Black, a long standing family business 
specialising in outdoor clothing, camping and marine products. If you 
have real passion for the outdoors, it’s a unique chance to be part of 
this highly successful team.
Right now, there are opportunities for talented individuals with a 
background in retailing. The full time position will involve working 37.5 
hours per week including Saturday. Part time hours to be discussed. 
You’ll be driving sales individually and as part of a team, providing 
outstanding customer service and advice.
Please send your application and CV (including your retail experience) 
in writing to Nancy Black, 18/19 Argyll Square, Oban Argyll PA34 4AT

Argyll & Bute 
Citizens Advice Bureau

Administrative 
Assistant

Salary:  General Grade 2 £14,241 pro rata + 
6% pension
Hours: 15 per week
Based: Lochgilphead

Motivated person required to co-ordinate the 
bureau’s clerical & administrative systems.  
Excellent written and oral skills essential as 
is an ability to work as part of a team. 

Further information and application packs: 
Tel. 08456 123808 or info@abcab.org.uk 

Closing date: 5th June 2009 
Interviews:    12th June 2009

Scottish Charity No: SC030477

Highlands and Islands Enterprise is one of Europe’s 
most consistently successful development agencies and 
an award-winning UK employer. We’re proud of our
culture and history and we’re determined to help 
shape a bright future for the people, businesses and
communities in this unique part of the world.

Business Development Manager Ref: 2009-020

Lochaber, Skye and Wester Ross – Area Operations
Fort William, £23,790
The development and growth of the economy in the Lochaber, Skye and Wester Ross area is a
strategic priority for HIE and it is crucial that this aim is supported and achieved. We are seeking
a dedicated Business Development Manager to help us realise this vision by supporting the
development of identified key businesses and industry sectors in the area and maximising their
contribution to the economy.

You will focus on establishing relationships with businesses, providing them with advice and
information, and helping them develop plans to increase productivity and grow their business.
You will identify opportunities for the local development of key sectors such as tourism, and
food and drink, and will contribute to the delivery of targets. You will also assess proposals 
and projects, with a view to economic development and improvement. This is an excellent
opportunity to directly contribute to economic success in the area.

Sound business and financial understanding is key to the role, as is a flair for working with
people and bringing out the best in projects and developments.

Informal enquiries should be directed to Alison Gainsford on 01397 704326

To apply, email recruitment@hient.co.uk or call 01349 868930 for an application
pack, quoting Ref: 2009-020.

Closing date for applications: Friday 29 May 2009.

www.hie.co.uk/job-vacancies.html

Farm Worker 
required for dairy 
farm in Kintyre.

Driving licence 
required.
Apply to: 

Box No. 4345
Campbeltown Courier

Longrow South
Campbeltown

Argyll
PA28 6AE

5.8 METRE 
NORTHCRAFT RIB

£8,500 + VAT

5.8 Metre Northcraft Rib with centre 
consol, double A frame and nav lights, 

reinforced tubes, 100hp 4 stroke 
Yamaha outboard, hydraulic steering 
with stand off aluminium box, batten 
onto transom giving good deck space.  
Garmin GPS all on roller coaster trailer 

with 2 speed winch, 3 yrs old

Telephone 01631 566618 or 

mobile 07715172949.

16’ STURDY GRP 
WORKBOAT

£1,450 o.n.o.
6.6 4 stroke Mercury outboard, road trailer and oars, 

all included in price
Secondhand boat gear

 New Marine equipment to order
Small boat servicing
THE BOAT STORE

Lower Dunollie Road PA34 5PJ Oban
01631 565005 / 07766 110747

£1000 no vat

Can be viewed in Oban
Telephone 01852 500 273

Mobile 07710060021

40’ FREIGHTLINER 
SHIPPING CONTAINER.

£28,000

CONTESSA 32 1987. 
Classic 6 Berth Cruiser/

Racer lying 
Tighnabruaich.

Well equipped inc. Volvo 
MD2020. Taylors heater.

Tel: 01505 615537

Mob: 07990 658107

£19,500 o.n.o.

FISHER FREEWARD 25FT YACHT
Exceptional Condition. 

Reluctant sale. New 
engine 2008. In mast 

reefing – furling jib. Hot 
air heating. Lots of extras.

Ready to sail

Telephone: 
01770 601319

 £5000

Long keel sailing vessel in good condition. Yanmar 
1GM. Good main / genoa; unused spinnaker and 

snuffer; Jeckels stackpack

Email: morris1000000@hotmail.com
Phone: 01599 555 326

VAN DE STADT 
INVICTA 26

£2400

HUNTER EUROPA 19FT 4 BERTH MINI-CRUISER
A lovely fin keel yacht on road trailer. 
All sails with spare set,roller reefing, 

spinnaker, recent yamaha 4stroke 4hp 
outboard, vinyl upholstery, cooker, sink, 

battery,VHF, nav lights etc. Excellent order. 
Antifouled and ready to sail.

Call 01546 602885 
to view 

in Lochgilphead.

ATLANTIC 
RIBS
WANTED

The good the bad and the ugly  (not that ugly) boats 
needing Tlc.

Ribs wanted for sale Orkney fishing boats 
wanted for sale. 

Boat servicing, electronics fitted, boat repairs.

MARINE SALVAGE

 If Your looking to buy a fishing boat or a rib and need 
some advice feel free to drop in for chat 

FOR SALE

 22ft diesel inboard fast fisher cabin cruiser,lot of extras 
including eperspacker heating.  £ 5500 (with trailer)

Bellenock garage buy the Crinan canal

Call Tim  Mob: 07900 654862
Home: 01546 830205

£11,750 o.n.o.

fitted with Evinrude E-Tec 40hp engine, blue 
and white, lying Tarbert Loch Fyne Argyll

Telephone: 
07795156666

email: phkir@aol.com

ORKNEY FASTLINER 19 
WITH TRAILER

The Oban Youth Café Project is looking to recruit:

A Sessional Youth Worker, 
4 hours per week,   £8.00 - £10.50 per hour 

of working with young people. We would also like 
someone who has an interest in playing football with 

young people, although this is not essential.

as the project can offer youth work training 

Successful applicants are subject to an enhanced 
disclosure check

For application packs please contact:

Kirsty Jarvis or Lori Hannah, Oban Youth Café Project, 
4 Albany Terrace, Oban, PA34 5NY, 01631 567399, 

kirsty.obanyouthcafe@hotmail.co.uk
Closing Date: Friday 29th May 2009

TOYOTA HYLUX 
SURF LTD

For sale at the price of £2000 o.n.o.
Toyota Hylux Surf Ltd 3 ltr tdi 1994, M Reg 76,000 mileage colour is blue/silver alloys 

and new tyres, ac, full electrics, tinted windows, bull bars and spotlights, sun roof,  
MOT till November 2009 taxed till 31st January 2010 new battery, part new exhaust, 

Toyota Owners Manual.

Tel: 01866 844074

BAILEY PAGEANT 
BURGUNDY

£10,000 o.n.o.
2007, 4 berth (fixed double bed), 24ft, fully equipped 

caravan with extras. In excellent condition.

Tel: 01687 450712 (Arisaig)

DRIVETIMES
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£1995

TOYOTA AVENSIS 5DR ESTATE 2.0 GLS
Petrol, V reg., FSH, taxed and MOT 

November, new exhaust, climate 
control, electric windows / mirrors, slide 

/ tilt electric sunroof, CD/tape/radio, 
ABS, towbar.  Very reliable. Excellent 

condition.

Telephone: 
01546 886305 

2002 FERRIS IS3000Z RIDE ON 
ZERO TURN MOWER

£1750 plus VAT.
25hp Kawasaki V-twin petrol.   

61” rear discharge with gator blades only 
465 hours very good condition.

Tel: 01546 850232

New or old models, also Discovery, Range Rover 
and all Japanese models, Toyota etc, high miles, 

damaged, anything considered.
Contact James: 

07866 590583 or 07966 293996

WANTED  LANDROVER 
90 OR 110

£2200 o.n.o.

HONDA CIVIC 1.4i SPORT
2000 reg. 57000 miles, 
full service history, alloy 
wheels, sunroof, great 

condition.
Taxed and MOT’d.

Telephone: 
01631 710371

WANTED 
CARAVAN OR 

CAMPERVAN OR 
MOTORHOME

Any year any 
size considered, 

will consider 
damaged or damp

Tel: 07857 038902

Tel: 07930 346252 or 01389 721278

Mot failures
Cash paid

SCRAP CARS 
WANTED

£5000 o.n.o.

FORD FOCUS ST 170
05 plate, half leather 
seats, 6 disc changer, 

46,000 miles, MOT Feb 
2010 and taxed, very 
good condition, blue.

Telephone: 
01397 712552 or 

07920091690

ALL 4X4’S 1990 TO 2009
Any make, model , mileage, condition  considered.

Instant cash payment. Distance no object, 
will travel.

WANTED

Telephone Stephen 07751026953.

£4000 plus vat

First Reg Feb 06, Mileage 60,000
Mot Feb 2010, Taxed Sept 09

Excellent condition

Telephone 01852 500 273
Mobile 07710 060021

FORD TRANSIT 
CONNECT VAN

£2595

*4 X 4 DOUBLE CAB*
01 Vauxhall Brava 

Pick-Up
Good Work Horse

Telephone: 
01586 552772

HIGH MILES – HENCE £4488

* MERIVA *
05 Reg Vauxhall Silver

Full MOT

Telephone: 
01586 552772

£7695 + VAT

06 VAUXHALL VIVARO S.W.B. VAN SLD
* 1493  miles *
Ideal ferry size

*  Yes only 1493 miles *

Telephone: 
01586 552772

PEUGEOT 306 1.9 
DIESEL ESTATE CAR

£1350 o.v.n.o
2001 y reg 2 owner vehicle with a full year mot ,tax end 
may 92000miles ,very useful diesel estate car with tow-

bar and electrics, cd radio ew, sr, well maintained

Contact 07765 007792 eves (tarbert)£4250 o.n.o.

SAAB 93 2.2 TDi
52 reg, well below ave 

mileage @ 54400.
Very good condition.

Px small car/Van.

Telephone: 
07979530405

£995 o.n.o.

HONDA XR125 54 REG LEARNER LEGAL BIKE
Mot May 2010. New rear 
tyre, battery, fork seals, 

brake pads. In good 
condition. Currently on 

a sorn notice.

Telephone: 
07767 825503

RENAULT CLIO 1.2 
CAMPUS SPORT

£3650 o.n.o.
06 reg, 20,000 miles, Silver, 3 door, Alloys, Front 
fogs, CD, MOT 2010, Taxed, Excellent condition

Tel: 01546 606018 / 07887 605870

£1350 o.n.o.

VAUXHALL  VECTRA 2001
2 Litre Turbo Diesel, 12 
months mot, 3 months 

tax, 90,000 miles, towbar, 
good condition, 

very reliable.

Telephone: 
01546 850 236

£1200 o.n.o.

VAUXHALL VECTRA CLUB 1.8
16 valve injection (1999) 
V Reg, 110,000 miles,air 

con, cd player, ABS, 
alloys, 3 months tax 

and mot.

Telephone: 
01546 600367 or 

07920 443819

£1100 o.n.o.

Taxed and mot, full electrics, good family car, very 
rare model, 98000 miles, 
telephone for full spec.

Telephone: 
07881 585687 or 01546 600197 (after 7pm)

RENAULT LAGUNA 
3.0L 24V

1996 SILVER TOYOTA STARLET 
GLANZA V, TURBO, MANUAL

£3500
Fresh import from Japan and has just been MOTd. It is in immaculate condition and 
was a grade 4B. I have not registered it yet. I can register it straight into the name 
of anyone that would like to buy the car or register before purchase. It has 4 new 

Kumho tyres, Japanese documents, 12 months MOT, 6 months Tax, Speedo conversion 
for MOT, Serviced in Japan before shipping, new battery, rear fog light fitted for MOT, 
Immaculate interior (grade B), New alloys fitted. Starlet Graphics on both sides of the 

car. Very quick car, 1.3 Turbo, Perfect 1st car

Tel: 01546 886296 Mobile: 07828469843 £4250 o.n.o.

TOP OF THE RANGE FORD MONDEO ST220
(02 Reg petrol) 

53000 miles, MOT Dec, Excellent 
condition, recent service, new brakes, 
new tyres all round, Sat Nav , 6 disc 

CD player,parking sensors, sunroof, all 
leather interior with recaro seats

Telephone: 
01546 603851/ 
07818045217

£500

MOT until March 2010
Taxed until 1/4/2010

98,000 miles

Telephone: 
0786 786 4436

BMW
316i

£2,900

HONDA CBF 600
2000 mileage. 
Mint condition. 

07 reg.

Telephone: 
07733021318

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
07 Renault Megane Dyn dci 106 H/B 3dr, red ............................... £8,750

56/07 Renault Clio Dyn 1.4, 3dr, black, 18,500 miles .................... £6,550

56/07 Renault Megane Dyn dci 130 sport tourer, blue 21,000 miles £9,250

06 Renault Clio Dyn S, 3dr, red, 11,000 miles ............................... £7,150

06 Renault Laguna Exp, Dci 120, silver, 31,000 miles ..................... £6,250

06 Renault Modus Exp, 1.2, blue, 19,000 miles ............................. £5,550

06  Fiat Punto Active 1.4 sport, 3dr, blue, 20,000 miles .................. £5,150

05 Renault Scenic dyn Dci 120, 47,000 miles ................................ £6,000

05 Kia Cerato 1.6 LX, black, 32,000 miles ...................................... £4,850

54 Renault Laguna Dyn 1.8 Sport Tourer, red, 45,000 miles ........... £4,750

54 Renault Laguna Ext, Dci 120, black, 40,000 miles ..................... £4,250

04 Vauxhall Astra 1,.6 SXI, blue, 42,000 miles ................................ £4,150

01 Rover 25 imp s, 5dr, blue, 46,000 miles .................................... £1,950

04 Suzuki Grand Vitara XL7 V6 Auto, silver ................................ £6,750
05 Fiat Ulysse Dyn JTD, seven seater, blue ................................. £8,750

COMMERCIALS

04 Peugeot Expert 2.0 hdi, 49,000 miles, white .................£4,950 plus vat
04 Renault Kangoo SL17 dci, white .......................................£4,150 + vat
53/04 Renault Master DC 1100 LWB H/R, 73,000 miles ....£5,000 plus vat
03 Seat Inca 1.9sdi, white .....................................................£2,500 + vat
52 Ford Transit Mini Bus, 9 seater, blue .................................£4,750 + vat
X Nissan Cabstar Dropside Truck 2.7d SWB ..........................£4,150 + vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh

5 John Street,
Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco

Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900

www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

PEUGEOT
Struans Peugeot

Tel : 01738 632222
www.struans.co.uk/peugeot

MAZDA
Struans Mazda

Tel : 01738 445566
www.struans.co.uk/mazda

FORD
Ben Nevis Motors
North Road,
Fort William
Tel. 01397 700110

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

08 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, double cab pick-up, black, 5k .....................£12,450
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, double cab pick-up, grey, 16k .....................£10,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, double cab, black, leather, 30k, canopy, ....£10,750
56 MITSUBISHI  .....£10,750
56 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, double cab pick-up, black, 30k .....................£9,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200, double cab pick-up, 4 work, truckman canopy, 30k ....£7,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan, double cab pick-up, silver, 30k .......................£7,950
06 MITSUBISHI  ..£7,950
06 MITSUBISHI Shogun Sport Commercial 5 dr, silver, 38k .........................£7,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 DID double cab pick –up, silver, canopy ....................£7,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200, double cab pick –up, met. blue, 30k .........................£7,250
06 MITSUBISHI  ...£6,950
55 MITSUBISHI L200, single cab pick- up 4WD, Truckman canopy, 30k, choice ...£5,950
55 MITSUBISHI L200 single cab pick- up 2WD, 17k, ....................................£5,950
55 MITSUBISHI L200 double cab pick-up, 50k, towbar, choice ....................£4,650
07 NISSAN Navara, double cab pick-up, met. grey, 30k, canopy, choice ........................£9,950
06 NISSAN  ....£9,650
07 ISUZU Rodeo Denver Max, double cab pick-up, 3lt, auto, silver .............£9,750
55 ISUZU Rodeo Denver Max, double cab pick-up, met gold, canopy, 25k £7,950
56 FORD Ranger Thunder, double cab, leather, black 20k ...........................£7,950
56 FORD  ..£7,950
06 FORD Ranger single cab pick-up, 2WD, Red, 15k ...................................£5,950
05 FORD ....................£6,950
01 NISSAN Nevara, King Cab, 4x4, red, canopy, very clean ........................£2,950
05 TOYOTA Hilux Double cab 4wd, met silver, canopy .................................£6,450
KUBOTA 2,400 Compact Tractor, 4wd, HST cutting deck choice ................£3,450

Burnbank Street, Campbeltown, PA28 6JD. 
Tel: 01586 552772   Fax: 01586 551414   Mob: 07788923890
Email:  burnbank_garage@btconnect.com

BURNBANK GARAGE
Sales, Service, Parts & Accessories

USED CARS
06 Vauxhall Zafira 1.6 Active Blue ......................................................£6695
54 Vauxhall Zafira 1.6 Life Blue ..........................................................£4695
54 Vauxhall Zafira 2.0 Diesel Design Silver .........................................£4995
05 Vauxhall Meriva 1.6 Life Silver .......................................................£4488
04 Vauxhall Vectra 2.0 Diesel Club Blue ..............................................£3695
03 Peugeot 206 HDI 3 dr Blue ...........................................................£3295
02 Ford Focus 1.6 Dark Red................................................................£2895
52 Suzuki Swift 1.0 Silver ...................................................................£1395
S reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.7d 46,000 miles .............................................£1995
4x4
51 Vauxhall Brava Pick Up only 27,000 miles with Mountain Top ... £2895 + vat 
P reg Vauxhall Frontier 3 door, 2ltr, alloys and towbar, good MOT .........£995

COMMERCIALS

02 Vauxhall Movano 2.5 Maxi Roof L.W.B. ............................. £2995 + vat

04 Vauxhall Movano 2.5 M.W.B. High Roof (Facelift Model) £3995 + vat

54 Vauxhall Vivaro 1.9 S.W.B. Panel Van ................................ £5550 no vat

54 Vauxhall Vivaro 1.9 L.W.B. Crew Cab Van ........................... £6895 no vat

54 Vauxhall Vivaro 2.5 SWB High Roof Lots of room Beat the ferries £5995 + vat

06 Vauxhall Vivaro SWB Panel Van Genuine 1493 miles ........ £7695 + vat

TIPPER

03 Ford Transit Crew Cab LWB ................................................ £3450 + vat

£250 o.n.o.

TRAILER (BRADLEY INDESPENSION)
10ft  x  5ft 6ins - 6ft

*  Sound galvanized chassis
*  Oak bodywork

*  Brakes need attention 
& axle corrosion

  hence price

Telephone: 
01631 730256

£4450 o.n.o.

VOLKSWAGEN TRANSPORTER 1.9 TURBO DIESEL

 L reg, 1994, Leisure Drive, 2 berth, 
onboard water, cassette toilet, swivel 

seats, cooker and hob, 12 months mot, 
6 months road tax, high top, 90,000 
miles, v.g.c. for year.  Scarce vehicle 

good reason for sale

Telephone: 
07799 164311 

£3,500

HOBBY TOURING CARAVAN
4 Berth  2000

Very good condition

Telephone: 
07733 021318



Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.10 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16 per single column centi-

metre
Public Notices:

£10.25 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

Have a
CLEAROUT

and make some

CASH
NOW ONLINE

Advertise your 
unwanted items in either 

The Oban Times, 
Campbeltown Courier 

or Argyllshire Advertiser
your ad will also 
appear online at

Feeling the 
during the Credit Crunch?

Simply use the 
coupons on the

page or visit the 
website and input 
your details there

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

FREE for up to 25 words

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS  - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times
 (see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 

below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.

Or why not visit the website at 

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

• GLASS BALUSTRADING •PLUMBING & HEATING

• PEST CONTROL

MIDGEATER IS THE ANSWER

West Highland Gas Ltd
01631 564050
Online Ordering Soon

www.westhighlandgas.co.uk

•CARAVANS

• WINDOW BLINDS

CALUM SMITH
FLOORING

Let me bring the 
samples to you, and 

enjoy the convenience 
of choosing your 

flooring in the comfort 
of your own home

Free measuring 
and estimates

Tel 07833 565284
• CARPETS • VINYL 

• LAMINATE • REAL WOOD 
• FITTING • MEASURING 

• SUPPLYING

•FLOORING• COMPUTERS REPAIRS

HOOK
DATA

SERVICES
Hardware
 Software
 Advice
 Repairs

 Consumables
Call in or telephone:

01546
830157

 Crinan Harbour
by Lochgilphead

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson 

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631

562269
24-HOUR SERVICE

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners,
Builders

& Funeral 
Directors
Breadalbane
Street, Oban
Telephone

01631 562562
or

01631 562203

•JOINERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

• GARDENING SERVICES

and

Cutting

Wood Chipper 

Telephone 

07796593327
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‘What will you 
do then with 
Jesus who

 is called Christ?’

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

 BABY EQUIPMENT

mainly Next, some still 

boys or girls, various age 

 BICYCLES

2 Hamax Siesta rear 

 BUILDING / DIY

toughened, eight sheets, 

 CAR ACCESSORIES

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

 DOMESTIC PETS

 EQUESTRIAN

 FURNITURE

double on bottom, double 
mattress available, only 

 GARDEN

suit small garden, 

GREYHOUNDS

HEALTH AND FITNESS

 HIGHLAND DRESS

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

 HOME ENTERTAIN-
MENT

 HOME OFFICE

 LIVESTOCK

 LOST AND FOUND

MAIL ORDER

 MARINE 
ELECTRONICS

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

BOWLS BAG Ladies 

handles, hardly used, as 

Greenland design, glass 

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

 WANTED

PERSONAL

Happy 60th Maggie

Love Julie, Diane and 
John xx

Alan Morrison 

Happy
50th

Birthday
John

Love Morag, 
John, Amanda, 
Jamie, Jordan 
and Ashleigh

LOST GENTS 
RING

engagement ring made 
into gents ring, great 

sentimental value, lost 



THE
OBAN
TIMES

&
West Highland Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND 

ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the
best-selling weekly 

newspaper in the Highlands 
and is distributed via 1742 

newsagents every week
Editorial Director:
Joan P. Bennett

Group Managing Editor:
Stewart MacKenzie

Deputy Editor:
Graham Crawford

Chief Reporter:
Marian Miller

Head Office:
Oban 568000

Fax: Oban 568001
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Fax (01397) 702495
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The Oban Times

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

STOKES MEMORIALS
FRASER DOWNIE (MASTER SCULPTOR)

New and Traditional Hand Designed Memorials
Additional lettering, cleaning and renovations

Work carried out in any cemetery

FREE DELIVERY TO ALL ISLANDS
Free Advice and Estimates - Brochures by Request

312-314 Argyll Street, Dunoon
Tel/Fax: (01369) 702162

Serving Argyll, Highlands and Islands for over 30 years.

QPG

Pride

Quality
Guaranteed

Est 1973
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BIRTHS

DAWSON - To William and 
Line Dawson, on May 17, 
2009, at Bergen, a daughter 
Anna, a sister for Hans.
MACLEAN - To Colin and 
Lorna on April 6, 2009, at 
Dr Grays, Elgin, a daughter 
Libby Maya, a wee sister 
for Harris.
VAUGHAN - To Ian and 
Lynda (née Tollan) on April 
23, 2009, a daughter, Erin 
Margaret, a sister for Owen 
and Cerys.

MARRIAGES

DEATHS
CAMERON - Sarah, 
beloved wife of the late 
James A Cameron, passed 
away peacefully at home 
in Ben View, Acharacle 
on  May 6, 2009, after 
a long illness aged 93. 
Dearly loved mother of 
Allan, Duncan, Jackie, 
Morag, Alistair and the late 
Hamish. Also a much loved 
granny and great-granny. 
Funeral service was held 
in Acharacle on May 11, 
2009.
DONN - Peacefully at 
home, after a long illness, 
on May 19, 2009, aged 50 
years, James, a much loved 
husband, son, brother and 
uncle.  Will be sadly missed 
by all.
MACDONALD - Suddenly 
but peacefully in Ontario, 
Canada, on May 6, 2009, 
Margaret Campbell (Pake), 
aged 81 years, formerly of 
Loansern, Ballachulish, and 
Firrhill, Edinburgh. Loving 
wife of George MacDonald 
and dearly loved mother of 
the late Ronald MacKenzie, 
dear aunt of Colin, Billy, 
Anne, Alexander, Moira, 
Helen and Colin. Sadly 
missed by all.
MACDONALD - As a 
result of a tragic accident on 
May 11, 2009, Robert (Rab) 
aged 45 years, from Appin, 
beloved husband of Lorna, 
devoted dad to Aimie and 
Ross. Sorely missed by his 
family and friends. The 
funeral was held at Appin 
Parish Church on Monday, 
May 18. The family would 
like to thank everyone for 
their support at this sad 
time.
McDONALD - Peacefully 
at the Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Lochgilphead on May 14, 
2009, John McDonald, 
aged 84 years of Glenoran, 
Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, 
formerly of Gallichoille 

Farm, Tayvallich.  Beloved 
husband of Isa (née 
Sinclair) and loving father 
of John, Allan, David and 
Jane.  Dear grandfather 
and great-grandfather. 
Funeral service was held 
in Lochgilphead Parish 
Church on Wednesday, 
May 20, 2009, followed by 
interment at Achnabreac 
Cemetery.  Forever in our 
thoughts.
ROLLINSON - Gordon
Rollinson formerly of 
Ariogan House and Oban 
Zoo. Died suddenly on 
May 6, 2009 in Spain.  Ann 
Rollinson will remain in 
Spain among friends that 
he taught to love snakes as 
much as he did.   Contacts 
for Ann ring 01631 720446.
WEBSTER - Peacefully, at 
North Argyll House, Oban, 
on May 18, 2009, Catherine 
MacLean Webster, aged 
99 years, formerly of 
87 Lochnell Street, 
Lochgilphead, beloved wife 
of the late William Webster 
and the late John Carruthers 
and a dearly loved aunt. 
Funeral service will take 
place from the Church of 
Scotland, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban, on Friday, May 
22, 2009 at 11.00am, to 
which all family and friends 
are warmly invited. Family 

collection in aid of North 
Argyll House, Oban.  
WOODWARD - May
McArthur (née Matson)  
aged 84, passed away 
peacefully at The Mid 
Argyllshire Hospital on 
May 14, 2009, following an 
accident.  She leaves behind 
her husband Ian, their four 
sons and all the family. Her 
funeral service will be held 
at Cardross Crematorium on 
Tuesday, May 26, 2009 at 
11.30am. At May’s request, 

      ACKNOWLEDGE- 
MENTS

CAMERON - The family 
of Sarah Cameron would 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
their cards and expressions 
of sympathy following 
their sad loss. A special 
thanks to the Carers whose 
dedicated attention enabled 

years in her own home, to 
the staff at the Day Care 
Centre who provided long 
term care and attention to 
Sarah, to Crossroads for 
much appreciated respite 
for the family and to The 
Pines Medical Centre for 
medical care over the years.
The family would also like 
to express their sincere 
appreciation to John Fraser 
for his frequent comforting 
visits to Sarah over the 
years and for his uplifting 
service. Thanks also to 
Mike McFall and his team 
for their professional funeral 
arrangements and to Jill 
for her excellent catering.
Heartfelt thanks to church 
elders Ella and Marjory for 
guidance and for preparation 
of the village hall for the 
funeral and to Barbara and 
Margaret for the beautiful 
music during the service.
Thanks also to those who 
attended the funeral service 
and for their generous 
donations to Alzheimer 
Scotland which reached a 
total of £696.
CLARK - The family of 
the late Tommy Clark wish 
to thank most sincerely 
all family and friends for 
their valuable support 
and many expressions of 
sympathy at this sad time. 
Our grateful thanks also to 
Rev’s Nelson and Beaton 
for a moving service, to Mr 
McClymont and staff of 
Mull Funeral Services for 
services professionally and 
sensitively rendered and to 
Mr and Mrs Ralston, Salen 
Hotel, Mull for catering 
arrangements. Our heartfelt 
thanks to all.
DUNNINGS - The family 
of the late Frank Dunnings, 
5 Clunes, Achnacarry, 
would like to sincerely 
thank all family, friends and 
neighbours for their many 

and support since their sad 
loss.  Deep felt gratitude 
to Rev Dr R Corbett for 
his comforting service, 
Mike McFall for his caring 
funeral arrangements, the 
emergency services and 
staff of the medical ward 
for their unfailing attention, 
McDonald Bros Florists 
and the BA Club.  Special 
thanks to Dr J Shirley and 
all at Craig Nevis Surgery 
for their care over the years.  
Finally to all those who 
paid their last respects at 
the church and graveside 
donating generously to the 
Belford Hospital.
GIBB - Paul, Madge, 
Eileen, Jacki and Ian 
would like to thank all who 
attended the funeral of the 
late Sheila Gibb at St John’s 
Cathedral. Thanks also to 
The Very Revd Norman 
D MacCallum.   Special 
thanks to all the staff in 
Eader Glinn and Lorn Ward, 
Lochgilphead for their care 
and kindness.
MACDONALD - The
family of the late Donnie 
MacDonald would like to 
thank friends and neighbours 
for their kind words, 
cards and expressions of 
sympathy. A special thanks 

to the Ambulance Service, A 
and E Department and High 
Dependency Unit, Belford 
Hospital, thanks also to the 
Free Church, MacDonald 
Bros, Mike McFall, The Fire 
Brigade and the Railway 
Club. A total of £400 was 
collected at the church for 
the Belford Hospital A and 
E Department and High 
Dependency Unit.
MACLEAN - The family 
of the late Maisie Maclean 
wish to thank all friends 
and relatives for their 
kind assistance and for the 
many kind expressions of 
sympathy extended to us 
on the occasion of the loss 
of our mum. Our heartfelt 
gratitude is also extended 
to the staff of the Medical 
ward of Belford Hospital, 
Dr Arnott and all the staff 
of Tweeddale Medical 
Practice, the district 
nurses, Night Owls care 
service, Julie Corner the 
heart nurse, and the Marie 
Curie nurses. Thanks also 
to Rev and Mrs Donald 
MacQuarrie and to Mike 
McFall, Funeral Director. 
Thanks to those who 
donated to the collection 
for Marie Curie care, 
the total collected was 
£1042.36
MACPHERSON - Moira
MacPherson and family 
wish to thank all relatives 
and friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
received during their 
recent bereavement and to 
all those who attended the 
funeral service.  Sincere 
thanks to the Rev Dr 
Angus Morrison and the 
Rev Archie McPhail for 
the comforting service.  
Special thanks also to H 
Hoey and Sons for their 

funeral arrangements.
McAFFER - The family 
of the late John McAffer, 
would sincerely like to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the kind 

cards and letters following 
the sudden death of their 
uncle John. Special thanks 
to all doctors, nurses 
and paramedics at Islay 
Hospital for the care they 
gave John on his short stay 
there, thanks to Angela 
Stather, for her caring 
and comforting service, 
special thanks to Craig and 
Jean MacAffer and Donnie 
MacKinnon for all funeral 
arrangements, Iain Laurie 

Thompson for the music.  
Thanks also to the many 
who attended the church 

you to the White Hart for 
the purvey, the amount 
raised for Islay Hospital 
in memory of John was a 
total of £156.20.
TRYBIS - The family of 
the late Maimie Trybis 
would like to thank most 
sincerely all those who 
provided support and 
expressions of sympathy 
over the last few weeks.  
Special thanks to all staff 
at the Cruachan unit for 
their kind and thoughtful 
attention to Maimie, and 
the assistance extended to 
the family.  Thanks also 
to everybody who took 
part in the church service, 
to Hamish Hoey for the 
funeral arrangements and 
the Wide Mouthed Frog for 
the excellent food (which 
so many of you missed!).

IN MEMORIAM
CAMPBELL - Treasured 
memories of our dear dad 
and granddad Alisdair who 
died on May 18, 1988. 
Time passes, memories stay
Quietly remembered every 
day.
- Lorne and Kathie and 
Alisdair and Christine.
Loved always.
- Kirsteen and Harry.
CARMICHAEL - 
Remembering with love 
a dear mum, mum-in-law, 
gran and great-gran, Isa, 
who died May 18, 2005. 
May comes with deep 
regret
Bringing a day we will 
never forget
Deep in our hearts you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Your loving family, home 
and abroad.
CHILDS - Treasured 
memories of my husband 
Larry, died May 26, 2002.
So suddenly you left me
My heart was torn in two

heartache
The other died with you
Love always.
-Margaret x.
CRAWFORD - Treasured 
memories of a beloved 
mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother, Seonaid 
Crawford, who died on May 
25, 2005.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Ailsa, Billy, Paul, Gayle, 
Charis, Blair and Vicky.
DEVINE - In loving 
memory of Jessie Agnes 
(née MacNeil), who died 
on May 22, 2004, a loving 
mother, mother-in-law and 
granny.
- Kevin, Margaret and the 
girls.
GREEN - In loving memory 
of Ian (The Adder), who 
died May 21, 2008, a much 
loved brother and uncle.
- Sorely missed by us all.

MACCALLUM - Fond 
memories of our dear 
parents, mum, Agnes, died 
April 17, 1998 and dad, 
Willie, died May 16, 2007.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- David, Donald and 
families.
MACCOLL - Cherished  
memories of a beloved 
husband and dad, Donald, 
who passed away May 25, 
2007.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Flora and Ewen.
MACCORMICK - In 
loving memory of a dear 
son and brother, Iain, who 
died so tragically on May 
24, 1990. Also remembering 
my dear husband and our 
father, Dugie, who died 
December 2,1968.
Lovingly remembered.
- Inserted by loving mother 
and wife, Morag and family.
MACDOUGALL - In loving 
memory of our parents, 
Kenneth MacDougall, who 
died  May 25, 1999, and 
Flora MacDonald, who died 
November  14, 1977.
- Very sadly missed by 
Carol, Barbara, Ruth and 
families, Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen.
MACINNES - Loving
memories of our parents, 
grandparents and great-
grandparents, Charlotte, 
died May 21, 2008 and 
Hugh, died April 16, 1993.
Remembered always.
- By all the family.
MACKINNON - Precious 
memories of my dear 
mother, mother-in-law and 
nana, Duncanina, who sadly 
passed away on May 20, 
2007.  Also remembering 
with love my father and 
our grandfather Hugh who 
passed away April 6, 1985.
The hardest thing in life to 
bear
Is to want your mum and 
she’s not there
Sorry mum that I still weep
For you I longed to love and 
keep
Your memory is my keepsake
With which I’ll never part
God has you in his keeping
I have you in my heart.
- Your loving daughter 
Elizabeth and son-in-law Iain.
The years may come
The years may go
We could never forget
How we loved you so
With each day
We remember anew
Those precious years
We spent with you.
- Love Iona and Ewan xx.
MACKINNON - Loving 
memories of dear Auntie 
Dunkie who died May 20, 
2007.
Sadly missed along life’s way 
Quietly remembered every 
day.
- The Omand Family 
Tiree,Renfrew and Lewis.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of our dear father, 
grandfather and great-
grandfather, John Keith 
MacLean (Jonaks), who 
died on May 27, 1996. 
- Love from Ronald and 
family and all the family, 
Soroba Farm.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of a dear husband, 
father and grandfather, 
Calum, who died May 19, 
1984, also a dear mother-
in-law and granny, Mary 
Bryce, who died February 
11, 1977, also remembering 
loved ones gone before and 
since.
Time passes memories stay
As near and dear as yesterday.
- Annag and family.
MACLENNAN -  Treasured 
memories of a dear mother, 
mother-in-law, grandmother 
and great-grandmother, 
Margaret (Mena),  who died 
on May 17, 1989.  Also 
remembering a dear twin sister 
Margaret Ann (Annie) who 
died on October 16, 2000.
Deep in our hearts you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Morag, Donald and all the 
family.
MACQUARRIE - In loving 
memory of a dear father 
and father-in-law Donald 
John, who died at Ormsaig, 
Locheport, May 21, 1989, 
also remembering a dear 
mum and mother-in-law 
Agnes who died December 
14, 2008, and cousin Simon 
who died May 21, 1995.
No longer in our lives to share
But in our hearts you are 
always there.
- Inserted by their loving 
daughter Ann and son-in-
law Cameron, Erskine.
MUNRO - In fond and 
loving memory of our 
dear friend and relative 
Donnie (Donald John, Port 
Charlotte), who passed 
away May 22, 2008, also all 
loved ones gone before.
Memories have such lovely 
ways
Of bringing back our 
yesterdays
The tides of life

But the gates of memory
Never close.
- Margaret and family and 
friends, Fort William.
NICOLSON - In loving 
memory of our dear father 
and grandfather Donald, 
who died May 22, 1980, 
also remembering our 
dear brothers and uncles 
Joseph (Joe), who died 
April 30, 1987, and Alister, 
accidentally drowned 
September 16, 1965.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Sadly missed by all the 
family.

WILSON - Precious
memories of my dearly 
loved and devoted husband, 
George, who passed away 
on May 25, 2003.
R.I.P.
The years we shared 
together
The happy times we knew
Are lived again so often
In my memories of you
Of all the gifts in life
However great or small
To have you as my husband
Was the greatest gift of all
So rest in peace dear loved 
one
And thanks for all you’ve 
done
I pray that God has given 
you
The crown you’ve truly 
won.
Loved and remembered 
every day.

13 Lorn Avenue, Dunollie, 
Oban.
WILSON - In loving 
memory of my dear father, 
George, who passed away 
on May 25, 2003.
R.I.P.
I did not know that morning
The sorrow that day would 
bring
When a heart of gold 
stopped beating
And I could not do a thing.
I miss you dad and always 
will.
- Your loving daughter, 
Sheena.
WILSON - Fond memories 
of a dear brother-in-law, 
George Wilson, who passed 
away on May 25, 2003.
God saw you were so tired
A cure was not to be
He put his arms around you
And whispered come with 
me.
- Flora, Glasgow.

CHURCH NOTICES

CAMPBELL
Neil and Claire (née 

MacMillan) are delighted 
to announce the safe 

arrival of their daughter 
Jennifer Mary on May 1, 
2009.  A little sister for 

Andrew, a granddaughter 
for Dochan and Moira, 

Kenny and Susan, 
Kinlochleven.  Thanks to 
all staff at Oban and RAH 

Maternity.

MACKECHNIE - 
FRASER

On Saturday, May 16, 2009, 
at McCaig’s Tower, Oban, 
Brian, younger son of Ian 

and Catherine MacKechnie 
to Andrea, youngest daughter 
of Iain and Catherine Fraser, 

Oban. The ceremony was 
conducted by Catherine 

MacKechnie, mother of the 
bridegroom.

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Thursday 21 May 2009

Ascension Day
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Eucharist ............. 19.30

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........11.00
Sunday 24 May 2009

Sunday after Ascension
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist ............. 10.15
Sunday School and Crèche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish,
Cladich

Holy Eucharist ..........11.00
St Columba, Gruline, 

Mull
Holy Eucharist ..........11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ..........08.00
Evensong ..................20.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 24 May 2009
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday 24th May
Skippinish Ceilidh 

House
10am

All Welcome
Telephone

07876 735 794
www.lorncf.org.uk

OBAN ELIM
Pentecostal

Church
Worship Meeting
Saturdays 6.00pm

Guide Hall
Soroba Road

Oban
01631 570485

Everybody Welcome

CHARITY DONATIONS

MEMORIALS

A FORMER RAF pilot, 

to play in a cup-winning 
shinty team, has died in 
hospital in Eastbourne, 
aged 75.

Former Oban High 
School pupil Donald 
Ferguson was a Glasgow 
Celtic Society Cup 
winner with Oban Lorne 
shinty team in 1955.

The pilot was based in 
Cambridge but would 

missions to get a game.   
In an interview with 

Lorn Life magazine last 
year, Mr Ferguson said: 
‘I joined the RAF in 
September 1951 and went 
straight into my training 

years I didn’t have time 
to play shinty. 

‘But by the time I 

I came back on a number 
of occasions to play 

Robert McMillan’s family gathered recently at the Soroba House Hotel, Oban, to help 
him celebrate his 90th birthday. Twenty-nine members of his family, including children, 

grandchildren and great grandchildren made the journey from all four corners of Scotland 
to wish Robert, from Barcaldine, well.

The Reverend Syd 
Graham has retired 
from his charge as 
minister of Iona, 

and the Ross of Mull 
where he has served 

Syd and his wife 
Edna have moved to 

Perthshire where they 
plan to enjoy their 

retirement. 

The late Donald Ferguson pictured in Croft 
Avenue, Oban, in the 1950s, after joining the 

RAF. 

I AM NEW to this part of the world, 
having arrived in August, so am still on 
a learning curve.

One thing, however, stands out at 
both Appin and Lismore; the real sense 
of community.  People are accepted as 
they are, problems are dealt with or 
lived with, pain and joy are shared and 
there is a sense of being one with each 
other.

Next week the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland meets and as 
has been well reported in the press it 
has major decisions to make about who 
can minister.

The decisions it makes will reveal the 
nature of it as a community. Will it be a 
closed community, governed by law and 
obedience and discipline, or will it be 
an open community, one of acceptance 

and freedom governed only by love? If 
it is the former then it will have little 
or nothing to say to our society. If it is 
the latter then it has much to say about 
the value of the individual, about self 
worth and dignity, about opportunity 
and the possibility of the future, about 
the Eternal Spirit and Eternity.

This Jesus who founded the Church 
was so open in his approach to men 
and women, so accepting of them as 
the people they were that the narrow 

his death came the realisation that law 
cannot control love.

Love is open, love is free and love is 
costly, very costly.
Rev Dr Roderick D M Campbell, 
Appin and Lismore.

Thought for the Week

Family gathers to celebrate 90th birthday

THE FORMER owner of Oban 
Zoological World on the outskirts of 
Oban has died suddenly at his home in 
Spain.

Gordon Rollinson ran the zoo at 
Ariogan Cottage from 2001 to 2005, 
when he and his wife Ann moved to 
Spain.

Gordon, who worked at The Oban 
Times for many years until 2000, 
was well-known for his work with 
monkeys, especially marmosets and 
tamarins, and other animals.

He will be remembered by many 
in Oban for helping children and 
adults overcome their fear of snakes 
by introducing him to his collection, 
especially Linda the 9ft python.

He continued his work to improve 
the understanding of snakes while in 

Spain. Gordon and Ann opened their 
collection of 17-plus years to the public 
initially as a one-off fund-raiser for a 
local charity but such was the interest 
shown that they decided to do it on a 
more permanent basis.

Zoos
They were involved with many other 

zoos on the European Endangered 
Species Captive Breeding Programme, 
breeding endangered species from 
threatened environments.

Gordon was one of the most successful 
breeders of pygmy marmosets and was 
only the third person to hand rear them 

their parents. 
Ann, who worked at Tesco in Oban, 

is remaining in Spain where she and 
Gordon made many friends.

The Rev 
Syd Graham 
retires

and visit home in Croft 
Avenue. 

Duxford in Cambridge 
on a training mission 
and, instead of heading 
straight back to base, 
I would make sure we 
went to Scotland and 
when we landed I would 
get to the game, any way 
I could.’

This unique way of 
travelling to games once 
caused an equally unique 
injury for the shinty 
player. 

Plane
During one game he 

took a nasty knock to 
his knee and, as he was 

knee expanded because 
his training plane wasn’t 
pressurised.

Born in Craignure on 
Mull, Mr Ferguson latterly 
lived in Eastbourne with 
his wife Pat, but has fond 
memories of Argyll. 

His ashes will be 
brought to rest on Mull 
in August.

His father, John 
Ferguson, was an 
electrician in Oban and 
on Mull for a number 
of years and his brother 
Alistair still lives in Oban 
with his wife Catherine.

Mr Ferguson died on 
April 6 after losing a long 
battle with cancer.

Obituary: Donald
Ferguson

Iona bash cancelled
A BEACH party on the island of Iona has become a 
victim of its own success.

The annual beach party held in July on the Hebridean 
island has been cancelled because the summer bash 
had grown too big for organisers. It is understood 
that pressures to meet a growing number of health 
and safety requirements, including the hiring of 

has been cancelled.
David Galloway, a musician who headlined at last 

year’s gig said: ‘It is really sad that this event has had 
to be cancelled. Not only was it a great night but it 
raised a lot of money for charity.’

Cathedral date for choir
A NORWEGIAN ladies choir is to sing in St John’s 
Cathedral, Oban, this Saturday.

Cordis Vocalis will perform a selection of 
Norwegian folk songs and a selection of choral 
music. Entry is free.

Obituary: Gordon Rollinson



Formerly the Bell Lawrie Scottish Series and now known as the Brewin Dolphin Series, 
the investment manager has been the title sponsor of the competition for nine years. 
Organised by the Clyde Cruising Club along with Tarbert Enterprise Company and 
Tarbert Harbour Authority and supported by EventScotland, the event offers racing for 
15 classes on three different race courses and regularly attracts between 150 and 180 
boats.
Classes range across five IRC divisions, CYCA classes 6-10, a Sigma 33 class, 
Sonatas, RS Elites and Sportsboats. The National Sigma Championships will also be 
held as part of the event. The Scottish Round the Island Race looks set to be popular 
amongst the CYCA fleet again this year.  Pre-regatta Tarbert inbound races from Bangor 
in Northern Ireland on Wednesday May 20 and Inverkip on May 21 bring boats north 
to Tarbert to enjoy not only extremely competitive racing but an array of après sail 
activities.

SAILORS are gearing up 
for what promises to be a 
sparkling Brewin Dolphin 
Scottish Series at Tarbert over 
the Bank Holiday weekend of 
May 22nd-25th 2009.

The annual influx of 
competitors, visitors and 
boats for Scotland’s largest 
yachting event makes it one 
of the busiest weekends of 
the year for the village. 

Onshore Activities

Steve Bleasby who runs the Loch Fyne Gallery is part of the onshore co-ordinating 
team of Tarbert Enterprise Company that work all year round to ensure the four-day 
event goes off smoothly. He said the varied range of onshore events organised would 
appeal to everyone. He said: ‘The big change this year is there is no entertainment 
marquee on the pier. We are taking advantage of the newly refurbished Village Hall 
which is a great asset to the community for entertainment and hospitality. We feel the 
event will be different from last year but more successful and with the entire infrastruc-
ture in place from Tarbert Harbour Authority, more user-friendly for all ages.’ 
Tarbert Enterprise Company includes chairman John Hardie, Scott Woods and Colin 
Hunter as well as a host of other volunteers including Tarbert Loch Fyne Yacht Club 
who traditionally provide a breakfasts and burger bar for the fleet.
Onshore highlights this year include top bands playing in the Village Hall as well as 
the popular fleet parties allowing competitors to get together and discuss the day’s 
racing. There is plenty to attract non-sailors to Tarbert with dancing competitions, face 
painting, games and the stirring sound of Campbeltown Pipe Band playing on Saturday. 
A magnificent fireworks display to music from Bruces’s castle will round off events 
on Saturday evening and there is a full day of fun throughout Sunday with a stunning 
aerobatic display at 6pm. Add to this a football tournament, more piping from the Mid 
Argyll Pipe Band and open air music and Tarbert will be one of the hottest places to be 
over the Bank holiday weekend.

Sponsors play pivotal role

Sponsors play a pivotal role in the running of the event, offering a range of support 
from the racing itself to the provision of shore-side entertainment.
Along with the headline sponsor Brewin Dolphin, courses are being sponsored by Lud-
don Construction and Tunnocks. In addition Glasgow Council, Terberg DTS, Highland 
Spring, GSS Plant, Raynet, Talisker, Tarbert Enterprise Company, Tarbert Harbour 
Authority, Argyll & Bute Council and Crown Estates are all supporting partners as is 
EventScotland. And New Zealand’s technical marine clothing manufacturer Line 7 is 
also coming in to support the Brewin Dolphin Scottish Series donating prizes each day.
Jeremy Glen, Event chairman of Clyde Cruising Club, said: ‘We would like to thank 
the sponsors for their continued sponsorship of the Brewin Dolphin Scottish Series.  It 
is encouraging to see so many companies have remained committed to supporting 
the event in this challenging economic climate. Sponsors play a key role in facilitating 
all aspects of the event, for competitors and spectators alike and ensure the Scottish 
Series continues to thrive.’

The history

That first 1975 series started with a 200-mile race round the Mull of 
Kintyre via Belfast Lough to Crinan. After the second leg of the Tober-
mory Race in company with the rest of the CCC, the fleet had three 
Olympic triangle races in increasingly strong winds in the area north 
of Tobermory. The first winner of the Tomatin Trophy was Kavala II, a 
Nicholson 30 from Bangor in Northern Ireland. 
Nick said: ‘There is no doubt that the regatta has become more 
competitive. The boats are bigger and so you need the firepower to 
win and so it is perhaps harder for the ordinary club sailor to win, but 
its great fun.’

The competition

Over 150 yachts have already signed up, including past winner and local man Ruairidh 
Scott who campaigns a Melges 20, the new small Melges sports boat. Ruaridh is now 
a professional sailor and has been racing on the international Melges 32 circuit and on 
the Audi circuit in Europe. Argyll’s Ian Cleaver with his Melges 24 Clapped Out Toyboy 
will also give contenders a run for their money in Sportsboat Class 1.  This year has 
certainly seen a resurgence in the Sportsboat and one design classes. 
Oban duo Billy and Steven Forteith race their Beneteau 31.7 Shadowfax with the usual 
strong team aboard including Chris Owen and they campaign for a class win in IRC 5. 
It’s been last minute for Shadowfax with a new mast from France just fitted. Peter Watt 
from Glencoe Boat Club brings his expertise aboard Keith Lord’s A’Crewed Interest. as 
does Steve Goacher, pass SS winner.  Chris Cooper also from Glencoe, races with An-
gus Stevenson of Oban on Alan Hogg’s Argie Bargie. Ken Grant of Lochaber races Tigh 
Soluis II in IRC 3 after a good season last year.  Former class winner John ‘Bodach’ 
MacKenzie brings his Westerly Typhoon Stoirm Mhor all the way from Skye to compete 
in CYCA Class 6 and he’ll be racing against long time SS campaigner Brian Robertson 
of Ardrishaig with his X332 Celtic Spirit. In CYCA 7 Joey Gough will race his First 32s5 
Tangle o’the Isles. Gough’s Oban based boat is a former class winner. Also a regular in 
this class at the Brewin Dolphin series is course sponsor Boyd Tunnock, famed for his 
tea cakes and caramel wafers. Twig Olsen from Dunstaffnage Yacht Marina is racing 
the new Salona 34 Pinot Grigio for the first time and hopes to get some good results 
with a local Argyll crew.  And David Walter with his Finngulf 33 Finesse from Oban 
Sailing Club is sailing restricted sail in CYCA Class 10.
Most of the usual names are back. Past overall series winner Jonathan Anderson takes 
on IRC 1 in Playing FTSE, his First 47.7. Competition will be keen from Alan Hogg’s 
Argie Bargie, the Mills King 40 winner who pipped Anderson to the post in the IRC Ice-
breaker Regatta. Seasoned campaigner John Corson looks to be in Class 2 alongside 
the Aitken’s with their new Elan 380 Animal. Chris Bonar returns with Bataleur 97.
Cork’s Anthony O’Leary, winner of the 2004 and 2006 Series overall returns to compete 
for the seventh year hoping to regain the overall Brewin Dolphin trophy with his boat ‘ANTIX 
beag’. O’Leary said: ‘The Scottish Series is a fantastic sailing competition in a magnificent 
location, that’s why I have participated for the last seven years. The waters are challeng-
ing which makes this competition very exciting. It’s a fantastic weekend event and when 
you come off the water from a great day’s sailing you can relax and soak up the shoreside 
entertainment. As you’d expect, the Scottish hospitality is second to none.’
And the overall winner back in 1975, Rhu based Clyde yacht broker Nick Stratton 
returns to Tarbert and the waters of Loch Fyne to race a French built A31, Neat Djinn. 
The brand new 31 footer helmed by son Myles which has already won its class at 
France’s prestigious Spi Ouest Regatta. Nick maintains his remarkable record of sail-
ing at every Scottish Series since it first started in 1975. In 1977 he won the overall 
Trophy with Hydro Djinn when he and his crew became the first in history to complete 
a perfect scoreline, winning all of their races in their series. 

Ambassador Shirley Robertson

Double yachting Olympic gold medallist Shirley Robertson OBE will be in Tarbert acting 
as Ambassador for the event both sailing and actively promoting the Series. Howard 
Morrison, commodore of the Clyde Cruising Club said: ‘We are delighted to be working 
with Shirley for the 2009 event.  We hope this will encourage more people to take part 
in the event and to take up sailing.’
Keen yachtsman and chairman of Brewin Dolphin, Jamie Matheson, said: ‘Now in 
our tenth year as sponsors, we remain committed to supporting sailing in Scotland.  
Through our sponsorship we continue to work with Clyde Cruising Club to broaden the 
appeal of the sport and hope that Scotland can continue to produce world class sailors 
like Shirley.   Shirley Robertson OBE added: ‘I sailed in the Brewin Dolphin Scottish 
Series a few years ago and it was a memorable experience – the landscape is stunning 
and there is such warm hospitality.   It’s a great start to the season and I love the op-
portunity to sail in Scotland.  I’m delighted to be involved this year and am sure it will 
be another exciting event.’

New pontoons at Tarbert

The Brewin Dolphin fleet will enjoy the recently opened new pontoons providing an 
additional 90 individual finger berths and the replacement of a 100m section of old 
pontoon, allowing even more yachts to moor at the harbour.  The development marks 
the first phase of an ambitious plan by the Harbour Authority to provide much needed 
improvements to the existing facilities. It is an investment valued at around £700,000 
which is sure to pay off in terms of increasing visitors to, what is often described as, 
the best sailing waters in the world. Alan Macdonald, Chairman of the Board of Trus-
tees for Tarbert Harbour said:  ‘The new pontoons and replacement section have come 
about as a result of the Harbour Authority entering into a financial agreement with the 
Crown Estate on a sound commercial basis.  It is hoped that this partnership approach 
will progress in the future to allow further shoreside facilities to be provided.’
Tarbert Village Hall has also benefited from an extensive refurbishment which will 
provide first class facilities for the array of social activities planned for the bank holiday 
weekend.

Sigma 33 National Championships

The Class National Championships for the Sigma 33 Class are being contested for the first 
time at Tarbert and the quest for the title adds an exciting dimension to the Brewin Dolphin 
Scottish Series. Entries are moving towards the 20 boat mark. Top names from the strong 
fleets in Ireland are entered while there is real demand from Sigma 33 crews in the south 
of England looking to charter competitive Clyde based boats for the series. Among the 
favourites to win the title is Dublin Bay’s Tim Goodbody who won the Class Championship 
last year on White Mischief. The Royal Irish YC owner-skipper is no stranger to Loch Fyne. 
Goodbody has raced twice in the class at Tarbert but has yet to win, finishing second in 
2006 and eighth in 2001.  The Clyde’s Donald McLaren has won the class at the Scottish 
Series for the last two consecutive years and has vast experience in the class, having 
campaigned Sigmatic since 1991. Scott Chalmers, a Clyde regular in the class but who has 
yet to win in Tarbert will also be a serious contender.

Onshore Activities

Friday 22 May
• Random Strangers – music in Tarbert Hall (10pm – 1am)
• Luddon Fleet Party – Tarbert Village Hall (5.30pm – 7pm)

Saturday 23 May
• Argyll Dancing Competition – Tarbert Village Hall (10.30am - 4.30pm)
• Topper Challenge, rowing races etc – Tarbert Loch Fyne Yacht 
Club, The Harbour (4pm - 6pm)
• ‘Funky Chicken’ face painting, magic, games etc – Bruce’s Castle/
Fish Quay (1pm – 5pm)
• Tunnock Fleet Party – Tarbert village Hall (5.30pm – 7pm)
• Campbeltown Pipe band -  Front Street (8pm)
• The Vagabonds – music at Tarbert Village Hall (9.30pm – 10.30pm)
• Fireworks display – Bruce’s Castle (10.45pm)
• The Vagabonds – music at Tarbert Village Hall (11pm -1am)

Sunday 24 May
• Funky Chicken’ face painting, magic, games etc – Bruce’s Castle/
Fish Quay (1pm – 4pm)
• Shenanigans & Bill Watson + ex Big Country & Danny Caroll 
– Bruce’s Castle/Fish Quay (4.30pm-6pm)
• Aerobatic display (6pm)
• Shenanigans & Bill Watson + ex Big Country & Danny Caroll 
– Bruce’s Castle/Fish Quay (10pm-1am)
• Mid Argyll Pipe Band – Front Street (7pm)
• CCC Fleet Party – Tarbert Village Hall (5.30pm-7pm)

Saturday/Sunday
• 7 a-side football tournament – The New Astro pitch (5pm each day)
• Stramash – have a go at sailing a dinghy – all day, each day – The 
Harbour

Alexandra
Interiors

Curtain Makers
Boat Interiors………..

Restyle / Repairs

Call for more information
07858 500169

www.alexandrainteriors.com

The Trustees, Harbour 
Master and Staff 

wish all competitors 
an enjoyable and 

safe Brewin Dolphin 
Scottish Series.

Tel: 01880 820344
tartbertharbour@btconnect.com

The Directors of Tarbert Enterprise 
Company, TEC, extend a warm 

Tarbert welcome to all competitors 
and visitors.  Have a “braw” time 

on and off the water.
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Leagues

Premier Division

North Division 1

North Division 2

North Division 3

South Division 2

South Division 1

Shinty

Fort William 
Kingussie
Oban Camanachd
Kyles Athletic
Newtonmore
Lochaber
Glenurquhart
Bute
Inveraray
Glenorchy

Skye
Kilmallie
Strathglass
Lovat
Caberfeidh
Kinlochshiel
Beauly
Inverness
Lochcarron

Glenurquhart
Fort William 
Lovat
Kingussie
Glengarry
Kilmallie
Skye
Newtonmore
Caberfeidh
Kinlochshiel

Lochside Rovers
GMA 
Inveraray
Oban Celtic
Ballachulish
Kilmory
Tayforth

Strachur
Kyles Athletic
Taynuilt 
Col Glen
GMA
Aberdour
Bute
Glenorchy
Ballachulish

Aberdeen Uni
Lochaber
Beauly
Lochaber
Boleskine
Strathglass
Inverness
Lochcarron
Ardnamurchan
Kincraig

Shinty
fixtures

Shinty

Results
Scottish Hydro Electric Camanachd Cup;
Kyles Ath 1 Newtonmore 1 (Kyles won 3-2 on 
penalties),  Fort William 5 Kilmallie 3, Oban 
Camanachd 2 Lochaber 0
MacPhee and Partners Macaulay Cup;
Glenurquhart 2 Lovat 1, Glenorchy 6 Kilmory 
3
Sutherland Cup; Kyles Ath 7 Kinlochshiel 1
Marine Harvest Premier Division; Inveraray 
2 Kingussie 4
North Division One; Kinlochshiel 1 Skye 2, 
Inverness 0 Caberfeidh 1 
North Division Two; Newtonmore 1 
Glenurquhart 6, Lovat 1 Fort William 4, 
Caberfeidh 2 Kingussie 4,  Skye 3 Kilmallie 2
North Division Three; Strathglass 9 Inverness 
1, Lochbroom 9 Ardnamurchan 2, Beauly 9 
Lochaber 0, Kincraig 3 Aberdeen Uni 3
South Division One; Inveraray 3 Lochside Rvs 
5,  Ballachulish 2 Oban Celtic 2 
South Division Two; Glasgow MA 6 Col Glen 1, 
Strachur 2 Glenorchy 0, Taynuilt P Ballachulish 
P (walkover to Taynuilt), Bute 4 Aberdour 2

6  4 1 1  12-7    9
6  3 2 1  19-12  8
5  3 1 1  10-7    7
6  3 1 2  15-14  7
4  1 3 0   9-4     5
5  2 1 2   7-10   5
7  2 1 4   9-15   5
3  1 1 1   4-5     3
7  1 1 5   9-16   3
5  0 2 3   5-9     2 

6  4 1 1  15-8    9
4  3 0 1  14-11  6
4  2 0 2  12-5    4
4  1 2 1    6-4    4
4  2 0 2    6-8    4
3  1 1 1    5-4    3
4  1 1 2    4-8    3
6  1 1 4    2-15  3
1  0 0 1    0-1    0

5  5 0 0  20-8   10
3  2 0 1    8-3    4
4  2 0 2  12-14  4
2  1 1 0    4-3    3
4  1 1 2  10-10  3
4  1 0 3    5-11  2
4  0 0 4    6-16 -2

8  7 1 0  30-8   15
7  6 0 1  31-9   12
9  5 0 4  25-16 10
8  5 0 3  20-16 10
7  2 2 3  14-12  6
6  3 0 3    9-17  6
7  2 1 4  15-22  5
7  2 0 5  11-20  4
5  0 0 5   7-23   0
4  0 0 4   5-24   0 

8  5 1 2  15-6   11
5  4 0 1  11-4    8
3  3 0 0  13-6    6
6  2 1 3  11-16  5
5  2 1 2  11-17  5
5  2 0 3  18-11  4
6  2 0 4  11-14  4
4  1 1 2    5-5    3
4  0 0 4    2-18  0

9  7 1 1  29-7   15
7  5 1 1  25-7   11
8  5 0 3  24-8   10
8  5 0 3  27-18 10
9  4 1 4  19-16  9
7  4 0 3  26-18  8
6  2 0 4  12-19  4
5  2 0 3    5-17  4
7  1 0 6    6-34  2
8  0 1 7  10-39  1 

Saturday, May 23
(All throw-ups 2.30pm 
unless stated)

Marine Harvest
Premier Division
Glenurquhart v Glenorchy 
D MacRae 
Lochaber v Inveraray 
R Campbell 

North Division One
Kilmallie v Inverness 
J Sloggie 
Caberfeidh v Skye 
C Duff 
Kinlochshiel v Beauly 
I Wood 

North Division Two
Skye v Glenurquhart 
G Cameron 

North Division Three
Inverness v Ardnamurchan 
E MacRae 

South Division One
Lochside Rvs v Tayforth 
D Cameron 
Ballachulish v Kilmory 
T McDonald 
Glasgow MA v Oban Celtic 
C MacDonald 

South Division Two
Col Glen v Glenorchy 
E Pearson 

MacTavish Cup
Newtonmore v Fort William 
B Wotherspoon 
Lovat v Kingussie 
R Kennedy 

Glasgow Celtic Society 
Cup
Oban v Kyles Athletic 
D Mitchell 

Scottish Hydro Electric 
Camanachd Cup
Bute v Lochcarron 
D Kerr 

Strathdearn Cup
Lochaber v Lochcarron 
C Young (11.30am)
Kinlochshiel v Lovat 
I Wood (12noon)
Caberfeidh v Fort William 
JA Gillies (12noon)
Boleskine v Kilmallie 
R Ross 
Aberdeen Uni v Glengarry 
L Skuodas 
Lochbroom v Kingussie 
R MacLennan 
Beauly v Kincraig 
D Cameron 
Strathglass v Newtonmore 
G Irving 

Bullough Cup
Ballachulish v Inveraray 
W Anderson (12noon)
Strachur v Taynuilt 
J Innes 
Bute v Glasgow MA 
G O’Rourke 
The Scots v Aberdour 
(at Inveraray)

KYLES Athletic and Oban 
Camanachd will now 
meet again in a major cup 
competition this season after 
both came through their 
respective Camanachd Cup 
ties last Saturday.

Oban Camanachd and 
Lochaber were very evenly 
matched over the opening 

Stadium, however, two Scott 
MacMillan goals within two 
minutes immediately after 
the restart booked the home 
team’s place in the next 
round.

At Tighnabruaich, Duncan 
Kerr gave Kyles a dream start 
with a goal in the opening 
minute against Newtonmore, 
however David Cheyne 
rolled home an equaliser two 
minutes later and the balance 
of the 90 minutes was a 
scrappy and untidy affair 
not enhanced by erratic and 
inconsistent refereeing. 

Both goalkeepers saw 
relatively little of the ball but 
both produced outstanding 
saves when it mattered – 
Kenny MacDonald halting a 
goal-bound Glen Mackintosh 
shot at one end; Michael 

from Grant Irvine around the 
post at the other end. 

A young Kyles team 

Shinty
Camanachd Cup
Oban 2 Lochaber 0

Fort William 5 Kilmallie 3
Kyles 1 Newtonmore 1 
(Kyles win on penalties)

Oban Camanachd’s Ian ‘Scally’ MacMillan tangles with Lochaber’s Donald MacRae during the 2-0 win against Lochaber on 
Saturday in the Camanachd Cup. 

Athletic on course for another meeting with Oban Camanachd in major competitions

dominated much of the second-
half but squandered two great 
chances when an empty net 
beckoned.

Newtonmore full-back John 
MacKenzie was red-carded in 
the 83rd minute but the visitors 
held out throughout extra-time to 

take the cup tie into penalties.
MacDonald stopped Norman 

Kyles a 3-2 penalty win.
At Fort William the home 

side went ahead against near 
neighbours Kilmallie through 
Gordie MacKinnon’s 25th minute 

goal but then found themselves 
2-1 down after John Stewart 
struck twice in the 27th and 32nd

minutes in an entertaining and 
competitive cup tie. 

Bryan Simpson drew the teams 
level again on the stroke of half-
time before Gary Innes scored 

twice within two minutes at the 
start of the second period to put 
cup holders Fort William in the 
driving seat. Despite Michael 

Kilmallie Bryan Simspon struck 
again to earn the Fort a quarter 

Taynuilt host primary sixes
ers tussling for the ball at the Taynuilt local primary sixes tournament 

on Sunday. 

while Lochnell managed to win the B-league title in the competition 
organised by the Taynuilt club.

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£700

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
 The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 
until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
 If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
 The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
 In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
 The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
 Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are: 
M Fletcher, Creran Gardens, Oban and A MacDonald, Craigard Road, Oban

FORMER Glenorchy player 
David Smith may reconsider 
his return to the sport after 
a horrendous accident in a 
recent game at Kincraig left 
him with a shattered shinty 
stick embedded in his arm.

The 43-year old was 
playing for Glasgow Mid 
Argyll in a recent Sutherland 
Cup tie when a caman 

Kyles maintain cup dream 
after penalty shoot out

A HAT-TRICK from Kieran 
McKay plus goals from Des 
McNulty, John Surtain and 
Stuart Scott took Glenorchy 
into the second round of this 
season’s Macaulay Cup after 
a 6-3 victory over South 
Division One side Kilmory 
at Dalmally.

In an open cup tie Kilmory 
found the net through 
Steven Gilmour, Andrew 
Cunningham and David 
McAllister.

Premier Division
Inveraray 2 Kingussie 4

IN THE only Premier 
division tie to be scheduled 
last weekend, Inveraray 
missed the chance to climb 
the table when they went 
down by four goals to two at 
home to Kingussie.

Two goals from Gary 
MacPherson and David 
Robertson for Inveraray were 
not enough to overcome the 
visitors.

Ronald Ross powered 
his way towards his 1,000th

career goal when he struck 
three times for Kingussie. 

Louise  Munro scored 
Kingussie’s fourth.

Inveraray
miss chance 
to climb table 

Shinty At Drumnadrochit, 
Glenurquhart’s Billy 
Urquhart put his side two 
goals ahead within 10 
minutes and the lead was 

the interval when Raymond 
Rennie drew a goal back for 
Lovat.

Hat-trick takes Glenorchy through
Shinty

Macaulay Cup 1st Round
Glenorchy 6 Kilmory 3
Glenurquhart 2 Lovat 1

Second thoughts for David Smith
shattered as he went into 
a challenge with  Kincraig 
player Malcolm MacLeod. 
Smith fell on the broken 
shaft of MacLeod’s stick 
which embedded itself in 
Smith’s left fore-arm.

Despite receiving eight 
stitches he phoned his wife  
to say he had a ‘splinter’ and 
would be a little late home.
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FRIDAY

9

10

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by 
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Will see a mixture of sunny spells and scattered showers. 

Winds moderate south-westerly. 
Temperatures 4ºC to 11ºC

Friday
Again will see a mixture of sunny spells and scattered 

showers. Winds light to moderate westerly. 
Temperatures 4ºC to 11ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
The weekend will be rather overcast with rain or showers 

at times with brief sunny spells. Winds moderate 
southerly throughout. Temperatures 3ºC to 9ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, May 21, 2009

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
 Date  am    pm
Thur 03.10 3.4 09.18 1.3 15.26 3.2 21.26 1.2
Fri 03.53 3.6 10.00 1.1 16.04 3.5 22.15 1.0                 
Sat 04.35 3.8 10.41 0.9 16.43 3.7 23.02 0.8
Sun 05.16 3.9 11.24 0.7 17.24 3.8 23.50 0.7
Mon 05.58 3.9 12.07 0.6 18.06 3.9 **.** *.*
Tues 00.39 0.6 06.41 3.8 12.53 0.5 18.51 3.9
Wed 01.30 0.7 07.27 3.7 13.41 0.6 19.38 3.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

10

9

9

EACH year that passes see 
the number of people taking 
part in the Argyll Beats 
Cardiovascular Disease 
(ABCD) 10k fun run 
increase.

A total of 134 runners took 
part this year, very gratifying 
for those who came up with 
the idea of the fun run nine 

Fun run just 
gets bigger

years ago to raise awareness 
in Oban of the need to keep 

beat heart disease.
This year, as well as those 

doing the 10k run for fun, 
there were more serious 
runners out to improve on 

personal best times and make 
a bid for the trophies.

The runners lined up 
behind Lorn and Islands 
Hospital before setting off on 
the route which took in Craig 
Bhan village, Glenshellach 
Road, Oban town centre and 
Gallanach.

race saw runners return to 
the hospital over the hill 
from Gallanach.

First
First home this year was 

local lad Alex Rawcliffe from 

time of 36 minutes and 33 
seconds, closely followed by 
Neil Jaffrey from Aberdeen 
in 36:47.

First woman home was 

veteran home was Alastair 
Hall, with Leigh Murray the 

Robert Johnston was the 

with Stephanie Dunstaffnage 

Oban and District Licensed Trade Association held its annual spring golf outing at 
Glencruitten Golf Club. Scratch winner was Martin Tait and handicap winner was 
Declan Curran. The competition was sponsored by licensed trade suppliers Wallace 

Express. The ladies trophy was won by Ruth Ross and best licensee was Aulay Dunn.  
Association president Alan McKie remarked on the sad death, the previous week-

end, of previous ladies winner Maimie Trybis. t21trades01

Athletics The fun run went to the 
end of Glengallan Road and 
back again and was won by 
Ryan McDougall who belted 
there and back in 9mins and 

was Kerry Colthart.
All runners – and walkers, 

including mums with babies 
in prams – received medals 
and food and drink bags from 
ABCD as well as t-shirts.

Results:
10K: Men: 1 Alex 

Rawcliffe, 36.33; 2 Neil 
Jaffrey, Aberdeen, 36.47; 
3 Stephen Winston, 38.27; 
Women: 1 Alison Chong, 
Glasgow, 43.30; 2 Arlene 
Rowan, 45.27; 3 Leigh 
Murray 45.57; Vets: Alastair 
Hall, 40.12; Leigh Murray, 
45.57; 18 and under: Robert 
Johnston, 42.30; Stephanie 
Dunstaffnage, 52.35.

Fun run: Boys: 1 Ryan 
McDougall, 9.25; 2 Innes 
Davron, 9.35; Fraser 
McFarlane, 9.45; Girls: 1 
Kerry Colthart, 10.30; 2 
Lorna MacCallum, 11.47; 
Eilidh MacLean, 12.05.

Children and parents line up for the start.

Saints share the points

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Under 13s 3, Partick Thistle 

- Kilpatrick 4, Under 14s 0; 
Glenbrae Colts  1, Under 16s 
1.

Saturday - Strathleven v 
Under 13s and Sunday 
Under 13s v Helensburgh. 
The other teams have no 
game.

OBAN SAINTS 1
POLLOK 1

two games last weekend 
when they took on Pollok at 
Glencruitten on Saturday.
 Both teams played some 
excellent football in an 
exciting encounter with no 
quarter asked or given by 
either side.
 Saints opened the scoring 
right on the half time whistle 
when Allan MacKay and 
Donald Campbell combined 
for the latter to slide the ball 
past the Pollok keeper.
 The pace of the game in the 
second half never relented 

Gemmell, but they lost a 
poor goal from a corner three 
minutes later when Craig 
MacLaren rose unmarked to 
head home.
 The second half was all 
Saints and although they 
created several good chances 

a share of the points for the 
second day in succession.

are: Saturday 23 May - 
Kilpatrick (home); Saturday 
30 May - Duncanrig (away); 
Sunday 31 May - St Joseph’s 
FP (home). 

Dundee United
will defend
Keyline Cup

Football

DUNDEE United will 

team squad to take part in 
the Keyline Challenge Cup 
Tournament which takes 

Oban, on Saturday, July 11.
 Manager Craig Levien 
said: ‘It’s a great tournament 
and the hospitality shown by 
everyone in Oban is second 
to none.
 ‘We hope to be playing in the 
Europa League next season 
so the Keyline Tournament 
is ideal preparation for the 
players.

teams on the one day and 
it gives me a chance to 
have a look at the whole 
squad in competitive match 
situations.
 Saints secretary David 
Buchanan is delighted that 
United will be sending their 

year in a row.
 Other SPL teams coming to 
the tournament are Hearts, 
Hamilton Accies, newly 
promoted St Johnstone, 
Alloa Athletic and of course 
hosts Oban Saints.

Saints’ Allan MacKay and Willie Gemmell challenge Pollok players in the air. 

and it looked as though 
Saints would pick up all three 

remaining they failed to clear 
their lines properly and the 
ball fell to Gary McKenna 

be the equaliser.
OBAN SAINTS 1

GREENOCK HSFP 1
THE Oban side played their 
second game in two days 
when they took on league 
leaders Greenock.
 The home side opened the 
scoring with a tremendous 
left-foot strike from Willie 

Oban licensees swap coasters for clubs

A GROUP of Oban cyclists 
were caught in Puncture-gate
at the weekend while taking 
part in the Etape Caledonia 
charity event.

The cyclists, all from 
Energie Fitness cycling club, 
were planning to complete 
the route around Perthshire in 
four hours, but after reaching 
the peak at Schiehallion 
mountain they ran into small 
metal tack nails that had 
been deliberately scattered 
on the road.

Robin Morton, an Oban 
cyclist, said: ‘We were about 
as far from civilisation as 
you can imagine, making 
decent time, when cyclists 
started getting punctures 
– including me.

‘Police were called and 

road by brushing the tacks 
away. Eventually we made it 
on our ways. I completed the 

A police spokesman said 
that a report had been made 

Cycling

Oban cyclists 
in tack attack

Youth results

French connection 
for Argyll golfers

GolfA GROUP of French golfers, 
who had travelled to Oban 
aboard the Royal Scotsman, 
were delighted with 
welcoming round of golf at 
Tobermory Golf Club.

The visitors, guests of a top 

were enthralled by their sail 
to Mull and delighted with 
their round of golf.

Tobermory Golf Club 
secretary Gordon Chalmers 
said: ‘The guests were given 
a warm welcome by club 
president Bill Clegg and 
other committee members.

‘After playing 18 holes 
they enjoyed a buffet of 
local food. 

‘The Auld Alliance has 
certainly been reinforced by 
this happy occasion.’

In a more competitive 
environment, Argyll and 
Bute’s six-man area team 
suffered a heavy defeat away 
to Renfrewshire last Sunday.

George Reynolds and Greg 
Watson picked up a point 
for Argyll in the morning 
foursomes but in the head-
to-heads only Chris Carson 
from Innellan - who beat ex-
British amateur champion 
Craig Watson - picked up a 
full point for Argyll, while 
Les Pirie gained half a point 
against Renfrew’s David 
Miller. Final score 6.5 - 2.5.

At Islay Golf Club, the 
Order of Merit 2009 result 
was as follows:
1 Arthur Holyoake 66pts
2 Norman MacDonald 55pts
3 Dennis Melrose 47 pts.

The competition was 
sponsored by Islay Build 
Base.

The club’s John Letters 
Trophy was played on May 
17:
1 Ross MacMillan 77-5=72
2 Sandy Peters 78-6=72; 
3 Norman MacDonald 75-
3=72

The recent Laddie Trophy 
results were as follows: 
1 Lachlan Gairns 40pts
2 Ross MacMillan 38pts
3 Dennis Melrose 37pts. 

And the Higginbotham 
Trophy resulted in a win 
for Jim Rozga on 40 points, 
ahead of Arthur Holyoake 
on 38 points and Colin 
Robertson on 37 points.

Killin
Killin Golf Club’s Senior 

Gents Open handicap winner 
(Kiltyrie Trophy) was J 
Elliot from Langholm with 
a net 66.

Gordon Ingram from 
Dunkeld was nearest the 
pin and Killin’s Jim Burton 
and George Smith won the 
Mactaggart Trophy and Lix 

Toll Trophy respectively.
Magic Twos were served 

up by Steve Bergin (Killin) 
and J Elliot, while Gordon 
Ingram scored the only hole-
in-one.

The results from the three 
age groups were as follows:
55 - 63:
1 G Marshall ( Rye Hill ) 69
2 N Chisholm (Kemnay) 69
3 R Downie (Polmont) 70
64 - 68:
1 A Simpson (Lochwinnoch) 
69
2  J Cowie ( Blair Atholl) 69
3 G Ingram (Dunkeld) 72
69+:
1 J Elliot (Langholm) 66
2 B Morris (Stirling) 69
3 J Blyth (Whitemoss) 70

GAMES in the Oban 
Express Primary Football 
League were cancelled at 
the weekend as a mark of 
respect to league committee 
member and Appin coach 
Rab MacDonald, who died 
last Monday.

Results from the previous 
weekend: Seniors: Stoddy Boys 
0, Cobras 4; Stoddarts 0, Spartans 
4; Panthers 0, Rovers 0; Cobras 3, 
Lochnell 2; Panthers 3, Spartans 0; 
Stoddy Boys 0, Stoddarts 3; Togers 
5, Lochnell 0; Saints 0, Spartans 

1; Lochnell 0, Rovers 4; Tigers 8, 
Saints 0; SSF Appin 2, Stoddy Boys 
0; Tigers 9, Stoddarts 0; SSF Appin 
2, Saints 0; Rovers 0, Cobras 0; SSF 
Appin 0, Panthers 1; Panthers 0, 
Tigers 1. Juniors: Saints 9, Thistle 
0; Sharks 1, Under-8s 1; Saints 6, 
Dolphins 3; Thistle 0, Benderloch 
3; Thistle 1, Ben Lora 0; Saints 
45, Sharks 1; K-Oz 2, Benderloch 
10; Ben Lora 4, Gaolaxy 1; K-Oz 
0, Under-8s 3; Sharks 6, Galaxy 2; 
K-Oz 1, Dolphins 0; Benderloch 3, 
Under-8s 0.

Tennis club opens doors to new players
TennisOBAN Tennis and Squash 

Club is hosting a free open 
day for anyone interested in 
playing tennis.

The club is welcoming 
beginners and non-members 
to the open day at Atlantis 

Leisure next Wednesday. 
Beginners and non-members 
start at 5.30pm, with 
members and non-members 
an hour later.   

Football

ARGYLL Field Archers held 

course.
The new archery club 

invited representatives from 
all of the organisations and 
agencies who assisted with 
funding and offered their 
support to the club during its 
developmental phase. 

Present at the cutting of 
the ribbon were delegates 
from Leader, Argyll and 
Bute Council, The Forestry 
Commission, the club and 
Archery GB.

Taynuilt Community 
Council and NHS Highland 
who also assisted the club in 
their efforts were unable to 
attend but wished them all 
the best.

Councillor Elaine 

Robertson, assisted by 
Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
was given the honour of 

facility by cutting the 
ribbon.

A come-and-try archery 
session followed.

Argyll Field Archers was 
formally set up in April 2007 

develop a full FITA 24 target 
Field Archery Course. 

The course has the 
potential of hosting record 
status shoots. 

Two years on the club 
has completed both sections 
of the course and now has 
public car parking facilities, 
and an all-abilities access 
practice area.

Tiree 10k call

ENTRY forms for Tiree’s 
10km race and fun run have 
been released and organisers 
are hoping for a bigger turn 
out that ever.

The race, taking place 
next Saturday, is now into its 
fourth year and will be for 
all ages.

There will be four 
races including the 10km 
competition, a 4km junior 
race, a fun run and a power 
push for mums and dads.

Entry forms for the race 
are available from Tiree 
Business Centre and the 
school library. The event 
starts at 1pm and will be 
followed by a family dance 
at An Talla in Crossapol for 
anyone with any energy left. 

Archery

Athletics

Football

Football
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