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TIMESLINE
Barra approach a 
sight for sore eyes

Hospice group in 
talks over base

Cyclist falls ill on 
road near Oban

Apprenticeship is 
on island menu  

FRIENDS of Oban Hospice 
heard it has more than 
£550,000 available to spend 
on Oban and Lorn patients.

Members were told that the 
group is in talks with Oban’s 
North Argyll Care Home, 
to establish a single base 
for the hospice services of 
palliative care beds, relative 
rooms and a day hospital.

BARRA airport has been named 
the fourth most scenic airport 
approach in the world. 

Flight booking fi rm PrivateFly 
released the results of its 2015 
poll of more than 3,000 people, 
conducted between March and 
April this year.

Adam Twidell, CEO of Pri-
vateFly, praised Barra’s ‘unique 
beach landing’.

London City was the only 
other British airport in the 
list, which awarded top spot 
to Queenstown airport, New 
Zealand.

THE fi rst apprenticeship on the 
Isle of Luing in 100 years will 
be available when the Atlantic 
Islands Centre opens next 
month.

Swapping the historic island 
industry of slate mining for a 
career in catering is open to 
those aged between 16 and 18.

ON TUESDAY morning at 8.15 
am a man took ill and fell 
from his bike near to Saulmo-
re farm, Connel, on the A85, 
causing short traffi  c delays.

At the time of going to 
press there was no further 
information. 

BOXING CLEVER

Night of the long 
‘skean dhus’ 

IT was, to borrow Charles 
Kennedy’s tongue-in-cheek 
comment, the ‘night of the 
long skean dhus’. 

Kennedy, the custodian of 
the Lochaber constituency 
for more than three dec-
ades, was one of the West 
Highlands’ two political ‘big 
beasts’ swept out of offi  ce 
by the astonishing tsunami 
of support for the Scottish 
National Party.

The other was Danny Alex-
ander, the former member of 
chancellor George Osborne’s 
inner circle, who was ousted 
from his Highland seat. 

Alan Reid, the Lib Dem can-

didate who held the Argyll 
and Bute seat for 14 years, 
is now contemplating an ex-
tended period of gardening 
leave after Brendan O’Hara 
won the constituency for the 
SNP.

But is was very much busi-
ness as usual in the Western 
Isles as Angus Brendan Mac-
Neil held the seat for the na-
tionalists with an increased 
majority.  

Turn to page four for full 
election coverage.

Carpeted over the 
award of £1.25M 
addiction contract 

FERRY operator Caledonian 
MacBrayne (CalMac) may be 
setting sail for troubled waters 
when it asks passengers how 
they rate its services.

CalMac is embarking on a 
fact-finding tour a year before 
the new contract for Clyde 
and Hebrides Ferry Services 
(CFHS) is awarded by the 
Scottish government in May 
2016. 

The contract will run for 
eight years, with the Scottish 
Government providing up to 
£1billion of funding to the life-
line ferry services, in addition 
to fares revenue.

Connel bridge 
to close at night

Board members and senior 
executives from CalMac’s 
parent company, David 
MacBrayne Ltd, will host 24 
public meetings on mainland 
ports and on more than a 
dozen Clyde and Hebridean 
islands over the next month.

The meetings are designed 
to gather public views and will 
help shape CalMac’s bid for 
the next contract.

Martin Dorchester, chief 
executive of David MacBrayne 
Ltd, said: ‘We are working hard 
to retain the CHFS contract, 
which is why we are seeking the 
views of the real experts – the 

people who rely on this service 
day in, day out. 

‘Our bid for the new contract 
will be shaped by the views of 
the people we will meet as we 
travel up and down the west 
coast over the course of the 
next month. 

‘It is critical that we under-
stand our passengers’ experi-
ences of the current service 
and their aspirations for the 
future service.’

The first meeting is on Mon-
day, May 18. For a full list of 
dates and times of meetings, 
visit: www.calmac.co.uk/com-
munity-engagement-meetings

THERE can be no ‘whitewash’ 
after an official watchdog deliv-
ered a stinging rebuke into the 
way the council awarded a £1.25 
million contract.

That was the call of Argyll and 
Bute’s MSP, Michael Russell, 
following the publication of a 
critical report by Audit Scotland 
on Tuesday that severely cen-
sured the council’s Argyll Drug 
Partnership (ADP).

In the report, which was titled 
the ‘Review of the Commission-
ing Process in Argyll and Bute’, 
Audit Scotland raised serious 
concerns about the tendering 
procedure adopted by ADP as 
it awarded a three-year contract 
to a new agency to provide com-
munity-based services for people 
with alcohol and drug addiction 
problems. 

The report criticised Argyll 
and Bute council’s procurement 
team for a ‘breach of contract’ 
and ‘unsafe legal advice’. 

It also stated that the council 
had no clear vision about the 
aims of the service and that the 
views of the people it served  - 
those with alcohol and drug 
problems - were largely ignored.

Membership of the ADP con-
sisted of senior managers and 
directors from the council, NHS 
Highland, Police Scotland, Scot-
tish Fire and Rescue Service, 
community-based organisations 
and the Community Justice 
Authority. 

The ADP used Argyll and Bute 
council’s procurement team to 
find a new contractor, because 
it did not have the experienced 
staff to oversee the task. 

Serious complaints surfaced as 

early as November last year from 
potential bidders who said that 
the terms and conditions of the 
contract effectively ruled them 
out. 

The Helensburgh-based 
chairman of the Scottish Legal 
Complaints Commission and 
former non-executive director 
of NHS Highland, Bill Brack-
enridge said: ‘The corporate 
governance of this whole issue, 
in my opinion, falls far short of 
best practice.’

Yet it wasn’t until complaints 
about the tender  process for the 
contract - with a 10-day notice 
period for the new provider 
to begin work - that Michael 
Russell raised a complaint with 
Audit Scotland and Argyll and 
Bute council.

At that point, in February 2015, 
the council carried out an inter-
nal investigation – but concluded 
that there was no evidence of 
improper conduct.

However, the Audit Scotland 

report contradicts the council’s 
finding as it outlined its criticism 
of the ADP and the local author-
ity over the tendering process in 
the stinging 20-page document.

Michael Russell is now calling 
for a further investigation. He 
said: ‘The Audit Scotland report 
describes a shambolic process, 
riddled with errors and resulting 
in a contract outcome that may 
have breached the law.   

‘Fortunately, the new contrac-
tors are performing well but 
that is despite the ADP and the 
council, not because of them. 

‘The report also reveals 
that councillors were not kept 
informed and consulted, an 
anti-democratic style of manage-
ment which is commonplace in 
the authority as most local peo-
ple know only too well. We are 
very familiar in Argyll and Bute 
with the council applying buckets 
of whitewash no matter the mess 
it makes and that the modus 
operandi is now confirmed for 

all to see in the Audit Scotland 
document.’

Mr Russell is concerned that 
Audit Scotland had ‘no teeth’ to 
take further action. 

The MSP continued: ‘Indeed 
the report states that Audit 
Scotland has concluded its exam-
ination of the whole matter and 
is leaving it up to the council to 
implement change. Experience 
shows that never happens.’

However, council leader Dick 
Walsh offered a robust defence 
of the local authority’s response 
to Audit Scotland. He said: ‘An-
yone reading Audit Scotland’s 
report will see that we have in 
place a valid contract, based on 
a specification which the Scottish 
government’s ADP National 
Support Unit found to be ‘very 
tight and well defined’, and with 
an organisation Michael Russell 
himself recognises is performing 
well for the people who need its 
services. 

‘It is disappointing that our 
MSP continues to peddle neg-
ativity where it is not necessary 
and that his campaign against 
this council is extending, it would 
seem, to include attacks on oth-
ers, in this case Audit Scotland.

‘Argyll and Bute Council has 
dedicated employees who are 
working hard every day to ben-
efit our communities. Together, 
we are meeting challenges and 
achieving progress. 

‘Our MSP could support our 
area more by working with us 
for the good of all in Argyll and 
Bute.’

Christina West, chairwoman 
of Argyll and Bute ADP, added: 
‘This review has demonstrated 
that we have in place a valid 
contract with a service provider 
recognised for success.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Ferry brave decision 

Michael Russell Bill Brackenridge
BOXED IN: one of the staff  at the Argyll and Bute count
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ESSENTIAL upgrades to 
traffi  c signal equipment 
and street lighting systems 
will be carried out on the 
A828 Connel bridge over 
fi ve nights.

The busy bridge will be 
closed to all vehicles from 
midnight on Sunday May 
24, running overnight to 6 
am on Monday, May 25.

The works will continue 
for fi ve nights and are ex-
pected to fi nish at 6 am on 
Friday May 29.  

Throughout the day, 
traffi  c fl ow on the Connel 
bridge will operate as nor-
mal. 

WIN
inside
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tickets to 
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Scotland 
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A FAMILY 
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WAVERLEY 
TWO TRIPS TO GIVEAWAY
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MULLlines
with Louise Glen

THE FIRST new homes built 
for rent in Connel for 60 years 
have been officially opened by a 
Highlands and Islands MSP.

Named ‘St Oran’s Place’ by 
pupils from nearby Achaleven 
primary school, the 10 prop-
erties are a mixture of one and 
two-bedrooms homes, built by 
Lochgilphead-based firm Ma-
cLeod Construction on behalf 
of Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA).

Former Oban high school pupil  
MSP John Finnie gave a speech 
and helped to cut the ribbon for 
the new houses last Friday, with 
the help of Achaleven pupils.

Mr Finnie said: ‘That’s the 
future there, these wonderful 
young people from Achaleven 
primary who will be opening 
these houses.

‘Politicians use a word a lot, in 
relation to economic growth and 
communities, and that is ‘sustain-
able’. I live in Inverness and I see 
fields in the south of Inverness, 
with 200 houses built there. How 
much better that would be if it 
was 10 houses spread among 20 
villages across the Highlands.

‘And ideally, if like MacLeod 
Construction, it’s a local com-
pany that can build them, and 
apprentices can be taken on, 
there’s every likelihood families, 
as is the case here, will occupy 

A FUNDING gap in the school 
building programme is esti-
mated at more than £19 million.

Argyll and Bute council had 
allocated £31.7 million for the 
replacement of Campbeltown 
grammar school, Oban high 
school, Kirn primary school and 
the refurbishment of Dunoon 
primary school.

However, only £12.5 million 
has been identifi ed for the 
projects leaving a funding gap 
of £19.7 million, a meeting of 
councillors heard last week.

But a council spokesman said 
the money would be found: 
‘The council has approved the 
recommendations contained 
within the capital plan summa-
ry report. The report identifi es 
how the funding gap for the 
schools projects will be met.’

BIN LORRY collections have 
been reduced to ‘rubbish’. 

That’s the stinging verdict of 
some homeowners and business-
es in Oban, Lorn and the isles 
who say they are at their wits’ end 
over the service.

Argyll and Bute council said 
the recent problems with refuse 
collections had been caused by 
an ‘unprecedented number of 
breakdowns’ of bin lorries.

Residents on Iona, Lismore, 
Mull, Luing and Easdale said that 
collections have been disrupted 
for some time while homeowners 
in Oban and Connel said they are 
now suffering the same fate. 

North Mull residents Barry 
Shaw and Rita MacLean said bin 
lorry collections are becoming 
‘rarer than corncrakes in De-
cember’. 

Barry said: ‘The service from 
Argyll and Bute is simply rub-
bish. The bin lorry comes unan-
nounced and often weeks late.’

MEMBERS of Salen and Ulva 
church youth group took up 
the ‘Bake for Heroes’ challenge 
last month.

They baked flapjack, krispies and 
chocolate muffins in preparation 
for the event.

The bake was held on a Saturday 
and the church was decorated in 
true ‘café style’. 

The cake table was filled with 
a wonderful array of tasties as 
was the sales table. Both proved 
irresistible.  

Many people supported the 
event and were especially generous 
with their donations. The youth 
group members were on hand to 
assist and serve.

The event was supported by Peter 
Campbell, an official volunteer for 
Help the Heroes. 

PUPIL PORTFOLIO: children from Iona primary school with their copies of ‘Burns’ Bairns’ with entrepreneurs Calum 
MacLauchlainn and Catriona Laurie who provided an inspiring business lesson

Youth group 
bakes up a 
storm for a 
great cause

Sums will add up 
despite £19M gap

Up with the larks 
for Saturday train

Island sanctuary 
in festival debut  

Search is launched 
after debris found

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

these homes and sustain the local 
school, the post office, the pub. 
That, to my mind, is ‘sustainable’.

‘I think the collaboration be-
tween the Scottish government, 
Argyll and Bute council and 
ACHA is also very important.

‘I know they contributed sig-
nificant sums of money to build 
these houses and for MacLeod 
Construction, a local company 
with up to 30 people employed 
on the site, it is absolutely superb 
they were involved.

‘It’s developments like this that 
are going to make the Highlands 
a vibrant place.’

Moving into her new home 
following a transfer from an 
ACHA property in Oban was 
Kelly MacColl, whose father, 
world champion piper Angus 
MacColl, was invited to play to 
welcome guests on the day. Kelly 
said she was ‘delighted’ with her 
new house.

Alastair MacGregor, chief 
executive of ACHA, added: ‘As 
a Connel boy, it’s a pretty proud 
day for me to see this develop-
ment take place on a site I used 
to play on as a boy.

‘Regards the area round here 
- Glencruitten, Glen Lonan, the 
back road to Connel - someone 
said to me recently that it must 
be quite sad to see that beautiful 
wilderness with houses on it. I 
said, ‘no, I’m not disappointed 
at all’.

‘I’m so proud today to have 

been able to do this - to be able 
to build 10 new homes. And to 
follow on from this, I understand 
MacLeod Construction will be 
building other homes as well. I’m 
delighted to see this today in my 
home village.’

Achaleven primary held a 

competition among pupils, after 
being invited by ACHA to name 
the street. 

Sisters Hannah and Abbie Fer-
guson came up with the winning 
entry, which they named after St 
Oran’s, the village church.

New Connel houses make
homes boss a ‘proud’ boy

TEN PROPERTIES FOR RENT WILL HELP MAKE VILLAGE ‘VIBRANT AND SUSTAINABLE’, SAYS MSP

LOAD OF RUBBISH: a bin lorry on Iona

North Connel residents report-
ed a bin collection in the early 
hours of last Sunday morning.

Mike Foster, who lives at Pulpit 
Hill in Oban, said: ‘The role of 
council managers is to minimise 
the occurrence of problems. 

‘During my conversations 
with local authority managers, 
it has transpired that they are 
apparently unaware of what put 
so many bin lorries out of action 
at one time.  

‘They get paid, however dismal 
their level of performance. Many 
staff will get overtime payments 
for having to work a Saturday 
and Sunday.  

‘So yet again we have another 
example of no accountability 
with council tax payers losing 
out.’

In a statement, a council 
spokesman, said: ‘We have had 
an unprecedented number of 
breakdowns which has led to 
some slippages in the schedule. 
We are making every effort to 
catch up by repairing our vehicles 
and hiring in external vehicles.’

Don’t take refuge over ‘rubbish’ refuse service

TIMESLINE

A NEW Saturday rail time-
table comes into action on 
May 23 as ScotRail rolls out 
its early morning service 
from Oban to Glasgow and 
Glasgow to Oban.

An extra train will leave 
Oban at 5.21am, getting 
into Glasgow Queen Street 
at 8.37am, which means 
the current 8.11am Oban to 
Glasgow train will be leaving 
at the later time of 8.57, 
bringing it into line with the 
week-day timetable.

An extra train will also 
leave Glasgow each Saturday 
at 5.20am and get to Oban at 
8.35am. 

OBAN lifeboat was called out 
on Friday, following reports 
of debris spotted in the sea, 
west of Maiden Island at the 
entrance to Oban Bay.

The Mora Edith MacDonald 
went out at 6.05am and was 
joined by the CalMac ferry 
Clansman and a number of 
local creel boats, searching the 
immediate area and coastline, 
including Oban bay.

After an extensive search, no 
further debris was found and 
the search was called off .

A DRAMA featuring Iona will 
close this year’s Edinburgh 
International Film festival, 
where it will receive its world 
premiere.

The fi lm, ‘Iona’, is about the 
main character returning 
home to seek refuge from a 
violent crime in Glasgow.

It will be shown on June 28 
in the Festival theatre.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Cooking off 
school menu 

Union votes 
for more pay

Loud, proud 
and in Oban

Concessions 
not on offer 

ARGYLL and Bute council 
hasn’t got enough ‘dough’ 
to teach home economics to 
first and second year pupils 
at Oban high school after this 
year’s summer break.

The practical subject will 
not be part of the curriculum 
until third year as the number 
of home ecoomics teachers is 
expected to drop to one. 

Pupils will only receive the 
subject if they elect to take it 
in third year. 

A council spokeswoman 
said: ‘All the significant 
aspects of learning related 
to food technology will be 
provided and staff assigned 
to teach these nutritional 
outcomes and experiences 
will have the necessary 
training.’

NETWORK Rail workers 
have voted in favour of a 
UK-wide strike in a row over 
pay, the Rail, Maritime and 
Transport union has said.

Its members voted 4-1 for 
action after rejecting pay 
offers from Network Rail, 
which owns and maintains 
most of Britain’s railway 
infrastructure including 
the West Highland line to 
Mallaig and Oban.

Union bosses rejected the 
offer of a one-off £500 pay-
ment to staff and three years 
of rises in line with inflation. 
RMT general secretary Mick 
Cash said the result showed 
‘the anger’ of staff. The result 
will now be considered by the 
union’s executive.

HOME COMFORTS: Alastair 
MacGregor, Gerald Cotton, 

whose son is moving in to St 
Oran’s Place, ACHA chairman 

Mike Brown, John Finnie, 
new resident Kelly MacColl 

and piper Angus MacColl, 
with the Achaleven pupils

Budding island entrepreneurs 
think ‘big’ for business career  
‘HOW TO be a success in 
business’ was the message 
from two top business peo-
ple when they visited Iona 
primary school. 

Calum MacLauchlainn, 

owner of several businesses 
from Tobermory to Glas-
gow and Catriona Laurie, 
owner of the successful 
hair and beauty salon in 
Tobermory, inspired pupils 

to ‘think big, to have a 
vision and to hold onto that 
vision as they went through 
life’. 

The pupils also heard 
how hard work and trust 

in others helped business 
to flourish. After the talk, 
Calum presented each 
child with a copy of ‘Burns’ 
Bairns’ compiled by Irving 
Miller.

THE SEARCH for singing 
superstars will begin next 
week in Oban as talent-spot-
ters from the BBC show ‘The 
Voice’ visit the town.

Oban’s Open Mic at the 
Lorne Hotel is the venue for 
the 7pm auditions.

Researchers are due in 
town on Monday and Tuesday 
next week. Contact Stevo or 
Declan at the Lorne for more 
information.

SOME concessionary fares 
on CalMac sailings will no 
longer be available when fares 
are reduced under the road 
equivalent tariff (RET) that 
comes into effect in October.

OAPs will pay the full 
amount on each sailing, but 
children up to age 15 will still 
be entitled to a reduced fare.

BAKER BOYS: a groaning table

Organising childcare outside of school hours can be 
tricky and expensive. We off er a position with hours 
that may suit parents; 9.30am - 3pm each day.
If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination 
and ambition, we can off er you an exciting 
and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent newspaper publishers.
You would be part of a small, highly motivated 
team selling advertising and features for our well 
established, award winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and 
existing clients to generate and maintain lasting 
business relationships, and you will benefi t from 
on-going training, fi rst class support, job stability 
and the opportunity to work for a professional 
company that believes in rewarding success and 
eff ort. A full driving licence is essential.

BASED IN OBAN

£  Excellent 

    Basic 

+ £ Bonus 

+ Private 

    Health Care 

+ Pension 

+ Good 

    Holidays

A rewarding job with 
child friendly 
hours!

Please apply by email with full C.V 

and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE



Thursday 14 May, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 3NEWS
OT

TIMESLINE

Biker, 47, dies in 
collision with car

AN OBAN pensioner, who 
has been convicted of raping a 
woman with learning difficulties, 
is facing a jail sentence.

Former soldier Stewart Win-
ton, 73, raped the woman in her 
40s, who cannot be named for 
legal reasons, on one occasion 
between April and June 2013.

The offence took place at Win-
ton’s home in Oban. 

He admitted to police they had 

had sex, but claimed she had 
consented.

Advocate depute Kath Harper, 
prosecuting, told the High 
Court  in Glasgow during the 
four-day jury trial last week: 
‘This woman’s care workers say 
that she can follow instructions 
with prompting, but learning 
new tasks is difficult unless the 
information is broken down and 
she has support. 

‘On speaking to her, her learn-
ing disability would be apparent.
Her IQ is in the bottom four per 

cent of the population. She was 
found to have significant impair-
ment in social function which 
covers awareness of dangers and 
taking care of herself.’

But Winton claimed that he 
had no idea of the woman’s dis-
abilities, despite having known 
her for years, and believed she 
had consented to sex with him.

The high court heard that the 
woman was eager to please and 
get along with people.

Miss Harper said: ‘Despite the 
fact she doesn’t like confronta-

tion, she could not have made 
it clearer she did not want to 
have sexual contact with Stewart 
Winton.

‘She was frightened and told 
him, “no, no Stewart, stop it 
Stewart” and pushed him away.

‘And given her eagerness to 
please, this must be a clear sign 
that she really didn’t like what 
was happening.’

The woman told her support 
worker what had happened and 
then reported it to the police.

When quizzed by police, Win-

ton told them: ‘Eh, it did happen 
to be honest with you. It was just 
one of those stupid things I did. 
My wife wasn’t in at the time 
and she didn’t seem to bother. I 
probably forced it a little bit.’

But the jury heard that at the 
start of the police interview he 
lied and said: ‘There was no 
actual intercourse or nothing.’

Winton served in Cyprus and 
Northern Ireland with the army, 
and later worked as a chef until 
he retired.

Judge Lady Scott placed first 

offender Winton on the sex 
offenders’ register, deferred 
sentence until next month and 
granted him bail.

She said she was doing this on 
account of his age and the fact 
he was the main carer for his 
wife of 43 years, who is wheel-
chair-bound. But she told Win-
ton: ‘You have been convicted of 
a very serious offence which will 
almost inevitably attract a period 
of imprisonment.’

She also ordered him not to 
approach his victim.

COURT REPORTER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

OAP told jail ‘almost inevitable’ for attack on woman

Breakthrough for island air service
THE deadlock which threat-
ened to ground flights to Coll, 
Colonsay and Tiree has been 
broken with the news that 
the council and the airline 
company have agreed a new 
three-year deal.

Argyll and Bute Council and 
Cumbernauld-based Hebri-
dean Air Services Limited 
(HASL) hammered out the 

terms of the Public Service 
Obligation agreement (PSO), 
estimated to be worth more 
than £2.1 million, which will 
continue the ‘lifeline’ service to 
the islands until 2018.

Negotiations had stalled over 
the cost of the new contract, 
with both sides blaming each 
other for the breakdown.

The impasse was finally 
breached with the intervention 
of the Scottish government’s 
transport minister, Derek 

MacKay, who called on both 
sides to resume talks. Both 
parties were back round the 
negotiating table last Friday 
and an agreement in principle 
was reached. 

A spokesman for the council 
welcomed the breakthrough: 
‘We are pleased that HASL 
has worked with us to reach 
this agreement which everyone 
wants – a sustainable future for 
these lifeline services.

‘This ‘in principle’ agreement 

ensures island communities 
will stay connected, provides 
best value for the taxpayer and 
makes the service sustainable.

‘Our focus has been on sup-
porting people living on these 
islands; we have worked hard to 
get to this stage.’

HASL director, George Cor-
mack, said: ‘I am really happy 
we have come to a mutual 
agreement and we look forward 
to continuing to deliver a high 
level of service.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Matty vows to help earthquake victims 
OBAN CHEF CAUGHT UP IN TERROR AND HEARTBREAK OF NEPAL PLANS A MERCY MISSION. LOUISE GLEN REPORTS

A CHEF from Oban, who was 
caught up in the Nepalese earth-
quakes, has vowed to return to 
the devastated Himalayan coun-
try with aid from Argyll.

Matty Braidwood, 39, will take 
‘as much help’ as possible when 
he returns to the ravaged country 
in June. 

He is asking for £1 from every 
person in Oban to make ‘a world 
of a difference to ’quake victims’. 

Matty was in Nepal late last 
month, on the ‘trip of a lifetime’ 
while coming to terms with the 
loss of both his parents, Mabel 
and John Braidwood of Coe 
Gardens, who died within three 
months of each other last year.

After trekking for 21 days 
through the Nepalese coun-
tryside, Matty found himself 
‘dangerously ill from a snakebite’  
and ended up in hospital for two 
days.

Shortly after he was discharged, 
on April 25, a massive earth-
quake reduced much of Nepal 
to a heap of rubble, killing more 
than 8,000 people and injuring  
approximately 20,000.

Matty said: ‘I was at the five 
star Yak and Yetti hotel speaking 
to a man when there was massive 
bang and then deadly silence. 
The building began to shake like 
jelly.

‘I couldn’t run because the 
snakebite had given me a gammy 
leg. I stood under an archway 
and watched buildings falling all 
around me. People were carrying 

dead bodies wrapped in blankets 
along the street. There was dev-
astation everywhere.

‘I finally got back to my hotel to 
discover that my possessions had 
been looted from my room – and 
the hotel was not safe to sleep in. 

‘The first night I slept in the 
garden of the hotel alongside 
around 50 hotel staff who had 
nowhere else to go. 

‘A young baby boy who was 
without his parents was passed 
amongst people to soothe him.

‘We slept for three nights in 
the garden. There was chaos 
everywhere. 

‘At one point the next day, I 
was walking past a building that 
had fallen down and we could 
hear mumbling coming from 

underneath. We called for help, 
and later that morning a man in 
his 50s was rescued.’ 

Matty found his way to the 
British Embassy on Tuesday 
morning. British citizens were 
offered flights back to the UK at 
a cost of £600. 

‘Staff wanted people out the 
country as quickly as possible 
saying they were at risk of con-
tracting typhoid or cholera. 

Matty said: ‘Many people had 
to be left behind because they 
could not afford the cost of the 
flight. The plane left half empty.

‘On the way home, fellow 
passengers and I decided to do 
something to raise money. 

‘We plan to climb Ben Nevis on 
May 30. We will raise money to 
send aid through UNICEF and 

I will also be raising money to 
support some of the grass roots 
projects my friends are involved 
in.’ 

The projects Matty will work 
with are on Facebook as ‘Pure 
Land Expeditions’ and ‘Dona-
tions for Nepal’.

He said: ‘Ten pounds will feed 
a family of four for one whole 
month, £20 will build a tempo-
rary shelter for two, £30 will 
build a temporary shelter for two 
plus toilets and £100 will shelter 
a village of 20.’

Matty will be in the Oban Tesco 
store this Saturday, May 15, be-
tween 10am and 6pm to provide 
more information about his 
fundraising schemes. He is also 
planning to place collection box-
es in various shops and garages.

VICTIMS: children wander through the rubble of ruined homes

DEVASTATION: people search for survivors

BEFORE THE CATASTROPHE: Matty during his 21-day trek in Nepal

IMPORTANT DONATION: 
Matty wants £1 from everyone

Mother cleared of 
causing fatal crash 
as sheriff upholds
‘no case to answer’

A MAN died after his motor-
cycle collided with a car on 
Saturday on the A82, north of 
Tyndrum.

The accident happened 
around 11.30am when the bike 
ridden by James O’Hara, 47, 
from West Lothian, and an Alfa 
Romeo car collided.

The passenger of the car was 
rushed to hospital where his 
condition was described as 
‘critical’. The road was closed 
for several hours.

Police Sergeant Roddy Mac-
Millan, of the Trunk Road Polic-
ing unit in Stirling, said:   ‘This 
is the second such collision in 
recent weeks involving a motor 
cycle.  We will continue to carry 
out high visibility patrols in the 
area.’

Anyone who may have wit-
nessed the collision is asked to 
contact Police Scotland on 101.

Crofting convener 
resigns position

AN OBAN woman has been acquitted of causing 
death by careless driving after a sheriff ruled she 
could not be blamed for a tragic accident.

Veronica MacKenzie, aged 33, of Hazeldean 
Crescent, was driving a Vauxhall Vectra on 
August 1 2013 when it skidded on the A85 near 
Connel, and collided with another car.

As result of the accident, her partner Vincent 
Kennedy, 32, a front seat passenger, was killed 
and 74-year-old Mary Gillies of Claggan near 
Fort William, a rear seat passenger in the other 
car, also died.

On Tuesday, a jury at Oban sheriff court heard 
MacKenzie, who denied the charge, was herself 
seriously injured and in a coma for 15 days and 
had ‘no recollection of the day on which the colli-
sion took place’. Her son James MacKenzie, now 
16, was a passenger in the back seat along with his 
brother and sister.

He told the court that his mother had been 
driving at 40mph as they came round the left-
hand bend just before the junction with Old Shore 
Road: ‘The back end of the car slid out as we were 
coming down the hill and my mother tried to 
correct it, but we slid the other way and slid down 
the hill into the oncoming car.’

The other driver, Nuala Morris, 55, a retailer 
from Nairn, had been on a day out with three oth-
ers in Oban and was heading to Fort William just 
after 6pm when she saw MacKenzie’s car coming 
towards her. ‘It came round the bend and I was 
immediately aware it was out of control because it 
was ‘fishtailing’,’ she said.

The road was wet at the time of the accident.
The court heard Transport Scotland had in-

spected the road in 2010, 2012 and 2013, after the 
accident, and had found it to be ‘severely deficient’ 
when it came to skid resistance.

Upholding a ‘no case to answer’ submission by 
defence lawyer Steve Love, Sheriff Ruth Ander-
son QC, acquitted MacKenzieand dismissed the 
jury.

COURT REPORTER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

THE CONVENER of the Croft-
ing Commission has stepped 
down following a vote of no 
confi dence among her fellow 
commissioners.

Susan Walker, who is mar-
ried to a Skye crofter and is 
co-author of a report, the 
State of Crofting in Camu-
scross, resigned at the end of 
last week as both convener 
and commissioner.

She was one of three ap-
pointed by the Scottish gov-
ernment when the Crofting 
Commission, which regulates 
crofting, was set up in 2012, 
with six other commissioners 
voted for by crofters.

Cash given to lead 
Lyme’s research
NHS Highland and the Universi-
ty of the Highlands and Islands 
are to receive grants totalling 
£182,500 from the European 
Space Agency to lead research 
into Lyme disease. 

Caused by tick bites, reports 
of Lyme disease have increased 
tenfold in Scotland over the 
past decade.
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HIGHLAND stalwart Charles Kenne-
dy lost the Westminster parliamentary 
seat he had held for 32 years, writes 
Emma Crichton.

The former Liberal Democrat leader 
represented his home constituency for 
more than three decades and at 23 was 
the youngest MP in the House of Com-
mons when he was elected to represent 
Ross, Cromarty and Skye (now Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber) in 1993.

But last Thursday (May 7), Mr 
Kennedy was swept aside like almost 
every other  candidate in Scotland by a  
tsunami of support for the nationalist 
cause. Only three MPs survived the 
deluge: one Tory, one Labour and one 
Lib Dem.

Charles Kennedy lost the seat he 
desperately wanted to hold to SNP 
candidate Ian Blackford by 5,124 votes.

Neighbouring fellow Lib Dem 
colleague and Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury Danny Alexander also failed 
to hold on to his Inverness, Nairn, 
Badenoch and Strathspey seat, losing 
out to Highland council leader, the 
SNP’s Drew Hendry.  

In an online letter to a Liberal Demo-
crat support website, Mr Kennedy said: 
‘It has been the greatest privilege of my 

Distinguished career couldn’t rescue 
former leader from SNP tidal wave

TV producer knew he had more than a 
sporting chance to make it big in politics 

SITTING MPs ARE CARRIED OFF AS AN IRRESISTIBLE FLOOD OF SUPPORT FOR THE NATIONALISTS SURGES THROUGH THE WEST HIGHLANDS

adult and public life to have served for 
32 years as the member of parliament 
for our local Highlands and islands 
communities. I would particularly like 
to thank the generation of voters, and 
then some, who have put their trust 
in me to carry out that role and its 
responsibilities.

‘I wish my successor the very best. 
The next House of Commons will 

have to finalise the Smith commission 
package, giving effect to the referen-
dum vow over further powers. I am 
saddened not to be involved in that 
process.’ 

Ian Blackford, Ross, Skye and Loch-
aber’s new MP, said it was an ‘enormous 
privilege’ to be elected and said he was 
keen to use his new position to raise 
local issues. 

He said: ‘For me to represent Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber is personally spe-
cial as it’s my home and I’m committed 
to representing everyone here. 

‘I have a clear focus on local issues as 
well as the national campaign.

‘Connectivity is a major issue as I ex-
perienced first-hand when campaign-
ing how difficult it is in the Highlands 
and islands. 

‘We need to have better connectivity 
whether it be broadband or mobile 
because I really think we’re at a disad-
vantage in terms of business and we’re 
being held back. 

‘We have missed opportunities in the 
past, but when the next lot of technolo-
gy rolls out, the Highlands and islands 
needs to be at the front of the queue 
rather than the back.’

WESTERN Isles MP Angus 
Brendan MacNeil was returned for 
a third time to represent the islands 
claiming ‘this time it is different’.

Mr MacNeil, a former school 
teacher and native Gaelic speaker, 
said he was thrilled to be re-elected.

When asked about the position he 
might play in the 56-strong parlia-
mentary SNP group, he said: ‘I am 
sure I will be playing a critical part 
in a spokesperson’s role in the new 
parliament but nothing has been 
decided to date’.

Asked if the SNP was in dire need 
of opposition now that it was the 
ruling group from Scotland in both 
Holyrood and Westminster, Mr 
MacNeil said: ‘We have opposition in 
the Tories. People need to be aware 
that the Liberals tempered many of 
the drastic cuts they wanted to make. 
But, I think it is highly likely that we 
have not seen anything yet.

‘Austerity does not work. It has 
been proven not to work. We will be 
making sure the austerity measures 
are not put onto Scotland, yet again.’

Mr MacNeil said he believed that 
the Scottish SNP members could 
make a difference in parliament. He 
said: ‘And if we don’t, it proves the 
point Scotland should be an inde-
pendent nation.’

ALAN Reid accepted in the early 
hours of Friday morning that he was 
no longer going to be the Member of 
Parliament for Argyll and Bute.

Citing the rise of nationalism in 
the wake of the Scottish referendum 
last September and the increased 
turnout at the ballot box, Mr Reid 
knew his time was drawing to a close.

In his concession speech, he said 
pointedly he would continue to live 
in the area, possibly leaving the 
door open to standing in either the 
Scottish parliament elections or the 
council elections the following year.

Congratulating the successful 
SNP candidate Brendan O’Hara, 
he thanked everyone for a well-run 
election campaign. He said: ‘The 
hustings were very enjoyable.’

Mr Reid continued: ‘I want to thank 
people for voting for me for three 
terms. I have served for 14 years in 
parliament. It has been an honour to 
serve Argyll and Bute and to be part 
of the Westminster parliament. 

‘I have made many friends in the 
constituency and I hope that our 
friendships will remain now that I 
have time to enjoy them.’

At the moment Mr Reid said he was 
winding down his office – with staff 
members being made redundant 
from July. 

It is understood that his office 
in parliament was also ready to be 
vacated.

After his office is closed, he is going 
to take a month off from politics - 
but has not ruled out standing for 
election again. He said: ‘I haven’t 
given any thought to what I will do 
next.’

Mr Reid’s vote in last week’s general 
election had actually increased from 
the previous election in 2010 – but 
a massive swing to the SNP and an 
increase in voting saw the veteran 
MP lose the constituency. 

Reid says he 
will remain in 
constituency 

Safeguarding 
Western Isles 
from austerity 

BRENDAN O’Hara, newly elected 
Member of Parliament for Argyll and 
Bute, said he will make the difference 
that Argyll and Bute needs to thrive, 
writes Louise Glen.

Politics may seem like a strange 
choice for a man who was at the peak 
of his career with STV, ITN, BBC and 
Sky Sports before starting his own 
media company. 

But he says being an MP has been his 
ambition for a long time – ever since 
he stood as a candidate in the 1990s in 
Glasgow. 

Born in Dennistoun, Glasgow, the 
52- year-old rose through the TV ranks 
and interviewed stars such as Helen 
Mirren, John Hurt, Derek Jacobi and 
Jack Nicolas. He was sought after 
particularly for his sport reporting. He 
was a producer on programmes with 
Rob MacLean and Chick Young.

Perhaps it was the fact that his great 
great grandfather was a founder mem-
ber of Celtic Football Club that gave 
him a sure-footedness with sport.

His break in television came when he 
was spotted working in STV and sec-
onded to ITN to report on the rugby 
world cup in South Africa. He said the 
job was one of the best he has ever had.

‘It was a really amazing time. Nelson 
Mandela was the president and it was 
the first time such a big event had been 
held in the country. It was as though we 
were witnesses to a change in society.’

Brendan left school for a job as a clerk 
in a local authority and it wasn’t until 
some years later that he returned to 
college to take highers.

‘I joined the SNP in 1982. It was 
during the Thatcher government.

‘At that time we were a small political 
party and no-one really thought we 
would win. 

I stood in Springburn in 1987 against 
Michael Martin, who went on to be the 
speaker of the House of Commons. 

‘In 1992, I stood against Mike Wat-
son.’

On winning the election, Mr O’Hara 
MP said: ‘I am absolutely delighted 
and deeply humbled. At the beginning 
of this election, I don’t think we could 
have expected this outcome. 

‘This results allows the Scottish 

parliament and Westminster to work 
together.

Explaining that he has a good work-
ing relationship with both SNP MSPs 
in the area - Michael Russell and Mike 
Mackenzie - he said: ‘We will have a 
one-stop shop for everything – and if I 
can’t fix it, I know a man who can.’

Mr O’Hara is married to Catherine 
with whom he has two children, Niamh 
and Charlotte. He has lived in Helens-
burgh for the last 12 years.

OUSTED: Lib Dem Alan Reid

DIFFERENT: Angus Brendan MacNeil

THAT’S A RESULT: Brendan O’Hara and his wife Catherine celebrate a remarkable victory in winning Argyll and Bute from Alan Reid

MAJOR LOSS: Charles Kennedy bows out from parliament after losing to SNP rival Ian Blackford, back row, second left              Photograph courtesy of Sandy McCook 

WE’RE ON OUR WAY: Brendan O’Hara with fellow SNP MP Hannah Bardell who won the Livingston constituency

THE RESULTS were announced 
shortly before 6am on Friday 
morning. It had been a mammoth 
eight-hour count for the returning 
offi  cer Sally Loudon and almost 70 
members of staff .

Mrs Loudon confi rmed there 
were 51,939 votes representing 
75.41 per cent of the electorate.

Mary Galbraith, Scottish Labour, 
5,394 votes; Brendan O’Hara, SNP, 
22,959; Alastair Redman, Con-
servative, 7,733; Alan Reid, Liberal 
Democrat, 14,486, and Caroline 
Santos, UKIP, 1,311. 

Mr O’Hara was elected with a 
majority of 8,473.

THE FINAL RESULT

ARGYLL AND BUTE

ROSS, SKYE 
AND LOCHABER
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Farmer’s hoax call 
raises police alert

When infl ation is 
an essential asset

Nurse to take up 
new deputy role

Praises sung for new viaduct opening at Pulpit Rock  
AFTER almost 40 years of being 
stopped at temporary traffic 
lights, motorists now have a 
green light all the way down the 
A82 at Loch Lomond.

A new viaduct, two years in the 
making and at a cost of £9.2 mil-
lion, opened last Friday to allow 
traffic to flow in both directions 
at Pulpit Rock.

The news has been welcomed 
by Scottish transport minister 
Derek Mackay and the A82 Part-
nership, a group campaigning to 
upgrade of the A82 from Balloch 
to Inverness.

Mr Mackay said: ‘The A82 is 
not only a vital lifeline for busi-
nesses and local communities but 
a very popular route for visitors, 
and it’s why we have pumped £57 
million into the road’s upgrade 
and maintenance since 2007. 

‘‘We are also taking forward 
work to improve the A82 between 
Tarbet and Inverarnan. 

‘This 10-mile stretch of road 
which hugs Loch Lomond’s 
shoreline will be a challenge as 
we must strike a fine balance 
in seeking to meet the varying 
needs of road users and being 
sensitive to the world-renowned 
scenic beauty of the area. 

‘The £1.2 million Glen Gloy 
improvement works to realign 
the road are expected to finish 
this month, and other schemes 
on the A82 worth £1.7 million 
are underway from Stoneymol-
lan in the south to Fort Augus-
tus in the north – all underlining 
our commitment to this iconic 
route.’

Stewart Maclean of the A82 
Partnership said: ‘This is a start, 
to the improvements to the 
Tarbet to Inveraran  section, and 
I would hope that it progresses 

significantly faster than the years 
it has taken to do the Pulpit Rock 
improvements.

‘The original members of the 
A82 Partnership will recall the 
30th birthday celebration of 
the traffic lights when passing 
motorists were presented with 
slices of birthday cake to mark 
the occasion.’

A Transport Scotland project 
spokesperson said: ‘Some minor 
finishing works will be required 
in the coming weeks, but where 
these require traffic manage-
ment measures they will be 
undertaken at night so that the 
impact on road users is minimal.’

The transport minister was due 
to travel along the new section 
of road in a Ferguson Transport 
HGV going from Tyndrum to 
Tarbet on Wednesday (yes-
terday) to see for himself the 
problems facing road users, but 
Mr Mackay had to cancelled.

MARIAN MILLER
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Nursing home under the spotlight 
after families raise care concerns

Fraudster has 
to repay £38K

Exhibition for 
the famous 8th 

THE treatment of some resi-
dents at a North Argyll 61-bed 
nursing home is giving cause for 
concern.

Benderloch’s Lynn of Lorne 
Care Home is currently closed 
to new admissions as Argyll 
and Bute council, the Care 
Inspectorate and directors of 
care home owner McKenzie 
Care review issues raised by the 
family of two residents.

The £1,000-per-week home 
offers specialist care to elderly 
patients, people with head in-
juries, Parkinson’s disease and 
dementia.

Paul Tatla, of McKenzie Care 
Homes Limited, said it was 
following procedures that were 
‘open and transparent’. 

He said that as soon as ‘seri-
ous’ concerns were raised with 
the company they called in 
agencies to support them.

Based in Slough, Mr Tatla 
said: ‘We recognise that there 
has been concern regarding 
the provision of care services 
at Lynn of Lorne Care Home 
over the past year. In view of 
this we have been taking action 
to support the home to improve 

and believe that we have already 
made significant progress.

‘We are working closely with 
our local authority and health 
colleagues to support improve-
ment and are confident that 
further developments will be 
made and sustained quickly.’

Family members, who did not 
want to be named, approached 
the Oban Times to raise their 
concerns about the treatment of 
patients in the nursing home.

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute council said: ‘The 
council, together with the Care 
Inspectorate, representatives 
of the Lynn of Lorne nursing 
home, and other key agencies 
who are involved with the home, 
are working together to review a 
number of concerns which have 
been raised. 

‘The needs of the residents 
and their families will be para-
mount during this process and 
they have been informed about 
the review process, as have staff 
at the home.’

Last October, a ‘high inten-
sity inspection’ of the nursing 
home by the Care Inspectorate 
graded the quality of care, the 
environment within the home 
and the management as ‘weak’. 

The quality of staffing was 

graded as adequate and Lynn of 
Lorne management was told it 
must review staffing levels and 
dependency of need.

Comments from residents 
and families at that time were 
recorded in the Care Inspec-
torate report as ‘Here’s alright, 
it is a life’, ‘There are too many 
agency staff’ and from one 
family member: ‘I was there for 
three hours and couldn’t find a 

member of staff to talk to.’ 
Concerns were also raised 

about the language barrier be-
tween ‘eastern European’ staff 
and patients.

A former nurse at the care 
home said she had raised con-
cerns about the home when she 
handing in her notice. 

Wanting to remain anony-
mous, she said: ‘Quite often 
the home was understaffed due 

to staff sickness. At times all I 
would be doing was giving out 
medication to patients. 

‘The job often lasted for two 
hours as both floors were vis-
ited. Because of this there was 
no way the other duties a nurse 
should perform could happen. 

‘Nursing care was often lack-
ing for patients. 

‘Since then I understand a new 
manager has been in place.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

AN OBAN man was ordered at 
Oban sheriff court on Monday 
to pay back £38,000 of illegal 
earnings from the sale of fake 
DVDs.

In March 2013, police searched 
the home of Stuart Ashley, who 
operated a business as a street 
seller, and seized a large quantity 
of DVD films.

The DVDs were subsequently 
examined by the police and a large 
amount proved to be counterfeit.

The 39-year-old Argyll man 
pleaded guilty to a contravention 
of the Trade Marks Act and in 
December 2013 was sentenced to a 
Community Payback Order for 200 
hours’ unpaid work.

And on Monday, the money he 
made out of the sale of the DVDs  
was confiscated by Oban sheriff 
court under the Proceeds of Crime 
Act.

Lindsey Miller, procurator fiscal 
for Organised Crime and Counter 
Terrorism, said: ‘Ashley sought to 
line his pockets by undermining 
local businesses and the wider 
entertainment industry.

‘Such behaviour will not only 
result in prosecution, but in a full 
financial assessment with a view 
to recovering all available illegal 
earnings from an accused.’

THE Duke of Argyll will conduct 
an opening ceremony to commem-
orate the role of a famous Scots 
battalion during WWI.

The ceremony is to mark the 
official opening of an exhibition 
that will focus on the life, people 
and the war service of the 8th 
Battalion Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders. The exhibition will 
be housed in Inveraray Castle.  

The commemoration, to be held 
on Thursday, May 21, will involve a 
short opening ceremony, which will 
be held in the salon of the castle at 
9.30 am.

This will include the Duke’s 
opening address, piping tunes of 
the battalion, and an overview of 
the battalion’s record by author 
Lorn McIntyre, followed by a visit 
to the exhibition. 

The famous battalion was 
formed in 1881, and existed until 
all Scottish infantry regiments 
were amalgamated into the Royal 
Regiment of Scotland in 2006.
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OBAN police have issued a 
warning to farmers following a 
hoax call from someone claim-
ing to be from the police.

A farmer in the Kilmelford 
area was contacted by some-
one saying they were a police 
offi  cer, inquiring about security 
around their premises.

Police say that farmers and 
those living in rural areas should 
be wary of calls from anyone 
claiming to be a police offi  cer 
asking for security details.

Anyone who receives a 
suspicious call should check its 
validity with their local police 
offi  ce.

OBAN Sea Kayak Race organis-
ers need the help of volunteer 
Rigid Infl atable Boat (RIB) own-
ers for their fi rst ever Lismore 
Challenge on Saturday May 23.

Organisers are hoping to at-
tract competitors from all over 
the country to race the 18km to 
the lighthouse and back. The 
race starts at 2pm.

All proceeds from this event 
and the Oban race on August 
29 go to Oban Lifeboat. 

Telephone Gus Brydon on 
07747695016, or visit Outside 
Edge Oban for more informa-
tion.

NHS  Highland has appointed 
Argyll and Bute’s former lead 
nurse as deputy director of 
nursing and midwifery. 

Pat Tyrrell, who took up the 
post last week, will be succeed-
ed as lead nurse in Argyll and 
Bute by the clinical services 
manager for Bute, Liz Higgins.

NHS  Highland said it was 
going through a period of 
unprecedented change. 

Two arrested over 
early hours fracas 

Ferry passengers’ 
musical interlude  

TWO people were arrested 
in the early hours of Sunday 
morning following separate 
incidents in Oban’s George 
Street.

They were taken to Oban 
police station and charged 
with public order off ences.

On the same night, a win-
dow was smashed in the door 
of The Kitchen Garden in 
George Street sometime be-
tween 6pm on the Saturday 
and 8.45am on the Sunday.

Anyone who may have seen 
anything suspicious is asked 
to call Oban police on 101.

PASSENGERS passing 
through the Oban Caledoni-
an MacBrayne (CalMac) ferry 
terminal will be treated to a 
musical surprise on Saturday.

The Argyll branch of the 
Clarsach Society will be play-
ing in the waiting area, with 
the recital starting around 
1.30pm.

Members of the public not 
travelling by ferry are also 
invited by CalMac to enjoy 
the musical feast.

Give me a sign, pleads owner
A CARAVAN park owner has 
warned of a possible ‘congestion 
nightmare’ following the block-
ing of a road in Oban.

Mike Tye has run the Roseview 
caravan park on Glenshellach 
Road for three years, after his 
father established the business 
47 years ago. 

As reported in last week’s Oban 
Times, part of Glenshellach 
Road is no longer accessible 
between the entrances to McK-
elvie Heights and Hayfield, after 
Argyll and Bute council put up 
bollards and left large boulders 
to block off the road to traffic.

Mike claims a lack of signs 
directing traffic around the new 
route will lead to chaos. 

Mike, 58, who runs the park 
with his partner Fiona, said: ‘I 
was aware the road was going to 
be blocked off but I didn’t think 
it would happen so quickly. It 
just appeared over the May Day 
weekend.

‘I applied to the council about 
a sign to direct traffic to the 
campsite, but they weren’t forth-
coming. They told me all they 
needed to put up was a road end 
or no entry sign.

‘We need to have campervans 

knowing where to go, otherwise 
the congestion at Glenshellach 
Road will be ridiculous.

‘Oban is meant to be a tourist 
destination, but this is just anoth-
er perfect example of the council 
not doing anything to tell people 
coming here on holiday where to 
go.’ 

In order to erect signs for 
tourist attractions in Scotland, 
businesses must meet certain 
requirements. These include 
being accredited with either 
VisitScotland or the Automobile 
Association. However, there are 
no such restrictions on tempo-
rary council signs redirecting 
traffic. 

Mike continued: ‘To me, the at-
titude of the council seems to be 
in Oban, “take it or leave it”, and 
they don’t help the businesses. 

‘I think I’ll just try to put signs 
up without permission; one at 
the roundabout as you come into 
Oban from Lochgilphead on 
Soroba Road, across from the 
fire station. and another one at 
the roundabout before you turn 
into McKelvie Road.

‘The planning to get a sign up 
now would take about a year, and 
we are coming up to the busiest 
part of the season, so I have no 
choice.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll and 

Bute council said: ‘Council staff 
have met the owner of Roseview 
caravan park to discuss the issue 
of signage.

‘Regarding the road, the appro-
priate procedures were followed 
as well as consultation with all 
statutory agencies.

‘In order to place signs for tour-
ist attractions or similar, there 
are various requirements to 
meet, including being accredited 
with either VisitScotland or the 
AA.

‘If signs were erected without 
the appropriate accreditation or 
permission, these may have to 
be removed and this could incur 
costs. The signs would be erect-
ed by the council, and the cost of 
the signs and their installation 
must be met by the applicant. 

‘They must be mounted in a 
suitable place and any main-
tenance or replacement is also 
chargeable. Signs can be shared 
with other accredited business-
es.’

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

SIGN OF 
THE TIMES:
Mike Tye says 
he may be 
forced to put 
up temporary 
direction 
signs without 
council 
permission  
to ensure 
tourists can 
fi nd Roseview 
caravan park

ALL GO: the new viaduct to create a two-way carriage took wo years to complete

CHARGING for parking at 
an Oban beauty spot is under 
review.

Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
councillors discussed scrapping 
charges at Ganavan Sands. 

Oban-based councillor and 
area committee chairman Rod-
dy McCuish has guaranteed that 
the matter will be put before the 
public in June.

The issue, first raised by So-
roba woman Doreen MacLeod 
(pictured right) in April as she, 
along with the descendant of 
the former Ganavan landowner 
– clan chief Morag MacDougall 

of MacDougall (pictured right), 
believed the land was given for 
the ‘people of Oban and its 
visitors’.

Support to have the charges 
removed has come from all over.

John MacNicol, an engineer 
from Paisley, added his voice to 
the campaign. 

Mr MacNicol, a project man-
ager, who calls Oban his ‘epi-
centre’, said: ‘Give us Ganavan 
Sands back, please.

‘In previous years, I camped at 
Ganavan Sands. However, log 
cabins and a barrier gate were 
introduced which restricted 
access to Ganavan for visitors. 

‘It was a major put-off to visi-
tors as site access was restricted. 

‘It was put up, it was said, to 
control young men speeding in 
cars. A site at Ganavan should 
be re-instated. I would person-
ally like the opportunity to visit 
Ganavan again without feeling 
like an intruder.’

Ganavan charges on the agenda
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

CARING CONCERNS: Benderloch’s nursing home is not taking new clients

Give us 
Ganavan 
Sands back, 
please ”

John MacNicol



6 COMMUNITY NEWS Thursday 14 May, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Taynuilt

MORVERN
lines
Old sayings
THIS week, for a change, I thought I would record a 
few old sayings and expressions, some translated from 
Gaelic, which used to be heard around Argyll and 
Inverness-shire. 

Some have been published, others are local and have 
been handed down by word of mouth. They are not 
used as much as they were a decade or so ago. Twitter, 
Facebook and television have probably contributed to 
their demise. 

I would be grateful to any readers for other examples 
or an explanation of how some of them came about.

Never buy a cow from Lismore or take a wife from the 
big house; as sure as death; as old as tea; as black as the 
earl of hell’s waistcoat; barking with the dog and bleating 
with the sheep; to whom can I take my complaint and 
no Clanranald in Moidart [referring to the chief of 
Clanranald killed at the battle of Sheriffmuir, who 
was the idol of his clan]; there is nothing so slippery 
as the door step to the big house; I would rather be a 
tenant in Glencoe than an earl in Kingairloch; where 
carcases are dogs will gather; he is lazy to go to bed at 
night but seven times lazier to rise in the morning [said 
of late night party-goers]; kicking badgers out of their 
beds [said of a person with a bad temper]; if you take a 
wife from Hell, she will take you home with her; a dog’s 
head on a spring morning [referring to an early shower 
at that time of the year]; the Guernsey sheep came out 
last night and ate it [said of anything that mysteriously 
disappears]; the Stewarts, the race of kings and tinkers 
[Stewart was a common surname among tinkers 
which they often adopted for the sake of the supposed 
respectability it conferred]; if you sleep with the dogs 
you can expect to rise with their fleas; the waves have 
some mercy but the rocks have no mercy at all; do not be 
too particular, it mars your happiness; if you roost with 
the crows you can expect to be shot at; Saturday flitting, 
short sitting [meaning that it is bad luck to move house 
on a Saturday]; what the Mull man sees he wants, what 
the Mull man wants the Coll man steals; and what the 
Coll man steals the Tiree man hides; let every man take 
scarts out of the rocks for himself. The story behind this 
one is of two St Kildans catching birds on the island’s 
cliffs. One was at the top holding the end of the rope 
while the other was below taking the young birds from 
their nests. 

After a while the anchor man asked if his companion 
had caught enough birds for both of them; to which 
came the reply, ‘let every man take scarts out of the 
rocks for himself’. On hearing this the other called, ‘let 
every man hold the rope for himself’ and let it go.

The Lochaline bus service

CAMPAIGNER: Mr Gordon of Drimnin 
who helped save the daily mail delivery

THERE is a rumour doing the rounds that the local 
bus service to and from Lochaline, Drimnin and Fort 
William is to be down-graded. 

Given the high cost of fuel in the parish, not to mention 
the appalling state of the roads between Drimnin and 
Carnoch Bridge, this is a serious matter. However, 
to be fair, the service is so under used it is obviously 
becoming difficult to warrant the high running costs 
and the generous subsidy. This diminution of a valuable 
service in Morvern is not new. 

In 1881, the postal authorities announced they 
intended withdrawing the daily mail service between 
Lochaline and Drimnin during the winter, replacing it 
with a three days-a-week substitute. 

THE WEATHER in Arisaig has been drier than usual for 
the last month, according to amateur meteorologist Ranald 
Coyne. 

Just three and a quarter inches of rain fell in the village 
over April, below the average for this time of year. 

Rainfall for the year so far is around 23 and a half inches, 
above average as a result of the wet weather earlier in the 
year. 

Although April was dry there was chill in the air as the 
average temperature ranged from a much colder than usual 
3.4°C  to a typical 13.3°C. The coldest night was 0°C and the 
hottest day was 19°C, both colder than usual. 

THE FORT William women’s rural institute season 
ended with some light-hearted rounds of bingo. 

After the fun, the group turned to the more serious 
matter of the annual general meeting when Isobel 
McGavin announced the results of the ballot for the new 
committee. 

Mrs McGavin was re-elected as president and the 
present committee was returned with the exception of 
Martine Young, who will be replaced by Hilary Dennis 
after three years on the committee. 

The Jenny Feggans crystal bowl was presented to Mrs 
McGavin for winning the most competition points over 
the years. Runners up were Edythe Knowles and Martine 
Young. 

Hilary Dennis and Joan Sheery were winners of the 
evening’s raffle. 

The next meeting will be held on Monday October 5. 

LATHA na Gàidhlig, a day of celebration of Argyll 
Gaelic, took place at Ionad Naomh Moluag (the heritage 
centre) on Lismore on Saturday May 2.

Participants heard from a range of speakers including 
Dr Pavel Iosad and Dr Michael Ramsammy, from the 
University of Edinburgh, who talked about some of the 
results of research they undertook on Lismore last year.  

A tour of some other Argyll islands followed with 
Alastair Scouller talking about the Gaelic of Colonsay, 
Alan Boyd giving his observations on Tiree Gaelic and 
Paddy McNicol of Port Appin providing fascinating 
insights on the Gaelic of Lismore, the results of his own 
research. 

The day finished with a cèilidh, featuring some of Lis-
more’s rich range of musical talent. Katy Crossan proved 
to be an outstanding hostess, introducing instrumentalists 
Angus Nicolson, Arthur Cross and Duncan Ferguson, 
singers Duncan Livingstone, Sebastian Tombs, Alastair 
Scouller and Sophie King, as well as three generations of 
singers from the same family - Mary MacDougall, Laura 
Cook and Katie Cook.

PRESIDENT Jessie Servant welcomed 17 members to 
the annual general meeting of the Taynuilt branch of the  
Scottish Women’s Rural Institute in the village hall on 
April 8. 

Jessie thanked everyone for their support throughout 
the year.

Members had visited various institutes during the ses-
sion and Ann MacCallum gave the financial report. 

Jean Anderson and Shirley Livingstone were thanked 
for coming along to count the voting papers. 

Office bearers for 2015/2016: president, Jessie Servant; 
vice president, Alice Campbell; secretaries, Mary Morse 
and Marlene Stanners; treasurer, Ann MacCallum; 
minute secretary, Jane Gillies; magazine secretary Stella 
Huntingford and press secretary Tracey Sage. 

Demonstrator for the evening was Ellie Galbraith with 
her smoothies - guess the contents topic.

A selection of five different smoothies were mixed and 
members had a great time working out the ingredients in 
each one. 

The winner was Shirley Livingstone. The shield for 
the most points secured throughout the year was won by 
Ann Sutherland. Alice Campbell came second, winning 
the plate, and in third place was Jessie MacFarlane.    
 Competitions: Victoria sponge, 1 Ann Sutherland; 2 Ellie 
Galbraith. Photograph of wildlife, 1 Jessie MacFarlane;  2 
Alice Campbell.               

Hostesses for the evening were the non-committee 
members who provided a lovely tea.

The locals were having none of it and a meeting of all 
the inhabitants of the parish was called. 

Colonel Cheape, owner of Killundine Estate, chaired 
it and was supported by a few of his fellow lairds. The 
minister, the doctor and a number of other figureheads 
in the community voiced their opinion. Mr Gordon, 
the owner of Drimnin Estate, moved that seeing the 
mail steamer was to call daily at Lochaline during the 
winter months there was no need for the service to be 
withdrawn. 

His motion was seconded by Mr Ferguson, merchant, 
Lochaline. 

Dr John Macleod, the Church of Scotland minister 
of Morvern who was living at Fiunary, said that if 
the district was to grow and expand, it was absolutely 
necessary that a daily mail service be maintained. His 
motion was seconded by Mr Sellar of Ardtornish.

Dr Fraser, Morvern’s GP, proposed the motion, 
seconded by Mr Fletcher, factor of Laudale Estate, 
that certified copies of the minute of the meeting be 
forwarded to the postmaster general in London, the 
surveyor general for Scotland and the MP for Argyll.

They aimed high in these days and got results. Let us 
hope that today’s landowners and civic leaders put their 
shoulders to the wheel and help save the town bus when 
the time comes.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Lismore

Fort William

Arisaig

AN EXCITING new social network-
ing opportunity for women living 
in the north of Mull has got off the 
ground.

Dervaig Divas has been born out 
efforts to revitalise the Scottish 
Women’s Institute (SWI) to reflect 
the modern day interests and social 
habits after a new-style pilot meeting 
was held in a community pub.

Out go the traditional competitions 
and monthly meetings - in their place 
come weekly gatherings featuring 
wine-tasting, photography, pilates, an 
Abba night and computing.

Behind the pilot meeting was 
Sheelagh Still of the Mull and Tiree 
Federation who said: ‘The number in-
terested is around 20 which is amaz-
ing for a village of this size and it is so 

refreshing to have younger people’s 
ideas. We have decided initially to 
meet weekly alternating between 
afternoons and evenings to enable as 
many women from the 20 to come. It 
was a very good night and it will be 
interesting to see how it evolves.’

More than a dozen ladies turned 
up, with a further eight giving their 
apologies because they were unable 
to attend, but showing their interest 
in becoming involved.

Sheelagh said: ‘Our SWRI in 
Dervaig disbanded last year because 
of a lack of members, but I did some 
research locally and was surprised by 
the response I got and realised we 
could become part of the pilot pro-
ject. It is good to have the support of 
the Mull and Tiree Federation, as the 

Divas have opportunities to join in 
with a federation social event in July, 
and enrol in courses on papercraft 
and stumpwork in the autumn.

‘It’s great we have become the first 
area of Scotland to try this out and we 
hope other areas have similar success 
to help generate new interest in the 
SWI.’

Other pilots are planned in Glas-
gow and Aberdeen and these will 
complement the existing network of 
traditional meetings that have been 
held all over Scotland since the or-
ganisation was founded in 1917.

Earlier this year, the institute 
dropped ‘rural’ from its name and 
unveiled a new logo and motto, 
‘Women Together’, replacing ‘For 
Home and Country’. 

THE YOUNGEST pupils of Glencoe 
and Duror primary schools came 
together for a week of fun in the sun 
after the Easter holidays. 

Children in the primary one to three 
classes enjoyed outdoor activities at 

ON THE GO: Glencoe and Duror primary school pupils enjoyed a sunny week fi lled with outdoor activities

GREAT EFFORT: Kinlochleven is looking spick and span 
thanks to the hard work of volunteers. Residents and 
visitors to the village gathered for the Kinlochleven 

community trust’s annual village clean up on Saturday 
April 18.  Around 20 people attended, more than double 

last year’s turn-out

Kinlochleven

GENEROUS Kyleakin 
primary school pupils 
more than doubled their 
fundraising target when 
donating to support peo-
ple in Nepal. 

The children brought 
in a pound for a non-uni-
form day to raise money 
for clean drinking water 
kits after the earthquake 
in Nepal last month but 
smashed their target by 
raising £128.28. 

Pupils also made Nep-
alese prayer flags to be 
displayed at school.

Glencoe Lochan before meeting the 
staff of Stramash, a social enterprise 

specialising in outside activities. 
Afterwards the pupils spent a day 
at Glencoe national trust where 
they learned about pondlife through 
drama, craftwork and pond dipping.

South Lochaber

GENEROUS: Kyleakin pupils made Nepalese prayer fl ags as part of a fundraising day

Kyleakin

ABRIDGED minutes of the Spean 
Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry 
community council meeting, held on 
Tuesday May 5 at Achnacarry village 
hall.

BEAR and Transport Scotland: Dia-
logue continues about various problems 
on the A82, so far without result. The 
culvert at the junction of the A86 and 
A889 will be repaired soon, but there 
had been little progress to report on any 
of the other outstanding issues. 

Broadband: Vodafone has been in 
touch again hoping further sites have 
been identified in Spean Bridge and Roy 
Bridge. Peter McIntosh agreed that the 
Great Glen and Glen Spean marketing 
group would take over finding sites in 
Spean Bridge, whilst the community 
council continues to look for some in 
Roy Bridge.

Highland council: No progress to date, 
and William Gilfillan hadn’t responded 
to the community council’s complaint 
regarding the promised  improved com-
munications in Lochaber which failed 
after three months.

Bill Clark will now intervene on the 
community council’s behalf to get a nom-

inated representative appointed and to 
progress the list of outstanding matters.

Spar car park drainage: The offending 
drain is actually a sump and the respon-
sibility of CJ Lang under the contractual 
agreement with the owner. It is, however, 
private land and although the secretary 
will write to the tenant looking for a 
goodwill solution that is all we can do. 
Matter closed.

Micro hydro schemes:  Following the 
secretary’s intervention the Forestry 
commission has intimated there has 
been some interest in developing sites in 
the community council area, but it is still 
at an early stage.

BT telephone kiosk  acquisition: 
Before proceeding, the community 
council needs to determine where the BT 
telephone boxes are situated in the area 
and accept responsibility for the power 
connection. However, it is worth pur-
suing as a site for a defibrillator in Roy 
Bridge and the secretary will continue 
the dialogue with BT.

The next meeting and annual general 
meeting will be held on June 2 at Spean 
Bridge primary school, beginning at 
7pm. 

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry

AN ESTATE owner has opened 
a new walking trail, inspired by a 
favourite book of his children. 

The Gruffalo Trail is now open for 
people of all ages to enjoy within 
Ardkinglas Woodland Garden, 
around 10 miles from Inveraray.

After a five-minute walk from the 
car park, a metalwork sculpture of 
the mouse from Julia Donaldson’s 
award-winning story greets visitors 
at the start of the trail, where walkers 
can pick up a trail map.  

The trail follows a short route 
through the woods, with views down 

to the river and with moss banks 
beneath mature trees.  

At the end of the path, the Gruffalo 
sculpture is hidden, waiting to 
surprise the exploring children.  

Selected pages from the Scots 
version of the famous tale are 
displayed at intervals along the way. 

David Sumison, estate owner, said: 
‘The Ardkinglas woods have been 
explored by generations of children 
over the years and many of us have 
our favourite routes, associated with 
particular people or adventures. 
Having young children myself, the 

much-loved Gruffalo story has been 
read over and over again. Last year 
I realised that this corner of the 
woodland garden could provide 
the perfect setting for the book’s 
characters.’

The project was completed by the 
estate, in partnership with Magic 
Light Pictures, which licensed 
the brand material, Macmillan 
Children’s Books and Black and 
White Publishing Limited.

Author Julia Donaldson will be 
visiting Ardkinglas and the trail for 
an event in August 2015.

ULVA primary school took part in its 
annual beach clean. 

Pupils started at Killiechronan 
beach and worked their way along 
towards the school. The pupils said: 
‘We mainly collected plastics but we 
had ropes, oil containers, broken 
floats and even mink traps. We are 
grateful to the pupils and staff from 
Lochdon who helped in the morning 
and the parents and grandparents 
who turned up. We finished the day 
with a barbecue at the school.’

Ulva

Celebrate this summer by winning 
tickets to Gardening Scotland 2015 
an unmissable day out. Gardening 
Scotland have teamed up with The 
Oban Times to offer ten pairs of 
tickets for this year’s show. It is the 
national gardening and outdoor 
living show and this year it will take 
place from Friday, 29 to Sunday 31 
May at The Royal Highland Centre 
Edinburgh and kids go FREE!
There are inspirational Show 

Gardens, workshops and 
demonstrations on all kinds of 
growing and gardening as well as 
400 exhibitors selling home and 
garden accessories. The Albert 
Bartlett Cookery Theatre, Food 
Fayre, giant Craft Marquee and The 
Big Back Garden which is dedicated 
to family entertainment, also provide 
great ideas for fun in the garden.
Book your tickets online at www.
gardeningscotland.com.

Answer................................................... ..........................................................
Name..................................................... ..........................................................
Address ...........................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode...........................................
Telephone..............................................Email .................................................

For your chance to win one of ten pairs of tickets, simply answer this easy 
question, complete the coupon and post it to The Oban Times, Gardening 

Scotland Comp, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.  
Entries must be submitted by Thursday 21 May 2015.

QUESTION: What vegetable are the cookery theatre sponsors 
Albert Bartlett famous for?

a) Carrots   b) Onions   c) Potatoes

WIN TICKETS TO 
GARDENING 
SCOTLAND 2015 
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Scotland has an abundance of wood. However, is a wood 
fuelled heating system the right option for you and your home? 
We can give you free, impartial and in-depth advice on the 
best renewables options. We can also provide information on 
financial support available.

thinking about

What is biomass?

Biomass renewable heating systems burn wood pellets, chips or logs to provide 
warmth in a single room and can power central heating and hot water boilers. 

Central heating systems using locally sourced sustainable wood fuel are a low carbon 
alternative to fossil fuels and can be cheaper to run than off -gas alternatives.

How does it work?

A boiler burns logs, pellets or chips, and is connected to a central heating and hot wa-
ter system. A wood-fuelled biomass boiler could save you up to £880 a year compared 
to electric heating*.

What do I need?

Suitable properties should have enough space to install the heating system (inside or 
outside) and store the fuel, and have a locally available wood fuel source.

The benefi ts of biomass heating
1 Aff ordable heating fuel

The price of wood fuel varies considerably but it is often cheaper than other ways of 
heating your home.

2 Financial support

Wood fuel boiler systems could benefi t from the Renewable Heat Incentive. For a 
four-bedroom detached house, you could receive payments of around £1,730 to 
£2,610 a year**. In addition, the Home Energy Scotland renewables loan scheme is 
currently open to new applications. Interest-free loans for up to 75 per cent of the 
total cost of renewables systems are available up to £10,000.

3 A low-carbon option

The carbon dioxide emitted when wood is burned is the same amount that was 
absorbed over the months and years that the plant was growing. The process is 
sustainable as long as new plants continue to grow in place of those used for fuel. 
There are some carbon emissions caused by the cultivation, manufacture and trans-
portation of the fuel, but as long as the fuel is sourced locally, these are much lower 
than the emissions from fossil fuels.

For more information call Home Energy Scotland 

on 0808 808 2282 to fi nd out how 

you can save energy and more money, 

and book a free home visit to assess your property. 

*Based on a typical four-bed detached solid-walled home switching from electric storage heating to a biomass 
pellet boiler. Using an off -peak (Economy 7) electricity price of 7.22p/kWh and a wood pellet price of 4.77p/
kWh (bulk price). Prices correct as of February 2015 and valid for 2015.

**Based on an RHI tariff  of 8.93p/kWh, valid for installations made between April 1 and June 30, 2015.

A low-carbon 
alternative to electric 
heating that could save 
you up to £880 a year

TIMESLINE

IT WAS full steam ahead for the 
Jacobite steam train this week 
after a temporary suspension 
was lifted. 

The first journey of the year 
on the popular tourist attraction 
went ahead on Monday (May 11) 
despite worries the Fort William 
to Mallaig service would have to 
be cancelled. 

Operators West Coast 
Railways (WCR) had its licence 
temporarily suspended last 
month after another train run by 
the company crossed a red light 
in England. Network Rail said 
WCR had to carry out a number 
of improvements to prevent a 
permanent loss of licence. 

But last Thursday (May 7) 
a Network Rail spokesman 
announced the suspension had 
been lifted and the Jacobite 
train, best known for appearing 
in the Harry Potter films, could 
run as normal. 

A spokesperson for WCR said 
on Friday: ‘We are delighted 
to announce our 20th season 
running the world famous 
Jacobite steam train from Fort 
William to Mallaig. The Jacobite 
will steam out on schedule 
on Monday and all services 
thereafter remain unchanged.’

This came as a relief to those 
concerned about the loss of trade 
in Lochaber, particularly in 

Kinlochleven rider Gary MacDonald said he was ‘delighted’ to take second place in this year’s Scottish six days trial for the fi rst time 
in his 13 years of competing. For more on the trials see page 11. Photograph by TRIALSCENTRAL.COM 

A FORT William house has been 
left partially destroyed after 
going up in fl ames in the early 
hours of Saturday morning. 

The fi re in the semi-detached 
home on Abrach road, 
Inverlochy, was reported just 
after 3am on Saturday May 
9 and the fi rst fl oor and roof 
area of the house is said to 
be ‘destroyed’ with smoke 
damage on the ground fl oor. 

Two appliances from Fort 
William attended the scene 
and fi refi ghters used two 
main jets and one hose reel 
jet to dampen the fl ames. The 
fi re was dampened before 
catching on to the attached 
property and the householders 
managed to escape the house 
safely before the fi refi ghters 
arrived.

A spokesman for Scottish 
fi re and rescue service said 
there were no suspicious 
circumstances. He added: 
‘The fi rst fl oor and roof were 
destroyed and there is smoke 
damage to the ground fl oor 
but thankfully no-one was 
inside.’

MALLAIG lifeboat crew 
towed a fi shing boat to 
safety on Sunday,  after it 
broke down in deteriorating 
weather. 

The royal national lifeboat 
institution (RNLI) crew was 
launched by Stornoway 
coastguard after the vessel’s 
propeller failed about half a 
mile south of Muck. 

Bad weather also meant 
the anchor was unable to 
hold the boat in position but 
another vessel in the area 
reached the fi shing boat 
ahead of the lifeboat and 
used an attached line to keep 
the boat off  the shore until 
the RNLI crew towed it back 
to Mallaig. 

ALL ABOARD: James Shuttleworth of West Coast Railways and 
Lesley Benfi eld of Lochaber chamber of commerce wave off  the 

Jacobite steam train on fi rst trip of the season to Mallaig

Full steam ahead for Jacobite 
train after suspension is lifted
EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Mallaig, where businesses make 
thousands of pounds a day from 
train passengers.  

Lesley Benfield, chief executive 
of Lochaber chamber of 
commerce, waved off the first 
group aboard the steam train on 
Monday. 

She said: ‘We are quite 
delighted to see the Jacobite 
steam train and West Coast 
Railways return to Lochaber 
for the summer season, as per 
normal.  Not only does it bring 
recognition to the area running 
on one of the most scenic railway 
routes in the world, it also 
makes a major contribution to 
the Lochaber economy and is 
a tremendous benefit to local 
businesses. 

‘Standing on the platform 
and seeing hundreds of people 
from all over the world getting 
on board was very heartening, 
especially knowing that despite 
the not so good weather we were 
experiencing they were all going 
to have a great time enjoying 
the wonderful views from the 
comfort of their railway carriages 
and the many welcoming shops 
and attractions in Mallaig.’ 

In a letter to WCR, Paul 
McMahon, freight director for 
Network Rail, said appointing 
new ‘leadership’ staff and 
making changes to a safety 
management system were among 
the improvements which allowed 
the suspension to be lifted. 

Gary wheels closer to trial top spot

Fire rips through 
Inverlochy home

Broken down boat 
towed to safety

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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AMPING and caravanning is a 
fantastic way to experience the 
west coast’s stunning outdoors 
in spring, with some of the 
freshest air and most dazzling 
scenery in the world and a slower 
pace of life. It’s the season for 
yellow on the gorse and bluebells 
form a carpet of azure across 
the west coast and the isles. 
Wildlife watching is at its best 
now, whether seeking the elusive 
corncrake or spotting dolphins 
frolicking in the surf. Hiking, 
fishing, boating and swimming 
are just outside the door at the 
west coast’s many fine camping 
sites. Camping offers an escape 
from the ordinary into an 
ethereal landscape where Gaelic 
culture is alive and well and 
the spirits of Vikings roam the 
heather-covered hills.

Camping has come a long way 
from basic tents and pop-up motor 
homes. Being a weekend warrior 
is more comfortable than ever, 
with accommodation for all tastes, 
from chalets and caravans for a 
‘glamping’ experience, to scenic 
pitches for the tent crowd and 
touring pitches for motor home 
enthusiasts. 

Visitors to the west coast are 
spoiled for choice. At Linnhe 
Lochside Holidays, luxury self-
catering camping holidays provide 
the ultimate ‘get away from it all’ 
experience. Located five miles 
from Fort William, the Outdoor 
Capital of the UK, this award-
winning holiday park overlooks 
Loch Eil and the mountains 
beyond, set amongst a dazzling 
display of flowering trees and 
shrubs- truly a picture perfect way 
to spend a holiday. 

Whether an Alpine chalet, a 
caravan holiday home or a camping 
pitch, there is comfortable 
camping with all the amenities for 

every budget and taste, including 
free fishing, laundry, play room, 
private beach, motor home service 
point and available Wifi. 

Easing away the stresses of 
modern living with all the modern 
amenities - it’s a way of life at 
Resipole Holiday Park. Located 
on the beautiful Ardnamurchan 
peninsula, the comfortable self-
catering accommodation, holiday 
homes or touring park make a 
fine base for exploring the ancient 
Caledonian oak forest or climbing 
Ben Resipole for magnificent 
views out to Skye, the Inner and 
Outer Hebrides and over to Ben 
Nevis. 

A working farm with the 
calming sight of grazing Highland 
cows amongst the wild setting, the 
Resipole Holiday Park family is 
always on hand to ensure every 
holiday goes without a hitch, 
whether it is boating, wildlife 
watching or hiking. There is even 
an art gallery.

For the wild at heart, Forestry 
Commission campsites such as 
Sallochy offer prime woodland 
experiences. Located on the 
‘Bonnie Banks o’ Loch Lomond’, 
this tents-only campsite among 
the oak trees is ideal for families 
and walkers and, indeed, for 
anyone looking for a short outdoor 
break in the Loch Lomond and 
Trossachs National Park. With 
toilets/washing up points and fire 
rings at Sallochy, all the basics 
are taken care of for a laid-back 
atmosphere in the peace and quiet. 

The outdoors challenged need 
not be intimidated by the camping 
experience. Chalets offer all the 
amenities, with a view that can’t be 
beat and, for the intrepid camper, 
tents have come a long way. 

Today’s kit is more weatherproof 
than ever and can include a wood 

burning stove and enough room for 
the whole family to sleep and hang 
out comfortably. The advantage 
of a tent is flexibility. There are 
fine camping pitches offering a 
warm welcome and all the services 
a camper needs, not to mention 
thousands of breathtaking places 
to wild camp. It’s just a matter of 
finding that perfect spot at the 
foot of a mountain or beside a 
bubbling waterfall and setting up.

As for supplies, one is never 
too far from a friendly shop that 
will have everything needed for 
a comfortable outing including 
sunscreen, midge repellent, fire 
starters, a first aid kit and sundry 
groceries. 

Whether looking for history, 
outdoor activities or spectacular 
wildlife, a camping holiday on the 
west coast is the ideal base from 
which to explore, get active or just 
relax and enjoy the view.

Killiechronan holiday cottages 
on Mull offer eight self-catering 
holiday cottages in an exceptional 
location.

The cottages enjoy spectacular 
views of Loch Na Keal and the 
River Ba flows into the sea a short 
distance below the cottages and 
the long flat pebble beach provides 
extensive walking at low tide.

River fishing and pony trekking 
are both available and can be 
arranged on site. 

Elderburn luxury lodges in Fife 
offer two two-bedroom lodges and 
two three-bedroom lodges, each 
decorated in a luxurious, modern, 
yet traditional style.

The lodges are perfectly located 
within easy travelling distance of 
historic attractions, walks, cycling 
routes, golf courses and more.

Couples, groups and families will 
be able to immerse themselves in a 
truly exciting escape that will cater 
for all manner of tastes.

CARAVANNING, 
                           CAMPING AND 

      Spectacular getaways

C

THE KEYS to the former 
Rockfield primary school are 
due to be handed over to Oban 
Communities Trust (OCT) this 
week. 

The community venture hopes 
to mirror other successful 
community projects in the town 
like Atlantis Leisure and Oban 
Phoenix Cinema by opening a 
community arts, culture and 
heritage hub.

Gordon McNab, chairman of 
OCT, said: ‘This, too, is a special 
project. A huge thank you is 

FRIENDS of Oban Play Park is another step 
closer to realising its ambitions of creating two 
new community play parks next to Atlantis 
Leisure and upgrading the Millennium garden.

A donation of £10,000 from Crerar Hotels 
Trust and £3,500 from Greenergy means the 
garden can now be upgraded at the same time as 
building the five to 15-year-olds’ park.

Lyndsay Elliot, of the fundraising group, said 
they were ‘delighted’ with the donations.

‘We had applied to the Crerar Hotel Trust 
previously but had been unsuccessful as they had 
already allocated their funds for that year, but 
were successful this time round,’ she said.

‘We are, of course, still fundraising for the 
under-five area and are still seeking people to 
make fish for the fish bomb which is running 
from May 22 to 31 as part of the Festival of 

due to all the people who have 
turned this dream into a reality. 
Although the journey to reach 
this stage has been short and has 
been difficult, it really has been 
worth it.’ 

The key hand-over over will be 
celebrated at an official event to 
be announced soon. 

Gordon added: ‘Once we have 
the keys we will be looking to 
form work parties to tidy up the 
grounds. We have some keen 
volunteers waiting in the wings 
and if others from the community 

want to come and help then 
please contact us. Contractors 
with expertise in dealing with dry 
rot, who have indicated support, 
please get in touch. We will need 
your help soon.’ 

Meanwhile fundraising for the 
first phase of the re-development 
of the building is progressing. 
The Top up The Tower Fund now 
stands at £20,000.  

Gordon continued: ‘We need 
to keep the momentum up with 
our fundraising campaign and 
are now appealing not only to 

businesses in the town, but also 
members of the community to 
continue to ‘dig deep’ to progress 
our vision. 

‘Not only will the centre 
benefit users directly; there will 
be so many spin-off benefits 
for businesses in the town. We 
will be circulating letters of 
request and hope everyone will 
respond generously. Thank you 
to the members of the public and 
businesses who have donated to 
date. This is for our community 
and every pound counts.’

Youngsters on the run for ABCD

AROUND 20 youngsters pulled 
on their running shoes to 

take part in the Argyll Beats 
Cardiovascular Disease (ABCD) 
fun run in Oban last weekend.
The young guns tackled a one 

kilometre track around Lorn and 
Islands hospital to raise funds 

for the charity. 
Senior runners completed a 10K 

course. See back page.

A step closer to 
new play parks

the Sea.’ Friends of Oban Play Park hope to 
announce soon who will be building the £172,000 
five-to-15 play park, which it is also hoped will be 
completed by September.

There is now £23,000 available for the garden 
upgrade, with £15,000 from the Baily Thomas 
Charitable Fund, secured last year, and a 
donation from Jewson for path materials.  

‘We will be upgrading the path to be wheelchair 
and buggy accessible and providing multi-sensory 
play equipment including mirrors, bug inspection 
posts, musical instruments and natural wooden 
carvings,’ said Lyndsay.

Fundraising continues for the under-fives’ play 
park, with some money already secured.

‘We’re working on an estimated cost of 
£150,000 for the under-five area, however, we 
will be working on the design over the coming 
months and this may change depending on what 
our community wants.  

‘We’re about 20 per cent of our way there, and 
actively seeking further funding,’ added Lyndsay.

The fish bomb is aimed at raising awareness and 
therefore funds for Oban Community Play Park.
People are asked to make fish from recycled and 
other materials, hand them into Atlantis by May 
20 and they will be displayed in public locations 
during the festival. 

There is also a fishy disco at Glencruitten Golf 
Club on Friday May 22 for children, as a fund-
raiser. 

More details can be found at www.
atlantisleisure.co.uk/playpark

A PLANNING application has been lodged to 
convert offices in Fort William into flats. 

Tweedale buildings is currently occupied by 
Highland council staff but it is hoped the site 
can be converted into housing when the local 
authority moves to new premises. 

This is part of a wider plan by the council to 
move its workforce into the old Fort William high 
school on Achintore road, which has been empty 
for more than 25 years. 

Planning application lodged 
to convert offi  ces into fl ats

Caravan & Trailer Centre
For All your Caravan, Motorhome or Trailer needs

CARAVANS - Servicing/Parts/ Repairs

West Highland Motorhome Rentals
01631 563638   

trailwest@talktalkbusiness.net

Trail West 3-4 Mill Lane 
Lochavullin Ind Estate OBAN

Serving
Highlands 

& the 
Islands

for 35 yrs

Trailers – Sales/
Servicing/Repairs

Towbars supplied Motorhomes for sale 
and for hire
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HUNDREDS of people have 
backed a campaign for a new play 
park in a Fort William village. 

The people of Caol, the biggest 
village in Scotland, have come 
together in droves to support 
fundraising for the new facility 
as they say the current parks are 
unsuitable for the number of 
children using them and provide 
no disabled access. 

One parent, Damian 
MacDonald, set up a group on 
Facebook to gauge the interest 
and said he couldn’t believe 
it when 500 people joined in 
just four hours on Saturday. 
More than 600 people are now 
involved. 

At the Caol community council 
meeting on Monday night Mr 

POLICE have issued a warning 
about a phone scam reported 
to be operating in the High-
lands and islands. 

Three cases of suspected 
fraud have been reported 
recently. On each occasion the 
victim was told by the caller 
their computer required work 
to get rid of viruses. But money 
was requested via credit card 
with no proof of purchase or 
services and the victims had 
hundreds of pounds charged 
to their accounts. 

Police have advised the public 
never to provide bank or card 
details over the phone. Further 
tips included going ex-directo-
ry, informing trading standards 
of suspicious behaviour and 
never giving out a pin number. 

Anyone who receives a similar 
call should report the matter to 
police by calling 101. 

CHARITIES in the outer 
Hebrides have the chance 
of getting grants of up to 
£10,000 from the Western Isles 
development trust. 

The trust has £400,000 
available for eligible projects, 
from income of renewable 
energy schemes.

To be eligible applications 
must come from groups 
working to reduce poverty, 
improve or protect the 
environment or benefi t 
citizenship, arts, heritage, 
culture and science in the 
Western Isles. 

More information and 
enquiry forms are available at 
www.widt.co.uk.  

A NEW NHS position to 
improve  care in the Western 
isles has been fi lled. 

Dr Ron Culley will take up 
the chief offi  cer of health 
and social care this summer, 
to provide leadership for the 
integrated care team. 

Dr Culley is currently work-
ing in a similar position with 
the Convention of Scottish 
Local Authorities (COSLA).

He said: ‘I am delighted to 
have been appointed to this 
challenging post and look 
forward to moving to the 
Western Isles with my family. 

‘Health and social care 
integration is a major change 
in providing services but ulti-
mately it is about improving 
those services for commu-
nities. I am committed to 
delivering that aim, working 
with partner agencies and 
other organisations for the 
benefi t of the Western Isles.’ 

Fort William primary school pupils enjoyed an afternoon of celebrations to mark Victory in Europe day (VE day) as part of their class 
topic on the second world war.  The children dressed in 1940s’ clothes, hung bunting and had a party in the playground to mark the 

70th anniversary of the end of the war 20_f20fortps01

A NEW song to commemorate fallen soldiers, 
written by Lochaber musician Gary Innes, is to 
be released next week. 

‘Our Heroes’ features Scottish folk musicians 
including members of Mànran, Treacherous 
Orchestra, Skerryvore, Rura and the Red Hot 
Chilli Pipers but one instrument in particular 
has an important meaning on the single, which 
is available for download on Monday (May 18). 

Duncan MacGillivray features in the song, 
playing on a set of World War One bagpipes 
which belonged to fallen relative Lance Cor-
poral Donald Paterson of the fourth Cameron 
Highlanders.

The single will be released exactly 100 years 
to the day that 23-year-old Mr Paterson died, 
alongside 17,000 allied soldiers at the battle of 
Festubert. The pipes were used to rally troops 
as they went over the top into battle and after 
his death were sent home to his family.

All money raised from downloads will be 
donated to Erskine, Scotland’s veterans charity. 

Mr Innes, accordion player with Scottish folk-
rock band, Mànran, said: ‘I originally wrote Our 
Heroes a couple of years ago to commemorate 
the war, performing it as part of a show called 
‘Shinty’s Heroes’. I felt it was really important 
to remember the fallen at Festubert 100 years 
on. It was then I thought about recording ‘Our 
Heroes’ and donating the money to supporting 
Scottish veterans. I want to say a big thank you 
to everyone involved with the recording, mixing 
and mastering who happily gave their time for 
free.’

TIMESLINE

Left: Damian MacDonald

Hundreds back Caol 
play park campaign

MacDonald, a father of two, 
said: ‘I just wanted to see what 
the reaction would be because 
I don’t think what we have is 
good enough and by the sounds 
of things hundreds of people 
seem to agree. I know this won’t 
happen overnight - it’s going to 
be a long-term project - but I’d 
like to see it happen.’ 

The community council 
supported the plan and a steering 
group is being set up. 

Mr MacDonald said residents 
would be consulted on the 
best place to put the new park 
and he would particularly like 
to see roundabouts and other 
play equipment suitable for 
wheelchair access. 

He also added the group may 
also have to campaign for more 
safe crossings in the village 
to allow as many children as 
possible to access the park. He 

said: ‘No matter where the park 
goes there’s going to be children 
who have to cross a busy road to 
get to it and I wouldn’t let my kids 
go if they couldn’t cross safely. 
We’ll need to look into getting 
another crossing put in.’ 

Jane Young of Caol community 
council said: ‘We have three 
parks in Caol but none of them 
are in the best condition and none 
of them are suitable for disabled 
children. We want all kids to 
have the same access to things so 
some new equipment you can get 
wheelchairs and things like that 
on would be great.’ 

A new park is expected to cost 
anything between £100,000 and 
£250,000, depending on what 
equipment is chosen. 

Dot Ferguson, ward manager 
for Highland council, said she 
was happy to help establish a 
steering group and advise on 

how to fundraise. She said: ‘Play 
provision is a key part of health 
so the council would be happy to 
help and I can point you in the 
right direction for grants, there’s 
funding available if you know 
where to look.’ 

Highland councillors Ben 
Thompson and Allan Henderson 
also agreed to help the new 
steering group, which will work as 
a sub-group of Caol community 
council. 

The idea originated from 
a neighbouring group, the 
Plantation community 
association, which recently 
received £247,000 from the 
Big Lottery for a new park and 
outdoor fitness area in Fort 
William. 

Mr MacDonald said he planned 
to invite a member of the 
association to the first meeting 
for advice.

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Above: parents and children of 
Caol say they want a better park 

with disabled access

Phone fraudsters 
target Highlands 

Doctor committed 
to new caring role

Development trust 
grants up for grabs 

MEANINGFUL: Duncan MacGillivray with the 
World War One pipes featured in the single

Musicians on song 
to boost veterans

A ROYAL Navy submariner 
from Skye has been given a 
‘tremendous honour’ when he 
was unanimously voted man of 
the patrol by his shipmates. 

John Sheedy, head chef on 
board the HMS Vanguard, was 
given the accolade by his fellow 
crew members for improving 
the wellbeing and morale of 
the ship’s 185-strong company 
during months beneath the 
waves.  The 29-year-old former 
Portree high school pupil said: 
‘It is a tremendous honour to be 
voted man of the patrol. 

‘It was a complete surprise to 
me and it means a lot to me that 
I am held in such high regard by 
my fellow submariners.’

HONOURED: John Sheedy, head 
chef on the HMS Vanguard 

submarine, was named man 
of the ship by fellow crew 

members

Skye man’s 
delight at 
topping 
patrol poll 

THE FUTURE of the Corran ferry is to be 
discussed in Lochaber on Monday (May 18). 

Highland councillors will be attending the 
ward forum in Ardnamurchan high school, 
along with William Gilfillan, director of 
community services for the local authority. 

Anyone with an interest in the Ardgour to 
Corran service is invited to attend and the main 
focus will be on cost reduction and considering 
new ideas. 

Thomas MacLennan, leader of Lochaber 
area committee, said: ‘The community has 

already been very proactive in putting forward 
suggestions about how we can reduce the costs 
of operating the Corran ferry.  

‘The ward forum will give further opportunity 
for discussion of these ideas with the wider 
community as well as the opportunity to 
consider any new ones which may be put 
forward.’ 

The meeting will be held from 6.30pm until 
8.30pm, with the last 20 minutes dedicated to a 
public question and answer session about other 
issues in the area. 

Highland councillors put the future of 
Corran ferry in ward forum spotlight

West Highland Gas Ltd
Unit 33,  
Ben Nevis Industrial Estate, 
Fort William, Highland, PH33 6PR

Tel: 01397 701414

Lochy Caravans of Fort William 
are no longer an authorised 
Calor dealership, however, we 
are pleased to announce that 
West Highland Gas Ltd are 
available for all your cylinder 
and LPG appliance needs.

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the official magazine 

of the Standing Council 

of Scottish Chiefs, 

the new-look Scots 

Heritage magazine is an 

unbeatable read. 

UK subscription: £15  

Worldwide subscription: £25

Subscribe to

SCOTS
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Days gone by - CalMac offi  ce workers 
and dockers - late ’50s to early ’60s

Glasgow Letter

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing ed-
itor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to 
print them. Names and 

postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 

Anonymous letters or 
those supplied without a 

contact telephone number 
will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

SPONSORS

LAST 
WEEK’S 

SOLUTION

SUMMER EDITION 
OUT NOW

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

THE OBAN TIMES
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

CROSSWORD

This photograph, taken in the late 1950s or early 1960s, was submitted by Piegi Robertson of Oban. It shows MacBrayne 
offi  ce workers and dockers including Piegi’s dad, Angus MacKinnon, who had been a fi sherman before taking up a job 

on the Railway Pier in Oban. Piegi remembers fondly all the men in the picture and was able to point out where they 
lived in the town. Piegi said that people from the town would know and recognise other people in the picture. One 

man, Jimmy Spencer, second right, was quite a character. She remembered that although he was a man of comfortable 
means and in permanent employment, he had chosen to live in a cave. The cave was just beyond the Manor House on 
Gallanach Road. Left to right: Neil McEachn, Duncan McTaggart, Angus McKinnon, Alick Smith, Jimmy Stewart, Donald 

MacKenzie, Colin MacDonald, Jimmy MacCulloch, Duncan MacLean, Alistair MacKichen, John Steele, Jimmy Spencer 
and Michael McKinnon. Digital versions of fl ashback photos for The Oban Times can be sent to editor@obantimes.

co.uk or prints sent in to Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a print returned should 
include a stamped, addressed envelope.

CHAN eil teagamh nach b’ e co-
dhùnadh eachdraidheil a nochd bhon 
Taghadh Coitcheann Diardaoin seo 
chaidh agus tha e iomchaidh meal-a-
naidheachd a chur air gach tagraiche 
a shoirbhich, oir rinn iad sin ri linn 
’s gun deach aca air creideas an 
t-sluaigh a ghleidheadh. 

Aig an aon àm saoilidh mi gum 
bheil e cuideachd iomchaidh aithne 
a thoirt dha mòran cheatharnach 
phoilitigeach a chaill san taghadh 
seo ach a tha airidh air taing 
airson bliadhnaichean de dh’obair 
dhìcheallach às leth an cuid roinnean 
phàrlamaid agus na dùthcha san 
fharsaingeachd. 

Nuair a bhios buidhnean a’ taghadh 
bhuill mar stiùirichean, bidh iad ann 
am bitheantas a’ sireadh sgaoileadh 
farsaing de sgilean, agus de dh’eòlas, 
nam measg, agus a-rèir coltais tha 
sin aig na riochdairean ùra a thagh 
Alba gus an riochdachadh ann am 
Pàrlamaid Lunnainn. 

Aig an aon àm chan eil eòlas aig a’ 
mhòr-chuid aca air dòighean-obrach 
na Pàrlamaid agus bheir iad greiseag 
ag ionnsachadh sin. 

Saoilidh mi gum bi daoine 
foighidneach, ach aig an aon àm bidh 
iad a’ sùileachadh adhartas air na 

chaidh a ghealltainn dhaibh. Chan 
eil luach ann an gealladh chun an 
tèid a choileanadh, agus thuige sin 
tha cùisean an eisimeil na h-earbsa 
eadar an dà thaobh. 

Sin gu sìmplidh mar a tha le 
riaghaltas deamocratach sam bith, 
is an earbsa ga cosnadh is ga daing-
neachadh thar teirm na Pàrlamaid.  
Ach tuigear glè mhath nach eil 
fìrinn chùisean idir cho sìmplidh sin 
agus gum bheil mòran rudan a bheir 
buaidh air beachdan an t-sluaigh, 
agus air mar a cho-dhùineas iad 
bhòtadh ann an taghadh coitcheann. 
Tha earbsa doirbh a buinnig agus 
furasta a call, agus ‘s e mearachd 
mhòr a th’ ann dha pàrtaidh poili-
tigeach sam bith fàs somalta agus 
beachd a ghabhail gun lean taic gun 
atharrachadh.  

Bidh an earbsa agus an taic a 
thig na cois an urra ri neart agus 
èifeachdas nan drochaidean tuigse 
agus fiosrachaidh a ghleidheas 
pàrtaidhean poilitigeach agus an 
riochdairean leis na coimhear-
snachdan agus luchd-bhòtaidh na 
dùthcha, agus ma dh’fhàilligeas na 
drochaidean, fàilligidh an taic!  ’S e 
neart mòr deamocrasaidh gum bheil 
an cumhachd aig an t-sluagh riaghal-

tas a thaghadh, ach ann am beachd 
chuid chan eil siostam far am bheil 
an tagraiche aig am bheil an àireamh 
as motha de bhòtan a’ buannachadh 
idir a’ riochdachadh barail, agus rùn, 
mòr-shluagh na dùthcha. Theagamh 
gun dùisg toradh an taghaidh-
Pàrlamaid seo deasbad air am bu 
chòir dha taghaidhean Phàrlamaid 
Lunnainn gluasad chun an seòrsa 
siostam riochdachaidh cho-roinneil 
a th’ againn airson Pàrlamaid na 
h-Albann.

PROMISES mean nothing unless, 
and until, delivered.  Campaigns 
for last week’s general election 
predictably generated a deluge of 
promises, and the electorate was 
alternately courted and frightened 
with a bewildering variety of visions 
of the good, the bad, and the ugly! 

Many hope the election outcome 
will generate re-consideration 
of proportional representation 
at Westminster, but irrespective 
of personal politics we all expect 
government that is mindful of the 
rights and the wellbeing of the 
people it exists to serve.
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell)

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Scottish Water - think 
again over Easdale
Sir, 
Your recent article and letter about 
Scottish Water’s bombshell proposal 
for solving their problems on Seil 
Island prompted me to write about 
a special place known as Seaview, 
Easdale.

Seaview Terrace has been my fami-
ly home since it was built in 1950. To 
me, nowhere matches this stunning 
location. The ever-changing weather 
plays its part in enhancing the moods 
and views with its calm moments 
contrasted by some wild Atlantic 
storms. It is a very special place to 
me.

It gives me great pleasure to know it 
is a special place for others too. It is a 
favourite stopping place for cars and 
tour buses and I wonder how many 
photos have been taken in front of 
my house and from the view point at 
the top of the hill.

The shore offers much to interest 
locals and visitors and its extreme ex-
posure makes it of special scientific 
interest. The sea here is also special, 
so much so it has been designated as 
a Special Area of Conservation.

The otters, seals, seabirds and 
dolphins frequently seen in the bay 
must regard it as pretty special too.

So what else has Seaview to offer?
It now seems to offer Scottish Wa-

ter an opportunity to fix its economic 
problems regarding an ill-conceived 
recently completed sewage scheme 
on the other side of the island costing 
£11.7 million. 

Yes, my house and seven others 

at Seaview now need to have their 
sewage discharged via a septic tank.

Spending at least another £1.7 
million and transferring the whole 
island’s sewage to discharge at this 
special Seaview place is wrong for so 
many reasons. I know many people 
share my disbelief at such a proposal.

Scottish Water, please think again 
and consider other solutions.

 Anne Robin, Easdale.

Fantastic experience 
to run in election

Sir,
It has been a fantastic experience to 
run in this general election and meet 
so many people in Argyll and Bute. 

I’d like to thank everyone who gave 
me their support, many of whom 
voted for the Conservatives for the 
first time. 

A huge thanks to all the volunteers, 
all of whom pulled out all of the stops 
in this election. 

I’d like to thank Alan Reid for 
his many years of service to Argyll 
and Bute, to congratulate Brendan 
O’Hara on his election and give him 
my best wishes for the future and to 
thank the other candidates for a well-
fought election. 

Although we did not win in Argyll 
and Bute, the Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist party managed to 
increase our vote across Scotland 
by more than 21,000. I am looking 
forward to fighting for my party in 
whatever way our local party asso-
ciation see fit during the Scottish 
elections next year. 

Alastair Redman, Islay.

Taken aback at warm 
Appin welcome
Sir,
My wife and I were given the task 
by SNP Oban and Lorn to canvass 
and campaign on behalf of the 
prospective parliamentary candidate 
Brendan O’Hara.

My only connection to Appin was 
my late father, John Stewart Mac-
millan, who played for Appin shinty 
team in the mid 1950s.

We were taken aback at how wel-
coming all the people we met were, 
no matter where their political affil-
iations lay. I now understand why my 
Ballachulish born father would have 
wanted to grace the shirt of Appin 
shinty team.
John Gibb MacMillan, Ballachulish.

Indebted for support 
spanning 30 years

Sir,
I want to record my deep gratitude 
to everyone kind enough to give me 
their support at the general election 
last week.

Equally, I am indebted over the 
course of the past 30 years to all 
those who chose to do similarly at the 
preceding seven general elections. 
Being entrusted with the represen-
tative role of local MP has been the 
greatest privilege of my public life.

I wish my successor every fulfill-
ment and success in the interests 
of all voters, irrespective of party 
affiliation or politics.

Charles Kennedy, Fort William.

Skerryvore single 
success a big hit
I WROTE last week about 
Skerryvore filming part of their 
latest music video in the Park Bar. 

The single, called ‘Happy to 
be Home’ and featuring Sharon 
Shannon, went on sale on Monday 
and, as I write this article, it is 
already climbing up the charts at a 
rate of knots. 

The day before its release, there 
was a free download of the single 
inside a Sunday newspaper, along 
with an interview with the boys. 

Over the last 10 years, the Glasgow/
Tiree band has become famed not 
only for their unique sound but 
also for making ladies across the 
Highlands weak at the knees! 

In fact, they arguably have a bigger 
following of female fans  than even 
Ed Milliband managed to attract 
over the election campaign! 

Rumour has it that the Sunday 
newspaper’s sales rocketed this 
week thanks to huge interest from 
women fans who mistakenly thought 
that rather than a new single from 
the Skerryvore boys the papers 
contained a newly single Skerryvore 
boy! Get your hands on the track if 
you can: it’s a cracker.

Dynamic new folk 
band takes to stage

LAST Friday, May 8, a new and 
dynamic folk band from the Royal 
Scottish Conservatoire called Dosca 
launched itself onto the traditional 
music scene in Glasgow with a gig in 
the National Piping Centre. 

The band, consisting of James 
Harper on pipes, Joe Armstrong 
on flute/vocals, Luc McNally on 
guitar/vocals, Charlie Stewart on 
bass guitar and fiddle, and Stephen 
Henderson on drums, released its 
first EP as part of the piping centre’s 
recital series. 

A healthy crowd was royally 
entertained by the band’s 
extraordinary musicality and energy.

Glasgow Sutherland 
ceilidh triumph

I WAS delighted to hear of the 
resounding success of the Glasgow 
Sutherland Cèilidh last Saturday 
May 9 in Partick Lesser Burgh Hall. 

As I wrote last week, it was a case 
of resurrecting a society whose glory 
days seemed, for a long period of 
time, to be behind it. 

More than 30 people were 
welcomed to the event by president 
Ian MacLeod who introduced singer 
Calum Angus MacDonald and 
the Cockleroy Cèilidh Band to the 
audience.

Calum Angus sang songs in both 
Gaelic and English to appeal to a 
varied audience. 

The four-piece band was well-
received amongst an audience 
with varying levels of experience in 
ceilidh dancing. 

Coffee, tea and sandwiches were 
served at the break, after which the 
raffle was drawn. 

By the end of the night, the overall 
impression was that the audience 
were all looking forward to the 
chance of another similar event – 
which can only be great news for the 
association. 

It is great to see such an historic 
association - the oldest of all the 
kindred associations - beginning 
to get back on its feet again and 
Catriona and Kirsty Kerr deserve 
huge congratulations for putting on 
such a successful evening. 

The association is holding its AGM 
on Thursday May 28 in the Royal 
Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes. 

Email address

APOLOGIES to anyone who has 
tried to contact me on the email 
address that has been listed here in 
the past couple of weeks. 

It is not an active account. Please 
can you send any emails to the 
Hotmail account now listed at the 
top and bottom of this column. 

What’s on

Thursday May 14: Comunn an 
Taobh an Iar AGM in Ellangowan 
Social Club, Milngavie.
Thursday May 28: Glasgow Uist and 
Barra Association AGM, Lourdes 
Secondary School.
Thursday May 28: Glasgow 
Sutherland Association AGM, Royal 
Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes, 
937 Dumbarton Road, 7.30pm.
Wednesday June 3: Glasgow Skye 
Association AGM, Partick Burgh 
Hall.
Wednesday June 3: An Lòchran 
Traditional Music Session,  Partick 
Brewing Company.
Friday June 5: Glasgow Skye 
Association end of session social, 
Redhurst Hotel, Giffnock.

Pub scene

Park Bar: 
Thursday May 14: Session. 
Friday May 15: Trail West. 
Saturday May 16: Eriskay Lilt.
Sunday May 17: Martainn Skene. 
Islay Inn. Wednesday 
May 13: Quiz Night.
Friday May 15: Crooked  Reel.
Saturday May 16: The Fandangos

Robert Robertson
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

EXCITING TIMES: the crest of the 
Glasgow Sutherland Association, 
which seems to be undergoing 
something of a revival. 

It’s almost always better to ‘jaw, jaw’ than engage 
in ‘war, war’. The wisdom of the old saw is there 
for everyone to see in the fractious ‘war of words’ 

which erupted over the renewal of the contract for the 
publicly-funded flights to Coll, Colonsay and Tiree.

Talks over the deal to serve these islands had stalled 
as Argyll and Bute council and Hebridean Air Services 
Limited were on apparently different trajectories 

over the details of the £2.1 million plus agreement. 
However, thanks to the intervention of two political 
heavyweights - Oban councillor Roddy McCuish and 
Holyrood minister Derek MacKay - the paths have now 
converged and a deal in principle has been reached to 
continue this lifeline service for the next three years.

This is a great relief for the islands and an object 
lesson on the timeless benefits of ‘jaw, jaw’.

Across
1 Sorry (6)
4 Divine (6)
9 Family title (7)
10 Soft carbohydrate accompaniment to an 

Italian dish (5)
11 Excellence (5)
12 Yielding (7)
13 Loveliness (11)
18 An unrealistic dream (7)
20 Beginning (5)
22 Desktop pictures (5)
23 Inexpensively (7)
24 With pluck (6)
25 Producer of pearls (6)

Down
1 Appropriate (6)
2 One at court (5)
3 All over the place (7)
5 Place for a poppy (5)
6 Lift (7)
7 Rough terrain (6)
8 Achievement (11)
14 Consistent (7)
15 Dreadful occurance (7)
16 Temporary (6)
17 Represents clients in legal matters (6)
19 Artist's stand (5)
21 Small songbird (5)
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ISLAY LETTER
with Hugh Smith

AFTER more than half a 
century in the whisky trade, 
Bruichladdich Distillery’s 
production director and 
master distiller Jim McEwan 
has decided to call it a day 
and is likely to retire in July.

He has had a distinguished 
career in the world of 
distilling and has been 
showered with well-
deserved accolades over the 
years.

He began his career at 
Bowmore distillery in his 
native village where he 
trained as a cooper.  He 
went on to gain experience 
in every aspect of the 

DISTINGUISHED CAREER: Jim 
McEwan, Master Distiller.

Visitor centre guide appointed
KERRY Baker, a young lady from Bowmore, has been 
appointed as a seasonal visitor centre assistant at Finlaggan, 
the ancient seat and administrative headquarters of the Lords 
of the Isles.

Kerry’s appointment was endorsed by the Finlaggan trust, 
which oversees the historic site, and its decision has delighted 
Kerry who has a keen interest in Scottish history and 
archaeology. She is no stranger to the Clan Donald site as she 
gained her work experience there while a student at the local 
high school.

Her experiences of working with young people as part of the 
Islay and Jura youth group will also stand her in good stead as 
she promotes games and learning resources for youngsters at 
the centre. Her interest in archaeology is also evident in her 
sensitive reworking of some of the centre’s display.

She is a Gaelic speaker, as befits her family background, 
and is presently coming to terms with the language of the 
Norwegians.  Gratulasjon Kerry!

Stepping it out on Walk Islay 2015

WALKERS from mainland Europe and the USA were among 
those who took part in another well-supported and highly 
enjoyable Walk Islay 2015.

More than 200 walkers participated in the 10 organised 
walks which encompassed the host island as well as Jura and 
Colonsay. They traversed hill and dale and took the rough 
with the smooth in weather which was generally favourable.

Among the highlights were viewing Corryvreckan from the 
north end of Jura, visiting the nature reserves at Gruineart 
and the Mull of Oa and Kiloran Bay on Colonsay.

Walk Islay was promoted by the local tourism and marketing 
group and the event was under the direction of Bonnie Wood.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore,                               
Islay, PA43 7JX. Telephone 01496 810658 

Master distiller Jim to retire

distiller’s art before moving to Roseburn bonding company  
in Glasgow’s Bridgeton as a trainee blender. This led to a 
managerial position in the Bowmore distillery company’s 
Tannochside bonding company before returning to Bowmore 
as distillery manager. He remained in this position for 12 
years during which time he became the roving ambassador for 
the Bowmore product which he promoted around the world. 
While he greatly enjoyed this period in his career, he missed 
family life and felt jaded by the constant travel.

In 2000 he was given the opportunity to return to his home isle 
following the acquisition of the then moribund Bruichladdich 
distillery by Gordon Wright, Mark Reynier and Simon 
Coughlin. Jim was to play a vital role in the rejuvenation and 
re-establishment of the distillery and was a valued member 
of the team which has developed Bruichladdich and raised its 
brand to global status.

He has also been responsible for the creation of ‘Octomore’, 
the world’s most heavily peated whisky, and was also the 
moving force behind the innovation of the ‘Botanist Islay Dry 
Gin’, two achievements which have cemented his reputation as 
one of the outstanding distillers of his generation.

Jim McEwan has become a living legend in the whisky 
industry and his passion for what he knows best has been an 
inspiration to his peers.

Everyone wishes Jim a long and happy retirement agus 
slàinte mhath.

Gary MacDonald. Photo TRIALSCENTRAL.COM

LOCHABER rider Gary MacDonald 
beat off 280-strong competition to take 
second place in this year’s Scottish six 
days trial. 

The Kinlochleven joiner was only 11 
points behind world champion Dougie 
Lampkin from Yorkshire who clinched 
first place. 

Winners were announced at the end of 
the motorcycle competition on Saturday 
night, after trial events were held all over 
Lochaber the previous week. 

This is the closest the 31-year-old has 
come to winning, after taking third place 
in 2013 and 2003. 

He said: ‘I’m delighted. It was a big 
shock because I thought I was third so it 
was a nice surprise at the end. 

‘That’s the best I’ve ever done and there 
was a decade between my two thirds.’ 

After competing in the trials 13 times, 
Mr MacDonald said he still hopes to win 
in the future.

He added: ‘I’ll always be chasing that 
win but as long as Dougie [Lampkin] is 
competing it’s going to be hard. It’s doa-
ble but difficult.’ 

Other Lochaber riders to complete the 
trials included MacDonald’s nephew 
Duncan MacDonald (51st), Roger Mount 
(60th), Kevin Dignan (74th), Scott 
Alexander (112th), Ally Morris (120th), 
Stuart Mack (147th), Dougie Gibson 
(162nd), Neil MacNiven (175th), Gary 
MacLennan (178th), Donald MacSween 
(188th), Andrew Stevenson (212th) and 
Alan Patterson (214th). Roger Mount 20_f20trials01

Lochaber rider moves a 
step closer to trial glory

Andrew Stevenson 20_f20trials03 Alan Patterson 20_f20trials04 Gary MacLennan 20_f20trials05

Stuart Mack 20_f20trials02

A SKYE cruise boat has been 
awarded prestigious UK-wide 
recognition.

Elgol’s MV ‘Misty Isle’ 
has been sailing along Loch 
Coruisk in the Cuillin 
mountains since 1965 and 
the serene route is popular 
with both locals and tourists. 
It has now been included on 
the National Historic Ships 
register. The Misty Isle is one 

of just a few Highland-based 
vessels to make the list. 

Seumas and Anne 
MacKinnon, the Elgol-based 
owners who own a number 
of other small boats, said: 
‘We’re really excited at this 
recognition and see it as a 
reward for the thousands of 
hours spent maintaining Misty 
Isle to the standards required 
to be placed on the register.’ 

RECOGNITION: the Misty Isle

SHOPPERS on Fort William 
high street were wondering who 
let the dogs out when 40 huskies 
and malamutes paraded through 
the town. 

The animals and their owners 
were taking part in the final 
stretch of the West Highland 
Way in aid of  dog rescue charity 
Saint Sled.

Of the group, 12 people and 
15 dogs completed the whole 
96-miles and raised £3,000 
during the four-day challenge, 
leaving Glasgow on Monday 
May 4 and reaching Fort Wil-
liam on May 7. 

Organiser Jim Tait took on the 

feat with his six rescue huskies. 
He said: ‘It’s brilliant to raise 
the money we have but the most 
important thing to me has been 
raising awareness. 

‘The whole time we were doing 
the walk people were stopping 
us asking questions and the high 
street was packed today so that’s 
a whole load of people who now 
know what Saint Sled is about. 

‘I want to say a massive thank 
you to everyone who helped us 
along the way, especially our 
major sponsor Easydrive, Ross 
Kennedy at the air cadets and 
Connell McBride who piped us 
up the high street.’

EFFORTS to bring faster 
internet to north Skye are 
well under way, thanks to a 
new community initiative. 

Led by members of the 
Glendale Trust, North Skye 
Broadband aims to have 
superfast broadband cables 
installed in areas of the island 
that have been missed by 
the BT rollout, with the help 
of Community Broadband 
Scotland and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise. 

Group leader Elgar Finlay 
said the first step is to prove 
there is a demand for faster 
internet in north Skye, 
maintained by a community 
project. He added: ‘It is 
clear that if the remote 
parts of Skye wish to remain 
sustainable they must keep 
pace with the provision of 
vital services. 

‘Superfast broadband 
is essential for these 
communities. If we don’t 
take action now we will miss 
out. This project offers a 
huge opportunity to have 
vital state-of-the-art robust 
infrastructure delivered. It 
will be exciting to see the 
communities in each of 
these areas working together 
to meet the needs of the 
businesses and individuals of 
north Skye.’

FUNDRAISER: Forty huskies and malamutes paraded through Fort William high street on Thursday 20_f20dogs01

SUCCESS: Jim Tait, middle, with his team at ‘the man with the sore 
feet’, the offi  cial end of the West Highland Way 20_f20dogs02 

Way to go for dog charityIslanders 
focus in 
on faster 
internet

Misty Isle’s UK recognition  
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Inveraray
Highland Games

Winterton Park, Castle Grounds

Tuesday 21st July 2014
9.00am-5.30pm

SOLO PIPING, HIGHLAND DANCING,
HEAVY, FIELD & TRACK EVENTS,

CYCLING, WRESTLING
(Incl WORLD CABER CHAMPIONSHIPS)

Inveraray & District Pipe Band
(Grade 1)

will parade from Church Square
led by His Grace The Duke of Argyll

at 10.45am
Trade Stalls, Side Shows

Children’s Activity Tent [FREE]
Full Catering Facilities

Adults £8.00: Seniors £5.00 : Children £3.00
Family Ticket £18.00

FREE PARKING
 For further details: Tel: 01499 302458

www.inveraray-games.co.uk

West Ardnamurchan 
Show & Sports

Friday 24th July 2015
Enjoy a fantastic family fun day in beautiful surroundings at Kilchoan’s well 

established Show and Sports. Agriculture Show runs from 09:30 to 12:00 and all 
the Main Events start at 13:00. 

Attractions include: All Day BBQ & Bar; Senior & Junior Heavy Events; Junior 
Sports; Children’s Bouncy Castle’s & Climbing Wall; Pet Parade & Races; Tug-o-

War; Stalls; Baking & Horticulture Competitions; Senior & Junior Road Race. 
More information online at http://westardnamurchannews.blogspot.com

March to Games Field leaves Station Square at 10.30am
Oban High School Pipe Band 12pm from Station Square
HIGHLAND DANCING – TRACK & FIELD EVENTS – 

TRADITIONAL HEAVY EVENTS – PIPING 
Juvenile Exhibition Shinty (9.30am)

Birds of Prey – Artie’s Tartan Tales
Tug O’ War – Fun Races – Heritage Tent – Trade Stands & Food Stands

PREMIER PIPING COMPETITIONS AT VENUES ACROSS OBAN
WEDNESDAY 26TH AUGUST 2015

PIOBAIREACHD Gold Medal
MacGregor Memorial Competition Senior Piobaireachd

LIGHT MUSIC: March, Strathspey & Reel (Former Winners)

Mossfield Park, Oban. THURSDAY 27th AUGUST 2015

Admission £10 

Concessions £8

Child (under 14) £5

 Family Ticket £25

Tickets available at park 

& Oban Tourist Centre

Car Park £5

Programmes Free

www.scottishfield.co.uk
WIN A 2 NIIGHT STAY AT SCONE PALACE

JUNE 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Dr. Brooke 

Magnanti

Secret diary of a mole
Sue Lawrence’s  
novel quest
This summer’s  
top drams
Saving a Lothian  
walled garden

10pages of 

LIVING 

LIFE ON 

THE WEST 

COAST

CROWNING THE KING 
OF THE GYPSIES

OF THE BEST SPORTY SCOTS 

WHO MADE IT STATESIDE

LORNE SUNDAY JUNE 28 MOSSFIELD STADIUM
The newest Highland games in Scotland, the second Lorne Highland Games 
at Oban’s Mossfield Stadium is out to prove itself and organisers have pulled 
out all the stops to impress in this Highland games heartland. There is some-
thing for everyone to see at the games this Sunday (June 28) and competition 
for men, women and children. A healthy dose of track and field, heavy events, 
pipers and dancing will complement the less competitive events and sporting 
exhibition matches. Come and support these fledgling games. 

KENMORE HIGHLAND GAMES WEDNESDAY 
JULY 1 KENMORE SPORTS FIELD
Kenmore Highland Games organised by the Kenmore and District 
Sports Association was started in 1972. Known locally as the ‘friend-
ly’ games, as it welcomes everyone who cares to join in with this 
small community in their annual event.
Events include Highland dancing, heavy weight events, piping com-
petitions, open foot races and Throwing the Tirinie Stone - an almost 
spherical stone found on Tirinie Farm, Kenmore weighing 101 lbs. 
The heavies have to throw this and see if.

TAYNUILT SATURDAY JULY 18 SPORTS FIELD
Often basking in sunshine and with an ideal venue in the shadow of 
Ben Cruachan, the Taynuilt Highland Games, on July 18, produces 
a big annual turnout. An afternoon highlight is the ‘12 o’clock toss’, a 
caber-tossing competition with a £1,000 prize.
This is a relaxed and enjoyable Highland Games day for all the family.
 
INVERARAY TUESDAY JULY 21 CASTLE GROUNDS
Steeped in tradition and talented athletes, the Inveraray Highland 
Games can justly claim to be the best one-day Highland games in 
Scotland. The games are a real spectacle of Highland tradition and 
will be held on Tuesday, July 21, at Winterton Park in the grounds of 
Inveraray Castle.

As well as seeing elite heavyweight contests, including the world 
tossing the caber championships, spectators can enjoy solo piping, 
Highland dancing, track and field events, cycling, wrestling and 
performances by pipe bands.

ARGYLLSHIRE GATHERING, OBAN, 
THURSDAY AUGUST 27, MOSSFIELD PARK
At Mossfield Park on Thursday August 27, the Argyllshire Gathering 
Oban Highland Games is a very traditional Highland games with 
piping, Highland dancing competitions, athletics, heavy events, jun-
ior shinty and a fascinating heritage tent. The previous day’s piping 
competition attracts some of the best in the world and the winner 
leads the march to the games field. A real feast of Scottish heritage.

WEST ARDNAMURCHAN SHOW AND SPORTS DAY 
SATURDAY JULY 24, 2015
This is a day not to be missed with its fabulous weather, its great 
organisation and something for everyone.
The event takes place at Kilchoan Playing Fields and welcomes 
visitors from all over the world. 
The sports are great fun as are the other heavyweight and athletics 
competitions.
A short ferry ride from Tobermory or a beautiful drive into Ardnamur-
chan this is an event not to be missed. 

THE FINEST pipers, athletes and dancers in the west Highlands and islands will create 
a Scottish showcase for locals and visitors on this summer’s Highland games circuit.

And with the newest games in Scotland being held at the end of June in Oban, 
the celebrations start now.

Check out The Oban Times’ guide to the biggest, best and bizarre events on offer 
and decide where you will be this summer.

Kenmore
Highland Games
Kenmore Sports Field

1 July 2014
5.30pm – 9.30pm

Heavy Events, Track 
Events, Highland 

Dancing, Hill Race, 
Children’s Races

Contact: Sarah Kelly
Tel: 01887 830281 

or mobile 
07754 497889

First for highland games coverage

Brian Robin, heavyweight convener of the Argyllshire Gathering, tests a new larch 
caber with the help of Isobel Grant, Argyllshire Gathering secretary, and Peter 

MacArthur and Rory MacLean of the Forestry Commission.
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Business editor@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568000

Build your network and your skills 
at Business Gateway’s workshops.
Free, practical advice and support to help grow your business. Call your 
local office on 01546 605 459 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.

A NEW managing director 
has been appointed to Wave 
Energy Scotland (WES), a 
subsidiary of Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise.

Chartered electrical 
engineer and a former HIE 
head of offshore industry 
development, Tim Hurst will 
take on the role.

Alex Paterson, Chief 
Executive of HIE, said: ‘Tim 
has a wide range of experience 
in the offshore renewables 
sector having previously led 
on that work for HIE.’

Mr Hurst added: ‘What 
Wave Energy Scotland seeks 
to do is to learn lessons from 
the sector to date, but also to 
draw on the experience from 
a range of other industries 
which will help us produce 
engineering solutions for the 
cost-effective and reliable 
generation of wave energy.

‘Our aim, ultimately, is 
to create the conditions 
which will allow the private 
investors to re- enter the 
sector and take it through to 
commercialisation.’

WES aims to support and 
accelerate the development 
of wave energy technology 
through a series of 
competitive technology calls.
Set up in December 2014 at 
the request of the Scottish 
government, WES is fully 
funded by the government and 
has a budget of £14.3 million 
until the end of the financial 
year in 2016.

A NEW restaurant has been 
launched in Lochaber, restoring 
an old hotel dining room to its 
former glory. 

Since Josh and Sophie King-
swood bought the Arisaig hotel 
in 2013 they have been revitalis-
ing the tourist hot spot one step 
at a time but in the meantime 
the dining room had been left to 
seat the overflow of diners in the 
hotel bar.

Now two years on, Mr and 
Mrs Kingswood have presented 
the Baywater restaurant with a 
launch event on Friday (May 8). 

The eatery will serve a mix of 
Scottish and British dishes as 
head chef Stuart Atherton makes 
use of the seafood, game and 
croft produce on the restaurant’s 
doorstep. 

Mr Kingswood grew up in Ari-
saig and worked in the hotel as a 
teenager. He said: ‘I remember 
the hotel running a busy dining 
room and I am really excited to 
be re-opening as the Baywater 
restaurant after all these years.’ 

THE HIGHLANDS and islands 
economy had a good month 
in March, according to the 
monthly Highlands and 
Economic report by Mackay 
Consultants.

The report estimates that 
the economic output was 
approximately £584 million, 
with an annual growth rate 
of 2.6 per cent, just below the 
Scotland wide forecast of 2.7 
per cent. 

The number of people 
unemployed increased in 
February by 158 but the total 
of 4,813 is still 1,814 lower 
than last year’s total for the 
same month.

EMPLOYERS in Argyll and 
Bute are being encouraged 
to consider taking on Modern 
Apprentices.

As part of Scottish Appren-
ticeship Week, from May 18-22, 
Skills Development Scotland 
(SDS) is highlighting the 
benefi ts of apprenticeships 
to employers, individuals 
and the economy. SDS head 
of region for north Scotland 
Anthony Standing said: ‘Last 
year there were 331 Modern 
Apprenticeship starts in Argyll 
and Bute and more than 25,000 
apprenticeships across Scot-
land. Modern Apprenticeships 
help to retain young people 
and support the local economy 
by anchoring skills and jobs in 
Argyll and Bute.’

A CAFÉ in Ardrishaig which 
opened five years ago has now 
expanded into offering outside 
catering, which has boosted the 
business even further. 

Anne Moore, 53, opened The 
Rumblin Tum Cafe in 2010 and 
since then has had to move into 
bigger premises to cope with 
demand. 

The café, which received 
support from Argyll and Bute 
council’s Business Gateway 
service, is a hit with locals all 
year round and tourists during 
the high season. Offering a 
range of food from specials like 
chilli to favourites including 
soups and sandwiches, Anne 
is now getting more and more 
catering deals for parties, busi-
ness events and weddings. 

Anne said: ‘When the oppor-
tunity arose five years ago I 
knew I had to grab the chance. 

‘I felt Ardrishaig was missing 
a café that sold more than just 
coffee and cake. The last five 
years has been great and the 
support we’ve had locally has 
been fantastic. Two years ago 
we had to move into a neigh-
bouring bigger unit so we could 
increase our seating and have 
more storage space. 

‘There are a lot of businesses 
in the area that rely heavily on 
tourists and visitors passing 
through during the summer 

but we’ve been extremely lucky 
as our local customers mean we 
are busy all year round.’

The Rumblin Tum on Chal-
mers Street currently employs 
10 part-time workers and has 
recently began a catering ser-
vice which is already proving 
popular.

Anne added: ‘Our catering 
service is growing steadily 
and we are now taking orders 
for weddings which is really 
exciting. I’m delighted with 
the business and how far we’ve 
come in five years. The funding 
we received from Business 
Gateway at the beginning was a 
great help and the support and 
feedback we’ve had since from 
local people proves we’re doing 
something right.’

Barbara Halliday, the 
Business Gateway adviser 
who worked with Anne, said: 
‘The Rumblin Tum Café was 
well received in Ardrishaig 
and is going from strength to 
strength. We supported Anne 
when she moved into her first 
premises and helped her secure 
a grant which was used towards 
her signs and helped her get 
things moving.’

To find out more about how 
Business Gateway can help set 
up and develop a own business 
call 01546 808 363 or visit www.
bgateway.com

A COMPETITION run by Business 
Gateway that enabled craft businesses 
to showcase their products at last year’s 
Best of the West festival proved to be 
so successful that it’s making a return 
this year.  

Once again, Argyll and Bute council’s 
Business Gateway service is sponsoring 
the craft tent at the two-day event which 
will be held in Inveraray on Saturday, 
September 12 and Sunday, September 
13.

Last year’s inaugural competition 
attracted a strong response from 
Argyll’s craft businesses and resulted 
in six winners selling their goods at the 
festival.

The opportunity for up to six Argyll-
based companies to exhibit their 
products is once again up for grabs, 
helping to raise their profiles and 
generate sales.

More than 5,000 visitors to the festival 
are expected over the weekend.

Last year’s winners; Calgary Crafts, 
elwoodturner.co.uk, The Little Stitch 
Company, Heartfelt by Liz, Bonnie 
Bling and Crubag, all beat off stiff 
competition to secure their places, 
with their crafts proving a huge hit with 
festival goers. 

Eric Large of elwoodturner.co.uk 
said: ‘It was a superb day and it was 
great to have the opportunity to display 
our products at such a well organised 
and attended event. 

‘We had lots of sales and a list of 
prospective customers who were 
interested in specific items so we’re 

TWO COTTAGES made 
famous in a painting by one 
of Scotland’s most recognised 
artists are up for sale on an 
island dubbed the ‘Hawaii of the 
North’.

Mo Dhachaidh and Sea View, 
located in Mannal on Tiree, 
were the inspiration for popular 
Tanzanian-born artist Pam 
Carter in her painting ‘Two 
Cottages’.

Pam has often acknowledged 
she is inspired by the Scottish 

sea and landscape, highlighting 
the changing light sequences of 
the western Isles as a significant 
motivation for her work.

The properties, which are both 
detached traditional houses 
overlooking a sandy beach on 
the southwest of Tiree, have 
come onto the market through 
Oban-based estate agents, Bell 
Ingram. Hugh Nicol, senior 
associate for Bell Ingram, said: 
‘These cottages are extremely 
special and offer buyers a once-

in-a-lifetime opportunity for 
this kind of rare property.

Two bedroom Sea View, which 
is on the market for offers over 
£105,000, is said to be one of 
the island’s more traditional and 
perhaps, oldest properties.

A three bedroom property, 
Mo Dhachaidh, also boasts a 
unique seafront location and 
is currently on the market for 
offers in the region of £220,000.

For more information, visit 
www.bellingram.co.uk

A BID to bring space travel 
to Kintyre officially took off 
last Thursday, with Kintyre 
company Discover Space UK 
launching its bid for Machrihan-
ish airbase to host the country’s 
first spaceport.

The site, purchased by 
Machrihanish Airbase Com-
munity Company in 2012, is 
one of five sites shortlisted by 
the UK government to become 
the country’s first operational 
spaceport from 2018.

The former RAF base is 
already seen as meeting key 
criteria, being the only bidder 

to exceed the UK government’s 
minimum runway length of 
3,000 metres, as well as being 
over 1,000 acres in size and re-
moved from densely-populated 
areas.

Tom Millar, Machrihanish 
Airbase Community Company 
(MACC) chairman and Dis-
cover Space UK director, said: 
‘Machrihanish has a long histo-
ry with space flight, going back 
to the launch of NASA’s space 
shuttle in 1981.

‘The base was an emergency 
landing site for the shuttle in 
Europe, with our 3,049m run-

way long enough to welcome the 
shuttle and get it airborne again 
aboard a Boeing 747 shuttle 
carrier aircraft. The last time 
the UK looked at establishing 
a spaceport, in 2009, Virgin 
Galactic said Machrihanish was 
one of its preferred sites for a 
UK spaceport.’

As well as emphasising its 
technical advantages and 
heritage, Discover Space UK 
feels Kintyre’s unique geogra-
phy makes it an ideal place to 
welcome the first wave of space 
tourists, who are likely to pay up 
to £200,000 per head for a ticket 

to the stars. Mr Millar added: 
‘Kintyre is blessed with some 
of the most spectacular scenery 
in Scotland, featuring miles of 
golden, sandy beaches, luxury 
hotels and two world-class links 
golf courses. There are also 
three top-class distilleries in 
Campbeltown itself - and all 
these attractions are only a half-
hour flight from Glasgow.’

The Machrihanish site is 
spread over 1,000 acres and 
houses more than 50 business 
units.

Mr Millar added: ‘A spaceport 
would provide a significant jobs 

boost, revitalising businesses 
across Kintyre.’

Pressing the case for Kintyre 
space exploration in light-heart-
ed fashion, MACC also pro-
duced a video of two ‘aliens’ 
holidaying in Kintyre.

The three-minute clip proved 
very popular, registering more 
than 3,000 views on YouTube 
in just four days and reaching 
thousands of social media 
accounts.

To watch the video and see 
the aliens’ trip around Kintyre, 
visit www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xXv065QXUTI

THE BEST of the West 
festival will see more than 
120 musicians performing, 
with Skerryvore, Skip-
innish and the Peatbog 
Faeries already confi rmed 
alongside an eclectic mix 
of modern and traditional 
bands and Gaelic singers. 

Against the backdrop 
of Inveraray Castle, the 
festival will have a strong 
food and drink theme 
with fresh, local produce 
available including Mull 
cheddars and Loch Fyne 
oysters, while more than 
20 whisky distilleries will 
be on hand. 

Children can have fun on 
the climbing wall and there 
will be face painting, laser 
blast and an art area. For 
more information on the 
festival and to buy tickets 
visit www.bowfest.co.uk. 

To fi nd out more about 
how Business Gateway can 
help set up and develop 
a business call 01546 604 
555 or visit www.bgate-
way.com/argyll-and-bute

thrilled at the response we received.’ 
Liz Gaffney, from Heartfelt by Liz, 
added: ‘It was a fantastic day and it 
was great to see the Argyllshire craft 
community display their unique and 
interesting products. 

‘The feedback from everyone who 
visited the tent was great and in just one 
day I expanded my customer base.’

Festival host, the Duchess of Argyll 
Eleanor Campbell, said: ‘After the 
success of last year we are pleased that 
Business Gateway is again sponsoring 
the craft tent. 

‘The Best of the West festival is one of 
the highlights in the region’s calendar 
and the craft tent has become one of 

the most popular areas throughout the 
weekend. 

‘This competition is the perfect way to 
help demonstrate the range of creative 
and inspirational businesses in the 
area.’

Fergus Murray, Argyll and Bute 
council’s head of economic development 
and strategic transportation, said: ‘The 
standard of last year’s applicants was 
extremely high and we hope for the 
same quality again. 

‘The winners presented very 
professional trade stands on the day 
and the fantastic feedback they got 
from event goers proved they were all 
worthy winners. 

‘We’re delighted the businesses were 
given such a boost during the weekend.

‘Our Business Gateway team works 
with hundreds of local firms giving 
them support and advice through every 
stage of their business. 

‘This competition once again 
underlines our dedication to the 
development of local enterprise in 
Argyll and Bute.’

Entrants need to describe in no more 
than 250 words why their business and 
the products they sell represent the best 
in the west, either by email to business.
gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk or by post 
to The Enterprise Centre, Kilmory, 
Lochgilphead PA31 8SH. 

The closing date is 5pm June 15 2015. 
Competition terms and conditions are 
available at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
business-and-trade/business-gateway-
service

Welcome return for craft tent
Festival set to hit 

the high notes

THRILLED: elwoodturner.co.uk was 
one of last year’s winners who beat 
off  stiff  competition to win a place 
showcasing their products at the 

event in 2014

Blast off as spaceport bid launches

EXCITED: Josh Kingswood, owner of Arisaig hotel, prepares 
to launch the Baywater restaurant with hotel manager Briony 

Bellingham

Doors open on new Arisaig restaurant

Famous Tiree cottages up for sale

ENERGY: Tim Hurst, new 
managing director of Wave 

Energy Scotland

Tim takes 
up wave 
energy post

Successful café 
expands into 
outside catering

OBAN hair salon Rutherford’s 
has been shortlisted for The 
Look awards for small salon of 
the year.

Stylists from the Stevenson 
Street salon will be attending 
the gala awards at the Radisson 
Blu hotel in Glasgow on May 17. 

Stylist Alison McKenzie has 
also been shortlisted in the 
fi nal four for wedding stylist of 
the year. The salon was due to 
attend the Wella Trend Vision 
regional heats in Edinburgh 
as one of 16 fi nalists from 
Scotland and the north east of 
England fi ghting for a place in 
the grand fi nal in London.

Appeal to take on 
more apprentices

A good month for 
economic growth

Oban hair salon on 
awards shortlist
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The Year of Food and Drink 
is a chance to spotlight, 
celebrate and promote 
Scotland’s natural larder 
and quality produce to our 
people and our visitors.

As part of the Year of Food and Drink Scotland, the 
Oban Times has teamed up with local businesses to 
celebrate the wealth of variety, quality and talent in 
this booming industry. 
Over the coming months, we will be promoting a 
selection of events, stories, restaurants, pubs and 
producers from the west coast. 
Each week, one business from the sector will be 
the focus of this exciting new column, along with a 
delicious recipe, so keep an eye out and allow us 
to give you a taste of the fantastic food and drink 
available in the area.

Who is it?
The Shower of Herring Restaurant and Bar

What do they do?
Serve locally-sourced, homemade meals 
and seafood, Scottish ales and malt 
whiskies in a friendly and welcoming 
atmosphere.

Where can I find them?
In the heart of Melfort Village at the head of 
Loch Melfort, 16 miles south of Oban.

Ingredients
1 x Large Sea bass 

Fillet
4 x Outer Green Leaf of 

Savoy Cabbage
6 x Green Beans

4 x Asparagus Spears
Salt & Pepper

2 x knob of Salted 
Butter

2 x Tsps Olive Oil
35ml White Wine

Our food and drink column will appear 
weekly  in the coming months

If you would like your business to feature 
here please call us on

01631 568000

This week...

Shower of Herring recipe
Pan Fried Sea bass on a bed of 

Spring Greens, finished with 
Asparagus Spears

Method
Sea bass - Add olive oil to pan and bring to 
temperature, season fish then add to pan skin side 
down, cook until golden brown, turn fish over, cook 
for a further 2 minutes then serve.
Greens - Add olive oil and butter to a hot pan, put 
all green into the pan and stir for 2 minutes, add a 
splash of white with and steam for 1 minute then 
serve.
Asparagus - Boil water in a pan add knob of butter 
to water, cook for 2 minutes, serve immediately.

WHEN the owners of the legendary Scottish 
theatre group the Singing Kettle decided to shut 
up shop, the stars - Anya, Kevin and Gary - were 
having too much fun to let it end there. 

Anya explained: ‘We were devastated when we 
were told it was ending, but when it became clear 
that the company was not for sale, we decided to 
start our own show and carry on together. Funbox 
is the result. 

‘We have a very loyal fan base, so we will carry on 
the great tradition of a family sing-along show, with 
lots and lots of audience participation.’ 

It was that determination that made them set up 
from scratch a whole new company. ‘It’s been a 
lot of hard work and a very steep learning curve; 
we are basically doing everything ourselves at the 
moment,’ explained Kevin.

‘But it’s so worth it, and we wouldn’t have it any 
other way. We love doing what we do too much.’

Anya, Kevin and Gary aren’t the only familiar 
faces in Funbox. 

Kevin said: ‘Our furry pal Bonzo the dog is with us 
too. He’s as naughty as ever, but he does behave for 
his best friend; Anya. 

‘You’ll get to hear his new theme song as well.’
The gang will also be joined by some new char-

acters for Funbox; look out for Fluffy and Flossie 
Funster.

Funbox has a very busy schedule for 2015 with 
Fancy Dress Fun coming to Argyll and Bute from 
May 28 to 31. Fancy Dress Fun will also be playing 
festivals, events and galas, with both Belladrum and 
Tiree Music Festival announcing them as part of 
their 2015 line-ups.

The gang is very excited about returning. 
Gary said: ‘We love coming to the venues on the 

Argyll and Bute tour - the audiences are always up 
for a great time, and the towns are so wonderful. It’s 
a great road trip.’ 

Audience participation is still the name of the 
game and everyone is invited to come in fancy dress 
and/or wear a silly hat. 

Gary added: ‘It’s always been a big part of the 
experience of coming to our shows and it continues. 
Mums and dads are encouraged to join in too.’

Funbox’s Fancy Dress Fun will be touring all 
over Scotland and beyond, from May onwards, and 
comes to Oban’s Corran Halls on Saturday, May 30 
at 2pm. 

Tickets are available at Corran Halls or call 01631 
567 333. Full details at www.funbox.co.uk and more 
can be found on Facebook and Twitter.

Fancy Dress Fun on tour with Funbox

SMALL PAWS RESCUE
Bric-a-brac and books sale

Saturday 16th May
Pets at Home (Oban)

10am to 4pm.
Please come and buy and 

support our animals!
Registered Charity SC044301

A fundraising 
Soup Lunch in aid 
of Oban Pipe Band

Will be held in 
Oban Pipe Band Hall

Shore Street
on Saturday 16th May

From 12 noon - 
2.00pm

Admission £3.00

RESIDENTS of Argyll and the isles are being urged to share recipes 
passed down through their families, giving them a chance to potentially 
see these published, as well as entering a special prize draw. 

The call for recipes is part of a nationwide appeal launched by Scottish 
chef and food enthusiast Shirley Spear and VisitScotland to find Scot-
land’s most treasured tastes.

As a lasting legacy of the Year of Food and Drink 2015, a special selection 
of the delicious memories will be compiled into a unique one-off recipe 
book entitled - You’ll have had yer tea? - Treasured Tastes of Scotland.  
The book is due to be published later in year.

The nationwide appeal was officially launched at the Taste Our Best 
accredited Willow Tearooms in Glasgow’s Sauchiehall Street on May 5 for 
more details see the VisitScotland website.

Call for Scottish ‘Treasured Tastes’ 

WHAT do a shepherd 
on Mull, a fisherman 
on Iona, a band from 
across the isles and 
some surfers on Tiree 
have in common?

They, and many 
more of their fellow 
islanders, are all taking 
centre stage in Caledo-
nian MacBrayne’s 2015 
promotional campaign 
CalMac and Friends, 
which kicked off with 
the first TV screening 
last Monday.

The campaign gives 

real islanders the op-
portunity to reach out 
a welcoming hand to 
their fellow Scots and 
visitors from further a 
field.

Unlike many promo-
tional campaigns, there 
was no need to use 
actors – the islanders 
themselves were eager 
to step forward and 
threw themselves into 
it with passion and 
enthusiasm. 

Their message is loud, 
clear and sincere: ‘We 

love these islands, and 
so will you.’

Using the music 
of Britpop group 
Supergrass, Scottish 
group Macanta – with 
members drawn from 
Harris, Mull, Orkney 
and Glasgow – add a 
Celtic twist to the huge 
hit Alright.

Filmed on various 
islands including Mull, 
Iona and Tiree, and in 
Oban, it was an oppor-
tunity to involve com-
munities and give them 

a voice to be heard.
It is the islanders who 

are saying ‘come and 
see us, it’s great to be 
here and we’re looking 
forward to meeting 
you’ – no actors, just 
islanders.

And they come from 
all walks of life – the 
former Greenock 
undertaker who has re-
turned to his native Tir-
ee, the Mull shepherd 
who is already famous 
for his singing prowess, 
the Iona fisherman who 

It’s Alright! Islanders become 
stars of new CalMac and Frien

ISLANDERS: Singing Tobermory fi sh and chip van servers Natalie Livingston and Rebecca Woolcock and Neil 
CalMac campaign. Also featured are Hannah and Andy Wright with their family who live on Tiree.

In scenic Melfort Village, a hidden gem offers the 
best of Scotland’s bounty in a tranquil atmosphere. 
The Shower of Herring is under new ownership as 
Simon Fletcher and Yvonne O’Shea of the Cuilfail 
Hotel, renowned for their Highland hospitality, took 
over in February.
Local seafood features at the Shower of Herring, as 
chef Grant Wright, formerly of the Seafood Temple, 
dishes up lobster, oysters, crab, langoustines, 
mussels, scallops and halibut just off the boat from 
Loch Melfort. ‘My approach is simple and clean, 
so the taste of our fresh local ingredients shines 
through,’ Grant said. ‘We prepare seafood platters 
that are cooked to order.’
For those who prefer turf to surf, Shower of Herring 
also has local venison, homemade steak pie, 
Sunday roasts and other favourites on the menu, 
not to mention a selection of sweets that provide 
the perfect ending to a fine meal.
‘It’s a place you would go for a special occasion 
or a treat, the atmosphere is very relaxing,’ said 
Simon. ‘We have an ever-expanding selection of 
whiskies, hand pulled real ales and draft lagers, as 
well as a nice wine selection specially chosen to 
enhance our menu.’
Local musicians gather at the Shower of Herring 
on Monday nights. Players and singers are 
encouraged to come out for the craic and a 
jam - and for those who just like to listen, it’s the 
ideal way to spend a summer evening in beautiful 
Melfort Village. 
To make a reservation, call 01852 200345.

A PROFESSOR from the Scottish Association for Marine Science 
(SAMS) will feature in a Christmas special of the BBC’s The Adventure 
Show with television presenter and outdoors expert Cameron McNeish.

Dr John Howe, a marine geologist, explained to the presenter how 
the unusual rock formations around Clach Thoull, in Port Appin, were 
formed, as he and Mr McNeish walked round the picturesque route.

The programme will make up part of The Adventure Show special which 
sees Mr McNeish travel north from Lorn to Ullapool in his own camper 
van, learning about the landscape and trying out various activities on the 
way.

The celebrity hiker said: ‘With this programme I am trying to visit areas 
off the beaten track. I have never been to Port Appin before – it is a beau-
tiful place – but I do know the Oban and Lorn area quite well from my 
time as a sea kayak instructor on Loch Creran.’ 

Dr Howe, who lives in North Connel, is head of biogeochemistry and 
earth sciences at SAMS, near Oban. He said: ‘It was great to meet 
Cameron. We had a good chat and experienced real Argyll weather, from 
sunshine to hail in a matter of minutes. 

‘Port Appin is known for its quartzites and that area around Clach 
Thoull is around 700 million years old. 

‘Of particular interest to geologists are the ancient rocks on the shallow 
water seabed and the iconic arch that represents the higher sea level 
around 7,000 to 12,000 years ago.’  

People can join Dr Howe on a trip to Kerrera as part of the Festival of 
the Sea from 10am – 4pm on Friday, May 29 when he will explain island’s 
geological evolution during a walk to Gylen Castle.

SAMS scientist stars 
in The Adventure 
Show special

ADVENTURE: SAMS leads the way in understanding the 
biogeochemistry of North Lorn

NORTH CONNEL & DISTRICT 
HORTICULTURAL SHOW

Plant Sale
Saturday 24 May, 2.00pm
Victory Hall Benderloch 

Perennials, Herbs, House plants, Shrubs, 
Vegetable plants, Bedding Plants

Admission (includes teas) 
Adults £2 Children £1 

Raffl  e Tickets 
Tips on how to show your vegetables!

Answer................................................... .............................................................
Name..................................................... ..............................................................
Address ............................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode ...............................................
Telephone..............................................Email ....................................................
Terms and conditions: The prize is as stated. No cash alternative.  A family ticket consists of two adults and two 

WIN! A FAMILY TRIP ABOARD THE 
PADDLE STEAMER WAVERLEY 

TWO TRIPS TO GIVEAWAY

For your chance to win, simply answer this easy question, complete the 
coupon and post it to The Oban Times, Waverley Comp, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB.  Entries must be submitted by Thursday 21 May 2015.

QUESTION: How many years has Waverley been sailing in preservation 
for this year?

a) 35 b) 40 c) 45

Bookings are now being 
taken for 2015 sailings 
aboard Waverley, the 
world’s last sea-going 
paddle steamer. Sailing 
from Oban May 30 until 
June 2 you can be a part 
of a special anniversary 
year for Waverley!  2015 
marks the 40th year 
that the ship has sailed 
in preservation. Sailing 
from Oban North Pier 
you can visit the Isles 

of Skye or Iona; enjoy a 
cruise of Loch Nevis to 
Inverie, steam past the 
Four Lochs of Shuna, 
Melfort, Craignish & 
Crinan to the Corryvrec-
kan Whirlpool or sail 
round the world famous 
Mull of Kintyre! Don’t 
miss the evening Castles 
and Ceilidh cruise with 
bars and restaurant open 
all evening!  Fares start 
from £19. Visit www.wa-

verleyexcursions.co.uk 
or call 0845 130 4647.
The Oban Times has 
teamed up with Waverley 
to offer two lucky readers 
a family trip, for two 
adults and two children, 
aboard Paddle Steamer 
Waverley, selecting a 
trip from the following 
2015 dates:  Saturday 
May 30, Sunday May 31 
(day or evening cruise) or 
Monday June 1.

WORTH 

£100*

Festival of Museums 2015
'MEDIEVAL MEDLEY OF ARGYLL'

Weekend of free family activities
Carnasserie Castle

Saturday May 16th, 12pm to 4pm 
and at Kilmartin Museum on 

Sunday May 17th, 11am to 4.30pm
See www.kilmartin.org for more details
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Entertainment 
Guide

Radio
Oban FM 
Community Radio - your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at www.obanfm.com
For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

THIS WEEK’S LISTINGS

MONDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Monday Morning With Andy 
and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim Edge, 1700 
Drivetime With Danni Hay, 1900 Rosie’s Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s 
Show, 2100 David Cullen, 2200 American Jukebox with Michelle

TUESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show with Maggie May, 1000 Ken Hunter, 
1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 1330 The Quiz with Danni 
Hay, 1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 1900 
Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest Praise with Stuart, 2100 
Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 
Comfort Zone with Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell and Coll, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & Ken, 
2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY:

0800 Maggie May’s Carousel, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 1300 
CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime with DJ Taz, 1900 Christine’s 
Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY:

0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and Tiny Show,  1300 CLYDE 
2, 1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with 
Jim Lynch, 1845 Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY:

0900 Maggie’s Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 Saturday Morning Live with Linda 
Crowsher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View with the Dream Team, 1900 
Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY:

0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 Allan, 1630 Archie Darling, 
1800 Ken’s Friends with Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David 
Entwhistle, 2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

Cinema
Oban Phoenix Cinema
Community owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Answer................................................... ...............................................................
Name..................................................... ...............................................................
Address ..............................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode ................................................
Telephone..............................................Email ......................................................
Terms and conditions: The prize is as stated. No cash alternative.  A family ticket consists of two adults and two 

For your chance to win a family ticket to the Funbox show at the Corran Halls 
in Oban on Saturday, May 30, simply answer this easy question, complete 

the coupon and post it to The Oban Times, FUNBOX Competition, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.  Entries must be submitted by Monday 25 May 2015.

QUESTION: What is the name of Funbox’s naughty dog?
A) Bingo, B) Bonzo, C) Bernard

WIN A FAMILY TICKET 
TO FUNBOX

When the owners of The 
Singing Kettle decided to 
shut up shop, the stars; 
Anya, Kevin and Gary, 
were having too much 
fun to let it end there and 
decided to start their own 
show together -  Funbox.
Anya, Kevin and Gary 
aren’t the only familiar 
faces, their furry pal Bon-

zo the dog joins them. 
He’s as naughty as ever, 
but he does behave for 
his best friend Anya.
Funbox’s ‘Fancy Dress 
Fun’ is coming to Argyll 
and Bute from the 28th 
-  31st of May.
Audience participation 
is still the name of the 
game, and everyone is 

invited to come in fancy 
dress and/or wear a silly 
hat. 
‘Fancy Dress Fun’ will be 
touring all over Scotland 
and comes to Oban on 
Saturday 30th May at 
2.00pm. Tickets available 
at Corran Halls, 01631 
567 333, full details at  
www.funbox.co.uk

Primary pupils’ 
Gaelic drama festival 
a great success

THE WINNERS of two Oban Times compe-
titions are in for a treat.

Joanne Daye of Ardrishaig won a dinner, bed 
and breakfast treat at the Taynuilt hotel while 
Clare MacFarlane from Wales has won a meal 
for two at the Mishnish Hotel in Tobermory.

Competition winners 

Mariners’ charity 
celebrates 70 years

MS musical fundraiser

Lews Castle grounds to 
receive £5.5m makeover

A CHARITY which supported shipwrecked 
mariners during World War Two, including in 
Oban, is celebrating 70 years since Victory in 
Europe Day, tomorrow (Friday).

During the war, the Shipwrecked Mariners’ 
Society helped more than 60,000 people, 
from providing money for clothing, food, 
accommodation and rail passes to survivors 
arriving back in Britain to financial support 
for bereaved families. 

In Oban alone, one of the 21 ports across 
the country where survivors were landed 
during the Battle of the Atlantic - Britain’s 
worst maritime conflict, the society helped 
539 people and made relief payments of more 
than £1,440, equivalent to £57,000 in today’s 
money.

To celebrate VE day, a new appeal video is 
being launched featuring vice president and 
former First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Jonathon 
Band, filmed on-board Britain’s most iconic 
ship, HMS Victory, a ship which was launched 
250 years ago on May 7 1765

MUSEUMS and galleries across Scotland 
are getting ready to take part in Scotland’s 
annual Festival of Museums, a nationwide 
programme of cultural events taking place 
from 15 – 17 May.

Argyll events include a medieval day at Car-
nassarie Castle where families can take part 
in traditional games and woodworking and 
also enjoy a beautiful falconry display. 

Down the road, the Kilmartin Museum will 
be hosting many special activities including 
children’s storytelling and a medieval writing 
workshop.

Guests will also get the opportunity to see a 
new display featuring the medieval artefacts 
from the 2013 Dun Mhuirich excavation.

The festival is run by Museum Galleries 
Scotland, the national development body for 
Scotland’s museums and galleries. 

The three-day long event will showcase 
Scotland’s extensive cultural offering through 
over 100 exciting events taking place across 
the country. 

The programme caters to all ages and 
interests and includes everything from his-
torical re-enactments and night time murder 
mysteries to children’s storytelling and arts 
and crafts.

Argyll attractions join 
Festival of Museums

A VICTORIAN castle on Lewis is set for a £5.5 
million overhaul to its grounds.

Planning applications have been lodged for im-
provements to Lews castle, Stornoway, including 
restoration of historic features such as the formal 
gardens, as part of a joint initiative between the 
Stornoway Trust and the Western Isles local au-
thority, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.

The groups have applied for listed building 
consent for proposed repairs to historic features 
including the bastion walls, terrace steps in front 
of the castle and walls and steps in the former 
sunken gardens at the castle, built between 1847 
and 1857.

Proposed new features include a fountain, a 
shelter in the sunken gardens and new play areas in 
the Bayhead Embankment and Woodlands centre 
area.

The overhaul is subject to a funding request being 
granted from the Heritage Lottery Fund’s Parks 
for People programme, with a decision expected 
to be made in June.

The Heritage Lottery Fund has already sup-
ported the restoration of the castle itself, which is 
expected to open in early autumn.

More information on the proposals can be found 
on the Comhairle nan Eilean Siar planning portal: 
planning.cne-siar.gov.uk/PublicAccess/

the singing 
ds campaign

Jardine, a fi sherman from Iona took part in the new 

A NEW fund has been launched to offer grants 
of up of £1,000 to organisations and individuals 
involved in Scottish Traditional Arts.

The fund - Tasgadh - is devolved from Creative 
Scotland, managed by Fèisean nan Gàidheal and 
available to provide support for traditional artists 
and organisations to create, perform, tour and 
showcase work.  Professional development appli-
cations can also be supported though the fund.

Fèisean nan Gàidheal Chief Executive, Arthur 
Cormack, welcomed the commitment from Crea-
tive Scotland: ‘While Creative Scotland continues 
to support traditional arts directly and will deal 
with larger projects through other routes, it is im-
portant that there is access to small grants which 
are relatively light touch and offer a fast decision. 

‘We are delighted to be working with Creative 
Scotland to provide that kind of support for Scot-
tish traditional music, dance and storytelling and 

expect a high level of uptake for the funds.’
Brian Ó hEadhra, Gaelic Arts and Culture 

Officer at Creative Scotland, said: ‘Fèisean nan 
Gàidheal have been developing traditional arts 
across Scotland for over 25 years and are well 
placed to successfully deliver this funding scheme.  

‘We are keen to get a good mix of art forms 
applying including music, dance and storytelling 
from the Gaelic and Scots traditions.  

‘Creative Scotland remains committed to 
working with partners in this sector to ensure 
that Scotland continues to have a vibrant living 
tradition across our communities, both rural and 
urban.’

The fund is now open with three deadline dates 
for applications during 2015-16, the first of those 
being 3 July 2015.  

Guidelines and applications are available at 
feisean.org/tasgadh.

Funds available for traditional arts

proudly only sells his 
catch to hotels on his 
home island, the former 
Indie band member 
who left Glasgow for a 
quieter life, the Gaelic 
choir with its Royal 
National Mod medal 
winner - and the last 
hand peat-cutter on 
Mull.

‘We have put this 
year’s campaign in the 
hands of the communi-
ties we serve,’ said Cal-
Mac’s, Peter Griffiths. 

‘There was no need 

to cajole anyone, they 
were really excited 
about it and we got a 
great response. 

‘The finished article is 
both fun and powerful. 
And, more importantly, 
completely genuine.’

The 30-second advert, 
along with a full three-
plus minutes short film 
of the whole Alright 
song, with more special 
views and island char-
acters, can be viewed 
at www.calmac.co.uk/
friends 

FILM SYNOPSIS

MAD MAX: FURY ROAD (15) 120 MINS 
Thrilling, edge-of-seat action fantasy starring Tom Hardy and Charlize Theron.  In 
a stark desert landscape where humanity is broken, two rebels just might be able 
to restore order: Max, a man of action and of few words, and Furiosa, a woman of 
action who is looking to make it back to her childhood homeland.

FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD (12A) 119MINS 
Stunning remake of the classic sixties fi lm.  After her father unexpectedly 
dies, young Ella (Lily James) fi nds herself at the mercy of her cruel stepmother 
(Cate Blanchett) and stepsisters, who reduce her to scullery maid. Despite her 
circumstances, she refuses to despair.

SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN (12A) 103MINS
A silent fi lm production company and cast make a diffi  cult transition to sound.

ALADDIN (U) 90MINS
When a street urchin vies for the love of a beautiful princess, he uses a genie's 
magic power to make himself off  as a prince in order to marry her.

HOME (U)
Oh, an alien on the run from his own people, lands on Earth and makes friends with 
the adventurous Tip, who is on a quest of her own.

SPONGEBOB: SPONGE OUT OF WATER (PG) 92MINS 
Delightfully zany comedy for kids and grown-ups alike. Life is dandy in Bikini 
Bottom for SpongeBob Squarepants (Tom Kenny) and his friends Patrick (Bill 
Fagerbakke), Squidward (Rodger Bumpass), Mr. Krabs (Clancy Brown) and Sandy 
(Carolyn Lawrence). However, when the top-secret recipe for Krabby Patties 
is stolen, SpongeBob fi nds that he must join forces with perpetual adversary 
Plankton (Mr. Lawrence) and come ashore to battle a fi endish pirate named Burger 
Beard (Antonio Banderas), who has his own plans for the delicious delicacies.

ENO: THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE (LIVESTREAM)
Sentimental pirates, blundering policeman, absurd adventures and improbable 
paradoxes – Gilbert and Sullivan’s dazzling The Pirates of Penzance comes to ENO 
in a highly anticipated new production from renowned fi lm maker and director 
Mike Leigh.
This much-loved comic opera is a showcase of brilliant humour and razor-sharp wit 
and features a sparkling score chock-full of memorable melodies and catchy tunes.

15 MAY 2015 - 21 MAY 2015 

ALADDIN  (U)
Sat: 10:00
ENO: THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE  (12A)

Tue: 19:30
FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD  (12A)

Fri, Mon, Wed, Thu: 15:50,18:10,20:40 Sat: 18:00,20:20
Sun: 18:00,19:30  Tue: 15:20,17:50
HOME  (U)

Sat: 16:15  Sun: 11:00,14:00
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD  (15)

Fri, Mon, Wed, Thu: 16:00,18:20  Sat: 18:15,20:30
Sun: 15:10,16:30  Tue: 15:30,20:10
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 3D  (15)

Daily Except Sat: 20:30  Sat: 15:10
SINGIN' IN THE RAIN  (U)

Sat: 11:00
THE SPONGEBOB MOVIE: SPONGE OUT OF WATER  (U)

Sun: 13:00
THE SPONGEBOB MOVIE 3D  (U)

Sat: 13:00  Sun: 10:30

A GAELIC drama 
festival held in Oban 
last week proved a 
great success for the 
Argyll-wide school 
pupils who took part.

The annual drama 
festival showcased 
plays from fi ve 
diff erent primary 
schools from the Argyll 
and Lochaber areas, on 
May 5.

Now in its ninth year, 
the festival provides 
youngsters with an 
opportunity to learn 
new skills, whilst 
putting together a 
brand new play.

Some of the schools  

contributed two plays 
to the project this 
year, meaning a total 
of eight plays were  
showcased – with 
topics ranging from 
Japan, Australia and 
even a new take on the 
classic, Macbeth.

Dougie Beck, who is 
involved with drama at 
Fèisean nan Gàidheal, 
has been working in 
many of the schools 
that took part. 

He said: ‘Some of the 
children involved this 
year have been taking 
part since the very fi rst 
project back in 2006. 

‘We strongly believe 

that drama is an 
excellent tool for 
developing a wide 
range of skills – 
public speaking, self-
confi dence, teamwork 
and behaviour among 
them; every year it’s 
encouraging to see 
that they will then go 
on to high school with 
new skills that will be 
benefi cial to them in 
the years ahead.’

Although the 
showcase isn’t 
competitive, the 
children were given 
a small memento to 
remind them of their 
hard work. 

A FUNDRAISER for the Oban Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS) centre will be playing a new 
tune on May 23 at 8pm in Glencruitten Parish 
church hall.

Guy Forteith, a young MS sufferer himself, 
is organising the event with some of the best 
singers and musicians from the west coast 
coming along to play.

Guy said: ‘It is an acoustic guitar and accor-
dion set. It will be a great night with superb 
music.’

The event starts at 8pm and costs £6, tickets 
can be purchased on the door. More details on 
performers in next week’s Oban Times.
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Appin Agricultural Show
Saturday 15th August 2015

Stalker Croft, Appin 
Judging Starts 10am 

Sheep, Cattle, Highland Cattle, Dog show
Handcrafts, Floral Art, Flowers and Veg

Highland Dancing, Vintage Engines
and Lots More

Entry: Adults £ 5.00, Children & Conc £3
Free Parking

BUNESSAN SHOW
Friday 7th August 2015

Bunessan School Ground
Gates open 9.30am

Traditional Highland and Island Agricultural Show
Entry: Adult £4.00, Conc £2.00, Car Parking £2.00

Skipinnish Ceilidh Band 9pm

Islay, Jura & Colonsay 
Agricultural Show
Thursday 13th August 2015

Bridgend, Islay
Judging starts 10am

Cattle, Sheep, Horses, Dogs, Flowers & Vegetables, Baking, 
Handicrafts and Childrens Competition.

Quack Commandos, Woodcarver, Islay Youth Pipers, Highland 
Dancers, Caricature Artist, Dog Display, Heavy Events, 
Shearing, Vintage Vehicles, Stalls & Games, Pet Corner

Adults £6, OAP & Children under 16 £3
Under 5’s free, Family Tickets £15

Lochaber 
Agricultural Show & 
Family Fun Day Out
Saturday 22nd August 2015

INVERLOCHY CASTLE FARM, 
TORLUNDY, FORT WILLIAM

Entry Adult £7, Senior Citizens £5, Under 16s Free
www.lochaberagriculturalshow.co.uk

Lorn Agricultural Show
Saturday 1st August 2015
Common Grazing’s Tralee, 

Benderloch
Showfield opens 9.00am

Amazing venue on the beach at Tralee, 
All the usual attractions + many more

Entry Adults £5.00, Child £2.00, 
Family £12.00

SALEN SHOW
THURSDAY 13TH AUGUST 2015 

SHOWFIELD AT GLENAROS
GATES OPEN 10AM 

ENTRY ADULT £5, CONC £3, 
FAMILY £14

DANCE TO FOLLOW

Inveraray

Sunart & District Agricultural Society Show
& Family Fun Day Out

Saturday 8th August 2015

 James Dylan 
Stuntworld motor cycle stunt team

Tiree Show
FRIDAY 24TH JULY 2015
The Rural Centre, Crossapol
Judging starts 10.30am

Main Attraction “THE CLAN” stunt bike team
Full details at www.tireeshow.co.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
2015 SHOWS

TIREE SHOW 
Rural Centre, Crossapol
Friday, July 24

LORN SHOW 
Tralee Beach, Benderloch 
Saturday, August 1
 
KINTYRE SHOW 
Anderston Park, Campbeltown 
Friday, August 7

BUNESSAN SHOW  
Bunessan School Ground, Mull
Friday, August 7

SUNART SHOW 
Strontian Showfield 
Saturday, August 8

SALEN SHOW 
Glenaros Showfield, Mull
Thursday, August 13

ISLAY, JURA & COLONSAY SHOW  
Bridgend, Islay
Thursday, August 13 

APPIN SHOW 
Stalker Croft, Appin
Saturday, August 15

LOCHABER SHOW 
Inverlochy Castle Farm, Torlundy
Saturday, August 22

DALMALLY SHOW 
Mart Park, Dalmally 
Saturday, September 5

into summer and the 

thoughts on the farm 

the country.

exchange views and 
news and maybe 

two, these shows have 
a serious side to them.

ty to showcase stock, 

rosettes come their 
way and assess the 

Some shows are 

stockjudging, where 

over and examined 

are turned into the 
ring where they are 
scrutinised by not just 
the judges but neigh-
bouring farmers and 

country are brought for 

of taking away the su-

or Kintyre where dairy 

to the community.

communities, affording 
a way to gather, show-
case crafts, home 

TIREE 
AGRICULTURAL 
SHOW

known for 

and there is 
much an-

show.

in some way or 
another, from riding 

show, farming young-
sters showing their 

and amazing home 

everything from 
knitting to jams. This 

team.

LORN 
AGRICULTURAL 
SHOW
The Lorn Show is 
going from strength 

a move in 2012 from 

is used to host the 

with both the farming 
community and the 

and the entries into 
everything from the 

titions to the dog show 

The morning is give 
over to the serious 
business of stock-judg-
ing and the afternoon 

entertainment.

KINTYRE 
AGRICULTURAL 
SHOW

Society runs the annu-

Show which has been 

years.

farming community in 
K i n -

tyre, this is one of the 
few shows in the area 
to have a strong dairy 

judging, tug-o-war and 
dog show.

BUNESSAN SHOW

busy or entertaining 
with a wide range of 

judging, there is a 

for those with other 

home-baking, handi-

section.

SUNART AND 
DISTRICT 
AGRICULTURAL 
SHOW

where stockjudging 

The show starts with 

take to the boards for 

the day.

show, it is the 

and a must-see for 
visitors to the area.

SALEN 
AGRICULTURAL 
SHOW

showground at Aros 
and is one of the high-

year.

judging, horse show, 

and dog show is the 

ISLAY, JURA 
AND COLONSAY 
AGRICULTURAL 
SHOW 
As the name suggest, 
this show draws com-

crafts and other goods, 

hours.

APPIN 
AGRICULTURAL 
SHOW

out as it does over 

formed show is re-
nowned 

for 

its after show dance 

during the day it is 

community, with a 
good show of stock, 

a variety of entertain-

young farmers testing 
their strength.

LOCHABER 
AGRICULTURAL 
SHOW
The Lochaber show is 

show which draws 
farmers from across 
Lochaber and has 

contests, horse and 

and more.

DALMALLY 
AGRICULTURAL 
SHOW

show in the West 

The show missed a 
year in 2014 but is 

in the mart. This show 

matches and terrier 
racing.

Kintyre Agricultural Show
Friday 7th August 2015

Anderston Park, 
Campbeltown

Gates Open 8am

Dairy & Beef Cattle, Sheep, Clydesdales, 
Horses & Ponies 

Old Tractors & Dogs
Entry: Adults £6.00, Children £3, 

Family Tickets £12.00
Free Parking

Dalmally
Agricultural Show

Saturday 5th September 2015
The Mart Park, Dalmally

Gates open 9am
Main ring attractions, Horse ring display 

team and vintage Tractors, Climbing 
poles Plus Junior shinty

Entry fee: £7 Adult, £4 Sen. Citz., £3 Child 
www.dalmally-show.co.uk

2015 shaping up to be fantastic 
year for agricultural shows
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LAWRIE & SYMINGTON 
LIVESTOCK AUCTIONEERS, VALUERS & 

ESTATE AGENTS
Live Auctions

Farm, Displenishing and Dispersal Sales, Valua-
tions and Arbitrations, Estate and Property Agency 

Management,
Assured Professional Expertise, Sales List on 

Application
*****

COUNTRY SUPPLIES 
Animal Feed and Health, Equestrian Range,
Pet Food and Care, Gardening, Clothing & 
Footwear, Hardware and General Supplies

Tel. 01555 660099
Email: countrysupplies@lawrieandsymington.com

*****
EVENTS DEPARTMENT

Contact our Events Manager
Tel. 01555 662281 Ext. 208   Mobile 07836 505762

Email: events@lawrieandsymington.com
*****

FORFAR MARKET
Tel. 01307 462651     Fax 01307 464290

Email: forfarmart@lawrieandsymington.com
*****

LANARK AGRICULTURAL CENTRE

Muirglen, Hyndford Road, Lanark, ML11 9AX
Tel: 01555 662281   Fax: 01555 665638/665100

Email: mailbox@lawrieandsymington.com
Website:  www.lawrieandsymington.com

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL  BEST PRICES

Farming

OUTRAGE across the 
dairy industry at First 
Milk’s plans to further 
reduce the price of milk 
it will pay producers has 
led to politicians calling 
for its bosses to account 
for their actions.

The rural affairs, 
climate change and 
environment committee 
at the Scottish Parlia-
ment last week wrote to 
First Milk’s new chief 
executive officer Mike 
Gallacher and chairman 
Jim Paice asking them 
to appear yesterday 
(Wednesday) to answer 
questions about the 
farmer-owned compa-
ny’s turnaround plan, 
including its further cuts 
in payments to dairy 
farmers.

The cut of a further 
0.2p per litre from June 

covers the majority of 
Scottish suppliers while 
those on Bute will see 
prices cut by 1.2p per 
litre. 

In Campbeltown and 
on Arran the price will 
drop to 20.67ppl but on 
Bute it falls to 19.3ppl, 
which, after capital 
contributions to First 
Milk, equates to around 
16ppl.

Chairman of the par-
liamentary committee 
Rob Gibson MSP wrote 
to First Milk after 
Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell brought 
the matter to the atten-
tion of fellow committee 
members.

Mr Russell said: ‘There 
is huge anger on Bute at 
the decision of their own 
co-operative  to penalise 
the dairy farmers of that 

island with an additional 
one penny per litre price 
cut over and above the 
0.2p cut being imposed 
across Scotland, but not 
in some other areas of 
the UK.   

‘Members of the rural 
affairs committee were 
unanimous in their 
view that this new de-
velopment necessitated 
a recall of First Milk, 
which gave evidence to 
the committee’s dairy 
inquiry on January 28, 
given that the price 
being paid before this 
latest cut was still well 
below the cost of pro-
duction.  

‘In addition the com-
mittee has previously 
called for assistance 
with transportation 
costs for Bute dairy 
farmers and the ‘turn-

around’ plan seems to 
cynically take advantage 
of any concession that 
might still be made. 

‘I believe the chairman 
and CEO of First Milk 
have a great deal of 
explaining to do and the 
Scottish Parliament Ru-
ral Affairs Committee is 
keen to hear from them 
as soon as possible.   

‘Such a public session 
will also allow the Bute 
dairy farmers them-
selves to hear at first 
hand why the company 
has behaved in this de-
structive and damaging 
way.’

Mr Gibson said in his 
letter to First Milk: ‘The 
committee is extremely 
concerned by these de-
velopments and the po-
tential impact these may 
have on those farming in 

many of our most fragile 
communities, and that 
these may threaten the 
sustainability and recov-
ery of the dairy industry 
in Scotland.’

The Scottish govern-
ment published a dairy 
action plan on March 31, 
which included support 
for First Milk’s capital 
investment plans for 
Campbeltown Cream-
ery; reviewing freight 
fares to take account 
of the impact on dairy 
transport costs; includ-
ing First Milk products 
in the development of 
a Scottish dairy brand; 
and working together 
with First Milk to en-
sure streamlined and 
effective public sector 
support for the compa-
ny’s plans to transform 
its business.

Dairy bosses 
called on 
to explain 
further milk 
price cut

System ready for 
SAF applications, 
says NFUS

CUT: Kintyre dairy farmers have been aff ected by the fall in milk prices but Bute 
has been worst hit this time round

R E A S S U R A N C E S 
have been sought that the 
online single applications 
forms system for farm 
payments will be able 
to cope as the deadline 
approaches for farmers.

Following a meeting 
with Scottish government 
officials last week the 
National Farmers Union 
Scotland (NFUS) said 
it recognised that some 
improvements in speed 
had been made.

Allan Bowie, NFUS 
president, said: ‘Farmers 
and farm advisers have 
repeatedly complained 
about how slow the sys-
tem operates and that it 
is difficult to use.   

‘The majority of SAF 
applications will be com-
pleted by farm advisors 
and they have been strug-
gling to get through their 
workload because of the 

speed of the system.
‘These speed improve-

ments need to stick, 
especially as we expect 
an increase in the volume 
of SAF claims submitted 
in the coming weeks, if 
online SAF applications 
are to be submitted in 
enough numbers be-
tween now and June 15.’

He added that the 
NFUS would press for 
contingency arrange-
ments to remain in place 
should they be required. 

‘We urge those farmers 
not yet registered on the 
new Rural Payments and 
Services system to do 
so now and encourage 
farmers not to put off 
completing their SAF 
but to start it now. 

‘The clock is now 
ticking so please don’t 
leave it too late,’ said Mr 
Bowie.

CALEDONIAN Marts 
Ltd sold 184 live cattle at 
their weekly Primestock 
Sale in Stirling on May 
7 which incorporated 
the annual show and 
sale of Limousin bred 
cattle, comprising of 
97 bullocks and heifers, 
16 young bulls, 7 OTM 
clean and 64 cast cows 
and bulls.

All classes dearer 
with the 20 entered for 
showing averaging 232p 
per kg or £1,418 per 
head.

Forty-four Bullocks 
averaged 211p per kg 
with 53 heifers at 213p 
per kg.

The championship 
went to W Dandie & 
Sons, Learielaw Farm, 
Broxburn with a 566kg 
bullock at 249p per kg 
to the Wishaw Abattoir 
Co.

Reserve, also from 
Learielaw, was a 698kg 
Bullock, 227p per kg 
to T Johnston & Son, 
Butchers, Falkirk and 
Dunfermline.

Show cattle sold to 
239p, Woodhead of 
Mailer; 237p, Mains 

of Cultmalundie, 
Brockwoodlees and 
Mains of Throsk; 232p, 
Kinneil Mill and East 
Camps.

Young bulls (16) sold 
to 224p per kg for 728kg 
or £1,631 (champion) 
from Mains of Throsk.

Others sold to 
221p and 219p South 
Woodlane.

Also sold were 71 cast 
cows, bulls and OTM 
cattle.

Champion Limousin 
cow, Mains of Throsk 
£1,450 for 820kg; 
reserve, Mains of 
Throsk, £1,425 for 
894kg.

Once again all classes 
of cows in big demand 
with more required for 
the weekly sale.

Beef cows outwith 
prize list sold to: £1,245 
Blackhill (160p); £1,165 
Mains of Throsk 
(170p); £1,135 Annfield: 
Holstein cows to 
£1,065 Broompark 
(137p); £1,035 (twice) 
Gallamuir (131p); 
£945 Carneil (122p): 
Montballierd cows to 
£945 Woodend (125p).

Market reports

CHAMPION: The champion bullock at Caledonian 
Marts’ Limousin show and sale

UNITED Auctions 
sold 2,660 prime sheep 
on Thursday May 7 
at Stirling, including 
158 spring lambs and 
2,022 hoggs selling to 
an average of 168.5p/kg 
and 480 ewes and rams. 

Spring lambs (158) – 
Gillbank (Suff) £104; 
Penston (Char) £104; 
West Meikle Pinkerton 
(Tex) £100; Gillbank 
(Bel) £83.50.

Spring lambs (158) – 
West Meikle Pinkerton 
(Tex) 227p; Gillbank 
(Bel) 218p; Penston 
(Char) 213p; Hallhill 
(Suff) 210p.

Hoggs (2,022) – 
Easter Ochtermuthill 
(Tex) £101; Luckenburn 
(Btex) £100; Boghall 
(Suff) £94; Aikengall 
(BF) £92; Boghall 
(Chev) £90.50; 
Craigrowan (Mules) 
£87.

Hoggs (2,022) –
Luckenburn (Btex) 
229p; Ballechin (Tex) 
210p; Over Kellie, 
(Chev) 197p; East 
Saucher (BF) 188p; 
East Saucher (Suff) 
174p; Templand 
(Mules) 173p.

Ewes (480)- 
Chalmerston (Suff) 
£137.50; Oatfield (Tex) 
£129.50; Overton (BFL) 
£121.50; Marvingstone 
(HB) £111.50; West 
Meikle Pinkerton 
(Cont) £108.50; Moor 
(Chev) £107.50; 
Drumharrow (Mule) 
£107.50; Chalmerstone 
(Bel) £103.50; Lathones 
(Lly) £97; Killelan + 
Quixwood (BF) £81.50.

Rams – Quixwood 
(Tex) £155; Templand 
(BFL) £133; Aikengall 
(BF) £89.

Caledonian Marts

OUT NOW!

Available from all WH Smiths, all good 
Independent Newsagents or online.

www.eqymagazine.co.uk

SCOTLAND’S NEWEST AND 
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Image: David Hay-Thorburn, loving his 

high-level view from the saddle

HORSE HEROES

01/04/2015   15:52:08
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FORMER WORLD AND UK 

TREC CHAMPION DAVID 

HAY-THORBURN DISCUSSES 

WHY THE SADDLE IS THE 

BEST WAY TO SURVEY THE 

SCOTTISH LANDSCAPE

PHOTOGRAPHAANGUS BLACKBURN

Brenfield Estate in central Argyll, on the banks 

of Loch Fyne, is home to David Hay-Thorburn 

and his horses. From this stunning base he runs 

a livery yard and offers riding lessons, horse 

holidays and TREC training. ‘TREC is a fun riding 

competition that usually consists of three phases – 

namely, orienteering on horseback [POR], Control 

of Paces [CoP] and a cross-country obstacle course 

[PTV],’ explains David. 

The TREC competition involves using these skills 

and simulates the challenges any rider may encoun-

ter when out hacking. David first started because he 

thought it would be a great way to explore areas of 

natural and historic beauty that would not usually be 

accessible on a daily basis.

TREC has many benefits for both horse and rider.   

It encourages general horse knowledge and care, and 

develops a wide range of useful skills in the partner-

ship. In the horse it encourages calmness and versatili-

ty and in the rider personal development making them 

more independent and confident with their riding and 

also enhances social capabilities.

When asked about what makes exploring Scotland on 

horseback such a special experience, David happily waxes 

lyrical on the subject. 

‘Riding horses offers the chance to see the countryside 

from a different perspective,’ he says. ‘The extra height  

a horse gives you means that you are able to take in 

views that would be impossible to glimpse on foot. Also 

there is the opportunity to glimpse wildlife that you 

wouldn’t be able to on foot. Most wildlife do not see the 

horse as a threat, meaning that you can get a lot closer to 

some species.’   

Blazingtrail 

01/04/2015   15:54:32

ONLY 
£15

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the official magazine 

of the Standing Council 

of Scottish Chiefs, the 

new-look Scots Heritage 

magazine is an unbeatable 

read. With features on 

clans, genealogy, great 

Scots, the events which 

forged a nation, and 

a wealth of articles on 

Scottish history and 

culture, no other magazine 

is as successful at 

keeping Scots at home 

and abroad in touch with 

their heritage.

To subscribe to Scots 

Heritage call the 

subscriptions number, 

and post to the relevant 

address or visit the website 

and click on subscribe. 

It couldn’t be easier.

UK subscription: £15  

Worldwide subscription: £25

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk 
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  

QUADS & ATV’s – Full selection of brand new Suzuki King Quads. 
Also brand new Arctic Cat 700 Diesels in stock. 

Good selection of used quads in stock all serviced/new tyres/warranty

CLAAS AXOS 330, 2009, c/w MX loader, shuttle box, tires 90%................... £21,995

JOHN DEERE 6220 SE, 2004, c/w John Deere 631 loader, 90hp ................... £20,495

JOHN DEERE 6200 c/w Quicke 450 loader and spike, 1995 .......................... £14,795

NEW HOLLAND 6635 c/w Trima loader, 1999, ex council tractor ................ £13,995

ZETOR 8441 Proxima, 2005, c/w Allied loader, 1 owner from new, 
low hours .........................................................................................................£13,995

JCB 526 Farm special, 2001, c/w pallet forks .................................................. £13995

JCB 526 Farm special, 2001, c/w pallet forks, PUH ......................................... £13495

ZETOR 5341 Super, 1999, c/w Quicke loader/4ft fork/quick release, 
4800 recorded hours, V5 document, 65hp ......................................................£11,495 

MASSEY FERGUSON 390 4wd, 1995, Hi line, 18 speed shift, 
ex estate tractor ............................................................................................. £10,495

MASSEY FERGUSON 399, 4wd, 1994, 6 cylinder Perkins, 100Hp approx ....... £9995

MASSEY FERGUSON 3065, 1993, c/w MF loader, ex equestrian yard ............ £9995

RENAULT Ceres 85, 1994, w 880 loader/joystick/4ft muck fork ...................... £8995

ZETOR 7745, 1993, c/w Faucheux loader/fork .................................................. £8495

RENAULT Pales 4wd, 2001, good mid sized tractor ideal small holding etc.... £8995

JOHN DEERE 1640, 1985, 4wd, c/w JD loader, tyres 90% ............................... £7495

JOHN DEERE 2040, 1985, 2wd, sg2 cab ........................................................... £4995

JCB 8025 MIDI Excavator, 2009, ZTS, 2.5 ton, 2 buckets, Quick hitch .............£13,995

CASE CX 3.1 MIDI Excavator, 2007, ZTS, 3 ton, 3 buckets, quick hitch ........... £12,995

NEUSON Tracked Dumper, swivel Tip, 3 ton, 2008, rubber tracks 80% ........... £8795

NEUSON 1503 mini digger, 1.7 ton, 2002, expanding tracks, 3 buckets, 
quick hitch ......................................................................................................... £8495

KAWASAKI KVF 360cc, 2012, automatic, enclosed foot wells, 
selectable 4wd/2wd, UK delivery £95 .............................................................. £3395

YAMAHA Grizzly 350cc, 2008, auto, 4wd, tow ball .......................................... £3395

HONDA 420cc, 2009, manual, 4wd, tow ball ................................................... £3395

YAMAHA Grizzly 350cc, 2007, auto, Red, 4wd, tow ball .................................. £3195

POLARIS 400cc Sportsman, 2009, selectable 4wd/2wd, tow ball, automatic £2995

KAWASAKI KLF 300cc, 4wd, manual with hi/low and reverse, racks/tow ball £2195

ARCTIC CAT 700cc Diesel, 2015, road legal, winch, tow ball ........................... £7990

ARCTIC CAT 400cc Petrol, 2015, road legal, winch .......................................... £4490

SUZUKI 400cc King quad, 2015, red, manual ................................................... £5590 FOR SALE
ONE SIMMENTAL BULL AND ONE 
WHITEBRED SHORTHORN BULL  
Contact D Anderson, Lochgilphead.  

Telephone 07788 580525 or 
07788 422978

United Auctions

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES
Audi A4 Quattro Avant Sport 2.5 TDI

Please contact 01688 302606, 
07415 006595

‘54 plate, 

immaculate 

condition, 1 lady 

owner, FSH, 63,000 

genuine miles.

£7450

Ford Fiesta 1.4 Zetec

Contact 07808401178 
(Arran)

Very good condition

Five doors, Alloy wheels, 

petrol.

77,000 miles MOT until 

October 2015.

Family owned since new.

£950

Tel: 07788 751443

FOR SALE 20FT CONTAINER

As new condition, 
only used for furniture.

£1800

12 MITSUBISHI L200 4work, S/cab P/up, Manual, Canopy, Towbar, Red, 70K .....................................................£9,950
61 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Equippe, 5dr Car, 3.2 DiD Auto, Epack, Alloys, Met Silver, 80K..................NO VAT £13,750
10 MITSUBISHI SHOGAN SWB, Equippe, Commercial, 3.2 DiD Auto, Epack, Alloys, Met Silver,  ......................£9,750
59 MITSUBISHI L200 4Work, Dbl Cab P/up, Manual, CD Player, Towbar, Met Silver, 45K ....................................£8,950
08 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, double cab pick-up, manual, canopy, tow bar, met grey .......................................£7,450
06 MITSUBISHI L200 4work, Single Cab P/Up, New Shape, Manual, Low Road Tax, Met Silver ........................£4,950
55 MITSUBISHI L200 4Work, Dbl/Cab P/up, Manual, Tow Bar, Liner, Met Blue,  ...................................................£4,250
52 MITSUBISHI L200Animal, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Canopy, Epack, Towbar, Black, 98K ........................£3,750
61 NISSAN NAVARA Teckna Dbl Cab P/up, Manual, Canopy, Heated Leather, Sun Roof, Met Grey ................£11,750
56 NISSAN NAVARA Aventura, D/cab Pickup, 6 Sp Manual, Heated Leather, Sat Nav, A- Bars, Met Blue ....NO VAT £7,250
52 NISSAN NAVARA D22, King Cab P/Up, Manual, Alloys, Epack, Red, 80K .......................................................£3,750
59 FORD TRANSIT 260 SWB Van, SLD, Epack, Ply Lined, White ...........................................................................£6,450
09 FORD TRANSIT 350 double cab, alloy drop side pick-up, 115 hp, 6 speed, alloy tail lift, blue, 16k ...............£9,950
09 FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB Hightop van manual, SLD PLy lined, Green, 20k ....................................................£8,950
58 FORD RANGER Super Cab P/Up, 4WD, C/W High Capacity Canopy Fitted Workshop, White,  ....................£7,750
08 FORD TRANSIT 350 Crew Cab Alloy Drop-side tipper, Towbar, Direct Council, white, 60k .............................£8,950
08 FORD TRANSIT 350 Dbl/Cab, Alloys, Dropside Tipper, Towbar, White 50K .....................................................£8,950
08 FORD TRANSIT, 350 D/cab, Allow Dropside Tipper, Towbar, Direct Council, Yellow, 80k ................................£7,950
57 FORD TRANSIT 300 LWB Semi-high top van, SLD, plylined, roof rack, white, 72k ............................NO VAT £6,450
57 FORD TRANSIT Connect, SWB Van, SLD, CD, ply lined, direct council ...........................................................£4,250
07 FORD TRANSIT 350, 115Hp, Sgl/Cab, Alloy Dropside Tipper, C/W Maxi Lift Crane, Direct Council,  ............£7,950
07 FORD TRANSIT 350, Single Cab Alloy Dropside Tipper, Towbar, Direct Council .............................................£6,950
07 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, Alloy Dropside P/up, 13ft Body, Tail Lift, White ......................................................£5,750
06 FORD TRANSIT 350 Single Cab Dropside Tipper, Manual, Towbar, White, 62k .................................NO VAT £5,450
54 AUDI A4 SPORT, 4 Door Saloon, 1.9 TDi, 130Hp, 6 Speed Manual, Alloys, Met Blue .....................................£4,450
06 MERCEDES SPRINTER 311 CDi, MWB, 4x4 Van, Manual, SLD, Rear Fitted Workshop, White......................£8,950
01 MERCEDES C200, Kompressor, 3 door Coupe, Auto, Full leather, Alloys, Met Silver,  ......................NO VAT £2,950
59 VW CRAFTER CR35 MWB Low Roof Van, 6 Speed, Manual, SLD, Epack, Blue, 46k .....................................£9,450
59 VW Crafter CR35, MWB Low roof Van, 6 Sp, SLD, E Pack, A/C, Blue, 25k .......................................................£9,950
59 VW Crafter CR35, MWB Low roof Van, 6 Sp, SLD, E Pack, A/C, Blue, 43k .......................................................£9,450
09 WV TRANSPORTER, 11 Seat, Bluebird Minibus, Auto, Wheel Chair Access, Blue, Direct council ...............£12,950
58 VW TRANSPORTER T30, SWB, Panel Van, Manual, SLD, Ply Lined & Rear Shelves, Direct Council, White, Choice .... £8,450
58 WV CRAFTER CR35 MWB, Hightop van, 6 sp, SLD, Ply Lined, White, Direct Council ....................................£7,950
08 VW CRAFTER CR35 double cab dropside tipper pick-up, 6 speed manual, towbar, green, 62k....................£7,950
57 VW CRAFTER CR35 LWB Alloy Dropside Tipper, Lockable Roller Shutter Tool Box, Direct Council, Low Miles, White, Choice........ £8,450
54 VW CADDY VAN 1.9 SWB, Twin Side doors, Bulk Head, Green, 40k................................................................£4,950
10 VAUXHALL COMBO CDTi Van, manual, SLD, plylined, direct council, white, 10k, as new .............................£5,750
59 VAUXHALL MOVANO, MWB High-tops van, Manual, SLD, Ply Lined, Blue ......................................................£5,950
06 IVECO 45/15 LWB Mini Bus, Manual, Tracked Flooring, Wheelchair Lift, One Council Owner, White, 70k ....£4,950
10 KAWASAKI 600 MULE  Drop Side Tipper Body, Mauser cab, Towbar, Red, 1200 HRS, Choice .....................£4,250
ROMAQUIP Alloy Gritterbody Roll On/Off, CW Hatz Diesel Engine, Very Clean, Direct Council ..........................£3,950

20%

WANTED

Telephone: 07703490572 
ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all pickups 
single or double cabs, any condition, 

runner or not, high miles no problem.

WANTED

Telephone 07546 788945

All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition and 
reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non 

runners/MOT failures etc considered.
Will collect.

M

Nissan X-trail Sport DCI

Tel: 01852 300213

5 Door Hatchback,

SG54 MPX, Silver, 

2184cc, 

MOT 08/10/15, 

mileage 130786.

£2,000

BMW 320D Touring

Tel: 01770 600654 (Arran)

2005 68,000miles,

FSH, Well 

maintained,

12 month MOT.

£3500 o.n.o.

BOX TRAILER

Tel: 07712114143 / 01546 602633

8’ X 4’8” X 18” BODY 

WITH NEW FLOOR 

AND SIDE PANELS, 

SPARE WHEEL.

 £300

Coachman Pastiche 460/2

07899 750993/
0777 1996352

2006. Two berth caravan. 

VGC. Non-smokers. No pets. 

FSH. Truman motor mover. 

New Protec cover plus many 

extras.

£5,125 o.n.o.

W.D. Semple
FIND US 

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995* Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £7,995*

Dacia Duster = from £8,995*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms
USED CARS

64 Dacia Duster Ambiance, DCi 4x4, Grey, 150 miles ................................... £13,950
64 Dacia Sandero Laureate, 5 Dr HB, black 120 miles ..................................... £9,950
14 Renault Captur Dyn Medianav, DCi 1.5 Ivor, Delivery Mileage .................. £15,950
14 Skoda Fabia Elegance, 1.6TDI CR, Estate, Silver, 14,000 Miles, ................. £10,650
14 Ford Ka, Plain Red, 6600 miles ................................................................... £7,000
63 Skoda Octavia S, TDI Estate Silver 14,000 miles ........................................ £14,750
13 Dacia Duster 4x4 Laureate, silver, 11,000 miles ........................................ £12,750
13 Renault Megane Dyn tomtom, DCi Estate, Blue, 14,000 miles .................. £11,750
13 Peugeot 107 Allure, 5dr, blue, 12,000 miles ................................................ £7,250
11 Vauxhall Corsa Excite, 1000cc, 49,000 miles ............................................... £5,250
60 Renault Clio Dyn 1.5dci, 5Dr, Silver, 59,000 miles ...................................... £5,550
59 Renault Clio DYN DCi 5dr , Black, 44,000 Miles  ........................................ £5,650
09 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec, Black, 80,000 miles .................................................. £4,500
09 Renault Kangoo Car 1.2, Blue, 44,000 miles ............................................... £3,950
08 Renault Laguna DCi 150, Black, 86,800 miles ...............................................£POA
57 Renault Clio 1.4 Privalage, 5dr HB, silver, 33,000 miles............................... £3,950
56 Citreon Picasso 1.6DCi, silver, 44,000 miles ................................................ £3,000

COMMERCIALS

64 Renault Kangoo Van, ML19 DCi 75, 100miles ....................................£8,950+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivaro DCI Van ...............................................................£8,000 plus VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White ...............................................................£8,000+VAT

New Dacia range available for test drive today!
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

WANTED

Call: James Williamson
07786471080 or 07789138028

ALL 4x4 WANTED
Toyota, Mitsubishi, Landrover etc.

Instant cash waiting
Distance no object

Mileage no problem

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07716 200394 
or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

4 x 4’s, all makes and models, Toyota, 
Landrover, Mitsubishi, high miles no 

problem, MOT or not, instant decision, 
same day payment. Also light 

commercials, vans and pick-ups bought.

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes & 

caravanettes. Any age or condition.
We also buy water damaged or

in need of repair. Also all types of
touring caravans from 95 onwards.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07716 200394 
or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and 
camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

16ft Orkney Longliner

£2995

Telephone: 01546 830270

Unusual 16ft Orkney 

Longliner with 

original 6hp inboard 

diesel engine.

Tel: 07929 955901

Mooring for rent in Carding Mill 

Bay, off  jetty at water station.

Parking and dinghy space.
Close to town for walking.

07749 264450

Fishing kayak
Trident 13

Excellent condition

£499 o.n.o.

Ocean Explorer

4.2m X-Pro Sea Swift RIB

£4,950 o.n.o.

Tel: 01583 441275 / 441263   Mob: 07833141678

2007 Yamaha Outboard 4 stroke 100hrs. Electric Start / Trim. 2012 

Lightweight Aluminium Hull / Tubes. Garmin Fish Finder. Galvanised 

Roller Trailer & Cover. Superb family fun boat for all watersports.

www.rib4sale.weebly.com

SAILING TIMESDRIVETIMES

WANTED
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£31
IF UNSOLD 
AFTER 1ST 

WEEK JUST 
CALL BEFORE 

TUESDAY 
3PM TO GET 

YOUR SECOND 
WEEK FREE

Tel: 01631 
568000

DRIVETIMES 
NOW ONLY

Seasonal Ferry Drivers/Marina 
operatives 

To Skipper small passenger vessels/workboats.

To convey passengers to and from Oban Marina 
on the Isle of Kerrera.

To be customer focused and welcoming towards 
marina users and staff. 

To complete general marina duties as necessary 
when required. 

level 2 with commercial endorsement. 

initial probationary period.

To apply please email details, including a CV, 

The Community Bureau
Are seeking a Project Manager (37.5 hours per week 

Argyll and Bute.  Posts will be located in Helensburgh or 
Dunoon, Oban and Mid Argyll but work across the area. 

Support (SDS) agenda.

telephone 01631-564839.

The Community Bureau is a social enterprise company SC487905

KAMES FISH FARMING LIMITED
require 

Marine Husbandry Personnel
Expanding production of halibut and trout at our 
Loch Melfort sites has created an opportunity for an 
enthusiastic, reliable and hardworking person to join 
our team.

Duties include fi sh welfare, sampling, grading, 
treating, moving and harvesting fi sh, and other 
general fi sh farm tasks.

Relevant experience and operational qualifi cations 
preferred but training can be given. The successful ap-
plicant will be practical, be able to work within a small 
team and work fl exibly to meet the needs of the job. 

Applicants should also have a full clean driving 
licence, HGV licence desirable.

Salary range £18,000 - £24,000, dependent on skills 
and experience. Future opportunity for career 

development for the right applicant.

Please send, by the closing date 29 May 2015, 

your CV with qualifi cations and accompanying 

letter to:-

Kames Fish Farming Limited

Kilmelford, Oban PA34 4XA

fi sh@kames.co.uk

at our Ardrishaig Depot.

face to face and on the telephone in a polite and 
professional manner.  
The successful candidate should be computer literate 

Fay Harris, Mellex Group 
  

experience.  

HR & Training Assistant
Ardrishaig
Salary £17,097 - £18,889
35 hours per week
Interviews will be held in Ardrishaig 
on 8th June 2015

Customer Services Assistant
Oban
Salary £8549 - £9445 pro rata                    
17.5 hours per week
(Wed PM, Thurs & Fri)
Interviews will be held in June
Closing Date for both posts:
12 noon on Friday 29th May 2015
For further details and to apply visit our 
website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment 
If you are unable to access the website 
contact the Recruitment Team:
Tel 01546 605917 or email 
recruitment@acha.co.uk

MARINE OPERATIVE 
Ref: Stronachullin MO/05/15

Salary – Dependant on experience

We are seeking a Marine Operative within our site at Strondior Bay/
Stronachullin. Candidates will be enthusiastic, self-motivated and be 
able to demonstrate prior experience in working within small, focused 
teams. Day to day duties will include fi sh welfare, sampling, grading and 
moving of the fi sh, site maintenance, net changing and boat handling. 
Previous aquaculture experience is desirable for this post; the company 
can off er further development and training opportunities through in-
house training and also by external training providers. Preference will 
also be given to those candidates who can off er transferable, related 
skills and qualifi cations. 
In return, the Company off ers a comprehensive pay and benefi ts pack-
age including entry into the Company pension scheme. A full, clean 
driving licence is also essential. 

For an application form and job description, please contact:
Angela Gibson HR Officer, 

The Scottish Salmon Company, Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, 
Argyll, PA26 8BH.  Tel. No. 01499 600 430

Email: angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com Closing date for 
applications: 5pm Friday 15th May 2015

Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

CLEANER REQUIRED 
Responsible cleaner 

required to look after 
2 holiday properties 10 

miles from Oban, cleaning 
between guests.

The work may involve 
some interface with 

guests,  so a pleasant 
manner is essential. 

The applicant must clean 
to a high standard, be 
reliable and be able to 

work without supervision. 
References will be 

required, as honesty and 
integrity are paramount. 

Please contact: 
Day T: 01638 560343, 

Eve T: 01354 610435,

Mobile: 07979 644668.

Rental Matters: 

How to be a 

great tenant
WITH increasing 
demand in the rented 
sector and only a trickle 
of rented properties 
available in the Argyll 
area, competition for 
rental properties is 
fierce. How can you 
give yourself the best 
chance of finding and 
keeping a great rental 
property? Here are a 
few useful tips for ways 
you can be a great ten-
ant and enjoy a trouble 
free tenancy…..

1. Read your lease
Read your lease cover to 
cover before you sign it. 
At West we email this to 
you in advance of your 
tenancy start date to 
give you plenty of time 
to read it over and ask 
any questions. If you 
know you have any spe-
cial requirements, such 
as a pet, requirement 
for a gardener to care 
for the garden or family 
member who visits reg-
ularly, tell the landlord 
or agent about it ahead 
of time. The terms of 
these arrangements 
can be agreed and 
clauses incorporated 

into the lease before 
signing. It’s best to 
agree all arrangements 
beforehand, so every-
one is clear on their 
responsibilities. Also 
make sure you get a 
copy of the lease for 
yourself as soon as you 
sign and keep it in a 
safe place. 

2. Rent
Nothing makes a 
landlord happier than 
a tenant who pays rent 
on time. Make sure you 
set up your standing 
order at the start of the 
tenancy and check the 
payments each month. 
You might even score 
a few brownie points 
if you pay a few days 
early. We understand 
no-one is immune from 
financial hardship, so 
if you think your rent 
will be late, we always 
appreciate tenants let-
ting us know as soon as 
possible. Your landlord 
will definitely be more 
understanding if you’re 
up front about it.

3. Maintenance
Taking good care of 
your rental property 
will ensure you get your 
deposit back quickly 
when you move out. 
While normal wear 

and tear is allowable, it 
does not cover damage, 
cleaning or major di-
lapidation and you will 
be liable for any costs 
incurred rectifying 
these issues. Negotiat-
ing these deductions 
will delay the return of 
your deposit at the end 
of the tenancy. During 
the tenancy, if you 
notice anything is not 
working as it should, let 
your landlord or agent 
know as soon as you 
can so they can have 
it repaired. Good com-
munication is key to 
good landlord/tenant 
relationships. 

4. Neighbours
When you move in, 
introduce yourself to 
the neighbours. ‘Put-
ting a face to a name’ 
has many benefits, 
they know you and will 
feel more comfortable 
speaking to you if there 
are any minor issues. 
Despite your best 
efforts to be quiet, you 
may upset your neigh-
bors from time to time. 
Speak to them and 
apologise if necessary. 
In our experience, small 
issues and niggles can 
become a much bigger 
deal by the time they 

get escalated to the 
landlord or agent.

5. Don’t break the 
rules
Most tenants think 
of breaking a lease in 
terms of the big things: 
not paying rent, leaving 
the tenancy early or 
subletting without 
permission. However, 
some tenants forget 
the less obvious 
lease clauses, such as 
ensuring adequate 
ventilation, maintaining 
the garden or keeping 
the stairwell clean and 
clear of belongings. 
The better you stick to 
the terms of your lease, 
the better your tenancy 
will proceed. As always, 
if you are unsure of any 
terms, check with your 
landlord or agent.

Great tenants have 
great references. With 
demand continuing to 
outstrip supply in Argyll, 
we consistently have 
multiple applicants for 
our rental properties. 
Hence, a great landlord 
reference can make all 
the difference in se-
curing your next rental 
property. 

Tenants - Looking for a 
property to let? Regis-
ter via our website for 

instant email updates 
and be the first to view 
any of our new listings!

Landlords - We have 
tenants waiting and 
urgently require rental 
properties in the Oban 
area. If you are thinking 
of renting your proper-
ty please call a member 
of our Lettings Team 
today to arrange a FREE 
rental appraisal today.

West Property Sales 
& Lettings – 
www.west-property.co.uk   
01631 569 466.

ADVERTORIAL

West Coast Find your next 
property at 

westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALES        PROPERTY REVIEWS         PROPERTY NEWS     LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

Plumbing and Electrics

in nearby Ballachulish including a hotel, 
9-hole golf course, garden centre and café.  

banks and a range of local 
stores in Fort William, 10 
miles to the West.
The property, for sale as a 
whole, Comprises: 

ex-deer larder, fuel and chemical 

Building Plot- with planning permission in principle 
for a 3 bedroom dwelling house. 

FOR SALE

14’ fi breglass dinghy

£1275

Tel: 01631 720414 / Mob: 07775 501658

4’ fi breglass dinghy 

with 6hp Yamaha 2 

stroke engine and 

road trailer. All in 

good condition. 

Orkney Orkadian 20.

£12,000 o.n.o.

Contact Sam on 07747601900 
or email sam.j.jones@btinternet.com

Two berths (v berth can be 

converted to double), sea toilet, 

gas cooker, Garmin 520 GPS 

plotter, 25 HP Yamaha outboard. 

Currently lying in Tobermory 

boat park. 

Orkney Spinner with trailer 16 foot

£1500

Telephone: 01631 770647
Mobile: 07786 684891

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

SAILING TIMES 
ONLY £31



20 RECRUITMENT Thursday 14 May, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Part time receptionist cleaner 
To cover reception and cleaning duties. 

To be customer focused and welcoming towards 
marina users and staff.

A working knowledge of software packages such 
as Microsoft Word, Outlook and Excel would be 

an advantage, but training will be given. 

To complete other administrative and cleaning 
tasks as necessary. 

Minimum wage applies. 

To apply please email details, including a CV, to 
Neil Price at  works@obanmarina.com 

Hotel Duty Manager – Salary Negotiable
The Airds Hotel is currently looking for a Duty Manager or Trainee 

Duty Manager, to help supervise the day to day running of our 4 AA 
red star hotel with 32 cover, 3 rosette restaurant. Reporting to the 
General Manager, this is a hands-on roll which offers an excellent 

opportunity for someone looking to either start or progress in hotel 
management. Full training will be provided.

Competitive salary with subsidised accommodation available.

Covering letter and CV should be sent to Mr G Steven, or by email 
to gm@airds-hotel.com, or contact us on 01631 730236

Apprentice Commis Chef – Salary Negotiable
We are also looking for an Apprentice Commis Chef to be part of 

our kitchen brigade. Salary negotiable depending upon experience.
Full training and support with SVQ’s will be available.

Please contact Chris Stanley, Head Chef on 01631 730 114

PORT APPIN, ARGYLL

SUPPORT MANAGER VACANCY IN OBAN
Starting Salary £25,427 per annum

Affinity Trust is a registered UK and Scottish charity that supports individuals 
with a variety of needs to lead independent, dynamic and fulfilling lives. 
Within Argyll & Bute we currently support a range of people with learning 
disabilities and/or mental health support needs as well as many other 
individuals with additional support needs.

Due to continued growth and development we are currently seeking to 
recruit a highly motivated Support Manager to be based in Oban. There 
will be travelling required for this role and applicants must hold a full UK 
driving licence.

Affinity Trust is dedicated to offering support for individuals in their 
own homes, providing a safe secure environment whilst maximising 
opportunities within the community.

You will be responsible for managing and motivating team members to 
deliver quality and values driven services in accordance with legislation, 
regulatory standards and contractual requirements. You will also be 
responsible for ensuring that the needs and aspirations of the people we 
support are being met and that this can be evidenced.

The successful applicants will be registered with SSSC or be willing to meet 
the requirements for SSSC registration as a manager. Some management 
experience in supported living services or experience in managing support 
for individuals with support needs is desirable.

SUPPORT WORKER VACANCIES
IN OBAN & LOCHGILPHEAD

FULL TIME, PART TIME AND BANK STAFF REQUIRED IN OBAN & 
LOCHGILPHEAD/MID ARGYLL.

BANK VACANCIES ALSO AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT ARGYLL & BUTE

Starting Salary £13,728 - £14,274 (Based on 37.5 hours)

Bank Staff £7.04 - £8.05 per Hour

Sleepover Rate - £30.90 per night

Affinity Trust support individuals with a variety of needs to lead independent, 
dynamic and fulfilling lives. 

We are seeking motivated individuals with common sense and excellent 
values to join our staff teams in Oban and Lochgilphead. Full training will 
be given and you will be supported by an experienced manager.   

For an application pack, or to find out more about what we do, contact us 
on 01631 571311 or adminoban@affinitytrust.org.

All appointments will be subject to a PVG enhanced disclosure check.

Affinity Trust are an equal opportunities employer.

Closing Date: 5th June 2015

Vacancy in Argyll Homes for All for Board Members
We are looking for voluntary Independent members who can sit on our Board to 
help to lead our organisation in off ering high quality services to customers and 
help us to enhance the Argyll & Bute communities where we work.

The successful candidate would ideally have knowledge and experience in 

one of the undernoted disciplines:

Financial management/ Insurance Building sector

Housing sector Governance or Legal compliance

Human Resources General business

Performance management Customer services

Argyll Homes for All (AHFA) are a subsidiary business of Argyll Community 
Housing Association and were established to extend the way the Association 
manages the day to day responsive repairs service and to continually improve 
the delivery of emergency and routine repairs, whilst adapting to the signifi cant 
economic, political and policy changes which aff ects the housing sector in 
Scotland today.  We are committed to addressing the challenges by working 
with partners and the community to fi nd solutions by adopting good practice, 
improved performance and effi  ciency.

What commitment will you require?

What can we off er you in return?

If you are interested in obtaining an application pack, please contact Lesley 
Lindsay, PA to the Board of Management, Argyll Community housing Association 

lesley.lindsay@acha.co.uk   or visit the Association’s website at www.acha.co.uk 

29th MAY 2015

AHFA/ACHA welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus 
+ Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays
If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination 
and ambition, we can offer you an exciting 
and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent publishers.
You would be part of a small, highly motivated 
team selling advertising and features for our 
well established, award winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and 
existing clients to generate and maintain 
lasting business relationships and benefit 
from on-going training, first class support, 
job stability and the opportunity to work 
for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort. A full driving 
licence is essential.
Apply with C.V. and covering letter to
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Special 
publication 
sales

CAMPBELTOWN AREA
RELIEF FOR 
PERMANENT 

CARER
Sat/Sun 

9.00am - 12.30pm
3 x Weekly 

5.00pm - 6.00pm
£15 per hour

Tel: 01583 421317 
after 7.30pm

EXPERIENCED 360 MACHINE OPERATORS 
AND TRACTOR DRIVERS REQUIRED 
to work within the forest environment, 
candidates should preferably have an 
agricultural/farming background. Candidates 
must be enthusiastic, reliable and be able 
to work to a good standard. Full training to 

candidates.

Tel: 07850 852845 / 07818 066976 
after 6.30pm

Administrator Wanted
Ballet West is looking for an enthusiastic and 
experienced full-time Administrator. This is a 
demanding role requiring a professional and 

highly organised individual. A warm and friendly 
manner is vital and experience in secondary or 
higher education would be advantageous. You 
must have experience in a similar office role, 
the ability to work to deadlines and deal with 

constantly changing demands. Driver essential.
Please send a CV and covering letter to 

balletwest@btconnect.com or call the office on 
01866 822641 for a job description.

Closing date 22 May.

Metal Stud Partitioners/
Ceiling Fixers 

Must have experience in 
metal stud partitions, dry lining 

or suspended ceilings.
Project in Fort William. 
CSCS card required. 

Pasma card advantageous.
Phone: F. Brown 01786 479072

Housekeeping/
waiting staff

required

8am - 1pm   
6 days/week

Contact Iona at 
Glenrigh Guest 

House

01631 562991
or email 

info@obanhotels.com

Accounts & Administrative Person
We are looking for an enthusiastic and customer oriented 
person with experience of accounts and administration, to 

join our busy office in Oban.
The role will be varied and involve routine accounts 
processing, telephone and reception duties and basic 

administration, as well as other ad hoc administrative tasks 
as required.

This is a temporary post which may become full time.
We offer a competitive salary and the opportunity 

to develop and participate in the expansion of a long 
established and well respected local business

To apply please send a full up to date CV together 
with current salary details to Christopher Jay, Financial 

Controller, using the address details below
Christopher Jay, Argyll Resources, Torran Gorm, Industrial 

Estate, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4PL
Tel: 01631 566370 or

Email: christopher@argyllresources.co.uk

Independent Timber Crane Operator.
A&F Grant Ltd are seeking a suitably qualified 
and experienced Independent Timber Crane 
Operator.  The hours of work are 40 per week, 
Monday to Friday, with additional overtime 
available.  The successful applicant will be 
required to load and unload round timber on to 
flat and skeletal trailers.
Applicants should hold full CPC, Digi Tacho Card 
and Full HGV Class 1 licence.  First Aid certificate, 
and any other relevant vocational qualifications 
are desirable.  Additionally applicants must 
be able to demonstrate a sound knowledge 
and understanding of crane mechanisms 
and equipment, have good interpersonal and 
communication skills, a proven track record 
of punctuality and attendance and an ability to 
work with limited supervision.
Excellent salary available to the successful 
candidate. 
If you are seeking a change and would like to join 
the team at A&F Grant Ltd – email Natasha@
afgrant.co.uk for further information.

Part Time 
Work 

Available on 
Creel Boat
TRAINING 
PROVIDED

Tel 07887 885559

west coast recruitment

Cleaners 
Required in 

Oban for 
3 Premises

Premises 1: 

Premises 2: 

Continual Rota Basis

Premises 3: 

Monday, Wednesday & 
Friday

Contact: 01397 700457

Fusion Marine Ltd is well established as one 
of the leading manufacturers of high quality 
equipment for marine and freshwater environ-

farming industries. The company is expanding 
sales in new markets and we have the following 
vacancies.

the Marine Resource Centre, Barcaldine.   
The candidate must be highly computer literate with a sound knowledge 
of the SAGE accounting system, well organised and have excellent com-
munication skills.
Please contact us for a full list of duties.

Salary is dependent on experience.
Hours of work: Mon – Fri 8.30am to 5.00pm

Please apply by sending a covering letter and enclose a current C.V.
All applications to 

Mrs E Divers
Fusion Marine Ltd. The M.R.C., Barcaldine PA37 1SE

Or email:edivers@fusionmarine.com 
Closing date: Friday 15th May 2015

Your advert.

Every Scottish weekly.

A bigger Scottish 
audience than Britain’s 
Got Talent*. 0131 555 7407

local-scotland@mediaforce.co.uk

Cover It All is an amalgamation of CN Media Group, DC Thomson, Dumfriesshire Newspapers, E&R Inglis, 
Johnston Press, Orkney Media Group, Romanes Media Group, Scottish Provincial Press, Trinity Mirror Regionals, 
Wigtown Free Press and Wyvex Media, reaching over 1.6 million readers*.
This package can only be purchased through Mediaforce. *Source: GB TGI 2013 Q4, Jicreg October 2013

Cover it all.

One call.
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NOTICE OF DECISION
SCOTTISHPOWER RENEWABLES (UK) 

LIMITED
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 (AS AMENDED)

THE ELECTRICITY WORKS 
(ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2000 
(AS AMENDED)

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED)

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT ASSESSMENT) REGULATIONS 2007 
(AS AMENDED)

Further to the notice of an application for con-
sent to construct and operate a tidal generation 
station in the Sound of Islay, the Sound of Islay 
Demonstration Tidal Array (central grid reference 
143683E, 667551N), with a maximum generating 
capacity of up to 10 MW, comprising of up to 10 
tidal turbines.

Notice is hereby given that the Scottish Ministers 
have granted ScottishPower Renewables (UK) 
Limited:

1. consent under section 36 of the Electricity Act 
1989; 

2. a direction under section 57(2) of the Town 
and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as 
amended) that planning permission for the an-
cillary onshore development be deemed to be 
granted; and

3. a marine licence under Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010.

to deposit, construct and operate the Sound of 
Islay Demonstration Tidal Array.

Copies of the section 36 consent and section 
57(2) direction decision letter with conditions, 
the EIA consent decision and the marine licence 
can be obtained from:

The Scottish Government, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 

375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB

Or by email to ms.marinelicensing@scotland.
gsi.gov.uk

Or on the Marine Scotland Licensing Operations 
Team website:

ht tp://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/
Licensing/marine/scoping/SoundofIslay

Copies of the decision letter with conditions, the 
EIA consent decision and marine licence have 
been made available to Argyll and Bute Council 
to be made available for public inspection dur-
ing normal office hours by being placed on the 
planning register.

public notices

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010

THE MARINE LICENSING (PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION) 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013

Notice is hereby given that Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd plans to hold a 
pre-application consultation event regarding a proposed licensable marine 
activity at Maclean’s Nose Fish Farm, Kilchoan. 

The activity consists of the installation of a shorebase pontoon of 120m in 
length.

Further information, concerning the proposed works, can be obtained from 
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd. Contact 01397 715071.

The pre-application consultation event will be held from 14.00 to 15.00 on 
25/6/15 at:

Kilchoan Community Centre,
Pier Road,
Kilchoan,
Acharacle.
PH36 4LJ

Persons wishing to provide comments on the proposed pontoon can do so 
by writing to the prospective applicant at Marine Harvest: (Stob Ban House, 
Glen Nevis Business Park, Fort William)  or david.biggin@marineharvest.
com not later than 2/7/15. 

Comments should be dated and should clearly state the name (in block 
capitals) and full return email or postal address of those making comment. 
Comments made to the prospective applicant are not representations to the 
Scottish Ministers. If Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd submits an application 
for a marine licence to Scottish Ministers, an opportunity will be given for 
representations to be made to the Scottish Ministers on the application.

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
CAOL AND LOCHYSIDE FLOOD PROTECTION

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 25th May
Kilmallie Free Church, Glenpane Street, Caol

Drop in between 
2p.m. to 4p.m. or 6p.m. to 8p.m.

Caol and Lochyside.

to discuss the plans and answer your questions.
Please come along and tell us what you want for your community.
The Highland Council, Project Design Unit, Drummuie, Golspie, Sutherland, 
KW10 6TA

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
C & J Shellfish Ltd  of  Unit 3, Tarbert 
Industrial Estate, Tarbert PA29 6TX is 
applying for a licence to use Unit 3, Tarbert 
Industrial Estate, Tarbert PA29 6TX  as 
operating centre for 7 goods vehicles and 
5 trailers.
Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, 
Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, 
within 21 days of this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send a copy of 
their representations to the applicant at 
the address given at the top of this notice. 
A Guide to Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic Commissioner’s 
office.

Updated Registration of 
a Croft

Mrs Elizabeth Connolly 
has registered her croft, 2 
South Cuil, Duror of Appin 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland. 

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 5 February 
2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is A0933.

First Registration 
of a Croft

The Honourable Donald 
Alexander Euan Howard 
has registered the croft 
at Upper Kilchattan, 
Colonsay.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 30 January 
2016.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home.  The croft 
registration number is 
C956.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

APPLICATIONS

Mr Oversby, Ms T Jordan, 
Mr J Overnell, Mrs D 
Overnell & Mr D Mudie
The Croft, Kilmore, Kilmore 
& Kilbride
0.418 ha - Existing house site 
4.86.56837

Mr B D Smith & Mrs M H 
Smith
1a Hynish (West), Tiree
0.222 ha - Existing house 
site, builders yard and 
ancillary buildings 
4.86.56801

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the land, within 
28 days of the date of this 
newspaper.
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW 
or info@crofting.scotland.
gov.uk

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

Mr P A Yielder
Part 26/27 Auchnahard, 
Kilfinichen & Kilvickeon
0.182 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
4.86.54950
Conditions: 1, 2, 3(b), 4 & 8

Mr J G Porter
4 Port Ellen, Kildalton & Oa
0.5102 ha – Site for a 
housing development 
4.86.54236
Conditions: 3(b), 4, 

Mr N MacCallum
17 Balevullin, Tiree
0.121 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house
4.86.53629 
Conditions: 2, 3(b), 4, 8

Mr N MacCallum
17 Balevullin, Tiree
0.058 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house
4.86.53631 
Conditions: 2, 3(b), 4, 8

Conditions

(1) Acquisition of area 
within 5 years of the date 
of direction and notification 
made to Commission within 
3 months of acquisition.
(2) To provide a site for a 
dwellinghouse 
(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:
 (b) the proposed 
development completion
 (4) That fence shall 
be maintained in good 
order and repair by each 
successive owner or 
occupier of the land.
(8)  The Direction will expire 
3 months from the date 
of the Direction unless an 
application for registration of 
the making of the Direction 
is submitted before the 
expiry of that period.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date of 
this advert.

CROFTING COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

PUBLIC HEARING 

A Public Hearing will be held 
by the Crofting Commission 
into the
application by Hamish 
Morrison to decroft the 
whole of the croft at 
Strachurbeg, Strachur.

The Hearing will take place 
in the Strachur Memorial 
Hall on Wednesday, 3 June 
2015 at 2pm and anyone 
interested may attend.  A 
statement of the facts and 
relevant issues may be 
obtained by writing to the 
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW by 27 May 
2015 quoting the reference 
number:   4.11.57067

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined between the hours of  9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, 
FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk 
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

15/01085/FUL

15/01294/PIP

15/01507/PIP

15/01613/FUL

15/01621/FUL

15/01622/FUL

15/01641/FUL

15/01644/PIP

15/01645/PIP

15/01699/FUL

15/01718/FUL

15/01744/PIP

15/01746/PIP

Development Address

Land to West of Innisfree,
Glenfinnan

Land 60m to North West of
Benlochy Cottage, 
76 Camaghael,
Fort William

60m North of Keepers 
Cottage, Inverlair, Tulloch, 
Roy Bridge

Tweedale Buildings, 
High Street,
Fort William

Cruachan Hotel, 
Achintore Road,
Fort William

Land 20m West of Glen 
Cottage,
Lower Inverroy, Roy Bridge

The Croft, 9 Muirshearlich,
Banavie, Fort William

Land 25m North West of 
Rigsden,
Achnabobane, Spean Bridge

Site Adjacent to Banada,
4 Upper Inverroy, Roy Bridge

Garadh Buidhe, Spean 
Bridge

Development site in grounds 
of Auchendarroch, Duror

Site 80m North West of 
Birch Grove, Spean Bridge

Site 45m North West of 
Birch Grove, Spean Bridge

Proposal Description

Erection of house (renewal of 
07/00075/FULLO and 12/00679/FUL)

Erection of house with garage and 
letting unit

Erection of house and integral holiday 
letting annexe

Conversion of offices to form 22 no. 
flats

Demolish existing extension and 
erection of 16 bedroom extension

Erection of dwelling house and 
garage

Demolition of cottage and removal 
of existing septic tank; erection of 
house and installation of septic tank

Erection of house and extension of 
private access track

Erection of house

Erection of a self catering cottage

Erection of 3 houses (Renewal of 
12/00764/FUL)

Erection of House (Plot 2) renewal of 
permission 12/00780/PIP

Erection of house

CHARLES AND BARBARA TYRE TRUST  
Each Year the Trust may Provide Grants that assist applicants 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008

Notice of Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) 
to be published in a local newspaper under regulation 7(2)

Link Group Ltd, the prospective applicant, hereby gives notice of a 
Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) to be undertaken in advance of the 
submission of a planning application to Argyll and Bute Council for a 
prospective mixed-use development comprising residential, commercial, 
leisure and associated facilities and infrastructure at land to the North of 
A85 between existing settlements of Dunbeg and Ganavan.

Further information in respect of the prospective development may 
be obtained by contacting: Link Group Ltd, Watling House, Callendar 
Business Park, Falkirk, FK1 1XR. Telephone: 01324 417 160. Email: 
developmentgroup@linkgroup.org.uk.

A public event which will include a presentation of the prospective 
development and opportunity or public discussion with the prospective 
applicant is to be held at Caledonia Hotel, Station Square, Oban PA34 5RT 
on 21.05.15 between the hours of 11:30 and 15:00. An additional event will 
be held at Dunbeg Primary School, Etive Road, Dunbeg, Oban PA37 1QF 
on 21.05.15 between the hours of 17:00 and 19:30.

Any persons wishing to submit comments should submit these to the 
prospective applicant at Link Group Ltd before 11.06.15.

Persons submitting comments in response to Pre-Application Consultation 
(PAC) are advised that comments submitted to the prospective applicant 
at this time are not representations to the planning authority; in the event 
that prospective applicant submits a formal application for planning 
permission then there would be an opportunity to submit representations 
to Argyll and Bute Council as the planning authority at that time.

NATIONAL FOREST LAND SCHEME
Forestry Commission Scotland wishes to notify Community 
and Environmental groups that it is proposing sale of the 
following property :

Type of Property: Surplus Land
Name: House Plot at Inverinan
Area: Approx. 0.16 ha.
Grid ref.: NM 999 177
Location: Inverinan, Argyll

Enquiries to Forestry Commission Scotland at – 
ronnie.lee@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Full details are being sent to the relevant Community 
Council and Non Government Organisations.

www.forestry.gov.uk

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 

Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will 

open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. 

Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/00076/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Laggan Croft Port Ramsay Isle 
of Lismore Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 5UN 

Sub Post Office 
Lismore

15/00820/PP Erection of 50 metre high wind monitoring 
mast for a temporary period of 18 months

Land North of Achalic Farm Lerags 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4SE 

Oban Area Office

15/00865/PP Erection of agricultural shed Land Opposite Calgary Bay Car Park 
Calgary Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute 
PA75 6QD 

Sub Post Office 
Dervaig

15/00890/PP Demolition of ruin and erection of bothy, 
Installation of septic tank and formation of 
new vehicular access.

Ruin At Mishnish Lochs Dervaig 
Road Glengorm Isle of Mull Argyll 
and Bute 

Tobermory Area 
Office

15/01048/PP Demolition of ruinous farmhouse and 
outbuilding, erection of 2 dwellinghouses, 
installation of septic tank and formation 
of vehicular access

Glenure Farmhouse Fasnacloich 
Appin Argyll and Bute PA38 4BJ 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

15/01052/PP Erection of 10 dwellinghouses Land to Rear of Dunavon Connel 
Oban Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Connel

15/01071/PP Alterations and extension to existing steading 
to form dwellinghouse and installation of 
septic tank

Braefoot Steading Balvicar Isle 
of Seil Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 4RA 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

15/01142/PP Change of use of 2 no. former modular 
classroom huts to offices and installation 
of accessible toilets and entrance ramps

Former Rockfield Primary School 
Hill Street Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 5NA

Oban Area Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday to 

Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times 

or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications 

should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/01167/PP Erection of dwellinghouse (retrospective) - 
amendment to planning permission 
10/00028/PP

Land North of Colnatarun Upper 
Kilchattan Isle of Colonsay Argyll 
and Bute 

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Colonsay

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 

https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 

Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (SKERRYVORE DECADE EVENT, OBAN) 
(TEMPORARY TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT) ORDER 2015

On Monday 11th May 2015, Argyll and Bute Council, in exercise of the powers conferred on them by section 62 of the Roads 

(Scotland) Act 1984, made the above named Order the effect of which will be that for a temporary period, for the purpose of 

facilitating the Skerryvore Decade Concert, no person shall:- 

1. Drive or cause to or permit to be driven any vehicle through the length of road indicated in schedule 1.

2. Cause or permit a vehicle to wait on any of the lengths of road indicated in schedule 2.

This restrictions imposed by this Order, which are desirable because of considerations of public safety and convenience during 

the event, will be in operation when indicated by signs at the times detailed in the Schedule below on the 30th of May 2015.

SCHEDULE 1 – PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC (Affected residents will receive passes for their vehicles)

Glencruitten Road Between Soroba Road and Mossfield Avenue 2330 hours to 2400 hours

Mossfield Avenue Between Glencruitten Road and Mossfield Drive 0001 hours to 2400 hours 

SCHEDULE 2 – NO WAITING AT ANY TIME/NO LOADING AT ANY TIME

Mossfield Avenue On both sides between Glencruitten Road and Mossfield Drive 0001 hours to 2400 hours

Mossfield Avenue On the north east side between Mossfield Drive and Glencruitten Drive 0001 hours to 2400 hours

Glencruitten Road On both sides between Soroba Road and the access road to the Golf Club 0001 hours to 2400 hours

Miller Road On the northwest side between Soroba Road and Quarry Road 0001 hours to 2400 hours

Quarry Road On the west side between Miller Road and Glencruitten Road 0001 hours to 2400 hours

Soroba Road On the east side between the Garage Entrance and Soroba Lane 0001 hours to 2400 hours

Alternative routes will be via adjacent streets and will be signed in an appropriate manner.

Vehicles parking in contravention of “The Argyll and Bute Council (Skerryvore Decade Event, Oban) (Temporary Traffic 

Management) Order 2015” may be subject to removal and will be impounded. The following charges will be payable prior to 

the impounded vehicle being released.

Penalty Charge Notice £60 (50% discount if paid within 14 days)

Vehicle Removal Charge £125 

Vehicle Storage Charge £25 per 24 hrs (commencing at Midnight on day after removal)

Vehicles Unclaimed after 7 days will be disposed of by whatever means the Council see fit. Any proceeds from the disposal 

will be used to offset the above charges.

The Order may be inspected at the Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory Lochgilphead.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae, LOCHGILPHEAD, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid



£

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online. Visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk and place your advert. Deadline for classifieds is 3pm on Tuesday each week.
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  MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

STOVES

MOBILITY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com
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OBAN BLINDS

WHISKY TRADING

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
EST. 1880 

Breadalbane Street, Oban

24 hour Family run business 
Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.

Telephone: 01631 562562
Email: info@munns-oban.co.uk

www.munns-oban.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS CHIMNEY SERVICES

PERSONAL NOTICES

TILING SPECIALIST

WEST COAST WALL & 
FLOOR TILING SPECIALIST
OVER 38 YEARS IN THE INDUSTRY/TRADE
Commercial and domestic contracting 
Kitchen/bathrooms
Terracotta & porcelain

Full bathroom renovations
email: tilerdave66@gmail.com
Tel: 01631 571147 Mob: 07879812603

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

SCAFFOLDING

BLINDS

PAINTING CONTRACTORS

MATHS TUTOR

Contact Sally on: 01631 705070 
www.facebook.com/ObanMathsTutor 

S1-S2 
 

Highers/Adv Highers 
Adult Refresher 
College/University stats 

Support classwork 
 

Job/interview prep. 
 

THE WATERMAN

Happy Birthday

PHOTOGRAPHYCONTRACTORS

COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Thirty Years’ experience in…
Fencing, from garden to security.

Dry stone walling and all types of masonry
Landscaping and groundworks.

Operated excavator plant hire. 1.5 ton to 15 ton
For a competitive quote contact Derek

07979 867870
e-mail: coecontractsltd408@btinternet.com

Happy 50th Birthday 
to my darling 
husband Pete
You grow more gorgeous 
with every year.

All my love, Clare  x

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

FOOTBALL MEMORABILIA 
Up to £1000 paid for each 
football memorabilia, football 
programmes, football books, 
badges, scarves, ties medals 
etc.  Telephone 0141 5717590 
Anytime for full details.
FRAMED ANTIQUE PRINTS 
of Oban and area, various 
sizes from,  £10 each Telephone 
01631 564578.
THE GREAT WORLD WAR A 
History - Volumes 1,2,3 & 4.  Ed-
itor - Frank A Mumby, Published 
by The Gresham Publishing Co.  
Covered Plates, Coloured Maps 
& Plans.  Reasonable condition,  
£10 each Telephone 01546 
602563.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
STROLLER PUSHCHAIR Phill 
& Teds VIBE stroller pushchair. 
Black. Excellent condition. 
Please email for details mazri-
mac@yahoo.co.uk,  £99. 
STROLLER PUSHCHAIR Phil 
& Teds Vibe, Black, Used, 
Excellent condition, Pushchair 
only, Double seat, cocoon, rain 
cover also available separate, 
please email mazrimac@yahoo.
co.uk,  £99.

 BICYCLES
CHILDS BIKE with stabilizers. 
Height to saddle 32cm, suit 
around 3 year old, Motocross 
style,  £20 Telephone 01880 
770219.
MENS MOUNTAIN BIKE as new, 
suit large person,  £60 Telephone 
01499 302310.

 BRIC-A-BRAC
THREE BOXES Bric-a-Brac, 
good for car boot, buyer to 
collect,  £75 Telephone 01852 
300096 Isle of Seil.

 BUILDING / DIY
HOT WATER Direct cylinder 
tank, with element(never used),  
£75 Telephone 01880 820860.
TABLE SAW and Bosch Router 
(Router in box, never used),  £99 
Telephone 01880 820860.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
CAR CD PLAYER Kenwood 
KDC- W701 car CD player, 200 
watts, good condition (Camp-
beltown),  £30 Telephone 07577 
222019.
CAR CD PLAYER Kenwood 
KDC 3024, 200 watts, good 
condition. (Campbeltown),  £20 
Telephone 07577 222019.
PAIR OF DRAPER 2 ton heavy 
duty ratchet type axle stands, un-
used bargain at,  £20 Telephone 
01631 564578.

 CARAVAN EQUIPMENT
DOREMA CARAVAN AWNING 
track 879cms, good condition to 

sheet carpet all pegs and straps 
instruction book.  Buyer collects,  
£99 Telephone 01852 300096 
Isle of Seil.

 CARS AND CAR PARTS 
UNDER £250

2 MATADOR CAR TYRES 
195/60 R15 as new, only done 
300 miles. Bargain at,  £30 the 
pair Telephone 01631 564578.

 CLOTHES, SHOES AND 
ACCESSORIES

3 PAIRS ladies, size 9, sandal 
type shoes. All new. Hotter £10, 

Telephone 01546 603071.
5 PIECE GREY SUIT 4-5 YEARS 
only worn once, immaculate con-
dition. grey trousers, waistcoat, 
jacket white long sleeved shirt 
grey and white tie (Oban),  £20 
Telephone 07951 025003.

BOYS GSTAR JEANS 5YEARS 
immaculate condition, bought 
from Turkey really smart, greyish 
in colour, says Gstar on back 
pocket suit 4-6 yrs (Oban),  £10 
Telephone 07951 025003.
GSTAR ZIP TOP/JACKET 5 
YEARS exc condition, zip up the 
front grey to. Goes really well 
with the jeans, says Gstar on 
front and the back from Turkey 
(Oban),  £10 Telephone 07951 
025003.
LACOSTE TSHIRT 5 YEARS 
polo shirt Tshirt, white grey and 

bought from Turkey immaculate 
condition (Oban),  £7.50 Tele-
phone 07951 025003.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

1 BEKO COOKER white with ce-
ramic hob, very good condition,  
£99 Telephone 01631 566896.
DUAL FUEL COOKER Belling, 
5 ring hob, with fan assisted 
and conventional ovens, plus full 
width storage drawer, w100cm, 
h90cm, d60cm,  £150 Telephone 
01967 421227².
GEORGE VACUUM  CARPET 
WASHER George Vacuum 
Carpet washer. In excellent con-
dition, with accessories. Please 
email mazrimac@yahoo.co.uk  
No offers,  £75 Telephone .

 DOMESTIC PETS
CAIRN TERRIER DOG PUP KC 
registered, ready now. Telephone 
07979 520124.
GORGEOUS SPRINGER 
SPANIEL PUPS black and 
white, pedigree, KC Registered, 
suitable for work or pets, ready 
now.  Telephone 01852 300213 
Isle of Seil².
YOUNG COLLIE BITCH 15 
months old, partially trained.  
Telephone 07825 038955².

 FIREARMS
BENELLI SUPER BLACK 
EAGLE CAMO 3 shot semi auto, 
3½ chamber, vgc, FAC required,  
£850 Telephone 07990 886646².
MIROKU OVER-UNDER 6000 
SPORT grade 11, FAC required,  
£800 Telephone 07990 886646².

 FURNITURE
2 GUEST MATTRESSES chair 
bed, brand new, still in plastic 
covers.  Never been used,  £30 
Telephone 01852 300096 Isle of 
Seil.
3 PIECE SUITE WITH STOR-
AGE  Footstool, 2 seater sofa, 
2 armchairs, footstool. Light 
coloured, velour type, fabric, 
wood trim. Buyer collects, Kin-
tyre,  £25 Telephone 01583 
421358.
4FT DRAWER DIVAN with mat-
tress, good condition,  £44.99 
Telephone 01631 565948.
6 FT X 3 FT PINE dining table,  
£24 Telephone 01631 564848 

6 OAK AND LEATHER Carver 
dining chairs,  £275 Telephone 
07836 796920.
BATHROOM STORAGE UNIT 
Argos Eclipse under sink storage 
unit. Assembled but unused. In 
store at £39.99,  £10 Telephone 
01631 7207680.
BLUE ELECTRIC recliner chair,  
£20 Telephone 01631 564848 

COTTAGE STYLE TWO SEAT 
Settee, olive green with red 
pattern,  £29 Telephone 01631 

DARK WOOD SUNROOM 
lounge suite of 2 seater, 2 
armchairs and pouffe, cream 
fabric removable covers,  £39 

Hours.
DOUBLE DROP LEAF dining 
table, good condition,  £25 
Telephone 01880 820860.

FAUX LEATHER SOFA AND 
CHAIR navy blue faux leather 
tub style 2 seater sofa and chair 
in very good condition,  £99 
Telephone 07899 915430.
GOOD CLEAN single bed,  £25 

Hours.
SINGLE DIVAN BED 1 single di-
van bed in good clean condition,  
£35 Telephone 07899 915430.
SMALL DOUBLE BED small 
double divan bed on legs. In 
good condition,  £35 Telephone 
07899 915430.
SMALL FOUR DRAWER teak 
effect chest of drawers,  £19 

Hours.
SOLID WOOD HEAD and foot 
boards, brand new, for 4ft bed,  
£40 Telephone 01631 358092.
TALL LIGHT COLOURED 
bookcase,  £5 Telephone 01631 

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
NEW MAGNETIC TREADMILL 
French design,  £75 Telephone 
07836 796920.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

ELECTRIC FIRE FOR LIVING 

working two heat settings.  Very 
little use, buyer to collect,  £50 
Telephone 01852 300096 Isle 
of Seil.
PORTABLE GAS FIRE little use, 
2 heat settings.  No gas bottle, 
can be seen working, buyer to 
collect,  £30 Telephone 01852 
300096 Isle of Seil.

 HOME ENTERTAINMENT

working order,  £60 Telephone 
07807 467054².
SKY PLUS BOX sky plus digibox 

old, excellent condition, (Camp-
beltown) price negotiable,  £60 
Telephone 07577 222019.
YOU VIEW BOX with usual on 
demand services, pause rewind 
record live TV, HDMI connection, 
price negotiable, (Campbeltown),  
£40 Telephone 07577 222019.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
GAS HOB brand new never used 
Belling 4 burner gas hob cost 
£ 105,  £50 Telephone 07423 
268406.

 HOME OFFICE
BT HOME HUB 4 BT home hub 
4, good condition(Campbeltown) 
price negotiable,  £25 Telephone 
07577 222019.
COMPUTER DESK plate glass 
top,  £25 Telephone 01880 
820860.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

3.6 LITRE PYREX CASSEROLE 
DISH brand new, cast iron, red. 
Great for on the hob or in the 
oven, or slow cooking costs 
over £55 online (Oban),  £25 
Telephone 07951 025003.

 LIVESTOCK
PULLETS Skye pure pullets 
black or brown. Telephone 01470 
572213.

 LOGS
12 TONNE LOG SPLITTER pet-
rol, used one season only,  £250 
Telephone 07836 796920.

 LOST AND FOUND
BRACELET silver with blue opal 
stones and T-bar fastening, lost 
between Campbeltown Grammar 
School, Ralston Road, Castlehill 
School to Main Street.  Senti-
mental value, reward if found.  
Telephone 07957 672753.

 MARINE UNDER £250
SEAGULL OUTBOARD 
SEAGULL S/S light weight.  Has 
a spark but not running, needs 
some attention, some spares 
with engine,  £30 Telephone 
07772 288497.

 MISCELLANEOUS
DOCUMENT CASE very nice 
brown document case. Real 
leather in mint condition. Never 
used,  £15 Telephone 01631 
720768.

parachute - green ripstop mate-
rial with reinforcing webbing. Not 
in working order but material in 
good condition,  £75 Telephone 
07900 247480.

 MOBILITY
RECLINER ARMCHAIR Free to 
take away light green recliner 
chair good working order. Uplift 
in Appin, call for details, FREE 
Telephone 01631 720369.
STROLLER, FOUR WHEEL 
WALKER walking aid with four 
wheels and seat and brakes. 
Good condition, up to 19 stone, 
adjustable height,  £40 Tele-
phone 01631 770698.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

ELECTRIC GUITAR Fender 
Squire electric guitar,  £60 Tele-
phone 07423268406.
ELEVATION ELECTRIC GUI-
TAR,  £40 Telephone 07423 
268406.
GUITAR AMPLIFIER Squire 

Telephone 07423 268406.
MARSHALL GUITAR AMPLIFI-
ER 100W Marshall electric guitar 

268406.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

securing strap and felt handgrip, 

Telephone 01586 554537.
SET OF 4 TYROLITE 4 7/8 
bowling balls in carrier case,  £49 

Hours.

 PET ACCESSORIES

complete with feed dishes and 
perches,  £20 Telephone 01880 
770219.
FISH TANK 60cm X 30cm X 
38cm, complete with hood and 

Bargain,  £45 Telephone 01880 
770219.

 TOYS AND GAMES
3 x HOTWHEELS TRACK SETS 
colour changing track, bubble 
making track and a wall attach-
ment track. All complete no cars 
though just the tracks (Oban),  
£15 Telephone 07951 025003.

5 x DRESS UP OUTFITS 
5-7YEARS Lightening Mcqueen, 
The Hulk, Ben 10, pirate 
costume and Superman all in 
excellent condition (Oban),  £20 
Telephone 07951 025003.
FROSTY DRINKS MAKER all 
new in the box. Makes slushy 
drinks by just crushing the ice, 
just add diluting juice. (Oban),  
£5 Telephone 07951 025003.
KIDDIZOOM CAMERA newest 
edition, brand new in box 
although box been opened, blue 
(Oban),  £30 Telephone 07951 
025003.
LARGE BEN10 FAN BUNDLE 
50+ITEM transforming car 
(new), watch with transforming 

£150 (Oban),  £40 Telephone 
07951 025003.

 WANTED
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP METAL 
we uplift scrap cars, copper, 
brass, lead etc.  Smaller quan-
tities considered. Telephone 
07435 589701.



Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 

NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 

ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,

Crannog Lane, Oban,

PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

Fax: 01631 568001

www.obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator

Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk

Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive

Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive

Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive

Danielle Martin
dmartin@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive

Stephanie Dunstaff nage
sdunstaff nage@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter

Louise Glen
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter

Steven Rae
srae@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter

Emma Crichton
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code 
of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the 
printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the 
error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement 
in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of 
a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series 
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West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

OBAN
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A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982
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Branch Offi  ces

 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Celebrating 
a new 

arrival?
Why not share 
your joy in our 
Birth notices?

Tel: 01631 
568000 

Thought for the week

Balla Blethers visits Oban Times 

Cadets row their way to 
fund annual training trip

Sponsored Cruachan 
climb for Christian Aid

BIRTHS

WOTHERSPOON – 
Kenny and Lorraine are 

delighted to announce the 
birth of their son Fraser 
Hugh on April 17, 2015.  

A brother for Millie, 
grandson for Margaret 
Wotherspoon and Iain 

and Cathy Fraser.  Many 
thanks to the Oban 

Midwives and Princess 
Royal Maternity, Glasgow.

DEATHS
CAVIN - Daniel, peacefully 
at home in Kinlochleven 
on May 11, aged 89 years. 
Beloved husband of Heather, 
father of Anne, father-in-law 
of Allan and grandfather of 
David Augusta, Hector and 
Lachlan. Also stepfather to 
Sharon, Claire, Michael and 
Jemma. Known and loved by 
many throughout Scotland 
and will be sadly missed by 
all. Funeral service to be 
held at Church of Scotland, 
Kinlochleven on Tuesday 
May 19 at 1pm, followed by 
interment at Kinlochmohr 
cemetery. Family flowers 
only, please. If desired 
donations accepted for the 
Church Guild.
CLARKE - George 
Anderson. Peacefully, on 
May 2, 2015 at Gormsheil 
Cottage, Torloisk, Isle of 
Mull, formerly of Blairlogie, 
Stirling, much loved by 
daughter Rhona and his four 
grandchildren and twelve 
great-grandchildren.  A 
secular funeral is to be held 
at Cardross Crematorium, 
Cardross, Dumbarton, 
Dunbartonshire G82 5HD, 
on May 15, 2015 at 2.15 
p.m.  No flowers by request, 
donations to Macmillan 
Cancer Support please.  For 
some it is a long journey – 
we will understand if you 
cannot make it.
MACCORQUODALE - 
Scott, aged 20, passed away 
peacefully with his mum and 
dad at his side in Lorn and 
Islands Hospital. Treasured 
son of Dougie and Jacqui, 
much loved grandson of 
Jimmy and Betty Turner, 
Airdrie and the late Jimmy 
and Nettie MacCorquodale, 
Appin. Dearly loved and 
sadly missed. Celebratory 
service at Appin Parish 
Church on Monday May 18, 
at 2pm. Family flowers only, 
please wear bright colours.
WHYTE - Peacefully on 
Sunday May 10, 2015, 
Jean Whyte, 7 Keil Crofts, 
Benderloch, passed away.  
Beloved mother of Maimie 
and Sheila, mother-in-law 
to Donald and Iain, devoted 
nana to Claire, Fiona, Kevin, 
John, Vinny and Catriona. 
Great nana to Mia Jodi, 
Scott and Ryan.  Funeral 
service to be held on Friday 
May 15, 2015 in St Modan’s 
Church, Benderloch at 1 pm.

MEMORIAMS
FERGUSON - Drew. Gone 
but never forgotten.
- Love Mum, Dad, Ashley 
and David.
GROUNDWATER - Loving 
memories of my dear wife 
Marie, who died May 12, 
2014. Miss you.
- Love John
A wonderful mum and 
granny, missed and 
remembered every day.
- Love Fiona and family
KENNEDY - In memory of 
a loving mother and granny 
May (Gillespie), died May 
18, 2008.  
Forever in our hearts, 
forever on our minds.
Love John, Catherine, John, 
Niall and Michael.
MACCOLL - In fond 
memory of my dear friend, 
Neilie, who died on May 13, 
2003.
Quietly today your memory 
I treasure
Missing you always, 
forgetting you never.
Love always.
- Margaret
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of a darling son 
and brother Johnnie, died 
May 12, 2014 and also a dear 
husband and father Calum, 
"Auch", died August 31st 
1997.
The call was sudden the 
shock severe
To lose a son and brother we 
loved so dear
As thoughts drift back as 
they often do 
We cherish the memories we 
have of you.
- Your loving mum, sister 
Marie and brother-in-law 
Calum, Killin and Roy 
Bridge.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of a dear nephew 
and cousin Johnnie, died 
May 12, 2014.
In our thoughts every day

Loved and remembered 
always.
- Annie, Marion and 
families, Lawers and Fersit.
MACDONALD - In 
loving memory of Marilyn 
MacDonald.
Forever in our hearts
- Billy, Morven, William and 
Andrea
MACINTYRE - In 
loving memory of Donald 
Archibald (D. A.), a dear 
husband, dad and seanair, 
who passed away on May 16, 
2005.
No longer in our lives to 
share
But in our hearts you are 
always there.
- Rachel and family.
MACISAAC - In loving 
memory of our dear mum, 
nanny and great-nanny 
Katie, who passed away on 
May 17, 2014.
Love and miss you always.
- Your loving family in 
Oban, Falkirk, Perth and 
Benbecula.
Also remembering loved 
ones gone before.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of a dear wife, mum 
and granny Morag, who died 
May 14, 2012. 
As time goes on without you, 
As days turn into years, 
They hold a million 
memories, 
And a thousand silent tears.  
No longer in our lives to 
share, 
But in our hearts you are 
always there.  
- Donald, Marie, Donna, 
Andy, Daniel and Laura, 
Lorna, Lee, Cameron 
and Connor (Tiree and 
Somerset).
MACLEOD – In loving 
memory of my dearest son 
Donald MacLeod who 
passed away May 9, 3 years 
ago.
A loving smile
A happy face
In our hearts a special place
We think of happy times we 
shared
And caring things you’d do
Today and everyday
Our thoughts turn back to 
you.
- Love (Mum Peigi), Cairin 
and Martin.
MORRISON – In loving 
memory of Mary our dear 
mum and granny who passed 
away May 17, 2004.
Forever in our hearts and 
minds.
- Love Teeny, Marie, Ross 
and Families.
MORRISON - In loving 
memory of a darling mum 
and granny Mary.
Forever in our thoughts at 
all times.
- Angus, Margaret and 
family xxxx
MORRISON – Mary. In 
loving memory of a mother, 
grandmother and great-
grandmother who passed 
away on May 17, 2004.
Forever loved, missed and 
remembered.
- Christina, Banny, Laura, 
Martin, Sinead and Lewis.
MORRISON – In loving 
memory of a dear mum and 
granny Mary, who died May 
17, 2004.
How I wish that I could say
I’ll go and see my mum today
To sit and talk with her 
awhile
To hear her voice and see 
her smile
Loved and remembered 
always.
- From Lorraine, Paul, Jill & 
Kyle.
MUNRO - In memory of Iain 
MacFarlane who tragically 
died on May 17, 2014.
One short year that's all it's 
been, but it feels an eternity,
when you were cruelly taken 
from us and our world 
turned dark and grey,
you are remembered every 
day, your smile , your laugh, 
your joke,
its touching the impression 
you made on very many folk,
A husband, a son, a brother, 
a father and a loving 
Grandpa,
Iain my dearest Iain, sleep 
tight and Oidhche Mhath.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Rhoda, Rhoda, David 
& Eilidh, Eilidh & Peter, 
Christine & Keith
SHAW - In loving memory 
of my mother Jessie, who 
died May 6, 2014.
Always in our thoughts
- Joan and Len
TURNER - In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Margaret who died May 18, 
2012.
The tears in my eyes I can 
wipe away
The ache in my heart will 
always stay.
- Her loving husband Kenny, 
daughters Kathleen and 
Tracey.
WATT - In loving memory 
of our mother Mary Watt 
(Maimie) who died May 12, 
1984.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- Catherine and family, 
Tobermory and Arthur, 
Sheena and family, 
Alexandria. 

TODAY is celebrated in the Christian churches as the Feast 
of the Ascension of Jesus to Heaven. 

At his cruel death on the Cross, He took it upon himself, 
for all time, all the failings of the world.

He conquered everything which separates us from God. 
By rising from His tomb, He triumphed  over death and 

the grave forever and, if we choose to take it, He gives us a 
pathway to God. 

After the Resurrection, His was a  new life, different from 
our earthly, mortal life.  

He was still a man but yet was so very different. 
As a man and the Son of God, He had conquered time 

and space.
He was seen by his friends on many occasions after his 

Resurrection.
For them, the mystery dawned that He whom they had 

loved and lost was with them (and us) now in every place, for 
every person for ever.

He made himself known in shared meals. He welcomed 
his weary fishermen friends on the shore. 

He conversed with them, was touched by them, prepared 
food for them, ate with them, cared for them and loved 
them.

But a parting had to take place. 
He himself  had said that it was time to go to be with His 

Father in a place where, in His humanity, He is able to speak 

on our behalf to the God who created each one of us.
But he promised to send His Spirit to be here on Earth for 

each one of us, our guide, adviser, comforter and friend in 
every aspect of our lives.

His friends were with Him and saw Him go up to the 
presence of God. 

When they were gazing up into the sky to catch a final 
glimpse of Jesus, two messengers of God told them that 
Jesus will return. 

This means that we who are alive are now living in the time 
between the Ascension and Jesus’ return. 

The Kingdom of God has come down but it is not yet here, 
full and complete. 

As we wait for God’s Kingdom to come fully when Christ 
returns, we have been given the task of carrying on Christ’s 
ministry. 

When those disciples had seen Jesus ascend, they went 
back to Jerusalem where they worshipped God, full of joy. 

Today are we able to join in joy with them and with all who 
have gone before us? 

Can we give honour to our ascended Lord and King who 
has promised the  help and presence of His  Spirit as we live 
in this age before his Second Coming?  

Are we ready to discover the task His Spirit has given each 
one of us to do?

JMM

Rising above the travails of the world

A BALLACHULISH pri-
mary pupil got the surprise 
of his life when he found 
his birth announcement in 
the Oban Times newspaper 
when he and fellow P7s 
visited the company’s head-
quarters earlier this month.

Daniel Alexander Ma-
cLean, 12, joined his peers 
for a look through the old 
newspapers in the Oban 
Times vaults before making 
up a page of news with the 
Oban Times production 
department.

Daniel was surprised 
when he came across the 
announcement of his birth.

The group had travelled 
to Oban as part of a school 
project on producing news 
for their own community 
paper called ‘Balla Bleth-

ers’. Blethers newspaper is 
now selling in the Visitor 
Information Centre in 
Ballachulish for a small 
donation. The proceeds, 
children said, would be 
spent on a ‘knees up at the 
end of term.’ 

The pupils who took part in the school trip learn how to 
put together a news page for Balla Blethers. 16_t19balla2

Ballachullish pupils look at the annals of the Oban Times, 
while Daniel MacLean, centre, saw the announcement of 

his own birth. 16_t19balla6

FUNDRAISERS from Oban’s Sea Cadets saw them each 
row 10,000 metres towards a target of 90km.

The event in Fit4Less in the town saw the youngsters raise 
cash for a visit to a training ship in the summer.

Unit leader Ewan McCuish said: ‘We are looking to recruit 
adults to work with the cadets. They are a very active group 
and anyone who joins us would have great fun.’

Ewan can be contacted on 07795 161 126.

OBAN SEA CADET UNIT: into the swing of rowing a massive 90 km to raise cash for the groups annual training trip.

A FORMER Oban resident 
has celebrated Christian 
Aid Week by an ‘up and 
down’ climb of Ben Cru-
achan.

Lorna Cammock, who 
lived in the town when her 
father, who was the minis-
ter at the Congregational 
Church, went underground 
as her friends climbed the 
peak.

Lorna explained: ‘I have 
just returned from my spon-
sored climb of Ben Cru-

achan on Friday. This was in 
memory of my father's climb 
in the early 1930s.

‘We had a warm send-off 
at 8.30 am - then the waiting 
began. Estimation was seven 
to nine hours. 

‘While everyone else 
climbed, I was treated like a 
guest at the Cruachan Visi-
tor centre and made friends 
with the staff.

'Inside the mountain was 
an important feature of my 
undertaking and our guide 

gave us a fascinating half 
hour there. 

‘At last it was time to 
return to Cruachan Station 
to congratulate the intrepid 
climbers. 

‘I stayed the course till 
6.30 pm in time to board the 
bus for Glasgow. 

‘It is hoped that by Oc-
tober, when Schiehalion 
the seventieth mountain 
is climbed, the grand total 
raised for Christian Aid will 
be £70.000.’

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Golf News

Glencruitten

School rugby

Football

A RECORD number of schools 
are taking part in this year’s 
Cuach na Cloinne football 
competition.

The national tournament 
will feature 48 teams from 
29 schools in six regional 
competitions, with the top 
teams qualifying for the finals 
in Inverness.

Cuach na Cloinne gives 
young people from schools 
across Scotland who attend 
Gaelic medium education the 
chance to meet and compete 
against each other, combining 
their Gaelic linguistic and 
footballing skills in an inclusive 
and entertaining manner, with 
the entire competition held in 
Gaelic.

Coveted title 
Regional tournaments will be 

held in Oban, Skye, Lewis, Uist, 
Inverness, and Glasgow over the 
next 10 days, with the winners 
of the regional competitions 
meeting at Bught Park, 
Inverness to fight it out for the 
coveted title on May 27.

Donald MacNeill, chief 
executive of Ceannard 
of Comunn na Gàidhlig, 
the Gaelic development 
agency which organises 
the competition, said: ‘It is 
extremely encouraging to see so 
many youngsters from all parts 
of Scotland taking part in the 
competition.’ 

Gaelic 
tournament 
takes place 
this month

FootballHaldane United       1
Oban Saints 3
SAFL Premier Division

‘We dropped too many silly points
early on, but I’m sure the boys will
want to rectify that next season’

CHALLENGE: Haldane Central defender Robert McKenzie and Saints’ striker Allan MacKay challenge for 
the ball during last Saturday’s premier division match at Inler Park, Balloch. The Oban side won an

entertaining encounter 3-1 Photo and match report by Derek Black

Saints turn 
on the style to 
beat Haldane

OBAN Saints warmed up for 
their Scottish Amateur Football 
League Jimmy Marshall Trophy 
semi-final with a hard-fought 
win over Haldane United at a 
sunny Inler Park last Saturday 
afternoon.
 With all chance of retaining the 
premier division title now gone, 
Saints hopes of finishing the 
season with some silverware rest 
exclusively with the cup, therefore 
a good performance against Cen-
tral Scottish Amateur Football 
League bound Haldane ahead of 
Wednesday’s semi-final was more 
important than the result.
 Manager Iain Jackson can have 
no complaints on either front as 
the team produced a solid perfor-
mance to record its third victory 
of the season over the Balloch 
men.

Despite a strong start from 
Saints, it was Haldane who 
threatened first with a swift cor-
ner attack after three minutes. 
A deep cross from the left wing 
from Lee Hall found the head 
of towering centre forward Ross 
Davies whose header brought 
out the first save of the day from 
Saints keeper Thomas McCull-
och.

Scare
Saints survived a scare in 

the 12th minute when Thomas 
McCulloch slid out at the feet of 
Ross Davies and Saints skipper 
Marc MacCallum for what looked 
like a routine take on the edge of 
his penalty area. However, the 
big keeper somehow failed to 
connect and was indebted to Alex 

Craik who got back to clear the 
effort from Davies off the line.

In the 25th minute Myles 
McAuley and David McArthur 
combined well on the right giving 
David a shooting opportunity 
on the edge of the Haldane box. 
David’s shot was blocked on the 
six yard line but fell kindly for 
Donnie Campbell whose shot 
from 20 yards shaved the base of 
the keeper’s right hand post.

The Oban side fell behind two 
minutes later with Haldane, as 
they have done so often in the 
past, taking the aerial route to 
success. The combined efforts 
of Paul Kerr and Alex Craik pre-
vented Ross Davies from getting 
a clean header on another cross 
from the left but in the melee 
the big striker reacted quickest 
to poke the ball high into the top 
right hand corner of the net.

Saints were disappointed to 
concede so cheaply and imme-
diately carved out their best 
opportunity of the match so far. 
Donnie Campbell picked out 
Craig MacEwan who controlled 
well, beat his man and played 
a neat pass through to Lewis 
Cameron on the left hand side of 
the box. Lewis cut onto his right 
foot opening up the angle for him 
to curl a shot agonisingly wide of 
the keeper’s right hand post.

The D & K Lafferty sponsored 
Oban side were upping the  
pressure now and on 33 minutes 
Lewis Cameron chested down a 
Paul Kerr pass, turned and fired 
in a terrific 25-yard shot which 
the keeper could only parry to 
Craig MacEwan who looked set 
to score but for a last gasp inter-
ception sending the ball out for a 
throw-in.

With the clock ticking down 
towards the half time interval, 
Saints had their final chance of 
the half when Donnie Campbell 
picked out Craig MacEwan in the 
inside left channel whose curling 
right foot shot brought out a ter-
rific save from Brian Gallagher at 
his far post.

Saints were back on the attack 
right from the start of the second 
half and took just two minutes 
to get the equaliser. Paul Kerr 
and Lewis Cameron combined 
well on the left hand side of the 
Haldane box to pick out Craig 
MacEwan who curled a right foot 
shot beyond the despairing dive 
of the Haldane keeper to make 
the score 1-1.

Manager Iain Jackson made his 
first change in the 52nd minute 
withdrawing David McArthur 
and replacing him on the right 
wing with Ross Maitland.

Moments later Haldane winger 
Lee Hall cut in from the left and 
fired a spectacular swerving right 
foot shot from 30 yards crashing 
off the face of Saints cross bar 
with Thomas McCulloch firmly 
rooted to the spot.

Saints fans will remember Hall 
scoring with a terrific long-range 
shot against Saints in Oban in 
March. If anything this strike was 
better and deserved a goal.

Saints survived another scare 
in the 54th minute when Daniel 
McIlmun again out jumped the 
Saints defence to head inches 
over the crossbar.

In the 55th minute referee An-
drew Seymour finally tired of the 
treatment being dished out to the 

Saints attack - Lewis Cameron in 
particular - and booked Haldane 
central defender Robert McKen-
zie for persistent fouling. 

On the hour mark the referee 
was reaching for his pocket again 
when a typically rampaging run 
from Myles McAuley was halted 
by a cynical challenge by Haldane 
midfielder John Muir.

In the 66th minute Allan 
MacKay was given a rare sight 
of goal after good link-up play 
from Ross Maitland and Myles 
McAuley. But Allan’s shot across 
the face of goal was inches short 
of being tucked in by Craig Mac-
Ewan sliding in at the back post.

Manager Iain Jackson made his 
second change after 70 minutes 
introducing Dean Smith to 
replace Allan MacKay who had 
lead the line well against Hal-
dane’s giant central defenders.

Alex Craik was withdrawn 
from the action with 15 minutes 
remaining making way for 
Scott Maitland. In the reshuffle 
Paul Kerr dropped back to join 
skipper Marc MacCallum and 
Dougal Graham in defence with 
Scott slotting into midfield.

Thomas McCulloch, who 
appeared to grow in confidence 
as the match progressed, pulled 
off another fine save from a long 
range Haldane effort low down at 
his near post. Saints finally took 

the lead with 10 minutes remain-
ing. Scott Maitland made a great 
interception to win possession 30 
yards from the Haldane goal and 
fed the ball to Donnie Campbell 
on the edge of the box. Donnie 
wrong footed the Haldane de-
fence with a pin-point first time 
pass to Dean Smith who curled 
an excellent right foot finish past 
a helpless Brian Gallagher.

This was the cue for Saints final 
change with Martin Bonar com-
ing on to replace Craig MacEwan 
on the left wing. 

Haldane’s Lee Hall joined the 
list of names in the referee’s 
notebook for an extremely late 
high challenge on Paul Kerr in 
the centre circle which could 
easily have been considered a red 
card offence.

Tap-in
In time added on for stoppages, 

Saints killed the game stone dead 
when Scott Maitland collected 
the ball on the edge of his own 
box and set off on a powerful run 
upfield supported by Dean Smith 
and Lewis Cameron. 

With the Haldane defence 
struggling to get back, Scott 
slipped the ball to Dean on the 
18-yard line who picked out 
Lewis for a simple tap-in to make 
the score 3-1 and seal victory for 
Saints.

There was barely any time left 

and referee Seymour, who han-
dled proceedings well, brought 
the match to an end seconds after 
the re-start.

Saints now bid farewell to 
Haldane United against whom 
they have enjoyed some terrific 
matches in recent seasons and 
wish them all the best for their 
new adventure in the Central 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League. 

Manager Iain Jackson was 
delighted with the perfomance 
of his team. He said: ‘Haldane 
are a big powerful team and it 
was always going to be a close 
game, but some of the football 
we played was excellent and we 
fully deserved to pick up all three 
points. 

‘If we had played like we have 
done over in the last four or five 
games then I’m sure we could 
have retained our league title.

‘We dropped too many silly 
points early on, but I’m sure the 
boys will want to rectify that next 
season.’

Saints were due to take on St 
Joseph’s in the semi-final of the 
Jimmy Marshall Trophy at Mill-
burn Park, Alexandria, last night 
(Wednesday).

The Oban side plays its last 
away league game on Saturday 
against Alba Thistle at Seedhill 
Park, Paisley, with a 2pm kick-off.

WINNERS AND LOSERS: members of Tobermory and Taynuilt golf clubs relax in the Tobermory 
clubhouse after the inter-club match held last weekend. The islanders won convincingly by fi ve 

matches to nil to lift the inaugural cup

Tobermory lift the silverware

SCHOOLS VISIT: youngsters from Oban, MacLaren and Kelso high schools before their friendly rugby tournament on Sunday at 
Glencruitten 16_t20rugby01

PUPILS from Kelso high school in the 
borders travelled to Oban at the weekend for 
some friendly rugby action and a tour of the 
area.

Oban’s S1 and S2 rugby teams welcomed 
their friends with a dinner in Oban Lorn’s 
club house on Friday evening, followed by 
table tennis and rounders.

The Kelso youngsters travelled to Mull 
on Saturday, recording a 78-72 win over the 
islanders in a closely-fought game.

Triumphed  
On Sunday, Oban triumphed over Kelso by 

the odd try in seven at Glencruitten. 
MacLaren high school also travelled to 

the town for the day, with the home team 

securing a 24-18 win against the Stirling 
side. This Sunday, Oban high school will 
be looking for another home win over local 
rivals Lochaber high school, with kick-off at 
11am at Glencruitten.

Oban high school entertain at Glencruitten

CALLUM Michie had the 
lowest score of the day in the 
Terry Ng Trophy first round with 
a score of 76 – 15 = 61. Declan 
Curran scored 71 – 9 = 62  and 
Stephen Fox scored 79 – 16 = 63.

Maureen Devine and Steven 
McCuish won the Save The 
Children event on Sunday with a 
score of 91 – 22.5 = 68.5.

The Monthly Medal and 
second round of the Terry Ng 
Trophy is on Saturday.

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2350
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

H Pearson
Dalintart Drive
Oban

H Maccorqdale
Longsdale Terrace
Oban

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.

Lochavullin, Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB
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Results

Oban derby in Celtic Society 

Andy Mackintosh, 
Newtonmore, gets 
airbourne in this 
challenge with Andrew 
Corrigan, Glenurquhart, 
during their Macaulay 
Cup tie at the Eilan last 
Saturday.
Photo: Neil Paterson

Saturday 9 May
Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup 1st Round 
Aberdour 0 - 4 Caberfeidh 
Ballachulish 2 - 3 Glasgow MA 
Beauly 7 - 1 Strathglass  
Inverness 2 -0 Kilmory  
Oban Celtic 0 - 4 Skye  
Strachur 1 - 4 Bute 

Artemis Macaulay Cup
1st Round
Newtonmore 5 - 1 Glenurquhart
 
Aberdein Considine Suther-
land Cup 2nd Round
Kingussie 2 - 3 Lochside Rovers
  
Marine Harvest Premiership
Inveraray 0 - 2 Lochaber 
Kingussie 2 - 2 Kinlochshiel 
Kyles Athletic 4 - 1 Lovat 
Oban Caman 2 - 3 Fort William
 
Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Fort William 4 - 0 Lochcarron 
Glenurquhart 0 - 2 Beauly  
Kinlochshiel 5 - 2 Lovat 
 
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Taynuilt 0 - 1 Kyles Athletic 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine 2 - 5 Caberfeidh  
Glengarry 12 - 1 Inverness   
Kilmallie 5 - 2 Aberdeen Uni
Skye 6 - 1 Lewis   
Strathspey 0 - 4 Lochaber 
 
Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Ballachulish 0 - 4 Glenorchy 
Bute 2 - 6 Tayforth  
Glasgow MA 11 - 1 Aberdour 
Oban Lorn 2 - 3 Col Glen

Saturday 16 May
RBS MacTavish Cup
Semi Final
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore  
Graham Cameron - 3pm

Gregor Cameron
Consultancy Celtic Society 
Cup Semi Final
Oban Celtic v Oban Camanachd  
Robert Baxter 
Inveraray v Kyles Athletic 
Lachie Wood

Strathdearn Cup 2nd Round
Caberfeidh v Glengarry  
Deek Cameron - 12pm
Caithness v Beauly  
Calum Girvan
Kinlochshiel v Inverness  
John Matheson - 12pm
Lovat v Boleskine
Jim Barr
Newtonmore v Glenurquhart 
Martin MacLean
Strathspey v Aberdeen Uni
Ron Kennedy - 1.30pm

Bullough Cup 1st Round
Aberdour v Glenorchy  
David Mitchell 
Kyles Athletic v English SA
Euan Pearson
Oban Lorn v Ballachulish  
Jon Gallagher
Bute v Inveraray
Jim Innes

Marine Harvest Premiership
Fort William v Glenurquhart        
Evan MacRae
Lochaber v Lovat    
Innes Wood 

Marine Harvest National 
Division 
Ballachulish v Inverness  
Duncan Kelly
Beauly v Kilmallie  
David Stafford 
Caberfeidh v Glasgow MA
Deek Cameron - 3pm

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Strathglass v Fort William  
Archie Ritchie

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Kilmory v Bute   
Ewen MacDonald
Strachur v Aberdour  
Alex MacVicar
Glenorchy v Lochside Rovers 
Ronnie Campbell 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lewis v Kilmallie  
Andy MacLean
Throw ups 2.30 unless stated)

Youth Fixtures
Friday 15th May
Marine Harvest Under 14 
League 
Newtonmore v Kingussie
Lochaber v Fort William
Skye v Kinlochshiel
Strathglass v Beauly
Lovat v Inverness

Women’s Fixtures
Saturday 17th May
Marine Harvest National 
Division 1
Skye v Badenoch & Strathspey

Oban Camanachd and Fort William players observe a minute’s silence before their Marine Harvest Premiership match at Mossfi eld in memory of Jamie Kerr, tragically killed in a recent accident. Photo: Kevin McGlynn 

Camanachd Cup second round draw
CUP DRAW: left to right: Duncan Shearer, Ronald Ross, national shinty development offi  cer and 

Richie Foran.

THE SECOND round draw for the Scottish 
Hydro Camanachd Cup competition was made 
on Monday in Inverness at the new Inverness 
Caledonian Thistle Football Club shop.

Making the draw were Inverness Caley Thistle 
under 20s coach and former Lochaber shinty 
player Duncan Shearer and club captain Richie 
Foran.

The draw is as follows:
Skye v Beauly
Fort William v Kingussie
Lochaber v Newtonmore
Lovat v Caberfeidh
Glenurquhart v Inveraray
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Bute
Oban Camanachd v Inverness
Kinlochshiel v Kyles Athletic

The SSE Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup is 
shinty’s greatest prize and one of Scotland’s 

oldest and most iconic sporting trophies.  The 
second round matches are scheduled to be played 
on Saturday May 30, the same day as Inverness 
Caley Thistle contest football’s William Hill 
Scottish Cup Final against Falkirk at Hampden 
Park.

Duncan Shearer is coach of the Inverness Cale-
donian Thistle under 20s squad.  As a youngster, 
Duncan played shinty for Lochaber before pursu-
ing a successful professional football career that 
saw him capped seven times for Scotland.  Richie 
Foran is club captain of Inverness Caley Thistle.  
Born in Dublin, Richie played in the Gaelic 
Athletic Association’s underage county set-up for 
Gaelic football and hurling prior to pursuing his 
career in professional football.

The 2015 SSE Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup 
Final will be played at Mossfield Stadium in 
Oban on Saturday September 19.

Camanachd Cup
BALLACHULISH  went down 
2-3 to Glasgow Mid Argyll 
(GMA) at Jubilee Park in a first 
round Camanachd Cup tie on 
Saturday.

Lorne Brown gave Ballachulish 
a good start, scoring in the 
ninth minute, but it only lasted 
four minutes before Mark Bain 
equalised for the visitors.

A fairly tousled game saw 
players on both sides being 
booked but no further scoring 
before half time.

David MacPhee put 
Ballachulish back on top in the 
52nd minute but again the lead 
didn’t last long as youngster 
Calum McLay equalised five 
minutes later. 

It was his fifth goal of the day as 
he had already scored four for the 
GMA  junior side before dashing 
up the road to play for the senior 
team.

Cameron Sutherland saved a 
Craig Anderson penalty in the 
78th minute but was unfortunate 
to be beaten a few minutes later 
when Mark Bain got his second 
goal to give the visitors a 3-2 win.

Ballachulish are back to 
national division action in a home 
tie against Inverness on Saturday.

KILMORY took a long, fruitless 
journey north to Bught Park on 
Saturday where Inverness scored 
two to set up a Camanachd Cup 
second round match with Oban 
Camanachd.

It was nearly an hour before 
Inverness’ Donnie Forbes played 
a long cross to Davie Duncan 
who netted his shot for 1-0.

Inverness were given a penalty 
by Duncan Kennedy after the 
Kilmory goalie took a swing at 
Somhairlie MacDonald.

The keeper saved the penalty 
but MacDonald hit it into the net 
on the rebound giving Inverness 
the game.

Kilmory take on Bute, two 
places above the Lochgilphead 
team in south division one, on 
Saturday at home.

BUTE will meet Glasgow Mid 
Argyll in the  second round of the 
Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup 
after a convincing 4-1 win over 
Strachur last Saturday.

Steven Bulloch found the goal 
for the home side but after that it 
was left to Bute’s Stewart Stirling, 
Chris Lawrence, Gordon 
MacMillan and Ryan Craig to 
punish Strachur.

Strachur are in south division 
one action at home to Aberdour 
this Saturday.

STRACHUR bowed out of the 
Camanachd Cup with a 4-1 loss 
to Bute last Saturday. 

The Cowal team is having a 
tough season and badly needs a 
win.

Lying bottom of the table they 
have a good chance to make 
amends when they play next to 
bottom Aberdour at home on 
Saturday.

OBAN CELTIC manager Davie 
Hamilton said his side have ‘no 
fear’ of rivals Oban Camanachd 
as the two sides prepare to 
go head-to-head in the Celtic 
Society cup on Saturday. 
‘It’s one game away from a 
televised final, so we’ll definitely 
be up for it,’ said Hamilton.
‘Camanachd are expected to win 
so the pressure’s on them. It’s the 
first time the two teams have met 
for quite a long time, so I hope it’s 
a decent day, and a good crowd at 
Mossfield.’

Celtic lost 4-0 at the weekend 
to Skye, ending their Camanachd 
cup run. 

Saturday’s game throws-up at 
2.30pm at Mossfield. 
SKYE have made it past the first 
round of the Camanachd Cup 
after beating Oban Celtic 4-0. 

After a goal-less first half, 
Skye’s Jordan Murchison put 
Skye ahead on 56 minutes. The 
Portree side then benefited from 
a John Hill own goal just six 
minutes later before Murchison 
added two more goals on 80 and 
82 minutes to complete his hat-
trick and give Skye the win. 

This weekend Skye will 
remember fallen soldiers in a first 
world war remembrance game 
against Kingussie.

Macaulay Cup
NEWTONMORE have their 
second of two cup ties this 
weekend as they face Kinlochshiel 
in the MacTavish cup. 

P J Mackintosh’s side romped 
home against Glenurquhart 
on Saturday to progress in the 
Macaulay cup, with a 5-1 home 
win, with Glen Mackintosh 
scoring the side’s first and last 
goals and Fraser Mackintosh 
notching a hat-trick in between. 

Newtonmore secretary Ian 
Gibson said: ‘This was the team’s 
best performance of the season 
so far. We dominated the first 
half and if their keeper had not 
made fantastic saves would have 
scored more.’

The following weekend, 
Newtonmore will take on 
Kinlochshiel again, this time in 
league action, and will be looking 
to take full points to keep up 
their league challenge, with 
only three points separating the 
premiership’s top six teams. 

Saturday’s tie throws up at 3pm 
at Kirkton Park. 

GLENURQUHART keeper 
Stuart MacKintosh’s superb saves 
in the first half of their Macaulay 
Cup with Newtonmore kept the 
score down.

In the second half  Newtonmore 
netted five to finish on 5-1 as 
they went through to the second 
round.

Newtonmore had it all their 
own way apart from one blip 
when Glenurquhart’s Andrew 
Corrigan was brought down 
inside the D resulting in a penalty 
goal from Neale Reid.

Glenurquhart are back in 
premiership action and take on 
Fort William away this weekend.

Sutherland Cup
LOCHSIDE ROVERS advanced 
in the Sutherland cup on Saturday 
with a 3-2 win away to Kingussie, 
and will now face Lochaber in 
the next round. 

Before the match, a minute’s 
silence was held for Lochside 
player Jamie Kerr, who tragically 
died on April 30 in an accident 
on Mull.

Manager Gareth Evans said: ‘It 
was a good result. We went 1-0 
down before half-time and were 
pretty rubbish in the first half, to 
be honest.

‘In the second half we played 
a lot better and managed to 
pull a goal back through Daniel 
MacVicar, then another through 
Brian MacCallum. 

‘Daniel MacMillan scored our 
third and by then it was all over, 
although they did pull back a 
consolation in the 88th minute. 
The win was a fitting tribute to 
Jamie.’

Rovers travel to Glenorchy this 
Saturday for a league tie, which 
Evans described as a ‘tough 
game’.  

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
INVERARAY let Lochaber take 
two points in a premiership tie 
described as a ‘bad defeat’ by 
coach Joe Fyfe.

Throw up was delayed by more 
than half-an-hour after an A82 
accident delayed some of the 
Lochaber squad.

In the first half ’Aray clearly 
seemed the best team with plenty 
of action in front of the goal 
mouth. They even had a penalty 
which Garry MacPherson failed 
to convert.

It was Lochaber who scored on 
the 30-minute mark after Shaun 
Nicholson dribbled from midfield 
before belting it in from the 25-
yard mark.

The Spean Bridge outfit scored 
their second 10 minutes from the 
end.

Lochaber number two Lachlan 
Campbell was often aggressive 
in tackles and in the closing 
moments, as tempers rose, he 
received a red card which will 
result in a suspension.

Coach Joe Fyfe said: ‘I don’t 
think they scored two goals, we 
lost them.’

On Saturday, Inveraray 
entertain  Kyles Athletic in a 
Celtic Cup semi-final.

LOCHABER secured their 
second premiership win of the 
season at the weekend, beating 
Inveraray 2-0. 

The Spean Bridge side travelled 
south for the clash and goals 
from Shaun Nicolson and Martin 
Johnston ensured they took both 
points.

This weekend Lochaber 
welcome Lovat in the 
premiership.

OBAN CAMANACHD are 
gearing up for a crunch tie on 
Saturday with local rivals Oban 
Celtic in the Celtic Society cup.

‘It’s a tie that you shouldn’t 
need to get any player prepared 
for, physically or mentally,’ said 
Camanachd manager Gussie 
Campbell. In local derbies the 
strike goes longer, the chest gets 
bigger and the tackle gets harder. 
We’ll need to respect Celtic 
though - they’ll be there to win 
and, all credit to them, they’ve 
had some great results this 
season. It also speaks volumes for 
the town when two Oban teams 
are battling it out in the semi final 
of the main cup in the south.’

Campbell said a win against 
Celtic would raise his side’s spirits 
after losing 3-2 to West Highland 
rivals Fort William on Saturday.  

The result leaves Camanachd 
bottom of the premiership with 
one win and five losses this 
season.  Saturday’s game throws-
up at 2.30pm at Mossfield.

FORT WILLIAM secured their 
first premiership win of the 
season after beating Oban 
Camanachd 3-2. 

Bryan Simpson’s first minute 
goal secured an early lead for 
the visiting Fort and a second 
from Daniel Stewart in the 
26th minute gave the home side 
something to worry about until 
Aiden MacIntyre scored Oban’s 
first goal two minutes later. 

The final goals were scored just 
before the second half. Ewen 
Campbell scored for Fort on 42 
minutes. Andrew MacCuish then 
brought the scoreline to 3-2 but 
a goal-less second half saw both 
points go to Fort William. 

This weekend the Fort welcome 
Glenurquhart to An Aird for 
another premiership clash. 

KINGUSSIE’S four goal draw 
with Kinlochshiel sees them 
move up to fifth place in the 
premiership table. 

A couple of minutes into the 
game Rory Macgregor fired his 
first into the net. 

Within five minutes the west 
coast team were level through 
John Macrae but three minutes 
later faced disappointment when 
Keith MacRae made an early exit 
through injury.

A penalty in the 27th minute 
gave Jordan Fraser a chance to 
shine as he netted ’Shiel’s second 
from the spot.

Five minutes from the end 
of the half, Kingussie’s Rory 
MacGregor equalised to put the 
two teams level which was how it 
stayed for the rest of the match.

Kingussie entertain Kyles 
Athletic in a home premiership 
game on Saturday.

KINLOCHSHIEL drew with 
Kingussie on Saturday improving 
on their previous encounter in 
April when the Badenoch side 
won 3-2.

Kingussie opened the scoring 
through Rory MacGregor in the 
second minute but it only took 
‘Shiel’s John MacRae five further 
minutes to find the net.

Jordan Fraser put ’Shiel in front 
20 minutes later but before the 
end of the half Rory MacGregor 
had scored his second to level the 
match.

Kinlochshiel travel east on 
Saturday to take on Newtonmore 
in the RBS MacTavish Cup with a 
3pm throw up. 

 
KYLES ATHLETIC returned to 
the top of the table after a five 
goal feast during which they put 

four past Lovat at Tighnabruaich 
on Saturday.

Lovat opened the scoring 
through Greg Matheson but 
Grant Whyte’s equaliser ensured 
the game was level at half-time.

Further goals from Roddy 
MacDonald, Grant Irvine and 
Dunky Kerr secured the Kyles 
victory.

Coach James Perlich said: 
‘Andrew King was outstanding 
on the day and set the tone for 
the match.’

It was young defender Zac 
Coley’s last match for Kyles as he 
heads away for a life on the ocean 
wave.

Perlich said: ‘Zac will be quite 
a loss for us as he’s a fantastic 
player. He’s going to the 
Caribbean where he hopes to 
pick up crewing work on a super 
yacht.’

Kyles head up the peninsula 
to take on Inveraray in the 
other Celtic Cup semi-final on 
Saturday.

LOVAT suffered defeat at the 
hands of league leaders Kyles on 
Saturday, who remain undefeated 
this season.

Despite taking the lead in the 
20th minute, Kyles proved too 
strong for John MacRitchie’s 
men, running out 4-1 winners. 

Lamenting on the result, 
MacRitchie said: ‘We played 
quite well and competed well in 
the first half, but in the second 
half they dominated the play and 
controlled the midfield. I think it 
was probably a fair result at the 
end of the day.

‘At 3-1 up, we scored but it was 
ruled out for offside, a wee bit 
controversially, then they ran up 
the other end and scored. But 
these things happen in shinty.’

Looking to Saturday’s tie with 
Lochaber, who are currently 
sitting mid-table, MacRitchie 
said: ‘It will be a tough tie. We 
drew 3-3 with them at the start of 
the season.

National Division
After a free weekend KILMALLIE 
are gearing up to face Beauly in 
their league clash this Saturday.

The away game is a must-win 
according to manager Mark 
MacPherson, who has high hopes 
of promotion at the end of the 
season.

He said: ‘We need to win this. 
We’ve lost the last two games and 
we need to get promoted this year 
for the sake of our squad getting 
better. 

‘Any kind of result is better than 

nothing but I’m really pushing for 
two points.’ 

John Stewart will be back in the 
squad this time, after receiving 12 
stitches in last month’s Kilmallie 
versus Beauly game. Stephen 
McAllister is the only player 
missing this weekend.

South Division One
TAYNUILT went down 1-0 to 
Kyles Athletic on Saturday and 
sit seventh in the league. 

However their next game is 
against Glenorchy on May 30 
and when that team met Kyles in 
March the Tighnabruaich strikers 
netted five. So if Taynuilt defend 
as well as they did last weekend 
and attack as well as they did at 
Kilmory the previous week they 
should emerge winners.

GLENORCHY had a break last 
weekend which was just as well 
after their bruising encounter 
with Kyles first team in the 
Macaulay Cup the previous week.

On Saturday they are in league 
action at home to top of the table 
Lochside Rovers who have not 
lost a south division one game 
this season.

Glenorchy, though, have played 
and lost one with all their other 
matches being cup games.

South Division Two
OBAN LORN went down 2-3 to 
Col Glen who scored from a goal 
down each time to take the win.

Lorn took the lead on 18 
minutes thanks to Alan Duffy. 
Twenty minutes later Col Glen’s 
Connor Kennedy equalised.

In the second half, David 
Martin put Lorn 2-1 up but the 
advantage only lasted six minutes 
before Steven MacKellar levelled 
with his first of two.

Lorn face Ballachulish in the 
Bullough Cup on Saturday.

North Division Two
GLENGARRY go top of north 
division two after blitzing 
Inverness in a thrilling 12 goal 
thrashing.

Daniel MacLennan, who has 
returned to the shinty fold from 
football in the Highland league, 
scored in the second minute and 
went on to put a further six past 
the Inverness keeper.

Stewart MacRae gave Inverness 
their only ray of hope in the 16th 
minute. Glengarry’s Andrew 
Gilchrist scored a hat trick with 
the other two goals coming from 
Ruari MacDonald and John 
MacKinnon.
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Youth football

LAST weekend’s  results: 
Under 13s v Clydebank, home 
walkover; Blair Thistle 2, Under 
14s 6. Saints goalscorers were 
Sol Smith (2), Cameron Kerr, 
Joseph Harper, Scot Mossman 
and Nathan Allan.  Dumbarton 
United 4 Under 15s 0; Under 
16s 2, Ardencaple 4. On target 
for Saints were Ross MacMillan 
(2). Milngavie 2, Under 19s 2. 
Scoring for Saints were Josh 
Coates and Zak Straub.
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Saturday - Under 13s v 
Clydebank; Sunday - Under 13s 
v Dumbarton United; v Blair 
Thistle v Under 14s; Under 15s v 
Dumbarton United; Under 16s v 
Drumchapel United; Under 19s 
no game.     

LAST Saturday’s results: Pre-
mier Division - Haldane United 
1, Oban Saints 3; Campbeltown 
Pupils no game; Premier 
Division One - East Kilbride 
2, Dunoon 1; Premier Division 
Two - Centre v Lochgilphead 
Red Star, postponed; Division 
1B - FC Argyll 3, Tarbert 4.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division - Alba Thistle 
v Oban Saints; Premier Division  
Two - Motherwell Thistle v 
Lochgilphead Red Star; Division 
1B - Bridgewater v Tarbert.  

Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and fi xtures
Football

Oban Saints youths 
results and fi xtures

Rugby sevens

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, May 14, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.30 3.4 08.37 1.2 15.01 3.2 20.59 1.0
Fri 03.25 3.7 09.35 0.9 15.47 3.5 21.57 0.8
Sat 04.12 3.8 10.24 0.7 16.27 3.7 22.48 0.6
Sun 04.55 4.0 11.08 0.6 17.06 3.9 23.35 0.5
Mon 05.36 4.0 11.50 0.5 17.46 4.0  **.**  *.*
Tues 00.21 0.5 06.15 4.0 12.32 0.5 18.24 4.0
Wed 01.05 0.6 06.54 3.9 13.12 0.6 19.02 3.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Sunny
 Winds moderate east south easterly
 Temperatures 7°C to 13ºC.
Friday Light rain
 Winds moderate souh south westerly
 Temperatures 8°C to 11ºC.

Weekend Sunshine and showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds strong westerly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 10ºC.

WEATHER

FRIDAY

14
10

9

Glenorchy Camanachd celebrates 
50 years in
the game

CELEBRATIONS: organisers of Glenorchy Camanachd’s 50th anniversary celebrations held last weekend at Dalmally community centre 
- Graeme MacKechnie,  Billy O’Brien,  John Smith,  Hugh Dan MacLennan,  Stuart Gunn and Keith MacIntyre. Photos: Donald Cameron

TROPHIES: Dalmally primary school children with most of the major shinty trophies on display at 
Glenorchy Camanachd’s 50 year celebrations. Photo: Stephen Lawson

OBAN Lorne hosts its annual 
seven-a-side rugby tournament 
at Glencruitten on Saturday.
 Twelve mens teams and four 
womens teams are taking part
 First game is scheduled for 12 
noon.
 There will be food and refresh-
ments available at the clubhouse 
all day.
 For more information call 
Darrell Williams on 07774 
490265.

Oban rugby sevens 
on Saturday

THIS year marks the 50th anni-
versary of Glenorchy Camanachd 
in its current form.
 To celebrate the occasion, the 
club held three days of fun at 
Dalmally community centre last 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
 There was a photography dis-
play showing all the teams from 
1965 through to present day, a 

fantastic slideshow and a re-un-
ion ceilidh on the Saturday night.
 The club thanks everyone who 
came along, especially former 
players, and those who donated 
to the raffle.

FootballOBAN Athletic played two 
games away from home last 
week against Helensburgh and 
Duntocher. Drawing one game 
and losing the other all but ends 
the Oban side’s league challenge 
for this season.

ON WEDNESDAY at Hermit-
age Academy 3G, Athletic start-
ed the game well and dominated 
the first half and scored through 
a good move on the left hand side 
of the park with Fraser McFar-
lane cutting the ball back to Ryan 
Campbell who blasted the ball 
past the keeper from 12 yards.

Helensburgh came back into 
the game in the second half and 
scored after 75 minutes and again 
on the 80th minute following bad 
marking by the Athletic defence.

Rhuri Finlayson scored the 
equaliser in the 88th minute and 
Ryan Campbell should have won 
the game for the Oban side in 

the 90th minute after a good run 
through the defence but he could 
not get any power in his shot and 
his effort was easily saved by the 
keeper. Final score 2-2.

ON SATURDAY Athletic 
travelled to Duntocher and were 
beaten 5-2 by a hungrier team 
which is also challenging for the 
league title.

The visitors found themselves 
two goals down after 20 minutes, 
the first from a header at the back 
post beating stand-in keeper 
Andy Smith.

Five minutes later Rhuri 
Finlayson handled a cross at the 
back post with the referee having 
no option but to point to the spot 
with the striker hammering the 
ball past Smith from the resulting 
penalty.

Athletic were the better team 
for the rest of the half but could 
not score with a Kris Gilles shot 

rattling the bar. The ball landed 
back at Craig Campbell’s feet but 
Craig failed to hit the target with 
his shot.

Rhuri Finlayson had a good run 
through the Duntocher defence 
but slid his shot under the keeper 
and past the post.

On the stroke of half time a 
Stephen McLeod free-kick from 
the half way line was challenged 
by Craig Campbell and Davy 
McPhee on the goal line. The 
keeper managed to get his hands 
on the ball but dropped it over 
the line to make the score 2-1.

The second half started with 
Duntocher playing the better 
football with the visitors having 
the ocassional break upfield but 
two chances in the 65th and 70th  
minute were well taken by the 
Duntocher forwards to put the 
game out of Athletic’s reach.

A great run from Alan Bu-
chanan through the middle of 
the park beat two players. He 
then sent a pass through to Kris 
Gilles for a one-on-one with the 

keeper. Kris opted to square the 
ball to Ryan Campbell and from 
12 yards and an open goal at his 
mercy the ball bounced up and 
Ryan’s shot went wide of the post.

Two minutes later the hard 
working Buchanan scored from 
a tap-in after good work from 
McFarlane on the left wing.

With Athletic now on all-out 
attack, a breakaway in the 87th 
minute sent the Duntocher strik-
er through on goal leaving Smith 
with no chance to make the final 
score 5-2.

Manager Donald Campbell 
said after the game: ‘We’ve lost 
form at the wrong time of the 
season plus we’re failing to take 
our chances which puts a lot of 
pressure on the defence. But with 
seven league games to go, you 
never know what can happen.’

This Saturday’s game is away 
to Third Lanark at Toryglen on 
league cup duty, then on Wednes-
day away to Cardross in a league 
game.

Athletic lose form at the wrong time

Helensburgh       2
Oban Athletic 2
West of Scotland AFL

Duntocher       5
Oban Athletic 2
West of Scotland AFL

BLACK AND WHITE: Dalmally community centre where the 
celebrations took place. Inset: The anniversary cake decorated in 

the club colours of black and white stripes

Graeme MacKechnie updates 
social media

Billy O’Brien organises the 
catering

KEEPING IT IN THE FAMILY: the Chong family lead the 
way amongst the ladies. Helen Chong, left, was fi rst, 

with sister Eva, right, second and mum Allie third.
 third. 16_t20abcd3

A 10K FUN run was held in Oban on Sunday 
in aid of Argyll Beats Cardiovascular Disease 
(ABCD).

Participants started at Lorn and Islands 
hospital, running up Glengallan Road, and 
circling back on themselves, up McKelvie Road 
on to Glenshellach Road. They then cut across 
to Gallanach Road and back to the hospital, via 
Albany Street and Glenshellach Terrace.

Despite the wet weather, around 30 runners 
took place in the senior race, with an entrance 
fee of £5. In the junior race, around 20 young-
sters completed the one kilometre track around 
the hospital. 

ON THE RUN: senior entrants set off  from Lorn and Islands hospital. 16_t20abcd1

ABCD 10k fun run
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IT WAS full steam ahead for the 
Jacobite steam train this week 
after a temporary suspension 
was lifted. 

The first journey of the year 
on the popular tourist attraction 
went ahead on Monday (May 11) 
despite worries the Fort William 
to Mallaig service would have to 
be cancelled. 

Operators West Coast 
Railways (WCR) had its licence 
temporarily suspended last 
month after another train run by 
the company crossed a red light 
in England. Network Rail said 
WCR had to carry out a number 
of improvements to prevent a 
permanent loss of licence. 

But last Thursday (May 7) 
a Network Rail spokesman 
announced the suspension had 
been lifted and the Jacobite 
train, best known for appearing 
in the Harry Potter films, could 
run as normal. 

A spokesperson for WCR said 
on Friday: ‘We are delighted 
to announce our 20th season 
running the world famous 
Jacobite steam train from Fort 
William to Mallaig. The Jacobite 
will steam out on schedule 
on Monday and all services 
thereafter remain unchanged.’

This came as a relief to those 
concerned about the loss of trade 
in Lochaber, particularly in 

Kinlochleven rider Gary MacDonald said he was ‘delighted’ to take second place in this year’s Scottish six days trial for the fi rst time 
in his 13 years of competing. For more on the trials see page 11. Photograph by TRIALSCENTRAL.COM 

A FORT William house has been 
left partially destroyed after 
going up in fl ames in the early 
hours of Saturday morning. 

The fi re in the semi-detached 
home on Abrach road, 
Inverlochy, was reported just 
after 3am on Saturday May 
9 and the fi rst fl oor and roof 
area of the house is said to 
be ‘destroyed’ with smoke 
damage on the ground fl oor. 

Two appliances from Fort 
William attended the scene 
and fi refi ghters used two 
main jets and one hose reel 
jet to dampen the fl ames. The 
fi re was dampened before 
catching on to the attached 
property and the householders 
managed to escape the house 
safely before the fi refi ghters 
arrived.

A spokesman for Scottish 
fi re and rescue service said 
there were no suspicious 
circumstances. He added: 
‘The fi rst fl oor and roof were 
destroyed and there is smoke 
damage to the ground fl oor 
but thankfully no-one was 
inside.’

A FORMER Ardnamurchan high school 
teacher has faced a hearing after he al-
legedly told a pupil they were on his ‘s*** 
list’. 

Andrew Kerr, who taught physics at 
the Lochaber school, was also accused 
of telling the fifth year pupil to ‘shut the 
f*** up’ and saying ‘you should f****** 
know that.’ 

He was later dismissed from his position 

and faced a fitness to teach hearing before 
the general teaching council for Scotland 
(GTCS) last Wednesday (May 6).  

The result from the hearing has yet to 
be announced but a report by GTCS said: 
‘Between 15 August 2012 and 16 April 
2013, both dates inclusive, whilst em-
ployed as a teacher by Highland council 
at Ardnamurchan high school, you did 
use inappropriate language towards an 

S5 pupil. In particular you did say ‘if you 
were on my s*** list before, where do you 
think you are now?’ ‘Shut the f*** up’ and 
‘you should f****** know that’.’ 

The same report also accuses Mr Kerr 
of showing a fifth year pupil the marking 
guidance for national assessment banks 
(NABs) and using current NAB papers 
as ‘a practice’, both in violation of the 
teacher’s code of conduct.

MALLAIG lifeboat crew 
towed a fi shing boat to 
safety on Sunday,  after it 
broke down in deteriorating 
weather. 

The royal national lifeboat 
institution (RNLI) crew was 
launched by Stornoway 
coastguard after the vessel’s 
propeller failed about half a 
mile south of Muck. 

Bad weather also meant 
the anchor was unable to 
hold the boat in position but 
another vessel in the area 
reached the fi shing boat 
ahead of the lifeboat and 
used an attached line to keep 
the boat off  the shore until 
the RNLI crew towed it back 
to Mallaig. 

POLICE in Lochaber are appealing for 
information about the following crimes in 
the area.

Sometime between 9pm on Monday 
May 4 and 7am the following morning, 
a construction site in Upper Achintore,  

Fort William, was broken into and several 
power tools were stolen.

Around 10.45pm on Monday May 4 
police received two reports of small items 
being taken from insecure residential 
premises in Victoria Road and Fassifern 

road, both Fort William. Anyone with 
information about these incidents or who 
witnessed suspicious activity should either 
contact police on 101, Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111 or online at 
www.crimestoppers-uk.org. 

ALL ABOARD: James Shuttleworth of West Coast Railways and 
Lesley Benfi eld of Lochaber chamber of commerce wave off  the 

Jacobite steam train on fi rst trip of the season to Mallaig

Full steam ahead for Jacobite 
train after suspension is lifted
EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Mallaig, where businesses make 
thousands of pounds a day from 
train passengers.  

Lesley Benfield, chief executive 
of Lochaber chamber of 
commerce, waved off the first 
group aboard the steam train on 
Monday. 

She said: ‘We are quite 
delighted to see the Jacobite 
steam train and West Coast 
Railways return to Lochaber 
for the summer season, as per 
normal.  Not only does it bring 
recognition to the area running 
on one of the most scenic railway 
routes in the world, it also 
makes a major contribution to 
the Lochaber economy and is 
a tremendous benefit to local 
businesses. 

‘Standing on the platform 
and seeing hundreds of people 
from all over the world getting 
on board was very heartening, 
especially knowing that despite 
the not so good weather we were 
experiencing they were all going 
to have a great time enjoying 
the wonderful views from the 
comfort of their railway carriages 
and the many welcoming shops 
and attractions in Mallaig.’ 

In a letter to WCR, Paul 
McMahon, freight director for 
Network Rail, said appointing 
new ‘leadership’ staff and 
making changes to a safety 
management system were among 
the improvements which allowed 
the suspension to be lifted. 

Gary wheels closer to trial top spot

Fort building site and homes are targeted by thieves

Report outlines allegations against former teacher 

Fire rips through 
Inverlochy home

Broken down boat 
towed to safety

WIN
inside
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tickets to 
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Scotland 

2015 

A FAMILY 
TICKET TO 
FUNBOX

A FAMILY TRIP ABOARD THE
PADDLE STEAMER 
WAVERLEY 
TWO TRIPS TO GIVEAWAY



Thursday 14 May, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 3NEWS
FW

HUNDREDS of people have 
backed a campaign for a new play 
park in a Fort William village. 

The people of Caol, the biggest 
village in Scotland, have come 
together in droves to support 
fundraising for the new facility 
as they say the current parks are 
unsuitable for the number of 
children using them and provide 
no disabled access. 

One parent, Damian 
MacDonald, set up a group on 
Facebook to gauge the interest 
and said he couldn’t believe 
it when 500 people joined in 
just four hours on Saturday. 
More than 600 people are now 
involved. 

At the Caol community council 
meeting on Monday night Mr 

POLICE have issued a warning 
about a phone scam reported 
to be operating in the High-
lands and islands. 

Three cases of suspected 
fraud have been reported 
recently. On each occasion the 
victim was told by the caller 
their computer required work 
to get rid of viruses. But money 
was requested via credit card 
with no proof of purchase or 
services and the victims had 
hundreds of pounds charged 
to their accounts. 

Police have advised the public 
never to provide bank or card 
details over the phone. Further 
tips included going ex-directo-
ry, informing trading standards 
of suspicious behaviour and 
never giving out a pin number. 

Anyone who receives a similar 
call should report the matter to 
police by calling 101. 

CHARITIES in the outer 
Hebrides have the chance 
of getting grants of up to 
£10,000 from the Western Isles 
development trust. 

The trust has £400,000 
available for eligible projects, 
from income of renewable 
energy schemes.

To be eligible applications 
must come from groups 
working to reduce poverty, 
improve or protect the 
environment or benefi t 
citizenship, arts, heritage, 
culture and science in the 
Western Isles. 

More information and 
enquiry forms are available at 
www.widt.co.uk.  

A NEW NHS position to 
improve  care in the Western 
isles has been fi lled. 

Dr Ron Culley will take up 
the chief offi  cer of health 
and social care this summer, 
to provide leadership for the 
integrated care team. 

Dr Culley is currently work-
ing in a similar position with 
the Convention of Scottish 
Local Authorities (COSLA).

He said: ‘I am delighted to 
have been appointed to this 
challenging post and look 
forward to moving to the 
Western Isles with my family. 

‘Health and social care 
integration is a major change 
in providing services but ulti-
mately it is about improving 
those services for commu-
nities. I am committed to 
delivering that aim, working 
with partner agencies and 
other organisations for the 
benefi t of the Western Isles.’ 

Fort William primary school pupils enjoyed an afternoon of celebrations to mark Victory in Europe day (VE day) as part of their class 
topic on the second world war.  The children dressed in 1940s’ clothes, hung bunting and had a party in the playground to mark the 

70th anniversary of the end of the war 20_f20fortps01

A NEW song to commemorate fallen soldiers, 
written by Lochaber musician Gary Innes, is to 
be released next week. 

‘Our Heroes’ features Scottish folk musicians 
including members of Mànran, Treacherous 
Orchestra, Skerryvore, Rura and the Red Hot 
Chilli Pipers but one instrument in particular 
has an important meaning on the single, which 
is available for download on Monday (May 18). 

Duncan MacGillivray features in the song, 
playing on a set of World War One bagpipes 
which belonged to fallen relative Lance Cor-
poral Donald Paterson of the fourth Cameron 
Highlanders.

The single will be released exactly 100 years 
to the day that 23-year-old Mr Paterson died, 
alongside 17,000 allied soldiers at the battle of 
Festubert. The pipes were used to rally troops 
as they went over the top into battle and after 
his death were sent home to his family.

All money raised from downloads will be 
donated to Erskine, Scotland’s veterans charity. 

Mr Innes, accordion player with Scottish folk-
rock band, Mànran, said: ‘I originally wrote Our 
Heroes a couple of years ago to commemorate 
the war, performing it as part of a show called 
‘Shinty’s Heroes’. I felt it was really important 
to remember the fallen at Festubert 100 years 
on. It was then I thought about recording ‘Our 
Heroes’ and donating the money to supporting 
Scottish veterans. I want to say a big thank you 
to everyone involved with the recording, mixing 
and mastering who happily gave their time for 
free.’

TIMESLINE

Left: Damian MacDonald

Hundreds back Caol 
play park campaign

MacDonald, a father of two, 
said: ‘I just wanted to see what 
the reaction would be because 
I don’t think what we have is 
good enough and by the sounds 
of things hundreds of people 
seem to agree. I know this won’t 
happen overnight - it’s going to 
be a long-term project - but I’d 
like to see it happen.’ 

The community council 
supported the plan and a steering 
group is being set up. 

Mr MacDonald said residents 
would be consulted on the 
best place to put the new park 
and he would particularly like 
to see roundabouts and other 
play equipment suitable for 
wheelchair access. 

He also added the group may 
also have to campaign for more 
safe crossings in the village 
to allow as many children as 
possible to access the park. He 

said: ‘No matter where the park 
goes there’s going to be children 
who have to cross a busy road to 
get to it and I wouldn’t let my kids 
go if they couldn’t cross safely. 
We’ll need to look into getting 
another crossing put in.’ 

Jane Young of Caol community 
council said: ‘We have three 
parks in Caol but none of them 
are in the best condition and none 
of them are suitable for disabled 
children. We want all kids to 
have the same access to things so 
some new equipment you can get 
wheelchairs and things like that 
on would be great.’ 

A new park is expected to cost 
anything between £100,000 and 
£250,000, depending on what 
equipment is chosen. 

Dot Ferguson, ward manager 
for Highland council, said she 
was happy to help establish a 
steering group and advise on 

how to fundraise. She said: ‘Play 
provision is a key part of health 
so the council would be happy to 
help and I can point you in the 
right direction for grants, there’s 
funding available if you know 
where to look.’ 

Highland councillors Ben 
Thompson and Allan Henderson 
also agreed to help the new 
steering group, which will work as 
a sub-group of Caol community 
council. 

The idea originated from 
a neighbouring group, the 
Plantation community 
association, which recently 
received £247,000 from the 
Big Lottery for a new park and 
outdoor fitness area in Fort 
William. 

Mr MacDonald said he planned 
to invite a member of the 
association to the first meeting 
for advice.

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Above: parents and children of 
Caol say they want a better park 

with disabled access

Phone fraudsters 
target Highlands 

Doctor committed 
to new caring role

Development trust 
grants up for grabs 

MEANINGFUL: Duncan MacGillivray with the 
World War One pipes featured in the single

Musicians on song 
to boost veterans

A ROYAL Navy submariner 
from Skye has been given a 
‘tremendous honour’ when he 
was unanimously voted man of 
the patrol by his shipmates. 

John Sheedy, head chef on 
board the HMS Vanguard, was 
given the accolade by his fellow 
crew members for improving 
the wellbeing and morale of 
the ship’s 185-strong company 
during months beneath the 
waves.  The 29-year-old former 
Portree high school pupil said: 
‘It is a tremendous honour to be 
voted man of the patrol. 

‘It was a complete surprise to 
me and it means a lot to me that 
I am held in such high regard by 
my fellow submariners.’

HONOURED: John Sheedy, head 
chef on the HMS Vanguard 

submarine, was named man 
of the ship by fellow crew 

members

Skye man’s 
delight at 
topping 
patrol poll 

THE FUTURE of the Corran ferry is to be 
discussed in Lochaber on Monday (May 18). 

Highland councillors will be attending the 
ward forum in Ardnamurchan high school, 
along with William Gilfillan, director of 
community services for the local authority. 

Anyone with an interest in the Ardgour to 
Corran service is invited to attend and the main 
focus will be on cost reduction and considering 
new ideas. 

Thomas MacLennan, leader of Lochaber 
area committee, said: ‘The community has 

already been very proactive in putting forward 
suggestions about how we can reduce the costs 
of operating the Corran ferry.  

‘The ward forum will give further opportunity 
for discussion of these ideas with the wider 
community as well as the opportunity to 
consider any new ones which may be put 
forward.’ 

The meeting will be held from 6.30pm until 
8.30pm, with the last 20 minutes dedicated to a 
public question and answer session about other 
issues in the area. 

Highland councillors put the future of 
Corran ferry in ward forum spotlight
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Scotland has an abundance of wood. However, is a wood 
fuelled heating system the right option for you and your home? 
We can give you free, impartial and in-depth advice on the 
best renewables options. We can also provide information on 
financial support available.

thinking about

What is biomass?

Biomass renewable heating systems burn wood pellets, chips or logs to provide 
warmth in a single room and can power central heating and hot water boilers. 

Central heating systems using locally sourced sustainable wood fuel are a low carbon 
alternative to fossil fuels and can be cheaper to run than off -gas alternatives.

How does it work?

A boiler burns logs, pellets or chips, and is connected to a central heating and hot wa-
ter system. A wood-fuelled biomass boiler could save you up to £880 a year compared 
to electric heating*.

What do I need?

Suitable properties should have enough space to install the heating system (inside or 
outside) and store the fuel, and have a locally available wood fuel source.

The benefi ts of biomass heating
1 Aff ordable heating fuel

The price of wood fuel varies considerably but it is often cheaper than other ways of 
heating your home.

2 Financial support

Wood fuel boiler systems could benefi t from the Renewable Heat Incentive. For a 
four-bedroom detached house, you could receive payments of around £1,730 to 
£2,610 a year**. In addition, the Home Energy Scotland renewables loan scheme is 
currently open to new applications. Interest-free loans for up to 75 per cent of the 
total cost of renewables systems are available up to £10,000.

3 A low-carbon option

The carbon dioxide emitted when wood is burned is the same amount that was 
absorbed over the months and years that the plant was growing. The process is 
sustainable as long as new plants continue to grow in place of those used for fuel. 
There are some carbon emissions caused by the cultivation, manufacture and trans-
portation of the fuel, but as long as the fuel is sourced locally, these are much lower 
than the emissions from fossil fuels.

For more information call Home Energy Scotland 

on 0808 808 2282 to fi nd out how 

you can save energy and more money, 

and book a free home visit to assess your property. 

*Based on a typical four-bed detached solid-walled home switching from electric storage heating to a biomass 
pellet boiler. Using an off -peak (Economy 7) electricity price of 7.22p/kWh and a wood pellet price of 4.77p/
kWh (bulk price). Prices correct as of February 2015 and valid for 2015.

**Based on an RHI tariff  of 8.93p/kWh, valid for installations made between April 1 and June 30, 2015.

A low-carbon 
alternative to electric 
heating that could save 
you up to £880 a year

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Barra approach a 
sight for sore eyes

Hospice group in 
talks over base

Cyclist falls ill on 
road near Oban

Apprenticeship is 
on island menu  

FRIENDS of Oban Hospice 
heard it has more than 
£550,000 available to spend 
on Oban and Lorn patients.

Members were told that the 
group is in talks with Oban’s 
North Argyll Care Home, 
to establish a single base 
for the hospice services of 
palliative care beds, relative 
rooms and a day hospital.

BARRA airport has been named 
the fourth most scenic airport 
approach in the world. 

Flight booking fi rm PrivateFly 
released the results of its 2015 
poll of more than 3,000 people, 
conducted between March and 
April this year.

Adam Twidell, CEO of Pri-
vateFly, praised Barra’s ‘unique 
beach landing’.

London City was the only 
other British airport in the 
list, which awarded top spot 
to Queenstown airport, New 
Zealand.

THE fi rst apprenticeship on the 
Isle of Luing in 100 years will 
be available when the Atlantic 
Islands Centre opens next 
month.

Swapping the historic island 
industry of slate mining for a 
career in catering is open to 
those aged between 16 and 18.

ON TUESDAY morning at 8.15 
am a man took ill and fell 
from his bike near to Saulmo-
re farm, Connel, on the A85, 
causing short traffi  c delays.

At the time of going to 
press there was no further 
information. 

BOXING CLEVER

Night of the long 
‘skean dhus’ 

IT was, to borrow Charles 
Kennedy’s tongue-in-cheek 
comment, the ‘night of the 
long skean dhus’. 

Kennedy, the custodian of 
the Lochaber constituency 
for more than three dec-
ades, was one of the West 
Highlands’ two political ‘big 
beasts’ swept out of offi  ce 
by the astonishing tsunami 
of support for the Scottish 
National Party.

The other was Danny Alex-
ander, the former member of 
chancellor George Osborne’s 
inner circle, who was ousted 
from his Highland seat. 

Alan Reid, the Lib Dem can-

didate who held the Argyll 
and Bute seat for 14 years, 
is now contemplating an ex-
tended period of gardening 
leave after Brendan O’Hara 
won the constituency for the 
SNP.

But is was very much busi-
ness as usual in the Western 
Isles as Angus Brendan Mac-
Neil held the seat for the na-
tionalists with an increased 
majority.  

Turn to page four for full 
election coverage.

Carpeted over the 
award of £1.25M 
addiction contract 
THERE can be no ‘whitewash’ 
after an official watchdog deliv-
ered a stinging rebuke into the 
way the council awarded a £1.25 
million contract.

That was the call of Argyll and 
Bute’s MSP, Michael Russell, 
following the publication of a 
critical report by Audit Scotland 
on Tuesday that severely cen-
sured the council’s Argyll Drug 
Partnership (ADP).

In the report, which was titled 
the ‘Review of the Commission-
ing Process in Argyll and Bute’, 
Audit Scotland raised serious 
concerns about the tendering 
procedure adopted by ADP as 
it awarded a three-year contract 
to a new agency to provide com-
munity-based services for people 
with alcohol and drug addiction 
problems. 

The report criticised Argyll 
and Bute council’s procurement 
team for a ‘breach of contract’ 
and ‘unsafe legal advice’. 

It also stated that the council 
had no clear vision about the 
aims of the service and that the 
views of the people it served  - 
those with alcohol and drug 
problems - were largely ignored.

Membership of the ADP con-
sisted of senior managers and 
directors from the council, NHS 
Highland, Police Scotland, Scot-
tish Fire and Rescue Service, 
community-based organisations 
and the Community Justice 
Authority. 

The ADP used Argyll and Bute 
council’s procurement team to 
find a new contractor, because 
it did not have the experienced 
staff to oversee the task. 

Serious complaints surfaced as 

early as November last year from 
potential bidders who said that 
the terms and conditions of the 
contract effectively ruled them 
out. 

The Helensburgh-based 
chairman of the Scottish Legal 
Complaints Commission and 
former non-executive director 
of NHS Highland, Bill Brack-
enridge said: ‘The corporate 
governance of this whole issue, 
in my opinion, falls far short of 
best practice.’

Yet it wasn’t until complaints 
about the tender  process for the 
contract - with a 10-day notice 
period for the new provider 
to begin work - that Michael 
Russell raised a complaint with 
Audit Scotland and Argyll and 
Bute council.

At that point, in February 2015, 
the council carried out an inter-
nal investigation – but concluded 
that there was no evidence of 
improper conduct.

However, the Audit Scotland 

report contradicts the council’s 
finding as it outlined its criticism 
of the ADP and the local author-
ity over the tendering process in 
the stinging 20-page document.

Michael Russell is now calling 
for a further investigation. He 
said: ‘The Audit Scotland report 
describes a shambolic process, 
riddled with errors and resulting 
in a contract outcome that may 
have breached the law.   

‘Fortunately, the new contrac-
tors are performing well but 
that is despite the ADP and the 
council, not because of them. 

‘The report also reveals 
that councillors were not kept 
informed and consulted, an 
anti-democratic style of manage-
ment which is commonplace in 
the authority as most local peo-
ple know only too well. We are 
very familiar in Argyll and Bute 
with the council applying buckets 
of whitewash no matter the mess 
it makes and that the modus 
operandi is now confirmed for 

all to see in the Audit Scotland 
document.’

Mr Russell is concerned that 
Audit Scotland had ‘no teeth’ to 
take further action. 

The MSP continued: ‘Indeed 
the report states that Audit 
Scotland has concluded its exam-
ination of the whole matter and 
is leaving it up to the council to 
implement change. Experience 
shows that never happens.’

However, council leader Dick 
Walsh offered a robust defence 
of the local authority’s response 
to Audit Scotland. He said: ‘An-
yone reading Audit Scotland’s 
report will see that we have in 
place a valid contract, based on 
a specification which the Scottish 
government’s ADP National 
Support Unit found to be ‘very 
tight and well defined’, and with 
an organisation Michael Russell 
himself recognises is performing 
well for the people who need its 
services. 

‘It is disappointing that our 
MSP continues to peddle neg-
ativity where it is not necessary 
and that his campaign against 
this council is extending, it would 
seem, to include attacks on oth-
ers, in this case Audit Scotland.

‘Argyll and Bute Council has 
dedicated employees who are 
working hard every day to ben-
efit our communities. Together, 
we are meeting challenges and 
achieving progress. 

‘Our MSP could support our 
area more by working with us 
for the good of all in Argyll and 
Bute.’

Christina West, chairwoman 
of Argyll and Bute ADP, added: 
‘This review has demonstrated 
that we have in place a valid 
contract with a service provider 
recognised for success.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Michael Russell Bill Brackenridge BOXED IN: one of the staff  at the Argyll and Bute count

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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Biker, 47, dies in 
collision with car

AN OBAN pensioner, who 
has been convicted of raping a 
woman with learning difficulties, 
is facing a jail sentence.

Former soldier Stewart Win-
ton, 73, raped the woman in her 
40s, who cannot be named for 
legal reasons, on one occasion 
between April and June 2013.

The offence took place at Win-
ton’s home in Oban. 

He admitted to police they had 

had sex, but claimed she had 
consented.

Advocate depute Kath Harper, 
prosecuting, told the High 
Court  in Glasgow during the 
four-day jury trial last week: 
‘This woman’s care workers say 
that she can follow instructions 
with prompting, but learning 
new tasks is difficult unless the 
information is broken down and 
she has support. 

‘On speaking to her, her learn-
ing disability would be apparent.
Her IQ is in the bottom four per 

cent of the population. She was 
found to have significant impair-
ment in social function which 
covers awareness of dangers and 
taking care of herself.’

But Winton claimed that he 
had no idea of the woman’s dis-
abilities, despite having known 
her for years, and believed she 
had consented to sex with him.

The high court heard that the 
woman was eager to please and 
get along with people.

Miss Harper said: ‘Despite the 
fact she doesn’t like confronta-

tion, she could not have made 
it clearer she did not want to 
have sexual contact with Stewart 
Winton.

‘She was frightened and told 
him, “no, no Stewart, stop it 
Stewart” and pushed him away.

‘And given her eagerness to 
please, this must be a clear sign 
that she really didn’t like what 
was happening.’

The woman told her support 
worker what had happened and 
then reported it to the police.

When quizzed by police, Win-

ton told them: ‘Eh, it did happen 
to be honest with you. It was just 
one of those stupid things I did. 
My wife wasn’t in at the time 
and she didn’t seem to bother. I 
probably forced it a little bit.’

But the jury heard that at the 
start of the police interview he 
lied and said: ‘There was no 
actual intercourse or nothing.’

Winton served in Cyprus and 
Northern Ireland with the army, 
and later worked as a chef until 
he retired.

Judge Lady Scott placed first 

offender Winton on the sex 
offenders’ register, deferred 
sentence until next month and 
granted him bail.

She said she was doing this on 
account of his age and the fact 
he was the main carer for his 
wife of 43 years, who is wheel-
chair-bound. But she told Win-
ton: ‘You have been convicted of 
a very serious offence which will 
almost inevitably attract a period 
of imprisonment.’

She also ordered him not to 
approach his victim.

COURT REPORTER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

OAP told jail ‘almost inevitable’ for attack on woman

Breakthrough for island air service
THE deadlock which threat-
ened to ground flights to Coll, 
Colonsay and Tiree has been 
broken with the news that 
the council and the airline 
company have agreed a new 
three-year deal.

Argyll and Bute Council and 
Cumbernauld-based Hebri-
dean Air Services Limited 
(HASL) hammered out the 

terms of the Public Service 
Obligation agreement (PSO), 
estimated to be worth more 
than £2.1 million, which will 
continue the ‘lifeline’ service to 
the islands until 2018.

Negotiations had stalled over 
the cost of the new contract, 
with both sides blaming each 
other for the breakdown.

The impasse was finally 
breached with the intervention 
of the Scottish government’s 
transport minister, Derek 

MacKay, who called on both 
sides to resume talks. Both 
parties were back round the 
negotiating table last Friday 
and an agreement in principle 
was reached. 

A spokesman for the council 
welcomed the breakthrough: 
‘We are pleased that HASL 
has worked with us to reach 
this agreement which everyone 
wants – a sustainable future for 
these lifeline services.

‘This ‘in principle’ agreement 

ensures island communities 
will stay connected, provides 
best value for the taxpayer and 
makes the service sustainable.

‘Our focus has been on sup-
porting people living on these 
islands; we have worked hard to 
get to this stage.’

HASL director, George Cor-
mack, said: ‘I am really happy 
we have come to a mutual 
agreement and we look forward 
to continuing to deliver a high 
level of service.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Matty vows to help earthquake victims 
OBAN CHEF CAUGHT UP IN TERROR AND HEARTBREAK OF NEPAL PLANS A MERCY MISSION. LOUISE GLEN REPORTS

A CHEF from Oban, who was 
caught up in the Nepalese earth-
quakes, has vowed to return to 
the devastated Himalayan coun-
try with aid from Argyll.

Matty Braidwood, 39, will take 
‘as much help’ as possible when 
he returns to the ravaged country 
in June. 

He is asking for £1 from every 
person in Oban to make ‘a world 
of a difference to ’quake victims’. 

Matty was in Nepal late last 
month, on the ‘trip of a lifetime’ 
while coming to terms with the 
loss of both his parents, Mabel 
and John Braidwood of Coe 
Gardens, who died within three 
months of each other last year.

After trekking for 21 days 
through the Nepalese coun-
tryside, Matty found himself 
‘dangerously ill from a snakebite’  
and ended up in hospital for two 
days.

Shortly after he was discharged, 
on April 25, a massive earth-
quake reduced much of Nepal 
to a heap of rubble, killing more 
than 8,000 people and injuring  
approximately 20,000.

Matty said: ‘I was at the five 
star Yak and Yetti hotel speaking 
to a man when there was massive 
bang and then deadly silence. 
The building began to shake like 
jelly.

‘I couldn’t run because the 
snakebite had given me a gammy 
leg. I stood under an archway 
and watched buildings falling all 
around me. People were carrying 

dead bodies wrapped in blankets 
along the street. There was dev-
astation everywhere.

‘I finally got back to my hotel to 
discover that my possessions had 
been looted from my room – and 
the hotel was not safe to sleep in. 

‘The first night I slept in the 
garden of the hotel alongside 
around 50 hotel staff who had 
nowhere else to go. 

‘A young baby boy who was 
without his parents was passed 
amongst people to soothe him.

‘We slept for three nights in 
the garden. There was chaos 
everywhere. 

‘At one point the next day, I 
was walking past a building that 
had fallen down and we could 
hear mumbling coming from 

underneath. We called for help, 
and later that morning a man in 
his 50s was rescued.’ 

Matty found his way to the 
British Embassy on Tuesday 
morning. British citizens were 
offered flights back to the UK at 
a cost of £600. 

‘Staff wanted people out the 
country as quickly as possible 
saying they were at risk of con-
tracting typhoid or cholera. 

Matty said: ‘Many people had 
to be left behind because they 
could not afford the cost of the 
flight. The plane left half empty.

‘On the way home, fellow 
passengers and I decided to do 
something to raise money. 

‘We plan to climb Ben Nevis on 
May 30. We will raise money to 
send aid through UNICEF and 

I will also be raising money to 
support some of the grass roots 
projects my friends are involved 
in.’ 

The projects Matty will work 
with are on Facebook as ‘Pure 
Land Expeditions’ and ‘Dona-
tions for Nepal’.

He said: ‘Ten pounds will feed 
a family of four for one whole 
month, £20 will build a tempo-
rary shelter for two, £30 will 
build a temporary shelter for two 
plus toilets and £100 will shelter 
a village of 20.’

Matty will be in the Oban Tesco 
store this Saturday, May 15, be-
tween 10am and 6pm to provide 
more information about his 
fundraising schemes. He is also 
planning to place collection box-
es in various shops and garages.

VICTIMS: children wander through the rubble of ruined homes

DEVASTATION: people search for survivors

BEFORE THE CATASTROPHE: Matty during his 21-day trek in Nepal

IMPORTANT DONATION: 
Matty wants £1 from everyone

Mother cleared of 
causing fatal crash 
as sheriff upholds
‘no case to answer’

A MAN died after his motor-
cycle collided with a car on 
Saturday on the A82, north of 
Tyndrum.

The accident happened 
around 11.30am when the bike 
ridden by James O’Hara, 47, 
from West Lothian, and an Alfa 
Romeo car collided.

The passenger of the car was 
rushed to hospital where his 
condition was described as 
‘critical’. The road was closed 
for several hours.

Police Sergeant Roddy Mac-
Millan, of the Trunk Road Polic-
ing unit in Stirling, said:   ‘This 
is the second such collision in 
recent weeks involving a motor 
cycle.  We will continue to carry 
out high visibility patrols in the 
area.’

Anyone who may have wit-
nessed the collision is asked to 
contact Police Scotland on 101.

Crofting convener 
resigns position

West Highland Gas Ltd
Unit 33,  
Ben Nevis Industrial Estate, 
Fort William, Highland, PH33 6PR

Tel: 01397 701414

Lochy Caravans of Fort William 
are no longer an authorised 
Calor dealership, however, we 
are pleased to announce that 
West Highland Gas Ltd are 
available for all your cylinder 
and LPG appliance needs.

AN OBAN woman has been acquitted of causing 
death by careless driving after a sheriff ruled she 
could not be blamed for a tragic accident.

Veronica MacKenzie, aged 33, of Hazeldean 
Crescent, was driving a Vauxhall Vectra on 
August 1 2013 when it skidded on the A85 near 
Connel, and collided with another car.

As result of the accident, her partner Vincent 
Kennedy, 32, a front seat passenger, was killed 
and 74-year-old Mary Gillies of Claggan near 
Fort William, a rear seat passenger in the other 
car, also died.

On Tuesday, a jury at Oban sheriff court heard 
MacKenzie, who denied the charge, was herself 
seriously injured and in a coma for 15 days and 
had ‘no recollection of the day on which the colli-
sion took place’. Her son James MacKenzie, now 
16, was a passenger in the back seat along with his 
brother and sister.

He told the court that his mother had been 
driving at 40mph as they came round the left-
hand bend just before the junction with Old Shore 
Road: ‘The back end of the car slid out as we were 
coming down the hill and my mother tried to 
correct it, but we slid the other way and slid down 
the hill into the oncoming car.’

The other driver, Nuala Morris, 55, a retailer 
from Nairn, had been on a day out with three oth-
ers in Oban and was heading to Fort William just 
after 6pm when she saw MacKenzie’s car coming 
towards her. ‘It came round the bend and I was 
immediately aware it was out of control because it 
was ‘fishtailing’,’ she said.

The road was wet at the time of the accident.
The court heard Transport Scotland had in-

spected the road in 2010, 2012 and 2013, after the 
accident, and had found it to be ‘severely deficient’ 
when it came to skid resistance.

Upholding a ‘no case to answer’ submission by 
defence lawyer Steve Love, Sheriff Ruth Ander-
son QC, acquitted MacKenzieand dismissed the 
jury.

COURT REPORTER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

THE CONVENER of the Croft-
ing Commission has stepped 
down following a vote of no 
confi dence among her fellow 
commissioners.

Susan Walker, who is mar-
ried to a Skye crofter and is 
co-author of a report, the 
State of Crofting in Camu-
scross, resigned at the end of 
last week as both convener 
and commissioner.

She was one of three ap-
pointed by the Scottish gov-
ernment when the Crofting 
Commission, which regulates 
crofting, was set up in 2012, 
with six other commissioners 
voted for by crofters.

Cash given to lead 
Lyme’s research
NHS Highland and the Universi-
ty of the Highlands and Islands 
are to receive grants totalling 
£182,500 from the European 
Space Agency to lead research 
into Lyme disease. 

Caused by tick bites, reports 
of Lyme disease have increased 
tenfold in Scotland over the 
past decade.

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com
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Welfare season kicks 
off  with a bang

Shearer fi res          
his arrows straight
and true

Disappointing end to a ‘brilliant’ 
season for Fort
William FC
IT WAS a disappointing end to a 
‘brilliant’ season for Fort William 
as they went down 3-2 to Fraser-
burgh at home on Saturday. 

James Whyte scored an early 
goal putting the hosts in the lead 
at Claggan but by half time the 
Aberdeen-shire side had equal-
ised through a Fort own-goal 
before a Grant Noble goal put the 
visitors ahead after five minutes 
of the second half. 

But just five minutes later 
Whyte scored his second of the 
day sparking hopes the Fort could 
take their share of the points. But 
a 63rd minute Steven Davidson 
goal meant Fraserburgh took all 

RUNNERS from all over the UK 
joined locals for the annual road 
to the isles half marathon and 
walk on the wild side.

Lee Muir from West Lothian 
took first place, finishing the 
Beasdale to Mallaig half mara-
thon in one hour, 16 minutes and 
26 seconds last Sunday (May 2).

A trio, Drew Pollock, Stevie 
Hards and Kyle Ingram, from 
Cambuslang and Mallaig won 
the team race in one hour, 34 
minutes and 59 seconds.

Walk on the wild side was 
won by Ian Donaldson from 
Stenhousemuir in two hours, 54 
minutes and 58 seconds. 

Half marathon results - Men: 1 
Lee Muir, West Lothian, 1:16:26; 
2 Derek Brines, Erskine, 1:35:09; 
3 Neil Richardson, Glasgow, 
1:36:32. Ladies: 1 Karen Moore, 
Glasgow, 1:43:37; 2 Jenny 

Left:
Upper 
Achintore, 
winners of the 
primary four 
and fi ve section 
20_f20rugby01 

VOTING closes in less than 
three weeks for a competition 
which could see the proposed 
new Lochaber indoor sport 
centre receive £25,000.

The funding from Aviva insur-
ance company will be awarded 
to the community initiative with 
the most votes and could be the 
cash boost needed to ensure the 
centre goes ahead. 

To be built next to Lochaber 
high school, the covered 3G 
pitch will be used for a variety of 
sport all year round. 

Vote online at https://commu-
nity-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/
project/view/1552/. 

THE LOCHABER welfare 
league kicked off with a bang as 
Caol United beat Nevis Range 
8-0 in the first game of the 
season. 

It has been an unsuccessful 
start for the young Nevis Range 
team who also went down 8-1 to 
Lochaber last week. 

Mallaig also picked up their 
first three points after securing 
a narrow 3-2 victory against 
Lundavra last Tuesday night. 

This week, the Volley were set 
to play Nevis Range on Tuesday, 
Mallaig welcomed Caol United 
on Wednesday and Lundavra 
face the Volley tonight (Thurs-
day) before Lochaber versus 
Ballachulish tomorrow (Friday). 

The league continues next 
week, along with the first round 
of the John Baird memorial cup. 

League standings, as of 
Monday May 11: 
Team                 Played     Points
Caol united 1 3
Lochaber 1 3
Mallaig   1 3
Lundavra 1 0
Nevis Range 2 0
The Volley 0 0
Ballachulish 0 0

PAUL Shearer beat Duncan 
Carmichael 3-0 in the week eight 
final of the Tradewinds darts 
league. 

Semi finalists were Lewis 
Birrel and John Matheson. 
180s were hit by Matheson and 
Carmichael. 

The Tradewinds teams were 
also crowned winners of the 
Lochaber inter-pub darts, pool 
and poker competition between 
Tradewinds, the Lochy and the 
Volunteer Arms.

The Jim Whyte memorial 
singles competition will be held 
in Tradewinds bar, Corpach, 
from 1.30pm, including a 
consolation singles and ‘out of 
the hat’ doubles. 

League standings: 
   Name               Points

1   John Matheson  46
2  Darren Sutherland 45
3  Paul Shearer  41
4  Duncan Carmichael 38
5  Martyn Cameron 26
6= Lewis Birrel  23
6= Robbie McFadyen 23
8 Ross MacKenzie 20
9 Alex MacInnes  17
10 Davy Neil  16
11 Michael Slezas  12
12= Stevie Clydesdale  9
12= Marc MacDonald  9
14 John Woods   6
15 Martin Cuthbertson  3
16 Brian Barbour   2

Voting closes in 
three weeks

ON FIRE: James Whyte, who scored twice for Fort William, takes on Fraserburgh’s Cameron Buchan 20_f20football01 

TOP MAN: man of the match Andrew MacPherson with Cyril MacPhee, left, and Donald MacPhee of 
match sponsors Nodram decorators 20_f20football02

three points meaning they finish 
fifth in the Highland league. 

Despite a disappointing final 
game, Fort manager Calum 
MacLean said the Claggan side’s 
13th place finishing spot marks a 
‘brilliant’ end to the season. 

Better team
He said: ‘I was disappointed 

to lose the last game especially 
because the boys played so well 
in the first half but Fraserburgh 
were the better team in the sec-
ond half and they deserved the 
win. 

‘We have had a brilliant season 
and I’d like to thank all involved 
with Fort William football club. 
Everyone played a part and it was 
the hard work of all involved that 
made it happen.’ 

MacLean is hoping the success 

will continue next season but 
knows it won’t be easy, particu-
larly with the loss of two key 
players as James Whyte is moving 
to Dubai and Willie Gemmell is 
leaving because of family com-
mitments. 

MacLean said: ‘We’ve set a 
precedent now so it’s going to 
be harder next season and they 
[Gemmell and Whyte] will be a 
big, big loss but we just need to 
get some new players in and keep 
doing what we’ve been doing.’

This has been the Fort’s highest 
Highland league finish in 24 
years, since they took 12th place 
in the 1990/91 season. 

The 52 league goals scored since 

July last year is the third highest 
in the Claggan side’s 30-year 
Highland league history, only 
beaten by the 76 goals scored in 

1990/91 when current manager 
MacLean was in the squad and 
scored 33, and the 59 scored in 
1989/90.

The 27 points gained is also the 
most in one season since 1994/95 
and the eight wins this season 
was last achieved in 1995/96. 

Jackson, Kilwinning, 1:51:20; 3 
Corine Jack, Aberdeen, 1:51:42. 
Teams: 1 Drew Pollock, Stevie 
Hards and Kyle Ingram, Cam-
buslang and Mallaig, 1:34:59; 2 
Dana Griffen and Stuart Griffen, 
Morar, 1:47:18; 3 Mairi Morri-
son, Duncan Bidulph and Brian 
O’Rourke, Arisaig and Mallaig, 
1:48:57. 

Walk on the wild side results 
- Men: 1 Ian Donaldson, Sten-
housemuir, 2:54:58; 2 Alex Ken-
nedy, Morar, 3:05:27; 3 George 
Alec Coull, Mallaig, 3:34:30. 
Ladies: 1 Morag Fothergill, 
Morar, 3:24:33; 2 (joint) Marina 
Muir, Inverness, and Marina 
Muir, Mallaig, 3:29:35; 3 Grace 
Coull, Mallaig, 3:30:56. 

Road to the isles and 
walk on the wild side

AthleticsMORE than 300 pupils from 
22 schools across Lochaber 
took part in this year’s inter-
school rugby competition. 

In the primary competition 
all four combined teams 
from Ardgour and Acharacle 
made the semi-finals but were 
knocked out, leaving Upper 
Achintore to emerge victorious 
against Caol in the primary 
four and five final.

Upper Achintore also made 
it to the primary six and seven 
final but were pipped to the 
post by Mallaig. 

Mallaig was also successful 
in the high school event at the 
Lochaber rugby club grounds 
last Wednesday as both teams 
from the school met two 
Ardnamurchan teams in the 
semi finals, dismissing their 

opponents to make it an all 
Mallaig final. 

Pauline Donaldson of 
Lochaber rugby club said: ‘The 
standard of rugby from all 
teams that took part today was 
extremely high. All the schools 
that took part should be proud 
of all of their players. Well 
done to all.’ 

The winning schools received 
trophies, rugby balls and tag 
belts from event sponsors 
Sportsafe UK. 

Active schools co-ordinator 
Bridget Thomas thanked 
referees, rugby club volunteers 
and school staff for their 
support in running the event. 

Inter-school tournament 
held in Lochaber

Right:
Mallaig, 

winners of 
the primary 

six and seven 
tournament 
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, May 14, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.30 3.4 08.37 1.2 15.01 3.2 20.59 1.0
Fri 03.25 3.7 09.35 0.9 15.47 3.5 21.57 0.8
Sat 04.12 3.8 10.24 0.7 16.27 3.7 22.48 0.6
Sun 04.55 4.0 11.08 0.6 17.06 3.9 23.35 0.5
Mon 05.36 4.0 11.50 0.5 17.46 4.0  **.**  *.*
Tues 00.21 0.5 06.15 4.0 12.32 0.5 18.24 4.0
Wed 01.05 0.6 06.54 3.9 13.12 0.6 19.02 3.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Sunny
 Winds moderate east south easterly
 Temperatures 7°C to 13ºC.
Friday Light rain
 Winds moderate souh south westerly
 Temperatures 8°C to 11ºC.

Weekend Sunshine and showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds strong westerly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 10ºC.

WEATHER

FRIDAY

14
10

9
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