
Established 1861  No 7942 Thursday, May 14, 2009 www.obantimes.co.uk 75 pence

FORT WIL&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

Argyll mourns two ‘great
guys’ lost in barge tragedy

Sculpture:
Oban
Forward
backs off

Estate
‘falling
around
tenants’

Pair ‘overcome by fumes’

THE GROUP behind a 
proposal to erect a 50-foot 
sculpture on Pulpit Hill 
in Oban has said it is not 
under consideration at the 
moment.

A spokesman for Oban 
Forward this week said the 
group’s current remit was to 
undertake ‘do-able’ short-
term projects and added that 
the Oban sculpture was ‘not 
something we are looking at 
just now.’

He said: ‘We are 
concentrating on projects 
that don’t involve major 
expenditure.

‘It is our intention that 
next year we will have a 
sustainable income to allow 
us to carry out our projects 

the area.
‘In the medium-term 

we want to attract small 
businesses to Oban and next 
year we want to organise 
a two-day seafood festival 
with celebrity chefs and 
create a festival atmosphere 
in the town.

‘We want to make sure 
that all locals and business 
people are on board.’

• Sculpture idea splits 
town – see page 3. 

TRIBUTES have been made to two 
Argyll fathers with young families who 
lost their lives in an industrial accident 

on Monday.
Work colleagues Rab MacDonald, 

aged 45, from Appin, and Maarten Den-
Heijer, aged 30 from Oban, died after 
falling unconscious on board the barge 
at Scottish Sea Farms’ South Shian 
site.

Islands General District Hospital and 
was released from hospital on Tuesday.

Fire and rescue engines from Oban 

breathing apparatus went down into the 
barge’s hold and retrieved the three men, 
who they were told had been overcome 
by fumes. 

Mr MacDonald, who leaves behind 
a wife and two children, aged 13 and 
11, was a cornerstone of the Appin 
community.

Positive
Appin doctor Iain McNicol said: 

‘There are so many positive things to 
say about Rab. He was one of those 
guys who got things done.

‘He ran the primary school football 
in the village, gave excellent speeches 
at the Burns’ nights and was a leading 
light in the drama group. Everyone 
looked forward to his plays, as they 
were so full of life and humour.

‘He had been organising a fundraising 
quiz for this Friday and had also been 

‘However, he was very much a family 
man and was very proud of them. The 
whole community is here to support 
them.’

Mr Den Heijer, whose brother Ian 
works at the same site, had a six-month-
old son and a young daughter. 

A colleague of both men said: ‘Maarten 
was a really nice big guy. He sometimes 
worked as a bouncer but was as soft as 
could be. Rab was a great guy and well-
liked.

‘Everyone is just shocked by this. 
Rab, as site manager, was one of the 
most safety-conscious guys I’ve met and 
Maarten was also very experienced.’

Mr MacDonald had been a volunteer 

half mast on all stations for three days 

funeral.
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue’s 

Technical Support Unit was at the scene 
on the evening of the accident to take air 
samples to test for poisonous fumes or 
any gas that was injurious.

A spokeswoman for Scottish Sea 
Farms said: ‘Our immediate concern and 
condolences are for the families affected 
by this tragic accident.’

A report will be sent to the procurator 

Health and Safety Executive

Report by EUAN PATERSON
and MARIAN MILLER

Robert MacDonald: ‘Guy who got 
things done.’ t20rob02

Raymond Law, right, and Oban Forward’s 

Oban Times slip where cruise ship
t20welcome01

OBAN has a new cruise 
ship and town ambassador 
to welcome the thousands 
of passengers that come off 
the visiting liners into the 
town.

Oban Forward, which is 
behind the idea of having 
someone to welcome the 
passengers disembarking 
at The Oban Times slip, 
was delighted to announce 
this week that former 

to take up the post.
Raymond, who is well-

known in and around the 
town, will be on hand to 
welcome people coming off 
the dozen or so cruise ships 
that drop anchor in the bay 
over the summer months.

who is also on the Oban 
Forward group, said: ‘As 
soon as it was mentioned, 
literally everyone came up 
with the same person for 
the job.

Knowledge
‘The total number of 

passengers on the cruise 
ships is slightly over 9,000 

and while around 50 per 
cent leave the town by coach 
the rest of the passengers 
– and crew – ferry on and 
off the ship, walking round 
the town, looking for local 
attractions; what better way 
to assist them than with 
someone who has a wealth 
of local knowledge.’

Raymond said: ‘Although 
it is an informal position, I 
will be taking it seriously.’

appear in the bay in the 
next couple of weeks.

Former policeman is uniform
choice as town ambassador 

A NEW uniform policy that 
comes into place in August at 
Oban High has come under 

At the start of the new 
school year a strict policy on 
shirts and ties and more formal 
trousers, skirts and footwear 
will come into being for the 
1000-plus pupils.

The education authority and 
parent council say that parents, 
pupils and staff were widely 
consulted and the majority 
voted in favour of shirts and 
ties.

But some parents are unhappy 
with the expense involved 
in replacing the uniform and 
others say they were unaware 
of the consultation.

‘I will be dumping about 
£60 worth of clothing,’ said 

one mother of two boys.
‘I think it is nothing to do 

with learning. I tried to take 
part in the survey but it was 
so cumbersome online that it 
took about 30 minutes to do,’ 
said another parent who has 
one son at the school.

‘I didn’t know anything 
about it,’ said yet another 
parent. ‘I spent about £80-£100 
in school uniform last year and 
that’s going to waste. I didn’t 
know we could go online.’

Another parent with two boys 
at the school said: ‘Everything 
is going to have to be changed 
for two and it is going to cost 
me a lot of money. I buy about 
two each of the sweatshirts 
and also bought clothes last 

year. I am not looking forward 
to trying to persuade them to 
wear it.’

Jane Brunton, chairman 
of Oban High School Parent 

together the questionnaire, 
said: ‘It was promoted heavily 
to all parents; it was in two 
newsletters and texts from the 
school and on the website.

Majority
‘Separately the school asked 

the children for their opinion. 
It went to the majority vote 
which came out slightly ahead 
with a shirt and tie.’

She said the issue had been 
discussed early in the school 
year because of the cost 
implications.

Head teacher Peter Bain 

said: ‘The new uniform was 
voted for by parents, pupils 
and staff we are moving away 
from the sweatshirts and tops 
and moving back to a shirt and 
tie rolling out in August. I’m 
all for consistency so there will 
not be any sweatshirts or polo 
tops.’

A statement from Argyll and 

ran for more than nine weeks 

efforts on the part of the school 
to engage parents in this 
consultation, a limited number 
responded. In total the school 
received 569 replies – 179 

308 of the 569 were supportive 
of a change to shirt and tie.’

Parents upset at cost of school uniform change
By MARIAN MILLER

RESIDENTS on the Soroba 
estate in Oban are up in arms 
over lack of repairs to their 
homes – claiming falling 
roughcasting could seriously 
injure children.

• Full story on page 5

50ft sculpture?
Your views
page 3 and page 10

Oban estate ‘collapsing 
around tenants’
page 5
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Beachd Ailein

A MULL teenager who was involved 
in an assault on a man in Tobermory’s 

Appearing at Oban Sheriff Court last 
week for sentencing, Kyle Livingstone, 
aged 17, was given no time to pay the 

part in the assault, punching and 

kicking, along with two others on June 
21 last year after the victim had shown 
an interest in the girlfriend of a cousin 

The incident was described in 
court as a ‘scrap between boys’ but 
Livingstone was ‘not in a position 

pending a court date being set for 

is demanding an urgent 
investment into Caledonian 
MacBrayne’s (CalMac) 

The MP was speaking after 
a leading transport consultant 
Paul Finch claimed that the 

last ferry review had 
recommended replacing one 
ferry a year, yet the Scottish 
government has only got 
plans for the Islay ferry to be 

will not be able to deliver 
the service that our island 
and peninsula communities 

needs
investment
says MP

Mull eagles 
on tour
MULL’S eagles have been 
making a tour of the world 
– with sightings in America 

However,  the huge raptors 

made by cameraman Gordon 

follows the fortunes of the 
island’s birds and other 
wildlife such as dolphins, 
minke whales and basking 

Visitors to Mull can catch 
the only organised sightings 
of the birds while they are 
still with chicks on the nest 

Island
cultures
festival

rubber stamped A Festival 

following on from the 
success of the Homecoming 

The year-long festival 
– a partnership between 
Argyll and Bute, Orkney, 
Shetland, the Western 
Isles, North Ayrshire and 
Highland Councils, will see 
a celebration of islands and 

It is hoped that long-term 
links can be made between 
the islands as well as 
promoting each one of them 

Guides raise 
cash
GUIDES from Seil, Easdale 
and Luing came up with a 
tropical way of raising cash 
– and their efforts even made 

Kilbrandon Guides ran a 
tropical island café serving 
up fresh fruit smoothies 
alongside more traditional 
fare to meet a world-wide 

from Skye have just returned 
from a trip to the Eden 
Project in Cornwall which 
they won in a Highland-

Shaw, Nicola Stevenson and 

with their teacher, Lisa 
Stephen, to the Eden Project 

of the Big Green Challenge 
competition which focused 

The domes of the Eden 
Project, located in rural 
Cornwall, make up the 
world’s largest greenhouse 
and house a huge number 
of plant species in specially 

c l i m a t e - c o n t r o l l e d 

The Portree girls were 
given a personal guided 
tour by Eden expert, Mark 
Paterson, before enjoying a 
day roaming around the vast 

Fantastic

had a fantastic time in 

great day out at the project 
– it really brought home the 
fantastic variety of plants 
we have on earth, and how 
we should do everything we 

‘The competition has led 
the girls to learn so much 
about renewable energy 

and the steps we can all 
take to reduce our carbon 

great opportunity for them to 
boost their public speaking 

Portree made it to the grand 

was held at the Scottish 
parliament in Edinburgh 
at the end of January, but 
were beaten at the last stage 
of a close competition by a 

Organised by Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, 
the challenge is a debating 

third-year pupils from 
across the region, focusing Portree debaters Rebecca Shaw, Nicola Stevenson and Nicole 

Robertson enjoyed a trip to the Eden Project in Cornwall.

Portree prizewinners explore Garden of Eden

island admitted that high altitudes 
nearly thwarted his fundraising 

Gordon Scott set off on April 
9 to climb up from the Nepalese 
city of Lukla up to the Everest 

the expedition, he predicted that 
altitude, not a factor in his training 

‘It was the hardest thing I’ve 

for how altitude affects you,’ said 

team had good days and bad days 

Only dogged determination kept 

Despite the impact of high 
altitudes he described the journey 

saw wonderful sights, mountains 
which in their grandeur, sheer size 

‘I was astonished when I got to 

there are currently more people 

Tiree!’

charity which works with deaf 

The lofty peaks of the Himalayas were a far cry from Tiree for 
Gordon Scott. 

Tiree man treks to 
Everest Base Camp 

roads on the Isle of the Mull this year 
than anywhere else in Oban, Lorn and the 

Argyll and Bute Council’s area 

in Argyll and Bute, for reconstructing and 

Tobermory
Councillors agreed last week that 

‘I am delighted that we have got a 
big percentage of the money,’ said Mull 

however, was not happy that none of the 

‘None of the money is being spent in 

Oban and our roads are rapidly catching 

Chairman and council spokesman 
on transportation Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre reassured the committee that 
there was a good reason for not spending 

‘There are certain roads in Oban that 
require to be maintained and repaired but 
there are quite a lot of works that need 
to be done on the side streets by utility 

Argyll Square and along the Esplanade to 
the Corran Halls should, after a four-year 
wait, be resurfaced this coming winter by 

Members also agreed to spend 

Mull to 
get lion’s 
share of 
tar money

TOILETS ON Tobermory Main Street, 
closed to the public last year, may be re-

The public toilets shut last year due 

Council asked users to walk to a new 
facility in the town’s car park where the 
council has a service agreement with 
Tobermory Harbour Association for 
public use of the state-of-the-art toilets as 

But a group set up to oppose the closure, 
called Convenient Tobermory, last week 
took its plans to keep the loos open to 

The group has said it will take over the 
maintenance, running, servicing, security 
and utility costs if the council supports 

Tobermory councillor Gordon 

Chalmers told the meeting estimated 

year and that a charge would be made for 
using them to help cover those costs as 
well as fund-raising and support from the 

After Councillor Chalmers left the 
meeting, Councillor Duncan MacIntyre 
raised concern that the council would 
shoulder the costs if the group did not 

commitment the council will make is to 

met by the group,’ said Bill Weston, senior 

A Tobermory resident, who did not 

main street drew many complaints due 

Group bids to re-open Mull’s ‘basic’ loos

McKechin MP, visited Lewis last 
week as part of a series of visits to 

Mrs McKechin, parliamentary 
under-secretary of state for 
Scotland, heard from local people 
about the issues of concern to them 
which are the responsibility of the 

speech at the 29th annual assembly 
of the Conference of Peripheral 

An lanntair arts centre, Stornoway 
lasr Thursday, Mrs McKechin 
visited Carloway before meeting 
with companies in Shawbost, 

A BOTTLE of whisky 
from an Islay distillery’s 

auction this month, with 
proceeds going to island 

Kilchoman Distillery, 
Islay’s newest distillery, 

But for its open day 

Islay Festival of Malt 
and Music, the distillery 
is auctioning off a unique 

Managing director 

‘We are looking forward 
to welcoming people 
from all over the world 
through the doors of 
Kilchoman Distillery 

‘We are delighted 
to auction the limited 
edition bottle of our very 

Kilchoman Distillery 
have announced that they 
is accept telephone and 

cask will be auctioned off. 

First bottle from ‘new’   
Islay distillery to be 
auctioned for island  charity

’S fhada bho nach do chòrd oidhche cho math rium 
’s a rinn feasgar Dihaoine seo chaidh ’s mi aig ceilidh 

ann am bliadhna bho bhuannaich Ceana Chaimbeul 
Bonn Òr a’ Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich, agus le aithne 
air na tha Ceana air a dhèanamh bhon uairsin, an 
dà chuid dhan  Ghàidhlig ’s a ceòl agus dha cliù 
an Eilein Sgitheanaich, bha rùn aig Urras an Eilein 
spèis a nochdadh dhith le cuirm ciùil shònraichte na 

Tilleadh dhachaigh dha cuid de theaghlach 
Sheùmais Chaluim Sheùmais agus dha mòran 

Moireasdan a’ seinn innte a-rithist an dèidh còrr air 

turas a ghabh mi cathair cuirme an sin còrr air dà 
fhichead bliadhn’ air àis ann an cuideachd Iain 
‘Cordavox’, agus nach b’ iomchaidh a mhac-cèile 

Agus tilleadh dhachaigh ciùil Gàidhlig cuideachd, 
oir ’s fhada on latha bho nach cualas a leithid ann 
an Talla Dhùn Bheagain agus Còisir an t-Sratha na 
mheasg, agus nach bu mhisneachail gun robh an talla 
làn de luchd èisteachd a shiubhail fad is farsaing 

b’ urrainn a bhith ann chaidh an cèilidh a chraoladh 

mi creidsinn nach robh a leithid de phrògram aca 

Mar a tha an sean-fhacal ga chur ’s i  “glòir nan 
càirdean as mìlse na mhil”, agus a bharrachd air a’ 
bhonn eireachdail a chaidh a thoirt dhith tha mi ’n 
dòchas gun d’ fhuair Ceana iomadh cuimhneachan 

an eisimpleir seo dha Gàidheil a bhith a’ cur luach 
air gnìomhan chàch a chèile agus taing phoblaich 

toirt teisteanais gu math searbh air nàdar an t-sluaigh 
gu a bhith a’ càineadh, agus nach bu mhath gum 
bitheamaid a’ dearbhadh le gnìomh nach eil sin fìor 

There was a memorable homecoming cèilidh 
in Dunvegan last Friday, and I hope the capacity 
audience in the village hall and the many hundreds 
listening on Cuillin FM enjoyed the event as much 
as I did.

This was a testimonial event promoted by 
Skye cultural charity Urras an Eilein for Skye 
singing legend Kenna Campbell, marking the 50th 
anniversary year of her gold medal win at the 
Dundee Mod of 1959, and in recognition of her 
enormous contribution to the Gaelic language and 
music since then. 

Kenna was presented with a beautiful replica 
gold medal, but I am sure that she will also have 
many long and happy memories of the superb Gaelic 
music, the like of which I am certain has not been 
heard in Dunvegan Hall for many years!

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell) 

Join Geoff Burch online in our 
free, virtual conference and 
find out how to keep your team 
focused during a recession.

What you say about 
the Virtual Conference 
series...
“These sessions are absolutely 
marvellous. To be able to grab 
a bite of lunch and attend a 
seminar without leaving my 
desk is second to none.”

Access the whole 
conference from your 
computer
Register on the 
Learningworks website today 
for your conference pack.

HOW TO 
MOTIVATE 
YOUR
TEAM IN A 
RECESSION

www.learning-works.co.uk
19 MAY 2009 12.30-1.30PM

WITH GEOFF BURCH,
BROADCASTER, WRITER AND 
RENOWNED BUSINESS GURU

FREE BUSINESS MASTERCLASS
REGISTER NOW!

Welcome aboard Paddle Steamer WAVERLEY in 2009 
& Sail back in time on one of the World’s greatest 

funnels, timber decks, gleaming varnish & brass!  See 

SKYE • INVERIE
SATURDAY MAY 30 Leave 12noon back 7.30pm
Steam past Ardnamurchan Point with views of the Lighthouse & 

£19 Or stay aboard for the spectacular cruise on Loch Nevis to the 

ISLE OF TIREE
MONDAY JUNE 1 Leave 12noon back 5.45pm

MULL • SKYE • INVERIE
SATURDAY MAY 30 Leave 10am back 9.30pm
Welcome aboard Waverley - sailing from Oban in 2009!  
Steam through the Sound of Mull & visit Tobermory £19.95 

Lighthouse & the Small Isles of Muck, Eigg & Rum. View 

Or stay aboard for the spectacular cruise on Loch Nevis to the 

SUNRISE CRUISE 
SUNDAY MAY 31 Leave 7am back 12.15pm
Spectacular early morning cruise sailing the peaceful waters 

FOUR LOCHS & A WHIRLPOOL
SUNDAY MAY 31 Leave 12.15pm back 5.30pm
Sail past the Isles of the Sea and cruise the four Lochs of 

EVENING SHOWBOAT 
SUNDAY MAY 31 Leave 5.30pm back 10pm
The band plays traditional Scottish music on this stunning 

ISLE OF TIREE
MONDAY JUNE 1 Leave 10am back 7.30pm

MULL OF KINTYRE via CORRYVRECKAN
TUESDAY JUNE 2 Leave 9am back 9.30pm

Whirlpool - view the islands of Jura, Islay & Gigha as you sail round 

CHILDREN: HALF FARE Under 5 FREE

Find out More & Book Online: www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk

from OBAN - North Pier

DON’T MISS your trip aboard the famous Paddle Steamer 
WAVERLEY 

4 DAYS 
ONLY!

Gift Aid it! 

BE SURE OF YOUR TICKETS
Tel: 0845 130 4647

You can also buy tickets from

Or Buy Your Tickets On Board When You Sail

Onboard: STEAM ENGINES•RESTAURANT•LOUNGES

from TOBERMORY Pier - Mull
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AN OBAN woman appeared 
in private at Oban Sheriff 
Court last week in connection 
with a serious assault on a 
man in the town.

Ann Marie Birnie, aged 38, 
made no plea or declaration 
and was committed for 
further examination.

Woman on
assault
charge

Teenager
punched
man
AN 18-year-old  youth, 

£200 at Oban Sheriff Court 
last week after admitting 
punching a man on the back 
of the head.

The court heard Saifoor 
Rahman, now of Cambridge, 
had been caught up in the 
meeting of two groups of 
youths in Oban in Station 
Square and Argyll Square in 
the early hours of August 9 
last year.

The accused had 
mistakenly believed that his 

AN OBAN drug addict 
injected himself with drugs 

a train in full view of other 
passengers with the needle 
sticking out of his arm.

Paul Nichol, aged 28, 
pleaded guilty at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week to 
breaching the peace and 
alarming people when he 
injected heroin or some other 
illegal drug into his arm on 
May 6 while travelling on 
the Glasgow to Oban train.

the needle still in his arm 

Nichol, whose address 
was given as Ty-an-More, 
Glenmore Road, Pulpit 
Hill, Oban, had his sentence 
deferred until May 26 for 
background reports and was 
remanded in custody.

Drug addict
injected in
front of
passengers

AN OBAN teenager told get 
a job by a sheriff returned 
to Oban Sheriff Court 
for sentencing last week 
having previously admitted 
assaulting a man.

Damian MacAulay, aged 
17, 10D Sinclair Drive, 
had admitted, along with 
a co-accused, carrying out 
an unprovoked attack on 
a man he did not know on 
November 16 last year in 
Oban’s George Street.

The court heard that since 
his last appearance MacAulay 
had obtained work as a day 

for the assault.

attack

Heroin user jailed for two months

CalMac
competition
winners

A PROPOSAL by Oban 
Forward group to erect a 50-
foot sculpture on Pulpit Hill 
has divided the community, 
some hailing it as an 
inspirational tourist attraction 
and others branding it a 
waste of money.

The suggested sculpture 

net, which would rival 
Gateshead’s Angel of the 
North, would cost around 
£1million – potentially 
available through arts grants 
– but would be Britain’s 
second highest piece of 
public art, behind the Angel 
itself, and potentially bring 
thousands of visitors to tthe 
area.

While almost everyone 
agrees Oban needs more 
for tourists to do, opinion 
is split over whether the 

Opinion is divided dramatically by bold idea for Pulpit Hill

50ft sculpture
splits the town

By EUAN PATERSON

way forward.

believes it would be good for 
the town.

‘It would give us another 
landmark, as well as 
McCaig’s Tower, which 
could be a popular tourist 

attraction,’ she said.
‘I used to run a bed and 

breakfast, and the town 
needs something else to drive 
visitors because the scenery 
and access to the Highlands 
and islands is not enough.

isn’t as large as it once was, 
I think the sculpture would 
also serve as a reminder of 
our heritage.’

David Smith, aged 68, 
from Devon, was visiting 
Oban last week on holiday.

‘I think anything that will 
bring tourists to the town is 
a good idea and I have no 
doubt that an impressive 50-
foot high sculpture would 
bring people in,’ he said.

‘The Angel of the North has 
been an enormous success 
but when it was proposed 
lots of people moaned and 
groaned about it. They have 
now changed their minds.

‘As a tourist, I come to 
see everything – not just the 
beautiful scenery.’

Frances Melville, a general 
assistant at Tesco in Oban, is 
excited by the idea.

‘People all over the 
country, and maybe Europe, 
would talk about it, which 
would really put Oban on 
the map.

‘Oban doesn’t have 
enough for tourists; it’s a 
tourist town – so why not 
give them something else 
new and exciting to see,’ she 
said.

‘There is plenty of room 
on the hill there and, while I 
think there may be opposition 
from the nearby residents, 
they need to remember the 
hill doesn’t belong to them, 
it belongs to everyone.’

However, as our letters 
page reveals, there is strong 
opposition to the sculpture 

– and not just from those 
living in the Pulpit Hill area 
– and some see it as a threat 
to the much-loved McCaig’s 
Tower.

Claire Hunter, who lives 
in Pulpit Drive, close to the 
proposed site, is against the 
proposal.

The 19-year-old said: ‘I 
don’t see the point in it. 
Older people come to Oban 
for the unspoilt scenery. 
What Oban needs is more 
to attract young visitors but 
I don’t think this sculpture 
will do that.’

Her work colleague Oban 

60, said: ‘Pulpit Hill has 
always been one of Argyll’s 

the proposed structure would 
enhance it.

‘McCaig’s Tower is an 
impressive enough landmark 
and people associate that 

with Oban.
‘We don’t have the same 

number of visitors to Oban 
that we used to but I don’t 
think a sculpture would 
change that. I would rather 
see the Esplande cleaned 
up.’

Retired consultant Dr 
Andy Henderson said he 
never really like the Angel 
of the North and believes 

to Oban from a sculpture of 
its own. ‘People know Oban 
because McCaig’s Tower is 
instantly recognisable,’ he 
said.

its services and the people 
who live there – not by a 
sculpture.

‘I’m not sure that, in this 
economic climate, it is 
suitable to spend that much 
money on a sculpture.’

• See letters page 10.

OBAN Forward, the group 
of community members and 
business people promoting 
and marketing Oban, have 
been given a grant of 
£3,000.

It had asked Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles Area Committee 

the improvements to the 
appearance of the town.

It is hoping to raise around 
£20,000 to buy everything 

from bunting and pennants to 
new benches and lighting to 
improvements at McCaig’s 

The lights and hanging 
baskets may be put up within 
the next fortnight.

Three of the committee, 
Roddy McCuish, Donald 
MacDonald and Neil 
Mackay, are on Oban 
Forward and did not take 

part in the decision.
Councillor Donald 

McIntosh said he felt it 
was important in this Year 
of Homecoming, with 
the Royal National Mod 

coming to town, that this 
work would add to ‘the 
pride we should have in 
Oban and would help build a 
sustainable tourism trade’.

Committee chairman 

Duncan MacIntyre was less 
comfortable about handing 
over what would be a quarter 
of the committee’s leisure 
development grants for the 

out of the £19,220 leaves not 
much to see through the rest 
of the year,’ he said.

‘Sometimes you have to 
speculate to accumulate,’ said 
Councillor Gordon Chalmers. 

‘This is an important year 
and an exception might be 
appropriate.

Councillor McIntosh 
agreed: ‘I know it is a high 
grant and we don’t normally 
give grants of that level but 
this is a vitally important part 
of the way forward in this 
town this year and I think 
Oban Forward are doing a 
great job.’

The members agreed 

with Councillor MacIntyre 
that £3,000 be given this 
month and that their case 
for the remaining £1,500 be 
reviewed at a later date.

A spokesman for Oban 
Forward said: ‘If everyone 
keeps their own part of Oban 
clean and tidy and work 
together to improve the 
town we can once more have 
Oban as one of Scotland’s 
top tourist towns.’ 

Improvements grant from council will help take Oban forward

TEN lucky Oban Times 
readers have won pairs of 
foot passenger tickets for 
Caledonian MacBrayne’s 
sailings between Oban and 
Craignure.
  They can pick up their 

at the Oban Ferry Terminal 
and should take along proof 
of identity.

The winners are: John 

Road, Campbeltown; Roddy 
J Bowie, 3 Ormiclate South, 
Uist; Rachel Rutherford, Burn 
Brae, Fidden, Fionnphort, Isle 
of Mull; Ivor Clark, 7 Airds 
Place, Oban; David Parlett, 
1 Whitebaulks Cottages, 
Beecraigs, Linlithgow, 
West Lothian;  Mrs I 
McConnachie, Sealladh-
Na-Mara, Carradale, Argyll; 

Feorlin Way, Gairlochhead; 

Place, Oban; Alastair 
MacLachlan, 27 Glenfyne 
Park, Ardrishaig, Argyll; R 

Darleith Road, Cardross.

Woman
accused of
supplying
heroin

AN OBAN man who 
pled guilty to possession 

has been jailed for two 
months.

Oban Sheriff Court 
heard on Monday that 
when police searched 
the home of William 

McConnell at 28 Nelson 
Road on November 8 
last year, they found the 
Class A drug on silver 

His defence agent, 
Stephen Macleod said the 
29 year old had admitted 

opportunity and had co-
operated with the police. 

However, Sheriff 
Douglas Small said 
because the accused had 
two previous convictions 
for drugs offences, he 
had ‘gone past the stage 

Spirit of the 
West pair 
will meet 
Nick Nairn

woman appeared in private 
at Oban Sheriff Court 
on Monday, on charges 
concerning the supply of 
heroin.

She made no plea or 
declaration and was 
remanded in custody. 

Oban Times 
readers have won the chance 
to meet Scotland’s best 
known chef Nick Nairn 
when he demonstrates the art 
of cooking at the inaugural 
Spirit of the West festival 
in the grounds of Inveraray 
Castle on Saturday and 
Sunday.

Mainscroft, the Meadows, 
Erskine, and Violet McNab, 

Cottages, Furnace, will also 
receive two weekend tickets 
to the festival and a signed 
copy of his cook book ‘Fish 
‘n’ Tips’.

Festival details – page 11. 

THE future of Argyll’s 
woodlands will be up for 
discussion in Oban next 
Wednesday, May 20. 

Members of the public 
are invited to drop into 
the Corran Halls between 

more about Argyll and Bute 
Council’s plan for the area’s 
forests and woodlands. Also 
on show will be the council’s 
plan for improving paths.

On the
right path

was indeed on the soft side – when his vehicle 
became stuck in a rising tide. 

Seil residents reported sightings of the 
submerged digger, a Hitachi 360 degree excavator 
worth many thousands of pounds, on Monday. 

The ground just north of Balvicar was being 
investigating on behalf of Balfour Beatty, 
contractors carrying out sewage works on the 
island for Scottish Water. 

A Balfour Beatty spokeswoman said: ‘The very 
nature of a ground testing procedure means that 
it is not uncommon to come across unforeseen 
conditions which could contribute to such an 
incident. We are in the process of mobilising 
recovery equipment to retrieve the machinery as 
quickly as possible.’ 

Last Thursday, a power cut on the islands of 
Seil, Easdale and Luing for eight hours was 
caused by a contract driver crashing into a pole 
carrying power.  

Yes, the ground is

Story by CHRISTINE McCARTNEY

• Do you have a 
story? Call The Oban 

Times reporters
on 01631-568000

MARY’S Meals may well be served up with the 
Oscar of the charity world.

The west coast’s international charity is up for 
the award at the Charity Awards in London on 
June 11. Mary’s Meals provides daily meals in 
school for more than 360,000 children in Africa, 
Asia, Latin America and Eastern Europe all from 
its base in Dalmally.

Dalmally charity nominated

Specialists will be in your area during the week 
commencing 25 May available to provide free and 
confidential valuations on items suitable for inclusion 
in our sales including our annual Scottish Sale. 

Items of particular interest include jewellery, silver, 
pictures, ceramics, glass, clocks, works of art, rugs, 
furniture, arms, books, coins, wine and whisky..

For more information or to arrange an appointment 
please contact Susan Bouwens on 0141 223 8866 or 
email susan.bouwens@bonhams.com 

Illustrated: An Art Deco diamond bracelet.
Sold for £18,000 in March 2009.

Bonhams
The Beacon
176 St Vincent Street
Glasgow G2 5SG
0141 223 8866
www.bonhams.com

An invitation to consign
Art & Antiques
Week beginning 25 May
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By LOUISE GLEN-LEE

Argyll MP’s costs are revealed 
– at no great expense
ARGYLL’S MP Alan Reid has among 
the lowest expenses in the country 
– despite having one of the biggest and 
most rural constituencies.

While other MPs are wriggling to 
justify outlandish expense claims Mr 
Reid was happy to openly discuss his 
claims with The Oban Times.

The MP spends an average two nights 
a week in London for 35 weeks of the 
year. Despite the hotel bill reaching up 
to £14,000 – other MPs central London 
housing costs are at least three times 

The MP’s main home is in Dunoon 
which the tax payer does not fund. He 
does have a second home in Cardross 
for use when he is in the south of his 
constituency.

He explains: ‘If I come off a late 

case that I cannot get back to Dunoon 

because of the ferry timetable so I 
spend the night in Cardross.

in Helensburgh or in the south of the 
constituency. Last weekend I was 
there for two nights but on average I 
spend between 50 and 70 nights in the 

‘The public purse pays the mortgage 

year, insurance and council tax at band 
D with a 90 per cent discount.

Cleaning
‘I claimed £60 for common cleaning 

for a household cleaner, gardening, 
furniture and I certainly do not have a 
Sky TV package.

‘Parliament needs to have sweeping 
reforms to update the system for 
claiming money as soon as possible.

within the rules to claim for expenses 
such as cleaning, furniture or house 
development that MPs would claim for 
it. It is the public purse after all.’

Alan Reid has put many of his
 fellow MPs to shame with his

reasonable expense claims. 

North Argyll forum girls and DJ Stuart Fraser. t20disco01

YOUNG teenagers fed up 
with a small minority of their 
peers spoiling under-18s 
discos by drinking alcohol 
have decided to organise 
their own ‘blue light’ discos.

North Argyll Youth Forum 
secretary Chelsea MacKay 
said: ‘We all wanted another 
disco but they were being 
spoilt because of under-age 
drinking.’

The forum members 
decided to organise their 
own but with safeguards 
to prevent any disruption 
from those who might want 
to drink or who had been 
drinking.

They approached the 
community safety sergeant 

Wilson and he agreed to 
provide a simple breathalyser 
at the door to the event to test 
those they were suspicious 

had been drinking. Angus 
MacPhail of Skipinnish 
agreed to let the youngsters 
use Skipinnish Ceilidh 
House in Oban as a venue 
and Stuart Fraser agreed to 
DJ.

what is hoped will be many 
successful S1-S4 age discos 
on Saturday night, with 
community youth workers 
on hand and Sergeant Wilson 
keeping a watchful eye on 
the door.

Sgt Wilson said: ‘We are 
trying to make it a safe 
environment, free from drink 
and drugs; we know that the 
majority of young people 
want to enjoy themselves 
without having to drink.

‘We cover the outside and 
make sure that is safe and 
no-one gets entry who has 
been drinking.’

Teenagers take a sober
approach to discos

A MOUNTAIN rescue team leader is 
demanding a shake up of emergency 

two different regions were called out 
to help two men trapped by a river – 
but were not allowed to enter the water 
because of safety regulations.

John Grieve and his Glencoe team 
were eventually summoned to rescue 
the campers, stranded on an island in 
the swollen River Etive, 45 minutes 

Mr Grieve said Glencoe MRT actually 

Kinlochleven, Tyndrum, Crianlarich 
and Killin reached the scene, because 
they had been mistakenly sent to the 

wrong location. He told The Oban 
Times: ‘The rescue involved walking a 
short distance through water that did 
not come up to your knees, and our 

called out when they are not allowed 
to enter the water. 

for us by a canoe club after we had 
rescued one of their members with a 
fractured back, and we have our own 
mobile boat. 

‘We are much better placed for fast 
river rescues. Time in the water is 
absolutely critical.’

He added: ‘We work well with the 

but what we are worried about is when 
an emergency service is called out, and 
we are only called out later.

‘I think there’s an absolute lack of 
clarity. 

command about who goes to a rescue. 
Whatever agency receives the 999 call 
seems to run with it.’

Highland and Islands Fire and 
Rescue Service head of operations 
Alan Clark told The Oban Times four 
crews were scrambled because the 999 
call from one of the trapped men to 

only the approximate location had 
been established.

SIXTEEN Lochaber primary 
seven pupils scaled the heights 

Fort William Rock Climbing 
Championships.

The event, at the Ice Factor in 
Kinlochleven, saw Fort William 

William, Inverlochy, Caol, 

primaries take part.
Climbers were marked out 

of 900 in the competition, 
organised by active schools 

with routes set out by Ice Factor 
instructor Guy Steven. Students 

Management course at Lochaber 
College UHI staffed qualifying 
heats in Lochaber Leisure 
Centre over four days in March 

Macdonald, 844; 3 Eilidh 
McArthur, 838.

Mr Steven said: ‘Everyone 
put in very strong efforts and 

It was a very sucessful event.’

A DRIVE to make Lochaber 
the micro renewable energy 
capital of Scotland is being 
hindered by prohibitively 
high costs, say campaigners.

Lochaber Environmental 
Group (LEG) has several 
members keen to progress 
small-scale hydro projects 
using small burns running 
across their land, but fears 
fees associated with applying 
for permission could put 
people off.

It is thought at least one 
entrepreneur in Lochaber 
has side-stepped legislation 
completely and gone ahead 
with a micro-hyroelectric 
plant, which he cannot make 
known in case he falls foul 
of the law.

Under current rules 
operators need a Water 
Environment (Controlled 
Activities) (Scotland) 
Regulations (CAR) 
licence from the Scottish 
Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA) to divert 
water for electricity 
production, no matter how 
small the source.

LEG member Robert 
Dunn, of Strontian-based 
Ardnamushrooms, told The
Oban Times he is planning 

a small burn on his land to 
power his home.

Mr Dunn’s 10-year-old son 
James was given the task of 

over six months, which 
measured an average of 10 
litres per second, enough 

A HIGHLAND community 
has been saddened by the 
sudden death of a teacher at 
Ardnamurchan High School.

The body of Tracey Munro, 
aged 47, was found in woodland 
near Resipole by members 
of Glencoe Mountain Rescue 
Team on Friday May 8.

A search had been launched 
after Mrs Munro went missing 
from her home near Resipole 
in Ardnamurchan on the 
afternoon of Thursday May 7.

Police say there do not 
appear to be any suspicious 

circumstances surrounding the 
death and that next of kin have 
been informed.

Mrs Munro joined 
Ardnamurchan High School 
as a business teacher in August 

statement said that Mrs Munro 

and did not return to teach at 

Discussions had been taking 
place with Mrs Munro to 
arrange a phased return.

Ardnamurchan High School 
head teacher Christopher Millar-

Craig said the community had 
been saddened by the news of 
Mrs Munro’s sudden death.
He said: ‘Mrs Munro suffered 
a long term illness which had 
prevented her from teaching 
at the school full-time since 

news. Our thoughts are with 
her family.’

Mrs Munro’s husband, 
Nicholas, was principal teacher 
of maths at the school until 

a teaching post in north-east 
Scotland.

Scalpay
could net up 
to 15 jobs
UP TO 15 jobs could be 
created on Scalpay with 
news that Marine Harvest 
Scotland plans to build a 
net servicing station on the 
island.

The company unveiled the 
plans following a massive 
increase in demand for net 
washing and repair as the 
aquaculture industry moves 
from steel cages to plastic 
pens. Marine Harvest alone 
has seen an increase in 
demand of 40 per cent in the 
last two years.

Harvest said: ‘It makes sense 

out this work locally using 
boats, rather than transporting 
the nets by road to Ayrshire. 
The development of a net 
service station at Scalpay 
would be good news for the 
environment and good news 
for the local economy with 
the creation of at least 15 
jobs.’

The plans would see nets 
transported from across the 
Hebrides and west coast to 
Scalpay for washing and 
maintenance and the creation 
of three extra jobs with 
Marine Harvest to operate 
the boats to transport the 
nets. The proposals would 
see a joint venture between 
Marine Harvest Scotland 
and Net Services Shetland.

Western Isles MSP Dr 
Alasdair Allan said: ‘Any 
measures which could bring 
much-needed work to this 
part of the islands would 
obviously be very welcome.

‘I have already spoken 
to the company about this 
plan and have also written 
to Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise.

‘While decisions have still 
to be made, and this deal 
is by no means completed, 
I welcome these positive 
developments.’ 

power the family home.
The Forestry Commission 

has agreed a management 
agreement with him to run a 
pipe over their land down to 
Mr Dunn’s home, the former 
Longrigg Manse.

currently developing an 
environmentally friendly 
smallholding at the seven-
acre Ranachan Glebe, fears 
Lochaber’s huge potential 
for micro hydro projects will 
remain largely undeveloped 
until fears over bureaucracy 
and cost are removed.

Mr Dunn told The Oban 
Times: ‘SEPA is currently 
wrestling with the problem 
of what to do with folk like 
myself who only want to set 
up very small schemes.

Cost
‘I know there are one or 

two individuals that have 
gone ahead and done their 
scheme without getting a 
CAR licence because of the 
cost.

‘There’s a chap who should 
be proud to show off his 
scheme, but he can’t because 
he has not got a licence. 

‘I do not have the option 
of going under the radar and 
breaking the law. 

‘If you bring in a consultant 
at a cost of £500 or £600 a 
day to write a report, you are 
talking about thousands. 

‘The cost is making people 
stop short and think twice 

about going ahead. SEPA 
should be bringing forward 
a scheme to support smaller 
projects, of which there 
could literally be thousands 
in Lochaber alone. 

The fact that SEPA is 
working towards a simpler 
system shows they are aware 

has to change.’  
A SEPA spokesperson said: 

‘We are required to recover 
the costs of regulation 
from applicants and licence 
holders, but it is important 
that our charging scheme 
does not act as a disincentive 
for small-scale energy 
generation.

‘The charges recover 
our costs of assessing the 
proposals, preparing and 
issuing licences, keeping 
records and reporting on 
performance and impact. 

‘Even small hydro 
generation schemes can 
have a substantial impact on 
the waterbody and require 
considered investigation 
to ensure no detrimental 
impacts.

‘The growing popularity of 
these schemes reinforces the 
need to carefully assess such 
activities.’

Small hydropower 
schemes primarily serving 
domestic properties or small 
communities and installed 
generating capacity less than 
100 kW of power will be 
subject to a simple licence 
application fee, currently 
£588, said SEPA.

Exclusive
By STEPHEN NORRIS

Boxing coach Charly Anderson gets one on the chin from two Upper Achintore primary school pupils. 

Lochaber boxing club packs a punch

Rock climbing winners at the Ice Factor.

Top climbers celebrate 

Lochaber
power plans 
held up

Team leader demands shake-up 
of emergency procedures

Community saddened by sudden death of teacher
package this summer after it was 
announced Gaelic media service 

Isles team heading to the NatWest 
Island Games. 

The biennial games will be held 

the world will be competing in 
15 sports. Around 70 athletes will 
represent the Western Isles in Åland 
in athletics, football, golf and 
swimming.

TV backs games 

PRIMARY school pupils in Lochaber 
weren’t pulling any punches this 
week during a visit to Lochaber 

The club is running a programme of 
taster sessions with Upper Achintore 
Primary School in Fort William the 
latest class to get in the ring with 
boxing coach Charly Anderson.

The club works with the area’s 

active schools co-ordinators to run 
the sessions which see the students 
get an idea of the rudiments of the 

programmes.
The sessions have been such a 

success that one of the youngest junior 

the sessions.
Co-organiser Shela Ryan said: ‘As a 

result of the taster sessions last year 
some of the youngsters got involved 
in the club. The ones that do come 
back really enjoy it.’

Anyone interested in joining the 
club, juniors, seniors or women, is 
asked to contact Charly Anderson on 
077489 60984.

High licence costs putting people off 
switching to micro renewable energy
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A FORMER soldier who 
served in Iraq stole a car after 
he claimed his sister was 
being harassed by the owner 
and then accidentally crashed 
it.

Kevin Gillan, aged 21, 
admitted stealing the car, from 
Laurel Road in Oban on April 

9, driving around Oban while 

and driving with no licence 
and with no insurance.

Oban Sheriff Court heard 

Elms, Villa Road, Oban, had 

He crashed it causing an 
estimated £1,800 worth of 
damage.

Tour
Defence agent Duncan 

Durbin said Gillan, who had 
served for four years in the 
army and did a tour in Iraq, 

after his sister received a 
number of threatening texts 
from the owner of the car. He 
didn’t intend to crash it.’

since leaving the army but had 
not been successful.

Sheriff Douglas Small 

said he thought Gillan would 

months on probation and 
ordered him to carry out 100 
hours’ community service, 
banned him from driving for 

and admonished him on the 
two other charges.

Ex-soldier who stole car and crashed it is given community service

AN OBAN man was found 

into a house in the town and 
stealing a mobile phone.

Sentence on David 
MacGillivray, aged 31, of 7D 
Quarry Road, was deferred 

May 26.

Man stole
from house

AN OBAN teenager who 
breached two probation 
orders for the same offence 

months.

18, had been put on 
a year’s probation at 
Oban Sheriff Court after 
admitting assaulting a man 
in Glengallan Road, Oban, 
on May 6 2007 and been 
ordered to carry out 260 
hours’ community service.

But he breached the 
probation order last 
September and did not 
complete his community 

second chance with nine 
months’ probation and 160 
hours’ community service 
but he also breached that 
order after committing a 
further offence for which 
he was sent to detention 
at the end of April for four 
months.

breaching the peace and 
assaulting a fellow resident 
at Kerrera Lodge in Oban 
on March 19 has had his 
sentence deferred.

At Oban Sheriff Court last 

18, was ordered to be of good 
behaviour and sentence was 
deferred until August 10.

Youth admits
assault

A YOUNG Oban man has 

where he was partying.
Donnie Lopez, aged 21, 

14 Soroba Road, Oban, had 
previously pleaded guilty 
at Oban Sheriff Court to 

on March 7 along with a 
co-accused and his sentence 

Lopez and his co-accused 
stole a case of lager, two 
boxes of wine and two 
bottles of cider.

• Do you have a story 
for The Oban Times?

 Call our reporters
on 01631-568000

ARGYLL and Bute residents were reminded of the 

Argyll and Bute Council and encouraged residents to 

compost bins via the Waste Aware Scotland Compost 
at Home campaign.

OBAN’S shop fronts and lampposts will be 

it to quote for supplying 100 planted hanging 

But manager at the store Andrew Spence came 

supply them free of charge.

Argyll and Bute Council has agreed to maintain 

going year after year.
Councillor Donald MacDonald, secretary of the 

Oban Forward group, said: ‘We are very grateful 
to Homebase for coming up with the goods and 
donating them to us.’

Andrew said: ‘We are delighted to be involved 

them but Homebase decided to gift them to the 
town.’

Oban and Mull councillors Donald MacDonald, Mary-Jean Devon, Roddy McCuish and Neil 
Mackay, right, with Oban Homebase manager Andrew Spence, second right. t19baskets01

blossom

Rotary Club of Oban’s Ronnie Neil presents the club’s quiz 
trophy to Park team captain Iona Hay as team members James 

McEachy, Ryan Hay and Louis McGuire look on. t19quiz01

School will represent Rotary 
Club of Oban at district level 

from the Lorn area.

brother Ryan, James McEachy 
and Louis McGuire were the 
only all primary-six team in 
the competition, as the school’s 
primary sevens were attending 
Ardentinny Outdoor Centre.

Club of Oban youth and vocational 
convenor, and quizmaster for the 
night, Ronnie Neil, was held in 
the Regent Hotel on April 29. 

good. I am sure they will be 
worthy representatives of the club 

on June 9.

‘Most people associate the 
Rotary club with fundraising 

or donations but the quiz was 
part of our involvement in the 
community. We ran a Christmas 
card competition at Christmas 
and we will soon be holding a 

part in the quiz were: Achaleven, 
Dunbeg, Kilninver, Lochnell and 

trade in Oban is the subject 

May 19 at the St Moluags 
Diocesan Centre on Croft 
Road.

7.30pm, with bring-and-
share refreshments from 
7pm. Anyone interested 
in fair trade in the town is 
welcome to attend. 

Fair trade 
meeting

MEMBERS of Oban Bridge Club, pictured, 
recently held their annual general meeting dinner 
at Rascals Restaurant on Oban’s Railway Pier 
and after the dinner the trophies won over the 
previous year were presented. The club meets 
every Monday and Wednesday evening and 
Friday afternoons and new members and visitors 
are always welcome. Contact 01631 720768 for 
more details.

brother Jamie were presented with a hive by Seil 

residence in his hive.

home a double gold from the 
San Francisco World Spirits 
competition.

for its malts and one for its 

competition.
Katherine Crisp, band 

malts said: ‘It is an excellent 
testament to out wonderful 
malts that we have done 
so well at this prestigious 
competition, once again 
highlighting the excellent 
quality of our products.’

double gold

MEMBERS of the army’s recruitment team were 
patrolling the streets of Oban last Wednesday 
and Thursday to encourage people to consider a 
career in the forces.  Sergeant Brian Carmichael 
said the team’s recruitment ‘surge’ included visits 
to Mull and Islay later in the year. Staff are also 
available at Oban JobCentre each Wednesday. 

of Argyll and Bute Council’s Oban, Lorn and the 

gardens near Kilmelford.

of rhododendrons and azaleas, have been under 
threat of closure for a number of months.

Ken MacDonald, area corporate services 
manager, said any monies in the normal grant 
budgets had already been allocated and the only 
other source was capital receipts, of which there 

either the council’s approved corporate or area 
plans.

Discussions
Councillor Duncan MacIntyre suggested 

waiting for the outcome of discussions between 
the council’s leader and others trying to come up 
with a solution for the gardens.

gardens run at a loss of £61,000 a year.
A consultation process with staff is due to 

line petition  - www.ipetitions.com/petition/
arduainegarden - has been set up by the support 
group which has been signed by nearly 600 people 
from around the world.

Support but no cash 
for Arduaine Gardens

Estate is ‘collapsing
around tenants’

Charities Day at Station Square, Oban, on June 6.
Organised by Oban and Lorn Lions, it gives 

charities in the Oban area a chance to publicise 

Charity stalls available

estate in Oban are up in arms 

homes – claiming falling 
roughcasting could seriously 
injure children.

residents as ‘dying’, reports 
plants growing in guttering, 
dampness in homes and 
roughcasting falling from the 
side of buildings on a daily 
basis.

One mum, who did not want 
named, described how a large 

usually play. She said: ‘If it 
had fallen on my son it could 

severe damage. Something 
needs to be done.’

Andy Harper, chairman of 
Soroba Residents Association, 

down around our feet.

ends are falling off the 

a public health hazard – 
ultimately causing dampness 
in the homes of tenants and 
owners.

‘We spend most of our 
time at residents’ meetings 
discussing the estate. At the

last meeting we discussed the 
plants and trees growing in 
the guttering of most of the 

raining there is a waterfall 
from the gutter straight into 
the community centre. We 
have already had to replace our 
carpets once and the gutters 
still haven’t been cleaned out, 
so if it is not sorted we will 
have to replace them again.

‘Dilapidated’
‘In ACHA’s defence, the 

housing was dilapidated when 

and Bute Council in 2008.’

defended the council’s care 

of the houses in Soroba. She 

the funding constraints it 
faced.

watertight. And when funding 
was available measures to 

Alistair MacGregor, 
chief executive of Argyll 
Community Housing 

that unless owners and tenants 

then repairs are unable to be 

completed. He said: ‘ACHA 
is a minority owner in Soroba, 

in relation to common 
improvements if they are 
willing to pay their share.

‘We are co-ordinating 
tenders for roughcast renewal 

ahead if owner occupiers are 
willing to pay their share.

‘With respect to gutter 
cleaning ACHA would be 
happy to co-ordinate this 

By LOUISE GLEN-LEE

CALEDONIAN MACBRAYNE FERRY TERMINAL, OBAN
FRIDAY 22 MAY - WEDNESDAY 17 JUNE 2009

MOVING STORIES
A TOURING EXHIBITION

10 PEOPLE, 10 EXPERIENCES AND 10 YEARS 
OF THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

Freumhan
mhearsnachd
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Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

Last
week’s 

solution

Branson welcomes 
new air hostess
FORMER Oban High School pupil 
Natalie Bingham was welcomed to her 
new job as an air hostess with Virgin 
Atlantic by boss Richard Branson.

Her mother, Edyth Bingham, also 
received a personal phone call from the 
intrepid entrepreneur to tell her Natalie, 
aged 22, had successfully gained her 
wings.

‘She has always had an ambition to 
be an air hostess,’ said Mrs Bingham, 
adding that she was delighted with her 
daughter’s success. 

Forest fire alert
following the recent spell of dry weather 
in the West Highlands.

Keith Miller, District Manager of the 
Forestry Commission’s Lorne District, 
said: ‘Foresters are concerned with their 

into the ‘high’ category on several days 
this week.’

He added: ‘The good weather has 
attracted many more people out into the 

woodlands and into the hills. Walkers 
and campers should take great care to 

the ground vegetation is dry.’

rapidly in fresh winds with enormous 
damage to wildlife and great risk to 
personal safety.

Panther attack deer
A TAYVALLICH man claims that a red 
deer had a narrow escape when it was 
attacked by a panther on the edge of the 
Tayness Estate.

This comes only two weeks after a 
Crinan man claims he came face to face 
with a panther on his doorstep.

Builder Harry Hindle, of Tayvallich, 
was walking his two Labrador pups at 
10pm on Sunday night when he was 

pursued by a panther 20 feet in front 
of him.

‘It all happened so quickly. A red deer 
ran down the hill towards me, chased by 
a big cat. The cat must have been about 

the deer and missed. When the deer saw 
me it turned and jumped over a wall and 

disappeared in to the woods,’ he said. 
‘The panther quickly turned on itself 
and circled into the woods and then there 
was a lot of snarling going on.’

A search team failed to locate a carcass 
in the woods. Local police have sent 
a sample of excrement found in the 
area, which was unusual in colour and 
appeared to contain animal fur, to a 
Glasgow laboratory for analysis

John Smith 
honoured with Iona 
burial
FRANTIC discussions preceded the 
decision to honour the late John Smith 
QC MP, Leader of the Opposition, with 
a private burial on Saturday on the island 
of Iona.

Strict rules mean that only residents 
can be buried in Iona’s burial place 
of the Kings, or Reilig Oran, unless 
Argyll and Bute Council gives special 
permission.

Mr Smith, a Gaelic mod winner, was a 
well-known face on the island spending 
holidays on the island since 1970.

Lochnell Primary School in Benderloch has recently been awarded its third green 

Lochnell delight at third flag

HUGH Morrison of Fionnphort, a 

serving people on the Ross of Mull and 
Iona on the Coastguard for 30 years.

Mr Morrison said: ‘I have really 
enjoyed spending time as a volunteer on 
the Coastguard but without the support 

and good spirit of my colleagues it 

out our work at times. Anything and 
everything came our way - hill rescues, 
sea rescues and searches. My son Calum 
is taking over as station manager and 
that makes me very proud.’

Mr Morrison was presented with a long 
service clasp, a crystal decanter and a 
number of bottles of whisky.

Also receiving a 30 years long service 
clasp was David Greenhalgh who is 
continuing as a volunteer with the 
service.

Coastguard boss retires after 30 years

Duck race 
raises
charity cash
A DUCK race in Ballachulish 
raised an incredible £1,300 
for charity.

David Campbell and Glen 
Tonkin plan to cycle 400 
kilometres in four days in the 
Canadian Rockie Mountains 
to raise money for Marie 
Curie Highland. The money 
raised at the duck race will 
go towards their fundraising 
target of £5,000. 

George Bryson from 
Ballachulish won the duck 
race and his prize was a 
£20 voucher kindly donated 
by Crafts and Things of 
Glencoe.

David Campbell said: 
‘It was a huge success 
and the generosity from 
the community was 
overwhelming.  Glen Tonkin 
and I would like to thank 
everyone who helped set it up; 
Mary, Dave, Jim and Lorna 
for gathering sponsors and 

you were a huge help. And a 
huge thank you to everyone 
for their generosity.’

People can make donations 
to David or Glen’s pages on 
the ‘just giving’ website and 
more photos of the day can 
be seen on the Ballachulish 
community website. 

Ardchattan
photos on show
PHOTOGRAPHS depicting 
life in Ardchattan Parish are 
on display for the Year of 
Homecoming.

The Welcome to Ardchattan 
Parish exhibition, which is 
open daily in Ardchattan 
Kirk, has many photos from 
days gone by.

The display of photos 
continues to grow and 
any additions would be 
welcome.

E D I N B U R G H  A r g y l l 
Association held its annual 
general meeting recently 
in the Bow Room, Quaker 
Meeting House, Victoria 
Terrace, Edinburgh.  

The meeting was chaired 
by Joe Wright in the absence 
of president Mabel Munro 
Rowan who was not well.

Tam Burke, secretary, 
reported the association has 
seven new members and 
attendances were improving.   
Treasurer Alison Feltham 

as a result of the good 
attendances.

Joe Wright read Mabel 
Munro Rowan’s report in 
her absence. 

Re-elected were president 
and publicity, Mabel Munro 
Rowan; treasurer, Alison 
Feltham; secretary, Tam 
Burke; honorary presidents, 
Flora MacCormick and 
Alastair MacNeil; pianist, 
Elizabeth Stewart; piper, 
Andrew MacIntrye and 
committee, Elizabeth 
Williams and helpers.

Thanks were extended to 
Joe Wright for chairing the 
meeting.

The association held its 
spring ceilidh on Saturday 
April 18 in St John’s 
Episcopal Church Hall, 
Lothian Road, West End 
Edinburgh.  

Fear an taigh was Tam 

for president Mabel Munro 
Rowan who was unable to 

knee.
Artistes were piper Andrew 

MacIntyre who played some 

From the west, the ever 
popular Mod Gold Medallist 
Mairi MacArthur, Tiree/
Glasgow, sang ceilidh and 
Gaelic songs.

Young Ruby Dayon, with  
her clear soprano voice, 
delighted the audience with 

her Scottish and well known 
classical songs. 

Elizabeth Stewart 
accompanied her on the 
piano in great style.

Gordon Wilson played 

In the audience was a 
French lady who gave the 
company some of her folk 
songs in French.

Tea and goodies were 
served at the interval.

Votes of thanks were 
extended to all the artistes, 
the catering team and ‘dish 
washers’ of the ‘Argyll’.  
Thanks also went to those 

The association’s next 
ceilidh will be on Saturday 
May 23 at St John’s Episcopal 
Church Hall, Edinburgh, at 
7.30pm.

The association noted 
with great sadness the 
death of Professor Neil 
MacCormick.

He was a member of 
the Edinburgh Argyll 
Association for many 
years, with Isle of Mull 
connections.

Neil was fear an taigh at 
some association ceilidhs 

He also served on the 
European Parliament. 

Sympathy is exended to 
his wife Flora and the wider 
family.

Edinburgh Argyll 
Association AGM

Kyle of 
Lochalsh
Your correspondent 
is Charlie MacRae: 
telephone
01599 544359

Fund boost
A COFFEE morning in 
Plockton Primary School 
on April 25 raised £330 for 
school funds.

Concert
LOCHAN, the Lochalsh arts 
network, presented Gary 
Innes, accordionist, Ewen 
Robertson, guitar, and Martin 
O’neill, one of the leading 
exponents of the bodhran, 
at a concert in Plockton 
Hall recently before an 
appreciative audience.

Senior citizens 
dinner
KYLE
held their annual dinner and 
social evening for senior 
citizens of Kyle and district 
in the Kings Arms Hotel, 
Kyleakin.

More than 80 guests 
enjoyed an excellent meal 
and entertainment by several 
young local artists including 
Lochalsh Junior Pipe Band.  
All the guests also received 
a gift.

Open air 
service
ON EASTER Sunday, the 
annual church service was 
held at the open air site at 
Plockton.

More than 40 people 
attended the service which 
was conducted by the Rev J 
M MacDonald, assisted by 
the Rev R Rankin.

Birthday fun
CONGRATULATIONS to 
Seonaid MacKenzie who 
celebrated her 80th birthday 
on April 11 with a party at 
her house, 22 Harbour Street, 
Plockton.

She received 91 birthday 
cards.

Sports
council
THE 24TH annual general 
meeting of Skye and Loch-
alsh Sports Council was held 
at Tigh na Sgire, Portree, on 
April with the usual poor at-
tendance,14.

Chairman Charlie M 
MacRae gave a short 
report on the past year and 
thanked everyone who 
had helped to support the 
council, especially Willie 
MacKinnon.

The treasurer’s report 
showed that the council made 
19 offers of grants totalling 

member clubs and covering 
10 sports. All their money 
was spent.

The council has 44 member 
clubs covering 17 sports.

Chairman for the past 10 
years, Charlie M MacRae, 
Plockton, was re-elected as 
was Peter Gordon, Portree, 
as secretary/treasurer.

The folllowing were elected 
to the executive committee: 
Dr J Thoms; J Nicolson; 
J McGuire; R White; M 
Henderson; M Gordon; K 
MacPherson, all from Skye, 
and J Nicolson and A Loades 
from Lochalsh.

The Skye Half Marathon 
is on June 13 and the next 
meeting of the council is in 
Plockton Hall on June 22.

Badminton
THE SOUTH West Ross area 
badminton championships 
were held at Plockton High 
School games hall over three 
evenings as a result of repair 

Results: gents singles, 
winner  Joshua Holder, 
Lochcarron; runner up 
Michael Taylor, Kyleakin. 
Ladies singles, winner Shona 
Jones, Plockton; runner up 
Laura MacKay, Lochcarron. 
Gents doubles, winners 
Charles Culbertson and 
Chris Hanley, Sleat; runners 
up Steve Birch and John 
Page, Sleat. Ladies doubles: 
winners Shona Jones and 
Susan Hunter, Plockton; 
runners up Kathleen 
Henderson and Sheena 
Finlayson, Kyle. Mixed 
doubles: winners Mickey 
Thien and Laura MacKay, 

Lochcarron; runners up 
Charles Culbertson and 
Donella Beaton, Sleat.

In the annual MacDonald 
Cup competition, held on 
April 21, only two teams 
entered.

Lochcarron beat Plockton 
7-1 to retain the cup.

Steam train
A STEAM train visited Kyle 
on April, much to the delight 
of Plockton villagers. 

Islay
Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell:
01496 850215

Gaelic ‘May’
THE MONTH of  May, 
in Gaelic An Cèitean or 
A’ M h à i g h ,  m e a n s  t h e 
beg inn ing  o f  summer, 
favourable weather.  

According to Malcolm 
M a c L e n n a n ’s  G a e l i c 
dictionary, in times before the 
Roman calendar was fully in 
use in Scotland, this referred 
to the dates April 19 through 
to May 12. 

Beltane, Gaelic Bealltainn 
from the Old Irish meaning 
‘the fires of Bel’, was a 
Celtic celebration on the 

day of May. In ancient Irish 
legend, Bel was the sun god 
of the ancient Milesians, 
Goidelic Celts from Spain 
who took over Ireland from 
the Partholonians. Bel was 
honoured at Beltane as a 
god of life, and was depicted 
as a solar deity. At Beltane, 
household and forge fires 

were extinguished, and new 
fire was created, possibly 
using polished brass mirrors 

carried to re-kindle all the 
hearths in the township.

In Scotland, cattle were 
driven between two Beltane 
bonfires, hoping to ensure 
fertility. The first of May 
was also the usual date for 
driving cattle and sheep away 

sheilings or to outlying 
pasture on higher ground for 
summer grazing.

Official
opening
THE OFFICIAL opening 
of Finlaggan’s extended 
information centre will be 

starting at 2.30pm. 
Entry is free. Guided tours 

of Finlaggan’s Eilean Mòr 
will be given by Finlaggan 
Trust members and historians 
will be on hand to talk about 

Islay’s powerhouse past under 
the Lordship of the Isles. 

Enjoy the music  of pipes 
and clarsachs and see Ella 
Edgar’s Highland Dancers. 

Refreshments  wi l l  be 
available with a barbecue 
provided by IDEAs.

A celebration ceilidh will 
be held in Ballygrant Hall, 
starting at 7.30pm. Singers 
will be Kirsteen Macdonald, 
James Graham, Libby 
Morris, Andy MacCowan, 
Janie Ferguson, Eoin Brown. 
There will be clarsach music 
and dancing to Islay’s 
Fiddle and Accordion 
Band.  Admission includes 

buffet and there will be a bar 

or Finlaggan Information 
Centre.

Ladies sport
MONDAY nights - outside 
training started on Monday 

behind the school at Bowmore 
from 5 to 7pm. 

Ladies shinty training - Sun-
days 12 noon to 1pm at the 
Bowmore pitches - beginners 
welcome.

Ladies rugby training - Sun-
days 1pm and Wednesdays 
5pm at the Bowmore pitches. 
There are only seven weeks 
until the beach rugby, so 
training essential. For more 
details on any of the above 
contact Shona on 850037 or 
Karen on 301584.
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Across
1 Island with Argyll (4)
3 Not such a good cut (5,3)
9 Flier round the water (7)
10 Blender button (5)
11 It wouldn't take a mystic to know these 

would break in a game of football! (7,5)
(7,5)

13 Application (6)
15 Baby's animal (3-3) (3-3)
17 Said to be the underling's boss (5-7) (5-7)
20 Antipasto morsel (5)
21 Analyze (7)
22 Firebug (8)
23 Loch headed by Clachan (4)

Down
1 Symbol of low pitch? (4,4) (4,4)
2 Brownnose (5)
4 In an icy manner (6)
5 In order to get from A to B (12)
6 Used in noise reduction (7)
7 Found on Scottish hills, sounds costly (4)
8 Underground (12)
12 Stay (8)
14 Takes you to an island (7)
16 Exit (6)
18 Cleaner (5)
19 A holy place to visit in Argyll (4)
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Fergie’s Folk

DIFFICULT to say who is 
Scotland’s top traditional 

Iain MacFarlane, 

Best selling CD
IT’S A

Islands

Special visitor brightens up Ballachulish book fair

Man shone laser pen into 
eyes of helicopter pilot

Residents to shape water future

THIS MONTH IN 
YOUR NEW LOOK 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
READ...
ISLAY’S 
HEROES: 
on board 
with the sea 
rescuers.
SEA TROUT: 10 of
the best spots.
DRAMS FOR DADS: 
our pick of the 
best whiskies.
TARTAN INVASION: 
the clans are 
gathering.

WIN...
2 NIGHTS DINNER, BED & BREAKFAST FOR 2 
PEOPLE: plus 2 days salmon fishing at the 
kenmore hotel.
WHISKY: a bottle of Glengoyne 10yo.
TICKETS: to the greatest show on earth, the 
Royal Highland Show.
GET PUBLISHED! send us your photographs 
and win A subscription to Scottish Field.

DISCUSS...
GO TO OUR FORUMS: share views, rate 
whiskies or restaurants, or submit book 
reviews at www.scottishfield.co.uk

by Fergie MacDonald

By STEPHEN NORRIS

Eleventh
hour deal 
on Uist golf 
course

to The Oban Times
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The figures being bandied about by the 
government are quite frightening. Public 
borrowing will be £175 billion in 2009.  By 
2013/14 UK net debt will rise to 79% of 
gross domestic product (GDP). The govern-
ment have introduced a number of measures 
intended to help families and businesses to 
survive. The Federation of Small Businesses 
(FSB) and Confederation of British Industry 
(CBI) think that the measures will make little 
difference to small businesses.

This news is enough to make anyone anx-
ious. If you need help on the best course of 
action for your family or your business, we 
at R A Clement Associates can offer timely 
advice on many topics including surviv-
ing the down turn. Your initial consultation 
is free so call 01631 562643 to arrange an 
appointment.  Look at our website, www.
raclement.co.uk for a summary of the 2009 
budget changes. The website also has free 
advice, useful links and details of the serv-
ices we offer.

At times like this it’s 
easy to let short term 
conditions distract you 
from your long-term 
investment goals. The 
credit crunch has cer-
tainly been unsettling 
but reducing your expo-
sure to the market now 
could prove disastrous 
for your future prosper-

ity. Bearing in mind that the price of shares can 

our portfolios and to spread purchases over 
time.

The message to investors is not to panic but 
to recognise that, in the past, so-called ‘bear’ 
markets represent a real buying opportunity. 
Right now, a number of market sectors offer 
attractive value and huge opportunities for me-
dium to longer term investors.

History has shown that a measured, long-term 
view is the best investment strategy. Investors 
should not be too disconcerted by short-term 

St. James’s Place Partnership, has advised 
many clients on successful wealth preserva-
tion and growth and believes “In any invest-

ment strategy, only two prices matter - the 
price you buy at and the price you sell at. What 
happens in between does not matter and you 
should try to ignore it.”

Angus states “Nobody can say with 100% 

market, and investors should never have all 
their eggs in one basket. Although a market 
downturn may mean more conservative av-
erage growth, it should be regarded as an
ideal time to invest.”

Unless you are a highly experienced investor, 
you may still be feeling concerned in the cur-
rent climate. If you are, it is important to be 
aware of the solutions available that can help 
to preserve your wealth.

and 17th June at the Oban Bay Hotel in Oban, 
which will give you the opportunity to discuss 
your concerns and investment options.

Numbers are limited so book now to avoid 
disappointment. Surgeries will be held from 
10.00am to 6.00pm and will last approximate-
ly 40 minutes. All appointments are held in the 

gation.

Feeling the credit crunch? As the coun-
try’s number one claim management specialist, 

compensation as a result of invalid, unenforce-

agreements.

Are you worried about those credit card 
debts?

Do  you feel you have no one to turn to for 
help?

Sky networks are their to help you and your 
family, all you need to do is phone our local 
representative to arrange a meeting, he will talk 

dence and you will leave feeling so much more 
relaxed.

This is your legal right!

thousands of pounds better off as a result of 
challenging consumer credit agreements.

Don’t delay or put things off any longer, tele-
phone 01631 565356 or 07867555345

A GUIDE TO FINANCIAL ADVICE, PERSONAL OR BUSINESS, THAT COULD IMPROVE YOUR IMMEDIATE OUTLOOK.

ST. JAMES’S PLACE

R A CLEMENT ASSOCIATES SKY NETWORKS

NFU MUTUAL
is currently under-
going an expan-
sion of their current 

and this is due to 
be completed in 
mid June.  In addi-

member to their team:  Financial Consultant 
Daniel Hecht.  Daniel joins the team follow-

will be servicing clients from the Oban and 

new and existing clients in the area.  Follow-
ing the changes within the budget and start 
of the new tax year, now would be an ideal 
time to arrange an appointment with Daniel 

regards to protection, pensions, savings and 

today on 01631 567 036 and arrange an ap-

circumstances those of other providers.

Daniel Hecht

IT SEEMS not a day goes 
by without a news report 
illustrating another aspect 
of the fallout from the 
global banking collapse and 
subsequent recession.

All over the country people 
are losing their homes and 
jobs, through no fault of 
their own.

The good news is hard to 

available: Average weekly 
earnings fell by 5.8 per 
cent in February, according 

Statistics (ONS); public 
borrowing is set to increase 
to a record £175bn in 2009, 
followed by £173bn in 2010 

around one per cent by the 
end of this year.

banks and ‘cityboys’ at an 
all-time low, it is hard to 
tell the experts from the 
guessers.

So who can we turn to for 

The Oban Times Money 
Matters feature we hope 
to give you the best advice 
available.
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COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARDAt the 
Cinema

www.oban.org.uk the definitive web 
guide to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits 

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.00

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th

Local
Producers

Market
Thursday 21 May

Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO
Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

B R A E VA L L I C H  N U R S E R Y
HUGE 
SALE
DON’T
MISS 
OUT !!!

Rhododendrons, Azaleas, Pieris etc.
Highest quality at bargain prices, 

masses of varieties in range of sizes.

At The Oban Livestock Centre, 
Upper Soroba Rd, Oban.

Saturday May 16th
10am – 5pm

OBAN BACH CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA
Louise Child, soprano

Julie Martin-Carter, mezzo-soprano
Christopher Josey, tenor

Martin Shaw, bass
Conductor: Norman Nicholson

MENDELSSOHN’S ‘ELIJAH’
St. John’s Cathedral, Oban

Sat. May 16th 2009 at 7.30 pm
Seat with programme £6-00 (Concessions £5-00)

A CELEBRATION OF
WHISKY, FOOD & WEST
COAST CULTURE!

SPIRIT OF THE WEST
INVERARAY CASTLE, SAT 16TH - SUN 17TH MAY 2009

SPIRIT OF THE WEST IS A FANTASTIC WEEKEND FAMILY EVENT
HELD IN THE GROUNDS OF INVERARAY CASTLE, ARGYLL. WHISKY,
FOOD, DRINK, MUSIC, DANCE, DRAMA, ARTS & CRAFTS AND MUCH
MORE.  WITH A LINE-UP THAT INCLUDES THE RED HOT CHILLI
PIPERS AND NICK NAIRN – IT’S ONE FESTIVAL NOT TO BE MISSED!

TICKETS NOW ON SALE: Call 0871 230 5580 or book online at
www.seetickets.com/spiritofthewest. Book tickets by 30th April
2009 and receive 10% off listed ticket prices! Quote promotion
code: SOTWPROMO when booking with seetickets

WWW.SPIRITOFTHEWEST.CO.UK

Your local guide to food whatever your mood

the wanted ads
Regional Press

Readers of local press are up to 50% more likely
to notice the advertising.

Go to www.thewantedads.co.uk to find out more.

Source:  Independent research conducted by GfK NOP on behalf of the Newspaper Society.

WORD 14.

You’ve already
made it to

Interested in advertising your business in our DINING OUT, DINING IN feature? call Vanda on 01631 568000 to discuss your advertising requirements

THE WINNER of the Piazza 

been announced - and with 
scallops, prawns, spring 
onions, basil and garlic 

winning combination.

restaurant owner Calum 
MacLeod, was to design a 
pizza and the harbour front 

with entrants.
Calum said: ‘It was a 

phenomenal response and I 

took part. We had 300 entries 

our walls and windows for 
weeks now. 

‘We made up six of the 

because of its incredible taste 
and reasonable cost to make. 
The pizza will be making its 

school funds.’

which she plans to spend 
treating her pals to a night 
out.

Pizza maker Leonard Kivuvwa is joined 
by competition winner Lauren Powell. 

Councillor Roddy McCuish was on hand to 
present the prizes – and taste the pizza of 

course. t19piazza01

Pizza cake, says Lauren
THE BOAT Band, which is 

boat was broken.
The band had to postpone 

its west coast tour, an 

because the boat is in serious 
need of repair. Musicians 

Easdale’s Puffer Bar. 
Band member Greg 

Stephens said: ‘We are 
planning to reschedule the 

old haunts soon.’

YOUNG folk musician 

the entertainment for the 

Galore themed fundraiser 

The Bodega frontman, 

selection of tunes in the 
Rowantree Hotel, following 
a screening of the iconic 

Highland Theatre.

Broken boat 
stops tour

cash for kids

Beware pink bikers in bras!
IF YOU see bikers in pink bras on the west 
coast it is not a new fashion but some dedicated 
fundraisers. A hundred bikers in pink bras and 

to fund raise for Macmillan Cancer Support in 

Staff at Oban’s Homebase store dug out their fancy dress costumes recently 
to raise awareness of the store’s bid to raise funds for the British Heart 

Foundation. The store has already raised more than £2,000 for the charity 
since the beginning of the year but has been asked, along with every other 

t19dress01

Homebase’s big hearted staff

INVERAWE COUNTRY PARK

Everyone welcome with sampling 
and guided tours, fly casting lessons 
and great deals from the smokery.

Taynuilt, Argyll. Tel: 01866 822808

Friday 15th & Saturday 16th May

OPEN DAY
TOURS AND TASTINGS

ROXYS
• HOME BAKING
• MEALS SERVED 
ALL DAY

• FAIRTRADE 
TEAS & COFFEES

TEL: 01631 570307

is a feature running 
in The Oban Times 
highlighting some of 
the best local places 
to eat out.

To put your 
restaurant on 
the map call 
Vanda on 
01631 568000

Cinema The Highland Theatre

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk for full listings and future presentations

Cert U 102min 
DAILY 5.00 
SAT & SUN MATINEES 1.00, 3.00

ANGELS & 
DEMONS

Cert 12A  138min 
FRI-WED 6.00, 8.45  THURS 4.15, 9.00
SAT & SUN MATINEES 12.30

Cert 12A 126min 
DAILY 7.00, 9.15

STAR 
TREK

From Thursday 22nd May

MONTANA

Angels & Demons
CERT ‘12A’

The team behind the 
global phenomenon The 
Da Vinci Code returns 

Angels & Demons, based 
upon the bestselling 

Tom Hanks reprises his 

expert Robert Langdon, 

that forces with ancient 
roots are willing to stop 

Ron Howard again 

Grazer, Ron Howard, 

Koepp. When Langdon 

resurgence of an ancient 
secret brotherhood known 
as the Illuminati - the most 
powerful underground 

threat to the existence of 
the secret organization’s 

the Catholic Church. 

Star Trek
CERT ‘12A’

J Abrams steps behind the 
producing and directing 
reins for this prequel to 
the original Star Trek. 
The   Film follows the 

the USS Enterprise. The 
action has been amped 
up and  the new recruits 

all of mankind and the 

One, James T. Kirk, is a 
delinquent, thrill-seeking 

Spock, was raised in a 

rejects all emotion. 

Hanna Montana 
The Movie
CERT ‘U’

phenomenon  hits the big 

(MILEY CYRUS) 
struggles to juggle 
school, friends and her 
secret pop–star persona; 
when Hannah Montana‘s 

life – she just might let 
it. So her father takes the 

Corners, Tennessee., for 

with the kind of fun, 
laughter and romance 

couldn‘t imagine.

WHAT’S ON GUIDE
CONTACT - 01631 568000

Thursday 21st May 
Local Producers Market, Kintaline  Farm, Benderloch 10am - 3pm
Friday 15th & Saturday 16th May 

Saturday 16th May 

Oban Bach Choir, 7.30pm, St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Saturday 16th - Sunday 17th May

Saturday 23rd May

Wednesday 10th June

Oban Shopmobility 
Coffee Morning

Congregational Church

at 11am – 2pm
Tea, Coffee, Homebaking, 

Handmade items etc.
Adm. £2 chld. £1 

Proceeds in aid of charity

The Local Committee for 
The Royal National Mod, Oban

9th – 17th October 2009
are hosting

A CEILIDH/DANCE
In Argyllshire Gathering Halls, Oban

Saturday 16th May: Comm 8pm

Sineag MacIntyre

Callum Alex MacMillan, Myra MacNab

John Murdo Morrison

Music:  Neil Sinclair Sound

Bean a Tigh:  Mairi Bremner

Tickets at Door …… £8.00

Scotland’s
Garden Scheme

Charity no SC011337

Drim na vullin
Lochgilphead

Garden open 2pm 
– 5.30pm

15th,16th and 17th May
Tead, Coffee, 

Homebaking etc.
£3 entry

Scotland’s
Garden Scheme

Charity no SC011337

Knock Cottage
Lochgair

Garden Open 
11am – 5pm

16 and 17th May
Tea, Coffee, 

Homebaking etc.
£3 entry

Eilean Eisdeal present
Sandra 

MacBeth
Bouncy guitar driven 

numbers with 
infectious hooks

Saturday 16th May 2009
Bar/doors open 7.30pm
£8/£6; Under 16’s free

ABCD
Argyll Beats

Cardiovascular Disease

10K RACE
(With Fun run for children)

Sunday 17th May 2009
1pm

Starting from Lorn and 
Islands Hospital

A fun run for all ages

FORT WILLIAM 
GOLF CLUB

RACE NIGHT
Saturday, May 16th

7.30pm for 8pm
Tickets £3 available at 
door (Includes Supper)
COME ALONG AND 
ENJOY A NIGHT AT 

THE RACES
All Welcome

LOCHABER 
PROVINCIAL MOD

Lochyside
RC Primary School

Friday 5 & Saturday 6, 
June, 2009

Entries: Contact Katie 
McMcCluskie,
Mod Secretary
01397 772906

Scottish Wildlife Trust
ACHNACLOICH 

GARDENS
A85 east of Connel

OPEN DAY
Saturday 23 May
11.00 until 16.00
Lunches, Teas, 

Exhibits, Stalls (Baking, 
Plants, Raffl e etc)
Donations in kind 

welcome

North Connel & District 
Horticultural Society

1959 – 2009

PLANT SALE
Saturday 16th May 

at 2p.m.
Victory Hall, Benderloch
All your plant needs are here.

RAFFLE
Adm. Adult £1.50 Child £1 

includes Tea & Home Baking.
Golden Jubilee Year.

Oban & Lorn Horticultural 
Society

Rhododendron Show
Glencruitten Road Church 

Centre
Saturday 16th May, 2009

Open to public from 12 noon
Teas, Coff ee and Home 

Baking
Plants for sale

Proceed in aid of Charity

St. Orans & Dunbeg Church
Grand Summer Fete

16th May
10am to 4pm

Achnacloich House – Connel
Stalls, food, entertainment, dog show, 
vintage & classic cars, model displays 

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

Four pups 
3 month old collies.  Three bitches and a 

dog. Very sociable but need active homes.

Please contact Jean on 01631 566406 after 8pm.
aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com

http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 
Reg. charity SCO13211
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WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

PRESS POLICY

Glasgow Letter

The Oban Times
& West Highland Times

10 LETTERS

Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

The Oban Times
The Oban Times

Glencruitten foxhunt - March 1948

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

Piping Times 
Trophy
THE MOVE to a permanent 
home in the Piping College 
is proving a winner for the 
Piping Times Competition 
if the recent second round is 
considered as a yardstick. 

With a relaxed atmosphere 
for the near capacity audience 
to meet up with old and new 
friends, the scene was set 
for an evening of top quality 
piping as Gordon McCready 
and John Mulhearn went 
head to head for a place in 

Usually at competitions 
you do not envy the task of 
the adjudicators but on this 
occasion it is the audience 
which decides so there is no 
hiding. Both pipers are well 
known in the Glasgow area. 

Gordon is a member of the 
Field Marshall Montgomery 
Pipe Band and John a 
member of staff at the 
National Piping Centre and 
on this occasion the audience 
voted for John. 

The next round will be 
on Friday May 29 when 
Douglas Campbell and John 
Patrick will be the competing 
pipers.

Glasgow’s
Concert
Halls
AS YOU will see from the 
Diary Dates, the spring 
programme of Scottish and 
international talent is now 
well underway in Glasgow’s 
Concert Halls. 

In the Old Fruitmarket, 
Chris Stout Theory - 
harpist and pianist Catriona 
MacKay, guitarist Ian 
Stephenson and double 
bass player Neil Harland 
- will play this evening 
(Thursday) and it will be the 
turn of the Peatbog Faeries 
next Wednesday, May 
20, supported by Findlay 
Napier and the Bar Room 
Mountaineers.

The series in that venue will 

when Eric Boyle and John 
Munro will play their last 
shows in Scotland, Waltzing 
Matilda No Tour. 

The concerts in the Old 
Fruitmarket start at 8pm. 
On Sunday May 24 Eddie 
Reader will be in the City 
Halls at 7.30pm and then on 
Wednesday May 27 Maggie 
MacInnes will play in the 
City Halls Recital Room at 
8pm.

As part of the Royal 
Scottish National Orchestra 
Scottish Prom, the venue 
will be the Glasgow Royal 
Cocnert Hall on Saturday 
May 30 at 7.30pm when 
Dougie MacLean and the 

House of Edgar Shotts and 
Dykehead Pipe Band will 
be guests. Tickets for any 
of the above can be bought 
from the halls, telephone 
0141 353 8000 or www.
glasgowconcerthalls.com.

Stirling
Provincial
Mod
IN ADDITION to the 
traditional events at this 
year’s Stirling Mod, which 
takes place on Friday May 
15 and Saturday May 16, a 
one-off themed competition 
featuring the songs of Runrig 
has attracted a fantastic 
response from junior soloists, 
senior choirs, folk bands and 
instrumentalists.

This Runrig competition 
will start at 3.30pm as 
part of the adult afternoon 
competitions while the 
junior competitions will start 
at 9am. 

All Saturday competitions 
will be held in the Albert 
Halls, while the piping and 

juniors will be held in St 
Modan’s High School on 
Friday evening at 7pm. 

At 7.30pm in the Albert 
Halls there will be a 
ceilidh dance featuring the 
prizewinners and Charlie 
Kirkpatrick’s Band.

Diary dates
:

Chris Stout Theory, Old 
Fruitmarket - see above.

: St 
Columba’s Charity Concert, 
7.30pm.

: St 
Columba’s Open Day, 10am 
to 4pm and Coffee Morning 
from 10am to 12 noon

: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association 
annual general meeting, 
Partick Burgh Halls, 8pm.

:
Peatbog Faeries, Old 
Fruitmarket - see above.

: Bearsden 
Highlander’s Association 
annual general meeting, 
Kessington Hall, 7.30pm.

: Edinburgh 
Argyll Association ceilidh, 
St John’s Episcopal Church, 
Lothian Road, 7.30pm. Lau, 
Tolbooth, Stirling, 8pm.

: Eddie 
Reader, City Halls, 8pm.

Pub scene
CALUM Iain McCorquodale 
will play in the Park Bar on 
both Friday and Saturday 
with Gunna Sound on 
Sunday while in the Islay 
Inn the Hoochters will play 
on Friday and Crooked Reel 
on Saturday. 

They cannot
be serious
Sir,
When reading last week’s 
Oban Times I thought it must 
be April 1.

Surely Oban Forward 
cannot be serious or some 
of its members must be 
backwards.

Oban already has a 

McCaig’s Tower which is 
recognised throughout the 
world and could be further 
capitalised on. It doesn’t 
need a second. 

Let’s think of ways to get 
the boarded up buildings in 
the centre of the town opened 
up again and encourage 
exisiting shop owners to 
smarten up their property 
before wasting money on 
this project. 

Surely there should be 
urgent meetings to get the 
Argyll Hotel rebuilt, the 
Oban Inn and the former 
Martins shop re-opened and 

School put back in to use. 
If the group thinks a statue 

will attract vistors to the 
town, they will not return 
when they see the state of 
the town centre or maybe 
they won’t see it because 
they will be staring up to 
Pulpit Hill. 

Maybe there is method in 
their madness?

Oban Forward 
puzzle
Sir,
I am puzzled by the 
suggestion that a dramatic 
structure on Pulpit Hill would 

the town. 
As a frequent visitor to 

Oban for more than 30 
years I have enjoyed many 
aspects of the area but I see 
no advantage for tourists in 
such a proposal.

Although there are now 
good eating places, what is 
needed for visitors are better 
facilities for those days 
when bad weather curtails 
activities.

On the recent wet bank 
holiday Monday, for 
instance, a number of cafes 
and shops were closed. 

Frequent rain creates 
a dismal experience for 
those with nothing to do or 
nowhere to go. No work 
of art, as proposed, will 
compensate for this.

This problem is particularly 
trying for guests in B and 
Bs and for those, like 
ourselves, who prefer not 

travel by public transport. 
Could Oban Forward not 
spend its time and money 
more usefully by giving this 
matter serious attention?  I 
suggest it conducts a survey 
of visitors on a cold wet 
Sunday afternoon to see 
what they think.

Let McCaig’s Tower stand 
by itself as a great monument 
offering a wonderful view.

A giant sculpture ‘bold and 
exciting’? I think not.

Ridiculous
waste of
money
Sir,
Regarding your lead story 
last week, I have never heard 
of such a ridiculous waste of 
£1million when the town is 
in such need of tender loving 
care.

There are not enough 
bins, seats or toilets on the 
promenade. The beach is a 
disaster and this is where the 
tourists come to stroll and 
admire the view!

What about all the empty 
property, especially the old 
crystal showroom. Could 
that not be turned into small 
‘In units’ as in Clydebank. 
The bowling alley is another 
eyesore. What about a 
transport area with café? 

I could go on, but to waste 
£1million when so much 
else requires doing is utter 
madness.

An old saying comes to 
mind, if it isn’t broken, why 

well and does not need any 
help.

Nothing can 
beat McCaig’s 
Tower
Sir,
I am just after checking the 
calendar to see that it is not 
April 1 because I’ve read 
that Oban is thinking of 
having a massive statue on 
Pulpit Hill to beat the Angel 
of the North as an attraction.  

How completely mad can 
you get and who on earth 
over-used their tiny brain to 
think that one up?

Why would anyone come 
from anywhere on this earth 

above Oban when they have 
always known that Oban 
would be nothing without 
McCaig’s Tower, and I mean 
‘tower’ not ‘folly’.  

I hate the title ‘folly’ 

because it never was and 
never will be a folly because 
McCaig had it built by men 
needing work at the time 
of a great slump. What is 
folly about that? I’d say the 
man did a wonderful job by 
employing penniless people 
to build something that the 
world could remember him 
by.

How many wealthy people 
right now are taking on lots 
of unemployed people?

I hope they are plentiful as 
there are thousands out of 
work all over the country.  If 
anyone is daft enough to put 
forward money for a massive 

want to hear about a penny 
of public money going to 
something mad like that.

McCaig’s Tower means 
a lot to many people and 
especially those like me 
who used it as a playground 
in childhood, and as a great 
attraction when we became 
B and B landladies. Nothing 
could beat Mr McCaig’s 
bright idea.

Group’s
moment of 
madness
Sir,
While I am sure the members 
of Oban Forward are normally 
intelligent and rational 
people, I can only assume 
that they had a communal 
moment of madness when 
they decided that what is 
needed to ‘improve and 

huge sculpture on Pulpit Hill 
costing a million pounds.

How exactly is this going 

Will it provide jobs which 
are much needed in Argyll?

Surely it would be much 

and to its tourists to try to 
access money to improve its 
environment.

Pavements are uneven and 
dangerous, the shore on the 

no bins between the North 
pier and the Cathedral, 
the Black Lynn is dirty 
and smelly in the summer, 
Station Square is not pretty, 
more seats are required 
around the town - I could 
go on and I am sure anyone 
reading this will be shouting 
out other ideas.

Why does Oban Forward 
not ask the residents of Oban 
what they think? 

Have a meeting and stop 
making decisions for the rest 
of us. 

Was there an election for 

members of the committee?
I understand that the 

Scottish government is 
encouraging public art 
projects, but please could we 
not encourage them. Scotland 
needs many improvements 
before we start erecting huge 
works of art.

‘Horrified’
at statue 
suggestion
Sir,

suggestion that Oban should 
copy the idea of ‘The Angel 
of the North’ near Newcastle 
which was, in essence, a 
copy of the statue of Christ 
at Rio de Janeiro.

Oban already has its own 
unique world famous icon in 
McCaig’s Tower. 

It doesn’t need any 
competition. A million 
pounds could be spent more 
effectively in many other 
ways.

Wireless 
station near 
Kilmore
Sir,
Thank you for publishing 
my letter in last week’s Oban
Times with my enquiry about 
the WW11 Royal Navy Y 
Service Wireless Station 
near Kilmore.

I have had a telephone call 
from a lady who worked at 
Bletchley Park outstation. 
She did not know this site 
but was interested to know 
about it.

I also had a telephone call 

the location.
There was a wooden or 

prefabricated hut with four 
100ft masts. 

These had large concrete 
foundations, which were 
removed after the war.  The 
staff were billeted in nearby 
lodgings.

I looked at aerial 
photographs and am fairly 

Cleigh House.
There is a square compound 

there, which is around the 
expected size.

There is nothing visible 
there today, not even on a 
1971 aerial photograph.

Thanks again, perhaps 
more information will 
become available to me.

Licensed
greed
deplored
by all
RIGHTEOUS indignation 
knows no bounds, especially 
when it comes to politicians 
being legally allowed to 
claim for expenses that the 
general public considers to 
be absurd. 

Who in their right mind 
would consider two tins of 
cat food to be a legitimate 
business expense? Yes, some 
MP was quite brazen enough 
to present the cash receipt 

reimbursed.
On its own it shows the 

level of intelligence of the 
person involved; it also 
shows that those in charge in 
the House of Commons Fees 

settling such a petty claim. 
However, that little bit 

insignifence when we 
consider the Tory front 
bencher who demanded 
£3,000 for the repair of a 
leaking pipe under his tennis 
court.

It is a sad commentary on 
the intelligence of MPs of all 
parties who really believed 
that all they had to do was to 
produce a receipt,  very often 

it, and have it paid without 
question.

Why, for instance, did Alex 
Salmond present invoices 
for food items when 
Parliament was in recess? 
Presumably, he was living 
at home or travelling in a 
private capacity and should 
have paid for his food and 
travel, and, I forgot, sheets 
pillowcases and towels as 
well without expecting the 
Treasury to be involved. 

Before some SNP zealot 
accuses me of being partisan 
let me say I consider these 
extra-ordinary items to be an 
outstanding example of the 
laxity of the rules that were 
put in place by the current 
Labour government.

At the weekend, former 
Tory Minister Edwina 
Currie pointed out that 
when she was in Margaret 
Thatcher’s government such 
expenses would not have 
been tolerated. One can only 
presume that Tony Blair as 
Prime Minister and Gordon 
Brown as Chancellor of 
the Exchequer were at the 
forefront of the campaign to 
‘liberalise’ MPs’ and their 
own expenses. To those who 
are howling about the thieves 
and vagabonds I would say 
two things: get a sense of 
proportion into your minds 
and stop crying the end of 
the world is nigh. 

If you are in receipt of 
‘expenses’ have you never 
submitted claims that were 
a little ‘economic with the 
truth’? Indeed, isn’t there 
a sense of achievement in 
putting ‘one over on the 
boss’.

However, if I’m to be 
completely honest I’m 
shocked and disgusted that 
some of the richer MPs seem 
to have been ‘at it’. Even if 
what they have done was 
legal it was just pure greed 
to exploit the badly drawn 
up expenses system.

No statue for 
Pulpit Hill
NO MATTER seems to have 

exercised those who live in 
Oban and district so much as 
Calum MacLeod’s proposal 
to give Oban a second iconic 

Oban.
Almost unanimously, the 

idea seems to have irked 
people who just don’t want 
a 50ft bronze statue of a 

Pulpit Hill or any other hill 
in the environs of the town.

It has been suggested that 
there was great opposition 
to John Stewart McCaig’s 
proposal to build a tower, but 
this does not appear to be the 
case. Dean of Guild granted 
a warrant without question. 

What many have forgotten, 
or perhaps did not know, 
is that there was a good 
reason to support what John 
McCaig wanted as it was 
the precursor to the modern 
idea of providing work for 
those who are unemployed, 
as were masons in the 
wintertime when hard frost 
prevented them building. 

Therefore, the townspeople 
were happy that the 
philanthropic McCaig family 
was doing something about 
the number of those without 
permanent employment.

The problem is McCaig 
died before the project was 
completed.

As Councillor Neil 
MacKay suggested to me 
maybe the time has come 
to investigate what the cost 
would be to carry out the 
original proposals.

I see that there has been an 
estimate of £50,000 being 
the cost of the proposed 50ft 
high bronze statue. 

According to a distinguised 
Scottish sculptor such a 
project could cost at least 
one million pounds!

The Oban Forward Group, 
which was alleged to be 
associated with the project, 
has said it has considered it 
and put it in its permanent 
pending tray as it is 
interested in developments 

budget as obtaining cash is 

MacDougall
Collection
finds home 
in Oban’s
George Street
AFTER many months of 
searching for a temporary 
home for the summer season, 
the Friends of the Hope 
MacDougall Collection 
has been fortunate enough 
to gain a short lease of the 
former jewellers shop in 
Oban’s George Street. 

This will bring two great 

removal of the hideous 
shuttering on the windows 
that has concerned the local 
authority about its adverse  
image.

And the collection, built 
up over the years by the 
late Miss Hope MacDougall 
of MacDougall, will be 
displayed in an excellent 
location and in a shop that 

purpose.
It should open in time for 

Whitsun.

THIS week’s tragic events 
at Loch Creran have again 
highlighted the extreme 
dangers many in the west 
coast face working in the 
marine environment.

The loss of two men, who 
were both involved in the 
lives of their communities 
and both fathers to young 
children, will be deeply felt 
in Appin and Oban where 
they were well known.

Over the years in Argyll 
many workers have lost their 

farming industries. Even in 
the 21st century the sea takes 
a heavy toll in human lives 
when giving up its bounty 

While investigations are 
underway, and it is pointless to 

speculate on what happened 
at Scottish Sea’ Farms South 
Shian site, it is obvious 
that the men who lost their 
lives were experienced and 
safety concious employees 
who were well aware of the 
dangers of the environment 
they were working in.

Whatever lessons may 
be learned from these 
investigations the fact 
remains that the most prized 
asset of any community or 
company is its people.

Government, industry and 
the wider public are again 
reminded, in the worst 
possible way, that we must 
all do everything we can to 
ensure that their working 
lives are made as safe as 
possible.

Loss will be deeply felt in 
close-knit communities
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MyVillage
Inveraray
What makes Inveraray special 
for you?
Well I was born in Inveraray 
and I’ve lived here all my life. 
My family have been connected 
with Argyll Estates since 1841. 
My father farmed Glenshira 
and my husband worked for the 
estate. I was also a guide at the 
castle for ten years. 
Does it have an interesting 
history?
Yes, very. It is the oldest burgh 
in Argyll. Inveraray has a huge 

up. With the history workshop, 
there are six of us who are 
interested in the history of 
Inveraray and retracing the 
events and people.
  We’ve done a lot of work on 
the history of the burgh by 
making maps and going through 
old photographs. Argyll Estates 
gave us the use of premises to 
store and work on our project. 

Rae MacGregor was born and brought up in the royal 
burgh of Inveraray. A vast fountain of local knowledge, she 
is heavily involved in the local history workshop as well as 

being the honorary vice-president of the Neil Munro Society. 
Here, Rae tells reporter Jenny Sutherland why Inveraray is 

such an interesting place to live.

We also received a grant from 
Awards for All to buy computers 
and storage cabinets.

I also think that the pipe band 
plays an important part in the 

band was set up in the 1900s by 
Lord Archie Campbell, the father 
of the tenth Duke of Argyll. But 
in time it eventually disappeared. 
But the pipe band we have today 
are just superb – they’re world 
champions and Inveraray is very 
proud of them.
How important is its history to 
the area? What does Inveraray 
offer that other villages and 
towns in the area can’t?
The history is very important, 

but all the main industries have 

gone and the biggest majority of 
people who lived here worked 
on the estate, but that was years 
ago.

In 1924 there were 72 workers 
on the estate. I would say that it’s 
really the tourism that Inveraray 
has above other areas in Argyll. 
How would you describe the 
burgh to someone who has 
never been there?
Well the castle is the main thing 
most people would notice. 
Inveraray was done up in the 
1960s and it changed a lot then.
 The Ministry of Works took 
it over and there were a lot of 
improvements done at that time. 
Ian Lindsay was the architect 
for the developments and the 
place expanded a lot. There are 
a lot of the houses in the burgh 
that are connected with the old 
town.
Were you born in Inveraray? 
How long have you lived 
there?
Yes I born here. I’ve lived here 
all my life, since 1929.
How much has the burgh 
changed since you were a 
child or moved there?

and the steamers, particularly 
the ‘Lord of the Isles’ coming 
in to dock. The pier at the 
front of Inveraray was build to 
accommodate the steamers. But 
Inveraray changed a lot after the 
war years. There were a lot of 
troops here during the war, in 
fact, more than 90,000 troops 
were based in Inveraray and 
surrounding areas at one stage 
during the war.
Do you have a favourite place 

or building in Inveraray?
The view from Inveraray 
to Dunquaich. I think it’s a 
marvellous view from here 
especially looking up to the 
monument on top of the hill.
Do you have a favourite time 
of the year in Inveraray?
A dry day is my favourite time 
but in the summer it looks its 
best.
What do visitors like about 
Inveraray?
I think probably the walks. They 
will spend two to three hours 
here and then go off again but I 
think it’s the history that draws 
them here like the jail and the 
castle.
Is there anybody famous from 
Inveraray?
There’s Neil Munro. For those 
that don’t know Neil was an 
exceptional journalist, critic, 
novelist, and poet who was born 
in Inveraray in 1863. Visitors 
to Inveraray included Robert 
Burns, Keates the poet, the 
Wordsworths and Chalmers the 
missionary. Kenneth Graham 
who wrote the Wind and the 
Willows also stayed in Inveraray 
for some time. And of course, 
Queen Victoria also visited. Her 
daughter, Princess Louise was 
the ninth Duchess of Argyll.

The view across Loch Fyne to Argyll’s oldest burgh, Inveraray. a20inv03

The view from the front of the royal burgh out to Dunquaich is a favourite of Rae’s. a20inv02

Rae MacGregor is a native to Inveraray and has lived in the 
Royal Burgh all her life. a20inv01

FINAL preparations are being 
made for the exciting Spirit 
of the West festival – a global 
gathering that will celebrate 
Scotland’s west coast whisky, 
food and culture in the stunning 
grounds of Inveraray Castle in 
Inveraray this weekend.

The inaugural festival, 
marking the midway point in 
Homecoming Scotland 2009’s 
Whisky Month programme, is 
expecting up to 6,000 visitors 
from as far as Australia, USA 
and Canada and well the 
neighbouring towns of Oban 
and Dunoon.

Festival highlights include 
a bag-rocking opener from 
the Red Hot Chilli Pipers 
(Saturday), cooking with whisky 
demonstrations by celebrity 
chef Nick Nairn (Sunday), 16 

world famous west coast whisky 
distilleries, an array of mouth 
watering local Argyll produce 
in the food and drink marquee 
(sponsored by Scotland Food 
& Drink) and a huge cultural 
line up of outdoor theatre trails, 
music, dance, drama and family 
entertainment.

 A whole range of whisky 
masterclasses, for over 18s, 
will also take place across 
the weekend, each run by 
whisky industry celebrities in 
their own right, including the 
entertaining Jim McEwan from 
Bruichladdich and the ‘New 
Kid on the Block’, Islay’s new 
Kilchoman Distillery.  

The team behind Spirit of the 
West, The Whisky Coast, which 
is a collaboration of 16 whisky 

and restaurants along the scenic 
west coast, marked their second 
birthday last month and the 
festival is set to raise even more 
awareness of the region and the 
popularity of whisky tourism.

 Nicky Murphy, project 
manager for The Whisky Coast 
and event manager for Spirit of 
the West, said: ‘The west coast 
of Scotland is so dramatic and 
offers the most spectacular 
scenery, and the region is 
incredibly rich in culture that 
is unavoidably absorbed when 
visiting.

 ‘A taste of whisky goes a 
long way and this weekend 
we want to share with those 
who have a love for Scotland, 
whisky and all things west what 
lies behind every single malt 
– from its people to its food, its 

craftsmanship to its songs.’
 She added: ‘Preparations are 

going well, and we are looking 
forward to sharing our love for 
whisky culture in the west with 
people from all over the world. 

 ‘We think this a marvellous 
event for people of all ages to join 
in the celebrations at Inveraray 
Castle on Saturday and Sunday, 
11am to 6pm daily, and be 
part of Homecoming Scotland 
2009’s whisky month.’

  Visit www.spiritofthewest.
co.uk for more information.  
Tickets are available to buy 
online at www.seetickets.com/
spiritofthewest  or by telephone 
on 0871 230 5580.  Quote 
SOTWPROMO to claim 10 
per cent discount in advance. 
Tickets will be available to 
purchase on the gate.

Travelling from far and wide to 
enter into the Spirit of the West

FLOODING in Oban’s 
Glencruitten area is worse 
than ever, according to 
furious residents.

The wet weather last week 
once again highlighted the 
fragility of the drainage 
systems in Dalintart Drive 
and Glencruitten Drive 
with residents’ gardens 
resembling ponds.

At a meeting of the 
Glencruitten Tenants and 
Residents Association on 
Tuesday, Oban South and 
the Isles Councillor Roddy 
McCuish, who lives in 
Glencruitten, said he was 
embarrassed that no action 
had been taken on the 

report, commissioned by 
Argyll and Bute Council, 
highlighting factors that had 
contributed to the problem.

Flood of complaints
in Glencruitten

Among them was a leakage 
in a Scottish Water pipe on 
the hill above Glencruitten.

He said: ‘With some 
embarrassment I have to say 
that nothing has happened 
since the report was 

published in April 2008.
‘I believe the survey was 

money well spent but I agree 
it will be a waste of money if 
nothing is done about it.

‘Until there is more 
urgency I don’t see anything 

happening anytime soon and 
by the time action is taken it 
might be too late.

‘The association needs 
to help stress the urgency 
and in the meantime I will 

happening and report back to 
the next meeting.’

The meeting heard the 

were spreading and had 
damaged a community 
garden that had only recently 
been put in place.

The association agreed 
to write to the council to 
highlight its concerns.

The council’s new 
Streetscene manager for 
Oban and Lorn, Calum 
Black, who replaces Sandra 
Duncan, was made aware of 
issues such as litter and dog 
fouling.

He said: ‘My wardens are 
trying to get out and target 

fouling is common. If people 
are complaining they are not 
patrolling the right places 
I will walk with them. I’m 
quite happy to do that.’ 

By EUAN PATERSON

A RANGERS fan who 
threw a mug at his Celtic-
supporting partner in a 
row over the outcome of 
Saturday’s Old Firm match 

Appearing in the dock 
at Oban Sheriff Court on 
Monday wearing a Rangers 
shirt, John Macdonald, aged 
51, of 19G Shuna Terrace, 
Soroba, admitted the 
assault.

The couple, who have 
been in a relationship for 
some years and support 
opposing football teams, 
were watching the match 
together at their home. 

Fiscal depute Morag 
McKintock told the court an 

argument had arisen between 
the pair as Macdonald 
celebrated Rangers’ success. 

Macdonald said his partner 

but missed. He then picked 
up the mug and threw it back, 
causing a cut to her head. 
She was taken by ambulance 
to hospital and treated there. 

Defending Macdonald, 
agent Duncan Durbin said: 
‘He wasn’t intending to 

He very much regrets it.’ 
Sheriff Douglas Small told 

the accused: ‘It is indeed 
fortunate for you that your 
partner didn’t suffer any 
more serious injury. The 
mug could have shattered.’ 

Rangers fan assaults
‘Celtic partner’ after
Old Firm match

VISITORS to Oban Sealife 
Sanctuary next Wednesday 
will get a slice of a giant 
birthday cake to mark the 
attraction’s 30th anniversary.

The Barcaldine-based 
sanctuary, is also offering 
free admission to under-
15s during its day of 
celebration.

Have a slice of sealife!

THE REMOVAL of asbestos 
found in a community hall 
sold to Mull residents by 
Argyll and Bute Council is 

The harmful substance has 

extension to the Pennyghael 
community building.

 It is understood that two 
years before the building was 
sold an independent survey 
showed that the building 
contained asbestos. 

Pennyghael Development 
Association bought the 

fundraising for the money.
A spokeswoman for the 

council said: ‘The council’s 
position on this matter is 
the subject of discussion 
at a senior level within the 
authority. No decision has 
yet been reached.’

Mull hall 
asbestos
removal
under
discussion

Tree Shop
GARDEN CENTRE
CAIRNDOW,  ARGYLL

01499 600263 e:t: treeshop@scottishtrees.co.uk
w: www.scottishtrees.co.uk

MORE THAN JUST A GARDEN CENTRE
Specialist Trees and Plants

Outdoor Clothing  Gifts and Toys
Take Away Café

Freshly Prepared Food  Scrumptious Homebaking   Fairtrade Tea & Coffee

Picnic Areas  Family Walks
Mail Order Plants Available

MyVillage
Our next MyVillage feature will be Portree on May 28 2009.

If you wish to advertise please call Isla on 01631 568000

Cheese - Olives - Spicy Garlics - Salamis - Meats - Breads 
Pickles - Chutneys - Jams - Filled Rolls & Soups, 

Loch Fyne Kippers, Home Cooked Meals, Traditional Lamb 
Stovies, Delicious Puddings, Outside Catering

Can’t be bothered cooking tonight?
We can have it ready for you to collect……call in or call us

Inveraray Tel 01499 302262
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‘I’M the back street garage 
with the modern touch,’ said 
Alasdair ‘Twally’ Cameron, 
when asked to describe how 
he was different from other 
garages in Oban.

‘I have a smart, clean, 
professional and friendly 
attitude,’ he added, looking 
around his new garage 
professionally kitted out by 
himself in Mill Lane.

Alasdair started his mobile 
mechanic business in January 
having returned to his home 
town with his wife Eloisa, 
also from Oban, and their 

three small children Niamh, 
Sorley and Finlay after six 
years in The Netherlands.

An element of 
disillusionment with what he 
saw among other garages in 
town, which he felt had not 
moved on in the years he had 
been away, made him decide 
to set up his own business.

With his distinctive silver 
van and trailer, Alasdair has 
been taking his 20 years’ 
experience out to customers, 
dealing with breakdowns, 
servicing, and picking cars 

anything preventing them 
from passing and returning 
them to the customer.

‘I don’t do a pre-MOT test 
because I think it is a waste 
of time,’ he said. ‘If it passes 
I don’t make anything. If it 
fails, I take it back and do 
whatever needs to be done to 
get it through.’

He began as an apprentice 
at Hazelbank Motors when 
he was 17 and worked in 
various garages around Oban 
before landing a job working 
for Renault in Holland as a 
mechanic.

It is this continental work 
ethos that Alasdair brought 
home with him. ‘I wanted 
to be the professional, clean, 
back street garage with the 
friendly way. I want them 
to feel that they can trust me 
with their car.’

He can be contacted by 
mobile phone as well as 
at his garage, will search 
around for the best price for 
parts and is the registered 

tyre companies, backcircles.
com, tyreexpress.com and 
valuetyres.co.uk.

Alasdair Cameron outside his new garage in Oban’s Mill 
Lane. t19cameron01

Friendly garage puts focus on trust

on the signature dish menu now that Sheila 
Lawson and Stephen Patterson have taken 
over the reins of Easdale’s Oyster Bar on 
Seil.

Sheila, former chef at the Tigh an 
Truish, has set up business with former 
Seafari skipper Stephen in a bid to bring 
the best of fresh local and seasonal foods 
to the residents of the slate isles and their 
visitors.

She said: ‘This is a great opportunity for 
Stephen and I. We took over on Mother’s 
Day and I don’t think we have sat still 

vegetarian and local meat to customers at 
lunch and evening sittings.

job of tasting the best of local beers and 
wines to complement Sheila’s food. It is a 

Sheila and Stephen are serving up 

Bar, Ellenabeich. 

Floored by shop!
Lorraine goes for a 
carpet and ends up 
buying the business

WHEN Lorraine MacAulay 
went in to buy a carpet from 
Angus Smith at the Floorshop 
in Oban, she came away with 
a little more than she was 
expecting.

She mentioned that she and 
partner Ewen MacPherson 
were looking to diversify their 
business, Argyll Removals and 
Storage, and Angus said that 
after around 40 years’ selling 

thinking of retiring.
Originally from Islay, 

Lorraine met Ewen, from the 
Barcaldine farming dynasty, 
while they were both in 
Glasgow and then they moved 
back to Oban with their family

The pair realised that the 

the removals business, with 
people moving into a new 

‘Because Angus has been 
in the business for so long, 
he knows all the reps,’ said 

Lorraine. ‘Angus has been very 
easy to deal with and has been a 
gentleman throughout and he is 
still coming in to help  every so 
often with pricing and contract 
work,’ said Ewen.

Added to this, store manager 
Paul Kerr, who was apprenticed 

Craig Cornelius have come 
with the business.

While carpets and vinyl 

including carpets in stock for 
below £10.99 a square metre, 
the Floorshop is also now 
selling beds.

The warehouse in Mill Lane 
has been re-arranged and up-
dated, with new opening hours 

of  9am-5.30pm Monday-
Friday and 9am-2.30pm on a 
Saturday.

Popular among the 
Floorshop’s clients are the 
wide range of neutrals carpets 
in various types of pile and 

superior vinyl which is harder 
wearing than laminates but 
looks like wood or stone.

With the reps daily bringing 
in samples of the latest styles 
and fashions, the Floorshop 
can order to up-to-the minute 
designs and colours.

‘We are delighted to take over 
the Floorshop,’ said Lorraine. 
‘It is something we are both 
enjoying.’

A COUPLE have turned many happy years of 
holidaying in Oban into a luxury yacht charter 
business.

Helen and Edward Derrick launched Scottish 
Yacht Charter in March and moor their sumptuous 
craft, Shingleback, at Dunstaffnage Marina. 

Edward said they aim to offer a customised service, 
with luxury as standard. Bookings have included 
holidaymakers, honeymooners, a wildlife charter, 
a local ruby wedding party and corporate clients 
treating customers to something a bit special. 

Helen said: ‘There are other charter boats, but we 
are trying to do it in a more comfortable, luxurious 
way. You don’t need any experience or to know any 
nautical terms.’ 

The Derricks believe despite tough economic times 
they can draw new visitors to the west coast and are 
working with a number of local hotels to unlock the 
tourism potential. 

Shingleback can accommodate ten for day trips 
and eight overnight with a spacious lounge, galley, 
three bedrooms. The 46-footer is licensed go up 
to 60 miles offshore, bringing the Inner and Outer 

skippers.
Helen added: ‘Even a luxury hotel can’t provide a 

private beach or take you wherever you want to go.’  

Edward and Helen Derrick hope their offer of 

coast.

Setting sail on new 
yachting business

A LOCHGILPHEAD couple have bought over The 
Pine Trees Leisure Park, a 17-acre caravan site in 
Tyndrum.

The touring caravan site has been empty for a few 
years but is in a good location next to the A82 from 
Glasgow to Fort William and Oban.

George and Janet McNaughton are keen 
caravanners themselves and saw the Tyndrum site as 
‘a challenge’ given its state of neglect.With a family 
background in the contracting business, this helped 
the pair completely revamp the whole site putting in 
serviced pitches, a new reception building, new toilet 
block and children’s play area.

Janet said: ‘We opened at the Easter weekend and 
were busy and we have had good feedback from 
people who have stayed.’

The site was sold by property agents Colliers 
Robert Barry in association with D M McKinnon.

Tyndrum caravan site
opens doors again

A TAYNUILT man is planning 
to build the UK’s largest 
mussel farm.

John Holmyard, who sold 
Cadderlie Mussels three years 
ago, is proposing to build an 
18-square kilometre off-shore 
mussel farm in Lime Bay, off 
the south coast of Devon.

Mr Holmyard said there were 
various reasons for not siting 

the planned development off 
the west coast of Scotland but 
stated that the area’s planning 
laws were not one of them.

The super-sized mussel farm 
would allow Mr Holmyard to 
target a relatively untouched 
mussel market in mainland 
Europe.

Mr Holmyard, who ran his 

for 17 years, said: ‘The market 
has changed a lot in the past 20 
years. Before, our market was 
mainly Scotland but we have 

farms are needed in order to 
remain viable.

‘However, for the size of 
farm I want, I can’t put it in a 
loch and the west coast shores 
are too rough.

‘Also mussels generally 
grow better on the south coast 
because it is warmer, and it is 
closer to my target market.’

Mr Holmyard has spent the 
past two years planning his 
offshore development and 
has been to New Zealand and 
France to see what technology 
other countries are using.

He is keen not to cut his ties 

with his Scottish colleagues 
and will be looking to work 
with them, should his mussel 
farm proposal be accepted by 
Devonshire planners.

‘We are a small industry, 
so we often need to work 
together. I would be looking 
for arrangements with farms 
up here, as the growing 
seasons are different.’

John hopes to puts his mussels behind huge new venture

INVERAWE Smokehouse 
near Taynuilt is bucking the 
trend by reporting growing 
sales at a time when most 
businesses are feel the credit 
crunch.

The smoked foods 
business recorded its busiest 
Easter for eight years, with a 
10 per cent increase in sales 
at its visitors centre in April.

Contrary to the economic 
climate, it has also had a 

in mail order and online 
sales, which make up 60 per 
cent of the company’s over-
all annual sales.

Rosie Campbell-Preston, 
Inverawe Smokehouse 
owner, said: ‘We are 
delighted to have bucked 
the trend and experienced 
strong growth, and should 
be boosted by more people 
expected to holiday in Argyll 
this year.’

ARDFERN Yacht Centre 
(AYC) has appointed a new 
manager to take over in 
October.

Mark Cameron, workshop 
manager at the centre, 
will take over from David 
and Lynn Wilkie who are 
retiring after 25 years in the 
business.

Mark has an extensive 
background in the small 
leisure craft industry along 
with a degree in yacht 
manufacture and surveying 
from Southampton Institute.

A keen sailor, Mark has 
worked at Ardfern since 
2002, and has raced aboard 
various yachts on the Clyde 
and west coast, most recently 
aboard Sorr of Appin with 
other family members.

‘We are delighted to be 
promoting Mark to the 
position of general manager,’ 
said AYC director Joanna 
Ashton.

Mark Cameron

Change at
the top

Bucking
the trend

SERVICING • REPAIRS • M.O.T’S
  • TIMING BELTS • BRAKES

Best Price shopping on all tyres, exhausts & brakes
Car/Van Recovery & Repair

Cameron Motors will provide a friendly, 
quick, affordable and reliable service

Contact Twally (Alasdair Cameron)
Mob: 07796 632588
Tel: 01631 562703

Unit 2, Mill Lane, Oban PA34 4HA
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in her home. t20burn01

Nearly curtains
for Margaret

The damage to the window sill and curtains. t20burn02

t20burn02
6.6x7.8

By EUAN PATERSON

Sun and paperweight are almost a lethal combination

AN OBAN man who made abusive 
text messages and phone calls to a 
former partner has been jailed for 
eight months.

At Oban Sheriff Court on 
Monday, Angus MacDougall, of 5B 
Glenshellach Terrace, said he had 
been drinking and taking drugs on 
April 21 after being acquitted at a 
previous trial. 

He admitted making more than 35 
calls, sending messages demanding 
money and threatening to burn down 
his ex-partner’s house, believing she 
had taken money from him. The 36 
year old used two different mobile 

phones to make the calls over two 
days. The ex-partner feared for 
her safety and recorded a call with 
the accused before contacting the 
police.

Defence agent Edward Thornton 
said MacDougall had problems 
with drink and drugs. 

Sentencing MacDougall, who 
had previous convictions, Sheriff 
Douglas Small said he considered 
his actions to be ‘at the top of the 
scale of breach of the peace’. Sheriff 
Small also issued MacDougall with 
a non harassment order in respect of 
the complainer for three years. 

Oban text pest jailed

Easdale
car drives 
island mad

SOMETHING Margaret McLellan 
had always appreciated about her 
dining room was that it always got 
the sun in the morning.

But it was this redeeming quality 
that almost cost the Taynuilt bed 

and breakfast owner her house and 
treasured possessions.

Margaret and husband Tom 
recently returned from the Pan 

Celtic Festival in Ireland to 
discover a burn mark on her dining 
room’s hardwood window sill.

Putting the damage down to a 

didn’t think any more about it 
– until her house almost went on 

It was then she realised that a 
paperweight had focused the sun’s 
rays on the window sill and the 
curtains had burnt through.

‘It is scary to think that a 
paperweight could have caused 
my house to burn down,’ she 
said. ‘If the window sill had been 
made of a softer wood, I’m sure it 
would’ve gone up.

‘We were so lucky nothing caught 

fortunate but I hope it is enough to 
make people think about what they 
put on their window sill.’

The McLellans were not so 
lucky in 2003 when Tom’s new 

of a computer fault.

the car that it burnt Margaret’s car 
and the gable end of their house.

DESPITE her career spanning 
more than 30 years, singer Eddi 
Reader performed in Oban last 

The former Fairground Attraction 
lead singer is touring the UK, 
promoting her new album, Love 
is the way, and received a warm 
reception in Oban’s Corran Halls 
last Thursday.

And her fans, who also left the 
venue raving about support act, folk 
singer Heidi Talbot, were treated 
to a fantastic night of music – even 
though some were disappointed at 
the absence of the singer’s chart 
successes.

Speaking to The Oban Times
before her Oban debut, Ms Reader 
said: ‘I came here on holiday last 
year and my family and I loved 
the place. I thought, why haven’t I 
played here before?’

A quick recount of her previous 
Scottish gigs, to rule out the 
possibility of having performed 
in Oban, takes the Glaswegian 
back to the beginning, recounting 

seven.
‘It was a Thursday afternoon in 

primary school and we were at an 
after-school club with my teacher 
Mrs MacDonald.

Day-dream
‘I always used to just stare out 

the window in a day-dream then 
one day I watched this pretty, smart 
girl walk up to the front of the 
class and sing a song, then another 
girl did some country dancing. 
It became a weekly thing with 
everyone showcasing their talent.

‘One day I asked to sing and 
everyone laughed. I had sung on 
my own before but in front of other 

people I was so nervous I sang with 
my eyes shut, leaning against the 
blackboard in case I collapsed. My 
dad was into Elvis at the time, so I 
sang Love Me Tender.

‘When I opened my eyes 
everyone was staring and Mrs 
MacDonald said: ‘I didn’t know 
you could sing!’

Her new album is one Ms Reader 
says she likes to listen to, which 
she admits, is quite unusual.

‘I tend not to listen to anything 

something I would like to change.
‘Take the Fairground Attraction 

album, for example. I hate listening 
to it, not because I dislike the songs 
but it is too piercing and my voice 
is too sharp.

‘I would love to do it again 
because the production quality is 
so much better these days.’

Eddi Reader backstage following her sound check in Oban’s Cor-
ran Halls. Picture courtesy of Kenny Mathieson

THE LEADER of Glencoe 
Mountain Rescue Team has this 
week expressed his concern that his 
team were not contacted by police 
to attend the recent drownings on 
Loch Awe.

Mr Grieve said his team has a 
rescue boat and could have been 
at the scene in 45 minutes. Instead, 

from Renfrew, which took up to 
three hours.

Mr Grieve said: ‘What was 
really concerning was that nobody 
thought to contact us.

‘The problem was it was a 

different police force. We work 
to Northern Constabulary so 
Strathclyde wouldn’t have known 
we had a rescue boat so near.

‘We need somebody to co-
ordinate. Somebody who knows 
what resources are where.’ 

Responsibility
This week Argyll and Bute MP 

Alan Reid stressed that one agency 
should be allocated responsibility 
for inland water rescue. 

And Highlands and Islands 
MSP Jamie McGrigor is to meet 

representatives.

Mr McGrigor said: ‘We are just 

at the moment but I am still keen 
to get a public meeting organised, 
with all interested parties.’

A review of emergency services’ 
ability to deal with all forms of 
water rescue was announced on 
Tuesday by the Scottish minister 
for community safety Fergus 
Ewing.

Mr Reid said the review was 
a victory for the Loch Awe 
Boat Rescue campaign which is 
fundraising to provide inshore 
cover for the area’s lochs.

Rescue team hits out over loch deaths

DRIVING instructors will 
now be invited to participate 
in Oban High School’s 
Pathway Project.

Instructors in Oban and 
Lorn were furious at being 
left out of a pilot project at 
the school in favour of the 
head teacher’s wife’s driving 
school. But in a u-turn from 
Argyll and Bute Council, 
every driving school in the 
area will be invited to offer 
driving lessons ‘at cost’ to 
school pupils this year.

While Argyll and Bute 
failed to apologise for the 

Teresa Bain’s company Pass 
it On is not an approved 
provider for the council. It 
stated that it was chosen 
because it was the only 
provider that had approached 
the school.

Relationship
Rival driving instructors 

in the area claimed that Pass 
it On had inside information 
about the project because of 

Mrs Bain’s relationship with 
the head teacher, Peter Bain. 

The spokeswoman also 
revealed that Mr Bain had 
declared a note of self 
interest in the selection of 
project partners. ‘Right at 
the start of the process Mr 
Bain exempted himself from 
the decision-making process 
regarding the free lessons 
provided at cost.’

The director of education 
is still investigating the 
situation.

U-turn over school driving lessons

A CAR caused a stir this week 
when it took a short spin on 
the island of Easdale.

The ‘car free’ islanders 
were out in force taking 
pictures of the 4x4 vehicle 
that was taken to the island 
on a barge – claiming that it 

island in living memory.
It is understood that the 

car was delivering welding 
machinery and stayed for no 
more than 20 minutes.

Some residents were 
up in arms about the car’s 
presence.

Tina Jordan, an islander, 
said she was speaking for 
many stating: ‘This type 
of behaviour completely 
undermines the promotion 
of tourism to the island as 
being ‘car free’.

‘With no roads and only 
rough paths, the safety 
of pedestrians, especially 
children, is threatened by a 
vehicle.’ 

A ROTTING deer corpse 
that lay at the side of the 
road by Fearnoch, near 
Taynuilt, over the weekend 
is a public health hazard, 
claims a motorist.

The animal was most 
likely struck by a passing 
vehicle on the A85. It lay on 
the road from last Thursday 
night or early Friday morning 
and was still not removed on 
Monday.

Isla MacFarlane, a resident 

the deer last Friday and it lay 
all weekend.

this has happened.
Antlers

‘Two weeks ago another 
deer with antlers was killed 
in the middle of the road and 
was not removed.

‘It was reduced in size 
day-by-day by motorists 

until it disappeared.
‘Argyll and Bute Council 

is causing problems for 
drivers by not removing 
these animals.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘It is 
the council’s responsibility 
to remove dead animals 
from the side of the road, 
which we try to do as soon as 
possible after being alerted 
to their presence.’

‘Hazardous’ roadside deer corpses should
be removed quicker, says motorist

Drama
focuses on
under-age
drinking

VENISON, puddings and 
seafood were just some of 
the delicious foods to delight 
visitors to Loch Fyne Food 
Fair last weekend.

Food producers from 
across Argyll and beyond 
came to sell their wares at the 
annual festival at Loch Fyne 
Oysters, near Cairndow.

Visitors travelled from 
all over Scotland to sample 

Treats
Winston Churchill Venison 

from Dunoon, Cairndow’s 
Loch Fyne Oysters, Barbreck 
Farms from Ardfern, Fyne 
Ales from Cairndow, 
Bumble’s puddings from 
Lochgilphead and Inverloch 
Cheese from Campbeltown 
were just some of the treats 
on offer.

As well as the varied foods, 
visitors enjoyed a brimming 
craft tent as well as some fair 
ground treats for children.

Bumble’s Puddings from Lochgilphead went down a 
sweet treat with customers. Pictured is Alison Sykora 

and Alexandra Marshall (owner). a20food04

Fyne choice of food at Cairndow

A NEW community centre 
on Coll has been given the 
go-ahead after the island 
won a grant for £852,329 
from the Big Lottery Fund.

The proposed community 
centre, to be called An 
Cridhe (Gaelic for ‘The 
Heart’) will hold space for 
local businesses, a library, 
cultural performances and 

will also offer bunkhouse 
accommodation, which can 
be rented out.

It is hoped work will begin 
on the £2.5m centre in spring 
next year.

Development Coll 
chairman Peter Isaacson 
said: ‘This grant will make 
our dream a reality. It is a 
massive breakthrough for the 

island and means all systems 
go for the creation of a centre 
which will serve as a social 
and cultural lynchpin.’

Other funding has come 
from Argyll and Bute 
Council, Green Energy 
Trust and the islanders 
themselves.

For more information see 
ancridhe.co.uk

£850,000 grant sets Coll up
for new community centre

A DRAMA which tackles 
the issue of underage 
drinking will be shown to 
high school pupils on Islay 
today (Thursday).

Wasted is performed by 
theatre group CragRats 
Alcohol Education Theatre 
Programme and supported 
by drinks company Diageo. 

Argyll and Bute Council 
education spokeswoman 
Councillor Isobel Strong said: 
‘This programme delivers an 
important message to young 
people in a very engaging 
and interactive way.’

A POLISH man has admitted 
to dangerous driving 
following an accident on the 
A83 south of Ardrishaig on 
Monday.

Roman Pazdzion pled 
guilty to the charge when 
he appeared before Dunoon 
Sheriff Court on Tuesday. 
The 40 year old was banned 
from driving for three years 

The road was closed 
for six hours on Monday 
following the crash while 
police carried out accident 

was back to normal by 6pm 
on Monday night.

Three cars were involved 
in the smash, which has 
left two men with serious 
injuries. It is understood the 
men are both from the Mid 
Argyll area.

Dangerous
driver
banned for
three years

SHOPPERS in Lochgilphead 
and surrounding areas are to 

state-of-the art supermarket 
after planning permission 
was granted for a new Co-
operative store at last week’s 
Mid Argyll, Kintyre and 
the Islands Area Committee 
meeting.

The 15,000 sq ft 

supermarket will be built 
on the site of the town’s 
caravan park in Lorne Street. 
The planning application 
was approved by MAKI 
councillors subject to 23 
conditions plus another 
concerning the look of the 
front of the site; this has been 
delegated to local members 
for a decision.

At the meeting in 
Campbeltown last week, 

Kerr told members: ‘We 
weren’t happy with the 
original design but this 
alternative is a much better 
arrangement.’

For more on this story 
see this week’s Argyllshire 
Advertiser.

Green light for £8m supermarket

ARGYLL and Bute’s MP 
has welcomed the news that 
Faslane Naval Base is to 
become the main operating 
base for all classes of 
submarines in the UK.

‘I am delighted,’ said Alan 
Reid. ‘This is great news 
for workers at Faslane and 
the local economy. This 
decision will bring new jobs 
and secures Faslane’s future 
for many years to come.’

He also welcomed the news 
that Fleet Time Engineering 
support for the submarines 
would also be undertaken 
there too.

OBAN’S all-weather 
lifeboat was called out on 
Sunday evening after a yacht 
got into trouble.

The Alcuin had broken 
down around 8pm west of 
Lismore, with three people 
on board and had to be 
towed into Oban Marina by 
the lifeboat.

Yacht
rescued

MP backs
Faslane
moves

LIKE everyone else,  Atlantis 
Leisure Centre in Oban is 
looking for ways to cut its 
electricity bills.

The sports complex is not 
planning to simply switch 
off more lights but wants to 
develop green technology to 
reduce its massive bills.

Speaking at the AGM, 
company secretary Andy 
Newiss said: ‘We are 
planning to invest in more 

the centre to cut our running 
costs.

‘We are looking at options 
such as a wood-chip boiler, 
combined heat and power 
engine, solar panels and 
a variety of other small 
scale options, including 
the extended use of heat 
exchangers.

‘Along with reducing 
costs we are very keen as 
an organisation to ensure 
that we reduce our carbon 
footprint and reduce energy 
consumption as far as 
possible.’

Successes
Neil Matheson, chairman, 

described the meeting as 
upbeat: ‘We have a great 
successes in the last year 
including the pool plant 
upgrade, Playsport coaching 
programmes, healthier food 
options in the café, and 
the sports festival held in 
November.’

Mr Matheson thanked 
sponsors and grant funders 
including Argyll and Bute 
Council, Active Schools, 
The Oban Common Good 
Fund, MacQueen Brothers, 
ABCD – the heart charity, 
McKillop Trust, The Rotary 
Club and the NHS Health 
Improvement Fund.

Green for
go at leisure
centre

Edinburgh
parade is a
con, says
clan chief
AN ARGYLL clan chief 
slammed Edinburgh’s 
Homecoming parade as a 
‘con’ this week.

Niall Livingstone the 
younger, Allodial Baron 
of Bachuil, of Lismore has 
been encouraged to take part 
in the Homecoming Parade 
in Edinburgh on July 25 but 
is concerned about the cost 
of setting up a stall at the 
event.

Baron Livingstone is 
outraged at the cost of 
attending the event. ‘It 
costs £500 to have a tent at 
the event and two people 
have to staff it all day. We 
are not allowed to have any 
commercial ventures inside 
the tent.

‘It seems like a bit of a 
con to me as we have been 
encouraged to be part of the 
day yet having to pay for it 
ourselves.’

Pipe band
looking
forward to
season
INVERARAY and District 
have been preparing for 
the 2009 pipe band season 
where they will have two 

time.
The Juvenile band 

which won the World 
Championships last year have 
been promoted to Grade 2. 
The band will compete under 
the leadership of Pipe Major 
Stuart Liddell. The recently 
formed ‘Wee Band’ will play 
in the Novice Juvenile grade 

under the leadership of Pipe 
Major Robert Stewart.

 Both bands have been 
working hard for the past 

competition will be the 
Scottish Championships at 
Dumbarton this Saturday.

The band have also 
been busy with various 
fundraisers. So far around 
£2,500 has been raised from 
this event with more money 
still to come in. This will 

travel costs of taking two 
buses to most competitions.  



Dyke Charolais sell to 
234.5p per kilo at Stirling
UNITED Auctions sold 2026 store cattle and 342 store hoggs 
and ewes with lambs at foot at Stirling last Wednesday.

Bullocks averaged 178.96p (-4.27p) and sold to 234.50p 
per kg for a 290kg Charolais cross from Dyke and £1,000 
for a 671kg Limousin cross from Gilmeadowland.

Heifers averaged 172.46p (-4.07p) and sold to 209.80p per 
kg for a 370kg Charolais cross from Kipperoch and £970 for 
a 538kg Blonde d’Aquataine from Over Kellie

Forward cattle averaged 146.67p and sold to 162.20p and 
£1135 for a Belgian blue cross from Camsiscan.

Cast cows averaged 116.05p and sold to 176.30p and 
£1315 for a Aberdeen Angus cross from Westhall.

Texel hoggs from Croft sold to £86 with Texel ewes with 
twin lambs at foot from High Parks selling to £147; and 
£142 for Mules with twins from Shawbraes.

STIRLING                   
United
Auctions
Bullocks
Up to 250kgs Catslackburn 
£470, Toward 195.00p; 251-
300kgs Milton of Larg £690, 
Dyke 234.50p; 301-350kgs 
Sauchrie Mains £740, 
Hall 218.60p; 351-400kgs 
Crookston £830, 216.10p; 
401-450kgs Classlochie 
£850, Auchgoyle 206.40p; 
451-500kgs Dalchirla 
£900, Muirside/Mid 
Wellwood 192.50p;  501-
550kgs Classlochie £905, 
Netherholm 170.50p;  551 
600kgs Gilmeadowland 
£945, 161.20p; 601-650kg 
Gilmeadowland £980, 
158.90p; 651-700kgs 
Gilmeadowland £1000, 
149p
Heifers
Up to 250kgs Coalheighglen 
£480, 195.90p; 251-
300kgs Barlaugh £580, 
Kipperoch 209.80p; 301-
350kgs Auchgoyle £700, 
South Brownhill 209.20p; 
351-400kgs Ardyne £750, 
Dyke 206.70p;  401-450kgs 
Muirside/Mid Wellwood 
£805, 190.80p;  451-500kgs 
Kincraigie £795, 170.40p; 

501-550kgs Over Kellie 
£970, 180.30p;  551-600kgs 
Over Kellie £940, 168.50p; 
601-650kgs Sorn Mains 
£920, 148.40p
Bulls
Dalvey (Sim) £1035, 115p
Sheep
Hoggs: Croft (Tex) £86; 
Edinchip (Suff) £70.50; 
Shawbraes (Chev) £70; 
Strewiebank and Shawbraes 
(Mule) £67; Edinchip (BF) 
£60. Ewes & lambs: High 
Parks (Tex & twins) £147; 
Shawbraes (Mule & twins) 
£142; High Parks (Tex & 
singles) £110; Daldravaig 
(Mule & singles) £95; 
Shawbraes (X & singles) 
£93. Feeders: Croft (Tex) 
£85; Achavoulig (X) £50; 
Croft (BF) £42.

DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland
Marts
Heifer with male calf: Sho 
– 4 & 5 Totescore, Portree, 
£1,700; SimX – Upper 
Muckovie, £1,250. Heifer 
with heifer calf: AAX – 4 & 
5 Totescore, £1,600; LuiX 
– 4 & 5 Totescore, £1,600; 
Lim – 4 & 5 Totescore, 

£1,500; ShoX – 4 & 5 
Totescore, £1,400; SimX 
– Upper Muckovie, £1,200. 
Cow with male calf: Lim 
– Knocknagael, £2,950; 
BBX – Brae of Balnabeen, 
Culbokie, £2,600; LimX 
– Eilburn, Conon Bridge, 
£2,600; SimX – Milton of 

£1,350; AA – New Park, 
Callanish, Isle of Lewis, 
£1,080. Cow with heifer calf: 
Lim – Knocknagael, £3,350; 
BBX – Knocknagael, 
£2,950; SimX – Milton of 

– Brae of Balnabeen, £1,600; 
Sim – Brae of Balnabeen, 
£1,220; AAX – Milton of 

– Slattadale, Lochmaree, 
£1,200. In calf cows: BBX 
– Brae of Balnabeen, 
£1,500; SimX – Brae of 
Balnabeen, and Milton 

LimX – Brae of Balnabeen, 
£1,350; LuiX – Newton of 
Ferintosh, £1,320; Sho – 34 
Newmarket, Stornoway, 
£1,090; Sim – Easter Urray, 
Muir of Ord, £1,080; CharX 
– 34 Newmarket, £1,000. 
Bulling heifers: ShoX 
– Tullochgribban Mains, 
£780.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Limited sold 164 
breeding cattle. 

This included dispersals from 
The Crofters Commission, 
Knocknagael, of 22 head 
averaging £2,430, Messrs 
W C McBean & Co, Milton 

averaging £1,451, and from Mrs 
J Patience, Brae of Balnabeen, 
of 22 head averaging £1,778. 
All classes sold at extreme 
rates well above expectations 
of the sale at Dingwall. 

Heifers with male calves sold 

to £1,900 for a Simmental cross 
cow from Upper Muckovie, 
Inverness.

Heifers with heifer calves sold 
to £1,700 for a Shorthorn cross 
cow from Upper Muckovie. 
Cows with bull calves sold 
to £3,000 for a Limousin 

cross cow from Knocknagael, 
Inverness-shire, while cows 
with heifer calves sold to 
£3,400 for a Limousin cross 
cow also from Knocknagael. 

In-calf heifers sold to 
£1,450 for a Simmental cross 

Ardersier, while in-calf cows 
sold to £1,750 for a Simmental 
cross from Newton of 
Ferintosh, Conon Bridge. 

Bulling heifers sold to 
£800 for a Shorthorn from 
Tullochgribban Mains, Dulnain 
Bridge.

Whitebridge Limousin 
bull is Dingwall champion
DINGWALL and  Highland Marts Ltd sold 37 pedigree 
bulls at their Messrs Mackenzie, Whitebog sponsored 
annual show and sale at Dingwall last Wednesday.

Pedigree beef bulls sold to a top of 4400gns and averaged 

Charolais 1950gns; six Simmental 2083gns; and three 
Aberdeen Angus 1560gns.

The top price was paid by Messrs Alexander Brothers, 
Auchenbreddie, Insch, for a 22 month old Limousin from 
Messrs James McConachie & Son, Lethendry, Cromdale.

The judge, Mr J Pirie, Chapelpark Farm, Kingussie 
awarded the champion to a 23 month old Limousin from 
Messrs Knockie Estate, Whitebridge, Inverness-shire, which 
sold to Messrs Home Farms, Oldtown of Leys, Inverness 
for 3500gns. 

The reserve champion went to a 20 month old Saler from 
Messrs Mackenzie, Whitebog, Fortrose.

Shearing crisis 
avoided
WORK permits for foreign 
sheep shearers are to be fast 
tracked, after concessions were 
made by the UK government. 

The British Wool Marketing 
Board had expressed concerns 
that new regulations on work 
visas could have prevented 
experienced shearers from New 
Zealand and Australia making 
their usual summer trip to the 
UK to work. 

Registered Collie 
Dog Pups,

black/white for sale.
Tel: 07825 038955 
(anytime) or 01880 

760244 Iain McConnell
Working Collie Dog, 
two years old, plenty 

Also Collie Dog 16 months 
old, starting to work, 

grandson of 
S. Davidson’s ‘Star’.
Please call after 6pm 

01796470120.

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

A.A.McIntyre 
Poultry

POINT OF LAY 
PULLETS

Black Rocks, Isa Brown 
and White Star.

Also available turkeys and 
meat chickens

Poultry housing and 
equipment

Delivery all areas
Tel: 01292 591266 or 

07779311149

Sale held at Oban Livestock 
Centre on Tuesday May 5

Oban - Caledonian Marts 
(Stirling) Ltd (Tuesday 5 
May 2009) sold 171 store, 
breeding and OTM cattle.

Bullocks (73) averaged 
187p to 221p per kg for 
a 355kg Charolais from 
Arileod, Isle of Coll 

and £920 gross for a 
460kg Limousin from Mill, 
Benderloch.

Heifers (65) averaged 180p 
per kg to 200p per kg for a 
400kg Limousin from Mill 
and

£940 for a 560kg Limousin 
from Tyree, Benderloch.

Bulls (4) averaged 146p 
to 166p for two 380kg 
Limousins from Ellary 
Farms, Lochgilphead and 
to £630 for two Limousins 
from Ellary Farms.

OTM cattle (22) averaged 
119p per kg to 146p per kg 
for a 590kg Limousin cow 
from Ardachy, North Connel 
and to £860 for a 590kg 
Limousin from Ardachy. 
Cows: British Blue - £800 
Achnacreebeg; Lim - £720 
Ardachy & Achnacreebeg; 
£720 Dunach Estates; Sim 
- £710 Culbhuirg.

Breeding cattle (11) sold to 
£780 for a Limousin Heifer 
and Calf from 77 Borve, 
Barra.Simmental Cow and 
Calf £700 Balure; British 

UNITED Auctions held their Second Spring 
Sale of all classes Cattle and Sheep at Tiree 
Auction Mart.

A mixed offering of grazing stirks sold in 
keeping with current rates. Cows also sold 
in keen demand.  All classes of sheep sold at 
enhanced rates. Grazing Bullock Stirks from 
No24 Balephetrish sold to £725 for a pen of 3 
Limousin Crosses whilst a pen of 2 Limousin 
Cross Bullock Stirks from No8 Cornaigbeg 
sold at 228 pence per kilo. 

Charolais Heifer Stirks from No8 Cornaigbeg 
sold at £675 per head whilst Limousin Cross 
Heifer Calves from Skipinnis sold to 181 
pence per kilo.  Cast Cows from Clachan sold 
to £850. Hoggs from 6 Barrapol sold to £75.50 
per head and Ewes from Heylipol Farm sold 
to £71.

Principal lots and prices
Top prices per head bullocks AAx: £585 (2) 

24 Balephetrish. BRBx: £575 Ruaig. LIMx
£725 (3), £700 & £600 (2) 24 Balephetrish: 
£580 (2) & £570 (5) 8 Cornaigbeg: £560 
(2) 6 Balevullin: £555 Ruaig: £545 & £500 
4 Heanish: £500 Ruaig & 6 Balevullin. 
SALx £700 24 Balephetrish. SIMx: £675 

24 Balephetrish: £570 8 Cornaigbeg: £555 
Lochphuil.

Heifers
Charx: £675 (2) 8 Cornaigbeg. Limx: £500 

& £470 (2) Ruaig: £450 (2) Skipinnis. SIMx: 
£630 Hillcrest: £530 & £520 Lochphuil: £500 
Hillcrest.

OTM Cows £850 Clachan: £660, £645, 
£625 & £615 6 Barrapol: £610 and £600 
Lochphuil.

Top prices per kilo bullocks
LIMx: 228p (2) – 8 Cornaigbeg: 209p – 4 

Heanish: 201p – Ruaig: 199p – 8 Cornaigbeg: 
198p – 4 Heanish : 197p (2) – 8 Cornaigbeg: 
194p – 6 Balevullin: 193p (3) – 24 Balephetrish. 
SIMx: 199p – 8 Cornaigbeg

Heifers LIMx: 181p (2) & 180p (2) – 
Skipinnis. CHARx: 180p (2) – 8 Cornaigbeg

Sheep Ewes £71 Heylipol Farm: £63.50 
Crofthouse: £55.00 Heylipol Farm: £54.50 
3 Middleton: £52.50 6 Barrapol: £48.50 
Crofthouse: £46.00 Heylipol Farm: £45.50 4 
Heanish and Whitehouse.

Hoggs £75.50 6 Barrapol: £74.50 7 Balinoe: 
£67.00, £66.50 & £60.00 6 Barrapol: £50.00 
5 Balemartine.
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Blue Bulling Heifer £620 
Annat.

Leading prices per head 
and per kilo (store cattle)  
Bullocks: up to 250kgs 
- Ellary & Dunolliebeg 
£470, 200p &, 251-300kgs 
Ardachy £620, Arileod 
209p; 301-350kgs Ardachy 
&  Arileod £740, 206p; 
351-400kgs Achnacreebeg 
£735, Arileod 220p; 401-
450kgs Stroneskar £670, 
Ardachy 200p; 451-500kgs 
Mill £920, 200p. Heifers: up 
to 250kgs Elderberry £420, 
South Ardnaclach 195p; 251-
300kgs Achnaba £560, 193p; 
301-350kgs Achnacreebeg 
£630, 193p; 351-400kgs

Mill Â£800, 200p; 401-
450kgs Achnacreemore; 
Shenavallie £730, 173p; 
551-600kgs Tyree £940, 
160p.

Oban Caledonian Marts 
(Stirling) Ltd also sold 797 
Store Hoggets, Feeding 
Ewes and Ewes with Lambs 
at Foot. Store Hoggets sold 
to £76 for a pen of Texels 
from 19 East Hynish, Tiree. 

Leading prices per head 
Hoggets: Tex - £75 19 
East Hynish; Mule - £71 
Achenreir; Suff - £63 
Ardshellach; Cross - £60 
Ardnacross; BF - £58 
Balmackillichan.

Ewes sold to £78 for Texels 
from Ardiona, Iona.

X ewes £56 Strongorm and 
Balmackillichan; Mules - 
£53 Stronacriobh and 19 East 
Hynish; CH - £50 Callart; 
Tex - £49 Stronacroibh. 

Tups: Tex - £53 Maol;  CH 
- £48 Pennygownl Mule - 
£4 Craigentaggart; X - £45 
East Hynish. BF Ewes with 
Twin Lambs £68  Callart; X 
Ewes with Twin Lambs £112 
Callart.

Knocknagael farm stock sells to £3,400 at sale

Business was brisk at last week’s sheep sale at Oban Livestock Centre.

Oban Livestock Centre Sale

Tiree Sale - May 7 2009

LOCHABER Agricultural 
Society is holding a stock 
judging competition at 7pm 
on Friday May 15 at the Rural 
Complex in aid of this year’s 
agricultural show at Torlundy in 
August.

Stock judging

Farming 
newsdesk    

01631       
568000

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

West Coast
Property Guide
Sell your property online at our new website:

2 BEDROOM 
FLAT TO LET

Oban
Central location

£500 pcm plus council 
tax and utilities.
References and 

deposit
Immediate entry

Tel 07946 299898

FOR SALE
Detached bungalow with superb views.
Three bedrooms, lounge, kitchen/diner, utility room, 

bathroom, separate shower room, large conservatory.
Fully double glazed. Oil central heating plus 

multi fuel stove.
Detached garage, garden sheds, attractive gardens.

4 miles from Campbeltown.

Tel: 01586 554 629

FLAT TO LET
ONE BEDROOM 
FURNISHED FLAT
4 miles north of 

Fort William
Available immediately.

Long or short let 
available.

Rent £450 pcm 
+ Council Tax

Contact 01855 821202
FLAT TO LET 

CONNEL VILLAGE

Please contact 
01631 566627 - Tue-Thur

9am to 5pm

OBAN LIVESTOCK CENTRE 
Due to the continuing success of the 

Centre, we are carrying out an extensive 
refurbishment to provide our current 

tenants with larger and better premises. 
In addition, we are creating a multi-

storage if required. The unit has 97 sq 
mtrs of space and would suit a variety 
of businesses. We will be offering a 

competitive rent with availability at the 
beginning of August.

Please contact:   John MacGregor or Gavin Hill 
 RA Clement Associates 
 Tel: 01631 562643 

WANTED

Stewart Balfour & Sutherland
SOLICITORS & ESTATE AGENTS

THE PROPERTY SHOP

All our properties can be viewed on our website
www.sbslaw.co.uk

Tel: 01546 602903 

TARBERT
FOR LEASE
Rockfield, Pier Road
Large 2 bedroom FIRST FLOOR FLAT forming part of an 
elegant DETACHED VILLA in Tarbert.  All local amenities are 
within a short walk.  Accommodation includes sitting room, 
breakfasting kitchen, 2 bedrooms, study/3rd bedroom and 
bathroom. Offered furnished/part furnished/unfurnished 
£450pcm  including Council Tax.

CRERAN GARDENS, OBAN
For Sale:  A successfully 
extended modern Semi 
Detached Bungalow offering 
well appointed and attractively 
presented accommodation in a 
conveniently located residential 
area on the fringe of the town.  

Hall, Lounge, Dining Room, Kitchen, 3 Bedrooms (1 En suite 
Shower Room), Bathroom. Enclosed Garden with Parking & 
Shed.   Offers over £165,000.

BRIDGE OF AWE, TAYNUILT
For Sale:  An attractive 
individual Building Plot in 
a secluded woodland setting 
with views of the west peak 
of Ben Cruachan.  Extending 
to just under one acre with 
services available nearby and 
east access, the plot has outline planning permission for a 
single dwellinghouse.  Offers over £80,000.

FLAT FOR RENT
CAMPBELTOWN

£310 pcm

Tel: 07785 542811

1 BEDROOM 
FLAT TO LET

Recently refurbished
Oban Town Centre

£450 pcm + 
C/Tax and Bills

No D.S.S., Smokers or 
Pets

References required

Contact 01681 704032 
or 0774 7863811

15 Mamore 
Road,

Kinlochleven

A well-maintained 
family home in 
an established 
residential area 
close to local 
amenities.

Large reception 
room, kitchen and 
dining area, two 
bedrooms, shower room 
and garden to front and rear.

Offers in the region of £80,000 invited

33 High Street  Fort William  PH33 6DJ

Offices also at: Inverness  Perth  Eastern England  London

01397 702433
bidwells.co.uk

Carn Dearg House, North Road, Fort William, PH33 6PP

WANTED 
To rent – Long Term

The Oban Times PO Box No 44
Oban, PA34 4HB

FOR SALE TO LET

FOR SALE

COMMERCIAL

FOR SALE

Campbeltown

LAND FOR SALE
Development Site in country 
location near town. Planning 

consent for 5 houses.
 Tel: 07900 563571

33 High Street  Fort William  PH33 6DJ

Offices also at: Inverness  Perth  Eastern England  London

Carn Dearg House, North Road, Fort William, PH33 6PP

Horse Grazing Available
Oban Area

Contact Graeme Ferguson
graeme.ferguson@bidwells.co.uk

01397 702433

BORDER COLLIE PUPS, 
working stock, vaccinated 
and micro chip. 12 weeks. 
Various colours, discount 

for brace. Can deliver, both 
parents can be seen.

Tel 01466 720737 or 
07549261788.

10 ROUND 
BALES OF GOOD 

QUALITY HAY
Tel 01567 830259 
(Lochearnhead)

MacPhee & Partners

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB

www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

37A GLENCRUITTEN 
DRIVE, OBAN 
Offers Over £104,995

Ground Floor Flat. In Convenient Location. 
Lounge. Kitchen. 2 Bedrooms. Bathroom. DG. 
Gas CH. Shared Garden.
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
TEAM MANAGER

Marine Harvest (Scotland) is the largest 
Aquaculture Company operating in Scotland.  
Our marine and freshwater sites are located 
throughout the West Coast and Outer Isles. 
We are seeking an Environmental Manager who will take a leading role in 
managing our company compliance commitments and strategic development 

development of our production base. 
The successful candidate will be educated to Degree level in Environmental 
Science, Marine Biology or another related discipline.  In addition 2 years 

desirable.  Candidates should possess working knowledge of EIA process 
& environmental modelling, whilst an understanding of planning and 
environmental policy relating to sustainable development would be a 
distinct advantage. The incumbent will also possess excellent computer 
skills, particularly in Microsoft Excel, Word and PowerPoint, along with 
competence in basic statistics and exceptional literacy skills.  A driving 
license is also essential.
In return, Marine Harvest offers a highly competitive salary and a generous 
relocation package should it be required.
If you would like to be considered for this interesting post, please apply in 
writing: Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, Business Resource Centre, 
Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT.  The closing date for the 
receipt of applications is Friday 22nd May 2009.

VAN DRIVER

As a leading
employer in 
the care field 

we offer 
competitive

pay and 
benefits
package.

www.
choicescare.com

CHOICES CARE is an equal 
opportunities employer.

As a respected provider of Community Care Services UK-Wide our 
commitment is to supporting individuals to independence through 
quality service provision.

SUPPORT WORKERS
OBAN. £6.77 - £6.98 PER HOUR

We seek to recruit enthusiastic and motivated SUPPORT 
WORKERS to support a number of individuals in the OBAN area. 
The main tasks of some of the posts are to provide support to a 
number of young women to be active in their local community.

No experience is required as full training will be given. There 
are flexible shift patterns available and we have vacancies for 
full time, part time and bank staff. As well as a competitive rate 
of pay, we offer an extensive benefits package which includes 
support to achieve SVQ2, childcare vouchers and a pension 
scheme.

CHOICES
CARE

For further information or an application pack please contact 
Karen McKenzie on 01631 567650 or Sheila Manderson on 
01436 679003.
All posts are subject to an Enhanced Disclosure Scotland check.

Administrative Officer
West Argyll Forest District, Lochgilphead
£16,154 plus benefits – fixed term for two years with 
the possibility of extension or permanency although there 
is no guarantee. 
You’ll provide administrative support to the Forest District,
concentrating mainly on the provision of support to the
Operations team covering the Argyll and Lochaber area.
You must have a minimum of five GCSEs or equivalent 
(A-C Passes) including English and/or significant experience
working in an administrative post. Numeracy skills and
proficiency in MS Office applications are essential. 
Benefits include a Civil Service Pension or stakeholder pension
scheme, 25 days annual leave and flexible working options. 
To apply visit our website at the address below or write 
to Shireen West, HR Operations, 231 Corstorphine Road,
Edinburgh EH12 7AT. Please note all applications must 
be accompanied by a Forestry Commission application form. 
Please quote ref: HR09/12. 
No recruitment agencies please. 
Closing date: 1 June 2009.
The Forestry Commission is committed
to providing equal opportunities 
for all sectors of the community,
irrespective of age, disability, 
ethnicity, gender, marital status, 
religion, sexuality, transgender 
and working patterns.

www.forestry.gov.uk/vacancies

Support for people with learning disabilities in a range 
of home and community settings.

support workers
EASTER ROSS (ALNESS AND INVERGORDON) 

PART-TIME POSTS FROM 19.5 UP TO 30 + HOURS PER WEEK

£7.86 - £8.33 PER HOUR

relief register workers
EASTER ROSS, INVERNESS, NAIRN, GOLSPIE AND FORT WILLIAM

£7.86 PER HOUR

REFERENCE NO FOR ALL POSTS:  SW/ER/1990

Following the recent expansion of our support services we are 
looking for people to join our established teams in Alness and 
Invergordon which provide support services to adults with learning 
disabilities living in their own homes. You will enjoy working with 
people and have a positive attitude and commitment towards 
making a difference to the lives of the people we support. Duties of 
workers will include providing direct physical assistance, emotional 
support and advice and help to enable individuals to maintain their 
home environment and to develop a life in their local community.
We also have a number of opportunities for people to join our 
relief registers in Easter Ross, Inverness, Nairn, Golspie and Fort 
William. Relief register work would suit people who cannot 
commit to a contracted post but who are available at certain times 
for support work.
Experience of working with people with learning disabilities is 
desirable but not essential as induction and ongoing training, 
support and supervision will be provided.
Key provides interesting work, excellent conditions and the chance 
to really make a difference. Evening, weekend work and sleepover 
responsibilities are required for contracted posts.
Closing date for completed applications 29th May 2009.

For an application form, job description and copy of our equal opportunities policy, 
please email: jobs@keyhousing.org telephone 0141 342 1892 (24 hour answering 
service), visit our website at www.keyhousing.org or write quoting job title and location 
to the Personnel Manager at Key Housing Association, Savoy Tower, 77 Renfrew Street, 
Glasgow G2 3BZ.

KEY

Charity No. SC006652

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY
10½ft length 6½ft width

Mobile Burger Van
Very good condition

2 x stainless steel tea urns 
(water), 2 x hot plated, 
stainless steel splash 
backs, self contained, 

powered by gas, all ready 

on enquiry. 

Telephone 
07733 080339

Delivery/Collection/Drivers
Various positions have arisen to operate 

from our Oban Depot, including Van 

and up to LGV Class II  Drivers. Please 

apply in writing enclosing a current C.V 

to Oban Express, Unit 7A Glengallan 

Road, Oban Argyll PA34 4HJ

Live-in housekeeper/cook 
required for country house 

near Pitlochry
May suit couple.

Generous 2 bedroom flat provided.
Must have clean driving licence and references

Apply in writing to Box no 43. The Oban Times Ltd, 
P.O Box 1 , Oban Argyll PA34 4HB

MANAGER REQUIRED
for West Coast Mussel Farming Business with responsibility 
for harvesting, grading and maintenance of 8 sites in Loch Etive 
and 3 sites in Loch Creran, and associated staff management. 

Applications to: Muckairn Mussels Ltd, Achnacloich, 
Connel, Argyll PA37 1PR.

Inshore Fisheries Groups –
Appointment of Independent Chair
Moray Firth, North West Scotland and Small Isles and Mull
3 year appointment – £150 per day
IFGs (Inshore Fisheries Groups) aim to improve the management of Scotland’s
inshore fisheries out to 6 nautical miles and to give commercial inshore fishermen
(owners, skippers and crew) a strong voice in wider marine management
developments. IFGs will develop inshore fisheries management plans in their
respective areas.

IFGs are non statutory bodies which are independent of The Scottish Government.
A number of IFGs are planned around the Scottish coast. The second tranche of
three groups have been set up in the Moray Firth, North West Scotland and Small
Isles and Mull. Indpendent chairs will be appointed to these three IFGs and the
groups will be supported.

An honorarium will be paid and travel and subsistence costs will be reimbursed.
The IFG will set its own schedule and frequency for meetings but it is expected that
there would be 1 day per month required. Meetings will be held within the IFG area.

The Chair must have both a leadership and an interpersonal role and will lead
and manage the IFGs business, providing clear direction on the objectives of the
IFG, promoting constructive debate and effective decision-making at meetings.
You should have the ability to lead and obtain consensus within the IFG.
Experience of chairing boards or committees is essential and knowledge of the
fishing industry is desirable.

For further information on the IFGs please see The Scottish Government website at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Fisheries/Sea-Fisheries/InshoreFisheries

If you are interested in this appointment, application packs can be obtained by
contacting the address below. You should provide your name, address and the
appointment that you are interested in.

Applications should be e-mailed to: Anne.Paterson@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

Alternatively return by post to: The Scottish Government Marine Directorate,
IFG Appointments, Room 511, Pentland House, 47 Robbs Loan, Edinburgh EH14 1TY,
Tel: 0131 244 6442. The closing date for applications is Friday 29 May 2009.

Administrative Officer
Oban
£14,000 - £16,947
Enjoying a wide range of responsibilities, you’ll be a part of a busy team providing vital
support to our Agricultural staff. As well as administrative work, such as maintaining
records and processing claims, you’ll also handle enquiries. You’ll deal with members of
the public, both over the telephone and in person, and you’ll need to have excellent
communication skills. Keyboard and numeracy skills are also desirable, as a large part of
your role will involve recording and retrieving information from our computer system.

You will have the ability to work under pressure to meet tight deadlines, work effectively
within a team and be able to prioritise your workload. Experience of using Microsoft
Word, Outlook and Excel, or similar software packages would be an advantage, whilst
some office experience is preferable.

You should also have passes in a minimum of 2 SCE Standard or Ordinary Grades,
including English and a subject requiring competency in figure work, such as
Mathematics, Physics, or Accounting.

Candidates with a disability who meet the minimum criteria for the appointment will be
invited to interview.

Apply online at http://www.work-for-scotland.org

If you experience any difficulties accessing the Work for Scotland website, please 
contact HR Central Resourcing Unit on 0131 244 3815, or alternatively, write to Scottish
Government, Central Resourcing Unit, S1 Spur, Saughton House, Broomhouse Drive,
Edinburgh EH11 3XD.

Completed applications must be submitted by Friday 29 May 2009.

We welcome applications from all suitably qualified people
and aim to employ a diverse workforce which reflects the
people of Scotland.

An Equal Opportunities Employer

Relief Library & Service Point Assistant
Kinlochleven Community Library & Service
Point, £8.90 per hr, ref: L/47/09

Find out more from Amy McDougall 
or Anna Benvin, tel (01855) 832048.
Application forms
online or 
tel (01349) 868504.

Closing date: 
29 May 2009

www.highland.gov.uk

Area Officer
£19,146, (Ref: 071-077)
Based Lochgilphead, Argyll and Stirling

If you're experienced in environmental, agricultural or countryside management,
this is an excellent opportunity to lead the Kintyre Local Goose Management
Scheme and contribute towards the wider work of SNH in Argyll and Stirling.
Drawing on your good working knowledge of local farming systems, you'll help
integrate productive farming with the conservation of wild geese and their grazing
on farm land whilst also assisting with SNH's contribution to the management of
designated sites and the Scotland Rural Development Programme.
Ideally, you've a knowledge of SNH or SGRIPD schemes, particularly relating to
geese or the management of other species which can produce conflicts with
agricultural activities. What’s certain is that you understand the relevant issues and
can work effectively with farmers and local people. This calls for excellent
communication skills and the ability to organise and meet deadlines. Not least, you’ll
need the confidence to manage a small team of part time staff who’ll support you.

We're as supportive, committed and proud of our people as we
are of the natural world around us. Find out more, and apply,
online. Alternatively, call 01463 725182.

Closing date – 29 May 2009.

Scottish Natural Heritage is the leading public
body responsible for advising Ministers on
matters relating to the natural heritage. The natural
environment is a key asset that underpins Scotland’s wealth, health and
quality of life. Our job is to conserve this resource, to promote its sustainable
management and to encourage people to access and enjoy it responsibly.

snhjobs.co.uk

WORKBOAT CREW
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd is the largest 
Aquaculture Company operating in Scotland.  Our 
marine and freshwater sites are located throughout 
the West Coast and Outer Isles.  
As a result of an exciting new venture within 
Marine Harvest’s Seawater operations, three new positions have become 
available for two skippers and a deckhand to man the Company’s new 15 x 
7 metre catamaran. 
The boat will be based at Kyle and will service Marine Harvest’s sites on the 
north mainland, and Western Isles. This operation will play a vital role in terms 
of supporting the sites and further enhance biological performance through net 
maintenance in conjunction with the proposed net service station in Scalpay. 
Other operations will include the cleaning and transfer of pens between locations 
as well as assisting with bath treatments and mooring works. 
Applicants for the skipper roles must be strong team players who hold valid 

cover Area Category 3 waters, up to 20 miles from a safe haven day or night. 
They should have relevant experience in operating work vessels between 12 and 
24 metre in length and have knowledge of the west coast of Scotland. In addition 

The successful candidates will liaise with the Farm Managers to provide 
an operational plan and should have strong interpersonal, communication, 
organisational and planning skills as well as the ability to problem solve. In addition 
the successful applicants will be required to ensure that the vessel is cleaned and 
maintained to a high standard and keeping up to date bio-security records will 
be a key priority.
Applicants for the deckhand role must be strong team players and hold valid sea 

from an attractive salary package, including bonus. 
If you feel you have the necessary skills to rise to this challenge, please apply in 
writing no later than Friday 22nd May 2009 to: Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources 
Manager, Marine Harvest (Scotland) Limited, Business Resource Centre, Blar 
Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 7PT.
Informal enquires can be addressed to Karl Scott, Area Manager (North), Farms 

e-mail karl.scott@marineharvest.com

CHEF
WANTED
Contact Colin 

Johnston
at Gigha Hotel 

on
01583 505254 

for more details

MV TAMAR 
currently operating Falkland Islands.

Master
Required for two months 

relief commencing June 10.

Argyll Coastal Services Ltd
The Boat Store, Lower Dunollie Road, 

Oban. Argyll PA34 5PJ
Tel 01631 565005 mobile 07766 110747

E-mail: argyllcoastal@btinternet.com

Experienced Chefs and 
waiting staff required 

Oban area
Full time and permanent positions.
Salary dependent on experience.

Tel 01631 710 408

MID ARGYLL 
Unfurnished carpeted Courtyard Cottage in return 

for 15 hours Laundry/Domestic help per week. 
Would suit mature/semi retired person.

Car driver. No DHSS. References essential.
Apply in writing to Box No 45. The Oban Times Ltd, 

P.O Box 1 Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
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SALEN WW1 
MEMORIAL

RESTORATION 
FUND

Appeal for public 
subscriptions

donations to fund 
at Clydesdale Bank 
Tobermory or to 
Mrs C MacIver, 

9 Jarvis Field Place, 
Salen, Aros.

Lodge St.Modan 
No.985

Regular meeting 
to be held on 20th 
May  @ 7:45pm 

in the Victory Hall 
Benderloch
M.M.Degree

A.O.C.B.
Rehearsal to be held 

at above Hall on 
17th.May @ 7pm  

Test Fees Due

INFORMATION NOTICE
NATURE CONSERVATION (SCOTLAND) 

ACT 2004
West Inverness-shire Lochs 

Scottish Natural Heritage gives notice that on 7 May 2009, 
in accordance with its duty under Schedule 1 paragraph 
4 of the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004, it 

November 2007 of land centred on NH163224, NH127098, 
NH225020, NH124013, NH295034, NN055944, 
NH161048, and NH158038 within Highland as West 

obtained free of charge from Scottish Natural Heritage, 
The Governor’s House, The Parade, Fort William, PH33 
6BA. The boundary map, description of the natural 
features of special interest (citation) and list of operations 
requiring consent can also be seen on the SSSI Register 
held by the Registers of Scotland – www.sssi.ros.gov.uk

Kristin Scott, Area Manager
Scottish Natural Heritage
The Governor’s House, 
The Parade
Fort William
PH33 6BA

Proposed Assignation 
of a Croft
Helen Ann MacColl, crofter, 
is applying to the Crofters 
Commission for consent 
to assign the tenancy of 
the croft at 5 Blaich, By 
Fort William, to Christine 
Catherine Cameron of 6 
Blaich, by Fort William. 
If you have any objection to 
the proposal, you may submit 
representations in writing or 
some other permanent form 
to the Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness IV2 
3EQ by 11th June, 2009, 
specifying your interest in the 
application and your reasons 
for objecting. A copy of any 
representations made will be 
forwarded to the applicant.

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
COMHAIRLE NA GÀIDHEALTACHD

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL (ARDGOUR) (PART TIME 20MPH
SPEED LIMIT) ORDER 2007

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that The Highland Council has made an Order,
in terms of Section 84 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, entitled as above.

The Order was previously advertised in the Oban Times on 6 December, 2007 and
its effect is as described therein. The Order was made on 8 May 2009 and comes
into effect on 16 May 2009.  

A copy of the Order, as made, together with a copy of the relevant plan can be
inspected at TEC Services Office, Carrs Corner, Fort William or The Highland Council
Service Point at Lochaber House, High Street Fort William on weekdays during normal
opening hours or at The Highland Council Service Point, Acharacle Resource
Centre, Morrison Place, Acharacle on Tuesday and Friday from 12 noon to 5pm.

Any person who wishes to question the validity of the Order or any of their provisions
on the grounds that they are not within the powers of the Road Traffic Regulation
Act, or that a requirement of that Act or of the relevant Regulations made thereunder
has not been complied with may, within six weeks from the date on which the
Orders were made, make application for that purpose to the Court of Session.

Mr N F Christie, Solicitor The Highland Council, Lochaber House, High Street,
Fort William 15 May 09

www.highland.gov.uk – 01463 702000

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND
ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984 
THE A82 DALNOTTAR-INVERNESS TRUNK ROAD A82 BA 
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 
ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS, as the relevant roads authority, are considering
implementing the following project to replace the bridge over the River Ba 
on the A82 on Rannoch Moor. The project includes the erection of a
temporary bridge, the demolition of the existing bridge and construction
of a replacement bridge on the existing piers the general effect of which
will be to provide a replacement length of trunk road which forms part of
the A82 Dalnottar-Inverness Trunk Road. 
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that the project is subject to the
environmental impact assessment procedure prescribed by sections 20A
and 55A of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 as amended and they have
prepared an Environmental Statement in accordance with the provisions
of that Act as amended. 
COPIES of the Environmental Statement are available for inspection by
any person, free of charge, during normal business hours from 12th May
2009 to 23rd June 2009 at: 
The offices of Transport Scotland, Reception, 9th Floor, Buchanan House,
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 OHF, between 08.30 - 17.00 Monday 
to Thursday and 08.30 - 16.30 on a Friday; and The National Trust for
Scotland Visitor Centre, Glencoe, Argyll PH49 4LA, between 09.30 - 17.30
on Monday to Sunday; and 
Fort William Library, Airds Crossing, High Street, Fort William, Lochaber
PH33 6EU, between 10.00 - 20.00 on a Monday and Thursday, 
10.00 - 18.00 on a Tuesday and Friday, 10.00 - 13.00 on a Wednesday 
and Saturday. 
COPIES of the Environmental Statement can also be obtained from the
offices of Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road,
Glasgow G4 OHF at a charge of £70 for a hard copy or £10 on CD. Requests
for further information about the project may be sent to the same address.
A COPY of the Environmental Statement is also available for inspection on
Transport Scotland’s website at www.transportscotland.gov.uk 
ANY PERSON wishing to make any representations about the project and
the Environmental Statement may do so in writing, stating the title of the
Project to the Chief Road Engineer c/o Eric Ewing, Transport Scotland,
Trunk Roads Network Management Directorate, 8th Floor, Buchanan
House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 OHF. Any representations must
be received by 23rd June 2009. 
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS will take into consideration any representations
so made before deciding whether or not to proceed 
with the project with or without modifications.
JG BARTON
A member of staff of the Scottish Ministers, Transport Scotland 
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF.

PLANNING
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997, RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be 
inspected during normal office hours at the location given below, at Lorn 
House, Albany Street, Oban and by logging on to the Council’s Website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications 
Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, 
whichever is applicable as indicated below.  Please quote the reference 
number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 09/00622/COU
Applicant: Iona Wall Ltd
Proposal: Proposed change of use from redundant balancing tank to 
2m high celebration wall
Site Address: Site of Former Balancing Tank South West of Mcleod Centre 
Isle of Iona
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Isle of Iona
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00624/DET
Applicant: Firm of C-fare And All Commercials
Proposal: Proposed erection of workshop
Site Address: Land East of West Highland Housing Association Crannog 
Lane Oban
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00620/COU
Applicant: Ballet West
Proposal: Change of use from dwelling to house of multiple occupation
Site Address: Aros Taynuilt Argyll and Bute PA35 1JE 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Taynuilt
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00542/DET
Applicant: GreenPower (Carraig Gheal) Ltd
Proposal: Erection of meteorological mast
Site Address: Anemometer Masts Carraig Gheal Inverinan Argyll and Bute  
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Taynuilt
Section 34 and Article 9 Advert 14 Days

•  Ref No: 09/00537/DET
Applicant: GreenPower (Carraig Gheal) Ltd
Proposal: Erection of meteorological mast
Site Address: Anemometer Masts Carraig Gheal Inverinan Argyll and Bute  
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Taynuilt
Section 34 and Article 9 Advert 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00527/DET
Applicant: The Firm Of Ernest Crawford
Proposal: Construction of hydro scheme
Site Address: Blarghour Farm East Lochaweside Dalmally Argyll and Bute 
PA33 1BW
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Dalmally
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00493/DET
Applicant: Ms Linda Leroy
Proposal: Proposed extension to existing boathouse and new artist’s studio
Site Address: The Boathouse Near Killiechronan Isle Of Mull Argyll and 
Bute PA72 6JU
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Salen
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00596/DET
Applicant: Mr R Connelly
Proposal: Erection of store
Site Address: Newhaven Dunollie Road Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 5PJ
Location of Plans:  Oban Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00590/REM
Applicant: J Colewell
Proposal: Erection of dwelling house and sitting of sewage treatment plant
Site Address: Land Adjacent To Lonan Cottage Glenlonan Oban Argyll 
And Bute PA34 4QE
Location of Plans:  Oban Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00492/DET
Applicant: Argyll and Bute Council
Proposal: Erection of bridge and re- alignment of road
Site Address: Oude Bridge Kilmelford Argyll and Bute  
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Kilmelford
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00622/COU
Applicant: Iona Wall Ltd
Proposal: Proposed change of use from 
redundant balancing tank to 2m high celebration wall
Site Address: Site of Former Balancing Tank South West of Mcleod Centre 
Isle of Iona
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Isle of Iona
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn 
House, Albany Street, Oban
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning 
application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public 
inspection and, under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be 
copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content 
and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked 
confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither will be taken into 
account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be 
viewed on the council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

OPERATIONAL SERVICES
(VARIOUS ROADS, ISLE OF MULL) (WEIGHT AND 
LENGTH RESTRICTIONS)(AMENDMENT)ORDER 200_
Argyll and Bute Council propose to make an Order which will amend 
existing weight and length restrictions and introduce new restrictions on 
various roads on the Island of Mull as listed below.   
Full details of these proposals, which form the proposed, “The Argyll and 
Bute Council (Various Roads, Isle of Mull)(Weight and Length Restrictions)
(Amendment)Order 200_” together with a Plan, and a Statement of Reasons 
for proposing to make this Traffic Regulation Order, are available for inspection 
during normal office hours Monday to Friday inclusive at the offices of:

(i) Argyll & Bute Council Offices, Breadalbane Street, Tobermory;
(ii) Salen Post Office, Salen, Isle of Mull;
(iii) Bunessan Post Office, Bunessan, Isle of Mull;
(iv) Craignure Post Office, Craignure, Isle of Mull;
(v) Dervaig Post Office, Dervaig, Isle of Mull;
(vi) Operational Services,Kilbowie House, Oban; 
(vii) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.

List of roads affected by proposals:
B8035 Salen-Gruline-Kinloch Road U6 Croig Road
B8073 Tobermory-Calgary-Gruline Road U9 Cuin Road
B882 Back Brae, Tobermory U12 Kilpatrick Road
C44Ulva Ferry Road U14 Grasspoint Road
C45 Dervaig-Torloisk Road U16 Croggan Road
C46 Aros Bridge-Dervaig Road U18 Lee-Knockan-Ardtun Road
C47 Glengorm Road U2 0 Uisken Road
C48 Carsaig Road U21 Kintra Road
C49 Ardtun Road U42 Kilfinichen –Tioran Road
C54 Ardura-Lochbuie Road U70 Calgary Holdings Road

U71 Knockvologan Road
U75 Scoor Road
U76 Balmeanach Road

Any person wishing to object to the proposals should send details of the grounds 
for objection in writing to the Head of Democratic Services and Governance, 
Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll by 4th June 2009.

(QUEENS PARK PLACE AND STATION ROAD, OBAN) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2009
Argyll and Bute Council propose to make an Order under Section 16A 
of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended which will make 
it unlawful for any person to drive or cause or permit to be driven any 
vehicle, with the exception of emergency services vehicles, through the 
entire lengths of Queens Park Place and Station Road, Oban in order to 
permit the holding of Charities Day on or near those roads. 
The Order, which shall be effective when indicated by signs, will be in 
operation between 0600 hours and 1800 hours on Saturday 6th June 2009.
Alternative Route:
There is no alternative route.
Andrew R Law, Director of Operational Services, Manse Brae, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003

Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland)
Regulations 2005 (‘the Regulations’)

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Regulation 13 of the Regulations, 
that an application has been made to the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA) by David Burton for authorisation to carry out a controlled 
activity, namely:

1) Abstraction of 8017 m3 per day from the Allt Eas Anie at NGR NN 
2908 2845 from April 2010.

2) Abstraction of 7535 m3 per day from an unnamed tributary of the 
Allt Eas Anie at NGR NN 2933 2921 from April 2010.

3) Impoundment of water within the Allt Eas Anie at NGR NN 2908 
2845 from April 2010.

4) Impoundment of water within an unnamed tributary of the Allt Eas 
Anie at NGR NN 2933 2921 from April 2010.

Any person affected or likely to be affected by, or having an interest in, the 
application may make representations about the application to SEPA in writing 
within 28 days beginning with the date of this advertisement, at the following 
address, quoting reference number CAR/L/1039013:
The Registry, SEPA, Strathearn House, Broxden Business Park, Lamberkine 
Drive, Perth PH1 1RX.
A copy of the application may be inspected free of charge, at the above 
address, between 9.30am and 4.30 pm Monday to Friday (except local and 
national holidays)
Written representations received within 28 days of this advertisement will be 
taken into consideration in determining the application. Any such representations 
will be placed in a public register unless the person making them requests that 
they should not be. Where such a request is made there will be included in the 
register a statement indicating that representations have been made which 
have been the subject of such a request.

The following decrofting 
Directions have been 
granted:
Croft House Site and 
Garden Ground
7 Achosragan, Lismore & 
Appin
Direction dated 11 May 
2009 granted to Mrs Jessie 
Pyper.  Area ext to 0.269 
ha.
Condition:  Complete en-
closure of the site with a 
stockproof fence or barrier 
within 4 months of the date 
of this Direction.
Case Number:  4.85.16928

APPLICATIONS TO 
CREATE A NEW CROFT

Glencreran Estate, 
Glencreran, Appin, owner 
of Glasdrum, Glencreran 
Estate, Appin is applying to 
create a new croft.

If you have any objection 
to the proposal, you may 
submit representations 
in writing or some other 
permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness 
IV2 3EQ by 1 June 2009 
quoting 5.01.17413.  
Please specify your interest 
in the application and your 
reasons for objecting.  A 
copy of any representations 
made will be forwarded to 
the applicant.

WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER 
SERVICES (SCOTLAND) ACT 2003

THE WATER ENVIRONMENT (CONTROLLED 
ACTIVITIES)(SCOTLAND)

REGULATIONS 2005 (“the 2005 Regulations”)

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Regulation 13 of the 2005 Regula-
tions, that an application has been made to the Scottish Environment Protec-
tion Agency (SEPA) by the Adelphi Distillery Ltd for authorisation to carry out 
a controlled activity, namely:-

1) Abstraction of 400 m3 per day from the Glenmore River at NM5855 6370 
from 1 April 2010.
2) Impoundment of water within the Glenmore River at NM5855 6370 from 1 
April 2010.
3) Discharge of 6.4m3 per day of sewage effluent to the Glenmore River at 
NM5865 6250.
4) Discharge of 400m3 per day of cooling water to the Glenmore River at 
NM5865 6250.
5) Discharge of 200m3 per day of roof water to the Glenmore River at 
NM5865 6250

Any person affected or likely to be affected by, or having an interest in, the 
application may make representations about the application to SEPA in writ-
ing within 28 days beginning with the date of this advertisement, at the follow-
ing address: The Registry, SEPA, Dingwall Office, Graesser House, Fodderty 
Way, Dingwall Business Park, Dingwall, IV15 9XB, quoting reference number 
CAR/S/1037754.

A copy of the application may be inspected free of charge, at the above ad-
dress, between 9.30am and 4.30 pm Monday to Friday (except local and na-
tional holidays) or by prior arrangement at the SEPA Fort William Office, Carr’s 
Corner Industrial Estate, Lochybridge, Fort William, PH33 6TL.

Written representations received within 28 days of this advertisement will be 
taken into consideration in determining the application. Any such representa-
tions will be placed in a public register unless the person making them re-
quests that they should not be.  Where such a request is made there will be 
included in the register a statement indicating that representations have been 
made which have been the subject of such a request.

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL – COMHAIRLE NA GÀIDHEALTACHD
Notices Under the Town and Country Planning Acts
The applications for Planning Permission listed below, and Environmental Statements
where appropriate, together with the plans and other documents submitted with them
may be examined at the AREA PLANNING OFFICE, FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE,
FORT WILLIAM PH33 6XY between the hours of 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and at
the location where listed below during normal office hours.

Written comments (whether supporting or opposing the applications) may be made to the
AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS MANAGER at the address below by the
dates listed below.

Applicant Name & Proposal Description Location where application 
Development Address may be inspected & 
Reference Number reason for Advertisement

Riaz Ahmed
land at Cameron Square
Fort William
09/00096/FULLO

Renewal of temporary
consent 07/198/FULLO
for weekly (Thursday)
market, including hot
food retailing

Lochaber Area Planning &
Building Standards Office
Section 34 of the Act (14 Days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: Dafydd
Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY. 
Tel: (01397) 707015, Fax: (01397) 707022, e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

AGM  NOTICE
The AGM of Oban Lorne RFC will take 

place on Wednesday 20 May 2009 
at 7.30pm within the Clubhouse.

All members are invited to attend.
Edward Thornton, Secretary

Lochaber Fisheries Trust Ltd
SC;024490

Will hold their
A.G.M on Friday 5th June, 2009

 Torlundy Training Centre, Torlundy,
at 10am.

I would like the Oban       Fort William        Edition  (Tick appropriate)
Deliver to (Name) Mr/Ms....................................................................................
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.......................................................................................Postcode......................
From (If different from above).............................................................................
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.......................................................................................Postcode......................
I wish to pay by Cheque, payable to Wyvex Media Ltd for
I wish to pay by Credit/Debit Card. Please debit my account for £.......................
Card Number.................................................................Expiry Date...................
Start Date.........................................................Issue No.....................................
Card Verification Number (Last 3 digits on back of card).....................................
Name on card (block capitals please)..................................................................
All subscribers please Sign.................................................and Date....................

Please return to: Subscriptions Department, Wyvex Media Ltd, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, Argyll, Scotland PA34 4HB.  Tel: 01631 568000
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01631 568000
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£58.00
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£100.00
£175.00
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£35.00
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Buyers should note where 
standardised silhouettes 

are used they do not 
accurately represent the 

vehicle being sold

To advertise your car in Drive Times telephone 01631 568000

MERCEDES SPRINTER 
308 DIESEL VAN

£6500+vat
medium wheel base, 05 plate in white, 77k miles, taxed 
and mot’d  until Sept 2009.  Mercedes Benz service his-
tory, one owner, very good condition.  Standard height 
roof.  Supplied by Western Commercials in Glasgow

Tel: Mr Rod Wilson of D B Wilson and Co Ltd on 0141 647 0161

£1995 o.n.o.

TOYOTA AVENSIS 5DR ESTATE 2.0 GLS
Petrol, V reg., FSH, MOT Novem-
ber, new exhaust, climate control, 
electric windows / mirrors, slide / 
tilt electric sunroof, CD/tape/ra-
dio, ABS, towbar.  Very reliable.

Telephone: 
01546 886305

For Sale or Hire P.O.A.

2003 FORD TRANSIT DIESEL 280 SWB
low roof van, good 

condition, taxed 
and tested. 
77,000 mls.

Telephone: 
01586 554675

New or old models, also Discovery, Range Rover 
and all Japanese models, Toyota etc, high miles, 

damaged, anything considered.
Contact James: 

07866 590583 or 07966 293996

WANTED  LANDROVER 
90 OR 110

£1750 o.n.o.

FORD TRANSIT
2001, New style, 2 litre 

turbo diesel, 9 months MOT, 
Power steering, Rear seat in back, 
Central locking , Good condition 

for year.

Telephone: 
07799 164311

£1295 o.n.o.

PEUGEOT 106 1400CC
5 door Hatchback, August 
1996, Mot – March 2010  

Tax – October 2009. 
Extremely good condition. 

39,000 miles. 

Telephone: 
01631 770276 

(after 6pm)

£2200 o.n.o.

HONDA CIVIC 1.4i SPORT
2000 reg. 57000 miles, 
full service history, alloy 
wheels, sunroof, great 

condition.
Taxed and MOT’d.

Telephone: 
01631 710371

BAILEY PAGEANT 
BURGUNDY

£10,000 o.n.o.
2007, 4 berth (fixed double bed), 24ft, fully equipped 

caravan with extras. In excellent condition.

Tel: 01687 450712 (Arisaig)

WANTED 
CARAVAN OR 

CAMPERVAN OR 
MOTORHOME

Any year any 
size considered, 

will consider 
damaged or damp

Tel: 07857 038902

Tel: 07930 346252 or 01389 721278

Mot failures
Cash paid

SCRAP CARS 
WANTED

MITSUBISHI
CARISMA

£550 o.n.o.
R Reg. Tax till end of May 09. Mot till June 09. 

Good condition and a good runner.

Tel: 01631 563689
2

£5000 o.n.o.

FORD FOCUS ST 170
05 plate, half leather 
seats, 6 disc changer, 

46,000 miles, MOT Feb 
2010 and taxed, very 
good condition, blue.

Telephone: 
01397 712552 or 

07920091690

ALL 4X4’S 1990 TO 2009
Any make, model , mileage, condition  considered.

Instant cash payment. Distance no object, 
will travel.

WANTED

Telephone Stephen 07751026953.

TOYOTA HYLUX 
SURF LTD

For sale at the price of £2300
Toyota Hylux Surf Ltd 3 ltr tdi 1994, M Reg 76,000 mileage colour is blue/silver alloys 

and new tyres, ac, full electrics, tinted windows, bull bars and spotlights, sun roof,  
MOT till November 2009 taxed till 31st January 2010 new battery, part new exhaust, 

Toyota Owners Manual.

Tel: 01866 844074

£4000 plus vat

First Reg Feb 06, Mileage 60,000
Mot Feb 2010, Taxed Sept 09

Excellent condition

Telephone 01852 500 273
Mobile 07710 060021

FORD TRANSIT 
CONNECT VAN

SERIES 3 
LANDROVER

A Reg new brakes and suspension, new mot 
will be provided for buyer, some spares, 

marine blue. 
Telephone: 

Oban 07766 890014

£2000 o.n.o.

HONDA SIT ON 
MOWER

excellent working order, 
4 years old, hardly used.

Telephone: 
Oban 07766 890014

Bargain £1000 o.n.o.

£250 o.n.o.

10FT  X  5FT 6INS - 6FT
*  Sound galvanized chassis

*  Oak bodywork
*  Brakes need attention 

& axle corrosion
  hence price

Telephone: 
01631 730256

£1750 o.n.o.

VOLVO V70
2 ltr 1998 R reg

7 seats, Mot Jan 2010 
TAX 31st Aug, 114000 

miles, Excellent condition 
throughout.

Telephone: 
07966795554/
07792549768

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh

5 John Street,
Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco

Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900

www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

PEUGEOT
Struans Peugeot

Tel : 01738 632222
www.struans.co.uk/peugeot

MAZDA
Struans Mazda

Tel : 01738 445566
www.struans.co.uk/mazda

FORD
Ben Nevis Motors
North Road,
Fort William
Tel. 01397 700110

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000£8995 o.n.o.

MITSUBISHI SHOGUN SPORT EQUIPPE 2.5
55 reg (dec ‘05)

Low mileage - 27,615 miles
Mot until Dec ‘09

Alloys,cd player, air con, sunroof, 
electric windows.

Telephone: 
07979338243

£2595

*4 X 4 DOUBLE CAB*
01 Vauxhall Brava 

Pick-Up
Good Work Horse

Telephone: 
01586 552772

£4695

* CORSA SXI *
04 Vauxhall 3dr Black 25,000 miles

*Great first car*

Telephone: 
01586 552772

HIGH MILES – HENCE £4488

* MERIVA *
05 Reg Vauxhall Silver

Full MOT

Telephone: 
01586 552772

£7695 + VAT

06 VAUXHALL VIVARO S.W.B. VAN SLD
* 1493  miles *
Ideal ferry size

*  Yes only 1493 miles *

Telephone: 
01586 552772

PEUGEOT 306 1.9 
DIESEL ESTATE CAR

£1500 o.v.n.o
2001 y reg 2 owner vehicle with a full year mot ,tax end 
may 92000miles ,very useful diesel estate car with tow-

bar and electrics, cd radio ew, sr, well maintained

Contact 07765 007792 eves (tarbert)

£525

FORD ESCORT VAN 1997
Full year MOT, 
6 months tax

8 x 4 roofrack.
Telephone: 

Jason 07739 251511 
or 01770 (Arran) 

302540

£600 o.n.o.

1996 5 door
12 months MOT

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 600705 – Days

01770600431 - Evenings

CORSA 1.2

£900 o.n.o.

TOURING CARAVAN FOR SALE
95 Eldis Gulfstream GTX, 2 berth, 
end kitchen, WC, shower, blown 

air heating, fly screens and 
blinds, TV, aerial, spare wheel 

and lots of extras.

Telephone: 
01866 844232

S&S Services Subaru New Subaru’s from UK’s no.1 dealer
from £7,995

Special deals available on new 2.5 
Outback and Legacy diesels, immediate 

delivery available.  A large selection 
of used commercial vehicles.

www.sandsservices.co.uk

Tel: 01292 880080/880440

£800 o.n.o.

TOYOTA PREVIA 2.4I GS, 8 SEATER AUTOMATIC
The largest people carrier available.
3 Months Tax & MOT, 122k miles, N 

reg., Petrol, ABS, Adjustable steering 
column/wheel, Air conditioning, 

Electric mirrors, Electric windows, Fog 
lights, Front armrest,  Central locking, 
Radio/CD, Sunroof, Folding rear seats, 

Rear headrests.
Tel. Gordon 01770 

860726 (Isle of Arran)

Telephone 01567 820280

E-mail: sales@lixtoll.com  •  Web: www.lixtoll.com

Killin
Perthsire
FK21 8RB

05 (55)  DEFENDER 110 Td5 HARD TOP in Belize green, ply lined, towing, 
low miles.............................. .............................................................................................£9,180 + VAT
05 (05) DEFENDER 130 Td5 TIPPER Rutland Red, heavy duty chassis 
& suspension......................... .........................................................................................£15,495 + VAT
04 (04)  DEFENDER 110 Td5 XS STATION WAGON in Belize green, 9 seater, 
alloys, tow pack.............. ................................................................................................£13,695 + VAT
04 (04) DEFENDER 130 Td5 TIPPER Rutland Red, heavy duty chassis 
& suspension......................... .........................................................................................£14,995 + VAT
03 (53)  DEFENDER 110 Td5 COUNTY STATION WAGON in Caledonian blue, 
9 seater, alloys, tow pack.... ..................................................................................................£13,250 inc
03 (03) DEFENDER 90 Td5 HARD TOP in Belize green, 3 seats, tow pack........................
............................................................................................................................................£7,250 + VAT
02 (02) DEFENDER 90 Td5 HARD TOP in Caledonian blue, tow pack, 2 seats & 
cubby box......... .................................................................................................................£6,995 + VAT
02-04 (02/04)  DEFENDER 110 Td5 HARD TOPS in Rutland red, choice of 
three..........from ................................................................................................................£6,250 + VAT
01 (51)  FREELANDER Td4 COMMERCIAL in Java black, alloys, roof bars, 
low miles........ ...................................................................................................................£4,750 + VAT

OVER 30 DEFENDERS NOW IN STOCK

£4250 o.n.o.

SAAB 93 2.2 TDi
52 reg, well below ave 

mileage @ 54400.
Very good condition.

Px small car/Van.

Telephone: 
07979530405

£995 o.n.o.

HONDA XR125 54 REG LEARNER LEGAL BIKE
Mot May 2010. New rear 
tyre, battery, fork seals, 

brake pads. In good 
condition. Currently on 

a sorn notice.

Telephone: 
07767 825503
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Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.10 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16 per single column centi-

metre
Public Notices:

£10.25 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

• GLASS BALUSTRADING

•PLUMBING & HEATING

• PEST CONTROL

FED UP WITH MIDGIES ?
MIDGEATER IS THE ANSWER

West Highland Gas Ltd
01631 564050
Online Ordering Soon

www.westhighlandgas.co.uk

•CARAVANS

RM TREE 
SERVICES

SURGERY/FELLING/REMOVAL 
AND HEDGEWORK

30 YEARS LOCAL 
EXPERIENCE

FIREWOOD SUPPLIES
CHAINSAW ART

Roni /Chris MacDonald
Riverside Cottage

Kilmore, Argyll

01631 770206
07748 414945

• TREE SERVICES

• WINDOW BLINDS

Offers  information and 
support and refuge (if 

needed) to women and 
children (if any) who 

have been or are being 
abused by their partner/

ex partner

08702 413548

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID

• COUNSELLING

• SOFT FURNISHINGS

GRAHAMS
SCOTLAND LTD
UPHOLSTERERS

3 Piece Suites – All Soft Furnishings Recovered
Bar & Lounge Seating Specialist
Any Style Manufactured & Fitted

Large Range of Materials

Email ianupholstery@yahoo.co.uk
 01389 875176  07710 998786 01301 704360

•UPHOLSTERERS

CALUM SMITH
FLOORING

Let me bring the 
samples to you, and 

enjoy the convenience 
of choosing your 

flooring in the comfort 
of your own home

Free measuring 
and estimates

Tel 07833 565284
• CARPETS • VINYL 

• LAMINATE • REAL WOOD 
• FITTING • MEASURING 

• SUPPLYING

•FLOORING

 BABY EQUIPMENT

MAMAS AND PAPAS 
CARSEAT Prima Viaggio 

NAPPY WRAPPER BIN 

 BICYCLES

 BUILDING / DIY
CHIMNEY POT COVER 

LAMINATED GLASS 

SLIDING PATIO DOOR 

 CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

STATIC CARAVAN 

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

F R E E S T A N D I N G 

STELLA FRIDGE Silver 

 DOMESTIC PETS
SPRINGER SPANIEL 

 FIREARMS

 FURNITURE

a treasure to someone! 

CHESTS OF DRAWERS 

DRESSING TABLE 

GREEN SETTEE three seat 

LARGE COFFEE TABLE 

OCCASIONAL TABLE 

SINGLE BED metal single 

SOFA 3 seater leather 

TABLE AND CHAIRS 

THREE SEATER 
SETTEE blue, modern, 

WARDROBE modern light 

 GARDEN

CORDLESS HEDGE 

PETROL LAWN MOWER 

 GREYHOUNDS

HEALTH AND FITNESS

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

some yarn, seen Tobermory, 

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

 HOME FURNISHINGS

 HOME OFFICE
CASHFLOW MANAGER 

system, very easy to use, 

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

GAS BBQ barely used 
gas BBQ and bottled gas, 

 LOST AND FOUND

made into gents ring, great 
sentimental value, lost 

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 

home or abroad. Order on-

OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

PIANO Challen baby 

 PET ACCESSORIES

 PHOTOGRAPHY

DIGITAL CAMERA Canon 

VIDEO CAMERA 

 POWER TOOLS

volt heavy duty hammer 

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

WRITING PAPER and 

your letters mean more.

PHOTOCOPYING Why 

Printing and Stationery, 

 TICKETS FOR SALE

HENDERSON

Happy 18th Birthday
Sheoban

Love Mum, Dad, 
Jamie and Hamish

JOES 50TH 
PARTY

Saturday night. 

GARAGE SALE 

Glenmore Road, Oban, 

and have a rummage, 

HAPPY 21st 
BIRTHDAY

Kyle

Love from all the family

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

 TOYS AND GAMES

and toddler toys, all good 

ELECTRIC SCOOTER 

ORIGINAL X BOX 
Original X Box in good 

 WANTED

PERSONALS

THE ONLY 
TELEPHONE
DIRECTORY

WHICH IS LOCAL 
TO OBAN!

Available from: 
Soroba Stores, Pitt Stop, 
Dunollie Stores, 
Bridge of Awe Service Station, 
Tourist Information, 
Taynuilt Post Office Garage, 
Soroba Road Filling Station, 
Co-op, Hannah’s, 
Albany Stores, WH Smith, 
McColls, Connel Village Store, 
Benderloch Supermarket, 
Dunbeg Stores and Tesco

OUT NOW
The Oban Index has all the local numbers you need.
Available from all good newsagents, local 
supermarkets and the Oban Times office.

Go to the
   Index!Go to the
   Index!

‘Whosoever 
transgresseth

 and abides not
 in the doctrine 

of Christ, 
has not God.’

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com



THE
OBAN
TIMES

&
West Highland Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND 

ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the
best-selling weekly 

newspaper in the Highlands 
and is distributed via 1742 

newsagents every week
Editorial Director:
Joan P. Bennett

Group Managing Editor:
Stewart MacKenzie

Deputy Editor:
Graham Crawford

Chief Reporter:
Marian Miller

Head Office:
Oban 568000

Fax: Oban 568001
E-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices:
Fort William
(01397) 703003

Fax (01397) 702495
Lochgilphead
(01546) 602345

Fax (01546) 602661
Campbeltown
(01586) 554646

Fax (01586) 553006

The Oban Times

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce
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BIRTHS

RUSSELL -Chris and Ruth 
(née Miller) are delighted 
to announce the safe arrival 
of their son Calum Scott on  
May 3, 2009, a little brother 
for Katie.  Thanks to Oban 
and RAH maternity.
STEWART - Graham and 
Lorna (née McLelland) 
are delighted to announce 
the birth of their daughter, 
Emma Lauren, on May 6, 
2009, at Wishaw Maternity, 
a granddaughter for Cathy 
and Kenny, Oban and Emily 
and Iain, Hamilton.

DEATHS
BALFOUR - Walter 
formerly of 10 Alma 
Crescent died peacefully at 
the Vale of Leven Hospital, 
on May 2, 2009, son of 
the late Walter and the late 
Mary Balfour and brother 
of Emily and Isobel and 
the late Alister.  A service 
will be held at Pennyfuir 
Cemetery at a later date.
CAMERON - Sylvia.  
Widow of Dr Hector 
Cameron of Hawkhurst and 
Oban, peacefully in Lincoln 
County Hospital on May 
6, 2009 aged 98.  Mother 
of Fiona, Alison, Clare and 
Hester and past President 
of Argyllshire Scottish 
Womens Rural Institute.  
Donations in Sylvia’s  
memory made payable to 
Scottish Wildlife Trust may 
be sent C/O 12 Portland 
Street, Lincoln LN5 7JX 
Tel 01522 534971.
CLARK - Suddenly at 
home on May 4, 2009, 
Tommy Clark, of Kilninian, 
Isle of Mull, aged 80 years. 
Dearly loved brother of 

uncle of Mary and Bobby. 
Funeral service was held 
on Friday,  May 8, 2009 at 
Salen Parish Church. Sorely 
missed by all the family.
GADSDON - Catherine 
Mary (née Rena MacLean, 
Bliach). On Friday, April 24, 
2009 in Toronto, Canada, 
surrounded by her family, 
in her 94th year. Beloved 
wife of the late Charles 
Gadsdon.  Adored mother 
of Alistair in Australia 
and Sylvia and son-in-
law Bernard in Canada.  
Loving grandmother to 
Hayley, Bernard Jnr and 
Rena (John).  Proud great-
grandmother to Nylah.  
Dearest cousin to Ina in 
Corpach.  Special thanks to 
all her family and friends in 
Fort William and Toronto 
for their love and support. 
Funeral services were held 
at Birchcliff Bluffs United 
Church on Tuesday, May 
5, 2009.  Rena will return 

resting place.  She will be 
greatly missed by all her 
family who loved her dearly. 
Forever in our hearts, never 
forgotten.
GIBB - Shiela Gibb, late of 
Glencruitten Road, Oban, 
passed away peacefully 
on Lorn Ward, Argyll and 
Bute Hospital on May 10, 
2009.  Funeral at St John’s 
Cathedral, Oban on Friday,  
May 15 at 1pm.  Thereafter 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery.  

please.  Retiring collection/
donations if desired for 
Oban Hospice Ltd.
MACDONALD - Donald 
(Donnie Carn Dearg). Very 
suddenly but peacefully at 
the Belford Hospital with 
his family on Saturday, 
May 9, 2009, aged 73. 
Much loved brother to Iain, 
Ronnie, Katie, Chrissie and 
the late Archie and Lachie. A 
dearly loved uncle. Funeral 
service to be held at the 
Free Church on Friday, May 
15 at 2pm and thereafter 
to Glen Nevis Cemetery. 

donations if desired, to the 
high dependency unit at A 
and E, Belford Hospital.
MACPHERSON - 
Peacefully at The Lynn 
of Lorne Care Home, 
Benderloch on May 6, 2009, 
in her 93rd year, Chrissie, 
beloved wife of the late 
Hugh MacPherson, dear 
mother of Alda, Hughie and 
the late Donnie and Alastair. 
A much loved granny and 
great granny.
McAFFER - Peacefully at 
Islay Hospital on May 4, 
2009, John  in his 89th year, 
much loved uncle, great-
uncle, great-great-uncle 
and great-great-great-uncle 
sorely missed by all his 
family.
McKAIN - At Lorn and 
Islands District General 
Hospital on May 5, 2009, 
Margaret aged 42, beloved 
daughter of George and 
the late Elda, loving sister 
of George and Delia.  The 
family would like to thank 
Margaret’s Tact Carers, for 
their many years of loving 
care.  Also the nursing 
staff of Ward C for their 
sympathetic and tender care.  
A Memorial Service was 
held in Oban on Wednesday, 
May 13, and thereafter at 
Inverness Crematorium.
TRYBIS - At Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban on 
May 8, 2009, following a 
stroke, Maimie, aged 78 
years, beloved wife of the 
late Bob. A much loved 
mother and grandmother.  
RIP.

     ACKNOWLEDGE- 
MENTS

JOHNSTONE - Scott, 
Gregor, Linda, Marion, 
Scott, James and Rachel 
would like to thank most 
sincerely all family, friends 
and neighbours for their 
many kind expressions 
of sympathy and support 
following their recent sad 
loss. Our heartfelt thanks to 
Doctors and Nursing staff 
at Lorn Medical Centre and 
Lorn and Islands District 
General Hospital (especially 
Ward B) and District Nurses 
for their care over the years, 
to Rev G Cringles for his 
comforting service, to D and 

arrangements and to all 
who paid their last respects 
at Church and Graveside 
and so generously donated 
to Diabetes UK, the sum 
of £634. Special thanks to 
the wonderful ladies who 
provided and organised a 
lovely tea back at the house.
Thank you all.
JORDAN - The family 
would like to sincerely 
thank all family, friends 
and neighbours for the 

phone calls following the 
sad loss of our mum, gran 
and GeGe, Alexandrina 
(Ina).  Heartfelt thanks 
to Rev Jeff McCormack 
for his kind words and 
comforting service.  To Mr 
I MacInnes and staff at D 
and A Munn for their caring 
funeral arrangements and 
the Lochnell  Arms Hotel 
for catering.  Special thanks 
to Dr Allison Davies and 
all staff in wards B and 
C at the Lorn and Islands 
District General Hospital.  
Thanks also to those who 
came to pay their respect at 
the church and graveside.  
The retiring collection for 
Erskine Hospital raised 
£522.95.

IN MEMORIAM
BRAIDWOOD - John-
Daniel, May 14, 2003.  
Jason John February 22, 
2007.
Remembering our sons and 
brothers
Missing and loving you
both every day.
- Mum and Dad, brother 
and sisters.
CARMICHAEL - In 
loving memory of Cathie, 
a devoted wife, much loved 
mum, mum-in-law and 
granny died May 18, 2008.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
Loved and missed so much.
- Hector and family.
CHISHOLM - In loving 
memory of James S 
Chisholm (Jimmy), who 
died May 17, 2008. Devoted 
father, grandfather and great 
grandfather.
In our hearts you will always 
be there.
- The Chisholm boys and 
families.
FAIRBAIRN - In loving 
memory of my darling 
husband, James, a very 
dear father to his three sons 
and granddad, died May 9, 
2008.
We do not lose the one we 
love
He is with us every day
In our hearts and will never 
be forgotten
Till we meet again.
- From loving wife, Helen, 
sons and grandchildren.

KENNEDY - Treasured 
memories of my beloved 
wife, May, who passed 
away May 18, 2008.
It’s lonely here without you
We miss you more each 
day
Life is not the same for us
Since you were called away
Your resting place we visit

with care
But no-one knows the 
heartache
As we turn and leave you 
there.
-Love always Danny.
KENNEDY - Remembering 
with love, May, dear 
mum, mother-in-law and 
grandmother who died May 
18, 2008.
 Wishing today as we wished 
before
That God could have spared 
you many years more.
In our heart your memory 
is kept.
To love, to cherish and to 
never forget.
- Denis, Margaret, 
Christopher and Lucy.
KENNEDY - May. In 
loving memory of a 
wonderful mum, mum-in-
law and granny, who passed 
away May 18, 2008.
Softly in the morning 
You heard a gentle call
You took the hand God 
offered you
And quietly left us all
The day you left us mum
Our hearts just broke in two
The smallest part is still 
with us
And the biggest part with 
you.
Love as always.
- Mary, Gregor and Daniel.
KENNEDY - In loving 
memory of a loving mother 
and granny, May, died May 
18, 2008.
Our hearts still ache with 
sadness

For what it was to lose you
No one will ever know.
Loved always.
- John, Catherine, John, 
Niall and Michael.
MACCASKILL - In loving 
memory of my dear wife, 
Mima, who passed away 
May 22, 2008.  Forever in 
my thoughts
- Peter.
MACCORMICK - In fond 
and loving memory of our 
dear sister Hersey, who 
passed away on May 18, 
1986, also our loved ones 
gone before.
Precious memories keep 
you near
As time unfolds another 
year.
- Inserted by her loving 
sisters and brother and 
families, Heathervale, 
Fionnphort,  Isle of Mull
MACOLL - In fond 
memory of dear Neilie,  
who died on May 13, 2003.
Memories have such lovely 
ways
Of bringing back our 
yesterdays
The tides of life just ebb and 

But the gates of memory 
never close.
- Margaret, Torloisk.
MACDOUGALL - 
Dougald.  Sadly missed on 
the second anniversary.
- His loving wife Emma and 
family.
MACDOUGALL - In 
loving memory of Dougie, 
a kind and caring dad and 
pop.
- Shona, Jamie and Hazel.
MACINTYRE - In 
loving memory of Donald 
Archibald (DA) who died 
May 16, 2005, a dear 
husband, dad and seanair.
No longer in our lives to 
share
But in our hearts you are 
always there.
- Rachel and family.
MACINTYRE - Colin,
adored husband and father.
I love you my darling
But what I can’t work out
Is why you have gone and 
left me
And somehow, I am still 
about.
- 23 Wades Road, 
Inverlochy.
MACMILLAN - Roddie 
died May 7, 2000.
No day dawns, no sun sets
But you’re in my head and 
in my heart.
- Always Eileen. 
MACPHEE - Treasured 
memories of my dear mum, 
Annie, who passed away 
May 16, 1994.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Anne and Michael.
MACPHEE - Cherished 
memories of my mum and 
our granny, Annie, who died 
on May 16, 1994.
Loved and remembered
Forever and always
- Margaret, Kenneth and 
Cheryl.
MACPHEE - In loving 
memory of my dear sister, 
Annie, who died on May 
16, 1994 and loved ones 
gone before and after.
Always in my thoughts.
- Margaret, Torloisk.
MACPHEE - In loving 
memory of David, a much 
loved father and grandfather 
who passed away on May 
13, 2008.
Very sorely missed by all 
the family.
- Inserted by David, Kevin, 
Kenneth and families.
MATHIESON - In loving 
memory of Cissie, a dear 
sister, sister-in-law and 
auntie, who passed away 
May 17, 2008, also loved 
ones gone before.
Always in our thoughts.
- Donnie, Jeannie and 
family.

MATHIESON - In loving 
memory of Christina 
(Cissie) who died May 17, 
2008.
A dear mother, gran and 
great-gran.
Always in our thoughts.
- Mary, Ally and family.
MATHIESON - In loving 
memory of Christina 
(Cissie) who died May 17, 
2008, a dear mother, granny 
and great-granny.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Inserted by Alex, Jaenette 
and family.
MILLER - In loving 
memory of my dear 
husband, Peter, died May 
13, 2008, dear dad, papa 
and great-papa.
One year has gone since 
that sad day
When the husband I loved 
was called away
The day, the month, I’ll 
never forget
The pain in my heart is with 
me yet.
Miss you.
- Your loving wife Betty.
I speak your name with love 
and pride
I smile through the tears I 
try to hide
I was with you dad right to 
the end
You lived as you died 
everyone’s friend 
- Your loving son, George, 
Carla and Rebecca.
A year has passed since that 
sad day
When angels came and took 
you away
We cried so much, dad
It fell like rain
But we knew for you
There would be no more 
pain
I love dad and always will
And I have great memories
That are with me still.
- Your loving daughter, 
Isobel.
And son-in-law Cammy x
In loving memory of my 
papa.
“simply the best.”
- Jacqui x.
We sat by your bed papa
Our hearts crushed and sore
We held your hand until the 
end
Until you could do no more
In tears we saw you sinking
And saw you fade away
And though our hearts were 
breaking
We knew you could not 
stay.
True was his heart
His actions kind
His life a pattern to those 
left behind. x
- Kirsty, Joleen, Bev, Fraser, 
great papa to Shannon and 
Ayden.
MORRISON  - Mary. 
Always remembered every 
day.
Your loving husband.
- Hector.
MORRISON - In loving 
memory of Mary, a loving 
mum, mother-in-law and 
granny, who died May 17, 
2004.
Remembering you is easy
We do it every day
Missing you is the 
heartache
That never goes away.
- Lorraine, Paul, Jill and 
Kyle x.
MORRISON - Mary.  
Precious memories of a 
darling mum who sadly 
passed away on May 17, 
2004.
We love and miss you every 
day.
God Bless.
- Love from Angus, 
Margaret and family.
MORRISON - In loving 
memory of Mary, mum, 
granny, great-granny who 
died on May 17, 2004.
Remembering you is easy
We do it every day
Missing you is the 
heartache
That never goeas away.
- Christina, Banny, Laura, 
Martin, Sinead, Lewis.
MORRISON - Today, 
tomorrow our whole lives 
through
We will love and remember 
you
Memories of you will never 
grow old
Like Autumn leaves they 
turn to gold
Miss you everyday Mum.
- James, Teeny and family.
STEPHEN - In loving 
memory of William (Bill) 
who died May 13, 1987.
No matter how our lives 
have changed
No matter what we do
A special place within our 
hearts
Is always kept for you.
- Love always, George, 
William, Derek, Katie, 
Fiona and families.
THOMSON - Bill, 10 Year 
Anniversary. Died  May 11, 
1999.
To us you’ll always be 
special
What more is there to say?
We only wish with all our 
hearts
That you were here today.
We’d love to have the old 
days back
When we were all together,
But memories keep you 
close to us
And memories last forever. 
- Inserted by his loving 
wife Georgia and family, 
Inverlochy, Fort William.
WILLIAMS - In loving 
memory of our beautiful 
girl Laura.
Someone too special to ever 
forget
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- All our love Mum, Dad, 
Paul, Granny Norma,  
Granny Anna, family and 
friends.

WILLIAMS - Laura, May 
13, 2008.
You’re our shining star 
looking down on us all
Gone but never forgotten
Love and miss you forever.
- Love from Lorna and 
Kirsten.
WILLIAMS - In loving 
memory of our friend 
Laura.
We miss you every day
Our angel with the 
multicoloured wings
Always in our thoughts.
- from Alana, Heather C, 
Heather B, Corrine and all 
the girls xxx. 

GALBRAITH
Jamie and Kerrie (née 

MacPhail) are delighted to 
announce the birth of their 

son, Logan James, born 
on May 4, 2009 at Paisley 
Maternity Unit.  Thanks 
to all staff at Paisley and 

Oban Maternity.

     ACKNOWLEDGE- 
MENTS

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 17 May 2009

Rogation Sunday
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

The Bishop
Holy Communion ........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist ............. 10.15
Sunday School and Crèche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish,
Cladich

NO SERVICE
St Columba, Gruline, 

Mull
Holy Eucharist ..........11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ..........08.00
Evensong ..................20.00

Advance Notice
Thursday 21 May 2009

Ascension Day
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Holy Eucharist ..........19.30

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........11.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 17 May 2009
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday 17th May
Skippinish Ceilidh 

House
10am

All Welcome
Telephone

07876 735 794
www.lorncf.org.uk

OBAN ELIM
Pentecostal

Church
Worship Meeting
Saturdays 6.00pm

Guide Hall
Soroba Road

Oban
01631 570485

Everybody Welcome

THIS slogan appeared on posters outside some 
churches a number of years ago. While it may sound 
rather trite, in this time of economic crisis, when the 
world is facing so many problems and people are 
feeling and looking worried, perhaps it’s something 
we ought to think about more.

Nothing could make God love us more than he does 
right now – not greater achievement, greater beauty, 
greater recognition, or even greater spirituality! And 

in our character, our faults and failings, or our past 
regrets. The irony is that we strive to earn a love that 
can only be received by faith as we acknowledge 
that within us there is an emptiness that only God 

that learning to live in the love of God is much more 
challenging.

Some children grew up with parents who would 
withhold their love as an expression of their 
disapproval. And perhaps we think that God can do 
that too. But he doesn’t. Listen to what the apostle 

Thought for the week

Smile - God loves you
Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are!’ (1 John 
3:1 NIV)

that he may love and perfect them. God did not make 
us because he was bored, lonely, or had run out of 
things to do. 

Sometimes our actions make us unlovely, but we are 
never unloved. And because God loves us – we have 
value. And nobody can take that value away. God’s 

creatures like us, and for reasons none of us can 

beyond calculation. This is love beyond reason. And 
this is the love with which God loves us.’ Will you 
respond to God’s wondrous love for you, revealed in 
Jesus Christ his Son, and let it bring a smile to your 
face?

Rev George Cringles
Minister of Coll linked with Connel

THE INDUCTION of 
the assistant minister 
at Kilmore and Oban 
Parish church has been 
postponed – thanks to 
the redeployment of UK 

The induction of the 
Rev Catherine Knott 
was due to be held today, 
(Thursday) but due to  the 
lack of an immigration 
visa for entry into the 
UK she is twiddling 
her thumbs in western 
Chicago.

Astonishingly the 
poetry loving reverend is 

pandemic.
Kilmore and Oban 

minister Dugald 

fully expected Katherine 
and her husband Jason 
to be here by now. Her 
visa paperwork was 
being dealt with by UK 

in Chicago. 

that staff were called to 
the Mexican border to 

situation.

no problem with her 
application as there are 
200 parish vacancies in 
the Church of Scotland. 
We would just like her 
here.’

Details of the 
reorganised induction 
will be published in The 
Oban Times as soon as 
Ms Knott gets here.

Oban
minister a 
victim of 

GRANDPARENT carers of a young 
woman, who died from Huntington’s 
Disease last year, have presented a 
special trophy to Argyll Riding for the 
Disabled (RDA) in her memory.

Dolly and Arthur Prince, who live 
in Lochawe, brought their ill baby 
granddaughter, Michelle, to Argyll 
from Liverpool to give her a better 
quality of life.

Michelle’s mother, who also 
suffered from the disease, was unable 
to look after her, and her father, Dolly 
and Arthur’s son, was unable to cope 
alone.

Michelle died on February 11 last 
year, aged 22. Her grandparents have 
since donated a memorial cut-glass 
trophy to Argyll RDA, which was won 
this year by Joyce Buick from Mull.

The trophy is presented to the 
carriage rider who has made the most 
progress during the past year.

here to give her a better quality of life. 
The medical staff here were fantastic 
and I’m convinced that the carriage 
riding added another year to her life; it 
meant the world to her.’

Michelle rode horses until the latter 
stages of the disease took hold but 
through RDA was able to ride on a 
carriage in her wheelchair.

Dolly and Arthur are still involved 
as volunteers with the group but say 
they are selling their house in Loch 
Awe and moving back to Liverpool in 
an attempt to move on with their own 
lives.

Jane Isaac of Argyll RDA said: 

very popular with everyone at the 
group. She would regularly attend the 
carriage riding. 

stalwarts of the group who have given 
up a huge amount of their time to help 
us.’

Joyce Buick from Mull is given the Michelle Prince Memorial Trophy by 
Jane Isaac of Argyll Riding for the Disabled.

Riding trophy in 
memory of Michelle 

A DECORATED Catalina navigator, stationed at 
Oban during the Second World War, has died at the 
age of 92. 

Squadron 210, which was based in Oban from July 
1940 to February 1942. Their headquarters were at 
Dungallan House, with bases at Ardentrive Bay on 
the Isle of Kerrera and at Ganavan Sands. 

boats.

to the Arctic and Russia. It was for one such mission 
in the summer of 1942, that he was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. 

close to the North Pole. An example of the compass 
and a model Catalina are on display in Oban War and 

during the war. Photograph courtesy of Oban War and Peace Museum. 

Peace Museum, along with extensive information 
about Squadron 210. 

In February 1942, the squadron moved to Sullom 

Force at the end of the war. In 1987, he wrote about 
his wartime experiences in a book, Arctic Airmen.

Oban stationed Catalina navigator dies

THE traditional blessing of Craignish’s boats and 
those who sail in them took place last Saturday at 
Ardfern Boat Yard. 

Rev Alastair McLachlan, Church of Scotland 
minister for Kilninver and Kilmelford, led the short 
service of prayers, hymns and readings. He said the 
practice of praying for those who sail from Ardfern 
and local businesses connected with the sea had been 
going on for decades. 

Later on Saturday, villagers and visitors enjoyed 
the sunshine at the parish church’s spring fayre, held 

a19bls01

Boats blessed in Ardfern
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Argyll teenagers join national squad
Angus Gray-Stephens in action.

TWO TEENAGE Argyll sailors have taken 

Patrick Shellock

New class 
sets sail in 
yacht week

Fast

is known throughout the 

Welcome

this event!

th

Popular

To entertain the younger 

water throughout the 

There is an Argyll 

Tarbert awaits arrival of Scottish SeriesOban Sailing Club 
results

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 

year on his White Mischief

Sigmatic

£300

WOODEN SAILING DINGY
A GP14 sale number 4300, Alloy 
mast and boom, new bouyancy 

bags, sitting on road trailer with full 
cover,winch and lightboard. Good 
condition for year, needs a small 
amount of varnishing. Sitting at 

Duror, West Scotland.

Telephone: 
01631 740304 

£1100 o.n.o.

13.5 ft Dory with Evinrude 
50hp outboard, trailer and 

accessories.
Telephone: 

01583 431372

13.5 FT DORY

DUFOUR 1800 – GRP CRUISER/RACER
4 berths, inboard diesel, 
in boom & roller reefing, 

good condition, lying Loch 
Fyne.

 Call 
01738 637082 for 
further information 

/ inventory.

Valued at £10,000 in 2007 
WILL ACCEPT £5250 FOR QUICK SALE

£1000 no vat

Can be viewed in Oban
Telephone 01852 500 273

Mobile 07710060021

40’ FREIGHTLINER 
SHIPPING CONTAINER.

£19,500 o.n.o.

FISHER FREEWARD 25FT YACHT
Exceptional Condition. 

Reluctant sale. New 
engine 2008. In mast 

reefing – furling jib. Hot 
air heating. Lots of extras.

Ready to sail

Telephone: 
01770 601319

4.3 METRES / 14 FOOT 
WAVERIDER MUSTANG (CUSTOM)

£2,500 o.n.o.
4.3 metres / 14 foot Waverider Mustang (Custom)

1994 Yamaha 40 autolube 2 stroke outboard, Electric start, Two wheel trailer / light 
board  / winch, Fitted cockpit cover, Twin bucket seats with aft bench seat and storage, 
Fire extinguisher, Car fuel tank with decker filler, Boat hook, Two paddles and ropes, 

Full instruments including navigation lights, Speed log, Electric bilge pump with 
autofloat switch, JVC radio / CD player, Mains battery charger, Boat garaged in Ford 

near Lochgilphead, Very little used over the last 3 years forces sale
For more information contact Ross on 

07876 623731 / 01546 810220

AVON 3.5M RIB

£1550 o.n.o.
25hp Johnson outboard, electric start. Centre consol, A 

frame with nav lights. Galvanised trailer. 
All in good condition.

Tel: 01680 812435 or 07721 623854
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Shinty

Leagues

Premier Division

North Division 1

North Division 2

North Division 3

South Division 2

South Division 1

Shinty

Fort William    6 4 1 1 12 7    9 
Oban Camanachd  5 3 1 1 10  7   7 
Kyles Athletic    6 3 1 2 15 14    7 
Kingussie  5 2 2 115 10   6 
Newtonmore   4 1 3 0  9  4    5 
Lochaber  5 2 1 2 7 10    5 
Glenurquhart  7 2 1 4 9 15    5 
Bute   3 1 1 1 4   5    3 
Inveraray  6 1 1 4 7 12    3
Glenorchy    5 0 2 3 5   9    2

Skye                   5 3 1 1  13 7   6
Kilmallie  4 3 0 1 14 11    6 
Strathglass    3 2 0 2 12 5    4
Lovat     4 1 2 1 6  4     4 
Kinlochshiel    2 1 1 0 4  2     3 
Beauly     4 1 1 2 4  8     3 
Inverness    5 1 1 3 2 14    3 
Caberfeidh                          3 1 0 2 5  8    2 
Lochcarron    1 0 0 1 0  1     0 

Glenurquhart           7 6 1 0  24 7 13 
Fort William           6 5 0 1 27 8 10 
Lovat                   8 5 0 3 24 1210
Kingussie                7 4 0 3 16 14  8 
Glengarry    7 2 2 3 14 12  6 
Kilmallie    5 3  0 2 7 14   6 
Newtonmore    6 2  0 4 10  14  4  
Skye     6 1 1 4 12 20  3 
Caberfeidh    4 0 0 4 5 19  0 
Kinlochshiel    4 0  0 4 5  24  0 

Lochside Rovers   4 4 0 0 15  5   8
GMA                               3 2 0 1   8  3   4
Inveraray  3 2 0 1   9  9   4
Oban Celtic    1 1 0 0   2  1   2 
Ballachulish    3 1 0 2   8  8   2 
Kilmory    4 1 0 3   511   2 
Tayforth    4 0 0 4   6 16 -2 

Strachur    7 4 1 2 13   6  9 
Kyles Athletic    5 4 0 1 11   4  8 
Taynuilt    3 3 0 0 13  6  6 
Col Glen    5 2 1 2 10 10  5 
Aberdour    4 2 0 2 16    7  4 
Glenorchy    3 1 1 1  5    3  3 
GMA     4 1 1 2  5  16  3 
Bute     5 1 0 4  7  12  2 
Ballachulish    4 0 0 4  1  18  0 

Aberdeen Uni                 8 7 0 1 26  4 14 
Lochaber                 7 5 0 2  27 9  10 
Lochbroom    6 4 1 1 16  5   9 
Boleskine    9 4 1 4  19 16 9 
Beauly     7 4 0 3 15   8  8 
Strathglass    6 3 0 3 17 17  6 
Inverness    5 2 0 3 11 10  4 
Lochcarron    5 2 0 3  5  17  4 
Ardnamurchan    6 1 0 5  4 25   2 
Kincraig    7 0 0 7  7 36   0 

Results

Shinty
fixtures

Shinty
Macaulay Cup 
1st Round
Tayforth v Bute   
David Mitchell
Glenorchy v Kilmory  
Charles Young
Glenurquhart v Lovat
Donald MacRae
Camanachd Cup
2nd Round
Oban v Lochaber  
Dunkie Kerr
12pm throw-up
Fort William v Kilmallie  
Ron Kennedy
Kyles Ath v Newtonmore  
Ted McDonald
Marine Harvest
Premier Division
Inveraray v Kingussie
Graham Cameron
Marine Harvest
North Division One
Inverness v Caberfeidh  
Jock Matheson 
Kinlochsheil v Skye
Russell Ross
Marine Harvest
South Division One
Ballachulish v Oban Celtic
George O’Rourke
Inveraray v Lochside Rvs 
Derek Cameron
12pm throw-up
Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Lovat v  Fort William  
Calum Duff
Caberfeidh v Kingussie  
Ronnie Campbell
Newtonmore v Glen’quhart
Neil Ferguson 
12pm throw-up
Skye v Kilmallie  
Laurie Skuodas
Marine Harvest
South Division Two
Bute v Aberdour  
Euan Pearson 
Strachur v Glenorchy  
Dougie Cameron
Taynuilt v Ballachulish  
John MacPhee
Glasgow MA v Col Glen  
Billy Wotherspoon
Marine Harvest 
North Division Three
Beauly v Lochaber  
John MacLeod 
Kincraig v Aberdeen Uni 
Evan MacRae 
Lochbroom v Ard’murchan 
Graham Irving
Strathglass v Inverness  
Roddie MacLennan

Camanachd Cup 2nd Round; Beauly 1 
Inveraray 4; Bute P Lochcarron P; Fort William 
P Kilmallie P; Glenurquhart 1 Kinlochshiel 
2; Kingussie 5 Caberfeidh 1; Kyles Athletic 
v Newtonmore (match abandoned); Lovat 4 
Glenorchy 3aet; Oban P Lochaber P
Sutherland Cup; Aberdour 3 Fort William 4; 
Caberfeidh P Glenorchy P; Kincraig 4 Glasgow 
MA 0; Glenurquhart 3 Inveraray 0; Kingussie 6 
Glengarry 1; Kyles Ath P Kinlochsheil P; Lovat 
3 Bute 1; Strathglass 1 Newtonmore 4
Marine Harvest North Division One; Skye 1 
Strathglass 0 
Marine Harvest South Division One; Oban 
Celtic P Lochside Rvs P; Tayforth 0 Glasgow 
MA 3
Marine Harvest South Division Two; 
Ballachulish P Strachur P; Col Glen P Taynuilt 
P
Marine Harvest North Division Three; 
Beauly 3 Boleskine 1; Lochaber P Inverness P; 
Lochcarron P Ardnamurchan P

Shinty

Camanachd Cup 
draw pits Fort 
and Kilmallie

CAMANACHD Cup 
holders Fort William will 
play Kilmallie in the quarter 

past Kinlochshiel in the 
second round.

The other ties, to be played 
on June 6, will see Bute or 
Lochcarron play Inveraray, 
Kingussie play Lovat and 
either Oban Camanachd or 
Lochaber play either Kules 
or Newtonmore.

SKYE lass Sarah Corrigal 
posted a contender for 
womens shinty’s individual 
performance of the season 
when she scored 10 goals 
for Glengarry in their 16-
0 thumping of Forth in a 
lopsided National Division 
One clash on Sunday.

Six other Garry girls put 
their names on the scoresheet; 
Karen Cameron, Elaine 
Wink, Lauren Doherty, Beth 
MacDonald, Laura Mackay 
and Helen Nelson.

The victory keeps 
Glengarry on course to 
retain their title and they 
have opened up a two-point 
lead over Tir Conaill Harps, 

Glasgow Mid-Argyll was 
postponed.

ONLY one of the Camanachd 
Cup ties to be played on 
Saturday, June 6 is clear cut 
after wet weather wrecked last 

Kingussie will host Lovat, 
with the other ties awaiting at 

Bute or Lochcarron will play 
Inveraray; Kinlochshiel await 
either Fort William or Kilmallie; 
while Oban Camanachd or 
Lochaber will face either Kyles 
Athletic or Newtonmore.

There was considerable 
controversy last Saturday after 
Lochcarron faced an early 
morning start to make the long 
journey to Bute only to discover 
that the Meadows, Rothesay 
was unplayable and the Wester 
Ross side trudged north again 
more than a little unhappy with 
the match organisation, or lack 
of it.

Newtonmore travelled south 
to Tighnabruaich and the teams 
attempted to play in farcical 
conditions until the 57th minute 
when the cup tie was abandoned. 
Both teams tried manfully to 
counter the rising tide, but with 
torrential rain dominating the 
opening 10 minutes, underfoot 
conditions became a lottery 
and referee Ted MacDonald 
called a halt with Kyles leading 
by a 43rd minute Peter Currie 
goal. The teams will return to 
Tighnabruaich’s battered park 
this Saturday to try again.

Fort William v Kilmallie 
and Oban Camanachd against 
Lochaber were both postponed 
due to the heavy rain.

Added time was required to 
settle two of the ties that did 
go ahead, with Division One 
side Kinlochshiel surprise 
victors over Premier League 
opposition Glenurquhart at 
Drumnadrochit.

Weather the victor in half 
of Camanachd Cup ties

Scott MacLean put ‘Shiel 
ahead after 10 minutes but Billy 
Urquhart had the Glen back on 
level terms six minutes later. 
Neither side could break the 
deadlock within the 90 minutes 
but Gordie MacDonald earned 
Kinlochshiel a place in the next 
round with a goal after 107 
minutes.

Grant MacPherson of 
Glenorchy had scored a hat-
trick against Lovat at Kiltarlity 
before the home side fought 
back to snatch a winner in 
extra time. MacPherson’s goals 

in 10,37 and 55 minutes had 
given Glenorchy a deserved 
lead before Greg Matheson led 
Lovat’s recovery with a goal in 
the 65th minute. 

Five minutes later, Evan 

a single goal with Matheson 
netting the equaliser but 
Ferguson dashed Glenorchy’s 
cup hopes when he struck the 
winner after 115 minutes.

At Braeview Park Beauly 
were a goal ahead after 24 

minutes when Jamie Maclennan 
placed the ball in the Inveraray 
net. But Gary MacPherson then 

six minutes – his third from the 
penalty spot as the Royal Burgh-
side booked the place in the next 
round. MacPherson added his 
fourth goal one the hour to seal 
the victory and a cup tie against 
either Bute or Lochcarron.

Caberfeidh were always the 
underdogs ahead of their cup 
tie at the Dell and when Ronald 

Ross opened the scoring for 
Kingussie after 10 minutes the 
task looked well beyond the 
visitors. Ross added a second on 
the half-hour, then emphasised 
the home side’s superiority with 
a third from the penalty spot a 
minute short of the half-time 
whistle.

Cabers’ David Mellis clawed 

the restart but the tie was 
sealed when Kevin Thain added 
Kingussie’s fourth and Ross 
scored his fourth of the game to 
make the score 5-1.

Action from Kingussie’s 5-1 thrashing of Caberfeidh in the Camanachd Cup second round on Saturday, one of the matches 
that went ahead despite the weather.

In midweek Badenoch and 
Strathspey stretched their 
advantage at the top of North 
Division Two to four points 
following a 4-0 home win 
against Glengarry’s B team.

Julie McWhirter scored 
twice and other goals came 
from Jeanette McGregor and 
Kirsty Deans.

In the same division 
the previous weekend 
Lochaber picked up their 

Kathleen Cameron hitting a 
hat-trick in their 3-0 home 
victory against Aberdeen 
University.

(May 17) are Badenoch and 
Strathspey v Lochaber and  

Strathglass v Glengarry in 
north division two. 

The Scotland womens 
training squad for the 
shinty/camogie international 
against Ireland in October 
has been announced. 

The pool will be whittled 

year.
Players selected are: 
Annie Butterworth, Elaine 

Cameron, Karen Cameron, 
Sarah Corrigal (all Glengarry), 
Oonagh Collins, Yvonne 
Connaughton, Hilda Dooley,  
Orla Coughlan (all Tir Conaill 
Harps), Kirsty Deans (Badenoch 
& Strathspey),  Katie Drain 
(Glasgow MA), Stephanie 
Dunstaffnage (Glenorchy), 
Joanne Gillanders (Glengarry), 

Kirsty Gray (Glasgow MA), 
Aisling Gribbon (Tir Conaill 
Harps), Marian Holohan (Tir 
Conaill Harps), Lindsay Keddie 
(Cowal & Bute), Jo Kelly (Cowal 
& Bute), Mairi Lawson (Forth), 
Beth MacDonald (Glengarry), 
Fiona Mathie (Tir Conaill 
Harps), Laura McCafferty 
(Glasgow MA), Elizabeth 
McGregor (Badenoch & 
Strathspey), Jeanette McGregor 
(Badenoch & Strathspey), 
Kirsten Munro (Glasgow MA), 
Katie Myerscough (Glasgow 
Mid-Argyll), Jane Nicol 
(Badenoch & Strathspey), 
Lisa Norman (Glasgow MA), 
Katy Smith (Forth), Elaine 
Wink (Glengarry). Reserves: 
Mickie Imrie (Forth), Ruth 
Bordoli (Forth), Erin McNiven 
(Badenoch & Strathspey), 
Gemma McShane (Glasgow 
MA)

Skye lass scores 10 goals in one game

Shinty

Shinty
THIRTY of Scotland’s most promising young 
shinty players will travel to Ireland in July 
for a three-day tour culminating in challenge 
matches against the Dublin Development 
Squad.

The young Scotland squad, selected 
following last year’s development camp, 
represent 18 clubs from across Scotland.

Squad: Fraser Mathisen (Aberdour) Jack 
MacMillan (Ardnamurchan) Kenneth Michie 
(Ballachulish) Martin MacFadyen (Beauly)  
Leighton Reid (Bute) Robert Ferguson (Bute) Tom 
Evans (Caberfeidh) Peter Wood (Fort William) 
Bradley Sneddon, Ben Hosie (Glenurquhart) Lewis 
MacNicol (Inveraray) Neil Robertson (Kincraig) 
Ruaridh Wink, Stuart Downey (Kingussie) John 
MacRae, David Falconer, Alexander Grant, Duncan 
MacRae (Kinlochshiel) Ben Delaney (Lochaber) 
Douglas MacKenzie, Finlay Stark,  Paddy Wilson 
(Lochbroom) Martin Mainland, Greg Matheson, 
Craig Mainland (Lovat) Danny Morrison, Jonathan 
MacLennan, Paul MacKinnon, Neil MacVicar 
(Skye) Seth Jones, Marc MacLachlan (Strathglass)

Youngsters travel for 
Ireland challenge

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£650

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
 The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 
until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
 If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
 The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
 In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
 The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
 Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are: 
J MacSween, 19 Harrapool, Broadford, Isle of Skye and W Thom, Glenview, Dalmally, Argyll
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Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by 
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Cloudy and dry with sunny spells and chance of 

showers of light rain. Winds light to moderate easterly. 
Temperatures 7ºC to 12ºC

Friday
Again cloudy with sunny intervals throughout the day. 
Winds moderate easterly. Temperatures 8ºC to 14ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday and Sunday are expected to be sunny with the 

chance of scattered showers and some heavy rain on 
Sunday evening. Winds moderate easterly. 

Temperatures 8ºC to 14ºC.
Ferry Crossings/Sea States

Oban to Barra/South Uist - Rough
Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above

Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, May 14, 2009

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
 Date  am    pm
Thur 02.42 1.6 08.18 3.2 15.01 1.5 20.49 3.4
Fri 03.28 1.7 08.57 3.0 15.46 1.7 21.36 3.2                 
Sat 04.21 1.9 09.46 2.8 16.37 1.8 22.33 3.0
Sun 05.23 1.9 10.53 2.7 17.34 1.8 23.51 3.0
Mon 06.31 1.9 12.39 2.7 18.36 1.8 **.** *.*
Tues 01.19 3.1 07.37 1.7 13.57 2.9 19.38 1.7
Wed 02.22 3.2 08.32 1.5 14.45 3.0 20.35 1.5
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Motorcycling

Football

20

11

Susie is in the pink
Motor RacingOBAN driver Susie 

Stoddart opens her quest 

the German (DTM) at 
Hockenheim on Sunday, 

bright pink car!
Mercedes design 

from the 26 year old’s

work out a new colour scheme 
for Susie’s Mercedes.

The result has been 
wowing the German press 
and is certain to make her a
stand-out competitor in front 
of 80,000 fans this weekend.

Stoddart joins the 
Mercedes Benz line-up 
for this third year in a row,
hoping to score her maiden 
point, despite driving a 

thought it was a bit cliched 
- girl driver, pink car,’ said 
Susie.

Logo
‘However, it actually looks 

really good and it is certainly 
drawing the media’s attention. 
I have been running with my 
sponsor’s pink and blue logo 
on a white car for the past 
two years but they wanted 
something different so they 
came up with this.

‘We’ve had a few good 
tests recently and I am 
really looking forward to 
getting started now. I am 
still in a one-year-old car 
and there are eight new cars 
on the grid so, getting into 
the top ten, would be a real 
achievement.

‘That is what I am aiming 
for.’

After two years of settling 

into the DTM alongside 
drivers such as ex-world 
champion Mikka Hakkinen, 
Ralf Schumacher and fellow 
Scot Paul Di Resta, Stoddart 
feels she is ready to make an 
impression.

Susie Stoddart in her new pink DTM Mercedes. 

Susie Stoddart.

more versatile as a driver 

famous Hockenheimring 
this weekend.

collated by Mercedes 

much sharper ahead of the 
2009 campaign.

Style
She has also changed her 

driving style, in line with the 
team’s recommendations.

show I am up 30 per cent 
on last year, which is
good,’ added Susie.

‘I have also switched to 
left foot braking, which has 
made a difference. 

‘It felt a bit strange for 

the whole organisation is 
moving towards that and it 

Stoddart will face another 
former Scottish female 
karting competitor in
Katherine Legge. The pair 
make up the only lady drivers 
in the championship.

‘Katherine was in the 
seniors when I was a junior. 
It will be good to race
against her again. Last year, 
on the whole, was a bit 
disappointing.

‘The 2007 car was not up 
to speed. When a driver like 
Ralf Schumacher failed to 
score good results in it, that 
says something.

‘However, it is not an 
excuse. I made some 
mistakes and had some poor 
qualifying results. That is 
something I am looking to 
change this year, getting 
further up the grid for a 
start.’

Warriors
win the day 
in Oban 
GLASGOW Warriors came 
to town on Sunday in the 
shape of six-foot, eight-
inch and 120kg Richie Gray 
and the smaller but no less 
talented Chris Kinloch. 

As a reward for Oban 
Lorne’s support of their team, 
based at Firhill, Glasgow 
Warriors sent up two of 

their international players 
to attend an Oban youth 
development day themed as 
‘Be a Warrior for a day’.

UKCC coaches, Dee 
Bradbury, George Hamilton, 
Murray Hamilton, Ben 
Redfearn and Andy 
MacDougall, assisted by 
Gerry Ralston from Mull, 
had been tasked with 
setting up some fun based 
coaching sessions based 
on the key rugby skills of 
passing, kicking, running 
and contact.

Richie joined Glasgow 
Warriors in 2008 and is 
currently captain of the 
Scotland under-20 team. 
He is heading off to Tokyo 
soon to take part in the  IRB 
Junior World Championship 
in Japan.

Sevens
Chris joined the Warriors 

last summer and has also 
been capped for Scotland 
at under-20 level and has 
featured in the Scotland 
sevens team in the IRB 
World Sevens series. 

The two Warriors spent 
more than four hours with 
over 60 of the young players 
who came from all over 
Argyll including Oban, Mull, 
Lochgiphead and Inveraray.

They were on hand 
to give the youngsters 
encouragement and advice 
during the sessions and tips 
on some of the techniques that 
they use in the professional 
game as well as taking part 
in games of touch rugby.  

At the end of the event 
Chris and Richie gave 
autographs and posed for 
photographs with the young 
rugby players.

Rugby

Scottish internationals help out with coaching

Richie and Chris with players at Glencruitten. t20warrior01

Saints commit 

Jimmy Marshall Trophy
Semi Final
Inverclyde 3

Oban Saints 2

SAINTS travelled to 
Millburn Park, Vale of 
Leven, on Monday night to 

the Jimmy Marshall Trophy 
and to say they blew it would 
be a huge understatement.
 How the Oban side 
contrived to throw away a 2-
0 lead is beyond belief.
 Saints took the lead through 
Sean Ford and went further 
in front early in the second 
half through Keith Millar.
 However, 60 seconds later  
Inverclyde were level when 
they converted a penalty.

and the ball ended up in the 
back of the Saints net to 
drawn the teams level.
 The Oban side were 
completely shattered and 
when Stephen Gillan netted 
a third goal for Inverclyde it 
looked all over.
 Willie Gemmell hit the 
Inverclyde bar in the last 
mintue, but the ball was 
booted clear and Saints were 
out the cup.
 Manager Iain Jackson 
was devastated at the result 
after his team looking so 

Saints entertained Postal 
United on Saturday and 

after a slow start the home 
side came into the game and 
Darin Bryars was unlucky 
to see a header from a Ross 
Maitland cross sail inches 
over the bar.

The game had to be stopped 
in the 57th minute when 
Saints striker Darin Bryars 
fell awkwardly and broke 
his arm. Darin was operated 
on and his arm put in plaster. 
This injury will keep him out 
of action till the start of next 
season.

With 10 minutes remaining 
the home side came close 
when a Willie Gemmell free 
kick slipped inches past the 
post with the keeper beaten.

Saints have two tough 
home games this weekend 
when they take on Pollok on 
Saturday and league leaders 
Greenock HSFP on Sunday. 

Both games will be played 
at Glencruitten and will 
kick-off at 2pm.

Next Wednesday the Oban 
side travel to play Argyll 
rivals Campbeltown Pupils. 
This game will take place at 
Kintyre Park and will kick-
off at 7.15pm.

The newly formed Oban 
Saints under 12s took on  
Dunoon under 13s. with the 

6-0 win. 
The games involving all 

the other youth teams were 
postponed due to weather.

TWO ARGYLL motor 
cyclists are taking part in 
Ireland’s largest outdoor 
sporting event being held 
this weekend.

Mark McPhee and Robert 
Wilson are to ride in the 
International North West 
200 which attracts crowds 
in excess of 150,000 as well 
as the biggest names in the 
sport including Michael 
Rutter, Steve Plater and John 
McGuinness.

The event is similiar to the 
Isle of Man TT with road 
shut for practice sessions 
throughout this week and 
shut all day on Saturday 

Pictured left to right are Mark McPhee, mechanic Gregor Johnstone, Robert Wil-
son, Billy Robertson, Steven Carson and Alasdair McPhee.

Argyll riders to compete in  
Ireland’s famous North West

for the race. There are four 
classes of races from 125cc 
up to 1,000cc superbikes 
with riders completing one 

route in around four minutes 
and thirty seconds with an 
average lap speed of up to 
120mph.

This year, the event’s 80th 
anniversary, has a nine-mile 
road route course between 
Port Rush, Port Stewart and 
Coleraine.

The triangular circuit is one 
of the fastest in the world 
and in 2005, Michael Rutter 

broke the record for the 
fastest speed in the history of 
the event with 201.1mph.

Mark, who rides a Suzuki, 
is an HGV driver who 
started racing bikes in 2003. 
He competed in the 2008 

also competed in the 1,000cc 
sports production class in 
2009.

Robert, an architect, has a 
motocross background and 
started racing bikes in 2007

His best placement to date 
is a third and a win in the 
novice race at East Fortune 
riding a Kawasaki.

Shooting

On target 
at both east 
and west
ARGYLL shooter Craig 
McFadyen has been on 
target at senior level in two 
of Scotland’s biggest events.

Craig came second in 
class at the west of Scotland 
championships at Dalry and 
third in class at the recent 
East of Scotland event at 
Strathyre.

Craig, a member of Lorn 
Gun Club, is the current 
Scottish Junior DTL 
champion and is aiming to 
get into the Scottish team 
for the DTL Clay Pigeon 
shooting this season.

Bowls

Good contest 
at Oban club

ENTRIES are still available 
for the invitation triples 
at Oban Bowling Club on 
Sunday, June 13.

Last weekend the weather 
ensured a good contest 
for the Dalriada Shield on 
Sunday. The winners were 
Andrew Forbes and John 
McLaren.

Golf
Islay May medal

May Medal; 1 Charles 
Holyoake 2 Sam Johnston 3 
Norman MacDonald Order 
of Merit; 1 A Holyoake 2 N 
MacDonald 3 D Melrose
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