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CAOL piper Brighde 
Chaimbeul won the BBC 
Radio 2 Young Folk Award 
in London last week.

The 17-year-old beat 
three other finalists at the 
ceremony in the Royal 
Albert Hall on Wednesday 
April 27. 

‘One of the defining 
moments of the awards 
was Brighde’s acceptance 
speech,’ her proud father, 
the writer, broadcaster and 
actor Aonghas Phàdraig 
Chaimbeul from South 
Uist, said: ‘If you blinked 
you might have missed it.’

‘I didn’t know what 

was going on,’ Brighde 
explained. ‘I had to make a 
speech. It was short. I said 
it was unexpected, thanked 
people, then, goodbye.’

Brighde also triumphed 
on the Highland pipes at 
Oban’s Highlands and 
Islands Music and Dance 
Festival last Saturday, win-
ning the March, Strathspey 
and Reel Grade C. 

‘I’m really pleased,’ she 
told us: ‘It’s nice to win 
something in C Grade. It’s 
a step up: it’s my first year 
in the seniors.’ 

Highland piper Chris 
Lee, 26, from Hong Kong, 

also celebrated his first win 
in Scotland, coming top 
in Piobaireachd Grade C. 
Chris, who has no Scottish 
ancestry, began learning 
the pipes aged 12 in the 
Boys’ Brigade and, after 
taking lessons via Skype 
with a Nova Scotian in-
structor, he is now studying 
at the Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland in Glasgow, 
and playing in Lomond and 
Clyde Pipe Band.

‘My goal is to promote 
Scottish music in Hong 
Kong, where I hope to start 
a piping school,’ he told The 
Oban Times. 

Prize pipers hit all the right notes

Brighde Chaimbeul from Caol, 
winner of the March Strathspey 

and Reel Grade C, and Chris 
Lee from Hong Kong, winner of 

Piobaireachd Grade C.

Oban rallies to support new 
campaign to free Billy Irving
A NEW campaign in support of 
jailed Connel father Billy Irving was 
launched at a rally in Oban on Tues-
day by Argyll and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara. 

The protest took place in Argyll 
Square, Oban, and had been organ-
ised to mirror a similar protest in 
Carlisle, where Billy Irving’s partner 
Yvonne McHugh and supporters, 
including Billy’s family, hoped to raise 
awareness of the mens’ situation. 

The demonstrations were timed to 
coincide with a meeting in Carlisle 
between the families and Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) minis-
ter Hugo Swire.

Mr O’Hara, vice chairman of an all 
party parliamentary group in support 
of the men who were sentenced to five 
years in an Indian jail in January this 
year, appealed to the public to help 
right ‘a travesty of justice’.

Billy’s partner Yvonne MacHugh 
and East Renfrewshire MP Kirsten 
Oswald held a FREESG06 rally in 
Carlisle at 11am on Tuesday, coin-
ciding with the rally in Oban, where 
Brendan O’Hara announced: ‘Today 
is the start of an independent cam-
paign to get Billy and his shipmates 
out.  

‘I think it’s important for the family 
to know they have the support of the 
town and I think if word gets to India 
it will mean an awful lot to Billy.’ 

A collection raised more than £150 
to help pay for airline tickets to fly 
Yvonne and their young son William 
to India to see him in prison.

Billy was among 35 sailors and 
guards arrested on the anti-piracy 
ship MV Seaman Guard Ohio on Octo-
ber 12 2013 after it strayed into Indian 
waters without permission. 

Billy and the five other former Brit-
ish soldiers were jailed in January on 

firearms charges, despite consistently 
denying any wrong-doing. 

‘We are in a terrible situation,’ Mr 
O’Hara began on Tuesday. ‘They have 
now been caught up in the internal 
politics of India and they are the 
innocent victims. They are currently 
languishing in a jail serving five years 
with hard labour. It’s an absolutely 
shocking state of affairs.

‘As I understand it, they are allowed 
one visit every two weeks. Billy cur-
rently is in a cell with 26 other prison-
ers. What I heard, and if this is true it 

is shocking, is that Billy actually has to 
pay extra to get clean water. 

‘They are terrible, terrible conditions 
in which these men are living and they 
are convicted as political prisoners. 
These men are not criminals and we 
have to make that point time and time 
again.’

The MP explained why the campaign 
had to change tactics. 

‘A travesty of justice has taken place 
in India,’ he said, ‘and I think much 
of the finger of blame has to point 
at the Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office (FCO), which has done little or 
nothing to secure the mens’ release.

‘As early as June of this year... the 
FCO assured us they were doing 
everything they can, that they were 
confident of release and that we 
shouldn’t rock the boat, that we 
should say as little as possible so as 
not to upset the Indian Government.

‘I was at the Foreign Office the day 
the convictions came through and they  
[the FCO] were absolutely stunned. 

‘They could not believe it – they had 
misread the signals coming out of 

India and the result is Billy and his 
shipmates are now suffering five years 
in what is a very, very tough Indian 
prison.

‘The advice we were given turned 
out to be the wrong advice. Because 
when [India’s] Prime Minister Modi 
was here, we should have been at every 
street corner telling him that this was 
a travesty of justice. 

‘This was a disgraceful judicial mess 
up and he had to do something about 
it.’

Mr O’Hara added that the campaign 
would not work against the FCO but 
act independently of it ‘because it 
is important the argument is being 
made beyond the diplomatic channels: 
so people get the chance to say this is 
wrong’. 

He continued: ‘We can ask questions 
like: why have the American owners of 
the boat got off Scot-free while Billy 
and his shipmates are languishing for 
five years in a prison? It’s an absolute 
disgrace.  

‘We can make no promises that we 
can get Billy and his shipmates out, 
but what we will promise is that we will 
raise the profile, we will support the 
families and we will give the families 
and the public an avenue other than 
the FCO to vent their feelings and to 
get their views heard.

‘Contact your MP, write to the 
press, write to the FCO, write to the 
Prime Minister and let your views 
be known as a community in Oban, 
because right now what we have done 
is the diplomatic course and it hasn’t 
worked.

‘The campaign, I’m delighted to say, 
starts today.’

Anyone who would like to contribute 
to the fundraising to pay for flights for 
Billy’s partner Yvonne and their son 
William to visit him in India can hand 
it in to The Oban Times office.

To view a video of the Oban rally 
visit www.theobantimes.co.uk

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

People gathered in Argyll Square on Tuesday in support of Billy Irving as MP Brendan O’Hara launched a new campaign 
to get Billy and his shipmates freed. 

RNLI team e� ort 
to help divers 

Lottery funding 
for war projects 

OBAN and Tobermory life-
boats joined forces this week 
after two divers surfaced from 
a rapid ascent from 20 metres.

RNLI Lifeboat Mora Edith 
MacDonald was tasked by 
Stornoway Coastguard to 
attend the divers being taken 
on board Tobermory Lifeboat 
Elizabeth Fairlie Ramsey.

The incident occurred 
shortly after 1pm on Tuesday 
May 3 and by 2pm the divers 
were safely transferred to 
Oban lifeboat and were then 
met by ambulance in Oban 
which delivered them to Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles Hospital 
for further assessment and 
treatment. 

The lifeboat was then 
refuelled and made ready for 
service by 3pm.

HIGHLAND and island com-
munities are being urged to 
take advantage of funding for 
projects to mark the centenary 
of the First World War.

The Heritage Lottery Fund’s 
(HLF) First World War: Then 
and Now programme is mak-
ing at least £1million a year 
available for small community 
grants until 2019.

MP Angus MacNeil said: 
‘Like many areas across the 
UK, the impact of the First 
World War on the people of 
Na h-Eileanan an Iar was 
extensive. 

‘Those who want to find out 
more about its legacy or who 
wish to mark the centenary 
should get in touch with HLF.’
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MULL
lines
Enterprising 
pupils run cafe
OVER the last four months, Ulva 
Primary School has raised £669 
by organising a community café 
at the school.

The café is an exciting new 
project being run by the par-
ents, sta�  and pupils of Ulva 
school.

Arwen, Eilidh, Issy and Ashley, 
who help run the café, said: 
‘We make sure that every café 
is di� erent and we make up 
questionnaires so that people 
can write what they think about 
the café so that we can improve 
it. So far we have had a lot of 
positive feedback.

‘People have come from as far 
away as Surrey and London to 
visit our community café, which 
is very good.’

The café is held on the last 
Tuesday of every month. 

The Ulva entrepreneurs have 
invested some of the money 
back into the café by purchas-
ing a banner, tables and chairs 
and accessories such as vacuum 
jugs. However, they have also 

donated money to the USCA 
housing project. The next com-
munity café will be held on May 
31 at the school.

Hotel riding high 
on festival wave
A WEEK after the Mull Music 

Festival, revellers will now be 
recovering and getting back  
to their daily routines, but the 
busiest weekend on the island’s 
calendar has left its mark on 
one establishment.

Owners of the Tobermory 
Hotel said: ‘It was a fantastic 
atmosphere.

‘We had a fully traditional line-

up of bands this year, and they 
certainly didn’t disappoint the 
fantastic crowds that made the 
e� ort to come to Mull for the 
music festival.’

Lifeboat called to 
aid elderly woman
OBAN lifeboat launched to help 
transport an elderly lady from 
Mull, who was in need of urgent 
medical assistance last Saturday 
night (April 30).

Two paramedics assisted the 
� ve volunteers of Mora Edith 
MacDonald, and they arrived 
in Craignure at 9.25pm – 30 
minutes after leaving Oban.

The patient was transferred 
from a waiting ambulance to 
the lifeboat, which then left 
and arrived back in Oban at 
10.15pm.

The boat was met by another 
ambulance, which completed 
the transportation of the 
patient to Lorn and Islands  
Hospital in the town.

Elements of the Nicky McMichan six-piece Scottish Ceilidh Band. 

RNLI lifeboat Mora Edith MacDonald tied to the linkspan at 
Craignure last Saturday during the medical emergency. 

AN ISLAND campaign group 
has slammed the Scottish 
Government’s plans to make 
the Inner Hebrides and Minch 
a Special Area of Conservation 
(SAC) for Scotland’s smallest 
cetacean, the harbour porpoise, 
writes Sandy Neil.

An EU Habitats Directive 
prohibits the deliberate killing, 
capturing or disturbance of the 
species in European waters, but 
this is not thought sufficient 
protection. So UK governments 
are also legally obliged to desig-
nate SACs to protect the marine 
mammals’ habitat and prey, and 
five more are planned in the 
waters around England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland.

A study by Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH) identified the 
Inner Hebrides and Minch as 
home to high densities of har-
bour porpoise. 

In the report, SNH argued: 
‘Large sites are ecologically 
more sensible for wide-ranging 
species that can move over large 
distances. We are confident the 
evidence is sufficient to desig-
nate the site.’

An eight-week consultation 
began on March 23, a day before 
the Scottish pre-election period, 
or purdah, began, which restricts 
the publicity MSPs can publish. 

Now campaign group 
SHAMED (Southern Hebrides 
Against Marine Environment 
Designations) has urged the 
SNP Government to ‘break 
their silence and account for 
[their] plans’.

SHAMED’s chairman Angus 
MacLeod, a crofter-fisherman 
from Barra, criticised the 
SAC’s ‘sheer size’ – covering 
13,540km² – of the Minch from 
Lewis down to Jura. 

‘Some areas of the Minch will 
have not just one but three and 
even four designations stacked 
one on top of the other,’ he said, 
‘such as around the Small Isles 
and Coll and Tiree.

‘There has not been one word 
from the local SNP on this 
latest marine SAC. It is their 
Scottish Government that is in 
the driving seat when it comes 
to approving these designations 
and the scale of the future re-
strictions is now shocking.’

SNH says responses to the 
consultation will be carefully 
considered and presented in 
a public report, ‘which sum-
marises whether any changes 
could/should be made to the site 
proposal in light of any scien-
tific information and evidence 
submitted’. 

Although socio-economic in-
formation cannot be taken into 
account in the site designation 
process, any evidence received 
will be passed to Marine Scot-
land which may use it when 
determining management meas-
ures that it is responsible for.

The consultation at www.snh.
gov.uk runs until May 18.

Campaign 
anger over 
designation 
to protect 
porpoise 

Lipstick graffi ti sparks 
call to respect playpark
A RECENTLY-OPENED 
playpark in Oban has been 
tarnished by graffiti and 
community members are now 
concerned that while there 
has been no lasting damage, 
the act may spur further 
antisocial behaviour.

‘Tags’ have appeared on the 
equipment of Oban Commu-
nity Playpark situated outside 
Atlantis Leisure Centre on 
Dalriach Road. 

Chairperson of the Friends 
of Oban Community Play-
park, (FOCP) Lyndsay 
Elliott, took to Facebook on 
Sunday to voice her upset 
at discovering the graffiti, 
writing: ‘It may be written in 
lipstick but it’s still graffiti 
and this isn’t what we want for 
our playpark.’  

Ms Elliott urged fellow 
Facebook members to chal-

lenge such behaviour should 
they see it in the future and 
used the hashtag #respec-
tourpark.

Ms Elliott, who has been 
involved with the playpark 
project for more than four 
years, said the majority of the 
youngsters who visited the 

park were well behaved but 
any problems that did arise 
stemmed from so many peo-
ple of different ages trying 
to use the equipment at the 
same time.

She added: ‘This incident 
was a one-off and just a silly 
little laugh.  We have identi-

fied those involved and ad-
dressed the situation.  It’s not 
a true reflection of feelings 
towards the park but it does 
show when two-year-olds and 
12-year-olds are sharing the 
same space it can become a 
bit crowded.  

‘What we really need is to 
have an area for under fives.’

The goal of the organisa-
tion is to offer youngsters 
a safe place to socialise but 
some believe more needs 
to be done to keep the chil-
dren  entertained and out of 
trouble.
 Friends of Oban Commu-
nity Playpark has been short-
listed for the Scottish Charity 
Awards 2016 for which voting 
is currently under way and 
the artwork of more than 800 
children will be displayed on 
Oban Esplanade on Saturday 
May 7 as part of the campaign  
to raise funds and awareness 
of the project.

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Fairtrade celebration on Skye

SKYE celebrated its 
first year of being a 
Fairtrade island with 
a Fairtrade family 
ceilidh. 

Lis Philips and 
some of the members 

of the Breakish Ce-
ilidh Band provided 
a foot-stomping 
performance free of 
charge, with many 
local businesses and 
individuals donating a 

great selection of raf-
fle prizes, which were 
much appreciated. 

The food for the 
event was generously 
donated by the many 
Fairtrade supporters. 

All in all, the 
evening was a great 
success and raised 
£188 between raffles 
and donations. Trish 
Rodgers, Martin and 
Lin Bird and other 

supporters involved 
work tirelessly to raise 
the profile of Fair-
trade on Skye. 

To find out more, vis-
it www.skyefairtrade.
co.uk

Back row:  John Philips, Lis Philips and members of Breakish Ceilidh Band; second row – Martin Bird, Trish Rogers, Irene Kay, 
Sheana Roberts; front row – Paul Smith, Ewan Charles, Gill Roberts, Becky Smith and Lin Bird.

A GLASGOW-BASED cyclist 
has set off on a 464-mile journey 
by bike and boat across the inner 
and outer Hebrides for charity.

Phil Smith, accompanied by 
his friend Mark Johnson, from 
Musselburgh, set off from 
Glasgow on Thursday (April 28) 
on the week-long fundraiser in 
which the pair were planning to 
reach Garve, south of Ullapool 
yesterday (May 4). 

The route, which takes in eight 
ferry rides, involved a visit to Is-
lay, a brief dock on Colonsay on 
route to Oban, before heading 
to Barra.

It is here that the toughest 
stretch began, as the friends 
planned to traverse the Western 
Isles within 48 hours.

All money raised through 
donations will be split equally 
between Marie Curie and 
brain tumour research; both of 
which are close to Phil’s heart, 
as he lost his mother to  a brain 
tumour in 2014 after she spent 
her last few weeks in the Marie 
Curie hospice in Glasgow.

Phil and Mark have previously 
undertaken several cycling 
roads trips but this is the first 
time that more than their per-
sonal pride has been put on the 
line. 

The pair have been busy train-
ing and Phil, speaking before 
they set off, was confidence they 
would complete the challenge. 

He said: ‘Assuming that spirits 
and tyres can be kept pumped 
up and the bikes don’t let them-
selves down, perhaps the biggest 
x factor facing the tour is the 
occasionally mercurial nature 
of ferry crossings.’

This is partly due to the fact 
that two of the ferries – Port 
Askaig to Oban and Oban to 
Castlebay – only sail once a day 
and so there was some concerns 
over contingency plans should 
they be disrupted or cancelled. 

There is still an opportunity to 
support to Phil and Mark and 
donate to the cause by visiting 
uk.v i rg inmoneygiv ing.com/
team/Biking-and-Boating-the-
Hebrides-in-a-Week

ARGYLL-BASED Fusion 
Marine has secured a £900,000 
order from Scottish Sea Farms 
(SSF) for 16 Triton 450 pens and 
associated equipment.

The order for the latest 
state-of-the-art containment 
technology  reinforces the close 
working relationship between 
SSF and Fusion Marine, which 
stretches back more than 20 
years, and provides a major 
boost for Fusion Marine.

Iain Forbes, director of Fusion 
Marine, said: ‘We always strive 
to work closely with salmon 
producers in developing fish 
containment systems that meet 
their requirements, and Triton 
is a great example of such co-op-
eration. This latest order from 
Scottish Sea Farms helps ensure 
job security at our manufac-
turing base and underlines the 
importance of fish farming in 
supporting our rural economy.’

Cycling duo take 
on Hebrides

£900,000 order for Fusion 
Marine salmon pens

Phil Smith on Harris during his week-long Biking and Boating the 
Hebrides for charity. 

t19philsmith01no
91mms by 69mms

While there was no lasting damage from the lipstick gra�  ti, 
there are fears it will spark further anti-social behaviour.
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OBAN Distillery has donated £500 to the 
Friends of Oban Hospice, a group that 
volunteers at the day hospice in Lorn and 
Islands Hospital and also raises funds for 
the work it does, providing palliative care 
for patients and support for their carers 
and families. 

To celebrate the fact that no accidents 
were reported at the distillery in March, 
the management held a prize draw 
among its employees, o� ering to donate 

£500 to the winner’s chosen charity. 
Frances MacMillan, the distillery’s  brand 
home lead guide, chose Friends of Oban 
Hospice when her name was picked. 

Pictured left to right at the cheque pres-
entation is Oban Distillery senior site man-
ager Les Aitken, Friends of Oban Hospice’s 
Margaret MacLean and treasurer Kathleen 
Black, with Oban Distillery’s Frances Mac-
Millan and operations manager Ronnie 
Whiteford.

OBAN Sea Cadets has received more than 
£1,000 to help it set up a junior section.

The £1,099 community development 
grant from Argyll and Bute Council will 
mean 10- to 12-year-olds will have the 
opportunity to learn about seamanship, 
navigation and � rst aid from the organ-
isation’s quali� ed volunteer sta� , and to 
be involved in teamwork, gain life skills 
and make new friends not just in Oban, 

but also with other junior sea cadets 
nationally and internationally.

Oban Junior Sea Cadets will have its 
opening night on Tuesday May 12 in The 
Old Red Cross Hall, Tweeddale Street, 
Oban at 6.40pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is 
welcome.

For more information email the organ-
isations volunteer sta�  at: obancadet@
gmail.com

Distillery donation to Friends of Oban Hospice

All aboard Oban Sea Cadets’ new junior group

AFTER repeated warnings to 
go home, a drunken man made 
an obscene gesture towards po-
lice officers and found himself 
being charged.

At Oban Sheriff Court last 
week Kevin Hobbs, 28, of 11 
Croft Avenue, Oban admitted 
uttering threats and gesticulat-
ing in an aggressive and obscene 
manner and to spitting on a 
constable in the execution of his 
duty on December 20 last year 
in Station Road in the town.

Procurator fiscal Eoin McGin-
ty said that Hobbs was spotted 
on the town’s CCTV system 
and was seen to be staggering. 
Officers went to check on his 
well-being. They told him to 
go home but amongst offensive 
remarks and a feigned head butt 
he told them ‘youse are getting 
brave’. He was repeatedly told 
to go home and appeared to be 
doing so.

‘About 10 metres away he 
turned and made an obscene 
gesture. The police had enough, 
made their way towards him 
and informed him he was under 
arrest,’ said the fiscal.

His defence agent admitted 
that Hobbs had a number of 
matters calling before the court 
and Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
deferred sentence until May 24 
when these will be heard. 

A TOBERMORY man stole 
money from a friend who trust-
ed him to go to the bank for him.

Daniel John Langford, 34, 
of 25 Morven Drive, took the 
money using the friend’s bank 
card and PIN number from the 
Clydesdale Bank in the village  
between October 2 and Decem-
ber 9 last year.

‘His friend has a significant al-
cohol dependency and relies on 
friends to assist him with normal 
everyday life,’ said procurator 
fiscal Eoin McGinty at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week.

‘For a long period of time 
the accused had access to the 
complainer’s bank card and PIN 
number. On many occasions he 
used this on the express instruc-
tions of the complainer.’

But the friend discovered a 
discrepancy of £80 on his bank 
statement.

Langford admitted the offence 
and Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
was told that he had returned 
£50 so far. 

It had happened when Lang-
ford had found himself in finan-
cial difficulty. Sheriff Anderson 
fined him £300. 

Deferred 
sentence

Fined £300 
over theft

FOLLOWING last week’s 
front page article ‘Have your 
say on land at Ganavan’, The 
Oban Times would like to 
clarify that Argyll and Bute 
Council is advertising a very 
small part of the land it owns 
at Ganavan for lease and wel-
comes interest in developing 
the site for community benefit. 
It is not selling its entire stake 
in the land, as was reported. 

Last week’s article reported 
that some people were of the 
view that the council did not 
have the right to sell the land 
and that any money raised 
from the site should go into the 
town’s common good fund. 

However, the council has 
stated that the land at Gana-
van, including the car park and 
upper part of the beach, came 
to be owned by the council’s 
predecessor and transferred 

to this council following local 
government reorganisation in 
1996.  

The land at Ganavan was not 
dealt with by Argyll and Bute 
District Council as part of 
Oban Common Good Fund, 
nor has this council treated 
it as such. Any income from 
the land in question, and any 
costs associated with it have 
never been shown through the 
common good accounts since 
local government reform more 
than 40 years ago.

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘We are 
advertising a small part of land 
at Ganavan for lease on the 
basis that it will become an 
area of community benefit and 
are hopeful that a developer 
interested in creating addition-
al facilities on this popular site 
will come forward.’

Clarifi cation on 
land at Ganavan

Star-studded line up for sportsman’s dinner

SPORTING legends turned 
out in Oban for the 10th 
Annual Sportsman’s Dinner.

The star-studded event 
took place in the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls to raise 
money for the Ryan MacPhail 
Memorial Fund.

The fund was originally 
set up in memory of Ryan 
MacPhail, who tragically died 

in 2003 in a sledging acci-
dent. The proceeds from the 
celebrations are distributed 
among clubs and organisa-
tions around Oban, including 
children’s charities and also 
helps people with disabilities 
and health problems.

Glasgow Rangers, who were 
Ryan’s favourite football 
club, donated a signed jersey 

in support of this year’s  fund-
raiser, while former Scottish 
international goalkeeper 
Alan Rough was among the 
speakers at the 2016 event, 
which occurred late last 
month. 

Other star guests included 
former Celtic and Scotland 
favourite Murdo MacLeod, 
and Andy Goram, the former 

Rangers and Scotland player.
Pictured above left, the top 

table at the dinner. From left: 
Andy Goram, John Horne 
MC, Councillor Roddy 
McCuish, Alan MacPhail, 
Murdo MacLeod and Patrick 
Steeman, who handled the 
auction. 

Inset above: Walker Owens, 
left, and Gavin Owens, right, 

with the signed Rangers top 
which they paid £500 for in 
the raffle.

The top was presented to 
the avid Rangers fans by 
Andy Goram at the dinner. 

If anyone would like to do-
nate to the fund, please visit 
www.totalgiving.co.uk/chari-
ty/the-ryan-macphail-memo-
rial-fund.

ZooLab 
visits 
schools 
thanks to 
Specsavers
EXOTIC animals have visit-
ed Oban and Lorn primary 
schools as part of a unique 
workshop to encourage kids 
to explore their senses.

ZooLab workshops attended 
five schools providing the 
opportunity for youngsters to 
acquaint themselves with Af-
rican land snail, Madagascar 
hissing cockroach, corn snake, 
cane toad, emperor scorpion, 
Caribbean hermit crab or 
Chilean rose tarantula.

The animal handling experi-
ence was enjoyed by children 
ranging from nursery classes 
to primary three pupils at 
Dunbeg, Lochnell, Park, 
Rockfield and St Columba’s 
primary schools in collabora-
tion with Specsavers Oban.  

The programme is de-
veloped to tie in with the 
national curriculum and 
the youngsters were also 
educated on the importance 
of looking after their own 
senses by opticians.

Optical assistants at Specsav-
ers Oban, Kerry McDougall 
and Martyna Surowka, 
joined assistant manager Iona 
Campbell on recent visits led 
by trained ZooLab rangers.

Ken Macdonald, director 
of Specsavers in Oban, said: 
‘Specsavers has sponsored 
several ZooLab visits across 
Scotland and we were de-
lighted to be able to offer this 
interactive workshop at five 
local primaries. 

‘It’s great that these 
workshops allow us to raise 
awareness of the importance 
of regular eye tests from a 
young age and teach children 
good practice for looking 
after their eyes and ears.’  

Mr Macdonald added: 
‘I was thrilled to hear the 
children were so engaged in 
all elements of the workshop 
and many of the pupils were 
very brave to get up close 
and personal with the creepy 
crawlies.’

Parties rally over road issue
RESIDENTS in Dunbeg have 
voiced their concern about an 
‘unsafe’ road in the village and 
have called for improvements 
to be made to bring it up to an 
acceptable standard.

One community council 
member has said that the 
community will reject any addi-
tional planning applications for 
the area until the work is done.

Kirk Road, which is the only 
route to a number of high-traf-
fic locations in the village, 
such as Dunstaffnage Castle, 
the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science, Marine Court 
and Little Learners Nursery, 
is the subject of a commu-
nity campaign to implement 
improvements such as street 

lighting and speed limit signs.
The road was previously 

divided, with Argyll and Bute 
Council adopting the first 
stretch of road and the various 
organisations that surround the 
road gaining responsibility for 
the rest.

Councillors for the area have 
said that they would facilitate 
a meeting between the owners, 
the council and the community 
to find a way to resolve the 
issues.

Gwyneth Neil of Dunbeg 
community council said: ‘It 
has been a constant campaign 
to get the road fixed and if any 
more planning applications are 
put in, we will reject them until 
the road is done. It’s not safe for 
walking. We need to get 20mph 
signs all the way down. The 
road needs widening a little bit, 

a proper surface, and lights for 
safety.

‘The improvements that have 
been done are greatly received, 
but it’s not enough.

‘Normally when houses are 
built, the infrastructure is put 
in place first. There are 75 
houses, but no lights on the 
road. There are young children 
who live in Marine Court and 
sometimes children run out of 
the houses and onto the road. 
Safety measures have to be 
put in place and take that into 
account.’

Oban North and Lorn coun-
cillor Elaine Robertson said: 
‘The safety issues in respect of 
both the adopted and private 
section of Kirk Road are of 
grave concern and require to 
be addressed swiftly.  

‘The issues pertaining to the 

adopted section of Kirk Road 
have been reported to the 
[council’s] roads department 
and measures are under way to 
ascertain what improvements 
are required.  

‘Action to address the poor 
condition of the private section 
of the road, lack of a footpath 
and street lighting will require 
a meeting to be arranged with 
the developers. 

‘The [Oban Lorn and the 
Isles] area committee would be 
happy to facilitate a meeting to 
resolve these issues.’

Oban South and the Isles 
councillor Roddy McCuish 
said: ‘I certainly recognise the 
concerns of the community 
regarding Kirk Road.

‘I could not agree more. It’s a 
matter of urgency as the traffic 
is increasing.

‘I will be speaking with the 
councillors that represent the 
area to try and bring these im-
provements forward as quickly 
as possible.

‘I would happily facilitate any 
meeting with all the owners of 
that road and the residents of 
Dunbeg to try and bring this 
forward.’ 

A spokeswoman for West 
Highland Housing Association 
also said it was open to any dis-
cussions, adding: ‘West High-
land Housing Association are 
happy to attend any meeting to 
discuss the best way forward in 
relation to the road.’

A spokesperson for Historic 
Environment Scotland said: 
‘We would be happy to attend a 
meeting to discuss the concerns 
being raised regarding the Kirk 
Road.’

ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee

Development and Infrastructure Wednesday 10th February 2016
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Brave youngsters from 
Lochnell nursery.
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TWO NHS Highland innovators 
have won a prestigious UK health-
care award for a programme where 
people who suffer falls are cared 
for at home rather than in hospital.

At an award ceremony in London 
last Friday April 15, Dr Christine 
McArthur received an Advancing 
Healthcare Award on behalf of 
her colleague Lynne Siddiqui and 
their NHS Highland team.

Their Making the Right Call for 
a Fall initiative won the improving 
quality: measuring and demon-
strating impact category, spon-
sored by the Scottish Government. 

Tracy McInnes, associate chief 
health professions officer at the 
Scottish Government, presented 
the award to Dr McArthur.

Dr McArthur, NHS Highland’s 
coordinator for prevention and 
management of falls, said: ‘It’s 
fantastic that all the team’s hard 
work has been recognised by this 
award.

‘It was like being at the Oscars. 
I think I just floated up to the 
platform to receive the award on 
behalf of NHS Highland.’

Dr McArthur and Ms Siddiqui, 
the lead community physiother-
apist on the programme, won the 
award for their work in the High-
lands and Argyll and Bute tackling 
the problem of unnecessary trans-
fers to hospital which can cause 

stress and disruption to elderly 
people. The aim of the project is to 
support people to remain at home 
safely after a fall. 

The initiative has seen monthly 
conveyance rates reduce from 70 
per cent to around 50 per cent.
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Eye to eye
with John Wallace

One of the great pleasures I get from my 
chosen profession is I travel to several west 
coast islands both professionally and also 
occasionally on holiday. For years I used to 
sail up and down the west coast in late May. 
That was when May and June were normally 
sunny and were considered the best time 
to admire the scenery. My favourite time on 
board the yacht was the early morning watch 
just as the sun rose especially if we were at 
anchor in some remote sea loch. The waves 
would gently lap against our hull and the 
seabirds would start calling. As dawn broke 
and the sun rose the land would be bathed in 
a wonderful soft orange glow. A perfect start 
to the day.

As we age our eyesight changes. The lens 
inside each eye changes shape and colour. 
You probably have noticed your glasses 
usually need updated every two years. That’s 
because the lens inside each eye gradually 
decreases in optical power. The most obvious 
sign is when we need to push books and 
newspapers further away to see them clearly. 
Another sign is when we need more light to 
read. By the age of sixty we need four times 
the level of light we needed at age twenty 
one. In my household the older generation is 
putting all the lights on while the youngsters 
are turning them off.

If you have started to develop cataracts 
your lenses absorb large quantities of red 
and yellow light so sunrises and sunsets 
can become less spectacular and sunlight or 
car headlights make distant object hazy. If 
you notice any of these changes you should 
arrange an eye examination. Cataracts are 
easily treated and you could start to enjoy our 
spectacular scenery just as you did when you 
were younger.

The Beauty of Light

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Wild Highlands is 
focus for TV series
A NEW four-part series 
which follows the course of 
the seasons over a wild year 
in the Highlands begins next 
Wednesday on BBC Scotland.

Highland’s – Scotland’s Wild 
Heart has been produced by 
the company which made the 
acclaimed Hebrides – Islands on 
the Edge.

Three years in the making, a 
team from Maramedia filmed 
for more than 300 days across 
the full gamut of Scottish 
weather, revealing how the 
animals and people of this 
stunning part of the world 
manage to turn adversity to 
their advantage and make a 
real success living here.

Like Hebrides, the series will 
be narrated by Scottish actor 
Ewan McGregor and will follow 
the seasons over the first three 
parts, with a fourth episode 
looking at the people who work 
and live alongside the animals 
amid the amazing landscape; 
the scientists, conservationists 
and local people working to 
rebuild wild landscape and 
habitats.

The first episode, Spring – The 
Season of Extremes, opens with 
the hills on fire as the annual 
muir-burn takes place in the 
Cairngorms. 

This inferno helps heather re-
generate and sprout new shoots 
in readiness for the grouse sea-
son. As the flames rise, a spec-
tacular bird of prey is returning 
to a valley near Loch Ness. It’s 

an osprey. Filmed for the first 
time in super slow-motion at 
800 frames per second, every 
detail of the bird’s incredible 
fishing behaviour is revealed as 
never before.

Red squirrels and roe deer are 
also preparing for the breeding 
season. Intimate scenes reveal 
the new-born animals within 
days of birth.

But the weather here is fickle. 
Not for nothing is spring the 
season of extremes. With 
temperatures often varying 
by more than 20 degrees in a 
single month, the animals here 
have to take their chances when 
they can.

A cataclysmic downpour has 
major consequences for a fami-
ly of dippers in the river Braan. 
These small and plucky birds 
nest under waterfalls and when 
their home river turns into a 
thundering torrent, they’re 
forced to fledge early before 
the nest is swept away.

In the vast Caledonian pine 
forest – the largest stretch of 
ancient forest in Britain – there 
are more incredible scenes, in-
cluding the battling courtship 
of capercaillies, swarms of tiny 
wood-ants that are surprisingly 
one of the Highlands’ apex 
predators and the mating ritual 
of the timberman beetle.

As narrator Ewan McGregor 
says: ‘The extreme spring 
weather of the Scottish 
Highlands provides endless 
challenges for all its residents. 
But animals here are resilient, 
adaptable and strong. For 
them, these mountains, forests 
and rivers offer unmatched 
opportunity!’

On the Moray Firth near 
Inverness a pod of bottlenose 
dolphins bring things to a 
spectacular close as they am-
bush giant salmon on a racing 
tide. Their table manners leave 
much to be desired as the fish 
are regurgitated, thrown in the 
air and swallowed again.

Ospreys are among the animals which will feature in the new series, which is narrated by Ewan 
McGregor.

YOUNGSTERS and others 
with disabilities using the Lo-
chaber Rural Education Trust 
(LRET) have benefited from 
Fort William’s Rotary Club 
funding for two purpose-built 
disability-friendly tables.

The club was made aware 
of the substantial benefits of 
such tables to special needs 
pupils at Lochaber High 
School, prompting their offer 
to support LRET in the pur-
chase of the tables.

The tables will help ensure 
independence, well-being and 
social inclusion at the trust, 
which is locate next to the 
Rural Complex in Torlundy.

Rotary club president Terry 
Lee said: ‘We were happy to 
assist the trust to buy these 
special tables and are encour-
aged they will help the trust 
to accommodate disabled 
people over the long term. 

‘The club is always keen to 
promote equality and inclu-
sion, and help disabled people 
achieve their full potential 
and participate in education 
opportunities and community 
activities.’ 

Moira Hartley, LRET’s 
development officer, said: 
‘Special needs pupils from 
the school and their carers 
are regular users of the trust. 
Some of the pupils are now 
young adults with personal 
aids such as wheelchairs 
and oxygen tanks that 
require more space. The disa-
bled-friendly tables will allow 
our users to take part in so-
cial activities, education and 
provide care for our animals 
despite having a disability.’

NEW NHS chairman David 
Alston has issued a call to NHS 
staff and also members of the 
public to be more respectful to 
hospital porters, writes Katie 
Carabine.

The 50-strong team of porters, 
which Mr Alston refers to as a 
‘vital cog’ in the health service, 
recently underwent a week-long 
session to improve efficiency 
and effectiveness.

Staff groups throughout the 
NHS have been benefiting 
from these workshops, known 
as rapid process improvement 
workshops (RPIWs), and one 
of the outcomes of the one with 
the portering staff  was the pro-
duction of an agreement which 
highlights their importance to 
the organisation.

Mr Alston said: ‘The por-
tering service’s new teamwork 
agreement makes clear that 
these members of staff are of 
equal value to any other service 
within NHS Highland, and that 
portering staff should be treat-
ed with the common courtesy 
we would all wish to receive.

‘These people work diligently 
and courteously day and night, 
and I call on everybody - staff 
and members of the public alike 
- to show them the respect they 
are due. 

‘I’m sure that an occasional 
smile and pleasant word would 
give them a huge lift as they 
do their duties moving patients 
around the hospital.’

Deputy service manager Ann 
Cornwall said: ‘The porters 

are hard-working people, and 
when the RPIW work started it 
was brought up that morale was 
pretty low because the porters 
and other healthcare support 
workers felt that they were 
sometimes not treated with the 
common courtesy you’d expect. 
There was a concern that they 
were not being treated properly.’

Matters have improved though 
as Ms Cornwall went on say: 
‘After the RPIW, a checksheet 
system was set up, which specif-
ically asks how porters feel they 
are being treated. The last one 
we did shows there has been a 
considerable improvement.’

She thinks the more this 
issue is highlighted, the more 
improvements can be made.

She said: ‘It wasn’t everybody 
at Raigmore and it wasn’t all 
the time. Maybe some staff and 
visitors were just not aware that 
there were barriers between the 
porters and them in the hospi-
tal. But I believe highlighting 
the issue can only help us to 
remove these.’  

A teamwork agreement was 
sent to all senior managers at 
Raigmore, who were asked to 
sign up to it and then place it 
prominently on departmental 
notice boards for all to see.

Ms Cornwall said: ‘What 
we hope by doing this is that 
everybody working in Raigmore 
will be treated with respect and 
that everyone realises that the 
service the porters provide is of 
equal value to any other service 
within NHS Highland.’

STAFF in Raigmore Hospital’s 
Renal Unit have received a 
Highland Quality Approach 
(HQA) staff award for demon-
strating a high level of care, 
kindness and compassion to 
patients on a daily basis.

The Inverness unit’s nurses 
were praised for striving to 
improve patient care and 
engage in quality improvement 
projects.  At the award ceremo-
ny, the audience heard how the 
unit is one of the best in Scot-
land for access and survival 
rates, and one reason for this is 
the first-class nursing care.

During the event, the de-
tails of one particularly busy 
afternoon were related as an 
example, when a patient be-
came acutely unwell and staff 
immediately sprang into action 
to care for the patient, all the 
while keeping the patient’s 
family informed and ensuring 

no other patients were aware 
of the events unfolding in order 
to avoid distressing them. The 
way the team handled the 
incident contributed to it being 
nominated for this award.

A witness described this as 
‘the best care and compassion 
from a group of nursing staff at 
all levels who pulled together in 
a team worthy of the All Blacks 
at Twickenham’. 

The nursing team is described 
as a privilege to work with and 
this day was just one example of 
the members going above and 
beyond for their patients.

Anne Allan, clinical ward 
manager, accepted the award 
on behalf of the team. She said: 
‘We put our patients at the 
heart of everything we do. Both 
our nursing and medical teams 
are fantastic, and I’m delighted 
to accept this on behalf of the 
whole team.’

Rotary’s 
£500 boost 
for trust

Chief calls for 
increase in respect 
for NHS porters

Renal team awarded for 
going above and beyond 
in care of patients

Care of the elderly initiative 
sees innovators win award

David Alston, NHS Highland chairman, front, with Raigmore 
hospital porters Paul MacWhirter, left, Ewen Bradley, Faye McPake, 

Donald Murray and Lizzie Cameron.

Raigmore chairman David Alston with members of Team Renal.

AN INNOVATIVE  programme 
which uses self-hypnosis, relaxa-
tion and massage to take the fear 
and anxiety out of giving birth is 
to be made available to couples in 
Argyll and Bute.

NHS Highland is to become the 
first health authority in the UK to 

provide the Wise Hippo birthing 
programme throughout its area.

On Saturday April 30, 29 ma-
ternity professionals from across 
NHS Highland’s area attended 
a Wise Hippo training session in 
Inverness. 

Helen Bryers, NHS Highland’s 

head of midwifery, said: ‘Our 
experience of the Wise Hippo 
programme has been extremely 
encouraging, with couples report-
ing that it’s made the process of 
being in labour and giving birth a 
more positive experience.

‘Our birth statistics show very 

positive results from women who 
attended the Wise Hippo pro-
gramme in Sutherland. 

‘The number of straightforward 
births increased and this means 
that fewer women had caesarean 
sections and assisted births. 

‘Mums on the programme tell 

us that they are sleeping better 
and feel their anxiety levels are 
greatly reduced.’

Mothers-to-be and their 
partners are taught relaxation 
techniques to use in labour, help-
ing to reduce fear by releasing 
endorphins.

New birthing programme to be expanded

Dr Christine McArthur received an 
Advancing Healthcare Award on 

behalf of her colleagues and their 
NHS Highland team.

Lynne Siddiqui, who also received 
the award for the initiative that 

helps people who fall be cared for 
at home rather than in hospital.

THE TAYNUILT HOTEL and 
Restaurant is celebrating  after its 
sous chef was named Sous Chef 
of the Year in the Scott ish Hotel 
Awards 2016.

Ross Harris, 21, picked up the 
accolade just a couple of weeks after 
the hotel won its second AA Rosette 
for culinary excellence.

Born and raised in Taynuilt, Mr 
Harris had a Saturday job at the 
village bakery before going on to 
work as a kitchen porter at local 
hotels. After leaving school in 2013, 
he took up the role of commis chef 
role at the Taynuilt Hotel.

John McNulty, chef-patron of the 
Taynuilt Hotel and Restaurant, 
said: ‘I’m very proud of Ross. After 
working so hard it’s good to see him 
getting national recognition. This 
latest award is an example of how 
seriously we take the training and 
development of our staff and un-

derlines the strength of our kitchen 
team.’ 

Mr Harris, who was also recently 
voted on to Taynuilt Community 

Council as its secretary, said: ‘I’m 
ecstatic to have received this award. 
I’ve been working very closely with 
John to be where I am now and want 
to thank him very much for all his 
teaching.’

Following the hotel’s success in 
achieving its second rosette, AA 
Hospitality tweeted: ‘Our inspector 
loved the accomplished cooking, 
home smoking, enthusiasm for 
foraging and great flavours @Ho-
telTaynuilt New Two #AARosette 
award’. The Michelin Guide UK 
tweeted last week: ‘There’s a nice 
flora and fauna theme going on here 
@HotelTaynuilt’.

The hotel has had a run of success 
with Megan Judson named Argyll 
and Lomond Front of House Indi-
vidual of the Year and the restau-
rant also picking up Best Informal 
Dining for Argyll and Lomond at 
the Scottish Hotel Awards.

Success for Taynuilt Hotel and Restaurant 
as sous chef named best in Scotland

Ross Harris, sous chef at The 
Taynuilt Hotel and Restaurant,  

with his award.
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exceptional savings, every day. 
www.gordonsdirect.comft

May Madness 
is back!

£9.99
save £20.00 
Real Techniques Deluxe  
Gift Set RRP £29.99  

£9.99
save £12.51 
Vita Liberata Sheer Silken  
Mousse 100ml  
    RRP £22.50  

£1.49
save £2.50 
Sure Anti-Perspirant  
250ml RRP £3.99

£3.99
from only

£1.49
save £2.00 
Simple Facial Wipes 25pk 
RRP £3.49
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Parking fi ne sparks racist 
slur and assault at hotel
A PARKING ticket turned into 
a one-way ticket to the police 
station for an Oban hotel guest 
who blew his top at the fine.

‘It is an appalling over-reaction 
to getting a ticket,’ said Sheriff 
Ruth Anderson QC, who called 
for reports on James McKie, of 
19 Northwood Road, Tullibody, 
Alloa, after he appeared before 
the town’s sheriff court last week 
as a first-time offender at the age 
of 54.

‘You should be utterly ashamed 
of yourself,’ she said, adding that 
she wanted to know more about 

his background before passing 
sentence.

McKie was staying at the 
Columba Hotel with his wife for 
a short holiday on March 27. 

A parking ticket from the coun-
cil car park next door to the hotel 
appeared to spark the events 
which led to his pleading guilty 
to aggressive and intimidating 
behaviour, spitting, racially-ag-
gravated comments to the hotel’s 
manager and assaulting a fellow 
guest who tried to intervene, and 
also making homophobic re-
marks at Oban Police Station. ‘A 

member of staff was dealing with 
another guest when the accused 
approached the front reception 
and interrupted her. She asked 
him to hold on a moment,’ said 
Eoin McGinty, procurator fiscal.

McKie remained but was 
swearing and aggressive and was 
asked to leave; he stayed and 
continued to behave so badly 
that the staff member was in 
tears when she went to fetch the 
manager.

The manager told McKie his 
behaviour was unacceptable and 
he would call the police after 

McKie started referring to ‘you 
people’. 

The manager took this to be 
a reference to the fact he was 
Asian and told McKie his behav-
iour was racist. 

McKie then asked him to 
‘shake a white man’s hand’, but 
he declined.

A guest in the hotel tried to 
intervene, saying that all those 
present in the foyer thought his 
actions were racist; McKie again 
said ‘shake a white man’s hand’ 
and the guest refused.

‘At that point the accused 

lunged at him and grabbed his 
head and punched him on the 
mouth,’ said Mr McGinty. The 
blow was so hard it split the 
man’s lip.

‘He was less than cooperative 
with police,’ the fiscal added. 

McKie called the officer who 
conducted the search at the 
charge bar a ‘****ing poofter’.

‘This is extraordinary be-
haviour for a man in his 50s 
with no previous convictions,’ 
said Sheriff Anderson as she 
deferred sentence until May 24 
for reports.

Oban man 
challenges 
move to 
seize cash

Offi cer 
assaulted 
during 
disturbance

Deferred 
sentence

Medics relax 
‘vaping’ rules

A MAN who told Oban 
Sheriff Court he was only 
dealing in cannabis ‘socially’ 
with friends has challenged a 
move to seize cash found on 
him when he was arrested.

Andrew MacMillan, 36, of 
33a Kerrera Terrace, Oban, 
admitted possessing cannabis 
on March 1, but he said the 
£360 in his wallet and money 
at his home came from the 
repayment of a loan given to 
a friend.

Procurator fiscal Eoin 
McGinty said: ‘Officers 
had cause to speak to the 
accused when he was sitting 
in his car parked on Corran 
Esplanade.’

Nearby the vehicle, a pack 
containing 8g of herbal can-
nabis was found, as if thrown 
from the car, and MacMillan 
had £360 in his wallet.

During a search of his home 
a total of 72.7g of herbal 
cannabis in a variety of bags 
was found by police along 
with a ‘tick list’ of names and 
drug dealing paraphernalia 
of bags, cling wrap and scales.

When interviewed, he said 
he was dealing socially.

His defence agent Laura 
McManus said that MacMil-
lan had used cannabis for 
pain relief after an injury and 
had bought the cannabis with 
two friends to divide between 
them.

When the procurator fiscal 
moved for the money to be 
forfeited, MacMillan said it 
was the repayment of a loan 
to offset funeral expenses.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
deferred sentence until May 
23 when she will also hear 
about the source of the cash 
before making a decision over 
its forfeiture. 

A WOMAN was told in 
Oban Sheriff Court that her 
record of offending would 
lead her to prison.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
said of Claire Morrison, of 
61 Burrelton Road, Glasgow: 
‘This is reaching the stage 
where she is approaching 
custody.’

Morrison, 26, formerly of 
Oban, admitted  threatening 
and abusive behaviour on 
November 18 last year at a 
property on Miller Road, 
Oban; she had banged on the 
door, shouted and swore and 
had a baseball bat with her.

The court heard that the 
occupants of the house knew 
Morrison and when she 
turned up there and began 
banging on the door they did 
not let her in; her banging 
and incoherent shouting got 
louder and they saw she had 
a baseball bat with her and 
called for the police.

Sheriff Anderson deferred 
sentence on Morrison until 
a report has been prepared 
on her and the case will call 
again on May 23.

POLICE called to a distur-
bance found blood smeared 
over the kitchen, Oban Sheriff 
Court was told.

It belonged to Hugh 
Vennard, of 89 Hannaston 
Avenue, Drongan, Ayrshire.

He pleaded guilty to refus-
ing to leave a property when 
asked, cutting his hand with 
a knife and smearing blood 
on walls and kitchen units; 
assaulting constables in the 
execution of their duty and 
uttering threats of violence.

Eoin McGinty, procurator 
fiscal, told the court last 
week that neighbours be-
came alarmed at the noise 
of a disturbance at the flat 
belonging to Vennard’s 
then-girlfriend, on  George 
Street, Oban, on September 2, 
and called the police.

‘On entering the property 
they saw the complainer; she 
was quite clearly distressed 
and a large amount of blood 
was smeared on the kitchen 
walls and cupboards,’ said Mr 
McGinty. ‘It is fair to say that  
he [Vennard] was less than 
co-operative and struggled.’

During that struggle police 
had to use leg straps to restrain 
him. One officer managed 
to side step a head butt but 
another officer was caught full 
on bridge of his nose, causing 
it to bleed heavily. His nose 
was not broken but the consta-
ble suffered cartilage damage, 
blockage and long-lasting 
problems.

During the course of the 
struggle and the subsequent 
journey to Oban Police 
Station, Vennard  threatened 
the officers saying he would 
kill them, pull all a female 
officer’s hair out and bite the 
nose off another.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson said: 
‘I am thinking about custody. 
I need to get a community 
justice and social work report.’  

The sheriff said she would 
hear the case for the defence 
once she had the report.  

The case will call again on 
May 24.

Oban Times 
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01631 568000

Diamond couple all smiles 
as they celebrate 60 years

OBAN couple Peter and 
Marion MacCuish married 60 
years ago on April 26, and 
celebrated their diamond 
anniversary with four gener-
ations of their family.

Marion Galbraith, a solic-
itor’s secretary from Oban, 
first met Dunbeg man Peter 
MacCuish, an engineer’s mate 
for the then hydro board, at a 
dance in Taynuilt Hall, and the 
pair married three years later 
in 1956 at Oban’s Esplanade 
Hotel. 

‘She married a toyboy,’ said 
82-year-old Peter, who is five 
months younger than his 
83-year-old wife.

‘It was a lovely day,’ Marion 
recalled. ‘The sun was shining 
through the big windows. 
Everyone made an effort to 
be there, all dressed in their 
finery.’ 

After a ‘beautiful’ honey-

moon in South Shields, the 
newly-married couple moved 
into Marion’s family home on 
Dalintart Drive, where they’ve 
lived all their married life. 

‘My family moved up here 
in 1948 when the house was 
built,’ Marion explained. 
‘We’re the only ones left of 
the original tenants. There’s 
not many that can claim to be 
in the one place for so long.’

Marion worked as an auxil-
iary nurse at the neighbour-
ing Dalintart Hospital until 
the first of their sons, the late 
Bobby, was born in 1958, 
followed by Peter, a plumber, 
in 1962, and David, a joiner, in 
1967.  

Peter and Marion also have 
four grandchildren, Jenna 
and Andrew, and Claire and 
Daniel, and - so far - three 
great grandchildren: Aiden, 
Callie and Lucas. 

‘They all live locally,’ Peter 
remarked: ‘It helps keep us 
going.’ 

Marion agreed: ‘Having 
them around makes you feel 
very lucky.’

The couple have devoted 
their retirement to their gar-
den and grandchildren. 

A surprise family dinner was 
organised the night before 
their diamond wedding anni-
versary, and when we asked 
how the couple planned to 
spend the special day itself, 
Peter joked: ‘Sobering up.’

Peter and Marion MacCuish 
celebrated their 60th 

wedding anniversary recently 
with four generations of their 

family.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

POLICE Scotland in the Highlands and Is-
lands say they have renewed their commitment 
to crack down on bogus callers. 

Police in the Highlands and Islands are 
working closely with trading standards and 
other partner agencies and are committed to 
reducing the number of individuals who are 
caught out by doorstep criminals, keeping 
vulnerable people safe and empowering local 
communities. 

Doorstep crime affects some of the most vul-
nerable members of society, with perpetrators 
mainly targeting victims due to a perceived 
vulnerability, such as age, gender or disability. 

Victims are targeted by bogus callers, rogue 
workers or plausible sales people who some-
times demand large amounts of money, often 
way above the value of any work they claim to 
be carrying out. 

Frequently isolated, and pressured into pay-
ing, these victims are often driven to the bank, 
building society or post office to withdraw cash 
on demand. Many become repeat victims. 

An active partner in this work is the inde-
pendent charity Crimestoppers which has 
issued more than 300 items of promotion 
material during the last week in the Highlands 
and Islands. 

THE EXCITEMENT and intensity of moun-
taineering has always inspired great writing and 
now the Mountaineering Council of Scotland 
(MCofS) is looking for authors to blend their 
writing skills with their mountain experience 
for its long-running literary competition.

Entries are now open for the MCofS annual 
Mountain Writing Competition, which seeks 
the best writing – prose or poetry, fact or 
fiction – to emerge from the climbing and 
walking scene. With more and more people 
taking part in outdoor activities, there should 
be no shortage of people ready to share what 
makes mountains, or the act of walking or 
climbing so special to them. 

Entries should have some connection with 
mountains and mountaineering, rock or ice 

climbing, walking or ski-mountaineering, 
and winners will receive a cash prize and the 
chance to see their entries in print in the Scot-
tish Mountaineer, the quarterly MCofS mag-
azine, and published on the MCofS website. 

The first placed winners in prose and poetry 
categories will also receive a free weekend 
pass (worth about £100) to the 2016 Edinburgh 
Mountain Film Festival. 

Prose entries should be a maximum of 2,000 
words long. Poetry can be of any length. 

The competition is open to anyone resident 
in the UK, whether members of the MCofS or 
not. 

The deadline is August 31 and entries should 
be emailed to the MWC coordinator, Mike 
Merchant: article@mcofs.org.uk

Police renew focus to beat doorstep 
crime in Highlands and Islands

Authors reach for dizzy heights as 
mountain writing competition opens

May madness is back at Gordons Chemists!
THIS month it’s mayhem at Gor-
dons Chemists as May Madness 
returns again.  

From shampoos to face wipes, 
safe sun products to toothpaste, 
you’ll get it for less at Gordons 
Chemists.

If May sees you heading for blue 
skies outside Scotland, Gordons 
Chemists has top brand Ambre 
Solaire and Nivea suncreams 
from only £3.99.

If the weather is leaving you 
a little more hot and bothered 
than usual, Sure antiperspirant 
250ml is reduced to £1.49.  You 
can also keep your face fresh all 
day with a handy pack of Simple 
facial wipes, also at only £1.49 – a 
perfect fit for any handbag!

Real Techniques Deluxe Make 
up Brushes Set is only £9.99, a 
massive saving of £20!!  Vita Lib-

erata Silken Chocolate and Silken 
Mousse 200ml is also only £9.99, 
which is less than half price!

For sensational hair and teeth, 
Gordons Chemists has reduced 
household names in shampoo 
and oral care to only 99p.  Choose 
from Herbal Essences range of 
shampoos and conditioners and 
get a smile to be proud of for sum-
mer with triple action Colgate.

At these prices you’ll be able 
to go mad at your local Gordons 
Chemists – the leading independ-
ent pharmacy chain has nine 
stores across Scotland.  

You can also shop online at 
www.gordonsdirect.com and 
like Gordons Chemists on 
facebook at www.facebook.com/
gordonschemists or follow @
gordonschemists on Twitter for 
all the latest spring offers.

SCOTLAND’S biggest 
health board has eased its 
ban on using e-cigarettes on 
hospital grounds in a bid to 
cut smoking rates.

Patients, visitors and staff 
at NHS Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde (NHSGGC) can now 
use the device as long as they 
don’t ‘vape’ near entrances 
or exits to hospitals or other 
health facilities. Vaping inside 
buildings is still prohibited.

Dr Emilia Crighton, 
director of public health, 
NHSGGC, said: ‘Tobacco 
is still the most common 
preventable cause of death 
in Scotland, with smoking to 
blame for around a quarter 
of all deaths. We’re now 
allowing e-cigarettes on our 
grounds to give our patients, 
staff and visitors more choice 
in how they quit smoking.’

Advertorial
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The Lady Killers
NOW THAT the salmon fishing has opened it is 
perhaps worth remembering that women are better 
at catching heavier and greater numbers of fish than 
men.

One of the explanations given is their pheromones. 
Because the biggest salmon are cock fish they are said 
to be attracted to women’s pheromones, which trans-
mit themselves to the water through lures and lines. 
I wonder if the same might apply to their prowess on 
the hill with the stags, especially during the rut, even 
although they are generally shot from downwind?    

It all began with Diana the Huntress. Diana was 
associated with wild beasts and woodland, and was 
said to have the power to talk to and control animals. 
Although her name was eventually supplanted by 
Hubert, eldest son of the Duke of Aquitaine, who was 
declared patron saint of hunting, her legacy survived 
and she re-emerged as the Goddess of the Chase in 
14th century Renaissance Europe. Anne Boleyn, one 
of King Henry’s many wives, was a skilled archer. Her 
decapitated head would eventually lie in an elmwood 
box in which arrows were once stored. European wom-
en of noble birth were taught to ride and hunt from 
childhood. During the Baroque period marriages were 
plotted and arranged at extravagant hunting pageants 
in the forests in order to expand royal dynasties.

Long ago deer were killed with  bows and arrows. A 
rare woodcut from a work published in 1555 shows a 
Lapp woman and her husband on skis, each holding 
a bow fitted with an arrow, their hunting dog at their 
side and the startled quarry, running above them. 
Hunting remains popular in Finland where, despite 
its small population, there are at least 10,000 women 
registered as hunters.

The early Victorians looked on women who hunted 
as ‘not quite nice’. Lady Mildred Boynton, one of the 
contributors to a famous book, Ladies in the Field 
(1894) wrote: ‘A few years ago, a shooting lady was 
almost as rare as the Great Auk; if here and there 
one member of the sex, more venturesome than her 
fellows, were bold enough to take to the gun in pref-
erence to the knitting needle, she was looked upon as 
most eccentric and fast, and underwent much adverse 
criticism’. Lady Boynton urged the novice lady shooter 
to go straight to Mr Purdey in London for her firearm. 
She also suggested that the rifle should be fitted with 
an India-rubber butt plate to avoid a bruised shoulder 
and arm which, ‘if you happen to be going to a ball, 
does not perhaps add to your beauty’. Today it helps to 
appear in the Sunday Times Rich List before heading 
off to be fitted for a Purdey!

The primeval Highland landscape provided the 
backdrop to many deer-killing expeditions.  Queen 
Victoria, although not a stalker herself, left vivid 
descriptions of accompanying Prince Albert to the hill 
in Leaves from the Journal of Our Life in the Highlands. 
Her passion for the mountains helped cultivate an 
environment which produced a special breed of highly 
adventurous and bloodthirsty women. 

The first was Alma, daughter of the 4th Duke of 
Montrose and wife of the seventh Earl of Breadalbane, 
who owned several huge sporting estates, including the 
100,000-acre Black Mount on Rannoch Moor. Here 
she indulged her passion for shooting which reached 
its peak on September 30, 1897 when, dressed in a 
heavy, full length, tweed coat, she killed six stags with 
six bullets. Her memoirs, The High Tops of Blackmount, 
became a famous classic.

Hard on the heels of Lady Breadalbane came Mrs 
Peter Fleming who, on Blackmount Forest, killed her 
600th stag at the beginning of the 1968 season. By the 
time it had ended she added a further 23 to her total. 
When Mrs Fleming finally gave up stalking in 1985, 
aged 84 years, she had accounted for 930 stags.

Other ladies who shot stags in old age and who have 
since ‘gone to the hill’, were; Mrs Jessie Tyser of Gor-
donbush, Sutherland who died in 1978 at the age of 
85, and Irene, Marquesa de Torrehermosa, who owned 
Achanalt estate in Ross-shire. Top of the list though 
was Mrs Patrica Strutt of Kingairloch whom I had the 
pleasure of stalking with for nigh on 25 years. She shot 
her first stag at Kingairloch in 1930 when she was 19 
and her last shortly before her death in 2000. At the 
age of 80 she sold her ‘Granny Bonds’ and with the 
proceeds bought a custom built rifle - probably the 
only woman in Britain to do so.

A superb markswoman and extremely quick, Mrs 
Strutt killed in excess of 1,000 deer over open-sights, a 
record broken only by Anne, the 86-year-old Duchess 
d’Uzes of France who died in 1933 having shot slightly 
more in her life time. 

It is perhaps no coincidence that Lady Isabel Graham, 
nee Sellar, holds the record for catching the heaviest 
salmon on the River Aline. It weighed 27lb and was 
landed along with another fish of 22lb on September 
29, 1927. The fishing ghillie was Allan Macpherson 
from Claggan Cottage.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Lady Breadalbane (1854-1932) with her stalker on 
Blackmount Estate, Argyll.

THE WINNER of a competition for a free dinner, bed 
and breakfast for two at the Taynuilt Hotel and Restau-
rant has been chosen. 

Congratulations to Fiona Macleod of Kilmoluaig on 
Tiree, who correctly answered the question ‘Near which 
mountain is the Taynuilt Hotel situated?’ as ‘Ben Cru-
achan’ in the competition published in The Oban Times 
of Thursday April 14.

Action for Children Lochaber accept a cheque from Lundavra Primary School pupils. The primary school staged a 
summer fashion show in aid of the charity and raised £430.18. Linda Lauder and Tammy McGhee of Fort William’s 
M&Co helped the P1/2 class put on the fashion show and were present when Jen Reilly, from Action for Children, 

received the cheque on Friday April 22.

ARISAIG held a local produce fair on April 28 in the 
town’s Astley Hall. 

There was a range of stalls including locally-grown 
plants, herbs, vegetables, fruit, hanging baskets, bedding 
plants, home-made jams and chutneys, home-baked 
bread, rolls and cakes and vaccum-packed, smoked fish 
from award-winning Lawries of Mallaig. 

Local crafts and gifts were also available, with jewel-
lery, soaps, hand-crafted cards and hand-turned wooden 
items, cushions and knitting all on sale.

The fair is held once a month during the summer, with 
a different local group providing lunch with funds raised 
going directly to their group.

A PLOCKTON shopkeeper has stopped selling newspa-
pers in his shop after 30 years.

A meeting was held in Plockton on March 22 to discuss 
where newspapers could now be sold in the area.

With Mary Gollan and Dave Mcghie chairing the 
meeting, attended by 25 people, volunteers voted for 
newspapers to be sold in the Lochalsh knitters shop.

Papers are now on sale in the kiosk of the knitting 
shop, under the auspices of Plockton Community Inter-
est Company.

INDEPENDENT charity  
Abbeyfield Ballachulish has recently 
been awarded an ‘excellent’ Grade 6 
by the Care Inspectorate.

This is the highest grade possible 
and places Abbeyfield in the top two 
per cent of care homes in Scotland.

As well as the care home,  
Abbeyfield’s Day Care Centre and 
Housing Support Services have also 
received an ‘excellent’ grading.

Such a grading across all three 

services is a huge achievement and 
shows that services can be delivered 
to older people in the community 
with person-centred care at an 
excellent standard. 

Abbeyfield Ballachulish is 
dependent on fundraising through 
the local community, grant funding, 
support from local businesses and 
partnership working with NHS 
Highland. 

John McLaren, chairman of 

Abbeyfield Ballachulish trustees, 
said: ‘The trustees are delighted that 
our care services have achieved such 
a high grading from the independent 
Care Inspectorate. I would like to 
thank our staff, who have worked 
with dedication and commitment  to 
achieve such an excellent standard. 
We would also like to thank 
everyone in the community and 
NHS Highland who have supported 
the charity in the past year.’

PLANS to replace an Ardnamurchan bridge have been 
submitted to Highland Council. 

If the application is approved, a temporary road will be 
built upstream to allow the bridge over Glenmore River, 
25m north of the Nàdurra Natural History Centre, to be 
demolished and rebuilt in the interests of public safety.

A Nadurra centre spokesman said: ‘Our main concern 
is that it be done out of season as it will affect the wildlife 
around our centre as the bridge is only yards from us.’ 

The centre also raised concerns over potential noise 
and dust, which would affect wildlife and centre visitors.

However, the spokesman noted the council had been 
sympathetic towards these matters.

LITTLE Acorns, a nature club for under 
fives covering Tyndrum, Crianlarich and 
Dalmally, is inviting youngsters and their 
parents to come and explore their new 
forest classroom.

The classroom is at the newly improved 
Tyndrum Community Shelterbelt, next 

to Tyndrum Upper train station and this 
opening event will be on Saturday May 7 
from 10am to noon.

There will also be the opportunity to 
help install bird and bat boxes across the 
shelterbelt, as well as crafting activities 
to help decorate the new classroom.

RISING stars Rachel Spencer and 
Duncan Strachan, who are making a 
name for themselves as two of the most 
sought-after young instrumentalists in 
the UK, are making an appearance at 
An Cridhe on Coll on Saturday May 7.

The couple, who are no strangers to 
working together in a vast array of me-
diums, met whilst students at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland and quickly 
came to prominence after winning all 
the major solo and chamber music prizes 
while there. 

They were subsequently selected for 
the newly-established Young Artist in 
Residence scheme. 

They have since gone on to perform 
across the country as well as internation-

PROSPECTORS at Scotland’s only gold mine near Tyn-
drum could produce their first ‘pour’ of Scottish gold as 
early as next month, by processing spoil heaps of ore.

Scotgold hopes to begin a six-month bulk processing 
trial (BPT) at the Cononish mine in May, if the Loch 
Lomond and The Trossachs National Park Planning 
Authority grants it permission to site a temporary plant 
in existing buildings. 

The ‘small-scale, low-cost’ pilot plant, estimated to 
cost £140,000, aims to process 2,400t of the 7,000t of 
stockpiled ore, which grades at around 7.9g/t of gold and 
39g/t of silver. The company hopes to produce around 
150ozs of Scottish gold at Cononish, and a further 
350ozs off-site, which can then be sold at a premium.

Scotgold’s presentation, recently given to Strathfillan 
Community Council, stated: ‘The objectives of the BPT 
are to demonstrate the marketability and profitability of 
Scottish gold production from Cononish. Results and 
experience gained from the BPT will allow the company 
to investigate whether a ‘phased’ mine development 
would achieve higher returns to shareholders.’

Their planning application said that the site would also 
‘demonstrate the viability of ethical gold production,’ 
where no chemicals would be used on site. Instead the 
ore would be crushed and gravity used to separate out 
the gold-rich material, which would be smelted into  
impure bullion bars called doré both on- and off-site. 

Scotgold’s CEO Richard Gray said: ‘This is the most 
tangible and exciting development undertaken by the 
company since incorporation. In addition to anticipated 
positive technical results, the trial will produce a historic 
first ‘pour’ gold output, sufficient to determine whether 
there are grounds to review the mine development plan 
and moreover to establish Cononish as a low cost, low 
risk, near term production, gold project.’

Ardnamurchan

Plockton

Arisaig

Taynuilt

Tyndrum

First class fashion show for charity

Sta�  and residents at Abbey� eld are celebrating being awarded an ‘excellent’ grade.

Young musicians enjoying success 

Nature club’s new forest classroom

Abbeyfi eld Ballachulish ‘excellent’

ally and are Live Music Now Artists, a 
position which sees them performing 
a range of musical styles to audiences 
including schoolchildren, those in resi-
dential care and in hospitals. 

At every level and in every context they 
have consistently delighted audiences 
with their strong ability to communicate 
and give enthralling, virtuosic and inti-
mate performances. 

Other forthcoming events: Coll Bird 
Festival – May 13-14; first ceilidh of the 
year with the Buskig Sharks – Saturday 
May 14; Live Theatre – Blackout, Satur-
day May 21 and Live Music – Ben Maggs 
singer/songwriter – Thursday May 26.

Coll

GLENGARRY Girls’ hockey 
team would like to say a 
big thank you to sponsor 
Alastair Fraser of AN 
Fraser Joiners South 
Laggan, centre back. 
He has sponsored the 
team, which is based 
near Fort William, since 
it began in 1998, and it is 
indebted to him for his 
continued support.Volunteer of the Year 2016

It’s all about You!
Individual Volunteer of the year

Young Volunteer of the year
Social Enterprise Volunteer of the year

Voluntary/Community/Organisation of the year
Regional Heroes

Health Volunteer of the year
ARGYLLSHIRE GATHERING HALLS, OBAN

FRIDAY, 16th SEPTEMBER 2016
10.30am-2.30pm

Nominations are now open—your opportunity 
to recognise a special volunteer.

Nomination closing date: 30th June 2016 
Contact your local Argyll&Bute TSI Offi ce, 

21 High Street, Oban PA34 4BG
Telephone: 01631 564839 

or email: shirley@argylltsi.org.uk 
www.argylltsi.org.uk
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Ionnsachadh tro 
Chultar Beò 

An co-bhoinn ri Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, tha Urras Baile Fhlòdaigearraidh a’ cur dà chùrsa air bhonn ann an 2016.  ‘S e cùrsa fad 5 làithean a th’ 
ann le foghlam sa bhlàr a-muigh is bùithtean-obrach a-staigh. 
 
Tha na cùrsaichean ag amas air luchd-ionnsachaidh na Gàidhlig a tha aig ìre meadhanach àrd air no adhartach, (m.e. SMO ìre 6 no nas àirde).  
Chaidh an cùrsa seo a chur air chois airson luchd-ionnsachaidh na Gàidhlig a th’ aig na h-ìrean seo a tha airson an sgilean labhairt is                   
litreachais a leasachadh. ‘S e cothrom fìor mhath a th’ ann airson cuid eòlais air litreachas, eachdraidh is cultar ceann-a-tuath an Eilein  
Sgitheanaich fhaighinn ann an teis-meadhan na coimhearsnachd brìoghmhoir Gàidhlig seo. 

In partnership with Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, Flodigarry Township Trust are running two of these community based courses in 2016.  The 5-day 
residential course is designed for advanced learners of Gaelic who wish to improve their oral and literary skills as well as deepen their          
knowledge of Gaelic literature, history and culture in the heart of a thriving Gaelic community in North Skye.  The week includes a mixture of 
tutors and contributors with  outdoor education and class-based workshops.  

The course will also look at the local Gaelic speaking crofting community, its traditions and current practices, as well as some of the issues the 
people here face as a community.  The course will be conducted in Gaelic and gives a unique experience  and  chance to meet people with a 
wealth of knowledge of their area and to hear the daily Gaelic spoken by the local community.  

For bookings or further information on these courses or to find out more about our full list of summer courses, please contact :

2016

Learning through Living Culture 
Gàidhlig in Flodigarry, Isle of Skye 
20 - 24/06/2016     &       22-26/08/216

WWW.SMO.UHI.AC.UK +44 (0) 1471 888 240 cg@smo.uhi.ac.uk

SABHAL MÒR OSTAIG is 
a national centre for Gaelic 
language and culture. It was 
founded in 1973 in old farm 
steadings at Ostaig in Sleat, on 
the Isle of Skye. 

While the initial aim was to 
establish a Gaelic library, the 
long-term plan was for a Gael-
ic-medium college providing 
vocational further education 
for Gaelic speakers, in their 
own language and in a rural 
environment, while also giving 
the growing number of Gaelic 
enthusiasts the opportunity to 
learn the language. Additional 
Gaelic-related services and 
facilities such as a research 
centre were also envisaged at 
this early stage. 

In its relatively short his-

tory, Sabhal Mòr Ostaig has 
achieved and surpassed these 
core aims and continues to 
widen access to the Gaelic 
language and culture.

The college’s activities are 
greatly enhanced by co-op-
erative links within the wider 
Gaelic community and the 
college is home to a number of 
creative and cultural projects 
such as Tobar an Dualchais, 
Faclair na Gàidhlig and the 
multimedia and design com-
pany Cànan.

The college also plays a 
leading role in the promotion 
of the Gaelic arts and culture 
and hosts a programme of 
residencies for artists in music, 
literature and the visual arts.

The first board of trustees 

included Sir Iain Noble, Sorley 
MacLean, D.R. MacDonald, 
Dr Finlay MacLeod and 
Gordon Barr, and from the 
outset the college has had the 
support and encouragement of 
many notable individuals and 
organisations.

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig began 
by offering Gaelic summer 
schools and night classes and 
organising social events in the 
area. Meanwhile renovation 
of the buildings continued, as 
did fundraising, development 
of the library and planning for 
greater growth.

By 1983 Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 
was ready to deliver its first 
full-time further education 
course and has continued to 
expand its course provision. 

Since becoming an active 
partner in the University of 
the Highlands and Islands, the 
college has offered Gaelic-re-
lated degree programmes and 
postgraduate qualifications.

The course curriculum has 
always offered contemporary, 
vocational subjects relevant 
to the needs of the Gaidheal-
tachd and the wider Gaelic 
community. 

Early subjects included Gael-
ic broadcasting and multi-me-
dia, business management and 
information technology. In 
addition to these important 
fields, today’s HE provision 
addresses subjects as diverse 
as music, literature, media 
studies, language planning 
and economic development. 

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig has em-
braced developments in ICT 
and new teaching methods, 
providing greater access to 
Gaelic through distance learn-
ing courses.

The college campus has 
expanded significantly to meet 
the needs of growing numbers 
of students and projects. 

The Àrainn Ostaig campus 
was extended with accommo-
dation blocks, office space and 
a full-sized broadcast-stand-
ard studio. 

A few years later, the high-
ly-acclaimed and award-win-
ning Àrainn Chaluim Chille 
campus was completed, 
providing more classrooms, 
accommodation, a lecture/
performance hall, cafeteria 

and an extensive library. 
More recently, the new Centre 
for Creative and Cultural 
Industries, Fàs, was officially 
opened by Alex Salmond, the 
then First Minister for Scot-
land. 

The new facility further 
enhances Sabhal Mòr Ostaig’s 
role as the National Centre for 
Gaelic Language and Culture 
by allowing further economic 
development locally and 
expanding its existing work in 
teaching, learning, culture and 
research.

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, through 
an innovative partnership 
with the Clan Donald Land’s 
Trust, Sleat Community Trust 
and Sleat Community Coun-
cil, is currently advancing a 

visionary proposal for the de-
velopment of a new Highland 
Village for the 21st century. 

This exciting, iconic and 
groundbreaking plan offers 
the opportunity to create 
a sustainable community 
development, in a world class 
environment, driven by the 
common interests of social, 
economic, cultural and envi-
ronmental sustainability and 
with a first class university 
campus at its heart. 

This partnership proposal 
offers Sabhal Mòr Ostaig an 
exciting opportunity for stra-
tegic and integrated expansion 
of its own estates and a unique 
opportunity to further consol-
idate its position at the heart 
of the local community.

Gaelic teaching goes from strength to strength

ELLIE FORBES
fort@obantimes.co.uk

TIMESLINE

THE LOCAL Mòd nan Eilean 
Siar 2016 organising commit-
tee is appealing for volunteer 
stewards for the festival from 
October 14 to 22. 

Committee chairman Nor-
man MacDonald said: ‘We 
need to ensure competitions 
and events run safely, there-
fore we would ask anyone who 
feels they can give of their time 
during the week of the Mod to 
get in touch with us.’ 

UP-TO-DATE information 
about Corran Ferry sailings is 
to appear on Twitter.

Following last week’s can-
cellations, which prompted 
anger from ferry users over the 
lack of information provided,  
Highland Council sta�  will now 
‘tweet’ out of normal council 
working hours if the service is 
not running so passengers can 
access the latest details.

Ferry updates to 
go live on Twitter  

Make a date for 
school’s � rst fete  

NEVIS Bakery’s shortbread 
has been shortlisted in the 
Scottish Baker of the Year 
2016 competition.

The Fort William firm has 
won numerous awards over 
the years for its cakes and 
pies. 

But this year its short-
bread, which it supplies 
to prestigious department 
store Selfridges, could be 
the big winner.

Nevis Bakery owner Ar-
chie Paterson told The Oban 
Times: ‘We are always told 
we make the best shortbread 
in the land so, hopefully, 
if we get this award, it will 
make it official.’

More than 15,000 custom-
ers from across Scotland 
have voted for their favour-
ite bakery products across 
six categories. 

Scottish Bakers Chief 
Executive Alan Clarke said: 
‘We took delivery of hun-
dreds of excellent scones, 
loaves, savoury items, morn-
ing rolls, individual cakes 
and biscuits made by bakers 
and our judges, led by head 
judge Robert Ross, have 
once again done us proud. 
We have a strong shortlist 
to take forward to the next 
stage.’

TV judge and celebrity 
cake designer Mich Turner 

MBE, who will present 
the awards after they are 
announced in May, said: 
‘Good luck to all the bakers 
who have been shortlisted. 
I look forward to being sur-
prised and delighted when 
I announce the winners in 
Glasgow.’

Winner of the 2015 com-
petition Gordon McGhee 
of McGhee’s Bakery in 
Glasgow said: ‘Since win-
ning, our business has gone 
from strength to strength 
and we have been able to 
share our success with all of 
our customers by continuing 
to provide the best baked 
goods day in and day out.’

FORT William’s UCI Moun-
tain Bike World Cup has 
topped a list of the best five 
bike events for spectators in 
2016 by sponsor Red Bull. 

Famed for its extreme 
descents down Aonach Mor, 
stunning views and animated 
crowds, the Fort meeting has 
become arguably the most 
popular stop on the eight-
event world cup circuit.

This year’s Fort William 
event will take place on June 
4 and 5, when the town will 
come alive with thousands of 
enthusiasts aiming to catch a 
glimpse of some of the sport’s 
biggest stars. The 2.8km 
course requires superb phys-
ical strength, instant reflexes 
and excllent bike control.

World champion Rachel 
Atherton said: ‘I’m stoked 
to be racing at Fort William 
again. Winning there last year 
was an amazing rush and the 
support from the home crowd 
is epic. 

GAELIC primary school Bun-
Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar is 
holding its � rst school fete 
this month.

The event, on Thursday 
May 19 from 6pm, will 
feature fun activities for all 
the family. The fete will be 
opened by a pipe band and 
there will be face painting 
and tattoos as well as a 
wheel of fortune and a lucky 
dip. 

There will also be refresh-
ments, including candy 
� oss.

Appeal for Mod 
volunteers 

Lifeline scheme to connect 
Lochaber homes extended

Left to right: Nicola Boywie, Janette Hunter and Annemarie Campbell, sta�  at Nevis Bakery’s High 
Street store in Fort William, with their shortbread that has been nominated in the Scottish Baker 

of the Year 2016 competition.

Taste of success for Nevis Bakery 
as shortbread makes shortlist

A TRUST is to make it easier 
for self-build home owners 
and community groups to con-
nect to Lochaber’s electricity 
network.

Scottish Hydro Electric 
Community Trust has vowed 
to help customers and commu-
nities in the north of Scotland 
who face high charges for new 
electricity connections.

The independent trust has 
announced it will be extend-
ing its support to fund 75 per 
cent of the cost of electricity 
connections for community 

projects and up to 50 per cent 
of the cost to individual cus-
tomers for new-build domestic 
connections. 

Trust funding is available to 
applicants in the Scottish Hy-
dro electric power distribution 
area which runs from Aber-
deen, Dundee and Inverness 
as well as the Scottish islands, 
Outer Hebrides, Arran and 
the Orkney islands. 

Ron Brown, trust chairman, 
said: ‘The trust was set up to 
recognise the particular chal-
lenges often associated with 
connecting to the electricity 
network in the north of Scot-
land, especially in rural and 
island communities.

‘We are keen to receive 
applications from projects 
that can bring significant ben-
efits to their communities and 
which require a new electricity 
connection. 

‘Depending on the level of 
benefit to the community, we 
will be able to fund between 
50 per cent and 75 per cent of 
the cost. We would also en-
courage individual customers 
who are facing high costs to 
apply and we can support up 
to 50 per cent of their connec-
tion costs.’

Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
MP Ian Blackford welcomed 
the move and told The Oban 
Times: ‘It is important we 

continue to build new houses 
in the Highlands. We want to 
keep young people here and 
don’t want them put off by 
additional costs.’

Ron Brown confirmed the 
trust awarded 23 grants total-
ling £61,815 last year.

This included a grant of 
£13,100 to Helmsdale and 
District Development Trust 
towards the connection cost 
for an affordable housing 
scheme. 

The project has created 
four new family homes in an 
economically fragile remote 
Highland village to help com-
bat depopulation and decline.

Paul Harrington from the 

Helmsdale development trust 
said: ‘The grant from the 
Scottish Hydro Electric Com-
munity Trust enabled us to 
meet the costs of connecting 
the first new affordable homes 
in our community for more 
than 35 years. 

‘The homes are 100 per cent 
owned by and for the com-
munity, operating a special 
lettings policy.  

‘Without support from the 
trust, the cost of connecting to 
the electricity network would 
have been a significant barrier 
to the delivery of our project.’

The closing date for the next 
round of applications to the 
trust is Friday May 20.

Fort’s bike world 
cup a winner
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeavour 
to ensure that all our reports are 
fair and accurate and comply with 
the Editors’  Code of Practice set by 
the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, 
however, that mistakes happen 
from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us 
know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to 
print them. Names and 

postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 

Anonymous letters or 
those supplied without a 

contact telephone number 
will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.
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Donald Macrae hits 
Facebook
I’VE BEEN meaning to write for 
some time about an excellent Face-
book page set up for the legend that is 
Donald Macrae. 

Only a couple of weeks ago, Donald 
was singing to a packed Park Bar on a 
Saturday night, as he has done for 50 
years. 

This year is the 50th anniversary of 
live music in the Park Bar and this 
Facebook page is a wonderful testa-
ment to Donald’s contribution to the 
pub over half a century. 

Recently, the page posted a video of 
Donald singing Tiugainn Leam is Dean 
Cabhaig and it currently has almost 
9,000 views. 

The page also has images of Donald 
singing at the Park’s re-opening cei-
lidh in 1990 after it had been closed 
for renovations, among many other 
wonderful memories for the many 
people who have loved Donald’s sing-
ing over the years. 

I attach to this article a picture 
from the page of the running order 
for Gaelic programme, ’S e ur beatha, 
recorded in 1973. 

The Facebook page assures us 
that Donald ‘did not nip down to 
the Park Bar for a quick one before 
the show’! The Facebook ‘genre’ 
for the page is ‘Gaelic Superstar’. 
A more appropriate genre surely 
does not exist on the entire internet.

Renfrewshire choir 
competition 
THE CENTRAL Belt’s top Gaelic 
choirs are gearing up to compete for 
the coveted Renfrewshire Provost’s 
Cuach 

The competition, on Saturday May 
14 in Renfrew Town Hall, Renfrew 
Cross, is being staged by Clann 
Gàidhlig in collaboration with Meur 
Phàilig which aims to continue the 
Gaelic legacy of the 2013 Paisley Mòd. 

Last year’s winners, Cumbernauld 
Gaelic Choir, will be looking to defend 
its title against Stirling Gaelic Choir, 
Govan Gaelic Choir, the Glasgow 
Islay Gaelic Choir and the Glasgow 
Gaelic Musical Association - the GG. 

The competition starts at 7.30pm, 
with doors opening at 7.15pm. Tickets 
£7. 

Engagement 
FORMER writer of the Glasgow 
Letter, Neil Murray, informed me last 

’S DÒCHA GUR i an aois is coireach nach eil iomairt 
taghaidh na Pàrlamaid Albannaich air mo ghlacadh 
mòran idir an turas seo. 

Neo ’s dòcha gur iad cunntasan-bheachd ag innse gum 
bheil buil an taghaidh an ìre mhath dearbhte mar-thà agus 
gur i farpais airson prìomh phàrtaidh dùbhlanach an aon 
rud a tha a’ tarraing aire dhaoine. 

Ach a dh’aindeoin mo bheag ùidh san iomairt thèid mi 
a chur bhòt an-diugh, agus tha mi an dòchas gun dèan 
sibhse uile an aon rud ‘s gun dearbh sibh às ùr gum bheil 
sibh a’ cur luach air saorsa taghaidh dheamocratach. 

Bidh Riaghaltas ùr againn a-màireach ach a dh’aindeoin 
chumhachdan ùra a thaobh tional chìsean is eile,  tha 
amharas agam gum bi an sporan poblach gu math tana fad 
ùine fhathast. 

Tha àrainneachd ghearraidhean agus chaomhnaidhean 
air a bhith dol cho fad a-nise is gum bheil cuid dualach 
gabhail ris an t-suidheachadh sin mar an àbhaist, agus tha 
cunnart ann gun toir sinn suas dùil air faotainn a-mach à 
clais bochdainn mhaoin phoblaich. Fhad ’s a tha cùisean 
a’ leantainn mar sin tha obraichean-càraidh is leasachaidh 
air cuid de ghoireasan bunaiteach poblach air tuiteam air 
deireadh gu mòr, agus ann an cuid de shuidheachaidhean 
tha an gnothach aig ìre èiginnich.

Nochd rannsachadh gun robh, ann an 2015, 40 per cent 
de na rathaidean ann an sgìre Chomhairle na Gàidheal-
tachd ann an droch staid.  B’ iad rathaidean sgìre Ear-
ra-Ghàidheil is Bhòid an fheadhainn a bu mhiosa is còrr 
air leth ann an droch staid, ged a bha beagan adhartais air 
tighinn bho 2014. 

Gun teagamh tha cùisean doirbh agus ionmhas gann, ach 
a rèir na h-aithisg dh’fhàs staid rathaidean na Gàidheal-
tachd trì sa cheud nas miosa ann am bliadhna! Dìreach gus 
cuisean a ghleidheadh mar a tha, ann am beachd oifigich, 
tha feum air dà uimhir nan seachd millean sa bhliadhna a 
tha a’ Chomhairle an dùil a chosg air rathaidean fad naodh 
bliadhna romhainn!.

Ann an 2004 nochd aithisg bho Àrd-Neach-Sgrùdaidh 

week of the engagement of Stuart 
Murray, youngest son of Neil and 
Catherine, to Oonagh Collins from 
Portaferry Co. Down. All the best to 
them both.

What’s on
Tuesday May 10: The Glasgow Lewis 
and Harris Association AGM at An 
Leanag. 
Thursday May 12: Glasgow Suther-
land Association AGM at 7.30pm in 
the Buffs Club, 937 Dumbarton Road, 
Glasgow, G11.
Tuesday May 17: Comann Gàidhlig 
Ghlaschu AGM at Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu, Glasgow Gaelic School.
Saturday May 21: Gaels Le Chèile: 
Cois Tine/ Taigh-Cèilidh/ House Cèi-
lidh in Sutherland’s Bar, Argyll Hotel.

Thursday May 26: Glasgow Uist and 
Barra Association AGM in Lourdes 
Secondary School.
Wednesday June 1: Glasgow Skye As-
sociation AGM in Partick Burgh Hall. 
Wednesday June 1: Mull and Iona As-
sociation AGM An Leanag, Mansfield 
Street, 7.30pm.
Friday June 3: Glasgow Skye Associa-
tion End of Session Social in Redhurst 
Hotel, Giffnock. 

Pub scene
Park Bar: Friday May 6:
Saturday May 7: Robert Robertson
Sunday May 8: Rob-
ert Robertson. Islay Inn:
Friday May 6: The Keelies.
Saturday May 7: Parting Glass.
Wednesday May 11: quiz night.

Alba air staid nan 56,000 cilemeatair rathaid san dùtha-
ich, agus tha ùrachadh fiosrachaidh bho àm gu àm bhon 
uairsin a’ sealltainn chùisean a sìor dhol nas miosa.  B’ 
e seo pàirt de phrìomh mhaoin na dùthcha aig luach £38 
billean (ann an 2010) thuirt aithisg eile sa Ghearran 2011, 
agus tha ìre a’ ghoireis bunaiteach dha beatha shòisealta 
agus eaconamach. 

Anns na sia bliadhna gu 2010 bha tuairmse cosgais 
làn-leasachadh air rathaidean Alba cha mhòr air dù-
blachadh gu dà bhillean is cairteal, agus tha sin air fàs 
tuilleadh bhon uairsin. 

Tha feum aig Riaghaltas na h-Alba aithneachadh nach 
gabh dùthaich nas fheàrr cruthachadh às aonais rathaid-
ean. 

ROAD users in Scotland are increasingly concerned about 
the deterioration of what an Auditor General Scotland 
report in 2011 described as ‘the largest and most valuable 
community asset for which Transport Scotland and coun-
cils are responsible’.   

A better Scotland requires a safe, serviceable road net-
work and a comprehensive plan to secure such is urgently 
required.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk  

A star-studded line-up for ‘S e ur beatha featuring Donald Macrae in 1973.

This week’s � ashback photograph comes from the � les of The Oban Times. In August 2006 at Skye Highland Games, 
Chris Nicolson of Braes won the Peter Beatson Memorial Cup for highest scoring pipe band member. Jimmy Devlin 
presented the cup. Digital versions of � ashback photos for The Oban Times can be sent to editor@obantimes.co.uk 

or prints sent to the editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a print returned should 
include a stamped-addressed envelope.   

Memories and magic 
of Mull Music Festival
TOBERMORY is a special place for 
me and my recent visit to the Mull 
Music Festival delivered a rich combi-
nation of warmth, nostalgia, fun and 
fine music.

We arrived at MacGochans as Gun-
na Sound were commanding a buzzing 
audience in the main bar.  Campbell 
Brown is a long-time musical hero of 
mine and he was a great source of mu-
sical encouragement when I was young 
so hearing them is always a great treat.  
Their repertoire is wide and their rap-
port with an audience is unmatched.  
A very difficult act to follow.

We were on next and playing in 
MacGochans always takes me back in 
time.  

I remember vividly arriving from 
Tiree when I was 17 to play one night 
not long after the pub had opened in 
1997.  

I was collected at the ferry by 
part-owner of the pub and family 
friend Allan MacLean (Winker) and 
driven round the main street into 
Ledaig car park where I was welcomed 
warmly by the whirlwind of energy that 
is Calum MacLachlainn.  One night 
turned into an amazing and formative 
summer of performing every night, 

and a year living in Tobermory before 
going off to study in Glasgow.  

But back to the present and tuning 
up after us were another two of my 
favourite bands, Crooked Reel and 
Trail West.  

I then traversed the main street and 
after some ‘pit-stops’ in the Tobermo-
ry Hotel and the MacDonald Arms, 
I reached the Mishnish where the 
McAlisters where raising the roof of 
the lounge bar with some of the finest 
march playing I have ever heard.  

When my dad used to take myself 
and my brother to the festival in the 
early ’90s, Archie and Alex were 
mainstays in the Mish and, along with 
host Robert MacLeod, were always 
encouraging us up for a tune.  Hearing 
them again in this setting was a great 
reminder of these times.  

On the way back to the Tobermory 
Hotel to hear Robert and Ross, I 
walked down the fisherman’s pier to 
look at the boats and particularly The 
Dawn Treader and The Jacobite as I 

had done many times as a boy.  The fa-
miliar beauty of these boats, the music 
echoing round the bay, the colours of 
the houses and the warm glow of a few 
drams came together to create a very 
personal and very powerful moment 
of strong connection to people and 
place.

As well as thoroughly enjoying the 
music, last Sunday night was a great 
reminder that our progressions in life 
are often the result of the generosity of 
time and help given by others.  

That could be help with a tune from 
Campbell Brown, being encouraged 
on to the stage by the McAlister broth-
ers, receiving kindness and hospitality 
from Winker and Jane, getting musical 
tips from Robert MacLeod, being tak-
en out fishing by Steptoe on The Dawn 
Treader, or being regaled with views 
on life by Calum MacLachlainn. Most 
of these folk were around last weekend 
and all of them and many others are 
part of the memories and magic of the 
Mull Music Festival.  

On Tuesday, a protest rally took place in Argyll 
Square, Oban, in support of Billy Irving. 

The Oban Times had organised the event to 
mirror a similar protest in Carlisle, where Billy Irving’s 
partner Yvonne McHugh and supporters, including 
Billy’s family, hoped to raise awareness of the mens’ 
situation. 

The demonstrations were timed to coincide with a 
meeting in the city between the families and Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office (FCO) minister Hugo 
Swire.

Speaking at the Oban event, local MP Brendan 
O’Hara, vice chairman of an all party parliamentary 

group in support of the jailed men, explained that one 
of the ways people could help the men was to write to 
the FCO and to the Prime Minister, pushing the gov-
ernment to do what they could to put pressure on the 
Indian government.

At the Oban event, The Oban Times organised a col-
lection to raise money to help pay for a flight so Yvonne 
and William can visit Billy in India this summer.

More than £150 was raised on the day, but if you would 
like to contribute to the fundraising, The Oban Times 
will have a collection bucket at our main reception.

Let’s do all we can to help this young couple and push 
to ensure Billy comes home soon.
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THE 15TH annual Scottish 
Malts Car Rally last week called 
into Ben Nevis Distillery.

Starting from and � nishing 
at Cameron House Hotel, Loch 
Lomond, the event provided 
competitive classic car driving 
in superb scenery.

As well as distilleries, the six-
day rally saw participants stop 
o�  at castles, stately homes 
and attractions.

MARINE Harvest (Scotland) 
Ltd has told Highland Council 
it intends to apply for permis-
sion to build a new £80m feed 
plant on Skye.

If approved, the plant at Alt 
Anvaig Quarry near Kyleakin, 
adjacent to the Skye Bridge, 
would create 55 full-time jobs.

Marine Harvest recently 
held public exhibitions in Kyle 
Free Church of Scotland hall 
and Kyleakin village hall and 
a website will be launched in 
the next fortnight highlighting 
information from the exhibi-
tions. 

At a meeting of the council’s 
applications committee, the 
need for a site visit was raised 
because of the potential 
impact on the view from the 
Skye Bridge. Questions were 
also raised about noise impact 

and smell, the timescale of 
the proposed development 
and what the demarcation 
between Highland Council’s 
jurisdiction and that of Marine 
Scotland would be over the site 
as the proposal includes a pier.

Dafydd Jones, area planning 
manager (North), said there 
would be the chance for a site 
visit once the application had 
been lodged. The application 
is expected by the end of the 
summer and, if successful, 
Marine Harvest hopes to be on 
site by 2017. 

Mr Jones also confirmed the 
application would fall under 
the two jurisdictions, Marine 
Scotland being responsible 
for granting permission for 
anything below the high water 
mark and Highland council for 
anything above it.

SCHOOL children in some of the most 
remote primary schools on the west coast 
are to take part in a touring science edu-
cation programme for the first time.

Ferry operator Caledonian MacBrayne 
is backing a series of Generation Science 
workshops being delivered to youngsters 
on the Small Isles, Colonsay, Coll, Tiree 
and Gigha. 

Pupils in remote mainland areas - Lo-
chaline on the Morvern peninsula and 
Kilchoan on Ardnamurchan - which both 
have ferry connections to/from Mull, will 
also benefit from the workshops.

Edinburgh International Science 
Festival runs Generation Science, which 
celebrates its 25th anniversary in 2016. 

CalMac’s managing director Martin 

Dorchester said: ‘CalMac is an innovative 
company which requires highly-skilled 
technical staff to maintain its lifeline 
services and what better way to nurture 
this thirst for scientific knowledge than 
to help our young people. Many schools 
throughout our network have been visited 
by Generation Science over the years. 
But, despite the best efforts of organisers, 
none of the ones we are supporting this 
year ever had. When we heard, we were 
determined to finally allow the budding 
scientists in these communities to get on 
board with their counterparts.’

Generation Science manager Joan 
Davidson said: ‘We are delighted to be 
touring to some of the remotest islands 
in Scotland in our 25th anniversary year.’

Distillery pitstop 
for classic rally   

Damage to car 
parked in Fort 

BUSINESS group Made in 
Lochaber has launched a Lo-
chaber trail guide to the arts.

Aimed at visitors, the col-
ourful map details the best 
tourist attractions, sports 
activities, art galleries and 
music events across Lochaber.

Made in Lochaber com-
prises artists, craft workers 
and food producers who have 
come together to raise aware-
ness of the diversity on offer 
in Lochaber.

Speaking at the launch cere-
mony in the Ariundle Centre, 
Strontian, Made in Lochaber 
secretary Joanne Matheson 
said: ‘We wanted to create 
an eye-catching, informative, 
quality production that 
people will keep and visitors 
will take away ensuring the 
message is spread over a wide 
area for an extended time. 

‘We are a not-for-profit or-
ganisation which is all about 
bringing people together to 
work for the good of everyone 
in the business community, 
regardless of size, helping to 
promote their work and raise 
awareness of what is available 
in this area.’ 

KINLOCHLEVEN High 
School pupils have been 
raising funds for the charity 
Send a Cow which helps im-
prove the lives of malnour-
ished people across rural 
Africa through the provision 
of education, equipment and 
farm animals.

The young global citizens 
raised £277 by holding a 
Fairtrade stall, selling vari-
ous tasty treats, and taking 
part in a sponsored reading 
programme Read to Feed.

First year pupil Neil 
Minniss and second year 
Matthew Swingler raised the 
most money.

Neil said: ‘It was good for 
me and it was raising money 
for a good cause. I had to 
read a chapter a day because 
people had sponsored me 

to do that.’ Matthew added: 
‘I asked people to sponsor 
me to read two novels in 10 
days. The books were very 
long! But if it is helping 
poor people in Kenya I’m 
glad to help. We watched a 
documentary in geography 
and no-one should be living 
in such poverty.’

Head teacher Rebecca 
Machin thanked Kinlochlev-
en Co-op for its support in 
donating Fairtrade products 
and Donald Smith, social 
subjects and geography 
teacher, for organising the  
project. 

She added: ‘Improving 
literacy and helping others, 
what a wonderful combi-
nation. I am very proud of 
everyone who took part in 
this worthwhile project.’

Neil Minniss and Matthew Swingler raised the most sponsor-
ship money.

THE COUNTDOWN is on 
to the fifth annual Wild Loch-
aber Festival from Saturday 
May 21 to Sunday May 29.

This year’s programme 
boasts more than 50 events 
throughout Lochaber from 
Cuil Bay in the south, across 
to Ardnamurchan and the 
small isles to Invergarry in 
the north.

Dolphin watching from 
Rum, wildlife watching and 
whisky tasting in Ardnamur-
chan, eagle and otter safaris, 
canal cruises and a bushcraft 
course are all on offer.

Go Wild on the Canal 
will launch the festival at 
Neptune’s Staircase on May 
21 from 5pm till 9pm. The 
following day, Glenuig will 
host its Seashore Festival 
from 11am till 4pm.

The festival is backed by 
Lochaber Geopark, which 
promotes the landscape and 
natural history of the area.

Further information is avail-
able at www.wildlochaber.org 
and www.lochabergeopark.
org.uk or by emailing claire@
lochabergeopark.org.uk. 

AN AVID Glencoe cyclist 
is to pedal almost 100 miles 
this week to raise money for 
Glasgow Children’s Hospital 
Charity.

Jonny Henshall, aged 35, 
from Glencoe Village, will be 
riding from Belford Hospital, 
Fort William, to the Royal 
Hospital for Children in 
Glasgow.

Mr Henshall’s charity ride, 
will begin tomorrow (Friday 
May 6) and should be com-
pleted the following day after 
eight hours of riding each day.

He plans to travel along the 
West Highland Way, avoiding 
the main roads, but ultimately 
coming up against some tricky 
steep sections.

The bike ride will mirror 
the journey Mr Henshall’s son 
Aiden took in an air ambu-
lance after suffering serious 
injuries from a fall at home 
last year. 

He plans to retrace his son’s 
steps from the Belford Hospi-
tal to the children’s hospital, 
in aid of the both institutions 
which cared for his son after 
the traumatic accident. Mr 

A BLACK Toyota car was 
damaged whilst it was 
parked either near the Al-
exandra Hotel or in Grange 
Road, Fort William.

The incident happened on 
Wednesday April 27.

Witnesses are asked to call 
police on 101.

GLENFINNAN House Hotel 
has won the national award 
for informal dining at the 13th 
annual Scottish Hotel Awards.

The hotel also won in the 
Highlands area in four other 
categories: wedding team of the 
year, country house of the year, 
romantic hotel of the year and 
family hotel of the year. 

Managers Manja and Duncan 
Gibson, who have worked 
together for 20 years, want the 
hotel’s staff and guests to feel 
part of one big family.

Mr Gibson, who has worked in 
kitchens since he was 12, strives 
to keep all the hotel’s produce 
local, with its venison coming 
from Glenfinnan estate and the 
bar stocked with Scottish brews. 

SEVERAL lengths of drainage 
pipe were removed from a 
building site near Heathercroft, 
Fort William, on Saturday April 
23.

Police are appealing for 
anyone with information to 
come forward.

Thieves snatch 
drainage pipes  

Grateful dad gets on his 
bike for marathon cycle

Henshall completed the Tour 
de Ben Nevis last year, which 
saw him cycle around 40 
miles, less than half of what is 
to come this weekend.

He said: ‘I did the Tour de 
Ben Nevis and it was tough go-
ing on similar terrain to what 
I will be doing this time. So I 
sort of know what to expect.

‘I am hoping to complete 
eight hours a day, with one 
night stop over.’

Mr Henshall has raised £850 
for the charity so far through 
his JustGiving page and he 
plans to keep the page open 
after his ride this weekend 
with the hope of raising more.

Back in May last year, Mr 
Henshall’s son Aiden fell from 
the loft at their home in Lorn 
Drive, Glencoe. 

He told The Oban Times: 
‘Charlie, Aiden’s big brother, 
had gone up into the play 
area in the loft and Aiden had 
followed him, got to the top 
and slipped. 

‘He fell and hit his head and 
we really struggled to bring 
him round. He was totally 
unconscious.’

Glencoe paramedics were 
first on the scene and Mr 
Henshall described them as 
‘fantastic’. He also highly 

praised the Belford Hospital 
in Fort William: ‘They were so 
good with him at the Belford. 
Both the Belford and local 
paramedics were unbelieva-
ble.’

When Aiden arrived at 
the children’s hospital in  
Glasgow, they suspected a 
head and a neck injury but 
fortunately their suspicions 
were wrong and Aiden made a 
full recovery. 

Now Mr Henshall and his 
family want to give the two 
hospitals and the paramedics 
the recognition they deserve.

Mr Henshall said: ‘Unfor-
tunately bad things happen 
in everyday life but to be in 
such a terrible situation and 
to have such brilliant care was 
amazing.’

Aiden’s older brother, also 
a cycling enthusiast, has been 
trying to persuade his dad 
to let him ride the 100 miles 
alongside him. ‘Charlie is dy-
ing to do it with me,’ said Mr 
Henshall. ‘He loves cycling.’

After such a great response 
to his fundraising, Mr Hen-
shall is considering doing a 
charity event once a year. 

‘Maybe I’ll do something 
once a year. I’ll see how I feel 
after this one,’ he said. Jonny Henshall and his son Aiden.

Pupils’ new chapter in 
charity fundraising 

Heritage group 
stages showcase 

Trail guide 
to the arts 
launched

Countdown 
to wildlife 
festival

New £80m Skye 
feed plant planned

Hotel managers Manja and Duncan Gibson, with their award. 
21_f19Glen� nnanhotel1

Awards 
success for 
Glenfi nnan 
House

Youngsters enjoying one of the Generation Science Workshops. 
Photograph courtesy of Edinburgh International Science Festival. 

Pupils’ fi rst chance at 
science workshops

SOUTH Uist Hebridean and 
Gaelic heritage group Ceòlas 
will be hitting the high notes  
at a showcase in Edinburgh 
tomorrow (Friday).

The event will be held in 
Bothan Dun Eideann on the 
city’s Royal Mile and will fea-
ture Rona Lightfoot, a singer, 
piper, storyteller and teacher.

Joining her will be South Uist 
singer Sineag MacIntyre of 
Urban Teuchters and piper and 
singer Allan MacDonald.

Also performing will be 
Oban-based young musician 
of the year Rona Wilkie and 
Norwegian mandola and 
cittern player Marit Fält. Ceòlas 
stalwarts Fin Moore and Sarah 
Hoy will be playing the pipes 
and � ddle.

THE LOCHABER Federation of 
the Scottish Women’s Institute 
(SWI) will hold its annual 
general meeting on Saturday 
May 14 in Ardgour Village Hall 
at 2pm.

As well as the business of the 
day, there will be a rally and a 
quiz. Everyone is welcome.

SWI federation 
gathers for AGM 

www.scottishfield.co.uk

WIN £2,000 WORTH OF VOUCHERS FROM SOFA WORKSHOP

MAY 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

MAY 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Lee McKenzie

A shaggy bull story
Red squirrels on the 
march
Who is Mary 
Somerville?

Lee McKenzieLee McKenzieLee McKenzieLee McKenzie

Red squirrels on the 

TALKS 
AYRSHIRE

TOM MCCLEAN: 
SAILING IN A WHALE 
SHAPED BOAT

OF THE BEST SPOOKIEST 

SCOTS UFO SIGHTINGS10
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Telephone 01250 884306 or 

mobile 07885 203020

All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes, any age or condition. 

We also buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all types of 

touring caravans from 85 onwards.

WANTED

Garden Design and Landscaping, exterior 

paining, fence painting, patio and deck 

cleaning. Good rates

Telephone 07597919418

All Garden Maintenance
All Garden Maintenance

Garden Design and Landscaping, exterior All Garden Maintenance
All Garden Maintenance

Out of Your Hands One-off clean or contract services Fully insured, cleaning and property management company in Argyll, covering Oban and surrounding area.Holiday property management including turn-around, maintenance and management.

•  Domestic •  Commercial •  Industrial
For further information contact us on 07789685431

Out of Your Hands, 3 Hillfoot Street, Dunoon, 

Out of Your Hands 
Out of Your Hands 
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FORT William’s Lime Tree Hotel has been 
voted into the top 10 best places to stay in the 
Highlands.

An independent poll in The Guardian news-
paper saw the Lochaber hotel shortlisted by 
author of Scotland the Best, Peter Irvine.

Owner of the Lime Tree Charlotte Wright 
said: ‘We are absolutely delighted to be includ-
ed in the list. 

‘It’s a vindication of all the hard work the 
staff have put into our business and our deci-
sion to  concentrate our efforts on only using 
local produce.’

Located in the former Macintosh Manse, 

The Lime Tree has built a reputation for fine 
dining over the last 20 years.

The hotel has also hosted numerous national 
art exhibitions, including ones from Goya and 
Matisse.

Last year it hosted an exhibition from the 
Royal Scottish Academy.

Lochaber as a whole faired well in the list, 
with two other hotels, the Glenfinnan House 
Hotel and the Corriechoille Lodge, also in-
cluded in the top 10.

The list demonstrates the great range and 
quality of places to stay in and around Loch-
aber.

Oban Live
winners
THE WINNERS have been 
picked in The Oban Times’ 
competition for tickets to 
Oban Live at Mossfield 
Stadium on May 13-14. Con-
gratulations to Liz Maclean of 
Stonefield, Benderloch, who 
has won two VIP tickets worth 
£99 each, which give access to 
the VIP bar and after party 
in the Skipinnish Ceilidh 
House. Congratulations also 
to runner-up Sheila Davies of 
Pulpit Drive, Oban, who wins 
two standard weekend tickets, 
worth £60 each.

SEVENTY Ballet West students 
will perform in the Taynuilt 
dance school’s 25th Anniversary 
Showcase in Oban and Stirling 
this month. 

The show is the culmination of 
the year’s work for the HND and 
BA (Hons) students, and is the 
final assessment for the degree 
students before graduation. 

Principal Gillian Barton said: 
‘This is a wonderful opportunity 
for audiences to see our very 
talented young performers as they 
are about to move on to their pro-
fessional careers. Ballet West’s 
showcase provides invaluable 

experience of live performance in 
a theatre setting.’ 

Programme highlights include 
a new work called Esercicy, 
created for Ballet West students 
by Belgian choreographer Daniel 
Job, and three pieces by Indra 
Reinholde, whose work has been 
performed in Russia’s Mariinsky 
Theatre. Ballet West graduate, 
Natasha Watson has also 
created five pieces prior to 
joining English National 
Ballet. 

The showcase will take 
place in Oban’s Corran 
Halls on May 20-21 at 

7:30pm, and at Stirling’s Mac-
robert Arts Centre on June 4 at 
2:30pm and 7:30pm.
Photo: Ryan Davies

Ballet West celebrates 25th 
fi nal year students’ showcase

YOUNG singer-songwriter 
Iain MacLeod, pictured right, 
has this week made his first 
collection of recorded songs 
available online. 

He believes that The Expired 
Highland Railcard EP shows 
he’s heading in the right 
direction.

The EP is released under the 
name Feral, having been ini-
tially intended as a full-band 
project featuring drums and 
bass. Instead, we’re treated to 
six acoustic tracks that tackle 
themes such as dislocation, 
growing up and long-distance 
relationships.

‘The EP is named as such 
because it represents a certain 

disconnect you feel with peo-
ple you know in places like 
Glasgow,’ says Iain. ‘It was 
quite cathartic to write songs 
around the idea that you trav-
el to Glasgow, admiring the 
scenery on the train, just to 
party and see friends before 
having to come back home.

‘Some of the songs were 
intended as more party-ori-
ented. The plan was to have 
three electric tracks you could 
dance to. With my drummer 
Jamie Livingstone delayed by 
work, I decided to put this EP 
out before we look at making 
a full album.’ 

Iain first picked up a guitar 
at 15, getting involved in 

bands at Oban High School 
before moving to Perth to 
music college. Iain, 21, sub-
sequently recorded the EP 
with John Hausrath, who has 
worked with the likes of The 
Signal Fires and Citizen 9, at 
Dunbeg Studios.

‘Dunbeg Studios was ideal 
for just recording a few songs,’ 
says Iain. ‘It’s a great resource 
for songwriters because you 
don’t necessarily need to 
spend loads on mixing and 
mastering with a full band.

‘I’m really keen to play these 
songs live with a full band, 
though. By and large, Oban 
gig-goers tend to either come 
to sit and listen or dance. I 

want people to come and see 
us play and have a good time.’

Despite describing Oban as 
a ‘restrictive environment at 
times’, a sentiment similarly 
expressed in his music, Iain 
also describes the town as his 
‘main source of inspiration’.

Having last played a show in 
town several years ago with a 
previous band, he wants to see 
more activity on the gig scene.

He cites initiatives like 
the Rockfield Centre’s Let’s 
Make a Scene meetings as 
positive but wants to see words 
transformed into action.

He says: ‘It’s great to see 
people connecting and shar-
ing ideas together but I think 

we need to get to a stage of 
setting things up. An open mic 
night like the old O’Donnells 
one would be a great first step.

‘Oban has a great traditional 
scene but we need to do more 
to promote contemporary 
music. K9 Kev’s recent charity 
gig shows there’s a great com-
munity spirit and that people 
will come out for music out-
side the comfort zone if they 
think it’s for a good cause.

‘Hopefully we can get to 
a place where people know 
they can come and have a 
good time going to see music 
that they’re not necessarily 
familiar with.’

Music with Jonathan Rimmer

Oban welcomed art on wheels 
A MOBILE art gallery travelled to Oban in a 
bus this week. 

The Travelling Gallery exhibits Here Comes 
Everybody by the Glasgow-based visual 
artist Scott Lang, and kennardphillipps - aka 
London-based artists Peter Kennedy and 
Cat Phillipps.

Its website describes the display as using 
‘a combination of mediums and materials 
such as photomontage, digital print, collage 

and stencils to address important social 
concerns, from local to global’. 

The Travelling Gallery, a mobile art space 
inside a custom-built bus, was established in 
1978 to bring contemporary art to Scottish 
communities. 

It spent two days at Oban’s Lochside Street 
car park, on Monday May 2 and on Tuesday 
May 3.

FEISEAN nan Gàidheal has been touring 
a new Gaelic play aimed at children in their 
early years. 

Hùb Hàb air Ghleus (Hùb Hàb in Tune) is 
themed on music and song, which are explored 
through the friendship of the characters Hùb 
and Hàb.

The play is a development of the pilot pro-
duction Hùb Hàb air a Chroit (Hùb Hàb on the 
Croft), which toured Gaelic nurseries in the 
Highland Council area last year. 

Actors MJ Deans (Hùb) and Iain Beggs 

(Hàb) toured the play, written and directed by 
Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s drama officer Angus 
Macleod, to Gaelic nurseries and schools in 
East Kilbride, Kilmarnock, Cumbernauld, 
Bishopbriggs, Greenock, Edinburgh and 
Glasgow.

Fèisean nan Gàidheal, the National Asso-
ciation of Scottish Gaelic Arts Youth Tuition 
Festivals, also thanked Bòrd na Gàidhlig 
for the funding to deliver its existing drama 
service and to develop and deliver new drama 
projects for early years age groups.

Lime Tree Hotel joins top 10 list of 
best places to stay in Highlands

Keeping in tune with Gaelic for youngsters

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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SPONSORS

WINTER EDITION 
OUT NOW

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

THE OBAN TIMES
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Across

7 Whispered loving words (5,8)

8 Left after a crash (8)

9 Lean (4)

10 Sac which holds fluid (7)

12 Stick together (5)

14 File (5)

16 Partnership (7)

19 Poem of a hero (4)

20 Atom (8)

22 Army's fitness workout (7,6)

Down

1 Vase (4)

2 Removed cold coating from screen (2-4)

3 With no mention of year it was made (7)

4 Additional (5)

5 Part of door frame (6)

6 May be too old for this criteria (3,5)

11 Light supporter (8)

13 To house soldiers (7)

15 About the last section of the intestine (6)

17 Loathsome (6)

18 Overflow (5)

21 Misplace (4)

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION
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The recipe:
Pan Seared West Coast 
Scallops, Curried 
Cauli� ower Puree and 
a Fennel and Red Onion 
Salad.
 
Ingredients (serve 4):
12 x Scallops
For Puree
1 x Cauli� ower
2 x TSPN Curry paste
½ Onion
2 x Cloves Garlic
Double Cream
 
For Salad
2 x Fennel Bulbs
2 x Red Onions
1 X Lemon
Olive Oil
Chives
 
Salad
Finely slice the Fennel 
and Red Onions put into 
a bowl with the Lemon 
Juice, Splash Olive Oil, 
Salt and Pepper and put 
in the fridge.
 

Puree
Heat pot on the stove 
add Olive Oil and fry the 
� orets of Cauli� ower, 
add Diced Onion and 
Curry Paste. Continue 
to cook on low heat 
for 4-5mins then add 
cream, salt and pepper 
then bring to the boil, 
then turn down heat 
and cook for 10-15 min-
utes until soft. Then put 
the mixture into a food 
blender until smooth.
 
Finally
Put on a frying pan and 
heat until smoking hot, 
add a small amount 
of Olive Oil and cook 
scallops for 2 -3 minutes 
then turn, add a knob of 
butter and set aside, � n-
ish with Salt and Pepper.
 
Assemble
Take Salad out of Fridge 
add � nally chopped 
Chives and mix togeth-
er, on warmed plates 
put a line of Puree, 
some of the Salad and 
� nally add the Scallops.

Built in 1895, the Royal Hotel has been a big 
part of the community, with Strathmore 
Hotels purchasing the hotel from the Grants 
in 1994. Over 22 years, Strathmore Hotels 
has continuously reinvested in the hotel, its 
rooms, facilities and sta� .

In the past 36 months it has fully refurbished 
35 of the 91 rooms, redecorated and improved 
a further 50 rooms and installed a state-of-the-
art green friendly biomass system for heating 
and hot water.

Last May saw the opening of Blasta, a casual 
dining, 40-cover restaurant on the ground 
� oor of the old Céilidh Bar. Open seven nights 
a week, it o� ers a great selection of Scottish 
and local cuisine, with a � ne choice of wines, 
gins, malts and cocktails.

The Royal has been the scene of many family 
engagements over the years, some families 
having had generations, siblings and friends 
celebrating their special days there. The sta�  
are committed to delivering each special 
occasion to the values held over the past 121 
years of service.

The greatest asset of the Royal Hotel is, and 
will always be, the sta� , with over 66 full and 
part time sta�  employed year round. The ho-
tel has always helped contribute to the local 
community, charities and clubs. 

Strathmore Hotels has provided great quali-
ty and consistency of service for 22 years, and 
continues to go from strength to strength.

Food  DrinkFood  Drink&
brought to you by

Royal Hotel

This week’s recipe

If you would like to advertise in 
The Oban Times Food and Drink section, 

please call

01631 568000
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FROM AMERICA TO 
OBAN: Mari Black, 
from Boston, travelled 
almost 3,000 miles to 

compete in this 
year’s Highlands 
and Islands Mu-

sic and Dance 
Festival. 
The 29-year-
old � ddle 
player is the 
US National 

Scottish Fiddle 
Champion and 
this isn’t her � rst 
time visiting 
Scotland. In 
2014 Mari won 
the Glen� ddich 

Scottish Fiddle 
Championship.

Mari, who has been playing the � ddle 
since she can remember, said: ‘Oban is 
gorgeous. I love it. It’s my favourite place 
in Scotland. There is something about 
the feel of the place that talks to me.
‘I came all the way from Boston as I’ve 
heard great things about the festival. We 
know about it in the USA.
‘However, it’s a di� erent thing in the USA. 
In Scotland it is the national music, but in 
the US we don’t have a national music, 
we have many because we are a country 
of people that got on a boat. The per-
centage of people that listen to Scottish 
music is probably one per cent. 
‘Although we do have the Highland 
games and thousands of people go to the 
games and bask in the music – we create 
our own little Scotland.
‘We don’t make up a lot of record sales, 
but the quality of people who play is fan-
tastic. It’s a big small vibrant community.’

FROM AMERICA TO 
OBAN: Mari Black, 
from Boston, travelled 
almost 3,000 miles to 

compete in this 
year’s Highlands 
and Islands Mu-

sic and Dance 
Festival. 
The 29-year-
old � ddle 
player is the 
US National 

Scottish Fiddle 
Champion and 
this isn’t her � rst 
time visiting 
Scotland. In 
2014 Mari won 
the Glen� ddich 

Scottish Fiddle 
Championship.

ORGANISERS have 
thanked everyone who com-
peted and helped to make 
the 33rd Highlands and 
Islands Music and Dance 
Festival a success, bringing 
3,000 visitors to Oban last 
weekend.

The three-day festival 
kicked off on Friday with the 
primary schools’ singing and 
recorder competitions in the 
Corran Halls. Adjudicator 
Martin Wilson thanked 
pupils and teachers for all 
their hard work, praising the 
inventive actions and col-
ourful costumes. ‘Delightful 
is a word I’d use for you all,’ 
he said to the nursery and 
primary school children: 
‘You all enjoyed perform-
ing, and we’ve all enjoyed 
watching you perform. The 
standard is so high, and long 

may it continue.’ 
The Accordion and Fiddle 

Masters on Friday evening 
in St John’s Cathedral was 
also well attended, when 
the audience was treated to 
tunes from the top players in 
their field. The fiddling was 
won by George Davidson 
from Tarves, the reigning 
Glenfiddich champion, and 
second was Mari Black from 
the USA. First in the accor-
dion was Adin Graham from 
Fife, and second Emma 
Dickson from West Linton.

The open, primary and 
secondary school singing 
in the Parish Church, 
Glencruitten Road, and 
the woodwind and brass 
competition in Oban Con-
gregational Church, went 
well on Saturday, alongside 
the junior and senior piping 

and drumming competitions 
in Oban High School. Con-
venor Alistair Dewar told 
prize-winners from the 100 
junior competitors: ‘We’re 
very grateful for the turnout. 
People have travelled a long 
distance to compete. To all 
of you, from us, thank you.’

Steward and Oban High 
School piping tutor Angus 
MacColl, who Alistair 
described as ‘one of the 
best, if not the best, pipers 
in the world’, said piping in 
Argyll was ‘very strong just 
now with all the teachers 
we have: the numbers and 
standards are high’.

Steward Angus MacLen-
nan, a veteran of Oban Pipe 
Band for 46 years, agreed: 
‘The number of young peo-
ple in piping and drumming 
is phenomenal. And it’s 

the same in Lochgilphead, 
Campbeltown, Inveraray – 
all over Argyll.’

In the Highland dancing, 
Friday’s Scottish Area 
Finals at Atlantis Leisure 
almost sold out with 550 
tickets, matched by the 
dancing competition there 
on Saturday, beside the 
Argyll, Bute and Western 
Isles sections in the Corran 
Halls. The ‘sell-out’ Scottish 
Choreography Challenge in 
the Corran Halls over Satur-
day and Sunday drew judges 
from as far as Pennsylvania 
and Ontario, and 50 teams 
from across Scotland.

Organisers plan to run the 
popular dancing event, sec-
ond in size only to the Cowal 
Highland Games, over four 
days next year.

Donald MacLean, who 

is retiring after five years 
as the festival’s chairman, 
said it pleased him most to 
see ‘the dazzling array of 
talent across the spectrum, 
and the fantastic teamwork 
by volunteers to make it 
happen - more than 100 were 
involved.’ 

Margaret Farmer, festival 
treasurer for 32 years, re-
marked: ‘It’s grown hugely 
since the original festival. 
But we need young people to 
get involved so it can contin-
ue. We struggle to finance it: 
it just washes its face.’

Mr MacLean explained: 
‘The costs are £30,000-
£35,000. We have to find 
that ourselves from scratch 
every year. We’ve been sail-
ing into the wind for a long 
time. We have submitted so 
many funding applications 

over the last five years, but it 
helped set up the fringe.

‘The festival is unbeliev-
ably important. First and 
foremost, it plays an impor-
tant role in the development 
of our traditions, and our 
distinct heritage. The eco-
nomic impact on the town 
is very positive, and it’s been 
going on for 33 years. There’s 
over 1,000 competitors, and 
many are young, so they’re 
accompanied, so we reckon 
we bring 3,000 visitors over 
two days. We want to spread 
beyond Oban, and ultimate-
ly beyond Argyll, involving 
the whole of the Highlands 
and Islands in a weekend or 
week-long festival. 

‘I am thankful to the fan-
tastic crew, all the volunteers 
and businesses and venues in-
volved. Long may it continue.’

A few junior piping prize winners, left to right: Robert Allen, Lewis Russell, Robbie MacIsaac, 
Luke Shearer, Brodie Watson-Massey, Finlay Cameron and James Miller.

The top three pipers in the novice march  under 14s: from left, � rst Laura Robertson, third 
Erin Byars, second Robert Allen.

First, second and third in the chanter under 
12s, from left: Matthew McKerrel, Oliver 

Twynham, and Fraser Hamilton.

Drummer Rachel Thom, 15, came � rst in 
both the hornpipe and jig, and the part 

march, four part Strathspey, four part reel.

Left to right, junior pipers Brodie Wat-
son-Massey, Luke Kennedy and Jamie Niall 
Campbell, who came � rst, second and third 

in Piobaireachd under 15s.

Winners in the junior drumming march 
(four part), from the left: � rst Matthew 

MacDonald, second Grant Strain, third Zoe 
Cook.

Prizewinners in the chanter under 12s four 
part tune, from left: � rst Thomas Wilson, 

with Tamzyn Cassidy and Ruaraidh Drennan 
coming second equal.

Drummer Eilidh Wynd from Dunblane, left, 
took � rst in tenor march, Strathspey and 
reel, while Megan Evans from Oban came 

second equal.

Music and dance festival continues to make its mark
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COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

Co� ee Morning
& Open Play Session

All welcome  
Noah’s Ark Toddler Group

in The Garden House & 
Oban Baptist Church 

Albany Street
Tuesday May 10th

10.00am – 12.30pm
Contact: Irena on 07749800410
In support of Mary’s Meals

www.facebook.com/obantimes

CONCERT
SATURDAY  MAY  14th 

2016 at 7.30 pm
ST. JOHN’S 

CATHEDRAL, OBAN
OBAN BACH CHOIR 

AND
ORCHESTRA

Handel: The ways of Zion 
do mourn

Johann Ludwig Bach: 
Suite in G

Pergolesi: Magnifi cat
SEAT WITH PRO-

GRAMME
(OBTAINABLE AT THE 

DOOR) £8-00
CONCESSIONS £6-00

Brodie Sloss, left, won � rst prize in the 
recorder solo, and Daisy McGrigor came 

second.

There were lions on stage as Lochnell 
primary performed The Animal Song at 
the children’s non-competitive class on 

Friday morning in the Corran Halls.
Photos: Kevin McGlynn

Dunbeg primary won � rst in the Folk Singing Groups.

Lochnell primary await the adjudicator’s verdict on their song When I Grow Up?

Taynuilt Primary School P4-7 pupils, who won their class, wait angelically to perform 
Amazing Grace.

Rock� eld Primary School sang the Wee Kirkcudbright Centipede.

Taynuilt Primary’s After School Choir lets loose with Hold Back the River and Up Town 
Funk.

Trophy winners, left to right: Rhiannon Charles, Georgia 
Grant, Isla MacCalman, Linzi Cameron, Sophie Baker and 

Catriona Gammons.

 Donnie MacCorquodale, left, from North Connel, received the Frances 
Shand Kydd Trophy for being the most promising competitor in the under 

12 March, Strathespey and Reel; and Clelland Shand, from Dunfermline, who 
won the event. 17_t19musicfest01.

From left: Kirsty MacCormick, Oban; Kyle Rowan, Edinburgh; Isla 
MacCormick, Oban; Ewan McFadyen, Oban; Emma McPhee, Oban; and 

Shanna Rodgers, Oban; who all competed in the under 16 Gaelic Waltzes.  
17_t19musicfest02.

Brodie Sloss, 11, from Oban, was victorious in the 
Scots song category.  17_t19musicfest04.

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057
MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen

TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

Adin Graham, 
19, from Fife, 
won various 
competitions 
last Saturday. 
17_t19musicfest13.

Anwen Baker islay with 
the highland trophy frank 

walton trophy for novice 10 
years and over. Photo: Kevin 

McGlynn

Cousins Abigail Ledson, 5, and Rona Cairns, 4, 
Dunoon, were delighted to show o�  their medals 
as they took to the big stage in the Corran Halls. 

The smiles were even wider with the girls picking 
up medals for stars of the future. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Ava Emmerson, 
Dunoon, 

takes part in 
the primary 

four years 
Highland dance 

competition 
in the Corran 

Halls morning 
session at the 

Highlands and 
Islands Music 

and Dance 
Festival .

Photo: Kevin 
McGlynn

The Great Western 
Crafters and 

Producers Market 
and Co� ee Morning

Saturday 7th May
11am - 4.30pm

Collection for Oban 
Playpark

community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Friday 6 May - Thursday 12 May
CAPTAIN AMERICA: CIVIL WAR | 12A | 167 MIN
Fri: 16:30, Sat: 13:00, 15:00, 20:30, Sun: 14:30, 17:30, 19:30, 
Mon: 16:30, Tue: 19:30, Wed: 16:30
3D: Fri: 19.30, Sun: 11:30, Mon: 19:30, Tue: 16:30, Wed: 
19:30, Thu: 15:30

Marvel’ s Captain America: Civil War � nds Steve Rogers 
leading the newly formed team of Avengers in their 
continued e� orts to safeguard humanity. But after another 
incident involving the Avengers results in collateral 
damage, political pressure mounts to install a system of 
accountability, headed by a governing body to oversee 
and direct the team. 

EYE IN THE SKY | 15 | 122 MIN
Daily except Sun: 21:00

EYE IN THE SKY stars Helen Mirren as Colonel Katherine 
Powell, a UK-based military o�  cer in command of a top 
secret drone operation to capture terrorists in Kenya. 
Through remote surveillance and on-the-ground intel, 
Powell discovers the targets are planning a suicide 
bombing and the mission escalates from “capture” to “kill.” 
But as American pilot Steve Watts (Aaron Paul) is about to 
engage, a nine-year old girl enters the kill zone triggering 
an international dispute, reaching the highest levels of 
US and British government, over the moral, political, and 
personal implications of modern warfare.

KIDS CLUB: BROTHER BEAR | U | 92 MIN
Sat: 11:00

Children’s Classic. When a young Inuit hunter needlessly 
kills a bear, he is magically changed into a bear himself as 
punishment with a talkative cub being his only guide to 
changing back.

MIDNIGHT SPECIAL | 12A | 132 MIN
Fri: 18:30, Sat: 18:00, Sun: 17:00, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 18:30
Parent & Baby: Tue: 11:30

Midnight Special is a supernatural sci-�  thriller from ac-
claimed writer/director Je�  Nichols. It stars Oscar nominee 
Michael Shannon as Roy, a father desperate to protect 
his uniquely gifted, eight-year-old son Alton, played by 
newcomer Jaeden Lieberher. Joined by Joel Edgerton and 
Kirsten Dunst, this group must race to get Alton to a secret 
location all while being hunted by an extreme religious 
sect led by Sam Shepard and a government task force 
headed up by Adam Driver. It is a full-on chase, the out-
come of which could bring about a world-changing event.

NT LIVE: A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE ENCORE
12A | 150 MIN
Thu: 19:00

The great Arthur Miller confronts the American dream in 
this dark and passionate tale. In Brooklyn, longshoreman 
Eddie Carbone welcomes his Sicilian cousins to the land 
of freedom. But when one of them falls for his beautiful 
niece, they discover that freedom comes at a price. Eddie’ s 
jealous mistrust exposes a deep, unspeakable secret – one 
that drives him to commit the ultimate betrayal.

THE HUNTSMAN: WINTER’S WAR | 12A | 137 MIN
Sat: 18:30

Silver Screening: Mon: 14:30 Silver Screening - ‘Last Chance 
to See’ - Concessions (age 60+) entry just £3.00! Tea and 
cake £1.
As two evil sisters prepare to conquer the land; two ren-
egades - Eric the Huntsman - who previously aided Snow 
White in defeating Ravenna, and his forbidden lover, Sara 
set out to stop them.

THE JUNGLE BOOK | PG | 126 MIN
Fri: 16:15, Sat: 12:30, 16:00, Sun: 12:00, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 
16:15

The Jungle Book” is an all-new live-action epic adventure 
about Mowgli (newcomer Neel Sethi), a man-cub raised 
in the jungle by a family of wolves, who embarks on a 
captivating journey of self-discovery when he’s forced to 
abandon the only home he’s ever known.

13LEISURE

community-owned and run
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ACCORDION and FIDDLE MAS-
TERS: ACCORDION: 
1  Lagavullin Distillery Trophy:  
Adin Graham, Fife, 2 Iain Camp-
bell and Donald William Camp-
bell Memorial Trophy:  Emma 
Dickson, West Linton, 3 Adam 
Gibb, Biggar; 

FIDDLE: 
1 Oban Distillery Trophy: 

George Davidson, Tarves, 2 
Gordon MacLachlan Memorial 
Trophy: Mari Black, USA, 3  Eilidh 
Anderson, Tarland.

JUNIOR SOLO PIPING, CHANTER 
AND DRUMMING COMPETITION:

 Chanter – Under 12 years - 
Scale and two-part tune: 1 The 
Muir Trophy: Matthew McKerrel, 
Campbeltown, 2  Oliver Twyn-
ham, Campbeltown, 3   Fraser 
Hamilton, Paisley;  Chanter – 
Under 12 years - four-part tune: 1 
Argyll Print Trophy: Thomas Wil-
son, Co. Down, 2 Ruaraidh Dren-
nan, Drumnadrochit, 3 Tamzyn 
Cassidy, Broughty Ferry;  Frances 
Shand Kydd Trophy – awarded to 
the most promising competitor : 
William McLean, Campbeltown;  
Chanter – 12 years and under 
14 years – March: 1 Anthony 
Campbell Memorial Trophy: Cait-
lynne MacLeod, Oban;  Novice 
March – Under 14 years: 1 Oban 
Electrical Services Trophy: Laura 
Robertson, Fort William, 2 Robert 
Allen, Glasgow, 3 Erin Byars, Dun-
beg; The Lodge Earraghaidheal 
Trophy awarded to the highest 
placed Argyll resident player: 
Erin Byars, Dunbeg; Ground of a 
Piobaireachd – Under 15 years: 
1 D Watt & Son Trophy: Archie 
Clark, Spean Bridge,  2 Stuart 
J Campbell, North Connel, 3 
Calum McKillop, Campbeltown, 
4 Robert Allen, Glasgow;  Pio-
baireachd – Under 15 years:  1 
Pipe Dreams Trophy: Brodie 
Watson-Massey, Edinburgh, 2 
Luke Kennedy, Strathaven, 3 
Jamie Niall Campbell, Strachur;  
March – Under 15 years: 1  The 
Willie MacCallum Trophy for 
March Playing: Finlay Cameron, 

Roy Bridge, 2  Brodie Watson- 
Massey, Edinburgh, 3 Jamie Niall 
Campbell, Strachur; Strathspey 
and Reel – Under 15 years: 1  
The Tommy Askew Memorial 
Trophy: Finlay Cameron, Roy 
Bridge, 2 Brodie Watson- Massey, 
Edinburgh, 3 Jamie Niall Camp-
bell, Strachur; The Billy Kirkham 
Trophy: Brodie Watson-Massey, 
Edinburgh; Jig – Under 15 years: 
1 The Cameron Family Trophy: 
Finlay Cameron, Roy Bridge, 2 
Robert Allen, Glasgow, 3 Brodie 
Watson-Massey, Edinburgh; Pio-
baireachd – 15 years and under 
18 years: 1  Angus MacAlister 
Memorial Quaich:  Lewis Russell, 
Livingston, 2 Angus F MacPhee, 
Inverness, 3 Luke Shearer, 
Kilsyth; March – 15 years and 
under 18 years: 1 Ryan MacPhail 
Memorial Trophy: James Miller, 
Falkirk, 2 Angus MacPhee, Inver-
ness, 3  Robbie MacIsaac, Falkirk;  
Strathspey and Reel – 15 years 
and under 18 years: 1 Chris Crowe 
Trophy: Lewis Russell, Livingston, 
2 Rona Nicolson, Ardgour, 3 
James Miller, Falkirk; Hornpipe 
and Jig – 15 years and under 18 
years: 1 Bill Crowe Trophy:  Rob-
bie MacIsaac, Falkirk, 2 Angus 
F MacPhee, Inverness, 3  Aaron 
Hossain, Dunbeg; The Allan Mac-
Innes Memorial Trophy:  Lewis 
Russell, Livingston; Stick and 
Pad (14 years and under): 1 Oban 
Music Trophy: Oliver Twynam, 
Southend, 2 Phoebe Meldrum, 
Tayport, 3 Gordon Davidson; 
March (four part) (14 years and 
under): 1 Royal Bank of Scotland 
Trophy:  Matthew MacDonald, 
Oban, 2 Grant Strain, Airdrie, 3  
Zoe Cook, Oban; Hornpipe and 
Jig (15 years and under 18 years): 
1 United Auctions Trophy: Rachel 
Thom, Livingston, 2 Owen Turn-
bull, Livingston, 3 Euan MacLean, 
Oban; Part March, four-part 
Strathspey, four-part reel (15 
years and under 18 years): 1 
The Adam McCracken Trophy:  
Rachel Thom, Livingston, 2 Euan 
MacLean, Oban, 3 Owen Turn-

bull, Livingston;  Tenor – March, 
Strathspey and Reel (15 years 
and under 18 years): 1 The Cathie 
Simpson Memorial Trophy: Eilidh 
Wynd, Dunblane, 2= Megan 
Evans, Oban and  Lucy Carroll, 
Livingston. 

SENIOR PIPING: 
Piobaireachd – Grade A and P: 

1 Cooper Salver: Gordon Bruce, 
Kilwinning, 2 Dugald MacColl 
Memorial: Darach Urquhart, 
Glasgow, 3 Gordon McCready, 
Renfrew; Piobaireachd – Grade 
B: 1 Royal Bank of Scotland 
Trophy: Euan Dewar, Oban, 2 
Walter Drysdale: Ross Cowan, 
Motherwell, 3 Andy Wilson, Co. 
Down; Piobaireachd – Grade C: 1 
Ronald Lawrie Memorial Trophy: 
Chris Lee, Glasgow,  2 Andrew 
Bova, Glasgow, 3 Connor Jardine, 
Airdrie; March, Strathspey and 
Reel – Grade A and P: 1 Reid Fam-
ily Trophy: Allan Russell, Kelty, 2 
Gordon Bruce, Kilwinning, 3 Gor-
don McCready, Renfrew; March, 
Strathspey and Reel – Grade B: 1  
Riona T MacInnes Trophy : Calum 
Watson, Lasswade, 2 Andrew 
Bova, Glasgow, 3 Andy Wilson, 
Co. Down; March, Strathspey and 
Reel – Grade C: 1 Fusion Marine 
Trophy:  Brighde Chaimbeul, An 
Caol, 2 Ciaran Ross, Alva, 3 Chris 
Lee, Glasgow.

ACCORDION – JUNIOR and 
OPEN: 

Traditional Scottish – March 
– under 12 years: 1 Inver Shand, 
Dunfermline; The Frances Shand 
Kydd Trophy - awarded at the 
judge’s discretion to the most 
promising competitor:  Donnie 
MacCorquodale, North Connel; 
March, Strathspey and Reel 
(Traditional) – Under 12 years: 1 
Islay Accordion Club Trophy: 1 
Clelland Shand, Dunfermline, 2  
Donnie MacCorquodale, North 
Connel; Gaelic Waltzes – 12 
years and under 16 years: 1 Iain 
MacPhail Trophy: Kyle Rowan, 
Edinburgh, 2 Emma Nic a’Phi, 
Oban, 3 Shanna Rodgers, Oban; 
March, Strathspey and Reel – 12 

years and under 16 years: 1 Iona 
Shop Trophy: Kyle Rowan, Edin-
burgh, 2 Shanna Rodgers, Oban, 
3 Emma Nic a’Phi, Oban; March, 
Strathspey and Reel (Pipe) – 12 
years and under 16 years: 1 The 
Duncan Campbell Trophy: Kyle 
Rowan, Edinburgh;  The John 
Allan Memorial Cup: Kyle Rowan, 
Edinburgh.

OPEN ACCORDION:  
Mr and Mrs Hugh MacInnes, 

Beechglade  Trophy: John Weaks, 
Glasgow; March, Strathspey and 
Reel – Button: 1 John Weaks, 
Glasgow; March, Strathspey 
and Reel (Traditional) – Open: 
1 McIntee Family Trophy: Adin 
Graham, Fife, 2 Ciorstaidh-Sa-
rah Chaimbeul, Skye, 3 Alex 
Morrison, Peterhead; March, 
Strathspey and Reel (Pipe) – 
Button: 1 John Weaks, Glasgow; 
March, Strathspey and Reel 
(Pipe) – Open: 1 Neil Sinclair 
Trophy: Adin Graham, Fife, 2  
Ciorstaidh-Sarah Chaimbeul, 
Skye; The Jimmy Shand ScotRail 
Trophy: Adin Graham, Fife; Gaelic 
Waltzes (Traditional) – Open: 
1 Iain MacPhail Trophy: Adin 
Graham, Fife, 2  Ciorstaidh-Sa-
rah Chaimbeul, Skye, 3 Alex 
Morrison, Peterhead; Own Com-
position – Accordion or Fiddle: 
1 Angus and Ella MacFadyen 
Memorial Trophy: Mari Black, 
USA, 2 Alex Morrison, Peterhead, 
3 Adin Graham, Fife.  

FIDDLE:  
Slow Air and March – Under 

12 years: 1 Oban Strathspey and 
Reel Society Trophy: Ruaraidh 
Drennan, Drumnadrochit, 2 Erin 
Ewing, Bridge of Don; The Franc-
es Shand Kydd Trophy – awarded 
at the judge’s discretion to the 
most promising competitor:  Erin 
Ewing, Bridge of Don;  March, 
Strathspey and Reel – 12 years 
and under 16 years:  1 Accordion 
Club Trophy:  Rosie Winchester, 
Keith, 2 Rhiann Matthew, Tar-
land, 3 Sorcha Gall, Huntly; Slow 
Air – 12 years and under 16 years: 
1 McLachlan Trophy:  Sorcha 

Gall, Huntly, 2  Rosie Winchester, 
Keith, 3 Rhiann Matthew, Tarland;  
March, Strathspey and Reel – 
Open: 1 Calum MacPhail Trophy: 
George Davidson, Tarves, 2 Mari 
Black, USA, 3 Shona MacFadyen, 
East Kilbride;  Slow Air (Tradition-
al) – Open: 1  Christine MacKen-
zie Trophy: Mari Black, USA, 2  
George Davidson, Tarves, 3 Jack 
Westwell, Edinburgh.  

WOODWIND and BRASS: 
The HIMDF Lorne Trophies 

awarded to the overall winner in 
woodwind and overall winner in 
brass competitions: Woodwind 
Winner: Chelsea McNab, Oban 
High School, Brass Winner:  Kyle 
Paterson, Campbeltown; Brass – 
Open Primary: 1 Kyle Paterson, 
Campbeltown; Woodwind – Sec-
ondary 1st year: 1 Sasha Clement, 
Dingwall, 2  Oran Charlton, Oban 
High School, 3 Alice Jackson, 
Oban High School;  Woodwind 
– Secondary 2nd and 3rd year: 1 
Morgan MacDougal, Oban High 
School, 2 Katie Ramsay, Peter-
head, 3 Kelsey Whitlow, Oban 
High School;  Brass – Secondary 
2nd & 3rd year: 1 Amy Paterson, 
Campbeltown; Woodwind – 
Secondary 4th, 5th & 6th year: 
1 Chelsea McNab, Oban High 
School, 2 Katie Houston, Oban 
High School; Ensemble: 1  Oban 
High School Flute Choir, 2 Oban 
High School Clarinet Choir; Duet 
Woodwind or Brass: 1 Chelsea 
McNab & Katie Houston, Oban 
High School, 2  Rowan Chisolm & 
Eliza Cox, Oban High School.

SINGING PRIMARY and SEC-
ONDARY: 

The Gillies Cup – awarded for 
the highest marks overall in sing-
ing competitions:  Shona Keith, 
Lochgilphead; Scots Song – Pri-
mary: 1  HIMDF Trophy:  Brodie 
Sloss, Oban, 2 Ealasaid MacLean, 
Lismore, 3 Emma MacGregor, 
St Columba’s Primary;  Vocal 
Solo Girls – Primary 4 & 5: 1 R 
T MacInnes Trophy:  Lori Den 
Heijer, Benderloch; Vocal Solo 
Girls – Primary 6 & 7: 1 Frances 

Shand Kydd Trophy: 1 Karen 
Black, Benderloch, 2 Megan Day, 
Taynuilt, 3 Charlie Johnston, 
Strath of Appin Primary; Classical 
Song – Primary: 1  HIMDF Trophy: 
1 Karen Black, Benderloch, 2 Lori 
Den Heijer, Benderloch, 3 Brodie 
Sloss, Oban;  Songs from the 
Shows – Primary: 1  Berni Mc-
Millan Trophy:  Lori Den Heijer, 
Benderloch, 2 Ealasaid MacLean, 
Lismore, 3 Charlie Johnston, 
Strath of Appin Primary; Scots 
Song – Secondary 1 – 2: 1 
Margaret Farmer Trophy: Amelia 
MacTaggart, Dunblane;  Scots 
Song – Secondary 3 +: 1  HIMDF 
Trophy: Christy Harkins, Balloch, 
2 Niall Gemmill, Campbeltown; 
Classical Song – Secondary 
1 – 2: 1  Iona Shop Cup:  Amelia 
MacTaggart, Dunblane; Classical 
Song – Secondary 3 + :  1 HIMDF 
Trophy: Christy Harkins, Balloch, 
2 Niall Gemmill, Campbeltown; 
Songs from the Shows – Second-
ary 1 – 2: 1 Frances Grant Trophy: 
Amelia MacTaggart, Dunblane; 
Songs from the Shows – Sec-
ondary 3 +: 1 MacKinnon Family 
Trophy:  Christy Harkins, Balloch; 
OPEN VOCAL CLASSES: 

Folk Singing Solo: 1 Oban 
Gaelic Choir Trophy: Shona Keith, 
Lochgilphead, 2 Jack Anderson, 
Oban; The Anne MacDougall 
Memorial Trophy:  Shona Keith, 
Lochgilphead; Scottish Song 
(English or Gaelic): 1  Argyll Oils 
Trophy:  Shona Keith, Lochgil-
phead, 2 Jack Anderson, Oban, 
3 Danielle Law, Glenrothes; 
Songs from the Shows: 1 The 
Highlands Restaurant Trophy: 
Shona Keith, Lochgilphead,    2  
Jack Anderson, Oban, 3 Danielle 
Law, Glenrothes; Classical Song: 
1  HIMDF Trophy: Danielle Law, 
Glenrothes, 2 Shona Keith, Loch-
gilphead, 3 Aliston McGinty, Ar-
drishaig; Senior Choirs: 1 HIMDF 
Trophy: Sequence ladies choir. 

LADYFERMOY PIANO COMPE-
TITIONS: 

The Lady Fermoy Trophy 
– awarded for the most merito-

rious performance overall in the 
under 18 piano classes: Domn-
hall MacGriogair, Glasgow;  Pian-
oforte Solo – up to and including 
Grade 1 : 1  Caroline Boyle Tro-
phy:  Blythe Shand, Dunfermline; 
Pianoforte Solo – Grade 2: 1 Sile-
as Sinclair Trophy: Angus Files, 
Oban,  2 Arabella Files, Oban; 
Pianoforte Solo – Scottish Music 
Grade 1 – 2: 1 Blythe Shand, Dun-
fermline; Pianoforte Solo – Grade 
3: 1 Sheila Sinclair Trophy: Fiona 
Cruikshank, Benderloch; Piano-
forte Solo – Grade 4: 1  Peter and 
Peggy Sinclair Memorial Plate: 
Jordan Ramsay, Peterhead; Duet 
– Grade 3 to 5: 1 McLellan Tro-
phy: Jordan and Katie Ramsay, 
Peterhead; Pianoforte Solo - Rag-
time and Blues: 1 Marnie Clark, 
Castle Douglas; Pianoforte Solo 
- Romantic Period Grade 6 and 
above: 1  Domnhall MacGriogair, 
Glasgow, 2 Paul Mathers, Fife; 
The Margaret Burns Trophy: Jack 
Westwell, Edinburgh; Pianoforte 
Solo – Classical Period (Adult 
advanced): 1 Jack Westwell, 
Edinburgh, 2 Tonya Clement, 
Dingwall; Pianoforte Solo – 
Modern Period: 1 Jack Westwell, 
Edinburgh, 2 Tonya Clement, 
Dingwall; Pianoforte Solo – Mod-
ern: 1 Domhnall MacGriogair, 
Glasgow, 2 Paul Mathers, Fife, 3 
Marcus Westwell, Edinburgh.

SCHOOLS:  SINGING AND 
RECORDER: 

Primary Folk Singing Group: 
1  N.A.B.O. Trophy:  Dunbeg 
Primary School, 2 Rock� eld 
Primary School; Primary Choirs 
– Accompanied: 1  Sinclair Family 
Trophy:  Taynuilt Primary, P 4 – 7, 
2 Rock� eld Primary, 3 Strath of 
Appin Primary. 

RECORDER:  Primary Recorder 
Groups: 1 Agnes Connelly Tro-
phy: Dunbeg Primary Seniors, 
2 Dunbeg Primary Juniors, 3 St 
Columba’s Primary; Recorder 
Solo: 1  HIMDF Trophy:  Brodie 
Sloss, Kilmore and Oban Parish 
Church, 2 Daisy McGrigor, Kil-
more and Oban Parish Church. 
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LOCH Fyne Food Fair, May 
14-15, next to the Loch Fyne 
Oyster Bar.

From shucking to seaweed: 
interactive events have been 
added to Scotland’s longest run-
ning food festival programme.

With two weeks to go until 
the return of Scotland’s longest 
running food festival – an excit-
ing programme of interactive 
workshops has joined the line-
up.

Tapping into the growing 
interest for foraged and ‘wild 
foods’, a workshop, run by Dun-
can Smallman from Slate Island 
Seaweeds, will help participants 
identify different types of sea-
weed and explore their uses.

Festival folk are also invited 
to sample the first batch of This 
Gose; the world’s first beer 
designed to pair with smoked 
salmon, created by collabora-
tion of local craft brewer Fyne 
Ales and Loch Fyne Oysters.

A lively Gin Fling in the Loch 
Fyne Oyster Bar will round off 
Saturday’s festivities. Priced at 
£25 per head, this event is not 
to be missed and features a 
delicious three-course dinner 
paired with Makar Gin cock-
tails. 

This year will see Loch Fyne 
Food Fair mark its 26th year, 
making it Scotland’s longest 
running food festival. 

The two-day event, which is 
free to attend and situated on 

the picturesque shores of Loch 
Fyne, will take place from 11am 
each day. 

Established in 1990 to cele-
brate the best food and drink 
Argyll has to offer, this year’s 
festival is set to attract more 
than 3,000 visitors.

Retaining a strong emphasis 
on locally-sourced food and 
drink, the event will showcase 
several producers from the 
Food from Argyll collective – 
see the programme for the full 
list. 

Loch Fyne Food Fair organ-
iser Virginia Sumsion said: ‘We 
are tremendously excited to be 
on the cusp of our 26th Food 
Fair.

‘It’s rewarding to see 
Scotland’s appetite for local-
ly-sourced, traceable produce 
grow year-on-year; 2016 being 
no exception.  

‘From succulent Loch Fyne 
oysters to refreshing craft beer, 
there really is no better place to 
try such a diverse and delicious 
taste of Argyll in the company 
of those who make and produce 
it.’

Loch Fyne Oysters managing 
director Cameron Brown also 
welcomed the food fair back to 
the lochside: ‘It’s a real delight 
to have so many Scottish food 
and drink producers join us 
here on the spectacular shores 
of Loch Fyne.  

‘Loch Fyne Oysters is now 

in its 37th year and it’s been 
rewarding for the business to 
share this journey with our 
friends and colleagues at the 
food fair, while welcoming new 
producers and businesses into 
the fold.’ 

 

The full weekend workshop 
line-up includes:
 
Saturday:
• How to identify and use 

seaweed, with Duncan 
Smallman

• Isle of Bute produce 
showcase, with Jim Hood 
from Eat Bute

• Live gin distilling with 
Makar Gin, Glasgow’s 
newest gin distillery

• Learn how to open oysters, 
with Virginia Sumsion of 
Loch Fyne Oysters

Sunday:
• Green Fry Foods – a guide 

to fun, tasty and healthy 
snack making, with Liz 
Adams from Bute 

• Cupcake decorating 
workshop, fun for all 
the family, with Natalie’s 
Cupcakery

• Makar Gin cocktail 
making

• Loch Fyne Oysters seafood 
masterclass with Oyster bar 
head chef Jamie Nicholson

Loch Fyne Food Fair promises to be a memorable weekend

Scotland’s longest running food festival
Sat 14th and Sun 15th May, 2016, from 11am

A feast of West Coast food, drink and entertainment for all ages.

Featuring LOCH FYNE OYSTERS & FOOD FROM ARGYLL
A stunning array of foods from Argyll’s natural larder – from Oysters to 

Venison, Hog Roasts to Halibut and Gin to Freshly Ground Co� ee! Over 20 
producers to tempt your tastebuds!

Ales supplied by Fyne Ales
Wine and Champagne Bar

PLUS…
Live Music  •  Arts & Craft Exhibitors  •  Children’s Entertainments

Hands on food and drink workshops for all ages

FREE ADMISSION
Parking £3 per vehicle – all parking charges to local charities.
Saturday 14th May GIN FLING in the Loch Fyne Oyster Bar

Join the party on Saturday night – booking required.
For further information and to book for the Gin Fling 

contact info@lochfyne.com or call 01499 600264. www.lochfyne.com
Our Oyster Bar and Deli are open all weekend –

call 01499 600482 for day time bookings.

A Fyne weekend of food, music, 
shopping and fun
Here’s what to expect...
Stalls for the foodies...

LOCH FYNE OYSTERS
WINSTON CHURCHILL VENISON
SHELLFIELD FARM (Lamb)
GIGHA SMOKED HALIBUT
BUMBLE (Puddings and Vegetarian Dishes)
CHRYSTAL’S SHORTBREAD
HOME GROUND COFFEE
KINGSCROSS HERBS
THE LITTLE CAKE FARM
FYNE ALES
LOCH FYNE WHISKIES
ISABELLA’S PRESERVES
SPENCERFIELD SPIRIT COMPANY
GREAT GLEN CHARCUTERIE
J.R. FINE FOODS
THE ISLE OF SKYE BAKERY
OBAN CHOCOLATE COMPANY
AYE LOVE REAL FOOD (Scotch Eggs)
ELLA DRINKS
MAKAR GIN
THE WEE KITCHEN COMPANY 
(Chilli Accompaniments)
MHOR BREAD

Craft stands featuring artists, makers and 
selected craft specialists from Argyll and 
beyond.

Community stands and 
entertainment:
Cairndow Community Childcare
BOTTLE TOMBOLA for all. Run by Cairndow 
Community Childcare – a local facility 
supported by the Loch Fyne Trust and other 
funding bodies.
www.cairndowchildcare.co.uk

TEAS AND COFFEES
Provided by the Inveraray PTA

FUNKY CHICKEN
Face painting and more 
www.funkychickenfun.com

COWAL BROWNIES AND GUIDES
Splat the Rat!

WORKSHOP TENT
Increase your knowledge and skills by taking 
part in the hands on workshops.
Workshops on the hour between 12pm and 
3pm on Saturday, 1pm and 4pm on Sunday. 
See timetable in the tent for full details.

LIVE MUSIC PROGRAMME
SATURDAY MAY 14
11 am: Dunoon Grammar School Pipe Band
www.facebook.com/Dunoon-Grammar-
School-Pipe-Band

Noon: Ri chèil
The lastest band to emerge in the local area
www.facebook.com/Ri-chèile

1.30pm: The Big Shoogle
Scottish ceilidh band with over 16 years’ expe-
rience playing. Big hit at last year’s food fair.
www.thebigshoogle.com

3.45pm: Dr Hip and the Blues operation
Well-loved rocking blues band bringing their 
energy and passion to the food fair once again.
www.reverbnation.com/drhipandtheblues-
operation

SUNDAY MAY 15
11.30am:  Inveraray Grade One Pipe Band - TBC
Inveraray and District Pipe Band is one of the 
top ensembles in the world. The organisers are 
delighted they are able to take time from their 
busy schedule to play at the food fair this year.
www.idpb.co.uk

LOCH FYNE FOOD FAIR EVENT PROGRAMME 2016

12pm:  The BarrowBand
Look out for this troupe while they sing, dance 
and juggle their way through a large selection of  
songs- whilst manipulating a kinetic Barrow cov-
ered with various fruit, vegetables and beasts.
www.thebarrowbandlive.co.uk

2pm: Bute Community Band Concert Band
Bute Community Band is based on the Isle of 
Bute. The concert band, which was set up in 
2011 now has more than 20 brass, woodwind, 
percussion players. Concert band and swing at 
this year’s food fair.
www.facebook.com/butecommunityband

3.15pm: Rusty Nail
Great tunes and craic from Gregor and Stevie 
who got together over a bottle of Drambuie 
and a bottle of whisky at an international 
festival in Belgium –hence the name. Get your 
dancing shoes on.
www.rustynail.gregorlowrey.com

Saturday May 14 
GIN FLING
Join everyone in the Loch Fyne Oyster Bar for 
cocktails and a food fair feast created by the 
Oyster Bar team along with Makar Gin.
£25 per head including three-course meal and 
complimentary cocktail on arrival - booking 
required.
Local transport available on request.

For further information and to 
book for the Gin Fling contact 
info@lochfyne.com or call 
01499 600264

Loch Fyne Oyster Bar and Deli 
are open all weekend – call 
01499 600482 for daytime 
bookings.

Sunday includes 
gin cocktail 

sampling with 
Makar Gin, 
Glasgow’s 

newest gin 
distillery

On Saturday 
learn how 
to open 
oysters with 
Virginia Sumsion of 
Loch Fyne Oysters



FORT WILLIAM high street was packed on Sunday afternoon, 
May 1, for the annual cavalcade of trials bikes to open this year's 
Scottish Six Days Trial (SSDT).

All 285 competitors rode down the high street, led by the Loch-
aber Schools Pipe Band.

The lead riders in the parade were Dougie and Harry Lampkin, 
sons of the late Martin Lampkin, who passed away at the start of 
April this year, aged 65, after a battle with cancer.

Lampkin’s former business partner, Jake Miller, paid tribute to 
the man who became the first world trials champion in 1975. 

He said: ‘The sport of trials has lost a true legend. There will 
never be another.’

He then urged all the competitors to ‘have a great week trialling 
in the Scottish Highlands’, before adding: ‘It’s what Martin would 
want you to do.’

Brian Murphy, councillor for Fort William and Ardnamurchan, 
thanked the organisers, Edinburgh and District Motor Club Ltd, 
as well as clerk of the course Jeff Horne and SSDT chairman Rab 
Paterson.

He went on: ‘We are delighted that you come back to Lochaber 
every year.’

He wished the competitors well, saying: ‘I hope you have a safe 
and successful competition and take time to enjoy the scenery 
and the warm Highland welcome.’

As well as the main parade, Savage Skills mountain bike stunt 
team were in town, with Joe Prattley putting on an impressive 
display of stunts which finished with him jumping up onto, and 
then down from, the stunt team’s van.

> cinema, radio and what’s on listings > leisure ideas > local events
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In this series, The Oban Times’ resident Bodach (Gaelic: old man and, by experience, often a storyteller) looks through archive material 
for articles and pictures that preserve moments from the past. There is always a back story – and sometimes a future one. Bodach

Get in touch with your stories at bodach@obantimes.co.uk

NOWADAYS the Caledonian Sleeper 
service does not come to Oban.

Instead the train splits in three at 
Glasgow and one section goes to Fort 
William. Inverness and Aberdeen are 
at the end of the other two lines, but 
the closest the sleeper gets to Taynuilt 
now is Bridge of Orchy. In the 1950s 
demand for these services was sus-
tained by business people and tourists 
travelling between the southeast and 
Scotland – only a minority of people 
had access to a car and domestic flight 
services were in their infancy. The 
railways are remembered fondly by 
commuters and leisure travellers for 
whom they were the principal form of 
public transport from the 19th century 
to the late 1960s. 

The age of steam has its own special 
appeal, but later diesel and electric lo-
comotives continued to pull carriages 
on services that ran on time and were 

affordable until the popularity of the 
automobile influenced transport plan-
ning across the world. The list of lost 
lines and reduced services is a long 
one, as is the list of destinations that 
grew in response to consumer demand 
for rail travel. Train transport is once 
again at the top of the sustainability 
agenda, as alternatives to fossil fuels 
become a necessity; and pollution, 
congestion and running costs make 
car travel disagreeable for many.  

The Highlands might yet be served 
by a rail network that suits the needs 
of industry, residents and visitors: 
imagine being able to take the train 
from Oban to Inverness in a couple 
of hours, for example, as a realistic 
alternative to driving. Taynuilt, and 
stations like it, could once again be the 
focus of connectivity and community 
economy. Retro-progress works – you 
only have to look at the canals.

MORE THAN 50 years since it first 
switched on, Cruachan pumped-stor-
age hydroelectric power station still 
fascinates the public. The cheerful 
group pictured on the dam is a 
reminder that much of the technical 
ingenuity of the installation is hid-
den from view, and that people are 
free to enjoy the mountain and its 
spectacular domain. The turbine and 
transformer halls were carved out 
of the rock at a depth of 300 metres 
and are reached by a road tunnel one 
kilometre long. The spectacle has 
often been described as looking like 
an elaborate set from an early James 
Bond film – the scale of the under-
taking and the elegant simplicity 
of the operating principle are quite 
jaw-dropping, and more than 50,000 

visitors to the site every year testify to 
Cruachan’s appeal as an attraction. 

Its continued popularity demon-
strates that engineering and energy 
solutions are not incompatible with 
tourism, recreation or leisure and 
that the public is interested in how 
power is generated and distributed. 
We all use it, after all. 

Around 4,000 people were involved 
in the construction period from 
1959-65, some of whom stayed on or 
returned to settle in the area. Sec-
ond and third generations of these 
families live and work around Loch 
Awe as a direct consequence of this 
astonishing project and its enduring 
legacy. If the plans to increase capac-
ity go ahead, the region may yet enjoy 
reduced electricity tariffs. 

The night sleeper from London Euston arrives at Taynuilt, 1953 Cruachan: the generation game Feeding the food

IN THE 1980s I had a summer job 
on a salmon farm, which became a 
full-time occupation for about a year. 
It was a medium capacity operation 
by the standards of the time – around 
70 tonnes of fish were sold to markets 
in Billingsgate and Fleetwood over 
the harvesting season, and the arrival 
of smolts from the hatchery started 
the production process all over 
again. The industry had already seen 
extraordinary growth in the 1970s 
and most lochs in the Highlands and 
islands supported some kind of aqua-
culture operation, often with grant 
aid from the Highlands and Islands 
Development Board which became 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise.

Salmon, trout, scallops, mussels, 
oysters and clams were grown in sea 
cages on varying scales to satisfy a 
seemingly endless demand for Scot-
tish farmed seafood from processors, 
smokers, retailers and chefs all over 
the world; and strong industry asso-

ciations were established to support 
producers and develop export mar-
kets. European market competition 
from Norwegian producers affected 
sales of Scottish farmed salmon in 
particular in the 1990s. Offshore cage 
design and husbandry techniques im-
proved significantly in the years since, 
and Scottish farmed fish and shellfish 
are once again in high demand. 

This is great news for Scotland’s 
economy and reputation for fine food 
and drink. Whole communities are 
supported by aquaculture, and con-
sumers are increasingly interested in 
where their food comes from. Local 
production means local supply, and 
the quality of the product is improv-
ing all the time. It would be good to 
know just how much fish and shellfish 
grown in Scotland is sold as Scottish 
when it reaches markets and tables 
overseas. If a product’s origin can be 
protected, demand and value can be 
maintained.

ity go ahead, the region may yet enjoy 
reduced electricity tariffs. 

smokers, retailers and chefs all over 
the world; and strong industry asso-

protected, demand and value can be 
maintained.

Spectacular trials parade draws crowds in Fort William

Lampkin brothers, Dougie left, and Harry, sons of 
the late Martin Lampkin, lead the parade. 

Newcomer 
Sandy George 
followed by Scott 
Alexander, both 
of Lochaber and 
District MCC. Grant Reid of Lanarkshire MCC, left, and Lochaber newcomer Lewis Byron.Joan Pere Santure, left, and Marcel Albos � ying the � ag for Andorra.

From left: British Newcomer Emma Bristow and 
James Fry also for Britain, and Fanus Bosho�  of 

South Africa.Japanese rider Masaki Inomae 
dons a 
Nessie hat 
for the 
occasion.

Lochaber Schools Pipe Band led the parade.

Joe Prattley, stunt 
rider for Savage 

Skills jumps from 
a van towards his 

announcer.
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Market report: United Auctions - Stirling

Farming

Dalmally Auction Mart
Saturday 7th May at 11am  

Sale of 420 all classes Cattle, also Sheep of all classes

Stirling Agricultural Centre
Wednesday 11th May at 10.45am 

Sale of 1600 Store and Native Bred Cattle
Incl Highland & Highland Cross Bullocks and Heifers

Forward Cattle and Cast Cows and Monthly Sale of Young Bulls
Also Sale of Store Hoggs and Ewes with Lambs at Foot

Monday 16th May at 11am
6500 Breeding Sheep

Sale of Scotch Mule, Texel Cross and BF Dry Ewe Hoggs
Also Scotch Mule and Texel Cross Ewe Hoggs with Lambs at Foot

And all classes of Ewes with Lambs at Foot
Saturday 21st May at 11am

Sale of all classes of Beef Breeding Cattle
Including Commercial Highland Cattle

01786 473055   stirling@uagroup.co.uk     01631 562233  oban@uagroup.co.uk

C. Hodge Fencing
www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271

Fencing
Gates

IAE 
equipment

Over 20 years in the business of nationwide haulage to the islands and west coast.
Experienced, reliable delivery of agricultural supplies, timber frames, machinery, 

building supplies, wind turbine components and other heavy loads.
Iain A MacKinnon Ltd. Dunfoot, Balephetrish, Isle of Tiree. PA77 6UY

e-mail: mackinnonhaulage@btconnect.com  www.mackinnonhaulage.co.uk

Nationwide freight transport to the West Coast and Islands.
Haulage, Plant Hire, Ground Works and Building supplies.

Tel: 01879220044 / 07767402937

I. A. Mackinnon Haulage

COLLIE 
BITCH 

19 month old
 needing work.  

£850.  
Telephone 

07884
324911

TWO KEY areas of oppor-
tunity in the lamb market 
appear to be growth in the 
domestic market and max-
imising export opportunities 
other than France.

According to Stuart Ash-
worth, head of economic  
services with Quality Meat 
Scotland (QMS), markets 
such as Denmark and Sweden 
offer real opportunities and 
QMS is working to develop 
these markets, including at-
tending the Gastronord trade 
fair in Stockholm this week.

‘Looking at the current mar-
ket situation for lamb, a real 
challenge lies in export ac-
tivity where trading has been 
difficult despite the attraction 
of current exchange rates.  
Exporting lamb to Europe, 
France in particular, has been 
challenging over the past six 
months,’ said Mr Ashworth.

This is not just a British 
problem, he said, with French 
trade data showing French im-
ports to have been lower than 
last year throughput October 
to January.  ‘Both the UK and 
Ireland supplied less lamb to 

STIRLING - United Auctions 
(Monday May 2) 

Scottish Simmental Club annual 
show and sale of breeding cattle, 
sponsored by Carrs Billington, sold 
368 breeding cattle.

Bulling Hfrs: East Merkland 
(Sim) £1420; Holydean (SimX) 
£1420; Srathisla (Ped Sim) £1400; 
Strathisla (Ped Sim) £1380; 
Holydean (SimX) £1380; Boghall 
(SimX) £1320; West Mains (Ped 
Sim) £1300 & £1280; Strawfank 
(Lim) £1220; Barbarafield (ShtX) 
£1200.

I/C heifers: Skerrington Mains 
(SimX) £1280

Heifers and Bull Calves:  West 
Thomaston (LimX) £3450; West 
Thomaston (BRBx) £3000; Leari-
elaw (BRBX) £2600; Strawfank 
(Pure Lim) £2550; The Ross 
(LimX) £2450 & £2400 x2; Kinneil 
Mill (LimX) £2300; Chartershall 
(X) £2200; Huntingdaulds (Sim) 
£2050.

Heifers and Heifer Calves:  West 

Thomaston (LimX) £3400; Pitcairn 
(LimXBB) £3000 x2; East Bangour 
(LimXBF) £2350; Huntingfaulds 
(Sim) £2150. 

Cows and Bull Calves: Balfor-
naught (SimX) £2000; Ardlebank 
(Cont) £1800; Newton of Logierait 
(Lim) £1700; Grange of Aberboth-
rie (AA) £1600.

Cows and Hfr Calves: Kinneil 
Mill (LimX) £2050; Newton of 
Logierait (BRBX) £2000; Grange 
of Aberbothrie (Sim) £1850; Grass-
millside (BRBX) £1550.

 Prizelist, judged by David Blair, 
Little Inch

Pen of 4 SimX bulling hfrs, under 
15 months.

1 Short, Balquhadly - £840
2 Short, Balquhadly - £800
Pen of 4 SimX bulling hfrs, over 

15 months.
1 Dyet, East Merkland - £1420
2 Strathisla Farms - £1380
Simmental Heifer and Calf.
1 Millar, Huntingfaulds- £2000
2 Millar, Huntingfaulds - £2150

WITH all Scottish dairy 
farmers facing further milk 
price cuts this May and June, 
NFU Scotland has called on 
milk processors and retailers 
to accept a greater share of 
the costs and risks involved in 
producing milk or cause irrep-
arable damage to Scotland’s 
production base.

All major milk buyers in 
Scotland - Muller, First Milk, 
Lactalis, Arla and Grahams - 
have announced further milk 
price cuts.  

NFU Scotland remains 
adamant most of the burden 
of low milk prices has been 
foisted onto producers and 
this must be addressed by milk 
processors and those selling 
dairy products.

Speaking from Brussels, 
where he is attending Europe-
an meetings on the dairy crisis, 
NFU Scotland’s milk policy 
manager George Jamieson 
said: ‘While we can accept that 
the collapse in dairy commodi-
ty prices is a global issue, there 
is a strong argument that other 
parts of the chain are forcing a 
disproportionate share of weak 
market prices onto producers.

‘Milk processors, while under 
competitive pressure, continue 

to use their power of discre-
tionary pricing to manage 
their margins as they compete 
for market share.  While at 
the retail end, there is little 
sign consumers are benefiting 
from some of the weakest dairy 
markets in living memory.

‘The dairy supply chain can-
not assume this is a producer 
problem which will be resolved 
by a natural ‘wastage’ as they 
may find that there are too 
few dairy farmers left who are 
willing to be abused by a supply 
chain no longer fit for purpose. 

‘While NFUS continues to 
challenge the supply chain, 
government must also address 
this issue as a matter of urgen-
cy. Government, farmers and 
progressive processors and re-
tailers must seriously consider 
the weakness and deficiencies 
of poorly thought out milk 
contracts and engage with the 
voluntary Code of Practice. If 
that fails, then a compulsory 
option that delivers a collab-
orative, efficient supply chain 
must be considered. Beyond 
this, a priority for NFUS is 
to work with government and 
stakeholders to help Scotland’s 
dairy farmers navigate through 
the challenging months ahead.’ 

Farmers face more 
milk price misery

France in this period. Some 
of this loss was taken up by 
increased supplies to France 
from New Zealand between 
October and December, but 
New Zealand shipped less 
lamb to France in January.  

‘Furthermore, on the evi-
dence of French data, sheep-
meat consumption in France 

has been falling steadily for 
a number of years, with con-
sumption in January down 
three per cent compared 
with a year earlier,’ said Mr 
Ashworth.

Some of the more northern 
European countries, how-
ever, are seeing more stable 
demand. 

‘During February, Ger-
many, Denmark, Belgium 
and the Netherlands all took 
slightly more sheepmeat from 
the UK than they did last 
year, though currently not 
sufficient to offset the fall in 
volumes to France and Italy.’

‘Looking at recent prices, it 
is clear that as the 2015 lamb 
crop year draws to a close 
and Easter has passed, prime 
hogg prices have come under 
pressure. 

‘It is not unusual for prime 
hogg prices to come under 
pressure at the conclusion of 
the lamb crop year and the 
fall in prices during the past 
week, although substantial, 
has not been as dramatic as 
last year. 

‘In the current week prime 

hogg prices are only 1-2 per 
cent lower than last year,’ 
observed Mr Ashworth. 

This compares with earlier 
in 2016 when the price was 4-5 
per cent lower than last year.  

Auction market and abattoir 
throughputs over the past 
four weeks show a decline, 
in comparison to last year, 
in both the volume of SQQ 
hoggs and total number of 
hoggs marketed.  

‘The auction throughput has 
shown a higher proportion 
of SQQ hoggs in the total 
slaughter hogg marketings 
compared with last year, up 
until the past week,’ added 
Mr Ashworth  

‘Similarly, until the past 
couple of weeks, the propor-
tion of hoggs slaughtered 
in price-reporting abattoirs 
which had met the preferred 
R3L or better grading had 
been running higher than last 
year.’ 

On this evidence hogg 
quality has been good since 
the turn of the year, although 
in more recent weeks it has 
slipped a little.  

‘Carcase weights have not 
been an issue either as they 
have been lower than last year 
since January and the volume 
of domestic prime sheepmeat 
on the market has been lower 
than last year. 

‘Indeed, total domestic 
sheepmeat production, in-
cluding cull stock, is slightly 
down on the year over the 
first quarter.’

For farmgate prices to fall 
alongside lower production is 
a clear indication of the wider 
challenges affecting demand.

The impact of reduced 
demand from key export 
markets such as France, goes 
some way to explaining this, 
particularly in light of evi-
dence of increased demand 
in GB.

Data from Kantar World-
panel looking at the GB 
market shows the volume of 
lamb sold by GB retailers to 
be running ahead of last year 
for the past quarter, although 
with some variation between 
cuts and this has been 
achieved with little recourse 
to retail price discounting.  

Lamb market analysis identifi es 
growth and export opportunities

Stuart Ashworth. 

KEIL ENGINE SALES
Yamaha YFM 450 4x4/4x2 £2,500 + VAT
2011, water cooled, 3k hours, fully serviced, heated grips, vgc, 

Honda TRX 420 FPM 4x4/4x2 £3,600 + VAT
2012, power steering, 3k hours, fully serviced, new tyres, vgc, 

Suzuki LT50  £450
a Kiddies, vgc, 

Tohatsu F 3.5Hp  £500 inc VAT
longshaft, four stroke, brand new with full warranty, 

Tel 07769 516134  or 01631 720380
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Flats 1-6, Stevenson Street, Oban Plots East of Ardteatle Cottage, Dalmally

Flats 1 - 6, 4 Stevenson Street - The block of six 
one bedroom � ats spread over three � oors in the 
centre of Oban. The � ats are marketed individually - 
Flats 1-5 - OIRO £80,000 each & Flat 6 - OIRO 
£76,000 each. 

Ardteatle Plots - We are delighted to market two 0.5 Acre plots in 
a stunning secluded glen setting. Close to the town of Dalmally 
in the heart of Argyll, these plots o� er the combination of rural 
living with the convenience of all amenities closeby. The plots 
are situated in an elevated position with views down the glen 
towards Loch Awe and beyond.

OIRO £80,000 OIRO £65,000

Betts Field, Aros, Isle Of Mull

An exceptional plot overlooking the Sound of Mull 
on the Isle of Mull. The plot offers an excellent 
opportunity to purchase a sizable plot in excess of 
1 acre with beautiful panoramic views and private 
access to the shoreline. 

OIRO £110,000

Creagard, Western Road, Tobermory

Creagard - A generously proportioned 1 and half storey 
house situated in a popular residential area above the 
town of Tobermory. The property comprises a spacious 
hall, dining room, conservatory, large lounge with wood 
burning stove, generous family kitchen, family bathroom 
and two double bedrooms (one en-suite).

• Detached House
• 5 Bedrooms / 3 Bathrooms
• Lovely residential area in 

Tobermory
• Wood burning stove
• EPC Rating - E (41)

OIRO £249,000

The Steading, Camas Inas, Acharacle

OIRO £380,000
The Steading - This spacious loch side three bedroom 
extended steading complete with mooring, set in 
approx. 2.5 acres with panoramic views across Loch 
Sunart. Originally an old byre dating back to the 1800s 
the property has been extended and modernised to 
create a spacious and practical home.

33 Combie Lane, Oban

OIRO £63,000
33 Combie Street- A compact 1 bedroom top � oor 
� at close to Oban town centre. This � at comprises a 
lounge, small bedroom, kitchen and shower room. 
The property is decorated in neutral colours and 
bene� ts from double glazing throughout.

Glenfuran, Tobermory 51 Rock� eld Road, Tobermory

OIRO £230,000 OIRO £115,000
Glenfuran sits in a secluded hamlet of only 4 
properties on the outskirts of Tobermory. Built 
in 2001 the property comprises large lounge, 
open plan kitchen diner, utility room, spacious 
hallway, family bathroom, three well-proportioned 
bedrooms with one en-suite shower room.

51 Rock� eld Road o� ers excellent family sized 
accommodation within easy reach of Tobermory 
town centre. Situated a short walk from the Main 
Street, the ground � oor � at has a lounge, kitchen/
diner, 3 double bedrooms and a family bathroom.

Properties for sale
w: www.west-property.co.uk     e: info@west-property.co.uk        t: 01631 569 466

• Top Floor Flat
• 1 Bedroom / 

Shower Room
• Central location
• Excellent rental investment
• EPC Rating - F (33)

• Detached bungalow
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Close to golf course
• Excellent rental potential
• Large garden
• Rural location close to town
• EPC Rating - C (72)

• Ground Floor Flat
• 3 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
• Situated in a popular 

residential area
• Private front and rear 

garden
• EPC Rating - E (40)

• Large plot with views 
of the Sound of Mull

• In excess of 1 Acre
• Private shore access
• Planning permission 

in principle

• Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Loch side location with 

mooring
• Stunning views
• Set in approx. 2.5 acres
• EPC Rating - E (48)

• Block of 6 One bedroom � ats
• Well maintained block
• In condition ready to let
• Rental yield £400-425 PCM
• Excellent town centre 

location
• EPC Rating D(61) / C(73)

ACCORDING to 
o�  cial statistics 

published by the Registers 
of Scotland (RoS) recently, the volume of 
residential property sales rose 18.2 per 
cent in the fourth quarter of 2015-16 
compared to the same period last year.
A total of 19,802 properties changed 
hands between January and March, the 
highest volume of sales for these months 
since 2007-08.
RoS’ director of commercial services, 
Kenny Crawford, said: ‘We’ve seen a 
sustained increase in the volume of sales 
throughout the 2015-16 � nancial year. 
While volumes are up this quarter, prices 
are down by 8.4 per cent compared to the 
previous year, bringing the average price 
to £159,198.
‘This time last year, we saw a spike in 
house prices, with an increase in the 
number of high value property sales. By 
comparison, this year has seen an increase 
in the volume of lower value properties 
being sold, which may account for this 
year’s lower average price. Future sales 
statistics will determine whether this is 
a one-o�  decrease, or whether this is a 
trend that will continue.’
The total value of sales across Scotland 
increased by 8.3 per cent compared to the 
previous year to just over £3.15 billion. The 
City of Edinburgh was the largest market, 
with sales of more than £554.6 million for 

the quarter, up 3.3 per cent. Midlothian 
recorded the highest increase in value, 
with sales of more than £63 million, an 
increase of 56.5 per cent compared with 
the same quarter last year. Aberdeen City 
showed the largest decrease in market 
value, down 22.7 per cent to £162.7 
million.
All property types showed an increase 
in sales volumes, with � ats showing the 
biggest increase at 24.2 per cent. They also 
all showed a decrease in average price this 
quarter, with detached properties showing 
the biggest decrease, down 11.6 per cent 
to £236,249. Semi-detached, terraced, and 
� atted properties showed price decreases 
of 8.5 per cent, 10.5 per cent, and 7.4 per 
cent respectively. These statistics cover all 
residential sales, including those that did 
not involve a mortgage.
Nicola MacPhail MIRPM, managing 
partner of West Property Sales & Lettings, 
said: ‘The spike in sales between January 
and March combined with the increase in 
sales of � ats, suggests that the change to 
LBTT on second homes has dramatically 
e� ected the market this quarter. It appears 
the change encouraged many investors 
and sellers to complete purchases before 
1st April 2016. It will be interesting to 
watch how the market performs and what 
e� ect this will have on property prices 
throughout the rest of 2016. Interesting 
times in the property sector!’

• Two generous 0.5 acre 
plots

• Stunning glen view
• Rural location
• Planning permission in 

principle
• Close to local amenities

SOLD

Residential property 
sales on the rise

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

17/19  LOCHSIDE  STREET,  OBAN, ARGYLL,  PA34 4HP
  (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

Tigh Cherracher
A detached house requiring 
extensive renovation providing 
great potential for improvement.

Whilst in need of full renovation 
this property, set in its own ground, 
offers excellent potential for im-
provement into a stunning family 
home. The property is situated in 
an elevated position and enjoys 
panoramic views across Loch Awe 
and beyond. 
EPC: Band E

Offers in the region of £60,000

TO LET

ARGYLL OTTER FERRY

3 bed bungalow on 
East Shore of Loch 

Fyne, long let, no dss.  
Tighnabruich 12 miles, 

Dunoon 24 miles, 
Glasgow airport 1hr 40 

mins, £420pcm.  
Landlord reg no 

35558/130/24440.  
Telephone 

01700 821220

TO LET
Unfurnished bungalow 

with sea views at Kilninver 
by Oban. 4 bedrooms, 
lounge, dining room, 

kitchen, bathroom and 
additional WC. Private 

garden with parking. £660 
PCM plus all bills. £800 
deposit. Sorry no DSS.

Landlord registration ref 
13758/130/26440.

Telephone 07748 345701 
9am-6pm.

Ceol-Na-Mara, Craignure, Isle Of Mull
Features
•  4 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms
•  Spacious layout
•  Large Garden
•  Stunning Panoramic Views
•  Walking distance to ferry terminal
•  EPC Rati ng - E54
Descripti on - Ceol-Na-Mara: A well-presented 
4 bedroom detached house in an elevated po-
siti on above Craignure with panoramic views 
over the Sound of Mull and Loch Linnhe.

Rooms:  Porch - Hall - Lounge - Dining Room 
Kitchen - Uti lity Room - Family Bathroom
4 Bedrooms - Shower Room - Garage

OIRO £270,000

w: www.west-property.co.uk    e: info@west-property.co.uk   t: 01631 569 466

PROPERTY OF THE MONTH

NEW TO THE MARKET!

POSITIVE growth among Scottish 
construction � rms in the � rst 
three months of this year could be 
undermined by the forthcoming 
EU referendum, according to the 
Federation of Master Builders 
(FMB).

Commenting on the results of 
the FMB’s State of Trade Survey for 
Q1 2016, Gordon Nelson, director 
of FMB Scotland, said: ‘Workloads 
among Scottish builders grew in 
the � rst three months of this year, 
which is an encouraging result. 
That said, one swallow doesn’t 
make a summer and it comes o�  
the back of a poor result at the 

end of last year. Furthermore, the 
construction industry is particularly 
sensitive to � uctuations in 
con� dence and as we approach 
the forthcoming EU referendum, 
uncertainty is building. From 
experience, referenda can curtail 
consumer con� dence as evidenced 
by Scotland’s own independence 
referendum back in 2014 – there’s 
no doubt that these momentous 
votes have a direct impact upon 
workloads in the construction 
industry.’

He added: ‘Regarding the 
imminent Holyrood elections, 
with the latest opinion polls 

indicating that the SNP is likely to 
be re-elected with an even larger 
majority, there are elements of its 
newly-launched manifesto which 
builders will � nd encouraging.

‘The pledge to bring forward a 
Planning Reform Bill, based on the 
recommendations of the Planning 
Review, is welcome. 

‘Delays and blockages in the 
current planning system have 
resulted in additional costs for 
Scottish builders. However, to 
be truly e� ective, the bill must 
improve the focus of Scotland’s 
planning system on small sites 
suitable for small local house 

builders. These SME builders are 
key to delivering the 25,000 homes 
a year we need in Scotland to start 
meeting the demand.’

He concluded: ‘We look forward 
to seeing further details of the 
SNP’s plans to improve the energy 
e�  ciency of our existing homes 
– this must be a priority over the 
coming years as not only does 
refurbishment work result in jobs 
and growth, it also has a number 
of social and health bene� ts for 
those people who go on to live in 
these homes. Building new homes 
is important but let’s not overlook 
or neglect our existing homes.’

Scottish builders fear impact of EU referendum

A TOTAL of 36,566 new homes 
were registered by NHBC in the 
� rst three months of the year in the 
UK, according to NHBC’s latest new 
home registration statistics.

• New home registrations in Q1 
nine per cent down on 2015

• Financial year registrations in 
line with 2014/15, up 80 per 
cent since recession

• 10 per cent increase in new 
home completions in 2015/16

Of new homes, 28,398 were 
registered in the private sector, 
a seven per cent decrease on the 
30,560 a year ago, with the public 
and a� ordable sector down 15 
per cent with 8,168 new homes 
registered compared to 9,584 in Q1 
2015.

The overall number is nine per  
cent down on the same period 
last year when 40,144 new homes 
were registered. However, for the 
� nancial year 2015/16, registrations 
remained in line with the previous 
year with 152,329 new home 
registrations, marginally ahead of 
the 152,262 registered in 2014/15.

There was also a 10 per cent 
increase in the number of new 
home completions for the � nancial 
year up to the end of March, 
compared to 2014/15, with 137,396 
completions in total. This increase 
mirrors the strong growth seen 
in registrations in recent years, 
resulting in these new homes 
being completed over the � rst few 
months of 2016.

As the leading warranty and 
insurance provider for new homes 
in the UK, NHBC’s registration 
statistics are a lead indicator 
of UK house-building 
activity. For 80 

years, NHBC 
has been committed 

to driving up quality and raising 
standards in housebuilding and 
has approximately 80 per cent 
market share.

Commenting on the Q1 � gures, 
NHBC chief executive Mike Quinton 
said: ‘Our latest statistics show that 
the industry is consolidating on 
the strong growth in registrations 
seen in recent years. Registrations 
are now around 80 per cent 
higher than the depths of the 
� nancial crisis in 2008/09, driven 
by increased activity from private 
sector housebuilders.

‘Because of the increase in 
registrations we are now also 
seeing the resulting completions 
come through, as re� ected in the 
10 per cent rise in the number 
of new homes completed in the 
� nancial year.

‘As ever, NHBC’s mission is to 
ensure construction quality of 
the very highest standard in new 
homes across the UK and that 
this emphasis on quality remains 
unwavering - particularly during 
periods of increased activity and 
production that we have recently 
seen.’

More than 35,000 new homes 
registered in Q1, reports NHBC
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP 

PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perth-
shire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

Telephone William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED 4x4’s
all makes and models, Toyota, 

Landrover, Mitsibushi, also light 
commercials, vans, pickups bought, 

miles no problem, MOT or not, instant 
decision, same day payment.

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED
motor homes, caravanettes and 

camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
any 4x4 vehicle, Landrover, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc, all makes and models, any 
age, mileage or condition, non runners/

MOT failures accepted.  Collection 
anywhere.  Top cash prices paid.

Telephone 07340367285 or 
01382 843415

WANTED
Any 4x4, Landrover, Nissan, 
Mitsubishi, Toyota etc, MOT 

failure or high mileage 
considered.

Telephone 07840906053

WANTED
All cars, vans and 4 x 4’s, high 
mileage, any condition, non 

runners, MOT failures accepted.  
Collection anywhere.  Top cash 

prices paid.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  

Auto Sleepers Amethyst on Ford

Tel: 01688 400566

Transit 2.4 Diesel, 
Manual Transmission. 4 
Berth, 04 plate 30,000 
mls, MOT June. 
Really good condition. 
£19,000 ono

Bailey Pursuits Caravan 530-4 2015

Tel: 07766 872547

4 berth caravan, all 
accessories
£12,500

Qashqai N Tec DCI 5 Seats, Black

07843282202 or 01631 562663

Electric SR ,360 Vision 
camera, 2 owners, MOT 
due 04/17, FSH, serviced 
Feb 2016,  ES, AC, Sat Nav, 
Parking aid, MP3, CD, 
Height adjustable seats, 
Folding rear seats, Metallic 
paint, 18” Alloy Wheels, 
Power steering, CC, TC, 
Roof rails, CL, Alarm, Airbags£8990ono

NewHaven 28ft Motor Boat

01546 602721 or 07775 805577

Ford 150HP Turbo 
Diesel,
max speed 14 knots, 
two berth,
usual electronics, in 
very good condition.
Ideal West Coast boat.

£23,000

01855 821 431

15’ Double-skin
Fibreglass Boat

With trailer, oars and an 
immaculate Yamaha 5HP 

outboard motor.
£1000 O.N.O.

1972 Clinker Built Motor

01436 810910

Sailor fully restored, 
Mast, Rigging Sails, 
Excellent Order, 
8hp diesel Yanmar 
(professionally rebuilt) 
Boat on custom built 
galvanised trailer 
Portincaple awaiting
any inspection.

£3000

SKODA ROOMSTER SCOUT 2008

Fort William. 01397 772 230

1.9TDI - 68K, 1 enthusiast 
owner - FSH - tdi diesel - 
cambelt changed - MOT 
October.  Immaculate 
condition!
includes complete extra set 
of alloy wheels and winter 
tyres!  
AA inspection welcomed!

£3950

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Toyotas, Nissan, any 
4 x 4 consiered, also non-runners, 

failures, single or double cab.

Tel 07919915409

Renault Kangoo Extra 
Van 2010
66000 miles, 

full service history
£3200 ono

Nissan Navara Aventura 2007

Contact 07500786612

6 speed, heated 
leather seats, sat 
nav, reverse camera,
Sun roof, tow bar, 
alloys,
Mot August,

£4750

Tel. 01546 810344 

2009 Vauxhall Corsa Life
1.0l. 38,000 miles. 
3dr. 
Manual, Petrol.
Great condition.
£4000 ono.

16ft GRP Boat

01631 720414

with 5hp yamaha 
2 stroke,
comes with oars 
raulics and anchor.
With road trailer all in 
good condition.

£1950ono

Call 01631 568000 to sell your car, van, 
caravan or boat with The Oban Times

New Volkswagen Amarok to gain 
six-cylinder engine

THIS PREMIUM pickup will be the only 
model in its segment with a high-
performance V6 turbodiesel.

It is the latest generation of six-
cylinder engines with up to 224 PS and 
550 Nm of torque.

Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles is 

raising the bar, with its premium pick-
up, the Amarok, set to gain a bigger 
‘heart’ and enhance its performance 
potential, thanks to the latest 
generation of Volkswagen V6 engines. 

Drivers of the Amarok can look 
forward in future to an additional 

litre of displacement o� ered by the 
3.0-litre engine, while the pick-up will 
continue to boast impressive on- as 
well as o� -road capability. 

Its new engine will deliver 550 Nm of 
torque and has an output of 224 PS.

1977 Westerly Pageant Bilge Keel

For further details tel 
D. MacVicar 01369 840247

Masthead rig. Beta 14 
Inboard Diesel engine 
(08) Mainsail and Jib 
from Ullman Sails 
(2010) very little use, 
Auto pilot, GPS, Fish 
Finder, Spray Hood & 
Stern Tent. Sitting on 
yard trailer (trailer inc).

Price £5000

WANTED
DO YOU OR YOUR 
COMPANY HAVE 

VEHICLE(S) 
YOU ARE LOOKING 
TO DISPOSE OF?

WE BUY ALL 4X4'S AND 
COMMERCIAL TYPE 

VEHICLES
(OTHER VEHICLES, 

CARS, PLANT, 
MACHINERY

CONSIDERED)
ANY AGE, MAKE, 

MODEL, MILEAGE OR 
CONDITION

SINGLE VEHICLES TO 
YOUR ENTIRE FLEET 

PURCHASED
WE COME TO YOU AND 

CAN DO SAMEDAY 
COLLECTION 

AND PAYMENTS
FOR FAST RESPONSE 
AND A HASSLE FREE 

SERVICE

CALL ONE OF 
OUR TEAM 

NOW


0800 002 

9966
WE COLLECT ANYWHERE 

IN SCOTLAND

£££££££

01631710732 / 07900501175

VW Golf Estate 1.6 TDi
 2010 , Very good 
condition/ service 
history, MOT till April 
2017, 56,000 miles
alloy wheels
£5,300
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Discovery Sport SE Tech 180 (7 Seat) Manual Representative Example

On the Road Price*                            £34,295.00 

Customer Deposit                                £8,830.00

Total Amount of Credit                      £25,465.00

Purchase Fee (incl. in final payment)         £10.00

36 Monthly Payments                              £349.00

Final Payment                                     £17,339.00

Total Amount Payable                        £38,733.00

Duration of Agreement                       37 months

Representative APR %                          6.9% APR

Interest Rate (Fixed) %                               6.69% 

*The model pictured is a Discovery Sport SE Tech with optional extras of Xenon pack (£985) and metallic paint
(£625) at an On the Road price of £35,905.
Morrisons Land Rover is a trading style of Morrisons (Land Rover Limited) who is acting as a credit broker and not
a lender.

DISCOVERY SPORT

FOR BACKSEAT CLIMBERS, 
PADDLERS AND CAMPERS.

Official Fuel Consumption Figures for the Discovery Sport range in mpg (l/100km): Urban 44.1 (6.4) – 50.4 (5.6), Extra Urban 61.4 (4.7) – 62.8 (4.5), Combined 53.3 (5.3) – 57.7 (4.9). CO2 emissions 139 – 129 g/km.

The figures provided are as a result of official manufacturer’s tests in accordance with EU legislation. A vehicle’s actual fuel consumption may differ from that achieved in such tests and these figures are for comparative purposes only. 
Representative Example relates to a Discovery Sport SE Tech 180 Manual. Representative 6.9% APR available on Discovery Sport SE Tech 180 Manual models registered between 1st April to 30th June at participating Retailers only. With Land Rover Freedom Personal Contract Purchase you
have the option at the end of the agreement to: (1) return the vehicle and not pay the Final Payment. If the vehicle has exceeded the allowed mileage a charge per excess mile will apply. In this example, 14p per excess mile up to 4,999, or for excess mileage of 5,000 or more, a charge of
28p will apply to each excess mile above the allowed mileage. If the vehicle is in good condition and has not exceeded the allowed mileage you will have nothing further to pay; (2) pay the Final Payment to own the vehicle or (3) part exchange the vehicle subject to settlement of your
existing credit agreement; new credit agreements are subject to status. Representative example is based upon an annual mileage of 10,000 miles. Credit is subject to status and only available to applicants aged 18 and over resident in Mainland UK and N.Ireland. 
This credit offer is only available through Black Horse Limited trading as Land Rover Financial Services, St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff CF10 5BH. We can introduce you to Land Rover Financial Services and a limited number of other lenders to provide funding for your vehicle.
We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing you to such lenders.

Take a look at our latest finance packages to see how close you 
are to the ultimate in family adventure.

Morrisons Land Rover
Whins of Milton, Stirling, Stirlingshire FK7 8EP
01786 814888

morrisons.stirling.landrover.co.uk

The Family SUV That never forgets – The updated Land Rover Discovery Sport
THE 2017 Land Rover Discovery 
Sport is the car that never forgets, 
thanks to the world-� rst integration 
of Tile’s advanced tracking app.

The premium compact SUV is 
the � rst vehicle to incorporate 
the pioneering technology in 
addition to enhanced new design, 
convenience and safety features.

The rush to work or the school run 
can often result in important items 
being left behind, but the new 
Discovery Sport is designed to make 
forgotten wallets and missing bags 
a thing of the past. The app uses Tile 
tags, tiny Bluetooth trackers that 
can be attached to important items 
and used to track their whereabouts 
using smartphone technology.

With the average person spending 
15 minutes a day searching for lost 
items*, the unique in-vehicle app 
promises to put an end to this wasted 
time. Once the app is initiated using 
the central touchscreen, customers 
are alerted if speci� ed items are not 
inside the vehicle and are even able 
to get on-screen directions to their 
last known location.

Peter Virk, Jaguar Land Rover’s 
director of connected technologies 
and apps, said:  ‘Losing your wallet 
or leaving your child’s sports kit 
behind isn’t just an inconvenience. 
The realisation you’ve mislaid 
something important can be a 
cause of distraction. Our unique 
partnership with Tile means 
customers can check the status 
of tagged items using Discovery 
Sport’s touchscreen, so forgotten 
items will be a thing of the past.’

Jaguar Land Rover is the � rst 
automotive company to integrate 
Tile with its in-car entertainment 
system. 

The partnership allows customers 
to establish a list of ‘essentials’ using 
the vehicle touchscreen, which are 
always checked when the app is 
initiated. If items are lost inside the 
vehicle, customers are able to sound 
a 90-decibel alarm on the Tile tag, to 
help locate them.

Mike Farley, CEO of Tile, said: ‘We’re 
really excited to be partnering with 
Jaguar Land Rover. We believe 

this integration will provide 
many bene� ts such as improved 
assurance and peace of mind about 
the whereabouts of essential items, 
helping drivers save time before 
they embark on journeys. 

Having increased the number of 
Tiles in circulation from two million 
to more than � ve million in the last 
six months alone, we are con� dent 
of the extensive advantages this 
will bring to Jaguar Land Rover 
customers globally.’

The Tile smartphone app is 
compatible with both Android and 
Apple platforms and the number of 
items that can be tracked is limitless. 

Premium Design Enhancements
New for the 2017 Discovery Sport 

is a Graphite Pack which comprises a 
Dark Atlas colour � nish to the grille, 
bonnet script and side vents, a 
Corris Grey contrast roof and Narvik 
Black mirror caps. 

The Graphite Pack is available as an 
option on SE and SE Tech derivatives 
and includes a new 19-inch wheel 
option.

Gerry McGovern, chief design 
o�  cer, said: ‘Our customers want 
their vehicles to stand out and expect 
a wide range of personalisation 
options. With its polished � nishes 
the additional Graphite Pack 
gives our compact SUV a uniquely 
distinctive appearance.’

New 2017 Discovery Sport is 
also available in four new body 
colours: Silicon Silver, Farallon Black, 
Carpathian Grey and Aruba metallic 
� nishes. The premium compact SUV 
is manufactured at Jaguar Land 
Rover’s award-winning Halewood 
plant in the UK and is on sale now 
with prices starting from £31,095.

Cutting-Edge Convenience 
Technology

Jaguar Land Rover’s updated 
InControl Touch Pro infotainment 
system is at the heart of the 
technological additions. 

The new set-up provides a larger 
10.2-inch touchscreen and intuitive 
menus, replicating the look and feel 
of smartphone apps and allowing 
users to swipe and pinch, just as 

they would on a tablet.
The screen does not require 

any ‘hard’ buttons and provides a 
super-wide 21:9 format with higher 
resolution than the standard eight-
inch touchscreen. In addition, the 
increased pixel-count provides 
superior clarity when using the dual-
screen option, ensuring neither 
driver nor passenger sacri� ces 
screen quality.

InControl Touch Pro’s state-of-the 
art capability is delivered through a 
combination of a super-fast access 
60GB Solid State Drive (SSD), which 
is around 100 per cent faster than 
a typical hard disc drive (HDD) and 
is the � rst automotive use of Intel’s 
high-performance Quad-Core 
computing and graphics processor.

Advanced Safety Systems
Complementing the enhanced 

design, convenience and 
technology features � tted to the 
2017 Discovery Sport is a trio of new 
safety systems.

Driver Condition Monitor alerts 
the driver via visual and audible 
warnings if it detects signs of 
drowsiness. The vehicle algorithm, 
which continuously monitors driver 
inputs looking for signs of fatigue, 
helps to ensure safe driving.

Intelligent Speed Limiter helps 
drivers to keep to the speed limit. 
The system takes advantage of the 
Tra�  c Sign Recognition feature to 
detect changes to the prevailing 
limit. 

When a change occurs, the driver 
is prompted to accept the new 
maximum speed limit.

Once accepted the vehicle will 
automatically begin to slow the 
vehicle to the required speed.

Lane Keep Assist uses the 
forward-facing camera on the 
vehicle to detect lane markings. 
If the driver begins to veer out of 
their lane without indicating, the 
vehicle will gently counter-steer 
to ensure it does not leave its lane 
unintentionally.

The updated Discovery Sport is 
available to order now in the UK 
from £31,095 on the road.
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Driver
Oban     £competitive + benefits     Permanent     Full time     44.5 per week

Be the best on the road

The most important things are safety, customer satisfaction and the 
happiness of the team.

Be the face of one of the UK’s largest suppliers of building materials

Work to the highest industry standards

Enhance our reputation for incredibly professional service

At Travis Perkins we pride ourselves on being a great place to work. We’re 
a top employer that looks after our people and empowers them to look 
after our business and our loyal customer base.

Joining our family as a Driver, you’ll carry out multi-drop deliveries from 
our branch direct to our local customers. It’ll be down to you to make 
sure the vehicle is loaded properly and in line with road and transport 
legislation. And then when you get to your destination, you’ll be the 
ultimate professional: polite, helpful and the face of Travis Perkins.

You join us you’ll need to be:
An experienced Driver with a Class 2 licence
Able to provide CPC training records
Used to working with minimum supervision
Blessed with top-notch people skills

In return, you’ll have every opportunity to drive your career forward within 
a large and expanding business with deep local roots and strong family 
values.

Apply to: Iain.hunter@travisperkins.co.uk or telephone: 01631 564224

Fyne Homes Ltd is a charitable, community based Registered Social 
Landlord owning and managing 1500 homes in Bute, Cowal, Mid-Argyll 
and Kintyre.  Fyne Homes is also a registered Property Factor providing 
factoring services to around 400 homes and has active development and 
capital investment programmes.

TECHNICAL SERVICES MANAGER
Based in Rothesay on the Isle of Bute

Salary Scale:   Grade 6
£34,485 - £40,817 

Due to imminent staff retirements, we are now recruiting for a Technical 
Services Manager to join our Technical Services Team, based at our Head 
office in Rothesay. 

Reporting to the Technical Services Director, you will be responsible for 
the delivery of a high quality tenant and customer focused repairs service 
along with developing asset management plans and implementing our 
Cyclical and Capital Investment programmes.  You will also assist in the 
delivery of our development programme along with ensuring our housing 
stock meets the Energy Efficiency Standard for Social Housing (EESSH).

Applicants require to be educated to HND standard or equivalent in a 
Technical or Building related field, have excellent communication, interper-
sonal and motivational skills, experience of line managing a team, Health & 
Safety experience and be computer literate in Microsoft packages.

TECHNICAL SERVICES OFFICER
(MID-ARGYLL)

Salary Scale:   Grade 5
£27,713 - £33,433 

We are currently recruiting for a Technical Services Officer to join our team. 
This will be based at our Lochgilphead office and cover the Mid-Argyll 
area.

Reporting to the Technical Services Manager, you will provide an effective 
and efficient property management service as part of a team within Fyne 
Homes and work closely with the contractors delivering services under 
our Framework Agreements.  Key tasks include day to day management of 
reactive, cyclical and capital investment programmes.

It is desirable that applicants either hold or are studying towards a relevant 
professional qualification or can demonstrate equivalent working knowl-
edge and experience in the property maintenance/building sector.

The hours of work for each post are 35 hours per week.

In return for the above we offer an attractive salary and conditions.

Application packs can be obtained from
Fyne Homes Ltd
81 Victoria Street, Rothesay
Isle of Bute, PA20 0AP
Tel:  0345 607 7117
e-mail:  postmaster@fynehomes.co.uk
or visit our website – www.fynehomes.org.uk
to download a pack 

Closing Date: Noon on Monday 16 May 2016   
Interview Date: Week commencing 23 May 2016
Fyne Homes believes in promoting equality and diversity

Work and Live in Beautiful Argyll and Bute
A fantastic opportunity has arisen for an experienced Service Manager 
to lead and develop our Drug & Alcohol Recovery Service across 
Argyll and Bute.  

Service Manager
c£35,000 pa • Location flexible within Argyll & Bute • Benefits Package

With offices in Dunoon, Oban, Lochgilphead, Helensburgh, Bute and 
Islay Addaction is commissioned to provide a recovery service for people 
concerned about their own or someone else’s drug or alcohol use.  

The successful candidate will be passionate about recovery, have at least 
2 years management experience and hold an SVQ 4 Health & Social 
Care (Adults) at SCQF level 9 or equivalent qualification in line with SSSC 
requirements.

The role will include responsibility for the leadership, management and 
clinical governance of the project to ensure delivery of a high quality recovery 
orientated service.  He/she will also be expected to work collaboratively with 
project funders, relevant stakeholders and other local partners to build strong 
relationships and ensure effective working practices. 

For a full job specification and to apply for this post please visit the 
Addaction web site, 

www.addaction.org / Work for Us / Job Vacancies. Advert Reference 696

Closing date for applications 15 May 2016

Please note that all applications must be made via our web site.

For further information please contact Hazel Smith - 
hazel.smith@addaction.org.uk/0141 221 8390
Charity registered in England and Wales no 1001957 and in Scotland no SCO40009. 
A company limited by guarantee. Registered no 2580377

Advanced Tree Felling Ltd is a Swedish based 
arborist/tree felling company, carrying out large 
scale forestry and arborist operations for the 
Swedish state.
We are currently looking to recruit Argyll based 
ground fellers for upcoming contracts in West 
Argyll.
The successful applicants will join an 
expanding, successful company with excellent
working conditions and rates of pay.
Please contact us immediately at the following 
e-post address, stating experience and 
providing details of your relevant certificates.
mail@avancerad-tradfallning.se
Tel. 0046 70756 7774
Visit us at facebook/avancerad tradfallning i 
nora ab
instagram@avanceradtradfallning

Mellex Group Limited
Are looking to fill the position of Hire 
Desk Controller at our West Coast Tool & 
Plant Hire Depot in Oban.   
This is a full time permanent position, working with 
colleagues and on own initiative to achieve a high 
standard of service to our customers.

The main responsibilities of the post will be dealing 
with customer enquiries, counter sales and service, 
face to face and on the telephone in a polite and 
professional manner.  

The successful candidate should be computer literate 
(training will be given with regards our bespoke hire IT 
system).  Have a strong commitment to deliver good 
customer service, with excellent communication 
skills.  Be organised with the ability to multi-task.  
Having knowledge of tool and plant preferable, but 
not essential.  A driving licence is also required.

Please apply in writing to – Fay Harris, Mellex 
Group Ltd, Glenburn Road, Ardrishaig, Argyll PA30 
8EU.  Or email to – fay@westcoastplanthire.co.uk.  
Applications can also be handed in to our Oban 
Depot at Lochavullin Drive, Oban, PA34 4BW.   All 
applications should provide information on previous 
experience.  Closing date Friday 3rd June 2016

Support Services Manager
£24,000

The museum at Auchindrain near Inveraray, 
Argyll, invites applications for this new, full-time, 
permanent post responsible for book-keeping, 

administration, records and the operational 
management of visitor services and trading.  

For more details and how to apply, 
see: http://www.goodmoves.org.uk/jobs/27522

Freshwater Area Manager(s)
 (2 Positions)

Salary £45-55k Depending on Qualifi cations and Experience
Marine Harvest Scotland is the largest producer of Atlantic salmon in Scotland. The 
Company employs a workforce of over 580 throughout the Highlands and Islands and 
produces over 50,000 tonnes of salmon annually. Our farming operations are based in Fort 
William and the Company prides itself in being a major employer of skilled people and 
strives to produce high quality, healthy and nutritious seafood in the most sustainable way. 

Over the coming years Marine Harvest will integrate and grow its farming and fi sh feed 
production business in Scotland. The investment in a new feed plant will be approximately 
£80 million; in recirculation hatcheries £20 million and we expect to continue our investment 
in farming operations. We are proud of our 50 year heritage in the Scottish Highlands and 
Islands and the support we have from local communities and our dedicated workforce.

We currently operate 3 large hatcheries including the new Lochailort Recirculation Unit.  
A 2nd large Recirc is planned to be operational by 2018.  These hatcheries will have the 
capacity to produce all our freshwater juvenile stage requirements plus 10 million smolts.   
We are also operating 5 large freshwater loch farms capable of producing up to 10 million 
smolts. 

We are currently looking to recruit two suitably qualifi ed, experienced and highly motivated 
individuals to take on the operational responsibility for the two freshwater production areas 
of 1) Hatchery juvenile and smolt production, and 2) Loch smolt production.  

Reporting to the Freshwater Manager these roles will be responsible for the co-ordination, 
performance improvement and technical development of their respective areas.

Applicants, who must already be senior managers within the aquaculture industry, must 
be team players with a demonstrable proven track record in developing and achieving 
commercial success in farming operations. Strong interpersonal, communication and fi rst 
class organisation and planning skills as well as the ability to problem solve and motivate 
and achieve results through the success of others are some of the key attributes required for 
this post. In addition, applicants should have a high tolerance to ambiguity along with a full 
driving license and be prepared to undertake travel as required.

In return the successful candidate will benefi t from an attractive salary package, including 
bonus, company vehicle and the opportunity to develop their career through this exciting role.  
Assistance will be considered should relocation be required.

Please apply at jobs.mrnhrv.st

           
 

Freshwater Area Manager(s) 
 (2 Positions) 

Salary £45-55k Depending on Qualifications and Experience 

Marine Harvest Scotland is the largest producer of Atlantic salmon in Scotland. The Company employs a 
workforce of over 580 throughout the Highlands and Islands and produces over 50,000 tonnes of salmon 
annually. Our farming operations are based in Fort William and the Company prides itself in being a major 
employer of skilled people and strives to produce high quality, healthy and nutritious seafood in the most 
sustainable way.  

Over the coming years Marine Harvest will integrate and grow its farming and fish feed production business 
in Scotland. The investment in a new feed plant will be approximately £80 million; in recirculation 
hatcheries £20 million and we expect to continue our investment in farming operations. We are proud of 
our 50 year heritage in the Scottish Highlands and Islands and the support we have from local communities 
and our dedicated workforce. 

We currently operate 3 large hatcheries including the new Lochailort Recirculation Unit.  A 2nd large Recirc 
is planned to be operational by 2018.  These hatcheries will have the capacity to produce all our freshwater 
juvenile stage requirements plus 10 million smolts.   We are also operating 5 large freshwater loch farms 
capable of producing up to 10 million smolts.  

We are currently looking to recruit two suitably qualified, experienced and highly motivated individuals to 
take on the operational responsibility for the two freshwater production areas of 1) Hatchery juvenile and 
smolt production, and 2) Loch smolt production.   

Reporting to the Freshwater Manager these roles will be responsible for the co-ordination, performance 
improvement and technical development of their respective areas. 

Applicants, who must already be senior managers within the aquaculture industry, must be team players 
with a demonstrable proven track record in developing and achieving commercial success in farming 
operations. Strong interpersonal, communication and first class organisation and planning skills as well as 
the ability to problem solve and motivate and achieve results through the success of others are some of the 
key attributes required for this post. In addition, applicants should have a high tolerance to ambiguity along 
with a full driving license and be prepared to undertake travel as required. 

In return the successful candidate will benefit from an attractive salary package, including bonus, company 
vehicle and the opportunity to develop their career through this exciting role.  Assistance will be considered 
should relocation be required. 

If you have the drive, commitment and enthusiastic personality that is required for this senior role, coupled 
with significant experience, please apply in writing, no later than Thursday 19th May, stating your reasons 
for applying and your relevant skills and experiences to:  Vicky Ferguson, HR Manager, Marine Harvest 
Scotland, Stob Ban House, Glen Nevis Business Park, Fort William, PH33 6RX 

Informal enquires can be addressed to John Richmond, Freshwater Manager, Marine Harvest Scotland, 
Stob Ban House, Glen Nevis Business Park, Fort William, PH33 6RX 

E-mail: john.richmond@marineharvest.com

 

Service Co-ordinator 
£18 812 - £20 360 per annum pro rata
Service Co-ordinator x 2 - 20 hours Lochaber

The role of Service Co-ordinator will assist the Service Manager in the day to day 
co-ordinati on of the service in the areas of care management and management 
of staff .  A SVQ 3 in Health and Social Care is essenti al or a willingness to work 
towards the qualifi cati on in a defi ned ti mescale. Considerable experience of 
delivering care and of assessment, planning and review is required.

An ability to build positi ve working relati onships and hold good communicati on 
skills is essenti al for this post.

Successful candidates will be required to parti cipate in the service on call rota, for 
which an additi onal payment is made.

For further informati on and to obtain a recruitment pack please contact Helen 
Marti n on 01397 701020  

Closing date for applicati ons is 5 pm on Wednesday18th May

Appointment to all posts is subject to membership of the Protecti on of Vulnerable 
Groups (PVG) Scheme for Children and Adults.

Crossroads Caring Scotland is an Equal Opportuniti es Employer.     Charity number SC013081.

Delivery drivers (HGV preferred) required at our 
Oban, Lochgilphead, Fort William, Mull depots.

Please email CV to susan@argyllresources.co.uk or download 
application form from our website www.argyllresources.co.uk 

on the People and Vacancies page.
Argyll Resources, Torran Gorm Industrial Estate, Oban PA4 4PL 

Telephone 01631 566370

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

16/01142/FUL

16/01803/FUL

16/01850/FUL

16/01878/FUL

Development  Address

Land East of Lochlan 
Cottage, Acharacle

Land 100M East of 
15 Clovullin, Ardgour

Caledonian Cabin,
Invergarry

Ionad Nibheis, Glen Nevis,
Fort William

Proposal Description

Formation of a dwelling house site

Erection of house, formation of 
vehicular access, installation of 
septic tank and soakaway

Erection of house and garage, 
formation of vehicular access, 
installation of septic tank and 
soakaway, amendment of previous 
consent  15/02645/FUL

Upgrade the existing riverside path to 
all-ability status

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Jennifer Cecilia Ma-
cLachlan has registered 
her croft 5 Achluachrach, 
Kilmonivaig on the Crofting 
Register held by the Regis-
ters of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 19 January 
2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2632.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Glen MacDonald has 
registered his crofts-
Bishops Walk and Cnoc 
Oran on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes 
to challenge the regis-
tration may apply to the 
Scottish Land Court by 
09 January 2017

Details of the registra-
tion can be found at 
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home. The croft 
registration numbersare 
C2568 and C2567

First Registration 
of a Croft

Craig Antoni Rozga has 
registered their croft, 
Knockrome, Jura, on the 
Crofting Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration may 
apply to the Scottish Land 
Court by 25th January 2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk /register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2610

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
PUBLIC HEARING  

A Public Hearing will 
be held by the Crofting 
Commission into the 
application by Mrs Iona 
Larg to decroft part of 
the croft at 1 Caoles, 
Tiree.
The Hearing will take 
place in the small hall 
at  An Talla – Community 
Hall, Crossapol, Isle of 
Tiree on Wednesday, 18 
May 2016 at 12:30 pm 
and anyone interested 
may attend.  A statement 
of the facts and relevant 
issues may be obtained 
by writing to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW by 
11 May 2016 quoting 
the reference number:   
4.86.59222

First Registration 
of a Croft

Shelagh Munro has 
registered the croft 2 Tor-
castle & Mount Alexander, 
Kilmallie , on the Crofting 
Register held by the Reg-
isters of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by January 6, 
2017. 

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registra-
tion number is C2548.

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION 

M C Harper
Nant Bank Grazings, 
Glenorchy & Innishall
0.106 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house 
65757

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission 
by any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the land, 
within 28 days of the date 
of this newspaper.

Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, Leach-
kin Road, Inverness IV3 
8NW or info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

First Registration of a Croft

Anne Allan Cameron has 
registered the croft 20B 
Lower Carnoch, Lismore & 
Appin, on the Crofting Reg-
ister held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 21 January, 
2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home. 
The croft registration num-
ber is C2507.

Argyll & Bute TSI require a Finance 
Officer, based at their Oban office. 

29 hours, £12.38 per hour.

The postholder will be responsible for 
administering the finances, payroll and Sage 
accounting for the organisation. They must 
be experienced at using Sage software, 
have financial administration experience and 
work as part of a busy team in a complex 
organisation.  This is a responsible and 
important role demanding accuracy and an 
ability to work to deadlines.

For an informal conversation contact the CEO, 
Glenn Heritage, 01631 564839, For details and 
application form email shirley@argylltsi.org.uk  
Closing date is Thursday 12th May.

Charity no SC029947.  Co SC277345.

Closing date for all posts: 20 May 2016.

To apply visit our website

Senior Clerical Assistant (Permanent)
£16,369 - £17,866 pro rata Lochgilphead Ref: DVB00106

28 hours per week, Monday to Friday

Senior Clerical Assistant (Permanent)
£16,369 - £17,866 Lochgilphead Ref: DVB00107

Shell� sh Sampling Of� cer (Temporary)
£18,431 - £19,581 Oban Ref: DVP00111

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected at Oban Lorn and Isles area office Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, between 09:00-12.30 and 13.30- 
17:00hrs Monday to Friday and 10:00-12:30 and 13:30-17:00hrs on Wednesday or at the Mid Argyll Kintyre and Isles area office 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 
8RD between 09:00 – 17:00hrs Monday to Friday and at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk  

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/00953/PP Erection of lattice telecommunications tower (overall structure height 11 metres) 
and associated works

Land West Of Lochbuie House Lochbuie 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute  

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

16/01018/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Keils Caravan Craighouse Isle Of Jura 
Argyll And Bute PA60 7XG 

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse Isle 
of Jura

16/00907/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Plot 4 Ardmor Road Salen Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA72 6JL

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

16/01032/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and ancillary workshop/studio. Installation of sewage 
treatment plant, heat source pump and formation of new vehicular access

Land 80 Metres West Of Kilona Isle Of 
Iona Argyll And Bute PA76 6SP  

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Iona

16/00373/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land 206 Metres North West Of Alastair 
Annies Lower Kilchattan Isle Of Colonsay 
Argyll And Bute PA61 7YR 

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Colonsay

16/00910/PP Erection of replacement garage Gunns Garage Tynribbie Appin Argyll And 
Bute PA38 4DB 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

16/00930/PP Change of use of existing buildings to form commercial horse riding centre Land South East Of Balinoe House 
Balephuil Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute 
PA77 6UE

Tiree Area Office

16/00973/PP Erection of lattice telecommunications tower (overall structure height 11 metres) 
and associated works

Land South East Of Mansefield 
Kinlochspelve Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute  

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

16/01036/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land Adjacent To Maravaig Pattullo Lane 
Tobermory Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA75 6AF

Tobermory Area 
Office

16/01076/PPP Renewal of planning permission 13/01904/PPP - Site for the erection of 2 
dwellinghouses

Land North East Of Dunmhairi Kilchrenan 
Argyll And Bute   

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

16/00970/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, including demolition of existing ruins and installation 
of private drainage system

Traigh Chrionaig 5 Ruaig Isle Of Tiree 
PA77 6TR  

Tiree Area Office

16/00954/LIB Removal of 3 no dormers, 1 no chimney (3), increase in height of chimney (2) and 
re-slating of Victorian wing

Ardchattan Priory Ardchattan Oban Argyll 
And Bute PA37 1RQ 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications within 21 days of this advert.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.  Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a 
public document and will be published on our website.  Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.  A weekly list of all applications can 
be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO REMOVE SECTION OF ROADWAY AT KILBOWIE, OBAN FROM THE LIST OF 
PUBLIC ROADS
Argyll and Bute Council, as Local Roads Authority for Argyll and Bute, hereby gives notice of its intention to exercise the powers conferred by Section 1(4) of the Roads 
(Scotland) Act 1984 to delete from its List of Public Roads the section of road, part of Road Number 116, Kilbowie Housing Scheme Road comprising the section of the 
branch road which extends from the western side of the existing cattle grid in a northerly direction to the slipway, a distance of approximately 70 yards, and including 
the turning areas of that branch road.

A plan showing the section of road to which this notice relates may be inspected at the offices of Argyll and Bute Council at Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban, 
PA34 4AW by any person, free of charge, during normal office hours, during a period of twenty eight days following the publication of this notice. 

Within said period of twenty eight days from the publication of this notice, any person, by written notice to the undernoted, (quoting reference CGR/DK/ 1(4) Notice), 
may make representations in relation to the proposed removal of said section of road from the List of Public Roads.

Charles Reppke, Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT
25 April 2016

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (PART OF CORE PATH C433(A) SOUTH OF OBAN HIGH SCHOOL, 
OBAN) STOPPING UP AND DIVERSION ORDER 2016
Argyll and Bute Council hereby gives notice that on 27 April 2016 it confirmed as unopposed the Order made under Section 208 of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997 to be known as “The Argyll and Bute Council (Part of Core Path C433(a) South of Oban High School, Oban) Stopping Up and Diversion Order 
2016 (hereinafter referred to as “the Order”) authorising the stopping up of part of Core Path reference C433(a) South of and next to Oban High School, Oban, and its 
diversion along the closely adjacent alternative routes all as shown by the Plans forming Schedule Part I annexed and subscribed as relative to the Order. The footpath 
will be stopped up and diverted along the said alternative routes all as more particularly referred to in the Schedule Part 2 annexed and subscribed as relative to the 
Order. The stopping up and diversion of the footpath is necessary to enable the development comprising generally the construction of the new school permitted under 
Planning Permission reference 15/00932/PP granted under Part III of the said Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 to be carried out in accordance with the 
said planning permission. 

A copy of the confirmed Order and relevant Plans contained in the Schedule Part 1 showing the footpath to be stopped up and the alternative routes along which it 
will be diverted and other information contained in the Schedule Part 2 may be inspected at the offices of Argyll and Bute Council, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, 
Oban, PA34 4AW, by any person, free of charge, within normal office hours following the appearance of this advertisement.

CHARLES REPPKE, Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RT
27 April 2016

COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY
Councillor Roddy McCuish (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Councillor McCuish will be holding a surgery on Friday 6th May 2016 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 1.30pm – 4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email – Roderick.McCuish@argyll-bute.gov.uk and by telephone 01631 567854.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Lorn Medical Centre, Oban
We are looking for someone with excellent 
communication and organisational skills 

to join our Practice Team.  
You will be expected to communicate and 
liaise with patients, clinical staff and other 
members of the wider health care team. 
The post will be full time to cover the 

opening hours of the Practice.  Please 
apply with a CV and covering letter to:

Mairi Dunnings
Practice Manager

Lorn Medical Centre
Soroba Road, Oban PA34 4HE 

by 16 May 2016.
For further information, please phone 

01631 563175.

Oban Distillery Visitor Centre, a fi ve star 
Scottish Tourist Board attraction and the 
home of Oban Single Malt Whisky, are looking 
to recruit Temporary Seasonal Guides to 
carry out tours of the Distillery for visitors.
We are looking to recruit confi dent individuals 
who possess a high standard of communication 
and customer service skills with the ability to 
work within a team.  
We are recruiting for temporary full-time and 
part-time Sat/Sun roles.
Interested candidates should call Andrea 
Verrall, Brightwork on 0141 272 8104 or email 
your CV to andrea.verrall@brightworkltd.com.  
Interviews will be held locally.
Brightwork Ltd offers the services of an 
employment agency for permanent work and an 
employment business for temporary work.

Temporary 
Seasonal Guides - £8.01

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes



BROWN JENNY DONKEY 
4 years Irish bred, passported 
and chipped.  Still a little shy 
but leads easily,  £300 Tele-
phone 01631 564085  or 
07990 731845².

 FIREARMS
SHOTGUN AND ACCES-
SORIES Baikal o/u 12 bore, 
double trigger shotgun with 
cleaning kit, ear protectors and 
canvas carrying case, £120.  
250 x 12 bore shotgun car-
tridges and leather cartridge 
belt, £50.  Metal, double lock, 
5 gun storage cabinet, £100.  
Spring-loaded clay pigeon 
launcher, £30.  All in good 
condition.  FAC holders only for 
gun and cartridges Telephone 
07770 741782 Campbeltown..

 FURNITURE
BEDROOM FURNITURE 
Stag Minstrel solid mahogany 
single wardrobe, 5ft head-
board c/w drawers, dressing 
table c/w mirror & tall chest. 
VG condition,  £450 Telephone 
01546 603923².
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£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100
MALTESE 
TERRIER/

BICHON FRISE

Puppies beautiful fl uffy 
little white balls of fun, both 
parents loved family pets 

and can be seen.

£575each
Telephone 07771 

930975 (Stirlingshire).

THANK YOU 
To my family, friends and 
neighbours for the lovely 

fl owers, gifts, cards and phone 
calls on my angel reward.

Margaret MacLeod
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CHIMNEY SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Roofl ine 
Fascias, Soffi ts & Gutters

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGEMOBILITYBLINDS

BUSINESS CARDS

Kieran 
Lots of love 
Mum, Dad, 

Niamh and Isla 
xxx

Happy 21st 
Birthday

PERSONALS

 BABY EQUIPMENT
SILVER CROSS Simplicity 
Baby Car Seat with adaptors. 
Excellent condition,  £70 
Telephone 07876 403556.
SILVER CROSS changing 
bag to match Wayfarer/
Pioneer/Surf Travel System, 
black. Excellent condition,  
£20 Telephone 07876 
403556.

 BUILDING / DIY
ACROW PROPS adjustable 
steel builders Acrow props. 
7 available max height 3.1m 
min height 1.7m,  £15 Tele-
phone 01631 750135.
BATHROOM SHOWER 
PANEL 1.4x1.2 metres 
restated waterproof wall 
panel, glitter effect, from 
Homebase.  Also some off 
cuts,  £5 Telephone 01631 
720366.
STEEL REINFORCING 
BARS 16mm thick 7m long 
can cut to size. 50p per 
metre Telephone 01631 
750135.
UPVC DOOR & FRAME 
white with handles, 5 point 
lock, keys, central opaque 
glass panel, inward left 
opening Frame H 2.1m W 
1.1m,  £50 Telephone 01631 
750135.

 CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

AQUAROLL & WASTEMAS-
TER   Aquaroll £20, Was-
temaster & cover £30. Both 
good clean condition. Buy 
both for £40,  £ Telephone 
01631 770698.
CAMPING SATELITTE 
TV KIT Freesat box, dish 
mount, coax cable, remote. 
Complete freesat kit,  £15 
Telephone 01631 770698.

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250

NISSAN MICRA for spares 
or repair. X reg. Low 
mileage for year, decent 
tyres, part service history, 
receipts available,  £99 ono 
Telephone 01546 600041 
after 7pm.
VOLVO XC70/V70 FRONT 
SPRING from 2006 xc70, 
spare after replacing pair 
of springs,  £10 Telephone 
01631 770698.

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

V-NECK JUMPER by Gab-
icci. Wool, burgundy, gent’s 
small. Unsuitable gift but 
totally unblemished,  £20 
Telephone 01475 726360.
V-NECK JUMPER wool 
by Gabicci. Brown, gent’s 
small. Unsuitable gift but 
totally unblemished,  £20 
Telephone 01475 726360.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

PRINTER Epson Stylus 
SX130 series, used twice,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
562750².

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

FRIDGE FREEZER Bosch, 
medium size, 155cms x 
44cms x 59cms, can be 
seen working,  £80 Tele-
phone 01852 316041 or 
07909 817294.

 DOMESTIC PETS
BLACK COCKER SPANIEL 
PUPPIES two girls, one 
boy.  Mother/ father can 
be seen,  £600 Telephone 
07979 813577².

NEST OF TABLES three 
wooden tables, beech 
colour, size of largest height 
45cms, width 55cms, depth 
35cms, no marks, excellent 
condition,  £19.95 Telephone 
01631 565142.
SINGLE PINE BED without 
mattress.  Great condition,  
£30 Telephone 01546 
602684.
SOFA - 3 SEATER Ektorp 
from IKEA. Sage green and 
complete set of red covers 
too, good condition,  £50 
Telephone 07760 434908.

 GARDEN
TOP SOIL loaded into your 
trailer or tipper lorry,  FREE 
Telephone 01631 564848 
Call Offi ce Hours.

 GARDEN 
MACHINERY

HEDGE CLIPPERS ( CORD-
LESS ) Bosch AHS L1 with 
charger and instructions in 
box.  Cost £80 , only used 
twice , as new,  £39 Tele-
phone 01631 710100.

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

DIMPLEX ELECTRIC coal 
effect fi re, fan heat, vgc,  £50 
Telephone 01631 564293.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and Pink 
colours in stock available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
CURTAINS 90” x 90”, fully 
lined, as new, beige/taupe,  
£45 Telephone 01631 
562750².

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

ESSE RANGE COOKER 
Esse C+ kerosene fi red 
range cooker dark green. 
heats water and radiators, 
working condition. Buyer col-
lects, nr Campbeltown,  £99 
Telephone 07747 620761.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BINOCULARS Meade 10 x 
50,  £35 Telephone 01631 
562750².
HOTSTIX Babyliss electric 
hotstix,  £20 Telephone 
01631 562750².

 LOST AND FOUND
CAR KEY LOST car key lost 
in the vicinity of the Ardshiel 
Hotel on 4th April.  If found 
please contact Liz Telephone 
01586 820263.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS, featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 

most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGH-
LAND CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE
SMARTWAVE 8’ DINGHY 
rowing/outboard polypropo-
lene, double skinned, 45kg, 
with oars, good order,  £350 
Telephone 01397 772522 
Corpach or 07900 447995².

 MARINE UNDER £250
100 LITRE FUEL TANKS 2 x 
100 Ltr, Port & Starb fi t, fuel 
level sensors, water separa-
tors, fi tted seats on top. Good 
condition. Collect only,  £99 
Telephone 01866 822597.
25 LITRE FUEL TANK metal 
with fuel connector. Collect 
only,  £10 Telephone 01866 
822597.
HORSE SHOE LIFE JACKET 
yellow with stainless steel fi t-
ting bracket, emergency fl oat 
light. Second one, brown with 
fi tting bracket free. Collect 
only,  £15 Telephone 01866 
822597.

RUBBER DINGHY Yamaha 
265s for spares or repair, 
for full details please con-
tact,  £50 Telephone 01852 
316041 or 07909 817294.

 MISCELLANEOUS
CCTV SYSTEM 1TB hard 
drive, one new hand drive, 
two new external cameras, 
three dummy cameras,  
£99.99 Telephone 07456 
434363 or 07552 085839.
DINNER SET 14 piece, por-
celain by Apilco of France. 
Black with gold edging. VG 
condition,  £40 Telephone 
01475 726360.

 MOBILE AND HOME 
TELEPHONES

CORDLESS PHONE Gigas-
et,  £10 Telephone 01631 
562750².

 MOBILITY
WALKING AID four wheeled,  
£35 Telephone 01631 
562750².

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

MOTORCYCLE LEATH-
ERS Hein Gericke Ladies 
Motorcycle Leathers Size 8. 
Two part, zip together. Good 
condition,  £60 Telephone 
07966 435245.

 PET ACCESSORIES
PETMATE DOG CRATE Sky 
Kennel Ultra dog transporter, 
grey plastic with chromed 
wire door, vents all sides 
H63cm L80cm W56cm,  £50 
Telephone 01631 750135.

 POULTRY
PULLETS Skye pure pullets, 
black or brown. Telephone 
01470 572213.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PAPER & CARD A4/A3 
size, sold in reams or by 
the box, ideal for copiers, 
lasers and fax machines. 
Contact Krisp Print. Tele-
phone 01586 554975.
RAFFLE TICKETS For your 
prize draw, numbered and 
perforated to your require-
ments. From Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 TICKETS FOR SALE
OBAN LIVE OVER18 full 2 
day ticket, 10% discounted 
price,  £47 Telephone 
07789 488805².

FERRIS 
IS4500Z

2006 Zero-turn 
mower.  Diesel 61” 
cut rear discharge.  

706 hours, 
excellent condition

 £3000plus VAT 
Telephone

01880 770209
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C O N D I T I O N S  O F  A C C E P TA N C E  F O R 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and 
conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements in 
all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media 
Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein 
or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice 
and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any 
particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to 
be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax 
or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by 
the Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, 
the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in 
full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts 
and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the 
Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed 
that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or 
such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) 
of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in 
which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the 
event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall 
the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price 
paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify 
the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as the result of 
legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a 
series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on 
acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be 
due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed 
on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher 
may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is 
paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment 
levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the 
discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the 
Post Offi ce. http://termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Thought for the week

‘But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run and not be 

weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.’
Isaiah 40:31

THE other day I was 
walking the dog  by the 
shores of Loch Etive. 

It was windy, but sunny, 
not too uncommon for 
the area! Soaring above 
me were two buzzards 
which are resident in the 
area. 

As I watched them 
gliding, swooping, turn-
ing and what looked like 
stopping in mid air as 
they caught thermals, I 
could not help but wonder 
at the ease of their flight. 

Their wings never 
flapped but were held out 
wide as they were taken 
by the currents. 

No energy was expend-
ed by them to enjoy the 
freedom they were expe-
riencing.  

The verse in Isaiah came 
to mind...they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles...
which was God’s promise 
to all who wait upon the 
Lord, who listen for His 
voice, who trust in Him 
enough to move when He 

says move and wait when 
He says wait. When we 
reach that point in our 
lives of fully trusting Him 
for everything, then we 
also will rise above life’s 
distractions and difficul-
ties. 

Not in our strength, but 
in His alone. This is His 
promise.

Stuart Chalmers
fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

MARRIAGES

CUMMING - CACACE - 
On Sunday April 10, 2016 
at St. Andrews Church, 
Bearsden by Monsignor 
Ryan, Veronica, elder 
daughter of Ian Cumming, 
Oban and Marion and 
Paul Shaw, Renfrew to 
Dario, elder son of Antonio 
and Catherine Cacace, 
Milngavie. A wonderful day 
shared by family and friends.

DEATHS

BLACK - Peacefully at Lorn 
& Islands Hospital, Oban 
surrounded by his family, on 
Tuesday April 26, 2016, in 
his 86th year, Donald Black 
(Donnie), beloved husband 
of Jean, dearly loved father 
of Carol and Andrew, 
grandfather of Mark, Karen 
and Kenneth, grandfather-in-
law of Jennifer and Kenneth, 
beloved papa Donnie to 
Siobhan, Kenneth, Jodie, 
Jenna and Isla, dear brother 
of Maimie, Hughie and the 
late Margaret, Archie, James 
and Allan.
CLARK - Suddenly on 
April 28, 2016, aged 68 
years, Alexander McDonald 
Clark (Alex), much loved 
husband to Elizabeth (Liz), 
beloved father to Heather, 
grampa to Charlie and step 
dad to Jacqueline and the 
late Karen. 
HILL - Peacefully at home 
on April 28, 2016, aged 97 
years, Frances MacGlashan 
Fettes, beloved wife of the 
late Dr Robert Hill, mother 
of David, Julia and Ian, 
grandmother and great-
grandmother. Funeral will 
take place at Kilbrandon 
Church, Balvicar on Friday 
May 6 at 1.00 pm. Family 
fl owers only please. Retiring 
collection/donations if 
desired for Marie Curie 
Cancer Care.
HUMPHREY - On April 
27, 2016, peacefully at her 
beloved home, Seileach 
Mor, Inveraray, after an 
illness fought with great 
courage and determination, 
Eileen Edith Humphrey, 
(née Billings), in her 81st 
year, devoted wife of the 
late Ernie, and a dearly 
loved friend and neighbour 
of many. Together Eternally. 
Funeral service at Inveraray 
Parish Church, on Friday 
May 6, at 12.00 noon, 
interment thereafter at Glen 
Shira Cemetery, to which 
all friends are respectfully 
invited. Flowers welcome, 
donations if desired, to 
Inveraray Parish Church.
MACDONALD - 
Peacefully after a short 
illness at Raigmore Hospital, 
Inverness on May 1, 2016, 
Barbara Jean (Baffi e), 3 
Ardsheal View, Kentallen, 
beloved wife of the late 
Alasdair MacDonald and 
much loved sister of Isobel, 
Margaret and Agnes. 
Funeral service to be held 
at St Adamnan’s Episocopal 
Church, Duror on Monday 
May 9, at 1.30pm then 
afterwards to Duror 
Cemetery.
MACDONALD - At the 
Lynn of Lorne Care Home 
on April 28, 2016, Catherine 
Lamont of Taynuilt and 
Tiree, wife of the late John 
MacDonald.
Funeral on Thursday May 5, 
at 2pm in Muckairn Church, 
Taynuilt.

MACLEAN - Captain 
Eoghainn James of 
Scarinish, Tiree, and 
Glasgow. Peacefully, after 
a long illness, at Queen 
Elizabeth University 
Hospital on April 28, 2016. 
Beloved husband of Anne, 
father of Niall, Sheumais, 
Eoghainn and Calum, as well 
as dear grandfather to Iona, 
Eoghainn, Calum, Lachlan, 
Cameron and Kelvin. Will be 
sorely missed. Celebration 
of his life at St Columba 
Gaelic Church, St Vincent 
Street, Glasgow, G2 5RU, at 
noon on Saturday May 7 and 
afterwards at Blythswood 
Square Hotel, G2 5AD. 
Burial service at Soroby 
Cemetery, Isle of Tiree, on 
Monday May 9 at 1pm. All 
very welcome.
McGILLIVRAY - Don. 
Peacefully at home on May 
3, 2016 with his family 
around him, dearly loved 
husband of Sheena, loving 
father of Linda, Yvonne 
and Fiona and a much loved 
papa.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

MACINTYRE - Neil, 
Jennifer, Charles and family 
would like to express thanks 
to all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for the kind 
expressions of sympathy 
shown to them on their recent 
sad loss of their much loved 
mother. To Dr. Jespersen, Dr. 
MacLennan and community 
nurses at Lorn Medical 
Centre whose support was 
invaluable and enabled mum 
to remain at home. To Rev. 
Dugald Cameron for a warm 
and comforting service. To 
Catriona and all at Hamish 
Hoey for their kindness, 
effi cient and professional 
arrangements. To Moreen 
Gracie for the beautiful 
fl owers. The Glen for their 
hospitality and to all those 
who travelled so far to 
attend.

MEMORIAMS 

CLARK - Thomas Goldie. 
In loving memory of my 
dear uncle Tom, who died at 
Kilninian, Isle of Mull, May 
4, 2009.
Greatly loved and missed
He is in our hearts forever.
- From loving niece Mary 
and her husband Bobby.
DEMPSTER - In 
everlasting memory of a 
much loved husband, father 
and pappy Donald John, 
who passed away April 30, 
2011, also remembering 
with love Robert Dempster, 
who passed away on May 
23, 2010.
They say it’s a beautiful 
journey
From the old world to the 
new
One day we’ll take that 
journey
Just to be with you.
- Jessie, John, Marie, Cathy 
and Donald John and all the 
Dempster family at home 
and away.
JOHNSTON - George, May 
3, 1989, beloved husband, 
father and grandfather.
Always with us.
- Bridget and family.
MACARTHUR - In loving 
memory of my father Jimmy, 
died May 5 and my granny 
Chrissie, died May 20, 1996.
Always remembered.
- Duncan.

MACKAY - In loving 
memory of our mum and 
gran Nan MacKay, died May 
10, 2012.
Gone are the days we used 
to share
But in our hearts you’re 
always there.
- Violet, Hugh and families.
MACKINNON - Treasured 
memories of my dear 
Granny, Dolina Marnoch, 
taken on May 4, 2006, and 
much too soon.
I hold you close within my 
heart
And there you must remain
To walk with me throughout 
my life 
Until we meet again.
Loved still and forever 
mourned, rest peacefully 
Granny, in your quiet spot 
above the whins.
- The Boy.
MACLEOD - Margaret 
(Rita), mum, gran and great-
gran who died May 10, 2005.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Sandra, Denis and family.
McAFFER - Fondest
memories of a dear uncle
John, who passed away May
4, 2009. Also a dear mum 
and
granny Annie, who passed
away May 15, 1990.
Always in our thoughts and
sadly missed.
- Dugie, Teen, Angela and
Alexander.
SHAW - In loving memory 
of Jessie Shaw died May 6, 
2014.
Gone but not forgotten.
- Len and Joan.
STEELE - Loving memories 
of our dad Ian, who died 
May 9, 1984.
- Morag and Alan.
STOTT - Remembering 
always a dear mum and 
granny Christina, died May 
6, 1987.
Always in our thoughts.
- Rosemary, Ewen and 
family, Spean Bridge.
TAYLOR - Remembering 
always with love my darling 
husband William, who 
passed away May 5, 1992.
Memories keep me closer
We are never far apart
For William you are always 
on my mind
And forever in my heart
- Violet.
TAYLOR - Treasured 
memories of a loving dad 
and grandpa William, who 
passed away on May 5, 
1992.
In our hearts your memory 
lingers
Sweetly, tender, fond and 
true
There is not a day that passes 
dad
That we do not think of you.
- Shaun, Tony, Steven and 
families.

AN OBAN under 35-year-
old collected one of four 
trophies at the Argyll 
Federation Women’s Rural 
Institutes’ bi-annual show 
in Campbeltown, writes 
Mark Davey.

The Oban branch won the 
Banner for Foursomes Best 
Entry.

Also at the event in 
Victoria Hall last Saturday, 
Claire Smalley won the Mrs 
A D MacInnes trophy for 
the most points in the un-
der 35s section, joining two 
other Oban prize winners.

Fiona MacCullum won 
the Badden trophy, for spe-
cial competition best entry 

of four pieces: polymer 
clay, stump work, which is 
raised embroidery, a child’s 
jumper and a quilling item.

The Kilmartin Cup for 
best knitwear by a 60-year-
old or over was won by 
Oban’s J McLean and the 
town was second in the 
Medium Institute Shield 
with 845½.

The trophy was won by 
Kilmore and District with 
979½ and Bellochantuy 
third on 470½.

In other results: 
Kintyre’s Southend’s 

619 points won the Large 
Institute Shield with Appin 
second on 296.

Kilmichael Glassary’s 431 
points won the Small Insti-
tute Shield, 2 303 Clachan 
and 3 288 Largieside.

Poltalloch Trophy for the 
best entry in knitting: 1 
Lochgilphead and 2 Bello-
chantuy.

Poltalloch Cup for best 
design: A C Campbell, 
Taynuilt. Rita Lindsay 
Trophy (Handcraft Guild): 
B J Aston, Benderloch. 

J McKenzie Trophy 
Housewives Guild) and 
Kilbride Trophy (Small 
Arrangement) Eve Taylor, 
Southend. 

Oatt’s Trophy for art A 
Craig, Strachur. Allardyce 

Trophy for photography: 
Jane Darby, Kilmore and 
district. Federation trophy 
for literature: K MacDon-
ald, Kilmichael Glassary. 

Houston trophy for 
community best entry: 
Southend; Flowers trophy 
for large arrangement: 
A Stewart Kilmore and 
district. 

B McInness Rose Bowl for 
best exhibit in community: 
Mary Cameron, Southend. 

M Ferguson prize chair-
man’s choice: Linda Bryce 
Bellochantuy and J Mc-
Callum trophy most points 
in housewives: Marion 
Warnock, Southend.

Oban quadruple triumph in 
Rural’s bi-annual Argyll show

Trophy winners at the bi-annual show held in Campbeltown this year. 25_c19federation01_trophywinners
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Visit our website at www.ethornton.co.uk

(01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

E Thornton & Co proudly 
support the 2016 

Oban Rotary Am-Am 
17 - 19 Lochside Street, Oban PA34 4HP

Halfway 
Filling Station

Dunbeg By Oban

Proud to sponsor the 

2016 Annual Golf 

Am-Am event

Loch Etive House, Connel, Argyll PA37 1PH  

Tel: 01631 710 509

All types of building 
work undertaken

We are proud to support 
Oban Rotary Am Am

NHBC Registered Builders

www.northwestmarine.co.uk
Tel: 01631 565740 / 565652  Fax: 01631 565780

email: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk

Proud to support 
Oban Rotary Am Am 2016

pleased to support 
Oban Rotary Am Am

For reservations call 01631 720777
www.hawthorn-restaurant.co.uk

THE HAWTHORN 
RESTAURANT
BENDERLOCH

The Community Charity Shop

MacQueen
SELF STORAGE LTD

AND

are very pleased to sponsor the Rotary Club 

and Glencruitten Golf Club in their marvellous 

community fund raising Am-Am Competition

The Community Charity Shop
The White Building, 
North Pier, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 5QD
Tel: 01631 564848
Opening hours Mon-Sat 10am-4pm

Tel: 01631 564848    Email: info@macqueenbros.com

Your donations of bric-a-brac and furniture make this 
shop an invaluable asset to our community

Albany Chambers
Albany Street, Oban, Argyll 

T: 01631 562169
F: 01631 565959

E: mail@simmers.co.uk

Your local fi rm providing the 
full range of professional business 

and personal accountancy and 
taxation services to meet the 
demands of today’s complex 
fi nancial and business world. 

Wishing the Rotary Club AM AM 
a successful event this year

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Proud to continue sponsoring 
the Oban Am Am

 Tel: 01631 562233
email: oban@uagroup.co.uk

OBAN Rotary’s principal fundrais-
ing event is its annual Golf AmAm, 
which traditionally is played on the 
first Sunday in June. 

Funds raised from the event 
are utilised in support of local 
good causes, with an emphasis on 
youth-orientated activities, such as 
supporting primary and high school 
trips, junior golf development, shin-
ty/football coaching, as well as con-
tributing to the new children’s play 
area at Atlantis Leisure Centre. 
Funds have also been committed 
recently to Oban High School in 
support of staff initiatives there in 
regard to the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award scheme, which is increasing-
ly being regarded as an important 
adjunct to academic qualifications. 

In addition to this, Oban Rotary 
continues to support Mary’s Meals, 
which is a well known local charity 
delivering meals to children in 
under developed countries, as well 
as contributing to the local Senior 
Citizens Dinner. 

Funds from the 2015 AmAm also 
enabled Rotary to make a contri-
bution towards the acquisition of 
a therapeutic chair for the local 
hospice; help with the renewal of 
the tennis courts at Atlantis and 
support the Highlands and Islands 
Music and Dance Festival. 

Its single biggest spend for 2015/16 
was to co-fund the purchase of a 
special bicycle to aid the mobility of 
a disabled local teenager.

Very recently, however,. Oban 
Rotary through its AmAm funds 
contributed £1,000 to the Roses 

Trust which is an outdoors centre 
based on the Isle of Mull that helps 
develop and support under-privi-
leged and disadvantaged children 
(see story far right). 

Oban Rotary can reasonably claim 
that its dispersal of AmAm funds 
is diverse. This year will see Oban 
Rotary complete its 31st successive 
AmAm. 

The idea for an AmAm came 
about as a result of a friendship 
between Oban Rotarian Terry Mac-
nair and Roy and Shirley Erskine, 
who are the grandparents of Andy 
and Jamie Murray, the internation-
ally renowned tennis players.

This led to an invitation from 

Dunblane Rotary to send a team 
of four to their inaugural AmAm, 
and on the team’s return it was 
decided that Oban Rotary could 
do likewise, hence the birth of the 
Oban AmAm.

From fairly modest beginnings, 
Oban Rotary’s Golf AmAm has 
grown in strength each year, with 
more than £155,000 having been 
raised to date for local good causes. 
This figure will go well beyond 
£160,000 after this year’s event. 
The event now has in excess of 
100 sponsors, with in the region 
of 180/200 players competing for 
various prizes.

As Rotary is a voluntary organ-

isation, expenses relating to the 
AmAm are kept to a minimum and 
another important feature is that in 
distributing funds locally, Rotary 
is especially effective in providing 
support at levels which are perhaps 
lower than that considered by the 
larger charities.

Oban Rotary’s Golf AmAm at-
tracts teams from outside the town; 
indeed a team from Glasgow has 
been a regular participant for some 
years now.

Oban Rotary is grateful to its spon-
sors for their generous support and in 
particular to participating teams who 
in most cases are paying for the priv-
ilege of playing on their own course.

Rotary on course for 31st AmAm, 
raising funds to help local community

Allan MacLeod Business Banking Manager, Bank of Scotland, hands over a cheque for £500 to Rotary President Ken Moncrie�  for this year’s AmAm. The bank 
has supported the annual event since its inception 31 years ago.

Oban Rotary members, led by club President Ken Moncrie� , gathered at Glencruitten Golf Club last Saturday to start 
preparations for this year’s Golf Charities Day (AmAm). Joining them is a group of golfers from Liverpool who visit 

Oban on a regular basis to play at Glencruitten.
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Oban Rotary and S&S Services 
join forces to help Argyll 
youngsters
JOHN Spicer of S & S Services, a long-time supporter 
of Oban Rotary Club’s annual charity golf AmAm 
tournament, recently handed over a £300 cheque 
to AmAm convener Iain MacIntyre in support of this 
year’s event.

Money raised annually by the AmAm helps support 
a number of local causes with the organisation re-
cently contributing £1,000 from AmAm funds to the 
Roses Charitable Trust.

This will go towards a new mini bus, which is es-
sential to the trust’s operations. S & S Services was 
instrumental in acquiring the vehicle for the trust at 
favourable terms.

The Roses Charitable Trust is based at Tavool House 
Outdoor Centre on Mull. Its aim is to support and de-
velop disadvantaged and vulnerable young people 
by delivering challenging, personal development 
outdoor activity courses to groups, including young 
carers and young people from areas experiencing 
acute issues of deprivation and social exclusion.

The trust has recently bene� ted from a run of local 
fundraising success. On top of the donation from 
Oban Rotary, it has also received  £5,000 from the 
Crerar Hotels Trust and £9,285 from the Big Lottery 
Awards for All.

The grant from the Crerar Hotels Trust will be used 
to help keep delivering group work to young people 
and the Awards for All grant will buy technology 
equipment to deliver IT training to young people 
attending courses on Mull. 

Jane Sayer, company secretary of the Roses Charita-
ble Trust, said: ‘We are delighted to receive such gen-
erous support from these organisations. It is a great 
start to our season and will help us to develop and 
continue to deliver our highly-regarded courses to 
many deserving young people from across Scotland.’ 

The latest group to attend a Roses Project course 
was from Oban High School. 

Mr Champion and Miss Speirs took 14 pupils on 
a residential trip to Mull. The focus was on devel-
oping respect, resilience and resolve. Many pupils 
surpassed their own expectations and pushed them-
selves beyond their perceived limits. 

Miss Speirs said: ‘The kids had a brilliant experience 
and got a lot out of the week.’ 

One young person attending the course said that 
he trusted people more now and feels more con� -
dent, while another summed up her week saying it 
was ‘amazing, fun and scary’.

John Spicer of S&S Services presents the cheque 
to Iain MacIntyre of Oban Rotary Club.

A SUBARU 
CAN.

WHEN YOUR CAR CAN’T.

CONTACT US TO FIND OUT MORE

£17,495OTR

For the Impreza 1.6i RC

SUBARU SYMMETRICAL AWD
FROM

SUBARU RANGE Fuel consumption in mpg (l/100km): Urban 20.2-41.5 (14.0-6.8); Extra Urban 33.6-61.4 (8.4-4.6); Combined 27.2-52.3 (10.4-5.4). CO2 Emissions 140-242 g/km. MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative 
purposes and may not reflect real driving results. For model specific figures please contact S & S Services or visit www.subaru.co.uk
†Every vehicle marketed by Subaru (UK) Ltd, excluding WRX STI, is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch 
driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. OTR price includes VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration fee. Prices correct at time of going to print.

S & S Services
8 Old Bridge Road, Heathfield, Ayr,  KA8 9SX

Telephone: 01292 844294
www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
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Youth football

LAST weekend’s results: 

Kilpatrick 0, Under 13s 5. Saints 

scorers were Aaron MacKay (2), 

Jamie Forgrieve (2) and Aidan 

MacPhee. Under 14s 7, White-

craigs 0. On target for Saints 

were Rory Dowd (3), Cameron 

Kerr (2), Thomas White and 

Keir MacLean. League Cup 

final - Ardencaple 2, Under 15s 

2 after extra time. Scoring for 

Saints were Martin Rennie and 

Lewis Buchanan. Saints won 

2-0 on penalties. Penalty scorers 

were Daniel MacCuish and 

Daniel MacMillan. 

Oban Saints youth 

results and � xtures

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, June 11, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES Chain, shackles, buoys all 

available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press
: New pontoons 

recently i
nstalled b

y North We
st Marine 

at Kyle Lo
chboisdale

 for visit
ing yachts

  

Ardrishaig -5.35

Campbeltown -5.30

Crinan 
-0.47

Islay Port Ellen 2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25

Portree +0.55

Tobermory +0.16

Dover 
+5.30

Date   am    pm

Thur 00.37 3.3 06.58 1.3 13.15 3.0 19.21 1.3

Fri 02.00 3.3 08.07 1.2 14.30 3.1 20.32 1.2

Sat 03.03 3.5 09.09 1.1 15.24 3.3 21.37 1.1

Sun 03.56 3.6 10.02 1.0 16.09 3.5 22.32 0.9

Mon 04.42 3.7 10.49 0.9 16.51 3.7 23.22 0.9

Tues 05.24 3.8 11.32 0.8 17.30 3.8  **.**  *.*

Wed 00.08 0.8 06.02 3.8 12.14 0.7 18.09 3.9

Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 

Oban to Barra/South Uist 
Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree 
Moderate

Kennacraig to Islay 
Moderate

Thursday Cloudy

 Winds light westerly

 Temperatures 8°C to 13ºC.

Friday Cloudy with light rain showers

 Winds light north westerly

 Temperatures 8°C to 13ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday

Outlook Cloudy on Sunday

 Winds light north westerly

 Temperatures 7ºC to 12ºC.

WEATHER

FRIDAY

10

13

12

Saints announce 

pre-season games 

and tournaments

Swimming

Golf

Sailing

Oban Otters 

celebrate 40 years 

OBAN Otters is celebrating 

40 years of Learn to Swim and 

Competitive Swimming.

  And at this year’s annual 

swimming gala, on Sunday June 

14, there will be balloons, cake 

and lots of swimming! 

The group would like to hear 

from anyone who has taught or 

has swum for Oban Otters over 

the last 40 years. 

They want to commemorate 

this event by having a 40-year 

wall showing the group over 

its history.  To share stories or 

photos please e-mail them to 

obanotters@gmail.com

Oban Otters more recently 

organised a sponsored swim 

raising the grand total of £2,440. 

This money will go towards 

pool hire, teaching and training 

costs. 

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS: Oban Saints Under 15s travelled to Millburn Park, Alexandria, last Saturday 

to take on Ardencaple in the � nal of the Michael McGinley Shield. Both teams should take credit for 

playing some good football in horrendous weather conditions. The game � nished 2-2 after extra time 

with Saints’ goals coming from Martin Rennie and Lewis Buchanan. The game then went to a penalty 

shoot-out with Saints’ keeper, Cammy MacMillan, being the hero saving four Ardencaple penalties. 

Daniel MacCuish and Craig MacMillan netted from the spot to win the shield for the Oban youngsters 

much to the delight of the hardy band of Saints’ supporters who travelled to watch the � nal.

Penalty shoot-out win for Saints under 15s

OBAN Camanachd B were the 

winners of the Rotary Club of 

Oban Am Am held at Glencruit-

ten Golf Club on Sunday with 

a score of 92 points. In second 

place were Simply Shredding 

with a score of 89 points and 

Homebase third with 88 points.

 Results: First team prize and the 

Bank of Scotland Trophy - Oban 

Camanachd B - 92 points - An-

drew McCuish, Scott MacMillan, 

Garry Lord, James Macmillan. 

Second team prize and the Allan 

McDougall Trophy - Simply 

Shredding 89 points - Travis 

Smith, Garry McEwan, Callum 

MacPhee, David Ross. Third 

place and Angus Simpson Me-

WELL DONE: Winners of the Rotary Club of Oban Am Am held at Glencruitten golf club on

Sunday - Andrew McCuish, Scott MacMillan, Garry Lord, James MacMillan

Rotary AmAm 

raises £10,000 for 

local good causes
morial Trophy - Homebase - 88 

points - John Plunkett, Rab Blair, 

Kenny Devine, David Devine. 

 Leading Visiting Team - Loch-

aber Rotary All Stars - 85 points 

- Vincent Duncan, Brian O'Neill, 

Stewart Duncan, Brian A Stewart.

 Coloured Ball Competition – 

Oban Express with a net score 

of 59 – Gavin Owens, Cameron 

Milne, Craig McKenzie.

  Forty One teams took part in the 

competition which is held annu-

ally at Glencruitten and raised in 

excess of £10,000 for local good 

causes. 

CHIPPER: Al� e MacKenzie chipping at the 

fourth hole.

Camanachd ‘B’ team come out on top

TAKING PART: Rotary Club of Oban members and some of the participants pictured at the AmAm on Sunday

OBAN Saints senior team have 

announced the following  dates 

for pre-season friendlies and 

tournaments.

 Saturday July 11 - D & K 

Lafferty Tournament Mossfield 

Stadium and Glencruitten 

- Hearts first team, Dundee 

United under 20s, Hamilton 

Accies first team, St Johnstone 

under 20s Alloa Athletic first 

team and Oban Saints.

 Saturday July 18 - Vale of 

Leven Juniors at Glencruitten.

 Saturday July 25 - East 

Kilbride at Glencruitten.

 Saturday August 1 - Rhu 

Tournament - Rhu Amateurs, 

Greenock HSFP, Dumbarton 

Academy and Oban Saints.

 Saturday August 8 - Argyll 

and Bute Cup Tournament in 

Lochgilphead - Campbeltown 

Pupils, Oban Saints, Loch-

gilphead Red Star, Tarbert, 

Dunoon Amateurs, Dunoon 

Athletic, Rothesay Brandane 

and Oban Athletic.

DEAN Dunbar, accompanied 

by Cathy Winterton of Oban, 

has made a rare, if not the first, 

circumnavigation of Kerrera on a 

SUP, a stand up paddleboard. 

  With water temperatures hov-

ering between 8 and 10 degrees 

and with persistent winds, a 

paddleboard is hardly the mode 

of transport of choice in these 

parts as a swim is as inevitable as 

the next wave.  

 It is a sport that requires 

strength, skill and the balance of 

a tightrope walker.  Consider that 

Dean is blind and his achieve-

ment takes on a new level. 

 Having started at Oban Yacht 

Club on May 30, it took almost 

three hours battling against a 

headwind to clear the southern 

end of the Sound of Kerrera.  

 Both paddlers admitted they 

wouldn’t have got this far without 

the pressure of letting the other 

down. 
  ‘It was tough,’ said Dean, ‘three 

hours against wind, waves and 

tide meant three hours without 

rest.’ 
 Forty five minutes later they 

passed Bach Island and finally 

had assistance from all three 

elements. The complete circum-

navigation took just under six 

hours.
 Dean suffers from rod and 

cone dystrophy, a progressive 

disease that currently leaves him 

with only a blurred ring of light 

around the outside of his field of 

vision. Despite this he has tried 

and succeeded in a multitude of 

extreme sports. He picks a sport, 

finds a guide and then comes up 

with challenging but irresistible 

jority of his hundreds of hours of 

training is done alone once the 

venue has been memorised and 

orientation systems developed.

  His next outing on an SUP is 

under wraps but it will be bold 

and won’t involve hugging the 

coastline of a Scottish island.  

Check out www.extremedreams.

co.uk

Paddleboarding

ideas. He’s 

swum the Gulf 

of Corryvreck-

en, kayaked 

to Mingulay, 

skimmed the 

Alps on  a 

m i n i a t u r e 

p a r a g l i d e r 

and attempted 

to swim the 

channel. 
 All these 

require an 

a s s i s t a n t ’ s  

expertise  and 

full support 

from his GP 

wife, Rhona.  

  But the ma-
BRAVE MAN: Dean Dunbar with his assistant Cathy 

Winterton

Blind paddleboarder’s remarkable feat

as he circumnavigates Kerrera

OBAN Sailing Club’s annual 

town regatta takes place this 

weekend with the event open to 

all keelboats. Racing starts on 

Saturday afternoon with the fleet 

normally sailing outwith Oban 

Bay on a longer inshore race. 

 A barbecue will be laid on for 

everyone after the race finishes.  

 On Sunday there will be two 

races within the bay with the best 

viewing from Dungallan Parks. 

There will be classes for fast and 

slow handicap yachts with soup 

and sandwiches at the clubhouse 

on Sunday after the first race. 

 Further information is available 

from Colin Cupris, sailing 

secretary colin@ckupris.com

Town regatta

2015 Oban Rotary 

AmAm round-up
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Marine Grades Fasteners 
and Fixings, Welding 
and Abrasive Supplies, 
Nails, Screws, Fixings, 
Boating/Marine Supplies, 
Power Tools, Hand Tools, 
Adhesive Tapes, Chemicals 
and thousands more….

Fynepax is your one stop shop for just about 
anything anyone could need.
We deliver as close to us as Dumbarton, Clydebank, 
Drymen, Greenock, Helensburgh and as far as 
Dunoon, Oban, Inveraray to name a few.

T: 01389 733307   F: 01389 768933  
www.fynepax.co.uk

Adhesive Tapes, Chemicals 

SAIL AND COVER VALETING
NEW SAILS, COVERS, UPHOLSTERY, 

RIGGING, FURLING GEAR
RIG INSPECTION, 

TUNING AND SERVICE

Tralee Bay, Benderloch, by Oban, Argyll PA37 1QR
Tel: 01631 720485

Email: info@owensails.com

Enjoy the 
‘Fyne’ life at the 

Silvers Marine 
Scottish Series

THE SILVERS Marine Scottish Series will welcome 
more than 100 racing yachts to Tarbert, Loch Fyne, 

over the bank holiday weekend from Friday May 27 to 
Monday May 30.

Set on one of the most beautiful lochs in Scotland, this, the 42nd 
Scottish Series, is much more than just a yacht racing event – it has 

something for everyone both on and o�  the water.  
For many it’s a ‘must do’ weekend in the UK racing and social calendar.

The buzz of the event in the village of Tarbert and across at Portavadie 
provides a magnet of attraction for both locals and visitors. The in� ux 

of yachts, committee vessels and visitors by both sea and land and 
the accompanying shoreside activity makes it one of the busiest 

weekends in the year for the area and a destination in itself to enjoy.
The event on the water is organised by Clyde Cruising Club (CCC) 

and has Silvers Marine, the well known boatyard at Rosneath, 
as the title sponsor. The series o� ers a mix of CYCA and 

IRC handicap racing including CYCA white sail classes. 
With passage races and a white sail cruise in company 

from Largs, family and cruiser classes and the Round 
Inchmarnock race on Sunday, the Silvers Marine 

Scottish Series is set to attract a wide range 
of enthusiasts by o� ering racing at di� erent 

levels for four days or for just the passage 
races if preferred.

Tarbert Harbour

Tarbert Harbour Authority (THA) hosts 
the � eet at this pretty west coast 

port and an o� er of 20 per cent 
discount on berthing fees till May 

1 contributed to an early in� ux of 
entries.  Similar discount o� ers 
from Clyde Cruising Club 

and Clyde Challenger have 
also boosted the entry list 
to a higher number than 

previous years. 
Donna Mallen, business 
development o�  cer 
of THA, said they 
expected in the region 
of 130 racing boats 
as well as round 50 
committee, press 
and support vessels. 
She said: ’This is 
one of our busiest 
times of the year. 
It kickstarts the 
season and puts a 
lot of money into 
the village which 
is essential to 
our economy.’ 
For harbour 
master Donald 
M c A l l i s t e r 
this will be his 

All Scottish Series photographs by 
www.yachtingimages.co.uk



Tarbert 
Harbour & Village
Tarbert Harbour is a traditional 
� shing port situated at the heart of 
one of the most beautiful villages in 
Scotland. This west coast harbour 
is situated in Argyll and is naturally 
sheltered by an amphitheatre of 
hills and picturesque heritage 
village.

What makes Tarbert so special is the 
warm welcome from the friendly 
locals with a resident population 
of around 1,800 people, who 
encourage you to join in seasonal 
festivals such as the seafood festival, 
music festival, Viking festival and so 
much more.

Tarbert village has a bank, post 
o�  ce and is � lled with shops, 
galleries, bars and restaurants. It 
is predominantly famous for its 
fresh seafood and local produce, 
however, with its many festivals 
throughout the season it may well 
also earn the title ‘Festival Capital of 
Argyll’.

In addition to the � shing industry, 
Tarbert Harbour provides leisure 
yachting and boating facilities 
that can accommodate 160 � nger 
berths, 600 metres of parallel 

pontoon 
and more 
than 120 visiting 
vessels of various sizes. 
Facilities around the harbour also 
include a large recreation area 
and safe environment with picnic 
benches and BBQs. There is also an 
outdoor gym and games area and 
a pedestrian walkway that wraps 
all the way around this attractive 
harbour taking you safely to the 
village and local amenities. There’s 
a community marquee on the 
recreation area each season making 
it a perfect place for musters and 
social gatherings. On the pontoon 
there is access to water, electric and 
wi�  and there is a 24 hour shower 
and toilet block that also provides 
laundry equipment. Tarbert 
Harbour also has a Chandlery for 
gas and all your other boating 
requirements.

Tarbert, Argyll, is roughly 40 
nautical miles from the Clyde 
estuary, a perfect destination for 
a weekend sailing adventure up 
and around Loch Fyne or if you are 
sailing up through the Crinan Canal.

Social Scene
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second Scottish Series event. ‘We are all 
very much looking forward to welcoming 
the � eet. We hope everyone has fair winds 
and sunshine to race and sees the area at its 
most scenic best,’ he said. 
Mr McAllister added the THA team had a rough 
berthing plan which they would be asking yachts 
to adhere to on a � rst come, � rst served basis. With 
a new pontoon addition, the berthing area has 
been expanded and is now described as ‘second 
to none’ and all the boats in the harbour makes 
for a truly spectacular sight.  The harbour o�  ce 
can be contacted on 01880 820 344 or info@
tarbertharbour.co.uk.

Portavadie Marina

Across the water from Tarbert, Portavadie Marina 
is also a host port for competitors and guests 
complementing Tarbert. The marina is o� ering a 
regatta rate of £20 for competing boats. Marina 
and facilities operations manager Craig Cochran 
said: ‘Most of the accommodation is being taken 
up by yacht racing teams and we are open for 
business with all the other services we o� er. This 
includes our restaurants both in the main building 
and the lodge and the café at the leisure club.’ 
Portavadie now has an in� nity pool and range of 
spa treatments and leisure facilities o� ering a range 
of waterside accommodations and function areas. 
As well as being a Five Gold Anchors accredited 
marina, it is a � rst class resort destination in itself. 

Sponsorship attraction

As well as the main sponsors of the event – Silvers 
Marine and Tunnock’s - this year again sees Clyde 
Challenger attracting sailors in the white sail � eet 
who take part but not on a heavily competitive 
scale. Clyde Challenger o� ered a discount on 
entries in CYCA Classes 8 and 9 till the end of April 
2016 and all these boats now compete for the 
Clyde Challenger Trophy. 
This is awarded for the fastest aggregate time on 
handicap across the two passage races - Friday’s 
Largs to Tarbert race and Sunday’s Round 
Inchmarnock Race.
Scottish Series chairman David Denholm said: 
‘I’m delighted to welcome Clyde Challenger’s 
sponsorship. Racing for the Clyde Challenger 
Trophy traditionally involves families as well 
as lightly crewed boats and o� ers everyone 
the chance to be involved with competing in 
Scotland’s premier regatta. Whether you’re in the 
thick of the racing on the water or watching the 
action from land, this is a wonderful sight.’
Clyde Challenger’s Glenn Porter commented: ‘We 
love sailing and going places. Course racing is 
great. However, there is an increased thrill from the 
challenge of passage racing where strategy plays 
a big part. It is all the more relevant with a vessel 
like Clyde Challenger which was designed and 
equipped for endurance racing rather than short 
sprints. My aim is to ensure there is something in 
this category for those of a similar mind who still 
enjoy the spirit of competition.’

Crewsaver mark buoys

Crewsaver is also delighted to be sponsoring 
the Silvers Marine Scottish Series for the second 
year. The sponsorship will see the racing areas, 
including that of the One Design Racing provided 
with buoys from Crewsaver’s extensive mark 
buoy range which will be professionally branded 
at Crewsaver HQ. Joining the buoys are custom 
branded wraps in navy which will be used to 
identify the start marks.
David Denholm said the event was delighted to 
have Crewsaver on board again. ‘Having a safety 
manufacturer to the fore is really important in 
encouraging participants to manage adventurous 
activities safely.
‘Crewsaver have stepped behind the One Design 
Racing where the boats are evenly matched and 
the skippers and crew know instantly where they 
are ranked.  We already have � eets of Sigma 33s, 
Sonatas and Hunter 707s. Crewsaver have been 
hugely helpful to the organisers with the provision 
of racing mark buoys and I await the � ood of 
‘takers’ for the discount o� er run for competitors 
on Crewsaver lifejackets. It almost makes it worth 
entering just for that reason alone.’
Helping to crane in boats that have travelled 
overland for the event, Sailingfast is sponsoring 
the craning in at Tarbert Harbour. Sailingfast is the 
North Sails one design agent for Scotland.  For over 
four years the company has worked closely with 
the team at the North Sails one design loft. They 
state: ’ Sailingfast pride themselves by only working 
with the very best brands on the market. As North 
Sails are the world’s largest sail manufacturers it is 
appropriate we support Scotland’s premier yacht 
regatta again. Having raced at Scottish Series for 
many years, Sailingfast owners Duncan and Emma 
Hepplewhite are delighted to be supporting the 
event.  www.sailingfast.co.uk   

The Racing

Scottish Sonata Championship
The Scottish Sonata Association has nominated the 
Scottish Series as their Scottish Championship. Ross 
MacNish, the class representative, said: ‘The Scottish 
Series o� ers the Sonata � eet the opportunity to 
enjoy tight one-design racing over four days in the 

stunning 
s e t t i n g 
of Loch 
Fyne. With 
excellent race 
management 
on the water 
and plenty of fun 
to be had o�  it, 
running the Scottish 
C h a m p i o n s h i p s 
within the event make 
perfect sense.’
David Denolm said: 
‘Sonatas are an extremely 
enduring class at the 
Scottish Series continuing 
to attract competitive crews 
and close racing.  We are 
delighted the class feels this 
is the best way to achieve their 
championship.  We anticipate 
some cracking racing!’

Racing schedule

For 2016 all Spinnaker classes will 
revert to racing in Loch Fyne on day 
one whilst the white sail class and 
passage race only classes will start 
their event in Largs on Thursday night.  
A bu� et supper will precede the race to 
Tarbert on Friday. The Clyde Challenger 
Passage race to Tarbert and the Round 
Inch Race on Sunday are open to all 
comers as stand-alone races. After arrival 
at Tarbert, racing continues on Loch Fyne 
from Saturday to Monday May 25 with the 
overall regatta prizegiving after completion 
of racing on Monday. The event format is a 
mixture of windward/leeward courses and 
coastal races. 
Classes range from high tech IRC yachts to 
CYCA handicap classes both spinnaker and 
white sail and the popular one design classes. 
Many of the renowned names on the Scottish 
and Irish racing scene return to compete as well 
as new faces attracted by the great racing and 
après sail socialising that the series is famed for. 
For those competitors coming from the south 
and Ireland there is a feeder race from Bangor to 
Tarbert starting at 2000hrs on Wednesday May 
25. Stuart Childerley, race o�  cer for the Brewin 
Dolphin Commodores Cup, will be race o�  cer on 
the IRC/CYCA big boat course whilst Alan Cassels 
and David Kent will run the White sail/one-design/
sportsboat IRC classes. Scottish Series stalwart 
Johnnie Readman remains as PRO.

Lining up on the startline for the 2016 
event….  

IRC 1
Familiar names line up in the IRC classes once 
again. The battle between Eala of Rhu and Steve 
Cowie’s Zephyr will dominate the placings in IRC 
Class 1, both having been respective class winners 
over the last two years. Only one point separated 
the two last year with Eala, the Swan 45 of Jamie 
McGarry and Colin Moore, being ousted into 
second place. Roxstar, under the formidable 
partnership of Findlay and Anderson, will be hot 
on their heels alongside Bruce Douglas’s J133 
Spirit of Jacana.

Class IRC2 
This year sees a similarly competitive � eet 
with Kevin Aitkin’s First 36.7 Animal pitched 
against the other 36.7 of Alan Je� rey and Paul 
Scutt - Carmen II. Iain Thomson’s Sloop John T 
that � nished second in class last year to Fools 
Gold will be looking for the class title this 
year. Christine Murray’s new Triple Elf, the 
former First 35 Salamander, Neil Sandford’s 
Now or Never and John Stamp’s Corby 33 
Jacob all race this class as seasoned and 
experienced campaigners. 

Class IRC 3
Craig Latimer’s J92 Wildebeest took the 
� rst in IRC 4 last year narrowly beating 
Trastada, the Andreu Half Tonner of 
Angus and Challis with Lambay Rules 
under the helm of Stephen Quinn 
of Howth Yacht Club in third. This 
year sees them end up in IRC 3 
as The Oban Times went to press 
and they will race Phoenix, the 
quarter tonner of Black, Darge 
and McVey which will be a 
serious class contender with 

the experience aboard. Add Ian Macdonald and his 
team on the Impala Happy and Stuart Cranston with 
the Sigma 35 Even� ow and it will be an interesting class 
to watch.

CYCA Classes

CYCA 5
Oban sailor Richard Shellcock is racing CYCA Class 
5 this year with his Prism 28 Thrust and will have 
experienced Steven Forteith aboard as tactician. With 
a wide range of boat sizes, Richard will go head to 
head with last year’s class winner - the big Beneteau 
44.7 Local Hero of Geo�  and Norman Howison. Add 
the Morrison’s Enigma that � nished class runner-up 
last year and the Dehler 34 of Alan Moore alongside 
the Elan 333 of Wallace and Cuthbertson - Delta Blue 
– and this will be a tough class to call and depend on 
weather conditions suiting particular boats. 

CYCA 6
In CYCA Class 6 Alastair Pugh, who bases his 
Contessa 32 Marisca between Oban and Gourock, 
is a newcomer to the event. He lines up against last 

year’s winner, the evergreen Valhalla of Ashton and as 
does Murray Caldwell’s Trapper 500 Oystercatcher. The 
beautiful Kelana will grace the class with James Russell 
Grant and John Kent’s Farr e Nu�  also contending. 
Past overall Scottish Series winner John Corson will be 
one to watch for in this class, this year racing his newly 
acquired Moody 336 Salamander XX11 whilst the Grand 
Soleil 34 of Campbell and Bilsland, former class winners, 
will always be up there in the placings. 
Good racing is on the cards between Richard Doig and 
the Lucy Downie/Garth Wilson duo that will be pitting 
their wits against each other in their GK24s Sirius and 
Zebedee respectively.  Series sponsor Boyd Tunnock’s 
Moody 38 Lemerac is also expected to enter.

White Sail Fleet
CYCA Class 8 sees the biggest yachts with Clyde 
Challenger, the Clipper 60 racing alongside Arnold 
Clark’s famous Holland 77 Drum. Angus Cartwright’s 
First 47.7 scales down the size to David Macnab’s 
Dehler 41 Windhound, class winner last year. Regular SS 
competitor Brian Robertson of Mid Argyll with his X332 
Celtic Spirit will again be part of this class alongside 
fellow X332 owner Owen Mcmanus of Campbeltown 

TARBERT ENTERPRISE COMPANY

The Directors of Tarbert 
Enterprise Company, TEC, extend 

a warm Tarbert welcome to all 
competitors and visitors.  Have a 
“braw” time on and off the water.

www.tarbertfestivals.co.uk

The social scene is as 
important as the on 
the water activity with 
a range of activities 
throughout the series. 

The focus will again 
be the marquee on the 

north shore adjacent 
to the pontoons. Here 

sailors and visitors will 
be welcomed each day 

to enjoy drinks from 
the bar in the afternoon 

and a selection of local 
fresh produce from the 

area including Tarbert’s 
famed seafood fare. This is 

an opportunity for 
everyone to 

congregate and catch up on the 
day’s actions on the water before 
the daily prizegiving. 

Tarbert Enterprise Company (TEC) 
organise and drive the shoreside 
attractions.

John Hardie of TEC said: ‘Saturday 
will focus on the big party night 
in the port with Big Vern and the 
Shootahs. There will be a break 
for the traditional � reworks at 
10.30 which light up the entire 
village and Tarbert Castle 
providing a stunning backdrop to 
the boats in the harbour.

‘As well as the big band on 
Saturday night, we have the Mid 
Argyll Pipe Band playing in the 
village over the weekend – always 

a stirring sight and sound.’

John added: ‘We hope the growth 
in the numbers entering the 
regatta and coming to view the 
Scottish Series continues. People 
recognise it’s a great event – well 
organised on the water and 
great fun ashore. And all in the 
most beautiful part of the world 
– you just can’t beat that as an 
attraction for everyone to enjoy!’ 

With Tarbert’s hotels and 
restaurants and other 
accommodation providers set to 
serve up some of the excellent west 
coast produce the area is famed 
for, Silvers Marine Scottish Series 
provides the best of food, drink 
and boating for an unforgettable 
experience.

FEATURE CONTINUES 
OVERLEAF.

 ‘There will be a break for 
the traditional � reworks 

at 10.30 which light up 
the entire village’

Trail West
Trailer and Tow Bar Centre

Trail West - Trailer Sales, 
Servicing and Repairs

Spare Parts & Accessories

Tow-bars supplied and fi tted

Caravan Servicing & Repairs

Motorhome Servicing & Repairs

Motorhome Rental

Winter Storage

3-4 Mill Lane, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, 
Oban PA34 4HA
Oban. Telephone (01631) 563638  
trailwest@talktalkbusiness.net

An  Aladdin’s cave for 
anyone who Tows

TRAIL WEST
Boat trailers from
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Sailing Club. These rank 
smallest in the � eet of this 

big boat class.    

CYCA Class 9 has Clive Reeves 
in his Maxi 1000 as one of 

the hot contenders after a 
second placing overall last year. 

Brave, the Sigma 33 of Allan and 
Shearer, is also back as is Marc 

Ritson’s Sigma 36 Saracen. And 
stalwart Ian Nicolson returns with 

St Foy and is sure to return some 
good results this year as well. All 
will be hard to separate for the top 
three placings. Stewart and Dorothy 
Ritchie, seasoned campaigners on 
the Clyde racing circuit, bring their 
big Contest 44 Anna Mae down from 
Salen, Acharacle, to race in this class. 

Sigma one-designs
Seven Sigma 33s line up for the 
starting gun and former winners Ian 
McLaren and his team on Sigmatic 
are always hard to beat. Hailed as one 
of the best sailed classes, the usual 
suspects return with Leaky Roof 2 
of Harper and Robertson, James 
Miller’s Mayrise and Harold Hood’s 
Odyssey II all vying for victory in 
this closely contested class. 

Sonatas
It will be an interesting Sonata 

class this year with Steve 
Goacher missing from the 

line up as The Oban Times 
went to press. However, 

familiar boat names 
of Old School with 

Ross MacNish at the 
helm that � nished 

second last 
year, Scruples, 

S a r a b a n d 
a n d 

Wicked 

Wookie will all be vying for top placings 
in a highly competitive � eet.

VX  / J70 and Hunter 707s 
Chris Turner returns to defend his class 
title of last year with Ovington Boats 
in the VX Class and David Clarke of 
Ullswater Yacht Club is also back with 
House of Fun. Tony Lewis is a new name 
on the block with Battlecruiser, also from 
Ullswater. 
As with the Sonatas, a revival in small 
boat racing is being seen and with lower 
overheads than a larger yacht small boat 
racing is burgeoning. 
A real hike in class numbers sees a dozen 
Hunter 707s entered and this will again 
be a close fought one-design class. Last 
year’s winner Carl Allen returns with 
More T Vicar to defend his title as well as 
David Smith’s Rammie from Aberdeen 
who � nished second last year. Kieran 
McAllister brings his Wishful Thinking all 
the way from Lough Swilly Sailing Club 
and must be one of the farthest travelled 
competitors..
The strength of this class on the east 
coast should show through with Neil 
McLure’s Blue Funk, Valhalla, Seaword 
and Steve Gush racing Jalapeno of Port 
Edgar Yacht Club joining forces with the 
Robertson’s Cacciatore from Royal Forth 
and could make it an east west battle. 
Still Game, Chaos and Mad Ra� ki, from 
Helensburgh Sailing Club form the west 
coast contingent. With all the one design 
classes good racing is promised with 
tactics and trimming the all important 
di� erence in taking the edge in the 
placings.

Please note all class divisions were 
correct at time of going to press but may 
change with entry for the event.

SPONSORS of the 2016 Event

The Scottish Series 2016 would not be 
able to be run without the support of the 
following sponsors:-

Silvers Marine
Once again Silvers Marine is providing 

their invaluable support to Scottish 
Series. The iconic boatyard at 

Rosneath is one of the most 
progressive boatyards in 

the UK with a highly 
skilled and 

motivated workforce. The wide skill 
base with ISO9001: 2000 quali� cation 
and continuous training policy ensures 
that quality remains Silvers prime 
concern. Silvers can provide the skills and 
materials necessary to keep your boat in 
top condition www.silversmarine.co.uk

Tunnock’s 
Legendary biscuit manucturer Tunnock’s 
has been a loyal supporter of the Series 
for many years returning again this year 
with their survival packs of goodies 
for competitors. Boyd Tunnock said: 
‘Tunnock’s has been associated with 
the event for over three decades. It’s a 
fantastic event in the Scottish sporting 
calendar giving a perfect blend of serious 
racing and true Scottish hospitality.’ 
www.tunnock.co.uk

Sailingfast 
Sailingfast are North Sails One Design 
agents for Scotland. For over four years 
Sailingfast have worked closely with 
the team at the North Sails One Design 
loft, delivering some of the very best 
sails to Scottish Sailors. Sailingfast pride 
themselves by only working with the 
very best brands on the market...
www.sailingfast.co.uk   

Clyde Challenger
Clyde Challenger, the iconic � rst 
generation 60ft round the world Clipper 
Race yacht, is delighted to be a lead 
sponsor of Scottish Series again, this year 
as class sponsor of the white sail � eet. 
Having raced around the world four 
times, twice as Glasgow Clipper, she is 
now open for all to ‘Take the Challenge’ 
of sailing an ocean racing yacht. More 
information from www.clydechallenger.
co.uk

Crewsaver 
Crewsaver is the safety partner and 
product sponsor of the 41st edition of 
the series. Crewsaver will be providing 
a new set of in� atable marker buoys for 
the event and for use at Clyde Cruising 
Club thereafter.
Crewsaver is a world-leading 
manufacturer of marine safety 
equipment and clothing for the 
commercial and leisure marine industries. 
Crewsaver is part of the Survitec Group. 
Race participants will also receive a 
Crewsaver voucher for 10 per cent o�  
lifejackets from the popular Fusion 3D 

range which can be redeemed at the 
listed retailers (T&C’s apply) 

- Ardfern Yacht 

Centre, Bosun’s Locker, Duncan Yacht 
Chandlers, Kip Marina,Largs Chandlers 
and Tarbert Yacht Chandlery www.
crewsaver.com

Hempel Paints
Once again Hempel Paints is supporting 
the Scottish Series with their sponsorship 
of the Crawford McInnes Trophy for 
youth.
They say: ‘As a global supplier of 
high-quality marine paints and 
coatings, Hempel keeps your ship in 
prime condition, both inside and out, 
throughout its lifetime’.
With a focus on product innovation, 
customer service and technical advice, 
Hempel has been a leading supplier to 
the marine industry since 1915. Today, 
Hempel supply a wide range of advanced 
products, from fuel-saving antifoulings 
to some of the toughest epoxies in the 
industry.

Argyll and Bute Council
Supporting the event pointing up the 
input to the economy of the area.

The Botanist and Bruichladdich
The Scottish Series is delighted to 
welcome back The Botanist, The � rst 
and only Islay Dry Gin. A Progressive 
exploration of the botanical heritage of 
the Isle of Islay – wild, foraged, distilled. 
http://www.thebotanist.com/
Bruichladdich joins the Scottish Series 
family of sponsors for the � rst time 
in 2015 and makes a most welcome 
addition. The whisky distilled on the 
island of Islay since 1881 is a sister brand 
to The Botanist Islay Dry Gin.
http://www.bruichladdich.com

MarineBlast Multimedia
MarineBlast Multimedia support the 
event with media coverage through 
MarineBlast Multimedia.

The Scottish Sailing Institute
The Scottish Sailing Institute has a 
wealth of experience hosting, managing 
and supporting sailing events from the 
international regattas around the world 
to local events across Scotland and is 
delighted to be able to support Clyde 
Cruising Club and the Silvers Marine 
Scottish Series in 2016. Good luck to 
everyone taking part.
http://www.scottishsailinginstitute.com/
Other supporters include RYA Scotland, 
Tarbert Harbour and EventScotland.

Tel: 01546 603658

Paterson Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JP
e: baker470@aol.com  w: kilmoryguesthouse.co.uk

Kilmory Guest House
Lochgilphead

A beautiful & traditional house 
situated on the shores of Lochgilp 

within the township of Lochgilphead. 
Rooms from £25pppn 

Doubles: 3 Twin: 3

Marina Tel: 07824 331031
Harbour Office Tel: 01687 462154

Email: info@mallaigharbourauthority.com
www.mallaig-yachting-marina.com

NEW FOR 2016 - SHOWERS, 
LAUNDRY AND TOILET FACILITIES

Mallaig 
Marina

www.mallaig-yachting-marina.com

All Scottish Series photographs by 
www.yachtingimages.co.uk

We would like to wish all 
the competitors at this year’s 
Scottish Series 2016 the very 

best of luck.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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WITH IAN RODGER

Football

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2600
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

S McKinlay
Breadalbane Street
Oban

S MacDonald
Argyll Road
Fort William

Golf News

Kickboxing
SENSHI Do Kickboxing held 
a grading on the April 27 with 
around half the junior class 
eligible to grade. Out of those 
who took the test the following 
were awarded their new grades: 

9th kyu - Yellow belt; Murron 
Swain-Nisbet. 

8th kyu - Orange belt; Lilly 
Clydesdale, Rebecca Palmer 
and Kieran Palmer. 

7th kyu - Green belt; Emma 
Macintyre and Callum MacAl-
lister. 

6th kyu - Blue belt; Innes 
McKinney, Aiden Denholme, 
Hazel McGhee and Adam 
Bratton. 

3rd kyu – Brown belt; Phoebe 
Duffy and Conner MacLean.

From the women’s only class; 
Kerrie Galbraith and Ann-Ma-
rie Cameron both passed their 
4th Kyu Red belts.

Shihan Wullie Rodger 6th Dan 
would like to thank Sempai’s 
Craig MacLachlan (2nd dan), 
Colin Campbell (2nd dan), Sha-
ron Dickison (1st dan), Doug 

Craig (1st dan) and Kaitlynne 
MacLeod (1st dan) for all their 
help in running the sessions.

Training continues as usual 
with junior sessions on Wednes-
days at 6.30pm and Sundays at 
11am, senior sessions Wednes-
days at 7.30pm and Sundays at 
12 with Sharon’s women only 
session at 2pm on Sundays. 

For Kickboxing club general 
enquiries contact Wullie Rodger 
on: shihanwill@gmail.com 

BJJ
OBAN BJJ has started a ‘be-
ginners only’ class on Fridays at 
7pm. This will only be for begin-
ners so everyone there shall be 
starting on the same level and 
will cover the absolute basics 
from each position. Normal 

classes are continuing to cover 
the positions and moves learned 
from each monthly seminar.

The club’s next competition is 
on June 10 and coach Coogie 
Potter hopes to have some more 
members competing for the first 
time.

For more info contact Iain 
‘Coogie’ Potter on coogiepots@
gmail.com

Kyokushinkai Karate
THE NEXT squad training 
(fighting training) will be on 
Saturday May 21 in Oban.

Dates have also been set for 
the next grading tests, these will 
be in Oban on the June 18 and 
Lochgilphead on June 19. 

In the run up to this there 
will be a pre-grading course in 

Lochgilphead on June 5. Organ-
isation of next year’s Scottish 
Open tournament has already 
started with the date being set 
for February 25 2017. This will 
once again be held in Glasgow.

The club training continues as 
normal with the focus now on 
grading techniques in the run 
up to the tests. New members 
will be welcome as soon as the 
tests are out of the way. The 
classes are in Oban on Thursday 
evenings, eight to 13 years, from 
6pm and 14 and over (no upper 
limit) from 7pm.

For club details contact Iain 
Rodger using iain@ikku.co.uk.

Shukokai Karate
THE ARGYLL Martial Arts 
clubs returned to normal train-
ing last week after the Easter 
break. 

Grading tests are imminent for 
the clubs so everyone is working 
hard towards those.

For club details contact Kenny 
Gray on: kenni.gray@btinter-
net.com.

Saints struggle to fi nd their 
form after Scottish Cup exit 
SAINTS made the midweek 
journey to Paisley in search of 
three precious league points 
to keep alive their hopes of 
securing the Scottish Amateur 
Football League Premier Divi-
sion title.

Making welcome returns to the 
squad were Donald Campbell, 
Jamie Graham, Craig MacEwan 
and Dean Smith. However, work 
commitments ruled out Willie 
Gemmell, Dougal Graham and 
Scott Maitland.

Skipper Marc Maccallum won 
the toss and opted to play into 
the wind and low sunshine in 

AFTER two successive goal-less 
draws on their travels, Saints’ 
return to Glencruitten brought 
with it a glut of goals. However, 
the eight goals were not distrib-
uted as the Saints faithful would 
have hoped for. After a fairly 
even opening 20 minutes the 
visitors began picking holes in 

Alba Thistle                        0
Oban Saints                 0
SAFL Premier Division

the first half. The hard bumpy 
Seedhill surface was a problem 
for both sides leaving the players 
frustrated as bobbles and uneven 
bounces led to the breakdown of 
many promising moves.

First half goal scoring oppor-
tunities were at a premium and 
neither goalkeeper was seriously 
tested with the best of the chanc-
es being skewed wide of target.

Failed
Saints had the benefit of the 

elements in the second half 
but still failed to fully extend 
Andrew Costello in the Jags 
goal with the home defence 
keeping Allan Mackay and Ross 
Maitland in check. 

At the other end the Saints’ 
back four were similarly in 

control with the biggest threat 
coming from the prodigiously 
long throw-ins of Robbie Mc-
Cutcheon.

With one goal looking as 
though it would be good enough 
to seal the points, manager Alex 
Craik introduced Craig MacE-
wan and Dean Smith to the fray 
but despite a decent showing 
from the substitutes, it was not 
enough to change the outcome 
and the match finished goal-less.

Saints will reflect on a good 
second half penalty shout for a 
foul on Paul Kerr turned down 
by referee Seymour but overall a 
draw was a fair result. 

Oban Saints                       2
Goldenhill                 6
SAFL Premier Division Myles McAuley, No 10, wheels away after heading home the opening goal for Saints at Glencruitten 

last Saturday. Match reports and photo: Derek Black RESULTS: Summer League 
played Wednesday April 27 -  1 
L Gairns 32 pts; 2 B O’Neill 31 
pts. 3 G Hamilton 28 pts.

May Medal played Sunday 
May 1 -  1 D Livingstone 54 
nett;  2 C Holyoake 55 nett;  3 I 
MacCuaig 56 nett.

Islay

THE SCOTTISH Rally Cham-
pionship bandwagon rolled into 
Elgin last weekend to contest 
the third round at the McDonald 
& Munro Ltd Speyside Stages 
hosted by the 63 Car Club. 

This event usually slots into 
the schedule a little later in the 
year so everyone concerned was 
looking forward to not getting 
eaten alive by midges. As it was 
no midges would have survived 
the blizzard conditions that ap-
peared briefly on the Saturday 
morning.

The Speyside stages make 
use of some fantastic smooth, 
quick roads in the forests above 
Clashindarroch and Keith.

Shaun Sinclair, Connel, was 
back out in his freshly repaired 
Subaru WRC with Kirsty Rid-
dick and was pushing hard as 

usual. He didn’t have one of  his 
best days but a finish is a finish 
and the valuable points could 
make all the difference come 
the end of the season.

Graeme MacVicar and Grant 
McNiven gained some more 
valuable seat time in the Fiesta 
ST but unfortunately didn’t 
progress further than Stage 5 
Gartly More.

Mull’s Amanda Morrison 
fared slightly better, co-driving 
Darren Littlejohn in his Nova 
and, after a small excursion 
on Stage 3 ended their rally 
proper, rejoined in the ‘practice’ 
rally and got the car through to 
a finish.

Top Argyll finish went to 
Dervaig lad John MacCrone in 
his Fiesta R5 pushing through 
the stages, guided by Rhianon 

Gelsomino to a very impressive 
fourth place overall, only six 
seconds adrift of the final podi-
um place. 

The top three places were 
filled by winners Garry Pearson 
and Robbie Mitchell in their 
Fiesta R5 followed by defending 
champions Jock Armstrong and 
Paula Swinscoe in the bright 
Orange Subaru and Mike 
Faulkner and Peter Foy round-
ing it off in the BSW Energy 
Mitsubishi Evo.

Three rounds in and three 
different winners. This should 
make for a very interesting rest 
of the season. Next up is the Jim 
Clark Reivers in the Scottish 
Borders on the June 5.

Argyll rally drivers compete at 
Speyside Stages in Elgin 

Rallying

the home defence and had three 
excellent chances in the space of 
two minutes. The home side had 
Thomas McCulloch to thank for 
two excellent reaction saves with 
Myles McAuley also coming to 
the rescue to clear off the goal 
line. 

Saints opened the scoring 
somewhat against the run of 
play with a terrific move started 
and finished by McAuley. He 
made a strong run through the 

midfield and fed Ross Maitland 
on the right wing. 

He then swung over a good 
cross which McAuley met with 
a powerful header into the back 
of the net.

Saints doubled their lead in the 
32nd minute when a Ross Mait-
land shot bound for the postage 
stamp corner took a deflection 
off the head of a Goldenhill 
defender wrong footing Scott 
Rennie in the Gowdie goal 

before nestling in the back of 
the net.

Saints were now well on top 
and threatened to extend their 
lead with Dean Smith twice 
coming close and Maitland 
sending a spectacular scissor 
kick fractionally wide of the 
post.

Just as Saints had scored 
against the run of play so the 
Gowdie’s first strike came when 
Saints were on top. 

James Gallagher got on the 
end of a long ball over the top 
and beat the Saints defence 
and keeper with a good left foot 
finish into the bottom corner.

Off-side trap
Smith came close as both he 

and Maitland timed their runs 
well to beat the Gowdie off-side 
trap and get on the end of a 
defence splitting Donald Camp-
bell pass. Maitland drew the 
advancing keeper and slipped 
the ball to Smith on his left who, 
with more time than he realised, 
opted for a left foot chip shot 
which drifted high and wide of 
the near post.

The equaliser came when the 
Saints defence failed to clear a 

long throw-in and Damon Gray 
pounced on the loose ball in the 
box and tucked it past Thomas 
McCulloch. 

Saints reacted positively to this 
set back and straight from the 
re-start Maitland made a inci-
sive run at the Gowdie defence 
before slipping the ball to his left 
for Craig MacEwan. 

He advanced into the box but 
shot straight at Scott Rennie 
who pulled off a good save 
leaving the Saints striker disap-
pointed not to have scored. 

It was honours even at half 
time which was a fair reflection 
of the first 45 minutes.

Saints started the second half 
well and dominated the opening 
exchanges and in the 48th min-
ute Campbell found MacEwan 
in space on the edge of the 
Gowdie box with MacEwan  
unfortunate to see a net bound 
right foot shot deflected wide for 
a corner kick. 

However, the Gowdie once 
again exploited hesitancy in 
the Saints rearguard to take 
the lead. Skipper Richard Gow 
flicked on a free kick to James 
Gallagher who beat McCulloch 

inside his left hand post.
A long clearance from Scott 

Rennie undid the Saints defence 
for the Gowdie’s fourth goal.

Willie Gemmell’s attempted 
clearing header landed behind 
him with James Gallagher react-
ing quickest to the loose ball to 
steer the ball past McCulloch.

Counter attacks
Saints kept probing for the 

opening which would bring 
them back into the game but 
the Gowdie defence stood firm 
providing the platform for some 
devastating counter attacks.

Daniel McKenna and Matt 
Moore exploited some more 
poor defending  and completed 
the scoring extinguishing any 
faint hopes of Saints remaining 
in the title race.

Manager Alex Craik was 
gutted by the result and perfor-
mance of his team. 

He said: ‘We played some 
good football at times, but got 
punished for every mistake we 
made at the back. 

‘We haven’t found our true 
form since we got knocked out 
in the semi-final of the Scottish 
Cup.’ 

OBAN High School entered 
two seven-a-side teams into Sat-
urday’s S1/2 Festival hosted by 
Lochgilphead High School and 
Mid Argyll RFC on Saturday.

Taking part on the day were 
hosts Lochgilphead, Islay, Isle 
of Mull and the two teams from 
Oban.

Oban A won all of their match-
es while Oban B’s only loss came 
against their fellow Oban team. 
All teams provided some great 
entertaining rugby on the day.

Argyll and Bute Rugby 
Development Officer Allan 
Wright said: ‘It was great to see 
a festival being held in Lochgil-

phead for the first time since the 
new rugby posts were installed 
at the school pitch. We will be 
looking to run similar events 
every school term next season 
to provide more competition for 
our smaller schools’.

School rugby
School sevens festival at Lochgiphead

MIXED Open Foursomes 
played Sunday May 1

Handicap Winners: 1 David 
and Ann Shanks (Dumbarton 
GC) 64 (18); 2 Wyndam and 
Margaret Tranter (Raglan 
Parc GC) 65.5 (14.5); 3 Hugh 
Nicolson and Carol MacDou-
gall (Taynuilt GC) 66 (22).

Scratch Winners: 1 Iain and 
Anne MacCalman (Clober and 
Taynuilt GCs) 74; 2 Donald and 
Moira MacVicar (Glencruitten 
and Taynuilt GCs) 80 (BIH); 3  
Robbie MacLarty and Donna 
Campbell (Taynuilt and Seil 
GCs) 80.

Longest drive: Ladies at the 
7th - Ann Shanks (Dumbarton 
GC); Gents at the 10th: Robbie 
MacLarty (Taynuilt GC).

Nearest the pin: Ladies at the 
15th: Fiona McGlynn (Taynuilt 
GC); Gents at the 2nd: Iain 
MacCalman (Clober GC).

Taynuilt

PLENTY of keen runners 
took part in the recent Crinan 
Puffer, running the length of 
the Crinan Canal.

The large contingent from 
Campbeltown Running Club 
had a good day and their run-
ner, Daniel Sheldrick, came 
first in a time of 48:45.

He was followed a couple 
of minutes later by the first 
local finisher, David Carey, 
from Mid Argyll Tri and Cycle 
Club, who finished fourth in 
50:57.

Simone Charnock from Mid 
Argyll Jog Scotland was the 
first woman across the line in 
53:45, beating Rowan Arm-
strong of Stewarty Athletic 
club by 35 seconds. 

Crinan Pu� er Race
Athletics
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Oban Camanachd goalkeeper Gavin Stobbart can only look on as the ball ends up in the back
of the net. Photograph: Stephen Lawson.

Oban Camanachd’s David La� erty and Inveraray’s Lewis MacNicol tussle for the ball during last 
weekend’s Artemis Macaulay Cup tie at Moss� eld Stadium which the yellow and blacks won 3-2. 

Photograph: Stephen Lawson.

Inveraray shock 
Oban Camanachd 
in Macaulay Cup
Artemis Macaulay Cup – 
� rst round
Oban Camanachd 2 
Inveraray 3 
The surprise result of the Artemis Ma-
cAulay Cup first round was Oban Cama-
nachd’s 3-2 defeat to Inveraray at Mossfield.

Oban Camanachd boss Iain Hay was 
without Daniel Cameron who was on his 
honeymoon. Andrew MacCuish recovered 
from a knock picked up in the team’s last 
outing against Col Glen. 

Missing
Inveraray manager Ruaraidh Graham 

was a number of players short with David 
MacPherson, Nicholas Crawford, Douglas 
Dando, Grant Griffin and David Robertson 
all missing. 

Willie Neilson got Oban Camanachd off 

to a great start when he netted with a low 
strike from 15 yards after just three min-
utes. The home side only stayed in front for 
a couple of minutes though. Inveraray had 
a corner which was played to the front post. 
The ball went past a number of players and 
took a deflection off an Oban Camanachd 
defender before falling for Fraser Watt on 
the penalty spot. Although Gavin Stobbart 
got a hand to Watt’s shot, the power of the 
strike took the ball into the roof of the net 
to make it 1-0. 

Inveraray went in front on 18 minutes 
when Lewis MacNicol went on a run from 
the wing and crossed the ball into the 
danger-area. It went past everyone to the 
far post where Fraser Watt cut it back to 
Lewis Montgomery who fired a shot into 
the bottom corner of the net to make it 2-1.

Willie Neilson got his and Oban Cama-
nachd’s second goal on 33 minutes. This 

time Neilson poked the ball home from just 
a couple of yards out after a scramble inside 
the ‘D’.  

Alan MacDonald’s switch to full for-
ward proved profitable for Inveraray and 
he grabbed the winner on 63 minutes. 
MacDonald got on the end of a free-hit 
and controlled the ball before turning and 
striking it into the far corner of the net to 
make it 3-2.

Effi cient
Inveraray didn’t have that many shots on 

target but they were efficient and they took 
full advantage of Oban Camanachd having 
an off-day. 

This was a first blip in what has been a 
good start to the season for Oban Cama-
nachd and there were harsh words spoken 
in the changing rooms afterwards with the 
squad looking to get back on track in the 
league against Lovat this coming weekend.  

Shinty’s Artemis MacAulay Cup 
took centre stage with all but 
two of the first round ties taking 
place on Saturday April 30.

Artemis Macaulay 
Cup – � rst round
Kingussie 1 
Newtonmore 2 
The first Badenoch derby of the 
season brought Kingussie and 
Newtonmore together at the 
Dell in the first round of the 
Artemis Macaulay Cup and this 
was a close affair.

Kingussie went in front on 14 
minutes with a peach of a goal 
from Chris Holleysong. His 
strike flew into the net past a 
helpless Owen Fraser in the 
’More goal. 

Newtonmore got themselves 
in front when they punished two 
defensive lapses with two quick 
goals. 

First, Evan Menzies collected 
a pass in the full forward posi-
tion and knocked the ball past 
the on-rushing Craig Dawson 
to make it 1-1 with 22 minutes 
played.

Then, on 26 minutes, a ball 
was played across to Chris Sellar 
who showed great composure to 
ride a challenge from Lee Bain 
before slotting the ball past the 
keeper to make it 2-1. 

This was a stuffy match 
which ebbed and flowed with 
neither side really having the 
upper-hand.  

The sides meet once again this 
coming Saturday on Marine 
Harvest Premiership duty at the 
Eilan. 

Kinlochshiel 7 
Fort William 1 
Kinlochshiel recovered from 
going a goal down to beat Fort 
William 7-1 in their 3pm throw 
up at Kirkton.

There was an early booking for 
Fort William forward Graham 
Campbell after he didn’t heed 
a warning from referee John 
Angus Gillies for speaking out 
of turn. 

Cal Brown found Bryan Simp-
son with a free-hit 18 yards from 
goal, but Simpson’s shot went 
past keeper Scott Kennedy’s 
right post. 

Kinlochshiel, hitting down the 
hill, also went close from a set-
piece, with Keith MacRae send-
ing the ball past Paul MacKay’s 
left post. 

Fort William took the lead on 
18 minutes when Daniel Stewart 
sprinted onto a ball on the left 
and he shot low, across keeper 
Kennedy, into the far corner of 
the net to make it 1-0.

Fort William had their tails up 
and Scott Kennedy did well to 
come off his line to sweep away 
a dangerous ball into the ‘D’ 
seconds later. 

Daniel Stewart went close to 
making it 2-0 from the same 
spot as his earlier goal and Cal 
Brown should have done better 
from the edge of the ‘D’ after 
being set up by Graham Camp-
bell. 

’Shiel fought back and Keith 
MacRae ghosted in at the back 
post on 25 minutes to send a ball 
from the left into the net but the 
effort was ruled out for offside.   

Paul MacKay confidently bat-
ted away a long Donald Nixon 
ball from midfield as the home 
side continued to press.

’Shiel levelled from a set-piece 
on 28 minutes when Oliver Mac-
Rae slipped the ball to Duncan 
‘DA’ MacRae who sent a great 
waist-high drive into the net to 
make it 1-1. 

Paul MacKay made a fine 
flying save from John MacRae a 
couple of minutes later.

But he could do nothing to 

prevent Duncan ‘DA’ MacRae 
bulleting home a loose ball on 
31 minutes to put ’Shiel in front.

Jordan Fraser played in Keith 
MacRae on 42 minutes but his 
shot rose over the bar. 

Play switched quickly to the 
other end of the field and Niall 
MacPhee played a long ball 
forward into the ’Shiel ‘D’ but 
there were no takers and Scott 
Kennedy watched carefully as 
the ball went past his right post.

The home side notched a cru-
cial third goal a minute before 
the break when they worked a 
ball from the left inside the ‘D’ 
and John MacRae forced the 
ball home for what was a well-
worked goal. 

Kinlochshiel went 4-1 up on 56 
minutes when Finlay MacRae 
ran across goal with the ball. His 
shot was saved with his legs by 
Paul MacKay but the rebound 
fell nicely for John MacRae who 
got his second goal of the game. 

Fort William attacked from 
the re-start but Scott Kennedy 
saved a Bryan Simpson drive 
with his feet. 

Daniel Stewart shot through a 
ruck of players but keeper Ken-
nedy diverted the ball with his 
feet at the expense of a corner.   

By this time, ’Shiel had Gordie 
MacDonald on at wing centre 
with Jordan Fraser moving to 
wing forward and Oliver Mac-
Rae coming off. 

Ally Nixon then came on for 
Finlay MacRae as the tie moved 
into the final quarter. 

Kinlochshiel added a fifth goal 
from a set-piece on 68 minutes 
as Jordan Fraser ran from left to 
right to get onto the ball and net 
with a good strike.

Scott Kennedy saved a Gra-
ham Campbell shot with his 
caman, above his head, a couple 
of minutes later. 

The ’Shiel forward line now 

consisted of substitutes Ally 
Nixon and Calum MacLean 
as well as Jordan Fraser and 
Duncan ‘DA’ MacRae and it 
was MacRae who completed his 
hat-trick on 74 minutes when 
the Fort defence failed to clear 
their lines and MacRae cracked 
the ball into the net from inside 
the ‘D’. 

There seemed little danger 
when Duncan ‘DA’ MacRae 
collected an Ally Nixon pass 
wide on the ’Shiel right on 78 
minutes, but MacRae sent a 
glorious drive high into the net 
to make it 7-1. 

Kinlochshiel had the better 
of the closing stages without 
adding to their count and they 
now await an away-day against 
the winners of the tie between 
Glenurquhart and Skye Cama-
nachd in the Artemis MacAulay 
Cup quarter-finals on Saturday 
June 11.

Kyles Athletic 8 
Aberdour 0 
Kyles Athletic ran out 8-0 
winners against Aberdour at 
Tighnabruaich. 

This was always going to be 
a tough tie for Aberdour who 
have made a superb start to the 
Marine Harvest South Division 
1 season. Boss Lisa MacColl 
travelled without Alex Mitchell, 
the injured Tom Abbott and 
youngsters Jack Mitchell and 
Craig Grant who were studying 
for exams. John Martin Philips 
declared himself fit, despite not 
yet having fully recovered from 
a hand injury. 

Kyles were in no mood to show 
mercy to their lower league op-
ponents and Sandy MacKenzie 
on 7 and 12 minutes had them 
two goals to the good. 

Aberdour were forced to make 
a change on 15 minutes when 
Cammy McCue had to come 
off suffering from foot blisters 
which saw young Ally Abbott 
coming on to make his debut.

The fast, fluid Kyles forward 
line added to their tally when 
Thomas Whyte on 24 and 
Dunkie Kerr on 27 minutes 
made it 4-0. Whyte’s effort was 
the pick of the day’s goals as he 
sent the ball screaming into the 
top corner of the net.

Sandy MacKenzie completed 
his hat-trick to make it 5-0 on 36 
minutes.

Kyles were forced to introduce 
Innes MacDonald on 40 minutes 
when Gordon Whyte sustained 
a hand injury and the substitute 
made an almost immediate im-
pact when he sent the ball into 
the bottom corner of the net at 
the second attempt to make it 
6-0 at half time. 

The visitors made changes at 
the break and they came out 
fighting in the second half. 

They also had keeper Tom 
Bowerman to thank for a num-
ber of fine stops, particularly 

from Sandy Mackenzie. But 
Bowerman could do little to 
prevent Dunkie Kerr from 
getting his second goal a couple 
of minutes after the re-start and 
Roddy MacDonald making it 
8-0 on 66 minutes.  

The match gave the promising 
Aberdour squad an idea of what 
they should be aiming at to 
progress to the top level in the 
game. 

Kyles Athletic now host the 
winners of the tie between Glas-
gow Mid Argyll and Ballachul-
ish which has still to be played. 

Lovat 5 
Lochaber 3 
Lovat beat Lochaber 5-3 in 
what was a thrilling end-to-end 
encounter at Balgate.  

Lochaber boss Ally Ferguson 
didn’t have his problems to seek 
as the Spean Bridge side were 
without an entire recognised 
defence.  

Lovat were 5-1 winners when 
the sides met at Balgate in the 
Marine Harvest Premiership in 
mid-March. 

Wing forward Graeme Mac-
Millan twice went close for Lo-
vat in the opening minutes and 
at the other end, a nine-minute 
Ben Delaney shot rose over the 
bar.  

A Kevin Bartlett shot was well 
saved with his feet by Callum 
MacDonald on 11 minutes and 
the keeper just managed to get 
the ball away for a corner ahead 
of Graeme MacMillan who was 
quickly closing him down. 

A nice one-touch move from 
the Lovat forwards saw the ball 
passed from Greg Matheson to 
Lorne MacKay to Kevin Bart-
lett with Graeme MacMillan 
just failing to get on the end of 
Bartlett’s pass. 

Lovat went in front on 24 min-
utes when Greg Matheson ran 
onto a pass and he scored from 
wide right to make it 1-0. 

Lochaber almost levelled on 
27 minutes when there was a 
scramble at the edge of the ‘D’ 
but Craig Mainland dashed back 
to clear the ball off the goal line. 

Stuart MacDonald saved a 
blistering Ben Delaney shot with 
his hand five minutes later. 

Lovat doubled their lead on 37 
minutes when Greg Matheson 
thumped a Lewis Tawse pass 
into the net. 

The play continued to move 
from one end of the field to the 
other and a Ben Delaney effort 
went over the top with five first 
half minutes remaining. 

Greg Matheson completed 
his hat-trick a minute into the 
second half. Scott MacKenzie 
won possession in midfield and 
played the ball up the wing 
to Graeme MacMillan. Greg 

Matheson took MacMillan’s 
cross first-time for what was a 
terrific finish.

Danny Kelly missed a chance a 
minute later after he had surged 
forward into the ‘D’.

Lochaber pulled a goal back on 
49 minutes. Stuart MacDonald 
saved a Stuart Callison shot but 
Ben Delaney was on hand to 
score from the rebound. 

Lovat restored their three-goal 
advantage on 52 minutes when 
Callum MacDonald stopped 
a Kevin Bartlett effort and 
Graeme MacMillan slammed 
the rebound into the net to make 
it 4-1.

It was game-on again a minute 
later when Ben Delaney got his 
second to make it 4-2. 

The next goal came Lovat’s 
way on 63 minutes. Lochaber 
keeper Callum MacDonald 
came off his line to block a 
Kevin Bartlett attempt on goal. 
Graeme MacMillan was first 
onto the rebound and his first-
time shot was heading high into 
the net. Callum MacDonald and 
defender John Sweeney both 
raced back towards the goal line 
and MacDonald appeared to get 
the final touch as he stretched 
to hook the ball away. But the 
ball fell for Lorne MacKay who 
netted to make it 5-3.

Lochaber made a change on 
66 minutes with Danny Delaney 
coming on for Pat Toal. Findlay 
MacDonald dropped back to 
wing centre, with Delaney join-
ing the attack. 

When Ben Delaney played a 
great pass to Kevin Ferguson on 
71 minutes, Stuart MacDonald 
had to be at his best to keep out 
Ferguson’s strike.

A minute later, Lorne MacKay 
picked out Graeme MacMillan 
with a free-hit but the Scotland 
U21 player’s shot went just the 
wrong side of the base of the 
post. Scott MacKenzie and 
Graeme MacMillan were re-
placed by Calum MacAulay and 
Euan Ferguson on 73 minutes. 

Lochaber’s Stuart Callison 
beat his man and fed the ball to 
Danny Delaney on 82 minutes 
who scored to make it 5-3.

With three minutes remaining, 
Callison sent a shot wide as 
Lochaber finished strongly.

Referee Archie Ritchie award-
ed the Spean Bridge side a pen-
alty on 89 minutes when Danny 
Delaney went down inside the 
‘D’. Delaney took the spot-hit 
but Scotland keeper Stuart 
MacDonald made a cracking 
save as he stretched low to his 
right-hand side to turn the ball 
away.  

This was an enjoyable match 
for the spectators with plenty 
of goalmouth action. Lovat now 
face a trip to the Eilan to play 

Newtonmore in the quarter-fi-
nals. 

Bute 1 
Oban Celtic 1 
(after extra-time - Bute won 2-0 
on penalties)

The noon tie between Marine 
Harvest National Division side 
Bute and Oban Celtic from Ma-
rine Harvest South Division 1 at 
the Meadows went all the way to 
penalties before the home side 
came out on top. 

The game was evenly contested 
throughout, with Neil Carmi-
chael, Daniel Madej and player/
manager Kenny Wotherspoon 
all having chances for the Oban 
side. 

The deadlock was eventually 
broken on 77 minutes with 
Daniel Madej again proving his 
worth to the Celtic forward line 
when he put them in front. 

Celtic thought they had caused 
an upset and the job was almost 
done. They kept the ball in their 
opponent’s half as the clock ran 
down. 

As the tie moved into the 
second minute of injury time, 
Bute won possession and played 
the ball up the field. It looked 
as if the ball would run out of 
play but Scott Harvey tried his 
luck from the tightest of angles 
and the ball looped over Celtic 
keeper Scott Mossman’s head 
into the net to force the tie into 
extra-time. 

The tired and weary players 
fought out the extra 30 minutes 
without any further scoring and 
referee David Mitchell took the 
tie to what was to prove to be a 
controversial penalty shoot-out.  

Both sides missed their first 
two spot-hits. Then Celtic missed 
again and Bute had a chance to 
go ahead. Scott Mossman saved 
Bute’s third effort with his feet 
but, in the act of saving the shot, 
the keeper lost grip of his stick 
and the referee ordered a retake 
which Bute scored. 

The shoot-out finished 2-0 in 
Bute’s favour and they will now 
host Inveraray in the quarter-fi-
nals. 

Oban Celtic player/manager 
Kenny Wotherspoon was 
satisfied with the performance 
although disappointed with the 
result. ‘It was a tremendous ef-
fort from the lads,’ he said after 
the game. ‘We had nine players 
out but our team was far from 
weakened and if we had seen out 
the last 10 seconds of normal 
time, no one would have denied 
us to be worthy winners.’

On the penalty controversy, 
Kenny added: ‘I think the shinty 
Gods were against us with the 
last hit of the 90 minutes and 
then the penalty incident. I’ve 
never seen anything like it. Scott 
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup
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Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup

Saturday April 30 2016
Artemis Macaulay Cup
First round
Bute 1-1 Oban Celtic
Bute won 2-0 on penalties 
Kingussie 1-2 Newtonmore 
Kinlochshiel 7-1 Fort William
Kyles Athletic 8-0 Aberdour
Lovat 5-3 Lochaber 
Oban Camanachd 2-3 Inveraray

Balliemore Cup 1st Round
Ballachulish 0-7 Glasgow MA

Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup 2nd round
Kilmory 4-0 Oban Lorn  
Boleskine1-7 Beauly 
Glengarry 1-3 Kingussie 
Kinlochshiel 3-2 Lovat  
Glenurquhart 5-0 Lochcarron
Caberfeidh 1-2 Kyles Athletic
Tayforth v Lochaber
Lochaber unable to raise a team 
walkover to Tayforth 

Marine Harvest 
National Division 
Kilmallie 2-0 Caberfeidh 
Beauly 6-1 Inverness 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Strathglass 7-1 Fort William

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers 3-2 Glenorchy
Inveraray 2-3 Taynuilt  

Marine Harvest
North Division 2 
Kilmallie 0-6 Aberdeen Uni

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute 2-0 Dunoon

Fixtures

Results

Newtonmore captain Steven Macdonald shields the ball from Kingussie’s Thomas Borthwick during 
last Saturday’s Macaulay Cup tie at The Dell. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Newtonmore youngster Iain Robinson rides the challenge this challenge from Kingussie’s Louis 
Munro. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Friday May 6
Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Kingussie v Newtonmore  
Willie MacDonald - 7pm
   
Saturday May 7
Camanachd Cup 1st Round 
Caberfeidh v Glenorchy  
John Angus Gillies - noon
Beauly v Bute    
Graham Cameron - 1pm
Inveraray v Ballachulish  
David Mitchell 
Oban Celtic v Strathglass  
Ronnie Campbell

Artemis Macaulay Cup
1st Round
Glenurquhart v Skye  
Calum Girvan

Marine Harvest Premiership
Fort William v Lochaber   
Lachie Wood - 3pm
Kinlochshiel v Kyles Athletic 
Evan MacRae 
Newtonmore v Kingussie  
Innes Wood  
Oban Camanachd v Lovat  
Robert Baxter 

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Inverness v Glasgow Mid Argyll 
Deek Cameron

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Beauly v Kinlochshiel  
Andy MacLean - 3.30
Lovat v Glenurquhart  
Daniel MacRae
Fort William v Skye  
Martin MacLean - noon

Marine Harvest
South Division 1 
Col Glen  v Aberdour  
Euan Pearson
Kyles Athletic v Lochside
Iain Kennedy

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Aberdeen Uni v Strathspey  
Callum Duff
Caberfeidh v Boleskine  
John Wood - noon 
Glengarry v Lochcarron  
Scot McNeil
Lewis v Kilmallie  
John Matheson
Lochaber v Inverness  
Duncan Kelly 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Aberdour v Oban Lorn  
Ross Brown
Bute  v Tayforth
Jim Innes
Kilmory v Dunoon  
Jon Gallagher

saved the shot and the ball was 
safe before he lost his stick. We 
will seek clarification on the 
matter but at the same time, 
we congratulate Bute. We just 
hope that we weren’t done by an 
incorrect decision as the game 
didn’t merit that.’ 

Balliemore Cup - 
� rst round 
Ballachulish 0 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 7
The final Balliemore Cup first 
round tie saw Glasgow Mid 
Argyll beat Ballachulish 7-0 at 
Jubilee Park. 

This was the second time the 
sides have met at the same venue 
this season, with GMA running 
out 4-0 winners in their league 
encounter on the opening day of 
the shinty season. 

Garry Luke put GMA ahead 
on 16 minutes when he ran the 
ball across the penalty spot 
before sending a firm strike 
through a group of defenders, 
past an unsighted Cameron 
Sutherland in goal, into the 
corner of the net. 

When referee Innes Wood 
awarded GMA a penalty on 31 
minutes, Craig Anderson took 
responsibility. 

Anderson didn’t hit the ball 
as firmly as he’d have liked but 
the ball evaded the keeper and 
ended up in the net.

Calum McLay sent a rasping 
shot into the net to make it 3-0 
on 39 minutes and that’s the way 
it stayed until the interval. 

Craig Anderson got his second 
on 51 minutes to make it 4-0.

Another fierce Calum McLay 
strike four minutes later added 
to GMA’s tally and youngster 
McLay blasted home on 68 min-
utes to complete an impressive 
hat-trick. 

Euan Forsyth rounded off the 
scoring in style on 74 minutes 
when he took the ball out of the 
air on his left side before send-
ing a back-hand shot into the 
bottom right corner of the net to 
round off the 7-0 win. 

Aberdein 
Considine 
Sutherland Cup – 
second round
Glengarry 1 
Kingussie 3 
The Kingussie reserves are 
through to the last eight of the 
Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup after beating Glengarry 3-1 
at Craigard.

It was the Kingussie youngsters 
who got the goals that made the 
difference. 

Ruaridh Anderson put the 
Kings ahead on nine minutes 
and a Liam Borthwick strike on 
32 minutes made it 2-0 at the 
break. 

Roddy Young made it 3-0 on 
75 minutes and although Steven 
Cameron pulled a goal back a 
minute from time, it’s Kingussie 
who are through to the next 
round. 

Kinlochshiel 3 
Lovat 2 
(after extra-time)
The noon meeting between the 
Kinlochshiel and Lovat reserve 
teams at Kirkton was switched 

to Bught Park as the west coast 
pitch was unable to host two fix-
tures and the Artemis Macaulay 
Cup tie between Kinlochshiel 
and Fort William took prece-
dence. 

Neil Fraser gave ’Shiel the 
lead after just 10 minutes and 
he scored again to make it 2-0 
with just five first half minutes 
remaining. 

Lovat had just had an effort 
ruled out, with the goal judge 
flagging for offside, when ’Shiel 
broke quickly up the right wing. 
A cross was missed by Lovat 
defender Sam Ferguson and 
Neil Fraser had time to steady 
himself before picking his spot 
to score.

Fraser Gallagher pulled a 
goal back to make it 2-1 on 69 
minutes when he gathered pos-
session and turned John Don 
MacKenzie before sending a 
powerful shot into the net. 

Lovat equalised with just six 
minutes remaining when Fraser 
Gallagher slipped the ball to the 
over-lapping Conall MacIllechi-
ar who fired the ball home from 
20 yards out from almost the 
same spot as Gallagher’s goal.

With the contest tied at 2-2 
after 90 minutes, referee John 
Matheson took the match into 
extra-time. 

And it was Neil Fraser who 
made the difference when he 
completed his hat-trick on 96 
minutes to make it 3-2.   

Another Neil Fraser effort 
hit the post and the ’Shiel 
danger-man then forced a great 
save from Lovat keeper Ronan 
MacMillan.

’Shiel looked in control and 
they could have added to their 
lead had it not been for some 
good saves from Ronan Mac-
Millan in the Lovat goal.

Lovat came back in the second 
period of extra-time but it’s 
the Kinlochshiel seconds who 
now look forward to a home tie 
against the winners of the game 
between the Newtonmore and 
Skye Camanachd second teams 
which takes place in a fortnight. 

 
Glenurquhart 5 
Lochcarron 0 
The Glenurquhart second 
team were 5-0 winners against 
Lochcarron at Blairbeg. The 
Glen went into the match as 
favourites, playing in Marine 
Harvest North Division 1 with 
Lochcarron in the league below, 
and they were 3-0 ahead after 
just 10 minutes. 

Ryan Porter got the opener 
in the first minute with Finlay 
Ralston on eight minutes and 
James MacPherson a couple of 
minutes later making it 3-0. 

Cairn Urquhart on 22 min-
utes and a second from James 
MacPherson on 31 minutes 
made it 5-0. 

There was no further scoring 
and it’s Glenurquhart who pro-
gress to the next round. 

Caberfeidh 1 
Kyles Athletic 2 
(after extra time) 
The Kyles Athletic colts, who 
won this trophy a couple of years 
ago, edged out the Cabers colts 
after extra-time at Castle Leod.

After a goal-less first half, 
Martin MacFadyen gave Kyles 
the lead after 55 minutes. 

A Colin MacLennan goal on 

83 minutes meant referee Cal-
lum Duff had to take the tie to 
an extra-time period. 

The crucial goal came just 
three minutes into extra-time 
when Rupert William scored to 
make it 2-1. 

Cabers tried hard to find a lev-
eller but it wasn’t to be and Peter 
Mobeck’s Kyles team now have a 
home tie against Tayforth in the 
last eight of the tournament.

Kilmory 4 
Oban Lorn 0 
Kilmory are through to the next 
round after they beat Oban 
Lorn 4-0 at MacRae Park.

Alex Cunningham scored 
twice with Hal Jones and Craig 
Taylor getting the others.  

Kilmory will now travel to 
the Dell to play the Kingussie 
reserves in the quarter finals. 

  
Boleskine 1 
Beauly 7 
The Beauly second team record-
ed an impressive 7-1 triumph 
over Boleskine at Smith Park.

Marc MacLachlan, who was 
the match winner against the 
Skye Camanachd second team a 
week earlier, scored on eight and 
10 minutes to put the visitors 2-0 
in front. 

Rory Campbell, back in the 
Beauly side, made it 3-0 on 17 
minutes and Angus Renwick 
added a fourth on 21 minutes. 

Dickie MacKenzie pulled a 
goal back for Boleskine on 37 
minutes but a Robbie Brindle 
strike on 44 minutes made it 5-1 
at the break.

Late goals from Peter Dickson 
on 81 minutes and Martin Da-
vidson on 89 minutes put gloss 
on the win. 

The Beauly reserves have a 
home tie against the Glenur-
quhart reserves in the Aberdein 
Considine Sutherland Cup 
quarter-finals on Saturday May 
28. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division 
Beauly 6 
Inverness 1 
Beauly bounced back from the 
previous weekend’s defeat to 
Caberfeidh by beating Inverness 
6-1 in their noon throw up at 
Braeview Park. The result takes 
Steven MacLean’s side to the top 
of the Marine Harvest National 
Division on goal difference.  

Inverness were without Som-
hairle MacDonald who contin-
ues to be dogged by a hamstring 
injury. 

Jack MacDonald has started 
the season well for Beauly and 
he put his side in front on six 
minutes with a half-volley from 
outside the ‘D’.

Charlie MacDonald drew 
Inverness level on 28 minutes. 

Jack MacDonald got his second 
with a low, hard shot to restore 
the home side’s advantage on 35 
minutes.

Calum Morrison then got in 
on the act with two quick goals 
on 52 and 53 minutes. Both 
efforts from the Beauly forward 
were tap-ins from inside the ‘D’, 
giving the home side a 4-1 lead.

Jack MacDonald completed 
his hat-trick on 71 minutes when 
he struck the ball low into the 
net.

A powerful Jack MacDonald 

strike into the roof of the net just 
three minutes later - his fourth 
goal of the game and his 14th 
goal in seven competitive match-
es this season – made it 6-1. 

Beauly are now one of four 
teams – half the division – tied 
at the top of the table, separated 
only by goal difference. 

 
Kilmallie 2 
Caberfeidh 0 
Two second half goals saw  
Kilmallie beat Caberfeidh 2-0 
in their 11am throw up at the 
Canal Parks. 

Despite the best efforts of both 
sets of players, there were no 
goals in the first half. 

Kilmallie made the best possi-
ble start to the second half when 
Bryan MacKay put them ahead 
within a minute of the re-start. 

MacKay was played in one-on-
one with the Caberfeidh keeper 
and slotted the ball home to 
make it 1-0.

Liam MacDonald came on 
mid-way through the second half 
and made it 2-0 on 70 minutes 
when he collected possession 
and turned his marker before 
shooting past the keeper. 

The win lifts Kilmallie to third 
spot in the league, behind the 
top two on goal difference.  

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Strathglass 7 
Fort William 1
League leaders Strathglass 
showed their title credentials 
when they beat reigning champi-
ons Fort William seconds 7-1 at 
Cannich.

David Balharry’s Strathglass 
side went into the match having 
dropped just one point from 
their opening six league fixtures.  

Fort William’s Jay MacLeod 
started a two-match suspension 
following his red card in the 
Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup defeat to the Kyles Athletic 
second team in their last match a 
fortnight earlier.  

Barry Phimister and Scott 
Douglas have been prolific for 
Strathglass this season and they 
did the damage once more with 
Phimister grabbing a hat-trick 
and Douglas bagging a brace. 

Steven Hyslop and Darren 
Reid got the other goals with 
Seamus Gall getting a consola-
tion strike for the Fort. 

Strathglass now top the table, 
three points ahead of the New-
tonmore second team, although 
they have played a game more. 

Tayforth W/O 
v Lochaber  
One of the most intriguing ties 
of the second round was the 
meeting between Marine Har-
vest South Division 2 leaders 

Tayforth and Marine Harvest 
North Division 2 leaders Lo-
chaber seconds at Levenhall 
Links. 

But there was disappointment 
all round as Lochaber were 
unable to raise a team for the 
game so Tayforth now travel 
to Tighnabruaich to play Kyles 
Athletic in the quarter-finals. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers 3 
Glenorchy 2 
Lochside Rovers came from two 
goals down to beat Glenorchy 
3-2 at Ganavan.

Glenorchy got off to a super 
start with Dylan Cooke on four 
minutes and Connor Sartain on 
eight minutes putting them 2-0 
ahead. 

Lochside were level by the 
break though thanks to two 
Lewis Buchanan goals on 11 and 
37 minutes. 

And Lewis Buchanan was the 
Lochside Rovers hero when he 
completed his hat-trick on 79 
minutes with what proved to be 
the winner. 

The 3-2 victory puts Lochside 
a point clear at the top of the 
table, although they have played 
two games more than second 
placed Aberdour. 

Inveraray 2 
Taynuilt 3 
Taynuilt twice came from 
behind to beat the Inveraray 
seconds 3-2 at the Winterton.

When referee Willie MacDon-
ald pointed to the penalty spot 
on the half-hour mark, Robert 
Wood stepped up to convert the 
spot-hit. 

Ryan Gillies equalised just five 
minutes later when he scored 
from inside the ‘D’. 

Graham MacPherson put 
Inveraray back in front on 40 
minutes, only for Liam Higgins 
to make it 2-2 with a strike from 
outside the ‘D’ on the stroke of 
half-time. 

The winning goal came on the 
hour when a second close range 
strike of the afternoon from 
Ryan Gillies made it 3-2.

Taynuilt now jump to fourth 
in the table and only trail third-
placed Oban Celtic on goal 
difference. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Kilmallie 0 
Aberdeen University 6 
Aberdeen University main-
tained their 100 per cent league 
record when they overcame 
the Kilmallie colts 6-0 in their 
1.30pm throw up at Canal Parks.

It was a close first half with 
not much between the teams but 

the students grabbed a couple 
of goals before the interval with 
Stuart Cameron on 35 minutes 
and Willie Hunter on 43 minutes 
both putting away rebounds off 
the keeper. 

The Aberdeen side upped the 
pressure in the second half and 
player/manager Jamie Beaton 
made it 3-0 just 10 minutes 
after the re-start after an Alex 
Duncan shot had been saved by 
the keeper. 

Stuart Cameron got his second 
on 60 minutes after he chased 
a loose ball which everyone 
thought was going out of play 
and scored from the tightest of 
angles. 

Kenny Cushnie made it 5-0 on 
64 minutes when Alex Duncan 
knocked down a corner and 
Cushnie fired home into the 
roof of the net on the half-volley.

It was Cushnie again who 
rounded off the scoring with 
just six minutes remaining. The 
goal came following another 
corner and this time the former 
Lochcarron player got in front 
of his marker to score on the 
half-volley.

There were heavy rain showers 
throughout the game which 
didn’t help the players and the 
visitors were delighted to pick 
up another two points away from 
home at a place where they hav-
en’t had much recent success. 

The Granite City side now 
move to the top of the table, 
ahead of the Lochaber reserves 
and Lochcarron on goal dif-
ference and they have played a 
game fewer. Aberdeen Univer-
sity have now averaged seven 
goals in each of their five league 
fixtures.  

 
Inverness P 
Strathspey Camanachd P
The match between the Inver-
ness reserves and Strathspey 
Camanachd at Bught Park was 
postponed as the visitors were 
unable to raise a team.

Inverness opted not to claim 
the points as they felt it would be 
more beneficial for their young 
side’s development to play the 
match so it will be rescheduled 
for Saturday June 4. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute 2 
Dunoon 0 
The Bute second team beat 
Dunoon 2-0 in their 3pm throw 
up at the Meadows. 

Chris McGowan gave Bute a 
12-minute lead. It stayed that 
way until a couple of minutes 
from time when Ryan Craig 
added a second. 

Bute climb to fourth in the ta-
ble, behind third place Kilmory 
on goal difference.  
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday May 5, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.27 4.0 10.40 0.6 16.40 3.8 23.01 0.5
Fri 05.09 4.1 11.24 0.4 17.20 4.0 23.48 0.3
Sat 05.51 4.2 12.07 0.3 18.01 4.1  **.**  *.*
Sun 00.34 0.3 06.32 4.1 12.50 0.3 18.42 4.0
Mon 01.21 0.3 07.14 4.0 13.34 0.4 19.24 3.9
Tues 02.09 0.5 07.57 3.7 14.18 0.6 20.07 3.7
Wed 02.58 0.8 08.43 3.4 15.06 0.8 20.52 3.5
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

6
11

10

Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 5°C to 11ºC.
Friday Sunny
 Winds light west north westerly
 Temperatures 7°C to 12ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate northerly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 13ºC.

Rugby

Football

LAST Wednesday’s result: Alba 
Thistle 0, Oban Saints 0. Saturday’s 
results:  Premier Division - Oban 
Saints 2, Goldenhill 6; Inverclyde 
4, Campbeltown Pupils 2; Premier 
Division One - Dunoon 0, Neilston 0; 
Tarbert 0, FC Clydebank 1.
 Next Saturday’s fixtures: Premier 
Division - Campbeltown Pupils no 
game; East Kilbride Rolls Royce v 
Oban Saints; Premier Division One 
- Dunoon v Easthall Star; Lochgil-
phead Red Star v Kilbowie Union; 
Premier Division Two - Tarbert v 
Rutherglen.  

Football

Scottish AFL results 
and � xtures

Oban Saints’ youth 
results and � xtures
Youth Football
LAST weekend’s results: Kilbowie 
Union v Under 13s, postponed; 
Under 14s 6,Dumbarton United 2; 
Saints scorers were Aidan MacPhee 
(2), Euan Finlay, Aaron McKay, Jude 
Bain and Craig Millar. Under 15s v 
Cali Thistle postponed; Under 16s 4, 
Port Glasgow Juniors 3. On target for 
Saints were Craig MacMillan, Couper 
Munt, Ruaridh Horne and Lewis 
Buchanan. Under 19s 3 Westerton 0. 
Scoring for Saints were Jay Cooper, 
Daniel MacMillan and Douglas 
MacLeod.
 This weekend’s fixtures: Under 13s 
v Drumchapel; Under 14s v PFD 
United; Helensburgh v Under 15s; 
Under 16s no game; Milngavie v 
Under 19s. 

Female football
day a big success

MORE than 40 girls from 
across Argyll and Bute recently 
took part in a female football 
development day in Oban, 
organised by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s football development 
officer Martin Rae
 The girls, from Oban High 
School, Rothesay Academy 
and Dunoon Grammar School, 
were put through a number of 
educational football practises 
that worked on improving 
different aspects of their game.  
 To finish off, they took part 
in a round robin which saw 
the schools competing against 
each other. The event was a 
great success and plans are 
now under way to develop girls’ 
football in the area.

Football

A VERY wet Sunday morn-
ing saw the Oban Under 12 
hockey team travel to Stirling 
to compete in their first ever 
tournament. The sun was shin-
ing, however, by the time the 
players were pitchside and all 
looked very professional in their 
black and pink strips. Five teams 
were to compete in the six-a-side 
mixed tournament, the format 
being a round robin with a final 
to decide first and second place.

As the players lined out for 
the first game, there were 
understandable nerves but all 
coped admirably and defended 
well against an older Stirling 
Wanderer’s side. A breakaway 
towards the end of the match 

Oban junior hockey team play in Stirling tournament
came, created by excellent 
defending by Shauna MacLeod 
and Benjamin MacAllister. Amy 
Edwards seized the opportunity, 
outrunning defenders to take on 
the opposition goalie, forcing an 
excellent save. Unfortunately, 
sustained pressure meant, 
despite the team effort, some 
excellent goals were scored by 
Stirling and the game ended 
with a loss to Oban.

The second and third games 
were against two excellent 
Watsonian teams from Glasgow. 
Some good runs were made by 
opposition forwards. Edie Elliot 
was a rock in defence, denying 
a variety of otherwise certain 
goals with some very well timed 

tackles, gaining a hand injury in 
the process. Ice cream was sub-
stituted for ice as treatment and 
the hand was much improved 
but it meant the team were a 
man down for the fourth and 
final match. The players showed 
they were equal to the task and 
again some excellent defence 
from Grace Davies kept the op-
position at bay while some lovely 
passing play from Imogen Oates 
and Lauren MacLeod created 
scoring opportunities up front. 

Unfortunately, it wasn’t to be 
Oban’s day and it was Stirling 
Wanderer’s against Watsonians 
in the final. The day ended on 
a high note though, with Oban 
being complimented by all at-

Hockey

The Oban junior hockey 
team during last weekend’s 

tournament in Stirling

OBAN Bowling Club opened its 
doors last weekend and allowed 
people to try their hand at the 
sport free of charge.

This was part of a national 
campaign aimed at getting more 
people, of all ages, playing bowls 
regularly at clubs.

More fun
Helen MacLean, president of 

Oban Bowling Club and who has 
been playing the sport for more 
than 20 years, said: ‘We’re trying 
to make it more fun and show 
that kids can play this game.

‘We now have coloured bowls 
of all sizes for all ages and tar-
gets that they can use.

‘It’s a game for everyone and 
with the targets, people can 
practise a certain shot and you The existing members of the club welcome new players to try out the sport. 17_t19bowls01.

tending the tournament for their 
team spirit and work rate.

A good time was had by all and 
a special thanks went to all the 
parents who came to support the 
team.

This will hopefully be the 
first of many tournaments for 
the Obanites and training will 
continue in earnest on Thursday 
evenings at Oban High School.

Open day for beginners
at Oban Bowling club

can make it more difficult by 
placing the targets further away.

‘Anyone can come in and 
borrow bowls and shoes and 
try the game. You can play by 
yourself at any time or come at 
an organised session or you can 
play every day of the week, every 
minute of the day and travel like 
mad, like myself.’

More than 200 bowling clubs 
took part in the 2015 Try Bowls 
campaign resulting in more than 
2,000 people trying the sport.

Mrs MacLean added: ‘The 
open day has helped a lot. We 
have been busy and have had 
people sign up to the club.’

Bowls

OBAN Lorne welcomed 2016 
National Shield Winners Car-
rick to Glencruitten on Saturday 
in what could be the last home 
game of the season for the 
Green Machine.

Carrick, who inflicted a heavy 
51-5 defeat on Oban Lorne in 
October, were on a high after 
defeating Highland 34-27 on 
April 17 to lift the National 
Shield title.

Despite the teams sitting only 
a place apart in the table there 
is a huge gap of almost 30 points 
between the sides. Oban, miss-
ing some key players including 
captain Cammy Smith, brother 
Struan and Centre Dave Mc-
Cabe, were hoping to close the 
divide in the table between the 
sides. 

Both teams looked hungry to 
play some attacking rugby as 
the ball was moved around well 
in an entertaining opening 10 
minutes. 

Carrick took an early lead 
shortly before Oban hit back 
with a try from second row 
Antoine De La Pam to give a 7-5 
scoreline to the visitors.

The away side extended their 
lead to 10-5 with a penalty be-
fore extending the lead again to 
17-5 with a well worked try.  

Oban though hit back before 
the break with tries from Calum 
MacLachlan and a second from 
Antoine De La Pam for a 17-17 
half-time score. 

Oban Lorne lose out to Carrick
Oban Lorne                      22
Carrick                               44
BT West Division 1

Oban were delighted with their 
first half efforts but knew they 
would be in for a tough second 
half against a team superior in 
fitness levels.

This proved to be the case 
as the visitors ran in five 
second-half tries with Oban 
responding with a score through 
Craig Wright.

The final score of 48-22 was 
rather flattering to the visitors 
who were made to work hard 
throughout the game by a physi-
cal Oban Lorne team.

The game may have been 
closer if Oban’s season had 
not been disrupted so much 
in recent  months. The team 
have had to deal with a series 
of setbacks including a spate 
of bad injuries, lack of training 
facilities and a record number of 
postponed games meaning the 
team have not been able to gain 
any momentum over the course 
of the season.

Despite the issues throughout 
the season Oban have secured a 
top four finish in their first ever 
season in West Division 1 having 
won eight out of 16 league games 
played this season.

Next Saturday Oban  Lorne 
travel to take on lowly Garnock 
RFC for the last away fixture of 
the season. 

Oban’s last home game is 
scheduled for Saturday May 14 
at home to Cambuslang. There 
are doubts this fixture will go 
ahead as the already-relegated 
opposition have postponed the 
fixture three times over the past 
month.

ARGYLL and Bute welcomed 
local rivals Cowal to Oban on 
Saturday for the second meeting 
between the sides this season.

The game kicked off with both 
sides testing each other out, 
having an equal share of posses-
sion and territory. Argyll were 
dealt a huge blow 10 minutes 
into the game as they lost the 

experienced Neil Rimmer due 
to a serious hand injury. Despite 
this setback the home side took 
the lead with a pick and go at 
the back of the scrum from over 
20 metres out to score and take 
an early 7-0 lead. The try scorer 
was aided by two poorly missed 
tackles in the Cowal defence.

Argyll’s lead was short-lived as 
Cowal scored two quick tries to 
take a 14-7 lead. Both tries were 
almost identical to each other 
and again the try scorers were 

helped with some poor defence.
Into the second half Cowal 

scored their third try of the 
game taking the lead to 21-7. 

Argyll then introduced Ru-
airidh Lister Campbell for his 
senior rugby debut. The flanker 
started extremely well making 
good ground for the hosts by 
fending off two defenders where 
he eventually passed out to 
winger Lewis MacFarlane who 
ran in from the halfway line to 
finish off under the posts.

A moment of lost concentration 
cost Argyll a try when Cowal 
gained possession, hacked the 
ball through and scored from an 
error by the Argyll full back to 
take the score to 28-7. Argyll hit 
back with another try to bring the 
score back to 28-19. The home 
side were reduced to 14 players 
with the sin-binning in the front 
row resulting in the game going 
to uncontested scrums.

Cowal scored the final try of 
the game in the last 10 minutes, 
sealing a comfortable 33-18 win.

This Saturday Argyll play their 
last game of the season at home 
to league champions Police 
Scotland RFC. Kick off is 3pm 
TBC at Glencruitten

AGM
The 2016 Oban Lorne AGM will 
take place on Monday May 30 at 
6pm in the clubhouse. All mem-
bers are encouraged to attend.

There are several vacancies 
to be filled on the club com-
mittee and all current and past 
members are invited to consider 
becoming part of a vibrant and 
dedicated team.

Club Dinner
Oban Lorne will be hosting the 
club’s 2016 dinner on Saturday 
night in the clubhouse. Tickets 
are still available at £25pp from 
Tommy Sutherland and Darrell 
Williams. Guest speakers in-
clude former Scotland captain 
Jason White.

Donald 
makes the 
Scotland 
squad

Donald Campbell in action 
during a recent Scotland 

practise match.
OBAN Saints midfielder Don-
ald Campbell has been included 
in the Scotland amateur squad 
for the international match 
against Northern Ireland to be 
held in Belfast on Saturday May 
14.
 Saints’ teammate Scott Mait-
land has been put on standby 
and will also go to Belfast if 
anybody calls off.  Both players 
have been training with the 
squad and have impressed Scot-
land boss Bruce McNaught with 
their attitude and commitment. 

Scott Maitland also took
part in the practise game.

Oban Lorne’s Corrie Louw charges forward and takes the game to the Carrick defence.

Argyll and Bute                  18
Cowal                                 33
BT West Division 4
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THE LOCAL Mòd nan Eilean 
Siar 2016 organising commit-
tee is appealing for volunteer 
stewards for the festival from 
October 14 to 22. 

Committee chairman Nor-
man MacDonald said: ‘We 
need to ensure competitions 
and events run safely, there-
fore we would ask anyone who 
feels they can give of their time 
during the week of the Mod to 
get in touch with us.’ 

UP-TO-DATE information 
about Corran Ferry sailings is 
to appear on Twitter.

Following last week’s can-
cellations, which prompted 
anger from ferry users over the 
lack of information provided,  
Highland Council sta�  will now 
‘tweet’ out of normal council 
working hours if the service is 
not running so passengers can 
access the latest details.

Ferry updates to 
go live on Twitter  

Make a date for 
school’s � rst fete  

NEVIS Bakery’s shortbread 
has been shortlisted in the 
Scottish Baker of the Year 
2016 competition.

The Fort William firm has 
won numerous awards over 
the years for its cakes and 
pies. 

But this year its short-
bread, which it supplies 
to prestigious department 
store Selfridges, could be 
the big winner.

Nevis Bakery owner Ar-
chie Paterson told The Oban 
Times: ‘We are always told 
we make the best shortbread 
in the land so, hopefully, 
if we get this award, it will 
make it official.’

More than 15,000 custom-
ers from across Scotland 
have voted for their favour-
ite bakery products across 
six categories. 

Scottish Bakers Chief 
Executive Alan Clarke said: 
‘We took delivery of hun-
dreds of excellent scones, 
loaves, savoury items, morn-
ing rolls, individual cakes 
and biscuits made by bakers, 
and our judges, led by head 
judge Robert Ross, have 
once again done us proud. 
We have a strong shortlist 
to take forward to the next 
stage.’

TV judge and celebrity 
cake designer Mich Turner 

MBE, who will present 
the awards after they are 
announced in May, said: 
‘Good luck to all the bakers 
who have been shortlisted. 
I look forward to being sur-
prised and delighted when 
I announce the winners in 
Glasgow.’

Winner of the 2015 com-
petition Gordon McGhee 
of McGhee’s Bakery in 
Glasgow said: ‘Since win-
ning, our business has gone 
from strength to strength 
and we have been able to 
share our success with all of 
our customers by continuing 
to provide the best baked 
goods day in and day out.’

FORT William’s UCI Moun-
tain Bike World Cup has 
topped a list of the best five 
bike events for spectators in 
2016 by sponsor Red Bull. 

Famed for its extreme 
descents down Aonach Mor, 
stunning views and animated 
crowds, the Fort meeting has 
become arguably the most 
popular stop on the eight-
event world cup circuit.

This year’s Fort William 
event will take place on June 
4 and 5, when the town will 
come alive with thousands of 
enthusiasts aiming to catch a 
glimpse of some of the sport’s 
biggest stars. The 2.8km 
course requires superb phys-
ical strength, instant reflexes 
and excllent bike control.

World champion Rachel 
Atherton said: ‘I’m stoked 
to be racing at Fort William 
again. Winning there last year 
was an amazing rush and the 
support from the home crowd 
is epic. 

GAELIC primary school Bun-
Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar is 
holding its � rst school fete 
this month.

The event, on Thursday 
May 19 from 6pm, will 
feature fun activities for all 
the family. The fete will be 
opened by a pipe band and 
there will be face painting 
and tattoos as well as a 
wheel of fortune and a lucky 
dip. 

There will also be refresh-
ments, including candy 
� oss.

Appeal for Mod 
volunteers 

Lifeline scheme to connect 
Lochaber homes extended

Left to right: Nicola Boywie, Janette Hunter and Annemarie Campbell, sta�  at Nevis Bakery’s High 
Street store in Fort William, with their shortbread that has been nominated in the Scottish Baker 

of the Year 2016 competition.

Taste of success for Nevis Bakery 
as shortbread makes shortlist

A TRUST is to make it easier 
for self-build home owners 
and community groups to con-
nect to Lochaber’s electricity 
network.

Scottish Hydro Electric 
Community Trust has vowed 
to help customers and commu-
nities in the north of Scotland 
who face high charges for new 
electricity connections.

The independent trust has 
announced it will be extend-
ing its support to fund 75 per 
cent of the cost of electricity 
connections for community 

projects and up to 50 per cent 
of the cost to individual cus-
tomers for new-build domestic 
connections. 

Trust funding is available to 
applicants in the Scottish Hy-
dro electric power distribution 
area which runs from Aber-
deen, Dundee and Inverness 
as well as the Scottish islands, 
Outer Hebrides, Arran and 
the Orkney islands. 

Ron Brown, trust chairman, 
said: ‘The trust was set up to 
recognise the particular chal-
lenges often associated with 
connecting to the electricity 
network in the north of Scot-
land, especially in rural and 
island communities.

‘We are keen to receive 
applications from projects 
that can bring significant ben-
efits to their communities and 
which require a new electricity 
connection. 

‘Depending on the level of 
benefit to the community, we 
will be able to fund between 
50 per cent and 75 per cent of 
the cost. We would also en-
courage individual customers 
who are facing high costs to 
apply and we can support up 
to 50 per cent of their connec-
tion costs.’

Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
MP Ian Blackford welcomed 
the move and told The Oban 
Times: ‘It is important we 

continue to build new houses 
in the Highlands. We want to 
keep young people here and 
don’t want them put off by 
additional costs.’

Ron Brown confirmed the 
trust awarded 23 grants total-
ling £61,815 last year.

This included a grant of 
£13,100 to Helmsdale and 
District Development Trust 
towards the connection cost 
for an affordable housing 
scheme. 

The project has created 
four new family homes in an 
economically fragile remote 
Highland village to help com-
bat depopulation and decline.

Paul Harrington from the 

Helmsdale development trust 
said: ‘The grant from the 
Scottish Hydro Electric Com-
munity Trust enabled us to 
meet the costs of connecting 
the first new affordable homes 
in our community for more 
than 35 years. 

‘The homes are 100 per cent 
owned by and for the com-
munity, operating a special 
lettings policy.  

‘Without support from the 
trust, the cost of connecting to 
the electricity network would 
have been a significant barrier 
to the delivery of our project.’

The closing date for the next 
round of applications to the 
trust is Friday May 20.

THERE are growing concerns among 
Spean Bridge residents over the safety 
of the Telford Bridge.

A meeting of Spean Bridge, Roy 
Bridge and Achnacarry Community 
Council on Tuesday night heard the 
bridge carries a heavy flow of traffic 
over the River Spean and onto the A82 
to Inverness and residents continue to 
be worried about the potential danger 
to people crossing the bridge.

Chairman of Spean Bridge, Roy 
Bridge and Achnacarry community 
council John Fotheringhman told The 
Oban Times: ‘Elderly and young resi-

dents are concerned about the traffic 
on the bridge.’

He said the community council 
had asked Transport Scotland for a 
safety risk assessment audit but there 
had been no further correspondence 
from the organisation adding he was 
concerned that the plans have been 
scrapped.

Mr Fotheringham said: ‘Between 
2007 and 2011 the community council 
spent a considerable amount of time 
trying to find a way to control traffic on 
the bridge.’

He added there had been numerous 

suggestions, including building a pe-
destrian bridge and removing one side 
of the pavement on the bridge. 

He explained that these attempts were 
unsuccessful as there were concerns 
about traffic flow in the busy summer 
months if these new measures were 
introduced. 

He added the community is limited in 
its actions because the bridge is a listed 
building. 

The meeting agreed the council 
would continue to put pressure on 
Transport Scotland to secure a safety 
risk assessment.

Spean residents’ growing concern 
over Telford Bridge safety

Fort’s bike world 
cup a winner

Slipway Autos Ltd
Unit 3a Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NB

Tel/fax - 01397 772404
MOT Testing (Classes 4, 5 & 7) 

Servicing, repairs and bodywork repairs
New and Used Car Sales

VW Transporter T28 (102) TDI SWB
62 – side loading door  -  53,626 miles... £12,500
VW Polo Match SA (Automatic)
12 – 5 dr h/back  - 20,951 miles ............... £8,750
VW Golf SE DSG
10 – 5 dr h/back – 42,100 miles ............... £8,195
VW Golf SE 1.6TDI
62  – Estate – 9,902 miles ...................... £10,495
VW Passat  S Tdi
59  -  Estate – 25,200 miles ...................... £6,250
VW Golf 2.0 TSI GTi
10 –  5 dr h/back -  48,500 miles ............ £11,995
Skoda Octavia SE TDI
15 – 5 dr h/back  -   5,200 miles  ............ £15,350
Seat Mii
13 – 3 dr h/back – 17,841 miles ............... £5,350
Citroen DS3 D Style + E HDI
12 – 3 dr h/back - 18,532 miles ................ £9,495
Citroen C1
12 – 5 dr h/back  -  39,392 miles .............. £3,795
Ford Transit 17 Seater Minibus Diesel 
58 - 16 passenger seats + driver seat ...... £7,550

VW Caddy Maxi C20 Life Tdi  -  12 plate 
3,400 mile 4 passenger seats, ramp and accommodation 
for a wheelchair or mobility scooter ......................... £15,750

Mobile - 07956 764375 (Martin - Salesman)
We can also source new and used cars to suit your requirements

All above vehicles come with warranty 
Finance available on request

Manager’s Special • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

COMPREHENSIVE PREVIEW Pages 26-28HIGHLANDS AND 
ISLANDS MUSIC AND 

DANCE FESTIVAL 
RESULTS 2016
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THE 15TH annual Scottish 
Malts Car Rally last week called 
into Ben Nevis Distillery.

Starting from and � nishing 
at Cameron House Hotel, Loch 
Lomond, the event provided 
competitive classic car driving 
in superb scenery.

As well as distilleries, the six-
day rally saw participants stop 
o�  at castles, stately homes 
and attractions.

MARINE Harvest (Scotland) 
Ltd has told Highland Council 
it intends to apply for permis-
sion to build a new £80m feed 
plant on Skye.

If approved, the plant at Alt 
Anvaig Quarry near Kyleakin, 
adjacent to the Skye Bridge, 
would create 55 full-time jobs.

Marine Harvest recently 
held public exhibitions in Kyle 
Free Church of Scotland hall 
and Kyleakin village hall and 
a website will be launched in 
the next fortnight highlighting 
information from the exhibi-
tions. 

At a meeting of the council’s 
applications committee, the 
need for a site visit was raised 
because of the potential 
impact on the view from the 
Skye Bridge. Questions were 
also raised about noise impact 

and smell, the timescale of 
the proposed development 
and what the demarcation 
between Highland Council’s 
jurisdiction and that of Marine 
Scotland would be over the site 
as the proposal includes a pier.

Dafydd Jones, area planning 
manager (North), said there 
would be the chance for a site 
visit once the application had 
been lodged. The application 
is expected by the end of the 
summer and, if successful, 
Marine Harvest hopes to be on 
site by 2017. 

Mr Jones also confirmed the 
application would fall under 
the two jurisdictions, Marine 
Scotland being responsible 
for granting permission for 
anything below the high water 
mark and Highland council for 
anything above it.

SCHOOL children in some of the most 
remote primary schools on the west coast 
are to take part in a touring science edu-
cation programme for the first time.

Ferry operator Caledonian MacBrayne 
is backing a series of Generation Science 
workshops being delivered to youngsters 
on the Small Isles, Colonsay, Coll, Tiree 
and Gigha. 

Pupils in remote mainland areas - Lo-
chaline on the Morvern peninsula and 
Kilchoan on Ardnamurchan - which both 
have ferry connections to/from Mull, will 
also benefit from the workshops.

Edinburgh International Science 
Festival runs Generation Science, which 
celebrates its 25th anniversary in 2016. 

CalMac’s managing director Martin 

Dorchester said: ‘CalMac is an innovative 
company which requires highly-skilled 
technical staff to maintain its lifeline 
services and what better way to nurture 
this thirst for scientific knowledge than 
to help our young people. Many schools 
throughout our network have been visited 
by Generation Science over the years. 
But, despite the best efforts of organisers, 
none of the ones we are supporting this 
year ever had. When we heard, we were 
determined to finally allow the budding 
scientists in these communities to get on 
board with their counterparts.’

Generation Science manager Joan 
Davidson said: ‘We are delighted to be 
touring to some of the remotest islands 
in Scotland in our 25th anniversary year.’

Distillery pitstop 
for classic rally   

Damage to car 
parked in Fort 

BUSINESS group Made in 
Lochaber has launched a Lo-
chaber trail guide to the arts.

Aimed at visitors, the col-
ourful map details the best 
tourist attractions, sports 
activities, art galleries and 
music events across Lochaber.

Made in Lochaber com-
prises artists, craft workers 
and food producers who have 
come together to raise aware-
ness of the diversity on offer 
in Lochaber.

Speaking at the launch cere-
mony in the Ariundle Centre, 
Strontian, Made in Lochaber 
secretary Joanne Matheson 
said: ‘We wanted to create 
an eye-catching, informative, 
quality production that 
people will keep and visitors 
will take away ensuring the 
message is spread over a wide 
area for an extended time. 

‘We are a not-for-profit or-
ganisation which is all about 
bringing people together to 
work for the good of everyone 
in the business community, 
regardless of size, helping to 
promote their work and raise 
awareness of what is available 
in this area.’ 

KINLOCHLEVEN High 
School pupils have been 
raising funds for the charity 
Send a Cow which helps im-
prove the lives of malnour-
ished people across rural 
Africa through the provision 
of education, equipment and 
farm animals.

The young global citizens 
raised £277 by holding a 
Fairtrade stall, selling vari-
ous tasty treats, and taking 
part in a sponsored reading 
programme Read to Feed.

First year pupil Neil 
Minniss and second year 
Matthew Swingler raised the 
most money.

Neil said: ‘It was good for 
me and it was raising money 
for a good cause. I had to 
read a chapter a day because 
people had sponsored me 

to do that.’ Matthew added: 
‘I asked people to sponsor 
me to read two novels in 10 
days. The books were very 
long! But if it is helping 
poor people in Kenya I’m 
glad to help. We watched a 
documentary in geography 
and no-one should be living 
in such poverty.’

Head teacher Rebecca 
Machin thanked Kinlochlev-
en Co-op for its support in 
donating Fairtrade products 
and Donald Smith, social 
subjects and geography 
teacher, for organising the  
project. 

She added: ‘Improving 
literacy and helping others, 
what a wonderful combi-
nation. I am very proud of 
everyone who took part in 
this worthwhile project.’

Neil Minniss and Matthew Swingler raised the most sponsor-
ship money.

THE COUNTDOWN is on 
to the fifth annual Wild Loch-
aber Festival from Saturday 
May 21 to Sunday May 29.

This year’s programme 
boasts more than 50 events 
throughout Lochaber from 
Cuil Bay in the south, across 
to Ardnamurchan and the 
small isles to Invergarry in 
the north.

Dolphin watching from 
Rum, wildlife watching and 
whisky tasting in Ardnamur-
chan, eagle and otter safaris, 
canal cruises and a bushcraft 
course are all on offer.

Go Wild on the Canal 
will launch the festival at 
Neptune’s Staircase on May 
21 from 5pm till 9pm. The 
following day, Glenuig will 
host its Seashore Festival 
from 11am till 4pm.

The festival is backed by 
Lochaber Geopark, which 
promotes the landscape and 
natural history of the area.

Further information is avail-
able at www.wildlochaber.org 
and www.lochabergeopark.
org.uk or by emailing claire@
lochabergeopark.org.uk. 

AN AVID Glencoe cyclist 
is to pedal almost 100 miles 
this week to raise money for 
Glasgow Children’s Hospital 
Charity.

Jonny Henshall, aged 35, 
from Glencoe Village, will be 
riding from Belford Hospital, 
Fort William, to the Royal 
Hospital for Children in 
Glasgow.

Mr Henshall’s charity ride, 
will begin tomorrow (Friday 
May 6) and should be com-
pleted the following day after 
eight hours of riding each day.

He plans to travel along the 
West Highland Way, avoiding 
the main roads, but ultimately 
coming up against some tricky 
steep sections.

The bike ride will mirror 
the journey Mr Henshall’s son 
Aiden took in an air ambu-
lance after suffering serious 
injuries from a fall at home 
last year. 

He plans to retrace his son’s 
steps from the Belford Hospi-
tal to the children’s hospital, 
in aid of the both institutions 
which cared for his son after 
the traumatic accident. Mr 

A BLACK Toyota car was 
damaged whilst it was 
parked either near the Al-
exandra Hotel or in Grange 
Road, Fort William.

The incident happened on 
Wednesday April 27.

Witnesses are asked to call 
police on 101.

GLENFINNAN House Hotel 
has won the national award 
for informal dining at the 13th 
annual Scottish Hotel Awards.

The hotel also won in the 
Highlands area in four other 
categories: wedding team of the 
year, country house of the year, 
romantic hotel of the year and 
family hotel of the year. 

Managers Manja and Duncan 
Gibson, who have worked 
together for 20 years, want the 
hotel’s staff and guests to feel 
part of one big family.

Mr Gibson, who has worked in 
kitchens since he was 12, strives 
to keep all the hotel’s produce 
local, with its venison coming 
from Glenfinnan estate and the 
bar stocked with Scottish brews. 

SEVERAL lengths of drainage 
pipe were removed from a 
building site near Heathercroft, 
Fort William, on Saturday April 
23.

Police are appealing for 
anyone with information to 
come forward.

Thieves snatch 
drainage pipes  

Grateful dad gets on his 
bike for marathon cycle

Henshall completed the Tour 
de Ben Nevis last year, which 
saw him cycle around 40 
miles, less than half of what is 
to come this weekend.

He said: ‘I did the Tour de 
Ben Nevis and it was tough go-
ing on similar terrain to what 
I will be doing this time. So I 
sort of know what to expect.

‘I am hoping to complete 
eight hours a day, with one 
night stop over.’

Mr Henshall has raised £850 
for the charity so far through 
his JustGiving page and he 
plans to keep the page open 
after his ride this weekend 
with the hope of raising more.

Back in May last year, Mr 
Henshall’s son Aiden fell from 
the loft at their home in Lorn 
Drive, Glencoe. 

He told The Oban Times: 
‘Charlie, Aiden’s big brother, 
had gone up into the play 
area in the loft and Aiden had 
followed him, got to the top 
and slipped. 

‘He fell and hit his head and 
we really struggled to bring 
him round. He was totally 
unconscious.’

Glencoe paramedics were 
first on the scene and Mr 
Henshall described them as 
‘fantastic’. He also highly 

praised the Belford Hospital 
in Fort William: ‘They were so 
good with him at the Belford. 
Both the Belford and local 
paramedics were unbelieva-
ble.’

When Aiden arrived at 
the children’s hospital in  
Glasgow, they suspected a 
head and a neck injury but 
fortunately their suspicions 
were wrong and Aiden made a 
full recovery. 

Now Mr Henshall and his 
family want to give the two 
hospitals and the paramedics 
the recognition they deserve.

Mr Henshall said: ‘Unfor-
tunately bad things happen 
in everyday life but to be in 
such a terrible situation and 
to have such brilliant care was 
amazing.’

Aiden’s older brother, also 
a cycling enthusiast, has been 
trying to persuade his dad 
to let him ride the 100 miles 
alongside him. ‘Charlie is dy-
ing to do it with me,’ said Mr 
Henshall. ‘He loves cycling.’

After such a great response 
to his fundraising, Mr Hen-
shall is considering doing a 
charity event once a year. 

‘Maybe I’ll do something 
once a year. I’ll see how I feel 
after this one,’ he said. Jonny Henshall and his son Aiden.

Pupils’ new chapter in 
charity fundraising 

Heritage group 
stages showcase 

Trail guide 
to the arts 
launched

Countdown 
to wildlife 
festival

New £80m Skye 
feed plant planned

Hotel managers Manja and Duncan Gibson, with their award. 
21_f19Glen� nnanhotel1

Awards 
success for 
Glenfi nnan 
House

Youngsters enjoying one of the Generation Science Workshops. 
Photograph courtesy of Edinburgh International Science Festival. 

Pupils’ fi rst chance at 
science workshops

SOUTH Uist Hebridean and 
Gaelic heritage group Ceòlas 
will be hitting the high notes  
at a showcase in Edinburgh 
tomorrow (Friday).

The event will be held in 
Bothan Dun Eideann on the 
city’s Royal Mile and will fea-
ture Rona Lightfoot, a singer, 
piper, storyteller and teacher.

Joining her will be South Uist 
singer Sineag MacIntyre of 
Urban Teuchters and piper and 
singer Allan MacDonald.

Also performing will be 
Oban-based young musician 
of the year Rona Wilkie and 
Norwegian mandola and 
cittern player Marit Fält. Ceòlas 
stalwarts Fin Moore and Sarah 
Hoy will be playing the pipes 
and � ddle.

THE LOCHABER Federation of 
the Scottish Women’s Institute 
(SWI) will hold its annual 
general meeting on Saturday 
May 14 in Ardgour Village Hall 
at 2pm.

As well as the business of the 
day, there will be a rally and a 
quiz. Everyone is welcome.

SWI federation 
gathers for AGM 
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Ionnsachadh tro 
Chultar Beò 

An co-bhoinn ri Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, tha Urras Baile Fhlòdaigearraidh a’ cur dà chùrsa air bhonn ann an 2016.  ‘S e cùrsa fad 5 làithean a th’ 
ann le foghlam sa bhlàr a-muigh is bùithtean-obrach a-staigh. 
 
Tha na cùrsaichean ag amas air luchd-ionnsachaidh na Gàidhlig a tha aig ìre meadhanach àrd air no adhartach, (m.e. SMO ìre 6 no nas àirde).  
Chaidh an cùrsa seo a chur air chois airson luchd-ionnsachaidh na Gàidhlig a th’ aig na h-ìrean seo a tha airson an sgilean labhairt is                   
litreachais a leasachadh. ‘S e cothrom fìor mhath a th’ ann airson cuid eòlais air litreachas, eachdraidh is cultar ceann-a-tuath an Eilein  
Sgitheanaich fhaighinn ann an teis-meadhan na coimhearsnachd brìoghmhoir Gàidhlig seo. 

In partnership with Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, Flodigarry Township Trust are running two of these community based courses in 2016.  The 5-day 
residential course is designed for advanced learners of Gaelic who wish to improve their oral and literary skills as well as deepen their          
knowledge of Gaelic literature, history and culture in the heart of a thriving Gaelic community in North Skye.  The week includes a mixture of 
tutors and contributors with  outdoor education and class-based workshops.  

The course will also look at the local Gaelic speaking crofting community, its traditions and current practices, as well as some of the issues the 
people here face as a community.  The course will be conducted in Gaelic and gives a unique experience  and  chance to meet people with a 
wealth of knowledge of their area and to hear the daily Gaelic spoken by the local community.  

For bookings or further information on these courses or to find out more about our full list of summer courses, please contact :

2016

Learning through Living Culture 
Gàidhlig in Flodigarry, Isle of Skye 
20 - 24/06/2016     &       22-26/08/216

WWW.SMO.UHI.AC.UK +44 (0) 1471 888 240 cg@smo.uhi.ac.uk

SABHAL MÒR OSTAIG is 
a national centre for Gaelic 
language and culture. It was 
founded in 1973 in old farm 
steadings at Ostaig in Sleat, on 
the Isle of Skye. 

While the initial aim was to 
establish a Gaelic library, the 
long-term plan was for a Gael-
ic-medium college providing 
vocational further education 
for Gaelic speakers, in their 
own language and in a rural 
environment, while also giving 
the growing number of Gaelic 
enthusiasts the opportunity to 
learn the language. Additional 
Gaelic-related services and 
facilities such as a research 
centre were also envisaged at 
this early stage. 

In its relatively short his-

tory, Sabhal Mòr Ostaig has 
achieved and surpassed these 
core aims and continues to 
widen access to the Gaelic 
language and culture.

The college’s activities are 
greatly enhanced by co-op-
erative links within the wider 
Gaelic community and the 
college is home to a number of 
creative and cultural projects 
such as Tobar an Dualchais, 
Faclair na Gàidhlig and the 
multimedia and design com-
pany Cànan.

The college also plays a 
leading role in the promotion 
of the Gaelic arts and culture 
and hosts a programme of 
residencies for artists in music, 
literature and the visual arts.

The first board of trustees 

included Sir Iain Noble, Sorley 
MacLean, D.R. MacDonald, 
Dr Finlay MacLeod and 
Gordon Barr, and from the 
outset the college has had the 
support and encouragement of 
many notable individuals and 
organisations.

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig began 
by offering Gaelic summer 
schools and night classes and 
organising social events in the 
area. Meanwhile renovation 
of the buildings continued, as 
did fundraising, development 
of the library and planning for 
greater growth.

By 1983 Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 
was ready to deliver its first 
full-time further education 
course and has continued to 
expand its course provision. 

Since becoming an active 
partner in the University of 
the Highlands and Islands, the 
college has offered Gaelic-re-
lated degree programmes and 
postgraduate qualifications.

The course curriculum has 
always offered contemporary, 
vocational subjects relevant 
to the needs of the Gaidheal-
tachd and the wider Gaelic 
community. 

Early subjects included Gael-
ic broadcasting and multi-me-
dia, business management and 
information technology. In 
addition to these important 
fields, today’s HE provision 
addresses subjects as diverse 
as music, literature, media 
studies, language planning 
and economic development. 

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig has em-
braced developments in ICT 
and new teaching methods, 
providing greater access to 
Gaelic through distance learn-
ing courses.

The college campus has 
expanded significantly to meet 
the needs of growing numbers 
of students and projects. 

The Àrainn Ostaig campus 
was extended with accommo-
dation blocks, office space and 
a full-sized broadcast-stand-
ard studio. 

A few years later, the high-
ly-acclaimed and award-win-
ning Àrainn Chaluim Chille 
campus was completed, 
providing more classrooms, 
accommodation, a lecture/
performance hall, cafeteria 

and an extensive library. 
More recently, the new Centre 
for Creative and Cultural 
Industries, Fàs, was officially 
opened by Alex Salmond, the 
then First Minister for Scot-
land. 

The new facility further 
enhances Sabhal Mòr Ostaig’s 
role as the National Centre for 
Gaelic Language and Culture 
by allowing further economic 
development locally and 
expanding its existing work in 
teaching, learning, culture and 
research.

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, through 
an innovative partnership 
with the Clan Donald Land’s 
Trust, Sleat Community Trust 
and Sleat Community Coun-
cil, is currently advancing a 

visionary proposal for the de-
velopment of a new Highland 
Village for the 21st century. 

This exciting, iconic and 
groundbreaking plan offers 
the opportunity to create 
a sustainable community 
development, in a world class 
environment, driven by the 
common interests of social, 
economic, cultural and envi-
ronmental sustainability and 
with a first class university 
campus at its heart. 

This partnership proposal 
offers Sabhal Mòr Ostaig an 
exciting opportunity for stra-
tegic and integrated expansion 
of its own estates and a unique 
opportunity to further consol-
idate its position at the heart 
of the local community.

Gaelic teaching goes from strength to strength

TIMESLINEOban rallies to support new 
campaign to free Billy Irving
A NEW campaign in support of 
jailed Connel father Billy Irving was 
launched at a rally in Oban on Tues-
day by Argyll and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara. 

The protest took place in Argyll 
Square, Oban, and had been organised 
to mirror a similar protest in Carlisle, 
where Billy Irving’s partner Yvonne 
McHugh and supporters, including 
Billy’s family, hoped to raise aware-
ness of the mens’ situation. 

The demonstrations were timed to 
coincide with a meeting in Carlisle 
between the families and Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) minis-
ter Hugo Swire.

Mr O’Hara, vice chairman of an all 
party parliamentary group in support 
of the men who were sentenced to 
five years in an Indian jail in January 
this year, appealed to the public to 
help right ‘a travesty of justice’.

Billy’s partner Yvonne MacHugh 
and East Renfrewshire MP Kirsten 
Oswald held a FREESG06 rally in 
Carlisle at 11am on Tuesday, coin-
ciding with the rally in Oban, where 
Brendan O’Hara announced: ‘Today 
is the start of an independent cam-
paign to get Billy and his shipmates 
out.  

‘I think it’s important for the family 
to know they have the support of the 
town and I think if word gets to India 
it will mean an awful lot to Billy.’ 

A collection raised more than £150 
to help pay for airline tickets to fly 
Yvonne and their young son William 
to India to see him in prison.

Billy was among 35 sailors and 
guards arrested on the anti-piracy 
ship MV Seaman Guard Ohio on 
October 12 2013 after it strayed into 
Indian waters without permission. 

Billy and the five other former Brit-
ish soldiers were jailed in January on 

firearms charges, despite consistently 
denying any wrong-doing. 

‘We are in a terrible situation,’ Mr 
O’Hara began on Tuesday. ‘They 
have now been caught up in the 
internal politics of India and they 
are the innocent victims. They are 
currently languishing in a jail serving 
five years with hard labour. It’s an 
absolutely shocking state of affairs.

‘As I understand it, they are 
allowed one visit every two weeks. 
Billy currently is in a cell with 26 
other prisoners. What I heard, and if 

this is true it is shocking, is that Billy 
actually has to pay extra to get clean 
water. 

‘They are terrible, terrible condi-
tions in which these men are living 
and they are convicted as political 
prisoners. These men are not crim-
inals and we have to make that point 
time and time again.’

The MP explained why the cam-
paign had to change tactics. 

‘A travesty of justice has taken place 
in India,’ he said, ‘and I think much of 
the finger of blame has to point at the 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
(FCO), which has done little or noth-
ing to secure the mens’ release.

‘As early as June of this year... the 
FCO assured us they were doing 
everything they can, that they were 
confident of release and that we 
shouldn’t rock the boat, that we should 
say as little as possible so as not to 
upset the Indian Government.

‘I was at the Foreign Office the day 
the convictions came through and they  
[the FCO] were absolutely stunned. 

‘They could not believe it – they had 

misread the signals coming out of 
India and the result is Billy and his 
shipmates are now suffering five years 
in what is a very, very tough Indian 
prison.

‘The advice we were given turned 
out to be the wrong advice. Because 
when [India’s] Prime Minister Modi 
was here, we should have been at every 
street corner telling him that this was 
a travesty of justice. 

‘This was a disgraceful judicial mess 
up and he had to do something about 
it.’

Mr O’Hara added that the campaign 
would not work against the FCO but 
act independently of it ‘because it is 
important the argument is being made 
beyond the diplomatic channels: so 
people get the chance to say this is 
wrong’. 

He continued: ‘We can ask questions 
like: why have the American owners of 
the boat got off Scot-free while Billy 
and his shipmates are languishing for 
five years in a prison? It’s an absolute 
disgrace.  

‘We can make no promises that we 
can get Billy and his shipmates out, 
but what we will promise is that we will 
raise the profile, we will support the 
families and we will give the families 
and the public an avenue other than 
the FCO to vent their feelings and to 
get their views heard.

‘Contact your MP, write to the press, 
write to the FCO, write to the Prime 
Minister and let your views be known 
as a community in Oban, because right 
now what we have done is the diplo-
matic course and it hasn’t worked.

‘The campaign, I’m delighted to say, 
starts today.’

Anyone who would like to contribute 
to the fundraising to pay for flights for 
Billy’s partner Yvonne and their son 
William to visit him in India can hand 
it in to The Oban Times office.

To view a video of the Oban rally visit 
www.theobantimes.co.uk

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

People gathered in Argyll Square on Tuesday in support of Billy Irving as MP Brendan O’Hara launched a new campaign 
to get Billy and his shipmates freed. 

RNLI team e� ort 
to help divers 

Lottery funding 
for war projects 

OBAN and Tobermory life-
boats joined forces this week 
after two divers surfaced from 
a rapid ascent from 20 metres.

RNLI Lifeboat Mora Edith 
MacDonald was tasked by 
Stornoway Coastguard to 
attend the divers being taken 
on board Tobermory Lifeboat 
Elizabeth Fairlie Ramsey.

The incident occurred 
shortly after 1pm on Tuesday 
May 3 and by 2pm the divers 
were safely transferred to 
Oban lifeboat and were then 
met by ambulance in Oban 
which delivered them to Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles Hospital 
for further assessment and 
treatment. 

The lifeboat was then 
refuelled and made ready for 
service by 3pm.

HIGHLAND and island com-
munities are being urged to 
take advantage of funding for 
projects to mark the centenary 
of the First World War.

The Heritage Lottery Fund’s 
(HLF) First World War: Then 
and Now programme is mak-
ing at least £1million a year 
available for small community 
grants until 2019.

MP Angus MacNeil said: 
‘Like many areas across the 
UK, the impact of the First 
World War on the people of 
Na h-Eileanan an Iar was 
extensive. 

‘Those who want to find out 
more about its legacy or who 
wish to mark the centenary 
should get in touch with HLF.’
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OBAN Distillery has donated £500 to the 
Friends of Oban Hospice, a group that 
volunteers at the day hospice in Lorn and 
Islands Hospital and also raises funds for 
the work it does, providing palliative care 
for patients and support for their carers 
and families. 

To celebrate the fact that no accidents 
were reported at the distillery in March, 
the management held a prize draw 
among its employees, o� ering to donate 

£500 to the winner’s chosen charity. 
Frances MacMillan, the distillery’s  brand 
home lead guide, chose Friends of Oban 
Hospice when her name was picked. 

Pictured left to right at the cheque pres-
entation is Oban Distillery senior site man-
ager Les Aitken, Friends of Oban Hospice’s 
Margaret MacLean and treasurer Kathleen 
Black, with Oban Distillery’s Frances Mac-
Millan and operations manager Ronnie 
Whiteford.

OBAN Sea Cadets has received more than 
£1,000 to help it set up a junior section.

The £1,099 community development 
grant from Argyll and Bute Council will 
mean 10- to 12-year-olds will have the 
opportunity to learn about seamanship, 
navigation and � rst aid from the organ-
isation’s quali� ed volunteer sta� , and to 
be involved in teamwork, gain life skills 
and make new friends not just in Oban, 

but also with other junior sea cadets 
nationally and internationally.

Oban Junior Sea Cadets will have its 
opening night on Tuesday May 12 in The 
Old Red Cross Hall, Tweeddale Street, 
Oban at 6.40pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is 
welcome.

For more information email the organ-
isations volunteer sta�  at: obancadet@
gmail.com

Distillery donation to Friends of Oban Hospice

All aboard Oban Sea Cadets’ new junior group

AFTER repeated warnings to 
go home, a drunken man made 
an obscene gesture towards po-
lice officers and found himself 
being charged.

At Oban Sheriff Court last 
week Kevin Hobbs, 28, of 11 
Croft Avenue, Oban admitted 
uttering threats and gesticulat-
ing in an aggressive and obscene 
manner and to spitting on a 
constable in the execution of his 
duty on December 20 last year 
in Station Road in the town.

Procurator fiscal Eoin McGin-
ty said that Hobbs was spotted 
on the town’s CCTV system 
and was seen to be staggering. 
Officers went to check on his 
well-being. They told him to 
go home but amongst offensive 
remarks and a feigned head butt 
he told them ‘youse are getting 
brave’. He was repeatedly told 
to go home and appeared to be 
doing so.

‘About 10 metres away he 
turned and made an obscene 
gesture. The police had enough, 
made their way towards him 
and informed him he was under 
arrest,’ said the fiscal.

His defence agent admitted 
that Hobbs had a number of 
matters calling before the court 
and Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
deferred sentence until May 24 
when these will be heard. 

A TOBERMORY man stole 
money from a friend who trust-
ed him to go to the bank for him.

Daniel John Langford, 34, 
of 25 Morven Drive, took the 
money using the friend’s bank 
card and PIN number from the 
Clydesdale Bank in the village  
between October 2 and Decem-
ber 9 last year.

‘His friend has a significant al-
cohol dependency and relies on 
friends to assist him with normal 
everyday life,’ said procurator 
fiscal Eoin McGinty at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week.

‘For a long period of time 
the accused had access to the 
complainer’s bank card and PIN 
number. On many occasions he 
used this on the express instruc-
tions of the complainer.’

But the friend discovered a 
discrepancy of £80 on his bank 
statement.

Langford admitted the offence 
and Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
was told that he had returned 
£50 so far. 

It had happened when Lang-
ford had found himself in finan-
cial difficulty. Sheriff Anderson 
fined him £300. 

Deferred 
sentence

Fined £300 
over theft

FOLLOWING last week’s 
front page article ‘Have your 
say on land at Ganavan’, The 
Oban Times would like to 
clarify that Argyll and Bute 
Council is advertising a very 
small part of the land it owns 
at Ganavan for lease and wel-
comes interest in developing 
the site for community benefit. 
It is not selling its entire stake 
in the land, as was reported. 

Last week’s article reported 
that some people were of the 
view that the council did not 
have the right to sell the land 
and that any money raised 
from the site should go into the 
town’s common good fund. 

However, the council has 
stated that the land at Gana-
van, including the car park and 
upper part of the beach, came 
to be owned by the council’s 
predecessor and transferred 

to this council following local 
government reorganisation in 
1996.  

The land at Ganavan was not 
dealt with by Argyll and Bute 
District Council as part of 
Oban Common Good Fund, 
nor has this council treated 
it as such. Any income from 
the land in question, and any 
costs associated with it have 
never been shown through the 
common good accounts since 
local government reform more 
than 40 years ago.

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘We are 
advertising a small part of land 
at Ganavan for lease on the 
basis that it will become an 
area of community benefit and 
are hopeful that a developer 
interested in creating addition-
al facilities on this popular site 
will come forward.’

Clarifi cation on 
land at Ganavan

Star-studded line up for sportsman’s dinner

SPORTING legends turned 
out in Oban for the 10th 
Annual Sportsman’s Dinner.

The star-studded event 
took place in the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls to raise 
money for the Ryan MacPhail 
Memorial Fund.

The fund was originally 
set up in memory of Ryan 
MacPhail, who tragically died 

in 2003 in a sledging acci-
dent. The proceeds from the 
celebrations are distributed 
among clubs and organisa-
tions around Oban, including 
children’s charities and also 
helps people with disabilities 
and health problems.

Glasgow Rangers, who were 
Ryan’s favourite football 
club, donated a signed jersey 

in support of this year’s  fund-
raiser, while former Scottish 
international goalkeeper 
Alan Rough was among the 
speakers at the 2016 event, 
which occurred late last 
month. 

Other star guests included 
former Celtic and Scotland 
favourite Murdo MacLeod, 
and Andy Goram, the former 

Rangers and Scotland player.
Pictured above left, the top 

table at the dinner. From left: 
Andy Goram, John Horne 
MC, Councillor Roddy 
McCuish, Alan MacPhail, 
Murdo MacLeod and Patrick 
Steeman, who handled the 
auction. 

Inset above: Walker Owens, 
left, and Gavin Owens, right, 

with the signed Rangers top 
which they paid £500 for in 
the raffle.

The top was presented to 
the avid Rangers fans by 
Andy Goram at the dinner. 

If anyone would like to do-
nate to the fund, please visit 
www.totalgiving.co.uk/chari-
ty/the-ryan-macphail-memo-
rial-fund.

ZooLab 
visits 
schools 
thanks to 
Specsavers
EXOTIC animals have visit-
ed Oban and Lorn primary 
schools as part of a unique 
workshop to encourage kids 
to explore their senses.

ZooLab workshops attended 
five schools providing the 
opportunity for youngsters to 
acquaint themselves with Af-
rican land snail, Madagascar 
hissing cockroach, corn snake, 
cane toad, emperor scorpion, 
Caribbean hermit crab or 
Chilean rose tarantula.

The animal handling experi-
ence was enjoyed by children 
ranging from nursery classes 
to primary three pupils at 
Dunbeg, Lochnell, Park, 
Rockfield and St Columba’s 
primary schools in collabora-
tion with Specsavers Oban.  

The programme is de-
veloped to tie in with the 
national curriculum and 
the youngsters were also 
educated on the importance 
of looking after their own 
senses by opticians.

Optical assistants at Specsav-
ers Oban, Kerry McDougall 
and Martyna Surowka, 
joined assistant manager Iona 
Campbell on recent visits led 
by trained ZooLab rangers.

Ken Macdonald, director 
of Specsavers in Oban, said: 
‘Specsavers has sponsored 
several ZooLab visits across 
Scotland and we were de-
lighted to be able to offer this 
interactive workshop at five 
local primaries. 

‘It’s great that these 
workshops allow us to raise 
awareness of the importance 
of regular eye tests from a 
young age and teach children 
good practice for looking 
after their eyes and ears.’  

Mr Macdonald added: 
‘I was thrilled to hear the 
children were so engaged in 
all elements of the workshop 
and many of the pupils were 
very brave to get up close 
and personal with the creepy 
crawlies.’

Parties rally over road issue
RESIDENTS in Dunbeg have 
voiced their concern about an 
‘unsafe’ road in the village and 
have called for improvements 
to be made to bring it up to an 
acceptable standard.

One community council 
member has said that the 
community will reject any addi-
tional planning applications for 
the area until the work is done.

Kirk Road, which is the only 
route to a number of high-traf-
fic locations in the village, 
such as Dunstaffnage Castle, 
the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science, Marine Court 
and Little Learners Nursery, 
is the subject of a commu-
nity campaign to implement 
improvements such as street 

lighting and speed limit signs.
The road was previously 

divided, with Argyll and Bute 
Council adopting the first 
stretch of road and the various 
organisations that surround the 
road gaining responsibility for 
the rest.

Councillors for the area have 
said that they would facilitate 
a meeting between the owners, 
the council and the community 
to find a way to resolve the 
issues.

Gwyneth Neil of Dunbeg 
community council said: ‘It 
has been a constant campaign 
to get the road fixed and if any 
more planning applications are 
put in, we will reject them until 
the road is done. It’s not safe for 
walking. We need to get 20mph 
signs all the way down. The 
road needs widening a little bit, 

a proper surface, and lights for 
safety.

‘The improvements that have 
been done are greatly received, 
but it’s not enough.

‘Normally when houses are 
built, the infrastructure is put 
in place first. There are 75 
houses, but no lights on the 
road. There are young children 
who live in Marine Court and 
sometimes children run out of 
the houses and onto the road. 
Safety measures have to be 
put in place and take that into 
account.’

Oban North and Lorn coun-
cillor Elaine Robertson said: 
‘The safety issues in respect of 
both the adopted and private 
section of Kirk Road are of 
grave concern and require to 
be addressed swiftly.  

‘The issues pertaining to the 

adopted section of Kirk Road 
have been reported to the 
[council’s] roads department 
and measures are under way to 
ascertain what improvements 
are required.  

‘Action to address the poor 
condition of the private section 
of the road, lack of a footpath 
and street lighting will require 
a meeting to be arranged with 
the developers. 

‘The [Oban Lorn and the 
Isles] area committee would be 
happy to facilitate a meeting to 
resolve these issues.’

Oban South and the Isles 
councillor Roddy McCuish 
said: ‘I certainly recognise the 
concerns of the community 
regarding Kirk Road.

‘I could not agree more. It’s a 
matter of urgency as the traffic 
is increasing.

‘I will be speaking with the 
councillors that represent the 
area to try and bring these im-
provements forward as quickly 
as possible.

‘I would happily facilitate any 
meeting with all the owners of 
that road and the residents of 
Dunbeg to try and bring this 
forward.’ 

A spokeswoman for West 
Highland Housing Association 
also said it was open to any dis-
cussions, adding: ‘West High-
land Housing Association are 
happy to attend any meeting to 
discuss the best way forward in 
relation to the road.’

A spokesperson for Historic 
Environment Scotland said: 
‘We would be happy to attend a 
meeting to discuss the concerns 
being raised regarding the Kirk 
Road.’

ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee

Development and Infrastructure Wednesday 10th February 2016

Ganavan Public Convenience

Appendix 1

 

Brave youngsters from 
Lochnell nursery.

DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

www.scottishfield.co.uk

WIN £2,000 WORTH OF VOUCHERS FROM SOFA WORKSHOP

MAY 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

MAY 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Lee McKenzie

A shaggy bull story
Red squirrels on the 
march
Who is Mary 
Somerville?

Lee McKenzieLee McKenzieLee McKenzieLee McKenzie

Red squirrels on the 

TALKS 
AYRSHIRE

TOM MCCLEAN: 
SAILING IN A WHALE 
SHAPED BOAT

OF THE BEST SPOOKIEST 

SCOTS UFO SIGHTINGS10
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Fort William                  1
Fraserburgh                       4
Highland League

Welfare football

Mallaig are the 
league leaders

Bill Clark, president of the Railway Bowling Club, throws the � rst jack to open the green for the new 
season. A large number of bowlers turned out and had a friendly tournament ahead of a full

 season of tournaments and with a club night on a Tuesday, when everyone
is welcome to come along and give bowls a try. Photograph: Anthony MacMillan

 Kilmallie’s Miaxhel Rodger, front, and Aaron Sandison, tackle 
Caberfeidh’s Blair Morrison during last Saturday’s Marine Harvest 
National Division match which the home side won 2-0. See shinty 

round-up on pages 28 and 29. 
Photograph: JohnPaul Peebles, Abrightside Photography.

RESULTS from last week:
Mallaig  6 – 2  Ballachulish
Tekkerslovakia  3 – 8  Caol Utd
FW U-17s  1 – 2  Nevis Range
League Table:
                                    P       Pts
Mallaig                   2          6
Caol Utd                 2          4
Tekkerslovakia      2          3
Nevis Range           2          3
FW U-17s               2          1
Ballachulish           2          0
Fixtures:
Wednesday May 4:  Nevis 
Range  v Tekkerslovakia,
Canal Park.
Thursday May 5:  Ballachulish   
v   Caol Utd,   Kinlochleven.
Monday May 9  FW U-17s  v   
Ballachulish,  High School.
Wednesday May 11:  Tekkerslo-
vakia  v  Mallaig,  Canal Park.

Fort’s Martin Munro is closed down by Fraserburgh’s Dean Cowie. Photograph: JohnPaul Peebles, Abrightside Photography

THE ANNUAL West Highland 
Wheelers club bike festival 
kicked off with an enduro 

Poor defending and missed 
chances prove fatal for Fort 

DESPITE the 4-1 scoreline, 
the margin of victory certainly 
flattered visitors Fraserburgh, 
as the home side could look 
back on some poor defending 
and inability to take advantage 
of the numerous chances that 
came their way.

The Fort started their home 
game brightly, but found them-
selves 2-0 down after only 15 
minutes, with Fraserburgh’s 
David Cowie and Graham 
Johnston taking advantage of 
the home side’s poor defending.

The Fort had a great chance 
to pull one back just before half 
time, but the away side’s keeper, 
Edward Flinn, did brilliantly to 
defend against the Fort’s Ste-
phen Rennie and Michael Ellis.

At the start of the second 
half, the Fort came out all guns 
blazing, with several great op-
portunities to score. The best of 
which was Stephen Ellis’ effort 
which was cleared off the line.

Fraserburgh increased their 
lead through further strikes 
from Paul Campbell and Aidan 
Cambe.

The Fort finally got on the 
score sheet, after captain-for-
the-day Iain MacLellan fired 
home, following good lead-up 
work from Ellis, who then 
proceeded to pass up another 
glorious scoring opportunity at 
the death.

Speaking to The Oban Times 
Fort William manager Ally 
Ewen said: ‘We started off 
brightly, but poor defending cost 
us two goals. Our inability to 
take the numerous chances that 
came our way cost us again. We 
just didn’t get any breaks in front 
of the goal.’

This Saturday (May 7) the Fort 
welcome Turriff United to Cal-
ggan Park for what will be their 
last fixture of the 2015/2016 
Highland League season. 

‘We just didn’t get any 
breaks in front of the goal’

Football

ON SATURDAY April 30 the 
1912 Cup for was played with 
the following results:

1 Stephen Howden net 67 
(81 - 14); 2 Steven Jamieson net 
69 (74 – 5); 3 Jason Wallace net 
70 (88 – 18).

Ladies: On Saturday April 
30 the inter club match to play 
for the Inverlochy Castle Tray 
between Fort William, Traigh 
and Spean Bridge was held at 
Fort William Golf Club.

 The result was a win for 
Fort William with 95 points, 
runners-up were Spean Bridge 
with 70 points and third were 
Traigh with 62 points.

Results from Fort 
William Golf Club
Golf

Fort William manager
Ally Ewen.

Bowled over as new season 
opens at Railway Bowling Club

West Highland Wheelers hold bike festival
bike race recently where 56 
riders took part in the race 
in Leanachan forest at Nevis 

Range, where they tested their 
metal racing downhill on the 
single tracks. 

There was tough competition 
amongst racers in the children’s 
category, but Archie Ferguson 
came out on top on the shorter 
course, with James Gray in sec-
ond place and Alan Cameron in 
third. 

On the full length course Cory 
Muir won the under 12 category, 
with Daniel Parfitt in second 
and Kyler MacLeod finishing 
third.

In the under 14s Alasdair Poll 
won, with Evan MacDonald in 
second and Owen Pescod com-
ing third. 

The winner of the under 18 
category was Will Dalley  and 
Shaun MacLeod came second 
and Ruaridh Edmond, third.

Joe Barnes came first in the 
senior male category, with Liam 
Moynihan in second and Iain 
Rogerson in third. 

Emma Holgate came first in 
the senior female category, with 
Fiona Mellor in second and 
Emma Parton in third.

The race marked the end of 

the club’s winter league series, 
during which six races were held 
throughout Lochaber including 
two newly added locations, 
Strontian and Achnacarry.

Overall standings had Fiona 
Thompson and Gavin Linfield 
win the adult series and Alasdair 
Poll win the junior one.

The festival had a range of 
events and was open riders of all 
ages.

The aim was to celebrate all 
types of biking in Lochaber and 
provide riders with opportuni-
ties for locals to ride with a very 
active club, develop skills, race 
and socialise.

Other events through the week 
included a bike maintenance 
night, time trials and social 
rides.

On the Thursday there was a 
street race in Inverlochy from 
5.30pm with a barbeque and 
performance from a local dance 
group.

The festival concluded with 
a ‘Big Social’ ride, uplift and 
cafe evening plus the premier of 
the winners of a film and photo 
competition at Nevis Range.

The aim was to celebrate all 
types of biking in Lochaber
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7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday May 5, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.27 4.0 10.40 0.6 16.40 3.8 23.01 0.5
Fri 05.09 4.1 11.24 0.4 17.20 4.0 23.48 0.3
Sat 05.51 4.2 12.07 0.3 18.01 4.1  **.**  *.*
Sun 00.34 0.3 06.32 4.1 12.50 0.3 18.42 4.0
Mon 01.21 0.3 07.14 4.0 13.34 0.4 19.24 3.9
Tues 02.09 0.5 07.57 3.7 14.18 0.6 20.07 3.7
Wed 02.58 0.8 08.43 3.4 15.06 0.8 20.52 3.5
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

6
11

10

Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 5°C to 11ºC.
Friday Sunny
 Winds light west north westerly
 Temperatures 7°C to 12ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate northerly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 13ºC.




