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FORENSIC investigators are 

of a body found near Crianlarich 
at the weekend.

A man walking in a wooded 
area between Crianlarich and 
Tyndrum, near the A82, found 
the remains, thought to be male, 
on Saturday.  

Central Scotland Police say 
the death was not being treated 
as suspicious and a post mortem 
examination will be carried out.

A spokeswoman for the force 
said: ‘We are following a line of 
inquiry in relation to the man’s 
identity but this will only be 

the results of these tests.’

Tests carried 
out after body 
discovered near 
Crianlarich

New council 
leader pledges 
transparency
Cross party alliance to offer 
new ‘living’ minimum wage 
to council employees

A MULL artist is mothballing 
a character he created last year, 
saying he is being forced out by 
a ‘copy-cat’.

Angus Stewart started a 
Facebook page in February 
2011 called Tobermory Cat, 
tracking the activities of the 
enigmatic ginger kitty who 
could be regularly seen lazing 
around the town. It was said 
he became famous simply for 
being famous.

However, subsequent to this, 
Edinburgh publisher Birlinn  
announced plans to release a 
children’s book, The Tober-

mory Cat, featuring artwork by 
million-selling children’s artist, 
Debi Gliori.

While Birlinn say their cat, 
which like Mr Stewart’s crea-
tion is ginger and becomes fa-
mous for being famous and can 
often be seen lazing around the 
colourful town, is a completely 
independent creation, Mr Stew-
art says he feels his idea has 
been ‘stolen’.

Mr Stewart said: ‘I believe 
this is a creative property..  
They could easily have picked 
a different cat in a different 
location but they didn’t.’

He says the publisher’s man-
aging director, Hugh Andrew, 
visited his house and offered 
him a picture on the back of 
the Birlinn book, but no form 
of payment. He said: ‘They 
suggested Tobermory Cat is 
nobody’s property and nobody 
has rights to it.’

Mr Andrew said: ‘Our story 
is about a ginger cat in Tober-
mory. It is entirely original.  
The idea was conceived before 
I knew about Angus Stewart’s 
Facebook site.

extraordinary.  I’ve never had 

this situation in 28 years of 
publishing.’

Mr Andrew said he did visit 
Mr Stewart and asked him what 
he intended to do with his 
Tobermory Cat, but alleges the 
artist refused to answer him.

‘I’m not stopping him doing 
his website, I’m not stopping 
him selling his postcards.

‘All we want to do is produce 
a fun book that showcases Mull, 
the isles and, as you have to go 
through it to get there, Oban.’

The Tobermory Cat, by 
Birlinn, is due to be published 
in November.

Angus Stewart’s character, Tobermory Cat, is being given a vacation until a dispute with publisher Birlinn is resolved.  

NINE people have been charged 
with drugs offences after a 
weekend of action by local 
police, during which a number 
of properties were searched. 

Contaminated drugs 
Quantities of cocaine, heroin, 

ecstasy and cannabis were 
recovered as part of the swoop.

It is understood the action 
was undertaken after suspicions 
were raised that contaminated 

drugs were in circulation in the 
town.

Last week, a 27 year old man 
was found dead at Donmor 
Lodge. It is understood death is 
being treated as drugs related. 

A post mortem into the death 
will be conducted later this 
month.

Meanwhile, The Oban Times 
has learned that another man, 
21, was left unconscious for two 

days in another incident under-
stood to be drugs related.

Strathclyde Police has not 

connected to the incidents.
Among those searches, a 

dealer quantity of herbal canna-
bis was found at a property on 
Jura Road, searched on May 6.  
A man was expected to appear 
in court on indictment as The 
Oban Times went to press.

BOWMORE Surgery on Islay could 
soon have a new GP after a verbal agree-
ment was reached with a candidate, The 
Oban Times has learned.
It is understood that NHS Highland is 
awaiting only formal acceptance from 
the individual, who would take over the 
full time running of the practice, which 
is now based at the island’s hospital.

The surgery has been run by locums 
in recent months, but it is thought a new, 
permanent GP could be in place this 
summer.

A spokesperson for NHS Highland 

suitable candidate and we are currently 
in discussions with them with regard to 
the details of running the Practice.’

New Islay 
doctor could be 
on the horizon

Nine charged with drugs offences

NEW Argyll and Bute Council 
leader, Roddy McCuish, has 
promised to be ‘open and trans-
parent’ as he outlined his plans 
to improve living standards 
across the county.

Speaking after formalising 
the new administration with 
council chief executive Sally 
Louden on Tuesday, the Oban 
South and Isles councillor and 
former postal worker told The 
Oban Times his objective is to 
make the county a better place 
to live.

Among the raft of measures the 
new alliance will work towards 
in the short term is introducing 
a new ‘living’ minimum wage 
for council staff of £7.20 per 
hour.

He has also outlined his desire 
to elevate the county’s roads 
from some of the worst in the 
country to some of the best 
as part of a greater focus on 
infrastructure.

Education will also receive 
greater focus under the new 
alliance’s proposals.

He said: ‘Everything we have 
been asked to do are things that 
would make life better for eve-
rybody across Argyll and Bute. 
Often, most of these things don’t 
have a cost implication.

‘We have a strong plan to work 
towards everything we outlined 
in our manifesto.’

Two new spokesperson posts 
will be created.  

Dougie Philand will take up 
the post of spokesperson for 
welfare and employment, while 

Louise Glen-Lee becomes 
spokesperson for communica-
tion and broadcasting in a bid to 
improve the council’s transpar-
ency.

Mr McCuish said: ‘Everybody 
else in Argyll and Bute can go 
to a councillor if they have a 
problem. 

‘We feel it is important staff of 
the council – of which there are 

councillor who will champion 
their cause.

‘We are also looking for a 
way forward so everyone in 
Argyll and Bute can engage in 
what’s going in the council and 
everything is as open as it can 
be.  Of course in that we have to 
recognise that some things need 

‘Our priority is to form a 
strong, transparent council that 
listens to the electorate.’

The new council’s full list of 

meeting of the new council on 
May 22.

New council leader                     
Roddy McCuish

A NORTH Lorn Hotel will join a 
10-strong group of Scottish busi-
ness in a major tourism event to 
Asia next week.

Beppo Buchanan-Smith of the 
Isle of Eriska Hotel, near Bend-
erloch, will join the VisitScotland 
and Scottish Development Inter-
national (SDI) led delegation to 
Bankik, Thailand.

With the launch of the twice-

imminent, SDI whose Asia Pilot 
programme assists luxury hotels 
engage within the Asia markets, 
and VisitScotland have teamed up 

with Emirates Airlines for a trade 
and media event.

The event will be held as part of 
VisitBritain’s Destination Britain 
and Ireland expo, which attracts 
nearly 120 major international 
buyers.

David Adams McGilp, regional 
director at VisitScotland, said: 
‘Events such as Destination Britain 
and Ireland, as well as the stop-
over in Dubai, give VisitScotland 
an excellent platform to showcase 
Scotland to these key markets. 

‘It also gives businesses such as 
the Isle of Eriska Hotel valuable 

face-to-face time with buyers, 

on the international map.’
Michael Koetsier, head of tour-

ism trade for SDI said: ‘Increasing 
visitors from Asia is key to the 
long-term growth strategy of our 
high end tourism companies. 

‘Scotland holds a special appeal 
to Asian tourists looking for an 
authentic and luxury holiday and 
we are actively working with 
companies such as those attending 
the Dubai and Thailand events 
to help them maximise business 
from these markets.’

Leading Argyll hotelier takes 
Scotland’s luxury tourism 
message to Asian audience

Breadalbane Street
Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NZ
Tel/Fax 01631 564443

FRENCH OAK
TUSCANY 
RANGE

COME AND DISCOVER OUR AMAZING DEALS

Only

£999Prado
3 piece suite

*Drawer and Headboard extra*

PRESTON DOUBLE
ORTHOPAEDIC BED
Strong appeal
• Framed 12.5 gauge spring unit
• Knitted fabric mattress top

Only

£199

AS THE Oban Times went to 
press police and navy divers 
were due to continue a search in 
the vicinity of the wreck of the 
SS Breda in Ardmucknish Bay 
in the Firth of Lorne on Wednes-
day after a diver went missing on 
Tuesday morning.

It is understood the diver is 
54 year old John Skerry, a local 
councillor from Huntington, 
Cambridgeshire.

Coastguards, who were con-
tacted by the dive boat to say one 
of the party was missing, were 
assisted by Oban Lifeboat and 
a Royal Navy search and rescue 
helicopter from HMS Gannet. 
Two dive vessels in the area also 
joined the search.

Watch manager Graeme Wat-
ters said: ‘Coastguard Rescue 

a second shoreline search at high 
water to check again whether 
this diver made it ashore and but 
sadly nothing was found. 

‘A search in the vicinity of 
the wreck was also carried out 
by navy divers but nothing was 
found.”

It is understood the diver may 
have become stuck within the 
wreck of the Dutch freighter 
which was sunk by German 
bombers in 1942 and has become 
a popular dive site, shortly after 
11am.

Search continues 
for missing diver
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THE ROYAL National Lifeboat Institution’s (RNLI) newest 
vessel stopped by Mull for a training exercise last week en route 
to its new home.

The Lifetime Care is to be based at Leverburgh on the Isle of 

1990.
The crew – made up of volunteers – took the opportunity to 

ing exercise.
Tobermory’s station mechanic Jock Anderson took the plunge 

into the sea to simulate a man overboard scenario before being  
rescued by the Leverburgh RNLI volunteers. 

The Leverburgh lifeboat was piped into Tobermory Bay cour
tesy of Alexander Anderson and Fraser Mitchell from Mull and 
Iona Schools Pipers, who played from the bow of the Tobermory 
lifeboat.

Jock Anderson said: ‘We were keen not only to have an op
portunity to train with our newest neighbours in the Hebrides 
but to also give them a warm west coast welcome not only to 
Tobermory but also to the wider lifeboat family. 

‘All of us at Tobermory RNLI would like to give our best wishes 

Tobermory lifeboat greets the Leverburgh lifeboat in the 
Sound of Mull. 

PUPILS at Bunessan Primary School were treated to two work
shops courtesy of the Edinburgh Science Festival.

Generation Science, the touring schools programme, visited 
Mull with its ‘Fizz Bang Boom’ and ‘Lego Mindstorms Chal
lenge’.

Youngsters witnessed a chemical reaction that caused lots of 
foaming of liquids to great height and interacted with hip hop 
dancing robots as part of the programme.

Olympic Games job stalls swim round Tiree attempt

AN ISLAY woman who, through 
her travel business, established 
the Whisky for Girls website 

talk at the Women and Whisky 
Panel.

Rachel MacNeill, who runs 
Wild and Magic Islay, was 
invited by the organisers of Miss 
Whisky to talk about her role 
in the industry and to present a 
bottle for tasting.

On one of two panels asked to 
attend, Rachel chose to present 
Bruichladdich’s Black Art third 
edition.

Like Whisky for Girls, Miss 
Whisky is an organisation 
aiming to dispel the myth that 
whisky is a drink purely for 
men.

Rachel said: ‘I chose this 
bottle due to the name. I felt it 
matched with Wild and Magic 
Islay. Also, this dram is called 
the ‘sexiest whisky in the world’, 
so I thought for a whisky and 
women workshop it was an 
excellent place to start.

‘This is a very rich fruity dram, 
with a colour of deep rose wine. 
I thought it would challenge 
women’s preconceptions about 
look and taste in a malt. 

Rachel MacNeill hopes her novel approach to a dram will help attract whisky lovers. 

There has been 
an explosion of 
focus on women 
in whisky.          
I’m happy to be 
part of it.
Rachel MacNeill

‘Sexy’ whisky   
attracts increasing 
female admiration
Islay woman developing  
‘dram architecture’ as whisky 
taps into rising female market

Highlands and Islands Food and Drink awards expand categories

ISLAY Lifeboat was launched to assist a yacht, which last Tuesday 
had snagged on creels.

The yacht Westbound Adventure called Clyde Coastguard reporting 
that they had the yacht, Christella, under tow.

the tow. 
When Islay RNLI Lifeboat arrived on scene they found that the 

Christella still had creels entangled. These were cut free and the 
lifeboat towed the yacht, with three people aboard, to Craighouse, 
Isle of Jura.

Islay lifeboat comes to aid of yachts

FIVE new categories have been 
added to this year’s Highlands 
and Islands Food and Drink 
Awards. 

Awards organisers, the 
Highlands and Islands Food and 
Drink Forum, are encouraging 
entries from top performers in 
the industry in Argyll to enter 
for a range of categories includ

ing best drink, best marketing 
initiative, development of export 
markets, independent food and 
drink retailer of the year and 
best other eatery award.

Supported by Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) the 
awards are the region’s most 
prestigious food and drinks ac
colades, celebrating excellence 

and achievement in the industry 
and recognising industry players 
at the top of their game.

Quintin Stevens of the High
lands and Islands Food and 
Drink Forum said: ‘With some 
of the best natural produce in 
the world, the awards showcase 
the wide range of food and drink 
products in the region and the 

nesses, from internationally 
renowned companies to small 
innovative producers.

‘We’ve introduced several new 
awards this year to cater for and 
appeal to the wealth of outstand
ing innovation and effort we 
know is helping to shape the 
future of the industry.  We hope 

that more businesses in Argyll’s 
food and drink industry will 
step forward this year and let 
the awards help gain recognition 
for and promote their achieve
ments.’ 

Entries are open until Friday 

tion  check www.hifoodand
drinkawards.com.

Not so much Hotel le Jura 

MalcolmWebster loses 
bid to widen legal appeal

A MONUMENT of national importance is to return to Mull 
after undergoing repair work by Historic Scotland.

marker in Kilvickeon Parish Church before being taken away in 

The stone is the oldest of a number of impressive table tombs 
and headstones in the churchyard and got its name from the 
inscription which reads: ‘Here lies Mariota, daughter of…’. No 
other information is legible.

The stone will go on display at Tigh na Rois, the Ross of Mull 
Historical Centre, later this month before being moved to a new 

THERE’S a new arrival on 

eagle chick has hatched at the 
new hide on the island.

Proud parents Iona and 
Fingal have been fussing over 
the new arrival and rangers 
hope a second egg is in the nest 
and will hatch in the next few 
days.

adult birds have taken turns 
incubating the eggs, sit
ting very low on the nest.
First indications that some
thing had changed was last 
Tuesday when Iona was sitting 
higher up on the nest. She was 

the eggs.
Sue Dewar, white tailed 

eagle ranger with Mull and 
Iona Ranger Service, said: ‘It 
was on Wednesday afternoon 

the female adult, bending her 
head down and gently feeding 
the chick.

‘Tiny morsels of food were 
torn off by her huge beak and 
were delicately fed to her new 
chick. Iona was also very care
ful to keep her talons well out 
of the way so as not to put the 
chick in any danger.

‘The new arrival is great 
news for the birds but also for 

STAFF at the Isle of Jura Hotel 
had to go beyond the call of 
duty over Easter weekend after 
four French guests arrived with 
a booking form for Hotel le Jura 

staff were alarmed to see the 

stay.
However, being told they must 

have been mistaken, the guests 
presented their online booking 
form for the hotel’s namesake in 

With no other accommodation 
available on the island, the guests 
were put up on camp beds in one 
of the hotel rooms currently be
ing renovated, half painted and 
with no furniture.

Hotel owner Cath MacCallum 
told The Oban Times: ‘They 

thought the whole thing was 
hilarious but I don’t think they 
realised there was no other op
tion.

‘My husband Andy was on 
duty when they came in and his 
heart was in his mouth when they 

he thought we must have made a 
huge mistake.

‘The guys hadn’t smelt a rat 
when they paid in euros or 
when they received an email in 
perfectly written French. They 

booking service.’
Fortunately for the Frenchmen, 

rooms were available the fol
lowing night but their luck ran 
out when they went to see the 
Corryvreckan the next day. The 
whirlpool, their main purpose for 

has lost a legal bid to widen the 
grounds of his appeal.

resident and nurse, who was last 

sentence, was back in court last 
week as his defence team sought 
to expand the challenge against 
his conviction.

However, the Court of Criminal 

the bids saying there needed to 
be ‘much clearer’ indication of 
the dispute about the evidence.

Webster was found guilty of 
murdering Claire Morris in an 
Aberdeenshire crash in 1994 
and of intending to bigamously 

Oban, to gain access to her 
estate. 

He also plotted to kill second 
wife Felicity Drumm in New 
Zealand.

Mull as so many people come 
to witness these massive and 

Part of the income from 
trips to the hide is put into a 
fund which is available to the 
islanders for local community 

A recent survey reported 

to Mull’s economy. If there is a 
second egg it could hatch in the 
next couple of days, as eagles 
lay eggs two or three days 
apart, but sit from the time the 

A FORMER promoter of the 
Tiree Wave Classic who hoped 

swim around the island has had 
to postpone the attempt.

Anna Wardley was due to 
take to the Atlantic Ocean 

island swim challenge, during 
which she would also attempt 
to circumnavigate Dragonera, 
Portsea, Jersey and the Isle of 
Wight. However, the freelance 

approached at the last minute 
by the head of the Olympic and 

Paralympic News Service to 
cover this year’s games – events 
that would clash with her record 
attempt and the swim around the 
Isle of Wight.

port, will now attempt to swim 
around Tiree next year. She 

said: ‘It’s been a really tough 
decision as the contract spans 
the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games so clashes with the two 

year, including Tiree. After lots 
of thought, I’ve accepted the post 
as it feels like the opportunity of 

a lifetime and at the end of the 
day the islands will still be there 
next year.’

Anna aims to take to Tiree’s 

month the water is warm enough 
to allow her to make the attempt 
without a wetsuit.

shopping trips to Portree a lot more affordable after 
winning last month’s Oban Times prize competition.

Jean, from Drynoch near Carbost, correctly 
answered ‘petrol’ to our question ‘which is the most 

her tank with fuel.
Retired

Argyll, has lived on the Isle of Skye for 40 years and 

She said: ‘I don’t travel off the island a lot, but where 
we live it is essential to have a car.’

miles from her home.Jean Hunter is delighted at winning £100 worth of fuel in The Oban Times.

Isle of Skye woman wins £100 of fuel
Huge entry for ‘Free Fuel’ 
competition in 
The Oban Times

TWO LUCKY families have 
been announced as winners of 
The Oban Times’ Singing Kettle 
competition. 

Wendy Douglas of Ganavan, 
Oban, and Tania Williams of 
Kilmelford, will be taking 

extravaganza Shake, Rattle and 
Roll at the Corran Halls on May 
16.  At this year’s show, children 
are invited to take part in all 
the musical fun by making their 
own shaker or bringing along a 
musical instrument.

The winning families also 
receive a free Singing Kettle 
DVD and fun pack. 

The lucky winners had to 
answer a question and send in 
an entry coupon to enter the 
competition.

Singing Kettle 
ticket winners

Rachel was in illustrious 
company. The other women 
on the panels were Kirstie Mc
Callum, master blender with 
Burn Stewart, Deirdra McBeth, 
brand ambassador with Jame
son Whiskey from Ireland, Cat 
Spencer from Master of Malts, 
Celine Tetu from Compass Box 
and Helen Stewart from Scotch 
Malt Whisky Society.

Rachel said: ‘It was really 
exciting being there and meeting 
so many interesting people. I 

arrived as they all looked so 
glossy and professional.

‘I found that being from 
Islay, we know so much more 

about whisky than we realise. 
It has seeped into our blood by 
osmosis. 

‘Most of the people out there 
at festivals and tastings are one 
step removed from the distiller
ies and the life that we take for 
granted.’

While Rachel started Whisky 
for Girls as much for fun as 
anything else, she feels she has 
tapped into a whole new trend.

She said: ‘I thought I’d make 

women and I started to write 
about whisky and explore it on 
my website.

‘There has been an explosion 
of focus on women in whisky. 
I’m happy to be part of it.’

Rachel is developing a new 
way to categorise whisky 
– called dram architecture, and 
help make the drink more acces
sible to both men and women.
She said: ‘I don’t pretend to be 
an expert, but I’m learning and 
I have a different way of looking 

they come to whisky tasting as 
beginners.’

Rachel’s website can be found 
at www.whiskyforgirls.com.
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Fatal accident inquiry hears of young shepherd’s tragic death
THE DEATH of a young 
shepherd was an ‘accident with 
tragic consequences’ accord-

Fallen
-

‘I went over to where James 

Despite efforts to save the 

-

-

death found that the existing 

recommendations were made 

to express my sympathy to his 

-

scooped the prestigious Fish 

received the award from the 

in the Inveraray restaurant and 

-

Hard-working staff 

deserved for his team of hard-

‘The success of the cafe is 

what is done here day in day 

from his father who came to Ar-

-

environment and how food is 

which means enjoying good 

-

evening menu incorporating 

The team behind the successful Royal Burgh cafe. 06_a19cafe01

months in prison after he was so 

into a garage where he was an 

-

The court heard he was on a 

-

-

had six previous convictions for 

-

Johnstone from driving for eight 

months and 

driving for 
eight years

-

50 per cent slump feared
Industry sources say the de-

-

-

-

-

The Oban Times: ‘We 

-

-

-
pointed Merseyside company 

-

Construction is due to start in 

capacity for passengers and 

New Clyde ferries 
go to Merseyside 
shipyard

-

-

Inveraray Castle 
opens its doors to 
local residents

Mull alleged drink 
driver told to ‘take 
legal advice’

The case was continued with-

THE RECENT Oban High School talent show raised over £200 
for Hope 2 Oban (H2O) who want to thank the S6 pupils for 
all their hard work and wish them every success as their school 
days draw to a close.

Talent show raises £200 for H2O

-

New community 
website for Cowal

The painting is of yachts pass-

-

- and everyone has the chance 

-

operative this Saturday from 

Ernie Upton’s Reefed Sails off Duart, Mull, valued at £1,800, could 
be yours for £5 as part of Oban Phoenix Cinema’s prize raffle.  

Mull man had ‘really nasty’ lock knife

the sex offenders register when 

-
ing his share of Energie Fitness 

he had offered them massages 

-

‘These witnesses had to enter 
a punishing cross-examination 

Morton had ‘overstepped the 

Sheriff Anderson reiterated 
that she found the witness’ evi-

Morton may not agree he had 
done anything wrong she hoped 
he now accepted the judgement 

Gym boss placed on probation 
following sexual assault case

Festival
of the Sea 
celebrated
in music
Live ‘fringe’ events 
announced for 
days of festival

Every artist was 
100 per cent 
keen to be part 
of it.
producer          
Findlay Wells

-

new feed means the force can 

-

-

Oban police go on 
video and Twitter

with the announcement of the 

and around the area throughout 

-

It is hoped the very nature of 

-
res they’ve never had the chance 

that haven’t heard some of these 

something that sums up the fes-

-

charged with disorder offences 

-

Man arrested after 
alleged assault on 
teenagers

Three arrested 
following disorder

campaign are among those 
-

the Ardtorna guest house near 

Cottages is nominated for the 

-

-

-

-

-

Local businesses 
among top awards 
nominations

C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)

“Give me land, lots of land 
and sunny skies above

But do fence me in”

Agricultural prices, delivery available 
Phone 01631 563271 

PS Lamb (free) in need of new, twinned mother

C. Hodge Fencing - 
wholesalers of posts, rails, 

timbers, wire, gates, handling 
equipment, decking 

and sleepers
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THE SUN shone on some bright stars of 
the future at last weekend’s Highlands and 
Islands Music and Dance Festival.

The festival, in its 29th year, attracted 
competitors from around the country but 
some of the highlights came from Argyll.

Rebecca Hill, 16, has been playing the 
clarsach for eight years. The Connel girl’s 
rendition of Glenlivet was ‘stunning’ ac-
cording to judges.

‘It made such an impact,’ said one as 

in the advanced class.
Meanwhile, 15-year-old Kirsty Campbell 

from Oban picked up the best overall per-
formance in the woodwind section. 

The humble youngster, who has been 

before but ‘not for a while’.

Another youngster, Finlay Bennett from 
North Connel, picked up trophies for his 

have won and I’m really pleased.’
Winners also came from far and wide 

with Abbie MacNeil from Glasgow picking 
up trophies at the Area Finals and in the 
Highland Dancing competition at Atlantis 
Leisure.

The 14-year-old has been dancing for 11 
years and visits Oban every year for the 
festival.

Star of the Accordion and Fiddle Masters 
was 20-year-old Maggie Adamson from 
Fladdabister in Shetland. 

Maggie is studying violin at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland and has won 
a host of trophies in the past 12 months 

including the all-Scotland championship, 
the Senior NAAFC Championship and the 

This year she will be playing as part of the 
Proms Festival in the Royal Albert Hall in 
London with the National Youth Orchestra 
of Scotland.

A very talented family also took part in 
the festival this year with elder sibling 
Jack Westwell collecting the prize for best 
performance at the concert of champions.

The Edinburgh teenager composed his 
own piece of piano music for the festival 
and received rapturous applause for his 
playing in the Corran Halls.

Spectators were treated to an outdoor per-
formance as the Lisbeg Pipe Band marched 
from Oban’s Station Square to the Corran 
Halls - gathering a crowd as they went.

Talent shines through at music and dance fest
Highlands and Island event uncovers stars of the future

Abbie MacNeil, 14, was a 
winner at the Scottish Area 

Highland Dancing Finals held 
in Atlantis Leisure. 08_t19himdf01

Champion of champions: Jack Westwell won best performance at 
the concert. 08_t19himdf13

Sixteen-year-old Rebecca Hill 
from Connel took first place in 

the clarsach advanced class. 
16_t19himdf09

Oban girl Kirsty Campell, 15, 
took home the trophy for 
best overall in woodwind. 

16_t19himdf10

Lisbeg Pipe Band from Ballygawley, Co Tyrone in Northern Ireland, took part in the parade through the streets of Oban from Station 
Square to the Corran Halls. 08_t19himdf04

Maggie Adamson, from Shetland, won the fiddle trophy at the 
Accordion and Fiddle Masters. Photograph by Kevin McGlynn.

Performing in St John’s Cathedral was Oban accordion player 
Craig MacFadyen. Photograph by Kevin McGlynn.

Timothy Ness from Monifieth performed at 
the concert of champions. 08_t19himdf11

The Mauchline Wedding was 
one of the performances in the 

Robert Burns themed event. 
08_t19himdf17

Kate MacPherson, Katherine Harris and Eilidh Munro placed in 
the top three in the classical song class. They were accompanied 

by Ena Millar. 16_t19himdf03

Talented 11-year-old Finlay Bennett, from North Connel, 
won trophies for fiddle and chanter. 16_t19himdf08

‘To A Mouse’ was a very popular theme at the dance competitions on Sunday. 08_t19himdf16

Results
and more 
pictures on 
Page 13

Shona MacFadyen, West 
Kilbride, in the Accordion and 

Fiddle Masters. 08_t19himdf02

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

Newsdesk 01631 568000

OT
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Lorn LinesDecision day for Oban’s Jubilee bonfire within McCaig’s Tower

New anxiety 
course to                  
be held in Oban

OT

THE ANNUAL Flag Week organised by Oban’s Multiple 
Sclerosis Therapy Centre raised more than £1,000 for the 
charity.

-
ous year.

cans knocked on doors throughout Oban.
The Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre thanked members 

MS and other conditions.

YOUNG photographers from Oban challenged the town’s camera 
club to a picture competition. 

The school-age members of H2O Zoooom! went head-to-head 
against members of Oban Camera Club for the second successive 
year on April 30.

This was an open competition with each club entering 25 
images. The tough task of judging was in the hands of local 
photographer Kevin McGlynn.

-
era Club scoring a total of 328 for their 25 images and Zoooom! 
coming in a close second with 314 for their 25 images. 

Best picture overall winner was Oban Camera Club member 
Eric Shaw, who was presented the H2O challenge cup by sponsor 
and lifetime photographer John Douglas.

From Zoooom!, best H2O picture was jointly won by Dionne 
Gilbride and Lauren Leggett.

Zoooom! is currently putting together its 2012 summer exhibi-
tion – ARGYLL – Awesome Rural Gateway, Youthful Land of 
Light.

Not a chair was to be had during a soup lunch for Oban Pipe 
Band at the Shore Street band hall recently, with the chicken 

and sweetcorn soup going down a treat. 15_t15souplunch1

THE ANNUAL meeting of the Argyll Members’ Group of 

the Falls of Lora Hotel.
After the AGM, Bryan Dickson, NTS head of buildings, 

He told members the trust holds and cares for the second 
biggest estate in Scotland.

He described the enormous range of buildings, illustrating 

You can send the news and views from your 
organisation, group or club direct 

to editor@obantimes.co.uk

IT IS often said mothers must 
have the patience of a saint – but 
that rule must have been tested 
for two Oban mums who endured 

an 18-month wait when trying to 
raise money for charity.

Helen Jamieson and Lynn 
Robertson had planned to do a 

sky dive for Cancer Research on 
August 21 2010 but it was called 
off as a result of high winds.

The rescheduled date in April 
2011 also had to be abandoned 
– but not due to the weather. This 
time the pair had fallen pregnant 
at the same time!

Helen, 28 said: ‘Our company 
had asked for volunteers to do 
a sky dive for Cancer Research 
and we had been fundraising 
since summer 2010.

‘It was third time lucky for us 

but the weather was changing all 
day, it was really cloudy and we 
didn’t think we were going to get 
up.’

took the plunge on April 15 at 

– raising almost £3,000 for 
the charity. Lynn, 33 said: ‘It 
was brilliant.It was absolutely 
fantastic and I would do it again 
in a heartbeat. It is a really good 
charity to be raising money for 
– we all know someone who has 
been affected by cancer.’

Young mums take plunge for charity
Third time lucky as pregnancies stall ski dive

THOSE who have taken part in 
the Oban – Laurinburg exchange 
trip on both sides of the Atlantic 
are being encouraged to attend 
an anniversary ceilidh in June.

This year is the 20th year of the 
student exchange programme 
between Oban High School and 
Scotland High School, North 
Carolina.

To mark the occasion, a 
ceilidh will be held in Oban’s 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
on Saturday June 23 where a 
ceilidh band and pupils from 
Oban High School will provide 
the entertainment.

Former Oban High School 
teacher Anne Stewart, who is 

helping to organise the ceilidh, 
said: ‘The ceilidh is open to 
anyone who wants to come but 
we would particularly like to see 
people who have been involved 
in exchange in some way.

‘The exchange has been really 
important for both towns over the 
past 20 years and has involved 
around 400 school pupils from 
both sides of the Atlantic.’

Anne said she hoped repre-
sentatives from Laurinburg 
would be making an appearance 
on the night.

Tickets are being sold in 
advance of the ceilidh and are 
available by e-mailing laurin-
burg20@hotmail.co.uk.

Laurinburg exchange 
anniversary ceilidh

Schools Quiz competition at the Royal 
Hotel, Oban, last Friday. 

The competition was a closely fought 
encounter of a very high standard and 
the winning team was from Dunbeg 

Six primary schools took part, 
the highest entry ever for the 
competition.

May 21, 
Shown in the picture, right, are 

Club of Oban, and the members of the 
winning team, Caelan Sloan, James 
Emslie, Ethan Sharp and Hugo Stahl.

Dunbeg wins 
annual Rotary 
Club schools’quiz

A NEW course to help people 
suffering from anxiety or 
depression is to start in Oban at 
the end of the month.

The free, six-week course 
aims to help people understand 
why they might be
feeling low, anxious or 
depressed. 

It teaches skills to help build 

tackle everyday problems. 
Service users have said: ‘The 

course sessions helped me 
greatly and some of the
things I learnt from you have 
been invaluable.

‘Before I attended your 
course I felt extremely isolated, 
confused, frustrated and scared 
about the way I was feeling. 

‘Although it took a lot of 
courage to come along, I found 

grow after each session.’
The courses start on 

Monday May 28 at 1.30pm in 
Glencruitten Church Centre, 
Oban. 

org or phone 07827 999575.

TODAY is D-day for an 

in McCaig’s Tower to celebrate 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.

Council will meet to discuss the 
proposal by local man Graham 

MacQueen, who says the June 2 
event could put Oban on the map 
as a ‘forward thinking’ town.

Worried
However, the proposal has 

caused something of a stir, 
with some locals saying they 

damage the tower and nearby 
homes.

Such fears have been dismissed 
by Mr MacQueen who says the 

‘no warmer than they’d be on a 

hot summer’s day’, but he admits 
a backup plan will be put into 

by the local authority.
Application

Mr MacQueen, who says he 

could go ahead before the council 
asked him to submit a written 
application, said: ‘There was a 
bit of concern from residents 
that houses would be damaged 
and cars melted. 

‘There was also the wedding 

on the same day but we’ve sorted 
that out. 

‘It’s all been a bit of a storm 
in a teacup, but if it goes ahead 
the effect on the town would be 
marvellous. 

‘The effect will be stunning.’
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30 Years 

Ago The Oban Times
Those Were The Days

Thursday, May 13, 1982

As the start of the tourist season draws closer, it’s a safe bet that Oban’s most famous landmark, 
McCaig’s Tower, will be the focus of attention for many visitors. 16_t19twtd01

Council urge land rethink
THE SELLING of open land 
overlooking Branksome Park 
for private development has 
been sharply criticised by Oban 
Community Council.

The land is being offered for 
sale by Argyll and Bute District 
Council for private develop-
ment of an indoor sporting and 
recreational complex.

But community councillors 
feel that any indoor develop-
ment should take place on 
the strip of ground between 

the bowling green and the 
swimming pool and the area 
overlooking Branksome 
Park should be retained as a 
natural, open air park for older 
children.

The open land facing on to 
Dalriach Road in the same area 
is already earmarked as a park 
for young children with their 
parents.

Councillor William Fowler 
said: ‘It is a great shame that 
this piece of land looking on to 

Branksome Park  is not being 
left as a piece of open ground 
where children can go and kick 
a football. That is what we 
need, not an indoor develop-
ment.’

He was backed up by coun-
cillor Ian Smythe who said that 
at the moment the area was an 
eyesore: ‘I think it is absolutely 
appalling,’ he said. 

‘What we need is an open 
plan facility for children in the 
town.’

AT ITS meeting last week, 
Lochaber District Council 
decided to monitor complaints 
and comments regarding the 
recently introduced timings of 
BBC Radio Highland’s morning 
programmes.

It was contended that most of 
Lochaber were unable to listen 
to their local radio station be-
cause of the rescheduling which 
meant that the main part of the 
broadcasting occurred after 
people had left for work.

TWO HUNDRED hectares 
-

stroyed in a blaze in Barcaldine 
Forest on Friday evening.

acres of trees, heather and 
grass belonging to the Forestry 
Commission.

It is thought it may have been 
started by a carelessly dropped 

cigarette or other light. Four 

5.30pm until 11.30pm to deal 
with the blaze, which was more 

of the forest.

Radio complaints

THE LATEST site for Oban’s 
new general hospital appears to 
be Soroba, according to Coun-
cillor William Hunter.

He said he had a ‘very strong 
impression’ the site at Soroba 
was now committed for the 
hospital, not Ganavan.

Oban Community Council 
chairman Alick MacLeod said: 
‘From the time Ganavan was 
earmarked as the site until the 
time it was cancelled, I am sure 
there was time enough to build 
the hospital. What we want is a 
starting date.’

Hospital site moves to Soroba

Children’s favourite on 
the Isle of Iona
A NEW attraction on Iona 

pair of Welsh Cobs - have 
already won the hearts of local 
children.

Last week they also began 
turning the heads of visitors, to 
whom they offer an ideal way of 
seeing round the tranquil island 
– by horse drawn carriage.

The new company offering the 
service is Island Carriages, set 
up by Sue and Reg Morgan of 

the Isle of Mull Pony Trekking 
Centre, Ormsaig, Pennyghael.

The Morgans bought Perry 
and Pos, seven-year-old half 
brothers, from a top Derbyshire 
driver, Caroline Dale, on 
condition that they were never 
parted.

The pair have always worked 
as a team and last year they 
showed their worth when they 
took second place in a national 
driving competition. 

THE SKYE village of Luib on 
the main east coast road north 
of Broadford is where husband 
and wife Tony and Shirley 
Hodgson have opened a teashop 
with a difference.

While Mrs Hodgson and 
daughter Alison serve custom-
ers in the tearoom, her husband 
is attending to orders of another 
kind.

Behind the tearoom is Skye 

licensed gun shop west of 
Inverness, stocked with a range 
of guns, ammunition and allied 
equipment.

‘Versatlity is the name of 
the game,’ said Mr Hodgson, 
a former weapons instructor 
with the Special Air Service, 
the undercover unit which must 
be familiar with weapons of all 
nations. 16_t19twtd03

The cuppa with a difference on offer in the Isle of Skye

Friday afternoon activities for a group of Portree High School children, clearing brushwood from 
a central site in the town as part of a campaign to tidy up the Skye capital. 16_t19twtd05

NEWSDESKS
OBAN

01631 568000
FORT WILLIAM
01397 703003

Drunk who swore 
at ambulance 
workers fined £360

A MAN who drunkenly 
shouted and swore at two ambu-
lance workers in Kinlochleven 

Andrew Thomson, of 6 
Castledyke Road, Carstairs, 
pled guilty to assaulting, 
obstructing or hindering the 
men by striking the ambulance 
on Leven Road on October 29.

The 25-year-old called 999 at 
5am when his friend fell and 
injured himself after a night 
out in the village, Fort William 
Sheriff Court heard.

New furniture 
shop to                
open in Caol

LOCHABER’s retail sector 
has received a boost with news 

Furnishings is to open an outlet 
in Caol.

The company, which supplies 
solid pine, ash, birch and oak 
furniture, had been looking to 
expand to the Fort William area 
for some time. The store, in the 
former Nevisprint premises 
on Caol Industrial Estate, is 
scheduled to open at the end of 
this month. New manager Iain 
Kenney told The Oban Times
four people would be employed 
initially. Three more staff 
could be needed if the business 
performs as expected.

He added: ‘It’s another outpost 
to serve our existing customers 
and grow the business.

‘We have a good customer 
base over here. We have noticed 
a lot of people from Lochaber 
and the islands coming to our 
Inverness store.’

A FORT William man found 
in possession of three different 
drugs after a police search has 
been sentenced to two weeks in 
prison.

Gary MacKinnon, of 3 Mary-
burgh Court, was taken into 
police custody in relation to a 
separate matter on November 
22. 

Careless         
driving caused 
head-on crash

A MAN whose careless 
driving caused a head-on crash 
on the A830 Road to the Isles 

eight penalty points.
Jason MacLean, of 2 

Templeview, Croyard Road, 
Beauly, pled guilty to driving 
without due care and attention 
at Callop railway bridge on 
November 26. 

The 36-year-old admitted 
driving at excessive speed, 
crossing the road and colliding 
with another car. The passenger 
in the other car suffered a 
broken sternum and spent two 
nights in hospital, Fort William 
Sheriff Court heard.

Sea wall 
safety ladder 
warning

found 38 tablets of class ‘C’ drug 
Buprenorphine and 0.8grammes 
of class ‘B’ drug dihydrocodei-
none. 

Painkillers
Defence solicitor Stephen 

Kennedy said the drugs were 
powerful painkillers. 

He said: ‘He was using the 
drugs to help him stay off heroin. 
He is now off the heroin, exercis-

ing regularly and is completely 
drug-free.’ Police also found 
0.1grammes of heroin in the 
39-year-old’s possession at Fort 
William Police Station, with a 

Kennedy asked for the equiva-
lent prison time in place of the 

Defendant found with three different drugs

Motorcyclist dies in horror crash

TWO MEN in a boat failed in 
a dramatic rescue bid off Fort 

weekly allowance.
And the Saturday morning 

incident at the West End car 
park prompted her father to 
warn lives could be lost unless a 
rusting ladder on the sea wall is 
repaired.

Local woman Michelle Bur-
gess and daughter Bethany were 
sitting on the wall when her 

pocket and fell into the sea.
Michelle’s dad Bob Burgess 

arrived with wife Wilma to pick 
them up for a shopping trip to 
Oban – just in time to see the 
purse sinking under the waves.

from the nearby Crannog restau-
rant arrived at the scene after an 
onlooker phoned them.

Bob directed operations from 
above, but the half-hour search 

THE SNP has struck a deal with the Liberal 
Democrats and Labour to form the new Highland 
Council administration following a day of tense 
negotiations in Inverness on Tuesday.

It also emerged SNP group leader Drew Hendry 
will be the new council leader. Independent 
councillors made up the largest group following 

last week’s elections, with 36 out of 80 elected 

councillors. Ross-shire councillor Isabelle 
Campbell made a controversial decision to defect 
from the Lib Dems to the Independents the day 
after the results were announced.

See the full council election roundup on page 7.

Fort man Bob Burgess shows the rusting ladder at the spot his daughter lost her money. 20_f19ladder01

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

with a grab proved fruitless. The 
grandfather, who is a carer for 
Wilma and retires as a plumber 
next Saturday when he turns 
65, was unable to reach the 
badly corroded ladder - which 
he claims is a safety hazard. 

He told The Oban Times: ‘The 
nearest ladder had two or three 
rungs missing at the bottom and 
the Crannog guys said it didn’t 
look safe.

‘These ladders don’t go all 
the way to the top of the wall 

and dangerous to get onto.
‘I think the council should 

repair or replace these ladders 
before a fatal accident happens. 
For a split second you are not 
holding onto anything at the top.

A MOTORCYCLIST was killed 
in a horror crash on the A82 
three miles west of Spean Bridge 
of Tuesday morning.

Scottish Six Days Trial (SSDT) 
competitors were caught up in 

jams built up either side of the 
scene.

Police closed the road for four 
hours after the 10am accident, 
which also involved a car.

SSDT riders heading for 
competition sections further up 
the Great Glen were rerouted 

via Gairlochy so the event could 
continue.  

The road blockage heaped 
further misery on motorists al-
ready faced with lengthy delays 
caused by upgrading works at 
the Lochybridge roundabout.

A82 Partnership spokesman 
Stewart MacLean said: ‘Follow-
ing the tragic fatal accident, the 
full impact of the decision to al-
low the roadworks to take place 
at Lochybridge during May has 
been highlighted.’

As The Oban Times went to 

press police had not named the 
victim. SSDT organiser Mairi 
Jenkins reported on Facebook 
that the motorcyclist was not a 
competitor.

Meanwhile on Sunday 
afternoon, crowds packed Fort 
William High Street to see the 

pedestrianised thoroughfare. 
After day two, two riders re-

mained pointless – Jordi Pascuet 

Lampkin. Reigning champ 
James Dabhill was in fourth.

The tides are very strong and 
if anyone was to tumble in you 
would have a hell of a job getting 
down to help.’

Bob added: ‘I consoled my 
daughter by saying it could have 
been worse – it could have been 
Bethany who fell in.

money in it to buy herself and 
her daughter some clothes.’

Newly re-elected Fort William 
and Ardnamurchan councillor 
Brian Murphy pledged to inves-
tigate.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I 
would need to take a look at it 
and get our guys to check it out 
to see what state of repair it is in 
and take it from there.

‘The ladder should be there 
for a purpose and in the event 
of somebody falling in the water 
and being unable to access it, I 
would certainly want to see it 
repaired – if that is the purpose 
it is intended for.’

Deal struck on council administration

Belhaven care plan 
wins MSP’s backing

SKYE, Lochaber and Bad-
enoch MSP Dave Thompson is 
backing proposals to transform 
the mothballed Belhaven Ward 
in Fort William into a respite 
care service centre.

Crossroads Caring Scotland 
(Lochaber) wants NHS 
Highland to consider a partner-
ship deal to re-open the ward, 
which once housed 23 beds for 
the frail elderly undergoing 
rehabilitation or assessment. 

Mr Thompson urged ‘a 
positive response’ to the plan.

A health board spokesperson 
said: ‘NHS Highland can 

letter from Dave Thompson and 
we will be responding to him 
shortly.’

Jobs fear as          
Uist building 
firm goes into 
adminstration
which was formed on South 
Uist 35 years ago has gone into 
administration, threatening the 
jobs of its 277 employees across 
Scotland.

UBC Group, formerly 
Uist Builders (Construction) 

Daliburgh, Stornoway, 
Inverness, Glasgow and 
Tayside.

Zolfo Cooper has been 
appointed administrators for the 
building and civil engineering 

include building affordable 
housing and marine engineering 
projects.

Stòras Uibhist chairman 
Huw Francis told The Oban 
Times the news was ‘hugely 
disappointing’.  He said: 
‘They’ve been a good employer 
over the years and it’s going to 
be a big blow to lose those jobs 

economic times just now and 
these things can’t be helped.’

UBC managing director 
Seumas Pedrana said it was a 
‘very sad day’ and the company 
had looked at every possible 
option to avoid administration.
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Local election round-up

A NEW alliance of the SNP, 
independent and Conservative 
councillors will take control of 
Argyll and Bute Council after 
last week’s close-run election.

Negotiations to form a new 
council were concluded on 
Sunday evening after a meet-
ing at Tarbet, with Oban South 
councillor Roddy McCuish  
taking the reigns of the new 
administration. John Semple, 
South Kintyre, will be the new 
deputy chair.

Argyll First 
The Argyll First group of 

councillors - Conservative and 
Unionist Party member Donald 
Kelly, and independents John 
McAlpine and Dougie Philand 
– joined with independent 
councillors Iain MacDonald, 
Robert G MacIntyre, Alistair 
MacDougall, Elaine Robertson, 
and George Freeman of Lomond 
North in forming an alliance with 
the 12 elected SNP members.

in a meeting with council chief 
executive, Sally Louden, on 
Tuesday.

After agreeing the new coali-
tion, Mr McCuish said: ‘The 
people of Argyll and Bute have 

HIGHLAND Council is under 
new political leadership after 
SNP, Liberal Democrat and 
Labour councillors agreed to 
join forces to form the adminis-
tration.

Last Thursday’s elections left 
the Independents as the biggest 

majority control. 
The SNP have 22 councillors, 

Dems 14, a loss of eight, while 
Labour have eight, a gain of 
one.

Negotiations 
Fraught negotiations on 

Tuesday broke down amid fears 
from the three political party 
groups that collaborating with 
the disparate Independent bloc 
would be unworkable.

And after a day of frantic 
horsetrading, SNP group leader 
Drew Hendry emerged as the 
new council leader in waiting 
when the deal was struck with 
Labour and the Lib Dems. 

He will be installed as head 
of the new administration if the 

next Thursday.
‘Work cooperatively’ 

He told The Oban Times: ‘We 
have worked together through 
the different manifestos put 
forward by the different political 
groups and gained a basis for a 
comprehensive programme to 

the best possible deal for the next 
few years.

‘We will work cooperatively 
with the Scottish Government, 
having put party differences 
aside. 

‘We have put together a strong 
administration to face the chal-
lenges, but also to look for the 

Cross party administration 
grasp reins at Highland
Drew Hendry appointed as council leader

opportunities that are available 
to our people.’

Lochaber Independent coun-
cillor Allan Henderson said with 
irony after the dramatic day: 
‘That’s what the Independents 
get for winning the popular vote 
in the Highlands.’

‘We will work cooperatively with the Scottish Government, 
having put party differences aside.’ - new Highland Council 

leader Drew Hendry

Meanwhile, the elections 
threw up a few new faces in the 
West Highlands. In Fort William 
Ardnamurchan, Kinlochleven 
sub-postmaster Andrew Baxter 
topped the poll.

Thanking all those who helped 
his election drive, he told The 

Oban Times: ‘The hard work 
now begins - making sure that 
the new administration at coun-
cil headquarters understands 
that the views of the residents of 
South Lochaber will no longer 
be taken for granted. 

‘My role as local councillor is 
to work with those communities 
to assist them in making Loch-
aber an even better place to live 
and work.’

The SNP’s Bren Gormley 
was comfortably re-elected as 
was Labour’s Brian Murphy. 
Former councillor Thomas 
MacLennan from Fort William 
was the fourth ward member 
elected after a close battle with 
Ardgour’s Davie Corrigan, who 
lost out by only six votes at the 
seventh stage of counting.

The Caol and Mallaig ward 
saw no change, with councillors 
Allan Henderson, Eddie Hunter 
and Bill Clark all returned. 

Of the defeated candidates, the 
SNP’s Niall Rowantree polled 

support thereafter.
Cllr Henderson, who cam-

paigned alongside fellow Inde-
pendent Eddie Hunter, said they 
had gone round ‘every single 
letter-box on the mainland’.

He said: ‘I did not manage to 
reach the islands and I apologise 
for that. Eddie said if he did not 
get in at least he would certainly 
get thinner.’

In Eilean a’ Cheò (Skye), new 
man John Gordon from Portree 
and the SNP’s Ian Renwick were 

alone. 
The Lib Dems’ Drew Millar 

and Independent Hamish Fraser 
also polled strongly and were 
elected at the third stage.

given us a clear mandate for 
change in the way the work of 
this council is conducted.’

Dunoon voting
The agreement makes moot the 

result of this week’s by-election 
in Dunoon – the ward of former 
council leader Dick Walsh 
- which was called following the 
death of SNP candidate Alister 
MacAlister. However, the result 
could yet have a bearing on 
the strength of what has been 
tentatively described by some as 
a ‘fragile alliance’.

There was no change of 
councillor in South Kintyre, or 
Kintyre and the Islands, but one 
of the biggest casualties of the 

Alison Hay voted out after more 

Her seat in the Mid Argyll 
ward was taken by Sandy Taylor 
of the SNP, while independents 
Donnie MacMillan and Dougie 
Philand retained their positions.

In Oban South and Isles, new 
council leader Roddy McCuish 
was joined in re-election by 
party colleague, Mary-Jean 
Devon. Elected at stage eight 

Hall, SNP, and former council-
lor, Alastair MacDougall, 
independent, Mull.

In Oban North and Lorn inde-
pendent councillor Neil Mackay 
lost his seat, being replaced by 
former Ardchattan Community 
Council chairman, Iain Angus 
MacDonald.  Former Oban 
Times journalist, Louise Glen-
Lee, retained the seat she won in 

last year’s by-election, following 
the death of Donald MacDonald. 
Also returning is independent 
councillors, Elaine Robertson 
– who had the biggest share of 

MacIntyre. 
The political spectrum in 

Cowal remained the same, with 
Ron Simon of the SNP the only 
councillor in the ward not to 
retain his seat; being replaced 
by party colleague, William 
Gordon Blair.  

There was no change to the 
political make up in Bute, but 
only George Freeman retained 
his seat in Lomond North, with 
former provost William Petrie 
stepping down and Daniel Kelly 
losing his place. In came the 
Conservative’s Maurice Corry 
and independent councillor, 
Robert Graham MacIntyre.

Helensburgh Central wel-
comes Eileen Morton as its new 
councillor, daughter of former 
deputy leader, Ellen Morton, 
who herself retained her seat 
in Helensburgh and Lomond 
South.  Richard Trail of the SNP 
took Lib Dem Andrew Nisbet’s 
place.

Argyll and Bute alliance 
sees SNP, independent and 
Conservatives join forces

A RECORD number of ad-
vanced registered visitors will 
descend on Aquaculture UK 

Held on May 23-24, the 
exhibition features manufactur-
ers and suppliers from all 
over the world displaying new 
products and developments in 

-

equipment, storage solutions, 
processing and packaging.

Environmental protection, 
distribution, consultancy, 
insurance, training and funding, 
are also catered for at the event, 
held at Aviemore’s Macdonald 
Highland Resort.

Meanwhile, entries are open 
until May 13 for aquaculture 
researchers keen to present at 

of the show.   The author of the 
best presentation, as determined 
by a panel of judges, will be 
awarded the Novartis ‘Best 
Student Presentation’ award.  

This prestigious prize includes 
an expenses paid trip in July to 
Prince Edward Island, Canada, 
to visit one of Novartis Animal 
Health’s state of the art research 
and development facilities.

Full details of the event and 
details of how to enter the Best 
Student Presentation competi-
tion are available at www.
aquacultureuk.com.

Bookings up 
for Aviemore 
aquaculture
event

NEVIS Cycle’s shops in Oban 
and Fort William have been 
included in a ScotRail scheme to 
save cyclists cash.

The train operator’s scheme 
offers 15 per cent off cycle hire 
for people with Freedom of 
Scotland Travelpass cards and 

other valid tickets.
The tickets are also valid  at 

the Ticket to Ride rental shop 
in Inverness.  Bikes must be 
left for collection at either 
of the three participating
rental shops.

Rail and cycle 
shop link in ticket 
discount scheme

POLICE are appealing for in-
formation after cash was stolen 

The theft from the Ledaig 
garage, Tobermory took place 
between Sunday, May 6 and 

Police investigate 
Mull money theft

PRIMARY school pupils in Kil-
lin will take on Ben Lawers in a 
sponsored walk as part of a busy 
month for the village school.

They will be joined by pupils 
from sister schools at Crianlarich 
and Strathyre in climbing the 

to raise funds for their schools.
While they won’t be taking on 

the whole hill, the walk will still 
pose quite a challenge for the 
groups.

Killin Primary School’s busy 
month starts on Monday when 
pupils hit the village’s streets in 
its annual spring clean.

The whole school and some 
parents will head out in groups 
to give the scenic village a dust 
down as part of the Keep Scot-
land Beautiful scheme.

Shortly afterwards, the pupils 
will tend to the school’s own 
appearance in its Grounds Day, 
replanting the garden and tidy-
ing the playground.

June looks set to be just as busy, 
with Go Yellow day bringing 
a touch of colour to the school 
– with even teachers dressing 

the Macrobert Centre in Stirling 
to perform a short concert on a 
European theme. 

Ben Lawers 
walk for Killin, 
Crianlarich and 
Strathyre pupils

Police appeal 
after Dalmally 
vandalism
POLICE are appealing for 
information after a window on a 
yellow JCB digger was broken in 
Dalmally.

The incident occurred some-

Saturday, May 5.

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.

com/obantimes

BOATS descended on the west 
coast last weekend for the 
second annual Easdale RIB 
Rendezvous, and were blessed 
with an ideal combination of 
blue skies and calm seas. 

Around 40 Rigid Hulled In-

Birmingham and Yorkshire 
joined local RIB owners at 
Easdale Island’s sheltered 
harbour. 

The event aimed to promote 
boating by allowing those less 
experienced sailors to test 
their vessels in the safety of 
numbers.

Many RIBs visited the new 
pontoons at Salen, Loch Sunart 
before heading to Tobermory 
and a circumnavigation of 
Mull stopping off at Iona and 
Staffa. 

Another popular local desti-

ROLLERCOP Andrew Simpson 
has provided 15 pairs of skates 
to Atlantis Leisure for its youth 
initiatives, after raising money 
from a sponsored diet.

Donation
PC Simpson, a commu-

Dunbeg, lost 24 pounds in nine 
-

sor money in the process.
Youth nights 

His hard-earned cash has gone 
towards buying rollerblades 
for Atlantis’ Freestyle Friday 
and Saturday Night Live youth 
nights, which are hosted by the 
leisure centre to keep teenagers 

off the streets over weekend 
evenings. 

PC Simpson, who taught roll-
erblading when he previously 
worked at the leisure centre, 
said: ‘It is good to raise money 
to give youngsters something 
to do.

‘Although I’m a bit rusty on 
the skates I’m looking forward 
to coming down to one of the 
youth nights to give it a go 
again.

‘I would like to thank every-
one who sponsored me for such 
a good cause.’

And if anyone is wondering 
how PC Simpson lost weight 

so quickly, it has little to do 
with any rollerblading exercise 
regimes.

‘I mainly cut out chocolate, 
potatoes and bread,’ he con-
fessed.

Atlantis Leisure general 
manager Nick Wesley thanked 
PC Simpson for his donation, 
adding the skates would be a 
welcome addition to the vari-
ous activities run by Freestyle 
Friday and Saturday Night Live, 
the latter of which is organised 
by the centre’s youth worker 
Donna Smith and a Young En-
terprise team from Oban High 
School.

PC Simpson laces up his rollerblades with the help of Atlantis Leisure general manager. 15_t19skates01

Oban PC loses pounds 
to raise cash for local 
youth sports project

The RIBs make ready to set off from Easdale last weekend

RIBS from across the country gather 
at Easdale for annual rendezvous

nation was the early Christian 

Garvellachs.
RIB sizes ranged from 11m 

with 600HP to 4m and 40HP 
and were owned by people 

from diverse backgrounds. 
The event was organised by 

Seafari Adventures who hope 
to attract and promote tourism 
to Easdale during the quieter 
months of the season. 

A GB Oils Brand

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
HAVING AN 
OBAN BALL -
Joy Dunlop 
on why 
Argyll is 
unbeatable
READ...
STUNNING 
RECIPES 
FROM NICK 
NAIRN
The 
legendary 
Fitzroy Maclean
SET LOOSE THE MOOSE
Stunning images of 
Scotland’s lighthouses 
DOUGIE VIPOND ON THE 
COUCH

THE MOOSE

WIN£255 RMWilliamsBoots

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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The company operates from their custom built temperature controlled 
premises enabling a cold chain system from production to delivery.
McPherson Foods supply many local retail outlets with their excellent 
hand made sandwiches, rolls, baguettes, wraps, pies, sausage 

combinations to suit all customer tastes. We also supply sandwiches 
for business meetings, staff training and commercial functions.

all enquiries welcome
Telephone: 01631 564700
Fax: 01631 564700
Mill Lane, Lochavullin, Oban Argyll PA34 4PL

mcphersons foods

Contact Jamie Miller
Mobile: 07901 620359 | House: 01546 602309

Ardshiel, Bishopton Road, Lochgilphead

• Tracked Diggers 
• Earthworks 
• Block Paving
• Tipper Hire 
• Drainage 
• Tarring 
• Boat Hire

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN
STORM DAMAGE – INSURANCE QUOTES

• Roof Work • Renovations • Brickwork • Alterations • Slating 
  • Refurbishments • Porches • Plastering 

• Extensions • Drainage • Loft Conversions 
• Cellar Conversions 

• Property Maintenance 
• General Building Work 

• Patios • PVC Facias • Guttering 
• Sheds & Fencing

• Decking • Landscaping 
• Diggerwork • Burst pipes

Call Us Now For A Quote
Tel: 01631 710334   or  01631 710851
Mob: 07796390411 or  07730654693

WEST COAST BUILDERS
Maintenance & RepairELDER DELIVERIES  OBAN

Weekly Uplifts 
From Furniture 
Stores In 
STIRLING
And
GLASGOW 
Areas For 
Delivery To 

North And Mid Argyll.  For Competitive Rates 
And A Careful And Reliable Service.

Telephone:- 01631 564578,   Mobile:- 07718647725, 
e-mail:-  kkennyelder@aol.com

• We are roofing and building contractors undertaking all sorts of
maintenance work, extensions, loft conversions and new builds.

• We also provide a glass and glazing service including
replacement glass, replacement double glazed units and new
UPVC and timber windows and doors and conservatories.

• In addition, our fireplace showroom offers all items from
replacement glass for

stoves, log baskets,
and fire nests to new

fireplaces and
woodburning

stove suites
for solid fuel,
electric and
LPG gas.

A. A. Young Ltd
Unit 40B Ben Nevis Industrial Estate Fort William

Tel: 01397 704938 Fax: 01397 701752 Mob: 07803 147002

VAN ABOUT
TOWN

Grant Laird
PLUMBING & HEATING 

SERVICES

Dunmay
Ceum-Dhun- Righ

Benderloch
Oban

Tel:  07900 246414

Central Heating Systems • Underfloor Heating
Oil Fired • Natural Gas • LPG • Solid Fuel

Complete Bathrooms supplied & fitted
Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens • Joiner & Electrical work

Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512 
Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

Promote your business to over 
40,000 readers with The Oban Times.

Tel: 01631 568000
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Harris beach in 
world’s top seven
A HARRIS beach famed for its 
sweeping white sands has been 
named as one of the world’s top 
seven in a global publication.

Travel magazine said 
Luskentyre, west of Tarbert, 
had ‘Caribbean-white sand and 
Maldives-blue sea’.

The mag also rated the 
A82/A87 route from Glencoe to 
Skye as among the best on the 
planet.

In its favourite meals section, 
Travel also listed the Three 
Chimneys on Skye as world-
class. 

SLOW broadband speeds in 
Lochaber are back under the 
spotlight in the wake of last 
week’s council elections.

Provost of Lochaber Allan 

councillors re-elected, is to write 

BT Ian Livingston after receiv-
ing numerous complaints from 
voters in Caol.

Cllr Henderson is furious that 
businesses and households in the 
village – only two miles across 
the River Lochy from Fort Wil-
liam – are being handicapped by 
broadband speeds up to 20 times 
slower than in the town centre.

Because broadband con-
nections rely on the existing 

transmission speeds rapidly de-
cline even over short distances.

The provost told The Oban 

DOZENS of World War II 
mortar rounds were uncovered 
and blown up by specialist Navy 
bomb disposal teams on a beach 
in north Ardnamurchan.

The exercise over dunes at 
Kentra near Ardtoe, known lo-
cally as the Singing Sands, took 

The operation followed a 
similar exercise on January 24, 
when a specialist team from 
Faslane exploded 14 mortars 
disovered by Salen coastguard 
team member Tom Jackson.

Winter storms in December re-
distributed huge amounts of sand 
along the scenic beach, exposing 
shells used during training 
manoeuvres for the 1944 D-Day 
landings in Normandy.

Despite their remote location, 
the Singing Sands are becoming 

Communiy action 
grants up for grabs
COMMUNITY groups in 
the West Highlands running 
projects to do with managing 
and enjoying nature are being 
invited to apply for a new 
community action grant.

Scottish Natural Heritage is 
offering awards of between 
£1,000 and £20,000 for short 
term schemes of 12 months or 
less.

Grants are focused on getting 
more people involved in outdoor 
recreation, volunteering and 
outdoor learning.

Other qualifying criteria 
include improving habitats, 
recording species and protecting 
landscapes. 

SNH started considering 
applications on Tuesday. For 
more information see www.snh.
gov.uk. 

Get help and ‘meet 
the funders’
THE COMHAIRLE is to 
host three evening ‘Meet the 
Funder’ events across the Outer 
Hebrides later this month.

Representatives from the 
BIG Lottery, Community 
Energy Scotland and Children 
In Need will be among those 
meeting local groups to discuss 
community-based projects 
potentially eligible for funding.

The events at Barvas and Brue 
Community Centre on May 
22, in Balivanich Community 
Centre on May 23 and at 
Castlebay Community Centre 
on May 24 run from 12pm to 
7pm. Everyone is welcome to 
attend and refreshments will be 
provided.

Outer Hebrides 
celebrate Scottish 
Biodiversity Week
SCOTTISH Biodiversity Week 
2012 is being celebrated in the 
Outer Hebrides later this month.

The comhairle and local 
groups have organised a full 
programme of nature-related 
events and activities from May 
19-27 under the theme ‘Biodi-
versity is Life - Biodiversity is 
Our Life’.

For full details visit www.snh.
gov.uk/protecting-scotlands-na-
ture/safeguarding-biodiversity/

Tarbert or Balivanich. 

A FORT William man has denied driving at 
speeds of up to 67mph in the town and hitting and 
injuring a cyclist, leading to his right leg being 
amputated.

Graham Douglas, aged 28, of 12b Linnhe 
Buildings, pled not guilty to driving dangerously 
and at grossly excessive speed on Lundavra 

Road and colliding with Andrew MacLeod, who 
was on a mountain bike, severely injuring and 

The alleged incident happened on March 7, 
2011. Nineteen witnesses are due to give evidence 
at the trial, which will be held in Fort William 
Sheriff Court on Monday May 21.

A presentaton was held in Kyle Fire Station last Thursday night to hand over cheques to Macmillan Cancer Support, Crossroads Care 
and the Special Care Baby Unit at Raigmore Hospital in Inverness, who each received £1,000. The money was raised at dances, ceilidhs 
and an annual raft race, all organised by Kyle fire crew over past months.  Crew manager Michael Henderson told The Oban Times: ‘A 

big thank you to all that supported these events.’

increasingly popular with visi-
tors over spring and summer. 

Amid fears that more live 
shells could be present and pose 
a serious risk to public safety, 
the Northern Diving Group of 
the Royal Navy, better known 
as the Bomb Squad, moved into 
Salen last Monday.

The expert detachment carried 
out a week-long search of the area 
assisted by coastguards from 
Mallaig, Salen and Kilchoan.

Spearheading the hunt was 
Lieutenant Justin Wong on 
secondment from the Royal 
Canadian Navy.

Altogether nearly 50 items of 
mainly live ordnance were found 
and were dealt with the same One of the WW2 mortar rounds found on the Singing Sands last week.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

day by placing them in a hole in 
the sand, attaching detonators 
and exploding them after the 
coastguard teams had cordoned 
off the area.

The team from Faslane and 
their coastguard helpers had a 
spell of excellent weather for 
the job, according to coastguard 
sector manager for Lochaber, 
Phil Wren.

He told The Oban Times: ‘Most 
of the shells were still live, which 
was the frightening thing.

‘If anyone sees anything that 
looks like a shell, especially if it 

and call the coastguard on 999.’
The coastguard and Navy take 

responsibilty for any ordnance 
found on the shoreline. Police 
and the Army handle munitions 
found inland.

Councillor Allan Henderson: demanding improved broadband 
speeds for Caol. 20_f19parade03

Times: ‘When I was canvassing 
in Caol the subject of very poor 
broadband speeds was brought 
up on more than one occasion. 

‘I duly contacted BT and 
…they say that Caol is too far 
away from the Fort William 
exchange. This is crazy, as one 
[town] can see the other, but the 
old style copper cable obviously 
goes by Lochybridge and then 
round to Caol, instead of cross-
ing the Lochy at a suitable point 
for Caol. 

‘If ever this was evidence that 
we need a trunk link road exten-
sion to the A830 via Caol to Fort 
William with modern communi-
cation adjacent this is it. 

‘How can we expect to develop 
business on speeds of only 0.5 

megabytes per second in Caol 
and Corpach? 

‘Fort William can get up to 
20mbps, but realistically gets 
about 10mbps. I will be writing 
to the chief executive of BT ask-
ing when they intend to upgrade 
this obsolete system. Residents 
of Caol are paying the same cost 
for an inferior service.’

Louise Humphrey, Head of 
Scottish Affairs – BT Scotland, 
said: ‘Caol is part of the Fort 
William exchange which has 
recently been enabled/upgraded 
which means that it can now 
provide speeds of up to 20mbps. 

‘However, because the service 
is delivered over the existing 
copper network it is distance 
limited – the further people 
are from the exchange in terms 
of cable length the slower the 
speed.’

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Slow broadband speeds 
back in the spotlight

Kyle firefighters raise £3,000 for charity

Bomb squad 
kept busy on 
Singing Sands
Dozens of World War II mortar 
rounds blown up on beach

RESIDENTS on the Small Isles 
are struggling to come to terms 
with the loss of popular local GP 
Rachel Weldon, who took her 
own life last Wednesday.

The body of Dr Weldon, who 
was aged 54, was found at her 
home on Eigg last Wednesday.

The GP and her husband Eric 
had lived on the island for 12 
years and watched Eigg thrive 
as plans to generate its own elec-
tricity from renewable sources 
came to fruition. 

One islander, who asked not 
to be named because of the 
sensitivities involved, summed 
up local feelings.

She told The Oban Times: 
‘Everybody here is shocked and 
stunned. People are still trying 
to come to terms with what has 
happened.

 ‘She was a great doctor and 
will be sorely missed. It’s really 
painful, altogether. That’s all I 
can say, really.’

Provost of Lochaber Allan 
Henderson extended his condo-
lences to the family and local 
community.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I 
did not know the doctor well 
but nonetheless I was extremely 

saddened to hear of her untimely 
passing. 

‘Being a small tightly knit 
community this has a huge effect 
on the whole island of Eigg and 
the neighbouring islands. 

‘Dr Rachel was very well 
spoken of in the Small Isles 
providing a vital service in the 
health chain.’

An NHS Highland spokesper-
son said the health board was 
‘deeply saddened’ at the news.

Four weeks ago Dr Weldon 
was banned from driving for 14 
months at Fort William Sheriff 
Court after being found to be 
more than twice the drink drive 
limit near Caol shopping centre.

Her solicitor Stephen Kennedy 
said at the time Dr Weldon ‘very 
much regretted’ the incident. 

A GMC spokesperson said 
Dr Weldon had informed them 
about the conviction and was still 
fully registered with a licence to 
practice.

A Northern Constabulary 
spokesperson said police in Fort 
William are continuing to make 
enquiries into the death.

A report has been submitted 

William. 

A HOMELESS teenager who stole a car in 
Caol and drove it into a ditch told police he 
did it so he would be put in prison.

Donald MacPhee was jailed for four 

driving for two years after pleading guilty 
to getting into the Volkswagen Polo on St 
John’s Road and driving it without the own-
er’s consent at around 3.15am on April 8.

The 19-year-old admitted driving without 

due care and attention for only a few hun-
dred yards before colliding with a signpost 
and crashing into a ditch at the side of the 
A830 at Blar Mhor, damaging the car.

After the crash he approached two police 

Sheriff Court heard. Fiscal Alison Wylie 
said: ‘He was soaking wet, covered in mud 
and with injuries consistent with being 
involved in a collision. He was asked at one 

point why he did this and he replied ‘Because 
I want to go to jail’.’

MacPhee also pled guilty to failing to 
give two breath specimens at Fort William 
Police Station, driving without a licence and 
driving without insurance. Defence solicitor 
Stephen Kennedy said: ‘He has no income, 
no savings and no accommodation. He felt 
he had lost his way and he felt unwanted by 
his friends and family.’

A TEENAGER who broke in to 
Fort William Primary School on 
two separate occasions last year 
causing more than £1,600 of 
damage has been ‘given a chance 
to compensate’ by a sheriff.

Jacob Payne pled guilty to 
forcing entry to the school, 
smashing its windows, setting 

stealing a quantity of money on 
September 28.

The 16-year-old also admitted 
breaking into the school on 
April 20 and forcing open a 
lockfast canteen and stealing 
cash, including pupils’ lunch 
money.

Compensate
Deferring sentence for nine 

months for good behaviour, 
Sheriff Douglas Small said: ‘I 
want you to go back to the school 
and ask if there is anything you 

can do to compensate, whether 
that is cleaning or something 
else. 

‘You are still very young. 
You’ve been given a chance here 
Mr Payne - I hope you can take 
it.’

Fiscal Alison Wylie said the 
damage caused totalled £1,650. 
She also said there was a ‘sub-
stantial amount of mess’ follow-
ing the second break-in, which 

meant the school was unable to 
open on September 29.

Defence solicitor Stephen 
Kennedy said Payne, of 2 Brown 
Court, Fort William, had been 
accompanied by other children 
during the break-ins. 

Role
He said: ‘Mr Payne claims he 

he left the building, but he has to 
accept his role in all of this.’

Teenager told police he stole car and drove        
it into ditch so he would be sent to prison

Fort William man denies speeding at 67mph through town

School vandal given chance by sheriff

Islanders ‘shocked 
and stunned’          
by death of GP
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This time of year is wonderful 
for the home owner. The 
weather and light are conducive 
to repairs and redecoration, the 
opportunity is there to extend 
and improve and, with the past 
winter in mind, appropriate 
changes may be made to 
ensure the next cold snap will 
pass unnoticed indoors. Mind 
you, there are problems. You 
have to do everything properly 
because that clear summer light 
shows up every little imperfec-
tion, highlights every faded spot 
and emphasises those murkier 
areas you hoped no-one would 
ever notice. Still, your home 
represents a considerable in-
vestment so it pays to keep it in 
tip-top shape if only to maintain 
the value of your investment.

Glen Creran Wood
Scottish

*   Beams
*   Kiln dried planks
*   Rustic lintels
*   Burr planks

www.glencreranwood.co.uk
01631 730256

OAK

Start off with the fabric of the 
building, is it intact? Could it 
do with some long over-due 
repairs? If so, don’t delay, either 
get down to the work yourself 
or, get in a good local builder to 
tackle the work. 

Survey the outside of the prop-
erty, look at the roof, the walls, 
the guttering and down pipes, 
drains, window and door frames, 
windows and doors. Survey the 
fabric inside too. Look at the 
ceilings, walls, woodwork, is it 
all in good repair? Look under 
widows for signs of damp. Look 
at ceilings upstairs for signs of a 
leaking roof. Remember where 
the draughts came from last 
winter, make a note and plan to 
have them banished.

Now think about the services 
of the property. When was the 
house last re-wired? Are there 
enough power points and are 
they in the right places? What 
about lighting, is there enough? 
Should you be considering 
outside security lights, they are 
cheap enough these days. Was 
the central heating performing 
well last winter? If not it may be 
time to renew the boiler, put in 
more radiators, change the fuel 
or the entire system. Have you 

had the boiler overhauled yet, it 
should be done every year? 

Perhaps there are more radical 
changes you could do with. If you 
need more space, perhaps an 
extension would be an idea. Have 
you a loft that could be converted, 
a garage you could build over, or 
space in the garden? Think of 
what you could do with that extra 
accommodation. On the other 
hand, a conservatory might be a 
better idea. Again it could open up 
all sorts of possibilities as well as 
bringing your home and garden 
into much closer proximity. If an 
extension is on the cards, have 
a word with your local planning 
department, they’ll put you on 
the right road to organizing it. 
They may even be able to give 
you a list of approved architects, 
surveyors and builders. 

Less expensive but almost 
as useful might be an extra 
bathroom, shower room or cloak-
room. They are all amenities that 
will add to the value of your home 
as will double glazing, cavity wall 
insulation, specially insulated 
exterior doors or a burglar alarm.

Of course your home may not 
be able to provide the space 
for such radical innovations, so 
you could just concentrate on 
your bathroom. With a brand 
new suite, separate shower cu-
bicle, bidet and vanity unit your 
comfortable bathroom could 
become a luxury one and thus 
one of the supreme pleasures in 
your life.

When all or any of that is in hand 
you’ll need to give some thought 
to decor. There’s nothing like 
bright sunshine to show up the 

chips in the paint. There never 
has been a better selection 
of decorating materials in the 
shops, and it’s at prices most 
can afford. Hire shops will 
provide the tools and equipment 
and you can supply the energy. 
It really takes comparatively 
little time to give your home a 
completely different look and 
with modern materials, most of 

out so you don’t need the great-
est of skills.

Of course, all this has its 
disadvantages. Once the inside 
looks perfect, the furnishings 

may begin to show signs of 
age. Well why not? The shops 
are stacked full of wonderful 
furniture and furnishings. And 
don’t you think you owe yourself 
the comfort and pleasure of a 
completely face-lifted home? 
Of course you do. And if you 
can’t quite run to a new suite, 
a new carpet and loose covers 
with some spectacular scatter 
cushions and curtains to match 
will make everything look brand 
new.

When all that has been at-
tended to, give a thought to 

second decade of the 21st 
century? Does it have all that 
is necessary to make your life 
easy? Does it accommodate all 
the family’s requirements? Are 
you proud to show it off to your 
friends and family? Take a tour 

around the big DIY stores or the 
specialist kitchen suppliers. If 
you don’t see the kitchen you 
could kill for, it would be most 
surprising. The latest kitchens 
are breathtakingly beautiful, 
wonderfully practical and su-
premely comfortable. For those 
who have to spend a great deal 
of their time at home in that 
kitchen, the best is really only 
just good enough.

So there you have it. This 
summer, turn your home into a 
show house. Make it the envy of 
your friends, the focus of your 
family’s activities, the haven 
you all need to relax in at the 
end of a busy day. It’ll take a 
month or two to get it right but 
when you’ve done, just think 
how satisfying it all will be!

IMPROVE YOUR HOME FOR THE
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THIS year’s South West Ross Piping Society 
competition saw a record entry of more than 
100 competitors.

The 46th annual competition was held in 
Plockton High School Hostel, with Sandy 
Cameron winning the overall U15 trophy, 
Conal McDonagh taking the U18 prize and 
Norman Gillies winning the 18-22 category.

Judges on the day were Euan MacCrimmon, 
Jim MacGregor, Archie MacLean, Decker 
Forrest, Iain MacFadyen and Niall Stewart.

Results: 
Chanter (new competitors) – 1 Angus 

MacDonald; 2 Archie MacLean; 3 Ceitidh 

Smith. Chanter (previous competitors) – 1 
Gilleasbuig MacVicar; 2 Ryan MacAskill; 3 
Jonathan Beaton. Novice march – 1 Dougal 
MacKiggan; 2  Martin MacRae; 3 Katrina 
Martin. U15 March - 1 Brighde Chaimbeul; 
2 Sandy Cameron; 3 Connor Kellett. U15 
Strathspey and Reel - 1 Sandy Cameron; 2 
Brighde Chaimbeul; 3 Ronal Nicolson. U15 
Jig - 1 Sandy Cameron; 2 Brighde Chaimbeul; 
3 Cameron Sharp. U15 Piobaireachd - 1 
Sandy Cameron; 2 Brighde Chaimbeul; 3 
Cameron Sharp. U15 Gaelic/Slow Air - 1 
Brighde Chaimbeul; 2 Sandy Cameron; 3 
Cameron Sharp. U18 March, Strathspey 

and Reel - 1 James Roxburgh; 2 Conal 
McDonagh; 3 Conall Macillechiar. U18 Jig 
- 1 Conal McDonagh; 2 Bruce MacDonald; 
3 James Roxburgh. U18 Piobaireachd 
- 1 Conal McDonagh; 2 James Roxburgh; 3 
Bruce MacDonald. 18-22 March Strathspey 
and Reel - 1 Norrie Gillies; 2 James Rosie; 
3 Lachie Dick. 18-22 Jig - 1 Norrie Gillies; 
2 James Rosie; 3 Lachie Dick. 18-22 
Piobaireachd - 1 James Rosie; 2 Norrie 
Gillies; 3 Lachie Dick. Youngest competitor 
in piping - Finlay Cameron. Turnout and 
bearing (boys) - James Roxburgh. Dress and 
deportment (girls) - Haley MacKay.

South West Ross Piping Society competition prizewinners with their trophies.

South West Ross Piping Society competition

BARCALDINE Primary School children have 
taken part in the National Spring Clean, which 
started on April 1 and runs until May 21. 

After some discussion, the children decided 
to target Sutherland’s Grove this year and were 

lying around.
However, they were bemused by what they did 

along with bottles and lip salve.

Barcaldine pupils after cleaning Sutherland’s Grove.

Pupils spring clean Sutherland’s Grove

BARCALDINE

NORTH CONNEL
NORTH Connel Village Hall, in 
partnership with various senior 
citizens clubs, will be holding 
a celebratory Queen’s Jubilee 
lunch for 110 senior citizens and 
a few others on July 3. 

It is hoped to attract a large 
attendance as logistically this 
is a big challenge for the ladies 
who are preparing the lunch. To 
feed this amount of people is 
quite a feat. 

Club Nan Caraidean 
(Benderloch) has had a design 
for a mug created by local 
artist Gloria Young. This will 
be made by Prince William 
Pottery, Liverpool.  

Sandra Munro, 563708, or 
Maimie Cattanach, 720227.

JURA
THE OFFICE bearers of Jura 
Parish Church will bring a 
proposal to the congregation 
asking that the church join with 
parishes on Islay.

The suggestion will be 
discussed at a meeting on May 
30 at 5.30pm in the church.

The church has not had its 
own minister for more than 
two years and the meeting will 
discuss whether to pursue the 

LAGGAN
LAGGAN Forest Trust (LFT) 
has been nominated in the 
community action category at 
the Scottish Charity Awards.

The awards, run by the 
Scottish Council for Voluntary 
Organisations, rewards the work 
of charities, community groups 
and individuals. The winner in 
each category will be decided 
by an online vote.

LFT development manager 
Robin Jackson said: ‘We were 
delighted when we heard that 
we had made the shortlist of 
four in the community action 
award.

‘This is wonderful recognition 
of the hard work carried out 
by the team, volunteers and 
supporters working with 
LFT and is also testament to 
the success of the people of 
Laggan working together as a 
community.’

linking of Jura Parish Church 
with the Bowmore and Port 
Ellen parishes. 

The link would mean Jura 
Parish Church would become 
part of the ministry of Rev Rob 
Barlow. 

Those proposing the change 
believe Jura would not lose any 
of its independence as a small 
congregation, but would ensure 
the services of a minister, albeit 
one shared with other churches.

ISLANDERS are planning 
to celebrate HM the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee in style with a 

On Sunday June 3, the street 
party will take place at the 
village hall car park from 1pm 

and games will be run.
The dress code is red, white 

and blue.
The following Tuesday 

years of British history’ in the 
hall from 8pm.

-
ments was held in the hall on 
Tuesday and donations towards 
the cost of the event would also 
be greatly received by Jura 
Community Council.

A BAZAAR held on Easter 
Saturday raised nearly £400 for 
church funds.

On Easter Sunday the congre-
gation raised a further £124.05 
to give to the international aid 
charity Mary’s Meals.

ALL 250 places for this year’s 

ahead of the annual event on 
May 26.

The course record is held 
by Mark Rigby who ran it in 
three hours, six minutes and 59 
seconds in 1994.

ISLAY
ISLAY Community Council is 
delighted Bowmore surgery will 
soon have a new permanent GP.  

Dr Kate Pickering has been 
appointed to the post and 
will start on October 1.  She 
is already known to some 
members of the community as 
she has previously undertaken  
locum duties on Islay.
Following the process of 

recruitment, the community 
council is extremely pleased 
with the outcome and offers its 
congratulations and very best 
wishes to Kate.

CÒISIR Ghàidhlig Ìle, Islay’s 
senior Gaelic choir, is set for a 
busy early summer, with twice-
weekly rehearsals in preparation 
for upcoming events. 

The choir began this year’s 
events by singing at a ceilidh 
for the Royal Scottish Country 
Dance Society’s summer 
school/get-together in Islay 
last Friday and the next 
performance will be on May 25 
in the concert which starts 2012 
Fèis Ìle/Islay Festival of Music 
and Malt week. 

Following on quickly, Islay’s 
local Mòd will be held on 
Saturday June 2 at Islay High 
School.

The choir will soon begin 
work on three new pieces, 
a suite entitled Blàr Tràigh 
Ghruineart which has been 
commissioned by and composed 
for the choir by young musician 
Clare Jordan, in collaboration 
with choir conductor Iseabail 
Mactaggart.  

The pieces are based on the 
epic poem about the battle 
between the MacDonalds of 
Islay and MacLeans of Mull, 
written by William Livingstone, 
one of the Islay Bards. 

Iseabail says: ‘This is a very 
powerful arrangement and it 
seems to me that Clare has 
really captured the combination 
of the pride of the opposing 
sides, the violent force of 
the battle and the tragedy of 
the losses, including that of 
Maclean himself. 

‘I am delighted with how 
Clare has wrought great songs 
from a major poetic work and 
soon it will be our turn to sing 
it to life.’

THE RECENT dry weather has 

start on this year’s work.
In parts of Islay, peats are 

again being cut after several 
years when few people were 
cutting.  

Many islanders feel recent 
public criticism about excessive 
commercial peat cutting for 
leisure gardening purposes 
should not be allowed to affect 
the domestic peat user.

They believe it is taking 
environmental concerns too 
far to consider banning hand 
or small scale peat cutting 
for domestic use and that the 
environment would suffer if 
made empty and barren by the 
lack of people able to live there 
and manage the land – not to 
mention the whisky industry.

KYLEAKIN
SKYE and Lochalsh Sports 
Council re-elected chairman 
Charlie MacRae, secretary/
treasurer Peter Gordon and 
15 committee members at its 
annual general meeting in 
Kyleakin Hall.

With the reduction of the 
annual grant last year from 
Highland Council, the Sports 
Council agreed on a one-year 
trial to limit the grants available 
to clubs to £300 per year.

Last year 40 clubs were paid 
up members with grants given 
to 19 clubs.

COLONSAY
COLONSAY’S
festival attracted authors from 
the cream of Scotland’s writing 
talent.

Liz Lochead, award winning 
novelist James Robertson and 
writer Sophie Cooke held 
sessions in the island hall on 
Sunday. 

Saturday saw novelist 
Margaret Elphinstone, 
poet Kenneth Steven and 
international best selling author 
Alexander McCall Smith take to 
the stage.

Mr McCall Smith told the 
audience he had recently spoken 

to two and a half million people 
at the Calcutta book festival but 
loved the intimacy of a smaller 
audience in Colonsay hall.

Planning for the festival was 
done by an island committee 
headed by Dilly Emslie. She 
told The Oban Times: ‘We were 
thrilled to be able to secure 
writers of the stature of our 
guests this weekend. It far 

event on a small island.
‘The diversity of their writing 

meant that there was a broad 
appeal for local residents 
and visitors. A number of 
people came to Colonsay for 
the festival; other visitors came 
along when they found out it 
coincided with their stay.

‘We have gone from the 
position of wondering if we 
could stage a book festival here 
to already making approaches 
to writers for next year’s event.’
The book event coincided with 

spring festival - a three week 
celebration of the island coming 
back to life after the dark days 
of winter. The spring festival 
sees experts leading a host of 
events from food foraging to 
archaeological walks, spring 

knitting and baking.

PLOCKTON
A CROWD of more than 50 
people enjoyed a talk on the 
life and times of Sir David 
Hamilton, the last Laird of 
Lochalsh, at a recent meeting of 
Plockton Historical Society.

Guest speaker Richard 
Wilberforce delivered the 
talk in Plockton Hall and was 
introduced by Robert Kennedy.

Plockton arts network Lochan 
recentlypresented a play entitled 
‘The Matchmaker’ by Donald 
Smith with John Sheddan, 
Annan Hepburn and Finlay 
Mclean. More than 40 people 
enjoyed the show.

Plockton Hall is on Friday May 

11 when Liz Lochhead will be 
the star attraction with her own 
show.

 Plockton and District 
Community Council’s campaign 
for a deaf services and hearing 
support team to be located in 
Lochalsh has been successful.

Highland Council has agreed 
to use the Airdferry Resource 
Centre, Dornie, with dates in 
May, June, July and August.
Previously people had to travel 
to Portree.

A group of 10 cyclists 
completed a fundraising bike 
ride from Glasgow to Plockton 
to raise money for Broadford 
Hospital and Plockton Small 
Boat Sailing Club.

PORTREE
PORTREE Primary School 
has been shortlisted in the 
Outstanding Sporting Initiative 
or Partnership category of the 
UK TES School Awards.

The school recently organised 
a Sports Relief mile-walk, 

which every pupil entered, and 
also took part in the School 
Cross Country Championships.

They have also been Scottish 
shinty champions three times 
in the last 10 years and national 
indoor champions three times. 
The swimming team has also 
won the Scottish Schools’ 
primary free-style relay 
championships against teams 
from all over Scotland.

Head teacher John Finlayson 
said: ‘Portree Primary School 

a central priority and a central 
part of the education it offers.’

The ceremony takes place 
in London on July 6. Three 
representatives from the school 
will attend.

MORAR Community Council 
(MCC) held its April meeting 
in Lady Lovat Primary School. 
Among the issues discussed 
were:

 Kinsadel toilets - Donnie 
MacDonald said the public 
toilets had not yet been opened 
for the season. 

He also mentioned that there 

MORAR

are no bins available at the 
beach.

 Transerv’s Neil Bruce-
Low met with the chairman 
and secretary in response 
to concerns raised about 
overgrown trees at the lay-bys 
at Riverside and Achnaluin on 
Morar bypass. He will look 
into what the possibilities are in 
removing some of the trees and 
get back to MCC.

 Gala Day – On behalf of 
Morar Community Trust, Tiina 
McVarish asked if MCC would 
be willing to give a donation 
towards starting costs for this 
day. A sum was agreed to help 
with the initial costs.

 Morar Hall – Tiina 
McVarish has spoken with 

implications in demolishing 
the hall. It has been suggested 
the trust raise funds to employ 
a project manager who could 
be brought in to check all the 
legalities involved and ensure 
all the necessary paperwork 
and funding is in place for such 
a task.

 Network Rail has logged 
a request to improve fencing 
along the rail side.

ARGYLL is home to a new 
member of the National 
Tree Collections of Scotland 
(NTCS) – joining the ranks 
of Scone Palace, the Royal 
Botanic Gardens and Kilmun 
Arboretum.

Ardkinglas Woodland Garden 
has signed up to participate in 
the scheme which promotes the 
best possible management of 
tree collections.

Tom Christian, project 

Collections of Scotland 

The garden’s gazebo houses a collection of literaray quotes. 
Photograph by Derek Prescott. 

CAIRNDOW

said: ‘It’s very exciting to be 
welcoming the new sites into 
NTCS, and to be working 
with them, helping to plan 
and plant for the future. By 
uniting the best of Scotland’s 
tree collections under a single 
banner, providing access to 
shared resources, knowledge, 
and fundraising opportunities, 
NTCS is helping to ensure that 
this unique aspect of Scotland’s 
cultural and natural heritage 

future generations.’

Ardkinglas Woodland 
joins tree scheme

Dancers enjoy 
anniversary weekend
THE LOCAL branch of the Royal 
Scottish Country Dance Society 
is celebrating its 30th anniversary 
and the occasion was  marked in 
terpsichorean fashion by enthusiasts 
from throughout the country at 
a weekend of vigorous jigging in 
Bowmore village hall.

Events began with a celebration 
ceilidh in the local hall where 
the dance music was provided 
by the Marian Anderson band 
who accompanied the dancers 
throughout the festivities. 

Inter-dance entertainment was 
provided by a group of popular local 
singers and instrumentalists and 
the programme also featured Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Ìle, under the baton of 
Iseabail Mactaggart.

Saturday morning was devoted 
to learning new dance routines 
with everyone put through their 
paces by tutor Sue Porter with 
bandleader Marion providing the 
accompaniments.

The culmination took the form of 
an anniversary dance where both 
local and visiting enthusiasts took 

another successful weekend for the 
local branch.

Skiff launch
AROUND 200 people from 
throughout the island were in 
festive mood when they met at 
Portnahaven on April 21 for the 
launch of Islay Rowing Club’s  

boatbuilder Jack Glover.  
Following the launch, the 

‘Lily Bheag’, named after the 
boatbuilder’s new grand-daughter, 
took to the water in style and was 
tested by a number of scratch crews.

The accompanying barbecue 
raised more than £800 and this, 
along with the proceeds of other 
fundraising efforts, will go towards 
the cost of the construction of a 
second skiff to keep ‘Lily Bheag’ 
company.

Book festival
SCOTS Makar Liz Lochhead will 
be among the literary luminaries 
appearing at this year’s Islay Book 
Festival which is being held in the 
primary school at Port Ellen in 
September.

Liz is a distinguished poet and 
playwright and among her best 
known stage works is the acclaimed 
play ‘Mary Queen of Scots Got Her 
Head Chopped Off’.

Her poetry output has also 
garnered her various accolades and 
she was appointed the Scots Poet 
Laureate following the death of 

Morgan in 2010.
Sharing the Port Ellen platform 

with the Makar will be a number 
of well known poets, dramatists, 
cookery writers and children’s 
authors. Among them will be 
Catherine Czerkawska, Joan 
Lennon and resident authors Justin 
and Linda Ruthven-Tyres whose 
book ‘Phoenix from the Ashes’ 
charting grit and determination in 
the face of misfortune and loss, is 

currently high on the best seller 
lists.

Among the festival’s main 
sponsors are the MacTaggart Family 
and the Schroder Foundation.

Best Practice day
LOCAL Gaelic tutor Mairead 
Mackechnie, who runs her own 
Gaelic consultancy business ‘Gaelic 
in Islay’, will take part in the 
national ‘Best Practice Day’ which  
the inter-authority Gaelic group 
CLDRG is holding in Glasgow’s 
Pond Hotel on May 26.

This will be open to adult learners 
from the 15 participating authorities 
and Mairead will lead the 
discussion on Progression in Adult 
Learning. This will include her own 
Gaelic targets, now adopted by 11 
local authorities, and information 
on the new assessment materials the 
tutor is developing with Stòrlann, 
the body responsible for Gaelic 
education materials production.

The open day will also provide 
a platform for Mairead’s own 
residential Gaelic weekend due 
to take place in Bowmore in 
September.

Get it right!
THE AMOUNT raised by the local 
RNLI branch fund raisers over the 
past year amounted to £22,007.40 
and not £2,007.40 as stated in the 
last letter.

Apologies to Margaret Hastie and 
her committee for downgrading 
their efforts so severely.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 
Telephone 01496 810 658. 

IT MIGHT only be in its second year, but Killin Komedy 
Festival is already earning a reputation as one of the village’s 
most eagerly anticipated events.

Opening the doors of the McLaren Hall to amateur drama 
groups, stand-ups and anyone else that enjoys raising a laugh or 
two, the non-competitive event is organised to help raise funds 
for the Scottish Communities Drama Association (SCDA).

Held on May 27-28, the aim of the relaxed event is to have 
fun and organiser Lesley Syme, who is also part of SCDA and 
Killin Drama Group, is looking forward to another year of 
laughs.

She said: ‘The SCDA is short of funding and we looked at 
ways of raising money. We love doing comedy and making 
people laugh so we quickly came round to holding a festival.  
Something just for fun. 

‘Last year went so well people said to us, ‘when are you doing 
the next one?’ So here we go again.’

Already groups from across Scotland have signed up for this 
year’s event, with a variety of different styles of comedy on 
show. 

Lesley said: ‘There’s quite a variety. This year we’ve got a 

doing a 20-minute monologue. Because it’s not competitive, 
there are no rules – as long as it’s legal! The only rule is to have 
fun.’

For more information on the festival email Lesley at 
lesleysyme@tiscali.co.uk.

PUPILS at Killin Primary School have been tucking into 
fruit in a big way over the past few weeks, thanks to the local 
Co-operative.

The supermarket chain gave the school a grant of £481.93 to 
help buy fresh fruit three times a week.  

Treats such as apples, bananas, strawberries, grapes and 
even kiwi fruit have been regularly enjoyed by pupils since the 
Valentine’s Day grant.

A school spokesperson said: ‘The fruit gets cut up for the 
pupils and that seems to make it easier to eat. It’s been really 
popular.’

the Scottish Community Drama Association’s One Act Festival 
in Stirling.

The group had to step into the breach at the last minute after 

Centre had to pull out, having failed to secure a licence for its 
production.  

Killin, who had earlier placed third in the Stirling district 

‘Everyone else had four weeks,’ said Killin Drama Group’s 
director Lesley Syme. ‘We had just one and a half weeks to get 
ready.

‘When I heard, I was quickly round the village to track down 
the cast.’

Lesley and her cast, Gordon Hibbert, Glenda Marden and 
Alex Tigwell, took their 45-minute production of Vanessa 

April 26 but despite their efforts and a good performance they 

Milford Haven, Wales.

Killin Primary School gets stuck in to fruit paid for through a 
Co-operative grant.
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Piping at the Highlands 
and Islands Music Festival
THIS competition took place on Saturday 
May 5 in Oban High School.  Iain Mac-
Fadyen and I judged the P/A piobaireachd 
and light music.  As there were not too 
many entrants, this worked out well with 
the piobaireachd in the morning starting 
at 9am, and the March Strathspey and Reel 
after lunch starting at 2pm.  

First on in the piobaireachd was Gordon 
Bruce and he was given Lament for King 
George III to play.  He started off quite well 

high A.  His drones started to drift out about 
half way through the tune and this may have 
unsettled him as he went into the wrong 
variation and stopped. 

Euan MacCrimmon was on next and he 
played Isabel Mackay.  His drones were not 
quite locked in during the performance and 
the overall effect was the tune lacked pace 
throughout. 

 Alasdair Henderson appeared next with 
I got a kiss of the King’s Hand.  This was 
quite nicely played but he had a tendency 

the cadences in the Taorluath variation.  

overall performance. 
Jenny Hazzard was next playing Beloved 

Scotland on a good bagpipe.  One or two 
rushed phrases in the ground and a rather 
jerky Crunluath singling were the main 
points of criticism here.  The overall effect 
of the Crunluath movements was rather 
forced.  

Next was Gordon McCready with The 
Earl of Seaforth’s Salute.  He took a little 
time to settle but this was a steady perform-

William Geddes had an off day and 
stopped early on in The Old Men of the 
Shells.  

Fiona Manson was next with Lament for 
Captain Donald MacKenzie.  This is one of 
John MacKay of Raasay’s tunes and has a 
nice melody.  The ground was very musi-
cally played, as were the variations.  There 
were one or two technical blemishes in the 
Taorluath variation and the Crunluath was 
a little “sticky” at times.  She kept the tune 

Finlay Johnston appeared and was given 
My Dearest on Earth give me your kiss.  
This is a long testing tune and in the main 
Finlay coped with it well on a good bagpipe.  

of his cadences rather smartly in both the 
Taorluath and Crunluath Singlings.  He 

variation.
That concluded the piobaireachd competi-

tion and the results were:  1. Gordon Mc-
Cready 2. Fiona Manson 3. Finlay Johnston 
4. Jenny Hazzard 5. Euan MacCrimmon 

After lunch the light music commenced 
with the players playing a March, Strathspey 
and Reel once over from lists of four tunes 
submitted by them and one of each chosen 
by the judges.  We heard again from the 
eight players who played in the piobaireachd 
contest plus Euan Dewar, Craig Muirhead, 
Peter Hunt and Neil Walker.  

Gordon Bruce had a good, steady, and 
technically sound performance to gain 
1st place closely followed by 2.Gordon 
McCready, 3.Alasdair Henderson 4.Finlay 
Johnston and 5.Jenny Hazzard

I heard on the day that a lot of the players 
in the B and C grades failed to appear. I 
hope that they let the organisers know be-
forehand that they would not be attending.  
There may also be a case for splitting the B 
and C light music into two separate contests 
as was the case in the B and C piobaireachd 
this year.  This would make for a more 
balanced event.  However, praise is due to 
the organisers who have to cope with large 
numbers of juniors and seniors on the day.  
It is never an easy task.  

It was altogether an enjoyable day.

Donald MacPherson
The piping world was saddened to hear 

of the death of Donald MacPherson on 21 
April 2012.  

Donald was a leading player since he 
came to prominence just after WWII until 
he retired from competitive piping in the 
1980s.  He was taught by his father who was 
a pupil of John MacDougall Gillies. Donald 
won the gold medal at The Argyllshire 
Gathering in 1948 playing The Old Men of 
the Shells and the gold medal at The North-
ern Meeting in Inverness in 1954 playing 
The Lament for The Children.  From then 
on he won the Open (Senior) competition 
at The Argyllshire Gathering no fewer than 

a record nine occasions. 
Amidst all of this, Donald was a very 

modest and quiet man and never boasted of 

fellow competitor, and latterly as a friend 
and judge.  As a judge he could sometimes 
be frustrating as he was often reluctant to 
criticise anyone too heavily, and as a conse-
quence it sometimes took longer to produce 
a result!  Such was the kindly nature of the 
man.  

He will be sorely missed in the piping 
world.  

We extend our condolences to his wife 
Gwen and family.

Hugh MacCallum

The Piping Scene    
by Hugh MacCallum

A DELIVERY driver threatened 
work colleagues with a two foot 
long piece of wood after hearing 
someone had taken photos of his 
vehicle believing he was carry-
ing out more than his fair share 
of overtime.

Andrew Scott, 58, has since lost 
his job at the delivery company 
after what his solicitor called an 
‘inexplicable offence’.

Scott, of 7A Knipoch Place, 
Oban, pled guilty to commit-
ting a breach of the peace after 
becoming ‘indignant’, Oban 
Sheriff Court heard.

Crozier.

Driver fined after 
threatening work 
colleagues

AN OBAN man ‘should be 
ashamed’ of himself the town’s 
sheriff court heard last week.

Malcolm Ellis, of Flat 1, 
Craigard Road pled guilty to 
acting in a racially aggravated 
manner by shouting, swearing 
and uttering racist remarks in a 
public house.

Sheriff Paul Crozier said: ‘This 
sort of behaviour is absolutely 
appalling in 21st century Scot-
land. 

‘It cannot be tolerated, you 
should be ashamed of yourself.’ 

Sentence was deferred on the 
41-year-old until May 29 for 
reports.

Oban man made 
racist remarks

Woman arrested 
following incident
A 37 YEAR old woman was 
charged with acting in a disor-
derly manner and breaching the 
peace following an incident at 
Combie Court on Saturday.

She has been reported to the 
Procurator Fiscal.

OBAN’S Sea Cadets are head-

– to the Royal Navy’s premier 
training site in the south of 
England.

The youngsters will travel by 
train, plane and automobile to 
HMS Raleigh in Plymouth for a 
week long training exercise.

The cadets will try their hand 

the assault course. They will 
also take part in an emergency 
response scenario where a sink-
ing ship is simulated and the 
promising sailors have to plug 
the holes.

Formed in 2007, T S Pharos 
have already seen big achieve-
ments in their ranks. Lt (SCC) 
Ewan McCuish RNR said: 

leading cadet in Oban since the 
1960s. 

‘It is the second highest rank 
in the cadets and very hard to 

achieve.’
Jordan Cattanach, 17, who was 

awarded the rank of leading ca-
det said: ‘I’m extremely pleased 
to be awarded this rank, it was 
a challenging course in Rosyth 
Sea Cadet Training Centre.

‘I’m hoping to go to the Royal 
Navy in the next few months 
to be a marine engineer. I’m 
really grateful to Bob Lee who 
is a former instructor and good 
friend for steering me in the 
right direction.’

The cadets recently received a 

Brothers Charitable Trust which 
will be used to cover the cost of 
storage containers in their new 
boating area at Dungallan Park.

T S Pharos are hoping to be 
more visible in the town this 
year taking part in charities day, 
they are not attached to military 
but instead a charity who have 
to raise their own funds.

Jordan Cattanach is Oban’s first leading cadet since the 1960s. 
16_t19cadets02

Oban Sea Cadets prepare for their trip. 16_t19cadets01

Oban Sea Cadets travel to gain 
experience on HMS Raleigh

SCIENTISTS will, from 
Monday, being to pump carbon 
dioxide into the sediment below 
Ardmucknish Bay, Benderloch, 

capture experiment.
Pioneering 

Drilling on the pioneering 
project is now complete and 
most equipment now in place, 
allowing the team of scientists 
being led by Dr Henrik Stahl 
from Dunbeg’s Scottish As-
sociation for Marine Science 
(SAMS) to begin taking 
readings of the bay’s normal 
chemical activity.

Between 80-800 kilos of 
carbon dioxide will then be 
pumped into the sediment bed 
of the bay for each of the ex-
periment’s 30 days from Tralee 

slipway, directly comparable 
with the amount of carbon cre-
ated by 80-800 people exhaling 
each day.

The experiment is drawing 

across the world and could 

for carbon capture and storage 
schemes across the world. 

Japanese scientists 
As such, a team of Japanese 

scientists who are working 
closely with SAMS on the 
project will visit Ardmucknish 

hand the opening stages of the 
experiment.

Dr Stahl said: ‘We’ve been 
working on this project for quite 
some time so we’ve very excited 
to see how it all evolves.

‘We are already starting to 
get useful data because we are 
recording what the environment 
is like now. 

‘We will start the release of 
Carbon on Monday and it is an-
ticipated it will take 10 days for 
the gas to reach the sediment.’

An array of sensors will not 
only detect how much gas 
breaches the sediment, but how 
far it spreads.

Monitoring equipment will 
also allow the team to examine 
what impact, if any, the release 
of the carbon gas will have on 

microbe level.
The team will then spend a 

minimum of 90 days observing 
how quickly the environment 
recovers. 

Japanese scientists working 
closely with SAMS on  
project in Ardmucknish Bay

OBAN High School’s celebratory balloon 
race has been halted – after conservation-
ists informed them of the dangers to nature 
from the debris.

Oban High School had planned a release 
of 2012 balloons from the town’s North Pier 
on May 12 to celebrate 20 years of the link 
to Scotland High School in North Carolina, 
USA. But plans were halted when head 
teacher Peter Bain received an email from 
a concerned marine conservationist telling 
him about the harm balloon releases do to 
wildlife.

Ann Hunt, from the Don’t Let Go Balloon 
Campaign, Marine Conservation Society 
wrote: ‘Balloons have been found ingested 
in endangered turtles, dolphins, whales and 
seabirds. Once ingested, balloons can cause 
enormous suffering to animals and may 
lead to them starving to death.’

Mr Bain told The Oban Times: ‘We 
wouldn’t want to contribute to any marine 

deaths by letting off some balloons as a 
publicity stunt.’

Balloon litter has become such a problem 
that one weekend of beach cleans in 2010 
found 1,481 balloons or balloon pieces on 
just 376 beaches – nine balloons every 
kilometre – but just a fraction of the number 
in the sea.

Deputy head teacher John MacPherson, 
was organising the balloon race. He said: 
‘We are going to have a balloon pop instead 
and do it in a way that is safe for the envi-
ronment. 

‘We’ll be getting an open-sided lorry with 

put in with tickets attached and then burst 
randomly. The last one left will be the win-
ner.’

The school will also be contacting Mrs 
Hunt to invite her to send representatives 
along to help educate pupils on marine 
conservation.

Environmental concerns halts 
planned school balloon race
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Lorn Lines

HIGHLAND DANCING
SCOTTISH AREA FINALS: 
Overall Winner : 
Dunbartonshire & City of Glasgow; 
CHOREOGRAPHED SOLO/DUET
Dawn Fraser School of Dance, Stir-
ling; 
SCOTTISH CHOREOGRAPHY 
CHALLENGE:
Choreographed Set theme :
Tourism in Scotland
Open Age Group:
Overall Winner: Dawn Fraser School, 
Stirling; 
This is Scotland : 12years 
and under: Overall winner: 
G r a nt / Wi l son , K i r r ie mu i r / Fi fe;
Robert Burns: 16 years and under: 
Overall Winner:  Dawn Fraser School, 
Stirling; 
An Important Day or Date in Scottish 
History: 17 years and over: Overall 
Winner: Dawn Fraser School, Stirling.
ACCORDION AND FIDDLE MAS-
TERS: ACCORDION:
1 Lagavullin Distillery Trophy: Gary 
Sutherland, Giffordtown, 
2 Campbell Memorial Trophy: Graeme 
MacKay, Inverness, 
3 Susan McFadyen, West Kilbride; 
FIDDLE:
1 Oban Distillery Trophy: Maggie 
Adamson, Shetland, 
2 Gordon McLachlan Memo-
rial Trophy: Shona MacFadyen, West 
Kilbride, 
3 Lesley Thompson, Cupar.
CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS:
Jimmy Feighan Trophy for best 
performance at Concert of Cham-
pions: Jack Westwell, Edinburgh.
JUNIOR SOLO PIPING , CHANTER 
and DRUMMING COMPETITION: 
Chanter: Under 12 years: 
1 Argyll Print Trophy: Finlay Bennett, 
North Connel, 
2 Patrick McBeth, Connel, 
3 Josh Barbour, Campbeltown; 
Chanter: 12 years and under 14 years: 
1 HIMDF Trophy:  Jamie McKerral, 
Campbeltown, 
2 Harry MacLean, Campbeltown, 
3 Annika Keppie, Loch Awe; 
Most promising Class 21 and 21a: 
Frances Shand Kydd Trophy: Jamie 
McKerral, Campbeltown; 

Highlands and Island Music and Dance Festival 
Results

Benderloch’s Sequence Choir impressed at the concert of champions. 08_t19himdf15

Chanter 12 years and under 14 years: 
1 Christina MacFadyen, Campbel-
town, 
2 Bridget Cox, Glen Lonan, 
3 Megan Stewart-MacDonald, Fort 
William; 
Novice March: Under 13 years: 1 Oban 
Electrical Services Trophy: Alastair 
MacLean, Oban; 
2 Alexander M Anderson, Tobermory, 
3 Scott Paterson, Aros, Isle of Mull; 
The Anthony Campbell Memorial 
Trophy: (Netherlorn Piping Society) 
will be awarded to the highest placed 
Argyll resident player in Class 
22: Alastair MacLean, Oban; 
Ground of a Piobaireachd:  Under 15: 
D Watt & Son Trophy: Liam Donald-
son, Kirriemuir, 
2 Rory MacKenzie, Bishopton, 
3 Stuart O’May, Campbeltown; 
Piobaireachd: 
Under 15 years: 
Pipe Dreams Trophy: 
1 Seamus O’Baoighill, Isle of Skye, 

2 Lucy Ferguson, Dollar, 
3 Sandy Cameron, Roy Bridge; 
March: Under 15 years: 
1The Willie MacCallum Trophy for 
March Playing:  Sandy Cameron, Roy 
Bridge, 
2 Lucy Ferguson, Dollar, 
3 Harry MacLachlan, Aberfeldy; 
Strathspey and Reel: Under 15 years: 
HIMDF Trophy: 
1 Sandy Cameron, Roy Bridge, 
2 Lucy Ferguson, Dollar, 3 Harry 
MacLachlan, Aberfeldy; 
The Billy Kirkham Trophy awarded 
to the player with the highest ag-
gregate in classes 23,24,24a, and 24b: 
Sandy Cameron, Roy Bridge; 
Jig: Under 15 years: 
1 HIMDF Trophy: Sandy Cameron, 
Roy Bridge, 
2 Harry Richards, Dunblane, 
3 Seamus O’Baioghill, Isle of Skye; 
Piobaireachd: 15 years and under 18 
years: 
1 Angus MacAlister Memorial Quaich: 

Iain Crawford, Strathaven, 
2 Christopher Gray, Lockerbie, 3 
Stuart Scott, Crieff; 
March: 15 years and under 18 years: 
1 Ryan MacPhail Memorial Trophy:  
Christopher Gray, Lockerbie, 
2 Iain Crawford, Strathaven, 

and Reel: 
15 years and under 18 years: 
1 Chris Crowe Trophy: Christopher 
Gray, Lockerbie, 

3 Iain Crawford, Strathaven; 
Hornpipe & Jig: 
15 years and under 18 years: 1 Bill 
Crowe Trophy: Iain Crawford, 
Strathaven, 
2 Christopher Gray, Lockerbie, 
3 Ciaran Sinclair, Saltcoats; 
The Allan Macinnes Memorial Trophy 
will be awarded to the player with the 
most aggregate points in Classes 25, 
26, 26A and 26B: Christopher Gray, 

Lockerbie; 
SENIOR PIPING:  
Piobaireachd Grade A & P Open: 
1 Cooper Salver: Gordon McCready, 
Paisley, 
2 Dugald MacColl Memorial Trophy: 
Fiona Manson, Glasgow, 
3 Finlay Johnston, Glasgow;
Piobaireachd Grade B Open: 
1 Royal Bank of Scotland Trophy:  
Neil Walker, Stirling,  
2 Walter Drysdale Trophy:  Sarah 
Muir, Campbeltown, 
3 Peter Hunt, Stevenston; 
Piobaireachd Grade C Open: 1Ronald 
Lawrie Memorial Trophy: Connor 
Sinclair, Crieff, 
2  Steven Gray, Lockerbie, 
3 James Rosie, Fort William; 
March Strathspey & 
Reel Grade A & P Open
Reid Family Trophy: 
1 Gordon Bruce, Kilwinning, 
2 Gordon McCready, Paisley, 
3 Alasdair Henderson, Glasgow;  

March, Strathspey & Reel Grade B 
and C Open: 
1 Riona T Macinnes Trophy:  Sarah 
Muir, Campbeltown,  
2 Fusion Marine Trophy: Craig Suther-
land, Crieff, 
3 Angus J. MacColl, Benderloch.
SINGING:
Vocal Duet(Primary): 
1 HIMDF Trophy: Amelia MacTaggart 
& Kate MacPherson, Benderloch, 
2 Katherine Harris & Lauren Mac-
Donald, Benderloch; 
Scots Song – Primary: 
1 Karyn Black, Benderloch, 2 Amelia 
MacTaggart, North Connel, 3  Kather-
ine Harris, Benderloch; 
Vocal Solo Girls P4 and P5: 
1 R T Macinnes Trophy: Amelia 
MacTaggart, North Connel, 2  Molly 
Gregory - Beard, Strath of Appin 
Primary, 3 Maria Clark, Oban; 
Vocal Solo: Girls P6 and P7: 
1 Frances Shand Kydd Trophy: 
Katherine Harris, Benderloch, 
2 Samantha Parkinson, Oban, 3 
Kate McPherson, Benderloch;
Classical Song All Primary: 1 HIMDF 
Trophy:  Katherine Harris, Bender-
loch, 2 Kate McPherson, Benderloch, 
3 Eilidh Munro, Benderloch; 
Song from the Shows: Primary – Own 
Choice: 
1 Berni McMillan Trophy: 
Katherine Harris, Benderloch, 
2 Samantha Parkinson, Oban, 
3 Rachel MacGregor, Connel; 
Scots Song (S1 and S2): 
1 Margaret Farmer Trophy:  Eilidh 
Jenkins, Glasgow, 2 Emma Baird, 
Taynuilt, 3 Magnus Westwell, Edin-
burgh; 
Scots Song S3+: 
1 HIMDF Trophy: Aimie Mac-
Donald, Appin, 2 Amy Hoey, Oban
3 Amy Boyce, Taynuilt; 
Classical Song S1 and S2: 
Iona Shop Trophy: 
Emma Baird, Taynuilt; 
Classical Song S3+: 
1 HIMDF Trophy: Danielle Law, 
Glenrothes, 2 Aimie MacDonald, 
Appin, 3 Fiona Cupples, Mid Argyll; 
Songs from the Shows:  
Secondary 1 and 2: 1 Frances Grant 
Trophy:  Emma Baird, Taynuilt, 2 
Magnus Westwell, Edinburgh, 3 
Charlotte Lawson, Easdale; 
Songs from the Shows S3+: 1 MacKin-

non Family Trophy: Lindsay Johnson, 
Ford, 2 Malcolm Clark, Oban, 3 Amy 
Hoey, Oban; 
Vocal Duets: Secondary: 
1 Mary Pollock Trophy: 1 Lindsay 
Johnson & Nicola Way, Mid Argyll, 
2 Fiona Cupples & Hollie McGregor, 
Mid Argyll, 3 Amy Hoey & Lora 
MacLeod, Benderloch; 
Primary Folk Singing: 
1 NABO Trophy:  Dunbeg Primary, 2 
Barcaldine Primary; 
Folk Singing Solo: Open: 
1 Gaelic choir Trophy: Eilidh Munro, 
Bishopbriggs, 2 Pauline Carson, Oban, 
3 Shona Keith, Lochgair;  
Ensemble:  Open: 
1 HIMDF Trophy: Purely Purple, 2 
Blue Belles, Benderloch; 
Scots Song:  Open: 
1 Argyll Oils Trophy: 
Shona Keith, Lochgair, 
2 Eilidh Munro, Bishopbriggs, 3 Eilidh 
Jenkins, Glasgow; 
Songs from the Shows: Open: 
1The Highlands Restaurant Trophy: 
Shona Keith, Lochgair, 2 Alison Mc-
Ginty, Ardrishaig, 3 Pauline Carson, 
Oban; 
Classical Song: Open: 
1 HIMDF Trophy: Shona Keith, Loch-
gair, 2 Alison McGinty, Ardrishaig, 3 
Eilidh Munro, Bishopbriggs; 
Anne MacDougall Memorial Trophy 
(Highest Aggregate in Class 84 and 
85): Shona Keith. 
RECORDER:
Primary Recorder Groups: 
1 Agnes Connelly Trophy: Dunbeg 
Primary, 2 Kilmore & Oban Church, 

3 Taynuilt Primary; 
Recorder Group (Open):1 Kilmore & 
Oban Church, 2 Taynuilt Recorder 
Group; 
Recorder Solo (Open): 1 Chelsea 
McNab, Kilmore & Oban Church 
Recorders, 2 Catherine Ravenhill, 
Kilmore & Oban Church Recorders; 
Folk Singing Group: 
1 N A B O Trophy: Dunbeg Primary 
School, 2 Barcaldine Primary School; 
Primary Choirs(Accompanied): 
1 Sinclair Trophy: Barcaldine Primary 
School, 2 Taynuilt Primary choiur, 
3 Strath of Appin Primary School.
JUNIOR ACCORDION:
12 years and under 16 years: March 
Strathspey and Reel: Traditional 
Scottish: 
1 Iona Shop Trophy: Adin Graham, 
Windygates, 2 Alex Stewart, Stanley, 
3 Cameron Bennett, North Connel; 
12 years and under 16 years: Gaelic 
Waltzes: Traditional Scottish: 
1 Iain McPhail Trophy: 
Finlay Sinclair, Kilmore, 2 Ruairidh 
Gollan, Edderton, 3 Liam Stewart, 
Fort William; 
12 years and under 16 years: March 
Strathspey and Reel (Pipe): 
1 Oban Accordion Club Trophy: Alex 
Stewart, Stanley, 2 Finlay Sinclair, 
Kilmore, 3 Cameron Bennett, North 
Connel; 
The Duncan Campbell Trophy will be 
awarded at the judge’s discretion to the 
most promising competitor in Classes 
31B, and 33: Cameron Bennett;  
John Allan Memorial Trophy will be 
awarded for the highest aggregate in 

Classes 31B,and 33: Finlay Sinclair, Kilmore; 
SENIOR ACCORDION:  
March Strathspey and Reel: Traditional Open: 
Button Key Accordion: 1 Graeme MacKay, 
Inverness; 
March Strathspey and Reel: Traditional Open: 
1 Mcintee Family Trophy: Susan MacFadyen, 
West Kilbride;  2 Iain Stewart, Muir-of- Ord ; 
Aggregate for 34b and 35b: 
Jimmy Shand Scotrail Trophy: 
Susan MacFadyen; 
March Strathspey and Reel: Open: Button Key 
Accordion: 1 Graeme MacKay, Inverness, 2 
Michael Iain MacLeod, Inverlochy, 3 John Weaks, 
Glasgow;  
Mr and Mrs H Macinnes Trophy (Highest Aggregate 
in Class 34a & 35a): Graeme MacKay, Inverness; 
Gaelic Waltzes: Traditional Open: 
1 Iain McPhail Trophy:  Iain Stewart, Muir-
of-Ord, 2 Graeme MacKay, Inverness, 
3 Susan MacFadyen, West Kilbride; 
March Strathspey and Reel (Pipe): Open: 
1 Neil Sinclair Trophy: Graeme MacKay, 
Inverness, 2  Iain Stewart, Muir-of-Ord, 3 Susan 
MacFadyen, West Kilbride; 
Own Composition (Accordion or Fiddle): Open: 
1 Angus & Ella MacFadyen Memorial Trophy: 1 
Magnus Westwell, Edinburgh, 2  Jack Westwell,  
Edinburgh, 3 Philip Westwell, Edinburgh;  
Traditional Scottish Group/Band: 
1 HIMDF Trophy: Susan MacFadyen, 2 Graeme 
MacKay.
CLARSACH:
Beginners: 
1 Campbell Family Trophy: Eilidh Jenkins, Glasgow, 
2 Jessica Swan,  Oban,  3 Samantha Parkinson, Oban; 
Intermediate: 
1 Oban Gaelic Drama Trophy: Anna Westwell, 
Edinburgh,  2 Mairead MacLennan, Renfrew; 
Advanced:
1 Russell Quaich: Rebecca Hill, Oban, 2 Catriona 
Clark, Castle Douglas; 
Solo Singing with self accompaniment: 
Clarsach Society Trophy: Anna Westwell, 
Edinburgh; Recital of Scottish/Gaelic Music:  1 
Rebecca Hill, Connel; 
Non-traditional: 
1 HIMDF Trophy: Catriona Clark, Castle Douglas, 2 
Rebecca Hill, Connel, 3 Anna Westwell, Edinburgh. 
FIDDLE:
Under 12 years: Slow Air and March: Traditional 
Scottish: 
1 Oban Strathspey and Reel Society Trophy: 
Finlay Bennett, North Connel, 2 Anna Westwell, 
Edinburgh, 3= Ross McLeish, Oban, and Kirsten 
Macleod, Stornoway;  
Frances Shand Kydd Trophy for most promis-
ing competitor in Class 41: Kirsten MacLeod, 
Stornoway;
12 years and under 16 years: March, Strathspey & 
Reel (Traditional):
1 Oban Accordion & Fiddle Club 
Trophy: George Davidson, Tarves,
2 Hannah MacRae, Fort William, 3 Stuart David-
son, Tarves; 
12 years and under 16 years:  Slow Air (Tradi-
tional): 
1 McLachlan Trophy: George Davidson, Tarves, 
2 Hannah MacRae, Fort William, 3 Magnus 
Westwell, Edinburgh;  
March Strathspey and Reel: Traditional Scottish 
Open: 
1 Calum MacPhail Trophy: George Davidson, 
Tarves, 2 Anne Nicol, Inverurie, 3 Shona MacFa-
dyen, West Kilbride; 
Slow Air: Traditional Scottish Open: 
1 Christine MacKenzie Trophy: Shona MacFa-
dyen, 2 Anne Nicol, 3 George Davidson.
LADY FERMOY PIANO COMPETITION:
Pianoforte Solo (Pre-Grade 1 Standard): 
1 Caroline Boyle Trophy: Laura McClymont, 
Oban, 2 Flora Ennis, Glasgow; 
Pianoforte Solo (Grade 1): 
1 Sileas Sinclair Trophy: Katie Ramsay, Peter-
head; 
Pianoforte Solo (Grade 2):
Neil Sinclair Trophy: Jordan Ramsay, Peterhead, 2 
Magnus Westwell, 3 Rachel MacGregor, Connel;  
Pianoforte Duet (Grade 1 or 2 Standard): 
1 McLellan Trophy: Jordan 
& Katie Ramsay, Peterhead, 
2  Flora Ennis & Jennie Duncan, Glasgow; 
Pianoforte Solo (Scottish Music): 1 Magnus West-
well, Edinburgh, 2 Jennie Duncan, Edinburgh;
Pianoforte Solo (Grade 3): 
1 Sheila Sinclair Trophy: Paul 
Mathers, Leven, 2 Marnie Clark, 
Castle Douglas, 3 Morgan Chalmers, Perth;
(Grade 4): 
1 Peter & Peggy Sinclair Memorial Plate: Anna 

Bach Solo: Jack Westwell, Edinburgh; 
Classical Solo: 
1 Bryce Stewart Trophy: Jack Westwell, Edinburgh, 
2= Kirsty Campbell, Oban and Lena Kuishita, Oban
Ragtime and Blues: Jack Westwell, Edinburgh; 
Romantic Period: 
1 Margaret Burns Trophy:  Jack Westwell, Edin-
burgh, 2 Tatiana-Alexandra Todorova, Glasgow; 
Modern: Jack Westwell, Edinburgh
The Lady Fermoy Trophy for the most meritorious 
performance overall in the piano competitions:  
Jack Westwell, Edinburgh

WOODWIND AND BRASS: 
Woodwind : Primary Elementary: Less than 1 
year’s experience: 1Katie Houston, Taynuilt, 2 
Rowan Chisolm, Taynuilt; 
Woodwind: Primary Open: 1 Katie Ramsay, 
Peterhead, 2 Eliza Cox, Taynuilt; Woodwind Duet: 
1 Eliza Cox & Katie Houston, Taynuilt; 
Junior Woodwind (Sec. Year 1): 
1 Bridget Cox, Taynuilt
Woodwind: Intermediate: Secondary years 2 & 3: 
1 Chelsea McNab, Oban, 2 Calum Munro, Bishop-
briggs, 3 Caitlin Taylor, Taynuilt; 
Woodwind Senior Secondary years 4, 5 & 6: 
1 Kirsty Campbell, Oban, 2 Briony Kincaid, Oban, 
3 Kirsty Thompson, Dalmally;  
Secondary Ensemble: 
1 Oban High School Flute Choir
2 Campbeltown Brass Junior Quartet, 
3 Oban High School Clarinet Choir; 
Secondary Woodwind Duet: 
1 Emily Scott & Briony Kincaid, 
2 Caitlin Taylor & Chelsea McNab,  
3 Kirsty Thompson & Lorna Young; 
Brass:  
Primary Elementary Less than 1 year’s experience:
1 Matthew Houston, Taynuilt,  
Brass – Open: 1 Amy Paterson, Campbeltown, 
2 Archie McVicar, Campbeltown, 3 Suen Yee 
Walker, Campbeltown; 
Brass Duet (Primary): 1 Lucy Kerr & Rhona 
Omay, Campbeltown;  
Junior Brass (Sec. Year 1): 1 Magnus Westwell, 
Edinburgh, 2 Iona MacVicar, Campbeltown, 3 
Kirsten Souter, Campbeltown;  
Brass – Intermediate: Secondary years 2 & 3:
Tanya MacDonald, Campbeltown; 
Secondary Brass Duet: 1 Archie McVicar 
& Iona McVicar, Campbeltown, 2 Anna 
Westwell & Magnus Westwell, Edinburgh;
DRUMMING:
Stick & Pad(14 years and under): 
1 Oban Music Trophy:Kyle MacLeod, Northbay, 
Isle of Barra, 2 Cameron MacLeod, Northbay, Isle 
of Barra, 3 Nathan MacArthur, Castlebay, Isle of 
Barra
March (4 part) (14 years and under): 
1 Royal Bank of Scotland Trophy:  Andrew Wat-
son, 2 Ryan Hawke, Rothesay, 3 Zander Varney, 
Rothesay; 
6/8 March (14 years and under): 
1 Netherlorn Shield : Alexandra Mundy, 
Rothesay, 2  Zander Varney, Rothesay, 
3 Ryan Hawke, Rothesay; 
Hornpipe & Jig (15 and under 18 years): 
1 United Auctions Trophy: Amy Underwood, 
Stronmilchan, 2 Blair MacDonald, Oban, 3 Ewan 
Fyfe, Inveraray;  
March, Strathspey & Reel (15 & under 18 years): 
1 Adam MacCracken Trophy: Mark Leishman, 
Campbeltown, 2 Blair MacDonald, Oban, 3 Amy 
Underwood, Stronmilchan.

Campbeltown Brass Junior Quartet performed in Corran 
Esplanade Church. 08_t19himdf12

The choreography competition in the Corran Halls attracted a good crowd. 08_t19himdf14

Accordion and Fiddle Masters Gary Sutherland, 
Giffordtown, and Maggie Adamson, Shetland. 

Photograph by Kevin McGlynn.
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YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. 

Names and postal addresses must be supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.
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Across
7 That'll do nicely! (4,3,6)
8 Designer of music (8)
9 Cat calls (4)
10 Bendy (7)
12 Irate (5)
14 Didn't smell too good! (5)
16 Balcony (7)
19 Minted object (4)
20 Anagram maybe? (8)
22 Direction opposite wsw (4,9)

Down
1 Kind of chop (4)
2 Bliss (6)
3 Horrible (7)
4 Desolate (5)
5 Insight (6)
6 Americas (3,5)
11 Seashore (8)
13 Cache (7)
15 Four score plus ten (6)
17 Small computer program (6)
18 Faint (5)
21 ___ line (major axis of an elliptical orbit) 

(4)

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

CROSSWORD

Times Diary

Peter Darling of Oban submitted this week’s flashback photograph which shows cadets/adults from Oban High School Air Training 
Corps (2521 Squadron) at summer camp at RAF Coningsby in 1975. Left to right: Squadron Leader Bill Coutts, Cadet Sergeant Mark 

De’ath, Keith Hendry, Alan Cathro, Cadet Corporal Hamish Constable, Peter Darling, Ernie MacInnes, Steven Mackie, Robert Galbraith, 
Douglas Coutts, Dunbar Henderson, Cadet Corporal Donald MacNaughton, Willie MacKillop, Ian McGill and Pilot Officer Donald 

MacDougall. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or 
emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a 

stamped addressed envelope.

Oban High School Air Training 
Corps at summer camp - 1975

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

SUARACH, a-rithist, cho mòr ’s a 
nochd gus bhòtadh aig na taghaidhean 
air an t-seachdain seo chaidh.  Tha 
luchd-naidheachd is poilitigs a’ bleith an 
teangannan agus gan cur fhèin air bhoil 
a’ feuchainn ri obrachadh a-mach carson 
a tha cho beag ùidh aig daoine ann a bhith 
a’ dèanamh taghadh air cò thèid gan 
riochdachadh air comhairle neo ann am 
pàrlamaid.

Tha an suidheachadh iongantach oir 
saoilidh mi fhìn gur e glè bheag de 
dhaoine aig nach eil beachdan, agus 
beachdan gu math làidir cuideachd, air an 
dà chuid ìre agus èifeachdas sheirbheisean 
poblach agus mar a tha an dùthaich air a 
ruith. Their cuid gum bheil an sluagh air 
fàs searbh mu phoilitigs ri linn mar a bha 
cuid de na riochdairean gan giùlan fhèin 
agus mar a bha iad a’ dèanamh dìmeas 
air sochairean agus le foill dearbhte air 
cuid aca. Ach ma tha sin air sgreamh a 
chur air daoine, agus gun teagamh tha air 
cuid, nach saoiliste gur ann a bhiodh sin 
gam brosnachadh gus a dhol a bhòtadh 
dha riochdaire ùr a dhèanadh dleastanas 
gu h-onarach. Tha e air leth draghail gum 

bheil mòr-chuid de shluagh na dùthcha 
deònach an cumhachd fhàgail aig a’ 
bheagan taghadh a dhèanamh air cò aige 
bhios cumhachd riaghlaidh agus dè an 
seòrsa feallsanachd a bhios a’ stiùireadh 
chùisean.  

An e trioblaid poilitigs a-mhàin a tha 
an seo neo am bheil an aon seòrsa leisge 
ri fhaicinn ann an suidheachaidhean 
eile? Saoilidh mi gum bheil agus chan eil 
saoghal na Gàidhlig fhèin falamh dheth 
a bharrachd! Air a’ chola-deug a chaidh, 
tha dà thachartas ciùil sònraichte air àite a 
ghabhail aig taigh-cluiche Eden Court ann 
an Inbhir Nis. 

Anns a’ chiad fhear dhiubh sin chualas 
cuid de Chaimbeulaich a’ Ghrìoba le 
taghadh den cuid ciùil agus abair gun robh 
sin math! 

Beagan is seachdain an dèidh sin chuir, 
mar is àbhaist, a’ chuirm bhliadhnail aig 
Comunn Gàidhlig Inbhir Nis feadhainn de 
shàr sheinneadairean Gàidhlig agus luchd-
ciùil air an àrd-ùrlar. Ach a dh’aindeoin 
na thathas a’ dèanamh gus suidheachadh 
na Gàidhlig a leasachadh agus a cultar 
fhoillseachadh, cha robh an taigh-cluiche 

faisg air a bhith làn oidhche seach oidhche. 
Prìomh bhaile na Gàidhealtachd! Cànan 
is dualchas dùthchail! Agus cha toir na 
Gàidheil fhèin taic dha luchd-ealain a tha 
cho comasach ri gin air an t-saoghal agus 
a tha air cliù eadar-nàiseanta a chosnadh! 
Mo nàire!

IT IS profoundly worrying that the 
majority of UK voters appear content to 
leave the appointment of local authority 
and parliamentary representatives to a 
minority. 

Everyone is affected by public service 
provision and taxation, but astonishingly 
substantially more than half the population 

This malaise is not unique to politics! 
On two occasions in the past fortnight 
Inverness’s Eden Court Theatre staged 
outstanding Gaelic music events but 

the Theatre either time to support world 
class musicians! Shame!
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)   
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

New ‘Nissen’ hut 
for Dunbeg
Sir,
I can only imagine your readers 
have not failed to notice the large 
grey ‘Nissen hut’ like structure 
that is rapidly growing next 
to the current SAMS site at 
Dunbeg.

What happened to the 
sympathetic low rise ‘shielded 
by trees’ artist’s impression 
we were treated to back at pre 
planning stage?

three proposed phases on this 
site. What a treat for the passing 
tourist!

In this week of local council 
elections I failed to hear any 
raised voices of concern over 
this seemingly retro design 
direction but after all was it not 
the same councilors who heaped 
praise on the new development 
and what it was to bring to the 
local comunity.

Anyway in keeping with its 
war time traditions, Dunbeg has 
a splendid new ‘nissen’ hut.
Kay McDonald, Dunbeg.

Mull Music Festival 
leaves wrong 
impression
Sir,
I wholeheartedly support the 
views of D Stevenson in last 
week’s Oban Times regarding 
the Mull Music Festival. 

My husband and I have been 
visiting Mull at last twice a 
year for the last 20 years but 
have never previously had the 
misfortune to be in Tobermory 
for the ‘Festival’. 

We drove into Tobermory 
at 7.30pm on the Saturday 

full of people staggering about 
with vast carryouts of lager. 

siege with customers eating 
on the street and dropping the 
wrappers on the road and saw 
the most unbecoming sight of 

a woman lifting up her sweater 

Chinese restaurant. 
Is this the sort of tourism you 

want in Argyll? Maybe it brings 
money in, though I wonder just 

many people were camping or 
parked on the Ledaig Pier and 
buying their own booze rather 
than paying pub prices. Is it 
worth alienating the tourists who 
have more money to spend, such 
as those on the cruise ship that 
was moored at the pier? I dread 
to think what impression of Mull 
they will have taken home. We 
certainly couldn’t leave quickly 
enough, but then residents like 
Mr Stevenson don’t have that 
option.

I have worked with people 
in Mediterranean resorts who 
destroyed their local cultures 
and ultimately their economies 
by chasing British mass 

degraded by a clientele who 
were only interested in getting 
drunk as cheaply as possible. 
And that’s what you’ve got at 
the Mull Music Festival. Forget 
the music; for too many people 
it’s just an excuse to drink 
themselves silly.  

It won’t put me off visiting 
Mull in future - I’ll just make 
sure to avoid these dates - but 
it could cause untold damage to 
tourism in the long run.
Anne Burns, ***Checking 
address.

Great boost for 
island
Sir,
I write in response to last week’s 
letter from D Stevenson.

The Mull Music Festival 
brings hundreds of thousands 
of pounds to the Mull economy, 
increasing revenue for bars, 
accommodation providers, 
ferries and shops, not only 
boosting much needed visitor 
numbers but also showcasing 
the traditional music talent on 
the island.  

Many of the people who attend 

the Mull Music Festival return 
with their families at other times 
of the year, boosting trade and 
creating employment.  

The bars D Stevenson suggests 
should have limited trading 
hours are the ones funding this 
event and ensuring it grows year 
on year, enhancing the economy 
and increasing the quality of life 
on the island for residents.  

Cruise ships are also a massive 
boost to Tobermory, however, 
why would we ever limit our 
audience? All visitors to the 
island must be embraced and 
encouraged. 

D Stevenson suggests removing 
all campervans from the car 
park. Is he/she looking to drive 
them further up the town into 
a more residential area or just 
stop them coming altogether? 
I feel either option is idiotic. 
Having accommodation close to 
the venues is surely not only the 
safest way but also the quietest.  
I feel local councillors have the 
right idea in ignoring you on this 
matter as you have no interest 
in the future on Tobermory and 
Mull and only an interest in your 
own comfort and wellbeing, and 
you are clearly in a minority. 
Neil Morrison, Mull. 

Stay off the roads
Sir,
As a motorist and cyclist I have 
to say that, unlike Mr A Rodger, 
I have no problem safely passing 
cyclists on the A85 or on any 
other single carriageway. 

A little patience, good 
judgement of speed, distance 

I believe most motorists possess 
these skills. Should anyone be 
forced to ‘brush’ past a cyclist, 
as Mr Rodger puts it, then that 
motorist is clearly not in control 
of the situation. May I suggest 
that if Mr Rodgers belongs in 
this category, he should stay 
off the roads for the sake of 
everyone else. After all, it’s only 
common sense.

referring to the weather makes 

me think he doesn’t get out 
very often. Let’s hope that is the 
case.
Robert McCall, Macrihanish.

Get on your bike
Sir
If A Rodger’s driving talents 
are so limited as to cause him 
to pen a rant to his local paper 
about cyclists lawfully using 
the highway, maybe he should 
consider an alternative form of 
transport. 

May I recommend cycling? Its 

documented and, speaking as 
an experienced road cyclist, I 

the majority of vehicle drivers 
with whom he will be sharing 
the road are more tolerant and 
capable than he.
F Wells, Oban.

The real menace
on the A85
Sir,
Yet again, almost with tedious 
repetition, a letter has appeared 
in a local newspaper with the 
words ‘cyclist’ and ‘menace’ in 
the headline. 

The author in this case is Mr 
Rodgers who is frustrated he 
has to manoeuvre around bike 
riders whilst he is driving on 
the A85. He goes on to state that 
drivers ‘brush’ these people with 
their cars and/or drive  into the 
face of those approaching from 
the other direction to overtake 
these bicycle riders. 

Most drivers in fact have the 
skills needed to carry out an 
overtake without connecting 
with the slower person on 
the bike or causing danger to 

I can only assume from his 
letter, Mr Rodgers is unable to 
manage this simple manoeuvre 
without colliding with the bike 
riders and creating danger for 
other road users. 

Perhaps it is Mr Rodgers that is 
the real menace of the A85.
Kev W, Nevis Cycles, Oban.

This picture was sent to Diary by John Gosling from 
Barcaldine. He took it on the morning of the election and 

asks: ‘Do you think it is an omen from on high or is it a couple 
of airline pilots doing their bit for the SNP?’

WITH all the good weather we’ve been having recently, it’s 
easy to understand how it can go to some people’s heads.

However, even taking account of the blue skies, it was 

the A85 near Dunbeg on Saturday, which exclaimed ‘Sun for 
four weeks’. 

Sadly, the author of the sign does not possess incredible 
meteorological skills and cannot see into the future. Instead, 
the message was intended to warn of a month of roadworks on 
the A83.

New traditional 
musicians
AN EVENING of Scottish 
Music: New Works is how the 
recent concert by third year 
students of the BA Scottish 
Music course at the Royal 
Conservatoire was advertised 
and it certainly lived up to its 
title.  

A total of 21 students took 
part to perform the works of 

with a full range of instru-
ments being showcased.  

There is the chance to hear 
the students again when, 
together with the musical 
director of their course Phil 
Cunningham, they stage a 
concert in St Andrew’s in the 
Square on Friday May18. 

Glasgow Islay 
Association
AS PART of its continuing 
150th birthday celebrations, 
Glasgow Islay Associaton are 
reminding readers that they 
are looking for entries to two 

postcard and the other for a 
bagpipe tune.  

The postcard competition 
will be divided into two, one 
being for children up to the 
age of 12 and the other for 
seniors. First prize for both 
will be £50 and for second 
prize £25 and while the entries 
must depict Islay drawings, 
cartoons or photographs will 
be acceptable. The winners 
will be announced at the 
Gathering on Islay on July 28.  
Entries should be submitted 
to Liz Campbell, 7 Loanhead 
Avenue, Linwood, PA3 3QP 
by June 1. The pipe tune will 
be a 6/8 March which will 
be premiered at the above 
Gathering and the prize will 

entries, which should be 
forwarded to James MacLean, 
1, Alwyn Avenue, Houston, 
Renfrewshire, PA6 7LH, is 1st 
June 1.  

On Friday September 7, the 
City of Glasgow is hosting a 
civic reception to honour the 
achievement of the association 
and since numbers are limited 
it is intended to hold a ballot.  
Association members who 
wish to attend should submit 
their name and address to Liz 
Campbell at the above address 
by June 1.    

New Gaelic song
AN COMUNN Gaidhealach 
is inviting entries for the 
composition of a new Gaelic 

Entry forms are available 
on www.ancomunn.co.uk, by 
phoning 01851 703487 or at 
marina@ancomunn.co.uk.

Community
classes
THE NEXT meeting of 
Cofaidh is Ceardan will be 
held in Cushion and Cake, Old 
Dumbarton Road, on Wednes-
day May 16 from 7-9pm when 
the subject will be ‘printwork’. 
Potential participants must 
register beforehand for this 
class on0141 339 2022. 

On Tuesday May 22 
Alasdair Whyte will be in 
charge of the singing class 
which will concentrate on the 
‘Songs of Mull’ at An Leanag, 

7-9pm. No pre-registration 
required.

Gaelic workshops
COMMUNITY Learning 
and Review Group is holding 
a day of workshops in Jury’s 
Hotel, 80 Jamaica Street, 
Glasgow, when there will be 
an opportunity for profession-
als working in community 
learning and development to 
meet Gaelic speakers, adult 
learners and representatives 
from voluntary organisations 
to discuss issues of common 
interest relating to Gaelic 
education.  

The event, from 10am to 
4pm is free, including lunch.  
Applications should be 
received by tomorrow (Friday) 
by telephone to Annette 
Biggar, 01294 833173, or by e-
mail abiggar@north-ayrshire.
gov.uk

Fintry festival 
STARTING on Friday May 
18, Fintry Music Festival will 
take place for three nights in 
Fintry Sports Club.  

Gourock Highland 
Games
THE GAMES will take place 
in Gourock Park on Sunday 
May 13 from noon with the 
march past at 4pm.  

Fifty pipe bands took part 
last year and it is envisaged 
a similar number will be 
there this year and, as in the 
past few years, the West of 
Scotland Highland Dancing 
Championships will take place  
throughout the afternoon.

Diary dates 
Thursday May 10: Glasgow 
Sutherland Association 
AGM, Buff’s Club, 937 
Dumbarton Road, 7.30pm.  
Live at the Star, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm, Duncan 
McCrone Band.
Saturday May 12: Paisley 
and District Highlander’s 
Association Ceilidh Dance, 
Elderslie Village Hall, 7.30pm.
Sunday May 13: Accoustic 
Affair, City Halls, 8pm, 
Outside Trail. Gourock 
Highland Games-see above.
Tuesday May 15: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association 
AGM, Partick Burgh Halls, 
7.30pm.
Wednesday May 16: Gaelic 
Quiz, Park Bar, 7.30pm.
Thursday May 17: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, The Handsome 
Family.
Friday May 18: Phil 
Cunninham Showcase, St 
Andrew’s in the Square-see 
above. Fintry Music Festival 
2012 - see above.
Saturday May 19: High-
lander’s Club, Partick Burgh 
Hall, 8pm, Donnie and Diane 
Band, Clann Gaidhlig Ceilidh 
Dance, Community Centre, 
Bishopton, 7.30pm.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Islay Inn this 
weekend will be provided by 
Parting Glass on Friday and 
Crooked Reel on Saturday 
while in the Park Bar it will be 
Nicky McMichan on Friday, 
Monach Isles on Saturday 
and Willie Cameron/ Martin 
Pottinger on Sunday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

SPARE a thought for the poor telesales person selling conserva-
tories who phoned a mean minded reader this week.

‘Wow,’ responded the recipient of the call, ‘I’d be really inter-
ested. What’s your best package?’

The cold-caller listed through each of the options, double glaz-

it all, I’ve always wanted the best, regardless of price,’ continued 
our reader.

The price was quoted and enthusiastically received by our 
correspondent.  

‘Excellent, now, if you can give me your address I can arrange 

‘No problem, my address is Flat 3/2...’

ASSISTANTS at a marine life centre were showing a party of 
school children around the various live and hands-on exhibits  
that make these centres so popular.

One assistant asked if any of the children had pets. There were 
the usual collection of dogs and cats, rabbits and guinea pigs, and 

Somewhat surprised, the assistant asked if the boy was sure it 

She asked: ‘How can you tell.?’ 
‘‘Cos’ when I lift him out of the tank he wags his tail,’ came 

the prompt reply.

You can send your wee funny stories, 
humourous happenings 

or quirky looks at real life to 
The Diary, PO Box 1, Oban  

or email direct to 
editor@obantimes.co.uk

LOCAL elections in both Highland and Argyll and Bute council 
areas have resulted in an alliance of political parties to gain 
overall control.

While some elected independent councillors can rightly claim 
that the majority of voters put them into local politics to ensure 
that the ‘tow the party line’ structure didn’t affect how local 
councils are run, perhaps the coalition structure, the need to 
work together for a common aim, is exactly what this strange 
mixture of ‘political bedfellows’ require to keep them in check.

What will also prove interesting will be if the direct SNP link 
which now is in place between local and Scottish Government 
can circumnavigate the problems of the councils they replace.

Council alliances could 
be good for the electorate
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Local
Producers
Market

Thursday 17th May
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO

Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

Thursday 10th May > Ceilidh Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 9pm-till late
Thursday 10th May > Disco
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 11pm-2am
Saturday 12th May> Nightclub with DJs
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 11pm-2am, £5 entry
Friday 11th May > Crooked Reel
Markie Dans
Saturday 12th May > Brass Monkeys  
Markie Dans
Friday 18th May > Disco with DJ Stevo  
Markie Dans

Friday 11th May > Nightclub with DJ Irish Al.
Fort William Skipinnish Ceilidh House Beat the Clock

Saturday 12th May> Nightclub 10pm till 2am
Fort William Skipinnish Ceilidh House Beat the Beats

what’s onoban

what’s onlochaber

Calum And Rory MacDonald 
The Band From Rockall
Founder members of Runrig, Calum and 
Rory, have collaborated on this Rockall 
project, an outcrop lying 300 miles west of 
mainland Scotland. The inspiration for the 
songs came from their childhood in the West-
ern Isles. Growing up in the late 50s and 60s, rock ‘n’ roll and 
pop culture impacted on the Gaelic community.

Duncan McCrone
Colourblind
A diverse collection of songs from Glasgow 
born singer songwriter Duncan McCrone and 
co-writer and musical collaborator, Cy Jack.
Some original songs, some traditional Scot-
tish works and some very carefully chosen 
covers by top songwriters of the past and present.
The list of contributors to this CD reads like a Who’s Who of 
traditional and contemporary music.

Gillie MacKenzie
Griais
First solo album from Gillie, whose music 

culture of the people of Lewis and from the 
Lothians. Some traditional and some self 
penned Scottish Gaelic songs, with a wee bit 
of English. Gillie was awarded the Mod God Medal for solo 
singing at the National Mod in Govan in 1990, which led to in-
vitations to sing at various concerts and on television and ra-
dio programmes and to teach at Fèisean. Griais is the Gaelic 
name for the village, Gress, where Gilly grew up, surrounded 
by lots of songs, stories and beautiful landscapes.

CD
review

8th – 10th June 2012

WIN TICKETS TO

Get set for the Highlands’ premier music festival – RockNess.
This year’s dazzling line up of incredible acts includes headliners Biffy Clyro, 
Mumford & Sons, Deadmau5, Justice, Ed Sheeran and Friendly Fires, plus 
The View, Metronomy, Chic feat Nile Rodgers, Wretch 32, The Drums and 
Kassidy. The new Arcadia UFO stage is set to land with electronic dance 

class comedy acts have also been announced, headlined by international 
superstar Tim Minchin. Visit www.rockness.co.uk

To celebrate the start of the festival season, 
The Oban Times has two pairs of weekend 
tickets with camping up for grabs. 

TO K EN
T

W
O

may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. This competition is not open to Wyvex Media and associated company employees 
and their families. This competition is open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications. Entries must be received by Monday, May 21, 2012. Entrants must be aged 18 or over.

Each ticket is 
worth £159.

To enter, simply send us token two printed here along with token one 
printed last week, answer the question below, complete the entry form 
and post it to The Oban Times, RockNess Comp, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. Entries must be received by Monday, May 21, 2012. 

QUESTION:
At which famous loch does RockNess take place?
a) Loch Awe b) Loch Lomond c) Loch Ness
Answer ....................................................................
Name.......................................................................
Address ...................................................................
.................................................................................

Telephone................................................................
Mobile......................................................................
Email .......................................................................

Entries must be received by Monday, May 21, 2012. 
     Tick here if you would like to receive more information from RockNess

     If you would prefer not to receive information from us please tick here 
Don’t forget to include your tokens!

A NUMBER of local musicians 
marked the end of Fort William 
Accordion and Fiddle Club’s 
2011/2012 session with an 
evening of music in the Railway 
Club last week.

Accordion player Ruari 
Edmond was awarded the 
Willie MacKillop Trophy the 
most advanced young player of 
the session. Keith MacKillop 
presented the prize on behalf of 
his late father.

The youngsters who per-
formed on the night were Ewan 
MacQueen, Innes MacIntosh, 
Michael MacLeod, Liam 
Stevenson and Hannah MacRae. 

Some of the supporting artists 
for the session were Deirdre 

player Hector Henderson, 
Simon Andrews on the drums 
and James MacArthur on 
melodian.

Willie MacKillop Trophy winner 
Ruari Edmond.

Young box player 
wins Fort William 
Accordion and 
Fiddle Club award

THERE is a sparkling 
array of talent featuring at 
The Highlands and Islands 
Society of London’s upcoming 
May ceilidh and dance which 
is taking place at the London 
Welsh Centre, 157-163 Gray’s 
Inn Road, London, on Saturday 
May 19 at 7.30pm.  

Music for dancing comes from 
Didcot-based ‘The Reel Blend,’ 
led by society member Murdo 
MacRae from Lewis.  

the society has worked in 
association with Ceolas to 
present some additional talent 
on the evening, namely Sineag 
MacIntyre, Allan Henderson 
and Megan Henderson.

Sineag is from Kilpheder in 
South Uist.  She won the Tradi-
tional Gold Medal in Dunoon 
in 2006 and the National Mod 
Gold Medal in Oban in 2009.  
Allan is from Mallaig and is 

pianist and whistle player.  He 
tours with ‘Blazin Fiddles’.  

Sister Megan plays piano and 
accordion and is also a vocalist.  
She currently plays with ‘Salsa 
Celtica’, newly formed band 
‘Kristan Harvey and the Sanna’ 
and also with ‘Breabach’.  

All three are graduates of the 
RSAMD.

Sounds like an evening to 
remember! 

Further information is avail-
able on the society’s website 
– www.thehisl.co.uk.

Sineag MacIntyre 
joins Allan and 
Megan Henderson 
for London ceilidh

THE PUB Landlord is coming 
back to the Highlands and 
Islands with a new tour in July 
and August.

Al Murray is taking his 
‘The Only Way Is Epic’ tour 
to Aros Hall in Tobermory 
on July 31. He will then visit 
Skye, Ullapool and Stornoway 
on August 1, 2 and 3 before 
heading to Barra on August 5.

Tickets are on sale now.

‘Pub Landlord’ 
Murray to tour the 
west coast

ARDNAMURCHAN High School 

show last Friday evening. 
The highly successful and well-at-

tended event showcased the talents 
of its pupils to a selection of rock 
tunes. 

Contemporary dance 
Their creative designs, from 

,were modelled on the catwalk. In 
addition, the evening saw S4 pupil 
Caitlin Laybourne perform a beauti-
ful contemporary dance piece.

A slot to promote local designers 
‘work also featured, with t-shirt 

competition entries modelled enthu-
siastically by local primary school 
pupils from Strontian and Acharacle.

The evening had a sophisticated 
edge to it with a selection of non-
alcoholic cocktails and canapès after 
the catwalk show, where the public 
were given the chance to see pupils’ 
portfolio work. S4 to S6 pupils’ 
portraiture work was particularly 
complimented. 

AHS art teacher Miss L Blair said: 
‘I am very pleased with all the effort 
the pupils and staff have put into this 
event. 

‘I think it’s really important to 

recognise the artistic talents in our 
school and give the local community 

of a fun, sociable evening. I am very 
proud of all who participated and 
grateful for so much support. A par-
ticular thanks goes out to S5 pupils 
Adele Cameron and Kirsty Macphee 
for all of their dedication throughout 
the project.’

The winning t-shirt design from the 
show, which promotes Ardnamur-
chan and was fashioned in the show, 

and businesses by the summer.

Ardnamurchan
High School hosts        

Joanne Ford, Kerry Borwick and Keri Harkins model senior art 
pupils’ designs

AS CONSTRUCTION on the new Birks 
Cinema in Aberfeldy gets underway this month, 
members of a new voluntary board of directors 
are being sought.

A new trading company is to be formed to help 
run the community facility and the Friends of 

to help run the social enterprise from within the 
community. 

Chairwoman of the Friends Charlotte Flower 
said: ‘We want to make sure we get as many 
local people involved as possible as we establish 
how the facility will operate and be directed. 

‘We are now also creating the right social 

to the local community which it will serve.’
Experience

for include marketing and communications, 
business start-up, creative arts, connected to 
community networks, catering industry, IT and 
human resources. 

which would help to make the cinema a successful

won’t be paid. 
For further information see www.

birkscinemafriends.org.uk or email info@
birkscinemafriends.org.uk. Applications close 
on May 31. 

Directors wanted as 
Aberfeldy cinema 
revival gets underway

ISLE OF Skye Accordion and Fiddle Club’s 
May monthly meeting saw a large turnout of 
musicians and enthusiasts.

Everyone was warmly welcomed by club 
chairman and MC Jim Campbell who invited 
local musicians on stage to entertain the eager 
audience.  

On accordions were Aly ‘K’ MacPherson, 
Ceitidh Douglas and John MacGilvary who 

MacDougal of Muir of Ord and Sandy Ross of 
Lochcarron.  

The keyboards were in the capable hands of 
John Cameron while Sandy Ross and Aly ‘K’ 
MacPherson shared the drumming.  

youngest regular player, 12-year-old Ellie 
MacPherson, who had the audience singing 
along with her music.  As usual, the highlight 
of the evening was the superb lively perform-
ance of the guest band, The Pentlands Ceilidh 
Band.  

This trio gave a superb and varied pro-
gramme which delighted the appreciative 
audience and generated sustained applause 
bringing a memorable evening of music to a 
rousing close. The Pentlands Ceilidh band in full flow at Portree.

as Pentlands Ceilidh Band entertain

Eight-year-old Aimee Williams worked hard to beat goalie Ben Pollock during a recent fun day at Atlantis Leisure, 
Oban, organised by students of Argyll College in a fundraiser for Yorkhill Children’s Foundation. Other popular 

attractions at the event included Body Zorbing, stalls and pin the tail on the rabbit. 15_t15atlantfun1

Ladies Night
Friday 18th May

Palace Hotel
7.30pm for 8pm

Tickets available at the door
£6.00 including 

Reg charity no SC000998

To All Oban Residents 
aged 86yrs and older

Special Guest Invitation
Free invitation to enjoy

The Celebration of HM the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee Lunch

Sunday 3rd June
Jubilee Big Lunch

Coffee/Tea, Sandwiches 
and Cakes will be supplied

19th—20th May
Celebrate Festival of Museums

and in Campbeltown
With free Flintknapping demonstrations.
Website: www.Kilmartin.org

Phone: 01546 510 278

FESTIVAL
OF MUSEUMS

DR LACHLAN GRANT 
OF BALLACHULISH:

Anne Marie Tindley
Saturday 12 May 

2.30pm

www.appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk

Stramash
present

“This Trip Is Not 
Recommended”

by Patrick Winterton,
Kayak Adventurer, 

extreme sports 

Cuan Mor, 7.00pm
All Welcome

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000
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A FORT William based biomass heating 
company is expecting to reach £5mil-
lion turnover this year after starting 
from scratch almost a decade ago.

HW Energy is the UK’s leading 
biomass specialist and expects strong 
business growth in the next year.

Speaking about its success, HW Ener-

gy’s managing director and co-founder 
of the business Bruno Berardelli said: 
‘We’ve completed nearly 200 biomass 
installs to date now across Scotland 
and we only expect this to increase with 
the introduction of the Renewable Heat 
Incentive (RHI).  

‘As customers start to see the real 

we only expect this demand to grow.’
The business has already won a 

number of industry accolades includ-
ing the Construction News ‘Specialist 
Award’ and the Green Apple Environ-
ment Award. Mr Berardelli puts the 

and dedication of his team - a 40 strong 
workforce which has recently been 
increased to manage growing demand 
for biomass energy.

‘We only expect demand for biomass 
heating systems to increase, especially 
since the launch of the RHI last Novem-

ber, which now means clients not only 
save money on their fuel bills but now 
get paid for the energy they produce,’ 
said Mr Berardelli. ‘As such, biomass 
is now a very attractive investment for 
those customers who use a lot of energy, 
spend a lot on their fuel bills and have 
substantial buildings to heat.’ 

Lochaber biomass specialist anticipates strong business growth

chip shop with a loyal following 
from locals and visitors alike has 
been ranked as one of the UK’s 

Tralee Bay Fish and Chips has 
been awarded the prestigious 
Fish and Chip Quality Award, 

the Oban area to receive the 
accolade.

To qualify, each shop has to go 
through an inspection by a Na-
tional Federation of Fish Friers 
(NFFF) Approved Assessor who 
assesses the shop’s presentation, 
hygiene and cleanliness, staff 
training, equipment, frying and 
sales skills and most importantly 
the quality of the cooked prod-
uct.

So high is the quality of fried 

based at the Tralee Bay Holiday 
Park, that it scores as one of the 
best in the UK.

A NFFF spokesperson said: 
‘There are 240 things each chip 
shop is evaluated on, and they’re 
allowed four negatives before 
they’re ruled out.  There are also 
certain categories where a single 
bad mark would rule them out 
from this award.

‘Tralee Bay Fish and Chips 
received no negative marks.  

They are a really good shop, 
have done really well and have 
one of the best scores in the UK 
as a result.’

Owner Laura Shellcock said: 
‘Having been a 5-star award 
holder in the previous scheme 

to gain this prestigious Quality 
Award from the NFFF. 

‘It is a great achievement for 
us all as it shows the customer 
just how committed we are to 

chips with great service.’
‘This award sets the new 

benchmark for quality within 
the industry. 

‘It will signal to the consumer 

where the award is displayed 
and it will encourage more 
outlets to raise their standards.
Each Fish and Chip Qual-
ity Award is valid for two years 
and retention is dependent on 
standards being maintained as 

appointed assessors.’
The scheme is a way of reward-

ing and promoting shops that 
provide good quality products 
and high standards of hygiene, 
as well as friers who show a high 
level of competence.

Husband and wife team Laura and Richard Shellcock’s Tralee Bay Fish and Chip Shop, near Benderloch, has been rated as one of the 
UK’s best fish friers. 16_t19traleefish01

Fish and Chip Quality Award

property consultant to market premises across Argyll and Loch-
aber.

-
cial property consultant, providing specialist commercial surveying 

With more than 25 years’ experience, he will also support survey-

He said: ‘My new role means I can develop this consultancy busi-
ness to cover all aspects of commercial property, something that 
no-one else is offering in the Argyll area at the moment.

‘With sound, professional advice we can make, or save, businesses 
money - often by fairly simple and inexpensive means.

justify sending staff to Oban or Fort William to survey, say, a small 
shop, but we can do that or offer a joint agency service.’

Gregor is currently working on an extensive list of instructions, 
including several prime retail and hospitality developments in the 
centre of Oban and the Isle of Mull. 

He is also involved in marketing a new development of small 
business units by M & K Macleod Ltd at Glenshellach Court, Glen-
shellach Business Park, Oban.

Estate agency appoints 
commercial consultant

Morham and Brotchie 
name new associate
A LONG-term employee of 
Oban-based chartered quantity 
surveyors Morham & Brotchie 
has been appointed as an associ-
ate within the practice.

James Workman has worked 
with the company since 1992, 
and has shown consistent 
progress from junior to senior 
surveyor over this period.

His expertise has developed 
through Quantity Surveying and 
CDM Co-ordination to include 

responsibilities.
Principal surveyor Tommy 

McQuade said James would 
continue to provide high qual-
ity services in Rural Affordable 
Housing, Atlantic Rim Develop-
ment and Community Trust 
Projects in particular.

Tommy said: ‘I am absolutely 
delighted that James has ac-
cepted this position.

‘This is a key appointment 
for Morham & Brotchie and 
underlines our commitment to 
Argyll and the islands through 

our commitment to improving 
the services we provide and to 
the continuity of service provi-
sion for our clients in the years 
ahead.’

James Workman has been 
appointed as an associate at 

quantity surveyors Morham & 
Brotchie. 15_t19morham01

Yorkshire has the lowest average age, at 28, while the Welsh gener-

Scotland’s first time buyers average 30

prices will ‘seriously disadvan-
tage’ small businesses.

That’s the view of Highlands 
and Islands MSP Mike MacK-
enzie who believes the rise will 

class mail. He said: ‘The rise in 

a rise of around 10 times the cur-

‘This will mean, inevitably, 
that small businesses already 
struggling in the present repres-
sive economic climate will be 
driven to use second class mail 
making them less competitive 
through no fault of their own.

‘This increase comes as Ofcom 
has indicated that there should 
be no cap on prices for most of 
the services that Royal Mail 
offer, including business post, 
bulk mail and larger packages 
and letters sent second class.

‘Large businesses, with 
considerable commercial clout, 

mail price and will always get a 
better deal from Royal Mail and 
from alternative private mail 
providers. 

‘Those are not options avail-
able to small businesses and so 
the ever widening gap will open 
yet further. Far from being ‘all in 
this together’ small businesses 
are being cast aside.’

Highlands and Islands MSP claims rising postal charges will hit small businesses

-
sley and Co has this month become 
Ainsley Smith and Co after Jamie 
Smith was made a partner.

Originally from Appin, Jamie has 

after graduating from university 
with an accountancy degree. 

become a vital part of the business 
and Jean felt it was only natural he 
become a partner.

While customers won’t see too 
much of a change in the business, 
Jamie’s new role as a partner means 
the company will be able to offer a 
far more robust service.

Jean said: ‘We’ve worked together 
for a long time and we decided to 
move things forward so he was part 

‘It’s a really positive decision and 
I’m delighted to welcome Jamie as a 

‘Jamie will be more out and about 
with customers, visiting islands as 
well as some of our rural areas.  

‘There won’t be a huge change to 
the way we do things but we will 
certainly be stronger and more 
productive.’

Jamie said: ‘I am really looking 
forward to this new challenge of 
developing the business.

‘The part of the job I enjoy most 
is getting out to meet clients and 
building relationships and that is 
something I want to do on a more 
regular basis.’Staff at Ainsley Smith and Co welcome Jamie as its new partner. 16_t18ainsleysmith01

forms new partnership
‘I am really looking forward to this 
new challenge,’  - Jamie Smith

HIGHLANDS and Islands En-
terprise’s (HIE) has bucked the 
economy’s trend after exceeding 
all of its targets in the 2011-12 

Figures show that forecasts 
for turnover of supported busi-
nesses, sales outside and overall 
jobs supported all exceeding 
targets. 

HIE chairman Professor Lorne 
Crerar said: ‘These results chart 
a highly productive year for HIE, 
especially against the backdrop 
of challenging economic condi-
tions. Our investments are 
having positive impacts. HIE’s 
account management approach 
enables clients to build lasting 
relationships with us and we 
are working closely with more 
than 400 businesses, 144 social 
enterprises and 50 communities.
We are also developing some of 
the most ambitious projects the 
region has ever seen, designed 
to ensure we can be com-
petitive in a global marketplace.’

inward investment, particularly 
within the business services and 
life sciences sectors.

from HIE to existing and new 
investors is expected to generate 
more than 800 jobs with opera-
tions including Atos, Capita, Ver-
tex and Citizens Advice Direct.
As well as working to bring new 
business to the area, HIE has 
supported more than 100 local 

their ambitions to export. A total 
investment of £5.2m supporting 
internationalisation is forecast 
to generate an increase of £44m 
in turnover over the next three 
years. Among its principal 
achievements, HIE saw work 
start at some of the region’s most 
ambitious infrastructure projects 
– the Inverness Campus, the 
European Marine Science Park 
in Argyll, Scrabster Harbour 
and the re-development of John 
O’Groats in Caithness.

Enabling the Highlands and Is-
lands to become a digital region 
is a top priority.  The agency 
is tendering for a commercial 
business partner to co-invest in 
a project to equip all areas with 
superfast broadband.

HIE hits 
all targets 
in ‘highly 
productive
year’

THE SCOTTISH Salmon Company (SSC) hopes to 
improve the water management of its operations at 
Loch Fyne thanks to a pioneering environmental pro-
gramme.

SSC is extending its programme of integrated multi-
tropic aquaculture (IMTA) to its Ardcastle site after 
successful trials at its Loch Roag site. IMTA exchanges 

for the produce farmed in the marine environment. The 
project has been developed with Dunbeg’s Scottish 
Association of Marine Science as part of the company’s 
ongoing work to protect the local environment. This 
year, SSC also announced details of a pioneering initia-

-

time. While widely shown to reduce sea lice on salmon, 

farm and deploy wrasse in Scotland.
Stewart McLelland, chief executive of SSC, said: 

‘The industry is growing and as new markets open up 
regulation and ever increasing environmental standards 
are driving important innovations. We want to be at the 
forefront of best practice, evolving new methods of hus-
bandry that produce premium quality salmon. Both the 
IMTA and wrasse projects are important developments 

‘single generation, single loch, synchronised fallow’ has 
already won awards and we are constantly striving for 
environmental excellence.’

SSC’s IMTA trials will be closely monitored and along 
with the progress of the wrasse project, the results will 
be shared with the industry.

Fish farming giant 
extends Loch Fyne water 
management programme

THE PARENT company of Oban-based Dawson 
Energy has appointed Neil Tawse as its business 

from Aker Subsea Ltd, where he held the position of 
vice president for the past two-and-a half years.

New business development director

21 Argyll Square, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT

Tel. 01631 567007
Email. mail@ainsleysmith.co.uk
www.ainsleysmith.co.uk

& CO. Ainsley, Smith & Co.
Chartered Accountants

A professional 
and personal service

• Accountancy Services
• New Business 

  Advice and Support
• Taxation Services
• Payroll
• Book Keeping
• Charity Accounts and Assistance
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ARGYLL 
OTTER FERRY,

2 bed, cedar wood 
bungalow with stunning 
view from sitting room 

with wood burning stove, 
Tighnabruaich 12 miles, 

Dunoon 24, 
refs essential, no dss, 

£390 pcm.
Telephone 

01700 821220.

Spacious 3 Bedroom
18th Century House

in Appin
Superb view

large garden with 

parking

6-12 month let 

unfurnished

£550 pcm + council tax
No DHSS

Telephone 
01631 730354

FOR LET
Main door upper 

floor flat
Central Oban
Two bedrooms

Furnished

No DSS or smoking

£500 pcm + council tax 

+ utility bills

Tel - 07808 092864

Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

WANTED

TO LET

West Coast property service

Fernoch Crescent, 
Lochgilphead
A detached family home in one of the most sought 
after locations in Lochgilphead, with lovely views 
across Loch Fyne towards Arran and over the 
Knapdale Hills.

Comprising very spacious 
accommodation as follows:
• 4 bedrooms, master with en-

• Very spacious lounge with 

• Large single garage and 

• Generous front and rear 
gardens with lawns, two 
decked areas, summer house 

Offers in the 
region of £250,000
For further details contact 

01546 600039
Full details at 

www.homesaleonline.co.uk

West Coast property service

Glen Massan, Dunoon
Cottage set in approx. 
20acres of garden and 
grazing.

Very peaceful situation, own water 
supply, two bedrooms, kitchen with 
Rayburn, attached barn.

For more information contact 
07747 033706

Offers Over £230,000

ANDERSONBANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

 Offers in the region of £165,000

“Sith Mhoire” 
59 Creag Bhan Village, Oban
• Spacious, beautifully 

presented semi detached 
property

• Within easy reach of Oban 
town centre and amenities

• Lounge/Dining area, Kitchen, 

• Fully double glazed, Total 
Control Electric Heating

• Garden to front and rear 

Garage/Workshop, Large 
Private Driveway

WANTED
All awl classes cattle 
and sheep including 
calf, cows and bulls

Payment on collection.
Contact Tom Holmes 

07808 662400

Unlock the potential in 
your holiday cottage

Properties required now in the UK, Ireland, France and Italy.

0845 268 0555
www.letmycottage.com

West Coast property service

Drimvargie Terrace, Oban
Beautiful large three bedroom 

Original cornice in all rooms.
Freshly decorated with new carpets 
throughout.
Gas central heating.
Great home or rental potential. 
Shared Green.

Offers in the 
region of 
£140,000

Tel: 07977783630

FOUR BEDROOM 
HOUSE TO LET

Sea View, 
Machrihanish

Available immediately.

Apply to Box No. 103, 
Campbeltown Courier, 

Main and Longrow 
South, Campbeltown, 

PA28 6AE.

Farming

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

HOPKINS GRID SALES
(Contact Jane) Roxburgh Mill, Kelso, 

Roxburghshire, TD5 8NF
Tel/Fax: (01573) 450655 e-mail: 

hopkinsgrids@googlemail.com

HOPKINS UNIQUE
QUICK FIT CATTLE GRID

British Patent No 2155526

• installed within hours - not days
• set in ground on hardcore bases then 

drive over
• no blockwork pit required
• exceedingly cost-effective
• load-tested to 50 tonnes
• maintenance-free
• complete with hedgehog ramp
• galvanised or painted - 

your choice
• available from 9ft wide increasing 

by 1ft to a maximum of 2ft wide as 
required - jump - width 8ft 6ins, 
Deer Grids also Available, Ring for 
a Quotation

HORSE 
IMPLEMENTS 

REQUIRED,
grubbers, ploughs, 

mowers and 
binders, any 
condition.

Please phone 
Alister on 

01389 841450 
after 6pm any 

evening. 

PROPERTY

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

R. MacRae Ltd
STEEL BUILDINGS

LIVESTOCK SHED to BS5502
100ft x 40ft x 15ft to eaves

Cantilever complete with Fibre Cement roof, cladding and doorways 
and Concrete panels - 

£ 14,875.00

GENERAL PURPOSE BUILDING to BS5502
60ft x 30ft x 13ft to eaves

Fully Clad with box profile sheeting, inclusive of roller shutter door 
(12ft x 12ft) and personnel door -

£ 10,465.00

VAT & DELIVERY EXTRA
FULL ERECTING SERVICE AVAILABLE

For Details call: 01599 511256/07887552202

DALMALLY                        
United Auctions
Bullocks
Aberdeen AngusX: £775  Knock-Dhu.
Blonde D’AquataineX: £695(3)  Laggan 
Farms.
CharloaisX: £1065(2)  Auchlyne Farm  
£1000  Largiemore  £925  Brackley  £915(3)  
Largiemore  £900(2)  Keil, Southend  £865  
Dunans  £805  Couston Farm Co  £750  
Brackley  £745  Tullochmhor.
LimousinX: £1055 ,£1025(3), £915(6) & 
£905(5)  Tiraghoil, Mull  £835  Couston 
Farm Co  £805(2)  Garraron & Melfort 
Farms  £795  Knock-Dhu  £785  Tullochcan  
£775(2)  Dall  £765(3)  Garraron & Melfort 
Farms  £755  Knock  Dhu & Tullochcan  
£745  Knock-Dhu(2) & Tullochcan  £725  
Tiraghoil(7) & Garraron & Melfort 
Farms(5)  £700(2)  Ben Lawers Farm.
SimmentalX: £945 & £905(3)  Tiraghoil  
£845  Brackley  £825(2) & £815  Knock-Dhu  
£795(4)  Duallin  £790  Dunans  £785(2)   
Knock-Dhu  £775(3)  Tiraghoil  £765  
Keilator(3) & Tiraghoil  £740(2)  Brackley  
£725  Knock-Dhu(2), Keilator(8) & Pitcastle 
Estate  £720(3)  Dunans  £715(4) & £710(2)  
Duallin  £705  Colintraive Farm.
Heifers
Aberdeen AngusX: £705 – Colintraive 
Farm.
Beef ShorthornX: £670 & £635 – Glen-
machrie.
Blonde D’AquataineX: £670(3) – Laggan 
Farms.
CharloaisX: £965(2)  Auchlyne Farm  £905 
& £855  Largiemore  £835(2)  Couston 
Farm Co  £800  Largiemore  £785 & £755(2) 
Auchlyne Farm  £740  Largiemore Farm  
£685(2)  Colintraive Farm.
LimousinX: £955 &  £865  Balliemeanoch  
£770(9) & £745(5)  Tiraghoil Farm, Mull  
£710  Craig Farm  £695(4)  Benlawers 
Farm.
LuingX: £835  Strone Estate.
SimmentalX: £885  Ardachuple  £875  
Tiraghoil & Ardachuple  £800(2)  Keilator  
£770 & £765  Tiraghoil  £720  Keilator  
£700  Duallin  £690(2)  Keilator  £675  

Prices per kilo
Aberdeen AngusX: 211p  Knock-Dhu.
Blonde D’AquataineX: 234p(3)  Laggan 
Farms.
CharloaisX: £247  Tullochmhor  234p(2)  
Keil, Southend  £230p  Couston Farm Co  
£224p(2) & 221p  Largiemore  220p(4) 
Auchlyne Farm  218p Brackley  £216p  
Dunans  206p  Brackley.
LimousinX: 294p(7) & 269p(3) & 256p  
Garraron & Melfort Farms  251p(7)  Ti-
raghoil  250p(5)  Garraron & Melfort Farms  
248p(2)  Auch Estate  244p(2)  Dall  243p(2)  
Auch Estate  242p(2) & 240p(2)  Garraron 
& Melfort Farms  236p  Craig Farm & 
Kingairloch Estate(2)  234p  Dall Farm & 
Tiraghoil Farm(5)  233p(2)  Ben Lawers 
Farm  231p  Knock-Dhu(3) & Tiraghoil 
(3)  230p  Dall, Tiraghoil(6) & Garraron 
& Melfort Farms  229p  Tiraghoil Farm  
228p(3) & 224p(2)  Garraron & Melfort 
Farms  221p  Tullochcan Farm  220p  Cou-
ston Farm Co & Tullochcan Farm  219p(3), 
214p & 212p(2)  Knoch-Dhu  212p(2)  
Kingairloch Estate  211p  Tullochcan Farm  
209p  Knock-Dhu.
Luing: 224p(2)  Pitcastle Estate.
ShorthornX: 252p(2)  Auch Estate.
SimmentalX: 278p(4) & 257p(8)  Keilator 
Farm  238p(4) & 231p(2)  Duallin  231p  
Ardachuple  & Brackley (2)  229p  Knock-
Dhu(2) & Tiraghoil(3)  228p  Dunans  225p  
Tiraghoil & Dunans(2)  224p(3)  Keilator  
219p  Knock-Dhu(2) & Dunans(3)  217p(4)  

212p  Knock-Dhu  210p  Tiraghoil  209p(2)  
Knock-Dhu  206p  Colintraive Farm & 

Heifers
Beef Shorthorn: 248p & 217p  Glena-
machrie.
Blonde D’AquataineX: 227p(2) & 206p(3)  
Laggan Farms.
CharloaisX: 222p(2)  Tullochmhor  217p(2)  
Colintraive Farm  216p  Auchlyne Farm  
210p Couston Farm Co(2), Auchlyne Farm 
& Keil, Southend(4)  205p(2)  Auchlyne 
Farm  204p, 202p & 200p  Largiemore.
LimousinX: 239p Garraron & Melfort 
Farms  229p  Craig Farm  227p  Kingair-
loch Estate  226p (6) & 215p(3)  Garraron 
& Melfort Farms  214p  Tiraghoil(5) & 
Tullochcan Farm  213p(2)  Kingairloch 
Estate  212p  Tiraghoil(9) & Dunans  211p  
Craig Farm & Ben Lawers Farm(4)  210p  
Kingairloch Estate & Garraron & Melfort 
Farms(3)  208p  Tiraghoil (8), Keil, Gar-
raron & Melfort Farms(2)  200p  Craig 
Farm.
SalerX: 206p  Tullochmhor.
SimmentalX: 308p, 274p, 268p(2), 247p, 
231p(3) & 223p(2)  Keilator Farm  215p  

-
raghoil & Dunans  207p  Ardachuple Farm  

Musdale Farm.
Cows with calves at foot
£1180, £1050 & £1000  Morenish Farm.
Sheep
Hoggs
£68.50  81 Borve, Barra  £68 Larach Bhan 
Ewes
£60 Tigh Na Mara, Barra  £55  Lurignish  

LOCHBOISDALE                 
United Auctions
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus X: £790  11 Ormiclate  
£760  Karingeidha.
Limousin X: £930 -15 Ormiclate  £920-1 
Ormiclate  £910  Drimore Farm  £870  11 
Ormiclate  £850  1 Ormiclate & 15 Ormi-
clate  £830  1 Ormiclate.
Simmental X: £795  328 North Boisdale  
£765  8 Milton.
Heifers
CharolaisX: £720  Drimore Farm.
Limousin X: £860 1 Airidhmhuillin.
Simmental X: £790  1 Airidhmhuillin  £730  
325 North Boisdale.
Farrow cow
£1200  136 Stilligarry
Prices per kilo
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus X: 205p  Karingeidha.
Limousin X: 237p  MacSweens Dungan-
ichy Ltd & 1 Ormiclate  223p  11 Ormiclate  
221p  15 Ormiclate  219p(2)  MacSweens 
Dunganichy Ltd  218p- 1 Ormiclate  209p(3)  
Drimore Farm  204p(2)  1 Ormiclate.
Simmental X: 204p  328 North Boisdale & 
1 Ormiclate.
Heifers
CharolaisX: 200p Drimore Farm.
Limousin X: 226p  10 Bornish  200p(4)  
MacSweens Dunganichy Ltd  200p  1 
Airidhmhuillin & 11 Ormiclate.
Simmental X: 206p  325 North Boisdale 
& 1 Drimisdale 203p  10 Bornish  200p  1 
Drimisdale.
Sheep
Hoggs
£100 426 North Lochboisdale 
Ewes
£76. 409/410 Smerclate  £70 284 Daliburgh  
£60 409/410 Smerclate, 426 North Boisdale 
& 284 Daliburgh.    

TIREE
United Auctions
Bullocks
LimousinX: £955, £850, £840, £810(3) & 
£780  Clachan  £740  Mannal House.
SimmentalX: £900  Druimfhraoich.
Heifers
LimousinX: £900  6 Crossapol
British BlueX: £745 & £650  6 Crossapol
SimmentalX: £630 & £520  Lochphuil.
Cows
£785  1 Kilkenneth  £740  Clachan  £705  
Lochphuil.
Bulls
£1220  Lochphuil.
Prices per kilo
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus X: 225p  Scarinish Farm.
LimousinX: 260p  Mannal House  258p & 
257p  Mainroad  257p  Mannal House  248p  
Mainroad  214p & 211p(3)  Clachan.
SimmentalX: 248p  Mannal House.
Heifers
SimmentalX: 203p & 202p  Lochphuil.
Sheep
Hoggs
TexelX: £90  2 Kilkenneth & Druimfhrao-
ich  £88  Druimfhraoich  £70  Heylipol 
Farm.
Cross: £80  Ardmay
Wedders
£93  Lochphuil  £92 & £84  Croish.
Ewes
SuffolkX: £120 Heylipol Farm  £89  Ben-
view  £86  3 Middleton & 4 Kilkenneth
TexelX: £110 & £100  Heylipol Farm & 
Benview  £100  Benview  £86  Benview.
CheviotX: £93  Croish  £90  Heylipol Farm  
£88 Vaul.
Cross: £80 – 1 Kilkenneth
Mule: £86 – Benview
Blackface: £70 – Benview
Beltex: £80 – Heylipol Farm.
Ewes with lambs at foot
£124 & £96  Mannal House 

OBAN
Caledonian Marts 
(Stirling) Ltd
Bullock Calves
£900 (twice) Achnacreebeg; £870 Tyree; 
£865 Achnacreebeg; £830 Tyree; £825 Fid-
den; £775 Ardachy; £760 Fidden:
Bullock Calves – Prices Per Kg
265p Ardachy; 259p Tyree; 258p Ardachy; 
257p Shenavallie; 254p Aird & Ardachy; 
249p Inshaig; 246p Stroneskar & Fidden:
Heifer Calves – Per Head
£820 Achnaba & Aird; £780 Achnacreebeg; 
£650 Caolas & Fernoch; £630 Ballard; £620 
Fidden; £610 Shenavallie & Ardachy; £590 
Aird & Balure of Shian:
Heifer Calves – Per Kg
262p Aird; 257p Ardachy; 241p Inshaig; 
237p Aird; 233p Rossal; 226p Ardachy & 
Fidden; 224p Balure of Shian:
Hoggets
Chev - £79 Annet; Suff - £74 No. 3 Bale-
vullin; Tex - £76, £72 No. 3 Balevullin; £72 
House of Keil; Chev x - £69 No. 3 Balevul-
lin; BF - £64 No. 2 Barcaldine:
Ewes and Tups
Suff - £102 Barcaldine Home Farm; £96 
Barranrioch; Tex - £97 Barcaldine Home 
Farm, £89 Drimnin; Suff - £88 Torbhlarea; 
£86 Dalrannoch;  Mule - £84 Culbhurig; 
£80 Drumvore; BF - £71 Rossal, £67 Tyree, 
£59 Clachan Farms:

Market reports
UNITED Auctions sold 347 
cattle at their Annual May sale 
at Dalmally Auction Mart last 
Saturday  

A good entry of grazing cat-
tle sold to a packed ringside of 
buyers.  

Bullocks sold to 294pence per 
kilo for a pen of seven Limousin 
crosses from Garraron Farm and 
averaged 230.7p.  

Heifers sold to 308pence per 
kilo for Simmental crosses from 
Keilator and averaged 209.7p.

ALL CLASSES of cattle hit record 
highs at Oban Livestock Centre 
last week when an excellent ring-
side of buyers were forward from 
Aberdeenshire, Newcastle and the 
Central Belt resulted in an excel-
lent trade for both cattle and sheep 
sections.

Bullocks averaged 237p per kilo 
(+46p on the year) and sold to 278p 
per kilo for three 230kg Simmen-
tals from Fernoch, Lochgilphead 

and to £950 for a 400kg Limousin 
from D Buchanan, Achnaba, North 
Connel.

Heifers averaged 218.6p per kilo 
(+31p on the year) and sold to 265p 
per kilo for three 245kg Simmentals 
from Fernoch, Lochgilphead and to 
£900 for a 350kg Limousin from 
Ardachy, North Connel.

Over 30 Month cattle sold to 
120p per kilo for a 420kg Luing 
cow from D C Lewis, Drimnin, 

Ardnamurachan and to £950 for 
a 675kg Limousin Cow from R A 
Colthart, Kinlochlaichm Appin.

Breeding cattle sold to £1,100 for 
an in-calf Limousin from Messrs 
Poulton, Lochdar, Bunessan.

Cast ewes and tups sold to a top of 
£116 for Texels from E MacGilvary, 
Barcaldine Home Farm, while 
hoggs sold to a top of £80 for Suf-
folks from D Gilbert, Ardshellach 
Farm, Ardmaddy.

Cattle hit record high at Oban 

Simmental heifers 
sell to 308p per 
kilo at Dalmally

UNITED Auctions held their annual spring sale of all 
classes cattle and sheep at Lochboisdale Auction Mart.  

All classes sold at keen rates and in keeping with 
current trends.  

Bullocks sold to 237pence per kilo from Dunganachy 
and averaged 207.14p.  

Heifers from No10 Bornish sold to 226pence per kilo 
and averaged 202.16p.

UNITED Auctions held their 
annual May sale of all classes 
cattle and sheep at Tiree Auction 
Mart last Thursday. 

Grazing cattle met a spirited 
demand and all classes sheep 
sold at rates comparing favour-
ably to levels obtained at main-
land centres.  

Bullocks sold to 260pence per 
kilo for Limousin cross from 
Mannal House and averaged 
211.11p. Heifers sold to £900 for 
a Simmental cross from No6 
Crossapol.

Grazing cattle in 
demand at Tiree 
May Sale

Keen trade at Lochboisdale

UNITED Auctions hosted the Scottish Simmental Club 
annual show and sale of breeding cattle sponsored by 
Carrs Billington at Stirling on Monday when sold 469 
breeding cattle.

Pen of 4 SimX bulling hfrs, under 15 months.
1st Mr McAskill, Woodhall - £1300
2nd Mr Short, Balquhadly - £960
Pen of 4 SimX bulling hfrs, over 15 months.
1st Mr Houldey, Kirtleton - £1400
2nd Mr Dyet, East Merkland - £1700
Quality breeding cattle remain in demand with heif-

ers with heifer calves at foot selling to £3,500 for black 
Irish heifers from The Ross.

Corbiewood sold  Limousin cross heifers and West 
Thomaston British Blue heifers to £3450.

Heifers with Bull Calves at foot also sold to £3,500 for 
British Blues from West Thomaston  and to £3,300 for 
Limousins from the same home.

Cows with and bull calves at foot sold to £2,450 for 
Simmentals from Inverwick £2450 with the same home 
selling Simmental cows with heifer calves at foot to 
£2,900 and Continental crosses to £2,700 three times.

In-calf cows sold to £1,800 for Simmentals from Foot 
o’ Green, with in-calf heifers topping at £1,600 for 
Aberdeen Angus crosses from Roughlands.

Simmental cross bulling heifers from Putechan sold 
to £1,760.

Breeding cattle in demand

DINGWALLand Highland Marts Ltd sold 50 prime cattle and 684 
prime sheep at Dingwall on Tuesday when sheep were back more 
than 15p per kilo.

Prime bullocks averaged 202.3p (+4.1p) and sold to 214p per kg 
twice for 630kg and 610kg Limousin crosses from Udale, Poyntz-

heifers averaged 203.7p (+2.4p) and sold to 214p per kg for a 545kg 
Limousin cross from Udale, and £1,301.75 for a 635kg Limousin cross 
from Kinchyle Farm, Scaniport, to John M. Munro Ltd., Dingwall.

Lambs averaged 169.5p (-15.1p) and sold to 188.1p per kg for 42kg 
Texel crosses from 8 Englishtonmuir, Bunchrew, and £81.80 for 
47kg Cheviots from Ardivot Farm, Lossiemouth. 

Blackfaces from Ardivot sold to 76.20.

Prime sheep trade slips back
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Leading Quantity Surveying 
& Valuation Practice

require the following staff

Quantity Surveyor
The successful candidate will join our experienced team in 

throughout the UK.

required while managing competing priorities.
This is an excellent career opportunity for which an appropriate 
remuneration package is being offered for negotiation.

Please apply in writing enclosing your C.V to:
Tommy McQuade, Principal

5 Stafford Street, Oban, PA34 5NJ

DÙN OLLAIGH
Taigh Bliadhn’ a’ Phrionnsa An Comunn 

Gaidhealach
Meur Chruachain

(Cruachan Branch)

AGM
Taynuilt Village Hall
Committee Room

To be followed by a 
Committee Meeting

Thursday 10 May, 2012
At 7.30pm

All Welcome
To enter please use back door

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 
disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in 

respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

12/01165/FUL

12/01244/FUL

12/01461/FUL

12/01544/FUL

12/01627/PIP

12/01633/FUL

12/01644/PIP

Development Address

Land 450M NE of Coroghan 
Barn
Isle of Canna

Greenwood
Ardslignish
Acharacle
PH36 4JG

Land To North of Westering
Achateny
Acharacle

Ferry Cottage
Old Ferry Road
North Ballachulish
Onich, Fort William
PH33 6SA

Site 80M West of The 
Rowans
Bohuntin
Roy Bridge

Site 280M West of 
Grigadale
Kilchoan

Land 35M SE of MacEachen 
&Carr Boat Builders
Toigal
Morar

Proposal Description

Erection of 
telecommunications mast 
for Broadband

Erection of new sun lounge

Erection of house

Alteration and extension 
to house

Erection of house

Erection of house

Erection of house

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected 
and time period for 
comments

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

(14 days)

(14 days)

(14 days)

(14 days)

(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

A great opportunity to work 
for the well established 
publishing group, The Oban 
Times, with products 
ranging from award winning 
newspapers to popular 
seasonal products.
Working in a friendly team environment from 

We offer:

Please apply by email with C.V and 
covering letter to: ali@obantimes.co.uk 

br ing ing  people together    s ince 1923

PCV Driver

Personnel Department
West Coast Motors

Benmhor
Campbeltown

Argyll PA28 6DN
or complete our online application form at

www.westcoastmotors.co.uk

We are seeking to recruit a full time
PCV driver based at our Ardrishaig depot.
This position will cover a range of services
including local bus, schools, express coach

and private hire.
If you hold a PCV licence and are interested
in such a position, please apply in writing

(enclosing your c.v.) to:

Ben Nevis Distillery
Shift Operator

To complement our team, we are seeking an enthusiastic 

To be considered for this position, the successful applicant will 

process operation. You will be a team player but also capable of 

be offered full training. 
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS MAY 25

Stuart Robertson, Distillery Manager,
Ben Nevis Distillery, Lochybridge, Fort William, PH33 6TJ

site with a further 35 on Mull and are going on site shortly with a further 50 

with communities across Oban and Lorn, Argyll and Bute Council - as the 

direction of the organisation, by recruiting new board members. We are 

making a difference for housing and communities. 
The position is not remunerated, but expenses are payable. A commitment 

appointment is from now until the AGM in late August, and then for re-

may@westhighlandha.co.uk

WEST HIGHLAND HOUSING 
ASSOCIATION LTD

RECRUITMENT OF 
BOARD MEMBERS

SUPPORT WORKER 
REQUIRED FOR 
ADULT (MALE)

Rural location
Must have own transport

Apply to:
Box No. 102, 

Campbeltown Courier, 
Main & Longrow 

South, Campbeltown, 

Project Administrator
Fixed Term appointment for 6 months

Salary £19,376 - £22,326 per annum

We are looking for an experienced Project 
Administrator with excellent organisation and 
communication skills who enjoys a busy working 
environment and who can be flexible to the needs 
of the project to support our European funded 
BioMara project. 

The post has responsibility for organising 
meetings & workshops, taking minutes, liaising 
with project partners and producing project 
reports.  In addition, they will provide general 
admin support to the project.

For further information and to apply for 
this position online, go to: www.smi.ac.uk  
Alternatively, please write to: Human Resources, 
Project Administrator, D03/12.MS, The Scottish 
Association for Marine Science, Scottish Marine 
Institute, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1QA or e-mail to 
recruitment@sams.ac.uk.

Closing date: Monday 14th May 2012

SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), 
has an equal opportunities policy and welcomes 
applications from all sections of the community.

JIM MARTIN SUPPLIES

OFFICE PERSON

to include:  Sales and purchase ledger, reception & 
telephone, sales counter and store duties.

packages.
Salary to be discussed, depending on experience.

Applications in writing with CV to:
Jim Martin, J.M.S., 109 - 119 Longrow, 

Campbeltown, PA28 6EX. Tel: 01586 550066/77
jimmartin50@yahoo.co.uk

Practice Nurse 
Vacancy

PART TIME PERMANENT + 
PART-TIME MATERNITY COVER

302013 or email joanne.macphail@nhs.net 
Please send your CV along 

Mrs Joanne MacPhail, Practice Manager,
Tobermory Medical Practice,

INDEPENDENT
Iain Angus thanks ward 5 
Oban and North Lorn for 

your votes and trust in me.
Contact details will follow next week.

PUBLIC NOTICES

SENIOR
REPORTER
An enthusiastic, multi-skilled 
Senior Reporter is required to join 
weekly newspaper, the Argyllshire 
Advertiser, part of the award winning 
Oban Times newspaper group.

Joining the team at the Lochgilphead 

communication skills, a great deal of energy 
and at least two years experience.  A full 

This is an exciting opportunity with excellent 

application with CV to 

The Prince’s Trust in Greenock is recruiting for a:

Bosun/Driver
Salary: £20,300 - £21,430 per annum, Band 5 

For further information about this role and 
to submit an application form, please visit 
www.princes-trust.org.uk/jobs

Closing date for applications
is 18 May 2012.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING

APPLICATIONS 

Purpose, Case number

51 Ormsaigbeg, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart
0.003 ha - Amenity ground 

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission 
by any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the land, 
within 14 days of the date 
of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/00384/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
installation of septic tank.

Land East of Millbrae Benderloch 
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office Ledaig

12/00703/PP Erection of single storey rear extension 
and formation of adjoining secure 
play area.

Park Primary School Kerrera 
Terrace Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 5AU 

Oban Area Office

12/00876/PP Alterations and extensions to 
dwellinghouse

Lagganbeg House Kilninver Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4UU 

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/00921/PP Change of use of dwellinghouse 
(Class 9) to guest house/bed and 
breakfast (Class 7)

Garragh Mhor Ellenabeich Isle 
of Seil Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 4RF 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

12/00947/PP Erection of 1 metre high slate wall 
with wrought iron gate.

32 Ellenabeich Isle of Seil Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4RQ 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

12/00950/LIB Erection of 1 metre high slate wall 
with wrought iron gate.

32 Ellenabeich Isle of Seil Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4RQ 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/00812/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 6 Livingstone Way Port Ellen 
Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute 
PA42 7EP 

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

12/01009/PP Change of use of doctors surgery to 
dwellinghouse

Windsor Main Street Bowmore 
Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute 
PA43 7JH 

Bowmore Area Office 
Isle of Islay

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/00970/PP Installation of 10 solar roof panels 
(retrospective).

1 Main Street Port Charlotte 
Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute 
PA48 7TX 

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
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RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL:
01631 568000

20%

09 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, dcpck, manual, leather, alloys, side-steps, black, 25k £12,950
58 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, double cab pick-up, auto, e pack, air cond, alloys, black, 16k £12,950
58 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, double cab pick up, manual, E-pack, alloys, cruise, black, 25K £12,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 Raging Bull, double cab pick-up, auto, canopy, leather, met grey £10,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 ANIMAL double cab, manual, canopy, leather, Sat Nav, Alloys, Red, 45k £10,750
09 MITSUBISHI L200 4 work, dc pick-up, met silver, 58k £8,950
58 MITSUBISHI L200, 4LIFE, single cab pickup, epack, air cond, black 40k £8,950
56 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN EQUIPE Commercial SWB, manual, e/pack alloys, tow bar, met. silver £8,450
07 MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE, Single Cab pickup, 4WD, White, 36k £7,950
05 MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE, double cab pick up, alloys, E-pack, met.black, 80k £5,950
09 NISSAN NAVARA AVENTURA, double cab pick-up, manual, heated leather, Sat Nav, met grey, 40k £12,750
09 NISSAN NAVARA Platinum Double Cab Pick-up, manual, leather, sun roof, black pepper, 58k miles £11,950
58 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW dble cab pickup, manual, alloy cover, epack, alloys, black £9,950
57 NISSAN NAVARA TREK, King cab pick up, mountain top, black, 30k £9,450
57 NISSAN NAVARA AVENTURA dc pick up, auto leather, sat nav, 6 speed. Canopy, black £10,950
57 NISSAN NAVARA AVENTURA dc pick up, auto leather, sat nav, 6 speed. Canopy, black £8,950
57 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW, King Cab Pick-up manual, canopy, alloys, met red £8,450
07 NISSAN NAVARA TREK King cab pickup, 6 speed, load-liner, met blue, 26k £8,950
10 FORD TRANSIT 350, 115hp, LWB, high top vans, SLD, E-pack, CD, plylined white, choice of three From £8950
09 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCi exlwb dropside pick-up, alloy body £8,950
58 FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB, 13ft, alloy, drop-side, pick up, tail lift, CD, tow bar white £7,950
08 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCi crew cab drop side pick up, alloy body, tail lift, 39k £7,950
56 FORD RANGER, single cab pick up, 2wd E-pack, white, 20k £5,950
05 FORD TRANSIT 350, alloy drop side pick up, fitted tool boxes, white, 55k, choice of 4 from £4,950
59 LANDROVER 110, double cab pick up, 6-speed, manual, canopy, tow-pack, blue 40k £14,950
08 LANDROVER DISCOVERY 3 TDV6 auto commercial, cruise control, air con, met green £14,750
06 LANDROVER 110 TD5, High Capacity Pickup, Truckman Canopy, White, 100k, £7,950
58 VW CRAFTER, CR35, TDI, 109 LWB High top van, E/pack white £8,750
56 VW LT35 LWB, High Top Crew Vans SLD, 9 seaters, rear load area, white, 18k miles, choice £7,950
08 VW TRANSPORTER T32 1.9TDI  LWB High top van, air con, remote locking, white £6,940
09 IVECO 50C14, LWB, high top van, 3.0td, 140hp, twin rear wheel, white £9,950
04 ISUZU RODEO, 3ltr, Double Cab pick-up, manual, canopy, 3 ton tow, met blue, 60k £5,950
53 ISUZU DF Mega Double Cab Pick-up 2.5 T/D Manual, Side Bars, A-Bar, rear cover, met gold, 60k £3,950
00 JCB 408, articulated loadall, Q hitch bucket, good tyres, direct council, 1,800 hrs £15,250

£7850 o.n.o.

Coachman Amara 
Highlander 530/4, five 

years old, serviced annually, 
VGC, many extras.
Telephone: 

01397 712581
(Spean Bridge)

CARAVAN 
FOR SALE

£5995

6 berth, including full 
balcony, quiet site, 

Loch Long, near Dunoon.

Telephone: 
01369 810256

STATIC CARAVAN 
FOR SALE

£2500

15hp Honda 4 Stroke 
Outboard, Trailer,

Original fresh water boat, 
no paint or antifoul, 
In good condition.

Telephone: 
07721 623854

ORKNEY
LONGLINER 16FT 
FIBREGLASS BOAT

TRANSIT 15 SEATER
MINIBUS

£3300 + VAT.

Diesel, 161,000 miles, Blue, MOT Feb, 2013, 1 Owner. Full year MOT,fully maintained, every 
service recorded, very well kept inside and outside, drives exceptionally well, 15 seater + driver, 
rear step, first aid kit, fire extinguisher, only £3,300 + VAT cheapest by miles particularly in its 

condition. 16 Seater

Call Graham for viewing 07864673533

£8800

460/2  berth, used only 
3 times, includes small porch 
awning, immaculate condition 

throughout.

Contact Tel: 
01631 720 434 

– 07771 532 242

BAILEY RANGER
2008

DRASCOMBE DRIFTER
2 BERTH TRAILER SAILOR

£8000

8HP Electric Start Outboard
Sea Toilet and Gas Cooker

Many extras

Tel: 01770 850236 (Arran)

£3700 o.n.o.

Sails, Mariner 4.0 
outboard, Honda 

dinghy and 4 stroke 
2.3 outboard, 

launching trolley.

Telephone: 
01631 710560

21FT FIXED
KEEP

YACHT ON 
MOORING
LOCH ETIVE

2007 FORD TRANSIT
330 SWB 140HP RWD

Guaranteed 28,000 miles, 6 speed fsh, T & T March 13, 
electric windows, CD player,  c/locking, new tyres, one owner.

Tel: 01631 563924 or 07798721878

2002 COACHMAN
AMARA 520/4

£5995 o.v.n.o.

4 berth, new porch awning, end vanity room with shower cubicle, 
omnivent, alloy wheels, Sony CD player, new storage cover, 

excellent family van, ready to go.

Tel: 01586 551722 or 07707 002172

taxed and mot, 
46,000 miles, silver/gold, 

excellent condition.
Reg 06.

Call Dale: 
07950 253 281/ 
01866 822341

VAUXHALL
ASTRA SXI

£4500 o.v.n.o.

£3200

Yamaha Outboard
Trailer & winter cover

New oars, 
pump & floor.
Nice order.

Telephone: 
01546 602721

ARRAN
16FT

£1950 o.v.n.o.

With enclosed, lockable cuddy on strong galvanized trailer and 
with very reliable 10hp Honda 100 Cdi 4-stroke engine. Low-

rance fish finder and charging point.
Very reliable boat in ready to go fishing condition.

Telephone: 01631 720213 (after 6pm)

14FT
DAYBOAT

ARRAN 16 (2009) MARINER 9.9 
FOUR STROKE (JUST SERVICED)

£7600

Indespension trailer, fish finder, compass, 
wheel steering, excellent condition.

Tel: 01855 811092

FISHER 25 
KETCH

£29,000

A well maintained and much admired craft.
Ready for season. Ashore Crinan.

For further information please call 
01546 830226

£450 o.n.o.

Auto, 1.8 16v GLX,  metallic 
red. 80k miles, Mot March 

2013, Tax Sept 2012, Working 
air con, new front brakes, 

E/Windows
& mirrors.

Due to timewasters this car is 
still available. Great car with 

plenty of life left.
Telephone: 

01852 314018 / 
07504 054210

1999 ( T) MITSUBISHI 
CARISMA

HONDA FOREMAN
400 QUAD

£1500 o.n.o.

650Hours GARAGED

Tel: 01770 820612  (Arran)

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for 
the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

£2900

New pressure 
pump fitted.

Selling due to 
ill health. 
Must go.

New price £5,000.

Telephone: 
01688 302309

WHEELIE BIN
CLEANING
TRAILER



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

Visit the website at 
to input your details and not only will your 

ad appear online but will  also appear 
in the Oban Times, The Campbeltown 
Courier, and The Argyllshire Advertiser 

ITEMS UNDER £50 ARE FREE

alternatively you can fill in the form below 
and hand it in to any of our offices (details below)

caravans

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631

562269
24-HOUR SERVICE

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

cleaning

Unit 6 Tweedmill
Soroba Road
Oban, Argyll

Tel: 01631 565636
Fax: 01631 564724

Email: information@jmgillies.co.uk
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RGM
ALL EXTERIOR PAINTING

Roughcasting, slating, tiling, joinery work, 
UPVC cladding, full liability insurance, 

family business.
DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD

Telephone 0800 4488564 or 01259 460265.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY GATE Clipsafe auto 

to 1m,  £15 Telephone 
01838 200349 Dalmally 
(anytime).
BIN BAG FULL OF 
BABY’S clothes, 6 - 9 
months,  £25 Telephone 
01631 566475 or 07834 
640989.
BIN BAG FULL OF 
BOY’S CLOTHES 0 - 6 
months,  £25 Telephone 
01631 566475 or 07834 
640989.
BIN BAG FULL OF 
GIRL’S CLOTHES 0 - 1 
year,  £25 Telephone 01631 
566475 or 07834 640989.
BOOSTER SEAT 
Mothercare, straps on to 
chair, child can join adults 
at table, suitable from 

4,  £7 Telephone 01838 
200349.
GRACO QUATRO 
TRAVEL SYSTEM 
includes pram, carry cot, 
cosy toes, rain cover, car 

£120ono Telephone 01838 
200349 Dalmally.
HIGHCHAIR Chicco 
Happy Snack, 3 position 
seat recliner, 4 positions for 
tray and foldable for easy 

01838 200349 Dalmally 
(anytime).
REUSABLE ECO 
NAPPIES New 10 Totbots 

and liners. Incl. nappy 

RRP £120,  £45 Telephone 
01631 720674.
ROCKER Fisher Price, 
infant to toddler with 
detachable linkadoos 

position,  £15 Telephone 
01838 200349  Dalmally 
(anytime).

 BICYCLES
FULL SUSPENSION 
MOUNTAIN BIKE Felt 
Compulsion 4, used on 
only a few occasions and 

Telephone 07717 535725.

 BOOKS
C L I M B I N G 
TECHNIQUES for amateur 
and advanced illustrated 
new book,  £5 Telephone 
01631 720369.
ORIENTAL RUGS new 
with colour photos and 
descriptions on Caucasion 

720369.
PERSIAN RUGS new 
colour illustrated book on 

book,  £10 Telephone 
01631 720369.

 BUILDING / DIY
2 UPVC SINGLE 
GLAZED WINDOWS 

£49.99ono Telephone 
01546 602259².

Telephone 001631 563272.
PRE-FINISHED BEECH 

10mm any offer under £50 
considered.  Telephone 
01631 563272.
TENG INDUSTRIAL 

Telephone 07770 881788.
TITAN 1200 LTR FUEL 
TANK new, never been 
used, would suit new build,  
£200ono Telephone 07768 
198845.

 CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

DOUBLE BURNER 
STOVE AND GRILL new 
condition double burner 

Telephone 07864 853247.
INVERTOR converts 
current to run mains 
electrical appliances ideal 

as new,  £25 Telephone 
07864 853247.
LEISURE BATTERY 75ah 
leisure battery as new in a 
wood case, with connectors 

etc,  £49.50 Telephone 
07864 853247.

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

BIN BAG FULL OF 
CHILD’S clothes, 5 - 6 
years,  £25 Telephone 
01631 566475 or 07834 
640989.
BIN BAG FULL OF 
CHILD’S clothes,4 - 5 
years,  £25 Telephone 
01631 566475 or 07834 
640989.
BIN BAG FULL OF 
CHILD’S clothes, 3 - 4 
years,  £25 Telephone 01631 
566475 or 07834 640989.

BIN BAG FULL OF 
CHILD’S clothes, 2 - 3 
years,  £25 Telephone 
01631 566475 or 07834 
640989.
BIN BAG FULL OF 
CHILD’S clothes, 12 - 18 
months,  £25 Telephone 
01631 566475 or 07834 
640989.
POLO SHIRTS X 4 sweat 

01631 566475 or 07834 
640989.

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

BELKIN WIRELESS 
ROUTER cost £44.99 at 

Telephone 01631 563272.

 CREELS
PRAWN CREELS nylon 

07717 471736.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

COMBI MICROWAVE 
800W new, cost £65 sell 
for,  £49 Telephone 01631 
720036 or 07500 474630.
HOTPOINT FREEZER 

£49 Telephone 01631 
566270.

DOMESTIC PETS
BEARDIE CROSS PUPS 

natured, suitable for home 

Telephone 07799 486079.
C H O C O L A T E 
L A B R A D O R 
RETRIEVER puppies 
ready mid May, KC 

01546 860181.
HOME NEEDED 
for two 4 year old 

German Shepherds, 
one male, one female, 
both neutered, must 

Only responsible 

considered.  Home 
check will be done and 
vet reference required.  

Country situation 
and active life style 

preferred.,  Telephone 
07740 237728.

REGISTERED COLLIE 
PUPS ready now Dam 
I.McConnells CIM 
Sire B.Strachans MAC.  
Telephone 07825 038955².

 FARMING
EQUIPMENT

FLAIL MOWER for 
Quad. Not used, so perfect 
condition, ideal for bracken 

cut,  £1,475 Telephone 
01546 886275 or 07771 
981188 (Inveraray).

 FURNITURE
3 PIECE SUITE 3 piece 

£49.99 Telephone 01631 
566103.

colour, very comfortable, 
square arms and low back, 
recently cleaned,  £5 
Telephone 01631 720674.
BED BARGAIN double 

sensitive memory foam 
mattress and 2 drawers. 
Can deliver. Cost £599 will 
accept,  £200 Telephone 
07787 179251.
DOUBLE DIVAN BED 
very clean, complete 

style wooden headboard.  
Delivery free in Oban 
area,  £40 Telephone 01631 
720339².
GATELEG TABLE wooden 

- 8,  £15 Telephone 01631 
566103.
IKEA COMPUTER 
TABLE Yellow, 3ft9 X 2ft, 
drop of 2ft6, one drawer,  
£20 Telephone 07501 
081203.
THREE PIECE SUITE 

recline, £150.  Parker 
Knoll recliner chair, £50.  
Telephone 07831 877696 
or 01631 564176.

GARDEN MACHINERY
MOWER Qualcast hand 

condition,  £15 Telephone 
01631 563584. 
4WORK ELECTRIC 
MOWER with collection 

Telephone 01631 566475 
or 07834 640989.
4WORK ELECTRIC 
STRIMMER used 
once,  £25 Telephone 
01631 566475 or 07834 
640989.
ELECTRIC MOWER 
Black & Decker, 13” 
/ 33cm blades.  Grass 

order,  £25 Telephone 
01546 886679.

FLYMO MICRO LITE 

condition,  £15 Telephone 
01546 603058.
TITAN ROTAVATOR 

reasonable offer refused. 
Telephone 01866 822201.

 HEALTH AND
FITNESS

RUNNING MACHINE 

Telephone 01546 870655.

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

BATHROOM HEATER 
electric,  £10 Telephone 
01631 720271.
DIMPLEX TANGO 
FLAME EFFECT electric 

Telephone 01631 720674.
STORAGE HEATERS 

timer, £25 each or offers.  
Telephone 01631 565052 
or 07849 871196.
TWO STORAGE 

condition, only 2 years old. 
Priced each,  £80 Telephone 
01546 510332.

 HIGHLAND DRESS
GENTS FULL KILT 
OUTFIT kilt tartan 
Campbell of Cawdor, waist 

condition, tweed jacket 
chest 44” includes seal skin 
sporran, new socks, silver 

07811 781209.

 HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

johns suitable for wine 

£45 Telephone 01631 
563096.
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Blue 
& Baby Pink colours 
available in A3/A4/A5 

Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

FREE TELEVISION 

Panasonic Television with 

To be collected,  FREE! 
Telephone 01546 810358.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
SINGLE MATTRESS 

comfort and support, new 
not used,  £49.99 Telephone 
01631 566620.

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

BATHROOM CABINET 

Telephone 07501 081203.
ZANUSSI CERAMIC 
TOP DOUBLE oven with 
electric fan oven, 50cm 

£49.99 Telephone 01546 
603058.

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 

of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Always a 

friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES 
WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West 

handy and conveniently 

Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

MARINE

£20 for 4,  £ Telephone 
01631 566270.
BUOYANCY AIDS 

Telephone 01631 566270.
BUOYANCY AIDS 1 

Telephone 01631 566270.
BUOYANCY AIDS 1 

01631 566270.
DINGHY OARS 1 pair 
metal/plastic,  £5 Telephone 
01631 566270.
SEAGULL OUTBOARD 
MOTOR 2hp,  £40 
Telephone 01631 566270.
WOODEN DINGHY 
OARS 1 pair,  £5 Telephone 
01631 566270.

MARINE UNDER £250
8 FT PRAM DINGHY ply 

bare hull, unused, Taynuilt,  
£49 Telephone 07757 
785190.

MISCELLANEOUS

drive socket set, 19mm 
to 50mm sockets.  New 
unused! Cost £160,  quick 

£49.99 Telephone 07770 
881788.
TENG 3/8” SOCKET 

3/8” socket set, short and 

Dewalt 18v drill available 

Telephone 07770 881788.

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

YAMAHA ELECTRONIC 
PIANO P-60, 88 keys, 
seldom used,  £280.00 
Telephone 07526 392642 
Campbeltown².
YAMAHA PORTASOUND 

condition,  £25ono 
Telephone 01586 810175.

 PET ACCESSORIES
CATS TRAVEL BOX used 
once, new price £24.99, will 
accept,  £15ono Telephone 
01586 810175.

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

COLOUR COPYING A4/

email. A4 copies from 25p. 
Call Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

individually or by the 

Telephone 01586 554975.

 WANTED
RED DEER ANTLERS 

small quantities required.  

pieces and rams horns also 
required.  Telephone 07802 
203202².
SCRAP METAL all types 
of scrap metal, we uplift 
scrap cars, call Mr Cook, 
West Coast Scrap Metals.  
Telephone 01499 500638 
or 07787 991636. 

25th Wedding 
Anniversary Celebration
Caroline and Michael Grace 
recently celebrated their 25th 

Wedding Anniversary in style by 
hosting a party for family and 

friends at the Isle of Mull Rugby 
Club at Garmony. Donations were 
requested for Multiple Sclerosis 

Society Scotland in place of 
gifts and £700 was raised for 

this worthwhile cause. Caroline 
and Mabs would like to thank 

everyone who helped with setting 
up, food preparation and for 

all the kind wishes, cards and 
donations. A special thanks to 

Ludge for transporting the guests 
to and from the Rugby Club with 

his usual patience and good 
humour. Thanks also to Alistair, 
Ross, Andrew and Alan for their 
excellent musical entertainment. 

A truly memorable evening!

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£900

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

J Bannatyne,
Longsdale Terrace, Oban

A McGleish
Croft Avenue, Oban

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

Competition

We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB 
You may hand it into 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 
are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their 
immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

PERSONALS

Happy 21st Birthday

Sheoban

Love from your family 
and friends xx
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ECCLESIASTICAL 
NOTICES

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

MEMORIALS

CHARITY DONATIONS

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 13 May 2012

Rogation Sunday
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Holy Communion........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist............. 10.15
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
St Columba, Gruline,

Mull
Holy Communion........ 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............. 08.00
Evensong...................... 20.15
Holy Eucharist .......................
................Wed 16 May 14.30

Advance Notice
Thursday 17 May 2012

Ascension Day
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Holy Eucharist ............. 19.30
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Communion........ 19.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 13 May 2012
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

BIRTHS
MACLEAN – To Colin 
and Lorna, a son, Donnie 
James, born December 1, 
2011 at Dr Grays, Elgin, 
a brother for Harris and 
Libby.

MARRIAGES

DEATHS
CAMERON - Carol 
Margaret (née Moore), 
formerly of  Kilmelford 
died peacefully surrounded 
by family on May 4, 2012.
Daughter of John, sister of 
Linda, mother of Laura, 
granny of Craig, wife of 
Said and aunt of John and 
Peter. Funeral service at 
Cardross Crematorium on 
Friday, May 11 at 2.15pm.

but if desired, donations 
to Vale of Leven Cancer 
Unit.
JACKSON - Peacefully, 
after a long illness, at 
the Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Lochgilphead on May 5 
2012, Margaret Johnson 
Jackson, (née Cameron), 
in her 82nd year, of 
Willowbank, Pier Road, 
Tarbert, beloved wife of the 
late Neil Jackson, and much 
loved mum of Neil and the 
late Shona.  A dear sister, 
aunt and cousin to all the 
family.  A good neighbour 
and dear friend to many.  
Funeral Service will be held 
at Cardross Crematorium 
on Friday, May 11 at 
11.15am, followed by 
a memorial service at 
Tarbert Free Church, at 

only please.  Donations, 
if desired, to Tarbert 
Nursing Aid.
MACCORQUODALE - 
Peacefully, at North 
Argyll House, Oban, 
on Wednesday, May 2, 
2012, in her 87th year, 
Alice MacCorquodale, 
(née Dickson), formerly 
of Dunbeg and Millpark 
Avenue, Oban, much 
loved mum of Ronnie and 
Mairi, devoted granny 
to her grandchildren and 
great grandchildren.
MACCOWAN – St 
Abbs (formerly Oban) 
Ian, at BGH on April 11, 
2012, following a short 
illness, husband of the 
late Agnes, dear father, 
grandfather and great 
grandfather. Thanks to all 
staff at BGH, Eyemouth 
and Coldingham Heath 
Centres. Paramedics, 
friends, neighbours and 
David Martin Funeral 
Directors. Special 
thanks to Pastor Stephen 
Bender and congregation 
at Eyemouth Free 
Baptist Church. Interred 
Eyemouth Cemetery 
16/4/2012.
MACMILLAN - 
Peacefully, at the 
Campbeltown Hospital, 
on May 2, 2012, Isabella 
Morrison (Bella), in her 
94th year, Westering 
Home, Killeonan, dearly 
beloved wife of the late 
Neil MacMillan, much 
loved mother of Dugald, 
Ishbel and Neil and a 
loving and much loved 
granny and great granny.  
At Bella’s request the 
funeral will be private.
ROBERTS - Peacefully 
at the Lynn of Lorne Care 
Home, Benderloch, on 
Wednesday May 2, 2012, 
in her 81st year, Marita 
(née MacEachen), much 
loved mum of Catherine, 
Christine and the late 
David, a loving mother-
in-law, aunt, granny and 
friend. Sorely missed.
RUSSELL - Martin 
Donald - taken to meet 
his Maker, on  May 1, 
2012, in his 28th year, a 
loving son, brother, uncle, 
nephew and friend.

MEMORIAL SERVICE
GULLY - Fiona Margaret 
(nee Mackenzie). A service 
of thanksgiving for the life 
of Fiona will be held at 
12:30 pm this Friday at St.
John’s Cathedral in Oban, 
and a wake afterwards at 
the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

BUCHANAN - Jim and 
family would like to thank 
all who attended the funeral 
service and for all kind 
expressions of sympathy, 

received during their recent 
sad loss of  Irene. Thanks 
also to local ambulance crew 
and staff at Ayr Hospital 
for care and attention, to 
Meg and Alex for help and 
support and J & J Lindsay 
for funeral arrangements 
and the Rev Ian McLachlan 
for spiritual comfort.

CAMPBELL - Helen.
Following the sudden 
and tragic death of Helen 
Campbell on March 15, 
2012, I would like to thank 
everyone for their support 
and kind words during this 

that knew and met Helen 
were instantly touched 
by her cheerful, happy 
nature and her infectious 
personality.  Ever thoughtful 
towards others and never 

kindness was so abundant, 
it is impossible to put into 
words. Unfortunately Helen 
became very ill in early 
January, being admitted to the 
Belford Hospital for 5 days.  
After successful treatment 
and being discharged from 
hospital, Helen’s health 
soon began to seriously 
deteriorate.  However, 
despite endless attempts 
to have her deteriorating 
condition diagnosed and 
treated she was given 
no short  term recovery 
prospects and even resorted 
to homeopathic medicine.  
Helen truly believed that she 
was never going to recover 
and would soon become a 
burden to those she loved 
so dearly.  Heartbreakingly 
she took the decision to end 
it all, once again, thinking 
of others and not herself.  
Following the post mortem, 
we now know that Helen 
was displaying and suffering 
from a very serious heart 
condition, rendering her 
unbearably ill.  This piece 
has been written for all who 
knew and loved Helen and 
deserve an explanation.  
She will be forever missed 
and loved, she will surely 
be cared for now, and 
may she rest in peace.
- Douglas Lamont (Cookie).
CAMPBELL- The 
family of the late Neil 
Campbell would like to 
thank neighbours, friends 
and relatives for all their 

calls and support following 
their recent sad loss. Thanks 
to Dr Munro & Jan for their 
wonderful & compassionate 
care towards our Dad at the 
time of his passing. And to 
Dr Astill and all at Bunessan 
Surgery for the excellent 
care he has received in 
recent years. Sincere thanks 
to John Wagstaff for a 
very moving and heartfelt 
service. To Neil for piping 
and Alasdair for the Gaelic 
singing. Thanks to the 
Argyll Arms Hotel, and to 
Linda, Elizabeth and Emily 
for the fantastic spread of 
food. Also, to John and Iain 
for their wonderful tributes 
at the hotel. Lastly thanks 
to the huge crowd of people 
that came from near and far 
to pay their last respects to 
our Dad. He would have 
been delighted with his send 
off, especially seeing so 
many with a dram in their 
hand! Slainte Mhath!
MACCORMICK - The 
family of the late Morag 
would like to thank everyone 
for the kind expressions of 
sympathy received since 
their sad loss.Thanks to 
Rev Linda Pollock for 
funeral service, Falkirk Co-
op Funeral Care and Iain 
MacDougall for professional 
services, Argyll Arms Hotel 
for catering and to all who 
paid their respects at church 
and graveside.
MACNEILL - Hughie and 
the family would like to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the 
many kind expressions of 
sympathy shown at the sad 
loss of Annie. The support 
has been greatly appreciated.
Special thanks to Tweeddale 
surgery for the kindness 
and care shown to Annie 
and the family, to Ewen and 
staff at McLellan and Co.
and to Rev Dr Varwell for a 
comforting service.
RAE - Chrissie, Angus and 
Lindsay would like to thank 
all neighbours and friends 
for the love and support 
extended to us in so many 
ways. Thank you to all 
who came from near and 
far to pay their respects at 
the church and graveyard.
A special thank you to 
Rev Moira Herkes, to Tom 
MacCallum for music, the 
session clerk and elders of 
Duror Parish Church for the 
lovely service to celebrate 
Bill’s long life. Thanks also 
to Mike McFall, funeral 

and sensitive handling of 
arrangements. Shiona at 
MacDonald Brothers for the 

Hotel for their welcome 
and refreshments. A thank 
you seems inadequate for 
the Ballachullish Medical 

Centre, Doctors Calder 
and Wilmington, Meg the 
practice nurse, reception 
staff and district nurses.
Your loving care over the 

never be forgotten. Thanks 
to Macmillan nurses 
Michelle and Jane for your 
support and visits which 
Bill enjoyed so much, last 
but no means least, a big 
thank you to his carers, 
Mary, Angela and Shona, 
you are special.  The sum 
of £700 was collected at the 
church for the Ballachulish 
Medical Centre and the 
Macmillan nurses.

MEMORIAMS
BRAIDWOOD - Loving 
memories of our beloved 
sons and brothers John-
Daniel May 14, 2003, aged 
21 and Jason John February 
22, 2007, aged 34.
Dearly loved and missed 
always.
- From all the family.
MACCORMICK – In 
loving memory of our dear 
sisters, Hersey who died on 
May 18, 1986 and Nan who 
died on May 18, 2006.  Also 
loved ones gone before.
Lovingly remembered.
- Inserted by their sister and 
brother and their families.
MACCRIMMON - 
Treasured memories of 
my sister Jean, who passed 
away on May 13, 2011.
 Think about you every day.
- Mairi.
MACDONALD - 
Treasured memories of a 
wife and mother Marilyn 
(MacArthur), who passed 
away May 10,1998 .
Forever in our hearts
Always in our thoughts.
- Billy, Morven, William 
and Andrea.
MACDOUGALL – In 
loving memory of Dugald 
a loving husband, dad and 
pop.
Always in our thoughts.
- Emma and Family
MACDOUGALL - 
In loving memory of Dougie 
a loving and caring dad and 
pop.  Dearly missed.
- Shona, Jamie and Hazel
MACKENZIE - Cherished 
memories of my beloved 
partner Donald John, died 
May 8, 2009.
I have lost my soul 
companion
A life linked to my own
You’re still mine to 
remember
A partner proud to own
Sadly missed.
- Morag Ann, Bayview, 
Morar.
MACLEOD – In loving 
memory of a dear mum, 
mother-in-law, gran and 
great-gran Margaret (Rita) 
who died May 10, 2005.
Always in our thoughts.
- Sandra, Denis and family. 
MACPHEE - In loving 
memory of our father, 
Alexander (Sandy), who 
died at his home, Coire-
Leis, Camaghael on May 
11, 1974.
A beautiful memory dearer 
than gold
Of the dad we loved
And always will
We miss you dad.
- Your loving daughter, 
Mary and family and son 
Alex and family.
MARSHALL - In loving 
memory of my dearest wife 
Betty who passed away on 
May 11, 2008,
Although we cannot see 
you 
It’s plain that you are still 
here
For every day your 
memory
Makes all our actions clear
inserted by Steve
MILLER – In loving 
memory of my dear husband 
Peter, died May 13, 2008.
Time is moving swiftly by
Love and memories never 
die.
- Your loving wife Betty, 
son George, papa to Carla 
and Rebecca.
MILLER – Loving dad 
and papa
A golden heart stopped 
beating
Hard working hands at rest
God broke my heart
To prove to me he only 
takes the best.
- Isobel, Cammy and 
Jacqui.
MILLER – In loving 
memory of Peter.
4 ever in our thoughts
Miss you always Papa
- Love Kirsty, Clinton, 
Shannon and Ayden.
MILLER – Gone but will 
never be forgotten
Grand daughter Joleen
Great PaPa to Alanna xx
STEELE - Loving 
memories of our dad Ian, 
who died May 9, 1984.
- Morag and Alan.
STEPHEN - In loving 
memory of our dear dad and 
papa, William (Bill), who 
died May 13, 1987.
Quietly today your memory 
we treasure
Missing you always
Forgetting you never.
Love always.
- George, Derek, William, 
Katie, Fiona and families.
WATT - In loving memory 
of our mother Mary Watt 
(Mamie), who died May 
12,1984.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- Catherine and family, 
Tobermory.
- Arthur, Sheena and family, 
Alexandria.

SPREADBURY /KELSO
Charles and Hazel are 
delighted to announce 

the birth of their beautiful 
baby girl, Lucie, on 

Monday, April 30, 2012, 
a little sister for Charlie, 

Alyssa and Aimee. Special 
thanks to all at Oban 

Maternity, especially to 
Elayne and Eilidh for 

making sure Lucie arrived 
safe and sound.

MEMORIALS

But they that wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

We want to renew and gain new strength. We want to 
mount up with wings like eagles. We want to run through 
this life and not get weary. We want to walk through our 
problems and not become faint.

But how many of us really know how to do these things? 
How many of us actually experience what this verse is 

talking about? 
How often do we feel really down, defeated, feel there is 

no where to turn? 
In order for us to renew and gain new strength, to mount 

up with eagle’s wings, to run and not get weary, to walk and 

something in order for the strength in this verse to come to 
pass in our lives. So what is it that we need to do? What is 
the key that unlocks the strength in this verse? How do we 
obtain this strength that we need to live from day to day? 

It is really so simple we wait on the Lord.
So how exactly do we “wait” upon the Lord? 
The best analogy that I can think of is the one we have 

been using of the rope. A rope is made up of many strands 
and so is our relationship with God. The more “strands” that 
we weave into our relationship with God, the more strength 
He gives to us.

Let’s look at some more strands that make up this rope.
Keep your focus on God; Study the Bible daily; Pray daily; 
Attend church regularly; Learn from Christian friends; Tell 
others about your faith in Jesus Christ.

I pray for the day when we all mount up with wings like 
eagles.

Bill Harvey, Elder Church of Scotland

Thought for the Week

KILMELFORD was the setting for a United Service of 
churches recently.

The group of churches which comprise Nether Lorn 
Church of Scotland met at Kilmelford Church last Sunday.

Majors John and Joan Swan of the Salvation Army presented food hygiene certificates to volunteers at Oban’s HOPE 
Kitchen, which provides food and fellowship to anyone who is affected by poverty, homelessness, mental health 

problems of loneliness. The charity provides an evening meal on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday evenings from 
7pm – 9pm and drop-in sessions on Monday and Friday afternoons from the Salvation Army Church in Stevenson 

Street. 15_t19hope01

ST PAUL’S Episcopal Church Kinlochleven raised £710 for 
church funds by catering for followers of the Pre – 65 Motor 
Cycle Trials last week.

A WEEKEND of fun for all the family is on offer, thanks to 
Taynuilt Churches Together.

Starting at 4pm on Saturday, the afternoon starts with a 
fancy dress wheelbarrow race, with prizes for the quickest 
time, best dressed and wheelbarrow.

Other activities on the Saturday include face painting, 
hoop races and twister for the kids, while adults can take 
part in football obstacle courses, horseshoe throwing and 
boules.  A barbecue and concert follows that evening.

Following Sunday morning services at The Visitation and 
Muckairn Parish Church, there will be a soup and sandwich 
lunch at 1pm, followed by a Ecumenical service, all at the 
Village Hall.

Weekend of fun 
ahead at Taynuilt

Churches unite at Kilmelford

St Paul’s cater for bike enthusiasts

Eilidh makes a
difference in Nairobi

HAVING ‘popped off’ to Nairobi for six months, 
Oban’s Eilidh Campbell is helping single mothers 
combat poverty and disease – dodging grenades on 
the way.

While Eilidh had previously spent 18 months in 
Malawi with local charity, Mary’s Meals, her latest 
African trip to volunteer with Single Mothers’ As-
sociation Kenya (SMAK) has been an eye-opener.

As expected, weather, facilities and living 
conditions all differ vastly from what is on offer in 

after four grenades were detonated in an area she 
had passed through less than two hours previously.

It was a shock to the system, but Eilidh hasn’t let 
the experience put her off her charitable work, and 
she remains committed to helping single mothers as 
much as possible.

She said: ‘I’m living with a Kenyan family in 
Nairobi who are very kind and welcoming and have 
taught me to make Kenyan food like chapattis and 
proper chai tea.

‘They keep telling me Scottish people are ‘strong’ 

that! 
‘Living in Nairobi is a bit of a contrast to Oban, 

it’s hectic and polluted and, there being few white 
people in the area I live and work in, I get a lot of 
attention from people shouting ‘mzungu’ - Swahili 
for white person - or calling me random names such 
as Jane or Joyce.

‘If people in Argyll think we suffer with the roads, 
try spending a day driving around Nairobi. Many of 
the roads in the city are dirt tracks and are covered 
in potholes which the matatus – minibuses - charge 

‘On the evening of Saturday, March 12, four 
grenades were thrown out of a car window towards 
Machakos Country Bus Station in Nairobi - around 
an hour and a half after we had driven past the sta-
tion on our way home from town.

‘At least six people were killed and many injured.
The next morning we got up unnaturally early for a 
Sunday and went to catch a bus to Western Kenya 
from the scene of the attack.’

Having seen the good work of SMAK does – lend-
ing her own considerable contribution along the way 
- Eilidh is hoping to make the charity even more 
effective, by helping raise £2,000 for the cause.

Oban girl uses 
her experience 
in Malawi to help 
children in Kenya

Doing so would see SMAK 
complete the GlobalGiving 
Foundation’s Open Challenge.

Bonawe’s Eilidh said: ‘In Nai-
robi there are so many charities 
and non-government organisa-

stand out from the crowd.
‘SMAK has so much potential 

to help the community. Ac-
tivities include HIV testing and 
counselling, an internet café 
where young people can also 
receive IT lessons, providing 
a safe meeting place for young 
people after school and the 
daycare, which we are currently 
trying to fundraise for.

‘Since I arrived in January I 
have helped with communica-
tions, setting up a blog and 
Facebook page and have also 
started fundraising.

‘We have until the end of April 

to raise £2,000 in order to gain 
a permanent spot on Global 
Giving, so we would really ap-
preciate any small donation.

‘If we meet this target, we will 
be given a permanent spot on 
Global Giving’s website, where 

from corporate relationships, 
exposure to a new supporter 
network, and access to online 
fundraising tools.’

SMAK does not currently have 
an online fundraising platform, 
so a permanent page on Global 
Giving would be a big boost to 
the charity, Eilidh added.

To donate SMAK and help it 
towards its £2,000 target, log 
on to www.globalgiving.co.uk/
pr/10300/proj10201a.html.

Eilidh’s blog, Out of Oban, 
can be found at eilidhkenya.
blogspot.co.uk.

Eilidh got a reminder of home as the Kenyan rainy season started this week, just 
when she was taking five-year-old SMAK youngster, Dan, into town. 

Part of Eilidh’s work with SMAK is to help look after young 
mothers’ children, a simple yet essential service.

FUDGE – MACNICOL 
The wedding took place 

between Gareth and 
Sheila on May 5, 2012.  

A magical day.



(Throw-ups 2.30 unless stated)

Artemis Macaulay Cup 
1st Round
Oban Celtic v Bute
Robert Baxter
Glenorchy v Oban camanachd
Duncan Kelly
Inveraray v Kyles Athletic
Ted MacDonald 3pm
Taynuilt v GMA
Billy Wotherspoon
Glenurquhart v Kilmallie
Evan MacRae 3pm
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore
Graham Cameron 12 noon
Lochaber v Kingussie
Deek Cameron
Lovat v Fort William
Graham Irving 3pm

Bullough Cup
1st Round
Inveraray v Kyles Athletic
Gus Campbell 12 noon
Bute v Aberdour
Duncan kerr
Tayforth v ColGlen 
Eric Morrison

Strathdearn Cup
2nd Round
Kinlochshiel v Glengarry
John Macleod 3pm
Lochcarron v Kilmallie
John Angus Gillies 12 noon
Beauly v Lochaber
Neil Ferguson 12 noon
Skye v Kingussie
Daniel MacRae
Lochbroom v Fort William
Kevin Cheesemen
Lovat v Aberdeen Uni
Robert Morrison 12 noon
Boleskine v Inverness
Ronnie Campbell
Glenurquhart v Strathglass
Graeme Irvine 12 noon

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Beauly v Caberfeidh
Innes Wood 3pm
Lochcarron v Skye
Callum Duff 3pm
Inverness v Strathglass
John Matheson

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Strachur v Kilmory
George O’Tourke

Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Strathspey v Caberfeidh
John Sloggie

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Ballachulish v GMA
Colin MacDonald
at Black Parks, Fort William
Lochside Rvrs v Ardnamurchan
Lachie Wood

Results
Saturday 28 April 2012

Fixtures
Saturday 12 May 2012

The Orion Group Premiership
  P       W       D       L       F        A     Pts
Newtonmore 8        6        1        1      32      12      13
Lovat  8        4        3        1      19      14      11 
Kyles Athletic 8        4        2        2      22      17      10
Kinlochshiel 9        4        2        3      25      20      10
Kingussie  8        4        1        3      18      18        9
Glenurquhart 7        3        1        3      13      16        7 
Fort William 7        2        2        3      11      13        6   
Inveraray  7        3        0        4        6      15        6 
Bute  8        0        3        5        5      15        3 
Kilmallie  8        1        1        6      10      22        3 

Marine Harvest North Division 1  
                                  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts 
Lochaber  5        4        1        0      23        5        9 
Beauly  6        3        1        2      14       14       7 
Skye  4        3        0        1      11       11       6 
Inverness  5        1        2        2        9      10        4
Lochcarron 6        1        2        3        9      17        4 
Caberfeidh 4        1        1        2        9      11        3 
Strathglass 6        1        1        4      11       18       3 

Marine Harvest South Division 1
  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts      
Glasgow MA 7        5        0         2     17        9        10 
Oban Camanchd 4        4        0        0      17        2        8
Glenorchy  5        4        0        1      10        4        8 
Kilmory  6        2        2        2      16       13       6
Taynuilt  6        1        2        3        6      15        4 
Aberdour  6        2        0        4        7      16        4  
Strachur  7        1        1        5        6      13        3 
Oban Celtic 5        1        1        3        6      13        3 

Marine Harvest North Division 2
  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts
Newtonmore 8        7        0        1      38        6      14 
Skye  6        3        2        1      15        8        8 
Glengarry  6        4        0        2      13        8        8 
Aberdeen Uni 8        3        2        3      11      16        8 
Glenurquhart 7        3        1        3      15      15        7  
Kinlochshiel 8        2        3        3      15      24        7 
Lochaber  8        2        2        4      19      31        6 
Kingussie  7        1        3        3      14      17        5 
Lovat  8        2        1        5      12      24        5
Fort William 6        2        0        4        7      10        4 

Marine Harvest South Division 2
  P       W       D       L       F       A      Pts
Lochside Rovers 9        9        0        0      52       11     18 
Tayforth  8        6        0        2      26       10     12 
Kyles Athletic 7        5        0        2      22       12     10
Ballachulish 7        5        0        2      14       11      10 
Col Glen  8        4        1        3      18       20       9 
Inveraray  9        2        3        4      17       26       7
Bute  7        3        0        4      19       13       6 
Ardnamurchan 8        2        1        5      23       21       5 
Glasgow MA 9        1        0        8        7       47       2 
Aberdour  8        0        1        7       9        36       1 
Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts
Beauly  7        7        0        0      40         3      14
Boleskine  7        6        1        0      35         9      13 
Lochbroom 9        6        1        2      20       11       13 
Kilmallie  8        4        1        3      23       22        9 
Lochcarron 7        3        1        3      19       15        7 
Caberfeidh 6        3        0        3      13       15        6 
Inverness  9        2        1        6        8       29        5
 Lewis Camanachd 8        1        2        5      12       28        4 
Strathglass 7        1        1        5        8       29        3 
Strathspey 8        0        2        6      14       31        2 

League Tables 

SHINTY

Orion Group Premiership
Newtonmore 3 Fort William 0
Glenurquhart 3 Kingussie 3
Kilmallie 2 Kinlochshiel 1
Kyles 2 Lovat 2
Inveraray 1 Bute 0
Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Fort William 2 Newtonmore 1
Kingussie 3 Glenurquhart 3
Kinlochshiel 2 Skye 2
Lovat 0 Aberdeen Uni 1
Marine Harvest 
North Division 3
Beauly w/o Kilmallie
Boleskine 7 Lewis Camanachd 1
Lochbroom 1 Strathspey 0
Inverness 3 Strathglass 2  
Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Strachur 0 Glenorchy 2
Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Inveraray 1 Ballachulish 2
Ardnamurchan 10 Aberdour 3
Bute 0 Kyles Athletic 1
Col Glen 0 Lochside Rovers 8
GMA 1 Tayforth 4
Scottish Hydro
Camanachd Cup
GMA 4 Oban Camanachd 2
Oban Celtic 1 Beauly 3
Skye 5 Caberfeidh 2
Strathglass 5 Aberdour 2
Lochaber 8 Lochcarron 0
Kilmory 3 Taynuilt 2
Strathdearn Cup
Glengarry 3 Caberfeidh 1

MANY of the 16 team taking 

round of this season’s Artemis 
Macaulay Cup are hoping that 
a break from league shinty will 
see teams rediscover their form.

BUTE manager Barry Martin 
is hoping this weekend’s cup tie 
against Oban Celtic will offer an 
opportunity to put a recent run 
of bad results behind them.

His side has only picked up 
three points in their opening 
eight Premier league games of 
the season, with Saturday’s 1-0 
defeat at the hands of Inveraray 
leaving them tied on points at 
the bottom with Kilmallie and 
three points adrift of third bot-
tom Inveraray.

While he admits he is disap-
pointed by his team’s result 
against Inveraray, he’s hopeful 

have a more positive outcome.
He said: ‘I would have liked to 

get something out of the Invera-
ray game last Saturday, and now 
there’s a bit of a gap forming 
but we’ve only played two home 
games so far so we’ve got a run 
of them to come.  

‘We had some good results 
against Oban Celtic last season, 
but we can’t take that for granted 
in the cup.  They’re doing not 
too bad just now and we’ll have 
to play well.

‘We’ve got a good defence – we 
don’t lose many goals and our 
scorelines are always very close.  
We just have to start scoring.’

He’s hoping a few goals against 
Oban Celtic will help boost the 

‘This weekend we’re playing, 
- no disrespect to Oban Celtic 
- a lesser team and hopefully 
we’ll be able to put in a decent 
scoreline.’

OBAN CELTIC go into this 

of a Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup exit at the hands of Beauly.

‘It was always going to be 
tough,’ said Celtic’s manager 
Davy Hamilton after watching 
his side go down 3-1 to Beauly 

team though and praised their 

expects will be another tough 
test.

‘It will be a hard game,’ he 

all cylinders but they are a big, 
physical team, which will prob-
ably help them against us.

‘You can get around that by 

Again, we’ve got the match at 
-

face and it’ll be an open game.  
We’ll just have to knuckle down 

and if we show the effort we did 
on Saturday there’s no reason we 
can’t equip ourselves well.

‘If we’d taken a couple of the 
chances we had we could have 
won the game.  

‘If we’d scored the second 
chance before half time, who 
knows?

‘I’m quite pleased with the 
boys – they were unfortunate 
not to win.’

Having played out two 
tense cup ties against Oban 
Camanachd already this year, 
GLENORCHY manager, Allan 
MacKechnie is hoping his side 
can edge out their South Divi-
sion One rivals on Macaulay 
Cup duty on Saturday.

His team go into the tie on 

Strachur last weekend, but has 
warned his players the visiting 
Camanachd side will be hurting 
after suffering a 4-2 defeat at the 
hands of Glasgow Mid Argyll.

However, history tells him 
this weekend’s encounter will 
be close, with March’s Scottish 
Cup tie resulting in two nil-nil 
draws before the Oban side won 
in extra time in the replay.

‘We’ve got nothing to fear,’ 

games, we deserved to win. In 
the second, they did, so it’ll be 
a tight game.  

‘I’m hoping we manage to 
swing it round this time.’

John Surtain delivered his 
manager a timely boost by 
scoring in Saturday’s comfort-
able 2-0 win over Strachur, a 
match hastily arranged after the 

the league’s card. Lorne Brown 
netted the other in a match the 
visitors dominated from start to 

Meanwhile, James Livingstone 
and Keiran MacKay are continu-
ing their recoveries from injury.

Allan said: ‘John was out for a 
long time with a hamstring but 
he’s played the last couple of 
games and is running into a bit 
of form.  

‘But that’s three that’s been 
missing for one reason or another 
and they’re coming back now. 
Hopefully, that will mean people 
will be pushing for places and 
showing us what they can do.’

OBAN CAMANACHD
co-manager, Andrew Pearson, 
says his players must improve 
their attitude if they are to knock 
Glenorchy out of the Macaulay 
Cup.

His team was demolished by 

by Glasgow Mid Argyll on Ca-
manachd Cup duty last Saturday 
in a performance he described as 
‘absolutely terrible,’ but he still 
believes his players have what 
it takes to clinch success in the 
competition if they play to their 
potential.

He said: ‘If they perform the 
way they can they could beat just 
about anybody.  We’ve seen it in 
training, it’s just getting them to 
do it week in, week out.

‘Even if we have to make 
changes, they still should play 
better than they did on Satur-
day.

‘It wouldn’t bother me so 
much if they put in the effort 
but that was one of the worst 
performances I’ve seen from 
them.  Hopefully they can pick 
themselves back up.’

Missing last week were 
Scott MacMillan, Ian ‘Scally’ 
MacMillan and Malcolm Clark, 
while Ally Dunn also missed out. 
All four are back for Camanachd 
for this weekend’s tie, but their 
absence was sorely felt against 
Glasgow Mid Argyll.

‘They were the better side. 
We scored one quick goal from 
a free hit when they were still 
arguing but they were by far the 
better team.  

‘I just don’t understand how 
we can play so bad after playing 
so well against Strathglass the 
previous week.

‘It’s something we’ll be talking 
about in training this week.’

GLENURQUHART will 

round of the cup at Blairbeg Park 
on Saturday.

The premiership sides met in 
the league on the opening day 
of the season, with Glen coming 
from 2-1 down to win 3-2 with a 
late goal from Eddie Tembo.

KILMALLIE, picked up 

season against Kinlochshiel last 
weekend - now the challenge 
will be to transfer that level of 
performance to the MacAulay.

Kilmallie’s cause will be aided 
by the return of forward Michael 
Rodger from suspension and 
Martin Stewart from a holiday, 
but the priceless victory over 
Kinlochshiel came at a price.

Peter Carmichael sustained a 
nasty blow to his foot and had 

MacAllister took a knock on 
his injured leg and also had to 
depart the action.

Kilmallie chairman Hugh 
MacIntyre said: ‘We won’t know 
until Friday how they are and 
we won’t make a decision until 
then.’

He added: ‘Glenurquhart are 
a good team. In recent games 
they have beaten us, and we 
have beaten them, so it will be 
tough.’

KINGUSSIE will be keen to 
avoid a slip up in the Macaulay 
Cup when they visit Spean 
Bridge to take on unbeaten north 
division one side Lochaber.

Kings assistant Jimmy Gow 
told The Oban Times he was 
well aware the threat Lochaber 
could pose to his side.

He said: ‘It’ll be a hard game, 
they’re going really well and 
Shaun Nicolson is scoring goals 
for fun at the moment. 

‘I haven’t seen them at all this 
year but they’re doing great and 
we won’t be taking them lightly.

‘I think we’ll have everyone 
available, we’re getting back to 
pretty much full strength.’

Kingussie fought out a 3-3 
draw with in-form Glenurquhart 
at Blairbeg Park last weekend. 

Ronald Ross scored twice with 
Martin Dallas grabbing Kings 
other goal.

Gow said: ‘I think it was a fair 
result, both sides would probably 
say the same thing. Glenurqu-
hart probably had the better of 

have been a couple up before 
they scored. And we played a bit 
better in the second half.’

LOCHABER manager 
Michael Delaney insists his side 
will be the underdogs against 
Kingussie.

The Spean Bridge side are 
-

sion one but Delaney said that 
Kingussie were still favourites 
for the game.

underdogs. Kingussie are a 
hard team to play against. They 
didn’t get off to the best start but 

‘Since Ronald Ross has come 
back into the side he’s given 

just with the goals but with his 
all round play.

‘It will be an interesting game 
because it’ll let us see where we 
are in the scheme of things.’

Lochaber thrashed Lochcar-

Camanachd Cup last weekend. 
Zands Ferguson opened the scor-

two goals from Scott Paterson 
made the half time score 3-0.

Lochaber ran riot in the second 
45, with Paterson grabbing two 
more to complete his hat trick, 
Stuart Callison getting a brace 
and Ryan Toal adding a goal. 
Ferguson rounded off the scoring 
with a strike in the last minute.

NEWTONMORE manager 
Norman MacArthur is expecting 
a much improved performance 
when they take on Kinlochshiel.

‘More defeated Fort William 
3-0 at The Eilan last weekend, 
but despite the scoreline, their 
manager was far from pleased 
with how his team played.

He said: ‘I thought we were 
terrible. 

‘That’s the worst I’ve seen 
Newtonmore play for about two 
year. We just didn’t play well at 
all, but Fort William had a very 
young side out.

‘It was good we still got the 
win but its more satisfying when 
we play better, even if we only 
win 1-0. 

‘But we got the two points at 
least, and that was the objec-
tive.’

The premiership leaders should 
have a full squad available for 
this Saturday’s game against 
‘Sheil. The teams met in March 
with ‘More winning a hard 
fought game 4-2.

MacArthur said: ‘I’m expect-
ing a really hard game. They’re 
a really good side if they’ve got 

KINLOCHSHIEL will look 
to the young MacRae brothers 
Duncan ‘Ach’ and Oliver, with 
both likely to feature.

The teenagers, aged 18 and 
16 respectively, have proved in-
valuable to coach Johnston Gill 
as he seeks to juggle his limited 
squad in the face of injuries to 
key players.

Gill is acutely aware of the 
type of challenge Newtonmore 
will present to his youthful team 
– but is relishing the chance to 
take on shinty’s best.

He told The Oban Times: ‘We 
will need our players to be at 
their very best on Saturday if we 
are to have any chance of getting 
a result.

‘The question is – how do you 
stop Newtonmore? I don’t think 
there are many teams that are 
going to do that this year. They 

‘We are kind of up and down 
with injuries and have not been 
able to play a settled team for a 
few weeks.

‘Duncan ‘Ach’ has really made 
a place for himself in the team 
and although Oliver is only 16, 
he has been a big plus for us as 
well. He will be in contention 
against Newtonmore.’

A decision on John Don Mac-

later in the week, Gill said.
This cup tie will have an early 

start - with referee Graham cam-
eron getting the match underway 
at 12 noon.

The Macaulay Cup has been 
something of a hoo-doo for 
FORT WILLIAM in recent 
years – and the An Aird men will 
have their work cut out against 
Lovat on Saturday to progress to 
the second round.

The Fort’s Premier league 
form has been indifferent of late 
with successive defeats by Lovat 
then Newtonmore last Saturday 
blunting their title prospects.

The 3-0 loss to ‘More was 
partly down to a depleted squad, 
with Gary Innes, Alex Duncan, 
Stevie Stewart and Liam MacIn-
tyre all missing.

Of that quartet, Fort coach 
Peter MacIntyre is only likely to 
have Gary Innes back – and has 
been handed another selection 
headache by the enforced ab-
sence of Niall MacPhee through 
work commitments.

MacIntyre told The Oban 
Times
getting a squad on the park, but 
we just have to get on with it.

‘We brought Sean Cruikshank 

week at wing centre and he 
covered every inch of grass on 
that pitch – he was absolutely 
outstanding.

‘He proved himself against a 

will come into contention for a 
place again.

‘Lovat put us out of the 
Macaulay last year and we have 

We would love to be involved in 

LOVAT will look to build on 

at Balgate Park on Saturday.
The Kiltarlity men shocked 

the Fort 4-2 at Black Parks in 
the league just two weeks ago 

draw against Kyles at Strachur 
last weekend. 

Coach Allan MacRae will 
have Lorne MacKay back from 
suspension, but will be without 
defender Calum Cruden, who 
swaps places with MacKay on 
the suspended list.

James Grieve, absent because 
of holiday commitments last 
week, could come in as a re-
placement.

MacRae is expecting a tough 
match – but is glad his squad will 
be spared another away game 
after the marathon excursion to 
deepest Argyll.

He told The Oban Times: ‘At 
the least the game’s at home 
so that saves us a big journey 
like last week. We are looking 

cup – it’s a wee change from the 
league.

‘When we played Fort William 

STRACHURMORE Sports 

its new pitch on July 14.
The full programme is yet 

to be announced, but the 
Strachur pitch, funded by 
SportScotland, has already 
hosted a number of games, 
including shinty team Kyles 
recent clashes with Kilmalie 
and Lovat.

at Black Parks last time they 
were really dangerous, although 
we came into our own in the sec-
ond half. It was a tight game and 
I would expect the same again.’

Lovat are now the biggest 
challengers to Orion Group Pre-
miership leaders Newtonmore 
after Lewis Tawse and Greg 
Matheson strikes secured the 
draw at Kyles.

Artemis Macaulay Cup hold-
ers KYLES ATHLETIC will 
travel to the Winterton Park, 

round Macaulay Cup tie in the 
knowledge that they will face an 
INVERARAY team which has 
its sights on the Macaulay Final 
in Oban in August.

In a stop-start season, Kyles 
-

sistancy they enjoyed last year 

their biggest hurdles in main-
taining their grip on the trophy.

Away from Macaulay Cup ac-
tion, SKYE Camanachd return 
to league duty against local rivals 
Lochcarron this weekend after 
overcoming Caberfeidh 5-2 in 
their Scottish Hydro Camanachd 

Laoch on Saturday.
Coach Willie MacRae is 

expecting Iain Nicolson and 
Shaun Hedley to be available 
after missing the cup clash, but 
Gilleasbuig MacDonald’s dislo-

the sidelines for another week.
Chris Rose made an impres-

sive debut against Cabers, but 
MacRae may ask him to return 
to second team duty on Saturday 
for Skye’s Strathdearn Cup sec-
ond round tie against Kingussie.

Rose – who recently returned 
to shinty after playing football 
for several years – looks to have 

player.

on all the time,’ Macrae said. 
‘But the second team have a big 
game against Kingussie and I 
will possibly leave him out – but 
that depends if the boys are back 
from injury.’

He added: ‘Derby games are 
always very tight and everybody 
raises their game that wee bit 
– but we want to keep on Loch-
aber’s coat tails.’

Neil MacVicar gave Skye the 
lead against Caberfeidh, but the 
visitors edged 2-1 ahead before 
Jordan Murchison levelled early 
in the second half.

Further goals from MacVicar, 
Danny Morrison and Murchison 
ensured the Skyemen’s passage 
into the next round.

LOCHCARRON will be 
looking to bounce back from 
last weekend’s humbling against 
Lochaber in the Camanachd 
Cup when they travel to near 
neighbours Skye.

Andrew MacKenzie’s side have 
had a tough start to the season, 
only picking up one win from 

MacKenzie told The Oban 
Times he was focusing on bring-
ing through younger players 
and building a squad for next 
season.

Lochcarron conceded in the 
opening minute last Saturday 
and found themselves 3-0 down 
by half time. A free scoring 
Lochaber side racked up another 

Spean Bridge.

Strachur to open 
new park

Inveraray defender Allan MacDonald clears the ball as the home 
side hold onto their slim lead to take both league points against 

Bute at the Winterton Picture John MacTavish

Bute’s John Whitelaw is caught between Inveraray’s Douglas Dando and Ruriadh Graham  Picture John MacTavish

Fort William’s Niall MacPhee closes in on Newtonmore goal scorer Danny MacRae at the Eilan on 
Saturday as the home side took a 3-0 victory to go clear at the top of the Premier Division despite 

one of their poorest performances of the season Picture Stevie Tunstall

Teams are up 
for Macaulay 
challenge
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YOUTH FOOTBALL

Saints youths - 
results and fixtures
LAST week’s results: Thursday:  
Blair Thistle 4, Under 13s 2; 
Sunday: Antonine 3, Under 13s 
1; Under 14s no game; League 

Allander Colts 2; Under 16s 0, 
Lenzie Youth 4.

13s v Riverside; Castle Rock v 
Under 14s; Milngavie v Under 

16s.

BOWLING

FOOTBALL

RALLYING

Mull crew tackle 
Ingliston circuit

GOLF

Scottish Amateur League
Premier Division
Oban Saints 0
Postal United 2

POSTAL United were the visi-
tors to Glencruitten for this vital 
match between the teams sitting 

premier division, with the win-
ners being installed as favourites 
to win the league title this season 
but unfortunatley for the Oban 

who came out on top in a close 
encounter which saw Saints go 
down to ten men when Wilie 
Gemmell was shown the red 
card by referee John Scott in the 
dying minutes of the game.

The normally excellent play-
ing surface at Glencruitten was 
showing signs of wear and tear 
after a hard season where it has 
been played on more than in 
previous years, and the lack of 
rain in recent weeks has made it 
hard and bumpy.

Potent
Saints were down to the bare 

bones of a squad with no less 

various reasons, but the Oban 
side gave a good account of 
themselves against a very 

normally potent strike force 
were a bit subdued against the 
no-nonsense Postal defenders.

football was a a premium as both 
defences just wanted to clear 
there lines, realising this was a 
big, big game for both clubs with 
plenty at stake.

An accidental clash in the 14th 
minute resulted in Jamie Gra-
ham and Paul O’Brien requiring 
attention with the Postal player 
later being taken to hospital, 
but thankfully he was ok and 
released shortly after.

Both teams were going at 
it hammer and tongs, but the 
goalkeepers weren’t seriously 
tested although Gary Hughes 
had a shot go narrowly past the 
Saints’ upright.

game fell to Donald Campbell 
when he was sent clear, but the 
Saints top scorer had to stretch 
for the ball and his shot was 
easily saved by Postal netminder 
Tom Hollis.

Chances were few and far 

with the teams evenly matched 
as referee John Scott, who had a 
god game blew for half time.

Saints defender Jamie Graham 
who had been involved in the 
clash earlier in the game couldn’t 
resume after half time, his place 
being taken by Dene Cassells. 
This was a blow for the home 
side as Jamie had been playing 
well.

The second half was much like 

at each other right from the off 
and Saints had a great chance to 
take the lead in the 71st minute 
but Craig MacEwan headed 
over the bar from six yards after 
a pin-point cross from Willie 
Gemmell.

Play was stopped again in the 

head clash with Alex Craik and 
Gary Hughes needing to be 
bandaged up.

Foothold
The visitors were starting to 

gain a foothold as the half pro-
gressed and they took the lead in 
the 77th minute when they were 
awarded a corner. The ball was 
swung into the box and Michael 
Anderson got to the ball before 
Dene Cassells to head home 
from close range.

This reversal seemed to knock 

as Postal pushed hard for another 
goal that would surely kill the 
game off.

All credit to Saints though, 
they battled away gamely and 
the visiting goal lead a charmed 
life on a couple of occasions as 
the balll bounced around in the 
Postal penalty box and only 
some brave defending denied the 
Oban lads a goal.

scored the killer goal when a 

ball was played over the head of 
Chris Graham to the unmarked 
Willie MacArthur who drilled a 
well played shot past a helpless 
Graham Douglas to make the 
score 2-0.

fell to Ross Maitland, but the 
Saints player failed to connect 
properly and a good chance was 
missed. The visitors ran down 
the clock to win a hard-fought 
game which now must make 
them favourites to win the league 
title this season.

Manager Iain Jackson was 
bitterly disappointed: He said: 
‘This was always going to be a 
tough game as Postal are a good 
side and are undefeated in the 
league so far. We had a couple of 
good chances which at this level 
you’ve got to take and I’m disap-
pointed in both the goals we 
lost. However, it’s not over yet 

games for the title contenders to 
play and we’ll be battling hard 
right till the end.’

Saints travelled to take on 
Kilbowie Union last night and 
on Saturday face another tough 
game against last year’s cham-
pions Aikenhead Thistle. The 
match will be played at Glen-
cruitten with a 2pm kick-off.

Saints league title hopes take a dent

Tobermory Golf 
Club
Mens and Juniors Trophy-1st 
Ross MacCrone and Ewan 

-
liam MacCrone and John Weir 

Mens May Medal-1st Mike 
Campbell 88-21-67,2nd John 
Weir 81-12-69, 3rd Paul Brown 
81-12-69.
Junior May Medal-1st William 

MacCrone 81-20-61,3rd Lewis 

Ladies section-May Medal 1st, 
Margaret Ingram 96-24-72, 2nd 
Catherine Ann MacCrone 108-

May 9 hole Stableford 1st Doris 
Hargrieves, 2nd Rosalind Reid, 
Gillian Wilshire.

WITH the bowling season now 

and gents league matches at 
Oban Bowling Club have been 
played.   

Oban ladies have been trium-
phant against Ardrishaig who 

-
drishaigs 3 points.   

The Oban gents team have 
also been victorious against 

 Oban Bowling Club also 
hosted the Caledonia Cup on 

club competitions on the green.
There was a good turn out and 

after lot of good games, a tense 

Sandy Carr and Donnie Douglas 
against Sandra Grieve and 
Jimmy MacGregor.  

Sandra and Jimmie were the 
winners.

Last Sunday, May 6, the 
competitiion was the Dalriada 
Trophy a two bowl pairs.   

With the sun shining and the 
green running fast it made for a 
lot of good games.   

Donald MacLean and Janice 
Fraser against Margaret Ma-
cLean and Norrie Ethereson, 
and despite Norrie and Margaret 
getting a good lead they were 
overtaken and beaten by Donald 
and Janice.

Islay Golf Club
Summer League 
week 1
1st Alistair Thomson 40pts
2nd Place Paul Cairns 39pts
3rd Place Andrew Bauld 39pts
May Medal

Css 71

MULL’S Alasdair Currie and 
Iain MacKenzie took their 
Vauxhall Corsa to ninth posi-
tion in the second round of this 
season’s Brick and Steel Junior 
1000 Ecosse Challenge last 
Saturday.

 The old racing circuit at 
Ingliston Showground, just 
outside Edinburgh, proved the 
venue as as Dunfermline Car 
Club welcomed rally crews to 
the 2012 DCC Stages.

Alexander Vassallo, aged 14, 
from Corbridge in Northum-
berland once again dominated 
proceedings in his Citroen C1 
– adding a third win in four out-
ings to his tally for 2012. 

Scottish round at Charterhall in 

on an English round just a couple 
of weeks ago. A very demanding 
and ambitious programme to win 
both the Scottish and English 
Junior Championships is taking  
shape nicely.

old Harry Marchbank from 
Thornhill, Dumfries and co-
driver Mark McCulloch from 
Newton Stewart in their Nissan 
Micra. 

Coming home third was com-
plete newcomer Callum Kitt (16) 
from Polmont with co-driver 
Mark Runciman from East Kil-
bride, also in a Nissan Micra.

The next round of the Brick & 
Steel Junior 1000 Ecosse Chal-
lenge will be the Crail Junior 
Summer Stages on June 16. 
Placings at Ingliston
1 Alexander Vassallo / Janice 

2 Harry Marchbank / Mark Mc-

3 Calum Kitt / Mark Runciman 

4 Ryan Weston / Phill Harrison 

Robertson Nissan Micra

6 Alexander Adams / Peter Weall 

7 Georgia Shiels / Phill Sandham 

8 Scott Murray / Craig Wallace 

9 Alasdair Currie / Iain Mac-
Kenzie V’xhall Corsa 60:31:00
Non Finishers
Michael Dickie / Euan Duncan 
Nissan Micra - Driveshaft
Blair Brown / Monty Pearson
Nissan Micra - Driveshaft 
Linzi Henderson / Tracey Louise 
Muir Peugeot 107 -  Engine

Donald MacLean and Janice Fraser won the Dalriada Trophy for 
two bowl pairs at Oban Bowling Club last Sunday 

Trophy and league competitions get 
underway at Oban Bowling Club

BOWLING

FOLLOWING their success 
at the Highland RFC’s Rugby 
Sevens tournament, Isle of Mull 
Rugby Football Club added the 
Lochaber Sevens title to their 
season’s honours.

Teams from across the north 
of Scotland travelled to Banavie 
for Lochaber Rugby Club’s an-
nual sevens tournament last 
Saturday.

A large crowd of spectators 
were treated to an afternoon 
of fast paced rugby with Mull 
RFC underlining why they were 
dubbed as early favourites.

The host team was not to be 
discounted too easily as they beat 
a very useful Aberdeenshire side 

-
tested by Mull and Lochaber.

There was only won converted 
try between the sides at half 
time in a close run affair. But 
Mull, upped the pace and ran out 
worthy winners 21-7 at the end 
of an energy sapping tie.

After the games many of the 
players and spectators enjoyed 
live music and refreshments in 
the clubhouse.

Lochaber club member Stewart 
Sandison told The Oban Times:
‘Special mention must go to 
the Lochaber youngsters who 
all performed way above their 
years, and to Robin Morgan 
who was competing in allegedly 
his 32nd consecutive Lochaber 
Sevens - surely a record that will 
be hard to beat!

‘Thanks also to our sponsors 
MacPhee and Partners and to all 
the volunteers that contributed 
to making the day a success.’

Isle of Mull emerge victorious 
at annual Lochaber Sevens

RALLYING

The winning Mull side celebrate their victory after Saturday’s Lochaber Rugby Club Sevens tournament at Banavie

TAYNUILT Bowling Club held 
their end of season dinner and 
prizegiving at Brander Lodge.
Prizewinners:
Club singles: S MacFarlane
Knockout singles: S MacFarlane

Club doubles: I Piggot and C 
Campbell
Knockout doubles: A Dalgaty, I 
Piggot
Best rink: D MacCallum, J 
MacGregor, C Reid, K Clayton, 
C Campbell.

Taynuilt bowlers’ 
prizegiving

SPORTS DESK 
01631 568000

A KINLOCHLEVEN schoolgirl 
made a piece of boxing history 
recently when she became Loch-

Danielle Campbell, of Nether 
Lochaber Claymores, took on 

FORT William FC ended their 
home season with two defeats 
in three days, losing 3-0 to 
Inverurie Locos on Saturday 
and 1-0 to Formartine United on 

League.
The Lochaber men will play 

forget away to Formartine to-
morrow (Friday), knowing even 

BOXING

Lochaber’s first female boxer makes debut appearance

Rebekka Taylor of Insch ABC in 
Huntly in an exhibition match.

There was a big weight differ-

ence between the two 14-year-
olds but Danielle gave as good as 
she got until the referee stopped 

suffering a bleeding nose.

FOOTBALL

Fort William at end of poor season

a win would not be enough to 
catch second-bottom Strathspey 
Thistle, who sit four points 
ahead.

Manager Danny Conlon told 
The Oban Times: ‘ I’m just glad 
to see the end of the season. 

‘It’s been a long hard one for 
me.’

Weather
Thursday Grey and overcast
 Winds light north-easterly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 12ºC

Friday Sunshine and light showers
 Winds moderate north north-westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 10ºC.

Weekend Sunny intervals and showers
Outlook Winds light west - southwesterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 12ºC.

.
Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Calm
Kennacraig to Islay  Calm

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, May 10, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  02.34 0.7 08.19 3.4 14.52      0.8        20.47  3.6  
Fri  03.27 0.9 09.08 3.1 15.45 1.0        21.42    3.3
Sat  04.25 1.2 10.08 2.9 16.43      1.2        22.50     3.1
Sun  05.29 1.4 11.42 2.7 17.49      1.4           **.**    *.*
Mon  00.23 3.0 06.41 1.6 13.23   2.7 19.05     1.5
Tues  01.43 3.0 07.57 1.6 14.25 2.8 20.20    1.5
Wed  02.39 3.1 08.56 1.5 15.04 3.0 21.19     1.4
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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16

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

20



The following 
pages are  from 
the Fort William 

(Northern) Edition 
of The Oban Times.

The Oban Times prints two editions of the 

paper. There is the main edition as well as the 

Fort William (Northern) Edition.

Sometimes pages that appear in the 

Fort William edition do not appear in the

 main edition (and vice versa).

As an electronic subscriber you get the main 

edition plus the pages that appear in the 

Northern edition.



FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S
Established 1861  No 8094 Thursday 10 May, 2012 www.obantimes.co.uk 77 pence

Drunk who swore 
at ambulance 
workers fined £360
A MAN who drunkenly shouted 
and swore at two ambulance 
workers in Kinlochleven has 

Andrew Thomson, of 6 
Castledyke Road, Carstairs, 
pled guilty to assaulting, 
obstructing or hindering the 
men by striking the ambulance 
on Leven Road on October 29.

The 25-year-old called 999 at 
5am when his friend fell and 
injured himself after a night 
out in the village, Fort William 
Sheriff Court heard.

New furniture 
shop to                
open in Caol
LOCHABER’s retail sector 
has received a boost with news 

Furnishings is to open an outlet 
in Caol.

The company, which supplies 
solid pine, ash, birch and oak 
furniture, had been looking to 
expand to the Fort William area 
for some time. The store, in the 
former Nevisprint premises 
on Caol Industrial Estate, is 
scheduled to open at the end of 
this month. New manager Iain 
Kenney told The Oban Times
four people would be employed 
initially. Three more staff 
could be needed if the business 
performs as expected.

He added: ‘It’s another outpost 
to serve our existing customers 
and grow the business.

‘We have a good customer 
base over here. We have noticed 
a lot of people from Lochaber 
and the islands coming to our 
Inverness store.’

A FORT William man found 
in possession of three different 
drugs after a police search has 
been sentenced to two weeks in 
prison.

-
burgh Court, was taken into 
police custody in relation to a 
separate matter on November 
22. 

Careless         
driving caused 
head-on crash
A MAN whose careless driving 
caused a head-on crash on the 

penalty points.
Jason MacLean, of 2 

Templeview, Croyard Road, 
Beauly, pled guilty to driving 
without due care and attention 
at Callop railway bridge on 
November 26. 

driving at excessive speed, 
crossing the road and colliding 
with another car. The passenger 
in the other car suffered a 
broken sternum and spent two 
nights in hospital, Fort William 
Sheriff Court heard.

A FORMER Kinlochleven man who 
slashed a teenager’s throat with a 
knife in the village has been jailed 
for three years and eight months.

Andrew Thomson was found 
guilty of the attack on a majority 
verdict by a 15-person jury after a 

Court in February.
Thomson, a chef at the Glasgow 

Hilton Hotel, had denied assaulting 
John Fleming by striking him 
on the neck with a knife to his 

Glendale Road in the early hours of 
February 5 2011.

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Mr Fleming’s wound required four 
stitches, leaving him with a visible 
four-centimetre scar.

Sentencing the 28-year-old, Sheriff 
Douglas Small said: ‘Although the 

position of it made it potentially 
life-threatening.

‘Any attack involving the use of a 
weapon has to be taken seriously by 
the court. This was premeditated and 
involved the use of a knife. There is 
only one sentence I can impose and 
that is one of custody.’

Thomson’s father and brothers sat 
in the public galleries and shook 
their heads in disbelief as Sheriff 
Small delivered his verdict.

The trial heard Thomson got into 
an argument with Mr Fleming, who 
was 17 at the time of the incident, 
during a party. He left the house 

Thomson admitted punching the 
teenager on the face before being 
knocked to the ground and leaving 
the property.

The jury heard Mr Fleming did 
not realise he had been injured 
until after Thomson left. They 

were shown several pictures of the 

which was covered in blood.
A police search the following day 

found a knife blade at the scene of 

away, although no blood was found 
on the blade or on any of Thomson’s 
clothing.

Thomson, of 426 Dyke Road, 
Knightswood, Glasgow, was 
sentenced to three-and-a-half years 
for the attack, and was ordered 
to spend an additional 60 days in 
custody after admitting breaking 
his bail conditions by visiting 
Kinlochleven in March.

Slashing teenager’s throat sees man 
jailed for three years eight months

Sea wall 
safety ladder 
warning

Buprenorphine and 0.8grammes 
of class ‘B’ drug dihydrocodei-
none. 

Painkillers
Defence solicitor Stephen 

Kennedy said the drugs were 
powerful painkillers. 

He said: ‘He was using the 
drugs to help him stay off heroin. 
He is now off the heroin, exercis-

ing regularly and is completely 
drug-free.’ Police also found 
0.1grammes of heroin in the 

William Police Station, with a 

Kennedy asked for the equiva-
lent prison time in place of the 

Defendant found with three different drugs

Motorcyclist dies in horror crash

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
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TWO MEN in a boat failed in 
a dramatic rescue bid off Fort 

weekly allowance.
And the Saturday morning 

incident at the West End car 
park prompted her father to 
warn lives could be lost unless a 
rusting ladder on the sea wall is 
repaired.

Local woman Michelle Bur-
gess and daughter Bethany were 
sitting on the wall when her 

pocket and fell into the sea.
Michelle’s dad Bob Burgess 

arrived with wife Wilma to pick 
them up for a shopping trip to 
Oban – just in time to see the 
purse sinking under the waves.

from the nearby Crannog restau-
rant arrived at the scene after an 
onlooker phoned them.

Bob directed operations from 
above, but the half-hour search 

THE SNP has struck a deal with the Liberal 
Democrats and Labour to form the new Highland 
Council administration following a day of tense 
negotiations in Inverness on Tuesday.

It also emerged SNP group leader Drew Hendry 
will be the new council leader. Independent 
councillors made up the largest group following 

members. The new coalition will have 44 
councillors. Ross-shire councillor Isabelle 
Campbell made a controversial decision to defect 
from the Lib Dems to the Independents the day 
after the results were announced.

See the full council election roundup on page 7.

Fort man Bob Burgess shows the rusting ladder at the spot his daughter lost her money. 20_f19ladder01

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

with a grab proved fruitless. The 
grandfather, who is a carer for 
Wilma and retires as a plumber 
next Saturday when he turns 
65, was unable to reach the 
badly corroded ladder - which 
he claims is a safety hazard. 

He told The Oban Times: ‘The 
nearest ladder had two or three 
rungs missing at the bottom and 
the Crannog guys said it didn’t 
look safe.

‘These ladders don’t go all 
the way to the top of the wall 

and dangerous to get onto.
‘I think the council should 

repair or replace these ladders 
before a fatal accident happens. 
For a split second you are not 
holding onto anything at the top.

A MOTORCYCLIST was killed 
in a horror crash on the A82 
three miles west of Spean Bridge 
of Tuesday morning.

Scottish Six Days Trial (SSDT) 
competitors were caught up in 

jams built up either side of the 
scene.

Police closed the road for four 
hours after the 10am accident, 
which also involved a car.

SSDT riders heading for 
competition sections further up 
the Great Glen were rerouted 

via Gairlochy so the event could 
continue.  

The road blockage heaped 
further misery on motorists al-
ready faced with lengthy delays 
caused by upgrading works at 
the Lochybridge roundabout.

A82 Partnership spokesman 
Stewart MacLean said: ‘Follow-
ing the tragic fatal accident, the 
full impact of the decision to al-
low the roadworks to take place 
at Lochybridge during May has 
been highlighted.’

As The Oban Times went to 

press police had not named the 
victim. SSDT organiser Mairi 
Jenkins reported on Facebook 
that the motorcyclist was not a 
competitor.

Meanwhile on Sunday 
afternoon, crowds packed Fort 
William High Street to see the 

pedestrianised thoroughfare. 
After day two, two riders re-

mained pointless – Jordi Pascuet 

Lampkin. Reigning champ 
James Dabhill was in fourth.

The tides are very strong and 
if anyone was to tumble in you 
would have a hell of a job getting 
down to help.’

Bob added: ‘I consoled my 
daughter by saying it could have 
been worse – it could have been 
Bethany who fell in.

money in it to buy herself and 
her daughter some clothes.’

Newly re-elected Fort William 
and Ardnamurchan councillor 
Brian Murphy pledged to inves-
tigate.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I 
would need to take a look at it 
and get our guys to check it out 
to see what state of repair it is in 
and take it from there.

‘The ladder should be there 
for a purpose and in the event 
of somebody falling in the water 
and being unable to access it, I 
would certainly want to see it 
repaired – if that is the purpose 
it is intended for.’

Deal struck on council administration

Belhaven care plan 
wins MSP’s backing
SKYE, Lochaber and Badenoch 
MSP Dave Thompson is 
backing proposals to transform 
the mothballed Belhaven Ward 
in Fort William into a respite 
care service centre.

Crossroads Caring Scotland 
(Lochaber) wants NHS 
Highland to consider a partner-
ship deal to re-open the ward, 

the frail elderly undergoing 
rehabilitation or assessment. 

Mr Thompson urged ‘a 
positive response’ to the plan.

A health board spokesperson 
said: ‘NHS Highland can 

letter from Dave Thompson and 
we will be responding to him 
shortly.’

Jobs fear as          
Uist building 
firm goes into 
adminstration
which was formed on South 

administration, threatening the 
jobs of its 277 employees across 
Scotland.

UBC Group, formerly 
Uist Builders (Construction) 

Daliburgh, Stornoway, 
Inverness, Glasgow and 
Tayside.

Zolfo Cooper has been 
appointed administrators for the 
building and civil engineering 

include building affordable 
housing and marine engineering 
projects.

Stòras Uibhist chairman 
Huw Francis told The Oban 
Times the news was ‘hugely 
disappointing’.  He said: 
‘They’ve been a good employer 
over the years and it’s going to 
be a big blow to lose those jobs 

economic times just now and 
these things can’t be helped.’

UBC managing director 
Seumas Pedrana said it was a 
‘very sad day’ and the company 
had looked at every possible 
option to avoid administration.
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Harris beach in 
world’s top seven
A HARRIS beach famed for its 
sweeping white sands has been 
named as one of the world’s top 
seven in a global publication.

Travel magazine said 
Luskentyre, west of Tarbert, 
had ‘Caribbean-white sand and 
Maldives-blue sea’.

The mag also rated the 
A82/A87 route from Glencoe to 
Skye as among the best on the 
planet.

In its favourite meals section, 
Travel also listed the Three 
Chimneys on Skye as world-
class. 

SLOW broadband speeds in 
Lochaber are back under the 
spotlight in the wake of last 
week’s council elections.

Provost of Lochaber Allan 

councillors re-elected, is to write 

BT Ian Livingston after receiv-
ing numerous complaints from 
voters in Caol.

Cllr Henderson is furious that 
businesses and households in the 
village – only two miles across 
the River Lochy from Fort Wil-
liam – are being handicapped by 
broadband speeds up to 20 times 
slower than in the town centre.

Because broadband con-
nections rely on the existing 

transmission speeds rapidly de-
cline even over short distances.

The provost told The Oban 

DOZENS of World War II 
mortar rounds were uncovered 
and blown up by specialist Navy 
bomb disposal teams on a beach 
in north Ardnamurchan.

The exercise over dunes at 
Kentra near Ardtoe, known lo-
cally as the Singing Sands, took 

The operation followed a 
similar exercise on January 24, 
when a specialist team from 
Faslane exploded 14 mortars 
disovered by Salen coastguard 
team member Tom Jackson.

Winter storms in December re-
distributed huge amounts of sand 
along the scenic beach, exposing 
shells used during training 
manoeuvres for the 1944 D-Day 
landings in Normandy.

Despite their remote location, 
the Singing Sands are becoming 

Communiy action 
grants up for grabs
COMMUNITY groups in 
the West Highlands running 
projects to do with managing 
and enjoying nature are being 
invited to apply for a new 
community action grant.

Scottish Natural Heritage is 
offering awards of between 
£1,000 and £20,000 for short 
term schemes of 12 months or 
less.

Grants are focused on getting 
more people involved in outdoor 
recreation, volunteering and 
outdoor learning.

Other qualifying criteria 
include improving habitats, 
recording species and protecting 
landscapes. 

SNH started considering 
applications on Tuesday. For 
more information see www.snh.
gov.uk. 

Get help and ‘meet 
the funders’
THE COMHAIRLE is to 
host three evening ‘Meet the 
Funder’ events across the Outer 
Hebrides later this month.

Representatives from the 
BIG Lottery, Community 
Energy Scotland and Children 
In Need will be among those 
meeting local groups to discuss 
community-based projects 
potentially eligible for funding.

The events at Barvas and Brue 
Community Centre on May 
22, in Balivanich Community 
Centre on May 23 and at 
Castlebay Community Centre 
on May 24 run from 12pm to 
7pm. Everyone is welcome to 
attend and refreshments will be 
provided.

Outer Hebrides 
celebrate Scottish 
Biodiversity Week
SCOTTISH Biodiversity Week 
2012 is being celebrated in the 
Outer Hebrides later this month.

The comhairle and local 
groups have organised a full 
programme of nature-related 
events and activities from May 
19-27 under the theme ‘Biodi-
versity is Life - Biodiversity is 
Our Life’.

For full details visit www.snh.
gov.uk/protecting-scotlands-na-
ture/safeguarding-biodiversity/

Tarbert or Balivanich. 

A FORT William man has denied driving at 
speeds of up to 67mph in the town and hitting and 
injuring a cyclist, leading to his right leg being 
amputated.

Graham Douglas, aged 28, of 12b Linnhe 
Buildings, pled not guilty to driving dangerously 
and at grossly excessive speed on Lundavra 

Road and colliding with Andrew MacLeod, who 
was on a mountain bike, severely injuring and 

The alleged incident happened on March 7, 
2011. Nineteen witnesses are due to give evidence 
at the trial, which will be held in Fort William 
Sheriff Court on Monday May 21.

A presentaton was held in Kyle Fire Station last Thursday night to hand over cheques to Macmillan Cancer Support, Crossroads Care 
and the Special Care Baby Unit at Raigmore Hospital in Inverness, who each received £1,000. The money was raised at dances, ceilidhs 
and an annual raft race, all organised by Kyle fire crew over past months.  Crew manager Michael Henderson told The Oban Times: ‘A 

big thank you to all that supported these events.’

increasingly popular with visi-
tors over spring and summer. 

Amid fears that more live 
shells could be present and pose 
a serious risk to public safety, 
the Northern Diving Group of 
the Royal Navy, better known 
as the Bomb Squad, moved into 
Salen last Monday.

The expert detachment carried 
out a week-long search of the area 
assisted by coastguards from 
Mallaig, Salen and Kilchoan.

Spearheading the hunt was 
Lieutenant Justin Wong on 
secondment from the Royal 
Canadian Navy.

Altogether nearly 50 items of 
mainly live ordnance were found 
and were dealt with the same One of the WW2 mortar rounds found on the Singing Sands last week.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

day by placing them in a hole in 
the sand, attaching detonators 
and exploding them after the 
coastguard teams had cordoned 
off the area.

The team from Faslane and 
their coastguard helpers had a 
spell of excellent weather for 
the job, according to coastguard 
sector manager for Lochaber, 
Phil Wren.

He told The Oban Times: ‘Most 
of the shells were still live, which 
was the frightening thing.

‘If anyone sees anything that 
looks like a shell, especially if it 

and call the coastguard on 999.’
The coastguard and Navy take 

responsibilty for any ordnance 
found on the shoreline. Police 
and the Army handle munitions 
found inland.

Councillor Allan Henderson: demanding improved broadband 
speeds for Caol. 20_f19parade03

Times: ‘When I was canvassing 
in Caol the subject of very poor 
broadband speeds was brought 
up on more than one occasion. 

‘I duly contacted BT and 
…they say that Caol is too far 
away from the Fort William 
exchange. This is crazy, as one 
[town] can see the other, but the 
old style copper cable obviously 
goes by Lochybridge and then 
round to Caol, instead of cross-
ing the Lochy at a suitable point 
for Caol. 

‘If ever this was evidence that 
we need a trunk link road exten-
sion to the A830 via Caol to Fort 
William with modern communi-
cation adjacent this is it. 

‘How can we expect to develop 
business on speeds of only 0.5 

megabytes per second in Caol 
and Corpach? 

‘Fort William can get up to 
20mbps, but realistically gets 
about 10mbps. I will be writing 
to the chief executive of BT ask-
ing when they intend to upgrade 
this obsolete system. Residents 
of Caol are paying the same cost 
for an inferior service.’

Louise Humphrey, Head of 
Scottish Affairs – BT Scotland, 
said: ‘Caol is part of the Fort 
William exchange which has 
recently been enabled/upgraded 
which means that it can now 
provide speeds of up to 20mbps. 

‘However, because the service 
is delivered over the existing 
copper network it is distance 
limited – the further people 
are from the exchange in terms 
of cable length the slower the 
speed.’

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Slow broadband speeds 
back in the spotlight

Kyle firefighters raise £3,000 for charity

Bomb squad 
kept busy on 
Singing Sands
Dozens of World War II mortar 
rounds blown up on beach

RESIDENTS on the Small Isles 
are struggling to come to terms 
with the loss of popular local GP 
Rachel Weldon, who took her 
own life last Wednesday.

The body of Dr Weldon, who 
was aged 54, was found at her 
home on Eigg last Wednesday.

The GP and her husband Eric 
had lived on the island for 12 
years and watched Eigg thrive 
as plans to generate its own elec-
tricity from renewable sources 
came to fruition. 

One islander, who asked not 
to be named because of the 
sensitivities involved, summed 
up local feelings.

She told The Oban Times: 
‘Everybody here is shocked and 
stunned. People are still trying 
to come to terms with what has 
happened.

 ‘She was a great doctor and 
will be sorely missed. It’s really 
painful, altogether. That’s all I 
can say, really.’

Provost of Lochaber Allan 
Henderson extended his condo-
lences to the family and local 
community.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I 
did not know the doctor well 
but nonetheless I was extremely 

saddened to hear of her untimely 
passing. 

‘Being a small tightly knit 
community this has a huge effect 
on the whole island of Eigg and 
the neighbouring islands. 

‘Dr Rachel was very well 
spoken of in the Small Isles 
providing a vital service in the 
health chain.’

An NHS Highland spokesper-
son said the health board was 
‘deeply saddened’ at the news.

Four weeks ago Dr Weldon 
was banned from driving for 14 
months at Fort William Sheriff 
Court after being found to be 
more than twice the drink drive 
limit near Caol shopping centre.

Her solicitor Stephen Kennedy 
said at the time Dr Weldon ‘very 
much regretted’ the incident. 

A GMC spokesperson said 
Dr Weldon had informed them 
about the conviction and was still 
fully registered with a licence to 
practice.

A Northern Constabulary 
spokesperson said police in Fort 
William are continuing to make 
enquiries into the death.

A report has been submitted 

William. 

A HOMELESS teenager who stole a car in 
Caol and drove it into a ditch told police he 
did it so he would be put in prison.

Donald MacPhee was jailed for four 

driving for two years after pleading guilty 
to getting into the Volkswagen Polo on St 
John’s Road and driving it without the own-
er’s consent at around 3.15am on April 8.

The 19-year-old admitted driving without 

due care and attention for only a few hun-
dred yards before colliding with a signpost 
and crashing into a ditch at the side of the 
A830 at Blar Mhor, damaging the car.

After the crash he approached two police 

Sheriff Court heard. Fiscal Alison Wylie 
said: ‘He was soaking wet, covered in mud 
and with injuries consistent with being 
involved in a collision. He was asked at one 

point why he did this and he replied ‘Because 
I want to go to jail’.’

MacPhee also pled guilty to failing to 
give two breath specimens at Fort William 
Police Station, driving without a licence and 
driving without insurance. Defence solicitor 
Stephen Kennedy said: ‘He has no income, 
no savings and no accommodation. He felt 
he had lost his way and he felt unwanted by 
his friends and family.’

A TEENAGER who broke in to 
Fort William Primary School on 
two separate occasions last year 
causing more than £1,600 of 
damage has been ‘given a chance 
to compensate’ by a sheriff.

Jacob Payne pled guilty to 
forcing entry to the school, 
smashing its windows, setting 

stealing a quantity of money on 
September 28.

The 16-year-old also admitted 
breaking into the school on 
April 20 and forcing open a 
lockfast canteen and stealing 
cash, including pupils’ lunch 
money.

Compensate
Deferring sentence for nine 

months for good behaviour, 
Sheriff Douglas Small said: ‘I 
want you to go back to the school 
and ask if there is anything you 

can do to compensate, whether 
that is cleaning or something 
else. 

‘You are still very young. 
You’ve been given a chance here 
Mr Payne - I hope you can take 
it.’

Fiscal Alison Wylie said the 
damage caused totalled £1,650. 
She also said there was a ‘sub-
stantial amount of mess’ follow-
ing the second break-in, which 

meant the school was unable to 
open on September 29.

Defence solicitor Stephen 
Kennedy said Payne, of 2 Brown 
Court, Fort William, had been 
accompanied by other children 
during the break-ins. 

Role
He said: ‘Mr Payne claims he 

he left the building, but he has to 
accept his role in all of this.’

Teenager told police he stole car and drove        
it into ditch so he would be sent to prison

Fort William man denies speeding at 67mph through town

School vandal given chance by sheriff

Islanders ‘shocked 
and stunned’          
by death of GP

C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)

“Give me land, lots of land 
and sunny skies above

But do fence me in”

Agricultural prices, delivery available 
Phone 01631 563271 

PS Lamb (free) in need of new, twinned mother

C. Hodge Fencing - 
wholesalers of posts, rails, 

timbers, wire, gates, handling 
equipment, decking 

and sleepers
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to the BA Club in Fort William 

Wright.

in January. 

Jackpot rollover

farming. 

Gleaming

Winthrop.

High Street.

a trailer.

in the greater Fort William area 

Citroen

Restrictions

Kilchuimen Primary School have unveiled their new sports strips 
after a donation from construction company Bam Nuttall.

The Fort Augustus school’s pupil council received an offer of 
support from Bam Nuttall, who have a base in the village, in the 

autumn and quickly researched the best kind of strip and the 
pupils’ favourite colours.  Acting head teacher Kenneth Morrison 

said: ‘In their first uses, the school runners had an excellent 
performance in the MacRobert Cup Cross Country and the 

Kilchuimen Primary Football team did fantastically well in the 
Across the Loch inter-schools football competition when they 

were runners up, so we hope that the strips continue to bring us 
good fortune in the future.’ Pupil council chair Ross MacDonald is 

pictured with Mr Collins of Bam Nuttall.

Crowds gathered on the hills around Kinlochleven to watch bikers including Sam Hampshire tackle 
the course.

Stewart, Rachel and daughter Iona Tonks, of Lochyside, enjoyed 
the face painting at the fun day. 20_f19hope01

From left: Archie, aged four, Lex, aged three, and Aidan, aged 
five, had a go at being firefighters. 20_f19hope02

well.

team.

The Oban 
Times

amount of money. Without the 

performing in the BA Club. 

Around 150 helium-filled balloons were released in memory of 
Stevie Wright. 20_f19hope03

Sun shines on Lochaber 
Hope family day crowd

Land Court chairman Lord McGhie gives his address at the Battle of the Braes cairn.                             
Photograph by Iain Smith.

Riders roar through Kinlochleven

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook

Delight as event raises £9,000
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SHINTY players from 
Kinlochleven and Plockton 
High Schools are to visit Belfast 
following the bridge-building 
success of a shinty-hurling 
contest held in Lochaber for the 

The two teams will take on the 
Belfast Cuchullains hurling team 
in a round-robin competition at 
the 30,000-seater Casemount 
Park during the three-day 
trip from Tuesday June 26 to 

Sixteen years ago PJ O’Grady, 
rector of St Patrick’s College 
Beranagheeha in Belfast, got 
together with Plockton head 
Duncan Ferguson to arrange 
annual shinty-hurling challenge 
matches, alternating between 
Plockton and the Northern Irish 

Mr O’Grady formed the 

FOUR aspiring young Lochaber 
acting stars are preparing to 
make their stage debut in Fort 

Lochaber Showstoppers latest 
show will be a musical adaptation 
Charles Dickens’ classic novel 
Oliver Twist, with Alexandra 
McKeown, aged 11, and Heather 
McAdam, aged 12, leading the 

Sian Angus and Katryn Muir, 
both 11, will play the part of 

beat nearly 60 other Lochaber 
youngsters at auditions in 

Director Susan Munro said: 
‘We were so overwhelmed by 
the massive response, but these 
particular girls’ musical and 
performing talent really did 

RESIDENTS on Harris 
gathered to celebrate the port 
of Leverburgh becoming home 
to Scotland’s newest lifeboat 

Hundreds of people came 
to the pier to see the arrival of 
the RNLI all-weather lifeboat 
Lifetime Care

The station, currently housed 
in a temporary building, will 
be ready to take call outs from 

is being run on a 12-month trial 
basis after locals raised concerns 
about an increase in marine 

required for a lifeboat to arrive 

It is estimated that the 
Leverburgh volunteers could be 

Depression
support group 
wins Co-op grant
A STRONTIAN-based support 
group which offers help to local 
people suffering from depres-
sion has been awarded a grant 

Action on Depression was 
given the award by from the 
Co-operative’s Community 

-
port group said: ‘We are thrilled 
with the generous grant we have 
received from the Co-operative, 
which will help us to continue 
to provide our important service 

False alarm caused 
by faulty GPS radio 
A MALLAIG and Barra 
lifeboat team call-out turned 
out to be a false alarm caused 
by a malfunctioning GPS radio 

The two teams, along with the 
coastguard rescue helicopter, 
received a number of mayday 

A man was found onboard the 
yacht at Broadford unaware the 
calls were being sent from his 

Meanwhile, Kyle lifeboat 
helped with the search for a 
missing child who was found 
safe and well in the Broadford 

The team was called out as the 
four-year-old was last seen near 
the pier before being reported 

Mountain bikers race down slopes of 
Glencoe Mountain Resort
MORE than 100 mountain bikers took to the slopes at Glencoe 
Mountain Resort on Sunday for the annual mass start downhill 

The race, organised by No Fuss Events, starts on snow near the 
summit of the mountain and travels down across, snow, rock, 

Joe Barnes won the male category in nine minutes 22 seconds, 

MSP in call for 
clarification on ski 
lift VAT cut plan
SKYE, Lochaber and Badenoch 
MSP Dave Thompson has 
called for the UK Government 
to clarify its proposed plan to 

The move was announced 
in last month’s budget but the 

Mr Thompson has written to 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury 
Danny Alexander urging him to 
apply the cut in time for the next 

Mr Thompson said: ‘The 
ambiguity and uncertainty 
surrounding the implementation 

I am urging Mr Alexander to 
consider applying the cut in 
VAT from January 1 2013 so 

 International allies including Plockton head teacher Duncan Ferguson and Belfast Cuchullain coach Declan McLarnan during last 
year’s shinty/hurling competition in Kinlochleven. 20_f19belfast01

Belfast Cuchullains in 2006, 
drawing under-16 players from 
Catholic schools Corpus Christi 
College and St Patrick’s College 
Beranagheeha, and Protestant 
schools Belfast Boys Model and 

Opening up a sport perceived 
as exclusively ‘Catholic’ to 
Protestant children raised some 
eyebrows – but thanks in part 
to Plockton’s involvement, 
the cross-community venture 

Journey
Last year it grew further to 

include Kinlochleven after the 
school played the Cuchullains 
on their return journey to Belfast 

Kinlochleven head teacher 
John McGilp said: ‘As well as the 
opportunity of playing a match 
against a hurling team, this trip 

is also about building bridges 
across the sectarian divide in 

‘The team we are playing 
from Belfast is made up of two 
protestant and two catholic 

Plockton have won the Corn 

drawing 3-3 with Cuchullains 
and beating Kinlochleven 1-0 in 

Ballachulish Shinty Club have 
donated money towards the 
cost of the trip, as has the Sport 
Lochaber Youth Trust Fund, 
with the pupils encouraged to do 

A question and answer session 
for parents of youngsters going 
on the trip will be held at 
Kinlochleven High on Monday 

The Leverburgh volunteers celebrate the arrival of the new boat.

called out up to 10 times a year 
to help people and vessels in 

In spring sunshine, a short 
ceremony was conducted before 
the people gathered enjoyed 
entertainment, music and a huge 

RNLI divisional inspector for 
Scotland Paul Jennings said: 
‘Everyone in this community 
has pulled together in one 
direction and one purpose, to 
get this lifeboat here and to gain 
the knowledge of how to operate 

‘I have been constantly 
impressed by the dedication of 
this community to that purpose 
and it has been a pleasure and an 

‘It’s great to be able to do a show 
like Oliver that is a popular show 
and also a good mix of youth 

cast of over 70 people presents 
many challenges but those 
challenges are far outweighed 
by the fantastic sound they all 

Heather McAdam said: ‘When 
I perform I get a bit of stage 
fright, but when I am on stage I 

Co-star Sian Angus said ‘I am 
looking forward to hearing the 
applause which will let me know 

Oliver! is on stage at the Nevis 

and 19, with a matinee at 2pm on 

through the Nevis Centre box 

Hundreds welcome new lifeboat to LeverburghTalented young 
actors prepare to 
make stage debut

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Shinty teams 
Belfast bound
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As the start of the tourist season draws closer, it’s a safe bet that Oban’s most famous landmark, 
McCaig’s Tower, will be the focus of attention for many visitors. 16_t19twtd01

Council urge land rethink
THE SELLING of open land 
overlooking Branksome Park 
for private development has 
been sharply criticised by Oban 
Community Council.

The land is being offered for 
sale by Argyll and Bute District 
Council for private develop-
ment of an indoor sporting and 
recreational complex.

But community councillors 
feel that any indoor develop-
ment should take place on 
the strip of ground between 

the bowling green and the 
swimming pool and the area 
overlooking Branksome 
Park should be retained as a 
natural, open air park for older 
children.

The open land facing on to 
Dalriach Road in the same area 
is already earmarked as a park 
for young children with their 
parents.

Councillor William Fowler 
said: ‘It is a great shame that 
this piece of land looking on to 

Branksome Park  is not being 
left as a piece of open ground 
where children can go and kick 
a football. That is what we 
need, not an indoor develop-
ment.’

He was backed up by coun-
cillor Ian Smythe who said that 
at the moment the area was an 
eyesore: ‘I think it is absolutely 
appalling,’ he said. 

‘What we need is an open 
plan facility for children in the 
town.’

AT ITS meeting last week, 
Lochaber District Council 
decided to monitor complaints 
and comments regarding the 
recently introduced timings of 
BBC Radio Highland’s morning 
programmes.

It was contended that most of 
Lochaber were unable to listen 
to their local radio station be-
cause of the rescheduling which 
meant that the main part of the 
broadcasting occurred after 
people had left for work.

TWO HUNDRED hectares 
-

stroyed in a blaze in Barcaldine 
Forest on Friday evening.

acres of trees, heather and 
grass belonging to the Forestry 
Commission.

It is thought it may have been 
started by a carelessly dropped 

cigarette or other light. Four 

5.30pm until 11.30pm to deal 
with the blaze, which was more 

of the forest.

Radio complaints

THE LATEST site for Oban’s 
new general hospital appears to 
be Soroba, according to Coun-
cillor William Hunter.

He said he had a ‘very strong 
impression’ the site at Soroba 
was now committed for the 
hospital, not Ganavan.

Oban Community Council 
chairman Alick MacLeod said: 
‘From the time Ganavan was 
earmarked as the site until the 
time it was cancelled, I am sure 
there was time enough to build 
the hospital. What we want is a 
starting date.’

Hospital site moves to Soroba

Children’s favourite on 
the Isle of Iona
A NEW attraction on Iona 

pair of Welsh Cobs - have 
already won the hearts of local 
children.

Last week they also began 
turning the heads of visitors, to 
whom they offer an ideal way of 
seeing round the tranquil island 
– by horse drawn carriage.

The new company offering the 
service is Island Carriages, set 
up by Sue and Reg Morgan of 

the Isle of Mull Pony Trekking 
Centre, Ormsaig, Pennyghael.

The Morgans bought Perry 
and Pos, seven-year-old half 
brothers, from a top Derbyshire 
driver, Caroline Dale, on 
condition that they were never 
parted.

The pair have always worked 
as a team and last year they 
showed their worth when they 
took second place in a national 
driving competition. 

THE SKYE village of Luib on 
the main east coast road north 
of Broadford is where husband 
and wife Tony and Shirley 
Hodgson have opened a teashop 
with a difference.

While Mrs Hodgson and 
daughter Alison serve custom-
ers in the tearoom, her husband 
is attending to orders of another 
kind.

Behind the tearoom is Skye 

licensed gun shop west of 
Inverness, stocked with a range 
of guns, ammunition and allied 
equipment.

‘Versatlity is the name of 
the game,’ said Mr Hodgson, 
a former weapons instructor 
with the Special Air Service, 
the undercover unit which must 
be familiar with weapons of all 
nations. 16_t19twtd03

The cuppa with a difference on offer in the Isle of Skye

Friday afternoon activities for a group of Portree High School children, clearing brushwood from 
a central site in the town as part of a campaign to tidy up the Skye capital. 16_t19twtd05

FORENSIC investigators are 

of a body found near Crianlarich 
at the weekend.

A man walking in a wooded 
area between Crianlarich and 
Tyndrum, near the A82, found 
the remains, thought to be male, 
on Saturday.  

Central Scotland Police say 
the death was not being treated 
as suspicious and a post mortem 
examination will be carried out.

A spokeswoman for the force 
said: ‘We are following a line of 
inquiry in relation to the man’s 
identity but this will only be 

the results of these tests.’

Tests carried 
out after body 
discovered near 
Crianlarich

New council 
leader pledges 
transparency
Cross party alliance to offer 
new ‘living’ minimum wage 
to council employees

A MULL artist is mothballing 
a character he created last year, 
saying he is being forced out by 
a ‘copy-cat’.

Angus Stewart started a 
Facebook page in February 
2011 called Tobermory Cat, 
tracking the activities of the 
enigmatic ginger kitty who 
could be regularly seen lazing 
around the town. It was said 
he became famous simply for 
being famous.

However, subsequent to this, 
Edinburgh publisher Birlinn  
announced plans to release a 
children’s book, The Tober-

mory Cat, featuring artwork by 
million-selling children’s artist, 
Debi Gliori.

While Birlinn say their cat, 
which like Mr Stewart’s crea-
tion is ginger and becomes fa-
mous for being famous and can 
often be seen lazing around the 
colourful town, is a completely 
independent creation, Mr Stew-
art says he feels his idea has 
been ‘stolen’.

Mr Stewart said: ‘I believe 
this is a creative property..  
They could easily have picked 
a different cat in a different 
location but they didn’t.’

He says the publisher’s man-
aging director, Hugh Andrew, 
visited his house and offered 
him a picture on the back of 
the Birlinn book, but no form 
of payment. He said: ‘They 
suggested Tobermory Cat is 
nobody’s property and nobody 
has rights to it.’

Mr Andrew said: ‘Our story 
is about a ginger cat in Tober-
mory. It is entirely original.  
The idea was conceived before 
I knew about Angus Stewart’s 
Facebook site.

extraordinary.  I’ve never had 

this situation in 28 years of 
publishing.’

Mr Andrew said he did visit 
Mr Stewart and asked him what 
he intended to do with his 
Tobermory Cat, but alleges the 
artist refused to answer him.

‘I’m not stopping him doing 
his website, I’m not stopping 
him selling his postcards.

‘All we want to do is produce 
a fun book that showcases Mull, 
the isles and, as you have to go 
through it to get there, Oban.’

The Tobermory Cat, by 
Birlinn, is due to be published 
in November.

Angus Stewart’s character, Tobermory Cat, is being given a vacation until a dispute with publisher Birlinn is resolved.  

NINE people have been charged 
with drugs offences after a 
weekend of action by local 
police, during which a number 
of properties were searched. 

Contaminated drugs 
Quantities of cocaine, heroin, 

ecstasy and cannabis were 
recovered as part of the swoop.

It is understood the action 
was undertaken after suspicions 
were raised that contaminated 

drugs were in circulation in the 
town.

Last week, a 27 year old man 
was found dead at Donmor 
Lodge. It is understood death is 
being treated as drugs related. 

A post mortem into the death 
will be conducted later this 
month.

Meanwhile, The Oban Times 
has learned that another man, 
21, was left unconscious for two 

days in another incident under-
stood to be drugs related.

Strathclyde Police has not 

connected to the incidents.
Among those searches, a 

dealer quantity of herbal canna-
bis was found at a property on 
Jura Road, searched on May 6.  
A man was expected to appear 
in court on indictment as The 
Oban Times went to press.

Nine charged with drugs offences

NEW Argyll and Bute Council 
leader, Roddy McCuish, has 
promised to be ‘open and trans-
parent’ as he outlined his plans 
to improve living standards 
across the county.

Speaking after formalising 
the new administration with 
council chief executive Sally 
Louden on Tuesday, the Oban 
South and Isles councillor and 
former postal worker told The 
Oban Times his objective is to 
make the county a better place 
to live.

Among the raft of measures the 
new alliance will work towards 
in the short term is introducing 
a new ‘living’ minimum wage 
for council staff of £7.20 per 
hour.

He has also outlined his desire 
to elevate the county’s roads 
from some of the worst in the 
country to some of the best 
as part of a greater focus on 
infrastructure.

Education will also receive 
greater focus under the new 
alliance’s proposals.

He said: ‘Everything we have 
been asked to do are things that 
would make life better for eve-
rybody across Argyll and Bute. 
Often, most of these things don’t 
have a cost implication.

‘We have a strong plan to work 
towards everything we outlined 
in our manifesto.’

Two new spokesperson posts 
will be created.  

Dougie Philand will take up 
the post of spokesperson for 
welfare and employment, while 

Louise Glen-Lee becomes 
spokesperson for communica-
tion and broadcasting in a bid to 
improve the council’s transpar-
ency.

Mr McCuish said: ‘Everybody 
else in Argyll and Bute can go 
to a councillor if they have a 
problem. 

‘We feel it is important staff of 
the council – of which there are 

councillor who will champion 
their cause.

‘We are also looking for a 
way forward so everyone in 
Argyll and Bute can engage in 
what’s going in the council and 
everything is as open as it can 
be.  Of course in that we have to 
recognise that some things need 

‘Our priority is to form a 
strong, transparent council that 
listens to the electorate.’

The new council’s full list of 

meeting of the new council on 
May 22.

New council leader                     
Roddy McCuish

AS THE Oban Times went to 
press police and navy divers 
were due to continue a search in 
the vicinity of the wreck of the 
SS Breda in Ardmucknish Bay 
in the Firth of Lorne on Wednes-
day after a diver went missing on 
Tuesday morning.

It is understood the diver is 
54 year old John Skerry, a local 
councillor from Huntington, 
Cambridgeshire.

Coastguards, who were con-
tacted by the dive boat to say one 
of the party was missing, were 
assisted by Oban Lifeboat and 
a Royal Navy search and rescue 
helicopter from HMS Gannet. 
Two dive vessels in the area also 
joined the search.

Watch manager Graeme Wat-
ters said: ‘Coastguard Rescue 

a second shoreline search at high 
water to check again whether 
this diver made it ashore and but 
sadly nothing was found. 

‘A search in the vicinity of 
the wreck was also carried out 
by navy divers but nothing was 
found.”

It is understood the diver may 
have become stuck within the 
wreck of the Dutch freighter 
which was sunk by German 
bombers in 1942 and has become 
a popular dive site, shortly after 
11am.

Search continues 
for missing diver

NEWSDESK
01397 703003
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Fatal accident inquiry hears of young shepherd’s tragic death
THE DEATH of a young 
shepherd was an ‘accident with 
tragic consequences’ accord-

Fallen
-

‘I went over to where James 

Despite efforts to save the 

-

-

death found that the existing 

recommendations were made 

to express my sympathy to his 

-

scooped the prestigious Fish 

received the award from the 

in the Inveraray restaurant and 

-

Hard-working staff 

deserved for his team of hard-

‘The success of the cafe is 

what is done here day in day 

from his father who came to Ar-

-

environment and how food is 

which means enjoying good 

-

evening menu incorporating 

The team behind the successful Royal Burgh cafe. 06_a19cafe01

months in prison after he was so 

into a garage where he was an 

-

The court heard he was on a 

-

-

had six previous convictions for 

-

Johnstone from driving for eight 

months and 

driving for 
eight years

-

50 per cent slump feared
Industry sources say the de-

-

-

-

-

The Oban Times: ‘We 

-

-

-
pointed Merseyside company 

-

Construction is due to start in 

capacity for passengers and 

New Clyde ferries 
go to Merseyside 
shipyard

-

-

Inveraray Castle 
opens its doors to 
local residents

Mull alleged drink 
driver told to ‘take 
legal advice’

The case was continued with-

THE RECENT Oban High School talent show raised over £200 
for Hope 2 Oban (H2O) who want to thank the S6 pupils for 
all their hard work and wish them every success as their school 
days draw to a close.

Talent show raises £200 for H2O

-

New community 
website for Cowal

The painting is of yachts pass-

-

- and everyone has the chance 

-

operative this Saturday from 

Ernie Upton’s Reefed Sails off Duart, Mull, valued at £1,800, could 
be yours for £5 as part of Oban Phoenix Cinema’s prize raffle.  

Mull man had ‘really nasty’ lock knife

the sex offenders register when 

-
ing his share of Energie Fitness 

he had offered them massages 

-

‘These witnesses had to enter 
a punishing cross-examination 

Morton had ‘overstepped the 

Sheriff Anderson reiterated 
that she found the witness’ evi-

Morton may not agree he had 
done anything wrong she hoped 
he now accepted the judgement 

Gym boss placed on probation 
following sexual assault case

Festival
of the Sea 
celebrated
in music
Live ‘fringe’ events 
announced for 
days of festival

Every artist was 
100 per cent 
keen to be part 
of it.
producer          
Findlay Wells

-

new feed means the force can 

-

-

Oban police go on 
video and Twitter

with the announcement of the 

and around the area throughout 

-

It is hoped the very nature of 

-
res they’ve never had the chance 

that haven’t heard some of these 

something that sums up the fes-

-

charged with disorder offences 

-

Man arrested after 
alleged assault on 
teenagers

Three arrested 
following disorder

campaign are among those 
-

the Ardtorna guest house near 

Cottages is nominated for the 

-

-

-

-

-

Local businesses 
among top awards 
nominations
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Weather
Thursday Grey and overcast
 Winds light north-easterly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 12ºC

Friday Sunshine and light showers
 Winds moderate north north-westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 10ºC.

Weekend Sunny intervals and showers
Outlook Winds light west - southwesterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 12ºC.

.
Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Calm
Kennacraig to Islay  Calm

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, May 10, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  02.34 0.7 08.19 3.4 14.52      0.8        20.47  3.6  
Fri  03.27 0.9 09.08 3.1 15.45 1.0        21.42    3.3
Sat  04.25 1.2 10.08 2.9 16.43      1.2        22.50     3.1
Sun  05.29 1.4 11.42 2.7 17.49      1.4           **.**    *.*
Mon  00.23 3.0 06.41 1.6 13.23   2.7 19.05     1.5
Tues  01.43 3.0 07.57 1.6 14.25 2.8 20.20    1.5
Wed  02.39 3.1 08.56 1.5 15.04 3.0 21.19     1.4
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

8

10

FRIDAY

16

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

20

FORT William ended their 
home season with two defeats 
in three days, losing 3-0 to 
Inverurie Locos on Saturday 
and 1-0 to Formartine United 
on bank holiday Monday.

The Lochaber men will play 

to forget away to Formartine 
tomorrow (Friday), knowing 
even a win would not be enough 
to catch second-bottom Strath-
spey Thistle, who sit four points 
ahead.

Fort will have suspended pair 
Andy Martin and Iain MacLel-
lan available for the game.

Danny Conlon’s men took 
on Formartine looking to gain 
revenge for a Highland League 
Cup defeat earlier in the sea-
son.

An early goal from Matthew 
McDonald proved to be the 
winner in an even but scrappy 
affair. A youthful Fort side were 
missing a number of players 
with Graeme Bamber asked to 

missing several months with a 
hernia injury.

Conlon told The Oban Times: 
‘You could see it was an end of 
season game. We were disap-
pointing, but we had so many 
players out and the two sendings 
off on Saturday was a massive 
blow to us. 

‘I asked Graeme Bamber to 
play today and he did really 
well. And young Kieran Lopez 
came in today and I thought 
he had a good game too. But 
with all our strikers missing we 
didn’t really look like causing 
them a lot of problems.

‘I’m in a stronger for position 
for Friday’s game. I’ve got the 
two sendings off back and one 
or two others hopefully. But I’m 
just glad to see the end of the 

season. It’s been a long hard one 
for me.’

In Saturday’s game, In-

20 minutes when the referee 
awarded a debateable foul on 
the edge of the Fort box. Keeper 
Robbie Donaldson got a hand 
to Neil Gauld’s free kick but 
couldn’t keep it out.

Jack Strachan scored minutes 
later to double Fort’s misery 
before Locos striker Nicky Gor-
don was sent off for slapping 
Michael Gillespie on the back 
of the head.

With nine minutes left Fort 
youngster Iain MacLellan was 
sent off for abusive language, 
and just minutes later Andy 
Martin received his marching 
orders when he stopped a goal-
bound effort with his arm.

Locos’ keeper Andrew Reid 
took the resulting penalty but 
sent his shot wide.

The referee gave the visitors 

later following a Mark Gillespie 
foul, which they scored to seal 
the win.Fort William forward Danny Macintosh gave Locos full back Kieren Adams a torrid time in the second half. 20_f19fort01

REPORT 
by Richard Haddock

Fort William play 

season on Friday, 
away to Formartine

Fort reach 
end of long 
hard season

A KINLOCHLEVEN schoolgirl 
made a piece of boxing history 
recently when she became Loch-

Danielle Campbell, of Nether 
Lochaber Claymores, took on 
Rebekka Taylor of Insch ABC in 
Huntly in an exhibition match.

There was a big weight differ-
ence between the two 14-year-
olds but Danielle gave as good as 
she got until the referee stopped 

bleeding nose.
Claymores coach Martin Gle-

nesk said: ‘The girls gave a good 
account of themselves and the 
crowd in the hall fully appreci-
ated what they were watching. 

either Nether Lochaber or Insch 

so both clubs were delighted to 
share in a wee bit of history.’

Meanwhile, two of Claymores’ 
younger boxers were in action 
last weekend at a show in Ren-
frewshire hosted by Linwood 
ABC.

Marcus Spence, aged 10, made 
his debut appearance at the 
show and quickly took control 
of his ‘skills’ bout against Joe 
Cameron. Marcus’ southpaw jab 
had the Linwood boxer confused 
from the start as he took the cen-
tre of the ring and stayed there 
forcing his opponent to work on 
the outside.

The crowd were on there feet at 

for a highly entertaining opening 

bout, both these youngster have 
a great future in this game.

Tyndrum’s Callum Clement 
then took to the ring and started 

Mullroy. 
The 14-year-old pinned his 

opponent in the corner and kept 
up the pace throwing the faster 

and more accurate shots.
Callum continued bossing 

the bout until his inexperience 
crept in and he started to allow 
Mullroy of the hook, which 
let the Linwood boxer to land 
some stunning shots of his own. 
Callum eventually lost the very 
even bout by two points.

Lochaber’s first female boxer Danielle Campbell made her ring 
debut recently.

makes her debut in the ring
TEAMS from across the north 
of Scotland travelled to Banavie 
for Lochaber Rugby Club’s an-
nual sevens tournament last 
Saturday.

A large crowd of spectators 
were treated to an afternoon of 
fast paced rugby with Isle of 
Mull RFC underlining why they 
were dubbed as early favourites.

Final
The host team was not to be 

discounted too easily as they beat 
a very useful Aberdeenshire side 

-
tested by Mull and Lochaber.

There was only one converted 
try between the sides at half time 
in a close run affair. But Mull, 
who also recently won Highland 
RFC’s sevens event, ran out 
worthy winners 21-7 at the end 
of an energy sapping tie.

After the games many of the 
players and spectators enjoyed 
live music and refreshments in 
the clubhouse.

Lochaber club member Stewart 
Sandison told The Oban Times: 
‘Special mention must go to 
the Lochaber youngsters who 
all performed way above their 
years, and to Robin Morgan 
who was competing in allegedly 
his 32nd consecutive Lochaber 
Sevens - surely a record that will 
be hard to beat!

‘Thanks also to our sponsors 
MacPhee and Partners and to all 
the volunteers that contributed 
to making the day a success.’

FORT William Cricket Club 
notched their second win in a 
week and recorded their best 
ever score in the process with an 
84 run victory away to Nairn last 
Saturday.

Colin Jennings scored an 
excellent 80 in a record stand 
of 103 with DJ Duncan as Fort 

The strong performance with 
the bat was followed with some 

Lindsay Gordon four for 33 
and Rob Shepard four for 40 to 
restrict the hosts to a score of 141 
all out.

Fort captain Kevin O’Meara 
said: ‘We have some tough 
games coming up so let’s not get 
too carried away.’

years Fort have won two games 
in a row, and this weekend they 
will again meet Nairn, this time 
at the BA Club, as they look to 
extend their good form.

The reserve team slipped to 
a 53-run loss to Buckie last 
Sunday. The Lochaber men 
were bowled out for 124 as they 
chased Buckie’s score of 177 for 
eight. Davy Duncan scored 53 

The reserves also face Nairn 
this weekend in Fort Augustus.

FORT WILLIAM Golf Club’s 
May Medal competition saw a 

Overend shooting a net round of 

Dougie Duncan’s net score of 
68 gave him second place while 

with a score of 70.

Fort William record 
best ever score

GOLF

FOOTBALL

Overend takes May 
medal at Fort

LOCH SUNART Golf Club held 
its May medal competition at 
Dragon’s Tooth Golf Course in 
Ballachulish last Sunday.

The event was played in bright 
sunshine with Donnie MacPher-

of 67. Iain Mowatt was just one 
shot back in second while Peter 
Lindsey was third with a 69.

Sunart May 
medal win for 
MacPherson

JOHN GRANT is the new 
number one in Fort William 
Tennis Club’s Division 1.

John Grant narrowly defeated 
Monty Bleasdale in the play-
off for the top spot, winning 
a hard-fought series by three 
games to two. Scores: Game (1) 
14 - 12 to Monte- Game (2) 11-9 
to John- Game (3) 11-9 to Monte
Game (4) 14-2 to John- Game (5) 
11-2 to John.

TENNIS
Grant gains narrow 
victory in play-off

AFTER three weeks of play in 
the Lochaber ten-pin bowling 
single leagues at the Nevis Cen-
tre Tony Whitelocke still leads 
Pam Weller by one point in the 
scratch division.

Tim Attack sits a point further 
back in third place on 34 points. 

Attack leads the handicap 
competition on 33 points ahead 
of Rossamy Wareing and David 
Ogg, who both have 29 points.

Total scratch pinfall is led 
by Tony Whitelocke with 1,079 
pins.

One of Lochaber’s oldest bowlers Wilma MacGillvary threw out the first jack to open Lochaber 
Bowling Club’s green at the BA Club, Fort William.

The winning Mull side celebrate their victory at Banavie 20_f19rugby01.

Isle of Mull victorious at 
Banavie’s annual sevens

10-PIN BOWLING
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