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Pipe band members, from left, Iain Hurst, Iain MacIntyre, Donald Morrison and Pipe Major Euan Dewar 
with the Gourock Highland Games Grade 3 trophy. 15_t19pipeband01

NEWLY elected Highlands and 
Islands list MSP Mike Macken-
zie has been ordered to cover 
the costs of a legal hearing after 
missing a court date this week.

Builders, of Easdale Island, is be-
ing sued for £4,087.80 by Walton 
Electrical over alleged unpaid 
bills.

The newly elected SNP MSP 
was due to appear at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Tuesday for a continued 
diet of proof.

However, his agent Stephen 
Macleod said Mr Mackenzie was 

not present because he ‘felt it was 
necessary’ to travel to Edinburgh 
for pre-induction discussions 
ahead of his swearing in at Holy-
rood on Wednesday.

Mr Macleod admitted that, 
physically, it would have been 
possible for his client to attend 
that day before taking the train 
to Edinburgh at the conclusion of 
the hearing.

Sheriff Douglas Small said: 
‘This whole day has been put 
aside to deal with this case and 
this is an extremely busy court. 
Part heard matters have priority.

‘What your submission amounts 
to is that your client believes an 
induction is more important than 
a continued litigation.’

Sheriff Small ordered Mr 
Mackenzie to pay the costs of 
the court for that day, adding that 
continuation was conditional on 
the bill being paid in advance of 
the next hearing in July.

He said: ‘It is him that’s caused 
the delay. It is him asking for the 
proof to be discharged so does it 
not bear that he should be held 
personally responsible?’
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Sheriff orders newly-elected MSP to 
pay up for missing civil court hearing

High school head’s 
uniform ‘reminder’

A FURTHER £195,000 is to be 
spent on consultants for the CHORD 
programme in Oban, bringing 
the total spent to date on experts’ 
fees to somewhere in the region of 
£600,000.

This time, consultants are being 
asked to revamp a former set of 
proposals, introduce a town centre 

the possibility of moving the lifeboat 
station - and developing an inter-
modal transport interchange.

According to documents leaked 
to The Oban Times, the outline 
proposals for Oban, as determined 
by the project board made up of 
councillors, executive directors, 
CalMac’s managing director, a 
HITRANS representative and a 

member of the town centre traders 
association, will see four projects 
taken forward to seek a business case 
for spending more than £6.9 million 
of borrowed cash.

Identified
Consultants AECOM have already 

members to deliver the consultancy 
work and will receive a fee of 
£195,000.

The documents state: ‘It was 
agreed by the project board and the 
programme management board to 

Areas for Action.
‘It was also agreed that Oban 

Development Road (ODR) should be 

management being pursued as the 

A spokeswoman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘Following the 
decision not to progress the marina in 
Oban, the project board revisited the 
projects which were brought forward 
in the original outline business case. 

‘Initial contact has already been 
made with key stakeholders. We will, 
of course, ensure full consultation 
with all stakeholders throughout the 
process as the project progresses and 
we move to develop the full business 
case. 

‘The project going forward will 
look at a refresh of the Oban Action 

Bay and Harbour area to better meet 
the needs of users and developing the 
transport interchange. 

‘The purpose of the full business 

case is to ensure a viable project is 
progressed in the town. 

‘It is too early in the process to be 

plans at this stage.’
Aspirations

One of the proposals on the table is 
to move the RNLI Lifeboat station. 

Mike Robertson, chairman of Oban 
RNLI, said while they had not heard 
of the project in the last few years: 
‘We are aware of the aspirations of 
the council to develop the harbour 
area.

‘We would not want to get in the 
way of development for the town. 

‘If we were to move we would have 
to have a lifeboat facility equivalent 
to the one we have at the moment that 
would give us a berth in an equally 
suitable place.’

Back to drawing board for CHORD scheme

SHOPKEEPERS from Oban 
clashed with local councillors 
over permission given to a market 
trader for a licence in Station 
Square.

More than 40 shopkeepers and 
businesses demanded to know 
the reasons behind the council’s 
decision to grant the market 
application for one of the busiest 

they were struggling to make 
ends.

The meeting was specially 
convened after a report in The 
Oban Times raised the issue of 
the market planned for three days 

in August. In a hot-tempered 
meeting, it was agreed the right 
questions of the market trader 
had been asked but answers had 
not been forthcoming. 

Fiona Fraser, of Bollywood, 
said: ‘You should have got a 
guarantee that the same goods 
were not going to be sold. 

‘You are telling us the same 
goods will not be sold but the 
truth is you don’t know what will 
be on sale. 

‘There is nothing in Oban that 
we do not provide that this market 
will bring. It will take away from 
all of our trade.

‘We are struggling to survive 
and to keep our shops open. We 
need your help not for you to 
bring more competition.’

Councillor Neil Mackay said he 
had been unable to support the 
application to bring the market 
to town, during the Planning, 
Protective Services and Licensing 
Board (PPSL) meeting in April.

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
vice chairman of the PPSL, said 
the councillors had acted in 
good faith with the information 
they had in front of them. He 
said there were no objections at 
the time. For many shopkeepers 

that was not good enough. They 
asked: ‘Why did you allow this to 
happen? We are all struggling to 
make ends meet and you bring a 
market into the town.’

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon 
explained there was very 
little could be done about the 
application after it had been 
issued but the three elected 
members agreed to go away and 

It was agreed to meet up with 
the group again to discuss the 

Is Oban ready for an open 
air market? See page 4

Oban traders’ fury at open air market licence

OBAN Pipe Band has returned 
to competitive piping with a bang 

the season.
Gourock Highland Games 

on the pipe band calendar and 
Oban, which is competing for the 

in Grade 3.
The victory sets the band up well 

the Scottish championship in 
Dumbarton on May 21.

Pipe Major Euan Dewar said: 
‘We have been out of competitive 

piping for so long, so it was great 
to get a bit of success.

‘I think the band has more to 
give. If we play to our potential 
it bodes well for the majors but 
we have a lot of practising to do 
before then.’ 

A total of three bands travelled 
to Gourock from Oban and Oban 
High School Juvenile Band took 
second place in the juvenile 
section. The new Oban High 
School Novice Pipe Band, which 

time, took fourth place in the 
Novice Juvenile Section.

Oban Pipe Band’s drum corps 
won a separate drumming 
competition at Gourock.

In total, more than 70 musicians 
from Oban competed.

Councillor Neil Mackay, 
spokesman for arts, culture, 
leisure and sport, said the victory 
reinforced the importance of 
piping tuition throughout Argyll 
and Bute.

In a tribute to piping and 
drumming in the Oban and Lorn 
area, the three bands marched on 

ceremony of the games.

Pipe band back to winning ways

Pupils told they must dress appropriately
THE DISREGARD shown by 
some Oban High pupils for their 
uniform has prompted head Peter 
Bain to ‘remind’ parents and 
carers that children should be 
properly dressed for school.

Concern has been voiced 
about the appearance of pupils, 
especially when they are away 
from the school at lunch time or 
on their way home.

Girls’ low cut tops and short 
skirts in particular have come 
in for criticism in letters to The 
Oban Times.

In a newsletter to parents, Mr 

without a tie, they are given a tie, 

or thighs exposed we will work 
with parents to dress them 
appropriately.

‘In every case of when a school 
rule is found to be broken we 
discuss with our children why 
society and schools have rules 
and why we need to follow them.

‘The school cannot monitor 

and control the behaviour of the 
children outwith the school. We 
cannot send teachers into Tesco 
or into George Street to check 
if they are littering, swearing 
or rolling up their skirts, for 
example. 

‘However, together with 
parents, we can broadly educate 
our children in terms of what is 
right and wrong.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council pointed out 
that the school had revised its 
uniform policy in 2009 following 
a comprehensive consultation 
exercise with pupils, parents and 
staff.

‘The comments on the new 
uniform from parents, the local 
community and pupils themselves 
have been overwhelmingly 
positive. 

‘However, a minority of pupils 

are now modifying the uniform in 
such a way as to breach the school’s 
uniform policy. Perception of the 
problem increases as pupils often 
modify their uniform when they 
leave the school.

‘The head teacher has used 
the school newsletter to remind 
parents and carers of their 
responsibilities as regards 
pupils’ dress code when they are 
representing the school.  The vast 
majority of pupils and parents are 
fully supportive of his stance.’

A statement from the Oban 
High School Senior Pupil 
Leadership Team said that due 
to the large catchment area: ‘It 
would be insane to send children 
home to Dalmally or Easdale, 
for example, to put a longer skirt 
on. They would end up missing a 
whole day of school.  

‘A girl can easily undo her shirt 
or lift her skirt higher as soon as 
a teacher has turned their back, 
especially when they leave the 
school grounds for lunch or after 

school when they go down the 
street. We know plenty of girls 
who may wear a skirt that is 
slightly too short, but they also 
have exceptionally good grades 
or excel in other areas such as 
music or sport and are credits to 
themselves and the school.’

However, other pupils are 
planning to start a campaign 
against uniform policy. One group 
said: ‘We want to dress how we 
want to dress. We are young and 
this is what the fashions are. Do 
they want us to be dressed head-
to-toe in burkas or something?

men in terrible suits tell us how 
to dress?’ 

One mum said: ‘My child is not 
dressed provocatively for school 
when she leaves the house but 
because other girls wear short 
skirts and low-cut tops, she gets 
changed on the way to school. I 
would never put a ‘half-naked’ 
child out to school but I certainly 
get one home.’

REPORT
by LOUISE LEE

llee@obantimes.co.uk

Agreement reached 
over removal           
of airport fence
A FENCE that limited the size 
of aircraft able to land at Oban 
Airport has now been removed. 

The offending dividing line 
between a logistics company 
and Argyll and Bute Council 
land has been the cause of 
controversy after it was claimed 
it stopped a number of light 

Argyll and Bute Council was 
unwilling to say how much it had 
to pay to resolve the issue. 

Total Logistics Concepts, 
which owned the fence, was also 
unavailable for comment as The 
Oban Times went to press.

The matter had been making 
its way through the court 
system over a number of years, 
but it seems that an out of 
court settlement has now been 
reached.

A spokeswoman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘Both parties 
are pleased to have agreed the 
settlement of all issues.  

‘We look forward to a positive 
working relationship in the 
future to ensure a strong and 
vibrant airport in Oban.’
Early morning 
street fight
A STREET battle in Oban 
during the early hours of Sunday 
morning led to a man suffering 
serious facial injuries.

Men and women were involved 
with six or seven people openly 

the road from Stevenson Street 
at 1.45am to George Street at 
2.15am. A police spokesman 
said: ‘We are appealing for 
witnesses to this incident and 
would encourage anyone who 
saw anything or was involved in 

510500 or on Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111.’

POLICE are looking for 
witnesses to an act of vandalism 
at a local butcher’s shop.

Jackson’s Butchers on George 
Street had its door window 
smashed at some point between 
Saturday at the close of shop and 
11.30 am the following morning.

Information about the incident 
should be given to Oban Police 

Window smashed

Oban hospital consultant suspended
A CONSULTANT from Lorn 
and Islands Hospital has been 
suspended.

Details of the consultant’s 
name and specialism have not 
been revealed, however, it is 
understood it is a senior male 
member of staff.

A full investigation is now 
underway after the General 

Medical Council (GMC) was 
contacted.

It is understood the suspension 
was put into place last week after 
an internal investigation referred 
the matter to the GMC. 

The Oban Times has been told 
a number of complaints about the 
practice of the individual were 
made to the hospital. 

It will now be for the GMC to 
undertake an investigation into 
the allegations.

A spokesman for NHS Highland 
said: ‘We do not comment on 
matters of internal discipline.

‘However, we would like to let 
members of the public know that 
clinical activity is continuing as 
normal at the hospital.’

AN RAF rescue helicopter was 
scrambled to evacuate a tourist 
staying on the Island of Erraid on 
Tuesday who broke her arm.

Volunteer Coastguards from 
Fionnphort, Isle of Mull, were 
also called to the incident on the 
island. Erraid is on the tip of the 
Ross of Mull and can only be 
reached by vehicle during certain 
tides. She was taken to hospital in 
Glasgow. 

Visitor airlifted

Safety alert 
after danger 
bridge fall
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Thousands
turn to SNP 
in Argyll

Fresh from his success winning the Argyll and Bute seat with a 
majority of 8,543, the SNP’s Michael Russell celebrates with wife 

Cathleen and son Cailean. 15_t19election20

Huge swing to nationalists as 
voters desert local Lib-Dems

‘Inkling’ of victory proves correct - but 
size of majority takes many by surprise

First Minister Alex Salmond and SNP candidate Dave Thompson 
were confi dent of victory during their walkabout in Fort William 

High Street last Monday  – and were proved right when the 
nationalists swept the boards in the Highlands.

20_f19snp01  

IN SKYE, Lochaber and 
Badenoch predictions that the 
SNP’s Dave Thompson was 
on track to take the seat from 
the Lib-Dems proved spot on 
– although his 5,000 majority 
took many by surprise.

A delighted Mr Thompson said 
he had an inkling something 
special was in the wind in the 
run-up to May 5.

‘I have known for a little while 
that we were looking very good 
and in line to win it,’ he said.

‘What we were not sure of 
was how big the majority would 
be – it is absolutely fantastic 
and far better than I expected. 
Looking back at the responses 
we received, perhaps we should 
have anticipated that. The whole 
of the Highlands has turned SNP 
yellow, which is a wonderful 
testament to the people’s faith in 
us.

‘The people of the Highlands 
and Scotland have woken up 
to the truth about the unionist 
parties, namely that they do not 
have their interests at heart – and 
that the SNP has had, and always 
will have.

‘This result shows that the 
people are trusting us to take the 
country forward through the next 

the London parties think very 
carefully about what Scotland 
is saying to them - particularly 
in relation to the Scotland Bill 
going through Holyrood and 
Westminster at the moment.’

Asked about the prospects for 
a referendum on independence, 
he said: ‘What we have found is 

the Tories, Liberal Democrats or 
Labour – a lot of them say yes to 
independence and voted SNP for 

‘We will be pushing to 
strengthen the Scotland Bill by 
including Scottish control of the 
Crown Estate, corporation tax 
and borrowing powers. What 
Westminster needs to think about 
is what will be the reaction in 
Scotland if they don’t give the 
people what they seem to be 
wanting? We will point that out 
and hopefully they will have 
enough sense to listen.’

Re-elected Na h-Eileanean an 
Iar (Western Isles) MSP Alasdair 
Allan said his thumping majority 
was the SNP’s biggest since the 
late Donnie Stewart’s historic 
win in February 1974.

He said: ‘This is beyond what I 
expected. I never foresaw that my 
majority would go up by a factor 
of six. I think I am right in saying 
I polled 65 per cent of the vote, 
which was the second biggest 
share in Scotland and the best 
result in the Western Isles in 40 
years.’

He added:‘I would like to think 
the result is some recognition that 
I have been a hard working MSP. 
I think people were looking for 

local issues such as the cost of 
fuel, but the government’s record 
on introducing RET also proved 
popular.

‘However, there is also no 
doubt that something major 
has happened across Scotland, 
something quite extraordinary.’

POLITICAL pundits would not 
have dared to predict - or indeed 
believed - the overwhelming 
support for the SNP’s Michael 
Russell.

Voters sent the former education 
secretary to Holyrood as Argyll 
and Bute MSP with a ten-fold 
increase in the majority of his 
predecessor Jim Mather.

Conservative Jamie McGrigor, 
Labour’s Mick Rice and Liberal 
Democrat Alison Hay were left 
reeling in his wake.

Mr Russell fought his campaign 
on many issues and some would 
say that as education secretary 
in the pre-election government, 
the threat of rural school closures 
may have fallen into his lap as 
good campaign fodder.

However, other issues, such 
as protecting rural life, looking 
seriously at the plight of islanders, 
plans to freeze the council tax 
for a further one year, looking 
at a regulator for ferry services 
and an ambitious climate change 
agenda may also have swayed the 
voters. 

Whatever it was that Mr Russell 
brought to the table, it has instilled 

the voters.
In his acceptance speech, he 

said it was now time to get on 
with the business of government 

There is no doubt 
something quite 
extraordinary 
has happened 
across Scotland.
Alasdair Allan
Western Isles.

What they said. . .
People are 
trusting us to 
take the country 
forward.
Dave Thompson, 
Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch.

It is very 
humbling to 
serve the people 
of the Highlands 
and Islands.
List MSP Mike 
MacKenzie.

SNP hold
Turnout: 54.36 per cent

Michael Russell, SNP        13,390
Jamie McGrigor, C,              4,847
Mick Rice, Lab,               4,041
Alison Hay, Lib-Dem            3,220
George Doyle, Ind                 542
George White, Lib                 436

Majority: 8,543

Argyll and Bute Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch

Na H-Eileanan An Iar

SNP gain
Turnout: 55.97 per cent

Dave Thompson, SNP         14,737
Alan MacRae, Lib-Dem         9,742
Linda Stewart, Lab                 4,112
Kerensa Carr, C                      2,834
Ronnie Campbell, ND               490
               
Majority: 4,995

SNP hold
Turnout: 59.59 per cent

Alasdair Allan, SNP           8,496
Donald Crichton, Lab            3,724
Charlie McGrigor, C                563
Peter Morrison, Lib-Dem        228

Majority: 4,772 

How you voted. . .

A BUILDER got the biggest 
surprise of election day when he 
discovered he was to be elected 
as a national politician.

When The Oban Times phoned 
Mike MacKenzie to tell him it 
was looking likely he might get 
a seat as a list candidate, he was 
digging out and strengthening 
part of the harbour wall on the 
Hebridean Island of Easdale 
where he lives.

No stranger
Mike didn’t believe it was 

possible to be elected as he 
was third on the list as an SNP 
candidate, but he did not count 
on the huge turnout of voters in 
Argyll and Bute many of whom 
voted for the nationalists. 

Mike is no stranger to politics 
and has lost out in his political 
ambitions in the past. 

He had been in the race for the 
Westminster seat last May but lost 
out to Alan Reid MP - the Liberal 

Democrat candidate. Mike now 
an MSP said: ‘It is very humbling 
to be elected and to be able to 
serve the people of the Highlands 
and Islands.

‘There is much work to be done 
and I will certainly do everything 

I can to help make our rural 
and island communities more 
sustainable.’

Mike was invited along with 
the 68 SNP MSPs to attend the 

morning at Holyrood.

Michael Russell, newly elected MSP for Argyll and Bute, with Alex Salmond during the SNP leader’s campaign visit to Oban. 
16_t19mikeandalex2 

REPORT
by LOUISE LEE

llee@obantimes.co.uk

Mike’s surprise at gaining list seat

and he hoped to meet council 

school closure plans.
Voters continued to be 

supportive of the work of Jamie 
McGrigor MSP, who was 
returned as the Conservative list 
MSP covering the Highlands and 
Islands, and who came second in 
the constituency vote. 

Disappointed
Jamie said: ‘I was disappointed 

not to be voted in as the 
constituency MSP as I would 

in the area where I live, but I am 
delighted to be returned as the 
list MSP for the Highlands and 
Islands.

‘I will continue to respond to 
the needs of constituents on any 
matter – it is a privilege to do so.’

Mick Rice, Labour, said he was 
happy to have done better than 
the Liberal Democrats, although 
these days, he said: ‘That isn’t 
much of an achievement.’

Alison Hay of the Liberal 
Democrats was gracious in her 
defeat, wishing Mr Russell all the 
best in his new role. 

As a senior councillor in Argyll 
and Bute she will no doubt be 
seeing him over the coming days 
and weeks to discuss the thorny 
issue of rural school closures, an 
issue much-debated during many 
hustings meetings that were 
carried out in Argyll and Bute 
and in part, perhaps, part of her 
downfall.

The total votes cast was up 
slightly with a turnout of 54.36 
per cent (26,658 voters).

A suprised, but delighted, Mike MacKenzie. 15_t19election21

Is it time for a referendum on independence?                                                     
Log on to www.facebook.com/obantimes to have your say.

Resounding ‘no’ to alternative vote system
VOTERS in Argyll and Bute delivered a 

with nearly two-thirds rejecting reform 
to the UK Parliamentary electoral 
system.

Of the 26,285 votes lodged, 16,580, 
or 63 per cent, were against the 
introduction of the alternative vote 
(AV), while 9,526 wanted to do away 

Ironically, of the 179 ballot papers 
rejected, seven people voted both for 
and against the introduction of AV on 

their ballots.  Some 171 were rejected 
for uncertainty, while one paper was 
marked in such a way as to identify the 
voter.

The result follows closely the trend 
across the UK, with an overwhelming 
67.9 per cent of voters across the 
country rejecting AV. 

The referendum was a key pledge 
in the Liberal Democrats’ election 
manifesto, but the proposal put before 
the country was a far cry from the 
proportional representation system the 

party had been pressing for. The result 
is a critical blow to their plans and is 
likely to see any proposals to reform 
the electoral system pushed back years, 
if not decades.

Turnout for the referendum in Argyll 
and Bute was 53.73 per cent, broadly 
following the Scottish trend, which 
showed an overall turnout of 50.7 per 
cent. Voters south of the border were 
the most reluctant to have their say, 
with turnout rarely creeping above 40 
per cent.

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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Safety alert 
after danger 
bridge fall

Luigi Lopez, who tripped and fell into the Black Lynn, and, inset, the scars on the back of his head. 16_t19bridge1

REPORT
by LOUISE LEE

llee@obantimes.co.uk

Oban cash machines 
targeted by skimmers
BEWARE before withdrawing cash from ATMs in Oban 

skimming devices, police warned this week. 

machine at the Co-op Supermarket late on Thursday 
evening. A skimming device was later removed.

Since then a number of other devices have been removed 
from machines in the area.

A Strathclyde Police spokesman said: ‘This incident was 
followed by a number of other skimming devices being 
removed from machines throughout Oban.

Vigilant
‘People should be vigilant when using cash machines – in 

some cases there are tell-tale signs, such as score marks and 
damage to the card slot area. 

‘The card slot will often be loose, in some cases so much-
so that it can be moved around, and a micro-camera will be 
in the vicinity to take the details of your PIN. 

‘In some cases people may be looking over your shoulder 
to get your number. 

‘People should phone the police immediately if anything 
unusual is noticed with the cash machine. 

‘The quicker people phone the police the sooner we can 
stop this serious crime.’

Council plans urgent repairs

Michael Banasik, Mayor of Wollondilly, and his wife Anne, present the shire’s fl ag to representatives of 
the Appin community and Oban North and Lorn councillors. 15_t19appin01

TWO COMMUNITIES called 
Appin, 10,000 miles apart, were 
brought together last week to 
mark a special anniversary.

The Australian town of Appin, 
Wollondilly shire, New South 
Wales, is celebrating its bicen-
tenary this year and has invited 
members of the community from 
Appin, Argyll to the celebra-
tions.

And last week during a holiday 
in Scotland, Councillor Michael 
Banasik, Mayor of Wollondilly, 
visited Appin, Argyll. He and his 
wife, Anne, joined members of 
the community for lunch at the 
Pierhouse Hotel, before being 
taken on a tour of the village.

The lunch was attended by 
community representatives, 
from octogenarian Johnny Mac-
Corquodale to Strath of Appin 
Primary School pupils Aimee 
Johnston and Brych Hensman-
Martin. The four Oban North 
and Lorn councillors, Duncan 
MacIntyre, Neil Mackay, Donald 
MacDonald and Elaine Robert-
son, were also present.

Earlier that day they had taken 
the Australian couple to Atlantis 
Leisure, Oban Distillery and 
Oban War and Peace Museum, 
explaining how the town was 
also marking its bicentenary this 
year.

Dr Iain McNicol, who was at 

the lunch, explained the unique 
tie-in Appin, Argyll had with the 
two towns. Elizabeth Campbell, 
from Airds House, married 
Lachlan Macquarie, a native 
of Ulva Island and Governor of 
New South Wales, who named 
Appin after his wife’s birthplace. 
But he also said it was two Port 
Appin brothers, John and Hugh 
Stevenson, who founded Oban 
Distillery, the structure the town 

of Oban was built around.
‘In the same month, in the 

same year, you could argue that 
Appin brought about the creation 
of both communities,’ he told the 
guests.

Councillor MacIntyre pre-
sented a quaich to the Banasiks 
and Appin Community Council 
handed over a photograph of the 
iconic Stalker Castle.

In return the Banasiks pre-

sented Councillor MacIntyre 

Councillor Banasik, who was 
born near Edinburgh, praised the 
friendliness of the community 
and the beauty of the scenery. 
‘This visit will be a real highlight 
for us,’ he said. Links between 
the two Appins have been forged 
over the years by the primary 
schools and the historical socie-
ties in both communities.

Worlds apart - two Appins separated by 10,000 miles

AFTER weeks of waiting for a 
broken ferry gangway at Mull 
terminal to be repaired, an 
interim structure is expected to 
be in place by the weekend.

The gangway has been broken 
for months, forcing passengers 
between Craignure and Oban to 
walk along the pier, boarding the 
ferry via the car deck.

During the Easter period this 
involved hundreds of passengers 
walking on and off the car deck 
and although this caused some 

delays in service, there were no 
major hold-ups.

The gangway is owned and op-
erated by Caledonian Maritime 
Assets Ltd (CMAL), which said 
it was looking into the issue.

A spokesman for ferry operator 
Caledonian MacBrayne added: 
‘Every effort is being made 
to remedy the situation with 
the gangway at Craignure and 
CMAL advise that the interim 
gangway will be in place this 
weekend.’

Mull ferry gangway woes

CONSTITUENCY MSP Michael 
Russell is keen for constituents 
to keep in touch, but until his 

he is asking people to contact 
him via michael.russell.msp@
scottish.parliament.uk or by 
mail to The Scottish Parliament, 
Edinburgh, EH99 1SP and by 
phone to 01369 702011.  

Constituency manager Ron 
Simon is also available on 07854 
611159. 

Contact details for 
newly-elected MSP

THE BODY of a missing 

police divers from Loch Etive 
last weekend. 

Kevin Gallacher had been 
missing since his boat capsized 
on the loch on April 30.

Four other people who were 
on board the vessel when it 
overturned had managed to 
swim to the shoreline and raise 
the alarm.

Strathclyde Police said the 
relatives of Mr Gallacher, of 
Tannochside near Uddingston, 
had been informed.

Body of missing 
fi sherman found

AN OBAN couple waited more 
than six weeks for repairs to a se-
rious water leak in their garden.

Colin and Lorna Campbell of 

alerted Scottish Water to the 
problem on March 24.

Mr Campbell, a pensioner, 
explained: ‘Since a repair to a 
telegraph pole in our garden on 
March 21 a pool of surface water 
started to appear in the garden.

‘We phoned Scottish Water on 
March 24 and they immediately 
sent out an engineer who told us 
there was a problem with a leak. 
At that time he suspected a sew-
age leak.

‘But despite many phone calls 
to Scottish Water about the leak 
they denied there was problem. 

‘They told us it was water run-
ning down the hill – but we live 

at the top, so how could water 
run up a hill? 

‘I have been in this house since 
1963 and until this incident there 
had never been a problem. 

Contaminated
‘The problem was the mains 

water coming into our house 
could have been contaminated if 
there was a rupture in that pipe, 
and that would only be made 
worse if there was a leak in the 
sewage pipe as well.

‘For all we know we could have 
been drinking contaminated 
water for months. 

‘Scottish Water were simply 
not listening and were getting 
shirty with us every time we 
phoned them.’

Scottish Water has now com-
pleted the work and the water 
supply is back to normal.

Oban couple’s six week 
wait for water pipe work

GPs agree to take on vacant 
Islay and Jura practices
ISLAY GPs Jean Knowles and Grace 
Gibson have agreed to jointly run the 
vacant practices at Bowmore and on 
the Isle of Jura.

Drs Knowles and Gibson currently 
run Port Ellen and Port Charlotte prac-
tices, respectively, on General Medical 
Service contracts.

Proposals for how the Jura surgery 
– which will continue to operate sepa-
rately – will be run are taking shape 
before the start date of October 1.

However, the doctors have agreed to 
take on Bowmore only if certain issues, 
such as the leasing of the building, are 
ironed out. At present the surgery is 
owned by the previous GP. 

Bowmore residents will have the 

out about the future of health services 
in the village at a community council 
meeting in the Columba Centre next 
Monday (May 16), when Drs Knowles 

and Gibson will be present. The two 
doctors met members of the Jura com-
munity on Monday and community 
council vice chairman Donald Ewen 
Darroch said the discussion had been 
extremely positive.

The GPs’ initial plan is to employ an 
NHS staff doctor for the island, with 
cover being provided from Islay to 
give the resident doctor time off. Jura 
surgery has not had a resident doctor 
since February this year.

Bowmore has not had a permanent 
doctor since July 2010 and the Commu-
nity Health Partnership had previously 
advertised the post on two occasions 
without success.

Hamish Campbell, secretary of Islay 
Community Council, said: ‘There has 
been an unsettled air on Islay with 
regards to health provision, so we need 
to know exactly what the future plans 
are.’

School trip bug misery
SIXTEEN primary school 
children from the Isle of Islay 
are recovering after falling ill 
with a sickness and diarrhoea 
bug last Thursday during a trip 
to Edinburgh.

The pupils were among a group 
of 58 children and nine staff on 
the joint school trip.

Argyll and Bute Council said 14 
of the children had to be treated 

None of the staff were ill. 
A spokeswoman said: ‘Parents 

of the children who were ill were 
informed early on Thursday 
morning and staff at the schools 
involved were told as soon as the 
schools opened.’

All but 12 of the children 
returned home the following 
day and the remainder arrived 
back on the island last Saturday. 
The director of public health in 
Edinburgh has been informed.

The spokeswoman added: ‘The 
source of the illness is not thought 
to come from the island.’

A MAN fell into the Black Lynn 
Burn at the weekend only days 
after Argyll and Bute Council 
were warned a bridge in disrepair 
was an accident waiting to hap-
pen.

Last week The Oban Times 
showed pictures of the broken and 
dilapidated barriers at the Soroba 
Lane Bridge, after the matter 
was raised at Oban Community 
Council.

Unwittingly Luigi Lopez, who 
lives near to the bridge, was 
walking home alone after a meal 
with friends drinking ‘no more 
than two small glasses of wine’, 
when he tripped and fell onto the 
barrier and into the water. He 
hit his head on a concrete block 
before becoming submerged in 
the water.

Luigi, who believes he suffered 
from concussion after hitting his 
head, said he wasn’t really sure 

how the accident happened. He 
said: ‘I remember being in the 
water and the coldness of the burn 
waking me up. I immediately 

Soaked
Luigi, who is a carer, continued: 

‘I wasn’t thinking straight. I 
waited for a bit before deciding I 
just needed to get home.

‘I was soaked through to the 
skin. When the ambulance and 
police arrived at my home – only 
minutes after the incident they 
took me straight to the hospital as 
I had a egg-shaped wound on my 
head that required 13 stitches.’ 

Luigi also has grazes on his 
neck and bruising to his back and 
body. 

He continued: ‘I thought I was 
going to drown. If I hadn’t woken 
up then I wouldn’t be here today. 

‘It is not good enough that this 
bridge is falling apart and no 
one has done anything about it. I 
could have died. What will it take 
before something is done?’

Emergency Service control-

ter was reported to them shortly 
around midnight on Saturday 
and a man was subsequently 
taken from his home to Lorn and 
Islands Hospital.

A spokeswoman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘We are very 
sorry to hear of this incident. En-
gineers will be on site as soon as 
possible to install new temporary 
barriers until a more permanent 
solution can be found.’

It is understood work to make 
the bridge safe will begin by the 
end of the week.

Trouble brewing for Ginger Jakey

Argyll Breweries’ Harry Forbes responsibly enjoys a taste of their 
latest creation, Ginger Jakey. 15_t19gingjak1

IT’S FIZZY, it’s ginger and it’s 
brewing up quite a stir with its 
unusual name - Oban brewed real 
ale Ginger Jakey.

Argyll Breweries’ latest draught 
has drawn the attention of 
Alcohol Focus Scotland, among 
others, who have criticised the 
company for apparently using 
the title ‘jakey’ in a light-hearted 
way, claiming it will encourage 
binge drinking.

But the brewers themselves 
are bemused at the comments, 
saying the title is simply a light 
hearted introduction to Scot-
land’s language for tourists to the 
Oban area – where it is almost 
exclusively sold.

Manager of the Oban Bay 
Brewery, Harry Forbes, said: ‘It 
has not even been out for a month 
and even then only available in 
cask. Its name sits in with our 
other ranges, such as Skelpt Lug, 
Scallywager and Kilt Lifter.

‘I disagree with anyone who 
thinks it encourages binge drink-
ing. It is a real ale that can only be 
bought in pubs.

‘It’s not as if people can stock 

up on bottles of it and drink it all 
at home.’

The name was arrived at in 
simple manner. An amber ale, 
ginger came to mind almost im-
mediately to represent its colour. 
The ‘jakey’ part of the name 
was selected purely because it 
sounded good, Harry said.

The 4.2 per cent, medium 

and has won a few fans who 

have enjoyed – responsibly – the 
brew.

Director of Argyll Breweries, 
Derwyn Hewitt, said: ‘I was a 
bit surprised by the comments. 
We only picked the name as it 
kept with the comic names we’ve 
picked previously and because it 
would attract the tourist market.

‘I wouldn’t think a name would 
encourage anyone to binge drink 
anything.’

Stricken tanker 
causes road chaos
A TANKER stuck on the 
Bealach and Righ in Oban 

both directions on the A85 and 
led to a collision between two 
cars on Tuesday.

Police closed the road as 
the tanker tried to get moving 

along the A85 from around 
10am, a westbound Vauxhall 
Astra collided with a stationary 
eastbound-facing Toyota Auris. 
No-one was seriously injured in 
the incident.

A short while later the tanker 
driver was able to move the 
vehicle off the road and the A85 
reopened after both cars were 
removed from the carriageways.     

Car destroyed by 
fi re near Dalavich
THERE were no suspicious 

near to Kilmun, Dalavich, on 
Saturday.

Witnesses say the car had 

single track C29 road.
Police are not looking for 

anyone else in regard to the 
incident and no arrests have been 
made. 

Nokia dials up 
‘unique’ whisky
TOBERMORY Distillery is to be 
featured as part of a new mobile 
phone launch campaign.

The Nokia E7 phone campaign 
brings together ‘unique’ products 
and will see representatives of 
the company visit the distillery 
before heading off throughout 
Scotland and England.

Next week when the company’s 

postcode area E7, it will carry 
bottles of whisky made on Mull.

Fuel bill threatens steamer’s visits
A £250,000 rise in fuel costs 
could make this season’s visit of 
the paddle steamer Waverley to 
Scotland’s west coast its last.

The 693-tonne boat has left 
Oban for the last time this year, 

departure because of a fuel bill 
that just keeps on rising.

That, combined with a drop in 

passenger numbers, could force 
owners Waverley Excursions to 
take the boat off the water. 

Charity
The charity is hoping to raise 

an extra £500,000 this year to 
keep the trips going.

The boat is the last of its kind 
in the world and burns around 
£400 worth of fuel every hour, 

meaning £3million is required 
every year just to cover its 
costs.

Waverley Excursions’ Graeme 

ways of plugging this gap, this 
could be the last year that we’re 
able to sail the ship because the 
economics become unviable 
beyond that.’

A NAMING ceremony for 
the new Islay ferry, the MV 
Finlaggan, at Port Askaig on 
May 25 will welcome CalMac’s 
newest ship to the island.

The MV Finlaggan, which has 
a distinctive bulbous bow, was 
built in Gdansk, Poland and has 
undergone extensive sea trials in 
both Poland and Scotland.

A spokesman for CalMac 
Ferries Ltd said on Tuesday that 

sailing but added it would be 
‘as soon as possible’ after the 
naming ceremony.

Naming ceremony 
for new Islay ferry

20-year exchange 
anniversary
REPRESENTATIVES of twin 
towns Oban and Laurinburg, 
North Carolina are to mark the 
20th exchange between the two 
towns. Anyone involved with the 
exchange is encouraged to join 
the Oban-Laurinburg 20 Year 
Exchange and Reunion Facebook 
page.

WATER WELLS/
BOREHOLES

Our Drilling Rig will 
be on MULL and 

around OBAN during 
May 2011

For information or 
bookings call:
Margaret on 
01967 431455

or
Colin on 07799 333699

C S Drilling 
Services
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Is Oban ready 
for an open 
air market?
IS OBAN ready to embrace a 
regular open air market?

Plans for a three-day street 
market in Station Square - on the 
heels of the recent continental 
market - have not proved univer-
sally popular among some of the 
town’s established traders who 
fear they will see little, if any, 

And the organiser of a previous 
attempt to establish a regular 
Oban producers’ market says the 
lack of a ‘market town tradition’ 
could be behind the traders’ 

Tim Bowis now organises 
the local producers’ market at 
Kintaline Farm, in Benderloch, 
however, he was previously part 
of the North Argyll Farmers’ 
Market Association, which tried 

He explained: ‘A number of 
years ago, there were a number 
of producers thinking that Oban 

‘We formed the North Argyll 
association and that operated for 
a couple of years on a monthly 

‘However, one of its problems 
was that being held in town, it 
needed planning permission and 
the council did not seem to be 
very supportive of the market at 

He said that although the 

markets were held regularly, they 
were held in different places, such 
as Stafford Street, Station Square 

they appeared to the public to be 

‘They were held in a different 

Undeterred, Tim and his wife 
Jill set about organising produc-

third Thursday of the month at 
their farm under the auspices 
of LORN – the Local Origins 
Rural Network – of which Tim is 
the market organiser and Jill the 

August 2008 and the 50th last 

Tim said the market continues 
to grow, based around a core 
group of stallholders and regular 
shoppers, boosted by other busi-
nesses who set up stall every so 
often and visitors from outside 

‘The beauty of is that visitors 
never know quite who is going to 

‘The attraction of our market 
is that in buying from the stall-
holder, the public is talking to the 

person who grew, produced or 

is something visitors to the area 
expect, because they have a 
market in their own home towns 
and want to know when there is 

So would Tim support any 
new moves for a regular open air 
market in Oban?

wouldn’t see it detracting from 
what we do here – the more 

experience was that Oban isn’t 
ready for it but we are always 

‘The continental market is 
bringing activity to Oban and 
if people from out of the area 
decided to go to Oban because 
there was a continental market, 
they are going to go to a café, a 

Frank Drummond, who oper-
ates Celtic art business Keltica 
from a workshop in Connel is a 
regular at Kintaline and also took 
a stall at the recent continental 

‘I think Oban needs something 
like that, especially in the 
centre of town, away from the 
supermarkets, so you are drawing 
more people into George Street 

REPORT 
by STUART LAUNDY

Keeping it local: Tim Bowis, organiser of the local producers’ market at Kintaline Farm, Benderloch, which was held for the 50th time last 
week. 15_t19timbowis01

Find us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

WE ASKED for readers’ views via our Facebook 

forward:

Elaina Macdonald: If anything is a threat 

continental market is good for the town, in my 

Mikey McManus: I would disagree about 

at nearly £20 a bag and that’s something we can 

attraction and isn’t here very long and to be 

Lee Williamson: The prices of the continental 
market deem it not a threat to local business, 
however, it is a refreshing change and somewhere 

David Milner: There is no harm having a 
contintental market as it shows there is more to 

getting pushed is local suppliers and producers 

published in The Oban Times showed some great 
potential to maximise the use of local suppliers 
and producers by offering dedicated market 

Tim Dingle: Given the prices they were charging 
I don’t foresee them being much of a threat to 

Caragh Scott: -
ing similar in Oban and nice to see something 

Allan Strang: They’ll be a threat even more so 

AN OBAN charity shop has pulled 
off a real scoop by collecting 373 
spoons for poverty-stricken children in 

Mary’s Meals volunteer Debbie 
Curran began collecting spoons at the 
Stevenson Street shop after hearing the 
children the charity is feeding often eat 

The spoons will be going to 
Zingwangwa Primary School, a school 
where Mary’s Meals currently works, 
with a group from Holyrood Academy 

Debbie explained: ‘A friend of mine 
is a teacher at Holyrood and she told 
me 30 pupils and staff members will 
be going to Zingwangwa this summer 

‘Because of the tie up we have with 
Mary’s Meals, I thought we could send 

Although the spoons went to 
Holyrood last weekend, Debbie will 

There will also be a collection at Oban 

Shop manager Marie Rowan said: 
‘While we would welcome more 
spoons, we would encourage people 
to donate other items, such as clothing 

‘We rely completely on what comes 

Mary’s Meals volunteers Debbie Curran, Mary McInnes, Jean Campbell and 
Christine Litster count out the spoons. 15_t19marys01

in through the front door, as we have 

Mary Meals provides a free meal 

for more than 500,000 schoolchildren 
every day in an effort to reduce hunger 

Spoonfuls of aid for Malawi kids

Affordable homes 
boost for Tyndrum
A CLUTCH of new affordable homes 
has been made available for rent in 
Tyndrum thanks to the Rural Stirling 
Housing Association (RSHA) and 

Working in partnership, the organisa-
tions built three large family houses 

their heating and hot water provided by 

At the request of the community, a 
new footpath and footbridge has been 
constructed to run across a burn from 

Effort
Its opening marks the culmination of 

a long process and considerable effort 
by both the association and members of 

The site was originally to be de-
veloped in 2000 through a self-build 

They then stood vacant until 2007 
when RSHA acquired the site and, 

commissioned an independent housing 

need study to help establish the type of 

The local community was then 
involved in regular meetings with 
RSHA staff and the architect to discuss 
the housing mix and design of the new 

Worthwhile

secretary Moira Robertson said: ‘We 
found the consultation process worth-
while and really appreciated that our 

‘We are pleased with the design of the 
homes and it’s great that at long last the 

Chairman of Rural Stirling Owen 
McKee said: ‘This is another great 
example of successful partnership 
working between the association, the 
local community, Stirling Council, 
which provided the site, and the Scot-
tish Government which is providing 

The homes have already been al-
located to local people or people who 
have a need to move to the area under 

Man screamed at 
cowering mother
A MAN who screamed and shouted 
abuse at his cowering 80-year-old 
mother after a funeral on Mull has 
been placed on a community payback 

Callum MacDougall, 44, of 2 Lorn 
Court, Oban, was ordered to carry out 
100 hours of unpaid work within 12 
months after previously admitting the 
incident, which occurred at a house in 

Both his mother and his 85-year-old 

The court heard that MacDougall 
became enraged after his mother had 

Attached to the order was a 
requirement for supervision during 
unpaid work and a condition not to 

Festival of museums
THREE Argyll museums will host a 
series of events this weekend as part of 

Auchindrain Museum at Furnace, 
by Inveraray, Seil’s Slate Islands 
Heritage Trust and Kilmartin House, 
Lochgilphead, have all arranged 
special activities for the inaugural 

LAST-ditch talks to keep the 
Jura Passenger Ferry service 

today (Thursday) at Argyll and 
Bute Council’s headquarters in 

year completed a successful 
three-year pilot, was considered 
sunk after the council refused 
an appeal for funding from Jura 

However, the trust hopes the 
meeting will offer an alternative 

Islay-based Councillor Robin 
Currie, who argued strongly for 
the continuation of the service, 
said: ‘I think it’s important we 
get some kind of service this 

‘It won’t be a full service but 

The ferry was subsidised by the 

Last year the service transported 
7,000 people over the summer 

It is also argued that for every 
£1 spent on the service, the 
return to the island economy is 

Councillor Currie added: ‘I 
don’t think people understand 

‘They question why it needs 
a subsidy if it is so successful, 
but there are a lot of other ferry 
services on the west coast that 

CONSTRUCTION on Coll’s 

An Cridhe, has started, with 
substantial building work to 

The community company 
behind it, Development Coll, 
says it has been given a letter of 
comfort from Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning department 
to start work, despite awaiting 
approval for a reapplication 
required because of changes to the 

Not only is the hall slightly 
closer to the road, but a number 
of construction materials have 

changed and the layout of the 

The man leading the An

progressing within the bounds of 

He said: ‘Work has now started 
and we’ve been given comfort by 
the planning department to go 

Relaxed
‘They are completely relaxed 

about it and it is great to get the 

have been lodged by residents 

of the island to the new planning 

Among the complaints are that 
the building is not in keeping 
with the local area, is outwith the 
local development plan and poses 

Furthermore, there are concerns 

a photograph of an opportunistic 
canoeist taking advantage of the 

found on the site in the past and 

are concerned the site may have 

There are also question marks 
over land ownership, with some 
alleging that permission has not 
been sought from the owner of 
land on the boundary of the site 

Mr Fraser is unconcerned by 

He said: ‘I’d be astonished if it’s 

‘It’s highly unlikely that 
planning is going to turn round 
and say it’s not going to go 

Eleventh-hour  
talks on Jura ferry

Exemplary 
behaviour
A TEENAGER who committed 
a breach of the peace on March 
4 this year has been admonished 
following his recent exemplary 

Michael Duncan, aged 17, 
of 17a Glencruitten Drive, 
Oban - who is on probation for 
another offence - had previously 
admitted to conducting himself 
in a disorderly manner at Mull 

However, the court heard 

steps to putting his life on the 

His probation will be further 

Fine for thief who 
stole headsets
AN OBAN man who stole two 
Bluetooth headsets then later 
struggled with police has been 

Jordan Suter, aged 26, of 
Dunmore Lodge, Oban, stole the 
mobile phone headsets from a 
shop in Argyll Square on July 28 

A PSYCHOTIC episode by a 
former heroin addict saw him 
enter a closed shop in Oban’s 
Albany Street, before leaping 
the counter towards the startled 

James Kelly, of 2c Sinclair 
Drive, Oban, was put on one 
year’s probation when he ap-
peared at the town’s Sheriff 
Court last week, but was warned 
that any further misdemeanours 

The court heard that 30-year-old 

after it had closed, and was 

cursed before running towards 

Believing he was about to be 
robbed, the shopkeeper restrained 

Kelly’s defence agent, Duncan 
Durbin, said: ‘He has, until 
fairly recently, been dependent on 

‘He was, at the time, suffering 
from psychotic episodes due to 

of this that I wrote to an expert 
in Lochgilphead to see if he may 

‘While it was quite clearly the 
result of a psychotic episode, he 
was quite aware of what he was 

Sheriff Douglas Small, who 
also sentenced Kelly to 150 hours 
of community service, said: ‘If 
you breach these orders, I’m very 

Addict’s psychotic episodeConstruction starts on Coll’s £2.5million 
community hall - despite six objections MEMBERS of Oban Strings 

took to the streets of Oban 
recently in a two-hour busking 

Passers-by were entertained 
by the group of young violin 
players, aged 8-12, to help raise 

weather meant music went 

of Tarbert Academy Folk Group 
and former orchestra members 
Merle and Charlotte, now in S2 

Oban Primary Campus, this was 

The next will be indoors at the 

Pulling strings in 
Station Square

16th - 21st May 2011

SCOTTS SANDWICHES
Telephone 01631 566646

in support of British Sandwich Week
*offer applies 16th-21st May inclusive

BLT Baguette
*Special Price 
£2.50

WeekSandwich

We have all the ingredients to 
ensure you reach your full potential

As part of our ongoing commitment to promote local restaurants and cafes 
we feature a DINING OUT SECTION every month in the Oban Times. 
If you would like to advertise your business in this section then call 

Circulation:
*16,151

Readership:
**40,212

SOURCE: *Audit period: Jan 2009 - Dec 2009 **Jigreg data as at 01/01/2011.

The Oban Times is purchased by 84% of all households in Oban 
Our circulation in Oban alone stands at *4,939 giving a readership each week of **11,995.
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Adventurers head to 
Africa in search of gold

Adventurers Alasdair Hoon, Calum Peden, Jonathan Sayer and Kirsty Pallas, pictured second row, with the Sequence Choir. 07_t19morocco02

REPORT 
by STUART LAUNDY

slaundy@obantimes.co.uk

Oban Duke of Edinburgh group must raise £4,000
A GROUP of Oban adventurers is 
off to Morocco in search of gold 
– Duke of Edinburgh Gold.

Alasdair Hoon, Calum Peden, 
Kirsty Pallas and Jonathan Sayer, 
all aged 17, are heading to the 
Atlas mountains to complete the 
expedition section as they work 
towards their gold awards.

The sixth year Oban High 
School students have worked 
their way through the Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze and Silver 

awards, starting in S3, and plan 
to gain golds before heading 
their separate ways after leaving 
school.

To take part in the expedition 
– during which they hope to 
climb Jebel Toubkal, the highest 
mountain in north Africa - they 
have to raise £4,000. 

To help towards the target, a 
fundraising evening was organ-
ised at Skipinnish, Oban, last 
Saturday, featuring the award-
winning Sequence choir.

Target
Jonathan said: ‘We made a 

fantastic £318 towards our target. 
Everyone seemed to have a good 
time and there was a fantastic 
atmosphere. 

‘It was brilliant of Skipinnish 
to donate such a great venue to 

us for the evening.’
He added: ‘We are now almost 

three-quarters of the way to rais-
ing all the money.’

Calum explained that for the 
expedition, the Oban group 
would be joining with other 
adventurers from Girvan and 
Edinburgh.

They leave for Marrakech on 
June 4, returning 10 days later.

Next up on the fundraising 
agenda is an auction on Friday 

May 20 at Oban Mountain Res-
cue Post, Sinclair Drive, Oban, 
6.30pm for 7pm..

Auctioneer
Librarian Kevin Baker is to 

be auctioneer for the evening, 
when everything from a day’s 
sea kayaking to a side of smoked 
salmon will be up for grabs.

The group hopes that the 

have been running, will get them 
to their target.

Royal newlyweds tucked into 
South Uist salmon at reception
ROYAL newlyweds, Prince William and 
Kate Middleton, joined their guests in 
dining on South Uist salmon from Loch 
Duart Ltd at their wedding reception.

The company says the decision to pick 
Loch Duart’s salmon for one of the most 
prestigious meals to be served in the country 

their welfare and environmental initiatives, 

Managing director Nick Joy couldn’t be 
more aptly named.

He said: ‘We are absolutely delighted that 
the taste of our salmon has this recognition 
and thrilled that one of our sites in South 
Uist was chosen.

‘It’s a huge honour to be selected as one of 
the foods featured on the menu. 

‘We’re overjoyed to have been involved 
in this happy day for the Royal couple, 
celebrating the wonderful traditions and 
history of our country.’

The company is no stranger to royalty.  

In 2008, it was presented with the Queen’s 

into 14 different countries.

to gain RSPCA Freedom Food approval, 
thanks to its avoidance of antibiotics and 

sourcing feed from sustainable sources.
Landmark

Mr Joy said: ‘To be on this menu is a 
massive landmark for our company, our 
hard-working staff and the supportive 
communities in which we work. 

‘These fragile areas are often forgotten in 
times like these but the best of our foods 
come from people who live and work in a 
sometimes harsh and isolated environment. 

‘Keeping the traditions of farming, the 
sea and all the rural skills is crucial to the 
long-term health of our country. 

‘The communities in which we work and 
our loyal staff should be really proud of 
their achievement.’

A trio of fundraising events in Oban has raised almost £1,700 for 
victims of the Japanese earthquake and tsunami. Organised by 

Fumiko Miller, a sale of baking was held in the Co-op – where she 
works – at the end of March, while last Saturday, a coff ee morning 

at the Congregational Church was followed by a concert.
The fi nal total raised was £1,672.91. Fumiko said: ‘It was a really 

great eff ort. All the money goes to the Japanese Embassy in 
London, which set up a special account for the quake and tsunami 
appeal.’ She said she appreciated the eff orts of everyone involved 

in helping to raise funds, especially colleagues at the Co-op.
Fumiko is pictured with pipers, Oban twins Cammy and Andrew 

Scott before Saturday’s concert. 07_t19fumiko02

£1,700 boost for Japan 
quake and tsunami fund

OBAN businessman Neil 
Matheson says he has had a 
‘great response’ from the town 
to an appeal for equipment for a 
poverty-stricken community in 

Mozambique. A member of the 
Friends of Pebane group, Neil 
asked people for sail-making 
equipment, freezers, tools and 
even sewing machines. The 

donations will be put into a 
container, which has been kitted 
out as a makeshift workshop 
and will be sent on a two-month 
journey to Mozambique, 

possibly via Rotterdam and 
Malaysia. Once the container is 
shipped to Africa, it will have 
to be transported a further 600 
kilometres by road.

‘It is quite a logistical exercise,’ 
said Neil. ‘It will be a lot of work 
to organise this but I’m very 
excited about it too.’

Friends of Pebane was 
started by Scottish-based 
medical professionals, initially 
to improve conditions at the 
hospital in the remote town. 

The container being sent over 
this month will contain some 
redundant equipment from Lorn 
and Islands Hospital.

more about the community, the 
charity has begun to take on 
other projects and is keen to help 

Neil explained: ‘I have had a 
great response from people who 
I have asked to donate sails. 

sewn together polythene bags 
as sails.

‘There are around 55 dug out 
canoes and 10 wooden skiffs 
leaving the beach every day and 
it is so dangerous for them.

‘When the boats come back 
into the beach there can be in 
excess of 500 people there but 
they have no running water.’ 

The charity is looking to 
construct a water pipeline and 
pump to address the problem.

The container is expected to 
be sent away in the next two 
weeks and will contain medical 

decorating supplies, gardening 
equipment and even a piano. 
Neil said he was still keen to 
receive more cash donations and 
equipment.

Town rallies to aid of poverty stricken community

I have had a 
great response 
from people I 
have asked to 
donate sails.
Neil Matheson.

Thefts from          
cars prompt     
police warning
THEFTS from cars in and 
around Killin has prompted 
police to call on motorists to 
remove all valuables from their 
vehicles when parking in remote 
areas.

Last week, three cars 
were broken into, in Killin’s 
Ben Lawers car park, at the 
Invertrossachs car park in 
Callander and at a car park in 
Inverlochlarig.

The opportunist thieves made 
off with camera equipment and 
bags.

A spokeswoman for Central 
Scotland Police said: ‘While 
the car owners may have tried 
to conceal their valuables our 
advice is to, where possible, 
avoid leaving anything of value 
in vehicles. 

‘Always be aware that if you 
have to leave valuables, any 
action taken to conceal them 
may be seen by others.’

Anyone with information 
relating to the thefts, on Monday 
May 2, should contact Central 
Scotland Police on 01786 
456000 or call Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

ACHA support         
for 34 groups
ARGYLL Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) has, over 

assistance to 34 organisations 
throughout Argyll and Bute.

The association’s Community 
Action Fund was set up to 
give donations of up to £300 
to organisations that have a 
connection to the aims and 
objectives of the association.   

Oban Thistle football team, 
Oban High School Pipe Band, 
Tiree Youth Cafe and Islay and 
Jura Dolphins are just some of 

from a grant.
Alastair MacGregor, ACHA’s 

chief executive, said: ‘The 
Community Action Fund has 
allowed the association to 
support a variety of different 
community activities which 
would have struggled to get 
going and we are really pleased 
at the diversity of initiatives we 
have been asked to support.’

Any group interested in 
applying for a donation should 
contact ACHA on 01546 605922. 

Uni plans Mary’s 
Meals research
A PARTNERSHIP between 
the University of Hull and 
Mary’s Meals is set to produce 
valuable new research to help 
the charity with its international 
work tackling the challenges of 
poverty and malnutrition.

The Dalmally-based charity, 
which provides school meals 
for more than 526,000 children 
in countries such as Malawi, 
Liberia and Haiti, is to be the 
subject of a PhD scholarship 
based at the university, looking 
at the impact of its school 
feeding programmes.

‘We know that providing 
children with a meal a day in 
their place of education draws 
them into school and has a 
positive effect on their health, 
school attendance and academic 
performance,’ said Magnus 
MacFarlane-Barrow, Mary’s 
Meals’ chief executive. 

‘We hope this research will 
take our knowledge to the next 
level.’

White water        
raft challenge
DEAF, blind and disability 
charity Sense Scotland is looking 
for teams of six people from 
Oban to take part in this year’s 
Team Rapids challenge.

The white-water rafting event 
takes place over two weekends, 
August 28 and September 4, at 
River Tummel in Perthshire.

There is no entry fee but 
each team is required to raise 
a minimum of £1,000 in 
sponsorship.

For more information or to 
request an entry pack, contact 
Sense Scotland on 0141 429 
0294.

People fl ocking      
to summer school
HEBRIDEAN summer school 
Ceòlas is looking forward to 
a great season, with people 
travelling from every corner of 
the globe to attend between July 
4-8.

The scholarship opportunities 
at the South Uist school, 
supported by Highland Music 
Trust, Bord na Gaidhlig and the 
SHARE Uist, are nearly full. 

As well as a full schedule of 
music and dance, the community 
programme will see walks and 
talks take place across the island. 

Find us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

in line for design award
THE DRAMATIC conversion of 

most spectacular homes has been 
shortlisted for Scotland’s top 
architecture award.

When it was built in the mid 
1700s by Maclean of Coll for his 
factor, The White House was the 

house on the island, so called 
because its colour distinguished 
it from the more basic ‘black 
houses’ that were the norm on the 
island.

However, years of neglect saw 
the building’s roof crumble, leav-
ing only the external shell intact.

Now, thanks to the ambi-
tious plans of owners Alex and 
Seonaid Maclean-Bristol and 
their architect William Tunnell 
at WTArchitecture, The White 
House could win a RIBA Award, 
a prestigious competition organ-
ised by the Royal Incorporation of 
Architects in Scotland (RIAS).

It is joined on the 17-strong 
shortlist by Tigh-Na-Cladach 

(House by the Shore) in Innellan, 
Dunoon, designed by chartered 
architect Gokay Deveci.

The approach to creating the 
new family house on the site of 
The White House was neither to 
restore the ruin nor build a wholly 
separate house, but to partially 
occupy the ruin with the bulk of 
the new accommodation in new 
wings to the rear.    

Almost half of the original 

become a courtyard garden.
Large walls were built to shelter 

the new wing and a glazed liv-
ing room links into the original 
building. 

The build took three years and 
the house is to be run as a part 
time bed and breakfast.

Seonaid said: ‘We were ab-
solutely stunned and delighted 
when we heard about the short-
listing. I doubt we will win, but 
who knows?’

The winner will be announced 
on May 19.

THE CREATOR of a online 
petition against Argyll and Bute 
Council approving planning 
applications in areas outside 
designated development zones is 
to consider a different approach.

While Ewan Kennedy’s petition 
has attracted only 51 signatures, 
he has received numerous phone 
calls from interested individuals 
since it featured in The Oban 
Times.

petition I’ve done and it’s plainly 
something that works better for 
major world-wide issues and not 
really for local ones. Also, I’m 

Facebook and Twitter, which 
would really make a difference.

‘Basically I’m not going to go 
away, and will be considering 
things carefully.’

The petition can be found 
at www.gopetition.com/peti-
tion/44163.html.

plan campaign continues

Concern over provision      
of toilets at Oban hospital
CONCERN has been voiced 
about the number of patients at 
Oban’s Lorn and Islands Hospital 
who have to share toilets.

Ward A at the hospital is made 
up of six single rooms and three 
side rooms of six beds each. 

While each of the single rooms 
has a toilet, only the ward toilets 
are guaranteed for use for the 
multi-occupancy rooms.

Because many of the patients in 
the mixed ward are prepared for 
surgery at the same time, some 
have been left desperate to go, but 

The matter was raised at the 
last meeting of Oban Community 
Council by member Billy Martin 
who said he had spent some 
time in the ward and had often 
seen patients caught short. His 

community council colleague, 
Duncan Martin, is also the 
chairman of NHS Highland’s 
Public Partnership Forum for 
Argyll and Bute and urged Mr 
Martin and any affected patients 
to raise the issue with the 
hospital.

Local councillor Donald ‘Skye’ 
McIntosh said: ‘Other hospitals 
such as the Western and Vale 
of Leven have four beds to one 
toilet. 

‘Six beds to one toilet is 
stretching it a bit, especially in a 
surgical ward.

‘I’d like to see better facilities 
than that in today’s hospitals.’  

NHS Highland’s consultant in 
public health medicine David 
Bell said he was unaware of the 
situation and would look into 

the issue. A spokesman for NHS 
Highland said: ‘There are a total 
of nine toilets to share between 
the 24 beds in the ward. Of those, 
six are available for bedded single 
rooms, and there is one toilet in 
each side room of six beds.

‘The ward doesn’t just deal with 
bowel complaints, but all kinds of 
day surgeries.  

‘What the clinicians try to do is 
prioritise the rooms depending on 
the type of surgery each patient 
is having.It is not always possible 
though.’

The spokesman said the only 
way to increase the proportion of 
toilets to beds would be to cut the 
number of beds in the ward.

‘If anyone does have concerns, 
please do get in touch with the 
hospital manager.’

New Mull charity shop 
could benefi t local groups
THE NEW Mull and Iona Community Trust 
(MICT) Island Castaways Charity Shop has 

The newly-painted shop is based in the 
MICT building in Craignure.

The opening ceremony was carried out by 
long-serving Irene Stanley after a welcome 
speech by MICT convenor Sandy Brunton.

Cruden, who has worked at the original 
Castaways Shop, in Bunessan, since 2003. 

The new Island Castaways is part of the An 
Roth (The Wheel) Community Enterprise 
Centre which, it is hoped, will be fully 
operational by July this year. 

Island Castaways, part of Mull 
Environmentally Sensitive Solutions (MESS), 
is managed by Mull and Iona Community 
Trust. Applications are currently being 
invited from community groups on Mull and 
Iona for small grants which are available from 
the Island Castaways activities. 

Please contact Mairi Greig on 01688 302851 
for an application form. Closing date is May 
31.

Neil Matheson helps to fi ll the container, bound for Mozambique.

We can make various sizes 
and designs on request 
Any Design considered
Show Cabin Sheds at MGM Timber 
in Oban. Also on Show at The Marine 
Resource Centre, Barcaldine

Pop in and have a look!
We Deliver to Fort William, Sky, Mull, 
Kilchoan, Ardrishaig, Campbeltown, 

Distance is no object!

Burnside Joiners & Builders
c/o M.R.C - Barcaldine near Oban - Argyll

Mob: 077191 58777
www.burnside-builders.co.uk    mmckay796@btinternet.com

Call up to enquire and see how we can help you!
Landline number - 01631 720789

Cabin Sheds 

start at 

£445 + vat

Garages
from

£1650 + vat

Also available 

Work from 

Home offices

(for Garden)

Beautiful Bathrooms Since 1886.
You don’t change your bathroom 
every day, which is why you 
should use a company with over 
100 years of experience. 

15 - 25 CARNOUSTIE PLACE,
SCOTLAND STREET, GLASGOW G5 8PA.
TEL: 0141 429 7441
WWW.RICHMONDS-PHM.CO.UK
E: GLASGOW.SHOWROOM@RPHM.CO.UK

FREE ACCESSORIES WORTH

£40 WHEN YOU SPEND£400 OR MORE*

www.richmonds-phm.co.uk

Claim your free accessories
This coupon entitles you to FREE ACCESSORIES
worth £40 when you spend £400 or more. 
Redeemable at; Richmonds Bathroom Showroom. 
15-25 Carnoustie Place, Glasgow G5 8PA. 
If calling to order please quote 'Oban Times Group.'

FREE WEEKLY DELIVERIES THROUGHOUT ARGYLL. *  SUBJECT TO MIN. ORDER.

*
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ISLAY LETTER

Mull Lines

THREE leaping salmon can now 
be spotted on the third putting 
green at Aberfeldy, thanks to a 
new statue erected by local group 
Move 2 Improve.

Nicknamed ‘The Fishies,’ the 

been designed by local artist 
Heather Cumming, and is already 
attracting plenty of admiring 
glances.

Chairman of Move 2 Improve, 
William Leszke, said: ‘We chose 
this site for the salmon being 
close to the River Tay.  

Move 2 Improve chairman William Leszke admires the new statue with Cathy Ross from Move to 
Improve and artist Heather Cumming. 

ABERFELDY

‘Tourists also stop to take 
photographs of The Black Watch 
Monument and General Wade’s 
bridge, and we thought this 
would be an ideal spot for our 
latest display.

‘I am sure this will be another 
attraction for everyone passing 
by or playing golf.’

The erection comes as part 
of plans to further enhance 

Aberfeldy’s character with a 
series of statues and displays. 

Also in the pipeline is an Osprey 
statue for the east entrance to the 
town, opposite the caravan park, 
while hanging baskets have been 
ordered for the centre. A garden 
competition is also due to take 
place later in the year.  

Move 2 Improve will hold their 
AGM at the Locus Centre on May 
26 at 7.30pm. All are welcome to 
attend.

For more information, visit 
www.move2improve.co.uk.

Salmon leap onto Aberfeldy golf course

Pupils at Kyle Primary celebrated the Royal Wedding by coming to school dressed in combinations 
of red, white and blue. The children also had a ‘wedding hat’ decorating competition followed by a 

street party style buff et lunch. An enjoyable afternoon was spent playing games and having fun in the 
glorious sunshine.

Kyle primary pupils celebrate in style

THE TIREE Wave Classic will 
celebrate its 25th anniversary at 
this year’s event, which has been 

Hopes are high that winds will 
pick up a little more quickly that 

enjoyed blistering sunshine 
in mostly completely still 
conditions.

TIREE

ISLAY
ISLAY author Catherine Wilson 
has printed her latest children’s 
book, Bramble and Coultoon: 
Their Sky Dragon Adventure.

It all begins when Bramble and 
Coultoon get lost in a mist and 
the ponies meet two sheep sitting 
beneath a tall stone. The sheep 
tell them they have reached the 
Edge of NoWhere and warn 
them not to go further. 

But the ponies want an 
adventure and gallop off. They 

gone out. The rest of the story 

for the dragon with help from an 
eagle and some peat men. 

It’s not easy going but they get 

the sky dragon’s back!

seven year olds.

AFTER bad weather scuppered 
plans for the Loch Awe 
Improvements Association Open 
Day, the date for the event has 
been rescheduled in August.

PORTSONACHAN

The open will now take place 
at Ardbrecknish on Sunday, 
August 7.

LochWatch volunteers will be 
present at the event.

KILLIN
AMONG the items discussed 
at the recent meeting of Killin 
Community Council were:
Killin skip: There are plans to 
use the skip site as a box drop for 
bin lorries.
Road maintenance: Grit 
bins were not replenished as 
required as severe weather put 
extra pressure on the existing 

the opinion that the grit bins 
in the area adequately served 
the public. Ballechroisk is a 
priority two route and is usually 
gritted once the priority one 
routes are clear. A grit bin is to 
be requested for the road to the 

an adopted road therefore it can 
be cleared for a price although 
this service has never been 
requested. 

Stirling Council is a member 
of Tayforth Machinery Ring 
allowing them access to 
plant and equipment held by 
local farmers and agricultural 

along with appropriate standards 
of training of operators plus 
insurance. This allows local 
farmers as well as their expertise 
to assist the council with winter 
weather maintenance if they are 
also a member of the Tayforth 
Machinery Ring. A modest 
fee for membership is required   
This allows the members to 

share all sorts of equipment.    
Playpark: Three funding 
applications have been made, 
two unsuccessfully.

Investing in Ideas was refused 
because Killin had recently 
received funding for the Thrift 
Shop.  

cessful as they will not fund a 
project which is on land that is 
leased or owned by someone 

else, ie Stirling Council.

Stirling Council has offered 
to help with the consultation of 
the play park and possibly offer 
match funding.
Breadalbane Forum: Meeting 

munity councillors. Proposals 
for meeting were discussed and 
approved.
National Park: East Loch 
Lomond camping byelaws were 

Dochart Bridge: Surveys have 
taken place. Police have been 
assured the bridge is structurally 
safe. Stirling Council is working 
on addressing the concerns of 
the community council.
Community Futures: The 
meeting in Killin Hotel was a 
great success and well attended.
Planning: Plan for Costcutters 
site approved.
AOCB: Bobby Lafferty has 
permission to remove the 
concrete pipes at the skip site.

There is still to be access to the 
old graveyard after the work at 

Glenlyon inhabitants are 
unaware of the imminent 
permanent closure of the hill 
road from Glen Lochay to Glen 
Lyon that they use on a regular 
basis. To be looked into.

Funding for new goal posts for 
the park to be applied for.

More notices of community 
council meetings to be displayed 
in the village.

MORAR
MORAR Community Council 
held its April meeting in Lady 
Lovat Primary School.

Abridged minutes:
Present: Bill Cornelius, 

Mairi Maclean (Chairperson), 
Mairead MacDonald, Eleanor 
Read, Maureen Sutherland and 
Deirdre Roberts. In attendance: 
councillors Allan Henderson 
and Eddie Hunter. Apologies: 
Alistair Neil MacKay, Morven 
Weir and Councillor Bill Clark 

Matters arising from last 
minutes: Camping on beach 
at the estuary and at Tougal 

– Rhubana Estate is considering 
employing a river watcher who 
could also keep an eye on the 
camping on the beach. However 
there are safety issues for such 
an employee. The toilets at 
Tougal will remain open.

Correspondence: Proposed 
house at Curtaig – Mairi said 
she had phoned the planning 
department who said that 
planning had been granted and 
the decision was likely to be 

full in 2006.  
A member then asked 

that why in that case was 
the application advertised in 
The Oban Times asking for 
comments. Various members 
present again expressed 
dissatisfaction at the prospect of 
a house being erected on such 
a sensitive location and in such 
a prominent position beside a 
popular and beautiful beach.

Voluntary Action Lochaber 
– it was decided not to renew 
membership, as we had never 
had cause to make use of the 
facilities offered.

Hunter explained the community 
council was a statutory consultee 
and can write to support, to 
object, or to be neutral if an 
application goes to a planning 
committee.  If an application is 
granted full planning permission 
then it has to be implemented 
within three years or the 
applicant has to reapply.  If there 

then the application goes before 
the committee.  If an application 
is granted and then is up for 
renewal it is almost impossible 
for it to be refused.

Northern Constabulary 
– Review of Scottish Policing 
Structure.  Nothing will happen 
until after the next election.  The 
area command structure will be 
kept. 

Morar Community Trust 
– request for donation towards 
demolition of old hall.  There is 
asbestos in the roof and so this 
requires specialist dismantling.  
It was agreed that a donation be 
given.

Peter Peacock MSP – re 

Better Broadband Campaign.  
Alistair Neil suggested putting 
something into West Word.  
Secretary will write to Peter 
Peacock in support of the 
campaign, especially with regard 
to small places.  

AOCB: Secretary will write 
again to express the community 
council’s concern regarding the 
closure of public toilets.

Got a district news 
story? Call our 

reporters on 01631 
568000

GLENCOE
PUPILS at Glencoe Primary 
School were given a late Easter 
surprise when two workers from 
the local National Trust Visitor 
Centre delivered chocolate eggs 
to the school recently.

FORT AUGUSTUS
PREPARATIONS are well 
underway for the ninth Fèis 
Gleann Albainn an Samhraidh 
(the Great Glen Summer Fèis) 
at Kilchuimen Academy in Fort 

Classes available for accordion, 
bodhran, Celtic art, chanter, 

groupwork, guitar, whistle and 
shinty.

Tutors lined up so far include 
Christina Stewart (Gaelic), 

Ross (bodhran) and Martin 
MacDonald (guitar).

MacCallum said.
Anyone wishing more 

information can conatactc 

INVERGARRY
INVERGARRY Primary School 
pupils are to ‘Jump Rope for 
Heart’ later this month in aid of 
the British Heart Foundation.

The charity sent the 
schoolchildren skipping ropes to 
train for the event, which raises 
funds for research and raise 
awareness of the need to keep 

training and doing quite a bit 
of skipping for it,’ head teacher 
Jane Strachan said.

LOCHCARRON
LOCHCARRON Village Hall 
is scheduled to host Wolfstone 

Chisholm on the third gig of his 
Scottish tour tomorrow night.

Duncan, who is being 
accompanied by Allan 
Henderson from Mallaig on 

open at Aros in Portree last night 
(Wednesday) before heading 
to Stornoway to play at An 
Lanntair. Arisaig’s Astley Hall 

on May 22.

A CONSERVATION team from 
West Highland College has 
started repair work to the Grey 
Mare’s path at Kinlochleven 
from Rose Cottage to the 
waterfall viewpoint. 

A funding application for 
materials by Kinlochleven 
Community Trust has been 
approved and accepted by 
Highland Council’s planning and 
development committee.

Every effort will be made 
to minimise disruption to the 
public.

KINLOCHLEVEN

Islay lifeboat coxswain David MacLellan receives a pair of binoculars presented by 
family members to the Port Askaig lifeboat station in memory of Donnie MacNeill of 

Livingston and formerly of Port Ellen. Photo by Islay MacEachern.

Country dancers
THE SUN shone brightly on the country 
dancers from far and wide who attended 
the Islay branch of the Royal Scottish 
County Dance Society’s annual weekend at 
Bowmore.

integral part of the local social calendar 
and continues to be a major attraction for 
Scottish country dance enthusiasts.

Members of the public are given the 
opportunity to see the dancers going 
through their paces and an ‘open ceilidh’ in 
the village hall. 

This was a fun evening, compered by 
branch chairman Margaret Aitchison, with 
the island’s musical talent showcased by a 
group of local performers.

Branch members and visitors are all eager 
hoofers with stamina to match their abilities. 

There was certainly no opportunity for 
the grass to grow under their feet at the 
Bowmore ceilidh thanks to the musical input 
from Marian Anderson and her broadcasting 
band and the dance calling encouragement 
from branch member Gina MacAuslan.

Museum pieces
sought
THE MUSEUM of Islay Life at Port 

recess, is seeking contributions from 
members of the public for a temporary 
display of items pertaining to various 
aspects of island life.

Artefacts sought should date from pre 

items, written records and farm implements. 
Other items welcomed would be mementoes 
of the two world wars, lifeboat and 
shipwreck memorabilia  as well as relics of 

Space for the new exhibition has become 
available as the collection of coopers’ 
tools, loaned to the museum by Laphroaig 
Distillery, is now returning to the distillery’s 
own museum and visitors’ centre.

Since the island museum opened its doors 

than 2,700 objects. 
These range from implements used in the 

Metholithic period, items from the Victorian 
and Edwardian eras, along with reminders 
of illicit whisky stilling and insights into the 

home life of the local gentry. Items for the 
new display will be shown to meet with the 
donors’ requirement or will remain in place 
until the museum’s seasonal closure in the 
autumn. 

Family’s lifeboat 
presentation
THE FAMILY of the late Donnie MacNeill 
of Livingston, and formerly of Port Ellen, 
has donated a pair of binoculars in his 
memory to the Islay lifeboat.

The presentation was held at the RNLI 
station at Port Askaig and the binoculars 
were received on the crew’s behalf by 
lifeboat coxswain David  MacLellan.

Donnie, whose recent sudden death 
saddened all, had close paternal links 

with the isle of Gigha. He was of a strong 
literary bent when not pursuing his 
architectural interests. 

His terse comments on a variety of 

of newspapers and he was well known to 
readers of the ‘Ileach’ through his topical 
cartoons featured the fore and aft hated 
geese with their telling comments.

The local RNLI branch management 
committee and lifeboat personnel are 
extremely grateful to the MacNeill family 
for their generous gesture.

Port Ellen’s                    
poetic pupil
PORT Ellen school’s primary 5 pupil Scott 
Kinloch received a ‘special merit’ accolade 

competition sponsored by the National 
Galleries of Scotland.

Scott’s merit award was chosen from the 

was based on a woodcut by the artist Victor 
Passmore held in the National Galleries’ 
collection.

A delighted Scott was able to attend 
the presentation in Edinburgh where he 
heard his poem being given the full oral 
treatment.

Congratulations to   
special constable
CONGRATULATIONS to Rhinns farmer 
James Brown of Octomore who has 
completed over 20 years service as a special 
constable on the island.

James dedication was marked with the 

by the Strathclyde Police Chief Constable  
Stephen House at Glasgow City Chambers. 
Plod on James!

All wish a long and happy retirement to 
Sarah Smith of Bowmore who has wrung 
out her last mop at the Trust Housing 
development in the village. She has been a 
dedicated member of the staff for the past 

a special tea party and the presentation of 
farewell gifts. Well done Sarah.  

Children                   
entertain
SUPERSTITIOUS caution will be thrown 
to the winds when a group of youthful 
performers strut their stuff at the ‘Islay’s 
Legacy’ ceilidh in Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle 

Proceeds go to local children’s charities 
and curtain up will be at 7.30pm.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay PA43 7JX. Tel: 01496 810658.

A MEETING of Mull and Iona Ferry Committee will rake place 
on June 27 at Craignure Village Hall.

The meeting is an opportunity for islanders to have their say 
about the service. New committee members always welcome. 

COFFEE and Books, one of the most talked about shops on 
Mull is to close its doors tomorrow, Friday May 13.

David Pitman and wife Kathleen have long sold the best 
of books and general goods from their shop by the bridge in 
Dervaig. David was quite a character able to plot the history 
of the island from the large range of local interest books 
he kept in stock. David and Kathleen are now off to live in 
Glasgow and enjoy a well-earned retirement.   

THE MYSTERIOUS Death of Netta Fornario, a chilling tale of 
murder, magic and madness, will be showing on Mull and Iona at 
the end of May. 

Set on the Isle of Iona, the play is based on true events: on 

Dawn magician, was found dead on Iona. 
Naked apart from a silver necklace, she was lying on a cross cut 

from turf with a knife nearby, and with no visible injuries except 
a strange pattern of cuts on her heels. Clutched in her perfectly 
manicured hand was a sheaf of incomprehensible letters from an 

Fornario and the strange story of her tragic death on Iona whilst 
researching traditional tales for a possible Christmas show. I 
knew instantly that I wanted to tell her story, or more accurately, 
a story with a version of Netta at the heart of it; and that the 

fascination with all things Gothic. 
‘Stories such as Bram Stoker’s Dracula, Oscar Wilde’s The 

Picture of Dorian Gray, and many of the works of Robert Louis 
Stevenson, Algernon Blackwood, Sheridan Le Fanu, M. R. 
James and Arthur Conan Doyle, fascinate, attract and repulse 
at the same time. This kind of tale touches something universal 
in us, something subconscious that is tied up with our own fear 
of death, moral degradation, and loss of control; something that 
seems at the same time to be inextricably linked to our most 
dangerous desires.

‘In The Mysterious Death of Netta Fornario, I have taken the 
scant facts around Netta’s strange demise, and used them to 
create a Gothic story of my own.’

citing imaging techniques to create a stunning visual landscape, 

Scotland’s most exciting new creative companies, Wildbird.
These companies are brought together and the production is 

Fund. The tour within Argyll and the Shetlands is funded by 

more details. 

Pike surveying the lands of Mull beneath him. 

IS THIS the oldest dog to reach the peak of Ben More?
Pike, a 14 year-old Lurcher, made it to the top of the 

mountain over Easter with dog-walkers Luke Gawin and Jas 
Mazur. 

Luke said: ‘Pike is quite a character. At the age of 14, which 
translates to either 78 or 88 or indeed 91 depending on which 
calculation you believe, it is possible that Pike is the oldest 
animal to have reached the summit of Ben More in recent 
years.’

Do you know of an older dog? Let Louise Lee know at llee@
obantimes.co.uk.

C. Hodge Fencing
Materials supplied for Raised Beds, Decks 

and Frames
Wire, Rylock and Fence Posts

Timber and Metal Gates
Large or small orders, delivered.

Top quality, well priced

Telephone:
01631 568000

Instead of reading this 40,212* readers 
could be reading your advert. 
Audit period Jan 2009 - Dec 2009
*JICREG data as at 01/01/2011

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes
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Pupils, staff and parents of Kilchrenan Primary School are delighted to have been awarded their second Green Flag from Eco-Schools 
Scotland. The pupils gave an informative and enthusiastic presentation, which impressed everyone. Celebrations took place in the new 

log seating area of the school grounds.

A GLENELG Primary School pupil has been commended for a poster 
she painted to raise awareness of Lyme Disease.

Primary 3 girl Georgina MacMillan’s colourful entry impresses 
judges BADA-UK, the body responsible for publicising the dangers 
of the tick-borne ailment. 

BADA praised Georgina for her use of design, attention to detail 
and attractive colours in the poster competition, held during Tick Bite 
Prevention Week.

pack from BADA-UK. Her poster can be downloaded and printed at 
www.tickbitepreventionweek.org. 

Glenelg pupil Georgina MacMillan: warning of tick bite danger.

GLENELG

Poster praise for Georgina

PUPILS and parents will 
be treated to a very special 
performance at Lochyside RC 
Primary School on May 20, 
when Wee Stories perform their 
production Is This a Dagger? 
-The Story of Macbeth.

The school is one of only 
nine primary schools across 
Scotland to receive a free staging 
of the show under the Bank of 
Scotland-sponsored Imaginate 
Festival Wee Night Out tour.

Andy Cannon, one of 
Scotland’s best storytellers, 
will take his audience on a 
compelling journey in the 
one-man show. 

Organised in partnership 
with the parent council, the 
performance will help generate 
school funds.

Lochyside parent council 
chairperson, Elaine Brayshaw 
said: ‘We are very excited to be 
hosting the production, as are the 
pupils who are looking forward 
to experiencing the storytelling 
skills of Andy Cannon.’

LOCHYSIDE

Down Your Way
This week - Moidart

Next week  DOWN YOUR WAY
visits Lismore with Chief Reporter 
Euan Paterson.
You can contact him at 01631 568000 or 
email epaterson@obantimes.co.uk.

SALMON farmers Marine Harvest could begin work on a new 
salmon smolt plant at Lochailort within six months.

open water sites off the west coast and needs millions of extra 

The expanded Lochailort operation, which received planning 
permission from Highland Council earlier this year, will create 

Business support manager Steve Bracken told The Oban Times:
‘We hope to start work at Lochailort towards the end of the year 
and have it completed by December 2012.

‘The increase in smolts will mean we will be able to produce 
the extra tonnage we need from our big farms in the Minch.’      

MOIDART shotgun champion John MacDonald was competing 
in Dorset yesterday in a GB selection shoot for the upcoming 
world cup in Maribor, Slovenia.

Should John out-score his rivals, he will head for the Balkans 
hope to clinch one of two automatic qualifying spots for the 
Olympic Games in London next year.

John, who turned 32 on Saturday, travelled down to the South 

The couple were involved in a somewhat less exciting activity 

Mingarry, Acharacle.

THE LOCHAILORT Inn is reporting much improved trading 
conditions after coming under local new management.

Head chef and co-manager Peter Lauterwald said there had 
been ‘a massive difference’ since the changeover earlier this year.

being banned before for ridiculous reasons and would avoid 
coming here because it was like that.

‘We had over 100 people in for our opening night on March 4 
and since then it has been great.’

Barmaid Liz Rowe added: ‘We had such appalling reviews 
before that. It will take a while for people to get the message – but 
that is certainly beginning to happen.’

of Lochaber last week.
Only the narrow straits of Loch Ailort separated Roshven 

woods from the inferno across the water on Ardnish peninsula, 
where almost all vegetation was destroyed.

Martin Faulkner of Scottish Natural Heritage in Fort William 
told The Oban Times damage was extensive.

got into the soil there will be a long term impact,’ he said.

occurred in our National Scenic Areas. A lot of people come to 
Lochaber for the scenery, so it’s not going to look good for quite 
a while.’

The SNH-designated sessile oaks in nearby Glen Beasdale were 
affected, Mr Faulkner said.

The black and the green: verdant Moidart, foreground, 
contrasts with the blackened hills of the Ardnish peninsula. 

20_f19fire01

The site for Marine Harvest’s new salmon smolt farm at 
Lochailort. 10_f19marine01

APPIN Youth Club was visited by Oban 
Mountain Rescue Team (OMRT) members 
Gordon Binnie and Stephen Austin to learn 
more about the work of the voluntary group.

The talk and slideshow was organised by 
Iain Henderson, a former member of the 
team.

The talk covered quite a few topics, such 
as how and when OMRT was set up, a 
detailed description about how the rescue 
centre operates, the fundraising they do and 
incidents they had been involved in. 

This was followed with questions and 
answers. 

After the talk, the youth club was split in 
two; one group with Gordon Binnie were 
shown the rescue equipment and the other 

with Stephen Austin and Sky, the rescue 
dog. Stephen explained how he and Sky 
worked together during a ‘search and rescue’ 
incident. 

This was demonstrated with some 
individuals taking turns to run and then fall 
or hide.

Oban Mountain Rescue Team members Gordon Binnie and Stephen Austin met Appin Youth Club.

APPIN

CRIANLARICH
PLANS to build an agricultural shed for 
livestock and machinery at Crianlarich’s 
Ledcharrie Farm have been approved.

Approving the application from Hamish 
Campbell, Loch Lomond and the National 
Park Board’s planners said the application for 
the 70 square metre building was ‘unlikely to 

landscape setting’.

Kilchrenan delight at second schools Green Flag

LUING
CULLIPOOL Hall on the Isle 
of Luing was included in part of 
the Puppet festival as it swept 
through Argyll in the Easter 
holidays.   

Dreaming Puppet Theatre 
entertained the children and 
adults of the island in April.  
Funded by Luing Social 
Committee, Luing Community 
Trust, Luing Archers, and 
Hamilton and Whitmore, this 
meant that the under 16s could 
come in to the show free of 
charge.  

DURING the Easter holidays the 
Cullipool Hall Committee held 
two Beetle Drives for people of 
all ages and abilities.

Great fun was had by all as 
they rolled the dice to see who 
could create a ‘BEETLE’ in the 
fastest time! Winners of the 
evenings were Innes MacQueen 
and Philippa Robson with May 
Laird and  Calum MacLachlan 
winning the ‘booby prizes’. 

won and money raised all goes to 
the upkeep of the hall.

On Easter Sunday the 
Cullipool Hall Committee held 
an afternoon tea, with beautiful 
home baking, fresh sandwiches 
and tea or coffee, the garden 

£300 was raised by providing 
refreshment to islanders and 

visitors to the island that day, 
many came on bike or foot, 
enjoying the beautiful spring 
sunshine. 

LUING Community Council has 
been raising cash for the Oban 
Phoenix Cinema Appeal, raising 
£200 at a fundraising ceilidh 
with ‘Ceol an Aire’.  

The community council has 
also bought a seat in the cinema 
in the name of Isle of Luing 
Community.  

THE YOUNG people of 
JAM (Jesus and Me) group in 
Kilchattan Church on the Isle 
of Luing did a new and unusual 
fundraiser on April 25.  

 When one of their members 
Rachel Cruickshanks needed 
to raise £250 for her Scripture 
Union young leader training in 
North Berwick, they were all 
very keen to help.  

The idea of a ‘Gok’ style 
fashion show, using second 
hand clothes sounded like great 
fun, and also eco-friendly, by 
recycling clothes.   

The JAM members asked 
the people of Luing to donate 
any old clothes, bags, shoes, 
jewellery, scarves etc. for the 
show, and they rooted around 

‘showcase’ the items.  
On the evening of the Fashion 

Show, Stuart Robson was 
commentator for the evening, 
with Innes MacQueen as the 
‘Paparazzi’ taking photos at 
the end of the catwalk.  Models 

for the evening were Rachel, 
Megan and Hazel Cruickshanks, 
Jenny Fothergill, Lauren 
Leggett, Emma MacLachlan, 
and Philippa Robson, with guest 
appearance on the catwalk 
by the minister Ken Ross and 
Dave Page.  Souvy Page did a 
wonderful job as makeup/hair 
artist for the evening. £300 was 

the clothes that folks wanted to 
take home. The items not taken 
on the night were bagged up and 
sent in to Mary’s Meals shop in 
Oban .

WEATHER at Plockton: during 

rain despite a very dry spell from 
April 14 to 30 when there was no 
rain at all.

The warmest day was 23.5°C on 
April 22, making it the warmest 
April day in several years. The 
coldest temperature recorded 
over the month was 2°C on April 
26.

PLOCKTON and District 
Community Council met on April 
28 with Scottish Water regional 
communities manager Joanna 
Peebles, the project manager 
and the engineer who are to run 
a water pipe from Strathy just 
outside Plockton to Achmore.

Work was due to start in June 
but the community council 
managed to get the work delayed 
until September, as it will result 
in road closures.

However, work will start on the 
wee Strathy road in July.

ALAN Macrae, Liberal Democrat 
candidate accompanied by 
Charles Kennedy held a meeting 
in Plockton Hall on April 26.

Four people attended, which 
was three more than earlier in the 
evening at Dornie Hall. 

The paddle steamer Waverley passed under the Skye Bridge on her annual visit up the west coast on 
April 28.

PLOCKTON

MULL
MULL Slaughterhouse, ravaged 

from the ashes after a planning 
application was lodged with 
Argyll and Bute Council.

The slaughterhouse was a 
source of good news for the 
island as it meant that islanders 
did not have to send animals 
away to be slaughtered before 
bringing them back to the island 
to be sold.

closed down the business and 
plans to reopen were put on the 
backburner.

The planning application with 
Argyll and Bute Council shows 
the committee would like to 
reinstate the abattoir and build 
an extension to the unit at the 
current site near Salen.

It is understood the group have 
secured grant aid funding from 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
and Argyll and Bute Council.

The extra cash will be used to 
move into more advanced forms 
of meat processing.

It is hoped that the building can 
be back open and functional by 
July to avoid farmers having to 
send stock to the mainland for 
slaughter. 

Company, set up by diver 
Guy Grieve who worked in 
Alaska before moving to the 
Isle of Mull, is among three 

Business category along with 
the New Lanark Mill Hotel 
and Edinburgh International 
Conference Centre.

Edinburgh 
Argyll 
Association

Taynuilt
MEMBERS of the Taynuilt branch of the Scottish 
Women’s Rural Instititute held their annual general 
meeting in Taynuilt Village Hall on April 13.

President Jessie Servant welcomed 19 members 

members were elected.
Thanks were extended to Forence Anderson 

and Marjory MacGregor for coming along and 
counting the votes.

The meeting contiuned with members telling 
humourous stories about their treasured posses-
sions.

Doreen Penswick won the shield for most points 
gained during the session. Alice Campbell and 
Jessie Servant were the runners up. Tea was served 
by the new committee members.

Competition winners: Fatless sponge: 1 Jessie 
Servant; 2 Doreen Penswick; 3 Alice Campbell. 

Decorated egg: 1 Doreen penswick; 2 Alice 
Campbell; 3 Cecelia Keenan. 

Arisaig
ARISAIG SWRI members held their April 
meeting in the Astley Hall.

Jacqueline Ross hosted a chocolate quiz with 
members sampling the chocolate.

The competitions were: Pretty Plate: 1 Helen 
Lamb; 2 Margaret MacEachen; 3 Anne Cameron. 
Painted egg: 1 June Cairns; 2 Anne Cameron; 

Daphne Heaps and Margaret MacEachen.
Arisaig WRI won the Lochaber Federation Quiz 

at Ardgour on April 16. Members were given an 
very warm welcome there.

The winning team was June Cairns; Anne 
Cameron; Yvonne MacDonald and Margaret 
MacEachen.

THE EDINBURGH Argyll 
Association held its opening 
spring ceilidh on Saturday April 
23 in St John’s Epispocal Church 
Hall, Lothian Road.

Fear and taighe for the evening 
was the Rev John Buchanan, 
Greenock/Carradale who 
was introduced by Hamish 
Robertson, Dunoon. Throughout 
the evening John told some 
amusing stories.

Piper Andrew MacIntyre 
opened the programme with 

in the line-up of artistes were 
last year’s Mod Gold Medallist 
Joy Dunlop, Connel, who comes 
from a very musical family and 
attended the Gaelic college in 
Skye. Her beautiful soprano 
voice was a delight for the 
audience.

The Scottish singer was Hazel 
Ferguson with her east coast 
Bothy Ballads much enjoyed by 
the audience.

Fiddle selections came from 
Laura MacLeod, aged eight 
years. She certainly made her 

the strings. Her father, orginally 
from Oban, accompanied Laura 
on his guitar. They both gave 
members lovely Argyll Gaelic 
tunes and reels and Strathspeys 
too.

Gordon Wilson with more 
Scottish music.

The usual tea and goodies were 
served at the interval and, as 
always, were a treat.

Hamish Robertson gave votes 
of thanks to all the artistes and 
the committee members who 
worked so hard to make the 
evning possible.

Thanks were extended to 
the Rev John Buchanan for 
being a splendid fear an tigh. It 
was nice to see some tourists 
from Germany, Spain and the 
USA popping in to sample the 
association’s Scottish culture.

The association’s next ceilidh 
will be held at the same venue on 
Saturday May 28.

The association’s annual 
general meeting was held on 
April 28 in the Nelson Hall 
Communtity Centre in St 
Leonards Street.

It was reported that the last 
season had been successful.

Hamish Robertson, Dunoon, 
president; Alison Feltham, 
treasurer; Andrew MacIntyre, 
piper; Elisabeth Stewart, pianist; 
Elizabeth Williams, Evelyn 
Eadie, Campbeltown, and 
Daphnie McCaffery, committee. 
Mabel Munro Rowan, who had 
served as president, secretary 
and on the committee resigned 
owing to ill health.  

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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We are 

1/3 cheaper
than Oban Express

Delivering in Argyll & Scottish Islands

0845 4000 300

  Oban Other Mainland Offshore

 15k 12.00 8.00 15.00 10.00 25.00 16.67
 50k 16.67 11.11 19.35 12.90 33.34 22.23
 100k 20.43 13.62 25.80 17.20 40.86 27.24
 150k 24.19 16.13 31.00 20.67 48.38 32.25
 200k 29.57 19.71 35.00 23.33 59.14 39.43

All prices are subject to VAT

Argyll & Highland Deliveries
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Ago The Oban Times
Those Were The Days

Thursday, May 9, 1996

Fury over plans for sewage 
plant opposite cemetery
PROPOSALS to build a £12 million sewage treat-
ment plant opposite Oban’s Pennyfuir Cemetery 
have provoked outrage with calls for immediate 
public consultation.

The site has been earmarked for the plant on 
economic and environmental grounds but nearby 
residents in Rowan Road are concerned over 
possible odours and related health hazards.

They claim they have never been consulted 
properly and that the plant would be an eyesore 
to tourists arriving in the town, would spoil an 
area of natural beauty and would devalue their 
properties.

An exhibition was held in the Corran halls last 
June by the then Strathclyde Regional Council, 
outlining various options for a new treatment 
works.

Under European directives, a new plant must be 
built by the end of the century to stop dumping 
raw sewage into the sea.

The Pennyfuir site has since been selected out 
of 18 possible locations and plans are now being 
drawn up for submission to Argyll and Bute 
Council. But residents say the public exhibition 
was in now way a public consultation.

Creamery to close with         
loss of nine jobs on Islay
ISLAY Creamery Company Limited is to close 
with the loss of nine jobs.

However, 11 Islay dairy farmers were due to hold 
a meeting among themselves as The Oban Times
went to press and were scheduled to have talks 
with dairy wholesalers Scottish Milk in a bid to 
keep the creamery open.

Farmers on the island are concernd that the 
closure of the creamery will not just mean the loss 
of the nine jobs at the premises but will have a 
knock-on effect to the farmers.

The decision to close the creamery was taken 
last Wednesday by the main shareholders at an 
extraordinary general meeting.

It is understood that the creamery had ot been 

purchasing pushed up the price of milk.

because the price of the raw material, being milk, 
has gone up by 16 per cent over the last two years.’

He said efforts had been made to increase the 

which are major supermarket chains, and to 
negotiate a better price with Scottish Milk.

New bid by RSPB to save 
island corncrakes
THE RSPB is appealing for funds to take over the 
island of Oronsay which they plan to farm in a 
corncrake friendly way to encourage the birds to 
breed.

The corncrake is an endangered species which 
now breeds only in some of the Hebridean islands 
and the north of Scotland.

Intensive farming practices have almost wiped 
the bird out and, in an effort to save the corncrake, 

incentives to cut crops later in the year to allow the 
birds to breed.

Oronsay is one of the last islands where the birds 
breed naturally and the RSPB plans to lease the 
island from its owner, Frances Colburn and farm it 
themselves.

balance,’ said Stuart Housden, RSPB director in 
Scotland.

island is vital to its survival and a stepping stone 
towards a secure future.’

The 1,470-acre island, which is only accessible 
by foot at low tide, will be run in a traditional 
manner by the society on a 10-year basis.

OT
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Across
1 Puts in order (7)
5 Hot drink without stimulant (5)
8 Selfish (13)
9 That male person (3)
10 Standard amounts of pay (4,5)
12 Biased sight defect (6)
13 Loves (6)
15 Painkiller (9)
16 Consume (3)
18 Above suspicion (13)
20 American bird? (5)
21 Pride travel? (3,4)

Down
1 Whinny (5)
2 Helpful (13)
3 Exalt (9)
4 Not a Jewish woman? (6)
5 Colourant (3)
6 Founder (7,6)
7 Strips blubber (7)
11 Salad leaves (9)
12 Ascertain dimension (7)
14 Heir's heritage (6)
17 Idiot (5)
19 Pastry dish (3)

Last
week’s 
solution

TO CELEBRATE 100 years since a car was driven 
to the summit of Ben Nevis, a group of volunteers 
are to carry a vintage Model T Ford in pieces to the 
top of Scotland’s highest mountain on Wednesday.

And 69 Model Ts, coming from as far as England, 
Ireland and The Netherlands, will embark on a 
week-long tour of Lochaber to mark the anniversary 
from Monday. They will stop off at various towns 
and villages including Kinlochleven, Mallaig, 
Acharacle and Strontian.

On May 13, 1911, Edinburgh garage owner Henry 
Alexander drove a Model T to the top of the Ben as 
a publicity stunt designed to prove the reliability of 
the car.

The tour will conclude with a parade down 
Fort William High Street next Sunday, with all 
participants dressed in 1911 attire.

There will also be a free exhibition at the Nevis 
Centre all week featuring a 1914 Model T Ford, 
a replica of Henry Ford’s Quadracycle and the 
1910 Two Seater Tourer IZ 105, as well as archive 
material and items of interest.

Tour organiser Iain Blyth told The Oban Times the 
1911 event was a great advert for what the Model T 

the day. If it could climb the highest mountain in 

wheels. 

an assembly line, which meant his cars were cheap 
enough for his workers to be able to afford.’

Neil Tuckett, of The Model T Ford Register of 
Great Britain, has built a version of the vintage car, 
which will be dismantled and transported up the 
mountain, piece by piece.

Between 80 and 100 people will help carry the 
pieces, with larger components to be carried by 
small teams. The vehicle will be reconstructed at 
the summit before being dismantled and taken back 
down.

Anyone wishing to assist with carrying the vehicle 
can contact spook@nofussevents.co.uk or phone 
01397 772899.

THE WOMAN in charge of 
the coastguard co-ordinating 

disaster off Ardnamurchan in 
which three men drowned would 
not change the way her team 
handled the operation if a similar 
incident happened again, a fatal 
accident inquiry has heard.

Stornoway Coastguard watch 
manager Carol Campbell told 
Fort William Sheriff Court the 
only thing she would change 
was the number of staff working 
that day. 

The station is usually manned 

on the day of the incident there 
were only three people working 
due to holidays and illness. 

Ms Campbell, who has 14 years 
experience with the coastguard, 
said having extra workers in the 
operations room would not have 
changed the way the effort was 
handled, but would have given 
her more time to take a step 
back to get an overview of the 
situation.

Benefit

actions would have been very 
different, but it certainly would 

staff. There was a huge level of 
activity in the operations room 
which I hadn’t seen before, or 
since.

because of the level of activity 
we were dealing with, in terms 
of the number of units that 
responded and the number of 
phone calls we got.

intensity we were all working 
a bit harder, so it was harder to 

Thomas Sanderson, Peter 
Hilton and skipper Tony Hayton, 
all of Cumbria, drowned after 
their scallop trawler Aquila 
capsized a mile and a half off 
Kilmory on July 20, 2009.

LOCAL primary school children are leading 
efforts to clean up a litter-strewn patch of 
ground in Fort William campaigners hope 
will soon become an amenity area for the 
community.

In a three-hour blitz on Saturday, Upper 
Achintore P1-P7 children, led by head teacher 
Nick Thomson, targeted scrubland turned into 
an eyesore by people thoughtlessly discarding 
litter and general rubbish. 

Parents, local residents and local councillor 
Donald Cameron helped the children clean 
up the ground between Nairn Crescent and 

Ross Place. Their hard work was rewarded 
with a picnic organised by Jackie Ferguson 
and Susan Cameron of the Upper Achintore 
Regeneration Group, which has embryonic 
plans to turn this area into an attractive 
amenity asset.

a great job but I was not only impressed with 
the amount of rubbish they gathered. It was 
heartening to hear their obvious concerns for 
the environment and their understanding of 
the need to recycle. If education is the answer 
to the problem of litter then the future looks 

brighter thanks to the work that goes on in 
all our primary schools. However, in contrast 
we were all dismayed with the attitude of a 
minority of residents who obviously have a 
total disregard for the surroundings in which 
they live. 

to dump rubbish when items could more easily 
be placed in the household bins provided. 

mess in plastic bags and then throw the bags 
into bushes their illogical action beggars 
belief.’ 

A SUMMIT to bring the best 
business brains in Fort William 
together in an effort to rejuvenate 
the town’s High Street is being 
held today (Thursday).

Fort William Chamber of 
Commerce (FWCC) has invited 
50 representatives from High 
Street companies to a lunchtime 
meeting at The Tavern restaurant 
to discuss setting up a chamber 
sub-committee dedicated to the 
needs of the retail centre.

FWCC vice-chairman Tim 
Sims told The Oban Times local 
business people were all too 
aware the High Street had faced 
a number of problems in recent 
years, but feel the only way to 
tackle them is to work together.

commerce has a desire and a duty 
to look after all the businesses in 
the Fort William area and a major 
part of that is the High Street.

face a lot of common problems 
– the shop fronts, the number of 
people leaving, the rates are high 
and the rents are outrageous. 
Unless we put together a united 

Clean-up squad: Upper Achintore kids, local residents and local councillor Donald Cameron set out on their litter blitz on Saturday. 
20_f19litter01

front we can’t do anything about 
these problems.’

The Oban Times reported last 
week Subway is considering 
shutting its High Street premises, 
with a possible steep hike in rents 
under an imminent rental review 
thought to be a major factor.

Thorntons next door closed 
on April 30 after it emerged the 
choclatiers were paying £26,000 
in rent annually.

FWCC has a number of sub-
committees which hold separate 
meetings focussing on specialised 
problems then report back to the 
chamber.

group as part of the chamber,’ 

meeting to see if the desire is 
there to set up the group. 

then represent before the council 
and any funding for the High 

Street would then be channelled 

need people to work together 
rather than individually. If we 
don’t form a group then nothing 
will be done, and the High Street 
is going to stay in the back streets 
for quite some time.’

meeting were circulated to local 

can we move the High Street into 
the 21st Century?’ 

Mr Sims said FWCC’s future 
vision for High Street was one 
where it was not just a shopping 
area, but also a community 
venue. 

people should see the High Street 
as a social event rather than just a 
retail event. There’s coffee shops, 
meeting places, eating places 
– people should start to look at 
it not just as a place to shop but 
perhaps as a place to socialise.

we’ve got to get a theme and 
get everyone onside to make the 
High Street a nicer place to visit 
and experience.’

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
fort@obantimes.co.uk

More staff 
would have 
helped,
inquiry told

Companies in 
High Street 
crisis summit

Vintage car to be carried up Ben Nevis 
to celebrate 100th anniversary of stunt

Upper Achintore primary pupils lead clean-up effort

THE DEVELOPER hoping to 
build four tidal power turbines in 
Kyle Rhea between Glenelg and 
Skye has secured Department 
of Energy and Climate Change 
backing for a Euro cash bid.

The approval of Marine Current 
Turbines’ application to the EU’s 
New Entrant Reserve (NER) 

farm will now go forward to the 

European Investment Bank for 
consideration.

The EUR4.5 billion NER 
scheme supports carbon capture 
and storage and innovative 
renewable projects – such as the 
Kyle Rhea scheme - across the 
European Union.  The EIB will 
now spend nine months perform-

application to check whether 

the £40million project stacks up 

MCT chief executive Martin 

to have made it through to the 
next stage of the NER funding 
process. It underlines the strength 
of our work to date on Kyle Rhea 
and over the past decade with 
our SeaFlow and SeaGen tidal 
systems as well as the UK Gov-

ernment’s strong desire to see a 
marine energy industry develop 
in this country.’

The Kyle Rhea tidal project will 
have a maximum power of 8MW 
and the capacity to generate 
electricity for up to 8,000 homes.
Subject to public consultation, 

MCT is aiming to deploy the tidal 
farm by 2014.

Tidal power turbine developer wins Euro cash bid backing

This mink, pictured on the shore at Kyle, and its cousins could soon be 
targeted in a cull.

LOCAL people in south Skye and 
Lochalsh could be asked to catch 
and kill mink as a targeted cull of 
the voracious predators becomes 
more likely.

Full details of a survey on the 
animals’ range and impact on 
wildlife will be unveiled at Portree 
later this month.

But John Phillips, Highland 
Council’s senior countryside ranger 
for Ross, Cromarty, Skye and 
Lochalsh, believes funding for any 
eradication scheme will be limited 
and local help will be needed.

Water voles, black throated divers, 
Atlantic salmon and European eels 
are among the species at risk of 
mink predation, he told The Oban 
Times.

some kind of trapping effort,’ he 
said. 

funding for anything is going to 

reduce the numbers in key areas, 
perhaps with a little help from local 
people willing to put out a trap and 
operate an airgun.

might be a national effort to deal 
with mink rather than various local 
efforts, which has been the case to 
date.’

Findings from the Skye and 
Lochalsh mink monitoring project 
will be presented at a meeting in 
Tigh na Sgire, Portree, Isle of Skye 
on Thursday, May 26, at 7.30pm

The project has seen more 
than 60 local volunteers collect 
data and send in details of mink 
sightings and damage throughout 
Skye and Lochalsh since August 
last year.

Impact
A bleak picture has emerged of 

the impact mink are having on 

interests – with crofters reporting 
even poultry being taken.

Speakers at the Portree meeting 
include Ian Macleod of the 
Hebridean Mink Project,

Gunnar Scholtz and Aberdeen 
University Ph.D. student Elaine 
Fraser. Councillor Audrey Sinclair 
will open the meeting.

Residents could be asked to cull mink

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

Young fashionistas take to the catwalk

Fabulous fashions for the young – and not so young – were on view at a charity show. St Columba’s Primary parent 
council organised the fashion show at M&Co, Oban, as part of ongoing fundraising activities to buy 20 new computers 

for the school. Previous activities have included a big fun day. In addition to pupils modelling some of the latest fashions, 
parents and other volunteers took their turn on the catwalk. 07_t19fashion01



A KNOYDART charter boat crew 
battled in vain to save the life of 
a kayaker after pulling him from 
the sea on Sunday afternoon.

The Mary Doune was taking 
guests from Doune, near Inverie, 
on a trip to the Small Isles when 
the man was spotted in the water 
two miles north of Eigg at about 
5pm.

Crew members fought to 
resuscitate the canoeist, believed 
to be in his 40s and from outside 
the Highlands and Islands, 
throughout the 30 minute voyage 
back to Mallaig, but to no avail.

Mallaig RNLI lifeboat and 
Stornoway coastguard helicopter 
attended the incident. The man’s 
drifting kayak was spotted from 
the air minutes after he was 
recovered from the sea.

It is understood earlier in 
the day the kayaker had left 
Arisaig, where his locked car was 

FORT William will be the venue next Friday for the launch by the 
Islands Book Trust of its new publication St Kilda Snapshots, produced 
to mark the 25th anniversary of the islands receiving World Heritage 
Site status. 

The new hardback, by David Quine, is based on previously 
unpublished photographs, taken by the late Lachlan MacDonald, of 
families on the island and after the 1930 evacuation.

Lachlan was born on St Kilda in 1906, left at the time of the 
evacuation and died in 1991. It is hoped that Lachlan’s widow Nancy, 
who now lives in Fort William, will be present at the launch. 

Last year she was awarded honorary membership of the Islands Book 
Trust at its conference in Benbecula to mark the 80th anniversary of 
the evacuation. 

The event, in the West End Hotel at 8pm, is being staged in co-
operation with the National Trust for Scotland and will also see 
specially commissioned postcards of St Kilda scenes by Allan 
MacDonald unveiled. 

Everyone is welcome to attend but those unable to do so can visit 
www.theislandsbooktrust.com.

MORAR Women’s Rural Institute elected a 
new committee at its recent annual general 
meeting in Lady Lovat School Morar.

The new president is Christine Haynes, 
while vice president will be Eileen Macphie, 
and Isabel Morton was named the new 
secretary. 

The other new committee members are 

Pauline Elwell (treasurer), Ann Currie 
(hostess), June Foxwell (press secretary) and 
Mary Ferguson (tea queen).

Isabel Morton was also named winner of 
the annual Rose Bowl competition, with June 
Foxwell and Eileen Macphie runners-up.

raised at the sales table.

FOUR LOCHABER-based 
community projects have secured 

Highland LEADER programme at 
the end of 2010. 

Kilmallie Free Church in Caol has 

enable them to deliver a wider 
range of community support and 
development activities.

The project, comprising the 
renovation of the existing church 
building and a large extension, 
will mean the revamped premises 
will provide services for the entire 
community.

larger meeting spaces, new kitchen 
and toilet facilities, modern heating 

and lighting systems and disabled 
access. 

A drop-in centre with a café and 
computers for educational and 
community use will also feature.

Rev Christopher MacRae 
expressed his delight at the award 
on what is the 50th anniversary of 
the church’s establishment in Caol.

He said: ‘Our congregation and 
denomination as a whole have also 
shown their commitment to the 

monetary backing to enable us to 
further our community work in 
Lochaber.’

Kilmallie Hall and Ballachulish 

make them more environmentally 

works include the installation of a 
biomass boiler, new insulation and 

Ballachulish Hall double-glazing, 
solar panels, a new stage and PA 
system and extra storage facilities 
will be installed.

Kilmallie Hall treasurer Jimmy 
Smith said the grant and backing 
from Community Energy Scotland 
and Highland Council would 
transform the venue.

He said: ‘It has been a long 
struggle and we thank the regular 
users of the hall for their patience 
and support through all the days of 
leaking roof, and cold hall. 

‘The hall has been very busy 
over the last year, and with all 
the improvements will become 

more viable and enable further 
development in the future and 
thus become a major asset to the 
community.’ 

Ballachulish Community 
Association secretary, Drew 
McFarlane-Slack said the 25-year-
old village hall’s future was now 
secure.

He said: ‘The improvements will 
reduce its carbon footprint, provide 
better access for the disabled and 
offer cutting edge equipment to 
travelling theatre and musical 
companies. We are thrilled that 
the Highland Leader Programme 
supported our application and 

contractors on site within the next 
few weeks.’

Meanwhile, the Knoydart 

new water and sewerage system 
for the Home Farm area in Inverie 
will pave the way for more homes 
and a bunk house/education centre. 
Development manager Angela 
Williams said the cash would 
contribute to ‘the sustainability of 
the Foundation’.

for Lochaber, Martin Culbertson 
encouraged any community 
group with a project idea to get in 
touch. Awards from the current 
programme can be made up to 
March 2012. The minimum grant 

grants are at the discretion of local 
LEADER groups. 

More information at www.
highlandleader.com.

FEARS are growing that changes 
to the waste collection service is 
leading to rubbish being dumped 
around Lochaber.

Community councils have 
already expressed concerns the 
withdrawl of skips for bulky 
household waste would cause a 
problem.

angered villagers in the Spean 
Bridge and Roy Bridge areas.

And at Acharacle local 
businessman David Burgess 
claims the recent switch from 
weekly collections of household 
waste to fortnightly, with 
recycling collections in between, 

He told The Oban Times: ‘We 

well as a grocery store and are 
concerned about the amount of 
rubbish which is growing by the 
day next to our businesses.

A82 road 
works get 
underway
THREE Transport Scotland road 
improvement schemes worth a 

on the A82 on Sunday.
The projects, involving 

substantial resurfacing and road 
safety improvements between 

will be carried out using a mix of 
an overnight closure and single 
lane closures.   

resurfacing works, three miles 
north of Spean Bridge, runs from 
Sunday to Thursday May 19 and 
will involve an overnight closure 
from 10pm to 6am.

Resurfacing work at Torlundy 
will run from Monday May 23 
to June 1 with single lane closure 

6pm.
The Carr’s Corner to Fort 

William Golf Club resurfacing 
scheme runs from Thursday June 
2 to Friday June 10. Single lane 

and 6pm.   

in place during the weekend of 
the World Downhill Cup on June 
4-5.

A spokesman for contractors 
Scotland Transerv said: ‘These 
three essential maintenance 

improve this lifeline route between 
Fort William and Inverness. 
Whilst we are endeavouring to 
keep disruption to a minimum we 
would ask that motorists note the 
overnight closures and plan their 
journeys accordingly.’

THE DUST may have settled following last week’s 
centenary Scottish Six Days Trial (SSDT)  – but 
the body responsible for promoting Lochaber as 
the UK’s premier destination for outdoor sports is 
already looking ahead.

for the showpiece motorcycle event, leading Fort 
William-based Outdoor Capital of the UK (OCUK) 
to hope the bonanza could be a harbinger of things 
to come. Like other parts of the West Highlands, 
Lochaber has had a patchy start to the tourist season 
- but OCUK project director Frazer Coupland 
reckons as an exciting events programme unfolds 
in coming weeks the SSDT feel-good factor will 
continue. He told The Oban Times: ‘Traditionally, 
the SSDT has been a kickstart to the summer 
season – and this year was no different with it being 
the event’s 100th anniversary and the weather 

the parade [of riders] was absolutely fantastic. The 
High Street has its critics, but it was one of those 
days when it made you feel proud for the town. Fort 
William has a great ability to host events like this 
and it gives a great lift to everyone when there are 
so many folk about. I think it was another positive 

the UK - and it is something that gives us the right 
to call ourselves that.’

He added: ‘The Downhill World Cup is only 
three weeks away – if you look at what’s going on 
it’s fantastic for Lochaber. This weekend sees the 
Scottish Downhill Series at Nevis Range, the week 
after it’s 10 Under the Ben, then it’s the British 
Downhill Championships at Glencoe. After that we 
have the World Cup at Fort William – so in terms 
of outdoor events Lochaber is punching way above 
its weight.’

Spectators line the Town Hall Brae off Fort William High Street for the final day of competition in the 
Scottish Six Days Trial last Saturday: now hopes are high of a bumper season ahead. 20_f19ssdt01

discovered. His keys were found 
in the kayak.

Sea conditions were benign 
early in the day but had worsened 
in the strong southerly wind by 
mid afternoon.  

The Mary Doune’s owner, 
Martin Davies told The Oban 
Times the man appeared lifeless 
when skipper Andy Tibbets and 
his crew got him on board.

‘They did their best to revive 
him and continued trying to do so 
until they got to Mallaig,’ he said. 
‘The weather was quite squally 
and it is possible he got caught 
out unintentionally.’

The tragedy was unfolding as 
two sailors escaped with mild 
hypothermia after capsizing in 
Loch Bracadale off Skye’s west 
coast.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Boat crew battles in 
vain to save kayaker

They were saved after alerting 
rescuers by activating a pocket-
sized transmitter to relay a 
distress signal to the coastguard 
via satellite. 

Coastguard, Toby Reynolds told 
The Oban Times: ‘‘If you can 
afford it, it’s a good idea to buy 
a locater beacon if you are going 
out on your own or in a group.

‘Alternatively, let us know 
beforehand where you are going 
and your estimated time of 
arrival - so that if you do get into 

looking for you.
‘The water is only 9-10C at that 

this time of year and without an 
exposure suit, survival times can 
be as little as 45 minutes. With a 
quarter-inch wetsuit that time can 
rise to around four hours, but that 
depends on sea conditions.

‘If it is rough, as it was on 

Sunday afternoon, you can end 
up swallowing water and fatigue 
can set in really quickly.’

Mallaig Harbour Authority 
chairman Robert MacMillan 
said: ‘It’s all about knowing if 
people are in trouble. Anything 
that would warn people that you 

be a good thing if you are a lone 
sailor or kayaker.

‘There is very little temperature 
difference between winter and 
summer seasons. Summer seas 
are still pretty cold and you can 
get hypothermia pretty quickly.

‘It’s a tragic story. The boat 
was lucky to come across the 
man. They just happened to see 
something in the water and it was 
just perchance they found him.’

A report has been submitted to 

not appear to be any suspicious 
circumstances, police said.  

Nancy MacDonald being 
presented last year with her 

honorary membership of the 
Islands Book Trust by trustee 

Alasdair MacEachen.

Overflowing bins outside Acharacle village shop have prompted 
local concern.

‘More importantly, next to a play 
area for toddlers there is loads of 
rubbish and broken glass, bins 

everywhere. 
‘Why do we pay council tax and 

rates? Last week we understand 
the council had to send down 
three lorries to collect all the 
rubbish.

Cost
‘If they had left things as normal 

that wouldn’t have happened - one 
lorry would have been enough. 
This is a greater cost to the tax 
payer.’

In Brae Lochaber, residents 
told Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council of unsightly incidents 
which, they claimed, was down 
to fortnightly bin collections and 

the discontinuation of the skip 
service. 

Members heard that among 
the articles left in laybys were 
a fridge, chair and several 
mattresses.

‘You could furnish a house 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

with the amount of stuff that has 
been dumped. It’s happening 
everywhere in Lochaber,’ said 
a resident.

Sean Condron, the community 
council secretary, said the matter 
would be taken up with the 
Lochaber community wardens’ 
department. He also hoped it 
would be raised at the next ward 
forum.

Vice chairman of TEC services 
Brian Murphy told The Oban 
Times: ‘I will certainly undertake 
to investigate these complaints 
and take them up with our waste 
and recycling teams.

Thorough
‘We have been very thorough in 

trying to deal with any problems 
people have raised with us and we 

solutions.
‘But in the long term, we have 

to think about waste as a possible 
resource – there are very strict 

targets the council must meet.’

Trial success set to kickstart 
bumper summer season

Residents voice fears over 
growing amounts of litter

New book launched

Joy for four Lochaber community groups as 
extra £600,000 LEADER cash is handed out 

Morar Institute ladies elect new committee at AGM

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

SLEAT local events group 
SEALL will celebrate its 20th 
anniversary this month by 
presenting two world music 
events at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, the 
Gaelic college near Armadale.

Leading Spanish guitar player 
Eduardo Niebla and Salsa Celtica, 

salsa band will make their return 
to Sleat by popular demand.

SEALL, one of the country’s 
most successful rural touring 
programmers, presents more than 
30 top events each year to sell-out 
audiences. The charity promoted 

11 May 1991.
Meaning ‘look’ in Gaelic and 

standing for Sleat Entertainments 
for All, SEALL grew out of 
events promotion undertaken by 
Duncan MacInnes when he was 
employed at the Clan Donald 
Visitor Centre in Armadale. 

He said: ‘Over the years there 
have been many, many folk 
involved in making SEALL the 
successful community group 
it is. You don’t need lengthy 
questionnaires at the end of an 
event to judge its success – just 
stand by the door and measure 
the breadth of the smiles!’

Eduardo plays next Monday 
and Salsa Celtica next Thursday, 
both at 8pm. 

World music 
at Skye 
Gaelic college

nine kilometres all in one day for charity next Friday.
Northern Constabulary constables Alan Ross, James 

Rodgers and Andrew Shepard, all ex-marines, have organised 
the gruelling challenge to raise money for Commando 999, 
which provides assistance to Royal Marines who have suffered 
life-changing injuries and their families.

The men will climb Ben Nevis and Carn Mor Dearg before 
running to the Commando Memorial at Spean Bridge.

They will be accompanied on the 43km route by DC 
Shepard’s two police dogs Khali and Whisky. DC Ross said: 
‘It’s great that in our roles within Northern Constabulary we 
are able to help with a cause that means so much to us and we 
would like to thank everyone internally who has supported 
us.’

collected from the River Nevis’ banks near Fort 
William during their spring clean-up on Sunday.

Co-ordinator Liz Wilshaw told The Oban Times
items collected included a sun lounger, a pushchair 
and parts of a car.

She said: ‘The litter blitz proved a very 
successful day, with 29 attendees including 
families, locals and visitors. We are trying to make 
people more aware that if they chuck things down 
the riverbank they do not go away. Some items 
were so big they had to be taken there by car.’

Friends of Nevis scour river banks for rubbish 

MAY 2011
WIN! Pitlochry theatre breaks; Luxury trips to Shetland; RM Williams boots; £500 of cashmere; Gardening tickets

WHY ALL MINK MUST DIE
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THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...

READ...
DISCOVERING
SHETLAND
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USA 
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THE BLACK 
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KANDAHAR 
REEL
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WIN...
AMAZING PRIZES: Pitlochry Theatre tickets, 
Luxury Break on Shetland, R M Williams 
boots, tickets to Gardening Scotland, £500 
worth of cashmere

www.scottishfield.co.uk

AN ORIGINAL 
PAINTING WORTH £2000

ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVE - OBAN
Salary £16,000 - £20,000 + commission + bonus + benefits

An excellent career opportunity has arisen within the sales team of The Oban 
Times. The successful applicant will be selling for a range of interesting and 
attractive products to a wide variety of organisations and businesses. The 
position includes repeat selling to our established customer base as well 
as generating new business. A driving licence is essential as you may not 

Argyll and surrounding area in one of our company vehicles.
Excellent communication skills, the desire to be successful, imagination and a 
professional approach are imperative.
Sales experience would be preferred but not essential. Induction and training 
will be provided as required.
In addition to a basic salary of £16,000 - £20,000 (dependent on previous sales 
experience), we offer attractive commissions, bonus potential, group personal 
pension plan, life and medical insurance.

If you think this job is for you - please
email personnel@obantimes.co.uk a letter of application 

and full C.V. including contact telephone number.

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

OT
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Practical help, advice and 
support for new and 
growing businesses
To find out how Business Gateway can help your 
business, contact the local office on 01546 605 459 
or visit www.bgateway.com

Supporters of the Oban Times business pages

Business reporter:
Steven Flanagan  
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568021

Business Advertising:
Claire Firth    

cfirth@wyvexmedia.co.uk   

01631 568013

TOURISM is key to the economy of 
Argyll and Bute, accounting for nearly 
15 per cent of total employment, and 
many businesses are now taking 
on staff to help them through the 
summer season.

Argyll and Bute Council’s Business 
Gateway is on hand to support 
employers through this process, 

people, to understanding the different 
options for engaging a worker and 
providing information on the checks 
which can be carried out on a potential 
staff member.

As well as offering support from 
an experienced business adviser, 
Business Gateway’s website, www.
bgateway.com, holds lots of useful 
advice about taking on staff, 
including a simple interactive tool 
to help employers check their legal 
responsibilities when recruiting new 

employees. For instance, a person’s 
age affects the types of work they 
are allowed to do, the hours they are 
allowed to work and the rates they 
must be paid.

Business Gateway can help 
employers create a written statement 
of employment, covering all the 
employment terms and conditions 
legally required.

Help is available on a wide eange of 
topics - not just employment advice. 

One new Argyll-based entrepreneur 

the support on offer is Samantha 
Macphee, of Highland Bling, a 
business making individually 
crafted items of ‘everyday wearable’ 
jewellery.

‘Not only did I get good advice 
on marketing my businesses and 
protecting my brand, but they 
helped signpost sources of funding 

to help with my start-up costs,’ said 
Samantha.

Having given up her career to be 
a stay at home mum, she wanted to 
make a living by working at home 
and doing something creative and 
enjoyable. 

Samantha started making jewellery 
for Christmas and birthday presents 
for friends and family, a hobby which 
quickly grew as the jewellery sold 
through word of mouth.

Inspiration came from her children 
who suggested that they dress up 
Phoenix, a good natured Highland 
cow, by placing jewellery on her 
horns. 

‘In honour of Phoenix I made a 
charm based on her head and horns. 
This charm is now used on most of 
my jewellery and has become the sign 
of an original piece from Highland 
Bling Crafts.’

Highland Bling - Samantha Macphee at work on her distinctive 
jewellery.

Help at hand to tackle 
paperwork problems
PAPERWORK is the bane of 
every organisation; but a Tiree 
entrepreneur has established a 
thriving business by simply doing 
it for other people.

Paper.Works Tiree has already 
gathered more than 40 clients 
since starting in 2005 by offering 
a tailored ‘Virtual Assistant’ 
service.

So far, it has proved especially 
useful for small businesses, 
community groups and charitable 
organisations, who have taken 
advantage of their expertise to 
cut through the reams of red tape 
that are often more than enough 
to put anyone off putting pen to 
paper.

Paper.Works Tiree is the 
brainchild of Jane Isaacson, who 

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

almost fell into what has turned 
out to be a lucrative industry.

She said: ‘I actually came from 
a family that ran an outdoor 

came to the island I set up a pony 
trekking business.  

‘When they built the new 
community hall I was asked to 
be a minute secretary and that 

in Tiree started approaching me 
to help them.

‘It was then I thought, ‘this 
could be a good business’.’

Initially completing grant 
application forms for local 
charities, Jane became involved 
with Tiree Community 
Development Trust, working 
with them for some years.

Her reputation for successful 
grant applications saw her client 
base grow and she stopped 
working with the trust in 2009 to 

concentrate on her growing client 
list. Since then, she has helped 
numerous businesses get off the 
ground by taking the burden of 
administration away, allowing 
the entrepreneurs to concentrate 
on establishing themselves and 

Such is the success and 
reputation of the business so far 
that she has had to take on two part 
time staff to handle paperwork 
in Tiree, while growing demand 
for the mainland has seen Paper.
Works employ a new full time 
assistant in Appin.

Jane has rapid expansion plans 
for the current year.

‘My ambition,’ she said, ‘is to 
have an assistant in Lochaber and 
another in Skye by the end of the 

year. Ten years ago, we couldn’t 
have done this job, but technology 
allows this now and means we 
can work from the island. 

‘We have a cloud-based internet 

my main computer to be accessed 

our clients. 
‘That means no going back and 

forward with emails and multiple 
copies of the same document.  

‘We often say to clients that as 
long as they have broadband we 
can help them. 

‘They don’t have to have 
broadband, but it does make 

‘However, we do like to deal 
with our clients on a face-to-face 
basis as often as we can.’

‘Virtual assistant’ can cut through reams of red tape

My ambition 
is to have an 
assistant in 
Lochaber and 
Skye.
Jane Isaacson

Double delight for 
Scottish Sea Farms
SCOTTISH Sea Farms has 

nine categories in this year’s 
2011 Crown Estate Scottish 
Aquaculture Awards.

The company, which farms at 
South Shian, near Benderloch, 
has also made the shortlist of 
the Marks and Spencer Plan A 
awards, awarded to companies 
who commit to environmentally 
friendly sustainable production 
techniques. The company has 
also celebrated the nomination 
of long term business partners 
Fusion Marine in the awards.

Director of Scottish Sea Farms 
Jim Gallagher said: ‘We are 
delighted to have been shortlisted 
in so many categories. It is 
recognition of the pride we take 
in our operations and in nurturing 
both our customer and supplier 
relationships. 

‘It’s wonderful that not only 
are our own efforts recognised 
but also those of Fusion Marine 
as a crucial supplier to SSF and 
the industry, as well as Marks and 
Spencer, for whom we exclusively 
produce Lochmuir Salmon.’

Among the other nominees is 
Walter Spiers, managing director 
of Muckairn Mussels Ltd, in 
Connel, in the Aquaculture 
Ambassador of the Year award.

Among his memberships and 
roles within the industry, Walter 
is the chairman and founding 
member of the Association of 

Association of Great Britain, 
sits on the Mollusc Committee, 
is chairman of the Scottish 

and is director of the Scottish 

Aquaculture Research Forum. He 
is also a director of the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science 
in Dunbeg and is a member of 
the European Mollusc Producers 
Association. The Crown Estates 
Awards will be announced on 
June 9, while the Marks and 
Spencer Awards will be presented 
at The Royal Highland Show on  
June 23.

The full list of nominations for the 
Crown Estate Scottish Aquaculture 
Awards is as follows: Farm Manager 
of the Year 2011:  David Duffy, 
Scottish Sea Farms;  Ronnie Hawkins, 
Marine Harvest, (Scotland) UK; Iain 
McArthur, The Scottish Salmon 
Company;  Kenny Morrison, The 
Scottish Salmon Company.

Aquaculture Ambassador of the 
Year 2011: Dr Martin Jaffa;  Geoff 
Kidd; Alastair Salvesen; Walter 
Speirs.

Aquaculture Processor or Retailer 
of the Year 2011: Marks and Spencer; 
Sainsbury’s.

Aquaculture Supplier of the 

International; Fusion Marine; 
Storvik Ltd.

Lismore North, Scottish Sea Farms; 
Loch Leven, Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) UK; West Loch Roag, The 
Scottish Salmon Company; West of 
Burwick, Grieg Seafood Hjaltland 
UK Ltd.

Isle of Colonsay Oysters; Loch Ryan 

Business Development Award 2011: 
Gael Force Group; Grieg Seafood 
Hjaltland Ltd; Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) UK; Scottish Sea Farms.

Stewardship Award 2011: Gigha 

4. Wester Ross Fisheries Ltd.
Innovation Award 2011: Marine 

Harvest (Scotland) Ltd; Scottish 
Sea Farms; The Scottish Salmon 
Company; Wester Ross Fisheries 
Ltd.

MACDUFF Shipyards Ltd has 
received a major boost after it won 
a contract to build a 26.75m general 
purpose workboat for Mull’s 
Inverlussa Marine Services.

The twin screw, shallow draft 
vessel, the Bulwark, will be capable 
of carrying 100 tonnes of deck 
cargo, but will also have a dry hold 
and facilities for cargo fuel and 
water transfer.

A 100 tonne/metre combined 

knuckle telescopic deck crane 
will enhance the vessel’s varied 
capabilities, while propulsion will 
be provided by two 530hp Doosan 
engines.

Inverlussa, which is based at Loch 
Spelvie, also operates other vessels 
under the direction of Ben Wilson.  

The intention is to use the boat for 
coastal cargo, civil engineering and 
renewable energy support, as well 
as general towing work.

The ship was designed by Macduff 
Ship Design Ltd, while the steel 

division of Macduff Shipyards Ltd.
Bill Farquhar, director of MacDuff 

Shipyards, said: ‘We employ about 
140 people here and this is good 
news for continued employment 

‘It’s not creating any jobs, but it is 
keeping employment here.’

Helping put a bit of sparkle into Argyll and Bute’s tourism sector

Seminar generates interest
INTEREST in developing 
renewable energy projects in 
and around Oban saw a healthy 
turnout to a seminar on the 
subject last month.

Hosted by land and estate 
agents, Bell Ingram, the seminar 
in the town was one of a series of 
three, with similar events held in 
Perth and Inverness.

More than 200 people attended 

the one-day sessions, designed to 
help cut through the confusion 
surrounding small scale 
renewables schemes, known as 
microgeneration projects.

Bell Ingram managing director, 
Graham Lumby, said: ‘These 
numbers are evidence that advice 
and information on this vital 
sector is not only necessary but 
also sought after.’

Mull order boost for ship builder

Martha Hall opens the new Pinemarten Restaurant at Nevis Range.

Nevis Range cooks up one 
final task for caterer Martha
A LONG-SERVING Nevis 
Range catering employee was 

duty before retiring – cutting 
the ribbon on the resort’s new 
Pinemarten cafe bar at the foot of 
Aonach Mor.

Range more than 15 years ago 
when she agreed to lend a hand 
during a busy weekend and since 
then has seen Nevis Range grow 
rapidly.

She said: ‘Over the years 
the summers have become 
busier and busier, especially with 

coaches, mountain bikers and the 
competition events.  

‘We built two bike tracks 
accessed by gondola and my 
most memorable highlight was 
when Colin McRae opened the 
World Cup downhill track.  

Highlights
‘One of the other highlights 

was when we worked throughout 
the night at the No Fuss 
Relentless race.’

She added: ‘The bikers were 
always very polite and consider-
ate - but far too young for me!’

Martha plans to spend more 

time in Ireland, where she has 
family including a grandchild.

Nevis Range operates as a 
ski resort in the winter and the 
miles of mountain biking trails 
in Leanachan forest attract 
mountain bikers all year round.  

The gondola accessed downhill 
mountain bike trail is the venue 
for annual events including the 
mountain bike World Cup. 

Championship
The Motorcycle Trial World 

Championship was also held at 

2010.

designs on building its business 

mobile concrete batching plant.
TSL Contractors Ltd say the 

plant can be used for a huge 
variety of construction projects, 

manufactured to service the 
on-shore renewable energy 
construction market.

Designed by Eurofab 
Engineering, its unique design 
means that it can be up and 
running just one day after 
arriving on site, despite carrying 
all concrete constituents on 
board. Capable of mixing in 
excess of 50cu m of concrete per 
hour, it is suitable for continuous 
concrete pours of up to 500cu m.

it will give value for money even 
on contracts with fairly small 
concrete requirements. 

TSL’s managing director Andy 
Knight said: ‘We believe that 

currently exists in the mobile 
concrete batching market and 
are delighted to be offering 

this service, which will be 
tailored to individual customers’ 
requirements.’

The purchase comes as part of 
a long-term expansion plan by 
TSL, which can count among 
its larger projects a £2.5million 
community hall in Coll, started 
last month.

In addition to its headquarters 

Oban and Dunoon, working on 
contracts throughout Argyll 
and the islands, in construction, 
haulage and aggregates.

Furthermore, the company 
has recently collaborated 
with Breedon Aggregates in 
establishing the Dunoon-based 
Cowal Concrete Company.

Welcome upsurge in 

FOUR distilleries in Argyll, the 
Islands and Lochaber owned by 
drinks giant Diageo have seen 
dramatic increases in their visitor 
numbers in two years.

Islay’s Lagavulin and Caol 
Ila distilleries led the way with 
increases in visitor number of 
76 per cent to 7,854 visitors 
and 61 per cent to 5,813 visitors 
respectively, while its Talisker 
distillery on Skye saw an increase 
of 22.5 per cent.

Also up, but not as dramatically, 
was the Oban Distillery, which 
recorded a 6.5 per cent increase, 
bringing in 32,018 visitors. 

Diageo say total visitor numbers 
at each of its 12 visitor centres 
across Scotland increased, from 
176,471 in 2008 to 194,505 in 
2009 and 210,432 in 2010, a 19 
per cent increase over the two 
year period.

The Talisker visitor centre 
attracts the most interest, now 
boasting 50,550 visitors per year.

Visitor centre manager for 
Talisker Fiona MacIntyre said: 
‘We are delighted by the increase 
in visitor numbers we have 
seen over the past two years at 
Talisker. 

‘Everyone involved at the visitor 
centre is focused on ensuring that 

the experience we offer tourists 
lives up to the superb quality of 
the whisky we produce at the 
distillery.’

Oban’s Visitor Centre manager 
Carol Bennet added: ‘We welcome 
visitors all year round, but Easter 
is when we really see the tourist 
season get under way and this 
year we are working harder than 
ever to ensure we continue to 
grow our visitor numbers and to 
contribute positively to the wider 
Argyllshire tourist economy.’

Tricia MacIntyre manages both 
Islay visitor centres. 

She said: ‘Our distilleries are a 
showcase for our world-renowned 
whiskies but we are also aware 
we are helping sell Islay to the 
world and we are working hard 
to ensure visitors go away with 
an unforgettable, high quality 
experience of the island.’

The news was welcomed by 
VisitScotland’s chairman Mike 
Cantley. 

fantastic news as we head 
towards the end of the Year of 
Food and Drink and show that the 
combination of quality products 
and quality visitor attractions are 
key to the visitor experience in 
Scotland.’

TSL Contractors’ new mobile concrete batching plant, the first of its 
kind in Scotland. 

SHAWBOST-based Harris 
Tweed Hebrides (HTH) has been 
shortlisted as Scottish Textile 
Brand of the Year in the Scottish 
Fashion Awards 2011, sponsored 
by Vogue.com.

The winner will be announced 
at a glittering event in the 
Glasgow Science Centre on June 
15, when several of the designers 
and international retailers who 
use Harris Tweed will also be in 
line for honours.

Harris Tweed Hebrides 

product just three years ago this 
month, after taking over the 
derelict Shawbost mill in late 
2007.  

The mill now employs 54 
people, up from about 20 in its 

produce cloth for HTH all year 
round under a scheme designed 
to even out peaks and troughs in 
the annual production cycle.

Cutting edge
Determined to restore Harris 

Tweed’s prestige worldwide, 
HTH personnel have worked 
closely with cutting-edge 

change the image of the fabric.
Brian Wilson, chairman 

of Harris Tweed Hebrides, 
welcomed the accolade as ‘a 
tremendous endorsement of all 
the work done at Shawbost and 
in our global markets over the 
past three years’.

He added: ‘More and more 
of the world’s most design-

conscious companies are using 
Harris Tweed in a vast range of 
ways and setting the trend for 
others to follow.  It is fantastic 
recognition for the quality of the 
product and the skills that go 
into it.’

Campaign
Over the past year, Harris 

Tweed Hebrides – which 
accounts for about 90 per cent 
of Orb-stamp tweed produced 
– have been working to re-build 
the US market as well as 
launching a marketing campaign 
in the ‘BRIC’ countries of high 
economic growth – Brazil, 
Russia, India and China.

The company previously won 
the Textile Brand of the Year 
award in 2009.

Harris Tweed in line for textile award  

Osteopath on 
the move - after    
eight-year search
AN OBAN osteopath has ended 
an eight-year search for new 
premises after moving from 
Combie Street to the town’s 
Esplanade.

Former Oban Times columnist 
Andrew Pallas and his family 
moved to North Connel from 
Yorkshire in 2003 and bought the 
Complementary Health Centre 
in Oban.

However, Andrew quickly 
realised the premises were not 
big enough and a frustratingly 
futile search for a new base 
began.

Andrew said: ‘Most premises 
we saw in Oban were either 
similar in size to our old 
premises, or much too big. There 
wasn’t much in between.’

However, the search has now 

an eight-month refurbishment, 
the new practice is located on 
Corran Esplanade, between the 

Along with the new address the 
practice now has a new name: 
Andrew Pallas Osteopath. 

‘The new name better 
describes the core business,’ 
explained Andrew. ‘The new 
clinic is nearly twice the size 
of the old one, providing more 
space to help people learn how to 
actively rehabilitate after strains 
and injuries, and how to prevent 
problems from recurring.’

Andrew admits there has been 
one down side to the move. 
‘There is a real danger we could 
spend all day gazing out of the 
window at the fantastic view, 
rather than getting any work 
done,’ he said. 

McEwen’s is 
popping up
MCEWEN’S will be opening a 
fabulous top line fashion store in 
Oban to coincide with the arrival 
of the new autumn collections in 
August.  

And in the meantime, the 
company has decided to develop 

and the Western Isles. 
Pop up shops have taken the 

retail world by storm in the last 
three years as the ultimate high 
speed and dynamic  temporary 
businesses.  

Bars, art galleries and shops 
have sprung up in almost any 
available location.  

They appear, make an impact 
and are gone, which McEwen’s 
decided was the perfect concept 
for the empty Oban shop while 
waiting for the full August 
opening.

So what form will the 
McEwen’s Pop up take?  

For a matter of weeks it will 
be a Pop up Sale Bonanza! 
The company has been busy 
collecting up the very best offers 
that McEwen’s and its suppliers 

Since the terrible trading due to 
snow at the end of last year, there 
are great deals on top quality 
clothing and homewares to be 
had, if you know where to look 
and have the right contacts. 

There is £500,000 of stock to 
sell in just a matter of weeks.

Scottish salmon exports 
rose 20 per cent in 2010
EXPORTS of fresh Scottish 
salmon reached record levels in 

released by the Scottish Salmon 
Producers’ Organsation (SSPO).

increased by 20 per cent, rising to 
78,611 tonnes from 65,480 tonnes 
the previous year.  

It is the second consecutive 
year exports have risen, further 

largest food export.
A recent agreement to allow 

exports of Scottish salmon into 

to dramatically increase again 
next year, with demand from the 
Asian country already 150 per 
cent of total Scottish output.

The SSPO say exports reached 
54 countries worldwide. The USA 
is the world’s top importer, taking 
in 31,924 tonnes of Scottish 
salmon, while France is Europe’s 
biggest consumer, importing 
26,475 tonnes. 

Increased  demand was recorded 
from Belgium, Switzerland, the 

Netherlands, eastern Europe and 
the Middle East.

Chief executive of SSPO Scott 
Landsburgh said: ‘Scottish 
farmed salmon is a top quality, 
healthy and sustainable protein 
in high demand at home and 
overseas. 

‘Exports have increased over 
650 per cent during the last 20 
years.  

‘The strong performance 
demonstrates that the salmon 
farming sector is playing a key 
role in the export-led economic 
recovery.’

Revealed at last week’s 
European Seafood Exposition 

expected to attract 24,000 visitors 
– Mr Landsburgh said their report 
was good news for the economy.

He said: ‘With the global salmon 
market continuing to outpace 
supply, it is good news for jobs 
and investment in many parts of 
Scotland, including remote, rural 
communities in the Highlands 
and Islands.’ 

Andrew Pallas ND DO MRN

~Back & Neck Pain
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~And more
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Oban
hospital ward 
merger
Sir,
I wish to rectify a number of 
inaccuracies in your article of 
April 28.

The work to merge Ward C of 
Oban’s Lorn and Islands Hospital 
with Cruachan Ward is being 
achieved with no loss of service 
to the public, no redundancies and 
with minimal upgrading work.

It was designed to reduce 
revenue costs of the hospital by 
approximately £400,000 and 
these savings will be achieved. 
As such the merger is a story 
of hospital staff and managers 
working together to successfully 
maintain essential services within 
a restricted budget and should be 
celebrated rather than criticised.

As with all public organisations, 
the Community Health 
Partnership is required to achieve 
further savings and Lorn and 
Islands Hospital cannot be 
immune from these.  

It is, however, wholly inaccurate 
to suggest that councillors have 
not been involved in discussions 
around the ward merger.  

Several attended a meeting 
with me last year and the 
scheme was discussed in detail 
and unanimously endorsed 
at the most recent local Area 
Community Planning Group 
meeting, chaired by Councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre.  

It has also been discussed and 
supported at several meetings 
of the Public Partnership Forum 
in the hospital which is open to 
all and regularly attended by a 
number of councillors.
David Whiteoak, Locality 
Manager, Argyll and 
Bute Community Health 
Partnership. 

Oban High School 
uniform concern
Sir,
I am very glad someone has 
written to The Oban Times with 
regards of the management of 
Oban High School. 

I also, as with many other 
parents, have complained about 
the lack of school uniform worn 
by the girls of the school and the 
school has never supported me 
with this major concern. 

The fact that in this day and age 
a head teacher should be doing all 
he can to protect his staff from 
very sensitive issues such as false 
allegations, sexism, favoritism 
and unfair treatment of pupils 
but does not bother is very poor 
management. The impression 
most people take is that well 
dressed pupils represent a good 
school, badly dressed pupils 
represent a bad school. 

The message they are sending 
our next generation is appalling, 
and the fact no-one has done 
anything about it is even worse. 

I am sure the school would not 
allow boys to walk around with 
barely any clothes on yet, for 
some unknown reason, the girls 
are allowed to. It is unbelievable. 

I would urge all pupils, parents  
and any other members of the 
wider community who want 
this issue resolved to make 

Commision, HMIe Inspectors 
and anyone else who will listen, 
as going to the school or the 
parent council has no effect what 
so ever. 
Mrs Docherty, Pulpit Hill, 
Oban. 

A view from the tower
by McCaig
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A strange view     
of morality
IT’S ALWAYS the same: 
some crazed moron with a 
belief he alone has the right 
to dispose, with no concept of 
fundamental justice, eventually 
gets his just deserts and departs 
this life to the acclamation of 
the rest of the world’s citizenry. 

Well not quite all. Some 
sensitive seekers consider not 
all the necessary processes had 
been fairly applied to the fate 
of an admitted mass murderer 
who had shown no mercy to 
the thousands of victims of the 
‘Twin Towers’ atrocity in the 
United States. 

Osama Bin Laden boasted 

revenge for alleged insults to 
the Muslim religion and the 
failure of the major powers to 
defer to it.

Who in their right mind 
would admit that any of Bin 
Laden’s actions prior to ‘9/11’, 
or especially after it, could be 
construed as legal and based on 
religious principles. Certainly 
not you or I or anyone with a 
spark of humanity, except a 
cleric who just happens to be 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the spiritual head of the Church 
of England. 

has made devout members 
of the Anglican faith squirm 
because of his apparent 
condemnation of those who 
found an opportunity to rid 
the world of an evil monster. It 
seems that actually he doesn’t 
condemn the killing of such 
but rather falls over backwards 
to ensure that every jot and 
tittle of his interpretation of 
the law governing the disposal 
of someone so evil that those 
indulging in the pursuit of a 
mass murderer must not seize 
the opportunity that presents 
itself after nearly 10 years of 
searching for Bin Laden but 
capture him no matter what 
risk the US Navy Seals might 
have to endure. As far as Bin 
Laden is concerned there are 
no such niceties. Did he not 
boast that ‘he would never 
be taken alive’. What the 
American Special Forces did 
was bravery of the highest 
order. What the Archbishop 
is postulating is a sort of 
academic exercise similar 
to the poet John Milton’s 
intellectual postulation: as 
to how many angels could be 
accommodated on a pinhead! 
Nice for a rainy afternoon 
but of little importance to the 
safety of mankind. 

The road of full 
independence?
I SUSPECTED during the 
recent Scottish Parliamentary 
Elections that we were in for an 
SNP landslide victory. 

Not only did they wage a 
superb campaign but the mood 

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

CHA GHABHAR GRÈIM air uisge neo air teine! 
Theagamh nach robh an seanfhacal sin cho iomchaidh bho 
chionn iomadh bliadhna ‘s a bha e thar nam beagan sheachdai-
nean a chaidh. ‘S e cùis-uamhais agus eagail a bh’ ann a  bhith a’ 
faicinn craos teine mìltean de leud a’ caismeachd thar sgaoiltean 
mòra den dùthaich a’ losgadh na tha san t-slighe. Agus cho 
meanbh agus neo-èifeachdach is a bha mac an duine a’ coimhead 
na oidhirp smachd a ghabhail air.
Dhan fheadhainn againn a rugadh ’s a thogadh ann an sgìrean 
croitearachd, bha leigeil fhalaisg mar phàirt de dh’obair na 
bliadhna. Na àm fhèin, agus le faiceall is fo smachd bha seann 
fheur, fraoch is luachair ga losgadh agus an talamh ga ghlanadh 
gus cothrom fàis ùr a cheadachadh. Bha toradh nan croitean agus 
ionaltradh sprèidh an crochadh air gun tachradh seo cunbhalach, 
ach bha cuideachd làn mhothachadh air feumalachdan nàdair 
agus cho cudromach ‘s a bha e nach bithte a’ leigeil fhalaisg 
nuair a thigeadh àm breith nan eun. Tha an crìonadh ann an 
obair croitearachd, le nas lugha dhaoine air na monaidhean ri 
obair chaorach is chruidh, gun teagamh a’ ciallachadh gum bheil 
àiteachas den t-seòrsa seo air fulang gu mòr agus gum bheil 
ròs ga chall air na dleastanasan a bha aithnichte le daoine fad 
linntean.

Anns an t-seadh sin, tha Caidreachas Chroitearan na h-Alba 
ceart a bhith a’ coiteachadh Riaghaltas ùr na h-Alba cabhag a 
dhèanamh ann a bhith a’ daingneachadh poileasaidh leasachaidh 
croitearachd le bhith a’ cur molaidhean Aithisg Pack an gnìomh 
gus treudan beaga chruidh is chaorach a thoirt air ais gu sgìrean 
croitearachd. A rèir rannsachadh le Colaiste Àiteachais Alba, tha 
àireamhan sprèidh chroitearan air tuiteam gu mòr thar nan còig 
bliadhna deug a chaidh. 

Tha seo gu mòr ri linn ‘s mar a chaidh taicean ionmhas Eòrpach 
atharrachadh gu ìre ‘s nach eil taic airgid àiteachais tuilleadh an 
crochadh air obrachadh fearainn. 
Tha leithid nan teintean a chunnaic sinn bho chionn ghoirid air 
na milleanan a chosg dhan dùthaich ann an caochladh dhòighean 
agus bidh bliadhnaichean mu faighear seachad air a’ chron. Nach 
biodh e mòran na b’ fheàrr airgead a chur ann an leasachadh 
croitearachd agus an àrainneachd a dhìon aig an aon àm.    

They have undoubtedly cost millions of pounds and the land will 
take years to recover. 

the decline in crofting stock and the consequent lesser manage-
ment of moorland previously well grazed by sheep and cattle. 
The Pack Report to Government last November recommended 
support to crofters to encourage the development of new small 
herds of sheep and cattle. 

So would it not make so much more sense to invest in support 
for crofting livestock development, as the Scottish Crofting 
Foundation is asking the new Scottish Government to do, and 
revitalise rural communities and protect the environment at the 
same time. 
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Correction
IN LAST week’s edition of The Oban Times a photograph 
caption incorrectly stated that Ewan Shearer was presented with 
his medal by Kathryn Callander.

The woman presenting the prize for singing was in fact Dorothy 
Howden. 

of the country was one of: 
‘Away with the old, bring on 
the new’. 

On a number of occasions 
I have warned that the SNP 
will be successful through 
the mistakes of the other 
political parties rather than the 
successes of the ‘independence 
parties’ and so it has turned 
out this time round. Scottish 
Labour seemed to have a 
substantial lead in the run up 
polls only to throw it away due 
mainly to a very lack lustre 
campaign waged by Iain Gray, 
the now resigning chief; the 
Tories, despite Anabel Goldie’s 
excellent campaign, are still 
dismissed as the Maggie 
Thatcher party and not to 
be trusted – working class 
Scots have long memories 
for allegations of ‘stealing 
milk from school kids and  

Scotland – which she did. And, 
for which her party will not be 
forgiven for seven generations. 

As far as the Liberal 
Democrats are concerned one 
only need to say Nick Clegg 
and all that he has rammed 
down the electorate’s throat 
since he became deputy prime-
minister, ignoring numerous 
warnings that his policies were 
not wanted. His ‘clowning’ has 
caused Scotland to lose one of 
its most competent politicians, 
Tavish Scott, who did the 
honorable thing in the light of a 
severe drubbing a week ago. 

Throughout all adversity 
Alex Salmond pursued positive 
policies and was the winner 
for so doing. But his struggle 
to meet all the promises he has 

What of the 
future?
THE BIGGEST danger 
that faces British politics is 
how long can the coalition 
government last before there 
has to be a General Election 
brought about by the strident 
antics of the ‘clown’ Clegg and 
his sidekick Dr Vince Cable. 

Not for them the accepted 
tenets for handling an adverse 
reaction to the policies that 
they espouse. Clearly, any 
normal Cabinet Minister 
faced with such a drubbing at 
the polls and in a referendum 
would accept the verdict of the 
people and retire to the back 
benches or quit politics all 
together. That’s what normal 
people would do, but not this 
pair as the more their policies 
are derided the more idiotic 
ones they produce and get the 
southern English Lid/Dems 
to back them while the rest 
of Britain moves to support 
common sense policies that 
will help all the electorate.

Colin Armstrong of Coventry submitted this week’s fl ashback photograph which shows George Street, Oban, in days gone by. We invite 
readers to send in fl ashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@

obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints 
returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

George Street, Oban, in days gone by
West End Festival
BACK in 1995, about 150 
people attended a meeting and 
decided that the west-end of 
Glasgow should have its own 
festival and the following year 
a week-long event took place. 

This independent festival had 
extended to two weeks by 1997 
and just four years later the 
festival consisted of 200 events 

allow for the opening parade.  
Despite the recession of 

recent years the festival 
has continued to maintain 
its quality and quantity of 
different events at a huge 
number of venues. 

This year’s programme for 
the festival, which will start 
on Friday June 3 and run until 
Sunday June 26, has just been 
announced and includes such 
diverse activities as music of 
various genres, comedy, walks, 
talks, theatre and dance and 
special events for children, 
families and schools. 

Over the years the Gaels - did 
every close in Partick not have 
at least one Gaelic speaking 
family at one time? - played an 
important role in the area and 
their language still has its place 
in the festival programme.    

On three consecutive Monday 
evenings, starting June 6, 
there is an opportunity to try 
out singing in Gaelic and an 
introduction to Ulpan, the 

developed in Israel and which 
has been responsible for the 
huge increase in the number of 
Welsh language speakers.  

For further details or to 
book a place contact Duncan 
MacNeil on 0141 342 4119 
or Duncan@anlochran.com.  
These informal classes will 
take place at 7pm each evening 

Street. This will be the same 
time and venue for other Gaelic 
events on consecutive Tuesdays 
and Thursdays starting the 
same week.  

On Tuesdays, beginners can 
sample the language and learn 
some phrases and words in an 
informal setting. This time the 
contact is Sine MacLean, 0141 
339 2022, or sine@cnag.org.
uk. The Gaelic tasters will also 
give an introduction to Ulpan 
and then on the consecutive 
Thursday evenings Unit 1 
of the Ulpan course will be 
available free. To book and for 
further details telephone 01309 
690036 or shone@ulpan.co.uk. 

If you prefer to be less active 
and go for passive events 
there will be plenty of music 

to suit all tastes with a range 
of traditional music including 
Skerryvore, Karine Polwart 
and the Old Blind Dogs. I 
will provide dates and venues 
for these nearer the time but 
in the meantime if you want 
more information about the 
festival the website is www.
westendfestival.co.uk.

Duncan Chisholm
LAST week I gave details 
of the forthcoming Duncan 
Chisholm concert in St 
Andrew’s in the Square this 
coming Sunday May 15, an 
evening deserving of a full 
house.  

To hear this wonderful 

Henderson and Tony Byrne, in 
a beautiful venue contact www.
ticketsoup.com or telephone 
0844 4818898.

Diary dates
Thursday May 12: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Mary Gauthier.  
Sutherland Association AGM, 
Buff’s Club, 937 Dumbarton 
Road, 7.30pm.
Saturday May 14: Paisley 
and District Highlander’s 
Association ceilidh dance, 
Elderslie Village Hall, 7.30pm.
Sunday May 15: Duncan 
Chisholm, St Andrew’s in the 
Square -see above.
Tuesday May 17: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association 
AGM, Partick Burgh Hall, 
7pm. Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
AGM, Asbestos Group Rooms, 
Crown Avenue, Clydebank, 
7.30pm.
Wednesday May 18: Gaelic 
Quiz, Park Bar, 7.30pm.
Thursday May 19: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm.
Saturday May 21:
Tolbooth, Stirling, 8pm, 
Lau. Highlander’s Club 
dance, Partick Burgh Hall, 
8pm, Charlie Kirkpatrick’s 
Band. Scottish Pipe Band 
Championships, Levengrove 
Park, Dumbarton.
Sunday May 22: Fintry Music 
Festival -Michael Marra.

Pub scene
DODGY Ground will play 
in the Park Bar on Friday, 
Andrew MacDonald and his 
Ceilidh Band on Saturday and 
Martin Pottinger on Sunday 
while in the Islay Inn it will be 
Pneumatic Drills on Friday and 
Crooked Reel on Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Telephone: 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

Cathedral bunker 
could have been 
part of the British 
Resistance
Sir, 
I read with great interest the 
article on the newly-discovered 
bunker in St John’s Cathedral. 

That it was part of the support 
infrastructure of an Auxiliary 
Unit of the British Resistance is 
not an impossibility. 

The naval and air force base 
at Oban was of considerable 
strategic importance, lying at 
the southern extreme of the last 
bastion of defence in the event 
of invasion, the West Highland 
Defence Line. 

The extent of the threat of enemy 
intelligence gathering by the 
Abwehr was not underestimated. 

There had been a noticeable 
ingression to the area of 
individuals known to have pro-
fascist sympathies, in addition 
to the unusually high  number 
of young Germans, all likely 
members of the Hitler Youth, 
working in the resort’s hotels 
during 1937-39. 

Sir Oswald Mosley had several 
close contacts in the area and 
visited in 1939 along with his 
second wife, Diana Mitford. 

They worshipped at Barcaldine 
Church and he subsequently 

British Union of Fascists. 
Intelligence gathering was the 

Captain Stephenson, with 
premises at 9 Argyll Square. 

His staff had to investigate 
various alleged clandestine 
signalling activities directed out 
to sea, even deploying radio-
location vans from HMS Osprey 
at Campbeltown. 

One individual, in particular, 

intelligence activity, especially as 
his presence in the area coincided 
with the Luftwaffe raid on  a 
convoy off Oban on December 24 
1940, culminating in the sinking 
of the MV Breda which still lies 
in Ardmucknish Bay. 

Unity Mitford, it is well 
known, a close associate of 
Hitler, was permitted to reside 
on Inchkenneth Island after her 
failed suicide attempt in Munich 
in 1939, despite opposition from 
the Intelligence community.
Neil Owen, Longsdale Road, 
Oban.

Thanks
Sir,
I would like to thank all the 
people who voted for me in the 
Scottish Holyrood elections.  

I would also like to thank my 
opponents for a lively and robust 
contest. 

Finally I would like to 
congratulate Mike Russell on 
his win and wish him well in 
representing Argyll and Bute’s 
interests in Government.
Alison Hay, Minard, by 
Inveraray. 

Historic SNP     
result brings 
considerable
responsibility
Sir,

the scale of what was indeed an 
historic result for the SNP in the 
Scottish Parliamentary election.

The party swept everything put 
in front of it aside, delivering 69 

MSPs via an electoral system 
designed to prevent the SNP 
gaining an overall majority. 

Labour’s domination of 
Scottish politics, reaching over 
the past half century, has not just 
been broken but been smashed 
to smithereens, the Liberal 

the Northern Isles Party, with no 
constituencies held in mainland 
Scotland. 

The challenges, however, 
facing the SNP Government are 
immense, the biggest of these 
being the economic situation and 
the public sector cuts ahead. 

The party also needs to use the 
next few years in the run up to 
the independence referendum to 
demonstrate to individuals the 

in their everyday lives.
With an outright majority comes 

considerable power, but also 
considerable responsibility, and 
Alex Salmond’s pledge to govern 
with consensus and co-operation, 
as was done during the previous 
minority SNP administration, is 
to be greatly welcomed.
Alex Orr,  Edinburgh. 

Lib Dems need to 
listen carefully
Sir,
I would like to take the 
opportunity to thank people all 
over the Highlands who placed 
their trust in me in the Scottish 
Parliament elections last week. 

It means a lot to me, on what 
was a very tough night for the 
Scottish Liberal Democrats, 
that almost 10,000 people gave 
me their support - the largest Lib 
Dem vote in the country.

We didn’t win this time, but I 
hugely enjoyed the chance to meet 
and speak to so many people right 
across our area about the future 
of the Highlands.  

Ours is surely the most beautiful 
constituency in the country, as 
well as the largest. Whatever their 
politics, people everywhere gave 
me a warm welcome. It remains a 
privilege to have had the chance 
to seek to represent them.

As a party, Lib Dems need to 
listen carefully to what people 
have told us. 

I don’t believe we should walk 
away from the huge challenges of 
government at Westminster, but 
there are things we must do better 
to make the Liberal voice heard 
in the cabinet and in the country.  

The Highland mainland and 
Skye are without a Liberal voice 
in the Scottish Parliament for 

Highland liberalism is not so 
easily extinguished.  

It is not carried mainly by 
MPs, MSPs or by candidates, but 
by thousands of Highlanders who 
share our values and our belief in 
the freedom and dignity of every 
individual.

Russell Johnston said that, when 
standing at the foot of a mountain 
shrouded in mist, the only way 
to discover the rewards of the 
summit is to begin to climb. That 
is what we will do - today and in 
the months to come.
Allan MacRae, Scottish Liberal 
Democrat candidate, Skye 
Lochaber and Badenoch. 

Ordeal over but 
questions must 
now be asked
Sir, 
I wish to thank everyone who got 
in touch with me or The Oban 
Times to offer their good wishes 
following your article of May 5 

on my successful unfair dismissal 
claim against Argyll and Bute 
Council. 

I would also like to offer my 
heartfelt thanks to the many 
parents, pupils, former colleagues 
and others who offered their 
support and encouragement 
during my ordeal.

For me the main issue was 
always to clear myself of the 
ludicrous and unsubstantiated 
claims levelled against me.  

Many serious questions 
must now be asked as to why 
an organisation with clearly   
documented procedures on how to 
act on disciplinary and grievance 
procedures  deliberately ignored 
them. 

As stated in the article, I 
was represented by the charity 
‘Strathclyde Law Clinic’ as I 
could not afford the legal fees 
to take on the council. I have 
no doubt the council  believed 
I would never manage to get to 
court and have impartial ears 
hear my case. 

I would not wish anyone to 
go through what my family has 
suffered for the last three years 
and I also believe that those in 
charge of the welfare of children 
in Argyll and Bute should act 
with the highest integrity. That 
is why I will be getting a higher 
authority to look at this case and 
examine how some individuals 
have acted and how others have 
failed in their responsibilities. 
They can then decide if any 
should be facing disciplinary 
procedures. 

I would estimate the actions 
of certain council employees, in 
my case, have cost the council 
hundreds of thousands of pounds. 
At a time when so many council 
services, including education, 
are facing serious and harmful 
cuts, it is not only me who was a 
victim of the council’s actions but 
everyone in Argyll and Bute. 

Perhaps those council employees 
responsible for such a waste 
of public money and resources 
would like to do the honourable 
thing and pay the costs back 
into council  funds from their 
large salaries and pensions? An 
apology would also be nice.
Steve Letford, Lora View, 
North Connel.

Craignish            
world record    
dance attempt 
appeal
Sir, 
On August 7 this year, as part of 
Craignish Arts Festival, there is 
to be an attempt to get into the 
Guinness Book of World Records 
with the greatest number of 
people dancing ‘The Reel of the 
51st Highland Division’ at one 
time. 

In order to qualify, there will 
need to be at least 250 dancers, 
all of whom should know the 
dance, dancing for a minimum of 

popular one in Ardfern where the 
event will take place, so a large 
proportion of the community will 
be involved, but more dancers 
will be needed to ensure that the 
record is achieved. 

If anyone would like to participate 
the festival committee would 
be delighted to hear from them.
Please contact us via the website 
w w w.cra ig n isha r t sfes t iva l .
org.uk or by email jan@
craignishcommunitycompany.
org.uk 
Jan Brown, Craignish Village 
Hall, Ardfern, Lochgilphead.

What lies ahead?
THOUGH it probably came as little surprise to see the SNP 
candidate returned as MSP for Argyll and Bute, events elsewhere 
around the country were truly astonishing.

It may be a voting system designed to avoid majority rule, but the 
voters of Scotland threw a great big spanner in the works, return-
ing the SNP with a huge mandate.

How will the the weeks, months and years ahead under a major-
ity SNP government compare to the previous minority administra-
tion?

Tory majority rule and then the Labour governments which fol-
lowed was that the party in power ran roughshod over parliament,  
with scant attention to scrutiny.

Alex Salmond rightly earned praise for the way he embraced 

told he had little option.
While it may be easy - and tempting - to steamroller through 

legislation, as happened under UK majority rule at Westminster, 
it is to be hoped that the SNP governs with great care in these 

Piping success 
CONGRATULATIONS to Oban Pipe Band, which brought home 
silverware from the Gourock Highland Games.

tion the band played at in four years.
Modest Pipe Major Euan Dewar reckons there is more to come 

from the band, so the oppositon had better look out.
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Local
Producers
Market

Thursday 19th May
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO

Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

Thursday night > Ceilidh Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 9pm - 11pm

Saturday night > Club Night with DJ’s
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 11pm – 2am

Thursday 12 May > Finn
Markie Dans

Friday 13 May > Friday 13th Party
Markie Dans with Wonderland

Saturday 14 May > TNT
Markie Dans

Wednesday 18 May > Lau in Concert 7pm
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Saturday 21 May > The Democrats + DJ’s
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Saturday 2 July > Declan Nerney & Band
Argyllshire Gathering Halls, Oban

St Orans & Dunbeg Church
GRAND SUMMER FETE

Achnacloich House, Connel
10am to 4pm

Saturday 14th May
Vintage & Classic Cars - Oban Diecast Model Club

Variety of stalls Demonstrations
Pony Rides, Entertainment, Karate Demo

Teas & Coffees, Lunches & BBQ

Crear Concerts 
Kilberry, by Tarbert

Karen Matheson & guests
7.30pm Wednesday 18 May 2011

Brendan Power, Ed Boyd, 
James Grant, Donald Shaw 

and Ewen Vernal
Friends of Crear season ticket: £65

Advance tickets only: £22 
Under 18’s free

Buffet supper: £15
T: 01880 770 369 E concerts@crear.co.uk

W: www.crear.co.uk
Scottish charity SC038726

Friends of Oban Hospice
Nearly New Shop

May 14 &15 2011
10am - 4pm

Benderloch Equestrian Centre
Clothes - Books - Toys 

- Furniture - 
Teas and Coffee/ Home 

Baking
Something for Everyone

Please visit

Sounding the Stones
Music and storytelling at Temple Wood
 Sunday May 15th 5.30pm

Bob Pegg will lead the quest
to discover the Giant’s Heart

Booking is not required for this FREE event
Saturday May 14th – make & learn to play bullroarers then 
participate in Sunday’s performance – booking essential.

www.kilmartin.org or call 01546 510278

Festival of Museums 
at Auchindrain

Saturday May 14th 2011
‘Return to the Sheilings’

Catch a glimpse and learn about daily life as it would have 
been hundreds of years ago up at the hill grazings

10.30am - 12.00pm:
Free tour of sheiling site

Gaelic song and story provided by the
Inverclyde Waulking Group

Transport available but booking essential!

2pm - 4.30pm: Auchindrain
Gaelic Song, Spinning and butter making demonstrations

Normal  admission prices will apply to Museum

For all enquiries and to book your place on the tour
Please contact Julia or Kate on 01546 510278

Oban and Lorn Lions

Car boot/Fun day
Corrachie Clematis Nursery

Crunachy, Taynuilt
Sunday May 15, 2011

11am - 3.30pm
Book your space ring 

07917665103

SWRI Lorn Group
RALLY

Saturday 14th May
Church Centre

Glencruitten Road, Oban
2.00pm

Prize Giving 3.30pm
Admission £2.00

Including tea/coffee

OBAN BACH CHOIR 
AND ORCHESTRA
Concert of music by 
Boyce and Handel

Saturday 14th May
At 7.30pm

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Seat with programme 

(obtainable at the door) 
£7.00, concessions £5.50

Oban and Lorn 
Horticultural Society 

Rhododendron Show
Glencruitten Road, 

Church Centre
Saturday 21st May 2011

Open to public from 12 noon
Teas, coffees and home 

baking available
Plants for sale

Proceeds in aid of charity

Eilean Eisdeal turn up the 
heat with the 

BUDAPEST CAFE 
ORCHESTRA

powerful gypsy-based Eastern 
European music from this 5 piece 

band of international stars
Easdale Island Community Hall

FRIDAY 20th May 
Start time 8.30 (doors open 7.30)

Tickets £8/£6 under 16s free
11p.m. ferry

www.easdaleislandhall.org

Comunn Gàidhealach 
an Òbain

Local Interest Evening 
(In English)

Place Names 
Malcolm Black 

Free Church Hall
Friday, 13th  May, 2011 

– 7.30 p.m.

APPIN HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY

Golden Eagles:
Kat Jones, SNH

14 May 2011
Port Appin Hall 2.30pm 

All welcome!
www.appinhistoricalsociety.

co.uk
Scottish Charity No. SCO29411

SPRING BEACH 
CLEAN-UP

Ganavan Sands
Sunday 15th May

11.00am
Children must be 

accompanied by an adult
For more information contact 

Caroline Askew on 01631 569188

Garden Open Day
Craig Lodge, Dalmally

Sunday 15th May
1-4pm

Cream teas, plant/art sales, 
family fun

All proceeds to 
Mary’s Meals

T:01838200216  
E: mail@craiglodge.org

Review
BOOK

AN UNSUITABLE DAY FOR A MURDER
by Catriona McPherson.
A novel set at the turn of the last century this 
period mystery is particularly well written 
and composed.
Refreshingly the drama is set in Scotland 

where Dandy  (Dandelion) Gilver a wife and 
mother of the middle classes comes across a murder con-
nected to two warring department stores.
A book in a series of cases for the warm and witty Dandy it 
is a pleasure to read.

THE BRITISH CONFEDERATE: ARCHIBALD 
CAMPBELL, MARQUESS OF ARGYLL C, 1607 - 1661
by Allan I. MacInnes
This book is sourced from the public and private 
archive sources to look at the life of the Marquess 
of Argyll.
As Clan Chief, Scottish Magnate and influential 
British Statesman make the Marquis a worthy sub-
ject of this well-researched and sourced narrative 
of a life of that to equal Oliver Cromwell.
This book reviews Argyll’s formative influence in shaping British 
frontier policy during the period during the period 1607-1638 and 
his radical, financially creative and highly partial leadership of the 
Covenanting Movement in Scotland when they directed the political 
agenda in Scotland.

FINDING MERLIN: THE TRUTH BEHIND THE LEGEND
by Adam Ardrey
Finding Merlin uncovers new evidence and 
re-examines the old. The places where Merlin 
was born, lived and died and was buried are 
indentified, as are the people surrounding him o 
his nemeses the fanatic Munfao and his friend the 
hero Arthur.
Ardrey argues that the Merlin, the wizard of 
Camelot, is not as believed until now an English-
man but Scottish.
Bringing to life Medieval life Ardrey uncovers 
documents suppressed or altered by Christian writers including 
references to his sister Languoreth – this is a ambitious book that 
does not fail to deliver.

INVISIBLE FIENDS
Barry Hutchison
Invisible Fiends has been described as Harry 
Potter meets Nightmare on Elm Street.
The second book in a series of six sees Billy’s 
childhood friend Raggy Maggie make a return, 
Billy is the hardest kid in school and a horrible 
bully at a schools. So Kyle could almost find it funny that his child-
hood invisible friend was a dog called Raggy Maggie.
Almost, but not quite, because now Raggy Maggie is back and she 
wants Kyle to play a game. The game is very simple find out where 
she is hidden or die.

Glencripesdale
Luxury Boat

33 Foot Rodman 900
Days charter to the Islands

From Glenborrodale Ardnamurchan
Telephone 01967 431390

A Fundraising
Soup Lunch

In aid of
Oban Pipe Band

Will be held
Oban Pipe Band Hall

Shore Street
Saturday 14th May

From 12 noon – 2.00pm
Admission: £3
All Welcome

DESIGN A BRA
For Energie’s MoonWalk 

Charity
Team!

Oban’s Energie Fitness centre has entered a team into the Edinburgh 
MoonWalk. The event is organised by breast cancer charity Walk the 

Walk and will be held on Saturday, June 11 at Inverleith Park.  
12,000 women and men will take part in the power walking event, 

which this year has a ‘Moulin Rouge’ theme, in honour of the wonderful 

pink tent. With everyone wearing decorated bras, the trademark of 

the charity, Inverleith Park will be transformed by a plethora of corsets, 

feathers and sequins as walkers unite against breast cancer and 

embark upon this awe-inspiring midnight challenge.

The Oban team, named Energie’s Fit Feet, will take part in The Full 

Moon walk (26.2 miles) at midnight, walking through the streets of 

Edinburgh in their bras. 

To help the team raise money for the cause visit 

www.walkthewalkfundraising.org, click on Sponsor a Walker and search 

for Energie’s Fit Feet.  Entries to the Half Marathon are still open, to register 

or to fi nd out more visit www.walkthewalk.org or call 01483 741430. 

COMPETITION
The team needs your help!  They are looking for ideas on how to decorate their 
bras in the style of this year’s MoonWalk theme, Moulin Rouge.  Readers of 
The Oban Times are being asked to send in a drawing or a photograph of a 
decorated bra.  The person with the most fabulous design, which will be cho-
sen and replicated by the Energie Fitness MoonWalk team, will win a six week 
Empower Programme at Energie Fitness, one year’s subscription to The Oban 
Times and a lunch at Julie’s Coff ee House, Oban.
To enter, send your drawing or photograph along with your name, address and 
telephone number to The Oban Times Competition, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB by 5pm Monday, May 23.
The prize is as stated.  No cash alternative. Entries will be judged by the Energie Fitness team.  Designs entered into this competi-

tion cannot be returned to the entrant.  Over 18s only.  The winner’s name may be printed in The Oban Times and the winner may 

be asked to take part in publicity.  Any entrant hereby agrees that Wyvex Media has permission to use their artwork and design 

within their publications and Wyvex Media websites.   
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A PERFORMANCE at Glastonbury Music 
Festival, a seven-month UK tour and a 
musical commission for the London Olympics 

but although the area has inspired much of his 

band will also play in Tobermory’s An Tobar 

traditional music exports, shot to prominence 
with Blazin’ Fiddles before forming Lau with 
guitarist Chris Drever and accordion player 

have won best group at the BBC Radio Two 

– 2010), as well as Best Live Act at the Scottish 

Aidan said: ‘Lau have played in Easdale 
and Tobermory but never in Oban, which is a 

observer of the live music scene in Oban 
and has noticed a shift in the area’s musical 

Ceilidh House are putting on exciting bands 

‘People are becoming disillusioned with 
manufactured music and auto-tuning and I 

‘More and more young people are going to 

Oban has also inspired a very different 
musical creation for Aidan, a commission 
piece for the 2012 Olympic Games in 

Aidan, who is representing arts centre 

An Tobar, on Mull for the project, has been 
selected as one of 20 musicians from around 
the UK to write a 12-minute piece of music 

‘Gordon MacLean and I from An Tobar 

‘We thought about what the games mean 
and, for us, it was bringing the world together 

Then Aidan remembered being told 

Gallanach in Oban to Newfoundland in 

‘The thought that this cable connected one 
lump of land to another thousands of miles 

Inspired by the top secret project, Aidan 

Ian and Morag Bruce, of Linlithgow, are regular visitors to both Oban and the Kranenburg Fine Art 
Gallery, so it was no surprise to fi nd them at the opening of the latest exhibition, Small Paintings, by 
various artists. Among those exhibiting are John Lowrie Morrison, Pam Carter, Frank Colclough and 
Helen Turner. Ian and Morag are pictured admiring the work of Ronnie Ford, who has nine pieces on 

show. The exhibition continues until May 28. 07_t19artshow01

Local band Russian Ninjas 
wowed the audience at the Rock 

the Fort music festival during 
the Scottish Six Days Trial in 

Lochaber last week. 
The new music event in the 

SSDT marquee in Fort William’s 
West End car park proved a big 

hit with fans and riders. 
The festival also saw fringe 
gigs held at various venues 

in the town over the six days. 
20_f19ninjas01

Lau will play in Oban and Tobermory as part of a Scottish tour.

‘Small Paintings’ exhibition opens at Kranenburg

Sorley MacLean: 100 years since 
his birth on Raasay.

Gaelic poet Sorley MacLean will be 
celebrated at a three-day event on 

anniversary of the bard’s birth on 

Ainmeil Thar Cheudan (Renowned 
over Hundreds), at Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig, the National Centre for 
Gaelic Language and Culture near 
Armadale, will honour MacLean’s 

Celebrations will open on June 
15 with a night of music and poetry 

who will be joined by distinguished 
Gaelic poet and songwriter Aonghas 
MacNeacail and the pupils of Sgoil 

During the following two days, 
an array of academics, poets, 
musicians, artists, and people simply 
with an interest in the literature, 
culture and identity of Scotland, 
will participate in discussions, 

Contributions on the life and 

Professor Douglas Gifford from 

Professor Máire Ní Annracháin 
from University College Dublin and 

Scottish writer and poet Christopher 

The event will feature a number of 

the acclaimed exhibition, Uinneag 
dhan Àrd an Iar – (Windows 
to the West). A screening of the 

Somhairle 
MacGill-Eain: A Bhàrdachd agus A 
Shealladh Hallaig: the poetry and 
landscape of Sorley MacLean) will 

chance to visit Raasay, on Saturday, 

Dualchas Ratharsair, the Raasay 

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig principal 
Professor Boyd Robertson said: 
‘This will not only be a meeting of 
scholarly minds, but a gathering of 
poets, musicians, artists and others 
from across the globe who have 

Writer in residence at Sabhal Mòr, 
Rody Gorman, said: ‘A language is 
nothing without people, and indeed, 

‘Sorley MacLean is without doubt 
the most important poet, and perhaps 
the most important person, in the 

‘He created worldwide interest in 

This celebratory event at Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig allows us, in a very 
small way, to honour him and his 

More information on the event, 
which is being co-hosted by the 
Scottish Centre for Island Studies at 
the University of West Scotland, is 

Local band wows 
crowds at Trial

Oban inspires successful Argyll musician 
to create piece of music for Olympics

Skye honours the 
life and work of 
great Gaelic poet
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COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

GRAZING 
FOR LET

Achnashelloch 
Farm

For more details 
telephone 

01546 605273

SILAGE 
BALES 

FOR SALE
Telephone 07768 

846612 (Oban area)

Tiree                   
United Auctions

Bullocks
LimousinX: £875, £800(2) & 

£795(2) Clachan, £780 13 Moss, 
£775(2) Clachan, £750(3) 13 
Moss, £690(2) Clachan.

SimmentalX: £755, 745(2), £655 
& £645(2) 7 Balinoe.

Heifers
Aberdeen AngusX: £620 

Carnan.
Blonde d’AquitaineX: £750 6 

Barrapol, £650, £625 & £590 
Heylipol Farm.

CharolaisX: £650 & £625 
Heylipol Farm.

LimousinX: £665 6 Barrapol, 
£625 Heylipol Farm.

SimmentalX: £655 7 Balinoe, 
£640 & £590 Heylipol Farm.

Sheep
Hoggs
SuffolkX: £106.50 Braeside.
TexelX: £108.50 7 Balinoe.
BeltexX: £121.50, £117.50 & 

£101.50 Drumaglea. 
Rams
TexelX: £127.50 1 Kilkenneth.
CheviotX: £121.50 & £103.50 

Vaul.
Gimmers
SuffolkX: £142.50 4 Kilken-

neth.

TexelX: £112.50 2 Kilkenneth.
Wedders
TexelX: £128.50 4 Kilkenneth, 

£126.50 Ardmay.
CheviotX: £122.50 Vaul.
Ewes
TexelX: £117.50 Ardmay.
CheviotX: £112.50 Vaul.
Cross: £111.50 4 Heanish, 

£109.50 36 Balephetrish.
Beltex: £136.50 & £118.50 

Heylipol Farm.

Oban
Caledonian Marts 
(Stirling) Ltd

Bullocks: 0-250kgs – £565 
Inshaig, 231p Inshaig; 

251-300kgs – £670 Ardachy, 
225p Fidden; 

301-350kgs – £740 Ardachy, 
223p Ardachy; 

351-400kgs – £805 Inion, 214p 
Tyree; 

401-450kgs – £750 Slaterich, 
183p Slaterich; 

501-550kgs – £820 Achnacone, 
153p Achnacone.

Heifers:  0-250kgs – £430 
Claid, 190p Aird; 

251-300kgs – £605 Fidden, 
202p Fidden; 

301-350kgs – £680 Achnaba, 
206p Achnaba and Ardfenaig; 

351-400kgs – £800 Tyree, 211p 
Tyree.

Bulls: 
0-250kgs – £380 Kengharair, 

169p Kengharair; 
251-300kgs – £430 Lee, 146p 

Lee.
Sheep: 
Ewes 
Texel - £108 Barcaldine Home 

Farm; 
Mule - £104 Achavaich; 
Cross - £101 Culbhuirg; 
Chev - £100 Achnacone & 

Tyree; 
Suff - £97 Poltalloch; 
Grey Face - £115 Homestead.
Hoggets – 
Pure - £113 Ardnacross; 
Texel - £110 Achnacone; 
Suffolk - £109 Ardshellach; 
Cheviot - £107 Kinlochlaich; 
Mule - £89 Lagganulva; 
Cross - £85 Poltalloch; 
Blackface - £88 No.7 Calgary 

Croft;

Dalmally           
United Auctions

Bullocks
Aberdeen AngusX: £520  

Machrins Farm, Colonsay.
British BlueX: £885 & £555 

Craigentaggart.
CharolaisX: £815(3), £765(5), 

£715(3), £650(3) & £600 
Auchlyne Farm.

LimousinX: £855(4) Tiraghoil, 
Mull, £820(2) & £815(2) 
Croftintygan, £805 Tiraghoil, 
Mull, £800(2) & £785(2) 
Croftintygan, £785(2) Benlawers 
Farm, £780(3) Croftintygan, 
£765 Knock-Dhu, £760(6) & 
£745(2) Tiraghoil, Mull, £735 
Knock-Dhu, £730 Croftintygan, 
£715 Benlawers Farm, £710(6) & 
£705(3) Tiraghoil, Mull, £705(3) 
Garraron & Melfort Farms, £695 
& £665 Knock-Dhu, £665 Arda-
chuple, £660 Tullochcan, £655 
Ardslignish, £635(3) Tiraghoil, 
£630 Dall, £625 Tiraghoil(2), 
Dunans(2) & Garraron & Melfort 
Farms(7), £615(5) Tiraghoil, 
Mull, £605 Tullochcan, £600 
Balliemeanoch Farm.

SalersX: £645 & £600 
Balliemeanoch Farm.

SimmentalX: £800 Tiraghoil, 
Mull, £765 Dunans, £745 

Duallin, £675 Pitcastle Estate 
£660(5) Keilator, £655 Tiraghoil 

Farm, £630 Dall & Duncroisk(3), 
625(2) Duallin, £610(3) Keilator, 
£605 Duncroisk(3) & Duallin.

Heifers
British BlueX: £665(3), £635(2), 

£615, £595 Craigentaggart Farm.

CharolaisX: £685(6) & £675 
Auchlyne Farm.

LimousinX: £745 Balliemean-
och(2) & Tiraghoil(4), £735 
Tiraghoil, Mull, £725 Duncroisk, 
£705 Benlawers Farm, £690(2) 
Tiraghoil, £685 Garraron & 
Melfort, £670 Dunans, £650(5), 
£635(2) & £630  Tiraghoil Farm, 
£600(3) Benlawers Farm.

SalersX: £745, £675(2) & £595 
Balliemeanoch Farm.

SimmentalX: £725 Keilator 
Farm & Ardentraive, £700(2) 
Tiraghoil Farm, £665 Arden-
traive, £645(2) Balliemeanoch 
Farm, £625(2) Ardentraive, 
£620(2) Blarghour Farm.

Prices per kilo
Bullocks
Aberdeen AngusX: 215p 

Machrins Farm.
British BlueX: 200p Craigen-

taggart Farm.
CharolaisX: 210p Auchlyne 

Farm, 206p Tullochmhor, 
203p(3), 200p(5) & 199p(3) 
Auchlyne Farm.

LimousinX: 222p(2) Tiraghoil 
Farm, Mull, 221p Tullochcan 
Farm, 214p(3) & 213p(7) 
Garraron & Melfort Farms, 
212p(2) Tiraghoil Farm, 211p 
High Balantyre & Tullochcan(2), 
209p Morenish Farm & Garraron 
& Melfort(3), 208p(6), 207p(5), 

206p(3), 204p(6), 203p(4) & 
202p Tiraghoil Farm, Mull, 
200p Benlawers Farm, 199p 
Tullochcan.

SalersX: 203p(2) Tullochmhor 
Farm. 

ShetlandX: 200p Keilator Farm.
SimmentalX: 224p(5) Keilator 

Farm, 218p(3) Ardentraive Farm, 
212p Tiraghoil Farm, 203p 
Keilator Farm(3) & Ardentraive, 
200p Duncroisk(3) & Keilator 
Farm(2).

Heifers
Aberdeen AngusX: 190p(2) 

High Balantyre Farm.
LimousinX: 226p(2) Ballie-

meanoch Farm, 203p, 200p(4) & 
198p(5) – Tiraghoil Farm, Mull.

SalersX: 226p Balliemeanoch 
Farm.

ShetlandX: 215p Keilator Farm.
SimmentalX: 234p, 215p & 

203p(2) Keilator Farm.
Incalf cow: £900 – Ardslignish.
Hoggs
SuffolkX: £68.50 Bonawe 

Croft.
TexelX: £88.50 Cladich Farm.
Mule: £73.50 Couston Farm Co.
Blackface: £85.50 Couston 

Farm Co, £82.50 Glenstrae 
Farmers, £77.50 6 Leanish, 
Barra, £71.50 Achanelid Farm.

Ewes: £93.50 Bonawe Home 
Farm, £86.50 Bonawe Croft.

MART PRICES

UNITED Auctions held their 
annual second spring sale at 
Dalmally Auction Mart, when 
there was a catalogued entry of 
390 Cattle and 180 Sheep of all 
classes.  

Bullocks sold to average £632 
per head or 193pence per kilo, 
whilst Heifers averaged £537 per 
head or 186pence per kilo.  

Belgian Blue Cross Bullocks 
from Craigentaggart sold to £885 
whilst Keillator sold Bullocks to 
224pence per kilo.  

Limousin and Saler heifers 
from Balliemeanoch sold to £745 
per head and Keillator led the 
way with Heifers at 234 pence 
per kilo.  

Overall, a good offering of 

and to a strong force of buyers.

UNITED Auctions sold 4,064 
prime sheep at their sale in 
Stirling last Thursday, includ-
ing 99 spring lambs averaging 
259p (-25p) and 3,100 hoggs, 
averaging 230.8p/kh (12.8p) 
and 865 ewes and rams.

Texel lambs from Mains of 
Cowie sold to £130, Suffolks 
from Hillocks of Rattray sold 
to £128 while Beltex from 
Gillbank sold to £100.

Beltex hoggs from 
Luckenburn sold to £125, with 

Cheviots from Kinaldy reach-
ing £120. Mid Lodge’s Texels 
sold to £117.50, Suffolks from 
Airthrey Kerse to £115 and 
Blackfaces from Dalchirla to 
£108.

Easter Bucklyvie sold ewes 

and rams at £132.50, with 
Texels from Wester Balgair 
reaching £131. Cheviots 
from Ayton sold to £116.50, 
Bankhead’s Crosses £107.50, 
Moredun’s Mules £103.50, 
Upper Auchenlay’s Charollais 

£97.50, Gribloch’s Blackfaces 
£83.50 and Wester Greenside’s 
Jacobs £65.50.

Texel rams from Balnaguard 
sold to £132.50, with Guard-
swell’s Suffolks reaching 
£124.

Texel lambs sell to £130 at Stirling sale of prime sheep

Buyers out in    
force at Dalmally

UNITED Auctions held their 
second spring sale of all classes’ 
cattle at Tiree Auction Mart, 
with a good offering of grazing 

£875 per head for Limousin 
Bullocks from Clachan. 

Limousin Bullocks from 8 
Cornaigbeg sold to 207pence 
per kilo whilst Limousin Heifers 
from Heylipol Farm sold to 
204pence. 

All classes of sheep sold at 
enhanced values with cast ewes 
from Heylipol Farm selling 
to £136, cast gimmers from 8 
Kilkenneth to £142.50 and hoggs 
from Drumaglea to £121.

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) 

young bulls, plus 649 store 
hoggets and feeding ewes at 
Oban last Tuesday when trade 
for bullocks and heifers rose by 
an average of 22p per kilo.

Bullocks averaged 191p (+21p) 
and sold to 231p per kg for a 
245kg Limousin from Inshaig, 
Cuil Bay, Appin and £820 
for a 530kg Simmental from 
Achnacone, Appin.

Heifers averaged 185p (+23p) 
and sold to 211p per kg and 
£800 for a 380kg Limousin from 
Tyree, Benderloch.

Bulls averaged 139p (-6p) 
and sold to 177p per kg for a 
225kg Limousin from Penmore, 
Dervaig and £470 for a 260kg 
Limousin from Penmore, 
Dervaig.

Suffolk hoggs from 
Adrshellach, Armaddy sold 
to £114 to average at £69.53 
(+£6.51 on the last sale), while 
ewes sold to £118 for Suffolks 
from Barcaldine Home Farm to 
average at £64.30 (+£8.30 on the 
last sale).

Value in sheep at 
Tiree spring sale

Bullocks and heifer 
prices up 22p per 
kilo at Oban sale

ENTRIES to this year’s Royal 
Highland Show are already ap-
proaching the 5,000 mark, with 
more than a month to go before 
the event.

So far, scores of cattle, sheep, 
goats and horses have been 
registered, with poultry, show-
jumping and other livestock 

Organisers believe the Royal 
Bank of Scotland sponsored 
event, on June 23-26, could be 
one of the best yet.

Show manager, David Dun-

British livestock breeding. 
‘For exhibitors there is great 

prestige in winning a Royal 
Highland prize ticket and for 
visitors there is all the drama and 
spectacle of the judging process 
and the grand parades of prize-

winners. 
‘We are grateful to all our 

exhibitors for supporting the 
show and we wish them every 
success.’

Sheep will boast the largest 
section at this year’s show, with 
more than 1,700 entries lodged.  

Huge entry
Among the 24 breed classes, 

there is a huge entry of 240 
texels and 201 beltex sheep. 
Shetlend and Suffolks also have 

101 respectively.  
A new section for north of Eng-

land mules attracted 39 entries.
The light horse section has 

also proved popular, with 1,576 
entered. Top section is mountain 
and moorland ponies under sad-
dle at 172, closely followed by 
hunters under saddle at 153 and 
coloured horses at 152.

Nearly 1,000 beef cattle have 
been entered, with Aberdeen 
Angus leading the way on 124. 
Highland cattle come next with 
115 then British Limousin with 
113. A total of 131 dairy cattle 
have been entered.

Food hall
Held in Edinburgh, the show 

will once again feature a re-
newables exhibition, following 
on from last year’s interest, 
while the fruits of the country’s 
farmers will be on offer at the 
food hall, with more than 100 
exhibitors and samples abound, 
there’s plenty to tempt you.

As usual, there will be a 
plethora of stalls, exhibitions 
and entertainment for all the 
family, while the event is once 
again expected to contribute 
around £100million to the Scot-
tish economy.  

Number of entries 
to Highland Show 
approaches 5,000

 FARMING
NFUS seeks urgent talks  
over Rural Priorities Scheme
UPCOMING applications to the Rural Priorities 
Scheme will be restricted to environmental projects 
and not considered until the end of September, 
prompting concern from NFU Scotland.

The union, known as NFUS, says it fears there 
will be no further assessment committees later in 
the year, something they say could be a blow to any 
Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (NVZs) that may require 
support to meet rules on slurry storage by the end 
of the year.

with the new administration as a matter of priority 
following the Scottish Parliamentary elections.

Jonnie Hall, head of rural policy at NFUS, said: 

‘While we have been aware for some time that 
the forthcoming Rural Priorities round would 
be restricted to environmental applications, the 
announcement that these projects would not be 
considered until the end of September throws into 
doubt the timetable for further rounds. 

‘The Scottish Government has indicated it will 
announce the timing of the next assessment com-
mittees for business development rural enterprise 
and rural communities projects as soon as possible.  
However, we cannot assume that there will be 
further rounds this year, and so there may be no op-
portunity for those businesses looking to develop 
capital investments proposals.’

THE SCOTTISH Environmental Protection 

may face prosecution if they do not clear their sites 
of debris or waste materials.

waste after his site was destroyed by a severe storm 
in 2005.

The site, on Loch Moreef, had been left with the 
remains of metal cages, rope, nets, polystyrene 
blocks, pumps, waste feed and plastic bags. Both 
SEPA and Western Isles Council had received com-

plaints from the public and had issued warnings to 
the owner prior to the court action at Lochmaddy 
Sheriff Court in March.

was disappointing that it took so long to remove the 
waste from the loch.

must take responsibility for the impact that aban-
doned cages have on the environment and must 
take prompt action to remove these to avoid further 
environmental impact if the cages are broken up by 
the action of the weather.’

Rusting barge is 
‘a vital cog’ in 
thriving business 

North West Marine’s barge has attracted plenty of criticism for its 
appearance and the director of the company says he is prepared to 

discuss moving it - if the cost of doing so can be met. 07_t19barge1

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

THE OWNER of a rusting barge 
off Oban’s Corran Esplanade 
says he will consider moving or 
repainting it – if someone asks 
him to.

Tony Ratcliffe is managing 
director of North West Marine, 
which uses the barge for tempo-
rary storage when docking space 
in Oban’s harbour is unavailable.

While criticism of the rusting 
moored platform has been rife 
amongst locals and tourists alike, 
he says no individual has come to 
him with a complaint.

In fact, the only request he 
received to move it came from 
Argyll and Bute Council last 
year, and despite responding he 
hasn’t heard back since.

Mr Ratcliffe said: ‘If someone 

has a problem with the barge 
they should come and speak to 
me about it, not complain behind 
my back. I’m quite happy to 
discuss it.

‘The council asked me to move 
it last year. I wrote back to them 
and said I would if they would 
pay the costs of moving it. 

‘They never got back to me; 

didn’t even acknowledge my 
response. Cost would be an issue 
because, if I did move it, I don’t 
know where I’d be moving it 
to.  It would probably cost a few 
thousand pounds.

‘I think Oban has to remember 
this is a working harbour as well 
as a tourist destination.  A lot of 
work goes on there and I employ Tiree turbine generates £9,300 for community

16 people here.’
Mr Ratcliffe reminded critics 

that not only has he got permis-
sion for it, but that it is a vital cog 
in his thriving business in what 
remains a working commercial 
port.

‘The barge saves us tens of thou-
sands of pounds a year.  Oban has 
fairly poor marine facilities and 
you can’t always get ashore if the 
berths are occupied, for example.   
From time to time, you have to 
use the barge as interim storage 
so we can get on with our work. 
It saves us tens of thousands of 
pounds a year.

‘But I’m quite happy to look at 
relocating or repainting it as long 
as people are aware that there is 
a cost.’

If you would like to discuss the 
barge with Mr Ratcliffe, write to 
North West Marine, 7e Glengal-
lon Road, Oban, PA34 4HG.

The sound of birdsong and chicks will become familiar to visitors of Oban’s sensory garden thanks to the eff orts of Dunbeg Primary 
School pupils. Under the watchful eye of woodworker Alan Hill, the pupils built a bird table and two bird boxes for the garden. The 

youngsters had previously made tables and boxes for their school, Eleanor MacKinnon, from the sensory garden committee, said the 
school had been longstanding supporters. ‘Before the garden was built, the school used to come along with tubs. We have worked with 
the school for a number of years. Pupils Ewan Guild, Bronwyn Jeff ery and Keira MacIntyre along with Alan Hill hand over the bird boxes 

and table to Mairi Scott and Stuart Brooks at the sensory garden. 08_t19sensory01

Young carpenters’ gifts for garden

TIREE’S wind turbine, Tilley, 
has helped generate a health 
windfall for 14 commu-
nity groups, with grants totalling 
£9,322 awarded.

The funding pot grew far 
quicker than anyone on the island 
expected, delighting the direc-
tors of the Tiree Community 
Development Trust, who were 
able to satisfy more groups than 
they had otherwise anticipated.

Each of the groups who applied 
for funding had to go through a 
rigorous review process and were 

sustainability value for money, 

of the island and strengthening 
cultural heritage.

Five groups received £1,000 
each: the Tiree Piping Society, 
to bring a tutor to the island 12 
times a year; Tiree Beavers, 
to establish a Scout group for 
children aged 5-8; Tiree Tod-
dlers for soft play equipment; 
Tiree Tapestry, to create a textile 
record of Tiree’s heritage; and 

purchase play equipment.
Trust manager, Ann Kirby, 

said: ‘The Tiree Trust directors 
are delighted to announce that 14 

‘The money for these grants 

comes from Tilley, our commu-

great mix of projects and activi-
ties across Tiree. 

‘We wish all the recipients 
every success and there will be 
an update on the projects at a 
special open evening later in the 
year. 

‘We hope to open the second 
round of applications later this 
year.’

Also receiving funding were: 
Sticky Kids, £65 for children’s 
play pen; The Crab Shack, £350 
for table and chairs; Football 
Coaching, £270 for t-shirts and 
fold away goals; Zumba, £350 
for a portable sound system 

to be used with other groups; 
Tiree Maritime Trust, £674 for 
two containers for boat building 
and maintenance; TRD Wi-Fi 
Point, £731 to set up a card pay-
ment service and buy two new 
computers; Feis Thiriodh, £500 
to publish a song booklet of 20 
Tiree traditional songs; Tourist 
Information Point, £882 to 
provide a welcome and informa-
tion service; and An Talla £500 
towards ‘Deck the Hall’ and new 
chair covers.

All the groups receiving fund-
ing have been asked to publicise 
the support they are receiving 
and to display a special Tilley 
logo.

Oban set to welcome 
visitors from the east
A SUMMER train service 
between Edinburgh and Oban 
will hit the rails for the summer 
on June 26, continuing until the 
end of August

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
transport spokesperson, 
Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, 
said: ‘We are delighted more 
people from the east of Scotland 
will be able to enjoy the trip to 
Oban as it’s truly worth a visit. 

‘There are panoramic views 
to take in from McCaig’s Tower 
above Oban, the distillery is 
right in the centre of the town 
and there are several great 
places to sample the local 
seafood.

‘Oban itself is one of Scot-
land’s most attractive seaside 
towns and the train journey will 
allow visitors to see spectacular 
scenery on the way here.’

Crofting Federation 
aims to win Co-op cash
THE SCOTTISH Crofting 
Federation (SCF) is 
campaigning for support to help 
launch a new young crofters 
initiative.

SCF is hoping to win 
cash from the Co-operative 
supermarket’s Join the 
Revolution funding scheme, but 
require votes from the public to 
win the £5,000 up for grabs.

The Young Crofters initiative 

would help those aged between 
18-40 in running or taking over 
a croft. 

If successful, the money will 
go towards an action plan and 
inviting young crofters to the 
SCF’s annual gathering in 
October.

To vote for the project, visit 
www.co-operative.coop/join-
the-revolution/scottish-crofting-
federation. 
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Blast at Banavie Quarry-
12 noon on 

Wednesday 18 May 2011

The Scottish Salmon Company is a leading independent producer of high quality 
Scottish Salmon. We are committed to high standards of animal welfare, sustainable 

operations and promoting a responsible environmental policy.

We are currently recruiting for the following 
located at our Marine Site on the Island of Mull:

Marine Operatives - 3 Posts (Ref MO/SM/11/05-A)
(Salary £15,965 to £19,570 per annum dependant on experience)

The ideal candidates will be enthusiastic, self-motivated, have good communication 
skills and be able to demonstrate prior experience of working within a small, focused 
team in a constantly changing and challenging environment.  Previous aquaculture 
and boat handling experience is desirable but not essential as the company will also 
offer further development opportunities through its in-house training and also through 
external providers.

Working hours are normally 40hrs per week Monday to Friday, with weekend working 
required on a rota basis.  Overtime is paid at enhanced rates. 

A full, clean driving licence is also essential for these positions. 

Any previous applicants need not apply.

In return, the Company offers a comprehensive pay and benefits package including 
entry into the Company Pension Scheme after the qualifying period. 

For an application form and job description, please contact:
HR Department, Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH.  
Tel. No. 01499 600 435 
Email: cairndowhr@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: 5.00pm Friday, 27th May, 2011 
Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 
disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in 

respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

11/01011/FUL

11/01012/FUL

11/01014/FUL

11/01015/FUL

11/01020/FUL

11/01375/FUL

11/01425/FUL

11/01429/FUL

11/01430/LBC

11/01503/FUL

Development Address

West Bay Car Park
Mallaig

40m West of Corran Public 
Toilets
Onich
Fort William

Land 50m NW of Jetty 
Ardgour

Layby off A82 
600m North of Letterfinlay 
Lodge Hotel
Letterfinlay
Spean Bridge

Boathouse & Jetty
Pier Road
Kilchoan

Rudh Na Magach
Tulloch
Roy Bridge
PH31 4AR

5 Forestry Houses
Torlundy
Fort William
PH33 6SW

Land North of Curling Pond
Nevis Bridge
Glen Nevis
Fort William

Ardtornish Estate Office
Ardtornish
Morvern
Oban
PA80 5UZ

Riverview
Morar
Mallaig
PH40 4PB

Proposal Description

Erection of interpretation 
board

Erection of interpretation 
sign

Erection of interpretation 
board

Erection of interpretation 
signage

Erection of interpretation 
board

Porch and utility room 
extension

Installation of 8.5kw 
domestic air source heat 
pump

Erection of two 
interpretation panels

Change of use of estate 
building to charcuterie 
business

Demolition of flat roof 
extension and erection of 
new extension to house

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
Regulation 5 - affecting 
the character of a listed 
building (21 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

HGV Driver
Maclennan Motors Ltd - Oban

Work entails loading vehicles & meeting 

to the Argyll Islands. Part Time & Full Time 
positions available.

Please contact us on 01631 566275 or email 
your details to info@maclennanmotors.com

PART OF ARGUS CARE GROUP.
Require the following

30 Hour Cook Required
Previous Experience Preferred

Good rates of Pay
You can contact Arlene Campbell, RGN, Manager 

phone 01631 720278 for more details.

BOATMASTER
Clyde Marine Services is a leading provider of marine 
services, and are committed to the highest standards of 
quality, safety and promoting a responsible environmental 
policy.
We are currently recruiting for 2 Boatmasters to 
be located at Glasgow and Greenock from June to 
November 2011.
Candidates will be enthusiastic, self motivated and be able 
to demonstrate prior experience in working onboard day 
passenger vessels within the tourism and public transport 
sector , and have a safety conscious attitude to their work.
Day to day duties will include operation and management of 
passenger vessels, vessel maintenance, issuing and collection 
of tickets and ensuring compliance with Safety Management 
System. Candidates should be in possession of a Boatmasters 
Licence or equivalent. Ex MFV skippers who already have 
safety and navigation qualifications will be given assistance to 
obtaining the relevant MCA Boatmster Licence.
To apply, please forward your CV to: 
Clyde Marine Services Ltd
Victoria Harbour, Greenock, Renfrewshire, PA15 1HW
Closing date for applications is 1200, Friday 27th May 2011

CASTLE STALKER
APPIN

Will be open 
to the public

16th - 20th May and
30th May - 3rd June
Subject to tides and 

weather
Tel: 01631 740315 

during this period for 
times and bookings

Adults: £10
Children: £5

Acharacle East 
Grazings Committee

Meeting to elect new committee 
will be held on Wednesday
19th May at the Acharacle 
Resource Centre at 19:30.

Customer Services Assistant OBAN
26 hours per week Fixed Term Contract for 1 year
Salary Grade 10 (£15,646 to £17,385) per annum (pro rata)

Interviews for this post will be held 9th June 2011.

£4.06 to £7.11 per hour (dependant on age)
Further information can be obtained from our website.

Tel 01546 605859 or email 

Closing Date for both posts: 
12 noon on Thursday 26th May 2011

Comann Eachdraidh Lios Mòr (CELM) – 
The Lismore Historical Society
Part-Time Assistant 

Museum Curator
Funded by the Esmeé Fairbairn Foundation

15 hours per week for 18 months, 
possibly extendable to 2 years; Salary  £10,000 p.a.

Applications are invited for the above position, which is available from 1 August 
2011. Based at the Isle of Lismore Gaelic Heritage Museum (Ionad Naomh 
Moluag), the successful candidate will be responsible for widening the access 
by the public to the collections, archive and events of the museum.
Key duties will include working with the curatorial team to become familiar 
with the nature of the museum’s collections, and the history of the island;  
developing a programme of events for schoolchildren on Lismore and the 
adjacent mainland;  collaborating with the museum curators to mount travelling 
exhibitions:  taking the lead in planning the proposed “annexe” to the museum;  
liaising with other museums; and drawing on the experience of these duties to 
draw up a longer-term plan for access to the museum’s collections.

-
munication skills, acquired by training in education, drama, the creative arts, 
museum curation or another discipline.  Evidence of relevant work experience 
will be sought.  A full driving licence will be required.
To apply, please write (by 1 June), with an up to date CV, to Comann Eachd-
raidh Lios Mòr, Port a’Charrain, Isle of Lismore, Oban PA34 5UL, marking the 
envelope Curatorial Assistant.  All applicants will be provided with a full job 
description and details of the Museum and Archive. 

Cleaner Required for busy bed 

Barcaldine Castle, Benderloch
Approx 18 Hours per Week

Salary Negotiable
Please telephone for 

application form 01631 720598
or email enquiries@barcaldinecastle.co.uk

KAMES FISH 
FARMING LIMITED

We are looking for an 
experienced

Administrator
To join our busy team at 

Monday to Friday 
Flexible hours considered

Salary dependent on 
experience

Good IT skills and 
telephone manner required 
Please send your CV and 
accompanying letter to:-

Jean Haslam 
Kames Fish Farming 

Limited
Kilmelford, Oban PA34 4XA

Tel: 01852 200286

Scott’s Bistro with 
rooms has 1 or 2 

vacancies available
Housekeeping position to 

undertake room changes and 
front of house position for the 

bistro.  Scott’s Bistro with rooms 
is situated in Tarbert, Loch Fyne.

Please email 
scotts@tarbert.biz

with details of relevant 
experience or telephone 

01880 820190

Customer Account Supervisor
(2 positions)

We are looking for two people to assist with the 
account management of our expanding customer 
base.  The successful applicants should possess 
excellent communication skills and be comfortable 
with multi-tasking in a fast moving environment.  A 

business discipline) is preferred but not essential.  
Full training will be given.
Applications (covering letter and CV) should be 
submitted to
neil@midtonacrylics.co.uk
For more information contact Neil on 01546 602182 
or email neil@midtonacrylics.co.uk

DISTRIBUTORS WANTED
TO DELIVER THE NEW YELLOW PAGES

A CAR IS REQUIRED
FOR MORE INFORMATION, DETAILS OF OTHER WORK 
AVAILABLE, AND TO APPLY ON-LINE PLEASE GO TO:

www.deya.co.uk/jobs
ALTERNATIVELY TO APPLY CALL US (24 HOURS) ON:

0118 989 9909
OR FREEPHONE
0800 298 7101

and accommodation on the 
Puffer Vic 32 at Crinan Basin on 
the following Friday afternoons.

May 13 and 27, June 3, 10, 17 and 24, July 29
August 5, 12 and 19

For full details contact Rachel on 01546 510232

For an application pack, please telephone 01369 701924 or e-mail anne.armstrong@enable.org.uk
quoting the relevant post ref. (We particularly welcome applications from candidates with a disability 
and make our forms available in alternative formats).  
To view and apply for all our vacancies, please visit www.enable.org.uk
Closing date: 27th May 2011
These posts will be subject to a PVG Check.
ENABLE Scotland is an equal opportunities employer.  Scottish charity number SC009024.

Sessional Workers
Ref: C010511. Salary:  £6.87 per hour
We are looking for reliable and enthusiastic individuals who have a genuine interest in working with 
people to increase our bank of sessional support staff.  As a sessional worker you would work directly 
with older people, people with learning disabilities or people who have mental health issues to enable 
them to be included in their local community.
As a sessional worker you would work as and when required, including at short notice, to meet the needs 
of the people we support.  If you believe you could be a flexible, reliable and available addition to our 
team we would love to hear from you.  Early morning, evening, and weekend work, which is determined 
by the needs of the people we support, is included.  Sleepover duties may be required for which there 
is a separate payment.
As an organisation, we are committed to developing all of our staff, providing an extensive training and 
development programme and career opportunities within ENABLE Scotland. 

Leading the way in Learning Disability
ENABLE Scotland is a dynamic, vibrant and expanding organisation 
dedicated to improving the lives of people with learning disabilities 
across Scotland.

CAMPBELTOWN

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
ARGYLL AND BUTE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN – MAIN 
ISSUES REPORT (MIR)

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT : ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT (SEA)
Notice under Section 17 (6) of the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006 and under Section 16 (2) of the Environmental 
Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005
Argyll and Bute Council has prepared a Local Development Plan : Main Issues Report together with associated documents 
comprising the Monitoring Statement and interim Strategic Environmental Assessment : Environmental Report (SEA). 
The Main Issues Report (MIR) represents the first formal stage in producing a Local Development Plan (LDP) for Argyll and 
Bute Council in its role as Planning Authority. The LDP will eventually replace the current Development Plan that consists 
of the Structure and Local Plan. Its primary purpose is to highlight and discuss new issues, put forward alternative policy 
directions, settlement and spatial strategies and stimulate debate on identified areas of major change. 
Copies of the documents are available for viewing at  http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ldp
They are also available for viewing between 9am and 5pm weekdays at the Council Headquarters Offices, Kilmory, 
Lochgilphead; Council Offices at Manse Brae, Lochgilphead; Chalmers St, Ardrishaig; Municipal Buildings, Oban; Milton 
House, Dunoon; Blairvadach, Helensburgh; Bowmore, Islay; Tobermory, Mull; and Council Service Centres : Crossapol, Tiree; 
Craighouse, Jura; Scalasaig, Colonsay.
Copies are also available during normal opening hours at the public libraries at Tarbert, Rosneath, Cardross, Oban, 
Helensburgh, Dunoon, Rothesay, Campbeltown, Lochgilphead.
Copies are also available at the post offices at Arinagour, Coll; Achnacroish, Lismore; Ardminish, Gigha, during normal 
opening hours.
Any person wishing to do so may make representations on the content of the MIR and accompanying SEA. Copies of 
response forms are provided at the Council offices noted above, on the website, or can be obtained by contacting Sheila 
McKenzie on 01546 604140. 
Responses must be made by 5pm on the 18th July 2011 to Sheila McKenzie, Development and Infrastructure, 1A Manse 
Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RD or by emailing ldp@argyll-bute.gov.uk. Responses may also be submitted on line.
If you require further information please contact Sheila McKenzie by email at sheila.mckenzie@argyll-bute.gov.uk or 
telephone 01546 604140.

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
The applications listed below together with all other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday 
to Friday at Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.  Written comments for the following list of applications should be 
made to the above address within 21 days of this advert.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/00547/PP Erection of 6 dwellinghouses 
with integral garages

Land North West Of Ach-Na-Craoibh 
Erray Road Tobermory Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute  

Tobermory Area Office 

11/00561/PP Erection of conservatory 18 Park Road Oban Argyll And Bute 
PA34 4GZ

Oban Area Office

11/00572/PPP Site for Erection of Two 
Dwellinghouses

Land West Of Cuin Beag Dervaig Isle 
Of Mull Argyll And Bute  

Sub Post Office Dervaig

11/00579/PP Erection of single storey side 
extension

4 Glen Park Connel Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA37 1PG

Oban Area Office

11/00657/PPP Site for the erection of a 
dwellinghouse

Land East Of Killybegs Dervaig Isle 
Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA75 6QL

Sub Post Office Dervaig

11/00659/PPP Site for the erection of a croft 
house

Croft No 1 Kilvaree Connel Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA37 1RN

Sub Post Office Connel

11/00661/PP Variation of Condition 6 
(occupancy restriction) of planning 
permission reference 10/00638/PP.

Adrian’s Croft North Connel Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA37 1RD

Sub Post Office Ledaig

11/00662/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Site To North-West Of Dunetive 
Taynuilt Argyll And Bute PA35 1JN

Sub Post Office Taynuilt

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below together with all other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW, at the locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.  Written comments for the following list of applications should be 
made to the above address within 21 days of this advert.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/00683/LIB Installation of timber double 
glazed replacement windows.

South Shian House Benderloch Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA37 1SB

Sub Post Office Ledaig

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 
Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.  
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website.  
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

The Oban Times
Oban Office, Crannog 

Lane, Lochavullin
Cleaner required for open 
plan modern office. Flexible 
hours to be discussed at in-
terview.  Minimum 6 hours 
over four evenings Monday 
to Thursday and approx 3 
hours over the weekend.  

Plus some home ironing. 
Rate £8.00 per hour.  

References essential. For 
further details, please apply to: 

Christine MacBryde, 
Personnel Officer, 

The Oban Times Ltd.
 P.O. Box 1, Oban  PA34 
4HB.  Tel: 01631 568000

PUBLIC NOTICES

MARINE SITE MANAGER
West Loch Roag, Uig, Isle of Lewis £35,020 - £38,110

Marine Site Managers are responsible for managing and developing their salmon sites 
to the highest standards and must therefore be experienced and enthusiastic salmon 
farmers with excellent fish husbandry skills, strong management and leadership quali-
ties and proven organisational skills.

We currently have a vacancy at West Loch Roag to continue with the development of 
the Vuia Mor and Gousam sites.

Applicants must have proven experience of automated feed systems, fish health, growth 
curves and feed management. The successful candidates must be able to demonstrate 
commitment to the safety and welfare of the staff for whom they are responsible, to 
the livestock within their control and to the environment in the local community and 
beyond.  Current clean driving licence essential.

SENIOR MARINE OPERATIVE
East Loch Roag, Isle of Lewis  £22,660-£25,750 (plus overtime)

Senior Marine Operative required for our Eughlam site in East Loch Roag.  Under the 
direction of the Site Manager, the SMO will lead a small team in all the day to day 
operations of the site and will assume responsibility for staff, vessels and equipment.   
Applicants must have proven leadership, fish husbandry and organisational abilities 
and good numeric and IT skills. Weekend working required on a rota basis. Current, 
clean driving licence is essential.

The successful applicants for both posts must be committed to high standards of health 
and safety of staff and understand the importance of environmental issues.  Hours are 
40 per week Monday to Friday. We operate a generous company pension scheme and 
annual leave entitlement is 31 days.

Closing date Friday 27th May 2011 

Job descriptions and application forms available from 
Dina Mackenzie, HR Assistant, The Scottish Salmon Company, Marybank, Storno-
way, Isle of Lewis , HS2 0DB
Tel: 01499 600601/600622  e-mail: dina.mackenzie@scottishsalmon.com
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£2,250ono

SEAT LEON 
CUPRA 20VT

02 reg, 1 year MOT, 6 months 
tax, Excellent Cond. 180bhp, 
Leather interior, 2 new front 
tyres, FSH, 110,000 miles 
Fantastic runner, 1 owner 

from new

Telephone: 
01631 564954

AUDI A3
1.9 TDI SE

£3,100 ono

130bhp, 2002, Full leather interior, 6 speed box, 
Excellent condition, MOT until April 2012

Tel: 07917 606 731 or 01967 402 215

£1850 o.n.o.

BMW 525 
SE AUTO 

Green,first reg 
feb,2003,FSH,

mot february 2012
,taxed august 2011,
price reflects mileage

Telephone: 
01880 820076

SUBARU
IMPREZA STI

£9,200 o.n.o.

55 Plate,  44,000 miles
Full service history

Very good condition

Tel: 07719 158777

ELDDIS CRUSADER CARAVAN, 
SUPER SIROCCO, 2010

£13,950 o.n.o.

Twin Axle, 4 Berth, Fitted with mover and alarm and 
many accessories, as new condition, must be seen

Tel: 078840 74973/01866 822174

£1,750 o.n.o.

Twin Axle
2 Berth

Full gas Cooker
Gas Blow Heater

Fridge, Stereo, full equipped 
with extras.

Telephone: 
01631 563229

ELDISS CRUSADER 
HURRICANE

£4,000 o.n.o.

07 Plate
around 6,000 miles 

on clock.

Tel for enquiries 
- 07810596116

SUZUKI GSR 
600

£24,999 o.n.o.

Under 3 years old. bike rack, 
reversing camera. Ready

to go. Free overnight stay on 
Arran for purchaser. 

Expanding family forces sale.

Telephone: 
01770 700488/481 

for details.

6 BERTH 
MOTORHOME

£10,500 o.n.o.

2007/57, 26k miles, taxed, mot, Subaru
service history, new tyres and brakes, 

nice clean car, couple of light kerb marks 
on wheels, 6 disk cd player, air con, elec 

windows/mirrors, xenon lights.

Telephone: 
078250 76790

SUBARU
IMPREZA WRX

£4,995

6 berth, including full 
balcony, quiet site by 

Loch Long, 
near Dunoon.

Telephone: 
01369 810256

STATIC CARAVAN 
FOR SALE

£1,800

Average miles, FSH,
1 year MOT, 

Taxed until July, 
Great family car.

Telephone: 
07979 245903

AUDI A6 AVANT 
1.8T SE

£3200 o.n.o.

May 03, 5 Door hatchback, 
1781cc, Silver (Petrol), in 

good condition, 74,000 miles. 
6 months tax & 1 year MOT.

Telephone: 
P. MacLeod 

01855 811392

AUDI 
A3 SE

£950 o.n.o.

2.8 V6, 1997 R reg, 
134,000 miles, all extras, 

MOT & Tax end June.

Telephone: 
01631 740352

AUDI A4 
QUATTRO

WANTED

All types of 
4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, 
Daihatsus,

any 4 x 4, also 
considered non-
runners or MOT 

failures
Telephone 

01250 884306 
or mobile 

07885 203020

5

£900

SCO 4BUG
Would suit Beetle, 
Smart car (midge) 
or any small car

Telephone: 
01880 770219

PERSONAL
NUMBER

PLATE

£1,500

9ft x 5ft x 6ft tall
Twin axle

Ramp rear door
Good Condition.

Telephone: 
07780 852263

TOW A VAN
BOX TRAILER

FIAT LUNAR CHAMP 
A670R

Reg 2007, diesel, 5509 miles
Full spec available on request
Contact Craig 0845 6077117

Sealed bids by Friday 15th July, 2011 to:- 
Private & Confidential, Marie Bowie, Fyne Homes Ltd, 81 

Victoria St, Rothesay, PA20 0AP
Must be able to collect from Rothesay.

£1,500 o.n.o.

P555 KEN

Telephone: 
07786 717474

PERSONAL
NUMBER

PLATE

£1,600 o.n.o.

2002 Superb condition
23,000 miles only

Private number plate valued 
at £500

Tax and MOT.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

830277

ROVER 45 
1.4L

£17,850 o.n.o.

2005 Two Berth
46,600 miles

MOT until September 2011 
Tax until June 2011 

Many extras.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

860463

AUTOSLEEPER
LANCASHIRE (NUEVO) 

MOTORHOME

£1900

FSH, FMOTH, MOT Nov 2011, tax end 
Oct2011, 5 door, petrol, manual, c/locking, 
drivers airbag, passenger airbag, CATI (2), 
height adjustable drivers seat, PAS, 5 three 

point seatbelts. 2001 73000 Miles.

Telephone: 
01631 710448

SUBARU IMPREZA 
1.6 TS 4WD

£8450 o.n.o.

Mercedes C180 Kompressor Avantgarde with 
sports pack (Triptronic gear box) 56 plate, 

excellent condition. 4 new tyres. MOTed 
december 2011, taxed Jan 2012, 44500 

miles, full service history.

Contact Callum: 
01855 831402/

mob 07919366116

MERCEDES C180 
KOMPRESSOR 
AVANTGARDE

30,739miles, (1 owner car) ..........£2975

2004 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
1.4LTR

Service & Mot at time of purchase
36,275 miles ...............................  £1975

2001 VAUXHALL CORSA CLUB
1LTR

81,580 miles.. ...............................£3350 59,716 miles, MOT’D till January 2012 ..£3650

2005 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
BREEZE  1.6LTR

Service & Mot at time of purchase 
62,271 miles .................................£2275

2002 VAUXHALL CORSA 
COMFORT  1LTR

A U T O S E R V I C E S

Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470

VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26

All cars fully serviced and 
MOT’d by ourselves

NEW STOCK ARRIVING WEEKLY

S. D. MacDOUGALL 2005 VAUXHALL CORSA LIFE 
1.3LTR DIESEL

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

5.2 METRE CATHEDRAL HULL GRP 
BOAT WITH LAUNCHING TRAILER.

£4800 o.n.o.

Fitted with 50hp Yamaha and 5hp Mariner Outboards, ICOM VHF, coloured GPS chart plotter, 
garmin GPS, Navman fishfinder, searchlight, nav lights, anchor, fenders, flares and lifejackets. 
Boat and equipment in excellent condition and ready to go. Can be viewed in North Connel. 

Tel: 07899878112 or email greenloaning1@btinternet.com

HYSUCAT 170 CATAMARAN, 
HYDROFOIL, RIB

£7,750 o.n.o.

50HP Evinrude E-Tec Main Outboard, 6hp 4 stroke Johnson Auxiliary Outboard, 3 x 22 litre Fuel 
Tanks, Warps, Bilge Pump, Trailer, Lighting Board, Cover.  

The complete package ideal work, diving or pleasure boat.

Tel: 07884 314400 or 01397 773191

RAIDER 18 FISHERMAN WHEELHOUSE 
ON ROLLER TRAILER, OBAN.

£12,995

Bought new 2008. Less than 50 hours running. 
Mariner 80 4-stroke EFI. Colour fishfinder plotter GPS. 

Contact 07775 756115.

FORMER LIFEBOAT WITH 
MERCURY 40HP OUTBOARD

£1,995 o.n.o.

Plus 12ft FIBREGLASS 
DINGHY tender with 

4.5hp outboard and oars.
A 5.5m heavy duty 

fibreglass former lifeboat 
with small forward cuddy 

and built in buoyancy 
tanks.

Forward cable steering fitted. Wide, deep and very stable vessel.
Safe and very reliable.

Mercury 40hp 2-stroke outboard – fully serviced.  Electric start, tilt 
and trim and comes with all the gearing and cables.  20in shaft. 

In excellent condition having completed very few hours.
Also comes with small fibreglass dinghy, 4.5hp 2-stroke outboard, 

new rowlocks and quality wooden oars. May Split

Tel: 07917014628

WANTED

CARAVANS AND 
CAMPERS, 1990 

ONWARDS, 
ANY MAKE OR 
MODEL, DAMP 

DAMAGED VANS 
CONSIDERED.

Telephone: 
07734 602449

£3550 o.n.o.

Wolfsburg edition, 4 door,Taxed until August 
2011 and MOT’d until September 2011

Economic car and fun to drive.

Call 07920 858263 
or 01972 510270

Vehicle can be seen in either 
Oban or Fort William by 

arrangement.

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 
GT TDI 1999 MODEL

£2195 o.n.o.

1.6 X reg, Taxed till end 
July, MOT till April 2012 

88300 miles

Telephone: 
01866 822805

AUDI A4WANTED

ALL 4X4S 
OLD OR NEW 
TOYOTA HILUX
LAND CRUISER

ALL PICKUPS SINGLE 
OR DOUBLE CABS
ANY CONDITION 
RUNNER OR NOT
HIGH MILES NO 

PROBLEM.

07703 490572 
Ask for Robert

MAZDA 6 ESTATE, 
TS

136bhp diesel, ‘05 reg, 
MOT April 2012, Service history, 

109,000 miles

Tel: 01546 606276



West Coast property service

3 VAUL
ISLE OF TIREE, PA77 6TP

To arrange an appointment to view please call 
McKay Norwell Solicitors on 0131 229 1111

DETACHED CROFTERS COTTAGE, 3 BEDROOMS 
WITH OPEN OUTLOOK.   OUTBUILDINGS.    
PARTIAL ELECTRIC STORAGE HEATING.

Offers Around 
£175,000

• 1 PUBLIC ROOM
• 3 BEDROOMS
• KITCHEN
• BATHROOM

• WALLED GARDEN
• 0.5 ACRES OF PADDOCK
• DEVELOPMENT 

POTENTIAL

Offers over 
£350,000

The Steadings, Inverinan, Taynuilt
A smallholding with a detached 
traditional house and outbuildings, 
in a pretty west highland location.
Sun room, dining room, breakfasting 
kitchen, 3 bedrooms, bathroom, utility room, 
large open plan sitting room with study 
area, access to an outdoor patio area with 
balcony. Barn and stables. Fishing on the 
River Inan. About 14 acres.

Contact: Strutt and Parker, 150 St. Vincent Street, 
Glasgow, G2 5NE

Tel: 0141 225 3880
Email: glasgow@struttandparker.com

West Coast property service

Please telephone 0141 5335303 or 07549892629
or email: alexeritrea1@yahoo.co.uk

for further details and to arrange viewing.

Pulpit Drive, Oban
3 bedroom detached house 
In beautiful, secluded cul de sac 
but also close to town centre. 
• Lawn to front
• Easily maintained sunny garden with patio to rear.
• 3 spacious bedrooms
• D/Glazed 
• Beautiful views from upstairs windows.

Offers over 
£160,000

Offers in Excess of £285,000

EAST RONACHAN FOREST, Clachan, Kintyre

• 234.2 Hectares / 578.7 Acres

John Clegg & Co

A diverse commercial forest with several 
attractive lochans, including full sporting 
rights with challenging woodland deer 
stalking and outstanding views.
FREEHOLD FOR SALE AS A WHOLE

2 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, EH1 2AS
0131 229 8800    www.johnclegg.co.uk

West Coast property service

Former Scottish Owl Centre Premises
Campbeltown, Argyll

Suit visionary falconer/entrepreneur
For more info visit www.witchburn-sale.co.uk

Tel: 0141 530 4335

•  Spacious 5 bedroom house set in 2 acres

•  37 aviaries and playground
•  Small tea-room and car park
•  Development potential for 3 self-catering  
 apartments

Offers over 
£285,000

Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCYC & D Mactaggart

NEW PRICE Offers around £155,000

KELMSCOTT, CARRADALE, BY 
CAMPBELTOWN
Delightful bungalow situated in the popular 
village of Carradale with lovely views over 
the Kilbrannan Sound towards Arran.
• Hall
• Living Room
• Conservatory
• Utility Room/Back Hall

• Kitchen/Diner
• Two Bedrooms
• Shower Room

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

(24-Hour Answering Service)

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

Estate Agent Contact info

SWALLOWS CRAIG, OBAN
An impressive executive home occupying an exceptional 

Bay to the town seascape and countryside beyond.

The spacious split 
level accommodation 
comprises:
Reception Hall, Lounge, 
Formal Dining Room, 
Kitchen/Dining/Family
Room,  Utility Room, 
5 Bedrooms (one with 
en-suite shower room), 
Bathroom, Shower 
Room, Basement Store.
Mature garden grounds 
of about one acre.

Offers In Excess Of £525,000

Sale of Builders plant/equipment

Enquiries/viewing/ photos please Tel 07748647804

LUXURY FLAT
Fully Furnished

First Floor

Upper Floor

WANTED
Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

TO LET

West Coast property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

COMMERCIAL

Land (5 acres +) 
and/or house with 

income potential (not 
B&B) wanted in Isle of 

Mull for family of 5.
Max 45 mins drive from 

Tobermory. Anything 
considered.

Tel: 01620 826142
E-mail:

et@thethomassons.co.uk

HOUSE TO 
RENT NEAR 

KILCHRENAN,
4 bedrooms, two 

bathrooms, one en-suite, 
large sitting room with 
dining area overlooking 

Lochawe, separate kitchen, 

garden, car parking, 

£650pcm.
Telephone 

07831 264806.

TO RENT
THREE

BEDROOMED
HOUSE

ON
RONACHAN
Farms, Clachan

Phone
01880 740277

TO LET
Bright, Spacious 

4 bedroom fl at in Oban

Close to town centre
Private off  road parking

Garden with drying green

Price negotiable 

No Smokers or D.S.S.

Email

obanfl at@live.co.uk

Two bedroom 
fully furnished 

well equipped and 
decorated,

£490 pcm + council tax 
and electricity, 

one month deposit and 
one month in advance.

Apply to Box No 70
Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

To Let Fort William
Luxury 4 bedroom 

country house, 
immaculate

accommodation,
private study, large 

private garden, private 
drive with ample 

parking, quiet and safe 
area, immediate entry 
available, £700 pcm.  

Telephone 
07789464442
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www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

•JOINERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners, Builders 

& Funeral Directors

Family run business
Breadalbane
Street, Oban

Telephone
01631 562562
01631 562203

24 hour call out

•WINDOW BLINDS

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Pre-payment
required for advertisements of 
less than £50 (excluding death 

notices)
Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K ........................... £58.00

 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

•PLUMBING & HEATING

•CARAVANS

CARAVANS FOR SALE
TRALEE BAY HOLIDAY PARK

On-Site Sales
2005 37 x 12 Caravan £17,000

(3 bed, double glazed, gas central heating)

2008 38 x 12 Caravan £26,000
(Pond Location)

New 38 x 12  Caravan £33,000
(Sea View)

Tralee Bay Holiday Park
01631 720255 or 720217

tralee@easynet.co.uk     www.tralee.com

PERSONALS

• TRANSPORT

ALBA 
 (Argyll) 

• Household removals
• Light Freight 
• House Clearances
• Antique Valuations
• Furniture
  Transportation.

Tel 01631-720 339
Mob: 07789 914001

• SCRAP MERCHANTS

MACDONALD

SCRAP
MERCHANTS

All 4 x 4’s
MOT failures, 
non ferrous, 

old car batteries, 
copper cylinders

 and old cats.
Telephone 

07833 754697
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-
insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the 
amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, 

MAY 2011
WIN! Pitlochry theatre breaks; Luxury trips to Shetland; RM Williams boots; £500 of cashmere; Gardening tickets

WHY ALL MINK MUST DIE
THE BLACK WATCH’S KANDAHAR REEL  INVERARAY CASTLE’S STUNNING GARDENSSEVEN-PAGE FISHING SPECIAL 

DISCOVERING
SHETLAND

Plus

CALEDONIA’S 
USA CONNECTION

10 The greatest 
Scottish soldiers

WINAN ORIGINAL 

PAINTING
WORTH£2000

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   MAY 2011. £3.60

OF THE BEST

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...

READ...
DISCOVERING
SHETLAND
Caledonia’s
USA 
connection
THE BLACK 
WATCH’S 
KANDAHAR 
REEL
Inverarary 
Castle’s 
stunning 
gardens

10 OF THE GREATEST 
SCOTTISH SOLDIERS
Why all mink must die
SEVEN PAGE FISHING SPECIAL 

WIN...
AMAZING PRIZES: Pitlochry Theatre tickets, 
Luxury Break on Shetland, R M Williams 
boots, tickets to Gardening Scotland, £500 
worth of cashmere

www.scottishfield.co.uk

AN ORIGINAL 
PAINTING WORTH £2000

“Who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean?”

God can! Christ 
died for the 

ungodly. 
Christ died and 

rose again from the 
dead for you!

www.WordsbytheWayside.co.uk

H Buchanan

Demolition
Site Clearances

Septic Tanks and Services

Estate and Farm 
Road Construction

All Groundworks undertaken

Telephone 07881671093 

• CONTRACTOR

ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

FRAMED ETCHING OF 
BONAWE very old,  £20 

FRAMED ETCHING OF 
KILCHURN Castle, very 

FRAMED ETCHING OF 
LOCH FYNE very old,  £20 

BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY ACTIVITY 
STATION Leap Frog Learn 
and Groove Activity Station, 
excellent condition,  £49.99 

BABY PUSHCHAIR 
Bebecar ICON in silver and 
black, 3 wheel all terrain 
with handbrake.  Cover/
footmuffs,  £40 Telephone 

BUGGY BOARD MINI 

£15 ono. Telephone / Text 

Campbeltown.
FISHER PRICE CAR 
SEAT Safe Voyage Group 0 
car seat, blue. Rear facing, 
suitable from birth. Includes 
head support. Benderloch, 
can deliver locally,  £20 

LINDAM BABY GATE 
wall mountable,  good 
condition,  £10 Telephone 

LITTLELIFE INFANT 

months to 3 years. Good 

MAMAS AND PAPAS 
BUGGY (RED) ‘Pulse’,  
suitable from birth as it is 
fully reclines. Rain cover 
included, good condition,  

NATURAL WICKER 
MOSES BASKET with 
cream interior, white 
wooden stand included, 
excellent condition,  £45 

STROLLER PUSHCHAIR 
M & P ‘Aria’ with raincover 
brown,  £15 Telephone 

TRAVEL COT excellent 
condition, son wouldn’t 
sleep in it, used as bed 
guard, never slept in!  £20 

BICYCLES
BIKE TMX Theraplay, 

frame, red, new tyres etc. 

$*$Books
KEY BOARD TUTOR plus 
CD rom, cost £20 will sell 
for£10, Oban. Telephone 

BUILDING / DIY
FREE CONCRETE 

metres, you must arrange 
uplift, good access for 
trailers or plant equipment, 
Kilmore area.  Telephone 

HEATING PUMP WILO 

heating systems.  Unused 
and boxed with instructions,  

539.

CAR ACCESSORIES
ALLOY WHEELS Vauxhall 

with tyres, v.g.c. Telephone 

ROOF BARS Paddy 

ROOF BOX Karrite 
Contour 320 (by Thule). 
Silver/grey top, black base. 

320litre capacity, vgc,  

SOLAR CAR VENT ‘ 
Auto-Cool’ solar power 
draws fresh air into your 
car - keep your dog cool- 
helps eliminate pet and 

CARAVAN EQUIPMENT
AWNING CLOTHES 
DRYER ,  £10 Telephone 

FOLDING DOUBLE 
METAL STEP .,  £20 

FRESH WATER HOG 40 

MILENCO TOWING 
MIRRORS ,  £20 Telephone 

ROTARY CLOTHES 
DRYER ,  £10 Telephone 

WASTE WATER HOG 

CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250

LONG MOT RT Sport. Mot 
Jan 2012, Tax June. 119,000 
miles. 40mpg, alloys, stereo, 
towbar with  working 
electrics, spare key, e/w, 

300225.
TRANSIT VAN WHEEL 

Tigar Cargospeed.  Both in 
excellent condition,  £49.99 

CATERING
EQUIPMENT

SIX BURNER GAS 
COOKER (Calor), including 
reg, vg condition, offers 
when seen.  Also quantity 
modern dining room chairs 
and tables, suit B & B or 

CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

GENTS ¾ GENUINE 
BLACK LEATHER Coat, 
size M, never worn,  £45 

GENTS BLACK SAFETY 
BOOTS still in box.  Quality 
boots, never used,  £15 

GENTS MULTI POCKET 
TROUSERS work, 
black(Scruffs) never worn, 

CREELS
PRAWN CREELS FOR 
SALE Brand new, Coralene, 

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

ELECTRIC PIZZA OVEN 
cooked in 10mins,  £30 

Lochgilphead.
FRIDGE good condition,  £45 

HOTPOINT FRIDGE/
FREEZER white, very clean 
and in perfect working order. 

deep x 1350mm high,  £45 

RED ELECTRIC WOK with 

DOMESTIC PETS
BORDER COLLIE 

Friendly temperament, 
from working parents. 

treshnish.co.uk.

weeks old, black & white, 
K.C. reg. £350 each. 
Assistance with delivery 
may be possible.  Telephone 

GERMAN WIREHAIRED 
POINTER PUPS Litter 
from top lines with low 
hip scores and clear from 
Vwb. Liver and white Kc 
registered, wormed and 
had 1st injection,  £450 

JACK RUSSELL PUPPIES 
one boy, one girl, small type, 

wormed and vet checked.  

LABRADOR PUPPIES 
colour fox red, ideal pets or 
working, both parents fox 
red and working, bitches and 
dogs available now. £300.  

FURNITURE
2 ARMCHAIRS cream 
patterned, reasonable 
condition,  £30 Telephone 

4 MATCHING DINING 
ROOM CHAIRS wicker 
and bronze metal.  Can 
email pics and deliver to 
Oban area,  £40 Telephone 

BED, SINGLE with 
mattress, storage space and 
light grey and pink trim 
headboard, good condition,  

BOOKCASE wood veneer, 

CIRCULAR GLASS 
TOPPED CANE Table 
with four matching chairs, 
very good condition.  
Expensive when bought 
new,  £130 Telephone 

CIRCULAR TABLE 
wooden, extending with 
four matching chairs,  

DINING TABLE and four 
chairs, in good condition,  

HIGH SLEEPER double, 
silver frame with lots of 
space under for desk etc,  

LARGE DARK GREEN 
FOOTSTOOL can deliver 
to Oban area and email 

314009.
LARGE DINING TABLE 
with glass top and bronze 
metal curved base.  Can 
email pics and deliver 
to Oban area,  £49.99 

MAHOGANY STAG 
DRESSER very good 
condition,  £35 Telephone 

PINE DINING TABLE and 
4 chairs, hardly been used,  

PINE TABLE AND 
CHAIRS , circular, one 
metre diameter with four 
pine dining chairs, very 
good condition,  £49.99 

(Southend).
SOFA BED two seater, blue 
with gold, red and green 
pattern fabric. Includes two 
matching cushions. Hardly 
used, very good condition,  

SOLID WOOD 
BOOKCASE glass cabinet 
with drawers, lovely item.  
Can email pics and can 
deliver to Oban area,  £30 

STORAGE TRUNK  
suitable for storing those 
items in the loft.  External 
measurements 90x30x50cm,  

GARDEN
COMPACT SEESAW/
SWINGS metal, reasonable 
condition, two swings with 
chute,  £20 Telephone 

MEGA BOUNCY 

used,  £49.99 Telephone 

GARDEN MACHINERY
GARDEN SHREDDER 
Power Devil, 1400watt, 
PDG4015, good condition,  

HEDGETRIMMER Black 
and Decker, with extra long 
cable, good working order,  

MOWER Flymo electric 
hover compact 300, new 
condition, used less that 
half an hour,  £25 Telephone 

HEALTH AND FITNESS
FOOT BATH Hinari 
‘Bubbletub’ foot massager, 

the cares of the day! 3 heat/
vibrate settings,  £19.99 

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

EASEL sturdy, wooden, 
to hold your painting 
securely, extends from 

J M Paillard_ Paris 

SEWING MACBINE 
Singer treadle, still works if 
you know how.  Attractive 
black and gold design,   

HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

TV and digital box £10, 
must collect,   Telephone 

TECKNIKA TABLE TOP 
CD PLAYER remote 
control and speakers, new 
condition,  £15 Telephone 

TOSHIBA SILVER 
TELLY medium. Can 
email pics and deliver to 
Oban area,  £25 Telephone 

HOME FURNISHINGS
FLUSH CEILING LIGHTS 
2 x indoor lights suitable 
for bathroom, hallway 
or any area. Chrome rim 
with frosted glass diffuser,  

IKEA FLOATING SHELF 
light oak veneer shelf with 

UNDERBED DRAWER 
large.  Can email pics and 
deliver to Oban area,  £5 

PRINTER 1 Cannon printer 
in good working order, 

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

BATHROOM CABINET 
SET pine double mirror 
display cabinet with glass 
display shelf and matching 
pine toilet seat, towel ring 
and toothbrush holder,  £20 

TUPPERWARE a large 
number of pieces all shapes 
and sizes (approx 30) all 
with lids.  Some have 
never been used,  £40ono 

LIVESTOCK
30 LIVE TABLE EATING 

553912.
GARDEN HENS Pure 
Breeds and Hybrids, 
Point of Lay, these birds 
are not commercially 
reared. Delivery arranged,   

PULLETS Hy-line, point 
of lay pullets,  £9.50 each 

WEANERS FOR SALE 
ready end of May, Lop/
Saddleback,   Telephone 

LOST AND FOUND
LOST Much loved child’s 
cream coloured cloth 
donkey(length approx 25cms, 
brand Jellycat) lost in close 
to Albany Street car park 

midday.  If seen or recovered 
please contact Tracy on 

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Ideal for 

Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

MARINE
OUTBOARD SUZUKI DT4 
very little used and in very 
good condition,  £225 ovno 

MISCELLANEOUS
CHAIN HOIST Endless 
chain hoist,½ ton capacity,  

SHEARING MACHINE 
3 speed Lister with solid 
shaft,  £450 Telephone 

MOBILE AND HOME
TELEPHONES

PHONE CHARGER 1 
Nokia phone charger, will 

reason for sale upgraded 
phone to better model, 
Oban,  £10 Telephone 

MOBILITY
MOBILITY SCOOTER 4 
wheeled mobility scooter 
+ extras.  Fits car boot, 
nice condition,  £350 

Lochgilphead.

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

ELECTRIC KEYBOARD 

teach function, 100tones, 
100rythms, 100songs & 
usb port, Oban,  £49.99 

OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

CLUB CAR GOLF CAR 

FISHING RIGS 10 assorted 
rigs, suitable for mackerel, 
cod or pollock, plus rig 
wallet, all rigs and traces are 
in wallet already, Oban,  £10 

FISHING TACKLE 1 

mackerel, good working 

built in drag system, Oban,  

new, varnished,  £35 

(Campbeltown).

PHOTOGRAPHY
PANASONIC DIGITAL 
CAMERA DMC G10K 
with Lumix G Vario lens kit 

and Panasonic soft case, 
all as new,  £220 Telephone 

TRIPOD ‘Hama Alpha 

camcorder, extends from 

POWER TOOLS
MAKITA METAL CHOP 
SAW Model LC1230; 

blade, used twice - excellent 
condition,  £300 Telephone 

PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

COLOUR COPYING A4/
A3, single/double sided, 
reduce/enlarge, from 

by email. A4 copies from 
25p. Contact Krisp Print.  

ENVELOPES Wide range 
of sizes and colours, sold 
individually or boxed. 
Contact Krisp Print.  

TOYS AND GAMES
BRAIN TEASER mini 

brand new still in box, tricky 
challenges, too boost your 
brain, Oban,  £5 Telephone 

LEGO 2 large boxes of lego, 
all mixed up but all booklets 
and instructions are there 

NINTENDO DS LITE Pink, 

mains and car charger, vgc,  

WANTED
ELECTRIC HOSTESS 
TROLLEY required, 
preferably in Campbeltown 
unless it could be delivered.  

SCRAP METAL all types 
of scrap metal, we uplift 
scrap cars, call Mr Cook, 
West Coast Scrap Metals. 

Happy 40th  
Birthday
Yvonne

Love from all the family

Iain Macquarrie is 
celebrating 90 years and 
has been married to his 

wife Shirley for 55 years.  
Born on the Isle of Coll 
he must be their oldest 

citizen of that age.



FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Thursday 12 May 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 19BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS

MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 15 May 2011

3rd after Easter
St John’s Cathedral, 

Oban

Holy Communion ......08.00
Sung Eucharist ...........10.15
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist ............ 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............. 08.00
Evensong ...................... 20.00

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday
Oban High School 

Main Hall 
10:30am

All Welcome
01866 822286 or 

07788598843
www.lorncf.org.uk

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 15 May 2011
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

CHARITY DONATIONS

BIRTHS

M A C C O N N A C H E R
- Sander and Laura are 
delighted to announce 
the birth of their second 
son, Jamie Gordon, on 
Wednesday, May 4, 2011, a 
brother for Craig and another 
grandson for Alexander and 
May, Ballachulish. Grateful 
thanks to all staff at the 
Southern General Hospital, 
Glasgow.
PORTER – Holly Grace 
was born on April 25, 2011, 
to Aisling and Stewart.  First 
grandchild for Andy and 
Marjorie Thornton, third 
grandchild for Vera and the 
late Ronnie Porter.  Thanking 

Glasgow.
RUSSELL - Chris and Ruth 
(née Miller), would like to 
announce the birth of their 
son Innes Keith, on April 
29, a brother for Katie and 
Calum. Many thanks to Oban 
Maternity. 

DEATHS
BROWN - Dr Gavin James, 
retired physician, age 62 
died peacefully at home on 
May 6, 2011 after a long 
illness bravely borne.  The 
service will take place at the 
Duncansburgh / MacIntosh 
Church in Fort William on 
Monday  May 16, at 2pm.  
Thereafter at Innes-na-
Birlinn Cemetery, Onich - all 

only
CAMPBELL - Dolina 
(Dolly) Campbell, nee 
Kennedy, beloved wife 
of the late Ian Campbell 
and mother to Alistair 
and Charles, passed away 
peacefully, aged 89, at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital on 
Sunday May 8. A much loved 
mother, sister, aunt, cousin, 
granny and great-granny 
who will be missed by us all.
A service will be held at 
St. Columba’s Cathedral, 
Oban on Monday May 
16 at 10am followed by 
a burial at Pennyfuir.

collection will be taken for the 
British Heart Foundation.
FLETCHER – Donald.  
Peacefully, at the Royal 

May 10, 2011.  Formerly 
of Persabus, Islay and 
Glasgow.  Beloved husband 
of the late Caroline, father 
of Diane, Donald and 
Marion.  Grandfather to 
Christina, Donald and wee 
Hugh.  Great grandfather to 
Chris and James.  Funeral 
services at Co-operative 
Springburn,  May 16, 
10.45am and thereafter at 
Lambhill cemetery, arriving 
11.30am to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 
invited.
GALBRAITH -  Very 
suddenly on Friday  May 6, 
2011 in Rotterdam, Holland, 
James Neil, beloved husband 
of Sue, devoted dad of Heidi 
and Calum and dearly loved 
son of James and the late Joan 
Galbraith ‘Langamull’ Oban 
and brother to Christine, 
Valerie and Colin.  Funeral 
to be held in Rotterdam on 
Friday  May 13, 2011.
IVES – ‘Bunny’ Hailey 
Ives. Clifford, peacefully, on 
Saturday, April 16, 2011, aged 
90, in the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban.  Much loved 
by all his extended family 
and his many friends in this 
world.  Funeral Service will 
take place at Glenorchy Kirk, 
Dalmally on Saturday, May 
14, 2011 at 11.00 a.m.  All 
friends welcome.  Family 

in lieu to Glenorchy Kirk 
or The Royal Masonic 
Benevolent Institute, c/o D 
& A Munn Ltd, Breadalbane 
Street, Oban PA34 5NZ.  Tel:  
01631 562562.
MACAULAY - Passed away 
peacefully at the Uist and 
Barra Hospital on Saturday, 

against her illness borne with 
great courage and dignity, 
Mary (née Dawson), dearly 
beloved wife of Hector, a 
much loved aunt, sister in law, 
cousin and very dear friend 
to many. Sorley missed.
(Bayhead, North Uist). 
M A C F A R L A N E
– Peacefully in Bonn, 
Germany, on May 9, 2011, 
Norman McNeil Macfarlane 
of Insheallach, Kilmore, 
Dervaig, Isle of Mull, 
beloved husband of the late 
Sheila Graham, and much 
loved father of Graham and 
Neil, father-in-law of Kook, 
brother of Evelyn and Opa 
of Roderick, Dirk, Christina 
and Daniella.
McBAY - Peacefully at the 
Royal Alexandra Hospital, 
Paisley on May 4, 2011, 
aged 75, Malcolm Kennedy 
McBay, beloved husband of 
Glenys and much loved dad 
of Dawn. Deeply missed.

REID - At the Lynne of Lorn 
Care Home, Benderloch 
on Saturday May 7, 2011, 
Wilfred (Willie), loving 
husband of Vera, much loved 
dad of Margaret, Catherine, 
William, Lorna and the late 
Dorothy, a loving father-
in-law and grandpa to the 
family.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

BUCHANAN – Ann 
and the family of the late 
William Gerard Buchanan 
are overwhelmed by the 
numerous kind acts and 
words bestowed on us by 
friends and neighbours, after 
our sad loss.  We would like to 
thank you all for your cards, 

tenderness and support.  We 
would especially like to thank 
Father William Fraser for his 
comfort and guidance, Lillian 
MacDonald, Mike Goodison 
and all who paid their last 
respects at St Columba’s 
Cathedral on Saturday, which 
made for a beautiful Requiem 
Mass.  We would also like to 
extend our gratitude to the 
doctors, paramedics, police, 
the ‘Flower House’ Florists, 
the Falls of Lora Hotel and 
Funeral Director Hamish 
Hoey and Son, for the care 
and consideration shown to 
the whole family.  The love 
and respect demonstrated by 
all will never be forgotten.
MACLEAN – Jessie, Iain 
and James would like to thank 
most sincerely all relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
for all the many kind and 
thoughtful expressions of 
sympathy extended to them 
in so many ways during 
their recent sad loss of Neil.  
Grateful thanks to doctors 
and staff at Belford Hospital 
for their care and kindness, to 
Rev Gordon Mair and John 
Fraser for their visitations 
and comforting service, 
also Ewen MacLennan, 
Funeral Director and staff 

arrangements, local police 

last respects at the church 
and graveside and gave so 
generously the sum of £466 
for the Belford Hospital. 
MACNICOL – Duncan.
Flora, Maryann and David 
would like to thank everyone 

this sad time. Thanks to all 
doctors, nurses, Invernevis 
House and Homecare for their 
invaluable service. Special 
thanks to Rev MacRae for 
his lovely service, particular 
thanks to Mike McFall and 
staff whose care and attention 
was greatly appreciated. The 
sum of £400 was raised 
for Invernevis and Easter 
Cracked Workshops.
PATERSON – Duncan and 
Margaret would like to thank 
all who attended the service 
on April 12, 2011 following 
the sad loss of a much loved 
wife and mother Annabella 
Paterson who passed on 
April 6 in Ward F3 of the 

aged 83.  A collection held 
at the service at the Round 
Church, Bowmore, Islay, 
raised £232.52 to be donated 
to Ward F3 in memory of 
Annabella. 
PHILLIPS - The family of 
the late Mary Kate would like 
to thank relatives, friends and 
neighbours for the beautiful 
mass and sympathy cards, 

the phone calls received at 
this very sad time. We would 
like to thank Fr Joseph Tran 
of Our Lady of the Missions 
in Australia, Fr Donald 
MacKinnon of St Mary’s, Fort 
William, Fr Donald MacKay 
and Fr Calum MacLellan 
at St Peter’s, Daliburgh for 
the lovely requiem masses 
and prayers, we have been 
touched by the support we 
have had, but we are thankful 
for the wonderful memories 
Mary Kate has left us with.
Your loving family in 
Australia, Skipton, Fort 
William and South Uist.
STEWART – The family of 
the late Bill Stewart would like 
to thank friends, neighbours 
and colleagues for their care 
and support, and for the 

and letter received during 
this sad time. Special thanks 
to the paramedics, Staff of 
A&E and Ward B at the 

Lorn and Isles Hospital and 
to the staff of the Southern 
General Hospital’s ITU.  
Your care for Bill and the 
kindness and compassion 
shown to his family is 
greatly appreciated. Thanks 
to Rev Cat Knott for the 
beautiful service in Oban 
and to the Rev Sarah Ross 
for the uplifting service at 
the Woodside Crematorium. 
Grateful thanks to Catriona 
and Owen of Hamish 
Hoey and Sons for their 

arrangements.  To all who 
came to say farewell to 
Bill, support his family, and 
contributed the sum of £475 
for the ITU at the Southern 
General.

MEMORIAMS
BROWN - In loving 
memory of my dear wife, 
Mary who died on May 12, 
2010
Because you were so 
special
No words can ever say
How much I love and miss 
you
Today and everyday
- All my love, George.
BROWN - Precious 
memories of a dear Mum 
who sadly was taken on 
May 12, 2010
One year has passed since 
that sad day
You closed your eyes and 
slipped away
Remembering you is easy, 
we do it everyday
But missing you is the 
heartache, that never goes 
away.
- All our love, Elizabeth and 
Stewart.
BROWN - Treasured 
memories of my dear sister, 
Mary who passed away on 
May 12, 2010
They say there is a reason
They say that time will heal
But neither time or reason
Will change the way I feel
- All my love, Helen.
BROWN - Cherished 
memories of our loving 
Aunty Mary, who passed 
away on May 12, 2010.
You’re always close beside 
us
In everything we do
You were our greatest 
treasure
God’s gift to us was you
Always in our thoughts
- Rosalyn, Janice and 
families.
JOHNSTON – In loving 
memory of George who 
died May 3, 1989.
Never forgotten.
- Bridget and boys x
Miss you more every day.
- Martha and Laura x
MACCOLL - Fond 
memories of Duncan John 
MacColl (Dochie), dear 
husband, father and brother 
who died May 10, 2010. 
Remembered with love 
always.

Glencoe.
MACCOLL - In fond 
memory of dear Neilie who 
passed away on May 13 
2003
Time changes many things.
But not the sadness this day 
brings.
A broken heart, tears 
unseen.
Wishing true absence was 
only a dream.
Gad chaoidh ga grath
Inserted by Margaret, 
Torloisk, Mull
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear brother 
in law and uncle, Donald 
Neil MacDonald, who died 
May 9, 2009.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Ellen and family.
MACDONALD - Marilyn, 
died May 10, 1998
Twinkle, Twinkle little star
We hope you’re happy 
where you are
Looking down on all we 
see
Missing you with every day 
we breathe
Days are short and nights 
are long
But 13 years have come and 
gone
So this we write for our 
mother and wife
You are sorely missed from 
our lives.
- Love Billy, Morven, Willie 
and Andrea xxx.
MACLEOD – In loving 
memory of a dear mum, 
mother-in-law, gran and 
great-gran Margaret (Rita)  
who died May 10, 2005.
Always in our thoughts.
- Sandra, Denis and family. 

MACPHEE - In loving 
memory of our father, 
Alexander (Sandy), who 
died at his home, Coire-
Leis, Camaghael on May 11, 
1974.
Our thoughts are always with 
you

In life we loved you dearly 
dad
In death we love you still.
- Your loving daughter, Mary 
and family and son Alex and 
family.
MACPHEE – In loving 
memory of my dear sister 
Annie who passed away 
on May 16 1994, and 
remembering loved ones 
gone before and after.  
Sadly missed along life’s way
Quietly remembered every 
day
Inserted by Margaret Torloisk, 
Mull
McPHILLIPS - Precious 
memories of Iain, a loving 
son and brother who was lost 
to us on May 12, 1991.
Remembering you is easy
We do it every day
It’s just the pain of losing 
you
That never goes away.
- Mum and Morven.
MILLER - In loving 
memory of my dear husband 
Peter  died  May 13,  2008.
Three years have gone since 
you passed away. 
You are loved and 
remembered every day.
You were always true, honest 
and kind. 
These are the memories you 
left behind.
- Your loving wife Betty, Son 
George, papa to Carla and 
Rebecca.
MILLER - I would do 
anything to hear your voice,
But I know I have no choice 
So I’ll just remember my dear 
kind dad 
That we were all so lucky to 
have had. 
-  Isobel, Cammy and Jacqui.
Simply the best X
MILLER - What we would 
give if we could say
Hello papa in the same old 
way. 
To hear your voice and see 
you smile.  
To sit with you and chat a 
while. 
If you have a Pa Pa cherish 
him with care.
For you’ll never know the 
heartache 
Till you see his empty chair.  
- Kirsty, Clinton, Shannon 
and Ayden, “Miss you” 

MILLER - We miss you 
papa.  You’re safely at rest
And you will always be to 
us “Simply the best”.  
- Papa to Joleen, Great 
Papa to Alanna.
Love you xxxx
MORRISON – Mary.
Always remembered every 
day.
Your loving husband.
- Hector
MORRISON – In loving 
memory of Mary who 
passed away on May 17, 
2004.
Remembering you is easy 
Mum
We do it every day
It’s the heartache of losing 
you
That never goes away.
Forever in our hearts 
Mum.
Love always
- Christina, Banny, Laura, 
Martin, Sinead and Lewis 
xxx
MORRISON - In loving 
memory of a dear mum, 
granny and great granny, 
Mary who died May 17, 
2004
Remembering you is easy
We do it every day
It’s the heartache of losing 
you
That never goes away.
- James, Teeny and family.
MORRISON - In loving 
memory of a dear mum 
and granny Mary, who 
died May 17, 2004
If memories bring us 
closer
We’re never far apart
Because you’re always in 
our thoughts
And forever in our hearts.
- Paul, Lorraine and 
family.
STEELE -  Loving 
memories of our dad Ian 
who died  May 9, 1984
Love Morag and Alan
STEPHEN – In loving 
memory of our dear dad, 
William (Bill) who died on 
May 13,  1987.  
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
Love always
George, William, Derek, 
Katie and Fiona x
WATT – In loving memory 
of our mother, Mary Watt 
(Mamie) who died May 
12, 1984.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- Catherine and family, 
Tobermory.  Arthur, Sheena 
and family, Alexandria. 

MACCOLL - Ronald 
and Fiona (née Jackson), 
are absolutely delighted 

to announce the safe 
arrival of their son, Ross 

Stewart, on  May 6, 
2011 at RAH, Paisley.  

A beautiful baby brother 
for Eva and Roan.

MEMBERS of the Inner Wheel from 
around the UK came to Oban for a Dis-
trict Rally to mark a double celebration 
for the local branch. 

The reception in the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls, courtesy of Argyll 
and Bute Council, gave the Oban 
branch the opportunity to celebrate its 
60th anniversary but the occasion also 
marked the end of Ann Urwin’s tenure 
as district chairwoman. 

Ann, from Kilchrenan, is a member 
of the Oban branch and has spent the 
past year in charge of district 23 – an 

area that covers the west coast from 
Fort William to Stranraer and most of 
Glasgow. The Oban members were also 
delighted to welcome Pam McConnell, 
the Inner Wheel Association president, 
and four other district chairwomen.

district rally has been in Oban for a 
number of years and only the second 
time it has ever been here, so it is great 
to be able to host it once more.

‘Although this is our annual rally and 
the climax of the year, it is also a 60th 
birthday for the Oban branch.’

Ann, who has been involved with the 
Inner Wheel for more than 30 years, 
said her year as district chairwoman 
had involved ‘a lot of travelling’ and 
that she was now looking forward to a 
holiday.

Longest serving Oban branch mem-
bers Helen Jackson and Bobbie Cathro 
cut the cake to mark the 60th birthday.

As well as Inner Wheel guests from 
around the country, the event was at-
tended by Argyll and Bute councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre and Oban Rotary 
Club president John Hyde.

Inner Wheel Association president Pam McConnell, front row, fourth from left, and district chairwoman Ann Urwin, front 
row, fi fth from left, are joined by members of the Inner Wheel Oban branch. 15_t19wheel01

Double celebration at Inner Wheel rally

OBITUARIES

Dr Michael Richmond Droop 
(1918 – 2011)

MICHAEL was born in London 
November 3, 1918 and died in Taynuilt 
on March 20, 2011. He spent his early 
years in Liverpool as his father was 
Professor of Classical Archaeology at 
the university. 

Family holidays were spent in the 
Lake District where he developed his 
love and interest in wildlife. He went to 
prep school near Folkestone at the age 
of 10 and at 14 went to Marlborough 
College, where he ‘survived the rigours 
of community life’, and later sent his 
sons. 

In 1937 he entered Trinity College, 
Cambridge to study medicine (at his 
father’s choice) combined with botany 
and, in his second year, English Litera-
ture. 

However, when it came to sitting 
part one of the Tripos exams in 1939, 
Michael went to the opera the Marriage 
of Figaro instead! The result was he 
was sent down and made to telephone 
his father to explain.

At the beginning of the war he was 
called up to serve in the army where the 

material’. 
His artistic interests led to him being 

in Aldershot and later the the bomb 
disposal company in south London 
during the blitz of 1940. 

He then volunteered for a radio 
location course and worked on radar in 

was to Nigeria to devise ways of pro-
tecting radar installations from fungal 
moulds. While in Nigeria, Michael, 
having been a painter since he was 16, 

to read Shakespeare’s sonnets, another 
of his great loves. 

After the war he became a scenic 
artist for a rep theatre company, but 
turned down the offer of a place at the 
Slade School of Fine Art to return to 
academia. 

In 1946 he began a botany and zool-
ogy course in Liverpool University, 

in 1950 he returned to Cambridge to do 
a PhD in microbiology. 

It was there that he met and fell in 
love with Margarete, a German who 
had been through the horrors of war 
in her home town of Wupetal and had 
come to England with a team studying 
malnutrion in post-war Germany. 

In spite of family disapproval they 
married in 1951. In 1952 Michael ac-
cepted a post at the Marine Biological 
Station at Millport on the Isle of Cum-
brae and was given freedom to develop 
his own research interests. While there, 
Margarete and he had three sons: 
Giles, Christopher and Stephen, who 
in the course of time gave them eight 
grandchildren. 

After 17 years on the island Michael 
and Margerete moved to Taynuilt when 
the marine lab moved to Dunstaffnage.

to marine algae (phytoplankton), in 
particular growth rates in relation to 
nutrient concentration. 

He became renowned for his ‘Droop 
Equation’ on cell-quota which related 
growth rate to cell internal nutrient 
concentration. 

Michael built up his own collection of 
algae which were free of bacteria, this 
led eventually to the Dunstaffnage lab 
having the national collection of both 
marine and freshwater algae. A great 
deal of his early work was devoted to 

- very time consuming work, but es-
sential for further research.

Bach Orchestra and enjoyed listening 
to classical music. He was an active 
founder member of the Oban Arts 
Society, painting landscapes, life and 
portraits. 

He was a very practical man, making 
his own picture frames and adapting 
his own lab equipment, particularly 
electronics and occasionally using Mec-
cano! 

Another of his hobbies was collecting 
fungi which he used in his cooking.

After Margarete’s death in 1996 he 
was totally independent until a stroke 
just after his 90th birthday in 2008, 
after which he had carers to look after 
his physical needs. 

But his mind was alert and he con-
tinued to converse on a wide range of 
subjects to the end of his life.   

MS

Eminent scientist who made Taynuilt his home

ELEANOR Freda MacKintosh, a much-
loved primary teacher in the Lochaber 
area, has died at the age of 98.

Mrs MacKintosh was born in Leek, 
Staffordshire, in 1912, the daughter of a 
pharmacist and a primary teacher. She 
had an older sister, Mary, and a younger 
brother, Bryant. 

At school she developed a special 
aptitude for English language and 
literature, history, foreign languages 
and biology. She was a member of the 

athletics. 
She left school in 1929 and entered 

teacher training college, from where 
she went into primary teaching in 
Liverpool. 

Weekends and holidays were spent 
walking, climbing and potholing. She 
was a member of the Youth Hostels 
Association and assisted the leader of a 
pack of Cub Scouts in Warrington. 

In 1941, during a visit to Inverness, 
she was introduced to a fellow Scout, 
Alexander Duncan MacKintosh. The 
happy couple were married in St Nini-
an’s Cathedral, Perth, in 1942.

spent in Perth, from where Eleanor 
travelled to Dundee to teach. In 1946, 

following the appointment of Alex as 
public health inspector in Fort William, 
the family moved to Lochaber. 

Here Eleanor formed friendships that 
were to last for the remainder of her life. 
In 1956, the head teacher of Banavie 
School, Walter Cameron, persuaded 
her to return to primary teaching. 

For the next 16 years she taught, prin-
cipally at infant level, with great skill, 
professionalism and commitment. 

She entered her classes in the Loch-

aber Music and Drama Festival and 
became well known for the high quality 
of her music, drama and poetry. 

She was much loved by her pupils, 
and her legacy is still present within 
the population of Lochaber. After her 
formal retiral in 1972, she continued to 
respond to requests for supply teaching, 
principally at the school at Achaphubuil. 

at the age of 67. 
She lived for many years in Lochview 

Estate and eventually moved into 
sheltered housing in Victoria Court. 
Her mind remained razor-sharp. At 
the age of 98, it became clear to her 
that she needed extra help, and she 
died, contentedly and peacefully, in the 
MacKintosh Centre, Mallaig.

Eleanor Freda MacKintosh was very 
much her own woman. Never one to shy 
away from responsibility, she brought 
up two sons and soldiered on for 50 
years after the death of her husband. 
Her stubbornness saw her through. In 
the years that she was out and about, 
she was always immaculately dressed, 
with a great sense of colour. 

She is survived by her two sons, 
Graeme and Michael, and her grand-
daughter, Katy.

Much-loved primary school teacher mourned

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
‘IF ACTS have no consequences, then 
do what you like.’

I once read the above statement on the 
back of the Salvation Army ‘War Cry’ 
Magazine.  

We all know of course, that acts DO 
have consequences, some more serious 
than others.  

Generally speaking, nearly all our 
acts or choices relate to consequences 
in this life.  

However, there is one act or choice 
that has eternal consequences for us 
and that is whether or not we choose 
to believe in God and the Salvation He 
has provided for us in His Son Jesus 
Christ.

As we are all descendants of Adam 
who sinned against God in the begin-
ning, we are all sinners and need to 
be saved from the judgement of God 
against sin.

The Bible is very clear about this 
Salvation from sin, which God has 
provided through the death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ, and that it is 

free to all who will come to Him in 
faith and receive it.  

The Bible is also very clear that anyone 
who refuses this Salvation will be the 
recipient of God’s condemnation and 
will suffer separation from the House 
of God and His blessings for ever.

Of course this aspect of the work of 
God, namely His present attitude of 

of unrepentant sinners, is not popular 
nowadays.  

Modernist preaching and teaching 
had denied the complete counsel of God 
and His overall attitude to the creation 
and mankind in particular.  

Part of that is the denial of the exist-
ence of sin and how it is viewed by 
God. 

There is a message prevailing today 
that God is love per se and that every-
thing will turn out okay in the end for 
everybody.  

This is simply not true; God’s love 
was not expressed regardless of His 
own perfect Holiness and sinlessness.

Another prevailing lie is that we will 
be saved by our works if they were 
good enough.  

The fallacy of this doctrine is that it 
puts God in mankind’s debt.  Then God 
would owe it to the successful worker to 
save him or her.

We even have a lady in Iona denying 
God has any part in earthquakes or 
Tsunamis etc.  

This is said by her because she says 

loving God we meet in Jesus.  
However, it was Jesus Christ Himself 

(who is also God), who forecast the 
earthquakes that would come in the 
last days of this present age, (which is 
the church age), which is parallel to the 
period of the Gentile rule.  

regarding these matters than He was, so 
we would all be wise to consider these 
matters seriously.

J A Elliot
Inveraray

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Taynuilt ready for 
‘biggest ever game’
Stage set for Celtic Society Cup semi finals

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
                                  P W D L Pts
Kyles     8  7  1  0  15
Kingussie  8  4  2  2  10
Newtonmore 7  3  3  1   9
Fort William 7  3  1  3   7
Oban Camanachd 8  3  1  4   7
Glenurquhart 7  3  1  3   7
Lovat  8  3  1  4   7
Inveraray  7  3  0  4   6
Kilmallie  7  3  0  4   6
Glenorchy  7  0  0  7   0

Marine Harvest
North Division One
                                  P W D L Pts
Kinlochshiel 4  4  0  0   8
Caberfeidh 4  3  0  1   6  
Lochaber  4  2  0  2   4
Lochcarron 4  1  2  1   4
Beauly  4  1  1  2   3
Inverness  4  1  1  2   3
Skye  4  1  0  3   2
Strathglass                4  1  0  3   2

Marine Harvest
South Division One
                                  P W D L Pts
Bute  6  6  0  0  12
Taynuilt  6  3  1  2   7
Glasgow MA 4  3  1  0   7
Lochside Rvrs 7  3  1  3   7
Ballachulish 6  3  0  3   6
Kyles Athletic 6  3  0  3   6
Kilmory  4  1  0  3   2
Aberdour  6  1  0  5   2
Oban Celtic 5  0  1  4   1

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Glengarry  6  6  0  0  12
Newtonmore 7  6  0  1  12
Fort William 5  4  1  0   9
Kingussie  7  4  0  3   8
Lochaber  7  3  0  4   6
Lovat  5  3  0  2   6
Glenurquhart 7  2  0  3   4
Kinlochshiel 8  2  0  6   4
Skye  8  2  0  6   4
Kilmallie  6  0  1  5   1

Marine Harvest
South Division Two
                                  P W D L Pts
Strachur  7  6  0  1  12
Tayforth  6  4  1  1   9
Bute  7  3  2  2   8
ColGlen  6  4  0  2   8
Ballachulish 6  3  0  3   6
Glasgow MA 7  2  1  4   5
Inveraray  7  2  0  5   4
Aberdour   8  1  0  7   2

Marine Harvest
North Division Three
                                  P W D L Pts
Aberdeen U 8  8  0  0  16
Boleskine 9  6  1  2  13
Caberfeidh 7  5  0  2  10
Beauly  7  4  1  2   9
Lochcarron 7  3  1  3   7
Lochbroom 7  2  3  2   7
Inverness  7  2  0  5   4
Ardnamurchan 9  2  0  7   4
Strathglass 7  1  1  5   3
Lewis   6  0  1  5   1

Shinty results, fixtures and league tables

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Lochaber full of confidence for tie
Lochaber’s Lachlan Campbell and Oban Celtic’s John McCormack battle for possession. 07_t19celtic02  

THE MACAULAY Association 
helped Oban High School attend 
the Aviemore First Shinty Festival 
and provided new training tops 
for the players.

The playing squad also received 
generous support from the Ryan 
MacPhail Memorial Fund, as 
well as raising nearly £100 
themselves.

The two day event attracts 
schools throughout Scotland 

Davy Hamilton, secretary of the Macaulay 
Association, presents Oban High School shinty 
players with their new training tops.

providing a full programme of 
coaching and competition.

Oban High School’s team, the 
youngest and least experienced 
in this year’s festival, outstripped 
their expectations.

placings, they played very well 
and were defeated narrowly by 
eventual tournament winners and 
old rivals, Drummond School 
from Inverness.

Macaulay Association 
help Oban High School

Results 7th May 2011
Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup - 1st Round
Inverness 3, Taynuilt 4.
Glasgow MA 4, Strathglass 0.  
Kilmory 0, Lochcarron 2.
Oban Celtic 0, Lochaber 8.
Kinlochshiel 2, Beauly 1.
Bute 6, Skye Camanachd 1.
Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup - 2nd Round
Kinlochshiel 1, Skye 3.
Inveraray 0, Aberdeen Uni 5.
Lovat 3, Beauly 2.   
Caberfeidh 2, Tayforth 3.
Glasgow MA 0, Kyles Ath 7.
Glengarry 2, Glenurquhart 3.
Kingussie 7, Lochside Rovers 2
Lochaber v Strathglass, post-

team, walkover to Lochaber.
Scottish Hydro
Premier Division 
Fort William 0, Newtonmore 1.
Kingussie 3, Inveraray 2.

Kyles Athletic 3, Kilmallie 0.
Oban Camanachd 1, Lovat 2.
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Ballachulish 3, Aberdour 2
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Fort William 2, Kilmallie 0
Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Ballachulish 4, Aberdour 0.
Col Glen 1, Bute 0.
Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Inverness 1, Boleskine 3.
Lochbroom v Lochcarron, post-
poned. Points to Lochbroom

All throw-ups 2.30pm unless 
stated otherwise
Co-operative MacTavish Cup 

Newtonmore v Fort William, Colin 
MacDonald (3pm)

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
Glenurquhart v Glenorchy, Charles 
Young.
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Aberdour v Glasgow Mid Argyll, 
David Mitchell (3pm)
Lochside Rovers v Kyles Athletic, 
Ronnie Campbell;
Kilmory v Oban Celtic,
Dougie Cameron.
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Fort William v Newtonmore, Rob-
ert Morrison;
Glenurquhart v Glengarry, Graeme 
MacMillan;
Kilmallie v Kinlochshiel,
Robert Baxter;
Lochaber v Kingussie,
Willie MacRae (noon);
Lovat v Skye,
Barrie Dallas. 
Marine Harvest

South Division 2
Aberdour v Glasgow Mid Argyll, 
George O’Rourke (noon);
Inveraray v Col Glen,
Iain Kennedy (noon); 
Strachur v Ballachulish,
Innes Wood;
Tayforth v Bute,
Euan Pearson
Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Aberdeen Uni v Inverness,
Jock Matheson;
Strathglass v Beauly,
Kevin Cheeseman;
Boleskine v Lochcarron,
John Sloggie;
Lewis v Lochbroom,
John MacLeod 
(at Shawbost).

Goal judges Ron Millican, Allan 
MacPherson;
Kingussie v Kilmallie,
Billy Wotherspoon (12.30pm) 
Goal judges Russell Ross, Gus 
Campbell.
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup

Taynuilt v Oban Camanachd, 
Graham Cameron (3.30pm)
Goal judges Brian Davies, Angus 
MacFadyen);
Inveraray v Kyles Athletic,
Deek Cameron (3pm)
Goal judges Willie Anderson, John 
Crawford).
Balliemore Cup
Beauly v Skye,
Donald MacRae;
Caberfeidh v Kinlochshiel,
Graham Irving;
Bute v Ballachulish,
Dunkie Kerr;
Lochaber v Lochcarron,
John Angus Gillies (3pm) 

THE draw for the second 
round of The Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup is:

Taynuilt v Kingussie
Oban Camanachd v Kyles 

Athletic
Lochcarron v Kilmallie
Inveraray v Lochaber

Glenorchy v Lovat
Bute v Glasgow Mid Argyll
Newtonmore v Fort William
Kinlochshiel v Glenurquhart
Ties are scheduled for 

taking place at Bught Park, 
Inverness, on September 17.

Camanachd Cup second round draw

TAYNUILT’S Celtic Society 
-

manachd this weekend is the 
biggest in the club’s history, ac-
cording to coach Fraser Inglis.

The club has never reached 
the latter stages of a senior cup 
but following an impressive 

at Inverness last weekend, and 
with home advantage, the South 
Division One team will believe a 
victory is possible.

Fraser said: ‘This is the biggest 
game Taynuilt has ever played in 
and it has all the ingredients for a 

and we are at home in a derby 
match.

‘It is a big occasion for us and 
we want to enjoy the game and 
give a good account of ourselves. 
If we could win this game it 
would be fantastic.

played an established Premier 
League team since we reformed 
four years ago and Camanachd 
will be strong favourites.’

Marc Beaton (broken ankle) is 
the only absentee for Taynuilt. 
The match will have a 3.30pm 
throw-up.

Last weekend saw Stuart Scott 
continue his goalscoring form 
with his second hat-trick in as 
many weeks and Michael Mac-
Queen also got on the scoresheet.

Fraser added: ‘The hat-tricks 
are just reward for Stuart who 

always works hard for the team.’
Another late goal in consecu-

tive games cost OBAN CAMA-
NACHD dearly on Saturday at 

The home team were without 
top scorer Aidan MacIntyre but 
opened the scoring through a 
great Scott MacMillan strike.

Lovat equalised through Fraser 
Gallagher to make the half time 
score 1-1.

Both teams had chances in the 
second half but James MacPher-
son converted a controversial 
Lovat penalty in the 82nd minute 

the attention of referee, who had 
not seen an infringement.

Camanachd manager Diarmid 
MacMillan said: ‘We should have 

second half as we had three or 
four clear chances to score. 

‘If we are going to take points 
we need to convert our shots.

‘We look forward to having 
Aidan back this week as we did 
miss him up front.’

Looking forward to the clash 
against Taynuilt, Diarmid said: 
‘We will go into this game with 
caution as Taynuilt are playing 
really well. We don’t expect to 
just turn up and win because they 
will make it tough and they have 

some good players. If we play like 
we have been in recent games 
then we should give them a hard 
task to overcome but anything 
can happen in shinty. One thing 
is for sure, both teams will be 
really up for it.’

KYLES ATHLETIC are hun-
gry for success this season, ac-
cording to trainer James Perlich, 
and have made the Celtic Society 

However,  holders Inveraray, are 
the next hurdle and will present 
a formidable obstacle but Kyles 
believe Winterton Park is not the 
fortress is once was.

James said: ‘It is their cup to lose 
and the boys are looking forward 
to the game on Saturday.

‘Since we managed to beat 
them in Inveraray in the league, 
we have got that self belief that 
Winterton is not the stronghold it 
used to be.

‘Our boys are desperate for 
silverware and this cup is one 
they can win.’

Youngster Zac Coley could 
feature for Kyles again this 
weekend after the 15 year old put 
in a performance that belied his 
tender years in the home victory 
over Kilmallie.

Dunkie Kerr, Fraser MacDonald 
and Roddie MacDonald scored 

match they dominated.

time we clicked for an entire 90 

minutes last Saturday and that is 
exactly what we had asked of the 
team.’

Kyles could be without Peter 
Currie for the game on Saturday 
but otherwise have a full squad 
available.

For his part, INVERARAY
manager John Smylie says his 
team will go into the Celtic Cup 

Kyles with no fear. 
The men from the Royal Burgh 

of the season at Winterton.
John said: ‘We are quietly con-

They have not lost a game all 
season but someone has to beat 
them, and I think we could do it 
on Saturday. It is a game the boys 
are always up for.’

John should have a full squad to 
pick from for the grudge match 
against Kyles, although Grant 

through injury.
The peerless Ronald Ross was 

the difference once again in last 
weekend’s 3-2 defeat at Kingus-
sie in the Premier League in what 
was ironically Inveraray’s best 
performance of the season. Two 
Neil Campbell goals had put the 
visitors 2-1 ahead at half time 
but James Hutchison equalised 
in the second half before Ross 
scored the winner, his second of 
the match.

PREVIEW
by EUAN PATERSON

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Familiar foes square up once again
NEWTONMORE and Fort Wil-
liam will go head-to-head for the 
second time in a week following 
last weekend’s 1-0 away win for 
the reigning league champions.

’More took both points after 
Fraser Mackintosh scored the 
only goal of the game with 20 

game with 11 men after having 
Alex Duncan sent off for getting 
two yellow cards.

Newtonmore also had two 
second half goals ruled out, and 
manager Norman MacArthur 
told The Oban Times he was not 
happy with the referee’s deci-

disallowed for offside, and I’m 
not sure that was the right call. 
The second one was some kind 
of infringement and I’m not sure 
about that one either.

‘We didn’t play very well in the 

MacArthur will have a full 
squad to choose from for this 
weekend’s MacTavish Cup game 
at The Eilan and said they would 
play the same style they had at An 
Aird. 

‘We play the same way all the 
time home or away,’ he said. ‘We 

never change it.’
FORT WILLIAM head for 

The Eilan on Saturday deter-
mined to avenge their narrow 
defeat to Newtonmore.

The Co-operative MacTavish 

be every bit as combative as the 
league encounter.

Fort have Liam MacIntyre as a 
doubt after the defender picked up 
a nasty hand injury in last Satur-
day’s match, while Alex Duncan 

Duncan got his marching orders 
from ref Billy Wotherspoon in a 
needless sending off when he was 
twice booked for dissent late on 
as Fort pressed for an equaliser.

The reverse leaves Fort in an 
unaccustomed mid-table position 
as Kingussie and Newtonmore 
emerge as the biggest challengers 
to runaway leaders Kyles, so it 
could be that Peter MacIntyre’s 
men will have to rely on the 
cup competitions to add to their 
silverware – not a view the coach 
shares.

‘We won’t be giving up on the 
league and we still have three cup 
competitions as well,’ he told The 
Oban Times.

‘I still feel we are on the right 
track - we are getting plenty of 
the ball and all we need is a break 
in front of goal. I’m upbeat.’

KINGUSSIE manager Steven 
Borthwick is not expecting an 
easy game when Kilmallie visit 
The Dell in the MacTavish Cup 
on Saturday.

He said he has a full squad to 
choose from, but said the youth 
in Kilmallie’s side would ensure 

He said: ‘I’m expecting another 
very close game. They have a 
very young squad, and I’m not 
expecting an easy game by any 
means.

‘Ronald [Ross] isn’t 100 per 
cent yet but he is slowly getting 

‘He’s not playing anywhere near 

his best yet but he’s till scoring 
goals. He’s phenomenal,’ added 
the manager. 

Kings go into the game follow-
ing a 3-2 victory against Inveraray 
after a tough game at The Dell.

‘It was touch and go really, 
it could have gone either way. 
Their form hasn’t been great this 
season, but they played well here, 
which they always do. The Dell 
suits them because it’s a big wide 
open park.’

‘We played reasonably well, it 
was a bit of a loss of concentra-
tion that lost us the goals, and 
we’ve got a bit of a habit of doing 
that.’

Meanwhile, KILMALLIE
head for The Dell on Saturday 
looking to turn over Kingussie on 

of the Co-operative MacTavish 
Cup on the back of a defeat..

The Canal Parks side will be 
keen to hit the goal trail again 
after drawing a blank at Kyles last 
Saturday in their 3-0 defeat, with 
goals from Dunkie Kerr, Roddie 
MacDonald and Fraser MacDon-
ald proving the difference.

Kilmallie will be boosted by 
the return of Peter Carmichael 
and John Stewart, says chairman 
Hugh MacIntyre.

‘We will have a full squad avail-
able on Saturday at The Dell,’ he 
said. 

‘It’s a good shinty park which 
will suit us – but it will suit 
Kingussie as well. I think we 
will give them a good show. They 
have not been playing that well, 
but now that they have Ross back 
they are improving.

‘We will play our usual game 
and if the boys are on form they 
can hold their own. 

‘Their main man is Ronald Ross 
and it is up to us to play him out 
of the game.

‘Their defence has tightened 
up a bit so it’s up to forwards 

players to do it.’

LOCHABER take on Lochcar-
ron in the Balliemore Cup on 
Saturday, and will be high on 

Celtic 8-0 last weekend.
They will go into the game 

without Neil MacDonald, after 
the Scotland international was 

and will be missing for at least six 
weeks.

Manager Michael Delaney said 
they would miss having him in 
the side. 

‘It’s disappointing. Neil’s been a 
big strong player for us. But we’ll 
put together the strongest squad 
we’ve got,’ he said. 

‘We’ve got quite a tight squad, 
but we’re trying to get a balance 
between youth and experience. 
It’s been working well for us so 
far this season.

‘When we’re playing at home 
we’ve always got a chance.’

Oban kept out their northern 

goals were scored in seven min-
utes, from Ryan Toal, Lachlan 
Campbell and two for Ben Dela-

before half time to effectively end 
the game as a contest. 

Martin Johnstone made it six 
after the break, and Campbell 
got his second of the game before 
Delaney rounded off the scoring 
and his hat trick with the eighth 
goal of the game.

LOCHCARRON face the 
tricky trip to Spean Bridge after 
defeating Kilmory 2-0 in the 

Cup last weekend, with Kieran 
Murray and top scorer Criosdan 
Finlayson scoring the goals.

KINLOCHSHIEL travel to 

Balliemore Cup clash in good 
heart after last weekend’s hard 

Cup win against Beauly at 
Kirkton.

Neil MacVicar put ’Shiel ahead 
after 14 minutes and the home 
side doubled their advantage 

midway through the second half.
Beauly pulled one back through 

Barrie MacDonald, but ’Shiel 
coach Johnston Gill felt his side 
were always in control.

‘It was a very tight game, but 
that was them at full srength. 
They have a good mix of youth 

to break down, but I always felt 
comfortable the way the game 
was going,’ he said.

‘It was a close game but over the 
piece I thought we just shaded it 
– although we have not reached 
the heights since we played 
Kingussie.

‘We go to Caberfeidh knowing 
that no team in North Division 
1 can be taken for granted and 

they are going to be no pushover 
– although we will be disap-
pointed if we don’t win it. We 
will be without Finlay MacRae 
but apart from that we will have 
a full squad.’

SKYE CAMANACHD take 
on Beauly in the Balliemore 

after being on the wrong end 
of a 6-1 scoreline at Bute in the 

weekend.
The long trip south took its 

toll on Nui MacDonald’s squad 

regulars took its toll. A 49th 
minute Alastair MacDonald goal 
was Skye’s only consolation.

Nui, though, remains upbeat 
for the trip to Beauly and reckons 
scorelines so far this season are 
doing his team scant justice as 
Skye continue to seek continuity 
and consistency.

‘Last Saturday was just one of 
those days – Bute deserved to 
win, but not by that much,’ he 
said.  ‘We had a good few scoring 

we really should have made more 
of. If we had, things might have 
been different.

‘Danny Morrison and Robbie 
MacDougall are both injured 
so we will be without them on 
Saturday, but apart from that our 
squad should be stronger. 

‘But even if we do get our full 
team together it will be a couple 
of weeks before we can get our 
act together. For some of the boys 

Back in league action after 
having last weekend off, GLEN-
URQUHART will be at near 
full strength for Saturday’s game 
against bottom side Glenorchy at 
Blairbeg Park.

Stewart Reid will miss the game 
due to work commitments, but 
John Barr and Andrew Corrigan 
will be available and manager 
Jim Barr is also hopeful Neil Reid 
will have recovered from a knock 
he picked up against Lovat two 
weeks ago.

Glenorchy have yet to win a 
league game this year and are 
rooted to the bottom, but Barr told 
The Oban Times his side would 

the game.
-

dent, but we certainly won’t be 
taking them lightly.’

Barr also said he wasn’t sure 
what kind of effect the free 
weekend would have on the 

-
cult to say, but it has been to Neil 

big plus for us.
‘I think we’ve played enough 

games this season to have got 
rid of any rustiness, so hope-
fully we’ll be in good shape for 
Saturday.’

GLENORCHY manager Allan 
MacKechinie has challenged his 
team to prove they have what it 
takes to compete in the Scottish 
Hydro Premier Division.

The Dalmally side have lost 
every game this season and travel 
to play a talented Glenurquhart 
side this weekend.

Allan said: ‘We have had a lot 
of injuries this season and I have 

to put more effort into training. A 
lot of these teams are technically 
better than us but if we match 

better chance against them.
‘We are competing in games 

until 60 or 70 minutes, so it 
doesn’t take a genius to work out 
what is wrong.’

Alex MacPherson, who broke 
his jaw earlier this season, could 
be back training within the next 
few weeks.

With cup competitions to the 
fore this weekend, LOVAT will 
not lift a caman in anger until 
next Saturday’s Macaulay Cup 
clash with Fort William.

For the Kiltarlity men, the mini-
break could not have come at a 
better time after last weekend’s 
bruising encounter at Oban 
Camanachd.

The 2-1 win was a crucial one 

mid-table pack – but for coach 
John MacRitchie it was a very 
hard won victory.

‘We were probably fortunate to 
get a win but I was delighted with 
the way the boys played.

‘We can relax a bit in training 
and the break will give players 
time to recover. Lorne MacKay 
started against Oban but lasted 
only 10 minutes. One or two 
other boys got knocks so the extra 
week will help them. 

‘It was a very disciplined 
performance and there’s a good 

now. The victory keeps us right in 
the mix as everybody else seems 
to be dropping points.’

Davy Hamilton of OBAN 
CELTIC has challenged his club 
to focus their energy on the league 
and start picking up points.

Following some disappointing 
cup defeats, Davy said the league 
should be the clear priority for the 
players.

He said: ‘We have to start pick-
ing up points, starting with the 
game at Kilmory this weekend.

‘We are back to league business 
and that the nitty-gritty.’

The team’s injured players 
should be back in action for Sat-
urday but Celtic are still without 
forward Kenny Wotherspoon 
through suspension, one of three 
key players missing from last 
weekend’s heavy defeat against 

Lochaber at Ganavan. Davy said: 
‘On Saturday we were missing 
Kenny, Gary McKerracher and 
Neil Carmichael, who are all 
important players for us.

‘I don’t know whether it would 
have changed the result but they 
would have made a difference. 
We had plenty of chances but the 
goalkeeper made half a dozen 
good saves. It certainly wasn’t 

KILMORY are looking for-

game for a number of weeks 
when they host fellow strugglers 
Oban Celtic this weekend.

The Mid Argyll side are just 
one point ahead of Celtic and 
are also looking to pick up some 
form after being knocked out of 
the Camanachd Cup last weekend 
by Lochcarron. 

Three goals in 90 seconds killed 
off any hope LOCHSIDE ROV-
ERS had of upsetting Kingussie’s 
second team in the Aberdein 
Considine Sutherland Cup.

Despite being 2-0 up after 35 
minutes, Kingussie staged a 
determined comeback to win 
7-2; veteran Kevin Thain led the 

However Lochside co-manager 
David McInnes, who will serve 
a touchline ban this weekend 
against Kyles Athletic, says the 
game was more evenly matched 
than the scoreline suggests.

‘They got it back to 2-2 after 61 
minutes, then we were denied a 
stonewall penalty when Daniel 
MacKinnon was up-ended as he 
went to shoot.

‘At 4-2 they scored a further 
three goals in the space of 90 
seconds, which killed the game 
off as a contest. 

‘The boys were good for 70 
minutes but we need to learn to 
close games out.’

Two-goal Ian Campbell, on 
his comeback game from injury, 
Peter Currie and Keith MacMil-
lan were Lochside’s stand-out 
players. Brian MacCallum is the 
only doubt for this weekend’s 
game against Kyles.

BALLACHULISH will face a 

the Balliemore Cup.
The home side have a 100 per 

cent record in South Division One 
and have beaten Ballachulish 3-1 
already this season.

Ballachulish manager Willie 
Sutherland, who is still without 
injured captain Darren Suther-
land, admitted it would be a tough 
game but took heart from the way 
his side played at The Meadows, 
Rothesay, last time around.

Last week Ballachulish had to 
battle hard against Aberdour to 
secure a 3-2 home win.

Dougie Rankin and Gary Young 
(2) sealed the victory.
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Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1200

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
Mrs B MacDonald, Alma Road, Fort William and Mr M Campbell, Bridge of Weir, Renfrewshire

TABLE TENNISYoung Fort side 
impress in front
of new manager

Handicap event at 
the Nevis Centre

REPORT 
by STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Danny Conlon to take over for his third
stint in charge of the Lochaber club

FOOTBALL

Dragon’s Tooth GC
GOLF

Isle of Skye GC
GOLF

Fort William GC
GOLF

THERE were mixed fortunes for Fort William Cricket Club on Satur-
day as the reserves won at Nairn while the seniors lost to Huntly.

Fort seniors batted through all 45 overs scoring 109-9 against a 
strong bowling attack with the highlight being the 53-run stand by 
D J Duncan and Paul Farrell for the sixth wicket were the pick of the 

with 6-14 from 12 overs of swing bowling. 

innings, and Huntly were soon struggling at 5-3. Fort tried to capital-
ise on this promising start but Rough (32) and Muir (50) steadied the 
innings. Muir was sixth out with Huntly on 105, but he had played a 
captain’s innings to see Huntly home by 4 wickets.

Captain Paul Farrell praised his team for their battling spirit against 
a strong Huntly Team. ‘We had three new players in the team today 
and I was really pleased with their contribution. Everyone worked 
hard and we shall continue to make progress,’ he said.

-
ance saw Nairn all out for 101 off 26.3 overs with Roy Wright taking 
4-31. 

THIS WEEKEND saw the 
second round of the Skye Cup (a 
best three from four round com-
petition). Young Iain Douglas 
and Angus Beaton maintained 
their good early season form to 
post score of net 64 and put both 
right back in the reckoning. On 
the day Iain Douglas won due to 
a better inward half, with no less 
than four players posting 66.

Results – 1, Iain Douglas 64 (bih); 2, 
Angus Beaton 64; 3= Dave Anslow, AI 
‘Starsky’ Campbell, Murdo Beaton and 
Jamie Beaton, all 66.

Skye Cup after two rounds – 1, Angus 
Beaton, 130; 2= Iain Douglas, 131; Jamie 
Beaton, 131; 3, Murdo Gordon, 133.

THE MAY Medal competition 
was held at Fort William Golf 
Club on Sunday, with Paul Brian 
winning after shooting a 69. 
James Duncan won the Senior 
May Medal on Saturday.

May Medal results – 1, Paul Brian 
84-15=69; 2, Neil Worsdall 86-15=71; 3, 
Nicholas Hough 82-10=72.

Senior Medal results – 1, James Duncan 
75-13=62; 2, Paul Brian 80-15=65; 3, 
Robert McCover 81-15=66.

TWO OF of Lochaber High 
School’s football teams have 
been crowned Highland 
champions as the football season 
draws to a close. 

In the under-13 league, the 

entire campaign undefeated, 
winning 13 games out of 13 to 
take the title.

The under-15 football team, 
all third years, also topped their 
league of eight teams after win-
ning 10, drawing one and and 

ahead of Dingwall Academy and 
Charleston Academy. Lochaber 

their league.

DRAGON’S Tooth Golf Club, 
Ballachulish, returns from the 
ladies’ April medal competition: 
1 Sue Watson 51-13.5 = 37.5; 2 Kate 
Ward 63-18 = 45.0; 3 Denise Stewart 
68-18 = 50.0. There were six participants 
and the medal was played over nine holes.

FORT WILLIAM Table Tennis 
Club is inviting players of all 
ages and abilities to enter its 
handicapped event in the Nevis 
Centre on Monday night.

Casual players who may not 
have played for a number of 
years are also welcome back 
to the sport and coaching is 
available for children.

Chairman Jim Hinchley said: 
‘If there is anyone out there 
who played a few years ago 
but doesn’t want to enter the 

along to get your hand back in 
- it’s a brilliant night’s entertain-
ment.’

The club is still hoping to 
get some inter-school matches 
organised. If any teacher or sport 
organiser can help they are asked 
to get in touch with Jim on 01397 
708827.

The club meets every Monday 
evening from 6.30pm-9pm. 

Fort’s Iain (Macky) MacLellan goes head to head with Turriff defender Michael 
Ralton. 20_f19footie01

BOXING

FORT WILLIAM’s young team 

against Turriff to impress the 
man about to become their new 
manager.

Fort youth coach Danny Conlon 
watched from the sidelines as 
Fort stunned the visitors with 

a deal with the club on Monday to 
become the new boss.

Danny’s number two and fellow 
youth coach Michael McEachen 
replace Calum MacLean and 
assistant James Annette, who are 

stepping down after three years 
in charge.

Fort chairman John Watssman 
is delighted at the appointments 
but harbours concerns the men 

youth level.
Fort have built their team around 

local talent this season thanks to 
a dynamic youth set-up - and that 
policy must continue, Watssman 
told The Oban Times.

Local Boys
‘We need perhaps to bring in 

one or two players but our policy 
remain the same – we want to put 
a team of local boys on the park 
and continue to develop local 
talent,’ he said.

‘That won’t change and with 
Danny at the helm there is the op-

portunity to develop that ambition 
further and he recognises that. He 
knows what he is working with 
the tremendous pool of young 
players we have right now.’

He added:  ‘I think it is a good 
appointment and I think Danny 
will bring in an aspect to the 
coaching side which perhaps 
will be more structured and 
disciplined.’

‘Danny has been manager twice 
before but for the last six years he 
has been involved with the youth 
teams, organising and co-ordinat-
ing the youth development side 
of the club. It will be very hard 

those places.’
On the park, Fort blew away 

display. Chris Macleod cleverly 
lobbed keeper Grant Pennet to 

double from Logan Barker and 
Michael Ellis had the home fans 
roaring approval.

Penalty Miss 
Mackenzie pulled one back 

before the break but there was 
no way back for the visitors, who 
missed a second half penalty to 
compound their woes.

The Lochaber men are now 

Thistle at the foot of the table 
and could leapfrog their wooden 
spoon rivals if they beat Nairn 
County next Wednesday.

SCHOOLCHILDREN from 
across Lochaber came together 
for an inter-school rugby compe-
tition on a sunny day at Banavie 
last week.

Pupils from 19 primary schools 
and three secondary schools from 

-
laig and Kinlochleven took part 
in the tournament, with parents 
and teachers on the sidelines 
showing their support.

After a morning of tough 

competition, Upper Achintore 
were crowned P4/5 winners after 

and Spean Bridge edged out St 

Competed
Five teams from Mallaig, 

Kinlochleven and Lochaber High 
Schools competed in the after-
noon, with Mallaig emerging as 
champions.

Pauline Donaldson, who helped 
organise the event, told The Oban 

Times pitchside: ‘It’s been a fabu-
lous day. I reckon we’ve had more 
than 200 boys and girls here. The 
point of today is to have fun, and 

‘We want to get the children 
out and active the whole day. 
They will all go away with happy 
memories and hopefully come 
back next year.’

Scotland international Max 
Evans and his Glasgow Warriors 

Banavie to hand out the trophies, 
but spent most of the day signing 
autographs.

Max told The Oban Times they 
had come to Lochaber to show 
their gratitude to fans in the area. 

He said: ‘They bring buses of 
fans to games in Glasgow, so that 
kind of support deserves some 
thanks. This is the least we can 
do. 

‘More of our games are on TV 
these days, and I’m sure a lot of 

these kids will watch and dream 
of being a rugby player, and hope-
fully some of them will make it.’

Lochaber’s youth rugby organis-
ers, saying: ‘A lot of schools in 
Glasgow wouldn’t have got a 
turnout like this. Whatever it is 
they are doing here, its clearly 
working.’

RUGBY

unbeaten 59 to see Fort home with Blanchard 45 not out and Fraser 
15 not out. 

Reserve captain Pete Shepherd said: ‘Sean is still new to cricket, 

contribution to the team’.
Match details: 
Seniors vs Huntly at the BA Club Fort William FWCC 109-9 (45 

overs) Huntly 110-6 (23.3 overs) Huntly won by 4 wickets FWCC 5 
points, Huntly 20.

Reserves vs Nairn played at Nairn: Nairn 101 all out (26.3 overs) 
FWCC 102-4 (33 overs) FWCC won by 6 wickets. FWCC 20 points; 
Nairn 5 

Abbey Ground, Fort Augustus; Sunday 15 May Reserve Cup vs Skye 
(same venue). Both games begin at 1.30.

CRICKET

Mixed fortunes for Fort William CC

Ally Craig of Spean 
Bridge tackles Caol Pri-
mary’s Kira MacDonald. 
20_f19rugby02

Left: P4/5 tournament 
winners Upper Achintore 
celebrate with Glasgow 
Warriors players Max 
Evans and Hefin O’Hare. 
20_f19rugby01

Mallaig High School defeated Lochaber ‘A’ in the sec-
ondary schools final. f19rugby02

P6/7 champions Spean Bridge Primary pose with 
their trophy. f19rugby01

Inter-schools rugby competition at Banavie

SCHOOL FOOTBALL

AIDAN Donnelly and Ryan 
Watson of Lochaber Phoenix 
Boxing Club made the long 
trip to Peterhead last weekend 
to compete in the headline bouts 
of of the host club’s boxing show .
Watson faced Ben Hewitson 
of Peterhead ABC in a real 
barnburner of a contest at mid-
dleweight. Within thirty seconds 
of the opening bell it become 
clear that while Watson possesed 
the much faster hands Hewitson 
had the advantage of the greater 
strength.

Round two saw the same type 
of action as neither boxer could 

bout then midway through the 
last Ryan appeared to hurt Ben 
with a bodyshot but he couldn’t 
capitalise.

but the Peterhead boxed edged the 
split decision. A rematch could 
be on the cards at the Lochaber 
club’s home show on June 4 at the 
Nevis Centre.

Everything seemed against Lochaber High are 
just champion

Boxers at Peterhead show

Aidan Donnelly against experi-
enced Greg Patterson of Peterhead 
ABC but the Fort man stormed 
out of the traps, though Patterson 

bit too much regularity for the 
Lochaber contingent’s liking.

In round two Donnelly 
once again took control of the 
bout and the third saw him 
cement his growing reputation 
as a thrill a minute warrior as 
he dominated the rapidly tiring 
Patterson to walk away with a 
unanimous decision and a very 
impressive victory.

Meanwhile, teenagers James 
Aitchison and Chris Bradley 

the weekend to attend another 
training camp with the Scottish 
national team. 

Both boxers will star in the 
June 4 event - a North of Scotland 
Select against a North of England 
select 

OT
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YOUTH FOOTBALL 

ATHLETICS

FOOTBALL

Saints Under 14s 
reach cup fi nal

OT

OBAN Saints Under 14s reached 

Title now down to 
three teams

GOLF
Isley Golf Club

SHINTY

SCOTTISH AMATEUR LEAGUE - PREMIER DIVISION
           P   W  D   L   F    A   Pts
Oban Saints        17   9   5   3   36   20   32
Kilpatrick        16   9   2   5   27   24   29
Greenock HSFP      17   7   4   6   27   28   25  
St Joseph’s        16   7   2   7   27   33   23
Thorn Athletic        15   6   3   5   24   27   21
Castlemilk        16   6   1   9   30   33   19
Cambria        16   5   2   9   19   22   17
Inverclyde        15   4   4   7   23   29   16    
Arkleston        13   4   3   6   19   21   15
Aikenhead          9   4   2   3   17   12   14

FRIDAY

9

15

11

Weather
Thursday Thundery Showers.
 Winds moderate west, south westerly.
 Temperatures 8ºC to 12ºC
Friday Thundery Showers.
 Winds moderate, west, north westerly, 
 Temperatures 9ºC to 11ºC. 
Weekend  Thundery Showers.
Outlook Winds moderate, south, south easterly. 
 Temperatures 9ºC to 10ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25 NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Telephone: 01631 562550

NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler

Sponsors the 
Oban Times 

weather

come rain 
or shine

e-mail: sport@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, May 12, 2011
are listed below with differences for major ports listed beneath. 
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date    am    pm
Thur  00.07 3.2 07.13 1.5 13.41 3.0 19.07     1.3
Fri  01.41 3.3 08.24 1.3 14.43 3.2         20 16    1.1
Sat  02.47 3.5 09.21 1.1 15.31 3.4 21.18     0.9
Sun  03.40 3.7 10.10 0.9 16.12 3.7 22.14     0.7
Mon  04.27 3.9 10.54 0.7 16.53 3.9 23.05     0.5
Tues  05.10 3.9 11.37 0.6 17.34 4.0 23.54     0.5
Wed  05.53 3.9 12.19 0.6 18.15 4.0 **.**     *.*
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

th

Jura Fells Race

Scottish Islands 
Peaks Race

ATHLETICS

Coach Jordan Gray (centre, white cap) and Lynda Oxland, Oban Tennis and Squash Club chairman (far right) with some of the many youngsters who took part in the 
open day at Atlantis Leisure on Sunday. 07_t19tennis01

Anyone for tennis in Oban?

Competitions

th

The winners of the Dalriada Trophy were Ian Smith 
and Maureen Goldie and also in the photograph is 
President Donald MacLean.

BOWLS

Dalriada trophy win

TENNIS

Action from the Oban Exiles v Cambuslang match. 
07_t19sevens03

Tobermory GC
GOLF

Primary football league roars back into action

Impressive

PRIMARY FOOTBALL

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Over 35s are now 
on cup duty

th

Paul Carmichael scores for Mull against Shawlands. 
07_t19sevens04

Full preview - see page 20

Cup thriller in store



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 175
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50286
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 175
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50286
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 175
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50286
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


