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World of wonderful talent at music and dance festival
Barra girls, from the Jane Douglas School of Dance, kicked off the choreography competitions during the Highlands and Islands Music 
and Dance Festival. 16_t19him19

THERE is a growing 
sense in Oban that police 

using less discretion when 
making arrests in order to 
reach policing targets.

But Oban’s senior police 

case and that ‘policing 

communities’ are at the 
heart of its operations. 

Frank Walton, an Oban 
businessman who has 
raised these concerns, said 
he felt he originally had no 
evidence that there might be 
a culture for targets until the 

annual police conference.
‘But now I know my 

he said. ‘I reckon that the 
bobby on the beat was 
being forced to do things by 
management because they 
have to meet targets.

‘We as a community we 
need the police and the 
police need us. The zealous 
pursuit of ticketing strains 
relationships between the 
police and the public.

‘We all make mistakes and 
tickets should not be issued 
if people are not being 
malicious, intentional or 
causing a problem.

‘I have spoken to one or 

and they tell me that things 
are changing for the worse 
in policing.

‘The police are being 
used to raise revenue by 
the issuing of tickets. 
The motorist is being 
consistently persecuted by 
the police and questions 
have to be raised of police 
managers why they want to 
work in such a way.’

Former Oban sergeant Neil 
Owen said: ‘The traditional 
use of discretion has been 
largely obviated in the drive 
to achieve policing targets. 

‘Small communities 
with close societal bonds 

family structures afford 
the opportunity for the 

with misdemeanours with 
discretion and still maintain 
respect and co-operation. 

‘The support of the wider 
community is absolutely 
paramount and deserving 

off-duty.  This methodology 
formally received 
recognition at the highest 
level in the case of Constable 
Danny Lapsley, on the Isle 
of Tiree, who was awarded 

the Queens Police Medal in 
2009,’ he added.

Sergeant Colin Johnston, 
of Oban, raised the issue 
as a motion at the Scottish 
Police Federation (SPF) 
conference.

in  Argyll and Dumbarton, he 
said: ‘The conference heard 
that policing by targets is 
leading to inappropriate 
and bad disposals or low-
level crime for the sake 
of generating statistics 
and where numbers have 
become more important 
than people.’

Continued on page 11

AN INCIDENT involving a quad bike has 
claimed the life of a nine-year-old boy on the 
Isle of Bute. 

The boy, who was named as Robert 
McAlister, was at his parent’s farm in 
Rothesay at the time of the incident, shortly 
after 6pm on Sunday, May 2. 

Wendy Brownlie, head teacher at Robert’s 
school, Rothesay primary, said : ‘Everyone 
associated with Rothesay Primary and the 
Joint Campus will be devastated to hear of 
this tragedy.

‘Robert was a popular boy who will be sadly 
missed by both pupils and staff. He was a 
sporty lad and was always up for trying out 
new challenges. 

‘He recently took part in national shinty 

which he’d only recently started but was very 
much enjoying. Tragically, he was particularly 
passionate about his quad bike.

‘Educational psychologists and the local 
chaplain will be in school to try to help 
the children come to terms with what has 
happened.

‘The thoughts of the entire school community 
are with Robert’s family and friends, and we 
will be doing all we can to support them.’

As The Oban Times went to press, police 
enquiries into the circumstances surrounding 
Robert’s death were ongoing and a report 

course.

Tribute to nine-year-old boy who died 
after island quad bike accident

THE PORT of Campbeltown 
was closed on Sunday, the 
town centre cordoned off 
and the bomb squad called 
when a dredger working in 
Campbeltown Loch brought 
more than it bargained for to 
the surface.

The crew of the dredger 
took a photograph of their 

and Campbeltown Harbour 
Master Stephen Scally 
forwarded it to the Royal 
Navy.

‘It was enough for us to see 
that it was a missile and to 
make haste and see it,’ said 
a spokesman for the Royal 
Navy.

Measuring four feet long 
and four inches in diameter, 
all markings had been 
corroded.

The item was described as 
‘a piece of historic ordnance,’ 
by members of the Northern 
Diving Group, based at HM 
Naval Base Clyde at Faslane, 
who attended.

They took the missile out 
into deep water beyond the 

it and detonated them.
‘The missile was not live; 

there was no secondary 

spokesman added.

closes port

A ‘NO FLY’ zone covering 
the west coast of Scotland 

Hebrides and Campbeltown 
this week. 

Flights between Glasgow, 
Islay, Campbeltown, Ben-
becula, Tiree and Stornoway 
were cancelled as winds 
carried new volcanic ash 
from Iceland into Scottish 
and Irish airspace. 

A decision on whether 

resume was being made on 
Wednesday afternoon.

Flights hit by 
volcanic ash again

POLICE are being commended after 
rescuing a woman who doused her-

ignite herself. 
Police were called to the incident 

on Sunday evening on Shuna Ter-
race, Oban. 

woman was still trying to light her 
lighter in front of a crowd of adults 
and children. The two immediately 
went to her aid to stop her. 

A police spokesman said: ‘These 

my mind they should be commended 
for saving this woman’s life.’

The woman was later charged with 
allegedly having a knife in her pos-
session.

Distressed woman tries 
to set herself on fire Don’t just vote 

for a politician.
Elect a local 
champion for 
Argyll and Bute

Promoted by Kenneth MacColl, 24 Alexandra Place, 
Oban, Argyll on behalf of Mike MacKenzie, 
1 Easdale Island, Oban, Argyll

Mike MacKenzie was born in 
Oban and has lived on Easdale 
Island since 1980 where he runs 
a successful building company.

A SUCCESSFUL Highlands and Islands Music 
and Dance Festival brought a fantastic buzz to 
Oban over the weekend with more than 1,200 
competitors singing, dancing and playing their 
way to the top of the talent pool. 

With 144 competitions over Thursday to Sunday 
many children from Argyll triumphed on the day.  

Popular events included songs from the shows, 
piping and Highland dance.

Starting the festival were children from Dunbeg, 
Lismore, Strath of Appin and Taynuilt primary 
schools who showed off their talents at dancing 
eightsome reels, with one group choosing to 
dance The Flying Scotsman to the delight of the 

audience and adjudicator.
A spokeswoman said: ‘What wonderful talent 

came and took part in the festival. And thanks 
to the hospitality of townsfolk and the beautiful 
sunshine everyone was showed off to their full 
ability.’  

See pages 12-13 for more photos and results.

A NUMBER of beds are 
to go at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital in Oban by October 
as part of cuts to the area’s 
health budget.

The plans were outlined 
last week in a paper to the 
Argyll and Bute Community 
Health Partnership (CHP) 
committee in Oban.

While the CHP could not 

under discussion, the report 
stated that they would be 
in the general surgery and 
general medicine wards.

As well as approving the 
cut in bed numbers, the CHP 

savings of £355,000 in the 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
budget.

In the 2010/11 budget 
Argyll and Bute CHP has 

which cuts will be made to 
achieve the organisation’s £4 

by NHS Highland’s board.
Derek Leslie, general 

manager for Argyll and Bute 
CHP, said that the changes 
would not affect the range or 
access of services available 
in the hospital.

He said:  ‘The CHP must 
make sure that we make the 
best use of resources and 
services at all our hospitals. 

Islands this can be achieved 
through increasing the use 
of the day case/day attendee 
service. These changes mean 

Beds to 
go at 
Oban
hospital

we need fewer inpatient 
beds but more day case/day 
treatment facilities which 
will improve the service to 
patients, ensuring we meet 
the nine-week waiting time 
target for treatment.’

Councillor Donald 
McIntosh, Argyll and Bute 
Council’s spokesman for 
health, said:  ‘In my role as 
spokesperson for health I 
have been working closely 
with the CHP on the redesign 
of health services in the 
area. I have been told that no 
patients will suffer as a result 
of these changes.’

Lasta King, convener of 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
Locality CHP Forum, said:  
‘Until we are informed of 
the numbers and details 

know whether or not it is a 
good move.’

Dr Andrew Henderson, 
a former consultant at the 
hospital, said:  ‘As long as 
patients do not have to wait 
any longer for treatment or 
have to go elsewhere for 
services, I would not be 
alarmed.’

Mr Leslie added:  ‘We will 
make sure that we engage 
with the public, patients and 
local communities before 
any decisions are made.’

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

EDEL KENEALY
ekenealy@obantimes.co.uk
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

MUN ÀM a bhios sibh a’ leughadh seo bidh an t-suirghe 
phoilitigeach seachad agus latha an taghaidh air tighinn. 
Ged nach d’ fhairich mi fhìn fad’ e; tha an sèorsa deasbad 
seo a’ còrdadh rium; theagamh gun robh e ro fhada le 
cuid de na tagraichean!  Tha cumhachd nam meadhanan 
an diugh  cho làidir, agus na goireasan aca cho ealanta is 
nach eil cha mhòr fois mionaid aig tagraichean.

Bha truas agam ri Gòrdan Mac ’ille Dhuinn bochd 
nuair a dhìochuimhnich e gun robh maicreafòn fhathast 
an crochadh ris, a’ farchluais air na bha e ag ràdh sa chàr. 
Cha b’ e a’ chiad duine a chaidh a ghlacadh mar sin ach 
cuiridh mi geall gum bi iad uile gu math faiceallach rèidh 
ùine!

Bidh e inntinneach faicinn dè a’ bhuaidh a thug deasbadan 
telebhisein air beachdan agus àireamhan luchd-bhòtaidh.  
Cha robh a leithid riamh againn agus nach bu mhath gun 
tigeadh buannachd às. Chòrd iad rium fhìn ged a bha mi 
ag ionndrainn dranndan luchd èisteachd mar a gheibheadh 
tu aig coinneamhan poblach den t-seòrsa. Ach bu mhath 
an cothrom dhan mhòr-shluagh ceannardan nam prìomh 
phartaidhean a chluinntinn mar seo, agus ’s fheàirrde 
poileataigs Bhreatainn sin.

Ged a tha mi a’ tuigsinn argamaidean Nàiseantaich na 
h-Alba agus na Cuimrigh a thaobh nan deasbadan, tha 
mi ag aontachadh le co-dhùnaidhean na cùrtach agus nan 
craoladairean gun robh e ceart cothrom a thoirt dhaibhsan 
ann am prògraman air leth.

Ach tha e bunaiteach dha prionnsabalan deamocrasaidh 
gum bheil cothrom aig na caochladh phartaidhean – ge b’ 
e dè cho gràineil an cuid feallsanachd – teachdaireachd a 
lìbhrigeadh. Tha e do-dhèanta dha craoladairean làn cho-
ionnanachd a thoirt seachad, agus feumaidh ùine a roinn 
a-rèir ìre taice gach partaidh. Ach ’s e roinn chunnartach 
a tha seo cuideachd!

Chuala mi aon tagraiche ag argamaid nach bu chòir 
a bhith as na deasbadan mòra ach an dà “phrìomh 
phàrtaidh”, leis nach robh ìre taice nan Liberealach 
a’ cosnadh àite. Ach nam b’ ann marsin a bhiodh cha 
tigeadh atharrachadh de sheòrsa sam bith gu bràth agus 
chailleamaid sealladh air saorsa deamocratach. ’S e sin 
an sèorsa feallsanachd a chum cothrom bhòtaidh bho 
dhaoine dubha ann an Ameireagaidh cho fada, agus a 
dh’ fhàg leithid de thoileachas feadh an t-saoghail nuair 
a dhearbh taghadh Barak Obama gun  robh an latha sin 
gu bhith seachad.

Tha mi ’n dòchas gun gabh sibh an cothrom bhòtadh an 
diugh, ged nach biodh ann dhuibh ach uaill as a’ chothrom 
is a’ chumhachd a th’ againn sin a dhèanamh. 
THE POLITICAL courtship is over and it will be 

voting patterns and numbers. As it seems likely that this 
will be the pattern for all future elections in Britain it 

have been motivated to exercise this precious democratic 
right.

power to do so!
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

THERE is a hint of light at the end of the tunnel for the 
restoration of a Campbeltown to Ballycastle ferry service, 
according to Jamie McGrigor MSP. 

The Highlands and Islands representative met with Scot-
tish transport minister Stewart Stevenson to discuss the 
need for the service. 

Afterwards Mr McGrigor said: ‘We had a useful and 
positive discussion where I was assured that there is a hint 
of light at the end of the tunnel.

‘The minister told me that the Scottish lovernment 
remains committed to restoring the service and that it was 
taking the early steps to progress the tendering process 
although no date was yet set for this.’

More hints for Campbeltown-Ballycastle 
ferry

THE SOUTH Uist-born head of Glasgow’s pioneering 
Gaelic School is to receive an honorary doctorate for her 
contribution to language and education. 

Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu, which has grown to 500 pupils since 
it opened in 2005. 

Graham Caie, clerk of senate and vice principal of 
the University of Glasgow, said: ‘Donalda is laying the 
foundations for Glasgow’s leading position in the world 
that makes it possible to be educated through the medium 
of Gaelic from nursery to post-doctoral level.’

She will collect her award at a ceremony in June 2010. 

Honorary degree for head of Glasgow 
Gaelic School

BENMORE Botanic Gardens near Dunoon will throw 
open the gates free to the public on Sunday, May 9 for its 
annual open day and craft fair. 

As well as the chance to visit the 120-acre garden, with 
its Giant Redwood Avenue and unusual Victorian Fernery, 
there will be demonstrations of chainsaw carving, a plant 
sale and activities for children of all ages.

Open day at Benmore

BONAWE’S 18th century furnace is providing a unique 
cinema screen during the forthcoming Festival of the Sea. 

Scottish Association of Marine Science (SAMS) research 
vessel, the Seol Mara, will be projected on the walls of the 
charcoal shed. Giving an insight into the life on the water, 
the installation was developed by former SAMS artist in 
residence Victoria Clare Bennie. 

The special show will be on May 29 and 30 and Historic 
Scotland is offering 20 per cent off usual entry fee for the 
furnace during the festival period. 

Hi-tech video art for historic furnace

FERRIES between Wemyss Bay and Rothesay on the Isle 
of Bute are set for more day-time sailings.

A new timetable launched on Tuesday, May 4, will see 
Caledonian MacBrayne provide at least hourly services 
throughout the day. 

Timetable changes for Rothesay ferry 

THE FUTURE expansion 
of Oban should stretch not 
inland, but across the bay, 
according to one architectural 
study. 

Student Anton Balchin 
believes the area’s housing 
needs could be met with 
an innovative car-free 
settlement of up to 700 
houses on the north end of 
Kerrera.

The seeds of the idea were 
sown when Anton returned 
to the area many years 
after family camping trips 
to Craobh Haven: ‘Maybe 
about two years ago, I was 
sailing on the west coast and 

been back in Oban. 
‘It struck me there was 

something missing from 
the town, although it has 
a fantastic character and a 
beautiful setting.’

It was the natural topic to 
investigate further when 
he was picking a thesis for 
his advanced architecture 
course at the Universtiy of 
Strathclyde, exploring rural 

Could Kerrera be the key to 
Oban’s housing problems? 

architecture in Scotland. 
‘Delving into the history 

of Oban, I came across the 
2006 Development Plan, 
which proposed a large 
number of houses in the 
Dunbeg corridor,’ he said. 
‘I decided to put forward a 
counter proposal and that 
is exploring the relocation 
of this housing on northern 
Kerrera and so exploiting 
the potential for a car-free 
settlement there.’

His idea is a series of 
terraces cascading down 
the hill overlooking the 

marina and bay, eventually 
accommodating up to 1,000 
people. Anton is developing 
a distinctive house design 
but he stressed it would not 
be an elite village, cut off 
from the wider community. 
Steps could be taken to 
limit the number of holiday 
homes and help create a 
mixed community, including 
families.

He envisages community 
facilities, parks and open 
space and a primary school, 
all within a compact area of 
the island, leaving the south 
of the island untouched.

‘A huge amount of space is 
taken up with roads, parking 
and driveways,’ said Anton. 

His solution is a car-free 
design. ‘At the moment, 
the ferry goes from a mile 
south of Kerrera. Part of this 
proposal would be to move 
this ferry up to go directly 
into Oban with a regular 
schedule across the bay.’

Though he was expecting 
a little hostility to his ideas, 
local people have been 
interested, he said. ‘It feels 
that they are ready for a bit 
of a change. 

‘Whether it’s this or 
something different, I think 
it’s crucial that positive 
change happens in Oban.

‘Sadly, Oban is let 
down by dilapidated 

of public space, marina 
facilities, new architecture, 
community and tourist 
facilities, a lost esplanade, 
and the imminent need for 
additional housing. It is time 
for Oban to look forward and 
consider its future.’

A number of Kerrera 
residents contacted by The 
Oban Times raised eyebrows 
and practical concerns 
about the impact of such a 
development on the island, 
though none wished to be 
quoted.

Currently Anton is working 

and has plans to hold an 
exhibition of his plans in 
Oban during the summer. 

Anton Balchin predicts a rosy future for Oban and Kerrera if developers are 
prepared to explore ambitious ideas for new housing.

A car-free settlement on Kerrera could be relatively 
compact, argues Anton, leaving the rest of the island 
untouched. 

It struck me there 
was something 
missing from the 
town, although 
it has a fantastic 
character.
Anton Blachin, 
architectural 
student

PEOPLE in Argyll will have a unique 

spending, starting with Oban and Lorn 
residents.

A community conference, ‘Forward 
Together’ taking place on May 15 at 
Oban High School, is gathering views 
on a host of important local issues, such 
as transport, economic development, 
health and how our towns and villages 
should develop. 

Nicola Welsh of the Third Sector 
Partnership said the community’s 
views would feed into Argyll and Bute 
Council, the NHS, Strathclyde Police, 

These key organisations are working 
together in a community planning 
partnership to agree priorities and plan 
services and spending together. 

She said: ‘Our local area community 
planning group have to put together a 
local area community plan. 

‘In order to do that, they are holding 
this conference so people can feed in 
how they would like services to be 
provided in this area.

‘It’s for the whole area and we are 
encouraging island representatives to 
come.

‘There is some funding to help with 
travel costs or caring costs if that 
would make it possible for people to 
attend.’ 

Electronic vote
The lively programme includes 

workshops to gather ideas which will 
then be put to an electronic vote to 
decide the most popular suggestions. 

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, 

chairman of the Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles community planning group, said: 
‘The Forward Together conference 
will provide an excellent opportunity 
to hear the views of a wide range 
of community representatives and 
organisations. 

‘I sincerely hope that people from 
communities across Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles will come and join us for 
what promises to be an interesting and 
informative event.’ 

Places are limited, so register as soon 
as possible by contacting oli-tsp@
tiscali.co.uk or 01631 569545.

Another community conference will 
take place in Tarbert Academy next 
month, to gather views from Mid 
Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands. 

Innovative conference gathers community views

MACHRIHANISH air 
base near Campbeltown 
could be sold for just 
£1. 

But it could cost its 
new owners £20 million 
to clean up the base, 
used by American forces 
until it  was handed 
back to the Ministry of 
Defence in 1995.  

Defence Estates, which 
wants to sell it ,  and the 
Scottish Government 
received a valuers’ 
report last week. 

The low asking price 
was welcomed by 
Machrihanish Airbase 
Community Company, 
which wants a community 
buyout of the massive 
site.  Chairman Ian 
Wardrop said: ‘Brilliant, 
absolutely brilliant. We 
can get moving now.’

If they can raise the 
funds needed to clear 
the land of munitions 
and fuel spills, the 
group hopes to prevent 
it falling into the hands 
of asset strippers. 

Their ambitious 
plans include leasing 
areas of the base to 
companies involved in 
training pilots, storage 
of aircraft, refuelling, 
storage, a duty free port 
and space for testing 
new aircraft, manned 
and unmanned. They 
also hope community 
ownership will allow 
them to resolve problems 
with utility supplies to 
properties around the 
base, which has been 
thwarted by the base’s 
uncertain future. 

They will now develop 
a business plan and seek 
compensation from the 
Ministry of Defence for 
leaving the base empty 
for so long. Previous 
Argyll experience gives 
them hope - when US 
forces handed back 
their base at Holy Loch 
in 1992, money was 
injected into the Cowal 
Peninsula. 

A NORWICH vet and 

long-held ambition when she 
came to South Uist to visit 
the origins of a man who has 
captured her imagination for 
more than a decade.

Susan Howard, 55, took 
out a library book about 
Napoleon’s last campaign in 
1813-14, and kept coming 
across references to Marshal 
MacDonald.

Her curiosity piqued, Ms 
Howard began to investigate 
the man and over the 
intervening years has become 
something of an authority 
on Alexandre MacDonald, 

Marshal MacDonald enthusiast Susan Howard 
admires the plaque top commemorate the birthplace 
of his father at Howbeg South Uist

one of Napoleon’s most 
respected generals.

MacDonald’s father, Neil 
MacEachen came from 
Howbeg in South Uist and 
was charged with the care 
of Bonnie Prince Charlie 

hid with the Prince for 
three weeks in caves before 
eventually returning to 
France with him, changing 
his name from MacEachan 
to MacDonald, possibly for 
ease of pronunciation by the 
French.

His son Alexandre joined 
the army and enjoyed a 
meteoric rise to military and 

political power. He became 
a Marshal of France, was 
created Duke of Tarentum by 
Napoleon - whose abdication 
he negotiated - and was made 
High Chancellor of the Order 
of the Legion D’Honneur. 

Ms Howard said: ‘I have 
a very high opinion of 
him since studying him. 
He was very direct, very 
plain spoken, with a great 
reputation for reliability 
and integrity. His sense of 
humour was noted by those 
who knew him. I think he 
had some concept of honour 
and integrity from the exiles 
in the Jacobite colony where 
he was reared in Sancerre.’

In 1825 Marshal 
MacDonald came to South 

his father’s birthplace and 
the cave where he hid with 
the Prince. He was feted as 
a hero.

Alasdair MacEachen of 
Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar 
in Benbecula is related to 
Marshal MacDonald. He 
said: ‘There was nothing 
on the site previously 
to commemorate its 

history was known and 
talked about.’

Marshal MacDonald’s diary 
of the time was discovered 

recently in Paris by Jean-
Didier Hache, a Frenchman 
involved in European 
politics and with a passion 
for the Outer Hebrides.

M. Hache, a part-time 
resident of Island Flodda 
in Benbecula translated 
the journal and with 
commentaries by Dr 
Domhnall Uillean Stiubhart 
published The French 
MacDonald in 2007 through 
Islands Book Trust. The 
second edition has just been 
launched.

A plaque was erected 
in South Uist recently to 
commemorate the Marshal’s 
life. It sits in the cemetery 
of St Joseph’s Church, 
Howbeg, within sight of the 
ruins of the township where 
his father grew up.

It was unveiled in the 
presence of Hervé Bouche, 
the French Consul General 
in Scotland and Etienne 
Louys, secretary general of 
the French Institute.

Alasdair MaEachen led the 
visitors on a tour of South 
Uist, following as best as 
possible the Marshal’s own 
itinerary, and later chaired 
a cultural evening during 
which Ms Howard gave 
a talk about the French 
MacDonald’s life.

Search for Napoleon’s 
man leads to South Uist
Amateur historian follows Alexandre MacDonald to Howbeg

Former
Kintyre
US airbase 
worth £1
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MULTIPLE Sclerosis (MS) week has been 
a great success in Lochgilphead with the 
local centre raising £1,700 and donations 
still coming in.

A series of events took place to raise the 
cash and some people have managed to 
raise hundreds of pounds through individual 
efforts. The MS committee organised an 

open day at the centre, bag packing at the co-
op, a walk from Lochgilphead to Ardrishaig 
and a disco, all in a bid to raise funds for the 
local centre on Campbell Street.

This week’s events have not just been about 
raising money but also about reminding 
people that there is support available for 
people suffering with MS and their carers.

Fiona McArthur and Emma Young were clowning a2round at the MS walk in 
Lochgilphead on Saturday.  08_a19walk02

COMMUNITIES in Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles that have 
core services such as police, 
schools and churches are 

to a comprehensive report 
of the area.

The Fairer Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles (FOLI) group, 
part of Fairer Argyll, 
compiled the report from 
a questionnaire sent out to 
all 16 community councils 
in the area and the Tiree 
Development Trust with a 
100 per cent response.

how Scottish government 
grant money available to the 
group will be spent within 
the community.

Another conclusion from 
the survey was that Oban 
is too big an area for one 
community council to cover 
and should be recognised as 
a town council. 

FOLI chairman Dr 
Iain McNicol said: ‘The 
quantitive analysis clearly 
shows the common themes 
as well as a variety of 
interesting problems and 
solutions.

can be made from the 
reports: Oban Community 
Council is very different 
and should be recognised 

as a town council made up 
of worthy representatives 
entrusted to tackle problems 

The other community 
councils were consistent 
in identifying areas of 
deprivation.

housing and roads 
infrastructure and transport 
as requiring the most urgent 
action.

It was suggested simple 
improvements  to roads 
could include cutting scrub 
and clearing drains.

Confident
Dr McNicol added: ‘The 

basis of the feeling of 
community seems to be 
based on the people and 
the core organisations, e.g. 
churches, schools, health 
services, shops, police etc. 

‘Communities that do 
not have one or more of 
these core services seem 

communities.’
It was noted that Lismore 

Community Council was 
alone in voicing concerns 
over its out-of-hours 
medical arrangements, with 
a subsequent undermining 
of overall community 
development.

A theme which did 
not emerge from the 
community council reports, 

at the FOLI conference in 
Oban in January, was the 
vulnerability of 12-25-year 
olds to unemployment, 
homelessness, alcohol and 
drugs.

Dr McNicol said: ‘The 
FOLI group feels this is an 
area that should be brought 
out for public debate about 
the lack of alternative 
activities for young people 
and the widespread culture 
of alcohol abuse in our 
society as a whole.’

FOLI is made up of relevant 
council departments, 
councillors, police and the 
volunteer sector.

A copy of the group’s 
report has been sent to 
all the area’s elected 
representatives, as well as 
the housing, transport and 
health ministers and will be 
presented at the forthcoming 
Forward Together meeting 
next Saturday. 

Housing, roads 
and transport 
top wish lists

POLICE detained a man 
after he shouted racial abuse 

Square, Oban, on Monday.

Witness appeal
POLICE are appealing for 
witnesses to an alleged as-
sault on a 14-year-old boy 
by a man.

The incident happened at 
9 pm on Sunday evening 
in Station Square, Oban. 
Anyone with information 
should contact Oban Police 
Station on 01631 510551 or 
contact Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Early hours assault
A YOUNG man was as-
saulted in the early hours of 
Sunday morning.

The incident happened on 
the junction between Mc-
Caig Road and Ulva Road, 
Oban. It is believed that the 
assault was witnessed by 
two men who were with the  
perpetrator. Enquires are 
continuing to identify the 
offender.

Domestic assault
A WOMAN, from the 
Soroba area of Oban, was 
arrested in the early hours 
of Sunday morning for an 
alleged domestic assault. 
She was held in custody and 
was due to appear in court 
on Tuesday.

Breach of peace
A MAN was arrested for an 
alleged breach of the peace 
on Station Square in the 
very early hours of Monday 
morning.

Outboard theft
POLICE are following a 
number of lines of enquiry 
after the theft of an outboard 
motor at Ardbrecknish 
Boatyard, Loch Awe.  The 
theft of the motor, valued at 
£200, took place overnight 
between April 29 and 30. 
Anyone with information 
should contact Oban Police 
Station on 01631 510551 or 
contact Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Dog bit 14-year-old
A DOG bit a 14-year-old 
girl as she made her way 
home along the Old Drove 
Road, on Pulpit Hill, Oban, 
on Friday.

The dog, described as 
large and tan coloured, bit 
the girl on the foot before 
running off. Police are ask-
ing for witnesses to identify 
the owner on 01631 510551.

Bridge crash
POLICE were called to a 
car that had crashed into the 
roadside barrier on the A82 
at Bridge of Orchy and was 

-
ers quickly cleared up the 
incident on Sunday after-

immediately moving freely. 
No one was injured. 

FIVE crewmen were rescued 

water on Friday, April 30. 
Stornoway Coastguard 

Helicopter and Stornoway 
Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution  lifeboat were 
scrambled to assist the 
18m Dublin-registered 
boat Ainmire, which got 
into trouble 30 miles West 
Northwest off the Butt of 
Lewis.

vessel, Our Hazel, which 

picking up a distress call, 

crew on board. 
Coastguard watch manager 

Martin Collins said: ‘The 
crew of the Our Hazel are 
to be congratulated on their 
rescue. The prompt response 
they made was such that the 
Ainmire crew are now safe 
and they averted what could 
have been a disaster.’ 

He added that all the 
rescued crew had been 
wearing survival suits and 
lifejackets. The Ainmire 
later sank. 

Five crew 
rescued from 

A WILDCAT spotted on 
Mull could have swum there, 
an expert has said.

Holidaymaker Peter Harris 
spotted the animal near the 
Glengorm Estate in the north 
of the island.

He watched the animal for 
10 minutes taking a number 
of photographs before it slunk 
off into the undergrowth.

Steve Piper, from 
the Scottish Wildcat  
Association, said the animal 
may have swum across the 
one-mile stretch between 
the mainland and unlike 
domestic cats, they do not 
fear water. 

Mr Piper said he was 

of the animals had made 
it to the island, which has 
no bridge linking it to the 
mainland.

‘It could have got there by 
swimming,’ he said. 

‘Wildcats are not scared of 
water like a domestic cat. 

‘They are pretty decent 
swimmers though it seems a 
long way for a cat to get all 
the way over to Mull. 

‘From the photos it’s not 
necessarily a pure wildcat 
but it has very nice markings 
and that rough coat and that 
wild sort of look to it and the 
thick tail. 

‘It’s very helpful to get 
photos of sightings because 
we really don’t know too 
much about where they 
live.’

Mull Donald MacCuish said: 
‘There are a number of feral 
or wild cats on the island. 
I have not been informed 
of a Scottish Wildcat at 
Glengorm.’

THE SEVEN Argyll and Bute 
candidates submitted themselves 
to a grilling by Oban High School 
pupils in the closing stages of the 
General Election campaign. 

On Tuesday, modern studies 
students asked the would-be MPs 
about a range of issues, including 
the Iraq war, lowering the voting 
age, improving life for young 
people and young drivers. 

The candidates vying for Argyll 
and Bute’s votes are: John Black 
(Scottish Jacobite Party), George 
Doyle (Independent), David 
Graham (Scottish Labour Party), 
Mike MacKenzie (Scottish 
National Party), Elaine Morrison 
(Scottish Green Party), Gary 

Mulvaney (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party) and Alan Reid 
(Scottish Liberal Democrats). 

Polling stations will be open 
today (Thursday) from 7am to 
10pm and with ballot boxes to 
come from islands and villages 
across Argyll and Bute to 
Lochgilphead Joint Campus, the 
count will not begin until 9am 
tomorrow, Friday May 7. 

Should the results declared 
overnight on Thursday fail to 
show an overall winner nationally 
the outcome in Argyll and Bute 
could prove decisive.

Keep track of the timing and 
outcome of this crucuail result at 
www.obantimes.co.uk.

A MAN who was caught in 
Oban with the equivalent of 
60 ‘tenner’ bags of heroin 
on him was jailed at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week for 
15 months.

Colin Cornelius, aged 44, 
who was staying at Solas, 
Albany Street, in Oban 
at the time of the offence 
last September, was 
convicted in February by 
a jury of being concerned 
in the supply of heroin at 
an address in Polvinister 
Gardens in the town.

He had previously pled 
guilty to possession of 
cannabis at his room in 
Solas.

Defence agent Sandy 
Mitchell told the court last 
week that Cornelius had 
been a drug user himself 
at the time and had been 
selling the heroin in order 
to fund his own habit.

He argued that based on 
evidence given during the 
trial it could be assumed 

that around half the total 
8.5g of the drug found 
would have been for 
Cornelius’ own use.

Sheriff Douglas Small 
told the accused: ‘I take 
into account what Mr 
Mitchell said that at the 
time you were addicted 
to heroin and would be 
supplying the drug to fund 
that habit.

‘As the sheriff in Oban I 
have a duty to send out a 
very clear message to all 
who might consider or who 
do concern themselves 
in dealing in drugs that 
such activities will not be 
tolerated.

‘I see no reason to make 
an exception in your case,’ 
he added.

Sheriff Small also 
sentenced Cornelius, 7C 
Ellinger Court, Dalmuir,  
to 40 days’ imprisonment 
for cannabis possession to 
run at the same time as his 
other sentence.

Wildcat 
could have 
swum to 
Mull

Communities call for urgent action on top 
priorities but fail to mention young people

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Heroin dealer jailed 
for 15 months

AN ELDERLY woman who walked into a 

on Thursday, was taken to Lorn and Islands 
Hospital in the town with minor injuries. 

Witnesses say the 73-year-old woman 

looking.
A police spokesman said the woman 

was recovering well and nobody had been 
charged as a result of the incident.

Woman who walked into moving traffic recovering well

Racial abuse

FUNDRAISERS at an an-
nual charity coffee morning 
for Cancer Research re-

raised £335 for charity.
Cancer Research UK 

volunteers were serving cus-

in the Royal Hotel, Oban, 
disrupted visitors on to 
the street. But the day was 
saved by some lovely burly 
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue 

to help eat up some of the 
goodies and give out a wee 
cuddle or two for some of 
the volunteers. 

Charity ‘on fire’
A PILE of 20 car tyres and a fridge freezer are 
just some of the items that have been dumped by 
a road leading to one of Argyll’s most popular 
country parks. The public road to Inverawe 

over the past 15 months.
One nearby resident said: ‘A lot of tourists and 

-
son. Someone might call it a victimless crime, 
because no-one is getting hurt but it is unsightly.’

The pile of tyres at Inverawe. 07_t18tyres01

Inverawe fly tipping ‘unsightly’

Young questioners grilled the candidates at an Oban High 
School hustings meeting on Tuesday 15_t19hust01

Students grill candidates 



4 NEWS Thursday 6 May, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk
OT

TWO NEW, AFFORDABLE,
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
WOOD FUELS

For your existing fire or stove
Highfire Sawdust Briquettes
A lower cost alternative to coal and 

wood made from compressed sawdust.

C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)        Telephone: 01631 563271

If you are looking to buy 
a new heating system or 

convert your old one...
Brites - The ideal fuel for wood 

pellet stoves and boilers.

Mull Lines

OBAN Mountain Rescue Team hosted 
a training course for 10 other Scottish 
mountain rescue teams on the theme 
of technical rigging and safe lowering 
techniques.

The recent course was tutored 
by Jonathon Hart, Lochaber, Tony 
Powell, Oban and Stuart Johnson and 
Jon Sanders, both Tayside. All are 
experienced members of their respective 
teams. Around 30 participants took 
part in a series of workshops based 

at the Oban Mountain Rescue post in 
Sinclair Drive, Oban, and several crag 
locations around Oban.

Stuart Johnston, Mountain Rescue 
Committee of Scotland (MRCoS) 

by the MRCoS designed to share good 
practice amongst Scottish Mountain 
Rescue on safe rigging systems. 

to learn from each other and the Oban 

team provided a great venue and 
hospitality.’

Tony Powell, Oban Mountain 

was a good opportunity to test Oban 
team’s methods against other teams’ 
methods.’

The Mountain Rescue Committee of 
Scotland thanked all those who made 
the weekend a success and looked 
forward to taking this and other similar 
events out to teams across Scotland.

Ten mountain rescue team recently trained in and around Oban.

AN ARGYLL tenant is celebrating 
getting a new kitchen and bath, 

special birthday.
Today (Thursday May 6) Maisie 

Robertson turns 102. 
Cake

Staff from Argyll Community 
Housing Association (ACHA) and 
Connaught Partnerships, which carried 
out the work, have already helped 
to start the celebrations by ensuring 
the work was completed on time and 
bringing her a cake. 

about the improvements to my kitchen 

and bathroom as there was such a lot 
of work to do. 

The renovations were part of 
planned improvements to 3,000 
ACHA homes. 

Christine Johnston, director of 
housing and neighbourhood services, 

ensuring the work was completed 
with a minimum of disruption and it’s 

time to let Mrs Robertson focus on 

Glasgow men who died in Loch Awe last year is to look into 
the question of the availability of a rescue boat on the night 
of the incident.

Craig Currie, 30 and William Carty, 47, were found on 
the night of March 21 but the bodies of Steven Carty, 42, 
William’s brother, and Thomas Douglas, 36, were not 
recovered until May 31.

At a preliminary hearing last week in Oban Sheriff Court, 

would appear, who would be represented and how long the 
inquiry was likely to take.

Mr Harris told Sheriff Douglas Small, who will be 
presiding at the inquiry starting on June 1, there were three 
main questions.

rescue boat based in Renfrew and other boats that might 
have been considered; the second what was taking place on 
the shore in relation to rescue attempts prior to the arrival of 
the rescue boat and the third issue would cover the point at 
which it ceased to be a rescue operation for the two missing 
men and whether the recovery operation was satisfactory.

So far, 34 witnesses have been cited to appear, with the 

by the emergency services, policy experts and medical 
advisors.

Mr Harris said he had met relatives of the four men on 
two occasions and in March had outlined their right to be 

he added.
Four emergency services will be represented, Scottish 

Strathclyde Police and Strathclyde Fire and Rescue.
Mr Harris said that the Navy and Royal Air Force and 

Maritime Coastguard Agency had been invited to send 
representatives but the navy and airforce had declined and 
the coastguard had not responded.

anticipated that it would take between nine and 10 days.

Science (SAMS) is preparing for its biggest 
and best ever open day later this month. 

headquarters at Dunstaffnage to visit 
the labs, try out experiments and meet 
the scientists who are pioneering marine 
research.

Professor Laurence Mee, director, said 
the open day strengthened links between 
SAMS and the local community. 

more and more local people come to visit 
giving us a great opportunity to learn from 

have more to show and tell, the questions 
get harder and the smiles are broader.’

Perfect

,said with hands-on activities, games and 
the Lorn producers’ food fair, this year’s 
open day on May 29 would be the perfect 

family day out.
Back by popular demand will be the Arctic 

display, with the chance to try on the clothes 
and gear which SAMS scientists use while 

ice on climate change.  Several laboratories 
will throw their doors open and there will 
be experiments to take part in, competitions 
and talks as well as displays by SAMS 
partner organisations. 

the Calanus will be part of the open day and 
people will be able to come aboard and look 
round.’ 

next door, at Dunstaffnage Castle, Historic 
Scotland will have medieval soldiers re-
living the storming of the castle in 1309. 

The open day is taking place during 

SAMS initiated. 

SAMS promises biggest and best open day

FAI to 
consider 
boat
question

Loch Awe deaths inquiry will look 

into Renfrew-based rescue vessel

RURAL patients have lost trust and 

according to an investigation by 
the Scottish Parliament’s health 
committee.

The committee carried out a six-
month inquiry into rural services after 
GPs reforms in 2004 allowed GPs to 
opt out of providing round-the-clock 
cover.

Giving evidence to the committee, Dr 
Andrew Buist of the British Medical 
Association, highlighted that Argyll 
had the most expensive out-of-hours 

of-hours service from health board 
to health board varies from under £8 
a patient in Glasgow to about £43 a 
patient in Argyll.’

The committee concluded that 
services varied hugely across rural 

confusion over who was responsible 
for providing cover, a lack of clear 
standards for services and problems 
with ambulance cover in remote 
areas.

But services in Lochaber were singled 
out for praise. The committee’s report 

have been found, such as Lochaber 
and Wester Ross, it has been as a result 
of community buy-in, integration of 
services, and practitioners sharing the 
responsibility for out-of-hours care at 
a local level. A solution based on these 
principles should be found for similar 
communities.’

Rural patients lose faith in 
GPs’ out-of-hours cover

ACHA’s oldest tenant 
celebrates improvements

Maisie Robertson is celebrating her 102nd birthday in her newly-
renovated home.

when approached by police, who had 
been given a tip-off that the man he 
was with was carrying Class A drugs, 

Jason Gregory, aged 37, 9 Graham 
Court, Oban, had been found guilty 
following a trial before Sheriff Douglas 

running away after being informed he 
was going to be detained for a drugs 
search on September 24 last year at 
Shore Street in Oban.

His co-accused Allister Strattan, aged 
40, 4 Clachan Bridge, Helensburgh, 

was also found guilty of the same 
charge but had his sentence deferred 
for a drug treatment and testing order 
(DTTO) assessment.

The court heard previously that when 
the pair had been approached by two 

into a nearby close.
No drugs were found on them 

following their arrest.
Appearing last week at the sentencing, 

defence agent Stephen Macleod said 
Gregory, who had no previous drugs 

been banned from driving for two 

driving.
Andrew Thornton, The Chalet, Glen 

Orchy, by Dalmally, admitted being 
more than twice the legal alcohol limit 
when stopped by police for having a 

Oban, around 3.35pm on April 17 this 
year.

Sheriff Small ordered Thornton to 
attend the drink drivers’ rehabilitation 

after admitting having a bald tyre.

Man panics at police approach Two-year driving ban

able to receive all the news they need about policing on the 
islands directly to their home email address. 

The new Strathclyde Police newsletter, due to be launched 
in early summer, will keep local people up-to-date with 
crime alerts, witness appeals, local campaigns and island-
based events involving the police.

Mull’s sergeant Angela MacDonald, who is driving the 
development of the new on-line newsletter, want local 
people to let her know if they’d like to receive a copy to 
their email inbox.

geographic area and the internet seems like an ideal solution 
to getting up-to-date information out to people on a monthly 
basis.

rural residents about community policing matters, crime on 

the moment. Over the next month or so we will be gauging 
local demand for the newsletter to get a better sense of how 
many people want to receive police news this way. We are 
also asking the community to help us shape the content by 
letting us know what kind of information they would like 
included.

May 10 and from then on my successor Sgt Mark Stephen 

receive a copy please let Sgt Stephen know by emailing 
MullPoliceNewsletter@strathclyde.pnn.police.uk before 
Monday May 31.

pass on your details and ideas for content that way. We look 
forward to hearing from you.’

sign to redirect wild campers.
After years of campaigning 

of Ardionra, have been 

sign outlining advice about 
walking on the globally 

help from Argyll and Bute 
Council and National Trust 
for Scotland in trying to 
manage visitor behaviour on 
the croft.

councillor Mary Jean Devon 
and Jim Mather who got the 
problem sorted out.’ 

Rally.
All members present at the group’s recent annual general 

meeting made the decision to present the money to the 
fundraising group to show their support for the annual 
event.

continue to sit on their nest although experts fear there will 
be no chicks this year. 

fail when birds are competing against a force as powerful as 
Mother Nature. The cold, wet weather came at the wrong 
time for the newly hatched eaglet. The birds continue to 
look well and are active around the hide site. 

remain open and the birds will still be on full view. To book 
a trip to the hide call 01680 812 556.
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Lorn Lines

Sponsored by 

MacQueen Bros.
Charitable Trust

Community Charity Shop, White Buildings, North Pier

Donations of bric-a-brac, collectable, ornaments, books and paintings always 

wanted and greatly appreciated

Tel 01631 564848 
Charity No. SC041044

DOG-LOVERS and their four-legged friends are being 
asked to join in a sponsored walk around Lismore for an 
animal charity. 

Christina Cass from the Last Chance Foundation, based 
in Oban, said the funds would help prevent more dogs 
from being put down. She said: ‘Space is something we 
are really short of and the sponsorship raised will be used 
to buy a new outdoor kennel to allow us to accommodate 
and save more dogs. 

‘We are hoping to attract as many clients and supporters 
as possible to make it a fun day of socialistation for our 
four-legged friends.’

On May 22, walkers will catch the 11am ferry from 

and the cafe and heritage centre. 

OBAN War and Peace Museum on the Corran Espalande 
is looking for more volunteers to help man the premises 
at weekends.

Anyone with a few hours to spare would be welcome, 
even if they can only work alternate weekends or once a 
month.

No experience is necessary - just a warm smile, an 
interest in Oban, reliability and a friendly attitude. 

There is also the chance to meet and talk to people from 
all over the world.

The museum is open on Saturdays from 10am to 6pm 
and Sunday from 10am to 4pm. Anyone interested in 
volunteering can go into the museum or phone 01631 
570007 or email obanwarandpeace@aol.com

 MORE than 50 Girl Guides from Edinburgh spent 
the weekend camping on Mull, and they got a treat 
on their return to the mainland. Nories Fish and 
Chip shop in Oban supplied them all with dinner, 
with a range of food from traditional fish and chips 
to a pizza crunch. 15_t19chips02

OBAN Marina, Kerrera, will be joining in festivities for 

tour, live music and the unveiling of a new sculpture.  
As well as celebrating current marine activities, the his-

tory of the island as a Second World War Seaplane Base 
will be marked with displays including a fully restored 
Sunderland engine, donated by Oban War and Peace 
Museum.

Visitors can get from Oban’s North Pier to the island of 
Kerrera by free shuttle ferry on Monday May 31.

AN ENGLISH classical pianist set to play at Beethoven’s 
birthplace in Bonn will be previewing her concert at St 
John’s Cathedral, Oban. 

Jill Crossland, who has had a busy concert and re-
cording career, will perform a programme of Bach and 
Beethoven on Sunday, May 9 at 3pm.

OBAN man John Hoey turned 103 last week.
Five generations of the Hoey family gathered at 

North Argyll Care Home in Oban for a singsong 
to celebrate John’s birthday last Tuesday.

The Oban man was born in Airds Crescent and 
has lived and worked in the town all his life.

He married Mary MacInnes, from Barra, 
in 1932 and the couple went on to have two 
children, Hamish and Catherine. 

At 103 John is now watching his great, great 

grandchildren grow up.
John worked as a foreman in McCall’s 

lemonade factory from the age of 19 to 65 years 
when he retired. Hamish said:  ‘My dad was an 
incredibly hard worker and a keen gardener in 
his earlier years.’

Asked what the secret of a long and happy life  
is John said:  ‘Always work hard and try to be 
the best person you can be.’

Above left: Chrissie Grant 
hands over a cheque for 
£1,000 to Neil Matheson 
for the Atlantis Leisure 
Play Park fund. 16_t18playpark1

A CHEQUE for £1,000 
will help keep the Atlantis 
Leisure play park open for 
another year. 

But in the longer term it 

bring the toddler’s park up to 
standard.

The popular town centre 
play park attracts children 
of all ages to get active: 
climbing on the spider’s 
web, up the stairs and down 
the chute – but after years of 
constant use it is now in dire 
need of an upgrade.

In the meantime it is hoped 
that as many pairs of hands 
as possible will come along 
to spruce up the area with the 
money kindly donated from 
MacQueen Bros Charitable 
Trust on Saturday May 8.

Neil Matheson, chairman 
of Atlantis Leisure’s social 
enterprise management 
committee, said: ‘If everyone 

play park could come along 
and help out for an hour or 
two on Saturday from 10 am 
until 4 pm then we would 
have a great start.

‘We hope to be able to 
attract larger donations. 

‘This is the best-used play 
park I have ever known. 

‘Thank you to Graham 
MacQueen and the charitable 
trust for the cheque because 
it has given us a real boost.’

The volunteering day is 
weather permitting – contact 
Kyle Dodds at Atlantis 
Leisure for more details on 
01631 566800.

THANKS to the many coffee mornings, recitals, events, 
non-uniform days and donations, more than £20,000 has 
been raised in Argyll alone for Mary’s Meals Haiti appeal.

The Dalmally-based charity, which provides a meal 
a day for children attending school in some of the 
poorest countries in the world, had a number of feeding 
programmes operating on the Caribbean island of Haiti 
when it was devastated by an earthquake on January 12 
this year.

Many people in Argyll were appalled at the images they 
saw on television screens of collapsed buildings and injured 
and homeless people, who were already living in poverty 
before the little security they had was wiped out.

At the time of the earthquake, Mary’s Meals was feeding 
more than 12,000 children with meals in schools, more than 
6,000 of those in the Cite Soleil slum, but the earthquake 

Now the charity is working in Haiti to rebuild the schools, 

restart the feeding programmes and increase the number of 
people they support, with help from money raised in Argyll 
and Scotland.

Mary’s Meals works with a partner charity in Haiti, Hands 
Together, which has two workers on the ground and there 
are 12 other Haitian workers as well as volunteers.

priority has been to get the food programme up and running 
again. Many families from Cite Soleil were scattered after 
the earthquake and we are involved in getting them back 
home.’

Vulnerable elderly
In some cases temporary classrooms have been set up 

while new schools are built but other work includes making 
regular deliveries of clean water, providing food parcels 
to the vulnerable elderly people in Cite Soleil, providing 
employment and resources to help Haitians who are 
rebuilding schools, providing a mobile clinic based in Cite 

Soleil, building simple shelters for those with no homes 
and getting transport to deliver aid.

‘We are used to people being generous,’ said Lousia, ‘but 
this has been beyond the scale of that.

‘We have been overwhelmed by how generous the 
support for our Haiti appeal has been and are so grateful 
for the efforts of people, schools, community groups and 
individuals in our own area.

‘It means a lot to us that the support has come so close to 
home – and is still coming.

‘One of the things that makes Mary’s Meals different 
from other charities is that we rely on contributions from 
different individuals and community groups every bit as 
much as our corporate sponsors and grants.

‘Everyone who has helped at a coffee morning, held a 

cycled to raise money for us has had a direct impact on the 
lives of children in Haiti and we can’t thank them enough.’

More than £20,000 raised in Argyll 
for Mary’s Meals Haiti appeal
‘It means a lot to us that the support has come so close to home’

Cheque for £1,000 keeps Oban play park 
going for another year - but £70,000 needed

A WOMAN who admitted 
taking more than £20,000 
using a stolen credit card 
was placed in custody until 
her case is next before 
the Campbeltown Sheriff 
Court because she did not 
cooperate in the preparation 
of court reports.

Isla Jean Ronald, aged 30, 
whose address was given in 
court as 16F Hillside Road, 
Campbeltown, previously 
admitted stealing a credit 
card and pin number and 
using these on a number of 
occasions at cash machines 
in Campbeltown between 
October 2006 and August 
2007, taking a total of 
£20,200.

Her case had been 
adjourned from April 1 until 
April 28 for social inquiry 

reports and a community 
service assessment and for 
the court to hear from her 
defence counsel. 

Sheriff Anderson QC 
was told on April 28 that 
the reports were not ready; 
Ronald had not kept an 
appointment with a social 
worker. 

Ronald said that she had 
told social services she 
could not attend as she was 
babysitting and looking after 
her own child.

Sheriff Anderson said 
she was ‘not impressed’ by 
Ronald’s non-cooperation 
in the preparation of the 
reports and told Ronald that 
she would be remanded in 
custody until the case next 
called on May 12, to enable 
the reports to be written.

Fraud woman 
remanded for not 
co-operating

£800 in compensation after being found guilty of assaulting 
another man.

Appearing for sentencing last week at Oban Sheriff 
Court, Paul Ritchie, 34, of 21A Corran Brae, Dunollie, had 
previously denied the assault on September 27 last year.

At the trial before Sheriff Douglas Small, the court had 
heard that Ritchie had head butted an uninvited guest at a 
party in the accused’s house before pushing him out of the 
house causing him to fall.

Damaged teeth
The victim had a cut bottom lip, his teeth had gone through 

his lip and a couple of teeth had been damaged, resulting 
in him receiving a crown for a tooth at a cost of £268 and 

Defence agent Duncan Durbin said that his client had been 
a victim of an assault by someone else in his own home 
some time ago, which he had not reported to police, but 
that incident had caused him to over-react to his victim’s 
presence in his home.

Sheriff Small told Ritchie that if it were not for the 
favourable terms of his social enquiry report he would have 
had no hesitation in sending Ritchie to prison.

Man fined £1,000 
for serious assault

are appealing for witnesses to an accident 
on the A85 near Tyndrum, in which a mo-
torcyclist required hospital treatment. 

The accident happened at 1.30pm on 
April 11 and police are keen to speak 
to anyone who witnessed the incident, 
particularly a man in a white t-shirt who 
assisted the injured biker.

Police are also looking to trace an HGV 
that may possibly have been overtaken by 
the bike shortly before the collision. 

Anyone with any information should call 
PC Elaine Ross at Campbeltown Police 

A 36-year-old man will be the subject of 

Witnesses sought following A85 accident involving biker

John’s son Hamish Hoey and his daughter-in-law Theresa help him celebrate at North Argyll 
Care Home.  09_t19hoey01

Oban man marks 103 birthday with songs

Public Meeting

www.waterwatchscotland.org
0845 850 3344

Do you have a query, concern or complaint 
about any related issues:water/wastewater

Come and tell us what matters to you.

Sewer Flooding•

Charges•

Customer Service•

Water Infrastructure•

Climate Change•

Monday 17th May, 11.00am

Atlantis Leisure
Dalriach Road

Oban

Waterwatch Scotland is the national complaints handling authority for all domestic and non-domestic
water customers and consumer representative body for the water industry in Scotland. Please come

along and help us make a difference, by your valued input. 

This meeting will take the format of a round the table discussion and everyone will be 
given the opportunity to voice their concerns.



plus 4 years free credit with nothing to 
pay for the fi rst year
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ALL FINANCE AT DFS IS FREE0% APR
The Campbell 3 seater sofa £399. Or take 4 years interest free credit with nothing to pay for the fi rst year. No deposit and 36 equal 
monthly payments of £11.08 starting 12 months from date of order. Total £399. 0% APR. Credit subject to acceptance. *Mobile charges 
may apply when calling 0800 110 5000. Redhouse Interchange, Doncaster DN6 7NA. DFS may alter or extend promotions at any time.

 The Robyne corner sofa in 100% real leather all 
over, available in a choice of over 40 colours at 
no extra cost. Accent cushions optional extra. 
Full range of matching pieces, all half price too.

Was £1998  Save £1000HALF PRICE 

£998

The Gino 3 seater recliner sofa, in a choice of 
colours at no extra cost. Includes 2 matching 
cushions FREE. Full range of matching pieces, 
all half price too.

Was £1398  Save £700HALF PRICE 

£698
DFS Inverness (01463) 701290
Millburn Road, Inverness IV2 3TR

, ,

.

Better than 
half price

at the
new DFS Inverness

store
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 The Campbell 3 seater sofa, in a choice of 
colours at no extra cost. 

. Full range of matching pieces 
including sofabed all half price too.

Was £798  Save £399HALF PRICE 

£399

Opening Hours: Mon to Fri 9am to 8pm. 
Sat 9am to 6pm. Sun 10am to 6pm.
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YOU SIMPLY 
CAN’T BUY BETTER

• 1, 2, 3 or 4 years free 
credit on everything 

in store

• Everything’s handmade 
to order – just for you

• Europe’s no.1 
sofa specialist

• 10 year guarantee on 
everything DFS make

• Over 40 years’ 
experience of 

helping people fi nd 
their perfect sofa

Today and This Week

All the latest designs in the Vibe collection are 
half price right now – and it gets better. There’s 
no deposit, 4 years free credit with nothing to pay 
for the fi rst year and everything comes in a choice 
of colours at no extra cost too. 

So why settle for just half price when you can have
something better at DFS Inverness?

The Lewis 3 seater sofa in , available 
in a choice of colours at no extra cost. Accent cushions optional 
extra. Full range of matching pieces, all half price too.

Was £1498  Save £750HALF PRICE 

£748

 The Ashby 4 seater leather and fabric sofa, in a 
choice of colours at no extra cost. Full range of 
matching pieces including sofabed, all half price too.

Was £1195  Save £600 HALF PRICE 

£595

 save time - order direct at www.dfs.co.uk or call FREE* 24 hours a day, 7 days a week on 0800 110 5000
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Duror nursery did a spring tidy up at 
Cuil Bay on April 16 as part of  the ‘Keep 
Scotland Beautiful’ scheme to encourage 
everyone to look after their local 
environment.  It was a beautiful day and 
lots of interesting items were collected 
- a disused fence, lawnmower catcher, 
intact light bulbs and a belt were some 
of the more unusual things found.  The 
children did their job well and learnt 
about how important it is to keep our 
world clean.  As the nursery pupils are 
working towards their silver award in the 
ECO schools project, this activity showed 
how important it was to keep the world 
tidy and be responsible citizens.

Barcaldine Primary School children took part in the Keep Scotland Tidy campaign, which ran from April 1 to April 30. The area the 
children targeted this year was the beach beside Loch Creran. They collected approximately 15 bags of litter.

Youngsters help clean 
up beach and bay 

THE SOUTH West Ross Piping Society held 
its 44th Annual Competition on Saturday 
April 24 in Plockton High School Hostel.

There was a large entry with competitors 
travelling from Fort William, Inverness, 
Gairloch and Uist to take part. The judges 
described the standard of piping this year, 
particularly in the Under-15 events, as being 
extremely high. 

The overall winner in the Under-15 events 
was Seamus O ‘Baoighill from Sleat while 
the Under-18 overall winner was Lea 
MacLeod from Dornie. 

Edward Seaman from Edinburgh, a former 
pupil of the Plockton School of Excellence,
was the overall winner in the 18-22 section, 
winning all three events.  The chanter events 
were won by two brothers from Lochcarron 
Primary School. Robert MacInnes won 
the advanced event while younger brother 
Paddy won the beginners event. 
Results: Practice Chanter - New Competitors: 1 
Paddy MacInnes; 2 Katie MacKenzie; 3 Duncan 
MacRae; 4 Meghan O’ Kane; 5 Calum Harper;
6 Lucy Martin. Practice Chanter - Previous 
Competitors: 1 Robert MacInnes; 2 Duncan Watt; 
3 Martin MacRae; 4 Ryan Grant; 5 Malin Lewis; 
6 Rowan MacDonald. Novice March Under-15: 1 
Anna Morrison; 2 Finlay Burstow; 3 Christopher 
Townend; 4 Christy MacRae; 5 Matthew 
Young; 6 Eoghainn Peutan. March Under-15: 
1 Sandy Cameron; 2 Seamus O Baoighill; 3 
Brighde Chaimbeul; 4 Rona Nicolson; 5 Bruce 

MacDonald; 6 James Roxburgh. Strathspey
and Reel Under-15: 1 Seamus O Baoighill; 2 
Brighde Chaimbeul; 3 Bruce MacDonald; 4 
Mairi MacInnes; 5 James Roxburgh; 6 Kayleigh 
Nicolson. Jig  Under 15: 1 Seamus O ‘Baoighill; 
2 Bruce MacDonald; 3 Brighde Chaimbeul; 
4 Frieda McKiggan.Piobaireachd Under-15: 
1 Sandy Cameron; 2 Brighde Chaimbeul; 3 
Seamus O Baoighill; 4 Bruce MacDonald. 
Gaelic Air Under-15: 1 Sandy Cameron; 2 
Bruce MacDonald; 3 Brighde Chaimbeul; 4 
Seamus O Baoighill; 5 James Roxburgh; 6 
Alexander MacLeod. March, Strathspey and 
Reel Under-18: 1 Alexander Levack; 2 Conall 
MacDonagh; 3 Norrie Gillies; 4 Lea MacLeod; 
5 Fiona MacLennan; Best Local - Lea MacLeod. 
Jig Under-18: 1 Alexander Levack; 2 Lea 
MacLeod; 3 Christopher MacDonald; 4 Mattie 
Ross. Piobaireachd Under-18: 1 Lea MacLeod; 
2 Catriona Gibb; 3 Rachel MacDonald; 4 Norrie 
Gillies. Best Local - Lea MacLeod. Best Local 
Girl - Catriona Gibb. March, Strathspey and Reel 
18-22: 1 Edward Seaman; 2 Ewen Duncan; 3 Colin 
Greeve. Jig 18-22: 1 Edward Seaman; 2 Colin 
Greeve; 3 Alasdair Murray. Piobaireachd 18-22:
1 Edward Seaman; 2 Ewen Duncan; 3 Alasdair 
Murray. Overall Under -18 - Lea MacLeod. 
Overall Under-18 Local - Lea MacLeod. Overall
Under-15 - Seamus O Baoighill. Overall 18-
22 - Edward Seaman, excluding Piobaireachd. 
Overall 18-22 - Edward Seaman, including 
Piobaireachd. Youngest Competitor in Piping 
Events - Eoghainn Peutan. Turnout and Bearing, 
Boys - Lachie Dick. Dress and Deportment, Girls 
- Kristin Finlayson.

Killin Community 
Council
BIO MASS Project Acharn:
A planning application will 
hopefully be made in June 
or July. 

There is to be no wood 
transported through the 
village and there is a 
possibility of a forest road to 
be built from the Ardeonaig 
Road through to the Acharn 
site. A grid connection can 
be connected at any time as 
there is an existing 33KV 
cable. It is hoped consent 
will be granted by the end 
of the year and completion 
should be 18 months from 
then. Four local jobs will be 
created to manage the plant.
Community Resilience 
Plan: How would the 
community cope in the event 
of a natural disaster or an 
emergency in which the 
normal emergency services 
could not reach us?

The community has decided 
it should have a community 
emergency plan. A pilot plan 
for Killin is to be prepared. 
Five people are to be elected 
as contacts in the event of 
an emergency to co-ordinate 
a scheme to help others. A 
household plan is to be sent 
to all householders.
Road maintenance: A 
survey of all roads is to take 
place. Dochart Bridge and 
Lochay Bridge walls are to 

lime mix has to be used.
Playpark: Ian Young and 
Claire Thomson attended 
a meeting in the park to 

issues. Stage one will involve 
the community council 
clearing the ditch to the rear 
of the park to help ease the 

sought from Stirling Council. 
In the long term, a new ditch 
is to be dug on the hillside 
from behind the new houses, 

water to the cleared ditch and 
onto the river. The Scottish 
Environment Protection 
Agency will have to be 
consulted and surveys done. 
There was also discussion 
about a hard standing near 
to the entrance to the park to 
accommodate animal pens 
and heavy vehicles when the 
shows are on. The play area 
is to be refurbished when 

sorted out. In the meantime  
maintenance is to be 
undertaken on the existing 
playpark. The community 
council is to look into taking 
on the lease for the park, also 
how much insurance would 
be and would the National 
Park be willing to help with 
funding.
Turning area: Two speed 
bumps are to be replaced 
after a snowplough lifted 
them.
Folklore centre: Possible 

heritage-visitor centre on the 

Breadalbane Forum:
Access to Larbert Hospital:  
After a long discussion it was 
decided it will be quicker 
to go to the new Larbert 
Hospital by the motorway 
rather than through 
the villages.  Demand 
Responsive Transport is 
being introduced in the 

Withdrawal of post-bus 
services led Stirling Council 
to introduce this service 
which will take you from 

‘Extremely high’ standard at 
annual piping competition

South West Ross Piping Society competition prizewinners with their silverware.

KILLIN

Your correspondent 
is Judy Forster: 
01567 820298

outlying areas of Killin and 

bus service on demand, with 
bookings made 24 hours in 
advance, at the cost of a bus 
fare.
New bus service: A new 
service will run from Killin 
to Callander every two hours 
Monday to Saturday from 
7am to 9.30pm and until 
9.52pm on Tuesday and 
Thursday.
City Link buses: Citylink 
Buses are to come to Killin 
on their routes to Glasgow, 
Fort Willliam and Dundee.
Council members: Gordon 
Aitken was co-opted on as 
a member of the community 
council.
Planning: Killin Hotel bar 
change of use to bunk house. 
A conservatory applied for 
on the riverside of hotel. 
BT phone kiosk: Ardeonaig 
kiosk is to be adopted by 
Killin Community Council 
for £1 to keep kiosk as BT 
no longer wants it. It will not 
have a phone in it.
Car parking charges:
These are to be investigated 
to ascertain if it will include 
Killin areas.
Public toilets at bottom 
car  park: The community 
council is to investigate why 
these are still closed.

OBAN’S Rural is celebrating a 
fantastic haul of trophies at the Argyll 
Federation Annual Show in Dunoon. 

It was very much a team effort for the 
16 members, said institute president 
Fiona MacCallum, and many of the 
members were able to travel to the 

She said: ‘It’s been a good year 
for us. We are terribly pleased that 
Sally Weaser won the most points for 
members 35 and under. Her chocolate 
cake was to die for.’ 

Margaret Devine won three cups: 
the Poltalloch Cup for design, the Mrs 
T MacKenzie Trophy and the Mrs B 

McInnes Trophy. From handcrafted 
toys for toddlers to mouth-watering cup 

tea cosy made of material scraps, they 
showed a diversity of talents to win the 
shield for top institute of their size. 

The institute’s home-baking also won 
them the Houston Trophy. 

Oban Women’s Rural Institute demonstrated a range of talents to win six trophies at the federation’s recent 
annual show. 15_t19wri01

Oban Institute wins six trophies for their talents

THE HIGHLAND Pipers’ Society, founded  
in 1906, held competitions over the past few 
meetings in April. 

Results: Piobaireachd: 1 Tom Peterkin, 
Oban Times Challenge Shield, Colonel 
Walter Scott Cup and Gold Medal; 2 Nils 
Michael, Thompson Shield and Silver 
Medal; 3 Iain Macdonald, Bronze Medal. 

March: 1 Nils Michael, J O Duff Tankard 
and Gold Medal; 2 Tom Peterkin, Silver 
Medal; 3 Iain Macdonald, Bronze Medal.

March, Strathspey and Reel: 1 Nils 
Michael, Highland Pipers’ Society Shield 
and Gold Medal; 2 Tom Peterkin, Sgian 

Dhu Hotel Trophy and Silver Medal; 3 Iain 
Macdonald, Bronze Medal. Hornpipe and 
Jig: 1 Tom Peterkin, McRae Cup and Gold 
Medal; 2 Nils Michael, Silver Medal; 3 Iain 
Macdonald Bronze Medal.

 In addition the Anne Main Trophy for the 
best Hornpipe player went to Tom as did the 
Glenbranter Shield for the highest number 
of points overall, The MacLeod Rose Bowl 
for best all round piper and the Cameron 
Trophy for best marching and deportment. 
Thanks to the judges George Lumsden and 
Dugald B MacNeill and to Mary MacAffer 
for presenting the prizes.

A GROUP of pupils has been inspired by 
building their own lifeboats and a school 
trip to see the real thing to raise funds for 
the RNLI. 

Kilchrenan Primary School has been 
learning about water safety and lifeboats 
and brought everything they had learnt to 
life with a visit to Oban Lifeboat station. 

They had a guided tour of the lifeboat 
Mora Edith MacDonald, by the coxswain, 
mechanic and other members of the crew 

and enjoyed crawling all over the boat. 
Headteacher Graham Dickie also entered 
into the spirit by modelling all the special 
clothing and gear worn by crew members on 
a shout. 

Now the pupils want to raise funds to 
support the lifeboat and the volunteers they 
met. They are planning to serve tea, coffee 
and home-baking in the school on Friday 
May 14 from 1.30-2.30pm, with all funds 
going to the lifeboat.

Children from Kilchrenan Primary had a brilliant tour of Oban lifeboat station and 
the Mora Edith MacDonald. 

Kilchrenan pupils support lifeboat

Easdale bowlers gave 
Lorn clubs a roll for their 
money at a competition 
held in Kilmore. As 
winners of the knockout 
trophy they beat North 
Connel in the final. 
t18bowl1

SOUTH West Ross badminton team met Skye at Plockton 
High School games hall on April 20 in the annual challenge 
match.

In a very exciting match, South West Ross won 10-6 and 
Charlie M Macrae, sports council chairman, presented the 
cup to South West Ross captain Joshua Holder.

On the same evening, the shield and medals were presented 
to Lochalsh badminton team, pictured above, as winners of 
the Skye Badminton League. 

Highland Pipers’ Society players compete

Badminton successes

Would you like to know how 
to reduce your tax bill?
Come along to this FREE workshop to find out how.  This new workshop is being run by HM Revenue and 
Customs in partnership with Business Gateway and is aimed at the newly self-employed.  It will cover:

• what your allowable business expenses are and how to work out your tax allowances 

• how to recognise the most common types of allowable business expenses 

• how to identify allowable and non allowable business expenses 

• the different ways to work out your motoring expenses 

• how to correctly work out capital allowances for cars, other vehicles and equipment using examples 

• where to find any further information and help you may need 

• Self Assessment Online 

The workshop will be run at the following venues:

Queens Hall, Dunoon – 10.30am to 1pm on 25 May 2010 

The Community Centre, Lochgilphead – 12.30 to 3pm on 26 May 2010

The Corran Halls, Oban – 9.30am to 12pm on 27 May 2010

To book a place please contact the local Business Gateway office on 01546 605459 
or email business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk
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OPPONENTS of a proposed 
housing development in 
North Ballachulish waved 
placards and posters as 
planning councillors and 

visit on Tuesday.
Around 30 Old Town 

residents turned out to greet 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
planning committee members 

local couple Donnie and 
Elizabeth MacGillivray are 
seeking to build 10 houses, 
including three ‘affordable’ 
homes.

The development is 
recommended for approval, 
but dozens of nearby 
householders lodged 
objections to the plan, and 
last month the committee 
decided a site visit was 

deciding whether to give the 
go ahead.

Scenic spot
The open air gathering at 

the scenic spot off the A82 
north of Ballachulish Bridge 
heard committee chairman 
David Chisholm stress that 
no debate or decision would 
be taken on the day.

Councillors viewed the 
proposed site and its location 
before walking up to the 

A FINAL decision on 

care homes is likely to be 
delayed until June, The Oban 
Times understands.

Highland councillors will 
debate the £30 million project 
at a meeting in Inverness next 

will recommend the plan be 
scrapped on cost grounds.

Reports on the costs to 
the council of building and 
running each home and 
an overview justifying the 
decision not to go ahead will 
be placed before members, 
who sources say look certain 
to defer the matter until 
next month. Cross-party 
opposition to the wholesale 
adandonment of the project 
appears to be hardening as 
councillors think twice about 

SCOTTISH Independent 
Hostels (SIH) is hosting an 

new website www.hostel-
scotland.co.uk in Somerled 
Square, Portree, on Monday 
May 17.

SIH has been 
awarded £17,720 from 
VisitScotland’s Growth 
Fund towards a national 
marketing campaign, which 
aims to make visitors aware 
of the diversity of hostel 
accommodation available 
and highlights Scotland as 
a high quality, affordable 
destination.

Enterprise minister Jim 
Mather MSP will perform 
the launch. Attendees will 
include SIH chairman Terry 
Hall, Charles Kennedy, 
Lord and the Lady 
Macdonald of Macdonald 
and VisitScotland chairman 
Dr Mike Cantlay. Protesters display their opposition at the North Ballachulish site. 10_f19balla01

junction with the A82, which 
some protesters claim would 
become more dangerous 

by the new development.
Good land

Protestors’ spokesperson, 
Glencoe Mountain Rescue 
team leader John Grieve, 
told The Oban Times at the 
site that the loss of good land 
and the area’s character were 
also major factors.

He said: ‘I believe this 
would be an unacceptable 
loss of crofting ground 
which in the future will be 
absolutely vital in growing 
local food. 

‘In the past this ground has 
produced potatoes.

‘I also believe it would 
be out of keeping with the 
character of this township.’

Motives
One local pensioner told 

The Oban Times she had 
raised her family in North 
Ballachulish and questioned 
the protesters’ motives.

The woman, who did not 
wish to be named, said: ‘All 
these people did not moan 
when they were getting their 
own houses built, yet when 
somebody else wants their 

houses built, they object 
– it’s hypocritical. It’s a case 
of they’re all right, Jack. All 
the ones here are not local.

‘The school is getting 
emptied and the kids are 
getting less and less. 

‘The time will come when 
the kids growing up now 
will have to send their kids 
to Kinlochleven or Fort 
William. My kids were born 
and brought up here and they 
have stayed here.’

The planners’ report 
to councillors states the 
development ‘would accord’ 
with the adjacent settlement 
pattern in terms of layout 
and plot size. 

‘No other material 
considerations have been 

weight to merit refusing the 
application,’ it states.

If the application is 
approved, conditions 
include upgrading the road 
and junction between Old 
Town road and the A82 and 
building a footpath to the 
main road.

A programme of 
archaeological work for the 
preservation and recording of 
any archaeological features 
before building starts will 
also be required.

Website launch 
puts hostels              
in spotlight

Donald Cameron: care 
homes ‘could still be 
built’.

By STEPHEN NORRIS

Care homes decision delayed
ditching what many regard 
as a cast-iron promise to the 
Highland electorate. 

Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan councillor 
Donald Cameron told 
The Oban Times: ‘It’s not 
impossible that some of the 
care homes could be built. 

‘This is only a 
recommendation from 

business case to build them. I 
would be totally surprised if 
there was a business case on 
purely economic grounds.

‘There is a cost to looking 
after our elderly and it 
depends on whether there 
is the political will there to 
ensure our old people can 
be looked after in a home in 
their own area.’ 

Councillor Cameron also 
pointed out comparisons of 
costs with the private sector 
were of little value. He 
said: ‘The kindest comment 

I could make with regard 

of private and council-run 
care homes is that they are 
spurious. All the Lochaber 
councillors believe that at 
least 30 per cent savings 
can be achieved from the 

look after a resident of a 
council care home. 

‘Included in this cost 
will be day care provision, 
staff not directly involved 
in residential care and a 
proportion of salaries of 
senior management.’ 

He added: ‘All seven 
Lochaber councillors 
are presently committed 
to retaining council-run 
services and the provision of 
a new Invernevis care home. 

‘Our task will be to 
convince the majority of our 
colleagues that there is little 
to be gained by privatising 
the residential care service 
- and a lot to lose.’

Highland Council 
controversially rowed back 

care homes in Inverness, 
Tain, Muir of Ord and a new 
Invernevis House in Caol at 

in favour of a ‘business case 
review’.

The SNP and Lochaber’s 
four Independents - Bill 
Clark, Lochaber provost 
Allan Henderson, Eddie 
Hunter and Donald Cameron 
- voted against the delay 
while Labour, apart from 
one member, abstained.

Lib Dem/Independent 
administration members, 
led by Councillor Michael 
Foxley, backed the review 
and carried the day, arguing 
that a rethink was essential 
in the face of looming budget 
cuts.

By STEPHEN NORRIS

Opponents of 10-home development 

out in force in North Ballachulish

Housing plan 
prompts 
protest from 
villagers

All seven Lochaber councillors are presently 

committed to retaining council-run services and 

the provision of a new Invernevis care home.
Councillor Donald Cameron.

NEWSDESK
01631 568000



THE SCOTTISH Six Days 
Trial has been hit by an 
outbreak of norovirus, with 

by organisers as an 

The Oban Times

at least 24 hours or until 

that there is an outbreak of 

health are en route to 

Crowds cheer the Scottish Six Day Trial competitors on their traditional parade 
through Fort William High Street on Sunday.

Good position

By RICHARD HADDOCK

Not only have the owners got higher 

The Oban Times

to everyone in the bar that 

SSDT contender: Kinlochleven’s Gary MacDonald in 
action at Leanachan on Monday.

The Lochaber RFC sevens squad who took part in the tournament at 
Banavie on Saturday. f19team01

Jail for man 
who bit off 
walker’s nose

of our refuellers have gone 

Days Trial

Delight for Pre ’65 winner Paul

Lochaber Rugby Sevens 
celildh goes with a swing
Black Watch collect competition silverware

High Street businesses

The virus doesn’t 
seem to be 
affecting people 
for very long, 
so hopefully 
everyone 
who is out of 
action today 
will be okay by 
tomorrow.
Mairi Jenkins.
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I’m George and I’m a P.P.C

Doyle
Independent

A House Of Commons United 
In A Common Cause

Promoted by and for
George Doyle 41 Ellenabech, Easdale, Oban Argyll

Sergeant Colin Johnston 
said: ‘It is important that 
discretion is at the heart of 

are free to use their judgement 
before criminalising the 
public.

‘When you remove the 
target culture from policing, 
you effectively reduce 
bureaucracy and start freeing 

from paperwork, returning

the street.
‘It is the intention of SPF to 

bring about change by open 
debate on this subject with 
chief constables, politicians 
and the public.’

Oban chief inspector Glen 
Bland said: ‘Strathclyde 
Police and Argyll, Bute 
and West Dunbartonshire 
Division put the policing 

communities at the forefront 
and heart of its operations. 

‘An example in Oban 
would be the way police 
addressed illegal parking in 
the town centre. 

‘This was a problem 

and businesses in the town 
and we have been very 
successful in moving on 

term problem.
‘We are committed to 

delivering an excellent 
service to the public and we 
need to monitor the activity 

how we are achieving this. 
‘This is not done through 

individual target setting but 
rather by responding to the 

expressed through our local 
community policing plans.

‘We believe in good 
community policing and 
encourage the use of 
discretion when appropriate. 

penalty ticket it is certainly 
not without merit.

‘My experience is that 

notices we can deal with a 
problem without the need 
to go through the courts, 
saving the tax payer and 
court time, making best use 
of legislation and responding 
proportionally to the actions 
of the offender.

in the Oban area have been 
working to address local 
issues.

‘In 2009/10 compared 
with the previous year we 
have recorded a 4.5 per 
cent decrease in breach of 
the peace offences, 1.6 per 
cent drop in vandalism, 
housebreakings, vehicle 
crimes and other crimes of 
dishonesty have reduced 
by 11.1 per cent. Stop 
searches are up 50 per cent, 
weapon crime down 18 
per cent and detections for 
drinking alcohol in public 
and urinating in public have 
increased by 67.2 per cent.

are entirely committed to 
addressing local concerns by 
using any appropriate lawful 
means.’

Police deny 
targets are 
an issue

Continued from page one

THE WEST Highlands is 

luxurious hotel in Scotland.
The region is also home to 

the most romantic restaurant, 
the best bar food and one 
of the best hotels to host a 
wedding in the country.

The accolades were handed 
out to West Highland hotels 
at this year’s Scottish Hotel 
Awards, held last week.

Inverlochy Castle in 
Torlundy was awarded the 

luxury hotel and the best 
management company 
award.

Norbert Lieder, managing 
director of ICMI, the 
company that runs the hotel, 
said:  ‘It is a great honour 
that our hard work is being 
recognised by our customers 
and peers.’

Romance was the theme 
of the night for Ardanaiseig 
Hotel in Kilchrenan. 

The hotel was awarded the 
most romantic restaurant 
accolade and wedding hotel 
of the year for intimate 
weddings.

Loch Melfort Hotel, which 
has just come under new 
owners Calum and Rachel 
Ross, won the small country 
hotel of the year award.

According to Gary 

the judges: ‘The award for 
Loch Melfort Hotel is well 
deserved and was much 
supported by voters.’   

It was not just the region’s 
accommodation that was 
recognised but the food on 

offer at the hotels as well.
The Airds Hotel in Port 

restaurant of the year and 
the Bridge of Orchy Hotel 
the best bar food award.

Barcaldine House Hotel’s 
head chef Craig Ferguson 
also won rising star chef of 
the year.

Susan Ferguson, 
Barcaldine’s general 
manager, said:  ‘Craig’s 
passion for locally sourced 
Highland ingredients from 
local waters, lands and 
even from the Barcaldine 
Garden is the secret to his 
exceptional menu.’

Food and drink on the 
Isle of Skye was also 
commended at the awards 
ceremony.

The Cuillin Brasserie and 
Malt Embassy Bar of the 
Cuillin Hills Hotel can now 
boast it has the best bar in 
Scotland and the Kinloch 
Lodge Hotel won the wine 
and spirit hotel of the year 
award.

The Kinloch Lodge Hotel 
also won island hotel of the 
year and its second chef 
Andrew Maclugash young 
chef of the year.

Isabella Macdonald, 
who helps run the family 
business, said:  ‘To have 
been awarded all three 
awards is a true honour and 
a credit to our entire team 
here at Kinloch Lodge.’

The Crianlarich Hotel, 

and Coll Hotel also received 
awards on the night.

Head Chef Craig Ferguson doing what he does best in the kitchen of Barcaldine House Hotel.  

West Highlands have some 
of the best hotels in Scotland

ST COLUMBA’S Primary 
School from Oban has 
won a coveted place in the 
grand final of the Scottish 
European Trust’s Euroquiz, 
to be held on May 10 in 
the Scottish Parliament 
Debating Chamber.

Euroquiz is a competition 
for primary six pupils to 
develop their knowledge of 
Europe and the European 
Union.

Over 1,600 pupils from 
more than 400 schools 
competed in the heats 
in all 32 Scottish local 
authorities, with the 
winning teams from each 
going forward to the final. 

EFFICIENCY savings of £4 
million have to be made by 
Argyll and Bute Community 
Health Partnership (CHP) 
this year.

Finance executives identi

CHP budget, approved by 
the committee last week.

In the budget funding 
allocations to the four 
localities was cut by two per 
cent, meaning a saving of 
£1,170,000.

As part of the savings pro
gramme a further £378,000 
will be cut from GP practice 
support payments, £100,000 
from the out of hours’ serv
ice and out of hours’ service 
administration support as 
well as £200,000 from the 
prescribing budget.

Child health, child and 
adolescent mental health, 
psychology and learning 
disabilities budgets will also 
be cut by two per cent.

Argyll and Bute 
faces £4 million 
health cuts

CLASSICAL pianist Jill 
Crossland is giving a concert 
of Bach and Beethoven in St 
John’s Cathedral, Oban, on 
Sunday afternoon. 

Jill is known for her fresh, 
imaginative but profound 
interpretations of familiar 
repertoire and most notably 
for her Bach.

This concert will be free, 
with a retiring collection. 

Jill has an active concert 
and recording career; 
her recent appearances 
include London’s Wigmore 
Hall and South Bank, 
Vienna’s Musikverein and 
Konzerthaus, the Sage 
Gateshead, Bridgewater Hall 
and Leipzig Gewandhaus.

Jill’s recordings include the 
Bach Goldberg Variations 
on Warner Classics and the 
’48 Preludes and Fugues’ 
on Signum, widely praised 
as one of the best accounts 
ever recorded, described by 
the Penguin Guide to CDs as 
‘a remarkable achievement, 

previous versions’ and by 
Radio 3 as ‘one of the most 
satisfying recent recordings 
of Bach’s keyboard music’.

The concert will be a 
preview of Jill’s forthcoming 
recital at Beethoven’s 
birthplace in Bonn at the end 
of May.

On this visit, Jill also plays 
this programme at An Tobar 
Arts Centre, Tobermory, 
Mull, tomorrow (Friday).

Classical
pianist at 
St John’s 
Cathedral

Pianist Jill Crossland

AUTHOR Alex Mac Rae hears voices from 
his past.

And the Seil Island resident has put those 

prosperity. Alex said: ‘My father recorded 
the voices of his family in South Uist 
after being persuaded to do so by linguist 
Margaret Fay Shaw.’ 

Ms Shaw had spent time with Alex’s 
great aunts Peigi and Mairi Andra Mac Rae 
learning Gaelic and with help recording 
their voices and songs. ‘Many of the songs 

would have been lost altogether if it had not 
been for that tape recorder,’ Alex laughs.

His book is a joyous adventure through 
island life of 1970 and the CD of his father’s 
recordings includes songs and voices of 
islanders at family parties and in many 
homes on the island. 

It is a document to the lives of one 
extended family and friends and a testament 
to Scottish island life.

Alex will launch his book, The Voices, at 
Waterstone’s Bookshop tonight (Thursday). 

WHEN the authorities imposed 

to tell the birds. 
Summer visitors have been 

arriving early and in force.
Early April saw the arrival of 

summer migrants and with 
these summer visitors were 
some ‘lost’ exotic visitors 
rarely seen in the UK let alone 
Argyll.

On April 13, a Golden Oriole 
was sighted near the River Add 
at Dunadd. This bird, about the 
size of a thrush, is a striking 
yellow with black wings and 
tail and usually breeds from 
southern Sweden down to the 
Mediterranean.

The second and equally 
remarkable sighting was 
of a Hoopoe on Jura. This 
Mediterranean bird about 
the size of a Lapwing has a 
curved bill and pinkish brown 
plumage with striking black 
and white barring on the wings.

at Ardpatrick Home Farm in 
Mid Argyll on April 4 and the 

Mid Argyll on April 10. 

recorded was at Friesland 
on Coll on April 9.
County Recorder Paul Daw 
is, however, more concerned 
about how some of our resident 
species have fared in recent 
months.

Paul said:  ‘After such a hard 
winter, there has been a crash 
in the numbers of Wrens and 
some other small birds, but 
most concern centres around 
the status of the Stonechat, with 
very few records for the year to 
date.’

Watch out for next month’s 
update on what’s about in the 
region. In the meantime don’t 
forget that the Argyll Bird Club 
photo competition, supported by 
The Oban Times, is underway. 
Entries must be in by August 
31; details are available from 
www.argyllbirdclub.org.

A MAN accused of driving a car at 
another man in an Oban supermarket 
car park has been convicted at Oban 
Sheriff Court of dangerous driving.

William Leitch, aged 35, had 
denied driving towards his victim at 
excessive speed on October 27 last 
year.

The court heard previously that 
Leitch and his victim had had an 
exchange of heated words before the 

incident and when Leitch had driven 
round the corner of the car park, his 
victim had to jump back from the 
edge of the road to avoid being hit.

Video
Defence agent Anne Ritchie argued 

that the car had not gone on to the 
kerb and that the victim, according 
to video footage shown, had not 
‘leapt into the bushes’ as originally 
described by an independent witness, 

who did not drive herself.
Sheriff Douglas Small found that 

Leitch’s driving had fallen below 
the standard of a reasonable and 
competent driver and consequently 
found him guilty.

Leitch, 6 Stewarton Road, Glasgow, 

ordered to resit his test at the end of 
the ban period.

Man drove at pedestrian in supermarket car park

Alex Mac Rae has recorded songs, tales and documented island life. 16_t19voice1

Alex hears voices from the past

BUSINESSES in north 
Argyll have been told they 
must remove roadside 
signage by today (Thursday) 
or they will be prosecuted.

The signs, highlighting 
businesses such as Castle 
Stalker View Cafe, 
Inverawe Smokehouse 
and The Pierhouse in Port 
Appin, contravene the 
Town and Country Planning 
(Control of Advertisements) 
(Scotland) Regulations 

Argyll and Bute Council 
and as such are potential 
risks to motorists.

Nicholas Horne of The Pier 
House said: ‘The council 
should be helping us in the 
current economic climate 
not hindering us by making 
us remove these signs. 
Telling people about our 
business is very important 
and makes a sustainable 
economic impact. If we 
cannot advertise we will not 
survive.

‘As a group of business 
people we believed that we 

had made some progress 
with the council during a 
meeting in November.’

At that meeting the council 

had not received complaints 
about the signage. 

Mr Horne continued: 
‘From a logical, good 
common sense point of 
view it makes no sense to 
enforce change for the sake 
of change.’

Jamie McGrigor Highlands 
and Islands MSP said; 
‘Many of these advertising 
signs have been in place 
for 30 years and I quite 
understand how this has 
become a burning issue. 

‘Enforcement is a 
discretionary power and 
the council is not bound to 
act where there is a wider 
public interest. The removal 
of advertising signs would 
wound these businesses 
deeply and in some instances 
might make the public think 
that they had either closed 
down or were no longer 
there.’

In a reply from the council 
to Mr McGrigor, aplanning 

revisited each of the signs 
and undertaken a robust 
approach to assessing their 
appropriateness against a 
framework of acceptability.

‘It is understandable that 
businesses will want to probe 
the planning department’s 
position and as such we 
intend to arrange a meeting 
at which we will answer any 
questions and offer as much 
advice as is required.

‘I appreciate that 
enforcement action is 
discretionary, however, I 
would remind you that the 
display of an advertisement 
in contravention of the 
provisions of the Town 
and Country Planning 
(Control of Advertisements) 
(Scotland) Regulations 1984 
is an offence. With this in 
mind I would suggest that 
the council taking no further 
action regarding this issue 
could not be considered 
acceptable.’

‘Risky’ roadside signs 
must be removed 

There have been very few sightings of 
Stonechats, like this male, after the harsh 
winter. Picture by Jim Dickson

Summer visitors arrive 
early in Argyll

School makes it to 
Euroquiz final in 
parliament

Man walks towards 
mountain challenge
FUNDRAISER George 
Berry, Oban, has started to 
walk all over the place in a 
bid to prepare for his Man 
versus Mountain challenge.

George, who has set him
self the challenge of raising 
cash for Oban Hospice, 
continues to exercise every 
day for an hour. 

George and his team of 
walkers will be doing a 
practise climb up Ben Lora 
on May 23 starting at Ener
gie Fitness at 9 am.

Sea eagle nest 
disturbed
TOURISTS who got too 
close to the Mull sea eagles 
have been arrested and 
charged.

The two eastern European 
nationals approached a nest 
site on the island and caused 

Their alleged behaviour 
is a contravention of the 
Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981.

The incident happened 
on Saturday May 1 around 
noon.

Appin artists’ open 
week for charity
APPIN artists are having 
an open studio week to 
raise money for ME Action 
Charity.

Midge and Alex Gourlay 
will open Port Appin Studio 
to the public from June 5 to 
June 12, except June 9.

All paintings, jewellery, 
cards and prints will be for 

be held. 

Author is guest at 
Kilmartin Museum
SCOTTISH author Margaret 
Elphinstone was the guest of 
honour at a literary dinner 
held at Kilmartin House 
Museum as part of Show 
Scotland celebrations.

Kilmartin House Museum 
and Auchindrain Township 
both held a series of events 
for Show Scotland’s Big 
Weekend.

Three peaks charity 
challenge team to 
stop in Oban
TEN men attempting to 
climb the three highest 
peaks in Britain and cycle 
the 500 miles between 
them will be stopping off in 
Oban.

Andrew Stark and his 
friends, who are doing 
the challenge for charity, 
will arrive in the town on 

of their journey north.
The men are attempting to 

raise £20,000 for Help for 
Heroes and its new rehabili
tation centre.

The men started their 
challenge at Mount Snow
don in Wales yesterday and 

Friday May 14.
Not only are the men 

cycling the 500 miles but 
four of them, from Chelten
ham, will be doing it on a 

Log on to www.justgiving.

lenge or call 0845 673 1760.



12 LEISURE Thursday 6 May, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

 .........................................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................

 ........................................................................................
 ..........................................................................................................

Please tick all that apply:
 I will be attending the event
 I am interested but cannot attend the event
 Do you have additional needs Y/N
 I would need help with transport
 I would need help with childcare

 ........................................................................................................

Forward 
Together Event

Saturday 15th May
10am – 2.30pm

Oban High School

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL

090 6612 4520

090 6612 4521

090 6612 4522

090 6612 4523

090 6612 4524

090 6612 4525

090 6612 4526

090 6612 4527

090 6612 4528

090 6612 4529

090 6612 4530

090 6612 4531

THE SUN shone on the Highlands and Islands Music and Dance 
Festival as hundreds of children and adults descended on the town of 
Oban for one of the biggest festivals on the west coast.

With a good turnout of dancers, musicians and singers there was all 
to play for at the competition levels of the festival.

A great number of prizes went to competitors from Oban and Lorn, 
with noteable entries from primary schools in many of the singing 
and dancing competitions. A dance group from Dunbeg Primary 
School didn’t put a foot wrong for adjudicator Margo Priestley. 
While Lochnell Primay School gave an enjoyable performance in 
the Action Song competition.

Many people attending the event were impressed by the good 
organisation of the three-day event, while organisers praised the 
many adjudicators, accompanists, stewards, sponsors and chairmen 
who gave their time to offer hospitality to the many sell out concerts 
and competitions.

The event has grown in stature year on year since it began in 1984 and 
it now hosts 12 music and dance disciplines in 144 classes with 1200 
competitors from all over the west coast and far beyond taking part. 

John Anderson, who brought his daughter from England for the 
competitions, said: ‘We never miss the competition here in Oban. 
It is the highlight of our year and the sun always shines on the day. 
The atmosphere, the hospitality and the good humour of all involved 
make it the best event on the circuit for us as a family.’

But the star of the show was one young man, Ewan Macdonald, 
from Oban who stole the show. The high school pupil was named by 
the Rotary Club of Oban as the Musician of the Year in recognition 
of his talent as a performer, tutor and musician. The role will see him 
become an ambassador throughout Britain for music in Argyll.

Visit www.obantimes.co.uk for more HIMDF photographs.
Young musician of the Year Ewan Macdonald being presented with the trophy by Ronnie Neil from the Rotary Club.  15_t19him25

Highlands and Islands Music 
and Dance Festival success
Oban boy wins 
musician of the year

Samantha Parkinson was note perfect 16_t19him7

Rhuri Morrison, accordionist with best 
potential. 16_t19him11

Sam Rutherford from the Isle of Coll shone in the 
competition for the Iona Trophy. 16_t19him14

Hannah MacRae, of Roybridge won the own composition class. 
16_t19him16

Argyll and Bute dancers at the Scottish Area Finals 16_t19him5

John Allen McLean from Kilninver was thanked 
for his 25 years service to at the festival 16_
t19him15

Breagha Charlton on her award winning 
clarsach 16_t19him22

Captivating the crowd are Sequence in ensemble singing 16_t19him20

Malcolm Clark won his class in singing. 16_t19him2
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what’son
CINEMA LISTINGS > Highland Theatre
IRON MAN 2 CERT 12A
Daily 6.00, 8.30. Sat/Sun Matinee 1.00, 3.30
HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON CERT PG
Sat/Sun1.30,3.45
DEAR JOHN CERT 12A
Daily 6.15
CEMETERY JUNCTION CERT 15
Daily 8.30

Thursday 6 May > Producers Market
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch

Thursday 9 May > Piano Recital
St John’s Cathedral 3pm

9 - 15 May > Spring Festival
Loch Shiel 01397 722334

Saturday 15 May > Community Planning
Oban High School 10am - 2.30pm Partnership

Thursday 9 June > Singing Kettle
Corran Halls, Oban, 5pm

WHAT’S ON
in association with the Highland Cinema,
George Street, Oban Tel: 01631 562444

your essential guide to live music

gigguide

Every Sunday > Quiz Night
Markie Dans

Thursday 6 May > Finn
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Thursday 6 May > She’Koyokh
Iona Community Hall, Iona

Friday 7 May > George Noble
The Woody

Friday 7 May > Scott MacDonald
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Friday 14 May > Stretch and Archie
Markie Dans

Friday 14 May > Shananigans
The Woody

Saturday 15 May > Declan Hegarty
Markie Dans

Saturday 15 May > Brass Monkeys
The Woody

Monday 17 May > She’Koyokh
Bunessan Village Hall, Mull

Friday 21 May > She’Koyokh
Community Hall, Eigg

Friday 21 May > Ballochmyle
The Woody

Saturday 22 May > She’Koyokh
Hootanannys, Inverness

Saturday 12 June > Daimh & Buille
Sunart Centre, Strontian

Wednesday 7 July > Daimh & Buille
Eden Court, Inverness

www.tuneup.org.uk

www.oban.org.uk the definitive web guide 
to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits per year.

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
Local

Producers
Markets

Thursday 6th May
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch
1 mile along the Tralee road

10am to 3pm
Lots to eat and do

Interested Producers contact
01631 720223

Local Origins Rural Network
www.lorn.org.uk
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JILL CROSSLAND
PIANO RECITAL
international pianist plays

preview of recital at 

Beethoven’s house, Bonn

BACH
Selection of

Preludes and 

Fugues

BEETHOVEN
Piano Works
(Moonlight and 

Tempest Sonatas;

Bagatelles Op126)

ST JOHN’s Cathedral, OBAN
Sunday 9th May 2010, 3 pm

Admission FREE - retiring collection

Magnetic...delightful
- Penguin CD/DVD Guide

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
the toy cupboard
20th Birthday Party & Fundraiser

Sat. 15th May
Corran Halls, Oban, 1pm – 3pm
Bouncy Castle, Portrait Photos,

Scotland’s Garden 
Scheme

Charity No. SCO11337

Arduaine Gardens
Arduaine

GARDEN OPEN
9.30am – 6.00pm

May 9th

Adm. £5

Scotland’s Garden 
Scheme

Charity No. SCO11337

Knock Cottage
Lochgair

GARDEN OPEN
12noon - 5pm
8th & 9th May

15th & 16th May
Homemade Teas

Adm. £3.00

CRAFT FAIR
Easdale Island Hall, 

Sun 9th May, 
11am to 4pm, arts and 

crafts, home baking, teas, 
soup, face painting. 

For stalls call 01852 300093 or 
email arts.admin@easdale.org

Oban Congregational Church
COFFEE MORNING

Saturday 8th May
(in the church hall, top of Argyll Street)

10.30 – 2pm
Tea/coffee/homebaking/soup

Church sale stall

OBAN AND LORN 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Rhododendron
Show

Centre

Open to public from 12 noon

Plants for sale
Proceeds in aid of charity

North Connel & District 
Horticultural Society
PLANT SALE
Saturday 15th May

VICTORY HALL, 
BENDERLOCH

RAFFLE

GARDEN OPENING
Ormsary House

Kilberry Rd. (B8024)
Sunday 16th May 2010

2.00pm – 6.00pm
PLANT SALE • BLUEBELL WALKS

VETERAN CARS • HOMEMADE TEAS
IN AID OF THE MS THERAPY CENTRE

THE RED CROSS AND SOUTH KNAPDALE PARISH CHURCH

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.50

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

Festival results
Highland Dancing Scottish Area 
Finals: Overall Winner North 
Aberdeenshire.

Scottish Choreography challenge, 
choreographed Set theme – New 
York Tartan Day; Overall Winner: 
Dawn Fraser School, Stirling.

Choreographed Scottish Theme: 
12 years and under : Grant Low 
School, Kirriemuir and Forfar; 16 
years and under: Fiona MacNeil 
School, Newton Mearns; 17 
years and over: Aileen Robertson 
School, Ayr.

Accordion and Fiddle Masters 
Accordion: 1 Lagavullin 

Distillery: Trophy Liam Stewart, 
Galston, 2 Campbell Memorial 
Trophy: Tom Orr, Lanark, 3 Gary 
Sutherland, Giffordtown; Fiddle: 

1 Oban Distillery Trophy: 
Nicola Auchnie, Turriff, 2 Gordon 
McLachlan Memorial Trophy: 
Maggie Adamson, Shetland, 3 
Graham MacKenzie, Inverness. 

Champion of Champions, 
Jimmy Feighan Trophy – Ewan 
MacDonald, Oban. 

Rotary Young Musician of the 
Year 

Junior Solo piping and chanter 
(main sponsor John MacAlister 
(Oban) Ltd)

Chanter March under 12: 
Argyll Print Trophy: 1 Finlay 
Cameron, Roybridge, 2 Emma 
Fraser, Mintlaw, 3 James Murray, 
Cupar; Chanter 12 and under 14 
years HIMDF Trophy: 1Jamie 
MacGregor, Connel, 2 Jamie 
Killorn, Oban, 3 Innes MacQueen, 
Isle of Luing; Most promising, 
the Frances Shand Kydd Trophy: 
Jamie MacGregor; Novice March 
under 13, Oban Electrical Services 
Trophy: 1 Craig Davidson, Erskine, 
2 Alasdair MacLean, Oban, 3 Jason 
Cordell, Campbeltown; 

The Anthony Campbell 
Memorial Trophy (Netherlorn 
Piping Society): Alastair MacLean; 
Ground of a Piobaireachd, D 
Watt & Son Trophy: 1 Cameron 
Bennett, North Connel, 2 James 
MacPherson, Oban, 3 Jason 
Cordell, Campbeltown; 

Piobaireachd under 15, Pipe 
Dreams Trophy: 1 Taylor 
Townsley, Airdrie, 2 Iain 
Crawford, Strathaven; 3 Sandy 
Cameron, Roybridge; March under 
15, HIMDF Trophy: 1 Sandy 
Cameron, Roybridge; 2 Seamas 
O’Boighill, Sleat; 3 Brighde 
Chaimbeul, Sleat; Strathspey and 
Reel: 1 Iain Crawford, Strathaven; 
2 Steven McNair, Strachur, 3 
Seamas O’Boighill, Sleat; Lodge 
Earraghaidheal 1822 Trophy: 
Steven McNair; Jig under 15: 1 
Sandy Cameron, Roybridge
; 2 Iain Crawford, Strathaven, 
3 Brighde Chaimbeul, Sleat; 
The Billy Kirkham Trophy: Iain 
Crawford;

Piobaireachd 15 and under 18, 
Angus MacAlister Memorial 
Quaich: 1 Sarah Muir, 
Campbeltown, 2 Ross Ferguson, 
Campbeltown, 3 James Rosie, Fort 
William; March

15 and under 18: 1 Ciaran 
Sinclair, Saltcoats; 2 Ross 
Ferguson, Campbeltown, 3 Sarah 
Muir, Campbeltown; Strathspey 
and Reel 15 and under 18: 1
Angus J MacColl, Benderloch, 2
Sarah Muir, Campbeltown; 3
Ciaran Sinclair, Saltcoats; The 
Shaw Family trophy: Sarah Muir; 
Hornpipe and Jig 15 and under 
18, Bill Crowe Trophy: 1 Angus 
J MacColl, Benderloch, 2 Craig 
Barbour, Campbeltown; 3
Sarah Muir, Campbeltown; The 
Allan Macinnes Memorial Trophy: 
Sarah Muir. 

Senior Piping
Open Piobaireachd (P & A 

Grade) Royal, the Cooper Salver 
and Dugald MacColl Memorial 
Trophy: 1 Faye Henderson, Angus, 
2 Fiona Manson, Glasgow, 3 
Euan MacCrimmon, Oban; Open 
Piobaireachd (B & C Grade), 
Royal Bank of Scotland Trophy 
& Walter Drysdale Trophy: 1 
Iain Marshall, Oban, 2 Craig 
Muirhead, 3Keith J Bowes, 
Inchinnan; March Strathspey & 
Reel (P & A Grade), Reid Family 
Trophy: 1 Andrea Boyd, Glasgow, 
2 Simon McKerrell, Lenzie, 3 
William Geddes, Glasgow; March, 
Strathspey & Reel (B & C Grade), 
North West Securities and Riona 
T Macinnes trophies: 1 Craig 
Muirhead, 2 Euan Dewar, Oban, 3 
Struan Thorpe, Lochgilphead. 

Primary Choirs (Accompanied): 
1 Lochnell Primary School Choir, 2 
Strath of Appin Primary School, 3 
Park Primary School Choir; Junior 
Choirs under 18, John Wallace 
Trophy: 1 Lochgilphead High 
School Choir; Vocal Solo Girls 
Primary 4 and 5, R T Macinnes 
Trophy: 1 Rachel MacGregor, 
Connel, 2 Lauren MacDonald, 
Lochnell, 3 Kate McPherson, 
Lochnell; Vocal Solo Boys Primary 
4 and 5, The Arthur Gillies Trophy: 
1 Callum Shaw, St Columba’s, 2 
Ewan Shearer, Taynuilt; Vocal Solo 
Girls Primary 6 and 7, Frances 
Shand Kydd Trophy: 1 Emma 
Baird, Taynuilt, 2 K a t h e r i n e 
Pennock, Taynuilt, 3= Charlotte 
Lawson, St Columba’s and Louise 
Campbell, Benderloch, Vocal Solo 
Boys Primary 6 and 7, HIMDF 
Trophy: 1 Dominik Sapinski, St 
Columba’s, 2 Tom Lines, 
Taynuilt and Marcus Swietlicki, 
Kilchrenan; 3Daniel MacVicar, St 
Columba’s. 

Classical Song, HIMDF Trophy: 
1 Emma Baird, Taynuilt, 2 Oliver 
Childs, Benderloch, 3 Louisa 
Campbell, Benderloch; Vocal 
Duet Primary, HIMDF Trophy: 1 
Emma Baird & Partner, Taynuilt; 
2 Katherine Harris and Louisa 
Campbell, Benderloch, 3 Breagha 
Charlton & Bridget Cox, Taynuilt; 
Song from the Shows Primary, 
Berni McMillan Trophy: 1 
Katherine Harris, Benderloch, 2
Emma Baird, Taynuilt, 3 Marcus 
Swietlicki, Kilchrenan; Scots Song 
S1 and S2, Margaret Farmer Trophy: 
1 Ryan Kopel, Kirriemuir, 2
 Christopher Clark, Isle of Luing, 
3 Lora MacLeod, Benderloch; 
Scots Song S3+, HIMDF Trophy: 
1 Malcolm Clark, 2 
Lindsay Johnson, Ford, 3 Aimie 
MacDonald, Appin; Classical Song 
S1 and S2, Iona Shop Trophy: 1 
Ryan Kopel, Kirriemuir, 2

Lora MacLeod, Benderloch, 3 
Christopher Luing, Isle of Luing; 
Classical Song S3+, HIMDF 
Trophy: 1 Rebecca Hill, Connel; 2 
Malcolm Clark, 3 Lindsay Johnson, 
Ford; Songs from the Shows S1 
and S2, Frances Grant Trophy: 1 
Ryan Kopel, Kirriemuir, 2 Amelia 
Inglis, Kilninver, 3 Christopher 
Clark, Isle of Luing; Songs from 
the Shows S3+, MacKinnon 
Family Trophy: 1 Malcolm Clark, 
2 Lindsay Johnson, Ford, 3 Hayley 
Edwards, Benderloch; Vocal Duets 
Secondary, Mary Pollock Trophy: 
1 Amy Hoey and Jonathan Sayer, 
2 Hayley Edwards and Lora 
MacLeod, Benderloch, 3 Rebecca 
Hill and Aimie MacDonald; 
Primary Folk Singing, NABO 
Trophy: 1 Dunbeg Folk Group, 
2 Barcaldine Primary School, 
3 Ardchattan Primary School; 
Folk Singing Solo Open, Guitar 
Accompanied or Unaccompanied, 
Oban Gaelic Choir Trophy: 1 Jack 
Anderson, 2 Pauline Carson, Oban; 
Ensemble Open, HIMDF Trophy: 
1 Sequence Pink, 2 Sequence Blue; 
Scots Song Open, Argyll Oils 
Trophy: 1 Eilidh Munro, Glasgow, 
2 Shona Keith, Lochgair; 3 Pauline 
Carson, Oban; Songs from the 
Shows Open, The Highlands 
Restaurant Trophy: 1 Shona Keith, 
Lochgair; Classical Song Open, 
HIMDF Trophy: 1 Shona Keith, 
Lochgair; Anne MacDougall 
Memorial Trophy Shona Keith; 
Gillies Cup: Sequence Pink

Recorder: Primary Recorder 
Groups, Agnes Connelly Trophy: 
1 Dunbeg Recorder Group, 2 
Taynuilt Recorder Group, 3 
Barcaldine Primary School; 

March Strathspey and Reel 
Under 12 Traditional Scottish, 
Islay Accordion Club Trophy: 1 
Calum Munro, Bishopbriggs, 2 
Ruairidh G. Gollan, Edderton; 
Most promising Frances Shand 
Kydd Trophy: Ruairidh Gollan; 
March Strathspey and Reel

12 and under 16 Traditional 
Scottish, Iona Shop Trophy: 1 
Adam Gibb, Biggar, 2 Adin 
Graham, Windygates, 3 
Sam Rutherford, Isle of Coll; Gaelic 
Waltzes 12 and under 16 Traditional 
Scottish, Iain McPhail Trophy: 
1 Adin Graham, Windygates, 
2 Ruairidh Morrison, Kilmore, 

3 Adam Gibb, Biggar; March 
Strathspey and Reel 12 and under 
16 Pipe, Oban Accordion Club 
Trophy: 1 Sam Rutherford, Isle of 
Coll, 2 Alex Stewart, Stanley, 
3 Adam Gibb, Biggar; The 
Duncan Campbell Trophy for most 
promising competitor: Ruairidh 
Morrison.

March Strathspey and Reel 
Traditional Open Button Key 
Accordion: 1 John Weaks, 
Glasgow; March Strathspey and 
Reel Traditional Open, Mcintee 
Family Trophy: 1 Matthew 
MacLennan, Kiltarlity, 2 Gary 
Sutherland, Giffordtown, 3 
Andrew Gibb, Biggar. Jimmy 
Shand Scotrail Trophy: Matthew 
MacLennan; March Strathspey 
and Reel Open, Button Key 
Accordion: 1 John Weaks; Mr and 
Mrs H Macinnes Trophy: John 
Weaks; Gaelic Waltzes Traditional 
Open, Iain McPhail Trophy: 1 
Andrew Gibb, 2 Gary Sutherland, 
3 Andrew MacDonald, Inverlochy; 
March Strathspey and Reel Open 
Pipe Neil Sinclair Trophy: 1 
Matthew MacLennan, 2 Andrew 
MacDonald, Inverlochy, 3 Gary 
Sutherland; Own Composition 
(Accordion or Fiddle) Open, Angus 
and Ella MacFadyen Memorial 
Trophy: 1 Hannah MacRae, 
Roybridge, 2 Robert Robertson, 
Oban, 3 Andrew Gibb; Traditional 
Scottish Group/Band, HIMDF 
Trophy: 1 The MacKenzie Family, 
Inverness, 2 Clan MacFadyen, 3
Adam Gibb. 

Clarsach
Beginners, Campbell Family 

Trophy: 1 Breagha Charlton, 
Taynuilt, 2 Megan Keys Isle 
of Kerrera; Intermediate, Oban 
Gaelic Drama Trophy: 1 Katherine 
MacCuish, Oban, 2 Catriona 
Clark, Castle Douglas, 3 Keira 
Smith, Oban; Advanced Trophy,  
Russell Quaich; 1 Catriona Kerr, 
Oban; Solo Singing with self 
accompaniment,

Clarsach Society Trophy: 1 Eilidh 
Munro, Bishopbriggs and Rebecca 
Hill, Connel; Duets, Barry Milner 
Trophy: 1 Katherine MacCuish 
and Catriona Kerr; Recital,

Soroba House Trophy: 1 Eilidh 
Munro, 2 Isla Short, Biggar; Non-
traditional, HIMDF Trophy: 1 Isla 
Short, 2 Jennifer McLuckie, Oban, 

3 Catriona Kerr, Oban; 

March under 12 Traditional 
Scottish, Oban Strathspey and 
Reel Society Trophy: 1 Magnus 
Westwell, Edinburgh, 2 Ruairidh 
Gollan, Tain, 3= Finlay Bennett, 
North Connel and Stuart 
Davidson, Tarves; Frances Shand 
Kydd Trophy for most promising 
competitor: Bronwen Davies, 
Kilninver; March, Strathspey 
& Reel 12 and under 16, Oban 
Accordion & Fiddle Club Trophy: 
1 Robbie MacKenzie, Inverness, 
2 George Davidson, Tarves, 3 
Seamus O Baoighill, Isle of Skye; 
Slow Air (Traditional) 12 and under 
16: 1 Jack Westwell, Edinburgh, 2 
George Davidson, Tarves, 3= Mairi 
Voinot, Lochgilphead and Robbie 
MacKenzie, Inverness; March 
Strathspey and Reel Traditional 
Scottish Open, Calum MacPhail 
Trophy: 1 Ann Nicol, Insch, 2
Graham MacKenzie, Inverness, 3 
Shona MacFadyen, West Kilbride; 
Slow Air Traditional Scottish Open, 
Christine MacKenzie Trophy: 1 
Graham MacKenzie, Inverness; 2 
Ann Nicol, 3 Shona MacFadyen. 

Solo (Pre-Grade 1), Caroline 
Boyle Trophy: 1 Jordan Ramsay, 
Peterhead, 2 Melanie Ronnie, 
Edinburgh, 3 Olivia Tweedie, 
Belfast; Solo (Grade 1), Sileas 
Sinclair Trophy: 1 Morgan 

Chalmers, Perth, 2 Sophie Carswell, 
Taynuilt, 3 Marnie Clark, Castle 
Douglas and 3 Clare Faherty, Perth; 
Grade 2, Neil Sinclair Trophy: 
1 Mhairi Sloan, Perth, 2 Callum 
Mitchell, Perth, 3 Sarah Carlin, 
Oban; Duet Grade 1 or 2: 1Morgan 
Chalmers and Clare Faherty; Solo 
Grade 3, Sileas Sinclair Trophy: 1 
John Sloan, Perth, 2 Anna Garvin, 
Oban; Grade 4, Peter & Peggy 
Sinclair Memorial Prize: 1 Ruth 
Faherty, Perth, 2 Kirsty Campbell, 
Oban; Solo (Scottish Music); 1 
Anna Garvin, Oban; Bach Solo; 1 
Hayley Litster, Perth and Jessica 
Bennett, Melrose; Classical Solo: 
1 Jack Westwell, Edinburgh, 2 
Hayley Litster; 3 Isla Short, Biggar 
and Jessica Bennett; Ragtime and 
Blues: 1 Hayley Litster; Romantic 
Period: 1 Jack Westwell, Edinburgh, 
2 Finlay Sinclair, Oban, 
3 Jessica Bennett and Hayley 
Litster; Modern: 1 Jack Westwell, 
2 Jessica Bennett, 3 Hayley Litster; 
The Lady Fermoy Trophy: Jack 
Westwell, VisitScotland Trophy: 
Anna Garvin.

Woodwind Primary Elementary: 
1 Megan Keys, Isle of Kerrera, 
2 Katy Isla Ramsay, Peterhead, 
3 Calum Munro, Bishopbriggs; 
Woodwind Primary Open; 1 
Calum Munro, 2 Chelsea McNab, 
Oban, 3 Eilidh Eynd, Dunblane; 
Woodwind Duet: 1 Samuel Barrett 
and Ruaridh Litster-Campbell; 
Junior Woodwind (S1): 1 Caitlin 
Taylor, Taynuilt, 2 Amy Leigh 
Boyce, Taynuilt; 3 Maeve 
Hannigan, Taynuilt; Woodwind 
Intermediate (S2 and S3): 1 
Amelia Inglis, Kilninver, 2 Emily 
Scott, Kilmore; 3 Kirsty Campbell, 
Oban; Woodwind Senior (S4,5 and 
6): 1 Jessica Bennett, Melrose, 2 
Claire Anderson, Lochgilphead, 
3 Kirsty Thompson, Dalmally; 
Secondary Woodwind Duet: 
1 Claire Anderson and Eilidh 
Fyfe; Brass Primary Elementary: 
1 Gavin Johnson, Kilmartin, 2 
Sorley McNally, Clachan Seil; 
Brass Primary Open; 1 Magnus 
Westwell, Edinburgh, 2 Sophie 
Garner, Kilmartin, 3 Alasdair 
MacLean, Kilmartin; Junior 
Brass (S1); Laura Erin Broadfoot, 
Oban, 2 James Kane, Taynuilt; 
Brass Intermediate (S2 and S3): 
1 Matthew Tanner, Lochgilphead; 
HIMDF Lorn Trophies to overall 
winners: Woodwind Primary:  
Calum Munro; Secondary:  Jessica 
Bennett; Brass Primary: Magnus 
Westwell; Secondary: Matthew 
Tanner. 

Stick & Pad, Oban Music 
Trophy: 1Andrew Watson, 2= 
Lorne Sinclair, Connel and  Robbie 
Brown, Glenstrae; March (4 part), 
Royal Bank of Scotland Trophy: 
1 Mhairi Dempster, Glenstrae, 2 
Mark Leishman, Campbeltown, 3 
Ewan Fyfe, Inveraray; Hornpipe 
& Jig, United Auctions Trophy: 
1= Amy Underwood, Dalmally 
and Fraser Davidson, Toward 2 
Kyle MacEwan, Dunoon; March, 
Strathspey & Reel (15 and under 
18) Adam MacCracken Trophy; 
1 Amy Underwood, Dalmally, 
2 Fraser Davidson, Toward, 3 
Kyle MacEwan, Dunoon; Tenor 
March, Strathspey & Reel, Cathy 
Simpson Memorial Trophy: 1 
Eilidh Fyfe, Inveraray, 2 Suzanne 
Birney, Erskine, 3 Fiona Bowes, 
Inchinnan; Tenor March, The John 
Livingstone Memorial Trophy; 
1 Vanessa Davie, Dunoon, 2 
Catherine MacFarlane, Oban, 3 
Lauren Davie, Dunoon.

Winner of the Fiddle Masters, Nicola Auchnie from Turriff, with the Accordion 
Masters winner Liam Stewart from Galston. 16_t19him6

Celebrate and win with Gordon’s Chemists
TO MARK its 30th anniversary health and beauty chain 
Gordon’s Chemists is giving away a full Collection 2000 
make-up kit to one lucky Oban Times reader.

The sought after make-up kit includes foundation, mascara, 
nail polish and lipsticks.

To win just answer the following question: What birthday is 
Gordon’s Chemists celebrating?

Send your entry to Gordon’s Chemists Competition, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.

Closing date for entries is Friday, May 14. Prize is as stated, 
no cash alternative and usual independent media rules apply. 

Rachel MacGregor, 
Connel, won Vocal Solo 
Girls for Primary 4 and 5. 
15_t19rachel01

Bill Bailey has his doubts ahead of Oban gig
COMEDIAN Bill Bailey is plagued with doubt. So 
much so he is coming to Oban to try out his new 
comedy show, Doubt, before taking it to the West End 
of London.

Appearing at the Corran Halls on Saturday May 15 
he will share with a ‘rather intimate’ audience all the 
things he wonders about in life. 

‘I have so many questions, so many doubts about 
things’ he says. 

‘I wonder if the train will run on time to bring me to 
Oban, or if I have enough money to pay for the fare. I 

stop me – is there really such a thing, I doubt it. 
‘I am hoping that I will be able to have a more 

intimate setting in Oban. I am hoping for hecklers.’ 

Two lucky Oban Times readers have the chance 
to win a pair of tickets for the event, by answering 
the following question: 
comedy show called? Send your entries to the Oban 
Times by 12noon on Tuesday 11th May.

Bill Bailey.

Jack Anderson, who won 
the self-accompanied folk 
song competition for the 
ninth year, pictured with 
runner up Pauline Carson. 
16_t19him17

SPEAN BRIDGE TODDLERS

Spring Tea and 
Nearly New Sale!

Saturday May 15th 
10am to 12 noon

Spean Bridge Community Centre
Entry £2 (£1 concessions, under 5’s free)
- includes tea/coffee and cakes.

Lucky Dip, Activity Corner, Raffle, 
Cake Stall, Face Painting.
 EVERYONE WELCOME

Answer...................................................................

Name.....................................................................

Address .................................................................

...............................................................................

Telephone..............................................................
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YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone number is also required 

without a contact telephone number will not be printed. 
Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.
It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct 

pages please write to The Editor, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving your day-
time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ 
Commission’s Code of Conduct. 
The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

A view from the tower
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Mother’s Union members outside 
St John’s Cathedral, Oban, 1930s
Fiona Campbell Rice of The Old Manse, Lochgair, submitted this week’s flashback photograph which shows 
members of the Oban branch of The Mothers’ Union outside St John’s Cathedral, Oban, possibly during the 
1930s. Contact Fiona at The Old Manse, Lochgair, Lochgilphead, PA31 8SB, if you recognise anyone in the 
photograph. We would like readers to send in flashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times,
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied 
by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a 
stamped addressed envelope.

Pride at the way 
Gaelic language     
is thriving
Sir,
I write in response to Mr 
Clark’s letter in last week’s 
edition regarding bi-lingual 
road signs and his general 
attitude towards the Gaelic 
language.

that to have road signs in a 
country’s native language 
poses a threat to the safety 
of motorists. If this were the 
case, motorists all over the 
world would be in danger 
any time they drove outwith 
their country of origin. 

As a Gaelic and English 
speaking Scot, I welcome 
the long-awaited opportunity 
to have road signs in both of 
my native languages. 

I was particularly 
disappointed by Mr Clark’s 
general attitude towards the 
Gaelic language. I work in 
Gaelic Medium Education 
on Mull and think Mr Clark 
would be surprised at how 
many young people are 
involved at nursery, primary, 
secondary and tertiary 
level education in Scotland 

be found on the Bòrd Na 
Gàidhlig website. 

We may be a small 
percentage but I for one am 
very proud at the way the 
Gaelic language and culture 
is thriving in our country 
despite more than 200 years 
of systematic persecution 
and attack. 

We should be ashamed in 
this country of the fact that 
the Gaelic language was 
quite literally beaten out of 
people. Children as young as 

their native tongue within 
living memory. If this were to 
happen today in any country 
in the world there would be a 
public outcry. 

The Gaelic language does 
not need resurrecting, it 
never died, despite the many 
attempts by people with the 
same attitude as Mr Clark.
Anne MacDonald, Torloisk, 
Isle of Mull. 

Be careful with 
council funding
Sir,
Well done to Oban Marina.  
In the face of the worst 
recession most of us have 
known, it is getting on 
with growing a sustainable 
business.

I can’t help but notice that 
on the same page another 
article headline reads: 
‘Council grants squeeze 
could hit Oban area’.

The other big funding 
story in town is for the small 

transit marina proposed 
by Oban Bay Marine; why 
should it receive a grant from 
the council of a reported 
£900,000 when so many 
others are struggling?

In a time where there has 
to be a greater emphasis on 
value for money, we cannot 
afford to spend large sums 
of council funding, which 
after all was hard earned by 
tax payers - it doesn’t just 
fall out of the sky - without 

for businesses and the people 
of Oban.

I believe this transit 
marina idea is too little, too 
late, in the wrong place and
will only serve as a boat park 
for one or two restaurants
and bars close by. This is 
not a great reason to fund 
it to the tune of £900,000.
There also seems a kind of 
acceptance that it’s the only 
thing on offer so it should 
be supported. Oban Marina 
seem to be getting on with 
things without making any
demands on limited council
funding.

Just imagine what Oban 
Marina could do operating 
a 250-berth marina inside a 
permanent breakwater. Oban 
could be the number one 
choice for boating visitors 
and events.

Like many towns and 
businesses across the 
country, Oban simply cannot 
afford to get it wrong. 
Developing the waterfront 
is regarded by most people in 
the town as a very sensitive 
issue but at the same time 
one they would like to see 
explored and realised as 
something which could 
enhance their day to day lives 
and economically stimulate 

See blog ‘Oban Marina’ on 
Oban Times website forum 
section.
Ian Dougal, Glenshellach, 
Oban.

Hill fires wanton 
vandalism
Sir,
Your April 22 issue 

an ‘incredible’ number of 

the last two weeks. 
Figures of 120 for the 

Highlands and Islands and 
49 for Argyll and Bute were 
quoted. What is the cost of 
this to taxpayers? It must 
run into many thousands of 
pounds.

Apart from the massive 

ridiculous that it is still legal 
to have them up until April 
15.

It is well documented 

that many birds are now 
nesting earlier and even if 
not actually nesting will be 
establishing territories.

There is no doubt that 
if done in a controlled 
way, muirburn is a good 
management tool. However 

nothing short of wanton 
vandalism.

It is high time the powers 
that be started enforcing 

have been issued to these 
‘guardians of the country 
side?
Ian Hopkins, Isle of Bute. 

Council has not 
halted progress
Sir,
Further to the issues raised 
in the press recently, it 
is incorrect to say that
Highland Council’s support 
for development of the 
town’s waterfront and 
town centre has blighted 
or stymied commercial 
proposals elsewhere.

The council has not 

commercial competition 
within the wider Fort 
William area.

The waterfront proposal is 
endorsed within the Scottish 
Government’s National 
Planning Framework 
and other national planning 
policy advises councils 
that new commercial
development should be 
directed to established town 
and other centres.

The reasons for this 
are to make sure that as 
many people are as close 
as possible to shops and 
other commercial facilities. 
Established centres tend to be 
at the heart of settlements and
are well connected to public 
transport, walking and 
cycling routes. Allowing a 
‘free for all’ would allow 
retailers to locate in less 
accessible places which 
would increase unnecessary 
travel and potentially 
undermine the vitality and 
increase the number of 
vacant buildings within 
established centres.

Given this context, it is 
entirely appropriate that 
the council has tested
applications against how 
well they have matched and 
protected Fort William’s 
existing centres. However, 
this hasn’t prevented 
other appropriate retail 
developments outwith 
the town centre. Both the 
Lidl and Argos stores have 
been completed and the 
Morbaine development at 

a planning permission for 
larger non-food units. An 
application is expected at 

Stirling Gaelic  
Choir Concert
THE ROLE of conductor 
is one she is used to with 
Glasgow Islay Gaelic 
Juniors.

But new conductor Jane 
MacQueen had quite a 
different task as she faced 
the adults of the Stirling 

concert in the splendid 
Victoria Halls in Dunblane 
not many months after 
taking over the baton. 

President Donnie 
MacKenzie introduced 
the proceedings and 
acknowledged the 
contributions of Peter 
Campbell, a member for 
more than 40 years, and 
Mary MacColl, Gaelic 
Reader for many years, both 
of whom had retired from 
the choir.  Mind you such 
is Peter’s commitment to 
the choir that he took on the 

for the evening!
Donnie introduced Jane to 

the audience and expressed 
the delight of the choir at 
having recruited such an 
experienced conductor. 

Sandy Campbell, a 
member of the choir, 
started the proceedings with 
bagpipe selections and as 
well as the senior choir the 
audience was treated to a 
duet from Hazel Gardiner 
and Sandy Campbell and 
some beautiful songs from 
the junior choir conducted 
by Rachel Deans. 

It is always an enjoyable 
addition to a concert to have 
an input from youngsters 
and on this occasion Harry 
Gorski-Brown showed 

and Morven Menzies did 
likewise as she played the 
clarsach and sang. 

The theme of youngsters 
was continued with the 
introduction of the guests 
for the evening Stushie - a 
group of 10 youngsters aged 
13-17 years. 

With a combination 

whistle, cello and clarsach 
they played a variety of 
traditional and modern 
tunes. It was a pleasure 
to listen to so many 
youngsters playing with 
such skill and enjoying 
themselves so much and 
it was encouraging to hear 
them play the compositions 

Duncan Chisholm, Aidan 
O’Rourke and Adam 
Sutherland.

The group is to visit 
Canada this summer and 
managed a sell-out of its 
CDs so that shows just how 
much the audience enjoyed 
listening to them. The 
Canadians are in for a treat.  

At choir concerts the 
problem of recruitment of 
new members is always 
highlighted and the 
president encouraged as 
many as possible to come 
and join them, with men 
especially welcome. Junior 
choir conductor Rachel 
is leaving this summer to 
take up a post in China 
for 15 months and so the 
juniors are on the lookout 
for a replacement. If you 
are interested, or know 
of anyone who might be, 

please get in touch with the 
choir.     

The National 
Piping Centre
DOWNLOADS of all your 
favourite pipe tunes, solo 
or pipe band performances, 
are now available through 
the Piping Centre website 
www.thepipingcentre.
allpipingmusic.com.

Having spent this week in 
Davos, Switzerland, staff 
at the Piping Centre will 
be spreading their wings 
even further from June 13 
to 18 when they will be 
tutoring at Kennesaw State 
University and then from 
June 20 to 25 at Shenandoah 
University in Winchester, 
USA. The popularity of pipe 
music obviously continues 
to expand worldwide with 
the expertise of top class 
tutors being sought at such 
distant locations.

Piping
championships
LEVENGROVE Park in 
Dumbarton will be the place 
to be on Saturday May 15 
when the Scottish Pipe 
Band Championships will 
take place.

Competitions will be on 
all day and admission is 
free. Those keen to get 
into the mood for these 
championships should head 
for Gourock on Sunday 
May 9 from noon when 
the Highland Games will 
take place. As well as the 
pipe bands there will be the 
usual events associated with 
Highland Games.

Cina Ralston
IT IS with great sadness I 
have to intimate that after 
a long illness Cina Ralston 
passed away in the early 
hours of Tuesday morning.

A full tribute will appear 
next week.

Diary dates
Thursday May 6:  Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Vin Garbutt.
Saturday May 8: Perth 
Gaelic Society AGM, St 
Matthew’s Church Hall, Tay 
Street.
Thursday May 13:  Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s in 
the Square, 8pm, a tribute 
to Alistair Hulett, Glasgow 
Sutherland Association 
AGM, Buffs Club, 
Dumbarton Road, 7.30pm, 
Gaelic Service, Partick 
Downvale Church, 7.30pm, 
Tolbooth Stirling, 8pm, 
Aidan O’Rourke and Dave 
Milligan Trio.
Saturday May 15:
Clann Gaidhlig Ceilidh, 
Community Centre, 
Bishopton, 7.30pm.
Highlander’s Club Dance, 
Partick Burgh Hall, 8pm, 
Charlie Kirkpatrick Band.

Pub scene
THIS weekend Gunna 
Sound will play in the Park 
Bar on Friday and Sunday 
with Monach Isles on 
Saturday while in the Islay 
Inn it will be Crooked Reel 
on Friday and the Ewan 
Henderson Ceilidh Band on 
Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Telephone 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

A most
significant 
General
Election
UNLESS you are a postal 
voter you should, at some 
time time today, go to 
a polling station to cast 
your vote in the General 
Election.

There is no use 
abrogating this 
responsibility for any 
number of specious 
reasons such as: ‘they 
are all crooks and 
rogues’, ‘they are in it 
for themselves only’ and 
‘what difference will my 
vote make anyway?’ 

The answer to all of 
these lies with those who 
through the generations 
fought for the universal 
franchise so that you can 

and play a small part in 
the running of Britain for 
whatever time it may have 
as an ‘independent’ entity’.

But why is this election 

in modern times when 
there has been a serious 
drive to change the voting 
system but from the 
Liberal Democrats only. 
David Cameron, the Tory 
Leader, is on record as 
saying that there can be 
no other stable election 

post’, obviously forgetting 
- conveniently? - that there 
would only be two or three 
MSPs of that persuasion 
without the proportional 
representation system of 
the Scottish Parliament. 
How many Tory MPs will 
he have at Westminster by 
the weekend is a matter 
of conjecture even for the 
pollsters!

Some of them suggest 
that Cameron will win 
overall, but most plump 
for the ‘hung’ parliament, 
or in SNP-speak a 
‘balanced parliament’. 

None suggest that 
Gordon Brown will be in 
10 Downing Street next 
week.

As Nick Clegg, the 
Liberal Democrat leader, 
has said he wouldn’t 
support him as Prime 
Minister it would seem 
that the only way he can 
stay there is if the Labour 
party wins an overall 
majority.

And what of Alex 
Salmond and the SNP? 
Well, when I had a brief 
chat last Friday during a 
radio interview with him 
he was still adamant that 
the relatively painless cuts 
that he would work for 

international bankers quiet 
without swingeing tax 
rises and pay cuts. 

In general terms: getting 
rid of the Trident Nuclear 

abandonment of ID cards, 
and  the ending of nuclear 
dumps sounds acceptable 
but it’s not as easy as that. 

There are treaty 
obligations, compensation 
for broken contracts 
and the protection of 
nuclear waste deposits 
in perpetuity. But these 
are good vote winners 
for those who don’t think 
laterally. 

However, I will say this: 
his stamina to last the pace 
deserves recognition if not 
his electoral promises.

Where do we        
go from here?
THE INSTITUTE for 
Fiscal Studies laid it on 
the line last week when 
it revealed that none of 
the major political parties 
had told the people of 
Britain just how much 
their proposals to reduce 

really cost. 
So far, they have been 

able to cost only 20 or 
30 per cent of what all of 
them say will get Britain’s 
Balance of Payments 
back to what it should be 
even over the lifetime of a 
parliament.

Despite David Cameron’s 
seemingly hard line with 
an emergency budget 
within weeks of achieving 

tax cuts in the shape of a 
National Insurance bribe, 
according to the institute 
what he has proposed 
so far is only a ‘tickler’ 
when compared to what 
he says has to be clawed 
back. The Labour Party 
is also found wanting 
and the Lib-Dems to a 
lesser extent. However, 
if this is any consolation, 
there may be job losses, 
pay freezes, pension cuts 
‘et al’ but it seems we 
are not in as desperate 
a position as Greece, or 
when a previous Labour 
administration had to 
go ‘cap-in-hand’ to the 
International Monetary 
Fund for a massive bail-
out.

The politics
of Nessie!
MANY of you will be 
pleased to know that I 
thought I should leave 
you this week with two 
thoughts: if your MP has 

for your constituency 

Westminster to do more of 
the same. 

This is why I’ll be 
backing Alan Reid for 
Argyll and Bute again.

At the same time, I’ll be 
asking him to investigate 
whether the protection of 
the Loch Ness Monster is 
a devolved or a reserved 
matter. It has come to 
light that in 1958 the 
Chief Constable of 
Inverness-shire wrote to 
‘the Scottish Government’  
- a man before his time 
- about the protection of 
‘some strange creature 
in Loch Ness’ and raised 
the question of whose 
duty it was to protect it. 
No doubt, there is now 
environmental legislation 
that could ensure its safety 
but who is responsible for 
its enforcement? 

How do you protect 
something that is believed 
to exist but for which there 
is no positive proof? In 
this age, as the Scottish 
Police Federation’s recent  
conference was told by 
Oban Sergeant Colin 
Johnston, the Strathclyde
force now operates on 
the ‘tick box’ principal 
- another importation by 
the Chief Constable from 
his days in the Met in one 
of its less auspicious eras - 
Nessie won’t be protected 
if it has a holiday in Loch 
Etive!

Blar Mor this summer and 
the council’s policy position 
is to support district centre 
scale retail development at 
this location.

In conclusion, I can assure 
you that the council, through 
its local plan, will continue to 
support an appropriate range 
of retail and other commercial 
development opportunities 
within the wider Fort 
William area including the 
regeneration of its town 
centre.
Stuart Black, Director of 
Planning and Development, 
Highland Council. 

Bus didn’t serve 
community
Sir,
I read with interest your 
recent article regarding the 
cancellation of the Creagan 
Bridge bus service.

Is it not common sense that 
the reason the bus service 
was underused was because 
the service started from a 
bus shelter two miles or so 
from the village of Appin 
and even further from the 
Port Appin area? 

It stopped short of the 
village. It didn’t serve the 
village at all.

Is it not then also blatently 
obvious that non-driving 
potential bus users, such 
as pensioners or teenagers, 

situated on a main road 
with no access pavement 
or connecting bus from the 
village it is meant to serve? 
I have taken my son the 
two miles from our home 
in Appin by car to the bus 
stop and have also given an 
employee from a local café 
business lifts on numerous 
occasions. For those unable 
to be taken to this bus stop 
by car, the alternative service 
from Appin is sadly very 
limited.

It also seems ludicrous that 
the afternoon school service 
bus does not take passengers 
back to Oban. Why send 
an empty bus back into 
town when it could be 
transporting workers from 
local businesses at the end of 
a working day?

Would it not make sense 
to put on a smaller mini bus 
service which could connect 
to the Lismore Ferry and 
collect passengers from Port 
Appin, Appin and outlying 
areas?

This would also be 
advantageous to tourists in 
the summer relying on bus 
services in the area and may 
help boost local business 

community.
Justine Macleod, 8 Kirkton, 
Appin.

THE HIGHLANDS and Islands Music and Dance Festival 
is an absolute credit to the music, dance and traditions of 
the Highlands.

Not only, in its ability to welcome more than 1,000 
families to the town with very little hassle but also in 
the wonderfully talented children and young people that 
take part. They are a credit to their parents, schools and 
communities.
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Those Were The Days

Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

Last 
Week’s 
Solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD
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Across
1 All together (2,5)
5 Position of flower? (5)
8 Stylish (2-2-3-6)
9 Good to go under it (3)
10 With legs either side (9)
12 Fraud (6)
13 Glumly (6)
15 Great time of day to say adieu (4,5)
16 Shed (3)
18 One similar to another (9,4)
20 Thoughtless speed (5)
21 Squirrel? (4,3)

Down
1 Outfit (5)
2 Ride-on darts? (5,8)
3 Job place (9)
4 Gets rid of (6)
5 Garland flower (3)
6 Noisy rain (13)
7 Set back? (7)
11 Papal (9)
12 Aquatic mutt (7)
14 Fowl offspring holder (6)
17 Article of faith (5)
19 Ball support (3)

timeframe that coincided 
with the introduction of 
‘brand ambassadors’ from 
Islay distilleries.

ago no-one had heard about 

was drinking Speysides 
and the Speysiders used 
to spread the word that we 
couldn’t make whisky and 
our products were peaty to 

quite a fun story.
‘But during the 1990s more 

and more brand ambassadors 
from Islay distilleries began 
spreading the word about 
single malt Scotch whisky.

‘There is a trend that 
whisky drinkers start on 

way up through the light 

Islay single malt. Once they 

stay there and they become 

‘macho’ challenge to their 

ITS WHISKIES are the 
global leaders in single malts 

dram in its birthplace – but 
Islay whiskies were not 
always as popular.

If whisky is the water 

lifeblood of Islay and is the 

fortunate enough to host one 
of the island’s eight working 
distilleries.

After hundreds of years 
perfecting the art of distilling 
Islay’s golden era was in the 
1960s and ’70s.

One of the island’s most 

as an apprentice cooper on 
August 1 1963 at the age 
of 15 and commenced a 
six-year apprenticeship at 
Bowmore Distillery where 
he was to spend 38 years. 

‘When you grew up 

to work in the distillery 
because from a young age 

now production director at 
Bruichladdich Distillery.

‘I was always running 
around helping the men – 
sometimes getting in the way 
– and I remember missing 
school on many occasions 

help shift the barley when it 
came in.’

the Islay whisky industry 

on manpower and leading 
to the biggest single loss of 

memory.
It took until the late 1980s 

and 1990s for the world to 
fully appreciate the peaty 
and smoky Islay malts – a 

friends: ‘Can you handle the 
Octomore (Bruichladdich’s 
quadruple-distilled single 
malt)’?’

Islay’s contribution to the 
UK purse is undeniable 
thanks to its whisky industry 

inhabitants contributes a 

£800m a year in excise duty 
and VAT receipts to the UK 
Treasury. The excise duty on 
Scotch whisky has increased 
by nearly 22 per cent since 

spirits taxed more than the 
same amount of alcohol 

sparking criticism from 
distilleries and the Scottish 
Whisky Association that the 
excise duty rate is already 
too high. 

coupled with the recent 

distilleries cause for 

islanders who appreciate the 

goldmines.

employment for the young 
people who do not necessarily 

and it is usually a job for 
life. They support the island 

agriculture. Bruichladdich 
works with 10 farmers on the 

them and then selling them 
the distilling waste product 
of draff so the farmers can 
feed it to their cattle.

it is easy to understand 

hike in the tax duty on 
spirits.

UK the recession has been a 

distillers will stick together. 

a camaraderie among the 

their competition is from 

At a recent get-together 
of all the head distillers on 

raised on the island and 
worked from a young age in 

craft.

said Jim. ‘In the old days 
they would bring managers 
down from Speyside because 
they didn’t trust the Ileachs. 

started with a brush in their 
hand and really know their 
craft.

‘Now it is these guys that 
are adding the personality 
to the Islay brand and that 

are exciting times for Islay 
whisky.’

At the forefront of these 
‘exciting times’ are the 
island’s independent 
distilleries Bruichladdich 
and Kilchoman. The latter 

distillery to be built on Islay 

making a big name for 

who predicts the farmhouse 

to be reckoned with.
Mr MacLean said: ‘Islay 

a result.
‘At whisky fairs around the 

bankers to bikers united by 

‘The Speyside whiskies 

smoky bottlings but these 

While Jim McEwan is a 
manager of Laphroaig seems 
content to let his distillery’s 
famous name do the talking.

I go to a bar anywhere in 

the world is check if they 

island’s youngest distillery 

to manage Laphroaig in its 
194-year history.

I check to make sure they 

That’s what is great about 
the Islay distilleries – we 
stick together.

you realise how special an 
island this is. 

playing in the distillery 

of the fabric of life – you 

distillery.’

John started working at 

for success at the distillery 
means it is easy to get caught 
up in the ‘Laphroaig world’. 

dynamic operates with the 
three Laphroaig staff with 

passing on skills to the 
youngest members of staff.

The heritage and uniqueness 

to the romantic notion of 
‘the whisky isle’ and has 

Australia and South Africa.
John said: ‘As these 

economies grow and become 

want to spend money on 

in many cases that’s single 
malt whisky.

‘An Islay malt is seen as a 
fashionable whisky within 
that category – but I think we 
back that up with quality.’

is there a pressure on Islay to 
maintain its status? 

The last word goes to Jim: 
‘There’s no pressure. We 
know what we’re doing – 

years – so we don’t need to 
change things.

47 years and the quality 

been.’

Water of life is also lifeblood of Islay
Island distillery heads talk about the impact of whisky on them as Ileachs

REPORT by 
EUAN PATERSON

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

An Islay malt 
is seen as a 
fashionable 
whisky...but I 
think we can 
back that up 
with quality.
John Campbell, 
Laphroaig

Jim McEwan, production director at Bruichladdich

‘Can you handle the 
Octomore?’

Laphroaig Distillery’s John Campbell is the youngest manager on the island.

Whisky is the beating heart of any Islay village fortunate to host a distillery.

New heritage 
centre in 
Ellenabeich
ELLENABEICH’S new 
heritage centre on Seil was 

Lord Gordon of 

of the trustees of the Scottish 
Slate Islands Heritage Trust 
welcomed a large number of 
guests including councillors 

supporting organisations.
He said:  ‘This little 

wider.  We should like to see 

smaller throughout the Slate 
Islands.’

‘An early project will 

outdoor or eco-museum.

chronicles the social and 
industrial heritage of the 

Belnahua and Luing together 
with displays on the islands’ 

and geology. 

Memorial Post Box 
could move
PLANS ARE underway to 

war memorial.
A spokeswoman for the 

that she has written to Argyll 
and Bute Council requesting 
planning permission to 

She added that the post 

post box since the memorial 
was restored a few years 

ago.
‘The post box has been 

situated in that particular 

is well used by tourists and 
the local community and is 
ideally situated in a safe and 
accessible area.’

willing to consider re-sitting 
the box if the local council 

she said.
Mr Donald MacDonald 

of the Oban branch of 
the Royal British Legion 
Scotland said the post box 
was an eyesore.

is raised by one of our 

made much progress.’
He added:  ‘I am delighted 

that efforts are now being 

Cara is our Bonnie 
Baby winner
CARA Morrison is The Oban 
Times New Millennium 
Bonnie Baby Winner.

she is the daughter of Calum 
and Sandra Morrison of 
Fionnphort and the little 
sister of Blair who will be 
three in June.

The Morrisons are 
Fionnphort born and bred. 
Calum is a ferryman on the 
boat to Iona and Sandra is 
one of the caretakers for the 
ferry waiting rooms.

Sandra submitted a 
photograph of Cara taken by 
her friend Pam Finlayson of 
Iona.

She was encouraged by 
friends and family to enter 
Cara in the Bonnie Baby 
competition.



Call Fiona on: 01631 720311

Lochandubh Kennels
Achacha, Barcaldine, By Oban

• Top of the range chalets

• Spacious and secure runs
• Background Music

very welcome

   needed

95 Argyll Street, Dunoon, PA23 7DH    Tel: 01369 702 022

YOUR AWARD 
WINNING
BUTCHER

at Kent’s Butchers 
in Dunoon

JC Douglas
Quality Butcher
2009/10
Scottish Pork sausage champion

10% off with 
this voucher

when you spend £10 
or more in our store

Valid from 6th May - 
30th May 2010

Borders butcher Craig Douglas along with his wife, Kelly are now 

The 38-year-old, who took over the running of his second shop 

While many butchers are feeling the pressure from supermarket 

Local Businesses 
climb the ladder 
of success.

FIONA Woodhouse knows how to give a pet a 

The businesswoman, who has been involved with 
animals since 1979, with the past 17 years at her 
Lochandubh Kennels in Barcaldine, is one of the 

When asked what is her secret to success Fiona 

country where animals have a nice spot in which 

also kept cats, ferrets, tortoises, rabbits, guinea 

And because the kennels and cat chalets are set 
out in the country they can make as much noise 

down when we are on holiday!

Stevenson Street | Oban | Tel: 01631 565411

The Cutting Edge of Success

‘I wanted to do more photographic work, which I miss, and more training 

week and trainers from the acclaimed salon will be coming to Oban to work 

put together a photoshoot to produce posters for the windows and hopefully 

of work, mainly by word of mouth, and her 

unrivalled experience in computer technology 

Fiona said: ‘I ask my client how does this home 

I do that by marrying together my skills from 
training and experience of everyday life in a 

Fiona points to her strengths in the use of green 
energy within any of her projects (she has 
specialised training for this aspect of her work) 

‘Many of my projects come to me through 

the west highlands of Scotland, with around forty 

Oban, Fort William, Lochgilphead and Tobermory 
and have business and personal clients ranging 

and appropriate advice on how to improve 

www.raclement.co.uk
We know that local businesses 

are important.  

Call us to see what we 
can do for yours.

rely on the quality of brands such as Triumph and Sloggi and I 

Deirdre is also keen to pass on her specialist knowledge to local 

for nursing bras or for women who have had a mastectomy and 
need specialist underwear, I will be able to provide advice and 

‘I am keen to hear from local women about the types of bras 

that you need to go to the city but all your needs can be catered for 

Like many women who work in the lingerie business Deirdre is 

‘When I arrived in the town I thought it was something that was 
missing and I have always been interested in opening my own 

And despite already being at the top of the game they are always looking 

Annmarie said: ‘We really enjoy our work and we want to make sure that 

That means we are always looking at new styles, techniques and products 

And with so many customers loyal to the business the skills of the four 

people to come and try out new ideas with both hair and makeup, and 
we are very proud that we have worked with the same clients for many 

specialist skin-care Arbonne, hot wet shaves with Shave Doctor, and Harley 

16 ADVERTISING FEATURE Thursday 6 May, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk
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C. Hodge Fencing
Wire, Rylock and Fence Posts.

Timber and Metal Gates, Cattlegrids
Sleepers, Rails and Timbers

Raised Beds
Large or small orders, delivered.

Top quality, well priced

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

LIMOUSIN
BULL

3yrs old, ready to 
work, good shape 
and temperament, 

easy calving, 
prodeny can be seen.
Telephone 01567 820432 

or 07920579136.  
Dall Farm, Killin

1997 HITACHI 6 
TONNER DIGGER

£9,995 +vat

With buckets, very tidy machine.

Tel: 01631 566691(office hours) 
01631 710160 (evenings)

AN AMENDMENT to the Crofting Reform Bill could help 
prevent housing developers speculating on croft land. 

Western Isles MSP Alasdair Allan tabled the proposal to 
end the ‘sale by nominee’ loophole, which has allowed a 
small number of crofters to appoint a nominee in the building 
trade who can buy the land at reduced prices. If successful it 
would mean nominees could only be family members. 

Taynuilt crofter Billy Neilson, who has been asked to give 
evidence to the Scottish Parliament’s committee dealing 
with the new legislation, said the amendment could be 
helpful, but there were more crucial issues. 

‘There’s enough legislation more or less in place, but 
another amendment would do any harm,’ he said. ‘What we 
really need is a tightening of the rules. The law as it stands 
is you can’t be a landlord and a tenant, but the policy allows 
that to happen.’ 

He is hoping to draft amendments dealing with residency 
and landlords who are also tenants before he next gives 
evidence to the parliamentary committee on May 19. 

UNITED Auctions held their Annual May Sale of all classes 
of cattle  and sheep at Dalmally Auction Mart when they 
had a catalogued entry of 354 Cattle.

All classes of cattle maintained last year’s high values 
when the Bullocks averaged 196.3 pence per kilo and the 
Heifers averaged 184.7 pence Kilo.

Limousin Cross Bullocks from Mr Morrison, 10 Eoligarry, 
Barra sold to £970 per head whilst Charolais Cross Bullocks 
from M/s Christie, Auchlyne sold to 250 pence per kilo.   

Limousin Cross Heifers from M/s MacNeil, Tiraghoil, 
Mull sold to £800 per head whilst the same home received 
232 pence per kilo, also for Limousin Cross Heifers.

Mr MacDonald, Low Tervine, sold Simmental Cross Cows 
with calf at foot to £950.

Grazing Hoggs from Garvachy sold to £53 per head.

Crofting amendment 
could close loophole

Dalmally United 
Auctions

Principal Lots and Prices 
– Top prices per head

Bullocks
AAx: £855 – 10 Eoligarry, 

Barra;
BRBx: £655 – Knock-Dhu; 
CHARx: £780, £680 & £665 

– Auchlyne Farm: £635(2) 
– Knoch-Dhu: £625 (2) – 
Auchlyne Farm; 

LIMx: £970 – 10 Eoligarry, 
Barra: £885, £780(5), £755(5), 
£750, £710(2), £695(6) 
– Tiraghoil Farm, Mull: £690 
– Morenish Farm: £665 (2) 
– Benlawers Farm: £660 
– Balliemeanoch Farm & 
Benlawers Farm (3): £640 
– Clachan Farm Partnership: 
£625(2) – Tiraghoil Farm: £615 
& £605(3) – Knock-Dhu;

LUING: £740 – 2 Bonawe 
Croft;

SALx: £650(2) – 
Balliemeanoch Farm;

SHx: £665 & £660 – Keilator 
Farm;

SIMx: £805(2), £780, £755, 
£750 & £710 – Tiraghoil Farm: 
£685 – Duallin Farm: £675, 
£665(7) – Keilator Farm: £665 
– Tiraghoil Farm: £650 (3) 
– Duncroisk Farm: £645(3) – 
Keilator Farm: £645(6) & £605 
– Duallin Farm.

Bulls
£600 – Tiraghoil Farm.
Heifers
CHARx: £625(3) & £515(3) 

– Auchlyne Farm;
LIMx: £800(2), £750, 

£730(2), £720(8), £700, £660 
& £635 – Tiraghoil Farm, Mull: 
£625(2) – Benlawers Farm: 
£615(6) – Tiraghoil Farm: £610 
– 10 Eoligarry, Barra: £605(6) 
– Tiraghoil Farm: £585 – Craig 
Farm : £560 – 10 Eoligarry, 
Barra;

LUING; £675 – Bonawe 
Home Farm;

SIMx: £720(2) – Keilator 
Farm: £710 – Tiraghoil Farm: 
£630(4) – Keilator Farm: £620 
– Duallin Farm: £570 – Keilator 
Farm: £570(3) & £555(2) – 
Duallin Farm;

Cows with calves at food
£950, £920 & £900  – Lower 

Tervine.
Top price per kilo
Bullocks

A good selection of store cattle, suckled calves and breeding cattle were sold at Dalmally Auction Mart on Saturday. 
Pen 23/35, above, was from Tiraghiol Farm on Mull. 16_t19dalmally1

United Auctions hosts Annual May Sale 
at Dalmally - high values maintained

UNITED Auctions sold 2,939 prime sheep including  2,513 
hoggs averaging 190p (+5.4p), 24 spring lambs (averaging 
231.35p +12.35p) and 402 ewes and rams at Stirling last 
Thursday when Charollais and Suffolk spring lambs from 

Easter Ochtermuthill sold Texel hoggs and Guardswell 
Beltex hoggs to £104, while Suffolks from Coates sold to 

from Dall also sold to 199p per kilo. Mules ewes from 
Kinnaird sold to £92.50, with Guardswell selling Texels to 
£91.50 and Suffolks to Guardswell £76.50. Suffolk ewes 
from Spittal sold to £113, while Bluefaced Leicester from 
Rhynaclach sold to £93.50.

United Auctions Stirling sell 2,939 prime 
sheep

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 1,052 store 
cattle and 81 over 30 month 
cattle (OTM) at Dingwall 
last Wednesday when there 
was a mixed show of cattle 
on offer. 

Fleshy cattle tended easier 
whilst grazing cattle fully 
maintained recent rates. 

A mixed show of OTM 
cattle met a strong enquiry 
for all classes.

Bullocks averaged 187.6p 
and sold to 243.8p per kg for 
a pen of four 240kg Limousin 
crosses from Balrailan, 
Duncanston, and £1,045 for 
a pair of 657kg Charolais 
crosses from Balvaird, Muir 
of Ord.

Heifers averaged 180.6p 
and sold to 276.6p per kg 
for a 470kg Simmental cross 
from Conan Mains, Conon 
Bridge and £1,420 for a 
595kg Limousin cross from 
Crossal, Isle of Skye.

Young bulls averaged 

185.3p and sold to 194.4p 
per kg for a 360kg Charolais 
from Brenachie, Kildary, and 
£780 for a 450kg Charolais 
cross from Scotsburn Farm, 
Kildary.

Over Thirty Months prime 
and feeding cows averaged 
111.2p and sold to 139.3p 
per kg for a 535kg Limousin 
cross from Corriebheinn 
Farms, Isle of Skye, and 
£1,175 for a 900kg British 
Blue cross from Little 
Kildrummie, Nairn.

OTM heifers averaged 
123.1p and sold to 144.8p 
per kg for a 335kg Limousin 
cross from 1 Kildonan, 
South Uist, and £1,085 for a 
810kg Simmental cross from 
Cullaird Farm, Scaniport.

OTM bulls averaged 110.6p 
and sold to 118.2p per kg for 
a 1155kg Charolais from 
Knocknagael, Inverness, 
and £1,465 for a 1250kg 
Charolais also from 
Knocknagael.

Lochboisdale Auction Annual Spring Sale
UNITED Auctions held their Annual Spring Sale at 
Lochboisdale Auction Mart.   

All classes of stock sold at enhanced values and to a good 
ringside of mainland buyers.

Yearling Bullocks from Mr Campbell, 8 Milton, sold 
to £800 for Simmental Crosses whilst M/s MacSween, 
Dunganachy, sold Limousin Cross Bullocks to 234 pence 
per kilo.

Mr MacCormick, 15 Ormicalte, sold Yearling Limousin 
Cross Heifers to £770 and Breeding Cows to £1000 whilst 
M/s MacSween topped the Heifers at 219 pence per kilo for 
Limousin Crosses.

The Bullocks averaged 199.1 per kilo and Heifers averaged 
186.6 pence per kilo.

UNITED Auctions sold 2,086 store cattle and 94 cast cows 
at Stirling last Wednesday.

Bullocks averaged 180.97p (+0.69p) and sold to 229.2p 
per kg for a 261kg Limousin cross from South Park and 
£1,040 for a 626kg Limousin cross from Gordonian Farms.

Heifers averaged 176.7p (-3.45p) amd sold to 220.1p per 
kg for a 259kg Limousin cross from East Buchanty and 
£880 for a 471kg Limousin cross  from Letham.

Cast cows averaged 111.17p and sold to 142.6p  and £1075 
for a Limousin cross from Immerion.

Forward cattle averaged 136.83p and sold to 145.3p per kg 
for a Aberdeen Angus cross from Graystale and £915 for a 
Charolais cross from The Ferme.

Market reports

Dingwall and Highland Marts sell 1,052 
store cattle

STIRLING – United Auctions sold 363 Beef Breeding cattle 

Monday May 3.
Prizelist: Pen of 4 SimX bulling hfrs, over 15 months: 1 Mr 

Dyet, East Merkland, Strathaven – sold 2 @ £1200 and 2 @ 
£980, averaged £1090, 2 Mr Hamilton, Aikengall, Innerwick 
- £980; Pen of 4 SimX bulling hfrs, under 15 months: 1 Mr 
Short, Balquhadly, Brechin - £840; 2 Mr Short, Balquhadly, 
Brechin - £840; Simmental Heifer and Calf: 1 Mr Baxter, 
East Skeichan, Arbroath - £2300.

CHARx: 250p – Auchlyne 
Farm: £230p – Ardentraive: 
£228p – Auchlyne Farm;

LIMx: 238p  & 235p – 10 
Eoligarry, Barra: 228p(2) & 
227p(3) – Aird Farm: 222p 
– Dall Farm & Duncroisk: 
220p(6), 218p(5) & 214p(2) 
– Tiraghoil Farm, Mull: 
210p(3) – Benlawers Farm: 
208p – Ardentraive: 207p 
– Tiraghoil(2) & Craig Farm: 
205p – Tiraghoil Farm: 204p 
– Craig Farm: 202p – Tiraghoil 
(5), Dunans(2) & Clachan Farm 
Partnership;

SHx: 220p  & 205p – Keilator 
Farm;

SIMx: 229p(3) & 225p(3) – 
Keilator Farm: 221p – Dunans: 
220p(4) – Keilator Farm: 218p 
– Duncroisk & Tiraghoil Farm: 
215p – Keilator Farm: 212p (2) 
– Duncroisk: 210p - Keilator 
Farm: 207p & 205p – Tiraghoil 
Farm: 204p (3) – Duncroisk: 
202p(2) – Tiraghoil Farm: 
200p(6) – Duallin Farm.

Heifers
CHARx: 191p(3) – Auchlyne; 
LIMx: 232p(2), 222p(6) & 

210p – Tiraghoil Farm : 208p 
(2) – Balliemeanoch Farm : 
205p(2) & 203p – 10 Eoligarry, 
Barra : 203p (14) – Tiraghoil 
Farm : 203p – Aird Farm : 
201p – Tiraghoil Farm : 200p 
– 10 Eoligarry Barra: 198p 
– Tiraghoil Farm.

SIMx: 227p (4), 222p(4), 
206p(3) & 203p(2) – Keilator 
Farm: 194p(2) – Dunans.

Sheep
Hoggs: £53 and £51 – Garvachy 

Farm; Ewes: £50 – Garvachy 
Farm : £47 – Millpark. 

Stirling United 
Auctions

Up to 250kg – Woodhead 
£415, 172.2p; 251-300kgs 
– South Park £680, 228.9p; 
301-350kgs – East Skeichan 
£740, Pitsundry 228.4p; 351-
400kgs – Gilkerscleugh £850, 
Dalchirla 228.4p; 401-450kgs 
– Gordonian £940, 221.2p;  
451-500kgs – Chesterstone 
£965, Dalchirla 203.4p;  501-
550kgs – Borlick £990, 194.9p; 
551-600kgs – Gilmeadowland 

650kgs – Gordonian £1040, 
166.1p; 700+kgs South Arnloss 
£1040, 146.1p.

Heifers: Up to 250kg  East 
Buchanty £505, 216.5p; 251-
300kg- Lechkin £610, 220.1p; 
301-350kgs – East Buchanty 
£700, Grove 207p; 351-
400kgs – Chesterstone £775, 
Dalchirla 199.5p; 401-450kgs 
– Chesterstone £775, Ardoch 
205.7p; 451-500kgs – Letham 
£880, 186.8p; 501-550kgs 
– Invervack £850, 147.6p; 
551-600kgs – Invervack 
£850, 147.6p; 601-650kgs – 
Norrieston £830, 136.1p.

OTM Cows: Immeroin (Lim) 
£1075, 142.6p; Balbie (Sim) 
£975, 127.4p; Ormiston Mains 
(AA) and Chesterstone (Cha) 
£935, Gilston (Cha) 137.3p; 
Lower Bardrain 120.4p; 
Pitsundry (BB) £925, 125p; 
Immeroin (BF) £905, 113.4p. 

Stirling United 
Auctions 

(Monday 03/05/10) 
Heifers and Heifer Calves: 

West Thomaston (BB) £4200; 
(ContX) £2850; (LimX) £2700; 
Corbiewood (BP) £2600; The 
Ross (Irish) £2500; Langraw 
(SimX) £2200.

Heifers and Bull Calves; West 
Thomaston (BB) £2700; 
The Ross (ContX) and West 
Thomaston (LimX) £2600; The 
Ross (BP) £2550; The Ross 
(Irish) £2400; East Skeichan 
(Sim) £2300.

Cows and Bull Calves: West 
Park (BB) £1520; (ContX) 
£1400.

Cows and Hfr Calves: West 
Park (SimX) £1380; (ContX) 
£1350.

Bulling Hfrs: East Merkland 
and Putechan (Sim) and 
Kinninmonth (BB) £1200; 
Woodhead of Mailer (LimX) 
£1150; Putechan (SimX) £1120; 
Lurgan (ContX) £1080.

Dingwall
Bullocks up to 200kg 

– Balrailan, £440, 234p; 201-
250kg – Balrailan, £585, 
Balnabual, Dalcross, 239.6p; 
251-300kg – Braeval, Daviot, 
£610, Rhilochan, Rogart, 
232.6p; 301-350kg – Raitcastle, 
Nairn, £750, 232.2p; 351-400kg 
– Torgormack, £860, 220.1p; 

401-450kg – Torgormack, 
£900, 217.9p; 451-500kg – 
Pitmain Farm, Kingussie, £950, 

200p; 501-550kg – 9 Leachkin, 
Inverness, £950, Wester 

600kg – Alvie Estate, £1000, 

601kg – Balvaird, £1040, 
159.1p.

Heifers up to 200kg – 209 
East Doll, Brora, £440, 220p; 
201-250kg – Bogallan, North 
Kessock, £470, Balrailan, 
222.8p;

251-300kg – Torgormack, 
£730, 243.3p; 301-350kg – The 
Rowans, Brora, £770, 236.9p; 
351-400kg – Torgormack, £850, 
240.8p;

401-450kg – Conan Mains, 
£1120, 257.5p; 451-500kg 
– Conan Mains, £1300, 
Crossal, 217.4p; 501-550kg – 
Auchorachan, Glenlivet, £1320, 
Fearn Farm, Tain, 250p; 551-
600kg – Auchorachan, £1380, 
246.4p.

Young bulls 
251-300kg – Dunlichity Farm, 

Farr, £530, 192.7p; 351-400kg 
– Brenachie, £700; 401-450kg 
– Scotsburn Farm, 173.3p.

OTM prime and feeding 
cows:

Little Kildrummie, (BBX), 
131.7p; Westburn, Murkle, 
(LimX), 128.6p; Castlecraig, 
Nigg, (AAX), 122.9p; Mains of 
Croy, Croy, (SimX), 121.6p.

OTM heifers: 
3 Glaick, Ardross, (LimX), 

138.1p; Cullaird Farm, (SimX), 
134p; Castlecraig, (CharX), 
132p.

OTM bulls: 
Knocknagael, (AA), 117.9p, 

(Sim), 117.3p, (Char), 117.2p, 
(Lim), 115p.

OTM prime and feeding 
cows:

Shantullich, Munlochy, 
(SimX), £965; Little 
Kildrummie, (BBX), £955; 
Castlecraig, (AAX), £885; 
Braelangwell, Balblair, (SalX) 
£815; Little Kildrummie, 
(LimX), £815.

OTM heifers: 
3 Glaick, (LimX), £815; 

Castlecraig, (CharX), £805; 
Drumbuie, Kyle of Lochalsh, 
(Sho), £545.

OTM bulls: 
Knocknagael, (Sim), £1455, 

(AA), £1415, (Char), £1365, 
(Lim), £1345. 

Lochboisdale

Oban - Caledonian Marts (Stirling) Ltd, Tuesday May 4,

sold 218 Store, Breeding and OTM Cattle.
Bullocks (141) averaged 178p per kg and sold to 229p 

for a 275kg Charolais from Shenavallie, Benderloch and 
to £730 gross for a 400kg Limousin from Achnacreebeg, 
North Connel.

Heifers (77) averaged 171p per kg and sold to 206p per kg 
for a British Blue from Adrachy, North Connel and to £675 
gross for a 375kg Simmental from Ardferaig, Isle of Mull.

Bulls (4) averaged 146p per kg to 163p per kg for a 
200kg Limousin from Old West Church Manse, Rothesay 
and to £800 for a 650kg Highland Bull from Ferlochan, 
Benderloch.

Leading prices:  Bullocks:  up to 250kgs - £550 Shenavallie, 
227p Brough; 251-300kgs - £650 Feall, 229p Shenvallie; 
301-350kgs - £705 Feall, 208p Ardachy; 351-400kgs - 
£720 Barbreck Estates, 186p Ardachy; 401-450kgs - £730 
Achnacreebeg, 178p Achnacreebeg.

Heifers:  up to 250kgs - £515 Ardachy, 206p Acdachy; 
251-300kgs - £565 Feall, 196p Feall; 301-350kgs - £640 
Achnacreebeg, 197p Achnacreebeg; 351-400kgs - £675 
Ardfenaig, 182p Ardfenaig.

OTM Cattle sold to £930 for a 890kgs Limousin Bull from 
Feall, Isle of Coll.

AA Cows £830 Achinreir, Gall Heifer £750 Scallastle, 
Lim Cows £745 Ardachy.

Also forward 332 store hoggets and feeding ewes.
Store Hoggets to £80 (three times) for Tex and Suff from 

Drimvore, Lochgilphead, Ardshellach, Ardmaddy and 
Acharonich, Ardfern.

Ewes sold to £100 for a Suffolk from Barcaldine Home 
Farm, Barcaldine.

Leading prices: Suff Ewes £88 Drimvore, Mule Ewes 
£74 Culbhurig, Cross Ewes £72 Craignich, Beltex Ewes 
£70 Lagganulva, BF Ewes £57 Culbhurig, BF Hoggets £60 
Achaleven, Cross Hoggets £58 Acharonich.

A busy market in Oban on Tuesday saw a good range of store and feeding hoggets, store cattle, breeding 
cattle and cattle over 30 months.

Good range on offer at busy Oban market

Oban Caledonian Marts (Stirling) Ltd

United Auctions Stirling

363 beef breeding cattle sold at Stirling 
show and sale

Principal Lots and Prices
Top price per head
Bullocks
CHARx: £630 – Drimore 

Farm;
LIMx: £655 – MacSweens 

Dunganachy : £650 – 15 Bornish 
: £585 – 3 Ormiclate;

SALx: £670(3) & £640 – 
Drimore Farm; 

SHx: £620 – Drimore Farm;
SIMx: £800 & £765 – 8 Milton 

: £570 – 3 Ormiclate.
Heifers
AAx: £630 – Drimore Farm;
LIMx: £770 – 15 Ormiclate: 

£645 – 5 Dunganachy : £630(2) 
– Drimore Farm: £620(3), 
£600 & £590(2) – MacSweens 
Dunganachy: £580 (2) & 
£520(2) – Drimore Farm;

SALx: £660(2) & £520 – 
Drimore Farm;

SIMx: £785 – 8 Milton.
Top prices per kilo
Bullocks
CHARx: 210p – Drimore 

Farm;
LIMx: 234p – MacSweens 

Dunganachy: 225p – 3 
Ormiclate: 210p – 15 Bornish; 

SALx: 229p & 194p(3) – 
Drimore Farm; 

SHx: 194p – Drimore Farm;
SIMx: 193p – 8 Milton : 190p 

– 3 Ormiclate.
Heifers
LIMx: 219p, 207p(3), 

200p &193p – MacSweens 
Dunganachy;

SIMx: 196p – 8 Milton.
OTM Cows
£750  (107p) – 15 Bornish.
Cow and calf at foot
£1000 – 15 Ormiclate.

Send your farming news 
to The Editor, PO Box 1,  
Oban, or email editor@

obantimes.co.uk



LOOKING FOR 
LONG TERM 

LET
Professional couple 
looking for a 3 /4 

bedroom house/flat in the 
Oban area.

Email:
walker.j21@sky.com

Tel: 07766415594

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

Offers In the Region of £265,000

Semi-Detached Victorian Townhouse with views over 
looking Oban Bay towards Mull.

• Semi-Detached Victorian Townhouse
• Well Presented
• Lounge
• Kitchen/Dining Room
• 4 Bedrooms
• Study/5th Bedroom
• Bathroom

• Shower Room
• Utility
• Double Glazing
• Gas Central Heating
• Garden
• Garden Shed

Making your 
holiday cottage
work harder 
for you

Ask
for our free

comprehensive
owner

information
pack

Call our property recruitment team on:
0845 268 0555
or visit:
www.letmycottage.co.uk

ARGYLL OTTER FERRY
2  BED BUNGALOW AVAILABLE ON LONG LET

Spacious sitting/dining areas with beautiful 

views overlooking Loch Fyne.

Wood burning stove. Tighnabruaich 12 miles, 

Dunoon 24miles. Refs. Ess.. £370pcm 

01700 821 220

West Coast property service

For more information or to arrange a 
viewing call 01586 554061.

Stone built property in rural location 
with good views all around.
• Three Reception Rooms
• Three Bedrooms
• Kitchen
• Bathroom

• Sun Room
• Large Garden
• Detached Garage
• Two Sheds

Offers over £199,950

West Coast property service

Email Mafekingplace@yahoo.co.uk for more details or 
Tel : 0751 7650 701 after 4pm to arrange viewing

This property needs some attention and as such is being sold without a Home Survey  
as it is unsuitable for occupation in its current condition, hence the reasonable asking 
price of £39,995.  I am prepared to negotiate for a cash buyer.

£39,995

Offers over £175,000

Well presented detached bungalow offering 
spacious accommodation in excellent decorative 
order in a quiet but central location.

• Hall
• Lounge
• Dining Room
• Kitchen
• Study

• Utility Room
• Three Bedrooms
• Bathroom
• Toilet
• Large Garage/Workshop

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

Visit our web site at www.cdmactaggart.co.uk

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

Surveyors, Forest Managers, Estate Agents, Architects and Building Surveyors. 
In so doing we are able to offer clients national coverage with local expertise.

Commercial
Glenshellach House
7e Glengallan Road, Oban

bellingram.co.uk

bellingram.co.uk

Beautiful, architect designed detached house 
of one and three quarter storeys in an enviable 
island location with 4* B&B credentials. Centrally 
situated for exploring the island and convenient 
for travel links.

The well laid-out accommodation comprises:
Porch, hall, lounge, kitchen, dining room, 
4 bedrooms (all with en suite), washroom and 
rear porch.

and electric heating. Large, compartmented 
workshop/craft studio.  Timber shed.  Poly 
tunnel. Off street parking.  Well established, 
easily-maintained gardens.

Offers in the region of £320,000

£4995 o.n.o.

Plus Trailer and 
Honda 90 4st.

Telephone: 
01631
562670

WILSON FLYER 23FT 
WITH 140 OUTBOARD.

ORKNEY LONGLINER

Tel: 01496 300 400

Orkney Longliner complete with Mariner 9.9hp outboard motor, 
oars and boat trailer which was custom built for this boat how-
ever the specification of trailer is such that it is also suitable for 

larger and heavier boats.
Excellent condition - ready for water!

£1795

All GRP Combi/Road 

Trailer and cover. 

New sails 2009, 

at Creran Marine.

Telephone: 

07500 641940

WAYFARER 
SAILING
DINGHY

£6450

4.50 Meters 30hp Tohatsu. 
Snipe roller Trailer. Fish finder 

outfit new March 2008.

Telephone: 
Mike 07500641940 

Lying at Creran 
Marine.

FAST FISHING 
BOAT

21’ CURRIE OF OBAN CLINKER 
MOTOR LAUNCH

Price: £15,500

Built in Oban c.1970, Shearwater is stylish, seaworthy and beau-
tifully built with a forward cabin and large cockpit.

Recent major refit includes new 28hp Beta inboard (2009)

For full details of this exceptional craft, and 
to view contact: Forbes Boat Care

Tel: 0845 3922587  www.forbesboatcare.co.uk

£820 o.n.o.

Oak and larch, complete 
with trailer, oars and 
rowlocks, excellent 

condition, reluctant sale, 
cash only.

Telephone: 
01397 704105 

(after 6pm or weekends.)

12’ WOODEN 
CLINKER-BUILT BOAT

£1000

15’ Speed Boat with a 
90HP Evinrude v4 out-

board. very fast 40knots+. 
Refurbished last year and 

is ready to go.
Telephone: 01852 314136

or 07917523605

15’ SPEED 
BOAT

HEAVY, SIMULATED CLINKER, 
FIBREGLASS FISHING BOAT.

£950

With wooden gunwales & trim. Double ended with outboard well. Very safe for children. Length 5.8 
metres. Beam 2.00 metres. Freshly antifouled, good sea boat, comes with Whale Titan bilge pump, oars 
& rowlocks, boathook, 4 big fenders, galvanized anchor & chain with 100ft rope, bow & stern warps, 4 

new lifejackets. All it needs before launch is a lick of paint on wooden seats & deck trim.

Tel: 01770 (Arran) 303505 (answer phone)

FLAT TO LET
CENTRAL OBAN
Fully furnished, 1 
bedroom, lounge, 

Deposit and References 

Telephone 01369 704031 
or 07810 705131

FOR SALE
Well appointed, bright, 

two bedroom house 
Dell Road, Campbeltown

Would suit fi rst time buyer/young family/downsizing

Upgraded to high standard throughout

Many Extras included

Please contact 07879118316 for more details
Genuine Enquiries only 

Selling your property 
doesn’t have to cost 
you the earth.
Advertise your property for three weeks in 
The Oban Times, Argyllshire Advertiser and 
Campbeltown Courier from only £205.
Give your property the maximum exposure,
use the Oban Times group.

PLUS All adverts include a free web listing until sold.

OPTION 3
7cm x 3 columns

1 image
3 weeks = £205

OPTION 2
10cm x 3 columns

2 images
3 weeks = £265

OPTION 1
14cm x 3 columns

3 images
3 weeks = £325

All prices include full colour, all photographs and are 
inclusive for 3 weeks. Prices are exclusive of VAT

offer exclusive to re-sale property only

West Coast
property service

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

offer exclusive to re-sale property only

COMMERCIAL

TO LET

WANTED
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SEMIDETACHED 
COTTAGE
2 Bedrooms
Seil Island

£500 pcm + Utilities 
& C/Tax

References required

Tel: 07778375657

£3,500 o.n.o.

Telephone: 
01631
562670

17FT BOAT AND 
TRAILER WITH 
YAMAHA 40

HOUSE TO LET
On outskirts of

KINLOCHLEVEN, 
with views,

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
unfurnished, fully carpeted, 

white goods in kitchen, 
back and front garden. 

£625pcm + Bills.
Further details: 

Telephone 01855 831900 
after 6pm or 07909 963667.

FLAT TO LET
Oban Town 

Centre
1 Bedroom

Furnished/Unfurnished
References required

Available immediately
Further details

Tel. 07799332880 or 
01838 200 342 

(leave message)

All in good 
working order, 
ideal angling 
boat, safe and 

strong.

Telephone: 
01700 811 569

ROMANY
21 WITH 
PERKINS

4108 50HP
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A RELATIVE of a pensioner 
who died after being hit by 
a car in Mallaig reacted 
angrily after hearing the 
sentence given to the driver 
responsible for his death.

At Fort William Sheriff 
Court last Wednesday Sheriff 
Douglas Small found Martin 
Kenning, aged 21, of Ard na 
Mara, Fank Brae, Mallaig, 
guilty of causing the death 
of Murdoch (Gordon) 
MacLennan by careless 
driving on November 22, 
2008.

£450 and four-month driving 

enough for Mr MacLennan’s 
brother-in-law, Douglas 
Mars, who had sat through 
the trial.

Mr Mars said after the 
sentencing: ‘Life is cheap. 
That’s all I can say. Life is 
cheap.’

The court had heard how 
Kenning had been travelling 
at less than 10 miles per hour 
on Malliag Pier when he hit 
the widower, who had been 
out for an evening stroll, at 
around 9.30pm.

The 80-year-old former 
businessman suffered a 

fractured pelvis and was 
taken to hospital where 
he died of a fat embolism, 
caused by the fracture, three 
days after the accident.

Wylie admitted, however, 
that if a younger man had 
sustained the injury, it might 
not have proved fatal.

The court heard how 
Kenning had not driven the 
car since the incident.

Defence agent Graham 
Robertson said: ‘The 
devastation caused to the 
victim’s family is felt by 
Mr Kenning because the 

deceased was known to his 
own family and had lived 
across the road from them.’

Sheriff Douglas Small 
disregarded the defence 
argument that Mr MacLennan 
had fallen onto the car and 
the claim that there were 
‘pockets of darkness’, which 

to see Mr MacLennan, who 
routinely walked on the pier.

Sentencing Kenning, 
Sheriff Small said: ‘Mr 
MacLennan was there to be 
seen but you didn’t see him 
because you didn’t keep a 
good enough look out.’

Angry reaction to 
sentence in fatal car 
accident hearing
£450 and four-month driving 
disqualification ‘not enough’

A WIGTOWNSHIRE man has admitted attacking his 
victim with a pool cue in a Fort William pub.

Brian McKie, aged 31, of 18 Whinbank Terrace, Stran-
raer, pled guilty at Fort William Sheriff Court to assaulting 
another man in the bar on June 5 last year.

McKie struck the man on the head and face with the cue 
and punched him on the face and head, all to the victim’s 

Sheriff Douglas Small deferred sentence until May 27 for 
background reports.

Man admits pool cue attack

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar are warning local businesses to 
be wary of cold calling from a company who are offering 
to perform electrical equipment safety checks.

performed by an electrician or any other competent person, 
and do not require specialist technicians.

Several businesses have already been in touch with Trad-
ing Standards regarding the mainland company.

Local businesses warned to be wary of 
cold calling

A CRAFT class in Balmacara 
has raised more than £1,300 
for hospitals and orphanages 
in Uganda.

The group are also sending 
over blankets and bed sheets 
it has knitted from recycled 
pieces of fabric.

The group decided to 
help the African children 
after two of the ladies 
met Fiona Ross, a retired 
nurse from Acharacle who 
does humanitarian work in 
Uganda.

At a packed meeting in 
Kyle Free Church Hall in 
Kyle of Lochalsh, Ms Ross 
and Dr Maris Buchanan 
gave a talk about their visits 
to Uganda and the work they 
do there.

During the meeting, a 
cheque for £1,000 was 
presented to Ms Ross and Dr 
Buchanan and a collection 
raised a further £300. 

The money will go towards 

orphaned children.
The group raised the £1,000 

by selling homemade cakes, 
jam and marmalade as well 
as knitted items made from 
recycled fabric.

The group has now turned 
its thoughts to the next 
fundraising event. 

The class hopes to raise 
£600 to buy a motorcycle 
that will double as an 
ambulance for people living 
in rural Uganda.

 The craft class with some of the homemade blankets and sheets they are sending to Uganda. 

Craft class 
raises £1,300

A MAN has been arrested in connection with a number of 
break-ins at houses in the Onich and Spean Bridge areas 
last week.

The break-ins took place sometime between 9 am and 3 
pm on Thursday 29 April.

Fort William police are still investigating the incidents 
and are appealing for anyone who may have seen anyone 
suspicious in these areas last week to contact Fort William 
police on 01397702361.

Man arrested following break-ins in 
Onich and Spean bridge

PRIMARY SEVEN pupils 
from across the Highlands 
will learn how to be ‘Safe 
Highlanders’ at Cameron 
Barracks, Inverness this 
month.

The educational event, 
set up in 1996 with the 
aim of tackling issues of 
community safety, will see 
the children learning a wide 
variety of skills including 

be taught about the dangers 
of electricity and building 
sites.

The scheme is based 
on a ‘learning by doing’ 

philosophy, which involves 
putting the children in 
simulated hazardous 
situations, and getting them 
involved with practical 

The Inverness Drug and 
Alcohol Forum will attend 
the event to teach the kids 
about the dangers of drink 
and drug misuse.

Nearly 2,000 school 
children will attend the 
community project at 
different times until May 14. 
Further Safe Highlanders 
events in Lairg, Portree and 
Wick are planned for the 
coming months.

Pupils learn how to 
be ‘Safe Highlanders’

AROUND 1,000 volumes of Church of Scotland 
archives have been returned to the Highlands for 
public use.

The archives, dating back to the 1640s 
and covering parishes in Skye, Lochcarron, 
Inverness, Ross, Sutherland and part of Moray, 
were previously held in the National Archives 
of Scotland in Edinburgh but were transferred to 
the Highland Archive and Registration Centre in 
Inverness.

The occasion was marked by a visit from 
the Moderator of the General Assembly of the 

Church of Scotland Rt Rev Bill Hewitt, who 
presented the archive service with the oldest 
surviving volume from St Columba High 
Church, Inverness.

The Rev Hewitt said: ‘It is with great pleasure 
that we entrust the records of the Church of 
Scotland and St Columba High Church to the 
Highland Archives. I am certain that locals and 
visitors to Inverness and the Highlands will be 
delighted to use them.’

The records can be viewed at the archive centre 
on Bught Road.

Rt Rev Bill Hewitt presents Councillor Bill Fernie with a volume from the St Columba High 
Church, Inverness, collection as Susan Beckley and Willie Weatherspoon look on.  

PEOPLE in the Highlands are being 
asked to ‘Give it a Grow’ and start 
composting for the tenth annual 
compost awareness week, which 
began on Monday. 

Highland Council waste awareness 
assistants will be at the Farm Shop 
at Torlundy tomorrow (Friday) to 
dispense helpful advice and free salad 
leaf seeds.

The visit follows events at Fort 
William Recycling Centre on 
Tuesday and at Glencoe Visitor 
Centre yesterday (Wednesday).

Transport, environmental and 
community services chairman  
John Laing said: ‘Even those of 
us who are already composting at 
home could compost more things 

Highland Council invites people 
to ‘Give it a Grow’

Church of Scotland archives returned

HIGHLANDS and Islands Enterprise is offering local busi-
nesses grants to take on undergraduates over the summer.

HIE’s STEP programme, a business-focused initiative 

a chance to hire a student for eight weeks, successfully 
placed 47 students across the region last year.

The scheme aims to match students with suitable busi-

need of skilled resources over the short term.
In the past, placements have included marketing, web 

and print design, systems review, environmental audits and 
product design and testing.

HIE is offering to provide 50 per cent of the funding to-
wards the cost of each placement. Contact karen@inspire-
andimpact.com for more details.

A £500,000 road project to improve the A82 through 

an end to overnight closures through the 1.2-mile section at 
Druimarbin and Achintore.  

Scotland Transerv contract director Norrie Westbrook 
expressed his gratitude to local residents and road users for 
their ‘patience and understanding’ during the work.  

A MAN dressed as Superman, who  
punched another man on the head, 
has admitted the assault at Fort 
William Sheriff Court.

Andrew Milne, aged 23, of 13 
Moray Place, Upper Achintore, pled 
guilty last Thursday to assaulting the 
man in Cinema Lane, off High Street, 
on Hallowe’en last year.

The court heard the victim and Milne 
became involved in an argument in 
High Street, relating to an incident 
the year before.

The victim tripped Milne and they 

said: ‘The accused and the victim 

followed by a friend of the accused, 
who was dressed as Batman.

quickly the accused got the better 
of the victim and whilst Batman 
looked on, Superman carried out the 
assault.’

Milne was tracked down by 
CCTV and told the police what had 
happened.

A WOMAN who brandished a kitchen 
knife at her husband after accusing 
him of being unfaithful has had her 
sentence deferred for six months to be 
of good behaviour.

Mary Gallacher, aged 61, whose 

Drive, Lochyside, pled guilty at Fort 
William Sheriff Court to the offence, 
committed on March 8 at the couple’s 

Gallacher and her husband had an 
argument at their home and he went to 
get ready for work.

As Gallacher was leaving he met his 
wife in the hallway brandishing a knife 
at him.

‘She made comments that made him 

think she would do him harm. He 
was extremely concerned and left the 
house.’

In defence, solicitor Hamish Melrose 
said that his client had been drinking 
and that, coupled with her medication, 
had made her irrational and unstable.

‘In her own words, she snapped but 
had no intention of using the knife,’ he 
said.

Mr Melrose explained that Gallacher’s 
husband had changed the locks to the 
house but, although his client intended 
to stay in the Fort William area, she 
had no intention of going back to the 
house.

Gallacher will return to court on 
October 28 for sentencing. Bail was 
continued.

A82 improvement project

SEVEN local enterprises have received HIE grant assist-
ance in the Lochaber, Skye and Wester Ross area to help 
develop their businesses.

Glencoe Mountain Ltd was awarded a total of  £21,348 
for e-commerce marketing and graduate placement train-
ing, Highland Wood Energy Staff £6,700 towards staff de-
velopment and Nevis Range Development Co Plc £77,000 
towards a high ropes course.

Highland Smoked Salmon (Scotland) Ltd received 
£51,983 for expansion of its business, Loch Torridon 
Country House Hotel £19,950 towards upgrading of an inn 
and Mallaig Harbour Authority £10,250 towards yachting 
facility pre-contract costs.

Finally, Nevis Community Radio Ltd was awarded 
£5,800 towards a feasibility study.  

HIE grant assistance for local enterprises

Woman has sentence deferred 
for brandishing kitchen knife

‘Whilst Batman looked on, Superman carried out the assault’

Superheroes caught 
up in alleyway fight

HIE undergraduate programme

more often, or try new things such 
as greener, peat free composts.’

Households in the Highlands throw 
away around 32,000 tonnes of waste 
annually that could be composted. 

Selling your property doesn’t 
have to cost you the earth.
Advertise your property for three weeks in 
The Oban Times, Argyllshire Advertiser and 
Campbeltown Courier from only £205.
Give your property the maximum exposure,
use the Oban Times group.

PLUS All adverts include a free web listing until sold.

OPTION 3
7cm x 3 columns

1 image
3 weeks = £205

OPTION 2
10cm x 3 columns

2 images
3 weeks = £265

OPTION 1
14cm x 3 columns

3 images
3 weeks = £325

All prices include full colour, all photographs and are 
inclusive for 3 weeks. Prices are exclusive of VAT

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT OR TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS 
TEL MARGARET ON 01631 568000 OR EMAIL adverts@obantimes.co.uk

offer exclusive to re-sale property only
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A YOUNG Caol man has 
been told to get help to 
control his temper after 
narrowly escaping a prison 
sentence at Fort William 
Sheriff Court.

Sheriff Douglas Small 
issued the warning to Dean 
Conn, aged 20, of 19 Camesky 
Road, who appeared in court 
last Thursday on a deferred 
sentence for a breach of 
the peace, committed at 
82 Kilmallie Road, Fort 
William, on July 4 last year. 
He pled guilty to the offence 
on July 6.

Procurator Fiscal Alison 

gone to the house because of 
an argument between Conn 
and his then partner, which 
could be heard from the 
street.

They found Conn shouting 
and swearing at his ex-
partner, who was sobbing 
and crouched on the bed 
with the covers pulled up to 
her chin.

Ms Wylie added: ‘When the 
police intervened he turned 
his venom on them, shouting 
and swearing at them as they 
tried to arrest him.’

Defence agent Hamish 
Melrose told Sheriff Small 
that his client, who has 
previous convictions, had 
not been of good behaviour 
during the deferred period 
and that he suffered from 

disorder (ADHD).
Sheriff Small said: ‘He is a 

bully. It seems to me like he 
can’t control himself.

Fining Conn £400 he 
added: ‘I can’t emphasise 
enough that every time you 
are in front of this court from 
now on, you run the risk of 
detention.

‘You have very narrowly 
escaped detention today. Go 
see you doctor and see what 
can be done to control your 
temper.’

A LOCHABER marksman is getting 
ever closer to securing a place in the 
Great Britain clay pigeon shooting 
team for the London 2012 Olympics.

John MacDonald, of Mingarry in 
Moidart, was placed third in the latest 
of a series of Olympic trap qualifying 
competitions at Dorset last weekend, a 

place overall in the ranking race for the 
two-man team. John’s form has been so 
good in the trials that he has been picked 
to represent Great Britain against the 
best in the world at the World Cup 
rounds in Dorset on May 13 and in Italy 

early next month. John, who celebrates 
his 31st birthday tomorrow (Friday), 
will also shoot for Great Britain at the 
European Championships later next 
month at Kazan in Russia. 

John told The Oban Times: ‘At these 
events all the top shots in the world 
will be there and it will be a great test 
for me to see where I’m at. It’s a huge 
chance for me.’

John is also in line to shoot for 
Scotland at the Commonwealth Games 
in Delhi in October - but pursuing his 
dream has come at a cost.

Funding for the sport has been 

slashed, leaving competitors to fund 
their bid for glory on their own or with 
sponsors’ help.

Ardnamurchan Estate, MacAskill 
Haulage and The Crannog are all 
backing John in his efforts, while all 
proceeds form Arisaig Agricultural 
Show dance later this summer will go 
towards helping John fund his bid to 
make the Olympic team.

Selection for the Scotland 
Commonwealth games squad will not 
be made until July, but John’s form is 
so strong that he will almost certainly 
be in the two-man team.

LEADING artists from all over 
Scotland and beyond are preparing to 
perform classical music at some of the 
country’s remotest venues at the seven-
day Loch Shiel Spring Festival, which 
gets underway on Sunday.

Glenborrodale Castle, the Church of 

the Salen Hotel and Shielbridge Hall in 
Acharacle, the Princes’s House Hotel, 

at Strontian will all host a series of 
chamber music performances.

The festival opens with a ‘family 
gala day and picnic in the park’ at 
Glenborrodale Castle, with Academy 
Brass giving the world premiere of 
‘The Sound of Glenborrodale’, written 
by Iain Ballamy, Guy Barker, Gary 
Carpenter and Peter Cowdrey - who 
each contributed a short piece to form 
a suite.

The composers were asked to seek 
inspiration as closely as possible from 
the castle itself, its surroundings and 
its history and have produced four 
stunning, yet very different musical 
gems. The family day will make the 
fullest possible use of the castle gardens 
and grounds, with artists hidden away 
in walled gardens and under shady trees 
playing accordion and tuba throughout 
the course of the day. 

A jazz trio and snatches of Scots songs 

will waft from downstairs windows, 
while local rangers will organise games 
for young and old.

The festival, which runs from May 

with a jaw-dropping production of 
Benjamin Britten’s musical drama 
‘Noye’s Fludde’. 

The production will feature dozens 
of local children, talented professional 
singers and a spectacular stage set 

before.
The festival’s artistic director is 

London-based violinist Charles Mutter, 
associate leader of the BBC Concert 
Orchestra.

He said: ‘Our production is a unique 
collaboration between a range of 
Lochaber’s amateur music groups 
and some of Britain’s most acclaimed 
artists. The animal choir is made up 
of primary school children from all 
parts of the region, all wearing head-
dresses made by artists, both local and 
from many other parts of the world.
The artists have been asked to highlight 
animals which are particularly at 
risk in their own area and their work 
will undoubtedly ensure much visual 
excitement.’

Arts and Business Scotland and 
Ardnamurchan Estate supported the 
Glenborrodale Castle event.

BUDDING artists at Duror Primary School 
put their work on display to the public in an 
exhibition last week.

Family and friends were invited to the 
Room 13 Duror exhibition, where work by 
artists from P1 to P7 was on view. Sales of 
the artwork raised £120 which will be put 
back into the club and go towards future art 
projects. Room 13 is a network of studios 
in schools that began life in Caol Primary 
School and has now spread to countries as 

John MacDonald: Olympic contender. 10_f19john01

John on target for 
London Olympics

Sheriff 
warns man 
to control 
his temper

Olivia Johnston, left, and Caitlin Gilchrist, show some of the head-
dresses with others taking part in the Loch Shiel Spring Festival 
production of Noye’s Fludde.

The Banking Warhawk by 
Connor Aitkin, aged 10. 
f19durorart1

Leading artists head 
to Loch Shiel festival

Duror pupils’                

artwork       

goes on show

THE TRIAL of a woman accused 
of embezzling around £195,000 
from Chisholm’s Garage has been 
adjourned at Fort William Sheriff 
Court.

Doreen (MacKenzie) MacMillan is 
accused of a number of instances of 

fraud at the Ballachulish company, 

manager. She has denied the charges.
Ms MacMillan, aged 43, of 68 

Loanfern, Ballachulish, will appear at 
the court on August 25, with a view to 
holding the trial on September 13.

THE SNP and the 
Independents have shared 
top spot in the General 
Election – the mock General 
Election at Lochaber High 
School, that is.

A record number of seven 
candidates entered the contest 
ahead of last Friday’s poll at 
the school, organised by the 
modern studies department.

Candidates organised 
posters and stickers 
throughout the campus 
during campaign week and 

WORK IS underway at Nevis Range to 
get a new mountain bike trail ready for the 
summer season after winter snows covering 

time last summer but was buried under feet 
of snow until last week.

Nevis Range’s Heather Negus said: ‘The 
winter had delayed the start of work on the 

Route have only just disappeared. 
‘There are now three diggers working on 

digging for bed-rock and building new 
bumps and jumps. 

The boardwalk on the Red Route is being 

covered with bunny wire in order to make it 
‘super grippy’. 

‘As there is no road to access the tracks, 
the helicopter will arrive later this week
to transport even more materials from the 
Nevis Range carpark onto the upper parts of 
both tracks.’

The Red Route is expected to open on 
Saturday May 8, albeit with restricted access 
as there is a downhill race taking place.

The Off Beat downhill track, home to 
the Mountain Bike World Cup which takes 

a number of other mountain bike races and 
endurance events, will re-open the following 
Saturday. 

BALLACHULISH Co-op staff 
helped pupils from P3/4 at 
Ballachulish Primary School 
recently with a litter pick as part 
of the National Spring Clean 
Project.

The group concentrated on the 
area near Loch Leven at the back 
pier and collected several large 
bags of rubbish.

Head teacher Sam Clark said: 
‘The full bags are a reminder 
to all that we need to take 
responsibility for our own litter. 
Place it in a bin or take it home!’

SKYE and Lochalsh Environment Forum is to carry out a 
survey on the presence of mink across the area.

The group has received funding from European 
Community Highland LEADER 2007-2013 Programme, 
Scottish Natural Heritage and Highland Council to carry 
out the work. The group aims to survey at more than 
50 locations using volunteers to look for mink using 
monitoring rafts or tunnels.

a programme of eradication of mink throughout Skye and 
Lochalsh.

Mink have already been sighted on the shores of Loch 
Alsh, Loch Duich and outer Loch Carron.

Ballachulish pupils and Co-op staff after the litter pick.

took part in a lively election 

crowd of pupils the day 
before polling. 

After three re-counts Martin 
Ferguson (SNP) and Innes 
MacKintosh (Independent) 
were tied on 40 votes each. 
On the cut of a pack of 
cards the winner was Innes 
MacKintosh. Innes drew the 
queen of clubs to Martin’s 
jack of spades.

Full result: Glen Falconer, 
Scottish Labour Party, nine 

Work underway at Nevis 
Range on new bike trail

votes; Martin Ferguson, 
Scottish National Party, 
40 votes; Donald Gillies, 
Scottish Liberal Democrats, 
14 votes; Johnny Goncalves, 
Scottish Green Party, 20 
votes; Innes MacKintosh, 
Independent, 40 votes; Jack 
MacMillan, Monster Raving 
Loony Party, 25 votes; 
Daniel Pringle, Independent, 
24 votes.

No pupil came forward to 
represent the Conservative 
Party. 

Got a story for 

The Oban 
Times?
Call our 

reporters 
on 01631 
568000.

Lochaber High School pupils   
hold mock General Election

Skye and Lochalsh environment Forum 
to carry out mink survey

Pupils and Co-op 
staff spring clean 
Ballachulish

Embezzlement trial adjourned at Fort Sheriff Court

A SOUTH Laggan guest 
house has been put up for 
sale by its owners.

The Forest Lodge Guest 
House on the Great Glen 
Way next to the Caledonian 
Canal north of Spean 
Bridge is on the market for 
£430,000.

Selling agents for Robert 
and Phoebe Hutchinson are 
property specialists Colliers 
Robert Barry.

South Laggan guest 

house on market
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3 months Fish Farmer SPECIAL OFFER
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SAVE OVER 34%
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Fish Industry 
2010 Directory
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All for

Exclusive Special Offer for Oban Times readers*

Now in its 11th year The Fish Industry Directory is the most comprehensive 
compilation of the fishing industry. The directory is now the largest A - Z of 
the fishing industry categorised in to 3 main sections, which are Catching, 
Processing and Aquaculture.

The directory provides up to date contact information for companies large 
or small and whether used as a source for purchasing industry specific 
products and services, prospecting for new business or simply as an 
industry phone book, it is essential for all industry professionals.

To order your copies of the Fish Industry Directory please call
Allan Miller on 0131 312 4568 or email amiller@fishupdate.com

The 2010 Fish Industry Directory 
The LARGEST A-Z in the industry

*while stocks last

£47.50 £44 £91.50
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CITROEN XSARA 
LX HDi

£1950

Diesel,  2001 65,000 miles, 6 months  mot and tax, 5dr hatch 
back, 45-50mpg, Mobile 1 synthetic oil in engine.  
Extraordinary circumstances forces Reluctant sale.

Tel: 07802 689257

RENAULT LAGUNA DYNAMIQUE 
DCI ESTATE

£2750 o.n.o.

1900cc (54 plate), air conditioning/electric windows/alloys/cd 
player/airbags/cruise control, good condition, taxed and mot’d.

Tel: 01855 831530 (after 6pm)

£3000 o.n.o.

Clean condition, 
road registered.

Telephone: 
07500786612

6 TON BENFORD 
DUMPER 1999

12 TON DUMP 
TRAILER

£4000 o.n.o.

Hydraulic door, 
super single tyres, 
sprung drawbar.

Tel: 01631 564620 
(after 5pm) Offers in region of 

£2,500 for quick sale

2002(52), 94,000 Miles, Tax 
Sept 10, MOT Oct 10, FSH, 

Alloys, 6 Disc CD Player, Roof 
Bars, Tow Bar. 

Telephone: 
01631 730070 or 

07789 040811

FORD FOCUS ESTATE 
GHIA 1.8TDCi

£1800

2006,
Bike in good order, 

not been used since 2008,
reluctant sale due to ill 

health.

Telephone: 
01688 302809 

Isle of Mull

2006 SCORPA 
SY 250

110hp, 4,500 miles,
Scorpion exhaust custom 

made at new, Still have origi-
nal exhaust,

Very good condition, First to 
view will buy, very reluctant 

sale due to ill heath.

Telephone: 
01688  302809

Isle of Mull

SUZUKI
GSR 600

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
59 Renault Clio Exp. Dci Sport Tourer, silver, 2500 miles ................£12,500
09 Renault Kangoo Auth 1.2 silver, 8,300 miles ................................£8,150
08 Renault Megane Sport Tourer Dyn Dci 130 auto, black, 21,000 miles .... £9,500
08 Renault Modus Exp. 1.2 TCE, beige, 20000 miles .......................£7,750
07 Renault Megane Dyn dci 106 H/B 3dr, red .................................£8,750
07 Renault Megane Expression 1.9DCi Saloon, 22k miles, gold ........£7,950
07 Renault Scenic Dyn Dci 106 Silver, 22,000 miles ........................£7,850
07 Renault Megane Dyn hatchback, 1.4, black, 9200 miles .............£6,995
07 Renault Clio Exp. 1.4, 3dr,  red, 38,000 miles .............................£6,250
56 Renault Clio Dyn. 1.4 5dr silver 25,000 miles  ............................£6,595
06 Renault Megane Sport Tourewr Dyn 1.9 Dci Beige, 7800 miles ...£6,950
06 Renault Megane 1.6 5dr, cherry red, 36,500 miles…….  .............£6,495
06 Renault Kango Expression Dci 86 Silver, 59,000 miles .................£5,850
03 Renault Megane Dyn 1.6, 5dr, hatchback, blue, 41500 miles ......£2,950
52 Renault Megane Fidji 1.6, 5dr, green, 71,500 miles .....................£2,695
01 Renault Megane Fidji 1.6 5dr silver, 42,000  miles. .....................£2,150
06 Vauxhall Corsa Life 1.0,  5 door, red,  34,000 miles ....................£4,650
04 Renault Kangoo Auth. 1.2  silver, 61,000 miles ............................£3,950
53 Honda Civic SE 1.6 5door, silver 82500 miles .............................£3,650
Y Reg Suzuki Grand Vitara, 1.6 red 49,000 miles .............................£2,750

COMMERCIALS

03 Renault Master SL28 DCI fully insulated with chiller unit  ....£4500 +VAT
X Nissan Cabstar D/Side Pick-Up...............................................£3650+vat
Renault Kangoo Vans choice of four

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

Visit us at Ayr County Show at stand F91 on Saturday 8th - Sunday 9th May 

FREE
Prodrive Performance Pack & 18” 
Prodrive Alloy wheel s and Tyres 
worth more than £3500 when you 
buy a new Impreza 2.5 WRX or STi

S&S Services Subaru www.sandsservices.co.ukTel: 01292 880080/880440
THE NEW RODEO RANGE FROM £11,664*
• ONLY £200 ROAD TAX UNLIKE MOST 4X4s
• LOWER RUNNING COSTS THAN MOST 4X4s
• CLASS LEADING FUEL ECONOMY & EMISSIONS
• IN BUSINESS? YOU CAN CLAIM THE VAT BACK
*The new Rodeo range from £11,649 to £25,499 CV OTR. Prices correct at time of press and ex-

VOLKSWAGEN 
TOURAN 07

£8550

1.9 tdi, 7 seater, taxed and manufacturers warranty till 
end July, fsh, excellent condition, private buyers only.

Tel: 01631 730484 (after 6.30pm)

T

SCRAP CAR 
DISPOSAL

Oban Skip Hire Ltd are offering a new 
service to accept or collect end of life 

vehicles (ELV’s) throughout Argyll. DVLA 
notification. Safely de-polluted and 
recycled at our Oban Waste Transfer 
Station Licence no WML/N/220307

Tel 01631 566370
Oban

WANTED

Contact Steven on 07751026953

Any age, make, mileage, 
condition, Landrover 90/110 Tdi, 
TD5, TDCi, Discovery Tdi, TD5, 
TDV6, petrol Range Rover 4.4, 
TD6, Sport models, BMW X5, 
Mercedes ML, all models, any 

other 4x4, pickups, double cabs, 
TOP PRICES, INSTANT DECISION 

AND PAYMENT.

Quick sale £2000

5dr 16v, Hatchback. 
2003.

MOT’d end of 
Dec 2010.
Telephone: 

01631 564039

RENAULT MEGANE 
DYNAMIQUE

ULYSEE FIAT  
7 SEATER

£2,995

2002, 58,000 MILES, 5 DOOR,EXCELLENT CONDITION,
MOT UNTIL DEC ‘10, TAXED UNTIL AUG’10.

Tel: 07748787532

PEUGEOT
206 LX

£995

2001 5 Door Hatchback
93,000 miles

6 mths Road Tax / 12 mths MOT

Tel: 0784 9617941

FORD FOCUS 2.0 
ST170

FOR QUICK SALE £4500 o.n.o.

2004, 46,000 miles, petrol, manual, MOT June, Tax Sept, FSH, 
alloys, electric windows & mirrors, half leather interior, PAS, 

air con, 6 disc CD multichanger, immaculate example.

Tel: 07776 171420 or 01546 870608

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 
(7 SEATS)

£2500

1.8 petrol, 53 reg, Blue
92,000 miles, Full MOT, 6 months tax

Tel: 01546 810260

CITROEN XSARA PICASSO VTX 
1.6HDI DIESEL

£5995

May 2007. 40,000 miles. FSH, 1 owner from new.
Air con, Cruise con, Parking sensors, Alloys.

 Excellent condition. Full MOT.

Tel: 01499 500668  or 01499 500263

£2450 o.n.o.

53REG, RED, MOT 1 YEAR, 
6 MONTHS TAX, GOOD 

CONDITION, 
S/L DOOR, GOOD MPG. 

Telephone: 
07775 600996 or 

01586 553326

RENAULT KANGOO 
1.9 TD 4X4 VAN

CITROEN XSARA 
LX HDi

£1850 o.n.o.

Diesel,  2001 65,000 miles, 6 months  mot and tax, 5dr hatch 
back, 45-50mpg, Mobile 1 synthetic oil in engine.  
Genuine reason for sale. Reduced for quick sale.

Tel: 07802 689257

VAUXHALL 
COMBI

£2000

Petrol / LPG
51 plate

1 year MOT

Telephone 01546 603158 during office hours

FORD CONNECT

£1500

53 plate
1 year MOT
Goes well

Tel: 01546 603158 during office hours
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DEPUTY EDITOR
Proven editorial and managerial skills are required for this pivotal 
role with the West Highland’s largest selling weekly newspaper.

selection, design, headlines and page layout, candidates must 

knowledge of Scottish journalistic law.
The ability to deputise for the editor and organise the Oban and 
district newsrooms is essential. Position based in Oban.
c.£30k + Audi A3 + pension plan + BUPA + life assurance.
Successful candidate will be required to live in the area - relocation 
package may be offered. Driving licence essential. Covering letter 
and C.V. to Ali Arden -  ali@obantimes.co.uk

Post: Part-time Book keeper
Date: 29th April 2010

Location: Lochgilphead

Storvik Ltd is a dynamic and growing supplier in the 
Aquaculture Industry who is currently seeking to recruit the 
services of a part-time book-keeper.

The position will involve general accountancy duties, and 
general book-keeping support. A sound knowledge of Sage is 
essential.

Hours: 7.5 hrs per week by arrangement.

Salary: negotiable according to experience.

For more information on this 
position, please contact:

Maggie Findlay
Office Manager
Storvik Ltd
01546603989
07477333234

Or apply in writing to:

General Manager
Storvik Ltd
Unit 16
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead
PA31 8RR

Closing Date: 19th May 2010

CARERS REQUIRED
Scothomecare are actively recruiting care workers in and 
around the Oban and Dunoon area to work with clients 
in their own homes. Positions can be part time or full time 
including evenings and weekends. Drivers desirable. 
Excellent rates of pay. Company car purchase scheme. 

NURSE’S REQUIRED
for all over Scotland

OPEN DAY
The Corran Halls, Studio Theatre, 10th May, 2pm to 6pm.
An Tobar Arts Centre, 11th May 12noon to 2.30pm

Training course available for new carers or those with 
informal care experience.

For more information please contact Margaret mason on 
01389 804666 / 01389804659 or

Margaret.mason@halouk.co.uk

Oban Filling Station
Require

Two full time 
Shop Assistants 

Approximately 35 hours per week.
7-day rota system to include evening work

Tel 01631 571101

Secretary
Fixed Term

We currently have a vacancy 
for an enthusiastic secretary.

Applicants should possess a good working 
knowledge of Microsoft systems, good 

customer service skills, a pleasant telephone 
manner and good organisational skills. 

the role, please apply in writing to: 
Graeme Ferguson, Bidwells, Carn Dearg 

House, North Road, Fort William, PH33  6PP.
The closing date for the receipt of 
applications is Friday 21 May 2010.

TELESALES MANAGER
Full Time (salaried)

Applicants must be able to demonstrate 
the following-

Be Conscientious, Reliable, IT literate, 
Customer Aware, Team player and capable 
of developing an established telesales team.

-Immediate Start Available-
For an application form please contact-

John Forteith
Glengallain Road, Oban, Argyll. PA34 4HG

Tel-  (01631) 569 100
Fax- (01631) 570 380

johnf@forteith.lls.com

Project Manager for 
An Cridhe Project

24 hours per week initially for 2 years with hours 
decreasing years 

3,4&5 in line with funding contract

Salary £21,153 per annum for initial 2 year period

Book Keeper for the 
An Cridhe Project

8 hours per week for 2 years 

Salary £5,824 per annum for initial 2 year period

For application pack or informal discussion contact 
Peter Wilson on 01879 230038 

or devlopmentcoll@hotmail.co.uk

Plant operators, General Labourers and concrete 
workers Required for ongoing local and overseas 

AML
Stadium Business Park

24 Longman Drive 
Inverness
IV1 1SU

mark.armstrong@aml-eng.co.uk

A’ fàs GàidhligA’ fàs GàidhligHOUSE KEEPER
FOR PRIVATE LODGE ON HIGHLAND 

SPORTING ESTATE
Located approximately 1.5 hour drive from Inverness

& 2 hours from Aberdeen.

trustworthy individual for live in house keeper position.

Remuneration is subject to experience with a competitive package.

Please apply in writing enclosing a CV and references 
(professional & personal) to: Bidwells, Alder House, Cradlehall 

Business Park, Inverness, IV2 5GH
Email: lucy.stjohnston@bidwells.co.uk | Tel: 01463 796050

Previous applicants need not apply.

QUALITY SYSTEMS 
ASSISTANT MANAGER

An opportunity has arisen for the appointment 
of a Quality Systems Assistant Manager to 
join Marine Harvest’s Quality systems team, 
based in Fort William.  The main responsibility of the post will be to 
complete farm and factory audits in support of the Company Quality 
and Environmental standards, and to suggest and agree improvements 
and corrective actions where appropriate.

Principle responsibilities will include generating essential reports to 
meet customer requirements and collection and checking of samples 
for analysis by both internal and external laboratories.  In addition the 
successful candidate will be required to carry out audits to support the 
Quality and Environmental Management Systems including ISO 9001, 
ISO 14001, and British Retail Consortium standards. 

Applicants must be able to demonstrate effective communication and 
interpersonal skills and possess a high degree of computer literacy. 
Whilst it is not a requirement of the post it would be advantageous if 

If you would like to be considered for this post please apply in writing 
to: Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, Business Resource Centre, Blar 
Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT by Friday 21st May 2010.

LOCHGILPHEAD
MEDICAL CENTRE

Lochgilphead Medical Centre is looking for 

vacancy in their administration department.  The 
post is for 10 hours weekly and these hours will be 
worked in the afternoon.  Knowledge of General 
Practice administration would be an advantage.

For further information and details how to apply, 
please contact Muriel Miller, Practice Manager on 

01546 462002.

Closing date: 21 May 2010.

To apply visit our website

Customer Management Project Assistant
£23,578- £25,768 Campbeltown/Lochgilphead Ref: CED02821
Assist implementation of the Customer Management Project

01546 604034/604039

School Technician (2 Posts)
£20,968 - £22,884 pro rata 
Tarbert Academy, Term Time, 17:30 hours per week

Mid-Argyll, Kintyre & Islay Ref: CSE50820/1
Tobermory High School, Term time, 17:30 hours per week

Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: CSE50060

Pupil Support Assistant 
£17,501 - £18,596 pro rata Kintyre Ref: CSE53190
Castlehill Primary School, Term time, 15 hours per week

SEN Assistant
£15,530 - £16,990 pro rata Mid-Argyll Ref: CSE63110/1
Lochgilphead Joint Campus, Pre Five unit, Term Time, Temporary, 
12:30 hours per week

Clerical Assistant (2 Posts)
£14,216 - £15,074 pro rata 
Lochgilphead Joint Campus, Term Time, 35 hours per week

Mid-Argyll  Ref: CSE51580/1
Luing Primary School, Term Time, 20 hours per week

Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: CSE51250

Classroom Assistant
£14,216 - £15,074 pro rata Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: CSE53850
Luing Primary School, Term time, 9:15 hours per week

01369 708546 for the above 7 posts only

Assistant Development Worker (2 Posts)
£8.51 per hour 
Community Services Oban Ref: CSD64002/R
Community Services, Part Time, Variable hours

Lochgilphead Ref: CSC63983/R

Cook
£6.92 per hour Oban Ref: CSD32158/R4
Community Services, Children & Families, 16 hours per week

01546 604713 for the above 3 posts only

Bar Staff
£6.32 per hour Oban Ref: OSF40192
Corran Halls, Variable hours, Bank/Relief

01546 604745 for the above post only

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Manaidsear Leasachaidh
Cothrom math dha-rìribh a bhith aig teis-meadhan na h-iomairt gus na h-ealain Ghàidhlig 
a bhrosnachadh ann an Glaschu agus gus barrachd dhaoine a mhisneachadh gu bhith ag 

ionnsachadh a’ chànain.

’S e a th’ anns an Lòchran buidheann airson nan ealain Gàidhlig ann an Glaschu, agus tha i na 
buidheann-carthannais le Bòrd de bhuill shaor-thoileach aig a bheil ùidh ann an Gàidhlig agus 
sna h-ealain Ghàidhlig. Tha sinn a’ sireadh Manaidsear Leasachaidh pàirt-thìde gus pròiseactan 

ealain ùra a chur air adhart, agus gus obair na buidhne bho latha gu latha a stiùireadh. 

Tha an dreuchd stèidhichte ann an Ionad Gàidhlig ùr Ghlaschu air Sràid Mansfield ann am Partaig.

Airson pasgan fiosrachaidh fònaibh 0141 342 4119 
no tadhlaibh air www.anlochran.com

STOCKPERSON 
Inverawe Smokehouse is looking for the right 
person to join their busy despatch warehouse. 
Responsible for receiving goods from the smokery and 

outside suppliers, this job would suit someone with 

a sharp eye for detail, a good sense of humour and a 

willingness to get stuck in

Must be able to speak, read, write 

and understand English. 

Driving licence is essential, and Forklift licence desirable, 

but training can be given

Th is is a full time position based at Inverawe, Taynuilt.

Pay will refl ect ability

Please send CV to 

jobs@inverawe.co.uk or to Christopher Cox, Inverawe 
Smokehouses, Taynuilt, Argyll, PA35 1HU 

Closing date 14 May 2010

PA to Group Chief Executive and Lead Fundraiser 

Our charity is growing fast and our Mary’s Meals campaign is now providing 
over 400 000 of the world’s poorest children with a daily meal in school. We 
are looking for a new key member of staff to join us.

Key duties will include: dealing with emails, phone calls and general 
correspondence, managing diaries, carrying out background research, making 
travel arrangements and preparing documents for meetings.

Closing date 20th May 2010.

Please submit a CV and cover letter detailing your experience 
to: Sharon Campbell at: 64-66 Glentanar Road Balmore 
Industrial Est Glasgow G22 7XS 
or email to sharon.campbell@marysmeals.org

www.marysmeals.org
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY  
and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building Standards 
Manager at this office within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  

Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their 
letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 

representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

10/01453/FUL

10/01662/FUL

10/01884/FUL

Development Address

Land 60m West of The 
Gatehouse
Toigal
Morar

Loyhurst
Banavie
Fort William

Lochview
Letterfinlay
Spean Bridge

Proposal Description

Erection of Dwelling House

Alteration and extension to 
house to form garden room, 
sauna, shower room and 
plant room

Formation of a jetty for 
personal use only.

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected 
and time period for 
comments

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: 
Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY

Tel: (01397) 707015     Fax: (01397) 707022
e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
SINGLE MOORING:  LOCH SHUNA, ASKNISH BAY

Notice is hereby given that John Holmes has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under section 34 of the Coast 
Protection Act 1949, as amended  by the section 36 of the Merchant 
Shipping Act 1988, to install a single mooring at the following location 
in Loch Shuna: 
 Description  Latitude  Longitude
 Mooring  56 12.800N  05 33.162W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at  Ardfern 

Objections relating to safety of navigation, in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports and Harbours Branch, 

the date of this notice quoting reference: 
2SPC/2/5/412
John Holmes
Lergychoniemhor
Ardfern
Lochgilphead
Argyll

The Crofters Commission 
will be visiting Colonsay on 
Wednesday 12 May 2010 
and holding a surgery at 
the Service Point from 
3:00pm – 4:00pm.

If you would like to 
meet with the Area 
Commissioner to discuss 
any crofting business 
please telephone Linda 
Gourlay on 01463 663453 
to arrange an appointment.

THE LOCH LOMOND and 
THE TROSSACHS

NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
Notice of Election

1 July 2010

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that elections to The Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park Authority, to elect 
one member to each of the 5 wards within the National Park Area, will be held on 1 July 2010, in accordance with The 
Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park Elections (Scotland) Order 2002.

All households have already been advised by post of the electoral ward in which electors will be entitled to vote in the 

Hillside House, Laurelhill, Stirling, FK7 9JQ tel: (01786) 892289.

Any elector within the National Park area can apply to have his/her ballot paper sent to an address other than that 

(01786) 892289, no later than 5pm on Wednesday 26 May 2010.

ward for which they wish to stand as detailed below.  All forms must be duly completed and returned to the relevant 
no later than 4pm on Wednesday 26 May 2010.

To qualify, candidates must be 21 years of age or more, but need not be resident in the ward for which they wish to 
stand, nor the Park area generally.  A nomination paper must, however, be subscribed by 2 electors as proposer and 
seconder and by 8 other electors living in that electoral ward as assenting to the nomination.

In the event of a poll, ballot papers will be issued to all eligible electors on Thursday 10 June 2010, and must be returned 
by 4pm on Thursday 1 July 2010, if they are to be included in the counting of votes.

Bob Jack

Schedule

Contact details for further information:

  
Ward  Contact Address for Nomination Forms/Information etc  Contact Number

 Helensburgh G84 8BP

WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER SERVICES (SCOTLAND) ACT 2003
WATER ENVIRONMENT (CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2005 (“the Regulations”)
Notice is hereby given in accordance with Regulation 13 of the Regulations that 
an application has been made to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
(SEPA) by Robin David Elliot Legg for authorisation to carry out a controlled 
activity, namely:
1.Abstraction of 15,380 m3 per day from Garbh Alt at NGR NH 1746 0189
2. Impoundment of water within the Garbh Alt at NGR NH 1746 0189.
Any person affected or likely to be affected by or having an interest in the 
application may make representations about the application to SEPA in writing 
within 28 days beginning with the date of this advertisement at the following 
address quoting reference number CAR/S/1041752:
The Registry, SEPA, Graesser House, Fodderty Way, Dingwall Business Park, 
Dingwall IV15 9XB.
A copy of the application may be inspected free of charge at the above address 
between 9.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (except local and national 

Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 6LT.
Written representations received within 28 days of this advertisement will be taken 
into consideration in determining the application.  Any such representations will 
be placed in a public register unless the person making them requests that they 
should not be.  Where such a request is made there will be included in the register 
a statement indicating that representations have been made which have been the 
subject of such a request.

A’ sireadh taic?

A bheil thu an sàs no a bheil ùidh agad ann an 
iomairt a ruith a bheir fàs is neart don Ghàidhlig sa 
choimhearsnachd agad? 

Tha cothrom às ùr aig buidhnean airson taic-airgid 
fhaotainn bho Bhòrd na Gàidhlig.  Tha Taic Freumhan 
Coimhearsnachd ag amas air àireamh luchd-labhairt 
na Gàidhlig ann an Alba àrdachadh.

’S e 4 Ògmhios 2010 an latha mu dheireadh airson 
iarrtasan a chur a-steach.

Looking for support?

Are you involved in or interested in running an 
initiative to increase and strengthen Gaelic in your 
community?

Groups have another opportunity to receive funding 
from Bòrd na Gàidhlig.  Taic Freumhan Coimhearsnachd 
aims to increase the number of Gaelic speakers in 
Scotland.

Applications must be submitted by 4th June 2010.

COIMHEARSNACHDAN
GÀIDHLIG

Tuilleadh fiosrachadh
More information:

www.gaidhlig.org.uk 
01463 225454 

2079 OT May 10

Freumhan
mhearsnachd

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office 
hours at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR, at the location detailed below and by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.  
Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to Lorn House Albany Street Oban 
PA34 4AR within 21 days of the appearance of this notice.  Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 09/01884/PP
Applicant: Scottish Courts Service
Proposal: Extension to rear incorporating the conversion of existing store to form custody unit.
Site Address: Court House Albany Street Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4AL 
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00064/LIB
Applicant: Scottish Courts Service
Proposal: Extension to rear incorporating the conversion of existing store to form custody unit.
Site Address: Court House Albany Street Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4AL 
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office 
hours at 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the location detailed below and by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.  
Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig 
PA30 8DX within 21 days of the appearance of this notice.  Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS
•Ref No: 10/00364/PP
Applicant: Mrs Sophie Wales
Proposal: Erection of 2 semi-detached dwellinghouses
Site Address: Land North Of Anvil House Main Street Port Charlotte Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute  
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Charlotte

•Ref No: 10/00458/PP
Applicant: Mr Donald MacArthur Nichol
Proposal: Erection of shed
Site Address: Boatyard House King Street Portnahaven Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute PA47 7SP 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Portnahaven

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 
2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents 
submitted with them may be examined at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR and the location 
detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the 
Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. Written 
comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning and Regulatory Services 
Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR by the 27/05/2010

•Ref No: 10/00559/PP
Applicant: Mull and Iona Community Trust
Proposal: Erection of storage shed, siting of portacabin and ten storage containers.
Site Address: Land South East Of Fas Choille Craignure Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute  
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Craignure

•Ref No: 10/00563/PP
Applicant: Mr Paul and Audrey Carter
Proposal: Erection of extension, formation of canopy over existing terraced area and re-roofing 
of dwellinghouse.
Site address: New Barran Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4QB 
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office 

•Ref No: 10/00572/PP
Applicant: Mr Lovat McDonald
Proposal: Demolition of small outbuilding and erection of front porch extension
Site Address: Airdenny House Taynuilt Argyll And Bute PA35 1HY 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Taynuilt

•Ref No: 10/00582/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs D. Mathieson
Proposal: Change of use from letting unit to dwellinghouse
Site Address: Gate Lodge Appin House Appin Argyll and Bute PA38 4BN 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig

•Ref No: 10/00598/PPP
Applicant: Mr Neil MacIntyre
Proposal: Site for erection of croft house and garage.
Site Address: Land West Of Larach Bhan Kilchrenan Argyll and Bute  
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Taynuilt

•Ref No: 10/00616/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Kingsbury Smith
Proposal: Erection of a single storey rear extension
Site Address: The Old School Dalavich Taynuilt Argyll and Bute PA35 1HN 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Taynuilt

•Ref No: 10/00657/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs D MacKenzie
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse and installation of septic tank
Site Address: Land South East Of Druimneil Cottage Port Appin Argyll and Bute  
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig

•Ref No: 10/00705/PPP
Applicant: Kate Franklin
Proposal: Site for the erection of a dwelling house
Site Address: Land South East Of Tigh Shee Isle Of Iona Argyll And Bute PA76 6SP 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Iona

•Ref No: 10/00417/PP
Applicant: Mr Duncan MacEachen
Proposal: Erection of multi-use community centre (Class 11) incorporating an emergency centre for 
Fire/Ambulance Service, an educational/interpretive resource centre (Class 10), a waiting area for 
ferry terminal, a shop (Class 1), a public toilet, a recycling centre
Site Address: Land To South Of Ferry House And West of existing Jetty Kerrera Oban Argyll PA34 4SX
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8ST.  An extant list of planning applications can be viewed on the Councils website 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a 
public document.

Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under 
the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published 
on the council’s web site. 

The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.

Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the 
sender. Neither will be taken into account when the application is being considered. 

Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

COUNCILLORS SURGERIES
Councillor Robin Currie will be holding a surgery in the Servicepoint, Isle of Colonsay on Wednesday 
12th May from 2.00pm – 3.00pm.  No appointments necessary.  Councillor Currie can be contacted 
on Tel: 01496 850 517 or by email robin.currie@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Councillor Mary Jean Devon (E.W 4 Oban South and the Isles)  

Constituents can contact Councillor Devon on Tel: 01688 301215 or email – 
mary-jean.devon@argyll-bute.gov.uk Councillor Gordon Chalmers (E.W. 4 Oban South and 
the Isles) Constituents can contact Councillor Chalmers on Tel 01688 302689 or email – 
gordon.chalmers@argyll-bute.gov.uk or gordon.chalmers@btinternet.com 

Councillor Donald McIntosh (E.W 4 Oban South and the Isles) 

Councillor McIntosh will be holding a surgery on Wednesday 19th May from 11.00am – 12 noon in 
The Business Centre, Isle of Tiree. No appointments are necessary. Councillor McIntosh can also be 
contacted by phone on Tel: 07788 882200 or by email – donald.mcintosh@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Councillor Donald Macdonald (E.W.5 Oban North and Lorn)

Councillor Macdonald’s constituents can contact him on Tel: 01631 566367 or by email – 
donald.macdonald@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the 
Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in 
the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as 
the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances 
shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose 
or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising 
from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a 
rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount 
which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.



PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

24 Thursday 6 May, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•PLUMBING & HEATING

•DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows
and doors
Roof Line

Garage Doors
Conservatories
GRP Flat Roofs

For a free quote 
contact

Ronald Gordon 
01631 720074 

or 07776 402550

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

•JOINERS AND
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners, Builders 

& Funeral Directors

Family run business
Breadalbane
Street, Oban

Telephone
01631 562562
01631 562203

24 hour call out

•WINDOW BLINDS

•CARAVANS

• FIRE SECURITY

MACLEOD BLDS
LOCHAVULLIN RD

OBAN
ARGYLL

PA34 4PL

TEL: 01631 565 290
FAX: 01631 571 062
MOB: 07771 623 719
www.ampelec.co.uk

amp@ampelec.co.uk
Covering Argyll 
and the Islands

We provide a specialist service in the design, 
installation, commissioning and servicing of both 

large and small fire and security projects.
• Fire safety risk assessments

(Institute of fire engineers)
• Fire detection systems to BS 5389
• Emergency lighting systems to BS 5266
• Periodic inspection and testing to BS 7671

• Intruder alarms
• Safety signage 
• Service and maintenance
• Service and supply of fire 

extinguishers

• SOFT FURNISHINGS

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.45+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.60 per line

Box Number Fee £5.25 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.40 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.40 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.15(+VAT)

thereafter £1.93 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.35 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.25 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.55 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.20 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.20 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.20 per single column 
centimetre

Pre-payment
required for advertisements 
of less than £50 (excluding 

death notices)
Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K ........................... £58.00

 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

PENINVER SANDS CARAVANS, CAMPBELTOWN

Selection of Pre-owned 
Statics For Sale
Sensible Prices. Transport available.

Tel: 01586 552262 or 07901843690

•STATIC CARAVANS FOR SALE

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late 
payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been 
raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

•ROOFING SPECIALIST

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful dogs 
and bitches suitable for 
adoption. These dogs 

are fully vaccinated and 
spayed/neutered. If you 
feel you could offer one 

of these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation is 
required.  Look forward 

to hearing from you.

‘Hold thy peace
 at the presence of the 

Lord God
…for the Lord hath 

he hath bid his guests’
YOU ARE KNOWN UNTO GOD!

Why not visit
www.Bethanyfortwilliam.co.uk

Jane Stewart 
I met Jane, an old school chum, in 
Ardfern last week. I was hurrying 
to an appointment, and stupidly 

didn’t get her contact details. 
Please, Jane, get in touch!

Bridget Jensen

01852500709

bridgetjensen@btinternet.com

Love from Mum, Dad, 
Gemma, Shaun, 

Stephen and Lesley. xx

Happy
18th

Darren

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

AFRICAN FIGURE 
HEAD from Central Africa, 
excellent condition,  £35 

W E S T M I N S T E R 

years old, has 1 key, have 
never wound it up,  £10 

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
MATSUI SEPERATE CD-
PLAYER Matsui separates 
CD player black in excellent  
condition,  £10 Telephone 

MATSUI SEPERATE CD-
PLAYER black in excellent 
condition,  £10 Telephone 

PIONEER SUB WOOFER 

50 watt x two speakers, 4 
OHM, cost £110 new, in 
excellent condition, great 

ROTEL VALVE AMP 
SEPERATES collector’s 

put 4 channels impedance 

S U R O U N D - S O U N D 
SYSTEM 4 Gamers 

subwoofer with satelite 

great for gaming & home 

BABY EQUIPMENT
CHILD CAR SEAT Maxi 

forward facing, reclines,  

INFANT CAR SEAT 
Maxicosi infant rear facing 

months, excellent condition,  

MOTHERCARE COT in 
beech with mattress, from 

BICYCLES
LADIES RALEIGH 

RACING ROAD 
BICYCLE GIANT OCR, 
Shimano Tiagra/Sora triple, 

700mm racing tyres. 50cm 
medium, suitable for man 

BUILDING / DIY
FIRE/SMOKE SEALS 

door seals, 10 x 1m strips-

collects,  £10 Telephone 

PLUMBING FITTINGS 
chrome, contemporary, 

spouts with valves - missing 
tap heads x 4,  £10 each. 

PLUMBING FITTINGS 
chrome pop up wastes, 

 CAR ACCESSORIES
MANUAL MIRRORS 

RAC CAR POLISHER, 
10IN, TWIN H brand new 
in box, never used, cost 
£35. Argos catalogue no 

polishing pads, mains 
operated, bargain,  £15 

ROOFBARS GOLF MK3 
Pr. roofbars Golf Mk3. 
Never used but small rust 
marks due to lying in shed,  

TURBO DIESEL OIL 5 
litres new, £10,   Telephone 

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 
TOWBAR New towbar golf 

electrics or towball. Buyer 

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

CARLTON MAKEUP 
VANITY CASE gorgeous 

and holds round the side for 
securing makeup/ creams 

GENTS ADIDAS SHOES  
Torsion running shoes size 
7, worn once ,  £30.00 

GENTS COAT  grey 
polyester, size medium, 
good condition ,  £10.00 

Patagonia navy zip up 

l size, both good condition 

GENTS WATERPROOF 
TROUSERS Berghaus size 
small with side zips, good 

GENTS WELLINGTON 
BOOTS Aigle, size 7 
good condition,  £30.00 

offshore jacket, large, brand 

fully lined, large, brand 

LEATHER COAT gents 
three quarter, Milan black 
leather, never worn, size 

ONE PIECE SUIT weather 
proof, quilted, large, almost 

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

controllers, cards etc., all 
cables, excellent condition, 

SET OF EPSON PRINTER 
CARTRIDGE black T0551, 

yellow T0554, brand new in 

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

FRIDGE Hotpoint ice 
diamond fridge, internal 

DOMESTIC PETS
BRITTANY PUPPIES black 
and white, from working 
parents, ideal pets, ready to 

SPANIEL PUPPIES  from 
excellent working parents 
but would also make great 
pets, black and white, dogs 
and bitches available, ready 

 FURNITURE

SETTEE  green, very 
comfortable, tired but in 

made solid wood bedside 

COFFEE TABLE long dark 
wood,  perfectly serviceable, 

CORNER LINEN CHEST 
MacIntosh rosewood 
mahogany, ideal for storing 
bedding, mint condition,  

DINNING TABLE pine 
with white tiled top and 4 

DINNING TABLE solid 
wood with four chairs, could 

DINNING TABLE 
large modern extending 

DOUBLE BED nice clean, 

D R E S S I N G - T A B L E 
MacIntosh rosewood 
mahogany, with triple mirror 
and dralon stool, perfect 
condition,  £45 Telephone 

FUTTON large that folds 
into a large comfy double 

LOUNGE TABLE low and 
square hard wood table with 
round legs, lovely lounge 
centre piece,  £40 Telephone 

MAHOGANY DINING 
TABLE and four chairs, 

PINE STAND Flower pot 
stand. 37inches high. Pine 
base 11” wide. Round top 

REDWOOD GARDEN 

chairs, good condition,  

SINGLE BED  with nice 

SINGLE DIVAN BED with 
pull out bed underneath, 

TALLBOY MacIntosh 
rosewood mahogany, 
5 drawers, excellent 
condition,  £45 Telephone 

THREE PIECE SUITE 
modern, hugely comfortable, 
needs cleaning but well 

 GARDEN
CHARCOAL ROOF 
SHINGLES Armourshield 
“Honeycomb” design self 

GARDEN HOSE green 

ROLL OF ROOF FELTING 
40” wide by 14 metres 

 GARDEN MACHINERY
LAWN MOWER Flymo 
Mow “N” Vac Hover mower 
only been used a couple of 

LAWNFLITE GRASS 

Done very little work,  £45 

 GREYHOUNDS

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
ROWING MACHINE V 
Fit, in excellent condition, 

YORK T101MAINS 
TREADMILL 1 to 13Kph 
multi view console, 
foldable, user programmes 

distance, calories and pulse, 
excellent condition/no 

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

DIMPLEX HEATERS 4 x 
slimline wall mounted with 
brackets, good condition 

 HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

3FT DRIFTER TRAWLER 
ideal for public house or 
restaurant,  £45 Telephone 

CB RADIO
TRANSMITTER Kernow, 

40 channel, good working 
order, can be seen working, 
also 3 amp power supply,  

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

SONY CD SYSTEM Sony 
Hi-Fi triple CD system, 
silver, remote control, 
excellent condition, Oban,  

 HOME FURNISHINGS

bedside lights with shades, 

OCCASSIONAL TABLE  
solid wooden table with 
smoked glass top, good 
condition, £15 Telephone 

STANDARD LAMP. 
Traditional gilt lamp with 
square black marbled base 
& 4 gilt feet. Gold coloured 
pleated silk square shade. 4ft 

STANDARD LAMPS 4 x 

VINYL FLOORING 4m 
x 3m-approx.-cushion 

treadplate pattern, buyer 
collects,  £35 Telephone 

 HOME OFFICE
COMPUTER DESK pine 

OFFICE DESK large 
modern pine effect, as 
new condition. Great 

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

500mm drawer line base 

units with glass shelf,  £40 

PUSH BUTTON WC nearly 
new white, with wood 

VICTORIAN BATH  cast 
iron, ball feet, in fair 
condition. Offers. Telephone 

WHITE CLOAKROOM 
BASIN with taps traditional 
style 500x310mm, wall 
mounted,  £30 Telephone 

 LIVESTOCK
POULTRY FOR SALE 
Point of lay pullets, 
Lavender Orpingtons and 
breeding pair of Ixworth  
(Inveraray). Telephone 

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Always a popular 
gift for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order on-

OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Ideal for 

Order on-line at www.
obantimes.co.uk/calendar 

MARINE UNDER £250
TWO FISHERMANS 
GRAPPLES for casting and 
picking up creel ropes. The 

MOBILE AND HOME
TELEPHONES

Bluetooth etc, new Vodafone 
PAYG Sim. V good condition 
with box, charger, manuals, 
PC Cable, earphones,  £30 

MOBILITY

old, reason for sale, moved 
house, dismantled and 
stored, all parts complete 
and in good working order, 

offers invited, must sell. 

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

C O L E M A N / P E L I C A N 
CANOE Coleman/Pelican 

Telephone Mike at Creran 

FISHING GEAR A 
selection of rods, reels, 

KAYAK, DOUBLE 
PERCEPTION VISTA 
Second hand, double 
perception vista. With 
paddles and new rudder 
system, spray deck and 

request,  £450 Telephone 

SEA KAYAKS Glass Fibre 
Badarcas, with reed spraydecks, 

pedals, decklines/towlines, 

 PET ACCESSORIES
LARGE FISH TANK 

Comes with pump and 

 PHOTOGRAPHY

projector, with carousel, 
buyer collects,  £35.00 

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

BUSINESS STATIONERY 
Design and printing of 
Letterheads, Comp Slips 
and Business Cards.  For a 
hassle free service contact 
Krisp Print. Telephone 

THANK YOU CARDS 
New Baby or Wedding, 
printed with photo of your 
new arrival or big day. 
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake. Call Krisp Print. 

 TOYS AND GAMES
AIR HOCKEY TABLE 
electric and with 
accessories, great for age 

SCALEXTRIC Porsche 

accessories, boxed as 

 WANTED
COPPER BRASS lead 
stainless steel zinc all types 
of cable household and 
armoured top prices paid. 

SCRAP METAL all types of 
scrap metal, we uplift cars, call 
Mr Cook, West Coast Scrap 

PERSONALS

HAPPY 18th 
SEAN HAY

Love Mum, Dad, Ryan, 
Iona, Granny and Nana 

xxx

7th May



BIRTH
HYDE – Edward and 
Sarah née MacDonald are 
delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of their daughter 
Georgia Mary, born March 2, 
2010 in Carmarthen, Wales. 
A second granddaughter 
for Colin and Kathryn 
MacDonald, Iona.

ENGAGEMENTS
JONES – FRASER
– Angela, elder daughter 
of Walter and Christine, 
Cumbernauld, to Lorne, 
younger son of Jim and 
Janice, Oban.
SCOULAR –
MACDONALD - Both 
families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of 
Claire, daughter of Johnny 
and Teen, Lochaline, to 
Martin, son of Donald and 
Peggy-Ann, Kildonan, 
South Uist.

GOLDEN WEDDING
SIMMONDS -
FERGUSON - At St 
Columba’s Cathedral, 
Oban, on May 9, 1960, by 
Fr Thomas Wynne, William 
David to Sheila Julia 
Catherine. Present address 
204 Kilmallie Road, Caol, 
Fort William.

DEATH
ALLAN – Peacefully at 
home, ‘Brookside’ , Pulpit 
Drive, Oban, on Wednesday, 
April 28, 2010, John, of 
John Allan Motors, Oban.  
Dearly loved husband of 
Rachel, eldest son of the 
late Archie and Nan Allan, 
Benderloch and Island of 
Coll, dear brother of Anne 
and Jimmy, adored son-
in-law, brother-in-law and 
uncle.  Very sorely missed.
CAMERON – Suddenly 
at his home, 3 Brodie 
Crescent, Lochgilphead 
on Saturday May 1, 2010. 
Donald (Donnie) Cameron 
aged 66 years, beloved 
husband of Sheila and the 
late Ilene, much loved father 
of Donald, David, Kenny 
and step-dad to Tracy and 
Lindy. Loving papa to 
Lorne, Isla, Scott, Lewis, 
David and Daryll, a dear 
brother to Susan and the late 
Russell, respected father-
in-law of Fiona,  Katie, 
Joyce, Michael and Martin, 
a cherished brother-in-law 
and caring uncle to all the 
family. A good neighbour, 
much respected work 
colleague and dear friend 
to many. Funeral service 
will be held in Ardrishaig 
Parish Church on Friday 
May 7, 2010 at 1.30pm 
thereafter to Achnabreac 

only, donations to Cancer 
Research UK and British 
Heart Foundation.
LEONARD – It is with great 
sadness that we announce the 
death of Michael Leonard, 
Glasnacardoch, Mallaig, 
who passed away on April 
20, 2010 at the Belford 
Hospital, Fort William aged 
83. His funeral service was 
held in St Patrick’s Church 
on April 24. Many thanks 
to all who paid their last 
respects at the service and at 
the graveside. Michael will 
be sadly missed by everyone 
who knew him. Theresa and 
all the family.
MACDONALD - It is 
with deep sadness that 
the family announce the 
death of Mrs Creena M 

The funeral mass will take 
place at St Margaret’s, Roy 
Bridge on Friday May 7, 
2010 at 11am, thereafter 
to Kilchuimen Cemetery, 
Fort Augustus. Instead of 

a donation to Alzheimer 
Scotland. Ar dheis Dé go 
raibh a h-anam.
NICHOLLS - Peacefully 
at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban   on April 
28, 2010. Fran Nicholls of 
Lochdon, Isle of Mull. Wife 
of the late Tony, beloved 
mother of Jenny and much 
loved grandmother. Sadly 
missed by all the family. 
Funeral service to be held 
at Torosay  Parish Church, 
Isle of Mull on Friday  May 
7 at 13.15. Thereafter to 
Kilpatrick Cemetery, Duart.
RALSTON – Catriona. 
Peacefully, at the Marie Cu-
rie, Glasgow, on Tuesday 
May 4, 2010, Catriona, a 
valued member of the Glas-
gow Islay Gaelic Choir, 
much loved wife of David, 
dearly loved mum of Kate 
and Robbie and a loving 
nanny to Rachel, Calum, 
David, Lucy and Alexander. 
For funeral arrangements, 
please contact J.& D. Law-
son Ltd Funeral Directors, 
on 0141 776 2242

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce
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CHARITY DONATIONS

ECCLESIASTICAL NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 9 May 2010
Easter 5 (Rogation)

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ..... 08.00
Sung Eucharist .......... 10.15
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

Holy Spirit, Ardchattan
No Service

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist .......... 11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist .......... 08.00
Evensong .................. 20.00

Advance Notice
Thursday 13 May 2010

Ascension Day
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Sung Eucharist .......... 19.30
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist .......... 19.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 9th May 2010
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday 9th May 2010
Oban High School 

10:30am
All Welcome

Telephone
07836 342 622

www.lorncf.org.uk

MEMORIALS

Dudley Road, Fort William PH33 6JB
Telephone Ewen Maclennan 01397 702128 (24hrs)

Email: funeral.ftwilliam@btconect.com
www.lochaber.com/funerals

Joh
n McLellan & Co LtdFuneral Directors  Est. 1923

LONDON
QUARTERLY 

GAELIC SERVICE
Will be held on

 Sunday 9th May, 2010
3-30pm  (afternoon)

At Crown Court Church of 
Scotland

Russell Street,
Covent garden, London, 

W.C.2
Preacher – Revd Hugh 

Morris Stewart, 
Church of Scotland, 

Bernera and Uig,
 Isle of Lewis.

MACEWAN – 
Alex and Rachael are 

delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of Alexander 
Donald MacEwan born 
on March 12, 2010 at 

RAH Paisley, a beautiful 
baby brother for William 

and Duncan.  Special 
thanks to all midwives at 
RAH Ward 31 and to all 

in Oban.

ROBSON - Peacefully 
after a long illness, on April 
25, 2010, aged 82 years, 
Elizabeth Lucy, mother 
to Timothy (Yo) and the 
late Ted, mother-in-law to 
Marjorie and grandma to 
Lucy and Nick

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

BROWN - The family of the 
late Christina Brown, would 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
the many kind expressions 

phone calls, and cards 
received following their 
recent sad loss. Special 
thanks to staff of Ardfenaig 
Residential Home, 
Ardrishaig and the Lynn of 
Lorne Nursing Home, for 
their loving care and devotion 
to Christina. Grateful 
thanks to Rev. Roddy 
MacLeod and Margaret 
Sinclair, for a heartfelt 
and personal service, to 
Donald MacDonald Funeral 
Directors for professional 
and courteous services, 
and to the Tarbert Hotel for 
excellent purvey. Finally, 
thank you to all who attended 
at church and graveside, 
especially those travelling a 
distance.  The collection in 
aid of Alzheimer Scotland 
raised over £540. 
MACDONALD - The 
family of the late Cathie 
MacDonald would like to 
sincerely thank all relatives, 
former neighbours and 
friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
extended to them following 
their recent sad loss. Special 
thanks to Libby and staff of  
Mosspark Nursing Home 
who looked after mum with 
such care and kindness over 
the last three years and to 
staff of Glen Mor Surgery, 
especially Dr Joe Tagney for 
his dedication to mum over 
the years which was most 
appreciated. Thanks to Rev 
Donald MacQuarrie for his 
comforting service and to 
Rev Chris MacRae for his 
prayers at Mosspark and at 
the church and graveside and 
for his support. To Bob Dick 
church organist, to Theresa 

funeral arrangements, and 
to the West End Hotel for 
catering. Finally a big thank 
you to all who paid their 
last respects at church and 
graveside.
MACKENZIE – The 
family of the late Moira 
MacKenzie (Dunbeg) would 
like to thank relatives, 
neighbours and friends for 
the support we received 
during our sad time.  
Special thanks to Dr Fattah 
and his dedicated team of 
nurses in Ward C at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban.  Also doctors and 
nurses at the Lorn Medical 
Centre.  Thanking Rev 
Jeff McCormick for caring 
visit and church service at 
Achnaba and to Ian MacInnes 
of Munns Undertakers for 
funeral arrangements and 
the excellent buffet at the 
Lochnell Arms Hotel.  A 
retiral collection made the 
sum of £500 in aid of Ward 
C.
McELHINNEY - Margaret 
and family would like to 
thank all those who sent 
condolences, expressions 
of sympathy and all who 
attended the funeral of her 
beloved mother Frances. The 
family would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all 
at The Surgery  in Connel for 
the years of exemplary care 
given to Frances and also 
Lorn and Islands Hospital 
wards B and C for all their 
attention over many years 
of illness. Deep gratitude 
is due to St. Oran’s Church 
Connel for a wonderful 
service conducted by Bill 
Harvey and Rev. Murdoch 
McKenzie with musical 
contributions from Neil 
Sinclair and Moira Dunlop. 
Thanks to Stan Lupton for 
the funeral arrangements 
and kindness and personal 
attention shown to the 
family. Appreciation also 
to the staff at Glen Shira 
Cemetery and to The 
Flower House for exquisite 

by no means least, thank 
you to Donald and Kris at 
The George Hotel for the 
excellent lunch.
WILLIAMSON - Geordie 
and family would like to 
say thanks to all friends and 
neighbours for their kind 
support during Allie’s illness 
and for the cards, letters, 

and home baking following 
her sudden death.Thanks 
to Rev David Carruthers 
for his comforting service; 
to Roddy MacDonald and 
staff for their professional 
services and to the doctors 
and nursing staff of Glassary 
Ward for their care and 
understanding during the 

illness

MEMORIAMS
CLARK – In loving 
memory of our dear uncle 
Tom who died at Kilninian, 
Isle of Mull, on May 4, 
2009.
In our hearts you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.

Sadly missed.
A gentleman and true friend. 
- From loving niece Mary 
and her husband Bobby.
CLARK –  In loving memory 
of my dear brother Tommy, 
who died suddenly on May 
4, 2009.
Darling Tommy how I miss 
you
These words say it all.
Your loving sister Mary, 
Kilninian, Mull.
DONN - James, died May 6, 
2008.
Missed by us all everyday
But happy memories always 
stay.
- Sidney, Marylyn and 
family.
FRASER - In loving 
memory of Malcolm, passed 
away May 4, 2007, dearly 
loved dad, father-in-law and 
grand-dad, 
So sadly missed.
- Neil, Cathy, Lorraine, Craig 
and Ryan.
JOHNSTON – In loving 
memory of George who died 
May 3, 1989, a dear husband, 
dad and grandpa.
Fond thoughts.
- Bridget and the family x
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear brother 
in law and uncle, Donald 
Neil MacDonald, who died 
May 9, 2009.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Ellen and family.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of a dear wife and 
loving mother, Marilyn 
(MacArthur), died May 10, 
1998.
Very much loved and never 
forgotten
- Billy, William, Morven, and 
Andrea, Fort William.
MACLAREN – Treasured 
memories of our dear mum, 
gran and great-gran  Isabella, 
who passed away on May 2, 
1998.
Loved and remembered 
always
Mary, Alison and Archie, 
Sandy, Sharon and families.
MACLEOD – In memory of 
a darling mum, mum-in-law, 
gran and great-gran Margaret 
(Rita) who died May 10, 
2005.
Always in our thoughts.
- Sandra, Denis and 
family 
MACMILLAN – Roddie 
died May 7, 2000.
No day dawns
No sun sets
But you are in my head and 
in my heart.
- Always Eileen
MARSHALL - In loving 
memory of Elizabeth 
Marshall(Betty)
who passed away on 11th 
May 2008
They said the pain would 
ease my love
as time passed slowly by
But though I sometimes smile 
again
I really want to cry
May God take special care 
of you
Until we meet again  
Forever Steve
In memory of our dearly 
loved Mum and Nanny Betty 
Marshall
As time goes by we learn to 
live
Without your love and care
It will never be the same 
again
Now you’re no longer here
 Inserted by the family
McAFFER – In loving 
memory of our dear uncle 
and great uncle John, who 
passed away May 4, 2009, 
also Annie a dear mother 
and granny who passed away 
May 15, 1990.
Loved and remembered 
everyday
Always in our thoughts
Love from Dugie, Teen, 
Angela and Alexander.
McLAREN – In loving 
memory of Duncan, dear 
father, father-in-law and 
granda, who died May 9, 
1997.
No matter how life changes
No matter what we do
A special place within our 
hearts
Is always there for you
John, Angela, Kerry, Paul 
and Niall.
SINCLAIR – Achaleven 
Farm.  Treasured memories 
of our dear grandparents, 
Donalda, who died March 
21, 1985 and Duncan who 
died May 6, 2003.
No words, no verse could 
ever say
How much we miss you 
every day
Precious are our memories
Of a shen and grampa we will 
never forget.
- Your loving 
grand-daughter Marie, 
great-grandson Duncan and 
Dugald
It’s a lonely life without you
And sad has been each day
For life and home are not the 
same
Since you were called away
- Your loving grandchildren 
Caroline, Josephine, 
Denise, Christopher, great-
grandchildren and Kevin xxx
STEELE – Loving memories 
of our dad Ian, who died May 
9, 1984.
- Love Morag and Alan.
STOTT - Treasured memories 
of a dear mum and granny, 
Christina, who died May 6, 
1987.
Loved and remembered 
everyday.
- Daughter, Rosemary, son-
in-law, Ewen and grandsons, 
Ewen and Ross, Spean Bridge.

TAYLOR - Remembering 
always with love my darling 
husband, William, who 
passed away May 5, 1992.
Quietly today
Your memory I treasure
Missing you always
Forgetting you never.
Love always.
- Violet.
TAYLOR - Treasured 
memories of a loving dad and 
grandpa, William, who passed 
away on May 5, 1992.
His nature was kind and 
loving
His heart was purer than gold
And to those who knew and 
loved him
His memory will never grow 
old.
- Shaun, Eilidh, Ryan and 
Zoe
- Steven, Christina, Lauren 
and Danielle
- Tony, Janice and William.

David Cameron, formerly of Grant Place, Claggan, 
Fort William, married Susan Dunnington of 
Glasgow in St Mary & St Finnan’s Church, 

WEDDINGS

A NEW art exhibition was 
launched this week at the Crinan 
Art Gallery.

The exhibition features works 
from the annual Royal Scottish 
Society of Painters in Watercolour 
art exhibition, which took place in 
Edinburgh earlier this year.

Will Maclean, Marian Leven, Ian 

Mackenzie Smith, Ann Wegmuller 
and Alison Dunlop all have pieces 
featured in the exhibition.

Personally selected
John Inglis, President of the 

Royal Scottish Society of Painters 
in Watercolour personally selected 
the 30 artists featured in the 
exhibition.

John Inglis said: ‘This is an 
exciting exhibition.

‘There are some rare paintings 
on show here.  One wall features 
landscape pieces from the very 
literal to a varied interpretation of 
landscape.

The exhibition will remain at the 
Crinan Art Gallery until June 4.

John Inglis, in the Crinan Art Gallery alongside the pieces he choose to feature in the RSW 
exhibition.  08_a19art01

Crinan gallery exhibits rare watercolours  

Kilmun to remember 
On Saturday May 29, 
Kilmun (St Munns) 
Church of Scotland, near 
Dunoon, is celebrating 
100 years since Dr 
Elizabeth Blackwell was 
laid to rest in the grave 
yard behind the church.

Elizabeth broke through 
the medical glass ceiling 
in 1849 to become the 

western world.
After years of 

persistence in lobbying 
many colleges to accept 
her as a student, she 

Geneva Medical College 
in New York state where 
she won the respect 
and admiration of the 
professors and fellow 
male students.

Together with her sister, 

in 1854, they set up the 

College for Women.
In 1859 she returned to 

the country of her birth 
and was placed on the 
British Medical Register.

Among her young 
disciples was an Elizabeth 
Garret who followed in 
her path and became the 

medicine in Britain.
Florence Nightingale
Elizabeth’s friends 

in England included 
Florence Nightingale 
and Lady Byron, both 

to set up an English 
hospital.

Both Florence and 
Elizabeth were veterans 
of wars, Florence in the 

Crimea, Elizabeth in the 
American Civil War, 
still in front of her as she 
returned to America. At 
her hospital women from 

lay side by side in wards, 
coming from a family of 
Abolitionists, she quietly 
treated patients without 
prejudice, north, south, 
black or white.

So what connection 
has this world famous 
woman with the village 
of Kilmun, straggling the 
shore of The Holy Loch?

returned to England 
and lived in Hastings 
spending the last six 
summers of her life in the 
peace and tranquillity of 
this lovely setting of bird 
song, mountains and the 

lapping salt waters of the 
loch.

When she died on May 
31 1910 she, as was her 
wish, was laid to rest in 
the church yard behind 
Kilmun Church.

There stands a simple 

memorial to a gentle but 
determined woman, an 
icon for all the women 
who yet can glean 
strength and direction 
from her life and service.

Janette Valentine is 
organising the day of 
celebration. Details of 
the full programme of 
events and suggestions 
for anyone wishing to 
stay over for the weekend 
can be found on www.
cowalshorechurches.org.
uk.

Obituary
Miss Ina MacDiarmid

INA WAS born to Neil and Christina MacDiarmid 
on May 25 1923 at Port Glasgow where her father 
worked as a carpenter in the shipyards of Sir William 
Lithgow.

Some time afterwards the family moved to Ormsary 
to work on the Lithgow Estate and Ina and her sister 
attended school there.

Their father’s health deteriorated and they returned 
to Greenock where he died shortly after.

Mill.
This was followed by similar work with the railways 

at Greenock from which she was transferred to their 

the position of supervisor. 
In the early 1980s Ina left Glasgow and joined 

Highland Council Housing Department, living in 
Ardgour.

Ina won the Mod Gold Medal in Largs in 1956. She 
was a beautiful singer with a great love for the songs 
and music of the Gael. 

She was very much in demand at ceilidhs and 
concerts and sang at venues all over the country. 
Many years ago Ina sang at a Christmas festival 

where 1,200 people packed into the Mid Kirk in 
Greenock. She touched the heart of every member of 
the vast congregation with her moving singing of the 
traditional Gaelic carol,  A Christ Child’s Lullaby.

Although the majority of those listening could not 
understand the words Ina effortlessly conveyed the 
meaning of the carol by her artistry. 

The congregation showed its sharing of the feeling 
by the deep reverent silence with which they 
listened.

After retirement she was very much involved 
with the local community, the church, the Mod, and 
with junior choirs. She always attended the Royal 
National Mod.

Ballachulish, where she was looked after with loving 
care and where she was a great favourite.

Her funeral service was held at Ardgour Parish 
Church, conducted by the Rev David Kellas, assisted 
by Rev James Carmichael.

Ina had requested that part of the service should be 
in Gaelic. This was achieved by a reading by Norman 

Chuan by a protege of Ina, Margaret MacLellan, 
Mod Gold Medallist. Ina would have approved of 
the song because of her love of Uist.

NML 

THE YEAR of 
Homecoming 2009 in 
Argyll boosted the local 
economy by some £7.6 
million, according to 
Argyll and Bute Council 

Attendance at 33 
events, including the 
Royal National Mod 
and Camanachd Cup 
Final in Oban, Tarbert 
Food Festival and 
Cowal Gathering, all 
part-funding by the 
council was higher than 
anticipated.

Councillor Neil Mackay, 
the area’s spokesperson 
for arts, culture, leisure 
and sport, said the 
impact of the Year of 
Homecoming had vastly 
exceeded expectations.

‘Some £7.6m was 
put into the local 

economy as a result of 
events held – around 
25 times the original 

‘and more than 37,000 
people booked overnight 
accommodation for those 
events, compared to a 

clear from these statistics 
that cultural activity 
can be a driver of both 
economic regeneration 
and tourism.’

The council contributed 
£160,000 to the 
programme of events 
and £40,000 to a schools 
programme and golf and 
shinty events and the 
Homecoming Rhapsody 
performance, showcasing 
the music, photography 
and fashion talents of 
Argyll and Bute’s young 
people.

Homecoming hopes realised

TRYBIS - Maimie. With 
love we remember our 
cousin and friend, who 
died on May 8, 2009 in 
Oban Hospital. She is sadly 
missed every day.
Sincere and true in heart and 
mind
A beautiful memory left 
behind.
- Mary Bruce and family in 
Fort William.
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Scottish Hydro Premier Division
   P W D L F A Pts
Newtonmore  7 5 2 0 21 3 12
Fort William  7 5 1 1 20 8 11
Inveraray  7 5 0 2 21 15 10
Kyles Athletic  7 3 2 2 15 11 8
Kingussie  6 3 1 2 20 12 7
Bute   7 2 2 3 14 13 6
Glenurquhart  8 2 2 4 10 20 6
Lovat   7 2 1 4 12 17 5
Oban Camanachd 7 2 1 4 10 17 5
Glasgow Mid Argyll 7 0 0 7 5 32 0

   P W D L F A Pts
Lochaber  3 3 0 0 18 4 6
Caberfeidh  5 2 2 1 12 8 6
Skye   3 2 1 0 9 5 5
Beauly   4 2 1 1 8 7 5
Kilmallie  3 2 0 1 12 4 4
Kinlochshiel  5 2 0 3 7 10 4
Lochcarron  4 1 1 2 5 12 3
Strathglass  4 1 0 3 6 8 2
Inverness  5 0 1 4 4 23 1

Marine Harvest North Division One

Shinty leagues

Marine Harvest North Division Two
   P W D L F A Pts
Glenurquhart  6 5 0 1 19 8 10
Lovat   7 4 1 2 21 16 9
Fort William  6 4 0 2 17 9 8
Newtonmore  6 3 1 2 18 10 7     
Glengarry  6 3 1 2 10 7 7
Kilmallie  6 2 1 3 6 9 5
Kinlochshiel  6 2 1 3 8 17 5
Kingussie  5 2 0 3 17 11 4
Beauly   6 2 0 4 10 17 4
Skye   6 0 1 5 6 28 1

Marine Harvest North Division Three
   P W D L F A Pts
Lochaber  4 4 0 0 26 1 8
Aberdeen University 4 4 0 0 19 2 8
Lochcarron  5 3 0 2 16 10 6
Lochbroom  5 3 0 2 10 6 6
Caberfeidh  5 2 2 1 8 11 6
Inverness  6 2 1 3 10 22 5
Boleskine  6 2 0 4 10 19 4
Strathglass  7 1 1 5 6 26 3
Ardnamurchan  6 1 0 5 11 19 2

Marine Harvest South Division One
   P W D L F A Pts
Glenorchy  5 5 0 0 16 2 10
Kilmory  4 3 1 0 11 5 5
Lochside Rovers 6 3 1 2 11 9 7
Oban Celtic  5 1 2 2 6 9 4
Ballachulish  3 0 2 1 3 8 2
Taynuilt  5 0 2 3 7 13 2
Inveraray  4 0 0 4 1 9 0

Marine Harvest South Division Two
   P W D L F A Pts
Kyles Athletic  6 4 2 0 22 6 10
Aberdour  4 3 1 0 15 5 7    
Col Glen  7 3 1 3 13 27 7
Glasgow Mid Argyll 6 2 2 2 14 11 6
Tayforth  6 2 0 4 16 15 4
Strachur  7 1 2 4 8 16 4
Bute   4 1 0 3 6 14 2

FOOTBALL

LADIES champion Agnes Boyle throws the first jack of the season to open the 
green at Lochaber Bowling Club.

RETURNS from Fort
William Golf Club for
Saturday 1 May.

Main Medal - 1st Dougie
Duncan – net score 68 2nd

THE BLACK Watch
overcame Hillhead/
Jordanhill by 14 points to

Rugby Sevens last Saturday.
The tournament, which

was held at Lochaber RFC’s
Banavie ground was played
in fairly good weather
conditions - and plenty of

with Lochaber’s successes

Craig Dunain.
Thanks

The Black Watch came out

part to a man of the match
display by their number
seven.

Highland League
Fort William 2,

Cove Rangers 3
IT IS a testament to how
far Fort William have
progressed as a footballing

from this Monday afternoon

bitterly disappointed not to
have taken at least a point.

Another spectacular free
kick from Sean Ellis had
hauled Fort level at 2-2 to the
delight of the home fans, but
Cove roared back to snatch a
winner in the dying minutes
of the game.

Sam Urquhart had grabbed
the lead on 16 minutes when

after Windrum had blocked
Hewitt’s shot.

Cove, though, were level
inside two minutes through

Sandy Hazelton: narrowly 
lost out. 10_f19sandy01

Highland League
Fort William 3,

Inverurie Locos 2
CLAGGAN Park for thrills?
You bet, after Fort notched
their third win in four games
in a pulsating encounter with
Inverurie Locos.

Any lingering doubts this
is a team transformed were
swept away when central
defender Simon Shields got
his marching orders on 30
minutes - only for ten-man
Fort to stun Locos with two

Shields’ 18th minute opener.
Such a response to

adversity would have been
inconceivable last season,
but Calum MacLean’s side
are forged from different
stuff now.

Parity
Locos tried all they knew

to get back to parity but
Fort, brilliantly marshalled
by Andy Martin at the back,
held on for a deserved win.

Sam Urquhart, Sean Ellis

Sean Ellis bursts past Cove Rangers’ Kevin Webster and Murray McCulloch to set up another Fort attack.

Watson’s header from a
Buchan free kick.

In a combative encounter
Fort were matching a slick-
looking Cove in every
department with Andy
Watson – chosen later as
man of the match – again
outstanding in defence.

Campbell in the Fort goal
had to look sharp to deny
Johnston and Stephen but
the homesters should have
retakentheleadon28minutes
when Sean Ellis played in
Sam Urquhart, whose tasty
low cross somehow evaded
the outstretched boots of
both Richie Finnis and
Jonnie Hewitt.

Cove stepped up the pace
in the second half and
Johnston put the visitors
ahead, the front man latching
on to a through ball to beat

Fort, though, responded
once more and scored a

Sean Ellis bent a wonderful
free kick into the top left
hand corner from 26 yards,
despite Windrum’s valiant
effort to keep it out.

At 2-2 with 15 minutes left
it was end-to-end stuff and
Windrum saved from Hewitt,
then Johnston dallied too
long at the other end and the
chance went a-begging.

Sean MacDonald could
have put Fort ahead but
snatched at his shot and the
visitors took advantage of
that let off when Henderson
headed home with six
minutes left.

Late winner 
sinks Fort

Jonathan Hewitt gets the 
better of Steven Park. 
10_f19footie01

and Jonathan Hewitt caused
Locos no end of problems
throughout and Urquhart
it was who cleverly set up near post for 2-0.  Minutes

later Ellis crashed a shot off
the bar and Hewitt knocked
in the rebound for 3-0, but
Locos gave themselves hope
when Davidson netted just
before the break.

Brilliant
Hewitt should have made

it four after brillant work
by Urqhuart and Sean Ellis
but somehow headed wide,
before Locos’ Morrison
scored from the spot to

Fort, though, were in no
mood to concede further
and ran out worthy winners,
their cause aided by Gauld’s
late dismissal for a push on
MacLean.

Fort manager MacLean told

half we played probably our
best football of the season.
In the second we had to dig
in – but we did not crumble.  

10-man Fort dump Locos

Team disappointed at not
taking at least a point

Shields’ departure only

Ellis – rapidly becoming a
Nakamura-esque free-kick
specialist – curled another
25-yard beauty in at Reid’s

Lochaber’s Rory Mackay and Kenny Turnbull make sure there’s no way through 
for Craig Dunain’s Ryan Law.  10_f19rugby01

Ten teams took part in the
competition, with the teams
being split into two groups

planned to have the top two
teams from each group move

due to an enforced delay in
proceedings it was decided
to scrap the semis and have

in each group.
Midway through the

tournament, play was halted
for over a hour due to a nasty
injury suffered by a member
of the Highland team.

The player snapped both
bones of his lower left leg
in a tackle, the sound of the

break clearly audible across
the ground.

First aid was administerd on
the pitch until the ambulance
arrived to ferry the injured
man to Inverness Hospital.

Operation
He had an operation on

Saturday evening, and is
expected to make a full
recovery.

Several teams who
competed in the Banavie
event will play in the
Oban Rugby Sevens at
Glencruitten, Oban on
Saturday.

RUGBY

Black Watch come out on top at
Lochaber Rugby Sevens

LOCHABER Phoenix
Boxing Club’s Aidan
Donnelly and Ismet
Beganovic of Inverness
ABC fought out their
much-awaited rematch at
the Ironworks in Inverness
last Friday – and it didn’t
disappoint.

Donnelly edged the
verdict at the Nevis Centre
three weeks ago, and again
prevailed in a closely fought
battle, with Donnelly’s crisp
jab a telling factor. Donnelly
had Beganovic on the ropes
by the end of round two,
but the Inverness man, well
behind on points, came out

last. Donnelly matched him
but near the end walked into
an enormous right hand and
landed an eight count for
his trouble. But Donnelly
showed a lot of maturity to

11-7 points victory to take
his record to six defeats and
no losses.

Progress
Nether Lochaber ABC had

three boxers on the bill as the
new club continues to make
progress in the Highland
boxing scene.

Middleweight Patrick
MacInnes faced Inverness
City ABC’s Michael George
and retained his forceful

in Kilmarnock.
But the southpaw boxer left

Lochaber boxers in action
himself open to the orthodox
boxer’s left hand and the
verdict went against him.

Trainer Martin Glenesk
said: ‘We’ll be working on
his guard and accuracy for

and stamina are clearly
already there.’

let him down as he began to
tire and take more punches
and the bout was stopped at
the end of the second round.

boxer of the night was Sandy
Hazelton, now boxing light-
heavyweight, against Oliver
Loak from Elgin ABC.

Excellent
After an excellent and

round, in which Hazelton
was able to block and parry
most of Loak’s shots, a
comparative lack of stamina
was once again the decider
in this bout - clearly night
shifts offshore and boxing
don’t mix well.

Also carrying a shoulder
injury, Hazelton’s strength
began to fade during
the third and he gave away
too many points to the RAF
PT instructor. Hazelton was
‘hugely disappointed’ to
lose out by a narrow margin.
NLABC’s Danny
MacKintosh had to
pull out of a rematch
with Inverness’s Darren
Ravenhill due to injury,
which would have been a
feature bout of the night.  
Trainer Glenesk said:
‘Although the club came
away from this show without
a win, our three boxers have
all learned valuable lessons

NLABC man, heavyweight
Donald Pearce, made his
boxing debut against Colin
Horne from Inverness City
ABC. Pearce showed great
heart for a boxer in his

and throwing punches from
the start.

He landed some big rights
on Horne and his high guard
protected him from much of
Horne’s attack, but Pearce’s

BOXING

FOOTBALL

Stewart Leech – net score
72 (bih) 3rd Chris Ryan – net
score 72

Seniors - 1st Bobby
Thompson – net score 67

2nd Thomas Sutherland – net
score 69 3rd Dave Smith – net
score 73

GOLF

Returns from Fort William Golf Club

First jack at Lochaber Bowling Club
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Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1650

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
S Hodieson, Ross Place, Fort William and K Turner, Villa Road, Oban

SHINTY

SHINTY

SHINTY

SHINTY

SHINTY

High
scoring
in Celtic 
Cup ties

Fixtures
Saturday May 8, 2010
Artemis Macaulay Cup 
1st Round
Bute v Kilmory  
Duncan Kerr
Glasgow Mid Argyll  v Glenorchy
Ted McDonald
Glenurquhart v Fort William
Duncan Kelly
Kilmallie v Kingussie  
Billy Wotherspoon
Kyles Athletic v Oban Camanach
Charles Young
Lochaber v Newtonmore
Graham Irving
Lovat v Skye  
Ron Kennedy 
Oban Celtic v Inveraray
Colin MacDonald
Marine Harvest 
North Division 1  
Kinlochshiel v Inverness
Innes Wood
Lochcarron v Caberfeidh
Donald MacRae
Strathglass v Beauly 
John Angus Gillies
Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Inveraray v Taynuilt  
Robert Baxter Jnr
Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Fort William v Skye  
John MacPhee
Kilmallie v Glenurquhart 
Ronnie Campbell 12 noon
Kingussie v Beauly  
Euan Pearson 
Glengarry v Kinlochshiel
Deek Cameron 
Newtonmore v Lovat   
David Mitchell
Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Tayforth v Aberdour  
Jim Innes
Col Glen v GMA   
Dougie Cameron
Kyles Athletic v Strachur
Billy Nimmo 12 noon
Marine Harvest 
North Division 3  
Ardnamurchan v Lochaber
John Sloggie
Caberfeidh v Aberdeen Uni
Russell Ross
Inverness v Boleskine  
Evan MacRae
Lochcarron v Lochbroom
Robert Morrison 12noon

MacTavish Cup

Beauly 4 Caberfeidh 2
Skye 0 Fort William 5
Newtonmore 3 Kingussie 4 AXT
Kilmallie 5 Lochaber 0
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup

GMA 4 Oban Camanachd 7
Inveraray 9 Oban Celtic 0
Ballachulish 1 Bute 3
Kyles 3 Glenorchy 0
Strathdearn Cup
1st Round
Kinlochshiel 4 Kingussie 3 AXT
Lewis 0 Skye 18
Lochaber 4 Aberdeen Uni 3
Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division
Glenurquhart 1 Lovat 1
Marine Harvest
North Division One
Inverness 1 Kinlochshiel 2
Marine Harvest
South Division One
Lochside Rovers 3 Inveraray 0
Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Fort William 2 Kilmallie 3
Glengarry 1 Newtonmore 1
Lovat 3 Beauly 4
Marine Harvest
South Division Two
ColGlen 4 Bute 1
GMA 3 Kyles 3
Tayforth 5 Strachur 1
Marine Harvest
North Division Three
Ardnamuchan 1 Lochcarron 7
Lochbroom 2 Boleskine 1
Strathglass 1 Caberfeidh 1

Four-goal Ross steers Kingussie 
to victory

RONALD Ross became the 
toast of one half of Badenoch 
on Saturday after his goals 

defeat at the very last gasp, 
then steered them to an extra-
time victory over old rivals 
Newtonmore at the Eilan.

Ross scored all four of 
Kingussie’s goals as the 
men from the Dell came 
back from 3-1 down with 20 
minutes to play.

Never a classic, both sets 
of players lacked composure 
on the ball and the turning 
point of the match hinged 
on Kingussie’s forced 
introduction of Rory 
Fraser after Iain Borthwick 
couldn’t continue. Fraser 

controlled periods of the 
match from the half-back 
line.

Good Saves
David Cheyne gave 

Newtonmore the lead after 
eight minutes and both 
keepers produced good saves 
as the action swung from end 
to end. Newtonmore were 
denied a stonewall penalty 
after 32 minutes when 
Kingusie keeper Andrew 
Borthwick lashed out at 

MacTavish Cup
Quarter Finals
Newtonmore 3

Kingussie 4 (aet)
Beauly 4

Caberfeidh 2
Skye 0

Fort William 5
Kilmallie 5
Lochaber 0

Kingussie’s four-goal hero Ronald Ross is tackled by Newtonmore defender Norman Campbell
Picture - Ern Emmett

Stephen MacDonald as the 
young forward ran in on 
goal. Referee Duncan Kelly 
waved away protests.

minutes young Newtonmore 
defender Rory Kennedy had 
kept a very tight rein on 
Ronald Ross and the single 
goal still separated the teams 
at the interval.

Kingussie moved Ross 
from his wing-forward 
berth, and Kennedy, for the 
second-half and the switch 
produced its reward within 

right for a clinical strike from 
a very tight angle. However, 

and regained the lead with 
Evan Menzies capitalising 

on hesitation in the visitor’s 
defence.

When David Cheyne 
scored Newtonmore’s third 
with a tremendous strike on 
70 minutes it looked as if 
that would be enough to take 
the tie but the home defence 
stood and watched as Lee 
Bain carried the ball from 
the centre before releasing 
Ross for a simple goal. And 
as the home side held out for 
a narrow win, the inevitable 
happened, Ross stole the 
equaliser with virtually the 
last touch of the 90 minutes 
to take the cup tie into extra- 
time.

Within another four 
minutes Ross found himself 
goalside of the defence and 
slipped a simple low ball 
beyond keeper Ritchie.

Cushiion
At Portree, Fort William 

were two goals ahead after 18 
minutes, with James Clark’s 
opened after 13 minutes 
being followed by Bryan 
Simpson four minutes later. 
Gordie MacKinnon gave Fort 
William a three-goal cushion 
four minutes off half-time, 
with young Simpson netting 
Fort William’s fourth within 
four minutes of the second-
half starting.

remaining, Duncan Rodger 

The two Premier division 
clubs will be joined in the 

from North Division One – 
Kingussie will play Beauly, 
while Fort William face old 
rivals Kilmallie.

Kilmallie defeated 
Lochaber at Canal Parks by 
taking a two-goal lead in the 
opening 15 minutes through 
John Stewart and Liam 
MacDonald. Stewart then 
added Kilmallie’s third two 
minutes before half-time. 
MacDonald took only two 

minutes of the second period 
to add Kilmallie’s fourth and 
the same player claimed his 
hat-trick in the last minute.

Kilmallie’s Michael Rodger 
and Lochaber’s Ben Delaney 
were both sent off.

At Beauly, the home 
side came out on top in 
a traditional cup tie that 
produced another six goals.

A hat-trick from Beauly’s 
Jamie MacLennan, plus one 
from David MacLean took 
the home side into the next 
round, with Caberfeidh’s 
two goal-reply coming 
from Kevin Bartlett and Al 
MacLennan.

THE MAN tasked with 
leading shinty into a new 
era believes the game 
is the envy of many 
other sports in Scotland.
Torquil MacLeod, aged 39, 
is the new Chief Operating 

Camanachd Association 
and comes to the post 
after working with sport 
governing bodies whilst at 
Sportscotland.

His message is clear: shinty 
is in a healthier state than 
many at the grass-roots 
realise.

Shinty’s television cover-
age on BBC Alba and BBC, 
he reckons, enables the sport 
to punch above its weight 
in terms of attracting new 
blood and sponsorship.
He also believes the sport 
can have a strong future if 

maximise its unique selling 
points.

in the hot seat at the sport’s 
headquarters in Inverness, 
the Cromarty-based COO 

OBAN Camanachd will face 
Kyles, and Inveraray will 

of this season’s Glasgow 
Cetic Society Cup as a 
result of last Saturday’s high 
scoring cup ties.

At Inveraray, Russell 
MacKinlay ran riot with 

his six goals coming in the 
second period against an 
Oban Celtic side which 
found the Premier side’s 
pace too hot to handle.

Gary MacPherson opened 
the scoring after 10 minutes 
then added a second from 
the penalty spot 10 minutes 
later. MacKinlay converted 

minutes played and Celtic put 
up a brave defensive display 
for the remainder of the half 
to keep Inveraray in check. 
However, MacKinlay took 
centre stage in the second 
period and, with the aid of 
a Neil Campbell goal on the 
hour, threatened to take the 

Anticipated
Kyles were three goals 

ahead within the opening 
half-hour against Glenorchy 
thanks to goals from Duncan 
Kerr, then a double from 
Grant Irvine. But as the 
home support anticipated a 
goal rush, Glenorchy dug 
in and there was to be no 
further scoring.

Bute progressed to the 

away win at Ballachulish. 
Gordon MacMillan, Roberto 
Zavaroni and Robert Walker 
scoring for the visitors, 
while a Scott Henderson 
penalty was Ballachulish’s 
only reward.

With the Glasgow 
Celtic Society Cup rules 
altered to promote scoring 
opportunities, Glasgow Mid 
Argyll and Oban Camanachd 
took full advantage with the 
the tie at Peterston Park, 
Yoker ending after 11 goals.

Winners Oban Camanachd 

thanks to four goals from 
Scott MacMillan, plus one-
a-piece from Ian MacMillan, 
Jonathon Will and Andrew 
MacCuish.

Glasgow Celtic Society 
Cup Quarter Finals

Glasgow Mid Argyll 4
Oban Camanachd 7

Inveraray 9
Oban Celtic 0
Ballachulish 1

Bute 3
Kyles 3

Glenorchy 0

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
Glenurquhart 1

Lovat 1
GLENURQUHART and 
Lovat each gained a vital 
league point from the only 
Premier league tie played 
last Saturday, but both left 
it late in a match where 
each side cancelled the other 
out across all areas of the 
Drumnadrochit park.

Eddie Tembo’s goal for 
Glenuquhart in the 69th

minute was to give the 
home side the lead for less 
than two minutes. James 
MacPherson snatching a 
deserved equaliser for the 
visitors.

The result leaves 
Glenurquhart and Lovat 
seventh and eight respectively 
in the 10-team league, with 
the Glen one point ahead, 
but having played one game 
more than Lovat.

New man at the helm
SHINTY

said: ‘All sports face 
challenges at the moment. 
That is clear but we also 
need to keep sight of the fact 
we have a strong foothold. 

‘There is a lot of public 
good-will towards shinty but 
we should never take that 
for granted. People see it not 
just as an exciting game but 
also a national cultural asset.

would be looking with envy 
at this. There will always be 
problems for any governing 
body but we are in a fairly 
strong position and it is my 
job to make sure we get 
through the problems and not 
get too hung up on them.’

MacLeod enters the world 
of shinty with an impressive 
background in art, sport and 
event stewardship. He has 
a wealth of management 
experience and has also 
operated at the sharp end of 
sponsorship with Bank of 
Scotland when it was one of 
the leading sport sponsors 
and backed the SPL.

‘A lot of skills I have used 
in the past are transferable. 
The role of the clubs in shinty 
is to make sure they have the 
best team on the park. Ours is 
to ensure we are competitive 
when it comes to the national 

‘We must keep building in 
shinty to make sure we stay 
in the game.’

 ‘For example, I have worked 
with other governing bodies 
and I know they look at shinty 
and say to themselves: how 
did they manage to get that?
‘The amount of TV 

coverage is a huge asset. If 
I was in Scottish athletics 
or swimming or suchlike, I 

Torquil MacLeod

LOCHSIDE Rovers moved up to third in South Division 

Saturday.
Craig MacDougall, David Devine and Lewis Cameron got 

win of the season and remain stuck at the foot of the table.
This Saturday, Inveraray have a home league tie against 

Taynuilt while Lochside have a free weekend.

Lochside Rovers took full league points from their tie 
against Inveraray at Mossfield on Saturday
Picture – Kevin McGlynn

Lochside move up the table

SHINTY

Points
shared

Extra time win sees 
Kings in semi final
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Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Sunny intervals. Winds moderate Northerly.

 Temperatures 5ºC to 12ºC
Friday

Sunny intervals. Winds moderate North Easterly.
 Temperatures 8ºC to 13ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
Sunny intervals. Winds Moderate North Easterly. 

Temperatures 8ºC to 12ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States

Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above

Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, May 6, 2010

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 05.19 1.9 10.53 2.6 17.41 1.6 23.59 2.9
Fri 06.33 1.9 13.13 2.6 18.52 1.8 **.** *.*                 
Sat 01.38 3.0 07.51 1.8 14.17 2.8 20.06 1.7
Sun 02.34 3.1 08.49 1.6 14.57 3.0 21.03 1.6
Mon 03.16 3.3 09.31 1.4 15.33 3.2 21.45 1.4
Tues 03.54 3.5 10.07 1.2 16.08 3.4 22.21 1.1
Wed 04.32 3.6 10.41 1.1 16.42 3.5 22.57 1.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550
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FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

Youth football

SHINTY

FOOTBALL

National six-a-side
shinty

FOOTBALL

Ladies football

ROCKFIELD Primary School from Oban won the Argyll 
and Bute Fun Fours football competition held at the 
Lochgilphead Joint Campus last week. The Oban 
youngsters went throught the competition without 
losing a game. They now progress to the Regional 
Final in Paisley on May 17. Back Row: Martin Rennie, 
Craig Easton, Daniel McCuish. Front Row: Ruaridh 
Horne, Lewis Buchanan and Cameron Scott. 

OBAN Saints Under 13s 

as Dumbarton Development 
League Champions, but the 
boys are in strict training for 
the AMP Tournament being 
held at the end of June. This 
Saturday they travel to take 
on Baljafray in a friendly.
An understrength Under15s 

crashed out of the League 
Cup 7-0 to an impressive 
Dumbarton Rock side on 
Saturday. The boys have no 
game this weekend. 

OBAN Saints Ladies 
were defeated 10-0 by an 
impressive Aberdeen City in 

Cup on the 3g community 
pitch at Oban High School 
last Sunday.
This weekend the ladies are 

away to Murieston United 
Girls in a league match.

Two league games left as Saints 
close in on Premier Division title
WITH the Scottish Amateur 
League season drawing to 
a close Oban Saints have 
a great chance of being 
crowned Premier Division 
champions.
The Oban side have two 

home league games left 
against Kilpatrick and 
Aikenhead Thistle.
The other team in the frame 

for the league title are old 
rival Greenock HSFP who 
also have two games left, 
away to Castlemilk and 
home to Kilpatrick.

Saints have a two point 
advantage and a better goal 
difference, so a win and a 
draw would be enough for 
Oban Saints to lift the premier 

division championship for 

The Oban side should have a 
full squad to choose from for 
Saturday’s encounter against 
Kilpatrick. The game will 
take place at Glencruitten 
with a 2pm kick-off. Referee 
in charge is Alan Lamb from 
Gartcosh.

SCOTTISH AMATEUR LEAGUE - PREMIER DIVISION
   P   W  D  L    F   A  Pts
Oban Saints   16  12  3   1   46  11   39
Greenock HSFP   16  11  4   1   35  17   37
Aikenhead Thistle   15   5   7   3   46  28   22
Kilpatrick   11   5   4   2   26  16   19 
Inverclyde   13   5   2   6   31  30   17
Castlemilk   14   3   7   4   33  33   16
Postal United   17   4   4   9   30  41   16
Cambria    15   4   4   7   16  29   16
St Joseph’s   11   3   3   5   16  13   12
Glencastle Sparta   16   0   2 14     8  69     2

THE ARTEMIS Macaulay 
National Sixes will be held 

Stadium, Oban starting at 
10.30am.

The competition is open 
to all primary schools 
in Scotland and teams 
will compete for the Ian 
Cumming Memorial Trophy 
(seniors), The Oban Celtic 
Shield (senior runners-up), 
The Peter English Trophy 
(intermediate), The Alister 
Campbell Shield (under-
10s), The Lochcarron 
Quaich (best girl player) and 
The Hector Campbell Award 
(best boy player). 

For entry forms contact 
Mr D. B. Hamilton, The 
Sheiling, Longsdale Road, 
Oban, PA34 5JU. Telephone 
01631 563826

SCOTLAND may have failed 
to qualify for this summer’s 
World Cup but Oban could 
yet have a footballing 
representative on the world 
stage in September – at the 
Homeless World Cup.

Oban has been included 
alongside Scotland’s major 
cities as a trials venue for the 
Scottish Homeless World 
Cup squad.

The Scottish team is 

the best available players 
for the eighth annual event, 
which will be held on 
Rio de Janeiro’s famous 
Copacabana Beach in 
September. Scotland will 
be one of 64 nations at the 
event.

Trials for the Scottish team 
begin in Oban on Monday 
at Oban High School 
Community Pitch, before 
going on to Inverness (May 
11); Glasgow (May 12); 
Dundee and Aberdeen (May 
13) and Edinburgh (May 14).
Although the trials are being 
held between 8pm – 9pm, 
teams and individual players 
should arrive for registration 
beforehand.

They will be given an ID 
badge before taking part in a 
range of fun skill zones and 
then play a range of small 
sided games.

However, Homeless World 

Cup organisers have laid 
down strict criteria for who 
can play in the event.

The player must have 
turned 16 before September 
1 this year and must meet 
at least one of the following 
criteria:

-  Have been homeless at 
some point after 01.09.2009, 
in accordance with the 

homelessness.
-  Make their main living 

income as street paper vendor.
-  Asylum seekers cur-

rently without positive 
asylum status or who were 
previously asylum seekers 
but obtained residency status 
after 01.09.2009. Only two 
members of a team may have 
non-national passports. 

All other players must have 
a national passport of the 
nation they are representing.
-  Currently in drug or 
alcohol rehabilitation and 
also have been homeless at 
some point in the past two 
years (post 01.09.2008)

Scotland are currently 
ranked sixth in the world and 
are the highest placed home 
nation.

But they will need to do well 
to beat hosts Brazil (ranked 
third) and the other top 
teams in the world Ukraine 

and second in the world 
rankings, respectively.

Homeless World 
Cup trials to be 
held in Oban
Scotland will be one of 64
nations at the event in Brazil

RUNNERS came out in 
force for the Argyll Beats 
Cardiovascular Disease 10 
km race and children’s fun 
run.

With 121 taking part it 
was won by a veteran from 
Helensburgh, Paul Thomson 

Runners pictured before Sunday’s race.  16_t19race1

who ran the course, around 
Gallanach, in 33.50. 

Results. Gents:1 Paul 
Thomson, Helensburgh, 
33.50; 2 Finlo Cottier, 
Oban, 39.07;  3 Robert 
Johnston ,Oban, 39.37.

Ladies : 1 Allie Chong, 

Glasgow, 40.47; 2 Isabella 
Perrier, Oban, 46.25; Morag 
McCorqudale, Connel, 
50.35;

Vet Female : Glynis 
Pretswell, Oban; Vet 
Male : Paul Thomson, 
Helensburgh.

Girls : 1 C Wotherspoon, 
Oban; 2 Helen Chong, 
Glasgow; 3 Sara Ferrena- 
Neto, Lesmahagow;  Boys: 
1 Jamie MacPherson, 
Oban; 2 Fraser MacFarlane, 
Oban; 3 Douglas MacLeod, 
Oban.

Big turnout for ABCD 10k and children’s fun race

ALTHOUGH racing many 
miles apart, downhill 
mountain bike riders Ben 
Cathro and Fraser McGlone 
won their respective 
season-opening races at the 
weekend.

of the Scottish Series in 
Aberdeenshire, coming 
top of the 300 entries 
and Fraser won the youth 
category at the Maxxis Cup 
in Portugal.

Ben told The Oban Times: 
‘I had a fault free weekend, 
good practice turned into
a great result, although 
exhausting - we have to push 

Ben Cathro hitting the 
pro line at Pitfichie, 
Aberdeenshire.

Ben and Fraser in top form
our bikes to the start for an 
hour as the road is too steep 
to use uplift trucks!’

Fraser made the long trip 
to Portugal to compete in 
the sunnier climes amongst
the huge entry of top class 
Spanish and Portuguese 
riders.

Fraser thought any hope of 
a win was over when he hit 
a tree but maximum effort to
make up time saw him take 
the youth win and beating 
many of the adults in the
process.

The boys are now in the 
Scottish Cycling Academy 
Squad and have a mentor to

help with top-level approach 
to competitions.

Ben added: ‘We have strict 
training schedules and we 
have been working with
Andy and Robin at Energie 
Fitness.

‘You need to be extremely 

for the entire season, hence 
all the hard work through the 
winter.’

The boys will now look 
forward to the next race in 
the British Series at Fort
William this weekend. 

Islay golf
GOLF

MAY  Medal: 1 Ross Currie 
70 less 1 net 69; 2 Keith 
MacDonald 77 less 7 net 70; 
3 Norman MacDonald 78 
less 4 net 74. Css 73.

Magic Twos: Paul Graham, 
John MacIntyre Jnr and 
Graeme Hamilton. 

Tobermory golf
GOLF

MAY Medal (men’s): 1 
Graham Brown 78-12-66, 2 
Donald Brown 76-09-67, 3 
Ewan MacCrone 76-09-67.

May Medal (ladies): 1 
Margaret Ingram 98-26-72, 
2 Catherine Ann MacCrone 
105-24-81.

May Medal (juniors) 1 Ryan 
Ingram, 2 Ross MacCrone, 3 
William MacCrone.

AN INEXPERIENCED Oban Lorne 
travelled to Fort William last Saturday to 
take part the annual Lochaber RFC Sevens 
tournament at Banavie.

The men in green entered a squad of 
only nine players, four of which were 
aged under-19 and had little experience of 
playing sevens rugby.

Hillhead/Jordanhill who were the group 

game and were unlucky to be eventually 
beaten 19-10.

The second game was against Highland 
but their 34-5 win over Oban Lorne was 
overshadowed by a serious leg break to 
one of the Highland players. 

Oban returned to action later in the 
afternoon with a grudge match against 
Lochaber President’s XV. This proved to 
be the turning point in the day for Oban 

to win 21-14, with a last gasp try from 
Alex Cadzow.

The day was rounded off with 
a comfortable win over Northern 
Constabulary to give Oban their second 

Oban Lorne captain Corrie Louw takes 
some stopping at the Lochaber RFC 
Sevens.

Lorne take part in Lochaber sevens

Oban Lorne will be hosting their 36th annual 
sevens tournament this Saturday with more 
than 16 teams competing from around the 
country.

RUGBY

MOUNTAIN BIKING

Oban Sailing Club
SAILING

OBAN Sailing Club has a 
few places left for juniors 
on the basic dinghy training 
course due to start on 
Monday. 

Youngsters interested must 
be of high school age and 
should contact Ian Gibson at 
Oban High School or Irena 
Chapman on 01631 562 
711. 

Oban Sailing Club’s new 

full season on the water. 
The club’s racing 

programme is well underway 
with the shakedown 
aggregate for keelboats in 
its fourth week alongside 
the dinghy aggregate for 
both fast and slow handicap 
sections. Today (Thursday) 

aggregate coaching with 
Chris Owen, Steven Forteith 
and Eric Chapman coaching 

RUNNING
THE KINTYRE Way 
Ultra run, all 66 miles, was 
completed by Stephen Bell 
of Helensburgh in just 12 
hours and 37 minutes. 

The Kintyre Way is 
Scotland’s newest long 
distance path that runs 
from Tarbert, Loch 
Fyne to Southend near 
Campbeltown.

Each May a group of 
enthusiasts set off from 
Tarbert on both an Ultra run 
(a single runner running 106 
km/66 miles) or as a relay 
with up to six runners sharing 

Campbeltown.

relay was Dumfries’ Crocks 
and Chicks (four runners) 
who completed the run in 
eight hours and 38 minutes, 

shaving one hour off the 
previous record.

This year once again 
included a walk into the 
day’s events with a choice 
of three distances and start 
times, 18 miles, 22 miles or 
for the really keen, 31 miles 
all across terrain from beach 
to a wind farm high in the 
hills. The idea of walking 
such distances in one day 
so inspired Donna Paterson 
from Royal Bank of Scotland 
that she press-ganged 43 
colleagues to join her and 
walk one of the sections 
for charity. With support 
from the bank Donna and 
her colleagues have raised 
£10,500 for brain tumour 
research.

Saints manager Iain Jackson 
said: ‘Kilpatrick are a good 
side and they certainly won’t 
be doing us any favours. I’m 
expecting a very tough match 
on Saturday, but it’s up to the 
boys to show how much they 
want to win the title’.

Kintyre Way Ultra run
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