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M&S looks at site 
for Oban store

Councillor cleared 
by committee

THERE is good news for shop-
pers in Argyll this week as Marks 
and Spencer has con� rmed to 
The Oban Times it is actively 
looking at a site in Oban.

An M&S spokeswoman said: 
‘We’re keen to bring an M&S 
foodhall and our exciting 
product range to customers 
in Oban. We will update the 
community when we can.’

AN INVESTIGATION into the 
standards of an Oban coun-
cillor has exonerated him.

A complaint about Coun-
cillor Roddy McCuish had 
been made to the Standards 
Commissioner by a fellow 
councillor. 

Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant
Join us for lunch 

Overlooking the Harbour
Ample Parking 

Gallanach Road • Oban • 01631 562087
www.manorhouseoban.com

Rock� eld goes to 
top of the class

Oban rallies to 
support Billy

SCOTLAND’S schools watch-
dog is satis� ed with the qual-
ity of teaching at Rock� eld 
Nursery School and Nursery 
Class, following a recent 
inspection. 

The report by Education 
Scotland praised the Oban 
school’s ‘very well-behaved 
children who enjoy school 
and are eager to learn’, 
teachers’ commitment to im-
prove learning and the ‘rich 
learning environment’. 

A RALLY in support of Billy 
Irving and his � ve colleagues 
will take place in Carlisle on 
Tuesday May 3 at 11am. 

Supporters who are unable 
to travel to England are being 
invited to gather at the � ag 
area in Argyll Square, Oban, 
at the same time on Tuesday, 
when prominent campaigners 
will gather to speak about Mr 
Irving’s plight following his 
imprisonment in India.

Yvonne MacHugh, Billy’s 
partner, says she has been 
amazed by the response to the 
FREESG06 rallies in Carlisle and 
the one organised in Oban by 
The Oban Times.

Have your 
say on land 
at Ganavan
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

The legacy of Dennis Hardley

LAND at Ganavan owned by 
Argyll and Bute Council is to be 
sold or leased – and with a sale 
the final stake the authority has 
in the popular beach-side area 
will come to an end, Oban’s 
lead councillor confirmed on 
Monday evening.

In a report made to Oban 
Community Council, Councillor 
Roddy McCuish said he was 
making ‘one final plea’ to the 
Oban community for them to tell 
councillors what should be done 
with the land.

During a heated debate, the 
community council initially 
threatened legal action against 
the local authority for ‘thinking 
it had the right to sell the land’ 
but backed down when it was 
pointed out money from the sale 
could go back into the Common 
Good Fund.

Veteran community councillor 
Duncan Martin said: ‘People 
around Scotland are challenging 
local authorities in selling off 
community council assets.

‘Councils in Scotland are 
treating them as assets when in 
fact they belong to the people of 
the town. 

‘I would suggest that Ganavan 
is in this category. It belongs to 
the people of the town.

‘Cash from the lease or sale 
should go to Oban’s Common 
Good Fund.

‘It was given to the people of 
Oban. It would be only right to 
make a legal challenge if the 
council plans to sell it. I am not 
a lawyer but perhaps it is time 
we sought legal advice on this 
matter.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish 

said he wanted townsfolk to 
make a final decision on what 
should happen in the area and 
proposed a public meeting ‘as 
soon as possible’ to solve the 
on-going concerns about the 
area ‘once and for all’.

He said: ‘I can confirm the 
land will be sold or leased. It is 
the last part of the land that the 
council owns in the area.

‘The council owns the car park 
and a small section of grass at 
the opposite side of the path.’

The rest of the area is in private 
ownership, believed to be part of 
the Dunollie Estate.

When asked who would make 
the decision on the sale of the 
land, Councillor McCuish said: 
‘As elected representatives of 
the people it will be down to 
the area committee to make the 
decision.’

In reference to the statement 
and legal challenge made by Mr 
Martin, Councillor McCuish 
said: ‘You are duty bound to 
challenge the council’s decision 
to sell the land if you believe 
there is a legal argument to be 
made.

‘But the community council 
cannot make a statement about 
the council acting illegally and 
then not do something about it.

‘I would urge you as a commu-
nity council to fulfil your duty 

and raise this legal challenge as 
a matter of urgency. If you are 
going to raise a legal challenge 
then this will stop this thing 
[lease or sale] stone dead.’

Councillor Neil MacIntyre 
said: ‘We have all lived here and 
seen that over the years some 
people wanted to do things at 
Ganavan and they have never 
come to anything.

‘Only last year, a community 
group wanted to do something. I 
am not sure what the town wants 
us to do with the land. It begs 
the question what does the town 
want us to do with Ganavan?’

Councillor Duncan Martin 
replied: ‘You can sell or lease 
Ganavan but the money has 
to come back to the Common 
Good Fund.’

A member of the public said 
he believed planning permission 
for a building on the site had al-
ready been given and this would 
set a positive precedent with any 
other application for the site.

Acting chairman Stuart 
MacIver said he would arrange 
for a meeting to be held in the 
next few weeks to discuss the 
matter with the community and 
‘to find an answer about what 
the town wants once and for all’. 

A date and time for the meet-
ing will be advertised in The 
Oban Times. 

THE SUDDEN passing of 
photographer Dennis Hardley 
last week is being mourned 
by clients, friends and family 
from all over the world.

A well-known face, Dennis 
died, camera in hand, while 
taking photographs at Tralee, 
near Bendeloch – only a short 
walk from his home. 

Speaking from the photogra-
phy studio he shared with his 
father, son Tony Hardley said: 
‘My father was born in blitz-
sieged Liverpool on January 
5 1940.

‘He was an electrician and 
a semi-professional pianist 
working with the likes of Ken 

Dodd, Geraldo and the Stan 
Clarke band, which brought 
him into contact with Brian 
Epstein and the Beatles.

‘Dennis and his wife Dor-
othy, along with their three 
sons, moved to Scotland to al-
low him to pursue a career as 
a professional photographer. 

‘As his reputation grew so 
did his portfolio, with his work 
being published worldwide. 

‘He worked with companies 
such as British Rail, ScotRail, 
Caledonian MacBrayne and 
postcard and calendar pub-
lishers. 

‘Dennis created 13 pictorial 
books on Scotland, publishing 

titles including The Secrets of 
Scotland for Barnes and Noble 
in the US and Canada and The 
Magic and Mystery of Scotland, 
published by Dempsey Parr in 
the UK. When this book came 
out his publisher calculated 
he had driven more than one 
million miles photographing 
Scotland.

‘Dennis inspired and encour-
aged photographers locally 
and was a past president  of 
Oban Camera Club.  

‘My father was a dedicated 
husband, father, grandfather 
and great grandfather whose 
passion for life was recognised 
by everyone he met.’

THE COST of pontoons and 
a visitor centre on the North 
Pier must come in at under 
£2.1 million, Oban Com-
munity Council was told on 
Monday night, writes Louise 
Glen.

The meeting was told the 
cost to demolish and rebuild 
the White Building on the 
North Pier and to fit pon-
toons and a sea wall could not 
go over budget.

To date there is no costs for 
either of the projects.

Speaking at the community 
council Kirsteen MacDonald, 
North Pier project manager, 
said: ‘All the studies for the 
project are being done at the 

moment. The final design and 
the final costings that could 
move 10-20 metres in any 
direction will have an impact 
on what is there.

‘The White Building will 
be demolished in November 
with an opening date for both 
in summer 2017.

‘There will be no public 
space in the North Pier 
Building. The design that was 
planned previously was under 
a legal challenge so we decid-
ed to take the whole project 
back in and re-design and 
that is what we have done.

‘It is a brilliant project. It is 
going to be great. 

‘I am confident both pro-

jects will come in on budget. 
The budget for both projects 
is £2.1 million.’ 

In answer to a question 
from community councillor 
Kenneth McColl on the 
number of nights that vessels 
could stay on the berths, Ms 
MacDonald said: ‘This is a 
transit marina – a place for 
berthing for two or three 
nights maximum.

‘The berths are part of a 
regeneration programme. It 
will be good for the commu-
nity berthing around the bay. 

‘If they stayed for longer it 
would displace business from 
elsewhere and we don’t want 
to do that.’

£2.1m set aside for pontoons

Dennis Hardley, top, travelled the length and breadth of Scotland photographing iconic land-
marks including Kilchurn Castle at Loch Awe.

AN APPLICATION to support 
Oban Live has seen the town’s 
biggest event bene� t to the 
tune of £1,000 in vouchers and 
other help from community 
company BID4Oban.

To guarantee the money will 
be returned to the town, the 
BID4Oban board has awarded 
the money in the form of Love 
Oban vouchers. The vouchers 
can be spent at various loca-
tions in the town, including ac-
commodation for performers. 

BID4Oban backs 
town’s big event 

OUT NOW
The latest edition of FAB guide
for families living and loving life in Argyll and Bute your guide to festivals across Argyll and the Highlands

SCOTFEST16
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Hugh Smith’s letter from ISLAY

Young farmers host 
ploughing revival
THANKS to the efforts of the 
recently reformed Islay Young 
Farmers’ Club, the island’s first 
ploughing match in more than a 
decade was held in the Bridgend 
district and attracted eager compet-
itors and encouraging members of 
the public.

The field of battle was kindly 
provided by Islay Estates and Neil 
MacLellan, and the fine furrows 
were judged by Fraser Woodrow, 
who was also responsible for many 
of the pre-match arrangements.

In the open section, the top award 
went to Neil MacLellan, with Scott 
MacLellan in second place and 
George Bruce finishing a com-
mendable third.

George also secured the prize for 
the best break. The best finish was 
provided by Eoin Brown and the 
best ins and outs and straightest 
furrow accolades went to Neil Ma-
cLellan.

Coming first in the Young Farm-
ers’ class was Kieran Archibald 

whose best break and straightest 
furrow added to his successes.  In 
second place was James Bignal 
with Euan Anderson in third place. 
Providing the best finish in this 
section was Scott Woodrow, while 
Calum MacTaggart showed that he 
was well able to handle the ‘ins and 
outs’ smoothly.

This was the third event mounted 
by the fledgling club and, despite 
far from ideal weather conditions 
and unforeseen gremlins, the match 
drew favourable comments from 
both competitors and spectators.

B&B’s double gold for 
whisky marmalade
CONGRATULATIONS to Emma 
and Ron Goudie, proprietors of 
the  Old Excise House bed and 
breakfast at Laphroaig, who are the 
double gold winners at this year’s 
Marmalade Awards competition, 
held at Dalemain Mansion near 
Penrith.

The Goudie’s Seville orange 
marmalade contains a generous 

measure of Lagavulin 16-year-old 
single malt, which was produced 
to celebrate the distillery’s 200th 
anniversary.

The competition judges had high 
praise for the product, which gained 
top marks for appearance, colour, 
consistency, flavouring and aroma.

This success allows the B&B 
owners to carry the award-winning 
roundel on their product. 

Emma and Ron are delighted 
with their success and are presently 
coping with the increased demand 
for their prize preserve.

These awards were set up 11 years 
ago and, to date, the Dalemain 
Marmalade Festival  has raised 
more than £200,000 for Hospice at 
Home.

Other charities benefiting from 
this year’s amateur entry fees are 
Action Medical Research and Ma-
rie Curie Scotland.

Estates factor  set to 
leave island
ISLAY Estates factor Willy Inglis is 
leaving the island after eight and a 
half years at the helm of the 55,000-
acre estate, which is owned and 
operated by the Margadale family.

The departing factor, who is 
married with two of a family, was 
a former land agent and an officer 
with the Scots Guards.  

He will continue to be involved 
in the management of the island 
estates until such time as his succes-
sor is appointed. 

Meanwhile, head gamekeeper 
Scott Brown and the estate office 
staff will be overseeing the day-
to-day running of the estate and 
associated properties.

Nordic � ddlers to 
play Portnahaven
FIDDLE music enthusiast will be 
well catered for when the Nordic 
Fiddlers’ Bloc appear in concert in 
the Rhinns Hall at Portnahaven on 
Sunday May 1, at 8pm.

The group comprises three master 
fiddle players from three very dis-
tinct Nordic regions. 

Olav Luksengard Mjelva is a top 
Norwegian fiddler, Anders Hall is 
an acclaimed exponent of Swedish 
fiddle music, and Shetland’s  equally 
talented  Kevin Henderson has ap-
peared with the Boys of the Lough, 
Fiddlers’ Bid and Session A9.

A leading music critic described 
the trio as ‘creating a sound that 
leaves the listener enthralled’. 

So don’t miss the Rhinns gig!

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bow-
more, Islay, PA43 7JX. Telephone: 
01496 810658.

The island’s � rst ploughing match in a decade was a huge success. Olav Luksengard Mjelva, Anders 
Hall and Kevin Henderson will play 

the Rhinns Hall on Sunday.

Defi brillator at Craignure 
thanks to CalMac funding

Islay 5km 
whisky path 
nominated 
for award

Oban airport 
increase

Fishnish hide is revamped

A DEFIBRILLATOR is now 
available 24/7 thanks to ferry 
operator CalMac which has 
agreed to pay for a weather-
proof heated cabinet and its 
installation on the outside of the 
ticket office in Craignure.

The defibrillator is now safely 
stored in the cabinet and availa-
ble for use in an emergency. 

Thanks to VisitScotland the 
life-saving equipment is very 
visible in an area of particularly 
high footfall. 

There are now 13 public access 
defibrillators in cabinets around 
the islands, and Mull and Iona 
Community Trust is taking on 
the role of raising funds for 

insuring those machines that  
are not already insured and for 
ensuring that the batteries and 
pads are within their use-by 
dates.

The cost of doing this is sev-
eral hundred pounds a year, so 
any donations would be appre-
ciated.

If anyone in Craignure would 
like training in how to use a de-
fibrillator and how to give CPR, 
or if they would like to make a 
donation, please contact Moray 
Finch on 01680 812905 or email: 
mfinch@mict.co.uk

A training course will be 
arranged if there is sufficient 
demand.

AN ISLAY path built to protect 
cyclists and walkers travelling 
between three of the island’s 
famous distilleries has been 
nominated for a top Scottish 
transport award.

The 5km long South Islay 
Distilleries Path links Port Ellen 
and the distilleries of Ardbeg, 
Lagavulin and Laphroaig, which 
are the area’s major tourist 
attractions and employers. 

It also provides a safe, traf-
fic-free route between the three 
communities and Port Ellen 
Primary School.

The path was proposed and 
managed by the Islay Communi-
ty Access Group (ICAG) to help 
stop whisky tourists disembark-
ing from the ferry at Port Ellen 
and walking the narrow road 
to the island’s three southern 
distilleries, which has limited 
visibility due to sharp bends and 
blind summits, and carries heavy 
distillery traffic.

The project secured £700,000 
of private and public sector 
funding, including £300,000 
from Sustrans, a charity funding 
healthier, cleaner and cheaper 
journeys in the UK. 

Work started in autumn 2013 
and has now been completed. 

It is estimated 9,000 people 
have used the path since August 
2015, averaging at around 2,500 
per month during the summer 
season and these figures are 
expected to grow.

Now Argyll and Bute Council, 
which supported the ICAG, 
could collect a Scottish Trans-
port Award at Glasgow’s Radis-
son Hotel on June 16,  competing 
against three other contenders 
in the Achievements in Cycling 
category. 

Barra Airport is up against Ed-
inburgh, Glasgow and Inverness 
airports for Airport of the Year.

OBAN airport, owned by Argyll 
and Bute Council, saw a 21.2 per 
cent increase in passengers in 
2015.

The numbers rose to 4,262 
passengers thanks, in part, to 
a marketing campaign for the 
airport as well as people picking 
up the flight when travel by sea 
was impossible. Some 3,516 
passengers were carried in 2014.

The airport is subsidised by 
Argyll and Bute Council and the 
Scottish Government. 

The Fishnish hide, which was donated to the community by Laing 
O’ Rouke, the company that put in the new water pipe to Craignure, 

has had a makeover. Forestry Commission Scotland provided the 
information panels and a totem pole, outside the hide, marking the 

spot, is the old sea eagle nest tree from Loch Frisa. 

The public is being excluded from the area within the red line until next March due to the � lming of a reality series for Channel 4.

MULL LINES

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 568000

Ardnamurchans still 
angry over exclusion
A DECISION to deny the 
public access to a section of 
headland and forested area at 
Gorteneorn on the Ardnamur-
chan Estates to allow filming 
for a TV series has left some 
residents with a real axe to 
grind.

Objectors are unhappy with 
the 12-month exclusion of the 
2.4km-square area of land 
which is to be used as a location 
for a year-long survival series, 
Year Zero, being filmed for 
Channel 4.

Residents say it is not that they 
are against the fi lming, but they 
are angry at the way the situation 
has been dealt with.

One concerned resident, who 
asked not to be named, said: ‘It’s 
just that a legal sledgehammer has 
been used against the region. This 
is a hugely sad and unnecessary 
decision. The order completely 
undermines the ideals that lie 
behind Scotland’s Land Reform 
(Scotland) legislation (2003).’

He went on: ‘All who live here 
and visit to enjoy the tranquil-
lity of this remote coast are the 
poorer. Local residents were only 
selectively consulted. 

‘The sound advice simply to 
ring this forest headland area 
with polite notices saying ‘Please 
keep out –  fi lming in progress’, 
was ignored.   

‘The damage, noise, annoyance 
and inconvenience during these 
past months, to say little of the to-

tal public relations failure by the 
fi lm company producers, might 
have been averted.’

The resident said other issues 
had also been raised in relation 
to a core path in the area and 
the building of a six-foot high 
wooden fence, which has left 
local residents feeling shut out 
and causes habitat fragmentation 
for wildlife.

A spokesperson for Highland 
Council said: ‘In response to 
KEO Film’s request for an access 
exemption order, the council care-
fully followed the notifi cation and 
consultation procedures for orders 
of this duration. The Land Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2003 allows such 
applications to be made, consid-
ered and determined. 

‘In addition to the statutory 

requirements, the council has 
encouraged the company to 
engage with the community and 
is pleased that the company has 
done so. Objections to the order 
were received and these were re-
sponded to by the council prior to 
the application being forwarded 
to the Scottish Government for 
ministerial approval. 

‘Now that the order has been 
approved, the land concerned 
has been exempted from access 
rights. However, the area subject 
to the order is a fraction of the 
Ardnamurchan peninsula and 
members of the public wishing to 
exercise their access rights in the 
Acharacle area are encouraged 
to visit the council’s website for 
information on the core path 
network.’ 

KATIE CARABINE
reporter@obantimes.co.uk

GAMEKEEPERS have backed 
Cairngorms National Park Au-
thority (CNPA)’s recommenda-
tion that dogs be kept on leads 
during the bird breeding season.

The Scottish Gamekeepers 
Association (SGA) had argued 
during debates about the 2003 
‘right to roam’ legislation 
that dogs running free during 
breeding season posed a threat 
to wildlife, especially to vul-
nerable ground-nesting species 
such as curlew and dotterel, 
and the critically endangered 
capercaillie.

The CNPA urged park users to 
keep pets leashed in spring and 
early summer whilst birds are 
sitting on nests or with young.

Leads are not compulsory un-
der the Land Reform (Scotland) 
Act 2003 but owners do have 
a responsibility to keep dogs 
under control.

The SGA is encouraging other 
national parks to follow the 
Cairngorms by recommending a 
similar sensible approach to give 
threatened wildlife a chance.

SGA chairman Alex Hogg 
said: ‘This is not about ban-

ning dogs or denying anyone 
access but, with some of our 
ground-nesting birds in real 
danger, there are sensible steps 
that can be taken by everyone 
and we feel the Cairngorms Na-
tional Park Authority’s message 
is a responsible one that could 
be followed by others.

‘As an organisation which 
represents 5,300 members that 
are managing land for a living, 
we argued for two years that 
dogs should be on a lead from 
March to July because we could 
see what could happen for 

birds. Instead, the term “close 
control” went into the final right 
to roam Bill back in 2003.

‘Other European countries 
have progressive access laws but 
still would not allow dogs to run 
freely during a critical time for 
wildlife. 

‘There is enough pressure as it 
is today on many ground-nest-
ing species and I am sure 
considerate walkers and other 
countryside users would see 
sense in this during the breed-
ing window.’

Mr Hogg continued: ‘It 

is possible that designated 
dog-walking areas, away from 
breeding sites, could be created 
where dogs could be allowed off 
the lead and to run, and maybe 
that is something that needs to 
be looked at again.’

Call for dogs to be on lead during breeding season

Gamekeepers have backed 
a call to keep dogs on leads 
during breeding season to 

protect endangered species 
such as capercaillie, right.

Airson foirm-iarrtais cuiribh fios gu:

Chaidh an cùrsa seo a dhealbh airson luchd-trèanaidh 
ullachadh airson saoghal craolaidh an latha an-diugh. Tha 
oileanaich air a’ chùrsa a’ faighinn sàr eòlas is brosnachadh 
bho na diofar òraidichean a bhios a’ tadhal orra, a tha ag obair 
gu proifeiseanta sa  gnìomhachais, agus ‘s ann a sìor fhàs a tha 
na cothroman an lùib a’ chùrsa ionmholta seo. 

‘Se cùrsa fad dà bhliadhna a tha seo leis a chiad bhliadhna aig 
a cholaiste agus 10 miosan anns a ghniomhachais anns an 
dàrna bliadhna.

Bha na sgilean a dh’ionnsaich mi air a’ chiad bliadhna 
deatamach dhan ghreis-ghnìomhachais air an dàrna 
bliadhna, agus bi iad feumail dhomh fad mo bheatha 
phroifeiseanta. Mholainn-sa a’ chùrsa seo do dhuine sam 
bith aig a bheil ùidh anns na meadhanan Gàidhlig.
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Fiddlers’ Rally plays to 
packed Corran Halls
THE CORRAN Halls in Oban celebrated the 
72nd Fiddlers’ Rally, which saw more than 
60 musicians take to the stage to perform 
in front of a packed audience.

The Oban and Lorn Strathspey and 
Reel Society concert was conducted by 
Helen Jordan and accompanied by guest 
artists such as Mód gold medallist Robert 
Robertson, who performed alongside 
Ross Wilson; champion � ddler, Maurice 
Duncan; and Lorn junior � ddlers. 

George Street business 
wins town accoladed
BID4OBAN has awarded its � rst Golden 
Broom to the shop that has the tidiest 
outlook in town.

George Street Fish and Chip Shop was 
presented with the accolade over the 
weekend.

John Stewart, owner of the restaurant, 
said: ‘As a business we know that � rst 
impressions count, that impression starts 
outside the restaurant. 

‘For this reason we always ensure our 
frontage and the street in front are kept 
clean, this creates that vital � rst impres-
sion. This is so important, particularly 
in a tourist town where there are lots of 

� rst-time customers. 
‘We are pleased to be the � rst recipients 

of the Golden Broom, and welcome this 
initiative by Bid4Oban to encourage and 
recognise the e� orts of businesses mak-
ing that extra e� ort.’

Derek Connery, from Bid4Oban, said: ‘I 
have had numerous comments about the 
e� orts that John, Lorraine and their sta�  
make in keeping the area around their 
business clean and tidy. 

‘In my opinion they not only improve 

the outward appearance of their own 
premises, but contribute to the overall 
cleanliness of the town. 

‘There are other businesses that make 
similar e� orts and they too will be recog-
nised in the coming weeks. 

‘If this e� ort was to be replicated by 
everyone around the town the di� erence 
would be fantastic. If people have busi-
nesses that they would like to nominate 
please contact the o�  ce 01631 569915, or 
admin@bid4oban.co.uk.’ 

The Lorn Junior Fiddlers entertained the packed audience last Saturday night. 
17_t18� ddlersrally01

Mountain rescue 
team praised 
OBAN Mountain Rescue Team 
(OMRT) was praised by police 
Sergeant Cammy Lowe after 
members rescued a family of 
� ve from the hillside near Stro-
ne Hill on Saturday afternoon 
(April 23). OMRT was called 
shortly after 1pm and quickly 
brought the family back to 
ground level. It is understood 
the family got into di�  culty 
after walking on unstable and 
uneven terrain.

Family distress at 
memorial theft
A GRIEVING family were dis-
traught to � nd a solar memo-
rial placed at their loved one’s 
graveside had been stolen 
from Pennyfuir Graveyard in 
Oban. The ornament was taken 
between noon on Sunday April 
17 and Monday April 18 at 4pm. 
Any information about this 
crime should be given to Oban 
Police Station on 101.

Cash stolen
THE THEFT of a four-� gure sum 
of money from a business prem-
ises on Mull has been reported 
to police o�  cers. Anyone with 
information about the crime in 
the Salen area between Friday 
April 22 and Monday April 25 
should contact Police Scotland 
on 101.

Driver did not stop
A DRIVER who failed to stop 
at the scene of an accident has 
been reported to the procu-
rator � scal. The 28-year-old 
male is alleged to have failed to 
stop following a collision near 
Taynuilt on Thursday April 21. 
The man was later stopped in 
Taynuilt where he subsequent-
ly failed a roadside breath test.

Speeding charges
A MAN driving at 127mph at 
Arrivain near Tyndrum has 
been reported to the procura-
tor � scal. The 45-year-old was 
clocked in the early evening 
of April 23 by police o�  cers 
on patrol. A 31-year-old man 
clocked travelling at 103mph 
in the same spot an hour earlier 
has also been reported.

Little box of ‘treasure’ set to 
put Oban on the world map
TREASURE hunters are next 
on the hit list to continue to 
improve Oban’s fortunes on 
the tourist map.

Geocaches, little boxes of 
‘stuff’, are an international 
craze with people coming from 
all over the world to write their 
name on a log book before 
searching out the next one.

BID4Oban is at the forefront 
of the craze in Oban and hopes 
that not only will the little 
boxes be great fun for families 
and other visitors, but will 
also get the town name out to 
the millions of users who use 
geocaches every day.

A geocache is a little box or 
tiny little metal keeper that 
highlights a place or an area.

The geocaches are in every 
place imaginable – for instance 

there is one at the Taj Mahal, 
on the seat that the Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge 
were pictured sitting on in the 
national press last week, and 
another on the top of the Eiffel 
Tower in Paris.

Closer to home a particular 
geocache in Kilninver saw 
upwards of 20 visitors a day to 
the area to find the treasure.

But instead of gold at the 
end of the hunt there is often 
nothing but a quirky little toy 
and a tiny wee book to sign.

Derek Connery of BID4O-
ban explains: ‘The geocaches 
attract people to come to 
an area because once you’ve 
started looking for them, they 
become addictive.

‘There is a smart phone app 
and a website that supports the 
use of the geocache, but the 
real joy is what the ‘treasure’ 
takes you to.

‘In Oban we have already 
put out about eight geocaches 
and we have plans for more. 

We cannot place any geocache 
within 500 feet of each other so 
it makes for some interesting 

walking.
‘Some of them are really well 

hidden and it might take all 
day to find them.

‘There has been one down at 
Ganavan for a long time. It is 
themed along the RAF work in 
Oban during the war and it is 
fascinating to see the people 
who want to go down there to 
find it.’

Mr Connery explains that 
there are a number of nations 
that are particularly interested 
in geocaching. 

He said: ‘The Germans, 
Americans and Dutch see the 
geocache as a real pastime and 
many thousands from each 
nation will travel the world to 
find them.

‘Of course, once they are out 
there and talking about Oban 
there is no end to how this 
simple marketing tool could 
work for Oban.’

In terms of the cost of the 
venture, Mr Connery said it 
was not expensive. 

The small black cache box 
costs around £10 for six.

The geocachers also have 
a language of their own that 
they leave in the tiny log books 
inside the geocache boxes. 

FTF is First to Find, TFTC 
Thank You For the Cache 
and TNLN is Took Nothing 
Left Nothing are some of the 
references in geocaches.

In some places geocachers 
take something to leave in the 
box and this can then be found 
half way around the world.

Mr Connery explains: ‘I had 
a cache that has a little tracker 
on it to see where in the world 
it has gotten to. 

‘The last I checked it was in 
Hawaii.’

For more information see 
www.geocaching.com.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

A POST attracting a salary of 
upwards of £6,000 per outing 
has been awarded by Argyll and 
Bute Council although it was not  
advertised and there was only 
one candidate. 

The role of returning officer, 
usually taken by the chief exec-
utive, for Argyll and Bute was 
waved through at a meeting last 
Thursday with head of govern-
ance and law Charles Reppke 
being put into the position.

Mr Reppke’s £70,000 salary  
already includes the organisation 
of elections on the council’s 
behalf. But with Oban North and 
Lorn hosting its fifth election 
this term and the impending 
Scottish and European elections, 
Mr Reppke was appointed in 
order to provide ‘experienced 
direction’. 

REPLACEMENT street lights 
in Argyll and Bute are likely to 
cost upwards of £3.9 million, 
and the region’s council has 
agreed to borrow the first 
round of cash to change them.

An interest-free loan from 
Salix, a private investment 
company that works to reduce a 
local authority’s environmental 
footprint, will mean the project 
will be under way as soon as 
possible.

In a report to councillors, it 
was stated that almost 1,200 
street lights are defective and 
these will be the first priority 
for repair. 

The draw down of £400,000 
from Salix will allow for more 

than 2,000 ‘luminaries’ to be in 
place before November.

The interest-free loan is paid 
back over a period of eight 
years and will reduce borrow-
ing costs by approximately 
£160,000, councillors were told 
last Thursday.

The contract for providing the 
equipment and the labour will 
be put out to tender in the usual 
way – but the local authority 
wants to ensure that some of 
the labour is provided in-house.

Argyll and Bute Council has 
signed an agreement with the 
Scottish Government to reduce 
its carbon footprint and light-
ing costs as energy efficient 
measures are put in place.

A PARTY held to celebrate 
three different wedding anni-
versaries within the one family 
was a surprise for the parents 
of the youngest groom and his 
wife.

Alex Munro and wife Reem 
celebrated their 15th anniversa-
ry and laid on a party. But the 
party was, in fact, a celebration 
for Sandy and Christine Mun-
ro, of Oban, who celebrated 
their diamond wedding – 60 
years – while Zuhair and Najla 
Uchi [Reem’s parents] were 
celebrating a golden wedding 
anniversary – 50 years. All 
three celebrations were taking 
place within the same year.  

Alex and Reem, with help 
from their siblings, arranged 
the event to look like a party for 
themselves, when in fact it was 
to celebrate the long marriages 
of both their parents. 

Alex and Reem and her par-
ents currently live in the Middle 
East, so it was decided to get 
everyone together in Oban to 
celebrate the event. 

The real reason for the party 

was not disclosed to the parents 
and so it turned out to be a 
wonderful surprise. In the end, 
around 160 guests enjoyed a 
wonderful evening, with a buf-
fet dinner and a ceilidh dance.

Returning 
offi cer

Interest-free loan 
to upgrade lights

Support building for campaign to 
improve A85 accident blackspot

Anniversary surprise

Derek Connery, BID4Oban manager with the geocache boxes that 
have still to be hidden. 

The happy couples after cutting the cake – Alex Munro, Sandy 
Munro, Christine Munro, Najla Uchi, Zuhair Uchi, Reem Munro. 

A CAMPAIGN for ‘no over-
taking’ double white lines 
along the whole of the Oban to 
Dunbeg stretch on the A85 is 
gaining momentum after it was 
reported in last week’s Oban 
Times.

Community councillor Sean 
MacIntyre, who is heading up 
the campaign, said he had spo-
ken to many people about the 
road problem since the story 
was published.

Mr MacIntyre said a request 
had been made to Dunbeg 
Community Council to help 
stop the high number of acci-
dents on the route.

Area Police Inspector Mark 
Stephen said anything that 
would make the community 
safer would be whole heartedly 

backed by Police Scotland.
Councillor Julie McKenzie, 

Oban North and Lorn, said: 
‘Everyone in the local area 
knows the section of the A85 
between Dunbeg and Oban has 
an appalling accident record. 

‘I am delighted to support 
this campaign for the intro-
duction of any further safety 
measures that could protect 
motorists and pedestrians on 
this notorious stretch of road. 

‘I would hope the wider com-
munity now throw their weight 
behind Colin to help take this 
forward.’

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
said that she and the late Coun-
cillor Donald Macdonald had 
campaigned for improvements 
in the road but it had come to 

nothing at the time.
Mrs Robertson said she also 

backed the campaign.
Writing on The Oban Times 

Facebook page, Andy Elkerton 
a book illustrator from Oban, 
said: ‘It seems that the people 
who could do something about 
this have been more than 
willing to just sit by and wait 
for another accident to happen.

‘Two years ago a friend of 
mine was killed in a traffic 
accident at Dunbeg.

‘I felt compelled to try and 
do something to encourage the 
authorities to introduce speed 
limits, traffic calming, or 
anything else that might have 
reduced the deaths and acci-
dents on this stretch of road.

‘I wrote to councillors, 

had a meeting with Michael 
Russell [MSP at the time], and 
appeared in an article in The 
Oban Times. 

‘This story almost exactly 
mirrors the one I appeared in, 
even down to the terminology 
and use of the words ‘‘silly 
season’’.

‘Two years later and the gen-
eral apathy and head scratch-
ing about what we should do 
still bewilders me. I really hope 
there is change for the good 
because of this campaign, but 
I’m not holding my breath.’

BEAR Scotland, which 
maintains the road on behalf 
of Transport Scotland, has said 
it is willing to meet with the 
community council to find out 
what can be done. 

like us on facebook www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Lib Dem leader 
Willie Rennie 
gave the all-
clear to back 
independence

SCOTTISH SUN - 23/09/15

SNP TO 
LAUNCH A 
NEW DRIVE 
TO BREAK UP 
BRITAIN

SCOTTISH SUNDAY EXPRESS - 13/03/2016

THE ONLY 
LEADER CAPABLE 
OF LEADING AN 
OPPOSITION 
THAT CAN HOLD 
THE SNP TO 
ACCOUNT IS  
RUTH DAVIDSON

SCOTTISH  
DAILY MAIL 
– 05/03/16

DONALD 
CAMERON 
RUTH DAVIDSON’S                
CANDIDATE FOR 
ARGYLL AND BUTE

Don’t forget 
you have 
TWO votes 
in this 
election.

RUTH DAVIDSON  AND DONALD CAMERON 
FOR A STRONG OPPOSITION

Donald Cameron
Scottish Conservative & Unionist

Scottish Conservative & Unionist
Ruth Davidson for a Strong Opposition

Promoted by William Hanbury, on behalf of Donald Cameron , 
both of 61, Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX.

Running a farming and holiday business in the West Highlands, I am acutely aware 
of the challenges facing Argyll’s communities, especially the diffi culties that people 
have with our failing road infrastructure and poor mobile and internet coverage. If I 
am elected as your MSP, I will fi ght to improve these vital services for the benefi t of 
residents and businesses alike, so that we encourage investment in Argyll and provide 
local jobs to allow us to retain our young people here.

On a national level, Nicola Sturgeon is promising a new initiative for independence 
starting this summer. The SNP have refused to honour their pledge that the independ-
ence referendum would be “once in a generation”. We mustn’t let the SNP take us back 
to the bitter divisions of that debate. We must say “no” to a second referendum and 
speak up for the two million voters who rejected independence.

Only Ruth Davidson and the Scottish Conservatives are providing the strong, cred-
ible and competent opposition to hold the SNP to account and ensure they focus on 
running the country and on the issues that matter here in Argyll. Improving our health 
service. Creating better schools. Protecting jobs and family pay packets. 

 Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour is in a mess: in nine years, Labour hasn’t laid a glove on the 
SNP. And what’s worse, the Scottish Liberal Democrats and Scottish Labour have said 
their members and MSPs can campaign for independence in a second referendum.

On May 5, you have two votes: one for Argyll and Bute (choosing a named candidate); 
and a second, where you vote for the party of your choice. In this election, the only way 
to hold the SNP to account and say NO to second referendum is to use your second 
vote to support Ruth Davidson and the Scottish Conservatives. 

Donald Cameron
Conservative Party
Donald Cameron
Conservative Party
Donald Cameron

Argyll & Bute voters have a crucial choice. You can elect a Liberal Democrat MSP who 
will concentrate on delivering better services for his constituents or you can elect an 
SNP MSP whose main aim will be to get another Referendum and take Scotland out of 
the UK. No other candidate can win.

I was the local MP for 14 years. I increased my vote last year, but due to the collapse 
of the Tory and Labour votes, the SNP leapfrogged above me into fi rst place. 

I want to stay in the UK, putting the Independence Referendum behind us, and 
use my experience to concentrate on running an effi cient Scottish Government and 
delivering for Argyll & Bute.

Scottish education used to be the best in the world, but not now. We want to make it 
the best again. We will give extra funding to our schools, massively expand free nurs-
ery education, and reverse the cuts the SNP made in college and council education 
budgets.

There is already a shortage of GPs in rural practices. If nothing is done urgently, we 
will soon have a crisis on our hands. Many GPs are nearing retirement and not enough 
GPs are being trained to replace them. A big effort must be made to invest far more in 
training GPs and recruiting them to rural practices. 

The shambles of the Scottish Government failing to pay farmers the money they owe 
them is just one example of what happens when a government takes its eye of the ball. 
Farmers must be compensated immediately for their losses due to this. 

No more distractions of a ‘Neverendum’. I’m the only candidate who can take the seat 
from the SNP and focus like a laser on running an effi cient government and delivering 
for Argyll & Bute.

Alan Reid
Liberal Democrat
Alan Reid
Liberal Democrat
Alan Reid

When I was elected as the MSP for Argyll & Bute in 2011 it was on the basis of the SNP 
record, team and vision. 

Five years on the SNP’s record in government is even better. We have delivered for 
local people and across the country – investment in schools and hospitals, more jobs 
and houses, better ferry services and cheaper fares, the Council Tax frozen and the 
Scottish living wage delivered are just a few of the things that have made a difference. 

The strong SNP team has got stronger. Nicola Sturgeon has been an inspirational First 
Minister and her vision, shared with her party, is of a more equal, more just, fairer Scotland. 

Achieving that is what this election is all about and that is why more than 2,000 local SNP 
members have been taking the message of this campaign to every corner of Argyll & Bute. 

We need to keep improving education and close the attainment gap. We must ensure 
that our precious NHS is well-funded and well staffed. Our islands need to be properly 
supported, land reform needs to move forward and our transport and telecommunica-
tions links need more investment.

I am keen to carry on with the job of ensuring those things happen. 
As your MSP I have held regular surgeries and worked for individuals and communi-

ties in every part of Argyll & Bute where I have lived for almost 25 years. 
The job of the local MSP is to help constituents, stand up for them in Parliament and 

legislate on their behalf. I have done all three and I promise that I will continue to be 
active on vital local issues such as population decline, transport and digital connectivity 
and poor management of essential council services. 

The SNP in government has achieved a great deal, locally and nationally, but there 
is always more to do. 

Michael Russell
Scottish National Party
Michael Russell
Scottish National Party
Michael Russell

I was born in Glasgow in 1959 and educated at Glasgow High School and Leeds 
University, before trading London, New York and Chicago Commodity and Finan-
cial Futures Market, and serving for a number of years in the Territorial Army. 

I went on to source art and antiques for the international interior design trade, 
before creating a successful international air freight company. I was elected to the 
European Parliament in 2014 as UKIP’s first elected representative in Scotland, 
and currently serve on the EU Fisheries and Energy Committees. 

I am proud to be representing the people of Scotland in Brussels and I’d be 
honoured to have the opportunity to represent the Highlands and Islands in the 
Scottish Parliament. 

I was politicised by the decision to privatise Glasgow High School where I spent 
my formative years. Schools like this gave Scots from every background the 
chance of an excellent education and to get on in the world. 

I want to see new grammar schools and technical schools, (on the German mod-
el) to give every child in Scotland the best start in life, whether they are academic 
or not. We need schools that help everyone to achieve their potential. 

I am a committed libertarian and believe firmly in the rights of the individual to 
live free from state interference. To this end, I am firmly opposed to the SNP’s 
Named Person Act and the Land Reform Act. 

We in UKIP are completely opposed to the routine arming of police officers in the 
highlands. There is no reason for the police to be armed unless they expect the 
grouse to shoot back!

David CoburnDavid Coburn
UKiP

Takes place at Oban Phoenix Cinema,140 George Street, Oban 
on Thursday, April 28 – 7pm to 8pm

QUESTION TIME

The debate will be streamed live online at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/hustings

Having spent all bar three years of my life living in different Highland communities, it 
was a great honour to represent the Highlands and Islands in the Scottish Parliament 
between 2011 and 2016, and I worked hard to represent everyone.

Argyll and Bute, with a coastline longer than France’s, and the most islands in any 
constituency, has all the challenges rurality brings and more.

If re-elected, I will continue to work diligently to ensure the people of Argyll and Bute are 
housed in quality homes; have worthwhile employment and training; access to high-speed 
broadband; and good public transport taken for granted elsewhere in Scotland.

Greens value people and those who provide care. We propose paying care workers 
a Living Wage Plus, and using the soon to be devolved powers, ensuring a 50 per cent 
increase in Carer’s Allowance to £93.15 per week.

We will pay for this, and our other radical plans, by setting new income tax rates and 
bands. This ensures everyone earning less that £26,500 a year would get to keep more 
of their pay, whilst income above £150,000 would be taxed at 60 per cent.

After eight years of the council tax freeze the system of local government fi nance is 
broken. It’s time for a fair local tax, and we will fi ght to scrap the discredited Council 
Tax, replacing it with a Residential Property Tax, where the majority of households pay 
less than currently, and councils have the power to vary this tax locally.

Our tax proposals will tackle inequalities in health and income; pay for vital public 
services and, importantly, be locally controlled. Argyll and Bute Council has failed and 
must, again, be locally accountable and properly fi nanced.

Green MSPs will provide measured opposition to what’s looking like another majority SNP 
Government, praising where appropriate, but constructively criticising when necessary. 

John Finnie
Green Party
John Finnie
Green Party
John Finnie

As we enter the � nal week in the countdown to the Scottish Parliament 
elections, The Oban Times invited each of our candidates to submit 
their statement stating why the people of Argyll and Bute should 
vote for them.  Scottish Labour Candidate for Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch, Linda Stewart, contributes in the place of Mick Rice.

Linda Stewart is the Scottish Labour Candidate for Skye, Lochaber and Baden-
och.  It is the second time she has stood for this area, showing her commitment 
to the Highlands. Linda is passionate about the Highlands, where she was born 
and brought up, where she brought up her own family.  If elected, as someone 
who lives and works in the area, she would campaign tirelessly to ensure the 
area is properly represented and that challenges for people living and working 
here are taken into account. These include – access to education and training, 
health care, transport, broadband, rural housing and fuel poverty, to name but 
a few. 

Linda’s priorities are to tackle SNP austerity and their vicious cuts to public 
services and instead use the powers the Scottish Parliament has to invest 
in our future, particularly in our children’s future through proper funding for 
education.  

Scottish Labour will also tackle the housing crisis, helping young people with 
mortgage deposits and building more council houses, increase spending on 
the NHS to ensure better, faster treatment for patients and make it easier and 
cheaper to get to travel, with a single ticket that can be used on buses, trains 
and ferries.

However, Scottish Labour have been upfront about how they would fund this.  
To stop the cuts vital services and jobs, Scottish Labour would raise the Scot-
tish rate of income tax by 1p.  Those earning under £20,000 are guaranteed to 
pay no more tax than they do now and the most would be paid by the richest 
20 per cent of households.  

Labour PartyLabour Party
Linda Stewart 
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International 
buyers vote with 
their feet at 
VisitScotland expo
TRAVEL businesses from around the world 
made a beeline to Argyll and the Isles at an event 
last week for the world’s most influential holiday 
bookers.

More than 120 trade companies said they saw 
Argyll and the Isles as a serious player on their 
tourism itineraries.

Argyll and the Isles Tourism Co-operative 
(AITC) said it was delighted with its visit to the 
VisitScotland expo in Edinburgh.

A spokeswoman for AITC said: ‘As more trav-
ellers seek unique experiences in unforgettable 
locations, Argyll and the Isles is well placed to 
provide visitors with memories which will last a 
lifetime.  

‘The industry buyers who visited the stand came 
from across the globe, including China, Canada, 
France and Turkey, and represented travellers 
interested in food and drink, history and heritage, 
and, most notably, adventure. 

‘A key difference this year is that many of these 
buyers are looking for itineraries for smaller 
groups and couples, which Argyll is well able to 
cater for. And the region’s proximity to the central 
belt and international airports was also seen as a 
major benefit.’

AITC chairman Gavin Dick was delighted at the 
outcome of the two days saying: ‘This is the fifth 
time we’ve had a stand at expo and it just keeps 
getting better and better. We knew before we 
arrived that this was going to be our busiest year 
yet as we had a jam-packed appointments diary.  

‘I was very pleased to see first hand how the 
travel trade is definitely moving away from the 
large coach tours and is now much more focused 
on bespoke and discerning itineraries for small 
groups, perfect for the Argyll and the Isles region.’

A YOUNG Hungarian man, 
who stood trial at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Monday, is to be de-
ported.

Jozsef Bedo, of no fixed abode, 
has been in custody since his 
arrest on April 6 when police of-
ficers stopped him at the side of 
the A85 near to Saulmore Farm.

He was travelling from Glas-
gow to Oban and the crew put 
him off the train at Connel, for 
reasons not given in court. They 
then saw him setting off walking 
along the track and called the 
police.

The 26-year-old man denied  
behaving in a threatening and 
abusive manner at Saulmore; 
assaulting two constables in 
the execution of their duty, and 
further threatening and abusive 
behaviour in his cell. 

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
found him not guilty of the first 
offence and guilty of the other 
two.

Bedo’s lack of English skills 
made his roadside interview 
difficult, the court heard.

‘He seemed disgruntled by us 
talking to him,’ said one of the 
officers.

A bulge in his left sleeve made 
the officers fear he had a knife 
and they told him as best they 
could that they were going to 
search him.

The Hungarian had no luggage 
but was wearing all his clothes.

‘During the course of the road-
side search we became aware of 
layers and layers of clothes, at 
least three pairs of trousers,’ said 
the officer. The only weapon 
they found was a Swiss Army 
knife.

A police van was called to take 
Bedo to the station for a thor-
ough search and his behaviour 
‘deteriorated’.

‘In fairness, he was doing it 
more in frustration and anger,’ 
said the second officer.

But Bedo continued to strug-
gle, shout and spit, so much so 
he was put in a spit mask at the 
station.

On finding a Hungarian ID 
card the officers arranged a 
translator by telephone but 
efforts to calm Bedo failed.

‘On one occasion when given 
food and a cup of tea he threw 
it all over his cell,’ said the duty 
officer responsible for welfare. 
Bedo kept up a constant banging 
and shouting. The officer contin-
ued: ‘Asking him to calm down 
just got him more volatile.’

Bedo had a translator beside 
him in the dock but refused legal 
help.

‘Why should I?’ he said. He 
also said he had paid for a ticket 
to Oban but they had not taken 
him where he wanted to go and 
he didn’t understand.

Bedo had been in the country 
since January.

‘If I came here on holiday why 
did I need an address,’ he said. 
‘I don’t understand why they let 
me through Dover and didn’t 
tell me I need an address in this 
country.’

A deportation hearing was held 
on April 7 in his cell.

Sheriff Anderson said she 
wanted to have a report on Bedo 
before she passed sentence and 
he was remanded in custody 
until May 23 for the report to be 
prepared.

A 51-YEAR-OLD woman, who was 
so drunk she was refused service, 
attacked a female bar worker at The 
Coryveckan in Oban, the town’s 
sheriff court heard on Monday.

Elaine Seymour, of 86 Mill Cres-
cent, Glasgow, who is a secretary, 
had been in Oban for an overnight 
break with her partner on August 
1 last year and enjoying an after-
noon in the beer garden at the 
popular bar on the Railway Pier.
But there came a point when a man-
ageress decided not to serve her.

A 22-year-old bar worker had 
looked to her manageress for confir-

mation when Seymour approached 
the bar and with a shake of the head 
was told to refuse.

But unknown to the staff another 
of the party of four had bought a 
round of drinks and the staff took 
the decision to ask them to leave.

As a result of what followed, Sey-
mour ended up in the dock at Oban 
where she denied being drunk and 
disorderly; assaulting the bar-worker 
by seizing her on the body and 
punching her on the head to her 
injury, and assaulting a barman and 
also a constable in the execution of 
his duty.

The bar-worker told the court she 
went to the party in the beer garden 
and told them the company policy 
on drunkenness, but was met with 
abuse. She said:  ‘One man was being 
rude and obnoxious.’

She went to get help from a fellow 
bar-worker and a manager who had 
security experience and they reit-
erated company policy and began 
clearing glasses from the table.

The court was shown CCTV foot-
age of the incident.

‘She just ran for me and started 
punching me in the face,’ the young 
woman said, adding that her face 

was scratched. The police were 
called. An officer said: ‘She became 
very aggressive and shouting.’ 

Once handcuffed Seymour, who is 
petite, had difficulty climbing into 
the back of the police van. She was 
told to sit and shuffle herself into the 
van.

Her defence agent, John Paul Gal-
lacher,  said Seymour ‘had difficulty 
stepping into the vehicle, so much so, 
that she slipped and her foot caught  
[the officer] in the groin’.

Seymour said she had been em-
barrassed by the bar staff and that 
she feared she would be attacked by 

the female bar-worker; she also felt 
intimidated by the two, tall, male 
members of staff. ‘She tried to grab 
the drinks from the table, I grabbed 
the glass back,’ she said.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC found 
her guilty of being drunk and 
disorderly and fined her £300; she 
also found her guilty of assaulting 
the 22-year-old female member of 
staff and fined her £450. There was 
a verdict of not proven for the other 
two offences. 

‘You should be embarrassed; clear-
ly you had far too much to drink,’ the 
sheriff told the first-time offender.

Hungarian man 
to be deported

Woman fi ned over drunken attack on bar worker

OBAN and District Classic 
Vehicle Club took to the road 
on Sunday, designated National 
Drive It Day by the British 
Federation of Historic Vehicle 
Clubs. 

Ten vehicles from the club took 
part, including a 1924 Model 
T Ford, in the run from Oban 
to Ardfern for lunch, and then 
to Crinan Boatyard for a tour 
of the Auld Reekie puffer boat 
undergoing restoration. 

Club chairman Kevin Devine 
said: ‘We had a lovely day and 

enjoyed some lovely spring 
sunshine, and a lot of interest 
was shown in the vehicles at both 
Ardfern and Crinan.’

PRIMARY SIX at Park Prima-
ry in Oban learned about 
the Second World War last 
term. 

During the � nal week 
before the school broke up 
for the Easter holiday, the 
pupils invited parents into 
the school for a showcase of 
learning. 

As part of the afternoon, 
parents made poppies to 
create a wreath for Oban 
War and Peace Museum. The 
school arranged a visit to 
the museum last Thursday 
which was very interesting. 

The museum sta�  were 
thanked for having the 
school and parents who 
helped with the poppies.

OBAN RNLI lifeboat Mora 
Edith MacDonald was called 
to help three divers suspect-
ed of having decompression 
sickness near Salen in the 
Sound of Mull, on Saturday 
April 23 at 10.39am.
One man was pronounced 
dead at the scene.

The divers had been diving 
at the wreck of the Rondo 
which sank in January 1935.

Two divers were suspected 
of having the bends following 
a rapid ascent whilst under-
water and were therefore 
taken back to Oban on board 
the lifeboat.

Upon arrival in Oban the 
divers were taken by a wait-
ing ambulance for further 
treatment.

Classic cars take it up a gear 
for National Drive It Day

Primary pupils 
focus on Second 
World War

Divers 
rescued

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 568000

Clan cousins at war over 
MacGillivray leadership 
A BATTLE for the leadership 
of the MacGillivray Clan is 
being fought across the Atlantic. 

The clan, which has a 
700-strong membership and 
whose greatest numbers live 
in Oban, Lorn, Lismore and 
Mull, is at the centre of a fight 
over who leads its members for 
generations to come.

At a Family Convention 
recently, Clan MacGillivray 
chose fluent Gaelic-speaker Iain 
MacGillivray, 28, a farmer and 
bagpipe player from Tain to be 
its commander.

But the Canadian branch of 
the society believes there is 
a blood-line female chieftain 
who is being overlooked and 
that the commander’s proposed  
appointment should not be 
verified due to claims of gender 
discrimination and improper 
voting rules.

Following the allegation, the 
Scottish branch, which leads the 
international clan organisation, 
says a notice for the clan election 
was placed in The Oban Times in 
March following centuries-old 

protocol and an independent 
observer oversaw the election in 
Culloden on April 15.

The international clan led by 
the Scottish MacGillivray clan 
believes it has followed the 
stringent rules laid down by Her 
Majesty the Queen and her clan 
constitutional expert the Lord 
Lyon King of Arms.

At present the Scottish inter-
national clan does not recognise 
the claim.

George Downie, secretary 
of the Scottish branch of Clan 
MacGillivray, said: ‘I don’t know 
what is behind the move to make 
a complaint to the Lord Lyon.

‘The protocol has all been 
done with the advice of the 
Lord Lyon. The election was 
overseen by a representative of 
the Lord Lyon as at present he 
is indisposed. She will make a 
report back to the Lord Lyon 
and we should hear in the next 
week or so.

‘The commander-elect was 
voted for unanimously.’

At the Family Convention 
more than 50 representatives of 
the clan were present in person, 
while hundreds watched four 
prominent MacGillivrays battle 

it out on the very site of their 
ancestor’s death for the lead role 
in the clan. There were three 
American nominations to the 
title and one Scot. 

Clan members travelled from 
as far afield as the Netherlands, 
America and Canada to the 
event. The four nominees were 
given 15 minutes each to stake 
their claim. Two appeared in 
person and two via the internet.

A vote was taken with clan 
presidents from America and 
Holland at the meeting and the 
Canadian and Australian presi-
dents joining online.

A statement from the Clan 
MacGillivray said: ‘In line with 
correct procedure, his name 
[Iain MacGillivray] will be sub-
mitted to the Lord Lyon King 
of Arms for approval and his 
decision will be known shortly. ’

The statement continued: ‘The 
clan has been without a chief 
since 1944 and has been unable 
to find a successor to meet the 
stringent requirements of the 
Lord Lyon. Instead, a com-
mander can be appointed to link 
members throughout the world, 
act as an ambassador, and pro-
mote clan culture and heritage.’ 

Commander MacGillivray 
elect’s election was followed by 
a ceremony on the 270th anniver-
sary of the Battle of Culloden 
at the Well of the Dead on 
Drumossie Moor, where Alex-
ander MacGillivray, 8th chief, 
died leading the Jacobite charge 
against the Hanoverian army.

Immediately after the election 
and ceremony took place, a dis-
parate, ‘non-affiliated’ branch 
of the Canadian clan raised an 
objection with the First Minister 
of Scotland, Her Majesty the 
Queen and the Lord Lyon.

The secretary of the Canadian 
branch who did not want to be 
named, told The Oban Times: ‘It 
has come to my attention that 
a man may have recently sent 
you a press release regarding a 
Derbhfine Family Gathering 
held on Friday April 15, 2016, 
for the purpose of nominating 
a candidate for the position of 
commander of the Clan. 

‘Please be advised that a 
formal protest of this gathering 
was sent to the Lord Lyon at the 
beginning of April along with a 
copy sent to the First Minister 
of Scotland as well as the Gov-
ernor General of Canada, who 

is the Queen’s representative in 
Canada. 

‘The protest is of a serious 
nature, and it includes asser-
tions that the Lord Lyon has not 
followed his own guidelines. 

‘The protest contains six 
points, one of which intimates 
that no notice of this gathering 
was posted on the Lord Lyon’s 
website as per his own guide-
lines. 

‘A follow-up letter will be 
sent to the First Minister of 
Scotland, the Governor Gen-
eral of Canada, and the Lord 
Lyon asking him to consider 
seriously the items in the protest 
before any decision is made to 
confirm the candidate for the 
commander position of the Clan 
MacGillivray.

‘Furthermore, it is my under-
standing that a formal complaint 
will be sent to the First Minister 
of Scotland intimating gender 
discrimination by a female 
member of the MacGillivray 
Clan, who has received a letter 
from the Lord Lyon.’

While the office of the Lord 
Lyon was contacted, a reply had 
not been received by the time 
the newspaper went to press.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk
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Two old Highland families
I AM OFTEN asked for information about old High-
land families. 

Of course, no family is older than any other. What is 
meant, when people speak of ‘old families’, is that some 
have managed to keep their identity and their records 
of the past longer than others. This is especially true in 
small pockets of the Highlands and islands where oral 
tradition has not yet disappeared.  

The latest enquiry is about the Hendersons and the 
MacNaughtons of Sunart and Ardnamurchan. 

The MacNaughtons first appeared in the area around 
1690 and were to be found at Camusaine on the north 
shores of Loch Sunart. They were originally called 
MacNaughtan and, coming from Mid Argyll, I assume 
they arrived through the Earls of Argyll who had been 
granted a superiority of Ardnamurchan and Sunart in 
1519 although they didn’t actually take possession from 
the rebellious MacIans until 1611. 

The MacNaughtons remained at Camusaine until the 
1850s by which time some of them had spread into near-
by Salen and Acharacle. The storeman and the hotelier 
in Salen were both MacNaughtons. 

A daughter of the storekeeper, named Jessie, is said to 
have been the subject of a Gaelic poem by well-known 
Gaelic bard Dr John Maclachlan of Rahoy (1804-1874).

There were pipers among them, one of whom,  Alas-
dair mac Dhòmhnaill mhic Iain Ruaidh [Alasdair son of 
Donald son of Red-haired John] known as the Pìobaire 
Bàn [the Fair-haired Piper] was considered to be a first 
class exponent. He resided during the latter part of his 
life at Ballachulish and continued to play his pipes until 
he died.

The following story is told about him. He needed a 
new set of bagpipes so it was decided to collect money 
to buy them. A public subscription sheet was started 
and the Pìobaire Bàn went round with it himself. One 
day he called on the Free Church minister, the Rev Mr 
Macmurchy, a native of Kintyre, and handed the sheet 
to him.

The minister looked at it and then turning to the Pìo-
baire Bàn said in Gaelic: ‘Tha sin glè mhath, ach tha 
mi smaoineach’ gu bheil sibh a’ fàs glè shean airson na 
pìoba agus gum b’fheàrr dhuibh a bhi dèanamh deas 
air son an ath shavil [the Kintyre pronunciation of 
shaoghail]’ [‘That is all very well, but I think you are get-
ting too old for the pipes, and that it would be better for 
you if you were getting ready for the next world.’] ‘Bidh 
ceòl an nèamh’ [‘There will be music in Heaven’], re-
torted the Pìobair. ‘O! bithidh ach tha an t-eagal orm 
nach e ’phìob agus a’ Pìobaire Bàn ga cluich’. [‘Oh! yes!’] 
replied the minister, [‘but I am afraid it won’t be the 
bagpipes and the Piobaire Ban playing them.’] However, 
he gave him a donation.

There was a Donald MacNaughton living in Salen in 
the early 1900s who was a well-known thatcher. Straight 
as a rush and agile in step, someone accused him, when 
trade in that line became slack, of wishing in his Grace 
before Meat, that there would be strong winds and little 
rain.

He used at times to attend to the Carabineer - one of 
the many steam vessels plying between Oban and Loch 
Sunart - for the local pier master. Apparently, he could 
be very solicitous about carrying luggage to and from 
the steamer. 

After handing it to the owner, he would touch his cap 
and whisper: ‘Something for my trouble, Sir.’  

A number of MacNaughtons are buried in Eilean 
Fhianain on Loch Shiel.

MORVERN
lines

Ardtornish Castle, Morvern, also built by a Henderson 
mason according to local tradition

History has it that at least seven generations of 
Hendersons lived in Ardnamurchan. The date of their 
arrival may be difficult, if not impossible to prove with 
any accuracy, but there is no doubt they are one of the 
oldest families in the area. 

They were said to be stonemasons to the MacDonalds, 
Lords of the Isles, and their name has been mentioned 
in connection with the building of the castles of Tioram, 
Mingary and Ardtornish. Their main stronghold was 
Glencoe where they apparently preceded the MacIan/
Macdonalds. They served as hereditary pipers to Ma-
cIan of Glencoe and when the Chief died they were enti-
tled to the first lift of the coffin. According to tradition 
on the night of the Massacre of Glencoe, Henderson, 
MacIan’s piper, fled carrying the infant grandson of the 
old Chief along with his pipes in a fold of his plaid and 
did not halt until he reached Inversanda in Ardgour.

Whether he afterwards returned to live in Glencoe 
or settled further west in Ardnamurchan, I have no 
knowledge, but there are still first class Henderson 
pipers in the peninsula today. The Hendersons resided 
mainly around the Kentra area until some of them went 
south to Liverpool. Many of them followed a seafaring 
life and some with success, though perhaps the most 
noted was Angus Henderson, a scholar of repute and a 
well-known writer who contributed the Highland Horo-
scope in the Weekly Scotsman for a number of years. He 
had an excellent paper on Ardnamurchan placenames 
published in volume 10 of the Celtic Review.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Mingary Castle, Ardnamurchan, said to have been 
built by a Henderson mason.

Killin Scout Group held a 
co� ee, cake and car wash 

morning to raise funds 
to help � nance their 

exciting trip to Essex and 
the Big Scout Jamboree 
to be held there later in 

the summer. 
The support was 

outstanding and they 
raised more than £850. 

Mr Munro, the alpaca, and his owner Anne Reid were guests at a meeting of the Kilmore and District branch of the 
Scottish Women’s Institute on Wednesday April 13.  The members were able to get up close and stroke the alpaca and 

discover for themselves why its wool is so highly valued.  Anne then held a question and answer session about the 
alpacas and the animal rescue work she does on Kames Farm, Kilmelford. Competition winners on the night were: heavy 

crochet bag – 1 Maimie Nicolson; 2 Anne Ferguson and freestyle embroidery – 1 Anne Ferguson. 

NA H-EILEANAN 
an Iar SNP MP Angus 
Brendan MacNeil and 
Councillor Donald Man-
ford have maintained 
regular contact with Cal-
Mac about the on-going 
disruption to the MV Isle 
of Lewis which serves the 
Oban to Castlebay route.

Commenting Angus 
MacNeil said: ‘The 
arrival of the MV Isle of 
Lewis and the improved 
timetable was welcomed 
by the local community in 
Barra.

‘Whilst we do appreciate 
that faults will happen, it 
is important that they are 
resolved quickly. Having 
spoken to CalMac I know 
that it is doing its level 
best and working hard 
on getting the necessary 
repairs done.  

‘CalMac tells me that it 
hopes to have the MV Isle 
of Lewis back in service 
this weekend whilst it 
continues to pursue a 

long-term solution to 
ensure future reliability.’

Councillor Donald 
Manford added: ‘The 
enormous service 
improvement brought 
about by the arrival of 
the MV Isle of Lewis in 
Castlebay was hugely 
welcomed; the first ever 
daily direct sailings with 
the ferry based on the 
island.

‘It is disappointing 
that so soon after its 
introduction a technical 
fault has removed it from 
service.  While we accept 
that faults are sometimes 
inevitable this will be the 
third season in succession 
that breakdowns have 
seriously hampered the 
island’s ferry.

‘In looking forward to 
the vessel’s imminent 
return I applaud the hard 
work of everyone involved 
and sincerely hope we can 
have a sustained period of 
trouble free sailing.’

SCHOOL pupils who received a cup or trophy at the 
annual awards ceremony should return it to Tiree school 
office by Friday May 6 to be engraved. 

Pupils are reminded to bring a jacket to school. Head 
teacher Miss McArthur said: ‘It’s been lovely to see the 
sun shining this week, and the children have enjoyed 
being able to go and play outside without their jackets. 

‘We would recommend, however, that pupils continue 
to bring a jacket to school, even if they don’t wear it every 
break time. 

‘This means that we are prepared for any changes in 
weather throughout the day.’ 

Tiree Beaver Scouts met on Monday April 25 in Tiree 
High School gym hall from 3.30pm-5pm and the club is 
open to anyone from primary one to four.

Parents must pick their children up from the gym hall 
at 5pm. Any queries, contact Fiona (220373) or Jaclyn 
(220452).

A PRIMARY four pupil at 
Acharacle Primary School, 
Isabella Hough, has made it 
through to the second stage 
of judging of 500 Words, 
a BBC Radio 2 national 
children’s story-writing 
competition.

The overall winner will 
have their story read by a 
celebrity live on Radio 2. 

This year the radio station 
received more than 123,400 
entries and Isabella’s is one 
of only 4,500 to reach the 
next stage, making her the 
first pupil in her school 
ever to do so.

Isabella will find out in 
May if her story has been 
shortlisted for the final 50 
entries.

ARDNAMURCHAN High School students have 
received new state-of-the-art mini computers from 
the BBC as part of a National Campaign and drive to 
encourage coding skills in young people.

Microbits, as they are referred to, are mini, program-
mable computers which have applications including 
animation, games and science projects.

The S1 pupils who received their microbits have 
already starting programming them for health and 
well-being, using the new equipment as pedometers and 
for measuring heart rate.

There is a buzz of excitement at the prospect of de-
veloping microbit use in computing science lessons and 
beyond.

AN URGENT review of the new Uist bus 
timetables is required, says Councillor 
Donald Manford, who has been inundat-
ed with concerns from island residents.

Changes to bus services in Uist were the 
subject of consultation by Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar as part of the budget setting 
process but the re-shaped service is 
causing major issues for those living and 
working across the area.

Councillor Manford, member for Bar-
raigh, Bhatersaigh, Eirisgeigh agus Uib-
hist a Deas, said: ‘More than 30 constitu-
ents have contacted me worried they will 
be unable to continue in employment due 
to the timetable changes and some who 
are now using taxis to get to work but 
make clear that is simply unaffordable.

‘People are struggling to get to work 
with many saying the service is not ca-
tering for working people. I understand 

BT SUPERFAST broadband is due 
to arrive in Tyndrum by July 2016, but 
neighbouring Crianlarich will have to 
wait until the first half of 2017, Strathfill-
an Community Council heard at its April 
meeting. 

Both areas were expected to have the 
service by the end of the year, secretary 
Alan Smailes told the meeting.

The minutes recorded that community 
councillors ‘are unhappy with the large 
time difference between Tyndrum and 
Crianlarich’.

The broadband programme, run and 
funded by the Scottish Government and 
British Telecom (BT), is on schedule to 
cover 95 per cent of Scotland by the end 
of March 2018, BT told the community 
council. A BT spokesperson added: ‘Tyn-
drum will be upgraded to superfast fibre 
broadband: our engineers plan to begin 
work on installing the infrastructure 
required in the coming weeks. In Crian-
larich, we’re currently surveying the area 
and further updates will be added to the 
Digital Scotland website.’

DURING March there were nine dry days at Plockton 
with four inches of rain which compared favourably with 
March 2015 when there was nine inches. The warmest 
day was 15.8°C and coldest was 0.8°C.

THE PLAY area committee, which is raising funds to 
establish a play area in Plockton, held a tea afternoon in 
Plockton hall on Easter Monday and raised £250.  

THEATRE Gu Heor, in association with the Tron The-
atre and An Lanntair, presented the world premiere of 
Shrapnel from the novel by Norman Campbell adapted 
by his daughter Catriona Lexy Campbell from Plockton 
in Plockton hall on March 23. 

The hall was packed and the audience enjoyed this 
Gaelic play which had English sub titles.

THE SCOTTISH community drama Highland one-act 
divisional finals were held at Plockton for the first time 
in 40 years.

Six teams took part over the two evenings - April 1 
and 2. Adjudicator Brian Marjorilarks picked Dingwall 
players and Lochcarron Drama Club to go forward to 
the Scottish finals in Edinburgh on April 22 and 23.

Councillor Campbell presented the trophies.

PLOCKTON and District Community Council met in 
Plockton Hall on March 14.

The main item discussed was the poor state of Harbour 
Street, Plockton. Highland council had promised major 
resurfacing before April but it had still not been done.

THE SCOTTISH Civic Trust held an awards ceremony 
at the Lighthouse in Glasgow on March 22.  

Charlie M MacRae recently retired from Plockton 
and District Community Council after 40 years, 26 as 
chairman, and was put forward for the civic champion 
award by the new community council.  

Charlie received a highly commended certificate. The 
judges said that being nominated for a civic champion 
award was an achievement in itself, and each individual 
had been recognised for their contribution to communi-
ty civic pride and heritage.  

An exhibition featuring all the nominations is on dis-
play at the Lighthouse until May 2.

THE ANNUAL Lochawe SWI general meeting took 
place on Wednesday April 6 in Lochawe Hall. 

Pam Gibson and June Taylor, from Dalmally, counted 
the votes for next session’s committee members. 

Jenny Ogden was elected president; Ann Hay secre-
tary; and Pal McLeod was chosen as treasurer. 

Ms McLeod also won the most points for group com-
petitions, as well as most in the group show and was 
presented with the Mrs Sanderson Trophy, the Carraig 
Thura Cup and Mrs Purcell’s Tray and Jenny Ogden 
received Mrs Couler’s Trophy.

This was followed by a discussion and suggestions for 
future meetings and competitions. 

Pal McLeod and Jean Wylie provided tea and the 
meeting finished with president, Jenny Ogden, inviting 
everyone to dinner on Friday May 20.

Alpaca and owner are guests at Kilmore SWI

Ardnamurchan

Lochawe

Plockton

Killin 
scouts 
raise trip 
funds

Acharacle

Assurance sought 
over Barra ferry

Urgent call for bus timetable review
Uist

there are many people affected including 
pupils at Sgoil Lionacleit who wish to 
attend after school activities. This needs 
to be addressed with a degree of urgency.’

He added: ‘I recognise the council 
conducted consultations prior to deciding 
on the current timetables, however, it 
seems clear the consultation exercise has 
not worked for the many who have been 
left stranded. The comhairle must look to 
amend the timetables as soon as possible.’

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MP Angus Mac-
Neil has also been contacted by several 
constituents on this matter and he was 
now written to the comhairle’s chief 
executive, Malcolm Burr, asking for a 
review of timetables to be carried out at 
the earliest opportunity.

Superfast broadband delay concern
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HOW WE HELPED SIMONE
ensure success wasn’t a pipedream

your gateway to business expertise
To grow your business, call 01546 808 363 or visit bgateway.com/driving-growth

Perfect Service Solutions is one 
of the UK’s leading specialists 
in the deep cleaning of ventilation 
and ductwork – an essential 
service to the food and facilities 
management industry.

Managing Director Simone 
Hart Sibbald has found 
Business Gateway’s help 
essential to her growth  
plans for the business.

Nine years ago, we assisted Simone 
to source the employment grant that 
helped her to hire her first member 
of sta�. More recently, we delivered 

the strategy development 
programme that helped 
transform the company’s 
fortunes and paved the 
way to a £1 million contract 

with a global food firm.

Simone Hart Sibbald 
Managing Director, 
Perfect Service Solutions

Business Gateway’s 
advisers have 
gone above 
and beyond.

• 1 to 1 business support

• Strategy development 

• Sources of funding 

• Networking opportunities 

A MAN was trapped under a car 
and van at the hospital in Oban, 
because a van driver failed to set 
the handbrake.

The man, who was working 
washing a hospital-owned car, 
had broken bones, cuts and was 
badly bruised and is still off 
work, Oban Sheriff Court heard 
on Tuesday.

Michael George Heath, aged 
56, of 13 Lora View, North Con-
nel, admitted driving without 
due care and attention by failing 
to properly set the handbrake 
on a van he parked in the rear 

service yard of Lorn and Islands 
District General Hospital on Oc-
tober 7 last year; the van rolled 
downhill, collided with a car so 
that a man was knocked over and 
pinned underneath.

The court heard that Heath 
worked for Argyll and Bute Care 
and Repair and was visiting the 
hospital for work.

‘There is a degree of gradient 
between where he parked and 
where the complainer was wash-
ing the car,’ said Eoin McGinty, 
procurator fiscal.

Almost immediately the van 

began to roll and hit the car, a 
distance of 16 metres. The man 
was at the front of the Vauxhall 
Corsa and did not see or hear it 
approach.

‘The car ran over him and came 
to a stop with his entire torso 
under the vehicle,’ said the fiscal.

People ran to help: ‘One at-
tempted to get into the van which 
was locked and smashed a win-
dow. He saw that the handbrake 
was off.’

The injured man had broken 
collar bones and an ankle, cuts 
to his head and ‘significant 

bruising’. When interviewed by 
police Heath said he usually left 
the van with its handbrake on 
and in gear.

Heath’s defence agent, Laura 
McManus, said: ‘He is profound-
ly sorry for the effect this had [for 
the injured man] who is a former 
colleague.’

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
fined him £500 and ordered six 
penalty points be added to his 
driving licence.

‘This is an unfortunate situa-
tion with pretty profound conse-
quences,’ sad the sheriff.

OBAN Friendship Club held 
an indoor street party for Her 
Majesty the Queen’s 90th birth-
day last Thursday April 21. 

The club decked the Free 
High Church Hall, where it 
meets fortnightly, in Union 
Jack flags and tablecloths and 
the Queen’s nine decades 
were recalled with displays of 

memorabilia, photographs and 
cuttings. 

Around 48 members and 
friends were then surprised 
by the arrival of  ‘HM The 
Queen’ – aka club member 
Jenny McEvoy attired with hat 
and handbag. 

Chairman Richard Jackson, 
a volunteer driver, introduced 

a programme of birthday 
speeches from Jean Summers, 
Margaret MacLachlan, Lily 
MacDonald and Helen Jackson 
then a sing-along led by Rever-
end Dugald Cameron.

A tea party followed, com-
plete with EIIR cupcakes, 
bringing an end to a most 
enjoyable afternoon.

Driver fi ned after former colleague 
injured due to failure to set handbrake

Friends celebrate Queen’s 90th birthday

www.facebook.com/obantimes

TIMESLINE

THE SEARCH is on for a new 
youth convener to champion 
the cause of young people in 
the Highlands.

Applicants should have an 
awareness of issues a� ecting 
young people and an ability 
to represent their views. 

There will be an annual 
bursary of £14,430 for the 
position. 

The closing date for 
applications is Friday May 6.

MOUNTING litter outside 
the Lochyside house of the late 
Charles Kennedy has sparked 
an outcry from disgusted 
residents.

A vast amount of litter has 
been seen in the garden of 
the late MP’s house, but the 
problem is growing throughout 
the area, with many other 
residents affected by rubbish 
in their gardens.

With regards to the litter 
at Mr Kennedy’s house, 
one neighbour spoke of her 

VOLUNTEERS from Kyle 
of Lochalsh lifeboat sta-
tion welcomed Jack Lowe, 
photographer and life-long 
enthusiast of the RNLI, 
recently as part of his ambi-
tious project to visit all 237 
RNLI stations.

Grandson of Dad’s Army 
actor Arthur Lowe, Jack has 
admired the RNLI since he 
was a little boy and says the 
project allows him to ‘follow 
his heart’.

Speaking ahead of his visit 
to Scotland, Jack said: ‘This 
will be mission nine of the 
project, taking in a section 
of the west coast, including a 
couple of the islands. 

‘It will see me visiting and 
photographing Oban, Tober-
mory, Mallaig, Portree, Kyle 
of Lochalsh and Helensburgh 
lifeboat stations.’

Mr Lowe has been a lifelong 
supporter of the charity, join-
ing Storm Force, the RNLI’s 
club for children, at the age 
of eight and raising more 
than £6,000 for charity by 
completing the Great North 
Run three years in a row. 

Jack began the first leg of his 
Scottish mission on April 15 
when he visited Oban RNLI 
Lifeboat Station, the 50th 
stop on his tour. This was fol-
lowed by visits to Tobermory 
on April 16, Mallaig on April 
20, Portree on April 23 and 
Helensburgh yesterday (April 
27).

As well as visiting all RNLI 
lifeboat stations, Mr Lowe 
has been photographing the 
breath-taking views from 
each station along with the 
crew members.

One of the Kyle of Lochalsh 
crew, Andrew MacDonald, 
said: ‘We can’t wait to see the 
images.’

Jack will return to Scotland 
in June when he will be head-
ing to RNLI lifeboat stations 
in the far north east, includ-
ing Shetland and Orkney.

PLANS to build a KFC fast food 
branch in Fort William have 
been dropped.

The town’s old North Road 
garden centre had been 
secured as the site for the fast 
food chain almost two years 
ago. 

But KFC said last week that 
Fort William will no longer be 
home to one of its restaurants.

KFC drops plans 
for Fort outlet 

Search on for new 
youth convener 

Lochyside litter problem 
sparks residents’ outcry  
ELLIE FORBES
fort@obantimes.co.uk

shock when she saw the mess 
in the garden, saying it was 
‘disrespectful’ to his memory.

The Oban Times spoke to a 
number of local residents who 
voiced their concern over the 
growing litter issue in the area. 

Many believe the problem 
is being caused by school 
children discarding rubbish 
as they walk to and from 
Lochaber High School. 

Lochyside resident Jennifer 
Thomas said: ‘Every day I have 
to pick litter out of my garden. 
The school kids walk past and 
throw crisp packets and empty 
juice bottles into my garden.’

Jim Sutherland, head teacher 

at Lochaber High School said: 
‘Litter is an ongoing issue 
for us, as it is for the whole 
community. We encourage our 
young people to be responsible 
citizens and most of them are, 
most of the time. Certainly 
bins around the school are 
filled and have to be emptied 
every day.

‘However, with around 1,000 
people on campus each day, 
it doesn’t take long for a few 
irresponsible individuals to 
make a mess.

‘We have an educational 
role in encouraging young 
people to dispose of their 
litter responsibly and we’re 

happy to work with Highland 
Council which provides bins 
and collects rubbish, and the 
vendors who supply goods 
to our pupils, to improve the 
situation.’

But rubbish from school 
children was not the only thing 
to be found in Mr Kennedy’s 
garden; dog waste bags were 
scattered throughout – a 
problem shared with many 
Lochyside residents.

Mrs Thomas told The Oban 
Times: ‘I watch people let their 
dogs do the toilet right outside 
my house and just leave it there 
for me to pick up and throw 
away.’

Talking about the litter 
problem, Councillor Bill Clark, 
for Caol and Mallaig said: ‘It 
may be that on some occasions 
children from the high school 
are at fault, but a huge part of 
the litter problem is adults.

‘They too have a responsibility 
to put their litter in bins. How 
can we educate children when 
adults are dropping litter too?

‘We require not only to 
educate our children but our 
adults who drop litter too. 

‘The litter problem is costing 
the council a great deal of 
money and unless we resolve 
the litter problem, money will 
continue to be spent on this.’

Lifeboat 
station the 
focus of 
special visit

KINLOCHLEVEN High 
School pupils shone bright-
ly this week after winning 
four awards in the UK Rock 
Challenge competition.

The school won a number 
of awards last Thursday: 
Highland Alcohol and 
Drugs Partnership award 
for excellence for concept; 
Be Your Best Foundation 
Award for student lead-
ership; Safer Highland 
Award for achievement in 
substance awareness; and 
Be Your Best Foundation 
Award for healthy lifestyle.

The pupils’ dance perfor-
mance of Snow White and 
the Princess was based on 
the concept of equality and 
acceptance for everyone.

The performance featured 
Snow White being poisoned 
by the Evil Queen’s apple, 
as in the original story, but 
this time the prince was 
unable to awaken her. It 
was the princess who came 
to the rescue in the school’s 
adaptation.

Head teacher Rebecca 

Machin said: ‘The issue of 
acceptance and equality is 
something the school has 
been working on.’

The pupils had been plan-
ning, preparing and practis-
ing their performance since 
January and also worked 
backstage. 

A set of theatre flats was 
designed and built by two 
practical woodwork pupils, 
which earned them a unit of 
the National Certificate in 
Technical theatre.

Daniel McCready of UK 
Rock Challenge tweeted 
about the school’s perfor-
mance saying: ‘My favourite 
concept of the year so far. 
Brave, mature and a serious 
message performed with a 
sense of humour. Loved it!’   

Ms Machin said: ‘This 
is the first time the school 
has done anything like this. 
To have our small school 
recognised shows the dedi-
cation of our pupils. 

‘The show was absolutely 
amazing and the whole 
school is buzzing.’

Survey help with 
digital marketing 

Holly Baldwin, S2, who played the Evil Queen step mother, 
with Brittany Fordham, S6, as Snow White.

TOURISM providers in Lo-
chaber are being invited to 
complete an online survey to 
establish how they can make 
the best use of digital market-
ing to promote their business.

Starting in May, Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce will be 
emailing the survey directly 
to a list of providers, along 
with Area Tourism Marketing 
Groups, who will then forward 
it to smaller businesses on their 
membership list. 

Results will be compiled to 
make a ‘digital plan’ of work-
shops and one-to-one sessions, 
targeted speci� cally at the 
needs of Lochaber businesses. 

Lochaber Chamber of Com-
merce Chief Executive, Lesley 
Ben� eld said: ‘‘This will be 
extremely bene� cial, especially 
to areas such as Lochaber.’

RESIDENTS have been taking to 
social media to complain about a 
lack of information concerning the 
Corran ferry being cancelled for 
several hours on Sunday.

The main ferry had an electrical 
fault and the alternative vessel is 
currently undergoing a refit. As 
a result, the service was forced to 
stop.

One concerned local posted 
the following on the Lochaline 
Facebook group: ‘Corran Ferry off 
indefinitely, as of 24/4. No notifica-
tion by Highland Council. 

‘No notice in Fort William. No 
notification at Nether Lochaber. 
No staff on hand to explain.’ 

A Highland Council spokesper-
son said: ‘Following the breakdown 
of the MV Corran Ferry on Sunday, 
a request was raised for the variable 
road signs on the A82 trunk road to 
display that the ferry was off and to 
manually switch on the sign at the 
Salen junction. 

‘Nevis Radio and Citylink were 
also informed.’ 

Another person commented on 
Facebook: ‘Very poor that they 
don’t have any notices at the two 
embarkation points though when 
this sort of thing happens.’

Fury at ferry 
cancellation

High school pupils rise 
to stage show challenge

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Press policy Your letters
WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing ed-
itor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to 
print them. Names and 

postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or 
those supplied without a 

contact telephone number 
will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

BHA MI FHÌN is mo charaid Iain 
MacLeòid gu bhith a’ cur buntàta 
madainn Dhisathairne, beagan 
nas anmoiche sa bhliadhna na tha 
mar chleachdadh againn ach tha an 
talamh air a bhith cho fliuch agus an 
aimsir a’ cumail cho fuar. Chan eil 
Iain a’ fuireach ach mu cheithir mìle 
bhuam agus uair a thìde mun àm san 
robh sinn dol a choinneachadh air an 
raon dh’fhòn e a ràdh gun robh fras 
throm shneachda aca! Cha robh dad 
far an robh mise, gu dearbh ‘s ann 
a bha sinne a’ faicinn deàlraidhean 
beaga grèine a’ feuchainn ri briseadh 
tro na neòil. Cha robh roghainn ach 
fuireach feuch an togadh an latha air 
agus fhad ’s a bha mi a’ feitheamh bha 
mi a’ cuimhneachadh air làithean m’ 
òige agus othail àm cur  buntàta is 
eile.

Cha robh guth an uairsin air dol gu 
ruige bùth a cheannach shìol-cura, 
bha daoine a’ gleidheadh nan grìlea-
gan bhuntàta gu cùramach airson an 
cur.  ‘S iomadh uair a thìde a chaith mi 
cuide ri mo sheanair a’ dol tron tòrr 
bhuntàta deireadh a’ gheamhraidh a’ 

togail às feadhainn a bha dona agus 
a’ cur mu seach shìol-cura.   Bhithte 
cuideachd a’ briseadh nam bachla-
gan far an fheadhainn a bu mhotha 
a bha gan gleidheadh airson an ithe. 

Nuair a bha each againn,  bhithea-
maid a’ cur às dèidh a’ chruinn agus 
aig amannan bhiodh buntàta agus 
todhar a’ dol ann an sgrìoban mu 
seach.  Nuair a bhiodh feamainn ga 
cleachdadh bhiodh sin ga sgaoileadh 
toiseach a’ gheamhraidh agus na 
corran gan ràcadh is gan losgadh toi-
seach an earraich. ‘S e todhar cum-
hachdach a th’ anns an fheamainn, 
dh’fhàgadh i fiù ’s talamh làidir 
pronn agus bha cuid a’ creidsinn 
gu làidir gur i a b’ fheàrr airson a’ 
bhuntàta thioram. Bhiodh mo shea-
nair agus mòran de chomhaoisean 
ag altram siol-cura agus a’ leigeil 
le bachlag fàs air mun cuireadh iad 
gach slis gu faiceallach le putair. 
Bhiodh todhar ga shlaodadh chun 
an lios ann an cliabh sa gheamhradh, 
agus rachadh a h-uile òirleach a 
ruamhair gu mionaideach toiseach 
an earraich ach am biodh e deiseil 

airson a chur. Dh’atharraich mòran 
de na cleachdaidhean a thaobh cur 
agus buain nuair a thàinig an tractar 
agus gun teagamh sam bith cha robh 
goireas riamh air cruit a thug uimhir 
den eallach obrach far nan daoine. 

Tha mi cuimhneachadh le cianalas 
nuair a bha mi glè òg a bhith a’ 
coimhead Fergie beag glas le Bòrd 
an Fhearainn a’ treabhadh anns a’ 
bhaile againn, an speur geal le fao-
ileagan a’ leantainn a’ chruinn agus 
fàileadh cùbhraidh a’ phaireafain 
a’ tighinn gum chuinneanan air a’ 
ghaoith!   

SPRING time brings happy memo-
ries of childhood in a bustling croft-
ing community, which is now sadly so 
much quieter and so different. 

I nostalgically recall as an infant 
watching a Board of Agriculture grey 
Fergie ploughing on a neighbouring 
croft, the sky above white with gulls, 
and the distinctive aroma of paraffin 
wafting on the breeze.  

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Kanye West Coast
THE WEST Highland Free Press 
(WHFP) grabbed the attention of 
the online community last week 
when it reported the visit to Skye of 
Kanye West to film his latest music 
video.

Kanye West – no relation of Tiree 
band, Trail – is one of the world’s 
foremost rappers and is married to 
Kim Kardashian, one of the world’s 
most famous socialites.

This didn’t faze the WHFP, howev-
er, whose article was little more than 
a dozen lines in length and had the 
rather modest headline ‘American 
man visits Skye’.

The people of the Highlands’ rath-
er indifferent attitude to Holywood 
hitting the west coast was epitomised 
for me in a similarly funny experience 
outside the Park Bar in Glasgow last 
weekend. 

I had just finished playing and was 
taking my gear out of the pub when I 
heard a conversation between two of 
my friends about acquaintances they 
shared from the island of Mull. 

I carried on walking, loaded 
some gear and, on returning, the 
conversation had changed entirely to 
discussing the article in the WHFP. 

‘Who are the Kardashians?’ asked 
one gentleman. 

‘You don’t know who the Kardashi-
ans are?’ said a shocked girl, who 
clearly had a greater awareness of 
pop culture. 

The reply was priceless. ‘Give me a 
clue. 

‘Are they from Tobermory or the 
south end?’

Glasgow Skye ceilidhs
MEMBERS of the Glasgow Skye 
Association have been having a 
whale of a time all over Skye recently. 

Starting on Wednesday April 20, 
they staged ceilidhs throughout the 
island every night right through until 
the Saturday: in Kilmuir Village 
Hall, Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, Dunvegan 
Hall and the Aros Centre. 

Last year, of course, the association 
celebrated its 150th anniversary in 
Glasgow, and the line-up for the re-
cent ceilidhs in Skye included many 
of the artists who had performed at 
the anniversary concert in Decem-
ber. 

Clydebank donation 
AS A RESULT of its recent ceilidh, 
which I wrote about over the last 
couple of weeks, the Clydebank 
Highlanders have donated £1,000 to 
Erskine Hospital for army veterans.

This is a wonderful donation and a 
result of the generosity of everyone 
who supported the event.

What’s on 
Friday April 29: Glasgow Uist and 
Barra Association ceilidh dance, 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street. 
Friday April 29: An evening with 
Stirling Gaelic Choir. 7.30pm, Vic-
toria Hall, Dunblane. Tickets £8/£6. 
Saturday April 30: Glasgow Skye 
Association Annual Spring Concert 
(Wee Skye), Crawford Hall.
Tuesday May 10: Glasgow Lewis and 
Harris Association annual general 
meeting, An Leanag. 
Thursday May 12: Glasgow Suth-
erland Association annual general 
meeting, 7.30pm, Buffs Club, 937 
Dumbarton Road, Glasgow.
Wednesday June 1: Mull and Iona 
Association annual general meet-
ing, An Leanag, Mansfield Street, 
7.30pm.

Pub scene
Park Bar: Friday April 29 - Eriskay 
Lilt. Saturday April 30 - Dùn Mòr. 
Sunday May 1 - Dùn Mòr. Islay 
Inn: Friday April 29 - Deep River. 
Saturday April 30 - The Raggaels. 
Wednesday May 4 - quiz night.

Make sure trees in 
Oban are preserved 
Sir,
Unlike many towns, the one thing 
Oban has in abundance is trees.

They add a real beauty to the 
place and if you think of any photo 
looking inland from the harbour, the 
one thing that frames the fantastic 
old buildings is the greenery that 
surrounds them.

What many people may not know is 
that certain areas of town have a tree 
preservation order (TPO) placed 
upon them. These orders are put in 
place to give the trees a level of pro-
tection as they might provide cover 
for local wildlife, are historically 
important or simply contribute to the 
setting they are growing in.

A tree preservation order not only 
protects trees for future generations, 
but also protects them from people 
who don’t care and are determined 
to cut them down just for the sake of 
cutting them.

This has been happening a lot 
recently on the land in and around 
the site of Oban’s former County 
Hospital; land that is supposedly 
protected.

From the area around Ben-
voulin Gardens to the slope at 
the top of Hazeldean Crescent, 
people have been cutting down 
trees they have no right to cut.
Some have even swapped chainsaws 
for woodsaws so as not to be heard. 
I’ve seen them.

If you see anyone cutting a tree 
down in these areas, or anywhere 
else, they might be doing it illegally. 

An internet search for ‘Oban TPO’ 
will take you immediately to a map 
on the Argyll and Bute Council 
website, which will show where is 
protected.

This week’s � ashback photograph comes from the � les of The Oban Times.  In July 2006, Oban Bay Hotel and Spa 
sponsored Lochaber Schools Pipe Band to the tune of £2,500. Gratefully receiving the cheque, left to right, Kathleen 
Cameron, Jaimi Lea Logan, Carolyn McKee and Naomi MacKay with Donald Macleod general manager of the hotel and 
Margaret McMaster. Digital versions of � ashback photos for The Oban Times can be sent to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or prints sent to the editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a print returned should 
include a stamped-addressed envelope.   

Don’t be afraid to report anyone 
you think might be cutting trees 
illegally, otherwise we might soon 
find ourselves without the trees that 
we’ve all been taking for granted.

Andy Elkerton.

Islanders’ claim they 
could see in the dark 
Sir,
Last week’s ‘Morvern Lines’ about St 
Kilda reminded me of a story told by 
a friend, the late Angus MacIntyre.

He was a young lad in Oban at the 
time of the evacuation.

A group of islanders were staying 
briefly in the Mart Hotel - now 
part of Tesco car park - enroute to 
Glasgow.  

Angus met some of them in Ste-
venson Street and they asked him for 
directions to the hotel.

He obliged, they thanked him and 
then one man said:  ‘If they turned 
off these street lights we would see 
where we were going!’

Your paper also mentioned the 
Kerrera drugs trial.

In press reports from the Old 
Bailey, a Kerrera resident was said 
to have told the court: ‘My wife and 
I were wakened in the middle of the 
night by police and Customs men 
breaking down our front door.’ 

Then he added: ‘The back door was 
open!’

Duncan Johnston, Oban.

Disband committee 
on climate change
Sir,
In 2014 it was discovered that the UK 
government was planning to phase 
out the use of gas for both cooking 
and heating our homes.

Days gone by 

Oban hotel backs Lochaber Schools 
Pipe Band to the tune of £2,500

Forty years ago: Anyone recognise themselves from this group of children cheering on their school team mates at the 
Lochaweside schools sports day in June 1976? The pupils of the schools at Dalavich, Ardchonnel and Kilchrenan all 
joined forces to compete. Today only one of the schools remains open. 

Lochaweside school sports day 1976

All had gone quiet until recently 
when the Committee on Climate 
Change looked at ways to comply 
with the Climate Change Act 2008 
and decarbonise the UK economy 
despite the rest of the world burning 
fossil fuels.

Ofgem paid £300,000 for a study 
suggesting that, instead of cooking 
and heating with CO2-emitting 
natural gas, the UK should switch to 
carbon-free hydrogen.

The committee was so ecstatic it 
wanted to do a pilot scheme in Leeds 
involving 320,000 homes but belat-
edly realised the cost of £2 billion.

Molecules of hydrogen are so tiny 
they would escape through any min-
ute crack in the gas mains.

Any schoolboy knows that hydro-
gen is highly inflammable - but not 
this committee.

The Climate Change Act 2008, 
which spawned all this and similar 
nonsense, must be repealed and 
the Committee on Climate Change 
disbanded since its highly-paid mem-
bers are incompetent and technically 
illiterate.

Clark Cross, Linlithgow.

Giant tower teacake 
the way forward? 
Sir,
It is with some regret I note the 
closure of a quality Scottish retailer 
in Oban. 

I refer, of course, to McEwans on 
George Street. 

On the subject of Scottish business, 
I wonder if Tunnocks could build a 
giant tea cake on top of McCaigs 
Tower? 

This would give some revenue to 
Argyll and Bute Council, as well as 
being a tourist attraction.

Johnny T.

Following the recent news that the council plans 
to sell or lease the land it owns at Ganavan, the 
subject has been the talk of the town.

And at this week’s meeting of Oban Community 
Council, Councillor Roddy McCuish appealed to 
people of Oban and surrounding areas to have their 
say about what they want the council to do.

A meeting is yet to be arranged, but with many in the 
community unhappy about the situation, it is impor-
tant that people ensure their voice is heard, because if 

the land is sold, it will be lost to the community.

AT 11AM next Tuesday, supporters of Billy Irving will 
gather in Argyll Square, Oban, to show their support 
for the Connel father who was jailed in India in Jan-
uary on firearms charges after he and his colleagues 
were arrested on the anti-piracy ship MV Seaman 
Guard Ohio in 2013. 

Join us to hear campaign members speaking about 
Mr Irving’s plight.
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NA H-EILEANAN an Iar SNP MP Angus Mac-
Neil this week demanded the UK Government 
publish the finding of the Chilcot Inquiry.

The long-awaited report into the Iraq War is ex-
pected to be published on May 2, but it has been 
delayed on multiple occasions since the inquiry 
began six years ago.

A backbench debate took place on Thursday 
April 14 in the House of Commons, which was 
led by Conservative MP David Davis and Mr 
MacNeil. The SNP’s Deputy Foreign Affairs 
spokesperson and Labour MP Paul Flynn also 
co-sponsored the debate.

In his speech to Parliament, Mr MacNeil said:  
‘People have waited far too long for this report 
and further delays are only adding to the pain of 
the families who are looking for closure. Delays 
also add to the ever-increasing time during which 
we have failed to learn the lessons of Iraq.’

Delays in the report’s publication have come 
under criticism from the families of those killed 
in the war. Mr MacNeil said: ‘The Iraq war cost 
179 UK lives. That does not take into account 
those who were wounded in body or mind, or 
the knock-on effects on families, loved ones, and 

those dealing with people wounded in body or 
mind. The war has taken a toll on people in the 
UK, and it has cost the lives of 4,800 allied sol-
diers. Sadly, those figures, terrible as they are, are 
dwarfed by civilian casualties in Iraq. The lowest 
estimate is 134,000, but the number is possibly 
four times higher than that.’

Mr MacNeil stressed the importance of the 
report, saying that it was time for Britain ‘to face 
up to what was done’.

Speaking after last week’s debate, Mr MacNeil 
told The Oban Times he felt the debate ‘went well 
and unopposed’.

He said: ‘This report has taken longer than 
World War Two to be published. We have heard 
enough promises from the government. It’s now 
time to honour survivors of the war and the fami-
lies of those who died.’

Mr MacNeil hopes the government will keep its 
pledge to have the report out the week beginning 
May 2: ‘We are looking for the Government to 
keep its promise and for John Chilcot to keep his. 
The families certainly deserve that.

‘We have had excuse after excuse and now it’s 
time to deliver.’

GLENCOE Mountain Resort 
continues to enjoy excellent 
ski-ing conditions but may 
be forced to close if skiers 
stay o�  the slopes.

The snow is as deep on the 
upper mountain as it has 
been all season after further 
snowfall last weekend.

Owner Andy Meldrum said: 
‘Despite the amazing ski-ing, 
numbers on the mountain 
have dropped as customers 
pack the skis away and get 
the golf clubs and tennis 
rackets out. We plan to say 
open daily until May 2 but 
after that, unless numbers 
pick up we will be forced to 
close with many runs on the 
mountain still open.’

MEMBERS of the public were given a 
chance to question the candidates for 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber in the upcom-
ing Scottish Parliamentary election at a 
pre-election debate organised by Loch-
aber Chamber of Commerce.

All parties were represented at the 
debate, held in Lochaber High School on 
Tuesday April 20. 

Present were: Kate Forbes (Scottish 
National Party), Angela MacLean (Scot-
tish Liberal Democrats), Anne Thomas 
(Scottish Green Party), Linda Stewart 
(Scottish Labour) and Jamie MacGrigor, 
who was standing in for the Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party’s candi-
date Robbie Monroe who was unable to 
attend.

The candidates, chaired by Laurence 
Young, answered a wide variety of ques-
tions raised by the public. 

Scotland’s new tax powers were brought 

up, with the candidates being asked how 
their parties would use these new powers, 
and which party or parties would raise 
taxes, and how they would do so, if they 
were in power from May 6. Business tax 
rates were also covered.

Also discussed was the ongoing human-
itarian crisis in the Middle East and the 
candidates were asked how many refu-
gees the Highlands should be accepting 
from the affected areas.

Councillor Brian Murphy expressed his 
concerns over the possibility of the Rio 
Tinto aluminium smelter closing, and 
the associated loss of approximately 150 
direct jobs and up to 300 additional jobs 
which would be heavily affected.

He asked the candidates if they had 
economic strategies planned to ensure 
the continuation of the smelter.

The major on-going issue of centralisa-
tion and the increasing difficulties faced 

by councils to act in ways to benefit local 
areas was discussed and the question of 
forming a West Highland council was 
debated. 

The concept of ‘double devolution’ was 
mentioned and following on from this, a 
discussion about the practicality of hav-
ing regular referendums on major issues, 
as part of a grassroots style of democracy, 
as in Sweden, was debated. The recently 
announced Inverness City Region Deal 
was also discussed.

Funding for education was another 
major topic up for debate, with questions 
being raised about how the parties would 
support and invest in further and higher 
education as well as in early years educa-
tion facilities and schools.

Land Reform was talked about, with 
emphasis on what parties intended to do 
to ensure complete openness about land 
ownership in Scotland. 

SINCE American reality 
TV star Caitlyn Jenner first 
revealed her identity as a trans 
woman in April 2015, the 
rights of transgender people 
have arguably never been 
discussed more openly.

Following a recent Edin-
burgh hustings event about 
lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, trans 
gender and i ntersex (LGBTI) 
issues with the leaders of 
Scotland’s five main political 
parties, The Oban Times spoke 
to Lochaber-based transgen-
der woman Sarah Yann Fanet 
about her life and journey 
towards happiness and accept-
ance in the Highlands.

Originally from France, the 
46-year-old tour guide and 
musician moved to Kinlochlev-
en 15 months ago from the 

Sarah welcomed into Lochaber 
as she searches for new identity 

Candidates quizzed by the public

MP demands Iraq war 
fi ndings are published 

Shoplifters target 
two Fort stores 
POLICE in Fort William are 
investigating a number of 
shoplifting incidents.

Suspects have entered 
Superdrug on the High Street, 
and Spar on Grange Road and, 
along with others, stolen items 
of considerable value.

In particular, police want to 
identify a female in her mid to 
late 40s with short blonde hair. 

If anyone was in the Spar, 
Grange Road, on April 21 
around 8.45pm or Superdrug 
on March 30 around 10am and 
have any information as to the 
identity of this female, they 
should call 101.

south of England to start a new 
life. Diagnosed with gender 
dysmorphia, Sarah is now 
under-going gender re-assign-
ment treatment. 

The process has been physi-
cally gruelling and emotionally 
painful and an inability of 
family members to come to 
terms with her new identity was 
partly behind Sarah’s decision 
to uproot to Lochaber.

She explained: ‘I love the 
Highlands, I love the culture 
and I love the music. 

‘It felt like home and I knew 
the area because I’ve visited 
on a regular basis for the last 
20 years. I’ve always found 
the people here have a strong 
sense of equality.’ 

As such, fitting in has not 
been a problem: ‘You’re less 

like to suffer from physical 
assault around here but you 
won’t find the support groups 
and people are not quite as 
educated on the issue. But you 
won’t find the extreme behav-
iour you will find in bigger 
cities.’

She added: ‘Because Kin-
lochleven is a small commu-
nity, they welcomed me very 
quickly. I’ve found that people 
don’t ask questions and accept 
me as Sarah. As long as you get 
involved, they’re happy.’

News of the SNP’s Scottish 
election commitment to reform 
gender equality legislation is 
welcome, according to Sarah, 
who is involved in local politics 
and LGBTI activism. 

‘When you look at the 
progress we’ve made in terms 

of trans issues, it’s only the 
beginning. It’s very much in-
grained in our culture that you 
are male or female and that’s 
it. So it’s new to the general 
public and it’s going to take 
some time.

‘Scotland is a forward-look-
ing country and has led the 
way in terms of LGBTI rights 
in the UK. It’s not there yet, 
but new legislation could mean 
I can apply for a passport, 
driving licence and national 
insurance number without 
needing a doctor to say that I 
am female.’

A Scottish and Irish folk-in-
spired musician, Sarah has 
issued two albums and record-
ed at Watercolour Music, the 
Ardgour studio owned and run 
by producer and songwriter 

Nick Turner and musician 
and broadcaster Mary Ann 
Kennedy. 

When circumstances allow, 
Sarah has plans to play more 
music and record another 
album. Previous work has been 
based on words by the Irish 
poet WB Yeats but inspiration 
for her next project is likely 
to come from much closer to 
home.

‘When I was gigging in Kin-
lochleven recently, I actually 
performed a new song about 
arriving here and starting a 
new life,’ Sarah explained. 
‘When I come to record the 
new album I’d like it to be 
about this area. I’d like to ded-
icate it to this part of the world 
which has been my refuge and 
which is now my new home.’

A group of Lochaber cyclists has raised £1,000 after taking part in a charity bike ride. Paramedic and 
event organiser Alyson Stewart from Lochyside put on the ‘bras and bike’ event on April 22 in aid 
of the Genesis Research Trust. The event saw 11 women and one man cycle along the Caledonian 

Canal, from Banavie to Gairlochy and back, in decorated bras.  Ms Stewart has already raised more 
than £50,000 for the charity, which helps to research causes and cures for conditions which e� ect 

the health of women and babies. 

JACOBITE  re-enactors gathered this 
week to support crucial restoration to 
Glenfinnan’s landmark monument.

Re-enactors Russell Middelton, James 
Thompson-Slaven and Thomas Grooms 
joined  property manager Teeny Nielsen 
and retail assistant William MacLean to 
defend refurbishment of the monument.

The landmark, which attracts visitors 
from around the world, is currently 
closed as a result of  a £170,000 project, 
which will see a new system put in place 
to monitor movement of the Lochaber 
tourist attraction. 

Surveys by the National Trust for Scot-
land show that the monument currently 
leans by about 260 millimetres to west. 

New equipment to aid the conservation 
charity in monitoring the movement of 
the tower is also being installed as part 
of the project.

Masonry and Lime, of Elgin, are also  
making repairs to the tourist attraction, 
which will see the installation of a new 
handrail to help visitors climb the 62 
steps to the top of the monument.

The monument is not to re-open until 
the end of July, but visitors can still see 

what the structure looks like, thanks to 
a display of photographs of the tower in 
the visitor centre.

Ms Neilsen said: ‘The Glenfinnan 
Monument is one of Scotland’s most 
photographed locations, and after 200 
years in this exposed location, it’s in 
need of some tender loving care to make 
sure it still stands tall for generations to 
come.’

She added that entry to the Jacobite 
exhibition in the visitor centre would be 
free of charge this year, because of the 
on-going work.

Sarah Yann Fanet.

THERE has been an increase 
in noise complaints to Loch-
aber police.  

Members of the public 
are urged keep noise to a 
minimum if they are having 
a party.

A CAR was vandalised in the 
Broom Drive/Fern Court area 
of Caol, Fort William, sometime 
between April 21 and 22. 

Police are asking anyone with 
information to come forward.

Noise complaints 
to police increase 

Appeal after Caol 
car is vandalised 

Skiers drifting o�  
Glencoe slopes

Pedal power boosts health charity coffers

The candidates and event chairman Laurence Young at the pre-election debate in Lochaber High School.

Glenfi nnan Monument work under way
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Across

1 Delighted (7)

5 Heated place of relaxation (5)

8 Incorrectness (13)

9 Carry heavy load (3)

10 Used to settle a do (4,5)

12 Set aflame (6)

13 Burrowing rodent we hear runs errands (6)

15 One who studies the science of matter (9)

16 Pull (3)

18 Whereby you pay less to the government 
(3-10)

20 Woodland deity (5)

21 Full (7)

Down

1 Small bottle (5)

2 Where to leave in a hurry (9,4)

3 Long lines of pasta (9)

4 Minutiae (6)

5 Rest... (3)

6 ...with legs below here (5-3-5)

7 Examiner (7)

11 Fielding position (5-4)

12 Momentum (7)

14 American hard stuff (6)

17 Place indicated (5)

19 Ring bearer? (3)
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John Dory is one of 
Paul’s favourite � sh. We 
recommend asking your 
� shmonger to � llet it for 
you.

Ingredients:
• 4 Fillets of John Dory 
(135g Each) Skinned
• Rapeseed Oil
• 12 Baby Leeks
• 20 Young Wild Garlic 
Leaves
• Hebridean Sea Salt
• 1 banana shallot (fi nely 
chopped)
• 2 tsp Wholegrain mus-
tard
• 4 tsp white wine vinegar
• 300ml rapeseed oil
• 110g cooked brown 
shrimp
• 3 tsp chopped chives
• 3tsp baby capers

Method:
Wash the leeks and wild 
garlic removing any sand 
or grit. Brush the leeks 
with rapeseed oil and 
season with sea salt. Heat 
a griddle pan over a high 
heat and add the leeks 
– after one minute, add 
the garlic. Cook for one 
minute until it has wilted 
down. Keep warm.
Making the whole grain 

mustard dressing:
Put the shallot, mustard 
and vinegar in a bowl. 
Whisk together for one 
minute, then slowly 
add the rapeseed oil, 
whisking until it is all in-
corporated. Season with 
sea salt and black pepper.
Warm the dressing in a 
pan without letting it 
get too hot. Then add 
the shrimp, capers and 
chives. Keep warm.
Heat a large non-stick 
frying pan over a medi-
um heat and add a little 
rapeseed oil. Season the 
fi sh with sea salt. Once 
the oil is hot, carefully 
add the fi sh to the pan 
skinned side up, cook for 
around two minutes until 
the underside turns dark 
golden. Carefully turn the 
fi sh over, take the pan off  
the heat. Residual heat 
will fi nish cooking the 
� sh.
Plating: Divide the warm 
leeks (they should still 
be warm) and wild garlic 
between four plates. 
Lay the John Dory over 
the leeks and fi nish with 
dressing. Serve with 
warm buttered new 
potatoes.

The only Michelin-starred restaurant in Argyll, 
the Isle of Eriska Hotel and Spa off ers superb 
tastes, matched with a luxurious setting and 
attentive service. The Hotel Restaurant has 
garnered a plethora of awards, from the ‘Taste of 
Scotland’ to ‘Hotel Restaurant of the Year’.

Chef Paul Leonard sources the best Scottish 
produce, with many ingredients from the hotel’s 
garden. The menu changes daily, with a dish for 
every taste, including meat lovers, � sh lovers 
and vegetarians. Think hand-dived Orkney 
scallops, rump of Perthshire hogget and pot 
roast caulifl ower – all using the freshest, highest 
quality ingredients.

To accompany your meal, the wine list is care-
fully chosen for variety and value. 

Dessert is a treat, and their Farmhouse Cheese 
Trolley is a guest favourite, featuring up to 40 
quality British cheeses and accompaniments. 

Alternatively, the Deck Restaurant at the Spa, 
a simple, brassiere-style menu is on off er, using 
local produce in a relaxed setting, open from 
12.30pm to 6.30pm daily.

Isle of Eriska Hotel Restaurant is open for 
evening meals, subject to availability, booking 
is required. Visit eriska-hotel.co.uk or ring 01631 
720 371.

Food  DrinkFood  Drink&
brought to you by

Isle of Eriska Hotel

If you would like to advertise in 
The Oban Times Food and Drink section, 

please call

01631 568000

In this series, The Oban Times’ resident Bodach (Gaelic: old man and, by experience, 
often a storyteller) looks through archive material for articles and pictures that preserve 
moments from the past. There is always a back story – and sometimes a future one. Bodach

Get in touch with your stories at bodach@obantimes.co.uk

THE SUMMERTIME pro-
gramme for 1966 included 
showings of classics The Wizard 
of Oz and Tom Thumb. Oban 
is indeed fortunate to have 
a resource like the Phoenix 
Cinema, especially since it was 
closed for a number of years and 
movie-going townspeople had to 
journey to Fort William, Camp-
beltown, Clydebank or Glasgow. 
The West of Scotland has a long 
history of cinema – most towns 
having a picture house operat-
ing from before the First World 
War to the 1980s. In the age 
before television, the only place 
to see moving pictures would be 
the cinema: entertainment from 
Hollywood greats and informa-
tion from newsreels.

Community ownership of 
Oban Phoenix Cinema means 
that programming schedules 
can be set to meet the demands 
of local people and visitors, and 
modern digital projection sys-
tems permit the latest films to 
be shown at optimum value for 
customers. Re-releases, stream-
ing live performances and all 
manner of media are potentially 
available to the people of the 
Oban area, and the operators 
work tirelessly to create popular 
schedules and improve the cus-
tomer experience. The result is 
a quality screening environment 
with films to suit all tastes and a 
flexible community auditorium 
space. 

The Picture House in Camp-
beltown is undergoing a major 
refurbishment, the Tower Digi-
tal Arts Centre in Helensburgh 

provides a multi-purpose 
community resource, and there 
are new moves in Fort William 
to recommission the Studio Cin-
ema. Rothesay Cinema has new 
digital projection equipment to 
keep pace with technology, and 
to ensure continued operation. 
This demonstrates a public 
appetite for local cinemas, and 
the community ownership mod-
el ensures accountability and 
sustainability not necessarily 
considered a priority for multi-
national corporations or remote 
ownership interests.

Lochgilphead lost its cinema 
in the 1980s, but the town is on 
the Screen Machine circuit and 
benefits from periodic visits 
that delight the local popula-
tion. This advanced 100-seat 
mobile unit provides a brilliant 
solution for smaller settlements 
and remote communities and 
has become a familiar sight 
throughout the highlands and 
islands. Some readers will re-
member a time when the mobile 
cinema comprised two men and 
a rickety projector that toured 
the village halls in the 60s and 
70s showing double bills of 
films that were some years out 
of date. The popularity of home 
video, and the ubiquitous rental 
outlet made many cinemas 
uncompetitive in the 1980s, but 
the Betamax and VHS packages 
were never new releases. The 
novelty was the ability to watch 
favourites again and again in the 
familiar and predictable envi-
ronment of your living room. Of 
course people still do something 

similar today: watch entire box 
sets of television series, down-
load films or buy them on DVD 
for roughly what it cost to rent a 
video 30 years ago. 

Cinematic entertainment has 
come a long way and it is an 
exciting time for operators and 
audiences. There is still some-
thing special about going to the 
pictures and we are lucky to have 
so many resources available to 
us. The multiplex experience is 
still a couple hours’ drive away 
if we want it, but clever arrange-
ments with distributors mean 
that we don’t have to wait weeks 
to see the latest blockbusters, 
and second screens afford space 
for special features, foreign 
film and experimental cinema 
without exposing operators to 
significant financial risk. 

Nowadays you might not be 
inclined to go to and see Tom 
Thumb or The Wizard of Oz at 
the cinema, but there will be 
some classics you would want 
to experience in that special 
atmosphere, and the rituals 
associated with an evening’s 
entertainment: something to 
eat or drinks before the perfor-
mance, the queue, the relief of 
a successful online booking, the 
smell of the popcorn, the posters 
advertising future screenings, 
squeezing past those already 
seated, the short and the fea-
ture. I am always surprised and 
a little startled at the size of the 
picture and the quality of the 
sound. You can’t achieve that in 
your living room, no matter how 
big your television.

FOLK pop artist Ben Maggs 
tours his live UK show in 
Argyll next month.

The Cirencester-based 
singer-songwriter, whose 
contemporary folk music is 
described as ‘mesmerising’ 
and ‘crackling with crea-
tivity’, is no stranger to the 
Highlands and islands.

‘Scotland is a very special 
place for me,’ he says. ‘When 
I first set foot on the Isle 
of Mull seven years ago I 
felt like I had come home. 
Since then I’ve travelled all 
over the country, especially 
the West Coast and islands. 
This amazing land and its 
people have become a huge 
inspiration for my songs and 
sparked many an evolution in 
my writing and storytelling.’

Ben’s website describes his 
debut album Come As You 

Are, released in Novem-
ber 2015, as ‘singing 

of this evolution 
and drawing on his 

experiences and adventures 
around the British Isles’, 
including ‘haunting shadowy 
nights wrapped by Skye’s 
unforgiving Cuillin ridge; 
nomadic weeks on Scotland’s 
West Coast and islands with 
a guitar, living in a car with 
the sea for a bath, no plan 
or maps, and precious little 
underwear.’

He added: ‘If I had to 
describe the themes of the 
album and the tour, I’d say 
wild nature, human nature 
and the nature of love.’

Ben’s tour plays at Inverie 
Village Hall, Knoydart, on 
May 20; Three Villages Hall 
in Arrochar on May 21; Iona 
Library on May 23; Craignish 
Village Hall, Mull, on May 
24; An Cridhe on the Isle of 
Coll on May 26; The Wood-
lands Centre in Stornoway on 
May 28; Elgol Village Hall 
on Skye on May 31, and the 
Atlantic Islands Centre on 
the Isle of Luing on June 4.

Songwriter 
Ben set to 
‘mesmerise’ 
Argyll lovers 
of folk pop

AN ORGANISATION is recruiting heritage 
lovers in Oban and across the country to inves-
tigate and record the small local landmarks in 
Scotland’s towns and cities.

The initiative comes from Scotland’s Urban 
Past (SUP), a five-year community-engagement 
project from Historic Environment Scotland 
that puts communities in charge of recording the 
history on their doorsteps.

Volunteers can become ‘Urban Detectives’ by 
submitting photographs and location coordinates 
of Oban’s tiny buildings to the SUP website. 

Users are also invited to take measurements 
and sketches, all of which will become part of 
Canmore, Scotland’s online record of architec-
ture, archaeology and industry.

This national record already holds images and 
information of more than 320,000 sites in Scot-
land, but many places are still to be mapped for 
future generations.

The Dunollie Lighthouse, a little tower built in 
1892 to safely guide mariners home, is just one 
of the many tiny buildings to be investigated by 
Urban Detectives in Oban.

Chiara Ronchini, SUP project manager, said: 
‘People throughout Scotland will be bringing our 
national collection to life by telling the big stories 
of our tiniest buildings.

‘Every contribution will be accessible to the 
wider public, helping to build a detailed and 
accessible history of our urban heritage by the 
people who live within it. It’s a great opportunity 
to help document Oban, past and present, for 
generations to come.’

SUP, which is supported by the National Lottery 
with a grant of £1.65 million from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, provides free training to people 
of all ages to help them record the little local 
landmarks.

Free workshops for Urban Detectives will be 
taking place throughout Scotland. For more in-
formation, visit www.scotlandsurbanpast.org.uk.

Help record 
our heritage
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057
MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen

TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with Doug 
Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 Drivetime 
with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & Ken, 
2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and 
Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian Blair-
Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 Sports 
View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 2000 
Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning Live 
with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View with the 
Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station

For requests, competitions or questions please 

Friday 29 April - Thursday 5 May
CAPTAIN AMERICA: CIVIL WAR | 12A | 167 MIN
Fri: 16:30, Sat: 13:00, 15:00, 21:00, Sun: 11:30, 17:00, Mon: 
12:00, 18:00, 20:00, Tue: 19:15, Wed: 16:30, Thu: 19:30
3D: Fri: 19:30, Sat: 18:00, Mon: 15:00, Tue: 15:30, Wed: 19:30, 
Thu: 16:30
Parent and Baby Screening: Tue: 11:30

Marvel’s Captain America: Civil War � nds Steve Rogers lead-
ing the newly formed team of Avengers in their continued 
e� orts to safeguard humanity. But after another incident 
involving the Avengers results in collateral damage, political 
pressure mounts to install a system of accountability, 
headed by a governing body to oversee and direct the 
team. The new status quo fractures the Avengers, resulting 
in two camps—one led by Steve Rogers and his desire for 
the Avengers to remain free to defend humanity without 
government interference, and the other following Tony 
Stark’s surprising decision to support government oversight 
and accountability.

EYE IN THE SKY | 15 | 122 MIN
Fri: 21:00, Sat: 21:00 Sun: 17:00, Mon: 21:00, Tue: 19:15, Wed: 
21:00, Thu: 21:00

EYE IN THE SKY stars Helen Mirren as Colonel Katherine 
Powell, a UK-based military o�  cer in command of a top se-
cret drone operation to capture terrorists in Kenya. Through 
remote surveillance and on-the-ground intel, Powell discov-
ers the targets are planning a suicide bombing and the mis-
sion escalates from “capture” to “kill.” But as American pilot 
Steve Watts (Aaron Paul) is about to engage, a nine-year old 
girl enters the kill zone triggering an international dispute, 
reaching the highest levels of US and British government, 
over the moral, political, and personal implications of 
modern warfare.

KIDS CLUB: MATILDA | PG | 104 MIN
Sat: 11:00

Children’s Classic. Story of a wonderful little girl, who 
happens to be a genius, and her wonderful teacher vs. 
the worst parents ever and the worst school principal imagi-
nable.

SILVER SCREENING - MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING 
2 | 12A | 104 MIN
Sun: 14.30
Silver Screening - Concessions (age 60+) entry just £3.00! 
Tea and cake £1.

The long-awaited follow-up to the highest-grossing roman-
tic comedy of all time. Written by Academy Award(r) nom-
inee Nia Vardalos, who stars alongside the entire returning 
cast of favourites, the � lm reveals a Portokalos family secret 
that will bring the beloved characters back together for an 
even bigger and Greeker wedding.

THE HUNTSMAN: WINTER’S WAR | 12A | 137 MIN
Sat: 18:30. Mon: 17:30

As two evil sisters prepare to conquer the land; two rene-
gades - Eric the Huntsman - who previously aided Snow 
White in defeating Ravenna, and his forbidden lover, Sara 
set out to stop them.

THE JUNGLE BOOK | PG | 126 MIN
Fri: 16:15, Sat: 12:30 Sun: 12:00, Mon: 12:30, Tue: 16:15, Wed: 
16:15, Thu: 16:15

The Jungle Book” is an all-new live-action epic adventure 
about Mowgli (newcomer Neel Sethi), a man-cub raised 
in the jungle by a family of wolves, who embarks on a 
captivating journey of self-discovery when he’s forced to 
abandon the only home he’s ever known.

ZOOTROPOLIS | PG | 128 MIN
Fri: 18.30, Sat: 16:00, Sun: 14:30, Mon: 15:00, Wed: 18:30, Thu: 
18:30

In the animal city of Zootropolis, a fast-talking fox who’s 
trying to make it big goes on the run when he’s framed for a 
crime he didn’t commit. Zootropolis’s top cop, a self-right-
eous rabbit, is hot on his tail, but when both become tar-
gets of a conspiracy, they’re forced to team up and discover 
even natural enemies can become best friends.

community-owned and run

OBAN LORNE RFC
Club dinner 

SATURDAY 07TH OF May 
This is an invitation to attend an evening 
with past players, presidents, associates 

and friends of Oban Lorne RFC
There will be a meal followed by guest 

speakers
The cost of the event is £25pp. 7pm 

entry for 7:45pm serving
Dress code is Smart 

Tickets Available From Darrell Williams
Tel 07774490365

Last week I visited Tarbert, 
Harris, to meet a group behind 
an exciting two-centre marina 
project. 

This is a group of local business 
people and they propose the in-
stallation of pontoons at Tarbert 
and Scalpay with a combined 
capacity for 100 boats. 

The clever part of this plan is 
that the capacity is reached by 
vessels rafting up, dispensing 
with the need for individual fin-
ger pontoons.

This minimises the space 
required for the installations 

and the impact on other harbour 
users, and significantly reduces 
capital expenditure. When they 
are in service, these marina fa-
cilities will considerably enhance 
the appeal of the Western Isles as 
a cruise-to destination, and pro-
vide safe havens for those making 
passages in The Minch. 

Step-ashore facilities in Tarbert 
and Scalpay will complement the 
network of marinas and transit 
points that is growing in response 
to increased consumer demand. 

Tobermory Harbour’s Phase Six 
development will guarantee its 

status as a maritime hub of the 
north west, providing a well-ser-
viced port of call for boats moving 
between the established centres 
of the Oban area and the Outer 
Hebrides, and the developments 
in Harris are the most logical 
addition to the network. 

With work starting in Oban’s 
own transit facilities at the North 
Pier and the improvements 
that have already been made 
at Lochaline, Lochmaddy and 
Mallaig, the West Coast north 
of the Clyde area is shaping up 
in a way that will help maintain 

Scotland’s worldwide reputation 
for outstanding cruising waters.

The communities that support 
these facilities play a critical role 
in product, industry and market 
growth.

The shore-side offer is what 
turns infrastructure into ex-
perience. and local business 
communities have opportunities 
to create or expand products and 
services to meet the demands of 
visitors. 

Innovative ideas on service 
provision and market-led adap-
tations to existing facilities have 

sprung up in all of these places, 
and there is confidence in the 
sustainability of recreational 
boating and cruise liner markets. 

Let’s hope the 2016 season 
conditions are kind, and will 
encourage more and more people 
to explore our magnificent sea-
scape, islands and coastline. 

With facilities improving all the 
time, the outlook for the industry 
is very positive. 

 
David Adams McGilp
Visit Scotland
Regional Director

Future is bright as maritime projects spark 
business and community opportunities

David Adams McGilp

CELTIC band Wolfstone are 
relishing returning to Oban next 
month, when they will blend rock 
and roll with traditional folk 
tunes at Oban Live.

Their story began at a pub ses-
sion in Ross-shire 27 years ago, 
when Kirkhill fiddler Duncan 
Chisholm met vocalist and acous-
tic guitarist Stuart Eaglesham 
from Evanton, and created a 
band named after the Pictish 
‘wolfstone’ unearthed nearby at 
Ardross. 

The original six-strong line-up 
toured highland and island vil-
lage halls, including Oban’s Cor-
ran Halls and Argyll Gathering 
Halls, and achieved mainstream 

success in the 1990s, when they 
recruited piper Stevie Saint. 

‘We’ve got great memories of 
those gigs, and Oban Live is 
taking it a step further,’ Duncan 
told The Oban Times. ‘We haven’t 
played in Oban for at least 10 
years, and we’re relishing coming 
back. We’re at our happiest in 
outdoor festivals, whether in 
Denmark, Spain or America. 
This is a chance to do what you 
do best, in front of a home crowd. 
This is such a musical town – 
there’s a wealth of talent here.’

The group will perform at Oban 
Live on Friday May 13, beside 
Skippinish, Aly Bain and Phil 
Cunningham and We Banjo 3. 

‘Most of the bands we know,’ 
Duncan added: ‘The craic back-
stage will be fantastic.’ 

Duncan plays regularly with 
Gaelic folk singer Julie Fowlis, 
who is also performing at Oban 
Live on Saturday May 14.

Three Wolfstone members, 
Duncan, Stuart and Stevie, have 
remained constant through many 
changes over the decades, and 
they are now joined by guitarists 
Colin Cunningham and Davie 
Dunsmuir, and Alyn Cosker on 
drums and keyboard. 

The band will be performing 
original songs and traditional 
folk pieces at Oban Live, from 
their catalogue of seven albums 

including their latest Terra Firma, 
released in 2007 by their own 
label Once Bitten Records. 

‘We relish the fact that some 
people have not heard our music 
before,’ Duncan said. ‘We have 
a 50-minute set, a mix of music 
from over the years. The songs are 
written about things that inspired 
or bothered us over the years. It 
will be full on, high energy. We’ll 
be putting our hearts into it.’

Duncan, a composer and fid-
dler, was taught to play by Donald 
Riddell CBE, one of the great 
tradition bearers of Scottish 
fiddle music, alongside Bruce 
MacGregor and Iain MacFarlane. 

Duncan’s website describes 

his playing as ‘feather-light with 
a pure-distilled tone... lending 
his characteristic spine-tingling 
magic to his music.’

Looking back over his three 
decade career, he told us: ‘We 
have a passport with Highland 
music: wherever you are in the 
world, people respond to it. We’ve 
seen countless amazing places 
and amazing people. The real 
success is the memories, enjoy-
ment and shared experiences. It’s 
all golden to me, and it continues 
on to Oban Live.’

There are limited VIP tickets 
and general tickets available 
from www.obanlive.com or www.
eventbrite.co.uk.

CELTIC band Wolfstone are 
relishing returning to Oban next 
month, when they will blend rock 

success in the 1990s, when they 
recruited piper Stevie Saint. 

‘We’ve got great memories of 

‘Most of the bands we know,’ 
Duncan added: ‘The craic back-
stage will be fantastic.’ 

including their latest Terra Firma, 
released in 2007 by their own 
label Once Bitten Records. 

his playing as ‘feather-light with 
a pure-distilled tone... lending 
his characteristic spine-tingling 

Wolfstone raring to go as Oban Live 
gig set to be � rst in town for 10 years

like us on facebook www.facebook.com/obantimes
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DORNIE filmmaker, 
Robin Haig ws celebrat-
ing last week, when her 
film Hula, was named 
best drama at the Bafta 
Scotland New Talent 
Awards.

The awards, which 
were held in Glasgow 
last Thursday (April 
14), honour the work 
of emerging new film-
makers and students in 
Scotland. 

Filmed in her home 
town last year, Hula was 
directed and co-written 
by Robin as part of her 
Masters in Fine Art in 
Advanced Film Practice 
at Edinburgh Napier 
University.

The film tells the 
story of divorcee Clara, 
played by Blythe Duff, 
who opens a B&B in the 

Scottish Highlands and 
is inspired by her guests 
to rediscovers her love 
of life. 

Speaking to The Oban 
Times, Robin said: 
‘Winning the award was 
unbelievably exciting. We 
just couldn’t believe it. 

‘We’ve received so 
many messages of con-
gratulations in last week 
which is wonderfully 
heart warming. It’s great 
because more people 
will hear about the film 
and hopefully want to 
watch it – and that is 
why you make a film,  
because you want people 
to watch it, to tell them 
a story.’

This is the filmmaker’s 
third nomination for the 
Bafta award, with her 
previous film Dear Dad, 

running for best new 
work and best first-time 
director.

Hula will premier in 
the coming months at 
the Edinburgh Film-
house, as part of Napier 
University’s graduation 
screening.

Robin has also set her 
sights on international 
fame, with Hula being 
submitted to interna-
tional film festivals 
around the world.

The film is also set to 
be shown via the Screen 
Machine and during 
Inverness Film Festival.

Robin said: ‘The fact 
that it is premiering 
at XpoNorth and will 
screen in the Screen 
Machine is fantastic as 
it will reach more people 
in the Highlands.’

Filmmaker strikes gold with 
Bafta Scotland talent award

> cinema, radio and what’s on listings > leisure ideas > local events

THE HIGHLY-ANTICI-
PATED Mull Music Festival 
kicked off last Friday night, 
with events taking place in 
venues across Tobermory, 
writes David McPhee. 

The three-day affair is one 
of the busiest weekends on 
the island’s calendar and this 
year was no different.

Waves of people made 
their way across the water 
and piled into the packed 
pubs to watch the musicians 
perform.

The Chunks bass player, 
Stevo Finlayson, said: ‘This 
is our 16th time playing at 
the Mull Music Festival.

‘It’s normally very busy and 
we look forward to playing 
here every year.

‘It’s one of the highlights 
of the music calender in the 

west coast of Scotland as it’s 
always a fantastic festival. 
We want to thank the staff 
for having us every year.’

Former Skipinnish key-
board player, Ross Wilson, 
said: ‘I used to go to the festi-
val when it was in Bunessan. 
It was pretty mad last night 
[Friday night]. 

‘A lot busier than usual and 
that’s probably to do with 
the RET (Road Equivalent 
Tariff).’

Ross was performing ‘offi-
cially’ this year for the first 
time, prior to that he had 
only taken part informally.

He added: ‘My favourite 
bit from Friday was listening 
to Hector MacFadyen in the 
MacDonald Arms.

Mód gold medallist, 
Robert Robertson, was 

attending the festival for the 
first time in four years. The 
singer, who graduated from 
university last year, always 
had exams that clashed with 
the weekend of music.

He said: ‘I absolutely love 
the festival. For me, it’s the 
start of the summer. I was 
jealous for years because I 
was studying for exams 
and everyone was 
posting pictures 
of themselves 
at the festival 
on social 
media. I was 
like a child 
at Christmas 
g e t t i n g 
back to 
it.’

that’s probably to do with 
the RET (Road Equivalent 

Ross was performing ‘offi-
cially’ this year for the first 
time, prior to that he had 
only taken part informally.

He added: ‘My favourite 
bit from Friday was listening 
to Hector MacFadyen in the 
MacDonald Arms.

Mód gold medallist, 
Robert Robertson, was 

and everyone was 
posting pictures 
of themselves 
at the festival 
on social 
media. I was 
like a child 
at Christmas 
g e t t i n g 
back to 
it.’

SMILE: Murdo MacKenzie and Drew MacKinnon are full of smiles at the 

festival last weekend and Murdo shows that there is no point in crying 

over spilt milk, or in this case vodka. 17_t18mullfest15

HERE COME THE GIRLS: The ‘Edinburgh Girls’  take a break from the 

music. 17_t18mullfest16

HEADLINERS: The Chunks check out the 
venue that they were set to headline 

later in the night. 17_t18mullfest05

DUNVEGAN Castle and 
Gardens has received a 
five-star Quality Assur-
ance Award from Visit 
Scotland.

This prestigious award 
means Dunvegan is once 
again recognised as a 
world-class heritage attrac-
tion on the Isle of Skye.

Hugh MacLeod, the 
Estate Director, said: 
‘This five-star award 

is wonderful news. It 
recognises all the hard 
work and dedication of 
the MacLeod Estate team 
and the positive impact of 
the rolling programme of 
major capital investment 
in Dunvegan Castle and 
the wider estate since 
2008. These numerous 
improvements include the 
restoration of the castle’s 
roof, windows, collection 

and numerous interior 
renovations, landscaping/
design works in every area 
of the castle gardens, a new 
main gate ticket office, 
refurbishment of the Ma-
cLeod Tables Café, Gift, 
Castle and St Kilda shops 
and a resurfaced car park 
and landscaped extension 
area.’

He went on: This award 
also recognises the legacy 

of my late father who had 
the vision to see that in 
order to hold fast in the 
modern world, Dunvegan 
had to adapt from being a 
medieval fortress designed 
to keep people out to a 
place focused on welcom-
ing people in. Since those 
early make-or-break days 
in the 1960s, our dedicated 
team has extended a warm 
Highland welcome to mil-

lions of visitors which has 
the beneficial ripple effect 
of underpinning many 
Skye businesses that rely 
on the crucial visitor spend 
that generates.’

The estate welcomes 
125,000 visitors annually 
and in the last six years 
alone has contributed more 
than £4.24m to the Skye 
economy and over £8m to 
the Scottish economy.

Dunvegan Castle celebrating after securing  
VisitScotland � ve-star quality award

TAYNUILT Gaelic choir and 
friends are planning a concert at St 
Conan’s Kirk, Lochawe,  on Satur-
day May 21. 
The cost is £5 and there will be tea/
coffee at the end.

The event starts at 7.30pm and 
everyone is very welcome.

 Proceeds will be divided between 
the choir and the friend’s of St Co-
nan’s, who work tirelessly to provide 
funds for this magnificent building.

Taynuilt Gaelic choir  set for fund-
raising concert in St Conan’s Kirk

CRACKING CRAIC: The trio of musicians entertain the crowd in Macgochans. 17_t18mullfest07
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ENERGY: 2 Bob Rocket’s front man puts everything into his performance last 

weekend.  17_t18mullfest09

GENTLEMEN: Travelling all the way from Kent, Gentlemen of Few made the long 

trip to entertain a candid crowd.  17_t18mullfest13

DANCE: Niky McMichan and his Scottish dance band kick things o�  on Friday 

evening and entertain the audience. 17_t18mullfest02

GENTLEMEN: Travelling all the way from Kent, Gentlemen of Few made the long 

trip to entertain a candid crowd.  17_t18mullfest13

CROWD: Festivalgoers embrace the music and dance like nobody is 
watching. 17_t18mullfest18. 17_t18mullfest19. 17_t18mullfest21.

MUNCH: Music fans � ll up on � sh and chips to refuel their singing and 

dancing tank. 17_t18mullfest08

ENGAGEMENT: A bride to be celebrates her hen party with friends at the Mull Music Festival. 17_t18mullfest04

MUNCH: Music fans � ll up on � sh and chips to refuel their singing and 

CROWD: Festivalgoers embrace the music and dance like nobody is 
watching. 17_t18mullfest18. 17_t18mullfest19. 17_t18mullfest21.

MIXING IT UP: Red Pine Timber Company’s 
singer, Gavin Munro, left, with two members 

of Tunna.  17_t18mullfest11

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

FORT WILLIAM ACCORDION 
& FIDDLE CLUB

Musical Evening
on Tuesday, May 3, 2016

Local Artistes Night
Railway Club Inverlochy

All Welcome
Admission £4.00 … Tea & 

Raffle Extra
IN THE EVENT OF A LAST MINUTE 
CANCELLATION BY ANY GUEST 
ARTIST THE COMMITTEE WILL
FIND AN ALTERNATIVE ARTIST

Oban U3A monthly 
meeting

Tuesday 3rd May 2016 
at 10.30am

Studio Theatre and cafe 
area, Corran Halls, Oban

There will be a 
talk this month, 

so do come along.

H.I.M.D.F.
Accordion & Fiddle 

Masters Concert
Come and hear accomplished 

young musicians in 
St John’s Cathedral, Oban on 

Friday 29th April at 7pm
£6 or £5 concession 

at the door
Sponsored by PF Charitable Trust

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Farming

Stirling Agricultural Centre
Sunday and Monday 1st & 2nd May 

Multi Breed Show and Sale of 279 Pedigree Bulls and Females
Sunday 1st May
From 1pm  Show of Charolais and Simmental bulls and Highland cattle
Monday 2nd May
8.45am  Parade of Salers and British Blue bulls
9am  Show of Limousin bulls 
10am  Show of Aberdeen-Angus bulls followed by Beef Shorthorn bulls
10.45am  Sale of Highland (11 & 9 females)
11.15am  Sale of Salers (7) and British Blue bulls (1)
11.30am  Sale of Charolais (65), Simmental (65 & 1 female), Limousin (59 & 3   
 females), Aberdeen-Angus (33) and Beef Shorthorn (17 & 8 females) 
Also at 11am Special Show and Sale of 350 Beef Breeding Cattle

Including Scottish Simmental Club Annual Show 
Wednesday 4th May at 10.45am May Sale of 2000 Store Cattle

Catalogue available to download at www.uagroup.co.uk
Stirling Agricultural Centre Stirling FK9 4RN 01786 473055   stirling@uagroup.co.uk

AFTER a long, labori-
ous winter, spring has 
finally sprung and once 
again the silage season 
is upon us. 

In these frugal times 
for farmers, the question 
is do you repair that 
worn out mower or tired 
old tedder or can you 
really afford to replace 
them? The answer quite 
simply is YES! 

Hamilton Brothers is 
offering fantastic zero 
per cent finance deals 
on the entire range of 
Lely Forage Harvesting 
Machinery so you can 
spread the cost of that 
shiny new Rotonde Rake 
or Splendimo Mower 

you’ve been hankering 
after and at the same 
time make much lighter 
work of this year’s silage! 

So what’s the catch? 
There isn’t one! The 
three-year, zero per cent 
finance deal is available 
on all Lely Mowers, 
Tedders, Rakes, Balers, 
Loader Wagons, Bale 
Wrapping Equipment 
and the Lely Storm 
Trailed Forage Harvest-
er. You can choose to pay 
annually over three cal-
endar years or monthly 
over a 36-month period. 
What’s more, after the 
initial deposit is made 
further payments are 
deferred until October 

2016 for customers who 
sign up before May 31. 
Alternatively, you can 
go off-scheme with a 
tailored repayment 
profile to suit your 
cash flow and business 
requirements. 

You can also rely on 
your local Hamilton 
Brothers for all those vi-
tal parts from bale wrap 
and sheeting to twine, 
tape and patches.

Get prepared for your 
most successful silage 
season yet and pop into 
the Campbeltown depot 
or give Alastair Dixon 
a call on 07771 577889 
to find out more about 
these Lely great deals. 

AS AN established 
supplier of bulk fuels 
for more than 60 years,  
Gleaner Oils possess a 
distinguished track re-
cord for supplying fuels 
including heating oils, 
road fuels and LPG.

As an authorised Shell 
Lubricants distributor 
for 50 years, we have 
the capability and expe-
rience to cater to all of 
your oil needs. 

Gleaner Oils’ dedi-
cation to ‘hassle-free’ 
ordering ensures our 
customers benefit from 
our reliable delivery 
service and competitive 
pricing. Our sales team 
take pride in building 
lasting relationships with 

customers, ensuring they 
learn your needs and 
requirements; therefore, 
ensuring customers 
receive a personalised 
service which can be 
tailored to your require-
ments. 

With our network of 
depots situated across 
Scotland we ensure our 
customers receive short 
delivery times for their 
orders. Our professional 
teams are well equipped 
with local knowledge 
ensuring our delivery 
service operates as effi-
ciently as possible. Our 
staff are fully trained to 
offer the best advice and 
service to our customers, 
by drawing on the wealth 

of industry knowledge 
and expertise we have ac-
cumulated in more than 
60 years in the industry. 

Gleaner Oils’ customers 
have access to Shell’s 
industry leading lubricant 
products and technolo-
gies which are accredited 
by several OEM recom-
mendations. Our dedicat-
ed lubricants team are ex-
perienced in maximising 
the positive effect Shell 
Lubricants can have on 
improving the efficiency 
and maximising the life 
of your machinery and 
equipment.

Call our sales team 
today on 0800 833 534 
or for more information 
visit www.gleaner.co.uk

Make hay while the sun shines with a 
Lely good deal from Hamilton Brothers

Gleaner Oils: local fuel supplier for over 60 years

C. Hodge Fencing
www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271

Fencing
Gates

IAE 
equipment

Over 20 years in the business of nationwide haulage to the islands and west coast.
Experienced, reliable delivery of agricultural supplies, timber frames, machinery, 

building supplies, wind turbine components and other heavy loads.
Iain A MacKinnon Ltd. Dunfoot, Balephetrish, Isle of Tiree. PA77 6UY

e-mail: mackinnonhaulage@btconnect.com  www.mackinnonhaulage.co.uk

Nationwide freight transport to the West Coast and Islands.
Haulage, Plant Hire, Ground Works and Building supplies.

Tel: 01879220044 / 07767402937

I. A. Mackinnon Haulage

POLITICAL hopefuls were offered 
the opportunity in Mid Argyll last 
week to give their opinion on the 
crisis facing farming in Argyll and 
Bute.

Invited by Lochgilphead Commu-
nity Council to face the public at a 
hustings event at Lochgilphead Joint 
Campus, were candidates for La-
bour, Conservative, SNP, LibDem, 
Green and an independent list can-
didate for the Scottish Parliament 
election on May 5.

As the meeting began to wind 
down after two hours, an audience 
member asked, through the chair-
man, what the candidates would 
do to address the problems facing 
agriculture in the region – and the 
dairy sector in particular.

The questioner prefaced this by 
pointing out that bank borrowing 
is at an all-time high for farming 
businesses, while most farmers were 
not earning a wage - far less a living 
wage, adding: ‘If this was happening 
in any other industry there would be 
strikes, talks and daily demonstra-
tions. Farmers don’t have the time 
for this.’

First on the panel to answer was 
SNP candidate Michael Russell, who 
said: ‘Almost all sectors are dealing 
with low prices. There is a particular 
problem with dairy farming in Ar-
gyll and Bute, and I’ve spent the best 
part of 18 months working closely 
with the dairy sector and with First 
Milk, which has a monopoly on milk 
in Argyll and Bute. It is very difficult 

to resolve.’ He moved on to the wider 
food industry, emphasising the Food 
Bill proposed in the SNP manifesto.

Mr Russell concluded: ‘There will 
continue to be considerable support 
for the agriculture industry, and that 
will develop through the Food Bill.’

Green candidate John Finnie 
explained that his party proposed a 
Food and Health Bill, ‘so that peo-
ple understand what’s on their plate’. 

He added: ‘The really pernicious 
problem affecting the farming in-
dustry is the small number of people 
control the markets – largely the 
supermarkets. They certainly need 
sorted out.’

He also focused on the lengthy 
delay to subsidy payments caused 
by Scottish Government computer 
problems, saying: ‘I have no doubt 
the cabinet secretary [Richard 
Lochhead] would have taken the 
credit if it had gone swimmingly, so 
he must bear some sort of personal 
responsibility.’

Candidate for the Scottish Labour 
Party Mick Rice admitted he knew 
little about the farming industry, but 
continued: ‘Having an IT scheme 
that goes wrong so that you don’t 
get your EU subsidies must not have 
helped. 

‘When we discussed the situation 
with dairy farmers at our Rothesay 
hustings, one dairy farmer said we 
have a problem with oversupply, and 
some farms will have to go to the 
wall before it’s resolved.

‘I don’t have an answer to that, but 

I do think we need a government 
that aims to deliver for the agricul-
ture sector and not mess it up.’

‘We have called for an enquiry into 
the payment delay,’ said Scottish 
Conservative candidate Donald 
Cameron. He added: ‘But the worry 
for many farmers is the future. I 
suspect that around a quarter of 
farmers still haven’t been paid [their 
subsidies] and they will be filling 
their next Single Application Form 
in the next few weeks. Farmers are 
borrowing more than they ever have 
before, and that is a worry.’

He moved to the positive news for 
Argyll and Bute. ‘Food and drink 
production is a major thing,’ he 
added ‘as identified recently in the 
economic forum report by Nicholas 
Ferguson. 

‘Think of the delicious lamb and 
beef our farmers produce. Let’s real-
ly work at promoting and marketing 
that, and give farmers something to 
be cheerful about.’

LibDem candidate Alan Reid em-
phasised the importance of agricul-
ture to the Argyll and Bute economy 
and echoed calls for an enquiry into 
the payment delay.

He began: ‘The dairy sector is 
clearly the one facing the biggest 
crisis. It’s vitally important that the 
Campbeltown Creamery is main-
tained. The Scottish Government 
has got to work with First Milk to 
ensure the investment comes into 
the creamery.

‘The dairy market is a victim of 

globalisation. The supermarkets are 
also ruthless. Dairy farmers are a 
series of small businesses while su-
permarkets are big businesses, and 
that’s an unequal struggle.’

He added that he would be lob-
bying for changes to the Grocery 
Code of Conduct which, he said, 
failed to support farmers as primary 
producers.

Mr Reid also pointed out a Lib-
Dem manifesto commitment to 
compensate farmers for additional 
bank charges and interest incurred 
as a result of the delay in subsidies.

Orcadian independent candidate 
for the regional vote James Stockan 
posed the rhetorical as to whether 
his fellow candidates really care 
about farming.

‘Do they know the issues and 
are they prepared to work on your 
behalf?’

Resisting the temptation to look 
at the mistakes ‘of the past’, he 
preferred to look ahead. ‘There 
are really deep concerns about the 
future of agriculture. We have to 
find solutions for remote and rural 
areas, so farmers can carry on,’ said 
Mr Stockan.

‘The big issue for me is the cost of 
transport, and the time it takes. We 
must make sure we are not disadvan-
taged because of this. 

‘We need to find a mechanism to 
help all industries with this issue.’

He concluded: ‘And the thing to 
remember is that money that goes to 
farmers is spent locally.’

Marketing, transport and 
sorting out supermarkets 
– candidates talk farming

Left to right: Mick Rice, James Stockan, Alan Reid, 
Michael Russell, Donald Cameron and John Finnie at 

the hustings.  06_a18hustings_table01_crop
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for sale.
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SCOTFESTSCOTFEST

LIVE MUSIC • FOOD FROM ARGYLL • WHISKY TASTING BAR • AWARD WINNING REAL ALES
WEST COAST CRAFTS • COOKING DEMONSTRATIONS FROM LOCAL CELEBRITY CHEFS

CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT • AND MUCH MORE

10th & 11th SEPTEMBER 2016

Visit www.bowfest.co.uk for full details

TICKETS
ON SALE NOWfrom Glasgow, Dumbarton, 

Arrochar, Dunoon & Oban.FESTIVAL BUSES

EARLY BIRD TICKETS AVAILABLE UNTIL JUNE 30th

Oban
Oban seems to host major festi-
vals with ease on a regular basis 
– fitting thousands of tourists into 
its many choices of accommoda-
tion with the friendly, no bother at 
all, attitude.

Building on the success of the 
Oban Decade event in 2015, this 
year the organisers of the mul-
ti-award-winning Tiree Festival 
bring Oban Live to life.

With mega star KT Tunstall 
choosing to use the event to 
launch her new album, she will 
also bring some international so-
phistication by flying into Connel 
airport from Los Angeles to make 
the gig her one-off Scottish event.

The last weekend in April will 
see the Highlands and Islands 
Music and Dance Festival show-
case talent from almost every area 
of Scottish culture. Pipers and 
dancers mingle with the outstand-
ing Accordion and Fiddle Master 
Competition taking centre stage.

Alongside this are the many 

events that Oban takes in its 
stride, such as the Argyllshire 
Gathering, the fundraising walks, 
the summer festivals.

While the town is known as the 
Gateway to the Isles, it is also the 
place to come to party.

Campbeltown
The Kintyre Songwriters Festival 
in May is a delightful showcase 
of up-and-coming songwriting 
talent.

The Mull of Kintyre Music Fes-
tival has become the region’s top 
cultural event, which encourages 
people to visit Kintyre from all 
parts of the globe. 

The festival satisfies the or-
ganisers’ ambition to showcase 
the very best in traditional and 
contemporary music worldwide 
whilst also displaying the region’s 
cultural individuality through the 
talents of the local musicians of 
all ages.

Always exciting, the Islay Fes-
tival of Music and Malt features 

a diverse programme of music, 
dance, whisky and almost every 
other activity imaginable. The 
festival grew out of a local drama 
and Gaelic festival to become one 
of the longest and biggest festivals 
on the West Coast.

The Mid Argyll Music and 
Arts, or MAMA Fest, held in 
September, is built on the success 
of previous years thanks to the 
dedication of a small, hardwork-
ing committee.

Everyone in the town comes 
together to listen to the music 
makers of the area coupled with 
developing new musical talent for 
the future.

Tarbert
Tarbert  as a village has really or-
ganised and promoted its festival 
scene with exceptional offerings 
including the Scottish Series, the 
Seafood Festival, the Traditional 
Boat Festival, the Tarbert Music 
Festival, and the Fair and Book 
Festival.

The Feisean movement allows 
for the development of language 
and culture in the islands and on 
the mainland. Some of the most 
amazing talent is being developed 
and some extraordinary events, 
such as the 10-minute ceilidh on 
the Barra pier where both the 
Barra and the Tiree Feis come 
together but only once a year.

Mull
The Mendelssohn on Mull festival 
has grown from some very small 
roots into an outstanding and 
completely understated festival of 
music for everyone on the island.

Based on the island due to the 
composer’s Hebridean Overture 
and its connection with the quite 
overwhelming case at Staffa.

Food
Food is a huge attraction for both 
visitors and locals with the Loch 
Fyne Food Festival and Best 
of the West Festivals becoming 

something of market leaders in 
their field. Loch Fyne has earned 
an international reputation for  
producing some of the world’s fin-
est foods alongside great fun and 
the most outstanding backdrop of 
them all.

Western Isles
An outstanding event on the Isle 
of Uist, Ceòlas is rooted within 
the Gaelic heartland and is a dis-
tillation of Hebridean heritage.

Over the past 20 years, Ceòlas 
has been a key driver in the 
island’s social and cultural resur-
gence.

The organisation focuses on 
performance and education that 
celebrates and promotes local 
Gaelic culture and heritage, as 
well as the strong cultural links of 
the Gàidhealtachd diaspora.

Enjoy the plethora of totally 
inspiring events and festivals 
throughout this year and feel 
free to let us know all about the 
experience!

During the season musicians and artists 
are often high in demand from the very 
lucrative European music festival scene. 
Bands such as Skerryvore and Skipinnish 
can travel thousands of miles around the 
globe – but always make time for their own 
festival in their home town or island.

This coming home started with those who 
returned to take part in annual village and 
town gatherings such as the Argyllshire and 
Inveraray events that still take place today.

Super-group Idlewild are often playing 
Glastonbury one week and then the inti-
mate Iona Village Hall Music Festival the 
next.

Internationally-acclaimed singer Joy Dun-
lop could be in three continents in three 
weeks but always makes time to return 
home to the Royal National Mod in October.

Undiscovered bands whose work is almost 
unheard of share the stage with well-
known musicians with everyone getting 
the chance to perform.

It is the nurture and care of all bands that 
help the West Coast continue to be at the 
centre of the creative industries in Scotland.

Our festivals are the very best place to 
catch musicians, poets, crafts, literature 
and food connoisseurs.

FESTIVALS are all about understand-

ing the music and culture of a nation. 

There is nowhere in the world with 

a � ner selection of events to attend 

where organisers mix with festival goers 

and the music.

Music and culture on the West Coast have 

grown from some of the most ancient and 

revered in the world. Pipers, drummers, 

singers, writers, dancers, crafters all mix 

together to show the area – its people and 

potential to its best.

Your guide to the festival season in 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands
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Loch Fyne Food Fair is 
Scotland’s longest-run-
ning outdoor food festi-
val – and this year May 
marks its 26th year.

The two-day event, 
which is free to attend 
and situated on the pic-
turesque shores of Loch 
Fyne, will take place over 
the weekend of May 14 
and 15, 2016.

Established in 1990 to 
celebrate the best food 
and drink Argyll has to 
offer, this year’s festival 
is set to attract 3,000 
visitors.

Retaining a strong 
emphasis on locally 
sourced food and drink, 
the event will showcase 
several producers 
from the ‘Food from 
Argyll’ collective, 
including Winston 
Churchill Venison, 
Gigha Smoked Halibut, 
Bumble puddings, Fyne 
Ales and Loch Fyne 
Oysters, whose seafood 
stands will be stocked 
with fresh local fish and 
shellfish.

Producers from further 
afield include Spencer-
field Spirit Company, 
Great Glen Charcuterie, 
Mhor Bread and Makar 
Gin, who will be running 
gin pairing workshops 
throughout the weekend.

Loch Fyne Food 
Fair Founder, Virginia 
Sumsion, commented: 
‘We are tremendously 
excited to be on the 
cusp of our 26th Food 

Fair. It’s rewarding to 
see Scotland’s appetite 
for locally-sourced, 
traceable produce grow 
year-on-year; 2016 being 
no exception. 

‘From succulent Loch 
Fyne oysters to refresh-
ing craft beer, there 
really is no better place 
to try such a diverse and 
delicious taste of Argyll 
in the company of those 
who make and produce 
it.’

New for 2016 and in cel-
ebration of the thematic 
Year of Architecture, 
Innovation and Design, 
the fair will also cast a 
spotlight on artists, de-
signers and craftspeople 
from throughout Argyll 
and beyond.

An eclectic live music 
line-up alongside activi-
ties like cake decorating 
and bouncy castles will 
complete the fami-
ly-friendly offering. 

On the Saturday 
evening (May 14) the 
Loch Fyne Oyster Bar 
will host its first ‘Gin 
Fling’, which will see 
a three-course menu 
paired or made with 
Makar Gin.

If you are going to 
Oban Live, Loch Fyne 
Food Fair would be the 
perfect stop off on your 
way home – why not tie 
both brilliant events into 
your weekend!

For further informa-
tion, visit www.lochfyne.
com

THE CHARMING 
fishing village of Tarbert, 
photographed above by 
the world reknowned 
Dennis Hardley, plays 
host to several festivals 
this season that celebrate 
its rich heritage in music, 
sport, food and liter-
ature. The excitement 
kicks off in May 27-30 
with the Silvers Marine 
Scottish Series. 

The Clyde Cruising 
Club organises this 
long-running event, 
in which keen sailors 
enjoy passage racing 
and Olympic triangles in 
Loch Fyne. 

This year’s programme 
includes the opening 
‘Clyde Challenger Race’ 
from Largs for white sail, 
family class and cruisers. 

The laid-back atmos-

phere and good craic of 
this event have sailors 
and non-sailors alike 
coming back year after 
year. All visitors, wheth-
er into sailing or not, will 
love the spectacle and 
everyone is welcome. 

The Seafood Festival, 
which is held in July 
2-3, gives visitors the 
opportunity to sample 
Tarbert’s culinary 
delights. The harbour 
bustles with food stalls, 
cookery demonstrations 
and tastings. 

A highlight of the 
weekend is the crowning 
of the Seafood Festival 
Queen and her princess-
es, who arrive in a flour-
ish by sea and parade 
through the village led 
by the Mid Argyll Pipe 
Band. 

Live music and kids’ ac-
tivities at this wonderful 
family-friendly festival. 

The Tarbert Tradi-
tional Boat Festival 
draws beautiful vessels 
of all kinds from across 
Scotland and Ireland the 
weekend, providing a 
spectacle in the harbour 
for on-lookers. Visitors 
enjoy boat tours, stalls, 
live music, demonstra-
tions and family activi-
ties. 

One of the longest- 
running music festivals 
in Argyll, the Tarbert 
Music Festival has been 
celebrating song and 
food for 27 years. 

Held the weekend 
of September 16-18, it 
features kids’ activities 
and a full programme of 
concerts by local talent, 

turning out everything 
from rock to reggae 
to traditional music. 
Impromptu sessions are 
encouraged and attract 
musicians from far 
and wide. Visitors will 
enjoy the fantastic local 
seafood and the relaxed 
vibe. 

For those looking for 
something a little more 
energetic, the 10k run 
takes place on the 13th 
of August. See Facebook 
for more details (The 
Tarbert 10k). 

Camping is available in 
the shadow of Robert the 
Bruce’s castle and scenic 
walks along the adjacent 
Kintyre Trail make Tar-
bert an ideal destination 
weekend for the whole 
family, so pack a tent and 
come along!

W.D. Semple

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW OUR 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

Wishing all the best for the 2016 MAMA Fest

Scotland’s longest running food festival
Sat 14th and Sun 15th May, 2016, from 11am

A feast of West Coast food, drink and entertainment for all ages.

Featuring LOCH FYNE OYSTERS & FOOD FROM ARGYLL
A stunning array of foods from Argyll’s natural larder – from Oysters to 

Venison, Hog Roasts to Halibut and Gin to Freshly Ground Co� ee! Over 20 
producers to tempt your tastebuds!

Ales supplied by Fyne Ales
Wine and Champagne Bar

PLUS…
Live Music  •  Arts & Craft Exhibitors  •  Children’s Entertainments

Hands on food and drink workshops for all ages

FREE ADMISSION
Parking £3 per vehicle – all parking charges to local charities.
Saturday 14th May GIN FLING in the Loch Fyne Oyster Bar

Join the party on Saturday night – booking required.
For further information and to book for the Gin Fling 

contact info@lochfyne.com or call 01499 600264. www.lochfyne.com
Our Oyster Bar and Deli are open all weekend –

call 01499 600482 for day time bookings.

Colonsay Spring Festival
                                                Isle of Colonsay
April 25 to May 15, 2016

Highlands & Islands 
Music & Dance Festival Oban
April 29 to May 1, 2016

Bute Jazz Festival Isle of Bute
April 29 to May2, 2016

Oban Live Oban
May 13-14, 2016

Loch Fyne Food Fair
Loch Fyne Oysters,                   Cairndow
May 14-15, 2016

Islay Festival of Music & Malt
                                                            Isle of Islay
May 20-28, 2016

Oban Festival of the Sea Oban
May 27-29, 2016

Isle of Skye Accordion 
& Fiddle Festival Isle of Skye
May 26-28, 2016

Bluebell Music Festival
George Hotel,                                Inveraray
May 27-29, 2016 

Kintyre Songwriters Festival
                                                    Campbeltown
May 27-29, 2016

Kyles Festival Argyll Secret Coast
June 2-5, 2016

Fyne Fest Glen Fyne, Inveraray
June 10-12, 2016

Mendelssohn on Mull Isle of Mull
July 4-9, 2016

Iona Music Festival Isle of Iona
July 1-2, 2016

Tarbert Seafood Festival Tarbert
July 2-3, 2016

Cantilena Festival Isle of Islay 
July 3-8, 2016

Tiree Feis Isle of Tiree
July 3-8, 2016

Ceolas South Uist 
July 3r-8, 2016

Hebridean Celtic Festival
Stornoway,                              Isle of Lewis

July 13-16,2016

Tarbert Traditional Boat Festival 
                                                                 Tarbert
July 15-17, 2016

Tiree Music Festival Isle of Tiree 
July 15-17, 2016

Tarbert Fair  Tarbert 
July 28t-31, 2016

Bute Fest Isle of Bute
July 29-31,2016

MOKfest Campbeltown
August 17-21, 2016

BLAS Festival Various Locations 
September 2-10, 2016

MAMAFest Lochgilphead 
September 2-4, 2016

Islay Jazz Festival Isle of Islay 
September 9-11, 2016

Tee in the Port
Port Bannatyne,                       Isle of Bute
September 24, 2016

Royal National MOD Western Isles 
October 14-22, 2016

Best of the West Festival
                                                Inveraray Castle
September 10-11, 2016

Ceol Cholasa Isle of Colonsay 
September 15-18, 2016

Tarbert Music Festival Tarbert 
September 16-18, 2016

Jura Music Festival Isle of Jura
September 23-26, 2016

Cowal Fest Cowal 
October 7-16, 2016

Islay Book Festival Isle of Islay
September 2016

Fies na Mara Mallaig 
October 2016 (to be con� rmed)

Islay Sessions Isle of Islay 
November 18-20, 2016

Tarbert Book Festival Tarbert 
No vember 2016

Oban Winter Festival Oban 
November 2016

Your cut-out-and-keep 
festival diary

Tarbert – a whole 
world of festivals!

Loch Fyne Food 
Fair celebrates 
its 26th year

Festival Survival Guide for 
Parents with Children

Tarbert – a whole 

Parents with Children
We’re in the thick of the festival season 

now. Wellies are getting muddied up 

as you read this and glitter is being 

purchased by the kilo. If you are a lover 

of live music but have recently had a 

baby, even the most seasoned festival 

goer can be forgiven for thinking that 

perhaps it might be too di�  cult with 

an infant in tow and so might have 

come to terms with having to miss out.

Well, fear not! With a bit of planning 

and a few tips, you and the kids will 

have a blast. 

Preparation is key – Prior to the 

festival, if you get the chance, pitch 

the tent and spend the night. You’ll 

get a taste of what’s to come and if 

all goes well, you might � nd yourself 

registering for next year’s Glastonbury 

festival.
Plan ahead – Make a list of everything 

you’ll need, you don’t want to � nd out 

you’ve forgotten the rain cover half 

way to your destination.  

Safety � rst – A � rst aid kit complete 

with hand sanitizer is essential. As is a 

torch and � ask for preparing bottles 

and changing nappies in the middle of 

the night.
Do some research – Some festivals 

are more geared toward families than 

others. Have a look around, check out 

the site maps and � gure out if you’ll 

have a long way to carry all your gear 

and whether or not it’d be worth stay-

ing in accommodation near-by.

Foodies – If you’re bottle feeding take 

sterilisation tablets to hygienically 

clean feeding equipment. Breast feed-

ing? First aid tents are great places to 

discreetly express.  Also, festival food 

can be expensive and in some instanc-

es might be too exotic for little pallets, 

so ensure you have plenty of jars and 

� nger foods to keep tummies happy 

throughout the day. 

Safety � rst – Most festivals issue secu-

rity tags for you to write your number 

on, stick a couple on your children in 

case they wander o� , or write it on 

their wristbands of course.

Festival must-haves – Ear defenders 

– If you want to get a bit closer to the 

stage a pair of giant headphones  is a 

baby’s best festival accessory. They’re 

not only practical, but adorable too. 

Secondly – Fairy lights. Wrapping 

a string of solar operated twinkly 

lights around the pram makes you 

visible during the night and you’re 

therefore less likely to get trampled 

on by drunken revellers. It also turns 

your baby’s transport into a space-age 

disco buggy, certain to turn heads!

Lastly...
Have fun – It might not be the kind of 

festival experience you’re used to but 

it opens you up to a whole new world 

of entertainment. You get to spend 

time in areas that were previously 

closed to you -the kid zones! These are 

areas packed full of fun and dedicated 

to ensure you and your babies have 

the best festival possible. And seeing 

the enjoyment on their faces makes all 

the extra eff ort worth it.
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Kintyre festivals are all 
about the love of music

MOK Fest – from rave  
legends to trad newbies

RAVE legends The 
Time Frequency are set 
to headline this year’s 
Mull of Kintyre Music 
Festival or MOK Fest, 
August 17-21. 
Set in Campbeltown, 
the festival has become 
the region’s top cultural 
event, encouraging peo-
ple to visit Kintyre from 
all parts of the globe. 
The ambition of the 
festival organisers is to 
showcase the very best in 
traditional and contem-
porary music worldwide 
whilst also displaying 
the region’s cultural 
individuality through the 
talents of the local musi-
cians of all ages. Here’s 
a snapshot of each day. 

Wednesday August 17:
Gaelic Concert which 

turns Ceol into an old 
fashioned ceilidh house 
with great tunes, stories, 
songs and fantastic cho-
rus singing.  
Thursday August 18:
Kintyre’s finest young 
musicians perform at the 
Young Folk Night. 
Friday August 19:
The Friday Festival 
Ceilidh Night features 
Ceol an Aire, the Hollow 
Mountain String Band 
and the Dalriada Con-
nections Band.
Saturday August 20:
Wendy MacIsaac from 
Cape Breton plays at 
the Saturday night 
Traditional Concert and 
will be joined by Scottish 
piper Finlay MacDonald 
with Gillian Frame and 
Jenn Butterworth as 
support.  

SIR Paul McCartney 
made the Mull of Kintyre 
famous with his love 
song to this stunning 
part of the world. 

Music is in this area’s 
DNA and the best is 
on o�er at two stellar 
summer festivals, Mull 
of Kintyre Music Festival 
and Kintyre Songwriters 
Festival. 

Dubbed the ‘friendliest 
festival in Argyll’, the 
Kintyre Songwriters 
Festival, held May 27- 29 
in Campbeltown, show-
cases musical talent in 
a relaxed atmosphere. 
Founded in 2008, the 
Festival attracts the 
best emerging and 
established talent from 
Scotland and further 

a�eld. This year’s line-up 
includes Violent Echo 
and Twisted Melons on 
Friday, The Gilchristians 
and Martha F�on on Sat-
urday, and Louis Abbott 
and Finn Lemarinel on 
Sunday.

 In addition to intimate 
performances, a seminar 
programme allows fes-
tivalgoers and budding 
musicians to meet the 
guest artists and learn 
more about writing, per-
forming and the music 
industry. A grassroots 
event that focuses on ar-
tistic development, this 
festival is considered one 
of the most artist-friend-
ly in Scotland.

Rave legends The Time 
Frequency are set to 

headline this year’s Mull 
of Kintyre Music Festival, 
or MOK Fest, August 17-
21. Set in Campbeltown, 
the festival has become 
the region’s top cultural 
event, encouraging peo-
ple to visit Kintyre from 
all parts of the globe.  
Satisfying an ambition of 
the Festival to showcase 
the very best in tradi-
tional and contemporary 
music worldwide whilst 
also displaying the re-
gion’s cultural individu-
ality through the talents 
of the local musicians of 
all ages.

There are concerts all 
weekend, and following 
last year’s successful 
inaugural concert, the 
Gaelic Concert turns Ceol 

into an old fashioned 
ceilidh house with great 
tunes, stories, songs and 
fantastic chorus sing-
ing. The annual Grand 
Parade with a carnival 
atmosphere just gets 
bigger and better every 
year. Groups, organisa-
tions and individuals are 
encouraged to join in the 
fun featuring the Festival 
Cup and Phoenix Shield 
awards as well as the 
usual cash prizes for the 
best dressed �oats.

Find out what inspired 
Sir Paul to say, ‘Carry 
me back to the days I 
knew then, nights when 
we sang like a heavenly 
choir, of the life and the 
time of the Mull of Kin-
tyre.’

Artistic Director: Levon Chilingirian
Monday July 4th – Saturday July 9th

Now in its 28th year, a festival  
of classical music to celebrate  

the visit of the composer  
Felix Mendelssohn to these islands.

World-class professionals work with emerging stars in 
the most beautiful and atmospheric venues to create 

performances of unforgettable electricity.
A dozen concerts of chamber music all around Mull  
and Iona including Duart Castle and Iona Abbey.   
And a final concert in St John’s Cathedral, Oban,  

at 7.30 pm on Saturday July 9th.

All concerts admission free.
For details see mendelssohnonmull.com  

or ring 07889 277078

GLEN SCOTIA 
DISTILLERY

DAILY TOURS 11.30AM AND 3PM  
MANAGERS TOURS BY APPOINTMENT

glenscotiashop@lochlomondgroup.com 
 Tel: 01586 552288    www.glenscotia.com 
 @Glenscotia5     /Glenscotiawhisky

Mendelssohn on Mull 
is a Scottish chamber 
music festival which 
takes place every year 
in the first week of July. 

Now in its 28th year, 
it is one of the most 
exceptional music ex-
periences in the world. 
Certainly one of the 
friendliest! 

It’s a simple idea – to 
bring a new generation 
of musicians into 
contact with seasoned 
professional mentors 
in relaxed and stunning 
surroundings, far from 
the treadmill and 
stresses of the profes-
sional music circuit. 

They attend work-
shops and then perform 
a series of free concerts 
in venues across Mull, 
Iona and in Oban.

Why is the festival, 
now run by Scottish 
charity Sound Waves 
SCIO, so special and 
important? It was 
founded by the re-
nowned violinist Leon-
ard Friedman in 1988, 
and takes its name from 
Mendelssohn’s visit to 
the West-ern Isles in 
the 1820s, inspiring 
him to write his Hebri-
des Overture. 

Leonard Friedman 
had been of Scot-

Mendelssohn on Mull: 
wonderful music in a  
beautiful setting

land’s most talented 
and technically 
accomplished young 
musicians and in 1988 
he took a small group 
to the Isle of Mull to 
benefit from working 
intensively with more 
experienced profes-
sionals, and to enjoy 
the natural environ-
ment. 

This proved to be 
a highly significant 
development and the 
festival is now well 
established with an in-

ternational reputation. 
SoundWaves SCIO 

the educational 
outreach activity of 
aims to provide young 
professional musicians 
with opportunities to 
develop their practi-
cal music skill at an 
advanced level, in an 
environment which en-
courages personal and 
cultural development. 

Since 2000 the char-
ity has also developed 
its presence on Mull 
with the Mendels-

sohn on Mull Music 
Makers, Sound Waves 
SCIO. 

The festival enjoys 
considerable critical 
acclaim, and has been 
featured in national 
press including The 
Times, The Guardian, 
The Herald, The 
Scotsman, Scotland on 
Sunday, BBC Music 
Magazine and Classi-
cal Music Magazine as 
well as on BBC Radio 
Scotland, BBC Radio 
3 and Classic FM.

Sunday August 21
The Sunday afternoon 
starts with one of the 
festival’s hidden gems, 
The Mitchell’s Glengyle 
Distillery Dalriada Con-
nections Concert; Mu-
sicians from Northern 
Ireland and as far afield 
as Brittany in France 
will be joined by local 
and Argyll wide artists 
to create an afternoon 

of Pan Celtic music.  The 
festival ends on Sunday 
with the legendary 
Survivors Night with 
rock, pop, brass and pipe 
bands 
The annual Grand 
Parade with a carnival 
atmosphere just gets 
bigger and better every 
year. Groups, organisa-
tions and individuals are 
encouraged to join in the 

fun featuring the Fes-
tival Cup and Phoenix 
Shield awards as well as 
the usual cash prizes for 
the best dressed floats.
Find out what inspired 
Sir Paul to say: ‘Carry 
me back to the days I 
knew then, nights when 
we sang like a heavenly 
choir, of the life and 
the time of the Mull of 
Kintyre.’



The 33rd Highlands & Islands 

Music & Dance Festival 2016

Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festival 
presents...The Highland Fling 2016!
Friday events (April 29)
The Royal Hotel, Argyll Square, Oban.  Hector MacFadyen Trio.  
Tel: 01631 563021
Markie Dans, Victoria Crescent, Corran Esplanade, Oban. Crooked Reel. 
Tel: 01631 564448
The Olive Garden, Railway Pier, Oban.  Ceilidh Supper with Peat Reak. 
Tel: 01631 570347
The Loch Melfort Hotel, Arduaine, by Oban.  Live music from 9pm-1am.  
Tel: 01852 200233
Saturday events (April 30)
Creagan Inn, Appin.  Rough Edges. (60s and 70s pop & rock) 8.30pm 
Tel: 01631 730250
Oban Chocolate Shop, 34 Corran Esplanade, Oban. Live music 11am-5pm. 
Tel: 01631 566099
Cuan Mor, 60 George St, Oban. Live music in the evening. Tel: 01631 565 078
The Royal Hotel, Argyll Square, Oban.  Scottish Show.  
Tel: 01631 563021

Markie Dans, Victoria Crescent, Corran Esplanade, Oban. Hell for Leather. 
Tel: 01631 564448
Poppies Garden Centre Restaurant, Saulmore Shore, by Oban. Live music 
throughout the day. Tel: 01631 565718
Sta� ord Street. Outdoor showcase with live music, outdoor broadcast etc. 
noon- 4pm.
Family Ceilidh, Argyllshire Gathering Halls, Breadalbane St, Oban.
Sunday events (May 1)
Grassroots Café, 1 Craigard Road, Oban. Live music noon-4pm. Tel: 01631 566143
The Barn Bar, Cologin Country Chalets and Lodges, Lerags, Oban.  
Live music in the afternoon. Tel: 01631 564618
Oban Chocolate Shop, 34 Corran Esplanade, Oban. Live music 11am-5pm. 
Tel: 01631 566099
Workshops: Oban High School, 10am-4pm (£10 cost). 07540 057804
Gaelic Singing – Mary-Catherine MacNeil
Accordion – Clare Jordan Fiddle – Deidre Beck
Pipes/Chanter/Whistle – Struan Thorpe Guitar – Robert Robertson 

Children’s 
Ceilidh

Friday 29th April
Argyllshire Gathering Hall, 

Breadalbane St, Oban.  7pm-9pm 
Children must be accompanied 

by a responsible adult. 

07929 501952

Friday April 29, 2016
Action Songs, Choirs, Ensemble, Recorder, Singing Corran Halls
Accordion & Fiddle Masters ...................St John’s Cathedral 
Scottish Area Finals ...................................Atlantis Leisure

Saturday April 30, 2016
Accordion .....................................................St Columba’s Catherdral Hall
Woodwind & Brass ....................................Congregational Church 
(please note change of venue)

Fiddle .............................................................Regent Hotel
Highland Dancing .....................................Atlantis Leisure and Corran 
Halls
Singing ..........................................................Glencruitten Church and 
Church Centre
Festival Family Dance ‘Festival Fling’ ..Argyllshire Gathering Hall

Sunday May 1, 2016
Scottish Choreography Challenge ......Corran Halls

Highlands and Islands Music 
and Dance Festival presents...

Fèis at the Fling!
Sunday May 1, 2016

Oban High School, 10am-4pm

Classes o� ered to ages at all levels in:
Fidheall | Fiddle

Bosca-Ciùil | Accordion
Seinn | Singing
Giòtar | Guitar

Fidbeag | Whistle
Feadan/Pìob | Chanter/Piping

£10 per participant
For more information contact Victoria Maclean
vkymaclean@gmail.com or 07540 057804

Other venues to be con� rmed

Highlands & Islands Music 
& Dance Festival 2016 Diary

Registered Charity Number SC010287

THE 2016 FESTIVAL runs from 
tomorrow, April 29, to Sunday, 
May 1. And 2016 promises to be 
the biggest year yet, with more 
than 1,110 participants, 125 
competition classes in 11 disci-
plines and new fringe events. 

The Highlands and Islands 
Music and Dance Festival was 
created in 1984 and featured just 
four competition categories in its 
first year. Since then, thousands 
of people of all ages have partic-
ipated in competitions and spe-
cial events at the festival, which 
now offers competition classes 
in disciplines that include piping, 
drumming, accordion, fiddle, 
piano, recorder, woodwind and 
brass, singing, Highland danc-
ing and choreography. Compe-
titions are held at many venues 
throughout the town, including 
St John’s Cathedral, Oban High 
School, St Columba’s Cathedral, 
the Regent Hotel, and the Corran 
Halls.

The festival aims to encourage 
young talent to participate in 
and develop the traditional and 
historical art of music and dance 
of the Highlands and islands of 
Scotland. 

One of the festival highlights 
is the Accordion and Fiddle 
Masters competition, which 
takes place at St John’s Cathe-
dral tomorrow (Friday) night. 
Prize-winning fiddle players and 
accordionists from the main 
competition championships 
throughout the country are in-
vited to take part in this unique 
competition. Accordionists 
perform a traditional march, 
Strathspey and Reel, and horn-
pipe and jig, while fiddle players 
perform a slow air, march, 
Strathspey and Reel, followed 
by a slow Strathspey, hornpipe 
and jig. The evening is now an 
annual fixture for both compet-
itors and spectators, providing 
a feast of traditional Scottish 
music of exceptional quality.

For Highland dancing enthu-

siasts, the Scottish Area Finals 
of Highland Dancing, which 
takes place at Atlantis Leisure 
tomorrow night (Friday), is 
not to be missed.   The very 
best dancers from all over of 
Scotland come together in this 
spectacular team event.   Areas 
throughout Scotland will each 
be represented by a team of six 
dancers who have qualified by 
their performance at a selected 
championship or event. 

The Scottish Area Finals is not 
only a competition, it is truly an 
‘event’. As well as providing an 
opportunity to enjoy dancers 
from all corners of this country, 
this is the only Highland danc-
ing team competition in the 
world. This is one of the very 
top Scottish Highland dance 
competitions, and is open to all.    

On Saturday, Highland danc-
ing competitions run all day 
at Atlantis Leisure and Corran 
Halls, with hundreds of dancers 
from throughout Scotland tak-
ing part.  

The festival committee are 
delighted to have the wood-
wind and brass competition 
back in their programme this 
year, but they very much re-
gret there will be no clarsach 
competition due to a lack of 
entries.

The Scottish Choreography 
Challenge, which takes place 
over two days, is one of the 
true highlights of the festival 
weekend. Celebrating its 24th 
year in 2016, the competition 
opens in the Corran Halls on 
Saturday afternoon, with teams 
from throughout the country 
performing choreographed 
dance routines.  The compe-
tition continues in the Corran 
Halls on Sunday for a whole 
day of sensational dancing 
arranged in three sessions for 
teams of dancers aged 12 years 
and under, 16 years and under 
and 17 years and over.    This is 
a most spectacular team event 

Oban set to be buzzing with talent 
when the town once again plays 
host to the Highlands and Islands 
Music and Dance Festival

Music & Dance Festival 2016

this is the only Highland danc-
ing team competition in the 
world. This is one of the very 
top Scottish Highland dance 
competitions, and is open to all.    

On Saturday, Highland danc-
ing competitions run all day 
at Atlantis Leisure and Corran 
Halls, with hundreds of dancers 
from throughout Scotland tak-

competition due to a lack of 

The Scottish Choreography 
Challenge, which takes place 

with the highest standard of 
choreographed Highland danc-
ing, tremendous music and 
fantastic costumes being en-
joyed by a capacity audience.  
Teams of dancers compete 
for the prestigious title using 
innovative dance routines, 
which incorporate traditional 
Highland dancing steps. Partic-
ipants make full use of sound, 
lighting, costume, scenery 
and special effects to create 
a spectacle worthy of national 
recognition.   

In addition to the com-
petitions, there will be the 

ever-popular Festival Parade. 
Helensburgh Pipe Band will de-
part from Rockfield car park at 
5.30pm and parade through the 
town to the Corran Halls where 
they will give a performance.   

The busy day of competitions 
at venues throughout Oban 
on Saturday culminates in the 
annual Festival Fling dance at 
the Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 
which is a firm favourite with 
locals and visitors alike.  Due 
to the popularity of the dance, 
tickets are already very limited, 
so booking is advised. The 
festival raffle will be drawn at 

this event.
The festival gratefully ac-

knowledges the support it re-
ceives each year from a range 
of organisations and compa-
nies, without which it would 
not be possible to present the 
event.     

The festival is a non-prof-
it-making organisation with 
charitable status, and is organ-
ised by a volunteer committee. 
The festival is self-funding 
through fundraising, grants, 
charitable donations, sponsor-
ship, entry fees and box office 
income.  

Tickets
Tickets for the Fiddle and 
Accordion Masters, and the 
choreography and the dance 
competitions are available 
at the door of the venues.    
Tickets for the Festival Fling 
dance, Scottish Area Finals 
and Scottish Choreography 
Challenge are available by 
phoning the festival office on 
07510 841198.  Please book to 
avoid disappointment, as tick-
ets for the Corran Halls dance 
events are in high demand.

SCOTFEST1618



AROUND nine out of 10 elderly 
people say they love their ex-
perience of living in retirement 
housing or enjoy it most of the 
time, according to a new report by 
the NHBC Foundation.

The report found that there is 
high demand in the UK for more 
quality retirement housing with 
residents citing companionship 
and community spirit as the 
biggest bene� ts of living in a 
retirement development.

With the population rapidly 
ageing, it is expected that around 
6.6million people living in the UK 
will be 75 or older by 2022.

The NHBC Foundation report 
found that around one million 
elderly people say they would 
consider moving into retirement 
housing but only 128,000 homes 
are estimated to have been built 
for private sale.

It found that building more 
retirement properties would 
bring significant benefits for the 
elderly by allowing them to live 
independently for longer while 
freeing up homes for younger 
families.

The report also identified that 
rates of home ownership are high 
for this age group and there is 
evidence of a willingness to pay 
a premium to gain the benefits of 
good quality retirement living.

However, residents participating 
in the research commented on a 
lack of choice of suitable proper-
ties which appealed to them.

Downsizing and a desire to 
reduce home maintenance were 
the key drivers for elderly people 
to move.

Nearly two thirds of elderly peo-
ple (63 per cent) cited downsizing 
as the main reason followed by 59 

per cent who said they wanted to 
be in a `safe and secure' environ-
ment.

Other important factors were 
being close to family and having 
access to support services.

The report Retirement housing: 
residents' experiences examines 
whether current retirement 
housing is meeting the needs of 
residents and provides key rec-
ommendations for house builders 
and developers for future im-
provements.

It finds that developers need to 
further enhance the enjoyment 
of life for residents and ensure 
homes are as attractive as possi-
ble to buyers. Key recommenda-
tions are:

• Elderly people need help with 
visualising the space if buying 
off plan

• Car parking availability needs 
to be improved, especially for 
visitors

• Developers need to give more 
consideration to the suita-
bility of design and layouts 
- particularly kitchens and 
bathrooms

• Builders need to carry out 
closer inspection to ensure 
high levels of quality and 
minimal defects 

The research centred on six 
retirement developments with 
almost 400 homes in total. A 
total of 284 residents completed 
questionnaires and focus groups 
were carried out with a fifth of 
residents.

Neil Smith, group research and 
innovation manager at NHBC, 
said: ‘Our research found that 
there is a high demand for more 
retirement homes in the UK. 

‘Many people are keen to 
downsize from larger homes to 
retirement properties, but there 
is a lack of suitable options.

‘There is no doubt that retire-
ment houses bring huge benefits 
to society by allowing elderly 
people to live independently for 
longer within a supportive com-
munity of like-minded people.

‘Living in retirement housing 
frees elderly people from the 
burdens of maintaining a larger 
home and garden. 

‘In addition, it brings wider ben-
efits to society such as freeing up 
larger homes for younger families 
and releasing capital.

‘The report finds that nine out 
of 10 residents have a positive ex-
perience of living in a retirement 
home.

‘It also highlights some areas for 
improvement and the importance 
of additional support services 
being made available, such as 
cleaning and personal care.’
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Tigh Cherracher
A detached house requiring 
extensive renovation providing 
great potential for improvement.

Whilst in need of full renovation 
this property, set in its own ground, 
offers excellent potential for im-
provement into a stunning family 
home. The property is situated in 
an elevated position and enjoys 
panoramic views across Loch Awe 
and beyond. 
EPC: Band E

Offers in the region of £60,000

Dream homes come true with the  CP 
Architects team behind you.
The well-known Oban-based team on 
George Street has more than 30 years’ 
experience in sympathetic renovations 
which breathe new life into old buildings 
and a sensitive design approach to each 
new house site that recognises that no two 
locations are the same and each client’s 
needs are unique.
‘It is never too early to come in to talk to us,’ 
said Iain Campbell, ‘ to discuss your dreams 
and your present and future requirements, 
what your ideas and aspirations are and 
your budget and programme.

‘We can help assess your options from the 
start; our design and technical expertise 
guides projects through from consent to 
completion.’
The team’s 3-D modelling helps bring 
ideas to life and test them out along 
with their skills in integrated renewable 
energy systems each individually 
designed for existing properties and 
new-builds.
The experienced team at CP 
Architects is headed by Iain, with 
Robert Wilson, architect; Iain 
Hurst, associate; supported by 
Brian Re�  n and Jimmy Crawford. 

Together they have a reputation for 
reliability and innovation and this can 
be seen by the number of projects 
completed to date.

NHBC Foundation report � nds demand for good quality retirement housingGross mortgage lending £25.7 billion in March
THE COUNCIL of Mortgage Lenders 
estimates that gross mortgage lend-
ing reached £25.7 billion in March, 
driven by a surge to beat the second 
property stamp duty surcharge 
deadline.

Lending was 43 per cent higher 
than February (£18 billion), and 59 
per cent higher than March 2015 

(£16.2 billion), and the highest 
March � gure since 2007 when gross 
lending reached £30.9 billion.

Gross mortgage lending for the 
� rst quarter of this year was there-
fore an estimated £62.1 billion. This 
is the same level as in the previous 
quarter, but 39 per cent higher than 
the � rst three months of 2015.

Plot, Lochdon, Isle of Mull Old Chapel Plot, Bunessan, Isle of Mull

A rare occasion to purchase a sizable plot with enviable 
views over Loch don on the Isle of Mull. The plot, approx. 
0.25 acre, has previously been granted planning permission 
in principle for a single story 3 bedroom dwelling house 
and it is understood this would be granted again following 
reapplication for a similar design of house.

A unique opportunity to acquire the ruin of a former Chapel 
above the village of Bunessan on the Ross of Mull, with full 
planning permission for an architect designed, two bedroom 
property. The site currently extends to approximately 0.5 acre 
but is being o� ered with the potential to acquire additional 
land by separate agreement with the owner.

OIRO £55,000 OIEO £50,000

Callicvol, Tobermory, Isle of Mull

Callicvol - A detached 4 bedroom house in an elevated 
position above the town of Tobermory on the Isle of Mull. 
Currently run as a small B&B Callicvol comprises a large 
lounge/diner, separate lounge, kitchen, family bathroom 
and two double bedrooms on the ground floor. Upstairs 
are two further bedrooms and a shower room.

OIEO £255,000

Plot 4, Glenforsa, Isle of Mull

Plot 4 Glenforsa - We are delighted to o� er to the market this 
stunning, fully serviced plot at Glenforsa on the Isle of Mull. 
Extending to approximately 0.5acres, the plot commands 
an outstanding location overlooking the small air� eld with 
far reaching views across the Sound of Mull to Morvern and 
Lochaline, as well as to Tobermory and Ardnamurchan.

• Approx. 0.5 acres
• Fully Serviced Plot
• Outstanding views
• Planning Permission 

for 4 Bedroom House

OIEO £85,000

Struthan, Salen, Isle of Mull

OIEO £225,000
Struthan is a delightful detached 4 bedroom cottage 
situated in a generous garden in the village of Salen, on the 
Isle of Mull. Originally a traditional cottage this property has 
been renovated and extended to provide a spacious family 
home. The single storey property comprises a spacious 
lounge diner, kitchen, family bathroom, 1 single and 3 
double bedrooms.

5 Craigard Road, Oban

OIRO £88,000
Flat 3, 5 Craigard Road - A 2 bedroom top � oor 
� at located in Oban town centre. This light and 
airy � at comprises hallway, lounge, kitchen, 
two bedrooms(one ensuite) and refurbished 
shower room.

Rowantree Cottage, Isle of Lismore Schiehallion, Tobermory, Isle of Mull

OIEO £120,000 OIEO £225,000
Rowantrees Cottage - A charming 2 bedroom 
detached cottage in the beautiful Isle of Lismore. 
The property is comprised porch, hall, kitchen/
diner, bathroom, lounge with stairs leading to two 
bedrooms upstairs. The property has been restored 
and improved by the current owners.

Schiehallion is a spacious 4 bedroom terraced 
cottage conversion located in Tobermory on the 
Isle of Mull. This deceptively spacious 1 storey 
converted cottage o� ers generous living spaces, 
self contained holiday rental and garden and is 
close to all the amenities Tobermory has to o� er.

Properties for sale
w: www.west-property.co.uk     e: info@west-property.co.uk        t: 01631 569 466

• Top Floor Flat
• 2 Bed / 1 En-Suite / 1 

Shower Room
• Close to town centre
• Roof recently fully re-slated
• Excellent rental potential
• EPC Rating - G (17)

• Detached Cottage
• 2 Bed / 1 Bath
• In excellent condition
• Large private garden
• Located on the beautiful 

island of Lismore
• EPC Rating - E(43)

• Terraced Cottage Conversion
• 4 Bed / 3 Bath / 1 WC
• Mature garden
• Close to Tobermory town 

centre
• Excellent B&B potential
• EPC Rating - C (74)

• Detached House
• 4 Bed / 2 Bath
• Elevated position
• Stunning views over 

Tobermory Bay
• Large decking
• EPC Rating - D (62)

• Detached Cottage
• 4 Bed / 1 Bath
• Extended Traditional Cottage
• Large Garden
• Detached Garage
• Close to village centre
• EPC Rating - D (67)

• Plot with previous 
planning permission

• 0.25 acre plot
• Shore frontage
• Services close by
• Sea views

P r o p e r t y 
inspections are 
one of the most 

important parts 
of any landlord or 

letting agent’s job. They 
allow you to keep on top 

of any problems and make sure your 
tenant is looking after the property well, 
while also revealing things that may 
need � xing that the tenant has either 
neglected to highlight or has simply not 
noticed themselves.
There are many things you need to keep 
an eye out for when carrying out an 
inspection, but here we take a look at a 
few things you may not automatically 
think to look for, and why they are so 
important.
Mold and damp
This is one that might not even be 
spotted by the tenant themselves, but 
is very important to pick up on, because 
mold and damp in a property can cause 
long-term issues with the structure itself, 
as well as health problems for residents. 
It tends to hide itself in hard-to-see 
places, so making sure you are stringent 
in your checks is vital. Look behind doors, 
behind hanging curtains and even at 
the back of washing machines and 
in cupboards to make sure mold isn’t 
growing out of sight and causing long-
lasting problems.
Cracks
As well as mold, other structural 
problems can be seen more easily 

through keeping an eye out for cracks 
in the walls, but it’s surprisingly easy 
to miss these. When carrying out an 
inspection, many of us will be looking 
for things like how clean the tenant has 
kept the property, and if they themselves 
have damaged anything. But it’s just 
as important to be looking around the 
edges of doors and windows, where little 
cracks can be an indicator that it’s time to 
get some maintenance carried out before 
problems become more of an issue.
Sub-letting
Not a structural problem like the previous 
issues, but looking out for sub-letting 
signs is a great place to start when 
carrying out an inspection. Sub-letting 
can invalidate rental insurance and even 
buy-to-let mortgages, so it’s vital that 
you are able to spot signs that someone 
is living in a property who shouldn’t be. 
Things like clothes that obviously belong 
to di� erent people hanging on a washing 
line, a variety of toothbrushes and even 
just who’s around can help you spot if 
someone is living in your property when 
they shouldn’t be there, allowing you to 
address the issue with your tenant early.
Managing a rental property takes a huge 
amount of time and inspections are 
invaluable to ensuring your investment 
is in good order. At West we conduct 
routine inspections of all our properties 
to make sure all our properties are in tip 
top condition throughout the tenancy 
and ensure there are no nasty surprises 
on move out day!

• Stunning site with full 
planning permission for 2

• Close to beaches and 
village

• Delightful, former chapel 
on generous site

• Option for more ground 
by separate agreement

UNDER OFFER

Property inspections

COMMERCIAL

TO LET

Unit to Let in 
Retail Park in Oban

Tel Iain 
07795 972665

Semi detached house in 
Tarbert Lochfyne to let

2 bedroom, Fully furnished, 
Small front & back garden.

Close to town, in quiet area. 
No DSS or pets.

£475pcm plus bills.
landlord reg - 

396367/1300/04471

Tel: 01631 710756 
or 07771392886

we st  coast
PR O PER T Y
we st  coast
PR O PER T Y
we st  coast
PR O PER T Y
we st  coast
PR O PER T Y
we st  coast
PR O PER T Y

To Let Oban
2 bedroom � at, 
quiet location, 

private parking, 
£550 pcm, 

no dss, 
Landlord reg no 

05847/130/18110.  
Telephone 

07770737654

ARGYLL OTTER FERRY

3 bed bungalow on 
East Shore of Loch 

Fyne, long let, no dss.  
Tighnabruich 12 miles, 

Dunoon 24 miles, 
Glasgow airport 1hr 40 

mins, £420pcm.  
Landlord reg no 

35558/130/24440.  
Telephone 

01700 821220
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TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perth-
shire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

Motor caravan Transit LWB

Tel: 01631 720716

2001, MOT to 
end of Feb 2017.
No advisories
£3,150 ono

Telephone William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED 4x4’s
all makes and models, Toyota, 

Landrover, Mitsibushi, also light 
commercials, vans, pickups bought, 

miles no problem, MOT or not, instant 
decision, same day payment.

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED
motor homes, caravanettes and 

camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
any 4x4 vehicle, Landrover, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc, all makes and models, any 
age, mileage or condition, non runners/

MOT failures accepted.  Collection 
anywhere.  Top cash prices paid.

WANTED
DO YOU OR YOUR 
COMPANY HAVE 

VEHICLE(S) 
YOU ARE LOOKING 
TO DISPOSE OF?

WE BUY ALL 4X4'S AND 
COMMERCIAL TYPE 

VEHICLES
(OTHER VEHICLES, 

CARS, PLANT, 
MACHINERY

CONSIDERED)
ANY AGE, MAKE, MODEL, 
MILEAGE OR CONDITION

SINGLE VEHICLES TO 
YOUR ENTIRE FLEET 

PURCHASED
WE COME TO YOU AND 

CAN DO SAMEDAY 
COLLECTION 

AND PAYMENTS
FOR FAST RESPONSE 
AND A HASSLE FREE 

SERVICE

CALL ONE OF 
OUR TEAM 

NOW


0800 002 

9966
WE COLLECT ANYWHERE 

IN SCOTLAND

£££££££

Telephone 07340367285 or 
01382 843415

WANTED
Any 4x4, Landrover, Nissan, 
Mitsubishi, Toyota etc, MOT 

failure or high mileage 
considered.

Renault Laguna 2.2DCi Estate

Tel 07554571070

11 mths MOT, 92,000 mls 
since new.
Towbar /electrics, FSH, good 
condition, good on fuel, very 
comfortable, good condition 
for year.

£850 ono.

Cherished Registration Plate

07841 644781

X80 BAN
on retention

Best O� er or May P/X for car

Telephone 07840906053

WANTED
All cars, vans and 4 x 4’s, high 
mileage, any condition, non 

runners, MOT failures accepted.  
Collection anywhere.  Top cash 

prices paid.

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

from £9,495*

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range 
from £5,995*

USED CARS
65 Renault Captur DYN S Nav, 1.5 DCi , 5Dr, Grey/ Black, Delivery 
Mileage ..................................................................................£15,950
65 Dacia Sandero Ambience, 1.5 DCi , 5dr, Red, Delivery Mileage
.................................................................................................£8,995
14 Renault Scenic Dyn, Energy DCi, 1.5, T/tom, Black, 
15,250 miles ..........................................................................£12,950
64 Renault Twingo DYN TCE SS, 3Dr ,White, 13,600 Miles ................... £8,995
14 Dacia Duster Laureate DCi 4x2, Granite Grey 15,000 Miles ...................£10,795
14 Dacia Sandero Stepway, Ambience TCe, 5dr, Silver, 7300 Miles, £7750
13 Renault Scenic DYN, T/Tom, 1.5 DCi., Dark Red, 41,000 Miles .................. £9,950

62/13 Renault Megane dyn, 1.6, coupe, silver, 18,000 miles ................£9,450
13 Dacia Duster Laureate DCI 4x4, Silver, 17,000 Miles .......................£10,995
12 Vauxhall Corsa, 1.4SE, 5Dr Grey, 55000 Miles ...................................£4,950
61 Renault Wind roadster, GT line 1.6 convertible, black, 
58,000 miles ........................................................................................£5,250
11 Renault Clio DYN, T/tom DCi Est 1.5, Blue, 
52,500 miles ................................................................................. £6,250
11 Peugeot 308 Access SW HDi Est, 1.5 , Black, 
46000 Miles .................................................................................. £5,995
60 Renault EXP, 1.5 DCi, 5Dr, Blue, 51,000 Miles ............................ £4,450
58 Citreon Berlingo 1.6, M-SP VTR 90, Silver, 76250 Miles............. £3,750

COMMERCIALS

15 Renault Kangoo ML19 DCi, White, Delivery Mileage, Choice of 2 . POA
11 Vauxhall Combo 1700 cdti, white, 61,000 miles .............£4,250+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ............................................. £7,000 plus VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White......................................................... POA

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Scenic 1.6 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2
Volkswagen Passat TDi Renault Kangoo DCi

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Any of our pre registered or used stock can 
now be viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. 
Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. 
Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

Car & Van Hire from both branches. FIND US 

WD Semple

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  

Jeep Cherokee 2003

Colin 07828 183652

Immaculate, 3.7l
55,000 miles, full 
service history
MOT till August 16, 
towbar Automatic 
Dalavich
£2,950

Auto Sleepers Amethyst on Ford

Tel: 01688 400566

Transit 2.4 Diesel, 
Manual Transmission. 
4 Berth, 04 plate 
30,000 mls, MOT June. 
Really good condition, 
everything works. 
£19,000 ono

Tel 07760 348588 

ISUZU Trooper SWB

1999, high mileage, 
MOT till end November, 
reasonable condition.

£1,200 ono

Local Number Plates for sale

Tel: 01463 793111
£ O� ers

MR I OBAN
CUIODON
JA6OBTE
OF II SEA
MOIIRAR

ME6 OBAN
ARO9GYL
OST 606
OF II MUL
M I YSB

ODA ROOMSTER SCOUT 2008

Fort William.   01397 772 230

1.9TDI - 1 enthusiast owner 
- FSH - tdi diesel - cambelt 
changed - MOT October.  
Immaculate condition! inc 
complete extra set of alloy 
wheels and winter tyres!  AA 
inspection welcomed! 

£3950 ono.

NewHaven 28ft Motor Boat

01546 602721 or 07775 805577

Ford 150HP Turbo 
Diesel,
max speed 14 knots, 
two berth,
usual electronics, in 
very good condition.
Ideal West Coast boat.

£23,000

Tel. 01546 810344 

2009 Vauxhall Corsa Life

1.0l. 38,000 miles. 3dr. 
Manual, Petrol.

Great condition.

£4000 ono.

Bailey Pursuits Caravan 530-4 2015

Tel: 07766 872547

4 berth caravan, all 
accessories
£12,500

Qashqai N Tec DCI 5 Seats, Black

07843282202 or 01631 562663

Electric SR ,360 Vision 
camera, 2 owners, MOT 
due 04/17, FSH, serviced 
Feb 2016,  ES, AC, Sat Nav, 
Parking aid, MP3, CD, 
Height adjustable seats, 
Folding rear seats, Metallic 
paint, 18” Alloy Wheels, 
Power steering, CC, TC, Roof 
rails, CL, Alarm, Airbags£8990

Pioner 15 With 2014 Honda

01631 564176/07799692072

20 HP Electric 
Start,Fitted 
Steering Console
Road Going Trailer.

£5,950 
inc vat

2016 HONDA TRX500FA6

01631 564176/07799692072

EX Demo,100 Hrs Only
Unique Opportunity To 
Purchase The Top Of 
The Range ATV Power 
Steering, Independent Rear 
Suspension, Fitted With 
2,500LB Winch

£6,900 + VAT 
SAVE OVER £1,300
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� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes01855 821 431

15” Double-skin
Fibreglass Boat

With trailer, oars and an 
immaculate Yamaha 5HP 

outboard motor.
£1000 O.N.O.

1972 Clinker Built Motor

01436 810910

Sailor fully restored, 
Mast, Rigging Sails, 
Excellent Order, 
8hp diesel Yanmar 
(professionally rebuilt) 
Boat on custom built 
galvanised trailer 
Portincaple awaiting
any inspection.

£3000

PROJECT FOR SALE

Further particulars at 01546 886382

32 feet, Westerly 
Longbow ketch, 
� n keel.
(Sail number C197)

O� ers over £10,000

16 Motor Boat

07789 994433

The two ancient 
mariner owners o� er 
for sale this little used 
craft currently ashore 
at Kilmory Knap. 4hp 
and 2.5hp outboards. 
Road trailer. Ready for 
launching. 

£3,000 
negotiable

LOCAL Toyota dealer, Helensburgh Toyota, are to 
be honoured for achieving the highest levels of 
customer service in the 2016  Ichiban Awards.

The awards are contested by around 2,300 
Toyota retailers across Europe, with the winners 
selected for demonstrating exceptional customer 
satisfaction performance in both their sales and 
after sales operations. 

The name ichiban is taken from the Japanese 
phrase okyasuma ichiban, meaning customer 
� rst.

Managing Director Gary Mulvaney said: ‘This 
� rst Ichiban award for Helensburgh is the result of 
the hard work, determination and commitment 

to customer care by every member of our team.
‘‘For a small company such as ours it is honour 

to be recognised at a European level.”
Helensburgh Toyota has represented the Toyota 

brand since 1977 and employs 28 members of 
sta�  across its two sites in Helensburgh. 

It is currently ranked as the top dealer in 
Scotland for customer care and as UK No2 in the 
180 strong network.

Gary, accompanied by his wife Janet, will be 
presented with the award at a ceremony in Rome 
on May 11. 

Young talent shines at 
Helensburgh Toyota

HELENSBURGH Toyota have seen success with the quali� ca-
tion of their two most recent apprentices.

Chris Kinniburgh, 27, from Dumbarton recently completed 
his mechanical apprenticeship and joined the ranks of being 
licensed technician.

Rhona Landless, 25, from Cardross, who joined Helens-
burgh Toyota having excelled at college, also completed her 
bodyshop apprenticeship and is delighted to have secured a 
permanent job with the company.

On receiving his certi� cate, Chris said: ‘I am delighted to 
achieve this success and aim to progress further by becoming 
a Master Technician. That will require a number of years of 

assessments, exams and, of course, practical training, but I am 
looking forward and to progressing quickly.’  

Rhona said: ‘I love doing my job and it is great to have a 
career I enjoy.’     

Commenting on the success, Director Ernie Cowan said: 
‘Both Chris and Rhona have performed excellently over the 
last three years and we are delighted that they have quali� ed 
and can bene� t from permanent full time jobs and a careers in 
the motor industry. 

‘As a small company we � rmly believe in investing in people 
and we are fortunate in the calibre of sta�  that are part of our 
team.’
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North Argyll Eventide Home Association Limited

NORTH ARGYLL HOUSE
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Tel: 01631 562168
Domestic/Laundry Assistant, 

6 months part time temporary contract.
£7.46 per hour

For an application form contact Manager 
Morag A Telfer 01631 562168

DISTRIBUTORS REQUIRED
TO DELIVER THE BT DIRECTORY
IN AND AROUND ALEXANDRIA,

HELENSBURGH, OBAN, LOCHGILPHEAD, 
DUNOON, CAMBELTOWN AND 

SURROUNDING AREAS

CALL 01424 884222
TEXT EAST TO  07507 332270

OR LOG ONTO www.bookaroute.com

Fyne Homes Ltd is a charitable, community based Registered Social 
Landlord owning and managing 1500 homes in Bute, Cowal, Mid-Argyll 
and Kintyre.  Fyne Homes is also a registered Property Factor providing 
factoring services to around 400 homes and has active development and 
capital investment programmes.

TECHNICAL SERVICES MANAGER
Based in Rothesay on the Isle of Bute

Salary Scale:   Grade 6
£34,485 - £40,817 

Due to imminent staff retirements, we are now recruiting for a Technical 
Services Manager to join our Technical Services Team, based at our Head 
office in Rothesay. 

Reporting to the Technical Services Director, you will be responsible for 
the delivery of a high quality tenant and customer focused repairs service 
along with developing asset management plans and implementing our 
Cyclical and Capital Investment programmes.  You will also assist in the 
delivery of our development programme along with ensuring our housing 
stock meets the Energy Efficiency Standard for Social Housing (EESSH).

Applicants require to be educated to HND standard or equivalent in a 
Technical or Building related field, have excellent communication, interper-
sonal and motivational skills, experience of line managing a team, Health & 
Safety experience and be computer literate in Microsoft packages.

TECHNICAL SERVICES OFFICER
(MID-ARGYLL)

Salary Scale:   Grade 5
£27,713 - £33,433 

We are currently recruiting for a Technical Services Officer to join our team. 
This will be based at our Lochgilphead office and cover the Mid-Argyll 
area.

Reporting to the Technical Services Manager, you will provide an effective 
and efficient property management service as part of a team within Fyne 
Homes and work closely with the contractors delivering services under 
our Framework Agreements.  Key tasks include day to day management of 
reactive, cyclical and capital investment programmes.

It is desirable that applicants either hold or are studying towards a relevant 
professional qualification or can demonstrate equivalent working knowl-
edge and experience in the property maintenance/building sector.

The hours of work for each post are 35 hours per week.

In return for the above we offer an attractive salary and conditions.

Application packs can be obtained from
Fyne Homes Ltd
81 Victoria Street, Rothesay
Isle of Bute, PA20 0AP
Tel:  0345 607 7117
e-mail:  postmaster@fynehomes.co.uk
or visit our website – www.fynehomes.org.uk
to download a pack 

Closing Date: Noon on Monday 16 May 2016   
Interview Date: Week commencing 23 May 2016
Fyne Homes believes in promoting equality and diversity

Argyll & Bute TSI require a Finance 
Officer, based at their Oban office. 

29 hours, £12.38 per hour.

The postholder will be responsible for 
administering the finances, payroll and Sage 
accounting for the organisation. They must 
be experienced at using Sage software, 
have financial administration experience and 
work as part of a busy team in a complex 
organisation.  This is a responsible and 
important role demanding accuracy and an 
ability to work to deadlines.

For an informal conversation contact the CEO, 
Glenn Heritage, 01631 564839, For details and 
application form email shirley@argylltsi.org.uk  
Closing date is Thursday 12th May.

Charity no SC029947.  Co SC277345.

Work and Live in Beautiful Argyll and Bute
A fantastic opportunity has arisen for an experienced Service Manager 
to lead and develop our Drug & Alcohol Recovery Service across 
Argyll and Bute.  

Service Manager
c£35,000 pa • Location flexible within Argyll & Bute • Benefits Package

With offices in Dunoon, Oban, Lochgilphead, Helensburgh, Bute and 
Islay Addaction is commissioned to provide a recovery service for people 
concerned about their own or someone else’s drug or alcohol use.  

The successful candidate will be passionate about recovery, have at least 
2 years management experience and hold an SVQ 4 Health & Social 
Care (Adults) at SCQF level 9 or equivalent qualification in line with SSSC 
requirements.

The role will include responsibility for the leadership, management and 
clinical governance of the project to ensure delivery of a high quality recovery 
orientated service.  He/she will also be expected to work collaboratively with 
project funders, relevant stakeholders and other local partners to build strong 
relationships and ensure effective working practices. 

For a full job specification and to apply for this post please visit the 
Addaction web site, 

www.addaction.org / Work for Us / Job Vacancies. Advert Reference 696

Closing date for applications 15 May 2016

Please note that all applications must be made via our web site.

For further information please contact Hazel Smith - 
hazel.smith@addaction.org.uk/0141 221 8390
Charity registered in England and Wales no 1001957 and in Scotland no SCO40009. 
A company limited by guarantee. Registered no 2580377

Advanced Tree Felling Ltd is a Swedish based 
arborist/tree felling company, carrying out large 
scale forestry and arborist operations for the 
Swedish state.
We are currently looking to recruit Argyll based 
ground fellers for upcoming contracts in West 
Argyll.
The successful applicants will join an 
expanding, successful company with excellent
working conditions and rates of pay.
Please contact us immediately at the following 
e-post address, stating experience and 
providing details of your relevant certificates.
mail@avancerad-tradfallning.se
Tel. 0046 70756 7774
Visit us at facebook/avancerad tradfallning i 
nora ab
instagram@avanceradtradfallning

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited has a requirement for:

Deck or Engine Trainee
Competitive Salary Ref: 512-SG

An exciting opportunity has arisen within CalMac Ferries for Deck and Engine Trainees to join 
our Fleet. 

The successful candidates will be the � rst in Scotland to enter into Level 5 Certi� cate in Maritime 
Studies delivered by the City of Glasgow College following its multimillion pound transformation. 

You will be paid a generous salary and all college, travel and accommodation fees are paid by 
the company. We are proud of our supportive working environment; trainees will have a trainee 
mentor and on-going support from the company and college.

Initially Deck and Engine Trainees spend four/� ve weeks at college commencing 19th September 
2016 in Glasgow. You will then have at least two months of sea service on a rota whilst 
undergoing approved on-board training, to obtain an STCW Watch Rating certi� cate. There 
will be a second (and third for Engine) college attendance required throughout the training 
programme along with a further 12 months sea time on-board.

For more information and for details on how to apply please visit the CalMac website before 
the closing date.

https://www.calmac.co.uk/careers/careers-at-calmac

Closing date: 5th May 2016. 

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

 



Thursday 28 April, 2016 - www.obantimes.co.uk 23PUBLIC NOTICES

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

16/01702/FUL

16/01733/FUL

16/01764/FUL

Development  Address

Land 70M SE of 8 
Dalnabreack,
Acharacle

Highland Titles Nature 
Reserve,
Duror, Appin

Bruce Cottage, Lochyside
Fort William

Proposal Description

Demolition of cottage, erection of 
replacement house, and installation 
of septic tank (amendment to 
15/01610/FUL)

Construction of a new  junction with 
the A828 for the entrance/exit to 
& from the Highland Titles Nature 
Reserve

Formation of serviced house site

Proposed Assignation of 
a Grazings Share(s) 

John Neilson is applying to 
the Crofting Commission 
for consent to assign the 
grazings share(s) pertain-
ing to the croft at Loch-
donhead, Pennygown and 
Toronsay to Steven James 
of Ormaig, The Crescent, 
Lochdon, Isle of Mull.

If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing, or some 
other permanent form to 
the Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, Leach-
kin Road, Inverness, IV3 
8NW (email:  info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk) within 28 
days from the date of pub-
lication of the advert.

Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties.   Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information Enquiry.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Jennifer Cecilia Ma-
cLachlan has registered 
her croft 5 Achluachrach, 
Kilmonivaig on the Crofting 
Register held by the Regis-
ters of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 19 January 
2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2632.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Glen MacDonald has 
registered his crofts-
Bishops Walk and Cnoc 
Oran on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes 
to challenge the regis-
tration may apply to the 
Scottish Land Court by 
09 January 2017

Details of the registra-
tion can be found at 
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home. The croft 
registration numbersare 
C2568 and C2567

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
PUBLIC HEARING  

A Public Hearing will 
be held by the Crofting 
Commission into the 
application by Mrs Iona 
Larg to decroft part of 
the croft at 1 Caoles, 
Tiree.
The Hearing will take 
place in the small hall 
at  An Talla – Community 
Hall, Crossapol, Isle of 
Tiree on Wednesday, 18 
May 2016 at 12:30 pm 
and anyone interested 
may attend.  A statement 
of the facts and relevant 
issues may be obtained 
by writing to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW by 
11 May 2016 quoting 
the reference number:   
4.86.59222

First Registration 
of a Croft

Alasdair Cameron has 
registered the croft, 80 & 85 
Portuairk, Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart, on the Crofting 
Register held by the Regis-
ters of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by January 13, 
2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2573.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Shelagh Munro has regis-
tered the croft 2 Torcastle & 
Mount Alexander, Kilmallie 
, on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by January 6, 
2017. 

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2548.

Oban Lorne 
RFC

AGM
Monday 30th 

May 2016
6pm at the 
Clubhouse

Annual General 
Meeting

of the

Friends of Oban 
Hospice

will take place in
the Gallery of the 

Church Centre
Glencruitten Road, 

Oban at 7.30 on 
Thursday 19 May 2016

All welcome

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

APPLICATIONS 

C H Sinclair
1 & 2 Ardconnel, Kilmore & 
Kilbride
0.1 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
65547

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the land, within 
28 days of the date of this 
newspaper.
Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, Leach-
kin Road, Inverness IV3 
8NW or info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

G Macdonald
Cnoccoran, Kilfinichen & 
Kilvickeon
0.15 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
4.86.62355
Conditions: 2, 3b, 4

Noinations (Glasgow) Ltd
Stuckroich, Strathlachan
0.322 ha - Existing house 
site 
4.86.61928
Conditions: 3b, 4

Mrs S Cameron
70 & 71 Camaghael, Kil-
mallie
0.1 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
4.86.49082
Conditions: 2, 3(b), 4,

Conditions

(2) To provide a site for a 
dwellinghouse 
(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:
(b) the proposed develop-
ment completion
(4) That fence shall be 
maintained in good order 
and repair by each succes-
sive owner or occupier of 
the land.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date of 
this advert.

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected at Oban Lorn and Isles area office Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban 
PA34 4AW, between 09:00-12.30 and 13.30- 17:00hrs Monday to Friday and 10:00-12:30 and 13:30-17:00hrs on Wednesday 
or at the Mid Argyll Kintyre and Isles area office 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD between 09:00 – 17:00hrs Monday 
to Friday and at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/00874/PP Alterations and extension to visitors centre Welcome Centre Iona Abbey 
Isle Of Iona Argyll And Bute 
PA76 6SW 

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Iona

16/00769/PP Erection of single storey extension to enclose biomass 
boiler and fuel store and erection of flagpole (retrospective)

Creagan Inn Creagan Appin 
Argyll PA38 4BQ 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

16/01080/PP Installation of 6 no. replacement windows from 
timber frame to uPVC white double glazed

Sealladh Na Mara Shore Street 
Bowmore Isle Of Islay Argyll 
And Bute PA43 7LB

Bowmore Area 
Office Isle of Islay

16/00995/PP Re-rendering of external walls 50 Bay View Port Wemyss 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute 
PA47 7SU 

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED)
Notice is hereby given that Mr and Mrs Oliphant have submitted a Masterplan to Argyll and Bute Council in respect of Argyll 
and Bute Local Development Plan 2015 – Potential Development Area (PDA) 4009 (residential development). 
A copy of the Masterplan (reference 16/00949/MPLAN may be inspected Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm at Planning and 
Regulatory Services, Area Office, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW and by logging on the Council’s website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications during the period of 28 days beginning with the 
date of this notice.
Any person who wishes to make representations to the council about the Masterplan should make them in writing to Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Area Office Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW before the 26th May 2016.
Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
(OBAN LIVE EVENT)(TEMPORARY TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT) ORDER 2016
On Monday 25th April 2016, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order under Section 62 of the Roads (Scotland) 
Act 1984, which will make it unlawful for a temporary period for any person to wait, drive or cause or permit to be driven 
any vehicle, on any of the roads in a manner contravening the Schedules to this Order for the purpose of facilitating the 
Oban Live Concert. 
The restrictions imposed by this Order, which are desirable because of considerations of public safety and convenience during 
the event, will be in operation when indicated by signs at the times detailed in the schedule below on the 13th and 14th 
May 2016.

SCHEDULE 1 - PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 
(Affected residents will receive passes for their vehicles)

Glencruitten Road Between Soroba Road and Mossfield Avenue 2230 hours to 2400 hours on May 13th and 
May 14th

Mossfield Avenue Between Glencruitten Road and Mossfield Drive 0001 hours on May13th to 2400 hours on the 
May 14th

SCHEDULE 2 - NO WAITING AT ANY TIME/NO LOADING AT ANY TIME 
0001 HOURS ON 13 MAY TO 2400 HOURS ON 14 MAY

Mossfield Avenue On both sides between Glencruitten Road and Mossfield Drive

Mossfield Avenue On the north east side between Mossfield Drive and Glencruitten Drive

Glencruitten Road On both sides between Soroba Road and the access road to the Golf Club

Miller Road On the northwest side between Soroba Road and Quarry Road

Quarry Road On the west side between Miller Road and Glencruitten Road

Soroba Road On the east side between the Garage Entrance and Soroba Lane

SCHEDULE 3 – PROHIBITION OF ENTRY 

Mossfield Drive to 
Glencruitten Road

0001 hours on May 13th to 2400 hours on the May 14th

Alternative routes will be via adjacent streets and will be signed in an appropriate manner.

If a vehicle is parked without complying with the provisions of this order, then a contravention will have occurred 
and a penalty charge will be payable. A penalty charge notice may then be issued by a parking attendant. 
A copy of the Order may be inspected at the Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

AGMs
Comann Eachdraidh 

Lios Mor Ltd and
Taic Comann Eachdraidh 

Lios Mor Ltd
Saturday 28th May 2016  4.30
Lismore Gaelic Heritage Centre

www.lismoregaelicheritagecentre.org

SCOTTISH HYDRO ELECTRIC POWER TRANSMISSION PLC

ELECTRICITY ACT 1989
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

THE ELECTRICITY (APPLICATIONS FOR CONSENT) 
REGULATIONS 1990

Notice is hereby given that Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission Plc (part of Scot-
tish and Southern Energy Power Distribution), 10 Henderson Road, Inverness IV1 
1SN (a company incorporated under the Companies Acts with the registered num-
ber SC213461) and having its registered offi ce at Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld 
Road, Perth PH1 3AQ has applied to Scottish Ministers for consent to install and 
keep installed a new single circuit angle / terminal tower (GRID REFERENCE NN 
1224 7416; Landranger Sheet No. 41), which is adjacent to an existing tower (num-
bered T155). The location of the new tower (T156) is to the rear of Fort William Grid 
Substation and is of 25.0 metres in height. The new tower is part of a refurbishment 
of the existing 132kv overhead line from Fort William Grid Substation to Lundavra. 
Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission PLC has also applied for a direction under 
Section 57(2) of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 that planning 
permission for the development noted above is deemed to be granted.
A copy of this application with a plan showing the land to which this application relates 
is available for inspection free of charge during normal offi ce hours at The Highland 
Council Area Planning Offi ce, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William PH33 6XY.
Any representations should be made in writing to The Scottish Government, Energy 
Consents Unit, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow G2 8LU or by 
email to representations@scotland.gsi.gov.uk  identifying the proposal and specify-
ing grounds for objection or support, not later than 26th May 2016. Representations 
should be dated and should clearly state the name (in block capitals) and full return 
email or postal address of those making representation.  All representations to the 
Scottish Government will be copied to the planning authority on request.
As a result of a statutory objection from the relevant planning authority, or where 
Scottish Ministers decide to exercise their discretion to do so, Scottish Ministers can 
also cause a Public Local Inquiry (PLI) to be held.
Following receipt of all views and representations, Scottish Ministers will determine 
the application for consent in two ways:
• Consent the proposal, with or without conditions attached; or
• Reject the proposal

Fair Processing Notice
The Scottish Government Energy Consents and Deployment Unit processes appli-
cations under the Electricity Act 1989. During the process, to support transparency 
in decision making, the Scottish Government publishes online at www.energycon-
sents.scot. When making an email or paper representation you will automatically 
be opted in to its publication unless you choose to mark it as confi dential. We may 
share your personal data with DPEA and local Planning Authorities but will not pub-
lish your personal data (e.g. your name and address) as this is removed beforehand 
in compliance with the Data Protection Act. Should you choose not to provide your 
personal data then your representation will only be considered by Scottish Ministers 
and not be shared for consideration with any other party. If you have any concerns 
about how your personal data is handled, please email us at: energyconsents@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk or write to Local Energy & Consents, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 
150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU

First Registration of a Croft

Anne Allan Cameron has 
registered the croft 20B 
Lower Carnoch, Lismore & 
Appin, on the Crofting Reg-
ister held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 21 January, 
2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home. 
The croft registration num-
ber is C2507.



COFFEE TABLE glass top 
coffee table with wrought iron 
base. Excellent condition,  £25 
Telephone 01586 830106.

 GARDEN
VICTORIAN CHIMNEY 
POTS in various shapes and 
colours.  Ideal garden planters 
or ornamental features.  Prices 
from £40  Telephone 01631 
564578².
VICTORIAN/EDWARDIAN 
CART Wheel from small to 
very large.  Re-painted for 
garden or hotel display.  Prices 
start at £40 Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CAST IRON 
LAWN ROLLER in good 
working order.  Re-painted 
for garden display.  Please 
telephone for details,  £90 
Telephone 01631 564578².

 GARDEN MACHINERY
LOGGER’S MATE 
Roughneck 65.690, safe 
way to cut logs, never used, 
in original box,  £25 ono 
Telephone 01631 710765.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

COAL EFFECT FIRE 
Dimplex coal effect electric 

CHIMNEY SERVICES

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com
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PAINTING & DECORATING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
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£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

OBAN BLINDS

FERRIS 
IS4500Z

2006 Zero-turn 
mower.  Diesel 61” 
cut rear discharge.  

706 hours, excellent 
condition

 £3000
plus VAT 

Telephone
01880 770209

BLINDS

WOOD BURNING STOVES

TREE SERVICES

AFAM
Argyll forestry, windblown 

trees cleared, standing timber 
bought, fully insured.

Contact:- Michael Swailes 07887608082
afamservicesargyll@gmail.com

WANTED PORTACABIN/CONTAINER

 BUILDING / DIY
GATES pair of metal gates, 
each 2.54m x 1.47m, need 
refurbishing,  £200ono 
Telephone 01586 810304.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
WHEEL COVER Cherokee 
in full leather head dress rear 
door wheel cover, adjust to 
any model,  £50 Telephone 
01586 551942 after 5pm.

 CARAVAN EQUIPMENT
AQUAROLL 40 LITRE 
water carrier for caravan. 
Good clean condition with 
handle,  £20 Telephone 01631 
770698.
CAMPING SATELITTE TV 
KIT Freesat box, mounts, 
coax cable, remote, dish. 
Complete freesat kit,  £15 
Telephone 01631 770698.
CARAVAN NOSE WEIGHT 
GUAGE Carasafe nose weight 
gauge for caravan. 50Kg to 
100Kg,  £8 Telephone 01631 
770698.
FULLSTOP EXCALIBUR 
WHEELCLAMP complete 
in very good condition. Carry 
/ storage bag, three keys. 
Instructions, very secure, 
easy fi t,  £50 Telephone 01631 
770698.
MILENCO CARAVAN OR 
MOTORHOME security 
handrail, new, still in box,  
£40 Telephone 01397 708722.
PORCH AWNING 190cm w 
and 180cm d, draught skirt, 
Hi-vis peg lines, pegs and 
instructions, used once,  £25 
Telephone 01397 708722.
WASTEMASTER AND 
COVER waste water 
container, good clean 
condition with water proof 
cover,  £30 Telephone 01631 
770698.

 CARS AND CAR PARTS 
UNDER £250

VOLVO XC70/V70 FRONT 
SPRING from 2006 xc70, 
spare after replacing pair of 
springs,  £10 Telephone 01631 
770698.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

PRINTER Epson Stylus 
SX130 series, used twice,  £20 
Telephone 01631 562750.
VODAFONE SURE SIGNAL 
BOX ,  £50 Telephone 07824 
377107.

 DOMESTIC APPLIANCES
CHEST FREEZER Norfrost, 
W 21”, H 32”, D 21”,  £50 
Telephone 01631 562631.
FRIDGE FREEZER silver 
Beko, 3 years old, immaculate 
working order,  £50ono 
Telephone 01369 840558.
HOOVER, DYSON DC04 old 
but in good condition for age, 
hence price, good working 
order,  £25 Telephone 07577 
222019.
TUMBLE DRIER 
CONDENSER White Knight, 
brand new,  £70 ono Telephone 
01369 840558.
VAX V-020 CARPET 
WASHER cylinder type carpet 
shampooer. Complete in very 
good condition. Excellent 
carpet washer, and great 
for cleaning up spills,  £50 
Telephone 01631 770698.

 DOMESTIC PETS
BLACK COCKER SPANIEL 
PUPPIES two girls, one boy.  
Mother/ father can be seen,  
£600 Telephone 07979 813577.
BROWN JENNY DONKEY 4 
years Irish bred, passported and 
chipped.  Still a little shy but 
leads easily,  £300 Telephone 
01631 564085  or 07990 731845.
CRESTED GECCO Male 
Crested Gecco, fed on repashy 
gecco diet.  Complete with 
everything  including tank. 3 
years old, collect from Oban,  
£90 Telephone 07828 730964².

 FURNITURE
BEDROOM FURNITURE 
Stag Minstrel solid mahogany 
single wardrobe, 5ft headboard 
c/w drawers, dressing table 
c/w mirror & tall chest. VG 
condition,  £450 Telephone 
01546 603923.

fi re with 2kw fan heater 1800-
2000w black / brass. Excellent 
condition,  £49 Telephone 
01586 830106.
DIMPLEX HEATER Dimplex 
oil fi ll  portable column heater 
with variable thermostatic 
control and easy glide castors,  
£20 Telephone 01586 830106.
GEL FIRE wall mounted black 
/stainless steel Gel fi re with 5 
bottles of Gel Fuel. Cost £400 
new,  £75 Telephone 01586 
830106.

 HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and Pink 
colours in stock available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 HOME ENTERTAINMENT
PORTABLE TV WITH DVD 
15inch portable TV with 
integral DVD player. Ideal 
for child’s bedroom,  £20 
Telephone 01631 710732.
TV STAND glass shelves, very 
good condition,  £25 Telephone 
01586 810183.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
CURTAINS 90” x 90”, fully 
lined, as new, beige/taupe,  £45 
Telephone 01631 562750.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

BASIN white bow front, 85cm 
long, 49.5cm & 36.5cm wide. 
Basin to fi t ‘ vanity ‘ unit also 
for sale,  £95 Telephone 01546 
886680.
BASIN BASE UNIT white two 
doors, glazed opaque fi nish. 
Three small drawers, white, 
chrome handles. 80cm long, 
83cm high, 33cm wide,  £95 
Telephone 01546 886680.
RAYBURN COOKER with 
boiler, brand new, never been 
installed. Claret,  £3000 
Telephone 01546 605276².

 LEISURE AND LIFESTYLE
BINOCULARS Meade 10 
x 50,  £35 Telephone 01631 
562750.

FAMILY TENT brand new 
from Halfords, cost £200 new,  
£40 Telephone 01369 840558.
HOTSTIX Babyliss electric 
hotstix,  £20 Telephone 01631 
562750.
STEP MACHINE Get Fit 
in your own home. Mini 
Step Machine can help tone 
your legs and thighs,  £15 
Telephone 01586 830106.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle of 
Skye, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a popular 
gift for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE
SMARTWAVE 8’ 
DINGHY rowing/outboard 
polypropolene, double 
skinned, 45kg, with oars, 
good order,  £350 Telephone 
01397 772522 Corpach or 
07900 447995.

 MISCELLANEOUS
JCB POWER WASHER used 
three times, attachments 
included,  £50 Telephone 
01586 551942 after 5pm.
S C E N E RY/ BAC K D RO P 
MDF hand painted mountain 

scenery with fairy lights. 
7m long, 1 m rising to 2m 
high. Suitable stage, events, 
fun décor.  Telephone 07919 
131121.

 MOBILE AND HOME 
TELEPHONES

CORDLESS PHONE 
Gigaset,  £10 Telephone 01631 
562750.

 MOBILITY
WALKING AID four 
wheeled,  £35 Telephone 
01631 562750.

 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
PIANO ACCORDION 
Excelsior 1320 EM Midi, 120 
bass, 4 voice. Mint Condition, 
includes case and three midi 
units. Genuine reason for 
sale. Lochgilphead,  £1400 
Telephone 07747 606985².
PIANO KEYBOARD Casio 
LK-160 full size lighting 
digital piano keyboard with 
stand and headphones.  
Excellent condition,  £50 
Telephone 07471 151287.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

ADIDAS HOLDALL red 
Adidas badminton racquet 
holdall, c/w 1 badminton 
racquet and 2 tennis racquets,  
£20 Telephone 01586 830106.
CANADIAN CANOE Old 
Town Penobscott 164 touring/
family open canoe.  Polylink3 
material & ash seats, dark 
green.  Very good condition,  
£700 Telephone 01586 
810276².
HEAD TORNADO 660  
Tennis Raquet, Graphite Tech 
- Mid plus - Constant Beam. 
Seldom used. Excellent 
condition,  £20 Telephone 
01546 602087.
WILSON ULTRA PRO 
TENNIS  Racquet Titanium 
Softshock Vibration 
Dampening - Midplus - High 
Beam Series - Cover. 4¼ 
USL2  seldom used, excellent 
condition,  £20 Telephone 
01546 602087.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

BUSINESS STATIONERY 
Design and printing of 
letterheads, comp slips and 
cards, for a hassle free service 
contact Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
MOVED HOME? Sticky 
address labels to attach on 
all your correspondence. 500 
labels from £20. Call Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 554975.

 TICKETS FOR SALE
OBAN LIVE OVER18 full 
2 day ticket, 10% discounted 

price,  £47 Telephone 07789 
488805.
OBAN LIVE WEEKEND 
TICKETS 4 x weekend tickets 
for Oban Live, 13-14 May 2016,  
£175 Telephone 07875 147863².

 TRAILERS
CAR TRAILER Brian James 
Clubman. Gross 2.0 tons, twin 
axle, braked trailer with hand 
winch, length 4.0 meters, 
width 1.9 meters, very low 
mileage, excellent condition, 
Lochgilphead,  £1750 
Telephone 01546 602471 or 
07711 319190².



WEDDINGS

C O N D I T I O N S  O F  A C C E P TA N C E  F O R 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and 
conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements in 
all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media 
Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein 
or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice 
and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any 
particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to 
be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax 
or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by 
the Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, 
the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in 
full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts 
and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the 
Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed 
that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or 
such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) 
of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in 
which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the 
event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall 
the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price 
paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify 
the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as the result of 
legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a 
series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on 
acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be 
due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed 
on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher 
may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is 
paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment 
levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the 
discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the 
Post Offi ce. http://termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Editorial

Newsdesk
Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Chief reporter
Louise Glen
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Trainee reporter
David McPhee
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Advertising  executive
Rhona McKillop
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Advertising
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Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Stephanie Dunsta� nage
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Advertising  executive
Julie Baird
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Advertising  executive
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McKechnie - Gram 
Mr and Mrs Alan McKechnie of North Connel, Oban,  
are pleased to announce the marriage of their eldest 

daughter Katie Helen Mckechnie to Nicholas Abel Gram of 
Springfi eld, Illinois.  The wedding took place on Saturday 

12th March 2016 at Stonefi eld Castle Hotel. Tarbert, Argyll. 
The Reverend Ian McFarlane from Oban Baptist Church 

offi ciated. The happy couple now live in Germany where the 
groom, a member of the United States Airforce is currently 

stationed. The couple would like to thank all those who 
helped to make it a most memorable occasion.

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

Senior reporter
Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Trainee reporter
Ellie Forbes
reporter@obantimes.co.uk

Thought for the week
BREAD : FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Luke 11.v 11 ‘Give us this day our daily bread’

CAN you remember the 
fragrant smell of bread  
baking? It floats through 
the house or wafts out 
of the baker’s shop. 
Delicious,  enticing.

 It is such an important  
staple food throughout 
the world, yet some of our 
brothers and sisters in the 
world starve for want of it. 

A little poem I once read 
says it all:

“There is so much 
beauty in bread

Beauty of sun and soil.
Beauty of patient toil.
Winds and rain have 

caressed it.
Christ so often 

blessed it.
Be gentle

When you touch 
bread.”  

Jesus teaches us to ask 
for such a simple basic 
thing in life. Food. 

He asks us to be utterly 
dependent on Him to 
provide for food for our 
bodies, our minds and our 
souls. 

He asks us to be 
responsible stewards in 
sharing with others all that 
God’s bountiful Earth has 
to offer. 

There is enough for us 
all, if only we would share!   

The prayer becomes even 
deeper if we   consider 
“bread” to be anything for 
which we hunger. 

It is a prayer for anything 
that affirms us and 
sustains us: God’s love; the 
love of another; respect 

and dignity as a human 
being; spiritual food 
which comes from Prayer, 
Scripture or Sacrament.  

To pray, “Give us this 
day our daily bread,” is to 
pray that Jesus will meet 
each one of our legitimate 
needs, and the needs of 
those for whom we pray. 

It is a prayer for a change 
in the way we all live so 
that there is no more 
hunger and thirst, no 
more tears. It is a prayer 
that justice and equity may 
reign.

It is a prayer to hold on 
our lips, each time we 
break bread together and 
give thanks to Him who is 
the Bread of Life.

J.M.M.

A  MEETING of Muckairn 
Church Guild was held in 
the church last month. 

Stella Huntingford led 
the prayers and Marlene 
Stranners read from 
Philippians chapter four. 

The guest speaker, Fiona 
Marks, then gave a talk 
on the guild project ‘Let’s 
Stick Together’.

This is a charitable 
group that works with new 
parents to help them stay 
together, refocus on each 
other, strengthen their 
relationship and keep their 

family united. 
Presenters are local 

volunteers, trained by Care 
for the Family. 

They give short informal 
talks to various early years  
groups including antenatal, 
post-natal and toddler 
groups, which are free with 
the guild’s support. 

The sessions focus on 
three principles: Stop bad 
habits, start good habits 
and keeping the father 
involved. 

These have been found to 
make a happy relationship, 

strengthen family life in 
good times and for help in 
bad times. 

Bereavement support is 
also provided.

Ms Marks also played the 
hymns Jesus calls us here to 
meet him and What a friend 
we have in Jesus on the 
piano. Ivy Smart expressed 
everybody’s thanks and 
appreciation. 

Muckairn Guild will hold 
a coffee morning in the 
village hall on May 7 to 
raise funds for ‘Let’s Stick 
Together’.

Speaker introduces Muckairn Church 
Guild to ‘Let’s Stick Together’ project

A FORMER safari game 
reserve worker has been 
ordained as a Church of 
Scotland minister on the 
Isle of Skye.

Janet Easton-Berry will 
leave her native South 
Africa to take up minis-
terial duties in Bracadale 
and Duirinish on the North 
West of the island where 
there has been a vacancy 
for 18 months.

Mrs Easton-Berry, 53, 
worked with elephants, 
lions and rhinos on several 
games reserves in the Kwa-
zalu-Natal Province as a sa-
fari camp supervisor, which 
she says was an ‘incredible 
experience’ that helped 
shape her world view.

She has also worked as a 
social worker, including a 
period in child protection 

in London, which has 
provided her with valuable 
experience she could bring 
to this new role.

Mrs Easton-Berry said: 
‘I have a great love of God 
and people and I am very 
excited to have my first 
charge at Bracadale and 
Duirinish.

‘I am inspired by faith and 
very much looking forward 
to getting to know and 
serve the community. 

‘Being a minister is the 
best job in the world be-
cause it is such a privilege 
to walk alongside people 
and hear their stories. 

‘I have worked in different 
fields but skills are transfer-
able so I carry what I have 
learned with me which will 
help me in my ministry.’

Growing up in South 

Africa during Apartheid 
has inspired a passion for 
justice within her. 

She added: ‘Jesus stood up 
for injustice so that is why I 
decided to become a social 
worker so I could help peo-
ple who have no voice.’

The Rev John Murray, 
clerk to the Presbytery of 
Lochcarron and Skye, said: 
‘We are delighted to have 
the charge filled again and 
are looking forward to the 
fruits of this new ministry 
which is just starting. 

‘Janet brings a lot of 
experience from different 
settings. 

‘Most importantly, she 
brings a great love of God 
and for the people of the 
parish. 

‘We all wish her well as 
she settles in.’

New full-time minister 
joins Isle of Skye parishes 

Janet Easton-Berr - The Isle of Skye new minister.

ENGAGEMENTS

GRAHAM - HENDERSON 
- Both families have 
pleasure in announcing 
the engagement of Lorna, 
daughter of Pat and Lorne of 
Oban, to Ewen, son of Mary 
and Oonie of Strontian.
ROSS - MORRISON - Both 
families are delighted to 
announce the engagement 
of Susannah, only daughter 
of Stephen and Kareen 
Ross, Lochawe, to Graham, 
elder son of James and Jean 
Morrison, Airdrie.

DEATHS

MACINTYRE - Peacefully 
at home with her family 
on April 21, 2016. Rachel, 
beloved wife of the late 
Donald Archie, loving and 
much loved mother, granny, 
great-granny, aunt and friend 
who will be sadly missed by 
all her family.
MACLEAN - Peacefully at 
the Mull and Iona Community 
hospital after a short illness 
so bravely fought on the 
April 23, 2016, Dorothy 
Maclean, Salen, Isle of Mull 
aged 85 years. Loving wife of 
Malcolm, much loved Mum, 
granny and sister. Sorely 
missed. Funeral service to be 
held at Salen parish church 
on Friday April 29, 2016 at 
12.00 noon. Thereafter to 
Pennygown cemetery.
WILES - Peacefully at Islay 
Hospital on Thursday April 
21, Brian, beloved husband 
of Morag, dear dad to Tracy, 
respected stepfather to Lorna 
and much loved papa to Isla. 
Very sadly missed.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

MACKIE - The family of Bill 
wish to express sincere thanks 
to all friends and neighbours 
for the kindness and 
sympathy shown to them on 
their recent sad bereavement. 
Thanks in particular to Iain 
and Anne MacMillan for 
exceptional friendship and 
care of Bill, thanks also to 
Rev James Beaton for his 
comforting service, the staff 
and volunteers at the Atlantic 
Islands Centre and to D & 
A Munn Funeral Directors 
Ltd for their kindness, 
consideration and effi ciency.
McNEILL - Seamus and 
Owen would like to thank 
all relatives and friends 
who attended the church 
service and the graveside 
at the sad loss of Wilma.  
Special thanks go to Duncan, 
Heather and family, Robert, 
Annie, Kath and family and 
Seonaid and Billy for their 
kindness and support.  To 
Father Matthew for a warm 
and spiritual service.  To 
Mary Catherine MacNeil for 
her beautiful singing, Ronald 
MacMillan for his kindness 
and help.  Also to ambulance 
crews, police and Drs 
McElroy and Emma Boyle 
for their prompt and effi cient 
assistance.  To Catriona and 
all at Hamish Hoey for their 
effi cient and sympathetic 
funeral arrangements, all 
hospital staff for showing 
such warmth to Wilma.  To 
Moreen Gracie for the lovely 
fl ower arrangements and the 
Royal Hotel for the catering.  
To all friends and neighbours 
for help and kindness shown 
to Wilma over many years.   
Collection for ABCD raised 
£600.  Moran Taing
MONTGOMERY - The 
family of the late Neil 
(Monty), would like to 

thank relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the 
kind expressions of 
sympathy. Special thanks to 
Kinlochleven Surgery and 
Lochaber District Nurses for 
care provided, thanks also to 
minister Dr Malcolm Kinnear 
and Mike McFall and staff for 
funeral  care. The sum of £840 
was collected and will be 
split between Kinlochleven 
Surgery, Lochaber District 
Nurses and Macmillan 
Nurses.

MEMORIAMS 

BANNATYNE - In loving 
memory of Caroline, who died 
April 30, 1968, age 6.
Dead but not forgotten.
- Dad.
DOWNIE – Alister, father 
and grandfather who died May 
2, 1999.
Loved and remembered.
- McLean family, Gourock.
KERR - Cherished memories 
of our darling son, brother 
and uncle Jamie, so tragically 
taken from us on April 30, 
2015, aged 25 years.
Our lives will never be the 
same again.
- Love Mum and Dad, John, 
Danielle and Jack, Amanda 
and David, Jordan and 
Ashleigh xxx
KERR - Jamie, tragically 
taken on April 30, 2015.
Love and miss you little one
- Toni xxx
You spent your dash well Jam
Always remembered.
Charlie, Lianne and Adam xxx
MACAULAY - Precious 
memories of my dear wife, 
Mary, who passed away on 
April 30, 2011.
Quietly remembered every 
day.
- Hector, Bayhead, North Uist.
MACKAY - In loving memory 
of our dad Bill MacKay died 
April 28, 2010.
Gone are the days we used to 
share
But in our hearts you are 
always there.
Also remembering our mum 
Alison, who died August 20, 
2012.
- Alison, Caroline, Billy and 
families.
MACPHEE - In loving 
memory of our aunt Margaret 
(Manda), who died April 28, 
2006.
- From all the family
MACKECHNIE - In loving 
memory of our dear parents, 
John, who died on April 
29, 1972 and Catherine 
McCallum, who died March 
6, 1953.
No longer in our lives to share
But in our hearts forever there.
- Inserted by their loving 
family.
MILLER – Betty, 30/04/13 
and Peter, 13/05/08. 
Wonderful parents and missed 
so much.
You two were simply the best. 
xxx
- George, Carla and Rebecca.
ROBERTSON - 
Remembering my cousin John 
(Lochaline), who died April 
28, 2008.
- Catherine, Stonehaven.
RUSSELL - Martin Donald 
Russell, passed away May 1, 
2012.
Let us be grateful to people 
who make us happy
They are the charming 
gardeners who make our souls 
blossom
Some days we miss you more 
and more
- Mum, Dad and family.

RYDINGS - Precious 
memories of our dearest mum 
and nana, Edie, who passed 
away on May1, 2015.
Remembering you is easy
We do it every day
But missing you is heartache
That never goes away.
- Mel, Chris and families.
STEELE - Donnie. In loving 
memory of our dear dad, 
father-in-law and papa, who 
died on April 30, 2015.
Also remembering our dear 
brother James Steele, who 
died August 8, 2011.
Sorely missed.
- Karen, Ewen, Callie and 
Carter x



FC Clydebank                      0
Oban Saints                  0
Marshall Cup - 3rd Round

Football

Saints almost fi nd themselves in a 
spot of bother

Keith Millar and Ross Maitland get in each others’ way after Allan Mackay � icked on a long throw from Willie Gemmell and a great chance 
was missed. Match report and photos Derek Black

Saints defender Craig Campbell 
must have thought he was 

seeing things when FC
Clydebank turned out in the 

colours of his former club 
Oban Athletic.

SAINTS Scottish Amateur Cup 
semi-final hangover continued 
in the Jimmy Marshall Trophy 
at Colquhoun Park, Bearsden 
last Saturday afternoon as they 
struggled to find a way past a de-
termined FC Clydebank of SAFL 
Premier Division Two. 

Saints were without no fewer 
than six players for this important 
cup match, assistant manager 
Donnie Campbell, Jamie Gra-
ham, Dean Smith, Craig MacE-
wan, Dene Cassells and Martin 
Bonar were all unavailable for 
various reasons so manager Alex 
Craik’s selection options again 
forced him to name himself on 
the bench, this time alongside 
David McArthur. 
 Adding to the team’s problems 
was an accident on the A82 
resulting in an enforced detour 
through Helensburgh, Cardross 
and Dumbarton which saw the 
Saints travelling party arrive at 
Colquhoun Park just 30 minutes 
prior to kick off.
 The two sides may be separated 
by 22 places on the Scottish Am-
ateur Football League ladder but 
the Bankies have lost only two 
games at home all season and 
were to prove a tough nut for the 
depleted Saints line-up to crack.

Stabbed
Stand-in striker Keith Millar 

had the first opportunity of the 
match in the second minute 
but his stabbed effort with the 
outside of his right foot flew wide 
of keeper Lewis Wood’s left hand 
post.

Saints dominated the opening 
exchanges but offered little in the 
way of an attacking threat with 
the home defence doing a good 
job in snuffing out any danger on 
the edge of their own box.

On the half hour mark Saints 
finally managed to get through 
the Bankies back four with Myles 
McAuley dribbling his way into 
the box all the way to the six-yard 
line where he was foiled in the 
act of shooting by a well-timed 
challenge from Ross Jackson.

Saints were finding a bit of 
room on the right and in the 39th 

Saints win 5-4 on penalties

minute Ross Maitland got on the 
end of a long pass from the back 
from Marc MacCallum to win a 
throw-in level with the penalty 
spot. Willie Gemmell wound up 
one of his long throws and found 
the head of Allan Mackay, who 
beat Graeme Watson to win a 
near post flick on. 

Saints had Ross Maitland and 

Millar piling in at the back post 
unfortunately the pair got in each 
others’ way with neither getting 
a good contact and the ball re-
bounding back across the face of 
goal and wide of keeper Wood’s 
left hand post. 

As the clock ticked down to 
the half time interval Saints 
continued to use the extra space 
afforded them on the right with 
first Craig Campbell and then 
Ross Maitland sending in deep 
crosses looking for Scott Mait-

Another Ross Maitland corner 
from the right was headed clear 
but only as far as Scott Maitland 
on the edge of the box who shot 
high and wide of the postage 
stamp corner.

Manager Craik made his only 
change in the 61st minute with-
drawing Millar and replacing 
him with David McArthur.

The personnel change brought 
with it a chance of formation with 
McArthur slotting into his accus-
tomed right back slot alongside 
Campbell, Marc MacCallum and 
Dougal Graham. 

Gemmell moved into midfield 
to join Kerr and McAuley with 
Ross Maitland, Mackay and Scott 
Maitland forming the front three. 

With 66 minutes gone McAuley 
made another good run from 
midfield and this time elected to 
shoot from the edge of the box 
sending in a daisy cutter which 
keeper Wood got down well to 
hold.

At the other end Kevin McInally 
fashioned a shooting opportunity 
from the corner of the box getting 
the better of Graham to send a 
low shot flashing across the face 
of goal and wide of McCulloch’s 
right hand post. 

A long ball from Mark Bird saw 
Bankies left winger Andy Camp-
bell get the better of McArthur,  
who was grateful to see his skip-
per MacCallum coming across to 
cut out the danger on the edge of 
the box. 

Making his first start since re-
turning from a long injury lay-off 
McAuley was never far from the 

heart of the action and came close 
to opening the scoring in the 75th 
minute. Ross Maitland won a 
throw-in on the right from which 
Gemmell picked out Mackay for 
another near post flick-on. 

The ball fell invitingly for 
McAuley eight yards out but he 
steered his right-foot shot a foot 
wide of the keeper’s left hand 
post with Campbell inches away 
from connecting and deflecting 
the ball on target.

Manager Craik probably real-
ised that a goal wasn’t going to 
come when yet another chance 
fell to the least prolific of goal 
scorers McAuley. 

McArthur and Ross Maitland 
linked up well on the right to 
find Mackay in the inside right 
channel. 

Mackay hit the bye-line and 
cut back a cross to McAuley who 
out-jumped Ross Jackson on the 
six-yard line but sent his header 
looping over the crossbar. 

Scissor kick
Saints’ final chance of note 

came in the 87th minute when 
Ross Maitland crossed from the 
left for Gemmell to try a spectac-
ular scissor kick which flew over 
the crossbar. 

After dominating the majority 
of the match without scoring 
Saints were almost caught with 
a last-minute sucker punch when 
Andy Campbell jinked inside 
Graham and fired in a fierce shot 
which McCulloch got both hands 
on to turn around his left-hand 
post for a corner kick. 

Kevin McInally sent over the 

corner kick from the right which 
Ross Jackson headed over before 
Mr Allan blew for full time 
signalling the need for a penalty 
shoot-out to decide who would 
proceed to the quarter finals. 

Ross Maitland had the unen-
viable task of going first and 
got Saints off to a positive start 
sending Lewis Wood the wrong 
way. 

David McArthur and Allan 
Mackay also safely converted for 
Saints with Alan Rodgers, Fraser 
Urquhart and Allan Sillars re-
sponding for the home side.

Scott Maitland followed the 
example of the previous three 
takers by going to the keeper’s 
left, however, this time Wood 
guessed correctly and threw up 
a strong right hand to tip Scott’s 
effort over the crossbar. 

McCulloch immediately lev-
elled things up diving low to his 
right to stop Kevin McInally and 
kept a close eye on the loose ball 
to gather safely at the second 
attempt. 

Willie Gemmell put Saints in 
front again but Andy Campbell 
scored to send the shoot out into 
sudden death. 

Paul Kerr stepped up to take 
the first of the sudden death spot 
kicks, however, referee Allan 
noticed that the net had come 
away from the crossbar opening 
up a hole which he insisted must 
be repaired before proceeding 
any further. 

Bankies official Craig McPher-
son produced another roll of in-
sulating tape and carried out the 

necessary repairs while Paul Kerr 
waited patiently for the signal to 
proceed. 

Thankfully the delay had no 
adverse effect on Kerr and he 
sent Wood the wrong way tucking 
the ball low inside the keeper’s 
right hand post to give Saints the 
advantage. 

Wood bravely stepped up to 
take the Bankies’ sixth penalty 
but was left a forlorn figure as 
his opposite number McCulloch 
dropped to his left to smother the 
ball and send Saints through to 
face Kings Park Rangers in the 
quarter final.

Perseverance
Although it was far from a 

vintage performance from 
Saints, full credit must go to the 
players whose perseverance was 
ultimately rewarded with a win 
which keeps them in the hunt for 
silverware on two fronts moving 
into the closing weeks of the 
season.

Commiserations to FC Clyde-
bank who contributed much to 
an interesting cup tie and were 
unlucky to lose in the lottery of a 
penalty shoot-out.

The Oban side were on league 
duty last night (Wednesday) when 
they were due to travel to Paisley 
to play Alba Thistle.

Saints take on high-flying 
Goldenhill at Glencruitten on 
Saturday. 

Kick-off is 2pm with referee 
Jimmy Litster in charge.

FOR THE third time in five 
weekends Cambuslang RFC’s  
visit to Oban was postponed, 
again at fairly short notice. 

The visitors had unexpectedly 
refused to play when they visited 
Oban at the end of March decid-
ing that the North Connel pitch 
was too dangerous to play.

Rearranged fixtures two weeks 
ago and last Saturday were again 
called off as already relegated 
Cambuslang could not raise a 
team for the fixtures.

This has increasingly frustrated 
the Oban Lorne players, coaches, 
committee and supporters who 
have now been let down on three 
occasions having put in huge ef-
forts to raise a team at a difficult 
time in the season.

A decision is still to be made 
by the West Regional League’s 
committee, who will either award 
Oban Lorne the points for the 

Cambuslang fail to travel
to Oban for third time
Oban Lorne                          P
Cambuslang                       P
BT West Division One

fixture or yet again rearrange the 
match for a later date.

Despite these recent setbacks 
Oban Lorne have impressed in 
their debut season in the league 
by winning eight and losing seven 
fixtures this season which has 
resulted in a comfortable fourth 
placed finish.

The club were also unfortunate 
not to reach the West Regional 
Shield final after they were nar-
rowly beaten in the semi final at 
Annan.

This Saturday Oban welcome 
National Shield winners Carrick 
RFC to Glencruitten in what 
could be the last home game of 
the season. Carrick defeated 
Highland RFC at BT Murray-
field two weeks ago to win the 
National Shield and will bring a 
strong side to face Oban Lorne.

 Kick off is 3pm at Glencruitten.

BT West Division 4
Argyll and Bute
v Cowal
ARGYLL and Bute RFC are 

back in action this Saturday tak-
ing on Argyll rivals Cowal RFC.

The match will likely take place 
at North Connel with a 1pm kick 
off.

Cowal defeated Argyll earlier 
in the season winning 33-16 in 
Dunoon.

Oban High U13 and U14 teams 
v Cliftonhall School
OBAN High School’s under-13 
and under-14 teams welcomed 
Cliftonhall School on their 
annual tour to Oban and the Isle 
of Mull.

The under-13s played out an en-
tertaining game with the visitors 
running out 39-27 winners. Oban 
had impressive performances 
from Lewis Budge, Ellis Hunter, 
Stuart Head and Toby MacFar-
lane-Barrow.

Oban’s under-14s side ran out 
convincing winners in their game 
with stand out runs from Jordan 
Norman, Ross McCaskill and 
Aaron McCall helping the home 
side to a big win.

Cliftonhall school played Mull 
RFC on Sunday with the Muile-
achs running out winners, five 
tries to one at Garmony.

Kintyre 7s
OBAN’S S3/4 and S5/6 rugby 
teams travelled to Campbeltown 
on Saturday to attend the Kintyre 
Youth 7s arranged by Campbel-
town Grammar School.
Both of Oban’s teams won four 
out of five fixtures in their re-
spective groups taking on Loch-
gilphead, Lochaber, Helensburgh 
and hosts Campbeltown. This 
Saturday Campbeltown will host 
the S1/2 version of the event.

U13 and U14 teams v
Helensburgh and Lomond
OBAN’S under-13 and under-14 
sides travelled to take on Helens-
burgh and Lomond on Sunday.
 The hosts convincingly won the 
under-13 tie while there was only 
two points separating the sides in 
the under- 14 game with the hosts 
again running out winners.

land coming through from left 
midfield. 

Campbell’s cross was slightly 
over hit and gave Wood an anx-
ious moment as he watched the 
ball shave the top of his crossbar 
on it’s way over. 

Ross was also a little heavy with 
his cross and left Scott with too 
tight an angle to test the keeper 
with his hooked left foot shot 
hitting the side netting. 

Referee Greig Allan brought 
the first half to an end with Saints 
looking reasonably comfortable 
at the back but definitely needing 
to up the tempo if they were to 
turn their superior possession 
into goals.

Saints did just that and made 
a bright start to the second half 
with Millar controlling a McAu-
ley pass on the left hand side of 
the Bankies’ box before turning 
away from Ben Watson and de-
livering a cross to the back post 
looking for Paul Kerr. 

Kerr had taken up a good 
position in the box but, from a 
standing jump, was unable to 
generate enough power on his 
header to trouble Wood and the 
big keeper gathered safely under 
his crossbar.

Hesitation
Thomas McCulloch almost gift-

ed the home side the lead in the 
52nd minute from a seemingly 
harmless ball over the top from 
Fraser Urquhart. 

McCulloch came out to the 
corner of his box for what should 
have been a routine take but in a 
moment’s hesitation lost posses-
sion to Kevin McInally. 

The Bankies winger couldn’t 
believe his good fortune but after 
cutting inside delayed his shot 
too long allowing Campbell to 
get back and take the ball off his 
toes just as he was about to give 
the home side the lead. 

Mackay gave Wood his first real 
test of the afternoon in the 56th 
minute, turning Graeme Watson 
well 23 yards from goal and 
unleashing a powerful right foot 
shot which the big keeper could 
only parry away. 

Unfortunately for Saints he got 
just enough on it to take the ball 
away from the on-rushing Millar, 
who had made a good run antici-
pating a loose ball. 
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AN UNDERSTRENGTH 
Lochaber rugby team travelled to 
Shetland last Saturday for their 
final away game of the season.
 Shetland were made to work 
for their first try and eventually 
opened the scoring out wide. The 
home side kept up the pressure 
and scored a few more tries out 

Shetland                              89
Lochaber                           22
BT North Division Two

wide until Lochaber captain 
William Stewart crossed the line 
for his first try for the club near 
the end of the first half.

First try
 In the second half two other 
Lochaber players got their first 
try for the club. Winger Marvin 
Schenzie and second row Angus 
Jenkins.
 Unfortunately Lochaber 
couldn’t get another try to claim 
a bonus point. The final score 

was Shetland 89-22 Lochaber. 
 Lochaber need a win or a draw 
in their final game of the season 
to avoid relegation when they 
host Ross Sutherland at Banavie 
on May 7. The game kicks off at 
3pm.
 This Saturday Lochaber have 
their annual sevens tournament;  
the first game kicks off at 12pm.

Rugby
Lochaber lose out to islanders

Stephen Povey makes a break during the 7s tournament held in 
Campbeltown. Daniel Speirs runs through for one of many of his tries on the day.

 A Cliftonhall defender attempts to stop a powerful run from Oban U14 Ross McCaskill.

Oban’s Blair MacFarlane had an impressive game in the backline throughout the U14 match.
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Martial arts

Football coaching

Golf News

Islay

Two of the club’s members Jarek Cimosuk, left, and 
Mateusz Grabiec. 

THE UNIVERSITY of the 
Highlands and Islands golf team 
has finished off a successful 
season with a second place finish 
in the British Universities and 
Colleges Sport (BUCS) golf 
championship.

The team came second to 
Stirling University in the final at 
Notts Golf Club in Nottingham-
shire last week.

The Highland team qualified 
for the British championships 
after a successful season in the 
Scottish BUCS division. 

They defeated teams from 
Durham, Bournemouth and St 
Andrews universities to become 
the first University of the 
Highlands and Islands team to 
secure a place in the final.

SIXTEEN people from across Argyll and 
Buxcte recently attended a football coaching 
education course in Tarbert, organised by 
Argyll and Bute Council.
 The six-hour SFA level 1.1 coach education 
course was delivered by the council’s football 

Success for council football coaching course
Argyll and Bute Council football development o�  cer Martin Rae, back row right, with the 16 coaches who attended the

SFA level 1.1 course in Tarbert.

development officer Martin Rae and was 
open to anyone over the age of 16 who works 
with primary school children.
 Coaches from Campbeltown, Lochgilp-
head, Oban and Tarbert all took part.
 In addition to delivering new content, the 

course assisted coaches to develop their 
coaching techniques, focus on skills devel-
opment and explored the best age-specific 
activities for developing young players. 

MARTIAL artists in Oban 
will enjoy working out with new 
equipment this year thanks to a 
grant of £3,000 from the Scottish 
Sea Farms Heart of the Commu-
nity Trust.

The club, which has accumula-
ted more than 50 medals from a 
variety of competitions from all 
over the country and has around 
30 members, was in need of new 
matting for the hall and other 
essential equipment.

Iain ‘Coogie’ Potter, coach at 
Oban Brazilian jiu-jitsu, said: 
‘We are delighted to receive this 
funding; it ensures that we can 
provide decent training equip-
ment for our members and help 
us train to the next level.  

‘We have recently joined forces 
with Black Belt Marcos Nardini, 
who has been holding seminars 
once a month in Oban.  

‘Our popularity is growing all 
the time and due to increased 
numbers we really needed addi-
tional equipment to allow us to 
progress and grow.  

‘We train four times a week 
and practise mixed martial arts 
with a strong focus on Brazilian 
jiu-jitsu.’

Donald Buchanan, processing 

Oban martial arts club receives Scottish 
Seafarms Heart of the Community grant

manager at Scottish Sea Farms, 
said: ‘Some of our own staff are 
members at this club so we were 
delighted to be able to help them 
with this appeal.  

‘Martial arts training is a brilli-
ant way to stay fit and strong and 
is something that our Heart of 

the Community funding is happy 
to support.’

Oban Brazilian jiu-jitsu has 
started a beginners-only class on 
Friday nights from 8-9pm in the 
hall above Stoddarts.

McPhee crashes out in Jerez 
fi ghtback

COWAN Cup Round 1: 1 
Martin O’Keefe (18) 61; 2 
Billy Ross (28) 63; 3 Graeme 
MacKechnie (7) 65. 

The club is holding its annual 
Seniors Open on Thursday May 
19. This popular event attracts 
golfers from throughout Britain 
and differs from the usual in 
that gents and ladies compete 
alongside each other on the day 
for separate trophies and a host 
of other special prizes.

Entry fee of £15 includes the 
day’s golf and the usual excellent 
post round catering. Entries can 
be lodged via the club’s website 
at www.dalmallygolfclub.com.

RESULTS: Hunter Trophy 
played Wednesday April 20 - 1 R 
MacLean 33 Pts; 2 D Melrose 32 
Pts; 3 D Livingstone 30 Pts.

Higginbotham Trophy played 
Sunday April 24 - 1 J Rozga 29 
pts; 2 P Kennedy 27 pts; 3 D 
Livingstone 26 pts.

Oban Saints under-14 striker Aaron MacKay chases down Campbeltown Pupils’ giant defender Ross 
Soudan during last week’s Dumbarton Development League match played on the 3G pitch in

Campbeltown. Goals from Cameron Clark and Gavin Forgrieve gave Saints a 2-0 win.
Photograph Kenni Gray

THE NEW season for Oban 
Bowling Club started with the 
first jack being delivered by Pres-
ident Helen MacLean’s husband 
Donald.  This was followed by an 
excellent afternoon of play. 

Members have been taking 
advantage of the sunny weather 
to get in as much practise as 
possible. The club has invited the 
public to join it in its ‘Try Bowls’ 
open weekends on Friday April 
29, 2pm – 4pm and 6pm – 8pm; 
Saturday April 30, 10.30am – 
12.30pm and 2pm – 4pm; and 
Sunday May 1, 2pm – 4pm. 

All sessions will be free of 
charge and shoes and bowls will 
also be available free if required.  
Meet the club members and 
coaches and take part in some 
fun ‘Try Bowls’ sessions.  

Families are welcome to go 
along and enjoy the facilities.  
Discover a hidden talent this 
summer, we look forward to 
meeting you at the bowling green.

Donald MacLean throws the � rst 
jack at Oban Bowling Club

New season at Oban Bowling Club

Little and large . . .

CONNEL’S John McPhee 
rounded off a tough weekend for 
the Peugeot Saxoprint team by 
crashing out early in the Moto3 
Championship race at Jerez.

The RSF-backed rider, who 
qualified in 25th place for Sun-
day’s race, dropped back four 
places at the end of the opening 
lap.

His position was aided when 
early retirements, twinned with a 
three-bike crash, promoted him 
up to 22nd position by lap six. 
But with a gearbox which would 
switch into neutral mid-corner, 
McPhee was unable to chase the 
group ahead and gain the slip-
stream from closest rival Adam 
Norrodin.

At the start of lap eight, 
McPhee lost control of the front 

end of his bike at turn two while 
continuing to chase the group 
ahead. It threw him off the bike, 
and he was forced to retire.

A disappointed McPhee said: ‘I 
knew from the start of the race 
that the front end of the bike 
wasn’t its strong point.

‘I was diving into corners to try 
to make up for time lost on the 
straights, and to gain the tow. But 
when the bike kept moving into 
neutral in the corners, it prevent-
ed me from getting that chance.’

The series now heads into a two-
week break before Peugeot Mo-
tocycles SAXOPRINT faces its 
biggest event of the year with the 
French Grand Prix in Le Mans.

Moto 3

John McPhee, No 17, in action during the race in Jerez. Photograph Bonnie Lane 

Bowling

Second place for 
Highlands and 
Islands golf team 
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Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2550
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given 
for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

A Cameron
Spean Bridge
Inverness-shire

M MacLellan
Mingarry
Acharacle
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Tight at the top in 
the Premiership 

28 SHINTY

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup

SHINTY
Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures

Kilmallie’s Martin Stewart goes head over heals after this challenge from Inveraray’s Ruaridh Graham
during last Saturday’s National Division game at the Winterton. The match ended in a 1-1 draw. 

Photograph: Stephen Lawson.

Artemis Macaulay six-a-sides
THIS year’s Macaulay National Six-a-Side shinty competition, 
sponsored by Artemis, is now open for entries. Teams wishing to 
enter should send their entry form, available on the Camanachd 
Association website, to Davie Hamilton, The Shieling, Longsdale 
Road, Oban, Argyll,  PA34 5JU.  It would be appreciated if entries 
are sent in as soon as possible and preferably no later than Sunday 
June 5 to allow time to prepare the running schedule for the day.

Please also note the competition will be run on SUNDAY 
June 12 this year.  It is hoped the change of day to a Sunday will 
minimise clashing with other youth fixtures and will allow more 
teams to take part in one of the shinty calendar’s biggest primary 
school tournaments.

 Lovat’s Michael Mackenzie deals with the threat from Iain Robinson, Newtonmore. The Badenoch side had a convincing 4-0 win over their counterparts 
from Kiltarlity. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Lovat 0 
Newtonmore 4
Reigning champions Newton-
more returned to the top of the 
Marine Harvest Premiership fol-
lowing their 4-0 win over Lovat at 
Balgate.

Lovat manager John MacRit-
chie was without Callum Cruden 
after it was confirmed he suf-
fered a broken ankle against Fort 
William three weeks earlier. 

Injury also ruled out Martin 
Mainland. Calum MacAulay was 
back after injury and he started 
on the bench. Ryan Ferguson and 
Lorne Mackay returned to the 
starting line-up after missing the 
win over Kingussie a fortnight 
earlier. 

Norman Campbell was side-
lined for Newtonmore following 
knee surgery the previous 
Wednesday but there are hopes 
he could return sooner than 
initially expected. 

With Jamie Robinson still work-
ing his way back to full fitness, 
’More boss Paul John MacK-
intosh started the ever-green 
Kenny Ross at full centre. The 
45-year-old lined up in direct 
opposition to Lovat’s 18- year-old 
full centre Danny Kelly. 

Evan Menzies was unavailable 
as he was at a wedding so Neil 
Stewart started in attack. Fraser 
MacKintosh was back after 
missing the previous weekend’s 
win over Skye but he was only fit 

Camanachd Cup - 
preliminary round 
Bute 2 
Inverness 0
Bute are through to the Cama-
nachd Cup first round after they 
beat Inverness 2-0 in their 1.30pm 
throw up at the Meadows.

The goals that mattered came 
either side of the break. Bute 
went in front on 37 minutes when 
Iain MacDonald beat Inverness 
stand-in keeper Somhairle Mac-
Donald, who was in goal as he 
was carrying an injury, to make 
it 1-0. 

Iain MacDonald got his and 
Bute’s second on 55 minutes and 
the two-goal cushion was enough 
to earn the islanders a trip to 
Braeview Park to play Beauly in 
the Camanachd Cup first round 
on Saturday May 7. 

Gregor Cameron 
Consultancy 
Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup – 
quarter � nals
Col Glen 0 
Oban Camanachd 4
Oban Camanachd were too 
strong for Col Glen, winning 
4-0 in their quarter-final tie at 

enough to take up a place on the 
bench where he was an unused 
substitute. Rory Kennedy has 
recovered from an ankle injury, 
picked up in the Skye game, and 
he took up his usual defensive 
position.  

Newtonmore went in front 
on 18 minutes. Referee Innes 
Wood penalised Lovat defender 
Michael MacKenzie for a ‘kick’ 
near the edge of the ‘D’. 

A quickly taken free-hit found 
Glen MacKintosh and the Scot-
land forward took advantage. His 
powerful shot seemed to catch 
Lovat goalie Stuart MacDonald 
by surprise and the ball squirmed 
between his legs into the net.

Newtonmore goalie Owen 
Fraser was forced to make his 
only real save of the game on 
28 minutes when Danny Kelly 
burst through from midfield. The 
keeper saved Kelly’s shot with his 
body with the ball deflecting onto 
the post and away to safety.

Lovat’s Kevin Bartlett had 
to leave the field with a head 
injury on 40 minutes and Calum 
MacAulay came on in his first ap-
pearance since suffering a head 
injury in a pre-season friendly. 

MacAulay stayed on the field 
until the half-time interval after 
which Bartlett was able to con-
tinue.

On the stroke of half-time, 
Chris Sellar sent a strong shot 
across goal and the ball flew just 
outside the far post.

Young ’More forward Iain 
Robinson took the ball in to-
wards goal on 51 minutes and he 

had the confidence to go round 
keeper Stuart MacDonald and 
steer the ball into an empty net to 
make it 2-0.

Lovat’s Craig Mainland had to 
limp off on 57 minutes which saw 
Calum MacAulay returning to 
the field of play to add some pace 
to the Lovat centre-line.

Newtonmore increased their 
lead on 58 minutes when Chris 
Sellar, who worked hard all af-
ternoon, scored with a powerful 
shot to make it 3-0. 

With an hour played, Ian 
Robinson went by the Lovat rear-
guard but his shot came back off 
the post when he looked sure to 
score. 

Craig Mainland came back on 
for an injured Lewis Tawse on 65 
minutes. Lovat now had Kevin 
Bartlett playing full centre which 
resulted in the Lovat forward line 
seeing a lot more of the ball and, 
on 66 minutes, Bartlett fed the 
ball  to Calum MacAulay and he 
crossed to Lorne MacKay at left 
wing-forward. MacKay’s fierce 
shot went just the wrong side of 
the post.

A couple of minutes later, 
Lorne MacKay collected the ball 
30 yards out and another forceful 
effort rose just over the crossbar.

Newtonmore introduced Craig 
Ritchie into their defence in 
place of Rory Kennedy on 69 
minutes as Kennedy still seemed 
troubled by an ankle knock. 
Ritchie went to wing back with 
Andy MacKintosh assuming the 
buckshee back role. 

Newtonmore changed their 

centre line with 15 minutes 
remaining. David Fraser came 
on at wing centre with Drew 
MacDonald moving to full centre 
and Kenny Ross withdrawn.

Lovat made a change on 78 
minutes as Euan Ferguson took 
over from Graeme MacMillan.

Iain Robinson turned his mark-
er on 83 minutes and, from a tight 
angle on the right, his accurate 
shot produced a good save from 
Stuart MacDonald.

Iain Robinson capped a fine 
performance with his second goal 
of the game on 90 minutes.

It wasn’t Lovat’s best perfor-
mance of the season but they 
did force ‘More to work harder 
to preserve their clean sheet in 
the last quarter of the game. The 
Eilan back-line has now kept a 
clean sheet in five of their last 
six matches, with their captain 
and full back Steven MacDonald 
playing a major role in that 
achievement.

In the centre, Danny Kelly and 
Kenny Ross both had periods 
on top. The ‘More man was well 
supported by the speedy Drew 
MacDonald and Paul MacAr-
thur’s big and accurate hitting. 
This provided plenty of the ball 
for the visiting forwards who 
really should have scored more 
against a shaky Lovat defence.

With Oban Camanachd in cup 
action, Newtonmore take up a 
familiar position at the top of the 
table. 

However it’s tight at the top, 
with five teams on seven points, 
only separated by goal difference.

Glendaruel. This tie was a bit of a 
battle on a spongy surface which 
wasn’t conducive for flowing 
shinty.

Oban Camanachd are two 
divisions above Col Glen. Aidan 
MacIntyre put the Oban side 
ahead on 17 minutes with Daniel 
MacVicar making it 2-0 on 38 
minutes. 

The pattern of play continued 
into the second half with Aidan 
MacIntyre netting his second and 
Oban’s third just 10 minutes into 
the second period. 

Willie Neilson completed the 
scoring on 72 minutes to make 
it 4-0. Oban Camanachd hit the 
post twice and the crossbar once 
and the Col Glen keeper made 
some good saves to keep the 
score down. 

Iain Hay’s side will just be 
pleased to have reached the 
semi-final stage where they will 
face Kyles Athletic on Saturday 
May 21.   

Glasgow Mid Argyll 5 
Oban Celtic 1
Glasgow Mid Argyll are through 
to the Gregor Cameron Con-
sultancy Glasgow Celtic Society 
Cup last four after they beat 
Oban Celtic 5-1 in their 1.30pm 
throw up at Yoker. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll manager 
George Hay was without Mark 
Bain, who was working, and Bri-
an Slattery who was on holiday. 

Former Glenorchy player John 
MacNulty was included in the 
senior squad for the first time. 

Oban Celtic boss Kenny Woth-
erspoon travelled without injured 
duo Neil Carmichael and Lee 
Askew, whilst David MacInnes 
was ruled out through work 
commitments. 

The game started at a frantic 
pace, with the dry pitch bringing 
out the best and worst for both 
sides. Oban Celtic were first to 
benefit when Daniel MacMillan 
raced onto a bouncing ball and 
slotted the ball home with just a 
couple of minutes played. 

The quick pace continued for 
the remainder of the half, but 
it was the hosts who would take 
a 2-1 lead into the break thanks 
to two wonderful strikes. Craig 
Anderson equalised when he 
turned a defender and crashed 
a back-hand shot into the roof of 
the net from the edge of the ‘D’ 
with 22 minutes played. 

A couple of minutes later, Gar-
ry Luke put GMA in front when 
he was allowed too much time 
around 35 yards from goal and he 
shot from distance into the top 
corner of the net for what was the 
goal of the afternoon. 

Oban Celtic boss Kenny Woth-
erspoon re-shuffled his pack to 
try and take the game to GMA, 
however, his half-time team talk 
and game plan went out the win-
dow when Euan Forsyth made it 

3-1 on 55 minutes. Forsyth was 
first to react after Oban Celtic 
keeper Scott Mossman had saved 
well and the GMA forward 
forced the ball into the bottom 
corner of the net. 

GMA controlled the remainder 
of the game as Celtic were forced 
to make changes through injury. 

Two late goals killed the tie. 
First, John McNulty notched 
a debut goal on 70 minutes. 
McNulty, who was also booked 
by referee Graham Cameron for 
a wild swing, got in on top of the 
keeper to bundle the ball over the 
line following an Iain Luke shot. 

Craig Anderson rounded off 
the 5-1 win five minutes from 
time when Innes MacMillan sent 

a shy onto keeper Mossman and 
Anderson darted in to poke the 
ball low into the corner of the net. 

GMA had other chances but 
failed to convert them. They 
found Oban Celtic forward Dan-
iel Madej a real handful as he 
caused them problems through-
out the game. 

GMA will play Inveraray in the 
Gregor Cameron Consultancy 
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup 
semi-finals which are scheduled 
for Saturday May 14. 

After the match, Oban Celtic 
manager Kenny Wotherspoon 
said: ‘We were beaten by a team 
who could be playing Premier-
ship shinty next season but we 
were by no means outclassed. We 
were a bit naive at times but there 
is plenty to work on and what is 
more pleasing is that we played 
the full 90 minutes without 
throwing in the towel. We will 
have a few players missing for the 
Bute match this coming weekend 
so we are relying on our squad 
players. We will still be going out 
to cause an upset.’

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Kinlochshiel 1 
Lochaber 1
An early goal and a late goal 
meant it was honours even 

between Kinlochshiel and Loch-
aber at Kirkton. 

Kinlochshiel manager Colin 
Fraser had a full squad to choose 
from for what was his side’s first 
home match of the season. 

Lochaber continued to be 
without Brian MacDonald, Neil 
MacDonald and Zandz Fergu-
son, whilst Pat Toal was working. 
Keeper Callum MacDonald, who 
missed the previous weekend’s 
RBS MacTavish Cup win over 
Beauly, was back between the 
sticks.

Jordan Fraser gave ’Shiel the 
lead after 15 minutes. The ball 
was played in to Fraser around 15 
yards off the penalty spot and he 
hit it on the half-volley into the 
bottom corner of the goals. 

Kinlochshiel had chances to 
add to their tally before half-time 
and they would pay later for not 
taking them. 

Lochaber had most of the pres-
sure in the second half but they 
were unable to unlock the home 
defence. When they did find the 
target, they found Scott Kennedy 
in good form. 

When a blistering Shaun Nicol-
son shot cannoned off keeper 
Kennedy, it looked as if the home 
side might just have done enough 
to win the game. 

Lochaber boss Ally Ferguson 
went for broke with 10 minutes 
remaining as he pushed full back 
Lachlan Campbell to full forward 
and changed his team’s approach. 
The move paid dividends on 85 
minutes when a well-struck effort 
from Campbell found the back of 
the net to make it 1-1. 

Lachlan Campbell nearly won 
it for the Spean Bridge men in 
the closing minutes yet the point 
could still prove invaluable come 
the end of the season and it lifts 
the side to seventh place in the 
table.  Kinlochshiel are now third 
on goal difference, although they 

have played two matches more 
than the two teams above them.  

Kyles Athletic 2 
Skye Camanachd 0
Two late goals gave Kyles Athletic 
a 2-0 win over Skye Camanachd 
at Tighnabruaich.

Kyles Athletic put 12 goals past 
Bute in their Gregor Cameron 
Consultancy Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup quarter-final a week 
earlier despite being without 
Roddy MacDonald but the Kyles 
talisman was back for this one.  

Skye boss John MacLeod made 
four changes to the squad which 
lost 4-0 to Newtonmore in the 
RBS MacTavish Cup quarter 
finals seven days earlier. Chris 
MacLennan missed out with 
a broken thumb whilst Allan 
MacKinnon aggravated a muscle 
injury during the Newtonmore 
match. Keeper Jamie Gannon 
had a jarred knee and DJ Gilpin 
returned to second team duty. 
There were call-ups for Neil John 
Campbell and Iain MacLellan 
whilst Scotland U21 keeper Iain 
MacLeod stepped in between the 
posts. Skye had other absentees 
as work commitments continued 
to rule out Shockie MacLennan 
and Iain Nicolson whilst Ally 
‘Spod’ MacLeod was still on 
the injury list. Will Cowie has 
returned from a spell abroad 
and he featured for the Skye 
seconds. Skye suffered a further 
blow when Steven Morrison took 
unwell on the journey south and 
was unable to play, so Neil John 
Campbell started in defence.

Kyles had most of the posses-
sion but Skye put in a spirited 
performance and proved difficult 
to break down. 

Roddy MacDonald eventually 
broke the deadlock with just nine  
minutes remaining. 

MacDonald collected the ball 
around 15 yards from goal and 
he ran across goal from left to 
right and although he didn’t 
catch the ball as he would have 
liked, it bounced through a ruck 
of players and into the bottom 
right-hand corner of the net to 
the relief of the home support. 

Gordon Whyte made it 2-0 on 
84 minutes. 

Whyte juggled the ball after a 
quick one-two and he passed the 
ball into the far corner of the net 
from five yards out. 

Second-placed Kyles now only 
trail leaders Newtonmore on goal 
difference. 

Skye will take great encourage-

ment from their performance and 
they now have a ‘free’ Saturday 
this coming weekend as their 
players attend the ‘Skye Live’ 
music festival. 

Kingussie 4 
Glenurquhart 3
Kingussie came from 3-1 down 
to beat Glenurquhart 4-3 at the 
Dell.

Glenurquhart raced into a 2-0 
lead thanks to strikes from David 
Smart on five minutes and Neale 
Reid on 12 minutes. 

James Hutchison pulled a goal 
back for the ‘Kings’ on 23 minutes 
only for Fraser Heath to restore 
the Glen’s two-gaol cushion when 
he made it 3-1 on 37 minutes. 

James Hutchison has added bite 
to the Kingussie attack and he 
got his second goal – his fifth in 
the last two outings – to make it 
3-2 four minutes into the second 
half. 

Rory MacGregor scored on 64 
minutes to draw Kingussie level. 

And that’s the way it stayed 
until a minute from time when 
Kingussie’s Thomas Borthwick 
found the back of the net to make 
it 4-3. 

Kingussie, just behind Oban 
Camanachd, are the fifth team 
on seven points with only goal 
difference separating them from 
the teams above. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Inveraray 1 
Kilmallie 1
Kilmallie and Inveraray shared 
the points in a 1-1 draw at the 
Winterton.

David MacPherson was missing 
for the home side, whilst the 
visitors travelled without Duncan 
Rodger, Grant MacKenzie and 
Ryan Stewart. 

It became an uphill task for 
Kilmallie when they had defend-
er Craig MacIsaac sent off after 
just 15 minutes. MacIsaac was 
booked for a challenge by referee 
Robert Baxter and he received a 
second yellow card for speaking 
out of turn to the match official 
when the booking was being 
administered. 

Despite being a player short, 
Kilmallie went in front on the 
stroke of half-time when Bryan 
Mackay hit a shot from far out 
and the ball flew into the roof of 
the net to make it 1-0. 

Inveraray dominated most of 
the game and Kilmallie keeper 
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Fixtures

Saturday April 23
Camanachd Cup
Preliminary Round 
Bute 2-0 Inverness 

Gregor Cameron
Consultancy Celtic Cup 
Second Round
Col Glen 0-4 Oban Camanachd
Glasgow MA 5-1 Oban Celtic

Marine Harvest Premiership
Kingussie 4-3 Glenurquhart
Kinlochshiel 1-1 Lochaber 
Kyles Athletic 2-0 Skye 
Lovat 0-4 Newtonmore 

Marine Harvest National 
Division 
Caberfeidh 1-0 Beauly  
Inveraray 1-1 Kilmallie 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Glenurquhart 1-2 Kingussie
Newtonmore 8-0 Lovat 
Skye 0-1 Beauly
Strathglass 2-0 Kinlochshiel

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Aberdour 6-3 Lochside Rovers
Inveraray 1-1 Kyles Athletic
Taynuilt 0-1 Glenorchy 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Inverness 2-1 Lewis 
Kilmallie 1-4 Glengarry  
Lochaber 3-1 Caberfeidh 
Lochcarron 4-3 Boleskine 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Aberdour 3- 4 Glasgow MA
Tayforth 4 -2 Kilmory 

Fraser MacPhee shinty tournament
THE FRASER MacPhee Primary School shinty tournament 
will take place on Sunday June 19 at An Aird, Fort William.

The seven-a-side tournament for primary school children 
starts at 11am.

There will be free food and drink for all players and coaches 
as well as speed-hitting competitions and a skill drill area.

Anyone wishing to enter a team should telephone Niall 
Macphee on 07957 166152 or email him at niall4fort@hotmail.
com

 Lovat’s Michael Mackenzie deals with the threat from Iain Robinson, Newtonmore. The Badenoch side had a convincing 4-0 win over their counterparts 
from Kiltarlity. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Another one bites the dust. Kyles Athletic’s Gordon Whyte scores the winning goal, watched by team mate Sandy MacKenzie, as Skye’s 
goalkeeper Iain MacLeod lies � at out on the dust. Photograph: Paul Paterson.

Saturday April 30 2016
Artemis Macaulay Cup
1st Round
Bute v Oban Celtic  
Robert Baxter - noon 
Kingussie v Newtonmore  
Deek Cameron
Kinlochshiel v Fort William 
John Angus Gillies - 3pm 
Kyles Athletic v Aberdour  
Alex MacVicar
Lovat v Lochaber  
Archie Ritchie 
Oban Camanachd v Inveraray 
Lachie Wood

Balliemore Cup 1st Round
Ballachulish v Glasgow MA
Innes Wood

Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup 2nd Round
Kilmory v Oban Lorn   
Willie MacDonald
Boleskine v Beauly  
John Wood
Glengarry v Kingussie  
Iain Kennedy
Kinlochshiel v Lovat   
John Matheson - noon
Glenurquhart v Lochcarron 
Scot McNeil
Caberfeidh v Kyles Athletic 
Callum Duff
Tayforth v Lochaber  
Ewan MacDonald

Marine Harvest 
National Division 
Kilmallie v Caberfeidh  
Calum Girvan - 11am
Beauly v  Inverness  
Evan MacRae - noon

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Strathglass v Fort William  
Andy MacLean 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers v  Glenorchy 
Ronnie Campbell
Inveraray v Taynuilt  
David Mitchell        

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Inverness v Strathspey   
Martin MacLean
Kilmallie v Aberdeen University   
Ross Brown - 1.30pm

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute v Dunoon
Jon Gallagher - 3pm

Throw ups 2.30pm, unless 
stated.

Shane Gillies made a number of 
good saves to preserve his side’s 
lead. The hosts did find a leveller 
15 minutes from time when Allan 
MacDonald punished a mistake 
in the visiting defence to make it 
1-1. 

Kilmallie had chances to win 
it but Scott MacLachlan in the 
Inveraray goal saved well on a 
couple of occasions. 

At the other end, Inveraray 
almost won it at the death but 
Shane Gillies made a save right 
on the goal-line and he was able 
to get the ball away ahead of the 
on-rushing Inveraray forwards. 

The final outcome could have 
gone either way but Kilmallie 
boss Mark MacPherson will 
probably be the happier of the 
two mangers having played so 
much of the match a player short. 

The point takes Ruaraidh 
Graham’s Inveraray side level 
on points with league leaders 
Glasgow Mid Argyll but the 
Yoker side has a game in hand. 
Kilmallie are two points behind 
GMA but they have played a 
game fewer.  

It’s shaping up to be a close 
contest at the top of the table. 

Caberfeidh 1 
Beauly 0
Caberfeidh edged out Beauly 1-0 
in their meeting at Castle Leod.

Beauly’s Ryan MacKay took his 
place in the starting line-up after 
serving a one-match suspension 
but Barrie MacDonald was still 
out through injury. 

Veteran Allan MacDonald was 
in goals for Caberfeidh and the 
influential Ally MacLennan was 
missing.  

It was an even first-half with few 
goal opportunities.

Caberfeidh appealed for a 
penalty on 27 minutes when 
Beauly goalie Josh Grant fell to 
the ground. 

Their appeals were waved away 
by referee John Angus Gillies 
after consultation with his goal 
judge.

Beauly thought they had gone 
in front after 38 minutes when 
Jack MacDonald smashed an 
unstoppable drive into the top of 
the net. But referee Gillies ruled 
that Beauly forward Calum Mor-
rison was in an offside position 
when the ball was struck.

The second-half mirrored the 
first period with few chances at 
either end. 

The only goal of the game came 
on the hour mark from an un-

likely source as Caberfeidh wing 
centre James MacKintosh struck 
the ball from 25 yards out. The 
ball took a wicked deflection off 
Liam Mutch which wrong-footed 
goalie Josh Grant and the ball 
went into the keeper’s bottom 
left-hand corner of the net. 

The remainder of the game 
ebbed and flowed. 

One of the features of the 
match was a good midfield battle 
between Cabers’ Craig Morrison 
and Beauly’s David MacLean. 
Blair Morrison also played well 
in defence for the home team 
whilst goalie Alan MacDonald 
made some fine saves.

Lee Nicol’s Caberfeidh side 
climb to third in the table and, 
importantly, they have games in 
hand on the teams above them. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Strathglass 2 
Kinlochshiel 0
League leaders Strathglass stay 
out in front after they defeated 
the Kinlochshiel second team 2-0 
at Cannich. 

Strathglass had influential 
defender George Phimister free 
of a one-match ban. 

Scott Douglas and Barry 
Phimister got the goals for David 
Balharry’s side who stay a point 
in front of the Newtonmore sec-
onds at the top of the table. 

Newtonmore 8 
Lovat 0
The Newtonmore seconds were 
too strong for the Lovat seconds, 
winning 8-0 in their meeting at 
the Eilan.

Newtonmore, who were without 
regular full centre Kenny Ross, 
won this match in the first half. 
David Cheyne put them ahead 
on nine minutes and John Mac-
Kenzie was on target on 15 and 
20 minutes to leave the home side 
3-0 to the good. 

Craig MacLeod hit a quick-fire 
double on 39 and 41 minutes 
before former first team keeper 
Michael Ritchie added a sixth on 
44 minutes to make it 6-0 when 
referee Andy MacLean sounded 
his half-time whistle. 

John MacKenzie completed his 
hat-trick just four minutes into 
the second half to make it 7-0 
and David Cheyne, who started 
the scoring, also ended it with his 
second strike and Newtonmore’s 
eighth goal of the afternoon 20 
minutes from time. 

Second place ’More stay a point 
ahead of third placed Kingussie 
but they have played a game 
more. 

Glenurquhart 1 
Kingussie 2
The Glenurquhart colts went 
down 2-1 to the Kingussie colts at 
Blairbeg.

Kingussie led 2-0 at half-time 
with Ruaridh Anderson on 25 
minutes and Kevin Thain on 40 
minutes getting the goals. 

Glen’s Ruairidh Ralston pulled 
a goal back 10 minutes from time 
but Kingussie saw out the closing 
stages. The win means they stay 
second and they have games in 
hand on the teams above them. 

Skye Camanachd 0 
Beauly 1
A late Marc MacLachlan goal 
saw the Beauly second team seal 
a 1-0 win over the Skye Cama-
nachd second team at Pairc nan 
Laoch, Portree.

Skye boss Davie Pringle was 
forced to make five changes to 
the squad which narrowly lost to 
the Glenurquhart second team at 
Blairbeg a week earlier. He was 
without Iain Nicolson and Chris 
Rose, whilst Neil John Campbell 
was with the Skye first team. 

Youth players Jamie Gillies and 
Martin Pringle were left out. 

Will Cowie started at buckshee 
forward following his return from 
a period abroad. 

DJ Gilpin was back in the side 
after being part of the first team 
pool the previous week and there 
were places in the starting line-up 
for Ian MacPherson and veteran 
Allan MacLeod. 

Beauly boss Neil Brindle was 
without Sandy Tulloch but there 
was a place for Marc MacLachlan 
in attack as the striker looked to 
put his injury problems behind 
him. The Beauly seconds went 
into the match on the back of a 
3-1 defeat to the Newtonmore 
second team and both sides felt 
they could take something from 
the game. This was a game of few 
real chances. Skye came within 
a whisker of going in front when 
a second-half David Grant shot 
came back off the base of the 
Beauly post. 

Beauly took advantage of a late 
set-piece opportunity when Mar-
tin Davidson touched the ball 
back to Marc MacLachlan who 
gave Skye keeper Ryan Morrison 
no chance with a fierce 87-minute 
drive. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Aberdour 6 
Lochside Rovers 3
Table toppers Lochside Rovers 
lost their league-leader status 
to Aberdour who recorded an 
impressive 6-3 victory when the 
sides met in a noon throw up at 
a bright and breezy Silver Sands.

Aberdour’s John Martin Philips 
was still out with a hand injury 
whist Lochside Rovers’ Jordan 
Kerr was free of a two-game 
suspension.

Lochside made the better start 
and they scored an early goal on 
five minutes when danger-man 
Brian MacCallum was afforded 
too much space by the ’Dour 
defence. 

Aberdour responded well and 
Roddy MacColl pulled his side 
level on 24 minutes with a superb 
strike from 30 yards out. MacCo-
ll’s strike arrowed past a helpless 
Lochside keeper into the roof of 
the net.

Roddy MacColl turned provid-
er on 28 minutes when he slipped 
the ball through to Angus Thor-
burn who buried a shot into the 
back of the net. 

The Oban side made it 2-2 on the 
half-hour mark when Aberdour’s 
Cammy McCue unintentionally 
diverted the ball past keeper Tom 
Bowerman into his own net.

Lochside, who had scored early 
in the first half, also scored soon 
after the restart when referee 
Willie MacDonald awarded them 
a penalty. 

Michael MacQueen made no 
mistake from the spot to make 
it 3-2 to the away team with 48 
minutes played. 

‘Dour stepped it up again 
though and when Roddy MacCo-
ll played the ball onto the keeper 
a minute later, Angus Thorburn 
followed up to drill the rebound 
home to make it 3-3 with the 
Lochside claiming for offside. 

Angus Thorburn completed 
his hat-trick to make it 4-3 on 70 
minutes following a short-corner 
from Jack Mitchell and the home 
side now led for the first time in 
the match.

The contest swung from end-
to-end but two late goals from 
Roddy MacColl completed his 
hat-trick and sealed the 6-3 vic-
tory. First, MacColl collected a 
long ball and shot goalwards with 
the ball deceiving the keeper as 
it took a bounce just in front of 
him. 

Aberdour then had to rely on 
keeper Tom Bowerman to make 
a spectacular diving save to 
deny Brian MacCallum before 
Aberdour’s Craig Grant made a 
neat pass to Roddy MacColl who 
fired home to make it 6-3. Lisa 
MacColl’s side now sits at the top 
of the table.

Inveraray 1 
Kyles Athletic 1
The Kyles Athletic second team 
and the Inveraray second team 
shared the points following a 1-1 
draw in their noon throw up at 
the Winterton.

Brandon Wilson put Kyles 
ahead on 38 minutes but David 
Robertson, working his way 

back after injury, levelled on 55 
minutes. 

This is a third draw in three 
matches for Kyles who move into 
fourth spot. 

It’s also a first point of the sea-
son for the Inveraray colts who 
remain bottom of the table. 

    
Taynuilt 0 
Glenorchy 1
A single goal was all that sepa-
rated Taynuilt and Glenorchy in 
their derby meeting at Taynuilt 
Playing Field.

The only goal of the match 
came after 15 minutes when 
Glenorchy’s Sandy Leiper scored. 

The visitors won the ball in 
midfield and played it up to their 
forward line. 

There were a few tackles and 
the Taynuilt defence cleared the 
ball down the wing. Sandy Leiper 
collected possession in space and 
he took responsibility and looked 
up before sending a great drive 
inside the post into the back of 
the net to make it 1-0. 

Glenorchy had a few shots on 
goal in the second half but Chris 
Parr in the home goal was equal 
to their efforts. 

Both teams played very well 

and there were very few fouls for 
referee Scot McNeil to deal with 
which meant a flowing game of  
shinty.

It’s a first league win for 
Glenorchy in what was only 
their second league match of the 
season. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Lochaber 3 
Caberfeidh 1
The Lochaber reserves go top of 
Marine Harvest North Division 2 
on goal difference after they beat 
the Caberfeidh reserves 3-1 at 
Spean Bridge. 

Cabers went in front through 
Gavin MacLachlan and they took 
that 1-0 advantage into the half-
time interval. 

The second half belonged to 
Lochaber though with Ryan Toal 
levelling after playing a one-two 
with Keith Neville. 

Keith Neville then turned 
scorer to put Lochaber 2-1 ahead. 
Neville got his second and Loch-
aber’s third from the edge of the 
‘D’ when he buried a Shane Latto 
cross into the back of the net. 

Lochcarron 4 
Boleskine 3
A Nick Dalgety hat-trick ensured 
Lochcarron came from 3-1 down 
to beat Boleskine 4-3 at Battery 
Park. 

Jimmy MacKenzie gave Bole-
skine the lead on 18 minutes 
and Iain Cameron’s goal on 38 
minutes meant the sides went 
into the break level.

Boleskine took the initiative 
after the restart and player/man-
ager Jamie Matheson put them 
back in front on 48 minutes.

When Ross Anderson made 
it 3-1 on 55 minutes, Boleskine 
looked favourites to take both 
points.  That’s when Nick Dalgety 
stepped in and he scored on 59, 
67 and 69 minutes to put Loch-
carron 4-3 ahead. 

The win means Lochcarron 
only trail league leaders Loch-
aber on goal difference. 

Kilmallie 1 
Glengarry 4
Glengarry came from a goal down 
to beat the Kilmallie reserves 4-1 
at Canal Parks. 

Kilmallie’s Liam MacDonald 
was back following injury and he 
put the home side ahead on 29 
minutes with the only goal of the 
first half. 

Andrew Gilchrist levelled three  
minutes after the restart and 
Martin Cameron put ’Garry 2-1 
in front on the hour mark. 

A late Scott Patterson double 
on 85 and 89 minutes rounded off 
the 4-1 win. 

Inverness 2 
Lewis Camanachd 1
The Inverness second team 
picked up their first points of the 
season when they beat Lewis Ca-

manachd 2-1 in their 1pm throw 
up at the Bught Park. 

Peter Gomez and Paul Duke 
went close for Lewis whilst 
Duncan MacIntyre had an effort 
ruled out for offside by referee 
Neil Ferguson. 

It was Andrew Crichton who 
put the Highland Capital side 
ahead with the only goal of the 
first half on 27 minutes as his 
strike from a corner took a slight 
deflection past Graham Cay in 
the Lewis goal. 

Paul Duke equalised for Lewis 
following a Conor Chalmers 
corner on 62 minutes. 

Inverness were playing well 
though, with veteran Ewen 
MacKinnon covering every blade 
of grass and they responded in 
the best possible way when Stuart 
MacRae grabbed what proved 
to be the winner just a couple of 
minutes later. 

The win means Inverness move 
off the bottom of the table at 
Lewis Camanachd’s expense. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Tayforth 4 
Kilmory 2
Tayforth stay top of the pile 
after they defeated third-placed 
Kilmory 4-2 at Levenhall Links.

Conor Sweeney scored on 25 
minutes to put Tayforth ahead 
and Orsten Gardner made it 2-0 
on 41 minutes. 

Kilmory’s Duncan MacBrayne 
pulled a goal back a minute after 
the restart to make it 2-1. 

Tayforth pulled away though 
and Brendan Duggan on 53 min-
utes and a second from Orsten 
Gardiner a couple of minutes 
later gave the home side a 4-1 
advantage. 

Kilmory’s Hal Jones made it 
4-2 just 10 minutes from time 
but Tayforth saw out the closing 
stages of a keenly-contested 
match, played in good spirit, to 
go two points clear at the top of 
the table. 

The win sets up what could be 
the tie of the Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup second round 
this weekend when Marine 
Harvest South Division 2 leaders 
Tayforth and Marine Harvest 
North Division 2 leaders Loch-
aber meet at Levenhall Links.

Aberdour 3 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 4
Second-placed Glasgow Mid 
Argyll reserves had to fight off 
an Aberdour come-back before 
eventually winning 4-3 in their 
second team clash at Silver Sands.

Two goals in two minutes gave 
GMA the early advantage with 
Connor MacLeod on 18 minutes 
and Graham Love a minute later 
making it 2-0. 

Angus MacInnes made it 3-0 
on 22 minutes and it looked as if 
there would only be one winner. 

Lewis Nicol pulled a goal back 
for Aberdour on 27 minutes and 
when Kevin Latimer found the 
back of the net on the stroke of 
half-time to make it 3-2, GMA 
knew they had a fight on their 
hands. 

Connor MacLeod got his sec-
ond to make it 4-2 on 52 minutes.

Aberdour fought back and Rob-
in Bremner made it 4-3 on the 
hour mark but there was no fur-
ther scoring during the last half 
hour so GMA took the points.  
GMA are now four points clear 
of third-placed Kilmory but they 
have played two games more. 

Bute P 
Dunoon P
The match between the Bute 
second team and Dunoon at the 
Meadows has been rearranged 
for Saturday April 30 with a noon 
throw up.

Semi-� nal venues decided
THE VENUES for the semi-finals of the RBS MacTavish Cup 
and Gregor Cameron Consultancy Celtic Society Cup were de-
cided by the toss of a coin in the Camanachd Association office 
on Monday.

The outcome is as follows: RBS MacTavish Cup semi-finals - 
Lochaber v Kingussie at Spean Bridge on Saturday May 14
Newtonmore v Glenurquhart at The Eilan, Newtonmore on 

Saturday May 14.
The RBS MacTavish Cup Final will take place on Saturday 

June 11 at Bught Park, Inverness.
Gregor Cameron Consultancy Celtic Society Cup semi-finals
Inveraray v Glasgow Mid Argyll at Yoker on Saturday May 14.
Kyles Athletic v Oban Camanachd at Mossfield Stadium, Oban 

on Saturday May 21.
The Gregor Cameron Consultancy Celtic Society Cup Final 

will take place on Saturday June 25 at the Sports Field, Taynuilt.
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday April 28, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 03.01 1.5 08.49 3.2 15.20 1.6 21.25 3.2
Fri 03.55 1.6 09.39 3.0 16.21 1.7 22.25 3.1
Sat 05.12 1.7 10.51 2.8 17.40 1.7 23.56 3.0
Sun 06.37 1.7 12.47 2.8 19.00 1.6  **.**  *.*
Mon 01.50 3.2 07.55 1.5 14.29 3.0 20.14 1.4
Tues 02.54 3.5 09.00 1.2 15.20 3.3 21.17 1.0
Wed 03.43 3.7 09.53 0.9 16.01 3.6 22.11 0.7
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

10

9

7

Thursday Sunny intervals, scattered showers
 Winds light northerly
 Temperatures 2°C to 8ºC.
Friday Sunshine and light rain showers
 Winds light northerly
 Temperatures 3°C to 9ºC.

Weekend Light rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 8ºC.

Oban Saints’ youth 
results and � xtures

Football

Youth Football

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division - Campbeltown 
Pupils 2, East Kilbride 4; 
Premier Division One - Busby 
v Lochgilphead Red Star, 
unfulfilled fixture; Dunoon 
4, Kilbowie Union 1; Premier 
Division Two - Hillington 6, 
Tarbert 1; Division One - Carl-
ton YM 2, Dunoon Athletic 2; 
Jimmy Marshall Cup, 3rd round 
- FC Clydebank 0, Oban Saints 
0. Saints won 5-4 on penalties.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division - Oban Saints v 
Goldenhill; Inverclyde v Camp-
beltown Pupils; Premier Division 
One - Dunoon v Neilston; 
Tarbert v FC Clydebank.

Football

Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and � xtures

LAST weekend’s results: Under 
13s 5, Kilpatrick 1. On target 
for Saints were Connor Moore 
(3), Neilly Russell and Adam 
Munro. Under 14s 1, Dumbarton 
Utd Yellows 2. Aaron MacKay 
got the Saints goal. Under 15s v 
Ardencaple, postponed; Under 
16s v Port Glasgow Juniors, 
postponed; Under 19s v Milngav-
ie, postponed.
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Kilbowie Union v Under 13s; 
Under 14s v Dumbarton United;   
Under 15s v Cali Thistle; Under 
16s v Port Glasgow Juniors; 
Under 19s v Westerton.    

Oban Saints players 
train with Scottish 
international squadOban football festival is a huge 

success

OBAN and District Football 
League hosted their football 
festival last Saturday at Mossfield 
and it turned out to be a fantastic 
day of football for the large crowd 
that turned up.

With 45 teams taking part 
across the 2004-2010 age groups 
there were around 400 children 
showing off their football skills. 

The Oban teams at each age 
group were joined by teams from 
Lochgilphead, Campbeltown, 
Glasgow, Dumbarton, Helens-
burgh, Perth and Fort William.

The football on show from all 
teams was of a high standard 
and with plenty of exciting games 
throughout the day it was a great 
advert for youth football in Oban 
and Lorn.

In the 2004 age group the Ryan 
MacPhail Memorial Fund trophy 
was won by Fort William, beating  

Murdo MacLeod, former Celtic and Scotland legend, chats to the older teams before presenting them with their medals at Moss� eld 
Stadiumin Oban. Photos: Kevin McGlynn

Perth’s Letham Sky Blues 1-0 in 
a closely-contested final.

The organising committee 
was grateful to former Celtic 
and Scotland midfielder Murdo 
MacLeod, in town for the Ryan 
MacPhail sportsman’s dinner 
that evening, who along with 
Oban councillor Roddy Mc-
Cuish, presented all players with 
their medals.

Thanks go to all those who 
kindly provided event sponsor-
ship - SEC Joiners & Builders, 
Calum MacLeod Building 
Contractor, D & K Lafferty 
contractors, OES, Aldi, Fiuran 
Property and Rowantree Hotel - 
and also to the large number of 
volunteers who helped to make 
the day a huge success.

Former Celtic and Scotland 
legend Murdo MacLeod 
hands over the medals

Murdo MacLeod has some fun with the Oban Ajax boys after 
presenting them with their medals.

Lochnell with their coaches, Don MacAllister and Axel Millar, and
Murdo MacLeod.

Ardencaple were awarded the fair play trophy for the
younger age group.

Football

OBAN Saints players Donald 
Campbell and Scott Maitland 
travelled to Colville Park, 
Motherwell on Sunday to train 
with the Scotland international 
squad.
 Manager Bruce McNaught said 
both the Saints players showed 
up well and thanked them for 
their commitment in travelling 
such a long distance for a 
10.30am training session.
 The boys have a chance to be 
selected for the squad who will 
play against Northern Ireland on 
May 14 and then travel to Lithu-
ania for the UEFA Regions’ Cup 
on May 21, 22 and 23.

A delighted Ryan Gibson meets 
Murdo MacLeod before heading 
to Glasgow to watch the WWW 

wrestling.
The delighted Fort William squad, who won the Ryan MacPhail Memorial Trophy pictured with Murdo 

MacLeod and Ryan’s dad Alan.

Six-year-old Rudi Campbell playing for Lochgilphead
heads for goal during the game with Oban Ajax.

Campbeltown pictured with their play fair award with Murdo 
MacLeod and coach David Paterson.

Oban Spartak’s Daniel Beaton in action during the festival which
attracted 45 teams from all over the country.

Football

Saints take on the 
Wee Rangers

AFTER last Saturday’s 
penalty shoot-out win over FC 
Clydebank in the third round of 
the Jimmy Marshall Cup Oban 
Saints have been drawn away to 
face Kings Park Rangers in the 
quarter final. This game will be 
played on Wednesday May 4 at 
Toryglen 3G with an 8pm kick-
off. The winners of this game 
will take on Motherwell Thistle 
in the semi-final on Wednesday 
May 11 probably at Millburn 
Park, Vale of Leven.
 In the other semi-final East 
Kilbride Rolls Royce play either 
Ferguslie Star or St Joseph’s FP.  
 The final is scheduled to be 
played on Friday May 27.   

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Spartak’s Ross MacKay � res a shot on target during the game 
against Gi� nock.
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THE SEARCH is on for a new 
youth convener to champion 
the cause of young people in 
the Highlands.

Applicants should have an 
awareness of issues a� ecting 
young people and an ability 
to represent their views. 

There will be an annual 
bursary of £14,430 for the 
position. 

The closing date for 
applications is Friday May 6.

MOUNTING litter outside 
the Lochyside house of the late 
Charles Kennedy has sparked 
an outcry from disgusted 
residents.

A vast amount of litter has 
been seen in the garden of 
the late MP’s house, but the 
problem is growing throughout 
the area, with many other 
residents affected by rubbish 
in their gardens.

With regards to the litter 
at Mr Kennedy’s house, 
one neighbour spoke of her 

VOLUNTEERS from Kyle of 
Lochalsh lifeboat station wel-
comed Jack Lowe, photogra-
pher and life-long enthusiast 
of the RNLI, recently as part 
of his ambitious project to visit 
all 237 RNLI stations.

Grandson of Dad’s Army 
actor Arthur Lowe, Jack has 
admired the RNLI since he 
was a little boy and says the 
project allows him to ‘follow 
his heart’.

Speaking ahead of his visit to 
Scotland, Jack said: ‘This will 
be mission nine of the project, 
taking in a section of the west 
coast, including a couple of 
the islands. 

‘It will see me visiting and 
photographing Oban, Tober-
mory, Mallaig, Portree, Kyle 
of Lochalsh and Helensburgh 
lifeboat stations.’

Mr Lowe has been a lifelong 
supporter of the charity, join-
ing Storm Force, the RNLI’s 
club for children, at the age 
of eight and raising more than 
£6,000 for charity by complet-
ing the Great North Run three 
years in a row. 

Jack began the first leg of his 
Scottish mission on April 15 
when he visited Oban RNLI 
Lifeboat Station, the 50th stop 
on his tour. This was followed 
by visits to Tobermory on 
April 16, Mallaig on April 
20, Portree on April 23 and 
Helensburgh yesterday (April 
27).

As well as visiting all RNLI 
lifeboat stations, Mr Lowe 
has been photographing the 
breath-taking views from each 
station along with the crew 
members.

One of the Kyle of Lochalsh 
crew, Andrew MacDonald, 
said: ‘We can’t wait to see the 
images.’

Jack will return to Scotland 
in June when he will be head-
ing to RNLI lifeboat stations 
in the far north east, including 
Shetland and Orkney.

PLANS to build a KFC fast food 
branch in Fort William have 
been dropped.

The town’s old North Road 
garden centre had been 
secured as the site for the fast 
food chain almost two years 
ago. 

But KFC said last week that 
Fort William will no longer be 
home to one of its restaurants.

THE HIGHLANDS were turned yellow 
this week as fundraisers launched their 
final bid to raise £4.5m to finish rebuild 
ing a hospice.

The charity Highland Hospice is 
raising cash to rebuild and extend 
its  patient unit on the current site at 
Inverness. Campaigners kicked off the 
themed fundraising events on Monday, 
with businesses, schools, community 
groups and individuals invited to take 
part. The events will run until May 1.

Tomorrow (Friday) has been 
designated ‘Wear Yellow Day’, where 
people are invited to wear something 
yellow in return for a donation to the 
hospice. The hashtag #wear yellow 
is circulating on social media sites 
to encourage people to share yellow 

images with a chance to win a family 
pass to Belladrum Festival 2016 for the 
best photograph. 

The best school picture will see the 
recipient win a pizza-making party for 
10 at Pizza Express with transport to 
and from the winning school.

Notable landmarks, including Flora 
MacDonald’s statue outside Inverness 
Castle, Nessie at the Dores roundabout 
and the eagle at the roundabout at 
Inches Retail Park, will be sporting 
artificial sunflowers for the week.

On Saturday (April 30) the hospice’s 
sunflower logo will be beamed onto the 
castle and Inverness Caley Thistle FC’s 
grounds.

Bobby the bee, the hospice mascot, is 
encouraging supporters all this week.

Community fundraiser Carrie 
MacIntyre said: ‘With around £770,000 
still needed to hit our target, the next 
few months are crucial. We want people 
to join us in our yellow-themed fun 
whilst helping us to raise the funds to 
complete our unit.’

The new centre will see more and 
larger patient rooms as well as increased 
physiotherapy, occupational therapy 
and bereavement support services.

Scottish Water staff will be cycling 10 
miles on Wear Yellow Day, and Morrison 
Construction, which is working on the 
new building, is encouraging its staff to 
join in.

For further details, visit www.
highlandhospice.org/wearyellow or call 
the fundraising team on 01463 246473.

KFC drops plans 
for Fort outlet 

Search on for new 
youth convener 

Hospice in fi nal fundraising push

Lochyside litter problem 
sparks residents’ outcry  
ELLIE FORBES
fort@obantimes.co.uk

shock when she saw the mess 
in the garden, saying it was 
‘disrespectful’ to his memory.

The Oban Times spoke to a 
number of local residents who 
voiced their concern over the 
growing litter issue in the area. 

Many believe the problem 
is being caused by school 
children discarding rubbish 
as they walk to and from 
Lochaber High School. 

Lochyside resident Jennifer 
Thomas said: ‘Every day I have 
to pick litter out of my garden. 
The school kids walk past and 
throw crisp packets and empty 
juice bottles into my garden.’

Jim Sutherland, head teacher 

at Lochaber High School said: 
‘Litter is an ongoing issue 
for us, as it is for the whole 
community. We encourage our 
young people to be responsible 
citizens and most of them are, 
most of the time. Certainly 
bins around the school are 
filled and have to be emptied 
every day.

‘However, with around 1,000 
people on campus each day, 
it doesn’t take long for a few 
irresponsible individuals to 
make a mess.

‘We have an educational 
role in encouraging young 
people to dispose of their 
litter responsibly and we’re 

happy to work with Highland 
Council which provides bins 
and collects rubbish, and the 
vendors who supply goods 
to our pupils, to improve the 
situation.’

But rubbish from school 
children was not the only thing 
to be found in Mr Kennedy’s 
garden; dog waste bags were 
scattered throughout – a 
problem shared with many 
Lochyside residents.

Mrs Thomas told The Oban 
Times: ‘I watch people let their 
dogs do the toilet right outside 
my house and just leave it there 
for me to pick up and throw 
away.’

Talking about the litter 
problem, Councillor Bill Clark, 
for Caol and Mallaig said: ‘It 
may be that on some occasions 
children from the high school 
are at fault, but a huge part of 
the litter problem is adults.

‘They too have a responsibility 
to put their litter in bins. How 
can we educate children when 
adults are dropping litter too?

‘We require not only to 
educate our children but our 
adults who drop litter too. 

‘The litter problem is costing 
the council a great deal of 
money and unless we resolve 
the litter problem, money will 
continue to be spent on this.’

Lifeboat 
station the 
focus of 
special visit

www.facebook.com/obantimes

KINLOCHLEVEN High 
School pupils shone bright-
ly this week after winning 
four awards in the UK Rock 
Challenge competition.

The school won a number 
of awards last Thursday: 
Highland Alcohol and 
Drugs Partnership award 
for excellence for concept; 
Be Your Best Foundation 
Award for student lead-
ership; Safer Highland 
Award for achievement in 
substance awareness; and 
Be Your Best Foundation 
Award for healthy lifestyle.

The pupils’ dance perfor-
mance of Snow White and 
the Princess was based on 
the concept of equality and 
acceptance for everyone.

The performance featured 
Snow White being poisoned 
by the Evil Queen’s apple, 
as in the original story, but 
this time the prince was 
unable to awaken her. It 
was the princess who came 
to the rescue in the school’s 
adaptation.

Head teacher Rebecca 

Machin said: ‘The issue of 
acceptance and equality is 
something the school has 
been working on.’

The pupils had been plan-
ning, preparing and practis-
ing their performance since 
January and also worked 
backstage. 

A set of theatre flats was 
designed and built by two 
practical woodwork pupils, 
which earned them a unit of 
the National Certificate in 
Technical theatre.

Daniel McCready of UK 
Rock Challenge tweeted 
about the school’s perfor-
mance saying: ‘My favourite 
concept of the year so far. 
Brave, mature and a serious 
message performed with a 
sense of humour. Loved it!’   

Ms Machin said: ‘This 
is the first time the school 
has done anything like this. 
To have our small school 
recognised shows the dedi-
cation of our pupils. 

‘The show was absolutely 
amazing and the whole 
school is buzzing.’

Survey help with 
digital marketing 

Holly Baldwin, S2, who played the Evil Queen step mother, 
with Brittany Fordham, S6, as Snow White.

TOURISM providers in Lo-
chaber are being invited to 
complete an online survey to 
establish how they can make 
the best use of digital market-
ing to promote their business.

Starting in May, Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce will be 
emailing the survey directly 
to a list of providers, along 
with Area Tourism Marketing 
Groups, who will then forward 
it to smaller businesses on their 
membership list. 

Results will be compiled to 
make a ‘digital plan’ of work-
shops and one-to-one sessions, 
targeted speci� cally at the 
needs of Lochaber businesses. 

Lochaber Chamber of Com-
merce Chief Executive, Lesley 
Ben� eld said: ‘‘This will be 
extremely bene� cial, especially 
to areas such as Lochaber.’

RESIDENTS have been taking to 
social media to complain about a 
lack of information concerning the 
Corran ferry being cancelled for 
several hours on Sunday.

The main ferry had an electrical 
fault and the alternative vessel is 
currently undergoing a refit. As 
a result, the service was forced to 
stop.

One concerned local posted 
the following on the Lochaline 
Facebook group: ‘Corran Ferry off 
indefinitely, as of 24/4. No notifica-
tion by Highland Council. 

‘No notice in Fort William. No 
notification at Nether Lochaber. 
No staff on hand to explain.’ 

A Highland Council spokesper-
son said: ‘Following the breakdown 
of the MV Corran Ferry on Sunday, 
a request was raised for the variable 
road signs on the A82 trunk road to 
display that the ferry was off and to 
manually switch on the sign at the 
Salen junction. 

‘Nevis Radio and Citylink were 
also informed.’ 

Another person commented on 
Facebook: ‘Very poor that they 
don’t have any notices at the two 
embarkation points though when 
this sort of thing happens.’

Fury at ferry 
cancellation

High school pupils rise 
to stage show challenge

Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant
Join us for lunch 

Overlooking the Harbour
Ample Parking 

Gallanach Road • Oban • 01631 562087
www.manorhouseoban.com

your guide to festivals across Argyll and the Highlands

Pedal power 
boosts health 
charity co� ers

SCOTFEST16
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NA H-EILEANAN an Iar SNP MP Angus Mac-
Neil this week demanded the UK Government 
publish the finding of the Chilcot Inquiry.

The long-awaited report into the Iraq War is ex-
pected to be published on May 2, but it has been 
delayed on multiple occasions since the inquiry 
began six years ago.

A backbench debate took place on Thursday 
April 14 in the House of Commons, which was 
led by Conservative MP David Davis and Mr 
MacNeil. The SNP’s Deputy Foreign Affairs 
spokesperson and Labour MP Paul Flynn also 
co-sponsored the debate.

In his speech to Parliament, Mr MacNeil said:  
‘People have waited far too long for this report 
and further delays are only adding to the pain of 
the families who are looking for closure. Delays 
also add to the ever-increasing time during which 
we have failed to learn the lessons of Iraq.’

Delays in the report’s publication have come 
under criticism from the families of those killed 
in the war. Mr MacNeil said: ‘The Iraq war cost 
179 UK lives. That does not take into account 
those who were wounded in body or mind, or 
the knock-on effects on families, loved ones, and 

those dealing with people wounded in body or 
mind. The war has taken a toll on people in the 
UK, and it has cost the lives of 4,800 allied sol-
diers. Sadly, those figures, terrible as they are, are 
dwarfed by civilian casualties in Iraq. The lowest 
estimate is 134,000, but the number is possibly 
four times higher than that.’

Mr MacNeil stressed the importance of the 
report, saying that it was time for Britain ‘to face 
up to what was done’.

Speaking after last week’s debate, Mr MacNeil 
told The Oban Times he felt the debate ‘went well 
and unopposed’.

He said: ‘This report has taken longer than 
World War Two to be published. We have heard 
enough promises from the government. It’s now 
time to honour survivors of the war and the fami-
lies of those who died.’

Mr MacNeil hopes the government will keep its 
pledge to have the report out the week beginning 
May 2: ‘We are looking for the Government to 
keep its promise and for John Chilcot to keep his. 
The families certainly deserve that.

‘We have had excuse after excuse and now it’s 
time to deliver.’

GLENCOE Mountain Resort 
continues to enjoy excellent 
ski-ing conditions but may 
be forced to close if skiers 
stay o�  the slopes.

The snow is as deep on the 
upper mountain as it has 
been all season after further 
snowfall last weekend.

Owner Andy Meldrum said: 
‘Despite the amazing ski-ing, 
numbers on the mountain 
have dropped as customers 
pack the skis away and get 
the golf clubs and tennis 
rackets out. We plan to say 
open daily until May 2 but 
after that, unless numbers 
pick up we will be forced to 
close with many runs on the 
mountain still open.’

MEMBERS of the public were given a 
chance to question the candidates for 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber in the upcom-
ing Scottish Parliamentary election at a 
pre-election debate organised by Loch-
aber Chamber of Commerce.

All parties were represented at the 
debate, held in Lochaber High School on 
Tuesday April 20. 

Present were: Kate Forbes (Scottish 
National Party), Angela MacLean (Scot-
tish Liberal Democrats), Anne Thomas 
(Scottish Green Party), Linda Stewart 
(Scottish Labour) and Jamie MacGrigor, 
who was standing in for the Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party’s candi-
date Robbie Monroe who was unable to 
attend.

The candidates, chaired by Laurence 
Young, answered a wide variety of ques-
tions raised by the public. 

Scotland’s new tax powers were brought 

up, with the candidates being asked how 
their parties would use these new powers, 
and which party or parties would raise 
taxes, and how they would do so, if they 
were in power from May 6. Business tax 
rates were also covered.

Also discussed was the ongoing human-
itarian crisis in the Middle East and the 
candidates were asked how many refu-
gees the Highlands should be accepting 
from the affected areas.

Councillor Brian Murphy expressed his 
concerns over the possibility of the Rio 
Tinto aluminium smelter closing, and 
the associated loss of approximately 150 
direct jobs and up to 300 additional jobs 
which would be heavily affected.

He asked the candidates if they had 
economic strategies planned to ensure 
the continuation of the smelter.

The major on-going issue of centralisa-
tion and the increasing difficulties faced 

by councils to act in ways to benefit local 
areas was discussed and the question of 
forming a West Highland council was 
debated. 

The concept of ‘double devolution’ was 
mentioned and following on from this, a 
discussion about the practicality of hav-
ing regular referendums on major issues, 
as part of a grassroots style of democracy, 
as in Sweden, was debated. The recently 
announced Inverness City Region Deal 
was also discussed.

Funding for education was another 
major topic up for debate, with questions 
being raised about how the parties would 
support and invest in further and higher 
education as well as in early years educa-
tion facilities and schools.

Land Reform was talked about, with 
emphasis on what parties intended to do 
to ensure complete openness about land 
ownership in Scotland. 

SINCE American reality 
TV star Caitlyn Jenner first 
revealed her identity as a trans 
woman in April 2015, the 
rights of transgender people 
have arguably never been 
discussed more openly.

Following a recent Edin-
burgh hustings event about 
lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, trans 
gender and i ntersex (LGBTI) 
issues with the leaders of 
Scotland’s five main political 
parties, The Oban Times spoke 
to Lochaber-based transgen-
der woman Sarah Yann Fanet 
about her life and journey 
towards happiness and accept-
ance in the Highlands.

Originally from France, the 
46-year-old tour guide and 
musician moved to Kinlochlev-
en 15 months ago from the 

Sarah welcomed into Lochaber 
as she searches for new identity 

Candidates quizzed by the public

MP demands Iraq war 
fi ndings are published 

Shoplifters target 
two Fort stores 
POLICE in Fort William are 
investigating a number of 
shoplifting incidents.

Suspects have entered 
Superdrug on the High Street, 
and Spar on Grange Road and, 
along with others, stolen items 
of considerable value.

In particular, police want to 
identify a female in her mid to 
late 40s with short blonde hair. 

If anyone was in the Spar, 
Grange Road, on April 21 
around 8.45pm or Superdrug 
on March 30 around 10am and 
have any information as to the 
identity of this female, they 
should call 101.

south of England to start a new 
life. Diagnosed with gender 
dysmorphia, Sarah is now 
under-going gender re-assign-
ment treatment. 

The process has been physi-
cally gruelling and emotionally 
painful and an inability of 
family members to come to 
terms with her new identity was 
partly behind Sarah’s decision 
to uproot to Lochaber.

She explained: ‘I love the 
Highlands, I love the culture 
and I love the music. 

‘It felt like home and I knew 
the area because I’ve visited 
on a regular basis for the last 
20 years. I’ve always found 
the people here have a strong 
sense of equality.’ 

As such, fitting in has not 
been a problem: ‘You’re less 

like to suffer from physical 
assault around here but you 
won’t find the support groups 
and people are not quite as 
educated on the issue. But you 
won’t find the extreme behav-
iour you will find in bigger 
cities.’

She added: ‘Because Kin-
lochleven is a small commu-
nity, they welcomed me very 
quickly. I’ve found that people 
don’t ask questions and accept 
me as Sarah. As long as you get 
involved, they’re happy.’

News of the SNP’s Scottish 
election commitment to reform 
gender equality legislation is 
welcome, according to Sarah, 
who is involved in local politics 
and LGBTI activism. 

‘When you look at the 
progress we’ve made in terms 

of trans issues, it’s only the 
beginning. It’s very much in-
grained in our culture that you 
are male or female and that’s 
it. So it’s new to the general 
public and it’s going to take 
some time.

‘Scotland is a forward-look-
ing country and has led the 
way in terms of LGBTI rights 
in the UK. It’s not there yet, 
but new legislation could mean 
I can apply for a passport, 
driving licence and national 
insurance number without 
needing a doctor to say that I 
am female.’

A Scottish and Irish folk-in-
spired musician, Sarah has 
issued two albums and record-
ed at Watercolour Music, the 
Ardgour studio owned and run 
by producer and songwriter 

Nick Turner and musician 
and broadcaster Mary Ann 
Kennedy. 

When circumstances allow, 
Sarah has plans to play more 
music and record another 
album. Previous work has been 
based on words by the Irish 
poet WB Yeats but inspiration 
for her next project is likely 
to come from much closer to 
home.

‘When I was gigging in Kin-
lochleven recently, I actually 
performed a new song about 
arriving here and starting a 
new life,’ Sarah explained. 
‘When I come to record the 
new album I’d like it to be 
about this area. I’d like to ded-
icate it to this part of the world 
which has been my refuge and 
which is now my new home.’

A group of Lochaber cyclists has raised £1,000 after taking part in a charity bike ride. Paramedic and 
event organiser Alyson Stewart from Lochyside put on the ‘bras and bike’ event on April 22 in aid 
of the Genesis Research Trust. The event saw 11 women and one man cycle along the Caledonian 

Canal, from Banavie to Gairlochy and back, in decorated bras.  Ms Stewart has already raised more 
than £50,000 for the charity, which helps to research causes and cures for conditions which e� ect 

the health of women and babies. 

JACOBITE  re-enactors gathered this 
week to support crucial restoration to 
Glenfinnan’s landmark monument.

Re-enactors Russell Middelton, James 
Thompson-Slaven and Thomas Grooms 
joined  property manager Teeny Nielsen 
and retail assistant William MacLean to 
defend refurbishment of the monument.

The landmark, which attracts visitors 
from around the world, is currently 
closed as a result of  a £170,000 project, 
which will see a new system put in place 
to monitor movement of the Lochaber 
tourist attraction. 

Surveys by the National Trust for Scot-
land show that the monument currently 
leans by about 260 millimetres to west. 

New equipment to aid the conservation 
charity in monitoring the movement of 
the tower is also being installed as part 
of the project.

Masonry and Lime, of Elgin, are also  
making repairs to the tourist attraction, 
which will see the installation of a new 
handrail to help visitors climb the 62 
steps to the top of the monument.

The monument is not to re-open until 
the end of July, but visitors can still see 

what the structure looks like, thanks to 
a display of photographs of the tower in 
the visitor centre.

Ms Neilsen said: ‘The Glenfinnan 
Monument is one of Scotland’s most 
photographed locations, and after 200 
years in this exposed location, it’s in 
need of some tender loving care to make 
sure it still stands tall for generations to 
come.’

She added that entry to the Jacobite 
exhibition in the visitor centre would be 
free of charge this year, because of the 
on-going work.

Sarah Yann Fanet.

THERE has been an increase 
in noise complaints to Loch-
aber police.  

Members of the public 
are urged keep noise to a 
minimum if they are having 
a party.

A CAR was vandalised in the 
Broom Drive/Fern Court area 
of Caol, Fort William, sometime 
between April 21 and 22. 

Police are asking anyone with 
information to come forward.

Noise complaints 
to police increase 

Appeal after Caol 
car is vandalised 

Skiers drifting o�  
Glencoe slopes

Pedal power boosts health charity coffers

The candidates and event chairman Laurence Young at the pre-election debate in Lochaber High School.

Glenfi nnan Monument work under way

like us on facebook www.facebook.com/obantimes
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 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the official magazine 
of the Standing Council 

of Scottish Chiefs, 
the new-look Scots 

Heritage magazine is an 
unbeatable read. 

UK subscription: £15  
Worldwide subscription: £25

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

ONLY 
£15

HOW WE HELPED SIMONE
ensure success wasn’t a pipedream

your gateway to business expertise
To grow your business, call 01546 808 363 or visit bgateway.com/driving-growth

Perfect Service Solutions is one 
of the UK’s leading specialists 
in the deep cleaning of ventilation 
and ductwork – an essential 
service to the food and facilities 
management industry.

Managing Director Simone 
Hart Sibbald has found 
Business Gateway’s help 
essential to her growth  
plans for the business.

Nine years ago, we assisted Simone 
to source the employment grant that 
helped her to hire her first member 
of sta�. More recently, we delivered 

the strategy development 
programme that helped 
transform the company’s 
fortunes and paved the 
way to a £1 million contract 

with a global food firm.

Simone Hart Sibbald 
Managing Director, 
Perfect Service Solutions

Business Gateway’s 
advisers have 
gone above 
and beyond.

• 1 to 1 business support

• Strategy development 

• Sources of funding 

• Networking opportunities 

A MAN was trapped under a car 
and van at the hospital in Oban, 
because a van driver failed to set 
the handbrake.

The man, who was working 
washing a hospital-owned car, 
had broken bones, cuts and was 
badly bruised and is still off 
work, Oban Sheriff Court heard 
on Tuesday.

Michael George Heath, aged 
56, of 13 Lora View, North Con-
nel, admitted driving without 
due care and attention by failing 
to properly set the handbrake 
on a van he parked in the rear 

service yard of Lorn and Islands 
District General Hospital on Oc-
tober 7 last year; the van rolled 
downhill, collided with a car so 
that a man was knocked over and 
pinned underneath.

The court heard that Heath 
worked for Argyll and Bute Care 
and Repair and was visiting the 
hospital for work.

‘There is a degree of gradient 
between where he parked and 
where the complainer was wash-
ing the car,’ said Eoin McGinty, 
procurator fiscal.

Almost immediately the van 

began to roll and hit the car, a 
distance of 16 metres. The man 
was at the front of the Vauxhall 
Corsa and did not see or hear it 
approach.

‘The car ran over him and came 
to a stop with his entire torso 
under the vehicle,’ said the fiscal.

People ran to help: ‘One at-
tempted to get into the van which 
was locked and smashed a win-
dow. He saw that the handbrake 
was off.’

The injured man had broken 
collar bones and an ankle, cuts 
to his head and ‘significant 

bruising’. When interviewed by 
police Heath said he usually left 
the van with its handbrake on 
and in gear.

Heath’s defence agent, Laura 
McManus, said: ‘He is profound-
ly sorry for the effect this had [for 
the injured man] who is a former 
colleague.’

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
fined him £500 and ordered six 
penalty points be added to his 
driving licence.

‘This is an unfortunate situa-
tion with pretty profound conse-
quences,’ sad the sheriff.

OBAN Friendship Club held 
an indoor street party for Her 
Majesty the Queen’s 90th birth-
day last Thursday April 21. 

The club decked the Free 
High Church Hall, where it 
meets fortnightly, in Union 
Jack flags and tablecloths and 
the Queen’s nine decades 
were recalled with displays of 

memorabilia, photographs and 
cuttings. 

Around 48 members and 
friends were then surprised 
by the arrival of  ‘HM The 
Queen’ – aka club member 
Jenny McEvoy attired with hat 
and handbag. 

Chairman Richard Jackson, 
a volunteer driver, introduced 

a programme of birthday 
speeches from Jean Summers, 
Margaret MacLachlan, Lily 
MacDonald and Helen Jackson 
then a sing-along led by Rever-
end Dugald Cameron.

A tea party followed, com-
plete with EIIR cupcakes, 
bringing an end to a most 
enjoyable afternoon.

Driver fi ned after former colleague 
injured due to failure to set handbrake

Friends celebrate Queen’s 90th birthday

www.facebook.com/obantimes

M&S looks at site 
for Oban store

Councillor cleared 
by committee

THERE is good news for shop-
pers in Argyll this week as Marks 
and Spencer has con� rmed to 
The Oban Times it is actively 
looking at a site in Oban.

An M&S spokeswoman said: 
‘We’re keen to bring an M&S 
foodhall and our exciting 
product range to customers 
in Oban. We will update the 
community when we can.’

AN INVESTIGATION into the 
standards of an Oban coun-
cillor has exonerated him.

A complaint about Coun-
cillor Roddy McCuish had 
been made to the Standards 
Commissioner by a fellow 
councillor. 

Rock� eld goes to 
top of the class
SCOTLAND’S schools watch-
dog is satis� ed with the qual-
ity of teaching at Rock� eld 
Nursery School and Nursery 
Class, following a recent 
inspection. 

The report by Education 
Scotland praised the Oban 
school’s ‘very well-behaved 
children who enjoy school 
and are eager to learn’, 
teachers’ commitment to im-
prove learning and the ‘rich 
learning environment’. 

Have your 
say on land 
at Ganavan
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

The legacy of Dennis Hardley

LAND at Ganavan owned by 
Argyll and Bute Council is to be 
sold or leased – and with a sale 
the final stake the authority has 
in the popular beach-side area 
will come to an end, Oban’s 
lead councillor confirmed on 
Monday evening.

In a report made to Oban 
Community Council, Councillor 
Roddy McCuish said he was 
making ‘one final plea’ to the 
Oban community for them to tell 
councillors what should be done 
with the land.

During a heated debate, the 
community council initially 
threatened legal action against 
the local authority for ‘thinking 
it had the right to sell the land’ 
but backed down when it was 
pointed out money from the sale 
could go back into the Common 
Good Fund.

Veteran community councillor 
Duncan Martin said: ‘People 
around Scotland are challenging 
local authorities in selling off 
community council assets.

‘Councils in Scotland are 
treating them as assets when in 
fact they belong to the people of 
the town. 

‘I would suggest that Ganavan 
is in this category. It belongs to 
the people of the town.

‘Cash from the lease or sale 
should go to Oban’s Common 
Good Fund.

‘It was given to the people of 
Oban. It would be only right to 
make a legal challenge if the 
council plans to sell it. I am not 
a lawyer but perhaps it is time 
we sought legal advice on this 
matter.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish 

said he wanted townsfolk to 
make a final decision on what 
should happen in the area and 
proposed a public meeting ‘as 
soon as possible’ to solve the 
on-going concerns about the 
area ‘once and for all’.

He said: ‘I can confirm the 
land will be sold or leased. It is 
the last part of the land that the 
council owns in the area.

‘The council owns the car park 
and a small section of grass at 
the opposite side of the path.’

The rest of the area is in private 
ownership, believed to be part of 
the Dunollie Estate.

When asked who would make 
the decision on the sale of the 
land, Councillor McCuish said: 
‘As elected representatives of 
the people it will be down to 
the area committee to make the 
decision.’

In reference to the statement 
and legal challenge made by Mr 
Martin, Councillor McCuish 
said: ‘You are duty bound to 
challenge the council’s decision 
to sell the land if you believe 
there is a legal argument to be 
made.

‘But the community council 
cannot make a statement about 
the council acting illegally and 
then not do something about it.

‘I would urge you as a commu-
nity council to fulfil your duty 

and raise this legal challenge as 
a matter of urgency. If you are 
going to raise a legal challenge 
then this will stop this thing 
[lease or sale] stone dead.’

Councillor Neil MacIntyre 
said: ‘We have all lived here and 
seen that over the years some 
people wanted to do things at 
Ganavan and they have never 
come to anything.

‘Only last year, a community 
group wanted to do something. I 
am not sure what the town wants 
us to do with the land. It begs 
the question what does the town 
want us to do with Ganavan?’

Councillor Duncan Martin 
replied: ‘You can sell or lease 
Ganavan but the money has 
to come back to the Common 
Good Fund.’

A member of the public said 
he believed planning permission 
for a building on the site had al-
ready been given and this would 
set a positive precedent with any 
other application for the site.

Acting chairman Stuart 
MacIver said he would arrange 
for a meeting to be held in the 
next few weeks to discuss the 
matter with the community and 
‘to find an answer about what 
the town wants once and for all’. 

A date and time for the meet-
ing will be advertised in The 
Oban Times. 

THE SUDDEN passing of 
photographer Dennis Hardley 
last week is being mourned 
by clients, friends and family 
from all over the world.

A well-known face, Dennis 
died, camera in hand, while 
taking photographs at Tralee, 
near Bendeloch – only a short 
walk from his home. 

Speaking from the photogra-
phy studio he shared with his 
father, son Tony Hardley said: 
‘My father was born in blitz-
sieged Liverpool on January 
5 1940.

‘He was an electrician and 
a semi-professional pianist 
working with the likes of Ken 

Dodd, Geraldo and the Stan 
Clarke band, which brought 
him into contact with Brian 
Epstein and the Beatles.

‘Dennis and his wife Dor-
othy, along with their three 
sons, moved to Scotland to al-
low him to pursue a career as 
a professional photographer. 

‘As his reputation grew so 
did his portfolio, with his work 
being published worldwide. 

‘He worked with companies 
such as British Rail, ScotRail, 
Caledonian MacBrayne and 
postcard and calendar pub-
lishers. 

‘Dennis created 13 pictorial 
books on Scotland, publishing 

titles including The Secrets of 
Scotland for Barnes and Noble 
in the US and Canada and The 
Magic and Mystery of Scotland, 
published by Dempsey Parr in 
the UK. When this book came 
out his publisher calculated 
he had driven more than one 
million miles photographing 
Scotland.

‘Dennis inspired and encour-
aged photographers locally 
and was a past president  of 
Oban Camera Club.  

‘My father was a dedicated 
husband, father, grandfather 
and great grandfather whose 
passion for life was recognised 
by everyone he met.’

Dennis Hardley, top, travelled the length and breadth of Scotland photographing iconic land-
marks including Kilchurn Castle at Loch Awe.

AN APPLICATION to support 
Oban Live has seen the town’s 
biggest event bene� t to the 
tune of £1,000 in vouchers and 
other help from community 
company BID4Oban.

To guarantee the money will 
be returned to the town, the 
BID4Oban board has awarded 
the money in the form of Love 
Oban vouchers. The vouchers 
can be spent at various loca-
tions in the town, including ac-
commodation for performers. 

BID4Oban backs 
town’s big event 
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LORN
lines
Fiddlers’ Rally plays to 
packed Corran Halls
THE CORRAN Halls in Oban celebrated the 
72nd Fiddlers’ Rally, which saw more than 
60 musicians take to the stage to perform 
in front of a packed audience.

The Oban and Lorn Strathspey and 
Reel Society concert was conducted by 
Helen Jordan and accompanied by guest 
artists such as Mód gold medallist Robert 
Robertson, who performed alongside 
Ross Wilson; champion � ddler, Maurice 
Duncan; and Lorn junior � ddlers. 

George Street business 
wins town accoladed
BID4OBAN has awarded its � rst Golden 
Broom to the shop that has the tidiest 
outlook in town.

George Street Fish and Chip Shop was 
presented with the accolade over the 
weekend.

John Stewart, owner of the restaurant, 
said: ‘As a business we know that � rst 
impressions count, that impression starts 
outside the restaurant. 

‘For this reason we always ensure our 
frontage and the street in front are kept 
clean, this creates that vital � rst impres-
sion. This is so important, particularly 
in a tourist town where there are lots of 

� rst-time customers. 
‘We are pleased to be the � rst recipients 

of the Golden Broom, and welcome this 
initiative by Bid4Oban to encourage and 
recognise the e� orts of businesses mak-
ing that extra e� ort.’

Derek Connery, from Bid4Oban, said: ‘I 
have had numerous comments about the 
e� orts that John, Lorraine and their sta�  
make in keeping the area around their 
business clean and tidy. 

‘In my opinion they not only improve 

the outward appearance of their own 
premises, but contribute to the overall 
cleanliness of the town. 

‘There are other businesses that make 
similar e� orts and they too will be recog-
nised in the coming weeks. 

‘If this e� ort was to be replicated by 
everyone around the town the di� erence 
would be fantastic. If people have busi-
nesses that they would like to nominate 
please contact the o�  ce 01631 569915, or 
admin@bid4oban.co.uk.’ 

The Lorn Junior Fiddlers entertained the packed audience last Saturday night. 
17_t18� ddlersrally01

Mountain rescue 
team praised 
OBAN Mountain Rescue Team 
(OMRT) was praised by police 
Sergeant Cammy Lowe after 
members rescued a family of 
� ve from the hillside near Stro-
ne Hill on Saturday afternoon 
(April 23). OMRT was called 
shortly after 1pm and quickly 
brought the family back to 
ground level. It is understood 
the family got into di�  culty 
after walking on unstable and 
uneven terrain.

Family distress at 
memorial theft
A GRIEVING family were dis-
traught to � nd a solar memo-
rial placed at their loved one’s 
graveside had been stolen 
from Pennyfuir Graveyard in 
Oban. The ornament was taken 
between noon on Sunday April 
17 and Monday April 18 at 4pm. 
Any information about this 
crime should be given to Oban 
Police Station on 101.

Cash stolen
THE THEFT of a four-� gure sum 
of money from a business prem-
ises on Mull has been reported 
to police o�  cers. Anyone with 
information about the crime in 
the Salen area between Friday 
April 22 and Monday April 25 
should contact Police Scotland 
on 101.

Driver did not stop
A DRIVER who failed to stop 
at the scene of an accident has 
been reported to the procu-
rator � scal. The 28-year-old 
male is alleged to have failed to 
stop following a collision near 
Taynuilt on Thursday April 21. 
The man was later stopped in 
Taynuilt where he subsequent-
ly failed a roadside breath test.

Speeding charges
A MAN driving at 127mph at 
Arrivain near Tyndrum has 
been reported to the procura-
tor � scal. The 45-year-old was 
clocked in the early evening 
of April 23 by police o�  cers 
on patrol. A 31-year-old man 
clocked travelling at 103mph 
in the same spot an hour earlier 
has also been reported.

Little box of ‘treasure’ set to 
put Oban on the world map
TREASURE hunters are next 
on the hit list to continue to 
improve Oban’s fortunes on 
the tourist map.

Geocaches, little boxes of 
‘stuff’, are an international 
craze with people coming from 
all over the world to write their 
name on a log book before 
searching out the next one.

BID4Oban is at the forefront 
of the craze in Oban and hopes 
that not only will the little 
boxes be great fun for families 
and other visitors, but will 
also get the town name out to 
the millions of users who use 
geocaches every day.

A geocache is a little box or 
tiny little metal keeper that 
highlights a place or an area.

The geocaches are in every 
place imaginable – for instance 

there is one at the Taj Mahal, 
on the seat that the Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge 
were pictured sitting on in the 
national press last week, and 
another on the top of the Eiffel 
Tower in Paris.

Closer to home a particular 
geocache in Kilninver saw 
upwards of 20 visitors a day to 
the area to find the treasure.

But instead of gold at the 
end of the hunt there is often 
nothing but a quirky little toy 
and a tiny wee book to sign.

Derek Connery of BID4O-
ban explains: ‘The geocaches 
attract people to come to 
an area because once you’ve 
started looking for them, they 
become addictive.

‘There is a smart phone app 
and a website that supports the 
use of the geocache, but the 
real joy is what the ‘treasure’ 
takes you to.

‘In Oban we have already 
put out about eight geocaches 
and we have plans for more. 

We cannot place any geocache 
within 500 feet of each other so 
it makes for some interesting 

walking.
‘Some of them are really well 

hidden and it might take all 
day to find them.

‘There has been one down at 
Ganavan for a long time. It is 
themed along the RAF work in 
Oban during the war and it is 
fascinating to see the people 
who want to go down there to 
find it.’

Mr Connery explains that 
there are a number of nations 
that are particularly interested 
in geocaching. 

He said: ‘The Germans, 
Americans and Dutch see the 
geocache as a real pastime and 
many thousands from each 
nation will travel the world to 
find them.

‘Of course, once they are out 
there and talking about Oban 
there is no end to how this 
simple marketing tool could 
work for Oban.’

In terms of the cost of the 
venture, Mr Connery said it 
was not expensive. 

The small black cache box 
costs around £10 for six.

The geocachers also have 
a language of their own that 
they leave in the tiny log books 
inside the geocache boxes. 

FTF is First to Find, TFTC 
Thank You For the Cache 
and TNLN is Took Nothing 
Left Nothing are some of the 
references in geocaches.

In some places geocachers 
take something to leave in the 
box and this can then be found 
half way around the world.

Mr Connery explains: ‘I had 
a cache that has a little tracker 
on it to see where in the world 
it has gotten to. 

‘The last I checked it was in 
Hawaii.’

For more information see 
www.geocaching.com.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

A POST attracting a salary of 
upwards of £6,000 per outing 
has been awarded by Argyll and 
Bute Council although it was not  
advertised and there was only 
one candidate. 

The role of returning officer, 
usually taken by the chief exec-
utive, for Argyll and Bute was 
waved through at a meeting last 
Thursday with head of govern-
ance and law Charles Reppke 
being put into the position.

Mr Reppke’s £70,000 salary  
already includes the organisation 
of elections on the council’s 
behalf. But with Oban North and 
Lorn hosting its fifth election 
this term and the impending 
Scottish and European elections, 
Mr Reppke was appointed in 
order to provide ‘experienced 
direction’. 

REPLACEMENT street lights 
in Argyll and Bute are likely to 
cost upwards of £3.9 million, 
and the region’s council has 
agreed to borrow the first 
round of cash to change them.

An interest-free loan from 
Salix, a private investment 
company that works to reduce a 
local authority’s environmental 
footprint, will mean the project 
will be under way as soon as 
possible.

In a report to councillors, it 
was stated that almost 1,200 
street lights are defective and 
these will be the first priority 
for repair. 

The draw down of £400,000 
from Salix will allow for more 

than 2,000 ‘luminaries’ to be in 
place before November.

The interest-free loan is paid 
back over a period of eight 
years and will reduce borrow-
ing costs by approximately 
£160,000, councillors were told 
last Thursday.

The contract for providing the 
equipment and the labour will 
be put out to tender in the usual 
way – but the local authority 
wants to ensure that some of 
the labour is provided in-house.

Argyll and Bute Council has 
signed an agreement with the 
Scottish Government to reduce 
its carbon footprint and light-
ing costs as energy efficient 
measures are put in place.

A PARTY held to celebrate 
three different wedding anni-
versaries within the one family 
was a surprise for the parents 
of the youngest groom and his 
wife.

Alex Munro and wife Reem 
celebrated their 15th anniversa-
ry and laid on a party. But the 
party was, in fact, a celebration 
for Sandy and Christine Mun-
ro, of Oban, who celebrated 
their diamond wedding – 60 
years – while Zuhair and Najla 
Uchi [Reem’s parents] were 
celebrating a golden wedding 
anniversary – 50 years. All 
three celebrations were taking 
place within the same year.  

Alex and Reem, with help 
from their siblings, arranged 
the event to look like a party for 
themselves, when in fact it was 
to celebrate the long marriages 
of both their parents. 

Alex and Reem and her par-
ents currently live in the Middle 
East, so it was decided to get 
everyone together in Oban to 
celebrate the event. 

The real reason for the party 

was not disclosed to the parents 
and so it turned out to be a 
wonderful surprise. In the end, 
around 160 guests enjoyed a 
wonderful evening, with a buf-
fet dinner and a ceilidh dance.

Returning 
offi cer

Interest-free loan 
to upgrade lights

Support building for campaign to 
improve A85 accident blackspot

Anniversary surprise

Derek Connery, BID4Oban manager with the geocache boxes that 
have still to be hidden. 

The happy couples after cutting the cake – Alex Munro, Sandy 
Munro, Christine Munro, Najla Uchi, Zuhair Uchi, Reem Munro. 

A CAMPAIGN for ‘no over-
taking’ double white lines 
along the whole of the Oban to 
Dunbeg stretch on the A85 is 
gaining momentum after it was 
reported in last week’s Oban 
Times.

Community councillor Sean 
MacIntyre, who is heading up 
the campaign, said he had spo-
ken to many people about the 
road problem since the story 
was published.

Mr MacIntyre said a request 
had been made to Dunbeg 
Community Council to help 
stop the high number of acci-
dents on the route.

Area Police Inspector Mark 
Stephen said anything that 
would make the community 
safer would be whole heartedly 

backed by Police Scotland.
Councillor Julie McKenzie, 

Oban North and Lorn, said: 
‘Everyone in the local area 
knows the section of the A85 
between Dunbeg and Oban has 
an appalling accident record. 

‘I am delighted to support 
this campaign for the intro-
duction of any further safety 
measures that could protect 
motorists and pedestrians on 
this notorious stretch of road. 

‘I would hope the wider com-
munity now throw their weight 
behind Colin to help take this 
forward.’

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
said that she and the late Coun-
cillor Donald Macdonald had 
campaigned for improvements 
in the road but it had come to 

nothing at the time.
Mrs Robertson said she also 

backed the campaign.
Writing on The Oban Times 

Facebook page, Andy Elkerton 
a book illustrator from Oban, 
said: ‘It seems that the people 
who could do something about 
this have been more than 
willing to just sit by and wait 
for another accident to happen.

‘Two years ago a friend of 
mine was killed in a traffic 
accident at Dunbeg.

‘I felt compelled to try and 
do something to encourage the 
authorities to introduce speed 
limits, traffic calming, or 
anything else that might have 
reduced the deaths and acci-
dents on this stretch of road.

‘I wrote to councillors, 

had a meeting with Michael 
Russell [MSP at the time], and 
appeared in an article in The 
Oban Times. 

‘This story almost exactly 
mirrors the one I appeared in, 
even down to the terminology 
and use of the words ‘‘silly 
season’’.

‘Two years later and the gen-
eral apathy and head scratch-
ing about what we should do 
still bewilders me. I really hope 
there is change for the good 
because of this campaign, but 
I’m not holding my breath.’

BEAR Scotland, which 
maintains the road on behalf 
of Transport Scotland, has said 
it is willing to meet with the 
community council to find out 
what can be done. 
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Motorcycle Trials

Bikers gear up for 
Six Day Trials

Strong man 

Tenpin bowling

Boxing

Fort fail to do double over 
Huntly 

Football

THE FORT were looking for 
a second successive win over 
Huntly on Saturday (April 23), 
but the home faithful were to 
be left disappointed, after a 
below-average performance 
from the home side saw the 
visitors take the points, with a 
comfortable 2-0 win. 

From the off, the visitors 
looked the more committed and 
hungrier side. 

The only surprise was that 
it took Huntly until the 25th 
minute to open the scoring, with 
Ian Cruickshank lobbing Fort 
keeper, Dougie MacLennan 
from 25 yards.

The Fort continued to huff 
and puff throughout the second 
half, without troubling Huntly’s 
keeper.

Cruickshank secured the win 
with two minutes remaining, 
getting his second goal of the 
afternoon.

But for the home fans, the 
talking point of the day was 

BIKERS across the country are 
gearing up for the Scottish Six 
Days Trial, coming to Lochaber.

Almost 300 competitors 
have signed up for the annual 
motorcycle event, which will 
run from Monday May 2 until 
Sunday May 8.

Fort William has been the 
home of the competition since 
1938 and has welcomed bikers 
and spectators ever since.

But the trial is not only for 
visitors as several members of 
Lochaber and district motorcycle 
club have signed up, including 
joiner Gary MacDonald from 
Kinlochleven, who took second 
place in 2015 competing in his 
13th trial.

MacDonald’s home village will 
also play host to the popular 
taster event, the pre-65 trials.

Held annually on the Friday 
and Saturday before the main 
trials, the pre-65s is exclusively 
for motorcycles manufactured 
before 1965. An added attraction 
this year will be Guy Martin, 
motorcycle racer and TV 
presenter, who has agreed to 
be guest of honour and has also 
entered the trial to try his hand 
at pre-65s trial riding.

Fort William’s Lundavra primary pupils show o�  their � rst mul-
ti-sports strip produced in the new school colours. The new gear, 

sponsored by Corrie, will be used by teams taking part in
football, rugby and shinty matches.

LOCHABER Rugby Clubs U17s 
travelled to Campbeltown last 
weekend to take part in a sevens 
tournament.  

With not a great deal of expe-
rience playing sevens, and up 
against some big opposition, the 
team put a great performance in 
winning two games, losing two 
and drawing in one.

The boys in the team were so 
keen to take part in this tour-
nament that an extra car was 
required to take the overspill. 

There is great potential in 
this team and the coaches look 

FORT William’s Gary Robertson has been 
crowned Scotland’s Strongest Man after the win-
ning of the under-90kg at Saturday’s event in Fort 
William.

Talking to The Oban Times after the event, Rob-
ertson said: ‘I am chuffed to bits with winning.’

Following the weekend’s result, Robertson has 
qualified for Europe’s Strongest Man and the 
World’s Strongest Man, in his category. 

Saturday’s competition saw strongmen from all 

LOCHABER Phoenix Boxing 
Club kept up their recent busy 
schedule last week, as they trav-
elled to Dundee on Thursday 
and Kilmarnock on Saturday. 

For the second time in a week 
a Lochaber boxer topped the 
bill in another town, as senior 
light welterweight Igor Sliwinski 
faced Stu Campbell of host club 
Lochee.

 Whilst conceding some weight 
to the stockier Campbell, Sliwin-
ski retained an edge in speed 
and made good use of this in the 
opening round as he darted in 
and out with straight punches. 

Campbell always looked dan-
gerous with his powerful hooks 
but Sliwinski managed to avoid 
the majority of shots coming his 
way. 

The second round continued 
in the same vein and by the final 
round Igor had to simply make it 
to the final bell to win.

It was another clear win for 
Sliwinski as he continues his 
comeback and will look to shine 
in two weeks at his home match 
in the Nevis Centre on May 14.

Welterweight power puncher 
Adam Watson engaged in a 
toe-to-toe war with another 
Dundonian in the experienced 
Ryan Gauld. 

This was a roller coaster of a 
bout, with each round fought 
with desire, determination and 
no shortage of skill. 

After three rounds of non-stop 
action the whole venue held its 
collective breathe as the result 
was announced. 

Unfortunately for the Lochaber 
camp it went the way of Gauld, 
but the standing ovation from the 
crowd as the boxers left the ring 
highlighted that there were no 
real losers in this contest.

Last Saturday night in Kilmar-
nock, Scottish Novice Youth 
champion Lee Bruce stepped 
up in class as he boxed his most 
experienced opponent in Liam 
Hendry from Clydebank Osprey 
boxing club. 

Bruce has a very fan-friendly 
style and is never in a dull bout. 
As he moves up in class he is 
trying to add some guile to his 
boxing and this bout was the 
perfect platform for that. 

Both boxers had moments of 
ascendancy, as they vied for 
ring centre. Hendry discovered 
a home for his right uppercut 
midway through the bout as 
Bruce tried to walk down his 
opponent disregarding his usual 
clever footwork. 

Eperienced Hendry was 
understandably slightly more 
comfortable under pressure.

Nevertheless this was another 
humdinger of a contest and, 
although Hendry edged the con-
test by way of a split decision, this 
was a fantastic learning bout for 
the ever improving Bruce.

Lochaber Phoenix Boxing Club 
are working towards their show 
in the Nevis Centre on May 14.

THE FINAL results of the 
tenpin bowling singles’ leagues 
at the Nevis Centre Fort William 
are as follows:

 The Nevis Centre Trophy for 
the men’s scratch league was 
won by Gary Cowan with 90 
points followed by Ben Weller 
on 76 and Darren Duncan on 73 
points. 

The Robert Cairns Trophy for 
the men’s handicap league was 
also won by Gary Cowan with 82 
points followed by John Weller 
on 70 and Darren Duncan on 66 
points.

 For the ladies, Pam Weller 
topped the ladies’ scratch 
competition with 52 points 
followed by RossAmy Wareing 
on 48 and Jean Fisher on 32 
points. There was a tie for first 
place for the British Legion 
Trophy for the ladies’ handicap 
league between Mo Mason and 
RossAmy Wareing both on 41 
points followed by Pam Weller 
on 39 points.

 In the combined men’s and 
ladies’ scratch competition Gary 
Cowan came out on top with 
169 points followed by Pam 
Weller on 153 and Ben Weller 
on 152 points. For the combined 
handicap competition Gary 
Cowan again came out on top 
with 160 points followed by John 
Weller on 138 and Nic Brooke 
on 134.

 The Nevis Radio Trophy for 
the highest total pin fall over the 
entire season was won by Gary 
Cowan with 4,538 pins followed 
by Ben Weller with 4,311 and 
Pam Weller with 4,265 pins.

LADIES: The April Medal was 
played on Tuesday April 19:

Winner: Iona Cameron net 77 
(96 - 19); Runner-up: Kathleen 
Leitch  net 81 (96 - 15).

The Cameron Trophy first 
round was played on Saturday 
April 23:  1 Kay Jerram, 35 points; 
2 Hazel Cameron, 30 points; 3 

LOCHABER has this week seen 
the opening of a new tennis court 
in Spean Bridge.

The owners of Tirindrish House 
opened up their property’s tennis 
court for community use on Sat-
urday April 23.

Owners Lucy Hicks and James 
Leggett decided to refurbish the 
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Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 03.01 1.5 08.49 3.2 15.20 1.6 21.25 3.2
Fri 03.55 1.6 09.39 3.0 16.21 1.7 22.25 3.1
Sat 05.12 1.7 10.51 2.8 17.40 1.7 23.56 3.0
Sun 06.37 1.7 12.47 2.8 19.00 1.6  **.**  *.*
Mon 01.50 3.2 07.55 1.5 14.29 3.0 20.14 1.4
Tues 02.54 3.5 09.00 1.2 15.20 3.3 21.17 1.0
Wed 03.43 3.7 09.53 0.9 16.01 3.6 22.11 0.7
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

10

9

7

Thursday Sunny intervals, scattered showers
 Winds light northerly
 Temperatures 2°C to 8ºC.
Friday Sunshine and light rain showers
 Winds light northerly
 Temperatures 3°C to 9ºC.

Weekend Light rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate west south wester
 Temperatures 2ºC to 8ºC.

Phoenix 
boxers in 
action

Igor Sliwinski

Gary Cowan wins 
Nevis Centre Trophy

Huntly’s Glenn Murison shields the ball from Fort William’s Michael Ellis. 

Photograph: JohnPaul Peebles, Abrightside Photography 

Football

how Cruickshank stayed on the 
park for as long as he did, after 
being booked in only the fourth 
minute for diving.

He was perceived have to com-
mitted numerous other fouls 
throughout the match.

Speaking after the match, Fort 
William manager Ally Ewen 
told The Oban Times: ‘I was 
disappointed with the perfor-
mance throughout. 

‘They looked like the hungrier 
side from the start, and they 
wanted it more than us.’

The Fort now have two home 
games left to finish the season, 
playing Fraserburgh this Satur-
day April 30 and Turriff United 
the following week on May 7. 

The team need four points 
from these two games to have 
any chance of climbing above 
Strathspey Thistle, and into 
16th place. 

‘They looked like the 
hungrier side from the 
start, and they wanted
it more than us’

Gary is Scotland’s strongest man
Winner of the under 90kg and Scotland’s Strongest Man, Gary Robertson, left, with fellow Fort William 

strongman Ryan Campbell, who came third in the under 105kg event. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

over Scotland gather at The Nevis Centre compete 
in a number of weighty challenges.

The event saw competitors take part in stone 
lifting and lorry pulling, among other things.

Fort William strongman Ryan Campbell also 
took part in the in the competition, coming third in 
the under 105kg event. 

Lochaber youngsters travel 
to sevens tournament

forward to seeing their skills 
develop which will bring them 
even more success.

The S1-2s also hosted a friendly 
fixture with Plockton High 
School over the weekend.

Plockton were unable to travel 
with a full squad, but were keen 
to fulfil the fixture, so combined 
forces with Lochaber High 
School to play an evenly sided 
game. A return fixture will be 
arranged in due course.

Rugby

Iona Cameron, 26 points.
Men: On Saturday April 23 the 

April Medal was played: Section 
1: 1 Ian Robertson, net 66 (79 - 
13); 2 David MacPherson,  net 72 
(78 - 6) BIH; 3 Stephen Howden,    
net 72 (86 - 14). 

Section 2: 1 Owen Sweeney, net 
70 (91 - 21); 2 Jason Wallace, net 

71 (90 - 19). On Sunday April 
24 the Senior April Medal was 
played: 1 George Band, net 65 
(79- 14); 2 Ian Robertson,  net 66 
(78 - 12);  3 Robert McCover, net 
67 (79 - 12).

Golf
Results from Fort William Golf Club New tennis court at Spean Bridge

court after being told by a neigh-
bour that there were currently no 
tennis facilities in the Lochaber 
area.

Budding tennis players will pay 
£3 an hour to play on the courts, 
the profits of which will all be 
donated to Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue Team.

RESULTS from last week:
Ballachulish 2 - 6 Tekkerslovakia; 
Caol Utd 3 - 3 Fort William 
u-17s; Nevis Range 0 - 10 Mallaig.  
Fixtures: Thursday April 28 
Tekkerslovakia v Caol Utd, high 
school. Friday April 29: Fort 
William u-17s v Nevis Range, 
high school. Monday May 2:  
Mallaig v Fort William u-17s at 
Mallaig; Wednesday May 4: Nevis 
Range v Tekkerslovakia at Canal 
Park. Thursday May 5: Ballachu-
lish v Caol Utd at Kinlochleven. 
All 7pm kick-offs.


