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OBAN residents, commuters and 
visitors travelling into and out of 
the town via the A85 Bealach an 
Righ and Dunollie Road face six 
days of evening and night-time 
disruptions starting on Sunday, 
May 11.

The long-awaited resurfacing 
of the Bealach an Righ, from 
north of Deanery Brae to the 
Corran Halls roundabout and 
Dunollie Road to George Street, 
will each be done over three 
nights.

A SEA of litter in an Oban 
housing estate, described by one 
town community councillor as 
‘Soroba’s shame’, will be cleaned 
up after two public bodies pledged 
their support.

George Berry, a community 
councillor and volunteer with 
a Soroba community garden 
project, contacted The Oban 
Times after discovering the pile 
of cans, bottles and furniture 
among woodland below Gillies’ 

Colonsay Terrace.
And in response to our story last 

week, Argyll and Bute Council 
and Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) have told 
ward councillor Roddy McCuish 
they intend to help.

While the council has pledged 
to assist by providing skips or 
sending a bin lorry to nearby 
collection points, ACHA, which 
has a number of properties in 
the area, has promised the help 
of its community caretaker and 
assistance with skips, if required.

ACHA chief executive Alastair 
MacGregor said: ‘Despite this 
land not being owned by ACHA 

the condition of it affects the 
amenity of the area for ACHA’s 
tenants and others.

‘We are happy to work with 
the council to resolve this 
environmental blight.’

Councillor McCuish, who was 
alerted to the problem by Mr 
Berry, said: ‘I am absolutely 
delighted at the positive response 
from ACHA and the council to 
help the residents of Soroba clear 
up this mess. ‘It is an excellent 
example of how working with 
communities for communities 
pays dividends for all.’

A COMMUNITY that has 
‘pulled itself up by its bootstraps’ 
to ensure a viable future could 
be destroyed if a large wind farm 
gets the go ahead on west Loch 
Awe, according to residents.

The Dalavich Improvement 
Group (DIG) has said everything 
it has worked for, including its 

club and community centre, 
could be in vain if a 45MW wind 
farm is built directly opposite 
the village.

RWE Innogy UK Ltd has 
applied to Argyll and Bute 
Council for planning permission 
to build 15 turbines measuring 
111metres to blade tip, 
approximately 6.5km north-west 
of Inveraray and 1.5km east of 
Loch Awe.

The turbines will be erected 
on land owned by Sir Jamie 
McGrigor, MSP for the 
Highlands and Islands.

Mark Potter-Irwin of DIG said: 
‘The ill thought out siting of this 
wind farm, which will be more 
visible along the length of Loch 
Awe than any of the present and 
other projected wind farms - all 
within 7km of Dalavich - will rip 
the heart out of this community, 

Like hundreds of others last weekend, Cammy McGee and his friends travelled to Mull for the island’s annual music festival. But 
unlike the masses, squeezed onto ferries and into buses and cars, they hired a fishing boat. Cammy, front, who captured the relaxed 
atmosphere with this picture, said: ‘This is the fifth year we have hired the boat, the Kylebhan, from Jim Kilcullen. We’ve managed to 

get ourselves a bit of a reputation and a few other folk are starting to do the same.’ Cammy is pictured with, from left, Iain Scott, Ryan 
Carter and Chris Macdonald. For more on this year’s Mull Music Festival see page 13. 

Council to invest 
£60m in new    
Oban High School
THE NEXT step has been taken 
to achieve a new high school 
for Oban.

Argyll and Bute Council 

investment in the project over 
the next 25 years.

A new school on the present 
site plus land between 
Tweed Mill, Dalintart and 
Glencruitten, with capacity for 
up to 1,300 pupils, is expected 
to be delivered before March 
2018.

A council spokeswoman said 
it was dedicating ‘a considerable 
amount of funding to delivering 
a high quality school that 
will best meet the needs of 
local young people into the 
foreseeable future’.

‘The council’s priority now is 
to design and deliver a school 
that is a modern, state-of-the-
art, learning environment for 
current and future pupils,’ she 
added. A New Project Request 
(NPR) will now be submitted 
to the Scottish Futures Trust 
which signals the start of the 
detailed design process. A NPR 
will also be submitted for a new 
Campbeltown Grammar School.

Councillor cites 
‘personal reasons’ 
for resignation
OBAN North and Lorn 
councillor Louise Glen-Lee has 

her position with immediate 
effect.

The councillor, who 
cited ‘personal reasons’ for her 
decision, retained the seat for 
the SNP following a landslide 
victory in a by-election in 
November 2011. 

The by-election had been 
called following the death of 
Donald MacDonald in August 
of that year. Mrs Glen-Lee said: 

intention to stand down as a 
councillor for Oban, North and 
Lorn for personal reasons. I am 
doing so with immediate effect.

‘I would like to thank fellow 
local and community council-
lors, politicians, the amazing 
people and families within the 

their support in my time as a 
councillor.’

potentially creating a ghost 
village. If we lose tourism, and 
it is a no brainier that tourism 
is affected by wind farms, then 
everything we have worked for 
is at jeopardy.

‘People come to the [Loch 
Awe] Cabins on holiday and they 
won’t come back if they have this 
wind farm in front of them. 

‘That will affect the income 
of the social club, as people pay 

they won’t raise the rent for the 
community centre, which goes 
to the Dalavich Improvement  
Group and generally it will have 
a domino affect.’

He added: This is a slap in the 
face to this community, a village 
that hauled itself up by the 
bootstraps with voluntary effort 
after the Forestry Commission 
sold out. It is a viable place, 
just.’

The planning application, 
which has received 92 letters 
of objection and 52 letters of 
support, will be considered by 
the local authority’s planning 
committee at a public hearing 
later this year. Planning 

application be refused. They say 
the visual impact, cumulative 
impact with existing wind 
farms and the collision risk 
for protected birds means the 
development is unacceptable.

But a spokesman or RWE 
Innogy UK said: ‘We believe we 
have a strong case to put before 
the local planning hearing.

‘Communities surrounding 
the development would share in 

economic predictions suggest 

during construction and a 

the operational phase of the 
development. Once operational, 
it is anticipated the wind farm 
would support the equivalent of 
seven full-time jobs in Argyll.’

Inveraray and Glenorchy and 
Innishail community councils 
support the project but both 
communities will have little or 
no visibility of the wind farm.

Carraig Gheal, Beinn Ghlas 
and An Suidhe wind farms are 
already operational around Loch 
Awe, while another three are in 
planning stages.  

Friends escape festival rush on hire boat 

Authorities pledge to 
clear up town’s litter 

Disruption expected during town roadworks
THE CHAIRWOMAN of St Columba’s Parent 
Council has urged the Oban community to back 
calls for improved road safety outside Oban 
Primary Campus.

At the Oban Community Council meeting on 
Monday Helen McGuigan appealed for support 
from members to help address a ‘variety of issues’ 
surrounding road safety outside the campus.

Argyll and Bute Council is currently considering 
an extension to barriers alongside the road after a 
seven-year-old girl was hit by a car there last month.
But at the meeting it was revealed public concern 
about the effect the new campus would have on 

the building seven years ago. 

Ms McGuigan said: ‘The issue of the barrier has 
never been raised as a solution and it is a shame it 
has taken a child to get knocked down for it to be 
brought up. It is a huge worry for parents that the 
road seems to be getting busier.’

Community councillor George Berry said he had 

on McCaig Road and chairwoman Marri Malloy 
said the road had become so busy with school 

Orchy Gardens. Ms Malloy said the community 
council would write to Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
area committee chairman Alistair MacDougall 
expressing its concern at the road safety issues.

 See page 2, ‘Road safety to be reviewed’.

Group claims 
wind farm 
would destroy 
Dalavich

On Sunday and Monday, May 
11-12 the Bealach an Righ will 
be under a 10mph convoy system 
between 8pm and 6am. It will be 
completely closed on Tuesday, 
May 13 from 9pm to 6am the 
following morning, with a 
diversion via the A819, A83 and 
A816. However, it will open at 
approximately hourly intervals, 
starting at 9.50pm, to coincide 
with ferry departure times.

The Dunollie Road closure 
from 8pm to 6am, between the 

Corran Halls roundabout and 
its junction with Breadalbane 
Street, will be on Wednesday 
and Thursday, May 14-15 and 
Sunday, May 18 into the Monday 
morning.

The diversion will be via 
Deanery Brae and Breadalbane 
Street but it will not be suitable 
for heavy goods vehicles which 
will have to use the Dalmally-
Inveraray-Lochgilphead-Oban 
diversion.

Outwith these times and at the 

weekend, BEAR Scotland says 
the roads will be open as normal.
BEAR Scotland said the 8pm 
start on Dunollie Road was to 
allow excavation of the existing 
road surface to be carried 
out earlier to avoid possible 
disturbance to residents. 

Oban urged to back school safety moves

Bishop Toal dedicates 
altar before move
BISHOP of Argyll and the Isles Joseph 
Toal will carry out one of his last 
duties in the west Highlands tonight 
(Thursday) after being announced as 
the new Bishop of Motherwell by Pope 
Francis on Tuesday. 

Bishop Toal will dedicate the new 
altar in St Mary and St Finnan RC 

refurbishment programme.
The bishop has been Apostolic 

Administrator of the Diocese of 
Motherwell since it fell vacant in May 
last year, when Pope Francis accepted 
the resignation of Bishop Joseph 
Devine.

Bishop Toal said: ‘While I am sad to 
be leaving my home diocese of Argyll 
and the Isles, I know the deep faith of 
the people there will sustain them as 
they await a new bishop.’
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TWO WESTERN Isles 

wind turbine installation and 

(WEST), an Isle of Lewis 

‘No’ campaigners 
set out their stall
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Railings
Scottish secretary Alistair Carmichael visits Bowmore Distillery during his visit to Islay.

School road 
safety to
be reviewed

Deal: John Daniel Peteranna and Angus MacDonald are looking forward to a successful partnership. 
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Railings could be extended 
after primary pupil hit by car

Designated 
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free soft drinks 
from Mull pubs 
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OBAN Community Play Park is 

to its fund-raising efforts after 
being awarded £5,000 by Argyll 
Beats Cardiovascular Disease 
(ABCD).

The grant is just one of the 
scores of donations received in 
recent weeks by the voluntary 
group, which is trying to raise 
£400,000 to rebuild the play 
park next to Atlantis Leisure. 

The group also intends to 
enhance the Millennium garden 
and build a new all-abilities 

up to teenagers on a section of 

garden.
Lyndsay Elliott, chairwoman 

of the playpark committee, said: 
‘We had applied to ABCD a few 
weeks ago and thought if we got 
£1,500 we would be doing really 
well. We are so pleased.’

ABCD is not the only generous 
donation the play park volunteers 
have received in recent weeks, 
with the total amount donated in 
pledges, cash and kind reaching 

A DOCTOR who has served the communities 
of Lorn across four decades is to get on 
her bike as she prepares for a European 
adventure in her retirement.

Dr Allison Davies, who last week retired 
from Taynuilt Medical Practice, will 
continue to live in Connel but is currently 
preparing for a motorbike trip with husband 
Andy to Corsica, Sardinia and Sicily.

The GP, who is originally from Tarbert, 

in 1980 and returned two years later as a 

Hospital and worked as a trainee GP in the 
area between 1983 - 1984. 

On January 1 1987 she joined Connel 
surgery, where she became a partner in the 
practice. 

At a retirement ceilidh in Connel Village 
Hall, she told family, friends and colleagues: 
‘In my working life the biggest decision I 
ever made, that had the most far reaching 
consequences, was to come here as a student 
in 1980 to the county hospital.

‘I met Andy and got married and that has 
coloured the rest of my life.

‘I have had a wonderful working life here. 
There have been happy and sad times but 
at all times I have worked with tremendous 
people.’

Dr Davies said her relationship with the 
people of Argyll was a major factor in her 
decision to stay here throughout her career 
and in Connel she and Andy raised two 
daughters, Rachel and Catriona.

Speaking at the retirement ceilidh, practice 
partner Dr John Lyon noted his former 
colleague had a rare gift in a doctor - neat 
handwriting. He added: ‘You have always 
been an empathetic, compassionate, astute 
clinician, full of wise counsel but always 
willing to go the extra mile too. The only 

funny stories about you - you’re generally 
too smart to make mistakes!’

Offensive weapon 
charge not proven 
THE PEN proved to be mightier 
than scissors at Oban Sheriff 
Court this week.

Sheriff Douglas Small was 
told that a pair of scissors in a 
homeless man’s pocket were 
for cutting up letters to his 
girlfriend, not for use as an 
offensive weapon.

Police who were called to 
a report of a disturbance in a 
common close on High Street in 
the town just after midnight on  
April 9 found Daniel William 
Kelly with a cut above his eye, 
heavily intoxicated and with 
a pair of nail scissors in his 
pocket.

This led to Kelly’s appearance 
in the dock on Monday, where 
he pled not guilty to having a 
blade or sharply pointed object, 
the scissors, with him in public 
without reasonable excuse or 
lawful authority. 

Following evidence, Sheriff 
Small found the case not 
proven.

evidence, saying that Kelly, 
aged 23, was slurring his 
words, staggering and 
incomprehensible with a cut 
above his right eye; he was 
later seen by the on-duty police 
surgeon to make sure he was 
not suffering from concussion 
instead of intoxication.

‘I was writing letters to my 
girlfriend and I was cutting 
them up.’ He did not appear to 
be capable of writing at that 
time.’

The scissors were produced as 
evidence in court.

abode, did not give evidence; 
his defence agent, Edward 
Thornton, showed one constable 
the scissors and his own pen: 
‘My pen has a sharper point,’ 
he said.

McGinty said: ‘The 
circumstances have to be taken 
into account.’

But Sheriff Small said: ‘I am 

doubt.
‘I do not think it safe to 

convict the charge as libelled. 
Not proven.’

A WIND farm planning application 
for Glen Lonan which has lain dormant 
since the end of 2012 has been launched 
back into the limelight with the publi-
cation of an additional 40-plus page 
environmental information document.

The original application for 11 tur-
bines over 6.6ha between Kilmore and 
Glen Lonan, 6km south east of Oban, 
was lodged in December 2011 by Wind 
Prospect Developments Ltd. It attracted 
more than 65 letters of objections at the 
time and around 15 in support. 

Although additional information 
was supplied in September 2012, more 
discussions took place with Scottish 
Natural Heritage and Argyll and Bute 

Council in 2013 leading to the docu-
ment recently released. It includes a 
revised ornithology report, with a 2013 
golden eagle breeding survey, and con-
sideration of the abnormal load access 
route to the proposed site.

Updates on landscape and planning 
policy have also been provided but 
the design of the wind farm proposal 
and the number of turbines remain the 
same. 

If the wind farm gains consent, the 
owners and operators of the completed 
wind farm, EDF ER, would contribute 
£5,000 per megawatt (MW) to a com-

Wind Prospects says it welcomes 

suggestions from the community on 
how the fund could be administered 
and what kind of local projects, initia-

Oban Community Council objected 
at the time of the application being 
advertised in 2012 and on Monday 
agreed to renew its objection.

Taynuilt Community Council also 
raised concerns in 2011 regarding the 
use of the Glen Lonan road for heavy 
vehicles. If approved the turbines, 
which would generate 22MW - enough 
to  power 13,000 homes - would be seen 
from as far as Connel Bridge, Lismore, 
Glen Lonan, Inverawe, Ardchonnel 
and Glen Feochan.

Oban and District Crime Prevention Panel has donated £645 to Lochwatch Loch Awe to help produce an accident 
prevention leaflet, supporting the on-going awareness work done by the charity. Members of the panel met with 

Oban Police Inspector Julie McLeish and Lochwatch volunteers Iain MacKinnon, Murray Humphries and Councillor 
Louise Glen Lee at Argyll and Bute Council’s Municipal Buildings last Friday to hand over a cheque. Mr MacKinnon 

said the continuing community support for Lochwatch was ‘fantastic’. 16_t18crime01

A VITAL service that allows tourists with mobility problems 
to get around Oban town centre with ease has been thrown 
a lifeline.

Shopmobility, which rented around 200 wheelchairs and 
mobility scooters to tourists every summer, closed its doors 
two weeks ago because of a lack of support and funding.

But Oban’s Matheson’s Furnishings has offered to trial the 
service at his Soroba Road shop.

with Shopmobility as it already sells mobility products, such 
as wheelchairs and walking frames, to locals.

Having read about the closure of Shopmobility in The 
Oban Times, Mr Matheson said: ‘Clearly there was a natural 

‘It is handy for people who have an injury that they can get 
a mobility item for a week or two... and the other thing is for 
people thinking about purchasing a scooter, they can rent it 

Oban councillor Elaine Robertson was a member of the 
Oban Disability Forum and Access Panel, which was forced 
to put an end to the service that operated for 14 years.

She said: ‘We know this is a trial period but we hope that 
it is successful and we are so grateful to Neil for taking this 
on.’

People can contact Matheson’s Furnishings directly to 
arrange a rental.

a value of around £40,000. This 
includes £500 raised through 

campaign on Facebook, similar 

campaign that raised money for 
and awareness of breast cancer.

Meanwhile two children from 
Oban, Ruby Smith, 7, and Rufus 
Hughes, 5, sold lemonade on 
Easter Monday and raised £46; 
the Shower of Herring at Melfort 
Village donated £1 for every 
lunch or snack sold over the 
Easter holidays;  MacPhee and 
Partners, solicitors and estates 
agents in Oban, held a cake sale 
and there was  a Jungle Book 
sing-along at Oban Phoenix 
Cinema on Sunday.

Lyndsay said she was amazed 
by the amount of support the play 
park campaign was now getting 
but with £400,000 to raise, 
every penny was needed. ‘We 
are applying to SportScotland 
in July and if we are successful, 
the maximum they can give us is 
£100,000.’

While the group is applying 

to other funding bodies, it has 
been decided to break the project 
down into phases, with the play 

Lyndsay said she also hoped 
that, thanks to donations in kind 
and help from builder Calum 
MacColl, swings would be re-
erected in the old play park site 
where the picnic benches remain 
in the next three weeks. 

The previous equipment had to 
be removed in February because 
it was deemed unsafe and was 
not economical to repair.

Other up-coming fund-raising 
events include a table top sale 
at Atlantis Leisure on May 11, 
and on May 31 11 mums - Tricia 
MacLeod, Jan Roberts, Julie 
Didcock, Karen Macinnes, 
Laura-Anne Scott, Nicola 
MacEwan, Vicky MacIntyre, 
Angela Hill, Claire Smith, 
Nicola Watson and Lindsay 
MacKechnie – are climbing 
Ben Nevis and are asking for 
donations via www.justgiving.
com/31MayBenNevis.

Retired GP Dr Allison Davies, front centre, with husband Andy and daughter Catriona, were joined by well wishers at a ceilidh in 
Connel Village Hall. 16_t18allison01

Costa Coffee 
considers opening 
in Oban
COSTA Coffee is considering 
opening a café in Oban, the 

The business, which operates 
in 29 countries, may set up shop 
in the former Whisky Shop in 
Station Square.

Earlier this month Costa 
submitted a planning applica-
tion to Argyll and Bute Council 
to erect two illuminated signs 
on the shop front.

A spokeswoman for Costa 
said: ‘We work closely with 
planning departments across 
the country to open new stores 

communities, creating new jobs 
and providing attractive and 
popular social meeting places. 

‘We are currently evaluating 
opportunities in the Oban area, 

Shopmobility volunteers Jan and Ed Morton, seated, with 
Neil Matheson and Oban Councillor Elaine Robertson. 

16_t18mob01

Panel backs Lochwatch with donation

Oban business 
extends lifeline to 
Shopmobility

Play park 
group’s delight 
at £5,000 
donation

Glen Lonan wind farm bid update

Adventurous GP hits the road to retirement
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Morvern Lines

A THREE-year campaign to bring dialysis 
treatment to Argyll has been given an 
injection of support by two Conservative 
politicians based in the county.

Jamie McGrigor, Highlands and Islands 
Conservative MSP and Councillor Donald 
Kelly (South Kintyre) have backed calls 
from local dialysis patients for a satellite 
dialysis unit to be provided in Argyll. 

Mr McGrigor was to raise the issue 
of the accessibility of dialysis services 
at Health Questions in the Scottish 
Parliament this week. 

The campaign was started by Taynuilt 
woman Cathy Reid, who gained more 
than 1,000 signatures on a petition calling 
on services to be based closer to home.

Mrs Reid began having dialysis 
treatment in August 2011 and initially 
travelled by taxi to Belford Hospital, Fort 
William three times a week. Another 
Taynuilt resident travelled to Glasgow 
by taxi for treatment. The travel cost for 
both patients is estimated to be £63,000 
per year.

Her case was taken up by Michael 
Russell MSP and ward councillor 

Louise Glen Lee and all three met with 
Nicola Sturgeon MSP, then the Scottish 
Government’s health secretary, to 
highlight the issue. 

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Mike MacKenzie later presented a 
parliamentary question on the issue to 
Ms Sturgeon.

NHS Highland says it has acknowledged 
the ‘onerous’ travel patients must 
undertake and said it would make an 
announcement on improving travel in 
June this year.

But both the Scottish Government and 
NHS Highland say the issue of providing 
services within Argyll and Bute will not 
be considered until the 2015/16 budget at 
the earliest.

The latest campaign followed on from 
the work of the late Oban councillor 
Donald ‘Skye’ McIntosh, who required 
dialysis treatment and also called for 
better services for Argyll patients.

Healthcare Improvement Scotland 
previously set a target that NHS boards 
should provide hospital dialysis within 30 
minutes of all patients’ homes, allowing 

for the constraints of population, density 
and geography. Councillor Donald 
Kelly said the situation, particularly for 
his constituents in South Kintyre, was 
‘unfair’, while Jamie McGrigor MSP, 
who has already raised concerns with 
NHS Highland and the cabinet secretary 
for health, Alex Neil, said: ‘Patients 
have explained to me the distress and 
inconvenience caused by lengthy and 
frequent journeys to hospitals for 
dialysis. 

‘I will be pressing the health minister 
to respond to these concerns in the 
parliament.’

Onerous
A NHS Highland spokesman said: ‘We 

have been working closely with patients 
in Argyll and Bute who are currently 
receiving dialysis treatment in NHS 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde and the 
Belford hospital to understand what their 
needs are and also to improve the transport 
that is provided, as we recognise that the 
journey patients have to make three times 
a week is extremely onerous.

‘Whilst this work has been ongoing we 

have also been having discussions with 
clinical staff in Glasgow as to how more 
local provision of dialysis treatment could 
be provided. The numbers of patients 
requiring dialysis is relatively small and 
spread across Argyll and Bute which 
makes the job of planning a local service 

‘We continue to assess the demand for 
renal dialysis across the area and remain 
committed to formally reviewing the 
previous viability work as agreed in 
2015/16.

‘At the same time however it is also 
important that we make it clear that we 
currently have a range of competing 
priorities for service developments and, 

we need to look at potential service 
developments very carefully. 

‘However, with all that said we can 

take the issue of how our patients access 
and use dialysis service very seriously.’

A Scottish Government spokeswoman 
said it wanted to see NHS Highland 
complete its review of services ‘as quickly 

THE CONTRIBUTION of Peter 
MacLeod and the late Robin Banks as 
honorary sheriffs in Oban was marked 
earlier this year.

The pair were each given a quaich 
to mark 25 years’ service in the role 
on the same day sheriff clerk Graham 
Whitelaw retired from duty.

Sheriff Principal Bruce Kerr QC 
was at Oban Sheriff Court to make 

the presentations. To the honorary 
sheriffs, the sheriff principal said: ‘I 
congratulate you both and thank you 
for your sterling service over quarter of 
a century. It is quite an achievement.’

Retirement
Mr Whitelaw had been sheriff clerk 

in Oban for the best part of 20 years 
before taking his retirement. 

The sheriff principal said of him: ‘He 

and I regard him as a dedicated servant 
of the justice system in Argyll.

‘He has been a great support to 
various sheriffs and to me. He has been 
a man of great dedication and loyalty 
to the whole service provided by the 
court. 

‘I commend him for that and I will 
remember that.’

Caol and Mallaig 
by-election
VOTERS in the Caol and 
Mallaig ward go to the polls 
today (Thursday) to elect a new 
Highland councillor to replace 
Eddie Hunter, who stood down 
in February.

Five candidates are standing: 
William Keelie MacDonald, 
Scottish National Party; 
Liam Kevin Simmonds, UK 
Independence Party; Ben 
Thompson, Independent; Susan 
Wallace; Scottish Christian 
Party ‘Proclaiming Christ’s 
Lordship’; Sandy Watson. 

Polling stations are open from 
7am to 10pm and the count is 
in Kilmallie Free Church the 
following day from 9.30am. 

ARISAIG Community Trust is one step closer 

£30,000 funding boost. 
The group’s application to Sport Scotland was 

accepted meaning it is now just £8,000 short of the 
£64,500 needed to carry out the work. 

If the application for a grant from The Robertson 
Trust is accepted next month all of the money 
will be in place. The development will include the 
installation of drainage, surface dressing and new 
turf, additional deer height fencing, adventure play 

Gordon Stewart of the Arisaig Community Trust 
said: ‘We have a bit more fundraising to do but 

The idea is to keep it as a community amenity so 
although part of it is a football pitch we want it 
to be available for village events and used by the 
whole community.’ 

Trust members have decided not to start the 
upgrade until September to allow children full use 

Change of road 
closure dates
TRANSPORT Scotland has 
announced a change in the 
times of overnight closures on 
the A82 as work to widen the 
road at Pulpit Rock on Loch 
Lomond-side to two lanes 
continues.

It had originally been planned 
to shut the route overnight 
between Crianlarich and Tarbet 
from April 28 to May 4 and 
May 10-16, to accommodate 
closures by Argyll and Bute 
Council on the A85 diversion 
route between Tyndrum and 
Inveraray. But a change to 
work schedules means the road 
is now scheduled for closure 
between 10pm and 6am from 
May 10 to May 22, inclusive.

A Transport Scotland spokes-
person said: ‘With complex 
works such as those underway 
at Pulpit Rock there is a certain 
level of unpredictability due to 
the local topography, ground 
conditions and the constrained 
nature of the site, which 

INVERLOCHY Primary 
School pupils did their bit for a 
national anti-litter campaign on 
Friday.

As part of Clean Up Scotland, 
P7 children collected rubbish 
along the path between An Aird 
and the school. The campaign 
aims to tackle the blight of 
rubbish and mess as the country 
prepares to welcome thousands 
of overseas visitors for the 2014 
Year of Homecoming and the 
Commonwealth Games.

The Fort William outlet 
of Macdonalds, one of the 
companies backing the 
initiative, supplied pupils with 
high-visibility vests, protective 
gloves and black bin bags for 
the litter blitz. Franchisee Craig 
Duncan said: ‘This is just to 
show a wee bit of commitment 
to keeping Scotland beautiful.’

SMALL businesses in Argyll and Bute can 
now receive a discount on National Insurance 
contributions. 

‘Employment Allowance’ could save employers 
up to £2,000 per year if claimed. 

Hisashi Kuboyama of the Federation of Small 
Businesses said: ‘Now this discount is secured, 
Argyll and Bute business owners should sign up 
and use it to give their business a boost.’

Make sure you    
can vote
VOTERS are being urged to 
ensure they are registered in 
time to vote in the European 
parliamentary election and, if 
you live in the Oban South and 
the Isles ward, for the Argyll 
and Bute Council by-election, 
both of which take place on 
Thursday May 22.

People need to be registered 
by May 6 to be eligible. 
If anyone has not already 
received a polling card they 
should contact the Electoral 

9800 470.

From left: Sheriff Douglas Small, the late Robin Banks, Graham Whitelaw, Peter MacLeod and Sheriff Principal Bruce 
Kerr QC. 16_t18court01

Contribution of town’s honorary sheriffs marked

Arisaig edges 
closer to playing 

Helping to keep Scotland beautiful: Inverlochy pupils prepare to tidy up the path along An Aird on Friday. 20_f18litter01

Growing support for 
dialysis unit campaign  

WHEN the call to arms went out by the Jacobite lairds in 

of Bonnie Prince Charlie’s royal standard in August 1745, 
it attracted a lot of interest among the Morvern Camerons, 
Maclachlans, Livingstones and Macleans.

Saturday on Culloden Moor at the Gaelic and English service 
marking the anniversary of the battle on April 16, 1746. 

In attendance and laying wreaths were Donald Cameron of 
Lochiel, Sir Lachlan Maclean of Duart and Morvern, Robin 
Maclean of Ardgour, Allan Maclean of Dochgarroch and 
many others whose forebears were involved in the disastrous 
Jacobite Rising.  Also present was Celia, Lady Mackintosh of 
Macintosh, representing her son John, the current chief; the 
Earl of Cromarty, who is chief of Clan MacKenzie; Lois, Lady 
MacDonell of Glengarry and Alexander Brodie of Brodie.

I was pleased also to meet my old friend the indomitable Miss 
Christian Aikman, former secretary of the 1745 Association 

when it was pointed out to her in the National Trust for 
Scotland’s restaurant after the ceremony that she was sitting 

were worth recording! 
Unlike the morning of the battle which was cold and wet, the 

weather on this year’s anniversary was perfect. It was a pity 
though that the dignity of the occasion at the cairn was marred 
by the sound of mobile telephones and loud conversation 
coming from some of the assembled company during the 
religious part of the ceremony.  

Perhaps the Gaelic Society of Inverness, which has, since 
1926, held this event every April on the Saturday nearest to the 
actual date of the battle, might address this in future.

JACOBITE sympathies were very strong in Morvern and many 
parishioners turned out in 1745. 

One of the most interesting was Donald Livingstone, better 
known as ‘Domhnull Molach’, Hairy Donald whose ancestors 
lived in Glen a Chaolais, Appin.

The Livingstones of Morvern, Ulva, Lismore and Appin all 
went to Culloden with the Stewarts of Appin. 

An old woman with the second sight foretold that eight 
Livingstones would be killed guarding the Stewart banner. 

banner from its shaft and winding it round his body, made off 
back to Morvern with it. Donald had to go into hiding as the 
Hanoverians swarmed over the parish looting, burning houses 
and boats and driving off cattle and sheep to feed the occupying 
forces. After many close shaves and the passing of the Act of 
Indemnity in 1747, Donald Molach settled at Savary and opened 
an Inn not far from Fiunary Manse where he was well known 
and respected by the Rev Norman Macleod. 

in Kiel cemetery in memory of his parents, John and Anna 
MacInnes. Donald is buried somewhere nearby along with 
many others who were out in the ’45. 

The banner he risked his life for was returned to the Stewarts 
of Appin. It and the colours of ‘Barrell’s Blues’, one of the 
Hanoverian regiments who fought the Stewarts at Culloden, 
were eventually gifted to Scotland by The Stewart Society and 

Museum with full military honours in an impressive public 
ceremony in 1931. 

In a move which was nothing short of scandalous these battle 
honours were given to the Museum of Scotland in 1998 simply 
because the Edinburgh establishment thought that it was a more 
appropriate place to have a public display about the Jacobites 
whom they have never really forgiven for taking the city on 
their way to Derby - unlike the magistrates of Glasgow, who 

to the city.  They do so in honour of his ancestor, the Gentle 
Lochiel, who prevented the Jacobite army from going on the 
rampage on their retreat from Derby.

Donald Molach revealing the 
Stewart banner he rescued 
at Culloden to his mother 

at Savary, Morvern. From a 
painting by William Skeoch 

Cumming, 1905. 

Inverlochy
pupils
help clean 
up path

THERE are not many people in the parish these days who can 
claim a closer connection with the Jacobites and Bonnie Prince 

great grandfather, Captain Malcolm Macleod of Eyre, Raasay, 
composed the well known piobaireachd ‘Lament for Prince 
Charles’.

Malcolm served as a captain in a contingent raised by his 
uncle Malcolm, 10th Chieftain of Raasay and fought at Falkirk 
and Culloden. 

After Culloden, Prince Charles Edward Stuart made his 
way to the Outer Hebrides. At one point in the Prince’s 
escape, Captain Malcolm escorted him to safe haven with the 
MacKinnons on Skye.   

Captain Malcolm was captured and sent to London for trial. 
As only one unreliable witness was available to testify against 
him, he was released. He returned to Raasay where he compiled 
a memoir of the Rising for Bishop Forbes, Inverness, which 
remains one of the best accounts of the ’45.

Iain Thornber iain.thornber@btinternet.com.

Helping hand for 
small businesses

www.gordonsdirect.comft

16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN

MAYMADNESSMAYMADNESS
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A MONTH-long problem with broadband services in 
Tobermory is continuing this week despite assurances 
from BT that the fault has been repaired.

reported very slow internet connectivity on March 27.

and some residents say the service remains either slow 
or non-existent. Richard Wathern from Tobermory told 

The Oban Times: ‘We are supposed to get between six 
and eight megabytes but in Tobermory it dropped to 
0.3MB. Everyone has had visits from BT Openreach. 
Their tests say there’s no problem even though they 
know there is a problem. We have a whole town that has 
unusable BT. I personally can’t pay bills online and my 
credit rating is being affected.’

A spokesman for BT said a specialist engineer had 

Tobermory radio station. He said: ‘This particular fault 
was extremely tricky to pinpoint – Openreach engineers 

to apologise to everyone who was experiencing slow 
speeds. With regard to compensation, our compensation 
scheme is only activated when a customer experiences a 
complete loss of telephone service.’

cancelled more than 80 times 
since the start of the year, 
according to Mull Community 
Council.

At its meeting last month, 
Caledonian MacBrayne repre-
sentatives David Taylor, regional 

operations manager and Karen 
Sumner, customer services, 
were asked about the number of 
cancellations.

The adequacy of the 25-year-
old MV Isle of Mull on the route 
was also called into question, 
in light of the high number of 
cancellations and whether or not 
its age meant the ferry was ‘past 
it’.

The meeting was told that the 
Isle of Mull
and that skippers were very 
experienced and had the last 
word regarding whether the 
vessel sailed or not. While 

A POSTMAN who has plied the 
same route for 30 years has been 
recognised for his long service.

Jim Atkinson has been handing 
out letters and parcels for Royal 
Mail in Crianlarich and Tyndrum 
since 1984 and has no intention 
of giving up any time soon.

But it’s not just letters and 
parcels that Jim-the-Post has 
delivered – in his time he has 
delivered the odd hot meal and a 
tourist or two.

‘In the 1970s I worked for 

Heron Street and then St Vincent 
Street in Glasgow,’ said Jim.

But then the appeal of living 

sold to him by his sister and her 
husband who were running the 

he got a job with Glen Dochart 
Coaches, running children to 
McLaren High School in Stirling 

job of postie came up.
As part of his job, he drove 

‘I used to meet tourists from all 
over the world,’ said Jim. 

‘I just love being outside. I love 
it up here and just love meeting 
different folk. I have been doing 
the same route for 30 years 
– and pretty much delivering to 
the same folk for 30 years,’ he 
joked.

He is known for wearing 
shorts almost all-year-round 
and was once accused of having 
a bet with Killin’s postie over 
who could deliver in shorts the 
longest over the year.

‘People kept asking who had 
won the bet – but there was 

A MUSICAL treat was served  
up to more than 300 people 
in Oban’s Corran Halls as the 
Oban and Lorne Strathspey and 
Reel Society marked its 70th 
anniversary.

The concert last Saturday 

was also treated to songs by 
Gaelic singer and broadcaster 
Mary Ann Kennedy, who was 

Wells on guitar.
Maurice Duncan wowed both 

audience and musicians with his 

performance with the well-loved 
Hen’s March, in his own unique 
style.

The society’s rendition of 
Highland Cathedral was a 
particular highlight, complete 
with the surprise addition of 
pipers James MacPherson and 
Jamie MacGregor and drummers 
David MacPherson and Bronwen 

Craobh Haven 
masterplan gets 
green light
A VISION to expand Craobh 
Haven from a holiday village 
into a thriving community has 
been given the green light by 
Argyll and Bute Council.

A masterplan for the centre 
of the village, created by the 
owner of Craobh Haven Marina, 
Holt Leisure, was approved 
by Argyll and Bute Council’s 
planning committee last week.

Holt Leisure, which also 
owns Kip Marina, has outlined 
plans to build 70 houses on the 
Craignish Peninsula, a play 
area and complete landscaping 
works to improve the overall 
look of the area.

The building work will be 
done in phases over several 
years. It is estimated 28 per cent 
of the housing - 20 units - will 
be affordable housing, while 
the remainder will be a variety 
of detached homes, for both 
permanent residents and holiday 
lets.

The majority of existing 
homes in Craobh Haven are 
second homes and holiday 
cottages, with less than half the 
properties currently occupied as 
full-time homes.

Davies, and brought a tear to 
many an eye. The age of the 
society members spanned the 
full 70 years of the group’s 
history, the youngest being only 
10 years old. 

students were very well received, 
their tunes adding to the variety 
of music in the concert. The 

a great selection of tunes with 
nerves of steel.

The society has many 
connections with other musical 
groups in the area, including 

and Taynuilt Gaelic choirs and 

Donald Harrison and George 
Campbell, were joined by 
Jason Davies (all Taynuilt 
Gaelic Choir) and the evening’s 
chairman Rev Dugald Cameron 

Tenors. They led the audience in 

waltzing round Scotland, from 
Ayrshire to Glasgow, Aberdeen 

Bonnie Oban Bay followed by 
a moving rendition of Always 
Argyll.  

Conductor Helen Jordan said: 
‘I would like to thank friends 
and fellow musicians who 
helped make this special event 
one not to be forgotten and I 
look forward to welcoming the 
wonderful audience back to our 
next annual concert in April 
2015.’

A new season of rehearsals 
will start again in September 
2014 and anyone interested in 
joining the society or the Lorne 

obanlornesrs@gmail.com for 
further information.

Meanwhile, the society is 
gearing up for a weekend away 
to Tiree at the end of the month 
with another spectacular concert 
planned for Saturday, May 31.

The Oban and Lorne Strathspey and Reel Society take the stage. 07_t18fiddle01

Soloist Mary Ann Kennedy was accompanied by Oban guitarist 
Finlay Wells. 07_t18fiddle03

Medivac from 
Little Colonsay
A PERSON with a head injury 
was evacuated off the remote 
island of Little Colonsay, off 
west Mull, in the early hours of 
Monday morning.

Tobermory lifeboat, Elizabeth 
Fairlie Ramsey, was launched 
just after 2.45am to the island, 
where the casualty was taken on 

on Mull the injured person 
was transferred to a waiting 
ambulance and taken to hospital 
for treatment.

Biker seriously 
injured near 
Invergarry

in Dundee with serious injuries 
after his machine crashed off 
the A87 near Invergarry on 
Sunday afternoon.

and a half hours following 
the 3.50pm single-vehicle 
accident to allow police accident 
investigators to carry out their 
inquiries.

The incident comes seven 
days after 33-year-old Glasgow 
man Alexander Brown died 
in a single-vehicle motorbike 
accident on the A87 at Luib on 
the Isle of Skye.

Western Isles has received a 
further boost after students 
at Lews Castle College in 
Stornoway voted to back 
Scottish independence ahead of 
the referendum on September 
18.

After a debate at the college 
on Monday, 49 people voted 
‘yes’ (55 per cent) against 40 for 
‘no’ (45 per cent).

Alasdair Allan MSP and 
college students Norman Smith 
and Jack Duncan made the 
case for independence, while 
former MSP Alasdair Morrison, 
together with students Katie 
Morrison and Caroline 
MacPherson, argued for a ‘no’ 
vote. Mr Allan said: ‘This was 
a great chance for voters to ask 
the questions they wanted about 
the independence referendum 
and seek the information they 
needed to make up their minds.’

THE SCOTTISH Government 
is being urged to set aside the 
duty on grazings committees to 
report unworked crofts under 
new crofting legislation.

Councillor Donald Crichton, 
vice chairman of  Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar’s sustainable 
development committee, said he 
was ‘very concerned’ over the 
impact that crofters being asked 
to report on their neighbours 
was having on the industry.

In the comhairle’s response to 
the 2012 consultation, it strongly 
advised against burdening both 
common grazings committees 

Benbecula needs 
community
councillors
COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar 
is seeking nominations for six 
community councillors for 
Benbecula Community Council.

as well as on the comhairle’s 
website. Nominations must 
be delivered to the Returning 

by no later than 4pm on 
Wednesday May 7.

Jim Atkinson, ‘Jim -the-Post’, centre, receives his long-service 
award from Royal Mail manager Kenneth Rigg, watched by 

Crianlarich subpostmistress Isla Craig.

no bet,’ he said. Isla Craig, 
subpostmistress at Crialarich for 
10 years, said Jim was a popular 
character, always up for a joke 
and a ‘bit of banter’ as well as a 
good blether.

service would be running a little 
late – whatever excuse he gave for 
this, it was common knowledge 
amongst the local passengers 
that this would be because he got 
caught up in conversation with 
one of his customers, and lost 
track of time.

‘He also has an uncanny knack 
of delivering mail just as home 
baking is being taken out of the 
oven, and is always willing to 
try a sample when it is offered,’ 
she added.

Jim, who is married with 
two grown-up sons – one of 
who works as  head chef at the 
Crianlarich Hotel and the other 
is an apprentice joiner to a 
builder in Killin - was given a 
voucher worth £150 to spend by 
Kenneth Rigg, his Royal Mail 
manager, who had nothing but 
praise for him.

‘Jim is genuinely a very good 
member of staff so it is easy to 
say good things about him,’ he 
said.

nothing is too much trouble for 
him.’

He is the only full-time 
postie based at Crianlarich and 
his round covers that village, 
Tyndrum and all the homes and 
businesses in between.

‘To have 30 years in the same 
place and to be held in such 
high regard is an achievement in 
itself,’ said Kenny.

Strathspey and reel society 

01631 570 670
www.brogans.co.uk Part of Certas Energy

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

CalMac and Transport Scotland 
operate a vessel replacement 
strategy, depending on 
resources at their disposal, the 
representatives indicated that 
any future replacement plans for 
the Isle of Mull would involve a 
two-vessel service from Oban to 
Craignure and back.

Community council members 
gave instances where the ferry 
had been cancelled at short notice 
and in some cases claimed it had 
been cancelled 24 hours prior to 
a sailing time.

But CalMac has said in a 
response to the community 
council since the meeting that 

the ferry was cancelled even 12 
hours in advance.

‘Services have been placed 
on amber warning this far in 
advance of scheduled sailing 
time, but not cancelled,’ said 

using the anchor to manoeuvre 
the ferry in bad weather was 
also raised by the community 
council, as it was felt that this 
was a method that had been used 
regularly in previous years but 
CalMac responded that such a 
use was ‘not a recorded event’.

‘Anchors have been used on 
rare occasions when the vessel 
has had issues with the bow 
thrusters and also for drill 
purposes,’ said Mr MacRae.

There had been only one 
recording of using an anchor in 
the last year and that had been in 
an exercise.

number of people tripping over 
obstacles on the car deck when 
disembarking from ferries 
other than the Isle of Mull,

‘passenger access system’ was 
only able to operate with the MV 
Isle of Mull.

The community council was 
told that CalMac would make 
representations to CMAL, 
which operates the pier, on 
behalf of the community council 
to raise its concerns but the 
present passenger access system 
had been fully inspected and had 

While fare increases were 
outwith CalMac’s control, Mr 
MacRae has sent the community 
council a break-down of fare 
increases over the last four 
years, with the biggest like for 
like increase between 2013-2014 
being 3.9 per cent for a car single 
saver ticket.

Mr MacRae added: ‘We note 
the unanimous vote to investigate 
the possibility of extended 
timetables in the winter to allow 
an early departure from Mull 
- Oban. This work is underway 
and we will return with possible 
options as soon as possible.’

and individual crofters with a 
duty to report.

The comhairle highlighted a 
third of grazings committees 
were not functioning at that 
time and warned the proposals 
would lead to even less active 
participation in their work. 

In a letter to environment 
minister Paul Wheelhouse, 
Councillor Crichton said: ‘That 
scenario has now materialised, 
with reportedly almost half of 

‘Given the current lack of desire 
by crofters to become involved 
with regulating other crofters, I 

believe it is now essential that the 
Scottish Government instructs 
the Crofting Commission to set-
aside the duty to report falling on 
common grazings committees 
and on individual crofters.’

He added: ‘In the present 
circumstances proceeding with 
that element of the Act would 
be reckless and would have the 
serious consequence of setting 
crofter against crofter and friend 
against friend. At the very least 
the Scottish Government should 
postpone this element of the Act 
to allow a detailed rethink and 
review.’

Lews Castle 
students vote 
to back Scottish 
independence

Islanders hit out over month-long broadband problem

Opened in 2004 by Richard 

relocated from Edinburgh,  
Coast compliments Oban’s 

by offering the best of both 
the land and the sea, with 
a menu of Argyll venison 
and lamb, Aberdeen Angus 
steaks and the best local 

something for everyone.
Over the last 10 years Oban 

has grown and changed 
with more restaurants open-

ing and some shops closing 
but with the support of loyal 
locals Coast has survived 
the recession to see last year 
being their busiest ever.

Richard and Nicola are 
keen supporters of local 
suppliers with meat supplied 

Watt & Son and vegetables 
from Breckenridge and 
Ardfern Organics. Richard 
says ‘Argyll offers some of 
the best ingredients in the 
world, our local suppliers 

are the ambassadors,  by 
working with them and 
forming friendships we 
are able to get the freshest, 
seasonal produce for our 
menu’.

With spring here, the new 
a la carte menu starts next 
week and the light bites are 
still available until 9pm.  

Richard and Nicola would 
like to thank all their custom-
ers and suppliers and wish 
everyone a busy 2014. And 
here’s to the next 10 years.

Coast Restaurant on Oban’s George 
Street is celebrating 10 years in business

ADVERTORIAL

A big thank you from Richard & Nicola to 
all our customers, suppliers and staff for 
their ongoing support and friendship. 

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS!

104 George Street, Oban                
t: 01631 569900
www.coastoban.co.uk
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Answer ..............................................................................................................
Name .................................................................................................................
Address .............................................................................................................
......................................................................Postcode .....................................
Telephone ..........................................................................................................
Email .................................................................................................................
Please post your entries to The Oban Times, Waverley Comp, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.  Entries must be submitted by Tuesday May 13, 2014.

Terms and conditions:  The prize is as stated.  No cash alternative.  A family ticket consists of two adults and two children under 18 
years of age. The Editor’s decision is final. Photocopied entry coupons will not be accepted.  The winner may be asked to take part 
in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. This competition is not open to Wyvex Media and associated 
company employees and their families.  Winners will be notified by Thursday May 15. *Average cost.

From May 31 until June 3 don’t miss your chance to step aboard Waverley, the 
world’s last seagoing paddle steamer. Sailing from Oban North Pier, passengers 
can visit the Isles of Skye or Iona, enjoy a cruise of Loch Nevis to Inverie, steam 
past the Four Lochs of Shuna, Melfort, Craignish and Crinan to the Corryvreckan 
Whirlpool or sail round the world famous Mull of Kintyre. For the first time award 
winning Scottish dance band Trail West play onboard the evening cruise of Loch 
Linnhe with bars and restaurant open all evening. Fares start from £19. Visit www.
waverleyexcursions.co.uk or call 0845 130 4647. 

The Oban Times has teamed up with Waverley to offer two lucky readers a family 
trip, for two adults and two children, aboard Paddle Steamer Waverley, selecting a 
trip from the following 2014 dates: Saturday May 31, Sunday June 1 (day or evening 
cruise) or Monday June 2. For your chance to win, simply answer this easy ques-
tion, complete the coupon and post it to The Oban Times, Waverley Comp, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.  Entries must be submitted by Tuesday May 13, 2014.

Question: Which award winning Scottish dance band will play onboard 

a) Trail West b) Skerryvore c) Skipinnish

WHEN Craignure policeman 
David Turner was told that his 

from Virginia who has worked 
with the FBI, was coming for a 
visit on April 1, he could have 
been forgiven for crying ‘April 
Fool’. 

But just as promised, the Mull 
police constable was visited 
on April 1 by Detective David 
Allan Turner  from Henrico 
Police Department, Richmond 
County patrol and his colleague 
Sergeant Kevin Howdyshell.

The cops were on Mull to see 

Patrol Sergeant Kevin Howdyshell, left, with the two David Turners, Police Constable David Turner, centre, and Detective David Allan 
Turner. 

KINLOCHLEVEN community 

recruit more volunteers to increase 
the level of round-the-clock 
emergency medical cover provided 
to seven days a week.

Currently the group of six 
fully-trained volunteers work on a 
rota basis to provide evening and 
through the night cover.

The group, which went ‘live’ 
on February 10, will arrange full 

responder.
Spokesperson Anna Pearce said: 

‘We are an enthusiastic bunch 

CRAIGNURE

how Police Scotland carry out 
their duties in Argyll and the 
Isles.

And while Mull’s David Turner 
is well versed in rural and island 
policing - he worked on Bute 
and in Dunoon before moving 
to Mull - his American friends 
were less than familiar with his 
style of policing.

Henrico’s Detective Turner has 
spent time working on enquires 
along side the FBI and Sergeant 

Howdyshell has spent time in 
the SWAT and Special Victims 
Unit.

A routine patrol of Mull, 
therefore, seemed a little out of 
the ordinary. 

PC Turner said: ‘They thought 
it was very strange that I would 
go up to people on my own. They 

of the gun culture over there 
and they tend to ‘neighbour up’, 
working in pairs.

‘But when you take the gun 
away, they deal with the same 
stuff we do. They think the 

PLANS for a potential new 
hostel, bar and restaurant in 
Glendale were showcased in the 
village hall at the weekend. 

The old Borrodale Primary 
School has been mothballed 
since 2007 but members of the 
Glendale Trust want to buy the 
building and convert it into the 
£1m centre. 

And on Saturday residents 
of the northwest Skye village 
had the opportunity to view the 
plans and give feedback to the 
trust. 

Joy Talbot, chairwoman of 
the Glendale Trust, said: ‘So 
many people are so in favour, 
it would be great to have a 
facility like this in the village. 
We have a constant stream of 
people coming in and out so 
this will provide somewhere 
to have an evening meal and 
encourage visitors to stay a bit 
longer, rather than just passing 
through.’

A previous telephone survey 
of Glendale residents also 
showed the majority supported 
the idea.

It is hoped the potential 
hostel would have 16 beds, 
laundry services available to the 
public, with a bar and restaurant 
adjacent. The schoolhouse next 
door would be converted into 
affordable housing under the 
plans and the hostel may also 
have a heritage centre to display 
a collection owned by The 
Glendale Trust, currently held 
in storage.

THE FIRST corncrake of the 
season has been heard on North 
Uist - around two weeks earlier 
than last year.

Anne MacLellan, who runs 
a small holiday park on the 
RSPB’s Balranald Nature 
Reserve in the island’s west 
coast, noted the distinctive 
rasping call last Wednesday.

‘I have heard two just round 
from where we are,’ she told 
The Oban Times. We’re sure 
this is earlier than last year, 
when it was about the sixth of 

corncrake of the season.’
The migratory bird over-

winters in west Africa before 

Scotland in spring.

PLOCKTON Historical Society 
presented a talk in Plockton 
hall, given by Bill Ramsay of 
Kyle, entitled ‘The history of 
the Barracks in Glenelg’. 

Bob Kennedy was chairman.

MORE than 60 people attended 
the annual open air service 
at the Glaick, Plockton, a 
preserved site which held 
services up to the 1930s. 

The Rev Roddie Rankin, 
assisted by Timmy Currie of 

ON MARCH 29, a coffee 
morning in Plockton Hotel 
raised £430 for the proposed 
Plockton play area. 

The annual cruise in Calum’s 
boat raised more than £700 
to be shared between prostate 
cancer research and the play 
area.

WEATHER at Plockton - dur-
ing March there were six inches 
of rain, giving more than 20 

of the year. Warmest day was 
13.9°C and coldest -2.2°C.

PLOCKTON and District 
Community Council met in 

MORVERN Community 
Development Company has 
appointed two new staff for 
the season at its marina at 
Lochaline.

Harbourmaster Chris French 
and assistant harbourmaster 
Fiona Christia, who took up 
their posts on April 1, will be in 
charge of running the pontoons, 
collecting fees, maintenance 
and advising visiting yachts-
people of what Lochaline and 
Morvern have to offer. 

Dobrokhodoval said: ‘This will 

facilities, which include show-
ers, toilets and a laundry, will 
be open for the full season. I’m 
sure they will be a big attraction 
for visiting sailors.’ 

AN EXHIBITION on World 
War One has opened in 
Glengarry Heritage Centre in 
Invergarry.

Items on display include an 
original Cameron Highlander’s 
uniform which saw action in the 
trenches. 

The exhibition is open from 
Tuesday to Friday between 
11am and 3pm.

Of the 79 men from Glengarry 

Great War, 22 never came 
home.

NINE members of Morar 
SWRI took the train to Fort 
William on March 27 where 
they enjoyed dinner before a 
two-hour session of ten-pin 
bowling. 

Everyone had a lovely time 
and were impressed by the med-
als and awards they received at 

return journey.
The March meeting saw 

members meet for the monthly 
gathering. The meeting was 
opened by president Pauline 
Elwell and when the business 
of the evening was complete 
everyone joined in a most 
entertaining beetle drive. 

Tea was served by host-
esses June Foxwell and Audrey 
MacEachen.

Competitions: Simnel Cake - 1 
Isobel Morton; 2 Nicky Parish. 
Spring Flower Arrangement 
- 1 Heather Simpson; 2 Flora 
Lawrie; 3 Audrey MacEachen; 
4 Christine Haynes.

GLENDALE

MORVERN

GLENGARRY

No fooling around for island cop as 
American pair ‘investigate’ Mull

Scottish way of doing things, 
approaching people and 
speaking to people, is great. 
They also appreciated the public 
support we have over here.’

Mull’s PC Turner has been 
offered a return trip to the States 
but there is at least one hurdle for 
him to overcome. ‘I don’t like 

‘They have offered me a return 
visit where I can do a ‘ride along’ 

been outside the UK. Saying 
that, it would be almost too good 
an opportunity to miss.’

Newsdesks 
01631 568000 
01397 703003

PLOCKTON

PLOCKTON Primary School 
hosted an exciting talk from 
none other than Professor 
Peter Higgs and his colleague 
Professor Alan Walker last 
week.

Older pupils from Lochcarron 
and Glenelg primaries also 
attended to hear the eminent 
scientists speak about their 
pioneering work on the Higgs 
bosun particle, the sub-atomic 
entity eventually named after 

Professor Higgs, centre, and Professor Walker with the children in 
Plockton Primary School.

Professor Higgs. Professor 

particle back in 1964 and was 
honoured for his research with 
the Nobel Prize for Physics last 
year after the Higgs bosun was 
found to exist.  

Acting head teacher at 
Plockton, Anne Stewart, said: 
‘It was really exciting to have 
a Nobel Prize winner in our 
midst and hear him talk about 
his work.’

Plockton hall on April 14.
Items discussed included:
Station Road - the community 

council was delighted to have 
this road resurfaced after many 
years of campaigning but will 
continue to support residents 
refusing to pay for the work.

Repairs to causeway 
- the community council has 

accepted a quote to have the 
causeway at Rhu repaired.

Roads - the community 
council was pleased with recent 
work done but much more is 
required including Harbour 
Street.

have two in place in the village 
shortly.

All-weather pitch - the lack 
of a shelter continues to be a 
source of complaints.

Stromeferry bypass - three 
members of the community 
council attended a meeting in 
Achmore hall to discuss the 
nine options with most people 
favouring a bridge with the road 
bypassing Lochcarron. The 
approximate cost would be £100 
million and if the money was 
found work could start in 2017.

Septic tank - the commu-
nity council hoped that the two 
outfalls still going into the loch 
would be replaced by septic 
tanks before the summer.

The next meeting is the AGM 
on June 3.

SKYE and Lochalsh Sports 
Council met in Portree High 
School on March 17. 

Grants totalling £1,589.50 
were given to seven clubs. 

CM MacRae.

NORTH UIST

MORAR

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

AN AUSTRALIAN teenager 
is preparing to travel nearly 

to dance in Scotland.
Champion Highland 

dancer Ashley Draper, from the 
Australian state of Tasmania, 
has won a scholarship to come 
and pit her skills against the 
best in the world at this year’s 
Cowal Highland Gathering 
(CHG).

Ashley has been dancing 
since the age of four and has 
won several national titles back 
home in Australia. Her dream 
has always been to come to the 
home of Highland Dancing and 
compete in the major Scottish 
dancing championships. Now 
that dream has become a reality.

Ashley has been named the 
recipient of the Gordy Wilson 
Memorial Highland Dancing 
Scholarship, which will pay for 
part of her air fare along with 
her entry fees to the competi-
tions in which she takes part.
One of those – which may well 
prove the highlight of her trip 
– is CHG.

Ashley said she had always 

because of her love for Highland 
dancing. ‘I’ve always wanted to 
come and experience Scotland 
and dance in the Scottish 
competitions, but it was always 
just a dream. I never expected it 
to actually happen,’ she said.
‘I’m so excited. It really is going 
to be the trip of a lifetime, 
and I’m going to enjoy every 
minute of it regardless of my 
competition results – although 
I’m training hard to ensure that 
I do my own country proud. I’m 
very grateful to all the people 
who’ve helped me get to this 
stage and I just can’t wait to get 
on the plane.’

Ashley will be accompanied 
on the trip by her mum Karen, 
dad Dean and 13-year-old 
brother Nicolas, who is learning 
the bagpipes.

Peter Gordon ‘Gordy’ 
Wilson, in whose memory the 
scholarship was set up, was 
born in Scotland. He migrated 
to Australia in 1995, but never 
lost his love for his Scottish 
heritage.

CHG chairman Ronnie Cairns 
said Ashley will be a guest of 
honour at this year’s event.

This year’s Cowal Highland 
Gathering – which takes place 
in association with charity 
partner Children’s Hospice 
Association Scotland (CHAS) 
– runs from August 28 - 30.

ON EASTER Monday 
Kilmelford church Xplorers 
group for children held a special 
fun day in Kilmelford village 
hall.  

Twenty-four children were 
welcomed along with one or 

afternoon.
Activities were co-ordinated 

by Rev Paul Beautyman, youth 
advisor to Argyll Presbytery.

As children arrived, they were 
given letters to colour in, to 
hang on a line. 

They formed the words of 
a grace, to be said later at the 
tea-break. 

Paul then introduced the 
programme, followed by the 
story of the two Marys and two 
disciples, discovering that Jesus 
had indeed risen from the tomb. 

Next, the children divided into 
age groups. 

Activities on offer included 
craft making, hula hooping 

painting, making cut-outs to 
hang on a tree, decorating eggs, 
making maracas, searching for 
puzzle pieces in a lucky dip 
tub, creating a wall hanging 

There was also a much-loved 
dough table.  

Maggie Brooks led and sang 
an action song with all children 
taking part. 

After that there was an active 
parachute game with Paul being 
the biggest child.  

The interaction of children, 
adults, games and crafts was 
obviously enjoyed by everyone.  

No tears, much laughter, and 
many thanks were given to 
Paul, minister Ken Ross and all 
who worked hard and helped 
to make it a special Easter 
gathering of young people.  

The Xplorers Group meets 

of every term time month, in 
Kilmelford church.

KILMELFORD

Left to right, Kinlochleven first responders Susan MacMillan, Katie Small, June Thomson, Yvonne Rosie, Anna 
Pearce and Rhona Lawson. 

KINLOCHLEVEN

of volunteers and we are looking 
forward to being of assistance to the 
community of Kinlochleven.

‘We have already attended a local 
volunteering event to try and raise 
awareness of our group and recruit 
more volunteers, which allowed the 
community to see what we do and 
what being a responder entails. 

‘We have been successful in 
securing funding from Highland 
Council’s discretionary budget to 
enable us to purchase a second kit 

uniforms. We have also received 
a very kind donation from The 
Leven Centre to put towards 
training equipment, which we will 
be fundraising for, for use on our 
training nights at Kinlochleven Fire 
Station.

‘These are at no cost to our group, 
which is a great help as we will be 
relying on our own fundraising 
efforts and donations to sustain our 
activities.’

Anyone in Kinlochleven wishing 
to become a volunteer community 

kllfrunit@gmail.com for further 
information.

First Responder group on the lookout 
for more volunteers to increase cover

THE LEAD archaeologist 
from The Baliscate Chapel 
Project, Dr Clare Ellis, visited 

with residents in the church 
hall. 

The project has been running 
for the past four years with 
the main excavation of the site 
taking place between August 18 
and October 1 2012. 

A team of seven professional 
archaeologists and 51 volunteers 
were led by the Mull Museum 
as a voluntary organisation.

At a presentation on April 
11, Dr Ellis told islanders the 
team had found evidence of 
civilisation dating back to the 
Neolithic and Bronze Age. The 
standing stones at Baliscate, a 
mile south of Tobermory, date 
back to this time, having stood 
for 3,000 years.

It is thought the site had both a 
religious and domestic purpose 
between the 7th and 14th 
century. 

Evidence of headboxes, 
grave cuts and a chapel 
provide the strongest hint of an 
ecclesiastical use throughout 
this time.

Comparison of ground plans 

from other sites around Mull, 
namely Crackaig, Lephin, 
Cillchriosd and Cille Mhuire, 
also support the likelihood of 
Baliscate having been a chapel 
site. 

There was construction of a 
rectangular leacht in the 9th or 

small white water worn quartz 
pebbles in the extension further 

A stone and turf bow-ended 
kiln barn was used to dry 
already cleaned crops such as 
barley and oats. 

destroyed this barn and it was 
never rebuilt. 

A bothy in the late 18th or 
early 19th century provided a 
table for Victorian picnics.

are on display in the Mull 
Museum and guided walks are 
available by request for anyone 
interested in seeing the site.  

around Baliscate explains more 
about the excavation and is 
available from the museum.

Highland dancer Ashley Draper 
will compete at this year’s 

Cowal Gathering. 

COWAL

TOBERMORY

The site at Baliscate, near Tobermory. 

The first bottlenose dolphins of the season were spot-
ted off Knoydart recently - just in time for the tourism 

season. One of the pod made this graceful leap as 
Andy Tibbets took his boat the Mary Doune out of 

Doune, a small settlement on the remote peninsula’s 
western shoreline. Photograph courtesy of Doune-Knoydart.

First dolphins of season 
spotted off Knoydart

KILCHOAN residents gathered 
more rubbish from the foreshore 
than ever before at the annual 
clean-up.

Record numbers of volunteers 
turned out to help and two 
trailers worth of debris was 
collected. 

Volunteers spent a sunny day gathering clearing rubbish from 
Kilchoan foreshore.    

KILCHOAN
also rescued, which will be used 
in the community garden. 

Thanks go to volunteers, to 
Steading Holidays for providing 
bin bags and to the Kilchoan 
Hotel for soup and sandwiches.

Record number of volunteers 
for annual foreshore clean-up
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IT MAY preserve the past, but 
Glencoe Folk Museum is looking 
to the future after a £60,000 refur-
bishment and the appointment of 
a new curator.

With a new thatched roof and 
interior lighting, the museum 

Rae Grant as guest of honour.
Mrs Grant, 87, who ran Barr’s 

stores in Ballachulish and Kin-
lochleven before her retiral, told 
The Oban Times: ‘I am thrilled to 
bits with it. 

a facelift. It has made such a dif-
ference.’

Piper Alan Ross from Fort 
William, a support for learning 
teacher at Lochaber High School, 

occasion.
Curator Jenna Rose, 26, who 

is from Arbroath and worked at 

move to Lochaber, made a plea for 
more help to run the museum full 
time.

She said: ‘We are looking for-
ward to a successful season and to 

few times during the week that we 

can’t cover with volunteers so a 
few more would be welcome.’ 

The museum has been in its 
present home since 1974. 

Prior to that, it was housed in a 
smaller croft house along the main 

in 1968.
Glencoe Folk Museum is open 

Rae Grant, third right, opens Glencoe Folk Museum for the season as staff and volunteers look on. Thatcher Brian Wilson sits on some of the ling 
heather he used to re-thatch the roof. 20_f18glencoe01

Museum looking to the future

AN OBAN-born entrepreneur 
has been appointed to the board 
of Highlands and Islands En-
terprise, along with three other 
new members.

Chief executive of Crerar 

alongside former Highland 
Council chief executive Alistair 
Dodds, economic development 
and inward investment expert 
Giles Hamilton and chief econ-

Scotland Donald MacRae.
As well as overseeing 12 

and Spa, Isle of Mull Hotel 
and Spa and Glencoe Inn, Mr 
Crerar owns and operates two 
agricultural enterprises and 
has board-level experience of 

operative companies.
He was born and raised in 

Oban and retains strong fam-

throughout the Highlands and 
Islands. 

Outside business, Mr Crerar is 
-

Hotels Trust charities.

PEOPLE producing home crafts 

Home crafters are sometimes 

entitled to receive and have no 
-

tions their products have to 

trading standards team are of-
fering free advice to traders or 

new business.

products at home, sell on Face-

car boot sales. 
Over the festive period trading 

standards found more than 80 
such businesses which did not 

with them to give them the nec-

The team can be contacted on 
01546 605519.

HIE appoints 
Highland
businessmen

Home crafts 
regulations

CALMAC has taken a ‘one-off’ 
decision to put on an extra sailing 

adult leaders to Mull, after an an-
nual adventure camping trip was 

The Highland Adventure, organ-

Scouts from across Scotland and 
rotates between different venues 

Mull.
But with the Mull trip attracting a 

record number of campers - a fur-
ther 100 applicants had to be turned 
down - organisers realised there 

Camp leader Dave Woodrow said: 
‘We’ve become victims of our own 
success. This is our fourth visit to 

one of the most popular.
‘We have taken 450 Scouts to Ar-

ran in the past but we didn’t realise 

Mull run.

sailing to Mull can take a total of 
506 passengers but we have 500 
Scouts, plus adult leaders.’

The extra sailing for the Scouts 

will be put on at 9pm, with the 
scheduled 10.30pm sailing continu-
ing as normal.

It is expected that a total of 640 
people associated with the camp 
will be on Mull over the weekend. 
Scouts will take part in backwoods 

gorge walking and abseiling, 
among other activities.

Island companies have helped 
provide equipment, including 

A CalMac spokesman said: ‘We 

of the Scouting event in Mull to 
consider changing the sailing 

500 scouts and 80 adult leaders 
travelling from all over Scotland, 
but concluded, that in this case, an 
additional late sailing was the best 

travel at one time without disrupt-
ing other sailings to the island. 

consider in exceptional circum-
stances, and hours of rest rules etc 

we are pleased to have been able to 
help in this instance.’

Extra sailing for 500 Scouts

DRAGON’S Tooth Golf Course owner Laurence 
Young leases the ground for the garden centre to 
Mr Dickie and Ms Campbell.

He said: ‘Karen and Allan Dickie have brought 

surrounds.  

part of the golf course, and note with admiration 

We believe that a small garden centre operation 

their plans.
‘To maintain and protect the estate, there needs 

conservation and professional land management.  
We seek to achieve this balance.’

THE SOLE objector to the garden centre was 

place.

a sign on the building stated that it would be open 
on April 1, which seemed rather presumptious.

for the presence of the existing mature trees and 

materials and buildings can be removed and the 
site replanted with trees.’

Supporting the application, local tree surgeon 
Iain Jenner said dead and diseased wood had been 

and recommended replanting with native species. 
He stated: ‘Whilst a small area of woodland with 

made and is intended to be made to maximise the 

to the environs of the site.’

HIGHLAND Council planners 
are expected to decide within 

ahead to a Lochaber garden 

Allan Dickie and business 
partner Karen Campbell applied 
for permission to build the centre 
at the Dragon’s Tooth Golf Club 

Ground was cleared, a car park 
laid, several mature trees were 

sales cabin built in a woodland 
area next the clubhouse.

The venture opened for 
business on April 1 with a 
planning decision still pending,  
prompting some residents to 
complain to local Highland 
councillors. 

However, no formal objections 
from the general public were 
lodged.

The Oban Times: ‘I am going to 

the position is. People having 
been describing it to me as 
environmental vandalism.

‘It appears that a number of 
trees have taken down which 
should not have been taken 
down. 

‘An area where snowdrops 

‘There is quite a degree of 
anger about this and I do think 
it is a test for planners to retrieve 

He added: ‘There have been 
complaints and concerns before 

similar situations and this could 

make or break the reputation 

certain there’s a good business 

the right location I don’t know 
- but just to go ahead is not on.’

Councillor Andrew Baxter 

is able to do this. 
Officer

‘If I wanted to build an extension 

‘Situations like this do make 

planning because the council is 

it.’
Planning team leader Susan 

MacMillan said because no 
complaints from the public had 

councillors, would decide the 
matter under delegated powers.

EXCLUSIVE

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

THE ANNUAL Run Together Fort William 
2014 in aid of Cancer Research UK on 

man.

and is facing more treatment, including a 
possible stem cell transplant, as he continues 
his struggle to beat the disease.

completed the 5k walk at the event in aid of 
Cancer Research UK.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I think we will 

I am determined to beat this.’ Meanwhile, 

Campbell also completed the 5k route - in 

Both women have beaten cancer and raised 
over £100 each for Cancer Research UK on 

The Oban Times:
‘We have both recovered from cancer - that’s 

it. I was diagnosed with cervical cancer nine 

the all clear.

who don’t get a second chance at life but I 
am going to make the most of mine.’

See Noreen and Janet and our full coverage 
of the event, page 12. 

Mark Haldenby, wife Caz and children Ebony, aged 12, Jorja, aged nine and four year-old Priya took part in the 5k walk on Sunday. 
20_f18run04

She said: ‘You have been told 
there is public unrest - we have 
had correspondence but no 
formal public objections.

is not acceptable, regardless of 

without waiting for planning 
consent, we still have to decide 
it on the issues.

‘The main issue is access to 
the A828 and it depends on the 
assessment of that.

‘We are not at a point of 

If it is refused there are powers 
to remove the development and 
make good. We would want to 

In joint statement, Mr Dickie 
and business partner Karen 
Campbell said: ‘As operators of 
the proposed new garden centre 
at Dragons tooth Golf Course, 
Ballachulish we submitted a 
planning application earlier in 

land surrounding the existing 
car park to accommodate the 
new venture.

department in order to progress 

process. 
‘In the meantime, and in line 

with the permitted development 
rights afforded to the site, we 
have been operating the centre 
on a trial basis to gauge local 
interest and market for our new 
venture. 

‘Pending a successful outcome 
of our application we would 

garden centre later in the spring 

to the local area. 
‘In addition it will secure and 

lead to the creation of up to six 
jobs in the area.’

Planners to decide 
garden centre fate
Business couple started trading with 
planning decision still pending

Golf course owner supports plans

SKYE, Lochaber and Badenoch 
MSP Dave Thompson has backed 

Fort William ancient monument 
into a major asset for the town.

Mr Thompson was given a tour 
of the Old Fort on the seafront last 

the Old Fort (FOOF), who fear 
that unless remedial works are 
carried out on the crumbling 
walls the scenic spot could end 
up being cordoned off on health 

The site is popular with coach 
parties and attracts an estimated 

the shoreline below the structure 
is a favourite haunt of late-night 

revellers who often leave booze 
bottles and cans behind.

Mr Thompson told The 
Oban Times: ‘One of the main 
problems is that Transport 
Scotland, the owners, do not 

safe for public access.’ 
FOOF chairman Norrie Ma-

cLean said he had been bringing 
attention to the condition of 
the remains of the Old Fort for 

has been done. The upgrading 
of the Old Fort and its beach 
area, would create a feel-good 
factor for locals and visitors.’

Campaigning for the Old Fort: FOOF members Norrie MacLean, 
Pat Abernethy and John Rosie with local MSP Dave Thompson. 

20_f18oldfort02

Fight to save ancient fort

NEWDESK
01631 568000
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ISLAY LETTER

CHUIR sinn am buntàta air latha brèagha earraich!. Cha robh 
cus saothair an cois na h-obrach air sgath ealantais an Èirean-
naich bhig Harry Feargasdan a dhealbh acfhainn agus tractaran 
a dh’obraicheadh sin, agus bha an TED20 a’ dol cho math ’s a 

an crann-drilidh a bha às a dhèidh a rinn an obair na b’ fhasa 
dhuinne, ach cuideachd uidheam a leigeas le dithis suidhe 
air uachdar a’ chruinn a’ cur dà sgrìob bhuntàta ma a tha an 
tractar a’ siubhal. Nach iad croitearan baile m’ òige a bh’ air an 
fhàilte a chur air leithid sin seach a bhith nan ruith le peilichean 
às dèidh a’ chruinn a’ cur shlisean aig peilear am beatha gus 
nach bithte a’ cumail an tractair na b’ fhaide na dh’fheumte! 
Glè thric bhiodh an aon sgioba a’ falbh bho chroit gu croit tron 
bhaile a’ cur buntàta an latha a thigeadh an tractar. Bha tlachd 
mhòr anns an seòrsa co-obrachadh sin aig amannan earraich 
is foghair agus ged a bhiodh an obair trom, bhiodh dibhearsain 
agus geur-chainnt a’ togail sunnd agus ag aotromachadh an 
eallaich. 

Ach ged a thug am Fergie Beag Glas saorsa do-chreidsinneach 
dha croitearan agus tuathanaich bheaga air feadh an t-saoghail, 
agus mar a bha mi ag ràdh tha mòran de na tractaran sin a’ dol 
fhathast, thug na tractaran beaga cuideachd buaidh mhòr air 
dòigh-beatha nam bailtean croitearachd. Beag air bheag, fhuair 
barrachd is barrachd tractaran dhaibh fhèin agus rachadh aca 
air an cuid obrach a dhèanamh nuair a fhreagradh sin orra, 
agus gun a bhith an eisimeil cuideachadh nàbaidhean. Bha e 
mar gum biodh gach goireas ùr a thigeadh a’ cur às don fheum 
air lìonmhorachd nan làmh a bh’ air an obair aotromachadh 
thar linntean. Agus a dh’aindeoin an t-saothair a bha mun 
timcheall, bha agus tha fhathast mòran a chuimhnicheas le 
cianalas a bhith a’ faicinn làir ga beartachadh airson latha 
treabhaidh neo a’ cartadh. ’S tric a bhios mi a’ smaoineachadh 
cia mheud an-diugh dhan aithne acfhainn eich a chur na 
chèile, gun ghuth air ainm Gàidhlig neo Beurla gach pàirt den 
acfhainn sin. Latha cur a’ bhuntàta cha robh guth againne air 
srian; iall-iasgaid; bràid; srathair; briogais; neo bann-droma 
airson each a bheartachadh, neo greallag a cheangladh crann 
às a dhèidh. Ged ’s math beagan cianalais gun teagamh, nuair 
a bha an obair againne dèanta cha robh feum aig a’ Fergie air 
biadh neo deoch!

WHILE the coming of the tractor didn’t immediately end 

that individuals now had to schedule croft work found them 
increasingly working independently of neighbours.

Some might nostalgically recall horses being harnessed 
for a day’s work but few will know the names of the harness 

potatoes were planted the Grey Fergie didn’t need feeding or 
watering!

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Fèis Ìle
LOCAL distilleries and committee 
members of Fèis Ìle, the island’s annual 
festival of music and malt, are putting the 

this year’s festival which runs from May 
23 to 31.

The island’s eight distilleries will play 

open days and entertainment and a dram 
or two thrown in for good measure.

Musical highlights on the programme 
include singer/songwriter Dougie 
MacLean and his trio ‘in concert’ in Port 
Ellen’s Ramsay Hall on the opening night 
while ‘Goats don’t Shave’ will do their 
own thing in the same venue the following 
evening.

The popular whisky nosing and ceilidh 
will take place in the Ramsay Hall on 
May 26, and folk singing enthusiasts will 
be amply catered for at the Lagavulin 
Distillery Malt Mill on May 27.

Bowmore Hall will be the setting for the 
mid-festival grand concert on May 28 and 

for the clootie dumpling ceilidh on May 
29.

Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle will host a 
number of Gaelic-themed events and 
workshops throughout  the week and a 
Bruce Springsteen tribute band will strut 
their stuff  in the courtyard at Laphroaig 
on May 30.

The festival closure on May 30 will see 

the Ramsay Hall and the Mull Theatre 

Company presenting their version of 
‘Whisky Galore’ in Bowmore Hall.

and golf at the Machrie links.
Fèis Ìle, now sporting a new logo 

designed by Jennifer Gillies of Laphroaig, 
is now in its 30th year and attracts more 
than 10,000 visitors to the island.

Duck derby
NEW BORN lambs, fresh eggs and 
sizzling beef and pork burgers were 
among the attractions at the duck derby 
organised by members of the Bowmore 
sports committee at Bridgend on Easter 
Sunday.

Warm sunshine attracted large crowds 
whose generosity saw 1,500 ducks taking 
to the River Sorn whose languid waters 
belied recent spates.

by Alison Grey and secured for her the 
£100 top prize. In close second place was 
the Katie Macleod’s plastic canard, with 

place.
Showing no urgency and last to breast 

the tape was the lethargic entry carrying 
Jin Glover’s colours. 

An Easter Egg hunt appealed to younger 
supporters and all monies raised will help 
to defray the expenses at the Bowmore 
sports day to be held in the local playing 

Islay marathon
RUNNERS from Australia, the USA 

and mainland Europe were among the 19 

held in favourable weather on April 19.
Events began at Portnahaven at 7.30am 

Ellen in  two hours 55mins was 36-year- 
old Jan Thomsen from Norway.

Adam MacLean from Strachur came sec-
ond in  two hours 58 minutes and in third 
place was Bowmore schoolteacher Stephen 

three hours 23 minutes.
Mark Winter, a former local high school 

pupil, came fourth in  three hours 24 
minutes and Karen Wallace, also with 

clocking in at  three hours 42 minutes and 

line.
The Single Malt Marathon raised more 

the high school students’ trip to Peru in 
summer 2015.

Locum minister
THE REV Dr Iain MacNee is the current 
locum minister for the linked parishes of 
Kilarrow, Kildalton and Oa and Jura. 

A former minister of New Pitsligo, 
linked with Strichen and Tyrie, he and his 
wife Anthea, a Church of Scotland Reader, 
will be in residence in the Bowmore 
manse until the end of May. The Rev Pat 
Lang returns at the beginning of June to 
act as locum at the three vacant parishes.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay PA43 7JX. Telephone: 01496 
810658.

This week’s flashback photograph features pipers playing at the last Lorn Show to be held at Kiel Farm, Benderloch, in 1979. It was 
submitted by Mrs Bullock of Coventry. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. 

Anyone wishing prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Last Lorn Show at Kiel 
Farm, Benderloch, 1979

Patience and 
tolerance would 
reduce road 
accidents
Sir,
Is John Gosling, Barcaldine, 
seriously suggesting ‘much-
needed changes in the law’ 
should require cyclists to ‘avoid 
using major roads whenever 
possible’ and ‘always use 
SUSTRANS and other cycle 
tracks where available’?

Whilst restrictions apply to 
motorways, all other roads may 
legally be used by pedestrians, 
cyclists and horse riders. 

Unfortunately, a minority 
of drivers seem to regard 
any obstruction to their rapid 
progress, be it a cyclist or a 
30mph speed limit through a 
village, as a huge inconvenience.  
Really, what’s the rush?

Section 147 of the Highway 
Code sums it up neatly: ‘Be 
considerate’.

As a motorist I will only 
overtake a cyclist if I can see the 
road ahead is clear and if I can 
give the cyclist plenty of room 
while I overtake.

As a cyclist I try to minimize 
any delay for a following 
vehicle. 

For example, on a right-hand 
bend, if I can see the road ahead 
is clear I will indicate to the 
following vehicle that it is safe 
to overtake.

If we all showed a little more 
patience and tolerance to our 
fellow road users surely that 
would have a more positive 
effect on road accident statistics 
than simply forcing cyclists off 
the roads.
Mark Higgins, Combie Street, 
Oban.

Bus and train 
solution
Sir,
I was interested in your article 
entitled ‘Passengers’ fury over 
bus time change, The Oban 
Times April 24, because there 

is a solution to this. But it will 
mean Stagecoach having to 
bring forward the time of the 

William. 
Here are the details: The 05.30 

bus from Inverness would depart 
25 minutes earlier at 05.05 
arriving Fort William at 06.55. It 
would then leave Fort William 
Bus Station at 07.05 and proceed 
to Banavie Station, arriving at 
07.15. It would then wait for the 
arrival of the train from Mallaig, 
due in Banavie at 07.17. 

The bus would then depart 
Banavie at 07.19 and continue to 
Inverness. 

The bus would get to 
Glenurquhart High School at 
08.43 and arrive in Inverness at 
09.08. By requiring passengers 
on the 06.03 train from Mallaig 
who are travelling to Inverness 
to get off the train at Banavie and 
catch the diverted bus there, the 
bus would reach Drumnadrochit 
to enable pupils at Glenurquhart 
High School to arrive on time.  

These changes are needed on 
school days only. 

On other days the bus from 
Inverness could depart at 
05.30, with return journey 
from Fort William at 07.35.
David Gallant, Glencruitten 
Court, Oban.

Let’s celebrate 
being British
Sir,
I should like to strongly support 
the views of Richard Lochhead 
MSP as reported in your 
edition of April 24 when he 
said ‘no-one wants border posts 
or foreign exchanges  between 
neighbouring countries’.

At present there are no such 
things between the member 
nations of the United Kingdom. 
A real plus in being British.

He is also right in saying, 
‘nobody wants to throw Scotland 
out of the EU’. 

Scotland is already a member of 
the EU as being part of the UK. 
As the MSP implies, it makes 
no sense to choose to leave only 
to attempt to re-enter on poorer 
terms than we currently enjoy.

Being both Scottish and British 
I enjoy using the pound sterling. 
No need for an additional 
currency union, the UK is one. 
Being British means I enjoy all 

I reside in the UK.
Remaining a British citizen 

will mean that my taxes and 
the country’s resources are not 
wasted on needless negotiations 
on almost every topic under 
the sun envisaged in the White 
Paper ‘Scotland’s Future’.

In Scotland we have the best 
of both worlds, the strength of 
Britain and control over Scottish 
issues. Let’s celebrate being 
British!
Finlay Craig, Cove.

Nasty or nice?
Sir,
Can any of your readers explain 
why we are told on the one hand 
that the English are so nasty 
that, after a successful union of 
300 years, we now have to make 
theirs a foreign country, but on 
the other hand we are told that 

The ‘Wee Skye’
THE ‘WEE
concert of the main syllabus of 
the Glasgow Skye Association 
is known, has, over the years, 
gained the reputation of being 
one of the most enjoyable 
ceilidhs of the winter season.

And this year’s, in a well- 

to that reputation. 
Charlie Kirkpatrick, 

president of the Mull and Iona 
Association and freed from 
the straps of his accordion, 
was in great form in the chair 
with plenty humorous stories.

Piper John Rennie opened 
proceedings and the singers 
were Catriona Fair, Joan 
Morrison, Iain MacLean and 
Gillebride MacMillan, while 
Martin Skene, from Lochaber, 
played accordion selections.

There was also the usual 
Skye supper which ensured 
no-one went home hungry.

Stirling Gaelic 
choirs
THE ANNUAL concert of 
the Stirling senior and junior 
Gaelic choirs took place in 
Victoria Hall, Dunblane, with 
both choirs showing they are 
in good health as they prepare 
for this year’s National Mod in 
Inverness.

The seniors were conducted 
by Jane McQueen and the 
juniors by Lorna Duke. 

Sandy Brown played 
piping selections and from 
the seniors Catriona Lang 
and Alison Lamonby were 
the female soloists, with the 
men being represented by 
John Oswsald who sang a 
humorous poem.

In addition, Catriona Laird 
and Jim Hansom sang a duet 
and from the juniors Mia 
Shanks and Euan Douglas 
sang solo. 

A varied programme indeed 
enhanced by guest for the 
evening, Robert Robertson, 
Mod Gold Medallist 2013. 
Robert was in his usual 
great form singing in a most 
appropriate location since one 
set of his grandparents farmed 
near Bridge of Allan while 
another set came from the 
Riverside area. 

Gaelic pubs
WITH support from Bord 
na Gaidhlig, An Lochran is 
organising monthly music 
sessions in the Lismore 
Bar, Dumbarton Road, with 
two of the Highland’s best 
known young traditional 
musicians Ewen Henderson 
and Iain Smith. The sessions 
will be conducted in Gaelic 
and will give musicians and 
the audience the chance to 
converse in the language. 
Everyone is welcome to take 
part or simply to listen to the 

session will be on Wednesday, 
May 9 at 9pm and the second 
on Wednesday, June 4.

Traditional music 
students
THE NEXT few weeks will 
provide an ideal opportunity 

they are so nice that they will 
acquiesce to our every demand in 
independence negotiations? And 
by the way, what’s independent    
about sharing  a currency?
Chris James.

Covered station 
platforms
Sir,
Monday May 19 will see many 
more trains on the Oban line. 

This will allow many of us a 
rail connection for most of the 
Mull boats and the Inner and 
Outer Hebrides services.  

Like Mallaig, most stations 
are close to the ferry terminal, 
but it is disappointing the glass 
platform roofs are no longer 
there. Even at Ardrossan, it’s a 
wee treck in wet weather.  

With NetworkRail spending 
money as though it grew on 
trees, maybe a morsel could be 
used to have covered station 
platforms and walkways to the 
boats. 
Colin C Maclean, Edinburgh.

for supporters of traditional 
music to enjoy performances 
from Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland students.

Today (Thursday), 
there will be a concert of 
Scottish music when the 
students will showcase their 
own compositions in the 
auditorium within the Royal 
Conservatoire at 7.30pm. 
Tickets cost £8.50/ £6.50.

Then, on Friday, May 9 
at 7.30pm in the Mitchell 
Theatre, there will be a Gaelic 
Showcase, the culmination 
of an intensive two weeks of 
Gaelic language study. 

The End of Year Show, 
which will also feature some 
guests, will take place in the 
Stevenson Hall at 7.30pm on 
Thursday May 15.

Erskine ceilidh
THE COMMITTEE of the 
Clydebank Highlander’s 
Association thank everyone 
who contributed to their recent 
successful ceilidh for Erskine 
Hospital. A total of £1,050 has 
been forwarded to the charity.

Diary dates
Thursday, May 1: Scottish 
Music Night, Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland 
- see above.
Tuesday, May 6: Live at 
the Star, Admiral Bar, 72a 
Waterloo Street, 8pm - Eileen 
McGann with David K.
Wednesday, May 7: Lismore 
Bar - see above.
Friday, May 9: Gaelic Vocal 
Showcase, Mitchell Theatre 
- see above.
Tuesday, May 13: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association 

Street, 7.30pm. Live at the 
Star, Admiral Bar, 72a 
Waterloo Street, 8pm - Flossie 
Mallavialle.
Thursday, May 15: End 
of Year Show, Royal 
Conservatoire - see above. 
Comunn An Taobh-an-Iar 
AGM, Ellangowan Social 
Club, Milngavie, 7.30pm.
Friday, May 16: National 
Piping Centre, Scott Wood 
and Guests, 7.30pm
Saturday, May 17:
Highlander’s Club Dance, 
Partick Burgh Halls, 8pm 
- Susan MacFadyen’s Band.

Pub scene
IN THE Park Bar this 
weekend the music will be 
provided by Gunna Sound 
on Friday, Ceol an Aire 
on Saturday and Martin 
Pottinger/ Willie Cameron on 
Sunday. 

Norrie MacIver will be 
playing in the Islay Inn on 
Friday with Parting Glass 
there on Saturday. 

Remember also An 
Gealbhan have music sessions 
in Sutherland’s Bar, Argyll 
Hotel, Sauchiehall Street, 
every Friday evening at 8pm.

Entry costs £3 with 
musicians willing to take part  
for free and the organisers 
hope to have a special guest 
each week. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

‘Nae Direction’ take concert by storm
THE LATEST boy band to hit the stage in Oban’s Corran Halls 
was not so much manufactured as thrown together.

The Four Tenors made up part of the programme at this year’s 
Oban and Lorne Strathspey and Reel Society. 

Headlined by Gaelic singer Mary Ann Kennedy and featuring 

anniversary concert last weekend oozed class. And, despite 
their self deprecation, The Four Tenors: George Campbell, 
Jason Davies and Donald Harrison of Taynuilt Gaelic Choir and 
Rev Dugald Cameron of Oban Gaelic Choir, proved a hit with 
the audience. ‘I met the other three guys minutes before going 
on,’ said Dugald, ‘so I suppose we are a manufactured boy band 
– just like One Direction. Our name, Nae Direction.’

Small world, eh?
OFTEN, we use the term ‘it’s a small world’ without any actual 
cause to justify the statement.

‘Oh, your cousin from a small Scottish town actually lives in 
the same Scottish town as my cousin? Small world, eh?’ 

However, one story that caught our reporter’s eye recently 

was arrested last week after a shooting in Port Charlotte.
However, the Isle of Barra’s namesake hadn’t visited Islay 

Charlotte, Florida. Small world, eh?

IT SEEMS that for the relatively small sum of £8,000, the deci-
sion to extend the safety barrier outside Oban Primary Campus 
is a no-brainer.

It would undoubtedly reduce the chance of a child being 
knocked down and perhaps give parents peace of mind.

But is it a necessary step?
We all presume road safety education is a given in our schools 

but what is being done to make the message sink in?
Once upon a time images of crash test dummies rocking 

around in a salvaged saloon, or being hit at speed, would be 
shocking enough to make children take care by the road but do 
shock tactics still work with this generation of internet savvy 
YouTubers?

The issue of who is responsible for a school pupil once the 
home-time bell rings is irrelevant; adequate speed calming 
measures on roads around the school, coupled with a serious  and 
lasting road safety message for pupils, would give a belt-and-
braces approach that should satisfy most people.

Which road do we take on safety?

Across

1 Appellation (7)

5 One who gets there on two wheels (5)

8 An accidentally made sod in golf (5)

9 Takes it backwards (7)

10 Father figure (13)

11 Selfishness (6)

12 Exit (6)

15 Superior (3,10)

18 Alfresco (4-3)

19 Put in (5)

20 Hair (5)

21 Water resevoir (7)

Down

1 Eventually become (3,2)

2 Experiment to occur in an artificial 
environment (2,5)

3 They are attracted to the opposite gender 
(13)

4 Where to see a swallow (6)

5 Places where it is good to knock over (7,6)

6 Japanese writing using Chinese characters 
(5)

7 Opposes (7)

11 Use others for own benefit (7)

13 Dignify (7)

14 Containing iron (6)

16 An overseer (5)

17 Could do this with a high note (3,2)
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CELTIC folk fusion combo Shooglenifty 
will be among the headline acts at a 
festival this weekend to celebrate local 
Skye promoter SEALL staging 1,000 
events since its inception in 1991.

Other top performers at SEALL Feis 
1000 in Sabhal Mòr Ostaig include 
traditional Scots singer Fiona Hunter of 
renowned folk group Malinky and Skye’s 
own Anne Martin, one of Scotland’s 
foremost Gaelic singers. The rest of the 

Tarskavaig Blues Band, Doc Livingston 
and a local ceilidh band before ending 
with a live DJ set into the early hours. 

The show, which kicks off at 5pm on 
Saturday, will be followed by a chill 

down jazz session on Sunday with Rick 
Taylor, Mario Caribe and others. 

SEALL director Duncan Macinnes 
said: ‘Reaching our 1,000th event is a 
huge achievement. 

‘We couldn’t think of a better way of 
marking the occasion than inviting a 
whole host of great musicians to come 
and celebrate with us over the day and 
into the evening.’

SEALL is also collecting 1,000 pairs 
of shoes for distribution to people who 
need them and raising money for local 
causes at the same time. 

Everyone attending is asked to bring 
along shoes they no longer need to donate 
to the SEALL Shoe Share Challenge. 

Annual Mallaig 
half marathon  
and walk 
MALLAIG and District 
Swimming Pool stages its 
annual Road to the Isles half 
marathon and Walk on the 
Wildside walking half marathon 
on Saturday.

Both events start from 
Beasdale Station on the A830 
near Arisaig with the walkers 
setting off at 10.30am and half 
marathon runners at 11am.

Homemade soup and baking 
await all participants at the 

will be accepted on the day. For 
further information contact the 
pool team on 01687 462229.

Neil MacGillivray from Caol treated spectators to a series of impromptu street stunts at West 
Highland Wheelers’ opening of their week-long festival at Inverlochy on Saturday evening. Neil, 

20, who works in the local Nevis Cycles bike shop in the village, is a big fan of bike stunt star Danny 
MacAskill from Dunvegan on Skye. 20_f18bike02

KINLOCHLEVEN rider Gary 
MacDonald is aiming to do 
Lochaber proud in the  Scottish 

The 30 year-old joiner claimed 
a superb third on the podium in 
last year’s event, which is widely 

trials competition.
The Lochaber and District 

Motorcycle Club (LDMCC) 
man, who is riding for MRS on 

can post another strong perform-
ance - despite a recent bout of 
illness.

MacDonald told The Oban 
Times: ‘My target is the same as 

in the top 10 and win it on the 
last day.

‘If I get the top 10 I will be 
happy and anything above that 
is a bonus. A lot depends on the 

want it sunny and dry because 
if it’s cold and miserable it sorts 

LOCHABER Mountain Rescue 
Team has warned hillwalkers to 
avoid steep snow slopes after two 
women were injured in separate 
falls on Ben Nevis.

was airlifted 3,000ft up to the 
Red Burn area on Saturday 
afternoon to help a woman hurt 
in a 400-metre slide down a 

While they attended to her 
another call came through that 
a second woman had dislocated 
her shoulder in a fall down a 

Both casualties were airlifted 
off the mountain by the Royal 
Navy rescue helicopter from 
Prestwick and taken to the Bel-
ford Hospital in Fort William.

Table tennis 
trophy night
FORT William Table Tennis 
Club will hold its trophy 
presentation  at the Nevis 
Centre on Saturday at 7pm.

Councillor Thomas MacLen-
nan, Joe Robson and Jim Brady 
will do the honours. Anyone 
wishing a game by arrangement 
over the summer can contact 
Jim Hinchley on 01397 708827.

Skye couple’s 
‘Otters of the 
World’
International Otter Survival 
Fund at Broadford on the Isle 
of Skye have written a new 
book describing how otters live 
in various habitats across the 
globe.

The book, entitled ‘Otters of 
the World’, will be published 

‘Over the years we have been 
privileged to work with people 
from all around the world on 
various otter projects. Through 
this we have accumulated a lot 
of information and photos of 
different species. 

‘We wanted to produce a book 
which can show how wonderful 
these animals actually are.’

Gary MacDonald celebrated 
a podium place in 2013 and is 

aiming for more success in this 
year’s event.  Photograph by Donald 

Young.

the soft boys out. A lot of the top 
Spanish boys don’t like the rain 
and it’s better for me if there’s a 
bit of water.

‘I had a bad chest infection 
when I was training on the push 

bikes. I lost nine pounds and 
went down to nine and a half 
stone. I’ve only been getting 
back to health in the past couple 
of weeks and it’s been a bit of a 
struggle.’

MacDonald prefers to be close 
to the pace but is happier without 
the event leader’s yellow plate 
- the equivalent of the yellow 
jersey in the Tour de France.

He said: ‘I have had it twice 
before and I don’t like the pres-
sure it brings. It suits me better 
just being close by and would 
rather win it on the Saturday. All 
I am aiming for is to be within 
catching distance of the leaders 

‘It is a big ask to win it being a 
part time rider but I know every 
section of the course and the 
chance is always there. 

‘But you are up against the 
likes of Dougie Lamkin and 
other professionals so it is always 

MacDonald will ride at number 
269 in the event, which sees an 

tackle technical sections around 
Lochaber before returning to the 
parc ferme in Fort William each 
evening.

Other west Highland riders to 
look out for are Paul Paterson 
(259), Kevin Dignan (207), 
Calum Murphy (206), Frank 
Mackle (98) and Dougie Gibson 
(12), all of LDMCC, David Eckl 
(211) of the Isle of Skye Trials 
Club and Michael Lee (33), also 
from Skye.

Each foot down costs the rider 
one penalty point and the top 
men aim to complete as many 
sections ‘clean’ as they can.

Days Trial cavalcade will take 
place on Sunday at 3pm, when 
hundreds of fans line the High 
Street to welcome the riders to 
Lochaber.

The curtain-raiser to the SSDT, 
the Pre-65 Trial, will be staged 
at Kinlochleven tomorrow and 
Saturday. Almost 300 riders on 
machines built before 1965 will 
tackle a tough course round the 
south Lochaber village. 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Team leader John Stevenson 

very lucky lady’ - and cautioned 
walkers taking advantage of the 
good weather to take care.

He said: ‘She had serious 
bumps and bruises and a nasty 
head cut but she got away with 
it. 

‘People are going up in summer 
boots without realising that hard 
snow on steep ground is pretty 
dodgy to cross. 

‘There were people sliding 
about all over the place. They 
don’t realise that once you start 

stop.’
He added: ‘The snow up there 

is dangerous stuff. Stay off it if 
you have not got proper kit - you 

can really hurt yourself and the 
last thing you want to do is to hit 
rocks.’

Elsewhere, the team was called 
out to four miles west of Glen-

rescue a man who had broken his 
leg in a fall during a mountain 
marathon challenge.

Kintail and Torridon mountain 
rescue teams, who were provid-
ing cover for the event, and the 
Rescue 100 coastguard helicop-
ter from Stornoway assisted in 
the rescue.

And on Monday, the team 
escorted an injured man down 
from the aluminium bridges 
a mile up the Ben path from 
Achintee after he slipped over 
the edge and injured his head.

Street stunts stun festival spectators

Gary gears up for 

Kinlochleven joiner wants to do Lochaber proud

Hillwalkers warned to avoid 
snowy Ben Nevis slopes

Shooglenifty: performing on Sleat on Saturday night. 

Top performers line up in Skye

A CHARITY has been set up to promote and protect the 
Argyll coast and countryside for the enjoyment of locals and 
visitors.

ACT, Argyll and the Isles Coast and Countryside Trust, will 
focus on initiatives that improve access to the countryside 
and boost the biodiversity, health and wellbeing, economic 
growth, heritage and environmental tourism sectors. 

A partnership between Argyll and Bute Council, the 
Forestry Commission, NHS Highland and Scottish Natural 
Heritage, ACT is hoping to attract community volunteers 
for its projects.

For more information log on to www.act-now.org.uk.

A BALLACHULISH man has been banned from driving 
for two years for dangerous driving and driving without 
care and attention after he reversed his car twice at a local 
woman on successive evenings outside her home.

Ray Chisholm, known locally as Tony, was appearing for 
sentencing at Fort William Sheriff Court after being found 
guilty of both charges after a three-day trial earlier this 
month.

Chisholm, 45, had denied driving dangerously and revers-
ing at speed towards Sandra Michie while she was crossing 
the road at Lochside Cottages on July 10 last year.

He had also denied driving without due care and attention 
the following evening when he reversed his car up to Mrs 
Michie, Kenneth Michie and Susan Ross while they were in 
the roadway at the same location.

He was admonished on the careless driving charge and 

The two-year ban was backdated to April 4.

A CAOL baker on a drinking binge verbally 
abused a customer and a staff member in the 
local supermarket, a court heard. 

Martin Lawrie shouted and swore at the 
men on December 29 last year after Co-op 
worker Robert Linton refused him more 
alcohol.

Lawrie, of 22 Glenpane Street, then 
struggled with police at his home when 

they tried to arrest him. The 25 year-old 
had denied the charges but at Fort William 
Sheriff Court on Monday Sheriff Richard 
Davidson found him guilty - and warned 
the ‘Jekyll and Hyde character’ he faced a 
possible jail sentence. He told Lawrie: ‘We 
are increasingly seeing the bad side of Mr 

custodial disposition.’

Defending Lawrie, Hamish Melrose 
said: ‘When he is off work he drinks to 

fairly stable job, starting shifts in the early 
morning. On this occasion he had been 
celebrating and drinking too much with a 
friend.’

Sentence was deferred until May 27 for 
reports.

Assault trial 
postponed
TWO CAOL men accused of 
assault have had their trial 
postponed until June 27 after 
a Crown witness was declared 
unavailable at Fort William 
Sheriff Court on Monday.

Andrew Donaldson, 52, of 12 
Strone Place, denies punching 
and kicking Nathan McDade 
and throwing a glass at his 
head at Donaldson’s home on 
November 24. 

Brian Donaldson, 34, of 
20 Camesky Road, denies 
assaulting Mr McDade by 
punching and kicking him on 
the body, pushing him against 
a wall and striking him on the 
head with a dish, both to his 
injury, during the same alleged 
incident.   

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Sheriff warns Caol baker he is facing jail sentence

Charity to promote 
and protect the Argyll 
coast and countryside

Ballachulish driver 
banned for two years
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THE Outer Hebrides is one of 
Scotland’s most attractive 
holiday destinations.

A holiday to the islands gives 
visitors the chance to see 
some of the country’s most 
striking wildlife - and of course 
incomparable views.

A visit to Lewis offers a chance 
to glimpse Scotland’s ancient 
past.

The legendary Callanish 
Standing Stones, the Shawbost 

Norse Mill and Kiln, and Dun 
Carloway Broch all offer insight 
into how the traditions and 
folklore of life on Lewis. 

Stornoway, the main town on 
the island, boasts a charming 
harbour and several restaurants 
and pubs.

Barra and Vatersay are home to 
white sandy beaches, beautiful 
scenery and a rich history, while 
South Uist has a nature reserve 
of international importance, 
with the remnants of ancient 

woodlands dating back more 
than 2,000 years.

The Outer Hebrides also offer 
the chance to spot the graceful 
golden eagle on Harris, the 
red-necked phalarope - one of 
Britain’s rarest birds - on Lewis, 
and corncrakes on North Uist, 
as well as dolphins, otters and 
whales.

Take the opportunity to 
experience the Outer Hebrides’ 
unique culture and hospitality 
- and surprise yourself.

7

Let’s visit



Lewis

Harris

North Uist

South Uist

Benbecula

Barra
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Promoting the famous Calanais Standing Stones
Cafeteria seats 50 people and serves meals all day

Exhibition centre and gift shop
Best coffee within 100 miles

Telephone 01851 521422  www.callanishvisitorcentre.co.uk
Self Catering Farmhouse in Callanish

www.callanishfarmhouse.co.uk
Lovely cottage in a special place is all you could ever want

Calanais Visitor Centre
Outer Hebrides – Scotland
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THE OBAN TIMES
FREE EVENT LISTING

THURSDAY MAY 1
Gaelic conversation group, Furan, Corran Halls, All levels welcome, 7pm

FRIDAY MAY 2
Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festival
Action Songs, Choirs, Groups, Ensembles, Recorders, Singing, Corran Halls, All day
Accordion & Fiddle Masters, St John’s Cathedral, 7pm
Scottish Area Finals followed by solo/duet Choreography, Atlantis Leisure, 6.30pm

SATURDAY MAY 3
Gaelic bookbug, Furan, Corran Halls, 10.30am
Gaelic conversation group, Furan, Corran Halls, All levels welcome, 11.30am
Garden Open, Kames Bay, Kilmelford, 1pm-5pm
Taynuilt Gaelic Choir present Alma College Choir, Taynuilt Village Hall, 7.30pm
Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festival 
Accordion, St Columba’s Cathedral Hall
Clarsach, Argyllshire Gathering Halls
Fiddle, Regent Hotel
Highland Dancing, Atlantis Leisure
Piano, St John’s Cathedral
Piping, Oban High School
Scottish Choreography Challenge, Corran Halls
Singing, Glencruitten Church Centre and Glencruitten Church
Woodwind and Brass, Oban Congregational Church
Parade of Pipes and Drums, Station Square to Corran Halls, 
Concert of Champions, Corran Halls, 7.00pm
Festival Family Dance ‘Festival Fling’, Argyllshire Gathering Hall, 8.30pm
Ceilidh Band at Cuan Mor in the evening
Young Musicians at the Chocolate Shop

SUNDAY MAY 4:
Garden Open, Kames Bay, Kilmelford, 1pm-5pm
Craft Fayre, Creagan Inn, Appin, Every Sunday 12-5pm
ABCD, Annual 10k race  and Fun Run, 1pm
Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festival 
Scottish Choreography Challenge, Corran Halls, 9.30pm

TUESDAY MAY 6
Feis Dhrama, Argyll and Lochaber Gaelic Drama Festival, Corran Halls, 1pm
Gaelic pub quiz, Studio bar, Corran Halls, 7.30pm
Fort William Accordion & Fiddle Club, Railway Club, 8pm

WEDNESDAY MAY 7
Whisky Galore, Mull Theatre production, Druimfin, Tobermory, 8pm

THURSDAY MAY 8
Whisky Galore, Mull Theatre production, Bunessan Hall, 8pm

FRIDAY MAY 9
Whisky Galore, Mull Theatre production, Oban Phoenix Cinema, 7pm

SATURDAY MAY 10
Whisky Galore, Mull Theatre production, Appin Village Hall, 8pm

SUNDAY MAY 11
Table top sale, bouncy castle and facepainting, Play park fundraiser, Atlantis 
Leisure, 10-1pm
Whisky Galore, Mull Theatre production, Three Villages Hall, Arrochar, 7.30pm

Email details of your event to
whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

Unique

Magical

Diamond half dozen dazzle 
at Colonsay Book Festival

The star-studded line-up of writers that graced this year’s Colonsay Book Festival. 

in Scotland RIAS Awards 

Robin Baker and Dianne Strang of the Birks Cinema Trust receive the My Place Award 
from Derek Mackay MSP minister for local government and planning at the awards 

ceremony. Photograph - Donald Macleod. 

From left, young writers Gracie Henderson, Abbie MacKay, Favour Durojaye, Caitlin 
Woombs, Abigail Kaye, Katy Bridges and Walter Baak with Rotary Club of Lochaber 

president John Rosie after the presentation of prizes. 20_f18poem01

Victorious: Stuart Whyte from Spean Bridge shows the power 
which saw him win the open event in the inaugural JSW 

Strongman competition. 20_f18run01

John Cameron from Fort William impressed the 
crowd with his feats of strength in the novice section 

in the JSW Strongman competition. 20_f18run02
They’re off! Run Together Fort William 2014 gets underway with eventual 10k winner 

John Binnie pictured in the foreground. 20_f18run10

Liz Bracken, Angus MacKay and Davie Corrigan raised funds 
for Cancer Research UK at their Marine Harvest salmon 

barbecue. 20_f18run06

John Cameron from Fort William impressed the

UK was an outstanding 

Stu

The Oban 
Times

Top left: Gary Robertson 
from Fort William showed 
his strength in the Atlas 
stones. 20_f18run15

Below: The Ben Nevis All 
Stars cheerleaders from 
Upper Achintore were a 
big hit with the crowds. 
20_f18run07

Right: It wasn’t hard to 
spot Janet Campbell, left, 
and Noreen MacGillivray 
from Caol as they went 
round the 5k course. 
20_f18run03

Far right: Zoe Newson 
from Ballachulish won the 
women’s 5k race. 20_f18run13

Fort William sporting event 
raises thousands for charity
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ABCD
Argyll Beats 

Cardiovascular Disease
Annual 10k race 

and Fun Run
Sunday 4th May 

at 1.00pm starting 
from the Hospital 

All ages and abilities welcome. Application 
forms from the Atlantis Leisure, selected 

shops in Oban, and on our web site:- 
www.abcd.btck.co.uk Or register on the 

day from noon till 12.30pm.

Comar

Mull Theatre

May Tour

Wed 7, 8pm

Thu 8, 8pm

Fri 9, 7pm

Sat 10, 8pm

Sun 11, 7.30pm

Wed 14, 7pm 

Wed 28, 7.30pm 

Thu 29, 7pm

Fri 30, 7pm

Sat 31, 7.30pm 

Whisky Galore

Scotland’s Gardens
Charity Number: SC011337

Kames Bay, 
Kilmelford

Garden Open
Saturday/Sunday 
3rd/4th May 2014

1.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m.
HOME MADE TEAS 

PLANT STALL 
ADMISSION £4.00

Taynuilt Gaelic Choir
present

ALMA COLLEGE CHOIR
 from Michigan USA

singing from a repertoire of 
classical, African-American 

spirituals and folk music.
TAYNUILT VILLAGE HALL 

Saturday 3rd May 2014 
at 7.30 p.m.

Admission £5
Concessions £3

Furan - Oban Gaelic Centre
Farpais-cheist Taigh-seinnse

Gaelic Pub Quiz
Studio Theatre Bar, Corran Halls, Oban

Tuesday 6th May at 7.30pm
£2 per person – Max 5 people per team

There will be a Gaelic speaker for each team

OBAN U3A
Monthly coffee & chat
Tuesday 6 May at 10.30am

Studio Theatre and café 
area, Corran Halls, Oban
A warm welcome to members 

new and old
Please note change of venue.  

no stairs to climb and a hearing 
loop, enabling more members to 
participate in monthly gatherings

• The Grand Budapest 
Hotel (15)
The Grand Budapest Hotel recounts the 
adventures of Gustave H, a legendary 
concierge at a famous European hotel 
between the wars, and Zero Moustafa, 
the lobby boy who becomes his most 
trusted friend. The story involves 
the theft and recovery of a priceless 
Renaissance painting and the battle for 
an enormous family fortune.
• King Lear
Academy Award® winner Sam Mendes 
(Skyfall, American Beauty) returns to the 
National Theatre to direct Simon Russell 
Beale (Timon of Athens, Collaborators) 
in the title role of Shakespeare’s 
tragedy. An aged king decides to 
divide his kingdom between his three 
daughters, according to which of them 

is most eloquent in praising him. His 
favourite, Cordelia, says nothing. Lear’s 
world descends into chaos.
• Tarzan (PG)
One of the most classic and revered 
stories of all time, Edgar Rice Burroughs’ 
Tarzan returns to the big screen for a 
new generation. Tarzan and Jane face 
a mercenary army dispatched by the evil 
CEO of Greystoke Energies, a man who 
took over the company from Tarzan’s 
parents, after they died in a plane crash 
in the African jungle.
• The Love Punch (12A)
The feel good romantic comedy of the 
year! From BAFTA winning director 
Joel Hopkins, starring Pierce Brosnan & 
Emma Thompson as Richard and Kate, 
The Love Punch is a hilarious story about 
a divorced couple who scheme to recover 

the retirement money that was stolen 
from them when Richard’s investment 
firm is defrauded and the pension fund 
is siphoned away. Also starring Celia 
Imrie and Timothy Spall and set against 
the sun drenched backdrop of the Cote 
d’Azur this a film not to be missed!
• Pompeii (12A)
Set in 79 A.D., Pompeii tells the epic 
story of Milo, a slave turned invincible 
gladiator who finds himself in a race 
against time to save his true love Cassia, 
the beautiful daughter of a wealthy 
merchant who has been unwillingly 
betrothed to a corrupt Roman Senator. 
As Mount Vesuvius erupts in a torrent of 
blazing lava, Milo must fight his way out 
of the arena in order to save his beloved 
as the once magnificent Pompeii 
crumbles around him.

       The Grand Budapest Hotel Thurs 1st 15.30

NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE
King Lear Thurs 1st 19.00

Tarzan Fri 2nd 16.00 3D
Sat 3rd 13.00 3D, 15.30 2D
Sun 4th 13.00 2D, 15.30 3D
Mon 5th 16.00 3D
Tues 6th 16.00 2D 
Wed 7th 16.00 3D
Thurs 8th 16.00 2D

The Love Punch Fri 2nd 18.30 Sat 3rd 20.30
Sun 4th 18.00 Mon 5th 20.30
Tues 6th 18.30 Wed 7th 21.00
Thurs 8th 18.00

Pompeii Fri 2nd 21.00 2D Sat 3rd 18.00 3D
Sun 4th 20.30 2D Mon 5th 18.00 2D  
Tues 6th 21.00 3D Wed 7th 18.30 2D
Thurs 8th 21.00 3D Te
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Benderloch and
North Connel collect
more drama trophies
BENDERLOCH and North Connel Drama Club came top of
this year’s Argyll Drama Festival, scooping three trophies
with its moving drama That’s Mine, This is Yours.

The group was presented with the Dunoon Town Council

dramatic production and the John M B Anderson Trophy
for best acting.

The team was up against clubs from across the county
which performed in Ardrishaig Public Hall across three
nights last week to a packed house.

Accent Players, from Campbeltown, shone in their dra-
matic production of Blood Ties and won the Oban Town
Council Trophy for second place.

Lochgilphead Drama Club came third overall, winning the
MacKellar Trophy along with the Maisie Reekie Trophy for
stage setting and the John Brown Trophy for best comedy
with its intriguing production of Who is Millbank Milly?

Benderloch and North Connel Drama Club also enter-
tained with itshilarious comedy, 22 Hardcastle Court; as

did Lochgilphead Drama Club with its rollicking absurd
comedy, A Little Box Of Oblivion.

Mid Argyll Drama Club stylishly entertained with its
sophisticated comedy, The Tea Dance.

The 17 talented youngsters of Tarbert Academy Drama
Club, the only youth team at the event, were well deserving

-
sters had the audience enthralled with their captivating

Bremen; and Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs.
With their nail-biting drama, Peninver Players from

Campbeltown, impressed the audience with their gripping
story, The Black Ring, bringing the festival to an exciting
close.

66th Argyll Drama Festival presented three nights of high
class live entertainment to packed houses with all agreeing
that every team was a winner.’

Alastair Law, left, president of Benderloch and North Connel Drama Club, with producer Mike Rowell. The team won the 
Dunoon Town Council Trophy for first place, the Oona Campbell Trophy and the John M B Anderson Trophy. 06_a18dram11

CHOIRS and singers from all over Argyll converged on
Lochgilphead Joint Campus to take part in a workshop to

song.

towns and villages across the country as part of the Queen’s
Baton Relay.

Co-writer Alison Burns, from Hands Up for Trad which
is running the Big Song Relay, came to Lochgilphead on

Bar None Community Choir, Lochgilphead; Tarbert Bar-
ber Shop Chorus; Mid Argyll Youth Chorus; Campbeltown

U3A; Sequence ladies choir from North Lorn and Tartan
Harmony, Helensburgh.

It was the sixth of around 30 workshops Alison, from

She co-wrote the song, funded by Creative Scotland,
alongside Phil Cunningham, Karine Polwart and Findlay
Napier.

it and I think these songs are the hardest songs to write.’
But the song has proved to be popular country-wide with

expected and the singers at the Lochgilphead school had
high praise for the song and for Alison’s teaching of it.

The Mid Argyll and Campbeltown groups are discussing
the possibility of getting together to sing the song en masse
in Lochgilphead, while Helensburgh’s Tartan Harmony are
hoping to head for Inveraray on the day and Sequence will
be in Oban.

The Queen’s Baton Relay will pass through Argyll on
July 13, from Appin, taking in Benderloch, Dunbeg, Oban,
Kilmartin, Lochgilphead, Furnace, Inveraray, Strachur,
Sandbank and ending in Dunoon.

The singers from around Argyll who spent a day learning the Queen’s Baton Relay song at Lochgilphead Joint Campus with Alison Burns, front. 18_t15commonwealthsong01

Singers across Argyll come together in tune for 
Commonwealth Games Big Song Relay

 FORT WILLIAM ACCORDION 
& FIDDLE CLUB

Musical Evening
Tuesday 6 May 2014 at 8pm

LOCAL ARTISTS NIGHT
Railway Club Inverlochy

All Welcome
Admission £4.00

In the event of a last minute 
cancellation by any guest 

an alternative artist

H.I.M.D.F
Saturday 3rd May

Concert of Champions
Corran Halls at 7pm

“Festival Fling” Family Dance 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls 8.30pm

Ceilidh Band
at Cuan Mor in the evening

Young musicians
at the Chocolate Shop

attended a celebration of
World Book Night last
Wednesday when Argyll
and Bute Council’s Adult
Literacies Service and Oban
Library hosted an evening
of sketches, the telling of a

love story, anecdotes, harp
music and short stories. The
evening was organised to
encourage new readers.

Authors Mhairi Living-

enthralled visitors to Oban
Library.

Oban Library 
celebrates World 
Book Night

THE RENOWNED Three
Wee Crows Theatre Com-
pany, based in Lorn, will be

Capital’ at the prestigious
Edinburgh Tradfest next
Monday.

Performed outdoors in
the garden of the National
Storytelling Centre, the
performance of nine short
plays will take the audi-
ence on a journey through

milestones in the history of
Argyll which helped shape
its identity and culture -
from the quest of the Brides
of Lochawe to the Kerrera
Ferry, to the bloody rock of
Dunaverty.

The Tradfest is a festival
of traditional theatre, music
and storytelling centred
around Edinburgh’s Na-
tional Storytelling Centre
on the Royal Mile.

Three Wee Crows
prepare for Edinburgh
Tradfest Performance

Mhairi Livingtone Ross, left, and Grace Banks, at Oban 
Library last Wednesday.

ANOTHER Mull Music
Festival has passed and, for
another year, Tobermory’s
pubs have reported busier
trading over the weekend.

Hundreds of music lovers

made the pilgrimage to
Tobermory’s main street to
take in the festival, which
is based around the town’s

Bar, MacDonald Arms and

Park Lodge. Well-known
west coast trad bands
Skerryvore and Trail West
joined folk and cover bands
from across Scotland at the
annual festival.

Mishnish Hotel
manager AJ
MacLeod, whose
grandfather, Bobby,
was among the
group that formed
the festival in the
1970s, said his bar
was the busiest it has
been for a long time.

absolutely fantastic
event.

how many people
were on the island
for it but we were
certainly busier than
last year.

great and everyone
was out to have fun.’

Among the
highlights this year
was the Mull Music
Festival debut of
west Highland trad

Suits you sir: Festival-goers Conroy Hunter and Willie Hunter 
dressed to impress. Photo: AJ MacLeod.

Tobermory becomes hub 
for traditional music at 
Mull festival weekend

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £15.71

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details
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WANTED

All types of light commercial vans, pickups, etc.. 
We also buy rough or high mileage, non-runners 

considered. Also all types of 4x4 vehicles, land 
rover, Toyota, etc…

Telephone 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

BLOCKED 
DRAIN?

Drain and septic tank survey, 
installations and repairs

Call 24/7 - 01369 840367
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

ABEL Drainage & 
Groundworks

www.aandbel.co.uk

OBAN, the seafood capital 
of Scotland, could soon 
become renowned for its 
Indian cuisine as it now 
boasts some of the best 
curry houses and takeaways 
in the country.

Kebabish was named the 
best takeaway in North 
West Scotland and Corian-
der the best restaurant in 
the Scottish Curry Awards 
2014. The town’s Light of 

A SOLO round-Scotland 
charity cyclist will be start-
ing his voyage in Oban on 
Monday in memory of a 
19-year-old music student 
who died of brain cancer.

Henry Pemberton, 21, a 
music student at Edinburgh 
University, has decided 
to start in Oban because 
his girlfriend Rebecca 
Edmonston and another 
friend, Jessica Bennett, are 
both Highland dancers who 
have regularly competed 
in Oban’s Highlands and 
Islands Music and Dance 
Festival which is on from 
May  2-4 this year.

Last year both girls 
were part of the winning 
dance school for one of the 
choreography class in the 
competitions.

‘I will be meeting up with 
Jessica on Sunday in Oban 
but unfortunately my girl-
friend is abroad in France on 
a ERASMUS year abroad, 

she has missed in 10 years,’ 
he said.

All three knew Clara 
Thomson, who died last 
March.

‘I am raising funds for 
Nordoff Robbins, her 
chosen charity, which funds 
music therapy projects with 
children and adults across 
the UK. I will be starting 
my cycle in Oban and will 
be going via Fort Augustus, 
Lochcarron, Gairloch, Ul-
lapool, Durness, Thurso, 
Helmsdale, Inverness, 
MacDuff, Aberdeen, Dundee 

University,’ said Henry.

Seafood capital lays 
claim to be curry 
captial of Scotland

Thofayel Ahmed Khan, known as Kay, proudly shows off the Scottish Curry Award with Andrew Leach, who manages 
the front of house. Kay took over Coriander in September 2013.  16_t18cor01

India and Taj Mahal were 

restaurant category, along-
side Fort William’s Spice 
Tandoori.

A nod to the quality of In-
dian food in the area, Oban 

-
ist spots in the best North 
West restaurant contest.

Coriander lifted their 
award only seven months 
after reopening under Tho-

fayel Ahmed Khan, known 
locally as Kay.

‘The [judges] said the 
atmosphere was good and 

said.
‘Andrew, the Maitre D’, 

and our chefs, everyone 
works hard and we get great 
support from our custom-
ers, without that we never 
would have got this so we 
should dedicate the award 

to them.’ Kay commended 
his fellow Oban restaurant 
owners, adding: ‘Oban is 

-
tion for Indian food.’

The win for Kebabish 
marks the third consecutive 
year it has been named the 
best takeaway outlet in the 
North West. 

In its seventh year, the 
curry awards received more 
than 9,000 nominations.

A FARM distillery on Islay 
now has a full complement 
of family members working 
at it.

member of his family to 
become part of the team 
running Kilchoman Distill-
ery alongside his parents 
Anthony and Kathy Wills 
and two brothers, James and 
Peter Wills.

George’s particular remit 
will primarily be developing 
sales in the UK, although 
with a small family business 
he is often called on to turn 
his hand to many aspects of 
the business. 

After working in the agri-
cultural and property arenas, 
George was attracted to the 

drinks and hospitality sector, 
initially working as assistant 
manager at the renowned 
Oystercatcher Restaurant on 
Loch Fyne.

Three years on he moved to 
a gastro pub in north Wales, 
before taking on the manage-
ment of a gastro pub in North 
Wales and latterly managing 
three pubs for Brightspire, 
where he has been working 

Delighted
His father, who is manag-

ing director of Kilchoman, 
said: ‘I’m delighted that 
George has joined the sales 
and marketing team.

‘His experience in the hos-
pitality sector will bring an 
added dimension to develop-

ing sales in this sector of the 
UK market.’

George said: ‘I am very 
excited to join the rest of my 
family at Kilchoman and 
help promote our brands, 
throughout the UK particu-
larly.  

‘As the business has devel-
oped over the last nine years 
my brothers and I have been 
involved in every aspect of 
a new business which has 
been fantastic.

‘We’ve helped paint the 
malting room, labelled 
bottles, served in the visitor 
centre and gradually been 
entrusted to taking Kilcho-
man out to the market.’

From September this year, 
the three brothers will em-

around Europe in a specially 
adapted Land Rover, visiting 
European distributors and 
holding tastings at 20 or 
more events.

In November they will visit 
UK distributors and whisky 
events.

In the 1940s the boys’ great 
grandfather and his brother, 
Spencer and Maurice Wilks, 
designed and manufactured 

Britain.
The entrepreneurial 

young brothers are setting 
off 80 years later on their 
own journey of discovery 
to promote whisky - in a 
specially-designed Land 
Rover.

George joins the family

Charity
cyclist to 
start in 
Oban

George Wills is joining the family business at Kilchoman.
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QUALIFIED REPORTER
OBAN

We want to hear from you if you have:
> The appropriate experience and qualification in 

journalism
> Shorthand
> Ambition and enthusiasm
> Talent, self motivation and commitment
> A full current driving licence
> Knowledge of the West Coast an advantage

Financial assistance for accommodation where relevant may 
be available for the first three months.
Competitive salary + private health care + enhanced pension 
+ life assurance + excellent benefits and great working 
conditions. 
Please apply by email with full C.V. and 
contact details to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Farm Technician 
Arkaig

Salary £17,454 - £22,144 plus overtime
We currently have a vacancy for a Farm Technician at our freshwater 
site at Arkaig. The position is offered on a full time, permanent 
basis.
The successful applicant will be required to carry out a variety of 
duties including feeding, net changing and other general farm 
tasks, and be willing to work flexibly to meet the demands of the 
job. The position will require working a 40 hour week on any five 
out of seven days. 
Applications are invited from individuals who have a positive 
approach to this type of work and who are competent swimmers.  
Experience is certainly an advantage although training will be 
provided. A full driving licence and your own transport are essential 
for the role.
If you are interested in applying for this vacancy 
please submit an application in writing, by 
the closing date of Friday 16th May 2014 to: 
Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, 
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Limited, Business 
Resource Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, 
Fort William, PH33 7PT.

SENIOR ADVERTISING 
SALES MANAGER

Excellent Basic (OTE) + Car + BUPA 
+ Enhanced pension

Based in Oban and reporting to the Sales Director, you will be 
responsible for day-to-day management of the sales team. 
Ideally you will have relevant experience, flexibility, motivation, 
confidence and the ability get the best from a team.  A senior 
position with a reputable and established local company. Travel 
throughout Argyll required. A full driving licence is essential.

Please apply with full CV and covering letter  to Alison Arden,  
Wyvex Media Ltd, Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB  

or email:  ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

We are offering an exciting opportunity to build a career 
in local newspapers to develop, expand and strengthen 

the potential of our advertising sales teams.
We are seeking to appoint an experienced and/or trainee sales person who 
is lively, enthusiastic, a good communicator and committed to customer 
satisfaction.  The successful candidate will join our Campbeltown Courier sales 
team and work across a variety of publications and products.  On-going in-house 
training will be given as required.  A full driving licence is essential as you may not 
necessarily be office based but could have the opportunity to travel throughout 
Argyll and surrounding area in one of our company vehicles.  

We offer an excellent rate of pay, generous annual holiday entitlement, company 
pension scheme, life assurance and private medical insurance.

If you are looking for a career with a well established company and have the 
above attributes – we want to hear from you.

Please apply by email with a full C.V. including contact details to: ali@
wyvexmedia.co.uk

SALES EXECUTIVE

At Auchinlee in Campbeltown we don’t just see those we work with as older 
people. They’re someone’s mum. Someone’s dad. Someone’s grandparent. For 
us, providing the best quality of care is hugely rewarding and our goal is to 
ensure that every one of our residents enjoys the best possible quality of life.

Service Manager

You’ll have insight into what makes our place tick, and how to keep 
everything running smoothly, making sure that our positive multi-disciplinary 
team continues to work closely together. You’ll also discover that there’s 
opportunity to bring in new ideas here, so your day-to-day focus will involve 
everything from keeping an open door for our team and listening to our 
residents, to contributing to wider organisation strategy.

We’re proud of our innovative work here so experience of recruiting and 
leading a team in a similar care environment is expected. Building effective 
networks with people will be key, together with a confident approach to 
managing a busy workload. Ideally you will already have an SVQ Level IV in 
Social Care or equivalent.

Senior Care Worker

You’ll have experience of care work and an HNC in Social Care or SVQ Level 3. 
In return we offer a supportive working environment and every opportunity 
for your professional development.

Care Workers

Something as simple as a smile can make the world of difference to our day, 
and theirs. If you share our belief, this is your opportunity to join our 
close-knit and supportive team. 

Care Assistants

An SVQ 2 in Social Care would be ideal, but it’s not essential. In fact, we’ll 
make sure that you have all the training and development you need, not only 
so you can do a great job, but to help build a career with us too.

In return for all roles, you can look forward to ongoing training and 
development. There’s also an excellent benefits package for our permanent 
roles that includes an employer contributory pension and generous 
holiday allowance.

Applicants are required to have a Christian commitment and must be able to 
uphold our Christian Ethos, which is an Occupational Requirement in terms of 
the Equality Act 2010. These posts are subject to PVG Membership. 

For more information and to apply please go to  or
call . Closing date: 15th May 2014.

CrossReach is the Social Care arm of the Church of Scotland – 
a charity registered in Scotland SC011353.

anager
Crossroads Caring Scotland are looking to 
recruit male and female Care Attendants 

to work across Mid Argyll, Kintyre, Islay and Jura, providing 
care for individuals regardless of  age, disability or loca-
tion. Experience of Care work desirable but not essential. 
All training will be provided. Use of a car is preferable, 
mileage allowance provided.
Work hours are variable with the opportunity of con-
tracted hours. 
£7.25 per hour. Equivalent to £8.12 per hour when inclusive 
of holiday entitlement. 
For further information or application pack please con-
tact:
Catriona Gorrie, Service Manager, Dalriada & The Isles  
01546 603082 or Dalriada@crossroads-scotland.co.uk
Closing date for application is Monday 19th May 2014. 
We are an equal opportunities employer. Scottish Charity No: SC013081

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
Renewables Now is an established provider of renewable heat and 
energy solutions, services and equipment to both the commercial 
and domestic sectors across the west coast and islands. An expanding 
client base means the company is poised for rapid growth resulting 
in the need to attract exceptional individuals to the business. 

The first of these key appointments is for an office administrator capable of delivering 
the same levels of customer service and business efficiencies as the existing team 
with the skills and experience to multi-task across a broad range of administrative 
functions and provides a significant opportunity to build a long term career with a 
professional and customer oriented company.

The role includes responsibility for the management of a busy office, customer 
and supplier contact and support, scheduling and organisation of employees, the 
ongoing maintenance of company and industry documented procedures and 
processes, updating the invoice & purchase ledgers and various data bases, ordering 
of materials, management of company vehicles etc.

The successful applicant will have experience of working in a dynamic office 
environment, the ability to work to deadlines, a working knowledge of MS packages 
(especially Excel) and ideally experience with finance software e.g. Sage. With strong 
interpersonal, verbal and written communication skills they will have the ability to 
work individually and as part of a team. A relevant administration qualification would 
be desirable but not essential if sufficient experience is demonstrable

This is a full time post of 
37.5 hours per week (negotiable), 
Monday to Friday.

Please call Ann Rowan on 

01631 720587

Closing date: 16 May 2014.

To apply visit our website

Systems Admin – Development Team
(Full time, Temporary)
£24,198 - £26,443 Lochgilphead Ref: CTI00250
Exciting Opportunity to join new project

Chargehand Mechanic (Full time, Permanent)
£20,797 - £22,051 Oban Ref: DVR00769
Consideration will also be given to applicants prepared to undergo and successfully 
complete the required training within a reasonable timescale and also be prepared to 
accept a training wage of CW6 (£19,002 - £20,179) during this period.

Driver/Escort (Term time, Permanent)
£15,433 - £16,340 Dalmally Ref: CTF01018
32.5 hours per week

Mechanic (Full time, Permanent)
£19,002 - £20,179 Campbeltown Ref: DVR00009

School Crossing Patroller (Part time, Permanent)
£12,501 - £13,292 Oban Ref: DVR00273
18.75 hours per week (term time)

01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

The Mellex Group Limited
are looking to recruit

HGV Class 2 Drivers
Skilled Ground Workers

Mobile Plant and 
Vehicle Mechanics 

(Ardrishaig and Oban Depots)
Accounts Assistant – 
with knowledge of Sage 

(Ardrishaig Depot)

Applications in writing before 12th May 
2014 with a CV to Fay Harris, 

The Mellex Group Limited, Glenburn 
Road, Ardrishaig, Argyll PA30 8EU

or email: fay@westcoastplanthire.co.uk



Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a small 
team selling advertising and features for our well established, award 
winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant 
will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability and 
the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort. A full driving licence is essential.
Please apply by email with full C.V 
and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

ADVERTISING SALES 
EXECUTIVE

BASED IN OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 

+ Pension + Good Holidays

QUALIFIED REPORTER
LOCHGILPHEAD

We want to hear from you if you have:
> The appropriate experience and qualification in journalism
> Shorthand
> Ambition and enthusiasm
> Talent, self motivation and commitment
> A full current driving licence
> Knowledge of the West Coast an advantage

Financial assistance for accommodation where relevant may be 
available for the first three months.
We offer a good, competitive salary + private health care + en-
hanced pension + life assurance + excellent benefits and great 
working conditions.
Please apply by email with full C.V. and contact details to: 
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Plant Operator
To work with 
civils squad

Tickets and driving 
licence required
immediate start

Shaun
07881554168

We are looking for an office assistant
to join our Oban office

R A Clement Associates have a vacancy in our
very busy office for an office assistant. The
position will entail carrying files between the 2
Oban offices, running errands and various
administrative duties.

Please reply by mail, including your C.V. to:
Mrs Helen Clark, Office Manager,
R A Clement Associates,
5 Argyll Square, Oban,
Argyll PA34 4AZ

Enjoy being with children?
Like to develop a brilliant local charity?

Manager / Playworker
Required for 11 hours per week + extra for Gaelic speaker

Gaelic language desirable but not essential.
Email: joanneisabella@hotmail.com 

or Phone: 07765143986
Closing date 9th May 2014

Scottish Charity SCO19837

BONNAR SAND & GRAVEL CO LTD
  Require  

HGV CLASS 2 
TIPPER/MIXER DRIVER 

Minimum 5 years Experience
Apply in writing to: 

David Bonnar
Bonnar Sand & Gravel Co Ltd 

Clachan Quarry 
Cairndow, PA26 8BH

Estate Agent
We are looking for a highly motivated and enthusiastic 
individual to join our team based in Oban.  You will 
be responsible for delivering and expanding Estate 
Agency services throughout the West Highlands 
and Islands while managing a team of property 
sales professionals.  
You will be a highly organised individual with 
excellent communication skills.  Qualifications and/
or experience essential.  Car owner/driver essential 
plus flexibility for island travel.
Salary commensurate with skills and experience.
Informal enquiries are welcomed by Hugh Nicol on 
01631 567794.  Please forward your CV and covering 
letter to Bell Ingram Ltd, 2 Gibraltar Street, Oban, 
PA34 4AY or email hugh.nicol@bellingram.co.uk.  
Closing date for applications is Thursday 15th 
May 2014.
Bell Ingram is an equal opportunities employer.

Handyman/Housekeeper
A small coastal estate south of Oban is seeking 
a couple to provide the above services on a self 
employed basis.
The successful applicant will be able to repair 
and maintain estate buildings, have experience of 
fencing, ditching and forestry, as well as an aptitude 
for gardening. Assistance with 2 holiday cottages 
will be required.
It is anticipated that the initial contracted hours will 
be in the region of 25 hours/week.
A new 2 bedroom cottage will be available on a 
Short Assured Tenancy Agreement.
Please contact Roanna Agate at Bell Ingram on 
01631 567797 or email Roanna.Agate@bellingram.
co.uk for an application form.

Sales Manager
OBAN

£30k-£35k Basic plus £10k bonus potential
Audi A3/Golf Full benefits package
We are seeking an individual to manage a 
small sales team. This position is ideal for 
someone seeking to develop their manage-
ment career. Training will be given as we 
believe the right person with the right atti-
tude and skill set is as important as industry 
sector knowledge.
All applications treated in strictest 
confidence. Submit letter of application 
and C.V. to BOX No 94, The Oban Times 
Ltd, Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB or email recruit2049@outlook.com

Oban Addiction Support 
and Information Service

Has a vacancy for a

YOUTH ADDICTION WORKER
35 HOURS PER WEEK

Salary to be discussed
Specialised youth addiction worker required to work 
with youths affected by their own  or another’s use 
of substances.
Excellent communication/interpersonal skills es-
sential.
Must have experience of youth work and SVQ 3 in 
Social Care essential.
Experience of addiction issues is essential.
A full driving license is essential as the successful 
candidate will travel across the area in which they 
are based.
This is a fixed term post until March 2015.
Contact Louise Steel for an application pack at 11 
Stafford Street, Oban, 01631 571348 or email to 
mail@oasis-oban.org.uk
Closing date for applications is Tuesday 13th May 
2014.
Relief staff also required to work as and when re-
quired, apply as above.

YEAR-ROUND, PERMANENT 
POSITIONS AT THE ISLAND 

BAKERY, TOBERMORY
We have several vacancies in production due to 
increasing demand. These are permanent, year 
round positions, and at all stages of production 
from mixing to packing. 
Good rates of pay and 5 day Monday – Friday 
working week. If you’re relocating we will help with 
accommodation.

Please ring Willie on 01688 301033 
or email willie@islandbakery.co.uk

APPRENTICE BOATMASTER
We are currently recruiting for an apprentice Boatmaster 

to be located at our base in Greenock.
Candidates will be enthusiastic, self motivated and be able 
to demonstrate prior experience in working onboard small 

vessels up to 24m.
This is a varied and interesting position offering a combina-

tion of practical experience and college based training 
leading to MCA Boatmaster Licence qualification.

To apply, please forward your CV by post or email to: 
Clyde Marine Services Ltd, Victoria Harbour, Greenock, 

Renfrewshire, PA15 1HW
admin@clyde-marine.co.uk

Due to an increase in business, 
we require skilled LGV1 Mechanics 
to join our maintenance team on 
the Isle of Mull.
Working as part of a team, the successful candidate 
should ideally have experience in a similar role 
to carry out servicing, routine maintenance and 
repairs on our modern fleet of vehicles, as well as 
our plant and machinery.  You should have a full, 
current driving licence and an LGV Class 1 licence 
would be advantageous.
An excellent remuneration and benefits package is 
on offer for this position.

Please email your CV to: 
d.feeney@tslcontractors.co.uk, or post to:
Deborah Feeney, Operations and HR Director,
TSL Contractors Limited, Unit 6 McLeod Buildings,
Lochavullin Road, Oban, PA34 4PL

TSL Contractors 
Limited
LGV 1 MECHANICS

Experienced Civil Engineer
required for various civils projects throughout 
Argyll and the Islands.

Experienced Plant Operators
required for 360 excavators and dumpers; up to 
date CPCS necessary.

Experienced civils groundworkers 
and pipe layers
required, with up to date CSCS Card.
A clean driving licence is essential for each of the 
above roles, as is the willingness to travel and 
lodge when required.

Please send your CV, stating which position you are 
interested in, to:
Deborah Feeney, Operations and HR Director, TSL 
Contractors Limited, Unit 6 McLeod Buildings, 
Lochavullin Road, Oban, PA34 4PL, or, by email to: 
d.feeney@tslcontractors.co.uk

TSL Contractors 
Limited
Due to expansion, the 
following roles are required:

Tanker/General Driver + 
Labouring duties Required

Full Time Position
LGV + ADR required

Training provided
T&C discussed at interview stage

Please apply to –
alan.shaw@dmcnairshipping.com

D. McNair & Son Ltd., Kinloch Road
CAMPBELTOWN, PA28 6EG

THE MACHRIHANISH 
GOLF CLUB

Machrihanish, Campbeltown, Argyll
Has a vacancy for an

OFFICE  ASSISTANT
We are looking for an enthusiastic hard working 
person prepared to work flexible  hours approxi-
mately 10 hours per week worked over two days, 
with additional hours as and when required.
The successful applicant will require to have 
experience in Word and Excel and preferably an 
understanding of the game of golf.
Please apply in writing, enclosing CV, direct 
to The Secretary, The Machrihanish Golf Club, 
Machrihanish, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6PT, 
by Friday 16th May 2014.

Volunteers 
wanted in Oban, 
Lorn and Mull
Do you have parenting experience 
and 3 hours a week to spare?
We are looking for volunteers to visit families 
with young children in their own homes.

Home-Start provides support, friendship and 
practical help to families. 
Training and expenses are provided.
All volunteers must be PVG members or be 
willing to join the PVG scheme.
For more information contact Aileen Binner 
(scheme coordinator) 01631 566749

CLASS 4 MOT 
TESTER/MECHANIC

Required to carry out MOT’s servicing 
and repairs on cars and light 

commercials, must be current tester 
and have experience with most makes 
and models.  Contact Mr K Astles on 

01631 566502 for more details.

Staff Required for New Site on 
Isle of Colonsay

Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd is installing a fish farm on the Isle 
of Colonsay. This is part of a move to expand the business by 
developing a number of new sites on the west coast of Scotland.  In 
time, Colonsay is expected to produce in excess of 2,500 tonnes.
As a result we are looking to fill the following vacancies in the next 
few months:

Farm Manager - Competitive Salary, Bonus & Allowance 
As Farm Manager you will be responsible for the day to day planning, 
running and reporting of the farm.  Initially the role will involve 
overseeing the construction of the site. The successful candidate 
will ideally already be a Site Manager within the aquaculture 
industry with proven ability for developing site infrastructure and 
establishing best farming practice.

Assistant Farm Manager – Salary £25,441 - £27,755 Plus 
Overtime, Bonus and Allowance

Potential candidates should possess several years’ salmon farming 
experience, have a sound understanding of fish husbandry and be 
conscientious in relation to recording and maintaining reliable data 
records.  It is also a requirement of the post that the incumbent be 
an effective deputy for the Manager as and when required.
Employees may have the opportunity to work on a rotational basis 
if required.
If you are interested in applying for any of 
these vacancies please submit an application 
in writing, by the closing date of 16th May 
2014 to: Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources 
Manager, Marine Harvest (Scotland) Limited, 
Business Resources Centre, Blar Mhor 
Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT.

INVERARAY CASTLE
TEAROOM

SEASONAL STAFF 
REQUIRED

Full/Part-Time

Please write enclosing C.V.to :-
The Castle Manager

Inveraray Castle, INVERARAY PA32 8XF
or E-Mail – manager@inveraray-castle.com

Charity No SC029947. Company No 277345

Link Club Co-ordinator
We are seeking a co-ordinator to support the establishment of a Link 
Club in Oban. The post holder will support people with mental ill health 
and facilitate drop-in and activities as well as working closely with 
professionals to encourage people to access support.

Initially, the post is funded for one year and part of the remit will include 
seeking funding to continue the service.  We are looking for an energetic 
and enthusiastic person who can understand the issues facing those 
affected by mental health conditions.

20 hours per week: Salary: £10,920.00

Applications from: kathleen@argyllvoluntaryaction.org.uk
Tel 01631 564839.

Closing date:  Thursday 8th May 2014
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Technician
SEAWEED 
FOR FOOD
Technician Needed 

For Onshore Seaweed 
Farm/ Lochfyne.

Must be adaptable, strong, 
good at data management 

with a probably good 
science degree.

Up to £20k PA, free 
accommodation.

Contact: maraman@
maraseaweed.com

Mobile: 07800 869626

THE LOCH LOMOND and THE TROSSACHS
NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

Notice of Election
3 July 2014

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that elections to The Loch Lomond and The 
Trossachs National Park Authority, to elect one member to each of the 5 wards 
within the National Park Area, will be held on 3 July 2014, in accordance with 
The Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park Elections (Scotland) Order 
2002.
All households have already been advised by post of the electoral ward in which 
electors will be entitled to vote, in the event of a poll.  Anyone who wishes to 
clarify their entitlement to vote should contact their local Electoral Registration 
Officer.
Stirling Council area – 01786 892289   
Argyll & Bute Council area - 01586 555311 
Perth & Kinross Council area – 01738 630303
West Dunbartonshire Council area - 0141 562 1224 
Any elector within the National Park area can apply to have his/her ballot paper 
sent to an address other than that appearing on the electoral register.  To do this 
they need to apply to the Electoral Registration Officer in Stirling, tel: (01786) 
892289, no later than 5pm on Wednesday 28 May 2014.
Anyone wishing to be a candidate at these elections should obtain a nomination 
paper from the office dealing with the ward for which they wish to stand as 
detailed below.  All forms must be duly completed and returned to the Returning 
Officer at Old Viewforth, Stirling, FK8 2ET no later than 4pm on Wednesday 28 
May 2014.
To qualify, candidates must be 21 years of age or more, but need not be 
resident in the ward for which they wish to stand, nor the Park area generally.  A 
nomination paper must, however, be subscribed by 2 electors as proposer and 
seconder and by 8 other electors living in that electoral ward as assenting to the 
nomination.
In the event of a poll, ballot papers will be issued to all eligible electors on 
Thursday 12 June 2014, and must be returned by 4pm on Thursday 3 July 2014, 
if they are to be included in the counting of votes.
Bob Jack
Returning Officer
7 May 2014
Schedule
Contact details for further information:
Stirling Council Election Office, Room 53, Old Viewforth, Stirling tel: 01786 
233096
mcleans2@stirling.gov.uk

Ward

1

2

3

4

5

Contact Address for Nomination 
Forms/Information etc
Stirling Council Election Office, Room 53, Old 
Viewforth, Stirling FK8 2ET 
National Park Headquarters, Carrochan, Carrochan 
Road, Balloch, G83 8EG
Argyll & Bute Council, Customer Services Points:
- 22 Hill Street, Dunoon, PA23 7AP
- Scotcourt House, 45 West Princes Street, 
Helensburgh G84 8BP
Stirling Council Election Office, Room 53, Old 
Viewforth, Stirling FK8 2ET
National Park Headquarters, Carrochan, Carrochan 
Road, Balloch, G83 8EG
Killin Library, the Primary School, Killin, FK21 8UW
National Park Callander Office, 52 – 54 Main Street, 
Callander, FK17 8BD
Stirling Council Election Office, Room 53, Old 
Viewforth, Stirling FK8 2ET
National Park Headquarters, Carrochan, Carrochan 
Road, Balloch, G83 8EG
National Park Callander Office, 52 – 54 Main Street, 
Callander, FK17 8BD
Stirling Council Election Office, Room 53, Old 
Viewforth, Stirling FK8 2ET
National Park Headquarters, Carrochan, Carrochan 
Road, Balloch, G83 8EG
Drymen Library, The Square, Drymen, G63 0BL
Stirling Council Election Office, Room 53, Old 
Viewforth, Stirling FK8 2ET
National Park Headquarters, Carrochan, Carrochan 
Road, Balloch, G83 8EG

Contact
Number
01786 233096

01389 722600

01546 605522

01546 605522

01786 233096

01389 722600

01567 820571
01389 722600

01786 233096

01389 722600

01389 722600

01786 233096

01389 722600

01360 660751
01786 233096

01389 722600

SSE Renewables Developments (UK) Limited (the Developer) acting on behalf 
of SSE Generation Limited, the prospective applicant, hereby gives notice 
of a Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) to be undertaken in advance of the 
submission of a planning application to the  relevant determining authority for 
a prospective development to repower and extend the existing Tangy Wind 
Farm.
Two public information events will be held to give you a chance to view the 
proposals and ask any questions you may have. The details of these events 
are as follows:
Machrihanish Village Hall
Bayview, Machrihanish, PA28 6PX
Date 14 May 2014
Time 10am-2pm
Aqualibrium
Kinloch Park, Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, PA28 6EG
Date 14 May 2014
Time 4pm-8pm
Further information in respect of the prospective development may be obtained 
by contacting:
Noel Cummins
SSE, Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ
Tel: 01738 516901
Email: noel.cummins@sse.com
Website: www.sse.com/tangyIII
Any persons wishing to submit comments should submit these to the prospective 
applicant at SSE (address as above) no later than 13 June 2014.
The Developer would welcome the submission of comments in respect of the 
proposal, however please note that persons submitting comments in response 
to Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) are advised that comments submitted to 
the prospective applicant at this time are not representations to the planning 
authority;
in the event that the prospective applicant submits a formal application 
for planning permission then there would be an opportunity to submit 
representations to  the relevant determining authority at that time.

www.highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may 
be examined between the hours of  9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public 
holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and 
online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period 
indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should 
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 
representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

14/01228/FUL Land 2220m SW of 
Calderburn Cottage, 
Invergarry

Installation of run-of-river 
hydropower scheme on the 
Calder Burn

14/01385/FUL Land East of Achnalea, 
Ardgour, Fort William

Proposal to erect a single 
dwelling house

14/01402/FUL Nevis Square, North Road,
Fort William

Erection of Drive Through 
Restaurant, car parking and 
associated works

14/01454/S42 Land 60m SE of Ben Hiant,
Kilchoan, Acharacle

Section 42 application for 
removal of condition no 
4 of planning permission 
99/00082/FULLO to allow 
separate ownership

14/01515/PIP Land 45m S of West 
Highland Hotel, Mallaig

Erection of 2 houses 
(renewal of 07/00366/
OUTLO & 11/00082/PIP)

14/01567/FUL Plot 2, 180m North West of 
Achnabobane Farmhouse, 
Spean Bridge

Erection of house 
(renewal of permission 
09/00062/FULLO)

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Submarine Cable Replacement, 

Corran Narrows, Highland
Notice is hereby given that Scottish & Southern 
Energy plc. has applied to the Scottish Ministers of 
the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of replacement of a 
submarine cable at:

Location Latitude Longitude
  Co-ordinates Co-ordinates
Corran Narrows 56° 43.41’ N 05° 14.71’ W

  56° 43.34’ N 05° 14.05’ W
  56° 43.46’ N 05° 14.60’ W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Fort William Post Office, 4 Tweeddale, 
Fort William, Inverness-shire, PH33 6EU.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice 
or by email: MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.
gov.uk, quoting reference: 
MCMS/05216
Scottish & Southern Energy plc.

THE GOVERNORS OF 
CATHERINE McCAIG’S TRUST

McCAIG BURSARIES
A number of McCAIG BURSARIES, the value of which 
is at the discretion of the Governing Body, are OPEN 
FOR COMPETITION to students entering a Scottish 
University in September 2014.  The Bursaries are 
tenable at any Scottish University for such number 
of years as the Governing Body in their discretion 
consider appropriate.
It is a condition of the award that the holder shall enrol 
for a University Ordinary Class in Gaelic and shall 
satisfactorily complete the course in that subject.  
One of the Bursaries is open only to natives of, or 
persons ordinarily resident in, the County of Argyll.
Applications must be made not later than 25 June 
2014 and Forms of Application may be obtained 
from the Clerk to the Governors or our website, 
http://www.mccaigtrust.org.uk.
A FRANCES WILSON, Clerk to Catherine McCaig’s 
Trust, 70 Garscadden Road, Glasgow, G15 6QJ
Email address: mccaigtrust@gmail.com

CRICHEL DOWN RULES CIRCULAR 5 2011 
(“THE RULES”)
Sale of 11.5 Ha (approx.) of land and buildings 
at Gortonronach, Lochgair, Argyll.

Acquired from the Trustees of Mary Hastings Studholme 
or Vivian by Disposition dated 11 July 1936.

Notice is hereby given that Forestry Commission Scotland 
is proposing to sell the above property. Would any party 
who considers they have an interest within the terms of the 
Crichel Down Rules please contact Ronnie Lee, Forestry 
Commission Scotland: ronnie.lee@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 
no later than 2 July 2014.

www.forestry.gov.uk

publicnotices

Vacancy
Acharacle Village Store

We have a position available 
for seasonal work.

Hours will be 29 per week 
Rate of pay will negotiable

Applicants must be over 
16 years old hardworking 
reliable trustworthy and 
get on well with people.
You will be required to 
work 4 days per week 
which includes every 

weekend
Mid-May to Mid-October

Please apply within
Or call 01967431257

Technical Specialist 
(Sales & Marketing)
BioMar Ltd, a part of the worldwide BioMar Group formulates, manufactures 
and distributes feed for fish farming in Scotland and Ireland.  BioMar’s focus 
on quality and feed performance has resulted in a leading supply position to 
the UK and Irish aquaculture industries.
Due to continuing market growth we are seeking to recruit a suitably qualified 
person to fill a role as Technical Specialist and join the sales and marketing 
team working out of the production site at Grangemouth.  Reporting to the 
Sales Support Manager this is a varied, demanding, yet highly rewarding role 
for the right person and duties will include:
• Providing after sales service and technical support.
• Monitoring of feed performance and competitiveness.
• Assist with a range of customer and internal trials and projects.
• Support the implementation of company marketing plans and strategies.
The job will necessitate extensive travel and require a practical hands 
on approach from a technically well qualified and commercially astute 
aquaculturist.  
On offer is a competitive salary, company car and pension scheme.
Please apply in strict confidence attaching C.V. to Pauline Donnelly H.R. 
Administrator at pdonnelly@biomar.co.uk.
Closing date for applications is Thursday 15th May 2014.

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/00574/PP Change of use from village hall to mixed 
business/retail use and formation of 
external composting compound

Coll Community Hall Arinagour Isle 
of Coll Argyll and Bute PA78 6SY 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Coll

14/00681/PP Formation of vehicular access Land South West of Bunessan Isle of 
Mull Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan 
Isle of Mull

14/00704/PP Installation of septic tank and soakaway The Royal Bank of Scotland Plc 
Scarinish Isle of Tiree Argyll and 
Bute PA77 6UH 

Tiree Area Office

14/00764/PPP Site for the erection of one dwellinghouse. Nursery Cottage Barcaldine Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA37 1SG 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

14/00928/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and garden shed Land at Dervaig Motors Achadh An 
Droma Dervaig Isle of Mull Argyll 
and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dervaig

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/00956/PP Erection of 2 electrical switchgear kiosks 
adjacent to wind turbine site

Land East of Glenegadale Lotts Lotts 
Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02352/PP Installation of replacement windows 
(retrospective)

Dower Cottage 1 High Street 
Portnahaven Isle of Islay Argyll and 
Bute PA47 7SN 

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (ACHALEVEN ROAD, CONNEL) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2014 
On Monday 28th April 2014, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order under Section 14(1) of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended, which will make it unlawful for any person to drive or cause or permit to 
be driven any vehicle (with the exception of vehicles in relation to the works, emergency services or for local access), 
on the private section of Achaleven Road, Connel north of Black Crofts, which extends from the railway crossing to the 
property known as ‘Sealladh Eite’. 
This closure is required to facilitate the upgrade of the carriageway and will be effective when indicated by signs 
between the hours of 0800 and 1800 Monday to Friday from 5th May 2014 until 20th June 2014 or until such time as 
the works are complete, whichever is the earlier.
There are no alternative routes.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae, LOCHGILPHEAD, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Loch Fyne Seafarms Ltd 
is looking for someone to work 

primarily in its Factory’s Packing Area.
Duties will include packing orders to customer 

specifications and other general duties within the 
Processing Area. Full training will be given.

Must be happy working with fish products 
and be able to work as part of a team.

Contact: Gordon Goldsworthy or 
Andrew Robertson on 01880 820 100 or

Loch Fyne Seafarms Ltd, Unit 7, Tarbert Trading Estate,
Campbeltown Road, Tarbert, Argyll. PA29 6SX.

Sandwich Shop Supervisor
Must have good communication 

skills, driving licence essential, 
good rates of pay, early start. 

5 days out of 7.  
Apply to Box No 95, The Oban 

Times, Lochavullin Estate, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB

The most challenging and rewarding 
job you’ll ever apply for?
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W.D. Semple
FIND US 

NOW AVAILABLE

The New Dacia Range
from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £7,995*

Dacia Duster = from £8,995*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.
Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
63 Renault Clio Media Nav, 5 door, Very low mileage. Choice of colour.......From £11,950
63 Renault Twingo Dyn 1.2, 3dr, Silver, 300 miles............................. £8,950
13 Peugeot 107 Allure, 5dr, blue, 12,000 miles................................. £7,650
12 Renault Megane I-Music DCi, 5dr, Blue, 5,000 miles ................. £11,950
11 Renault Kangoo Exp DCI, Silver, 42,000 miles.............................. £8,450
60 Renault Clio, Bizu, 1.2, 3dr, black, 43,000 miles .......................... £5,250
10 Fiat Qubo Active 1.4, 5dr, silver, 13,500 miles ............................. £6,150
59 Renault Scenic Dyn DCI 105, Blue, 40,000 miles ........................ £7,250
59 Renault Clio Dyn, DCi, 5dr, Beige, 30,000 miles.......................... £6,850
59 Suzuki SX4 GLX 1.6 saloon, Cherry Red, 21,500 miles................. £6,450
09 Renault Modus Dyn, 1.5 DCi, Beige, 30,000 miles ...................... £5,950
08 Suzuki Jimny JLX plus 1.3, Red, 24,000 miles............................... £6,995
57 Renault Clio Campus 1.2, 5dr, black, 19,000 miles ...................... £3,950
07 Fiat Punto Dyn, DCi, 5dr, Blue, 37,000 miles............................... £4,750
07 Vauxhall Vectra 1.9,  CDTI, 67K miles.......................................... £3,950
56 Astra 1.6 life, 5 dr,  Silver, 50k miles, 46,500 miles....................... £3,000

COMMERCIALS
60 Vauxhall Vivaro DCI Van .................................................£8,500 plus VAT
08 Renault Master, SWB, white ............................................£8,000 plus VAT

New Dacia range available for test drive today!

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
• RENAULT SCENIC AUTOMATIC
• NISSAN 1.6 ALMERA
• FORD FIESTA DIESEL 5DR

CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

Tel: 01631 568020

DRIVETIMES

S & S
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

CROFT MOTORS 
SERVICES
Unit 5B, Ben Nevis Estate
Fort William

Tel. 01397 703877

We will be out and about on Tuesday 13th 
& Wednesday 14th at Tesco Oban. Why don’t 
you come and see us or make an appointment.

CAN’T COME TO US, 
WE WILL COME TO YOU

Test Drives available at Tesco please bring your licence

0%
Representative*†

APR

Don’t miss out!  Available now while stocks last

AYGO Mode Yaris Icon plus

£89per month^ £119

FINANCE DEPOSIT

ALLOWANCE*£500NOW WIT

£750NOW WIT

5-7 John Street Helensburgh G84 8BA
Tel: 01436 672 779 helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

Auris Icon

£169 per month^

Like our Facebook page 
for more information, free prize draws and competitions

OBAN

NOW WIT

£1,000
FINANCE DEPOSIT

ALLOWANCE*

Tuesday 13th - Wednesday 14th May 2014

FINANCE DEPOSIT

ALLOWANCE*

Model shown are Aygo Mode 1.0VVT-i 3 dr manual £9,800, Yaris Icon+ 1.0VVT-i 3 dr at £12,945 & Auris Icon 1.33 VVT-i 5 dr manual at £17,595. Price excludes metallic paint on MY13AYGO at £450, white paint on Yaris at £250 & Auris

per month^

Helensburgh Toyota like 
to get out and about in the 
community meeting people.
Next week they will visit Tesco Oban and will 
be showcasing the models in the Toyota Range. 
The team, David Smeeton and Tim Roome, will 
also be offering visitors the chance to test drive 
these vehicles from Tesco, so please bring along 
your driving licence.

Sales Consultant, David Smeeton said:

‘There has never been a more important time for 
small businesses and people in our surrounding 
area to support each other.  Being out and about 
is giving us the chance to do this and we hope 

to let the local people see the commitment we 
have to Argyll and Bute and the islands.  We will 
have a new car display on show with some ter-
rific spring offers so come along and see us’.

Helensburgh Toyota are honoured to have over 
37 years delivering to their customers and com-
munity.  A big thank you to all customers for be-
ing completely satisfied with their experience 
and keeping them Scotland’s No1 for Toyota 
Customer Care and most recently winning Mo-
tor Codes Regional Garage of the Year.  They 
are dedicated to supporting all your motoring 
needs. From purchasing a new Toyota car to 
servicing and MOT for any make and model. An 
uplift and delivery service is also available with 
a free courtesy car.  They have an exceptional 
team of specially trained staff to help you.

Quad for sale

£675

Tel: 07776 402550

Childs 
Yamaha 
125, good 
condition.

Citroen C3 2003

£1250 

Tel: 07910 394431

1.4, 5 door
Recent service 
89,000 miles
1 year mot 

2003 Abbey GTS Vogue 217

£3500 o.n.o.

Tel: 01631 563103

2 Berth. Mass in 
running order 
1072kg. Serviced Nov 
‘12, New tyres fitted, 
Awning, Gas, 
Water carrier plus 
other extras.

Abbey Freestyle 470 SE 2004

£4950 o.n.o.

Tel: 07765 820857 (Oban)

2 BERTH TOURING CARAVAN
Fitted with electric mover
End washroom
Porch Awning (new)
Lots of extras included in sale 
Very good condition.
Clean and ready to go.

1960 Greeves Scottish Trials 197cc.

£2450 o.n.o.

Tel: 07778 840032 or 01855 811692

Largely original with 
new Electrex electronic 
ignition plus old 
ignition parts. 
Starts and runs well. 
Glencoe.

Mazda 6 Sport

£8750 o.n.o.

Contact 07900 707793

2.2 Turbo Diesel 180 P.S
60 Reg, Metallic Silver, 56000 Miles
8 Mths Tax & Mot
New brakes, Recent Service + Full 
History, Alloys
Leather Interior, Heated front seats, 
6 CD Changer, Bose Sound System

WANTED

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

All types of motor homes & 
caravanettes. Any age or condition. 

We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of 

touring caravans from 95 onwards. 

Renault Clio Van

£2000 + VAT
Tel: 01631 564022 (Day). 

Mob. 07710060021

First Registered 
24/10/07. Taxed July 
2014, MOT 8/11/2014, 
Mileage 90,000. 
Good condition.

Camper Van:  Ford Freda/
Mazda Bongo

£5800 o.n.o.

Tel: 07876 610423

R Reg (1998)  Metallic Green, 
Automatic gearbox, power steering, 
Diesel. Sleeps 2 + 2.    2 ring Gaz 
cooker, Elevating roof,  Electric 
hookup, 86,000miles (13840.6 km) 
Large tent type awning (never used) 
plus bike rack.  Non smoker. Taxed 1 
year, MOT due 1st Nov ‘14.

Mitsubishi L200

Tel: 0781 0653 084

4x4, single cab, 52 plate, 
106,000 miles, 

MOT July.
£2,325

Honda Accord

£3,300

Contact: 07732975042

’05 plate, 2005, 
2.0 petrol,  
55000 miles, 
MOT March.

Motorhome

£8,500

Telephone 01838 200421

Peugeot Suntor Auto 
Cruise, turbo diesel, 
2001, 3 berth,
31,500 miles, Taxed 
till end of June, MOT 
till August, Good 
Condition.

Citroen C5 Estate 2.0 HDi

£850 o.n.o.

Tel: 07788 505224

02 reg, 10 months 
MOT, 6 months Tax,
good condition 
for year, good 
mechanically, 
good on fuel.

£30
£30
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Call now to 

Tel: 01631 568020

M

A

Hallmark Fish Eagle

Stored ashore at Cordon, Lamlash, Isle of Arran.  
Tel mainland home 0191 2530724 or Mobile 07889 491020

Approx 20 Ft, fitted with 115hp Evinrude 
outboard. Roller Coaster 4 wheel trailer, inc 
2 spare wheels & trailer board. Lowrance 
GPS. VHF radio. Raytheon Radar. Colour 
sounder. Radio. Twin batteries. Box trailer 
spares. Emergency spare engine bracket. 
Boarding ladder. 2 plastic fuel tanks. Elec & 
manual pump. Boat cover. Antifouled. 
Ready to launch.

£6000

Vauxhall Vivaro

£6000+VAT o.n.o.

Tel: 07768 576544 / 01496 810382

White, 08 plate, Short Wheel Base, 
High Roof, Ply Lined, 

MOT till Nov 2014, 57K miles.

Peugeot Partner 06

£2950 o.n.o.

Tel: 07788 404715

Quick silver 2.0 HDI, 
modula roof, 98k, tax 
and MOT, new brake 
discs and tyres, battery, 
back axle and more, 
great mpg.

Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec

£2,250 o.n.o.

Tel: 07899 903419

2002, 1 years MOT, 
40,000 miles, full leather.

Speedboat, 16ft

Tel: 07807 234588

100HP OUTBOARD, ON 
ROLLERCOASTER TRAILER,
NEW HOOD, NEEDS TIDYING, 
ENGINE NEEDS SERVICE.
CAN BE VIEWED AT OBAN.
NO TIME DUE TO WORK 
COMMITMENTS.

£2,200

KIP Kompakt two berth caravan

£5,000 o.n.o.

Tel: 01631 720265 

Water heater, sink, fridge, four 
burner cooker with grill, cassette 
toilet, washbasin, leisure battery, 
gas bottle, spare wheel.
Extras include overall cover, new 
full awning, Powertouch mover, 
Alko stabiliser.
Easy to tow with a small car.  
Smoke free.

Pioner 15 Center consol

Tel: 01631 720265

20hp Honda electric 
tilt 4 stroke outboard 
(2009), VHF, two fuel 
containers, anchor, 
boat hook, life buoy, 
galvanised trailer.

£5,500

Ford Focus 1600cc, 2001 

£850

Tel: 01631 730256

49,500 miles
One careful lady owner
Taxed & MOT to 1 
October
5 service stamps
All invoices, bills and 
MOTs.

Mazda Diesel Pick-up

Contact 01852 314166

54,000 miles, 
12 months tax and MOT, 

offers welcome.  

WANTED

Please telephone
07783 638067

Caravans and motorhomes
Any make, Model or condition. 

Instant decision 
and payment.

WANTED

Telephone 
07423736722

Any 4 x 4 vehicle, Landrover, 
Toyota, Mitsubishi etc, high 
mileage, any condition. Non 

runners/MOT failures accepted.

WANTED

Telephone: 
07703490572 ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all 

pickups single or double cabs, 
any condition, runner or not, high 

miles no problem.

East Neuk Fifer Touring 
Motorhome, 2006.

£17,950

Tel: 01631 564787 (Oban)

Fiat Ducato 2.0JTD. 48,888 miles, MOT 
Mar 15, Tax Aug 14.
Double bed/2 singles. Thetford flush 
toilet. Sink, hob, grill, microwave, 
3 way fridge. Under floor storage, 
Webasto & electric heating, 1000W 
inverter. Awning. FSH & cams. 1 
owner. No smokers or pets.

Nissan Micra S

£850 o.n.o.
Tel: 01631 563643, 01631 562370 

or 07843 193066

1.2 Petrol. Dark Blue, 
MOT March 2015, 
Tax August 2014, 
Towbar, 65,000 miles, 
Clean car.

Orkney Longliner 16 ft.
Very good condition.  On trailer 
with new wheels.  Powered 
by 6 horsepower Mercury 4 
stroke outboard engine which 
has done less than 10 hours 
running. Also included is a 
cockpit cover. 

£3500 o.n.o. 
For further details phone 01436 810079 

or Mob.07799292163.

The future of the UK as a leader in the development and take-up 
of low emission vehicles has been given a boost with the gov-
ernment’s announcement of how the Office of Low Emission 
Vehicles (OLEV) will spend its £500m funding allocation over 
the next five years. 

Representing the UK motor industry, the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT)  called on government 
to instigate a balanced approach to the 2015-2020 funding 
package, incorporating elements of consumer incentives, a 
strategic investment in infrastructure and increased R&D sup-
port. Furthermore, we asked that all parts of the road transport 
industry should benefit. The Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg, 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury Danny Alexander and Transport 
Minister Baroness Kramer delivered on this ask, announcing a 
package of measures which will help the UK lead the global shift 
to low and ultra-low carbon vehicles and technologies. It also 
provides crucial strategic opportunities for growth and jobs 
across the UK automotive industry.

The key features of the OLEV package are:

 £200m for the continuation of the Plug-in Car Grant, securing
the government contribution of up to £5,000 towards the cost of
qualifying, new ultra-low emission vehicles (ULEVs).

 £30m to assist the purchase of other vehicles.

 £100m for R&D projects.

 £20m for taxi infrastructure and incentives.

 £30m for buses.

 £35m for a new city scheme.

 £32m on infrastructure (including for a rapid charging network).

 £4m for gas refuelling network for HCVs.

Speaking at the announcement, Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Execu-
tive, commented, ‘The move towards a low 
carbon vehicle future must be built around 
the three pillars of consumer incentives, 
strategically focused infrastructure and 

increased leverage for R&D support. We therefore welcome 
this announcement which reflects that balanced approach but, 
significantly, seek to incentivise technical developments in all 
segments of road transport, not just passenger cars.

‘UK vehicle manufacturers are already committing significant 
investment to the UK’s ULEV ambitions through research, devel-
opment and production of zero and low emission vehicles and 
technologies. This funding package will help secure additional 
private sector investment, but more needs to be done to sup-
port academic research in this area – as well as developing the 
skills that will be essential if the UK is to become a global leader 
in ultra-low emission technologies.’ 

SMMT welcomes boost for low emission vehicles 

Motor Sailor 25’ X 10’

Tel: 01259 750443

V. good condition, 
Surveyed 2005,
Leyland Daf Diesel 
40hp.
Mooring Tarbert 
paid to 31/12/14.

£5750 o.n.o.

VW Golf

£3,000 o.n.o.

Tel: 07510 240438

1.4 petrol, 55 plate, blue, 
67,500 miles, 

MOT January 2015.

More than 60 vintage cars gathered at Oban Airport on Monday as the Scottish Malts Reliability Trials arrived in North 
Lorn. The Historic Endurance Rallying Organisation hosted the event, which saw the classic cars take part in test races 

which were centred in and around the country’s finest distilleries. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn. t18maltscar1no

Runway becomes road for vintage cars
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YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE.................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

FREE LISTINGS FOR 
ITEMS UNDER £100

We’ve increased the minimum value for free 
listings to apply to items worth £100 or less. Plus, 
draw attention to your item with our new photo 
and description box for just £15 for two weeks.

NEW CLASSIFIED PRICES:
Items under £100 - FREE

Items over £100 - £10 for 2 weeks
Boxed ads - £12.50 for 2 weeks
Add a photo - £15 for 2 weeks

All inclusive of VAT. Maximum 25 words. 20 words for 
photo ads. Terms & conditions apply. Book online.

For photo ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk/photo

For text only ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Or telephone 01631 568000

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk FREE LISTINGS FOR FREE LISTINGS FOR 

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also  

TOP RACE BIKE

Bargain,  £950
TEL 01855 811916

Giant TRC carbon, medium, 
Mavic Ksyrium SSC wheels, new 
Vitorio tubulars, Campag Record/
Chorus, Deda bars/ext, summer 
miles only. Or   Mavic/Campag 

wired-ons with Bontragers.

GARDEN TRACTOR 
MOWER MTD RS 

115/96B

£650
TEL 07887 885559

38” cut, good condition, 
delivery possible.

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES
GRAMOPHONE CABI-

NET good condition, wind 
up, mahogany, circa 1930,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
730323.

 AUDIO 
EQUIPMENT

RECORD DECK 
ONYKO, good condition, 
circa 1980,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 01631 730323.

STEREO AMPLIFIER 
SONY, top of the range, 
circa 1980,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 01631 730323.

TAPE DECK TECH-
NICS, single, circa 1980,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
730323.

TUNER SPEAKERS 
SONY, fantastic sound, 
circa 1980,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 01631 730323.

BABY EQUIPMENT
BRITAX RENAIS-

SANCE CAR SEAT  9-18 
kgs(9mths - 4yrs). Fabric not 
the cleanest, but will come 
cleaner with a scrub,  £10 
Telephone 01631 730449.

BICYCLES

 CAR
ACCESSORIES

ROOF BARS  Thule 
Roofbars for SAAB 9000 
Hatchback (1985 to 1998).  
Available in Lochgil-
phead,  £20 Telephone 
01546 603403.

ROOF BARS FOR 
SAAB 9-3 genuine SAAB 
Roofbars for SAAB 9-3 
Saloon 2002 to 2011. Avail-
able in Lochgilphead,  £25 
Telephone 07427 676361.

 CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

FIAMMA BICYCLE 
RACK RAIL extra rail 
for Fiamma Carry Bike 
cycle rack. As new,  
£15 Telephone 01631 
720425.

ISABELLA AWNING 
size 987cm. New condi-
tion, Offers. Telephone 
01546 602673.

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER 

£250
VW POLO FOR 

SPARES OR PARTS 
1998, regular runner 
until Feb 2014, MOT 
& Road Tax expired, 
110,000 miles, needs a lot 
of TLC,  £100 Telephone 
01631 730449.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

FRIDGE black glass 
fronted table top fridge, 
holds up to 40 cans, as 
new,  £50 Telephone 07771 
778078.

RAYBURN NOU-
VELLE natural gas, 
central heating and hot 
water, good condition,  
£150 Telephone 07833 
462186².

STAINLESS STEEL 4 
BURNER gas hob, vgc,  
£20ono Telephone 07796 
333876.

DOMESTIC PETS
TOP CLASS COLLIE 

PUP B & W. Sire J H 
Weirs Rock, Dam of Reg 
parents.  Lovely nature and 
wormed,  £100 Telephone 
01546 603308.

EQUESTRIAN
BRILLIANT SCHOOL 

MISTRESS 14.2h Con-
nemara x Highland Mare 
for loan with view to 

Telephone 01546 870698.

 FIREARMS
GUN SAFE grey, w 24.5 

cm, d 24.5 cm, h 137 cm, 
2 locks with keys,  £75.00 
Telephone 01631 730449.

 FURNITURE
BED BRAND NEW 

DOUBLE DIVAN with 
luxury orthopaedic mat-
tress in damask fabric. 
Still packaged. Genuine 
reason for sale. Can deliver. 
Cost £399 must sell,  £150 
Telephone 07407 451637.

CHEST OF DRAWERS 
4 drawer pine chests, excel-
lent condition,  £40 each 
Telephone 07900 594292.

DOUBLE BED with 
storage drawers, clean 
condition, Campbeltown 
area,  £50 Telephone 
07909 373351.

DOUBLE DIVAN BED 
6 months old mattress. 
2 x drawers, wooden 
headboard. Buyer col-
lects, Lochgilphead,  £50 
Telephone 07768 472953.

EDWARDIAN RE-
VOLVING mahogany 
bookcase on castors. 
86x45x45cms. Fair condi-
tion. (Clachan),  £95 
Telephone 01880 740250.

HOME FILING CABI-
NET beech effect, two 

with 40 included. Some 
wear but still in good 
condition,  £10 Telephone 
07789 843073.

LARGE DARK COR-
NER UNIT in 2 sections, 
1 glazed, 1 cupboard, 
New Plan Furniture Ltd.  
Total height 183cms x 70 
cms wide. (Clachan),  £75 
Telephone 01880 740250.

MODERN GLASS 
COFFEE TABLE 2 tier, 
oval, chrome legs, width 
100cms, height 40cms 
(Clachan),  £25 Telephone 
01880 740250.

THREE SEATER SOFA 
dark beige fabric with four 
loose cushions, Campbel-
town area,  £50 Telephone 
07909 373351.

WARDROBE 1930’s 
gentleman’s wardrobe 
walnut wood  33”w x 50”h 
x 18”d internal suit rail, tie 
rail plus 3 shelves.,  £35 
Telephone 01852 300448.

 GARDEN
COMPOST BIN large 

plastic compost bin as 
good as new,  £5 Telephone 
01631 563096.

LONGLIFE POLYCAR-
BONATE SHEETS 6 
sheets suitable for green-
house or cold frame,  £25 
Telephone 01631 565142.

QUALCAST GARDEN 
SHREDDER  hardly 
used, very clean.  Argos 
& Homebase sell for £120 
plus,  £40 Telephone 01631 
730449.

 GARDEN
MACHINERY

GARDEN CULTIVA-
TOR electric used once 
good condition,  £30 
Telephone 01855 811322².

PETROL LAWNMOW-
ER 16” cutting blade, 
grass collection box, Br 
& St engine. Buyer col-
lects, Lochgilphead,  £60 
Telephone 07768 472953.

HEALTH AND
FITNESS

AB MOTION XTREME 
As new condition, ab-
dominal exerciser. uses 
swivel action to work 
muscles. Includes counter. 
Can deliver Campbeltown 
or Lochgilphead, £52.50 
Telephone 07956409085.

TREADMILL Pro Form 
6.75Q with adjustable 
incline.  Folds for storage,  
£95 Telephone 01546 
602664.

HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES
OIL FIRED BOILER 

Trianco 50/65 BTU. Good 
working order, about 9 yrs 

very clean and quiet. With 
owners manual,  £49.99 
Telephone 07748 994834.

OPEN FIRE PLACE 80s 

and grate, never used, still 
in box,  £20 Telephone 
07748 994834.

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Blue 
& Baby Pink colours in 
stock available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

HOME
ENTERTAINMENT
14” TV/VIDEO COMBI 

old style, but works well,  
£15ono Telephone 07796 
333876.

TV AND STAND old 

works well,  £20ono Tel-
ephone 07796 333876.

HOME
FURNISHINGS

DOUBLE MATTRESS 
single spring excellent 
condition, free, buyer 
collects Barcaldine.  Tel-
ephone 01631 720180.

LARGE IMPOSING 
PRINT ‘The Defence of 
Rourke’s Drift’ by Al-
fonse Marie de Neuville. 
Framed, 110 X 85 cms, 
good condition. (Clachan),  
£40 Telephone 01880 
740250.

LAYZEE BED MAT-
TRESS dual spring 
excellent, clean, as new 
condition app King Size 
78’’x 60’’x 9’’. Buyer 
collects Barcaldine,  £20 
Telephone 01631 720180.

WOODEN VENETIAN 
BLINDS light oak 
wooden venetian blinds 
width 90cm(36ins) drop 
172cm(63ins), ex condi-
tion. 3 blinds cost £55 
each will sell for,  £15 each 
Telephone 01586 551314.

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

BATH SCREEN a 
folding, white 4 fold bath 
screen. In very good con-
dition,  £34.99 Telephone 
01631 565733.

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 

CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort Wil-
liam, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, 
Seil, Isle of Mull, Camp-
beltown, Tarbert, Machri-
hanish, Fort William.  

as a gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

MISCELLANEOUS
50 UPHOLSTERED 

CHAIRS ideal for hall 
use. Fabric is blue/purple 
with black steel frame. 
Offers.  Telephone 01546 
606696.

MOBILITY
3 WHEEL MOBILITY 

SCOOTER good working 
order, with accessories,  
£70ono Telephone 07717 
606245 Oban.

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

M I C R O P H O N E 
STAND heavy duty 
Boom Microphone stand 
fully adjustable,  as new,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
720458.

HOUSE TO LET
Port Appin, Argyll

Furnished 4 bedroom 
house, 2 bathrooms, 

central heating, 
garden, local shop in 
village, available from 

end April.  
EPC pending. 

For further details 
07918088479.

TO LET

TO LET
SHOP PREMISES, 43 STEVENSON STREET, OBAN
Offers in excess of £7,500 per annum are sought.

Closing date Friday 11 July 2014
For further information contact:
The Estates Office, Argyll and Bute Council, Customer Services, 
Blairvadach, Helensburgh G84 8ND. Tel: 01436 658957

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

COMMERCIAL

FOR RENT £500PCM
2 Bedroom unfurnished 

spacious ground 
floor flat.

3a Mill Park Terrace
Soroba Road

Oban
Available immediately, 

no DSS or pets. 
References required

Tel 01852 300475
LL Reg: 03150/130/13550

LETTINGS 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
SALES 

PROPERTY REVIEWS
PROPERTY NEWS 
LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

bellingram.co.uk

Kilbowie House, Oban
Available as a Whole or in Two Lots

Substantial waterside property with grounds 
extending to approximately 0.6 Hectares

conversion to a variety of uses both commercial 
and residential subject to statutory consents.

Adjacent land with sea frontage suitable for 
development subject to statutory consents

Lot One – Offers Over £200,000

Lot Two – Offers Over £250,000

CLOSING DATE FOR FORMAL OFFERS: 
Noon, 30 May 2014

WANTED

Mature couple with well 
behaved family pet moving 

to the area to start new 
job require furnished 

accommodation to rent in 
Oban or within a 5 - 7 mile 

radius of the town. 
Please contact 07814 599238

As the housing market continues 
its recovery, the National 
Association of Estate Agents 
(NAEA) today reveals the home 
extensions most likely to add 
value to a property ahead of 
sale.

Research conducted as a part of 
NAEA’s latest monthly housing 
market report revealed that 
almost half (49 per cent) of 
estate agents say adding an 
extra bedroom – usually by 
converting loft space – is the 
best way of adding value to a 
property.

While an additional bedroom 
fundamentally changes the 
description of a property, other 
less drastic changes can also 
have significant, positive effects 
on value, according to agents. 
Over a third (34 per cent) said 
that enlarging a kitchen was the 
best way to boost the price of a 
property.

Beyond these two key changes, 
opinion was somewhat more 
divided across the country. 
4 per cent said that adding a 
conservatory would add the 
most value, 3 per cent suggested 
adding a garage and a further 
3 per cent recommended 
converting an existing garage 
into living space.

Jan Hÿtch, President of the 
National Association of Estate 
Agents, said: ‘Extending a home 
often seems like the first and 
most obvious solution if there 
is room to do so, especially if 
it allows you to boast another 
bedroom or improve wow-
factor against the competition. 
Extensions have the dual benefit 
of increasing available space 
within a property, and crucially 
has the potential to significantly 
increase value when the time 
comes to sell.

‘Our research shows that 
bedrooms and kitchens are 
seen as the most sensible areas 
for expansion, and this certainly 
rings true when a property 
comes on to the market. The 
number of bedrooms is usually 
the first criteria house hunters 
select, therefore if it’s possible 
to add an additional bedroom, 
there can be an immediate 
effect on price. Remember that 
securing the necessary consents 
is an absolute must before any 
work starts, and any unapproved 
work can have a significant 
impact on resale value. To get 
the best advice on selling any 
home, always seek the expert 
counsel of an NAEA member 
agent.’

Extending your way to
greater sale valueFOR SALE
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EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES IN OUR CLASSIFIEDS SECTION
TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

Share your celebrations with

in our Announcements Section

call us today on 01631 568000

Pauline
Born: 9th January 2014

Bob and Lesley are delighted 
to announce the safe arrival 
of baby Pauline, a little sister
for Susie and Gillian.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Annie
Birthday: 25th January

Look who’s all grown up!
Happy 21st birthday!
Have a brilliant day.
Lots of love from all the family 
xxx

(sample ad - not to scale)

Michael and Sophie
got engaged on 1st January

Both families are delighted 
to announce the recent 
engagement of Michael and 
Sophie. Congratulations from 
all family and friends.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Share your 
celebrations
with our 
announcements
adverts - starting 
next week!

5x2 colour 
ads with 
artwork, a 
photo and 
your own 
personal 
message.
Let everyone 
know about an 
engagement,
birthday, 
anniversary or 
new arrival in 
your family!

Call us now to 
book your space!

ONLY

£25+ VAT

TO YOUR CLASSIFIEDS AND INCREASE 
YOUR CHANCES OF SELLING

ADD A
PHOTO

Things to remember when placing your ad
Product title i.e acoustic guitar
Product description (approx 15-20 words)
Selling price
Contact telephone number
Item location (as we cover a  fairly large geographical area
it is helpful if buyers know where the item is located)

NOW JUST 
£15 FOR 

TWO WEEKS
(6X1 COLOUR AD WITH PHOTO)

Advert runs for two weeks (price includes VAT)

ACOUSTIC
GUITAR

£100
TEL 01631 568035

Yamaha acoustic guitar in 
good condition. Built in tuner, 

new strings, comes with 
padded gig bag. In Oban.

The Oban Times reserves the right not to use photos that do not comply with our terms and conditions. 
No trade advertisers in private sales. All boats, cars and trailers must appear in Drive Times.

Three easy ways to place your photo advert:

• Telephone 01631 568 000 or 01397 703 003
OR

• Bring your photo in to any of

   or Campbeltown

2nd Lt Tony MacLean
Former pupil of Dunbeg Primary 
and Oban High School would like 
to thank everyone for their kind 
words of congratulations on his 
Commissioning from the Royal 
Military Academy, Sandhurst

on April 11, 2014.

HALF PRICE
The Oban Times
*Subscribe to 
the Oban Times 
digital edition 
and save 50%. 
Details at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/digital

ITEMS UNDER £100 BUY
LOCAL

SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

£ITEMS UNDER £100
 appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

Wishing my beautiful wife 
Jas Cruickshank a very 
happy 21st birthday on 

Tuesday 6th May.
From your loving 

husband, Cowboy.

PERSONALS

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

STOVES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors

Carports and Door canopies

Replacement Sealed Units

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

STATIONERY

MOBILITY WOODCHIPS

OBAN BLINDS

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED

IN GOOD QUALITY S/S OR
O/U SHOTGUNS BY LEADING

MANUFACTURERS
Telephone: 01250 872056

info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

FIREARMS

GROUNDWORKS

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

www.aandbel.co.uk

ABEL Drainage & 
Groundworks

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

VIOLIN 4/4 full size, 
good condition,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 730323.

 PET
ACCESSORIES

60L FISH TANK incl 
accessories for tropical 

Lochgilphead,  £45 Tel-
ephone 07768 472953.

DOG GATE approx 

collects, Lochgilphead,  
£10 Telephone 07768 
472953.

weeks,  £20 Telephone 
01546 603308.

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

LAMINATING Keep 

safe from dust, dirt, tears 
and creases. A4-£2, A4-
£3. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

PARTY INVITES Cus-

or occasion, come sup-
plied with envelopes. 50 
invites and envelopes for 
£28.00. From Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 WANTED

EQUIPMENT.   Telephone 
01631 730323.

• More respect for the 
customer and their 
belongings
• A personal service
• Part of the community
• Loyal to customers

• Build a lasting relationship
• Available more easily
• Honest
• Easy to find references/
recommendations
• Reputation to maintain

Trust your local services
A few reasons to support your local services;
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COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

One pedigree 
simmental bull, 
red and white, 

26 months, 
bvd acc.

Telephone 
J Strathern 

07802830756.

LAWRIE & SYMINGTON 
LIVESTOCK AUCTIONEERS, VALUERS & ESTATE AGENTS

Live Auctions
Farm, Displenishing and Dispersal Sales • Valuations and Arbitrations

Estate and Property Agency Management • Brokers for Milk Quota and 

Single Farm Payment Entitlement • Assured Professional Expertise

Sales List on Application

COUNTRY SUPPLIES 
Animal Feed and Health, Equestrian Range,

Pet Food and Care, Gardening, Clothing & Footwear,

Hardware and General Supplies

Tel. 01555 660099     Email: countrysupplies@lawrie-and-symington.com

EVENTS DEPARTMENT
Contact our Events Manager Tel. 01555 662281 Ext. 210

Mobile 07747 443260     Email: events@lawrie-and-symington.com

FORFAR MARKET
Tel. 01307 462651     Fax 01307 464290 Email: forfarmart@lawrie-and-symington.com

IRVINE’S OF PERTHSHIRE
Meat Wholesalers, Wishaw Abattoir Tel. 01698 376427

LANARK AGRICULTURAL CENTRE
Lawrie & Symington Registered Office at

Muirglen, Hyndford Road, Lanark, ML11 9AX

Tel: 01555 662281   Fax: 01555 6656100/665638

Email: mailbox@lawrie-and-symington.com  Website:  www.lawrie-and-symington.com

ALTHOUGH the Kintyre moni-
tor farm completes its three-year 
term this spring, monitor farmer 
Duncan Macalister of Glenbarr 
Farms is determined to continue 
to develop the initiatives that 
were introduced.

Glenbarr Farms, a mixed 
1,730-acre (700 ha) unit, 
supports a suckler herd of 
140 mainly Aberdeen-Angus 
cows, just over 500 breed-
ing ewes and approximately 
120 acres of spring barley.
Land type ranges from hill 
to shore, with sitka spruce 
woodland on the higher land 
occupying more than a third of 
the farm’s total acreage.

Overview
At the final official meeting, 

Mr Macalister and facilita-
tor, Linda McLean, gave an 
overview of some of the many 
topics addressed since the first 
monitor farm meeting in March 
2011.

Mr Macalister admitted that 
being the monitor farmer for the 
area had given him ‘a right good 
boot up the backside’.

He told the group: ‘I realise 
now that I had been doing more 
or less the same thing for the 
previous 20 years.

‘I’ve welcomed hearing the 
views and opinions of the com-
munity group as opportunities 
and challenges have been 
discussed. And I’ve really 
appreciated the support of the 
farmers who’ve been at the to 
break through the soil pan. ‘The 
improvement in soil structure is 
clear to see, and the red clover 
silage crop was so heavy the pit 
burst. The other good news is 
that the cattle really thrive on 
the red clover silage.

‘I’ve also learnt that the 
organic matter in the soil’s top 
layer is the engine which makes 
the soil work and I had greatly 
under-estimated the value of 
farmyard manure.’

Livestock health issues have 
also been addressed. Since tests 
in summer 2012, confirming 
the breeding f lock had been ex-
posed to Toxoplasma, incoming 

gimmers have been routinely 
vaccinated for Toxoplasmosis. 
Scanning percentages have 
considerably improved.

In 2012 it was also established 
that the IBR virus was circulat-
ing in the breeding herd. The 
cattle are now routinely vac-
cinated against this respiratory 
disease which suppresses fertil-
ity and reduces performance.

The cattle are in the process of 
being electronically  identified 
to improve productivity.

Recommended
A Whole Farm Review had 

recommended increasing barley 
acreage from 100 to 120, to re-
duce purchased feed costs. ‘This 
resulted in being able to sell over 
40 surplus tons of barley, which 
added almost £10,000 to the bot-
tom line.’

Changing from straw to saw-
dust at Glenbarr Farms has since 
resulted in more than £1,100 per 
winter month, plus many hours 
of time, being saved on bedding 
cattle.

Additional projects are in the 
advanced planning stage, includ-
ing more rotational grazing.

Three years is a short time in 
farming, however, Mr Macal-
ister’s enthusiasm to embrace 
the opportunities of the monitor 
farm project with gusto has 
yielded more than tangible 
financial benefits.

‘I believe that I’ve now de-
veloped the confidence to ask 
the right questions,’ said Mr 
Macalister. 

Mr Macalister will host a 
monitor farm open day at Glen-
barr Farms on July 18.

Monitor farmer tells of 

Duncan Macalister has benefited enormously from his three years as a monitor farm. 

Auction Markets at Stirling; Islay; 
Uist; Tiree; Dalmally: Lairg& Huntly

Displenishing & Agricultural Sales
conducted in any district. Valuations for Transfer,

Probate Duty and for all other purposes carefully executed.
Ample keep and accommodation available for stock sent 
previous to and after Sales. Stock carefully attended to by 

full time Stockmen.
Customers wishing particular classes of stock which are 

unobtainable locally, the Auctioneers will arrange supplies 
from their many contacts throughout the country.

A direct Marketing Service for all classes Cattle & Sheep
Operates from our base at Moleigh.

This service has proved most successful over the years 
and new enquiries are invited.

Please enquire with our Auctioneers for more details.
List of all special Sales at all our various centres available 

on request.

DINGWALL AUCTION MART

WEDNESDAY 7TH MAY AT 11.00 A.M. - show and sale of
registered pedigree bulls and sale of breeding cattle.

SALE OF PEDIGREE LUING CATTLE
WEDNESDAY 21ST MAY - annual sale of pedigree Luing cattle,
pedigree and commercial Highland cattle Hi Health and
commercial breeding cattle including unregistered bulls.

IMPLEMENT SALE
SATURDAY 7TH JUNE AT 10.00 A.M. - collective sale of farm
implements, tractors, vans, plant machinery, garden equipment,
tools etc.

BEN NEVIS AUCTION MART

FRIDAY 23RD MAY - annual sale of store, breeding and OTM
cattle, store and breeding sheep.

For further details of the above sales contact auctioneers or 
visit website.

DINGWALL & HIGHLAND MARTS LIMITED

t.01349 863252  f.01349 865062
www.dingwallmart.co.uk

Farming Focus
with Lucy Sumsion. NFU Scotland Regional 

Manager covering Argyll & the Islands, 
including Arran, gives an overview of current 

issues in the region

LAST week I was in 
Inverness at a meeting 
with Forestry Commission 
Scotland (FCS) and other 
stakeholders discussing the 
merits of crofter forestry. 
Since the introduction of 
the Crofter Forestry Act in 
1991 grazings committees 
have been able to plant trees 
and woodlands on part of 
the common grazings and 
to receive grants for this 
purpose. Following this a 
system of model agreements 
between crofter and 
landowner were developed.  
Although the Act opened the 
way for communal woodland 
creation, individual crofters 
also found they had more 
rights regarding woodland 
planting through individually 
apportioning common 
grazings without the need 
for subsequent landlord 
permission. 

Whilst the initial rate of 
uptake was slow, however, the 

stimulus and over time 

woodland creation improved. 
By 2007 some 11,000 ha of 
woodland was created on 541 
schemes up to the closure of 
the Scottish Forestry Grant 
Scheme. However, since 
2008 and the start of the 
Scottish  Rural Development 
Programme (SRDP) in 2008, 
only 600 ha of woodland has 
been created, which year 
on year is approximately 
a six-fold decline since 
the establishment of the 
Act and the  start of the 
SRDP scheme. In 2012 
the Woodland Expansion 
Advisory Group (WEAG) 
made a recommendation to 
the Scottish Government that 
it should explore how further 
interest in crofter forestry 
projects could be stimulated.

Now, with the imminent 
arrival of a new successor 
programme to the SRDP, 
Forestry Commission 
Scotland and other 
stakeholders, including NFU 
Scotland, are keen to continue 
to promote the opportunities 
that crofter forestry can 
offer. We have been involved 
in meetings with FCS 
and other organisations to 
identify how best crofter 

forestry can be supported 
and promoted. In 2013 FCS 
commissioned a report to 
investigate the barriers to 
determine why recent uptake 
has been relatively low and to 
propose possible solutions to 
encourage woodland creation 
on croft land. 

The recent meeting with 
FCS was held to consider 

one of the critical barriers. 
Addressing some of the issues 
around terms of conditions 
of SRDP contracts and 
claims was seen as crucial in 
order to encourage greater 
uptake. In particular allowing 
the assignation of grant to 
third parties, improving 
claim turnaround times and 
allowing staged payments 
might help. These are all 
issues that NFU Scotland 
will continue to raise with 
Scottish Government 
when in discussions on the 
implementations of the next 
SRDP. 

At the meeting NFUS were 
able to highlight the concern 
that members had raised 
about new woodland planting 
on good in-bye land. This 
was acknowledged as an area 
that needs to be carefully 
considered when any planting 
applications are submitted. 
Members of the group also 
thought it would be useful 
to have in place a Crofter 

who could actively promote 

establishment on croft land as 
well as advise crofters. FCS 
agreed to work with partners 
to secure funding for an 

to coincide with the new 
programme. 

Woodlands on croft 

given important shelter for 
livestock, but over time they 
can also become a source 
of woodfuel, give enhanced 

other commercial uses. NFU 
Scotland will continue to be 
involved with the steering 
group and will update crofter 
members as progress is made. 

Importance of crofter 
forestry highlighted by 
NFU Scotland

Three pedigree 
Highland 
Heifers, 

3 years old. 
For further 

details 
telephone 

01681 700338.

Spring of hope as forum gets go ahead

Renault Celtis 446RX, c/w Mailleux MX75 loader/joystick/soft drive/4wd, 2003...................................................................................................... £15,995
John Deere 6210 SE, 2002, c/w John Deere 631 loader/3rd service/ 90hp............................................................................................................... £15,995
Kubota L5030, c/w Kubota LA853 loader, 4wd, 2008, Comes with Turfmech 3 Gang Mower, 670 hours.................................................................... £15,995
John Deere 6200 SE, c/w John Deere 640A loader/joystick/3rd service, 4wd, 1998, 90hp ....................................................................................... £13,995
Renault Celtis 426RX, c/w Mailleux MX80 loader/joystick/mach system, 4wd, 2003, , 100hp.................................................................................. £14,995
Renault Ceres 345X, c/w 300 self leveling loader/3rd service/joystick, 4wd, 2001................................................................................................... £13,995
Case 4240 XL, 1996 P reg, 4WD, 2 spools, PUH/Drawbar, aircon, 1 owner ...............................................................................................................£12,995
Zetor 6340E, 1999, 4wd, c/w traclift 120/3rd service/joystick/quick release loader, 75hp ....................................................................................... £11,995
Fiat Agri 82-94 DT, 1994 L reg, c/w Quicke 3260 loader/4ft bucket, 2 spools ............................................................................................................£11,495
Massey Ferguson 390, c/w MF80 loader/4ft muck fork/3rd service, 1989, 4000 hours..............................................................................................£11,495
Case 4230, c/w Quickie 3301E loader, 4wd, 1995, 84hp .........................................................................................................................................£10,995
Deutz DX 3.70, c/w Quicke loader, 1998, 80hp, new in stock, please contact us for details ....................................................................................... £10,495
Case 4240 Pro, c/w Quickie 3360 loader, lever controls, 2wd, 1998............................................................................................................................£8495
John Deere 3300 SE, 1996, 4wd, 75hp, 6400 hours recorded, shuttle box, hydraulic pick up hitch.............................................................................£11,495
Landini 9880 Evolution 4wd, 2001 Y reg, Perkins engine, 95HP, 2 spools, pickup hitch ............................................................................................ £10,495
Case 995 Grassland Special, Turbo XL Cab, 1994,85hp, 2 spools, PUH,  twin pto, 1 owner from new V5 doc .................................................................£9995
Case 4210, 1994 M reg, 2wd, PUH, drawbar, 2 spools, 2 door cab...............................................................................................................................£8495
Case 1490, c/w Loader,  4wd, 1985, 2 spools, toplink.................................................................................................................................................£6995
Fiat 780 2wd, 1985 B reg, 2 door cab, 2 spools, PUH .................................................................................................................................................£5495 
David Brown 1490, c/w loader brackets/controls, 2wd, 1981,65hp , drawbar ..............................................................................................................£4995
Ford New Holland 1520 Compact, 4wd, 1998 approx, 22hp, turf tyres, hydrostatic ...................................................................................................... £4795
Samsung SF30D Diesel Forklift, c/w pallet tines, solid tyres, 3.3m height, 3 ton capacity, side shift ............................................................................ £4795

QUADS& ATV’s – Full selection of brand new Suzuki King Quads. 
Also brand new Arctic Cat 700 Diesels in stock. 

Good selection of used quads in stock all serviced/new tyres/warranty

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  

A FORUM that would seek to 
ensure the future sustainability 
of crofting in the Highlands 
and Islands has this week been 
given the go ahead by the Scot-
tish Government.

In March, the chairman of 
the NFU Scotland Crofting 
Highlands and Islands Com-
mittee, Sandy Murray, wrote 

to Paul Wheelhouse, Minister 
for Environment and Climate 
Change, requesting that 
Scottish Government set up a 
national Crofting Stakeholder 
Forum. 

NFU Scotland suggested 
that a forum could meet in the 
crofting counties and would 
have a wider remit than the 

current Parliamentary Cross 
Party Group on Crofting. 

The union proposed that a 
stakeholder forum, with Scot-
tish Government support and 
input, could identify the rel-
evant issues and take forward 
actions that would ensure the 
development and sustainability 
of crofting in to the 21st cen-

tury. 
NFU Scotland believes that 

there are a number of issues, 
which would benefit from this 
collaborative approach, includ-
ing the detailed implementation 
of CAP Pillar 1 and SRDP Pillar 
2 schemes and the implications 
particularly relating to crofting 
and common grazings.
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A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising
Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12 A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
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CHURCH NOTICES

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

ANGLICAN
COMMUNION

Sunday 4 May 2014
3rd of Easter

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ....... 08:00
Sung Eucharist............ 10:15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Nicki McNelly, Provost.

(01631) 562323
Kilbrandon Kirk

Holy Eucharist ............ 15:15
Holy Cross, Portnacroish, 

Appin
Evensong .................... 18:00
A cordial welcome to people 

from any church or none
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Communion ....... 11:00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............ 08:00
Evensong .................... 20:15
Holy Eucharist 
Wed 7 May ................. 14:30

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

News Editor
Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Steven Flanagan
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Emma Crichton
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345
Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown
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Fax 01586 553006

Arran
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Fax 01770 302021
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details at www.obantimes.co.uk/digital

Save 50% 
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DEATHS
CAMERON - Dorothy.  In 
Toronto on April 21, 2014.  
Dearly loved daughter of 
the late Hugh and Mary 
Cameron, Ardchattan Home 
Farm.  Beloved sister of Mairi 
and Archie, sister-in-law of 
Alastair and Gail and aunt 
and grand-aunt to the family.  
Service of Remembrance in 
Toronto.
KENNEDY - Peacefully, 
with his family at his side, 
at Lorn & Islands Hospital, 
Oban on Saturday April 26, 
2014 in his 86th year, Donald 
Kennedy (the Dooker), 
beloved husband to the late 
Anne, a much adored dad, 
grandad and great-grandad.
MACDONALD - Mary Ann 
(née Morrison), Griminish, 
Isle of Benbecula.
Passed peacefully following 
a short illness at home in 
Tarbet, Loch Lomond on 
April 27, 2014, aged 91.
Mary Ann survived her 
husband Duncan and sons 
Neil, John and James and 
was cared for at home by 
daughter Margaret Joan and 
family, latterly assisted by 
M&J Homecare. Special 
thanks to all Homecare staff 
who provided excellent care 
and support throughout.
All family and friends 
are welcome to attend 
thanksgiving service on 
Friday, May 2, 2014 at 
Arrochar Parish Church at 
12.30pm and thereafter to 
Cardross Crematorium for 

with any alternative donations 
to Cancer Research UK.
MAITLAND - (neé 
PAXTON).  Peacefully 
at home, Rheinhaulden 
Str, 9 Schaffhausan 8200, 
Switzerland, on April 14, 
2014, Grace Doreen, a very 
much loved wife of Alex, 
dear mum and granny, 
also precious daughter 
of Betty Paxton and dear 
sister to Claire and James.  
Remembered with love by 
all her family.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
HOWIESON - Sandra 
would like to extend 
her sincere thanks and 
appreciation to family and 
friends for the kindness and 
support extended to her by 
visits, phone calls, cards 

sudden loss of her dear 
husband Billy. Also thanks 
for the dedicated care given 
to Billy by all staff of Ward 
1, Belford Hospital. The 
comforting service led by 
Rev M Muirhead and to Mike 
McFall Funeral Directors 
for their sympathetic and 

Thanks also to staff at 
West End Hotel. Heartfelt 
thanks to all who paid their 
last respects at church and 
graveside and for generous 
donations to Chest, Heart 
and Stroke.
MACDONALD - Neil. Ellen 
and family wish to express 
their gratitude to all relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
for their sympathy and 
support on their recent sad 
bereavement. Thank you 
to the doctors, nurses and 
staff at the Crescent Medical 
Practice, the Prince and 
Princess of Wales Hospice 
and Cessnock Pharmacy.
Further thanks to Rev David 
Barr and Co-operative 
Funeral Care for excellent 
funeral arrangements. The 
sum of £140 was raised for 
the RNLI.
MACLEOD -  Anne, Donnie 
and the family of the late 
Catherine MacLeod (Cathie) 
wish to thank most sincerely 
all staff at the Lorn and 
Islands Hospital for their care 
while she was a patient in 
Ward I. Also heartfelt thanks 
to the Doctors and Nurses at 
the Lorn Medical Centre for 
their unfailing attention over 
the last two months.
Special thanks also to the 
wonderful team of carers.  
Grateful thanks to D & A 
Munn Undertakers for their 

arrangements.  Finally the 
family would like to sincerely 
thank all family and friends 
for their love and support at 
all times and everyone who 
sent cards and messages of 
condolence, all very much 
appreciated.
MACLEOD - Priscilla, 
John, Alistair and Pamela 
wish to thank all family and 
friends for their many kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following their sudden loss 
of John Alick.  Grateful 
thanks to the staff and nurses 
of Ballachulish Medical 
Practice, especially to Dr 
Wilmington and Dr Calder 
for their outstanding care.  
Special thanks also to Donella 
MacDonald who supported 
Priscilla while the paramedics 
were in attendance.  Sincere 
thanks to Rev Ann Winning 
for her comforting service 
and to Scott Greenlees of 
John McLellan Funeral 
Directors for the kind and 

Thanks to all who attended 
the church and graveside to 
pay their last respects and 
generously donated £610 
towards the British Heart 
Foundation.  Finally, thanks 
to the Ballachulish Hotel for 
providing the catering.

MEMORIAMS
BUCHANAN - In loving 
memory of my precious 
husband, Willie, a great 
pal to me and loving father 
to Mary, Katy and Hugh.  
Willie died on April 23, 2011 
but is still with us all every 
day including baby Jack and 
Ali.
May he rest in peace.
- Ann and family in both 
Connel and Morar.
DOWNIE - Alister, a 
dear husband, father and 
grandfather who passed 
away on May 2, 1999.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- From the Downie and 
McLean families.
DRUMMOND – Iain 
Darroch died May 2, 
2013, beloved husband of 
Joan, father, father-in-law, 
grandfather and great-granpa.  
Dearly loved and  missed by 
all family home and away.
“Till we meet again” “Gang 
warily”.
GALBRAITH - James 
(Jim), May 6, 2011.
Loved with a love beyond all 
telling
Missed with grief beyond all 
tears
To the world he was just one
To us he was the entire 
world
All our love always.
- Sue, Heidi, Calum and 
family.
MACKECHNIE – In 
loving memory of our dear 
father John Angus who died 
April 29, 1962 at Kilmalieu, 
Ardgour and our dear mother 
who died March 6, 1953 at 
Ardslignish.
Treasured memories.
- Inserted by the family.
MACKENZIE – Joan, 
passed away April 24, 2010,
beloved wife of Norman and  
treasured mother of Doreen 
and Annette.
Love and miss you more with 
every passing day.
MACKINNON – In loving 
memory of my dear granny, 
Dolina Marnoch, died May 
4, 2006.
The happy days that once we 
shared
How sweet the memory still.
Best love dearest gran 
always.
- The Boy.
McAFFER - In loving 
memory of our dear uncle 
John who passed away May 
4, 2009 also a dear mother 
and granny Annie, who 
passed away May 15,1990.
Always in our thoughts
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Dugie, Teen, Angela and 
Alexander.
MILLER- Betty died April 
30, 2013. Peter died May 13, 
2008.
Most loving parents
Simply the best.
- Son George, Carla and 
Rebecca.
A year ur gone granny, ur 
with ur one true love..papa.
I miss u’s.
I’m always looking above

And we speak of ur love 
Miss you both always.
- Love Kirsty, Clinton and 
kids.
MILLER – Betty died 
30/4/13, Peter died 13/5/08.
‘Together again’
We love and miss you both 
very much.
Simply the best.
- Isobel, Cammy and Jacqui 
x.
RUSSELL -  In loving 
memory of Martin Donald.
We miss you now, our hearts 
are sore
As time goes by we miss you 
more
Your loving smile, your 
gentle face

place.
- From Mum, Dad and family 
home and abroad.
RUSSELL – In loving 
memory of our dear Uncle 
Martin.
Your touch, your smile
Was always so tender.
Today, tomorrow
We will always remember.
- William, Duncan, 
Alexander, Billy and Lewis 
Martin.
SUTHERLAND - In loving 
memory of Sandy, a dear dad 
and grandpa, passed away 
April 26, 2002.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- All the family.
TAYLOR - Remembering 
always with love my darling 
husband William, who passed 
away May 5, 1992.
Memories keep us closer
We are never far apart
For you are always on my 
mind
And forever in my heart
Love always.
- Violet.
TAYLOR - Cherished 
memories of a loving dad and 
grandpa William, who passed 
away on May 5, 1992.
His nature was loving and 
giving
His heart was made of gold
And to all of us who loved 
him
His memory will never grow 
old.
- Shaun, Eilidh, Ryan and 
Zoe, Steven, Christina, 
Lauren and Danielle,
Tony, Janice and William.

MCMASTER - MAIN
Gemma McMaster of Oban & Stephen Main of 

Aberdeen were married at The Parish Church, Oban on 
April 12th 2014. They celebrated their marriage with 
a large number of family & friends at The Argyllshire 

Gathering Halls, Oban.
Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, Oban. 

KIRSTY L. DIXON

a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Rural Business 
Management from Glasgow University.

GRADUATION WEDDING

Towards the end of WW2 a pris-
oner in Auschwitz concentration 
camp in Poland, whist attempt-
ing to escape, was caught.  As 
a result the camp commandant, 
by way of punishment, having 
assembled all the other prison-
ers, selected ten men at random 
for death by starvation.  They 
were to be locked into an under-
ground room and there left to 
their fate.

One of the chosen men was 
named Franciszek Gajowniczek 
who was overcome with tears 
on realising the awfulness of 
the fate that awaited him.  Im-
mediately a very brave Polish 
priest, Father Maximilian 
Kolbe, stepped forward and 
offered himself as a substitute, 
much to the amusement of the 
German guards.

After the camp was liberated 
by Russian forces Franciszek, 

although very emaniciated, (he 
lived to 95) told his story.  As a 
result a brass plaque was made 
relating the stark facts of this 

of the death chambers.  It is still 
there for any visitor to read.

Every year on the anniver-
sary of the liberation Franciszek 
would visit the camp to honour 
Kolbe’s name in gratitude for 

Two thousand years ago 
another man, in similar circum-
stances, also offered himself 
up to death, as a substitute, out 
of his love for men and women 
like you and me.  His name was 
Jesus Christ – and today he con-
tinues to make the same offer of 
his love and freedom to anyone 
who will accept him as saviour 
and acknowledge him as Lord.

J E G Bartholomew

How unselfish can you be?

Thought for the week

FAMILIES from the Polish 
community in Fort William 
upheld a traditional Polish cus-
tom when they had their Easter 

Baskets blessed at St. Mary’s 
R.C. Church on Saturday, April 
19.

The tradition is one of the 

highlights of Easter celebra-
tions in Poland.

The baskets contain breakfast 
food - which must include eggs 

to symbolise new life - which 
are put on the table on Easter 
morning when the whole fam-
ily has breakfast together.

THE GENEROSITY of the 
Appin community showed 
once again as a Christian Aid 
soup lunch in the village hall 
raised £1,000 in just two hours 
last Thursday.

On his last day as Appin 

minister, Rev Dr Roderick 
Campbell opened the doors to 
the hall. The organisers found 
the event to be so busy extra 
tables were put out to cope 
with demand.

As well as getting lunch, 

those in attendance took part 

various stalls around the hall.
Janet Fairbairn, one of 

the organisers, said: ‘It is a 
small team of volunteers that 
organise this event every year 

and residents and local busi-
nesses are very generous with 
their donations. I think people 
enjoy coming to see their pals 
and support the charity, which 
is why we are able to raise so 
much money.’

Appin Village Hall was full to bursting with residents supporting the annual Christian Aid soup lunch. 16_t18aid01

DALAVICH Church was the 
venue for an Easter Picnic or-
ganised by Churches Together, 
the churches being Dalavich, 
Kilchrenan, Muckairn, St. John’s 
in Oban and the Visitation.

The sun shone all afternoon 
for the Easter Egg Hunt and  

there were also various games, 
accompanied to the music of 
Mark Potter-Irwin. The win-
ner of the best painted Easter 
Egg competition was Kelsie 
Carmichael from Dalavich, who 
is pictured with her prize of an 
Easter egg.

Churches Together 
enjoy Easter Picnic

Appin charity lunch raises an 
incredible £1,000 in only two hours

Polish families with their traditional Easter baskets.

Polish families keep up Easter traditions
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Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

 Oban Pool League - Sponsored by The Creagan Inn
                                                       P     W     D     L     GF     GA    Pts
 1  Cellar   21 19     1      1    163      47      39
 2  Lancaster A  20    17     2      1    155      45      36
 3  Markie Dans A  20    18     0      2    142      58      36
 4  Lancaster B  21    12     2      7    118      92      26
 5  Lochnell  21     9      4      8    106    104      22
 6  Markie Dans B  21     8      5      8    106    104      21
 7  Gluepot                      21     7      5     14     90    120      14
 8  Claredon                   21     4      6     11     85    125      14
 9  Foley’s Bar  21     6      1     14     87    123      13
10 Lochavullin  21     6      1     14     76    134      13
11 Creagan Inn  11     2      1      8      24      86       5
12 Outreach  21     0      1     20     48    162       1

Oban Lorne 

of the season 

Golf News

RUGBY

ORIENTEERING

Fixtures

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£850

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

B Ramsay, Chalmers Court, Inveraray

F MacDougall, Bunessan, Isle of Mull

Oban Saints youth 
results and fixtures

YOUTH FOOTBALL
LAST weekend’s results: 
Saturday - Under 13s 3, 
Clydebank 3. Scoring for 
Saints were Cameron Kerr, 
Scott Mossman and Cameron 
Hill. Sunday - Under 13s 6, 
Dumbarton Riverside 0. On 
target for the Oban side were 
Sol Smith (2), Cameron Hill (2), 
Rory Dowd and Oran Bryce.
Under 14s 1 Drumchapel 

United 0. Saints goalscorer was 
Lewis Buchanan.
 Milngavie 1, Under 15s 4. On 
target for Saints were Ross 
MacMillan (2), Patrick MacIn-
tyre and Hector MacDonald. 
Ardencaple 4, Under 17s 1. 

Alan Buchanan was the Saints’ 
goalscorer.  

Under 13s no game; Milngavie 
v Under 14s; Under 15s v 
Lochgilphead Red Star; Under 
17s v Lochgilphead Red Star.

KAREN Wallace of Balloch 
won the women’s race in Islay’s 

pride to husband Cameron who 
grew up on the island.

-

in three hours 42mins and 17secs 
- her two sons were also there to 
share her special moment.

Outlasted
An older head paid off for 

36-year-old Jan Thomsen from 
Norway to win Islay’s Single 
Malt Marathon as he outlasted 
25-year-old Adam McLean of 
Scotland.

marathon win for Thomsen and 

Karen gives husband home  pride in Islay’s first marathon

Jan Thomsen from Norway on his way to winning Islay’s first marathon. 

runner’s admitted ‘tactical er-
ror’. McLean confessed that he 
went out too fast, leading the 

miles. Thomsen overtook the 

55mins 56secs, only two minutes 
ahead of McLean’s 2:58:04. 

Both runners were pleased 
that they broke the three-hour 
barrier.

A total of 19 runners took 

marathon, on Sunday morning, 
April 13.

Runners started at Portna-
haven village hall and hugged 
the coastline road, affording 
brilliant views of Loch Indaal, 
moved through whitewashed 

seaside villages, and proceeded 
through moorland with glimpses 
of Islay’s mountains and its sea. 

The competitors enjoyed 

and many said that it was the 
best supported marathon they 
had been in. 

Personal best
Islay’s Stephen Harrison, the 

assistant race director, running 

third with a personal best of 
3:23:39.

Frenchwoman Karine Saline 

race in 3:55:38 and Australian 
Suzanna Richards was third in 
4:10:45.

Athletes from Sweden, Nor-

way, England, Latvia, Australia, 
France and the USA joined Scots 
to make it a truly international 
competition. 

Islay High School students 
and their parents provided a 
fantastic pre-race pasta dinner 
and an equally wonderful post-
marathon ceilidh.

Gaelic singers, bagpipers, and 
Highland dancers entertained, 
displaying their heritage proudly.  
The weekend raised £1,000 
for the high school students’ 

an estimated £4,000 for Islay’s 
economy.

MARATHON

LADIES Altnacree Trophy 
played 22 April - 1 Sandra 
Elliott 33 pts (26);  2 Liz Mudie
33 pts (32); 3 Alice MacCalman
32 pts (26).
Gents: Team Trophy Qualifer 
and Medal played 27 April 
- 1 Andrew Diggory 63 (05); 
2 Robert MacLarty 63 (13); 3 
Kenny MacGregor 63 (19).

IT’S OFFICIAL - The Cellar 
are the champions of the Oban 
Pool League for the second year 
running.

Just weeks after lifting The 
Oban Filling Station Cup they 
have secured the league cham-
pionship after easing to victory 
against The Outreach.

In the process The Cellar have 
written their name into the his-

ever to retain the league crown 
and only the second team ever 
to lift both The OFS Cup and 
league in the same campaign.

The Shoot-Out Shield is the 
only remaining silverware left 
after it s introduction last season 

ever to achieve the treble will be 
fuelling their quest.

The Lancaster ‘A’ moved into 
second place ahead of Markie 
Dans ‘A’ via superior game 
difference when The Claredon 
awarded them the points.

The Gluepot secured a pre-
cious away win against Markie 
Dans ‘B’ to leapfrog three 
places and cement seventh 

-

MULL driver John MacCrone delivered 
another impressive display when he 

Granite City Rally, the third round of the 
ARR Craib Scottish Championship.

The 24-year-old, driving the Castrol 
M-Sport Ford Fiesta R200, also won his 
2WD 1600cc Class for the second succes-
sive time, having taken the honours on his 
debut in the car last month in Jedburgh,  
without his car’s intercom working.

Co-driven by his uncle, Mull-based Peter 

pair set fastest time in their class through 
the opening 7.75-mile stage at Durris.

But as they entered the second forest 
stage at Swanley, the event’s longest test 
at 16 miles, the crucial intercom linking 
driver and co-driver stopped working.

‘It wasn’t ideal, but we just had to get 

John MacCrone drives the Castrol-liveried, M-Sport Ford Fiesta R200 through the stages of the Granite City Rally.
 Photo: LindsayPhotoSport

spent the whole 16 miles giving me hand 
signals to illustrate what lay ahead round 
the corners. With hindsight, it was actually 
quite funny.’

Despite this setback, the MacCrones set 
another fastest time and increased their 
lead in the class.

‘To be honest, I couldn’t believe the time 
we’d set: we were 28secs faster than our 
closest 2WD drive rival, and I’d actually 

‘The main problem for Peter was that he 
struggled to let me know what corners I 
couldn’t cut. To be honest, there was one 
which had a huge hole on the side and 
thankfully we went straight over the top of 
it. We were lucky not to rip the wheel off.’

Once back at service, the intercom prob-
lem was repaired and the duo continued to 

set fastest 2WD times through the closing 
two stages.

Such was MacCrone’s pace in the Pirelli-
shod Ford Fiesta R200 — a car which 
M-Sport sees as an important clubman 
car for 2014 and ’15 — that the youngster 
outpaced a number of more powerful, 
faster 4WD cars and drivers.

overall, and winning his 2WD 1600cc class 
-

A total of 116 crews started the Aber-
deen-based event.

-

Rally on May 10.

RALLYING

Mull driver
impresses
in Granite
City Rally

Two in a row for Cellar Bar
cessful season and the villagers’ 
steady improvement should see 
them realistically challenge for a 

Markie Dans ‘B’ drop a posi-

The Lochnell used home advan-
tage to crush The Lochavullin, 
maintaining their recent form. 
The North Connel side will be 
hoping they can maintain their 
winning streak as they seek to 
retain their Shoot-Out Shield 
title.

The remaining match saw 

Foley’s Bar entertain The 
Lancaster ‘B’, however the away 
side were simply too good for a 
depleted side.

Results, April 24: Outreach 
1-9 The Cellar; Foleys Bar 2-8 
Lancaster B; Lancaster A 10-0 
The Claredon; The Lochnell 8-2 
The Lochavullin; Markie Dans 
B 4-6 The Gluepot.

Markie Dans A v Lancaster A.

POOL

Primary seven pupils Daniel 
Baird, left, and Rowan Chisholm 

lift the winners’ trophy for 
Taynuilt Primary School.

Taynuilt
are the 
champions
TAYNUILT Primary School 
won this year’s Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles Inter-schools 
Orienteering Championship, 
which attracted more than 50 
school pupils.

Held at Dunstaffnage Castle 
last Friday, the event also saw 
pupils come from Kilninver, 
who were runners up on the 
day, and Arinagour on Coll.

North Lorn schools Barcal-
dine and Ardchattan combined 
to make a fourth team.

The event is run by Stramash 
and Active Schools.

Aileen Watkins, outdoor 
learning and activity manager 
for Stramash, said: ‘It is really 
great Stramash can support 
events like this. To see all the 
children having such a great 
time makes it all worth it.

‘For us, it is more about them 
working as a team and meeting 
new people, but they all really 
enjoyed themselves, which is 
fantastic.

‘Congratulations to all the 
competitors, who were of a 
very high standard this year 
and thank you to all the helpers 
and sports leaders who assisted 
on the day.’

Dale Kupris, Active School 
co-ordinator, gave a special 
thanks to Arinagour for making 
the long journey.

Taynuilt

Oban Lorne’s Dave McCabe dives over for a try during last Saturday’s match against 
Cambuslang at Glencruitten. 07_t18rugby01

Captain of Dunstaffnage 
Trophy at Glencruitten on 
Saturday were Michael 
Kelly 65 – 4 = 61 and Graham 
MacColl 64 – 2 = 62.

In the Isis Cup Ian Harris 
leads the way with a score of 
73 – 11 = 62, followed by John 
Lafferty 83 – 19 = 64.

of the Terry Ng Trophy takes 
place.

Glencruitten

Sportsdesk
01631 568000

RBS West Division 2
Oban Lorne 38

WITH promotion from West 
Division 2 still mathematically 
possible Oban Lorne searched 

game of the season as mid-table 
Cambuslang visited Glencruit-
ten on Saturday. 

The Green Machine were dealt 
a huge blow the previous week-
end with a very unlucky 32-30 
defeat away to promotion rivals 
Garnock, so a bonus point win 
was a must to have a chance of 
clinching promotion to the top 
level of regional rugby.

The home side made a good 
start to a fairly open game with 
the large pack dominating the 
contact area. Oban winger Ca-
lum MacLachlan continued his 
fantastic run of form by scoring 

to put the Green Machine 12-0 

by powering over the line from 
out wide after a good passage 
of play from the Oban backs. 
The second came from broken 
play as a result of a Cambuslang 

clearing kick which the power-

off from 30 metres out.
Oban built upon their early 

lead after 25 minutes with some 
good build up play from the 
Wright brothers allowing Con-

left wing. Centre Craig slotted 
a kick over the Cambuslang 
backline that eventually found 
the hands of his brother Allan 
who passed to replacement 
fullback Ferris, who had taken 

Lawson.
Both teams traded a try apiece 

before the break with Oban 
touching down from a driving 
maul on the line through Corrie 
Louw after a response from the 
visitors.

Cambuslang’s backline had 
been impressing all afternoon 
and were rewarded with a try 
early into the second half to 
narrow the gap to 24-14.

Oban were frustrating the home 
crowd with some poor discipline 
and below par tackling but the 
home pack remained dominant 

as Louw again touched down 
from a driving maul to increase 
the lead to 31-14, aided with a 
good conversion from Craig 
Wright.

With 10 minutes to go Cam-
buslang scored another try out 
wide after some patient build up 

scoring late on through Dave 
McCabe.

After only three defeats in 
the league season Oban Lorne 
currently sit top of the league, 
however this will most likely 

weeks as second placed Garnock 
and third placed Carrick will be 
comfortable favourites to win 
their games in hand.

Nonetheless, it has been an 

season at this level for Oban 
Lorne, who now begin their 
sevens season at Lochaber this 
Saturday.

The Oban Lorne Sevens 
tournament will be held on 
Saturday, May 17 at the rugby 
club from noon.

RESULTS of the Mens Western 
Isles Trophy - 1 Richard Inglis 
39 points; 2 Graham Davidson 
38 points; 3 Mike Campbell 37 
points.

Tobermory
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Fixtures

Results

SHINTY

Camanachd Cup 

  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts
Lovat  6        6        0        0      18        4       12
Newtonmore 5        4        0        1      14        5        8
Kingussie  5        3        1        1      10        7        7
Glenurquhart 5        2        1        2        9        5        5
Kyles Athletic 5        1        2        2        6      10        4
Kinlochshiel 6        1        0        5        8      15        2
Lochaber  3        0        1        2        5      12        1  
Inveraray  5        0        1        4        3      14        1

  
                                   P      W      D       L        F       A      Pts
Oban Camanachd 4        3       0        1        6        4        6
Cabereidh  3        2       0        1      15        5        4     
Kilmallie  2        2       0        0        6        1        4
Beauly  5        2       0        3      10      11        4
Fort William 1        1       0        0        4        1        2
Glasgow MA 4        1       0        3        9       11       2
Glenorchy  3        1       0        2        4        9        2
Bute  2        0       0        2        1      10       -2

  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts      
Skye  4        4        0        0      12        0        8
Newtonmore 6        3        0        3      18        8        6
Strathglass 3        2        0        1      13        5        5
Glenurquhart 5        2        1        2      12      12        5
Kingussie  6        2        1        3      14      17        5  
Beauly  6        2        1        3        9      19        5
Inverness  5        1        2        2      14      16        4
Lovat  5        1        0        4        7      22        2

  P       W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Kyles Athletic 5        2        2        1       13       7        6
Ballachulish 3        2        1        0       14       3        5
Strachur  4        1        2        1        7        9        4
Aberdour  2        1        1        0        4        2        3
Kilmory  3        1        1        1        4        4        3
Lochside Rovers 4        0        2        2        6       12       2
Oban Celtic 2        0        1        1        1        9        1
Taynuilt  1        0        0        1        0        3        0

  P       W      D        L       F        A      Pts
Fort William 4        3        0        1       13      9        6
Glengarry  3        3        0        0        5        2        6
Boleskine  6        3        0        3       15      18       6
Lochaber  4        1        1        2        8        8        3
Kinlochshiel 4        1        2        1        8        4        2
Skye  4        1        0        3        9        9        2
Aberdeen Uni 3        0        1        2        2       10       1
Lochcarron 0        0        0        0        0        0        0

                                  P       W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Tayforth  6        5        1        0      18        4       11
Inveraray  6        4        2        0      18        3       10
Col Glen  8        4        1        3      32       11       9
Glasgow MA  6        4        0        2      27        9        8
Bute  6        3        0        3      12      15        4
Ballachulish 5        1        0        4        8      19        2
Glenorchy  5        1        0        4        6      19        2
Aberdour  6        0        0        6        5      46        0

                                  P       W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Caberfeidh 6        4        1        1       24       9        9
Strathspey 6        3        1        2       12     17        6
Lochbroom 5        2        2        1        9        7        6
Kilmallie  5        2        1        2       16     10        5
Lewis  5        1        1        3        8      14        3
Inverness  5        1        0        4        7      19        2

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

best for shinty
news, views

and photographs

Aberdour 0 - 3 Oban Caman
Ft William 1 - 0 Glenurquhart 
Glasgow MA 4 - 1 Bute 
Inveraray 1 - 5 Kyles Athletic 
Newtonmore 4 - 0 Kilmallie 
Lochaber 0 - 1 Kingussie 
Lovat  2 - 1 Kinlochshiel 

Taynuilt 1 - 4 Glenorchy  

Lochcarron 2 - 4 Inverness

Kingussie 0 - 1 Skye 
Newtonmore 0 - 1 Lovat 
Strathglass 3 - 3 Beauly

Kyles Ath 6 - 2 Lochside  
Oban Celtic 0  - 8 Ballachulish  
Kilmory 1 - 3Strachur

Aberdeen Uni 1 - 2 Boleskine 
Kinlochshiel 0 - 0 Lochaber 
Skye 0 - 2 Fort William

Bute 4 - 0 Aberdour  
Col Glen 2 - 6 Tayforth 
Glenorchy P - P Glasgow MA
Unplayable Field
Inveraray 5 - 1 Ballachulish

Caberfeidh 8 - 1 Strathspey  
Kilmallie P - P Inverness     
Unplayable Field

Ballachulish v Oban Celtic  
Ronnie Campbell
Beauly v Oban Camanachd  
Graham Cameron
Bute v Taynuilt   
Colin MacDonald - 12pm
Caberfeidh v Kilmory  
Ron Kennedy - 3pm
Glasgow MA v Fort William  
David Mitchell - 3pm
Glenorchy v Skye  
Lachie Wood - 3pm
Strachur v Kilmallie   

Strathglass v Inverness  
Robert Morrison

Newtonmore v Kingussie  
Evan MacRae - 12pm

Glenurquhart v Lovat  
John Angus Gillies
Inveraray v Kyles Athletic  
Billy Wotherspoon
Kinlochshiel v Lochaber  
Innes Wood  
Newtonmore v Kingussie  
Deek Cameron - 3pm

Aberdour v Lochside Rovers  
Daniel MacRae - 12pm 

Boleskine v Skye   
Martin MacLean
Fort William v Kinlochshiel  
John MacGregor
Lochaber v Glengarry  
John Matheson 
Lochcarron v Aberdeen Uni  
Iain Kennedy

Aberdour v Inveraray  
Calum Girvan - 3pm
Bute v Col Glen   
Duncan Freshwater - 3pm
Glasgow MA v Tayforth  
Ted McDonald - 12pm 
Glenorchy v Ballachulish  
Neil MacDonald - 12pm

Inverness v Lochbroom  
Andy MacLean
Lewis v Strathspey   
Archie Ritchie
(All throw ups 2.30 unless

Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup

made the
trip to Oban again this week and
instead of waiting till the last 10
minutes to start playing began
sharp and opened the scoring
through Lorne Brown in the

They continued to press and
went further ahead through
Brown again in the 28th minute.
On the few trips up the park
Oban Celtic did not manage to
test the keeper, indeed MacPhee
in the Balla goal never had a save
to make in the entire match.

The game ended as a contest
when Kenny Wotherspoon, after
having won a free hit, lashed out
at his opponent, giving referee
Lachie Wood little alternative
but to send him off the park in
the 42nd minute.

In the second half further
goals from Brown (57 and 83

in the 52nd minute and Scott
Henderson in the 64th minute

Ballachulish.
The teams meet again in the

Scottish Cup, when Celtic will
be hoping for a closer result.

president
David Hamilton has called
on his players to show more
discipline after team captain
Kenny Wotherspoon was sent
off in last weekend’s 8-0 defeat
to Ballachulish.

dismissed just before half time
after a display of petulance that
gave referee Lachie Wood no
option.

Hamilton said: ‘It was just
sheer stupidity. The boys have
got to show better discipline,

-
ers.’

With Gary McKerracher and
Daniel Madej still missing
from the backline, Celtic’s
young defence struggled to
cope with Balla’s Lorne Brown,
who scored four goals, and

MacDonald.
Hamilton said: ‘Young Iain

MacFarlane was up against John
MacDonald and he did well and
I thought Andy MacDonald had
a steady game but we really
missed Madej at full back.’

Celtic await news of Madej’s
injury ahead of this weekend’s
rematch with Ballachulish, this
time at Jubilee Park in the Scot-
tish Hydro Camanachd Cup.

man-
ager Gussie Campbell says he
won’t need to do anything to

weekend’s Camanachd Cup tie
with fellow National Division
team Beauly.

The coach has put cup success
on his wish list for the season
and wants his side to go as far as
possible in the Scottish Cup.

‘If you can’t get up for a Scot-
tish Cup game, you might as
well put your boots and your
stick in the cupboard. This is the
big one.’

Camanachd won 1-0 at Beauly

Kyles Athletic goalkeeper Kenny MacDonald clears his lines during the Artemis Macaulay Cup tie 
against Inveraray. The Tichnabruaich side went on to win the game 5-1. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Fort William’s Stevie Stewart does just enough to prevent Glenur-
quhart’s  Lewis MacLennan getting his shot away. 20_f18shinty01

in their only league meeting so
far this season but the Highland-
ers beat the Oban side in the
same round of the same cup last
year.

Campbell added: ‘We owe
them one after last season but
we know we are not in for an
easy game.’

Captain Scott MacMillan will
be missing for the tie but it is
hoped Andrew ‘Papa’ MacCuish
could return to an attack which
could be described as makeshift
last weekend against Aberdour.

Camanachd came away with
a 3-0 win, thanks to goals from
Aidan MacIntyre and stand-in

but the visitors made hard work
of their victory.

MacIntyre’s strike, said Camp-
bell, following a well worked
move, could be a contender for
goal of the season.

‘We are glad he’s come back,’
said Campbell of the returning
forward. ‘He’s working very
hard.’

have the chance to record

Saturday when they host an
under-strength Taynuilt at The
Meadows in the Scottish Hydro
Camanachd Cup.

The islanders’ struggles
continued last Saturday as they
were knocked out of the Artemis
Macaulay Cup by Glasgow Mid
Argyll, with Chris MacGowan
scoring the visitors’ only goal.

The second team, however,
brought some much-needed
cheer to the club by recording
a 4-0 win over Aberdour in
South Division Two, thanks
to goals from Ryan Craig, Ali

star man Willie
Neilson has been ruled out for
up to eight weeks with a shoul-
der injury as the village side
prepare for a trip to Bute in the
Camanachd Cup.

Neilson, alongside brother
Ewan at full back, has been
Taynuilt’s form player this
season and manager Davy
Thomson says he will be a huge
miss.

Thomson is also missing a
number of players through
work commitments for the trip
overseas.

‘It is a cup game, so I am
happy to give some of the young
boys a chance,’ said Thomson.
‘It also gives us more time to
get up to speed for the league
campaign, which is the priority
this season.’

A Stephen Parr consolation
goal was all Taynuilt had to
show for a decent display
against neighbours Glenorchy
in last weekend’s Macaulay Cup

The home side had a glorious
opportunity to open the scoring
but passed it up and conceded as
early as the 15th minute, eventu-
ally losing 4-1.

will be glad
their Camanachd Cup tie with
Skye is scheduled to be played
in Dalmally.

It means the visitors will be the
ones facing a long trek ahead of
the tie, which looks to be a tight
encounter.

Glenorchy warmed up with a
4-1 victory in the Cruachanside
derby match at Taynuilt, pro-

Macaulay Cup in the process.
Findlay Ross opened the

scoring in the 15th minute and
Duncan Smith followed up with
a hat trick.

North Division one leaders
make

the long trip to play Glenorchy in
the Scottish Hydro Camanachd

-
ing their 100 per cent league
record with a narrow 1-0 win at
Kingussie, courtesy of a second
half Shockie MacLennan goal.

Kenny MacLeod and Chris
Rose both sustained knocks

for the Glenorchy game.
Skye coach John MacLeod

said: ‘Hopefully they will be
okay and we will be at full
strength.

‘I don’t know a lot about
Glenorchy but going by their
results they beat Taynuilt 4-1
at the weekend so they deserve
respect.

‘We will just have to see what
we can do on the day. We will
go down there and give it eve-
rything.

‘We are on a good run at the
moment and we kept another
clean sheet on Saturday so we
have nothing to fear.’

face a tough test
when they take on National

this weekend’s Scottish Hydro
Camanachd Cup tie.

The Mid Argyll men will
make the four-hour journey to
Strathpeffer for the encounter
and will hope to turn their for-
tunes around after a 3-1 defeat
at the hands of Strachur at the
weekend.

The side went a goal down

equaliser came just before the
half hour mark thanks to Colin
Campbell.

But, Strachur came back in the
second half to score two goals
just past the hour mark to clinch
their victory.

make the
long trip to play Glasgow Mid
Argyll in the Scottish Hydro

on a high after their defeat of
Glenurquhart in the Artemis
Macaulay Cup last weekend.

Fort co-manager Adi Rob-
ertson singled out outstanding
performances from young wing
backs Lewis Smith and Jamie
Cruickshank and wing centres

-
lum Shepherd for helping to seal
the win against the premiership
side, which was secured through
a 72nd minute Arran MacPhee
strike.

- but that’s not to take anything
away from the rest because the
whole team played very well.

‘If we had a bit more compo-
sure up front we would have
won more comfortably but their
keeper had some really good
saves as well.

‘We played GMA a couple
of years ago and won comfort-
ably but we go down there with
caution because they knocked
out Kilmallie last year. We are
looking forward to it but we will
take nothing for granted.’

Niall MacPhee will be out
for two weeks after getting
red-carded late on against Glen-
urquhart while Gary Innes is a
doubt after suffering a broken

Robertson said: ‘We are very
disappointed to lose Niall - he is

Chris Bamber or Bryan Simpson
could slot in at full centre, added
Robertson.

will hope to build
on their 3-1 victory at the week-
end when they play Kilmallie in

The Scottish Hydro Camanachd
Cup.

The Cowal side will have home
advantage for the match, but
will have to give it their all for
the game against the National
Division side.

Strachur now sit third in
South Division One after a win
against Argyll rivals Kilmory
on Saturday.

Goals came courtesy of Rhys
Campbell, Andy Robertson and
Angus Campbell.

head south for a

round encounter with Strachur
looking to bounce back from
last weekend’s 4-0 defeat at
Newtonmore.

The Caol men gave themselves
a mountain to climb after losing
two goals inside 11 minutes but
resolute defence and a brilliant
performance from 16-year-old
Shane Gillies in goal lim-
ited ’More to just two additional
goals late in the second half.

Kilmallie coach Duncan
Kelly, who was goalkeeper for
Fort William, Lochaber and
Kilmallie, said: ‘Shane Gillies
was absolutely superb for us.

‘For someone so young some
of his saves were phenomenal
and he saved a penalty from
Danny MacRae with his feet.

‘I have seen many good goal-
keeping performances over the
years and that was right up there
- he stopped so many rocket
shots.

‘Fair play to the lad - he did
well.’

against Strachur without Martin
Stewart who broke his thumb
against Newtonmore, but apart
from that should have a full
squad.

Kelly said: ‘We have not
played them in years so we will
see what we can do. We really
don’t know much about them.’

Orion Group
Premiership

welcome
derby rivals Lovat in the Scot-

Neil Reid will return to the for-
ward line after being sidelined
with a hamstring strain.

Full centre Ewan Brady was
also an absentee in the 0-1
Macaulay Cup defeat at Fort
William through work com-
mitments and is a doubt for
Saturday.

James MacPherson, however,
could be back in the squad after

week lay off with a hamstring
tear.

Glen coach Billy MacLean
said: ‘Lovat have been a real
success story this season - Allan
MacRae is doing a fantastic job
there.

‘It’s just a case of putting the
Fort William game behind us
- this is one of those games that
is easier to prepare for because if
the boys are not up for this one
there’s something far wrong.

‘We will need to put out pretty
much our full side to give Lovat
a game.

‘They have a very, very fast
forward line but our defence has
been playing well and if we can
hold the Lovat forwards we have
a chance.’

travel over the hill to
Blairbeg Park to take on local
rivals Glenurquhart in the
Orion Group Premiership after

the Macaulay Cup.
Lovat will be without Craig

Mainland, who suffered a
broken arm against ’Shiel, but
Calum MacAulay and Jamie
Matheson could make a return
to the team.

Lovat manager Allan MacRae
said: ‘It’s a local derby and these

games are always tight - I’m sure
it will be a well contested game.

‘I know Glenurquart will be
smarting after losing to Fort
William in the Macaulay but
Fort William are probably more

-
sion side so you can’t draw too
much from that result.

‘The whole team has been
playing well and we will just go
out and play our own game - it’s
just a matter of looking to see
who’s best suited for each match
we play.’

MacRae was relieved to come
away with the win against ’Shiel
in a match he described as ‘50-
50’.

He said: ‘We knew it would be
hard fought. But it was a crack-
ing strike from Kevin Bartlett
for the winner - he took it very
well.’

player-man-
ager Garry MacPherson says he

players more freedom, as he
looks to kick-start a stuttering
season so far.

Last weekend’s disappointing
5-1 home defeat to Kyles Ath-
letic in the Artemis Macaulay
Cup was made even worse for
MacPherson, who suffered a
shattered knuckle and broken

Restricted to touchline duties
for the foreseeable future, the
coach has urged his trophy-
winning players to step up to
the mark, as both Argyll teams

in the Orion Group Premiership
this Saturday.

MacPherson said: ‘I’ve got a
couple of ideas up my sleeve for
the Kyles game.

players, who have loads of
winners’ medals and know the
score, but they are not using
that to their advantage because
there’s a lack of belief in the
team.

‘They should be using their
initiative, doing things that
make the Kyles players think,
rather than them making us
think all the time, which is what
happened on Saturday.

‘I want to remove the shackles
a bit and give the players free-
dom to try things.’

A Euan McMurdo penalty on
71 minutes was all ’Aray had
to show for the dominance they
had at times last Saturday.

Forward Lewis McNichol
should return for the Royal
Burgh but long-term absentee
Douglas Dando is still nursing a
hamstring injury and is unlikely
to feature.

im-
proving form continued last
Saturday as they were clinical in
kicking Argyll rivals Inveraray
out of this season’s Macaulay
Cup.

But the Tighnabruaich men
have it all to do again as they
return to Winterton Park this
weekend to take on ’Aray in the
Orion Group Premiership.

Kyles trainer James Perlich
was ecstatic with the 5-1 win
last Saturday, which came
courtesy of goals from Roddy

‘It was a brilliant team per-
formance,’ said Perlich. ‘I am
very happy with the attitude and
how the team performed.

hurt by their performance so
we will need to raise it another
gear.

‘After showing progress in the
last couple of weeks I am sure
this will happen.’

Kyles’ second team had a
handsome victory over Lochside
Rovers in Tighnabruaich with
goals from Innes MacDonald

Gordon Whyte.

return to the
pressing business of boosting
their points tally in the league
after taking Lovat down to the
wire in the Macaulay Cup last
time out, when they became the

the Kiltarlity side a win in the
regulation 90 minutes.

A rocket shot from Kevin

period put paid to ’Shiel’s hopes
but truth be told they could
have won the match and if they
can replicate that form against
Lochaber coach Colin Fraser
would be delighted.

He said: ‘The game could have
gone either way and I thought
we played very well.

‘The whole team impressed
me, especially the defence, and
both teams were pretty well
matched.

‘Jordan Fraser had a chance
near the end to make it 2-1 and
if that had gone in the game was
all over.’

He added: ‘We want to take
something from the game
against Lochaber but I’m sure
they will have points at the back
of their minds as well. It should
be a good encounter.’

’Shiel’s valiant effort at
Lovat came at a cost as stalwart
defender Paul MacRae suffered
a broken arm and could be out
for the rest of the season. David
Falconer could make his return
after recovering from a broken
shoulder.

must put the dis-
appointment of the 0-1 defeat to
Kingussie in the Macaulay Cup
behind them to concentrate on
getting a result at Kinlochshiel
to improve their lowly standing
in the Orion Group Premier-
ship.

Coach Robert Johnstone has
not had his problems to seek in

Saturday will be no different
with Ben Delaney, Donald Mac-

-
son is rated at 50-50 because he

On the plus side, Martin
Johnstone will return from
suspension.

Johnstone said: ‘The season
has not been ideal because we
have not had the same team two
weeks running. All our younger
players will have to work that
bit harder - it’s a bit of a baptism

inconsistency of the team is our
biggest bugbear.

‘It will be very important for
us to get a win as we only have
one point from three games but
it will be a hard struggle for us.’

welcome a
rejuvenated Kingussie to The
Eilan for a local derby which
could go a long way in determin-
ing who will be the likelier side
to challenge Lovat at the top of

the Orion Group Premiership.
’More manager PJ MacKintosh

is all too aware 0f the importance
of the game - and of the threat
Kings pose.

He said said: ‘This is a biggie
for us. Kingussie are playing

to beat.
‘Our record against them in re-

cent years is very good but they
have shown a big improvement
this year.

‘They are third in the league
and more importantly not con-
ceding goals so it will be tough.
If they beat us they go above us
- so a win is crucial.’

will overhaul
local rivals Newtonmore in
the Orion Group Premiership
if they can upset last season’s
champions at The Eilan.

Kings are in solid form ahead
of the derby clash after beat-
ing Lochaber 1-0 away in the
Artemis MacAulay Cup last
weekend and lie just a point
behind ’More in the league.

Coach Russell Jones will have
a full squad at his disposal with
Lee Bain back from suspension,
Gary Munro back from injury
and Savio Genini available after
missing last weekend game
against Lochaber through fam-
ily commitments.

Jones said: ‘We have been
playing very well and we also
look forward to derby games.

‘We have not had a good
record against them over the
past couple of years so we will
be looking to turn that around.

‘Our defence has been playing
well and we are not bothered
about doing anything different
on Saturday.’

South Division One
Rovers face a

tough trip to Fife to take on
Aberdour in South Division One
this Saturday.

The young side suffered a 6-2
defeat by Kyles Athletic in last
weekend’s league encounter at
Tighnabruaich. Lorne Dickie
and Scott Dempster got the
goals for the visitors.

South Division Two
junior

team played their third away
-

being 1-0 down to a Fraser Watt
strike in the 43rd minute.

They were stretched in the
second half and goals from
Fraser Watt, Iain MacDonald,
Ross Anderson and Ewan Fyfe
put the home team well ahead.

Ballachulish scored a late
consolation through Patrick
Carr in the 85th minute to make

team. Ballachulish’s second
team are beginning to wonder

arrangers as they play their

this weekend, this time against
Glenorchy at Dalmally.

North Division Two
travel to Spean

Bridge to take on local rivals
Lochaber hoping to preserve
their 100 per cent record in
North Division 2.

’Garry have three wins from
three, each one a single goal vic-
tory, and lie second in the table
behind Fort William on goal
difference.
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Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and fixtures

FOOTBALL
LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division - Oban Saints 
3, Finnart 0; Premier Division 
One - Eaglesham 3, Dunoon 4; 
Rolls Royce East Kilbride 0, 
Campbeltown Pupils 3; Division 
1A - Tarbert 3, Millbeg 2.

Premier Division - Castlemilk v 
Oban Saints; Premier Division 
One - Dunoon v Rutherglen; 
Paisley v Campbeltown 
Pupils; Division 1A - Tarbert v 
Millerston Thistle.

FOOTBALL

Oban Hockey Club 
lose out in final

Weather
Thursday Cloudy
 Winds moderate east north easterly
 Temperatures 2°C to 10ºC

Friday Sunny periods
 Winds light easterly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 11ºC.

Weekend Cloudy with light rain
Outlook Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 10ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, May 1, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  00.59   0.7 06.45 3.9 13.06       0.7       18.53      3.9
Fri  01.38 0.9 07.19 3.7 13.43       0.9       19.27      3.8     
Sat  02.15 1.1 07.45 3.5 14.22       1.0       20.02      3.6
Sun  02.54 1.4 08.31 3.3      15.04      1.3       20.40      3.4
Mon  03.38 1.6 09.13 3.1 15.50 1.5        21.23      3.2
Tues       04.29      1.8  10.05 2.9 16.42       1.6       22.16      3.0
Wed  05.33   2.0 11.26 2.8 17.40       1.7       23.30       2.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

6

Bowling Club hands 
out the prizes

Scottish Amateur League
Premier Division
Oban Saints 3

Finnart 0
FINNART were the visitors 
to Glencruitten for this top 
of the table clash and the big 
crowd of supporters certainly 
got their money’s worth in this 
encounter which was not for the 
faint-hearted which saw three 
red cards, numerous yellows and 
two penalty saves in an enthral-
ling match which the home side 
won by three goals to nil.

The visitors started the better 
of the two teams and almost took 
the lead in the 7th minute, but 
Colin Carswell got back to clear 
the ball off the line.

Saints gradually hauled them-
selves back into the game and 
Lewis Cameron came close with 
a good shot.

Allan MacKay should have 
opened the scoring for the 
home side in the 17th minute 
when Ross Maitland sent over a 
tantalising cross from the right, 
but Allan’s header went straight 

The game was pretty evenly 
balanced now with both teams 
going at each other hammer and 
tongs  but generally the defences 
were on top.

Saints took the lead in the 29th 
minute when Lewis Cameron 

on the left hand side before 
crossing to the far post for Ross 
Maitland who volleyed the ball 
home past Finnart netminder 
Daniel Terry - a well worked 
goal.

the ball was booted clear.

Saints penalty area with players 
from both sides involved which 
resulted in Finnart’s Danny 
Simpson and substitute John 
Jack, who had raced from the 
halfway line to get involved, be-
ing shown red cards along with 
Saints’ Craig MacEwan.

After order was restored ref-
eree David Cameron restarted 
the game and thankfully eve-
rything settled down with both 
sets of players getting on with 
the game.

The second half was much 

teams, now with 10 men apiece, 
going at each other right from 
the start.

Second penalty
The visitors had a great chance 

to equalise when they were 
awarded their second penalty 
of the afternoon this time when 
Donald Campbell was penalised 

again Daniel Cassels was up to 
the mark making a brilliant save 
from Brian Blair’s spot kick.

This seemed to knock the 

the home side that started to gain 
control of the game, knocking 

Saints lost the services of 
striker Allan MacKay with a 
knee injury, his place up front 
being taken by Mattie Rippon 
and what an impact he was going 
to have on the game.

get to the byeline and cut a great 
ball back for Donnie Campbell 
but he was leaning back and his 
shot screamed over the bar.

Lewis Cameron was torment-
ing the Finnart defence with 

Saints’ keeper saves two penalties 
to keep league title hopes on track 
Oban side closing in on league 
title, but still a lot of work to do

Scotish Amateur Football League - Premier Division
      P       W       D       L        F        A        Pts
1    Haldane United    14       9        3        2        39       23       30
2    Oban Saints    12       8        4        0        34       14       28
3    St Joseph’s FP    15       8        4        3        45       28       28
4    Finnart    14       8        3        3        42       28       27
5    Busby     17       7        2        8        35       44       23
6    Inverclyde    14       4        4        6        28       30       16
7    Castlemilk    16       3        7        6        37       44       16  
8    Thorn Athletic    12       4        3        5        17       19       15
9    Alba Thistle    16       5        0       11       28       47       15
10  Kilbowie Union    16       1        2       13       28       56        5

more ways than one in the 33rd 
minute. Finnart were awarded 
a penalty for a foul by Colin 

stepped up to take the spot kick 
but Saints keeper Daniel Cas-
sells made a brilliant save before 

some penetrating runs and it 
took a last ditch tackle to stop 
him racing through on goals.

Saints needed a second goal 
to ease the nerves as Finnart 
always looked dangerous on the 
break and that vital goal came 
in the 84th minute when Mattie 
Rippon picked the ball up and 
raced goalwards. He avoided 
a couple of last ditch tackles 
before thumping a great right 

foot shot past the helpless Daniel 
Terry and into the bottom right 
hand corner of the net.

Icing
Two minutes later the icing 

was put on the cake when 
Lewis Cameron jinked past two 
defenders before cutting the ball 
back from the byeline for Mattie 
Rippon to drill the ball home to 

Manager Iain Jackson was a 

very happy man after the match. 
He said: ‘It was a tough physical 

and I thought the referee handled 
the match very well.

‘Thankfully after the wee stra-

settled down and got on with the 
game.

-
alty saves were obviously major 
turning points but I thought we 

were the better team on the day 
and deserved the three points in 
a hard-fought encounter.’

Saints were due to make the 

(Wednesday) to take on James-

Jimmy Marshall Trophy.
On Saturday the Oban side are 

on their travels again when they 
take on Castlemilk in a crucial 
league game. 

Daniel Cassells - saved two 
penalty kicks

Mattie Rippon leaves Finnart defenders Dale Wallace and Andrew Blair in his wake as he weaves his way through before thumping a 
great right foot drive into the bottom corner of the net to make the score 2-0.  07_t18saints03

THE END of session dinner and 
prizegiving for Connel Carpet 
Bowling Club was recently held 
and well supported by members 
and friends.

Prizewinners for the season were as 
follows: Mr & Mrs A. B. MacPhee Cup 
(club champion) - Mike Perrett; Albrecht 
Cup (ladies singles) - Rosemary Miller; 
MacPherson Shield (Christmas doubles) 
- Marion Fisher and Iain Miller; Club 
Doubles Shield - Sandy Carr and 
Iain Boyd; The Dugie Boyd Memo-
rial Trophy (singles) - Marion Fisher; 
Cruachan Cup (singles) - Iain Miller; 
League Rinks Team - Marion Fisher 
(skip), Caroline Ronald, Marian Carr, 
Jean Twort.

CARPET BOWLS

McPhee crashes out 
in Argentina

MOTOR CYCLING
A CRASH while battling for 
fourth place dashed any hopes 
John McPhee had of consolidat-
ing his strong start to the season 
in the Moto3 race at Termas de 
Rio Hondo, Argentina.

McPhee lost the front end 

at turn two and slid out of 
contention.

The RSF-backed rider had 

having made a rapid rise up the 
order from 13th on the grid to 

and was battling to regain the 
place amid the constant jockey-
ing for position when he hit the 
deck at the start of lap eight.

‘It was my own fault,’ he said. 
‘It was really tight with the lot 
of us covered by less than half 
a second which meant I had to 
get a little bit defensive to make 
sure I got a good run out of the 
corner without getting passed.

‘Unfortunately the front end 
folded and I didn’t get quite the 

McPhee doesn’t have time to 
dwell on his latest result, as he 

Spain.

FOOTBALL
Athletic at home

OBAN Athletic take on 
Minorities Youth Foundation in 

Trophy at home on Saturday.
Athletic had no game last 

weekend.

OBAN made a winning start to 
this season’s West Argyll League 
as they hosted Ardrishaig Bowl-
ing Club on the Oban Green.

triples last Saturday, with Oban 
winning three out of four games 
to win 10 of the 12 points avail-
able.

Teams from Ardrishaig, 
Tarbert, Lochgilphead and Oban 
play each other on a home and 
away basis to determine the 
winner of this league.

The following day, 16 pairs 
played for the annual Caledonian 
Trophy on the Oban Green.

Section winners
Out of the round robin stages 

emerged the four section win-
ners: Donnie Douglas and Flo 
Smith, Sandy Carr and Rose-
mary Miller, Anne Campbell 
and Sandra Grieve and Anne 
MacDougall and Moira Spread-
bury.

Oban Bowling Club president Iain Boyd presents Anne MacDou-
gall, left, and Moira Spreadbury with the Caledonian Trophy. 

then played Anne and Moira,
who  had beaten Anne and 
Sandra by the narrowest of 

Winning start for Oban bowlers

competition of the year.

BOWLS WITH numbers continuing to 
rise, the west coast of Scotland 
once again broke its own record 
when 39 players picked up their 
cues and headed to The Lancaster 
Hotel for the Scottish Eightball 
Pool Federation’s second tour 
event of the season.

With seven preliminary 
matches to be played before the 
main draw even got underway 

some of the contenders for the 
title were going to be making 

the elimination of tour one event 
winner Brian Edwards, who lost 
4-1 to Laura Ann Sneddon.

Gerry Davies, a newcomer to 
the tour scene, faced a couple 
of his league team mates in the 

- 2 victory over Peter MacMillan 
and a 4 – 1 victory over Ryan 
MacAulay to set up a tie with 15-
year-old Damien Williamson in 

off a tough challenge from the 
junior to progress to the semi 

it went frame for frame against 
Laura Ann Sneddon but with 
three missed attempts on the 
black in the seventh and eighth, 
Gerry seized the opportunity 
to punish Laura Ann and again 
won 5 – 3 earning his place in 

Harder route
In the bottom half of the draw 

Gordon McKenzie had a much 

after narrowly getting through 

squad member Brandon Ferris 
in the second round.

leaving Gordon to play two of 
the best players in the town, 
Jim Muir and Geo Adam, how-
ever Gordon was on a mission to 

of both players.

missing shots which had been 
routine to them all day and it 
could only have been put down 
to nerves. 

Gerry took an early 4 – 1 lead 
and although Gordon managed 
to pull back a couple of frames, 
it was not enough to stop the 
Welsh wizard, as he is known to 
his team mates.  

Final score Gerry Davies 6 – 3 
Gordon McKenzie.   

Seeds have been drawn for the 
tour three event: 1 Jim Muir, 
2 Gordon McKenzie, 3 Brian 
Edwards, 4 Geo Adam, 5 Mark 
Reilly, 6 Laura Ann Sneddon, 7 
Gerry Davies, 8 Barry Clark.

The Scottish Eightball Pool 
Federation thanked everyone 
in Region 5 for their continued 
support.

POOL

Gerry wins second tour event

OBAN Hockey Club’s turna-
round in fortunes continued 
at the recent Grange Hockey 
Club Easter Tournament in 
Edinburgh.

This popular tournament 
attracts clubs from across the 

gender format across two days.
Day one saw Oban notch up 

two wins out of three matches 
and heading the leader board 
overnight.

A further clean sweep of 
victories on day two saw them 

over two days Oban went 

to tell and despite dominating 

A penalty shoot out decided 

ultimately lost out 3-0.
However, ladies captain 

Charmaine Love had a personal 
victory in a penalty dribble 
competition.

Oban Hockey Club train on 
Thursday nights at the high 
school from 6pm - 8pm and 
welcome all potential new 
members.

HOCKEY
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FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

Lochaber Action on Disability • Lochaber District

Lunch Club
Freshly prepared two course home-made cuisine

Every day: Monday - Friday
Arrive for 12.30pm
Served at 1.00pm

£4.50 per head
Come along and enjoy our open 

friendly manner at Caol Community Centre
All ages welcome

L.A.D.’s fully accessible transport available on request.
Give us a call on 01397 701171 and ask for 

Laura or just turn up and give us a try!

LAD 
COMMUNITY CAFE
(You can find us opposite Caol Post Office, Glenloy Street, Caol)

Monday - Friday 9.30 - 3.00pm • Saturday 9.30 - 12.30pm

Chef’s Special
Homemade Soup, Toastie 

and a cup of tea / coffee £3.80

Afternoon Special
Homemade scone 

and a cup of tea / Coffee £2.10
Hot or Cold Roll and Drink of your choice

(1 filling) £2.70, (2 fillings) £3.00

DRAGON’S Tooth Golf Course owner Laurence 
Young leases the ground for the garden centre to 
Mr Dickie and Ms Campbell.

He said: ‘Karen and Allan Dickie have brought 
new life and activity to the clubhouse and 
surrounds.  

‘We recognise the substantial investment they 
are personally making in their business on this 
part of the golf course, and note with admiration 

the sustainable, quality jobs that are being created.   
We believe that a small garden centre operation 
sits very well with the operation of the golf course 
and have always supported Karen and Allan in 
their plans.

‘To maintain and protect the estate, there needs 
to be a mix of commercial activity alongside strong 
conservation and professional land management.  
We seek to achieve this balance.’

THE SOLE objector to the garden centre was 
Highland Council’s own Lochaber south forestry 

place.

said: ‘The sales cabin was already constructed and 
a sign on the building stated that it would be open 
on April 1, which seemed rather presumptious.

‘I am extremely concerned by the blatant disregard 
for the presence of the existing mature trees and 
the early commencement of construction.

‘I strongly recommend that the application 

materials and buildings can be removed and the 
site replanted with trees.’

Supporting the application, local tree surgeon 
Iain Jenner said dead and diseased wood had been 
removed on safety grounds and for the trees’ health, 
and recommended replanting with native species. 
He stated: ‘Whilst a small area of woodland with 
broadleaf canopy has been removed, effort has been 
made and is intended to be made to maximise the 
health and longevity of the remaining woodland 
trees whilst managing safety in a public area. In 
my opinion, the replacement of sycamore with 

to the environs of the site.’

HIGHLAND Council planners 
are expected to decide within 
days whether to give the go 
ahead to a Lochaber garden 
centre which is already trading.

Allan Dickie and business 
partner Karen Campbell applied 
for permission to build the centre 
at the Dragon’s Tooth Golf Club 
in Ballachulish on February 17.

Ground was cleared, a car park 
laid, several mature trees were 
cut down and a poly tunnel and 
sales cabin built in a woodland 
area next the clubhouse.

The venture opened for 
business on April 1 with a 
planning decision still pending,  
prompting some residents to 
complain to local Highland 
councillors. 

However, no formal objections 
from the general public were 
lodged.

Councillor Bren Gormley told 
The Oban Times: ‘I am going to 

the position is. People having 
been describing it to me as 
environmental vandalism.

‘It appears that a number of 
trees have taken down which 
should not have been taken 
down. 

‘An area where snowdrops 

been for a number of years has 
been destroyed.

‘There is quite a degree of 
anger about this and I do think 
it is a test for planners to retrieve 
come credibility.’

He added: ‘There have been 
complaints and concerns before 
that they have been too lenient in 
similar situations and this could 

make or break the reputation 
of the planning system. I’m 
certain there’s a good business 
opportunity there - whether it’s 
the right location I don’t know 
- but just to go ahead is not on.’

Councillor Andrew Baxter 
said: ‘It makes a mockery of the 
planning system that somebody 
is able to do this. 

Officer
‘If I wanted to build an extension 

would be knocking on my door 
pretty quickly.

‘Situations like this do make 
you wonder why you have any 
planning because the council is 
toothless to do anything about 
it.’

Planning team leader Susan 
MacMillan said because no 
complaints from the public had 

councillors, would decide the 
matter under delegated powers.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

A LOCHABER joiner has been convicted of 
throwing food at his estranged wife and slam-
ming her hand in an airing cupboard door during 
a heated row over a painting.

At Fort William Sheriff Court on Monday, 
Robert McConnachie denied both assaults on his 

trial.
McConnachie, 38, formerly of 28 Anaheilt, 

Strontian, but now living in Banchory, committed 
the offences at the family home on March 4.

The court heard from Laura McConnachie, 
also 38, that her husband arrived unannounced 
with his mother and stepfather Jacqueline and 
Hamilton Smith while she was having dinner in 
the kitchen.

McConnachie, she said, went through to the 
living room and noticed a picture painted by Mr 
Smith was missing from the wall and started 
‘storming about the place’ demanding where it 
was.

She said: ‘I removed the painting from the wall. 

It was a gift to myself from Hamilton. It was a 
beautiful painting and my husband knew it meant 
a lot to me. I told him it was in a safe place and 
that made him angry.

‘I knew it was going to get rough between my 
husband and I it was getting uncomfortable.

‘He picked up a plate of food and threw it over 
me then scraped the remaining food from the 
plate and threw it in my face.’

Upstairs, the row continued and she said her 
husband slammed the airing cupboard door on 
her hand. ‘He forced the palm of his hand into the 

Mrs McConnachie’s sister Julie Traynor and PC 

Laura’s hair, jumper and face but Jacqueline and 
Hamilton Smith insisted there was no food on 
Laura. Mrs Smith also said Laura had had come 
through to the living room on her hands and knees 

and said: ‘It’s up to you - I can have him arrested.’  
Mr McConnachie told the court his wife made up 

the story and he only grabbed the plate to get her 
attention because she was ignoring him. When 

but none went over Laura. He also said he only 
pushed the cupboard door to get past and was 
unaware his wife’s hand was in the way.

The painting, he said, was a gift to him and 

getting him out of the family home. Meanwhile, 
he had been living in a room three metres square 
for six months.

Summing up, Sheriff Richard Davidson did not 
believe McConnochie’s evidence that there had 
been ‘a wrestling match’ over the plate.

He said: ‘The reality is that you did throw food 
over Laura MacConnochie and that’s why her 
sister saw it when she arrived and why the police 

Laura’s behaviour towards your mother.
‘You are not a bad person and not likely to do 

this again. I am going to defer sentence for six 
months.’

THE ANNUAL Run Together Fort William 
2014 in aid of Cancer Research UK on 
Sunday was a poignant moment for one local 
man.

Mark Haldenby, 40, has been battling 
Hodgkinson’s lymphoma for two years 
and is facing more treatment, including a 
possible stem cell transplant, as he continues 
his struggle to beat the disease.

Despite his illness, Mark and his family 
completed the 5k walk at the event in aid of 
Cancer Research UK.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I think we will 

I am determined to beat this.’ Meanwhile, 
Caol ladies Noreen MacGillivray and Janet 
Campbell also completed the 5k route - in 
fancy dress and on their mobility scooters.

Both women have beaten cancer and raised 
over £100 each for Cancer Research UK on 
the day. Noreen, 69, told The Oban Times:
‘We have both recovered from cancer - that’s 
why we are doing this. We are full of fun, 
you take life in both your hands and enjoy 
it. I was diagnosed with cervical cancer nine 

assessment two years after that I was given 
the all clear.

‘I am so lucky - it’s a shame for people 
who don’t get a second chance at life but I 
am going to make the most of mine.’

Noreen, who worked at an Inverlochy 
care home then Nevis Range, added: ‘My 
advice to anyone who thinks there might be 
something wrong is to seek help right away. 
And if you are going to see the doctor take a 
member of the family with you.’

See Noreen and Janet and our full coverage 
of the event, page 12. 

Mark Haldenby, wife Caz and children Ebony, aged 12, Jorja, aged nine and four year-old Priya took part in the 5k walk on Sunday. 
20_f18run04

She said: ‘You have been told 
there is public unrest - we have 
had correspondence but no 
formal public objections.

‘If what they have done is or 
is not acceptable, regardless of 
whether of they have gone ahead 
without waiting for planning 
consent, we still have to decide 
it on the issues.

‘The main issue is access to 
the A828 and it depends on the 
assessment of that.

‘We are not at a point of 
determining the application yet. 
If it is refused there are powers 
to remove the development and 
make good. We would want to 
remedy the breach.’

In joint statement, Mr Dickie 
and business partner Karen 
Campbell said: ‘As operators of 
the proposed new garden centre 
at Dragons tooth Golf Course, 
Ballachulish we submitted a 
planning application earlier in 
the year for change of use for 
land surrounding the existing 
car park to accommodate the 
new venture.

‘We are currently working 
closely with the planning 
department in order to progress 

process. 
‘In the meantime, and in line 

with the permitted development 
rights afforded to the site, we 
have been operating the centre 
on a trial basis to gauge local 
interest and market for our new 
venture. 

‘Pending a successful outcome 
of our application we would 
hope to formally launch the new 
garden centre later in the spring 

to the local area. 
‘In addition it will secure and 

lead to the creation of up to six 
jobs in the area.’

Planners to decide 
garden centre fate

Joiner guilty of assaulting estranged wife

Business couple started trading with 
planning decision still pending

Golf course owner supports plans

Determined Mark completes 5k walk for charity

SKYE, Lochaber and Badenoch 
MSP Dave Thompson has backed 
a campaign to turn a decaying 
Fort William ancient monument 
into a major asset for the town.

Mr Thompson was given a tour 
of the Old Fort on the seafront last 
Friday by local group Friends of 
the Old Fort (FOOF), who fear 
that unless remedial works are 
carried out on the crumbling 
walls the scenic spot could end 
up being cordoned off on health 
and safety grounds.

The site is popular with coach 
parties and attracts an estimated 
10,000 visitors a year. However, 
the shoreline below the structure 
is a favourite haunt of late-night 

revellers who often leave booze 
bottles and cans behind.

Mr Thompson told The 
Oban Times: ‘One of the main 
problems is that Transport 
Scotland, the owners, do not 
have responsibility for ancient 
monuments. However they do 
have a responsibility to make it 
safe for public access.’ 

FOOF chairman Norrie Ma-
cLean said he had been bringing 
attention to the condition of 
the remains of the Old Fort for 
13 years. He said: ‘Nothing 
has been done. The upgrading 
of the Old Fort and its beach 
area, would create a feel-good 
factor for locals and visitors.’

Campaigning for the Old Fort: FOOF members Norrie MacLean, 
Pat Abernethy and John Rosie with local MSP Dave Thompson. 

20_f18oldfort02

Fight to save ancient fort
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CELTIC folk fusion combo Shooglenifty 
will be among the headline acts at a 
festival this weekend to celebrate local 
Skye promoter SEALL staging 1,000 
events since its inception in 1991.

Other top performers at SEALL Feis 
1000 in Sabhal Mòr Ostaig include 
traditional Scots singer Fiona Hunter of 
renowned folk group Malinky and Skye’s 
own Anne Martin, one of Scotland’s 
foremost Gaelic singers. The rest of the 

Tarskavaig Blues Band, Doc Livingston 
and a local ceilidh band before ending 
with a live DJ set into the early hours. 

The show, which kicks off at 5pm on 
Saturday, will be followed by a chill 

down jazz session on Sunday with Rick 
Taylor, Mario Caribe and others. 

SEALL director Duncan Macinnes 
said: ‘Reaching our 1,000th event is a 
huge achievement. 

‘We couldn’t think of a better way of 
marking the occasion than inviting a 
whole host of great musicians to come 
and celebrate with us over the day and 
into the evening.’

SEALL is also collecting 1,000 pairs 
of shoes for distribution to people who 
need them and raising money for local 
causes at the same time. 

Everyone attending is asked to bring 
along shoes they no longer need to donate 
to the SEALL Shoe Share Challenge. 

Annual Mallaig 
half marathon  
and walk 
MALLAIG and District 
Swimming Pool stages its 
annual Road to the Isles half 
marathon and Walk on the 
Wildside walking half marathon 
on Saturday.

Both events start from 
Beasdale Station on the A830 
near Arisaig with the walkers 
setting off at 10.30am and half 
marathon runners at 11am.

Homemade soup and baking 
await all participants at the 

will be accepted on the day. For 
further information contact the 
pool team on 01687 462229.

Neil MacGillivray from Caol treated spectators to a series of impromptu street stunts at West 
Highland Wheelers’ opening of their week-long festival at Inverlochy on Saturday evening. Neil, 

20, who works in the local Nevis Cycles bike shop in the village, is a big fan of bike stunt star Danny 
MacAskill from Dunvegan on Skye. 20_f18bike02

KINLOCHLEVEN rider Gary 
MacDonald is aiming to do 
Lochaber proud in the  Scottish 

The 30 year-old joiner claimed 
a superb third on the podium in 
last year’s event, which is widely 

trials competition.
The Lochaber and District 

Motorcycle Club (LDMCC) 
man, who is riding for MRS on 

can post another strong perform-
ance - despite a recent bout of 
illness.

MacDonald told The Oban 
Times: ‘My target is the same as 

in the top 10 and win it on the 
last day.

‘If I get the top 10 I will be 
happy and anything above that 
is a bonus. A lot depends on the 

want it sunny and dry because 
if it’s cold and miserable it sorts 

LOCHABER Mountain Rescue 
Team has warned hillwalkers to 
avoid steep snow slopes after two 
women were injured in separate 
falls on Ben Nevis.

was airlifted 3,000ft up to the 
Red Burn area on Saturday 
afternoon to help a woman hurt 
in a 400-metre slide down a 

While they attended to her 
another call came through that 
a second woman had dislocated 
her shoulder in a fall down a 

Both casualties were airlifted 
off the mountain by the Royal 
Navy rescue helicopter from 
Prestwick and taken to the Bel-
ford Hospital in Fort William.

Table tennis 
trophy night
FORT William Table Tennis 
Club will hold its trophy 
presentation  at the Nevis 
Centre on Saturday at 7pm.

Councillor Thomas MacLen-
nan, Joe Robson and Jim Brady 
will do the honours. Anyone 
wishing a game by arrangement 
over the summer can contact 
Jim Hinchley on 01397 708827.

Skye couple’s 
‘Otters of the 
World’
International Otter Survival 
Fund at Broadford on the Isle 
of Skye have written a new 
book describing how otters live 
in various habitats across the 
globe.

The book, entitled ‘Otters of 
the World’, will be published 

‘Over the years we have been 
privileged to work with people 
from all around the world on 
various otter projects. Through 
this we have accumulated a lot 
of information and photos of 
different species. 

‘We wanted to produce a book 
which can show how wonderful 
these animals actually are.’

Gary MacDonald celebrated 
a podium place in 2013 and is 

aiming for more success in this 
year’s event.  Photograph by Donald 

Young.

the soft boys out. A lot of the top 
Spanish boys don’t like the rain 
and it’s better for me if there’s a 
bit of water.

‘I had a bad chest infection 
when I was training on the push 

bikes. I lost nine pounds and 
went down to nine and a half 
stone. I’ve only been getting 
back to health in the past couple 
of weeks and it’s been a bit of a 
struggle.’

MacDonald prefers to be close 
to the pace but is happier without 
the event leader’s yellow plate 
- the equivalent of the yellow 
jersey in the Tour de France.

He said: ‘I have had it twice 
before and I don’t like the pres-
sure it brings. It suits me better 
just being close by and would 
rather win it on the Saturday. All 
I am aiming for is to be within 
catching distance of the leaders 

‘It is a big ask to win it being a 
part time rider but I know every 
section of the course and the 
chance is always there. 

‘But you are up against the 
likes of Dougie Lamkin and 
other professionals so it is always 

MacDonald will ride at number 
269 in the event, which sees an 

tackle technical sections around 
Lochaber before returning to the 
parc ferme in Fort William each 
evening.

Other west Highland riders to 
look out for are Paul Paterson 
(259), Kevin Dignan (207), 
Calum Murphy (206), Frank 
Mackle (98) and Dougie Gibson 
(12), all of LDMCC, David Eckl 
(211) of the Isle of Skye Trials 
Club and Michael Lee (33), also 
from Skye.

Each foot down costs the rider 
one penalty point and the top 
men aim to complete as many 
sections ‘clean’ as they can.

Days Trial cavalcade will take 
place on Sunday at 3pm, when 
hundreds of fans line the High 
Street to welcome the riders to 
Lochaber.

The curtain-raiser to the SSDT, 
the Pre-65 Trial, will be staged 
at Kinlochleven tomorrow and 
Saturday. Almost 300 riders on 
machines built before 1965 will 
tackle a tough course round the 
south Lochaber village. 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Team leader John Stevenson 

very lucky lady’ - and cautioned 
walkers taking advantage of the 
good weather to take care.

He said: ‘She had serious 
bumps and bruises and a nasty 
head cut but she got away with 
it. 

‘People are going up in summer 
boots without realising that hard 
snow on steep ground is pretty 
dodgy to cross. 

‘There were people sliding 
about all over the place. They 
don’t realise that once you start 

stop.’
He added: ‘The snow up there 

is dangerous stuff. Stay off it if 
you have not got proper kit - you 

can really hurt yourself and the 
last thing you want to do is to hit 
rocks.’

Elsewhere, the team was called 
out to four miles west of Glen-

rescue a man who had broken his 
leg in a fall during a mountain 
marathon challenge.

Kintail and Torridon mountain 
rescue teams, who were provid-
ing cover for the event, and the 
Rescue 100 coastguard helicop-
ter from Stornoway assisted in 
the rescue.

And on Monday, the team 
escorted an injured man down 
from the aluminium bridges 
a mile up the Ben path from 
Achintee after he slipped over 
the edge and injured his head.

Street stunts stun festival spectators

Gary gears up for 

Kinlochleven joiner wants to do Lochaber proud

Hillwalkers warned to avoid 
snowy Ben Nevis slopes

Shooglenifty: performing on Sleat on Saturday night. 

Top performers line up in Skye

BISHOP of Argyll and the Isles Joseph Toal will carry out 
one of his last duties in the west Highlands tonight (Thurs-
day) after being announced as the new Bishop of Motherwell 
by Pope Francis on Tuesday. 

Bishop Toal will dedicate the new altar in St Mary and 
St Finnan RC Church following its installation as part of a 
£300,000 refurbishment programme to make the building 

The bishop has been Apostolic Administrator of the 
Diocese of Motherwell since it fell vacant in May last year, 
when Pope Francis accepted the resignation of Bishop 
Joseph Devine.

Bishop Toal said: ‘Over the past eleven months, I have 
come to know the Diocese of Motherwell and appreciate the 
warmth and generosity of the clergy and laity, I look forward 
to deepening that relationship with them.

‘While I am sad to be leaving my home diocese of Argyll 
and the Isles, I know the deep faith of the people there will 
sustain them as they await a new bishop and I ask them 
to pray for me as I prepare to translate to the Diocese of 
Motherwell.’

Father Tony Wood, who is based at Arisaig, was delighted 
-

nan to dedicate the new £19,000 altar and lectern.
He told The Oban Times: ‘It is a considerable amount of 

money and the altar blends in beautifully with the rest of 
the church.’

A BALLACHULISH man has been banned from driving 
for two years for dangerous driving and driving without 
care and attention after he reversed his car twice at a local 
woman on successive evenings outside her home.

Ray Chisholm, known locally as Tony, was appearing for 
sentencing at Fort William Sheriff Court after being found 
guilty of both charges after a three-day trial earlier this 
month.

Chisholm, 45, had denied driving dangerously and revers-
ing at speed towards Sandra Michie while she was crossing 
the road at Lochside Cottages on July 10 last year.

He had also denied driving without due care and attention 
the following evening when he reversed his car up to Mrs 
Michie, Kenneth Michie and Susan Ross while they were in 
the roadway at the same location.

and ordered to pay Mrs Michie £500 in compensation.
He was admonished on the careless driving charge and 

The two-year ban was backdated to April 4.

A CAOL baker on a drinking binge verbally 
abused a customer and a staff member in the 
local supermarket, a court heard. 

Martin Lawrie shouted and swore at the 
men on December 29 last year after Co-op 
worker Robert Linton refused him more 
alcohol.

Lawrie, of 22 Glenpane Street, then 
struggled with police at his home when 

they tried to arrest him. The 25 year-old 
had denied the charges but at Fort William 
Sheriff Court on Monday Sheriff Richard 
Davidson found him guilty - and warned 
the ‘Jekyll and Hyde character’ he faced a 
possible jail sentence. He told Lawrie: ‘We 
are increasingly seeing the bad side of Mr 

custodial disposition.’

Defending Lawrie, Hamish Melrose 
said: ‘When he is off work he drinks to 

fairly stable job, starting shifts in the early 
morning. On this occasion he had been 
celebrating and drinking too much with a 
friend.’

Sentence was deferred until May 27 for 
reports.

Assault trial 
postponed
TWO CAOL men accused of 
assault have had their trial 
postponed until June 27 after 
a Crown witness was declared 
unavailable at Fort William 
Sheriff Court on Monday.

Andrew Donaldson, 52, of 12 
Strone Place, denies punching 
and kicking Nathan McDade 
and throwing a glass at his 
head at Donaldson’s home on 
November 24. 

Brian Donaldson, 34, of 
20 Camesky Road, denies 
assaulting Mr McDade by 
punching and kicking him on 
the body, pushing him against 
a wall and striking him on the 
head with a dish, both to his 
injury, during the same alleged 
incident.   

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Sheriff warns Caol baker he is facing jail sentence

Bishop Toal dedicates 
altar before move

Ballachulish driver 
banned for two years
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IT MAY preserve the past, but 
Glencoe Folk Museum is looking 
to the future after a £60,000 refur-
bishment and the appointment of 
a new curator.

With a new thatched roof and 
interior lighting, the museum 

Rae Grant as guest of honour.
Mrs Grant, 87, who ran Barr’s 

stores in Ballachulish and Kin-
lochleven before her retiral, told 
The Oban Times: ‘I am thrilled to 
bits with it. 

a facelift. It has made such a dif-
ference.’

Piper Alan Ross from Fort 
William, a support for learning 
teacher at Lochaber High School, 

occasion.
Curator Jenna Rose, 26, who 

is from Arbroath and worked at 

move to Lochaber, made a plea for 
more help to run the museum full 
time.

She said: ‘We are looking for-
ward to a successful season and to 

few times during the week that we 

can’t cover with volunteers so a 
few more would be welcome.’ 

The museum has been in its 
present home since 1974. 

Prior to that, it was housed in a 
smaller croft house along the main 

in 1968.
Glencoe Folk Museum is open 

Rae Grant, third right, opens Glencoe Folk Museum for the season as staff and volunteers look on. Thatcher Brian Wilson sits on some of the ling 
heather he used to re-thatch the roof. 20_f18glencoe01

Museum looking to the future

AN OBAN-born entrepreneur 
has been appointed to the board 
of Highlands and Islands En-
terprise, along with three other 
new members.

Chief executive of Crerar 

alongside former Highland 
Council chief executive Alistair 
Dodds, economic development 
and inward investment expert 
Giles Hamilton and chief econ-

Scotland Donald MacRae.
As well as overseeing 12 

and Spa, Isle of Mull Hotel 
and Spa and Glencoe Inn, Mr 
Crerar owns and operates two 
agricultural enterprises and 
has board-level experience of 

operative companies.
He was born and raised in 

Oban and retains strong fam-

throughout the Highlands and 
Islands. 

Outside business, Mr Crerar is 
-

Hotels Trust charities.

PEOPLE producing home crafts 

Home crafters are sometimes 

entitled to receive and have no 
-

tions their products have to 

trading standards team are of-
fering free advice to traders or 

new business.

products at home, sell on Face-

car boot sales. 
Over the festive period trading 

standards found more than 80 
such businesses which did not 

with them to give them the nec-

The team can be contacted on 
01546 605519.

HIE appoints 
Highland
businessmen

Home crafts 
regulations

CALMAC has taken a ‘one-off’ 
decision to put on an extra sailing 

adult leaders to Mull, after an an-
nual adventure camping trip was 

The Highland Adventure, organ-

Scouts from across Scotland and 
rotates between different venues 

Mull.
But with the Mull trip attracting a 

record number of campers - a fur-
ther 100 applicants had to be turned 
down - organisers realised there 

Camp leader Dave Woodrow said: 
‘We’ve become victims of our own 
success. This is our fourth visit to 

one of the most popular.
‘We have taken 450 Scouts to Ar-

ran in the past but we didn’t realise 

Mull run.

sailing to Mull can take a total of 
506 passengers but we have 500 
Scouts, plus adult leaders.’

The extra sailing for the Scouts 

will be put on at 9pm, with the 
scheduled 10.30pm sailing continu-
ing as normal.

It is expected that a total of 640 
people associated with the camp 
will be on Mull over the weekend. 
Scouts will take part in backwoods 

gorge walking and abseiling, 
among other activities.

Island companies have helped 
provide equipment, including 

A CalMac spokesman said: ‘We 

of the Scouting event in Mull to 
consider changing the sailing 

500 scouts and 80 adult leaders 
travelling from all over Scotland, 
but concluded, that in this case, an 
additional late sailing was the best 

travel at one time without disrupt-
ing other sailings to the island. 

consider in exceptional circum-
stances, and hours of rest rules etc 

we are pleased to have been able to 
help in this instance.’

Extra sailing for 500 Scouts

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

OBAN residents, commuters and 
visitors travelling into and out of 
the town via the A85 Bealach an 
Righ and Dunollie Road face six 

The long-awaited resurfacing 
of the Bealach an Righ, from 

Corran Halls roundabout and 
Dunollie Road to George Street, 
will each be done over three 
nights.

A COMMUNITY that has 

to ensure a viable future could 

gets the go ahead on west Loch 
Awe, according to residents.

The Dalavich Improvement 

it has worked for, including its 

could be in vain if a 45MW wind 

the village.

Council for planning permission 
to build 15 turbines measuring 
111metres to blade tip, 

Loch Awe.
The turbines will be erected 

McGrigor, MSP for the 
Highlands and Islands.

Mark Potter-Irwin of DIG said: 
‘The ill thought out siting of this 
wind farm, which will be more 
visible along the length of Loch 

other projected wind farms - all 
within 7km of Dalavich - will rip 

Like hundreds of others last weekend, Cammy McGee and his friends travelled to Mull for the island’s annual music festival. But 
unlike the masses, squeezed onto ferries and into buses and cars, they hired a fishing boat. Cammy, front, who captured the relaxed 
atmosphere with this picture, said: ‘This is the fifth year we have hired the boat, the Kylebhan, from Jim Kilcullen. We’ve managed to 

get ourselves a bit of a reputation and a few other folk are starting to do the same.’ Cammy is pictured with, from left, Iain Scott, Ryan 
Carter and Chris Macdonald. For more on this year’s Mull Music Festival see page 13. 

Council to invest 
£60m in new    
Oban High School
THE NEXT step has been taken 
to achieve a new high school 
for Oban.

investment in the project over 

A new school on the present 
site plus land between 
Tweed Mill, Dalintart and 

up to 1,300 pupils, is expected 
to be delivered before March 
2018.

A council spokeswoman said 
it was dedicating ‘a considerable 
amount of funding to delivering 

will best meet the needs of 

foreseeable future’.

to design and deliver a school 
that is a modern, state-of-the-
art, learning environment for 
current and future pupils,’ she 
added. A New Project Request 
(NPR) will now be submitted 
to the Scottish Futures Trust 
which signals the start of the 
detailed design process. A NPR 
will also be submitted for a new 
Campbeltown Grammar School.

Councillor cites 
‘personal reasons’ 
for resignation
OBAN North and Lorn 
councillor Louise Glen-Lee has 

her position with immediate 
effect.

The councillor, who 
cited ‘personal reasons’ for her 
decision, retained the seat for 
the SNP following a landslide 

November 2011. 

called following the death of 
Donald MacDonald in August 

intention to stand down as a 
councillor for Oban, North and 
Lorn for personal reasons. I am 
doing so with immediate effect.

‘I would like to thank fellow 
-

lors, politicians, the amazing 
people and families within the 

councillor.’

village. If we lose tourism, and 
it is a no brainier that tourism 

‘People come to the [Loch 

wind farm in front of them. 
‘That will affect the income 

membership, or £1 on the night, 

to the Dalavich Improvement  

a domino affect.’
He added: This is a slap in the 

sold out. It is a viable place, 
just.’

The planning application, 
which has received 92 letters 
of objection and 52 letters of 

committee at a public hearing 

the visual impact, cumulative 
impact with existing wind 
farms and the collision risk 
for protected birds means the 
development is unacceptable.

But a spokesman or RWE 

have a strong case to put before 
the local planning hearing.

‘Communities surrounding 
the development would share in 

economic predictions suggest 
more than £3.5 million would 

during construction and a 

the operational phase of the 
development. Once operational, 
it is anticipated the wind farm 
would support the equivalent of 

support the project but both 
communities will have little or 

Carraig Gheal, Beinn Ghlas 
and An Suidhe wind farms are 

Awe, while another three are in 
planning stages.  

Friends escape festival rush on hire boat 

Disruption expected during town roadworks
THE CHAIRWOMAN of St Columba’s Parent 

an extension to barriers alongside the road after a 

But at the meeting it was revealed public concern 
about the effect the new campus would have on 

Ms McGuigan said: ‘The issue of the barrier has 
never been raised as a solution and it is a shame it 
has taken a child to get knocked down for it to be 

road seems to be getting busier.’

council would write to Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
area committee chairman Alistair MacDougall 

Group claims 
wind farm 
would destroy 
Dalavich

11-12 the Bealach an Righ will 

between 8pm and 6am. It will be 

following morning, with a 
diversion via the A819, A83 and 
A816. However, it will open at 

starting at 9.50pm, to coincide 

The Dunollie Road closure 
from 8pm to 6am, between the 

Corran Halls roundabout and 
its junction with Breadalbane 

morning.
The diversion will be via 

Street but it will not be suitable 

diversion.
Outwith these times and at the 

the roads will be open as normal.
BEAR Scotland said the 8pm 
start on Dunollie Road was to 
allow excavation of the existing 
road surface to be carried 
out earlier to avoid possible 
disturbance to residents. 

NEWDESK
01397 703003
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OBAN Community Play Park is 

to its fund-raising efforts after 
being awarded £5,000 by Argyll 
Beats Cardiovascular Disease 
(ABCD).

The grant is just one of the 
scores of donations received in 
recent weeks by the voluntary 
group, which is trying to raise 
£400,000 to rebuild the play 
park next to Atlantis Leisure. 

The group also intends to 
enhance the Millennium garden 
and build a new all-abilities 

up to teenagers on a section of 

garden.
Lyndsay Elliott, chairwoman 

of the playpark committee, said: 
‘We had applied to ABCD a few 
weeks ago and thought if we got 
£1,500 we would be doing really 
well. We are so pleased.’

ABCD is not the only generous 
donation the play park volunteers 
have received in recent weeks, 
with the total amount donated in 
pledges, cash and kind reaching 

A DOCTOR who has served the communities 
of Lorn across four decades is to get on 
her bike as she prepares for a European 
adventure in her retirement.

Dr Allison Davies, who last week retired 
from Taynuilt Medical Practice, will 
continue to live in Connel but is currently 
preparing for a motorbike trip with husband 
Andy to Corsica, Sardinia and Sicily.

The GP, who is originally from Tarbert, 

in 1980 and returned two years later as a 

Hospital and worked as a trainee GP in the 
area between 1983 - 1984. 

On January 1 1987 she joined Connel 
surgery, where she became a partner in the 
practice. 

At a retirement ceilidh in Connel Village 
Hall, she told family, friends and colleagues: 
‘In my working life the biggest decision I 
ever made, that had the most far reaching 
consequences, was to come here as a student 
in 1980 to the county hospital.

‘I met Andy and got married and that has 
coloured the rest of my life.

‘I have had a wonderful working life here. 
There have been happy and sad times but 
at all times I have worked with tremendous 
people.’

Dr Davies said her relationship with the 
people of Argyll was a major factor in her 
decision to stay here throughout her career 
and in Connel she and Andy raised two 
daughters, Rachel and Catriona.

Speaking at the retirement ceilidh, practice 
partner Dr John Lyon noted his former 
colleague had a rare gift in a doctor - neat 
handwriting. He added: ‘You have always 
been an empathetic, compassionate, astute 
clinician, full of wise counsel but always 
willing to go the extra mile too. The only 

funny stories about you - you’re generally 
too smart to make mistakes!’

Offensive weapon 
charge not proven 
THE PEN proved to be mightier 
than scissors at Oban Sheriff 
Court this week.

Sheriff Douglas Small was 
told that a pair of scissors in a 
homeless man’s pocket were 
for cutting up letters to his 
girlfriend, not for use as an 
offensive weapon.

Police who were called to 
a report of a disturbance in a 
common close on High Street in 
the town just after midnight on  
April 9 found Daniel William 
Kelly with a cut above his eye, 
heavily intoxicated and with 
a pair of nail scissors in his 
pocket.

This led to Kelly’s appearance 
in the dock on Monday, where 
he pled not guilty to having a 
blade or sharply pointed object, 
the scissors, with him in public 
without reasonable excuse or 
lawful authority. 

Following evidence, Sheriff 
Small found the case not 
proven.

evidence, saying that Kelly, 
aged 23, was slurring his 
words, staggering and 
incomprehensible with a cut 
above his right eye; he was 
later seen by the on-duty police 
surgeon to make sure he was 
not suffering from concussion 
instead of intoxication.

‘I was writing letters to my 
girlfriend and I was cutting 
them up.’ He did not appear to 
be capable of writing at that 
time.’

The scissors were produced as 
evidence in court.

abode, did not give evidence; 
his defence agent, Edward 
Thornton, showed one constable 
the scissors and his own pen: 
‘My pen has a sharper point,’ 
he said.

McGinty said: ‘The 
circumstances have to be taken 
into account.’

But Sheriff Small said: ‘I am 

doubt.
‘I do not think it safe to 

convict the charge as libelled. 
Not proven.’

A WIND farm planning application 
for Glen Lonan which has lain dormant 
since the end of 2012 has been launched 
back into the limelight with the publi-
cation of an additional 40-plus page 
environmental information document.

The original application for 11 tur-
bines over 6.6ha between Kilmore and 
Glen Lonan, 6km south east of Oban, 
was lodged in December 2011 by Wind 
Prospect Developments Ltd. It attracted 
more than 65 letters of objections at the 
time and around 15 in support. 

Although additional information 
was supplied in September 2012, more 
discussions took place with Scottish 
Natural Heritage and Argyll and Bute 

Council in 2013 leading to the docu-
ment recently released. It includes a 
revised ornithology report, with a 2013 
golden eagle breeding survey, and con-
sideration of the abnormal load access 
route to the proposed site.

Updates on landscape and planning 
policy have also been provided but 
the design of the wind farm proposal 
and the number of turbines remain the 
same. 

If the wind farm gains consent, the 
owners and operators of the completed 
wind farm, EDF ER, would contribute 
£5,000 per megawatt (MW) to a com-

Wind Prospects says it welcomes 

suggestions from the community on 
how the fund could be administered 
and what kind of local projects, initia-

Oban Community Council objected 
at the time of the application being 
advertised in 2012 and on Monday 
agreed to renew its objection.

Taynuilt Community Council also 
raised concerns in 2011 regarding the 
use of the Glen Lonan road for heavy 
vehicles. If approved the turbines, 
which would generate 22MW - enough 
to  power 13,000 homes - would be seen 
from as far as Connel Bridge, Lismore, 
Glen Lonan, Inverawe, Ardchonnel 
and Glen Feochan.

Oban and District Crime Prevention Panel has donated £645 to Lochwatch Loch Awe to help produce an accident 
prevention leaflet, supporting the on-going awareness work done by the charity. Members of the panel met with 

Oban Police Inspector Julie McLeish and Lochwatch volunteers Iain MacKinnon, Murray Humphries and Councillor 
Louise Glen Lee at Argyll and Bute Council’s Municipal Buildings last Friday to hand over a cheque. Mr MacKinnon 

said the continuing community support for Lochwatch was ‘fantastic’. 16_t18crime01

A VITAL service that allows tourists with mobility problems 
to get around Oban town centre with ease has been thrown 
a lifeline.

Shopmobility, which rented around 200 wheelchairs and 
mobility scooters to tourists every summer, closed its doors 
two weeks ago because of a lack of support and funding.

But Oban’s Matheson’s Furnishings has offered to trial the 
service at his Soroba Road shop.

with Shopmobility as it already sells mobility products, such 
as wheelchairs and walking frames, to locals.

Having read about the closure of Shopmobility in The 
Oban Times, Mr Matheson said: ‘Clearly there was a natural 

‘It is handy for people who have an injury that they can get 
a mobility item for a week or two... and the other thing is for 
people thinking about purchasing a scooter, they can rent it 

Oban councillor Elaine Robertson was a member of the 
Oban Disability Forum and Access Panel, which was forced 
to put an end to the service that operated for 14 years.

She said: ‘We know this is a trial period but we hope that 
it is successful and we are so grateful to Neil for taking this 
on.’

People can contact Matheson’s Furnishings directly to 
arrange a rental.

a value of around £40,000. This 
includes £500 raised through 

campaign on Facebook, similar 

campaign that raised money for 
and awareness of breast cancer.

Meanwhile two children from 
Oban, Ruby Smith, 7, and Rufus 
Hughes, 5, sold lemonade on 
Easter Monday and raised £46; 
the Shower of Herring at Melfort 
Village donated £1 for every 
lunch or snack sold over the 
Easter holidays;  MacPhee and 
Partners, solicitors and estates 
agents in Oban, held a cake sale 
and there was  a Jungle Book 
sing-along at Oban Phoenix 
Cinema on Sunday.

Lyndsay said she was amazed 
by the amount of support the play 
park campaign was now getting 
but with £400,000 to raise, 
every penny was needed. ‘We 
are applying to SportScotland 
in July and if we are successful, 
the maximum they can give us is 
£100,000.’

While the group is applying 

to other funding bodies, it has 
been decided to break the project 
down into phases, with the play 

Lyndsay said she also hoped 
that, thanks to donations in kind 
and help from builder Calum 
MacColl, swings would be re-
erected in the old play park site 
where the picnic benches remain 
in the next three weeks. 

The previous equipment had to 
be removed in February because 
it was deemed unsafe and was 
not economical to repair.

Other up-coming fund-raising 
events include a table top sale 
at Atlantis Leisure on May 11, 
and on May 31 11 mums - Tricia 
MacLeod, Jan Roberts, Julie 
Didcock, Karen Macinnes, 
Laura-Anne Scott, Nicola 
MacEwan, Vicky MacIntyre, 
Angela Hill, Claire Smith, 
Nicola Watson and Lindsay 
MacKechnie – are climbing 
Ben Nevis and are asking for 
donations via www.justgiving.
com/31MayBenNevis.

Retired GP Dr Allison Davies, front centre, with husband Andy and daughter Catriona, were joined by well wishers at a ceilidh in 
Connel Village Hall. 16_t18allison01

Costa Coffee 
considers opening 
in Oban
COSTA Coffee is considering 
opening a café in Oban, the 

The business, which operates 
in 29 countries, may set up shop 
in the former Whisky Shop in 
Station Square.

Earlier this month Costa 
submitted a planning applica-
tion to Argyll and Bute Council 
to erect two illuminated signs 
on the shop front.

A spokeswoman for Costa 
said: ‘We work closely with 
planning departments across 
the country to open new stores 

communities, creating new jobs 
and providing attractive and 
popular social meeting places. 

‘We are currently evaluating 
opportunities in the Oban area, 

Shopmobility volunteers Jan and Ed Morton, seated, with 
Neil Matheson and Oban Councillor Elaine Robertson. 

16_t18mob01

Panel backs Lochwatch with donation

Oban business 
extends lifeline to 
Shopmobility

Play park 
group’s delight 
at £5,000 
donation

Glen Lonan wind farm bid update

Adventurous GP hits the road to retirement
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Fort miss good 
chance to close 
gap at bottom 
of the table

FOOTBALL

SQUASH

Lochaber come out 
on top over Forres

Texas scramble at 
Fort William GC

GOLF

RUGBY

WEST Highland Wheelers 
(WHW) week-long bike festival 
kicked off in great style with 
street races round Inverlochy, 
Fort William, on Saturday. 
A total of 15 juniors includ-

ing small people on balance 
bikes and 14 adults competed 
in separate events round a loop 

main square.
Riders followed an exciting 

circular course taking in the 
streets, the riverbank single track 
and steep steps, while local DJ 
Sean Campbell created a great 
atmosphere for all to enjoy.  

Flash mob dance
Children from the local pri-

mary schools also took centre 
stage in the square performing a 

-
tor Jasmine Adams to Queen’s 
famous song ‘I want to ride my 
bicycle’.

Local youth Ruariridh Cant 
took a great win completing 
four laps of the course within 

ISLE OF Skye Golf Club held a 
bogey competition on Saturday 
and Sunday on its Sconser 
course.

Returns: 1 Alasdair Grant 
3up; 2 Mike Mace level (bih); 3 
John Finlayson level.

LOCHABER Phoenix Boxing 

of the season on Saturday - and it 
promises to be the most exciting 
and high quality event yet.

Opponents from cities in 
Scotland and England will be 
making the journey to Fort Wil-
liam to compete in what should 
be an explosive night.

Top of the bill will be local 
man Stephen Cameron who is 
making his boxing comeback 
after three years away from the 
ring.

No head guards
Cameron is a former Scottish 

novice champion and was one of 
the top light-welterweights in the 

the welterweight division in the 
elite level competing against 
Paul Hope of Kilmarnock’s 
Northwest Boxing Club. What 
makes the show extra special is 

Fort William in over 30 years 
that will feature no head guards, 
following a rule change. 

THE 2014 Coe Cup Freeride 
Ski and Snowboard event at 
Glencoe last weekend took 
place in stunning conditions 
with snow depths on the upper 
mountain still exceeding those 
of the amazing season of 2010. 

Snow cover is so extensive at 
the resort that 15 out of the 19 
ski runs are still open for skiing 
and will remain open until 
May 5.

As well as being littered with 
large cliff drops the precipitous 
Flypaper run was also home 
this year to some glacier-like 
crevasses caused by the sheer 
weight of snow - which in some 
areas is judged to be up to 80ft 
deep slumping down the hill. 

After some intense competi-
tion and amazing riding the 
winners were: Female Board 
- Anna Beckett; Female Ski 
- Katie Small; Male Board 
- Adam Gairns; Male Ski - Dave 
Biggin.
Overall winner of the Coe Cup 

with the highest score of the day 
was Dave Biggin.

LOCHABER Plumbline took 
the court against Forres Squash 

2013/14 Highlands and Islands 
Premier League season at Fort 
William on Sunday. 

Lochaber’s Andrew MacMas-
ter met Forres’ Roddie Smith in 
the top seed match.

Roddie held a 2-1 lead going 
into the fourth game, which was 
very close with Andrew leading 
at 11-10 and 13-11 before losing 
13-15 and the match 1-3.

Archie MacGillivray reversed 
the position with an excellent 
3-1 win over Andrew Taylor, a 
notable achievement because 
Andrew had beaten Archie in 
their last three encounters.

Warren Cameron lost a close 
match with Bill Montgomery 

a fourth player Lochaber gained 
a 3-0 walkover and an overall 
9–7 win.

The victory was some 
consolation for what has been a 

Team captain Andrew 
MacMaster thanked members 
who had supported the team, 
sponsors Plumbline and the 
Leisure Centre staff. 

FORT WILLIAM Golf Club 
returns:

three-person Texas scramble - 1 
George Band, Dougie Duncan, 
Kevin Ferguson 67-8=59; 2 
Thomas Disher, Keith Duncan, 
Scott Duncan 68-8=60; 3 
Andrew Brown, John Byrne, 
Stephen Howden 67-7=60.

Sunday: singles Stableford 

pts; 2 Ian Robertson (15) 39 pts; 
3 Neil Feggans (12) 38 pts.

Ladies: par competition - 1 
Kim Topping (16) three down; 2 
Helen Brian (18) nine down.

Huntly keeper Hobday does just enough to prevent Duncan Campbell from doubling Fort’s lead. 
Photo: Scott Wilkie

LOCHABER Rugby Club host 
their annual sevens at Black 
Parks Inverlochy on Saturday.

Everyone is invited to come 
along and enjoy the exciting 
action, which gets underway at 
12 noon.

The club expects an entry list 
of eight or nine teams, including 
Mull, Oban, Quintin’s RFC 
from London and two from 
Lochaber, along with several 
others.

Meanwhile, the club is 
organising an inter-school 
tournament at Lochaber High 
School grass pitch next Wednes-
day, sponsored by Sportsafe 
UK Ltd.

9.30am.

LAST FRIDAY night saw 
boxing history made as Kin-
lochleven High School student 
Eilidh Smith of Claymores BC 

from Lochaber to take to the 
ring in a competitive bout.

Glencoe girl Eilidh, 14, 
defeated fellow debutant Tia 
Keenan of host club Noble Art 

Mens’ Club in Govan, Glasgow, 
over three rounds.

Eilidh dominated much of the 
bout and the Claymores camp 
was delighted at the bell when 
the decision went the way of 

FORT WILLIAM missed a great 
chance to get within striking dis-
tance of Rothes and Strathspey 

bottom spot in the Highland 
League when they could only 
draw with a poor Huntly team at 
Claggan park on Saturday.

Calum MacLean’s men contin-
ued with the form they showed in 
the 5-2 away defeat to runaway 
league leaders Brora midweek 

critically only had a single goal 
lead to show for their efforts.

Fort started with real intent 
and on eight minutes Huntly 
keeper Fraser Hobday pulled 
off a brilliant save to deny Iain 
MacLellan when the Fort man 
was clean through one on one.

But a minute later the homesters 
went one up when 18 year-old 

got on the end of a Darren Quigg 

left foot from six yards.
With Glenelg 16 year-old Robin 

Harvey a safe pair of hands in 
goal, Fort continued to dominate 
and went close through Willie 
Gemmell, James MacKay and 
MacLellan again before on 44 
minutes Hobday again produced 
heroics to deny Duncan Camp-
bell from doubling the home 
side’s lead.

After the break Huntly, who 
had been totally outclassed in the 

and on 70 minutes it took a do-

or-die goal line clearance from 
Quigg to prevent Pavel Nowacki 
from claiming a leveller.

Huntly continued to threaten 
and it was Nowacki who broke 

minutes for the equaliser after 

effort.
However, The Fort regrouped 

and could have won it through 
Davie Forbes’ close range 
header which just drifted wide 

before Hobday did brilliantly to 
save with his feet from James 
MacKay’s low angled drive from 
eight yards.

Fort manager Calum MacLean 
told The Oban Times at full 
time: ‘The game should have 

‘I am very disappointed espe-
cially after our performance in 

been out of sight.
‘I said to them in the dressing 

room at half time that will come 
back to haunt us - and I was 
right. We were hanging on at the 
end and lucky to get a point.’

The Fort were scheduled to 
play against struggling Keith last 
night in a game which presented 
another chance to add to their 
points tally.

MacLean’s men will face 
sterner opposition at home 
again on Saturday when Wick 
Academy are the visitors.

‘We were hanging on at the 
end and lucky to get a point’

The juniors set off on their race round Inverlochy on Saturday evening. Eventual winner Ruaridh Cant is pictured centre. 20_f18bike01

Another Lochaber boxer 
making his return to the ring 
is heavyweight sensation Chris 
Donnelly, who is looking to 

eying the full Scottish title next 
season.

Donnelly is matched tough 

Scottish novice champion James 
Maceachie from Highland Box-
ing Academy. Chris won the 
same title previously so this is a 

heavyweights one punch can 
change everything.

Yet another Phoenix man mak-
ing a comeback is Liam Jordan 
who was making waves a couple 
of years ago as a welterweight 
and now boxes at middleweight.

His opponent is Kevin Mac-
Cool from Kincorth ABC in 
Aberdeen. Both these boxers 
have crowd pleasing aggressive 
styles so this has the potential to 
be the most exciting bout of the 
night.

The last of the local boxers 

making a return to the ring after 
a lengthy absence is Ewan Don-
nelly, twin brother of Chris, and 
also a heavyweight who has not 
boxed for two and a half years 
due to injury and illness. 

-
ing brain, next season’s Scottish 
novice title is an obvious target 
for Ewan. Two would-be op-
ponents pulled out and will 
now face kevin Mapplebeck oh 
Highland Boxing Academy

Lochaber’s Adam Watson has 
taken to boxing like a duck to 
water and won his debut in at 
middleweight Swindon last 
month. 

His opponent, Patrick Coates, 
of Kincorth won his last bout 

-
ously carries a dig and this is 
another bout that could provide 

Multitude of titles
Seventeen year old Igor Sliwin-

ski has won a multitude of titles 
including the Scottish Open title 
last year. This year he moved up 

-
nal to the British champion who 
subsequently went on to defeat 
the European champion during 
the World Championships. The 
vicious punching welterweight 
faces the equally powerful Rob-
ert Gordon of Insch ABC.

-
ve Docherty said: ‘We’re at the 
stage know of wanting to wrap 
all the boxers in cotton wool 
to prevent injury and illness so 
hopefully they will all be able to 
show just how hard they’ve been 
working in the gym.’

 Tickets for the show are avail-
able from the venue or Niall 
Clark (07554994744) or Steve 

30 minutes followed in by Sean 
MacDonald and then Jamie 
McConnell. The adults raced in 
teams of two over one hour with 
Sam Wood from Kinlochlen and 
Patrick MacInnes from Balla-
chulish snatching the win from 
Fiona Beattie and Joe Barnes 
from Corpach, with both teams 
completing 11 laps. 

On Sunday, the WHW winter 
cross country league came to a 
conclusion at Nevis range with 
37 local riders and North Argyll 
riders taking part in glorious 
sunshine and riding amazing 
trails.

The festival continued on 
Monday with kids’ mountain 
bike training, at Loch Eilt, a time 
trial/road ride on Tuesday and a 
mountain bike ride at Glencoe 
on Wednesday.

Tonight (Thursday) sees a time 
trial at Loch Creran, Appin, 
Friday features a mountain bike 
ride at Nevis Range while a kids’ 
downhill and Enduro races will 

be held at the same venue on 
Saturday.

Co-organiser Emma Holgate 
said: ‘Organisers from the 
Wheelers have worked hard to 
create events during the festival 
to cover each discipline of 

cycling to encourage more local 
people to get involved in cycling. 
The week also demonstrates 
what is ongoing throughout the 
year with the club.’

West Highland Wheelers hold bike festival
CYCLING

Dave wins Coe Cup
SKIING

Overall Coe Cup winner Dave 
Biggin. 

Lochaber sevens 
this Saturday

GOLF

Isle of Skye GC

Final home show of  the season
BOXING

Eilidh Smith: won first bout
in Glasgow. 

their young boxer. Head coach 
Martin Glenesk said: ‘I am 
really pleased for Eilidh. She 
has waited nearly two years for 
this. She trains just as had if not 
harder than the boys but there is 
so little opportunity for girls at 
the moment. 

Superb advertisement
‘She fought a fantastic bout 

and all credit to her opponent 
who gave everything she had, 
making this a superb advertise-
ment for female boxing.’

Also boxing for the Claymores 
club was another Kinlochleven 
High School student, Dylan 

Milligan, aged 12, from Kinlo-
chleven.

Dylan was matched against 
current Scottish novice cham-
pion Kieran Cochrane and 
unfortunately the difference in 
class was just a step too much 

although the home lad did not 
have it all his own way as Dylan 
gave as good as he got. 

the decision but Dylan picked up 
more valuable experience which 
will serve him well in his own 
bid to be next season’s Scottish 
novice champion.

BOXING

Glencoe girl Eilidh makes boxing history

Weather
Thursday Cloudy
 Winds moderate easterly
 Temperatures 2°C to 10ºC

Friday Sunny periods
 Winds light east south easterly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 11ºC.

Weekend Cloudy with rain at times
Outlook Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 10ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, May 1, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  00.59   0.7 06.45 3.9 13.06       0.7       18.53      3.9
Fri  01.38 0.9 07.19 3.7 13.43       0.9       19.27      3.8     
Sat  02.15 1.1 07.45 3.5 14.22       1.0       20.02      3.6
Sun  02.54 1.4 08.31 3.3      15.04      1.3       20.40      3.4
Mon  03.38 1.6 09.13 3.1 15.50 1.5        21.23      3.2
Tues       04.29      1.8  10.05 2.9 16.42       1.6       22.16      3.0
Wed  05.33   2.0 11.26 2.8 17.40       1.7       23.30       2.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

10

11

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

5
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