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Tourism 
expo raises 
expectation
Unprecedented international 
interest in Argyll and the Isles 
offers huge opportunities

Connel yachts go back to seaOban guest house hit by shock £4,000 water bill 

2012 Oban Times Bonnie Baby Abbey with mum, Denise.

Abbey is our Bonnie Baby of 2012

Coll bids for ‘Dark 
Skies’ recognition

Argyll and Bute 
election results 
-  as they happen

More than 1,100 
to compete in 29th 
Oban festival

ELECTION results will be 
announced tomorrow (Friday), 
May 4 – for the latest news on 
the results in Argyll and Bute 
follow The Oban Times on Twit-
ter @obantimes or take part in 
the discussion #otelection.

We will update the results as 
they come in, so hear the news 

also be available on our website 
obantimes.co.uk/elections. 

And don’t forget to vote today 
– polling stations are open until 
10pm.

THE 29TH Highlands and Is-
lands Music and Dance Festival 
takes place in Oban this weekend 
at a variety of venues.

More than 1,100 participants 
will compete in 125 competition 
classes in 12 disciplines, includ-

Donald MacPherson - greatest 
prizewinning piper in history, dies

A DRAMATIC rescue – to save three 
people and salvage a sinking boat – took 
place off Craignure this week.

The ‘Java Moon’ had lost power then had 
sails fail before starting to take on water 
on Monday.

Her three sailors abandoned the stricken 
vessel for a life raft and were being moni-
tored by the Caledonian MacBrayne ferry 
Clansman – which was about to launch a 
rescue boat – when another crew passing 
by took the trio aboard their vessel.

When Oban Lifeboat arrived on scene 
they pumped water out of Java Moon and 
towed her to the North Pier at Oban – sav-
ing her from sinking.

One RNLI volunteer said this was an ex-
cellent example of the willingness to assist 
that is the hallmark of incidents at sea. The Java Moon was saved from sinking. 

Vessels come to 
aid of sinking 
Java Moon

FAILURE to read meters as 
promised resulted in commer-
cial water supplier, Business 
Stream, demanding £4,000 
from an Oban guest house.

Three years ago, the company 
took over from Scottish Water in 
supplying water to businesses, 
at the time promising the meters 
would be read regularly.

However, Valerie Bichener of 
the Thornloe Bed and Breakfast 

on Albert Road, found her 
meters were not being read and 
every bill was an estimate. 

Just over a year ago, a new 
meter was installed, showing 
£4,000 of water had been 
used over and above the usual 
monthly use since Business 
Stream took over. 

The cause was a leak that 
would have been detected had 
meters been read as promised, 

but more than a year passed be-
fore Business Stream last week 

their contract.
The company has now writ-

ten-off the bill, but told The 
Oban Times the situation had 
been resolved to Mrs Bichener’s 
satisfaction – it wasn’t. 

A subsequent promise to set 
up eBilling so she could read 

her own meter to provide accu-

said: ‘I’d asked to have eBilling 
set up in December, then again 
in March. It still hasn’t been 
done.’

After contacting Mrs 
Bichener, Craig Watson, head 
of customer experience at Busi-
ness Stream, said: ‘We know 
we have not delivered the level 
of customer service we would 

normally expect and in recogni-
tion of this we have written off 
the entire bill. 

‘We have now also set up Mrs 
Bichener’s eBilling account, 
and discussed this with her, 
which will help her to monitor 
her water use and avoid any 
unexpected bills in future. 

‘We’re sorry for any distress 
and inconvenience this has 
caused.’

THE MOST successful piper in the history of the Argyll-
shire Gathering has died in his 90th year.

Glasgow’s Donald MacPherson, widely regarded as the 
most successful competition piper ever, died on April 21. 
His funeral was due to take place yesterday (Wednesday) 
at Mortonhall Crematorium, Edinburgh.

The piping legend, who was diagnosed last year with 
carcinoma, holds the record for the number of senior 
piobaireachd wins at the Argyllshire Gathering, with 
15 titles. The Oban Times’ Piping Times correspondent 
Hugh MacCallum said: ‘He was arguably the greatest 
prize-winning piper in history and his record at both 
the Argyllshire Gathering and the Northern Meeting is 
unsurpassed.’

Around the time of his death, Donald had put his famous 
pipes up for sale. They were made by pipe-maker R G 
Lawrie in 1936 and played in most of his contest successes. 
In 1954 Donald won the gold medal at Inverness, the open 
Piobaireachd at the Argyllshire Gathering, the Clasp at 

and prizes in Uist, Barra and Cowal. His exploits that year 
compelled one of his contemporaries to quip: ‘Donald is 
not a piper. He is a prize-winning machine.’

TWO large yachts washed 
ashore at Connel during dra-
matic December storms have 
been returned to the sea – with 
the help of a forklift.

Local builder, Michael 
MacPhee, took his telescop-
ing forklift down to Connel’s 
foreshore to aid the owners of 

them. 
The Rosanne of Rhu was re 

second stranded vessel, Tanika,
was eased back into the water at 
the weekend.

Chairman of Connel Com-
munity Council, Sandy Dunlop, 
said: ‘Michael came down last 
Wednesday and a trench was 

worked quite well.
‘The other boat was back in 

the water by the weekend. 
-

ing again.’

ARGYLL and the Isles is expect-
ing a major tourism boost after 
unprecedented interest in the 
region at a major international 
tourism show.

The Duke of Argyll was 
among those who manned the 
stalls for Argyll and the Isles 
Tourism (AIT) during the two-
day VisitScotland International 
Tourism Expo at Edinburgh’s 
Royal Highland Centre.

Manned by 15 volunteers, 
from the Duke himself to a 
‘prisoner’ at Inveraray Jail, AIT 
had expected to welcome about 
60 buyers to its six-stand stall 
over the course of the event.

However, it exceeded that tar-

and ended up more than trebling 
expected numbers by the end of 
the show last Thursday.

As well as holding in-depth 
meetings with 184 buyers who 
expressed a serious interest in 
arranging trips to Scotland, a 

further 40-50 lodged informal 
interest.

The next stop for the new 
organisation is to follow up with 

who expressed an interest and it 
is hoped most if not all will soon 
offer holidays to Argyll and the 
Isles.

Meanwhile, bookings for 
next year’s Expo have already 
doubled, with 12 stands set to 
make up the Argyll and the Isles 
corridor. 

Vice-chairman of the group, 

Mike Story, said there was ‘mas-
sive potential’ in the meetings.

He said: ‘These are buyers that 
have not worked with Argyll and 
the Isles before. For example 
there was a Spanish company 
interested in sending people to 
Mull and Iona. They’re talking 
about 23,000 people coming 
every year.

‘Not every buyer will be as 
big as that, but these buyers are 
all representing organisations 
who would have been going 
elsewhere.’

assistance from the Scottish 
Government, LEADER, Argyll 
and Bute Council, Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise and Vis-
itScotland’s Growth Fund.

In addition, it received support, 

the 28 marketing organisations 

Continued on Page 3

Spanish company 
interested in 
sending 23,000 
people a year.
vice - chairman AIT 
Mike Story

COLL is preparing a bid to 

Skies’ island in a bid to boost the 
island’s tourist market.

Islanders have long extolled the 
virtues of Coll’s complete lack 
of street lights, meaning nothing 
interferes with the spectacular 
view of the stars and planets 
when darkness falls.

It is hoped that by obtaining 
‘Dark Sky’ status, the island 
would be able to attract amateur 
astronomers and tourists hoping 
to catch an unmatched view 
of the universe – or even the 
Northern Lights.

If successful, Coll would be 
only the second place in the UK, 
after Galloway Forest Park, to be 
awarded the status.

Unexplained death

AS RECENTLY as February 
this year, baby Abbey Prosser 
was in Yorkhill Children’s 
Hospital in Glasgow for a major 
operation on her neck.

But just a few weeks later, the 
Oban infant has been named 
as The Oban Times’ Bonnie 
Baby for 2012 after sweeping 
the vote.

Abbey’s mum, Denise Mac-
coll, said she was delighted 
her daughter had won the 
competition after a ‘scary’ and 
emotional start to the year.

‘When I found out she had 
won I just screamed with 
excitement. I didn’t know what 
to say,’ said Denise.

‘The family are all delighted 

she won after what she has been 
through and it is a nice story to 
tell her when she is older. We 
want to thank everyone who 
voted for Abbey.’

father John Prosser, received 
£500 of shopping vouchers, 
courtesy of competition spon-
sors, The Co-operative.

Abbey, who will be one year 
old on May 23, also won a 
framed Bonnie Baby Competi-

Oban Times teddy bear.
Of the eight babies in the  

127 ahead of Willow Living-
stone of Mull, in second. Mull’s 
Ruaraidh Maclean was third.

A 27-YEAR-old Oban man was 
found dead on Tuesday night at 
Donmor Lodge in the town.

Police described the incident 
as an ‘unexplained death’, 
while enquiries continue, but 
added there were no suspicious 
circumstances.

It is believed the death was 
possibly drugs related.
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THE LIFE and times of one of 
Tiree’s most famous seafarers, 
Captain Donald MacKinnon, 
will be celebrated next month 
– with some of his descendants 
serving tea.

Island museum An Iodhlann 
will on May 12-13 honour the 
memory of the former captain of 
the famous tea clipper Taeping
who led his crew to win the 
prestigious Tea Race from Foo 
Chow, China, to London in 
1866.

Captain MacKinnon, of Hean-
ish, was not expected to win the 
race, up against the faster ship 
Ariel.

However, he managed to cover 
the 16,000 miles 20 minutes 
quicker than his rival – with 
many a newspaper at the time 
running the headline ‘The better 
ship lost but the better captain 
won!’

a bonus of £100 was shared 
between the two captains.

The weekend starts on Satur-
day at the island’s hall, An Talla, 
for a lecture on the life of one 
of Tiree’s most famous sons.  It 
is hoped Chinese leaf tea will 
be served by descendants of 
Captain MacKinnon.

Sunday will see a joint Church 
of Scotland and Baptist Mariner’s 
Service to honour all Tiree’s past 
and present seaman at the parish 
church in Kirkapol. 

Visits will also be arranged 
to take participants to the small 
bay in Heanish where Captain 

Tiree to celebrate one of 
its famous seafaring sons
All island’s past and present seamen to be honoured

Against all odds, Captain Donald MacKinnon of the tea clipper Taeping won the Tea Race from    Foo 
Chow, China, to London in 1866.

Mull Lines

PINE Martens have made the 
jump from the mainland to 
Mull – after being introduced 
by unknown members of the 
public.

Bert Leitch told a meeting of 
Mull Community Council that 
the animals had been spotted in 
Craignure – despite never having 
been on the island before.

Pine Martens are about the 
size of a domestic cat and are 
afforded protected status. They 
prey on birds and are infamous 
for killing chickens.

Bert said: ‘They are killers. 
I think we have enough things 
with sharp beaks and sharp 
claws on Mull already without 
adding any more. Anyone who 
has free range hens is bound to 
be concerned.

‘Scottish Natural Heritage has 
been over to do reports but what 
should be happening now is that 
there is someone brought in to 
get rid of them.’ 

Scottish Natural Heritage  
(SNH) was contacted about 
the incomers about 18 months 
ago but reportedly claimed it is 
natural expansion and the pine 
martins came in on the back of 
a wood lorry.

However, Bert claimed: ‘SNH 
has since changed its stance and 

is now saying someone brought 
them in.’

Mull’s Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds (RSPB) 

commented on the new arrivals. 
He said: ‘Pine Martens are 

fabulous, beautiful mammals 
and, with legal protection, have 
recovered well on the mainland 
after decades of persecution. 

‘But there’s no known 
evidence I’m aware of that 

Pine Martens have never been 
seen on Mull before.

they ever occurred historically 
on Mull and they will prey on 
ground, tree and crag nesting 
birds. 

‘Most of their prey will be 
voles and other small mammals 
but if they didn’t get here under 
their own steam they shouldn’t 
have been introduced. 

‘But if they made it here 
through natural range expansion, 
good luck to them.

‘For better or worse, I suspect 
they’re now here to stay.’

Pine Martens are adept at 
getting inside chicken coops 
and once inside it is believed 
they will keep killing until all 
movement has stopped. 

Their fearless nature also 
makes them a common garden 
visitor.

A spokeswoman for SNH 

place. 

if pine martens have ever been 
found on Mull in the past. 

‘If not, how they got there 
this time, get an idea of where 
they are on the island and 
look at the socio-economic 
and environmental effects and 
consider our options.’

It is hoped that the report will 
be ready in early summer.

Pine Martens make 
moves on Isle of Mull

THIS year’s moonwalk on Mull will take place on Saturday June 
9. It follows on from the success of last year where more than 
£3,000 was raised.

mile walk this year to raise money for Cancer Research UK.
Organiser Catherine McCrone said the event started after she 

lost a friend to cancer a few years ago: ‘We always meant to go 
and do one of the moonwalks off the island but never got round 
to it.

‘It meant overnight stays and people had kids to look after and 
couldn’t take time off work so last year I thought we should have 
one here.’

Describing 2011’s event as ‘last minute’, Catherine said only 
36 people took part – a number she hopes to more than double 
this year.

‘We are hoping to raise more than £5,000 this year. Everyone 
gets dressed up for the day and it is good fun but we would like 
more men to take part,’ she said.

The shops in Tobermory will also be getting in the spirit with 
colourful window displays. Last year they were pink in honour 
of Breast Cancer charities while this year they will be pink and 
blue – Cancer Research UK colours.

People wishing to take part should contact Catherine on 01688 
302685 or pop into the Hydro shop in Tobermory.

BROWNIE craftsmanship will be under the spotlight in displays 
around the isles of Mull and Iona soon.

Work by Ross of Mull and Tobermory Brownies will feature in 
Iona, Bunessan and Tobermory.

The art work created by the girls, all aged seven to 10, is cur-
rently on show in St Ronan’s Chapel on Iona where visitors have 
been enjoying it.

The exhibition will then move to the Ross of Mull Historical 
Centre in Bunessan in time for Scotland’s Festival of Museums 
and then to Tobermory to allow as many people as possible to 
see the work.

Leader of Tobermory Brownies, Sue Penny, said: ‘It’s been 
great to see how much the girls have taken from it and how it has 

The Brownies gave visitors a guided tour of Iona’s nunnery. 

OVER THE past three decades, a Mull-based whale watching 
company has enthralled and delighted visitors – as well as 
carrying out vital work.

celebrating its 30th season this year – as a family run business.
Based in Tobermory, it operates specialist wildlife tours in 300 

square miles of wildlife-rich water around Mull, the Treshnish 
Isles, Coll, Muck and Eigg.

researched minke whale. 
The meeting with this mysterious animal gripped Richard’s 

investigating the whales and dolphins of the Inner Hebrides. It 
became apparent there was a dearth of information regarding 
cetaceans in Scottish waters and so a small research organisation, 
the Mull Cetacean Project, was created. 

Data collection was carried out by Richard and a crew of 

by paying for whale watching holidays and day trips.
To mark the milestone, Richard’s son James, who now runs 

the operation, is inviting around 50 local businesses on a 
complimentary two-hour trip on May 9 at 1pm.

HARVESTERS have been working non-stop on Mull to salvage 
trees that had been blown down with high winds.

North West Mull Community Woodland Company (NWM-
CWC) managed to save a large amount of saw logs that would 
otherwise have started to rot at West Ardhu.

The machines are now working in Langamull where scheduled 
felling is well underway. So far the area is producing more high 
value wood than was thought.

Members of the public are advised to stay clear of the area 
where work is taking place.

New access paths will be created once the area is safe. If you 

Newly felled timber in Langamull.

THE ANNUAL general meeting of Mull Community Council 
will take place on Tuesday May 8 in Craignure Village Hall.

Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting 
which starts at 8pm.

Send your news and views from 
the Isle of Mull to Faith Orr at                 

The Oban Times 
forr@obantimes.co.uk  

01631 568000

He had a very 
short life, died 
at the age of 39 
- less than five 
months after he 
won the race.
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A YOUNG Mull man has 
recently returned from a tour of 
duty in Afghanistan – escaping a 
few close calls along the way.

Private Declan Taylor is a 
member of the Territorial Army 
and was attached to 3 SCOTS, 
Black Watch, on the tour.

He said: ‘I was nervous to start 
with but got used to it although I 
had a few close calls when I was 
there. The day we arrived my 
laptop got shot. I was just away 
to watch a DVD but there was a 
bullet right through it.’

Getting used to a change in 
temperature was another chal-

lenge for the soldier. ‘It was 
really cold because it was winter 
there when we arrived but it was 
warming up as we left and now 
I’m trying to get used to the cold 
here!’ said Declan.

The 20-year-old had intended 
joining the regular army but due 
to problems getting new recruits 
to training he decided to join the 
TA instead.

He is glad he did. ‘The lads are 
good and we had a few laughs 
on the tour but I’m glad to be 
back,’ he said. ‘I wouldn’t want 
to go back to Afghanistan, it is 
just not for me. It is not what I 

thought it would be like. I didn’t 
really know what to expect but 
I thought everyone would hate 
us. But the locals were okay. 
The kids used to come up to us 
and ask for sweets and biscuits,’ 
said Declan. He added: ‘You are 
always cautious about people 
coming up to you but you get 
to know who is friendly and 
recognise the locals.’

Declan now wants to try and 
progress his career with the TA 
and improve his rank and would 
recommend that others join. ‘I 
think it is a good experience for 
young people,’ he said. Declan was recruiting for the TA in Oban. 16_t18soldier01

Mull TA soldier returns 
home from Afghanistan

A LARGE crowd of local 
residents recently gathered to 

community buyout of South Uist 
Estate with a ceilidh.

Attendees at Talla an Iochdar 
enjoyed performances from 
Simon Bradley and Band, the 
Dochas Dancers, Claire MacNeil 
and Iochdar school children and 
danced late into the night to 
music from John Alick MacKay 
and Friends. 

by music from the South Uist 
Pipe Band. A presentation was 
made to Donald MacInnes and 
Peggy Campbell of Iochdar Hill 
Common Grazing Committee 
who helped secure an agreement 
with the Common Grazing 
shareholders during the buyout 
and helped with the construction 
of the Loch Carnan Community 
Windfarm. 

South Uist community marks 
anniversary with ceilidh

THE SCOTTISH Pelagic 
Sustainability Group’s (SPSG) 

sustainable and well managed 
at a ceremony in Brussels last 
week.

The Marine Stewardship 

means SPSG herring will carry 
the prestigious MSC eco-label 
to inform consumers buying 

herring. The assessment, carried 

International, is the latest in a 
series of MSC awards achieved 
by the Scottish pelagic sector. 

SPSG trawlers harvest herring 
along the north coast and to the 
west of the Hebrides.  The UK 
has a herring quota of 13,400 

takes place during the summer 
months, but mostly in August.

PLACE names will be the topic 
of conversation in Oban this 
weekend as a local hotel hosts an 
annual group event.

The Scottish Place Name 
Society will hold its conference 
in the Oban Bay Hotel.

Local resident John MacFar-
lane will be one of the speakers 
on the day and will also act as a 
tour guide on Sunday.

Bookings can be made by 
contacting Pete Drummond on 
07769680293.

What’s in a place name?

THE LUCKY winners of a four 

hotels in the Lake District has 
been announced.

Marie Lynch, from Oban, 
enters competitions in The Oban 
Times regularly and has won in 
the past.

‘I seem to be quite lucky. I 
won tickets just over a year ago 
to a country music night in the 
Corran Halls,’ said Marie.

Her prize this time is four 
nights bed and breakfast, with 
champagne and afternoon tea on 
arrival at Abbey House Hotel in 
Cumbria.

She said: ‘I’ll be taking my 

husband. I’m really looking 
forward to it. 

‘The afternoon tea sounds 
lovely.’ 

In Cairnbaan, nine-year-old 
Molly Dykes cannot wait for the 
summer holidays after her mum 
Lorna also won a luxury hotel 
break at Abbey House Hotel.

Castle
Molly, who has been looking 

at pictures of the hotel on the 
internet, said: ‘It looks like a 
castle. I can’t wait.’

Equally excited about the trip, 
Lorna said: ‘We will probably 
use it in the summer holidays. 
We tend to go camping for a 

long weekend in the summer but 
that’s nothing like this. 

‘If we get weather like we 
have had here recently it will be 
amazing.’

Lorna also said she will be 
paying more attention to compe-
titions in her local paper, adding: 
‘I haven’t entered a competition 
in the paper before but I think 
I’ll be doing them a lot more 
often now.’

Tokens
The lucky winners had to col-

lect four tokens from The Oban 
Times, Argyllshire Advertiser, 
Arran Banner or Campbeltown 
Courier to enter.

Marie is looking forward to her 
break. 16_t18winner01

Molly Dykes can’t wait for her 
holiday to Cumbria with her 

mum Lorna. 06_a18comp01

Hotel break winners announced
Four nights B&B, champagne and afternoon tea

Donald MacKinnon would have 

his family’s home nearby and 
the crannog – a portion of land 
which was apparently gifted to 
him and his family for his suc-
cess in winning the Great Tea 
Race of 1866 by the then Duke of 
Argyll.

Organiser Mary MacLean 
said: ‘It is a great story and we 
have been thinking about writ-
ing a book on the captain.  He 
had a very short life, died at the 

after he won the race.    
‘We will be visiting our 

museum and a few other local 
points of interest and hope to 
wrap up the weekend event with 
an evening meal at the Scarinish 
Hotel.

‘It is shaping up to be a 
very interesting evening 
and we hope you can join 
us at An Talla on May 12.’
For more information, contact 
An Iodhlann on 01879 220793 or 
email aniodhlann@tireebroad-
band.com.
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THE COLLAPSE of a tabled 
offer for Taynuilt Hotel has 
reignited interest in a commu-
nity takeover of the premises.

While administrator RSM 
Tenon said it was discussing two 
alternative expressions of inter-

had been accepted had fallen 
through last week.  

Now residents of the village 
have reformed a community 
initiative to discuss the potential 
takeover and are inviting resi-
dents to a meeting in the hotel at 
7pm today (Thursday).

A statement from the commu-
nity group said: ‘Most people in 
Taynuilt were aware of the com-
munity initiative that was started 
in December 2011 to look at the 
purchase of the Taynuilt Hotel.

‘We put together a question-
naire that went round the 
whole community and gained 
overwhelming support for the 
initiative.

‘We propose to have another 
meeting at the Taynuilt Hotel to 
cover; whether to continue with 
a community buyout initiative; 
the company structure options, 
i.e. community interest com-
pany, co-operative or limited 
company; setting up a steering 
committee; raising the capital. 

‘We hope to see as many people 
as possible.’

Tourism expo raises expectation as interest in Argyll grows

ACHA aim 
for value 
for money
Housing provider 
answers critics

Taynuilt’s interest 
in hotel reignited

‘Blocked’ post 
boxes to reopen

New harbour 
master at Oban

Oban cinema 
job deadline 

College
students raise 
cash for Yorkhill

OBAN’S North Pier has a 
new Harbour Master. 

Vicki McKenzie was ap-
pointed to the post in April 
and her presence will ensure 
the town can continue ac-
cepting visiting international 
cruise boats.

She has completed her 
training as a Port Facility 

responsible for the day-to-
day running of three council 
operated ferry services.

EASDALE will be inundated 
with boats this weekend 
as the island’s annual RIB 
Rendezvous is set to take 
place.

May 5 and 6 will see almost 
40 RIBs head to Easdale 
for a weekend of ‘cruising 
in company’ followed by 
evening entertainment on 
the island itself.

Contact the Seafari ticket 

RIB Rendezvous 
set to hit Easdale 
this weekend

AN ARGYLL social housing 
provider says it has to consider 
best value after the use of con-
tractors from outside the county 
was criticised.
Best value for tenants’ money 

Readers contacted The Oban 
Times to express concern that 
Argyll Community Housing As-
sociation (ACHA) had brought 

to work alongside Helensburgh 
company, Stewart and Shields, 
on projects in Oban.

Critics say local contractors 
are ‘crying out’ for work and 
should have received preference, 
but ACHA’s chief executive, 
Alastair MacGregor points out 
his association has to get best 
value for its tenants’ money 
through its tendering process, 
which all companies are invited 
to participate in. 

Furthermore, a range of local 
businesses are already working 
on a number of contracts for the 
association, having previously 
submitted the best tender. 

Elizabeth Smith, of Barcal-
dine, said: ‘I would like to know 

why they have hired a Glasgow 

out for work.’ 
Another correspondent, said: 

‘ACHA has again employed 
outside contractors to carry 
out works on Oban housing for 
Oban people. Why?  

‘The local economy, particu-
larly in the construction sector, 
is experiencing a considerable 
downturn and here were have 
ACHA transferring money out 
of the town.’ 

Mr MacGregor said: ‘A range 

for the association on contracts 
they have won.  Companies 
such as M&K MacLeod, 
Lochgilphead, Neil McGou-
gan, Taynuilt, Oban Electrical  
Services and Kevan Brown, 
Tiree are all working on current 
contracts for the Association. 

tender list but, as I am sure you 
will appreciate, the Association 
has to get the best value it can 
for its tenants’ money.’

ARGYLL College students 
who organised an Easter 
Fun Day at Oban’s Atlantis 
Leisure have raised £500 for 
Yorkhill Children’s Founda-
tion.

Traditional Easter games 
and egg hunts were com-
bined on the day with other 
attractions such as beat the 
goalie, running competitions 
and Body Zorbing.

VOLUNTEERS battling to save 
children’s services in the Soroba 
area have stepped up their fund-
raising efforts.

Support
The Soroba Young Families 

Project Group, part of the 
Soroba Young Families nursery, 
provides childcare support for 
families with young children 
that require extra help.

On Sunday the group made 

£500 at a fun day in the Ar-
gyllshire Gathering Halls and 

a Ladies Night on May 18 in the 
Palace Hotel.

At the weekend families 
enjoyed a bouncy castle, face 
painting and browsing colourful 
jewellery and other trade stalls.

There was also a visit from 
the emergency services, as 

impressed the youngsters with 
their vehicles.

Jayne Donn, chairwoman 
of Soroba Young Families 
Group’s fundraising committee, 
explained the majority of the 
group’s funding came from its 
own fundraising initiatives.

She said: ‘Our group offers 
support to mothers with children 
under three who are referred to 
us from a doctor or social work.

‘Although we receive funding 
from Argyll and Bute Council, 
our income has been cut drasti-
cally, so events like the ones 
we are planning are essential to 
allow us to carry on.’

Jayne became involved with 

the work of the project group.
The mother of six received as-

sistance after going into hospital 
for a back operation. 

Sitting behind the wheel of a fire engine is a joy for Oban four-year-olds Cameron Crowe, left, and Carrick Hobson. 15_t18soroba01

Soroba families’ support fundraising steps up a gear

PARKING tickets have 
dropped by over 60 per cent 
on this time last year with 
less than 20 being issued in 
Oban since the new year.

Compared to 2011 when 
January to March saw 48 
tickets handed out to offend-

months of this year has only 
seen 18 issued.

The reduction in tickets 
follows the withdrawal of 

the town last September.
A meeting of Oban Com-

munity Council heard that 
‘residents now know they 
can park anywhere except 
double yellow lines for as 
long as they want without 
having to pay’.

No wardens  - no 
parking tickets

THE DEADLINE for ap-
plications for the manager’s 
post at Oban Pheonix 
Cinema has been extended 
to May 9.

CONCERNS over the blocking 
of postboxes in Oban have been 
troubling residents lately – with 
one man calling on councillors 
to step in.

Boxes at the top and bottom of 
Crannaig A Mhinister have been 
blocked off meaning elderly 
residents have to endure a long 
walk to the nearest box if they 
want to post a letter.

But a spokesman for Royal 
Mail told The Oban Times:
‘There is a problem with the 
locks on these postboxes which 
makes them unable to use. 

‘The fault has been reported to 
our maintenance people and the 
locks should be replaced in the 
next week or so.’

AIT represents, including Oban 
and Lorn Tourism Association, 
Islay and Jura Marketing, Heart 
of Argyll Tourism Association, 
Holiday Mull and Iona, Inveraray 

Continued from Page 1 Marketing Group and Food 
from Argyll. Since it started, 
AIT has operated under the 
motto ‘Stronger Together’, 
something Mr Story believes 
underpins the whole ethos 
behind Argyll and the Isles as 

a marketing brand. He said: 
‘I think having the Duke of 
Argyll on the stand was a big 
plus.  The Duchess of Argyll 
became one of our directors 
two weeks ago and she has been 
very hard working.  She wasn’t 

able to make it to the Expo so 
the Duke came instead. Nobody 
could really compete with that 
and it showed we’re working 
hard together.

‘We hope to have two good 
years before our success is 

measured. It is always tough 
in a recession – especially in a 
double-dip recession, but there 
are more international buyers 
out there than ever before.’

VisitScotland chairman, Mike 
Cantley, said: ‘Argyll and the 

Isles is more co-ordinated than 
we’ve seen for some time and 
the different communities have 
come together really well.

‘The AIT stall was excellent 
and the enthusiasm of the team 
was a factor in its success.’

Alleged house 
robber arrested
A 39-YEAR-old man and 
a 26-year-old woman have 
been arrested in connection 
with a robbery at a house in 
Combie Street, Oban.

A 58-year-old occupant 
of the house was allegedly 
threatened with a knife dur-
ing the incident between 
1.30am and 2.30am on 
Monday morning.

The assailants are accused 
of demanding money and 
stealing property after push-
ing the victim to the ground.

A 39-YEAR-old man has 
been charged with causing 
alarm by presenting an air 
weapon at a 26-year-old 
woman in Oban’s Combie 
Street in the early hours of 
Monday morning.

POLICE on Mull are seeking 
information in relation to an 
attempted theft from a ship-
ping container at Balmacara, 
Dervaig.

The incident occurred be-
tween 7pm last Monday and 
8am the following morning.

It was clear that the con-
tainer, which is used to store 
diesel and plant equipment, 
had been tampered with 
during that period.

Anyone with any informa-
tion should contact PC Don-
ald MacCuish at Tobermory 
Police Station.

A WOMAN, who was 
stopped and searched by 
police in Main Street, 
Tobermory, Isle of Mull 
was allegedly found to be 
in possession of cocaine at 
11.30pm on Saturday.

The 22 year old is subject 
of a report to the procurator 

Man caused 
alarm with gun

Attempted theft 
at Dervaig

Cocaine charge 
in Tobermory

SUN PROTECTION
50%

OFF

NIVEA SUN & AMBRE SOLAIRE RANGES
(SELECTED LINES)

UP TO

16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN
www.gordonsdirect.com

BUY1
GET 2
FREE

HUGGIES 
BABY 
WIPES 
64PK
£2.59 
EACH

99p
SAVE £1.10
HERBAL ESSENCES 
SHAMPOOS
200ML
RRP £2.09

99p
SAVE £1.20
VASELINE 
ANTI-PERSPRIRANT
150ML
RRP £2.19

£1.49
HALF PRICE
VO5 GEL 200ML
RRP £2.99
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A CEILIDH organised by Fort William 
RC Primary School pupils recently 
raised nearly £400 for the charity Water 
Aid. 

The P6/7 class held fundraising events 
such as a quiz, a beat-the-goalie com-
petition and face-painting allowing the 
school to hold the ceilidh in the school 
hall. 

Parents were amongst those who 
provided traditional music and the 
youngsters showed them dances they 

had learned before parents and friends 
joined in the fun. 

Several of the children who played 
an active part told The Oban Times the 
evening was ‘exciting’ and ‘fun’ and 
many said ‘the music was brilliant’. 

The pupils are pictured, right, showing 
off their dance moves and the cheque for 
£398. 

Water Aid provides clean water and 
sanitation for people in poverty in Africa 
and Asia.

Ceilidh raises cash for Water Aid

A FORMER Kinlochleven 
High School pupil is off to 
Wembley Stadium - after 

the apprentice chef category 
at the Craft Guild of Chef 
Awards.

Lyndsay Michie, from 
Ballachulish, has been 
working at Michel Roux 
Jnr’s Le Gavroche restaurant 
in London for the past two 
years after impressing the 
Michelin-starred TV chef 
with her skills.

Lyndsey, 19, said: ‘I 
am delighted to reach the 

a fantastic way to pay tribute 
to chefs from across the 
industry and I can’t wait for 
Wembley!’

Lyndsay will have to wait 
until the special awards cer-
emony on Wednesday June 
13 at the famous stadium to 

coveted prize.
The Craft Guild of Chefs 

is the largest UK chefs asso-
ciation with 1,500 members 

Ballachulish girl Lyndsay 
Michie has been shortlisted 

for top chef award.

Young Ballachulish 

Yeoman Bontrup reborn from the ashes
£37million refit 
brings giant cargo 
ship back to Argyll

Fact file

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEVEN FLANAGAN

LESS than two years after it 
fell victim to one of the most 

has seen, the Yeoman Bontrup 
has returned to Glensanda after 

The 250m cargo vessel, capable 
of hauling nearly 100,000 tonnes 
of crushed granite from the 

back to its home off Oban’s coast 
last week. 

Owners Western Bridge 
Shipping Limited paid tribute 
to the staff of vessel operators 
Aggregate Industries for the 
swift and decisive action taken 
to avert disaster and help salvage 
one of the world’s few self 
unloading cargo ships.

The return of the Bontrup 
marks a total £60million 
investment in what is the UK’s 
only tug-less port of its kind, 
as Aggregate Industries re-
emphasises the importance of 
Europe’s largest granite quarry 
to its international operations.

For the staff at Glensanda 
Quarry, July 2 2010 will remain 
etched in their minds as the date 
the Yeoman Bontrup was nearly 

250metre ship’s deck on a lift 
belt, quickly spreading across 
the hull.

Thirty-one crew were aboard 
at the time and they were sent 

with their lives.  Many of the 
crew were Ukrainian and 
disembarked without passports 
or even clothes. 

total, but reached temperatures 
of up to 2,000 degrees centigrade 
for three days. In the words of 
Simon Turk, Western Bridge 
Shipping’s director of logistics: 
‘Anything that wasn’t made of 
steel ceased to exist.’ 

Such was the intensity of the 

poop deck was blown more than 
100 feet into the air by one of the 
explosions, landing on an upper 
section of the main deck.

Miraculously, no-one was 
hurt as Aggregate Industry staff 
combined with local emergency 
services to put in play a plan 
of action that averted complete 
disaster.

Addressing staff at the 
ceremony last week, Geoff Parkin, 
chairman of Western Bridge 
Shipping, said it is testament to 
the quality of response that the 
local environment remained 
unharmed by the disaster and 
the ship could be salvaged.

He said: ‘It is only because of 
your actions at the time that this 
big lady is back here again.’

Yeoman 
Bontrup was towed to Ijmuiden, 
Holland, until agreements could 
be reached to rebuild the ship. 
Incredibly 57,000 tonnes of 
cargo survived the blaze and 
was delivered to the buyer in 
Amsterdam en route.

Then, on December 5, the 
boat began its 12-day journey to 

Jonathan Campbell, operations 
director of Aggregate Industries, 
said the decision to rebuild was 
very much 50/50.

‘I was upset this happened 
at Glensanda,’ he said. ‘But I 
was pleased as well because 
the people on this site are so 
professional and their actions 
were exceptional. That’s the 
reason so much of the boat 
survived.

‘In today’s market, it would cost 
about £61million to commission 
a new ship.  

‘It was the survival of the 
engine that helped make our 
decision. Had that gone, I don’t 
think the Bontrup would have 

though is increased production 
here at Glensanda again. It also 
puts us back in control of our 
own vessels and therefore our 
supply to our customers.’

found granite had fused with 
the hull to form a whole new 
material that took days to hand-
chisel off.

Furthermore, such was the 
damage to the hull that sections 
of the main deck had to be 
removed in a three dimensional 
chessboard arrangement, 

something Simon Turk described 

However, the size of the ship 
meant the rebuild could start at 
one end while deconstruction 
continued at the other.  

Progress was rapid and on 
March 25, the Bontrup had been 
completely rebuilt, returning 
to Glensanda in April for 

Amsterdam.
Getting back behind the helm 

was Captain John Jackson. He 
had retired prior to the boat’s 
return but found the draw of 

took the Japanese-built vessel 

to Amsterdam and preparing 
for the second, the 66-year-old 
former Oban High School pupil 
said: ‘It’s great to see the Yeoman 
Bontrup back.  I took her out a 
week ago and I didn’t think I’d 
be able to do that again because 
the damage was so major. 

‘It was such a close decision on 
whether she got repaired or not.   

‘The Bontrup and its sister 
ship, the Yeoman Bridge, are 
the biggest self unloaders in the 
world and it’s quite exciting to 
bring this ship back.’

Captain Jackson, who has 
worked at Glensanda since 1985, 

and he is very proud of how his 
team responded to the accident. 

‘It was very sad to see the 
Bontrup
thing was to get everyone off 
the ship,’ he said. ‘No-one was 
injured, no-one lost their life and 
there was no pollution.’

of improvements could be 

improved, while new technology 
means the life of the ship has 
been extended to another 20 
years.  

The return of the Bontrup 
coincides with Aggregate 
Industries’ Project Highlander 
development.

The £24million project will see 
the quarry’s long-used crusher 
moved, not only to help access 
up to 15 years’ worth of deposits, 
but to improve the site’s fuel 

to the crusher, built in 1969, 
currently uses too much diesel. 
Long-term, the project paves 
the way for a more sustainable 
future for Glensanda, which can 
only be reached by sea.  A series 
of new wildlife corridors are 
being created, with the company 

The Yeoman Bontrup is powered by a giant, two stroke, six 
cylinder engine, capable of generating 20,940bhp. 15_t18yeoman6

having recently planted 18,000 
indigenous species of trees.

Not only will this help the 

continue their spread, but in the 
future bio-mass energy plants 
will help power operations at 
the quarry. John Campbell said: 
‘Yes, the construction sector is 

the UK.  Some projects may be 
on hold, but elsewhere countries 
continue to invest.  It is because 
we believe in this site and its 
future that we are committed 
to Glensanda and why there is a 
combined £60million investment 
here.’ 

It looked to be the end for the Yeoman Bontrup after the vessel went ablaze on July 2, 2010, with 
plumes of thick, black smoke rising into the air for days. t18bontrupfire1

Just 609 days later the vessel returned to its home port at 
Glensanda. 15_t18yeoman1

Capable of transporting 97,000 tonnes, the Bontrup is one of the largest self-unloading ships in the 
world, matched only by sister ship, Yeoman Bridge. 15_t18yeoman2

Operations director Jonathan Campbell, right, welcomes the 
crew back onboard the Yeoman Bontrup during last week’s 

celebrations. 15_t18yeoman3

The Yeoman Bontrup was 
built as the Western Bridge
by Tsuneishi and Hashi-
hama Shipbuilding, Japan, 
and launched in 1991.

Prior to July 2010, the ship 
transported iron ore and 
coal from the Americas, 
Africa and Europe for the 
European steel industry.  

Western Bridge Shipping 
Limited (WBSL), a joint 
venture between Foster 
Yeoman Ltd and Beheers-
maatschappij Fr Bontrup 
BV, bought the vessel in 
September 2002, renaming 
her and putting her into 
shuttle service between the 
Glensanda and Bremanger 
super-quarries.

In the seven years and 
nine months until the 

312 voyages for WBSL,
transporting more than 
22.5million tonnes of cargo 
more than 490,000 miles.

In total, one million man 
hours were spent rebuilding 
the ship.

Around 2,200 metric tonnes 
of steel was replaced in the 

electrical cable was used. 
Approximately £185,000 
was spent on rope alone.

One of Europe’s largest 
cranes was used to rebuild 
the ship, standing at 
120metres – carrying out 
60,000 lifts.

The Yeoman Bridge is a 
self-unloader, so-called be-
cause the cargo drops into 
conveyors to be dropped off 
via an adjustable chute.

The discharge system is 
made up of seven conveyors, 
capable of unloading 6,000 
tonnes per hour.

Up to 2,200 homes could be 
powered by the Bontrup’s
new auxiliary engines.

One voyage of the Yeoman 
Bontrup fully loaded takes 
3,000 lorries off the road

Some 126million tonnes of 
granite has been shipped 
from Glensanda since 1985.

worldwide in food service 
and hospitality.

Its members range from 
students and trainees to 
top management working 
everywhere from Michelin-
starred restaurants to school 
catering divisions and 
military units.

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

DUAL MOTOR UPGRADE
FREE DELIVERY

£300 TRADE IN FOR YOUR OLD CHAIR
FREE HEAT & MASSAGE

CUSTOM MADE IN THE UK
ANY WIDTH, ANY DEPTH, ANY SEAT HEIGHT

(18, 25 and 35 stone chairs available)

For our FREE all products brochure 
or to arrange for a FREE home demonstration

FREEPHONE
0800 056 1886
www.scotmob.co.uk

SCOTTISH

MOBILITY
PART OF CHAIRS
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SPRING OFFERS
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RISE AND RECLINE CHAIRS, ADJUSTABLE BEDS AND SOFAS

FREE 5 YEAR 
EXTENDED 

WARRANTY!*

BUY ONE 
GET ONE 

HALF PRICE!!HEAR OUR 
ADVERT ON 

SMOOTH
RADIO “Cothrom math coinneachadh 

ri daoine a tha sàs anns a' ghnìomhachas 
agus sgilean ùra is cudthromach ionnsachadh"

“Cùrsa sònraichte math 
airson daoine de gach aois is gach eòlas.”

DIOPLÒMA ANNS NA MEADHANAN GÀIDHLIG

Airson foirm-iarrtais cuiribh fios gu:
01471 888336
sm00cni@uhi.ac.uk

Chaidh an cùrsa seo a dhealbh airson luchd-trèanaidh ullachadh 
airson saoghal craolaidh an latha an-diugh. Tha oileanaich air an 
trèanadh ann an suidheachadh Gàidhlig agus ann an dòighean 
a' ghnìomhachais, a' toirt dhaibh an cothrom teisteanas aig àrd-ìre a 
chosnadh agus aig an aon àm eòlas fhaighinn air dreuchdan 
eadar-dhealaichte anns na meadhanan.

Tha oileanaich a faighinn bogadh anns na sgilean bunaiteach a tha 
deatamach airson a bhith ag obair anns nameadhanan fhad ‘s a tha 
iad cuideachd a’ leasachadh nan sgilean cànain aca. As dèidh 
bliadhna aig a’ Colaiste cuiridh oileanaich seachad bliadhna 
a' trèanadh anns a' ghnìomhachas.

Ceann-là airson iarrtasan: Dihaoine 8 An t-Ògmhios 2012
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Lorn Lines

SOLICITORS from MacPhee and Partners saddled up as the 
company announced its Will Month fundraiser for Oban and 
Lorn Riding For Disabled (RDA).

Throughout the month of May, anyone who wants to make or 
update a will be invited to make a donation of their choosing 

Kelie Cooper, wills and executry paralegal at MacPhee in 
Oban and Fort William, said: ‘A lot of people say they want to 
make a will but don’t want to pay a solicitor’s fee for it. So here, 
they can make one up and give a donation towards a valued and 
important local charity.’

ARGYLL Christian Aid will hold a book sale in St John’s 
Church, George Street, in support of Christian Aid Week. 

music, talks, tea and coffee and as many books as organisers 
can gather for sale. 

Argyll Christian Aid said it hoped to get all local congrega-
tions involved and appealed for donated books and volunteers to 
staff the stalls.

Anyone who can help can contact the Rev Dugald Cameron 

MEMBERS and leaders of Oban Youth Cafe joined the 
Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust on a three-day trip on 
board the trust’s research vessel Silurian.

The trip, which was part of a project funded by Awards for 
All Scotland, was used to encourage the young passengers from 
Oban Youth Cafe to reconnect with their natural heritage. 

Silurian sailed from Tobermory to the Small Isles, Lunga and 
Staffa. 

Later this year, an Awards for All Scotland funded project 
will also deliver two week-long education trips for schools in 
remote coastal communities in the Hebrides. On board Silurian 
are, from left, Kyle McNeill, Brandon Ferris, youth leader 
Kenny McCorquodale and Joshua Straub. Photgraph by G Cave/HWDT.

CELEBRITY chef Nick Nairn 
stopped in Oban recently while 
on a trip to the west coast to visit 

Nick has been involved with 
Scottish salmon farming for a 
number of years but decided the 
time was right to update himself 

on progress in the industry. He 
said: ‘This industry is the single 
most valuable food commodity 

million per year and provides 
vast employment.

‘It is a fantastic product. It is 
safe, it is sustainable and it is 

Scottish.’ But he warned: ‘The 
recent government consultation 
about the industry has produced 
proposals that are ill informed 
and focus on problems that have 
been eradicated. It is an industry 
we should be helping rather than 
hindering.’

farming during visit to Oban

Salmon farming is an industry we should be helping rather than hindering says top chef Nairn. 
16_t17nairn01

2,012 balloons herald 20 years of Oban High School’s USA link

Glasgow
next stop 
on Oban 
Airport

Housing need 
fuels ‘local’ 
frustration
‘Outsiders’ not gaining 
favour say associations

OT

A PUPIL from Oban High 

balloons from Oban’s North 

anniversary with Scotland High 
School in Laurinburg, North 
Carolina, USA.

The annual school exchange 

programme has been extended 

prompting a major fundraising 
effort on both sides of the pond.
The main fundraising event in 
Oban, ahead of the Americans’ 
visit this June, will be a balloon 

attached to each one. Whoever 
has the farthest travelled balloon 
returned to the school will win 
the main  prize.

tickets, the pupils who sells the 
most will have the honour of 

releasing the balloons from a 
curtainsider lorry, donated for 
the day by Oban Express.

Janice O’Docherty, who 
is helping to organise the 
fundraiser, explained: ‘Hosting 
the Laurinburg students and staff 

which covers their transport on 
trips from Oban to places like 
Glasgow or Edinburgh.’

Meanwhile, plans are 

anniversary ceilidh in the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls on 

will serve as a celebration of the 

it will be open to anyone who 
wishes to attend.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Third Sector Grants fund 

towards the cost of the ceilidh.

AUDITIONS begin soon for 
Oban’s Spotlight Musical 
Theatre Group’s next produc-
tion.

The group will perform 
the Mel Brooks musical The 
Producers, recently made 
famous by Hollywood stars 
Uma Thurman and Will Ferrell. 
Auditions will take place in 
the next few weeks, before 
rehearsals start for show dates 

Oban auditions for 
The Producers

FLIGHTS between Oban 
Airport and Glasgow could 
become a reality following 
discussions between airport 
operators Hebridean Airways 
and the local authority.

In the week Argyll and 
Bute Council, which owns 
the airport, began advertising 
the tender for the marketing 
of Oban Airport, it revealed 
the Glasgow connection was a 
possibility. Since the awarding 
of the contract for lifeline air 
services to Coll, Colonsay and 
Tiree to Hebridean Airways last 
year, the council said there had 
been an increase in passenger 
numbers.

A council spokeswoman 
added: ‘A marketing strat-
egy would look at local needs, 
tourism and business needs 
and would be prepared together 
with all stakeholders in Oban 
Airport. We are delighted 
Hebridean Airways include 
Islay in its routes and already 
offer improved links from 
Oban. This may in the future 
include services to Glasgow and 
other destinations.’

WITH a housing waiting list in 

applications, frustrations are 
growing among those who would 
consider themselves ‘local’.

Many perceive that people 
coming into the area in search of 
accommodation are competing 
for, if not favoured for, these 
precious properties. 

Not so, says the county’s two 
largest housings associations.

The chief executives of Argyll 
Community Housing Association 
(ACHA) and West Highland 
Housing Association (WHHA) 
said the facts don’t back up such 
a perception. However, ACHA’s 
Alastair MacGregor admitted 
the more relevant issue was how 

He said: ‘This legislation, 
laudable and supported 
unanimously by the political 
parties, has thrown up some key 
challenges.

‘Firstly, homelessness now 
presents as a priority for 
rehousing.

‘The homeless categories are 
not, as commonly assumed, to 
cover those who just don’t have a 
roof over their head but someone 
who already has a house but 
could be deemed as legally 
homeless because their medical 
condition doesn’t allow them to 
live comfortably in their home.

‘This has created a perception 
of unfairness and has resulted in 
more people having to present 
themselves as homeless to try 
and qualify for a house because 

the normal waiting list or transfer 
list gives less opportunity.’

Mr MacGregor said landlords 
should have greater discretion 
within their allocation policies 
to meet local needs. 

He added: ‘The association 
feels there has to be something 
wrong with the system which 
makes it easier for you to have 
a chance of housing in Mull if 
you present yourself as homeless 
from Hemel Hempstead and get 

living with your parents in Salen 

Lesley MacInnes of WHHA 
said: ‘Figures for the housing 
waiting list show that more than 

themselves to be Scottish.
‘The vast majority of our lets 

now and in the past are to people 
who are living and working in 
Oban. 

‘From our information, six 

to people who did not describe 
themselves as Scottish; of these 
only two would be described as 
eastern European. 

‘In addition two of the six 
were already housed by either 

properties and only two went to 
people who described themselves 
as not Scottish.

‘In all these cases the people 
have been living and working 
in Oban for a number of years, 
therefore it is not the case that 
people are just arriving and 
being housed.’

The properties have been specially designed by Bield Housing and Care (www.bield.co.uk), a non-profit organisation with charitable status who devise innovative housing methods and care services aimed for 
the recently-retired and older market, in order to enable people to retain as much independence as possible. Properties available on a shared ownership basis £105,000 represents an 80% share of the property.

Development at Glenshellach
Oban, Argyll
£105,000 each for 80% share

New development of six affordable cottages 
with NHBC Warranty.

Specially designed for the elderly retired market, 
with tailored amenities.

Within easy reach of the town centre and 
local facilities. 

The development will comprise: Six 2-bedroom 
cottages with fully fitted amenity showers/WC 
areas and newly-fitted kitchens.

Double glazing. Dimplex Duo heat electric panel 
heating. Benefits from solar panel water heating.

Managed gardens to the front and rear, with 
patios to the rear.

Dedicated off street parking for each property. 
Bus service close by.

Adjacent smaller cottages are also available 
to rent through Bield Housing and Care.

01631 566 122
bellingram.co.uk

Get a taste of the easy life

Open Day
10am – 2pm, 10th May
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THE BRIDE and groom 
showed no trace of wedding 
nerves despite their youth and 
the fact the happy occasion was 

being recorded by the BBC. 
But maybe it was because it 
was play acting. Dunbeg’s 
school pupils were helping the 

BBC out in a special series of 
Scottish dancing – their project 
had been to look at music and 
dancing at weddings.

Best of friends: Bill and Ben with Mrs MacKay’s 11-year-old daughter Nicola. 

THERE is a limit to the 
patience of any self-respecting 
dog and Ben the Labrador is no 
exception.

When Ben gets tired of being 
teased by the family cat Bill, he 
has a novel way of establishing 
who’s boss – Ben simply digs a 
big hole in the garden, lifts the 

cat by the back of the neck and 
buries him.

Disappears 
Luckily Ben’s owner, Mary 

MacKay, of Jenkins Park, Fort 
Augustus, has always been 

disappears.
She said: ‘The odd thing is 

that the cat seems to enjoy the 
game and quite happily submits 
to being buried.

‘If the cat vanishes some day 
I’ll just have to hope that Ben 
will lead me to the grave before 
it is too late. 

‘I’ve heard of dogs burying 
bones - but a cat?’

Ben uses cat as bone of contention

Hot chocolate debate ends
THE SHED on Islay which 
caused a storm in a paint pot 

approval – and it will be staying 
its present colour.

Bridgend Sawmills’ shed found 
itself in the middle of a row after 
Argyll and Bute District Council 
objected to the colour it was 
painted.

The shed was light brown with 

thought it should be chocolate 
brown – they had stipulated 
this colour when planning 
permission was granted.

Enforcement action was taken 
against the business, run by 

Mike Harrison, but he appealed 
and elected to have his case 
heard by a public enquiry.

This was held last month and 
the Secretary of State has now 
found in Mr Harrison’s favour.

dispute that the alleged breach 
of planning control has taken 

been painted dark brown but I 
consider the issue to be whether 
the conditions requiring that the 
building be painted dark brown 
are necessary.

is specially prominent or that it 
causes a major impact.’

THOMAS Smith & Sons 
(Kirkoswald) Limited has 
announced it is to open a new 
pallet wood and fencing mill 
creating 33 new jobs at the 
Kilmallie sawmill, based at 
Corpach, Fort William.

Managing director Thomas 
Smith said on Tuesday: ‘We 
have done our homework. We 
have investigated the avail-
ability of raw materials and 
we have decided to build a 
pallet wood and fencing mill.’

The new mill will be housed 
in the Old Log Line Building 
– the original mill building 
– and work to remove old 
equipment and re-equip the 
building for its new use will 
being immediately, said Mr 
Smith.

He added: ‘It is hoped to 
have it operational by the end 
of the year.’

The new venture will create 
15 jobs in the mill, and one 

and another 15 jobs on the 
forest harvesting side.

33 new jobs 
for Corpach 

Smokers quit to boost funds

A western style ‘Wanted’ poster helped the four to publicise their 
campaign. Left to right: Alan, George, John and Dave.

FOUR EX-SMOKERS who all 
work in Strathclyde Regional 
Council’s roads department in 
Lochgilphead have managed 
to kick the habit – and raised 
£211 for Cancer Research in the 
process.

Their campaign started on 
National No Smoking Day in 
March and all four, who were 
heavy smokers, can still say 
they have not succumbed to 
temptation since.

Alan McDonald, George 

McConnel, John McFadden and 
Dave Tomlinson all pledged to 
give up smoking for 30 days 
from No Smoking Day.

They got their colleagues in the 

for what was a team effort – if 
one of them gave in, the whole 
effort was lost.

But not only did the four 
manage the 30 days, they are 
still off the cigarettes. They now 
hope their success will inspire 
other smokers to kick the habit.

LOCHALSH twins Christina, left, and Laura Robin 
with their own nesting boxes thanks to Plockton High 
School and the Forestry Commission.

The school make bird and bat boxes with commission 
supplied wood and the nesting boxes are then placed in 
woodlands throughout the area.

Ron Johnstone, Forest District Manager based at Bal-
macara, said the nesting box programme is an example 
of the commission’s commitment to conservation and 
a celebration of the European year of the environment, 

at Dornie, where their parents have the Robin’s Nest 
Restaurant, now have their own nesting boxes for their 
garden. 

Lochalsh twins 
build nesting boxes

AFTER a week of evading capture, a huge Alsatian dog which was 

The dog, very thin and with a badly injured leg, is now recovering 

West of Scotland Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.
Local people, the police force and Mr Douglas were all involved in 

the search for the dog.

Connel Alsatian captured

Friends already: Bert Douglas with the Alsatian dog. 

The wedding party – pupils with BBC presenter Bill Torrance, the band and teachers. 

Dunbeg ‘wedding’ on the BBC

HUNDREDS of local people 
took to the streets of Fort 
William on Saturday to walk, 

course to raise money for Cancer 
Research UK.

Early estimates suggest as 
much as £7,000 was raised at 
the second annual Lochaber 
Together 5k run, which saw more 
than 300 racers start from the 
BA Club, run up to Inverlochy 
and complete a loop back to the 
BA.

After a poignant balloon 
release in memory of loved 
ones, organised by Highland 
Weddings and Events, Provost 

started the race.
A great atmosphere developed 

number of spectators present to 
cheer competitors over the line. 
The Ben Nevis cheerleaders 
performed a cheerleading 
display and local strongmen 
put on a dramatic truck-pull 
demonstration after the race.

West Highlanders 
head to polls for 
council elections
PEOPLE across the west 
Highlands are today casting 
their vote to decide who 
will represent their areas in 
the Highland Council and 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar for 

Prospective councillors have 
been campaigning for a number 
of weeks to try and persuade 
local people to vote for them 
at the ballot box. The counting 
of Highland Council votes 
will take place at Inverness 
Leisure Centre tomorrow 
(Friday). Results from the 22 
wards, including Eilean a Cheò 
(Ward 11), Caol and Mallaig 
(Ward 12) and Fort William 
and Ardnamurchan (Ward 22), 
are expected to be announced 

Alistair Dodds will announce 
the winning candidates from the 
stage, and the results will also 
be posted on the council website 
and Twitter page, as well as The 
Oban Times website.

Votes of Western Isles 
residents will be counted using 
an electronic counting device 
at Ionad Spòrs Leòdhais, 
Stornoway where it is hoped the 
new councillors in each of the 
nine wards will be announced 
by 2pm. 

Highland Council currently 
has 25 Independent Group 
councillors, 22 Liberal 
Democrats, 17 SNP, seven 

Members’ Group and four 
from the Independent Alliance 
Group.Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar has 25 Independent 
councillors, four from SNP and 
2 from Labour.

LARGE crowds gathered at 
Mallaig Harbour on Friday to 

the port’s new £950,000 yacht 
pontoons.

The facility, which was 
completed last September, 
comprises of berthing for up 
to 48 yachts with water and 
electricity services available.

Council, whose Sail West project 
has helped fund the new marina, 
attended the celebrations along 
with representatives of Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE) and 
Highland Council. 

Sail West is an EU-funded 
initiative which aims to increase 
marine tourism throughout 
the west of Scotland, Northern 
Ireland and Ireland.

Local youngsters Shannon 
Cameron and Cian MacVarish 
won a competition to design a 
logo for the marina and took part 
in the ribbon cutting ceremony.

Mallaig Harbour port manager 
Robert MacMillan, who spoke 
during the celebrations, told 

The Oban Times he hoped the 
pontoon would be good for the 
local area.

He said: ‘We are certainly 
hoping both the harbour and the 

the facility here. The day went 
really well. We wanted to get off 
with a good start and hopefully 
we can get plenty of yachts in 
over the summer.

now and we’re looking forward 

yachting business.’
Boost

Local resident and community 
council member Jacqueline 
MacDonald welcomed the new 
facility and hoped it would 
provide the village with a boost.

She said: ‘Hopefully it will be 
a good thing for the village and 
bring people in. It looks really 
nice and it’s all lit up in the 
evenings, which is lovely.

Sail West chairman Garry Martin was assisted by local schoolchildren Shannon Cameron and Cian MacVarish to cut the ribbon to 
officially open the new facility.

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

‘Anything that brings more 
tourists in has got to be a good 
thing.’

A new website to raise 
awareness of the marina has 
been created at www.mallaig-
yachting-marina.com.

Pupils from Mallaig Primary 
performed the Gaelic song ‘Thig 
a Mhalaig’ (Come to Mallaig) 
while Rev Pamela Gordon and 
Father Andrew Barrett offered 
opening and closing prayers.

Local piper Callan MacBeth 
played a number of tunes during 
the ceremony from the new 
pontoon, while the crowds looked 
on before everyone moved into 
the nearby West Highland Hotel 
for a buffet lunch.

The new facility was part 
funded under the Sail West 

Mallaig Harbour Authority, 
(HIE) and by The Highland 
Council. Sail West is funded 
through the EU’s INTERREG 
IVA programme and currently 
has around 20 mostly public 
sector partners.

Winning trio, from left, John Treasurer, second place, race 
winner Craig MacLean and his brother Bruce, who finished third. 

20_f18run01

local youngster Craig MacLean, 
repeating his win from last year. 
His superb time of 17minutes 

and 37 seconds faster than his 

previous winning time. Second 
to complete the course was John 
Treasurer followed by Bruce 
MacLean, Craig’s younger 
brother.

Lochaber Together chairman 

Adam Ramsey said: ‘We would 
like to say a huge thank you to 
all of our sponsors who helped 
to make this event a success, to 
everyone that worked hard to 
make the event happen and to 
everyone that came along to take 
part or contribute. 

‘Everybody had a fantastic 
day and we are thrilled with 
the amount we have raised so 
far. Cancer Research UK are 
dedicated to beating cancer and 
we will continue to help them 
achieve this.’

Every competitor completing 
the course was rewarded with a 
Cancer Research UK medal and 
goody bag. Youngsters were kept 
amused by the bouncy castle 
and new bouncy slide provided 
by Fort William Bouncy Castle 
Hire.

Face painting, circus skills, 
balloon modelling and 
fascinating DNA experiments 
with Cancer Research UK 
scientists also featured on the 
day.

Hundreds take to Fort’s streets 
for annual Lochaber Together 5k

Celebrations 
mark opening 
of new Mallaig 
pontoons
Large crowds gather to watch 
ribbon-cutting ceremony

Skye carers nominated for award
A SKYE-based charity has been 
nominated for a national charity 
award in the community action 
category.

Skye and Lochalsh Young Car-
ers, which looks after children 
and young adults who are re-
sponsible for the care of others, 

-
cil for Voluntary Organisations 

Scottish Charity Awards. The 
charity, set up in 2000, provides 
support to combat isolation, ac-
cess skill development and meet 
young carers’ needs. Local MSP 
Dave Thompson nominated the 
Portree-based charity for the 
award. He said: ‘It is a charity 

-
ference in Skye, Lochaber and 

Badenoch.
‘Skye and Lochalsh Young 

Carers has truly made a differ-
ence for youngsters who have 
the heavy responsibility of car-
ing for a relative. The one to one 
and group support, the respite 
outings and advocacy support 
are crucial in alleviating some of 
the hardship of being a carer.’

A MOTORCYCLIST was killed 
in a crash with a van on the A86 
near Roy Bridge on Tuesday 
evening.

The man, a 42-year-old from 
the Yorkshire area, was taken to 
Belford Hospital where he died 
from his injuries.

Police closed the road at around 
6.30pm to allow investigations 
to take place. The road was not 
re-opened until Wednesday 
afternoon.

Police appealed for anyone 
with any information about 
the incident to contact them on 
01463 715555.

Motorcyclist killed

NEWSDESK
01631 568000
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TOBERMORY’S lifeboat 
launched three times in a 
dramatic 24 hours for the 
volunteer crew last week. 

call on Thursday April 26 after 
a 58-tonne sail training vessel 

crew got caught up in creel ropes 
in heavy seas off the Isle of Iona. 

But the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution (RNLI) were not 
the only ones on hand to assist. 
The Royal Netherlands Navy’s 
newly commissioned warship 
Friesland was already helping 
the stricken vessel when the 
lifeboat arrived.

After an arduous 100 mile, 
10 hour trip at sea the crew 

successfully got the youngsters 
to safety at Kerrera.

However, soon after returning 
home Tobermory’s volunteer 
crew was called to launch again 
following a report of an empty 

in the Sound of Mull.
The RIB belonged to a local 

scallop diver who had been 

diving when the RIB had been 
spotted apparently empty and 
adrift.

Amiss
Tobermory RNLI Deputy 

Second Coxswain Andrew 

alarm with good intent and I 
would always urge the public not 
to hesitate to call the Coastguard 

if they think they see something 
amiss at sea. We would much 
rather be called out to a false 
alarm than be called out too 
late.’

The third shout for the team 
came on Friday April 27. Just 
hours after returning from the 
previous incident they were 
rushing off  to launch the 

all-weather lifeboat Elizabeth 
Fairlie Ramsey yet again. A 
research vessel had lost engine 
power and was drifting in the 

of Tobermory. 
As the lifeboat rushed to the 

scene, the crew of the research 

and restarted the engines. The 

lifeboat crew stood by as the 
vessel got under way. Tobermory 
RNLI Deputy Second Coxswain 

our third shout in 24 hours. 

needed but our rapid response 
shows that our volunteers are 
prepared to drop everything 
when their pagers go off.’

Isle of Mull lifeboat crew to the rescue three times in 24-hour period

THE SUN shone on the new 
visitor information centre in 

week.
Having opened its doors on 

April 2, the centre has seen a 

on this time last year.

Columba Hotel and the White 
Building on the North Pier, was 

William Petrie, out-going Argyll 
and Bute Council Provost; Ian 
Cleaver, chairman of the visitor 

information centre committee of 
Argyll and the Isles; and Paddy 
Crerar, a board member on Visit 
Scotland. 

Piper Harry Stage played to 
welcome members of staff and 
representatives of VisitScotland 
and Argyll and the Isles Tourism 
Partnership.

Damage to VisitScotland’s 
Argyll Square centre led to its 
closure on May 13 last year, 
with the visitor information 
centre subsequently moving to 
Oban’s Caledonian MacBrayne  

(CalMac) ferry terminal in the 
interim. The new premises pro-
vide a central location and has 

-

than in Argyll Square.

in Oban and I think most people 
will gravitate to this point, which 
has a beautiful outlook onto the 
town.

accommodated here, they may 

but with modern communica-
tions that is no hardship.’

At the opening Provost Petrie 
was wearing his Oban chain of 

by former owner and editor 
of The Oban Times Mrs Flora 
Macaulay in 1953.

point of view this is a tremen-
dous step forward for Oban and 
we would like to thank CalMac 

period.’

Paddy Crerar, Provost William Petrie and Ian Cleaver officially open the new visitor information centre alongside staff members, from 
left, Riona MacCormick, Lauranne Gibson, Martin McCara, David Nicolson, Annette Wood and Amy Robertson. 15_t17tourist01

Oban’s new visitor centre 

MacQueen Bros Charitable Trust shop volunteer Mary Field presents cheques to Ellie MacNiven, 
left, of Oban High School Pipe Band, and Jenny Livingstone of Oban Pipe Band. 15_t18pipeband01

TWO Oban pipe bands have 

each after a generous donation 
from the MacQueen Bros 
Charitable Trust.

Oban Pipe Band and Oban 
High School Pipe Band will 
incur major travel costs this 
coming competition season 
and Alistair Dewar, vice 
chairman of the school band and 
fundraising convenor of Oban 
Pipe Band, described the grants 

both bands, wish to thank most 
sincerely MacQueen Bros 
Charitable Trust for the very 

each band.

money and always welcomed, 
as it is a very expensive business 

bands.
Expense

year as the bands prepare for the 
competition season, considerable 
expense is incurred in travel to 
the various locations throughout 
Scotland and indeed again this 
year to Northern Ireland.’

MacQueen Bros Charitable 
Trust has also made a donation 

from charitable 
trust donations
Pipers and sea cadets gain funds   

from MacQueen Bros Charitable Trust

Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) are being 
invited to enter its annual 
gardening competition.

The Garden in Bloom 
competition invites tenants to 
nominate a friend or neighbour 
to win a trophy and cash prize 
for their beautiful gardens.

Entries must be received by 
June 29.

Top garden 
nominations 
sought by ACHA

CalMac appoint 
new managing 
director ahead 
of re-tendering

Fancy dress to 
add colour to 
town carnival day

BID4Oban has received a cash boost 
from its new partner in the town – the 
Chamber of Commerce.

The two organisations have formed 
an alliance aiming to improve Oban 
for businesses and residents.

to the BID group on behalf of the 
chamber, said he was delighted to 

contribute to the worthwhile project. 

go in this town but BIDs is a really 
worthwhile scheme and I wish it every 
success,’ said The Iona Shop owner.

Lindsay MacDonald, owner of 
Corran House and Markie Dan’s, 
Rosanne Ogden, senior solicitor in 
MacPhee and Partners, and Andrea 

Simpson, partner in Ark Hairdressing, 
accepted the cheque on behalf of the 
BID4Oban steering group. Rosanne 

in hand with the Chamber to deliver 
opportunities for networking, co-
operation and business development 

business concerns.’

Chamber and BIDS4Oban join forces

DISABLED parking at Oban’s 
Corran Halls could be improved 
after Argyll and Bute Council 
revealed plans to repaint the 
bays.

The local authority announced 
the car parks opposite the 
venue would be re-marked this 
June after a reader complained 
the existing provision was 
inadequate – with a bike shelter 
having been built across half of 
one of the bays.

One local who had to use the 

disabled parking bay at the 
Corran Halls has a bike shelter in 
it. We had to park over the other 
white line so that my wheelchair 
could get past.’

Current UK statutory 
government ratios for disabled 
parking requires one bay be 
made available per 20 spaces. 

An Argyll and Bute Council 

parking was installed in 2009 
after consultation with planning, 
roads and transport policy.

funded by HITRANS/Argyll 
and Bute Council as one of the 
recommendations of the Active 
Travel Audit that was carried out 
for Oban. 

main road so are able to offer 

aids accessibility when the 
disabled slots are full and this is 
not affected by the cycle shelter.

are trained staff available to 
assist users of all abilities and 
users can contact the Corran 
Halls in advance should they 
have any special requirements.

bays, near gardens at the former 
public toilets, are also available 
for all users.

parking bay be needed, simple 
road-marking would re-instate 
the bay.

scheduled to be relined June.’

Disabled visitors to Oban’s 
Corran Halls have to negotiate 

half a bay near the entrance 
after Argyll and Bute Council 

built a cycle-shelter in it 
three years ago. Parking bays 
will be re-lined next month.          

15_t18corranparking1

Disabled
parking
in line for 
improvement

CARNIVAL spirit will be 
conjured throughout Oban for 
next month’s Charities Day and 
Street Fair – which promises to 
be the best yet.

Oban and Lorn Lions Club 
is this year asking street fair 
stallholders and carnival 
participants to get into fancy 
dress to bring a touch of glitz to 
the annual event.

Held at Station Square on June 
9, a parade is planned through 
the town from the town’s 
Corran Halls to Station Square 
to bring even more glamour to 
proceedings.

One of the organisers, Alex 
Milligan, says it is all in the 

year the organisers would like to 
give the parade a bit more of a 

carnival atmosphere with a bit 
of razzmatazz. It’s a fun day 
when community and voluntary 
groups in the area can get dressed 
up, hopefully in fancy dress, set 
up fundraising stalls, sell their 
wares and raise awareness of 
what they do – having fun at 
the same time. We’re hoping 
participants will dress up and be 
way out, even if only for a few 
hours.’

Any group wishing to 
participate in the parade, whether 
walking, dancing, playing 

should contact Alex at Webster 
of Oban, 19 Stafford Street.

Those organisations looking to 
take a stall should contact John 
Lloyd on 01631 562762 or email 
oban3108@aol.com.

MARTIN Dorchester will take 
over as Caledonian MacBrayne’s 
(CalMac) new managing director 
next week, replacing interim 
MD Gary Robertson.

Coming from a strong retail 
and haulage background, Mr 
Dorchester joined the company 

take the reigns on May 11.

oversee the company’s bid to re-
tender for ferry services across 
the Clyde and Hebrides, with the 
process due to start next year.

David MacBrayne chief 

the services of a senior manager 
with a proven track record in a 
number of sectors relevant in 
a ferry transport and logistics 
business such as ours. 

individual with a proven track 
record in delivering sustainable 
growth through commercial and 
market development strategies 
and in Martin we have found 
that individual. 

on 25 routes and each year we 
carry more than 4.5 million 
passengers, more than one 
million cars and around 100,000 
commercial vehicles and 
coaches. It is a complex business 

in which customer focus and 
operational excellence are key. 

to 1851 but, with the lifeline 
services we currently provide 
due to be re-tendered by the 
Scottish Government in 2013, 
the next 12 months will be some 
of the most important in our 
history.

secured the services of a manager 
of Martin’s calibre at such a 
crucial time in the company’s 
development. I would also like 
to take this opportunity to thank 

Gary Robertson who has acted 
as interim managing director on 
a short-term contract for the past 
six months.’

Mr Dorchester brings 

experience from previous roles 
with Dixon’s Store Group, Argos 
PLC, the London Borough of 
Hackney, Maersk/Norfolkline, 
B&Q and J Sainsbury. 

He was until recently 

Spicerhaart Group, the UK’s 
largest independent property 
services company. 

Mr Dorchester, a married man 
with two grown-up children and 
a daughter at secondary school, 

with a long and proud history. 
I’m hugely looking forward 
to leading the business at 
such an important time in its 
development. 

past 150-plus years and I want 
to ensure that we continue to 
build on that. The focus will be 
on the continuing development 
of superb levels of customer 
satisfaction and operational 

process of making the company 
ready for the contract re-tender 
initiative next year.’

Martin Dorchester, who takes 
up his position as CalMac’s new 

MD next week.

‘An iconic brand with a long and proud history’

Lindsay, Rosanne and Andrea receive the cheque from 
Alan Cathro. 16_t18bids01



Find us on our Facebook page at 
Iain Darling Butchers trading as I Wynne & Sons

Enquiries welcome for nationwide deliveries

We are a family butchers run by 
Iain and son Graeme. We took 
the shop over from Thomas 
Wynne at the end of September 
2010. We are situated just of the 
main shopping centre in Oban 
at 4 Combie street, a short walk 
from the top of Tesco car park, 
turning right at Bossards cafe. 
we deliver to businesses in and 
around the town we also deliver 
nation wide on request. We do 

a range of beef, pork and lamb 
cuts and make our own steak 
pies, mince rounds and scotch 
pies in the shop as well as our 
own beef and pork and apple 
burgers. We have a selection 
of Stir Fry’s that we make in the 
shop and Chinese pork ribs and 

at the Lorn Market out at Bender-
loch every second Thursday from 
now until December. We are very 

competitively priced and custom-
ers are guaranteed a warm and 
friendly welcome. We will always 
do our best to accommodate any 
special requests the customer 
may have. Have a look at our 
face book page at Iain Darling 
Butchers trading as I Wynne & 
Son.  We would also like to thank 
all the customers that have sup-
ported us in the last 18 months 
since we took over the shop.

Wynne the Butchers
4 Combie Street, Oban. Tel: 01631 567400

Email: darling.4@btinternet.com

Quality ingredients and consist-
ently excellent food are the 
name of the game at the Oban 
Fish & Chip Shop on George 
Street.  Husband and wife team 
George and Lilian MacDonald 
took over the business in 2005, 
and together with their son 
Lewiss and Lilian’s brother 
Sammy have a loyal following 

occasional celebrity guest such 
as Rick Stein and Tam Cowan, 
both of whom were lavish in 
their praise about the produce 
on offer.

delicious steak pies, haggis and 
black and white puddings, all 
from local stockists and proudly 

sold by the MacDonalds – either 
as a takeaway or in their newly 
refurbished restaurant.
George and Lilian say:The focus 
is on Quality and consistency 
– we use as much local produce 
as possible which combined with 
the professionalism of our staff 
and our varied menu means that 
customers come back time and 
again.

Argyll Agricultural Engineers are owned by 
the MacFarlane family. The Company is a 
partnership run by husband and wife Sine 
and Cameron MacFarlane with Sine taking 

almost 40 years’ experience in the agricul-
tural business.  Situated close to the Ferry 
Terminal and the town centre, the business 
was established in 1989 to serve the farm-

marine businesses in and around Argyll and 
the Western Isles.   With a full-time staff of 4, 

Krone grassland machinery and Takeuchi 

excavators.
As well as their flourishing dealerships, 
the firm is multi-skilled with fully qualified 
engineers who carry out repairs both in 
their workshop as well as on-site to all 
agricultural machinery including tractors, 
forklifts and engines.  In addition, the 
company has a wealth of knowledge on 
older equipment such as Massey Ferguson 
tractors and equipment, and can carry out  
repairs and restorations such as resprays 
and panel replacement.
Their son Cameron, junior joined them when 
he left school in 1999.  Cameron senior 

who was born and brought up in Oban Seil 
Farm, Clachan Seil and went to Jack Olding, 
Agricultural Engineers in Perth at the age of 
16 to serve his apprenticeship and attended 
Elmwood College in Cupar, Fife and went 
onto to be Service Manager of the com-
pany.   They returned to Oban in 1988 when 
Cameron started up his own mobile repair 
business and then went on to premises in 

current premises in 2006.
“I feel the knowledge and experience I have 
gained over nearly 40 years in the business 
is invaluable”. Cameron Macfarlane snr.

The Iona Shop is a 3rd generation fam-
ily business, started in 1947 by George 
Cathro who opened a shop in Glasgow 
to specialise in Scottish Jewellery and 
Gifts, just as the shop in Oban does 
today. In 1966, his son Dennis Cathro 
opened the Shop in Oban, a place 
much loved by his father and so The 
Iona Shop has been on the same site in 
Oban since then…
A question often asked is why ‘The 
Iona Shop’, the inspiration for the 
name came from none other than the 

late Dr George MacLeod, founder 
of the Iona Community. Many of the 
designs drew inspiration from the 
Book of Kells, a highly decorated 
manuscript illuminated by the monks 
on Iona, so The Iona Shop was his im-
mediate suggestion. Dr MacLeod and 
my grandfather were good friends, he 
also formally opened the renovated 
Iona Shop in Glasgow in 1957
Alan Cathro, the current proprietor 
added…”there is a lot of history that 
goes with our shop, I think it is very 

important that we continue to spe-
cialise in what we do, supporting the 
smallest of craftsmen that produce 

continue to love, the exquisite work-
manship that goes into some pieces 
is simply wonderful. Beyond that we 
offer a major trophy and engraving 
business and have the latest computer 
engraver in the shop, along with our 
repair service we offer. both local and 
visiting customers, the full selection of 
jewellery services.Sheila and Rick Fleet visit The Iona Shop

Hamish Hoey established the busi-
ness in 1981 with his wife Teresa 
doing the administration. All three 
sons served their time as appren-
tices over the years. Owen, their 
eldest son became a partner in 
1992 and the business progressed 
to include their window company 
– SCOTWEST WINDOWS. Claire, 
John’s wife took over the ad-
ministration from Teresa in 1998 
when she retired.  When Hamish 

retired in 2003, his three sons, 
Owen, James & John took over the 
business and their sister Catriona 
became the funeral arranger. 
The company has grown over 
the years from 3 employees to 
the company now employing 13 
people, with a rich tradition of bring 
their men through from apprentices 

not only invested in people but 
have invested in machinery, equip-

ment and vehicles, most recently 
commissioning the building of a 
new hearse. 
Owen schedules the jobs and does 
the estimating while James & John 
run the jobs and all three are expe-
rienced funeral directors.  We offer 
a 24hr/ 7days a week service on 
both joinery and funerals.  And with 
a third generation starting to come 

friendly family atmosphere.

Angus MacLennan started 
MacLennan Motors Garage in 
1978 on Tiree.  A purpose built 
building was erected ten years 
later at the ferry terminal and 
the supply of fuel, coal and 
gas was added to the sales. 
The island’s Car & Bike Hire is 
also run from the garage.
The business expanded into 
haulage in 1996 by taking 

over the delivery of es-
sential goods from Cal Mac 
to the islands of Tiree, Coll, 
Colonsay and now recently 
delivering to Mull.
Since the company began 
they have employed over 
100 staff  locally on Tiree and 
currently have 16 employees 
on the payroll, in Oban and 
throughout the islands.  An-

gus and  Catriona are slowly 
handing over the day to day 
running of the business to 
their children.   Stewart, 
Ross & Carrie and their 
partners have now returned 
to live on the island with the 
next generation of grandchil-
dren growing up locally, their 
involvement in the company 
makes it a truly family affair.

Eleanor’s Hair Salon is a Family Run 
Business.
We opened our doors in April 1987 when 
an opportunity arose for Eleanor to open 
her own salon.
She had intended to open the salon for a 
few years but here we are 25 years later!
One year down the line Eleanor’s daughter 
Nathalie joined the business by coming 
into the salon to help after school. She 
then decided to follow her mother’s career 
in Hairdressing.

Eleanor’s other daughter Marsaili then 
joined the business and took care of the 
day to day running of the salon.
Nathalie progressed to achieve Full Quali-

working in the salon while Marsaili left to 
start her own family.
At present we have another two employ-
ees, Vanda who is currently training and 
Allyson who works with us on a Saturday.
At Eleanor’s we are always striving to 
bring in new ideas and keep up with the 

new trends.
we offer a wide range of services within the 
salon which include - All Hair Styles, Nails, 
Wedding Packages, New CID MakeUp 
which can be purchased in the salon or 
just come in for a makeover for that special 
occasion.
We also offer a Global Keratin Treatment, 
Organic Hair Taming System for unmana-
gable, course hair.
Come and see us instore for more details!
20 High Street, OBAN

Hair • Nails • Make Up – New CID
Wedding Hair and Make Up

Perfect curls from Curlformers, a hair revolution for all occasions
Global Keratin • Hair Taming System (Organic)

20 High Street, Oban. Tel: 01631 562970

Eleanor’s Family business 
for 25 years

The Hair Salon
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Save the Shed 
campaign gains 
momentum

Coronation St star 
aims to spot specs

AN ARGYLL gardener has travelled to 

new species to Scotland.

Garden near Inveraray, has taken part in 
Plant hunter

Gardener’s.

Online project

Nigel is an expert plant hunter.

Crarae Garden’s expert plant hunter to feature 
in National Trust’s Scotland’s Stories project

on HMS Ark Royal 

the world at the Royal Alexandra 

58, who lives in Inverness; his 

HMS Ark Royal when 

Bismarck

Family

since.

pleased. 
the world.’

Little James Haggart and great, great grandfather Bill Davis are the centre of attention, flanked by, from left, Kay Campbell, Daena 
O’Hare-Campbell and Sylvia Robertson. 15_t18gen02

started the Save the Shed page 

George’s page has already at-

wearers.

glasses since she was nine, 
is heading the Specsavers 

entry will see Specsavers donate 

wear their specs with pride and 

spec wearers to aspire to.’

-

-

Ann Marie Fraser and Iain 

Salon, and Aiden McLaren, 

Aiden, Ann Marie and Iain are down to the last 40 of the                     
competition in Scotland. 16_t18wella01

in Glasgow. 
-

-

onto Madrid.

-

raised.

to Glasgow thinking they are 

are good stylists here.’
Aiden added: ‘I have got cli-

Trio bid to raise profile of 
hairdressing and fashion
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Kilmore 
A GOOD turnout of Kilmore SWRI 
members attended the meeting on 
April 11.

President Isabel Smith welcomed 
members and after business intro-
duced Kilmore’s vice president Fiona 
Dickie who was demonstrator for the 
evening. 

Fiona made lovely cold desserts, 
helped by Ann Ferguson. With much 
laughter, it was a lovely evening with 
eager ladies waiting with plate and 
spoon in hand for the tasting.

The vote of thanks to Fiona was 
given by Isabel Smith.

Competitions: Painting of spring 
– 1 Ann Sorley; 2 Margaret Whitton. 
Jack Frost photograph – 1 Anne Tully; 
2 Margaret Whitton. 

Inverlochy 
THE APRIL meeting of Inverlochy 
SWRI was very inspiring, as Lorraine 
Bellwod brought a box of goodies that 
would rival Aladdin’s treasure chest.

When opened, out tumbled rings, 
bracelets, brooches, necklaces, make 
up bags, handbags, shopping bags, 
all sorts of nick knacks and soft 
toys – not made from silver or gold, 
but odd bits of material, wool and 
buttons.

She spoke of how her little boy drew 
a cuddly toy - so she made it!

He loved it, so did all the other 
children who saw it and wanted one. 

Thus started a hobby, which 

keeps her busy through cold winter 
evenings. After tea, Lorraine judged 

-
ment in a teacup: 1 Cath Cameron; 2 
Elma Fraser; 3 Cath MacDonald.

Gibson and Kathie O’Shaughnessy. 

Glenorchy
GLENORCHY Institute met on 
March 28 in the community centre, 
Dalmally.  

Liz Gibson, president, welcomed 
members and two ladies from 
Lochawe Institute, Mrs P MacLeod 
and Mrs J Wylie, who had been 
invited along to judge Glenorchy’s 
‘Taste and Try’ competition.  

This competition is held annually; 
members bring along a sample of 
their favourite recipe and a copy of 
the recipe to be judged and all the 
favourite samples make up a tasty 
treat to be shared at tea time.

Results: 1 S Boardman; 2 Helen 
Gibson; 3 equal K MacLennan and 
Mrs P Gibson.

As this was the AGM, a new com-
mittee was formed and discussions 
held on speakers and competitions 
for next year’s session. Ideas were 
also put forward about where to hold 
the institute’s annual dinner during 
which trophies are presented to the 
members who have gained the most 
competition points.

President Liz Gibson closed the 
meeting with a vote of thanks to the 
Lochawe ladies.

Down Your Way

Around the Rurals

ARISAIG and District 
Community Council met on 
April 16 in Astley Hall.

Abridged draft minuntes:
Present: Gordon Stewart, 

chairman; Maureen McColl, 
secretary; Angela Hardman, 
treasurer; Father Andrew 
Barrett, Gerald MacDonald, 
councillors Allan Henderson 
and Eddie Hunter, Eleanor 
Barrie.

Minutes of the meeting held 
on February 20 2012 – proposed 
by G MacDonald and seconded 
by A Hardman. 

Matters arising from the 
minutes of the February 20 
meeting:  

Wind turbine report – Letter 
received from the Directorate 
of Planning and Environmental 
Appeals acknowledging 
there was no intention to use 

the state of the beaches, but 
denying any ability to affect the 
conduct of the press.

Path at St Mary’s Church 
– work on the path through the 

A TAYNUILT Primary School 
pupil received a late and 
surprising Christmas gift after 
her creative talents won her top 
prize in a card competition.

Primary seven pupil Rhona 
McCracken received an art 
set and had her Christmas 
card design from last year put 
onto canvas by card company 

Rhona McCracken with her prize and the Christmas card design.

The Taynuilt school has done 
artwork for the company’s 
Christmas cards for the past 
two years but didn’t realise 

best designs to be given prizes. 
Meanwhile, the school will 

host a special concert on 
Thursday May 10 to mark 
Willie Campbell’s retirement as 
its lollipop man.

TAYNUILT

Surprise for young artist

A WESTER Ross man and his 
grandson will cast a wreath at 
the site of a wartime wreck site 
on Monday.

John Murdo Mackenzie was 
12 years old when he witnessed 
the sinking of the SS William H 
Welch liberty ship off Loch Ewe 
on February 26 1944.

The ship went down off 
Foura and Black Bay, with 
the loss of 74 American lives. 
Local crofters battled through 

of tea and blankets for the 12 
merchant marine survivors.

John Murdo senior reads the book ‘The Wreck of the William H 
Welch’ to his grandson John. 

The tragedy is being 
commemorated on Monday 
during ‘WWII and the Arctic 
Convoys Week’ by a guided 
walk to the wreck site.

John Murdo and his grandson 
John, aged three, will 
accompany the walkers to tell 
the story as he remembers it.

John senior and junior will 
then hand the wreath to a 
coastguard helicopter crew to 
cast it over the wreck site of the 
William H Welch as an act of 
remembrance to everyone who 
lost their lives.

WESTER ROSS

BENDERLOCH and North 
Connel Drama Club has 
returned from the Argyll drama 
festival in Ardrishaig last Friday 
with another trophy – making it 
two trophies at two festivals for 
two plays this year. 

The group has been working 
hard since January to produce 
two very different plays to be 
entered into all the 2012 drama 
festivals, from Appin to Oban 
and Ardrishaig. The Canterbury 
Road Tales, a dramatic play 
based in a squat by Colin Cross, 
and Pandamonium, a comedy 
about two pandas in Edinburgh 
Zoo by Peter Souter, were 
both rehearsed, directed and 
acted at the group’s club hut 
in Benderloch for the last few 
months. 

The club is also taking to the 
stage in December to bring 
Oban this year’s spectacular 
family pantomime.

The club is also helping out 
another drama group this week. 
A Cornish group is cycling 
from John O’ Groats to Lands 
End to fundraise for its next 
production. Benderloch Drama 
Club has sponsored one leg of 
the journey by providing the 
two cyclists with accommoda-
tion and full Scottish breakfast 
in a Benderloch guesthouse.

WORK IS in progress replacing 
wind turbines on Luing. There 
has been a lot of activity in the 
southern end of the island where 
there are existing turbines. 

LUING’S ferry, the MV 
Belnahua, heads for its annual 
service today, Thursday May 
3, and will be out of service for 

The relief vessel, The Grey 
Dog, will take over the route. 
The timetable will be unaf-
fected and the vessel can take 
vehicles but is limited to four 
tonnes capacity.

LUING

BENDERLOCH

ISLAY
WHILE migrating geese 

north to nesting grounds, Islay’s 
farmers are still struggling with 
the aftermath of having about 
50,000 extra mouths to feed on 
their grazings over the winter 
and early spring.  

Barnacle geese and White 
Fronted geese, the main species 
wintering in Islay, eat mainly 
grass, all day and every day. 
Early grazing is badly needed 
for sheep, their lambs and cows 
and calves, but the hordes of 

hungry geese have bitten grass 
down to the roots in many 
places, often fully uprooting 
grass leaving only muddy 
patches that require costly 
re-seeding. 

Also, costly extra food must 
be bought in for cattle and ewes 
to make sure they have enough 
milk for new lambs or calves. 

The Scottish Government 
proposes yet more cutbacks on 
the compensation, which some 

Islay farmers receive for hosting 
these multitudes of geese and 
allowing them to damage 
grassland. However, the costs 
of buying in extra feeding and 
of re-seeding damaged grazing 
land are ever rising.

ARGYLL and Bute Council is 
currently proposing to remove 
the 10 yacht moorings from 
Leodamus Bay, Port Ellen, 
which have for some years been 
available for the free use of 
visiting yachtsmen. 

The council doesn’t want 
to spend any more money 
maintaining the moorings. 
The maintenance doesn’t cost 
a lot but the moorings are a 
public facility, rather than an 
earner for the council. No fees 
are collected from skippers 
of sailing boats which use the 
moorings.

While the position of these 
moorings is some way from 
shore and so not immediately 
convenient for use, it has been 
observed that the moorings 
are in fairly regular use by 
yachts. When the Port Ellen 
marina pontoon berths are fully 
occupied, the only other options 
available to yacht skippers are 
either to sail on past Islay, in 
which case the visitor ‘footfall’ 
is lost, or else to anchor off 
which is often not practical or 
safe.  

KEILLS Primary School Choir 
will be guest artistes when 
Kilmeny Ceilidh Club launches 
its 2012 summer programme on 
May 15. 

Keeping last year’s successful 
format, subsequent family 
ceilidhs will be held on June 
12, July 10, August 7 and 
September 11. 

March 27 this year, Andy 
MacCowan was re-elected chair-
man with Margaret Aitchison 
treasurer and Catriona Bell 
secretary. Committee members 
are Sheena Campbell, John 
MacGillivray, Libby Morris and 
Linda Currie. 

The club has donated cash 
to Còisir Og Ìle, Ella Edgar’s 
Highland Dancers and Islay 

Pipe Band, organisations which 
all nurture talent in the island’s 
young people, and is still in a 

start of the 2012 season.

Big-hearted children at Lochyside RC Primary School recently 
presented Water Aid with £400. The charity works to ensure 

people in the developing world have access to clean drinking 
water. The pupils raised the money during Lent.

LOCHYSIDE

BARRA
EVERYONE who has set foot 
on Barra is being asked to make 

craft project.
Barra and Vatersay Island 

Produce Show’s Barra Bunting 
project came about when the 
group considered the need to 
decorate Castlebay Community 
Hall for the annual produce 
show in September.

‘It then blossomed into 
a worldwide craft project, bring-
ing together a vast community 
of people who have visited the 
island,’ said Sarah MacLean 
who is co-ordinating Barra 
Bunting.

‘It is the type of project 
everyone can be included in 
and hopefully people will feel 
not only part of a much bigger 
community but also a great 
sense of achievement through 

‘We are certainly looking 
forward to the great diversity of 

Flags should all be made from 
fabric and a template can be 
downloaded from the website 
www.barrabunting.net so they 
are all the same size.  

Everything else though, from 
material and pattern to colour, 
is up to the crafter. It can be 
embellished with buttons, 
sequins and ribbons to make the 

Sarah said: ‘There will also be 
an archive with pictures of each 

people that made them, where 

represents and their connection 
to the island.

‘The project has only been 
up and running a few weeks 
and already bunting is trickling 
through the door. ‘

will be launched at this year’s 
show on September 1 and it 
will then be available for island 
community events throughout 
the year.  Sarah said: ‘That will 
not be the end of the project.  It 
will still be promoted and new 

year Barra Bunting may even 
get into the record books!’

supported by a CNES Arts 
Revenue Grant.

KILCHOAN
WORK is well underway on 
the new Kilchoan playpark. 
A local team has completed 
all the groundwork ahead of 
the company supplying the 
playpark moves in to install the 
play equipment.

ARISAIG

PADDY Shaw will lead The 
Taynuilt Swing Band to his 
home parish of Kilbrandon on 
Seil Island on May 11. 

The band will play for a soiree 
recalling the Great Days of 
Swing in Seil Island Hall at 
7.45pm. 

The evening is in aid of the 
Slate Islands Heritage Trust 
and will include tea and snacks. 
Visitors preferring wine should 
bring their own bottles. 

SEIL

A SMALL wind turbine 
– which would provide the 
energy to heat Easdale Hall 
– will not go ahead following 
the rejection of an appeal.

The planning application 
for the turbine was originally 
turned down by Argyll and 
Bute Council and now the 
Reporter has upheld the 
decision.

on Easdale presented their 
animated creation last Friday 
to an audience in the primary 
school.

‘The Adventures of the 
Gingerbread Man’ was scripted 
by pupils in primary 1 to 3.

SCHOOL pupils have been 
learning Gaelic – while enjoy-
ing nature. All the children 
went on a nature ramble, with a 
Gaelic emphasis, to Ballachuan 
Hazelwood Reserve.

THE SLATE Heritage Centre 
at Ellenabeich and Easdale 
Island Folk Museum are open 
seven days for remainder of 
the season. They provide a 
microcosm of island life past 
and present.

EASDALE

Details can be obtained 
from the Heritage Centre in 
Ellenabeich. 

SEIL AND Easdale Community 
Council sent a survey to 377 
voters to assess local opinion 
on the Clachan Wind Farm 
proposals. Of 208 returns, 60 
expressed support, 138 objected 
and 10 stated no view. 
Clachan Seil, which will be 
most affected by the proposed 
plans, had the highest return. 

The application is now with 
Argyll and Bute Council.

CONSTRUCTION of the new 
Seil Island Hall Play Park is 
expected to start soon. 

The tower is on its way from 
Germany and volunteers were 
out last Sunday helping to clear 
the site.

SEIL Natural History Group’s 
speaker this month was Ian 
MacFarlane of SAMS and 
Biomara. 

His subject was ‘fuel and 
seaweed’. He heads a UK 
and Irish project that aims to 
demonstrate the feasibility and 
viability of producing third 
generation biofuels from marine 
biomass,

WEDNESDAY’S Slate Islands 
Lunch Club held at Seil Island 
Hall has been attracting record 
attendances recently but anyone 
interested in attending is still 
welcome to join.

churchyard at St Mary’s Church 
had been agreed and is going 
ahead. The community council 
had no prior consultation about 
the work being done to put a 
footpath in along the B8008 
there. It is felt the path will 
reduce the carriageway width 
at the church and may cause 
problems for people passing 
there. TEC Services will be 
asked to suspend work there 
until consultation can happen 
and changes to the work made.

Reports: Treasurer’s report 
- £2,904.35 in community 
council funds. £1,000 of Gower 
Trust Funds still not assigned. 
This is still available to be 
applied for.

An Tilleadh newsletter 
– the newsletter is available 
on the Arisaig Highland 
Games website www.
arisaighighlandgames.co.uk.

AOB: The position of the Field 
of Hope sign has been agreed 
and will be placed there soon.

It was agreed by the 
community council that the 
village picture can be used to 
make a postcard/tea towel/mug, 
which would be sold through 
the Land, Sea and Islands 
Centre, which now has a 

recognised on May 23.
Two more rubbish bins will 

be requested for the car park 
opposite the Spar as is normal 
for the summer season. 

Eleanor Barrie has been 
co-opted as a full member of 
the community council.

Date of next meeting: Monday 
May 21.

PLOCKTON
MORE than 40 people attended 
the open air church service 
at the open air church site at 
Plockton on Easter Sunday. 
Guest speaker was Jamie 
Stewart from Plockton who 
works at the London City 
Mission.

The annual village clean-up 
was held at Plockton on April 
20.  Plockton Primary School 
children picked up the litter 

three skips in the evening.  
Fundraising for various 

organisations was held in April 
at Plockton. On April 9 an open 
day in the grounds of Rudha 
Mhor, courtesy of owner Lilius 
Simpson, raised £822 for Marie 
Curie funds. 

The same evening the annual 
cruise on Calum MacKenzie’s 
boat Sula Mhor raised almost 
£900 for prostate cancer 
research.

On April 21, a coffee morning 
and sales tables in Plockton 
Hall raised £866 to help Fiona 
Christie work with poor 
children in Columbia. 

Plockton and District 
Community Council met in 
Plockton Hall on April 16.

Plockton play area: A 
planning application has been 
submitted for a new play area 
at Rhu.

Burnside housing 
development: a list of road 
safety improvements at 
Burnside have been received 
from the roads department. 
Improvements to the road at 
Strathie and to the Plockton-
Achmore Road were welcomed 
but Station Road, which is 
unadopted, is causing concern.

Public toilets: the harbour 
association has had them 
repaired and they should be 
opened soon.

Plockton Station: complaints 
had been received about the 
amount of litter at the railway 
station, mainly dropped by 
Plockton High School pupils 
who gather there.

Abandoned cars at Cean An 
Uib: It is hoped that they will be 
removed soon.

LISMORE Sunday School 
children had great fun hunting 
Easter eggs in the manse garden 
on Easter morning. 

The hunt was organised by 
Anna Stewart, the eggs craftily 
hidden by Flora Maclean and 
Shayne Stewart. The previous 
day 26 children were treated 
to an Easter party hosted by 
Lismore Primary School Parent 
Council.  

ULPAN Gaelic classes are 
underway at the museum. 

There are two classes a week 
for learners but the teacher Ann 
MacLean Fleming is busy four 
evenings a week as the demand 
is such that two groups are run-
ning simultaneously. In addition 
there’s Gaelic conversation at 
the café every Saturday between 
2.30pm and 3.30pm. 

LISMORE will be taking part 
in the Scotland wide Festival of 
Museums over the weekend of 
May 18 to 20. 

It will  start with a ‘ceilidh 
in the front room’ on Friday 
May 18 when the exhibition 
room will be transformed for an 
evening of song, storytelling, 
poetry, music, and dancing with 
guests being invited to do a 
‘turn. A buffet in the café will 
follow. Saturday May 19 will 
be for children with the centre 
lit by torchlight for story telling 
and refreshments. Sunday 
May 20 will be a ‘knit and 
natter’ session in the cafe in the 
evening with everyone invited 
to natter as they knit, felt, spin, 
quilt or any of the many crafts 
islanders are known for. The 
Friday event is £10 for adults 
and £5 children, Saturday and 
Sunday events are free. Booking 
in advance recommended.

LISMORE

CRIANLARICH Primary 
School’s playground is to be  
revamped thanks to a £15,000 
grant.

The Grounds for Learning 
money will allow the school to 
develop its own ideas and plans 
for the playground. There will 
be workshops and planning 
meetings with pupils and staff 

CRIANLARICH

Pupils donate 
£400 to charity

Email your district news to          
editor@obantimes.co.uk

SPEAN Bridge Mill has a new management team – with the 

General manager Marianne Campbell took over from her 
predecessor Stuart MacDonald a year ago and recently Ross 
MacLennan was appointed as catering manager at the busy 
Edinburgh Woollen Mill outlet.

Both are from Spean Bridge – and both were classmates 
at Kilmonivaig Primary School many moons ago - although 
Marianne admits she is ‘a wee bit older’ than Ross!

Marianne reports that Easter this year was busier than in 2011, 
raising hopes of a busy summer season ahead.

THE GAELIC Society of Inverness will visit Brae Lochaber 
on Saturday, May 19 to install a plaque in honour of St Mary 
McKillop at Cille Choirill, a roadside chapel near Roy Bridge. 

Pope Benedict XVI canonised Mary as St Mary of the Cross 
on October 17 2010. She is the only Australian to be recognised 
by the Roman Catholic Church as a saint.

Local priest Father Tom Wynne told The Oban Times that 
Charles Kennedy MP would be attending the ceremony.

Father Tom added both Mary’s parents were Gaelic speakers 
from Brae Lochaber who emigrated to Australia in 1840. 
Margaret was born in Melbourne in 1842.

He said: ‘The ceremony will also celebrate St Mary’s 
connections with the Gaelic world. We will remember her 
energy and life in educating poor children in the outback in 
Australia.’

ROY BRIDGE piping brothers 
Sandy and Finlay Cameron 
will both compete at the 
Highlands and Islands Music 
and Dance Festival at Oban 
this weekend.

Sandy, aged 14, and Finlay, 
aged 10, will play in several 
competitions in the under-15 
category.

Sandy, who is considered 
one of the top young pipers 
in the country in his age 
group, won the overall title 
at the Wester Ross piping 
competition at Plockton on 
Saturday April 21, pipping 
Brighde Chaimbeul of Kyle.

PREPARATIONS are well underway in Brae Lochaber to 

Highbridge, near Spean Bridge.
Battle re-enactment group Tir an Dileas ‘The Loyal Men’ 

will again march to the site on August 19, the anniversary of 
the event. Roy Bridge seamstress Colette Strachan of Colette’s 

event – and could be in line for a bigger order this year.
On August 19, 1745, Major Donald MacDonald’s tiny force of 

The travelling Art Bus, which is based in Edinburgh, visited 
Spean Bridge Primary School last Wednesday. It offered 

children from Spean Bridge and Roy Bridge the chance to 
view the gallery of art, craft and technology.  Head teacher 
Kate MacGillivray said: ‘The children and the staff found the 
gallery very interesting and thoroughly enjoyed themselves 

– especially sampling the new technology!’

Sandy: competing at 
Oban with brother Finlay. 

20_f18sandy01

Brae Lochaber
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THE THIRD annual charity 
golf competition in memory 
of Corpach tot Harris Ross 
raised nearly £4,500 on Sunday, 
matching last year’s total.

Every available tee time was 
taken with 154 golfers taking 
part in the Texas scramble 
competition at a packed Fort 
William Golf Club. 

The £4,472 raised on the 
day will be donated to STAR 
(Supporting Treatment and 
Awareness Raising) for Harris 
Ross Fund.

The event is held in memory 
of baby Harris who lost his 
long battle with a brain tumour 
aged just 16 months in 2010. His 
parents Tanya and Allan set up 
STAR to raise awareness of the 
early symptoms of childhood 
and teenage cancer.

The trio of David Martin, Brian 
Gillespie and Neil Feggans won 
a closely fought contest with a 
score of 52.5 points. With Peter 
Carmichael, Alan MacDonald 
and Steven McAllister scoring 
the same, the result went down 
to the better inward half score of 
both teams.

Ann Lovat, Kathleen Leitch 
and Helen Bryan won the ladies 
competition with a score of 
62.5.

A PROPOSED small-scale 
community hydroelectric 
scheme at Kinlochleven featured 
among the presentations at a 
major conference at Inverness 
last week.

Moira Hartley of Kinlochleven 
Community Trust briefed 
a community renewables 
discussion group on its plans for 
a 100MW scheme on a tributary 
of the Grey Mare’s Tail above 
the village.

Ms Hartley estimated the 
project could deliver up to 
£80,000 a year to the village for 
local projects.

Ms Hartley told The Oban 
Times: ‘I gave a talk on the 
challenges that we face in trying 
to develop our own community 
hydro scheme.

‘It was a fantastic event. I got 
a lot of ideas and options on a 
whole new avenue to pursue.’

Key speaker at the Scottish 
Highland Renewable Energy 
Conference, which was attended 
by 250 delegates, was Energy 
Minister Fergus Ewing, who 
launched the Community and 
Renewable Energy Loan Scheme 
(CARES).

The fund supports small 
renewable energy schemes 
before they reach planning in the 
absence of commercial lenders, 
who usually consider providing 

too high risk.
Communities and rural 

businesses across the Highlands 
and Islands are now being 
urged to apply to the £23.5 

FOUR vehicles advertised 
for sale were badly 
scratched in Fort William 
on Friday night.

A silver Ford Focus, a 
black VW Golf, a grey 
Mazda 6 and a silver 
Peugeot 307, all parked 
near Carpet Right, North 
Road Retail Estate, were 
scratched on all body panels 
at around 8.45pm.

Police are keen to hear 
from anyone who may have 
seen a male wearing a grey 
hoody and black trousers in 
the vicinity of the vehicles 
at this time. 

POLICE are still actively 
investigating the circulation 
of illegal blue valium 
tablets that have led to 
recent hospital admissions 
in Fort William. Anyone 
with information about the 
supply or source of these 
tablets can contact police.

Anyone with knowledge of 
these incidents is asked to 
contact Fort William Police 
Station on 01397 702361 

01397 702000. 
Members of the public 

may also report any crime, 
offence or anything 
suspicious by phoning 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 
111.

Man denies 
baseball bat 
charge
A FORT William man has 

the town with a baseball bat. 
Sandy Campbell, aged 25, of 

6 Brown Court, pled not guilty 
to the charge at Fort William 
Sheriff Court.

Campbell is accused along 
with John Campbell of Coach 
House, 40 Carlisle Road, Big-
gar, of behaving in a threatening 

and hitting each other with a 
baseball bat at Brown Court and 
elsewhere in Fort William on 
March 24.

John Campbell, aged 43, failed 
to appear at court and Sheriff 
Douglas Small issued a warrant 
for his arrest.

A further hearing will be held 

June 20.

Fort William FC weekly lotto draw
A ROLLOVER jackpot of £200 is up for grabs this week in Fort 
William FC’s weekly lotto draw. Numbers last week were 02-15-19. 

Police

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Alan and Tanya Ross, left, and Jimmy and Bridie Ross with winning team of David Martin, Brian Gillespie and Neil Feggans.

million Scottish Government 
scheme to help them get projects 
up to the planning stage.
Individual projects can receive 
loans of up to £150,000 to 
cover 95 per cent of agreed 
costs. Free local advice and 
support is also available.
Priority is given to schemes which 

to their local communities.
Mr Ewing said: ‘The CARES 

scheme empowers communities 
all over Scotland to capitalise on 
our green energy revolution by 
developing their own community 
energy.

‘In practice, this could mean 
communities have lower power 
bills, a new playground, a 
scholarship fund for young 
people – it is up to the imagination 
of local people.’

Turbine
Previous recipients of CARES 

loans include Barra and 
Vatersay Wind Energy Limited 
(BVWE), which is planning to 
erect a single wind turbine on a 
site at Gob Sgurabhal, the most 
northerly point on Barra. 

The community has secured 
a number of required consents 
and are currently focused on 

route. It is hoped the group 
will be in a position to install 
their turbine by the end of the 
summer.

BVWE project manager Euan 
Scott said: ‘Without the CARES 
loan fund the community wind 
turbine project in Barra would 
not have progressed.’

Tanya and Allan, along with 
Harris’ grandparents Jimmy 
and Bridie Ross, were handed 
a cheque after the prizes were 
given out in the clubhouse at the 
end of a successful day.

Tanya told The Oban Times:
‘It was such a fantastic day – the 
weather was great and there was 
a great atmosphere.’

Jimmy said: ‘It’s been a very 
successful day, thanks to all the 
people who took part and the 
businesses that supported us. 
You sometimes see things like 
this start with a bang and tail off, 
but this seems to be growing in 
strength.’

Results: Men’s - 1 David 
Martin, Brian Gillespie, Neil 
Feggans 52.5 points (bih); 2 Peter 
Carmichael, Alan MacDonald, 
Steven McAllister 52.5 points; 3 
James Duncan, Martin Duncan, 
Tommy Drummond 52.8 points.

Ladies – 1 Ann Lovat, Kathleen 
Leitch, Helen Bryan 62.5 points

Nearest the pin – 3rd hole: 
Willie McCann; 6th: Martin 
Duncan; 12th: Iona Cameron; 
16th Brian Gillespie. Longest 
drives – Kevin Ferguson, 
Rosemary MacIntyre. 

Hidden holes – Davie 
Matheson, Donnie MacInnes, 
Neil Young.

Golfers
boost
Harris
fund

Kinlochleven    
hydro scheme 
in spotlight  
at conference

Competition raises £4,472 
in memory of Corpach tot

Drivers urged to avoid using 
Lochybridge roundabout
DRIVERS in Fort William are 
being urged to avoid using the 
Lochybridge roundabout during 
peak times with concerns about 
congestions during the upcoming 
bank holiday weekend and the 
Scottish Six Day Trial event, 
which starts next week.

Drivers on the A82 and the 
A830 Road to the Isles have 
suffered long delays and 
tailbacks since the temporary 

earlier this month as part of 
work to expand the junction into 
a two-lane roundabout.

A spokesman for Perth-based 
contractors I & H Brown said: 
‘We recognise there is no 
alternative route available and 
therefore suggest that road users 
should consider making their 

Isle of Lewis 
swimmers first 
to tackle wild 
water channel
A GROUP of nine Isle of 
Lewis residents are aiming 

swim The Minch waters 
between the mainland and 
the Outer Hebrides – one 
of the widest and wildest 
channels of water around 
the British coast.

The ‘Big Minch 
Swimmers’ - Saul Hindson, 
Colin Macleod, Rodney 
Jamieson, Chris Baker, 
Tariq Hussain, Scott 
Connor, Eilidh Whiteford, 
Laura Maynard and 
Mark Doug MacIver 
- will raise money for the 
Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution.

They will set off from 
Ullapool at the end of June 
and swim around 100kms to 
Stornoway.

Team spokesman Saul 
Hindson said: ‘We believe 

swim from Ullapool to 
Stornoway and we couldn’t 
think of a better charity to 
support than the RNLI.’

journeys outwith peak times 
wherever possible to ease the 
situation.

‘Friday evenings have been 
particularly busy, and the 
forthcoming bank holiday 
weekend and Scottish Six 
Day Trial could add to the 

revised layout last Saturday 

section of the new roundabout.
The permanent signals at 

Lochaber High School are now 
being operated manually at 

through the roadworks, but I & 
H Brown said delays were still 
‘inevitable’.

controlled during peak times 

to minimise congestion, are in 
place until the junction is ready 
to re-open, and the pedestrian 
crossing has been removed with 
a temporary crossing point put 
in place.

The contractors thanked the 
public for their patience, and said 
the project remains on schedule 
for the removal of the three-way 
lights on May 18, with overall 
completion of the project by the 
end of the month.

Miller Developments is 
carrying out the roundabout 
upgrade under an agreed 

associated with its Blar Mhor 
development, which includes a 
Tesco superstore. Miller agreed 
to remodel to junction before 
starting work on its project.

Burnside Joiners & Builders
M.R.C, Barcaldine, near Oban and 5 Mill Lane, Oban

Mob: 077191 58777   Office: 01631 720789 Home: 01631 720700
www.burnside-builders.co.uk    mmckay796@btinternet.com

Cabin Shed 8x6 starting from 
only £545. We offer prices to 
suit all pockets.
ALL OUR WORK IS CARRIED OUT BY
EXPERIENCED JOINERS
Large or small space – we will try to 
accommodate your needs
Repairs also carried out on 
existing shed roofs.

• Wooden chalets • Garages
• Summer Houses • Stables
• Green Houses • Fencing
• Decking

Drop in and pay us a visit at Unit 5 Mill Lane next to Hazelbank 
Motors or at our workshop at MRC c/o Barcaldine, Oban

OPEN

SATURDAY 

9am - 2pm

All types of Joinery work undertaken
Construction houses, offices, 
loft conversions, renovations, 
fitted kitchens.

DEADMAU5

BIFFY CLYRO

MUMFORD & SONS

ED SHEERAN

8th – 10th June 2012

WIN TICKETS TO

Get set for the Highlands’ premier music festival – RockNess.
This year’s dazzling line up of incredible acts includes headliners Biffy Clyro, 
Mumford & Sons, Deadmau5, Justice, Ed Sheeran and Friendly Fires, plus 
The View, Metronomy, Chic feat Nile Rodgers, Wretch 32, The Drums and 
Kassidy. The new Arcadia UFO stage is set to land with electronic dance 

class comedy acts have also been announced, headlined by international 
superstar Tim Minchin. Visit www.rockness.co.uk

To celebrate the start of the festival season, 
The Oban Times has two pairs of weekend 
tickets with camping up for grabs. 

To enter, simply collect two tokens 
– here is token one.  Token two will 
be printed next week, May 10.  Full 
details on how to send in your tokens 
in next week’s Oban Times.   TO K EN

O
N

E

Each ticket 
is worth 

£159.



Local
Producers
Market

Thursday 3rd May
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO

Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

Thursday 3rd May > Ceilidh Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 9pm-till late

Thursday 3rd May > Disco
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 11pm-2am

Saturday 5th May> Nightclub with DJs
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 11pm-2am, £5 entry

Friday 4th May > Jon MacKenzie
Markie Dans

Saturday 5th May > Cairdeas  
Markie Dans

Sunday 6th May > Too Far North  
Markie Dans

Sunday 6th May> Antique and Jewellery Roadshow  
Alexandra Hotel 3pm

Friday 4th May > Nightclub with DJ Irish Al.
Fort William Skipinnish Ceilidh House Beat the Clock

Saturday 5th May> Nightclub 10pm till 2am
Fort William Skipinnish Ceilidh House Beat the Beats

what’s onoban

what’s onlochaber

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.

com/obantimes

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

SIMON
Affectionate and loving boy. 

Around 18 months old and neutered.
Please contact Pat on 01852 300362

aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com
http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 

Reg. charity SCO13211

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.95

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

ABCD
Argyll Beats 

Cardiovascular Disease
Annual 10k race and Fun Run
Sunday 20th May at 1.00pm 

starting from the hospital
All ages and abilities welcome.  

Application forms from the 
Hospital Front Desk, selected 

shops in Oban and on our web 
site: - www.abcd.btck.co.uk

Taynuilt Swing Band
At Seil Island Hall
Friday 11th May

7.45pm to 10.30pm
A nostalgic evening of music, 

song and sociability with teas and 

snacks provided (B.Y.O.B)

Tickets £5 available at the door
Scottish Slate Islands Heritage Trust  Scottish 

Charity no SC29805

Dogstar Theatre Company 
present

The Captain’s 
Collection

Craignish Village Hall, 
Ardfern

Tuesday 8th May, 7.30pm
Tickets £8/£5 from 

01852 500746
Book online @ 

www.wegottickets.co.uk

Accordion & Fiddle Masters
4 May, St. John’s Cathedral, 7pm

£6 & £5 conc

Concert of Champions
5 May, Corran Halls, 7pm

£4 & under 16 £2

Festival Fling ~ Family Dance
5 May, Argyllshire Gathering Hall, 

8.30pm
Sileas Sinclair Band

£5 or family ticket £15

Tickets: Oban Music or pay at 
the door

Telephone: 07510 841198 for info.

Highlands & Islands Music & Dance Festival
www.obanfestival.org

SELVA 5.5M RIB WITH
YAMAHA F100 4 STROKE

£8500

Boat (2001) with engine (2005) both in excellent condition. En-
gine (80hrs) and trailer both serviced end 2011. Re-upholstered 
2011. Cobra VHF DSC and Garmin GPS/Depth. Fully equipped 

and ready to go.

Tel: 01397 700757 (eve.)

£1475

All in good condition.

Telephone: 
01631 720414 or 

07775501658

ORKNEY SPINNER 
13’ WITH 

4HP YAMAHA
OUTBOARD AND

GALVANISED
ROAD TRAILER

HIGHLANDER FAST 
FISHER 465

£8500 o.n.o.

Cost £12,500 new 2007.
New 20hp EPTT Honda plus 2.5hp Honda run-in serviced.

GPS and Fishfinder. On Good trailer.

Tel: 07594 272796

£3200

Yamaha Outboard
Trailer & winter cover

New oars, 
pump & floor.
Nice order.

Telephone: 
01546 602721

ARRAN
16FT

£1950 o.v.n.o.

With enclosed, lockable cuddy on strong 
galvanized trailer and with very reliable 

10hp Honda 100 Cdi 4-stroke engine. 
Lowrance fish finder and charging point.
Very reliable boat in ready to go fishing 

condition.

Telephone:
01631 720213 

(after 6pm)

14FT
DAYBOAT
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ISLANDERS of all walks of life 
have come together to take on the 
challenge of performing one of the 
most popular plays in American 
drama.

Locals in Mull will perform 
Arthur Miller’s masterpiece 
‘The Crucible’ with the cast list 

schoolchildren and even a meteor-
ologist.

The production will run over four 
nights in An Tobar, Tobermory’s 
arts centre. Director Katharine 
Elwis said: ‘Directing amateurs, 
like these, is an absolute joy.

‘There is a real feeling of being a 
team and there are no egos (which 
can be quite a stumbling block in 
the professional theatre).

‘We are all doing our bit for 
the play itself, not for money or 

‘fame’. The actors are committed 
and responsible and have made a 
tremendous effort to learn their 
lines.’

After the short run in Tobermory 
it is hoped that the production will 
tour some of the other villages on 
the island and then perform on 
Iona. 

The remaining two nights are on 
May 5 and 6 at 7pm.

The cast prepares for the production. 

Mull gets ready for ‘The Crucible’

ARGYLL’S best young drama 
stars took to the stage at the 
weekend for one of the best-
loved musicals, Oliver.

A wealth of talent was on show 
at the Corran Halls, with tickets 
on both nights selling well, dem-
onstrating the area’s appetite for 
live theatre.

There were some outstanding 
performances, particularly 
from the lead characters in-
cluding: Merle Harbron, who 
also designed the programme 
artwork, as the Artful Dodger; 
Mia Colquhoun as Nancy; a 
particularly sinister Fagin, 
played by Jamie MacLean; the 
frightening Bill Sikes, played by 
Finn Walton; while the tuneful 
Katherine Harris charmed the 
audience with her portrayal of 
Oliver.

The principal cast members 
were ably supported by a young 
and energetic chorus, which 
added to a well-planned produc-
tion.

Merle Harbron, who also designed the programme artwork, as 
the Artful Dodger with the tuneful Katherine Harris charmed the 

audience with her portrayal of Oliver. 07_t18oliver01

Young 
drama
stars bring 
‘Oliver’   
to life

THE MULL Music Festival took place last weekend and the sunny 
weather ensured it was busier than ever.

Acts came from around the country – some by rather uncon-
ventional methods – with the rocking caravan arriving by boat 
pictured.

Chusie Morrison, from the Park Lodge said: ‘It was very busy and 
really good. There were a lot of visitors to the island for it and the 
weather helped a lot.’

Below and right - The Park Lodge was busier than last year. 
Above - The Rocking Caravan arrives in Tobermory Bay

Sun boosts numbers at Mull festival

AN IRISH pipe band – with a 
special connection to Mull – will be 
visiting Argyll this weekend to take 
part in the Highlands and Islands 
Music and Dance Festival.

The Lisbeg Pipe Band,, from 
Ballygawley, Co. Tyrone, will be 

in Oban celebrating their 65th an-
niversary by taking part in a parade 
and concert in the town.

The band’s tartan is Maclean of 
Duart and they will be heading 
to Mull on Sunday to play at the 
castle. Drum Sergeant Adrian 

Somerville said: ‘We have toured 
all over Europe but the whole band 
are looking forward to the trip to 
Oban and hope to meet some new 
friends along the way.’

Fifty three people are travelling 
over from Northern Ireland for 

what promises to be an exciting 
weekend of entertainment. This is 
the 29th year of the festival, taking 
place from May 3 to 6 which sees 
competitors taking part in events 

and accordion.

Irish band line up for Highland and Islands festival

MODELS of all ages gathered 
at M&Co in Oban to support a 
fundraising fashion show run by 
the Inner Wheel Club of Oban.

The event last Friday took 
in £600 for the club president 
Shona Neil’s nominated charity 
for the current year – Ronald 
McDonald House at Yorkhill 
Children’s Hospital.

Mrs Neil welcomed around 
90 guests explaining Ronald 
McDonald House incurs an-
nual costs amount to more than 
£300,000.

The audience were treated 

to an enjoyable fashion show 
presented by volunteer models 
including children aged 3 – 15, 
all modelling M&Co fashions 
from their current seasons 
stock.

Mrs Neil said: ‘I am very 
grateful to the management and 
staff of M&Co for giving up 
their own time to host the show, 
to all the volunteer models, to 
everyone who supported the 
event and to the ladies of the In-
ner Wheel who worked so hard 
to make the event the success it 
has been.’

Some of the younger models strut their stuff ahead of the fashion 
show. 15_t18fashion01

Young models steal the 
show at fashion night

Diamond Jubilee
Luncheon

Sunday 3rd June 2012
Argyllshire Gathering Halls

2-4pm
All Community Volunteers and 

organisations are invited to the 

Jubilee Big Lunch.  Tea and coffee 

will be provided.

For info contact:  Argyll 
Voluntary Action 01631 564839
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I became a driving instructor in 2006 and 
work in the Fort William area, as a Grade 

time pass rate, 86% in 2010 and 85% in 
2011; steadily increasing my business 
every year.
Currently I undertake CPD training annu-
ally and attend at least one course per 
year. It is vital to keep up with everything 
that is going on in the driver training 
industry in order to stay at the top of my 
game at all times.
I teach people from every age range from 

17 to 65.  Most people assume when they 
pass their test that their training is over and 
they have nothing else to learn. Nothing 
could be further from the truth, therefore I 
offer a Pass Plus scheme where the pupil 
drives to Glasgow and gains valuable city 
driving and motorway driving, living were 
we do it is important to undergo this extra 

out on their own and undertake longer and 
more challenging journeys.
Short courses are available for people 
who have held a driving licence for some 

time but haven’t driven for lots of different 
reasons. This helps people to gain their 

wheel once again.
I also teach people, mainly women, how 
to parallel park and how to park in a bay 
in a supermarket. Lots of people, myself 
included, were never taught how to park 
as part of our training.
I offer a friendly, patient, pupil centred 
learning experience and my goal is to put 
safe drivers on our roads, this makes the 
roads safer for all of us. 

• Gift vouchers available
• Discounted Block Bookings 
• All your driving needs met 
• In car theory training available 

• Lessons at lunch time, 
  or after school 
• Weekends not a problem 
• Intensive courses

DSA
Approved

Mobile: 07732 026568   Email: jean_t_obrien@hotmail.co.uk

Unit 10 Annat Industrial Estate, 
Corpach, Fort William PH33 7NA

Tel: 01397 772042 Fax: 01397 772043
E-mail: lochabergame@msn.com

Quality Local Family Butchers
Wholesale/Retail Suppliers of Venison, 

Beef, Poultry and Fish

Open to the public
Selection of family packs 

Free local delivery

Lo
chaber Game Services Ltd

I Graduated with an NC & HND 
from The Central College of Com-
merce in 2004, and after gaining 
extensive experience in various 
salons I decided to set up Beautyli-
cous Mobile Service in April 2008.  
I saw a niche in the market place 
throughout our local rural areas; my 
aim is to bring beauty treatments to 
the comfort of your own home.

of beauty treatments, such as 

manicures, facials, tanning, lash 
extensions, and MAC Wedding 
Makeup.   Consistently keeping 
up-to-date by going on training 
courses and offering my clients 
all the new treatments and what’s 
fresh in the beauty industry, and 
also working closely with other 
therapists in the area as I feel it 
creates a better working environ-
ment.  I cover an extensive area 
in and around Lochaber, as far as 

-
cle.  I’m involved with local charity 
work which is very rewarding, such 
as working with Macmillan Nurses.  
I have a large female and male 
clientele ranging from school age 
to my eldest client of 98!
I would hope people in the area 

see my van or myself feel free to 
ask me for advice or book an ap-
pointment.

SHERI’S HEADQUARTER’S
Ladies and Gents Stylists

Our friendly and professional staff are trained in a 
variety of different areas from various hair styles to 

specialists in colour
We offer a special wedding package 

for both hair and make up
Ben Nevis Industrial Estate Fort William

Tel 01397 703286
Stevenson Terrace Kinlochleven

Tel 01855 831297

Sheri’s Headquarters was 
established in 1994 by 
Sheri Murphy.  In 2009 she 
opened her second salon 
in Fort William.  With over 
30 years experience Sheri 
has seen many changes in 
style and techniques over 
the years.  Her team have 
regular salon training by 

technicians from Clynol.  
Her team also travel to the 
city to further their skills 
and knowledge.  Three of 
the stylists have recently 
completed a bridal course.  
They offer a variety of 
retail products from Paul 
Mitchell, GHD and Clynol.  
Offering a free consulta-

tion for weddings, colours, 
cut and blow drys etc.  A 
skin test is required 48 
hours before any colour.  
For more information and 
bookings contact our team 
Jojo Cameron in Kinloch-
leven 01855 831 297 or 
Rebecca Clelland in Fort 
William 01397 703286

Lochaber Game Services is a family run 
quality butchers established in 1994 
Claire and Paul Lived in Inverness where 

Claire became a partner in the business 
along with her father in 2004 and thereafter 
moved to Fort William in 2006 with her 
Husband and family.  Since 2008 claire’s 
husband Paul has been also working with 
the family business. 
They have since gone from strength to 
strength and employ: Willie, a full time butcher, 
Jackie has recently retired from the company.  

Both have been in the butchers trade for many 
years and are highly skilled and valued em-
ployees.  Callum the delivery driver/butcher, 
carries out deliveries locally and also travels 
as far as Inverness and Perthshire.  Lesley 
deals with the accounts and takes orders 
from customers.  They pride themselves in 
high quality, fresh local produce, which is then 
expertly prepared by their butchers to their 
customer’s individual needs. 
Suppliers of Venison they also provide, 

products fresh from Buckie.  Retail and 

wholesale, open to the public.
A family pack includes-500g steak mince, 
500g quality stew, 4 pork chops, 4 chicken 

Barbeque packs – Cajun / Chinese pork 

mint gigot chops, breakfast packs, etc.
Orders can be made by phone, fax or email.  
Local deliveries are carried out Monday to 
Friday. Local deliveries are made before 
2pm daily and are free of charge.   They 
can be made to either your home address 
or your place of work.

FOLLOWING a taste test and 
hundreds of votes from its 
customers, Bossards Bakery in 
Oban has been shortlisted in this 
year’s Scottish Baker of the Year 
competition.

run by couple Heinz and Sylvia 
Bossard, has entered any baking 
competition and the owners said 
they were surprised, but grateful 
to their customers for nominat-
ing them.

The bakery is included twice in 

its strawberry tarts and morning 
rolls and their products are two 
of only 12 from the Highlands 
and Islands region.

-
vealed on May 12 when artisan 
baker and TV presenter Paul 
Hollywood will announce the 
results.

Baking up 
a treat

SKERRYVORE are to release 
their new album ‘World 
of Chances’ at a special 
launch night in the O2 ABC 
Glasgow on Friday, June 22.
The band says the gig will be 
their ‘biggest show ever’.

Skerryvore to 
release new album

Taynuilt’s Caitlin in 
London ‘s O2 Arena 
talent final
A MUSICIAN from Taynuilt is 
one performance away from the 

talent competition, to be held in 
London’s O2 Arena.

of Live and Unsigned on May 
12 at the Mill Volvo Theatre in 
Newcastle.

Having reached the penulti-
mate stage of the competition, 
from an entry of more than 
10,000 hopefuls across the UK, 
Caitlin is now preparing for the 

eye by performing her own song 
All Yours and a cover of Bruno 
Mars’ Count on Me for which 
she recorded her own backing 
track at Finlay Wells’ Nutshell 
Records recording studio last 
Sunday.

prize and the Live and Unsigned 
festival tour, which includes 
dates at Relentless Energy 
Drink Boardmasters, Norfolk 
Spectacular, Strawberry Fields 
Festival, Cloud 9 Festival, Glass 
Butter Beach, Brownstock, 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival, and 
seven other summer festivals.

AS ONE of Britain’s best loved 
comedians, Bill Bailey has 
played some of the country’s 

the chance to tour his brand 
new show in Oban is too good 
to resist.

The QI, Hot Fuzz and Black 
Books star takes Qualmpeddler 
to Oban’s Corran Halls on May 
22, in a return to the venue he 
last played in 2010.  

For Bill, who was voted 
seventh in Channel 4’s greatest 
ever comedian chart, returning 
to Oban is more interesting 
even than the stadium tours, not 
only because of the audience 
reaction, but the location.

Speaking to The Oban Times,
the talented musician and fun-

nyman said: ‘I had such a blast 
the last time I was in Oban.  It’s 
such a great place.  The audi-
ence last time was a riot.

‘People seemed to get 
themselves into a mild state of 
hysteria – they were shouting 
things out at random.

‘One guy shouted up ‘Why 
don’t you do something about 
the Fiat Uno!’ I have no idea 
why either.

‘Then, I heard his girlfriend 
say to him ‘what did you do that 
for?’ He said ‘Yeah, other cars 
are available.

‘Stadium tours are great 
and I’ve done them, but in the 
smaller, more intimate venues 
you get more interaction with 
the audience and that creates a 

great atmosphere.
‘The best thing about touring 

is you get to go out and about 
during the day and I hope to see 
the area. I love Scotland in May 
and June. I am also hoping I get 
the chance to go to Mull again. 
I’ve been over a few times and I 

tailed sea eagles. It’s a beautiful 
spot and I love going there.’

Bill loves qualms. Or at least 
has qualms about them. These 
feelings of unease and ap-
prehension make up the fabric 
of his new show. He looks at 
the consequences of lies, the 
unending search for the Higgs 
Boson and the hiding skills of 
dentists.  

He said: ‘The show came 

about because I love the word 
qualm. My mum used to talk 
about qualms.  It would be 
daft things like qualms about 
sandwiches.  

‘You never have one qualm, 
it’s always plural. They’re 
always low-level too.’

Music is a big part of the 
show and Bill could take a 12th 
century lute he picked up on a 
recent trip to China, along with 
his bouzouki and Horntallica. 
A dub version of Downton Ab-
bey should be one of the more 
bizarre aspects to the show.

Bill Bailey’s Qualmpeddler 
comes to the Corran Halls on 
Tuesday, May 22. For tickets 
phone the Corran Halls on 

simply irresistible
‘I had such a blast the last time I was in Oban.  It’s 
such a great place.  The audience last time was a riot.’

Bill Bailey is heading back to Oban

‘BEDLAM’ ensued at the Cor-
ran Halls on Tuesday morning 
as determined comedy fans 
queued for hours in the hope 
of getting their hands on Kevin 
Bridges tickets.

The Glasgow comic will be 
visiting Oban on July 14 – and 
tickets are already sold out. 
Some people were at the venue 

going on sale until 9am.

One fan estimated those who 

missed out. Certainly venue 
staff told The Oban Times it was 
absolute ‘bedlam’ and tickets 
sold out in an hour.

Fans queue in the sun in the hope of snapping up a ticket.16_t18bridges01

Going, going - all gone in an hour

KEEN PHOTOGRAPHERS 
from across Lochaber have set up 
the Fort William Photographic 
Society. 

The inaugural meeting in 
the Nevis Centre followed a 
Facebook appeal by Armando 

would be interested in joining 
and forming the new club.

The response was an immedi-
ate ‘yes’ from more than 40 
people and a constitution was 
agreed. Armando was elected 
as President with a support 
committee of those who helped 
organise the event.  

He said: ‘As a lecturer in 
Photoshop at the West Highland 
College, as well as being a very 
keen photographer, I often 
wondered what happened to the 
people who came on the course 
and what they were doing. 

‘I also know that Iain Ferguson, 
who teaches evening classes in 
photography, was of the same 
mind  and thought about what 
happened after the courses were 

him about forming a club and he 
agreed it was a good idea. 

‘My initial Facebook post 
attracted a lot of interest and 
when I suggested a theme, there 
was a huge response with people 
adding pictures they had taken 
to the page and it was very in-

Fort William Photographic Society president, Armando Barcenas (seated) at the first meeting with 
members from as far afield as Mallaig, Spean Bridge and Kinlochleven.

Fort William forms first photographic club

teresting to see their individual 
interpretation.

successful and I hope that now 
we have all met in person the 
club will go from strength to 
strength.’

Meetings will be held in the 
Nevis Centre on the second 

Tuesday of every month, at 

Anyone with an interest in 
photography will be made 
welcome to come and share 
their views and skills, take part 
in competitions, to hear from 
guest speakers on a range of 
photography related topics and 

spend time with those who have 
a similar interest. 

More information can be 
obtained from club secretary 
Kirsteen Bell by e-mailing her  
at kirsteenbell@gmail.com, or 
by visiting the Fort William 
Photographic Society Facebook 
page.    

Leisure Desk 
01631 568000 and 01397 703003



GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. 

Names and postal addresses must be supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001.  Email editor@
obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk

14 LETTERS Thursday 3 May, 2012 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

La
st 

we
ek

’s 
so

lu
tio

n

D
1

E C
2

L A
3

R E
4

E
5

M E
6

E R
7

A A D N M L E

F
8

L Y I N G S A U C E R S

F E A U C I

Y
9

O N U
10

N R E L
11

A T E D

N S E Y R U

A
12

L E V E L I
13

M P O S E

B P A A
14

P M

O
15

V E R M A T C H A
16

U G
17

L P W O G A

I
18

M P R I
19

S O N M E N T S

S E S O A E U

H
20

A R E M D
21

E S K T O P

Across
7 Magical drink (6)
8 Friendly (6)
9 Come down hard (4)
10 Found in pesticides (8)
11 Inferior (7)
13 Extended family (5)
15 Shows similarity in values (5)
16 Spread (7)
18 Supporter (8)
19 Bind (4)
21 Nervous (6)
22 Beseech (6)

Down
1 A chorus line (4)
2 Heard to be second highest (13)
3 Aggravation (7)
4 One born at the same time as seven others

(5)
5 Commanding (13)
6 Obedient (8)
12 Having help (8)
14 Medium choice for an artist (7)
17 Look carefully at (5)
20 Small space (4)

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

CROSSWORD

The Campbells 
from Greepe
CURRENTLY on tour, 
further to the launch of their 
new album ‘Fonn’, and having 
had two very successful 
concerts the previous nights 
in Inverness and Glasgow, 
Na Cambeulaich travelled 
to Paisley, the venue for the 
Royal National Mod in 2013, 
to the Arts Centre.  

If this concert was to be a 
taster for 2013 it was very 
successful with the fam-
ily setting the scene for the 

which was, of course, a puirt a 
beul, the genre for which they 
are leading exponents.  

Much of the programme was 
music which had been passed 
down from their home village 
and surrounding Dunvegan 
area, on the Isle of Skye, with 
each of the family members 
contributing to the relaxed 
atmosphere within the theatre. 

As one would expect 
the musical items were of 
the highest quality with a 
togetherness which probably 
could only be produced within 
a family situation but, as 
I frequently state in this 
column, the most enjoyable 
concerts also need to engage 
the audience and this was 
achieved with apparent ease 
and humour.  

With so many examples 
of ‘puirts’ making up the 
programme, the presence of 
Nic Garreis, a dancer from 
Michigan, USA, with his 
nimble footwork was an added 
bonus for the audience.  

Paisley Arts Centre was an 
ideal venue for this concert as 
I am sure it will be for many 
events during Mod Phaislig 
2013.    

The ‘Wee Skye’
THE CLOSING ceilidh of the 
Glasgow Skye Association, 
traditionally the ‘Wee Skye’, 
was very much an evening 
which would have done justice 
to the ‘Big Skye’ or any other 
annual gathering.  

President Donald Fletcher 
chaired the proceedings for 
the last time before he demits 

of introducing singing artistes 
whose average age must have 
been lower than any other 
ceilidh during his presidency.   

Jennifer Campbell and 
Eilidh Munro, who both 
served their apprenticships 
in Glasgow Islay Gaelic 
Choir, were joined by Robert 
Robertson and Alasdair 
Whyte with Robert  also 
playing the accordion and 
contributing further as a 
‘stand-up’ comic. 

Alasdair was congratulated 
on his prize winning perform-
ance at the recent Pan Celtic 
Festival. John Rennie was 
piper for the evening.  

Gaelic Drama 
Summer School
THE GAELIC Drama 
Summer School, which was 

re-established in 2008, will 
take place in Portree High 
School  from  July 2 to 13 
and is available for Gaelic 
speakers aged 14-18 at that 
time.  

Successful applicant’s costs 
- fees, accommodation and 
food - for the fortnight will 
be met in full so that the only 
cost will be for transport to 
and from Portree. With a 
maximum of 24 places on 
the course, applicants may be 
asked to participate in a short 
phone interview. Applications 
must be submitted by Friday 
May 18 and applicants will 

successful on or before Friday 
June 1. For more information 
contact Dougie Beck on 01463 
225559 or douglas@feisan.org.

Summer fèis
APPLICATION forms are 
now available for the summer 
fèis to be held from July 16 to 
20 at Kilchuimen Academy, 
Fort Augustus.  

The main fèis, for eight to 18 
year olds will be daily from 
10am to 3.45pm while the Fèis 

olds will be from 10am to 
12.30pm. For the main fèis the 
cost will be £60 - £50 early 
booking offer - and for the 
Feis Bheag £35 - early book-
ing offer £25. All the usual 
fèis activities will be on offer.  
For further details contact 
Tracey on 01809 501468

Glasgow Local 
Mod
THE  CONTACT  details for 
the Glasgow Local Mod to be 
held on Friday June 15 and 
Saturday June 16 are Helen 
MacNeil, telephone 0141 946 
9601, and not as previously 
stated in this column. 

Diary dates
Thursday May 3: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Al Parrish. An 
Evening of Scottish Music, 
Royal Conservatoire, 7.30pm.
Thursday May 10:  Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s in 
the Square, 8pm, Duncan 
McCrone Band.
Friday May 11: Fiddle 
Weekend, Wiston Lodge, Near 
Biggar, contact telephone 
07905 952789 or 07763 
763124.
Saturday May 12: Paisley 
and District Highlander’s 
Association ceilidh dance, 
Elderslie Village Hall, 7.30pm.
Sunday May 13: Accoustic 
Affair, City Halls, 8pm, 
Outside Trail.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Park Bar this 
weekend will be provided 
by Eriskay Lilt on Friday, 
Scott Harvey on Saturday 
and Robert Robertson and 
his band on Sunday while in 
the Islay Inn it will be Penny 
Dogs on Friday and Ragaels 
on Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.  

Glencoe funeral party - 1954
Following last week’s Oban Times article on Glencoe Heritage Trust’s upcoming exhibition of old photographs, organiser Ros 

MacDonald sent in an intriguing example of the kind of pictures she hopes local people will have lying around in drawers or boxes.
The year is 1954, and it depicts the funeral party of Caroline Cook, daughter of Ellen Burns MacDonald of Glencoe

Ros said: ‘Note the motor launch in the background which the remains would have been in, as it was a high profile funeral. Not many 
people who are buried on the island were accorded this honour.’ All photos submitted to the Glencoe trust exhibition will be scanned 
immediately and handed back to the owner. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@

obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their 
prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

CHAN e dad ùr a th’ann a bhith a’ faicinn 
dhaoine aig nach eil Gàidhlig an urra ri 
seirbheisean dhith.  

Ged a thachair leithid sin fad linntean 
agus ged a dh’obraich e gu ìre, cha tuirt sin 
idir gur e a b’ fheàrr  dhan a’ chànan neo 
a cultar. 

’S ann air an adhbhar sin a tha iomairt 
leasachaidh na Gàidhlig a’ moladh 

mar phrìomh sgilean deatamach airson 
dreuchdan a tha dlùth-cheangailte ris a’ 
chànan. Chan eil an fheallsanachd sin air 
chor sam bith a’ cur obair dhìcheallach 
nan daoine a bha an sàs roimhe ann an 
suarachas, ’s e tha tachairt ach gum 
bheil aithne agus inbhe ùr ga thoirt dhan 
Ghàidhlig mar mheadhan air seirbheis sam 
bith a liubhairt agus gu sònraichte dad sam 
bith a bhuineas dhan chànan fhèin. 

Tha cuimhne mhath agam air èisteachd 
ri àrd-theicneòlaiche-craolaidh aig a’ 
BhBC ag ràdh nach robh esan idir a’ 
creidsinn gun robh feum air daoine le 
sgilean cànain sònraichte a bhith an sàs 
ann an obair theicneòlach chraoladh 
Gàidhlig, bha e fhèin air bliadhnaichean 

mòra a chur seachad ag obair ann an 
Seirbheis Craolaidh an t-Saoghail aig a’ 
BhBC gun duilgheadas sam bith. Ach leis 
a h-uile spèis dhàsan agus mar a thuirt mi 
gu h-àrd,  chan urrainn nach e adhartas 
deatamach a th’ann dha cànan sam bith 
gum bheil comas tuigsinn, labhairt agus 
sgrìobhaidh aig na daoine a tha ag obair 
às a leth.

Mar sin, saoilidh mise gum bheil e 
bunaiteach gum bithear a’ faicinn comasan 

ceannard-sgoile Ghàidhlig sam bith 
agus gum bheil lasachadh sam bith air 
an iarratas sin a’ dol calg-dhìreach an 
aghaidh a h-uile argamaid a rinn sinn 
gu ruige seo a thaobh inbhe agus àite a’ 
chànain. Gun teagamh, tha e tàmailteach 
nach eil Comhairle na Gàidhealtachd air 
ceannard làn-thìde a lorg dha Bun-Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis fhathast, ach cha 
bu chòir seo fhaicinn mar uireasbhaidh 
shònraichte ann an saoghal na Gàidhlige. 

ghoirid, tha uimhir de thrioblaid ann 
a’ tàladh luchd-teagaisg gu ceannardas 
bhun-sgoiltean is gum bheil cuid de 

Chomhairlean a’ beachdachadh air 
stiùireadh nan sgoiltean sin a chur an 
urra ri àrd-sgoiltean. Theagamh nach eil 
luchd-teagaisg a’ faireachadh gum bheil 
duais cheannard bun-sgoile idir a rèir na 
h-ìre rianachd is uallaich!

WHILE it is disappointing that Highland 
Council has not yet succeeded in ap-
pointing a permanent head teacher to the 
Inverness Gaelic primary school, I would 
strongly oppose any Council initiative 

Gaelic Medium Education is a proven 
resounding success because it immerses 
children in an environment in which 
Gaelic is normalised and consistently 
used by everyone. Language planners 
everywhere recognise usage and education 
as fundamental tools in language develop-
ment, and it would surely be a seriously 
retrograde step to revert to policies where 
team leaders were unable to understand 
their team’s work.  
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Alan
Cochrane

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH’S 
SCOTTISH EDITOR

I AM GENERALLY reckoned amongst my friends and 
colleagues to be a bit of a wimp behind the wheel of the car. 
The reason is simple; I am not an especially fast driver. In more 
than 40 years of driving I have picked up only one ticket for 
speeding – and even that was for doing a not exactly lightning 
fast 43mph in a temporary 30mph limit.

Now that I’ve got that confession off my chest, let me get to 
the real issue and that is we concentrate our resources against 
speedsters in all the wrong places. There are furious cries of rage 
about the number of speed cameras on our motorways and trunk 
routes. I agree; let’s get rid of them, or at least most of them. But 
I wouldn’t scrap them altogether. No, what I want is to move 
most of the speed cameras off the motorways and onto our urban, 
suburban and village streets.

With cars now capable of amazing speeds, many of our 
city streets have become racetracks and there appears to be 
nothing that can be done about it. The police say they haven’t 
got the resources to enforce the limit in towns and cities, but 

high-powered BMWs and Volvos waiting for a race with a 
speeding miscreant along the M8 or M90. Exceeding the speed 
limit in our cities, towns and villages is, in my view, much more 
dangerous than motorway madness. Council planners expect 
the local populations to jump through hoops if they demand 

planners appear to be in cahoots with the police in throwing up 
their hands in horror and saying  there’s nothing to be done to 

I would happily support moves to increase the limit on 
motorways to 80mph, providing we could have a similar, and 
national, 10mph reduction in the 30-limit for built up areas.

A recent debate in the Scottish Parliament, promoted by 
Green MSP Alison Johnstone, found widespread and all-party 
support for a reduction in the speed limit in built-up areas to 
20mph. I would support this move, but if the authorities won’t 
ensure that 30 is obeyed, what chance 20? Virtually none, 
I’d suggest … unless drastic measures are taken. The drastic 
measure I have in mind is that the rest of us take the law into 
our own hands. What I am talking about is an extension of 
the experiment that has been tried out in Fife, as well as in 
many parts of England, whereby responsible citizens in areas 
blighted by speedsters are given radar ‘guns’ to ‘police’ their 
own streets. They wouldn’t quite be vigilantes but they would 
free up policemen to catch real crooks by logging the speeds 
and details of offending drivers and passing them on to the 
prosecuting authorities.

Of course, the system is open to some abuse, by temporary 

there is always the danger of retribution being visited on those 
doing the reporting. But overall, the pluses of allowing citizens 
to take more responsibility for their own neighbourhoods 
outweigh the minuses. This experiment deserves a much wider 
trial and as a Dundonian with an innate suspicion of anything 
that emanates from that ancient Kingdom, I reckon that if 
ordinary Fifers can be trusted to do it properly and honestly 
then anyone can! 

Pointless            
Oban airport 
figures
Sir,
On April 12 you reported 
that the cost of operating 
Oban airport during 2010/11 
w a s £ 7 6 8 , 2 7 9 w i t h 1 , 418 

It was pointless for Argyll and 
Council to release the costs for 
the last three years without the 

so it is to be hoped The Oban 
Times can obtain and publish 
this information. 

This may clarify why the Oban 
parking charges include a stealth 
tax to support the airport.
Stephen Thomas, Connel. 

Lochybridge 
roundabout
Sir, 
Regarding your front page article 

A82’, The Oban Times, April 19, 
I have two questions:

What was wrong with the mini-
roundabout that was already at 
the Lochybridge junction?

Assuming it needed 
upgrading at all, why now?
Davie Kerr, Ferry Reach,  
Onich.

Weather forecast 
frustration
Sir,
I wonder whether your readers in 
Oban and elsewhere on the west 
coast get as frustrated with the 
BBC Scotland weather forecasts, 
as we who live on Islay do. 

The presenters, and Judith 
Ralston is the worst, insist on 
standing in front of the area 
of the map that concerns us, 
especially during the part of 
the forecast where the expected 
weather is progressed hourly 
through the day. 

Often I have little or no 
idea what our local weather is 
expected to do. 

It is not ‘rocket science’ to work 
out that the outline map actually 

leans from right to left and if the 
presenter were to stand on the 
other side no scottish viewers 
would be discriminated against.

Incidentally, it seems to me that 
to complain to BBC Scotland is 
a complete waste of time. All 
my emails seem to generate are 
automatic replies and nothing 
else. They don’t seem to like 
criticism, even if it is intended to 
be constructive.
Alec Chasemore, Conisby, Isle 
of Islay.

Happy     
experience in   
Oban hospital
Sir,
I recently spent a week in Lorn 
and Islands Hospital in Oban, 
recovering from a hip operation.

I would like to say how kind, 
polite and caring all the nurses 
were and the physiotherapist 
was very helpful too. 

The cleaners also carried 
out their work to a very high 
standard.

Everyone was so friendly and 
cheerful which made my stay a 
very happy experience.
Susan Blockey, Tiroran, Isle of 
Mull.

Menace of the 
cyclist back on    
our roads
Sir,
Summer is here, not a cloud in 
the sky, rain a distant memory.

But the menace of the cyclist 
has returned to our trunk roads.  

While I cannot argue with the 

can I argue with their right to use 
the road itself, nothing is more 
frustrating than seeing a cyclist 
trundle along the A85 between 
Oban and Connel, holding up 

when there is a perfectly good 
path they could use.  

The path is very seldom used 
by walkers, and would be a safe 
option. 

No longer would cyclists 
complain about being brushed 
by passing cars.  Nor would 

frustrated motorists have so 
many near misses with oncoming 
vehicles when trying to negotiate 
cyclists.

Also, I’m sure walkers would 
give way for cyclists, unlike 
the cyclists who pretend to be 
oblivious to the endless queues 

I don’t think any commuter 
would begrudge cyclists on our 
road if, every now and again, 
they gave way. 

Using the path is not only safer, 
it is common sense.
A Rodger, Oban.

Tobermory suffers 
again at hands      
of so-called ‘music 
festival’
Sir,
Yet again Tobermory had to 
suffer the so called ‘music 
festival’. 

There is so little emphasis on 
music it is beyond a joke. The 
reputation of Tobermory and the 
island suffers each year that this 
so-called event happens.

Nobody should be subjected 
to this drunken swearing and 
general anti-social behaviour but 
Tobermory hosted two cruise 
ships over the same weekend. 

Along with the cruise ships 
there are still many people 
visiting either for the day or as 
holidaymakers. 

This is so bad for the island 
for people to go away with the 
impression that this is what 
Tobermory is about. 

The people that come to the 
music festival have little respect 
for themselves and none for the 
island, so why do we entertain 
such people and allow this to 
happen each year?

The community council say 
that they can not do anything 
about it and Holiday Mull, who 
are supposed to represent tourist 
businesses on the island, appear 
to back the festival without 
even asking members what they 
think. 

The council, who do have 
some powers, do not exercise 
any. Which brings into question 

why? The council could use 
or just enforce the powers that 
they have, such as stopping 
camping in the car park, stop 
people carrying drinks from bar 
to bar, ensure that music played 
in the bars should be contained 
within the bars and stop people 
dropping litter. 

The council have an obligation 
and duty to all residents to 
enforce appropriate measures to 
protect a quality of life. 

If boats that are left in the 
car park get notices that if they 
are not moved then they will 
be crushed, then why are the 
campervans not given the same 
treatment? 

It does bring up some very 
interesting issues as to why the 
council are reluctant to enforce 
any of these measures. 

The council does not seem 
to appreciate the main street is 
residential and allowing the bars 
to do as they please and stay 
open for such long hours has a 
massive impact on people’s lives 
on the main street and then on 
from the streets leading from it.
D Stevenson, by e-mail

Another terrific 
Mull music event
Sir,
Huge praise must go to the 
organisers of Mull Music 

this year. 
Once again craic and musical 

excellence were enjoyed in equal 
measure, helped considerably by 
the glorious weather we enjoyed 
over what must be one of the 
year’s most eagerly anticipated 
events.

While the festival itself is a 
draw for the above reasons, it 
works as a helpful reminder of 
why the island is such a smashing 
place to visit. 

I was not alone in using the 
weekend as an opportunity 
to explore and remind myself 
why going there outside of the 
festival-time is so enjoyable.

Here’s to next year, and to 
all the subsequent visits in 
between.
Paul Donaldson, Perth.

ALAN Sugar didn’t make his millions by waiting for business to 
come his way, nor did Barrack Obama become president of the 
United States by simply hoping people would like him.

So there can be little doubt that by actively going out and 
promoting the region, Argyll and the Isles Tourism is doing the 
right thing. 

While the rewards of last week’s highly successful VisitScot-
land Expo won’t be fully appreciated at least until next year, 

The scale of success should not be under-estimated.  With more 
than 200 expressions of interest from tour operators looking at 
offering holidays to the region, Argyll and the Isles Tourism 
captured around a third of the buyers in attendance.

It is only by actively chasing business in this way, by going out 
and telling people why Argyll and the Isles is such a good place 
to visit, that the tourists will keep coming.

Tourism is vital to this region. Around 20 per cent of people 
employed in Argyll and the Isles are directly involved in tourism. 

So let us all get behind Argyll and the Isles Tourism and wish 
them well, for their success is shared amongst us all.

Successful tourism doesn’t 
come from scenery alone
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In the seven years that Neish Contracts has been in business, 
their working tempo has seen a dramatic increase. With 
customer satisfaction being a major priority, demand for their 
services is on the up. Going from strength to strength, Neish 
Contracts is ever evolving, with the addition of staff providing a 
wide range of landscaping services- both commercial, and to 
private home owners. Committed to their loyal customer base, 
Neish Contracts also offer maintenance services, delivering 
high levels of after care.
In addition to Landscaping and maintenance, this family run 
business soon expanded to the supply of top soils, bark, 
compost and turf.

Neish Contracts was launched from job sites in Kilchrenan 
and Taynuilt, to now covering the whole of Argyll and the 
Islands. This increase in productivity has welcomed the ad-
dition of supervisor Alan Steel, dedicated to the same high 
standards and professionalism which has been a central 
ethos throughout. Looking ahead, manager Ruaraidh Neish 
plans to offer garden machinery repairs and servicing to 
both commercial contractors and private home owners, 
having recently employed a highly skilled mechanic. Neish 
contracts provide the complete landscaping service from 
planning to aftercare, as well as the supply of landscaping 
materials.

Trinity Hairdressing was established in 2004 by 
Craig Tosh, Linda Parisella and Claire Livingstone. 
Our focus is a friendly, welcoming salon offering 
a memorable wedding day experience. Our team 
provides a quality service, fantastic products, and 
keeping with the latest trends. Trinity Hairdressing 
offers a wide range of professional haircare, beauty 
and cosmetics which are all available in the salon; 
something to suit everyone’s requirements.
Nicola McEwan provides a wide variety of beauty 

treatments from Arbonne Facials, nail enhance-
ments and Minxnails to eyelash extensions 

make up, massages and lots more.
Pick up a beauty price list in the salon for further details.
New to Oban ‘Nioxin Hair Care’ 
Nioxin is an advanced skin care approach to hair 

-
ity Hairdressing you can now take advantage of 
Nioxin for thicker, healthier, fuller looking hair.

The Clark family have presided over the proceedings at the 

presently live at the hotel. It has the distinction of being the long-

evident when you enter the premises. Hiding behind the black and 

mixing Olde World with the modern demands of customers. 
We provide Fyne Ales, Czech lagers, a huge whiskey selection, 
an extensive wine list, cocktails and quality coffee. The kitchen 
is headed up by two classically trained French chefs. They marry 
their knowledge with an understanding of the Scottish palate. 

They have twice been awarded sliver for best gastropub in 
Scotland and 2011 saw. The Clark family have presided over the 
proceedings at the George hotel since 1860. Three generations, 

of being the longest continuously run hotel in Scotland. The family 

the black and white Georgian facade is a well maintained interior 

stunning design mixing Olde World with the modern demands 
of customers. 
We provide Fyne Ales, Czech lagers, a huge whiskey selection, 
an extensive wine list, cocktails and quality coffee. The kitchen 

is headed up by two classically trained French chefs. They marry 
their knowledge with an understanding of the Scottish palate. 
They have twice been awarded sliver for best gastropub in 
Scotland and 2011 saw The George being awarded the Best Pub 
in Scotland from The Soup Guide. All the products are fresh. The 
hotel also has it’s own langoustine boat providing fresh prawns 
daily.
The bedrooms have been extensively and sensitively restored, 
renovated and refurbished. They feature whirlpool baths, roll top 

With the hard work and dedication that the team at The George 
commits to, we try and ensure that the customer has a good 
quality product and service at a fair price.

Winston Churchill comes from a line of the Churchill family 
that has a long history of many generations of gamekeepers. 
Winston followed this tradition leaving school in 1966, aged 

gamekeeper and working with his father. Although Winston was 
born and bred in East Anglia he had a burning desire to move 
north of the border and work even closer with nature amongst 
the Scottish hills with Britain’s largest land mammal, the Red 
deer. He moved north in April 1983 to work as a deerstalker on 
the Cowal peninsular, Argyll. Winston met Anne, a local girl, and 
they married in April 1985. During 1988 the Churchill’s started 
their own deer stalking business called Winston Churchill 

Stalking, which still operates today and produces the carcasses 
for Winston Churchill Venison. Winston and Anne have two sons, 
Angus who is part of the team and Jamie who is also a keen and 
competent stalker. Winston Churchill Stalking organises deer 
stalking holidays for sportsmen from all parts of the world to 
take part in a unique hunting experience in Argyll. With demand 
growing for natural healthy meats - Venison is very low in 
cholesterol and fat - the Churchill’s built a purpose built facility 
to process their deer carcasses during 2000. Sales took off and 
they now employ two full time butchers to process, package and 
despatch their venison, which has been sold mainly locally but 
now offers mail order and is going far and wide!

“The reasonable man adapts himself to the world. 
The unreasonable man persists in trying to adapt the world to himself.

Therefore all progress depends on the unreasonable man.” 
- George Bernard Shaw.

We started with zero sales in January 2001 and are forecasting £10m 
in 2012. Laddie 10, Organic and Islay Grown whisky is the driving force behind 
the developing brand. 
Half our barley is Islay-grown, the other organically grown in north-east 
Scotland. In total, we have  28 Scottish farms’ barley - harvested, malted and 
distilled separately - a supply that is unparalleled in the whisky industry.
Because we believe that whisky should speak of the place from which it 
comes, of the people who have created and nurtured it; of the soil, the air, the 

of the raw ingredients from which it is made. 

produce it.
As progressive Hebridean distillers we are passionately committed to produc-

provenance and utmost integrity. That’s why we still use the original Victorian 
equipment, slow natural fermentation, trickle distillation and are the largest 
employer on Islay after the State.
We have respect for the past - organic farming, Bere barley, slow distillation, 
quality casks - and a passionate belief in the future. We have proven that 

Forbes Boat Care is a business tailoring “Boat 
Babysitting” packages for people with boats in Argyll 
who live elsewhere. Founded by Michael Forbes in 
2005, FBC has been based at Creran Marine where 
the business runs a chandlers and successful boat 
brokerage. Waterside property sales have been added 
to the business portfolio along with the release of FBC 
Marine Products which are boat care products released 
last summer. The business recieved a number of business 
awards shortly after start-up along with aid from both the 
SJ Noble Trust and the PSYBT for whom Michael now 

volenteers as an ambassador. The packages involve sub 
contracting work out to a list of contractors, allowing the 
boat owner to have their boat completely looked after 
with just one contact number. The business also takes 
on major repair and insurance jobs, made possible by the 
new indoor work units at Creran Marine. Having picked 
up a national award for staff training the Boat Babysitter 
18 month training course gives a wide range of training 
to candidates, and FBC currently employs 4 full time 
staff. With a 2nd Argyll branch in sight and now trading 
overseas its all hands on deck...

Fin Millar Vehicle Technician
Unit 13, Old Tweedmill 01631 566 220
Soroba Road 07766757013
Oban, PA 34 4HQ

Fin’s Place
No Fix - No Fee

Started in March 2011, Fin’s Place is going from strength to 
strength. Fin Millar took the decision to set up on his own 
after gaining a wealth of knowledge of all things mechanical. 
Having spent 5 years in Aberdeen for his apprenticeship with 
a German car specialist, Fin has gone on to work for multiple 
manufacturers, namely Ford, Daewoo and Fiat. It was at Fiat 

-
cian) status. He has been MOT testing for over twenty years 
and while Fin’s Place doesn’t at present do MOTs, he can 

organise them for his customers, with plenty of knowledge. A 
self acclaimed Fiat and Alfa Romeo enthusiast, Fin is dedi-
cated and passionate about cars and will provide a service 

to certain conditions, and always welcomes new customers 
to his unit at Old Tweedmill. Fin is currently looking to expand 
and grow his business over the coming year. If in need of a 
vehicle technician who is friendly, helpful and reliable then 

John MacAlister (Oban) Ltd I moved to Oban from Isle of Gigha 37 years ago, I have 

1997. I continued to work at sea until around 2006 until the 

the sea and attend to these matters ashore. Since then 
the company invested and built a further two boats, one 

company The Star Fishing Company Ltd. The companies 

-

vessels operating around Scotland with a regular service 
around twice per week to and from the North and East of 
Scotland. We also run Low-loader transport and have an 
engineering workshop, manufacturing hydraulic hoses and 
repair work to both motor and marine equipment; we offer 

and Auto and Marine Engineering Services operate from 
premises at The Workshop, Oban Livestock Centre, Oban.

24 HOUR CONTACT
07712 554651, 07917 489084, 07748 960252
OFFICE 01631 570893  WORKSHOP 01631 566095
FAX 01631 563565   EMAIL: john@jmacoban.co.uk

• TRAILER REPAIRS
• FABRICATION OF

HYDRAULIC 
PIPES & HOSES

•  AUTO & MARINE 
ENGINEERING SERVICES

•  REFRIDGERATED
TRANSPORT

LOW LOADER TRANSPORT

Star Fishing 
Company Ltd

Fishing Vessel Owners 
and Agents

Climbing The Ladder
Of Success

Will Currie of Renewables Now had been installing 
renewable heat technologies for over 9 years before Ann 
Rowan became part of the company in 2010. Using Wills’ 
technical background and Anns’ quality management and 

installers to gain MCS accreditation in all 4 renewable 
heat technologies. They are still the only business in Argyll 
accredited for Ground Source Heat Pumps, Air Source 
Heat Pumps, Biomass and Solar Thermal combined. Since 
opening the doors of their showroom at Barcaldine in 
March 2011 and employing another installer in May 2011, 
Will and Ann have seen their business grow from strength 

to strength, with dozens of installations of renewable heat 
technologies throughout Scotland.  Will and Ann believe 
their climb to success is due to their attention to detail in all 
aspects of every project and their commitment to superior 
levels of customer care. Combining that with the highest 
quality equipment and a desire to succeed is their recipe 
for success. The focus on quality is a corner stone of their 
business and they believe every customer deserves and get 
the best.

will share their high company values.
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Spacious 3 Bedroom
18th Century House

in Appin
Superb view

large garden with 

parking

6-12 month let 

unfurnished

£550 pcm + council tax
No DHSS

Telephone 
01631 730354

West Coast property service

Fernoch Crescent, 
Lochgilphead
A detached family home in one of the most sought 
after locations in Lochgilphead, with lovely views 
across Loch Fyne towards Arran and over the 
Knapdale Hills.

Comprising very spacious 
accommodation as follows:
• 4 bedrooms, master with en-

• Very spacious lounge with 

• Large single garage and 

• Generous front and rear 
gardens with lawns, two 
decked areas, summer house 

Offers in the 
region of £250,000
For further details contact 

01546 600039
Full details at 

www.homesaleonline.co.uk

Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

WANTED

TO LET 
SPEAN BRIDGE

3 Bedroom 
Bungalow for rent, 
new property, situated 
centrally in the village, 
parking available, No 

DSS, smoking or pets.
Please contact 
01397 712561 

between 9am – 5pm 
for more information

Long let £950pcm
Island of Luing

Newly renovated 4 bedroom house
1 en suite, 1 family bathroom

1 wet room, large family kitchen/dining room
Open plan sitting/sun room

Stunning views of sound of Luing
Looking westward to Scarba

Might suit 2/3 families for shared holiday house
Excellent primary school/shop

Open to suggestions
Ferry runs every half an hour 

30 minutes from Oban
Email: cadzow@luing.net  Phone: 01852 314 234

FOR LET
Main door upper 

floor flat
Central Oban
Two bedrooms

Furnished

No DSS or smoking

£500 pcm + council tax 

+ utility bills

Tel - 07808 092864

REASONS TO SELL YOUR HOUSE WITH WATERSIDE

£0Fee
Free listing for limited

time only!

Creative and Intelligent marketing of Argyll
Town, Country and Sea View Properties

1 Kilchattan Cottages, Isle of Luing
 OIRO £110,000

New Website - Packed Full of Fantastic Features - Showing Your Home to its Best

No Listing Fee for a Limited Period Only

Argyll’s Fastest Growing Estate Agency

On All the UK’s Largest Property Websites - Rightmove, Zoopla, S1 Homes, FindaProperty, Primelocation, Country Life, etc

Best Marketing & Best Service =  Fastest Sale & Best Price for Your Home

Dedicated Local Agent Covering Oban & Western Isles

WaterSide Property is one of Argyll’s leading estate agents and has a proven track
record for selling property quickly and for the maximum sale price possible. 

If you are thinking of putting your house on the market or are already on and feel
like having a fresh and determined approach then give us a call now on: 01369 701755. 

15 Toberonochy, Isle of Luing
 OIRO £140,000

40 Toberonochy, Isle of Luing
 OIRO £150,000

3 Plots (with planning permission), Isle of Luing
 OIRO £95 - 99,000 

TO LET

PROPERTY

Farming

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

GEESE are presenting a chal-
lenge to the improvement of 
grassland on a monitor farm on 
the Isle of Mull.

year Short Limited Duration 
Tenancy (SLDT) on Torloisk, 
one of Quality Meat Scotland’s 
national programme of monitor 
farms.

Mr MacKay is determined 
to boost productivity by 
improving the grassland and 
increasing the feed options for 
his Elite Health status fold of 50 
pedigree Highland cows, some 
of which are crossed with the 
Simmental bull, plus his sheep 
enterprise, which totals 850 
breeding ewes.

But this new, sweet and suc-
culent grass mix has been heav-
ily grazed by Greylag geese, an 
increasing problem for many 
island and coastland farmers.

In addition, heavy rainfall, 
which during the winter on Mull 
has averaged over half an inch a 
day for the last six months, has 
also taken its toll on the fragile 

young plants. 
Peter Addie of Watson Seeds, 

suppliers of the seed, said: 
‘Geese are attracted to this 
tasty area and pull up the young 
clover, so it’s important to try 
to keep them off to enable the 
remaining clover to grow on 
and produce stolons to create 
new plants.’

Cattle will be kept off for at 
least another year, to allow the 
remaining clover to establish. 
‘While it’s tempting to re-seed 
the area, it will simply attract 
even more geese,’ Mr Addie 
added.

improving grassland and forage 
crops were hot topics at the 
recent monitor farm meeting on 
the west of the island.

Torloisk is a predominantly 
hill unit of 7,600 acres, with a 
limited amount of ploughable 
land in the approximately 380 
acres below the hill dyke.

cultivatable areas on Torloisk 
last year Mr Mackay re-seeded 

a three acre block with West-
erwolds, Mingary and clover 
following a forage rape crop. 

He also planted 4.5 acres of 
forage crops – a mixture of 
Stygo fodder rape, Samson 
stubble turnips and Swift, a 
hybrid kale/rape. 

A further 8.6 acres had been 
over-sown after harrowing, with 
a bespoke mix which included 
clover and Timothy.

At the recent meeting, Mr 

rumen of lambs under 25kgs 
cannot cope with forage crops, 
however lambs over 27kgs at 
turn-out had thrived particu-
larly well.

Mr Mackay is also part of 
the NFUS’ New Generation 
group, which aims to support 
new farming businesses into 
the future – ensuring they don’t 
face any disadvantages and are 
treated in an equal manner to 
existing farms.

The next meeting of the Mull 
Monitor Farm is scheduled for 
early June. 

Mull grassland 
comes under 
threat from geese

Trying to create better pasture by re-seeding is simply attracting even more geese

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stir-
ling) Ltd sold 589 store cattle at 
their fortnightly sale at Millhall 
Mart, Stirling on Monday when 
the entry included 77 head from 
the Kintyre area which topped 
the sale in both the bullock and 
heifer sections.

The overall sale was topped at 
279.5p per kg for six Limousin 
bullocks from L Black and Co, 
Lephinmore, Saddell.

Heifers sold to 252p per kg for 
four Limousins from J J Black, 
Tangy, Kilkenzie.

Two Limousin bullocks from 
D McKendrick, No.5 Tomaig, 
Campbeltown, scaling 495kg, 
sold at £1085, while Limousin 
heifers sold to £780 for a 360kg 
from A McLean, Killeonan, 
Campbeltown.

Simmentals sold to £690 for 
270kgs bullocks from A Bate-

man, Langholm, Southend.
In the native bred section all 

classes met good demand with 
Kintyre bullocks selling to 228p 
per kg for Aberdeen Angus from 
Messrs Taylor, High Cruibsdale, 
Muasdale, while heifers sold to 
230p per kg again for Aberdeen 
Angus, this time from W Skill-
ing, Cara View, Tayinloan.

Shorthorn bullocks sold to 
£770 from High Cruibsdale.

Kintyre cattle dominate trade at 
Caledonian Marts’ Stirling sale

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd 
sold 145 store cattle, three breeding 
cattle, two OTM cattle and 69 sheep at 
Porteee last Saturday when all classes 
continued to sell at similar rates to other 
centres. Quality kinds were particularly 
sought after.

Bullocks averaged 211.6p and sold 
to 250p per kg for a 300kg Limousin 
cross from 1 Eyre, Snizort, and £1000 
for a 440kg Limousin cross from 2 
Kingsburgh, Snizort.

Heifers averaged 203.3p and sold to 
226.3p per kg for a 190kg Limousin 
cross from 6 Kilvaxter, Portree, and 
£840 for a 440kg Limousin cross from 
2 Kingsburgh.

Breeding cows sold to £1310 gross 
for an in-calf Charolais cross cow from 
Glenbrittle, Carbost.

OTM cattle sold to 130.3p per kg and 
£860 for a 660kg Simmental cross from 

Sheep sold to £77 for Blackface 
wedders from Kerrol Farm, Edinbane, 
while Cheviot ewes from 3 Drumuie 
fetched £70.

Bullocks 
up to 200kg – 8 Balmeanach, Struan, £440, 
231.6p; 
201-250kg – 8 Balmeanach, £530, 7 
Kingsburgh, 228.6p; 
251-300kg – 1 Eyre, £750, 7 Ullinish, 
Struan, 236.7p; 
301-350kg – 2 Kingsburgh, £805, 1 Eyre, 
234.4p; 
351-400kg – 2 Kingsburgh, £910, 1 & 2 

401-450kg – Kilmaluag, Duntulm, £920, 2 
Kingsburgh, 227.3p; 
451-500kg – 2 Kingsburgh, £800.
Heifers 
up to 200kg – Balnacnoc, Uig, £445, 
222.5p, 
201-250kg - 6 Kilvaxter, £500, Balnacnoc, 
209.1p; 
251-300kg – 7 Ullinish, £670, South 
Cuidreach, Earlish, 224.1p; 
301-350kg – 2 Kingsburgh, £750, 220.6p; 
351-400kg – 1 & 2 Stenscholl, £830, 4 Bay, 
Waternish, 216.2p; 
401-450kg – Glenbrittle, £830, 2 
Kingsburgh, 190.9p.
Breeding cattle: 
In-calf cow - Glenbrittle, £1180.
Sheep: 
Ewes 
Cheviot: 3 Drumuie, Portree, £70. 
Rams - Texel: Orbost, £70; Cheviot: 3 
Balgowan, £68.

Quality in demand at Portree sale

DINGWALL and 
Highland Marts sold 667 
sheep of all classes at 
Dingwall last Wednes-
day when a mixed show 
of sheep found trade 
in line with the falling 
prime trade

Lambs sold to £86 
for Cheviots from Free 
Farm, Tomatin.

Ewes sold to £104 
for Texel crosses from 
Druid Temple Farm, 
while rams and feeding 
sheep sold to £74 twice 
for Blackfaces from 
Lairgandour, Daviot, 
and Cheviots from Free 
Farm.

Blackface lambs 
from Ardnamurchan 
Estates sold to £74, and 
Cheviots to £71. Cheviot 
rams from Corriebheinn 
Farms, Skye fetched £70. 

Falling prime 
sheep trade

2 Border Leicester 
Tups for sale. 
Free Shear. Hard 

working, easy 
handled, easy lambed.

£50 Each
07500750863

UNITED AUCTIONS
DALMALLY AUCTION MART

Saturday 5th May at 11 am
Sale of all classes Cattle & Sheep
Followed by Displenishing Sale of 

Implements from Reps. of late Ian MacDonald, 
Lower Tervine

All as advertised last week and with the following 
additions:

Toyota Hi Lux Pick up – H2 – 2006 Model; Ifor 
Williams Livestock Trailer c/w folding sheep decks, 

3 yo; Sheep Shearing Machine.

Enquiries invited 
TEL 07771 644507 / 01631 562233

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

AUCTION

West Coast property service

Glen Massan, Dunoon
Cottage set in approx. 
20acres of garden and 
grazing.

Very peaceful situation, own water 
supply, two bedrooms, kitchen with 
Rayburn, attached barn.

For more information contact 
07747 033706

Offers Over £230,000
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HOUSE
CLEANER

£7.00 per hour. 
Melfort Pier & 

Harbour
01852 200 333

MOUNT STUART TRUST, 
ISLE OF BUTE

ASSISTANT SAWMILL & 
FORESTRY MANAGER 

Required for an immediate start, the successful 
candidate must demonstrate proven experience 
in the sawmill/forestry sector.  You will be 
responsible for promotion, marketing and 
new business campaigns and possess strong 
management, budgetary and IT skills, a working 
knowledge of Health and Safety legislation and 
the ability to quickly build effective business 
relationships.  As an effective communicator with 
strong interpersonal skills you will be responsible 
for the project management of an exciting 
development phase of an established sawmill.
If you have a successful background in new 
business development within this sector, are 
results orientated with high commitment, 
resilience and a positive can-do attitude then 
this is an exciting opportunity to further develop 
your career.  A current full UK driving licence is 
required.
Please send your up-to-date CV and covering 
letter to:  Andrew Nicol, Factor, email: andrew@
bute-estate.com  Closing date: 18 May 2012

A great opportunity to work 
for the well established 
publishing group, The Oban 
Times, with products 
ranging from award winning 
newspapers to popular 
seasonal products.
Working in a friendly team environment from 

We offer:

Please apply by email with C.V and 
covering letter to: ali@obantimes.co.uk 

CARERS DIRECT LIMITED
AN INDEPENDENT PROVIDER

SPECIALISING IN
CARE AT HOME

are looking for carers
to work in the Oban Area

Rate of pay from £7.80/hour – 30-35 hours
Alternate weekends essential

Car driver essential
SVQ 2 preferred, training provided

Application forms
From

01631 569 550

Registered with Scottish Care Commission
Applications subject to PVG Scheme vetting.

Celtic Sea Ltd, one of Scotland’s leading mussel 
producer, is looking for a

Mussel Farm Assistant
Applicants should be reliable, physically fit and hold a 
full clean driving licence. Practical experience in fork-
lift, crane and boat handling is preferred but not essen-
tial as training will be given. Level of pay is relative to 
experience and skills. Place of work is Loch Melfort. 

Please send comprehensive CV to:
Celtic Sea Ltd, Loch Melfort, Arduaine, Argyll, PA34 4XQ, 
Phone 01852 200 576

Leading Quantity Surveying 
& Valuation Practice

require the following staff

Quantity Surveyor
The successful candidates will join our experienced team in 

of Quantity Surveying Services on a wide range of projects 
throughout the UK.

organised and be capable of delivering quality outcomes as 
required while managing competing priorities.
This is an excellent career opportunity for which an appropriate 
remuneration package is being offered for negotiation.
A full driving licence is essential.
Please apply in writing enclosing your C.V to:
Tommy McQuade, Principal
Morham & Brotchie, Chartered Quantity Surveyors,
5 Stafford Street, Oban, PA34 5NJ

Full time sales staff 
required for busy 

Outdoor Sports Shop
Would suit an outdoor enthusiast 

with sales experience
Application in writing to include a CV to

Outside Edge, 6 MacGregor Court
Oban, PA34 4DJ

Design Engineers: Biomass Heating 
Due to recent growth, HWEnergy, Scotland’s leading biomass heating 
specialists, are looking to recruit an experienced HVAC Design Engineer 
and also Graduate Engineers as follows:
Design Engineer: The successful candidate should have both mechanical, 
electrical and LTHW heating system design experience, and knowledge 
of design processes and CDM procedures. An attractive salary package 
is on offer. To apply send full C.V together with covering letter to: craig.
sutherland@hwenergy.co.uk 
Graduate Engineers: This post involves a design project and is part of 
the TalentScotland Graduate Placement Programme and part funded by 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise and European Regional Development 
Fund. For full details and to apply please follow this link: http://www.
talentscotland.com/Students/Jobs/Placement-overview/Engineering-
Graduate-HW-Energy-2012.aspx 
Based at our Fort William HQ, idyllically located at the foot of Nevis Range, 
this is an opportunity to work as part of a vibrant and highly specialized 
team, with exciting training and development opportunities. Closing Date 
for all Applications: Friday 18th May 2012

Environmental Analyst
Marine Harvest (Scotland) is the largest Aquaculture Company 
operating in Scotland.  Our marine and freshwater sites are located 
throughout the West Coast and Outer Isles. 
An important role has arisen within our Environmental Team, based in Fort 
William.  We are seeking an Environmental Analyst to collate, interpret and 
present a range of environmental data sets.  The role will play an important 

development of its production base. 
The successful candidate will be educated to HND or Degree level in 
Environmental Science, Marine Biology or another related discipline.  In 
addition 1 to 2 years’ experience in an environmental role or postgraduate 

also be desirable. 
Candidates should possess excellent computer skills, particularly in Microsoft 
Excel and Word, along with competence in basic statistics and exceptional 
literacy skills.  A driving licence is also essential for this role.

and assistance will be considered should relocation be required.
If you would like to apply for this interesting post, please put your application 
in writing to: Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, Business 
Resource Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT.  The 
closing date for the receipt of applications is 18th May.

Freshwater Technician
Isle of Mull

Scottish Sea Farms Ltd are currently seeking 
to employ Freshwater Technicians at Knock 
Hatchery on the Isle of Mull.

Applications are invited from individuals who 
have an interest in aquaculture and feel that they 
could play a key part in strengthening an already 
skilled team responsible for producing Atlantic 
Salmon Fry, Parr and Smolt. Previous experience 
in the industry would be an advantage, but is not 
essential, as training will be supplied. A full clean 
driving license is essential for this position.

The successful applicant would be required to 
carry out a variety of tasks including:
• Routine stock husbandry
• Environmental monitoring
• Stock health & welfare monitoring
• Site and equipment maintenance 
• Weekend working and alarm cover on a Rota 
   basis

An attractive salary is on offer to the right person 
along with assistance with accommodation, 
if required.  To apply, please contact Claire 
Scott on 01786 445521 or email claire.scott@
scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date for applications: Friday 18th May 2012

Project Administrator
Fixed Term appointment for 6 months

Salary £19,376 - £22,326 per annum

We are looking for an experienced Project 
Administrator with excellent organisation and 
communication skills who enjoys a busy working 
environment and who can be flexible to the needs 
of the project to support our European funded 
BioMara project. 

The post has responsibility for organising 
meetings & workshops, taking minutes, liaising 
with project partners and producing project 
reports.  In addition, they will provide general 
admin support to the project.

For further information and to apply for 
this position online, go to: www.smi.ac.uk  
Alternatively, please write to: Human Resources, 
Project Administrator, D03/12.MS, The Scottish 
Association for Marine Science, Scottish Marine 
Institute, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1QA or e-mail to 
recruitment@sams.ac.uk.

Closing date: Monday 14th May 2012

SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), 
has an equal opportunities policy and welcomes 
applications from all sections of the community.

SUPPORT WORKER 
REQUIRED FOR 
ADULT (MALE)

16 hours variable
Rural location

Must have own transport
Apply to:

Box No. 102, 
Campbeltown Courier, 

Main & Longrow 
South, Campbeltown, 

PA28 6AE.

JIM MARTIN SUPPLIES

OFFICE PERSON
A vacancy has arisen for a part time (approx.20 

to include:  Sales and purchase ledger, reception & 
telephone, sales counter and store duties.
Applicants should have experience of clerical work 

of Sage-Line 50, Microsoft Word and Excel 
packages.
Salary to be discussed, depending on experience.

Applications in writing with CV to:
Jim Martin, J.M.S., 109 - 119 Longrow, 

Campbeltown, PA28 6EX.
Tel: 01586 550066/77

br ing ing  people together    s ince 1923

PCV Driver

Personnel Department
West Coast Motors

Benmhor
Campbeltown

Argyll PA28 6DN
or complete our online application form at

www.westcoastmotors.co.uk

We are seeking to recruit a full time
PCV driver based at our Ardrishaig depot.
This position will cover a range of services
including local bus, schools, express coach

and private hire.
If you hold a PCV licence and are interested
in such a position, please apply in writing

(enclosing your c.v.) to:

Bronze

Multi-Skilled Electrical Craftperson
Fort William

£19,005 - £29,615 (Band D)  Ref: SW/002971

Multi Skilled Electrical Craft position contributing to the delivery of an effective 
Proactive and Customer Driven maintenance service to Water and Waste Water 
Treatment Plants and Pumping Stations. You will operate from home, direct to site 
providing a fi eld based multi-skilled electrical and mechanical service ensuring the 
safe and effective operation of all plant and equipment.

Application packs are available from www.scottishwater.co.uk careers section.

Closing date for receipt of applications: Friday 18 May 2012.
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S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

MOT’s, Car Repairs, 
Services and Car Sales

Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries

Lochavullin Industrial Estate
Tel: 01631 566502/566470

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
61 Renault Clio Pzaz, 1.2, 3dr, Red, Delivery Mileage.........................£9,295
11 Renault Scenic Dyn. TomTom, 1.5 DCI, Blue 11,500 miles ..........£13,295
11 Skoda Octavia 1.6S TDi CR Estate, Blue, 14,500 miles.................£12,650
11 Skoda Fabia 1.6 SE TD11, 5Dr, Grey, 10,650 miles ......................£10,250
11 Renault Megane EXP 1.6, 5Dr, Ruby Red, 14,750 miles .................£9,950
11 Renault Clio Extreme 1.2, 3dr, Grey, 1,500 miles ...........................£9,695
10 Renault Clio i-music DCI, 5dr, Silver, 9,800 miles...........................£9,450
59 Peugeot 207s SWHDI Estate, Silver, 14,000 miles ..........................£9,650
59 Citreon Berlingo VTR 90, 1.6, Beige, 26,700 miles.........................£7,650
09 Peugeot 107 Urban 3 door, Silver, 15,000 miles.............................£5,250
58 Renault Laguna Exp DCI 150 Black, 21,000 miles ..........................£8,750
08 Renault Scenic Extreme 1.4, Blue, 39,500 miles...........................................£4,950
07 Renault Megane HB GT DCI 150 5 Dr, Black, 23,500 miles .......................£6,750
07 Renault Clio Exp., 1.4, 3Dr, Red 47,000 miles ...............................£4,795
56 Renault Clio Exp. 1.2, 5dr, Silver, 27,800 miles ..............................£4,450
56 Renault Megane Dyn 1.4, 5Dr, Hatchback, silver ...........................£4,250
55 Renault Laguna Dyn, 2.0, Red, 38500 miles ..................................£4,750
05 Renault Kangoo Venture DCi 80, Blue, 29,000 miles .....................£4,250
03 Peugeot 206 Style 3 door, Green, 63,000 miles..............................£1,950

COMMERCIALS

08 Renault Master, SWB, white................................................. £8,000 + vat
57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver................................. £7,000 + vat
60 Renault Kangoo ML19 Extra 70, White, 18,000 miles .......... £6,850 + vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

£17,500 o.n.o.

6 berth Motorhome 2006.

Telephone: 
01546 602547

or
07901947357

FIAT DUCATO 
CARIOCA

LANDROVER 
DEFENDER 110

£3200 o.n.o.

Ex military hard top with side windows, 1987, 2.5 N/A Diesel.  80,000km.
Basic interior, very reliable, go anywhere pull anything “workhorse”.  Solid chassis, good tyres, 

two spare. Includes full length roof rack. Tax end May, MOT July.

Tel: 01546 810017 evenings

ROVER 45 1.4 
IMPRESSION 2004

£1650 o.n.o.

45,000 miles, Full leather, 6 CD Multi changer
MOT April 2013, TAX 31/10/2012, Ex Condition

Tel: 01770 850214 or 07752 846572 
(Arran)

SAAB 93 20T AERO
AUTO 05 REG

£3800

1 years MOT, 43,000 miles
Half leather, full spec

2 owners

Tel: 07540 873104

HUGHIE’S
BURGER VAN

14’, opens up 3 ways, 2 hotplates, 2 boilers, 
fridge freezer, chipper and drinks chill 

cabinet, valid gas and electric certificate, 
comes with silent running generator. 

Genuine enquiries only.

Telephone: 
01631 562677 or 
0754 250 8702

£8000 o.n.o.

MOTORHOME
HYMER 544 - 1991

£9500 o.n.o.

Low mileage with FSH
Will be Taxed and MOT prior to sale

Tel: 0771 451 6094 or 01838 300220 
for more details

£1300

53 Reg, 
6 speed,130bhp, 
111,000 miles.

Telephone: 
01546 810371 or

07759220141

FORD MONDEO 
TDCi

2002 COACHMAN
AMARA 520/4

£5995 o.v.n.o.

4 berth, new porch awning, end vanity room with shower cubicle, 
omnivent, alloy wheels, Sony CD player, new storage cover, 

excellent family van, ready to go.

Tel: 01586 551722 or 07707 002172

SWIFT CHALLENGER 480, 
2009, 2 BERTH

£11,995

Excellent condition.  Serviced annually. End Washroom, Microwave, Fridge, Heater, Oven, Mains 
electric, Water heater, Cassette toilet, Shower, Battery Charger, Blinds, Fly screens, Door flyscreen, 
Loose fit carpets, Blownair heating, Alarm, TV Directional Aerial, Stereo system, Heki rooflight, 

Spare wheel, Alloy wheels,  Hitch head stabiliser, hitch lock.
 Extras include: Remote Control Caravan Mover, Full awning and Porch awning, Caravan cover, 

Two gas bottles, Aqua Roll and waste roller, 25m & 10 m electric cables, Tripod satellite dish and 
twin cable.

Tel: 01583 421391

MITSUBISHI PAJERO 2.5 TURBO
DIESEL AUTOMATIC SWB 

£1200

3 Door, Automatic, Turbo Diesel, 1993 K Reg, imported 2004, low miles and MoTd 
Green/Blue over Silver with Cloth Trim, Radio/cassette, Alloy wheels with new General Grabber 

road tyres, electric mirrors, electric windows. Professionally fitted tow bar and electrics.
Reliable, cheap to run vehicle.

Tel: 07917014628 

£1300

3 door, 998cc, Y-reg, only 
44,000 miles, blue, one lady 
owner, g.r.o., MOT  5th July, 

Tax 31st July.

Telephone: 
01852 200787

TOYOTA YARIS GS 
VVTi

2003 LAIKA 6.1 
MOTORHOME

£22,000 o.n.o.

4 berth, fixed rear bed and shower room. 
Excellent condition throughout. 15,600 miles.

Tel: Mobile 07873587908 
or Evening 01397 702573

£2150 o.n.o.

56000 miles, Tax Sept 2012, 
MOT March 2013.

CD Player, electric windows/
mirrors, Towbar & electrics.

Telephone: 
01546 810079

SUZUKI GRAND
VITARA AUTO
2002 1600SE

SPORT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 
disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in 

respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

12/00806/PIP

12/01052/FUL

12/01375/PIP

Development Address

Land 25M West of Lois 
Mhoire
Tigh A Phuirt
Ballachulish

Land 60M North of Glen 
Leac Na Muidhe
Glencoe
Ballachulish

Land 40M SW of St 
Andrew’s
Lochaline
Morvern

Proposal Description

Erection of house

Erection of house (Renewal 
of 05/00093/FULLO)

Erection of three houses

Time period for 
comments

(14 days)

(14 days)

(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

AGM
The Hydrotherapy 

Ltd 
Wednesday,  

May 23, 2012, 7.15 pm 
at the Hydrotherapy 
Pool, Belford Road. 

Fort William
All welcome.

An Comunn 
Gaidhealach

Meur Chruachain
(Cruachan Branch)

AGM
Taynuilt Village Hall
Committee Room

To be followed by a 
Committee Meeting

Thursday 10 May, 2012
At 7.30pm

All Welcome
To enter please use back door

Blasting at Banavie Quarry-
Tuesday 8th May 2012

at noon

Acha seeks expressions of interest 
from suitably experienced contractors 
wishing to tender for our oil boiler 
servicing contract throughout Argyll 
and Bute.
Respondents submitting expressions 
of interest should send copies of any 
relevant qualifications and a brief resume 
of experience in this field of work, to 
establish their suitability. 
Short listed contractors will then be 
invited to submit a tender through a 
selective competitive tender procedure. 
Expressions of interest should be made 
in writing to Norrie Lamont email address 
norrie.lamont@acha.co.uk by 12 noon 
on Friday 11th May at 12 noon

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/00619/PP Erection of 15 kilowatt wind turbine 
(21 metres high to blade tip)

Land South East of Croish 
House Caolis Isle of Tiree
Argyll And Bute

Tiree Area Office

12/00638/PP Erection of extensions, porch and increase 
in verandah area

10 Dalavich Chalet Park 
Dalavich Taynuilt Argyll and
Bute PA35 1HS

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

12/00790/PP Demolition of bunkhouse, external terrace 
structure to hotel bar, extensions to hotel 
cottage and store extension to main hotel. 
Erection of 3 single storey buildings (hotel 
accommodation), sauna, new extension to 
hotel cottage, external terrace and stores to 
existing hotel and alterations to hotel main 
entrance to accommodate platform lift and 
improve access.

Bridge of Orchy Hotel 
Bridge of Orchy Argyll and
Bute PA36 4AB

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

12/00803/PP Alterations and extensions to existing 
dwellinghouse, replacement double garage 
with studio accommodation above.

Ardcluan Track From 
Bonawe Road to
Achnacreebeag North
Connel Oban Argyll and
Bute PA37 1RE

Oban Area Office

12/00810/PP Formation of forestry/agricultural access road. B8035 Access Between 
Dererach and Killiemore
Pennyghael Isle of Mull
Argyll and Bute PA70 6HQ

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09.00 - 1700hrs 
Monday to Friday at Whitegates Offices Whitegates Road Lochgilphead Argyll PA31 8SY, at the alternative locations 
detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk . Written comments for the 
following list of application should be made to the above address within 21 days of the advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/00827/PP Erection of new 63 bedroom hotel 
(amendment to planning permission 
reference 10/01831/PP) - incorporating 
caretakers accommodation

Argyll Hotel Corran 
Esplanade Oban Argyll and
Bute PA34 5PZ

Oban Area Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/00791/PP Erection of conservatory Jura Cottage Jamieson 
Street Bowmore Isle of
Islay Argyll and Bute

Bowmore Area 
Office Isle of Islay

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Offices Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
THE ARGYLL & BUTE COUNCIL (MAIN STREET, TOBERMORY) (DESIGNATED TAXI/
DISABLED PERSONS’ VEHICLE PARKING BAYS)(AMENDMENT) ORDER 2012
On Monday 30th April 2012, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order in terms of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 as amended.
The Order, which comes into operation on 15th June 2012, introduces a taxi bay and an additional disabled persons’ 
vehicle parking bay on Main Street Tobermory, Isle of Mull. 
A copy of the Order as made and plan relative thereto are available for inspection during normal working hours Monday 
to Friday inclusive at the following offices;
(i) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Breadalbane Street, Tobermory;
(ii) Roads & Amenity Services, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban; 
(iii) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Any person, who wishes to question the validity of the Order or any provision contained in it on the grounds that it is 
not within the powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or on the grounds that any requirement of 
that Act or any instrument made under it has not been complied with in relation to the Order may, within six weeks 
from 3rd May 2012, apply to the Court of Session for this purpose.

THE ARGYLL & BUTE COUNCIL (OBAN TOWN CENTRE) (TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT) 
(AMENDMENT) ORDER 2012
On Monday 30th April 2012, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order in terms of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 as amended.
The Order, which comes into operation on 15th June 2012, introduces new and amends existing restrictions on various 
roads within Oban. The following roads are affected: Albany Street, Dalriach Road, Ganavan Road, Quarry Road, Shore 
Street, Sinclair Drive, Soroba Road, and Soroba Lane.
The Order has been confirmed as previously advertised with the exception of the length of the proposed no waiting/no 
loading at any time restriction on the northwest side of Ganavan Road. This is being modified to a no waiting at any 
time restriction and will also be reduced in length, thus making the restriction less stringent. 
A copy of the Order as made and plans relative thereto are available for inspection during normal working hours Monday 
to Friday inclusive at the following offices;
(i) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban;
(ii) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Any person, who wishes to question the validity of the Order or any provision contained in it on the grounds that it is 
not within the powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or on the grounds that any requirement of 
that Act or any instrument made under it has not been complied with in relation to the Order may, within six weeks 
from 3rd May 2012, apply to the Court of Session for this purpose.

Sandy MacTaggart, Executive Director, Development & Infrastructure Services, Manse Brae, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

£4600 o.v.n.o.

taxed and mot, 46,000 
miles, silver/gold, 

excellent condition.

Call Dale: 
07950 253 281/ 
01866 822341

VAUXHALL ASTRA SXI
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www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Visit the website at 
to input your details and not only will your 

ad appear online but will  also appear 
in the Oban Times, The Campbeltown 
Courier, and The Argyllshire Advertiser 

ITEMS UNDER £50 ARE FREE

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE.................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

alternatively you can fill in the form below 
and hand it in to any of our offices (details below)

Ruaraidh Neish: 07821 582742
Ricky Duffy: 07923 223668
Email: tree.monkeys@yahoo.co.uk

All aspects of tree work...
• Felling
• Pruning
• Dismantling
• Windblown
• Tree Removal

Fully Certified and Insured

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

AFAM
Argyll forestry, windblown 

trees cleared, standing timber 
bought, fully insured.

Contact:- Michael Swailes 
07887608082

afamservices@tiscali.co.uk

tree services

Graham Scott, Dip FA 
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Covering Argyll including Islay and Mull

For a NO OBLIGATION FIRST MEETING 
call 07738 121549

gas.gascott@btinternet.com
Financial Services Scotland ltd is an appointed representative of Personal Touch 

Financial Services Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services 
Authority. FSS ltd is registered in Scotland, company number SC 408291.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB
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Unit 6 Tweedmill
Soroba Road
Oban, Argyll

Tel: 01631 565636
Fax: 01631 564724

Email: information@jmgillies.co.uk

RGM
ALL EXTERIOR PAINTING

Roughcasting, slating, tiling, joinery work, 
UPVC cladding, full liability insurance, 

family business.
DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD

Telephone 0800 4488564 or 01259 460265.

Eradicate Midges 
with a 

“MIDGE MAGNET” 
The most effective control of Midges.

We are able to supply and service a full range of
MIDGE MAGNET machines plus a complete range 

of accessories.
call Andrew on 07796501321 or

Email: sales@argyllindustrialsupplies.co.uk
www.argyllindustrialsupplies.co.uk

 BABY EQUIPMENT

 BICYCLES

 BOOKS

CAR ACCESSORIES

CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

CATERING
EQUIPMENT

CD’S, DVD’S AND
VIDEOS

CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

 DOMESTIC PETS

I.McConnells CIM 

 EQUESTRIAN

 FARMING EQUIPMENT

 FURNITURE

 GARDEN

 GARDEN MACHINERY

reasonable offer refused. 

HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

HOME OFFICE

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

LIVESTOCK

 MAIL ORDER

 MARINE

 MARINE UNDER
£250

Green Marine code flags 

Crewsaver 33gs life 

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

Y A M A H A 

OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

PET ACCESSORIES

PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

 TRAILERS

 WANTED

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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ECCLESIASTICAL 
NOTICES

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

MEMORIALS

CHARITY DONATIONS

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

WEDDINGS

WALLACE – WATSON 
Dawn Wallace and Allan Watson of Glasgow were 
married at Crear, by Kilberry on 3rd March 2012.

Photography by George John Stewart of 
Crear Photography.

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 6 May 2012

5th of Easter
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Holy Communion........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist............. 10.15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

Kilbrandon Kirk
Holy Eucharist ............. 15.15
Holy Cross, Portnacroish, 

Appin
Evensong...................... 18.00
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Communion........ 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............. 08.00
Evensong...................... 20.15
Holy Eucharist .......................
..................Wed 9 May 14.30

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 6 May 2012
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

LONDON
QUARTERLY

GAELIC SERVICE
Will be held in Crown 

Court Church of 
Scotland, Russell Street, 
Covent Garden, London 

WC2 on Sunday, May 13, 
at 3.30pm.

Preacher Rev Malcolm 
MacLeod, Shawbost, 

Isle of Lewis.

GRADUATIONS

Angela Kennedy, mother of Michael and Meghan 
Kennedy, graduated with a Diploma of Higher 

Education in Adult Nursing   Proud parents 
Alexander and Patricia MacKenzie (nee MacAllister).  

Angela is due to take up a new position with the 
Mallaig Community Nursing Team.

BIRTHS
MACKENZIE – Chas 
and Isla (née Coleman), 
are delighted to announce 
the birth of their daughter 
Mollie Rose Joan, on 
March 29, 2012. A little 
sister for Cara and Charlie, 
8th grandchild for Tommy 
and Ann MacKenzie, 
third grandchild for Pat 
Gillies and Ed Coleman.
Thanks to Southern General 
Maternity Unit and Oban 
midwives
McKIE - Allan and Gemma 
(nee Brady) are pleased 
to announce the safe 
arrival of their beautiful 
daughter Connie, on April 

for Allan and Mary and 

great-grandchild for Sheila 
McKie and Wilson and 
Grace Scott.

ENGAGEMENTS

MARRIAGES
SMITH - CAMPBELL
- Susan Catherine, third 
daughter of Jim and Susan, 
Lawriestone, Achintore 
Road, Fort William and 
John David, eldest son of 
Kenny and Marion, 15 Nairn 
Crescent, Fort William 
were married on April 28, 
at  St Mary’s Church, Fort 
William, by Monsignor 
MacKinnon. The couple 
held their reception at The 
Moorings Hotel.

DEATHS
COOPER – Peacefully 
in the Royal Northern 

April 29, 2012, Iseobel 
Scott, aged 79 years, 124 

(formerly of Queen 
Elizabeth Cottages, 
Furnace), beloved wife of 
Victor, much loved mother 
of Evelyne and Linda, also 
a loving nanny.  Funeral 
service on Friday, May 4, 
at 1pm in Inveraray Church 
of Scotland; thereafter to 
Kilevin Cemetery, Minard.  
All welcome to attend.  

Donations if desired, to 
Chest, Heart and Stroke 
Scotland may be given at 
the service or forwarded to 
D Chisholm & Sons, Huntly 
Street, Inverness IV3 5HP.
COTMAN - Suddenly 
but peacefully at home on 
April 24, 2012, aged 71 
years, Mabel Lorna Jane 
Cotman, née Gillespie 
(Lorna), dearly beloved 
wife of John, much loved 
sister of Marjorie, Alastair 
and Jan and a loving Aunt 
and Great Aunt. Funeral to 
take place from Kilbrandon 
Parish Church, Isle of Seil 
on Friday May 4, at 1 pm.  
Thereafter to Kilbrandon 
Cemetery.  All family and 
friends are respectfully 
invited to attend.  Family 

collection / donations if 
desired for North Argyll 
Carers Centre, Oban.
GULLY  - Fiona Margaret 
(nee Mackenzie), aged 68, 
passed away peacefully 
on Tuesday at the Golden 
Jubilee Hospital, Glasgow, 
surrounded by her husband 
and two sons. A private 
funeral service will be 
held this week. Memorial 
service, in Oban, to be 
announced.
HILL - At the Lynn of Lorne 
Nursing Home, Benderloch, 
on May 1 2012, in her 85th 
year, Harriet, (Rita), after a 
long illness bravely borne.  
Sadly missed.
LAURIE – Peacefully 
after a short illness on 
April 29, 2012, at the Mid 
Argyll Hospital, Marjorie 
Laurie, aged 86 years, 
of 13 Highbank Park, 
Lochgilphead, beloved wife 
of the late John Thomson 
Laurie, former pharmacist, 
Argyll and Bute Hospital, 
much loved mum of Jeanne 
and the late Petra, and 
adored granny of Ailish and 
Arwen.  A good neighbour 
and dear friend to many.  
Funeral service will be held 
in Lochgilphead Parish 
Church on Saturday, May 
5 at 11.00am, thereafter 
to Achnabreac Cemetery.  

Donations, if desired, to 
MS Centre and Mid Argyll 
Hospital.
LEIPER  - James Murphy 
Leiper of Eredine.  
Peacefully passed away after 
a long illness.  Helped others 
when possible, regardless 
of cost to himself.  One 
good turn deserves another 
was his rule in life.  Sadly 
not many visitors in the 
end, but lived life the way 
it should be – “His way”.  
Many thanks to a very hard 
working and dedicated Dad.
Survived by Mary, Douglas, 
Corrina and Malachi.  Son-
in-law Angus and Daughter-

in-law Michelle.  Dearly 
loved by his grandkids and 
great grandkids. Funeral 
service will take place at 
Cardross Crematorium 
today, Thursday 
May 3, at 12.15pm.
‘Grandad, you were great 
fun and always managed to 
chat to anyone.  I will miss 
you so much and know you 
are watching from above.  
Love Samantha x x’
MACCORMICK - 
Peacefully at Thornton 
Mews, Falkirk on April 23, 
2012 in her 97th year, Morag 
of Newcroft, Fionnphort, 
Isle of Mull, beloved 
wife of the late Dugie 
MacCormick, a much loved 
mother, grandmother and 
great grandmother. Sadly 
missed.
MACLEOD - Peacefully 
at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital on Monday, April 
23, 2012, John beloved 
husband of the late Nena 
and a much loved uncle of 
the family. Funeral service 
at Clydebank Crematorium, 
Mountblow Road, G81 4SL 
on Tuesday, May 8 at 2pm 
to which all are respectfully 
invited.
MACNEILL - Peacefully, 
at the home of her son in Roy 
Bridge, on Friday, April 27, 
2012, Annie MacNeill, of 59 
Riverside Park, Lochyside, 
beloved wife of Hughie 
and mother of Lachie and 
Hugh. Funeral service took 
place at the Duncansburgh-
MacIntosh Church.
WYNDHAM LEWIS
– Peacefully, at Ardfenaig 
Residential Home, 
Ardrishaig on April 29, 
2012, Simon Wyndham 
Lewis, in his 78th year, of 
Lunga.  Private cremation 
service. Memorial service 
details and date will be 
announced at a later date.  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
MATHERS - The family 
of  Flora Mathers, who 
passed away on April 19, 
2012, aged 91 years, would 
like to thank all family and 

and donations. Special 
thanks to Mosspark Nursing 
Home whom we can’t thank 
enough for the kindness, 
patience and care shown to 
us all, to Rev Corbett, Ewen 
and  Staff at McLellan & Co, 
Faye at Caol Community 
Centre and to all who paid 
their respects at church and 
graveside.
McCOLL – Bobby 
would like to sincerely 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the 
many kind expressions 

cards, letters, phone calls 
and home baking received, 
following the sad loss of 
Flora.  The support has 
been very uplifting.  Special 
thanks to Rev Thomas 
Bryson for a comforting 
service, Stan Lupton Funeral 
Directors for guidance 
and professional services, 
Tarbert Hotel for an 
excellent purvey and to all 
who paid their last respects 
at church and graveside.  
The collection of £1400 was 
shared by Tarbert Parish 
Church Restoration Fund 
and Tarbert Senior Citizen’s 
Annual Dinner Fund.

MEMORIAMS
CLARK – In loving 
memory of my dear brother 
Tommy who died on May 
4, 2009.
There is a very special  gift 
in life
That’s very rare or true
It’s the gift of special 
memories
Especially the ones I have 
of you
- Your loving sister Mary
CLARK - In loving 
memory of my dear uncle 
Tom, died at Kilninian, Isle 
of Mull, on May 4, 2009.
Quietly today your memory 
I treasure
Missing you always
Forgetting you never
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Niece Mary and her 
husband Bobby.
COLETTA - Precious 
memories of our dearly 
loved dad, Joseph, who died 
20 years ago on the May 5, 
1992.
We love you and we miss 
you, always
Memories make love 
eternal.
- Marina and Caroline xx
DOWNIE - Treasured 
memories of Alister a much 
loved husband, father and 
grandpa, who died May 2, 
1999.
We do not lose the ones we 
love
They only go before
So smile and remember.
- Margaret and son Niall, 
Kinlochleven.
Also remembered with love 
and affection 
- By Cilla, Calum and 
grandchildren Stuart and 
Ashleigh, Bracknell.
Sleep in peace grandpa.
DOWNIE - Alister, May 2, 
1999.
Loving father and 
grandfather
Loved and remembered 
everyday.
- Marianne, Bob, Kirstie, 
Euan, and Caitlin.
DRUMMOND – Cherished 
memories of my dear wife 
Grace who passed away 
May 2, 2011.
Always in my thoughts 

David, Dunmar Court, 
Oban
Always remembered, all the 
family Taynuilt, Oban and 
Glasgow
GALBRAITH - 
Remembering with love 
today as every day, James, 
a dear son, husband, dad 
and brother who died so 
suddenly on May 6, 2011
Always in our thoughts.
- Dad, Sue, Heidi, Calum, 
Christine, Valerie and 
Colin.
GALBRAITH – James 
(Jim) 6 May 2011.
One year has passed since 
that sad day
You closed your eyes and 
slipped away
You never said I’m leaving, 
you never said goodbye
You were gone before 
we knew it and God only 
knows why
All the gifts in life however 
big or small,
To have you as a husband 
and dad
Was the greatest gift of all
All our love always.
- Sue, Heidi and Calum.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear brother-
in-law and uncle Donald 
Neil MacDonald, who died 
May 9, 2009.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Ellen and family.
MACKECHNIE –  In 
loving memory of our 
dear parents, John who 
died April 29, 1972 and 
Catherine MacCallum died 
March 6, 1953.
- Sadly missed by all their 
family.
MACKINNON – In loving 
memory of my granny 
Dolina Marnoch, died May 
4, 2006.
I miss you most
And loved you best
Sleep on dear one
And take your rest
Best love always.
- From the Boy xxx
MACLEAN - Ellen 
‘Marie’, Inverlochy.
We little knew that morning
That God was going to call 
your name
In life we loved you dearly
In death we do the same
It broke our hearts to lose 
you
You did not go alone
For part of us went with 
you
The day God called you 
home.
Together always.
- Duncan and Family xx
MACPHEE – Margaret.  
Precious memories of a 
loving aunt (Manda), who 
died on  April 28, 2006.
Sorely missed and always 
in our thoughts.
- Catriona, Margaret, 
Christina and Lorraine.
McAFFER - In loving 
memory of a dear mother 
and granny Annie, who 
passed away May 15, 1990, 
also our dear uncle and great 
uncle John, who passed 
away May 4, 2009.
Always in our thoughts.
- Dugie, Teen and Angela.
REID – To our Dad, father-
in-law and papa, Willie, 
who died May 7, 2011.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
Sadly missed.
- Willie, Tracey and family.
SINCLAIR - Achaleven 
Farm. Treasured memories 
of our dear grandparents, 
Donalda, who died March 
21,1985 and Duncan who 
died May 6, 2003.
No words, no verse
Could ever say
How much we miss you 
every day
Precious are our memories 
of a Shen and Grampa
We will never forget .
- Granddaughter Marie, 
great-grandson Duncan and 
Dugald.xxx
SINCLAIR - In loving 
memory of our dear
Grampa Duncan, who died 
on May 6, 2003.
Gentle Jesus up above
Please give grampa all our 
love
Love always.
- Granddaughter Josephine, 
Kevin and great-grandson 
Gabriel xxx.
STOTT - Treasured 
memories of a dear mum 
and granny, Christina, who 
died May 6, 1987.
Gone from our lives
But not from our hearts.
- Daughter, Rosemary, son-
in-law, Ewen and grandsons, 
Ewen and Ross, Tigh-na-
Coille, Spean Bridge.
TAYLOR - Remembering 
always with love my darling 
husband William, who 
passed away May 5, 1992.
The years are swiftly 
passing 
As the seasons come and 
go
But loving memories hold 
you close
In the heart that loved you 
so.
- Love always Violet.
TAYLOR - Cherished 
memories of a loving dad 
and grandpa, William who 
passed away on May 5, 
1992.
A beautiful memory
Dearer than gold
Of a dad whose worth can 
never be told
There’s a place in our 
hearts

We miss you dad and always 
will.
- Shaun, Eilidh, Ryan and 
Zoe, Steven, Christina, 
Lauren and Danielle, Tony, 
Janice and William.

CLUCKIE
– MACDOUGALL

Both families are 
delighted to announce 

the engagement of Stuart, 
son of Gordon and Irene 

and Donna, youngest 
daughter of Donnie and 

Andreana.  We wish them 
both every happiness.

IT WAS standing room only at Cardross Cre-
matorium when Duncan MacKay’s many many 
friends from across Argyll, the Highland and 
Islands and Inveraray came to pay their respects 
and remember with fondness this remarkable 
man.

Duncan could never be described as conven-
tional or boring. He did everything his way or 
not at all.

-
ray and he was schooled at Inveraray under the 
watchful eye of the headmaster the ‘wee man’ 
Donald MacKechnie.

Under the tutelage of Bushy Black , Duncan 
found his great love of shinty and he developed 

has ever produced. He sometimes played in the 
forward line but will be best remembered as full 
back. His motto ‘Though shalt not pass’ and 
with his strong strides , total determination and 
commitment in the tackle ensured that rarely 
happened. Donald MacPhail of Strachur recalls 
invariably after a tackle you ended up on your 
backside, the ball long gone, and Duncan giving 
you a wry smile indicating there was more of 
that to come. His great jousts against old rivals 
Dougie MacIntyre, Tommy Nic and Neil Blair, 
Lachie Birrell and the Camanachd Cup Finals 
games against Kilmallie and Newtownmore 
were a spectacle to behold. He developed many 
life long friends in the sport particularly the 
Kyles and Newtownmore boys and in particular 
John MacKenzie.

He provided great fun and entertainment on 
and off the park at the Newtownmore Veteran 6 

aside competition.
The MP Sir Russell Johnston 

rarely had the stamina to survive 
the Sunday morning brunch 
with Duncan and his accordion.
Needless to stay the stop enroute 
home at the burger van on Loch 
Laggan often turned into a mini-
ceilidh.

An accomplished accordionist 
and he played at every pos-
sible chance to spread his love 
of Scottish Dance music and in 
his young days played with his 

player and head keeper on the 
estate, and were regular features 
of Guild, WRI and fund raising 
concerts in the town and play-
ing hymns at the Rev Kellas’s 
open air Sunday services at the 
caravan park.

The Mackay’s have a great 
talent at mimicking especially 
of Dolly and Donald Baan and 
were so accurate you would 
swear they were standing next 
to you.

The old green farm A55 van 
ESB791 would take Duncan’s 
Bluebell Dance Band to village 
halls throughout the county.

style launched many happy 
nights. His overseas trips to 
Tiree were legend and he felt it 
was his duty to set up the band 
on board the ferry in the bar to 
shorten the journey, make them 
unaware of a choppy sea and 
deliver many happy refreshed 
passengers to Scarinish jetty.

He was proud of his family’s 
roots on Raasay and on his 
mother’s side wee Jeanie Mac-
Intyre with a two hundred year 

The 12th Duke Iain sum-
monsed Duncan to the estate 

-
mercial reasons the tenancy 
would end at term. His response 
was to grab His Grace by the 
jacket and utter ‘you were lucky 
I wasn’t at Glencoe’ -  needless 
to say his next job and until 
retirement was with the Estate 
and both had a healthy respect 
for one and other.

In the house, when Duncan put 
on his horn rimmed glasses and 
took out his diary or box of news 
cuttings you knew you were 
in for an evening of humorous 
nostalgia about Inveraray, East 
Fife FC, rugby or shinty with his 
own individual slant on events.

His stern command ‘Nancy get 
the box’ was a prelude to music 
and fun.

friends Calum MacPhail and 
Ross MacPherson bid Duncan 
farewell at the end of the service 
at Cardross.

Will we ever see his likes 
again, never. Will he be missed, 

To Nancy, Alistair and family, 
brothers Malcolm and John and 
the family our deepest respects.

A true character.
DC

5.2 x 3.9 
f17duncan1no

Obituary
Duncan McKay, Inveraray

AN OBAN man is hoping to raise 
£30,000 for Falklands war veterans 

an emotional trip to the island in a 
fortnight’s time.

‘Yomp’
David MacPherson is currently 

breaking in the shoes he’ll wear 
when he attempts to traverse 120km 
across the remote island’s harsh 
terrain in just seven days, starting 
May 12, in aid of the Royal Marines 
Charitable Trust Fund and the South 
Atlantic Medal Association.

The ‘Yomp’ from Port San Carlos 
to Stanley will mark the 30th an-
niversary of the date David’s older 
brother, Gordon, died while on duty 
with the Royal Marines during the 

Falklands’ War, aged just 20.

visit the suite and he hopes to raise a 
glass of Oban whisky at Two Sisters 
to toast his memory.

But having nearly reached his 
original £20,000 target in just a few 
weeks, the painter and decorator is 
now hoping to reach £30,000.

Other plans have changed too.
David was originally to do the walk 
with Simon and Gareth Spencer, 
whose father, Corporal Frank 
Spencer, also died while on duty.
They have had to pull out for family 
reasons, meaning David will now 
be walking with Mike Cole, Zuli 
Company Commander in 1982, and 
Colour Sergeant Trev Law, a Royal 

Marine Mountain Leader serving in 
the Falklands Islands.

David said: ‘Mike felt it was 
important we reach for the £30,000 

-
sary of the war and we’re hopeful of 
reaching that target.

‘The Yomp has gone global. We’ve 
had donations from North America 
and Australia now as well, with lost 
of ex-Oban people getting in touch.

‘We’re just delighted and very 
grateful for the support.’

Meanwhile, Mike has been asked 
by the Commando 999 charity, also 
in aid of former marines, to take 
with him a 5lb bronze statue to pho-
tograph at various points across the 
island.  This will then be auctioned 

to raise funds for the charity.
The weight of all this is starting 

to weigh on David’s shoulders, but 
he’s taking it in his stride.

He said: ‘Training is going well. It 
is just a case of putting one foot in 
front of the other – but I’ve not done 
anything like the distances I’lll be 
doing in the Falklands, where the 
worst day will be 23 miles.

‘I am starting to get a bit nervous 
because the biggest fear is not being 
able to complete it. This kind of 
thing is totally new to me.

‘I am looking forward to it 
though.’

To sponsor David on his Falklands’ 
mission, visit uk.virginmoneygiving.
com/team/yomp2012.

Children from Rockfield Primary School raised an additional £165.78 for David at their end of term service. David, centre, is pictured receiving the 
cheque from girl captain, Shannon McKay, and boy captain, Jonathan Head. 15_t17davidmaccheque1

Oban man raises funds for 
Falklands war veterans

Primary seven pupils from Dunbeg and 
Lochnell schools took time out during 

their annual outdoor trip to Lochgoilhead 
to catch up on their Oban Times. The 

schools thanked all the local busi-
nesses and organisations that generously 

contributed to their fundraising for the 
trip. 

Pupils keen on ‘paper 
time’ at Lochgoilhead

A VISITOR to Oban was ar-
rested after allegedly brandish-
ing a screwdriver and smashing 
a door in a hotel on Oban’s 
Esplanade. The 24-year-old man 
was reported for brandishing 
a screwdriver and challenging 

He also smashed glass doors 
and damaged a car outside the 
hotel during the incident at 
8.45pm last Wednesday.

Visitor arrested



(Throw-ups 2.30 unless stated)

Results
Saturday 28 April 2012

Fixtures
Saturday 5 May 2012

The Orion Group Premiership
  P       W       D       L       F        A     Pts
Newtonmore 7        5        1        1      29      12      11
Kinlochshiel 8        4        2        2      24      18      10
Lovat  7        4        2        1      17      12      10 
Kyles Athletic 7        4        1        2      20      15        9
Kingussie  7        4        0        3      15      15        8
Fort William 6        2        2        2      11      10        6   
Glenurquhart 6        3        0        3      10      13        6 
Inveraray  6        2        0        4        5      15        4 
Bute  7        0        3        4        5      14        3 
Kilmallie  7        0        1        6        9      21        1 

Marine Harvest North Division 1  
                                  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts 
Lochaber  5        4        1        0      23        5        9 
Beauly  6        3        1        2      14       14       7 
Skye  4        3        0        1      11       11       6 
Inverness  5        1        2        2        9      10        4
Lochcarron 6        1        2        3        9      17        4 
Caberfeidh 4        1        1        2        9      11        3 
Strathglass 6        1        1        4      11       18       3 

Marine Harvest South Division 1
  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts      
Glasgow MA 7        5        0         2     17        9        10 
Oban Camanchd 4        4        0        0      17        2        8
Glenorchy  4        3        0        1        8        4        6 
Kilmory  6        2        2        2      16       13       6
Taynuilt  6        1        2        3        6      15        4 
Aberdour  6        2        0        4        7      16        4  
Strachur  6        1        1        4        6      11        3 
Oban Celtic 5        1        1        3        6      13        3 

Marine Harvest North Division 2
  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts
Newtonmore 7        7        0        0      37        5      14 
Glengarry  6        4        0        2      13        8        8 
Skye  5        3        1        1      13        6        7
Glenurquhart 6        3        0        3      12      12        6  
Kinlochshiel 7        2        2        3      13      22        6 
Aberdeen Uni 7        2        2        3      10      16        6 
Lochaber  8        2        2        4      19      31        6 
Lovat  7        2        1        4      12      23        5
Kingussie  6        1        2        3      11      13        4 
Fort William 5        1        0        4        5        9        2 

Marine Harvest South Division 2
  P       W       D       L       F       A      Pts
Lochside Rovers 8        8        0        0      44       11     16 
Tayforth  7        5        0        2      22         9     10 
Col Glen  7        4        1        2      18       12       9 
Kyles Athletic 6        4        0        2      21       12       8
Ballachulish 6        4        0        2      12       10       8
Inveraray  8        2        3        3      16       24       7
Bute  6        3        0        3      19       12       6 
Ardnamurchan 7        1        1        5      13       18       3 
Glasgow MA 8        1        0        7        6       43       2 
Aberdour  7        0        1        6        6       26       1 
Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts
Beauly  6        6        0        0      35         3      12
Boleskine  6        5        1        0      28         8      11 
Lochbroom 8        5        1        2      19       11       11 
Kilmallie  7        4        1        2      23       17        9 
Lochcarron 7        3        1        3      19       15        7 
Caberfeidh 6        3        0        3      13       15        6 
Lewis Camanachd 7        1        2        4      11       21        4 
Strathglass 6        1        1        4        6       26        3 
Inverness  8        1        1        6        5       27        3 
Strathspey 7        0        2        5      14       30        2 

League Tables 

SHINTY

Orion Group Premiership
Newtonmore v Fort William
Evan MacRae
Glenurquhart v Kingussie
Graham Irving
Kilmallie v Kinlochshiel
Ted MacDonald
Kyles v Lovat
Colin MacDonald
Inveraray v Bute
Billy Wotherspoon 3pm
Marine Harvest North
Division 2
Fort William v Newtonmore
Rovbert Baxter
Kingussie v Glenurquhart
Duncan Kelly
Kinlochshiel v Skye
John Matheson
Lovat v Aberdeen Uni
Ronnie Campbell
Marine Harvest North
Division 3
Beauly v Kilmallie
Donald MacRae
Boleskine v Lewis Camanachd
Callum Duff
Lochbroom v Strathspey
Daniel MacRae
Inverness v Strathglass
Kevin Cheeseman  
Marine Harvest South
Division 2
Inveraray v Ballachulish
Gus Campbell 12 noon
Ardnamurchan v Aberdour
John Sloggie
Bute v Kyles Athletic
Euan Pearson
Col Glen v Lochside Rovers
Lachie Wood
GMA v Tayforth
Douglas Ferguson 3pm

Scottish Hydro
Camanachd Cup
GMA v Oban Camanachd
David Mitchell 12 noon
Oban Celtic v Beauly
Graham Cameron
Skye v Caberfeidh
Innes Wood
Strathglass v Aberdour
Robert Morrison
Lochaber v Lochcarron
Deek Cameron
Kilmory v Taynuilt
Duncan Kerr
Strathdearn Cup
Glengarry v Caberfeidh
John Angus Gillies 
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Orion Group Premiership
Kinlochshiel 4 Bute 2
Kyles Athletic 2 Kilmallie 0
Fort William 2 Lovat 4
Inveraray 0 Kingussie 3 
Marine Harvest North
Division 1
Caberfeidh 2 Lochaber 5
Marine Harvest North
Division 2
Lochaber 3 Aberdeen Uni 3
Newtonmore 7 Kinlochshiel 0
Marine Harvest North
Division 3
Inverness 0 Lochbroom 1
Marine Harvest South
Division 1
Aberdour 1 Taynuilt 2
Glasgow MA 3 Strachur 1
Kilmory 6 Oban Celtic 2 
Marine Harvest South
Division 2
Glasgow MA 1 Lochside  3 
Inveraray 5 Ardnamurchan 0

The Co-operative
MacTavish Cup
Beauly 1 Glenurquhart 6
Balliemore Cup
Oban Camanachd 6 Strathglass 1
Skye 2 Lochcarron 0
Sutherland Cup
Kingussie 4 Skye 0 
Newtonmore w/o Taynuilt 
Glengarry 0 Fort William 2
Kilmallie 4 Ballachulish 4
Lovat 4 Strathglass 0
Boleskine 2 Caberfeidh 3
Glenurquhart 5 Kyles Athletic 1
Beauly w/o Aberdour 

All-Argyll
clash of ash 
at Winterton
AN all-Argyll clash at the Win-
terton this weekend will go some 
way to deciding whether Invera-
ray or Bute can pull themselves 
away from the drop zone in the 
Orion Group Premiership.

Both had disappointing results 
last weekend, but with very dif-
ferent performances.

BUTE manager Barry Martin 
said his depleted side’s 4-2 de-
feat at Kinlochshiel did not tell 
the full story.

Two Robert Walker goals gave 
the away side hope after ’Shiel 
opened a three-goal lead but a 
90-minute goal sealed the home 
win.

Barry said: ‘The scoreline 
doesn’t tell the full story, be-
cause we had them on the ropes 
in the last 10 minutes. They 
scored on the break at the end as 
we pushed on.’

Hector Whitelaw was deployed 
up front and his presence helped 
Walker as Bute get closer to 

the South Division One champi-
onship last year.

This coming week against 
Inveraray, they have even more 
players available and Barry is 
relishing the trip to Lochfyne-
side.

‘It is always a tight game 
against Inveraray,’ said Barry. 
‘But we are hoping to take 
something from it.

‘We are not unduly worried 
about our current league position 
because we only have two away 
games to play after this week-
end, so it will be summer shinty 
on Bute. We like to think of The 
Meadows as our fortress and we 
will pick up points there.’

-
son, we were poor,’ admitted 
INVERARAY manager John 
Smylie after his team succumbed 
3-0 to Kingussie on home turf.

A pre-match plan to stop the 
supply to Ronald Ross was not 
executed by ’Aray’s usually 
reliable defence and the veteran 

trick on his return to the team.
John said: ‘Our hitting and 

tackling was poor and the boys 
didn’t seem to be up for it. We 
improved in the second half but 
by that stage the damage was 
done.’

However, John was in a more 
bullish mood ahead of this 
weekend’s clash with Bute and 
John has set his team a target for 
maximum points from the next 
two games.

‘We know what we are up 
against with Bute,’ he added. ‘It 
will not be an easy game – they 
beat us 1-0 in the Macaulay Cup 
last season – but I have a full 
strength squad available, with 
Scott Robertson and Russell 
McKinlay to come back.’

KYLES ATHLETIC remain 
two points off top spot of the 
Orion Group Premiership, 
despite an indifferent start to the 
season.

The young Tighnabruaich 
side has struggled to meet the 
high standards set last season 
but a hard-fought 2-0 win over 
Kilmallie on Saturday kept their 
title challenge alive.

This Saturday they host Lovat 
and welcome back defenders 
Donald Irvine and Andrew 
King to the squad. Kyles trainer 
James Perlich explained players 
and coaching staff shared frank 
words before last Saturday’s 
game about the team’s indiffer-
ent form.

‘After last season we lost about 

young boys that have come in 
have been expected to maintain 
that standard,’ James said. 

‘The players made it clear they 
were trying their best but that 
we had set an unrealistically 
high standard at the start of the 
season and with injuries there 
has not been the team continuity 
we had last year.

‘Saying that, we managed to 
get a good result at Newtonmore, 
so we are a capable side.’ 

League leaders NEWTON-
MORE return to action with a 
home tie against a young Fort 
William team after having a 
weekend to rest.

Fort William’s youngsters 
have it all to do against Norman 
MacArthur’s reigning league 
champions.

It will be the second meeting 
of the sides this season, with 
The ’More coming out on top of 
a hard fought MacTavish Cup tie 
two weeks ago. The game went 
to extra time with Newtonmore’s 
grabbing a late win despite be-
ing a man down for much of the 
game.

The ’More did not have a game 
last weekend and saw their lead 
at the top of the Orion Group 
Premiership cut to just a point 
by surprise packages Lovat and 
Kinlochshiel, who both picked 
up wins.

It will be one of the toughest 
tests of the season when FORT 
WILLIAM travel north to face 
the Orion Premiership paceset-
ters this Saturday.

The Lochaber side will be 
looking to bounce back from 
last weekend’s 4-2 home defeat 
to Lovat.

Bryan Simpson and Gary Innes 
gave Fort a 2-0 lead with 22 
minutes on the clock, but Lovat 
fought back with three goals in 
the second half to take the win.

Fort coach Peter MacIntrye 
said Gordy MacKinnon should 
be available to play this weekend 
against Newtonmore after miss-
ing the game with Lovat.

MacIntyre told The Oban 
Times the closely-fought 
MacTavish Cup encounter be-
tween the sides recently gives his 

Newtonmore this weekend.
He said: ‘We just have to look at 

our result against them recently 
when we took them to extra time 
and nearly penalties.

‘We have to stop leaking such 
sloppy goals – if we are sloppy 
at the back, Newtonmore will 
punish us.’

Oban Camanachd’s Aiden MacIntyre comes under the close 
attentions of Strathglass defender Donald Fraser at Mossfield last 

Saturday Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Struggling KILMALLIE will 

this Saturday as they search 

season.
Manager Johnnie Morrison 

told The Oban Times Shiel 
would provide another tough 
challenge for his side.

He said: ‘They’re sitting third 
in the league, they’ve obviously 
adapted well and have built on 

Kyles Athletic secured another two league points thanks to a 2-0 
win against Kilmallie at Glendaruel Picture - John MacTavish

our work cut out. But our luck 
has got to change at some point. 
We’ve been in every game so 
far apart from the one up at 
Newtonmore and we’ve lost 
by the odd goal. Other teams 
have taken their chance and we 
haven’t.’

Morrison said he expects to 
be able to call upon Peter Car-
michael, Peter MacIntrye, Mark 
MacPherson and Brian Stewart 
for the game.

A threadbare Kilmallie squad 
lost 2-0 to Kyles at Glendaruel 
last weekend.

Morrison said: ‘We were nine 
players short, and I don’t think 
it would be fair to say we were 
in with a chance of winning, 
but with the team we put out we 
did okay. We had a makeshift 
forward line and we were still 
able to create a few chances.

‘Hopefully this weekend we 
should have a few of those boys 
back.’

KINLOCHSHIEL know a 
win at Canal Parks on Saturday 
could take them top of the 
league.

Manager Johnston Gill said 
he feels despite sitting bottom 
of the table the Caol side are a 
‘sleeping giant’ who will cause 
problems for other teams in the 
league this season.

He said: ‘I feel Kilmallie are in 
a false position. I know a lot of 
their players and how good they 
can be.

‘They have a lot of good play-
ers – boys like John Stewart, 
you can’t take those guys lightly. 
They will have a big say in who 
goes up and who goes down.’

Gill added forward Finlay 

the side following a hamstring 
injury.

’Shiel had a 2-0 lead at half 
time against Bute last weekend 
through goals from Duncan Ach 
MacRae and Neil Fraser. Bute 
pulled two goals back but Fraser 
and MacRae both netted again to 
give their side a 4-2 win.

Gill said he was pleased with 
the performance. ‘We certainly 
deserved the win, especially in 

the ascendancy. We could have 
been a bit further ahead in the 

‘We’ve had a few injuries but 
we are very pleased with the 
young players who have come 
into the side. Things are looking 
good for us.’

LOVAT will be looking for 
another major scalp when they 
travel south to play Kyles Ath-
letic this Saturday.

The Kiltarlity side came back 
from two goals down to record 

an unlikely 4-2 win against 
Fort William at Black Parks 
last weekend, a result which 
moved them to within a point 
of Orion Premiership leaders 
Newtonmore and kept them a 
point ahead of this weekend’s 
opponents.

Two goals from Greg Matheson 
were added to by strikes from 
Martin Bell and Fraser Gallacher 
to give Lovat the victory.

MacRae said his side were not 
getting carried away with their 
early season success.

He said: ‘Kyles will be a hard 
game. We’ll not be underesti-
mating them, that’s for sure. 
They had a really good season 
last year and we’ve struggled 
with playing them in the last few 
seasons. We’re just taking things 
one game at a time just now.

‘Every game is a hard game in 
this league now. A lot of teams 
will take points off each other.’

All eyes firmly on the ball - Kingussie’s Ronald Ross executes the perfect full volley at the Winterton last Saturday as Inveraray 
defender Alan MacDonald aims to get the block on the move Picture - John MacTavish

GLENURQUHART will be 
keen to continue their recent 
good form when they take on 
Kingussie at Blairbeg Park this 
Saturday.

Co-manager Fraser Mackenzie 
told The Oban Times playing 
Kingussie always provided a 
‘very tough prospect’.

He said: ‘We’ve got a bit of mo-

into this game, but it’s always a 
tough ask against Kingussie, es-
pecially with Ronald Ross back. 
We’ll have to prepare ourselves 
well during the week.’

MacKenzie said he should have 
a full squad to choose from with 
the exception of Liam Girvan, 
who may miss out after picking 
up an injury last week against 
Beauly.

Glen booked a date with New-

MacTavish Cup after knocking 
Beauly out with a 6-1 win.

MacKenzie said: ‘We were 
very pleased, and it was good 
to be able to continue our good 
form from the Fort William 
game. When we played Inver-
ness a few weeks ago the second 
half performance was dismal so 
we didn’t want a repeat of that.

‘It was good to get six goals but 
it really should have been more. 
We missed another penalty, 
which means we’ve missed four 
in a row so we’ll have to do a bit 
of work on that.’

KINGUSSIE moved to within 
three points of leaders Newton-
more with a comfortable 3-0 win 
away to Inveraray last weekend 
while Glen were busy beating 
Beauly 6-1 in the MacTavish 
Cup.

Ronald Ross returned to the 
Kingussie side and showed he 
hasn’t lost his goal scoring touch 

side the win. 
The match was moved from 

Kingussie to the Winterton in 
Inveraray as Kingussie’s second 

team were playing a Sutherland 
Cup tie against Skye at The 
Dell.

LOCHABER’S attention 
moves to the Camanachd Cup 
this Saturday when they take 
on Lochcarron for a place in the 
next round.

It will be the third meeting of 
the season already between the 
two sides, with a 1-1 draw on 
the opening day of the season 
followed up by a 5-1 win for 
Lochaber in March.

The Spean Bridge side con-

season with a 5-2 win away to 
Caberfeidh in the only North 
Division One match played last 
weekend.

First half goals from Zands 
Ferguson and Scott Paterson 
gave Lochaber a 2-0 lead, but 
Cabers hit back with two goals 
to level the tie.

But Ben Delaney stepped up 
to score a 25-minute hat trick, 

the penalty spot, to give his side 
another big win. Lochaber have 
now scored 22 goals in their last 
four league games and have a 
two point lead over Beauly.

Meanwhile LOCHCARRON 
manager Andrew Mackenzie 

took charge of his side’s 2-0 loss 
to Skye in the Balliemore Cup 
last weekend calling some of 
their decisions ‘farcical’.

Lochcarron’s Ross Matheson 
was sent off early in the second 
half, although the visitors to 
Portree managed to keep the 
game scoreless until the 82nd 
minute. And Danny Morrison’s 
goal for Skye should have been 
disallowed for offside, according 
to Mackenzie. 

He said: ‘We had a man sent 
off at the start of the second 
half, and it was really just bad 
refereeing. Ross was booked 
once for swearing and then he 
ended up putting his stick in 
for a challenge, more to defend 
himself than anything, and he’s 
been sent off.

‘And for their goal the man was 
two metres offside but the Skye 
goal judge said he didn’t see it. 
We were more than matching 
them and we had more chances 
than them.’

Lochcarron face form side 
Lochaber in the Camanachd 
Cup this weekend.

MacKenzie said: ‘Its just about 
getting the young boys into the 
side for the rest of the season, the 
results aren’t so important.

‘Two young boys who played 
last weekend – Nick Dalgety, 
who is 14, and Kieran Stark, who 
is 16 – were the two best players 
on the park.’

SKYE Camanachd play host 
to North Division One rivals 
Caberfeidh in the Camanachd 
Cup this Saturday.

The Portree side staged a 
dramatic comeback from three 
goals down with 25 minutes to 

play to win 4-3 when the two 
sides met in Strathpeffer on the 
opening day of the season.

Coach Willie MacRae will be 
hoping his side can continue 
their good start to the season 
which sees them sitting in third 
place in the league with games 
in hand on the teams around 
them.

It took two late goals for Skye 
to overcome a stubborn Lochcar-
ron in the Balliemore Cup last 
weekend. Lochcarron had a man 
sent off just minutes into the 
second half, but Skye couldn’t 
make the breakthrough until the 
82nd minute when a strike from 
Danny Morrison found the back 
of the net.

Ally MacDonald added a 

to put the islanders through to 
the next round.

OBAN CAMANACHD co-
manager Andrew Pearson hailed 

in the 6-1 demolition of Strathg-
lass last weekend as ‘the best for 
a long time’.

Camanachd’s front four of 
Aidan MacIntyre, Matt Rippon, 
Ian ‘Scally’ MacMillan and Scott 
MacMillan were on devastating 
form as they ripped the visitors 
apart, chalking up a 5-0 lead at 
half time in the Balliemore Cup 
tie.

Goals in the second half from 
Andrew ‘Papa’ MacCuish and 
own goal from Camanachd cap-
tain Daniel Cameron completed 
the 6-1 scoreline.

Andrew Pearson said: ‘That 
performance has hopefully 
given the boys a boost. I was 
really pleased with how well 

on Saturday.
‘We had noticed in previous 

games that our forwards had 
been coming too deep to collect 
the ball and the service they 
were getting was too central.

‘We told them to stay as far up 
the pitch as possible and to use 
the wide spaces. It seemed to 
work well.

‘I know the boys can play like 
that every week’ 

Camanachd resume Scottish 
Hydro Camanachd Cup duty this 
weekend and travel to Glasgow 
Mid Argyll, who they have 
already beaten in the league.

Andrew said: ‘We said at the 
start of the season that we wan-
ted a good run in the Camanachd 
Cup because, if we progress, we 
will come up against premier 
league sides.

‘Going by our performance 
last Saturday we can really 
look forward to these types of 
games.’

OBAN CELTIC’S David 
Hamilton said Beauly were clear 

favourites ahead of their Scot-
tish Hydro Camanachd Cup tie 
on Saturday.

After a promising start, 
Celtic’s form has hit the buffers, 
while the visitors sit second in 
the competitive Marine Harvest 
North Division One.

David said: ‘We’ll take heart 
from having a home tie and that 

on all cylinders either but they 
should win this game and are 
clear favourites.

‘However, we will give it our 
best and if we can win it will be 
a great result.’

Last weekend Celtic suffered 
a costly defeat at Kilmory, in 
which goalkeeper Jack Hill was 
dismissed along with the home 
team’s Hal Jones following a 
melee in the clsing minutes of 
Celtic’s 6-2 defeat.

Gary McKerracher got Celtic 
off to the best possible start with 
a strike after two minutes but as 
Kilmory got a grip of the match, 
they opened up a 4-1 lead before 
Kieran Gallagher pulled a goal 
back just before half time.

However, as the visitors chased 
the game, Kilmory scored two 
more goals to seal a seemingly 
convincing win.

David said: ‘Because of 

of younger boys in defence and, 
although they did everything 
that was asked of them, we 
could have done with a bit more 
experience at the back.

‘Over the 90 minutes we must 
have had around 70 per cent of 
the play, so the scoreline does 

LOCHSIDE Rovers will look 
to maintain their 100 per cent 
record in South Division Two as 
they travel to play Col Glen on 
Saturday.

Lochside continued their 
domination of the division with 
a 3-1 away win at Glasgow Mid 
Argyll, courtesy of goals from 
Brian MacCallum, David Mac-
Innes and Craig MacDougall.

Not even at the halfway stage 
in the season, the Oban side has 
won all eight games, scoring 44 
goals and conceding 11.

GLENORCHY will have 
missed at least two weeks of 
shinty when they next swing 
their camans in anger, with no 
game on Saturday, as well as not 
having played last weekend.

However, manager Allan 
MacKechnie is taking a positive 
outlook on the enforced break 
and insists his players will be 
‘buzzing’ on their return.

Allan concluded: ‘This season 
was always about rebuilding 

-
ple of games gave us victories 
we didn’t have last year.’
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MacGillivary wins 
at Fort William 
Golf Club  

REPORT BY 
RICHARD HADDOCK

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

GOLF

MOUNTAIN BIKING

10-PIN BOWLING

SAILING

McCombie takes 
10-stroke win at 
Dragon’s Tooth

FOOTBALL

BOXING

Makeshift
line-up go 
down to 
Deveronvale
‘To have only 14 players available for 
a home game is very disappointing’ 
- Manager Danny Conlon

FORT William Golf Club’s 
Captain’s Prize competition on 
Saturday saw David MacGil-
livray take a three shot win.

MacGillivray’s net round of 74 
was enough to see off the chal-
lenge of Alex McSorely, who sot 
a 77. James Duncan also went 

DRAGON’S Tooth Golf Club’s 
April medal competition saw 
Scott McCombie pick up a com-
fortable 10-stroke victory.

McCombie’s net round of 58 
was more than enough to give 
him victory ahead of Graham 
Lobb. The ladies stableford 
competition at the Ballachulish 
club was won by Sue Watson by 

Results 
April medal: 
1, Scott McCombie 83-25=58; 
2, Graham Lobb 82-14=68; 
3, John Buchan 79-10=69. 
Ladies – 
1, Sue Watson 17 pts; 
2, Marylin MacDonald 12 pts; 
3, Kate Ward 8 pts

IT WAS a blustery start to the 
racing season at the Glencoe 
Boat Club on Wednesday 
evening when four boats took to 
the water to kick of the 21-race 
keelboat point series.

Stuart Robertson on ‘Aperitif’ 

and held his lead for most of the 
race.

Despite a knock down with 
winds gusting over 30 knots, 

take line honours with David 
Cooper’s Trapper 28 ‘Redwing’ 
close behind. 

On adjusted time, the Trapper 
won, with Bob and Jean Aitken’s 
‘Didima 4’ coming second and 
‘Aperitif’ third.

Details of Club activities in-
cluding the Regatta in June can 
be found on the web site www.
glencoeboatclub.org.

Glencoe Boat Club 
off to racing start

Early lead in 10-pin 
bowling league

AFTER two weeks of play in the 
Lochaber ten-pin bowling single 
leagues at the Nevis Centre Tony 
Whitelocke leads Pam Wellar by 
two points in the scratch divi-
sion.

Tim Attack sits two points 
further back in third place on 21 
points.

Rossamy Wareing, Sandy 
McIntosh and Tim Attack are 
locked on 20 points at the top of 
the handicap competition.

The top scratch game was 
a 189 from Tim Attack. Tim 
also had the highest two game 
scratch series with 324, and also 
rolled the top handicap two game 
series of 436.

Total scratch pinfall so far is 
led by Tony Whitelocke with 
626 followed by Pam Weller 
with 611 and Tim Attack in third 
with 569.

Lochaber host
annual 7s 
tournament

RUGBY
LOCHABER Rugby Club host 
their annual Seven-a-Side Tour-
nament this Saturday at Banavie, 
with eight teams competing for 
the Quaich.

The teams competing this 
year are Lochaber 1st XV, 
Lochaber Golden Oldies, Mull, 
Oban, Highland, Northern Con-
stabulary and The Fire Brigade 
and Aberdeen-shire. Last year’s 
winners The Black Watch are 
unable to attend as they are 
on annual leave after recently 
returning from Iraq.

Club captain Kenny Turnbull 
is looking forward to a good day 

the pitch drainage problems, but 
he hopes that all being well this 
will not be an issue on Saturday 
and the rain will stay away.

Hot and cold refreshments are 
available all day with live music 
and entertainment later in the 
evening. Everyone is welcome 
to come along and play kicks off 
at 12noon.

Fort William 
reserves win over 
Ross County

CRiCKET
WITH Fort William Circket 
Club’s senior game called off 
due to rain in Huntly, the reserve 
side took centre stage and took a 
58-run victory over Ross County 
at the BA Club.

a shaky start at 11-2 after seven 
overs, but Davy Duncan and 
Ronnie Maclean teamed up and 
they had added a reserve team 
record of 85 for the third wicket.

before a clatter of wickets saw 

Brown’s home debut was marked 

well supported by Scott Calam, 
he saw Fort to the close on 166-9. 
New captain Col Lavin opened 
the bowling and clean bowled 
Ross Rae, but James Blake 

began to look dangerous. They 
were both soon bowled and Fort 
seemingly in control at 60-5. Roy 
Fraser scored 24 for County but 
his side were bowled out for 108. 
Peter Shepherd took two wickets 
in two balls and Tom Findlay 

club. 
Lavin said: ‘This was a great 

team effort and a good start to 
the season. The bowling and 

difference was the wonderful 
stand between Ronnie Maclean 
and Davy Duncan.’

NOVICE Lochaber middleweight 
boxer Scott Lawrie lit up a boxing 
show in Kilmarnock by knocking 
out his opponent within 30 seconds 
on Friday night.

Lochaber Phoenix Boxing Cub 

year-old 
James Aitchison to Ayrshire for 

Northwest ABC’s show.
Lawrie rocked Scott Dickson 

in the opening exchange, with 
the 22-year-old showing good 

the referee with no alternative but 
to stop the contest. Dickson 
showed tremendous bravery but 
was no match for the power and 
aggression of Lawrie. 

Aitchison featured in the penul-
timate bout of the night against 
Northwest’s Kieron MacMaster, 
and neither boxer disappointed, 
keeping the crowds were on their 
feet for the duration. 

Home favourite MacMaster 
came out throwing bombs at an 
incredible rate, but Aitchison re-
fused to concede ground, holding 
the centre of the ring and working 

at the same high rate. 
Aitchison produced an incredible 

onslaught in the last round to have
MacMaster hanging on for the 
bell, but the decision of the local 
judges went to MacMaster by a 
single point. 

Club spokesman Steve Docherty 
said: ‘This is the second week in a 
row that James has lost by a single 
point but while last week it was 
understandable as the bout was so 
close, this decision was very unfair 
on a young boxer who showed 

desire in abundance. Next season 

we truly believe James will get the 
just rewards for all his hard work.’

Robbie Hall took on Harry 
Lowe and continued to show great 
potential. The 12-year-old only 

month ago but is already showing 
a rare maturity. He was always a 
step ahead of Lowe and controlled 
the action with a sharp jab ensur-
ing he had the last word in every 
exchange.

Igor Sliwinski faced British 
champion Connor Greenan and 
ran him desperately close. Greenan 
found himself backpeddling often 

Phoenix Boxing Club’s Scott Lawrie stuns 
Kilmarnock crowd with 30 second knockout

FORT William’s threadbare 
squad was stretched to the limit 
last weekend with just 14 play-
ers available on the match day 
for manager Danny Conlon to 
choose from.

The Lochaber side suffered 
a heavy defeat, going down 
6-0 to Deveronvale at Claggan. 
Manager Danny Conlon was 

up with senior players such as 
Sean Grant, Lewis Campbell, 
Chris Macleod and captain Andy 
Martin all missing.

Inverurie Loco Works will 
provide another tough challenge 
when they visit Claggan Park, 
and Conlon will be hoping to 

regulars back as they strive 
to pick up points before the 
season’s end.

Conlon told The Oban Times 
his makeshift side had not 
performed well enough against 
Deveronvale.

He said: ‘We were just never 
at the races; we never competed 
with them. We spoke before 
the game about their set pieces, 
and not giving space to the boy 
who comes up from the back for 
them, but we just didn’t do it and 
he had a free header which led to 
the penalty.

‘We were really disappoint-
ing on the day. I didn’t think 
Deveronvale were a particularly 
great side, they are pretty strong 
in most areas, but we hardly had 
any players with pass marks.’

Fort conceded a penalty in the 

opening minutes when Mark 
Gillespie handballed, but almost 
made it to half time at 1-0 but 

before the break.
The one-way pressure con-

tinued and despite efforts from 
Iain Maclellan and a powerful 
strike from Darren Quigg, Fort 
could not prevent Deveronvale 
increasing their lead.

Fort will play their penulti-
mate game of the season when 

Formartine United come to 
Lochaber for an afternoon kick 
off on Monday.

Conlon continued: ‘At the 
moment we seem to put in one 
good performance and the next 
week we’re pretty poor, so who 
knows? If we can get a stronger 
squad available for the last three 
games hopefully we can get 
something from them.

‘I was really disappointed with 
the lack of commitment from 
some players. Its bad enough for 
an away game but for a home 
game to only have 14 players 
available is very disappointing.’

Fort midfielder Michael Gillespie rises above Craig Cowie to win the header 20_f18foot01

A NORTH Ballachulish rider is 

ever downhill mountain bike 
race.

Tom MacMahon was compet-
ing the newly formed ‘Outdoor 
Capital of the UK Lochaber’ 
team at the Scottish Downhill 
Association event at Inner-
leithen. 

Other riders in the new team 
also did Lochaber proud. 

Alastair MacLellan, 13, came 
fourth in the juveniles, Keir 
Copeland, 15, was 22nd in the 
youth category, while 16 year-
olds Lachlan Blair and Sean 
Petig 16, came third and 21st, re-
spectively, in the junior section.
Tom’s mum Mairi told The 
Oban Times said further local 

business support would be 
greatly appreciated.

She said: ‘Nevis Cycles, No 
Fuss Events and Outdoor Capi-
tal UK sponsor team already, 
but the team are in real need of 
any further sponsors willing to 
help the local boys become a 
force to be reckoned with.’

The next SDA race is at Glen-
coe on Sunday, May 20. Any 
potential sponsors can contact 
Mairi on 01855 821 498. 

Outdoor Capital Team bike 
competes at Innerleithen
Ballachulish rider fifth in first competitive event

Tom MacMahon came fifth in his first race at Innerleithen

SAILING
GLENCOE Boat Club will hold 
their annual regatta on Saturday, 
June 16 as the showpiece for its 
40th anniversary celebrations.

The club is planning various 
events throughout the year, 
culminating with a club dinner 
in October.

The club was formed in 1972 
to encourage boating and other 
aquatic sports in the Loch Leven 
area. The regatta, the central 
event in the calendar, attracts 
competitive yachtsmen and 
women from around the west 
coast. 

The event features yacht and 

dinghy racing and culminates with the annual dinner 
and prize giving.

The build up to the big day will begin on Friday, June 
15 with the passage race from Oban Bay to Ballachul-
ish. 

Always a popular event, the 30 mile race usually in-

on the Onich side of the Ballachulish Bridge allowing 
boats to motor against the tidal race under the bridge 
the last mile or two to the clubhouse.

The regatta will see two classes of keel boats and the 

The three racing groups have a morning race, which 
can last a couple of hours depending on conditions. 

back up to towards the Ballachulish Bridge, rounding 
the famous Glencoe burial islands in the process. 

More information on www.glencoeboatclub.org

Glencoe regatta set June date

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£850

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

D Holydare
Port Ellen, Islay

I MacDougall
Soroba Rd, Oban

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

Competition

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now 
look carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you think the 
centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on 
this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per 

week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross 
must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry 
will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded 
that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into 
by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 

void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the 
price of the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at 
that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and 

any person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to 
enter.

OT
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YOUTH FOOTBALL

Saints youths - 
results and fixtures

LAST weekend’s results: Plate 
competition - Under 13s 4, 
Lenzie 2. Jay Cooper netted all 
four goals for Saints.
 League game - Under 13s 3, 
Lenzie 2. Saints scorers were 
Zander Kilmurray, Jay Cooper 
and Owen Neilson.

- Clydebank 1, Under 14s 0.
League game - Under 15s 0, 

Allander Colts 2.

16s 2, Clydebank Phoenix 1. 
Ryan MacDougall scored both 
goals for Saints.

Thursday: League game - Blair 
Thistle v Under 13s; Under 14s 
no game; Saturday - League 

Allander Colts; 
Sunday: League game - Under 

16s v Lenzie Youth.

GOLF

OVER  35s  FOOTBALL

RUGBY
THE PROGRAMME of events 
to celebrate Oban Lorne Rugby 
Football Club’s 50th anniversary 
year is coming together. 

There will be a veterans’ 
match on the evening of Friday, 
August 31, followed by youth, 
ladies and senior rugby matches 
the next day. 

The anniversary dinner will 
be held on Saturday, September 
1 in the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls, where Bill Nolan 
(Scotland IRB representative 
and Oban Lorne honorary 
member) and John Beattie 
(former Scotland and British 
Lion player and BBC sport 
presenter) will be among the 
speakers.

TRIALISTS completed the 
double in this year’s Oban 
Over-35s League competitions 

7-4 in the league cup.
Trialists, who recently secured 

the league title, had beaten 

while Teachers had beaten West 
Coast Massive 7-4.

Next season is scheduled to 
start up again in September.

THE ISLE of Seil Golf Club 
teed off the season with a three 
club competition a fortnight 
ago. Brien Dickey was the 
winner with a net 71.
 The club hut which blew away 
during the end of year gales is 
in the process of reconstruction.

EASDALE carpet bowls club 
brought its season to a close 
with its annual prize giving and 
social last Friday. Ian MaColl 
and Colin Campbell won the 
doubles, Graham Campbell 
won the singles and Brien 
Dickey won the Hughie Brown 
handicap competition.

50th anniversary
programme

Double up for 
Trialists

Season gets 
underway at Seil

CARPET BOWLS

Prizes given out
at Easdale

ONE POOL player from the 
region that covers Argyll and the 
islands will be given a place at 
this year’s World Eightball Pool 
Championship in Blackpool next 
month.

The representative from region 

be chosen at a tournament to be 
held in Oban’s Balmoral Hotel 
today (Thursday) and contested 
by 20 invited players.

The winner of the tournament, 
which starts at 3pm, will be 
granted a place at the event in 
Blackpool’s Imperial Hotel on 
June 24 and 25.

Oban’s Laura Ann Sneddon, 
who is organising the event, 
said: ‘Due to the hard work from 
both organisers and players, the 
newly formed Scottish Eightball 

World Eightball Pool Champion-
ships.

‘This is a fantastic opportunity 
for the 10 locals to battle it out 
for the coveted spot and we 
would welcome supporters for 
the event at the Balmoral Hotel.’

not take part in the team event 
but they will gain a world singles 
place. 

They will be given their hotel 
accommodation in Blackpool 
and entry fees as part of winning 
the local tournament next week.

The world championships will 
be aired on Sky Sports.

POOL

World Eightball Pool place up for grabs

Thursday
Scottish Amateur League 

Premier Division
St Joseph’s FP 0
Oban Saints 3

of two games in three days 
when they travelled to take on 
St Joseph’s FP at William Street 
Park in Duntocher last Thursday 
evening and it was a very happy 
squad that arrived back home at 
11pm with a well deserved 3-0 
win under the belts.
The visitors started off well 

and passed up a couple of good 
chances before Donald Campbell 
got on the end of a Willie Gem-
mell pass to dink the ball over St 
Joes keeper Stephen Harkness in 
the 25th minute.
Both teams then contrived to 

miss good scoring opportuni-
ties, Willie Gemmell being the 
culprit for Saints and Kevin 

Seagrave for the home side.
Saints got off to a great start 

in the second half with a goal 
in the third mintue when Don-
ald Campbell crossed for his 
strike partner Craig MacEwan 
who scored with a well placed 
header.
Saints killed the game off as a 

contest in the 63rd minute when 

right foot shot which was saved 
by the keeper, but the ball fell 
kindly for Asen Gaydradzhiev 
and the Bulgarian striker buried 
it past the helpless keeper to 
make the score 3-0.
The home side pushed forward 

to try and get back into the game  
and put the visitors under pres-
sure but the Saints rearguard 
were in great form and they held 
out reasonably comfortably for 
a hard-fought and impressive 
away victory.

Saturday
Scottish Amateur League 

Premier Division
Inverclyde 3

Oban Saints 4
SAINTS played their second 
game in three days when they 
travelled to Parklea to take on 
Inverclyde and what should 
have been a comfortable victory 

a 4-1 lead slip to 4-3.
Saints opened the scoring 

yard free kick into the net, just 
the start the Oban lads were 
looking for.
The visitors were playing 

some great football but scorned 
a number of good chances to 
increase their lead.
However, on the 18 minute 

mark they netted again when 

Donnald Campbell made a great 

crossing for Asen who scored 
with a well placed header.
The Oban side were in complete 

control at this stage but again 
they failed to covert a couple of 
excellent chances. 
Craig MacEwan hit the bar and 
Donnald Campbell hit the post.
Inverclyde pulled a goal back 

with a great strike from Steven 
Morris just after half time.
Saints then restored their two 

goal advantage when Donnald 
Campbell netted from the pen-
alty spot then Lewis Cameron 
scored to make it 4-1.
It should have been game over, 

but Inverclyde scored two late 
goals through Gary Baird to 
make it a nervous few minutes 
at the end. 
  However Saints managed to 
hold out for another very impor-

tant away win. 
This Saturday the Oban side 

take on Postal United. 
The game will be played at Glen-
cruitten with a 2pm kick-off. 

Six away points out of six as Saints hit the road

Willie Gemmell

THERE was a home winner at 
a 5k race in Oban last Tuesday 

in the second Atlantis Race 
Series event of 2012.

The course was run from Cor-
ran Halls to Ganavan and back.

James Tulley was second in 17.18 
and Gregor MacGregor was 
third in 17.53. First woman was 
Jess Halliday in 21.38, second 
was Raeanna Miller in 22.23 and 
third Joanne MacGuire 23:29.

There were 41 runners overall, 
The next event is a 10k around 

Loch Creran at the end of May - 
a new event for the 2012 season.

RUNNING

Smith wins 2nd 
Atlantis race

GOLF
Taynuilt Golf Club

Gents

Medal April 29: 1 Fraser Inglis, 
62 (6); 2 Kenny MacGregor, 64 
(18); 3 Stuart Scott, 64 (13); 4 
Hugh Nicolson, 65 (12).
Ladies
Captain’s Prize and Medal on 
April 24: 1 Carol MacLarty, 62 
(19); 2 Liz Mudie, 65 (34); 3 Sue 
Asher, 66 (36).

Glencruitten
Isis Cup: 1 James Muir, 64 – 4 
= 60; 2 Kevin MacKie, 63 – 2 = 
61.
Captain of Dunstaffnage: Win-
ner - James Scott, 70 – 12 = 58; 
Runner-up - Samuel Jackson 88 
– 28 = 60. 
Tobermory
THE NINE-hole Grandparents 
Trophy, in the men’s section, was 
won by John Wilshire with 18 
points. Runner up was Donald 
Brown snr 17 points and third 
Graham Davidson 17 points.

The Jimmy Reid Memorial 
Trophy which is a Tombstone 
Format was won by Andrew 

18th green. 

Islay
Higginbotham Trophy: 1 David Liv-
ingstone 39pts; 2 Charles Holyoake 
37pts; 3 Lachlan Gairns 36pts. Css 
71
Laphroaig Trophy: 1 Norman Mac-
Donald 36pts; 2 Neil Johnston 33pts; 
3 Lachlan Gairns 33pts. Css 74
Hunter Trophy: 1 Norman MacDon-
ald, 74 less 3 net 71; 2 Gordon Ross, 
97 less 23 net 74; 3 Keith MacDon-
ald, 80 less 6 net 74. Css 74

Islay hosts rugby event
MORE THAN 60 young rugby players from 
Oban, Kintyre and Islay gathered at the 

time, the Islay Rugby Gathering. 
The event, hosted by Islay High School, 

aimed to encourage playing numbers in 
Argyll and help develop partnership work-
ing between the rugby clubs.

The players were split into their two age 
sections: under-14, who played Kintyre/ 
Islay v Oban, and under-16, who played in a 
round robin format with Oban, Kintyre and 
Islay.

Oban comfortably beat Kintyre/ Islay in 
the under-14 game while Kintyre eased past 

Islay fought hard in their second game to 

ended in a 17-17 draw between Oban and 
Kintyre.

THE OBAN Express Primary 
Football League convened once 
more on Sunday in glorious 
conditions at the high school 
pitch with the seniors utilising 
the 3G with their three 7 a-side 
pitches and the youngsters 
continuing on the grass in their 
fun fours.

The seniors opened their 
matches with a Lochgilphead 
Red Star win against Thistle 
with Jake Young and Joseph 
Harper netting without reply. 
In a good day for the Star they 
went on to record two further 
victories with Jake Young 
scoring the only goal against 
the All Stars and Ewan Litster 
producing the late winner past 
Lochnell’s goalkeeper Gary Mc-
Cuish to send the boys down the 
A816 with a 100 per cent record.
Lochnell had earlier defeated 
the Lochgilphead Scorpions 

end football. Despite some great 
saves from Alastair Cupples 
trying to keep the waves of 
attacks from Lochnell at bay 
they had four individual scorers 
in Stewart MacAllister, Sandy 
Bavington, Scott Rowley and 
Finlay Bennett without reply.

In their next match Lochnell 
and Thistle cancelled one 

Lochnell went two up with goals 
from Bennett and Rowley.

However the Thistle lads 
dug in and a double from Keir 
MacLean levelled for the 

-
tion on a really close game.
Thistle had earlier recorded a 
win over Wasps with MacLean 
going one better than before 
and grabbing a hat trick, a Rory 
Dowd double and a good goal 
from Cameron Hill.

The Wasps had earlier 
matched up to Tralee and found 
themselves on the losing 

Tralee’s Ryan Henricksen, 
Stuart Black and Dougie 
MacDonald ensured the win. 
The youngest of the Saints 
teams, 03, started their day 
with a goalless draw against 
the Galaxy with both teams 
well matched as ever. The 03s 
then had Tralee pinned back for 
long spells before Adam Munro 
opened the scoring with a strike 
into the bottom corner. Tralee 
fought back and found an equal-
iser just before half time when 

half sub Garry McIvor made 
a big impact for the 03s and 
came up with the winner
The 03s then recorded the result 
of the day against the Jags. 

A Connor Moore hat 

The year older Saints 02 had a 
busy schedule of four games the 

and a bright start saw Lewis 
Campbell net twice but the Jags 
fought back with a consolation 
goal from Finlay Lawson.

Next up was Galaxy who bat-
tled hard but found themselves 
down to two goals apiece 
from Jude Bain and Aiden 
MacPhee before a cracking 
goal from Euan Logan.
All Stars came calling next and 
the 02s opened the scoring when 
Lennon Campbell squared for 
Jamie Turner to slot home but 
late in the match Andy Ritchie 
created space and smashed 
home a late equaliser.

Their last match was a crack-
ing game against Tralee who 
took the lead through Stuart 
Black but the Saints eventually 
found the way past an inspired 
goalkeeping display from 
Dougie MacDonald when Lewis 

top corner, before Jude Bain and 
Cameron Clark sealed the win.

Scorpions also had four 
matches on the day and had 
opened with a great 4 - 2 win 
over the All Stars with Cameron 
Williamson having his shooting 
boots on and netting all four 
goals and Ruaraidh Horne scor-
ing the All Stars’ two. If only 
Williamson had kept the boots 
on there might have been a win-
ner in Scorpions match with Jags 

-

win over Galaxy and had Jamie 
Munro, Tyler Robertson and 
Craig Millar on the score sheet.
The much anticipated debut for 
Swifts was the last game moving 
up to seven-a-side from the fours 
format in a trial match against 
the Wasps who played very 
sportingly against their young 

way past the excellent Swifts 
goalkeeper Ewan Mcfadyen, 
until a second half double from 
Josh MacInnes. Swifts got a 
well-deserved consolation goal 

Campbell latched onto a loose 
ball and smashed home with the 

goals for the Swifts.
The league now takes a break 

for two weeks and will resume 
at the same venue on Sunday, 
May 20.

PRIMARY FOOTBALL

Primary footballers snatch 
points before May break

TAYNUILT faced a much-im-
proved Yoker side on Saturday 

league game of the season.
The previous league meeting 

saw Taynuilt win 6-0 at a hostile 
Blairdardie Parks. However, the 
Yoker team had been completely 
overhauled and replaced with 
tricky, hard working oppenents. 

Taynuilt had some new faces 
of their own, however, with 
Steven Fox, Dean Smith, El-
liot Dougall and Dene Cassells 
coming in to bolster the squad 
ahead of a series of forthcoming 
cup games.

On a hard and uneven surface 
at Glencruitten, it was Taynuilt 
making best use of the ball in 
the opening 10 minutes. The 

after excellent work from Dene 
Cassells on the right hand side. 
His square ball left Smith with 
only the keeper to beat but he 
was denied by a remarkable 
save. 

On 15 minutes Taynuilt were 
forced into making an early 
change when Elliot Dougall 
got a nasty gash above his left 
eye. Kris Gillies replaced him, 
partnering Dean Smith. 

At the other end, Ben Pollock 
wasn’t troubled and any attacks 
were thwarted by the makeshift 
centre defence pairing of Craig 
Campbell and Steven McLeod. 

Taynuilt took the game to 
Yoker in the 2nd half with Cas-
sells and Scott Maitland making 
great driving runs. Maitland hit 
the upright on the 63rd minute 
from a powerful drive from 
outside the box but just 10 
minutes later Taynuilt made the 
breakthrough. A free kick into 
the box fell to Craig Campbell, 
who smashed it into the bottom 
right hand corner for his 15th 
goal of the season. 

Both teams looked to be suf-
fering from heavy legs as this 

the remaining minutes. 
Final score - Taynuilt 1 Yoker 0

Next week Taynuilt are away 
to Knightswood in the quarter 

team then has three important 

The Yoker defence clear their lines, as Taynuilt’s Dene Cassells, 
Kris Gillies and Stephen Fox prepare to pounce on any mistakes. 

07_t18tayam01

FOOTBALL

league tie
Craig Campbell nets winner

£5.00
DISCOUNT VOUCHER
(CUT OUT AND BRING TO STORE)

WHEN YOU SPEND

OVER £30
(EXCLUDES NEW REPLICA PRODUCT)

VOUCHER TO BE USED BY 
MAY 27th, 2012

Weather
Thursday Sunny
 Winds light north-westerly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 14ºC

Friday Sunny
 Winds moderate north north-easterly
 Temperatures 7ºC to 10ºC.

Weekend Cloudy, followed by sunny intervals
Outlook Winds light northerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 9ºC.

.
Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Calm
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Calm
Kennacraig to Islay  Calm

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, May 3, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  03.11 3.5 09.42 1.1 15.50      3.5        21.37  0.8  
Fri  03.58 3.8 10.26 0.8 16.27 3.7        22.29    0.6
Sat  04.41 4.0 11.08 0.6 17.06      3.9        23.18     0.4
Sun  05.24 4.1 11.50 0.4 17.47      4.0           **.**    *.*
Mon  00.06 0.3 06.05 4.0 12.33   0.4 18.29     4.1
Tues  00.55 0.3 06.49 3.9 13.17 0.4 19.12    4.0
Wed  01.44 0.4 07.38 3.7 14.03 0.6 19.58     3.8
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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FRIDAY

15

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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TICKETS TOWIN ED SHEERAN
BIFFY CLYROMUMFORD & SONS

HUNDREDS of local people 
took to the streets of Fort 
William on Saturday to walk, 

course to raise money for Cancer 
Research UK.

Early estimates suggest as 
much as £7,000 was raised at 
the second annual Lochaber 
Together 5k run, which saw more 
than 300 racers start from the 

and complete a loop back to the 
BA.

After a poignant balloon 

ones, organised by Highland 

started the race.

number of spectators present to 

performed a cheerleading 
display and local strongmen 

demonstration after the race.

KINLOCHLEVEN will be looking its best for 

around 40 local people of all ages.

were 10 discarded bikes, gutters, scaffolding 
poles, shoe racks, drain pipes, hoses, wheels and 
old prams.

KCT’s Moira Hartley was delighted with the 

She told The Oban Times: ‘We would all like to 

it was a real joint effort. 
‘During the refreshments the main discussion 

‘Two tonnes of rubbish is not just crisp packets 

has not increased in the last year is not the reality 

Angling club chairman Jim McKinlay, with 

water with a temperature of four degrees, wrestled 
with objects stuck fast on the bottom and brought 
them up to pass to myself, Jane and Eddie. How 
he stayed in the water for more than four hours 
beggars belief as he was not just in the Canteen 
pool but from there all the way to the mouth of 

was on hand to take the waste away and said: 

their own areas clean and tidy – especially ahead 

West Highlanders 
head to polls for 
council elections
Highlands are today casting 

will represent their areas in 
the Highland Council and 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar for 

been campaigning for a number 
of weeks to try and persuade 

Leisure Centre tomorrow 
(Friday). Results from the 22 
wards, including Eilean a Cheò 
(Ward 11), Caol and Mallaig 
(Ward 12) and Fort William 
and Ardnamurchan (Ward 22), 

Alistair Dodds will announce 
the winning candidates from the 
stage, and the results will also 
be posted on the council website 
and Twitter page, as well as The 
Oban Times website.

Votes of Western Isles 
residents will be counted using 

at Ionad Spòrs Leòdhais, 
Stornoway where it is hoped the 
new councillors in each of the 
nine wards will be announced 
by 2pm. 

Highland Council currently 
has 25 Independent Group 
councillors, 22 Liberal 

Members’ Group and four 
from the Independent Alliance 
Group.Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar has 25 Independent 

2 from Labour.

LARGE crowds gathered at 
Mallaig Harbour on Friday to 

the port’s new £950,000 yacht 
pontoons.

The facility, which was 
completed last September, 
comprises of berthing for up 
to 48 yachts with water and 

Council, whose Sail West project 
has helped fund the new marina, 
attended the celebrations along 

and Islands Enterprise (HIE) and 
Highland Council. 

marine tourism throughout 
the west of Scotland, Northern 
Ireland and Ireland.

Local youngsters Shannon 
Cameron and Cian MacVarish 
won a competition to design a 
logo for the marina and took part 
in the ribbon cutting ceremony.

Mallaig Harbour port manager 
Robert MacMillan, who spoke 
during the celebrations, told 

The Oban Times he hoped the 
pontoon would be good for the 
local area.

He said: ‘We are certainly 
hoping both the harbour and the 

the facility here. The day went 
really well. We wanted to get off 
with a good start and hopefully 
we can get plenty of yachts in 

now and we’re looking forward 

yachting business.’
Boost

Local resident and community 
council member Jacqueline 
MacDonald welcomed the new 
facility and hoped it would 

She said: ‘Hopefully it will be 

bring people in. It looks really 
nice and it’s all lit up in the 

Sail West chairman Garry Martin was assisted by local schoolchildren Shannon Cameron and Cian MacVarish to cut the ribbon to 
officially open the new facility.

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

‘Anything that brings more 
tourists in has got to be a good 
thing.’

A new website to raise 
awareness of the marina has 

performed the Gaelic song ‘Thig 
a Mhalaig’ (Come to Mallaig) 

Father Andrew Barrett offered 
opening and closing prayers.

Local piper Callan MacBeth 
played a number of tunes during 
the ceremony from the new 
pontoon, while the crowds looked 

the nearby West Highland Hotel 
for a buffet lunch.

The new facility was part 
funded under the Sail West 

Mallaig Harbour Authority, 
(HIE) and by The Highland 
Council. Sail West is funded 
through the EU’s INTERREG 
IVA programme and currently 
has around 20 mostly public 
sector partners.

Winning trio, from left, John Treasurer, second place, race 
winner Craig MacLean and his brother Bruce, who finished third. 

20_f18run01

local youngster Craig MacLean, 
repeating his win from last year. 
His superb time of 17minutes 

and 37 seconds faster than his 

to complete the course was John 
Treasurer followed by Bruce 
MacLean, Craig’s younger 
brother.

Lochaber Together chairman 

Adam Ramsey said: ‘We would 
like to say a huge thank you to 
all of our sponsors who helped 

part or contribute. 

day and we are thrilled with 

far. Cancer Research UK are 
dedicated to beating cancer and 
we will continue to help them 

the course was rewarded with a 
Cancer Research UK medal and 
goody bag. Youngsters were kept 
amused by the bouncy castle 

by Fort William Bouncy Castle 
Hire.

Face painting, circus skills, 
balloon modelling and 

with Cancer Research UK 
scientists also featured on the 
day.

Hundreds take to Fort’s streets 
for annual Lochaber Together 5k

Celebrations 
mark opening 
of new Mallaig 
pontoons

Village volunteers in two-day 
clear-up ahead of Pre 65 trial

Large crowds gather to watch 
ribbon-cutting ceremony

Skye carers nominated for award
nominated for a national charity 
award in the community action 
category.

Skye and Lochalsh Young Car
ers, which looks after children 
and young adults who are re
sponsible for the care of others, 

cil for Voluntary Organisations 

Scottish Charity Awards. The 

support to combat isolation, ac

award. He said: ‘It is a charity 

ference in Skye, Lochaber and 

Badenoch.
‘Skye and Lochalsh Young 

Carers has truly made a differ

and group support, the respite 

the hardship of being a carer.’

A MOTORCYCLIST was killed 

near Roy Bridge on Tuesday 

the Yorkshire area, was taken to 
Belford Hospital where he died 
from his injuries.

to take place. The road was not 

afternoon.

with any information about 
the incident to contact them on 
01463 715555.

Motorcyclist killed

NEW TO FORT WILLIAM 
CAFE OPEN

1 Cinema Lane  Fort William   PH33 6AT

fort.thebakehouse@gmail.com
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THE THIRD annual charity 
golf competition in memory 
of Corpach tot Harris Ross 
raised nearly £4,500 on Sunday, 
matching last year’s total.

Every available tee time was 
taken with 154 golfers taking 
part in the Texas scramble 
competition at a packed Fort 
William Golf Club. 

The £4,472 raised on the 
day will be donated to STAR 
(Supporting Treatment and 
Awareness Raising) for Harris 
Ross Fund.

The event is held in memory 
of baby Harris who lost his 
long battle with a brain tumour 
aged just 16 months in 2010. His 
parents Tanya and Allan set up 
STAR to raise awareness of the 
early symptoms of childhood 
and teenage cancer.

The trio of David Martin, Brian 
Gillespie and Neil Feggans won 
a closely fought contest with a 
score of 52.5 points. With Peter 
Carmichael, Alan MacDonald 
and Steven McAllister scoring 
the same, the result went down 
to the better inward half score of 
both teams.

Ann Lovat, Kathleen Leitch 
and Helen Bryan won the ladies 
competition with a score of 
62.5.

A PROPOSED small-scale 
community hydroelectric 
scheme at Kinlochleven featured 
among the presentations at a 
major conference at Inverness 
last week.

Moira Hartley of Kinlochleven 
Community Trust briefed 
a community renewables 
discussion group on its plans for 
a 100MW scheme on a tributary 
of the Grey Mare’s Tail above 
the village.

Ms Hartley estimated the 
project could deliver up to 
£80,000 a year to the village for 
local projects.

Ms Hartley told The Oban 
Times: ‘I gave a talk on the 
challenges that we face in trying 
to develop our own community 
hydro scheme.

‘It was a fantastic event. I got 
a lot of ideas and options on a 
whole new avenue to pursue.’

Key speaker at the Scottish 
Highland Renewable Energy 
Conference, which was attended 
by 250 delegates, was Energy 
Minister Fergus Ewing, who 
launched the Community and 
Renewable Energy Loan Scheme 
(CARES).

The fund supports small 
renewable energy schemes 
before they reach planning in the 
absence of commercial lenders, 
who usually consider providing 

too high risk.
Communities and rural 

businesses across the Highlands 
and Islands are now being 
urged to apply to the £23.5 

FOUR vehicles advertised 
for sale were badly 
scratched in Fort William 
on Friday night.

A silver Ford Focus, a 
black VW Golf, a grey 
Mazda 6 and a silver 
Peugeot 307, all parked 
near Carpet Right, North 
Road Retail Estate, were 
scratched on all body panels 
at around 8.45pm.

Police are keen to hear 
from anyone who may have 
seen a male wearing a grey 
hoody and black trousers in 
the vicinity of the vehicles 
at this time. 

POLICE are still actively 
investigating the circulation 
of illegal blue valium 
tablets that have led to 
recent hospital admissions 
in Fort William. Anyone 
with information about the 
supply or source of these 
tablets can contact police.

Anyone with knowledge of 
these incidents is asked to 
contact Fort William Police 
Station on 01397 702361 

01397 702000. 
Members of the public 

may also report any crime, 
offence or anything 
suspicious by phoning 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 
111.

Man denies 
baseball bat 
charge
A FORT William man has 

the town with a baseball bat. 
Sandy Campbell, aged 25, of 

6 Brown Court, pled not guilty 
to the charge at Fort William 
Sheriff Court.

Campbell is accused along 
with John Campbell of Coach 
House, 40 Carlisle Road, Big-
gar, of behaving in a threatening 

and hitting each other with a 
baseball bat at Brown Court and 
elsewhere in Fort William on 
March 24.

John Campbell, aged 43, failed 
to appear at court and Sheriff 
Douglas Small issued a warrant 
for his arrest.

A further hearing will be held 

June 20.

Fort William FC weekly lotto draw
A ROLLOVER jackpot of £200 is up for grabs this week in Fort 
William FC’s weekly lotto draw. Numbers last week were 02-15-19. 

Police

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Alan and Tanya Ross, left, and Jimmy and Bridie Ross with winning team of David Martin, Brian Gillespie and Neil Feggans.

million Scottish Government 
scheme to help them get projects 
up to the planning stage.
Individual projects can receive 
loans of up to £150,000 to 
cover 95 per cent of agreed 
costs. Free local advice and 
support is also available.
Priority is given to schemes which 

to their local communities.
Mr Ewing said: ‘The CARES 

scheme empowers communities 
all over Scotland to capitalise on 
our green energy revolution by 
developing their own community 
energy.

‘In practice, this could mean 
communities have lower power 
bills, a new playground, a 
scholarship fund for young 
people – it is up to the imagination 
of local people.’

Turbine
Previous recipients of CARES 

loans include Barra and 
Vatersay Wind Energy Limited 
(BVWE), which is planning to 
erect a single wind turbine on a 
site at Gob Sgurabhal, the most 
northerly point on Barra. 

The community has secured 
a number of required consents 
and are currently focused on 

route. It is hoped the group 
will be in a position to install 
their turbine by the end of the 
summer.

BVWE project manager Euan 
Scott said: ‘Without the CARES 
loan fund the community wind 
turbine project in Barra would 
not have progressed.’

Tanya and Allan, along with 
Harris’ grandparents Jimmy 
and Bridie Ross, were handed 
a cheque after the prizes were 
given out in the clubhouse at the 
end of a successful day.

Tanya told The Oban Times:
‘It was such a fantastic day – the 
weather was great and there was 
a great atmosphere.’

Jimmy said: ‘It’s been a very 
successful day, thanks to all the 
people who took part and the 
businesses that supported us. 
You sometimes see things like 
this start with a bang and tail off, 
but this seems to be growing in 
strength.’

Results: Men’s - 1 David 
Martin, Brian Gillespie, Neil 
Feggans 52.5 points (bih); 2 Peter 
Carmichael, Alan MacDonald, 
Steven McAllister 52.5 points; 3 
James Duncan, Martin Duncan, 
Tommy Drummond 52.8 points.

Ladies – 1 Ann Lovat, Kathleen 
Leitch, Helen Bryan 62.5 points

Nearest the pin – 3rd hole: 
Willie McCann; 6th: Martin 
Duncan; 12th: Iona Cameron; 
16th Brian Gillespie. Longest 
drives – Kevin Ferguson, 
Rosemary MacIntyre. 

Hidden holes – Davie 
Matheson, Donnie MacInnes, 
Neil Young.

Golfers
boost
Harris
fund

Kinlochleven    
hydro scheme 
in spotlight  
at conference

Competition raises £4,472 
in memory of Corpach tot

Drivers urged to avoid using 
Lochybridge roundabout
DRIVERS in Fort William are 
being urged to avoid using the 
Lochybridge roundabout during 
peak times with concerns about 
congestions during the upcoming 
bank holiday weekend and the 
Scottish Six Day Trial event, 
which starts next week.

Drivers on the A82 and the 
A830 Road to the Isles have 
suffered long delays and 
tailbacks since the temporary 

earlier this month as part of 
work to expand the junction into 
a two-lane roundabout.

A spokesman for Perth-based 
contractors I & H Brown said: 
‘We recognise there is no 
alternative route available and 
therefore suggest that road users 
should consider making their 

Isle of Lewis 
swimmers first 
to tackle wild 
water channel
A GROUP of nine Isle of 
Lewis residents are aiming 

swim The Minch waters 
between the mainland and 
the Outer Hebrides – one 
of the widest and wildest 
channels of water around 
the British coast.

The ‘Big Minch 
Swimmers’ - Saul Hindson, 
Colin Macleod, Rodney 
Jamieson, Chris Baker, 
Tariq Hussain, Scott 
Connor, Eilidh Whiteford, 
Laura Maynard and 
Mark Doug MacIver 
- will raise money for the 
Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution.

They will set off from 
Ullapool at the end of June 
and swim around 100kms to 
Stornoway.

Team spokesman Saul 
Hindson said: ‘We believe 

swim from Ullapool to 
Stornoway and we couldn’t 
think of a better charity to 
support than the RNLI.’

journeys outwith peak times 
wherever possible to ease the 
situation.

‘Friday evenings have been 
particularly busy, and the 
forthcoming bank holiday 
weekend and Scottish Six 
Day Trial could add to the 

revised layout last Saturday 

section of the new roundabout.
The permanent signals at 

Lochaber High School are now 
being operated manually at 

through the roadworks, but I & 
H Brown said delays were still 
‘inevitable’.

controlled during peak times 

to minimise congestion, are in 
place until the junction is ready 
to re-open, and the pedestrian 
crossing has been removed with 
a temporary crossing point put 
in place.

The contractors thanked the 
public for their patience, and said 
the project remains on schedule 
for the removal of the three-way 
lights on May 18, with overall 
completion of the project by the 
end of the month.

Miller Developments is 
carrying out the roundabout 
upgrade under an agreed 

associated with its Blar Mhor 
development, which includes a 
Tesco superstore. Miller agreed 
to remodel to junction before 
starting work on its project.

SUN PROTECTION
50%

OFF

NIVEA SUN & AMBRE SOLAIRE RANGES
(SELECTED LINES)

UP TO

16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN
www.gordonsdirect.com

BUY1
GET 2
FREE

HUGGIES 
BABY 
WIPES 
64PK
£2.59 
EACH

99p
SAVE £1.10
HERBAL ESSENCES 
SHAMPOOS
200ML
RRP £2.09

99p
SAVE £1.20
VASELINE 
ANTI-PERSPRIRANT
150ML
RRP £2.19

£1.49
HALF PRICE
VO5 GEL 200ML
RRP £2.99
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LOCHABER is gearing up to 
welcome thousands of motorcy-

-
tions are made for the Scottish 
Six Days Trial and its sister 
competition, the Pre-65 Trial at 
Kinlochleven.

For the south Lochaber village, 
the event tomorrow (Friday) and 
Saturday is one of the biggest 
events on its calendar. Up to 
1,500 spectators and 180 riders 
are currently arriving from across 
Scotland. 

Local estimates suggest the pre-
65 could pull in around £100,000 
for the Kinlochleven economy.

Man denies  
Parade attack
A 22-YEAR-OLD Dunbar-
tonshire man has appeared 
from custody at Fort William 
Sheriff Court to deny assaulting 
another man in Fort William 
town centre. 

John MacPhee, of 73 (5) 
Colquhoun Drive, Alexandria, 
pled not guilty to repeatedly 
kicking and punching the man 
on the head and body on The 
Parade on December 30. No 
application for bail was made 
and MacPhee was remanded in 
custody. A further hearing will 
be held on May 9.

LANDOWNERS and managers are being 
warned to take care when muirburning fol-

and Islands.

Always inform the Highlands and Is-
lands Fire and Rescue Service (HIFRS) prior 
to and on the completion of muirburning

Ensure there are enough people to 

before leaving the scene

HIFRS head of operations Billy Wilson 

who are carrying out controlled burning of 
vegetation to be fully aware of their respon-
sibilities. 

vast areas of moorland, forestry plantations 
and in some cases property. They are not 
only damaging to the natural environment, 

rescue service resources as well as putting 

Members of the public are also asked to 
take care. Cigarettes should be completely 

and portable barbecues should not be lit in 
remote areas where surrounding vegetation 
can easily ignite.

Anyone wishing to notify HIFRS before 
and after muirburning can call 01463 240999. 

not thought to be muirburning should contact 
their nearest police station or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111.

PUB CHAIN JD Wetherspoon 
has decided on the name of its new 

£8million retail park.
The street level bar and restau-

of the West Highland Way in the 

Great Glen.
Oban Times readers had suggest-

by police in a Fort William su-
permarket car park with a carrier 
bag stuffed with 4,000 diazepam 
tablets.

As a result Aberdeen man 
Christopher Dunbar was jailed 
for almost six months at Fort 
William Sheriff Court for his 
part in the drug running racket 
between the two towns.

The sentence came only days 
after 14 people were hospitalised 
in The Belford Hospital after 

tablets at a house party.
Dunbar, of Flat 6, 663 Great 

Northern Road, had earlier 
admitted being concerned in 

diazepam outside Morrisons on 
February 29.

for Dunbar and found him at the 
An Aird superstore, the court 
heard.

Prosecutor Alison Wylie said 
Dunbar had a black carrier 

Woman made false 
assault claim
A GLENCOE woman who 
falsely told police she had been 
the victim of a domestic assault 
has been admonished at Fort 
William Sheriff Court.

Elaine Lamb, of Upper 
Carnoch Lodge, was told by 
Sheriff Douglas Small she 
would face no punishment after 

good behaviour for six months.
Lamb, aged 52, previously 

admitted making the false claim 
and wasting police time on 
October 10 last year. Defending, 
Stephen Kennedy said Ms Lamb 

if she ever appeared in court 

Man to stand trial 
on drugs charges
A FORT William man is due to 
stand trial on May 8 on a series 
of alleged drug-related offences.

Gary MacKinnon, aged 
39, of 3 Maryburgh Court, 
denies smashing a window at 
18 Kilmallie Road, Caol, on 
November 22 and stealing a 
quantity of prescribed medica-
tion from the same address.

MacKinnon also denies 

drug buprenorphine and class 

William Police Station the same 
day. MacKinnon further denies 
acting in a threatening and 
abusive manner and appearing 
to have put himself in an 
apparent state of intoxication 
and ill-health after being found 

toilet at Morrisons superstore in 
Fort William.

MacKinnon pled not guilty to 
all six charges.

HIGHLAND Council has issued 
a public health warning about 
bracelets containing deadly 
plant seeds.

The bracelets are made up of 
distinctive red and black beans 

cord.
The seeds inside the beans 

contain the toxin abrin, which 
can have fatal consequences if 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

tablets, with a street value of 
£2,000.

Interviewed by police, Dunbar 
said he was being paid £300 to 
come by bus from Aberdeen 
to Fort William, uplift the 
consignment and return to the 
city, also by bus.  

Defending, Stephen Kennedy 
said Dunbar had experienced 

courier to collect a package in 
Fort William.

£300 was agreed to be paid after 
he completed the transaction. He 
has never been paid.

drugs in the package were 
not serious. If he had thought 

as heroin he would not have 
undertaken the transaction.

recent events in Fort William, 
that has brought it home to him 
what can happen to people who 
take illegal drugs. 

matter is. He pled guilty at the 
earliest opportunity. He has 
started attending church and 
is getting help with his drug 
problem. He feels if he goes back 
to jail all these steps he has taken 
would be for nothing. 

Sheriff Douglas Small took 

but ruled a custodial sentence 
was his only option.

Jailing Dunbar for 172 days, 

convictions where alternatives to 
custody have been tried without 
success. Being concerned in 
supplying illegal drugs is an 

Last year’s Pre-65 Trial at Kinlochleven turned out a roaring success.  20_f18kinloch01

Spain, Sweden and Germany 
will spend two days tackling a 
course in and around the village 
on vintage motorcycles manu-
factured before 1965, watched 
by enthusiastic fans lining the 
course. The Scottish Six Days 
Trial launches on Sunday with 
the traditional parade of the 275-

Street on their machines.
Competition begins the fol-

lowing day. Riders face tough 
technical sections over some of 

man who puts his foot down 
the fewest times by the time the 
gruelling event ends on Saturday 
will be declared the winner.

The Pre 65 gets underway 
tomorrow morning with the 
riders starting from the car park 
behind the Aluminium Story. 
Once the event is over, com-
petitors will ride through the 

pre-event festivities. The West 
End car park will be the event 
parc fermé (base) over the week. 
Free evening entertainment will 
include live music in the licensed 

One fan coming again this year 
will be 60-year-old David Cor-

trip from Ipswich in Suffolk in 
the mid-1970s - and has been 
back to Lochaber more than 20 
times since.  He told The Oban 
Times
was unable to take the time off 

up with three friends who all 
follow trials, but have never 
been to The Scottish before.

- the scenery is breathtaking and 
the people of Fort William are 

ed several other names including 
The Pierhead, The Waverley Hotel, 

New Grand. A JD Wetherspoon 

those readers who took the time to 
write in with their suggestions and 
ideas, which were all considered 

Work is progressing well on the 
£8million development, which will 
also include a Superdrug store, a 
Cotswold Outdoor clothing shop 
and a 60-bed Travelodge on the 

Developer Ashford Property 
Group aims to have the 20,000 
square foot project completed by 
July.

Lochaber gears up for Scottish Six Days Trial

Bracelet: could be lethal. 

swallowed. Abrin is chemically 
similar to ricin.

It is believed three Highlands 
retailers sold the bracelets, which 
have been removed from sale.

Trading standards manager 
Gordon Robb urged anyone with 
the potentially lethal jewellery 
to  phone 08456 004222 or email 
trading.standards@highland.
gov.uk.

Jail for drugs 
mule collared 
in car park

Landowners and managers urged  
to take care when muirburning

The properties have been specially designed by Bield Housing and Care (www.bield.co.uk), a non-profit organisation with charitable status who devise innovative housing methods and care services aimed for 
the recently-retired and older market, in order to enable people to retain as much independence as possible. Properties available on a shared ownership basis £105,000 represents an 80% share of the property.

Development at Glenshellach
Oban, Argyll
£105,000 each for 80% share

New development of six affordable cottages 
with NHBC Warranty.

Specially designed for the elderly retired market, 
with tailored amenities.

Within easy reach of the town centre and 
local facilities. 

The development will comprise: Six 2-bedroom 
cottages with fully fitted amenity showers/WC 
areas and newly-fitted kitchens.

Double glazing. Dimplex Duo heat electric panel 
heating. Benefits from solar panel water heating.

Managed gardens to the front and rear, with 
patios to the rear.

Dedicated off street parking for each property. 
Bus service close by.

Adjacent smaller cottages are also available 
to rent through Bield Housing and Care.

01631 566 122
bellingram.co.uk

Get a taste of the easy life

Open Day
10am – 2pm, 10th May
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THE BRIDE and groom 
showed no trace of wedding 
nerves despite their youth and 
the fact the happy occasion was 

being recorded by the BBC. 
But maybe it was because it 
was play acting. Dunbeg’s 
school pupils were helping the 

BBC out in a special series of 
Scottish dancing – their project 
had been to look at music and 
dancing at weddings.

Best of friends: Bill and Ben with Mrs MacKay’s 11-year-old daughter Nicola. 

THERE is a limit to the 
patience of any self-respecting 
dog and Ben the Labrador is no 
exception.

When Ben gets tired of being 
teased by the family cat Bill, he 
has a novel way of establishing 
who’s boss – Ben simply digs a 
big hole in the garden, lifts the 

cat by the back of the neck and 
buries him.

Disappears 
Luckily Ben’s owner, Mary 

MacKay, of Jenkins Park, Fort 
Augustus, has always been 

disappears.
She said: ‘The odd thing is 

that the cat seems to enjoy the 
game and quite happily submits 
to being buried.

‘If the cat vanishes some day 
I’ll just have to hope that Ben 
will lead me to the grave before 
it is too late. 

‘I’ve heard of dogs burying 
bones - but a cat?’

Ben uses cat as bone of contention

Hot chocolate debate ends
THE SHED on Islay which 
caused a storm in a paint pot 

approval – and it will be staying 
its present colour.

Bridgend Sawmills’ shed found 
itself in the middle of a row after 
Argyll and Bute District Council 
objected to the colour it was 
painted.

The shed was light brown with 

thought it should be chocolate 
brown – they had stipulated 
this colour when planning 
permission was granted.

Enforcement action was taken 
against the business, run by 

Mike Harrison, but he appealed 
and elected to have his case 
heard by a public enquiry.

This was held last month and 
the Secretary of State has now 
found in Mr Harrison’s favour.

dispute that the alleged breach 
of planning control has taken 

been painted dark brown but I 
consider the issue to be whether 
the conditions requiring that the 
building be painted dark brown 
are necessary.

is specially prominent or that it 
causes a major impact.’

THOMAS Smith & Sons 
(Kirkoswald) Limited has 
announced it is to open a new 
pallet wood and fencing mill 
creating 33 new jobs at the 
Kilmallie sawmill, based at 
Corpach, Fort William.

Managing director Thomas 
Smith said on Tuesday: ‘We 
have done our homework. We 
have investigated the avail-
ability of raw materials and 
we have decided to build a 
pallet wood and fencing mill.’

The new mill will be housed 
in the Old Log Line Building 
– the original mill building 
– and work to remove old 
equipment and re-equip the 
building for its new use will 
being immediately, said Mr 
Smith.

He added: ‘It is hoped to 
have it operational by the end 
of the year.’

The new venture will create 
15 jobs in the mill, and one 

and another 15 jobs on the 
forest harvesting side.

33 new jobs 
for Corpach 

Smokers quit to boost funds

A western style ‘Wanted’ poster helped the four to publicise their 
campaign. Left to right: Alan, George, John and Dave.

FOUR EX-SMOKERS who all 
work in Strathclyde Regional 
Council’s roads department in 
Lochgilphead have managed 
to kick the habit – and raised 
£211 for Cancer Research in the 
process.

Their campaign started on 
National No Smoking Day in 
March and all four, who were 
heavy smokers, can still say 
they have not succumbed to 
temptation since.

Alan McDonald, George 

McConnel, John McFadden and 
Dave Tomlinson all pledged to 
give up smoking for 30 days 
from No Smoking Day.

They got their colleagues in the 

for what was a team effort – if 
one of them gave in, the whole 
effort was lost.

But not only did the four 
manage the 30 days, they are 
still off the cigarettes. They now 
hope their success will inspire 
other smokers to kick the habit.

LOCHALSH twins Christina, left, and Laura Robin 
with their own nesting boxes thanks to Plockton High 
School and the Forestry Commission.

The school make bird and bat boxes with commission 
supplied wood and the nesting boxes are then placed in 
woodlands throughout the area.

Ron Johnstone, Forest District Manager based at Bal-
macara, said the nesting box programme is an example 
of the commission’s commitment to conservation and 
a celebration of the European year of the environment, 

at Dornie, where their parents have the Robin’s Nest 
Restaurant, now have their own nesting boxes for their 
garden. 

Lochalsh twins 
build nesting boxes

AFTER a week of evading capture, a huge Alsatian dog which was 

The dog, very thin and with a badly injured leg, is now recovering 

West of Scotland Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.
Local people, the police force and Mr Douglas were all involved in 

the search for the dog.

Connel Alsatian captured

Friends already: Bert Douglas with the Alsatian dog. 

The wedding party – pupils with BBC presenter Bill Torrance, the band and teachers. 

Dunbeg ‘wedding’ on the BBC

Tourism 
expo raises 
expectation
Unprecedented international 
interest in Argyll and the Isles 
offers huge opportunities

Connel yachts go back to seaOban guest house hit by shock £4,000 water bill 

2012 Oban Times Bonnie Baby Abbey with mum, Denise.

Abbey is our Bonnie Baby of 2012

Coll bids for ‘Dark 
Skies’ recognition

Argyll and Bute 
election results 
-  as they happen

More than 1,100 
to compete in 29th 
Oban festival

ELECTION results will be 
announced tomorrow (Friday), 
May 4 – for the latest news on 
the results in Argyll and Bute 
follow The Oban Times on Twit-
ter @obantimes or take part in 
the discussion #otelection.

We will update the results as 
they come in, so hear the news 

also be available on our website 
obantimes.co.uk/elections. 

And don’t forget to vote today 
– polling stations are open until 
10pm.

THE 29TH Highlands and Is-
lands Music and Dance Festival 
takes place in Oban this weekend 
at a variety of venues.

More than 1,100 participants 
will compete in 125 competition 
classes in 12 disciplines, includ-

FAILURE to read meters as 
promised resulted in commer-
cial water supplier, Business 
Stream, demanding £4,000 
from an Oban guest house.

Three years ago, the company 
took over from Scottish Water in 
supplying water to businesses, 
at the time promising the meters 
would be read regularly.

However, Valerie Bichener of 
the Thornloe Bed and Breakfast 

on Albert Road, found her 
meters were not being read and 
every bill was an estimate. 

Just over a year ago, a new 
meter was installed, showing 
£4,000 of water had been 
used over and above the usual 
monthly use since Business 
Stream took over. 

The cause was a leak that 
would have been detected had 
meters been read as promised, 

but more than a year passed be-
fore Business Stream last week 

their contract.
The company has now writ-

ten-off the bill, but told The 
Oban Times the situation had 
been resolved to Mrs Bichener’s 
satisfaction – it wasn’t. 

A subsequent promise to set 
up eBilling so she could read 

her own meter to provide accu-

said: ‘I’d asked to have eBilling 
set up in December, then again 
in March. It still hasn’t been 
done.’

After contacting Mrs 
Bichener, Craig Watson, head 
of customer experience at Busi-
ness Stream, said: ‘We know 
we have not delivered the level 
of customer service we would 

normally expect and in recogni-
tion of this we have written off 
the entire bill. 

‘We have now also set up Mrs 
Bichener’s eBilling account, 
and discussed this with her, 
which will help her to monitor 
her water use and avoid any 
unexpected bills in future. 

‘We’re sorry for any distress 
and inconvenience this has 
caused.’

TWO large yachts washed 
ashore at Connel during dra-
matic December storms have 
been returned to the sea – with 
the help of a forklift.

Local builder, Michael 
MacPhee, took his telescop-
ing forklift down to Connel’s 
foreshore to aid the owners of 

them. 
The Rosanne of Rhu was re 

second stranded vessel, Tanika,
was eased back into the water at 
the weekend.

Chairman of Connel Com-
munity Council, Sandy Dunlop, 
said: ‘Michael came down last 
Wednesday and a trench was 

worked quite well.
‘The other boat was back in 

the water by the weekend. 
-

ing again.’

ARGYLL and the Isles is expect-
ing a major tourism boost after 
unprecedented interest in the 
region at a major international 
tourism show.

The Duke of Argyll was 
among those who manned the 
stalls for Argyll and the Isles 
Tourism (AIT) during the two-
day VisitScotland International 
Tourism Expo at Edinburgh’s 
Royal Highland Centre.

Manned by 15 volunteers, 
from the Duke himself to a 
‘prisoner’ at Inveraray Jail, AIT 
had expected to welcome about 
60 buyers to its six-stand stall 
over the course of the event.

However, it exceeded that tar-

and ended up more than trebling 
expected numbers by the end of 
the show last Thursday.

As well as holding in-depth 
meetings with 184 buyers who 
expressed a serious interest in 
arranging trips to Scotland, a 

further 40-50 lodged informal 
interest.

The next stop for the new 
organisation is to follow up with 

who expressed an interest and it 
is hoped most if not all will soon 
offer holidays to Argyll and the 
Isles.

Meanwhile, bookings for 
next year’s Expo have already 
doubled, with 12 stands set to 
make up the Argyll and the Isles 
corridor. 

Vice-chairman of the group, 

Mike Story, said there was ‘mas-
sive potential’ in the meetings.

He said: ‘These are buyers that 
have not worked with Argyll and 
the Isles before. For example 
there was a Spanish company 
interested in sending people to 
Mull and Iona. They’re talking 
about 23,000 people coming 
every year.

‘Not every buyer will be as 
big as that, but these buyers are 
all representing organisations 
who would have been going 
elsewhere.’

assistance from the Scottish 
Government, LEADER, Argyll 
and Bute Council, Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise and Vis-
itScotland’s Growth Fund.

In addition, it received support, 

the 28 marketing organisations 

Continued on Page 11

Spanish company 
interested in 
sending 23,000 
people a year.
vice - chairman AIT 
Mike Story

COLL is preparing a bid to 

Skies’ island in a bid to boost the 
island’s tourist market.

Islanders have long extolled the 
virtues of Coll’s complete lack 
of street lights, meaning nothing 
interferes with the spectacular 
view of the stars and planets 
when darkness falls.

It is hoped that by obtaining 
‘Dark Sky’ status, the island 
would be able to attract amateur 
astronomers and tourists hoping 
to catch an unmatched view 
of the universe – or even the 
Northern Lights.

If successful, Coll would be 
only the second place in the UK, 
after Galloway Forest Park, to be 
awarded the status.

AS RECENTLY as February 
this year, baby Abbey Prosser 
was in Yorkhill Children’s 
Hospital in Glasgow for a major 
operation on her neck.

But just a few weeks later, the 
Oban infant has been named 
as The Oban Times’ Bonnie 
Baby for 2012 after sweeping 
the vote.

Abbey’s mum, Denise Mac-
coll, said she was delighted 
her daughter had won the 
competition after a ‘scary’ and 
emotional start to the year.

‘When I found out she had 
won I just screamed with 
excitement. I didn’t know what 
to say,’ said Denise.

‘The family are all delighted 

she won after what she has been 
through and it is a nice story to 
tell her when she is older. We 
want to thank everyone who 
voted for Abbey.’

father John Prosser, received 
£500 of shopping vouchers, 
courtesy of competition spon-
sors, The Co-operative.

Abbey, who will be one year 
old on May 23, also won a 
framed Bonnie Baby Competi-

Oban Times teddy bear.
Of the eight babies in the  

127 ahead of Willow Living-
stone of Mull, in second. Mull’s 
Ruaraidh Maclean was third.

NEWSDESK
01397 703003

Unexplained death
A 27-YEAR-old Oban man was 
found dead on Tuesday night at 
Donmor Lodge in the town.

Police described the incident 
as an ‘unexplained death’, 
while enquiries continue, but 
added there were no suspicious 
circumstances.

It is believed the death was 
possibly drugs related.
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THE COLLAPSE of a tabled 
offer for Taynuilt Hotel has 
reignited interest in a commu-
nity takeover of the premises.

While administrator RSM 
Tenon said it was discussing two 
alternative expressions of inter-

had been accepted had fallen 
through last week.  

Now residents of the village 
have reformed a community 
initiative to discuss the potential 
takeover and are inviting resi-
dents to a meeting in the hotel at 
7pm today (Thursday).

A statement from the commu-
nity group said: ‘Most people in 
Taynuilt were aware of the com-
munity initiative that was started 
in December 2011 to look at the 
purchase of the Taynuilt Hotel.

‘We put together a question-
naire that went round the 
whole community and gained 
overwhelming support for the 
initiative.

‘We propose to have another 
meeting at the Taynuilt Hotel to 
cover; whether to continue with 
a community buyout initiative; 
the company structure options, 
i.e. community interest com-
pany, co-operative or limited 
company; setting up a steering 
committee; raising the capital. 

‘We hope to see as many people 
as possible.’

Tourism expo raises expectation as interest in Argyll grows

ACHA aim 
for value 
for money
Housing provider 
answers critics

Taynuilt’s interest 
in hotel reignited

‘Blocked’ post 
boxes to reopen

New harbour 
master at Oban

Oban cinema 
job deadline 

College
students raise 
cash for Yorkhill

OBAN’S North Pier has a 
new Harbour Master. 

Vicki McKenzie was ap-
pointed to the post in April 
and her presence will ensure 
the town can continue ac-
cepting visiting international 
cruise boats.

She has completed her 
training as a Port Facility 

responsible for the day-to-
day running of three council 
operated ferry services.

EASDALE will be inundated 
with boats this weekend 
as the island’s annual RIB 
Rendezvous is set to take 
place.

May 5 and 6 will see almost 
40 RIBs head to Easdale 
for a weekend of ‘cruising 
in company’ followed by 
evening entertainment on 
the island itself.

Contact the Seafari ticket 

RIB Rendezvous 
set to hit Easdale 
this weekend

AN ARGYLL social housing 
provider says it has to consider 
best value after the use of con-
tractors from outside the county 
was criticised.
Best value for tenants’ money 

Readers contacted The Oban 
Times to express concern that 
Argyll Community Housing As-
sociation (ACHA) had brought 

to work alongside Helensburgh 
company, Stewart and Shields, 
on projects in Oban.

Critics say local contractors 
are ‘crying out’ for work and 
should have received preference, 
but ACHA’s chief executive, 
Alastair MacGregor points out 
his association has to get best 
value for its tenants’ money 
through its tendering process, 
which all companies are invited 
to participate in. 

Furthermore, a range of local 
businesses are already working 
on a number of contracts for the 
association, having previously 
submitted the best tender. 

Elizabeth Smith, of Barcal-
dine, said: ‘I would like to know 

why they have hired a Glasgow 

out for work.’ 
Another correspondent, said: 

‘ACHA has again employed 
outside contractors to carry 
out works on Oban housing for 
Oban people. Why?  

‘The local economy, particu-
larly in the construction sector, 
is experiencing a considerable 
downturn and here were have 
ACHA transferring money out 
of the town.’ 

Mr MacGregor said: ‘A range 

for the association on contracts 
they have won.  Companies 
such as M&K MacLeod, 
Lochgilphead, Neil McGou-
gan, Taynuilt, Oban Electrical  
Services and Kevan Brown, 
Tiree are all working on current 
contracts for the Association. 

tender list but, as I am sure you 
will appreciate, the Association 
has to get the best value it can 
for its tenants’ money.’

ARGYLL College students 
who organised an Easter 
Fun Day at Oban’s Atlantis 
Leisure have raised £500 for 
Yorkhill Children’s Founda-
tion.

Traditional Easter games 
and egg hunts were com-
bined on the day with other 
attractions such as beat the 
goalie, running competitions 
and Body Zorbing.

VOLUNTEERS battling to save 
children’s services in the Soroba 
area have stepped up their fund-
raising efforts.

Support
The Soroba Young Families 

Project Group, part of the 
Soroba Young Families nursery, 
provides childcare support for 
families with young children 
that require extra help.

On Sunday the group made 

£500 at a fun day in the Ar-
gyllshire Gathering Halls and 

a Ladies Night on May 18 in the 
Palace Hotel.

At the weekend families 
enjoyed a bouncy castle, face 
painting and browsing colourful 
jewellery and other trade stalls.

There was also a visit from 
the emergency services, as 

impressed the youngsters with 
their vehicles.

Jayne Donn, chairwoman 
of Soroba Young Families 
Group’s fundraising committee, 
explained the majority of the 
group’s funding came from its 
own fundraising initiatives.

She said: ‘Our group offers 
support to mothers with children 
under three who are referred to 
us from a doctor or social work.

‘Although we receive funding 
from Argyll and Bute Council, 
our income has been cut drasti-
cally, so events like the ones 
we are planning are essential to 
allow us to carry on.’

Jayne became involved with 

the work of the project group.
The mother of six received as-

sistance after going into hospital 
for a back operation. 

Sitting behind the wheel of a fire engine is a joy for Oban four-year-olds Cameron Crowe, left, and Carrick Hobson. 15_t18soroba01

Soroba families’ support fundraising steps up a gear

PARKING tickets have 
dropped by over 60 per cent 
on this time last year with 
less than 20 being issued in 
Oban since the new year.

Compared to 2011 when 
January to March saw 48 
tickets handed out to offend-

months of this year has only 
seen 18 issued.

The reduction in tickets 
follows the withdrawal of 

the town last September.
A meeting of Oban Com-

munity Council heard that 
‘residents now know they 
can park anywhere except 
double yellow lines for as 
long as they want without 
having to pay’.

No wardens  - no 
parking tickets

THE DEADLINE for ap-
plications for the manager’s 
post at Oban Pheonix 
Cinema has been extended 
to May 9.

CONCERNS over the blocking 
of postboxes in Oban have been 
troubling residents lately – with 
one man calling on councillors 
to step in.

Boxes at the top and bottom of 
Crannaig A Mhinister have been 
blocked off meaning elderly 
residents have to endure a long 
walk to the nearest box if they 
want to post a letter.

But a spokesman for Royal 
Mail told The Oban Times:
‘There is a problem with the 
locks on these postboxes which 
makes them unable to use. 

‘The fault has been reported to 
our maintenance people and the 
locks should be replaced in the 
next week or so.’

AIT represents, including Oban 
and Lorn Tourism Association, 
Islay and Jura Marketing, Heart 
of Argyll Tourism Association, 
Holiday Mull and Iona, Inveraray 

Continued from Page 6 Marketing Group and Food 
from Argyll. Since it started, 
AIT has operated under the 
motto ‘Stronger Together’, 
something Mr Story believes 
underpins the whole ethos 
behind Argyll and the Isles as 

a marketing brand. He said: 
‘I think having the Duke of 
Argyll on the stand was a big 
plus.  The Duchess of Argyll 
became one of our directors 
two weeks ago and she has been 
very hard working.  She wasn’t 

able to make it to the Expo so 
the Duke came instead. Nobody 
could really compete with that 
and it showed we’re working 
hard together.

‘We hope to have two good 
years before our success is 

measured. It is always tough 
in a recession – especially in a 
double-dip recession, but there 
are more international buyers 
out there than ever before.’

VisitScotland chairman, Mike 
Cantley, said: ‘Argyll and the 

Isles is more co-ordinated than 
we’ve seen for some time and 
the different communities have 
come together really well.

‘The AIT stall was excellent 
and the enthusiasm of the team 
was a factor in its success.’

Alleged house 
robber arrested
A 39-YEAR-old man and 
a 26-year-old woman have 
been arrested in connection 
with a robbery at a house in 
Combie Street, Oban.

A 58-year-old occupant 
of the house was allegedly 
threatened with a knife dur-
ing the incident between 
1.30am and 2.30am on 
Monday morning.

The assailants are accused 
of demanding money and 
stealing property after push-
ing the victim to the ground.

A 39-YEAR-old man has 
been charged with causing 
alarm by presenting an air 
weapon at a 26-year-old 
woman in Oban’s Combie 
Street in the early hours of 
Monday morning.

POLICE on Mull are seeking 
information in relation to an 
attempted theft from a ship-
ping container at Balmacara, 
Dervaig.

The incident occurred be-
tween 7pm last Monday and 
8am the following morning.

It was clear that the con-
tainer, which is used to store 
diesel and plant equipment, 
had been tampered with 
during that period.

Anyone with any informa-
tion should contact PC Don-
ald MacCuish at Tobermory 
Police Station.

A WOMAN, who was 
stopped and searched by 
police in Main Street, 
Tobermory, Isle of Mull 
was allegedly found to be 
in possession of cocaine at 
11.30pm on Saturday.

The 22 year old is subject 
of a report to the procurator 

Man caused 
alarm with gun

Attempted theft 
at Dervaig

Cocaine charge 
in Tobermory

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Burnside Joiners & Builders
M.R.C, Barcaldine, near Oban and 5 Mill Lane, Oban

Mob: 077191 58777   Office: 01631 720789 Home: 01631 720700
www.burnside-builders.co.uk    mmckay796@btinternet.com

Cabin Shed 8x6 starting from 
only £545. We offer prices to 
suit all pockets.
ALL OUR WORK IS CARRIED OUT BY
EXPERIENCED JOINERS
Large or small space – we will try to 
accommodate your needs
Repairs also carried out on 
existing shed roofs.

• Wooden chalets • Garages
• Summer Houses • Stables
• Green Houses • Fencing
• Decking

Drop in and pay us a visit at Unit 5 Mill Lane next to Hazelbank 
Motors or at our workshop at MRC c/o Barcaldine, Oban

OPEN

SATURDAY 

9am - 2pm

All types of Joinery work undertaken
Construction houses, offices, 
loft conversions, renovations, 
fitted kitchens.

DEADMAU5

BIFFY CLYRO

MUMFORD & SONS

ED SHEERAN

8th – 10th June 2012

WIN TICKETS TO

Get set for the Highlands’ premier music festival – RockNess.
This year’s dazzling line up of incredible acts includes headliners Biffy Clyro, 
Mumford & Sons, Deadmau5, Justice, Ed Sheeran and Friendly Fires, plus 
The View, Metronomy, Chic feat Nile Rodgers, Wretch 32, The Drums and 
Kassidy. The new Arcadia UFO stage is set to land with electronic dance 

class comedy acts have also been announced, headlined by international 
superstar Tim Minchin. Visit www.rockness.co.uk

To celebrate the start of the festival season, 
The Oban Times has two pairs of weekend 
tickets with camping up for grabs. 

To enter, simply collect two tokens 
– here is token one.  Token two will 
be printed next week, May 10.  Full 
details on how to send in your tokens 
in next week’s Oban Times.   TO K EN

O
N

E

Each ticket 
is worth 

£159.
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YOUTH FOOTBALL

Saints youths - 
results and fixtures

LAST weekend’s results: Plate 
competition - Under 13s 4, 
Lenzie 2. Jay Cooper netted all 
four goals for Saints.
 League game - Under 13s 3, 
Lenzie 2. Saints scorers were 
Zander Kilmurray, Jay Cooper 
and Owen Neilson.

- Clydebank 1, Under 14s 0.
League game - Under 15s 0, 

Allander Colts 2.

16s 2, Clydebank Phoenix 1. 
Ryan MacDougall scored both 
goals for Saints.

Thursday: League game - Blair 
Thistle v Under 13s; Under 14s 
no game; Saturday - League 

Allander Colts; 
Sunday: League game - Under 

16s v Lenzie Youth.

GOLF

OVER  35s  FOOTBALL

RUGBY
THE PROGRAMME of events 
to celebrate Oban Lorne Rugby 
Football Club’s 50th anniversary 
year is coming together. 

There will be a veterans’ 
match on the evening of Friday, 
August 31, followed by youth, 
ladies and senior rugby matches 
the next day. 

The anniversary dinner will 
be held on Saturday, September 
1 in the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls, where Bill Nolan 
(Scotland IRB representative 
and Oban Lorne honorary 
member) and John Beattie 
(former Scotland and British 
Lion player and BBC sport 
presenter) will be among the 
speakers.

TRIALISTS completed the 
double in this year’s Oban 
Over-35s League competitions 

7-4 in the league cup.
Trialists, who recently secured 

the league title, had beaten 

while Teachers had beaten West 
Coast Massive 7-4.

Next season is scheduled to 
start up again in September.

THE ISLE of Seil Golf Club 
teed off the season with a three 
club competition a fortnight 
ago. Brien Dickey was the 
winner with a net 71.
 The club hut which blew away 
during the end of year gales is 
in the process of reconstruction.

EASDALE carpet bowls club 
brought its season to a close 
with its annual prize giving and 
social last Friday. Ian MaColl 
and Colin Campbell won the 
doubles, Graham Campbell 
won the singles and Brien 
Dickey won the Hughie Brown 
handicap competition.

50th anniversary
programme

Double up for 
Trialists

Season gets 
underway at Seil

CARPET BOWLS

Prizes given out
at Easdale

ONE POOL player from the 
region that covers Argyll and the 
islands will be given a place at 
this year’s World Eightball Pool 
Championship in Blackpool next 
month.

The representative from region 

be chosen at a tournament to be 
held in Oban’s Balmoral Hotel 
today (Thursday) and contested 
by 20 invited players.

The winner of the tournament, 
which starts at 3pm, will be 
granted a place at the event in 
Blackpool’s Imperial Hotel on 
June 24 and 25.

Oban’s Laura Ann Sneddon, 
who is organising the event, 
said: ‘Due to the hard work from 
both organisers and players, the 
newly formed Scottish Eightball 

World Eightball Pool Champion-
ships.

‘This is a fantastic opportunity 
for the 10 locals to battle it out 
for the coveted spot and we 
would welcome supporters for 
the event at the Balmoral Hotel.’

not take part in the team event 
but they will gain a world singles 
place. 

They will be given their hotel 
accommodation in Blackpool 
and entry fees as part of winning 
the local tournament next week.

The world championships will 
be aired on Sky Sports.

POOL

World Eightball Pool place up for grabs

Thursday
Scottish Amateur League 

Premier Division
St Joseph’s FP 0
Oban Saints 3

of two games in three days 
when they travelled to take on 
St Joseph’s FP at William Street 
Park in Duntocher last Thursday 
evening and it was a very happy 
squad that arrived back home at 
11pm with a well deserved 3-0 
win under the belts.
The visitors started off well 

and passed up a couple of good 
chances before Donald Campbell 
got on the end of a Willie Gem-
mell pass to dink the ball over St 
Joes keeper Stephen Harkness in 
the 25th minute.
Both teams then contrived to 

miss good scoring opportuni-
ties, Willie Gemmell being the 
culprit for Saints and Kevin 

Seagrave for the home side.
Saints got off to a great start 

in the second half with a goal 
in the third mintue when Don-
ald Campbell crossed for his 
strike partner Craig MacEwan 
who scored with a well placed 
header.
Saints killed the game off as a 

contest in the 63rd minute when 

right foot shot which was saved 
by the keeper, but the ball fell 
kindly for Asen Gaydradzhiev 
and the Bulgarian striker buried 
it past the helpless keeper to 
make the score 3-0.
The home side pushed forward 

to try and get back into the game  
and put the visitors under pres-
sure but the Saints rearguard 
were in great form and they held 
out reasonably comfortably for 
a hard-fought and impressive 
away victory.

Saturday
Scottish Amateur Division 

Premier League
Inverclyde 3

Oban Saints 4
SAINTS played their second 
game in three days when they 
travelled to Parklea to take on 
Inverclyde and what should 
have been a comfortable victory 

a 4-1 lead slip to 4-3.
Saints opened the scoring 

yard free kick into the net, just 
the start the Oban lads were 
looking for.
The visitors were playing 

some great football but scorned 
a number of good chances to 
increase their lead.
However, on the 18 minute 

mark they netted again when 

Donnald Campbell made a great 

crossing for Asen who scored 
with a well placed header.
The Oban side were in complete 

control at this stage but again 
they failed to covert a couple of 
excellent chances. 
Craig MacEwan hit the bar and 
Donnald Campbell hit the post.
Inverclyde pulled a goal back 

with a great strike from Steven 
Morris just after half time.
Saints then restored their two 

goal advantage when Donnald 
Campbell netted from the pen-
alty spot then Lewis Cameron 
scored to make it 4-1.
It should have been game over, 

but Inverclyde scored two late 
goals through Gary Baird to 
make it a nervous few minutes 
at the end.
  However Saints managed 
to hold out for another very 

important away win. 
This Saturday the Oban side 

take on Postal United. The game 
will be played at Glencruitten 
with a 2pm kick-off.

Six away points out of six as Saints hit the road

Willie Gemmell

THERE was a home winner at 
a 5k race in Oban last Tuesday 

in the second Atlantis Race 
Series event of 2012.

The course was run from Cor-
ran Halls to Ganavan and back.

James Tulley was second in 17.18 
and Gregor MacGregor was 
third in 17.53. First woman was 
Jess Halliday in 21.38, second 
was Raeanna Miller in 22.23 and 
third Joanne MacGuire 23:29.

There were 41 runners overall, 
The next event is a 10k around 

Loch Creran at the end of May - 
a new event for the 2012 season.

RUNNING

Smith wins 2nd 
Atlantis race

GOLF
Taynuilt Golf Club

Gents

Medal April 29: 1 Fraser Inglis, 
62 (6); 2 Kenny MacGregor, 64 
(18); 3 Stuart Scott, 64 (13); 4 
Hugh Nicolson, 65 (12).
Ladies
Captain’s Prize and Medal on 
April 24: 1 Carol MacLarty, 62 
(19); 2 Liz Mudie, 65 (34); 3 Sue 
Asher, 66 (36).

Glencruitten
Isis Cup: 1 James Muir, 64 – 4 
= 60; 2 Kevin MacKie, 63 – 2 = 
61.
Captain of Dunstaffnage: Win-
ner - James Scott, 70 – 12 = 58; 
Runner-up - Samuel Jackson 88 
– 28 = 60. 
Tobermory
THE NINE-hole Grandparents 
Trophy, in the men’s section, was 
won by John Wilshire with 18 
points. Runner up was Donald 
Brown snr 17 points and third 
Graham Davidson 17 points.

The Jimmy Reid Memorial 
Trophy which is a Tombstone 
Format was won by Andrew 

18th green. 

Islay
Higginbotham Trophy: 1 David Liv-
ingstone 39pts; 2 Charles Holyoake 
37pts; 3 Lachlan Gairns 36pts. Css 
71
Laphroaig Trophy: 1 Norman Mac-
Donald 36pts; 2 Neil Johnston 33pts; 
3 Lachlan Gairns 33pts. Css 74
Hunter Trophy: 1 Norman MacDon-
ald, 74 less 3 net 71; 2 Gordon Ross, 
97 less 23 net 74; 3 Keith MacDon-
ald, 80 less 6 net 74. Css 74

Islay hosts rugby event
MORE THAN 60 young rugby players from 
Oban, Kintyre and Islay gathered at the 

time, the Islay Rugby Gathering. 
The event, hosted by Islay High School, 

aimed to encourage playing numbers in 
Argyll and help develop partnership work-
ing between the rugby clubs.

The players were split into their two age 
sections: under-14, who played Kintyre/ 
Islay v Oban, and under-16, who played in a 
round robin format with Oban, Kintyre and 
Islay.

Oban comfortably beat Kintyre/ Islay in 
the under-14 game while Kintyre eased past 

Islay fought hard in their second game to 

ended in a 17-17 draw between Oban and 
Kintyre.

THE OBAN Express Primary 
Football League convened once 
more on Sunday in glorious 
conditions at the high school 
pitch with the seniors utilising 
the 3G with their three 7 a-side 
pitches and the youngsters 
continuing on the grass in their 
fun fours.

The seniors opened their 
matches with a Lochgilphead 
Red Star win against Thistle 
with Jake Young and Joseph 
Harper netting without reply. 
In a good day for the Star they 
went on to record two further 
victories with Jake Young 
scoring the only goal against 
the All Stars and Ewan Litster 
producing the late winner past 
Lochnell’s goalkeeper Gary Mc-
Cuish to send the boys down the 
A816 with a 100 per cent record.
Lochnell had earlier defeated 
the Lochgilphead Scorpions 

end football. Despite some great 
saves from Alastair Cupples 
trying to keep the waves of 
attacks from Lochnell at bay 
they had four individual scorers 
in Stewart MacAllister, Sandy 
Bavington, Scott Rowley and 
Finlay Bennett without reply.

In their next match Lochnell 
and Thistle cancelled one 

Lochnell went two up with goals 
from Bennett and Rowley.

However the Thistle lads 
dug in and a double from Keir 
MacLean levelled for the 

-
tion on a really close game.
Thistle had earlier recorded a 
win over Wasps with MacLean 
going one better than before 
and grabbing a hat trick, a Rory 
Dowd double and a good goal 
from Cameron Hill.

The Wasps had earlier 
matched up to Tralee and found 
themselves on the losing 

Tralee’s Ryan Henricksen, 
Stuart Black and Dougie 
MacDonald ensured the win. 
The youngest of the Saints 
teams, 03, started their day 
with a goalless draw against 
the Galaxy with both teams 
well matched as ever. The 03s 
then had Tralee pinned back for 
long spells before Adam Munro 
opened the scoring with a strike 
into the bottom corner. Tralee 
fought back and found an equal-
iser just before half time when 

half sub Garry McIvor made 
a big impact for the 03s and 
came up with the winner
The 03s then recorded the result 
of the day against the Jags. 

A Connor Moore hat 

The year older Saints 02 had a 
busy schedule of four games the 

and a bright start saw Lewis 
Campbell net twice but the Jags 
fought back with a consolation 
goal from Finlay Lawson.

Next up was Galaxy who bat-
tled hard but found themselves 
down to two goals apiece 
from Jude Bain and Aiden 
MacPhee before a cracking 
goal from Euan Logan.
All Stars came calling next and 
the 02s opened the scoring when 
Lennon Campbell squared for 
Jamie Turner to slot home but 
late in the match Andy Ritchie 
created space and smashed 
home a late equaliser.

Their last match was a crack-
ing game against Tralee who 
took the lead through Stuart 
Black but the Saints eventually 
found the way past an inspired 
goalkeeping display from 
Dougie MacDonald when Lewis 

top corner, before Jude Bain and 
Cameron Clark sealed the win.

Scorpions also had four 
matches on the day and had 
opened with a great 4 - 2 win 
over the All Stars with Cameron 
Williamson having his shooting 
boots on and netting all four 
goals and Ruaraidh Horne scor-
ing the All Stars’ two. If only 
Williamson had kept the boots 
on there might have been a win-
ner in Scorpions match with Jags 

-

win over Galaxy and had Jamie 
Munro, Tyler Robertson and 
Craig Millar on the score sheet.
The much anticipated debut for 
Swifts was the last game moving 
up to seven-a-side from the fours 
format in a trial match against 
the Wasps who played very 
sportingly against their young 

way past the excellent Swifts 
goalkeeper Ewan Mcfadyen, 
until a second half double from 
Josh MacInnes. Swifts got a 
well-deserved consolation goal 

Campbell latched onto a loose 
ball and smashed home with the 

goals for the Swifts.
The league now takes a break 

for two weeks and will resume 
at the same venue on Sunday, 
May 20.

PRIMARY FOOTBALL

Primary footballers snatch 
points before May break

TAYNUILT faced a much-im-
proved Yoker side on Saturday 

league game of the season.
The previous league meeting 

saw Taynuilt win 6-0 at a hostile 
Blairdardie Parks. However, the 
Yoker team had been completely 
overhauled and replaced with 
tricky, hard working oppenents. 

Taynuilt had some new faces 
of their own, however, with 
Steven Fox, Dean Smith, El-
liot Dougall and Dene Cassells 
coming in to bolster the squad 
ahead of a series of forthcoming 
cup games.

On a hard and uneven surface 
at Glencruitten, it was Taynuilt 
making best use of the ball in 
the opening 10 minutes. The 

after excellent work from Dene 
Cassells on the right hand side. 
His square ball left Smith with 
only the keeper to beat but he 
was denied by a remarkable 
save. 

On 15 minutes Taynuilt were 
forced into making an early 
change when Elliot Dougall 
got a nasty gash above his left 
eye. Kris Gillies replaced him, 
partnering Dean Smith. 

At the other end, Ben Pollock 
wasn’t troubled and any attacks 
were thwarted by the makeshift 
centre defence pairing of Craig 
Campbell and Steven McLeod. 

Taynuilt took the game to 
Yoker in the 2nd half with Cas-
sells and Scott Maitland making 
great driving runs. Maitland hit 
the upright on the 63rd minute 
from a powerful drive from 
outside the box but just 10 
minutes later Taynuilt made the 
breakthrough. A free kick into 
the box fell to Craig Campbell, 
who smashed it into the bottom 
right hand corner for his 15th 
goal of the season. 

Both teams looked to be suf-
fering from heavy legs as this 

the remaining minutes. 
Final score - Taynuilt 1 Yoker 0

Next week Taynuilt are away 
to Knightswood in the quarter 

team then has three important 

The Yoker defence clear their lines, as Taynuilt’s Dene Cassells, 
Kris Gillies and Stephen Fox prepare to pounce on any mistakes. 

07_t18tayam01

FOOTBALL

league tie
Craig Campbell nets winner

SAILING
GLENCOE Boat Club will hold 
their annual regatta on Saturday, 
June 16 as the showpiece for its 
40th anniversary celebrations.

The club is planning various 
events throughout the year, 
culminating with a club dinner 
in October.

The club was formed in 1972 
to encourage boating and other 
aquatic sports in the Loch Leven 
area. The regatta, the central 
event in the calendar, attracts 
competitive yachtsmen and 
women from around the west 
coast. 

The event features yacht and 

dinghy racing and culminates with the annual dinner 
and prize giving.

The build up to the big day will begin on Friday, June 
15 with the passage race from Oban Bay to Ballachul-
ish. 

Always a popular event, the 30 mile race usually in-

on the Onich side of the Ballachulish Bridge allowing 
boats to motor against the tidal race under the bridge 
the last mile or two to the clubhouse.

The regatta will see two classes of keel boats and the 

The three racing groups have a morning race, which 
can last a couple of hours depending on conditions. 

back up to towards the Ballachulish Bridge, rounding 
the famous Glencoe burial islands in the process. 

More information on www.glencoeboatclub.org

Glencoe regatta set June date 
with passage race from Oban

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£850

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

D Holydare
Port Ellen, Islay

I MacDougall
Soroba Rd, Oban

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

Competition

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now 
look carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you think the 
centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on 
this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per 

week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross 
must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry 
will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded 
that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into 
by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 

void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the 
price of the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at 
that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and 

any person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to 
enter.
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MacGillivary wins 
at Fort William 
Golf Club  

REPORT BY 
RICHARD HADDOCK

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

GOLF

MOUNTAIN BIKING

10-PIN BOWLING

SAILING

McCombie takes 
10-stroke win at 
Dragon’s Tooth

FOOTBALL

BOXING

Makeshift
line-up go 
down to 
Deveronvale
‘To have only 14 players available for 
a home game is very disappointing’ 
- Manager Danny Conlon

Weather
Thursday Sunny
 Winds light north-westerly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 14ºC

Friday Sunny
 Winds moderate north north-easterly
 Temperatures 7ºC to 10ºC.

Weekend Cloudy, followed by sunny intervals
Outlook Winds light northerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 9ºC.

.
Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Calm
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Calm
Kennacraig to Islay  Calm

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, May 3, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  03.11 3.5 09.42 1.1 15.50      3.5        21.37  0.8  
Fri  03.58 3.8 10.26 0.8 16.27 3.7        22.29    0.6
Sat  04.41 4.0 11.08 0.6 17.06      3.9        23.18     0.4
Sun  05.24 4.1 11.50 0.4 17.47      4.0           **.**    *.*
Mon  00.06 0.3 06.05 4.0 12.33   0.4 18.29     4.1
Tues  00.55 0.3 06.49 3.9 13.17 0.4 19.12    4.0
Wed  01.44 0.4 07.38 3.7 14.03 0.6 19.58     3.8
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

8

10

FRIDAY

15

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

FORT William Golf Club’s 
Captain’s Prize competition on 
Saturday saw David MacGil-
livray take a three shot win.

MacGillivray’s net round of 74 
was enough to see off the chal-
lenge of Alex McSorely, who sot 
a 77. James Duncan also went 

DRAGON’S Tooth Golf Club’s 
April medal competition saw 
Scott McCombie pick up a com-
fortable 10-stroke victory.

McCombie’s net round of 58 
was more than enough to give 
him victory ahead of Graham 
Lobb. The ladies stableford 
competition at the Ballachulish 
club was won by Sue Watson by 

Results 
April medal: 
1, Scott McCombie 83-25=58; 
2, Graham Lobb 82-14=68; 
3, John Buchan 79-10=69. 
Ladies – 
1, Sue Watson 17 pts; 
2, Marylin MacDonald 12 pts; 
3, Kate Ward 8 pts

IT WAS a blustery start to the 
racing season at the Glencoe 
Boat Club on Wednesday 
evening when four boats took to 
the water to kick of the 21-race 
keelboat point series.

Stuart Robertson on ‘Aperitif’ 

and held his lead for most of the 
race.

Despite a knock down with 
winds gusting over 30 knots, 

take line honours with David 
Cooper’s Trapper 28 ‘Redwing’ 
close behind. 

On adjusted time, the Trapper 
won, with Bob and Jean Aitken’s 
‘Didima 4’ coming second and 
‘Aperitif’ third.

Details of Club activities in-
cluding the Regatta in June can 
be found on the web site www.
glencoeboatclub.org.

Glencoe Boat Club 
off to racing start

Early lead in 10-pin 
bowling league

AFTER two weeks of play in the 
Lochaber ten-pin bowling single 
leagues at the Nevis Centre Tony 
Whitelocke leads Pam Wellar by 
two points in the scratch divi-
sion.

Tim Attack sits two points 
further back in third place on 21 
points.

Rossamy Wareing, Sandy 
McIntosh and Tim Attack are 
locked on 20 points at the top of 
the handicap competition.

The top scratch game was 
a 189 from Tim Attack. Tim 
also had the highest two game 
scratch series with 324, and also 
rolled the top handicap two game 
series of 436.

Total scratch pinfall so far is 
led by Tony Whitelocke with 
626 followed by Pam Weller 
with 611 and Tim Attack in third 
with 569.

SPORTS DESK
01397 703003

Lochaber host
annual 7s 
tournament

RUGBY
LOCHABER Rugby Club host 
their annual Seven-a-Side Tour-
nament this Saturday at Banavie, 
with eight teams competing for 
the Quaich.

The teams competing this 
year are Lochaber 1st XV, 
Lochaber Golden Oldies, Mull, 
Oban, Highland, Northern Con-
stabulary and The Fire Brigade 
and Aberdeen-shire. Last year’s 
winners The Black Watch are 
unable to attend as they are 
on annual leave after recently 
returning from Iraq.

Club captain Kenny Turnbull 
is looking forward to a good day 

the pitch drainage problems, but 
he hopes that all being well this 
will not be an issue on Saturday 
and the rain will stay away.

Hot and cold refreshments are 
available all day with live music 
and entertainment later in the 
evening. Everyone is welcome 
to come along and play kicks off 
at 12noon.

Fort William 
reserves win over 
Ross County

CRiCKET
WITH Fort William Circket 
Club’s senior game called off 
due to rain in Huntly, the reserve 
side took centre stage and took a 
58-run victory over Ross County 
at the BA Club.

a shaky start at 11-2 after seven 
overs, but Davy Duncan and 
Ronnie Maclean teamed up and 
they had added a reserve team 
record of 85 for the third wicket.

before a clatter of wickets saw 

Brown’s home debut was marked 

well supported by Scott Calam, 
he saw Fort to the close on 166-9. 
New captain Col Lavin opened 
the bowling and clean bowled 
Ross Rae, but James Blake 

began to look dangerous. They 
were both soon bowled and Fort 
seemingly in control at 60-5. Roy 
Fraser scored 24 for County but 
his side were bowled out for 108. 
Peter Shepherd took two wickets 
in two balls and Tom Findlay 

club. 
Lavin said: ‘This was a great 

team effort and a good start to 
the season. The bowling and 

difference was the wonderful 
stand between Ronnie Maclean 
and Davy Duncan.’

NOVICE Lochaber middleweight 
boxer Scott Lawrie lit up a boxing 
show in Kilmarnock by knocking 
out his opponent within 30 seconds 
on Friday night.

Lochaber Phoenix Boxing Cub 

year-old 
James Aitchison to Ayrshire for 

Northwest ABC’s show.
Lawrie rocked Scott Dickson 

in the opening exchange, with 
the 22-year-old showing good 

the referee with no alternative but 
to stop the contest. Dickson 

showed tremendous bravery but 
was no match for the power and 
aggression of Lawrie. 

Aitchison featured in the penul-
timate bout of the night against 
Northwest’s Kieron MacMaster, 
and neither boxer disappointed, 
keeping the crowds were on their 
feet for the duration. 

Home favourite MacMaster 
came out throwing bombs at an 
incredible rate, but Aitchison re-
fused to concede ground, holding 
the centre of the ring and working 
at the same high rate. 

Aitchison produced an incredible 
onslaught in the last round to have
MacMaster hanging on for the 

bell, but the decision of the local 
judges went to MacMaster by a 
single point. 

Club spokesman Steve Docherty 
said: ‘This is the second week in a 
row that James has lost by a single 
point but while last week it was 
understandable as the bout was so 
close, this decision was very unfair 
on a young boxer who showed 

desire in abundance. Next season 
we truly believe James will get the 
just rewards for all his hard work.’

Robbie Hall took on Harry 
Lowe and continued to show great 
potential. The 12-year-old only 

month ago but is already showing 
a rare maturity. He was always a 
step ahead of Lowe and controlled 
the action with a sharp jab ensur-
ing he had the last word in every 
exchange.

Igor Sliwinski faced British 
champion Connor Greenan and 
ran him desperately close. Greenan 
found himself backpeddling often 
as the 15-year-old Sliwinski boxed 
superbly. After three close rounds 
the decision narrowly went to the 
Irvine boxer but the Fort Wil-
liam boxer will have learned an 
enormous amount from this bout 
and appears to have a huge future 
ahead of him.

Phoenix Boxing Club’s Scott Lawrie stuns 
Kilmarnock crowd with 30 second knockout

FORT William’s threadbare 
squad was stretched to the limit 
last weekend with just 14 play-
ers available on the match day 
for manager Danny Conlon to 
choose from.

The Lochaber side suffered 
a heavy defeat, going down 
6-0 to Deveronvale at Claggan. 
Manager Danny Conlon was 

up with senior players such as 
Sean Grant, Lewis Campbell, 
Chris Macleod and captain Andy 
Martin all missing.

Inverurie Loco Works will 
provide another tough challenge 
when they visit Claggan Park, 
and Conlon will be hoping to 

regulars back as they strive 
to pick up points before the 
season’s end.

Conlon told The Oban Times 
his makeshift side had not 
performed well enough against 
Deveronvale.

He said: ‘We were just never 
at the races; we never competed 
with them. We spoke before 
the game about their set pieces, 
and not giving space to the boy 
who comes up from the back for 
them, but we just didn’t do it and 
he had a free header which led to 
the penalty.

‘We were really disappoint-
ing on the day. I didn’t think 
Deveronvale were a particularly 
great side, they are pretty strong 
in most areas, but we hardly had 
any players with pass marks.’

Fort conceded a penalty in the 

opening minutes when Mark 
Gillespie handballed, but almost 
made it to half time at 1-0 but 

before the break.
The one-way pressure con-

tinued and despite efforts from 
Iain Maclellan and a powerful 
strike from Darren Quigg, Fort 
could not prevent Deveronvale 
increasing their lead.

Fort will play their penulti-
mate game of the season when 

Formartine United come to 
Lochaber for an afternoon kick 
off on Monday.

Conlon continued: ‘At the 
moment we seem to put in one 
good performance and the next 
week we’re pretty poor, so who 
knows? If we can get a stronger 
squad available for the last three 
games hopefully we can get 
something from them.

‘I was really disappointed with 
the lack of commitment from 
some players. Its bad enough for 
an away game but for a home 
game to only have 14 players 
available is very disappointing.’

Fort midfielder Michael Gillespie rises above Craig Cowie to win the header 20_f18foot01

A NORTH Ballachulish rider is 

ever downhill mountain bike 
race.

Tom MacMahon was compet-
ing the newly formed ‘Outdoor 
Capital of the UK Lochaber’ 
team at the Scottish Downhill 
Association event at Inner-
leithen. 

Other riders in the new team 
also did Lochaber proud. 

Alastair MacLellan, 13, came 
fourth in the juveniles, Keir 
Copeland, 15, was 22nd in the 
youth category, while 16 year-
olds Lachlan Blair and Sean 
Petig 16, came third and 21st, re-
spectively, in the junior section.
Tom’s mum Mairi told The 
Oban Times said further local 

business support would be 
greatly appreciated.

She said: ‘Nevis Cycles, No 
Fuss Events and Outdoor Capi-
tal UK sponsor team already, 
but the team are in real need of 
any further sponsors willing to 
help the local boys become a 
force to be reckoned with.’

The next SDA race is at Glen-
coe on Sunday, May 20. Any 
potential sponsors can contact 
Mairi on 01855 821 498. 

Outdoor Capital Team bike 
competes at Innerleithen
Ballachulish rider fifth in first competitive event

Tom MacMahon came fifth in his first race at Innerleithen

£5.00
DISCOUNT VOUCHER
(CUT OUT AND BRING TO STORE)

WHEN YOU SPEND

OVER £30
(EXCLUDES NEW REPLICA PRODUCT)
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MAY 27th, 2012
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