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ASK FOR
A FREE 
TRIAL

CONTACT LENSES FOR ACTIVE TEENSPublic Meeting
Yes?
No?
Don’t Know?

Get Informed
The Independence 
Referendum
Guest Speakers:
Michael Russell MSP
John Ainslie CND
Iain MacCormick

Chair:
Breege Smyth

Argyllshire
Gathering Halls
Oban
28th April @ 7pm
Organised by Yes, Lorn and the Isles

Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant

Join us for Dinner  
Either a la Carte or 5 course Prix Fixe

Overlooking the harbour 
Gallanach Road • Oban • 01631 562087

www.manorhouseoban.com

PRESSURE is growing on NHS 
Highland to get Oban’s dental 
hospital up and running after 
another deadline to agree a 
contract for its operation passed.

Nearly nine months have gone 
by since the dental suite at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital was 
completed by the health board, 
but negotiations with the Argyll 
Square Dental Practice to run it 
continue to stall.

Argyll and Bute Community 
Health Partnership (CHP) is 
due to meet this week, when 
there will be an update on 
negotiations, but The Oban 
Times understands the hitch 
remains the recent reduction in 
the number of dentists practising 
at the surgery from three to two.

Oban councillor Elaine 
Robertson was one of the key 

new dental hospital and she 
admits she’s saddened by the 
protracted delays in seeing it 
open to the public.

She said: ‘I’m really 
disappointed this is taking 
so long.  I know everyone is 
working on it, but I ask the 
question at every CHP meeting.

‘Until we get everything 

The MacIntyre sisters from Scammadale met up with the Easter bunny at Barcaldine Community Association’s annual Easter fayre in 
Sutherland’s Grove on Saturday. The sisters, from left, Sara, aged nine, Becca, eight, Kirsty, 11, and Emma, four, wore their entries to 

the Easter bonnet competition. The many visitors to the fayre enjoyed a sunny day out in the forest and took part in an egg hunt, splat 
the rat and other competitions. 16_t17easter01

TOURISM body VisitScotland could return to its 
former home in Oban’s Argyll Square as it reveals 
it is in talks with parties interested in sharing the 
building.

A leaky roof caused a section of plasterwork to 
fall from the ceiling of the former St Columba’s 
Church in 2011, causing the organisation to close 
it to the public and seek alternative premises.  

At the time, VisitScotland said it had intended 
to sell the building as it could not afford the repair 
bill, understood to be in the region of £500,000.

It temporarily relocated to Caledonian 
MacBrayne’s terminal on Railway Pier before 
moving into its current, smaller, home on the 
corner of the Columba Hotel on the North Pier.

And while the new centre welcomed an 
estimated 145,000 tourists in the 2013/14 year 
- compared to approximately 159,000 at the St 

Columba’s Church in 2010 - it says the reduction 
can mainly be put down to industry-wide trends 
as opposed to the change in address.

However, it says it is ‘currently assessing’ its 
options, with many tourists complaining that the 

A spokesperson for the organisation, which 

‘VisitScotland continues to be committed to 
maintaining the Argyll Square Church - including 

other potential uses for the remaining space. 
‘We have been in active discussions with a 

number of parties who have shown an interest 
in sharing the premises and will shortly be 
advertising such opportunities to ensure the 
selection of potential co-tenants is fair and 
transparent. 

‘We have also recently met with Argyll and 
Bute Council to discuss such opportunities 
accordingly.

‘We are aware that the new VisitScotland 
Information Centre is smaller than the area within 
the church, but there were no suitable alternative 
premises available at the time. 

‘The overall footfall space required for the 
number of visitors to Oban VIC is a matter we are 
currently assessing as we look at all the potential 
options available.’

Linda Battison, chairwoman of the Oban and 
Lorn Tourism Association, said: ‘I would hope 
that if they do move, they remain in a prominent 
position - and that they don’t [share with someone 
who would] compete with businesses already in 
the town.  They’re not retailers, they’re a source of 
information and that’s how it should remain.’

KILLIN Medical Practice 
says it is ‘not unaware’ of the 
problems created by a series of 

recent months, including staff 
departures and a referral to the 
GMC.

Residents of the Killin 

expressed concerns about the 
time it now takes to get an 
appointment at the surgery, 
following a series of incidents 

that coincided with the open-
ing of a new pharmacy in the 
village last year.

Some are waiting more than 
a week to get an appointment, 
up from a day’s wait or so last 
year. Not only has one of the 
practice’s doctors left, but Dr 
David Syme, a partner, has 
been restricted to working 
one day a week by the General 
Medical Council (GMC) fol-
lowing a referral in November. 

He is also unable to prescribe 
opiates, sleeping pills or 
hypnotics until after a hearing, 
likely to be heard later in the 
year.

That leaves the practice with 
one full-time GP, with locums 
employed to try and cover the 
shortfall. The practice’s district 
nurse has also left, limiting or 
ending some outreach services.
While a replacement has been 
brought in, services will be re-

introduced gradually as she is 
trained to the same standard.

Dr Syme said the series of 
incidents has no real relation to 
the opening of the pharmacy, 
which resulted in the closure of 
the surgery’s dispensary, but 
said the surgery was working to 
try and resolve the problems.

‘We are not unaware of the 
problems and we are taking 
steps to try and sort things 
out,’ he said.

after workers trimming hedges 
at the roadside were told to ‘cut 
it out’.

KN Network Services caused 
miles of tailbacks on the A85 

tailbacks stretching from the 
Bealach an Righ to Poppies 
Garden Centre as they cut 
back hedges and grass between 
Dunbeg and Oban using a trac-
tor-mounted trimmer.

So bad was the congestion 

to Oban to take full advantage 
of the good weather were quick 
to vent their frustrations to the 

were under contract from BEAR 
Scotland, to clear off.

It is understood BEAR 
Scotland’s contract with KN 
Network Services stipulated 
work shouldn’t be carried out on 
bank holidays, a request that was 
ignored by KN.

Oban police’s Inspector 
Julie McLeish said: ‘We became 

contacted BEAR Scotland and 
spoke with the guys carrying out 
the work, who packed up and left 
without objection.’

Andrew Gibson of KN 
Network Services said: ‘Unfor-
tunately, these works were not 
rescheduled as requested. We 
apologise to motorists for any 
inconvenience and have taken 
steps to ensure the situation does 
not arise again.’

BEAR Scotland, meanwhile, 
say they are in discussions with 
KN to ensure no repeats of the 
incident throughout the verge 
trimming programme.

OBAN Hospice supports at 
least a third of cancer sufferers 
in Lorn and the islands, board 
members have reported. 

patients with long-term or ter-
minal conditions 95 per cent of 
the time and the relatives’ room 
was used by 50 families in the 
last year, volunteers heard at the 
recent AGM. 

Lorn and Islands Hospital’s day 
hospice facility treated between 
three and eight people each 
week, to provide families with 

Argyll and Bute Council seat in the mutli-member ward four, Oban 
South and the Isles.

standing down last month as a protest against the SNP Government’s 
stance on the law of corroboration. Mr Hall, who quit the party in 
May last year, is a notable absentee from the list of candidates, having 
initially planned to contest the by-election as an independent.

The candidates are: John MacGregor, North Connel, Independent; 
Neil MacIntyre, Oban, Labour; Iain Stewart MacLean, North Connel, 
SNP; David Pollard, Aros, Mull, Liberal Democrats; Andrew 
Vennard, Oban, Conservative.

The election will be on the same day as the European elections on 
Thursday, May 22.

signed off, it cannot progress. It 
is a grave concern and I hope it’s 
a minor point that needs ironed 
out.  

‘It’s such a shame because 
it is a wonderful facility and 
everything has been catered for.  
To have the facility there and not 
used is so sad.’

Disabled patients and those 
with extra needs are not suffering 
as a result of the delay, she added, 
as they are being referred to the 
specialist consultant already 
working at the accessible dental 
hospital.

Oban community councillor 
and CHP member Duncan 
Martin described the delay as ‘a 
waste’.

He said: ‘It’s much better that 
all the details from both sides - 
the NHS and the surgery - have 
been agreed before moving in, 
rather than taking things on 

be as they should have been 
later.

‘On the other hand, I don’t 
know what the score is. Clearly 
we have a facility there that 
has been open for months 
with only [consultant] Colin 

all the money that has been spent 
on it, it is a waste if it is not being 
used.

‘It may be it should be re-
advertised for another dentist 
because I’m sure there may be 
someone else that has an interest 
in moving in.’

Speaking yesterday  morning 
(Wednesday), NHS Highland 
said it expected a contract for 
the hospital to be signed off ‘in 
the next few weeks’. 

Previously, the NHS said 
agreement would be reached by 
last October, then by the end of 
last year and most recently by 
early this year.

The spokesman for NHS 
Highland added: ‘We can 
understand the concerns of the 
local community and we can 
only apologise for the delay in 
reaching this point.’

In March, Elizabeth Reilly, 
NHS Highland’s assistant 
dental director, told the CHP 
there would be no repeat of 
the situation that saw patients 
in Kintyre wait two years for 
Campbeltown Dental Centre to 
open its doors. 

She said: ‘We will not be in 
that position.’

Pressure grows         
on NHS over 
Oban dental   
hospital delays

Police
step in to 

chaos

Sisters’ smiles as they step out with Easter Bunny

VisitScotland could return to former 
base if other parties share building

respite. Members highlighted 
that the hospice is in a good 

the generosity of locals as well 
as the work and support of The 

The board of Oban Hospice 
Ltd is looking for a volunteer to 

Hospice annual general meeting
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Plockton couple Charlie G MacRae and his wife Pat turned their golden wedding celebrations in the village on March 28 into a charity 
fundraiser. The big-hearted couple refused presents and instead asked for donations to Macmillan Cancer Support and the Plockton 

defibrillators fund. The appeal brought in £760 and the money was split 50-50 between the two charities. Left, Helen Gordon and 
Marie Finlayson of Macmillan Cancer Support and Jane Mackenzie, right, accepting the cheques from Charlie and Pat, centre. 

FURTHER evidence of a 
momentum shift towards the 
‘yes’ side in the referendum 
debate emerged in Carloway on 
Lewis on Friday night when a 
public meeting voted decisively 
for Scotland to become an 
independent country.

An audience of around 70 in the 
local community centre heard 
speakers for Yes nan Eilean Siar, 
local MSP Dr Alasdair Allan 
and Back businessman Gordon 
‘Diesel’ MacLennan, take on ‘no’ 
campaigners, former MP Brian 
Wilson and former Western Isles 
MSP Alasdair Morrison, in the 
debate.

And following the question 
and answer session the ‘yes’ side 
carried the day with 56 per cent 
against 37 per cent for ‘no’, with 
seven per cent undecided.

Speaking afterwards, Dr Allan 
said the positive grassroots 
campaign from the Butt to Barra 
was paying off.

He said: ‘The reality is, that 
the more our message - that 
Scotland’s future should be in 
Scotland’s hands - is heard, the 
more people are heading in the 
direction of the Yes campaign 
and that’s exactly what happened 
in Carloway on Friday night.

‘Although last night’s result 
was very positive, we will not 
rest on our laurels and we’ll keep 
working hard for a Yes vote in 
September.’ 

He added: ‘We will continue to 

hold public meetings all across 
these islands.’

The Carloway meeting came 
ahead of a weekend poll by ICM 
which showed the referendum 
campaign on a knife edge, with 
the ‘no’ camp ahead by just four 
per cent at 52-48. In a similar 
ICM poll in September, the ‘no’ 
lead was 17 per cent.

A WESTERN Isles arts group has embarked on 
a two-year project to commemorate World War 
One. 

The Gaelic Arts Agency is working on 
bilingual exhibitions detailing the impact the 
war had on the people of the Western Isles to be 
showcased in Lewis, Harris, Benbecula, Barras, 
Eriskay and the Uists.

These displays will then go on tour across the 
country over the next year, showcasing in Skye, 
Oban, Glasgow and Inverness. Afterwards the 
group hopes to take their exhibitions as far as 
North America and Canada. 

Chief executive of the Gaelic Arts Agency, 
Erica Morrison, said: ‘The war had an 

unbelievable impact on families in the Western 

compared to 13 per cent nationally and we want 
to commemorate that.’  

As well as the exhibitions, the agency is putting 
together a series of community productions 
based on the experiences of those who lived 
and died during the war, including writings and 
songs from the time. 

Personal
Ms Morrison added: ‘We take a writer to each 

area was affected by the war and incorporate it 
into our script. It means that each production is 
personal to the area it is performed in.’ 

The project is being funded through grants 
from Bòrd na Gàidhlig, the  Big Lottery Fund, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise and most recently a £10,00 
contribution from the Scottish Government. 

After hearing about the government grant Ms 
Morrison said: ‘This welcome funding coupled 

enable Pròiseact na Ealan [Gaelic Arts Agency] 
to create a series of high quality, multi-media 
Gaelic exhibitions capturing community 
perspectives, illuminating social impacts, 
legacies and lessons for the rising generation 

those from the Western Isles to the Great War.’

A SKYE community is 
considering celebrating its 
seafaring past by staging a 
mini-regatta in the summer.

The event in Sleat would 

sail around two miles from 
Isleornsay to the beach at 
Camuscross.

Saturday June 14 is one date 
being suggested but the regatta 
would only take place if tide 
times are right.

Local crofter Graeme 
MacKenzie from Camuscross 
owns the Swift - an Arran-16 
boat with a diesel engine - and 
is one of those who would 

The 
Oban Times: ‘There would be 
quite a few boats involved if 
it goes ahead. The idea would 
be to sail from Isleornsay 
to Camuscross and have a 
barbecue, but nothing has been 

want the tide to be fairly high at 
the right time because it will be 
a late afternoon to early evening 
event. Probably we could muster 
about 12 local boats and craft.’

A SINGER-songwriter is returning 
to the Hebrides to perform a tribute 
to the annual harvest of gannet 
chicks, known as guga, by the men 
of Ness on Lewis.

Derbyshire musician Robin Beatty 

1991, when he and his photographer 
father John sailed with 10 Ness men 
for the guga hunt on Sula Sgeir, a 
tiny island 40 miles north of Lewis.

Now Robin and his band Old 
Dance School will perform the 
song at concerts in Aros in Portree 
on May 1 and An Lanntair in 
Stornoway on May 2.

The song, Sula Sgeir, contrasts the 
ancient sea bird hunt with the large 
scale wind farm scheme proposed 
for the island in 2006.

Robin said: ‘For years, I always 
wanted to write a song retelling 

AN ARGYLL charity that 
supports families during a 
break-up has received extra 
funding as it sees more than a 
10-fold increase in clients in the 
past 10 years.

Family Mediation Argyll and 
Bute was granted £190,000 

Lottery Fund grant to support 
the appointment of a specialist 
worker to support families 
where contact has broken down 
and there are a range of complex 
issues.

On opening in 2004, the service, 
which arranges supervised 
contact and mediation for parents 
and children, worked with 
around six to eight families.

Now it supports 89 families in 
mediation across Argyll and Bute 

A SHORTAGE of home care staff in Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles (OLI) has seen managers 
resorting to recruitment appeals through letter 
drops at homes and setting up recruitment 
stalls outside supermarkets.

At a meeting of the OLI area committee  of 
Argyll and Bute Council on April 9, council 
customer service staff reported there were 
seven vacancies on Mull and several others in 
the Oban area.

But councillors on the area committee have 

expressed a clear opinion on how to retain 
more staff - pay them more money. 

The council’s own staff provide care on Mull, 
Tiree, Coll and Colonsay, with the remainder 
of the area covered by private companies 
contracted by the  authority: Carr Gorm, Mears 
Care and the British Red Cross. However, the 
council’s area manager for social services, 

the recruitment of home care staff ‘across the 
board’ and that was a problem nationally.

He added that a review of pay levels 
showed hourly rates offered in Argyll and 
Bute ‘compared favourably’ with industry 
standards.

Councillor Roddy McCuish said: ‘I have a 
simple message for the external care providers: 
perhaps if they paid people more and conditions 
were better, they would hold on to more staff.’

A report to councillors explained home 
care providers had used ‘innovative ways’ of 
attracting staff, especially in rural areas.

When asked what these were, Margaret 

told councillors: ‘Care managers have been 
putting postcards through doors on the islands, 
attended jobs fairs, they are working with 
Argyll Training and the council’s employability 
team and even sat at a stall outside the Co-op. 
They’ve done everything.’

Councillor McCuish added ‘My worry is we 
are going to need more and more home care 
and, unless we solve this problem now, God 

knows what state we are going to be in, in 
the future. This is something that needs to be 
addressed very quickly.’

Councillor Elaine Robertson said: ‘The 

This was predicted in 1995 when I was an 
occupational therapist. I knew we would get to 
this stage.

‘We need to look at developing our economy 
pathways to pull more people into this area to 
service home care provision in future.’ 

TEACHER training places offered 
by the University of the Highlands 
and Islands (UHI) will double to 
40 this year, Education Secretary 
Michael Russell has announced.

During a visit to Lews Castle 
College, Stornoway, Lewis, Mr 
Russell also announced that from 
August UHI will be responsible 
for college funding in the region, 

local demand, and will introduce a 
partnership to offer teacher training 
with Argyll and Bute Council from 
2015.

Mr Russell was meeting college 
staff and students as the Scottish 
Cabinet visited Stornoway. 

Incredible
He said: ‘The demand to study 

teaching at UHI has been incredible, 
with applications outnumbering the 

one, including seven places to teach 
through the medium of Gaelic.

‘UHI has been hugely successful in 
offering quality higher education to 
many students across 13 campuses 
from Argyll to Scalloway using a 
combination of classes, tutorials 
and online learning.

‘The new agreement with Argyll 
and Bute Council will build on the 

successful partnership between 
UHI and Shetland Islands Council, 
Orkney Islands Council, Moray 
Council, Western Isles Council and 
Highland Council that encourages 
talented teachers in our rural and 
island communities. 

‘From September 2015 students 
will be able to access courses at 
Argyll College in Oban and Ionad 
Chaluim Chille IIe.’

Home care staff shortage crisis

Couple’s golden wedding charity fundraiser

Two-year project to commemorate World War One

Tanya MacDougall, manager of Family Mediation Argyll and Bute. 
07_t17mediation01

The guga hunt: now immortalised in song. Photo: John Beatty, Sula Sgeir, 1991.

the extraordinary tradition of the 
guga harvest. But when I started, I 

even more controversial backdrop.

‘I was following the story of 
the campaigns and legal battles 
that went on for a decade with the 
wind farm proposal, which would 

have been the biggest in Europe 
had it gone through, and thinking 
about how it would affect the small 
community we had spent time in.’

He added: ‘I’m really excited to 
present it to the islanders, it means 
a lot to me. 

‘I know that for many, it will 
be a heartfelt issue. And it would 
be amazing to meet some of the 
men who took my dad out with 
them all those years ago.’

Now aged 28, Robin is an 
acclaimed guitarist and songwriter. 

Dance School’s third album Chasing 
the Light, which has Sula Sgeir as 
the centrepiece, was recorded in 
Glasgow by celebrated producer 
Calum Malcolm. It was lauded 
as folk album of the year by the 
Scotsman and has been BBC Radio 
Scotland’s Album of the Week.

Carloway
meeting
votes ‘yes’

Singer-songwriter’s tribute to gannet chick harvest

Cash boost means more 
vital help for families

and also provides a child contact 
centre for other families.

Service manager Tanya 
MacDougall said: ‘It is 
becoming more apparent that 
there are cases of children 
losing relationships with parents 
through what is known as parent 
alienation syndrome. 

‘The child who is with one 
parent uses adult terminology 
to describe the other parent in a 
negative way. 

Separation
‘Children should not be aware 

of adult issues when separation 
and divorce occurs. 

‘Sometimes the parents are 
so far apart that extra help is 
needed to deal with that. 

‘That’s why we want to get 
someone else in to work with 

situations.’
Family Mediation Argyll and 

Bute supports families from 
four contact centres in Oban, 
Dunoon, Lochgilphead and 
Helensburgh.

The service also goes out to 
the islands and more rural parts 
of the county. Tanya added: ‘We 
are aware of many families who 

work which we have been unable 
to offer. 

‘As the service is the most 
secure it has been we now feel it 
is time to develop and make the 
service more robust.

‘By being able to carry out 
intensive work with all families 

as a whole.’

Number of UHI teacher training places doubles to 40 

to Breadalbane Park in Killin 
are set to go ahead this August 
after the project received more 
than £200,000 in funding.

The Killin and Ardeonaig 
Community Trust (KAT) 

the Big Lottery Fund that it 
was successful in applying for 
£227,295 from the Community 
Spaces Scotland Scheme to 
redevelop the park blighted with 

With the money in place for 
the redesign, the last remaining 

long term lease for the site from 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park.

Trust chairman Willie Angus 
said that was also nearing 
completion and work should 
start soon.

‘We must have started this 
project about four years ago, but 
we’re getting there,’ he said.

‘The National Park is giving 
us a lease which covers 10 years 
and they’ve been very good. That 

start any work, but the terms are 
very generous and it won’t cost 
us anything. Stirling Council 
will also continue the upkeep 
and insurance of the park. It’s 
really positive.

‘We have a start date in mind; 
the end of August. The trouble is 
we need to do it after the Killin 
games and the show. We’re 
looking forward to it.’

The plans will see a new, 
large hard-standing for the 

heavier vehicles which would be 
needed at the park for events, a 
smaller hard-standing near the 
roundhouse, and the playpark 
will be extended. A new 
perimeter path will go round the 
whole park too.

Some of the equipment for the 
upgrade has been in the trust’s 
ownership for up to two years 
already, and has been held free 
of charge by the council in the 
interim.

Meanwhile, plans are 
progressing to revamp the Old 
Mill in Killin, with the trust 
outlining ambitious plans for an 
interior revamp as well as vital 
work to maintain the exterior.

Willie said: ‘The next thing is 
to raise the funding for the Mill.  

the lime mortar, which will cost 
around £50k - £60k, although 
that estimate was made some 
time ago. 

‘We have had some money 
from Scottish Heritage and that 
will go some way to doing it. 
We have had a Historic Scotland 
grant as well. 

‘We want to redesign the 
interior and perhaps even install 
a lift so disabled visitors can get 

amount of work.’
Work to repair the crumbling 

lade, meanwhile, has been 
completed and, pending some 

again by the end of next month 
or early June.

Park project 
to go ahead 
after lottery 
cash award

FOUR people had to be rescued 
from Kerrera at the weekend 
after their boat hit rocks and 
sank.  

Oban Lifeboat was launched 
just before midnight last 
Saturday to pick up the 

into the water when their small 

boat, a Bayliner, hit a rock off 
the north end of the island.

They managed to reach the 
shore from where the lifeboat 
picked them up and returned 
them to Oban Lifeboat Station 
where a waiting ambulance 
took them to Lorn and Islands 
Hospital in the town.

THE BACK road between 
Connel and Oban will not 
have an enforced speed 
limit, after Argyll and Bute 
Council deemed the road’s 
speed restrictions were ‘self 
enforcing’.

The route, between Connel’s 

the former Rare Breeds Park, 
is used as a diversion when the 
A85 trunk road is closed but 
in recent years more houses 
have been built alongside the 

been more regularly used by 
commuters to Oban.

It has also been included as 
part of the Caledonia Way, 
a scenic cycle route linking 
Campbeltown and Inverness.

Following a request by Oban 
North and Lorn Councillor 
Louise Glen Lee, Argyll and 

and road conditions before 
making a judgement on whether 
a speed limit was appropriate.

The report, which included 
information from Police 

concluded the road’s geometry 
and condition meant there was 
a ‘self enforcing’ speed limit 
and that the average speed was 
slower than the requested speed 
limit.

The roads department’s 
recommendation was backed 
by the Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
Area Committee.

The council later said it had 
considered the road was part 
of the Caledonia Way when 
making its recommendation.

Four rescued off Kerrera

No speed 
limit for 
‘back road’

Regatta
to mark 
seafaring
past

Action group wins 
yard funds
CRIANLARICH into Action 
(CIA) has won a grant of £1,000 
from the ScotRail foundation 
to help upgrade Lower Station 
Yard.

The group, tasked with 
making the village a destination 
in its own right after the 
construction of the bypass, will 
use the money to buy benches 
for the area transformed by the 
community in recent months.

A volunteer day will be 
arranged soon to install the 
benches and give the yard a 
spring clean. 

Entries open for 
Oban in Bloom
ENTRIES are now being taken 
for this year’s Oban in Bloom 
garden competition, with an 
overall winner taking The Oban 
Times Quaich.

Titles up for grabs include 
best, small, medium and large 
gardens; best private garden and 
best garden within an Argyll 
Community Housing Associa-
tion (ACHA) property. 

There are further awards 
for commercial premises, 
accommodation providers and 
hanging baskets.

Entry forms can be obtained 
from Lorn House, Albany 

Leisure and garden centres in 
the area. Deadline for entries is 
May 9.

Judging will take place in late 
May and late July this year.
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Not to be missed by those with 
interest in food & drink production/ 

distribution and service delivery

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Monday 28th May

Oban Phoenix Cinema
Launch of Oban Perfect

Networking lunch 
with Gary Goldie

Discussion time national recognised inspirational speakers

11- 3pm
Booking essential

admin@obanphoenix.com

OT

‘SOROBA’S shame’ is how 
one community councillor has 
described a scatter of rubbish 
in a corner of the Oban housing 
estate.

Volunteers building a 
community garden behind 
Colonsay Terrace in Soroba 
came across the sea of litter 
when clearing some bushes and 
trees from unused ground at the 
weekend.

The site, below Gillies’ 
Rock and just 50 metres from 

covered in discarded bottles and 
cans of alcohol. The volunteer 
group even found a mattress, a 
drinks cabinet and a bus stop 
sign among the rubbish.

Now the volunteers are calling 
on Argyll and Bute Council, 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) and police 
to help.

Volunteer and Oban 
community councillor George 
Berry said: ‘We cleared a bit of 
rubbish while we were working 
on the site but when we moved 
through to this section I couldn’t 
believe my eyes.

‘We are not clearing all of that 
because there is broken glass 
everywhere. It’s not just a council 
issue, it’s an environmental 
issue and because it is beside the 
railway it is going to give rail 
passengers a terrible impression 
of the town.

‘We are trying to create a 
nice space for people to come 
and use but this is completely 
demoralising.’

Mr Berry said he has seen 
teenagers drinking alcohol in 
the area but is he met with abuse 
when he tries to move them on.

THEY came together in incredible 
circumstances to help deliver a baby 
on Oban’s lifeboat in the 90s, now 
two of NHS Highland’s most popular 
employees have retired at the same 
time.

Midwife Joanne Thorpe and 
nurse co-ordinator Mairi McGregor 
decided to hang up their uniforms 
after carving out successful careers in 
Argyll and Bute’s Community Health 
Partnership (CHP).

But it was a chance meeting in 1997 
that tied the pair’s careers together, 
when Mairi miraculously spotted 
Joanne’s waves for help when passing 
by the newly launched Oban lifeboat, 
the Mora Edith MacDonald.

Joanne was called to the vessel after 
a woman went into labour on Mull, 
with the baby starting to arrive on the 
journey back to Oban.

Mairi, meanwhile, was driving back 
to Oban from the Kerrera ferry when 
she saw Joanne’s through the porthole 
of the boat, frantically waving for 

help. Mairi abandoned her car and 
dashed to board the vessel, where 
she found the baby was almost born. 
Together with the couple and with 
help from the crew, she and Joanne 
delivered the baby. So grateful were 
the parents that Mora was included in 
their newborn daughter’s name.

Joanne came to Argyll in the early 

braving the elements to provide a 
service in more remote locations. 

Paddled
At one point, she even paddled a 

canoe with the father of a new baby 
to their island home to carry out a 
post-natal visit to the new mother and 
baby.

Joanne then moved to Mid Argyll 
for a more senior post, where, through 
strong leadership, she challenged 
entrenched views and succeeded 
in developing services where more 
women could have their babies born 
locally and receive care and support at 
home. As a result, Joanne became the 

Lead Midwife for Argyll and Bute in 
2008. Mairi worked as a midwife with 
Joanne in Oban in the 90s, latterly 
working more with women affected 
by substance misuse and domestic 
violence. She then took up a role 
working to improve access to health 
services for homeless people and in 
2009 her role changed to incorporate 
a co-ordination of services role for 
Looked After and Accommodated 
Children, Gypsy Travellers and 
Homeless people.

Pat Tyrrell, lead nurse for Argyll 
and Bute CHP, said: ‘We would like 
to give our most heartfelt thanks 
to both Joanne and Mairi for all 
of their years of service. Each of 
them has contributed hugely to the 
improvement in health services in 
Argyll and Bute and they will both be 
very much missed by all of us. 

‘We wish them well in the next 
phases of their lives, knowing that 
neither of them will be resting on 
their laurels for too long.’

A STRIKING painting of 
cigarette-packet headstones 
weighed down by a ball and 
chain is an Argyll artist’s latest 
weapon in the war against 
smoking.

Gloria Young has been a 
staunch campaigner against 
smoking after her late husband, 
Derek, developed lung cancer as 
a result of the addiction, sadly 
passing away in 2004.

The Benderloch painter 
has raised money for Cancer 
Research in recent years by 
selling calendars featuring her 
works but hopes her latest image 
- inspired by the current design 
of cigarette packets - can be used 
to deter people from inhaling the 
potentially deadly drug. 

Gloria, who is in her mid 
80s, was inspired to create the 

cigarette packet on Tralee Bay. 
She said: ‘My husband was a 
chain smoker. As soon as he 

to resist, but it is addictive.
‘I found this packet and I was 

going to put it in the dustbin, but 
it made me think.’

Asked if the painting was in 
part her lashing out at cigarettes 
for taking her husband’s life, 
she said: ‘It is. I wanted to shout 
about it.’ Pausing, she added: ‘He 
knew it was affecting him. He 
tried to quit, but it is a powerful 
drug.

‘I was speaking to a young girl 
recently who was no older than 
15, maybe 16. She was smoking 
a cigarette and it struck me so 
hard. She’s going to struggle. 
Smoking is a dreadful thing.’

While Gloria doesn’t 
necessarily think her painting 
will help people stop straight 
away, she hopes it will contribute 

offered it to anti-smoking 
campaigners to make use of the 
painting for free to raise further 
awareness of the dangers of 
smoking.  

She said: ‘It doesn’t matter 
how many people tell you or 
warn you about the dangers, 
they have to make the decision 
to quit themselves. 

‘I don’t think they sell as many 
packets as they used to, but all 
they need is for a younger person 
to want to smoke and they’ll be 
picking up the cigarettes for life. 

‘The idea behind the picture 
is so the person looking at it 
feels something. My hope is that 
somehow, somebody somewhere 
will see this picture and use it to 
help people. I don’t want any 
money for it, but if anything 
can be done with it I’d be very 
grateful.’

A NEW war over words has broken out 
between two chip shops in Oban - thanks 
to a dispute over a sign for one of the 
town’s busy traders.

Lilian Hutchison, of The Oban Fish and 
Chip Shop, has lashed out after George 
Street near-neighbour Nories erected a 
new sign above its door, headed Nories 
with the sub-header ‘Obans [sic] Fish and 
Chip Shop’.

But Renato Di Ciacca, who owns 
Nories, is bemused by the complaint, 

saying it is clear their premises is called 
‘Nories’.Lilian maintains the new sign 
was designed to chip at her business.

‘I don’t understand why they would do 
that,’ she said. ‘My partner, George, went 
over and spoke to them about it, but all 
they said was ‘do you want us to put an 
apostrophe in?’’

Mrs Hutchison said the situation echoed 
that of another trader in town, John 
Ogden, who took legal action against a 
competitor after he painted his seafood 

shack green - the same colour as Mr 
Ogden’s well known Green Shack. 

She said: ‘I don’t want to have to go 
down the route John Ogden did, but I 
will if I have to. Tourists come in to town 
looking for our shop. If they see that, 
‘Obans Fish and Chip Shop’, they’ll go 
there instead. There is plenty of business 
for everyone and there’s no need to resort 
to dirty tactics.’

Renato said: ‘We don’t know what we’ve 
done wrong. They have threatened us with 

legal action and we are taking advice, but 
I don’t think you can copyright Oban.

‘My shop is called Nories and it is in 
Oban. That’s the end of it really.’

It is the second time the George Street 
rivals have exchanged words over signs. 
Lilian’s business has previously been 
praised by chef Rick Stein and critic 
Tam Cowan - but she claimed she’d been 
battered after Nories put out sandwich 
boards, with similar reviews attributed to 
‘Rick’ and ‘Tam’. 

A PENSIONER who suffers 
from a number of medical 
conditions has completed an 80-
mile walking challenge for two 
charities, despite being admitted 
to hospital during the trial.

Great-grandmother Irene 
Hannah, who suffers from 
neuropathic feet, varicose 
veins and asthma, among other 
conditions, intended to walk 
a total of 80 miles from the 
beginning of the year until her 
80th birthday last Sunday.

She achieved the feat with 
time to spare and at her birthday 
party in Glencruitten Golf Club 
last Saturday she celebrated 
raising more than £2,000 for the 
Dementia Resource Centre and 
North Argyll Carers Centre.

The mother of six’s fundraising 
was for services that became so 
important when her late husband, 
Samuel, became terminally ill. 
He died on January 5, 2012. 

RACING driver Susie Wolff will join power lifter Jeremy 
Vickers and Commonwealth Games athlete Susan Partridge 
in deciding which local hero will receive two tickets to the 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow this year. 

The Oban Times is asking readers to nominate someone 
in their local community who deserves to experience the 

Legacy Ticket scheme.
Nominations are being sent in for unsung heroes making 

a difference, whether it is a young person involved in sport, 

someone helping to make sport happen by volunteering, or 
someone simply making their community a better place. 

As judges on The Oban Times Legacy Ticket panel, 
Susie, Jeremy and Susan will take time out of their busy 
schedules to read through a shortlist of nominations sent in 
by readers. 

Susie, originally from Oban, is a development driver 
for the Williams Formula One Team. Jeremy, from Fort 
William, will represent Scotland in the British and European 
Strongest Man under 90kg this year after recently winning 

for Scotland in the marathon at Glasgow’s Commonwealth 
Games this summer, having won the Great Scottish Run last 
October. To nominate someone for this once in a lifetime 
opportunity, see the form provided on page six of this issue 
or online at www.obantimes.co.uk/legacy. 

All nominations must be received by midnight, Tuesday 
April 29, 2014. 

Nominees must live in Argyll or the West Highlands. 
Terms and conditions apply.

A THREE-vehicle collision on the A85 
outside the Halfway House, Dunbeg, has 
resulted in one of the drivers being reported 
for careless driving.

The incident, which happened last 

Saturday at around 6.15pm, closed the road 
for 45 minutes. A man who was in the mid-
dle car was removed and taken to hospital 
with a suspected spinal injury but this was 
ruled out following an examination.

Soroba’s rubbish heap shame
‘This isn’t just Soroba kids,’ he 

said. ‘They’re coming from all 
over the place but to the Soroba 
kids I would say, get a grip. For 
the others that come here from 
elsewhere to drink alcohol, I 
have no words. It’s just soul 
destroying.’

Ward councillor Roddy 

Oban Police visited the site on 
Monday.

Councillor McCuish described 
the scene as ‘unbelievable’ 
and said he would work with 
the council, ACHA and the 
Community Payback scheme to 
try and get it cleared.

He added: ‘We can do 
something here but I have never 
seen anything like it.’

Oban Police Inspector Julie 
McLeish said incidents of 
underage drinking in Soroba, 
including at Gillies’ Rock, 
had been less common since 
February 2013, when Oban’s 
byelaw that prohibits drinking 
alcohol in public areas was 
extended to Soroba.

She added: ‘There has been a 

of underage and street drinking 
in recent years and the byelaw 
extension has contributed to 
that.

‘There has been a lot of positive 
police action in that area to 
address community concern.

‘However, should these issues 

attend, armed with the powers 
the byelaw gives us.’

Residents of Soroba 
campaigned for six years to 
have the byelaw extended to the 
housing scheme in an attempt to 
rid the streets of drinkers.

Surveying the rubbish behind Colonsay Terrace in Oban are, from left: community PC Paul MacMillan, Soroba community garden volunteer Archie McIntyre, councillor 
Roddy McCuish, community councillor George Berry and community PC Scott MacPhee. 16_t17soroba01

Joanne Thorpe, left, and Mairi McGregor, who 
celebrated their retirement from the NHS this 

month. 

Susan Partridge. 

Irene Hannah celebrates her 80th birthday and the end of her 
80-mile walking challenge. 16_t17irene01

Irene, who also has a 
replacement hip and has 
postponed a leg operation in 
order to complete her fundraiser, 
revealed her progress was 
interrupted by admission to 
hospital with a leg injury.

‘I would have done it a lot 
quicker if the weather had been 
better and I hadn’t needed to go 
into hospital,’ said the plucky 
pensioner.

‘I was taken to hospital during 
one of my walks but that didn’t 
put me off.’

And Irene says she is now 
considering another sponsored 
swim, 11 years after she swam 
66 lengths of the Atlantis Leisure 
pool in an hour to raise £1,009 
for Macmillan Cancer Support.

‘When I get my leg operation 
and get it sorted I want to do a 
swim but I’ll need to see what 
the doctor says - and get a few 

Oban chip shop owners in 
new war of words over sign

Midwives retire together after chance meeting in ’90s

Plucky pensioner 
completes 80-mile 
walking challenge

Artist’s 
striking
anti-
smoking
message

Gloria Young’s painting, Smok-
ing Killed. The most prominent 

‘tombstone’ is marked DY in 
tribute to her late husband, 

Derek. 15_t17gloria1

Susie Wolff. Jeremy Vickers. 

Driver reported for careless driving on A85

Nominate a local hero for games tickets
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THERE can be very few graveyards in the West Highlands that 
can upstage Kiel in Morvern for history and location. 

The name comes from Cille Choluimchille – the cell of St 
Columba of the church – who founded the famous monastery on 
Iona over 1,400 years ago. 

Local tradition says that one day he crossed Loch Linnhe 
with St Moluac from Lismore and that, landing together, they 
climbed the Garbh Shlios. 

From the summit of Glas Bheinn, with its commanding 
views of the Morvern coastline, St Columba placed his foot on 

entrance to Loch Aline, said: ‘There is the place where we will 
build our next church.’ 

the hill top where he made his announcement. 

LAST Thursday was Maundy Thursday and also St Columba’s 
Day (Diardaoin Chaluim-Chille.) Long ago it used to be 

THIS year, despite the unusually wet spring, the daffodils in 
Kiel graveyard have been so spectacular that they have been 

living memory. 

Morvern Lines

Daffodils in Kiel graveyard – the finest display in living 
memory. 

CLOSE to the present place of worship is the Old Session 
House, formerly a school, built in 1774. It is now a museum con-
taining a highly important collection of medieval gravestones 

These stones show warriors and churchmen, swords, galleys, 
tools, spears and axes.  They also portray strange plants, 
animals, birds and dragons. 

Although it is interesting to speculate what these supernatural 

enter into the minds of long dead ancestors in search of 
their innermost thoughts and intentions when they have not 
explained them to us. 

read into them whatever is appropriate to our own culture and 
generation. 

KIEL IS full of interesting and fascinating monuments and in-
scriptions. The list of surnames is long and varied. MacCalman, 
Robertson, Sinclair, Beattie, Corson, MacLachlan, Dalgleish, 

Campbell and Macleod to name only a few. The site is unique in 
the annals of church history and well worth a visit.

Standing in a corner of Kiel graveyard there is a large 
memorial, now in a poor state of preservation. It commemorates 
the most famous family of ministers in the Church of Scotland 
– the Macleods of Fiunary.

There is a story told of John (1801-1882), the last of the family 
who lived in Morvern. It seems there was a Duncan Cameron at 

grounds tidy and occasionally dug the graves. 

considerable distance and to be sure that it was ready as soon as 
the funeral party came out of the church. It wasn’t. 

mourners saying rather sharply: ‘Duncan, you should have 
risen earlier.’ Duncan not in the least bothered, gazed across the 
graveyard and retorted: ‘What are you worrying about minister, 
there are plenty around here who have not risen yet’.

DUNCAN used to sweep the chimneys at Fiunary Manse. One 
afternoon when John was handing him the customary dram 

Duncan, true to his style and also a bit put out by the 
smallness of the glass on this occasion, glanced at the bottle 
still in the minister’s hand and said: ‘Well minister, seeing 

another nail.’ 

THESE stories are probably apocryphal as they have been told 
elsewhere in Lochaber, including the following about a man 
from Kiel who spent most of his income in the nearby inn. 

His wife used to give him a hard time but without any effect. 

graveyard wall. Seeing him lurching towards her, she suddenly 
leapt out wailing: ‘Beware, mend your ways, I am the Devil.’ 

Her husband, not in the least perturbed, stepped boldly 
forward, put out his hand and said: ‘Delighted to meet you, I’m 
married to your sister.’

Iain Thornber iain.thornber@btinternet.com.

THE OVERALL quayside value 

Scottish vessels in 2013 plummeted 
by eight per cent in 2013 compared 
with 2012, according to provisional 

Scotland’s Chief Statistician.

volume of seafood landed, which 
marginally increased, providing 
further evidence that prices remain 

Worryingly for the west coast, 

decreased by 10 per cent last year 
while value dropped by 13 per cent.
Overall, Scottish vessels landed 

of £429 million in 2013.
Bertie Armstrong, chief executive 

of the Scottish Fishermen’s 

Federation, said: This alarming 
drop in the quayside value of 
seafood landed underlines the 
tremendous pressures faced by 

is renowned around the world for 
its high quality, provenance and 
sustainability, yet despite signs 
of global economic recovery, it 

little sign of improving. This is 
causing a double whammy of 

accounting for 29 per cent of the 
total value landings in 2013.

Compared with 2012, landings 

based vessels were similar at 
134,000 tonnes, but were worth 
four per cent less at £126 million. 

dropped to 45 per cent last year 
- even though the price per tonne 
landed on the continent is greater 
than the UK. 

Museum grant
LOCHABER councillors have 
awarded the West Highland 
Museum in Fort William £1,080 
from their discretionary budget. 
The money will be used for 
consultancy support.

ANDREW Thin, the former 
chairman of Scottish Natural 
Heritage and the Cairngorms 

been announced as the new 
chairman of Scottish Canals.

Mr Thin replaces Dr Jon 
Hargreaves, who chaired the 
organisation through its birth as 
an independent public body in 
2012. His three-year appoint-
ment comes as Scottish Canals 

and commercial potential of its 
waterways, which include the 
Caledonian and Crinan canals.

Mr Thin said: ‘Continuing 
to safeguard the rich heritage 
of these 250-year-old assets 

Music festival 
association 
anniversary 
concert
THE LOCHABER Music 
Festival Association is to hold 
a concert later this year as 
part of its 40th anniversary 
celebrations.

Over the past four decades, the 
festival, held annually in March, 
has seen some wonderful 
performances in a whole range 
of classes.  

Now the association wants 

competitors to the stage for the 
concert in the Nevis Centre 
on September 11. Association 
chairperson Lillian MacDonald 
said: ‘We would be delighted 
to hear from past senior award 
winners who have continued to 

to be considered for the concert 
programme either individually 
or as part of a group.

‘If anyone wishes to 
contribute, do please contact 
secretary@lochabermusicfesti-

hearing from you.’
GLENCOE Boat Club has bought a semi-

members and the general public.
A training evening will be held at 

the club’s premises at Tigh-phuirt on 
Thursday May 15 at 7pm to instruct 
people on how to use the machine.  

Members of the club and the wider 

community are welcome to attend the 
event. The session will be presented 
by Laura and Paul  Macadam-Slater 
of Emergency Action Training in Fort 
William.  

Glencoe Boat Club Commodore Robert 
Watt said: ‘Although we very much hope 
that the equipment will never have to be 

used, our committee felt a responsibility 

members and - equally importantly - to 
other members of the community.’

Club treasurer Alec Blanc added: ‘We 
are fortunate that Laura and Paul are 
prepared to give their time to ensure that 
everyone is familiar with the equipment. 

the clubhouse in a secure and alarmed 
cabinet and thus available to all.’

Ambulance Service will hold a second 

House Hotel on Saturday. The time has 

FORT William residents and 
business owners can have their 
say on the town’s future at an 

The two-day event next month 
will allow locals to provide 
ideas on how to improve the 
town centre with presentations 

towns and cities. 
Issues on the agenda will 

include shops and services, 
transport in and around the town 
and the design of streets, build-
ings and public spaces. 

Designers and surveyors have 
been hired to translate ideas 
from the meetings, to be held 
on May 15 and 16, into an action 
plan for Fort William. 

held in Nairn and Tain as part of 
the Highland Council initiative.  

Fort William Community 

until there is meaningful funding 
in place for development.

He said: ‘There has been at 
least three or four reports into 
how to regenerate the High Street 

Sheriff calls 
for reports on 
brothers
SHERIFF Douglas Small has 
called for reports on a pair of 
brothers and for the cost of the 
damage they caused before he 
passes sentence.

Cameron Hewitt, aged 19, and 
his brother Curtis, 17, both of 2 
Croft Avenue, Oban, admitted 

spare ground by the Halfway 
House Filling Station on June 
13 last year, when they appeared 

Their case will be heard on 
May 27.

Man ordered 
to be of good         
conduct for a year
AN OBAN man must show the 
town’s sheriff court that he can 
be of good behaviour for a year.

When he appeared before the 

30, of Solas, Albany Street, 
Oban, admitted  acting in a 
threatening and abusive manner 
towards two women, his partner 
and a friend of hers, by behaving 
aggressively and also to 
throwing a cup of cold tea over 
the friend, seizing hold of her by 
the body and pushing her.

‘It doesn’t mean I am letting 
you off; it means I am putting 
you in a position of trust with the 
court and if you breach that trust 
I will deal with you severely,’ 
said Sheriff Douglas Small.

Pert will appear before the 
court again in 12 months’ time 
for the sheriff to hear a report of 
his conduct. 

A DECISION by the Scottish 
Government to pass a 
controversial Argyll wind farm, 
which met with unanimous 

has left residents questioning the 
democratic process. 

The government gave the 
go-ahead to Freasdail Wind 
Farm, near Whitehouse, south of 

by Argyll and Bute Council 
planners and councillors on 
the planning committee and 
vehemently opposed by the local 
community.

But developer Renewable 
Energy Systems (RES) has 
been successful in appealing 
the council’s decision and the 
Directorate for Planning and 
Environmental Appeals (DPEA) 
approved the 11-turbine wind 

Argyll and Bute Council has 

the decision to its planning 
committee, which will decide 

FRUSTRATED with the constant scourge of Argyll 
midges, a professor from Connel has put his expertise 

at bay. 

Stewart dreamed of a midge-free summer and has now 
invented a revolutionary hat to combat the nuisance. 

The headgear is solar powered and features a fan at the 
front to blow midges away from the face. 

Professor Stewart, originally from Airdrie, explained: 
‘Every man and his dog hates midges so it’s something 

come hell or high water you’ll never completely get rid of 
midges in Argyll but it gives a measure of prevention.

can’t get through that.’

‘Bugwisa’ hats, the retired electronics engineer and 
college lecturer insisted. 

hat style for construction staff irritated by the blight of 
midges. 

Most of all, the 59-year-old wants his invention to be 
sold locally.  

‘smile for Argyll’ printed on them.’

Professor Stewart is now considering the next step in 
battling midges and plans to create fans for canopies and 
parasols. 

Outrage as wind farm 
decision overturned

The proposed windfarm plan at Freasdail, in Kintyre.

whether to contest the ruling. 
David Bridge, a Whitehouse 
resident, has blasted the 
decision. ‘The ruling by an un-

the democratically-made local 
decision to refuse planning 
permission for Freasdail Wind 
Farm. 

‘It did not have one bit of 

support. What is the point in 
going through the whole process 

views of the community and 
Argyll and Bute Council if it is 
simply going to get passed on 
appeal.’

When the application was in 
front of councillors planners 
said they could not approve 
the application because it was 

Angus Gilmor, head of 
planning, said the wind farm 
would ‘overwhelm and dominate’ 
a highly sensitive landscape. He 
feared the application would 
send an inappropriate signal that 
‘edge of plateau’ developments 
would be acceptable.  

Community groups, Kintyre 
Turbine Watch and Tarbert 

Council, strongly opposed the 

Tarbert community councillor, 

this application has been passed. 

It was a particularly bad proposal 
as it was close to homes.’

Tarbert councillor John 
McAlpine said: ‘I’m 
disappointed that the views and 
concerns of local people have 
been ignored. It’s clear that the 
Scottish Government has set 
unachievable targets and as a 
result the people in Kintyre may 
suffer in the future if this is the 
way applications have been 
determined.’ 

But, Neil Martin, RES 

defended the wind farm 
application.

‘We have sensitively designed 

that the wind farm would have 

people, the local environment or 
local wildlife,’ he said. 

Depending on Argyll and 
Bute’s decision, the appeal ruling 
may be challenged at the Court 

the date of the decision.

Professor Alistair Stewart has invented a novel way to 
keep midges at bay. 15_t17hat01

A busy Fort William High Street on Good Friday: Plans for its regeneration will be discussed next 
month. 20_f17workshop01

Andrew Thin. 

in the last 20 years but what’s 
changed? If they have a pot of 

would be more enthusiastic. 
‘On the other hand if people 

don’t participate they can’t 
complain if nothing is done. If 
you participate then nothing 
happens then you’re quite right 
to complain.’ 

Councillor Thomas Prag, 
chairman of the planning 
development and infrastructure 
Committee, said: ‘Fort William 
will be interesting because lots 

of ideas have been put on paper 
then not implemented. 

‘This action plan doesn’t mean 
every idea will be possible but it 
gives us an opportunity to tell 
people what can and can’t be 
done in the area then it’s up to 

happen within that.’ 
Councillor Prag admitted there 

no was guarantee that money 
would be available to implement 
any action plans drawn up fol-

He said: ‘Unfortunately at 
times people can come up with 
the most wonderful ideas but can 
never get funding for them. 

‘Where funding will come 
from depends on what the plan 
is, some of it may already be 
available, for example if it is for 
something related to roads. Once 
a plan is in place different ways 

Anyone with an interest can 
-

exandra Hotel between 9am and 
5pm on May 15 and 16 with an 
informal drop-in session from 
5.15-7pm on the 15th.

He explained: ‘If there was air blowing around the top 

but it wouldn’t be strong enough to be blowing your hair 
everywhere. You wouldn’t even notice it. The thing that 

warm when it gets cooler in the evening.’ 
With the help of Professor Stewart, Argyll could one 

day have a midge-free summer. 

and yet investing in innovative 

the canal corridors can only 
be great news for canal-side 
communities and Scotland.’

Professor uses his head in 

Residents left questioning democratic process

Scottish Canals appoints new chairman
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Telephone ..........................................................................................................
Email .................................................................................................................
Please post your entries to The Oban Times, Cookware Comp, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.  Entries must be submitted by Tuesday May 6, 2014.

Terms and conditions: Entrants must live in the UK. The winner’s cookware set will be dispatched within 28 days of the competition 
closing date. The prize is as stated.  No cash alternative. The Editor’s decision is final. Photocopied entry coupons will not be accepted.  
The winner may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. This competition is not 
open to Wyvex Media and associated company employees and their families.

Delimano is the very latest cookware sensation offering a range of Italian-made, high 
quality, ceramic-coated non-stick cookware that combines style and practicality. Due 
to the range’s patented non-stick technology, not only will your cooking be healthier 
as you’ll use less oil, but it will also taste rich and flavoursome and your ingredients will 
retain all of their natural colours, aromas, juices and goodness.  The ceramic coating in 
Delimano cookware allows for better heat conduction and distribution for even cook-
ing, allowing you to cook on mostly low and medium temperatures. Delimano products 
also have a thermo-sensor where the handle meets the pan, which turns red when the 
ideal cooking temperature has been reached. Visit www.delimano.co.uk
The Oban Times has a fantastic Delimano six piece cookware set to give away. The set 
contains one small frying pan, one large frying pan, one cooking pot, saucepan and two 
glass lids. For your chance to win, simply answer this easy question, complete the coupon 
and post it to The Oban Times, Cookware Comp, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.  
Entries must be submitted by Tuesday May 6, 2014.

Question:  Complete the name of this famous TV chef – Jamie _____?

a) Oliver b) Ramsay c) Blanc



Thursday 24 April, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 5NEWS

A FORT William mum has 
realised her dream of having 
an allotment after waiting 18 
months for the chance to grow 
vegetables with her children.

Alison MacDonald put her 
name down for one of Sunny 
Lochaber United Gardeners’ 
plots on Cow Hill in 2012 in the 
hope of adding horticulture to 
the list of family hobbies.

The 42 year-old Lochaber High 
School catering assistant had 

salad leaves on the window ledge 
of her Ross Place home and was 
desperate to try gardening in the 
great outdoors.

And last week Alison, together 
with kids Theresa, 10, Sean, 12 
and family friend Ruairidh Cant, 

dirty preparing four raised beds 
for spring planting.

A BALLACHULISH care 
home could soon be able to 
offer weekly massage therapy 
to residents after receiving a 
funding boost.

£3,000 to provide weekly hand 
treatments and has been given 
a £500 donation from Highland 
Titles, which sells off souvenir 
plots of land to fund woodland 
conservation work in Lochaber 
and Appin.

Sandra Russell, treasurer of 
fundraising group Friends for 

managed to fund some holistic 
massage therapy which was 

Lochcarron Golf 
Club break-in
THE CLUBHOUSE at 
Lochcarron Golf Club was 
broken into and items stolen 
from the premises sometime 
between 9pm on Saturday and 
7am on Sunday.

Anyone who can help local 
police with their enquiries can 
phone 101.

Caol car tyres damaged
POLICE are appealing for information 
after tyres on two cars parked in Mackay 
Crescent, Caol, were damaged sometime 
between 6pm last Wednesday and 8am last 
Thursday.

Contact local police on 101.

Family in difficulty 
during walk
KYLE OF Lochalsh lifeboat 
launched last Thursday evening 
after a family requested 
assistance on the Isle of Skye.

The father and two young 

walking on the remote shoreline 
between Kylerhea and Kinloch.

Kyle and Broadford 
coastguard teams as well as 
local police assisted with the 
search. The family was found 
unharmed and picked up by 
local police. 

A COUPLE who have supported 
a children’s charity in Oban 
for the past 10 years have been 
given a warm send-off as they 
left their roles.

Kay McDonald, who was play 
leader and fundraiser at Lorn 
Toy Library’s Toy Cupboard for 
the past decade, and her husband 
John, who volunteered every 
week, were given a presentation 
on their last day on Easter 
Friday.

The service, established in 

MOST women are treated to 
gifts on their birthday, but one 
on Mull will be giving, rather 
than receiving, when she marks 
turning 30 by shaving her head.

Susanne Van Erp is donating 
her hair to have it made into 
a wig for a children’s cancer 
charity next month. 

The brave hotel worker’s 
shoulder-length locks will be 
chopped on May 8 and given to 
The Little Princess Trust. If that 
isn’t enough, Susanne is trying 
to raise £350 for the charity to 
cover the cost of making the 
wig.

Susanne’s drastic haircut will 

year anniversary of remission 
from colorectal cancer.

reasons for my decision. I’m 
shaving my head in solidarity 

some awareness of women’s 
cancers, like breast and ovarian 
cancer. 

from these and were treated 
successfully, but they did get 
very ill so also it is solidarity 
towards them.

year on this earth with a random 
act of kindness towards kids. I 
think they deserve every chance 
to start life with as few troubles 
as possible. 

prevent a child who is already 
in an awful situation because of 
their illness from being picked 
on and feeling awkward for 
looking different then I will 
happily do so. 

Message

I want to send a message to 

freedom over your own body. 
You can chose what to do with 
it, it’s none of anybody else’s 
business.’

Residents of the Bellachroy 
Hotel, where Susanne and Allan 
work, will be in for a shock on 
the day as Allan plans to shave 
his bride-to-be’s head on her 
lunch break.  

and get back to work bald,’ she 
added. 

going, I’m sick of the ponytail 
and when it’s untied I look like 
Neil from The Young Ones.’

The couple recently moved to 
Mull from Tighnabruaich and 
haven’t set a date for the wedding 
so Susanne could be a bald bride, 
but they said they don’t care.

I might have a square skull or 
something, so we’ll see how 
ridiculous I look with a shaved 

then I might keep it for a while. 
If not it’s only hair, it’ll grow 
back.’

And the future groom told his 

care if you have short hair on our 
wedding day.’

Donations to Susanne’s cause 

A COMPANY started by just two employ-
ees is celebrating after being given the UK’s 
highest accolade in business success for a 
second time. 

Award for Enterprise, which recognises its 
achievements in international trade, after 
recording exceptional overseas growth 

over the past three years. Exports in 2013 
reached £3.8million, with shipments going 
to Europe, the Middle East, Asia, Africa and 
the Americas. 

-
sented with the award in 1994 when founder 
Johnny Noble made the trip to Buckingham 
Palace to collect the honour.  

Current sales director, Simon Briggs, will 
be formally handed this year’s award at a 
special ceremony at Loch Fyne Oysters in 
May.

pinnacle achievement for the company and 
a personal highlight of the 15 years I have 
been working at Loch Fyne.

food and hotel trade event in Singapore, 
where the strength of our brand in the Far 
East has never been clearer.’

Now, with more than 130 members of staff, 
Mr Briggs said the achievement recognised 
their hard work to ensure the best products 
and service were supplied around the world. 

FORMER Scotland rugby 
captains Rob Wainwright and 
Gavin Hastings have teamed up 
to bring lifesaving equipment to 
the Isle of Coll.

Rob, who lives on the island, 
this week presented Coll GP 

on behalf of Gavin, who is a 
patron of the Sandpiper Trust 
charity that aims to improve pre-
hospital care in rural areas. 

The trust has already donated 
a Sandpiper Bag containing 
£1,000 of emergency equipment 
to the island doctor, who is 
delighted with the support the 
local practice has received.

administering of rapid and 
appropriate medical intervention 
to a patient during the critical 

contributes to an increase in 
positive patient outcomes but also 

and resilience especially in 
remote parts of Scotland. In 
view of the limited resources 

Loch Fyne Oysters’ royal recognition for international success

For the chop: Susanne is 
shaving her head for child 

cancer patients.

Kay and John McDonald, centre, were given a warm send-off from The Toy Cupboard. 16_t17toy01

1990, allows parents to meet up 
at Glencruitten Church Centre 
throughout the week and let their 
children play with toys in a safe 
environment.

The membership has trebled in 
the 10 years Kay has been play 
leader with nearly 300 children 
registered with the service.

And saying goodbye proved 

who said she hoped to return as 
a volunteer. 

and Bute Council as a creche 
worker and they loaned me here 
for eight months. That was 10 
years ago. 

have always loved it here.’
Busy day

Despite the organised chaos of 
a busy day in the toy library, Kay 
says she found the environment 

she admitted.
Kay left the role to concentrate 

on her other responsibilities, 

including working as a town 

The Toy Cupboard a lot of time 
and effort and it is time to hand 
over to someone younger with 
more energy and new ideas,’ she 
added.

Toy Cupboard three years ago to 
help move some boxes. For the 
past three years he has returned 
to help every Friday before 
working a night shift at the Falls 
of Lora Hotel, in Connel.

Sheila MacGregor, a play 

Cupboard and she and John were 
so dedicated. 

everyone here.

warmth were among the reasons 
it has become so popular. She’s 
an absolute star.’ 

Kay was presented with a 
necklace, a painting, a scarf and 
chocolates as leaving gifts.

Happy gardeners: Alison, Ruairidh, Theresa and Sean hard at work on the allotment. 20_f17allot01

Alison told The Oban Times

missed having a garden - not just 
to sit out in but to grow stuff as 
well.

list for a year and a half and we 
got the plot at the beginning of 
April. 

It’s great for the kids to 
learn about growing their own 
vegetables and recycling - there’s 
a compost bin here and all the 
scraps from the house go into it. 
They are really loving it - Sean 
has really taken to it and is really 
keen.’

Currently the family is 
preparing the soil for planting 
onions, leeks, beetroot, peas, 
carrots and potatoes, with one 
bed set aside for herbs. Next 
tasks include painting the shed, 
chipping the border and putting 

worth waiting to get the plot 
although it does involve a lot of 
hard work, especially at this time 
of year when you are getting 
things ready for growing.

plot which I think is quite good. 

the cost savings we can make 
and although it’s trial and error 
the stuff will taste a lot better to 
what you can buy.

eating veg if they have been 
involved planting and growing 
them.’

kids get older they have their 
own interests but this just brings 
us together to spend a few hours 
outside. 

long term project.’

Children’s charity bids 
fond farewell to couple

Stewart Borland of Highland Titles presents a donation to Sandra 
Russell for Abbeyfield Care Home. 

highly appreciated by the older 
people. This time spent with 
touch sensation, and one to one 
attention, seemed to bring great 

people. 

they can have a chat about what’s 
going on in the area. It brings the 
outside world into them. We are 
extremely grateful Highland 
Titles have felt able to support us 
once again.’

lodged a grant application with 
Scottish Government initiative, 
Reshaping Care for Older People, 
for the rest of the funding. 

Rob Wainwright presents Coll’s doctor, Celine O’Neill, with the 
defibrillator donated by former Scotland rugby captain Gavin 

Hastings, a patron of the Sandpiper Trust. 

on the island, with no Scottish 
Ambulance Service personnel, 
the emergency medical retrieval 
team  were invited to Coll to 
instruct the Fire and Rescue 
team in conjunction with the 
healthcare practitioners to deal 
with trauma and emergencies 
in an attempt to promote 
community resilience.’

Meanwhile Rob, himself a 
doctor, will next month be joined 
by a group of cyclists who either 
live on Coll or have connections 
to the island in cycling 811 miles 

well as raising more money for  
Mary’s Meals. 

They will cycle and camp their 
way around the coast over seven 
days from May 31, taking a day’s 
break before participating in the 
Mull Sportive. Then, on day 
nine, they will participate in the 
event. To support the cyclists, 
who hope to raise £20,000, log 
on to uk.virginmoneygiving.

Brave hotel 
worker to 
donate hair 
to charity 

COMMUNITY paths in rural areas 
are to be upgraded thanks to grants 
totalling £835,000. 

Port Ellen, Glassary, Appin and 
Kilchrenan are among the villages 

completed by next spring.
The funding from Sustrans 

Community Links has been split 
across six projects including 

distillery pedestrian path, linking 
Port Ellen and Ardbeg. 

Kintyre and the Islands Councillor 
Robin Currie was thrilled at the 
announcement. 

the council successfully sourced 
this funding for the Port Ellen to 
Ardbeg pathway. I was involved 
right at the start of this project and 
I’m delighted that I was able to get 
the council working in partnership 
with the community groups on Islay 
to enable this important project to 
happen. The creation of a pathway 
from Port Ellen to Ardbeg is of 
massive importance to locals and 
visitors.’ 

A new path linking Bridgend and 
Kilmichael, Mid Argyll, will be 
constructed thanks to a £150,000 

grant. It is hoped this will provide 
a safer walking route to Glassary 
Primary School. 

A further £20,000 will go to 
upgrading the off-road path from 
Kirkton to Strath of Appin Primary 
School and another school is to 

to Kilchrenan Primary School to 
build a pathway and bridge leading 
to the village hall.  

In light of the recent plans to 
increase the Oban-Glasgow train 
route to six journeys per day, 
Scotrail received £140,000 to 
improve links to rail stations on 

the West Highland Line. Argyll 
and Bute Council’s policy lead 
for transport Duncan MacIntyre 

for the area. With this funding 
award we will be able to keep our 
communities connected and ensure 

– a key aspect of our economic 
development strategy. We will be 
working closely with our partners 
to deliver these projects within the 
given timescale.’ The remaining 
£250,000 was awarded to Dunoon 
to improve the esplanade and local 
walking and cycling infrastructure.

Rugby stars team up 
to bring lifesaving 
equipment to Coll

Rural villages delighted as Sustrans steps 
forward with £835,000 path link cash

Donation boosts therapy hopes Pledge to support 
creative industries
MG ALBA has pledged to support 
Scotland’s creative industries following the 
announcement by the Scottish Government 
of an additional £2.1million for BBC 
ALBA.

The First Minister, Alex Salmond 
announced the extra funding, which will 
support the production of new programmes, 

new headquarters last week at Seaforth 
Road, Stornoway.

dig in at Cow Hill allotment
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If you know someone who deserves this once in a lifetime opportunity then 
fill in the nomination form provided below or online at www.obantimes.
co.uk/legacy and let us know.  Please see the nomination criteria in the 
right hand box. All nominations must be received by midnight, Tuesday 
29th April, 2014. Nominations will be shortlisted by a Wyvex Media 
judging panel, including a Wyvex Media Director, and the winner chosen 
by an external panel of judges who will be announced in a future issue. 

Nominee’s name ..............................................................
Nominee’s telephone number  .......................................
Nominee’s address & postcode  .....................................
 ...........................................................................................

My nominee should win a Legacy Ticket because ........
(please submit up to 500 words on a separate sheet and attach this 
form. Please provide as much information as possible. The more 
details we have about your nominee the more the panel has to help 
aid their decision. The judges involved will not be able to research or 
get in touch for further information). 

Your name ........................................................................
Your address ....................................................................
 ...........................................................................................
Daytime telephone number ...........................................
Mobile number ................................................................
Email address ...................................................................
Send to: The Oban Times, 
Legacy Ticket Nomination, 
PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

Terms and conditions: Nominees must live in Argyll or the West Highlands. The identified beneficiary of the Commonwealth Games ticket will be gifted a pair of tickets so that they may be 
accompanied by a loved one, friend or carer. Travel, accommodation and other associated expenses are not included in the prize package. Staff employed by Wyvex Media and relatives 
of staff are ineligible to be a recipient of a ticket. The names and addresses of the ticket recipient and their companion will be supplied to the Scottish Government and the Glasgow 2014 
Organising Committee. Legacy Tickets are a gift and not for resale. It is illegal for tickets to the Commonwealth Games to be sold on. A Legacy Ticket needs to be used by the named 
ticket beneficiary and their companion. The following Glasgow 2014 terms & conditions set out the rights and obligations in relation to the use of tickets. Please familiarise yourself with 
these in advance of attending the sporting session/ceremony: http://www.glasgow2014packages.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Glasgow-2014-Ticketing-Terms-and-Conditions.
pdf. Nominations must be received by midnight, Tuesday 29th April. Nominations will be shortlisted by a Wyvex Media judging panel, including a Wyvex Media Director, and the winner 
chosen by an external panel. 

The Oban Times is asking readers to nominate someone in their local com-
munity who deserves to experience the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth 
Games first hand. 
The Scottish Government’s Legacy Ticket scheme recognises the achieve-
ment and contribution of people across Scotland who are helping to 
create this legacy by offering them tickets to watch one of the 17 sports 
at the games. 
The Commonwealth Games in Glasgow this summer is set to be the biggest 
sporting event in Scotland’s history – and they promise to be a fantastic 
spectacle to enjoy. These games are a once-in-a-generation opportunity 
to secure a legacy for communities across Scotland. 
Readers of The Oban Times will know the unsung heroes who are already 
making a difference - whether it’s a young person involved in sport, some-
one helping to make sport happen by volunteering or someone simply 
making your community a better place.

HOW TO NOMINATE

Nominate today! Do you 
know an unsung hero who 
fulfils one or more of the 
following criteria?
1. Young person, including Team 
Scotland supporters, and those 
involved in sport at school, 
community or club level

2. Those who make sport happen, 
including volunteers

3. Those who make a contribution 
to their communities, through 
volunteering or other means

4. People without the opportunity 
to experience the games, and those 
from disadvantaged groups.

Glenelg FC has unveiled its business supporters for 2014 in the Skye and Lochalsh 
Football League. Above, sponsors Craig Scobie, Glenelg Shop; Erica MacDonald, 

Highland Kilt Cushions; Sheila Condie, Glenelg Inn; and Colin Ferguson, Route 
Monkey Limited, present the cheque to Glenelg FC manager Rab MacAskill. 

Banavie Primary School pupils were soaked even before the rain started as they held a car wash in the playground. 
The children were fundraising for a joint trip to Edinburgh with Invergarry Primary School at the end of May to visit Parliament, 

Edinburgh Castle, the zoo and Dynamic Earth. Hot drinks were on hand to warm the kids up as a coffee morning was held inside the 
school. 20_f16banavie01

TWO HIGHLAND 
communities have signed up 
for a pilot scheme to use new 
technology to report road 
defects such as potholes and 
faulty street lights.

Representatives of 
Stratherrick and Foyers 
Community Council and 
Strathglass Community Council 
are working with Highland 
Council to trial the system, 
which uses GPS-enabled mobile 
devices to report faults and 
concerns to the council for 
inclusion in its local repair plan.

The initiative means 
communities will be better 
advised of when work will be 
done and reduce duplication and 
costs by dealing with several 
issues at one visit. William 

services, said the aim was to be 

MARINE Harvest has produced 

reared without using toxic 
chemicals to control sea lice.

were collected by well-boat 
from the company’s three farms 
on the sea loch last week to be 
taken to Mallaig for harvesting. 

A Passover Seder meal was held by the Rev R E Brookes in Kilchrenan on Maundy Thursday. The 
Seder is based on the Biblical verse commanding Jews to retell the story of the Exodus from Egypt, 

while partaking in the meal consisting of various symbolic foods which were eaten during the 
course of the Seder. 

Lochawe
A BUSINESS meeting of Lochawe 
Institute was held on April 2, when 
two ladies from Dalmally Institute 
came to count the votes.

Results were as follows: president 
- J Ogden; vice president - J Rankine; 
treasurer - P McLeod; secretary - A 
Hay; magazine secretary - J Wylie; 
press and competitions secretary - M 
MacKenzie; committee members - V 
Williams and C Milne.

Tea was provided by Sheila McAleer 
and Jean Wylie. 

Arisaig
ARISAIG WRI held its monthly 
meeting on April 10 and welcomed 
the speaker for the evening Angela 
Simpson.

Angela gave a talk on cutting garden 

great interest.
Members all made a table 

centrepiece with wonderful results.
Competitions: Dried Flower 

Arrangement - 1 Vera MacDonald; 
2 June Cairns; 3 Anne Cameron. 
Favourite Pot Planter - 1 June Cairns; 
2 Yvonne MacDonald; 3 Vera 
MacDonald.

The next meeting is the annual 
meeting on May 15.

Fort William
FORT  William SWRI, at its April 
meeting, welcomed Alex Francis of 
Scottish Canals, who took members on 

a pictorial trip down the Caledonian 
Canal.  

With the assistance of John Stafford, 
using his own photographs and 
others he has begged, borrowed or 
‘stolen’ - his own words - Mr Francis 
entranced his audience with an aerial 
slideshow of the canal from Muirton 
Locks to Banavie.  

Afterwards he spoke of the history 
and stories of the canal and the people, 
the Highlanders and Irish navvies who 
built it and the generations of families 
who worked on it over the last 200 
years. The talk ended with a selection 
of beautiful seasonal photographs, 
accompanied by recorded evocative 
clarsach music. 

Mr Francis was thanked for his 
informative and entertaining talk by 
Isobel McGavin.

The competition for a boat ornament 
was won by Angela Lee and Edyth 

winner was Elspeth MacKenzie.
The next meeting is on Monday May 

5 in Inverlochy Hall at 7.15 pm.

Taynuilt
PRESIDENT Jessie Servant welcomed 
18 members to the annual general 
meeting of Taynuilt SWRI held in 
Taynuilt Village Hall on Wednesday 
April 9 at 7.30pm. 

The members voted for a new 
committee and these were counted 
by Stella Huntingford and Alice 
Campbell who were acting as tellers. 

The activity for the evening was a 

fun session involving games and much 
hilarity and enjoyment was had by 
eveyone present. 

Hostesses for the evening were the 
non-committee members, who put on 
a lovely spread.                 

arrangement : 1 Alice Campbell. 
Decorated Hen’s Egg in Egg Cup: 1 
Ellie Galbraith; 2 Alice Campbell. 

The prizewinner for the most points 
for 2013-2014 was Alice Campbell, 
who won the shield, and joint second 
was Doreen Penswick and Jessie 
MacFarlane, who will share the plate. 
The trophies were presented by Jessie 
Servant, who also wished everyone a 
good summer.

Appin
APPIN SWRI president Linda 
MacLeod welcomed members to the 
suitably decorated Port Appin Hall 
on April 10 for the annual general 
meeting and race night. 

the races and everyone enojoyed the 
various games and activities. 

The prize for best-dressed lady went 
to Beth Parkin and the best-dressed 

and Janet Fairbairn. The prettiest scarf 
belonged to Agnes Thomson. 

After a delicious tea, the trophies 
for the session were awarded as 
follows: Housewives - 1 Alison 
MacCorquodale; 2 Myra MacDougall. 
Handcrafts - 1 Brenda MacLeod; 2 
Doreen Evans.

COUNCILLOR Louise Glen 
Lee has accepted a position on 
the Bridge of Orchy Village 
Hall Trust, becoming the 
Argyll and Bute Council 
representative.

The appointment is necessary 
to comply with the original trust 
deeds of the hall.

At the Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles Area Committee on April 
9, fellow area councillors 
nominated Councillor Glen 
Lee, who was absent from the 
meeting, for the role. She has 
since accepted.

The Bridge of Orchy Hall 
Trust was created in March 
1963 when the land and the hall 
were deeded to three trustees: 
the owner of Blackmount 
Estate, the councillor for the 
district and the minister of 

supported by a management 
committee.

RESIDENTS of Kilchoan had 
a busy Easter Sunday as they 
spent the morning litter picking 
at the shore.

Around 20 locals turned out 
for the annual clean up starting 
from the Ferry Stores at 11am 

hotel at 1pm - just in time for 
Sunday lunch.  

ISLE of Rum residents will 
need their rubber gloves and bin 
bags on Sunday as they embark 
on a beach clean. 

Kilmory Bay will be cleared 
of rubbish before a community 
barbecue at lunchtime. Organis-
ers have asked that volunteers 
meet at Kilmory at 10am and 
bring barbecue food. 

DUNVEGAN Community 
Council has organised a 
programme of events to 
commemorate the First World 
War.

The day chosen, August 4, 
will be 100 years to the day 
when Great Britain declared 
war on Germany, presaging 

so many young men never 
returned. Events will include 
a parade by the Navy, Army, 
RAF, Army cadets and British 

1 RAF Lossiemouth and a 
remembrance prayer in English 
and Gaelic.

PROSPECTIVE stallholders 
are being advised to book a 
place for the home and garden 
sale in Glengarry Village Hall, 
Invergarry, on Saturday May 10 
by calling 01809 501447.

ST BRIDE’S Primary 
School and Nether Lochaber 
Community Council will do 
their bit for the environment 
when they carry out a beach 
clean at North Ballachulish on 
Sunday.

Volunteers are asked to meet 
at the Gleaner petrol station 
at 11am. Safety gear will be 
supplied.

THE ANNUAL general 
meeting of Connel Community 
Council will be held next 
month, alongside other business.

The meeting will take place 
on May 13 in Connel Hall 
from 7.30pm and agenda items 
include the adoption of new 
community councillors. 

CONNEL

Around the Rurals

BRIDGE OF ORCHY

KILCHOAN

DUNVEGAN

NETHER LOCHABER

RUM

GLENGARRY

From left, Camas Glas salmon farm assistant manager Calum MacPhail, John MacRae, Joe MacLeod, 
Jon Crosbie, manager Rosie Curtis, and Steve Canning with one of the salmon grown with the help 

of wrasse to control sea lice. Photo: A Kilchoan Diary. 

Glenelg FC unveils business supporters

Banavie pupils brave rain for fundraising car wash

Kilchrenan hosts Passover Seder meal
Highland Council community works manager John Taylor, 
Strathglass Community Council Council chairwoman Molly 

Doyle, Highland Council leader Drew Hendry and Strathglass 
Community Council secretary Heather Redmond test out the new 

fault recording system. 

more responsive to community 
concerns about ‘everyday’ 
things. He said: ‘If the pilots 
prove to have the value that 
we anticipate to communities, 
then we would seek to roll 
this approach out across the 
Highlands.’

Council leader Drew Hendry 
said: ‘Communities are ready 
and willing to take a more 
active role in these types of 
local issues and we are very 
keen to help to pursue new 
ways to respond more quickly 
and give better value for every 
pound.’ Heather Redmond, 
secretary of Strathglass 
Community Council, said: ‘This 
is a great opportunity to make 
community priorities known 
to the council and should allow 
focused responses to defects 
when funds are under pressure.’

Highland communities 
sign up to fault 
recording pilot scheme

LOCH SUNART

Instead of chemical control, 
a shoal of ballan wrasse was 
employed to keep the salmon 
lice-free as they grew.

from the salmon’s skin without 
harming the host, providing a 
natural biological solution to a 
natural parasite.

The experiment proved 
successful and the wrasse will 
be on duty again when the next 
batch of salmon smolts arrive in 
Loch Sunart later this year.

Firm reaps reward of experiment

LAST 
CHANCE TO 
NOMINATE

Nominate an unsung hero 
today to win two tickets 
to a Commonwealth 
Games event
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Members of South Islay Development celebrate taking ownership of Port Ellen filling station.
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Lochaber children were kept busy during the Easter break with crafts and activities at a local holiday club run by the Lochaber Rural 
Educational Trust. Around 25 youngsters descended on the trust’s base at An Clachan near the Nevis Range ski centre to take part in 

nature walks, treasure hunts, crafts and baking. At the end of the week volunteers helped the children make their own Easter cards to 
give to family and friends. 20_f17club01

The Oban Times
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Passengers’ 
fury over bus 
time change  
Firm breaks vital public transport link 
between Mallaig and Fort William

High school Gaelic 
singers search
for conductor

-

-

B&B shortlisted for 
national award

Richard Lochhead: urging ‘yes’ 
vote. 20_f17loch01

NEWSDESK
01631 568000
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CÙRSAICHEAN GOIRID 2014
Nach tig sibh còmhla rinn airson seachdain eireachdail a chur
seachad san Eilean Sgitheanach as t-Samhradh airson
ionnsachadh mu cheòl, mu chultar agus mu chànan na h-Alba.
Airson cunntas slàn de na cùrsaichean thèid chun an làrach-lìn 
againn.

Your opportunity to discover Scottish Gaelic

Spend a week on Skye this Summer and out more about the
Gaelic language, culture, music, song and dance of Scotland.
We offer a variety of ve day courses and welcome adult learners
from all over the world year after year. For a full list of available
courses please visit our website. 

01471 888240
cg@smo.uhi.ac.uk

WWW.SMO.UHI.AC.UKARGYLL COLLEGE UHI

Apply now fo
r 

full-t
im

e courses 

startin
g August 

2014

c
:-

01631 559 500

m
:-

Lin.Kengen@
uhi.ac.uk   

NC Sport and Fitness

HNC Fitness, Health and Exercise

Introduction to Horticulture

NC Horticulture

Introduction to Land-Based Skills

Equido 1 and 2

SVQ Levels 1, 2 and 3 Hairdressing

NPA Construction (Lochgilphead)

SVQ 2 Performing Engineering Operations (Lochgilphead)

NC Administration

HNC and HND Administration and Information Technology

HNC Computing

HND Computer Science

NC Digital M
edia Computing

Towards a Career in Childcare

NC and HNC Early Education and Childcare

SVQ Levels 2 and 3 Social Services and Healthcare

SVQ Levels 2 and 3 Social Services (Children and Young People)

SVQ Levels 2 and 3 Youthwork

SVQ Level 1 Hospitality Services

SVQ Level 1 Food Preparation and Cookery

SVQ Levels 2 and 3 Professional Cookery

HNC Hospitality

NC Travel and Tourism

HNC and HND Sound Production

It’s a time of growth for 
WHC UHI and Septem-
ber 2014 will see the 
addition of two new full 
time courses, bringing 
the course list to over 
twenty. The range is wide, 
so whether you fancy 
Administration, Cookery, 
Music or Construction, 

we have something for 
you.

NC Fashion and De-
sign will be launched in 
Fort William and it will 
introduce a new choice 
locally for students 
interested in the creative 
arts who wish to develop 

their skills in this dynamic 
industry. 

NC Shipping and 
Maritime Operations is to 
run in Mallaig and will be 
a follow on for students 
who have successfully 
completed our popular 
Maritime Skills course 

Believe in your future, realise your 
potential with West Highland College UHI

and give them the op-
portunity to progress to 
Nautical College Officer 
training or a career in the 
servicing sector of the 
Maritime industry.
Learning for all
With the use of video 
conferencing and other 
forms of virtual learn-
ing, there are a range 
of courses available in 
all ten college centres 
from Ullapool in the 
north to Kilchoan in the 
south. This provides a 
unique chance for those 
who wish to study but 
who chose not to leave 
home, to continue their 

education. So: Childcare, 
Events, Administration, 
Access to HE, Highers 
and up to UHI degrees 
– all are available through 
this style of learning.

The college’s business 
training department 
(BEST) has been work-
ing closely with local 
businesses to ascertain 
what they require for staff 
training. This has led to 
an increase in industry 
certificates and other 
skills based training be-
ing delivered through 
college centres.

www.whc.uhi.ac.uk

By this time of year the 
resolutions you made 
on January 1 are usu-
ally long forgotten, but 
you don’t have to wait 
another five months to 
improve yourself.

Now is as good a time 
as ever to start making 
changes in your life, 
whether you want to get 
fit, learn a new language 
or takeup a new hobby. 

There are many new 
skills that it’s never to 
late to learn.

Even if you’ve never 
picked up a musical in-
strument in your life there 
are many dedicated and 
professional teachers 
around that can help you 
on your way whether you 
want to strum a guitar, 
plink a piano or squeeze 
an accordion. You may 

have a hidden talent 
inside you and could be 
entertainingfriends and 
family i no time.

If you want to do some-
thing practical but you’re 
not the musical sort don’t 
worry, there are a range 
ofother activities that you 
can take up.

If you fancy turning your 
hand to arts and crafts, 

which is becoming 
increasingly popular you 
might want to take a few 
classes on the subject 
depending on what it is 
you want to do.

If you’re interested in 
creating individual furni-
ture pieces a bit of train-
ing in carpentry doesn’t 
hurt - and saves you from 
hurting yourself.

You could also take art 
classes, pottery classes 
or workshops in willow 
weaving. There are a 
variety of these available 
both during the day and 
in the evenings.

If you’re an avid travel-
ler you might want to 
consider learning a new 
language to help you on 
your journeys.

Or if you would prefer to 
socialise a bit more while 
tackling something new 
why not try out dance, 
exercise or relaxation 
classes. There really is 
something out there for 
everyone.

Of course it could 
be that your interest in 
improving yourself runs 
deeper than simply tak-
ing on a new hobby or 

learning a new skill.
Maybe you’re stuck 

in a job that doesn’t 
have many prospects or 
where you feel you’ve 
achieved everything you 
can and are ready for a 
new challenge.

Well things don’t have 
to be that way, you could 
go back to studying and 
turn your career around, 

landing the job of your 
dreams.

Whatever career you 
would like to head into 
there will be a course in a 
college or university that 
can get you there.

If current financial com-
mitments mean studying 
full time isn’t possible 
there are part time and 
evening courses avail-

able to help you get 
where you want to be.

You never know, by this 
time next year you could 
have a new job, be run-
ning your own business 
created from a hobby or 
be globe trotting speak-
ing to locals fluently. 
The sky really is the limit 
when it comes to what 
you can do.

All types of work carried out, tuning, 
maintenance and valuations on pianos, 

harpsichords and small chamber organs.
Harpsichord hire also available

Quality friendly service 
- distance no object

Tel: 07970 443 456

Allan R Wright 
Piano Tuner
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Overnight closures of the A82 at Pulpit 
Rock, south of Ardlui will begin on 
Saturday 10 May, for up to 14 nights.

The road will close at 2200hrs and 
re-open each day at 0600hrs. The 
A82 will remain open either side of 
the closure.

Diversion routes between these hours 
will be northbound via the A83 at Tarbet, 
A819 and A85, and southbound via the 
A85 at Tyndrum, A819 and A83.

We apologise for any inconvenience 
caused.

This is to allow essential work to be 
carried out safely on the A82 Pulpit Rock 
improvement project.

For further information please visit:

www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/
projects/A82-Improvements/A82-
Pulpit-Rock

A82 overnight 
closures

A SERVING policeman has 
failed in his bid to complete the 
West Highland Way non-stop in 
aid of a Lochaber charity.

PC Paul Gallagher had hoped 
to walk the 97 miles from 
Fort William to Milngavie for 
Kirsty’s Kids.

Lochailort man John Bryden 
set up the charity in memory of 
his daughter Kirsty following her 
death in 2010 in a car accident.

PC Gallagher, accompanied by 
a kilt-wearing Mr Bryden, left 
Fort William at 10am on Friday 

Saturday night.

miles together with Mr Bryden, 
himself a former policeman, 
collecting cash from hikers 
along the way.

At the King’s House at 
Glencoe the pair met up with 
fellow members of international 
police motorcycle club The Blue 
Knights, who were acting as 
support team.

PC Gallagher, 45, from 
Anniesland in Glasgow, tramped 
on - but a damaged ankle meant 

THOSE enjoying the sun in 
Fort William at the weekend 
got more than they bargained 
for when a pair were covered in 

Onlookers were stunned when 
a mock bride and groom took 
part in a traditional ‘blackening’ 
on the High Street to raise 
money for Lochaber Hope. 

The event, organised by 
Fuze Ceremonies, included a 
‘wedding parade’ with Scott 
Graham and Cheryl MacPher-
son posing as bride and groom, 
accompanied by Lochaber High 

Police name death 
crash biker
POLICE have named the 
motorcyclist who killed in 
an accident on the A87 at 
Drumnacloch, near Luib on the 
Isle of Skye on Sunday.

Alexander Kenneth Brown 

of Glasgow died at the scene 
despite efforts by medical 
personnel to save him.

No other vehicle was involved 
in the incident.

A police spokesperson said: ‘A 
-

tion has been carried out and a 
report has been submitted to the 

HIGHLAND Council is launching a 
recruitment drive this week for 140 extra 
nursery staff as it prepares to implement an 
increase in childcare provision.

From this August, under the Children 

three and four year-olds in the country will 
be entitled to 600 hours per year of early 

in the current entitlement of 475 hours.
School nursery sessions will be extended 

by 40 minutes to three hours 10 minutes, 

meaning more staff are needed. Councillor 
Alasdair Christie, chairman of the education, 
children and adult services committee, 
said: ‘The increased childcare provision 
will be very welcome for both children 
and families. It will create options to help 
parents get back to work, and also provide 
more support for children’s development. A
further welcome aspect is this boost for 
employment in childcare services, which 
will be extremely helpful in communities 
across the authority.’

Council director     
to retire
THE DIRECTOR of Highland 
Council’s education, culture and 
sport service has announced 
his intention to retire later in 
the year.

Hugh Fraser, who will be 
60 in July, will step down at 
the end of September after 

as a teacher and in education 
management.

Mr Fraser’s retiral comes 
as his department prepares to 
merge with health and social 
care services from 28 April.

Bill Alexander will become 
director of the new integrated 
care and learning service and 
will work with Mr Fraser to 
achieve a successful transition.

PC Paul Gallagher, left, and John Bryden prepare to leave Fort William. The charity attempt was cut 
short by injury. 20_f17john01

he had to give up around 40 
miles into the attempt at Bridge 
of Orchy.

Nonetheless, his effort raised 
around £1,500 for Kirsty’s Kids 

Police Treatment Centres.
Mr Bryden, who collected an 

tribute to PC Gallagher’s brave 
effort.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It 
was just impossible for Paul to 
carry on. He has vowed to come 
back and have another go. 

Overwhelmed
‘I am absolutely overwhelmed 

and proud - it is incredible what 
he put himself through for us.

‘I do know for a fact that the 

fundraising appreciate it so 
much.’

PC Gallagher, an operational 

said: ‘I came up with the idea 
of an endurance ‘walk home’ 

and decided I wanted to raise 
money for both Kirsty’s Kids 
and the Police treatment centres 
at Harrogate in Yorkshire and 
Castlebrae at Auchterarder.

‘I had aimed to walk home and 
make it in one piece and hoped 

Saturday night. I’ll be back.’
Mr Bryden and wife Jan have 

converted their Lochailort 
home into an accommodation 
base for Kirsty’s Kids, which 
offers respite breaks to children 
suffering from short life 
expectancy and serious life 
limiting illnesses.

Mr Bryden said: ‘For children 
to break away from their 
medical procedures and be given 
the opportunity to come to the 
Highlands and experience fun 
and joy is an incredible thing.

‘It is people like Paul that make 
that possible and it was a great 
privilege to come along and 
support him.’

Police Treatment Centres help 

better health and get back to 
work sooner.

MP Danny Alexander made the case for a ‘no’ vote in Fort William. 
20_f17alexander01

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Peter Lees and Cheryl MacPherson were coated in treacle, flour 
and seaweed in a traditional blackening. 20_f17fuze02

School Pipe Band. Peter Lees 
then took over as groom for 
the blackening. The fun didn’t 
end there as money was thrown 
across the parade in a scramble 
for the kids. 

The event company organised 
the affair as a warm up to its 
charity event in the Nevis 
Centre this weekend, featuring 
a fashion show, dress auction 
and music. 

‘Fun, Frocks and Fundraising’ 
starts at noon on Saturday, with 
proceeds going to Lochaber 
Hope.

AN INDEPENDENT Scotland is 
feasible but would be ‘risky and 
dangerous’, a leading Highland 
MP and ‘no’ campaigner 
claimed at a Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce debate on Friday 
night.

Danny Alexander, Liberal 
Democrat member for 
Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch 
and Strathspey, maintained that 
increased powers for the Scottish 
Parliament within the union was 
the country’s safest future.

But when challenged to 
specify what additional powers 
were being promised by Better 
Together and if they would 
be guaranteed in a document 
similar to the SNP’s ‘White 
Paper’, Mr Alexander side-
stepped the issue. 

He said: ‘We did discuss a lot 

of extra powers that will be put 
in the manifestos of all three 
parties. I would say that you 
will be able to see from each of 
the three parties what they are 
saying and people have to make 
their choice between them after 
the referendum.’

Mr Alexander, who is also 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury, 

in the Alexandra Hotel that 
devolution gave Scotland the 
‘best of both worlds’.

He said: ‘It’s important that you 
don’t throw the baby out with the 
bath water and don’t throw away 

‘The SNP are putting forward 
a change, they’re the ones 

responsible for justifying the 
change they want to make. 

‘People say Better Together is 
negative but I don’t think it’s at 

all negative if someone has a bad 
idea to tell them it’s a bad idea.’

Mr Alexander said he did 
not know if he would stand 

for election to an independent 
Scottish Parliament following 
a ‘yes’ vote. He said: ‘I’m not 
one of the people who argues 
it’s not possible for Scotland to 
be independent, of course it is, 
but I think it would be risky and 
dangerous.’ 

Mr Alexander insisted a shared 
currency between Scotland and 

non-starter, despite an un-named 

pound sterling. We’ve heard 
from all parties about why this 
[shared currency] can’t happen 
but I just don’t understand 
why a country that wants to be 
independent would argue for a 
currency union. Why would you 
give up control of your interest 

rates and exchange rates to a 
branch in a different country?  It 
seems to me to be mad, it’s like 
tying your own hands behind 
your back.’

Marian Austin of Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce asked: ‘A 
lot of people up here [Highlands 
and Islands] feel out of touch 
with decision making, wouldn’t 
it be in our interest if all of the 
decisions were being made 
in Scotland?’ Mr Alexander 
replied: ‘I think the Scottish 
Government is becoming more 
and more centralised and any 
chance of them focusing on 
outside of Edinburgh is a long 
way away. I wish the Scottish 
Government would pay more 
attention to all the things that 
are happening in the Highlands 
and Islands.’ 

By EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

‘No’ campaigner claims an independent 
Scotland would be ‘risky and dangerous’ 

Council to recruit 140 new nursery staff

Dismay as 
ankle injury 
cuts charity 
walk short

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Onlookers stunned at 
charity wedding stunt

New man at the helm: Nevis Centre manager Kenny 
McLaughlin is determined to make the Nevis Centre a 

successful business. 20_f17centre01

THE BOARD of Linnhe Leisure Ltd, the 
charitable company operating the Nevis 
Centre, has appointed a new manager to run 
the Fort William sports and events venue.

position at Mount Stuart on the Isle of Bute 
before his relocation to Lochaber. He and his 
wife Kathryn have moved to near Lochaline, 
where Kathryn has taken up a management 
position with Ardtornish Estate.

Mr McLaughlin’s appointment comes 
after a turbulent year for the venue, which 

owners Highland Council to stave off pos-
sible closure.

Linnhe Leisure chairperson Sheana Fraser 
said: ‘Kenny’s appointment is regarded as a 
positive step in the move to improve services 
and increase the range of events on offer.’

Mr McLaughlin, originally from Stirling,  
said: ‘I am looking at building closer ties with 
community groups while trying to bring in 
some good established acts. Customers are 
desperate for this place to be a success.’

New man at Nevis Centre helm

KINLOCHLEVEN is gearing 
up for its biggest spectacle of the 
year, the Pre’65 Scottish Trial, 
which rolls into the village next 
weekend.

by the Edinburgh and District 
Motor Club, will see 181 riders 
from all over Europe compete for 
two days on vintage motorcycles 
- all manufactured before 1965 - 
over a tough course for the right 
to be crowned champion in the 

To celebrate the special 
occasion, a parade of the 2014 
entrants and their bikes will 
take place round the streets of 
Kinlochleven starting at 9.15am 
on Friday May 2.

Lochaber Schools Pipe Band 
will open the parade where clerk 
of the course Willie Robertson 
will be joined by guest of honour 
Alex Fender, who is a well-
known face at the Scottish Six 
Days Trial and the Pre’65. 

Also joining them at the head 
of the parade will be the winner 

181 plate, Mark Samuel. 
Immediately after the parade, 

the riders will make their way to 
the start area ready for the 10am 
start to commence two days of 

Edinburgh and District Motor 
Club secretary Ann Gordon 

said the event - the traditional 
curtain-raiser for the Scottish 
Six Days Trial in and around 
Fort William from May 5-10 
- was ‘set to be the best one 
yet’, especially after last year’s 
trial was severely curtailed by 
torrential rain.  

She said: ‘The new committee 
have worked tirelessly to resolve 
many of the problems that beset 

forward to seeing all their hard 
work come to fruition.  

‘There are a few new sections 
as well as some old favourites 
with something for all to 
enjoy. Many of the sections are 
accessible by foot and I would 
urge spectators not to take bikes 
around the course.  

‘One major change is that 
machine examination will 
take place on Thursday and 
new machine examiner Willie 
Stewart is looking forward to 
meeting all the competitors.’                                         

She added: ‘Thank you to all 
the villagers for embracing this 
parade and encouraging us to 
take the parade route further 
round the village than originally 
planned. 

‘The enthusiasm within the 
village for this event is immense 
and we are grateful to them for 
the welcome and support we 
receive every year.’

Kinlochleven 
gears up for 
Pre’65 Trial
Anniversary event sees 
parade through village

Thousands enjoy Easter snow
MORE than 4,500 people 
- including 800 skiers and 

Range to enjoy superb weather 
and snow conditions over the 
long Easter weekend. 

Although snowsports were 
quieter than expected tourists 
and locals alike enjoyed the sun 
from a height at the winter sports 
and mountain biking centre.

Marketing manager Heather 
Negus said: ‘It was absolutely 

stunning up the hill, it was just 
incredible. 

‘Loads of people went up on 
the gondola just to enjoy being 
on the mountain because the 
weather was so lovely. 

‘We will be delighted that that 
is a sign of things to come in the 
summer.’ 

Glencoe had also hoped more 
skiers would take advantage 
of the almost unprecedented 
amount of snow on the slopes.

Managing director Andy 
Meldrum reported just 1,500 
visitors from Friday to Monday.

He said: ‘It was quieter than we 
expected but it’s getting to that 
time of the year when people 
pack away their ski stuff and dig 
out their golf and sailing gear. 
We’re expecting to still be open 
over the May holiday weekend 
and we’re expecting similar 
numbers. 

‘We’ve still got more snow than 

we’ve had for decades but it’s at 
the wrong end of the season.’ 

Mr Meldrum is now looking 
forward to the annual free ride 
competition, the Coe Cup, on 
Saturday. 

More than 60 skiers and 
snowboarders will descend the 
Glencoe slopes at the event, now 
in its third year. 

The cup is usually held in 
March but was postponed due to 
bad weather.

Second vote on 
land buy out
AN ISLE of Lewis community 
is voting for a second time on 
whether to buy the land on 
which they live.

Last month a vote on 
transferring Pairc Estate from 
proprietor Barry Lomas to the 
Pairc Trust was halted by an 
eleventh hour wrangle.The hitch 
was resolved and new ballot 
papers have been issued with a 
completion deadline of May 1. 

The result will be declared the 
same evening.
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

LEIS gun do leugh mi iomradh ma dheidhinn ann am 

Memories Go inntinneach dhomh, ach dh’fheumainn a ràdh 
gun do dhrùidh e orm mòran na bu mhotha na bha dùil agam a 
dhèanadh e. 

Cha b’ e a-mhàin an t-alt sgrìobhaidh a th’ aig Sally Magnus-
son a dh’adhbharaich sin ach gun robh i ag innse mar a bhuail 
an tinneas dementia air a màthair agus mar a shìolaidh a 
cuimhne is a h-aithne.  

Thug an dearbh thinneas an dearbh sheòrsa buaidh air 
mo mhàthair fhìn agus bha an aithris aig Sally a’ dùsgadh 
chuimhneachain air tachartasan a bha cho dòrainneach dhomh 
fhìn ’s dha mo pheathraichean cuideachd. ’S tric a bhios mi 
a’ smaoineachadh air a’ chomhairle a thug banaltram eòlach 
dhuinn nuair nach robh sinn ach air ùr thuigsinn gun robh an 
tinneas air ar màthair. Thuirt i rinn luach a chur air an ùine a 
bhiodh againn cuide rithe oir ann am bliadhna neo dhà nach 
biodh sgeul air a’ bhoireannach air an robh gaol is eòlas againn, 
ged a dh’ fhaodadh i bhith beò fhathast cha bhiodh aithne aice 
oirnn tuilleadh. Agus sin mar a bha.  Fad nan còig bliadhna 

còmhradh ceart a dhèanamh.
Rinn Sally Magnusson mòran rannsachaidh air dementia fhad 

’s a bha i fhèin ’s a peathraichean a’ toirt an aire air a màthair 

lùib sgeulachd tinneis a màthar, le deàlraidhean eirmseachd bho 
àm gu àm a tha ag aotromachadh na h-aithris. Mar a bhiodh 
dùil, tha mòran san leabhar seo ma dheidhinn cuimhne agus 
mar a tha neach a’ cruthachadh agus a’ gleidheadh eòlas, agus 
bha iomradh air caochladh obair-rannsachaidh a shaoil mi a 
dh’fhaodte a cheangal ri neart cànain cho math ri slàinte neach. 
’S e aon de na cuspairean sin an ceangal a th’ againn uile ri 
coimhearsnachd agus mar a tha sin a’ cur ris a’ chuimhne agus 
an eòlas againn, agus mar phàirt den sin an aithne a th’ againn 
air cò sinn anns a’ choimhearsnachd. Saoil am biodh ar cànan 
’s ar dualchas na bu treasa nam biodh càirdeas teaghlaich 
agus cleamhnas ga chumail suas na b’ fhèarr? Bunait eile dha 
fèin-aithne?

compelling read.  
A warm but candid account of the family’s challenge 

coping with their mother’s dementia is skilfully interwoven 
with information on the illness and extensive references to 
international research on what is now one of the world’s major 

Whilst at times a distressing reminder for people who have 
witnessed this illness in their own family, this book is a beacon 
in the campaign for greater awareness of dementia and the 
urgent need for substantially increased resources for research 
towards treatment.  

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

This week’s flashback photograph was submitted by Colin Armstrong of Coventry and features the municipal tennis courts in Oban in 
days gone by. Why not send us your old pictures? Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone 

number. Anyone wishing prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

New municipal tennis courts, Oban

Restore old tourist 
board building
Sir,
I write to you in relation to the 

Square, Oban, owned by 
VisitScotland. 

I fail to understand why 
after two years it still remains 
closed even though it seems to 

staff.
The new tourist information 

centre is terrible. Last August 
I recall going in for some 

was packed. I’d say there were 
only 15 visitors in at the time, 
which meant nobody else could 
get in. 

How is the tourist board 
supposed to promote the area 
and its attractions if visitors 

I recall the former church 
building on Argyll Square 

an excellent exhibit.
I then tried on several occasions 

and no-one answered. The calls 
then started to cut off, another 
great impression for visitors to 
the town.

Oban tourist board used to beat 
Edinburgh tourist information 
centre in numbers, I would 

Given that the church building 
is one of the most prominent 
buildings in the centre of the 
town, surely VisitScotland as 
the owner has a responsibility to 
maintain the building and keep 
it open for business, instead 
of adding to the number of 
crumbling old buildings in the 
town.

If the building is now too big 
for them, could they not have 
a partner to occupy part of the 
building instead of having two 
locations.

I hope the Oban community 
will come together on this issue 
so this building can be restored. 
Just a thought to help save one of 
our buildings.
Name and address supplied.

Any old bus  
shelter will do 
Sir,
I notice a new bus shelter has 
been put up by Tesco’s car park 
and was wondering if anyone 
knows what happened to the old 
one? 

If it’s going spare, one is 
sorely needed at the terminus in 
Ellenabeich.

I catch the bus every day and it 
is most exposed, the only shelter 
being the telephone box which is 
rather cramped if there is more 
than one person.  

I offered to hold an auction of 
people’s collectables to pay for a 
shelter. The community council 
paid no interest whatsoever.

As a makeshift measure I put 
umbrellas in the telephone box 
for the use of the passengers, but 
as everyone knows umbrellas 
and turbines are no good in high 

winds. I understand the village is 
a conservation area as evidenced 
by the faux Victorian lamps, 
horse tether posts and no dog 
fouling notices but as a resident 
I just want to travel to Oban and 
arrive reasonably dry.

So if the old bus shelter is going 
spare we could use it.
George Doyle, 41 Ellenabeich.

Welcome news on 
sports pitches
Sir,
Credit where due. I have been 
known to criticise Highland 
Council over the state of their 
pitches in Lochaber.

How nice, therefore to read 
Councilor  Clark’s comments 
on this subject in last week’s 
papers, even better to read that 
all Lochaber councillors are of 
one voice on this matter. 

It can’t have been easy to 
accept that the recent report from 

in Wonderland’, but that seems 
to now be acknowledged and the 
councillors seem to be accepting 
what all the clubs and Lochaber 
Sports Association have been 
telling them for some time.

From our own club’s 
perspective and from discussions 
with the other clubs affected, I 
can assure the councillors this 
comes as very welcome news. 
It seems that at last the truth has 
come out.

One might say it is a great 
pity that it has taken the three 
biggest clubs in question to 
be on their very knees before 
this has happened, but I am 
now really looking forward 
to the forthcoming meeting 
with the councillors when the 
reality can be taken as read and 
we can get down to a realistic 
discussion about how to give our 
sports community the pitches 
they so badly need and so rightly 
deserve. Well done again to 
our elected representatives on 
your support for the essential 
proposed indoor training facility 
at Lochaber High School.
Duncan MacPhee, Fort 
William Shinty Club.

 Safe cycling 
guidelines
Sir,
Thank you for the recent 
coverage of police initiatives 
regarding road safety over the 
coming summer.

It is a pity though that whilst 
there is a quite proper reference 
on the part of Messrs Davidson 
and McEwan to speeding and 
dangerous driving by motorists 
and motorcylcists, there is no 
mention of pedal cyclists.

Given that the motto of Police 
Scotland, clearly displayed 
on their vehicles, is Keeping 
Police Safe’, then surely at this 
crucial time of the year, the 
least they could do would be to 
issue a cycling policy statement, 
pending some much-needed 
changes in the law.

Here are a few relevant points 

which might be included: Avoid 
using major roads whenever 
possible, especially where there 
is an alternative route.

Always use SUSTRANS 
and other cycle tracks where 
available.

Be courteous. When 
unavoidably on roads, ride in 

overtake you safely. Remember 
that frustration breeds accidents 
and that the roads are the lifelines 
of Argyll’s economy.

Ride with your head up 
and always be aware of your 
surroundings. See and be seen.

When you cannot avoid using 
roads, always wear a yellow high 
visibility waistcoat conforming 
to E471. You can get them for a 
couple of pounds. They weigh 
almost nothing and could save 
your life.

I am a lifelong cyclist myself, a 
former member of a cycling club 
and I am convinced that if these 
guidelines were followed, there 
would be a big improvement in 
road accident statistics.
John Gosling, Barcaldine.

Aliens in our
own backyard
Sir,
Between 1914 and 1918 and 
1939 to 1945 war meant a huge 
number of young men - boys in 
reality - left these islands to be 
caught up in the anihalation of 
death and destruction on foreign 
soil.

All those young men were 
lost to the various communities 
they lived in and the Hebrides 
never fully recovered its initial 
community base and true spirit.

During the last 100 years only 
lip service has been given to 
the islands, and the respective 
communities, opposed to having 
them restored, and built up 
morally and physically, so that 
those communities were morally 
and physically supported to get 
back on their feet and to ensure 
the indigenous base was still 
there. But no,  it was not done, 
and each and every successive 
administration and government 
agency did nothing for the 
community base, although 
lately here, they are making 
inroads with loads of funding to 
promote museums, tourism and 
any other arty craft alien ideas
you care to think off.

This is being done  through 
mostly non local administrators 
telling us what we should, or 
should not do, on our own soil.

This has resulted in the little 
known fact that I, and many true 
locals, feel like aliens in our own 
backyard.

Now sadly, what has taken root 
is that the war dead and St Kilda 
folks are being used as grounds 
for making capital and small 
business by some organisations.

Now our indigenous folk have 
largely been stamped out,  our 
language is also slowly being 
killed off by academia.

So I put this to whom it may 
concern, when are you  going 
to acknowledge and address 
our desperate and most realistic 
social problem and all the 
sad/true  issues that have not 
been helped in any small way 
since 1914? May the Good Lord
give those brave young men of 
all wars and their families the 
rest and peace they all deserve 
as secular life and governments 
will never do it according to 
what I  have witnessed over the 
years.
Aonghas Eoghainn Mhoir, 
Gearraidh na Monaidh, 
Uibhist a Deas.

Piping Live 2014
WITH Glasgow no longer able 
to depend on its industries for 
economic success, it must look 
elsewhere and festivals such 
as Piping Live make a major 
contribution. 

Each year an economic 
impact study is carried out and 
for 2013 this festival which, 
in one week, had 150 events 
involving 790 performers 
contributed £2.9m.

the fact that 34 per cent of 
visitors came from outwith 
Scotland and they would have 
travelled to other parts of the 
country during their stay. 

Recently the programme 
for 2014 was launched and it 
features some changes from 
previous years. 

Having held the World Pipe 
Band Championships for the 

days, Saturday and Sunday, 
at the end of the Piping Live 
week a decision has been 
taken to continue with the 
two-day format but to use the 
Friday and Saturday on this 
occasion. Grade 1 bands will 
participate in their qualifying 
round on Friday.

Festival director Roddy 
MacLeod outlined the main 
concerts as follows: Monday 
August 11: World Masters 
Solo Competition with the 
winner qualifying to take part 

-
tion in October. Tuesday: Pipe 
Band Quartet competition 

take part. Wednesday: Gaels 
and Gracenotes featuring 
the Angus Nicholson Trio, 
Darren MacLean and the 
Mischa MacPherson Trio. 
Thursday will be an evening 
of new music featuring the 
new Boreraig composition 
by Calum MacCrimmon and 
Rakish Paddy with Caoimhin 
Vallely. 

Friday will introduce a new 
venue for evening concerts, 
the Art School’s Student’s 
Union, with Daimh Big Band, 
Tejedor and Paddy Keenan 
and on the Saturday Skipinn-
ish will play at the After the 
Worlds Shindig. 

Quite a programme but 
Piping Live is much more than 
the evening concerts.

Daytime events will include 
recitals with Gordon Walker, 
Angus MacColl and Jack Lee, 
street cafe sessions outside 
the National Piping Centre, 
music of the nations with 
pipers from many different 
countries showcasing their 
traditional pipes, family days 
and museum tours. 

Perhaps the biggest change 
to the programme will be 
in the Pipe Idol competition 
which in previous years had 

will now see a heat early on 

same day so that there is no 

The launch was more than 
an information evening with 
entertainment being provided 
by Chris Armstrong who 
played some new tunes and 
also some which had not 
been heard before and he 

was followed by a section of 
the Greater Glasgow Police 
Scotland Pipe Band with Pipe 
Major Duncan Nicholson. 

On the evidence of their 
performance at this occasion 
they look to be strong 
contenders for major awards 
at competitions during the 
coming season. 

Away from piping, Darren 

reputation as one of Gaeldom’s 

evening which was recorded 
by Radio Scotland and will 
be broadcast this coming 
Saturday on Pipeline.

Ceol’s Craic
THE FULL programme for 
Ceol’s Craic to be held at 
the CCA this Saturday will 
feature students and staff from 
Sabhal Mor Ostaig throughout 
the day. 

As promised last week the 
programme is as follows: 
starting at 2.30pm there will 
be a presentation by visual 
artists in residence and this 
will be followed, at 4pm, by 
Gaelic drama workshops for 
teenagers with the opportunity 
for questions. 

The evening session 
will start at 7.30pm with a 
performance of the original 

Artair Donald. From 8.15pm 
to 9pm the students will 
showcase their traditional 
music expertise and from 
9.30pm to 10.30pm popular 
Gaelic singer Kathleen 
MacInnes will be joined 
by guitarist Ross Martin, a 
member of Daimh, forming a 
new partnership. For tickets 
telephone 0141 352 4900.

Diary dates
Friday April 25: Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association 
Ceilidh Dance, Crawford 
Hall, Partick, 9pm to 1am. 
Scott Wood Trio and guests, 
National Piping Centre, 
7.30pm. Stirling Gaelic 
Choir Concert, Victoria Hall, 
Dunblane, 7.30pm.
Saturday April 26: Glasgow 
Skye Association Closing 
Ceilidh (The Wee Skye), 
Crawford Hall, 7.30pm. St 
Columba Gaelic Church 
Guild, soup and sandwich 
lunch in aid of the Lusobilo 
Orphan Project, Malawi, at 
Gorbals Parish Church, 
Glasgow, G5 ORA, 10.30am 
to 2.30pm.
Tuesday April 29: Live at 
the Star, Admiral Bar, 72a, 
Waterloo Street, 8pm, Sarah 
McQuaid.
Thursday May 1: Scottish 
Music Concert, Royal 
Conservatoire for Scotland, 
7.30pm.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Park Bar this 
weekend will be played by 
the Ardmore Band on Friday, 
Eriskay Lilt on Saturday and 
Nicky McMichan on Sunday 
while in the Islay Inn it will 
be Black Velvet on Friday and 
Dynae Beaver on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Historic low 
duty victory for   
FairFuel UK
Sir,
April 14 2014 marked a massive, 
historic victory for FairFuelUK. 

Finally the government has 
admitted what we’ve been telling 
them since 2011 - low fuel duty 
helps the wider economy. 

The Treasury has now  said 
GDP will rise by 0.5 per cent 
because not enacting all those 
fuel escalators mean drivers 
have more to spend on other 
things. 

I should be cross that the 
government is claiming this 
economic revelation to be their 
own idea when Howard Cox, 
founder of FairFuelUK, and 
I have stood in front of their 
fuel duty experts and ministers 
on many occasions since 2011 
saying exactly this and backing 
it up with expensive reports that 
we commissioned and paid for. 

So to all our fantastic backers 
and the cross party MPs who 
gave us their unstinting support, 
give yourselves a hearty 
metaphorical slap on the back. 
Because we pulled this off 
together. 

We’ve changed government 
policy, helped economic growth, 

reduced transport costs across 
the economy and given a helping 
hand to millions of hard-pressed 
families and business to the tune 
of many billions of pounds.
Quentin Willson, FairFuelUK. 

WE ASKED Oban Times
facebook followers: As of 
Monday May 12, there will no 
longer be a parking free-for-all 
in Oban and other Argyll towns 

work. 

intermittent enforcement, is this 
good news?

John Gordon Booth
long will it be before they 
cut down the time that you 
are allowed to park in the 
supermarket car parks. 

can hold thousands of pounds 
and they need emptying daily so 
big money is being earned from 
parking. 

big multi-storey car park? That 
would end all parking problems.

parking in the town.’

Caragh Scott
have free parking at the Corran 
Halls when nothing on there 
to get visitors into town and 
spending in shops?’

Jennifer Louise Leiper:

pay to park then there would be 
places to park. 

twice a week to the same place 
and can never get parked. 

enough parking in Oban as it is.’

Charlie Jack
new wardens do something 

drivers that stop endlessly, and 
all day long, in the bus stops at 
Station Square, while they use 
the cash machines at the bank.’

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Send your letters to The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 

Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email 
editor@obantimes.co.uk

OFTEN the comparison is made between private industry and 
public bodies, most commonly in reference to how disgraceful it 
is that one doesn’t do what the other would.

Most of the time this comparison is unfair, failing to take into 
account the difference between providing an amenity for the 

If ever, though, there was a comparison that is relevant, it is 
continued lack of progress with NHS Highland in getting Oban’s 
new dental hospital up and running.

It is not unreasonable now to anticipate at least a year’s gap 

- even if it is not the long-intended Argyll Square Dental Practice 
which currently handles NHS patients for the Oban area.

Argyll and Bute Community Health Partnership member Dun-

correct. 
How a situation was allowed to develop whereby a bespoke, 

costly facility would lie empty for months before a tenant was 
found - when there was only really one candidate in the town to 
occupy it - beggars belief.

It is even worse when you consider a very similar situation 
happened in Campbeltown just a few years ago - even under the 
same health board. 

Clearly, lessons were not learned. 
This contract for tenancy should have been agreed before a 

penny was spent building the facility. Now NHS money - our 
money - is being wasted on not one, but two premises.

Even the most forgiving of observers would agree such situa-
tions would never arise if those in charge of delivering facilities 
such as these treated their budget as if it was their own money.

Perhaps, then, it is time to look for a different way to deliver 
such facilities?

Dentist delays an unacceptable waste
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Across
1 Foolish (6)
4 Skin disease (6)
9 Crisp fabric (7)
10 Addition symbol (5)
11 Strip of equipment (5)
12 A branch from the main (7)
13 Trial sports games? (4,7)
18 Without weapons (7)
20 Harness racer (5)
22 Tubes to play (5)
23 Ritual (7)
24 Knot and colour (3-3)
25 Heavy overcoat (6)

Down
1 Made-up (6)
2 Means of sealing a letter (5)
3 Dexterity (7)
5 Bring upon oneself (5)
6 Substance which regulates development 

(7)
7 Alert to (6)
8 To take someone as they are (5,3,3)
14 An instance (7)
15 Main place (7)
16 Silly person found on Sesame Street (6)
17 Wish given up (6)
19 Amble (5)
21 200 milligrams (5)
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Lochaber Care & Repair
Are you aged over 65 and/or living with a disability?

01397 706444

Lochaber Handyperson Service

01397 706333

Rape and Sexual Abuse Support

Tel. 01631 567190
Offers free confidential support to 

Women, Men and Young People (13+) 
who have been raped, sexually assaulted 

and/or sexually abused at any time in 
their lives.

Female Helpline
08001 214685

Male Helpline
08000 320399

support@ab-rc.org.uk
E-mail: info@abrc.org.uk 

www.ab-rc.org.uk

Because children’s lives are never just black and white

Do you have a few hours to spare to support 
a vulnerable local child or young person?
Please contact Cathi Bertin 

01546 603144
or 07918601567 

www.befriendersforchildren.co.uk
PO BOX 9576, 

Lochgilphead, PA31 9BB

Lochaber Action on Disability • Lochaber District

Lunch Club
Freshly prepared two course home-made cuisine

Every day: Monday - Friday
Arrive for 12.30pm
Served at 1.00pm

£4.50 per head
Come along and enjoy our open friendly manner at Caol Community Centre

All ages welcome
L.A.D.’s fully accessible transport available on request.

Give us a call on 01397 701171 and ask for 
Laura or just turn up and give us a try!

COMMUNITY CAFE
(You can find us opposite Caol Post Office, Glenloy Street, Caol)

Monday - Friday 9.30 - 3.00pm • Saturday 9.30 - 12.30pm
Chef’s Special

Homemade Soup, Toastie and a cup of tea / coffee £3.80
Afternoon Special

Homemade scone and a cup of tea / Coffee £2.10
Hot or Cold Roll and Drink of your choice

(1 filling) £2.70, (2 fillings) £3.00

Oban Salvation 
Army Community 

Church Centre 
Tel: 01631 563652 or 

07501 655 954

Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons drop-in from 12 to 4pm 
for “Tools and Tea” in The Shed - our free community workshop.

Friday afternoons 2-4pm we have Stitch’n’Time; an opportunity to learn 
new craft skills or share your expertise with others. All ages and abilities 
are welcome.

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturdays from 12-2pm, Oban AA Afternoon Group.

Tuesdays 7.30 to 8.30pm and Fridays 11am to 1pm - Inside Out; a support 
group for anyone affected by imprisonment.

Sundays at 11am, worship and fellowship in the hall. 

We usually keep a supply of sleeping bags and tinned food and welcome 
donations of tents and tins to help us support those sleeping rough.

Registered charity no: 214779
Scotland SCO09259

Care in the      
Community

Breathe Easy Oban is a support group for people 
affected by lung conditions including their friends, 
family and carers.
Meeting: Monday 28th April from 2-4pm 

(Held the last Monday of every month)
Location: Dunmar Court Residents’ Lounge,

Soroba Road, Oban, PA34 4JA
Contact: Amina Capocci - Treasurer

Margaret Stronach - Chairperson
Kay MacDonald - Secretary
T: 01631 563800  E: aminacapocci@hotmail.com

Scottish Charity 
No: SC038415

A COMMUNITY that 
cares is something many 
people lament as a lost 
trait in society nowadays.
But what if the helpful neighbour who used 
to pop out for the elderly woman next 
door’s shopping has simply been replaced 
with more professional - but no less caring 
- services.

A chat over a cup of tea and a few biscuits 
might solve some people’s problems but 
others may have much more on their 
plate to deal with. And there are plenty 
of places in Argyll that you can turn to for 
care and support in a time of need.

You could be facing problems at home, 
whether that be coping with a loved one’s 
illness, a recent bereavement or addiction 
issues.

There are many support and therapy 
groups that can help you overcome these 
issues and deal with the emotions you 
experience during them.

Perhaps you’re stuck in a situation you 
can’t see a way out of, if you or someone 
you know is experiencing domestic abuse 
help is at hand - don’t be afraid to speak 
up.

Reaching out to others can pull you back 
from a point where you may be considering 
harming yourself. Talking through our 
problems will help solve them.

But perhaps you just need a helping hand 
because of age or disability. Staying in their 
own home is what many people desire as 
the fragility of life catches up with them.

This can become trickier as mobility 
becomes a challenge but many 
organisations can install mechanically 
assisted devices in homes to ensure getting 
in and out of beds, chairs and baths is no 
problem.

Council and NHS Highland policies are 
also set to assist with care in the home for 
as long as possible so that people can 
remain independent. There are even 
agencies which will help upgrade and 
decorate elderly people’s homes.

Of course staying at home isn’t always an 
option, perhaps the burden of care has 
become too much for family members and 
the time has come to look at care homes.

Thankfully these are now far from the 
daunting sterile image of old. In Argyll 
care homes provide 24-hour-care services 
including support with all personal care.

You can also have a visit from hairdressers, 
physiotherapists, chiropodists, doctors, 
nurses, dentists and even dieticians. 
That’s on top of getting daily papers and 
magazines delivered.

If you’re a carer for anyone and struggling 
to cope - or just looking for a bit of breathing 
space - there is also help available through 
respite services and support groups.

Annual events also aim to encourage 
support for others in the community - 
including participating in foster care.

Anyone considering fostering a child should 
get in contact with their local authority to 

steps to do so.

Other services for children are also 
available - if you are aware of a youngster 
dealing with issues at home you should not 
be afraid to point them in the direction of 
support.

SOROBA YOUNG 
FAMILY GROUP
offers weekly Respite Creche, 
Parent & Toddlers and Recep-

tion Group for families with 
children aged birth to 3 years.  

We have space for children 
aged 3-4 years in the nursery.

Tel: 01631 565263
E: sorobayoungfamily

group@gmail.com

Couple Counselling Argyll
Do you have a relationship problem?

IT HELPS TO TALK

Appointments are available in 
OBAN, LOCHGILPHEAD, DUNOON, ROTHESAY & HELENSBURGH

Call 01631 562397
www.argyllcouplecounselling.org

SCO23995

UNDERSTANDING 
SELF-DIRECTED 

SUPPORT
What does it mean for me, my family & my community?
Community Contacts -

Your local project is seeking volun-
teers to help raise awareness of Self-
Directed Support across Argyll & Bute, 
as the new law on social care comes 
into effect.

The Social Care (Self-Directed Sup-
port) (Scotland) Act 2013 came into 
force on 1 April 2014.  The Act requires councils to offer individuals receiv-
ing social care a range of options for how their support is arranged and 
delivered.

The Community Contacts project is designed to provide impartial advice 
and support to individuals in Argyll & Bute at every stage in the Self-
Directed Support process.

Developed by leading Scottish social care charity, Carr Gomm, the project 
is focused on helping individuals understand what these changes may 
mean for them.

Join us! - 

Our team is made up of volunteers and project workers. Volunteers play 
a central role in sharing information, building rapport with people and 
their families to explore possibilities and to become connected with our 
community.

We are looking for people from all walks of life to join us as volunteers. 
You can decide how much time you wish to offer. Full training, expenses 
reimbursement and ongoing contact is part of the support we offer you in 
return.

Find out more! - 

Please contact Becs Barker on 07766925388 or becsbarker@carrgomm.org

If you are aware 
of a youngster 
dealing with 
issues at home 
you should not 
be afraid to 
point them in 
the direction of 
support.
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Talisker
Ten Years Old 
45.8 ABV
Approximately £35

SUNSHINE is a delight for 
the whisky drinker, giving 
the perfect opportunity 
to delve into some of the 
lighter and fruiter drams in 
the cabinet.
However, the hint of spring chill is still with us, so the temptation 
to go overboard into the lighter tasting notes has to be resisted 
at this stage. 
With that in mind, I decided to turn my nose towards Talisker’s 
10 Year Old Single Malt, which from memory has just enough 

Before you even take a sip of this dram, it is already dripping 
with hints of its Skye home, with notes of a coastal breeze 
and seaweed lingering in the air with a subtle hint of pepper 
and peat. It evokes images of Skye from years gone by, and 
certainly takes you on a journey before you even think about 
buying a ferry ticket.
Decant into a glass and it’s rich, honey-like colour will draw you 
in for a sip, with the soft peaty notes followed by that fruity tang 
of apple, fresh fruits and cucumber. A delightful fruit salad of 

dancing over the senses to make Talisker’s 10 a delightful way 
to bring in the lighter evenings.
It is a delight on the palate and a tipple that is as welcome in 
the garden in the early afternoon as it is watching a lingering 
sunset as it dribbles over the horizon.
While it is well worth a try any time of year, the drink is the 
perfect way to welcome in the new, fresh fruits and impending 
joys of summer. JR Fergusson

THE OBAN TIMES
FREE EVENT LISTING

THURSDAY - APRIL 24
Clay Pigeon Shooting, Lorn Clay Target Club, North Connel, 7:00 pm
Fiddlers’ Jubilee Concert, Corran Halls, Oban, 7.00pm
Magical Islands, Easdale Island Community Hall, Oban Argyll, 10:30 am

FRIDAY - APRIL 25
Quiz Night, Masonic Hall, Albany Street
Coll Bird Festival 2014, An Cridhe, Isle of Coll

SATURDAY - APRIL 26
LEGO MOVIE/ SUNSHINE ON LEITH, The Nevis Centre Studio Theatre
Fiddlers’ Jubilee Concert, Corran Halls, Oban, 7.00pm
Coffee morning at The Well (H2O), 10am
Oban and Lorn Strathspey and Reel Society Concert, Corran Halls, 7pm

MONDAY - APRIL 28
Oban Phoenix Cinema  Film & Food Festival, 11am

FRIDAY MAY 2
Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festival
Action Songs, Choirs, Groups, Ensembles, Recorders, Singing:  Corran Halls:  All day
Accordion & Fiddle Masters: St John’s Cathedral: 7.00
Scottish Area Finals followed by solo/duet Choreography: Atlantis Leisure: 6.30

SATURDAY MAY 3
Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festival 
Accordion: St Columba’s Cathedral Hall
Clarsach: Argyllshire Gathering Halls
Fiddle: Regent Hotel
Highland Dancing: Atlantis Leisure
Piano: St John’s Cathedral
Piping: Oban High School
Scottish Choreography Challenge: Corran Halls
Singing: Glencruitten Church Centre and Glencruitten Church
Woodwind and Brass: Oban Congregational Church
Parade of Pipes and Drums: 5.30 Station Square to Corran Halls
Concert of Champions: 7.00 Corran Halls
Festival Family Dance ‘Festival Fling’: 8.30 Argyllshire Gathering Hall

SUNDAY MAY 4:
Creagan Inn, Appin, Craft Fayre Every Sunday 12-5pm
ABCD, Annual 10k race  and Fun Run, 1pm
Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festival 
Scottish Choreography Challenge: 9.30 Corran Halls

OBAN AND LORNE STRATHSPEY AND REEL SOCIETY
70th Annual

Fiddlers’
Jubilee Concert
Saturday 26th April 2014

Corran Halls, Oban
7.00pm

GUEST ARTISTES
Mary Ann Kennedy Mod Gold Medallist,

Television and Radio Presenter

Finlay Wells
& his Guitar Students

Maurice Duncan
Champion Fiddler 

Lorne Junior Fiddlers
Conductor: Helen Jordan

Chairman: Dugald Cameron

Tickets: £8 Concessions £6.50 
From Corran Halls 01631 567333

SHE HAS only been a member of the 
Scottish Women’s Rural Institute (SWRI) 
in Oban for 18 months but Ruth Russell 
walked away from an area competition 
with four trophies.

At last Saturday’s Argyll Federation 
Show the best exhibits from every SWRI 
in Argyll came under one roof in Oban’s 
Corran Halls.

Prizes were given for individual and 
group efforts in skills such as knitting, 
baking, handcrafts, photography and 

Ruth was among the main winners, tak-

ing home the Mrs A D MacInnes Trophy 
for the most points for competitors under 
35 years of age; the Allerdyce Trophy 
for photography; the Poltalloch Cup for 
design; and the Mrs J McCallum Trophy 
for most points in the housewives section 
(baking and preserves).

The mother and biomedical scientist 
said she was shocked at her success and 
encouraged other young mothers to join 
a SWRI.

No-one was more pleased for Ruth than 
her six-year-old daughter, Katie, who 
joined her on stage to collect her prizes.

Above: Ruth Russell, with one of her winning designs, had daughter Katie to help collect her trophies. 16_t17swri03

Below: The prizewinners from the SWRI Argyll Federation show. 16_t17swri02

Four 
trophies 
for Ruth

The top table at the Argyll 
Federation prizegiving, including 

the federation committee, honorary 
members and group chairwomen.

16_t17swri01

Fiddler Michael Vass will tour west coast communities next month. 

Highland communities to mirror the voyage 
of a famous author. 

Mike Vass will sail around the west coast 
in May, stopping off in communities to hold 
concerts inspired by Neil Gunn’s travels 
in 1937, documented in his book ‘Off in a 
Boat’. 

Mr Vass and special guests will include 
local history and stories in their concerts, 
kicking off the tour in the Red Roof Cafe 

then set sail, arriving on the Isle of Eigg a 
week later. 

Arisaig is the next stop, to perform in 
Astley Hall on May 10 before travelling 
to Iona for a concert in the village hall on 

Duror and Kentallen Community Centre on 

town on June 1. 
Mr Vass said he wants to connect with 

the coastal communities he read about in 

writing. 
He added: ‘The idea for the project came 

from time spent in hospital last summer. I 
had suffered a life-threatening brain injury 

‘Off in a Boat’, to read while I recovered. 
I found it utterly inspirational. I was so 
excited by Neil Gunn’s account that I im-
mediately started planning my own version 
of his trip.’

Mike mirrors author’s 
west coast voyage

Results:
Large Institute Shield: 31 members and over: 1 Southend, 2 Appin, 3 Innellan;  Medium 
Institute Shield: 16 – 30 members: 1 Kilmore & District, 2 Oban, 3 Bellochantuy; Small 
Institute: 15 members and under: 1 Kilmichael Glassary, 2 Largieside, 3 Clachan;  Poltalloch 
Trophy: knitting: 1 Southend, 2 Lochgilphead; Poltalloch Cup: design: Ruth Russell, Oban;  
Mrs A D MacInnes Trophy: 35 and under most points:  1 R Russell, 2 Sally Weaser, Oban;  
Kilmartin Cup: 60 and over knitting: T Gordon, Strachur; Mrs Rita Lindsay Trophy: hand-
craft guild: Alice Campbell, Taynuilt; Mrs J C McKenzie Trophy: housewives guild: Fiona 
Coutts, Kilbrandon; Banner: foursomes: Strachur;  Mrs Oatts Trophy: art: Margaret Whitton, 
Kilmore;  Allerdyce Trophy: photography: Ruth Russell; Federation Trophy: literature: Kah 
MacDonald, Kilmichael; Houston Trophy: community: Bellochantuy; Flowers Trophy: large 
arrangement: Catherine Smith, Kilmichael; Kilbride Trophy: small arrangement: Catherine 
Smith;  MacPherson Trophy: Institute with most points per member: Kilmichael Glassary; 
Badden Trophy: special comp: Sue Moss Kilbrandon; Mrs B MacInnes Rose Bowl: best 
exhibit in community: Catherine Harrison, Strachur;  Mrs M Fergusson Prize: Chairman’s 
choice: Mary Cameron, Southend;  Mrs J McCallum Trophy: most points in housewives: 
Ruth Russell.
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• RIO 2 (U) 
In RIO 2 we find Blu, Jewel and 
their three kids living the perfect 
domesticated life in that magical city. 
When Jewel decides the kids need to 
learn to live like real birds, she insists 
the family venture into the Amazon. 
• Divergent (12A)
Divergent is a thrilling action-adventure 
set in a future world where people are 
divided into distinct factions based on 
their personalities. 
• Noah (12A)
Based on the narrative of Noah’s Ark 
in The Book of Genesis, Noah suffers 
visions of an apocalyptic deluge and 
takes measures to protect his family 
from the coming flood.
• The Grand Budapest Hotel (15)
The Grand Budapest Hotel recounts the 
adventures of Gustave H, a legendary 
concierge at a famous European hotel 
between the wars, and Zero Moustafa, 
the lobby boy who becomes his most 
trusted friend. The story involves 
the theft and recovery of a priceless 
Renaissance painting and the battle for 
an enormous family fortune.
• Charlie And The Chocolate 
Factory (PG)
For the first time in a decade, Willy 
Wonka, the reclusive and eccentric 

chocolate maker, opens his doors to five 
lucky members of the public who find a 
Golden ticket in their Wonka bars.
• Chocolat (12A)
When a single mother and her six-year-
old daughter move to rural France and 
open a chocolate shop - with Sunday 
hours - across the street from the 
local church, they are met with some 
skepticism.
• Whisky Galore (U)
The inhabitants of the isolated Scottish 
island of Todday in the Outer Hebrides 
are largely unaffected by wartime 
rationing, until the supply of whisky 
runs out in 1943. Then gloom descends 
on the disconsolate natives. The Scottish 
islanders try to plunder 50,000 cases of 
whisky from a stranded ship. The film is 
based on the real-life 1941 shipwreck 
of the S.S Politician near the island of 
Eriskay. This is a classic that is not to 
be missed!
• The Jungle Book (U)
Based on Rudyard Kipling’s children’s 
story about a boy named Mowgli raised 
by wolves in the wilderness of India.
• Ratatouille (PG)
A rat named Remy dreams of becoming 
a great French chef despite his family’s 
wishes and the obvious problem of 
being a rat.

• Julie & Julia (12A)
Julia Child and Julie Powell - both 
of whom wrote memoirs - find their 
lives intertwined. Though separated 
by time and space, both women are 
at loose ends... until they discover that 
with the right combination of passion, 
fearlessness and butter, anything is 
possible.
• The Cook, The Thief, His 
Wife, And Her Lover (18)
The wife of a barbaric crime boss 
engages in a secretive romance with 
a gentle bookseller between meals 
at her husband’s restaurant. Food, 
colour coding, sex, murder, torture 
and cannibalism are the exotic fare 
in this beautifully filmed but brutally 
uncompromising modern fable.
• King Lear
Academy Award® winner Sam 
Mendes (Skyfall, American Beauty) 
returns to the National Theatre to 
direct Simon Russell Beale (Timon of 
Athens, Collaborators) in the title role 
of Shakespeare’s tragedy. An aged 
king decides to divide his kingdom 
between his three daughters, according 
to which of them is most eloquent in 
praising him. His favourite, Cordelia, 
says nothing. Lear’s world descends 
into chaos.

      RIO 2    Thurs 24th 13.00, 15.45
Divergent    Thurs 24th 21.00
Noah    Thurs 24th 18.00
The Grand Budapest Hotel    Fri 25th 20.00

   Sat 26th 20.30
   Sun 27th 19.00
   Mon 28th 18.00
   Tues 29th 20.30
   Wed 30th 18.00, 20.30
   Thurs 1st 15.30

Oban Food & Film Festival
Charlie And The Chocolate Factory   Sat 26th 15.30
Chocolat    Sat 26th 18.00
Whisky Galore    Sun 27th 16.30
Ratatouille    Sun 27th 14.00
Julie & Julia    Mon 28th 20.30
The Cook, The Thief, His Wife, And Her Lover Tues 29th 18.00
Community Play Park (Sing-a-long!!)
The Jungle Book    Sun 27th 11.00
NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE
King Lear by William Shakespeare   1st May 19.00
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

Small Paws Rescue

Please contact Pat on 01852 300362
www.smallpaws.co.uk

Reg. charity SCO13211

Gracie

Nice girl, 
needs a 
quiet home. 
Is spayed

Tibby

2 years old. 
Is spayed, 
must go 
with Sooty

Sooty

2 years old. 
Is neutered, 
must go 
with Tibby.

Lochaber HS / Social Enterprise Cinema Fundraiser

LEGO MOVIE PG 2pm

SUNSHINE ON LEITH 12A 7pm
SATURDAY 26th APRIL

The Nevis Centre Studio Theatre
ADULTS £5 CHILD £3 FAMILY £13 (2+2)
Tickets – L. High School, Nevis Centre, at the door
Funds for Cancer Research, Lochaber Hope, Food Bank

Cancer Research 
Committee

Oban Branch
Quiz Night

In
Masonic Hall
Albany Street

Friday 25th April 2014
At 7.00 for 7.30pm

Maximum 6 per team
Admission £3.00 per person

ABCD
Argyll Beats 

Cardiovascular Disease
Annual 10k race 

and Fun Run
Sunday 4th May 

at 1.00pm starting 
from the Hospital 

All ages and abilities welcome. Application 
forms from the Atlantis Leisure, selected 

shops in Oban, and on our web site:- 
www.abcd.btck.co.uk Or register on the 

day from noon till 12.30pm.

A TEENAGER is well on her way to
reaching a huge fundraising target for
a trip to Peru this year, thanks to the
generosity of the Connel community.

Sarah Hill, who is from the village,
organised a soup lunch in Connel Vil-
lage Hall in the hope of raising a few
hundred pounds towards a trip to Peru
this September.

The 17 year old will travel to South
America with the Coll-based Project
Trust and spend a year volunteering at

a care home for orphaned children.
But when Sarah opened the doors last

Saturday she found a queue of people
waiting outside and, as they poured
into the hall, her band of volunteers

After a highly successful afternoon,
£1,000 had been raised and 10 pots of
soup devoured.

The fundraiser has set Sarah well
on her way to reaching her target of
£5,350.

Sarah’s 
soup lunch 
success

THREE lucky winners of a DVD of Runrig’s Party on the Moor have been named.
The DVD of the band’s 40th anniversary gig at the Black Isle Showground was up for

grabs to Oban Times readers as a memento of the gig, which will go down in the band’s
folklore.

Entrants had to answer the question: In which year did the Run-Rig Dance Band play their

The three competition winners are: C. Cupples, Tarbert, Ann Gillies, Dunoon and Gil-
mour Jamieson, Newmilns, Ayrshire.

Runring DVD winners announced

A buffet meal, a quiz and a raffle were part of the annual prizegiving evening of 
Oban Camera Club in the Regent Hotel, Oban on April 14. Members were joined 

by partners and friends for an enjoyable evening which concluded with the 
presentation of trophies by Vera Shaw, wife of President Eric Shaw. Photo shows 

main winners, from left, Nina Robertson, Veronica Speirs, Eric Shaw, Maurice 
Wilkins, David Williams and George Chalmers. 

showcasing the area’s local produce.
The week-long event starts with a discussion day on

Monday, featuring a cookery demonstration with free lunch
from Taynuilt chef Gary Goldie as well as talks from ex-

clips will also be available and on Tuesday Lorn Market
will be held in the cinema.

Organisers Eleanor MacKinnon and Louise Glen-Lee are
hoping that producers will be able to meet with potential
buyers throughout the festival.

Ms Glen-Lee, the cinema’s chairwoman said: ‘Tourists
are looking for authentic local food and drink when they are
on holiday and we want to make sure we are using our mar-
ketplace to allow other ventures to grow their business.

‘We are very excited to be hosting the Lorn Market for

growth in the tourist who wants to buy local food has risen

with the advice and support of people from all over the UK
who are already delivering incredible projects.’

Chaired by David Adams McGilp, Visit Scotland’s
regional director for Argyll and Bute, Monday’s discus-
sion panel will include Michael Russell MSP, tourism
businessman Gregor Wood, chair of Community Food
Fund David Lamb and co-founder of the Kindling Trust,
Helen Woodcock.

the duration of the festival, including Chocolat and
Ratatouille.

Places at Monday’s event can be booked by calling

Film and food festival at 
Oban Phoenix Cinema

Sarah Hill’s soup lunch fundraiser took in £1,000.

A GAELIC singer is on a mission to encour-
age children to take part in the Oban Mòd.

Joy Dunlop is due to start a ‘Mòd road-
show’, visiting schools across Oban and
Lorn to tell pupils about the provincial
competition.

This is part of a joint project by An
Comunn Gàidhealach and the Association
of Gaelic Choirs to increase interest in jun-
ior Gaelic choral singing as numbers have
fallen in recent years.

Were it not for entries from the Gaelic

in Oban there would not be much of a junior
competition to speak of.

Joy said: ‘A lot of schools have kids are
keen but they don’t know enough about it
or don’t know how to enter so I’m going to
explain that any school in the wider Oban
and Lorn area can enter a choir and there’s

so many different competitions in the Mòd.
‘Hopefully that will be the case and the

kids are already interested because that’s
better than feeling like we’re having to try
to enthuse people.’

Conductor training and workshops will be
offered to new choirs under the scheme and
songs can be provided.

Kenny Thomson, chairman of the Asso-
ciation of Gaelic Choirs, said: ‘The number
of junior Gaelic choirs competing at Mòds
has gradually declined in recent years. We
know that not all schools and areas have
the skills, time and resources to be able to
start up a choir and through this initiative
we hope to be able to support any school or
community that wish to do so.’

Groups looking for support can contact

com

Joy to bring 
Mòd to schools

Small Paws 
Rescue

Reg. charity SC044301

Bric-a-brac  Stall
Pets at Home (Oban)

10am -4pm
Sat. 26th April

All proceeds to 
help our animals!

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000
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LETTINGS COMMERCIAL PROPERTY SALES 

Property to sell or let?
Tel: 01631 568010 to discuss your requirements

Don’t put pet-owning tenants 
in the dog house

You’d 
be barking not 
to let to pet owners says ARLA
As a nation of animal lovers, pet owners still face 
challenges when seeking rental properties.

Today, the Association of Residential Letting Agents 
(ARLA) has teamed up with Dogs Trust, the UK’s 
largest dog welfare charity, to release advice to 
tenants on how to secure their dream rental property 
for them and their pets.

The lack of rental accommodation in the private 
rented sector1 means that competition for 
accommodation is growing. Renters who own 
pets could find themselves increasingly side-lined 
in favour of individuals without pets, if they don’t 
market themselves in the right way.

Research from the US shows that tenants who own 
pets usually stay for longer, by an average of 23 
months compared to 15 months for those without 
pets2. However, the association made between pets 
and property damage is causing concern among 
landlords.  With over a third (36%) of people now 
renting3 and pet owners taking up to seven times 
longer to rent a home compared to non-pet owners4, 
this is an issue pet fans need help to address.

Susan 
Fitz-Gibbon, 

President of ARLA, said: “Finding 
the right rental accommodation can take time, 
especially if you own a pet. Some landlords 
believe pets cause damage to their property and 
furnishings; however often the reality is that pets 
are no trouble and are in fact, a signal that the 
tenant is committed to making the property a 
home. Turning down tenants with pets may mean 
that landlords are not only forgoing good tenants, 
but losing out on longer lets. In light of this, ARLA, 
in association with Dogs Trust, has drawn up some 
advice for pet-owners looking for homes.”

Clare Kivlehan, Outreach Projects Manager at Dogs 
Trust, said: “With more and more people renting 
and almost half of UK households owning a pet5, 
it can be frustrating trying to find a landlord who is 
willing to accept pets.  We launched our Lets with 
Pets scheme to help pet owners and to encourage 
landlords and lettings agencies to consider pets 
by providing advice and information.  There are 
simple steps that tenants can take to enhance 
their chances of securing a tenancy. In the current 
market, it is essential that pet owners make 
themselves stand out from the crowd and to show 
they are responsible pet owners.”

The following top tips will help 
prospective tenants looking to move 
into a new rented property:

1.     Consider a higher deposit: one of the 
main reasons landlords do not rent to 
pet-owning tenants is because they 
are concerned about damage to their 
property. By offering to pay a higher 
deposit, it can offer the landlord peace of 
mind that any damage will be covered. 
It may also be worth offering to pay 
for professional cleaning on leaving 
the property. This also illustrates your 
commitment to maintaining the property 
– who wants to lose their deposit?

2.   Pet information: When trying to secure 
a tenancy it’s important to provide as 
much information about your pet as 
possible. It’s worth including references 
from previous landlords and even vets to 
show that your pet is well behaved.

3.    Meet and greet: what better way to show 
that your pet is friendly, and to alleviate 
any concerns the landlord might have 
about their behaviour, than to arrange 
a meeting with your pet. Even a brief 
meeting could be enough to change a 
landlord’s mind.

4. Written permission: You should always 
get any agreement with your landlord 
to allow your pet in their property in 
writing. This will provide proof if there 
are any disputes in the future.

5.     Be flexible: not all landlords will be open 
to renting their property to someone 
that has a pet, so it’s important to remain 
flexible in both location and type of 
property.

6. Speak to ARLA agent: if you are still 
struggling to secure a tenancy because 
you own a pet, speak to an ARLA agent 
who will be able to offer the best possible 
professional advice.

7.     Visit the Dogs Trust Lets with Pets website 
to search for a pet-friendly letting agency 
in your area – www.letswithpets.org.uk

HOUSE TO LET
Port Appin, Argyll

Furnished 4 bedroom 
house, 2 bathrooms, 

central heating, 
garden, local shop in 
village, available from 

end April.  
EPC pending. 

For further details 
07918088479.

SELF CONTAINED 
FURNISHED 

SINGLE BEDSIT 
CENTRAL OBAN,

£100 per week inclusive 
of gas, electricity, 

council tax, wi-fi and 
offstreet parking.  

Sorry no dss. 
Telephone 

07748343945

‡ Price available to new customers for the first year (paying by Direct Debit). Prices for households within the M25 vary. Only one gas boiler safety certificate 
(CP12) per HomeCare® package per property. # Your breakdown history will be taken into account in determining next year’s pricing. ^Limits and exclusions 
apply, see HomeCare® Terms and Conditions for details. † Phone lines are open weekdays 8am-8pm and Saturdays 8am-6pm. Calls may be monitored and/
or recorded for quality assurance and compliance purposes.

Our Landlord Essentials Plus cover, with a 24 hour helpline gives you 
and your tenants access to our nationwide network of 6,000 engineers 
from just £13.50 per month, per property, with £99 excess for each 
completed repair.

Whilst we look after many of the things you’d reasonably expect, there are a 
few exceptions. For example, existing faults, damage caused by others, repair 
of cosmetic damage or removing sludge or scale. You can see the full details 
of our cover at scottishgas.co.uk/homecare-terms

Overall   4.5/5
Based on 1,075 HomeCare® customer reviews collected 

from 1st October 2013 to 10th February 2014

TO LET
SHOP PREMISES, 43 STEVENSON STREET, OBAN
Offers in excess of £7,500 per annum are sought.

Closing date Friday 11 July 2014
For further information contact:
The Estates Office, Argyll and Bute Council, Customer Services, 
Blairvadach, Helensburgh G84 8ND. Tel: 01436 658957

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

HOUSE TO LET
Oakbank, Kinlocheil
Fort William (approx 12 miles)

3 Bedrooms, unfurnished, 
electric heating with open fire,

Landlord Reg 
336904/270/07471

EPC Rating G8

Further details 
Tel 01397 722402 or 

07979 684316

TO LET

COMMERCIAL HOME INSURANCE

west coast
PROPERTY
west coast
PROPERTY
west coast
PROPERTY
west coast
PROPERTY
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Window Blinds

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE
Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

PROPERTY REVIEWS PROPERTY NEWS LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

Check out my new website at www.johnjrodgers.co.uk

Would you like help with your Garden 
and Maintenance of your property?
I have had 40 years experience in Agriculture, 
Horticulture and Construction and I am willing to 
take on any job large or small ie:

Clean and repair guttering

Repair and replace fencing

Clean, replace slabs and new paths and patios

Decking replace and build

External painting

Tile and slate work

Rod, clean out drains, replace with new if required

Cut hedges, prune trees and shrubs also fall small 
trees

Grass cutting, strimming, maintain borders

Plant shrubs, plants etc

Set up and plant your vegetable garden

If you are interested in any of these services please 
contact me for a quote.

Mick Cope  Kilchrenan
Tel: 01866 833243  Mob: 07976 553272

Email sheila.mick90@yahoo.co.uk

Would you like 

Tel: 01631 568010



Please apply with full CV and covering letter  to Alison Arden,  
Wyvex Media Ltd, Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB  

or email:  ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Based in Oban and reporting to the Sales Director, you will 
be responsible for day-to-day management of the sales 
team. Ideally you will have relevant experience, flexibility, 

motivation, confidence and the ability get the best from a 
team.  A senior position with a reputable and established 
local company. Travel throughout Argyll required.

SENIOR ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER OBAN
Excellent Basic (OTE) + Car + BUPA  + Enhanced pension etc

Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part 
of a small team selling advertising and features for our well 
established, award winning publications.

You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients 
to generate and maintain lasting business relationships. The 
successful applicant will benefit from on-going training, first 

class support, job stability and the opportunity to work for a 
professional company that believes in rewarding success and 
effort.

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE BASED IN OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care + Pension + Good Holidays

Please apply by email 
with full C.V and covering letter 

to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a small 
team selling advertising and features for our well established, award 
winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant 
will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability and 
the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort.
Please apply by email with full C.V 
and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

ADVERTISING SALES
EXECUTIVE

BASED IN OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 

+ Pension + Good Holidays

 please email  your CV and a letter of application to 
Alison Arden,  Wyvex Media Ltd, Crannog Lane, Oban, 

Argyll, PA34 4HB  or email:  ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

A vacancy currently exists in our 
Oban office for a full time/part time 
Administrative Assistant.

The successful applicant will be required to 
assist our very busy sales department and 
also work closely with our Sales Director.

Excellent communication skills, computer 
literacy, enthusiasm, proficiency in 
spelling and grammar are all essential 

attributes for this position.
In addition to salary, we offer group personal 
pension plan, life and medical insurance

FULL TIME/PART TIME ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT OBAN
Salary + group personal pension plan + life and medical insurance

We are offering an exciting opportunity 
to build a career in local newspapers to 
develop, expand and strengthen the 
potential of our advertising sales teams.
We are seeking to appoint an experienced 
and/or trainee sales person who is lively, 

enthusiastic, a good communicator and 
committed to customer satisfaction.  
The successful candidate will join our 
Campbeltown Courier sales team and work 
across a variety of publications and products.  
On-going in-house training will be given as 

required.  A full driving licence is essential 
as you may not necessarily be office based 
but could have the opportunity to travel 
throughout Argyll and surrounding area in 
one of our company vehicles.  
We offer an excellent rate of pay, generous 

annual holiday entitlement, company 
pension scheme, life assurance and private 
medical insurance.
If you are looking for a career with a well 
established company and have the above 
attributes – we want to hear from you.

SALES EXECUTIVE CAMPBELTOWN
Please apply by email with a 

full C.V. including contact details to: 
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

> The appropriate experience and qualification in journalism
> Shorthand
> Ambition and enthusiasm

> Talent, self motivation and commitment
> A full current driving licence
> Knowledge of the West Coast an advantage

Financial assistance for accommodation where relevant may be 
available for the first three months.
Competitive salary + private health care + enhanced pension + 
life assurance + excellent benefits and great working conditions.

QUALIFIED REPORTER OBAN
Please apply by email with 

full C.V. and contact details 
to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

QUALIFIED REPORTER
LOCHGILPHEAD

We want to hear from you if you have:
> The appropriate experience and qualification in journalism
> Shorthand
> Ambition and enthusiasm
> Talent, self motivation and commitment
> A full current driving licence
> Knowledge of the West Coast an advantage

Financial assistance for accommodation where relevant may be 
available for the first three months.
We offer a good, competitive salary + private health care + en-
hanced pension + life assurance + excellent benefits and great 
working conditions.
Please apply by email with full C.V. and contact details to: 
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

We want to hear from you if you have:
> The appropriate experience and qualification in journalism
> Shorthand
> Ambition and enthusiasm

> Talent, self motivation and commitment
> A full current driving licence
> Knowledge of the West Coast an advantage

Financial assistance for accommodation where relevant may 
be available for the first three months.
We offer a good, competitive salary + private health care + 
enhanced pension + life assurance + excellent benefits and 
great working conditions.

QUALIFIED REPORTER LOCHGILPHEAD
Please apply by email with full C.V. 

and contact details 
to:  ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Vacancy: Site Manager
Location: Rousay Sea Sites, Orkney
Details: Full Time permanent 
Meridian Salmon Farms Ltd is a leading company in the Scottish 
Salmon Industry producing exceptionally high quality products for an 
increasingly demanding market. We have operations throughout Scot-
land, Cumbria and the Northern Isles of Orkney/Shetland, together we 
pledge a dedication to achieving a strong and sustainable aquaculture 
industry.

We are currently seeking a candidate to take on the position of Site Man-
ager for our three Rousay Sea Sites, Orkney. 

The Candidate: 

• Should have experience in all aspects of Seawater Production.
• Two years’ relevant experience of seawater production is mandatory. 
• Powerboat Level 2 Certificate or Boatmasters Certificate
• Be a good team player but have the ability to work alone when required
• A strong background delivering results
• Excellent Inter-personal and communication skills

A relocation package may be available for the right candidate.

Please send your covering letter and CV by 08 May 2014 to:

Vicci Laird, HR Manager, Meridian Salmon Farms ltd, Crowness Point, 
Hatston Industrial Estate, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1RG

Or via email to vicci.laird@meridiansalmon.com

16 RECRUITMENT Thursday 24 April, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Farm Manager 
Loch Leven

We are currently looking to identify a suitably qualified and highly 
motivated individual to undertake the role of Farm Manager at the 
Company’s Seawater site at Loch Leven.
The successful candidate will be expected to help drive and implement 
best practice and operational excellence to satisfy the high quality 
product and environmental standards demanded by our customers. 
Principle responsibilities will include feed & stock management, 
harvest & grading planning, asset management, people resource and 
performance & HSEQ management.
Potential candidates should have experience of three full production 
cycles in fish farming and have held a supervisory position for at least 
three years.  Initiative, the ability to motivate others, good organisation 
skills, computer literacy, a strong desire and proven ability to achieve 
results without close supervision are some of the necessary skills 
required for this post.   
Loch Leven has a consent of 1450 tonnes and 
has twelve steel pens.  
If you feel you have the necessary skills to rise 
to this challenge,  please apply in writing no 
later than 2nd May to: Vicky Ferguson, Human 
Resources Manager, Marine Harvest (Scotland) 
Limited, Business Resource Centre, Blar Mhor 
Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 7PT.

Management Accountant
Fort William

Marine Harvest (Scotland) is the largest Aquaculture Company 
operating in Scotland.  Our marine and freshwater sites are located 
throughout the West Coast and Outer Isles. 
We are seeking to appoint a fully qualified Management Accountant, 
based in Fort William, who will work closely with our senior line 
managers.
The main tasks will involve supporting the line management structure 
through the analysis of financial information and agreeing focused 
actions to enhance financial controls typically, this would include 
budget preparation, variance analysis, capex review and forecasting.
Applicants should have a recognised accountancy qualification and 
have experience in a similar type of role in a fast moving environment 
where business critical decision making is a key function. The role 
will report to the Finance Director, who is based in Edinburgh and 
accordingly, the successful candidate must be able to operate with 
minimum supervision. Excellent communication skills and a high 
level of IT literacy are essential, along with a flexible approach to 
work which will include regular travel.
Salary and benefits are commensurate with a 
leading organisation. 
If you would like to be considered for this post, 
please apply in writing, no later than Friday 2nd 
May to: Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources 
Manager, Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd, 
Business Resource Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial 
Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT.

TRUST
MANAGER

Full time post (35 hours per week), 2 year contract
Salary up to £28k depending on experience

SKDT (South Kintyre Development Trust) require a 
Trust Manager to effectively manage all aspects of Trust 
business ensuring the Trust is at the centre of economic 

and community development in South Kintyre.
Email info@skdt.org for an application 

form or for more information.
Closing date: Friday 9th May 2014

SKDT is a registered Scottish charity (SC 042018)

Plant Operator
To work with 
civils squad

Tickets and driving 
licence required
immediate start

Shaun
07881554168

Technician
SEAWEED 
FOR FOOD
Technician Needed 

For Onshore Seaweed 
Farm/ Lochfyne.

Must be adaptable, strong, 
good at data management 

with a probably good 
science degree.

Up to £20k PA, free 
accommodation.

Contact: maraman@
maraseaweed.com

Mobile: 07800 869626

We are looking for an office assistant
to join our Oban office

R A Clement Associates have a vacancy in our
very busy office for an office assistant. The
position will entail carrying files between the 2
Oban offices, running errands and various
administrative duties.

Please reply by mail, including your C.V. to:
Mrs Helen Clark, Office Manager,
R A Clement Associates,
5 Argyll Square, Oban,
Argyll PA34 4AZ



SENIOR ADVERTISING 
SALES MANAGER

Excellent Basic (OTE) + Car + BUPA 
+ Enhanced pension

Based in Oban and reporting to the Sales Director, you will be 
responsible for day-to-day management of the sales team. 
Ideally you will have relevant experience, flexibility, motivation, 
confidence and the ability get the best from a team.  A senior 
position with a reputable and established local company. Travel 
throughout Argyll required.

Please apply with full CV and covering letter  to Alison Arden,  
Wyvex Media Ltd, Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB  

or email:  ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Customer Services Assistant
Lochgilphead

Salary £16,927 to £18,701 per annum        
35 hours per week 

Temporary Post to 31st January 2015

Community Support Assistant
Caledonia Court, Ardrishaig

Salary - £5,320 - £5,880 per annum               
11 hours per week (Sat and Sun)

Temporary Post to 31st March 2015

This post will be subject to an 
Enhanced Disclosure Scotland PVG check

To apply visit our website at 
www.acha.co.uk/recruitment 

If you cannot access the website please 
contact the recruitment team: 

Tel 01546 605917 
or email recruitment@acha.co.uk 

Closing Date for both posts:
12 noon on Friday 2nd May 2014

Interviews for these posts will be held 
during May 2014

We already have some job openings throughout 
the Oban area and are looking for the following:

 HEAD CHEF
 CHEF DE PARTIE
 COMMIS CHEF
 KITCHEN PORTERS
 WAITING STAFF
 RECEPTIONISTS
 HOUSE KEEPING
 GENERAL MAINTENANCE PERSON(S)
 BAR STAFF
 NIGHT PORTERS
 CONSTRUCTION- ALL TRADES
 GENERAL LABOUR WORKERS

If interested, contact us today at 
argyll-recruitment.co.uk or send your CV to 
calum@argyll-recruitment.co.uk
sean@argyll-recruitment.co.uk
Calum: 07826 926060
Sean: 07826 911104

NOTICE FOR 
JOBSEEKERS!!!

Argyll’s brand new recruitment 
agency has now launched!

If you are looking for 
staff, we can help! Call us today 

to find out how we will take away 
your staffing issues and leave you 

to do what you are good at, 
running your business!

Job Vacancy Multi Skilled Job Role
Trade Counter Assistant / Yard Sales Assistant
Salary - Competitive. Start Date - Immediate.
Main Duties and Responsibilities.
Health & Safety - Have an excellent attitude and ad hear to 
company policy and procedures and lead by example.
To provide high quality customer service both in person and 
by telephone.
Operation of EPOS system.
To load / unload and move stock manually & by safe operation 
of Mechanical handling Equipment.
Ensuring all stock is correctly recorded for materials received 
and dispatched and that cash and credit sales and documenta-
tion completed in line with company policy and procedures.
Ensure the highest level of ‘good house keeping’ across the 
branch.

Knowledge / Skills
Good Communication Skills, written and verbal with excellent 
interpersonal skills.
Ability to work on own using own initiative with minimum 
supervision.
Ability to work as a team member.
Be driven and highly motivated.
Good administrative skills.
Ability to meet physical demands of the role.
Ability to operate Mechanical Handling Equipment ( training 
will be given ).
Good organisational skills with ability to plan and organise 
workloads.

Desirable
Previous I.T. / EPOS experience.
Sound knowledge of building materials.
Desire to progress.
A clean,current driving licence and forklift truck licence would 
also be desirable.

Applications in writing to 
John Vallis, Branch Manager, Keyline Builders Merchants,
Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead, Argyll. PA318RR.

Keyline Builder 
Merchants
Lochgilphead Depot

Enjoy being with children?
Like to develop a brilliant local charity?

Manager / Playworker
Required for 11 hours per week + extra for Gaelic speaker

Gaelic language desirable but not essential.
Email: joanneisabella@hotmail.com 

or Phone: 07765143986
Closing date 9th May 2014

Scottish Charity SCO19837

Due to an increase in business, 
we require skilled LGV1 Mechanics 
to join our maintenance team on 
the Isle of Mull.
Working as part of a team, the successful candidate 
should ideally have experience in a similar role 
to carry out servicing, routine maintenance and 
repairs on our modern fleet of vehicles, as well as 
our plant and machinery.  You should have a full, 
current driving licence and an LGV Class 1 licence 
would be advantageous.
An excellent remuneration and benefits package is 
on offer for this position.

Please email your CV to: 
d.feeney@tslcontractors.co.uk, or post to:
Deborah Feeney, Operations and HR Director,
TSL Contractors Limited, Unit 6 McLeod Buildings,
Lochavullin Road, Oban, PA34 4PL

TSL Contractors 
Limited
LGV 1 MECHANICS

Experienced Civil Engineer
required for various civils projects throughout 
Argyll and the Islands.

Experienced Plant Operators
required for 360 excavators and dumpers; up to 
date CPCS necessary.

Experienced civils groundworkers 
and pipe layers
required, with up to date CSCS Card.
A clean driving licence is essential for each of the 
above roles, as is the willingness to travel and 
lodge when required.

Please send your CV, stating which position you are 
interested in, to:
Deborah Feeney, Operations and HR Director, TSL 
Contractors Limited, Unit 6 McLeod Buildings, 
Lochavullin Road, Oban, PA34 4PL, or, by email to: 
d.feeney@tslcontractors.co.uk

TSL Contractors 
Limited
Due to expansion, the 
following roles are required:

BONNAR SAND & GRAVEL CO LTD
  Require  

HGV CLASS 2 
TIPPER/MIXER DRIVER 

Minimum 5 years Experience
Apply in writing to: 

David Bonnar
Bonnar Sand & Gravel Co Ltd 

Clachan Quarry 
Cairndow, PA26 8BH

Health Manager
Health Department

We currently have a vacancy for a Fish Health Manager to provide 
health cover for Marine Harvest Scotland’s Freshwater and Seawater 
sites in Argyll and southern Highlands. Depending on the interest in 
this role and the suitability of applicants it is possible that two separate 
positions will be offered to cover Seawater sites and Freshwater sites.
The successful applicant will be required to become an integral 
part of the Health Team, to monitor the health of the fish on 
these sites through regular visits and as part of the team to take 
appropriate corrective action in the face of disease with the 
objective of maximizing survival and performance. The position 
allows scope for personal development and independent working, 
within the framework of support and joint responsibility provided 
by the existing team of experienced fish health managers and two 
veterinarians. There is a freshwater bias within this portfolio of sites 
and this role will require a focus on and enthusiasm for freshwater 
health issues. However the health of seawater sites that fall within 
this geography are of equal importance and will give the role an 
integrated overview of salmon health throughout the life cycle. 
The main duties will include the following:-
• To provide a diagnostic service to the sites for rapid detection of 

disease through implementing appropriate sampling protocols.
• To provide advice, support and training to farm staff on best 

practice with regard to the health and welfare of the fish. 
• To supervise the use of medicines (including vaccines) and support 

the development of new medicines and treatment methods.
• To collate data on fish health
• To produce regular reports for the rest of the Health and Production 

Teams.
Candidates should be computer literate and ideally have previous 
experience of working in a similar role.
Salary commensurate with experience and 
qualifications.
If you are interested in applying for this post, 
please submit a CV with a supporting letter to: 
Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, 
Business Resource Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial 
Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT by Friday 2nd 
May.

SEASONAL 
CHEF/COOK (Ref: OBAN03114)

Contract: Fixed Term, immediate start until 12/Oct/14
Salary: £14,000 per annum
SYHA Hostelling Scotland is Scotland’s largest network of tourist hos-
tels, with over 65 locations across the country. We are currently seeking 
to appoint a Seasonal Chef/Cook at our Oban Youth Hostel.

The main duty will be to produce fresh ‘homemade’ and healthy meals 
within a designated budget for both groups and individual guests. Suit-
able candidates will have good catering experience with confidence, 
working with management team in stock rotation and ordering, maintain-
ing high standards of hygiene and record keeping, liaising with group 
leaders in special diets and allergies as well as promoting and upsel-
ling catering in the Hostel.  The post holder will have good knowledge 
and experience of food and hygiene practices including food hygiene 
certificate such as EFH, SVQ/NVQ in catering or food production with 
an understanding of the importance of health and safety at work. 

Further information on this position and to obtain job description 
and application form please visit: www.syha.org.uk and forward 
your application form with covering letter to Argyll Group Manager, 
Oban Youth Hostel, Corran Esplanade, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5AF or 
argyllgroupmanager@syha.org.uk. 

Scottish Youth Hostels Association (also known as SYHA Hostelling 
Scotland) is a registered Scottish charity, No. SC013138

SALES PERSON  
REQUIRED

For Hire and Supplies selling to the trade, Hire and 
Consumables.
Hire and Supplies are looking for a new sales team 
member for their Trade counter.
A positive attitude and enjoy dealing with a varied
range of sales and Hire bookings.
Experience within the Hire and Tool sales would be
of an advantage. A knowledge of local trade and 
selling to this sector.
Driving licence required.

Applications should be handed in at the office at 
Mill Lane or telephone Mary Ann Murray on 01631 566306

Email: maryannm@tools-and-equipment.com
1 Mill Lane, Lochavullin, Industrial Estate, 

Oban, Argyll PA34 4HA

Sales Manager
OBAN

£30k-£35k Basic plus £10k bonus potential
Audi A3/Golf Full benefits package
We are seeking an individual to manage a 
small sales team. This position is ideal for 
someone seeking to develop their manage-
ment career. Training will be given as we 
believe the right person with the right atti-
tude and skill set is as important as industry 
sector knowledge.
All applications treated in strictest 
confidence. Submit letter of application 
and C.V. to BOX No 94, The Oban Times 
Ltd, Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB or email recruit2049@outlook.com

Senior Care Vacancy
Suitable candidates require to have 
Nursing Qualification or SVQ Level 3 in 
Health and Social Care.  Full time position 
for one year to cover maternity leave.  
Salary £21,920 P.A.  Applicants please 
contact Manager Morag Telfer, North Argyll 
House, Bealach An Righ, Oban PA34 5TG.  
Telephone 01631 562168.

STYLIST OPPORTUNITIES 
Rutherfords are looking for talented stylists to join 
their busy and professional salon. Rutherfords 
provide opportunities to take part in photographic 
work, competition entries as well as on going training 
through Wella professional and our exclusive Label 
M/Toni and Guy product range.

Experience and clientele preferred.
All applications treated in strictest confidence.

Email your interest to 
hairbyrutherfords@hotmail.co.uk



CRICHEL DOWN RULES CIRCULAR 5 2011 
(“THE RULES”)
Sale of 11.5 Ha (approx.) of land and buildings 
at Gortonronach, Lochgair, Argyll.

Acquired from the Trustees of Mary Hastings Studholme 
or Vivian by Disposition dated 11 July 1936.

Notice is hereby given that Forestry Commission Scotland 
is proposing to sell the above property. Would any party 
who considers they have an interest within the terms of the 
Crichel Down Rules please contact Ronnie Lee, Forestry 
Commission Scotland: ronnie.lee@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 
no later than 2 July 2014.

www.forestry.gov.uk

www.highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997 PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS)  

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may 
be examined between the hours of  9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public 
holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and 
online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period 
indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should 
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 
representations in respect of this proposal. 
Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

14/00813/FUL Ground Floor NW Corner 
of Building, Sheraton Retail 
Building, Lochyside, 
Fort William

Conversion of retail spaces 
to form two residential 
studio apartments

14/01307/PIP Land 60m SE of Colin’s 
Cottage, Glenuig

Erection of house & 
associated access track

14/01325/FUL The Angus Centre
Angus Crescent
Upper Achintore
Fort William

Amendment to planning 
permission 13/01370/FUL 
to include additional 4 flats 
together with minor design 
changes

14/01350/FUL Heathercroft Development 
Site, Connochie Road, 
Fort William

Erection of 21 unit 
residential development

14/01414/FUL Land 85m SE of Priest’s 
House, Acharacle

Temporary siting of two 
caravans for forestry 
workers for further period 
of three years

14/01425/CLE Spean Wood, Tulloch
Roy Bridge

Certificate of Lawfulness for 
house & 4 outbuildings

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

www.highland.gov.uk

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL give notice that they have made The Highland 
Council (Inverness Area) (Temporary Prohibitions Of Traffic And Temporary Speed 

Restrictions During The ‘Etape Loch Ness’ Cycling Event) (No.1) Order 2014 to enable the 
following prohibitions or restrictions to be introduced:

1. To temporarily prohibit any motor vehicle from:
(a) Travelling in any direction on the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road between its junction 
with Bught Road, Inverness, and its junction with the C1118 General Booth Road, from 06:15hrs to 
07:15hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
(b) Travelling in a northbound direction on the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road between its 
junction with the C1118 General Booth Road, Inverness, and its junction with the U1640 Bunloit 
Road, from 05:20hrs to 08:25hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
(c) Travelling in a southbound direction on the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road between its 
junction with the C1118 General Booth Road, Inverness, and its junction with the U1640 Bunloit 
Road, from 05:45hrs to 08:25hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
(d) Travelling in a northbound direction on the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road between its 
junction with the U1766 Dalcataig Road, Invermoriston, and its junction with the U1640 Bunloit 
Road, from 05:00hrs to 09:20hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
(e) Travelling in a southbound direction on the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road between its 
junction with the U1766 Dalcataig Road, Invermoriston, and its junction with the U1640 Bunloit 
Road, from 06:05hrs to 09:20hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
(f) Travelling in a northbound direction on the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road  between its 
junction with the B862 Fort Augustus – Whitebridge – Torness – Dores – Inverness Road and its junction 
with the U1766 Dalcataig Road, Invermoriston, from 04:50hrs to 09:50hrs on Sunday 4 May 2014.
(g) Travelling in a southbound direction on the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road between its 
junction with the B862 Fort Augustus – Whitebridge – Torness – Dores – Inverness Road and its junction 
with the U1766 Dalcataig Road, Invermoriston, from 06:25hrs to 09:50hrs on Sunday 4 May 2014.
(h) Travelling in any direction on the B862 Fort Augustus – Whitebridge – Torness – Dores Inverness Road 
between its junction with the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road and its junction the B852 Dalcrag 
Bridge – Foyers – Inverfarigaig – Dores Road, from 07:15hrs to 11:00hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
(i) Travelling in any direction on the B852 Dalcrag Bridge – Foyers – Inverfarigaig – Dores Road 
between its junction with the B862 Fort Augustus – Whitebridge – Torness – Dores – Inverness Road 
and its junction with the U1177 Foyers Road, from 08:00hrs to 11:30hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
(j) Travelling in any direction on the B852 Dalcrag Bridge – Foyers – Inverfarigaig – Dores Road 
between its junction with the U1177 Foyers Road and its junction with the B862 Fort Augustus – 
Whitebridge – Torness – Dores – Inverness Road, from 08:00hrs to 12:30hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
(k) Travelling in a northbound direction on the B862 Fort Augustus – Whitebridge – Torness – 
Dores – Inverness Road between its junction with the B852 Dalcrag Bridge – Foyers – Inverfarigaig 
– Dores Road and Holm Roundabout, from 08:25hrs to 13:00hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
(l) Travelling in a northbound direction on the B862 Fort Augustus – Whitebridge – Torness – 
Dores – Inverness Road between Holm Roundabout and its junction with the B861 Inverness – Leys 
– Inverarnie Road (Ness Bridge Junction), from 08:25hrs to 13:00hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
(m) Travelling in any direction on Ness Walk, Inverness, between its junction with Young Street and 
its junction with Ardross Terrace, from 08:25hrs to 13:00hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
(n) Travelling in any direction on Ardross Terrace, Inverness, between its junction with Ness Walk 
and its junction with Bishops Road, from 08:25hrs to 13:00hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
(o) Travelling in any direction on Bishops Road, Inverness, between its junction with Ness Walk and its 
junction with Ardross Terrace, from 18:00hrs on Saturday 3rd May to 15:00hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
(p) Travelling in any direction on Ness Walk, Inverness, between its junction with Bishops Road and 
its junction with Bught Road, from 05:45hrs to 07:15hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
(q) Travelling in any direction on Bught Road, Inverness, between its junction with Ness Walk and its junction 
with the A82 Dalnottar –Inverness Trunk Road, from 05:45hrs to 07:15hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
2. To temporarily restrict any motor vehicles from exceeding a speed limit of 30 miles per hour on:
The B862 Fort Augustus-Whitebridge-Torness-Dores-Inverness Road between its junction with the 
B852 Dalcrag Bridge – Foyers – Inverfarigaig – Dores Road and Holm Roundabout, from 08:25hrs to 
13:00hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
3. To temporarily restrict any motor vehicles from exceeding a speed limit of 20 miles per hour on:
The  B862 Fort Augustus-Whitebridge-Torness-Dores-Inverness Road between Holm Roundabout 
and its junction with the B861 Inverness-Leys-Inverarnie Road (Ness Bridge Junction), from 08:25hrs 
to 13:00hrs on Sunday 4th May 2014.
The Order, which is required to ensure the safe passage of participants taking part in the ‘Etape Loch 
Ness’ Cycling Event, will only have effect in relation to such part or parts of the lengths of road as are 
indicated by the appropriate traffic signs.
Emergency Services’ Vehicles, being used in an emergency for Ambulance, Coastguard, Fire Brigade 
or Police purposes, and Vehicles employed to ensure the safety of the Event participants are exempt 
from the restrictions detailed in the Order. 
Special Forces’ Vehicles, when driven by a member of the Special Forces in response to a national 
security emergency, are exempt from the restrictions detailed in the Order.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available for viewing at the following address:
Area Community Services Manager (Inverness), 94 Diriebught Road, Inverness, IV2 3QN
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Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Lachie Maclean trading as Argyll Haulage 
of Connel and Barcaldine etc operators 
licence number OM1007342 is applying 
to change an existing licence as follows:  
Change from Sole Trader to Partnership 
with son Donnie Maclean from Connel.  
Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre(s) 
who believe that their use or enjoyment of 
that land would be affected, should make 
written representations to the Traffic Com-
missioner at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds LS9 6NF stating their reasons, 
within 21 days of this notice.  Representors 
must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the ad-
dress given at the top of this notice.  A Guide 
to Making Representations is available from 
the Traffic Commissioner’s Office.

AGMs 
Comann Eachdraidh 

Lios Mor and Taic 
Comann Eachdraidh 

Lios Mór 
Saturday 

31st May 2014
from 12 noon,
Lismore Gaelic 

Heritage Centre.
www.lismoregaelic
heritagecentre.org

publicnotices

ABCD
AGM

Monday 19th May 
2014 at 7.30pm

Lorn and Islands Hospital
The AGM will be held in 

the Lecture Theatre and all 
interested members of the 
public are invited to attend.  

There will be a brief 
presentation to outline the 

activities of the Charity 
over the past year. 

Come and join our young and dynamic team at The Airds. Due to increased busi-
ness levels we have a number of positions available both part time and full time:

Waiter/ess Duty Manager
Restaurant Supervisor Part Time Laundry Person 

(Thu & Sun mornings)

You will need to be fluent in spoken and written English and enjoy working with a 
wide variety of people.

Please apply to Kathy Beattie or Graham Steven, General Manager

Email address:  airds@airds-hotel.com
Tel No:  01631 730236

Ever thought of a career in hospitality?

Mrs Mary Mackay is ap-
plying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent to 
assign the grazing shares 
pertaining to the croft at 
Catchean Fionnphort isle 
of Mull to Robert Allan of 
Catchean Fionnphort isle 
of Mull.

If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or some 
other permanent form 
to the Crofting Commis-
sion, Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW (Email info@croft-
ing.scotland.gov.uk) within 
28 days from the date of 
publication of the advert.

Please note that any com-
ments you provide are part 
of an open process and 
will be made available to 
interesting parties.  Your 
comments would also be 
released under a freedom 
of information enquiry.

QUALIFIED REPORTER
OBAN

We want to hear from you if you have:
> The appropriate experience and qualification in 

journalism
> Shorthand
> Ambition and enthusiasm
> Talent, self motivation and commitment
> A full current driving licence
> Knowledge of the West Coast an advantage

Financial assistance for accommodation where relevant may 
be available for the first three months.
Competitive salary + private health care + enhanced pension 
+ life assurance + excellent benefits and great working 
conditions.
Please apply by email with full C.V. and 
contact details to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

North West Mull Community Woodland Co. Ltd

Development Manager
Full time

Salary from £25,000.00pa

Due to the recent retirement of our Development Manager we are looking for an 
exceptional person to manage and develop our exciting range of community 
woodland projects.  These include a Micro Hydro Project, Affordable Housing, 
a Woodland Burial Ground, and increasing the Access and Amenity value of 
the woodlands.  There is an extensive harvesting and replanting programme 
underway, requiring regular contact with our harvesting partners and other 
agencies.  The successful applicant will also be responsible for the day to 
day management and development of our woodfuel company including the 
recently acquired woodchip supply business.

As well as having excellent management skills applicants should have 
recent experience of successfully securing funding packages for projects 
similar to our existing areas of activity.  Good IT and basic accounting skills 
will also be very useful.

For a full job description and any other enquiries about the post, please 
contact admin@nwmullwoodland.co.uk or ring 01688 400600.

Application is by CV with covering letter and the closing date is 
Wednesday 14th May 2014.  Applications may be electronic to the above 

email address or posted to:

NWMCWC, Penmore Mill, Dervaig, Isle of Mull PA75 6QS

NWMCWC Ltd is a company with charitable status limited by guarantee.
Charity No. SCO37336, Co.No. 287343

We are offering an exciting opportunity to build a career 
in local newspapers to develop, expand and strengthen 

the potential of our advertising sales teams.
We are seeking to appoint an experienced and/or trainee sales person who 
is lively, enthusiastic, a good communicator and committed to customer 
satisfaction.  The successful candidate will join our Campbeltown Courier sales 
team and work across a variety of publications and products.  On-going in-house 
training will be given as required.  A full driving licence is essential as you may not 
necessarily be office based but could have the opportunity to travel throughout 
Argyll and surrounding area in one of our company vehicles.  

We offer an excellent rate of pay, generous annual holiday entitlement, company 
pension scheme, life assurance and private medical insurance.

If you are looking for a career with a well established company and have the 
above attributes – we want to hear from you.

Please apply by email with a full C.V. including contact details to: ali@
wyvexmedia.co.uk

SALES EXECUTIVE

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997, AS AMENDED
ADVERTISEMENT UNDER SECTION 67(2) OF THE MAKING OF A 
REVOCATION ORDER OR MODIFICATION ORDER
Planning Permission for the Erection of Dwellinghouse with Integral Garage, Installation of Septic Tank, 
Upgrade of Existing Access and Formation of New Vehicular Access and Planning Permission for the Erection 
of Dwellinghouse with Integral Garage, Upgrade of Existing Access and Formation of New Vehicular Access 
(Amended Orientation of Building and Relocation of Several Windows of Planning Permission 12/00841/PP) 
both at Land South West of Glenmore Farm Kilmelford, Oban, Argyll and Bute, PA34 4XA 
REFERENCE NUMBERS: Planning Permissions Reference 12/00814/PP and 13/01458/PP
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Argyll and Bute Council have made an order under section 65 of the Town and 
Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 to revoke the above planning permissions.
The Council have been notified by the owner or lessee (if any); the occupier of the land, and all persons who 
in the Council’s opinion will be affected by the Order that they do not object to the Order.
Any person who will be affected by the Order and who wishes for an opportunity of appearing before and 
being heard by a person appointed by the Scottish Ministers, must give notice in writing to The Scottish 
Ministers, The Directorate for the Built Environment, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ not later than 22nd 
May 2014
If no such notice is given by that date the Order will take effect by virtue of the provisions of Section 67(7) 
of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 on 5th June 2014 without being confirmed by The 
Scottish Ministers.
Date 24th April 2014
Charles Reppke, Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal 
Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On 
Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or 
by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference 
number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) 
ADVERT STATEMENT
Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/01876/PP Formation of vehicular access Old Military Road Glen Lochy
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

13/02502/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse. 3 Kirkapol Isle of Tiree
Argyll and Bute PA77 6TW 

Tiree Area Office

14/00813/PP Change of use of motor repair garage 
(class 5) to laundry (class 1) (part 
retrospective).

Argyll Motor Services
Shore Street Oban
Argyll and Bute PA34 4LH 

Oban Area Office

14/00881/PP Change of use from detached garage/
shed to form self contained unit for 
private use.

Craigaol Kilmelford
Argyll and Bute PA34 4XA 

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 
-17:00hrs Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed 
below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
Written comments for the following list  of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days 
of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.
Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish 
Government website: https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at 
Planning and Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on 
our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

COUNCILLOR SURGERIES
Councillor Roddy McCuish (E.W.4 Oban South and the Isles)
Councillor Roddy McCuish will be holding a surgery on Friday 2nd May in the Municipal Buildings,
Albany Street, Oban from 3.00pm to 5.00pm.
He can also be contacted by by e mail – roderick.mccuish@argyll-bute.gov.uk or by telephone 01631 567854

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
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Tel: 01631 568020

Vauxhall Vivaro

£6000+VAT o.n.o.

Tel: 07768 576544 / 01496 810382

White, 08 plate, Short Wheel Base, 
High Roof, Ply Lined, 

MOT till Nov 2014, 57K miles.

Mazda Diesel Pick-up

Contact 01852 314166

54,000 miles, 
12 months tax and MOT, 

offers welcome.  

Ford Mondeo LX TDCi

£1,350 o.n.o.

Tel: 07584 865058

2004 1 years Mot and 
Tax July
123k miles
Runs & drives perfect
130 BHP six speed.

WANTED

Please telephone
07783 638067

Caravans and motorhomes
Any make, Model or condition. 

Instant decision 
and payment.

WANTED

Telephone 
07423736722

Any 4 x 4 vehicle, Landrover, 
Toyota, Mitsubishi etc, high 
mileage, any condition. Non 

runners/MOT failures accepted.

WANTED

Telephone: 
07703490572 ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all 

pickups single or double cabs, 
any condition, runner or not, high 

miles no problem.

WANTED

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

All types of motor homes & 
caravanettes. Any age or condition. 

We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of 

touring caravans from 95 onwards. 

WANTED

Tel: 01250 884306 or 07885203020
gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of Diggers, 
Mini Diggers, JCB’s, 3CXs, 

also MF and CASE, telehandler 
forklift, any condition, any age.

Jaguar 2.0 Diesel Saloon 

£1,995

Tel: 01586 830106

05 reg, MOT July, 71,500 
miles, heated leather 
seats, cruise control, 
automatic headlight 
and wiper sensors, 
6 CD changer.

Abbey Freestyle 470 SE 
2 Berth Touring Caravan

£5,200 o.n.o.

Tel: 07765820857 (Oban)

END WASHROOM with ELECTRIC REICH 
MOVER. 12 volt power, mixer taps, TV 
aerial, mains electric,  heater, Oven, 
grill and hobb, Refrigerator, Cassette 
Toilet, Alarm System. Awning (new) 
2,16 m. width.
Lots of extras included in sale 
This Caravan is in very good condition, 
smoke free, all clean and ready to go.

East Neuk Fifer Touring 
Motorhome, 2006.

£17,950

Tel: 01631 564787 (Oban)

Fiat Ducato 2.0JTD. 48,888 miles, MOT 
Mar 15, Tax Aug 14.
Double bed/2 singles. Thetford flush 
toilet. Sink, hob, grill, microwave, 
3 way fridge. Under floor storage, 
Webasto & electric heating, 1000W 
inverter. Awning. FSH & cams. 1 
owner. No smokers or pets.

G

M

* S
ee 

page
 20

 fo
r

   m
ore

 deta
ils.

£30
£30

FO
R 2

 W
EE

KS W
IT

H 

OUR A
LL

 N
EW

 D
RIV

ET
IM

ES

Renault Clio Van

£2000 + VAT
Tel: 01631 564022 (Day). 

Mob. 07710060021

First Registered 
24/10/07. Taxed July 
2014, MOT 8/11/2014, 
Mileage 90,000. 
Good condition.

We will be out and about on Tuesday 13th 
& Wednesday 14th at Tesco Oban. Why don’t 
you come and see us or make an appointment.

CAN’T COME TO US, 
WE WILL COME TO YOU

Test Drives available at Tesco please bring your licence

0%
Representative*†

APR

Don’t miss out!  Available now while stocks last

AYGO Mode Yaris Icon plus

£89per month^ £119

FINANCE DEPOSIT

ALLOWANCE*£500NOW WIT

£750NOW WIT

5-7 John Street Helensburgh G84 8BA
Tel: 01436 672 779 helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

Auris Icon

£169 per month^

Like our Facebook page 
for more information, free prize draws and competitions

OBAN

NOW WIT

£1,000
FINANCE DEPOSIT

ALLOWANCE*

Tuesday 13th - Wednesday 14th May 2014

FINANCE DEPOSIT

ALLOWANCE*

Model shown are Aygo Mode 1.0VVT-i 3 dr manual £9,800, Yaris Icon+ 1.0VVT-i 3 dr at £12,945 & Auris Icon 1.33 VVT-i 5 dr manual at £17,595. Price excludes metallic paint on MY13AYGO at £450, white paint on Yaris at £250 & Auris

per month^

Helensburgh Toyota like 
to get out and about in the 
community meeting people.
We will be visiting Tesco Oban soon and will be 
showcasing the models in the Toyota Range. 
The team, David Smeeton and Tim Roome, 
will also be offering visitors the chance to test 
drive these vehicles from Tesco, so please bring 
along your driving licence.

Sales Consultant, David Smeeton said:

‘There has never been a more important time 
for small businesses and people in our sur-
rounding area to support each other.  Being 
out and about is giving us the chance to do 
this and we hope to let the local people see 
the commitment we have to Argyll and Bute 
and the islands.  We will have a new car display 
on show with some terrific spring offers so 
come along and see us.’

Helensburgh Toyota are honoured to have 
over 37 years delivering to their customers 
and community. A big thank you to all custom-
ers for being completely satisfied with their 
experience and keeping them Scotland’s No1 
for Toyota Customer Care and most recently 
winning Motor Codes Regional Garage of the 
Year. They are dedicated to supporting all 
your motoring needs. From purchasing a new 
Toyota car to servicing and MOT for any make 
and model. An uplift and delivery service is 
also available with a free courtesy car. They 
have an exceptional team of specially trained 
staff to help you.

Nissan Micra S

£1000 o.n.o.
Tel: 01631 563643, 01631 562370 

or 07843 193066

1.2 Petrol. Dark Blue, 
MOT March 2015, 
Tax August 2014, 
Towbar, 65,000 miles, 
Clean car.

Peugeot Partner 03

£2,450 o.n.o.

Tel: 01852 314021

2.0HDi DIESEL 
5drs/VGC.
50k Miles S/H.
12 MTHS MOT
2MTHS TAX
NEW TYRES
ALLOYS.

VW Polo, 1.2 Match

£3,500 o.n.o.

Tel: 01586 552773

Petrol, 66,000 
miles, 2008,
MOT due Sept, 
Excellent 
condition.

2008 Vauxhall Astra 1.9 CDTI

£5,000 o.n.o.

Tel: 07551 020307 

150hp, 43,000 
miles, FSH, good 
condition, 12 
months MOT.

Campervan - Ford Transit LWB 2002

£4,500 o.n.o.

Tel: 07801 590235 

118000miles MOT Sept 
2014, Tax Aug.
Full convertion
Oven, cooker,  
fridge, toilet, 
fully insulated and 
electric hookup.

DRIVETIMES

Call now to 

Tel: 01631 568020

For 
Sailing 
Times 
please 
turn to 

page 20.

VW Passat

£650 o.n.o.

Tel: 07788 505224

X Reg. 1.9 TDi
Tax & MOT, Good 
condition, alloys, 
dependable, 
good on fuel.

NOW
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YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE.................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

FREE LISTINGS FOR 
ITEMS UNDER £100

We’ve increased the minimum value for free 
listings to apply to items worth £100 or less. Plus, 
draw attention to your item with our new photo 
and description box for just £15 for two weeks.

NEW CLASSIFIED PRICES:
Items under £100 - FREE

Items over £100 - £10 for 2 weeks
Boxed ads - £12.50 for 2 weeks
Add a photo - £15 for 2 weeks

All inclusive of VAT. Maximum 25 words. 20 words for 
photo ads. Terms & conditions apply. Book online.

For photo ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk/photo

For text only ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Or telephone 01631 568000

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk FREE LISTINGS FOR FREE LISTINGS FOR 

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also  

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

HOUSE CLEARANCE 
Lladro. Lady with boy 
presenting f lowers sitting 
on base perfect condition,  
£49 99 + p p if req Tel-
ephone 07748 574770.
HOUSE CLEARANCE 
Lladro Angel (has small 
repair to one wing),  £25 
Telephone 07748 574770.
HOUSE CLEARANCE 
Leonardo piece, Clown 
sitting in car, perfect 
condition,  £25 Telephone 
07748 574770.
HOUSE CLEARANCE 
Nao Yawning girl in white 
night dress, perfect condi-
tion,  £25 Telephone 07748 
574770.
HOUSE CLEARANCE 
Nao Elegant Lady in pink 
evening dress lovely piece,  
£25 Telephone 07748 
574770.
HOUSE CLEARANCE 
Nao Small girl holding 
doll, perfect condition,  £20 
Telephone 07748 574770.
HOUSE CLEARANCE 
Nao Small girl holding 
doll, perfect condition,  £20 
Telephone 07748 574770.
HOUSE CLEARANCE 
Leonardo piece, Clown on 
tricycle,  £20 Telephone 
07748 574770.
HOUSE CLEARANCE 
Nao Small girl with fan, 
lovely piece,  £20 Tel-
ephone 07748 574770.

BABY EQUIPMENT
WOODEN BABY COT 
with mattress, used once,  
£40 Telephone 07934 
099795.

BICYCLES
BOYS MOUNTAIN BIKE 
Muddy Fox full suspen-
sion Mountain Bike. 20” 
wheels, suit 7+ yrs. VGC. 
Six gears. Available in 
Oban,  £50 Telephone 
01631 358473.

BOOKS
IPAD FOR THE OVER 50’S 
computer book instructions, 
new, never used, £12.99 sell 
for,  £6 Telephone 01631 
565404.

BUILDING / DIY
DOUBLE GLAZED WOOD 
Framed Windows, 7 x w 120 
h 90, 2 x w 135 h 120, 1 x 
bathroom frosted w 92 h 
90, offers.  Telephone 01631 
562746².
FLOOR/WALL TILES 30 
Mink Marble effect glazed 

measuring 30cm x 60cm.  As 
new, still in packaging,  £25 
Telephone 01631 710031.
GALVANISED BATH size 
30 X 23. Offers.  Telephone 
01546 850287.

 CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

FOLDING STEP folding 
steel single step, very stable,  
£15 Telephone 01631 720425.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

AEG GAS HOB. Perfect 
working order. £25, Tel. 
01631 720452
RAYBURN NOUVELLE 
natural gas, central heating 
and hot water, good condi-
tion,  £150 Telephone 07833 
462186.

DOMESTIC PETS
ADORABLE SMALL 
MALTESE TERRIER Bi-
chon Frize pups, boys only, 

checked and wormed, both 
parents can be seen,  £500 
Telephone 07771 930975.

EQUESTRIAN
PRINCE CHARLIE SEC-
TION D WELSH Colt 10 
months old liver chestnut 
good temperament and 
blood lines. Telephone 01681 
700541 (Mull)².

 FURNITURE
2 CHEST OF DRAW-
ERS  modern light birch 
veneer colour,  chest of 
drawers. White melamine 
inside drawers, silver knobs, 
3drawers. Good condi-
tion,  £15 Telephone 01631 
720369.
CHEST OF DRAWERS 
modern light birch colour 
veneer, 5 drawers, silver 
knobs. White melamine 
inside drawers,  good condi-
tion,  £15 Telephone 01631 
720369.
CHILDS BED Ikea Kritter 
bedframe with slatted base 
and foam mattress.  165 x 
75cm.  Used only occasion-
ally by grandchild,  £35 
Telephone 01631 730320.
NEST OF TABLES teak, set 
of three tables, good condi-
tion 50x50x50cm 42cm 
wide x46cm deep x48cm 
high 36cm wide x42cm deep 
x45cm high,  £30 Telephone 
01631 563096.
SINGLE DIVAN BED with 
padded headboard, buyer 
collects,  £20 Telephone 
01546 600045.
TV CORNER UNIT. Glass 
doors. £20, Tel. 01631 
720452

GARDEN
LAWN SCARIFIER 
manual, wheeled lawn scari-

Very good condition,  £10 

Telephone 01631 720425.
LEYLANDI CONIFERS 
10 healthy plants in small 
pots approx 1½ ft tall ready 
for planting,  £30 Telephone 
01631 720369.

GARDEN
MACHINERY

HEALTH AND
FITNESS

MASSAGE TABLE XL 
top of the range, Portalite, 
made in Italy, excellent 
condition, hardly used, 
cream with accessories and 
matching therapist stool.  
Size 77”/195cm x 27”/68cm, 
cost over £350 but will ac-
cept,  £150 Telephone 01546 
606585².

HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

4 DOOR RAYBURN 
STOVE (Aga) with 2 ovens, 
2 hotplates, multifuel with 
back boiler.  Cream and 
black in excellent condition 
only used for 2 years,  £2900 
ono Telephone 01369 702990 
or 07788 855764².

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Blue & 
Baby Pink colours in stock 
available in A3/A4/A5 sizes, 
from 13p per sheet. Contact 

Krisp Print. Telephone 
01586 554975.
SEWING MACHINE 
Singer portable sewing 
machine, working order,  
£45ono Telephone 01586 
552660.

HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

COLOUR TV Sony Digital 
colour TV, rarely used, 1½ 
years old,  £80ono Telephone 
01586 552660.
PORTABLE TELEVISION 
Toshiba 14” colour TV with 

but you will need digibox 
to receive signals,  £15 
Telephone 01631 710031.

HOME
FURNISHINGS

CEILING FAN brass 42” 
four light ceiling fan for 
conservatory, new, still in 
box, buyer collects,  £99 
Telephone 01546 600045.
LAYZEE BED MATTRESS 
dual spring excellent clean 
condition app King Size 
78’’x 60’’x 9’’. Buyer 
collects Barcaldine,  £20 
Telephone 01631 720180.
WOODEN VENTIAN 
BLINDS light oak 
wooden venetian blinds 
width 90cm(36ins) drop 
172cm(63ins), ex condition. 
3 blinds cost £55 each will 
sell for,  £15 each Telephone 
01586 551314.

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

MICROWAVE OVEN San-
yo 700 Watt with turntable, 
clean & tidy,  £15 Telephone 
01631 710031.

LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

CAMPING GEAR pots, 
pans cutlery and light-
ing good condition,  £20 
Telephone 07561 341825 
(Oban)².
CYCLING HELMET Giro 
good condition hardly used,  

£15 Telephone 07561 341825 
(Oban)².
FISHING TENTS new and 
still in packaging,  £15 each 
Telephone 07561 341825 
(Oban)².
FLY TYING LIGHT with 

stand,  £15 Telephone 0756 
1341825 (Oban)².
PORTABLE STOVE double 
burner propane/butane good 
condition,  £15 Telephone 
07561 341825 (Oban)².

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle of 
Skye, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.scot-
tishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places in-
clude: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  

gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

MARINE
USED FIBREGLASS 
KAYAK along with paddle, 
would suit young learner or 
slim adult,  £150 Telephone 
07747 399627.

MARINE UNDER
£250

3-FLEETGUARD FF4008 
Fuel Filters for £7.50.  Many 
commercial and marine ap-

TOP RACE BIKE

Bargain,  £950
TEL 01855 811916

Giant TRC carbon, medium, 
Mavic Ksyrium SSC wheels, new 
Vitorio tubulars, Campag Record/
Chorus, Deda bars/ext, summer 
miles only. Or   Mavic/Campag 

wired-ons with Bontragers.

GARDEN TRACTOR 
MOWER MTD RS 

115/96B

£650
TEL 07887 885559

38” cut, good condition, 
delivery possible.

12’ Dinghy
With cuddy, cover, 
oars, rowlocks and 
4hp 2 stroke Johnston 
outboard on road 
trailer, all in good 
condition

£850 o.n.o. 

Tel: 01631 720414 or 07775501658

Orkney Longliner 16 ft.
Very good condition.  On trailer 
with new wheels.  Powered 
by 6 horsepower Mercury 4 
stroke outboard engine which 
has done less than 10 hours 
running. Also included is a 
cockpit cover. 

£3500 o.n.o. 
For further details phone 01436 810079 

or Mob.07799292163.

SAILING TIMES

Offshore Cruiser 1998

Tel: 07801590235

Maxum 2400 SCR
5.7 Litre Mercruiser, 
sleeps 5/6,
Fridge, cooker, 
toilet and trailer.

£17,500

Pandora Sailing Boat

Tel: 01369 702990/07788 855764

3 Berth, 4 wheel 
road trailer, 
6.3 metres long.

£1200 o.n.o.

Drascombe Lugger Honnor Marine
Drascombe Lugger Honnor 
Marine No. 1277 GRP 1987
Aquamarine Gel coat. 
Rollercoaster trailer 2002 
with light board.
Mercury 4 HP engine, Cockpit cover 
and overall covers and extras.

£5000

Tel. 01499 302709

DRIVE TIMES 
HAS CHANGED...

Sailing Yacht

Tel: 07777 000000 or
01631 568000 (after 5pm)

Stainless Steel Rails, Bow Roller 
and Anchor Locker, Pilot House 
with triple opening doors, Twin 
Berths and convertible saloon, 
Glass and aluminium windows, 
Toilet, Reversible pilot seat, Self 
Draining CockpitYOUR BOAT HERE

£14,000 o.n.o.

Subaru WRX 3.0ltr TURBO

£14,000 o.n.o.
Tel: 07777 000000 or

01631 568000 (after 5pm)

1998, FSH, Immaculate 
condition, 6 month 
MOT, 6 months Tax, 
6-disc CD changer, 
Manual gearbox, 4WD, 
4 good tyres, call for 
more details.YOUR VEHICLE HERE

*

CALL US NOW TO BOOK YOUR
SPACE 01631 568010

5cm x 2 column advertisement - 2 weeks for £30.

NOW ONLY

£30
FOR

2
WEEKS

inclusive of VAT

*

IF YOU DON’T SELL IN 
THE FIRST WEEK, YOUR 
SECOND WEEK IS FREE.
JUST CALL TO RE-BOOK!

Sell your vehicle or boat FOR LESS with our all new 
Drive Times and Sailing Times.
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MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE STOVES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Replacement Sealed Units

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

L
O

C
A

L
  

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR LOCAL SERVICES SECTION CONTACT 01631 568000 OR ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Share your celebrations with

in our Announcements Section

call us today on 01631 568000

Pauline
Born: 9th January 2014

Bob and Lesley are delighted 
to announce the safe arrival 
of baby Pauline, a little sister
for Susie and Gillian.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Annie
Birthday: 25th January

Look who’s all grown up!
Happy 21st birthday!
Have a brilliant day.
Lots of love from all the family 
xxx

(sample ad - not to scale)

Michael and Sophie
got engaged on 1st January

Both families are delighted 
to announce the recent 
engagement of Michael and 
Sophie. Congratulations from 
all family and friends.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Share your 
celebrations
with our 
announcements
adverts - starting 
next week!

5x2 colour 
ads with 
artwork, a 
photo and 
your own 
personal 
message.
Let everyone 
know about an 
engagement,
birthday, 
anniversary or 
new arrival in 
your family!

Call us now to 
book your space!

ONLY

£25+ VAT

CHIMNEY SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TO YOUR CLASSIFIEDS AND INCREASE
YOUR CHANCES OF SELLING

ADD A
PHOTO

Product title i.e acoustic guitar
Product description (approx 15-20 words)
Selling price
Contact telephone number
Item location (as we cover a  fairly large geographical area
it is helpful if buyers know where the item is located)

NOW JUST 
£15 FOR 

TWO WEEKS
(6X1 COLOUR AD WITH PHOTO)

Advert runs for two weeks (price includes VAT)

ACOUSTIC
GUITAR

£100
TEL 01631 568035

Yamaha acoustic guitar in 
good condition. Built in tuner, 

new strings, comes with 
padded gig bag. In Oban.

The Oban Times reserves the right not to use photos that do not comply with our terms and conditions. 
No trade advertisers in private sales. All boats, cars and trailers must appear in Drive Times.

Three easy ways to place your photo advert:

• Telephone 01631 568 000 or 01397 703 003
OR

   Fort William, Lochgilphead
   or Campbeltown

MOBILITY

WOODCHIPS

HALF PRICE
The Oban Times
*Subscribe to 
the Oban Times 
digital edition 
and save 50%. 
Details at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/digital

PHOTO
ORDERS A4

photograph

£6.76

A5
photograph

£4.41

You can order photos that 
appear in the Oban Times

Simply contact the Oban Times 

and the code printed alongside 
the photograph 

(photographs that do not have codes have 
been submitted by private individuals and 

are therefore ineligible for this offer)
Please add £1.30 to your total 

order if you require delivery 
of photographs to cover 
postage and packing.

Mamore House
The Parade
Fort William
PH33 6BA
01397 703003

PO Box 1
Lochavullin Ind Est
Oban
PA34 4HB
01631 568000

email: adverts@obantimes.co.uk

ITEMS UNDER £100 BUY
LOCAL

SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

£ITEMS UNDER £100
 appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

Couple Counselling Argyll
Do you have a relationship 

problem?
WE CAN HELP

Appointments available in 
Oban, Lochgilphead, Dunoon, 

Rothesay & Helensburgh
Call 01631 563297

www.argyllcouple
counselling.org

SCO23995

COUNSELLING

TRIPLE GLAZED WINDOWS AVAILABLE
Windows and Doors, various materials

Contact Consultant
Peter Ramsay Tel 07816 934364

WINDOWS & DOORS

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray - Shore Street 
Tel: 01499 302150

Lochgilphead - Highbank Park
Tel: 01546 606767/

01546 606272

CROFT MOTORS
SERVICES
Unit 5B, Ben Nevis Estate
Fort William
PH33 6PR
Tel. 01397 703877

plications.  Telephone 07983 
457117 Oban.
3-FLEETGUARD HF6161 
Hydraulic Filters for £7.50.  
Many commercial and ma-
rine applications. Telephone 
07983 457117 Oban.

 MOTORCYCLE
EQUIPMENT

AKITO M/C JACKET size 
42 black leather, padded, 
used but good condition. 
Leather M/C gloves 
included. Barcaldine,  £20 
Telephone 01631 720180.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

DAIWA FISHING RUCK-
-

ing rucksack with pockets. 
Excellent condition,  £20 
Telephone 01631 710790.
INFLATABLE CANOE  
Sevylor KAC79, 2 person 
canoe, vgc, 2 seats, 2 pad-
dles, pump, guide books, 
colour green. Can be viewed 
in Oban,  £99.99 Telephone 
01631 358473.

 PET ACCESSORIES
FISHTANK only, 2 cubic 
feet, never used still in 
wrapping,  £30 Telephone 
01631 562824.
PLASTIC DOG BED large, 
in new condition, used only 
few weeks,  £25 Telephone 
01546 603308.

 POWER TOOLS
RYOBI RECIPROCATING 
SAW Ryobi RRS 1201 cord-
less lithium ion battery saw 
including selection of blades 
for wood and metal,  £45 
Telephone 01631 720425.

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

LAMINATING Keep your 
important documents safe 
from dust, dirt, tears and 
creases. A4-£2, A4-£3. Con-
tact Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
PARTY INVITES Cus-
tomised to suit any style or 
occasion, come supplied 
with envelopes. 50 invites 

and envelopes for £28.00. 
From Krisp Print. Telephone 
01586 554975.

 WANTED
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP 
METAL we uplift scrap 
cars, copper, brass. lead 
etc. Smaller quantities con-
sidered. Telephone 07435 
589701.

NEW CAR INDEX

ADVERTISING

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

CALL 01631 568000
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Farming

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

Market reports

 PRODUCTION SURVEY 2012

54 www.fishupdatedirectory.comAlmanac & Diary

Prices
Prices of farmed shellfish fluctuated throughout 

the year. The average price of Pacific 
oyster was £0.35 per shell; native oyster, 
£0.60 per shell; scallop, £1.70 per shell; 
queen scallop, £0.10 per shell; and 
mussels £1,200 per tonne. 

The value of the table trade is esti-
mated from the production figures 
shown in Table 1.
Mussel: £7.5 million Pacific oyster: 

£0.95 million
Native oyster: £0.19 million Scallop: £0.10 
million Queen: £0.001 million.
The 2012 total value, at first sale for all 
species, was estimated at £8.7 million, a 
decrease from £9.8 million in 2011.

Employment
The industry employed 171 full-time and 187 
part-time and casual workers during 2012. The 
number of full-time employees remained the 
same while there was an increase of 15 part-
time and casual employees since 2011. The 
number of people employed by the shellfish 
farming industry in Scotland rose by 4% from 
the 2011 total of 343. This increase in employ-
ment and the increase in the number of sites 
producing shellfish indicates a continued confi-
dence within the industry.

Summary
Mussel and Pacific oysters remain the main 
species produced in terms of both value and 
tonnage. Mussel production decreased by 10% 
and Pacific oyster production decreased by 

Native oyster 

sales were 

worth £0.95 

million

The number
of people
employed
by the shell-
fish industry 

rose by 4%

MUSSELS
PRODUCTION: 
WORTH £7.5M

AQUACULTURE
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14% during 2012;
• Production of Pacific 
oysters for on-growing has 

significantly increased 
(128%) in 2012 as 

new markets, 
home and 

abroad,
have been 
established;

• There has 
been a reduc-

tion in queen 
scallop and 

scallop production, 
attributed to poor spat 

fall and severe weather conditions;
• Native oyster production dropped from 
350,000 to 317,000 shells. The sector continues 
to target a strong niche market;
•  Employment levels showed an increase of 4% 

from the previous year, with 358 full, part-time 
and casual staff being employed during 2012.

•  The Scottish shellfish farming industry is 
estimated to be worth £8.7 million at first sale 
value.

•  Surveillance for the shellfish diseases 
Bonamiasis and Marteiliasis was maintained 
in 2012, resulting in no new infected areas. 
Movement restrictions remain in place for the 
presence of Bonamia ostreae at Loch Sunart 
and West Loch Tarbet;

•  For shellfish health purposes, 118 out of 330 
sites were inspected during 2012 as part of a 
risk based surveillance programme imple-
mented under Council 
Directive 2006/88/EC;

•  A surveillance programme targeting Pacific 
oyster farm sites continued in 2012, to detect 
any occurrence of OsHV-1 μvar, no evidence 
of infection was found from samples taken. 
Immediate notification of increased mortal-
ity on farm sites must be reported to Marine 
Scotland Science, Fish Health Inspectorate.

•  The industry is dominated by small produc-
ers, although there was a continued and 
marked trend toward large businesses 
contributing to the annual production of all 
species. production of all species.

The Scottish 
shellfish

industry is
worth £8.7 
million at

first sale

value

The industry 
is still 

dominated
by small 

producers
OYSTER PRODUCTION 
FOR ONGROWING 
INCREASED
SIGNIFICANTLY

SCALLOP 
PRODUCTION: DOWN
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Fleet size and employment
In 2012, the UK fishing industry had 6,406 fish-
ing vessels compared with 7,578 in 2002, a
reduction of 15 per cent. The fleet in 2012 com-
prised 5,032 10 metre and under vessels and 
1,374 over 10 metre vessels.

Chart 1.1: UK fleet size: 2002 to 2012

There were around 12,450 fishermen in 2012, 
down 12 per cent since 2002. Of these, 5,900 
were based in England (down 9 per cent since 
2002), 1,000 in Wales (down 25 per cent), 
4,700 in Scotland (down 18 per cent) and 800 
in Northern Ireland (up 32 per cent). Part-time 
fishermen accounted for 17 per cent of the total, 
down 2 percentage points over the last ten 
years.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MMO’S SEA 
FISHERIES STATISTICS 2011

Numbers of

fishermen
have fallen

by 12% since 

2002

UK SEA FISHERIES

STATISTICS 
2012
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MOVERS & SHAKERS - CATCHING

Mike Park
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF THE SCOTTISH WHITE FISH PRODUCER’S 
ASSOCIATION (SWFPA) 

THE Chief Executive of the Scottish White Fish Producers Association (SWFPA) remains 
as infl uential as ever, with regular trips to Holyrood, Westminister and Brussels on behalf of 
Scotland’s whitefi sh and nephrops sectors. Indeed, as head of the largest association of fi shermen 
in the UK, whose members account for a signifi cant proportion of Scottish and UK landings 
both in terms of volume and income, it is fortunate to have a head respected both by its members 
and by keen conservationists including Prince Charles.

George Eustice
FISHERIES MINISTER

IT’s too early to properly assess the impact of the man who took over as the UK’s new fi sheries 
minister from Richard Benyon, but industry insiders have been impressed by the apparent fi rm 
grasp he has of the issues to hand, despite it being early days in his new role. Indeed, Ian Gatt, 
chief executive of the Scottish Pelagic Fishermens Association, refl ected in October that: ‘Our 
fi rst meeting with Mr Eustice was extremely useful and the Association found the Minister to 
be well informed which was demonstrated by his considered responses. Th e Association and the 
Minister agreed to stay in close contact during the autumn negotiating season.’

Martin Leyland
SHETLAND SEAFOOD AUCTIONS 

THE Auction Manager at Shetland Seafood Auctions has overseen an impressive year for the 
Lerwick-based company, and white fi sh landings had already achieved record levels some fi ve 
weeks before the market closed for Christmas. A total of 266,432 boxes had been sold through the 
electronic auction system by 13th November. Th at beats the 263,729 boxes landed in 2008 – the 
previous record year for landings since the system was introduced in 2003. Th e average number of 
boxes landed per week this year is just below 6,000 – compared to just above 5,000 for the whole of 
2012, and this is in part due to the improvements made to both the auctions and the port, during 
Leyland’s watch.

Mark Sheldrick and Darroch Fulton 
LOBSTERMEN

THE two Tarbert lobstermen who saved Sean Taylor’s life when he fell from the 
Blue Angel and was dragged 140ft underwater won the RBS Real Hero Award 
in November. While fi shing for lobster Sean’s leg got caught up in rope from an 
automatic creel shooter. He was underwater for up to 10 minutes before the boat’s 
skipper Mark Sheldrick managed to cut the rope and bring him to the surface. 
Mark got Sean back on the boat and along with Darroch spent the next few minutes 
trying to resuscitate him. Sean, who punctured both lungs and was told that no one 
had survived a situation like it, said: ‘had it not been for the quick reactions of Mark 
and Darroch I wouldn’t be here today.’ 

Dynamic figures from the UK’s 

CATCHING INDUSTRY
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MOVERS & SHAKERS - CATCHING

Jim Evans 
CHAIRMAN OF THE WELSH FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION
THE pot fi sherman from Aberporth is now also Chairman of the Welsh Fisherman’s 
Association, which was formed this year to fi ght against reducing quotas, the potential loss 
of historic fi shing grounds, a desire for sustainable fi sheries and an increasingly participative 
management approach by Welsh Government. Still too early to register any major victories for 
its members, the association’s worth should be more quantifi able in the course of 2014.

Jim Williams
FORMER TRAWLER SKIPPER 

A VETERAN from the golden age of Hull’s fi shing industry, Williams published his 
autobiography, called Swinging Th e Lamp, in November. Th e 86 year-old’s engaging memoir 
follows his life from his career as a boy sailor with the Royal Navy, up to spending 27 years as a 
trawler skipper, and is packed with fascinating anecdotes of a life on the high seas. A must-read for 
anyone interested in the glory days of the Humber’s once pre-eminent deep sea fi shing industry.

Jerry Percy
NEW UNDER TEN FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

THE Chairman of the New Under Ten Fishermen’s Association (NUTFA) helped to 
mastermind, with the Support of Greenpeace, the reallocation of £1 million worth of unused 
quota from large boats to the under-10 sector, in a battle that was fi nally vindicated in the High 
Court in July.

Barry Deas 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF FISHERMEN’S ORGANISATIONS

THE chief executive of the National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisations (NFFO) has 
long fought the corner for fi shermen from England, Wales and Northern Ireland and, during 
a tumultuous year that has seen negotiations over the new CFP take up a great deal of time 
he has acquitted himself well on behalf of his members, fi ghting a number of battles, not least 
relating to media coverage and controversial allegations by Greenpeace.

Bertie Armstrong
SCOTTISH FISHERMEN’S FEDERATION

THE Chief Executive of the SFF is rarely out of the news, and plays a key role in lobbying 
government offi  cials in Edinburgh, London and Brussels on behalf of the 500+ vessels - from 
inshore creel boats, to pelagic trawlers - that he represents. Perhaps the biggest axe he’s been 
grinding over the course of the last few years involves the apparent disparity between the 
abundance of North Sea cod and the reluctance of either scientists or politicians to increase their 
quotas, and this is seemingly beginning to gain greater credibility, so it will be interesting to see 
whether this will fi nally begin to bear fruit for fi shermen in 2014.

DAVID Warwick
WHITE FISH SKIPPER
DAVID Warwick, a veteran fi sherman from Plymouth, has highlighted the challenging nature of 
life at sea by sending tweets relating to an entire day aboard his trawler. Th e initiative, organised 
by the NFFO in a bid to challenge some of the negative perceptions which dog the UK fi shing 
industry, took place during National Fishing Month to raise awareness of the often dangerous 
daily tasks fi shermen perform to put food on the nation’s plate. Since the day he left school 
more than 25 years ago, David has earned a living as a commercial fi sherman. Having built his 
own trawler he set up a commercial fi shing business with his father in 1996. Today he sails from 
Plymouth in his 10.5m trawler Valhalla, catching mixed species including cod and haddock as well 
as whiting and lemon sole.

DAYS GONE BY
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Farming Focus
with Ewen Campbell, SRUC farm 

manager for Kirkton and Auchtertyre

THIS month has been busy 
for us all at SRUC Kirkton 
and Auchtertyre farms, with 
lambing on the way! 

We expect around 1,300 
lambs to be born, and 
with such numbers, good 
preparation is key. 

We record the breeding 
performance of most of the 

Estimated Breeding Values 
– EBVs). Because of this, we 
need a simple and easy way 
to identify individual ewes 
without having to catch them 
each time we want to record 
their lambs. 

So, we are neck-banding our 
ewes this week. We attach a 
large cattle ear tag on a loop 
around their neck, so that we 
can identify the ewe from a 

the rough parks. This makes 
life easier for the recorders 
who weigh and ID the new 
born lambs.

Despite the weather 
continuing to be cloudy and 
damp, soil temperatures are on 
the increase. Now that the soil 
temperature has reached 6°C, 

This is in contrast to last year 
when soil temperatures were 
still below 3°C in early April 
and only reached 6°C on April 

UNITED Auctions is undertaking a major 
upgrade of the roof and parking at Dalmally 
auction mart.

Scotland’s leading livestock auctioneer is 
improving the roof over the main sale ring 
at the centre, while the car park is being 
upgraded and extended to accommodate 
more vehicles on busy sale days. 

Dalmally mart is recognised as a principle 
market for the procurement of store cattle 
and lambs, breeding cattle and sheep as well 
one of the main centres for the well-known 

Blackface Ram Sales. It also provides an 
essential facility for marketing stock from 
the islands, which is supplemented by 
facilities at Oban, including livestock trailers 
to ferry animals to and from the islands and 
an overnight lairage facility for animals 
being transported to the Dalmally sales. 

The improvements are the latest in a 
series of investments at the centre since 
UA purchased it in September 2007, which 
include a new sale ring, metal pens, upgraded 
concrete resurfacing, a new washing system 

and weighing equipment as well as a new 
kitchen and eatery. 

Donald Morrison, UA’s area managing 
director for Argyll and the Islands, said: ‘The 

the very important role it plays in the area. 
‘In addition, we’ve recently introduced 

Peter Wood as the ‘Dalmally man’ 
responsible for the sales. 

‘Once the scaffolding is down and the 
upgrades are complete, we’re looking 
forward to welcoming more breeders to the 

mart and a further increase in throughput 
this autumn.’

Peter Wood, assistant manager, said: ‘I’m 
delighted to be the dedicated contact for 
Dalmally. After spending seven years in 
Aberdeenshire, I’ve made lots of contacts 
and have a good working knowledge of the 
country to attract clients to Dalmally.’

The upgrades will be completed in time for 
Dalmally’s principle spring sale of grazing 
cattle, with an entry of 400 cattle, on May 
3.

Caledonian Marts, 
Stirling
cattle at their weekly primestock sale, comprising 

OTM clean and 106 cast cows and bulls.
Bullocks averaged 224p per kilo and sold to 

from Flemington Farm, Cambuslang and Leari-

head for 686kg Limousin, Woodhead of Mailer 
Farm, Perth.

Heifers averaged 224.5p per kilo and sold to 
255.5p and 253.5p per kilo heavy British Blues, 

per head for 624kgs from the same farm.
Butchers cattle sold in excess of 230p per kilo 

to average 238p per kilo and sold to 247.5p per 
kg for Limousin Heifer from Woodhead of Mailer 
Farm.

Young Bulls sold to 210.5p per kg 574kg Sim-

20 month 738kg Limousin AirthreyKerse Farm, 
Bridge of Allan.

OTM under 36-month cattle sold to202.5p per 
kg 684kg Heifer Upper Kinneil Farm, Linlithgow 

Also forward were 111 cast cows, bulls and 

M/s Steel Gartentruach farm, Stirling.  Limousin 

farm.  All classes sold well.
Leading Prices:
Cows: 

AirthreyKerse.

1,203  prime hoggets and 555 cast ewes and rams 
at its Stirling sale last Tuesday.

Prime hoggets sold to 255p for 40.5kg Beltex 

53kg Texels from A Duncan, Easter Duncan and 
65kg Suffolks from J W Farquharson, The Horn 

SQQ hoggets average 215.42p per kilo.
Leading prices per kilo and per head:

Maidencots.

-
cots.

and Newton.
-

tage.

Prime Lambs sold to 217p for 46kg Zwarble 
from M McLaren, Greystone.

Also forward were 555 cast ewes and tups.

Beaton, WesterCrosshill.

from Mr Heggie, Carden.

from Mr M Bell, Wallaceton.
Leading Prices:
Ewes:

Tups

United Auctions, Stirling
UNITED Auctions  sold 2,001 store cattle and 
cast cows at its Stirling sale last Wednesday. 
Also forward were 171 store hoggs and ewes with 
lambs at foot.

Cast cows averaged 132.77p to 187.50p per 

Bullocks: 

227.80p.
Heifers:

Mains. Broken Mouth Mule with twin lambs at 

Stirling sale on Thursday, including 2,444 hoggs, 
selling to an average of 215.41p/kg, 63 spring 

-

Lambing season is already underway at Kirkton and Auchtertyre monitor farms. 

22, three weeks later than this 
year. 

wet we haven’t been able 
to spread fertiliser yet, but 
hopefully we should be able 
to do it soon, as the ewes will 
need the grass to keep all 
those lambs in milk.

Finally, as our hoggs 
have just returned from 
off-wintering, here is an 
update on our restocking 
effort for Auchtertyre. We 
are restocking the hill with 
homebred ewes and gimmers 

Kirkton), as well as with 
some which were bought-in as 
hoggs in 2012. After returning 
from off-wintering in the 
spring, the hoggs are kept in a 
shed for about a week to train 
them to eat concentrates. 

This helps them to adapt 
to being fed hay and 
concentrates as in-lamb 
gimmers. At scanning, the 
gimmers averaged 40 kg 
and the home bred scanned 
better than the bought-in. It 
will be interesting to see how 

marking time.
I had better go now 

– it appears that one ewe has 
already had her lamb today! 
And so it starts...

Preparation vital for 
lambing season

Dalmally mart upgrade continues 
with roof and car park revamp 

CROSS MULE 
GIMMERS WITH 

SUFFOCK
LAMBS AT FOOT

14 pair and 4 singles
more information

01681 700340

Walter G Grant
Agricultural Machinery Sales & Repairs

Tel: 01343 842114 
or 07702 985180

New Fleming Equipment – 
Water Filled Rollers 7 & 10ft 

Chain Harrows
M/F 550 2WD 

755 John Deere Compact 
Tractor c/w Power Loader
Ferguson TEF 20 Diesel
Claas 46 Round Baler
Tanco Bale Wrapper 

(Manual)

Water Filled Rollers
12ft Ifor Williams Livestock 

Trailer c/w SheepDecks
10ft Discs 

Fraser Rotospreader
3mtr Power Harrow (as 

new)
Drill Plough

Plus much more

Whatever you require, give us a call
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 

MEMORIALS

CHURCH NOTICES

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

ANGLICAN
COMMUNION

Sunday 27 April 2014
2nd of Easter

St John’s Cathedral, 
Oban

Holy Communion ..... 08:00
Combined Mattins and
Eucharist ................... 10:15

Children’s Corner
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost.
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish, 
Cladich

Mattins followed by
Holy Eucharist .......... 11:00

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist .......... 11:00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist .......... 08:00
Evensong .................. 20:15
Holy Eucharist 
Wed 30 April............. 14:30

ENGAGEMENTS
FLEMING - KAPUSTA - 
Both families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of 
Danica and Tomasz on April 
12, 2014.  Wishing them 
all the luck for their future 
together.

DEATHS 
FOGIE - Galashiels. Late 
of Carluke. Peacefully at 
Borders General Hospital 
after a long illness borne with 
great dignity John, aged 93, 
devoted husband of  Ishabel 
(Bel), much loved dad of 
Alison and the late John, 
loving papa John to all the 
family and a dear brother and 
uncle. A service will be held 
today, Thursday, April 24 at 
Caddonfoot Parish Church 
at 1.45pm thereafter burial at 
Caddonfoot New Cemetery at 
2.30pm to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 

please, but donations will 
be received on retiral from 
service to Cancer Research.
MACLEOD - Suddenly but 
peacefully at home, ‘Lyn 
Leven’ on Sunday, April 13, 
2014, John Alick, aged 68 
years, beloved husband of 
Pricilla and devoted dad of 
John, Alistair and Pamela.  
Dear father-in-law of Johann 
and Jenny, a loving grampa of 
Alistair, Roddy, Scott, Nathan 
and Cameron.  Funeral 
service was held on Monday, 
April 21, 2014 at St Munda’s 
Church, Ballachulish 
thereafter John Alick was 
laid to rest within Duror 
Cemetery.  Arrangements 
by John McLellan Funeral 
Directors.
NICOL - Peacefully at 
home, 16 Knockscalbert Way, 
Dalintober, Campbeltown, on 
April 18, 2014, after a short 
illness, Mary Elizabeth Agnes 
MacDonald Armour, in her 
77th year, dearly beloved wife 
of Hugh Nicol, much loved 
mother of Hugh, Wendy and 
Judith and a loving mama of 
Cara and Andrew.  Service 
in the Lorne and Lowland 
Parish Church on Saturday, 
April 26, 2014 at 12.00 
noon, funeral thereafter to 
Kilkerran Cemetery.  Friends 
please accept this intimation 
and invitation.
WEIR - Suddenly on 
Wednesday April 16, 2014 
Charlie, Redburn, Lochdon.
Much loved husband, father, 
stepfather, grandfather, 
brother and uncle. Interred 
at Kilpatrick Cemetery on 
Tuesday April 22, 2014.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
HARVEY – Robin, Fay and 

Margaret Harvey, Benderloch 
wish to express their heartfelt 
appreciation to everyone who 
gave their love and support 
during her recent illness and 
sad loss. Dr John Lyon and his 

nurses and pharmacists, along 
with Marie Curie Cancer 
Care, allowed mum to stay 
at home to the end. Elaine 
Maddy of the Council Social 
Work Department sensitively 
ensured that carers were 
available as mum’s needs 
changed. Our thanks go to 
the many carers who attended 
mum during her last few 
months and made her as 
comfortable as possible. Staff 
at the Oban and Fort William 
hospitals could not have been 
kinder during appointments, 
short stays and visits to the 
Oban day hospital, where she 
made new friends. Thanks 
also to the many friends who 
helped with visits, meals, 

emergency call-outs in our 
absence, especially Eileen 
& Suzanne Hill and Steve & 
Jane Eccles. Kate Cameron 
provided help in a multitude 
of ways during mum’s time at 
Benderloch and her weekday 
visits kept mum cheerful 
and in touch with local life.
Hamish Hoey and Sons 
kindly arranged her cremation 
at Cardross. A gathering to 
celebrate her life will be held 
in the near future.
MEEK ROSS -   Donald and 
Rachel Meek and family would 
like to thank everyone who 
attended Ishbel Ross’s funeral 
at ‘Coll View’ and Kirkapol, 
Tiree, on the beautiful 
afternoon of Thursday  April 
10, 2014.  We are particularly 
grateful to the Rev. Peter 
Williams for conducting the 
funeral, Lachlan MacKinnon, 
‘Dunfoot’, Balephetrish, for 
his Gaelic prayer, and the Rev.
Elspeth MacLean for assisting 
at the graveside. We also want 
to thank Co-operative Funeral 
Care, Falkirk and Tiree, and 
its repatriation service, for 
outstanding support through 
Amanda Gourlay in Falkirk.  
Rhona Campbell and John 
Donald MacLean in Tiree 
were likewise excellent.  The 
understanding and respect of 
Caledonian MacBrayne staff 
at Oban and Tiree, and of 
the crew of MV ‘Clansman’, 
were deeply moving and 
meaningful.  Our thanks too to 
Fiona MacPhail and Scarinish 

attention.  Our loss was much 
easier to bear because of your 
kindness and sympathy.

MEMORIAMS
BANNATYNE - In loving 
memory of Caroline who died 
April 30, 1968.
46 years and not forgotten.
- Dad John

BROWN - Precious memories 
of a dear wife and mother 
Rena, who died 26 April 
2013.
We think of you in silence
We often speak your name
Now all we have are 
memories
And your picture in a frame.
-  Donald, Colin, Donna and 
families.
COOPER - Cherished 
memories of a much loved 
wife, mum and nanny Iseobel 
who sadly passed away on 
April 29, 2012.
Always loving, caring and 
kind
What wonderful memories she 
left behind
A friend to all, her family too
An inspiration to all she 
knew.
- Victor and all the family.
DEMPSTER - In everlasting 
memory of a much loved 
husband, father and pappy 
Donald John, who passed 
away April 30, 2011, also 
remembering with love Robert 
Dempster, who passed away 
on May 23, 2010.
Sadly missed along life’s way
Quietly remembered every 
day
No longer in our lives to 
share
But in our hearts you’re 
always there.
- Jessie, John, Marie, Cathy 
and Donald John and all the 
Dempster family at home and 
away.
GILLIES - In loving memory 
of Ronnie a dear father, papa 
and great grandfather who 
passed away April 26, 2003.
Deep in our hearts your 
memory is kept
To treasure and love and never 
forget.
- Love Theresa, Anne, Angela 
and families.
MACALISTER - In loving 
memory of Scott lost at sea 
April 25, 2013 aged 40.
A year has passed
But no goodbyes
Our love for you will never 
die
You were so special in every 
way
And sadly missed every day.
- MacAlister family.
MACCORMICK - In 
memory of Morag, dearly 
loved mother and ‘Grannie 
Mull’ who died April 23, 2012.  
Also remembering my father 
Dugie who died December 
2, 1968 and brother Iain who 
died May 24, 1990.
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by Ann and family.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of my husband 
Donald Angus, who sadly 
passed away on April 23, 
2012.
Always in our thoughts.
- Ruth and family.
MACKINNON – In loving 
memory of my dear husband, 
father and grandfather Neil, 
who passed away on April 
30,1991.
Always remembered 
- Jessie, David, Eileen, Lisa, 
Helen and John and great-
grandsons James and Andrew.
MACPHEE - In loving 
memory of Margaret (Manda), 
a much loved auntie who 
passed away April 28, 2006.
- Missed by all the family.
McLENNAN - In loving 
memory of a dear husband, 
father, grandfather and GD, 
Donnie who passed away on 
April 24, 2013.
Always in our thoughts.
- From Margaret and family.
STEWART - In loving 
memory of a dear father and 
grandfather, Jimmy, who died 
April 25, 1989.
Gone are the days we used to 
share
But in our hearts you are 
always there.
- Catherine, Kenneth, Margaret 
and families.
ROBERTSON -
Remembering my cousin John 
(Lochaline) who died April 
28, 2008.
- Catherine, Stonehaven
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We are told that, following 

morning, Peter “went home 
marvelling”. He had just seen 
for himself that the grave 
where Jesus had been laid was 
now empty. It began to dawn 
on him that something utterly 
unexpected and unprecedent-

ed had occurred. Everything 
began to look different.

Until then death was some-

day, death would always win.
That was people’s experience 
then. It is our experience 
now. But Easter brings a new 
perspective.

Outwardly things may still 
look the same. The cycle 
of life and death continues.
Tragedies still strike. Losses 
must still be endured. But 
look deeper and an entirely 
new reality comes into view.
Something truly marvelous 
has happened. Jesus has risen 

from the dead.
We can know him as one 

who is present with us, work-
ing the transformation of his 
death and resurrection into 
our lives, making us new peo-
ple, making us Easter people, 
lighting up our lives with 
purpose and hope. No longer 

Now the last word is “Thanks 
be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” (I Corinthians 
15:58)

Kenneth Ross, 
Parish Minister, Netherlorn

Thought for the week Going Home Marvelling

Easter Sunday saw the final service by Rev Dr Roderick Campbell as the Church of Scotland minister 
in Appin. The minister and his wife Sue are leaving to take up charge in St Andrew’s Scots Kirk, in 

Colombo, Sri Lanka, although they plan to return to Appin when Rev Campbell retires in four years. 
He is pictured following his final service as he said goodbye to his parishioners, including Robert 

and Shirley Dunlop. 16_t17appinchurch01

Rev Dr Roderick 
Campbell bids farewell 
at Easter Sunday service

AN EXERCISE programme 
for elderly people who are at 
risk of falls is keeping more 
people out of hospital - and it 
was devised in Oban.

Nicola Granger, senior physi-
otherapist at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital created the falls 
prevention pilot programme 
last summer to help those are 

can be susceptible to falls.
And following the conclusion 

and balance classes, which in-
cludes Tai Chi, those attending 
seem to be impressed with the 

Gordon Lockhart, aged 83, 
of Connel, said: ‘This year has 

I have fallen twice and I am 

deteriorate.
‘I’m on a blood thinning 

course of treatment, so when I 

do fall it is very bruising and 
quite a shock.

‘These classes have been 

stronger. I am not prepared to 
accept nothing can be done to 
help me.’

Ms Granger said she has 
devised the programme around 

Tai Chi.
When asked how willing he 

and his fellow patients were 
to do Tai Chi, Mr Lockhart 
replied: ‘If they say it’s good 
for us, we’ll do it. Anyway, it is 
very calming.’

Another elderly patient, Peter 
Cleave, of North Connel, said: 
‘At our age you don’t look to get 
better, as in becoming young, 

I’m going to be is to get back to 

in being able to do things for 
myself.’

Falls prevention patients, from left: Peter Cleave, Tommy Wood 
and Gordon Lockhart with senior physiotherapist Nicola Granger, 

left, and physiotherapy technical instructor Jenny Dairon. 
16_t17falls01

Fall prevention 
exercise 
programme proves 
to be a success

OBAN’S Baptist Church is on 
the lookout for a new home as 
its congregation starts to out-
grow its Albany Street home.

The church’s minister, 
Ian McFarlane, has been on 
the lookout for alternative 
premises for the past few 
months after attendances at 
services quadrupled since his 
arrival 18 months ago.

While numbers for the 
church can comfortably hold a 
congregation of around 90, up 
to 120 have been arriving for 
services on Sundays.

So far, various premises have 
been looked at, including the 
former St Columba’s Church 
on Argyll Square and even the 
old Harbour Bowl.

Options both temporary 
and permanent are being 
examined as the church also 
considers an expansion of its 
current home.

He said: ‘We had a huge 
sermon on Sunday, with 120 
there. We had a Baptism 

had for years, and our Sunday 
School numbers are in their 
middle 20s.

‘We’re thinking if this goes 

on we’ll need something big-
ger, so we’re desperate to get 
somewhere else to expand the 
congregation.

‘We either need somewhere 
else so we can redo and ex-
pand where we are - it is on a 
sloping site so we could build 
an extension without making 
the building any taller - or a 
new home.

‘We had a discussion with 
VisitScotland in November 
with regards to the Argyll 
Square Church but we’ve 
heard nothing back since.
We’ve had a look at a few 
other places too.’

The plan comes as most 
other churches nationwide 

shrinking, so Ian is delighted 
with the turnaround in his 
own church’s fortunes, which 
many attribute to the more 
relaxed and enjoyable atmos-
phere Ian offers.

As part of that, he’s keen 
that any move to expand the 
church’s capacity should 
coincide with an upgrade of 
community facilities too.

He admits though that buy-
ing a new home is out of the 

question, saying: ‘We are a 
growing church, but we are 
not a rich church.’

He added: ‘We’re hoping 
that by moving not only can 
we provide more room for the 

growing congregation but also 
-

munity.’

Members of the Oban Baptist Church with centre, Rev. Ian McFarlane.

New premises needed for Oban 
Baptist’s growing congregation



24 SPORT Thursday 24 April, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

GOLF

Reds see stars 
as Saints go on 
scoring spree

FOOTBALL

Fixtures

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£800

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

G Wright, Shuna Terrace, Oban

M Cameron, Telford Place, Fort William

‘We played some good football 
against a plucky Red Star team’

Jimmy Marshall Trophy
Oban Saints 8

Lochgilphead Red Star 0
LOCHGILPHEAD Red Star 
made the journey north to take 
on Oban Saints in the second 
round of the Jimmy Marshall 
Trophy last Wednesday night, 
but unfortuately for the Mid 
Argyll team they found the 

top form with the gulf between 
the teams clear to see.

The game should have been 
played in Lochgilphead, but Red 
Star sportingly agreed to switch 
the game to Oban because of the 
poor state of the playing surface 
at Ropework Park.

Saints stuck with the same 
starting 11 which defeated St 
Josephs at the weekend with 
the exception of Roy McLuckie 
coming in to replace the 
unavailable Craig MacEwan in 

Red Star started the stronger 
of the two sides winning the 

exchanges. It took Saints seven 
minutes to register an attempt 
on goal when a Ross Maitland 
header from a Lewis Cameron 
cross was well saved by Red 
Star’s Australian keeper Luke 
Kalache.

A Paul Kerr shot followed 
within a minute which the keeper 
again saved comfortably. 

Saints opened the scoring 
in the 9th minute when Paul 
Kerr played Donnie Campbell 
through on the left and he calmly 
slotted the ball past the Red Star 
netminder.

This was not the start the Mid 
Argyll boys would have been 
wanting, but credit to them they 
settled down and played some 
decent football with Gregor 
Peacock taking the eye up front.

The home team doubled the 
score in the 17th minute when 
good work from Lewis Cam-
eron and Donnie Campbell set 
up Allan MacKay who turned 

goalwards which Luke Kalache 
managed to get his hands to but 
could not prevent the ball ending 
up in the back of the net.

The visitors came back into the 
game after the second goal and 
Innes Meikle had a long range 

Red Star’s best chance fell to 
Gregor Peacock who ran off 
his marker and got his head to 

inches over the bar.
Tormented

Saints killed the game as a 
contest with two goals in the 

half when Lewis Cameron, who 
had tormented the Star defence 
all night, danced past three or 
four defenders before thumping 
a great left foot shot past the 
helpless keeper and right on the 
half time whistle Lewis played a 
great ball through the middle for 
Ross Maitland who netted a well 
taken goal to make the half time 
score 4-0.

With the game in the bag 
Saints turned on the style in 
the second half giving manager 
Iain Jackson the chance to give 
his substitutes, Jamie Graham, 

Daniel Cameron and young 
Shaun MacIver a good amount 
of game time.

The home team increased their 
lead in the 51st minute when a 
Lewis Cameron shot came back 
off the post and fell kindly for 
Donnie Campbell who netted 
from close range.

The goal of the game arrived 
10 minutes later when Donnie 
Campbell picked the ball up 

strides forward before thumping 
an unstoppable 25 yarder past 
the helpless goalkeeper to score 
Saints’ sixth goal and his own 
hat trick.

With the Lochgilphead team 
tiring and Saints in total control 
the home side added another 
two goals, both from youngster 

he headed home a great cross 
from Roy McLuckie and the sec-
ond with another header when 
he found himself unmarked at 
the back post and he headed 
home Ross Maitland’s cross.

Referee John Scott, who han-
dled a sporting game well, then 
blew for full time with Saints 
cruising to a comfortable 8-0 
win.

Saints manager Iain Jackson 
said: ‘We played some good 
football tonight against a plucky 
Red Star team. 

‘We were clinical in front of 
goals and I was delighted that 
young Shaun managed to get on 
the score sheet.’

Roy McLuckie gets a sore one after this collision with Robert Docherty.

Late strike seals the points for Saints
Scottish Amateur League

 - Premier Division
Thorn Athletic 1

Oban Saints 2
SAINTS travelled to the 3G pitch at John-
stone Sports Hub to take on old rivals Thorn 
Athletic last Saturday and as expected 
another very close game was fought out 
between the teams with a great strike from 

winning all three points for the visitors.
The Oban side got off to a good start 

knocking the ball about well and Lewis 

Thorn goalkeeper Liam McWilliams in the 

Then Donnie Campbell was unlucky a 
few minutes later when a great free kick 
crashed off the crossbar with the goalkeeper 
stranded.

Good chance
Saints were on top in the opening period 

and Myles McAuley had a good chance but 
his header went straight to the keeper.

The visitors thought they had opened 
the scoring in the 18th minute when Allan 
MacKay rolled his marker and sent a great 
chip goalwards, but the ball went agonis-
ingly past the post. Ross Maitland made a 
valiant effort to reach the ball but just failed 
to reach it before it had crossed the line.

Saints eventually took the lead in the 24th 
minute with a well worked goal after some 

McAuley and Donnie Campbell. The ball 
was played through to Allan MacKay who 
cleverly dummied it which completely 
deceived the Thorn defence allowing Ross 
Maitland to run in and score.

The home side got back on level terms in 
the 36th minute when they were awarded a 
free kick on the right. The ball was swung 
into the Saints’ box where the defence got 
caught ball watching and David Gallagher 
stole in at the back post to knock the ball 
into the net.

Just on the half time whistle Saints had 
another good chance when Paul Kerr, 
Myles McAuley and Donnie Campbell 
combined to set up Ross Maitland but Liam 
McWilliams made a good save from Ross’s 
header.

Referee Gary Logan then blew for half 
time with the score standing at 1-1.

Thorn would have been the happier of 
the two teams at the interval as Saints had 
created two or three good goalscoring op-
portunities which they failed to take.

The visitors had a great chance in the 
57th minute when the Thorn defence got 
into a bit of bother and the ball fell to Ross 
Maitland who chipped the goalkeeper but 
the ball went agonisingly past the post.

Saints then had to replace Dene Cassells 
who was suffering from a tight hamsting. 
His place at the back was taken by the 

experienced Jamie Graham who slotted in 
beside Alex Craik and Colin Carswell.

The game then moved into a rather dull 
period when nothing much was happening, 
and it looked as though both teams would 

-
utes remaining it burst into life again when 
Craig MacEwan, who had come on for Roy 
McLuckie, cut inside two defenders to drill 
an unstoppable low shot into the back of the 
net from 20 yards to give Saints a 2-1 lead.

Kitchen sink
Thorn threw everything but the kitchen 

sink at Saints in the last few minutes and 
had a penalty claim turned down by the 
referee with a minute remaining.

Saints then broke forward into the Thorn 
half in the last minute of added on time and 

the clock and win another entertaining 
game between the teams.

Manager Iain jackson was a delighted af-
ter the match. He said: ‘The games between 
the two teams are always close and this one 
was no exception.

‘I thought we deserved to win the game as 
we created more goalscoring chances than 
they did and in the end we ran out deserved 
winners.’

This Saturday Saints face a crucial league 
game against title rivals Finnart at Glen-
cruiten. The game kicks off at 2pm and will 
be refereed by David Cameron. 

LADIES: Captain’s Prize 

Gents: Inverlorn Plate 1st 
round played 20 April - 1 

Match with Craignure GC 
on Mull played 19 April 
-  Craignure 2, Taynuilt 2.

Inter Club Trophy retained by 
Taynuilt as previous winners.

THE TITLE-winning cham-
pagne is now sitting on ice for 
the Cellar with only one game 
to go.

And without being disrespect-
ful to their remaining opponents, 
Outreach, who sit rooted to the 
foot of the table with a solitary 
point, anything other than a win 
for the Cellar would be seen as 
the shock of the season.

With that in mind, premature 
celebrations took place last 
week. Markie Dans ‘A’ headed 
into the top-of-the-table clash 
leading the race by a point 
themselves and with the luxury 
of home advantage. 

This, however, proved mean-
ingless as the Cellar decimated 
their line-up with aplomb. The 
Lancaster ‘A’ were willing 
Markies on, having an outside 
chance of the title themselves, 
but both sides ended the evening 
bitterly disappointed. 

Lancaster ‘A’ took care of 
business at their end by easing 
to victory in their derby clash 
against their ‘B’ team, unaware 

the scoreline would have little 
effect on the destination of the 
championship. 

Elsewhere, draw specialists the 
Claredon remained in seventh 
spot after yet again picking up 
a point against Lochnell and the 
Lochavullin leap-frogged the 
Gluepot after a comprehensive 
victory. 

Valiant

a valiant performance from 
Outreach, which saw them fall 
just short against Foley’s Bar, 
who remain in eighth place after 
the win.

Results from April 17: Markie 

Gluepot.
Fixtures on April 24: Outreach 

Dans ‘B’ v Gluepot.

POOL

Champions in
waiting keep the 
champagne on ice
Anything other than a win for the Cellar 
would be seen as the shock of the season

THREE new routes have been 
designed for this year’s 45th an-
nual Mull Rally, with a special 
offer also announced for young 
competitors.

Course clerk Iain Campbell 

will maintain the 150-mile 
total course minimum when the 
Tunnock’s sponsored rally takes 
place on October 10-12. 

The new Hill Road-Achnadr-
ish, and reverse Ardtun stages 

competition, while the Saturday 
evening stage will see the 
reintroduction of the Tobermory 
stage, with the second run of the 

Lochs.
Meanwhile, tyre manufacturer 

-
sorship of the Junior events. The 
deal will mean drivers under 25 
who enter the rally and who use 
DMack tyres and wear DMack 
decals will receive a £200 dis-
count on their entry fee. 

Iain said both announcements 
were exciting for the event. 

‘Because we’ve been running 
for 45 years, it’s quite hard to 
come up with different routes 
and things you can do. However, 
we’ve had a look and for each 
of the three legs of competition 
there’s something new. 

‘DMack have come on board 
too and what they’re offering 
drivers under 25 is excellent. It’s 
a great deal and it was a car with 
DMack tyres that won last year’s 
rally so they’re good tyres.’

Interest in this year’s event 
continued to exceed expecta-
tions, he added, with social 
media accounts for the event 
‘going crazy’ with links from 
across the world. 

However, Iain wouldn’t be 
drawn on what surprises are 
under wraps to help the rally 
celebrate its 45th birthday.

Three new 
routes for 
Mull Rally

RALLYING

Oban Saints youth 
results and fixtures

YOUTH FOOTBALL
LAST Wednesday’s result 
Helensburgh 0, Under 13s 6. 
Scoring for Saints were Scot 

Oran Bryce and two own goals

Under 17s .  

Results from 
Taynuilt Golf Club

Malcolm and Tracy Kerr, of M. Kerr roofing and roughcasting, were at Mossfield last Saturday to officially 
present Oban Camanachd with a new set of strips in the traditional black and red hoops. The couple were 
thanked by the squad and manager Gussie Campbell before their 5-0 victory over Oban Celtic. 
16_t17camanachd01

Magic moment for 
young Zander

A YOUNG Lochgilphead 
footballer was presented with 
a golden ball after he wowed 
referees with his goal at the ESL 
International Tournament.   

Zander MacKenzie, who plays 
with the Red Star under nine 
team, won the ball for the best 
magic moment beating 100 other 
youngsters for the accolade. 

The eight-year-old picked up 
the ball in his own box, ran the 
length of the park, beat six play-
ers and then scored. 

The youngster was presented 
with his ball by Sky Sports 
football analyst Alan McInally.   

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Zander with Alan McInally

MEMBERS of the Dalriada Dolphins swim 
team were presented with a cheque for 
£1,000 from the Scottish Salmon Company 

The money will be put towards the cost 
of training instructors for the team, which 
trains at Mid Argyll Community Pool on a 
Thursday night.

The club aims to improve swimming tech-

Cash boost for Dalriada Dolphins
competitive swimming and promote water 
safety.

Iain McIntyre, south production manager 
for SSC, said: ‘The pool here is a real focal 
point for young people in the area and SSC 
is happy to be able to continue its support.

like to encourage young people to embrace 
swimming as part of a healthy lifestyle that 
also includes a good diet.’

A MACPool spokesman, said: ‘We’re de-
lighted that the Scottish Salmon Company 
is able to continue its support for the pool 
and thank the company for its donation. 

‘Dolphins has been running for many 
years and this donation will help ensure it 
is around for many more.’

SWIMMING
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Results

SHINTY

Macaulay Cup 
games take centre 
stage  this weekend

The Orion Group Premiership
  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts
Lovat  6        6        0        0      18        4       12
Newtonmore 5        4        0        1      14        5        8
Kingussie  5        3        1        1      10        7        7
Glenurquhart 5        2        1        2        9        5        5
Kyles Athletic 5        1        2        2        6      10        4
Kinlochshiel 6        1        0        5        8      15        2
Lochaber  3        0        1        2        5      12        1  
Inveraray  4        0        1        4        3      14        1

Marine Harvest National Division  
                                   P      W      D       L        F       A      Pts
Oban Camanachd 4        3       0        1        6        4        6
Cabereidh  3        2       0        1      15        5        4     
Kilmallie  2        2       0        0        6        1        4
Beauly  5        2       0        3      10      11        4
Fort William 1        1       0        0        4        1        2
Glasgow MA 4        1       0        3        9       11       2
Glenorchy  3        1       0        2        4        9        2
Bute  2        0       0        2        1      10       -2

Marine Harvest North Division 1
  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts      
Skye  3        3        0        0      11        0        6
Newtonmore 5        3        0        2      18        7        6
Glenurqhuart 5        2        1        2      12      12        5
Kingussie  5        2        1        2      14      16        5
Strathglass 2        2        0        0      10        2        4  
Inverness  5        1        2        2      14      16        4
Beauly  5        2        0        3        6      16        4
Lovat  4        0        0        4        6      22        0

Marine Harvest South Division 1
  P       W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Kyles Athletic 4        1        2        1        7        5        4
Ballachulish 2        1        1        0        6        3        3
Aberdour  2        1        1        0        4        2        3
Kilmory  2        1        1        0        3        1        3
Lochside Rovers 3        0        2        1        4        6        2
Strachur  3        0        2        1        4        8        2
Oban Celtic 1        0        1        0        1        1        1
Taynuilt  1        0        0        1        0        3        0

Marine Harvest North Division 2
  P       W      D        L       F        A      Pts
Glengarry  3        3        0        0        5        2        6
Fort William 3        2        0        1      11        9        4
Boleskine  5        2        0        3      13      17        4
Skye  3        1        0        2        9        7        2
Lochaber  3        1        0        2        8        8        2
Kinlochshiel 3        1        1        1        8        4        1
Aberdeen Uni 2        0        1        1        1        8        1
Lochcarron 0        0        0        0        0        0        0

Marine Harvest South Division 2 
                                  P       W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Colglen  7        4        1        2      30        5        9
Tayforth  5        4        1        0      12        2        9
Glasgow MA 6        4        0        2      27        9        8
Inveraray  5        3        2        0      13        2        8
Bute  5        2        0        3        8      15        4
Ballachulish 4        1        0        3        7      14        2
Glenorchy  5        1        0        4        6      19        2
Aberdour  5        0        0        5        5      42        0

Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                  P       W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Caberfeidh 5        3        1        1       16       8        7
Strathspey 5        3        1        1       11       9        6
Lochbroom 5        2        2        1        9        7        6
Kilmallie  5        2        1        2       16     10        5
Lewis  5        1        1        3        8      14        3
Inverness  5        1        0        4        7      19        2

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

best for shinty
news, views

and photographs

Saturday 19 April
RBS MacTavish Cup
Quarter Finals
Newtonmore 3 v 0 Beauly
Glenurquhart 2 - 0 Caberfeidh
Kinlochshiel 3 - 2 Kingussie
Kilmallie 2 - 5 Lovat

AJG Parcels Celtic Society 
Cup  - Quarter Finals
Glasgow MA 1 - 0 Glenorchy
Kilmory 0 - 5 Inveraray
Oban Caman 5 - 0 Oban Celtic
Taynuilt 0 - 11 Kyles Athletic

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Inverness 2 - 2 Glenurquhart

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Fort William 4 - 3 Boleskine
Glengarry 2 - 1 Kinlochshiel
Lochaber 6 - 2 Skye

Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Kilmallie 5 - 1 Lewis
Strathspey 2 - 1 Lochbroom
Caberfeidh 2 - 3 Inverness

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Lochside 3 - 3 Ballachulish
Strachur 1 - 5 Kyles Athletic

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Glasgow MA 2 - 1 Col Glen
Bute 4 - 1 Ballachulish
Glenorchy 0 - 5 Inveraray

Balliemore Cup 
Lochcarron 1 - 3 Aberdeen Uni

Saturday 26 April
Artemis Macaulay Cup
1st Round
Aberdour v Oban Camanachd
David Mitchell
Fort William v Glenurquhart
Graham Cameron
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Bute
Daniel MacRae
Kilmallie v Newtonmore
Evan MacRae - 12pm
Lochaber v Kingussie
Billy Wotherspoon
Lovat v Kinlochshiel
Deek Cameron
Taynuilt v Glenorchy
Ted McDonald
Inveraray v Kyles Athletic
Innes Wood - 3pm

The RBS MacTavish Plate 
Lochcarron v Inverness
John Angus Gillies

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Kingussie v Skye
John Matheson
Newtonmore v Lovat
Euan Pearson
Strathglass v Beauly
David Stafford

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Aberdeen Uni v Boleskine
Calum Girvan
Kinlochshiel v Lochaber
Andy MacLean
Skye v Fort William
Ronnie Campbell

Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Kilmallie v Inverness
Archie Ritchie - 3pm
Caberfeidh v Strathspey
Martin MacLean

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Kyles Athletic v Lochside
Neil MacDonald
Oban Celtic v Ballachulish
Lachie Wood
Strachur v Kilmory

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Inveraray v Ballachulish
Neil MacDonald - 12pm
Bute v Aberdour
John MacGregor
Glenorchy v Glasgow MA 
Ron Kennedy
Tayforth v Col Glen

Oban Celtic’s Andrew MacDonald and Iain ‘Gussie’ Campbell of Oban Camanachd tussle for the ball 
during last Saturday’s  AJG Parcels Celtic Society Cup quarter final. The red and blacks ran out

5-0 winners. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

John MacDonald of Ballachulish gets his block in as Lochside’s 
Chris MacMillan clears his lines during the Marine Harvest South 
Division One match held at Mossfield Stadium, Oban. The game 

ended in a 3-3 draw. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Artemis Macaulay 
Cup, 1st round
Ahead of this weekend’s
Macaulay Cup tie with Aber-
dour, OBAN CAMANACHD 
manager Gussie Campbell says

-
ness in the competition.

Having reached the Macaulay

lost 6-0 to Glenurquhart, Camp-
bell says the class of 2014 would

the trophy.
Campbell, buoyed by last

weekend’s 5-0 Celtic Cup vic-
tory over rivals Oban Celtic,
said: ‘We are a better side than

so we would love another crack
at the Macaulay Cup.

‘We are capable but it is about
making sure you play your best
on the day.

‘This weekend we will be
favourites against Aberdour and

have to go out and do it. It won’t
be an easy tie.’

Campbell described last
weekend’s victory over Celtic
as ‘laboured’, adding that Celtic
frustrated his side with staunch
defending for much of the
game.

‘They defended from deep and
hit us on the counter attack re-
ally well,’ said Campbell, whose
side would have been 1-0 down
were it not for a missed penalty.

‘It took us 41 minutes to score

four and goalkeeper played
really well but it was mostly

half.’
Iain ‘Gussie’ Campbell opened

the scoring for Camanachd be-
fore 16-year-old Connor Howe
and Malcolm Clark grabbed
a brace each to complete the
scoring.

FORT WILLIAM 
fettle going into Saturday’s
Artemis MacAulay Cup clash
with Glenurquhart after ham-
mering Strathglass 7-0 away in
the RBS MacTavish plate with
Arran MacPhee knocking in
four goals.

Bryan Simpson and Chris
Bamber are likely to make a
return to the side but a doubt
hangs over Gordy MacKinnon,
who was hospitalised after being
injured against Strathglass.

It was feared MacKinnon had

Raigmore proved negative and
his legendary powers of recov-
ery mean he could yet feature.

Co-manager Adi Robertson
said: ‘There was a lot of heavy
swinging from Strathglass in

got caught by one.
‘He had to come off and went

straight to hospital. Fortunately

his wrist is not broken but he
will be a major doubt against
Glenurquhart.’

Gary Innes will again take
his place in the forward line for
a game in which the Fort are
more than capable of causing
an upset, especially after run-
ning Kingussie so close in the
MacTavish.

Robertson said: ‘Glenurquhart
have had a good start to their
league campaign and we are
looking forward to it. It will be
another marker on how we are
measuring up against premier
league teams.’

GLENURQUHART are

MacTavish Cup thanks to a 2-0
victory against Caberfeidh.

Coach Billy MacLean said: ‘It

but we got the goals and a good
result in the end. We got David

this season as he’s been injured
so it was good to have him back,
he played really well.’

The team will be hoping for

the Macaulay Cup on Saturday
when they take on Fort William
at An Aird, although they will
be without Ally MacIntosh and
James MacPherson thanks to
injuries.

MacLean said: ‘This is going

a big win at the weekend so
they’ll be on good form. They’re
doing really well recently and
they seem to be scoring a lot of

be hard.’

KILMALLIE put up a brave
display in their 5-2 defeat to
Lovat in the MacTavish - and
it doesn’t get any easier for the
Caol men this weekend with
Newtonmore lying in wait in

round.
Coach Duncan Kelly will have

his defence bolstered by the
return of Graham Mitchell and
should have a full squad at his
disposal for a game which will
be another pointer to Kilmallie’s
progress.

Kelly said: ‘We will have
played the top two premier
league teams in two weeks but
these are the kind of games you
want to be playing in.

‘We will have to up our game

20 or 25 minutes and take it
from there.

‘Newtonmore are a more
physical team and we will have
to try and match them in that
department. We will have to try
and keep the ball moving, try
to create space and try to pull
them all over the park, if that’s
possible.

‘They humped us 9-1 up at
Newtonmore so our defence will

have to be on their toes - but we
have to take the game to them as
well.’

NEWTONMORE face Kil-

Macaulay Cup this weekend.
They have only lost one game

this season but coach PJ Mac-
Intosh thinks it will be tough at
Canal Parks.

He said: ‘It’s always a hard
game there and Kilmallie are
playing really well, even when
they’re losing and they’re a
tough team to beat, they’re very

a premiership team. It’s about
time they were back in there
but we will do what we can on
Saturday.’

Newtonmore added another
win to their list last weekend
with a 3-0 victory against
Beauly in the MacTavish Cup

players due to injuries, none of

by the Kilmallie game.

LOCHABER suffered another
loss at the weekend when they
travelled to Skye to be beat 3-2

-
ish Plate.

This Saturday they will take on
Kingussie for the second time in

the Macaulay Cup. Lochaber
will be hoping for a better result
at Spean Bridge after a 5-2 de-
feat when the teams last clashed
in the premiership.

Coach Robert Johnstone will
be without  Martin Johnston
who is out on suspension.

KINGUSSIE have everything
to play for in Saturday’s game
against Lochaber after going out
of the MacTavish Cup quarter-

It was an even game said coach
Russel Jones, with Kinlochshiel
scoring the winning goal in the
last seconds.

He added: ‘The teams were
evenly matched, there was noth-
ing in it but fair play to Kinloch
and good luck to them in the

Kings are now determined
to win at Spean Bridge on

Macaulay Cup.
Jones added: ‘It’s going to be

doubt that because it always is at
Spean Bridge but we don’t want
to be kicked out of two cups in
two weeks so we really need to
win.’

The team will be without Lee
Brian who is still suspended.

Orion Group Premiership lead-
ers LOVAT will look to pre-
serve their 100 per cent record
in all competitions by defeating
Kinlochshiel at Kiltarlity in the

round.
’Shiel ran their hosts close in

an entertaining league encoun-
ter on April 5 and after beating
Kingussie in the MacTavish and
are again likely to provide Allan
MacRae’s men with a stern test.

MacRae said: ‘Kinlochshiel
are dangerous up front with the
MacRae boys who are always
worth the watching. They are a

and you can never slacken off
against them.

‘But we will set the team out to
play our normal game and play
to our strengths.’

Lovat avoided a potential
banana skin by easing past
Kilmallie 5-2 in MacTavish last
weekend with Greg Matheson
chipping in with a hat-trick.

Craig Mainland went off with

Saturday but Calum MacAulay
remains doubtful with a ham-
string strain he picked up in the
2-0 victory over Newtonmore.

KINLOCHSHIEL travel to
Kiltarlity on a high for their

round tie against Lovat after
beating Kingussie to march
through to the RBS MacTavish

Lovat will also provide the op-
position in that game and ’Shiel
manager Colin Fraser is relish-
ing the chance to test his team
against the best side in Scotland
in two cup competitions.

’Shiel came close to claiming a
draw at Lovat in the league and
Fraser believes that on their day
his team are capable of beating
anyone.

He said: ‘Lovat are a great side
and are always dangerous but
we are frightened of nobody.

‘We know it will be a hard
game because Lovat are
unbeaten so far - there are not
many teams who go away to
Newtonmore and come away
with a clean sheet.

‘But we also have quality
players throughout the team and
hopefully they can shine on the
day.’

Fraser added: ‘If we can get a
cup run that’s great but our main
aim is to stay in the league.’

Finlay MacRae got a knock
in the second half against
Kingussie when playing at full

Macaulay clash.

by TAYNUILT in their Celtic
Cup tie against Kyles Athletic
last weekend took so much out
of the players that they fell to a
second half collapse.

That was the view of manager
Davy Thomson, who said he
was proud of his players but

was required.
The Lorn side had held the

former Scottish Cup holders to

the second half set the tone for
the remainder of the game.

Thomson said: ‘They had put

were so physically and mentally
-

ond half goals just knocked the

‘Up until half time we were
a match for them, so if we can
carry that through 90 minutes
we will do well this season.

‘I gave everyone a run out and
it was good for the younger boys
to test themselves against guys
like Duncan Kerr and Roddy
MacDonald.’

This weekend Taynuilt host
Glenorchy in a Macaulay Cup
Cruachanside derby and are
hoping for another big crowd to
cheer them on.

GLENORCHY have the chance
to get back to winning ways
when they make the short trip
to Taynuilt in the Macaulay Cup
this weekend.

The Dalmally men suffered a
narrow 1-0 defeat in Glasgow

Society Cup.

INVERARAY will be glad they
have rediscovered their scoring
touch as they prepare to meet
familiar foes Kyles Athletic on
Saturday.

times at Kilmory last Saturday

the AJG Parcels Celtic Society
Cup. A Euan McMurdo hat trick
and goals from Chris Crawford

5-0 win.
This weekend’s Macaulay Cup

tie at home to Kyles will be a
much sterner test but Inveraray
manager Garry MacPherson
believes home advantage could
prove pivotal.

He said: ‘We will need to be
on our toes this weekend but we
have the advantage of a home
game.

‘I hope we have a big crowd at
the Winterton to cheer us on.’

MacPherson gave all of his 15
players a run out last Saturday
in an attempt to give them more
game time, something that has

months of the season.

KYLES ATHLETIC trainer
James Perlich has demanded
a better performance from the
players ahead of their trip to
Argyll rivals Inveraray this
weekend - despite watching
them score 11 goals at Taynuilt
last week.

The premier league team
struggled to break down the

of last Saturday’s AJG Celtic
Society Cup match but went on
to score 10 second half goals.

But Perlich said the team will
need to improve to get past In-

of the Artemis Macaulay Cup.

out of steam.
‘We did not play well as a team

and the difference was that one
team plays in the premier league
and the other in South Division
One, not our own performance.

‘We will need to step up a gear
against Inveraray on their home
park.’

South Division One
OBAN CELTIC president
David Hamilton says this
weekend’s league opponents
Ballachulish will be a ‘hard test’

will see his side prevail.
The South Division One tie is

a pre-cursor to the sides’ meet-
ing in the Camanachd Cup the
following weekend.

Speaking after a 5-0 defeat
at the hands of rivals Oban
Camanachd, Hamilton said: ‘On
paper, Ballachulish are a really
good team and at the beginning
of the season they had high

could still walk into any premier
league team and they certainly

side.
‘But I don’t know if they have

for them and we are strong at
home.’

Hamilton praised his team’s
effort against Oban Camanachd,
particularly young defenders
Iain MacFarlane and Andrew
MacDonald, who deputised well
for the injured Daniel Madej.

And had Alan Duffy scored

scoreline at 0-0, things may
have been different.

‘Against Camanachd we frus-

half, despite losing our main
man in defence, Daniel Madej,
to injury and we matched them

added.

A strong BALLACHULISH  
side started slowly in their

against Lochside, who took the

minute.

further scoring but Lochside
started the second half better
and raced into a three-goal
lead through Sean Morgan and
Daniel MacKinnon.

Ballachulish woke up just in
time and claimed an unlikely 3-
3 draw through goals from John
MacDonald in the 80th and 90th
minutes and Scott Henderson in
the 85th minute.

Meanwhile, Ballachulish’s
young second team made the
long trip to play Bute and lost
4–1 to a strong home team. Ali
Carmichael scored a hat-trick
for Bute and Ben Clark scored
one with Ballachulish replying
through Thomas Rae.

The young Ballachulish team
continues to improve and had
good showings from Cameron
Sutherland in goal, Ally Banks,
Ryan MacIntyre and a returning

Ballachulish’s resources will
be tested again this weekend
with away ties at Oban Celtic
and Inveraray in their respective
leagues.

STRACHUR play host to
Kilmory tomorrow in South
Division One and both sides will
be keen to improve on the draw
when they met last month.

The young Cowal side, which

hope to leave Saturday’s defeat
against Kyles Athletic behind
them.

Strachur were defeated 5-1
by the Tighnabruaich men with
Strachur’s only goal coming
from Ian MacLellan.

KILMORY will hope to see
their luck change this weekend
when they return to league ac-
tion and take on Strachur.

The Mid Argyll side crashed
out of the AJG Celtic Society
Cup at the weekend when they
suffered a 5-0 defeat at the
hands of premier league giants
Inveraray.

The Lochgilphead side went

with ’Aray scoring three later in
the match to secure the win.

The defeat comes after the
side was knocked out of the
Balliemore Cup with a 5-2 at the
hands of North Division One
side Inverness.

When Kilmory and Strachur
met last month they each walked
away with a point.

LOCHSIDE ROVERS man-
ager Tony Howlett admits he
would have taken a draw before
throw-up against Ballachulish
but said last weekend’s 3-3 draw
felt more like a defeat.

Lochside raced to a 3-0 lead
through Brian MacCallum,
Shaun Morgan and Daniel
MacKinnon but Ballachulish,
inspired by substitute John
MacDonald, replied with three

minutes - the last on 93 minutes
- to level the score.

Howlett said: ‘Our centre
line just collapsed and we gave

MacDonald too much time on
the ball to score the equaliser.’

A depleted Lochside will
travel to Tighnabruaich this Sat-
urday to take on Kyles Athletic
in South Division One.

North Division One
Marine Harvest North Division
One leaders SKYE CAMA-
NACHD return to league busi-
ness after their heroics against
Lochaber in the RBS MacTavish
Plate last weekend.

With three wins from three
Skye will be keen to maintain
their 100 per cent record but
beating Kingussie away will be
no formality, according to coach
John MacLeod.

game down there. They have a
few old heads in the team who
know the game inside out. But
we are on a wee bit of a run and
we have to keep that going.’

Shockie MacLennan is likely
to make his return to the Skye
line-up after recovering from an
ankle ligament injury but Neil

-
ments.

MacLeod was delighted with

against Lochaber, which earned

either Inverness or Lochcarron.
He said: ‘The game was an

absolute cracker. The boys were
fantastic - our keeper Jamie
Gannon did not have anything
to do until the 80th minute,
which shows how well we
defended. Calum MacDonald in
the Lochaber goal was by far the
busier.

‘Losing a goal right at the end
of the 90 was a killer blow but
the boys regrouped and came

-
ie’s winner was no more than we
deserved.’

North Division Two
GLENGARRY 
weekend as their would-be op-
ponents Lochcarron play catch
up.

The teams were due to play in
the Marine Harvest League but
the game has been postponed
as Lochcarron have yet to play

-
ish Plate.

Glengarry scraped a 2-1 vic-
tory against Kinlochshiel but
coach Ewen Cameron said his
boys are not at the top of their
game.

He said: ‘We’re still not play-
ing as well as we should be but
we won and I’ll take that.’

But Cameron was less than
pleased when defender George-
JamesHendersonearnedhimself
a two-game suspension.

He added: ‘It was a stupid
sending off but these boys
never learn. It will be a big loss
because losing anyone is a loss
in such a small squad. It doesn’t
just affect the game they’re sent
off at, it causes problems for

-
fully some of the boys that work
offshore will be back to balance
things out.’



Sport
Page 26
OT

MOTOR CYCLING

Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and fixtures

FOOTBALL
LAST Saturday’s results: Pre-
mier Division - Thorn Athletic  
1, Oban Saints 2; Division 1A 
- Tarbert 2, Ferguslie Star 2.

Premier Division - Oban Saints 
v Finnart; Premier Division 
One - Eaglesham v Dunoon; 
Rolls Royce East Kilbride v 
Campbeltown Pupils; Premier 
Division Two - Dunoon Athletic 
v Easthall Star; Lochgilphead 
Red Star v Goldenhill; Division 
1A - Tarbert v Millbeg.
Wednesday 30 April: Jimmy 

- Jamestown v Oban Saints.

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

RUGBY

Weather
Thursday Sunshine and showers
 Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 13ºC

Friday Sunshine periods
 Winds light east south easterly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 13ºC.

Weekend Sunshine and showers
Outlook Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 9ºC to 14ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, April 24, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  01.32   3.2 07.36 1.3 14.21       2.9       20.03      1.3
Fri  02.41 3.4 08.49 1.2 15.19       3.2       21.11      1.0     
Sat  03.34 3.6 09.45 1.0 16.01       3.4       22.06      0.8
Sun  04.18 3.8 10.32 0.8      16.36      3.6       22.53      0.7
Mon  04.58 3.9 11.13 0.7 17.10 3.8        23.37      0.6
Tues       05.35      4.0  11.52 0.6 17.45       3.9        **.**        *.*
Wed  00.19   0.6 06.10 4.0 12.30       0.6       18.19       3.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

5

Oban Lorne 
lose vital game 
by two points

Saints players star 
for Scottish Select

FOOTBALL
OBAN Saints players Donnie 
Campbell, Myles McAuley, 
Lewis Cameron and Craig 
MacEwan starred for the 
Scottish League Select against 
Edinburgh and Lothian AFL at 
Northolm Park, Giffnock last 
Sunday.
Lewis Cameron set up three of 

the goals and Craig MacEwan 
got on the scoresheet as the 
Scottish League defeated their 
Edinburgh counterparts 5-1.

 RBS West Division 2 (top three)
                                                       P      W    D      L      PD      Pts
 1    Oban Lorne  21   18     0     3     468      89
 2    Garnock  20     19     0       1    462      89   
 3    Carrick  20     17    0       3     668      85   

A devastated Craig Wright is inconsolable after the narrow defeat at Garnock. Photo: Stephen Lawson

Struan Simpson scored two tries for the Green Machine against 
Garnock. Photo: Stephen Lawson

Athletic lose by the 
odd goal in seven

OBAN Athletic lost 4-3 in their 
West of Scotland league match 
away to Antonine last Saturday. 
Scoring for the Oban side were 
Scott Maitland, Dean Smith 
and David MacPhee.

This Saturday Athletic play 
at home to Minorities Youth 

of the Thomson Trophy.

FOOTBALL

RBS West Division 2
Garnock 32

Oban Lorne 30
A DEVASTATED Oban Lorne 
saw their league title hopes 
slip out of their hands within a 
matter of minutes, as Garnock 
sealed victory in this top-of-the-
table clash with the last action of 
the match.

A Craig Wright penalty looked 
to have sealed the points for the 

to go but a dubious penalty deci-
sion against the visitors allowed 
Garnock to score a penalty of 
their own and take the win.

Contrasting emotions
-

ing emotions from both sides. 
The North Ayrshire side knew 
they had won the game with a 
gritty performance and accurate 
kicking, while 
Oban Lorne had 
been the much 
better team, out-
scoring the hosts 

two.
Oban Lorne had made a good 

start to the match at a sun-kissed 
Lochshore Park but on 10 min-

as the home backs spun the ball 
out to the right hand side of the 
pitch to surge over the line. Oban 
hit back from this early blow 
almost immediately as Corrie 
Louw shrugged off two onrush-
ing defenders only a couple of 
metres from the line to dive over 

afternoon on the scoreboard. 
Wright converted to tie the game 
at 7-7.

Garnock replied with a penalty 
to regain the lead but Oban were 
looking the better team and 
were being undone with a large 
penalty count against them. 
Nonetheless, the Green Machine 

stormed back into the lead with 
one of the best tries scored this 
season. Stand off Dave McCabe 

for Craig Wright to catch on the 
left wing. Wright burst away 
from the Garnock defence, who 
had no chance to catch him as he 

From the kick off Oban failed 
to build on their lead as they 
conceded several penalties from 
the break down.

Deadly Garnock kicker Rory 
Walker punished the Oban 

penalties to give the home side 
a 16-12 lead 10 minutes before 
the break. As the hosts preferred 
to force penalty after penalty 
Oban Lorne looked to play some 
great running rugby and were 
rewarded just before halftime 

with the fourth try of the after-
noon. Winger Struan Simpson 

from a fantastic passage of pass-
ing from the backline to give his 
side a 17-16 lead at the break.

Shortly into the second half 
the hosts stormed into the Oban 
22 after another succession of 
penalties. Oban’s poor discipline 
led to Garnock retaking the lead 
with a soft try given away by 
some poor Oban tackling close 
to the line. 

Oban Lorne’s never-say-die 
attitude came through as they 
again hit back with another try, 
this time from winger Callum 
MacLachlan. MacLachlan had 
been impressing all afternoon 
with some storming runs 
through the home defence and 

was rewarded for his efforts 
with a try in the corner to cut 
back Garnock’s lead to just one 
point at 23-22.

But the boot of Rory Walker 
came to Garnock’s rescue 
minutes later as he sailed over 
a brilliant drop goal to again 
retake the lead.

With 20 minutes to go both sets 
of supporters were becoming 
nervous as they game remained 
so close. A knock-on from the 
Garnock winger from an Oban 
clearing kick gifted the Green 

day as winger Struan Simpson 
pounced on the mistake, gained 

-

of the day meant they led 27-26 
with the conver-
sion again going 
wide.

The theme of 
the day contin-
ued as Garnock 
replied shortly 

after through the boot of Walker 
to lead 29-27 before Oban spent 
a 10-minute period of domi-
nance in the Garnock 22. Oban 

metre scrum, lineout, and some 
close forward play but could not 
force the ball over the line. 

Then, minutes later, Callum 
MacLachlan looked to have 
sealed the victory with his 
second try but the referee judged 
the 17-stone winger was held up 
over the line. 

Penalty
Oban refused to let this affect 

them as they were soon awarded 
a penalty in the Garnock half 
that Craig Wright shot straight 
between the uprights, despite the 
best effort of the home crowd to 
put him off.

Luck proved not to be on Oban 
Lorne’s side as Garnock were 
again awarded a dubious pen-
alty in the Oban half and Walker 
made them pay again with the 
last points of the afternoon.

Oban now face an uphill 
struggle to be promoted from 
the league and must hope that 
Carrick drop points in their 
remaining two league games.

Oban Lorne play the last game 
of the 2013/14 season at Glen-
cruitten on Saturday as they take 
on fourth placed Cambuslang. 

as an open day at the club with 
locals encourage to come along 
and support the team who have 
had such a fantastic season. Kick 
off is 3pm. 

The Green Machine now face 
an uphill struggle to gain
promotion from Division Two

FOUR young recruits to 
Lochside Rovers this season are 
making a big impression with 
management and supporters, as 
they set out to prove that south 
shinty is not bereft of future 
talent.

Daniel MacVicar, Ross Mac-
Millan and Evan MacLellan, 
who have recently turned 15, 
and Charlie Spreadbury, who 
turned 16 in February, have been 
taking the majority of plaudits 
this season in a youthful looking 
Lochside team.

Ross, Daniel and Evan played 
under-14 shinty last season, while 
Charlie barely lifted his caman 
because Oban Camanachd could 

Impact
But the impact the boys have 

senior shinty is causing much 

Ross, a deceptively strong 
player despite his 5’ 5” and 
seven-stone frame, has already 
claimed a man of the match 
award.  

was to step up from under-14 
to senior shinty, the boys were 
unanimous in their conclusion: 
everyone is just bigger. 

The four Lochside youngsters 
certainly back up tough talking 
with mighty displays on the pitch 

momentarily betrayed during 

Lochside Rovers’ young stars, from left: Charlie Spreadbury, 
Daniel MacVicar, Ross MacMillan and Evan MacLellan.

 16_t17lochsideboys01

Lochside’s new kids on the block
their interview with The Oban 
Times last Saturday.

‘The bigger opponents are 
more of a test but that doesn’t 
bother us. We are all coping 
well with it,’ said Evan, as his 

in agreement.
At that moment their attention 

frame of Ballachulish full-back 
David Campbell emerging from 
the changing rooms.

‘Whoa! Look at the size of that 

with just a hint of concern in 
their voices.

Lochside Rovers manager 
Tony Howlett said the boys were 
proof that south shinty had a 
bright future, adding that he had 
a squad of 19 players last Satur-
day, the vast majority of which 
were under 25 years old.

‘These boys have no hesitation 
at being chucked in at the deep 
end. Ross, in particular, is a wee 
warrior and there are now other 
boys their age who are starting 
to believe they can do the same,’ 
he said.

‘There are boys their age play-
ing in the premier league, so it’s 
not that unusual, but in the four 
games they have played for us 
they’ve hardly put a foot wrong. 
It’s as if they’ve been playing for 
years.’

SHINTY

FRESH from a short break in 
his home village of Connel and 

Moto3 season, John McPhee has 

Argentina this weekend.
The 19-year-old road racer 

Americas earlier this month 
from 15th position following a 
minor crash in qualifying but 

Following the result he said: 

am feeling stronger race by 
race.’ Following the Argentinian 

Jerez de la Frontera on May 4.

John has high 
hopes in Argentina
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FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

HIGHLAND Council and bus 
operators Stagecoach have come 

public transport link between 
Mallaig and Fort William 
without consulting local interest 
groups.

Previously, the early morning 

William at 7.25am - allowing 
passengers time to catch 
the 7.30am Citylink bus to 
Inverness.

The connection was popular 
with shoppers and people 
attending appointments at 
Raigmore Hospital because 
it allowed them to return to 

evening. 

onward journeys also used the 

receives a subsidy to operate on 

pupils attending Glenurquhart 
High in Drumnadrochit were 
late getting to school, council 

The move incensed Lochaber 
Transport Forum, which knew 

Forum chairman Councillor 
Brian Murphy said even the next 
bus at 8.15am was under threat 
because Stagecoach had applied 
to change the departure time to 
8.45am.

mean west Lochaber residents 

waiting on the 10.14pm train 

Mallaig. 
Councillor Murphy told 

The Oban Times on Tuesday: 
‘Stagecoach say they have 

people as similar charities in Inverness. 
Manager Alec McConachie told The Oban 

Times

a week. 
Mr McConachie said: ‘It’s really getting going 

the banks in Inverness. 
‘It shows we’re really starting to reach people 

but then you still hear people saying they don’t 
understand why it’s needed. 

‘They will be people that have never needed 

giving out every week shows that it’s very much 
needed.’

Volunteers are hoping the new service will help 
those who can’t travel into town as well as provid-

Help

will help. 

The extra support adds to the charity’s service 
in Mallaig, where the Fisherman’s Mission is 

helping to give out provisions in the area. A 
permanent collection point has also been set up in 
Fort William’s Tesco store - but Mr McConachie 

He added: ‘Just now people aren’t seeing it until 
they’re already at the checkout with their shop-
ping so they don’t have anything to put in. 

The charity is set to get even busier in the sum-

their children during the school holidays. 
Mr McConachie said: ‘Some people still don’t 

to the teachers they will let the parents know. 
‘There’s so many people struggling and we help 

as much as we can and give as much as we can.’ 

Lochaber children were kept busy during the Easter break with crafts and activities at a local holiday club run by the Lochaber Rural 
Educational Trust. Around 25 youngsters descended on the trust’s base at An Clachan near the Nevis Range ski centre to take part in 

nature walks, treasure hunts, crafts and baking. At the end of the week volunteers helped the children make their own Easter cards to 
give to family and friends. 20_f17club01

been having problems with this 

but they never brought it to the 

they attend regularly.

agreed to this change without 
any consultation whatsoever 

committee. 
‘I am extremely upset about it. 

Along with other members I have 
been trying to get this decision 

want to bring the issue to the 

this decision has been made and 

the council convenor and the 
council leader this morning 
to demand that we get this 
sorted out. I have also written 

reversing this change.’
He added: ‘There has to be a 

solution which restores these 
connections while enabling 
youngsters to get to school in 

the Lochaber Transport Forum 
I want to try to improve public 
transport in the area, not make 
it worse - which this situation is 
doing. They have taken totally 

Mallaig man Arthur Cowie, 

Panel, also heavily criticised the 
move. Speaking in a personal 

was switched to 8.45am, anyone 

appointment could not be there 

to catch the 12.45pm return bus 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

to Fort William. The next bus, 
the 2.45pm service, arrives in 
Fort William at 4.27pm - eight 

to Mallaig leaves. Mr Cowie told 
The Oban Times: ‘The problem 
that we have is the way this 
has been done - it is shocking. 

community councils in Lochaber 
knew about this in any shape or 

A Highland Council spokesper-
son said: ‘The council received 

Invermoriston to Glen Urquhart 

to 7.20am to ensure pupils ar-
rived in Drumnadrochit in time 

‘There are 13-15 pupils travel-
ling on the service, which is 
subsidised by the council.

‘The council has a statutory 
duty to transport these children 
and it was on this basis the 
timetable was amended in 
consultation with Stagecoach. 
The council has been made 

-
aber Transport Forum and local 
councillors about the change.

‘The council is currently and 

options to accommodate both 
pupils attending Glen Urquhart 
High School and passengers 

A Stagecoach spokesperson 
said: ‘I understand the decision 
was taken to deliver greater reli-

service to get to school.’

Passengers’ 
fury over bus 
time change  
Firm breaks vital public transport link 
between Mallaig and Fort William

High school Gaelic 
singers search
for conductor
Lochaber High School are being 

The teenagers are enthusiastic 
about setting up the group and 
teachers are willing to help 
but they can’t begin until they 

They have now appealed to An 
Comunn Gàidhealach, organis-

Gaelic singer Joy Dunlop has 
also joined the search. She said: 
‘It’s great the interest is there 
and teenagers are enthusiastic 
about Gaelic singing but they 

interested in conducting a 
teenage Gaelic choir can do it, 
as long as they have the basic 
skills. They don’t need to have 

Gaelic because the school’s 
Gaelic teachers have said they 
will help with that.’ 

Lorna McDiarmid, 
Gaelic teacher at Lochaber 
High School, said: ‘We very 
much welcome the opportu-
nity to work with An Comunn 
Gàidhealach in sourcing a 

School Gaelic Choir.’

conducting the choir contact 
Ms Dunlop on 07834922667 or 

B&B shortlisted for 
national award
in Lochaber has been shortlisted 

The Distant Hills Guest House 

inspectors nominated the Spean 

2,500 visited.

pancakes, scones, soda bread, 

Owners Peter and Lesley 
McIntosh were delighted to 

McIntosh said: ‘It has come as 
a complete surprise and has 

the award it is not something we 
ever imagined being shortlisted 

The winning guest house will 
be announced at the AA’s Bed 

be held in London on May 13. 

THE REFERENDUM debate 
in Lochaber stepped up another 
notch on Tuesday night when 
Richard Lochhead, Cabinet 

and Environment, made an 

on September 18.

around 40 in the Nevis Centre, 
Mr Lochhead said Scotland 
could more than pay her way as 

He argued being independent 
would be more democratic as 

World War Two Scotland had 

claimed, with the bedroom tax 

the most unequal societies in 
the world but an independent 
Scotland would have ‘social 
justice and solidarity’.

‘With independence we will 

Richard Lochhead: urging ‘yes’ 
vote. 20_f17loch01

always get the governments we 

‘Charities estimate that 100,000 
more children in Scotland will 
be living in poverty by 2020 

cuts, but we would be the 14th 

we were independent.’ 

Both First Minister Alex 
Salmond and Prime Minister 
David Cameron  were committed 
to working together in the 

result.
‘No-one wants border posts 

neighbouring countries,’ he 
said. ‘Nobody wants to throw 

would be welcomed with open 
arms.’

That view was challenged by 
Euro sceptics in the audience 

the Mallaig and Northwest 
Fishermen’s Association was 
concerned that Scotland’s 

industry could lose out amid 

uncertainty over membership.

rights and now received just 1.1 

the catch.
Scotland, meanwhile, landed 

EU money.

share will come straight to 
Scotland,’ he said. 

Christine Hutchison asked how 
the crisis in recruiting specialist 

be resolved in an independent 
Scotland.

Mr Lochhead replied that 
creeping privatisation on the 
NHS in England would mean 

arrangements.
 See Danny Alexander on 

independence risk, page 3. 

Lochaber meeting hears cabinet minister make 
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Not to be missed by those with 
interest in food & drink production/ 

distribution and service delivery

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Monday 28th May

Oban Phoenix Cinema
Launch of Oban Perfect

Networking lunch 
with Gary Goldie

Discussion time national recognised inspirational speakers

11- 3pm
Booking essential

admin@obanphoenix.com

FW

A SERVING policeman has 
failed in his bid to complete the 
West Highland Way non-stop in 
aid of a Lochaber charity.

PC Paul Gallagher had hoped 
to walk the 97 miles from 
Fort William to Milngavie for 
Kirsty’s Kids.

Lochailort man John Bryden 
set up the charity in memory of 
his daughter Kirsty following her 
death in 2010 in a car accident.

PC Gallagher, accompanied by 
a kilt-wearing Mr Bryden, left 
Fort William at 10am on Friday 

Saturday night.

miles together with Mr Bryden, 
himself a former policeman, 
collecting cash from hikers 
along the way.

At the King’s House at 
Glencoe the pair met up with 
fellow members of international 
police motorcycle club The Blue 
Knights, who were acting as 
support team.

PC Gallagher, 45, from 
Anniesland in Glasgow, tramped 
on - but a damaged ankle meant 

THOSE enjoying the sun in 
Fort William at the weekend 
got more than they bargained 
for when a pair were covered in 

Onlookers were stunned when 
a mock bride and groom took 
part in a traditional ‘blackening’ 
on the High Street to raise 
money for Lochaber Hope. 

The event, organised by 
Fuze Ceremonies, included a 
‘wedding parade’ with Scott 
Graham and Cheryl MacPher-
son posing as bride and groom, 
accompanied by Lochaber High 

Police name death 
crash biker
POLICE have named the 
motorcyclist who killed in 
an accident on the A87 at 
Drumnacloch, near Luib on the 
Isle of Skye on Sunday.

Alexander Kenneth Brown 

of Glasgow died at the scene 
despite efforts by medical 
personnel to save him.

No other vehicle was involved 
in the incident.

A police spokesperson said: ‘A 
-

tion has been carried out and a 
report has been submitted to the 

HIGHLAND Council is launching a 
recruitment drive this week for 140 extra 
nursery staff as it prepares to implement an 
increase in childcare provision.

From this August, under the Children 

three and four year-olds in the country will 
be entitled to 600 hours per year of early 

in the current entitlement of 475 hours.
School nursery sessions will be extended 

by 40 minutes to three hours 10 minutes, 

meaning more staff are needed. Councillor 
Alasdair Christie, chairman of the education, 
children and adult services committee, 
said: ‘The increased childcare provision 
will be very welcome for both children 
and families. It will create options to help 
parents get back to work, and also provide 
more support for children’s development. A
further welcome aspect is this boost for 
employment in childcare services, which 
will be extremely helpful in communities 
across the authority.’

Council director     
to retire
THE DIRECTOR of Highland 
Council’s education, culture and 
sport service has announced 
his intention to retire later in 
the year.

Hugh Fraser, who will be 
60 in July, will step down at 
the end of September after 

as a teacher and in education 
management.

Mr Fraser’s retiral comes 
as his department prepares to 
merge with health and social 
care services from 28 April.

Bill Alexander will become 
director of the new integrated 
care and learning service and 
will work with Mr Fraser to 
achieve a successful transition.

PC Paul Gallagher, left, and John Bryden prepare to leave Fort William. The charity attempt was cut 
short by injury. 20_f17john01

he had to give up around 40 
miles into the attempt at Bridge 
of Orchy.

Nonetheless, his effort raised 
around £1,500 for Kirsty’s Kids 

Police Treatment Centres.
Mr Bryden, who collected an 

tribute to PC Gallagher’s brave 
effort.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It 
was just impossible for Paul to 
carry on. He has vowed to come 
back and have another go. 

Overwhelmed
‘I am absolutely overwhelmed 

and proud - it is incredible what 
he put himself through for us.

‘I do know for a fact that the 

fundraising appreciate it so 
much.’

PC Gallagher, an operational 

said: ‘I came up with the idea 
of an endurance ‘walk home’ 

and decided I wanted to raise 
money for both Kirsty’s Kids 
and the Police treatment centres 
at Harrogate in Yorkshire and 
Castlebrae at Auchterarder.

‘I had aimed to walk home and 
make it in one piece and hoped 

Saturday night. I’ll be back.’
Mr Bryden and wife Jan have 

converted their Lochailort 
home into an accommodation 
base for Kirsty’s Kids, which 
offers respite breaks to children 
suffering from short life 
expectancy and serious life 
limiting illnesses.

Mr Bryden said: ‘For children 
to break away from their 
medical procedures and be given 
the opportunity to come to the 
Highlands and experience fun 
and joy is an incredible thing.

‘It is people like Paul that make 
that possible and it was a great 
privilege to come along and 
support him.’

Police Treatment Centres help 

better health and get back to 
work sooner.

MP Danny Alexander made the case for a ‘no’ vote in Fort William. 
20_f17alexander01

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Peter Lees and Cheryl MacPherson were coated in treacle, flour 
and seaweed in a traditional blackening. 20_f17fuze02

School Pipe Band. Peter Lees 
then took over as groom for 
the blackening. The fun didn’t 
end there as money was thrown 
across the parade in a scramble 
for the kids. 

The event company organised 
the affair as a warm up to its 
charity event in the Nevis 
Centre this weekend, featuring 
a fashion show, dress auction 
and music. 

‘Fun, Frocks and Fundraising’ 
starts at noon on Saturday, with 
proceeds going to Lochaber 
Hope.

AN INDEPENDENT Scotland is 
feasible but would be ‘risky and 
dangerous’, a leading Highland 
MP and ‘no’ campaigner 
claimed at a Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce debate on Friday 
night.

Danny Alexander, Liberal 
Democrat member for 
Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch 
and Strathspey, maintained that 
increased powers for the Scottish 
Parliament within the union was 
the country’s safest future.

But when challenged to 
specify what additional powers 
were being promised by Better 
Together and if they would 
be guaranteed in a document 
similar to the SNP’s ‘White 
Paper’, Mr Alexander side-
stepped the issue. 

He said: ‘We did discuss a lot 

of extra powers that will be put 
in the manifestos of all three 
parties. I would say that you 
will be able to see from each of 
the three parties what they are 
saying and people have to make 
their choice between them after 
the referendum.’

Mr Alexander, who is also 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury, 

in the Alexandra Hotel that 
devolution gave Scotland the 
‘best of both worlds’.

He said: ‘It’s important that you 
don’t throw the baby out with the 
bath water and don’t throw away 

‘The SNP are putting forward 
a change, they’re the ones 

responsible for justifying the 
change they want to make. 

‘People say Better Together is 
negative but I don’t think it’s at 

all negative if someone has a bad 
idea to tell them it’s a bad idea.’

Mr Alexander said he did 
not know if he would stand 

for election to an independent 
Scottish Parliament following 
a ‘yes’ vote. He said: ‘I’m not 
one of the people who argues 
it’s not possible for Scotland to 
be independent, of course it is, 
but I think it would be risky and 
dangerous.’ 

Mr Alexander insisted a shared 
currency between Scotland and 

non-starter, despite an un-named 

pound sterling. We’ve heard 
from all parties about why this 
[shared currency] can’t happen 
but I just don’t understand 
why a country that wants to be 
independent would argue for a 
currency union. Why would you 
give up control of your interest 

rates and exchange rates to a 
branch in a different country?  It 
seems to me to be mad, it’s like 
tying your own hands behind 
your back.’

Marian Austin of Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce asked: ‘A 
lot of people up here [Highlands 
and Islands] feel out of touch 
with decision making, wouldn’t 
it be in our interest if all of the 
decisions were being made 
in Scotland?’ Mr Alexander 
replied: ‘I think the Scottish 
Government is becoming more 
and more centralised and any 
chance of them focusing on 
outside of Edinburgh is a long 
way away. I wish the Scottish 
Government would pay more 
attention to all the things that 
are happening in the Highlands 
and Islands.’ 

By EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

‘No’ campaigner claims an independent 
Scotland would be ‘risky and dangerous’ 

Council to recruit 140 new nursery staff

Dismay as 
ankle injury 
cuts charity 
walk short

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Onlookers stunned at 
charity wedding stunt

New man at the helm: Nevis Centre manager Kenny 
McLaughlin is determined to make the Nevis Centre a 

successful business. 20_f17centre01

THE BOARD of Linnhe Leisure Ltd, the 
charitable company operating the Nevis 
Centre, has appointed a new manager to run 
the Fort William sports and events venue.

position at Mount Stuart on the Isle of Bute 
before his relocation to Lochaber. He and his 
wife Kathryn have moved to near Lochaline, 
where Kathryn has taken up a management 
position with Ardtornish Estate.

Mr McLaughlin’s appointment comes 
after a turbulent year for the venue, which 

owners Highland Council to stave off pos-
sible closure.

Linnhe Leisure chairperson Sheana Fraser 
said: ‘Kenny’s appointment is regarded as a 
positive step in the move to improve services 
and increase the range of events on offer.’

Mr McLaughlin, originally from Stirling,  
said: ‘I am looking at building closer ties with 
community groups while trying to bring in 
some good established acts. Customers are 
desperate for this place to be a success.’

New man at Nevis Centre helm

KINLOCHLEVEN is gearing 
up for its biggest spectacle of the 
year, the Pre’65 Scottish Trial, 
which rolls into the village next 
weekend.

by the Edinburgh and District 
Motor Club, will see 181 riders 
from all over Europe compete for 
two days on vintage motorcycles 
- all manufactured before 1965 - 
over a tough course for the right 
to be crowned champion in the 

To celebrate the special 
occasion, a parade of the 2014 
entrants and their bikes will 
take place round the streets of 
Kinlochleven starting at 9.15am 
on Friday May 2.

Lochaber Schools Pipe Band 
will open the parade where clerk 
of the course Willie Robertson 
will be joined by guest of honour 
Alex Fender, who is a well-
known face at the Scottish Six 
Days Trial and the Pre’65. 

Also joining them at the head 
of the parade will be the winner 

181 plate, Mark Samuel. 
Immediately after the parade, 

the riders will make their way to 
the start area ready for the 10am 
start to commence two days of 

Edinburgh and District Motor 
Club secretary Ann Gordon 

said the event - the traditional 
curtain-raiser for the Scottish 
Six Days Trial in and around 
Fort William from May 5-10 
- was ‘set to be the best one 
yet’, especially after last year’s 
trial was severely curtailed by 
torrential rain.  

She said: ‘The new committee 
have worked tirelessly to resolve 
many of the problems that beset 

forward to seeing all their hard 
work come to fruition.  

‘There are a few new sections 
as well as some old favourites 
with something for all to 
enjoy. Many of the sections are 
accessible by foot and I would 
urge spectators not to take bikes 
around the course.  

‘One major change is that 
machine examination will 
take place on Thursday and 
new machine examiner Willie 
Stewart is looking forward to 
meeting all the competitors.’                                         

She added: ‘Thank you to all 
the villagers for embracing this 
parade and encouraging us to 
take the parade route further 
round the village than originally 
planned. 

‘The enthusiasm within the 
village for this event is immense 
and we are grateful to them for 
the welcome and support we 
receive every year.’

Kinlochleven 
gears up for 
Pre’65 Trial
Anniversary event sees 
parade through village

Thousands enjoy Easter snow
MORE than 4,500 people 
- including 800 skiers and 

Range to enjoy superb weather 
and snow conditions over the 
long Easter weekend. 

Although snowsports were 
quieter than expected tourists 
and locals alike enjoyed the sun 
from a height at the winter sports 
and mountain biking centre.

Marketing manager Heather 
Negus said: ‘It was absolutely 

stunning up the hill, it was just 
incredible. 

‘Loads of people went up on 
the gondola just to enjoy being 
on the mountain because the 
weather was so lovely. 

‘We will be delighted that that 
is a sign of things to come in the 
summer.’ 

Glencoe had also hoped more 
skiers would take advantage 
of the almost unprecedented 
amount of snow on the slopes.

Managing director Andy 
Meldrum reported just 1,500 
visitors from Friday to Monday.

He said: ‘It was quieter than we 
expected but it’s getting to that 
time of the year when people 
pack away their ski stuff and dig 
out their golf and sailing gear. 
We’re expecting to still be open 
over the May holiday weekend 
and we’re expecting similar 
numbers. 

‘We’ve still got more snow than 

we’ve had for decades but it’s at 
the wrong end of the season.’ 

Mr Meldrum is now looking 
forward to the annual free ride 
competition, the Coe Cup, on 
Saturday. 

More than 60 skiers and 
snowboarders will descend the 
Glencoe slopes at the event, now 
in its third year. 

The cup is usually held in 
March but was postponed due to 
bad weather.

Second vote on 
land buy out
AN ISLE of Lewis community 
is voting for a second time on 
whether to buy the land on 
which they live.

Last month a vote on 
transferring Pairc Estate from 
proprietor Barry Lomas to the 
Pairc Trust was halted by an 
eleventh hour wrangle.The hitch 
was resolved and new ballot 
papers have been issued with a 
completion deadline of May 1. 

The result will be declared the 
same evening.
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Members of South Islay Development celebrate taking ownership of Port Ellen filling station.
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The MacIntyre sisters from Scammadale met up with the Easter bunny at Barcaldine Community Association’s annual Easter fayre in 
Sutherland’s Grove on Saturday. The sisters, from left, Sara, aged nine, Becca, eight, Kirsty, 11, and Emma, four, wore their entries to 

the Easter bonnet competition. The many visitors to the fayre enjoyed a sunny day out in the forest and took part in an egg hunt, splat 
the rat and other competitions. 16_t17easter01
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Pressure grows         
on NHS over 
Oban dental   
hospital delays
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Overnight closures of the A82 at Pulpit 
Rock, south of Ardlui will begin on 
Saturday 10 May, for up to 14 nights.

The road will close at 2200hrs and 
re-open each day at 0600hrs. The 
A82 will remain open either side of 
the closure.

Diversion routes between these hours 
will be northbound via the A83 at Tarbet, 
A819 and A85, and southbound via the 
A85 at Tyndrum, A819 and A83.

We apologise for any inconvenience 
caused.

This is to allow essential work to be 
carried out safely on the A82 Pulpit Rock 
improvement project.

For further information please visit:

www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/
projects/A82-Improvements/A82-
Pulpit-Rock

A82 overnight 
closures

‘SOROBA’S shame’ is how 
one community councillor has 
described a scatter of rubbish 
in a corner of the Oban housing 
estate.

Volunteers building a 
community garden behind 
Colonsay Terrace in Soroba 
came across the sea of litter 
when clearing some bushes and 
trees from unused ground at the 
weekend.

The site, below Gillies’ 
Rock and just 50 metres from 

covered in discarded bottles and 
cans of alcohol. The volunteer 
group even found a mattress, a 
drinks cabinet and a bus stop 
sign among the rubbish.

Now the volunteers are calling 
on Argyll and Bute Council, 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) and police 
to help.

Volunteer and Oban 
community councillor George 
Berry said: ‘We cleared a bit of 
rubbish while we were working 
on the site but when we moved 
through to this section I couldn’t 
believe my eyes.

‘We are not clearing all of that 
because there is broken glass 
everywhere. It’s not just a council 
issue, it’s an environmental 
issue and because it is beside the 
railway it is going to give rail 
passengers a terrible impression 
of the town.

‘We are trying to create a 
nice space for people to come 
and use but this is completely 
demoralising.’

Mr Berry said he has seen 
teenagers drinking alcohol in 
the area but is he met with abuse 
when he tries to move them on.

THEY came together in incredible 
circumstances to help deliver a baby 
on Oban’s lifeboat in the 90s, now 
two of NHS Highland’s most popular 
employees have retired at the same 
time.

Midwife Joanne Thorpe and 
nurse co-ordinator Mairi McGregor 
decided to hang up their uniforms 
after carving out successful careers in 
Argyll and Bute’s Community Health 
Partnership (CHP).

But it was a chance meeting in 1997 
that tied the pair’s careers together, 
when Mairi miraculously spotted 
Joanne’s waves for help when passing 
by the newly launched Oban lifeboat, 
the Mora Edith MacDonald.

Joanne was called to the vessel after 
a woman went into labour on Mull, 
with the baby starting to arrive on the 
journey back to Oban.

Mairi, meanwhile, was driving back 
to Oban from the Kerrera ferry when 
she saw Joanne’s through the porthole 
of the boat, frantically waving for 

help. Mairi abandoned her car and 
dashed to board the vessel, where 
she found the baby was almost born. 
Together with the couple and with 
help from the crew, she and Joanne 
delivered the baby. So grateful were 
the parents that Mora was included in 
their newborn daughter’s name.

Joanne came to Argyll in the early 

braving the elements to provide a 
service in more remote locations. 

Paddled
At one point, she even paddled a 

canoe with the father of a new baby 
to their island home to carry out a 
post-natal visit to the new mother and 
baby.

Joanne then moved to Mid Argyll 
for a more senior post, where, through 
strong leadership, she challenged 
entrenched views and succeeded 
in developing services where more 
women could have their babies born 
locally and receive care and support at 
home. As a result, Joanne became the 

Lead Midwife for Argyll and Bute in 
2008. Mairi worked as a midwife with 
Joanne in Oban in the 90s, latterly 
working more with women affected 
by substance misuse and domestic 
violence. She then took up a role 
working to improve access to health 
services for homeless people and in 
2009 her role changed to incorporate 
a co-ordination of services role for 
Looked After and Accommodated 
Children, Gypsy Travellers and 
Homeless people.

Pat Tyrrell, lead nurse for Argyll 
and Bute CHP, said: ‘We would like 
to give our most heartfelt thanks 
to both Joanne and Mairi for all 
of their years of service. Each of 
them has contributed hugely to the 
improvement in health services in 
Argyll and Bute and they will both be 
very much missed by all of us. 

‘We wish them well in the next 
phases of their lives, knowing that 
neither of them will be resting on 
their laurels for too long.’

A STRIKING painting of 
cigarette-packet headstones 
weighed down by a ball and 
chain is an Argyll artist’s latest 
weapon in the war against 
smoking.

Gloria Young has been a 
staunch campaigner against 
smoking after her late husband, 
Derek, developed lung cancer as 
a result of the addiction, sadly 
passing away in 2004.

The Benderloch painter 
has raised money for Cancer 
Research in recent years by 
selling calendars featuring her 
works but hopes her latest image 
- inspired by the current design 
of cigarette packets - can be used 
to deter people from inhaling the 
potentially deadly drug. 

Gloria, who is in her mid 
80s, was inspired to create the 

cigarette packet on Tralee Bay. 
She said: ‘My husband was a 
chain smoker. As soon as he 

to resist, but it is addictive.
‘I found this packet and I was 

going to put it in the dustbin, but 
it made me think.’

Asked if the painting was in 
part her lashing out at cigarettes 
for taking her husband’s life, 
she said: ‘It is. I wanted to shout 
about it.’ Pausing, she added: ‘He 
knew it was affecting him. He 
tried to quit, but it is a powerful 
drug.

‘I was speaking to a young girl 
recently who was no older than 
15, maybe 16. She was smoking 
a cigarette and it struck me so 
hard. She’s going to struggle. 
Smoking is a dreadful thing.’

While Gloria doesn’t 
necessarily think her painting 
will help people stop straight 
away, she hopes it will contribute 

offered it to anti-smoking 
campaigners to make use of the 
painting for free to raise further 
awareness of the dangers of 
smoking.  

She said: ‘It doesn’t matter 
how many people tell you or 
warn you about the dangers, 
they have to make the decision 
to quit themselves. 

‘I don’t think they sell as many 
packets as they used to, but all 
they need is for a younger person 
to want to smoke and they’ll be 
picking up the cigarettes for life. 

‘The idea behind the picture 
is so the person looking at it 
feels something. My hope is that 
somehow, somebody somewhere 
will see this picture and use it to 
help people. I don’t want any 
money for it, but if anything 
can be done with it I’d be very 
grateful.’

A NEW war over words has broken out 
between two chip shops in Oban - thanks 
to a dispute over a sign for one of the 
town’s busy traders.

Lilian Hutchison, of The Oban Fish and 
Chip Shop, has lashed out after George 
Street near-neighbour Nories erected a 
new sign above its door, headed Nories 
with the sub-header ‘Obans [sic] Fish and 
Chip Shop’.

But Renato Di Ciacca, who owns 
Nories, is bemused by the complaint, 

saying it is clear their premises is called 
‘Nories’.Lilian maintains the new sign 
was designed to chip at her business.

‘I don’t understand why they would do 
that,’ she said. ‘My partner, George, went 
over and spoke to them about it, but all 
they said was ‘do you want us to put an 
apostrophe in?’’

Mrs Hutchison said the situation echoed 
that of another trader in town, John 
Ogden, who took legal action against a 
competitor after he painted his seafood 

shack green - the same colour as Mr 
Ogden’s well known Green Shack. 

She said: ‘I don’t want to have to go 
down the route John Ogden did, but I 
will if I have to. Tourists come in to town 
looking for our shop. If they see that, 
‘Obans Fish and Chip Shop’, they’ll go 
there instead. There is plenty of business 
for everyone and there’s no need to resort 
to dirty tactics.’

Renato said: ‘We don’t know what we’ve 
done wrong. They have threatened us with 

legal action and we are taking advice, but 
I don’t think you can copyright Oban.

‘My shop is called Nories and it is in 
Oban. That’s the end of it really.’

It is the second time the George Street 
rivals have exchanged words over signs. 
Lilian’s business has previously been 
praised by chef Rick Stein and critic 
Tam Cowan - but she claimed she’d been 
battered after Nories put out sandwich 
boards, with similar reviews attributed to 
‘Rick’ and ‘Tam’. 

A PENSIONER who suffers 
from a number of medical 
conditions has completed an 80-
mile walking challenge for two 
charities, despite being admitted 
to hospital during the trial.

Great-grandmother Irene 
Hannah, who suffers from 
neuropathic feet, varicose 
veins and asthma, among other 
conditions, intended to walk 
a total of 80 miles from the 
beginning of the year until her 
80th birthday last Sunday.

She achieved the feat with 
time to spare and at her birthday 
party in Glencruitten Golf Club 
last Saturday she celebrated 
raising more than £2,000 for the 
Dementia Resource Centre and 
North Argyll Carers Centre.

The mother of six’s fundraising 
was for services that became so 
important when her late husband, 
Samuel, became terminally ill. 
He died on January 5, 2012. 

RACING driver Susie Wolff will join power lifter Jeremy 
Vickers and Commonwealth Games athlete Susan Partridge 
in deciding which local hero will receive two tickets to the 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow this year. 

The Oban Times is asking readers to nominate someone 
in their local community who deserves to experience the 

Legacy Ticket scheme.
Nominations are being sent in for unsung heroes making 

a difference, whether it is a young person involved in sport, 

someone helping to make sport happen by volunteering, or 
someone simply making their community a better place. 

As judges on The Oban Times Legacy Ticket panel, 
Susie, Jeremy and Susan will take time out of their busy 
schedules to read through a shortlist of nominations sent in 
by readers. 

Susie, originally from Oban, is a development driver 
for the Williams Formula One Team. Jeremy, from Fort 
William, will represent Scotland in the British and European 
Strongest Man under 90kg this year after recently winning 

for Scotland in the marathon at Glasgow’s Commonwealth 
Games this summer, having won the Great Scottish Run last 
October. To nominate someone for this once in a lifetime 
opportunity, see the form provided on page six of this issue 
or online at www.obantimes.co.uk/legacy. 

All nominations must be received by midnight, Tuesday 
April 29, 2014. 

Nominees must live in Argyll or the West Highlands. 
Terms and conditions apply.

A THREE-vehicle collision on the A85 
outside the Halfway House, Dunbeg, has 
resulted in one of the drivers being reported 
for careless driving.

The incident, which happened last 

Saturday at around 6.15pm, closed the road 
for 45 minutes. A man who was in the mid-
dle car was removed and taken to hospital 
with a suspected spinal injury but this was 
ruled out following an examination.

Soroba’s rubbish heap shame
‘This isn’t just Soroba kids,’ he 

said. ‘They’re coming from all 
over the place but to the Soroba 
kids I would say, get a grip. For 
the others that come here from 
elsewhere to drink alcohol, I 
have no words. It’s just soul 
destroying.’

Ward councillor Roddy 

Oban Police visited the site on 
Monday.

Councillor McCuish described 
the scene as ‘unbelievable’ 
and said he would work with 
the council, ACHA and the 
Community Payback scheme to 
try and get it cleared.

He added: ‘We can do 
something here but I have never 
seen anything like it.’

Oban Police Inspector Julie 
McLeish said incidents of 
underage drinking in Soroba, 
including at Gillies’ Rock, 
had been less common since 
February 2013, when Oban’s 
byelaw that prohibits drinking 
alcohol in public areas was 
extended to Soroba.

She added: ‘There has been a 

of underage and street drinking 
in recent years and the byelaw 
extension has contributed to 
that.

‘There has been a lot of positive 
police action in that area to 
address community concern.

‘However, should these issues 

attend, armed with the powers 
the byelaw gives us.’

Residents of Soroba 
campaigned for six years to 
have the byelaw extended to the 
housing scheme in an attempt to 
rid the streets of drinkers.

Surveying the rubbish behind Colonsay Terrace in Oban are, from left: community PC Paul MacMillan, Soroba community garden volunteer Archie McIntyre, councillor 
Roddy McCuish, community councillor George Berry and community PC Scott MacPhee. 16_t17soroba01

Joanne Thorpe, left, and Mairi McGregor, who 
celebrated their retirement from the NHS this 

month. 

Susan Partridge. 

Irene Hannah celebrates her 80th birthday and the end of her 
80-mile walking challenge. 16_t17irene01

Irene, who also has a 
replacement hip and has 
postponed a leg operation in 
order to complete her fundraiser, 
revealed her progress was 
interrupted by admission to 
hospital with a leg injury.

‘I would have done it a lot 
quicker if the weather had been 
better and I hadn’t needed to go 
into hospital,’ said the plucky 
pensioner.

‘I was taken to hospital during 
one of my walks but that didn’t 
put me off.’

And Irene says she is now 
considering another sponsored 
swim, 11 years after she swam 
66 lengths of the Atlantis Leisure 
pool in an hour to raise £1,009 
for Macmillan Cancer Support.

‘When I get my leg operation 
and get it sorted I want to do a 
swim but I’ll need to see what 
the doctor says - and get a few 

Oban chip shop owners in 
new war of words over sign

Midwives retire together after chance meeting in ’90s

Plucky pensioner 
completes 80-mile 
walking challenge

Artist’s 
striking
anti-
smoking
message

Gloria Young’s painting, Smok-
ing Killed. The most prominent 

‘tombstone’ is marked DY in 
tribute to her late husband, 

Derek. 15_t17gloria1

Susie Wolff. Jeremy Vickers. 

Driver reported for careless driving on A85

Nominate a local hero for games tickets



Sport
Page 26
FW

Neil Kerr singles

Fort boss 

team can get 

FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

More teams 
wanted for 
Welfare League

DARTS

April medal at Fort 
William Golf Club

GOLF

-

Fort William Railway Bowling Club opened their green for the new season in brilliant sunshine on 
Sunday when Anne Bell, wife of president Jim Bell, threw the first jack.

Kein Johnstone: won Scottish 
novice title and is looking 

for revenge against Keiron 
Swanson. 20_f17box01 

Barna Tot clears his lines from Cove dangerman Connor Scully. 20_f17fort01

-

Silly goals

-

-

-

‘If we can tighten up at the back a 
wee bit and stop giving silly goals 
away I think we can get some points’ 

-

-

-

BOXING

Phoenix big hitters gear up for 
top show at the Nevis Centre

GOLF

Skye Cup

Weather
Thursday Sunshine and showers
 Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 13ºC

Friday Sunshine periods
 Winds light east south easterly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 13ºC.

Weekend Sunshine and showers
Outlook Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 9ºC to 14ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, April 24, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  01.32   3.2 07.36 1.3 14.21       2.9       20.03      1.3
Fri  02.41 3.4 08.49 1.2 15.19       3.2       21.11      1.0     
Sat  03.34 3.6 09.45 1.0 16.01       3.4       22.06      0.8
Sun  04.18 3.8 10.32 0.8      16.36      3.6       22.53      0.7
Mon  04.58 3.9 11.13 0.7 17.10 3.8        23.37      0.6
Tues       05.35      4.0  11.52 0.6 17.45       3.9        **.**        *.*
Wed  00.19   0.6 06.10 4.0 12.30       0.6       18.19       3.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

12

13

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

5
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