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Ward merger 
fails to realise 
savings target

Oban was home to a Continental Market over the long weekend and interested shoppers flocked to the old Rockfield School for a look 
- and a taste. One of the busiest men at the market was inundated with locals keen to try fresh paella, Spanish style. 

Taste of the continent comes to town

A PARACHUTE diver has 
survived a 400-foot fall from the 
sky in Rannoch Moor.

The Southampton man was in 
the area with a fellow parachute 
diver and was in mid air when 
he lost control of his parachute at 
around 1.45pm on Monday.

Parachute diving involves 
jumping from a mountain while 
trailing an open parachute. 

Those taking part in the extreme 
sport require rising thermals to 
stay airborne but it is believed 
the casualty, who sustained 
minor injuries in the fall, went 
into a spin after coming out of a 
thermal.

After landing safely at St 
Fillans, Loch Earn, his colleague 
raised the alarm and a joint 
search and rescue operation by 

Strathclyde Police and Northern 
Constabulary was launched.

The Strathclyde Police 
helicopter, Rescue 177 helicopter 
from HMS Gannet and Glencoe 
Mountain Rescue Team made up 
the search team and the casualty 
was found on a ridge in a remote 
location of Rannoch Moor. He 
was taken to the Belford Hospital, 
Fort William, for treatment.

Extreme sports fan survives 400ft 
fall after losing control of parachute

Women charged 
after disturbance
FOLLOWING a disturbance 
between two women in Combie 
Court, Oban, a 36-year-old 
woman has been charged with a 
breach of the peace and resisting 
arrest.

The incident took place in the 
early hours of the morning last 
Thursday and one woman was 
taken to hospital with an injury. 
Enquiries into the incident are 
continuing.

POLICE in Oban are asking 
members of the public to help 
reduce instances of car vandalism 
following a number of incidents 
over the Easter weekend.

Sometime between Saturday 
and Sunday a rear window in a 
car parked in Soroba Lane was 
smashed and during the same time 
period, a wing mirror was broken 
off a Nissan Almeira in Lochside 

Street. The previous night a car 
parked outside Rutherford’s hair-
dressers in Stevenson Street had 
both wing mirrors broken off.

Enquiries into all three incidents 
are continuing but Sergeant Alan 
Moore has asked members of the 
public to be vigilant in helping to 
tackle the problem.

He said: ‘These incidents are 
examples of mindless vandalism. 

They are not minor incidents, 
especially to the car owners, and 
I would urge the public to help us 
catch the culprits.

‘If people hear a noise from 
outside that isn’t quite right, they 
should contact us if they suspect 
anything. Quite often this type of 
vandalism is not reported to us 
until the next morning, when the 
vandal has long gone.’

Police appeal for help after spate of 
car vandalism during Easter weekend

Community council 
launches search
for new members
OBAN Community Council is 
to send out letters to prospective 
members as it tries to address its 
dwindling numbers ahead of this 
summer’s election.

Members said Monday’s 
meeting of the organisation 
was technically the last they 
could hold as a constituted 
body before the election as 
they were currently running 
under-subscribed.

Three held after 
alleged breach
THREE people were arrested in 
the Soroba area of Oban follow-
ing an alleged assault and breach 
of the peace.

A 26-year-old man and two 
women, aged 24 and 22, are 
the subject of a report to the 
Procurator Fiscal following an 
incident outside Soroba Shop last 
Saturday.

Woman charged 
with assaults
A 26-YEAR-old woman was 
arrested last Sunday after 
allegedly committing three 
assaults and an offence under 
the Children and Young Persons 
Scotland Act.

She appeared from custody on 
Tuesday at Oban Sheriff Court.

Suspected 
overdose
A MAN was rushed to Lorn and 
Islands Hospital after suffering 
a suspected drug overdose at an 
address in Colonsay Terrace, 
Oban, last Saturday afternoon.

The 36-year-old made a full 
recovery at hospital. 

New owners for 
lochside inn?
APPIN’S Creagan Inn, which 
closed down last year after a 
poor season, is on the verge of 
gaining new owners.

Property agents Colliers 

property, which has been on the 
market for £750,000, is currently 
under offer.

THE AMALGAMATION of 
two wards at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, has found only 
half the savings required by NHS 
Highland, it was claimed this 
week.

The news has prompted fears 
that more cuts and ‘redesigns’ 
could be imposed on the hospital 
or health services locally as the 
health board looks to meet a £395k 
shortfall in the local budget, with 
around £500k of savings required 
in total.

The news was greeted with 
anger at Monday’s meeting of 
Oban Community Council, with 
Argyll and Bute councillors 
roundly criticising the decision-
making process and lack of 
community consultation. 

Roddy McCuish then called 
on NHS Highland to reverse the 
amalgamation of the Cruachan 
Ward and Ward C and start from 
scratch.

February’s redesign saw a 
number of staff left without a 
permanent job and assigned to 
Ward I, for Intermediate, while 
a number of posts have been 
eliminated through ‘natural 
wastage’.

Duncan Martin, secretary of the 

Cutbacks devastate Argyll bus services
RURAL bus services will be driven 
off the road in the latest round of 
council funding cuts.

More than 30 services in Argyll and 
Bute are ready to be dropped while 
many others will operate a reduced 
service from as early as tomorrow, 
Friday.

Among the affected routes are: 
Dalmally to Oban, Jura to Bowmore, 
Oban and Easdale services, Oban 
town services, Barcaldine to Creagan 
Bridge, Crinan to Lochgilphead, 
Kilberry to Lochgilphead, Islay’s 
summer Sunday bus service, the 
Oban and Gallanachmore seasonal 
service, Friday and Saturday services 
in Kintyre and Lochgilphead’s 
MacDonald Terrace service.

The service between Oban and 
Easdale, which provided transport 
for 16,546 people last year, will be 

reduced to school buses plus one 
daytime shoppers’ trip. A Sunday 
service providing transport for 
14,202 passengers from Oban to 
Soroba, Dunollile, Benderloch and 
Barcaldine will now be cut. There 
will be no services to Barcaldine on 
a Sunday and only one bus every two 
hours to Soroba.

Stalwart bus user Mary Wilkie, from 
Taynuilt, said: ‘Frankly, bus services 
have been devastated. Not only are 
people not able to catch buses to work 
– but they cannot even get a service to 
attend any events in the town.

‘Without buses Oban, Lochgilphead, 
Campbeltown will be ghost towns 
and people will need to do all their 
shopping and socialising on-line.’

Fellow bus user Ann Horn, a 
Kintyre councillor, said: ‘This is the 
end to rural connections with our 

towns. People will not be able to get 
to work on time or take up places at 
college. This is a terrible backwards 
step by the council.

Douglas Hendry, Argyll and Bute 
Council’s executive director of 
customer services, said: ‘Our process 
is not to fund routes where there is 
alternative transport available or 
where there are less than 2000 people 
travelling annually. Furthermore 
in Community Transport Grants 
we will recommend funding for 
vulnerable groups such as the elderly 
or physically or mentally disabled. 

‘Grants of 60 per cent of current 
funding were made available 
to vulnerable groups where no 
alternative was available and 30 per 
cent where alternatives are available.’

The budget was reduced by £451,035 
– from £726,035 to £275,000.

The decision to slash the services 
was taken by the 16-member 
executive committee of Argyll and 
Bute Council. 

Argyll First’s Councillor Donald 
Kelly said: ‘This decision should have 
been brought before whole council. A 
big decision has been swept under the 
carpet.’  

Acting council leader Ellen Morton 
said: ‘There was simply not enough 
time to take this decision to the whole 
council.’

A request made by Citylink and 
HITRANS to provide a service 
between Campbeltown and Glasgow 
costing £20,000 was given the go 
ahead. Three commuter services on 
the same route lost out on funding as 
the new service comes into force.

For a full list visit of bus services 
affected visit www.obantimes.co.uk.

community council and chairman 
of NHS Highland’s Public 
Partnership Forum, said: ‘As far 
as I understand the redesign of 
the hospital will only generate 
about half that is needed, so they 

‘The cut from four wards to 
three will not generate all the 
savings that the hospital needs 
to make. Nobody has been made 
redundant, the savings have been 
made through natural wastage.

‘One of the biggest costs in 
Argyll is providing out-of-hours 
cover.  It costs as much here as 
for the whole of Glasgow.’

Elected member Neil Mackay 
said: ‘While I understand that 
nobody has been made redundant, 
staff have been displaced.

‘The word you’re looking for is 
‘disgrace’.

‘If this redesign had come to the 
Local Area Community Planning 
Group, we all would have had a 
chance to discuss it.  

‘There has been no community 
input.’

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre 
said: ‘I’m really disappointed 
in what I’m hearing here.  This 
hospital is going backwards and 
we’re right to question where 
we’re going here.

‘If this hospital is to bear the 
brunt of the cuts we need to talk 
about it.’

Mr McCuish said: ‘Let’s stop 
it now and go back to square one 
– and lets do it right.’

The community council agreed 
to invite locality manager of 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles, David 
Whiteoak, to its next meeting 
to discuss local healthcare 
provision.

Community council hits out 
at decision-making process

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

The redesign of 
the hospital will 
only generate 
about half that is 
needed, so they 
still have to find 
savings.
Duncan Martin.
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SKYE • INVERIE
SAT APRIL 30 Leave 12noon back 7.30pm
Visit Armadale £23 SC £21 or Inverie £25 SC £23  

ISLE of STAFFA
MONDAY MAY 2 Leave 12noon back 6.15pm 
Visit the Isle of Staffa £25 SC £23

sailing from TOBERMORY Pier

MULL • SKYE • INVERIE
SATURDAY APRIL 30 
Leave 10am back 9.30pm
Visit Tobermory £19.95 SC £17.95; view the majestic 
Cuillin Hills on arrival at Armadale £35 SC £31 or stay 
aboard for the cruise to Inverie  £37 SC £35 

ISLE of COLL
SUNDAY MAY 1 Leave 10am back 8pm
Visit the Isle of Coll £35 SC £31 or stay aboard and enjoy 
a cruise of the Island’s coast £37 SC £35   

ISLE of STAFFA
MONDAY MAY 2 Leave 10am back 8pm
Visit Tobermory £19.95 SC £17.95 or stay aboard and 
visit the Isle of Staffa - see world famous Fingal’s Cave! 
£37 SC £35
MULL of KINTYRE via CORRYVRECKAN
TUESDAY MAY 3 Leave 9am back 7pm
Steam past the Isles of the Sea & the famous Corryvreck-
an Whirlpool - view the islands of Jura, Islay & Gigha – and 
sail round the Mull of Kintyre to Campbeltown where you 
join your coach for the return journey to Oban £25 SC £21

sailing from OBAN North Pier

Step Aboard Waverley
for a Great Day Out!

To book call 0845 130 4647 or Book Online
www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk

4 DAYS ONLY!

Rev Bob Shepton takes the wheel abord his yacht Dodo’s Delight, with Nico Favresse, as they sail down the Torssukatak in south 
Greenland.

Expedition to Greenland earns    
top award for Appin adventurer
Retired chaplain headed to 
uncharted territory in Arctic

REPORT
by EUAN PATERSON

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

A 76-YEAR-old Appin adven-
turer has won an international 
award after his team became 

mountainous routes in Arctic 
Greenland.

Rev Bob Shepton, a retired 
school chaplain, was in Chamo-
nix, France, and Courmayeur, 
Italy, last Friday and Saturday 
respectively, to pick up a Piolets 
d’Or, arguably the most prestig-
ious mountaineering award in 
the world.

Bob took four world-class 
climbers with him to Greenland 
on board his 33-foot Westerly 
yacht Dodo’s Delight between 
June and September last year 
for the trailblazing expedition. 

In total, the team conquered 
and named nine new major 

Hanging around: The climbers in their portaledge - hanging tent.

rock routes on the west and south 
coasts of Greenland.

Bob said: ‘It was to my great 
surprise that we won this award. 
What I believe intrigued the jury 
was sailing in order to climb. 

including being able to climb in 
two areas, 850 miles apart, and 
then sail back across the Atlan-
tic. 

‘It was my 13th Atlantic cross-
ing, and we arrived back in Oban 
in a full gale.’

The toughest route the group 
conquered was an 850-metre 
mountain Bob had sailed past 
before and had named ‘The 

Impossible Wall’, as no-one had 
been willing to climb it. 

However, his 2010 team made 
the route possible by reaching the 
summit after 10 days of sustained 
climbing. Bad weather halted 
their progress for three days but 
the team of climbers, who Bob 
nicknamed The Wild Bunch, had 
a unique way of passing the time.  

Bob explained: ‘I had my eye 
on that route for years but never 
had a team strong enough, or 
willing to take it on. In climbing 
terms the grade was E7 and the 
team had 19 sustained pitches of 
extreme climbing.

‘For three of the days the boys 
were sitting in their portaledges - 
hanging tents - suspended on the 
wall because of bad weather, and 
wiled away the time playing their 
musical instruments, which they 
had included in their haul bags up 
the wall. They just sat there and 
composed a few tunes. I only sing 
along.’

Bob’s team consisted of 
Belgian brothers Nico and Oli 
Favresse, another Belgian Sean 
Villaneuva and American Ben 
Ditto. 

They took their instruments 
to the award ceremonies, play-
ing for the guests and also in 
Courmayeur town square.

Bob was persuaded to attempt 
one of the climbs by his younger 
team-mates and although he 
completed it, his mood at the 
summit has been immortalised 

in the name he gave the moun-
tain: ‘Never Again’. 

‘I was glad I did it but it was 
too hard and too long for an old 
man,’ he told The Oban Times.
‘But doing these expeditions at 
my age is probably my claim to 
fame.

‘I had not met the team before 
I met up with them in Greenland 
and they were wondering what 
it was going to be like with a 
76-year-old minister and I was 
wondering what it would be 

like with this wild bunch but 
we gelled very well and it was 
probably my most enjoyable 
expedition. 

‘In fact, Nico told me it was 
the greatest adventure of his 
life, so far.’

Bob, who came to Appin 
in 1992, has taken part in six 
expeditions to Arctic Greenland 
and Canada and his teams have 

on mountains there. 
He has written guide books for 

coastal cliffs around the south 
coast of England and has won 
various climbing awards. 

On his retirement as chaplain 
of Kingham Hill School, in 
Oxfordshire, he took some of 
his school’s pupils on a round-
the-world sailing trip.

Earlier, between 1977 and 
1980, Bob was chief instructor 
at Carnoch Outdoor Centre, in 
Glencoe, and his wife Kate was 
district nurse for Glencoe and 
Ballachulish.

It was to my 
great suprise 
that we won this 
award. What 
intrigued the 
jury was sailing 
to climb.
Bob Shepton

A procession of parents, pupils and nursery children take part in the walk through Taynuilt. 15_t17norgrove01

THE PATTER of tiny feet was heard in 
Taynuilt last Tuesday when nursery children 
and primary one and two pupils took part in a 
sponsored walk through the village. 

The walk, from Taynuilt Primary School 

to Airds Bay, was held to raise money 
and awareness for the Linda Norgrove 
Foundation, established by the aid worker’s 
family following her death in Afghanistan. 

The walk was organised by Linda’s sister, 

two sons took part in the sponsored event. 
Auction

Fundraising continues this Saturday with an 
auction at Connel Village Hall from 1.30pm.

Best foot forward for Linda Norgrove Foundation

Island township
to mark 100 years
CEÒLAS – the South Uist-based 
music and dance summer school 
– is to hold a special conference 
in July as part of the Scotland’s 
Islands celebrations.

Gèirinis an Oir (Golden Ger-
inish) will mark the centenary 
of the establishment of Gerinish 
township, the title taken from an 
apocryphal tale about how the 
settlement is home to a hidden 
pot of gold yet to be discovered 
by a person whose name is 
known – but whose arrival is still 
awaited.

Gèirinis an Oir gets underway 
on Sunday July 24 at 3pm with 
an outdoor Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Joseph Toal at Garry-

Catholic Church in Uist after the 
Reformation.   

Iochdar School at 5pm, Dr Mary 
Low will talk on Celtic spiritual-
ity and give a demonstration on 
making St Bride crosses - an 
ancient tradition to ward off evil 
in farming communities. 

Mary is living in Gerinish 
while studying at Lews Castle 
College.

At the evening event popular 
broadcaster Jo MacDonald will 
share snippets of voices from 
Gerinish recorded over the past 
60 years and demonstrate the 
township’s valuable contribution 
to national collections and the 
recordings.  

Struggle
On Monday morning, using 

information from South Uist 
Estate records, Mary Bremner 
will explore how the township 
became populated, outlining the 
movement of families and the 
struggle for land in the 1900s. 

Father Michael MacDonald 

studying the baptismal and par-
ish records of the area, providing 
a real insight into life in the north 
end of South Uist at that time.

The afternoon will feature an 
excursion around Gerinish and 
surrounding area to illustrate 
how it has changed over time 

sons, world famous pipers Fred 
Morrison and Donald MacPhee, 
will entertain in the evening. 

Tuesday will feature Donald 
MacKenzie from the rocket 

range talking on the base’s 
impact on the local community 
over the years and a discussion 
on Gerinish School and its his-
tory from 1909 to 1989.    

Anne MacLellan, the local 

environmental biodiversity in 
the afternoon before the grand 
ceilidh dance in the evening. 
Morag MacDonald will host the 
ceilidh and Gerinish lad Tom 
Sloss will be remembered. 

An exhibition of photographs 
and artefacts depicting life in 
Gerinish over the past 100 years 
will be prepared in advance 
and launched at the South Uist 
Agricultural Show on Saturday 
July 23. 

Any photographs or material 
would be gratefully received for 
the exhibition. 

Copies can be made and origi-
nals returned.

This project is supported by 
Scotland’s Islands, Creative 
Scotland, Bord na Gaidhlig and 
CNE-Siar. For further informa-
tion contact Mary Schmoller at 
info@ceolas.co.uk or on 01878 
700154.

Fiona Middleton with a rescued seal.

Seals’ plight highlighted    
at international conference
AN ANIMAL welfare 
campaigner, and author, from 
Islay is telling an international 
conference on marine mammal 
persecution about the plight of 
seals in Scotland. 

Fiona Middleton has featured in 
numerous global television shows 
which have shown her playing her 
violin and singing to an audience 
of wild seals near her home in 
Kildalton. 

These images have captivated 
a world-wide audience and her 
book Seal has been published in 
several languages and a CD of 
her songs, Today the Seals, has 
been sold in many countries. 

Other books have been written 
about her and a Hollywood 
producer intends making a 

protecting seals. 
Address

Known around the world 
as Fiona of the Seals, she is 
currently in Israel to address the 
conference hosted in the ancient 
seaport of Jaffa by the Israeli and 
Eastern Mediterranean Marine 
Mammal Society. 

The conference is being 
sponsored by the Israeli 

Government through the Tel 
Aviv Municipality and the Jaffa 

out on Wednesday Fiona said: 
‘The conference is to highlight 
the plight of seals, whales, 
dolphins and other marine 
mammals which are persecuted, 

exploited and killed in our 
oceans. I hope that by telling 
delegates about how more than 
1,000 seals are to be legally shot 
in Scotland this year it will help 
put international pressure on the 
incoming Scottish Government 
to stop the slaughter.’

No reason to change police 
set up, say council leaders
THERE is no reason to change the 
way Argyll and Bute is policed, 
according to senior councillors.

Accepting some amalgamation 
was to take place, members of the 
Argyll and Bute Council executive 
committee said they did not want 
to join the Highland force or indeed 
have much changed to Strathclyde’s 
model.

Sally Loudon, the council’s chief 
executive, said a meeting of council 
leaders had expressed concerns about 
the appointment of a chief constable 
to a single police force for the whole 
of Scotland.

She had already  recommended the 
Strathclyde model continue.

Mrs Louden said she believed the 
Scottish justice minister was listening 

as he seemed to be changing his mind 
about the idea of a single force.

Deputy leader Councillor Ellen 
Morton said members should tell 
the government that the Strathclyde 
model was good and although it was 
understood that changes must be 
made to the rationalisation of back 

it to change. 
Fit for purpose

purpose, she said.
Lochgilphead councillor Donnie 

MacMillan outlined concerns of local 
accountability if there was a single 
chief constable in charge of one force. 

without input from all authorities we 
may miss out.’

Lights switch-off to 
save cash is discounted
SWITCHING off street lights in a 
bid to save money is not an option for 
Argyll and Bute Council.

Responding to a cost saving idea 
made by Oban businessmen, leaders 
of the authority said the measure may 
compromise public safety.

A letter to The Oban Times said 
that an option for the council could 
be to switch off ‘unnecessary street 
lighting in villages and road sides’ 
which would bring a saving of more 

Experimented
However, an Argyll and Bute 

Council spokeswoman said: ‘The 
council is not considering switching 

off street lighting in order to save 
money. Some councils in England 
experimented with switching off, 
with little positive effect.  

Efficient
‘Our lighting experts believe that 

is to invest in modern technology,’ 
she added.  

‘The council is set to install some 
LED lighting, and to introduce a 
street light dimming scheme over 
the next year, as part of our capital 
programme.  

‘This will reduce our energy costs 
and our carbon emissions without 
compromising public safety.’

Work to improve quality of Oban’s drinking water set to start
SCOTTISH Water says it will attempt to minimise 
disruption to Oban customers during a two-week 
project to improve drinking water quality the town.

The work, which will begin on May 9 and be 

carried out by Corrie Construction of Fort William, 
is to replace several broken valves in the network 

the north of Oban.
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Oban road
upgrade looks to 
have stalled again
THE PROPOSED upgrade of 
the road through Oban may have 
stalled yet again.

Despite Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre, Argyll and Bute 
Council’s spokesman for 
transport and infrastructure, 
writing to the Scottish 
government in mid-March, he 
has still not had an answer from 
Transport Scotland telling him 
when the work will be carried 
out.

In a report to the council’s 
executive committee, he said: 
‘Despite the project being 
approved in 2005 it may have 
to be delayed again because of 

‘The Scottish government has 
reduced expenditure in transport 
less than many other sectors 
however budgets for minor truck 
road schemes such as the one in 
Oban have been reduced from 
£50 million to £24 million and 
this could impact on the Argyll 
and Bute trunk road network.’

A spokesman for Transport 
Scotland said: ‘The Oban scheme 
remains in the programme and 
will be considered together 
with competing priorities and 
available budgets.

‘The condition of the A85 
in Oban will continue to be 
monitored and maintained in a 
safe and serviceable condition as 
part our routine maintenance of 
the strategic network.’

Not jumping gun 
on new isles plane
THE CHAIRWOMAN of 
Castlebay and Vatersay 
Community Council is 
refusing to celebrate a Scottish 
government announcement that 
it will buy a new plane to serve 
the islands.

Barra’s Karen MacLean said 
she is reserving judgement 
until pen is put to paper, with 
islanders having fought for nine 
years for the government to buy 
a new Twin Otter craft for the 
run.

She said: ‘It’s been nine years 
and we still don’t have anything 
on paper.  There’s no solid 
commitment. I’ll only be happy 
when something is signed.’

Magnus picked for 
Scotland squad
RUGBY player Magnus 
Bradbury has made the Scotland 
under-17 squad to play France 
this weekend.

The 15-year-old played in 
victories over against England 
Blues (38-10) and England Reds 
(35-0) in the recent Wellington 
Cup. The Oban Lorne second 
row said: ‘This standard is a 
huge step up from club rugby 
because you are hitting into 
bigger, stronger and faster guys.’

Magnus was almost resigned 
to missing out on the squad 
this season after dislocating his 
thumb while playing for Argyll 
and Bute. 

The injury put him out of 
contention for Scotland training 
but the combination of a speedy 
recovery and an injury to another 
player in a similar position 
allowed him back into the fold.

Top ten finish        
for Connel biker
CONNEL motorcyclist John 
McPhee pulled out all the stops 
on an under-performing bike 

round of the CEV Buckler 
Spanish 125GP Championship 
in Jerez.

The Racing Steps Foundation-
backed KRP rider, who has 

full season in the series, was on 
the top of his game in the 16-lap 
race climbing from 14th on the 
grid to take a well-deserved 

The 16-year-old came round 

and with two laps to go John 
pulled out his two quickest laps 
of the race to snatch valuable 
championship points. John 
said: ‘We were down on power 
all weekend due to ignition 

10 and score points was okay.’

The May family say hello to the clan’s newest member, Daniel, who arrived in the bathroom last Tuesday – three days early. 15_t17may1

Baby Daniel’s unexpected arrival
THE MIDWIFE was three years 
old, the maternity ward was the 
bathroom, and the husband? 
Well, he was being interviewed 
by The Oban Times.

So to say the arrival of Colin 
and Lynne May’s seventh child, 
Daniel, last Tuesday was unex-
pected is an understatement.

Thankfully, Daniel arrived 
safe and well, despite the mid-
wife, Callan, refusing to attend 
immediately as he was watching 
Pippin on the television.

The proud parents say they’re 
still in shock but are delighted 
with how things turned out.

Colin, who had to rush away 

from an interview at the Albany 
-

ing news over his radio, said: 
‘Lynne was three days early. 
There was no pattern to her con-
tractions so she just thought she 
was feeling sick and had caught 
a bug or something. That’s the 
only reason she went to the 
toilet.

‘Then she realised what was 
happening and she shouted on 
our youngest, Callan, to bring 
through her phone. He said ‘not 
now mummy, I’m watching 
Pippin’.

‘She asked again a bit later and 
he said ‘in a minute, Auntie Ma-

did bring the phone, Daniel had 
arrived and his words were ‘Oh, 
the baby’s comed’.’

Colin joked that it’s never been 
easier. 

He said: ‘It was perfect for 
me, like a Carlsberg birth. I get 
home and everything is done 
and there’s no stress for me. The 
only thing that would have made 
it more perfect is if the football 
had been on!’

Lynne said: ‘My last labour 
was three days long so I expected 
it to go along the same lines this 
time.  I never, ever imagined it 
would be so quick.

‘I’ve never been so glad to see 
two people as I did when the 
midwives arrived, so I really 
have to thank Fiona and Jackie, 
who arrived on the day, and 
Elayne, who was my named 
midwife and looked after me 
throughout.’

Daniel now joins the fam-

Lewis, Emma, 11, twins Lauren 
and Jessica, 14, and 19-year-old 
Jamie.

So, are Colin and Lynne plan-
ning to have any more children?

‘That’s our last one,’ said 
Colin. ‘But we said that two 
children ago.’

Funding axe 
sinks Jura 
ferry service

COULD debate over the 
administration of Oban’s Common 
Good Fund be at an end?

Following recent concerns, 
councillor Neil Mackay presented 
the town’s community council with a 
minute from a Common Good Fund 
meeting in May 2006. The minutes 
show that the community council 
had agreed with the local authority’s 
position that, legally, it (Argyll 

and Bute) must be responsible for 
the fund and that minutes of each 
meeting of the fund would be shared 
with the community council as a 
matter of course, backdated three 
years. 

A liaison meeting was agreed to 
be held with representatives of the 
community council and the fund 
in March 2007. Mr Mackay was a 
member of the community council at 

the time and had posed the question 
of membership to the council’s then 
head of democratic services and 
governance, Charles Reppke.

Neil said: ‘Obviously at that time 
there had been some concerns raised 
at the community council regarding 
certain things about the fund; the 
minute shows information regarding 
grants towards the upgrade of the 
airport and work at Pennyfuir 

Cemetery. At the time, I asked the 
question about membership of the 
common good fund. 

‘I bring this up now because it was 
addressed then.

response then and I hope that clears 
up a few things.’

The community council is to 
discuss the matter further at their 
next meeting on May 23.

‘Local authority in charge of Common Good Fund’

Louise MacDonald, surrounded by the Easter eggs she handed out 
to kids in Yorkhill on Sunday. 

OBAN girl Louise MacDonald 
has shown she’s got a heart 
of gold after handing out 70 
chocolate eggs to sick kids at 
Yorkhill’s Schiehallion ward on 
Easter Sunday.

Louise bought 60 of the eggs 
herself - with a further 10 
donated by Nicola Robertson, 
who works at Tesco – and 
dressed up the Easter bunny to 
bring seasonal cheer to the ward.

The bubbly 12-year-old 
wanted to make the donation 
after spending time in the 
ward as part of treatment for 

condition that causes tumour 
growth across the body and most 
recently caused a tumour to 
grow on her optic nerve.

Mum Marliese said: ‘Louise 
dressed up as a rabbit complete 
with face paint and handed out 
the eggs to the kids. 

‘There was quite a few left over 
though so she wrote some names 
on some of the eggs and asked 
for the rest to be handed to other 

children throughout the hospital. 
‘She actually bought the eggs 

herself, and Nicola donated 

why Louise was buying them.
‘It was a great day, good 

fun and everyone enjoyed 
themselves.’

Last year, consultants decided 
to embark on a period of 
chemotherapy after Louise’s 
vision started to deteriorate. 
However, her body did not take 
to the drugs well and she lost 
17lbs in just two weeks.

Monitored
Chemo is still on hold as the 

tumour has, for the moment, 
stopped growing, although it is 
being closely monitored.

Marliese said: ‘It says a lot 
about Louise that she’s still 
thinking about others while she’s 
got all this going on around her.’

True to form, Louise is already 
planning to hold a fundraiser in 
Oban for Yorkhill, and hopes 
to announce something in the 
coming months.

Easter bunny’s 
treats for sick kids

AN EIGHTY-year-old man, 
who sustained serious head and 
chest injuries after a two-vehicle 
collision in Mid Argyll, remains 
in hospital.

The man, who has not been 
named, is said to be stable in the 

after he was transferred from 
Paisley’s Royal Alexandra 
Hospital.

The man, from the Glasgow 
area, was travelling on the A83, 
Inveraray to Glasgow road when 
his Honda Civic collided with a 
lorry at 2.40pm last Friday, half 
a mile from Butterbridge.

Wreckage
The pensioner was cut from 

airlifted to the Royal Alexandra.
A 16-year-old passenger in 

the car suffered minor cuts and 
bruises, whilst the 30-year-old 
male driver of the lorry suffered 
a suspected broken ankle. 

The passenger of the lorry was 
not injured.

Police closed the road for six 
hours on Friday evening to carry 
out a full examination of the 
scene. 

Diversions were put in place.

Pensioner in hospital after collision

Lady Evelyn
A LAST minute repair has res-
cued the Lady Evelyn from the 
scrap heap after the legs holding 
it level collapsed last week.

was set to be moved away from 
Oban’s North Pier when one of 
the telegraph poles designed to 
hold the boat level split, causing 
it to crash into the ground.

As a result, the boat was un-

Grier feared he was back to 
square one. He even considered 
scrapping the seemingly cursed 
vessel but after three days of 
intense labour, the Lady Evelyn 

However, damage was such that 
plans to move it from the North 

Pier have had to be postponed 
into next month.

Derek, who took ownership of 
the abandoned boat in October 

upright, but it took three days to 
get it sorted. 

‘Thankfully, it’s back to a state 
we can work on. We’ve been do-
ing a lot of work to make it look 

a lot better. I’ve painted one side 
and the rust has all been scoured 
off the wheelhouse.’ 

A new H-beam has been 
welded to the boat to ensure a 
steady platform from which to 
work, a move that has taken the 
cost of the project up to £2,000, 
but now sees the boat sit entirely 
upright.

AN OBAN man who has spent 
years stealing to fund his addic-
tion has been placed on a Drug 
Treatment and Testing Order 
(DDTO) for 18 months.

Derek Darrah, aged 34, c/o 29 
Rhuvaal Road, Oban, pled guilty 

to stealing an Ipod Nano from an 

on December 31 last year and 
being in possession of diazepam, 
a class C drug, on Soroba Road 
on January 1 this year.

Defence agent George Seaton 

said Darrah had ‘a clear need for 
professional support’ in tackling 
his addiction. 

Sentencing, Sheriff Douglas 

chance you will ever get to get off 
drugs.’

Addict placed on drug treatment order

PLANS for a sweetie shop on 
Mull look to have come to a 
sticky end.

The confectionery store, which 
was due to open on Main Street, 
Tobermory, has been told it 
would break the terms of its lease 
if it was to sell traditional sweets 
as they would be considered as 
groceries by a former owner.

A clause put into the contract 
when the former Co-op 
supermarket building was sold 
does not allow any business to 
come into the village and set up 
in competition to them.

But the decision is causing 
many to pull their hair out.

Louise Harrowsmith, who 
came up with the plans for the 
sweet shop, said: ‘We sent the 
lease through to our solicitor and 

in the meantime we were busy 
ordering shelving, shop counters 
and decorating the premises, at 
some considerable expense.’

The couple’s solicitor looked at 
the lease for the building and the 
problem came to light.  

Louise continued: ‘The Co-op 
group owned the shop some 
time ago and when they sold it 
on, they burdened it such that it 
could never be used for the sale of 
groceries or alcohol.  

‘Our solicitor advised that it 
was quite a straightforward legal 
procedure to request a Minute 
of Waiver from the Co-op to 
unburden the property,’ she 
added.

Louise said this would have 
allowed the couple to sell sweets, 
but the Co-op’s solicitor refused. 

‘Locals are up in arms about 
this, not least because the Co-op 
has a monopoly in Tobermory, 
pretty much, on the sale of 
groceries.  

‘We were only intending to do 
a confectionery shop, selling the 
sweets in the traditional way, 
out of jars into small paper bags 
- hardly a threat to the Co-op.’

A spokeswoman for the Co-

that we have been approached 
with a request for a Minute of 
Waiver on 11A Main Street, 
Tobermory, and we are reviewing 
our situation on this matter. 

‘We expect to complete our 
investigations with regards to 
this property in the next ten days, 
and will provide a response to the 
occupier as soon as possible.’

Sticky end for Mull sweet shop plans

AN AWARD winning passenger 
ferry service between Jura and 
the mainland has been sunk after 
funding was cut by Argyll and 
Bute Council.

The seasonal service between 
the island and Tayvallich carried 
more than 2,000 passengers a year 
straight onto the mainland rather 
than travelling across to Islay to 
make it onto the mainland.

Douglas Hendry, executive 
director of customer services, 
said the service cost in the region 
of £196,000 over the three years it 
had been in existence - a subsidy 
of £22.49 for every passenger.  

Islay-based representative 
Councillor Robin Currie claimed 

-

He said: ‘It is an extremely sad 
day. If the service stops even just 
for one year it will never start 
again.

‘If I had more energy I would 

it is wrong.
‘Jura is a very vulnerable 

island. When this service came in 
people could arrive in Edinburgh 
by lunchtime. Now they will 
arrive in Kennacraig, on Islay, at 
lunchtime.

‘If Jura is not vulnerable then 
what is? To get food and house-
hold essentials you are looking 
at £20 before you even begin 
shopping. 

‘The council gave this service a 
gold award, how can they now be 
considering cutting it. Every ferry 
service needs money. Taking this 
service away is folding a life and 
an economy. The council should 
reconsider this because of this 
very special nature of this item.’ 

Councillor Bruce Marshall 
disagreed: ‘This service is an on-
going drain on resources. This is 
only a seasonal service. Are these 
people being victimised through 
the winter months as well? This 

is not a huge amount of money. 

service?’
Acting council leader Ellen 

Morton said: ‘There are issues 
about this Jura ferry as they have 
been given one sum and they have 
come back and asked for more 
monies every single year. The 
council is no longer in a position 
to do this.’

Councillors agreed to meet 
with the ferry operator and island 
community to look at a way of 
providing a service.

Islanders were not so hopeful of 
saving the service. Fiona Walton, 
secretary of Jura Community 
Council, said: ‘People feel that 
the cut in funding will be the end 
of the service.

‘The ferry has had a positive on 
the island. We are worried about 
the negative effect on people 
coming to the island.

‘Certainly students were able to 
use the service to come home at 
weekends and get almost an extra 
half day on a Sunday before they 
had to leave.

‘Temporary arrangements to 
replace the ferry service are 
already being considered.’

Fury as award-winning link 
falls victim to council cuts

REPORT
by LOUISE LEE

llee@obantimes.co.uk

If the service 
stops for just one 
year, it will never 
start again.
Robin Currie

bepartofbetter.net

Your local SNP candidate

Alex Salmond for First Minister
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AN OPEN air market will soon 
be setting up stall in Oban’s 
Station Square after Argyll and 
Bute councillors approved a 
market trader’s licence.

for the three-day market and 
councillors have sought assur-

with the surrounding shops.
Councillor Neil Mackay argued 

any market should be held in the 

School building. 
However the applicant had 

discussed that option with 
traders who were not keen to 
come back to the town on that 
basis.

Councillor Rory Colville said 
he did not want any venture 

successful farmers markets’ held 
in Benderloch and Ardfern.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 

and the increased footfall will be 
good for the town for the three 
days it is here.’

Open market gains 
licence for Oban

Drug dog to patrol 
Mull ferry link
patrol on the Oban - Craignure 
ferry during the period of the 
annual Mull Music Festival.

Plans of the festival have been 
made well in advance after a 
poor public perception of the 
event in the past.

recieved reports of people urinat-
ing in the street, however, island 
councillor Mary-Jean Devon has 
ensured Aros Hall toilets will be 
open and available during this 
year’s event. 

A PLANNED extension of 
Pennyfuir Cemetery, in Oban, 
has been approved by  the local 
authority’s planning department.

have been ongoing since 2007, 

out’. With two areas of graveyard  
extension and a car park in the 

cemetery site has been removed. 
Councillor Roddy McCuish 

said he supported the application 
as it was sorely needed and that 
Pennyfuir Cemetery was one of 
the best kept in Argyll. 

Extension to 
Pennyfuir agreed

given the go-ahead from Argyll 
and Bute Council to demolish 
the now derelict Argyll Hotel on 
Oban’s Esplanade.

However, the plan to replace 
the decaying Category C listed 

eyesore’, with a state-of-the art 
hotel complex will have to meet 
stringent conditions including 
developers having a contract in 
place for the erection of the new 
building before demolition com-
mences.

Oban councillor Roddy 
McCuish told the planning, 
protective services and licensing 

foundations - it is falling down on 
a daily basis. I understand your 
arguments for the conditions but 
in a couple of months it could be 
a gap site anyway.’

Planning chief Angus Gilmour 

vacant for 10 years. It has taken 
a lot of time, dialogue and work 
to arrive at this point. Despite 
there being some objection by us 
to the proposal, the strong feeling 
of the local community has been 
brought to our attention.

viable. Demolition and a new 
build will bring wider economic 

However, Mr Gilmour pointed 
out Historic Scotland were not 
convinced that the building 
could not be saved. Any decision 
taken by the council still had to 
go through Historic Scotland’s 
procedure - and may be called 
in by Scottish government min-
isters.  

might be a nice solution to pre-
serve the building we have taken 
the pragmatic view that, in terms 

of an economic solution, it is not 
a practical decision.’

Councillor Neil Mackay agreed 
that the building had deteriorated 
rapidly, but understood that His-
toric Scotland may hold up the 
process if the condition was not 
in place. 

be restrictive to the demolition 
and no one wants to see that. But 
at the same time we do not want 
to get this application before us 
again if it fails tests put on it by 
Historic Scotland and the Scot-
tish government.’  

‘Outstanding’ new design
Councillor James MacQueen 

raised concerns about the current 
state of building. 

you can.’

right message for the developer. 
If he is serious about developing 
the site then he will make sure it 
comes down.’

A contemporary design was 
then approved for the building 
with Islay councillor Robin Cur-
rie commenting that he felt the 

Concerns raised by councillor 
Neil Mackay over access were 
also made a condition of the ap-
plication. 

Opinion on the streets of Oban 
this week suggested that the 
decision to demolish is a popular 
one, with Historic Scotland be-

ing urged to grant approval for 
operations to begin as soon as 
possible.

Colin Campbell from Oban 

council have made the decision to 
take the building down. Now all 
we need is for Historic Scotland 
to agree.

this building should be saved. 
It never felt particularly safe. I 
remember once my friend falling 

a large lorry when by.

represent the Oban of the future 
– modern and well-designed.’

Simon MacIntosh, from Falkirk, 

you see when you park in the 
town centre car park is the view 
across Kerrera to Mull – one of 

Hotel.

building will be an absolutely 
incredible asset to the town. 

of the local area could be included 
in it.’ 

Sheila Williams from Mid Ar-

the building will be taken down 
and then a gap site will be left.

have made it a condition of the 
planning that the contractor has 
to be in place before the building 
is taken down. It will be a bit of a 
shame if the building is not down 
for the 200th anniversary of the 
town if Historic Scotland drag 
their heels in giving permission.’

Developers Alan and Calum 
MacLeod said they were pleased 

planning application. 

Oban seafront 
‘eyesore’  to 
be demolished
Developers get green light to built 
town’s first new hotel in almost 50 years

AN OBAN man who pushed his victim 
through a shop window during a violent 
assault has been sentenced to 12 months 
probation.

Street, Oban admitted attacking a man, 
pushing him through a window and repeat-
edly punching him, on June 22 last year, 
when he appeared before Oban Sheriff 
Court last week.

Procurator Fiscal David Glancy said: 

on a busy street; it did not last long but was 
ferocious.’

put this man through the window.’
In sentencing Kelly to probation, 160 

hours of community service and a com-
pensation order of £250 Sheriff Douglas 
Small said he accepted that there was a 
considerable degree of provocation.

Kelly also pled guilty to possessing 
diazepam, a class C drug, whilst on bail 
on March 3, 2011. Having spent 47 days 
on remand Kelly was admonished on this 
charge. Facing a third charge of stealing a 
knife from a property on Stevenson Street 
on January 31, this year whilst on bail, 

the court heard he took the kitchen knife 
without the owner’s knowledge.

Attacker on probation     
after  ‘ferocious’ assault

had their jobs saved until 2012.
In the meantime Argyll and 

Bute Council is preparing a 
business case to make them 
employees of the authority.

Sandy Mactaggart, head of 

to look at the business case for 
these posts.

have responsibiltiy under law to 
control parking. 

on taking over these posts as it 
has to take the whole  view of 
how we plan for parking. 

making money, it is about 

in town centres and how we deal 

Traffic warden    
jobs saved

Strip the Willow
in the world will be attempted in 
Oban on Saturday, July 16.

go ahead – which would mean 

required to dance in the town 
centre.

Organisers are hoping to attract 
a celebrity to start the dancing. 

More than 40 accordionists and 
other musicians are being sought 
to provide the music for the 
once-in-a-lifetime event.

be followed by a massed choir 
hosting a sing-song on the North 
Pier before the launching of 200 
lanterns into the night sky.

dance record was last set at the 
Millennium celebrations in 
Edinburgh.

Sponsorship of the Oban event 
is now being sought. 

For more details contact 
thebigstrip@gmail.com

Oban to dance to 
a Strip the Willow 
world record

Get it down as 
soon as you can.
Councillor
James MacQueen

-
ism summit is being hotly contested by 
councillors.

over before members angled to attract 
the next conference to their home 
towns.

Councillor Bruce Marshall encour-
aged planners to hold the next meeting 
to be in Dunoon due to its marina. 
Councillor Anne Horn said the next 

equi-distant from the Cowal penisular 

and the rest of the area, while Council-
lor Morton said the venue should be 
Helensburgh.

industry, whether other councillors like 
it or not,’ said Ellen Morton. She was 
convinced that the tourism summit was 
held in the correct place. 

Successful

one which is a indication of how suc-
cessful this work is.’

Councillor Morton praised Councillor 

Neil Mackay for his work, saying the 
only complaint is that it was not held in 
Helensburgh.

the choice of the Scottish Labour Party 
and the Royal National Mod and it has 
a great infrastructure in place to host 
the conference.

because of the hard work of many 
different staff and outside bodies and 
volunteers - I thank them all for their 
hard work’

OBAN Photographic Club and H2O held 

Oban last week. 
At stake was a trophy kindly donated 

by John Douglas who has been an active 
member of the photographic club for about 
50 years. 

Each club presented 40 images for Frank 
Walton, who before his retiral owned a 
camera shop in the town, to judge. Frank 

task as the standard of the photography 
was extremely high. He then award marks 
and give a short criticism of each image. 

While the marks were being added up, 
Ewen Munro, of H2O, gave a very interest-
ing presentation showing what members of 

H2O had done in the last year. 
-

graphic club had won by a small margin. 
John Douglas presented the trophy to 

Stephen Lawson, vice-president of the 
Oban Photographic Club. 

Cameron Harris of Highland Photos 
presented Hazel Cruickshanks with a copy 
of a digital processing programme, as she 
was the most consistent photographer in 

for a member of H2O, received vouchers 
from the photographic club to spend in 
Webster’s photographic shops. 

superb food supplied by both clubs.

Left to right: - Marion Tinny, Cameron Harris, Stephen Lawson, Frank Walton, John 
Douglas, Ewen Munro and Hazel Cruickshanks.

Oban has infrastructure in place to host the conference

It’s the 150th anniversary of The Oban Times this year and to 
celebrate we want you to design a special anniversary logo.

There are two categories, under 12s and under 16s.  An overall 
winner and a winner from each category will be chosen.  As well 
as prizes for the winners and their school, the logo will appear 
in The Oban Times for the rest of the year!

To enter, please send your design on an A4 sheet with your 
name, age, school and contact details to Oban Times Logo 
Competition, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB or by email to 
competitions@obantimes.co.uk by Monday May 9.

Advertorial
OBAN’S latest restaurant, The Olive 
Garden, is set to bring a taste of the 
Mediterranean to the town – with a 
Scottish twist.

Based in the former premises of Rascals at 
the Railway Pier, the restaurant’s new own-
ers, Colin and Joan Felgate, have put the 
emphasis on delivering an enjoyable and 
authentic dining experience, with meals 
served indoors and out to bring the Med 
dining experience straight to the Golden 
Gateway to the Isles.

providing a quality dining experience, 
and Colin and Joan have pulled out all 
the stops to bring in chefs from a top 

fare in town.
Using prime Argyll hill lamb and 

Aberdeen Angus steak beef, the menu is 
as tempting as it is diverse.  

On the savoury side of things, special 
pork meatballs and haggis is on offer, 

seafood. 
-

ranean meals on offer too, so whether 
you prefer a plate of anti-pasto complete 

or some of the chef’s home-made stuffed 

be nothing without something to wash it 

Garden has taken care to source premier 

Segafredo Italian coffee to complement 
the fully-stocked bar. Staff are also fully 
trained to make sure you order the best 
wine to complement your meal.

Don’t be afraid to bring the kids though, 

Olive Garden.  Special half-portions are 
available for the wee ones, and they’ll love 
the Soaves ice-creams, special ice-cream 
sundaes and knickerbockers, perfect to 
satisfy any sweet tooth, with ice-cream 

restaurant is as ideal as one can hope for, 
with the outdoor seats offering panoramic 
views of Oban Bay and the iconic 

And whether you are taking the family 
out for a treat, grabbing lunch with a 
friend or having a romantic meal for two, 
the restaurant has cosy corner tables, 
comfy padded booths and a big round 
family table that sits up to eight diners to 
suit all.

-

Check the Facebook page for informa-
tion and special offers, and keep your eyes 
peeled for the new lunch menu, coming 
soon.

BRAND 
NEW

MEDITERRANEAN
RESTAURANT

2 Railway Pier, Oban, Argyll

01631 570 347

NOW
  OPEN!
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www.esms.edin.sch.uk  

ERSKINE STEWART’S MELVILLE SCHOOLS
0131 311 1111  

admissions@esmgc.com
Merchant Company Education Board Schools 

Registered Charity No SC009747

Boarding in Edinburgh
For more information visit us at
Oban Caledonian Hotel, Oban
Thursday 5 May 2011 from 2-5pm
Our Schools’ boarding community is warm, friendly and offers 
exceptional value for money.  A wide range of extra curricular 
activities complements a challenging academic programme and 
ensures there is something for everyone.

Mystery of Jacobite 
warrant uncovered 
at Dunollie House

Mum jailed for continued 
breach of court orders
A YOUNG mother has been sentenced to 
four months in prison after failing to attend 
probation and undertake unpaid work.

In March 2010 Ailsa McNaughton, aged 20, 
of Room 4, Solas, Albany Street, Oban, was 
placed on probation and ordered to complete 
225 hours of community service by Sheriff 
Douglas Small after admitting supplying 
methadone to Robert MacDonald, a visitor to 
Oban, on October 10 2008. 

Mr MacDonald died the following day and 
a post mortem found the cause of death to 
be a combination of alcohol and methadone 
intoxication. 

However, McNaughton only completed 
24 of the 225 hours community service by 
March 30 this year and returned to Oban 
Sheriff Court from custody on Tuesday last 
week to be sentenced. 

She had failed to attend probation meetings 
on two occasions and three sessions of unpaid 
work between October and December last 
year.

The order had been continued once already, 
after she breached probation in July last year. 

In his plea of mitigation last Tuesday, defence 
agent Sandy Mitchell said McNaughton’s 
uncle in Yorkshire was prepared to take her 

in, severing her ties with her associates in 
Oban. He also said she had been ill on some 
of the dates libelled.

He added: ‘It is a lot to ask for a second 
chance against the background given here 
but through me she is asking for a second 
chance.’

He continued: ‘Her future life lies in front 
of her and she is on the threshold of starting 
again in a new environment if the court 
allows her.’

Sheriff Douglas Small said there had been 
too many breaches to allow the order to 
continue further.

He added: ‘I have listened to what has been 
said on your behalf. 

‘Nevertheless, I have no alternative but to 
impose a custodial sentence.

‘I don’t want to continue orders and set you 
up for a fall.

‘I hope that when you come out of prison 
you take up the offer from your uncle and set 
up a new life.’

Sheriff Small restricted the orders, meaning 
McNaughton will not have to serve the 
remainder of them once her prison sentence 
ends. Her prison sentence was backdated to 

Dunollie House curator Elaine 
McChesney with the 1715 

warrant apparently defaced 
by Iain Ciar, chief of the Clan 

MacDougall at the time.  
15_t17dunollie

Did clan chief deface conscription order?
A WARRANT demanding 
conscription against the 1715 
Jacobite Uprising, apparently 
defaced by Iain Ciar with the word 
‘Resolve,’ has been uncovered at 
Dunollie House.

The document was uncovered 
as part of work to turn the 1745 
house into an exhibition and 
archive centre, and has stirred up 
quite a bit of excitement.

If indeed written on by Iain Ciar, 
eldest son of Alan MacDougall 
and 22nd chief of the Clan 
MacDougall, it could be one of 

house that is giving up its secrets 
almost on a daily basis.

The warrant, dated August 
11, 1715, is signed by numerous 
nobles and clan chiefs in the 
district of ‘Argyle,’ but Ciar’s 
name is notably missing from the 
signatories.

The discovery of the warrant 

in an exciting two-hour spell as 
The Oban Times was in the house 

ongoing renovations.
It reads: ‘Which day convened 

within the Tolbooth of Inveraray 
the freeholder and other 
[unreadable] within the Shire of 
Argyle, particularly after named 
in Obedience to the circular 
Letters sent to them by the Justice 
Deput of Argyle, acquainting 
them of one invasion designed by 
the Pretender upon his Majesty’s 
Dominions and defying them to 
meet this day and place to consent 
proper measure for the service of 
the Government and securing the 
peace of the country.’

Curator of Dunollie House 
Elaine McChesney said: ‘I’m not 

of the document were or why it is 
here, but Iain Ciar was the Clan 
Chief at the time and a committed 
Jacobite.

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

‘The word ‘resolve’ is written 
on the back, and it could have 
been Iain. It’s too early to say at 
this moment.’

Other documents uncovered 

jotters on the history of the 
family, as written by Alexander 
MacDougall, and an Edinburgh 
newspaper, the Edinburgh 
Courant, ‘published by Authority’ 
on December 18, 1709.

Elaine said: ‘We’ve got 40 
boxes stuff full of things like 
this. It’s very exciting and we’re 
uncovering old secrets every day.

‘This document appears to be 
designed to sign people up against 
the Jacobites, but many were 
forced to sign it under duress.’

It is hoped that the documents 
will form part of a new archive 
within Dunollie House, when it 
opens to the public this spring.

I’m not sure 
what the full 
ramifications of 
the document 
were or why it is 
here.
Elaine McChesney.

Isles children are tops in 
the letter writing stakes
FIVE youngsters from the islands of Seil 
and Easdale have proved themselves to be 
amongst the best letter writers in the county. 

From an entry of hundreds of school children 
throughout Scotland, the island primary of 19 
children managed to win through in all the 
leading categories.

Runners up George Croft, Alan MacFadyen, 
Ethan Grier, Holly Robertson and Melissa 
Robertson were chosen from thousands of 
entrants.

A spokesman for Royal Mail, which 
organised the competition, said: ‘This school 
has done exceptionally well for a small island 
school.

‘They must have a very inspiring teacher 
who is interested in getting her class 
writing.’

Head teacher Maggie Anderson, who is also 
the class teacher, said: ‘I am very pleased that 
we have had so many winners in the school.  
This is a good competition because the Royal 
Mail changes the theme every year. 

‘This is third year in a row that we have had 

had any runners-up. 
‘Children can enjoy the letter writing 

because there is not too much to write, whether 
writing to someone real or imagined. 

‘This is only part of the writing they do. 
Right from an early age we put an emphasis 
on writing.

and that is very encouraging.’ 
Children were asked to write to their 1st 

Class Hero and entries from across Scotland 
show that admiration for relatives is as strong 
as for sporting heroes and pop stars.

Ian McKay, of Royal Mail, said: ‘We need 
letter-writing for everything so it is excellent 
to see that children are learning this essential 
skill. The standard of entries was very high 

more than 13,000 children took part so all the 
children who were judged winners have been 

Entente cordiale as high school 
welcomes exchange students
OBAN High School languages department 
was delighted to welcome 20 students and 
two teachers to the town as part of their 
second French exchange with Lycee Jean-
Michel School near Lyon. 

Teacher Tania Robertson said: ‘Once again 
it was a highly successful visit. Everyone had 
been looking forward to meeting up after our 
stay in France in November last year.

‘Our pupils had organised all sorts of 
projects and visits for their French visitors, 
including a welcome from Oban High School 

pipers, a Scottish breakfast, participation in 
classes and even some dancing lessons.’  

She added: ‘We also had time to visit the 
distillery, Tobermory and Edinburgh Castle. 

host families and students where we were 
very impressed, not only with our visitors’ 
English skills but also with their dancing. 

‘A huge thank you goes to all the parents 
involved in the project since its beginning. 
Their support, without which the exchange 
could not take place, is greatly appreciated.’

Chef says sorry for 
‘short tempered’ 
rant at restaurant
CELEBRITY chef Nick Nairn 
has apologised for his behaviour 
after storming out of an Oban 
restaurant because licensing 
restrictions meant he couldn’t 
take his kids in.

Nicola Folwer, of Coast, said 
Mr Nairn ‘had a bit of a rant, 
then slammed the door as he left’ 
after being told kids were not 
allowed in after 8pm.

His ‘rant’ came after he had 
been similarly told by Ee-Usk 
that it doesn’t allow children 
after 6.30pm; something that is 
displayed clearly on the front 
door.

Referring to Nicola’s 
comments, he said: ‘I accept that 
and I apologise, but by that time 
I had walked for an hour and I 
was short-tempered.’

Mr Nairn also admitted that, in 
the past, he had refused to allow 
children to dine in one of his 
restaurants.

He said: ‘At Braeval we didn’t 
serve kids.  It was different 
circumstances – it was one of the 

small and very formal.’

‘Whisky Aid’ is     
sell-out success
DISTILLERIES on the islands 
of Islay and Arran and in 
Campbeltown are among those 
collaborating on a unique charity 
whisky that has almost sold out 
before even being bottled.

The independent Isle of Arran, 
Kilchoman and Springbank 
distilleries are among the seven 
companies contributing to the 
project, which aims to raise 
£80,000 for the relief effort in 
Japan.

The distilleries each donated 
a cask of single malt to create 
2,000 bottles of the limited 
edition whisky called Spirit of 
Unity.

The whisky is being handled 
by two online whisky retailers 
- Royal Mile Whiskies and Loch 
Fyne Whiskies - and in their 
respective shops in Edinburgh 
and London and Inveraray.

Passenger airlifted 
from steamer
THE PADDLE steamer 
Waverley has faced a series of 
challenges on the opening day of 
the 2011 season.

The vessel was delayed by a 
technical problem for more than 
an hour on her departure from 

last Friday. 
Later, a male passenger took 

ill off the Mull of Kintyre and 
had to be airlifted to hospital. 
The Waverley was diverted to 
Colonsay and the casualty was 
taken ashore by stretcher at 
Scalasaig before the airlift. 

Waverley sailed for Oban 
and - despite the two incidents 
- arrived just under an hour later 
than scheduled.

The Connel Clean Up produced about 50 bags of rubbish. Litter busters also uncovered two road signs - Men at Work and Uneven Road - an 
aluminium ladder which must have blown off a van roof, five traffic cones, a tent, two L-plates and the front bumper from a Ford car.

15_t16connelclean01

Alzheimer Scotland is Tesco’s charity

Tesco served up free food and drink last week at an event to announce its new charity of the year and 
the return of popular manager Neil Armour. Alzheimer Scotland will receive a healthy dollop of cash 

from the supermarket chain, while every use of a Tesco cash machine will result in a further donation.
Pictured at last week’s event are, from left, Oban development worker for Alzheimer Scotland David 
MacDonald, Neil Armour, Oban dementia advisor Kevin Champion and Tesco staff Debbie Jamieson 

and Lorna Kennedy. 08_t17tesco1

Off-target
sparrowhawk 
left concussed
A SPARROWHALK is recovering after a 
nasty accident with a window.

David McLean was relaxing in the sun when 
the rare bird missed its target on the bird table 
and crashed into his house. 

spotted a sparrowhawk, lying dazed and 
confused not far from my head. It had 
presumably missed its target and went right 
through my window.’

After contacting RSPB Scotland’s Mull 

bird of prey on a towel in an old dog cage, 
brought the cage into the warm in his cottage, 
covered it with a blanket and left the mildly 
concussed sparrowhawk to recover.

Mull, added: ‘Sparrowhawks are known for 
their smash and grab hunting technique as 
they dart into bushes and hedgerows after 
small birds.’

999 999 

Got a story? Call the newsdesk on 01631 568000

Oban High School 
teacher suspended
A TEACHER at Oban High 
School is under investigation by 
authorities.

The man has not been named 
but has been suspended from 
school while matters are looked 
into.

Argyll and Bute Council 
said: ‘We are aware of an 
allegation being made and a full 
investigation is underway.’

Times Ticket adds 
£3,000 to fund
THE OBAN Times has banked 
almost £3,000 for the Times 
Ticket campaign.

Anyone who still wishes to 
pledge money to the cinema 
should contact Louise Lee at 
The Oban Times
obantimes.co.uk.

FOR ARGYLL AND BUTE

Scottish Parliament Election 5th May 2011

RE-ELECT A SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
WORKING FOR SCOTLAND

FOR FIRST MINISTER
VOTE ALEX SALMOND

VOTE SNP
Promoted by the Scottish National Party, Argyll and Bute by Kenneth MacColl, 24 Alexandria 

Place, Oban on behalf of Michael Russell, Feorlean, Colintraive, Argyll.

VOTE MICHAEL RUSSELL
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PLOCKTON Primary School children 
helped with the annual clean-up round the 
village before the Easter holidays when they 
collected assorted litter such as drink cans 
and food wrappers.

The youngsters’ effort came a week after 

items, including old tyres and scrap metal, 
from the shore and roadsides.

Fears
Highland Council has now removed the skip 

service from Plockton, raising fears of bulky 

household waste being dumped next roads 
and paths round the scenic village.

Plockton Community Council chairman 
Charlie MacRae said: ‘The sad thing is that 

becoming a real problem.’

Keeping Plockton tidy: local primary school children pictured after their litter pick.

KILMORE
THE 100 CLUB winner for 
March was A Maxwell. 

April winners were E Lennox, 
£200; C Hodge, £100.

LEADER grant funding has 
been approved for Kilmore Hall 
and it is hoped the renovation 
work will be carried out during 
the summer. The ‘alternative 
Royal Wedding Dance’ 
- Kilmore’s own Street Party 
- will be held in Kilmore Hall 
on Friday April 29 from 7.30pm. 
Bring your own food and drink. 
Entry by donation. Everyone 
welcome.

CRIANLARICH
STRATHFILLAN Community 
Council is to investigate 
establishing a new football 

Crianlarich, after a plea by local 
youths.

Trust will look into applying for 
funding for goalposts and line 
painting. 

ABERFELDY

ABERFELDY’S Town Hall 
will be taken over by Locus 
Breadalbane at the beginning of 
next month and an open day has 
been organised to celebrate.

The community group has put 
together an exciting programme 
of entertainment and stalls from 

BARRA
BARRAFEST has announced 
an exciting line up for this 
year’s event, with Tiree band 
Skerryvore headlining the 
two-day festival.

In total, 12 bands will play at 
the event, which this year takes 
place on July 29-30.

On Friday, Skerryvore will 
be joined by the Fred Morrison 
Trio, Daimh, the Raggaels, 
Nollie and Co, Whiskey River 
and The Uist Pipe Band.

Saturday’s proceedings will 
see The Raggaels and Whiskey 
River return to the stage, with 
Face the West, the Vatersay 
Boys, Our Small Capital, Devil’s 
Interval. Headlining on Saturday 
will be award-winning ceilidh 
band, Skipinnish.

For more information about 
the festival and tickets, check the 
website at barrafest.co.uk.

Plockton primary pupils help clean up village

THREE TUTORS from Cape 
Breton in Nova Scotia will be 
among those passing on their 
skills to youngsters attending 
Ceòlas 2011 – the annual South 
Uist music and dance summer 
school.

Joe Peter MacLean and Dawn 
Beaton will lead classes on the 

give tuition on step dancing.

Charles Kennedy MP dropped into the Sunart Centre in Strontian last Wednesday to present a new 
trailer and other equipment to Sunart and District Pony Club members. The club bought the trailer, 

new jumps and storage equipment after securing £8,000 from Awards for All, Scotland. 

Sunart pony club’s delight at new equipment

ISLAY
MICHELLE Cotter of Ainmean-
Àite na h-Alba, who has been 
co-ordinating the recent Gaelic 
place-names initiative on Islay 
and Jura, has given a preliminary 
report on progress of the project. 

A training workshop co-
ordinated by Ainmean-Àite na 
h-Alba (AÀA) took place at ICCI 
on February 5. From this date, 
the team met frequently at Ionad 
Chaluim Chille Ìle, Bowmore 
(ICCI), and kept in frequent 
contact with AÀA via phone 
and email. Computer and library 
facilities were provided by 
ICCI. Research notes, sound and 

each volunteer to AÀA during 
this period.

The volunteers covered 
extensive ground on both islands 
and recorded native Gaelic 
speakers identifying local places, 
many of which do not now or 
never have appeared on OS 
maps. 

Recording informal interview 

and discussion seems to have 
been the most appropriate 
approach to gathering this 
information. Maps and images 
were used in these discussions as 
aids. The team also contributed 
some of their own photography.

Rob Tigeir held a place-names 
information workshop at 
Small Isles Primary School, 
Craighouse, Jura, with pupils 
from P1-7 (10 pupils). While this 
did not yield much information 
on place-names, it encouraged 
interest in Gaelic among the 
school’s pupils and staff.  

Secondary sources were also 
consulted and details of these 
were submitted to AÀA.

A total of 433 place-names 
were collected between February 
6 and March 31.

The team felt strongly that 
research should continue. In 
many cases, the place-names 
were recorded from very senior 
members of the community 
whose knowledge will pass with 
them otherwise. The other 
concern was that due to time 
constraints only small areas 
of the islands were covered by 
this project, albeit in a lot of 
detail. The team would like to 
be involved in on-going and 
comprehensive place-names 
research. 

Through the volunteers, there 
has been a great enthusiasm 
generated on Islay and Jura for 
Gaelic place-names. Publicity for 

the project through The Ileach, 
The Oban Times, BBC Alba and 
Rèidio nan Gàidheal has also 
contributed. The publication of 
the forthcoming SNH Islay and 
Jura Gaelic place-names book, 
expected in October 2011, will 
be awaited with interest by the 
people of Islay and Jura.

SOME of the children from 
Bowmore Primary School, and 
all of the children from Small 
Isles Primary School on Jura, 
went out to clean their ‘adopted’ 
beaches and survey the litter 
picked up. 

The Marine Conservation 
Society’s (MCS) Adopt-a-Beach 
campaign encourages schools to 
clean their local beaches every 

recording each piece of litter 
collected. This record gives the 
MCS an idea of the kind of litter 
being washed up on our shores. 

The schools have made their 
beaches clean and lovely, and 
also raised money for their 
schools from Re-JIG’s Beach 
Project sponsorship scheme.

At the beginning of April, the 
communities of Portnahaven 
and Port Wemyss worked hard 
to clean their local beaches and 
coastline, and by doing so they 
raised £186 for the Islay Lifeboat. 
Thanks go to those who made 
cakes and sandwiches for the 
volunteers at An Tigh Seinnse 
afterwards.

Briar Maxwell has been doing 
roadside verge cleans around the 
island and the money she raises 
is going to the Islay and Jura 
Sick Children’s Fund and the 
Islay House Community Garden. 

Any other Islay or Jura group 
wishing to take part in a beach 
or roadside clean, please contact 
Re-JIG on 810880.

During the last 12 months, 
144 tonnes has been recycled by 
Re-JIG alone, approximately 17 
per cent of the recycling done 
on Islay.

INVERLOCHY and Torlundy 
Community Council heard a 
presentation from Linda Dodds 
of the Great Glen ranger service 
at their meeting at the An 
Drochaid centre in Claggan, Fort 
William on Tuesday night.

Ms Dodds talked on how 
public access was being 
improved through the creation 
of new trails and walks through 
sections of the glen.

Secretary James Weir told 
The Oban Times: ‘They have 
done quite a lot of work in the 
past year or two with things 
like signage. But I don’t know 
how they are going to cope with 
Highland Council closing the 
toilets.’

CAMPBELTOWN
PLANNERS have given the 
green light for 30 residential 

Kinloch Road and Longrow in 
Campbeltown. 

Argyll and Bute Council 

INVERLOCHY

PORT ASKAIG
AN RNLI shop and crew 
facilities have been given the 
go-ahead at Port Askaig.

The two storey building will 

areas, kitchen and mess areas 
and a RNLI souvenir shop.

Councillor Robin Currie raised 
concerns about void space at the 
back of the building.

Bute Council meeting decided 
the application should be 
recommended. 

took four minutes to make the 
decision to give approval. Daniel 
Kelly, chairman of the planning 
committee, said the decision was 
‘pretty straight forward’. 

A RETROSPECTIVE planning 
application for a carport was 
turned down by Argyll and Bute 
councillors. 

Described by planners as 
‘dominant and overwhelming’ 
the car port extension and 
decking area at Coul-na-Mara, 
Campbeltwon have to be taken 
down.  

Councillor Rory Colville 
defended the timber extension. 
He said: ‘Nobody is overlooking 
the extension. and it has a 
bungalow - it does not overlook 
anybodies house.

However Councillor James 
MacNaughton said: ‘Most people 
will know how I feel about 
retrospective planning - and this 
extension is a real example of the 
worst of it.’

Councillor Gordon Chalmers 
said: ‘It seems terrible to think 
that someone has gone to the 
expensive of erecting this. The 
owner must own a lumberyard or 
something. Structures like this 
are sending out a bad message.’

Councillor Donnie MacMillan 
said: ‘I think it should be taken 
down. Anyone in his right mind 
would have the common sense 
not to build this. I am glad we 
are taking a stern view on it

Councillor Neil Mackay added: 
‘Just like my colleagues I have 
an allergy for retrospective 
planning, not only do I think 
they should come down but they 
should also carry an appropriate 
fee for being retrospective.

‘This should have an H on it 
for a helicopter landing site. It 
should be refused.’

COLL
THE WORLD’S last seagoing 
paddle steamer, the Waverley,
will visit Coll on May 1, arriving 
at 3pm from Oban.

The vessel will cruise around 
the island before returning to 
Oban via the Sound of Mull at 
4pm.

BRIDGE OF ORCHY
ON-GOING issues with the 
Bridge of Orchy water supply 
will be discussed at the next 
meeting of Glenorchy and 
Innishail Community Council on 
May 11.

The meeting will be held in 
the village’s Fleming Memorial 
Hall at 7.30pm and Argyll and 
Bute Council’s area manager 
for Environmental Health, Iain 
MacKinnon, is due to attend.

problems in Bridge of Orchy.

THE TOBERMORY-Kilchoan 

it broke down at Kilchoan Pier 
recently – but was quickly back 
up and running thanks to some 
mechanically minded locals. 

The hydraulic system for 
raising the ramp on the Loch 
Linnhe was damaged when the 
ferry docked meaning the ferry 
was unable to take any cars on 
board.

Seven local men went to work 
with the help of a tractor to 
remove the two damaged rams, 
and three hours later the Cal Mac 
ferry was full of passengers and 
back in the water.

SLEAT
SOILLSE, the national research 
network set up to revitalise 
Gaelic language and culture, 
has opened its research fund to 
proposals for 2011. 

Based at the Gaelic college 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig on Sleat, 
Soillse is making £15,000 
available for study projects 
into Gaelic language use and 
development.  

Proposals could include 

KILCHOAN

THE 1st Fort Augustus Guides 

after learning different aspects 

from the Inverness branch of the 
British Red Cross.

Ms Rutter presented the girls 

First aiders: 1st Fort Augustus Guides.

APPIN
APPIN Community Council will 

its meeting today (Thursday).
Between 7pm and 7.30pm Appin 

Village Hall will be open for members 

more about the website and the new 
community noticeboards at Portnacroish, 
Gunn’s Garage. There will be more 
noticeboards erected in the near future 
at Inverfolla lay-by, Stalker Cafe and 
Creagan Inn.

The website, which shows community 
council minutes and other information, 
was paid for through a LEADER 
grant, with match funding from Appin 
Community Trust.

THE ROYAL Hotel in Portree 
will be the main venue for the 
three-day 2011 Isle of Skye 
Accordion and Fiddle Festival 
later this month. 

The Susan MacFadyen Scottish 
Dance Band will play at the 
opening night on Thursday, 
May 26, with the Charlie 
Kirkpatrick Trio taking the stage 
the following evening.

The Robert Nairn Scottish 
Dance Band and the Cnoc Ciuil 
Ceilidh Band will both perform 
on Saturday afternoon, while at 
8.30pm the closing ceilidh dance 
in the Skye Gathering Hall will 
feature the Scott Nichol Scottish 
Dance Band.

The event is part of the Year of 
Scotland’s Islands celebrations.

THE ISLE of Eigg has tripled its ability 
to harness free energy from the sun after 
new solar panels were installed at the 
weekend.

The photovoltaic (PV) panels add 
20kilowatts of generating capacity to 
Eigg’s own electricity network, which is 
powered almost exclusively by energy 
from renewable sources. 

The islanders already had 10kilowatt 
PV panels as part of their energy mix but 
reckoned more use could be made of the 
long and sunny spring and summer days.

Eigg Electric director John Booth told 
The Oban Times: ‘The new panels will 
play a serious role in helping us to avoid 
burning diesel.

‘All the electricity from the panels will 
be fed into the grid and at times when 
we are not using all the power we are 
producing, it will feed into batteries for 
storage to be used when needed.’

ISLE OF EIGG

FORT AUGUSTUS

at their weekly meeting in Fort 
Augustus church hall.

In all, 14 guides from North 

Laggan, Invergarry, Fort 
Augustus and Invermoriston 
regularly attend, but guider in 
charge Linda Stewart says there 
is always room for more girls to 
go along. 

‘Any girls interested in coming 

guides and brownies are more 
than welcome,’ she said.

The guides meet every Tuesday 
from 6.30pm-8.30pm and the 
brownies on Wednesdays from 
6pm to 7.30pm.

PORTREE

ISLE of Muck Farm is reporting 
an excellent lambing season after 
weeks of prolonged mild spring 
weather.

Mary MacEwen, whose brother 
Colin and dad Lawrence run the 
farm together, told The Oban 
Times the Lleyn, Cheviot, Mule 
and Jacob’s ewes – 600 in total 
– began lambing on April 7.

‘The lambing has been 
excellent,’ she said. ‘We have 
had lots of twins, with some 
triplets as well. 

‘The Jacob’s crosses have had 
nearly a 200 per cent lambing 
rate.’

TIREE’S 10k run takes place 
this weekend, with scores of 
eager athletes set to take on the 
gruelling course.

Starting at Sorobaidh beach, 
runners head down the road to 
Hynish, before heading back 
to the starting point. The run 
will be complemented by the 
10k walk, Power Push and Kids 
events, so the whole family can 
get involved.  All events start at 
1pm, with registration opening 
at An Talla at 11am. Entry forms 
should be returned as soon as 
possible. To apply, or for more 
information, contact Tiree 
Fitness on 01879 220 421 or log 

TIREE

ISLE OF MUCK

SOUTH UIST

how Gaelic is used within the 
community and/or the family 
and how people identify with the 
language as they become more 

Studies into how effective 
public policies are in promoting 
Gaelic usage, and the impact of 
technology in Gaelic learning 
are also potential candidates.

Joint-applications for funding 
support from schools and 
community groups working 
with academic institutions 
participating in Soillse are 
particularly welcomed. 

The fund will provide support 
to the value of £3,000 to each 
project, which will also need to 
come up with 40 per cent match 
funding. It is expected that a 

made this year.
The closing date for 

applications is June 17 and all 
projects must be completed by 
the end of December 2011. 

Further support and 
information is available from 
Iain Campbell on 01471 888 559 

SLEAT residents viewed a 
Scottish Water exhibition at 

more about improvements in the 
pipeline.

Two water treatment works 
in Sleat are to be converted to 
storage and pumping facilities, 
reducing the number of treatment 
works the utility operates 
and maintains. Customers in 
Drumfearn, Tarskavaig and 
Teangue currently receive 
drinking water from three 
separate treatment works.

However, work is due to get 
underway shortly to connect 
Drumfearn and Tarskavaig to 
Teangue, where there is capacity 
to supply the whole peninsula.

Pupils, parents and staff at Ballachulish Primary School took part in the recent Sustrans Big Pedal 
where pupils had to ‘cycle’ round Britain.  Each day for three weeks the school had to enter the 

numbers of children cycling to school and was then given a nominal time for each daily stage of the 
race. When the dust had settled, Ballachulish were placed 93rd out of more than 1,000 schools across 

the UK, eighth in Scotland and first in Highland.

BALLACHULISH

Ballachulish Primary School’s got pedal power

10am to 10pm on Saturday May 
28.

Highlights include a portable 

workshop for teenagers, 
whisky tasting and a gardener’s 
‘Question Time’.

For more information about the 
hall, or to book, contact Locus 
Breadalbane on 01997 829187 or 

sfaberfeldyd17

EASDALE
PLANNERS have turned down 
an application for a wind turbine 
on Easdale.

At the same meetings Argyll 
and Bute Council approved plans 
for 14 solar panel units and a 
heat source pump to warm up a 
community centre on the small 
island.

Easdale councillors sought to 
encourage residents to make a 
different application for a turbine 
on the island.

Councillor James 
MacNaughton said: ‘ I am 
disappointed that we did not get 
a recommendation to approve 
this turbine. I would hope we 
could work in some way to guide 
islanders in the right way to 
install a turbine in the future. I 
always think that generating our 
own power is a great idea.’

Solar panels on the south roof 
of the community centre had 
received 38 letters of objection 
which some councillors 
thought ought to mean a public 
consolation was heard.

Councillor Neil Mackay said: 
‘We are concerned that such 
a large number of residents in 
this area will not be able to give 
an opinion on a matter that is 
clearly important to them.

Planning and potective services 
chairman, Councillor Daniel 
Kelly said: ‘We are dealing with 
quite a small application here. 
Most members seem to be in 
support of it.’

PRIMARY six and seven pupils 
at Taynuilt school recently 
hosted a wonderful event for the 
retired residents of the village. 

The audience was treated to 
a superb afternoon of Scottish 
poetry, music, song and dance 
provided by all the children 
in the school from nursery to 
primary seven. The delicious 
food was prepared by the senior 
pupils and their parents. The 
hall was decorated with much of 
the work that the children have 
been doing while learning about 
Scotland.

TAYNUILT

C. Hodge Fencing
Materials supplied for Raised Beds, Decks 

and Frames
Wire, Rylock and Fence Posts

Timber and Metal Gates
Large or small orders, delivered.

Top quality, well priced

Telephone:
01631 568000

Instead of reading this 40,212* readers 
could be reading your advert. 
Audit period Jan 2009 - Dec 2009
*JICREG data as at 01/01/2011

Campaigning for
WHAT REALLY MATTERS
• Tackling Youth Unemployment
• Halving Cancer Waiting Times
• A National Care Service
• Road Equivalent Tariffs on Argyll’s
Island Ferries

• Protecting our Public Services from
the Tory/LibDem cuts

1.Vote MICK RICE
2.Vote Scottish Labour on the Highland List

Promoted by Bob Chicken on behalf of Mick Rice all at Caol Na Mara, Tarbert, Argyll, PA29 6TR
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Celebrating Voluntary Action 
in Argyll & Bute

Annual Volunteer 
Awards 2011

Nominations now open 

Nominate the individual 

volunteer and/or 

organisation for an award 

and sponsored prize

Join us at the award event 

and help decide the 

winning group on the 

17th June

Nomination forms available 
From your local 

Argyll Voluntary Action Office
Leisure Centres/Active Schools

tel :  01369 700100/01631 564839
By email

dev.abvc@tiscali.co.uk
www.argyllcommunites.org

Or 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

sportscoaching@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Nominations close 18th May 2011

Individual
Volunteer

Voluntary/ 
Community

 Organisation

Young 
Volunteer

Sports  
Individual
Volunteer 

Sports Club/
Association

Junior
Sports

 Volunteer

Voluntary 
Sports 
Event

Awards will 

take place 

17th June 

2011

Council 

Chambers

Kilmory 

Lochgilphead

Mull Lines

Islay Letter
Fèis Ìle
THIS year’s Fèis Ìle, the 
island’s annual festival of 
music and malt, will be held in 
a variety of local venues and 
distilleries from May 21 to 
May 29.

The organising committee, 
headed by chairperson 
Florence Gray, is putting 

programme which will cater 
for all tastes including those of 
the thousands of visitors who 
will descend on the island for 
the event.

Established happenings will 
include the not to be missed 
whisky tasting extravaganza, 
the ever popular clootie 
dumpling ceilidh as well as 
open air gigs and village hall 
discos.

Guided walks will appeal to 
the more energetic who will 

well-stocked  lochs, golf at the 
Machrie links and bowling 
competitions at Port Ellen and 
Bridgend.

The best of  local talent will 
also be used along with input 
from visiting performers and 
musicians.

The Gaelic language will 

classes at Ionad Chaluim 
Chille Ìle, local bards under the 
spotlight at Port Ellen, Gaelic 
singing encouragement and the 
mid festival concert geared for 
both locals and visitors.

Photographic exhibitions 
will create interest as will  
a cookery demonstration  
culminating with a culinary 
competition involving 
members of the local lifeboat 
crew and the intrepid ladies 
from the Scottish Women’s 
Rural Institute.

The island’s pipe band will be 

best dressed street competition 
will bring out the garlands and 
the bunting.

There is much hard work 
involved in putting such a 
festival together but there will 
be much to enjoy in  the 2011 
Fèis Ìle, now in its 27th year.

New Baptist 
pastor
THE NEW pastor for the Islay 
Baptist churches is now in 
full harness and has taken up 
residence in the Baptist manse 
at Bowmore.

Jim MacNulty has moved to 
the island from Perth Baptist 
Church where he was a 
member and active deacon for 
close on 20 years.  

He has also been heavily 
involved in the Scottish Baptist 
Lay Preachers’ Association and 
in this capacity has preached 
in many of Scotland’s Baptist 
churches.

into his island charge at a 
special service at Port Ellen 
Baptist Church in February.  

This was conducted by the 
Rev Andrew Rollison, the 
ministry advisor to the Baptist 

Union of Scotland.
Jim originally studied 

electrical engineering before 

development and has spent 
most of his career in IT
management with various large 
companies throughout the UK. 

He is married to Riona and 
they have a grown up family 
of three and a much doted on 
grand-daughter.

Jim has been studying 
theology with Spurgeon’s 
College and will continue to 
do so through distant learning 
courses.

The new pastor enjoys a 
variety of musical genre and is 
a keen walker. 

He will be able to pursue 
both interests fully in his new 
charge.

Everyone wishes Jim and 
Riona every blessing in their 
island ministry.

Pipe band concert
THE SKIRL of the pipes and 
the beat of the drums were 
heard loud and clear when 
the Bruichladdich Distillery 
sponsored Islay Pipe Band 
played to their hearts’ content 
at a fundraising concert in 
Bowmore village hall on 
Saturday.

John MacLellan, manager 
of the Kilchoman Distillery 
and an avid band supporter, 
chaired the proceedings with 
much good humour and was 
fulsome in his encouragement 
of everyone who participated.

The band, along with its 
junior pipers and drum corps, 
played a variety of sets which 
held the attention of the 100 
plus supporters present and set 
feet-a-tapping.

The concert also provided 

Welcome to Port Ellen’, penned 
by band member and former 
Scots Guardsman George 
Johnston in honour of local GP 
Jean Knowles who was in the 
audience and strongly approved 
of the composition.

Junior vocalists entertaining 
were Alasdair Currie and 

multi-winner Ryan Johnston 
was in top poetic form and 
the Ella Edgar dancers, 
representing a variety of age 
groups, delighted and charmed.

The solo piper, who also 
accompanied the dancers, was 
Duncan Beattie who is shortly 
to leave these shores to join the 
House of Edgar Dykehead and 
Shotts Pipe Band. 

Led by Pipe Major Nigel 
Morris and Drum Major Sandy 
MacLean, the band brought 

Braes of Sutherland’ which 
also featured violinist Mairi 
MacGillivary, keyboard 
player Gillian Morris and bass 
guitarist Peter MacTaggart. 

This proved an effective and 

quality piping and pleasing 
entertainment.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 
Telephone: 01496 810658.

TWO WILDLIFE enthusiasts from Hampshire who bid in a live 

their prize. 
Last summer the BBC broadcast a whole evening of live televi-

sion called A Wild Night In hosted Kate Humble, Chris Packham 
and Martin Hughes-Games. Billed as a Children In Need for 
wildlife, the programme aimed to raise money for the BBC 
Wildlife Fund charity which distributes funds to conservation 
projects in the UK and abroad. The Mull Eagle Fund has received 

For this show, Mull Eagle Watch decided to offer something 
back to help raise funds for other endangered wildlife projects 
around the world. Viewers were asked to place their highest bids 
for a range of sought after prizes from an exclusive behind the 
scenes day on the Springwatch set to exotic holidays and even the 
famous moth-eaten Springwatch sofa was auctioned off. 

The Mull prize included complimentary CalMac ferry travel 
for two passengers and a car from Oban to Craignure, a night’s 
accommodation at the Crerar Isle of Mull Hotel and a day’s 

Katy Shepherd bid an impressive £1800 for the excursion and 
she and friend Hilary arrived on Mull this week. Their day out 

tailed eagles at Loch Frisa and included sightings of hen harrier, 
golden eagle, seals, otter and red deer. 

Wildlife Fund in the past and this was a way to say thank you 
and to offer something back. The money we helped to raise by 
offering the prize may go to help tigers, polar bears and other 
threatened wildlife projects in the world. A big thank you too to 
CalMac and the Crerar Isle of Mull Hotel for the part they played. 

Katy bid a very generous amount and I just hope she feels it was 
worth it.’

100 per cent cut in funding.
Argyll and Bute Council indicated the cuts in March and 

the part grant the group received for this year will end in 
October.

Moray Finch, general manager of MICT, told the island’s 
community council he was in negotiation with the authority 
to discuss options for involvement of the trust in recycling 
activities on Mull and Iona. 

He continued to say council funding for the Wildlife Ranger 
Service has been cut and cannot be recovered. The group are 
seeking replacement funding from elsewhere.

PROPOSALS for a community wind farm on Mull were 
discussed at its community council.

Councillors heard that depending on the outcome of the 
Scottish election, energy company E.ON may get the Scottish 
Government’s permission for a large wind farm on Forestry 
Commission land on the island. 

James Heggie, chairman, told the meeting if E.ON gets the 
permission, they will only give a fraction of the money generated 
to the community unlike a community turbine. 

Tiree’s community turbine receives revenue of £100,000 per 
annum from which capital costs are repaid and then community 
grants made. 

Mike Shilson, of Tobermory harbour Association, said it did 
not feel it was appropriate for that organisation to be heading up 
a land-based renewables project and would concentrate on the 
marine sector. 

Moray Finch, general manager of Mull and Iona Community 

island and opinion, certainly regarding a large wind farm, is 
polarized.’  

Mr Finch was of the opinion that the matter would come to an 
island wide vote. The island was now faced with a doomsday 
scenario that if E.ON come in then they would be looking at a 
large wind farm with relatively low community income per Mw 
generated.  It was noted that technically one of the best sites for a 
wind farm is not on forestry land. 

Mr Finch is attempting to reconstitute Mull Renewables to try 
to achieve a stronger partnership with everyone working together. 

The community council agreed to support the local initiative.  It

out how they developed their scheme.

Barcaldine Primary School 
hosted a Football Fun Day 

when children from Ardchattan 
Primary, Achaleven Primary 
and Strath of Appin Primary 

came along to join in, making 
a total of 63 children. The 
event was led by Martin 

Rae, football development 
officer for Argyll and Bute and 

assisted by Dale Kupris of Active 
Schools and PE teacher Sharon 
MacKechnie. The children were 
split into three groups and each 

were able to visit the three 
stations which included football 
games, a nutrition run-around 

and team building games in 
Sutherland’s Grove.

BARCALDINE

Pupils enjoy 
football
fun day

GLENORCHY SWRI recently 
held its AGM to elect a new 
committee.

Sandra Boardman stood 
down as president with Liz 
Gibson taking over the role. 
The branch’s new treasurer is 
Jayne Goodwin, however June 
Taylor and Patricia Villani are 
staying on as secretary and 
press secretary, respectively. It
was decided the group’s annual 
dinner would be held in the 
Glenorchy Lodge Hotel.

Competitions: Wrapped parcel: 
1 June Taylor, 2 Pat Villani, 3 
Helen Gibson. Daffodil theme: 
1 June Taylor, 2 Helen Gibson, 3 
Pat Villani.

THE GLENORCHY Kirk 
bicentenary celebrations 
continue with an exhibition in 
the church of memorabilia and 
photos of the the church and its 
congregations.

The church is regularly open 
and the congregation is always 
looking for more to show, 
especially photos. Dalmally 
Historical Association has 
been a great help with this and 
continues to bring in fascinating 
information about the church 
and the area. If you would like 

anything of interest, contact 
martyngibson@phonecoop.coop

JURA

Newsdesk 01631 568000

KILLIN Golf Club has organised a host of events next month to 

course.
Celebrations will start in earnest on Sunday, May 15 with a 

Texas Scramble between all members - ladies gents and juniors 
- although participation is open to the whole village.

Things become a little less traditional with a series of family 
events, including a wellie throwing competition and bouncy 

Meanwhile, a book is being prepared on the history of the club 
itself by local historian, Gilian Ford, who will delve into the story 

Finally, the course will soon feature a brand new centenary tee, 
on the seventh. 

Currently a par four, the redesign will see the hole upped to a 

Killin round.

to get the whole community involved at the centenary day and 
there’s lots on for everyone to enjoy.

even created a special centenary membership, £100 for a full 
membership, as opposed to the £240 it cost last year. 

hoping for a good turnout.’
One of the star guests on the day will be the club’s honorary 

president, Chrissie Fenton. Chrissie is 81 this year and has 

her own golf trolley round the course as often as the weather 
allows, she is set to be the proudest member of the club when its 

For more information on Killin Golf Club, check the website at 
www.killingolfclub.co.uk or phone 01567 820312. 

ABERFELDY band Star Wheel Press have released their debut 
album, Life Cycle of a Falling Bird.

The release, on CD and MP3, comes after a clamour by fans 
eager to take home a taste of their alternative take on country 
music.

Vocalist Ryan Hannigan fronts the band, with Craig Milton on 
guitar, Jimmy Gallacher on bass and Chris Smith on drums.

For more information, check the band’s website at 
starwheelpress.bandcamp.com.

ALLEGATIONS that Kilmelford and 
Kilninver community councillors did not 
represent the views of its constituents 
were refuted.

A discussion at the Community 
Council heard one resident was unhappy 
with the way information about a wind 
farm proposal was presented to planners.

The resident said she was concerned 

those against the wind farm’.
Another resident said the presentation 

community and raised concerns about 
the code of conduct for community 
councillors. Community councillors said 
there had been four letters in favour of 
the wind farm application while there 
were 40 against. The chairman said he 
felt the representation was appropriate 
and democratically represented the 
feelings of the Kilninver and Kilmelford 
community.

Elected members Elaine Robertson, 
Neil Mackay and Duncan MacIntyre 
complimented the community council on 
its effort to engage people in the debate 
about the windfarm.

Down Your Way
This week - Loch Tayside

Next week  DOWN YOUR WAY
visits Arran with reporters Howard 
Driver and Jennifer Lyon.
You can contact them at 01770 302142 or 
email editor@arranbanner.co.uk.

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

KILMELFORD

KILLIN

THE STARTER’S
this Saturday on one of the area’s 
most strenuous hill races, The 
Stuc a’Chroin 5000.

THE JURA Hotel will be screening the Royal Wedding and serving 
tea, scones and cucumber sandwiches to celebrate the occasion 
tomorrow (Friday). 

PLANNING permission is being sought for the construction of 

aid extraction of timber from the island.
The application is being made by JST (Floating Piers) Ltd, who are 
based near Ayr and are Scotland’s largest timber harvesting and 
haulage contractors.

APPIN

Salen
MARGARET Black welcomed 
everyone to April’s meeting 
when the speaker was Jan Fuller, 
a Salen member. 

Jan gave a talk about her visit 
last year to the Eden Project in 
Cornwall and told members 
how the the project was planned 
and eventually built. The actual 
structures - Biomes - were built 
in Germany. Three in all, they 
house temperate, tropical and 
Mediterranean plant life. The 
project had 300,000 visitors in 

10 years later, they have millions 
of visitors. Jan showed many 
beautiful photos taken during 
the visit. 

After the talk members had a 
business meeting, followed by 
a lovely tea.  In the competition 
for a Pork Pie, Tangye John was 

Tobermory
SPEAKERS for the April 
meeting were Grant and Naeko 
MacKinnon who talked about 
life in Japan.  

It was a completely absorbing 
talk, as they outlined the 
differences between the 
lifestyles of the Japanese and the 
Scots, though there are strong 
links between the two countries, 

Scotland £20 note which shows 
the Forth Bridge. A Japanese 
delegation was sent to observe its 
construction. 

One of the most popular tourist 
attractions in Japan is the house 
of Thomas Blake Glover, a 
Scotsman who helped to set up 

train to Japan and introduced 
soft drinks and Kirin beer. 
Naeko brought Japanese rice and 
a delicious cake to taste – made 
using green tea in the sponge 
mixture - and rolled round a 
whipped cream and adzuki bean 

She spoke about getting used 
to a meal on one plate instead of 
in a number of bowls and then 
handed out recipe cards which 
members shall no doubt be 
trying out. 

Then they showed slides of 
the Japanese landscape, which 
Grant found fascinating. He said: 

changing; in Japan it’s the 
landscape that changes.’   

Members bombarded the 
couple with questions so that 
they could hardly drink their cup 
of tea, and everyone was sure 
they were glad to get home for a 
bit of peace and quiet!  

handed over to Naeko for the 
Tsunami Appeal.

Fionnphort
IN APRIL, Bill Patterson and 
Kevin Luscombe came down 
from the north of the island 
to give members a talk about 

concentrating mainly on the area 
of Penmore and the Kildavie 
township. 

It is fascinating to know that 
habitation on Mull goes 9,000 
years back into prehistory and 
that there are traces of this 
habitation to be found all 
around the island. It is also very 

traces of the more recent rural 
past before they are obliterated 
by our modern lifestyle, work 
that is being carried out by a 
number of groups around the 
island. After their talks and 
question time, refreshments were 
provided by Alex James and 
Janis Allen.

Around the Rurals
Left to right: Angus MacColl; 

Willie MacCallum; Roddy 
MacLeod; Andrew Hayes from 

Canada; Stuart Liddell; Iain 
Speirs, Chris Armstrong and 
Gordon Walker at the ceilidh 

which followed  the Lewis 
and Harris Piping Society 

Donald MacLeod competition 
in Stornoway. It was a good 
result for Argyll with Angus 
MacColl winning the overall 
title with Willie MacCallunm 
second. Angus MacColl won 

the Piobaireachd competition 
with Willie MacCallum. Winner 
of the March, Strathspey and 

Reel and the Hornpipe and Jig 
competitions was Stuart Liddell. 

Judges were John Wilson; Ian 
MacLellan; Rona Lightfoot and 

Iain Morrison.

STORNOWAY

THE MUSEUM on the Isle 
of Lismore has been granted 
£20,000 over two years to 

bring the museum’s collection to 
a wider audience.

The curators of the museum at 
Comann Eachdraidh Lios Mor 
have secured the award from the 
Esmée Fairbairn Foundation.

A spokesman for the museum 

Museum curators Robert Hay and Jennifer Baker, who will manage 
the new project.

LISMORE

aware of the museum’s unique 
responsibility as one of the 
few social history museums in 
the area. Now, thanks to this 
award they are in the position 

will ensure that the museum’s 
collections of objects, archive 
and photographs, become 
available to a wider and growing 
audience.’

part-time curatorial assistant, 
will develop a hands-on 
programme of events for the 
primary schools in the area, put 
together travelling displays of the 
museum collection and establish 
contact with other museums to 
foster exchange of items.

Every year at least 1,500 adults 
and many more children visit the 
award-winning museum at the 
heritage centre.

A PIECE of Royal wedding 
cake could be winging its way 
to Appin Surgery, thanks to a 
doctor’s family link to the event.

Dr Stuart Cairns’ sister, Fiona, 
has been tasked with making the 
cake for tomorrow’s wedding.

GLENORCHY
TIGHNABRUAICH’s Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution 
(RNLI) lifeboat was called to 
assist a yacht in the east Kyles 
area last Friday afternoon.

The yacht  Leeanna, crewed by 
a two people from Kilmacolm, 

became tangled in the vessel’s 
propeller and rudder.

With the yacht’s crew unable 
to start the engine or steer the 
yacht, the lifeboat towed the 

TIGHNABRUAICH
Leeanna to a nearby mooring.

The Marine Coastguard 
Agency had issued a warning 
to sailors earlier in the day 
highlighting that the feeding 

farm. However the crew of the 
Leannna claimed the pipe was 
not visible.

Starting beside the A84 at 
Strathyre, near Killin, the route 
follows a track uphill, crossing 
Meal Mor, before heading down 
to the walkers’ path through 
Glen Ample, before heading 
back up to Beinn Each.  From 
there, participants will run 
through Bealach nan Caber, 
Bealach Glas and Stuc a’Chrion 
– the highest point in the race 
at 972m - before making for the 

-
tion, contact Graeme Courtney 
on 01877 384 768 or Catriona 
MacGeoch on 0782 444 6024.
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SCOTTISH ELECTION 2011 MEET THE CANDIDATES

Introduce yourself; who 
are you and what is your 
background?
I’m currently a serving member 
of Argyll and Bute Council and 
I’m standing as the Scottish 
Liberal Democrat election 
candidate for the Argyll and 
Bute Constituency. 

I have lived in Argyll and Bute 
for the last 28 years, in Minard. 
I am married with two sons and 
I started my working life in the 
Department of Health and Social 
Security (DHSS).  I joined the 
local community council and 
was later elected to Argyll and 
Bute District Council in 1992 
This became Strathclyde Region 
in 1994 and was elected to the 
present council in 1996. 
What, in your opinion, are the 
priorities for this area?
Oban is a very well known 
tourist destination and it is vital 
that the promotion of what the 
area has to offer is properly 
marketed. This is best done lo-
cally. Infrastructure is crucial 
to ensuring people are able to 
access Oban easily whether by 
road, rail or ferry.

Businesses must not be 
swamped by bureaucracy and 
they must be able to compete on 

to keep jobs and money in the 
town. 

An ingredient of this is 
providing adequate housing so 
that people can live and work in 
Oban, helping contribute to it’s 
prosperity.

Alison Hay
Liberal Democrat

Why should people vote for 
you?
I ask for your vote because I 
have a record of success:
1. Councillor for 18 years and 
leader for two.
2. Worked, with communities, 
council, and government.
3. Successfully resisted the 

-
ance trading scheme penalties on 
Scottish councils.
4. Obtained Special Islands 
Needs Allowance for Argyll and 
Bute.
5. Worked with the Lochgair 
community to prevent 
installation of Scottish Water’s 
inappropriately positioned septic 
tank.
6. Organised premises on Islay to 
allow ‘Enable’ to function.
My allegiance is solely to Argyll 
and Bute and I am not hedging 
my bets by standing for the 
regional list.

Introduce yourself; who 
are you and what is your 
background?
George Doyle, 70, average child-
hood and schooling, left at 15.  I 
have had a wide variety of jobs, 
both home and abroad.  Still very 
able and active mentally and 
physically. (I can run a marathon 
in four days.)  
What, in your opinion, are the 
priorities for this area?
Whether you are for or against 
‘renewables,’ if you heard from 
an impeccable source that they 
would never operate above 30 
per cent capacity, you would feel 
a bit miffed.  Yet, year on year 
your parliament is working at 
less than that.  

It is controlled by a very small 
number of people.  Very few can 
recognise or identify more than 
25 MSPs.  They do not come to 
our attention unless they are in 
the ruling party.

The other 70 per cent will only 
be heard of if they have expenses 
issues, commit a crime or have 
an inappropriate relationship.
Why should people vote for 
you?
You say to yourself, ‘I could do 

George Doyle                                                                                         
Independent

that job.’ Well, I can.  
I’ve put up my money and I’m 

asking for your vote.  
I don’t believe we should 

change the voting system at the 
bottom.  I believe we should 
change it at the top.  

I am an old man with much 
experience in life. Some good, 
some bad and some ‘Whatever 
was I thinking?’

I have though, a very real, 
sometimes stubborn, sense of 
what is right.  

P.S. The 30 per cent is only 
an example, not fact. I think it 
is less.

Introduce yourself; who 
are you and what is your 
background?
I am Jamie McGrigor and for the 
last 12 years I have been an MSP 
for the Highlands and Islands 
region of which Argyll and Bute 
is the southern constituency. 

My home for nearly all my 
life has been on Lochaweside 
in Argyll and I have therefore 
plenty practical experience of the 
problems which Argyll people 
face every day, along with the 

beautiful county. 
I started my education at 

Cladich Primary School near 
Dalmally and will always 
support Argyll’s small rural 
primaries. Outside politics my 
business experience includes 

tourism.
What, in your opinion, are the 
priorities for this area?
First, save the rural pri-
mary schools of Argyll and Bute 
against closure. Conservative 
policy is a presumption against 
closure of rural primaries. 

Second, improve the road 
network; it is shameful that 

roads in Scotland and now we 
hear of removal of promised 
funding for Oban roads. 
Conservatives have announced 
a new road maintenance fund of 
£200million for road repairs on 
top of any existing spending. 

I have solidly supported the 
important Oban Bay Marine 

Jamie McGrigor                                                                                            
Scottish Conservative

project and the local cinema 
group. I have helped deliver 
more dentists and lower rates for 
small businesses. 
Why should people vote for 
you?
Elect me as your MSP for 
Argyll and Bute and I will give 
110 per cent effort to my local 
constituents.

I have an excellent 12 year 
track record of helping people, 
all across eight constituencies 
in Highlands and Islands region 
from Kintyre to Shetland and I 
would like to concentrate solely 
on working for the constituency 
in which I have always lived. 

I know the mechanisms of the 
Scottish Parliament and will 
use this knowledge to help my 
constituents. 

Argyll and Bute prospered 
under the Conservatives in the 
past and will do so again if you 
elect me. 

Introduce yourself; who 
are you and what is your 
background?
I am the Scottish Labour 
candidate. I have spent my 
life campaigning for the rights 
of ordinary people as a trade 

community organiser. 
I permanently moved to Argyll 

and Bute four years ago and help 
run a bed and breakfast near 
Dunoon.
What, in your opinion, are the 
priorities for this area?
Good transport is the key to 
more business for Oban. 

I support:
1  A transport hub for Oban 
linking the train station, ferry 
terminal and bus terminus. 
2 Faster rail journey times from 
and to Glasgow. The existing 
track can take faster trains. Real 
reductions in journey times can 
be made with track improve-
ments.
3 Enlarge and improve the 
Corran Halls to attract more 
conference business.
4 Support the Oban Business 
Improvement District and cut 
red tape to get faster planning 
decisions.  
Why should people vote for 
you?

Mick Rice
Scottish Labour

I am not standing on a list or 
anywhere else. 

My ambition is to campaign 
for the people of Argyll and Bute 
and make a difference. I am not 
distracted by: (a) Ambition to be 
a cabinet minister. (b) Breaking 
up the United Kingdom.

If former Lib Dem voters sup-
port Scottish Labour we can win 
here. This will mean we get a 
Scottish Government committed 
to economic growth. Lib Dem 
MPs will get such a fright that 
the UK coalition government 
could collapse – forcing a new 
general election. 

This will be the best outcome 
for Scotland. 

George White decided not to 

this statement instead.

Oban needs to have Road 
Equivalent Tariff (RET) on all 
of its ferry routes to maximise 
tourist numbers and assist the 
regeneration of Lorn and the 
Isles. If elected I would push for 
additional trains from Glasgow 
and Edinburgh to Oban to boost 
tourist numbers.

Fishermen need assistance to 
maintain this vital industry and 
the Scottish Government needs 

industry if elected. 

George White
The Liberal Party

On May 5th vote for somebody 
who cares about Argyll ; vote for 
George White and the Liberal 
Party.

Introduce yourself; who 
are you and what is your 
background?
I have worked in Edinburgh, the 
Western Isles and Glasgow but 
my wife (who is from North Uist) 
and I have lived in Glendaruel 
for almost 20 years and our son 
had all his schooling in Cowal. 

A writer and television 
producer I am the author of 

Chief Executive, I was a regional 
MSP for the South of Scotland 
from 1999-2003 and from 2007 
to 2011. 

In the outgoing Government 
I held three portfolios, most 
recently that of Cabinet 
Secretary for Education. I am a 
long term Gaelic learner.
What, in your opinion, are the 
priorities for this area?
Argyll has suffered depopulation 
over many generations and in 
order to grow economically, we 
need to grow our population 

and housing. 
In order to attract people to the 

area we also need to ensure that 
essential services are protected, 
rather than allowing the Council 
to slash them and close such 
vital assets as rural schools. Our 
young people are our future so 
more training and apprentice-
ships are essential too. 

Transport – good roads, good 
ferry links and an end to the 
spiralling cost of fuel – is also 
important.

Michael Russell                                                                                         
Scottish National Party

Why should people vote for 
you?

Because of the SNP’s record, 
team, and vision. 

Our record nationally and 
locally includes the council tax 
freeze, the abolition of prescrip-
tion charges, more police on the 
beat, the small business bonus, 
smaller class sizes and 20,000 
apprenticeships. 

Our vision includes the 
extension of RET to the Argyll 
Islands, protecting the NHS, 
more renewable green energy 
and green jobs, free education 
and investment in a child’s early 
years. 

Our team, led by Alex Salmond 
as First Minister, has delivered 
over the past four years, and will 
deliver again.

AS THE Oban Times went to 
press, bookmakers had made 
SNP candidate, Michael Russell, 
the favourite for the Argyll and 
Bute seat at the 2011 elections, 
with Victor Chandler offering 
odds of 1/20, while Paddy Power 
make him 1/25 favourite.

Alison Hay, of the Liberal 
Democrats has been ranked as 
the second favourite, with odds 
of 8/1 from both bookies, with 
Mick Rice of Labour third, with 
odds of 16/1 offered by Victor 
Chandler and 25/1 from Paddy 
Power.

George Doyle and Jamie 
McGrigor share odds of 40/1, 
while George White of the 
Liberal Party is the rank outsider 
at 100/1.

Bookies make 
Russell favourite  
by a short head

THE Argyll and Bute seat was 
hotly contested during the 2007 
Scottish Parliamentary Elections.

Jim Mather of the SNP took 
the seat by a majority of just 815 
votes, just 2.8 per cent more than 
Lib Dem rival, George Lyon.

Tory candidate Jamie 

taking 19.4 per cent of the vote, 
with Mary Galbraith of Labour 

per cent share.
Some 28,792 locals cast their 

ballot, a 58.9 per cent turnout of 
the population.

Will this election 
be as tight as 2007?ARGYLL and BUTE

MONEY - or lack thereof 
- and how it should be spent - is 
likely to be the key theme in this 
year’s Scottish Parliamentary 
Election.

With the effects of the global 

on for some time yet, it could 
be argued that deciding which 
candidate to vote for is more 
important now than ever.

Residents of Argyll and Bute 
will be only too aware of the 
importance of making sure 
what money we have is spent 
wisely.

In recent months, education, 
jobs, the emergency services 
and roads have been only too 
prominently discussed.

Most recently, the local 
authority’s decisions to consult 
on closing a number of schools 
across the county prompted a 
huge outcry from locals, par-

was ditched after it was found 
to be irrecoverably botched.

The issue could split opinion 
though; is the step required 
to maintain vital services and 
education elsewhere, or are the 
potential closures an unneces-
sary and short-sighted step 
to shave as many pounds and 
pence from a vital service?

Following one of the harshest 
winters in recent years, the 
condition of our roads has now 
deteriorated to the point where 
extensive – and expensive 
– repairs are required.

Time and time again we hear 
from our politicians that there 
is not, nor will there ever be, 
enough money in the pot to 
bring them up to scratch. Are 
our candidates trying hard 
enough to resolve what is 

rapidly becoming a transport 
infrastructure crisis?

Consultation is also underway 

-
guards.  The result could be the 
amalgamation of all Scotland’s 
police forces into one organisa-

rescue, and the removal of all but 
one 24-hour coastguard centre 
to serve the whole country.

Which candidate do you think 
will do their best to provide the 
services you need and will best 
serve the country?

Finally, and arguably most 
importantly for the region, is 
jobs. Cuts to local authority 
budgets has already resulted in 
people facing unemployment, 
with a possibility of more on 
the way. 

With the private sector unable 
to take up much of the slack, 
it could be argued that more 
support is required for business, 
both to draw existing compa-
nies to the area and to help more 
people work for themselves.

Of course, there are other mat-
ters; many of which are just as 
important. Tourism is essential 
to this constituency’s economy 
and bound to be a subject close 
to many locals’ hearts, as is 
support for the Gaelic language, 
affordable housing, and the 
National Health Service.

To help you make up your 
mind, The Oban Times has 
asked each of the candidates 

tell you why they deserve your 
vote.

So, when you cast your vote 
on May 5, ask yourself: ‘Which 
candidate will best represent 
me?’

Economy at heart of
local election campaign

THE SNP’s Dave Thompson is 
the bookies’ favourite to win the 
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
constituency at the Scottish 
Parliament election on May 5.

Bookmaker Paddy Power has 
Mr Thompson at 1/ 4, Lib Dem 
Alan MacRae at 5/2, Labour’s 
Linda Stewart and Independent 
Ronnie Campbell at 100/1 and 
Conservative Kerensa Carr at 
125/1.

Bookmakers Victor Chandler 
puts Mr Thompson at 1/3, Mr 
MacRae at 2/1, Ms Carr and 
Ms Stewart at 100/1 and Mr 
Campbell at 200/1.

Thompson tipped 
for Skye, Badenoch 
and Lochaber

South Kintyre
Campbeltown South 
Victoria Hall, Kinloch Road
Campbeltown Central  
Victoria Hall, Kinloch Road
Campbeltown North 
Victoria Hall, Kinloch Road
Drumlemble
Machrihanish Golf Club, 
Southend
The MacVicar Rooms, Southend 
Parish Church
Peninver
Peninver Village Hall
Kintyre and the Islands         
Carradale
Carradale Village Hall, 
Skipness
Skipness Village Hall 
Tarbert  
Templar Arts & Leisure Centre, 
Harbour St

Gigha  
Gigha Primary School
Chleit  
Tayinloan Village Hall 
Clachan  
Clachan Primary School
Dunmore
Kilberry Inn
Port Charlotte
Port Mor, Port Charlotte
Portnahaven
Rhinns Hall, Portnahaven
Kilmeny
Ballygrant Village Hall
Port Ellen
Ramsay Memorial Hall
Bowmore 
Bowmore Village Hall, 
Jura
Craighouse Village Hall
Colonsay
Colonsay Village Hall, Scalasaig
Mid Argyll                               

Ardrishaig
Ardrishaig Public Hall 
Achahoish
Achahoish New Primary School
Crinan 
Achnamara Hall
Tayvallich
Tayvallich Village Hall
Lochgilphead
Lochgilphead Community
Inveraray
Nicoll Hall
Furnace
Furnace Village Hall
Kilmartin
Kilmartin Church Hall, 
Ford   
Ford Village Hall
Craignish
Craignish Village Hall
Kilmichael Glassary
Glassary Primary School
Minard
Minard Village Hall
Oban South and the Isles
Oban Central
Salvation Army Hall
Oban West
Baptist Church Hall
Oban Glencruitten
Glencruitten Rd Church Hall
Oban Soroba
Soroba Community Facility
Isles
Tobermory
Aros Hall
Dervaig  
Dervaig Hall
Ulva Ferry
Ulva Primary School
Salen
Salen Primary School
Lochdonhead
Craignure Hall
Lochbuie  
Fiadh Cottage Caravan
Pennyghael/Tiroran 
Pennyghael Hall
Bunessan 
Bunessan Community Centre
Fionnphort 
Creich Community Centre
Iona
Iona Primary School
Coll
Arinagour School
Tiree
An Talla Hall, Crossapol 
Oban North and Lorn
Oban North  
St John’s Cathedral Hall        
Lochawe  
Lochawe Village Hall
Dalmally 
Dalmally Primary School
Bridge of Orchy 
Bridge of Orchy Village Hall
Taynuilt
Taynuilt Village Hall
Kilchrenan
Kilchrenan Village Hall
Dalavich 
Dalavich Community Centre
Portsonachan
Portsonachan Village Hall
Luing  

Cullipool Village Hall 
Kilmelford
Kilmelford Village Hall
Easdale
Seil Island Hall
Kilmore
Kilmore Hall
Dunbeg
Dunbeg Primary School
Kilninver
Kilninver School
Lismore  
Lismore Primary School
Appin  
Appin Hall
Connel
Connel Village Hall
Barcaldine
Victory Hall, Benderloch
Lochnell
Victory Hall, Benderloch
Ardchattan
Ardchattan Primary School
Cowal
CowalGlendaruel/Sandbank
Glendaruel Hall
Colintraive
Colintraive Hall
Cairndow
Cairndow Village Hall
Lochgoilhead
Lochgoil Village Hall
Strachur
Strachur Memorial Hall
Strathlachlan
Strathlachlan Community Centre

  

Tighnabruaich
Kames Dist Recreational Club
Kirn & Hunter’s Quay
Kirn Church Centre

Uig Hall
Ardentinny
Ardentinny Village Hall
Strone
Highgate Hall
Sandbank
Sandbank Village Hall
Dunoon Hafton
St Mun’s School
Dunoon
Queen’s Hall
Dunoon 
Ardenslate Community Centre
Innellan 
Innellan Public Hall
Dunoon South
Queen’s Hall
Isle of Bute                          
Rothesay North
Rothesay Pavilion
Port Bannatyne
Port Bannatyne Village Hall
Rothesay Central
The Moat Centre
Bute West
The Moat Centre
Bute East
The Moat Centre Library
Kingarth
The Kingarth Hotel
Lomond
Glencroe 
The Three Villages Hall 

For the Argyll and Bute election 
result as it happens

The Oban Times on Facebook

Which candidate do you think will do their best to provide the services you need and will best serve 
the country?
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Introduce yourself; who 
are you and what is your 
background?
Mrs Stewart, who is Head of 
European Development at the 
University of the Highlands and 
Islands, was a candidate in the 
2007 Scottish Parliamentary 
election for the seat of Inverness 
East, Nairn and Lochaber and is 
a member of Labour’s Scottish 
Executive Committee.
What, in your opinion, are the 
priorities for this area?
If I’m elected I promise to do all 
I can to bring jobs to Argyll and 
improve the A82.
Why should people vote for 
you?
I am standing for election 
because I believe I have relevant 
skills and experience to bring to 
the Scottish Parliament, having 

been a working mum for the past 
24 years.

I also have extensive knowl-
edge of  all parts of Argyll and, 
for the past 12 years, have been 
involved  in development work 
across the entire region. 

Introduce yourself; who 
are you and what is your 
background?
I’m independent and was born in 
1931 in Roybridge.  

I was a shepherd for the 
Bohuntin Township and was 
Township Clerk for 50 years.

president of the Scottish Crofters 
Union and an assessor there for 
more than 20 years.
What, in your opinion, are the 
priorities for this area?
To get people back into the glens 
and get some suitable employ-
ment for young people.  

That would start with Fort 
William and percolate out into 
other areas of the constituency.
Why should people vote for 
you?
I would be independent and 
not at all constrained by party 
politics.  

I’m very native to this constitu-
ency.  I was born and bred here, 
in this constituency, which is 
important.

Food from the hills is also 
important. It used to be 
important. Many of the areas 
around here used to have crofts 
on them and they still could.

Introduce yourself; who 
are you and what is your 
background?
My family and I are Highland-
ers.

I am in the GMB, An Comunn 
Gàidhealach and the Church of 
Scotland.

I have a strong record as an 
MSP and was pleased to help the 
Invernevis Action group stop the 
LibDem/Labour Council from 
privatising it.
What, in your opinion, are the 
priorities for this area?
Tourism is important and the 
A82 is a top priority. 

A Mallaig/Lochboisdale 

forestry,  aquaculture, housing 
and renewable energy must be 
supported and the LibDem/Tory 
UK government must cut fuel 

prices.
Why should people vote for 
you?

You can choose me or the 
discredited LibDems, as Labour 
and the Tories can’t win here, so 
make sure your vote counts.

Introduce yourself; who 
are you and what is your 
background?
I grew up in Uig at the north 
end of Skye, where my dad was 
a local GP and my mum was a 
teacher. I now live in Kilmuir, 
near where I grew up, with 
my wife Rachel and our three 
children.

After attending university 
in Edinburgh and training as 
a teacher, I taught maths for 
several years before setting up 
a successful restaurant with my 
brother, Hector.

More recently, I’ve been 
teaching in Portree and getting 
out speaking to local people 
all over the vast area which the 
(Cromarty) Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch constituency spans.
 What, in your opinion, are the 
priorities for this area?
Our transport links are vital to 
our economy – but the A82, the 
A87 and the A830 often seem 
to be the last priority when it 
comes to making our roads 
safe. I set up the website www.
RepairOurRoads.org.uk to help 
hold the big road maintenance 

The future of our NHS is also 
a key concern. People I speak to 
want to see greater local control 
– and local GPs back at the heart 
of the ‘out of hours’ service for 
their own communities. Stopping 

the centralisation of our police 

too.
 Why should people vote for 
you?
I am the only one of the main 
party candidates who lives in the 
constituency – so I see the issues 

Working with our local MP 
Charles Kennedy, I think I 
would be able to give the West 
Highlands a strong local voice in 
the Scottish Parliament.

Our communities’ priorities are 
not the same as those of big cities 
in the central belt. That’s one of 
the reasons why it can’t make 

services to be run from there. I 
will listen to local people and put 

Kerensa Carr was asked to 

to do so within our two-week 
deadline.
This information was instead 
taken directly from her 
website.

‘I currently run a bed and 
breakfast and bespoke picture 
framing workshop, so as a small 
business owner, with experience 
in restaurants and hospitality 
for over 20 years, I understand 

unsociable hours. 
‘I love to paint, play golf and 

trekked the Great Wall of China 
and Machu Picchu, Peru for 
charity.

‘In the coming weeks, you 
will hear much from me and 
Conservative colleagues about 
our very dear friend “Common 

Sense.” 
‘He’s been ignored by the SNP 

for years, snubbed by the Lib 
Dems, and under Labour, ended 
up a very sick friend indeed. 
However, he remained true to the 
Scottish Conservatives all along.’

Introduce yourself; who 
are you and what is your 
background?
I have served as the SNP’s MSP 
for the Western Isles from 2007. 
Aged 39, I live in Back on the 
Isle of Lewis. Before I was an 

for the Church of Scotland, and 
previously for the charity Carers 
Scotland. 

I studied Scottish languages 
and literature at Glasgow and 
Aberdeen Universities, and was 
the SNP’s National Secretary 
from 2003-06.

When I am not busy campaign-
ing, I sing with my local Gaelic 
choir, who will be competing 
in the Mod when it comes to 
Stornoway in October.
What, in your opinion, are the 
priorities for this area?
The Western Isles, more than 
anywhere, have to press the 
UK Government into at last 
honouring its promises to reduce 
fuel tax in island areas. 

With some of the most 
expensive fuel prices in the 
world, this is an issue raised by 
virtually everyone I speak to. 
Other huge issues include the  

the islands, and the ongoing need 
for jobs. 

The SNP Government’s 
introduction of RET ferry fares, 

to the islands’ economy and I 

would argue for their being made 
permanent.
Why should people vote for 
you?

I believe I can stand on the 
basis of my record as a hard 
working local MSP who has got 
things done – arguing success-
fully in Parliament for causes 
as varied as cheaper ferry fares 
to community land buyouts to 
crofting and the Gaelic language. 

People also want to re-elect 
an SNP Government with Alex 
Salmond as First Minister. 

The SNP’s achievements from 
free tuition to free prescriptions 
represent a positive development 
for Scotland, and make the case 
for Scotland to have more control 
over her own affairs. 

Every vote will count in the 
Western Isles.

Charlie McGrigor was asked 

to do so within our two-week 
deadline.

This information was 
instead taken directly from his 
website.

Charlie McGrigor grew up 
in a remote farming com-
munity in Argyll. He is a 

many years of experience in the 
business world. 

He is an expert in the built 
environment and has a special 
interest in the provision of af-
fordable and sustainable housing. 

Having run a small crafts busi-
ness for many years, he strongly 
supports our traditional primary 
industries of crofting, farming, 

new ventures and innovative 
tourist developments, which 
bring jobs to the Western Isles. 

He understands the importance 

economy and the need for wild 
trout and salmon angling tourism 
for which the Western Isles is 
rightly famous.

Peter Morrison was asked to 

to do so within our two-week 
deadline.
This information was instead 
taken directly from his 
website.

Peter Morrison was born and 
brought up in the Western Isles, 
he trained as an engineer before 
qualifying as an engineering 
lecturer in further education. 

As well as having extensive 
experience in the engineering 
and construction industries, he 
has served on a number of public 
bodies to do with economic 
development and training. 

He has direct experience in 
the ownership, management and 
development of a medium to 
large construction and engineer-
ing enterprise in the Western 
Isles.

Peter believes the Western Isles 
are looking for, and deserve a 
progressive voice to represent 
them as an alternative to the 
negative political dogma of 

the SNP and the Labour Party, 
where strategic elements of 
island life such as education and 
economic development have 
been reduced to party political 

A Liberal Democrat 
representative can provide a 
clean break to this damaging 
stagnation and provide change 
and a fresh progressive voice 
going forward for the people of 
the Western Isles.

Donald Crichton was asked to 

to do so within our two-week 
deadline.
This information was instead 
taken directly from his 
website.

Donald Crichton is an Area 
Manager for the Scottish Health 
Council covering Highland, 
Orkney and the Western Isles.

Donald is an elected member 
of the community landlord 
the Stornoway Trust and Point 
Community Council.  He is 
Chairman of Urras Eaglais Na 
H- Aoidhe and a board member 
of Third Sector Hebrides.
On leaving school he served 
his apprenticeship as a joiner in 
Stornoway and Glasgow before 

going to Stirling University. 
He contested the Ross, Skye 
and Inverness West seat for 
the Labour Party in the 2001 
General Election.

SKYE, LOCHABER and BADENOCH

NA H_EILEANNAN AN LAR

Alasdair Allan                                                                                 
Scottish National Party

Linda Stewart                
Scottish Labour

Ronnie Campbell                                                                                  
Independent

Alan MacRae
Liberal Democrat

Peter Morrision
Liberal Democrats                                                     Kerensa Carr

Scottish Conservatives                                                                                

Charlie McGrigor
Scottish Conservatives                                                                                

Dave Thomson                                                                           
Scottish National Party

Donald Crichton                
Scottish Labour

SCOTTISH ELECTION 2011 MEET THE CANDIDATES

VOTERS will be asked to choose 
their preferred MSP and party 
on May 5 - but they also have 
another important ballot paper 

This will ask whether the 
Alternative Vote (AV) system 
should be used in future UK 
elections.

AV is one of the more simple 
forms of proportional repre-
sentation, similar to the system 

used in Scottish Parliamentary 
elections. 

Instead of marking one cross 
beside a candidate, voters will 
be given the choice of ranking 
candidates in order of preference. 
The favoured candidate would 
be marked ‘1’, with the second 
favourite marked with ‘2’, and so 
forth. Voters can choose to mark 
as many candidates as they like.

are counted initially and if a 
candidate has a majority of these 
-50 per cent or more - they are 
elected. 

However, if the majority is not 
achieved, the candidate with the 

eliminated and their second pref-
erence votes are redistributed to 
the remaining candidates. This 
continues until one candidate 
has 50 per cent or more of the 

vote in that round of counting.
Those in favour of the change 

argue it will more accurately re-
-

ate and make every vote count.
However, those who oppose the 

change and wish to maintain the 
current First Past the Post system 
say AV is likely to produce a 
hung parliament, whereby a coa-
lition with another, less popular, 
party has to be made.

Should the Alternative Vote (AV) system 
be used in UK elections? - You choose

Conservative   Jamie McGrigor 
Conservative   Mary Elizabeth Scanlon 
Conservative   Douglas Gordon Ross 
Conservative   Edward Brian Stanford Mountain 
Conservative   Kerensa Carr 
Labour    Rhoda Grant 
Labour    David Stewart 
Labour    Linda Ann Stewart
Labour    John MacKay 
Labour    Mary Galbraith 
Labour    Donald Crichton 
Labour    Kieron Green 
Liberal Democrat Jamie Paterson 
Liberal Democrat Jean Davis 
Liberal Democrat Ruaraidh Ferguson 
Liberal Democrat Angela MacLean 
Liberal Democrat Thomas Prag 
Liberal Democrat Linda Munro 
Liberal Democrat Donald Cameron 
SNP    Fergus Ewing 
SNP    Michael William Russell 
SNP    Dave Thompson 
SNP    Rob Gibson 
SNP    John Finnie 
SNP    Jean Urquhart 
SNP    Mike MacKenzie 
SNP    Mhairi Will 
SNP    Drew Hendry 
SNP    Richard Laird 
All Scotland Pensioners Party Jim Fry 
All Scotland Pensioners Party Russell Taylor 
All Scotland Pensioners Party Moira Dearness 
All Scotland Pensioners Party Andy Anderson 
Ban Bankers Bonuses Kit Fraser 
British National Party Richard Kenneth Payne 
British National Party Stuart John Carter 
British National Party Audrey Egan 
British National Party David James Orr 
Green    Eleanor Roberta Scott 
Green    Donnie Macleod 
Green    Elaine Margaret Morrison 
Green    Fabio Villani 
Green    Edward Philip Louis Tyler 
Liberal Party (The) George Alexander White 
Scottish Christian Party Donald MacLeod Boyd 
Scottish Christian Party Isobel Ann Macleod 
Scottish Christian Party Alasdair MacKenzie 
Scottish Christian Party Alastair Walter Moodie 
Scottish Christian Party Andrew Henderson Shearer 
Scottish Christian Party David James Forbes 
Scottish Christian Party Barrie Cormack 
Scottish Christian Party Donald John Morrison 
Scottish Socialist Party Pam Currie 
Scottish Socialist Party Iain W Hogg 
Scottish Socialist Party William Hamilton 
Scottish Socialist Party Roz Paterson 
Scottish Socialist Party Linda Howie 
Scottish Socialist Party Andrew Rossetter 
Socialist Labour Party Kai Andersen 
Socialist Labour Party Rhona Johnston 
Socialist Labour Party Alan Jones 
Socialist Labour Party Mary Theresa Byrne 
Solidarity   George MacDonald 
Solidarity   Elizabeth Walker 
Solidarity   Steven Arnott 
Solidarity   Sharon Terese Nicolson 
Solidarity   Frank Ward 
Solidarity   Ryan Malcom McGuinness 
UK Independence Party Donald Alexander Gatt 
UK Independence Party Robert Watt Smith 
UK Independence Party Philip Andrew Anderson 
UK Independence Party Ross Scott Durance 
UK Independence Party Ann Therese Murray

IN addition to electing an MSP to serve Argyll and Bute in the new 
Scottish Parliament, voters are also asked to put their cross against a 
party they wish to support for the Highlands and Islands region.

Under the proportional representation part of the ballot, eight MSPs 
for the Highlands and Islands region will be chosen from the 73 candi-
dates listed below. The political make-up of the list MSPs will depend 
on each party’s share of the vote. Some candidates have chosen to 
stand for the list as well as in a local constituency.

Candidates aim for regional 
positions as ‘list’ MSPs

THE precarious nature of island 
economy is bound to be the 
vote-winning topic in the Na 
h-Eileanan an Lar constituency 
at next week’s election.

With many of the isles abso-
lutely reliant on tourism, voters 
will be keen to know what each 
candidate will do to ensure 
people continue to come to and 
spend money in the constitu-
ency, renamed from the Western 
Isles as part of the reformed 
boundaries.

impacts of the emerging renew-
able energy industry will be up 
for debate too; with opinion split 
right down the middle on wind 
and wave energy.

Coastguard’s future
One of the more concerning 

topics will be the proposed cuts 
to the Coastguard, with the UK 
Government planning to reduce 
the service to one 24-hour station 
and remove the emergency tug 
currently protecting the Minch.

With nobody in the Outer 
Hebrides wanting to see any 

reduction to coastal protection, 

proposals will undoubtedly be a 
big vote-winner.

And while fuel duty is a 
devolved issue, the 15-20p added 
at the pump due to the cost of 
transporting fuel to the isles via 
the ferries will undoubtedly be a 
major issue.

The Oban Times has asked 
each candidate to complete a 

your mind when the time comes 
to cast your vote on May 5. 

Enterprise and energy fuel political 
debate in the new Western Isles area

The residents of island towns such as Stornoway know more than most about the high cost of fuel, it will be a major topic during lead up to the election in the Na h-Eileanan an Lar constituency

IT IS one of the biggest constitu-

to win the newly created Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch prom-
ises to be equally as titanic.

The sprawling new constitu-
ency - carved out of the old Skye, 
Lochaber and Inverness seat oc-
cupied by the SNP’s Fergus Ew-
ing until the election campaign, 
and Ross, Skye and Inverness 
West which LibDem John 
Farquhar Munro represented 
from 1999 until he stood down 
from politics last month - runs 
westwards from Alness in the 

northeast to Lochalsh, Skye and 
Lochaber, then east to encom-
pass Newtonmore, Kingussie 
and Aviemore. 

Its diverse nature means who-
ever wins will have a mammoth 
task on his or her hands to rep-
resent constituents effectively as 
issues of concern vary widely in 
territory stretching from Uig on 
Skye – the gateway to the West-
ern Isles – and the Cairngorms. 

Both Mr Ewing, who has moved 

and Nairn seat, and Mr Munro 
were well respected MSPs who 

carried a large personal vote.
The impact of their departure 

on an electorate inclined to place 
the personal above the political 

Hot political potatoes for the 
new MSP to juggle are sure to 
include the impending shake up 
of NHS services in Skye and 
Lochalsh, swingeing cuts to 
council services and upgrades to 
the A9 and A82.

Whoever wins will step into 
the shoes of two popular MSPs 
– and they will be a tough act to 
follow.

Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch - one of  
the biggest constituencies in Scotland
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A SECLUDED Lochaber lochan is to be 

The Oban Times the area’s 

Scotland and we decided we wanted to 

Downhill track to 
open for season

Worshippers gather 
for open-air service

decided radical action was needed 

Run Together       
fun run sets off 
from Fort

The 
Oban Times

all involved in what has been an 

Volunteers Sonja McLachlan and Vanessa Martin: part of the West Highland Museum team welcoming 
the upsurge in visitors. 10_f17museum01

Kay MacDuff and Avril Watt. 10_f17shop01

Museum quandary 
over free entry policy

The Oban Times

to be revived as 

Got a story for The Oban 
Times? Call our reporters         

on 01397 703003.

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Number of visitors rises but donations down

Oban Times

The Oban 
Times

NTS archivist Magda Sagarzazu, centre, welcomes CalMac crew members
Vivien MacDonald, Mallaig, Colin Currie, Ayr, and Kirsty MacDonald, Morar, to Canna 

House. Also pictured left and right are a couple who travelled from from Lytham, 
Lancashire, for the opening.
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10 Years 

Ago The Oban Times
Those Were The Days

Thursday, April 26, 2001

Axe hangs over council care 
homes for the elderly
LOCAL authority residential care homes for the 
elderly in Argyll and Bute are facing the axe.

The seven homes are costing Argyll and Bute 
Council too much to run.

Now members of the strategic committee are 
facing the choice of selling one or all of their 
homes to the private sector or closing some or 
all of them, according to director of social work, 
Douglas Henry.

The crisis comes at a time when there are 43 
elderly people waiting to the placed in homes via 
the council and the social work does not have the 
money to pay for them.

The strategic committee was told that following 
a ‘best value’ review in 1999/2000, it was agreed 
to discuss the situation with the trades unions.

A report before the committee says the unions 
were not prepared to negotiate on any matter 
which would diminish their members’ terms and 
conditions of employment.

Councillor Ian Gillies, a member of the 
administration and councillor for Tiree, where the 
council run Tigh a Rudha home, said he felt that 
care for the elderly was one of the prime tenets of 
their job as councillors. 

Angling for change over 
fisheries management
HOW best to run Scotland’s valuable freshwater 

Deputy rural development minister Rhona 
Brankin met members of Angling for Change and 

ways to improve the management of freshwater 

Angling for Change is a group of 12 bodies 

conservation and was formed in 1999 to address 
concerns over the decline of Scotland’s freshwater 

Also represented at the meeting were the 
Argyll Fisheries Trust, the Awe District Salmon 
Fishery Board and the Loch Awe Improvement 
Association.

One of the areas looked at was the Loch Awe and 
Associated Waters Protection Order 1992, one of 
13 salmong and freshwater protection orders in 

permission.
A consultation paper entitled ‘Protecting 

and Promoting Scotland’s Freshwater Fish and 
Fisheries’ was issued last year.

Smaller plan for North 
Ballachulish housing
LOCAHBER councillors will be asked to approve 
outline plans for three new houses in North 
Ballachulish after strong local opposition to a 
bigger development.

Area planning manager Ken Johnston is 
recommending that councillors allow an 
eight-stance static caravan site, Cross Cottage 
Croft Caravan Park, in the crofting township of 
Oldtown, to be replaced by three house plots.

Nether Lochaber Community Council, North 
ballachulish Crofting Township Committee, 
the Crofters’ Commission and neighbours had 

the area and take away crofting land.
It was also claimed that local roads would not be 

There have been seven road accidents within the 
last four years at a junction nearby. 

This led the Trunk Roads Authority to 

refused.
The Crofters’ Commission said it could not 

support a scheme which would reduce crofting 
land at a time when demand in Lochaber exceeded 
supply.

OT

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD
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Across
1 Foolish (6)
4 Skin disease (6)
9 Crisp fabric (7)
10 Addition symbol (5)
11 Strip of equipment (5)
12 A branch from the main (7)
13 Trial sports games? (4,7)
18 Without weapons (7)
20 Harness racer (5)
22 Tubes to play (5)
23 Ritual (7)
24 Knot and colour (3-3)
25 Heavy overcoat (6)

Down
1 Made-up (6)
2 Means of sealing a letter (5)
3 Dexterity (7)
5 Bring upon oneself (5)
6 Substance which regulates development 

(7)
7 Alert to (6)
8 To take someone as they are (5,3,3)
14 An instance (7)
15 Main place (7)
16 Silly person found on Sesame Street (6)
17 Wish given up (6)
19 Amble (5)
21 200 milligrams (5)

Last
week’s 
solution

HUNDREDS of people in 
Lochaber and Skye have been 
targeted by phone scammers 
trying to extort money and plant 
spying devices on personal 
computers.

The bogus callers, claiming to 
be working on behalf of Microsoft 
or Windows, warn the ‘customer’ 
their computer is infected and 
needs immediate attention. 

Unsuspecting victims are then 
guided to a website and told to 
download a programme which, 
once installed, allows the crooks 
remote access to their computers.

The person can be charged a fee 
of up to £100 for ‘services’ and 
threatened that their computer 
will be wiped if no payment 
is immediately made by credit 
card.

Another tactic is to ask for the 
computer’s ID and password so 
the criminals can plant hidden 

John Watssman, of JW 
Computers, in Fort William, 
has received dozens of calls 
over recent weeks from worried 
customers targeted by the 
fraudsters.

He told The Oban Times: ‘Their 
main aim seems to be to try to 
extort money once they have 
access to your computer.

‘One of my customers refused 
to pay them and they started 

icons on his desktop.
‘I got a panicked call from him 

to say things were disappearing 
from his screeen before his eyes 
and what could he do about it.

‘I just told him to pull out his 
router. Luckily there was no harm 
done and I was able to remove the 
programme. 

‘These programmes mean 
these people can log onto your 
computer even when you are 

ELAINE Corbett of Tomonie, Fort William 
was targeted by computer fraudsters twice in 
the last three weeks when a man claiming to 

about a problem with her computer. 
Elaine insisted that her computer was work-

claimed the company had been ‘getting an 
alert’ through her modem.

Told repeatedly to switch her computer on, 
she refused.

Elaine told The Oban Times: ‘It sounded 
like the same person, an Indian-sounding 
man. He was really demanding.  

‘What alerted me was his manner over the 
phone. He was very insistent and I thought 

nobody who is trying to sort your computer 
speaks to you like that.

‘I told him I had a friend I could take it to 
but he started talking over the top of me. I 
thought I’m not going to be talked like this by 
anybody then he hung up on me because he 
was not getting anywhere.

‘When I got phoned the second time last 
week and he mentioned Windows 7, right 
away I was ready for him.

‘I said before you go any further we are not 
experiencing any problems right now. He said 

- but this time I hung up on him. It was when 
he started changing his tone that I thought ‘I 
don’t like this’.

Asked what advice she would give anyone 
targeted by the scammers, Elaine said: ‘I 
would say don’t switch your computer on 
– don’t go near your computer.

‘If you are on it at the time, whatever you 
do don’t touch what they ask you to touch. 
There are local people who you can trust in 
Fort William that can help you if you think 
you have a problem.’

Elaine is furious the crooks could cash in 
by targeting older and vulnerable people with 
little online experience.

She said: ‘I think they are maybe hoping to 
get elderly people who don’t know enough 
about computers. If you are in that position 
you can be easily taken in by them.’

KINLOCHLEVEN is gearing 
up for its biggest weekend of the 
year when the Pre ’65 Trial comes 
to town tomorrow.

Up to 1,500 spectators and 

Lochaber village this weekend 
to take part in the traditional 
precursor to the Scottish Six 
Days Trial, which gets underway 
on Monday, with a grand parade 
of riders through Fort William on 
Sunday afternoon. The Pre ‘65 
event is estimated to bring in about 
£100,000 to the Kinlochleven 
economy each year.

Spain, Sweden and Germany, will 
spend two days tackling a course 
in and around Kinlochleven on 
motorcycles manufactured before 
1965, as the spectators line the 
streets to watch.

Kinlochleven Community Trust 
chairman Andrew Baxter told 
The Oban Times the event always 
provides a welcome boost for the 
local economy.

He said: ‘Every spare bed will 
be taken in all the village’s hotels, 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

not there. Any information you 
have can be accessed, including 

‘These people are very 
unscrupulous and clever, and 
the simplest way to put them off 
it to say ‘give me your name and 
number and I’ll call you back’. 
No reputable company would 
contact you over the phone about 
a problem with your computer.’

Kris MacRae, of 3DKomputers, 
in Portree, told The Oban Times

contacting him for help after 
being snared by the scam.

He said: ‘It is all about money 
– they will ask for £60, but they 
don’t do anything. I have one or 
two cases where they have taken 
a further £80. Once they know 
someone is a soft touch they think 
they can get more.  

‘There is a potential for them to 
deposit really malicious stuff or 

because you have given them 
remote access. Once you have 
done that you have given them 
full control and they can do what 
they want. 

He warned: ‘Anyone that cold 
calls, the chances are it is dodgy. 
Anybody with concerns about 
their computer should call or 
physically take it to somebody 
they know they can trust.’

guesthouses and B&Bs. Many 
accommodation providers will be 
fully booked a year in advance, 
which gives a big boost knowing 
they have guaranteed bookings 
before the tourist season gets 
properly underway.

‘There is also a knock-on bonus 
for the local restaurants, shops 
and pubs.’

Some communities might 
baulk at the idea of hundreds of 
motorbikes descending on their 
town for the weekend with the 
noise and commotion they bring, 
but Andrew says the people of 
Kinlochleven think the event is 
worth it.

’65 brings to the village, it is  worth 
any inconvenience,’ he said. ‘The 
organisers always go out of their 
way to minimise any disruptions.’

Highland Getaway owner 
Hugh Dailly said the atmosphere 
provided by the riders and 
spectators makes the event one of 
the highlights of the year for the 
area. 

He said: ‘It’s a fantastic event and 
a major boost to the local economy. 
There’s just an electric atmosphere 
in the village all weekend. Our 
rooms were pretty much booked 
out for this year a year ago, and our 
pub and restaurant will be full all 
weekend.

‘It’s the same faces every year 
and its great to see them coming 
back. I think they enjoy it just as 
much as we do.

‘Everyone in the village does 
well out of it and its great that 
Kinlochleven has managed to 
hold onto this event.’

The Ice Factor will provide 
entertainment in the evenings for 
those visiting the area, with local 
bands performing live on Friday 
and Saturday.

Kinlochleven High School, 
the community centre and local 
churches will be opening their 
doors to provide food and drinks 
for the many visitors to the village. 
Breakfasts, soup, sandwiches, tea 
and coffee will al be available 
with the money raised going 
towards local causes.

The Pre ’65 gets underway 
tomorrow morning, with the 
riders starting from the car park 
behind the Aluminium Story.

By RICHARD HADDOCK
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Fort William woman ‘smelled a rat’
Elaine Corbett was targeted by the fraudsters twice in three weeks. 10_f17elaine01

Computer conmen target 
hundreds of households

Phone scammers try 
to extort money and 
plant spying devices 

There is a potential 

for them to deposit 

really malicious stuff 

or remove files from 

your machine.       
Kris MacRae.

Kinlochleven
gears up for big 
bike weekend

Police catch 63 
speeding drivers

A POLICE crackdown on 
speeding motorists caught 63 
drivers in the Highlands and 
Islands over the Easter weekend, 
including one man clocked at 
109mph.

The ‘weekend of action’ saw 

on drivers exceeding the speed 
limit, particularly on country 
roads. Head of the roads policing 
unit, Inspector John Smith, said: 
‘Speeding is an ongoing issue 

space of time highlight that 
drivers are continuing to drive at 
inappropriate speeds. 

‘It is very disappointing, 

that over 60 drivers have chosen 
to ignore them. Each and every 

themselves with penalty points 
and possibly face a substantial 

FORT William meet local rivals 
Kilmallie in the Scottish Hydro 

four years on Saturday.
Kilmallie overcame the odds 

and defeated Fort by four goals 
to three in the 2010 Co-operative 

year, but the pair have not met in 

As it stands in the premier 
division, Fort William occupy 
second place, whilst Kilmallie 
sit eighth - but with a number 
of shock score lines already this 
season it has become a risky 
business predicting results. 

One thing is certain - spectators 
lining the An Aird pitch for what 
promises to be a spicy local derby 

exciting game of shinty. Throw 
up is at 2.30pm. See page 22 for 
a full shinty round-up.

Left: Friendly rivals: Fort William’s Duncan Rodger and Kilmallie’s 
John Stewart with the Scottish Hydro Premier Trophy.

Local shinty 
rivals in first 
top flight 
league clash 
for four years

MALLAIG’S annual gala 
day has been cancelled after 
it emerged the Fisherman’s 
Mission is to close at the end of 
October.

The mission opened in the late 
1970s, and was put up for sale 
last year. Opening hours have 
been cut back this year to save 
costs, but with a buyer unable to 
be found, it will shut its doors for 
the last time on October 31.

The fundraising gala day was 
due to be held on July 2 with the 
mission as a centre point. In the 
past the day regularly attracted 
large crowds to the village, with 
live music, hot food, pipe bands, 
stalls, and the crowning of the 
gala queen.

The event, one of the town’s 
busiest days, is traditionally 
attended by the Isle of Skye Pipe 
Band.

Mallaig
gala day 
cancelled

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.

com/obantimes
Pictured from just past the War Memorial in Oban, the CalMac ferry, Isle of Mull gave way to the steamer Waverley and the grand old lady 

sailed past, of to the sunshine of the Sound of Mull and Coll.

Waverley steams ahead in the Easter sunshine
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gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

Thursday 28 April > Ceilidh Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 9pm - 11pm

Thursday 28 April  > Live Music with Chris Suckle
Markie Dans

Friday 29 April > Scott MacDonald
Markie Dans

Saturday 30 April > Club Night with DJ’s
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 11pm – 2am

Saturday 30 April > Wallace
Markie Dans

Thursday 5 May > Sandra MacBeth
Markie Dans

Saturday 7 May > Duke of Edinburgh 
Skipinnish Ceilidh House Award Fundraiser

Sunday 8th May > The Wilders
Skipinnish Ceilidh House Doors Open 7.30pm

Fiddlers rally to support 
Oban strathspey society

From left: accordionist Ian Hall from Helensburgh and fiddlers Anne Campbell from Oban, Charlie MacPherson, Bearsden, and Catriana 
MacCrindle, Oban,  ahead of their performances at Saturday’s 67th annual Fiddlers’ Rally. 07_t17fiddlers1

MORE than 70 musicians gathered 
at the Corran Halls, Oban, on 
Saturday to play in the 67th annual 
Fiddlers’ Rally.

Star guest was Paul Anderson, 

musicianship.
Also creating a stir with their 

medal duettists Riona Whyte and 

well-rehearsed routines won 

appreciative audience. 
Delighted

But it was the home and visiting 

Reel Society. 

delighted with both the turnout 

He said: ‘The programme was 
excellent and the artists were all 

Sensational
‘Paul Anderson was sensational 

Jordan was exceptional too and 
it was very well received by the 

While numbers were slightly 

down on last year’s rally, Peter 
was unconcerned. He said: ‘We 
exceeded 400 last year, but I think 
this comes down to the clash with 

people would have been away.
‘We have to book the hall two 

years in advance so we’ll watch 

Peter has just stood down as 

taken up by George Berry.  
Peter said: ‘It landed to George 

to compere the show this year and 
he did splendidly.’

REPORT 

event on April 16 to raise aware-

projects outwith the library’s 
budget, such as public activities 
or painting the walls in the chil-
dren’s’ section. 

The library was very busy with 

painting, a lucky dip and a ‘lit-
ter’ trail organised and managed 
by the GRAB Trust’s Caroline 
Askew and her two daughters; a 

second-hand books and plants to 

learning, training, environmental 

learning disabilities. 
Another similar event may 

be held in June. Meanwhile the 
library hopes to set up a scheme 
to deliver library books to house-
bound readers in Oban. Volunteers at the Friends of Oban Library Easter Tea. 15_t16lib01

Visitors tuck in to raise 

WERE you on the train the 

Argyll and Bute Council is 
planning a ceremony in Oban 
on the anniversary to thank the 
train crew and would like to 
include passengers at the time. 

the council would like to include 
you. 

Sian Thornley:
want to say thank-you to the 
crew and to the other travellers.

‘It was rather close to being a 
disaster.’

Eileen Duncan
the sick it would have been my 

all the passengers.
‘Without the tremendous work 

done by the train crew it could 
have been a really bad outcome 
indeed. 

‘My phone was going ten 
to the dozen that night, with 
people asking so many questions 

couldn’t say or do a thing. 
‘Once again, well done to 

Willie, Angus and Drew.’ 
Jean MacPherson: ‘We were 

on it that night and I have never 
been so scared in my whole 

amazing, especially Angus who 
personally walked me to the 
power station.

‘Also, local boy Joe Rokitta 
who was a hero catching 

‘I know personally that night 
we thought we were all goners.’

Find us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

Join in the 
conversation on 
The Oban Times’ 
Facebook page.

From Facebook  
this week . . .

picturesque islands, the Isle 

long weekend or even a day 
adventure to somewhere 
new.

short step across the narrows 
at Colintraive.

Wemyss Bay, just down the 

journey takes you straight 

capital Rothesay.

crossing takes you on the 
scenic route down the 

Colintraive, then a ‘stone’s 
throw’ journey across to 
Rhubodach on Bute close to 
Port Bannatyne.

numerous sandy beaches on 
the west coast – Ettrick Bay 

visitors alike.
Rothesay is the main town, 

entertainment opportunities, 

little outlets that are disap-

Streets. 

call could be the Discovery 
Centre at the town’s Winter 
Gardens. This building also 

-

place to start. This unique 
new centre is home to a 

which will introduce you to 

guidance and suggestions. 
You can also book tours and 
accommodation or simply 
source the latest ‘what’s on’ 
news.

a popular tourist destination 
-

modation available - and a 

hotels and Georgian town 

– camping and caravan sites 

choose what you want to pay 

tastes.

-

the building was bursting at 
the seams in the ‘Big Band’ 
era, especially during the 
Second World War and 

Rothesay was a busy naval 

top entertainers have graced 
it’s stage including Jimmy 

shows to indoor sports and 

would need to go a long way 

Victorian gothic mansion 

Scotland to be lit by electric-
ity and, amid the marble 

domestic heated swimming 
pool.

and the naturally wild.
Mount Stuart also boasts 

an award winning visitor 
centre which oozes style and 
modern thinking. Visitors 
can stroll within it’s glass-

it sunshine or showers, and 
enjoy an auditorium, art 

the garden is your hobby, 
there is an excellent adjacent 
garden centre.

with spectacular views and 
-

ite was near Stravannan Bay 
on the west coast. A neat 

nearby Arran’s mountains 
with a tricky second hole 
where you play over a wall.

easy-reach, short-break des-
tination – but, once you’ve 

back!

Glasgow was born on Bute; 
as was Jim McAlister who 
started his career at Morton 

a home on Bute; and the 

Formula One motor racing 

born on Bute; and while 
the late, great child singer 

in Greenock, she grew up 

in Rothesay; while Adam 

How to get there
Caledonian MacBrayne 

Wemyss Bay to Rothesay.
Seven day service starting 

times

£60.

Caledonian MacBrayne 

Colintraive to Rhubodach
Seven day service starting 

-

What is the common denominator between the 

Provost of Glasgow; footballer Jim McAlister, who plays 

with Hamilton; Lord Attenborough and Formula One 

motor racing?

No?

Ok try another – what links actress Ashley Lilley, who 

played Ali in the film ‘Mamma Mia’; the youngest 

singer to have every appeared on BBC’s Top of the 

Pops; and Adam Crozier, former chief executive of 

Royal Mail and now chief executive of ITV plc?

The link between them all – the Isle of Bute!

Take a trip to...

Bute

Delivering  the finest of Bute

Lamb & Beef  as well as

Ayrshire Pork weekly through-

out Argyll and Lochaber areas. 

-

MID WEEK MEAL 
SELECTION

2 X BUTE BEEF RIBEYE STEAKS
GRASS FED BUTE BEEF STEAKS, A LITTLE 
MARBLING MAKE THESE SUCCULENT AND 
ADDS GREAT FLAVOUR. MIN WEIGHT 450G
2 X STUFFED FREE RANGE CHICK-

EN BREASTS
STUFFED WITH MACQUEENS

SPECIAL RECIPE HAGGIS & WRAPPED IN 
DRY-CURED STREAKY BACON. MIN 230G

EACH

LUXURY STEAK PIE FOR TWO
HOME MADE USING BUTE BEEF RUMP 
STEAK SLOW-COOKED TO OUR OWN 

RECIPE TOPPED WITH FLAKY PUFF PASTRY 
600G

GARLIC MINI BEEF ROAST FOR
TWO

BUTE BEEF TOPSIDE ROASTING JOINT, 
OVEN READY AND LIGHTLY BRUSHED WITH 

GARLIC OIL 500G SERVES 2

TRAY OF MOROCCAN LAMB CUBES
LEAN BUTE LAMB DUSTED WITH A BLEND

OF SELECTED MOROCCAN SPICES;
PAPRIKA, CUMIN, CLOVE, PEPPERS. 300G

SERVES 2

ALL FOR ONLY £35
price valid until 30th June 2011.

 offer excludes delivery

Fresh 
Island 
meats 

Delivered to 
your door

www.
sc

ot
tis

h-i
sland-quality-m

eats.com

M
acqueens of Rothesay

Quality Family Butcher
Est 1976

You can purchase 
our products online at
www.scottish-island-quality-meats.com

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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OBAN U3A
Tuesday 3rd May, 2011 

at 10.30am
Caledonian Hotel, Station 

Square, Oban
A Warm welcome to 

members old and new for 
our Monthly coffee and 

chat meeting.
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Royal Burgh 
Cafe

Pizza Nights

Buy 2 Pizzas 
& receive  a Bottle 

of House Wine Free,
5pm till 8pm                 

Phone for Reservation 
on 01499 302323 to 

avoid disappointment

 3 Main Street, 
Inveraray

Offer minimum 18 years 
I.D. required

This month’s focus....

Little Bay 
cafe
Our upscale café-takeaway 
on Stafford Street could 
easily compete with the 
best places in the West End 

name greetings exchanged 
between our diners each 
morning lets us know we 
have a faithful clientele. 

We take pride in selling 
fresh, home-made soups 
prepared with love and 
attention; try our Smoked 
Haddock Chowder or 
Spicy West Coast Crab & 
Coconut. 

Our breakfast menu served 
from 7.30am includes 
such simple-but-well-
done morning fare such as 
scrambled eggs on toast, 
traditional Lorne sausage 
and bacon rolls.                 

Dining out

mccaigs return
(FORMERLY THE CLAREDON HOTEL) 

ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE ARE

 NOW SERVING BAR MEALS & SNACKS
FRESHLY HOME COOKED FOOD 

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

TAKE AWAY ALSO AVAILABLE
TEL 01631 562522

Alternative Royal 
Wedding Dance

Kilmore Village Hall, 
Friday 29th April 8.00pm
Family night out with music 

from local musicians

and Pageboys if desired.
Prize for best wedding group

Adults £5, Childern £1

Japan Tsunami & Quake
Appeal Concert

Oban Congregational 
Church

7th May Sat. 2011
Ukulele Luing

Graham Campbell, Fumiko Miller
Joanie Garvin, Helen Pearson

Hughie MacQueen, Morag MacNeil
Oban Gaelic Choir

Donations at the door

Scottish Country Dancing
Beginners’ Taster Class

Wednesday 4th May
Church of Scotland Centre, 

Oban
8pm – 10pm

£4 (Students £3)
Men, women, teenagers all 

welcome
Contact Sue 563103

or Liz 710845

For reservations 
and enquiries 

please call 01631 710666

Watch the 
Royal Wedding Celebrations 

Live on our Big Screen
Champagne Reception 10am

Lunch, Dinner and Afternoon Tea 
served in our Restaurant, with beautiful 
views over Loch Etive, or in the cosy bar 
with open fire. Sample some of the finest, 

freshest produce from Scotland and in 
particular the west coast.

There’s Panini options 
galore, our large deli 
counter bursts with 

including an amazing 
seafood selection. 

The new Seafood Tapas 
menu offers such delights 
as Scallops in Juniper 

Sweet Chilli Sauce and 
Cured Salmon in Raspberry 
and Champagne, while 
trays of cakes, scones and 
pastries occupy every 
available surface.

Ditch the workout
Join the best party in town

@
CORRAN HALLS
Mondays 6.30 - 7.30pm

starts - 9th of May ENTRY £4
Laurinburg / Oban High 

School Exchange
FUND RAISING

AUCTION
Thursday April 28
Oban High School

7pm

Thank you to all the local businesses 
who have donated items.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Local
Producers
Market

Thursday 5th May
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO

Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

Eye to eye
with John Wallace

Most people only ever con-
sult an optometrist because 
they need new spectacles. 
The role of a modern 
optometrist is much wider 
than simply prescribing 
spectacles. While providing 
patients with clear vision 
is our primary objective, 
optometrists also diagnose 
and treat anomalies of bin-
ocular vision. Optometrists 
also are now trained and 
licenced to diagnose and 
treat many diseases of the 
eye. Some of us are also 
trained to treat reading 

All optometric practices 
contracted to provide NHS 
eyecare are equipped to a 
minimum standard. Many 
optometrists have gone 
far beyond the minimum 
standards of equipment 
laid down by the NHS and 
provided a level of highly 
sophisticated instrumenta-
tion that is only to be 
matched in two or three of 
Scotland’s NHS hospital 
ophthalmology depart-
ments. 

With all this highly 
sophisticated imaging 
equipment at our disposal 

many optometrists spend a 
sizable proportion of their 
working day diagnosing, 
and treating where licenced, 
eye disease. Many optom-
etrists are now trained to 
provide basic care of some 
eye injuries. At this time 
of year the most common 
injury seen in practice is a 
foreign body embedded on 
the front surface of the eye. 
Typically this is a grass 
seed or a small stone chip 
and is frequently the result 
of using a strimmer without 
eye protection. Other com-
mon injuries optometrists 
can deal with include 
removing rusty metal from 
the cornea or dealing with 
‘arc eye’. The other day I 
examined someone who 
had managed to hit his 
eye with a crowbar whilst 
attempting some DIY car 
repairs. Every one of the 
eye injury cases I have seen 
recently was preventable by 
simply wearing appropriate 
eye protection.

Adequate basic eye 
protection is available 
from most DIY stores and 
garden centres. Don’t risk 
your eyesight for the sake 
of a few pounds!

Eye protection

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP
Wallace Optometrists & Podiatrists

The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic
11/12 Argyll Square , Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Youngsters dive into the ball pool in the Lost City of Atlantis. 15_t17atlantis02

CELTIC rockers Skerryvore 
will be swapping their 
bagpipes for backpacks when 
they join a Ross-shire man’s 
charity trek from Glasgow to 
Inverness.

Stephen Mackay’s wife 
Pam has been diagnosed with 
an inoperable brain tumour 
and, starting this Saturday, 
he will be walking the West 
Highland Way and the Great 
Glen Way consecutively to 

raise money for two cancer 
charities.

The Tiree band will be 
joining him on various legs 
of the journey and will be 
performing impromptu gigs 
along the route.

On May 2, the band is also 
relaunching a charity single 
version of On The Road on 

sales going to Stephen’s 
Footstep Challenge.

Funds raised from the event 
will go to Macmillan Cancer 
Support and The Maggie’s 
Centre.  

Coincidence
Band member Daniel 

Gillespie said: ‘We decided 
to help Stephen after hearing 
his story.

‘We were talking about re-
recording the single anyway 
so it was just a coincidence 
that Stephen approached us 

then to see if we could help 
with his fundraising.

‘We will re-release the single 
with a different arrangement 
to tie in with this walk and 
help Stephen raise as much 
money as possible.’ 

Stephen will begin his 
185-mile walk from Glasgow 
dressed in his kilt as he 
marches to The Maggie’s 
Centre in Raigmore, 
Inverness, on May 9. 

The route of the walk, 
is: Glasgow to Drymen/
Milngavie (May 1); May 
2 -  Rowerdennan; May 3 
- Inverarnan/Crainlarich/
Tyndrum; May 4 - Bridge of 
Orchy; May 5 - Kinlochleven/
Ft William; May 6 - 
Gairlochy/South Laggan; 
May 7 - Fort Augustus; 
May 8 - Invermoriston/
Drumnadrochit; May 9 
– Inverness. 

Rockers swap bagpipes for back packs

Thousands set to 
discover ‘Lost City’
A PROJECT that has been in the 
pipeline for around six years was 

Atlantis Leisure.
Ther sports centre’s chairman 

Neil Matheson greeted politicians, 
board members and customers at an 
opening ceremony last Wednesday 
for the Lost City of Atlantis, a 
futuristic-looking and multi-level 
soft play area, and the Climb Cube, 
a remouldable four-metre cube.

Neil described the opening as 

Atlantis’ and handed over to young 
Grace Thompson, who won a 
competition to name the soft play 
area and was tasked with declaring 
it open.

The bulk of the funds for the 
development have come from 

Argyll and the Islands LEADER 
funding (£46,049) and Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise.

However, Neil commended Argyll 
and Bute Council for its continued 

Councillor Rory Colville, the 
council’s spokesperson for Third 
Sector and Communities, said: 

Atlantis Leisure and it is a fantastic 
facility. The people of Oban have 
shown a ‘will to do’ with this and I 
am pleased the council could help in 
a small way.’

At the opening ceremony it was 
revealed Atlantis Leisure has about 
15,000 users every month and this 
can only increase if the evident 
popularity of the Climb Cube and 
Lost City is anything to go by.

Climber Calum Peden tries out one of the many routes in the Climb Cube. 
15_t17atlantis01

NICOLA SIDDALL
89 McKELVIE RD
OBAN, ARGYLL
T: 07867 913689

MELFORT
VILLAGE
T: 01852 200257

SUMMER SPECIAL
Present this coupon to 

receive eyebrow shaping
for ONLY £4.00

VALID TILL END OF AUGUST 2011

JUST DO IT PROFESSIONAL

HALF
PRICE
EYEBROW SHAPES
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YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must be supplied, 
including on emails, to indicate good faith. 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 
Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.
It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 
The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

A view from the tower
by McCaig

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

A reader submitted this week’s flashback photograph which shows joiners working on Quarry Road, Oban, in days gone by. We invite 
readers to send in flashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@

obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints 
returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Joiners working in Quarry Road, Oban

Oban High
School            
uniform
Sir,
As a parent of Oban High School 
pupils, I am disappointed with 
the school and its image within 
the community.

Two years ago, school uniform 
was brought in. At the time and 
since then we have been told it is 
to be followed properly.

For anyone who does not 
live in town or sees the badly 
represented photos of pupils, this 
does not happen.

While boys get into trouble for 
wearing the wrong things, girls 
are allowed to wear inappropriate 

This is unfair and sending out 
the wrong message to young 
impressionable children.

School is for learning, not 
spending time worrying about 
looking good.

Many parents regularly 
complain but the school will not 
support them on this issue. 
D Campbell, Oban. 

More celebrity
than chef
Sir,
How hypocritical of Nick Nairn 
to publically criticise Coast and 
Ee-Usk regarding their evening 
policies on children when he 
himself had a no children policy 
at his Braevel restaurant. 

There are plenty of restaurants 
in town that do accept children in 
the later evening.

It may be that they were not 
quite to his taste but this is all 
a part of having children and 
having to compromise a little. 

Someone has to lose out in 

but for those people who want to 
sit in a restaurant and enjoy some 
quiet, indulgent pleasure, as I’m 
sure Mr and Mrs Nairn must have 
done themselves at times, then no 
children policies are required.

I’m sure most people will 
have observed situations where 
some parents do not or cannot 
parent and allow their children 
to continually misbehave whilst 
all around look on helplessly 
and your meal or experience is 
memorable for all the wrong 
reasons.

Mr Nairn also states that in 
this country we do not value our 
children’s diets. 

Surely he does not honestly 
believe this is due in any part to 
those restaurants that have no 
children policies 

I don’t suppose it has anything 
to do with more basic things 
such as a general lack of education 
regarding food and nutrition in 
schools, low incomes, loss of 
the family unit, increased work 
pressures and advertising.

It appears, sadly, that Mr Nairn 
is rather more celebrity than chef.
Sue Bell, Oban. 

Disgusted at 
councillors
Sir,
As a parent and part of a small 
community I would like to 
to express my disgust at the 
councillors of Argyll and Bute for 
putting the rural primary schools 
up for consultation. 

I attended Kilmory on Tuesday 
April 19 with my two children 
who chanted and sang for 

SEACHDAIN GU LATHA TAGHAIDH PHÀRLAMAID 
NA H-ALBA, agus buillean thall ‘s a-bhos le gach Partaidh ag 
ionnsaigh air càch a chèile. Ach am bheil luchd nam poilitigs 

a dh’iarradh iad bho Bhall Pàrlamaid? ‘S dòcha a’ cheist as 
cudromaiche buileach, am bheil tuairmse aig na Partaidhean dè 

bhòtadh?
A dh’aindeoin gach duilgheadas eaconomach is eile a th’ 

againn mar dhùthaich, chan eil daoine a’ cur am feum a’ 
chumhachd shònraichte a th’ aca taghadh a dhèanamh air cò 
bhios a’ stiùireadh riaghladh na dùthcha. Carson nach eil ùidh 
aca bhòtadh? An e gum bheil iad air creideas a chall anns an 
t-siostam agus ann an luchd-poilitigs? Cha ghabh a’ choire cur air 

taghaidhean air a bhith a’ dol mòran nas fhaide na sin. Theagamh 
gum bheil daoine den bheachd gum bheil poileasaidhean nam 
Partaidhean a’ fàs cho coltach ri chèile ‘s nach eil e gu diofar cò 
an taobh a bhòtas iad, gur e an aon seòrsa riaghlaidh a gheibh iad.  
Air an làimh eile, dh’fhaodte a ràdh gum bheil dleastanas aig a 
h-uile duine san dùthaich a’ bhòt a th’ aca a chur gu feum agus 

air cor na dùthcha. 
Seachdain bhon diugh, tha dà thaghadh bheachd aig daoine. A 

bharrachd air taghadh a dhèanamh airson Pàrlamaid na h-Alba, 
tha cuideachd beachd ga iarraidh oirnn a thaobh dòigh bhòtaidh 
na dùthcha. Am bheil sinn riaraichte leis an t-siostam a th’ ann 

buinnig? Neo am bheil sinn deònach gluasad gu siostam eadar-
roghnach (AV) far am biodh cothrom aig a h-uile duine tomhas 
de thaic a thoirt dha gach tagraiche agus far am biodh an neach as 
motha a gheibheadh de thaic na h-uile a’ buannachadh. 

a h-uile neach bhòtadh agus bheireadh sin orra barrachd uallaich 
a ghabhail ann an riaghladh na dùthcha. Ach chun an tachair sin, 
theagamh gum bheil AV na cheum beag air adhart. 

THE BIGGEST challenge for politicians of all persuasions must 
be how to motivate people to actually use their vote in elections. 

While recent scandals will not have helped, voter apathy has 
been growing over many years. 

Next Thursday we have an opportunity to alter the voting 
system in the UK to an Alternative Vote process which would 
mean that the candidate with the most support from all votes cast 
in a constituency would win. 

The most effective way of developing interest and commitment 
to policies governing our country would probably be compulsory 
voting in Parliamentary Elections, but in its absence I believe AV 
is a step along the way.
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Grumpy Britain
WE SEEM to be in a strange 
mood, not really at peace with 
anyone, in ‘a plague on all your 
houses’ mood, especially for 
tomorrow’s Royal Wedding. 

Even women want to be shot 

deny any interest and complain 
about the cost of it as though 
it was coming out of their own 
pockets which it is not. 

It is now known that the  
Middleton family - the bride’s 
parents, in case you have 
forgotten - are contributing 
at least £100,000 to the costs 
and HM the Queen is meeting 
the major portion of the rest 
but is only entertaining 600 of 
the 1,900 guests who will be 
inside the Collegiate Church of 
St Peter - Westminster Abbey 
by its Sunday name - and half 
that number are dining later 
that evening as guests of Prince 
William and, presumably his 
newly-wedded wife who may 
by then have a grander title 
than Mrs Windsor.

Now, this alleged disgruntled 
attitude of the working, or 
unemployed, classes is what 
the opinion pollsters are 
touting, but it really depends 
on the slant put on it by those 
asking the questions to obtain 
the required answer and 
nurture the mood of: ‘a plague 
on both your houses’. 

I asked a young adult what 
he thought of the celebrations 
for the Royal Wedding and he 
was scathing: ‘It’s all right if 
you have money and a job but 
what chance have we got with 
the Tories and English Liberals  
in power. In any case, my mum 
says that three out of the four 
of the Queen’s children have 
had the big weddings and been 
divorced – so much for the 
marriage vows!’ 

He professes no religious 
beliefs whatever but admits 
that should his girlfriend want 
to get married in church he 
would go along with her wishes 
- just to please her and  their 
mothers. 

Unfortunately, although he 
has a good degree and a job 
with prospects, he has few 
social skills and believes that 
all ‘entertaining should be done 
‘down the pub’, can’t abide 
sitting down to a set meal and 
making small talk except if it’s 

If he is typical of those 
starting out on adult life his 
ambitions sound as though he 
had been brought up in some 
Soviet state where standing out 
from the crowd was forbidden.

Fortunately, Prince 
William and his bride have 
a very different outlook 
and I’m sure that the bulk 
of his contemporaries wish 
tomorrow’s bride and groom 
very many happy years 
together in the arduous duties 
they will be undertaking.

‘Don’t do as I do...’
WHO IS Scotland’s best chef? 

Well, I don’t know although 
I’ve been fortunate to have 

friends who have spent quite a 
few years sampling some of the 
best food served up in palatial 
surroundings and those which 
are quite humble but serve 
dishes which are memorable.

One thing I do know is the 
Nick Nairn who is alleged to be 
one of Scotland’s top chefs is 
far from being in the ‘top ten’. 

I have eaten his food and 
never found it to be memorable 
in any way, especially that 
served up at a charity dinner 
which cost considerably more 
than £100 per person – in case 
you thought it was per table. 

It was billed as being cooked 
by Nick Nairn but was not; he 
hadn’t been near the location 
and had left a brigade to get on 
with it.

As regards his latest publicity 
stunt – top quality restaurants 
that would not serve dinner to 
his small children after 8pm. 
Shouldn’t they have been in 
bed anyway? 

It was a display of bad 
manners and insulting to the 
owners of the two award-
winning Oban restaurants 
who quite rightly refused to 
serve Mr Nairn’s children in 
deference to the other adult 
guests who were entitled 
to expect to enjoy such 
quality fare without constant 
disturbance from piping 
youngsters’ voices loudly 
expressed. 

But the ultimate irony of this 
episode is that it apparently 
Mr Nairn, when running his 

exactly what he was lambasting 
the two Oban restaurants for 
doing – refusing to serve small 
children dinner from 8pm 
onwards!

Alternative      
vote: ‘No’
EARLY next month, Scotland 
will go to the polls to cast three 
votes – despite the problems of 
the last time this was tried the 
Clown Clegg would not accept 
that this was stupid and only 
going to produce a myriad of 
‘spoilt papers’. 

Is it not ironic that the ballot 
papers are to be purple, peach 
and grey? 

At least, the constituency 
and ‘list’ ballots are bright and 
colourful. 

How do those who are 
colour-blind distinguish purple, 
peach and grey, anyway?

But it strikes me that grey 
is just the right shade for the 
referendum on the ‘Alternative 
Vote’. 

This has been rushed through 
both Houses of Parliament to 
satisfy Nick Clegg so that it 
would  be on the Statute Book 
before he gets booted out and 
the Liberal-Democrat cause is 
dealt an almost fatal blow.

nearly 12 hours to no avail. The 
councillors paid no attention 
to every single child, parent, 
grandparent and member of the 
communities involved. 

I entered the chambers to 
listen to Skipness, Clachan and 
Rhunahaorine schools be put to 
consultation by the councillors. 

I was disgusted with councillor 
Robin Currie who sat at our pre-
consultation meeting and told us 
he would support Rhunahaorine 

the school open and then turned 
his back on us when it came to the 
vote as did Councillor Coville, a 
Kintyre councillor.

I would like to thank Anne 
Horn, John McAlpine, Donald 
Kelly, John Semple, Dougie 
Philand and councillors in other 
wards who defended our schools.

As parents, grandparents and a 

our primary schools.
Frances McNeill, Tayninloan, 
Tarbert.

Battle still on          
to save village 
schools
Sir,
May I ask that your paper makes 
clear that a number of councillors 
have been extremely supportive 
of the Kintyre groups who 
are battling to save the village 
schools.

Kintyre councillors Anne 
Horn, John McAlpine, Donald 
Kelly and John Semple have been 
vociferous in their campaign 
which has given the parent 
councils and communities hope 
that perhaps their views will be 
taken into consideration.

At the very least they know that 
the above councillors and others 
outwith the area are prepared to 
stand up and argue on principles 
and not just follow party dictators.
This is too important a subject to 
be eaten up by party politics.

We continue the battle to 
save Clachan, Rhunahaorine 
and Skipness schools as the 
communities in which they are 
situated don’t want the children 
of their villages to be taken to 
other areas where they will lose 
their village identities.

The only legal reason Argyll 
and Bute Council can give for 
closing a school is for clear 

case for the council to prove in 
the cases of Kintyre schools, 
especially if they break with 

Lorraine MacPhail, Skernish 
Farm, Glenbarr, Argyll.

Schools vote a  
done deal
Sir,
I was at Kilmory last Tuesday 
with other parents, the concerned 
community and more importantly, 
the children. 

We sang, we chanted, we booed, 
hissed and mingled. Our children 
mixed and played in the front 
lawn, our community shared 
food and drink and musical 
instruments. We came, we saw, 
we were appalled.

A council majority voted to put 
schools out to consultation. 

I use this word very loosely as 
many councillors who said the 
word ‘motion’  keep telling us it’s 
not closure, its consultation. 

These elected councillors 
sat there and condemned our 

Not quite the end 
of season
THE ENTERTAINMENT
may be over but, of course, 
that is not the end for local 
associations as most have 
their annual general meetings 
between now and the summer 
holidays.  

I think I can speak for them 
all if I ask that as many as 
possible take the opportunity 
to go along to support the 
work they do since, as well 
as providing various types of 
entertainment throughout the 
session, they are all usually 
benevolent organisations 
providing much valued 
assistance in many different 
ways.  

It would also be wonderful 

taking an interest in this work 
as the very existence of the 
associations will depend on 
them.  

The dates of the AGMs I 
am aware of are: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association, 
May 7, Partick Burgh Halls, 
7pm; Glasgow Sutherland 
Association, May 12, Buff’s 
Club, 937 Dumbarton Road, 
7.30pm; Paisley Highlander’s 
Association, May 25, Elderslie 
Village Hall, 7.30pm; Uist and 
Barra Association, May 26, 
Lourdes Secondary School,  
7.30pm; Glasgow Skye 
Association, June 1, Room 9, 
Partick Burgh Halls, 7.30pm; 
Glasgow Islay Association, 
June, Partick Burgh Halls, 
7.30pm; Clann Gaidhlig, 
AGM and Quiz, Wynd Centre, 
Paisley, 7.30pm. 

CLASP
FOR SOME years now the 
National Piping Centre has 
been running the CLASP 
competition which is for solo 
pipers who do not, or have not 
yet aspired to, take part in solo 
professional competitions.  

Each competitor, prior to 
competing, must be graded, 
and the results from the various 
competitions, held at a variety 
of locations, are entered into a 
league.  

The main prizewinners at 
the recent Glasgow event 

were as follows: Grade 1, 
March, Strathspey and Reel 
- Alan Bradford; Hornpipe 
and Jig - David McLaughlin; 
Piobaireachd - John Frater; 
Overall Grade 1 winner 
- David McLaughlin. Grade 
2, 2/4 March - Joe Campbell; 
Stathspey and Reel - Joe 
Campbell; 6/8 March - Jack 
Lockhart; Piobaireachd - Joe 
Campbell, Overall Grade 2 
winner - Joe Campbell. Grade 
3, 2/4 March - Daniel Rab; 
Strathspey and Reel - Michael 
McGowan; Jig - Michael 
McGowan; Ground Only 
- John Duncan; Piobaireachd-
William Fallon. Overall Grade 
3 winner - William Fallon.

Diary                   
dates
Thursday April 28: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Mike and Ali 
Vass.
Friday April 29: Uist and 
Barra Association ceilidh 
dance, Crawford Hall, Beith 
Street, 9pm-1am.
Saturday April 30: Accoustic 
Affair with Rab Noakes, City 
Halls, 8pm.
Thursday May 5: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 

Liz Carrol and Johnny Doyle, 
Tolbooth, Stirling,8pm.
Friday May 6: Accoustic 
Affair with Michael Marra, 
City Halls, 8pm, also on 
Sunday May 8.
Saturday May 7: Clann 
Gaidhlig ceilidh dance, 
Community Centre, Bishopton, 
7.30pm.

Pub scene
MY APOLOGIES for giving 
the wrong pub information last 
week.  

This week it will be Eriskay 
Lilt on Friday in the Park 
Bar with Willie Cameron 
on Saturday and Stewart 
Cameron/Simon Moran on 
Sunday.  

In the Islay Inn it will be 
the Alasdair Whyte Band 
on Friday and the Andrew 
MacDonald Band on Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Telephone: 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

communities and villages in 
North Kintyre to what is now 
being described as the ‘Kintyre 
clearances’.

The LibConAll had already 
been told how to vote. They say 
it is not political, but we know 
otherwise.  It was a done deal.

We won’t forget this. We will, 
however, remember those who 
voted to stop this disastrous 
exercise. We will thank Anne 
Horn, John McAlpine, John 
Semple and Donald Kelly for 
voting to protect our children and 
schools at next year’s elections.

As another parent said when 
leaving Kilmory: ‘You should be 
ashamed of yourselves.’ 
Lee Bastow. 

Isle of Seil cuckoo 
beats Mull by a 
week
Sir,
My apologies to the good church-
going people of Gruline on Mull 
- John E G Bartholomew’s letter 
in The Oban Times of April 21 - 
but the cuckoos on the Isle of Seil 
are ahead of the Mull cuckoos by 
at least a week.

I heard one on the afternoon 
of Sunday April 10 just off the 
Ardencaple road on Seil.
Martin Waddell, Balvicar, Isle 
of Seil.

An early loud              
and clear
call in Oban
Sir, 
A reader stated last week that they 
heard the cuckoo on April 17. 

loud and clear in my Oban garden 
at 9am on Sunday April 10 - 
about three weeks earlier than its 

hope it’s a good sign for summer!
Elspeth Norris, Glengallan 
Road, Oban.

Lack of Oban 
CHORD progress 
scandalous
Sir,
April 29 2009: Oban CHORD 
Project Board, against a 
background of severe recession, 

a path to spend £7 million pounds 
to support growth. 

If your in the business of 
development, being awarded 
£7 million pounds to support 
development must be like giving 
kids the keys to a sweetie shop, 
you would think?

In 2009, recession shook 
Britain as the economy shrank 
at its greatest rate since the war, 
bringing business closures, 
spiraling unemployment and a 
housing market collapse. 

April 29 2010: Happy birthday 
Oban CHORD Project Board.

No development projects 
looking set to help stimulate the 
local economy.

In 2010 there was little sign of 
recovery for the construction 
industry and with the full effect 
of public sector cuts yet to feed 
through, 2011 could bring further 
bad news.

April 29 2011: Happy birthday 
Oban CHORD Project Board

Getting older but not any wiser, 
still unable to deliver any growth 
projects.

As the recession really starts to 
bite people are losing their jobs 

or taking wage cuts. There is 
something very wrong when the 
kids have the keys to the sweetie 
shop but can’t be bothered to even 
look inside at what’s on offer.

With a fund of £7 million 
pounds and given the very 

of progress the Oban CHORD 
group is making with supporting 
development projects to lead 
us into recovery can only be 
described as scandalous.  

So far the undeliverable, 
unsustainable and quite frankly 
unimaginative projects which 
were and still are being proposed 
by the Oban CHORD group will 
not stimulate the local economy in 
any meaningful or tangible way. 
‘White elephant’ projects never 
deliver what their supporters say 
they will and you can’t stimulate 
growth by feeding it sound bites 
in The Oban Times. We need 
a credible plan for economic 
growth and we needed it two 
years ago.
Ian Dougall, Oban. 

Bull travelled     
first class on 
steamboat 
Sir,
I was interested to read of the 
anniversary of the steamboat 
Loch Fyne.

Between 1948 and 1945 I 
travelled with MacBraynes from 
Portree to Mallaig several times a 
year on the Loch Nevis calling at 
Raasay and Kyle.

Sometimes the Loch Nevis was 
taken off to go elsewhere and 
was replaced by one of the other 
boats. 

On one occasion it was the 
Loch Fyne which I thought was 
quite luxurious with tartan rugs 
draped over the chairs in the 
deck lounge! When we arrived 
at Raasay, a crew member came 
through the lounge and asked the 
passengers to stand well back as a 
bull was coming on board.

One lady passenger began 
throwing the red tartan rugs 
behind the chairs out of sight of 
the bull. The animal, which was 
quite docile, was led through on 
a rope past its ‘guard of honour’ 
and was followed by a member 
of the crew holding a shovel to its 
rear. There was no ‘fall-out!’

at Kyle.
E Macdonald, Inverness. 

Helpful staff
Sir,
On a recent holiday to Oban, 
my husband by mistake 
did not bring enough
insulin with him. 

We went to Boots the Chemist 
but unfortunately they did not 
have a supply in stock but they 
phoned around for the correct 
type for him, but to no avail. 

They then suggested we made 
an appointment with the health 
centre which kindly gave us an 
emergency appointment and in 
turn a prescription. After much 
searching it was located in 
Glasgow, and arrangements were 
made to send the insulin from 
Glasgow to Boots in Oban. 

The staff at Boots were excellent 
and delivered the insulin to the 
Alexander Hotel.

I would like to give my sincere 
thanks to all the staff at Boots 
who were extremely helpful and 
the staff at the health centre.
Mr and Mrs S Ashworth, by 
email.

A necessity, or convenience
BUDGET cuts: We don’t like them, we concede we have to accept 
them - but where do we draw the line?

people realising necessity takes priority over convenience but this 
should not be an indication people do not care and is not a free pass 
for the council to reduce services where it likes.

The loss of many rural bus services, from this week, may turn 
out to be a line drawn in the sand, a test of restraint and an issue 
that lets the campaigners off the leash.

In a county with a rural make-up and a large proportion of 
elderly residents, cuts to bus services should, at the very least, be 
questioned. What a shame that many who travel by bus are invari-
ably the most vulnerable in society and often have no voice against 
such decisions.

Communities such as Appin and Kilberry, where bus services 
are being cut, are among the most isolated and if passenger num-
bers are low, it is because they are among the smallest populations. 
But passenger numbers seem to matter little if the example of the 
Easdale to Oban bus route is taken into consideration; it transports 
16,546 people a year.

Rural residents rely on their buses for journeys to the shops and 
the hospital. Will they say their bus service was a necessity or a 
convenience?

Did ferry have enough time to float?
LAST week the death knell sounded for the Jura passenger ferry 
service, although its chances of survival had been slim for some 
months.

The decision was made despite a last-minute plea from council-
lor Robin Currie, who lives on the neighbouring Isle of Islay, to 
continue funding the service to help secure the future of a fragile 
island economy. At the same debate, Cowal-based councillor 
Bruce Marshall described the service as ‘an on-going drain on 
resources’.

Both arguments will have their supporters and attempts will 

recover fully from this decision. 
It could be argued the council, desperate to reduce outgoings, has 

taken a short-sighted view of the project, which was more than a 
ferry service to Jurachs. 

The question that will probably never be answered is: Would the 
service become less reliant on council subsidy if given the chance 
to run for another three years?
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RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL:
01631 568000

30,739miles, (1 owner car) ..........£2975

2004 VAUXHALL ASTRA
1.4LTR

68,185miles................................. £3300

2004 VAUXHALL MERIVA
1.6LTR

81,580 miles.. ...............................£3350 59,716 miles, MOT’D till January 2012 ..£3650

2005 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
BREEZE  1.6LTR

72,931miles, Sold As Seen, Full Years 
Mot At Time Of Purchase.............£1750

2002 VAUXHALL ASTRA
1.4LTR

A U T O S E R V I C E S

Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470

VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26

All cars fully serviced and 
MOT’d by ourselves

NEW STOCK ARRIVING WEEKLY

S. D. MacDOUGALL 2005 VAUXHALL CORSA LIFE
1.3LTR

YAMAHA XJ600 
DIVERSION

£850

1994 in good condition, 
12,000 miles, taxed to end of May.

Tel: 07808 094020
2

CAR OF THE WEEK
Outback 2.5 SE Auto
£14,995.00
07/07  Grey  21,000 mls.

Ben Nevis Motors

Ben Nevis Motors North Road 
Fort William Tel: 01397 700110

www.bennevismotors.co.uk
Check out our website for full list of used cars available to buy.

THE ALL NEW
FORD FOCUS

NOW AVAILABLE
Book your Test Drive Today

08 Mitsubishi EVO X FQ300 SST Blue 
Only 18,000 Miles Sat Nav Paddle Shift Gear Box  ......................................................................................£19,995
06 Audi A3 2.0TDi Sline 5dr Blue
Half Leather Climate Control Cd Player .........................................................................................................£12,995
57 Ford Mondeo 2.3 Auto Ghia 
Silver Full Leather 1 Owner Stunning Car 28,000 Miles .............................................................................£10,495
06 Alfa Romeo 159 2.2 JTS Lusso 
4dr Saloon Silver 1 Owner Only 10,000 Miles Immaculate ..........................................................................£9,995
09 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 
5dr Squeeze 1 Owner Only 12,000 Miles Alloys CD player A/C Bluetooth ..................................................£8,995
08 Suzuki SX4 1.6 DT 
5dr 1 Owner 19,000 Miles Immaculate Condition Full Service History .......................................................£8,595
07 Mitsubishi L200 2.5 TD Trojan
Double Cab Full Leather Ac Alloy Wheels .............................................................................................£8,495+VAT
05 Subaru Impreza WRX 4dr Grey
Only 27,000 Miles Full Service History Recent Cam Belt And Pulley Change ............................................£7,995
08 Renault Clio 1.2 Dynamique
Black Only 10,000 Miles 1 Owner Immaculate ...............................................................................................£7,995
59 Ford Ka 1.2 Zetec 
White 1 Owner Only 6,500 Miles Heated Screen A/C Alloys £30 Road Tax ...............................................£7,495
02 BMW 330 Clubsport Coupe
Blue Full Leather Sat Nav Rare Model .............................................................................................................£6,495
06 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec 
5dr Blue Alloys Heated Windscreen Remote Central Locking ......................................................................£5,995
07 Ford Fusion 1.4 Zetec Silver
Alloys AC Heated Windscreen Only 17,000 Miles Immaculate ....................................................................£5,995

£3100 o.n.o.

2003 (53) Limited edition, 
Alloys Spoiler and Amp. 4 
brand new tyres. 6 months 

Tax and MOT. Recent service 
with full history. Great car in 

fantastic condition.

Telephone: 
07880 817766
01866 822008

TOYOTA CELICA 
VVTi STYLEWANTED

All types of 
4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, 
Daihatsus,

any 4 x 4, also 
considered non-
runners or MOT 

failures
Telephone 

01250 884306 
or mobile 

07885 203020

5

£2450 o.n.o.

67,000 miles, FSH, 
just serviced, good 

condition, good MPG.

Telephone: 
07846 500229

04 PEUGEOT
206 1.4S

2

£1950

Rides and performs 
as new.

Telephone: 
07789034471 or 
01631 563618

HONDA CRF 250X 
ENDURO 2005

£2,250ono

SEAT LEON
CUPRA 20VT

02 reg, 1 year MOT, 6 months 
tax, Excellent Cond. 180bhp, 
Leather interior, 2 new front 
tyres, FSH, 110,000 miles 
Fantastic runner, 1 owner 

from new

Telephone: 
01631 564954

£1500

AUDI A3
1.8 SPORT

1998, silver, 82,000 miles, 
service history, taxed & mot’d, 

excellent condition

Telephone: 
07884 252 166

JEEP CHEROKEE 
SPORT

£6,350 ono

2005. 4WD. One owner. 69,300mls. 1yr MOT and tax. Good 
condition

Tel: 01546 830 270

£1850

BMW 525 
SE AUTO

Green,first reg 
feb,2003,FSH,

mot february 2012
,taxed august 2011,
price reflects mileage

Telephone: 
01880 820076

AUDI A3
1.9 TDI SE

£3,100 ono

130bhp, 2002, Full leather interior, 6 speed box, Excellent condi-
tion, MOT until April 2011

Tel: 07917 606 731 or 01967 402 215

£1,600 ono

ROOMY 2 – BERTH COACHMAN
GENIUS 460/2 MODEL

Shower-room, separate sink 
and vanity unit. Wired for 

mains electricity. 
Excellent condition, little used. 

A bargain
Full instruction booklets for 

heaters and appliances.

Text message to 
07771642045 or 

07818498281
and owner will phone you.

£1,200

ELLDIS CARAVAN
4 BERTH

Great Condition
Many Extras

Telephone: 
07765608036

LANDROVER DEFENDER
110 COUNTY TD5

£5,250 ono

2000, 99,000 miles, Epsom Green, 7 seats, Full years MOT, Low 
tax and insurance, Very good BF Goodrich A/T tires, 4WD, Tow-
bar, sunroof, radio / CD and many extras, Maintained regardless 

of cost, Priced for quick sale

Tel: 01546 810265

2 2 2

08 MITSUBISHI L200 DIAMOND, Double Cab Pickup, Auto, Satnav, Leather, Black, 40k £12950

08 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, Double Cab Pickup, Ivor Williams Canopy, Black, 39k £10,950

08 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR double cab pick up, Silver, 50k £10,750

57 MITSUBISHI L200 4WORK, Single Cab pickup, 4WD, White,20k £8,950

07 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pick Up, Leather, E/pac, Black, 35k, £8,950

07 MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE, Single Cab pickup, 4WD, White, 36k £7,950

07 MITSUBISHI L200, 4LIFE, Double Cab pickup, One Owner, White, Choice from 30k From £7,950

56 MITSUBISHI L200 4Work, Double Cab Pickup, Ifor Williams Canopy, Silver, 42k, £8450

09 NISSAN NAVARA PLATINUM, Double Cab pickup, Leather, 6 speed, cruise control E/Pack, Black £13,450

57 NISSAN NAVARA AVENTURA, Double Cab pickup. Sat. Nav, 6 speed, full spec. leather, black £11,950

57 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW, Double Cab Pickup, Auto, Cruise Control, Canopy, Black, 50k, £10950

54 NISSAN NAVARA, king cab pick up, manual, e-pack, alloys, canopy, met. Blue, 70k £5,750

03 NISSAN NAVARA Double Cab pickup, E/pack alloys, Ivor Williams canopy £5,250

08 FORD RANGER, Double Cab Pick-up, manual, 3 tonne tow, E/pack, Air Con, 60k miles £8,450

08 FORD RANGER THUNDER, Double Cab Pickup, Leather, E/pack, Air con, Black, 50k, £10450

08 FORD RANGER THUNDER, Double Cab Pick-up, manual, canopy, full leather, 3 tonne tow, black £8,950

56 FORD RANGER THUNDER, Double Cab Pick-up, manual, full leather, black, 30k miles £8,950

56 FORD RANGER 2.5 TDCI single cab, 4WD Pickup, E/pack, Tow-bar 35K £7,950

08 TOYOTA HILUX HL2, Double Cab Pickup, Manuel, E/Pack, Air con, Black, 45k, £10950

08 TOYOTA HILUX HL2, Double Cab Pickup, Manuel, E/Pack, Air con, Black, 45k, £10950

56 FORD TRANSIT, 350 TDCI, Dropside pickup, Blue, 49k £7,950

08 FORD TRANSIT 280 TDCI MWB Semi high top van, air con,  SLD, blue  47K £7,450

08 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCI LWB High top van, panel lined, SLD, white £6,950

55 FORD TRANSIT 350 115, Crew Cab Pickup, Tail Lift, White, 50k, £5950

08 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0CDTI 115 van 6 speed, remote locking, white 60K £5,950

08 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0 CDTI 90 van 6 speed , remote locking, blue 70K £5,950

58 VAUXHALL ASTRA CLUB, CDTI Van, White, 39k £5,250

57 VAUXHALL ASTRA VAN CLUB MODEL, e/pck 6 speed, cd, met silver, 60k £4,950

57 VW Crafter, CR35, TDI, 109 LWB High top van, E/pack white £8,450

08 VW TRANSPORTER T32 1.9TDI  LWB High top van, air con, remote locking, white £7,750

55 MERCEDES SPRINTER 316 CDi MWB, 4x4 Van, SLD, E/pack, white £10,950

06 LANDROVER 110 TD5, High Capacity Pickup, Truckman Canopy, White, 100k, £7950

20%

S&S Services Subaru 
Used pick ups required

Competitive trade in prices given 
against all new Isuzu Rodeos

www.sandsservices.co.uk

Tel: 01292 880080/88044010 10 Subaru Legacy 2.0SE Tourer
Galaxy Blue,

bumper protector, door visors, 
roof spoiler, waist spoiler 
and front upper spoiler.

Only
£21,495

21’ L.O.A. 7’6” Beam 
Volvo Penta

A.Q.A.D. 31 Turbo Diesel, 
130HP, 22 knots,

cruise, sleeps 3, high spec.
For full details.

Telephone: 
01586 552166

WEEKENDER

2
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West Coast property service

“Hawthornbank” Lochandhu Road
The Hedges, Taynuilt, Argyll

Contact Lockharts 01292 265045, 
weekends and evenings 07980278054

Outstanding detached bungalow in rural 
setting with open views.  Lounge, 3 double 
bedrooms, en-suite, large kitchen with 
Aga, family bathroom, cloakroom, double 
garage, shed/dog kennel, landscaped 

Offers around 
£345,000

ANDERSONBANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

Offers in the 
region of 
£270,000

Kilmoluag, Appin, Argyll 
• Tradtional stone built 

detached property 
• Outstanding 

uninterrupted views 
to Loch Laich & 
Castle Stalker 

• Fully Double Glazed, 
Electric Heating 

• Vestibule, Hall, 
Spacious Lounge, 
Sunroom, Kitchen 

• 3 Bedrooms, Dining 
Room/4th Bedroom, 
Bathroom & Toilet 

• Sizeable Garden 
Ground, Garden Shed/
Store, Private Parking

West Coast property service
For more information www.rowanbanksteading.co.uk

Rowanbank Steading with Adjacent Plot
Lochaline

Unique Development opportunity, 
Steading with courtyard and 
adjacent plot of land situated in 
Lochaline. Overlooking the beautiful 
island of Mull, outline Planning 
Permission has been granted for a 
new dwelling on each plot.

WANTED
Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

FOR RENT
TO LET

2 Bedroom Flat
Fort William

Fully Furnished
£480 pcm 

+ C/Tax & Bills
No Smokers 

or D.S.S.
Would suit 

professional couple.
Tel: 01397 772861

Offers in Excess of £285,000

EAST RONACHAN FOREST, Clachan, Kintyre

• 234.2 Hectares / 578.7 Acres

John Clegg & Co

A diverse commercial forest with several 
attractive lochans, including full sporting 
rights with challenging woodland deer 
stalking and outstanding views.
FREEHOLD FOR SALE AS A WHOLE

2 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, EH1 2AS
0131 229 8800    www.johnclegg.co.uk

FLAT TO LET
2 bedrooms, 

furnished,
near Oban 

town centre, 
£500 pcm 

+ c/tax and bills.  
Telephone 

07735989376

West Coast property service

Former Scottish Owl Centre Premises
Campbeltown, Argyll

Suit visionary falconer/entrepreneur
For more info visit www.witchburn-sale.co.uk

Tel: 0141 530 4335

• Spacious 5 bedroom house set in 2 acres

• 37 aviaries and playground
• Small tea-room and car park
• Development potential for 3 self-catering 

apartments

Offers over 
£285,000

West Coast property service

Please telephone 0141 5335303 or 07549892629
or email: alexeritrea1@yahoo.co.uk

for further details and to arrange viewing.

Pulpit Drive, Oban
3 bedroom detached house 
In beautiful, secluded cul de sac 
but also close to town centre. 
• Lawn to front
• Easily maintained sunny garden with patio to rear.
• 3 spacious bedrooms
• D/Glazed 
• Beautiful views from upstairs windows.

Offers over 
£160,000

Allt-na-Gar, Lochdon, Isle of Mull 
Charming mid-nineteenth century detached cottage 
enjoying panoramic southerly views over Loch Don

bellingram.co.uk

Offers over 
£245,000

beautifully refurbished 
Stock fenced paddock 
0.45 acres
Ground Floor:
Porch, lounge/dining room, 
kitchen with utility area, garden 
room, 2 bedrooms, bathroom 
and 2 W.C.s

Attic:
with two spacious compartments

and heating
Landscaped gardens
Large vegetable garden
Outbuildings.  Greenhouse
OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY 1 MAY 11AM - 5PM

Double Room/
Flat Share

2 Bed 
Furnished Flat

Oban town centre
All facilities inc. 

internet
Deposit £250

 Rent £360 pcm/ 
£85 pw. All inclusive

Sorry no D.S.S.
Tel: 07546 086270

FORT WILLIAM
HOUSE TO LET

Detached 4 
bedrooms

(all en-suite)
Open plan living, 
dining, kitchen

Furnished,
overlooking loch
Garden, parking

Close to town centre
No smokers/pets
Tel:07763468801

COMMERCIAL

FLAIL MOWERS

£1850 inc vat

Pull with quad or 4x4
Honda 13 hp

Clears paddocks, rough ground etc
Spare flails & drive belts available

FREE DELIVERY ARGYLL MAINLAND
Tel: 01546 886275 (Minard)

POWER BARROWS

£1675 inc vat

4x4, takes 250 kilos
Honda engine

28” wide - goes through doorways
Great for building sites, gardens, etc

Snowblades, high sides, flatbeds, towbars available

FREE DELIVERY ARGYLL MAINLAND
Tel: 01546 886275 (Minard)

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

www.zetorparts.co.uk

www.zetorparts.co.uk

Checkout the new Zetor webshop for all
your Zetor spare parts. It’s easy to order

on–line and faster

CURACAO SALERS
PEDIGREE SALERS BULL

For sale
d.o.b. 02/08/2006 • Proven breeder • Calves can be seen

Tel 07533 193448 or 01866 822636 

CHEQUEBOOK style cattle passports 
are possibly about to change – and for 
those livestock farmers who are unable, 
unwilling, or who simply don’t have 
access to a computer, record keeping is 
going to become a little more compli-
cated.

It is proposed that the current ‘book’ 
form of cattle passports, which have 
been in use since 1998, will give way 
on August 1, 2011 to a new style ‘single 
page’ document. 

Replacements
The new passport will not have the 

pre-printed movement cards that are 
found at the back of the current passport 
and allow farmers to notify changes by 
way of a simple tick-box system which is 
then popped in the post.

Old passports will not be withdrawn, 
they will simply be gradually replaced. 
Any cattle born and registered after Au-
gust 1 will be issued with a new passport 
– and any passports that need to be re-
placed under normal circumstances can 
be returned to the Cattle Tracing System 
(CTS) of the British Cattle Movement 
Service (BCMS) – they will then be 
re-issued with a new  one. However, this 
does not mean that cattle keepers can 
send back the old passports simply to 
get the new style documentation.

The replacement fee is to remain the 
same.

The aim of the proposal is to reduce 
costs and the administrative burden 

trends which show that 80 per cent of 
today’s cattle movements are reported 
electronically.

Farmers who don’t have a computer 

Cattle passports to change 
to ‘single page’ system
Chequebook style and movement cards to 
be phased out in favour of online alterations

Chequebook style passports won’t be issued after August 1

have the option of telephoning the 
CTS self-service line - with calls 
charged at local rates. 

The BCMS also suggest that 
many local markets will report 
movements on behalf of their 
customers, but it is up to the 
individual farmers to discuss this 
with their market.

During a period of consultation 
many questions were asked by 
concerned farmers – the most 
common drew attention to the 
lack of available space on the new 
form compared to the current 

chequebook style. Those with 
show stock voiced concern that 
there wasn’t enough space on the 
‘single page’ sample to carry the 
number of movement summaries 
that many cattle showmen record 
over a season. However, the 
BCMS say that they will provide 
continuation sheets for keepers to 
complete whilst animals are fre-
quently attending shows - these 
must then be returned to BCMS 
along with the passport for a new 
updated passport to be reissued 
after the show season.

Sue Mellor, BCMS Operations 
Manager said: ‘We have seen a 
huge increase in the popularity of 
electronic cattle tracing services 
so it makes sense to produce a 
cattle passport which meets the 
needs of our farmers.

‘The new passport is cheaper to 
produce and will save £1m every 
year. 

‘We will also be able to send 
out more than one passport per 
envelope, which is something 
that farmers have been asking us 
to do.’

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks
Up to 250kg East Skeichan 
£465, 200.4p; 
251-300kgs Hilltarvit Mains 
£585, 210.4p; 
301-350kgs South Kirklane 
£750, Mid Craigton 224.4p; 
351-400kgs Craigenton £875, 
223p; 
401-450kg Stenrieshill £910, 
213.1p;
451-500kgs Low Boydston £980, 
Dalchirla 214.4p; 
501-550kgs Barlaugh £1000, 
196.4p ; 
551-600kgs South Hill of Drips 
£1050, 187.5p; 
601-650kgs Boghall £940, 
176.1p; 

142.4p.
Heifers 
Up to 250kgs Ballathie £455, 
210.6p; 
251-300kgs Muirpark £580, 

301-350kgs Ballathie £675, Otter 
Est 214.1p; 
351-400kgs Craigenton £865, 
221p; 
401-450kgs Dalchirla £930, 
Craigenton 222.2p; 
451-500kgs Boghall £990, 
198.4p; 

180.1p; 

Boghall 166.7p; 

165.3p; 

165.2p.
OTM cows 
Randerston (Lim) £1250, Ross 
161.8p; Falside hill (AA) £1085, 
188.4p; Hardiston (BB) £1005, 
157.5p; Boghall (Sim) £995, 
Westerhill 149.7p; Inchgall (Cha) 
£975, 139.3p; Inchgall (HF) 
£955, Craigenton 117.7p.
Sheep 
Hoggets 
Baldovie (Suff) £94; Colintraive 
(BF) £71; Baldovie (Btex) 
£69.50.
Breeding sheep 
Tynayre (Texel ewes correct 
& twin lambs) £186; South 
Ailey (Mule correct ewes & 
twin lambs) £185; South Ailey 
(Blackface ewes correct & twin 

lambs) £110. Culdees (Mule 
1crop ewes & single lambs) 
£144; Tynayre (TexelX ewes 
correct & single lambs) £140; 
South Ailey (Blackface ewes 
correct & single lambs) £75.

DINGWALL  
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Lambs
Cheviot: 283 Torboll, Dornoch, 
£96.50; 
Cross: Teanluick Croft, 
Teandalloch, £86; 
Blackface: 11 Newmore, Muir of 
Ord, £85.50; 
Suffolk: Strathskiach, Evanton, 
£77; 
SuffolkX: Lower Park, Evanton, 
£75; 
Swale: Cawdor Estate, Cawdor, 
£67; 
EasyCare: 5 Easter Kilmachal-
mag, Strathkyle, £66; 
TexelX: Bardachan, Dornoch, 
£57; 
Jacob: Stalkers Cottage, Garve, 
£56.
Ewes 
HalfBred: Muirton Mains, 
Urray, £122; 
Cheviot: Allangrange Park, 
Muir of Ord, £120; 
Charmoise: Lochdhu, Nairn, 
£113; 
Cross: Mountrich Farm, 
Dingwall, £108; 
Mule: Cantraybridge College, 
£104; 
Suffolk: Balmaglaster, Spean 
Bridge, £102; 
Beltex: Kinchyle, £99; 
TexelX: Dunain Mains, 
Inverness, £97; 
Lleyn – Corrimony, Glen 
Urquhart, £93; 
Bluefaced Leicester: Lairgan-
dour, Daviot, £93; 
BeltexX: Caberfeidh, Glenurqu-
hart, £92; 
Blackface: Blackford Farm, 
Croy, £91.
Wedders
Cross: Bardachan, £98; 
Cheviot: 66 Farr, Bettyhill, £87.
Rams:
Beltex: Kinchyle, £115; 
Texel: Easter Sheep Park, £106; 
Cheviot: Eilean Darrach, 
Dundonnell, £96; 
SuffolkX: Balmaglaster, £86; 
Blackface: 5 Aird, £70.

UNITED Auctions sold 2,335 prime sheep including 30 spring 
lambs averaging 270p (+8.6p) and 1,678 hoggs averaging 233.6p/kg 
(+4.2p) and 627 ewes and rams at Stirling last Thursday.

per kilo.
Beltex hoggs from Luckenburn sold to £140 and 304p per kilo 

while Blackhope sold Texels to £138, with Texels from Middle Ballet 
selling to 305p per kilo.

Blackhope also sold Blackfaces hoggs to £110.
Chalmerston sold Cheviot ewes to £144 and Suffolks to £133, 

while Clochkeil, Campbeltown sold Half Breds to £120. Also from 
Kintyre, Mules from High Tirfergus sold to £97.50, with Blackfaces 
from Tangy selling to £91.50.

Texel rams from Pitsundry sold to £154.50, with Suffolks from 

UNITED Auctions sold 1,987 store 
cattle and 123 cows and 185 store 
sheep at Stirling last Wednesday 
when trade for store bullocks rose 
by more that 10p per kilo on the 
previous sale.

Bullocks averaged 184.8p 
(+10.36p) and sold to 224.4p per kg 
for a 332kg Charolais cross from 
Mid Craigton and £1,120 for a 
636kg cross from Boghall.   

Heifers  averaged 178.52p 
(+2.32p) and sold to 222.2p per kg 
for a 405kg Limoisin cross from 
Craigenton and £1,100 for a 666kg 

Cast cows averaged 124.39p and 
sold to 188.4p for an Aberdeen 
Angus from Falsidehill and £1,250 
for a Limousin from Randerston.

Texel ewes with twins from 
Tynayre sold to £186 with South 
Ailey selling Mules with twins to 
£185 and Blackfaces with twins to 
£110 plus Blackfaces with singles 
to £75.Suffolk hoggs from Baldovie 
sold to £94 with the same home 
selling Beltex crosses to £69.50.

Blackface hoggs from Colintraive 
sold to £71.

DINGWALL and Highland Marts 
sold 735 sheep of all classes at 
Dingwall last Wednesday when 
all classes sold extremely well.

Lambs averaged £60.95 and 
sold to £105 for a Beltex from 
Kinchyle, Culbokie. Ewes 

averaged £74.55 and sold to 
£125 for a Suffolk cross from 
Cantraybridge College, Croy

Rams and feeding sheep 
averaged £72 and sold to £118 
for a Suffolk ram from Easter 
Sheep Park, Balblair.

Stirling cattle trade up 10p per kilo Prime sheep continue to rise as 
hoggs sell to 305p per kilo

Market reports

Sheep sell well at Dingwall weekly sale

West Coast
property service

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

Call Margaret on 01631 568009 
to advertise your property
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The Oban Times requires a graphic designer to 
work on a variety of print related products and 
publications. It is envisaged that the requirement 
will commence late May/early June for a period of 3-
4 weeks. Ideally candidates will have the following:
Knowledge of working on PC’s, Adobe InDesign and 
Photoshop.
A good eye for design, typography, colour sense and a keen 
eye for detail.
The ability to produce print ready artwork.
Please apply with a CV and any examples of work to:
personnel@obantimes.co.uk

Graphic
       Design
Short Term Contract

OBAN

Killean Estate Farm requires 
a Shepherd/Stockman.

Some Tractor Work
Apply in writing to – Ruttle Plant Holdings Ltd

Argyll, PA29 6XF
Tel: 01583 441294

Marketing Assistant (hours to suit min 20)

We are a leading specialist food producer.  Our range is sold to both consumer and retail markets.

Building on many years success in direct marketing we are looking to fill a new position within our 

existing DM team.

Tasked with developing and delivering direct marketing campaigns you will create compelling

promotional strategies for both printed and digital media.   You will have a background in direct 

selling, show a creative flair and display excellent analytical skills. 

If you have a drive and desire to succeed are naturally numerate and articulate and possess good

computer skills, you could be part of the team,and help to drive this local business forward.

Please apply in writing, only, to Lucy Burke, Marketing Director, Inverawe Smokehouses, Taynuilt,

Argyll PA35 1HU.  www.smokedsalmon.co.uk

MOTOR MECHANIC VACANCY
Time-served Motor Mechanic required.

 M.O.T. Tester an advantage but not 
necessary as training will be given.
Basic computer skills necessary.

 Salary negotiable depending on experience.
40 hour week/overtime available as required.

 To apply send CV to:
Gordon Penman, Slipway Autos Limited, 

Unit 3, Annat Point, Corpach,  Fort William
Tel 01397 772404

Email Gordon@slipwayautos.co.uk

Public Meeting 
– Update on
Port Ellen Pier
Reconstruction

Following the commencement of the pier 
reconstruction works at Port Ellen, Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL) would like to 
invite you to attend a public meeting in Port 
Ellen to provide an update on the ongoing 
site works.

Public Meeting:
Ramsay Hall, Port Ellen
Wednesday 4 May 2011 19.30hrs

Please note: Future public meetings will only be
advertised locally.

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
SINGLE MOORING: LOCH CRERAN
Notice is hereby given that Paul Beard has applied to 
the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, 
under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 in 
respect of a new mooring at the following location

Description Latitude Longitude
Mooring 56° 31.594N 05° 22.461W

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Druim Cas, Rhugarbh, Appin
Objections relating to safety of navigation, in respect 
of the application should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratories, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of this notice quoting 
reference: 04120/110417
Paul Beard, Druim Cas, Rhugarbh, Appin, Argyll

g

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 
disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in 

respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

11/00547/FUL

11/01268/FUL

Development Address

Queens Cottage
Acharacle

Land 150m SE of Bothan 
Nan Creag
Roshven
Glenuig

Proposal Description

Erection of house

Erection of house

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Full-time; Monday- Friday 9am to 5.30pm; £16,000 to £18,500 pa (DOE)

-

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
MARINE WORKS: LAGG, ISLE OF JURA

Notice is hereby given that JST (Floating Piers) Ltd 
has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) 
Act 2010, in respect of the installation of a temporary 
floating timber loading pier at: Lagg, Isle of Jura

Description Latitude Longitude
Lagg, Jura 55 56.826 N 005 50.689 W

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected during office hours at
Forestry Commission Scotland
Millpark Rd
Oban PA34 4NH
Paul Beard, Druim Cas, Rhugarbh, Appin, Argyll

Glen Nevis Holidays
Holiday Park -

Working Manager Required
Enthusiastic, capable person to join the management team and 

assist in the operation of our substantial holiday business catering 
for touring caravans and camping, self-catering holiday caravans, 

cottages, luxury lodges and shop / reception.
Experience in the holiday trade is not essential but a good practi-

cal mind and organisational and administrative skills would be 
required.

Involves general control and supervision of the business as well as 
direction and motivation of park workforce. This is a demanding 

position and the successful candidate will be outgoing, personable 
and energetic.

Post would ideally suit a couple with employment for partner in 
shops/housekeeping/reception/office.

An attractive remuneration package including good housing is 
available for the successful applicant.

Please apply in writing with C.V. to:
Mr R.J. McCready (Director)

Glen Nevis Holidays Ltd
Glen Nevis

FORT WILLIAM
PH33 6SX

rmc@glen-nevis.co.uk    www.glen-nevis.co.uk

SCHOOLS CONSULTATION
CLELAND SNEDDON
Executive Director of Community Services
Argyll and Bute Council is consulting on proposals to amalgamate schools, under the terms of the Schools Consultation 
(Scotland) Act 2010. 
The consultation phase will commence on 3 May 2011 and will continue until 30 June 2011. 
A public meeting will be arranged in relation to each proposal being put forward and stakeholders will be informed of 
the dates in writing. 
A summary of the proposal and full copies are available from Argyll and Bute Council’s website:
www.education.ea.argyll-bute.sch.uk/schoolconsultations.
You can write to the council expressing your views on the proposals at:
Education Service, School Consultations, Argyll and Bute Council, Argyll House, Alexandra Parade, Dunoon PA23 8AJ
Or by e-mail: schoolconsultations@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Or via the response form attached to the web-based proposal document

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with them may 
be examined at 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX and the location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning and Regulatory 
Services 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX by the 19/05/2011

•Ref No: 11/00540/PP
Applicant: Mr James Redman
Proposal: Erection of agricultural shed and formation of access track.
Site Address: Tormisdale Croft Port Charlotte Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA48 7UE
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Charlotte
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.  An extant list of planning applications 
can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 
8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with them may 
be examined at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR and the location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning and Regulatory 
Services Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR by the 19/05/2011

•Ref No: 11/00427/PP
Applicant: The Coll Recycling Group
Proposal: Erection of shed
Site Address: Land West Of Arinagour Petrol Station Arinagour Isle Of Coll Argyll And Bute PA78 6SY
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Coll

•Ref No: 11/00536/PPP
Applicant: Mrs Margaret Kennedy
Proposal: Site for the erection of dwellinghouse.
Site Address: Land Opposite Ards Guest  House Connel Oban Argyll And Bute PA37 1PT
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Connel

•Ref No: 11/00581/PP
Applicant: Atlantis Leisure
Proposal: Installation of bio mass boiler, flue and associated containers and fencing
Site Address: Atlantis Leisure Dalriach Road Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 5JE
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.  An extant list of planning applications 
can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST
and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at 67/ 69 Chalmers 
Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the location detailed below and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.  Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX within 21 days of the appearance of this notice.  Please quote the reference 
number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 11/00495/PP
Applicant: Mr Gordon MacLennan
Proposal: Erection of extension to dwellinghouse (retrospective)
Site Address: 28 Charlotte Street Port Ellen Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA42 7DF
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Ellen
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under the terms of the Freedom 
of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site.
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither will 
be taken into account when the application is being considered.
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website at  
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE

Iain A MacKinnon Ltd  trading as  I A MacKin-
non Haulage of  Dunfoot, Balephetrish, Isle of 
Tiree PA77 6UY is applying for a licence to 
use 33 Balephetrish, Isle of Tiree PA77 6UY  
as operating centre to keep 4 vehicles & 6 
trailers. Owners or occupiers of land (includ-
ing buildings) near the operating centre who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written 

Harehills Lane, Leeds LS9 6NF stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of this notice. Rep-
resentors must at the same time send a copy 
of their representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. A guide 
to making representations is available from 

PUBLIC NOTICES

Full Time Yard Sales Assistant
Oban

We currently have a vacancy for a Yard Sales As-
sistant at the above branch.
Working within this key customer facing role, you will be 
responsible for serving our customers and completing 

with the goods they buy and the service they receive.
As part of your job you will need to put away stock 
and keep our yard tidy, therefore, you will need 

role. We will train you to use our forklift and other 
mechanical handling equipment.
This is an excellent opportunity if you want to come 
into a growing company. Your commitment and 
dedication will ensure you succeed. If you wish to 
progress you can be assured of our commitment to 
training and developing you.

If you would like to be considered for these posi-
tions please apply online, alternatively you can 
apply in writing to:
Iain Hunter, Branch Manager, Keyline Builders 
Merchants, Soroba Road, Oban, PA34 4HQ
No agencies please
Closing date for applications – 6th May 2011

Full Time Senior Sales Assistant
Oban

We Currently have a vacancy for a Senior Sales 
Assistant at the above branch.
You will need to be organised in this varied and 
interesting role, with the ability to demonstrate 
excellent sales skills and a high level of customer 
service at all times.
As well as serving customers both at the counter 
and by telephone, you will be responsible for the 
correct pricing and merchandising of goods, main-
taining stock levels and ensuring all documentation 
is processed correctly.
The Ideal candidate will be a team player with 
knowledge of company systems and procedures, 
have experience in a similar role and the desire to 
succeed. Experience in sales of building material 
is essential.

The Watering Can 

Coffee Shop
AT GLENBARR NURSERY

COOK WANTED
to work Saturdays & Sundays 

(plus other days may be available to cover)

Tel: 01583 421200
E-mail: glenbarr-nursery@supanet.com



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

•JOINERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners, Builders 

& Funeral Directors

Family run business
Breadalbane
Street, Oban

Telephone
01631 562562
01631 562203

24 hour call out

•WINDOW BLINDS

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Pre-payment
required for advertisements of 
less than £50 (excluding death 

notices)
Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K ........................... £58.00

 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

•PLUMBING & HEATING

•CARAVANS

CARAVANS FOR SALE
TRALEE BAY HOLIDAY PARK

Off-site Sales – Ex-Hire Fleet
2007 28 x 12 Willerby £7,400

Choice of 3 

On-Site Sales
2008 38 x 12 Caravan £28,000

(Pond Location)
New 38 x 12  Caravan £33,000

(Sea View)

Tralee Bay Holiday Park
01631 720255 or 720217

tralee@easynet.co.uk     www.tralee.com

• TRANSPORT

ALBA 
 (Argyll) 

• Household removals
• Light Freight 
• House Clearances
• Antique Valuations
• Furniture
  Transportation.

Tel 01631-720 339
Mob: 07789 914001

PORTABLE 
APPLIANCE

TESTING
Competitive rates 
Instant certificate 

Hotels, B&B’s Retail 
outlets, Commercial 

business, Rental 
accommodation.

Act now get covered  
Contact Ken Barnes 

on 07795996322

•PORTABLE APPLIANCE 
TESTING

18 Thursday 28 April, 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

PORT MERRION FULL 
COFFEE SET Phoenix 

never used, 34 years old 
- very collectable.  Perfect 
condition - collect only or 
deliver Fort William,  £39 
Telephone 01397 712659.

BABY EQUIPMENT
 WOODEN SWINGING 
CRIB Mothercare wooden 
swinging crib / cradle in 
birch + mattress.  Hardly 
used, purchased 6 months 
ago. Benderloch, can 
deliver,  £40 Telephone 
07970 827860.
BABY HIP CARRIER 

Hip carrier/seat, as new. 
Benderloch,  £5 Telephone 
07970 827860.
MAMAS AND PAPAS 
PRAM navy and white 
check. Very good condition,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
565187.
MOTHERCARE TRAVEL 
COT Hide and Seek travel 
cot, excellent condition, 
only used twice,  £30 
Telephone 01631 569678.
NEW WATERPROOF COT 
SHEETS 2 x waterproof 

from John Lewis Baby range. 
Unused still sealed in packets, 
£3 each or £5 for both.  
Telephone 07970 827860.

BICYCLES
BICYCLE LIFT with cord 
for use in garage etc, never 
used,  £10 Telephone 01631 
565241.
CYCLING SHOES with 
cleats, size 7, new,  £10 
Telephone 01631 565241².
OLDER BOYS/MAN’S 
BICYCLE can email pics and 
can deliver to Oban area,  £30 
Telephone 01852 314009².

BUILDING / DIY
STONE SHOWER BASE 
& Free Cubicle 700mm 
resin stone shower base 
- new wrapped.  I will 
throw in a 700mm corner 
shower cubicle free, used 
but in good condition,  £39 
Telephone 01397 712659.
WOODTURNING LATHE 
large, single phase, with 
accessories,  £1,000ono 
Telephone 01499 500216².

 CAR ACCESSORIES
THULE ROOF BOX 
Thule Alpine 500 roof 
box, approx. 7’long, grey. 
Good condition,  £49.99 
Telephone 07774 095657.

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250

2 BARUM VAN TYRES on 
Mercedes rims.  225/70R15C, 
excellent tyres, rusty rims,  
£49.99 for the pair.  Telephone 
01631 564578².
NISSAN ALMERA 1.4, 
5 door hatchback, 1999, 
90k, Non runner, MOT end 
Sept, 2011,  £120 Telephone 
01855 821387 evening  
07770 703267 day².

 CD’S, DVD’S AND
VIDEOS

STAR TREK TNG 
Complete Series 1-7 (49 
CDs). S1-6 collectors cases, 
S7 slimline version. All in 
good condition and 100% 
playable,  £49.99 Telephone 
01546 510282.

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

BLACK STEEL TOE CAP 
Safety Boots.  New in 
box,  £15 Telephone 01631 
564578².
GIRLS CLOTHES mixed 
bag suitable for9/10year 
old.  In very good condition,  
£15 the lot Telephone 01866 
822593 evenings.

HIKING TRAINERS pair 
of bluish Hiking Trainers, 
not used much, clean,  size 
8,  £5 Telephone 01546 
606475.

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

3 WIRED KEYBOARDS 3 
different wired keyboards, 
1 microsoft comfort curve 
black, 1 internet logitech,1 

A Bargain buy,  £10.00 
Telephone 01546 606475.
COMPAQ DESK TOP 
COMPUTER and printer 
with desk and swivel chair,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
571077.
NETGEAR MODEM/
ROUTER ADSL RangeMax 
Wireless Modem Router, 
6 internal antennas with 
box and CD, power 
adapter, phone cable, etc. 
speed10x10 coverage,  
£49.99 Telephone 01546 
606475.
NETGEAR WIRELESS-N 
USB ADAPTER Wireless 
RangeMax N USB adapter 
WN111v2. Enhance media 
streaming, Faster downloads 

802.11g, 802.11n,  £17.50 
Telephone 01546 606475.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

DRINKS FRIDGE by 
Husky, excellent condition,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
566475.
ELECTROLUX TURBO 
VACUUM  cleaner. Comes 
with tools and spare bags,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
565733.
LARGE FRIDGE 
FREEZER Whirlpool Class 
A, auto defrost 6ft tall. To 
be collected,  £80 Telephone 
07786 112126(Tarbert).
ZANUSSI UPRIGHT 
FRIDGE good condition,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
566475.

DOMESTIC PETS
BLACK LABRADOR 
PUPPIES gorgeous and 
ready for new homes, 
wormed and vet checked.  
Must be seen, KC Reg 
with excellent pedigrees.  
Telephone 01880 740636².
LABRADOR PUPPIES Sire 
FTW, hips scored and eyes 
clear, optigen clear, CNM 
clear, Dame exceptionally 
well bred, hip score and 
clear eye history, dogs only. 
Telephone 01290 338747.
LABRADOR PUPPIES 
colour Fox Red, ideal pets 
or working, both parents fox 
red and working, available 
May 14.  Telephone 01369 
820251.

 FIREARMS
HATSAN ESCORT 3½” 
Magnum semi-auto, M/C, 
vgc, £450. Beretta AL 391 
Teknys 12G semi-auto, 
vgc,  £900 Telephone 07990 
886646².

 FURNITURE
ADJUSTAMATIC BED 
double tilt and massage 
adjustable bed, can be used 
as 2 singles.  Buyer to uplift,  
£49 Telephone 07890 
445039.
BEDS Double Divans 
complete with unused 
luxury deep memory foam 
mattresses, plus headboards, 
all brand new, still in 
packaging, cost £780 each, 
will accept £250 delivered.  
Telephone 07922 812345².
COFFEE TABLE with glass 
top, vgc,  £20 Telephone 
01631 565206.
D A R K W O O D 
SIDEBOARD with gold 

cupboards, beautiful 
condition,  £49.99 Telephone 
01631 566475.

DINING CHAIRS hand 
made Mahogany, ex 
5* Hotel surplus stock, 

6/8/12 2 carvers per set, 
any combination, whole 
lot negotiable with seller. 
Chairs £20  Carvers £25 
Telephone 07789 914001.
DINING TABLE mahogany 
inlaid dining table and 6 
chairs with light green soft 
seats and backs, excellent 
condition, hardly used,  
£230 Telephone 01631 
564578².
DRESSING TABLE & 
STOOL and matching 
mirrors, in very good 
condition,  £35 Telephone 
01631 565206.
K I T C H E N / D I N I N G 
TABLE pine, refectory 
style, good construction, 
L48”xW30”xH29”, £20 
Telephone 01855 811879 
(Ballachulish).
LARGE DFS SETTEE in 
very good condition.  Can 
email pics and can deliver 
to Oban area,  £49.99 
Telephone 01852 314009².
LARGE DINING TABLE 
with glass top and bronze 
metal curved base.  Can 
email pics and deliver 
to Oban area,  £49.99 
Telephone 01852 314009.
LAURA ASHLEY 
FOOTSTOOL large dark 
green, can email pics and 
can deliver to Oban area,  
£15 Telephone 01852 
314009².
REID ARMCHAIR green 
and comfy.  Can email pics 
and deliver to Oban area,  
£7.50 Telephone 01852 
314009.
SINGLE BED girls, daisy 
iron effect headboard and 
footboard, good condition,  
£40 Telephone 07900 
822708.
SOLID WOOD 
BOOKCASE glass cabinet 
with drawers, lovely item.  
Can email pics and can 
deliver to Oban area,  £25 
Telephone 01852 314009².
THREE DRAWER CHEST 
in vgc,  £200 Telephone 
01631 565206.
THREE SEATER SETTEE 
and one chair(near new from 
Matheson’s) light brown/
beige,  £600ono Telephone 
01631 566340.

 GARDEN
16 USED PATIO CHAIRS 
very good condition.  
Contact Box No 69, Oban 
Times, Oban PA34 4HB,  
£49.99.
COMPOST BIN green 
plastic, good condition,  £10 
Telephone 01631 564578².

 GARDEN MACHINERY
BLACK & DECKER 
STRIMMER 450 watt, 
used twice,  £20 Telephone 
01631 566340.
HEDGE TRIMMER 
Eckman long reach, 
telescopic (with harness), 
hardly used,  £35 Telephone 
01546 606696.
LAWN MOWER 4 WORK 
used once, with collection 
box,  £49.99 Telephone 
01631 566475.
RIDE-ON MOWER 10hp, 
Westwood.  Telephone A 
Graham on 01586 552240. 
SELF PROPELLED 
MOWER Sovereign self 
propelled petrol mower 
Briggs and Stratton 450s 
with grass box,  £49 
Telephone 01631 564300.
STRIMMER ELECTRIC 
Black and Decker GL690  

Telephone 01631 564300.

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

CALOR GAS HEATER 
,  £49.99 Telephone 01546 
603268.

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

BUSH TELEVISION I have 
a large old style TV in good 
working order with working 
controls it has a 26inch 
screen,  £30 Telephone 
01866 822500.
COLOUR TELEVISION 
small retro.  Can email pics 
and deliver to Oban area,  £10 
Telephone 01852 314009.
SILVER TELEVISION 
medium size.  Can email pics 
and deliver to Oban,  £25 
Telephone 01852 314009.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
5’ HEADBOARD matching 
valance and padded cover, 
glazed chintz, pink, blue on 
cream background, good 
condition,  £45 Telephone 
01852 200377.

 HOME OFFICE
A3 PHOTO PRINTER 
Professional A3 photo 
printer:  HP Photosmart 
Pro B9180, fabulous photo 
quality, vivera inks, takes all 
art papers.  Little used but 
needs new print head.  Cost 
over £500, will take £250. 
Telephone 07751 806593².
LARGE CORNER DESK 
UNIT, ETC. beautiful 
wooden corner desk unit 
with monitor stand and 

Buyer to collect, email for a 
photograph martinonmull@
btinternet.com,  £49 
Telephone 01397 712659.

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

KITCHEN WORKTOP 
new Axiom Turin marble 
laminate, cream with blue & 
brown marbling, L1550mm 
x W600mm x D38mm,  £15 
Telephone 01855 811879 
(Ballachulish).
PLASTIC SHOWER TRAY 
1200mm x 800,  £49.99 
Telephone 01546 603268.

 LIVESTOCK
FLOCK OF 6 GEESE 
laying, £25 each, will split, 
4 female Khaki Campbell 
ducks, laying, £10 each.  2 
neutered female cats, one 
very friendly, one live-
out, free to good homes.  
Telephone 07751 806593².

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Ideal for 

Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

MARINE
10FT LONG OAR,   £49.99 
Telephone 01546 603268.

MISCELLANEOUS
CLARKE METAL 
DETECTOR industrial, 
hardly used,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 730323.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

JUNIOR GOLF CLUBS 
Cobra J Speed Junior Set 9-
11 Year old. Driver, Fairway 
metal, utility club,6,8, wedge 
and putter all in Cobra stand 
bag,  £49 Telephone 01499 
302061.
JUNIOR GOLF SHOES 
white and black Stubert golf 
shoes size 6,  £10 Telephone 
01499 302061.

JUNIOR GOLF SHOES 
red, white and blue Hi-
Tec junior golf shoes size 
4, good condition,  £10 
Telephone 01499 302061.
JUNIOR GOLF 
WATERPROOFS PING 
Waterproofs, size LJ. Blue 
jacket and black trousers, 
good condition,  £25 
Telephone 01499 302061.

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

LAMINATING Keep 
your important documents 
safe from dust, dirt, tears 
and creases. A4-£2, A3-
£3. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.
PARTY INVITES 
Customised to suit any style 
or occasion, come supplied 
with envelopes. 50 invites 
for £23.50. From Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

 WANTED
SCRAP METAL all types 
of scrap metal, we uplift 
scrap cars, call Mr Cook, 
West Coast Scrap Metals. 
Telephone 01499 500638 or 
07787 991636².

•GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Do you... “Believe not the 
truth but have pleasure in 

unrighteousness.”?

The Lord Jesus Christ 
suffered and died on 
the Cross of Calvary 

for your sins. 
What think you 

of Him?
www.WordsbytheWayside.co.uk

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court 
or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of 
any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the 
advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts 
given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

PERSONALS

KARRATHA MULL 
OIL MAN

Quantas Perth 
Singapore Flight
14th April 2011    

Scottish Linda enjoyed 
your conversation.

If you are Un Attached 
please contact her 

07780732268

Happy 2nd birthday
On Friday 29th April

To our little Princess

Rowan MacCorquodale
From GaGa and PaPa

xx

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes£1500 O.N.O

16FT
ARRAN

For Sale

Telephone: 
07900412292

MARINE CRUISETTE
DAY BOAT

£1500 (negotiable)

Reliable 15hp Johnson 2T engine (elec start). Large cuddy, cush-
ioned seats. Will include lifejackets, fenders, boat hook, oars, 

mooring ropes etc

Tel: 01546 600324 or 07885 841804

ORKNEY
PILOTHOUSE 20

OIRO £24,000 inc trailer

2006 built Length 19 ft 6, Beam 7 ft 10, Wt 1800 lbs, with Mariner 80 hp outboard 2006 [approx. 
100 hours], giving max. 23 knots. Cabin and exterior dual controls. Comes with virtually new De 

Graaff Trailer.  Available inspection onshore Appin.

Tel: 01631 730323

EX RNLI LIFEBOAT AND
DUNKIRK LITTLE SHIP - LOUISE

46’ X 12’ X 4’, 2 FORD 72 HP DIESEL ENGINES, PRICE AND 
PARTICULARS, CONTACT J FINDLAY

Tel: 01496 302125



FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce
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MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Thursday 1 May 2011

1st After Easter
St John’s Cathedral, 

Oban
Holy Communion ......08.00
Sung Eucharist ...........10.15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Communion ...... 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............. 08.00
Evensong ...................... 20.00

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday
Oban High School 

Main Hall 
10:30am

All Welcome
01866 822286 or 

07788598843
www.lorncf.org.uk

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 1 May 2011

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

WEDDINGS

MacDonald – Gillies 
Fiona Gillies and Chris MacDonald, both of Fort 

William, were married at The Lodge on Loch Lomond, 
Luss on February 25, 2011.

BIRTHS
HART – Fiona and Mark 
are delighted to announce 
the safe arrival of Lewis 
David on April 16, 2011.  
A little brother for Megan.  
First grandson for Mel and 
Margaret, Oban and Herbie 
and Gill, Halton.  Sincere 
thanks to staff at Oban and 
Royal Alexandra Maternity 
Units and Ambulance Crew.
MURPHY – John - 
Paul and Annalee (neé Crowe) 
are delighted to announce 
the birth of their son Fergus 
Andrew on Thursday April 
14, 2011, a brother for Isla 
Rose. Second grandchild for 
Bill and Margaret Murphy, 
Glasgow, fourth grandchild 
for Dinease and the late Dennis 
Crowe, Oban. Grateful thanks 
to all staff at Edinburgh Royal 

ENGAGEMENTS
CLARK - McILROY - 
Both families are very happy 
to announce the engagement 
on Good Friday, April 22, 
of Murray, son of Alex and 
Sandra, Ganavan, Oban and 
Catherine, daughter of Bill 
and Margaret, Bishopbriggs, 
Glasgow.
MACLEOD, MR J M - 
SUTHERLAND MISS K R,
Both families are pleased to 
announce the engagement 
between Jonathon Murdo 
MacLeod, youngest son of 
Kenny and Grace MacLeod, 
Barvaltair, Castleton, 
Lochgilphead and Kaleidh 
Ruth Sutherland, younger 
daughter of David and Moyra 
Sutherland, Hawthorns, 
Slockavullin, Kilmartin on 
Saturday April 23, 2011.

GOLDEN WEDDING
MACKENZIE – 
FERGUSON -  On April 
27 1961, at The Church 
of Scotland, Tarbert, Isle 
of Harris, by the late Rev 
Donald Macrae. Freddie to 
Mary. Present address 29 
Nant Drive, Oban, Argyll.

DEATHS
BLAIR – Peacefully at Mid 
Argyll Hospital, on April 25, 
2011, Duncan Blair, in his 
96th year, of Fernoch Park, 
Lochgilphead.  Devoted 
husband of the late Cathy, 
loving father of the late 
John and very dear friend to 
many.  Much loved uncle, 
great uncle, great-great uncle 
and great-great-great uncle.  
Funeral service will be held at 
Clydebank Crematorium on 
Saturday, April 30, 2011, at 
9.30am, thereafter a Service 
of Celebration for his life 
will be held in Lochgilphead 
Parish Church at 3.00 pm.  

Donations, if desired, to 
Glenaray Ward, Mid Argyll 
Hospital.  All friends and 
family are respectfully invited 
to attend.  
BUCHANAN – William, 
53, dearly loved husband 
of Ann and loving father of 
Mary, Katy and Hugh, died 
suddenly at home in Connel 
on Saturday April 23, 2011. 
Willie devoted son to Molly 
and the late Donald Buchanan 
of Morar and brother to 
Catherine, Archie and Colin, 
will be sadly missed by all his 
family and friends. Funeral 
details to follow.
CAMPBELL - Peacefully 
at Inverclyde Royal 
Hospital, Greenock on 
Wednesday, April 20, 2011, 
Janet (Seonaid), née Shaw, 
formerly of Port Charlotte, 
Islay. Beloved wife of the late 
Colin Campbell.
MAXWELL MACDONALD 
– Peacefully at home, on 
April 21, 2011, Dame 
ANNE MAXWELL 
MACDONALD, Baronetess, 
in her 105th year, widow of  
Jock Maxwell Macdonald of 
Largie, mother of John and 
Donald and a grandmother 
and great grandmother.  A 
Thanksgiving Service will 
be held in A’Chleit Church 
on Wednesday, May 4 at 
12.30pm.  All welcome.  

retiral collection will be held 
in aid of A’Chleit Church.
MACDONALD - Peacefully 
at Tigh a Rudha, Scarinish, 
Tiree on April 19, 2011, 
Catherine (Rena) MacKinnon, 
beloved wife of the late 
Donald and dearly loved and 
loving mother of Charlie, 
Myra and the late Iain.
MACLEAN – Hector 
Ronald, peacefully on Sunday 
April 3, 2011 at St Vincent’s 
Hospice, Howwood after a 
long illness Hector, retired 
sheriff of Paisley, Western 
Isles and Lothian and Borders 
at Linlithgow. Son of the late 
Donald Maclean and Lucy 
MacAlister of Dervaig, Isle 
of Mull, loving husband of 
Hilary and devoted father 
of Tessa, Caroline and Jo, 
adored grandpa of Scott, 
Tom, Emma, Zoe, Nina and 
Lucy. Funeral was private.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

DARROCH - Mary would 
like to extend her grateful 
thanks to all family, friends 
and neighbours for their 
many kind expressions of 
sympathy shown to her in 
the way of cards, letters, 

following the sad loss of 
Duncan. Many thanks 
also to all those who paid 

their last respects at Perth. 
Sincere thanks to all the 
doctors and staff at the 
Red Practice, Crieff and to 
the staff of Ward 2, Crieff 
Hospital and Ward 4, Perth 

care and attention. Special 
thanks go to the Rev Stuart 
Dunn for his caring and 
comforting service and to 
Gaulds Funeral Directors 
for their sympathetic 
handling of the funeral 
arrangements.
MACSWEEN - Donnie 
and the family of the late 
Johan MacSween, 6 Alma 
Crescent, Oban, would like 
to sincerely thank all friends 
for their numerous kind 
expressions of sympathy 
in their recent sad loss.  
Special thanks to Lorn 
Medical Centre, Oban and 
the Coronary Care Unit at 
the Golden Jubilee National 
Hospital, Clydebank for their 
outstanding care. Grateful 
thanks also to Rev Murdo 
Smith, Scarista for his very 
comforting services, to 
William T Fraser and Son, 
Inverness and John Murdo 
Morrison and cemetery 
attendants, Harris, for their 

funeral arrangements. 
They would also like to 
express their gratitude to 
Johan’s friends in Oban, 
the Western Isles and Ross-
shire for their kindness over 
the years. She was laid to 
rest in Borve Cemetery, 
Harris on Wednesday, 
April 6. God bless you all.
The Manse, Swordale Road, 
Evanton, IV16 9UZ
McKEOWN - Cynthia, 
Margaret and family are 
overwhelmed by the love 
which has surrounded 
them since the loss of 
dear Pat.  This is so much 
appreciated. Thank you to 
the paramedics and police 
for their sensitive guidance, 
Dr Cat Adams and Rev 
Cat Knott and Dr Alyson 
Murray. Great comfort 
was taken from the service 
at Glencruitten Road, our 
thanks to Rev Cat Knott and 
Rev Dugald Cameron and 
to Rev Cat and Rev Donald 
Campbell in helping us say 
goodbye to Pat at Clydebank 
Crematorium. Thank you to 
D & A Munn Ltd staff, Ian 
MacInnes, Donald and Mike 
for their care and support. 

MEMORIAMS
ALLAN – In loving memory 
of Ian, a dear brother, 
brother-in-law and uncle 
who died April 28, 2010.
Remembered always.
- Anne, John, Andrew and 
Tony.
Forever in our thoughts
- Jimmy, Elspeth, Linda, 
Julie and Chris.
CAMPBELL – In loving 
memory of Angus D 
Campbell  a dear father and 
grandpa, who died April 27, 
1981.
Always remembered
All the family in Bunessan, 
Oban and away
DOWNIE - Alister, loving 
father and grandfather, died 
May 2, 1999.
Loved and remembered 
everyday.
- Marianne, Bob, Kirstie, 
Euan and Caitlin. 
GILLIES - 8th Anniversary 
of my dear husband Ronnie, 
who died April 26, 2003.
Loved and remembered 
everyday
Sadly missed.
 - Inserted by his loving 
wife May.
JOHNSTONE – Precious 
memories of my much loved 
husband Neil who died on 
April 26, 2008.
You are not gone, you are 
with me in every footstep, 
every heartbeat, every 
dawn, every sunset. 
All my love.
- Ena
Always in our thoughts
Treasured memories
- Neil and Daniel.
Missing you and loving you 
always.
- Raema, Graham, Jamie 
and Paul.
MACKAY - Treasured 
memories of Bill a much 
loved husband, dad and 
granda, died April 28, 2010.
Our hearts till ache with 
sadness

For what it meant to lose 
you
No one will ever know.
- Alison, Alison, Gus and 
family, Billy, Tracy and 
family and Caroline, Robert 
and family.
MACKECHNIE– In loving 
memory of our dear parents, 
John died April 29, 1972 
at Kilmalieu and Catherine 
MacCallum, died March 6, 
1953 at Ardslignish.
Always in our thoughts
- Inserted by their family.
MACKINNON - In loving 
memory of my dear husband, 
Neil, who passed away on 
April 30,1991. Dear father to 
David and Eileen, grandfather 
to Helen, Lisa and John and 
great grandfather to James.
Always in our thoughts.
- Jessie.
MACLELLAN - In loving 
memory of my dear parents, 
Donald Maclellan, who 
died on April 22 1955 and 
Margaret Scott who died on 
April 20 1977
Always remembered.
- Mary.

MACPHEE - Treasured 
memories of Margaret 
(Manda), a much loved 
aunt, died April 28, 2006.
Always remembered.
- From all the family. 
ROBERTSON - 
Remembering my cousin 
John (Lochaline), who died 
so suddenly on April 28, 
2008, age 48.
Always in my thoughts.
- Catherine, Stonehaven.

DIVINE MERCY
SUNDAY

1st May 2011  3pm.

www.
divinemercyapostolate.

co.uk
Tel: 02089980925

CHARITY DONATIONS

Liddle – Harbison
Rachael Harbison and Mark Liddle were married in 
Koh Samui, Thailand, on March 5, 2011. Rachael 

is the daughter of Craig and Carolyn Harbison, 
Barisdale and Mark is the son of Colin and Jackie 

Liddle, Kirkwall, Orkney.

Easter marked 
at St Columba’s 
Cathedral
EASTER was a grand 
celebration of joy in light, sound 
and colour at St Columba’s 
Cathedral, Oban.  

Canon Donald MacKay, parish 
priest, was the main celebrant, 
assisted by Deacon David 
Connor who will be ordained 
here next month.  

Following clerical changes in 
the Diocese of Argyll and the 
Isles, Bishop Joseph Toal was in 
Caol, where he led parishioners 
there through the Holy Week 
Services.  

In the cathedral, Palm Sunday 
heralded the start of the week 
with children in procession 
waving palms re-enacting events 
of that historic day.  

The commemoration of 
the Last Supper was held on 
Thursday evening.  

At the end of the service, 
decoration was removed and the 
sombre atmosphere remained 
through Good Friday when 

remembered with the reading of 
the Passion according to St John 
to a packed Cathedral.  

After dusk on Saturday 
evening the mood changed in 
dramatic fashion.  

In a darkened church, Canon 

to candles held by everyone 
present.  

Suddenly there was an 
explosion of light and Deacon 
David sang the proclamation 
of Easter signifying the 
Resurrection.  

At the end of that service, 
Polish families present came 
forward and prayed in their 
own language.  They brought 
beautifully decorated baskets of 
simple food which were laid near 
the alter.  

These were blessed by Canon 
Donald and taken home to be 

That day brought the biggest 
congregation of the week and 
the sound of the joyful music, 
directed by Maureen Arthur, 

Canon Donald spoke about 
this being his last Easter as 
administrator of the Cathedral.  
He moves to South Uist later this 
year.  In his Easter sermon he 
asked everyone to take the basic 
teachings of the risen Christ 
away from the building and out 
into a troubled world to create 
harmony and peace.

Duncan Johnstone.

Councillors defend 
planning system 
over hotel scheme
OBAN councillors have hit out at 
critics of the council’s planning 
system over the proposal to 
demolish the Argyll Hotel.

The council’s planning, 
protective services and licensing 
committee last week approved 
plans to demolish the crumbling 
building and replace it with a 
new, 63 bed complex.

While Historic Scotland must 
ratify the decision before any 
work can take place, councillors 
say they’ve done all that has 
been asked of them.

Speaking at Monday’s meeting 
of Oban Community Council, 
Neil Mackay said: ‘It’s a relief 

it. We’ve had a lot of criticism 

opportunity the council has 
had to make a decision on the 

application that came to us 
and the criticism was entirely 
unwarranted.’

Roddy McCuish, who had 
given a presentation about 
the planning process to the 
community council prior to the 
discussion, said: ‘This saga – and 
it has been a saga – has been 
dragging on for a while, but this 

made on it.
‘We’ve done what we were 

asked to do. Now it’s up to 
Historic Scotland.’

COUNCILLORS will today 
(Thursday) discuss the 
accountability of the decision 
making process in Argyll and Bute.

A motion brought forward by 
Argyll First will ask the full 
council to consider scrapping the 
16-member Executive Committee 
and revert all business to the full 

council for deliberation. Councillor 
Donald Kelly, of Argyll First, said: 
‘The full council of 36 elected 
members should be considering all 
the issues. 

‘At the moment 90 per cent of 
council decisions are taken at the 
Executive by the 16 members which 
is totally undemocratic.

‘When a Councillor is elected 
the public expect each and every 
Councillor to have equal voting 
rights on all council business. 

Informed
‘This is not happening and we 

feel the wider public need to be 
informed on this issue.’

Last week the Executive 

Committee decided to set up a group 
to look at democratic processes in 
the council.

It was decided the Council 
Leader and three members of the 
administration would be joined by 
three members of the opposition to 
bring a motion forward to a future 
meeting of the executive.

Bid to scrap council’s ruling executive

Oban and Lorn Horticultural Society donated the fruits of their labours to three of the area’s charities. Alzheimer Scotland Oban and Lorn branch 
and the Argyll and Bute branches of Macmillan Cancer Support and Marie Curie Nursing Service each received £200 raised from the summer show 

auction. Jim Kirkpatrick, the horticultural society’s president, said: ‘The committee chose these three charities because they are causes that are close 
to members’ hearts.’ The society is looking forward to its rhododendron show on May 21. Front row, from left: Ian MacKenzie of Alzheimer Scotland 

Oban and Lorn branch; Jim Kirkpatrick, Oban and Lorn Horticultural Society; Lynne Millar, Marie Curie Nursing Care; and Kate Turner, Macmillan 
Cancer Support, joined by horticultural society members. 15_t17hort01

Three-and-a-half-year-old George and 14-month-old sister Emily Pagan with mum Laura after 
the Easter Bonnet parade at Glencruitten Church Centre on Saturday. The parade was held during 

the Easter Tea Party fundraiser for the Toy Cupboard play scheme. Nicola Wilson won the adults 
competition, while Ellie Raaburn and Jason Carroll won the junior prizes. 07_t17easterb3

STAFF from Oban Airport have 
launched a bid to run the complex, 
The Oban Times understands.

It is believed a business advisor 
has been working with staff on the 
initiative. 

The move comes as three potential 
operators to run publicly-backed 

air services to the isles have put in 
bids.

While the information about the 
bidders is still under wraps, owners 
Argyll and Bute Council said each 
one has been evaluated.

A spokeswoman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘A paper has 

been submitted for consideration by 
the council’s executive committee 
although no award shall be made 
until we have approval from the 
Civil Aviation Authority for the 

‘Once these key elements are in 
place further consideration will 

be given to the management of the 
airports.  

‘It is currently anticipated that 
these matters will be addressed in 
June and if there is a community-led 
group interested in the management 
then the council will afford them 
every assistance.’

Three bid to operate public service from Oban Airport

On parade at church centre
NHS Western Isles has been accused of not 
caring about Barra as the lack of midwife 
cover for the island has reached crisis point.

The only full time midwife for the island 
is at retirement age and currently off sick 
after major surgery, meaning the island’s lead 
nurse is being forced to provide cover. 

According to one health worker on the 
island, the situation is so desperate that, if 
two people were to go into labour at the same 
time, one would have to manage without 
expert cover.

The health worker, who asked not to be 
named, added: ‘There’s a huge concern about 
maternity cover on the island. The nurse who 
is currently doing it is not being paid, because 
the health board are refusing to.

‘They know that, as a trained midwife, she 
has a legal obligation to assist, so they’re tak-
ing advantage of that situation.

‘When she’s on holiday, a locum GP is sup-
posed to cover, but a lot of locums don’t do 
midwifery, so we could be left with no cover 
at all.

‘The only other midwife is on a three-day-a-
week contract and she’s based in Berneray at 
the north of the Uists.

‘It can take three hours to get to Barra from 
there - if all the ferries are running.

‘There’s only been this cover for a consider-
able amount of time, I think four years, and 
while it has been repeatedly raised, it has 
been ignored.’

The health worker added that there are 
alternatives existing on the island, but NHS 
Western Isles has so far failed to take them 
on board.

A spokeswoman for NHS Western Isles 
said: ‘NHS Western Isles has communicated 
with expectant mothers on Barra to inform 
them of the present arrangements with regard 
to midwifery cover, as a result of the current 
absence of the substantive midwife on the 
island. 

‘The board’s senior charge nurse in Barra, 

ing the service and on-call arrangements are 
in place with support from the local GP. 

‘Expectant mothers can also contact staff in 
the maternity unit in Stornoway at any time if 
they require advice or guidance. 

‘Additional support is also being provided 
from Uist as and when required.

‘The board is currently exploring further 
possibilities in Barra to ensure that the local 
service is as robust as possible.’

Barra hit by 
midwife ‘crisis’

Find us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes
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Kyles look to extend 
unbeaten league run

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
                                  P W D L Pts
Kyles     6  5  1  0  11
Fort William 5  3  1  1   7
Glenurquhart 6  3  1  2   7
Newtonmore 5  2  2  1   6
Kingussie  6  2  2  2   6
Oban Camanachd 6  3  0  3   6
Lovat  6  2  1  3   5
Inveraray  5  2  0  3   4
Kilmallie  5  2  0  3   4
Glenorchy  6  0  0  6   0

Marine Harvest
North Division One
                                  P W D L Pts
Kinlochshiel 3  3  0  0   6
Lochaber  3  2  0  1   4
Caberfeidh 3  2  0  1   4
Lochcarron 3  1  1  1   3
Inverness  3  1  1  1   3
Beauly  3  1  0  2   2
Strathglass                3  1  0  2   2
Skye  3  0  0  3   0

Marine Harvest
South Division One
                                  P W D L Pts
Bute  5  5  0  0  10
Lochside Rvrs 6  3  1  2   7
Kyles Athletic 5  3  0  2   6
Taynuilt  5  2  1  2   5 
GMA  3  2  1  0   5
Ballachulish 4  2  0  2   4
Kilmory  4  1  0  3   2
Oban Celtic 4  0  1  3   1
Aberdour  4  0  0  4   0

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Glengarry  5  0  0  0  10
Newtonmore 6  5  0  1  10
Kingussie  6  4  0  2   8
Fort William 3  3  0  0   6
Lochaber  6  3  0  3   6
Kinlochshiel 7  2  0  5   4
Skye  7  2  0  5   4
Lovat  4  2  0  2   2
Glenurquhart 6  1  0  5   2
Kilmallie  4  0  0  4   0

Marine Harvest
South Division Two
                                  P W D L Pts
Strachur  6  5  0  1  10
Bute  5  3  1  1   7
Tayforth  5  3  1  1   7 
ColGlen  4  3  0  1   6
Inveraray  6  2  0  4   4
GMA   6  2  0  4   4
Ballachulish 4  1  0  3   2
Aberdour   6  1  0  5   2

Marine Harvest
North Division Three
                                  P W D L Pts
Aberdeen U 7  7  0  0  14
Boleskine 7  5  1  1  11
Caberfeidh 6  4  0  2   8
Beauly  6  4  0  2   8
Lochcarron 6  3  1  2   7
Lochbroom 6  2  2  2   6
Strathglass 6  1  1  4   3
Inverness  5  1  0  4   2
Ardnamurchan 8  1  0  7   2
Lewis   5  0  1  4   1

Shinty results, fixtures and league tables
Results:
Co-operative MacTavish Cup 
Quarter Finals
Beauly 0, Newtonmore 5;
Kilmallie 2, Lochaber 1;
Kingussie 3, Kinlochshiel 2
(after extra time); 
Fort William 3, Caberfeidh 0.

Glasgow Celtic Society Cup 
Quarter Finals
Glasgow MA 0, Kyles Athletic 9; 
Taynuilt 3, Kilmory 1;
Ballachulish 1, Inveraray 5;
Oban Camanachd 5, Glenorchy 0.

Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup 1st Round
The Scots 0, Lovat 4.

Strathdearn Cup 1st Round
Strathglass v Fort William 
– postponed (Strathglass unable to 

Fixtures: Saturday April 30
All throw ups 2.30pm unless stated

Scottish Hydro Premier Division 
Fort William v Kilmallie, Dunkie 
Kerr;
Inveraray v Lovat,
Ted MacDonald; 
Kingussie v Glenorchy, 
Evan MacRae; 
Kyles Athletic v Glenurquhart, 
Colin MacDonald;
Oban Camanachd v Newtonmore, 
Charles Young.

Marine Harvest North Division 1
Kinlochshiel v Lochaber,
John MacLeod; 
Lochcarron v Beauly,

Lochaber 2, Kilmallie 5.

Scottish Hydro Premier Division
Glenurquhart 1, Lovat 4.

Marine Harvest North Division 1
Inverness 4, Strathglass 2;
Lochcarron 4, Skye 1.

Marine Harvest South Division 1
Kyles Athletic 4, Aberdour 2;
Bute 4, Lochside Rovers 1.

Marine Harvest North Division 2
Glengarry 4, Glenurquhart 0; 
Kingussie 7, Kinlochshiel 4;
Skye 3, Newtonmore 4.

Marine Harvest South Division 2
Bute 9, Aberdour 0;
Col Glen v Ballachulish – post-
poned;
Glasgow Mid Argyll 5, Tayforth 3; 
Inveraray 1, Strachur 2.

Marine Harvest North Division 3
Ardnamurchan 1, Caberfeidh 3; 
Beauly 3, Lochcarron 1;
Boleskine 4, Lochbroom 4; 
Inverness 0, Aberdeen University 6.

Graham Cameron;
Skye v Inverness,
Deek Cameron;
Strathglass v Caberfeidh,
John Angus Gillies. 
Marine Harvest South Division 1
Aberdour v Kyles Athletic,
Euan Pearson (3pm throw up);
Bute v Ballachulish, 
Billy Wotherspoon;
Lochside Rovers v Glasgow MA
Robert Baxter;
Taynuilt v Oban Celtic,
Graham Irving. 

Marine Harvest North Division 2 
Kilmallie v Fort William,
George O’Rourke;
Glengarry v Kingussie,
Innes Wood;
Glenurquhart v Kinlochshiel,
Jock Matheson;
Lovat v Lochaber,
Daniel MacRae; 

Newtonmore v Skye,
David Mitchell.

Marine Harvest South Division 2
Aberdour v Strachur,
Gus Campbell (noon throw up); 
Ballachulish v Col Glen,
Donald MacRae; 
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Bute,
Dougie Cameron; 
Tayforth v Inveraray,
Jim Innes.

Marine Harvest North Division 3
Ardnamurchan v Strathglass,
Robert Morrison;
Beauly v Lochbroom,
Willie MacRae;
Boleskine v Aberdeen University, 
Iain Kennedy;
Inverness v Lewis,
Ronnie Campbell (1pm throw up); 
Caberfeidh v Lochcarron, John 
Sloggie.

Oban Camanachd’s Ian Macmillan battles with Glenorchy’s Ewan Murray for possession during Saturday’s game at Mossfield, which Oban 
Camanachd won 5-0. 07_t17shinty02

LOCHABER travel to Kirkton 
Park to take on Marine Harvest 
North Division 1 leaders KIN-
LOCHSHIEL this Saturday 

from the game.
Manager Michael Delaney said 

he felt there is not much between 
the top two teams. 

He said: ‘If we play to our 
potential we can certainly get 
something from the game. We 
played them up there in the 
league last year and we should 
have beaten them. We’ll just 
approach the game the same as 
we approached last week.’

The Spean Bridge side go into 
the game off the back of a disap-
pointing 2-1 defeat away to local 
rivals Kilmallie in the MacTavish 
Cup last weekend. But despite 
the scoreline, Michael said 
he was pleased with his side’s 
display.

‘It was a good evenly matched 
game,’ he said. ‘We started the 
better team and we made some 
good opportunities, but we just 
couldn’t score. But we’ve been 
scoring a lot of goals recently, so 
we can’t blame the forwards. It 
was just one of those games.’

KINLOCHSHIEL coach 
Johnston Gill is upbeat going 
into Saturday’s match against 
Lochaber after taking Kingussie 
down to the wire in the MacTav-
ish Cup last weekend.

’Shiel have a two point cushion 
over second placed Lochaber, 
and although it is far too early in 
the campaign to call the game a 
title decider, whoever wins will 
claim a vital edge in the promo-
tion hunt.

Coach Johnston Gill was coy 
on ’Shiel’s chances of victory 
against a combative Lochaber 
side.

‘They are the same as our-
selves. They are looking to win 
the league,’ he said.

‘It will be a close game and we 
will have no surprises. We will 
play much the same way as we 
have done so far.

‘We played Lochaber in the 

we know what to expect.
 ‘I would be surprised if there 

was much in it. The Kirkton pitch 
does not really suit our style but 
we do not fear any team and we 
are looking forward to Lochaber 
coming here.’

LOCHCARRON president 
Henry Dalgety still thinks there 
is room for improvement for his 
side despite them recording a 4-1 
win against Skye Camanachd on 
Saturday. 

After a number of games were 
called-off earlier in the season, 
Henry said he feels getting regu-
lar action is helping his team. 

‘It was a good game,’ he said. 
‘We played well and it was an 
improvement. But we’re still 
not where we want to be. It was 
our third weekend of playing in 
a row so it’s good to get some 
games under our belt.’

Criosdain Finlayson opened 
the scoring for Lochcarron 
after nine minutes, only for Alan 
Palmer to equalise for the visi-
tors after 25 minutes. Finlayson 
got his second two minutes after 
the break and two late Gregor 
Cushnie goals gave the home 
side the win.

Lochcarron should have a 
full squad when they welcome 
Beauly to Battery Park this 
weekend, with injured trio Peter 
Mackenzie, Dickie Mackenzie 
and Ben Dalgety available for 
selection.

Henry said: ‘Beauly are a 
strong side, their result on Satur-
day shows that. We will not take 

we can get something from the 
game.’

SKYE CAMANACHD paid 
the price at Lochcarron last 
weekend after nine players were 
posted missing – but coach Nui 

list could be shortened to three 
for the visit of Inverness on 
Saturday.

The Skyemen are desperate 
to get their league campaign 
underway after drawing a blank 

‘Potentially we are looking a 
lot stronger,’ said Nui. ‘Inverness 
beat us both times last season so 
we will certainly have to give 
our all to get something from the 

our strongest team and see what 
happens.

‘Against Lochcarron I was 
quite pleased at how things went 
and it was 1-1 at half time. We 
scored a penalty, had another 
penalty saved, hit the post and 
had other cracking opportunities 
which we should have scored.

‘In the second half they got 
an early goal and some of the 
youngsters’ heads went down a 
bit. We lost two more bad goals 
– but I don’t think the score 

‘I was pleased with how some 
of the young players handled 
things, especially Shaun Hedley 
and Neil MacVicar.’

In South Division 1 LOCH-
SIDE ROVERS host Glasgow 
Mid Argyll (GMA) on Saturday 

defeat against Bute last week-
end.

The Oban men anticipated 
mission impossible when they 
travelled to play the league’s top 
team but headed home feeling 
they should have taken some-
thing from the game.

Manager David McInnes said: 
‘There were never three goals 
between the teams. How we 
were losing at half time, I will 
never know.

‘We conceded two goals after 
two individual mistakes but 

half. They came back at us in the 
second half but we should have 
taken at least a draw.’

Veteran David Devine, who 
was outstanding for Lochside, 
scored on 35 minutes, either side 
of Stuart Strathie goals for Bute.

Two Robert Walker goals in 
the second half ensured victory 
for the home team.

David added: ‘David Devine 
was man of the match, in my 
opinion, and Robert Dunnings 
made some great saves for us.’

Lochside watched GMA in 
their match against Oban Celtic 
and David knows the Glasgow 
men have the players to cause 
Lochside problems.

‘They have good forwards so 
we will need to watch out for 

that,’ he said. ‘If you take Bute 
as favourites for the title, it will 
be the likes of GMA who are 
competing for second place with 
us. This is an important game.’

OBAN CELTIC managed a 
victory against Taynuilt on their 
own turf last season but manager 
Davy Hamilton is expecting a 
tougher match this time round.

‘We could do with getting 
points on the board,’ he said. 

‘But I think Taynuilt have 
improved since last season and it 
will be an interesting game.’

Davy has no selection worries 
ahead of the away tie.

With no game this weekend 
KILMORY
on what might have been last 
weekend at Taynuilt.

Under the unique Celtic Cup 
penalty box rules, the Mid 
Argyll men conceded an early 
goal when Willie Neilson scored 
from the spot. In what was a tight 
encounter throughout, Kilmory 
equalised through Alastair Cun-
ningham.

Neil Gillies then scored from 
a shy for the home team, before 
Stuart Scott ensured a 3-1 win 
in the 88th minute, as Kilmory 
pushed for an equaliser.

Kilmory player and club 
committee member Alister 
MacArthur said: ‘It was a very 
good game. We always have a 
good game against Taynuilt and 
beat them three weeks ago, so 
it’s one game a-piece.’ 

A Celtic Cup run could have 
been a welcome distraction from 
league duty, where Kilmory 
have struggled of late.

‘We have had a very average 
season so far,’ Alister admitted. 
‘We have managed to get some 
younger boys into the team this 
season, which is great news, but 
they are not yet at the competi-
tive level they need to be.

‘This is very much a learning 
season for them and next season 
the plan is to compete with the 
bigger teams in the division.

‘We have only had one home 
league game this season, so we 
are looking forward to a run of 
home games. We should start to 
pick up points then.’

Top of the table clash too close to call

Lochaber’s Danny Delaney and Kilmallie’s Peter MacIntyre battle it out in Saturday’s cup clash. 10_f17shinkil01

GLENURQUHART go into 
their Scottish Hydro Prmier Divi-
sion clash against unbeaten league 
leaders KYLES ATHLETIC 
in the wake of a disappointing 
4-1 derby defeat to Lovat last 
weekend.

Andrew Corrigan and John 
Barr will miss Saturday’s match 
at The Playing Field and manager 
Jim Barr is hoping his side can 
put in a good performance.

He told The Oban Times: ‘Kyles 
are the toughest of the lot just 
now. They are hard to play at any 
time no matter what your own 
form is like. We will just hope to 
put up a reasonable performance.

‘They have a very mobile for-
ward line and they like to attack 
from deep. Trying to deal with 
their forwards will be our main 
priority.’

The Drumnadrochit men sit 
third in the table after an impres-
sive start to their campaign, but 
Lovat dealt out their heaviest 
defeat so far.

‘It was a local derby,’ Jim 
said. ‘They are always close and 
always unpredictable. Lovat were 
more determined than we were, 
and it just didn’t come together 
for us.’

LOVAT, meanwhile, go into 
Saturday’s game at Inveraray 

thumping Glenurquhart.
Greg Mathieson scored all four, 

somewhat against the run of play.
Glen levelled almost straight 

away through Neale Read and 

were stung right on half time by 
another Mathieson rocket.

After the break, Lovat really 
clicked into gear and Mathieson 
ran riot, adding another two more 

Glen well beaten.
Lovat coach John MacRitchie 

was delighted with his team’s 
performance as preparations 
continue for the Inveraray clash.

were under the cosh a bit, but 
although they had all the pressure 
they did not have many shots on 
target. 

‘In the second half we won the 
-

thing Greg touched seemed to go 
in.

‘We will have Ewan Ferguson 
back this weekend, but I don’t 
see how we can change the team 
from last week. 

‘I think we will start along 
the same lines unless somebody 
drops out by Saturday. If we get a 
point down at Inveraray I will be 
quite happy.’ 

For his part, INVERARAY
manager John Smylie has billed 
this weekend’s clash with Lovat 

as his side’s most important yet 
this season. The Royal Burgh 
have amassed only four points 

has warned his side needs to start 
picking up points or risk being 
drawn into a relegation battle.

Lovat are one point ahead 
of Inveraray after a 4-1 win at 
Glenurquhart on Saturday. 

John said: ‘I know it is early 
in the season but I think this is 
a must-win game already. They 
got a good result last weekend 
against Glenurquhart so we can’t 
afford not to win. If we are to stay 
in this league we need to win our 
home games.’

John, who will be without 

this weekend, said he was disap-
pointed with the team’s current 
points tally, adding that he did 
not want to be chasing points 
for survival come the end of the 
season.

Last week Inveraray’s love af-
fair with the Celtic Cup continued 
with a 5-1 away win at Ballachul-
ish. Premier Division pace setters 
Kyles Athletic, however, await 
them in the next round.

Form striker Neil Campbell 
bagged a hat-trick last Saturday, 

a Euan McMurdo brace secured a 
comfortable win.

The early goal seemed to settle 
us down,’ said John. ‘We created 
a lot of chances in the game and 
should have scored more than 

appearance of the season for 
KINGUSSIE on Saturday and 
scored the goal which put his side 
through to the next round of the 
MacTavish Cup.

He scored an extra-time winner 
against Kinlochsheil and Kings 
assistant Russell Jones said it was 
a huge boost to have Ross back in 
the team. 

‘He’s massively important for 

us. You always know what you 
are going to get with him – goals,’ 
he said.

Despite the two sides being 
separated by a division it proved 
a close game, and Finlay MacRae 
put the division one north pace 
setters ahead after just three 
minutes.

Ross, a surprise starter, showed 
spectators at The Dell what they 
have been missing so far this 
season when he equalised after 
22 minutes.

James Hutchison put Kings 
ahead with just 20 minutes left, 
but MacRae scored his second of 
the game from the penalty spot 

game to extra time, where Ross 
proved the hero.

Kingussie are at home to win-
less Glenorchy this Saturday, and 
will miss injured duo Paul Gow 
and Ian Borthwick.

Russell said: ‘We look to win all 
our home games, but you never 
count your chickens and we will 
be giving Glenorchy plenty of 
respect.’

Ronald Ross is also very much 
on the mind of GLENORCHY
coach Allan MacKechnie, who 
has warned his inexperienced 
team of the ability of Kingussie 
veteran of this weekend’s game.  

Allan has played against Ross, 
arguably the game’s greatest 
player, on many occasions and 
his experience will be crucial to 
his young defenders.

Allan said: ‘I’ve played against 
Ronald umpteen times and he is a 
hard man to mark. 

‘He is physical and has an eye 
for goal so it will be really hard 
for the boys to cope with him.’

Allan said there were positives 
to take from last weekend’s Celtic 
Cup defeat at the hands of Oban 
Camanachd, despite the 5-0 
scoreline, a repeat result from the 
previous weekend.

‘It was the same scoreline but 

a very different game to the 
previous week,’ said Allan. ‘We 
competed better on Saturday and 
their goalkeeper had three or four 
very good saves.

The loss of defender Duncan 
MacDougall with a foot injury 
after 40 minutes last Saturday 
turned out to be a killer blow 
for Glenorchy, who shipped four 
goals in the second half in his 
absence.

The team has been buoyed, 
however, by the return of last 
season’s player of the year, centre 
Finlay Ross, who has been in 
Australia.

FORT WILLIAM return to 
league business on Saturday after 
booking a Co-operative MacTav-

Newtonmore with a 3-0 win over 
Caberfeidh last weekend.

Referee Charles Young and 
several Fort players were delayed 
because of an accident on the 
A82 and Peter MacIntyre’s men 
were equally tardy in getting out 
of the blocks against the resilient 

With the game scoreless at 
halftime, the Fort coach rang the 
changes and brought on Chris 
Bamber, who made a big differ-

game of the season as Fort found 

A smart strike from Jimmy 
Clark midway through the half 
broke the deadlock before a Gary 
Innes double, one a penalty three 
minutes from time, sealed Fort’s 
win.  

never seemed to get going at all, 
but our performance was much 
more balanced after half time,’ 
said Peter. 

‘Now we have Kilmallie on 
Saturday and at our home park 
we will be looking to take the two 
points, but they will give us a real 
hard game.

‘They are coming off two good 
-

be on our game to beat them. We 
have to try and keep the pressure 
on Kyles at the top.’

KILMALLIE warmed up 
for their derby clash against 
Fort William on Saturday with 
a tough 2-1 against Lochaber in 
the Co-operative MacTavish Cup 
– but the Spean Bridge side did 
not make it easy for the premier 
league men.

Goals from Fraser Massie after 
33 minutes and Liam MacDonald 
with 15 minutes left looked to 
have put Kilmallie on easy street, 
but Ben Delaney’s strike just be-
fore full time made it a nervy last 
two minutes for the home side.

Now Kilmallie chairman Hugh 
MacIntyre knows the team must 

play to their potential to put one 
over title-chasing Fort. ‘We have 
no injuries and we will have a full 
squad available for the game,’ he 
told The Oban Times.

‘The last time we met we 
managed to beat them in the 
MacTavish Cup, so that gives us 

‘We will just need to get stuck 
in and do the same again.

‘We will not change our game 
– we know how Fort William play 
and they know how we play. We 
will need to get points because 
Lovat are no slouches and did 
well last weekend when they won 
at Drum.’

Fort manager Peter MacIntyre’s 
son, also Peter, is likely to be in 
Kilmallie’s line-up on Saturday.

OBAN CAMANACHD are on 

their tie with Newtonmore this 
weekend. 

The Oban side have hit 10 
goals in the last two games but 
manager Diarmid MacMillan 
said this weekend’s game will be 
the toughest yet this season. 

‘We will have to be on our 
game, both physically and 
mentally, because we will be up 
against it. 

‘They are a strong team and 
have some great players, as do 
we. 

‘I would expect a good match 
-

ing form and our defence has 
been playing really well. I would 
expect to take something from 
the game.’

Last Saturday Glenorchy were 
quicker out of the traps at Moss-

However, a Daniel MacIntyre 
strike on 27 minutes seemed to 
settle the home team and he went 
on to score a hat-trick. A Scott 
MacMillan penalty and a Daniel 
Cameron goal from a tight angle 
completed the rout.

Diarmid added: ‘Saturday’s 
match was a good test, as for the 

us penned in. The wind was very 
strong and our defenders were 

ball.’
NEWTONMORE go into this 

weekend’s game against Oban 
Camanachd off the back of a 
comfortable win away to Beauly 
in the MacTavish Cup.

The ’More moved into the semi 

but for long periods the division 

one north side held their own. 
Glen Mackintosh put the visitors 
ahead after eight minutes, but 
Beuly kept Newtonmore out 
and made it to half time without 
conceding.

The premier division cham-
pions’ strength came through 
in the second half and Danny 
MacRae got the second of the 
game just three minutes after the 
break. When MacRae added a 
third on the hour mark the game 
was as good as over. 

John Mackenzie scored two 
late goals to give his side a 
convincing win.

Newtonmore and Oban both sit 
on six points, although The Eilan 
side have played a game less and 
know they need to continue win-
ning to keep pace with league 
leaders Kyles Athletic.

Caberfeidh’s Gavin MacDonald was a thorn in Gary Innes’ Fort 
William side all afternoon at An Aird. 10_f17shinfort01
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Fort’s new man
could be at the
helm as early
as next week

LES MCFARLANE and Pam 
Weller still lead the way in 
the 10-pin bowling leagues 
after four weeks of play at the 
Nevis Centre.

In the men’s division, John 
Weller has moved into sec-

behind Les. Tony Whitelocke 
remains in third with 80 
points.

match of the league season 
against Ross County at the 
BA Club was rained off on 
Saturday.

A morning pitch inspec-

sodden and potentially 
dangerous so the match was 
postponed to a future date.

Fort have a trip to Moray 
this Saturday for a game 
against Fochabers, which 
will start at 2pm.

IT WAS ‘Hall of Fame’ 
weekend at Fort William 
Golf Club, with the main 
event won by Dougie 
Duncan on Saturday, and 
Rusty Duncan winning the 
closely-fought senior tour-
nament on Sunday.

Hall of fame – 1, Dougie 
Duncan 81-14=67; 2, Barry 
Faulkner 85-15=70; 3, Wil-
lie Duncan 82-11=71.

Senior hall of fame – 1, 
Rusty Duncan 79-12=67; 2, 
Ian Robertson 79-11=68; 3, 
James Ross 85-16=69.

Helen Ross throws the first jack to open the new 
season at the Railway Bowling Club at Inverlochy. 
Members are looking forward to a busy time on the 
green with a full calendar of compeitions throughout 
the year.

Kilmallie’s John Stewart and James MacRae of Loch-
aber were involved in a competitive duel throughout 
Saturday’s Co-operative MacTavish Cup clash at Canal 
Parks. But it was Kilmallie who eventually prevailed 
2-1 against the Spean Bridge men, who pulled a goal 
back near the end to give the home side a nervy last 
two minutes.  10_f17shinty01

THE WORLD’S oldest motorbike trial 
competition returns to the streets and hills of 
Lochaber on Monday, and 10 local riders will 
be competing as the Scottish Six Days Trial 
(SSDT) celebrates its 100th anniversary.

SSTD riders will complete up to 100 miles 
each day over a combination of rough moor-
land, rocky tracks and public road for six 
days.

Only one Scot has ever won the SSDT, the 
late Bob McGregor in 1932 and 1935, but 
Kinlochleven ace Gary MacDonald is con-

Six times Scottish champion and current 
British champion Gary, aged 27, said: ‘I 
always go to the SSDT thinking I can win. 
‘There are a lot of really good riders this 
year. The guys like Dougie Lampkin, Alexz 

A LARGE group of play-
ers turned out at Dragon’s 
Tooth Golf Club on Mon-
day evening for the weekly 
stableford competition.

Eighteen members, 10 
men and eight ladies, put 
their pound in to take part 
at the Ballachulish club, 
with Graham Cobb and 
Sue Watson running out as 
winners.

Men’s – 1, Graham Cobb 
21 points; 2, David Mathie-
son 18 points.

Ladies’ – 1, Sue Watson 
16 points; 2= Kate Ward 12 
points; 2= Joanne Baxter 12 
points.

A NEW man could be at the 
helm of Fort William FC as 
early as next week, The Oban 
Times understands.

Manager Calum MacLean 
stated mid-season that he 
would be stepping aside at the 
end of the current campaign 
and since then the Fort com-
mittee has been sounding out 
potential candidates – with 
mixed results.

Those approached include 
an unnamed Premier League 
player who ruled himself out 
because of other commit-
ments, but Fort are pursuing 
at least one other candidate as 
the clock ticks down through 

The committee will meet 
the day after next Monday’s 

Martin Charlesworth gets his shot away despite the best attentions of Graeme Bamber and Kevin Ferguson. 
10_f17footie01

First game of the 
season rained off

Hall of Fame at Fort 
William Golf Club

GOLF

Stableford held at 
Dragon’s Tooth

REPORT 
by STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

home match against Cove, 
and hope to make an an-
nouncement next week on the 
man they hope can revive the 
club’s fortunes on the park.

For Fort chairman John 
Watssman, giving the new 
boss a chance to see how his 
team performs is vital before 
the season ends – but tracking 
down suitable candidates has 
been no easy task.

He told The Oban Times:
‘We were speaking to some-
body in Inverness - an ex-
Premier League player, but he 
had too many time commit-
ments. Getting somebody in 

are at the foot of the table.
‘Unless we get any more ap-

plications, we have narrowed 
it down to one or two people. 
I would like the new man in 
as soon as possible - it will 
important both for him and 

the players to assess what he 
has got already in terms of 
talent.It will be a committee 
meeting that will decide at 
the end of the day and after 
[committee member] Jimmy 
Campbell comes back from 
holiday on Saturday, we will 
sit down together as a com-
mittee and look at the options 
we have got.’

He added: ‘Nairn County 
is our last game at home on 
Wednesday, May 18. Before 
that we have Buckie away on 
Wednesday, Keith at home 
on Saturday, Cove at home 
on Bank Holiday Monday, 
May 2, and Turriff at home 
on May 7.

‘Having home advantage 
in most of those should give 
us a chance to pick up a few 
points.’ 

Those approached include an
unnamed Premier League player

FORT will look to derail Keith’s title hopes at Claggan Park 
on Saturday and spark the kind of late-season form that had 
their fans buzzing last April and May.

If any extra incentive were needed, Fort are still within a 
point of Strathspey Jags at the foot of the table and certainly 
have the ability to leapfrog their fellow strugglers and avoid 
the wooden spoon.

of controlling a game when ahead – something they failed to 
do on Saturday against champions Buckie Thistle. 

Consistency
For chairman John Watssman, the performance provided 

much that was pleasing – but as the club closes in on signing 
up a new manager, consistency continues to be a problem.

Watssman said: ‘At home we try to compete but when we 
go away from home we can’t put out the same team and the 

performance suffers. Hopefully whoever comes in as the new 
manager will sort that.’

The 4-1 loss to Buckie was no disgrace, and Fort had the 
consolation of scoring surely one of the goals of the season 

into the top corner from 30 yards on 15 minutes to give his 
team the lead.

Buckie levelled two minutes later when Martin Charles-

It took the champs until the 70th minute to extend their lead 
in controversial fashion, when Andy Martin was adjudged to 
have brought down Murray in the box by the linesman after 
the ref signalled a free kick.

Murray converted despite Fort’s best efforts and netted in 

Consistency a problem as Fort lose to Buckie

Wigg, James Dabill and newcomer Jack 
Sheppard are all professional riders, whereas 
I’m a joiner by day and trials rider at the 
weekend.

‘The SSDT is a long event and involves 
miles of riding between sections. Anything 
can happen and luck always plays its part. 
I know the area well and I know what to 
expect. That local knowledge will hopefully 
be a real advantage.’

Joining Gary in the 266-strong line up are 
his fellow Lochaber and District Motorcycle 
Club members John Sandison, Peter Car-
michael, Ally Morrice, Euan Campbell, Gary 
MacLennan, Gavin Brown, Dougie Gibson 
and Kevin Dignan. Oban rider Michael 
Fothergill will also be taking part.

MacDonald confident he can 
win Scottish Six Days Trial

SIX DAYS TRIAL

Les and Pam still lead the way 
Laura Brown is Pam’s clos-

est competitor on 29 points 
in the ladies’ division, just 
one behind the leader. Hazel 

third spot.
In the handicap division, 

Graeme Robertson is leading 
the way, with John Weller and 
Bob Coleman in second and 
third respectively.

There is a tie for the lead in 
the ladies handicap league, 
with Hazel White and Pam 
Weller both on 22 points.

The best individual games 
of the week came from James 
Chiverton, 195, and Pam 
Weller, 193.

TEN PIN BOWLING

FOOTBALL

THE SKIING season might 

Glencoe Ski Resort will be as 
busy as ever this weekend when 
it plays host to a new mountain 
bike endurance race.

Seventy competitors will take 
part in the ‘Macavalanche’, a 
gravity-assisted race down the 
mountainside, on Saturday. 

The riders will start at the 
1,108metre-high resort and race 
to the bottom of the chairlift at 
305metres, and organisers No 
Fuss Events are hoping for snow 
to make the route as tough as 
possible.

Endurance race at 
Glencoe Ski Resort

MOUNTAIN BIKING

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

OT

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1100

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
J Shaw, Ardfern, Argyll and A McGleish, Croft Avenue, Oban

S P O N S O R E D  B Y 24 HOURS 
GLASGOW & ARGYLL

Mob: 07788 993809
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YOUTH FOOTBALL 
GOLF

BOWLS

Saints youth 
results and fixtures

OT

LAST weekend’s results:
Under 13s, 14s and 16s no game. 
Sunday - Under 15s 1, Clydebank 
Phoenix 9. Saints goalscorer was 
Rhuiradh Cain

Saturday - EDFC United v Under 
14s; Blair Thistle v Under 16s.
Sunday -  Castle Rock v Under 
13s; v Under 15s no game.

SCOTTISH AMATEUR LEAGUE - PREMIER DIVISION
  P   W  D   L   F    A   Pts
Oban Saints        17   9   5   3   36   20   32
Kilpatrick        14   8   2   4   25   21   26
Greenock HSFP      15   6   4   5   23   24   22
St Joseph’s        15   7   1   7   24   30   22
Castlemilk        14   5   1   8   27   29   16   
Arkleston        14   4   3   4   18   18   15
Thorn Athletic        13   4   3   5   18   25   15
Cambria        14   4   2   8   15   19   14
Aikenhead          7   3   2   2   15   10   11
Inverclyde        10   2   3   5   17   22     9

Oban Bowling Club

ATHLETICS

GOLF

FOOTBALL

RUGBY

FRIDAY

18

21
19

Weather
Thursday Sunny.
 Winds light south easterly.
 Temperatures 6ºC to 15ºC
Friday Sunny.
 Winds light east, south easterly,
 Temperatures 9ºC to 19ºC.
Weekend Sunny.
Outlook Winds moderate, easterly.
 Temperatures 7ºC to 17ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, April 28, 2011
are listed below with differences for major ports listed beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  02.40 3.1 09.03 1.6 15.13 2.9 21.19    1.4
Fri  03.20 3.2 09.45 1.4 15.40 3.1         22 02    1.3
Sat  03.56 3.4 10.19 1.3 16.12 3.3 22.39     1.2
Sun  04.31 3.6 10.50 1.1 16.44 3.5 23.11     1.1
Mon  05.06 3.7 11.21 1.0 17.16 3.7 23.41     1.1
Tues  05.41 3.8 11.54 0.9 17.48 3.7 **.**     *.*
Wed  00.13 1.1 06.13 3.8 12.26 0.9 18.17     3.8
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler
Telephone: 01631 562550

NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler

Sponsors the 
Oban Times 

weather

come rain
or shine

e-mail: sport@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

SAFL Premier Division
Oban Saints 1

Aikenhead Thistle 2
AIKENHEAD Thistle were 
the visitors to Glencruitten to 
take on Saints in their last home 
league game of the season and 
the Glasgow side certainly put a 
dent in the local team’s hopes of 
retaining the league champion-
ship won last season when they 
headed back down the road to the 
city with all three points in the 
bag after an entertaining game of 
football enjoyed by a good crowd 
of spectators.

Saints were down to the bare 
bones of a 14-man squad due to 
injury and suspension.

The home side knew they were 
in for a hard game and that’s 
exactly what they got, but they 
must be kicking themselves at 
the two goals they gave away as 
both could, and should have been 
prevented. They also passed up 
a couple of really good scoring 
chances that would have put a 

of the game.

The home side almost took the 
lead in bizarre fashion in the 8th 
minute when Aikenhead keeper 
John Mullin attempted to pass 
the ball out to his full back but 
the ball sclaffed off his shin, 
almost ending up in the net, but 
his embarrassment was saved 
when the ball hit the post and was 
eventually cleared.

However, it was Aikenhead 
who took the lead in the 17th 
minute after Saints skipper Keith 
Millar took an extra touch on the 
ball and failed to clear his lines.
Stuart McMahon got possession 

on target which was well saved by 
Graham Douglas, but the ball fell 
kindly for the same player and 
despite a last ditch tackle from 
Jamie Graham he managed to 
cross the ball into the box for the 
unmarked Brian McCandie to 
hammer it into an empty net.

Saints were stung by this but 
came roaring back at Thistle with 
Ross Maitland coming close with 
a good right foot shot.

The home side got back on level 

las was forced into a great save 
touching a Lee Harvey pile driver 
over the bar for a corner.

Saints looked to have a stonewall 
penalty turned down in the 43rd 
minute when Donald Campbell 
danced his way past a couple of 
defenders on the byeline before 
being brought down, surely a 
penalty, but referee James Jamie-
son had a different opinion and 
turned down the appeals.

Aikenhead took a 2-1 lead in the 
58th minute and this time Marc 
MacCallum will be disappointed 
that he allowed Stuart McMahon 
to get past him on the byeline 
before the Jags player cut the 
ball across the face of the goals 
for team-mate Kevin Mooney to 
slam the ball home.

Saints kept pushing forward 
and Craig MacEwan had a good 
chance but he failed to get his 
shot on target and the ball slipped 
agonisingly past the post. 

The home side had another  op-
portunity to equalise in the 76th 
minute when John Mullen failed 
to hold a Donald Campbell pile 

terms in the 29th minute, but it 
took them several attempts to get 
the ball in the back of the net. 

Donald Campbell picked the ball 

before releasing Ross Maitland on 

cross into the box  where  Asen 

Jags prove to be a prickly problem for Saints

2011 season was held on Sunday 
April 24.

The trophy to be won was the 
Caledonia Cup and consists of a 
four bowl pairs.

Although the weather was 
not so good there was a good 
turnout.  Fifteen teams competed 
and after several hard fought 
matches, the runners up were 
Hugh MacCorquodale and 
Marion Carr and the victors were 
Neil MacDougall and Gordon 
Cruikshanks.

The Trialists took the Oban Over-35s indoor league 
title for the eighth time in nine years after beating
title contenders Taynuilt. Pictured, from left, back 
row: Allan MacLellan, Donald MacLellan, Kevin Tidser, 
AK Hatim. Front row: Iain Croarkin, Tony Kersley,
Malcolm Croarkin and Alex MacVicar.

Trialists win again

driver. The ball came back off the 
keeper to Craig MacEwan, but 
he knocked the rebound past the 
post, a great chance missed. 

Saints huffed and puffed their 
way through the last 15 minutes 
but never really troubled the 
Aikenhead goalkeeper too much. 

The Glasgow side ran down the 
clock to win a close game 2-1 and 

of the season on the Oban team.
Manager Iain Jackson was 

disappointed with the result. He 
said: ‘We didn’t look as sharp as 
we did the week before against 
Kilpatrick and were off the pace 
of the game. The defeat puts a 
dent in our championship hopes, 
but we’ll keep plugging away and 
are still in with a good chance.

‘I think the title is between Kil-
patrick, Aikenhead and ourselves, 
but I think Aikenhead have left 
themselves too much to do.

Saints have no game this Sat-
urday.

Craig MacEwan (No 10) rifles the ball into the net for Saints’ goal. t17craig01

Oban Saints Under 14s are now kitted out in the same design and colours as the 
senior team after sponsorship from Stephen Campbell of SEC Joiners and
Builders. Stephen, far right, is pictured with the team in their new strips t17saints1

THE Dennis Cathro Trophy 
was played for on Saturday. The 
winners were John Gibb and 
Graham MacColl with a score 
of 62.
 Second place went to Brendan 
McAllister and Brendan McCar-
ron with a score of 63.5. 
Third place went to Sammy 

Jackson and Phil Monteith with a 
score of 65.5.

Golf at Glencruitten

A GRUDGE match between 
the past and future of Argyll 
rugby will take place in Oban on 
June 17 to celebrate the end of 
a successful season. The Oban 
Lorne/Oban High School Youth 
Rugby Awards will follow the 
match between Argyll under-16s 
and an Old Crocks/former pupils 
team, kick-off 5pm.

Due to the Old Crocks’ 
inevitable injury concerns they 
are looking for a large pool 
of players. Anyone interested 
should contact Murray Hamilton 
at Oban High School.

Grudge match

DALMALLY Golf Club Gents 
Section held a special Easter 
Day Stableford on Sunday, with 
Gerry Davies taking the honours 

as a member.  Gerry tied with 
Don McAllister on 36 points but 
claimed the bottle of whisky on 
countback.  Third placed on 31 
points was Stephen Ross. Davy 
McLeod shot to within a couple 
of feet at the par 3 5th hole to 
take the nearest the pin prize.

The Orchy course has 
gone through something of a 
transformation in the last year 
with additional tees at several 
holes, meaning an entirely new 
challenge for members and 
visitors alike as they embark on 
the second nine. This means that 
new course records for gents 
and ladies will be set during this 
weekend’s MacLure Cup and 
Spring Meeting respectively.

Dalmally Golf Club

Players wanted
FOOTBALL

OBAN Saints senior team are on 
the lookout for new players for 
next season. If you are interested 
please contact manager Iain 
Jackson or secretary David 
Buchanan who will give you 
further details.

EASTER Sunday saw near 
perfect conditions for this 
year’s Bunessan Road Race.  

This unique annual event 
comprises three races.  The 
main race is a seven-mile 

the village.  The junior event 

of eight, a distance of ap-
proximately 1.5 miles.

A new addition in 2011 was 
the affectionately termed 
‘Loopy’ run, the second loop 

is longer at a distance of 5.5 
miles.

Bunessan runner Nigel 
Shannon was first in the 
main event and first super 
veteran (MV50) in a time of 
42.45mins.

Local Runners 
John Coyle, of Tobermory, 

veteran (MV40) in a time of 
43.14mins.  Local runners 
also took third and fourth 
places. Sean Morgan, of 
Pennyghael, was third in 
43.36mins and Gerry Lang-
ley, of Tobermory, was fourth 
in 44.26mins. 

Following their close tus-

sle in the recent Atlantis 5k, 
Alastair Hall and Cameron 
McKellar, both of Oban, 

in equal fifth in a time of 
45.31mins.  Alastair was 
second to Nigel in the super 
veteran category and Cam-
eron was second to John in 
the veteran category.

Helensburgh runner Erica 
-

isher and first female vet-
eran (FV40) in a time of 
47.27mins.  Second female 
was Oban runner Isabella 

finisher was Ali Fisher, of 
Bunessan.

In the junior run, Abie Cato, 

girl in the P1-P5 age category 

boy. 

girl was Mhairi Cromar, from 
Helensburgh, and first boy 
was Stewart MacDougall, 
from Fionnphort.

Female
In the ‘Loopy’ run, first 

place went to Phil Godding, 
of Pennyghael, in a time of 
48.02mins.  First female 

secondary school student was 
Maria Green, of Tobermory, 
and first male student was 
Andrew Bowman, of Scal-
lastle.

A special mention, and 
much respect, goes to Sam 
Downing of Salen.  Sam, 
a Tobermory High School 
student, completed the main 
run in a time of 54.57mins 
after cycling all the way to 
Bunessan. Word has it he also 
cycled back home again after 
the event.

Gaydardzhiev, Dene Cassells and 
Donald Campbell all had efforts 
blocked by the keeper before the 
ball fell to Craig MacEwan who 
thumped it home from close 
range, no more than the home 
team’s play deserved.

At the other end Graham Doug-

‘Loopy’ run at the annual Bunessan Road Race

Oban pool player Laura Ann Sneddon will represent Scotland at World and
European Championships. 15_t17pool01

LAURA Ann Sneddon is one 
of Scottish pool’s best-kept 
secrets, perfecting her game 
in the bar at the Lancaster 
Hotel in Oban for the past 
13 years.

But at the age of 31 her tal-

and following a trial where 
she beat the country’s second 
ranked player, she has re-
ceived a call-up for the Scot-
tish women’s eight-ball pool 
team. Laura Ann said she was 
delighted but nervous at the 
prospect of representing her 
country at the forthcoming 
World Championships in 
Blackpool in June and at the 
European Championships 
next February on the Costa 
Del Sol.

Scotland call up for Oban’s 
Laura Ann

One of only four women out 
of 130 players in the Oban 
Pool League and the only 
woman in the Lancaster team, 

the league’s overall standings 
and helped her team to league 
and cup titles this season.

Word filtered through to 
the Scottish Eight-Ball Pool 
Federation that there was a 
very good female player in 
Oban and two weeks ago 
Laura Ann was invited to a 
trial in Kirkcaldy.

Impress
‘There were eight women 

the team,’ she explained. ‘We 
only had three games to im-
press but I was drawn against 
the top seed and second seed 
in two of my games.

‘To make things worse, the 
international rules are differ-
ent to the rules we play in 

the Oban league so I had two 
weeks to learn all the new 
rules before the trial.’

To Laura Ann’s surprise she 
narrowly lost to the top seed, 
three games to two, but beat 
the number two seed by the 
same scoreline.

She added: ‘The coaches 
said I was an amazing potter 
but had to work on my de-
fensive game. The lads in the 
team were all delighted for 
me. They were a great sup-
port, coming to the trial with 
me and helping me practice 
the new rules.’

Laura Ann’s mother, Libby, 
is leading the fundraising 
effort to get her daughter to 
the World Championships, 
as every player has to raise 
at least £420, and has set up a 
donations box in Subway.  

Her talent has finally been noticed
POOL
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