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Mull bridge closed 
for 10 weeks

Chemical threat to Mull wildlife 
THE wildlife paradise of Mull 
may be damaged forever if a 
company continues with its 
chemical treatment of trees 
prior to planting them near to 
waterways and private homes.

That was the warning from a 
small group protesting against the 
use of chemicals to treat forestry 
on the island.

Tilhill, the UKs leading spe-
cialists in woodland and forest 
management, manages a number 
of forests on the island and 
claimed the chemical treatment 
of saplings was necessary because 
the demand in other countries 
for paper products was so high 
trees needed to be extracted and 
regrown as quickly as possible.

The protest group has now been 
set up to campaign against the 

use of Gazelle – a neonicotinoid, 
which is a chemical approved by 
the UK government for use – on 
saplings being planted within the 
forest.

Mull residents John Laura, from 
Lungamull, and Mike Shilsden, 
from Dervaig, were concerned 
with comments made at Mull 
Community Council last week.

Neil Stoddart, a chartered 
forester with Tilhill, told Mull 
Community Council that the 
money from paper products was 
vital to the Scottish economy and 
the demand for wood was on the 
rise.

He said: ‘When people in 
China and Africa find out about 
toilet rolls, the demand for paper 
products will increase. No-one 
is going to go back to using grass 

when they use toilet roll for the 
first time.’

Mr Laura was outraged at the 
comments. 

He said: ‘Basically, Mull’s wild-
life and tourism industry will be 
flushed down the pan. 

‘While it is perfectly legal for the 
chemical to be used, that is not to 
say that it will be legal forever.

‘We have huge concerns about 
the lack of environmental impact 
studies on the use of the Gazelle 
chemical in a vast area of land 
without the benefit of proper 
studies on the wildlife impact.

‘If the chemical gets into the 
water course it may bring an end 
the reason that Mull is famous 
throughout the world – for its 
beauty and wildlife.’

Mr Shilsden added: ‘In June 

2014, the task force on systemic 
pesticides published the largest 
global study into the effects 
and risks of systemic pesticides, 
including neonicotinoids.

‘We all know that killing the 
weevils that feed on the tree 
stumps will cause one kind of eco-
logical disaster in the food chain, 
while putting the same chemicals 
into the water will change the 
whole chemical environment of 
Mull. It is simply environmental 
terrorism for toilet rolls in China. 
It is a disgrace.’

John Little, a district manager 
for Tilhill, said: ‘We are using a 
product that is licensed by the 
government for use in the way 
that Tilhill is using it. 

‘We are here to listen to our 
customers.’

A BRIDGE that links one end of 
Mull to the other has been closed 
for repairs.

Families are leaving cars on the 
far side of the span to go about 
their daily lives now that Knock 
Bridge on the B8035 has closed 
for 10 weeks. There is an alterna-
tive route via the A849 and the 
southern section of the B8035.

The work started on  Tuesday 
April 18 and repairs are expected 
to last until late June.

Cancer patient’s shock 
after losing job and home
A COUPLE who worked on the 
same estate for 19 years have 
been made redundant and told 
to leave their home within three 
weeks without any indication of 
what their severance payment 
will be.

Simone and Richard Foth-
ergill moved to Glenfeochan 
Estate 19 years ago to work for 
owners Hugh and Elizabeth 
Whittle, who live and work on 
the estate.

Richard, 53, who worked as 
the estate manager, says that 
three weeks ago he was handed 
papers terminating his contract 
with a notice to quit their tied 
house within three weeks.

Simone, 48, who worked for 
the family as a housekeeper, 
was also made redundant.

The couple have, to date, no 
final amount of settlement from 
the Whittles.

Highly emotional about the 
need to move his family from 
their home and into a caravan, 
Richard said: ‘I have cancer and 
Crohn’s disease and moving 
home is not easy.

‘When we were made redun-
dant, we believed we would 
have three months to pack up 
and to find somewhere else. 
But instead all we got was three 
weeks.

‘I have been off work for about 
six weeks altogether now but 
before that I worked on this 
estate day and night.

‘Both our jobs were also 
finished at the same time. So we 
are both unemployed and both 
homeless, as is our teenage son.

‘We have tried to get onto the 
ACHA [Argyll Community 
Housing Association] housing 
list, but because we are not 
classed as homeless it is really 
hard.

‘We also don’t know what our 
final settlement from the estate 
will be. We have asked but we 

have never been given the final 
figure. We are worried that by 
moving out we will not get what 
we are entitled to.

‘By this time in your life we 
should be settled. You do a 
good job and you expect to be 
treated well but it isn’t the case 
here.’

Richard, who also suffers 
from asthma, has a damaged 
spine and other health issues, 
was told by housing officers 
that he could have a long wait 
before getting into permanent 
accommodation.

He pleaded with his former 
employers for more time 

to find a house but he says 
his words fell on deaf ears. 
Richard, originally a Yorkshire 
man who has worked on farm 
estates all his adult life, added: 
‘They won’t even give me a 
reference. I am too young to 
feel washed up but that is the 
way the Whittles are making 

me and my family feel. Maybe 
it is time that anyone working 
on an estate checks their terms 
and conditions as they could be 
homeless within three weeks as 
well.’

Simone said: ‘We are going to 
make the most of it. But it is a 
sad place for us at the moment. 
We won’t have any space to play 
with our little grand-daughter.

‘It has been really difficult 
to get help from anywhere. 
Citizens Advice are so busy, the 
arbitration service ACAS said 
it could only give us advice on 
redundancy, nothing else. And 
when we spoke to the council 
we were advised to speak to 
ACHA, but it can’t offer us a 
house until we are homeless.’

A lawyer speaking on behalf 
of Hugh and Elizabeth Whittle 
said: ‘The written Service 
Occupancy Agreement entered 
into between my clients and the 
Fothergills states that their right 
to occupy Keeper’s Cottage 
ceases automatically on the ter-
mination of their employment.

‘My clients afforded the Foth-
ergills more than three weeks to 
vacate the cottage following the 
termination of their employ-
ment. My clients are therefore 
of the view that they have met 
their legal and contractual 
obligations.

‘Standing the fact that the 
cottage was provided rent-free 
for the proper performance of 
the Fothergills’ duties, its rental 
value is irrelevant to the ques-
tion of statutory redundancy 
entitlements.

‘My clients do not wish to 
make any further comment at 
this stage.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Simone and Richard have had to move into a caravan after being told to leave their home of 19 years.
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Crossing blasted
PEDESTRIANS on a zebra 
crossing on one of Oban’s 
busiest roads have claimed it is 
too dangerous to use following 
a number of near misses.
Full story – page three.

Trolleys to go
FOLLOWING complaints 
from Oban Times readers, Tesco 
has agreed to act to remove 
abandoned supermarket trolleys 
that have been dumped.
Full story – page four.

Stay Alive on A85
OUR continuing campaign to 
improve safety on the road be-
tween Oban and Connel turns 
its attention to the economic 
impact from road accidents. 
Full story – page five.

The candidates
MEET all the candidates 
standing for election to the 
council’s Argyll wards on 
May 4.
Full story – pages 10 and 11.
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Hugh Smith’s letter from Islay
Port Ellen 
Distillery
PORT ELLEN DISTILLERY, 
which stands on the outskirts of 
the island village and port, had 
more than its share of ups and 
downs since it first opened its 
doors as a malt mill in 1825.

In charge of the initial de-
velopment was A K MacKay 
and Company, with Alex Kerr 
MacKay at the helm. Shortly 
after production began, 
MacKay ran into serious 
financial trouble and had no 
choice but to hand control over 
to a trio of his relatives – John 
Morrison, Patrick Thomson 
and George MacLellan.

Financially, they did not fare 
much better and in 1833 the 
production was taken over by 
landowner and politician John 
Ramsay, and so began a period 
of development and improve-
ment at both the distillery and 
at the local port facilities.

Ramsay, who owned the 
Kildalton and Oa Estates and 
was the MP for both Stirling 
and Falkirk burghs, realised 
the potential market for whis-
ky in America and set about to 
tirelessly promote his product 
in the new world.

Following his death in 1892, 
his widow Lucy continued 
to run the distillery until she 

passed away in 1906. It then 
came into the possession of 
John and Lucy’s son, Captain 
Ian Ramsay, who decided in 
1920 to end his family’s close 
on 100-year association with 
the distillery when he sold it to 
Buchanan-Dewars.

They, in turn, passed the 
running of the distillery on 
to the newly established Port 
Ellen Distillery Co Ltd, which, 
in 1925, transferred ownership 
to the rapidly burgeoning Dis-
tillers’ Co Ltd, probably best 
known as the DCL.

The introduction of prohibi-
tion in the United States had 
a far-reaching effect on the 
global whisky market and saw 
DCL stop production at Port 
Ellen in 1929. This led DCL to 
transfer its Port Ellen opera-
tions in 1930 to Scottish Malt 
Distillers, which mothballed 
the site.

Production resumed in 1967 
and the number of stills was 
increased to four. Six years 
later saw the building of a large 
drum malting plant, but the 
writing was again on the wall.

As the British recession 
began to bite in 1983, the 
distillery was again moth-
balled but on this occasion 
it remained closed. The site 
was officially closed in 1987 
and the equipment used in the 
production was dismantled.

Happily, the warehouses built 
during the Ramsay tenure 
remain and are now classed as 
listed buildings.

The building now houses a 
malting facility which supplies 
other local distilleries as well 
as further afield sources.

The maltings are now the 
property of the drinks giant 
Diageo, which also owns 
the island distilleries at Laga-
vulin and Caol Ila.

If you have a bottle of Port 
Ellen single malt in your drinks 
cabinet, tread warily ere 
you pull the cork as it is now 
regarded as a collectors’ item 
and quite capable of fetching 
prices greatly in excess of 
£1,500. Be warned.

Photo exhibition
PHOTOGRAPHER and 
film-maker Clive Booth has 
enjoyed a close working rela-
tionship with various folk on 
the island and with the Port 
Askaig-based lifeboat crew 
and coxswain in particular.

A selection of photographs 
featuring the crew of the 
Helmut Schroder II of Dunlos-
sit are currently on display in 
Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle (the 
St Columba Gaelic Centre) 
and will remain on show until 
the end of the month. The ex-
hibition is open daily, Monday 
to Friday, during normal office 
hours.

During his many visits to the 
island, the ace photographer 
Clive has captured on camera 
many aspects of local life, 
ranging from farming and 
fishing interests, distilling and 
charity events. And not for-
getting raging seas and giant 
waves. 

And still he comes back for 
more.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 

Tel: 01496 810 658Port Ellen whisky can now fetch a very high price.

Monastery on Mull 
earns cash backing
A PLEA for cash to support the 
purchase of a monastic house 
on the Ross of Mull has already 
had worldwide support.

A group called the Orthodox 
Monastery of All Celtic Saints 
has purchased Oran-na-Mara 
(Song of the Sea) near Bunessan 
on Mull to establish a presence 
on the island while they convert 
an ancient church at the other 
side of the island.

A spokesman for the Orthodox 
Monastery of All Celtic Saints 
said: ‘Buying Oran-na-Mara 
will allow us to move to the 
island and finally restart.

‘It will also take away the 
pressure concerning building at 
Kilninian – although a monastic 
community on the historical 
site of the ancient Celtic mon-
astery remains our priority 
and spiritual duty to the Celtic 
Saints. We can now achieve this 
aim in time, as we slowly raise 
the necessary funds.

‘Oran-na-Mara is large 
enough to function as a tempo-
rary monastic house for the first 
few years, until we obtain all 
the funds and building permits 
we need to build in the national 
heritage area at Kilninian.

‘We do not want to hurry. 
Kilninian is a treasure, and we 
want to make sure that the new 
building not only safeguards 
the future of this treasure, but 
also enhances its cultural and 
historical value.

‘We have already invested 

large amounts in repairing 
and restoring Kilninian, so it 
may be preserved for the next 
generation.

‘It is only natural to do our 
absolute best to also ensure that 
the new building fits perfectly 
with the local architectural 
heritage. 

‘That takes time and money, 
and having Oran-na-Mara takes 
both those pressures away.

‘In time, God will provide 
both the donors and the best 
possible building plan.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

The Orthodox Monastery of All Celtic Saints on Mull.

Glenshellach Business Park
argyllcollege.ac.uk

01631 559 500

Apply online now for a wide 
range of full and part-time 

courses starting September.
Sound Production . Hairdressing 

Applied Science . Sport and Fitness
Maritime . Education 4 Life

Horticulture . Catering
Hospitality . Admin and Business

Computing . Social Science
Childcare . Health and Social Care

Agriculture & more

Maritime Skills course. Still a few places remaining 
for late April start. Apply now!

Argyll College UHI is 
preparing to kick off a new 
academic year with the most 
exciting and wide-ranging 
curriculum it has ever of-
fered.

And the 2017/18 prospec-
tus isn’t the only good news 
for existing and future 
students.   Official statistics 
show that more Argyll 
College UHI students than 
ever before are successfully 
completing their courses.

The news was welcomed 
by its Principal, Fraser 
Durie, who stressed that 
achieving at college was of-
ten a springboard to further 
education and employment 
opportunities.

Statistics released by the 
Scottish Funding Council 
show the proportion of 
Further Education (FE) 
students completing their 

full-time courses at Argyll 
College UHI in 2015/16 has 
increased by a huge 13.7% 
over the last three years.

The overall total of 74.9% 
is now nearly 7% above the 
national average, putting 
the college ahead of the 
pack in terms of success-
fully supporting its FE 
students through to the end 
of their chosen courses.

The statistics also show a 
19.6% leap over the last year 
alone in the corresponding 
figure for part-time Argyll 
College UHI students (on 
courses taking up more 
than 320 hours), which is 
now 80.6%.   This is 6% 
above the national average.

At the same time, the Col-
lege has achieved its target 
of ensuring that 100% of its 
full time teaching staff hold 
teaching qualifications.

“We’re very pleased with 
the progress we’ve made 
over the last few years – par-
ticularly as regards the FE 
course completion rates,” 
Principal Fraser Durie said. 

“We believe a significant 
factor in this success is our 
network of local learning 
centres, which enable stu-
dents to study and achieve, 
with appropriate support, 
within their own communi-
ties.

“Successfully completing 
one of our FE courses is 
often not an end in itself 
but a means to progressing 
on to other courses or 
employment opportunities.  
We’re delighted such a high 
proportion of our students 
are putting themselves in 
the position of being able to 
move onwards and upwards.

“Our staff work extremely 

hard to help all our students 
reach their full potential, so 
it’s very rewarding for them 
when our performance is 
shown to measure up so pos-
itively against the national 
average.  We’ll continue to 
work hard to further improve 
in the future.”

Anyone interested in 
finding out more about 
Argyll College UHI and 
the courses it offers should 
go to www.argyllcollege.
ac.uk , email us at info@
argyllcollege.ac.uk, pick up 
a prospectus from one of 
our centres or ring us on 
0345 2309969.

Argyll College UHI is one 
of 13 academic partners of 
the University of the High-
lands and Islands, and is the 
main provider of further 
and higher education in 
Argyll and Bute.

Argyll College UHI rises above 
national performance average

Advertorial
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POLICE FILES
with Sergeant Iain MacNicol
Vehicle damaged
BETWEEN 11.10am and 
1.05pm on Monday April 10, 
in Albany Street, Oban, a blue 
Fiat  Punto car was damaged 
by being scratched on the 
driver’s door. Police are inves-
tigating  the incident and are 
appealing for any witnesses 
or anyone with any informa-
tion to contact them.

Cannabis found
ABOUT 4.35pm on Tues-
day April 11, a house in 
Hynish Crescent, Oban, 
was searched by police.  A 
19-year-old man was 
allegedly found to be in 
possession of cannabis and 
was charged with being 
concerned in the supply of 
drugs. A report will be sub-
mitted to the procurator 
� scal.

Driver on phone
AT 5.15pm on Tuesday April 
11, on Glengallan Road, 
Oban, police stopped a car as 
the driver, a man aged 19, was 
allegedly using his mobile 
phone. The man was charged 
and a report will be submitted 
to the procurator � scal.

Drugs warning
ON THURSDAY April 13, 
at 2.30pm on Lorn Road, 
Dunbeg, a man aged 53 
was stopped and  searched 
by police. He was allegedly 
found to be in possession of 
a small amount of cannabis 
and he was issued with a 
recorded police warning.

Careless driving
AN INCIDENT oc-
curred  around 5.45pm on 
Wednesday April 12, on the 

B844 on the Isle of Seil, where-
by a Ford Focus collided with a 
wall, causing minor injuries to 
the driver. Subsequently, the 
driver, a 72-year-old man, was 
charged with careless driving. 
A report will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.

Road crash
On the afternoon Tuesday 
April 11, a two-vehicle 
collision occurred on the 
A816 near Kilmore. The ve-
hicles’ occupants su� ered 
only minor injuries but the 
road was blocked due to 
the position of  the cars. 
One lane was re-opened 
about 2.20pm and the road 
was closed again between 
3.15pm and 3.50pm to allow 
for recovery of the vehicles.

Air weapon
AT 11.45pm on Friday April 14, 
in Rhuvall Road, Oban, a man 
aged 36 was charged with 
possession of an air weapon 
without being the holder of 
a certi� cate. A report will be 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

Drink driver
A 35-YEAR-OLD man was 
arrested for alleged drink 
driving and driving without 
insurance on Sunday April 
16, at Tobermory, Mull. 
The man was later charged 
and a report has been sub-
mitted to the procurator 
� scal.

� If any member of the public 
has information in relation to 
any of the above incidents, 
they  can contact their local 
police o�  ce on telephone 
number 101, or anonymously 
through  Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Oban provides great 
backdrop for pictures
IT HAS been a slightly cold and 
damp Easter but busy and en-
joyable, writes Oban ambassador 
Kay MacDonald.

Everyone I’ve spoken to was 
happy to be here and I spent 
a lot of time taking photos of 
families and couples so that 
everyone could be in the pic-
ture, without all the contortions 
involved in a group selfie. 

The bay presents such a fantas-
tic background for photos that 
I’ve lost count of the number of 
pictures where I’ve been asked 
to try to get a ferry or the hills 
and sea behind the couple or 
family, and I love the thought 
that when they look at the pic-
tures at home they’ll sigh and 
wish they were back here.

For those of us lucky enough to 
live here, the brighter days and 
lighter nights make it easier to 
pull yourself away from the TV 
screen and get out and about, and 
there’s lots going on to tempt you. 

If you would like something a 
bit different, keep an eye out for, 
the live screenings of theatre 
performances at Oban Phoenix 
Cinema. On Wednesday they 
had The Australian Ballet per-
forming Coppelia. 

I’ve been really impressed 
by the range of live screenings 
at the cinema. It is a great way 
to try things, such as opera, 
which you might not normally 
consider. 

There are also lots of different 
films to see this week. If you 
are one of the few who haven’t 
seen Beauty and the Beast, it’s 
fantastic. 

On Friday the Royal Hotel is 
hosting a quiz at 7pm, raising 
funds for the next Oban High 
School trip, to Laurinburg. It 
will be a wee something to get 
the brain cells up and running. 

And on Saturday the 73rd Fid-
dlers’ Rally is on at the Corran 
Halls. It is always a very popular 
event to get your toes tapping. 

So with your brain buzzing and 
your toes tapping, if you’d like 
to see some of the fantastic craft 
work produced by members of 
local Scottish Women’s Insti-
tutes, then the Lorn Rally is on 
Saturday in Connel Village Hall 
at 2pm. It might inspire you to 
find a craft to keep your hands 
busy too.

If all that takes your fancy is a 
wee walk in the fresh air, then 
remember to look up at some 
of the beautiful old buildings in 
the town. 

I’m still surprised now and 
again by things I never noticed 
before. Recently it was the carv-
ings above the Masonic Hall. I 
had no idea they were there.

Just remember to watch where 
you’re going too and don’t end 
up with skint knees. 

The photo from last week was 
from the doorway beside Oban 
Music and Books, beautifully 
carved, but this week’s photo 
might be slightly more difficult 
because of the angle, so keep 
your eyes open.

WHERE 
IS THIS?

New delay for developments at Dunbeg
DUNBEG residents may 
have to wait longer for a new 
hotel and roundabout, as plans 
prove ‘extremely complex’ and 
may take a ‘considerable time’.

Argyll and Bute Council  has 
renewed planning permission 
for a proposed hotel, leisure 
facilities and lodges, submitted 

by Arcade Building Services 
Ltd (ABSL), of Glasgow, on 
land south of the A85 at Tom 
Liath/Tom Ard, Dunbeg.

ABSL received planning 
permission in 2014, but it had 
to re-apply before the normal 
three-year deadline expired.

Its application explained that, 

back in 2012, ABSL and West 
Highland Housing Association 
(WHHA) had jointly received 
consent to form a roundabout 
on the A85, giving access to 
ABSL’s proposed hotel to the 
south, and WHHA’s future 
development to the north.

WHHA then became part 

of Link Housing Association, 
which in 2016 submitted a plan 
for 600 houses on the A85’s 
north side, and is still awaiting 
a decision. Consent for the 
roundabout was also renewed.

The council renewed plan-
ning permission for ABSL’s 
hotel for five years until 2022.

Parking meters don’t 
accept new £1 coins

No lifejackets on boat 
that sank, says father 

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
made a £360,000 ‘profit’ from 
parking in the 2015-16 financial 
year, data analaysed for the 
RAC Foundation has revealed.

This resulted in the council 
ranking ninth out of Scotland’s 
32 local authorities.

This is an increase of £30,000 
compared to the previous year, 
when Argyll and Bute Council 
received £330,000 from charges 
and penalties.

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesman said: ‘The surplus 
revenue received from off-street 
parking or on-street, through 
decriminalised parking en-
forcement, is used for road 
safety and traffic management 
improvements and to manage 
and maintain our car parks.’

Steve Gooding, director of the 

RAC Foundation, said: ‘Provid-
ing and managing the space for us 
to park is not a cost-free activity 
for councils, but controlling those 
costs is important.’

However, the introduction of 
the new 12-sided £1 coin could 
affect this year’s intake, as the 
parking meters in Oban don’t 
currently accept the new coins.

The Oban Times asked mem-
bers of the public about the new 
£1 coins on social media. 

Lainey Booth said: ‘The meter 
outside the police station does 
not accept them. I tried three 
different ones. They don’t work.’

It’s not just the parking meters. 
Hannah Karpinski said: ‘They 
don’t work in Lidl or Aldi trolleys.’

And Bryan Simpson added: 
‘Didn’t work in my coffee ma-
chine at work.’

THE family of a fisherman lost 
at sea after his boat foundered 
four years ago this week have 
been told by a former skipper 
of the vessel that allegedly ‘no 
lifejackets were aboard’.

A fatal accident inquiry (FAI) 
to be held in early June will hear 
the circumstances surrounding 
Scott MacAlister’s death after 
he was lost at sea when the 
Speedwell sank on April 25, 
2013.

Peter MacAlister and sons An-
drew and Glen have consistently 
battled against a ‘meaningless’ 
investigation into Scott’s death, 
but neither the court nor the 
maritime agencies will raise the 
boat from the seabed between 
Inish and Seil.

Peter MacAlister said: ‘A for-
mer skipper has said that when 
he worked the boat there were 
no lifejackets aboard.

‘This is in direct conflict 
with part of the evidence due 

to be heard at the FAI in that 
defective lifejackets aboard the 
Speedwell were rectified.’

A report by the Marine Acci-
dent Investigation Board claims 
that the ‘Speedwell carried two 
constant wear lifejackets’.

Mr MacAlister continued: 
‘If the boat is lifted from the 
seabed, we can find out if life-
jackets were aboard or not.

‘A diver who has visited the 
boat said that he saw no sign 
of lifejackets and the flotsam 
contained no lifejackets.

‘Scott was not found – from 
that it can be assumed he was 
not wearing a lifejacket. There 
were a number of search vessels 
in the area within minutes of 
him going down. This matter 
has now gone way way beyond 
belief – four years later and we 
are no further on.

‘The boat needs to be lifted to 
find out the facts, otherwise we 
will never know the truth.’

Call for crossing to be 
removed over safety fears
AN OBAN resident is calling 
for the removal of a zebra 
crossing following concerns that 
correct procedures were not 
followed during its installation.

The crossing has been at the 
centre of a number of near 
misses in recent months.

By its own admission, Argyll 
and Bute Council said it could 
‘not locate any recorded infor-
mation’ in regard to the crossing 
on Soroba Road, near to Lidl.

In a statement, the council, 
said: ‘The council officer who 
liaised with Lidl prior to the 
installation of this crossing has 
retired and we are unable to 
locate any recorded informa-
tion within our records which 
confirms that an assessment 
was carried out.’

A legal requirement to fit a 
skid-resistant surface on the 
approaches to the crossing has 
not been carried out, giving 
drivers less traction if they 
need to come to an abrupt stop 
and making it more likely cars 

will slide onto the crossing.
The concerned member of pub-
lic, who asked not to be named, 
said he can find no evidence 
that police were advised of the 
crossing or that public notices 
were displayed, which, he says, 
flouts the current rules.

He explained: ‘The issues are 
a bit complex but do need to be 
addressed and, in my opinion, 

made public. Should I not do 
anything and other incidents 
occur, I would be really upset.

‘There would appear to be 
failures to comply with Road 
Traffic Regulation Acts, so it is 
a serious matter. 

‘The future of the crossing, in 
my view, is uncertain. It should 
be removed and proper proce-
dure undertaken. 

‘Having examined all avail-
able planning documents, I 
have come to the conclusion 
that Argyll and Bute Council 
granted unconditional planning 
permission to the applicant for 
the establishment of a zebra 
crossing adjacent to the super-
market, which it didn’t have the 
right to do.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 

spokesperson said: ‘The devel-
oper was informed of the need 
to apply for a permit under 
section 56 of the Roads (Scot-
land) Act 1984 prior to working 
within the road corridor.

‘The requirement to consult 
with the public and the police 
lies with the developer.’

Lidl were unable to comment 
at the time of going to press.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Last September we photographed Agnes Morris, Elspeth Kerr, Betty Nudds and Riona MacEwan, who all live close to the crossing near 
Lynn Court at the then new zebra crossing which a concerned resident has said may have to be removed. T16 Zebra crossing

Should I not 
do anything 
and other 
incidents 
occur, I 
would be 
really upset”
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WHITE VAN Man
AT THE most recent meeting 
of Oban Community Council, 
the proposals for future 
building of houses in the 
Dunbeg to Ganavan corridor 
was discussed.

I was very interested to hear 
Councillor Roddy McCuish 
give the community council 
an idea as to the layout of the 
next phase of building.

However, I was less than 
pleased to hear that the 
houses built at the top of the 

hill would be for the capitalist 
side of life, the luxury range, 
as Councillor McCuish said, 
that’s where the money is for 
the business.

I would honestly like to 
say that, in my ideal world, 
wouldn’t it be lovely if the 
builder were to designate the 
land at the hills overlooking 
to Ganavan to senior citizens’ 
housing. 

That would be a fantas-
tic way for our pensioners to 

spend their twilight years – in 
houses with a lovely view.

The reality is that, instead, 
the building companies are 
looking for nothing other 
than financial gain.

Heaven forbid that the 
builders would construct the 
‘high end’ houses in the mid-
dle of the estate where those 
and such as those would not 
have a view to enjoy.

George Berry

Whopping £1,000 
up for grabs in draw
A STAR prize of £1,000 is up 
for grabs in a bumper charity 
prize draw being organised by 
Oban RNLI fundraising group.

An army of volunteers has 
been enlisted to help sell as 
many tickets as possible to make 
the most of the fantastic cash 
prize, which has been kindly 
donated by John MacAlister 
(Oban) Ltd.

All proceeds from the sale of 
the £1 tickets will go towards 
saving lives at sea. 

Mike Robertson, chairman 
of the fundraising committee, 
said: ‘We are extremely fortu-
nate to get such great support 
from businesses and individuals 
in Oban when we are on the 
lookout for prizes for our fund-
raising events.

‘But we couldn’t believe it 
when Peigi Robertson, one of 
our long-serving fundraisers, 
told us that when she had spoken 
to John MacAlister about the 
possibility of providing a prize 
he said he would donate £1,000.

‘This is the biggest prize we 
have ever had and we can’t 
thank Mr MacAlister enough 
for his generosity. The onus is 

now on us to sell lots of prize 
draw tickets.

‘Oban’s all-weather Trent class 
lifeboat Mora Edith MacDon-
ald is one of the busiest in the 
RNLI’s fleet and covers a vast 
area of the West Coast, so we 
are hoping that as many 
people as possible will support 
this good cause, while giving 
themselves a chance of winning 
£1,000.

‘We have a host of other fab-
ulous prizes which have been 
donated too, including a second 
prize of dinner for two, courtesy 
of the Manor House, Oban, 
and third prize of champagne 
afternoon tea for two, kindly 
donated by the Airds Hotel, at 
Port Appin.’

To give the fundraisers plenty 
of time to raise as much as 
possible from this great oppor-
tunity the draw date has been 
set for September 16. Tickets 
are available now from all fund-
raising committee members, 
Oban Lifeboat Station and from 
various other outlets around the 
town, including The Iona Shop, 
Munro’s garage and Reflections 
hairdressers.

Abandoned trolleys are to be collected

Market adds colour to Oban town centre

A NUMBER of shopping 
trolleys that have been thrown 
into an Oban stream causing a 
blockage and littering will soon 
be collected by a specialist 
recovery team.

A report was made to The 
Oban Times of four trolleys 
that had been lifted up over 
a fence and dumped into the 
same spot in the Black Lynn, 
burn and one was left teetering 
on the edge of the bank.

After being contacted, 
Tesco said it would send out a 
specialist team to collect the 
abandoned trolleys.

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘Shoppers 
should obviously return their 
trolleys to the supermarket to 
avoid any unsightly and poten-
tially hazardous situations.

‘It is the responsibility of the 
supermarket to retrieve its own 
shopping trolleys which have 
been abandoned.

‘We have been in touch with 
the supermarket and it will 
arrange to have these trolleys 
removed.’

A Tesco spokesperson said: 
‘Our colleagues always try to 

ensure that our trolleys stay at 
our stores for the benefit of our 
customers, but from time to 
time they do go missing.

‘We have sent out a specialist 
recovery team to Oban to 
remove these trolleys and this 
will be complete over the com-
ing days.’

However, it’s not just the 
Black Lynn that seems to have 
an abandoned trolley problem – 
even signposts aren’t safe.

THE first of six markets organ-
ised by BID4Oban on behalf of 
its levy payers and to add a bit 
of colour to the town was held 
on Saturday April 8.

For a first market and the week 
before Easter, the attendance 
was fantastic. ‘A well-run market 
should not detract or compete 
with the businesses in town. 
Rather it should augment them 
and create additional footfall 
in the town for everyone’s 
benefit,’ said Derek Connery, of 

BID4Oban. ‘The market came 
into being as a result of a local 
business’s request, and their 
hard work to encourage and 
support attendance. This is a 
great example of a BID working 
together with its levy payers for 
the benefit of all.’

There will monthly markets 
from now until September with 
the next one being May 27, and 
there are discussions about 
extending this to night-time 
markets in July and August.

Tesco says it has 
organised a spe-
cialist recovery 

team to take away 
the supermarket 
trolleys dumped 

at and in the 
Black Lynn burn 
– and one that 

somehow found 
its way onto the 

top of a street 
sign in Oban.

Volunteers are digging 
up the past at Dunollie
IN JULY 2016, work was 
undertaken to re-excavate a 
small part of a large trench 
at Dunollie Castle to enable 
archaeologists to determine the 
chronology of the ancient site.

The aim of this dig was to 
assess what had been exposed 
in an excavation back in the 
1970s, before consolidation and 
landscaping work started in the 
courtyard.

Four volunteers took part in 
the dig under the guidance of 
archaeologist Roddy Regan, 
from Kilmartin Museum. 
Included among the findings 
from the trench, which is situ-
ated in the northern half of the 
courtyard and at the south-west 
side of the trench, was an area 
of what appears to be mounded 
soil, possibly the weathered 
remains of the previous spoil 
heap.

After the team had begun to 
remove the backfill deposits, 
it was revealed that several 
features within the trench may 
have all functioned at the same 
time.

A wall face and possible 
doorway of a structure were 
discovered in the north-west 
corner of the courtyard, with a 
drain running down to a chute 
in the western wall of the court-
yard surround.

Adjoining the south of the 
wall was a secondary wall 
forming what is thought to be 
the possible edge of a platform 
or side of an embankment, with 
a paved area at its base.

The only part of the wall 
which could be seen in the 
trench looked to be constructed 
from angular and rounded 
rubble, with the gaps between 
bonded together with a soft 
light yellow mortar, which over 

time has weathered from the 
surface.

A large angular stone was un-
covered on the east side of a gap 
in the trench, which suggested a 
door jamb at the base. However, 
the adjacent side of the gap was 
missing which is thought to have 
been the result of a possible 
robbing.

To the south and west of the 
wall, the team found remains of 
a well-worn paved surface con-
sisting of sandstone and split 
cobbles. This surface lay oppo-

site a probable entrance into the 
castle on the north and possibly 
also at the foot of a set of steps 
to the east.

While the absence of paving 
may be due to a robbing 
(along with some disturbance 
by tree roots), it seems more 
likely any such paving was 
originally absent in this part of 
the trench with some flat slates 
providing a less robust surface.

Another discovery made by 
the team was within the fill of 
the drain, where they found 

bone, glass and clay tobacco 
pipe fragments, all coming from 
cleaning over the remaining 
top of the deposit. The bone 
fragments were all small and 
appear to derive from food or 
cooking waste.

Dunollie plans to continue its 
archaeological work this year 
with funding from Historic En-
vironment Scotland as part of 
the national Dig It Programme.

Primarily, the next phase 
of work would involve consol-
idating the edges of the trench 

and the removal of some rub-
ble deposits to clearly expose 
more features. 

This would also present the 
opportunity to obtain some reli-
able dating evidence for the last 
use of these features, which was 
not uncovered by the previous 
work.

Dunollie will be looking for 
volunteers to assist in the sec-
ond dig. 

If you would like to register 
your interest, call the office on 
01631 570550.

Volunteers assess the trench excavated at Dunollie, but more helpers are needed for a second dig.

Oban nurse is up for award
A NURSE from Oban is up for 
a top award in a public vote for 
helping a patient with 
mental illness turn her 
life around.

Nadine MacArthur, 
daughter of Deborah 
and Colin MacDonald, 
now works as a com-
munity mental health 
nurse at Dr Gray’s 
Hospital in Elgin. She 
has been shortlisted 
for the Patients’ Choice Award 
at the RCNI Nurse Awards, run 
by the Royal College of Nursing 
Institute.

Oban born and bred, Nadine 
was surprised and touched to 

learn of her nomination by pa-
tient Jo Mullen, who suffers from 

borderline personality 
disorder (BPD).

Nadine helped Jo to 
create a booklet of her 
experiences living with 
BPD. Jo explained: 
‘Nadine is central to me 
leading a purposeful 
life and experiencing 
the joy of achievement, 
despite the difficulties 

I face daily. The way we work 
together is a challenge to the 
traditional relationship between 
patient and professional.’

Voting is open until April 28 at 
www.rcni.com.

Lunch with a view at 
The Deck, Isle of Eriska

Tel: 01631 720371   
Email: o�  ce@eriska-hotel.co.uk
Website: www.eriska-hotel.co.uk
Benderloch, Argyll, Scotland, PA37 1SD

All locals get 

10% 
off food10% 
off food10% 
off food10% 

*

Opening Hours
Open daily for lunch. Pre-booking advised. 
For bookings or enquiries contact us on 01631 720371
*Proof of address within 15 miles to receive discount



Thursday 20 April, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk 5NEWS
OT

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
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How 
would 

you defi ne 
your new 
kitchen?

this is where I 
keep my after 

gym treats

this is where 
I keep the 
good wine

this is where I keep 
mum’s secret recipe 

this is where 
I keep my kids 

drawings

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU Tel: 01463 238 000 
Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956
Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk 

www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Accidents hurt local businesses as 
well as those injured on the road

Hunt for head teacher at Tobermory moves to social media

FOLLOWING the busy Easter 
weekend, it is time to take stock 
of the sheer amount of traffic on 
the road.

It has been suggested that 
Oban is one of the busiest 
ferry routes in the country with 
business supporting the com-
munities of many islands as well 
as a huge geographical area of 
the Scottish mainland.

When an accident happens, 
the first thought is concern for 
those involved. But very soon 
that turns to frustration and 
it can often take hours for the 
road to re-open, leaving people 
stranded in the town or outside 
wanting to get in.

The town can often grind to a 
standstill.

If there is any doubt over the 
health of those involved in the 
accident, Police Scotland always 
err on the side of caution. In 
some cases, it has taken 12 
hours to clear the road.

Derek Connery, chief executive 
of BID4Oban, said: ‘The first 
point is that any serious injury or 
loss of life is extremely distressing 
for all those involved, either 
directly or indirectly. So the first 
actions have to be those that 
reduce the numbers of accidents 
in the first place as an ounce of 
prevention is far better than a 
pound of cure.

‘This can be achieved in a 
number of ways, including 
education, engineering and 
enforcement. However, in the 
unfortunate case of an accident, 
we must also have robust meas-
ures in place to mitigate the 

impact on the local population 
and businesses, and also people 
trying to access the area for 
business or pleasure.

‘Currently, I believe that in the 
event of a fatality or a possible 
fatality  the road could be closed 
for in excess of four hours.

‘This has a number of implica-
tions, depending, of course, on 
where you are in relation to the 
accident. At the very least this 

could mean a 30-mile detour 
or a 45-minute addition to your 
journey time, and quite often 
more.

‘Whether you look at the time 
delay or distance, we are consid-
ering a significant cost to local 
business, local population and 
ultimately the local economy.

‘The lack of alternative routes 
means that there has to be more 
resilience built into the plan-
ning for dealing with accidents 
and also how that information is 
cascaded down to the local peo-
ple. If there is enough warning 
following an accidents, you can 
make alternative arrangements 
to perhaps avoid the area, 
rather than contribute to the 
congestion.’

Sign the petition below or at 
change.org for improved road 
safety on the A85.

Next week, council candidates 
are asked for their view on how 
to improve safety on the route.

Primary 
school 
deemed to 
be ‘safe’
FIVE newly-built schools in 
Argyll and Bute, including 
Oban Primary, have now been 
certified as ‘safe’ following a 
BBC investigation into a wall 
collapse at Oxgangs Primary in 
Edinburgh last year.

Nine tonnes of bricks were 
blown from the city school wall 
during Storm Gertrude’s 70mph 
winds in January, miraculously 
not causing injury to pupils.

Edinburgh City Council closed 
17 schools in the capital for a 
safety inspection, which iden-
tified problems with wall and 
header ties holding exterior and 
interior walls together.

At least 72 schools across 15 
Scottish local authority areas 
were found to have similar de-
fects, including five in Argyll 
and Bute, which have now been 
repaired, the council said.

A spokesperson explained: 
‘Following visual and intrusive 
surveys of the council’s school 
estate of Oban Primary campus, 
Lochgilphead joint campus, 
Dunoon Grammar, Rothesay 
joint campus and Hermitage 
Academy, remedial works were 
carried out to certain areas in 
regard to wall and header ties 
and completed in summer 2016.

‘This work was carried out by 
the council’s project partner, 
ABC Schools Limited, and all 
occupied areas were confirmed 
safe for use by an independent 
structural engineer.’

United on need for PVG checks
COUNCILLORS have said it is 
time for every elected member 
to be passed ‘fit for duty’ under 
the Protection of Vulnerable 
Groups (PVG) legislation, after 
a story in last week’s Oban Times.

Concerns raised by dad Angus 
Files over access to information 
about his 19-year-old son’s 
private information led him 
to a Freedom of Information 
disclosure showing that two 
councillors were members of 
a committee without valid 

PVG certificates in place. 
Mr Files, who has reported the 
matter to Police Scotland, said 
the local authority had now 
told him that Anne Horn had 
completed her certification and 
‘we await confirmation of the 
position regarding Councillor 
Julie McKenzie, whose appli-
cation has been submitted to 
Disclosure Scotland’.

This week councillors 
Mary-Jean Devon and Elaine 
Robertson said that the PVG 
certification should be in place 
for all members of the council. 
Breege Smyth and Julie Mc-

Kenzie agreed, with Ms Smyth 
saying the SNP group was con-
sidering making membership of 
the scheme mandatory.

The Oban Times did not name 
the councillors, but in a press 
statement from the SNP, the 
political group confirmed who 
they were. The statement read: 
‘A recent Freedom of Informa-
tion request from a member of 
the public to the council brought 
to the attention of council staff 
that two SNP members of the 
Community Services Commit-
tee, Councillor Julie McKenzie 
and Councillor Anne Horn, 

did not have up to date PVGs. 
Argyll and Bute Council and 
both councillors acted quickly 
to ensure that this was rectified.

‘At no point was there any 
non-disclosure of the names of 
the two councillors.’

In her statement, given to 
The Oban Times, Councillor 
McKenzie said: ‘My completed 
PVG paperwork was returned 
and went missing somewhere 
between the municipal build-
ings in Oban and Kilmory last 
October.

‘I was not notified about this 
until recently and obviously [I] 

am also extremely concerned 
that copies of personal docu-
ments have also gone missing. 
I have returned a second set of 
completed documents to coun-
cil staff and they are currently 
being processed.’

Councillor Horn has now 
completed her application form 
which has been submitted to 
Disclosure Scotland.

Councillor Horn told The 
Oban Times: ‘I have completed 
my PVG documentation and the 
council has a copy confirming 
there is no obstacle to me 
working with vulnerable groups. 

I hope this helps assure whoever 
was concerned enough to make 
this inquiry.

‘Vulnerable people have 
always been a priority for me 
and I will always act in their best 
interests.’

� Argyll and Bute Council 
confirmed that since it was es-
tablished in 2014, the committee 
has dealt with all but two items 
of its business in public. 

The two items considered  in 
private related to the Riverside 
Dunoon building contract and a 
rural housing grant application.

The Oban Times petition for safety improvements on the A85. 
People in North Argyll have lost far too many friends and family in accidents on the A85 between Oban and Connel.  

IF YOU SUPPORT US, PLEASE SIGN BELOW: 

Address ...........................................
.........................................................
.........................................................

Tel ..................................................

Email .............................................
.......................................................

Name .................................................................................................

and send to The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB, or sign the petition online at 
www.change.org/p/humza-yousaf-stay-alive-on-the-a85-oban-to-connel-and-beyond

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Postmasters 
join legal 
campaign
MORE than 10 applicants 
from Argyll have joined a 
landmark legal action against 
the Post Office Ltd, the Justice 
for Sub-Postmasters Alliance 
(JFSA) has announced. 

More than 1,000 applicants 
have now applied.

Around 100 former and cur-
rent sub-postmasters living in 
Scotland have applied to join the 
legal action.

During the past decade, 
hundreds of sub-postmasters ex-
perienced issues with a Horizon 
accounting system, which led to 
many being accused of theft, re-
ceiving fines and even jail terms.

Candidates are assured the pupils are ‘friendly, yet respectful’.

Mull protester demands the release of captive elephant in Malaysia

A CAMPAIGN to have an 
elephant released from chains 
took its protest to the Malay-
sian embassy in London last 
week.

Protesters, including organ-
iser and Mull photographer 
Hannah Morris, wants Lasah, 
a 37-year-old wild-born ele-

phant, freed from four chains 
that restricts the ‘entertain-
ment’ mammal’s legs every 
time he is not on show.

Hannah said: ‘We again 
raised the situation about 
Lasah, the abused Malaysian 
elephant, in Langkawi outside 
the Malaysian Embassy.

‘AJ Greenway, a YouTube 
vlogger, filmed the event, while 
Hank Osasuna, a British ce-
lebrity from the Keith Lemon 
show, was also protesting.

‘Lasah has been forced to 
work in a logging camp, lived 
in zoos for more than 20 years, 
performed in shows including 

in a popular Malaysian enter-
tainment outlet, and used in 
commercials and the 1999 film, 
Anna and the King.

‘Eleven years ago, he was 
sent to the popular Malaysian 
tourist island, Langkawi and 
since then has been used by 
the profit-making Langkawi 

Elephant Adventures [LEA].
There, Lasah is used for 
elephant rides and lives alone, 
which is devastating for social 
animals like elephants. LEA 
also continues to offer Lasah 
for other commercial purposes 
on its website. In July last year, 
activists exposed photos of 

Lasah chained on all four legs 
away from public eyes during 
LEA’s closing hours. Lasah 
has suffered for too long. This 
abuse must stop.’

Any readers wanting to 
help Lasah should send 
emails to www.fotomalaysia.
org/?p=1893.

The demonstrators, 
including Hannah 
Morris from Mull, 
took their cause 
to the Malaysian 

embassy.

THE hunt is on for a head teacher 
for Mull’s high school.

The job has been vacant for 
a year, despite two rounds of 
recruiting, after the previous 
head teacher, Craig Biddick, left 
in 2016. Now Tobermory Parent 
Council hopes to help Argyll and 
Bute Council to boost its recruit-
ment campaign, with an appeal 
and welcome pack on Facebook.

‘It’s a big job,’ the parent council 
explains, as the head teacher 
oversees the island’s pre-school, 
primary and high schools, plus 
‘the future generations of Mull 
and citizens of the world’.

Tobermory High School is rela-
tively small, with 136 pupils and 
20 teachers at secondary level, 
and 62 pupils and five teachers 
in the primary school, plus 22 
children and two teachers in the 
pre-fives unit. Almost all classes 
are in groups of 20 of fewer.

The full-time, permanent role, 
assisted by two deputes and a 
principal teacher, pays £53,187 a 
year for 35 hours’ work per week.

Retired head teacher Jenny Des 
Fountain, head from 1995 until 
her retirement in 2011, is quoted 
on the parent council’s welcome 
pack as saying: ‘It’s the best job 

in Scottish education.’ The pack 
describes further incentives for 
applicants, saying pupils are 
‘friendly, welcoming, easy to chat 
to; informal yet respectful’, and 
‘the worst a Mull traffic jam gets 
is a flock of sheep or a herd of 
Highland cows on the road.

‘After work and at the weekends, 
there is a whole island to explore. 
Your new place of work is at the 
heart of this island community. 
While the island location is 
certainly attractive, being remote 
brings its own challenges.’

Parent council member Neil 
Hutton said it stepped in to help 

after similar parent councils on 
Iona, Tiree and Arran launched 
their own recruitment campaigns 
on social media.

‘We want to encourage people 
to think about a lifestyle change,’ 
he said. ‘If you are coming from a 
city environment there are fewer 
facilities; there are less choices 
but the choices are richer. I think 
it is a lovely place to live, with a 
strong community, and it is also a 
really nice school. 

‘The people who work here are 
very committed.’

The closing date for applica-
tions is May 5.

In the event 
of a fatality, 
the road can 
be closed for 
four hours”

Derek Connery
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Road campaign support
IT IS hugely gratifying to see the level of 
support we have garnered for our campaign to 
improve safety on the A85 between Oban and 
Connel.

In the first two days alone, well over 100 
people signed our online petition demanding 
action from the statutory authorities to act to 
halt the carnage on this stretch of road.

And some of the comments from our sup-
porters make harrowing reading, recounting, 
as they do, stark stories of families who have 
suffered as a result of accidents on this noto-
rious stretch.

What is also interesting is that those who 
have signed the petition are not all from this 
area. We have been backed by people from 
Cork in Ireland, Helensburgh, Glasgow, 
Wishaw, Larkhall, Edinburgh and Blainslie in 
the Borders, to name but a few.

One of the most notable comments from a 
supporter was that from Isla Kerr, of Powmill 
(in Clackmannanshire, I think), who said: 
‘That is THE most dangerous road I have ever 
driven. 

‘My mother, father and brother have all been 
in accidents (on separate occasions) on that 
road. Something needs done.’

We have three easily affordable and emi-
nently achievable demands: reduce the speed 
limit on the road, paint double white lines 
to prevent overtaking and create a lay-by at 
Pennyfuir cemetery.

To sign online, go to https://www.change.
org/p/humza-yousaf-stay-alive-on-the-a85-
oban-to-connel-and-beyond/w?source_loca-
tion=petition_show.

Proud of school pipe band
WE HAD a fantastic response on social me-
dia last week to our stories, photographs and 
shared videos of Oban High School Pipe Band 
in New York.

For anyone who missed it, the boys and girls 
were in the Big Apple to take part in the now 
world famous Tartan Day parade along Sixth 
Avenue.

The band was in its usual fine form and 
caused quite a stir. But one of their members 
became an online sensation even before they 
arrived in the United States.

Gregor MacDonald, 13, was cheered and 
clapped on the flight to New York after he gave 
an impromptu performance on the aircraft.

Gregor and his hugely talented school band 
colleagues did us all proud. 

They are a credit to their town, school and 
families, but mostly to themselves.

If you missed Gregor’s performance, you 
can see it at www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-
glasgow-west-39570050

Inquiry looks to be � awed
THE FORTHCOMING fatal accident inquiry 
into the sinking of the fishing vessel Speedwell 
in 2013 appears to be seriously flawed.

The family of Scott MacAlister, who died 
when the boat went down, have raised serious 
concerns the hearing will be ‘sham’. It is hard 
to disagree.

Scott’s father, Peter, has complained, quite 
justifiably, that without evidence from the boat 
itself, there is little point in holding the FAI.

I have no knowledge of marine engineering 
but it seems obvious the condition of the boat 
is essential to establish why the Speedwell 
foundered.

According to the official MAIB report, there 
were a number of faults with the boat that had 
been identified before the tragedy, including 
the pump in the hold not working, lifejackets 
had no record of service, the liferaft had no record 
of service, and it was suspected the alarm in the 
engine-room was not working. 

HARD-WORKING crafters raised £730 for Mary’s 
Meals at their first coffee morning in Connel.

The Easter craft and coffee morning at Connel Village 
Hall on Saturday April 8, which also featured baking 
and fiddle music, raised money by donation for the Ar-
gyll charity which aims to provide hungry children with 
one meal every school day, encouraging education that 
can lift them out of poverty in later life.

The group was helped by many volunteers to organise 
the event. One crafter Dorothy Hitchin said: ‘We have 
been doing it for quite a few years. We make anything 
that takes our fancy. We take a stall to local craft fairs, 
but this was the first time we have had a coffee morning.

‘People are very generous. That was more than ex-
pected. I expected £500. In view of the circumstances, 
with all the crises and famines in Africa, we thought 
people would be generous. Connel is very supportive of 
charities.’

KILBRANDON SWI members welcomed guest 
speaker Karen Mackie to Seil Island Hall for their April 
meeting.

Flower arranging expert Karen demonstrated how to 
make three different types of arrangements: a round 
one, a long, low horizontal one and a tall, triangular one.

Karen put these together using foliage members had 
brought from their gardens as well as shop-bought flow-
ers acquired by the committee.

Then it was the turn of members to have a go.
‘Karen provided us with the equipment to get started 

– an oasis, container and tape for each member,' said 
Patricia McDicken.

‘By the end of the evening we had produced a fantastic 
selection of floral arrangements, all differing in size 
and colour. We had a lot of fun and picked up tips from 
Karen that will be useful in the future. Shona Neil gave 
the vote of thanks.’

THE WESTERN Isles 
Island Games Association 
(WIIGA) has announced 
its squad for the NatWest 
Island Games to be held in 
Sweden this summer.

The week-long, interna-
tional event is being hosted 
by Gotland, one of the 24 
member islands, between 
June 24 and 30.

WIIGA will take a squad 
of 90 people including ath-
letes, coaches, management 
and a medical team.

In athletics, school pupils 
Sian Macdonald and DJ 
Macmillan earn their place 
alongside games veterans 
Eilidh Mackenzie, Eve 
Carrington and Donnie 
Macleod.

In cycling, Kerry Macphee 
will be defending her two 
MTB titles. She will be 
teaming up again with her 
sister Kirsty who will also 
be competing on the road 
for the first time. 

Newcomer Stuart Ashley 
from Scalpay also joins the 
road team.

In women’s football, the 
squad has two debutants in 
Nicolson Institute pupils 
Shana Macphail and Mary 
Macleod.

It also includes 15 players 
with previous experience, 
nine of which have been 
playing regular competi-
tive football at college or 
university over the winter. 
Beth Macleod reached the 
British Universities finals 
with Edinburgh University.

The games give island ath-
letes a chance to compete 
at a high level international 
event, which will be one of 
the biggest multi-sports 
events in this year’s global 
sporting calendar.

The Gotland organisers 
are expecting more than 
3,000 athletes to participate. 
For a full list of athletes 
and personnel visit http://
www.welovestornoway.com/
i ndex .php/6 4 62 - i s la nd-
games-squad-is-announced.

AROUND 18 Gael-
ic-speaking secondary 
school pupils made their 
way to Geàrrannan Black-
houses, on the Isle of Lewis, 
last week to take part in this 
year’s Fèisean nan Gàid-
heal, 5 Latha.

Now in its sixth year, 
5 Latha offers a unique 
opportunity to participants 
to experience life in a Gael-
ic-speaking community, 
taking part in a programme 
of traditional activities and 
workshops over five days.

Throughout the week, 
the group was given the 
opportunity to learn about 
the Harris Tweed industry, 
spend a day crofting, cut 
peats and take part in craft 
and cookery workshops.

Kilbrandon

Some of the � ower arrangements created by Kilbran-
don SWI members under the expert tuition of guest 

speaker Karen Mackie.

Connel

Fiddle players entertain at the co� ee morning.

The Easter craft and co� ee morning in Connel was a 
great success.

They also learned music 
and song with leading mu-
sicians Norrie MacIver and 
Robbie Greig.

Calum Alex Macmillan, 
Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s 
development manager, said: 
‘We are delighted to have 
attracted 18 participants 
to this year’s event. It’s a 
fantastic opportunity for 
the group to learn about 
traditional community life 
and the work of the area 
and to use and develop their 
language skills.

‘We are indebted to the 
local community at the 
Geàrrannan for the support 
and kindness they show us 
each year, which adds sig-
nificantly to the experience 
gained by the participants.’

A special ceilidh was held 
in Carloway Community 
Hall, on Thursday April 
12, in association with Car-
loway Gaelic Choir, where 
family and friends heard 
5 Latha participants and 
tutors perform.

Organisers also revealed 
that Fèisean nan Gàidheal, 
with support from Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig, will organise 5 
Latha nan Oileanach for 
university and college stu-
dents between June 5 and 10 
this year. The event will be 
open to students who have 
at least an intermediate 
ability in the language with 
a range of language learn-
ing opportunities organised 
for the week, as well as a 
programme of activities.

Smiles all round from some of the youngsters who attended the sixth Fèisean nan 
Gàidheal, 5 Latha, on the isle of Lewis.

Isle of Lewis blackhouses welcome fèis youngsters

Western Isles

BUSINESSES are being invited to 
apply for space at a new hub on the 
isle of Jura – and it would help if they 
could operate a petrol pump.

Jura Community Business Ltd, 
which runs the island’s petrol station 
in Craighouse, plans to establish a 
multi-purpose business space on an 

unused part of the site. Planning has 
been approved and discussions are 
ongoing to secure funding, The Oban 
Times understands. 

The cost on one unit would be 
offset by the tenant attending to the 
daily operation of fuel dispersal, 
which, it is hoped, would provide full 

time availability of fuel and ensure 
the future of the petrol station. The 
directors also hope the affordable 
and adaptable business units will 
encourage growth of the local econ-
omy and provide employment. 

For more information, contact 
isleofjura@btinternet.com.

THE DEMOLITION of the former Dunaros Care Home on Mull has been approved by 
Argyll and Bute Council.

The planning application, submitted by Argyll Properties Limited, proposes replacing 
the old Dunaros Care Home and Hospital at Salen with eight houses. 

The existing single storey building, which dates from the late 1960s, also housed the 
island’s cottage hospital and served as a care home for eight people until it closed five 
years ago when new housing opened at Craignure.

A PLAN for a new 40-pitch 
campsite near Salen on the Isle 
of Mull has been submitted to 
Argyll and Bute Council.

The application, by Torr 
Gorm Developments in 
March, also proposes a 
one-storey hub and cycle 
buildings with landscape on 
land south of Pier Cottage.

PLANS for a temporary 
visitor centre for Islay’s 
newest and ninth distillery 
have been refused by Argyll 
and Bute Council.

The planning application, 
submitted by Hepburn 
Consulting, proposed turn-
ing a dilapidated barn at 
Ardnahoe Farmhouse near 
Port Askaig into an interim 
distillery visitors’ centre for 
two years, ‘giving sufficient 

Mull Petrol station business boost

time to build the new 
distillery and then transfer 
the visitor experience to the 
new building’.

Documents cited ‘numer-
ous enquiries from groups, 
island tour guides and 
individuals looking to visit 
and view the project’. The 
centre includes retail and 
exhibit space but it is not the 
intention to attract more 
visitors to the site but to 

manage and safely control 
those who agree to visit.’

However the application 
drew objections from direct 
neighbours who wrote: ‘The 
siting of a visitor centre/
retail premises within the 
currently disused barn 
and using the dwelling 
house as a site office will 
generate increased traffic 
using an entrance that has 
reduced visibility due to its 

position on a blind bend.
These groups and tours will 
arrive in mini buses and in 
large numbers. The visitor 
numbers for Bunnahabhain 
are currently 12,000 per 
annum. 

‘If just half of these visi-
tors stop off on the way, this 
equates to 6,000 visitors per 
annum. The proposed six 
car parking spaces will be 
insufficient. The applicant 

should be encouraged to 
concentrate on the con-
struction of the distillery 
and appropriate facilities 
on that site for visitors when 
it is completed.’

Argyll and Bute Council 
concluded vehicle access 
and parking would not 
be adequate to cope with 
demand and ‘the proposal 
presents an unacceptable 
road safety risk’.

Islay whisky visitor centre planning permission refused

A COMMUNITY buy-out 
of Bachuil House on the 
Isle of Lismore has been 
dropped after a study 
deemed it too financially 
risky.

Bachuil House, the an-
cestral seat of the Baron of 
Bachuil on lands owned by 
his family since the sixth 
century, withdrew the AA 
four-star guesthouse from 
the market last year to give 
the community time to 
investigate turning it into 
an island hub.

Lismore Community Trust 
then received a mandate 
to commission a feasibility 
study to determine whether 
the purchase of Bachuil, 
Hawthorn House and an at-
tached parcel of land would 
be a positive investment for 
the island community.

If the study was positive, 
the board of directors would 
apply for acquisition fund-
ing from the Scottish land 
Fund and a ballot to gauge 
islanders’ support.

However, the board 
stated: ‘With some regret, 
the directors decided on 
a recommendation not to 
proceed to an application 

to the Scottish Land Fund. 
There will therefore be no 
ballot.’

The letter explained 
three main reasons for its 
decision. First, it said, ‘the 
community contribution 
to purchase costs and the 
level of capital investment 
identified in setting up the 
project, created too high a 
financial risk for the island.

‘The modest projected 
surplus, based upon a fully 
working and well-occupied 
business, proved to be too 
small to carry what could 
have been very large loans.’

Secondly, ‘the current 
capacity and skills of the 
board are insufficient to 
manage such a substantial 
project, however, leasing 
to an operator, or a joint 
venture option to mitigate 
such risks, would diminish 
any surplus.’

Finally, it added: ‘planning 
of medium to long-term 
elements of the proposals, 
could be subject to adverse 
planning constraints.

‘The board thus recom-
mends that the community 
not proceed further with 
this project.’

Former care home demolition approved
Bachuil House on Lismore.

Bachuil House 
buyout dropped

Lismore
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MORVERN lines

WITH summer round the 
corner, it won’t be long before 
walkers start appearing on the 
roads. 

By walkers, I mean those 
who shoulder their rucksacks 
and head off on long-distance 
routes refusing to thumb a lift 
or have their luggage carried 
ahead of them.

To those who are about to 
set out here are some old-time 
recommendations.

The first Commandment is – 
Thou shalt walk, if thou would 
keepest well.

Walking is the healthiest ex-
ercise in the world. It clarifies 
the mind, and exhilarates the 
spirit. Thought and feeling 
are largely determined by the 
physical condition of he who 
thinks and feels.

The second Commandment 
is – Thou shalt set out properly 
equipped.

Travel light. Let your shoes 
be stout old friends. Carry 
everything on your back in 
a rucksack, and in the hand 
nothing but a stout stick to 
swing rhythmically to your 
whistling or your songs, or to 
strike at a pebble or a dog, if 
you are attracted to the one or 
attacked by the other.

The third Commandment 
is – Thou shalt have no pro-
gramme.

Let each day determine 
itself. There is no irritation 
like that of being compelled to 
walk to an exact timetable. Set 
out every morning from your 
inn with any determination 
you please but turn aside 
anywhere, and at any moment, 
to see some great sight; sit 
down when you will, retrace 

your steps even if you wish to 
see the great sight again and 
you will have some hope of 
happiness. But hurry not for 
the mere sake of getting there.

Do not be deceived, no man 
can see the world properly 
who is either in a hurry or in 
pain.

The fourth Commandment 
is – With all thy walking thou 
shalt get knowledge.

Knowledge comes through 
the eyes, the ears and all 
senses. But many a man looks 
without seeing, hears with-
out listening, feels without 
being able to interpret. The 
writer of Ecclesiasticus says: 
‘The wisdom of a learned man 
cometh by opportunity of 
leisure, and he that hath little 
business shall become wise.’

The fifth Commandment 
is – Thou shalt choose thy 

companions of the road with 
the utmost discretion.

Refuse to walk with every-
body or anybody. Choose 
your companion of the road 
wisely. Travel alone rather 
than ill-mated. The longest 
road can be a perfect idyll to 
a solitary rambler – but every 
milestone reminds you of the 
next when your fellow-traveller 
is a bore.

The sixth Commandment 
is – Thou shalt not despise the 
passer-by.

The road is the most demo-
cratic institution in the world. 
It belongs to everybody. The 
greatest honour in humanity 
is to be a common wayfaring 
man. Despise no-one. Pass the 
time of day with all. Ask no 
names and seek no introduc-
tions. You will find them full 
of surprises, as doubtless so 

will they find you. One half of 
the world does not know how 
the other half lives. That is the 
tragedy. But that is the glory of 
the road – that it belongs to all, 
it introduces us to all sorts and 
conditions of men, and levels 
all ranks by the sheer necessity 
of circumstances.

The seventh Commandment 
is – Thou shalt not destroy an-
ything that is thy neighbour’s.

Wild flowers by the hedge-
rows; song birds in the woods; 
fish in the most tempting of 
pools, heather on the hillsides 
– these are all God’s gifts to 
the wayfaring man. Enjoy 
them all, but destroy none. 
Every time you do some dam-
age on the road you dishonour 
your comrades. Leave no litter. 
Cover up your tracks. But, 
above all, destroy not anything 
that is your neighbour’s.

The eighth Commandment is 
– Thou shalt often keep silence 
if thou wouldest hear what the 
voice of nature has to say.

Until you can pass through 
the world quietly, you will 
never learn anything. You will 
lose all the blessings of the 
road if you have not the gift of 
silence.

The ninth Commandment 
is – Thou shalt blaze thy trail 
with good deeds.

Someone is sure to ask if you 
have passed this way. If so, 
may the question bring a word 
of good commendation from 
every cottage door. Let every 
tramper behave so on the 
road for, ‘I shall pass through 
this world but once; any good, 
therefore, I can do or any 
kindness that I can show, to 
any human being, let me do 
it now, let me not defer it, or 
neglect it, for I shall not pass 
this way again.’

The tenth Commandment 
is – Secure good lodgings for 
the night and thy sleep shall be 
sweet.

The end of the road comes 
at last. With weariness, but 
without fatigue, the wandering 
man arrives at the wayside inn, 
hungry with health and ready 
to rest. Then the stillness of 
the summer night, the enjoy-
ment of the evening meal, 
clean sheets and a sound, 
dreamless sleep. These are the 
joys of the road which gold can 
never buy, but which are open 
to every wayfaring man who 
keeps the commandments.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

The ten Commandments for Walking

Summer will see those who shoulder rucksacks taking to the road.

Bodach Get in touch with your stories at 
bodach@obantimes.co.uk

Mystery of historically precious gold box that vanished
This week, The Oban Times’ resident Bodach (Gaelic: old man and, by experience, often a storyteller) highlihgts a selection of news over the years

The Heather Grave on Campbell 
Island – A Stuart Legend by Iain 
Gordon, published on April 15, 
1939

IN THE waters of the southern 
Pacific, about 150 miles south-
east of the Auckland Islands, 
lies a lonely isle, uninhabited 
save for a few sheep that roam 
wild. It is a desolate place, for-
saken and almost forgotten, but 
to those who venture there, near 
the Antarctic waters, it is known 
as Campbell Island. Few people 
know the story connected with 
it for few could guess that on 
this remote little island is a 
heather-covered grave which 
holds a hidden secret.

The story begins with Prince 
Charles Edward Stuart of the 
’45. While the Highland army lay 
before Stirling in 1746, his head-
quarters were at the house of Sir 
Hugh Paterson of Bannockburn. 
Lady Paterson’s niece, Clementi-
na Walkinshaw, was visiting her 
aunt and uncle at the time.

Charles contracted a chill 
while at Bannockburn House 
and Clementina is said to have 
nursed him back to health. An 
attachment sprang up between 
the two and they made a pact to 
meet again. After the disasters 
in Scotland, Prince Charles went 
to France and later to Flanders 
where the young lady sought him 
out, telling her family that she 
wished to visit a convent in Bel-
gium. Then began an association 
that lasted for five years in the 
town of Liege, where the couple 
were known as Count and Coun-
tess Johnson, and their daughter 
as Charlotte Johnson.

Hounded by enemies who 
were bent upon keeping her and 
her child from putting forth any 
claim to the throne, a separation 
was effected between Clementina 
and Charles, and mother and 
child went to Friburg in Switzer-
land where they lived for 20 years.

Frightened by threats of being 
deprived of her child, Clementina 
eventually signed, under duress, 
a document to the effect that she 
had not been married to Charles. 
The daughter, Charlotte, was legit-
imised by the French Parliament 
as the Duchess of Albany. ‘The 
Bonnie Lass of Albany’, as she 
was called in a poem written about 
her by Robert Burns, married the 
Swedish Baron Roehenstart, with 
whom she had two children, John 
and Marie Stuart Rohenstart. 

These children were secretly 
adopted by a family in Poland, 
friends of the House of Stuart.

Falling from her horse, 
Charlotte developed an abscess 
from which she ultimately died, 
although rumour had it she was 

poisoned. She is buried in Rome, 
as if unmarried.

Her mother died at Friburg, 
Switzerland, in 1802, leaving a 
tiny sum of money and a locked 
gold box, from which she would 
never part, despite her poverty 

and tribulation. In her will she 
requested that this gold box con-
taining a miniature of the Prince 
and her papers be transmitted 
through Mr Thomas Coutts, the 
banker, to her friends in Scotland 
to whom she had previously in-

timated she would convey, upon 
her death, documents which 
would ‘vindicate the innocence 
of her cruelly aspersed character’.

Among the papers was the cer-
tificate of her marriage to Prince 
Charles. But neither this evidence 
nor any of the other equally 
important papers by which it was 
accompanied reached Scotland 
at that time, but instead found 
their way to Clementina’s grand-
daughter in Warsaw.

The granddaughter, Marie Stu-
art Roehenstart, married James 
Sobieski, a cadet of the House 
of Sobieski. In order to prove the 
authenticity and legitimacy of the 
descent, John Stuart Roehenstart 
wrote to his sister in Warsaw 
asking her to send him the papers 
which were in her keeping. Not 
wishing to trust the valuable 
documents in the gold box to 
anyone, she brought them herself 
to Scotland.

She met a Captain Dughall Stu-
art, a Dundee whaler and sealer, 
who offered to take her in his ship 
to a port in the Baltic whence she 
would make her way to Warsaw 
to be with her daughter, Caro-
lina Sobieski. She accepted the 
attractive offer and boarded the 
vessel only to find herself upon 
the high seas, a prisoner aboard 
an enemy ship. The lady’s beauty 
and position availed her nothing; 
the gold box and its contents 
were taken from her and she was 
put ashore and left on Campbell 
Island in a hut built for her by the 
whaler’s crew.

Some of the men from this 
whaler later joined another which 
visited the island and found there 
a skeleton which they buried. The 
next time they left Dundee, they 
brought with them some heather 
which they kept moist below decks 
so successfully that they planted on 
top of the lonely grave they had dug 
and it still grows there.

This is the legend of the secret 
of the heather grave. Absolute 
proof of the gold box is in exist-
ence, but the box and its contents 
have disappeared. Considering 
the inestimable value of this box 
historically, it is remarkable that it 
has never been put up for sale. It 
is now so long since the crime was 
committed that punishment is out 
of the question. Were it still extant, 
it would bring a goodly sum, but as 
it has not been forthcoming it, with 
its contents, have evidently been 
destroyed, thus ending forever all 
fear of another Jacobite Rising.

The 1979 general election campaign began early for every man and his dog, The Oban Times reports 
on March 23, 1978, as Prime Minister Jim Callahan ‘shares a lucky mascot with Argyll prospective 

candidate Mr Malcolm Macgregor after arriving in Dunoon on Saturday to address the Labour 
Party’s Scottish annual conference’. In the end, Mr Macgregor came third behind the SNP’s Iain 

MacCormick, who lost his Argyllshire seat to the Conservatives’ John MacKay. 

A view of the ‘picturesque little village of Tobor-
onochy on the Island of Luing’, published in The 

Oban Times on April 4, 1959. Toboronochy, from the 
Gaelic Tobar Dhonnchaidh or ‘Duncan’s Well’, was 

once a slate quarrying community.

Strontian school’s young music makers received 
great applause and praise when they took the 

highest-ever marks at the fourth Lochaber Music 
Festival in Fort William, reports The Oban Times 

on March 23, 1978.
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Lisa & Mike 
have been 
to one of the 
Cairngorm’s 
renowned 
steak nights

What a 
great night 
Mike! I 
think I’m in 
love...
that 
beautiful 
German 
model. I 
couldn’t 
stop 
looking. 
Strong 
and sleek, 
smooth to 
the touch...

Hang on, 
what?

The German 
kitchens silly! I 
was talking to 
a couple who’d 
just installed one, 
and they couldn’t 
speak highly 
enough about the 
quality and finish. 
I think we should 
get one...

Looks like
we’re paying 
Cairngorm 
another visit
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Viewpoint Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Days gone by – the 1970s?
This splendid photograph emerge from our archives with very little information other than a caption which reads: 

‘Colonsay DJ John Campbell and supporters make a record appeal.’ Can anyone enlighten us further?

Following our � ashback picture published last week, reader Jan Roberts emailed to say: ‘Not sure how you came 
across this photo but I previously put it into the “you are not an obanite if you don’t remember” Facebook page.

I got the picture from my papa – Gilbert Mackechnie – who died in 2012. He is in the picture, back row, third boy from 
the left with the black jumper. It is indeed Rock� eld school and the year must have been around 1926. My papa was 
born in 1916 and I’m guessing he is around 10 in this picture. On the Obanite Facebook page it will still be in among 
the pictures somewhere. I’m sure there was plenty comment at the time from people recognising other faces. It was 

lovely to see it in the Oban Times.’

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Social media

With the Easter weekend seeing a significant rise in 
the number of people visiting to Oban, it has again 

brought the amount of traffic on the A85, and the safety of 
the road, into sharp focus.

For those who live locally and use the A85 regularly, 
many will be have been dreading the increase in motorists 
– those who back up traffic due to their slow progress, as 
well as those drivers who, impatient and frustrated, take 
chances with their own lives as well as their fellow road 
users in order to get where they want a few minutes faster. 

And that is why The Oban Times’ campaign to make the 

road safer – Stay Alive on the A85 – is so vital. We make 
no apology for wanting to improve road safety by seeking 
a reduction in the speed limit and double white lines along 
the entire length of road between Connel and Oban, or to 
create a layby at Pennyfuir cemetery to increase safety for 
the grieving.

As this week’s article on page five shows, any accident on 
the road not only has devastating consequences for those 
involved and their families, it impacts all of us, and our 
economy. So we would urge you to sign our petition slip 
on page five and help us make the A85 safer for everyone.

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Our online petition calling for new 
safety measures on the A85 between 
Oban and Connel has already seen 
very spirited support, with many of 
the signatories commenting on why 
improvements are necessary.
Isla Kerr posted: ‘That is THE most 
dangerous road I have ever driven. My 
mother, father and brother have all 
been in accidents (on separate occa-
sions) on that road. Something needs 
done.’
Trisha Heron lamented: ‘To many 
people have lost there life on this road. 
Lots of families left broken hearted 
with the way some motorists behave.’
Ethel Stewart o� ered: ‘Very danger-
ous road and too many people have 
died needlessly.’
Pauline Cli� ord wrote: ‘I drive this 

road twice a day minimum, usually 
with my two young boys who are 4 and 
2. I’m signing this petition as I fear for 
my family’s safety regularly when on 
this road. Too many tragic and heart-
breaking accidents, improvements to 
the safety of this road is vital.’
Sally Davies, from Cork, said: ‘You 
would see at least one of not two emer-
gency call outs a day in the summer to 
an accident on this road.’
John Wilson advised: ‘Poor road de-
sign, and the expansion of Dunbeg will 
make this – already dangerous – road 
even more lethal.’
Valerie Marshall posted: ‘Drivers 
overtaking dangerously and generally 
people driving too fast. Frustrations 
mount during tourist season when 
locals are held back by drivers going 

too slowly. Some challenging bends 
catch visitors out. There are also several 
openings to property along the route 
making access on and o�  the road 
dangerous.’
Anne Robertson recalled: ‘I have had 
a lot of scares on that road. Too many 
people don’t respect it, and visitors 
don’t know what to expect.’
Fionna Eden-Bushell said: ‘I know this 
road well - to catch ferry to Mull, and, 
as Blue Badge Tourist Guide, aboard 
coaches to Oban. Please paint double 
white lines from Connel to Oban! ’
Allan Mckie added: ‘I strongly agree 
with this initiative being proactive can 
save lives being reactive doesn’t.’
� www.change.org/p/humza-yousaf-stay-
alive-on-the-a85-oban-to-connel-and-be-
yond/w?source_location=petition_show

Facing the rigours of 
running – part two
AS PROMISED in an article of early 
February, the following is an update 
on the rigours of readying myself for 
the Tiree half-marathon that Andrew 
and I promised to complete on April 
29.

Since I stopped fishing in 2004, I 
have not given my body any prolonged 
periods of cardiovascular exercise 
and, since then, except for some 
short bursts of activity in Highland 
Games events, physical activity has 
been very limited.

So an uphill struggle was expected.
The human body, however, is an 

amazingly adaptable piece of kit and, 
while there have been a few set-backs, 
things are looking positive for the 
prospect of being able to finish with-
out resorting to jumping on Andrew 
for a piggy-back.

I got off to a good start with the 
training in January but then did 
hardly a thing from mid-February till 
the end of March. The usual range of 
common, self-inflicted excuses were 

apparent. The combination of CD 
recording, stag weekend distractions 
and a muscle in my upper thigh 
complaining, accumulatively gave just 
enough credence to the inner lazy 
voice telling me to take it easy and 
that ‘there’s plenty time’.

But the vigorous healthy and proac-
tive, pain-in-the-tòn fitness conscious 
voice sprung into action again a few 
weeks ago and I am back training.

A chance meeting with a great lady 
in the Fort William Morrisons has 
also been a great help in getting mo-
tivation going again. 

Kathleen MacPherson, nee Conna-
chie, was the first woman to run the 
Ben Race and a few weeks ago as I 
was trawling the shelves for fruit and 
veg, she struck up a conversation with 
me, initially about Gary Innes and 
Take the Floor. 

We moved on to her famous ascent 
of Ben Nevis and she regaled me in 
acute detail of how her pioneering 
race came about and of the events of 
the day itself.

Considering this was more than 60 
years ago, her retelling was incredi-
ble and her delivery was as passionate 

as if her feat of athleticism had taken 
place last week. 

Compared to running up Ben 
Nevis with nothing more than a few 
weeks’ training, toddling a few miles 
along the flat sands and roads of Tiree 
is an easy task.

The mind is a strange and wonderful 
thing and how it interacts with the 
body is very interesting. 

On the last few training runs I’ve 
been on, when I have been feeling 
I really need to stop for a rest, a brief 
thought of having to run up Ben 
Nevis instantly gives extra energy 
and being aware of the relative ease 
of running on a flat surface gives 
immediate extra stamina. Thank you, 
Mrs MacPherson.

The concept of using comparison in 
any difficult or stressful situation is a 
useful tool to getting through times of 
perceived adversity. 

So as I am gasping for breath 
and struggling to stay upright on the 
last few miles of this daft escapade, 
I will be thinking how lucky it is that 
I’m not half way up Ben Nevis in a 
skirt with the rest of the mountain to 
run before reaching the finish.

Many reasons for 
decline of birds
Sir,
I write regarding unaccountable omis-
sions in the article titled ‘Care needed 
around nests during breeding season’ 
(The Oban Times, April 13). 

We, the public, it seems, needed 
‘reminding’ about the vulnerability 
of birds’ nests in spring. According 
to Andy Turner, of Scottish Natural 
Heritage, and Ian Francis of the RSPB, 
tree felling, building work, hedge trim-
ming, blocking holes in houses and so 
on should be postponed until after the 
end of the nesting season (date?) be-
cause ‘many of our garden bird species 
are declining’.

It was also observed that ‘Dogs 
can be a risk if not under control’. 
How true. A dog roaming around 
uncontrolled, though an increasingly 
uncommon sight, can find the odd 
ground nester and maybe eat its eggs. 
It is odd, though, that dogs, who are not 
given much freedom to roam, are not 
renowned for bringing home dead birds 
and are not great tree climbers, come in 
for criticism and yet cats don’t even get 
a mention. 

It is especially odd when you go to 
the RSPB website and find that it is 
saying ‘The most recent figures from 
the Mammal Society estimates that the 
UK’s cats catch up to 275 million prey 
items a year, of which 55 million are 
birds.’ That’s right - 55 million birds a 
year and that is just domestic cats, so 
who knows what the substantial feral 
cat population is slaughtering. After all, 
they have to kill to survive – no tinned 
stuff for them if they miss the birdie.

It is surprising, too, that they don’t 
mention the widespread use of pesti-
cides, herbicides and nitrogen fertilisers 
on farms and gardens, creeping urbani-
sation, the drainage of marshes and the 
scarcity of hedges in the increasingly 
monocultural agri/forestry UK land-
scape all of which has led to a 45 per 
cent drop in all insect life over the past 
40 years. 

Declining insect numbers are the 
source of the drop in bird numbers and 
it isn’t just birds - it is many other animal 
groups as well. Perhaps Andy Turner 
and Ian Francis would be better off 
aiming their warnings at the Scottish 
and UK governments to form a better 
strategy as we undergo our uncoupling 
from EU diversity legislation rather 
than reminding us that birds nest in 
spring.

Peter Isaacson, 
Coll. 

We need to protect 
more trees in Oban
Sir,
Keep Oban Beautiful strongly supports 
the retention, care and planting of trees 
around the town.

It is, therefore, of great concern to see 
that trees are being felled on a regular 
basis and, while we accept that there are 
many reasons for taking down trees, I 
would respectfully suggest that very 
careful thought is given to any felling or 
pruning programme.

Felling or lopping trees to allow a 
better view from a window could well 
spoil the prospect for other residents 

and visitors who enjoy Oban’s green 
and wooded appearance, particularly 
if the trunks and branches are left lying 
where they fall, often at the roadside. 
It’s also important to check on whether 
the tree concerned belongs to you or is 
the subject of a tree preservation order.

I enjoyed the idea put forward in a 
letter from a Mr N Mclean of Inverness 
to ‘Captain MacDougall, Younger of 
Dunolly, by Oban’, dated November 27, 
1823, and quoted in an article by Alison 
Blackwood. Captain MacDougall was 
considering building a new house at 
Dunollie and was asking for sugges-
tions as to where it should be sited. Mr 
McLean wrote: ‘I  think it would be 
out of taste were it to be practicable 
to grasp all the finest views from the 
house.’ He meant, I assume, that there 
are other places from which to enjoy the 
view than from your armchair.

If a tree is causing a real problem - be 
it too large, too close to the house or in 
poor health - then rather than lopping 
the branches and leaving ugly stumps, 
it might be better to cut the tree to the 
ground and either allow it to re-grow, 
or to replace it with a smaller or less 
vigorous species.

Trees filter the wind, soak up water 
and provide a habitat for wildlife, as 
do areas of so-called ‘scrub’ which is 
often thought of as valueless. Trees and 
shrubs soften the outline of buildings 
and are restful to the eye. We need 
more tree cover, not less. Let’s be proud 
of our green town.

Maurice Wilkins,
Keep Oban Beautiful.

Many thanks for 
Marie Curie support
Sir,
I WOULD like to say a big thank 
you on behalf of all our Marie Curie 
nurses in the Highlands, Islands and 
Moray for making the 2017 Great 
Daffodil Appeal a great success, 
raising nearly £29,000.

 Our month-long appeal, launched on 
March 1, saw lots of volunteers collect-
ing in shops and stores, in return for a 
daffodil pin. All funds raised will help 
us provide care and support to people 
living with a terminal illness and their 
loved ones, in their own homes.

Leigh Ann Cassie,
Community fundraiser, 
North and West Highland.

Humanist funeral 
was truly appalling
Sir,
Over the past few days I met different 
people, Christians and non-Christians 
alike, who attended a so-called ‘hu-
manist funeral’ in Inverness.  

Without exception, they were all 
appalled by what they heard and 
witnessed. They also told me that the 
majority of those present were of the 
same mind as themselves. One man 
told me that it was the ‘worst funeral I 
ever attended – it was quite a pathetic 
performance’.

Why the outpouring of dismay and 
confusion? Apparently, no mention 
was made of God, Jesus Christ, sin 
or the afterlife. The Bible was not 
read and no reference was made to 
any word of divine truth. No prayer 

was heard, and neither was there any 
psalm of praise sung.  

There was not one word of biblical 
comfort, nor an expression of spiritual 
sympathy, for the mourners. The 
glorious gospel message of inner peace, 
salvation joy and eternal rest was not 
mentioned. Even ‘Amen’ was not heard. 

Yes, all this was a ‘pathetic perfor-
mance’ indeed. God calls it idolatry and 
religious sacrilege: ‘They changed the 
truth of God into a lie, and worshipped 
and served the creature more than the 
Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.’ 
(Romans 1:25)

I daresay the humanist celebrant 
would rather, if it were possible, say 
nothing even about ‘death’. Alas, it 
couldn’t be evaded: this cold ‘last 
enemy’ was staring everyone right in 
the face. It always will. As we are all 
sinners, so we must all (humanists 
included) die one day.

One cannot but have profound pity, 
and feel deep sorrow, for humanists.  
They have nothing to live for and 
nothing to die for. They tragically 
reject all and everything that relates 
to God. They delude themselves into 
thinking that everything ends at death.  

What madness, what folly, what blind-
ness, what delusion. They somehow 
think they can ignore what the call of 
truth commands them to do: ‘Prepare 
to meet thy God.’  

History records that Friedrich 
Nietzsche, a German philosopher, 
detested everything that Christianity 
represented. The world knows him, 
after the title of a book he wrote, called 
God is dead. Days after he died in 
Austria words on a wall, in graffiti, said: 
‘God is dead: Nietzsche!’ Someone else 
wrote under it: ‘Nietzsche is dead: God.’ 
Yes, it is man that dies, not God.

Donald J Morrison,
Old Edinburgh Road, Inverness.

Wonderful team 
at Oban hospital
Sir,
Three cheers for Lorn and Islands Hos-
pital in Oban. Recently I had a short 
stay in ward B where I was cared for and 
cured by Dr Fattah and his wonderful 
team of doctors and nurses. 

Everyone I came into contact with 
was cheerful and efficient. The meals 
were also very good. My sincere 
thanks to them all.

Dreva Mhor,
Ganavan, Oban.

Mull will be poisoned 
by use of insecticide
Sir,
It is sad that the plants at Pennyghael 
on the Isle of Mull, which were once 
the source of medicine and healing for 
kings and the people of Scotland (http://
www.scotclans.com/the-beaton-doc-
tors-of-mull/), could now be the source 
of illness and disease to the wildlife 
and the community of the island and its 
visitors. 

Tilhill Forestry is planting trees im-
pregnated with a neonicotinoid insec-
ticide to provide toilet rolls for China. 

What an indictment of our society.
Michael Shilson,
Creag Na Meala, Dervaig,
Isle of Mull.

SAOILIDH MI NACH EIL CEÒL 
spioradail ann a bheir bàrr air sailm 
gan seinn sa Ghàidhlig anns an t-se-
ann dòigh is an sluagh a’ leantainn fir 
a tha cur a-mach na loidhne.

Nuair a chluinnear leithid sin air 
làrach cogaidh mar raon aognaidh 
Chùil Lodair tha e sònraichte tiam-
haidh, agus sin mar a bha Disathairne 
seo chaidh nuair a chuartaich Co-
mann Gàidhlig Inbhir Nis an t-seir-
bhis cuimhneachaidh bhliadhnail 
air a’ bhlàr mhillteach sin. ‘S e cùis 
iongnaidh a th’ ann a bhith a’ faicinn 
agus a’ cluinntinn dhaoine a th’ air 
siubhal bho dhùthchannan feadh an 
t-saoghail gus a bhith an làthair aig 
Cùil Lodair airson co-latha a’ bhlàir a 
chomharrachadh.

Chan e sin a-mhàin ach thig iad air 
an èideadh ann an trusgain annasach 
a bhuineadh dhan àm, agus cuid fiù 
‘s le armachd nan cois cuideachd. 
Bhiodh e furasta ‘s dòcha fàgail orra 
nach eil annta ach buamastairean 
faoine a tha gan cluich fhèin ann an 
sgeulachd Bhliadhna Theàrlaich, ach 
na mo bheachd fhìn ‘s e tha seo ach 
foillseachadh air iomall den lìonra 
a dh’fhàs à eachdraidh cruadal nan 

Gàidheal agus a tha fhathast làidir 
anns na dùthchannan cèine sin. ‘S 
dòcha gum bu chòir dhuinn a bhith 
moiteil gum bheil daoine feadh an 
t-saoghail aig am bheil mothachadh 
cho làidir air an cuid freumhan teagh-
laich agus eachdraidh.

Na ciad òraid mar Cheannard a’ 
Chomainn thug an craoladair ainmeil 
Jo NicDhòmhnaill iomradh air gur 
i 2017 Bliadhna Eachdraidh, Dual-
chais, agus Arc-eòlais ann an Alba 
agus bhruidhinn i air cho iomchaidh 
‘s a bha e cuimhneachadh air na 
chaidh ìobairt aig a’ bhlàr agus an 
geur-leanmhainn a lean air feadh na 
Gàidhealtachd. Chuir i cuideachd an 
cuimhne luchd-èisteachd an sgrios a 
rinn na thachair air cor agus dualchas 
nan Gàidheal, agus chomharraich 
i gu sònraichte an cruaidh-chàs a 
thàinig air uimhir de bhoireannaich, 
agus an cuid cloinne, nuair a chaidh 
cèilean a chall. Dhealbhaich Jo seo 
gu h-inntinneach le taghadh de 
bhàrdachd a chaidh a sgrìobhadh le 
bana-bhàird an dèidh Blàr Chùil Lo-
dair agus bhuail e orm fhìn gun robh 
na smuaintean seo cuideachd air leth 
iomchaidh aig àm far am bheil prìomh 

dhùthchannan cumhachdach an 
t-saoghail air gluasad gu ìre bagradh 
cogaidh mar nach fhacas bho chionn 
còrr math air leth-cheud bliadhna nu-
air a bha Ameireagaidh agus an Ruis 
a’ maoidheadh air a chèile a thaobh 
Chiùba.

Nach tric a chanadh mo sheanair 
Ailean Alasdair, a chaidh tron chiad 
chogadh anns a’ Chabhlaich Rìoghail, 
gun dèanadh amadan sam bith cogadh 
ach gur e duine glic a dhèanadh sìth. 
Bidh sinn an dòchas gun toir Nì Math 
gliocas dhan fheadhainn aig am bheil 
an cumhachd!

IN HER chieftain’s speech at the 
Inverness Gaelic Society’s Battle of 
Culloden memorial service last Satur-
day, the respected Gaelic broadcaster 
Jo Macdonald spoke of the impact of 
war on women and children, and on 
culture. 

This seemed a poignant warning 
when world superpowers reach the 
highest levels of potential conflict 
since the 1962 Cuban crisis.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.



Thursday 20 April, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk 9NEWS
OT

www.facebook.com/obantimes

LOOKING fOr frEE
IMparTIaL adVICE 
TO help you save 
energy and money, 
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We don’t 
want to leave 
but we have 
decided the 
� ght is futile 
”

CONTROVERSIAL plans 
to close the A82 at Glencoe 
from 7pm-7am for resurfacing 
work next month have been 
changed.

Bear Scotland had planned 
to close a section of the A82 
near Tulla Cottage in May 
to carry out £260,000 of 
resurfacing improvements, 
but following  numerous 
representations from the 
community, and intervention 
from the A82 Partnership, 
closures times were amended 
to 9pm to 7am.

The work will take place 
from Sunday May 7 to May 
22, excluding Fridays and 
Saturdays.

Traffic will be diverted via 
the A828 Ballachulish and 
A85 at Connel.

BEAR said following initial 
consultation in March, it has 
taken on board the feedback 
and the working hours had 
now been reduced.

A spokesperson for BEAR 
Scotland said: ‘Unfortunately 
a height restriction is in place 
on the diversion route for 
vehicles over 13’ 9” (4.2m) at 
the A828 Connel Bridge, and 
motorists exceeding this are 
encouraged to find an alter-
native route during working 
hours.

‘Alternatively, vehicles in 
excess of the height restric-
tion can travel along the A82 
to Tulla Cottage where they, 
along with motorists requir-
ing local access only, will be 
stacked and escorted through 
the work site when it is safe 
to do so. The road will be 
open to all traffic as normal 
outwith working hours.’

Bottled water firm Highland Spring filmed its 
latest advertisement in Glenfinnan last week, 
writes Katie Carabine.

The Perthshire-based company chose to shoot 
scenes with the Jacobite Steam train travelling 
across the world-famous Glenfinnan Viaduct 
for the advert last Wednesday, April 12.

Florence MacLean, a guard on the Jacobite 
train, said: ‘The film crew were in Glenfinnan 
all day on Wednesday. They were getting out-
side shots of the train on the viaduct and there 
may have been an actor up on the hill running 
down to catch the train. They were delighted 
with the shots they got.’

A spokesperson from Highland Spring said: 
‘The advert will be featured on TV later this 

year. Provenance is key to Highland Spring and 
this will be a key message for us.’

Glenfinnan is a popular site for filming and 
the viaduct is perhaps best known as being 
featured in the Harry Potter film franchise.

Glenfinnan has also featured in other films 
including Highlander, TV shows such as Tag-
gart, Monarch of the Glen and Rockface, and TV 
adverts for Audi, Peugeot and Scottish Field 
magazine, to name a few.

Ms MacLean said: ‘Throughout the year we 
have people filming in Glenfinnan. It’s definite-
ly good for business.’

A spokesperson for Glenfinnan Station Mu-
seum added: ‘The viaduct brings a lot of people 
in. There’s an influx of visitors in the summer.’ 

The Jacobite steam train was � lmed coming over the Glen� nnan Viaduct for a Highland Spring 
TV advert. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

A FAMILY who put their life 
savings and ambitions into 
running Laggan’s only store are 
being sent back to Canada next 
month.

Jason and Christy Zielsdorf 
arrived in Scotland in 2008. 
More recently and with their 
five children, the Zielsdorfs 
have owned and run the Laggan 
Stores, bothy and holiday let.

Over the past year, however, 
the family has been embroiled in 
a ‘bureaucratic nightmare’ with 
the Home Office regarding their 
desire to stay in the country, as 
reported by The Oban Times in 
June 2016.

On April 14 this year, the 
Zielsdorfs were forced to 
announce to their customers 
that the shop will no longer be 
open for business as their efforts 
to obtain an extension to their 
entrepreneurial visa allowing 
them to stay in Scotland had 
been unsuccessful.

Mr Zielsdorf told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘This was our plan, our 
livelihood and our future.  We 
didn’t have a plan b, c, d, e or 
f but this is not a decision that 
effects just us. We serve the 
elderly and young people who 
have just moved to this remote 
area. What does it say to them?

‘It is so frustrating because our 
customers are great. This is not 
a story about the demise of a 
rural shop. Last week was one of 
our best and busiest and yet the 
whole time we are thinking, we 
are having to give this up.’

Mr Zielsdorf claimed that 
throughout the application 
process, the Home Office had 
not been interested in their 

Road work 
closure 
times 
changed

circumstances but its decision to 
revoke his wife’s driving licence 
was a crucial factor in the fami-
ly’s fight coming to an end.

He said:  ‘The Home Office 
have us on that plane on May 
4.  We don’t want to leave but 
we have decided the fight is 
futile. Before Christmas we 
heard of a family from the US 
living in Nairn who had what we 
are applying for but were then 
denied permission to stay full 
time. These people had done 
everything that was asked of 
them but it still was not enough. 
Then in January, they [Home 
Office] took away my wife’s 
licence. I thought they had a 
modicum of sense or goodwill 
but, no, we were left having to 
pay other companies over the 
odds to have our goods delivered 
to a rural area with no public 
transport for eight miles.’

The Zieldorfs had been hoping 
to sell the shop before leaving. 
Although there are some inter-
ested buyers, a deal still hasn’t 
gone through. ‘We didn’t even 
know where to pick when they 
asked where should our things 

be sent,’ said mr Zieldorf. ‘We 
chose Toronto because it is cen-
tral. We are a strong family but 
the impact on the children won’t 
really be felt until we leave. 
When we get to Canada we are 
going to have to take some time 
to rebuild ourselves. We have 
lost our happy ever after and our 
financial means. All our assets 
are here but with the shop not 
operating it is costing me a third 
more to insure the building.  
Time wise, nothing is working 
out in our favour.’

While feeling let down by the 
system, Jason thanked MP Drew 
Hendry’s efforts as staunch de-
fender and advocate.  The family 
was also ‘touched’ by an online 
petition campaigning for their 
visa approval which received 
more than 3,000 signatures.

Councillor for Caol and Mal-
laig Ben Thompson described 
the situation as shameful, 
meanwhile Kate Forbes, MSP 
for Lochaber, said: ‘When 
an immigration policy starts 
deporting our local families, it 
cannot be right. I’m disgusted 
by the number of people in 
the Highlands who have found 
themselves at the mercy of the 
UK Government’s irrational 
policy on immigration.

‘The Zielsdorfs have lived 
with uncertainty for over a year. 
I’ve met them and visited their 
shop and cafe. They invested 
thousands of pounds to turn 
the small business into an asset 
for Laggan. The reward meted 
out by the UK Government for 
moving to Scotland, bringing 
children into a Highland village 
and investing in a small business 
is deportation. We need an 
immigration policy that doesn’t 
damage the Highlands.’

‘Shameful’ system sees Laggan 
family ordered back to Canada

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Jason Zielsdorf

Glen� nnan in TV advert spotlight
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I am not a�  liated to any 
political groups. I have served 
the ward for the past � ve years 
on the ruling administration 
group. I am currently the 
policy lead for transportation 
(strategic,  local, ferries, piers, 
harbours and airports).

In this time I have served 
on a number of committees: 
Oban Lorn and the Isles area 
committee and community 
planning group, the policy and resources committee, the 
environment, development and infrastructure commit-
tee, Argyll and Bute Harbour Board, planning, protective 
services and licensing committee.

I have also been the council representative on the 
following groups: A83 Task Force, National Network for 
Gaelic Research consultative committee, Argyll Ferry 
Users’ Group and HITRANS. Prior to 2007, I was the 
councillor for Mull and Iona and I was chairman of the 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles area committee.

I will press to continue to improve the lifeline ferry 
services to the islands as these also provide a lot of work 
in the Oban area. I will also try to ensure elderly folk 
always get fair treatment, and support the community in 
tackling substance abuse that claims so many lives.

I will support the young getting a better education and 
jobs to let them remain in their home areas.

I hope you vote number one against my name.

Alister MacDougall
Independent, ward four

Having previously worked as 
a school technician in Oban, 
last June I was privileged to 
be elected an Independent 
councillor for Oban North and 
Lorn. I pledged then to listen 
to local people, support more 
a� ordable housing, encourage 
investment and protect 
frontline services – pledges 
which I believe I have ful� lled 
and repeat again now.

Since being elected, I have represented our area 
full-time as a councillor, regularly attending community 
councils and holding surgeries so that people can easily 
raise issues and concerns with me. I have developed 
a particular interest in health and social care – having 
served as the council policy lead and the chairman of the 
Integration Joint Board for these services.

As an Independent councillor, I have enjoyed working 
with communities across Oban and Lorn, and with poli-
ticians from a variety of backgrounds to help the council 
deliver the best possible services in these challenging 
� nancial times.

I recognise that there is still much to do – with the 
council needing to adapt to meet the growing demands 
placed upon it. With your support, I look forward to 
continuing to be able to represent you, so please give me 
your number one vote on Thursday May 4.

Kieron Green
Independent, ward � ve

I have the best job in the world, 
with thousands of bosses – you, 
the public.

I have helped to campaign for 
better rights for children and 
families. It is imperative that we 
encourage our young people to 
stay in this area. To do this, we 
have to make sure that there is 
employment , housing, health 
services and a good standard of 
education on all of our islands as 
well as on the mainland.

We live in the most beautiful place in the world on the 
West Coast of Scotland. Unless we have people on the 
council sticking up for those things that matter most, then 
there is no doubt we will erode away our way of life.

Oban, South and the Isles is hugely diverse area and, over 
the past decade, I have had the privilege to work hard and to 
get things done.

Over the time I’ve been a councillor, I have been on various 
committees including planning, chairing of the Corporate 
Parenting Board. As an advocate for the youth voice, I was 
invited to take up the position of spokesperson for children 
and families. This is a job I cherish.

The next four years will see further strains on the public 
purse. If we are very careful, we can make it work and get the 
best for everybody. I care about our communities and will 
continue to support them with passion and commitment.

Mary-Jean Devon
Independent, ward four

As a student-aged councillor, 
my goal would be to make 
Oban and the Isles a 
forward-looking area, where 
young people want to stay, and 
people come from around the 
world to visit, study and work.

To do this, I would aim to:
Protect the economy: this 

means working with local 
schools and colleges to make 
sure that suitable training is 
available to equip the workforce of the future. 

This also means supporting local businesses both in 
Oban and on the isles to ensure that they can continue to 
grow.

Preserve the environment: the beautiful natural 
environment is a major bene� t to local people, and is 
also the cornerstone of the important tourism sector. 
From keeping the streets clean, to protecting local 
beauty spots, I will make maintaining a healthy natural 
environment a key priority.

Joined up thinking: Oban is growing and, with the RET, 
the islands are busier than ever. For this development to 
be sustainable, investment in housing, roads and public 
services must be considered in a holistic way.

Most importantly, I will listen to you, the public. A strong 
link between the community and councillors is vital, and I 
will work hard to make myself accessible to all.

Jake Ainscough
Scottish Labour, ward four

Caring for people not politics 
is my � rst priority, focusing 
on local issues, local concerns 
and local people.

Having experienced the 
lifesaving skills of our hospital, 
I have serious concerns with 
words such as changes, reviews 
and joint integration, hence 
I am heading a group that 
will challenge the erosion of 
services. 

As the originator of Oban Live, I am delighted we have 
a major event to boost the local economy. Its near 10,000 
attendees and in excess of £1 million for the region has 
been tremendous. 

Presently, and for some years, I have been a voluntary 
board member of Argyll Community Housing Association 
(ACHA) working to deliver quality a� ordable housing.

Oban, Lorn and the Isles does not get its share of the 
Argyll and Bute pot, so we need our local representatives 
to have a collective and united front at council HQ, and, if 
elected, I will work closely with all colleagues.

Having had the privilege of representing Oban North 
and Lorn before, I know being a councillor is not just for 
Christmas. I believe that with my proven history of getting 
things done, combined with what I do currently, shows 
beyond question that my passion and commitment for 
our part of the world is second to none.

Neil MacKay
Independent, ward � ve

I live in Salen on Mull and 
am standing as a Scottish 
Liberal Democrat candidate in 
this election. 

I am married with three 
grown-up children and two 
grandchildren. 

I have been a member of Mull 
Community Council for two 
years where I campaign on local 
issues.

It is important in this election 
to vote Scottish Lib Dem, to send a message to the SNP 
government at Holyrood, telling it to stop cutting the grant 
to Argyll and Bute Council year on year, and to return the 
right to decide the level of council tax to the council. 

The SNP has cut the grant to the council by more than 20 
million in recent years and cuts are due to continue unless 
the SNP is stopped.

To make best use of the funding the council re-
ceives, there should be detailed discussions between Argyll 
and Bute and the community councils of Oban, Mull, Iona, 
Coll and Tiree to decide how best the money allocated is 
spent in their areas.

You can see my detailed policies for Oban South 
and the Isles on my Facebook page: 
fb.me/davidpollard2017. Questions and comments are 
welcome. 

Please give me your support on May 4.

David Pollard
Lib Dem, ward four

I have lived in the Oban area all 
my life, and I am married with 
children and grandchildren. I 
have run my own small business 
in Oban and surrounding area for 
20 years.

I believe involvement and 
participation in local politics 
is essential to improve our 
communities from the ground 
up and I have been active in 
participating in local politics for a 
very long time.

I was involved in Soroba Community Association during 
the years I raised my family there, helped fundraise for 
Soroba Community Centre and was chairman of the Board 
of Enterprise. I am currently chairman of Dunbeg Communi-
ty Council.

Through my work, which brings me into contact with 
a huge range of people from all walks of life, I know on a 
day-to-day basis what concerns the people who live and 
work in this community. 

I will work in partnership with social housing providers to 
continue to develop social housing, encourage communities 
to be involved in the area they live in and to make sure they 
are kept informed about ongoing projects in their area at 
every level.

Why do I want to be your councillor?  I want to help change 
the dynamic of the way Argyll and Bute administration 
makes decisions.

Sean MacIntyre
SNP, ward four

Standing as an Independent 
candidate, I � rmly believe that 
there is no room for national 
politics at local level.

With 10 years’ experience 
representing our area, most 
recently as chairman of the 
area committee, I have shown 
that I am able to work with all 
political parties to � nd local 
solutions to local problems.

Stronger community involve-
ment in council decisions is a priority for me, ensuring 
that views from all parts of the ward are heard.

I will lobby both Scottish and UK governments for a rural 
growth deal. This is especially important for our fragile 
island communities.

I will continue to work with everyone, irrespective of 
their politics, for the bene� t of our area.

I will push for closer working between councillors and 
frontline sta� , as often they have the solutions to points 
you may raise and help me respond quicker.

I will continue to hold my surgeries every month, as I 
have done since 2007.

I will propose that the new area committee will continue 
with open surgeries, allowing everyone to come along 
and engage with all eight elected members face to face.

No other area in Argyll and Bute has done this. It should 
always be people before politics.

Roddy McCuish
Independent, ward four

I live in Oban and in the 
ward with my wife and family 
and have been actively involved 
in youth work in the Oban 
area. Part of that has 
been coaching several youth 
football teams from primary 
school age to under-19 level 
since 2000.

I have also worked as a youth 
worker in Oban’s local youth 
café.

Currently, I am the chairman of Oban’s successful 
community radio station, Oban FM, and present three 
programmes every week.

Working closely with young people over the years, I 
have been hugely impressed by the wide range of skills 
they display and I believe we have a vast untapped 
resource on our doorstep – our people.

We now have a fantastic opportunity to develop a 
strong vibrant community by utilising this potential and 
the experience we have in abundance across Oban South 
and the Isles.

To do this we must reconnect positively with all our 
communities in an open and honest way to provide 
workable local solutions to local issues.

We must also work proactively with local groups to 
inform future plans and represent their views and the 
views of our communities.

Jim Lynch
SNP, ward four

I am a former MSP with a 
proven track record for helping 
constituents in the Highlands 
and Islands for 17 years.

Oban is my local town and I 
am well acquainted with island 
life on Mull, Coll and Tiree. 

I will � ght for:
� Better education and more 

opportunities for young people.
� Safer roads for Oban (A85) 

and the islands, up-to-date 
ferries, an improving rail and air service, and more 
frequent rubbish collections.

� Promoting local products and helping to create new 
businesses by planning for the future.

� Maintaining our great local hospital and improving 
health and social care management.

� Promoting cultural events and festivals.
I will oppose:
� The Scottish Government’s policies of centralisation. 

Powers devolved to Scotland should be devolved to towns 
and villages and not hoarded by Holyrood.

� A tourist tax which would harm our vital local industry.
� Nicola Sturgeon’s obsession with another independ-

ence referendum and I will lobby her and her ministers 
to govern for Scottish people rather than constitutional 
goals.

I will give 110 per cent e� ort.

Jamie McGrigor
Scottish Conservatives, ward four

I stand as an Independent 
candidate so my loyalty is to the 
electors and not a political party.

From 1995 until 2015, I served 
as a district councillor in 
Lincolnshire, representing both 
town and rural wards. My roles 
included two years as chairman 
of the council and six years as a 
member of the cabinet. In 2011, I 
was elected mayor for the town 
of Louth.

Living in Kilchrenan, I am well positioned to serve both 
Oban and rural areas of the ward. As a retired accountant, 
the council’s � nances are of particular interest to me.

I would aim to achieve best value for money by providing 
quality services in the most e�  cient way. Having an 
interest in planning, I believe communities should have 
the opportunity to shape development to suit their own 
needs.

I support good quality a� ordable housing and would 
promote safety improvements to the A85 between Oban 
and Connel.

I would prioritise economic development to provide 
career opportunities for young people. Rural areas are 
often forgotten (many rural roads are badly potholed) and 
should receive their fair share of resources.

If elected, I will attend community council meetings in 
the ward and provide feedback.

Brian Burnett
Independent, ward � ve

I am able to bring a broad range 
of experience and skills to the 
council, both from my working 
background as a local solicitor 
and other voluntary roles which 
I have locally. 

These include having been 
company secretary and director 
for Oban Phoenix Cinema and 
currently secretary of Oban 
Community Council.

I believe that key priorities for 
the area include:

� Improving the maintenance and safety of local roads, 
in particular the A85.

� Improving local provision of mobile phone and 
broadband coverage.

� Making sure healthcare provision stays local.
� Making sure long-term projects for the growth of the 

area, such as the Lorn Arc development plan, are realised 
to their full potential.

� Supporting local businesses in creating jobs.
I pledge to be a hard-working and accessible councillor, 

and I will work with fellow local councillors in the Oban, 
Lorn, and the Isles area, as well as the other councillors in 
Argyll and Bute to secure the best local services that we 
can for local residents.

Andrew Vennard
Scottish Conservatives, ward � ve

Meet the candidates hoping for your
AS WE approach May the Fourth (be 
with you), a celebration of all things 
Star Wars, our local elected and 
prospective officials have muscled in 
and are holding the council elections 
on the same day.

This election will see the single 
transferable vote (STV, not the TV 
channel) system being used again as 
it has been in Scotland for all local 
council elections since 2007.

Now the $64,000 question: how does 
it work? I thought I knew roughly but, 
in truth, I was clueless. It is quite a 
complicated system all told but it is 
thought to be fairer than the traditional 
first past the post (FPTP) methods and 
ensures that no vote is wasted.

This seems great in theory, but 
surely if you use a system that people 
struggle to understand then there is a 

problem and a lack of comprehension 
of the methodology is counter-pro-
ductive to what you are trying to 
achieve in the first place.

So I am going to try to add some 
clarity to the proceedings.

The first rule of STV is the cross is 
out the window - we’re using num-
bers. Let’s imagine that a ward will 
have four members and on polling 
day eight candidates are standing. 
You would begin with a number one 
for your preferred candidate, two for 
your second choice and so on.

Okay stop! You are not required 
to rank all the candidates. In fact, if 
you choose just only one, that is fine. 
However, if you rank all of them you 
potentially ‘assist’ a candidate that 
you wouldn’t vote for in a month of 
Sundays.

Right, so now everyone has voted, 
the polls are closed and we are ready 
to start the count.

In this case, let’s say that 1,000 
votes have been cast. Ah, but before 
the counting starts the returning 
officer has some homework to do. 
They have to work the ‘quota’. This is 
the number of votes required to win 
the seat. In FPTP, this was easy as it 
was who got the most votes. Duh!

In STV, the quota (sometimes 
referred to as the droop quota) is 
worked out as follows.

Valid votes cast/ (number of seats 
available+1)+1 = quota. So for our 
example 1,000/ (4+1)+1 = 201. This 
means that any candidate who 
achieves 201 votes or more is duly 
elected.

So the next job is to count the ballot 

Derek Connery explains the complicated      single transferable vote system that 
sees the electorate rank those standing      by numerical preference on the ballot
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Communities are best placed to 
make the decisions that a� ect 
them. As a community council-
lor, I know the good work the 
community council does.

Through the Community 
Empowerment Act, more 
powers can be devolved to 
communities. If elected, I want 
to facilitate that empowerment.

I will work diligently to 
ensure there is e� ective 
communication so that our area takes full advantage of 
the Community Empowerment Act.

I believe ‘knowledge is power’, and inadequate, 
insu�  cient and di�  cult to access information causes 
frustrations. I want to see a user-friendly system that 
allows residents easy access to information about the 
working of the council and its services.   Unnecessary red 
tape hinders progress in all things.

My background is in fashion design and journalism. I 
approach challenges in a creative and pragmatic way. 
We live in an area of great opportunity, I will work with 
businesses and support initiatives that will encourage 
economic growth and provide jobs to stem the overall 
population decline.

As a presenter on Oban FM and a community councillor, 
I am inspired by the great work of our voluntary sector.

I will represent my constituents openly, honestly and 
with respect. It would be an honour to represent you.

Breege Smyth
SNP, ward � ve

When I was elected last year, 
I promised to listen and be a 
strong voice for our community. 
My priority has been to deliver 
those promises.

This ward has been home to 
my family for generations. I’m 
passionate about this area and 
the people who live here. My 
upbringing on the Isle of Seil 
gave me the strong belief in 
community empowerment that 
I hold at the heart of all that I do.

I live in Oban with my two young sons. Young people 
are the future of Argyll and Bute, but for too long they 
have been forced to leave to access education, work and 
a� ordable housing. This must change.

Ordinary people like you and I can make a di� erence. My 
short record as your councillor hopefully speaks for itself:

� Championing community empowerment.
� Fighting to save voluntary sector Argyll Training.
� Speaking up on behalf of our travelling community.
� Calling out planning mistakes, a � awed system and 

sleeping councillors.
� Chairing the Oban Skate Park Initiative.
I need time to deliver more. If you re-elect me, I 

will build on what I’ve started, working with my SNP 
colleagues to bring decision-making back into the hands 
of the community.

Julie McKenzie
SNP, ward � ve

I am asking for your vote at the 
local council election on May 4.

I am a member of Oban 
Community Council and have a 
keen interest in local politics.

I am employed in the Whisky 
Shop in Oban and I previously 
worked for the Royal Mail for 30 
years.

My deliveries were in local 
and rural areas, which has given 
me a general knowledge of 
the wide expanse of the Oban North and Lorn ward I am 
wishing to represent.

I was born and brought up in Oban and went to 
Rock� eld School and Oban High School. 

I am married and have two grown-up children and a 
lovely grandson. 

I was a member of St Columba’s school board and 
secretary of its parent association.

Local government is the most important of all political 
structures. 

By this I mean you are in direct contact with the people, 
and their views and opinions.

At this moment in time the people are not being 
listened to. 

To change this, I need your vote to carry your voice 
forward to Kilmory.

I realise it will not be an easy job but, with your help, I 
will do my utmost to � nd a way forward.

Grant Nicholson
Independent, ward � ve

It has been my privilege and 
pleasure to represent Oban 
North and Lorn for the past 14 
years.

Over the past � ve years, I 
have been vice-chairperson of 
the Oban Lorn and Isles Area 
Committee. 

During that time I have been 
able to in� uence decision-mak-
ing and progress projects, 
both within the town and, very 
importantly, within the outlying rural communities.

I am not ‘political’. My background is 30 years as an 
occupational therapist, working for the council and 
covering this area.

I see my role as a councillor as similar in many respects. 
It is all about helping individuals and community 

groups to achieve their aims, by working with them, 
along with my council colleagues and with outside 
bodies.

I am acutely conscious of the ever-increasing � nancial 
restraints on the council, which will make the coming 
term even more di�  cult than in the past.

I can only hope that, if the people of ward � ve are good 
enough to trust me once more, I will be able to use my 
experience and (hopefully) common sense, to support 
the needs and aspirations of the town and country 
communities that I wish to serve.

Elaine Robertson
Independent, ward � ve

I am very humbled by the 
number of people who have 
asked and encouraged me to 
stand for council again.

We are at a time in Oban 
and Lorn where engagement, 
good experience and good 
decision-making is going to be 
essential, and I believe I have 
those qualities.

Social and home care is in 
crisis with our excellent carers 
at breaking point we must question if privatisation is the 
answer and good value.

More new and a� ordable housing is vital for our local 
economy, both for bringing down our rising housing 
waiting list and creating local jobs, and I will play my part 
in making this happen.

The recent report on our education department does 
not make enjoyable reading and demonstrates the lack of 
accountability and diligence at the very top. 

This must be addressed and we must monitor more 
stringently how the largest budget in the council is being 
spent.

I will continue to support inward investment into the 
area but we have to get the balance right to protect our 
long-standing local businesses which have been the 
lifeblood of our communities for years.

If you vote for me I will listen, engage, communicate 
and, most importantly, I will act.

Allan McKie
Independent, ward � ve

Argyll and Bute Council needs 
to change. The Argyll and Bute 
Green Party wants to see this 
region maximise its potential. 
Our council should be truly 
representative of our communi-
ties. When it is, better decisions 
for the public good are made.

I will work to achieve change 
in Argyll and Bute Council by:

� Campaigning for commu-
nities to have a right to recall 
planning decisions.

� Introduce live webcasting of council meetings, and 
publish committee voting records.

� Enhance public participation in developing council 
budgets and policy.

� Oppose top-down centralisation of schools, and 
guarantee positions for parents and students on educa-
tion committees.

For Argyll and Bute to become a more equal, healthy 
and prosperous society, if elected I will work to:

� Campaign to implement a carers living wage of £9.20 
per hour and tackle zero-hours contracts.

� Support and enable locally-led social-care partner-
ships and social enterprises.

� Make free childcare hours more � exible.
� Increase number of a� ordable, social housing and 

bring waiting list numbers down.
� Exempt apprentices from paying council tax.

William Mohieddeen
Scottish Green Party, ward � ve

vote in next month’s council election
papers and see how many first choice 
votes each candidate got, for example

Candidate 1 = 100
Candidate 2 = 50
Candidate 3 = 150
Candidate 4 = 250
Candidate 5 = 30
Candidate 6 = 199
Candidate7 = 201
Candidate 8 = 20
This means that candidates four 

and seven are duly elected. So as the 
quota is 201, none of number seven’s 
votes are re-allocated. However, 49 
of number four’s votes have to be 
redistributed. 

This is done by now looking at 
second preference on all the papers 
that had number four as first choice 
and excluding number seven as they 
are already elected.

Candidate 1 = 20
Candidate 2 = 30
Candidate 3 = 150
Candidate 5 = 20
Candidate 6 = 25
Candidate 8 = 25
Now the next step: clearly number 

four is only transferring 49 votes and 
not the whole 250. Therefore it is 
necessary to work out how many actual 
votes based on the ratio of 49 to 250 
approximately 0.2. This translates to 
the following ‘transfer’ of votes.

Candidate 1= 20 * 0.2 = 4 so this 
means four votes pass to candidate 
one giving them a new total of 104, 
following this through for the others 
means the new count is as follows

Candidate 1 = 104
Candidate 2 = 65
Candidate 3 = 180

Candidate 5 = 34
Candidate 6 = 204
Candidate 8 = 25
So now candidate six is elected, and 

at this stage candidate eight is exclud-
ed as they have the least number of 
votes and the redistribution of their 
votes begins.

This process continues until the 
right number of candidates is elected 
or the returning officer loses the will 
to live, whichever comes first. The 
Electoral Commission has a much 
easier explanation and it is, as said at 
the beginning, not necessary to rank 
every candidate. Only rank those who 
you would be happy to see your vote 
transferred to.

Derek Connery is 
chief executive of BID4Oban.

Derek Connery explains the complicated      single transferable vote system that 
sees the electorate rank those standing      by numerical preference on the ballot

Keep up-to-date with local 
council elections via the 
newspaper and online at 
www.obantimes.co.uk
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VOTE NOW

Congratulations to the 
babies and toddlers who 
made our top 52, as voted by 
the public. The winner will 
receive a whopping £500 of 
Tesco vouchers. 
Readers now have the difficult 
job of voting for the top 30 bon-
niest babies and toddlers. You 
can vote by simply completing 
the coupon provided on this 
page and sending it to The 
Oban Times, Bonnie Babies 
VOTE, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 
4HB. Votes must be received 
by Friday, April 28, 2017. You 
can vote for as many babies 
as many times as you like. 
Just make sure you quote the 
number stated on the child’s 
photograph when voting.  
Photocopied coupons will not 
be accepted. One coupon 
counts as one vote. We’ll also 
accept multiple vote coupons 
in one envelope. Good luck to 
all babies and toddlers! 

I would like to vote for:

Baby number*: ................................................................

Baby’s name:  .................................................................
Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies VOTE, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.
*Baby number must be supplied. This can be found at the top left of 
each baby photograph. 
Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted 
and will not count as one vote. 
You may send in multiple voting coupons in one envelope.

*Baby number must be supplied. This can be found at the top left of 

VOTING COUPON

competition 2017

Terms & conditions: The winner must be willing to take part in publicity. Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted. 
The deadline to receive votes is Friday, April 28, 2017. Please note that voting only applies to readers of the PRINTED 
VERSION of The Oban Times and Lochaber Times. You cannot vote online or through the digital edition for this competition. 
One coupon counts as one vote. The prize is as stated. No cash alternative. Full terms and conditions at www.obantimes.
co.uk/bonniebabies. Customer services: 01631 568000. Votes counted from each round are carried over.

Freddie Dunn
23 months Oban

062

Harlow Davie Rae
15 months Oban

065

Kaylyn Poppy Confi eld
3 months Corpach

067

Jack Grant
2 years Spean Bridge

068

Oliver Macgillivray
20 months Fort William

072

Skylar Dibsdale
2 years Fort William

085

Lacey Masson
2 years Oban

087

Aaryn-John Barr
6 months Fort William

069

Seoras Mcnab
5 months Oban

023

Riley Buchanan
16 months Oban

030

Lily Macfadyen
12 months  Islay

031

Hailey MacFarlane
8 months Oban

036

Nieve Campbell
2 years Oban

050

Rian MacDonald
12 months Taynuilt

058

Noah Russell
9 months Oban

002

Alexander Sweeney
22 months Connel

007

Fergus Blair
7 months Oban

013

Hallie Gunn
2 years Dunbeg

014

Harley Mcmahon
14 months Lochgilphead

017

Bertie Toal
17 months Spean Bridge

018

Honey Ann Neish
2 years Oban

076

Jacob Cringles
4 months Oban

081



Lucas Donald Rowsell
22 months Fort William

190

Callum Black
10 months Oban

191
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for your top 30!

Carla Louise Craik
9 months Oban

103

 Finn Andrew Harkins
19 months  Fort William

104

Cievah Baker
15 months Islay

105

 Amelia Macmillan
5 months Oban

088

Isla Grace Cameron
13 months  Inverlochy

090

Olivia Fisher
13 months Tobermory

091

Eachann Brown
 2 years Oban

093

Alan Shaw
11 months Oban

094

 Lyra Simone Black
7 months Oban

151

Carley MacAllister
2 years Oban

154

Ronnie Ewen MacDonald
16 months Dunbeg

158

Calum Alexander Brown
 2 years  Tobermory

163

Ava Grace Campbell
7 months Barcaldine

166

Ruaridh Cameron
5 months Ardrishaig

170

 Liam James McTaggart
13 months  Fort William

174

Jessica Grieve-McCaffrey
2 years Caol

179

Kayla MacLean
4 months Oban

182

Naomi Allan
12 months Fionnphort

184

Jack Henderson
2 years Oban

185

Cole Collins
13 months Portree

111

Ellis Kelly Grant
5 months  Inverlochy

116

 Calleigh Kennedy
22 months Fort William

119

Ellie-Louise Gemmell
15 months Connel

120

Brooke Robson
3 years Fort William

123

Isla-niamh Leiper
21 months  Eredine

124

Hope Cairns
12 months Glencoe

125

William Robertson
8 months  Oban

148

Donny Kerr
2 years  Oban

149

for your top 30!



01631 570 893     07712 654 651
john@jmacoban.co.uk

Best of luck to all competitors at the 34th 
Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festival

Oban Electrical 
Services Limited
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Proud to support 
HIMDF

Tel: 01631 566800
www.atlantisleisure.co.uk

PROUD TO SUPPORT 
HIGHLANDS & ISLANDS 

MUSIC & DANCE FESTIVAL

Radio 2 Young Folk Award and H&I M&D Festival piping winners Brighde Chaimbeul and Chris Lee.
Senior Piping 27A Piobaireachd Grade B 1st Euan 

Dewar from Oban (Pipe Major of Oban Pipe Band).

This year the programme 
for the fringe events is the 
largest to date with what 
the organisers hope has 
something to entertain 
everyone. The festival – 
from next Thursday April 
27, until Monday May 
1 – will kick off with live 
piping at McCaig’s Tower 
on the Thursday evening 
at 7pm. Rosemary McColl 
is hoping the weather will 
be favourable and expects 
this performance to be a 
popular with locals and 
tourists alike.

Festival mania will take 
over the town on Saturday 
with outdoor performances 
taking place in Station 
Square and Stafford Street 
between noon and 4pm.   

Paddy Shaw and his 
Swing Band will start 
the party going in the 
community marquee in 
Stafford Street at noon. 

The Adele Askew Dancers 
will also take to the stage 
and perform some well-re-
hearsed steps. Organisers 
Laura Macdonald and 
Martin Charlton are 
looking forward to wel-
coming hordes of people 
to enjoy the variety of 
entertainment on offer.

Station Square will pro-
vide an excellent space for 
the Oban FM stage.  Well 
known presenter Campbell 
Cameron will introduce a 
fine array of performers 
from traditional to folk. 
Some surprise guests who 
are on tour in the area are 
expected to perform in the 
afternoon en route to their 
next gig.  Crowd participa-
tion will be requested for a 
unique Strip the Willow and 
Dashing White Sergeant. 
Instructors will be on 
hand to choreograph this 
spectacle. 

Many pubs, hotels and 
restaurants are hosting 
live music events over the 
weekend. A special guest 
to the festival is Sarah 
Fanet, singer/songwriter 
from Kinlochleven. Sarah 
will perform at the Choc-
olate shop from 2pm. A 
full programme of events 
is available at BID4OBAN, 
Visit Scotland and outlets.

A first for the festival is 
the ceilidh on Saturday 
night, April 29, 8pm at 
Skipinnish Ceilidh House.  
Argyll-based band Cei-
lidh’s Homet will perform a 
great selection of music to 
dance to from traditional 
to country.  The organis-
ers are hoping that this 
dance will appeal to locals 
who want to support the 
festival but cannot make it 
into town during the day. 
Tourists and visitors will 
be encouraged to come 

along to this fundraiser 
for the festival. Tickets 
are £7, and will be on 
sale at all venues over the 
weekend or email:info@
obanfestival.org. 

The success of this 
festival relies on so many 
people and, with more 
than 3,000 visitors arriving 
for the four-day competi-
tion events, it is important 
that the entertainment 
caters for all. The festival 
committee is working 
hard to encourage the 
local community to get 
involved. 

‘We urge everyone to 
come into Oban and join 
in the fun. This is the first 
festival of the season, and 
we want to let the world 
know that Oban is ready 
to welcome them with 
song, dance, music and 
laughter,’ said Breege 
Smyth, chairperson.

Preparations 
for the 34th 
Highlands and 
Islands Music 

and Dance Festival are 
well under way. The 
competition element of 
the festival runs like a 
well-oiled machine with 
almost 100 volunteers 
involved in the organ-
ising, stewarding, and 
chaperoning of the 
contestants, adjudicators 
and visitors. The logis-
tical exercise is not for 
the faint-hearted. Breege 
Smyth, who chairs the 
festival, is full of praise 
for the committee.

Left:
Junior Piping 22 Novice 
March U14s 1st Laura 
Robertson from Fort 
William 3rd Erin Byars 
from Dunbeg 2nd 
Robert Allen from 
Glasgow

Middle:
Junior Piping 21A 
Chanter U12s 1st 
Thomas Wilson 2nd= 
Tamzyn Cassidy 2nd= 
Ruaraidh Drennan

Right:
Junior Drumming 
Rachel Thom from 
Livingston 1st in both 
402 Hornpipe & Jig and 
403 Part March 4 Part 
Strathspey 4 part Reel



Junior Drumming 404 Tenor MSR 1st Eilidh Wynd from Dunblane 
2nd= Megan Evans from Oban.
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Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festival present...

Fèis at the Fling
SUNDAY APRIL 30, 2017

Oban High School, 10am – 4pm
Classes o� ered to all ages at all levels in:

Fidheal / Fiddle           Bocsa-ciuil / Accordion   Seinn / Singing           Giotar / Guitar
Fideag / Whistle            Feadan / Chanter           Piob / Piping            Clarsach / Harp

Apply online at: www.feislatharna.org

Junior Piping prize-winners.

Junior Drumming 401 March 1st Matthew MacDonald from Oban 
2nd Grant Strain from Airdrie 3rd Zoe Cook from Oban.

Junior Drumming 400 Stick & Pad U14s 1st Oliver 
Twynham from Campbeltown 2nd Phoebe Meldrum 

from Tayport.

The 34th Highlands 
and Islands Music 
and Dance Festival

CÙRSAICHEAN CEUMA

01471 888304
iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk

Faigh barrachd fiosrachaidh air na cùrsaichean fo-cheum dha 
fileantaich is luchd-ionnsachaidh na Gàidhlig a cheanglas an 
cànan le caochladh chuspairean a leithid ceòl traidiseanta, na 
meadhanan agus teagasg.

Find out more about the range of undergraduate courses 
available for fluent speakers and learners of Gaelic which 
combine the language with a choice of subjects including 
traditional music, media studies and teacher education.

WWW.SMO.UHI.AC.UK

CORRAN HALLS
FRIDAY 9:45AM-3PM: 

SCHOOLS DAY – ACTION SONG

FRIDAY  7pm Choreography                                                                                                                                     
MONDAY 9am Choreography 

Challange

ARGYLLSHIRE GATHERING
SATURDAY 7PM:  

FAMILY CEILIDH DANCE

ST JOHN’S CATHEDRAL 
FRIDAY 7PM: ACCORDION & 

FIDDLE MASTERS

SATURDAY 9:30AM: 
PIANO & CLARSACH

ROYAL HOTEL
FRIDAY 8:30PM: HECTOR 

MACFADYEN TRIO MUSIC NIGHT

SATURDAY 8:30PM: HECTOR 
MACFADYEN TRIO MUSIC NIGHT                              

OBAN INN
FRIDAY 8PM: DAVID DUNCAN & 
FRIENDS LIVE MUSIC SESSION

ATLANTIS CENTRE
SATURDAY 9 AM: 

HIGHLAND DANCING

SATURDAY 2PM: 
SCOTTISH AREA FINALS                                                                        

SUNDAY 9AM: HIGHLAND 
DANCING

MCCAIG’S TOWER
THURSDAY 7PM  LIVE 

PIPING AT THE TOWER WITH 
HIGHLAND DANCERS – WEATHER 

DEPENDENT

ROCKFIELD CENTRE
SATURDAY 12-4PM JOIN IN A 
‘SLOW FIDDLE’ SESSION. ALL 

LEVELS OF SKILL CATERED FOR.

DUNOLLIE CASTLE & MUSEUM
SUNDAY 1-4PM:  PIPING & 

STORYTELLING AT THE CASTLE                                                                                                  

STATION SQUARE
SATURDAY 12-4PM:  JOIN THE 
CEILIDH WITH OBAN FM AND 
CAMPBELL CAMERON. LEARN 
HOW TO  STRIP THE WILLOW 
AND FOLLOW THE  DASHING 

WHITE SERGEANT 

STAFFORD STREET
FESTIVAL MARQUEE: 12-4PM 

ALL-DAY ENTERTAINMENT WITH 
PADDY SHAW AND HIS SWING 

BAND, ADELE AGNEW DANCERS

OLIVE GARDEN
SATURDAY 8PM: DAVID DUNCAN 
& FRIENDS LIVE MUSIC SESSION

MARKIE DANS
FRIDAY NIGHT:  LIVE MUSIC

SATURDAY NIGHT:  LIVE MUSIC

OBAN HIGH SCHOOL
SATURDAY 9AM  PIPING 

COMPETITIONS

SUNDAY: 10-4PM: 
FEIS AT THE FLING   

OBAN CHOCOLATE SHOP
SATURDAY 2-4PM SARAH YANN 
FANNET: SINGER/SONGWRITER 
PERFORMS TRACKS FROM HER 

LATEST ALBUM

SKIPINNISH CEILIDH HOUSE
SATURDAY 8PM:  

FESTIVAL CEILIDH DANCE.  MUSIC 
BY CEILIDHS HOMET. TICKETS £7 

TOWN CENTRE
SATURDAY 3PM: 

PARADE OF PIPERS. JOIN IN 
AND FOLLOW THE PARADE 

THROUGH THE TOWN

NEW HOPE
SATURDAY 12-2PM: 

LIVE MUSIC SESSION

CHURCH CENTRE
SATURDAY 9:30AM- 3PM: 

SINGING

REGENT HOTEL
SATURDAY 9:15AM-3PM FIDDLE

ST COLUMBA’S CHURCH HALL
SATURDAY 9:30AM: ACCORDION

CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH HALL

SATURDAY 10AM: 
WOODWIND & BRASS

Programme 
of events
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A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain
Listings for Thursday 20 April – 
Thursday 27 April 2017

DIARDAOIN 20 GIBLEAN
THURSDAY 20 APRIL
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – Chil-
dren’s programming
19.00     Na Drobhairean – Scottish 
History (rpt)
19.25     Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh – History 
shorts (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30     ÙR | NEW: Cearcall – Look back 
through 80’s programme, Cearcall – Ep5 
21.00     Dìth Anail – Living with Cystic 
Fibrosis (rpt) 
22.00     Rapal TBH (rpt)
22.30     Cuirp sa Pholl-mhònach – Bog 
Mummies (rpt)
23.20     Fraochy Bay (rpt)

23.25  Breabach Beò (rpt)
23.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)

DIHAOINE 21 GIBLEAN
FRIDAY 21 APRIL
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – Chil-
dren’s Programming
18.35     Machair (rpt)
19.00     An Là – News
19.25  Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30  Gach Creutair Beò – Vets in 
Scotland – S4, Ep9 (rpt)
20.00     So Here I Am: 100 Years of 
Crofting (rpt)
20.55 Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)
21.00 Jolomo – Dealbhadair nan Dao-
ine (rpt)
22.00 Seirm – Music from Celtic Con-
nections (rpt)
23.00     Seòid a’ Chidsin – The Kitchen 
Coves – S1 Ep5 (rpt)
23.30  Rapal TBH (rpt)
                
DISATHAIRNE 22 GIBLEAN
SATURDAY 22 APRIL
16.00    Prògraman Chloinne – Chil-

dren’s Programming
19.00 Machair (rpt)
19.25    Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Na Caibidealan Dearga (rpt)
19.55 Ceòl aig a’ Chaisteal (rpt)
20.20 Binneas – Na Trads (rpt) 
20.30 Sàr-sgeòil – Sunset Song (rpt)
21.00    Seirm – music from Celtic Con-
nections (rpt)
22.00 Rockettes – Scotland’s pro-
dance team (rpt)
23.00 Balaich Iasgach Alasga (rpt)
23.45 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber 
(rpt)
24.00 Gun Sgot? – Pub quiz (rpt)
  
DIDÒMHNAICH 23 GIBLEAN
SUNDAY 23 APRIL
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Chil-
dren’s Programming
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review
19.30     Alleluia! – Spiritual music and 
verse (rpt)
20.00     Chì mi ’n Tìr – From Harris with 
Love (rpt)
20.30     Cearcall – Look back through 
80’s programme, Cearcall – Ep5 (rpt)

21.00     Ceòl Country – 100 years on 
from the Battle of Arras (rpt)
22.00     Barbara Dickson (rpt) 
23.00 Cuirp sa pholl-mhònach – Bog 
Mummies (rpt)
23.50  Fraochy Bay (rpt) 

DILUAIN 24 GIBLEAN
MONDAY 24 APRIL
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – Chil-
dren’s programming 
19.00     Aibisidh (rpt)
19.30     Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.15  Sgeul Slàinte – Nurse’s postwar 
stories
20.30     ÙR | NEW: Gach Creutair Beò – 
Vets in Scotland – S4, Ep10
21.00     ÙR | NEW: Trusadh – Sloin-
neadh/Far-ainmean – Patronymics & 
Nicknames
22.00     Taghadh Bho Na Trads (rpt)
22.30     A’ Ghàidhealtachd – Scotland’s 
wild heart – The Highlands (rpt)
23.30     Seòid a’ Chidsin – The Kitchen 
Coves – S1 Ep5 (rpt)

 DIMÀIRT 25 GIBLEAN
TUESDAY 25 APRIL
17.00    Prògraman Chloinne – Chil-
dren’s programming 
19.00    Na Drobhairean – Scottish 
History (rpt) 
19.25    Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55    Earrann Eachdraidh – History 
Shorts (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30     Sàr-sgeòil – Kidnapped (rpt)
21.00     Farpaisean chon-chaorach 
(rpt)
22.00     Trusadh – Sloinneadh/Far-ain-
mean – Patronymics & Nicknames (rpt)
23.00     Na Caibidealan Dearga (rpt)
23.25     Alleluia! – Spiritual music and 
verse (rpt)

DICIADAIN 26 GIBLEAN
WEDNESDAY 26 APRIL
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – Chil-
dren’s programming
19.00     Aibisidh (rpt)
19.30     Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30     Chì Mi ’n Tìr – From Harris with 
Love (rpt)
21.00     A’ Ghàidhealtachd – Scotland’s 
wild heart – The Highlands (rpt)
22.00     ÙR | NEW: Seòid a’ Chidsin – 
The Kitchen Coves – S1 Ep6 
22.30     Taghadh bho Na Trads (rpt)
23.00     Dìth Anail – Beò le Cystic Fibro-
sis – Living with Cystic Fibrosis (rpt)
 

DIARDAOIN 27 GIBLEAN
THURSDAY 27 APRIL
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – Chil-
dren’s programming
19.00     Na Drobhairean – Scottish 
History (rpt)
19.25     Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh – history 
shorts (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30     ÙR | NEW: Cearcall – Look back 
through 80’s programme, Cearcall – Ep6 
21.00     Mnathan-glùine – Spàirn gu 
Slàinte - Midwives (rpt) 
22.00     Rapal TBH (rpt)
22.30     ÙR | NEW: Custer’s Last Stand, 
Ep1
23.30  Ceòl aig a’ Chaisteal (rpt)
23.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayerbbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer

A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain

With the abundance of local talent right here on our doorstep, Oban Live and The Oban Times, the event’s media partner, have teamed up to give one local 
band or artist the chance to perform at Oban Live 2017. The winner will join an impressive list of artists from trad-stars Skerryvore and Skipinnish to ‘80s legends 
Hue And Cry. Visit obanlive.com for more details about the line-up. Performing to thousands at Argyll’s biggest live music event, taking place at Mossfi eld 
Stadium, Oban, on Saturday June 3, the winning act will get their very own half-hour slot to showcase their talents. 

I would like to vote for ..............................................................................................
(please state one band from the shortlist you would like to vote for)

Your name:.................................................................................................................

Email address: ...........................................................................................................
You may send in multiple voting coupons in one envelope. 
Tick here if you would not like to be added to Wyvex Media’s mailing list
Tick here to be added to Oban Live’s mailing list
Voting terms and conditions: Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted. In the event of a tie the judging 
panel will decide on a winner. The deadline to receive votes is 11am, Monday April 24. One coupon counts as one 
vote. One vote per email address when voting online. Customer services: 01631 568000.

There are two ways you can vote:

Online:
Visit 
www.obantimes.co.uk/obanunsigned 
to vote online. Only one vote allowed per email address.

Post:
Complete this voting coupon and post or hand in to: The 
Oban Times, Oban Unsigned Vote, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 
4HB. You can vote by coupon as many times as you like. 
All votes must be received by 11am, Monday April 24, 
2017. 

A celebration of Gaelic 
and Scots song
This Saturday April 22, at 7.45pm, 
a star-studded line-up will perform 
together in the CCA, Sauchiehall 
Street, in an evening entitled Dà 
Chànan / Twa Leids, a celebration of 
Gaelic and Scots song.

This concert is another fine example 
of the exciting events staged by Ceòl 
’s Craic, an association set up in 2004 
which has become a social hub for con-
temporary Gaelic culture in Glasgow.

Anne Lorne Gillies, a champion of 
the Gaelic language and a leading au-
thority on both Gaelic and Scots song, 
will open the evening with a perfor-
mance of some of her own, personal 
Gaelic and Scots favourites.

Fiona Hunter and Maeve Mackin-
non, two of Scotland’s most celebrat-
ed traditional singers, will then take 
to the stage together. Fiona has been 
performing as part of Malinky for a 
decade, while Maeve has toured in-
ternationally with many different acts 
including her own band.

They have joined forces for a special 
collaboration featuring new arrange-
ments of traditional songs in Scots 
and Gaelic, and will be accompanied 
by fiddler/guitarist Mike Vass.

The third and final act of the 
evening will feature a revisiting of Ur-
stan, a 2012 Gaelic/Scots album com-
missioned by Ceòl ’s Craic. The album 
featured Alasdair Roberts and Mairi 
Morrison, and this duo will be joined 
by Neil McDermott (fiddle/guitar) 
and percussionist Alex Neilson, as 

they return to the material from the 
album, as well as premiering some 
new and unreleased songs.

Tickets are £12 for what looks set to 
be a very interesting night indeed.

Morino Day
There are a number of events in the 
social calendar that are best kept 
closed to the press.

Morino Day in the Park Bar, at 
which I was in attendance on Sunday 
afternoon, is without doubt one of 
these events.

The general mantra of the attendees 
remains: ‘What happens at Morino 
Day stays at Morino Day.’

I can, however, reveal that it was a fine 
display of all the best Scottish dance 
band talent playing vintage Hohner 
Morino accordions, eating lots of steak 

Glasgow Letter ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

pies (put on by the Park), and enjoying 
one or two light beverages.

I will leave the rest to your imagina-
tion.

What’s on
Saturday April 21: Clydebank High-
landers’ charity ceilidh in the Napier 
Hall, Old Kilpatrick, at 7.30pm in aid 
of Erskine Hospital.
Friday April 28: The Glasgow Uist 
and Barra Association ceilidh dance 
in the Crawford Hall, Beith Street.
Friday April 28: An evening with Stir-
ling Gaelic Choir in the Victoria Hall, 
Dunblane 7.30pm-10pm.
Saturday April 29: The Glasgow Skye 
Association annual spring concert 
(Wee Skye), in the Crawford Hall, 
Beith Street.
Thursday May 11: Comunn-an-Tao-

bh-an-Iar annual general meeting in 
the Ellangowan Social Club, Miln-
gavie.
Thursday May 18: Donald Black al-
bum launch in the College of Piping, 
Otago Street.
Friday May 26: The Uist and Barra 
Association annual general meeting 
in Lourdes Secondary School.
Wednesday June 7: The Glasgow Skye 
Association annual general meeting 
in Partick Burgh Hall.
Friday June 9: The Glasgow Skye As-
sociation end of session social in the 
Redhurst Hotel, Giffnock.

Pub scene
Park Bar.
Friday April 21:
Saturday April 22:

Sunday April 23:
Islay Inn
Friday April 21: The Keelies.
Saturday April 22: Deep River.
Sunday April 23: The Deke McGee 
Band.

Anne Lorne Gillies.

2 & 3 June, 2017
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community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Friday 21 – Thursday 27 April 
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST | PG | 150 MIN
Fri: 18:45, Sat: 17:45, Sun: 16:15, Mon: 18:45, Tue: 18:45, 
Thu: 18:45
Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast” is a live-action re-telling of 
the studio’s animated classic which refashions the classic 
characters from the tale as old as time for a contemporary 
audience, staying true to the original music while updat-
ing the score with several new songs. “Beauty and the 
Beast” is the fantastic journey of Belle, a bright, beautiful 
and independent young woman who is taken prisoner by 
a beast in his castle. 

GET OUT | 15 | 124 MIN
Fri: 21:30, Sat: 20:30, Sun: 19:00, Mon: 21:30, Tue: 21:30, 
Wed: 21:15, Thu: 21:30
In Universal Pictures’ Get Out, a speculative thriller from 
Blumhouse (producers of The Visit, Insidious series and 
The Gift) and the mind of Jordan Peele, when a young 
African-American man visits his white girlfriend’s family 
estate, he becomes ensnared in a more sinister real reason 
for the invitation. 

GHOST IN THE SHELL | 12A | 127 MIN
Sat: 15:00, Sun: 19:30, Tue: 21:15, Wed: 18:45, Thu: 21:15
3D version: Fri: 20:45, Sat: 20:00, Mon: 20:45, 
Parent & Baby Screening: Tue: 11.30
Based on the internationally-acclaimed sci-�  property, 
“GHOST IN THE SHELL” follows the Major, a special ops, 
one-of-a-kind human-cyborg hybrid, who leads the elite 
task force Section 9. Devoted to stopping the most dan-
gerous criminals and extremists, Section 9 is faced with an 
enemy whose singular goal is to wipe out Hanka Robotic’s 
advancements in cyber technology.

KIDS CLUB: DESPICABLE ME 2 | U | 98 MIN
Sat: 11.30
Children’s Classic. Entry £2. Gru is recruited by the An-
ti-Villain League to help deal with a powerful new super 
criminal.

PEPPA PIG: MY FIRST CINEMA EXPERIENCE | U | 
93 MIN
Sat: 13.15
Peppa Pig and friends return to the Big Screen this April in 
‘PEPPA PIG MY FIRST CINEMA EXPERIENCE’ Join Peppa for 
1 hour of fun in an exciting cinema experience for Peppa 
fans. Featuring 9 Brand New Episodes including a visit to 
London, an Australian Holiday and a trip to the Zoo. 

POWER RANGERS | 12A | 144 MIN
Fri: 16:00, Sat: 15:00, Sun: 11:30, Mon: 16:00, Tue: 16:00, 
Wed: 16:00, Thu: 16:00
SABAN’S POWER RANGERS follows � ve ordinary teens 
who must become something extraordinary when they 
learn that their small town of Angel Grove — and the 
world — is on the verge of being obliterated by an alien 
threat. 

RSC LIVE: JULIUS CAESAR | 12A | 120 MIN
Wed: 19:00
The race to claim the empire spirals out of control. Angus 
Jackson directs Shakespeare’s epic political tragedy. 
All-conquering Caesar returns from war. But mutiny is 
rumbling through the corridors of power. The Rome 
season in the Royal Shakespeare Theatre opens with the 
politics of spin and betrayal turning to violence. 

SILVER SCREEN - LIFE | 15 | 124 MIN
Sun: 14:30
Silver Screening - ‘Last Chance to See’ - Concessions (age 60+) 
entry just £3! LIFE tells the story of the six-member crew of 
the International Space Station that is on the cutting edge of 
one of the most important discoveries in human history: the 
� rst evidence of extraterrestrial life on Mars. 

THE BOSS BABY | U | 120 MIN
Fri: 16:00, 18:15 Sat: 12:30 17:30, Sun: 12:00, 17:00, Mon: 
16:15, Tue: 16:30, 19:00, Wed: 16:30, Thu: 16:30, 19:00
DreamWorks Animation and the director of Madagascar 
invite you to meet a most unusual baby. He wears a suit, 
speaks with the voice and wit of Alec Baldwin, and stars 
in the animated comedy, DreamWorks’ The Boss Baby. The 
Boss Baby is a hilariously universal story about how a new 
baby’s arrival impacts a family, told from the point of view 
of a delightfully unreliable narrator, a wildly imaginative 7 
year old named Tim. 
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Across

1 Save to use again in another form (7)

5 Treated with compounds of calcium (5)

8 Firmly (13)

9 Elder kin (3)

10 Heal by scarring (9)

12 Sweeties (6)

13 Bother (6)

15 Not fire resistant (9)

16 Troublemaker (3)

18 Iron core with electric current around it 
attracts (13)

20 Type of bar (5)

21 Mischief at large (7)

Down

1 Varnish ingredient (5)

2 Producers of furniture (13)

3 Violent upheaval (9)

4 A castrated man (6)

5 Wreath (3)

6 Company with businesses abroad (13)

7 Degree of humour (7)

11 What a company is known by (5,4)

12 Treasury (7)

14 Stretched square (6)

17 Used in rock climbing (5)

19 A fish of the Pacific ocean (3)
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Monday Morning with Stephen, 11:00 Ian 
Simmonds on Monday, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime, 
18:00 Drivetime, 19:00 Rosie’s Highland Fling with 
Rosie Macoll, 20:00 John McLuckie’s Show, 21:00 David 
Cullen Show, 23:00 station close, midnight Clyde 2 
TUESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
10:00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday Morning, 13:00 Macky 
on FM, 15:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
19:00 Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers, 20:00 
Elaine Lamb, 22:00 Northern Soul with Gordon Cove, 
midnight Clyde 2.
WEDNESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10:00 Comfort Zone 
with Doug Carmichael, 11:00 Comfort Zone, 12:00 
Comfort Zone, 13:00 Clyde 2 15:00 Elaine Lamb, 17:00 
Drivetime, 17:30 Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 
19:00 Country Meets Rock & Roll with Len & Ken, 21:00 
Gordon’s Grooves, midnight Clyde 2. 
THURSDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Molly’s 
Mix with Molly Black, 13:00 Elaine’s Time Capsule, 
15:00 Gordon Covey, 17:00 Drivetime with Stephen 
McPhee, 19:00 Christine’s Collection, 21:00 Ann’s 
Ceilidh, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
FRIDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Teeny and 
Tiny, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 
18:45 Sports View, 19:00 Country meets Country with 
Jackie Craig, 20:00 Lewis Binham. 
SATURDAY: 08:00 Breakfast show with Archie Darling, 
10:00 Saturday Morning Live with Linda Cosher, 13:00 
Clyde 2 18:00 Sports View with the Dream Team, 
19:00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20:00 Dave 
Lewis, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
SUNDAY: 09:00 Sunday morning with Breege, 11:00 
Sunday Morning with Archie, 12:00 Sunday Brunch, 
13:00 Clyde 2 16:30 Archie Darling, 18:00 Ken’s Friends 
with Ken Hunter, 19:00 New Country Show with David 
Entwhistle, 21:00 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott, 
23:00 Station close, midnight Clyde 2.

Your local radio listings
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5 Treated with compounds of calcium (5)

8 Firmly (13)

9 Elder kin (3)

10 Heal by scarring (9)

12 Sweeties (6)

13 Bother (6)

15 Not fire resistant (9)

16 Troublemaker (3)

18 Iron core with electric current around it 
attracts (13)

20 Type of bar (5)

21 Mischief at large (7)
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1 Varnish ingredient (5)

2 Producers of furniture (13)

3 Violent upheaval (9)

4 A castrated man (6)

5 Wreath (3)

6 Company with businesses abroad (13)

7 Degree of humour (7)

11 What a company is known by (5,4)

12 Treasury (7)

14 Stretched square (6)

17 Used in rock climbing (5)

19 A fish of the Pacific ocean (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10 11

12 13

14

15 16 17

18 19

20 21

Across

1 Save to use again in another form (7)

5 Treated with compounds of calcium (5)

8 Firmly (13)

9 Elder kin (3)

10 Heal by scarring (9)

12 Sweeties (6)

13 Bother (6)

15 Not fire resistant (9)

16 Troublemaker (3)

18 Iron core with electric current around it 
attracts (13)

20 Type of bar (5)

21 Mischief at large (7)

Down

1 Varnish ingredient (5)

2 Producers of furniture (13)

3 Violent upheaval (9)

4 A castrated man (6)

5 Wreath (3)

6 Company with businesses abroad (13)

7 Degree of humour (7)

11 What a company is known by (5,4)

12 Treasury (7)

14 Stretched square (6)

17 Used in rock climbing (5)
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OBAN FIDDLERS RALLY 
CONCERT

Saturday 22 April 2017
Corran Halls, Oban. 7.30pm
Fiddlers and accordions with 

Donald Black, 
Rachel & Emma Deans and 

Maurice Duncan.
Tickets from Corran Halls only

£8 adults, concessions £7, 
family ticket £20

Tel. 01631 567333

Singer-songwriter and guitarist Elliott Mor-
ris, fresh from touring his Argyll ancestral 
homeland, has launched his debut album 
Lost & Found.

Elliott’s first album, recorded at Caribou 
Studios near Penicuik and produced by 
Mattie Foulds, is described as ‘a melting pot 
of folk, rock, blues and country’.

The billing continues: ‘Blending progres-
sive, contemporary ingredients with still 
vibrant British folk and roots traditions, this 
is folk music for the 21st century.

‘Elliott’s original compositions marry 
intricate guitar lines with heartfelt, honest 
vocals and clever wordplay, combining 
elements of folk, roots, jazz and country, all 
the time embracing the traditional and the 
contemporary.’

Half-English, half-Scottish and raised in 
Wales and Lincolnshire, Elliott plays across 

the British Isles, from Orkney to Plymouth, 
Boston to Llangrannog, Belfast to Clonak-
ilty. Elliott, whose Scottish side hails from 
Mull and Oban, has honed his craft on the 
road, regularly clocking up 120 gigs a year.

The folk and blues singer has been widely 
praised. BBC arts editor Will Gompertz 
has described his music as ‘fantastic … 
really high quality stuff’, while comedian 
Dave Gorman, of the TV show Modern Life 
Is Goodish, said ‘his guitar playing is intricate 
and skilful and his voice is strong and honest 
… heartfelt folky pop.’

He scooped a prestigious Danny Kyle 
Award at Celtic Connections in Glasgow, 
and last year BBC Alba broadcast a duo 
performance with Dougie Maclean at 
Perthshire Amber. Last August Elliott also 
performed at An Tobar on Mull as part of his 
Lakes, Highlands and Islands tour.

Argyll musician Elliott 
releases debut album 
to widespread acclaim

Public Exhibition
Histories from Seil 

& Easdale
People, Pastimes, 

Livelihoods & 
The Last Quarry

Friday 21st to 
Monday 24th April

10.30am to 
5.00pm

Seil Island Hall, 
Easdale

Entry free

If you would like to 
advertise in the Oban 

Times Community 
Noticeboard please 
call 01631 568000

Community 
Noticeboard

Find out if a wildlife 
mini-cruise is for you! 
Perhaps you would 
like a private charter 
for the ultimate cel-
ebration? Hebrides 
Cruises has been of-
fering wildlife cruises 
aboard ‘Elizabeth G’, 
our first comfortable 
mini-cruise ship, since 
2006. She is much 
loved by our guests, 
some of which return 
to cruise with us every 
year. She has had an 
extensive makeover 
over the winter to 
ensure our guests con-
tinue to cruise in com-

fort. Elizabeth G is 
now joined by our new 
luxury vessel ‘Proud 
Seahorse’ with en suite 
cabins, spacious dining 
and saloon areas, 
extensive decks and 
even a hot tub. You 
are invited to find out 
which vessel is your 
dream mini-cruise by 
coming aboard on our 
open day on April 22. 
Tour our vessels and 
meet some of the crew; 
find out about life on 
board; the wildlife you 
will see; and get a taste 
of the gourmet food we 
serve on board.

Hebrides 
Cruises

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Cheryl MacPherson has been serving breakfast 
at Loch Leven Hotel for almost 10 years, greeting 
the guests with a smile every morning and making 
sure that everyone gets a great start to their day! 

With Cheryl on a breakfast shift, guests are 
guaranteed a smooth and speedy service with 
a truly personal touch, making their breakfast 
memorable and leaving the guests relaxed for the 
day ahead and with a positive lasting impression 
of the hotel.

Always full of life and enthusiasm, Cheryl gets 
most mentions by name on the hotel’s guest re-
views which says it all about her dedication and 
enthusiasm for her role. Cheryl is also the second 
Breakfast Chef and can cook the scrumptuous 
breakfasts as well as she serves them!

Craig Innes, the owner of Loch Leven Hotel 
says: “A busy breakfast service requires an ener-
getic morning person like Cheryl who not only of-
fers a personal and genuine service to our guests 
but also is on hand to help out the rest of our busy 
team with whatever tasks are required.”

Sta�  Pro� le:
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Plan sets out fi ve-year 
vision for national park
THE public are being invited 
to have their say on a five-
year plan to widen the social, 
environmental, cultural and 
economic benefits of Loch 
Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park.

The draft National Park 
Partnership Plan 2018-2023 
sets out a broad-ranging vision 
for how the park authority, 
along with its partners, propos-
es to tackle priorities including 

youth employment, climate 
change, outdoor recreation, 
health and wellbeing, and in-
vestment in towns and villages.

A 12-week consultation on 
the draft plan started on Mon-
day April 10 and will run until 
Monday July 3.

Priorities set out in the 
draft plan include attracting 
and retaining more skilled 
working age and young people, 
supporting a thriving visitor 
economy, addressing the 
impacts of climate change, 
empowering communities, 
protecting natural resources, 
investing in built and historic 
environments, and getting 
more people to experience the 
health and wellbeing benefits 

of connecting with nature and 
the outdoors.

The plan is the first major 
piece of work led by the new 
convener of Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs National 
Park, James Stuart, who is also 
managing director of Entre-
preneurial Scotland.

He said: ‘The national park 
is a truly special place and this 
plan proposes how we, along 
with a wide range of other or-
ganisations, can work together 
over the next five years to 
look after, enhance and make 
the most of it. By working 

collaboratively with all of our 
partners, we can achieve a 
much greater impact.

‘The focus is on big priorities 
for action that are most likely 
to make a lasting difference 
to the area, its communities, 
the people who visit and to the 
Scottish economy.

‘This is an exciting time 
for the national park and we 
want people to get involved in 
planning the future of the area 
by telling us what they think of 
the vision set out in this draft 
plan.’

Gordon Watson, chief ex-

ecutive of Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs National Park, 
said: ‘There is already some 
great work being undertaken 
within the national park to 
provide young people with 
opportunities to gain valuable 
skills and experience to sup-
port their future employment.

‘We want to build on that 
by working closely with our 
partners to broaden that range 
of opportunities, whether it’s 
through training, volunteering, 
modern apprenticeships and 
employment so that young 
people growing up in the na-

tional park aren’t missing out 
on the opportunities that those 
living in more urban areas 
have access to.

‘We are confident that this, 
along with measures to address 
the lack of affordable housing 
options and efforts to protect 
and enhance local services and 
infrastructure, will ensure a 
bright future for young people 
living and working within the 
national park.’

To read the draft plan and 
respond to the consultation 
visit www.lochlomond-tros-
sachs.org/consultations.

KATIE CARABINE
kcarabine@obantimes.co.uk

National park partnership plan consultation launch at Callander Youth Project. Photograph by Martin Shields 

We will 
ensure a 
bright future 
for young 
people 
within the 
park”

Gordon Watson
National park chief executive

Watt on the Wildside

Search the forest gorge for the elusive trollSPRING has well and truly 
sprung. The gorse is in bloom, 
there are daffodils growing in 
every roadside nook and cranny, 
there’s a green tinge to the trees 
and primroses carpet the forest 
floor. It’s a great time to be out 
in the woods.

You might then ask why 
Forestry Commission Scotland 
(FCS) has chosen this time to 
restrict access to Beinn Lora. 
Forests are ideal places for folk 
to walk, cycle and ride but they 
are also workplaces. Forestry is 
an important part of the rural 
economy so we need to balance 
public access with the need for 
people’s safety during forest 
operations. 

We try to do this with min-
imal disruption by carefully 
planning our operations and by 
telling people what we’re doing, 
why we’re doing it and when 
we’ll be finished. A crucial 
responsibility of the public is 
to not hinder this work and, by 
law, FCS must take reasonably 
practicable steps to ensure that 
the public is not put at risk by 
our work. FCS’s responsibility 
is to undertake our operations 
in a way that takes account of 

access rights and minimises the 
time and area affected by any 
necessary restriction. 

We’re doing our best to keep 
that time to as short a period 
as possible and we’re well on 
course to finish within the six-
month timescale we originally 
said we would take.

If you would like to see the 
kind of work that’s happening 
at Beinn Lora, take a look at 
our ‘Forestry Works and Your 
Safety’ page on the FCS website 
(http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/
activities/trees/forestry-works- 
safety). 

This features information 
about forest machinery and a 
video which gives an up-close 
view of the scale and speed of 
forest operations.

When we take the trees out, 
we’ll be replanting them with 
broadleaves. This means that 
future tree-felling operations 
will be kept to a minimum and 
the woods will be full of hun-
dreds of tiny species that will 
benefit from the light, open en-

vironment that you don’t always 
get under a conifer canopy. You 
can still reach the summit of 
Beinn Lora by coming in through 
the forest from Barcaldine.

Because the forest estate is 
a national asset that belongs 
to the people of Scotland, you 
can have a say about the way it 
is managed. That could include 

telling us what you think about 
forestry plans in your area, or 
contributing to our policies and 
strategies. 

If you would like to get 

involved in the future of Bar-
caldine Forest (including Beinn 
Lora and Sutherland’s Grove), 
FCS is holding an open consul-
tation on Tuesday April 25 from 
2pm until 7pm in the Victory 
Hall in Benderloch.

While there’s currently no 
access at Beinn Lora, why not 
travel a few miles further north 
to Sutherland’s Grove? Route 
78 of the national cycle network 
will take you right there.

At Sutherland’s Grove, you 
can marvel at the mighty and 
majestic fir trees, the oldest 
of which were planted in 1870. 
More were planted in 1921 
to commemorate Lord John 
Donald Sutherland, one of 
the founders of the Forestry 
Commission and a partner in an 
Oban-based firm of solicitors 
which are still in practice today 
(Hossack and  Sutherland). 
Some of the trees tower 53 me-
tres high (that’s more than five 
double-decker buses stacked on 
top of each other). 

If you’re feeling adventurous, 

you can search for the troll, 
hidden on one of the trails up 
the gorge of the Abhainn Teithil 
burn whose curiously-sculpted 
rocks create entrancing water-
falls. Or you can meander 
through the grove itself which, 
at this time of the year, is car-
peted with emerging bluebells 
and wild garlic.

I headed up the gorge on my 
search for the elusive troll. I 
eventually found him while I 
was standing on the bridge, the 
river thundering by beneath my 
feet. He wasn’t too scary so I 
stood there for a while, enjoying 
the sight of the rocks and the 
trees, the sounds of the river 
and the birds and the smells 
of the plants and fresh air all 
around me. I knew the air was 
clean and fresh because of the 
abundance of hairy-looking 
lichens on the trees.

Every spring my grandad 
used to say: ‘Oak before ash, in 
for a splash, ash before oak, in 
for a soak.’ This spring, I’ll be 
watching those two trees in par-
ticular with a keen interest – I’m 
hoping for a dry summer.

Helen Watt

Helen found the troll while 
standing on the bridge, the 
river thundering beneath.

SNH has new way to 
monitor landscapes
SCOTTISH Natural Heritage 
(SNH) has launched a new way 
of tracking Scotland’s constant-
ly changing landscapes.

Scotland’s Landscape Mon-
itoring Programme (LMP) is 
accessible on SNH’s website, 
allowing anyone to follow how 
our dynamic landscapes change 
over the years.

Our land forms have been 
shaped over thousands of years 
which has created the regional 
character of different parts 
of the country as well as the 
famous scenery Scotland is 
renowned for worldwide.

The LMP will set out a 
baseline, from which the infor-
mation gathered over time will 
be measured to build up an 
accurate picture of the changes 
to the landscape.

The national programme has 
been developed by SNH work-
ing closely with a wide range 
of partners, and carrying out 
research, data review and pilot 
project work.

SNH People and Places unit 
manager Peter Rawcliffe said: 
‘Our landscapes are an impor-
tant part of our natural and 
cultural heritage. In contribut-

ing to our health and wellbeing, 
they help make Scotland a better 
place to live, work and visit.

‘Our spectacular scenery is 
also an important economic 
asset, attracting investors, 
businesses, visitors and tourists, 
even Hollywood film-makers, 
and providing jobs and helping 
to grow the economy.

‘Scotland’s Landscape Moni-
toring Programme will help us 
to maximise these benefits and 
allow us to better assess how 
our landscapes are changing 
in a meaningful, practical and 
economical way. 

‘This will help us to identify 
key trends and their causes, and 
their significance in terms of 
how people feel about them and 
respond to them.’

At the heart of the programme 
is a number of SNH Natural 
Heritage Indicators. Seven have 
been published in the first phase, 
and have been grouped into four 
themes: landscape qualities, 
public perception, land cover 
and built development.

Pete added: ‘Moving forward, 
we will be working with commu-
nities and visitors to use citizen 
science to monitor change.’

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Meeting point is the car park at 
the Ben Nevis Woollen Mill for 
departure at 8am.  Further infor-
mation at www.nevishillwalking.
club or by contacting club secre-
tary Suzanne Theobald on 01397 
701783.
Saturday April 22
Loch Lubnaig Beinn Each and 
Stuc a’Chroin. Transport required. 
Parking restricted. Suggested by 
Gavin Theobald; co-ordinated by 
Andrew Gilbert. 

LOCHABER AND LORN RAM-
BLERS
Contact walk leader beforehand. 
Car sharing possible. More 
information at www.lochaber-
andlorn-ramblers.org.uk.
Thursday April 20
Beinn nan Aighenan and Glas 
Bheinn Mhor, Glen Etive. This 
is a   strenuous walk which will 
cover a distance of 16km and a 
height of 1,539m. Meet at the 
Longsdale car park in Oban at 

8.15am, Glencoe village car park 
at 9.10am or Glen Etive road end 
at 9.30am. The walk leader is Toril 
Frantzen on 07788 264007.
Friday April 21
Caledonian Canal from Nep-
tune’s Staircase to Torcastle Vi-
aduct, Banavie. A easy-leisurely 
circular walk.  Meet at Fort 
William Woollen Mill at 1.10pm, 
Spean Bridge Woollen Mill at 
1.05pm, Glencoe village car 
park at 12.45pm, Ballachulish 
TIC at 12.50pm or Longsdale car 
park in Oban at 12.15pm.  The 
walk leader is Colin Campbell 
on 07796 043836 or 01397 
772523.
Sunday April 23
M Meall Buidhe Tyndrum – A 
small hill with great views. This 
is a moderate walk of 10Km, 
height to climb: 478m. Meet 
at Longsdale car park, Oban at 
9.30am, or Glencoe Village car 
park at 9.40am. Walk starts at 
10.30am. Leader is Ann Jones, 
07770 434114.

THIS WEEK’S WALKS
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Your ambition. Our support. Together we  
can make your new business happen.
Free, practical advice and support to help start your business. Call your  
local o�ce on 01546 808 363 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

Historic Loch Awe hotel re-opens after revamp

ALIenergy combats global issue in Argyll
A SMALL Oban-based 
organisation and member of 
a network of energy agencies 
across Europe is doing its bit 
to ensure all households in 
Argyll and Bute have access to 
affordable energy and are not 
vulnerable to fuel debt.

Established in 1999 by Argyll 
and Bute Council under the 
EU ‘SAVE’ programme, AL-
Ienergy (Argyll, Lomond and 
the Islands Energy Agency) is 
dedicated to changing the way 

energy is used in the region 
and beyond, and does so by im-
proving public knowledge of, 
and engagement in, renewable 
energy and energy efficiency 
issues and combating fuel 
poverty. 

The aim is that more people 
take action in their lives to 
increase energy saving and 
support renewable energy, so 
that all households have access 
to affordable energy and are 
not vulnerable to fuel debt.

Supporting the local commu-
nity is a key focus for ALIener-
gy. It delivers a wide variety 
of activities that demonstrate 
this, including support to 
community renewable energy 
projects, facilitation of and 
support for local and regional 
supply chains, support of local 
skills development, area-based 
energy efficiency installation 
schemes for national and 
local government, and energy 
education in schools and 

communities. Although the 
work of this organisation cov-
ers the county of Argyll and 
the isles of Bute and Arran, 
it is combating a global issue. 
Energy efficiency and energy 
awareness will mitigate the 
global climate change, which 
many predict will lead to mas-
sive disruption of the world’s 
populations.

ALIenergy is a member of 
the Industrial Biotechnology 
Innovation Centre (IBioIC), a 

centre composed of specialists 
in the industrial biotechnology 
(IB) sector to help stimulate 
the growth and success of the 
IB industry in Scotland.

IBioIC plays a key role in 
delivering Scotland’s National 
Plan for Industrial Biotech-
nology, for which the mission 
is to grow IB-related turnover 
in Scotland to £900 million 
by 2025. As such, ALIenergy 
has huge potential to drive the 
Scottish IB industry forward.

THE historic Taychreggan 
Hotel near Kilchrenan re-
opened on April 3 after a 
winter refurbishment.

It is now sporting the newly-
named Gillie’s Bar, paying 
homage to a local gillie 
Lachie, who had the safest 
boat on Loch Awe – because 
he couldn’t swim.

Sitting on a peninsula 
overlooking Scotland’s long-
est freshwater loch, within 
40 acres of woodland and 
garden, the Taychreggan 
has just been voted, for the 
third year in a row, Country 
Sports Hotel of the Year for 
Argyll and Lomond at the 
2017 Scottish Hotel Awards.

It’s not surprising given 
the range of wild activities, 
such as boating, fly-fishing 
for wild salmon and brown 

trout, kayaking, clay pigeon 
shooting, archery, tomahawk 
throwing, slingshots and air 
rifles, and a falconry ‘hawk 

walk’, plus hillwalking on 13 
Munros nearby, and cycling 
along 90 miles of forest 
roads on Lochaweside. 

But guests and diners also 
visit Taychreggan to get away 
from it all, retreating into 
cosy lounges with warm fires 
and comfy armchairs, with 
a piano, full-size antique 
snooker table, and breath-
taking views of the 25-mile 
long loch down to Kilchurn 
Castle, once seat of Clan 
Campbell – and occasionally 
Jocky the peacock.

The 17th-century coaching 
inn, at Loch Awe’s narrow-
est crossing point, where 
cattle once swam across, 
feels deeply connected to 
its landscape and history, 
reflected in the names of 
its 18 sumptuous bedrooms, 
such as Walter Scott, 
McCaig’s, Fyne, Etive, 
Cruachan, Sonachan and 
Arbrecknish.

Its restaurant enjoys an 
excellent reputation for fine 
dining, retaining two AA 
rosettes since the 1970s, and 
today serving a five-course 
tasting menu, and a three-
course menu of seasonal, 
locally-sourced and often 
foraged ingredients, pre-
pared by head chef Vilas 
Roberts.

The biographer James 
Boswell visited in October 
1773 on his tour of the 
Highlands and Islands with 
Dr Samuel Johnson, and 
said: ‘We supped well and 
after supper Dr Johnson, 
whom I had not see taste 
any fermented liquor during 
our travels, called for a gill 
of whisky. “Come,” said he, 
“let me know what it is that 
makes a Scotchman happy”.’

Bonanza for Highlands 
and Islands companies
COMPANIES in the Highlands and 
Islands have proved they are punching 
above their weight in the innovation 
stakes, it has been revealed by Jump-
start, a UK research and development 
tax credit specialist.

Jumpstart has successfully claimed 
back on their behalf nearly £3 mil-
lion from HMRC in recent years in 
recognition of initiatives they have 
introduced to improve working 
processes and make their businesses 
and the sectors in which they operate 
more efficient.

Highland and Western Isles compa-
nies gained the multi-million-pound 
benefit in the form of tax credits, part 
of the UK government’s innovation 
incentive schemes to maintain Brit-
ain’s place at the forefront of scientific 
and technological advance.

The reliefs successfully secured in 
the region since 2008 have totalled 
£2,851,157 from 56 submissions which 
were made on the companies’ behalf 
by Edinburgh-based Jumpstart. The 
average tax benefit in Highland region 
amounted to £43,638. In the Western 
Isles, it was £11,642.

Though one of the most sparsely 
populated regions of the United King-
dom, with only 23 people per square 
mile, the Highlands and Islands have 
superb natural resources, innovative 
enterprises and a well-educated and 
flexible workforce.

The region has a number of growth 
sectors, including energy (which ben-
efits from transferrable skills from the 
oil and gas industry), life sciences, and 
food and drink, a sector marketing 
some of the best fresh produce in the 
country.

Ian Donaldson, client engagement 
manager at Jumpstart, said: ‘De-
spite the handicaps of distance and 
geography, smart companies in the 
Highlands and Western Isles are 
demonstrating that they can be as 

innovative as their city counterparts.
‘However, companies in Scotland as 

a whole are not reaping the full bene-
fits which might be expected to accrue 
to them on a head of population basis. 
There is great scope in Scotland for 
a much more focused uptake of the 
scheme.’

One company in the Western Isles 
which has benefited from R&D tax 
credits is Lewis-based Hebridean 
Seaweed, the largest industrial sea-
weed processor in Great Britain.

Martin MacLeod, managing direc-
tor, said: ‘The prospect of making 
a claim seemed daunting and we 
thought it would probably be a long, 
drawn out process, but it wasn’t.

‘One of Jumpstart’s analysts visited 
us on the island and made a point of 
understanding our harvesting, man-
ufacturing and design processes. We 
now realise the importance not only 
of having a comprehensive knowledge 
of the legislation, but also of being 
able to apply it.’

Jumpstart was founded to address a 
huge opportunity in the market to en-
gage with UK businesses by informing 
and guiding them through HMRC’s 
extremely complex R&D tax relief 
claim process. It operates throughout 
the UK.

Distillery manager goes 
from strength to strength
‘THERE is never a dull moment,’ 
says the Campbeltown chief of Glen 
Scotia distillery.

Iain Mcalister’s previous seven 
years’ experience with Scottish 
Water may have helped – although 
he is happy to admit that joining a 
distillery was a steep learning curve.

Even in the nine years since he 
took on his role as distillery manag-
er with the High Street firm, there 
has been a sea change in Campbel-
town whisky.

Iain’s working day starts at about 
8am when he makes a tour of the 
distillery to see the staff, discuss 
any issues and check the production 
figures. Last year Glen Scotia creat-
ed 536,000 litres.

Iain, 49, counts Glen Scotia’s Dou-
ble Cask malt whisky winning at the 
World Whisky Awards as one of his 
and parent company, the Loch Lo-
mond Group’s greatest achievements.

‘The engineering side of Scottish 
Water helped,’ Iain said. ‘There is a 
huge amount to learn and you have 
to know every part of the operation 
in the distillery.

‘Creating amazing malts is an art 
with a lot of science in the back-
ground. The product is a testament 
to the whole team.

‘I have no understudy and there 
are just eight staff, so I tend to be 
very hands-on. Being the manager is 
not just about paperwork – the work 
is mixed and varied.

‘The input from Loch Lomond on 
a day-to-day basis is minimal. They 
say it takes about 10 years to learn 
the job so I am not there yet.

‘When I started there were three 
of us at Glen Scotia which was com-
ing out of the doldrums in whisky 
terms.

‘What you see today is what Loch 
Lomond’s investment has brought 
to Glen Scotia.’

Iain, who loved history and PE, 
left Campbeltown Grammar School 
aged 17 and, as work was scarce, he 
went on the fishing boats for three 
years.

He said: ‘It was a good start, was 
character-building and gets a young 
person into a good working ethos.

‘It was a different world, and 
things have changed a lot in the 21st 
century.

‘I was 40 when I saw my job adver-
tised in the paper. If I had known 
about the complexity I might have 
thought twice.

‘Careers in distilling are very 
rewarding. Whisky is in vogue and 
it is a global business. 

‘I would recommend it to any 
young person.’

MARK DAVEY
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Iain Mcalister has been in charge of Glen Scotia Distillery for nine years and has seen a ‘sea change’.

Ian Donaldson from Jumpstart.

The Taychreggan has retained two AA rosettes since the 70s.
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FARMING NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR FARMING SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

Around the markets
ISLAY – United Auctions 
had a total clearance at their 
Islay sale of store cattle on 
Saturday April 8, when they 
had a catalogued entry of 723 
head. Bullocks rose £40.48 per 
head or 21.6 pence per kilo on 
the year while heifers recorded 
a rise of £47.43 per head or 
19.9 pence per kilo. Bullocks 
levelled out at £872.53 per head 
or 241.83 pence per kilo while 
heifers sold to average £787.59 
per head or 231.75 per kilo. 
Mr Carmichael, Coillabus, 
led the top priced bullocks 
per head at £1330 for 
Limousin crosses while the 
Lossit consignment led the kilo 
prices in this section at 285 
pence. Limousin heifers from 
Coillabus again led the prices 
per head at £1110 while Tallant 
toped this section per kilo for 
Charolais crosses at 276 pence.
Principal lots and prices.
Bullocks.
AAx: £1100(8) and  £1040(9) 
– Craigens : £1030(7) – Balli-
martin : £1010(5) – Craigens : 
£1000(7) – Craigens : £980(10) 
– Octomore : £970(9) – Crai-
gens : £940(19) – Craigens : 
£900 – Craigfad and Tallant(2).
BRBx: £1080(2), £1000(2) and 
£900(2) – Sunderland.
CHARx: £940 – Carrabus : 
£900(11) – Craigfad.
LIMx: £1330 – Coillabus 
(Carmichael) : £1060 and 
£1030(4) – Kilchiaran : 
£1020(2) – Lossit : 
£1010(2) – Kilchiaran : 
£1000 – Island(2), Craigfad and  
Ballimartin(7) : £980(5) and  
£970 – Lossit : £970 – Kilchi-
aran (11) and  Ballimartin(4) : 
£960(8) – Lossit : £950  Corrary 
and  Island : £920 – Corrary, 
Ballimartin(2) and  Island(9) : 
£910 – Corrary.
LUINGx: £820 – Duich.
SHx: £730 – Kilchiaran.
SIMx: £950(7) – Island : 
£940(2) – Corrary : £880(10) – 
Kilchiaran.
Heifers
AAx: £950 – Brybruich : 
£950(5) – Octomore.
BRBx: £940 – Sunderland.
CHARx: £830(4) – Island : 
£800(6) – Craigfad.
LIMx: £1110 – Coillabus 
(Carmichael) : £1020 – Kilchi-
aran and  Coillabus(2) : £980 
– Coillabus : £960 – Corrary, 
Ballimartin(3), Coillabus and  
Lossit : £950(3) – Lossit : £930 
– Lossit(9) and Kilchiaran(5).
SIMx: £890(2) and  £860 – 
Cladville.
Top prices per kilo.
Bullocks.
AAx: 271p(2) – Tallant 

: 261p(10) – Octomore : 
253p(9) – Craigens : 249p(19) 
– Octomore : 249p(2) – Tallant 
: 247p – Ardfarnal : 246p(6) – 
Craigens : 245p - Craigfad.
BRBx: 255p(2) – Sunderland.
CHARx: 277p(4) – Carrabus 
: 275p(4) – Craigfad : 251p 
– Carrabus : 249p(3) – Manse-
field : 245p(11) - Craigfad : 
245p – Carrabus.
LIMx: 285p – Lossit : 279p(5) 
and  273p(3) – Carrabus : 
272p(7) – Duich : 270p – 
Island(5) and  Tallant : 263p(4) 
– Carrabus : 256p(2) – Craigfad 
: 255p(9) – Island : 252p(2) 
and  251p(7) – Ballimartin 
: 251p(8) - Lossit : 250p(11) 
– Kilchiaran : 249p(6) – Bally-
chattrigan : 244p(5) – Corrary 
: 243p – Lossit : 243p(2) and  
242p(5) – Kilchiaran : 241p – 
Kilbride(4) and  Kilchiaran(4) 
: 240p – Ballimartin(4) and  
Duich(13).
LUINGx: 240p – Duich : 
237p(2) – Ballychattrigan.
SHx: 231p(6) – Kilchiaran.
SIMx: 260p(5) – Corrary : 
255p(6) – Kilchiaran : 254p(2) – 
Corrary : 240p(6) – Cladville.
BG 279p and  277p – Carrabus.
Heifers
AAx: 246p(12), 244p(4) and  
238p(2) – Octomore : 232p – 
Tallant : 230p(5) – Craigens.
BRBx: 227p – Sunderland.
CHARx: 276p(2) – Tallant : 
259p(3) and  257p – Carrabus : 
251p(2) and  250p(2) – Manse-
field : 241p(4) – Island : 240p(3) 
– Craigens : 239p and  236p(6) 
– Craigfad : 236p – Carrabus.
LIMx: 274p(6) – Duich : 
259p – Carrabus : 256p(7) – 
Lossit : 250p – Glenegedale 
Lotts : 249p(3) – Island : 
248p – Mansefield : 245p – 
Tallant(3) and  Kilbride(5) 
: 244p – Tallant(3) and 
Ballychattrigan(2) : 242p(13) 
– Duich : 241p – Corrary and  
Island(7) : 239p(5) – Craigfad 
: 238p – Glenegedale Lotts : 
237p – Kilbride : 236p – Bally-
chattrigan(5) and  Corrary(3).
SIMx: 252p(5) – Corrary : 
237p – Kilbride.
BG: 259p – Carrabus.

STIRLING – Caledonian 
Marts Ltd sold 155 Comprising 
91 prime bullocks, heifers and 
young bulls, 15 OTM cattle, 49 
cast cows and bulls.
Prime bullocks averaged – 208p
Prime heifers averaged – 216p
Young bulls averaged – 170p
OTM males averaged – 163p
OTM females averaged – 133p
Beef cows averaged – 123p
Dairy cows averaged – 115p
Bulls averaged – 107p.

There was a total clearance of stock at Islay’s recent sale.

£10m start-up company provides 
boost for animal welfare science
INNOVATIONS that aim to 
improve the health of farmed 
animals, and raise agricultural 
productivity, will be brought to 
market with the support of a £10 
million investment.

The investment in new company 
Roslin Technologies will develop 
business opportunities arising 
from the University of Edin-
burgh’s animal science research.

The deal will allow researchers 
to explore the commercial poten-
tial of technologies that enable 
low-cost manufacturing of new 
medicines using chicken eggs.

Methods of preserving frozen 
stocks of reproductive material 
from bird species are set to 
benefit from the funding. Such 
technologies aim to safeguard 
the future of rare bird species, 

which may carry useful genetic 
information that makes them 
resistant to existing – and 
future – diseases. The company 
will also bring to market new 
veterinary vaccines and tools 
for diagnosing diseases that 
affect farmed animals.

Roslin Technologies Ltd was 
launched to facilitate the com-
mercialisation of research from 
the University of Edinburgh’s 
Roslin Institute and Royal (Dick) 
School of Veterinary Studies. It 
is thought to be the largest agri-
culture biotechnology start-up in 
UK history to focus on research 
projects aimed at improving 
animal health and raising agri-
cultural productivity.

An initial fundraising round 
has recently concluded, securing 

£10 million from institutional 
investors. The Roslin Institute’s 
research is focused on the appli-
cations of basic animal sciences 
in human and veterinary medi-
cine, the livestock industry and 
food security.

The past five years has seen 
more than £200 million of capital 
investments in research facilities 
on the campus, making it the 
largest concentration of animal 
science anywhere in Europe.

Griff Williams, chief invest-
ment officer of the partner 
British Innovation Fund, said: 
‘With a global population 
increasing beyond nine billion 
by 2040, innovation and in-
vestment in animal science and 
sustainability will be critical to 
ensure global food security.’

Agri climate scheme 
deadline is extended
THE Scottish Government has 
extended the application dead-
line for the Agri-Environment 
Climate Scheme to May 2.

The £350 million fund will be 
available between 2015 and 2020 
to ‘promote land management 
practices which protect and 
enhance Scotland’s magnificent 
natural heritage, improve water 
quality, manage flood risk and 
mitigate and adapt to climate 
change’.

Since launching, 1,675 appli-
cations have been approved, 
committing more than £101 
million to rural businesses.

Rural Secretary Fergus Ewing 
said: ‘It is vital that we do all 
we can to mitigate the potential 
impact of the ongoing develop-
ment of the CAP IT system.

‘We are very focused on fixing 
all ongoing issues and are 
making progress at delivering 
new IT functionality to support 
future payment processes. I 
know that is what stakeholders 
and customers want, and that is 
what this government is striving 
hard to deliver.

‘While there is still a lot of 
hard work required to achieve 
this, we also need the co-oper-
ation of stakeholders in keeping 
additional demands on the IT 
side to a minimum. My number 
one priority remains fixing 
the CAP payment issues and I 
am determined that the most 
farmers will receive the majority 
of their CAP entitlement in ad-
vance of the end of the payment 
period.’

A NEW ‘sheep-wise’ campaign 
to warn the public about the 
consequences of failing to 
control their dogs has been 
launched by the National 
Sheep Association of Scotland 
(NSAS) and Quality Meat 
Scotland.

Scotland’s rural organisa-
tions are uniting behind the 
campaign which also has the 
support of the Scottish SPCA, 
Police Scotland, the British 
Veterinary Association, NFU 
Scotland, Scottish Land 
and Estates, and Scottish Nat-
ural Heritage.

The initiative includes a 

high-impact, two-minute film 
aimed at highlighting the 
devastation, for farmers and 
dog owners, caused by sheep 
worrying.

The film features powerful 
accounts of sheep worrying 
from Aberdeenshire farmer 
and chairman of the NSAS 
John Fyall, vet David McLaren, 
and Gill MacGregor, Scottish 
SPCA senior inspector.

The film also articulates the 
anguish which dog owners 
face, along with potential pros-
ecution, if they fail to control 
their dogs in the countryside.

Kathy Peebles, NSAS vice- 

chairwoman, said: ‘For farm-
ers, as well as lost income, it is 
heart-breaking to witness hor-
rendous injuries in the sheep 
they work hard to look after.

‘For pregnant ewes, the result 
of being hounded by dogs 
can be miscarriage of unborn 
lambs and for ewes with young 
lambs at foot the result can 
be offspring getting separated 
from ewes and dying of hypo-
thermia or starvation.

‘The outcome could be a 
vet putting down a healthy 
dog, which is distressing for 
the owner and could easily be 
avoided.’

Mike Flynn, Scottish SPCA 
chief superintendent, also 
urged people to ensure their 
dogs are kept secure at home 
because in many cases the 
source of the problem is dogs 
which are unaccompanied and 
allowed to roam.

Police Inspector Jane Don-
aldson, rural crime co-ordi-
nator, added: ‘Police Scotland 
recognises that the worrying of 
livestock can have devastating 
consequences for farm animals 
and has an obvious financial 
and emotional impact on 
farmers and their businesses, 
particularly during the spring 

lambing period. The Scottish 
Partnership Against Rural 
Crime (SPARC) livestock 
worrying campaign runs from 
February-May and the advice 
to dog owners is to keep your 
dog under control at all times 
and avoid going into fields 
where livestock is grazing. 
Farmers and those who use 
the countryside are urged to 
report all incidents of livestock 
worrying to police on 101 or 
999 in an emergency.’

More information for dog 
owners is available by visiting 
www.outdooracess-scotland.
com.

New fi lm targets owners of 
dogs that are out of control

John Fyall and Gill MacGregor, who feature in the Sheep-wise � lm.

PLANT AUCTIONSmorrisleslie.com

Morris Leslie

10:30am Wednesday 26th April 2017 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Over 300 Entries Expected - All types of Plant, Machinery HGV’s, Vans, Trailers, 
Specialist Utility Vehicles, Contractors Tools & Equipment etc.

Full online bidding available:  morrisleslie.com

For further information Call 01821 642940 or visit morrisleslie.com

OVER 70% UNRESERVED

All Items Subject to Arrival

Municipal & Contractors 
Collective Auction

Stirling Agricultural Centre
Sunday 30th April - Monday 1st May 

Multi Breed Show and Sale of 304 Pedigree Bulls and Females
Show and Sale Programme 

Sunday 30th April
11am Show of Charolais bulls, 12.15pm Show of Simmental bulls

1.30pm Show of Limousin bulls, 3pm Show of Salers bulls
3.15pm Show of Highland cattle

Monday 1st May
9am Show of Aberdeen-Angus bulls,10.30am Show of Beef Shorthorn bulls
10.30am  Sale of Highland (15 & 20 females), 11.15am Sale of Salers (13), 

British Blue (1) and Hereford (1), 11.30am Sale of Charolais (47 & 1 female), 
Simmental (49), Limousin (75 & 10 females), Aberdeen-Angus (59)

 and Beef Shorthorn (12 & 1 female)

Catalogue available to download on website:   www.uagroup.co.uk
Stirling Agricultural Centre Stirling  FK9 4RN

01786 473055    stirling@uagroup.co.uk

FOR SALE 
2 year old collie 
dog interested in 

sheep but no time 
to train with other 

commitments 
£150.  

Telephone 
07807279954.

To fi nd out more about the NFU Vehicle Discount 
Scheme call  John Spicer at S&S Services

on 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

S&S Services, Heathfi eld, Ayr.
Tel: 01292 880080 / 07831 808702

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S

S&S SERVICES



Marine Husbandry Staff 
Sound of Mull, Loch Linnhe and Loch Nevis 
Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish
salmon. We pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal
development paths which build into fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed
to developing our industry and are driven to put your strengths to work we would very
much like to hear from you.

We are currently recruiting for Marine Husbandry staff to join our teams on the
Sound of Mull, Loch Linnhe and Loch Nevis.

Experienced Husbandry Staff
You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of skills including
fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding system
and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety. Above all you should
have the drive and ambition to further your career through training and development. A
formal boat qualification would be desirable.

Trainee Farmer
Applications are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the
Aquaculture Industry. We are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players,
proactive in health and safety and who have high expectations for themselves and of
their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor who will guide you through
your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will enable you to kick
start your fish farming career.

Working a 40-hour week, Monday to Friday with 1:3 weekend working required on a
rota system. We will offer an attractive salary dependant on experience along with
pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership
and cycle to work scheme. A current driving licence is essential.

We are also recruiting for seasonal staff on our marine farms between April and October.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786
445521 or email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing date: Monday 1st May 2017 
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    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

The Ranald Hotel are looking for an enthusiastic 
individual to join our team! Must be extremely reliable 

and hardworking.
Shift pattern - Full time - 5/7 days per week. 

Approx 6 hours per day.
Flexibility required.

Duties include; Opening up reception/ breakfast 
area. Setting up breakfast room. Preparing foods. 

Greeting and serving guests. Check-outs. 
Cleaning and occasional food shopping.

Experience in the hospitality/
catering industry necessary.

Job Type: Full-time

Tel: 01631 562887   email: info@theranaldhotel.com

BREAKFAST 
ATTENDANT
REQUIRED

SEASONAL STAFF WANTED
 Dunollie Museum, Castle and Grounds 

 Oban, PA34 5TT
Catering Assistant 15-20 hrs per w/k  
Reliable, flexible and friendly catering assistant 
required.  Previous experience in hospitality an 

advantage.  Must be available to work weekends.  

Museum Guide approx. 10 hrs per w/k 
Should have an interest in local history and enjoy 

working with the public.  Reasonable level of fitness 
required.  Full training given.  Must be available to work 

weekends. 

Submit C.V and cover letter to  fiona@dunollie.
org.  01631 570550/www.dunollie.org for more 

information.  
Closing date Wednesday 26th April.  

Immediate start.

Cleaner Required 
in Glenfinnan

6 Days Per Week
4.30pm to 6.30pm

£8.00 Per Hour
Telephone: 01397 700457

Breakfast Chef Required 
Join our kitchen team working � ve mornings a week

Must have own accommodation and transport
Great opportunity to improve skills and work alongside an experienced and 

established team
Competitive salary and bene� ts

Bee Keeper
Join partnership with Inverlochy Castle as a Bee Keeper

This position would be suitable as a hobby, as no salary included
A share of the honey will be provided

Tel: 01397 702177   email: clairemoreland@inverlochy.co.uk

KAMES FISH FARMING LIMITED
Require a

Marine Fish 
Husbandry Person

We are currently recruiting for Marine Fish 
Husbandry Persons at our Loch Melfort & Loch 
Craignish Sea Sites, where we produce Large 

Rainbow Trout.

The successful applicant would ideally 
have fish farming experience with formal 

boat training, operational qualifications and 
licences.  They will be enthusiastic, self-

motivated and able to demonstrate experience 
of working within a small team.  Duties include 

fish welfare, sampling, grading, treating, 
moving and harvesting fish and other general 

fish farm tasks.

Applicants should also have 
a full driving licence.

Salary dependent on experience, 
skills and knowledge.

Closing date 11th May 2017

Please send your CV with qualifications and 
accompanying letter to:-

Jean Haslam
Kames Fish Farming Limited
Kilmelford, Oban PA34 4XA

fish@kames.co.uk
Tel: 01852 200286

LANCASTER 
HOTEL

needs

House/Dining 
room staff

Please call 
01631 562587

  between 9am and 
4pm if interested

Corriemar 
Guest House
HOUSE 

KEEPING 
STAFF
Experience 
preferred

Telephone 
01631 562476

BAR & RECEPTION STAFF 
REQUIRED

Please send your CV and 
Covering Letter to Darrel.

Darrel.Williams@sgehotelgroup.com
01631 562183

BAR & RECEPTION STAFF 

Full time and part time 
roles available
A great opportunity has arisen to work for 
The Oban Times publishing group, with 
products ranging from award winning 
newspapers to popular seasonal products.
Working in a friendly team environment 
from our modern o�  ce in Oban, our sales 
teams are encouraged to build on existing 
business relationships and forge new ones - 
over the phone and “out and about.”
We want to work with eager, focused 
individuals whilst developing their skills to 
give them the con� dence to succeed. Sales 
experience is desirable but not essential – the 
right “can do” attitude is.
Full  current driving licence essential. 
We o� er:
• An excellent salary with opportunity to earn 

bonus 
• Ongoing in-house training
• Generous holiday entitlement 
• Company pension scheme 
• Life assurance and private medical insurance 
You may be looking for a full-time career 
move, or want to be in a challenging role that 
� ts around family or lifestyle commitments 
- whatever your circumstances, we will be 
� exible for the right person so please do get 
it touch.
Please apply by email with CV and covering 
letter to: ali@obantimes.co.uk
 

Sales Executives

Corporate 
Calendar Sales

Full or part time position – Oban or Edinburgh
£Good Basic + Bonus + Other benefits

The Scottish Field calendar is one of Scotland’s most popular 
calendars, well known and long established.
An excellent opportunity has arisen to sell Scottish Field’s 
promotional calendars to a range of large and small companies 
throughout Scotland. Selling to a core base of existing clients and 
new, this position can be based in our Oban office or Edinburgh 
office and could be full time or part time to suit. Key qualities 
include, drive, good telephone sales skills and good organisation.  

Apply with covering letter and CV to:
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

APRIL
ISSUE OUT
NOW

www.scottishfield.co.uk

APRIL
ISSUE OUT
NOW

FISHING FOR 
GRAYLING    
A GORGEOUS EAST 

LOTHIAN GARDEN

ALLAN LITTLE: THE

TRAVELLING MAN

APRIL 2017

DEER VERSUS CAR – What to do about an epidemic 

that causes 7,000 crashes and costs motorists £10m a year?

Plus

Dame Evelyn Glennie on 

her adored Aberdeenshire 

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   APRIL  2017. £4.25
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LINDA MCCARTNEY’S 
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The following are among 20 Lots to be offered for Sale by 
Auction in Glasgow on Wednesday 3rd May 2017.    

OBAN (Polvinister Road): Breached former reservoir extending to  
2 Acres.
Nr PLOCKTON (Loch Lundie): Former reservoir extending 15 Ha 
(49.4 Acres).

www.west-property.co.uk
Oban 01631 569 466  ·  Fort William 01397 747123

See our independent reviews on www.allagents.co.uk

CRAIGNEUK, BENDERLOCH

£490,000

FOR SALE

• Spacious Detached House with Annex

• 5 Bedroom / 5 Bathroom 

• Stunning views of Loch Etive 

• Driveway parking for multiple vehicles

• Private Garden

• Highly sought after location

• EPC - E52

bellingram.co.uk
01631 566122

oban@bellingram.co.uk

BUCHANAN TERRACE, OBAN

£425 PCM PLUS COUNCIL TAX                          EPC D67
THE COACH HOUSE, APPIN 
£625 PCM EPC D66

• 1 bedroom ground fl oor fl at

• Town centre location

• Freshly decorated throughout

• Newly laid carpets

• Gas central heating

• EPC rating D67

• Landlord Registration No: 
364797/130/19421.

The accommodation comprises: entrance hall, lounge, kitchen with dining 
area, one bedroom and bathroom. Gas Central Heating. Double Glazed. The 
property benefi ts from being freshly painted throughout and has new fi tted 
carpets. £425.00 p.m. plus Council Tax “ Band B”. One month’s rent required 
as a deposit. No-smokers. No pets. Available on a 6 month’s short assured 
tenancy with option to extend. Would suit a professional couple or single 
person.   References essential. Available Now.

• Lovely Rural Location
• 3 Bedrooms
• Fully Furnished
• Strictly no pets
• Available Now

• EPC Rating: D66

• Landlord Registration No: 
465811/130/05461 & 
465813/130/05501

This immaculately presented property is situated in a lovely rural location with 
amazing views to the front. The Coach House lies within the picturesque area 
of Appin, a community which combines the appeal of a traditional village with 
good facilities, all of which are within easy distance of the property. The area is 
rich in agriculture and there are many farms dotted around. The unforgettable 
Castle Stalker dominates the coastline.

LARGE 1 BEDROOM OR SMALL 2 BEDROOM

Accommodation is required for a 2 month period, 
from mid June for a professional working mum and 

young daughter. Oban preferred, but will 
consider areas outwith.

Actual occupancy will only be 4 nights per week, 
Mon-Thurs, which might suit someone that works away 

during the week and is home at weekends.

LET WANTED

Please contact Nicky on 07786 861266
nickym73@me.com

View all of these properties on 
westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

16/01837/PIP

17/01584/PIP

17/01609/FUL

17/01634/FUL

Development  Address

Development Site opposite 
Spean Crescent, Spean 
Bridge

Land to West of Coirebreac,
Lower Inverroy, Roy Bridge

Land 40M West of Air An 
Oir, Mallaig Bheag, Mallaig

Lag-Na-Lion, Ormsaigbeg,
Kilchoan, Acharacle

Proposal Description

Proposed housing development

Erection of 3 no. houses (renewal of 
planning permission 14/00770/PIP)

Erection of house and formation of 
access

Demolition of cottage and erection of 
house, formation of vehicular access, 
installation of treatment plant with 
outfall to watercourse

Time period for comments is 14 days 
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

BETWEEN 12:00 – 14:00hrs

BLAST AT BANAVIE 
QUARRY 
21st April 

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by  
logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

17/00351/PP Change of use of stable to form ice 
cream production unit

Achinreir Farm Barcaldine Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA37 1SF 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

17/00944/PPP Renewal of planning permission in 
principle 14/00369/PPP (Site for the 
erection of dwellinghouse).

Land East Of Ar Dachaidh Benderloch 
Oban Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

17/00876/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
detached garage, formation of 
vehicular access and installation  
of sewage treatment plant

Land East Of Alaval Benderloch Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA37 1QP 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

17/00786/PP Change of use of shop to shop and 
Class 3 tea room

1 Crown Street Portnahaven Isle Of 
Islay Argyll And Bute PA47 7SW 

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

17/00985/LIB Installation of signage Oban Caledonian Hotel Station Road 
Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 5RT 

Oban Area Office

17/00871/PP Erection of 6.4 metres high 
telecommunications pole and 
associated works

Land East Of Haunn Cottages  
Calgary Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA75 6QT 

Sub Post Office 
Dervaig

17/00179/LIB Removal of existing access ladder  
on downstream face of dam and 
erection of stairwell

Cruachan Power Station Lochawe 
Dalmally Argyll And Bute PA33 1AN 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

17/00905/LIB Installation of 3 no replacement rear 
windows of the same style and finish.

Kilmeny House Ballygrant Isle Of  
Islay Argyll And Bute PA45 7QW 

Sub Post Office Port 
Askaig

17/00889/PP Erection of 8 metre high telegraph 
pole and associated works

Land South Of Sunderland Farm 
Bruichladdich Isle Of Islay  
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote  
the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered  
a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all 
Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A86 TRUNK ROAD (SPEAN BRIDGE) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION 
ON USE OF ROAD) ORDER 2017
The Scottish Ministers give notice that they have made the above Order 
under section 62(1) of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, temporarily 
prohibiting traffi c on the A86 Spean Bridge – Kingussie Trunk Road 
from a point about 500 metres or thereby west of its junction with 
the access road to Ardverikie House, Kinloch Laggan in an easterly 
direction to a point about 500 metres east of said junction with the 
access road to Ardverikie House, Kinloch Laggan, a total distance of 
1 kilometre or thereby.
The Order, which is required to allow fi lming of the road to take place 
will be in force from 21st April 2017 to 27th April 2017 but will only 
have effect when indicated by the appropriate traffi c signs. It is 
anticipated that the restrictions will be in place for a short period of 
no more than 15 minutes at some point during the hours of 08:00 and 
19:00 on 26th April 2017. The date is subject to change or cancellation. 
The Order does not apply to vehicles while being used in an emergency 
for fi re brigade, coastguard, ambulance or police purposes or to acts 
done with the permission or upon the direction of a police constable 
in uniform.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
An alternative route for traffi c during the prohibition is not required.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/road-
and-traffi c-orders/north-west-traffi c-orders 
For information about roadworks on motorways and trunk 
roads visit www.traffi cscotland.org.uk
F BROWN 
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, 
Glasgow G4 0HF

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 
APPLICATION 

T Bryson
65 Ormsaigbeg, Craigard, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart
0.15 ha – Site for a dwelling 
house
78205

Written comments from 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the croft may 
be sent to the Crofting 
Commission by 18th May 
2017 – Crofting Commission, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness, 
IV3 8NW, info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

 Full details at www.crofting.
scotland.gov.uk 

CORRECTION
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010

Single Private Mooring, Kilchoan, Kilmelford, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4XD

Notice is hereby given that MG Atkinson has applied 
to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, 
under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in 
respect of a mooring at:

WGS84

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at the Kilmelford Post Office, PA34 4XA.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to: Licensing Operations 
Team, Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 
Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 
days of the date of this notice or by email to: 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference:
06261.

Location

Kilchoan, 
Kilmelford, 

Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4XD

Latitude
Co-ordinates

56, 15.580 N

Longitude
Co-ordinates

005.33.610 W

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Alasdair McPhee trading as A & A McPhee 
Haulage Ltd of Almar, Shore Road, Connel 
PA37 1PT is applying to change an existing 
licence as follows.  To add an operating centre 
to keep 1 goods vehicle and 0 trailers at 
Breedon Northern Ltd, Carrs Corner Industrial 
Estate, Fort William  PH33 6TL .  Owners or 
occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre(s) who believe that 
their use or enjoyment of that land would be 
affected, should make written representations 
to the Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice.  
Representors must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations to the applicant at 
the address given at the top of this notice.  A 
Guide to Making Representations is available 
from the Traffic Commissioner’s office.

Barcaldine Forest
Land Managemant Plan Consultation
Tuesday 25th April 2017, Benderloch Victory Hall, 2-7pm

West Argyll Forest District is currently reviewing the Land 
Management Plan for Barcaldine Forest. A drop-in public 
consultation is taking place and we would welcome your 
input on the draft plans for the forest. 

Documents relating to the draft plans are available online at 
http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/
managing/plans-and-strategies
/land-management-plans/
consultations/1613-barcaldine

First Registration of a 
Croft

James Caldwell and 
Jacqueline Caldwell have 
registered their croft 
78, 79, & 82, Portuairk, 
Ardnamurchan and Sunart 
on the Crofting Register held 
by the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by September 
29, 2016.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C3488.

First Registration of a 
Croft

Dr Moira Rosalind Milne 
has registered their croft 
½43 and part 45 Banavie, 
Kilmallie on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 27th 
December 2017.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C3468.

PUBLIC NOTICES
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PROPERTIES FOR SALE & TO LET

9 Combie Street
Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HN
Tel: 01631 569 466

North Road
Fort William  
PH33 6PP
Tel: 01397 747123

 FREE Lettings Assessments
 FREE Valuations
 Professional Service
 Experienced Local Team
 Fast Results

www.west-property.co.uk
See our independent reviews on www.allagents.co.uk

info@west-property.co.uk Call, email or visit us online to find out how 
we can get your property moving ... today.

TAX RELIEF CHANGES 
FOR LANDLORDS

From April 6, 2017, the new tax changes 
will restrict relief for fi nance costs on 
residential properties to the basic rate 
of Income Tax. Finance costs includes 
mortgage interest, interest on loans to 
buy furnishings and fees incurred when 
taking out or repaying mortgages or 
loans. No relief is available for capital 
repayments of a mortgage or loan.

According to HR Revenue and 
Customs, those affected include 
‘Individuals that receive rental income 
on residential property in the UK or 
elsewhere and incur fi nance costs (such 
as mortgage interest), excluding where 
the property meets all the criteria to be 
a furnished holiday letting.”

Landlords will no longer be able to 
deduct all of their fi nance costs from 
their property income to arrive at their 
property profi ts. They will instead 
receive a basic rate reduction from 
their income tax liability for their fi nance 
costs.

To give landlords time to adjust the 
government will introduce this change 
gradually from April 2017 over four 
years. Landlords will be able to obtain 
relief as follows:
• in 2017 to 2018 the deduction 

from property income (as is 
currently allowed) will be restricted 
to 75% of fi nance costs, with the 
remaining 25% being available as 
a basic rate tax reduction

• in 2018 to 2019, 50% fi nance 
costs deduction and 50% given 
as a basic rate tax reduction

• in 2019 to 2020, 25% fi nance 
costs deduction and 75% given 
as a basic rate tax reduction

• from 2020 to 2021 all fi nancing 
costs incurred by a landlord 
will be given as a basic rate tax 
reduction.’

Tax changes can be complex and 
all landlords should seek contact an 
accountant for specifi c advice on their 
individual circumstances. Although the 
changes will be phased in, it is advisable 
for landlords to seek advice now to see 
what impact it will have in the long term. 
For advice on renting your property 
please feel free to contact a member of 
our team on 01631 569 466.

TOBERMORY

OIRO £350,000
 A recently renovated byre which is now an attractive and mod-
ern holiday let cottage. On entering the cottage there is small 
porch, before coming into the large open plan kitchen/diner/
lounge. A rare opportunity to purchase a large detached house. 
Burnbank House and Burnbank Cottage are centrally located on 
the historic Breadalbane Street.  A large detached house dating 
back to 1865. The accommodation is arranged over 2 floors, on 
entering the property, a spacious hallway welcomes you.

• Large Detached House
• 5 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms/1 WC
• Separate Holiday Let Cottage
• Spectacular Sea Views
• Elevated Situation
• EPC Rating: E43

KINTORE, BENDERLOCH

OIRO £440,000
Kintore is a modern and spacious 4 bedroom detached house 
in a popular residential area close to the village of Benderloch 
Built in 2006, Kintore is a bright and spacious house enjoying 
a rural position and views across fields and hills to the North. 
A small porch leads to the main open plan lounge/dining area 
which overlooks the front lawn and enjoys plentiful natural 
light from the floor-to-ceiling windows and patio doors and for 
those chilly nights there is a wood-burning stove.

• Spacious Detached House
• 4 bedrooms / 3 bathrooms
• Open plan lounge, kitchen 
    and dining area
• Large garden/Private parking
• Integrated double garage
• EPC Rating: C70

DUNOLLIE ROAD, OBAN

OIRO £195,000
 Grianan - A unique opportunity to purchase a sizable family 
home within in easy walking distance of Oban’s local ameni-
ties. The property comprises a cosy lounge with wood burning 
stove and patio doors out onto a large covered to the front 
of the house, ideal for sitting and enjoying the view or even 
drying washing on those showery days! Adjacent to the lounge 
is a bright and generous dining room, perfect for family meals 
and entertaining guests. Book your viewing today!

•  Delightful detached bungalow
•  3 bedrooms/ 1 bathroom
•  Convenient location
•  Garden to front and rear
•  Excellent Family Home
•  EPC rating D61

CRAIGNURE BAY HOUSE, ISLE OF MULL

OIEO £295,000
Featuring MODERN and SPACIOUS architect designed house 
presents a rare opportunity to purchase a contemporary island 
getaway, conveniently located in Craignure within walking dis-
tance of the islands main ferry terminal. Craignure Bay House 
is a successful and well-established holiday achieving 50% 
return custom year on year. The accommodation is arranged 
over two floors. The kitchen is fitted with modern units in a 
practical layout. Stunning sea views through large windows.

•  Large Detached House
•  4 Bedrooms/3 Bathrooms
•  Spacious Contemporary Layout
•  Successful Holiday Let
•  Stunning Sea Views
•  EPC Rating: C72

SHUNA TERRACE, OBAN

Modern 3 Bedroom Property in upper Oban.The accom-
modation comprises of 2 double bedrooms with built-in 
wardrobes & 1 single bedroom. There is a spacious 
kitchen, lounge, bathroom with bath & shower plus a 
separate WC. Electric storage heating and double glazed 
windows throughout. Rent excludes Council Tax (Band B) 
and Utilities. EPC - F25 Deposit & References required. 
Landlord Reg: 433602/130/27551. Available Mid June

£550 PCM

•     3 Bedroom
•     Spacious kitchen
•     Back garden
•     Drying green, patio  
       and shed

GLENCRUITTEN ROAD, OBAN

Two bedroom semi-furnished top floor flat close to Oban 
town centre. The accommodation comprises: One single 
bedroom & one double bedroom, shower room, lounge 
(unfurnished) and kitchen including all white goods and 
appliances. The property has electric storage heating and 
double glazing throughout. Rent excludes Council Tax 
(Band B) and utilities. Deposit & references required. EPC 
Rating: E41. AVAILABLE APRIL

£525 PCM

•     2 bedrooms
•     Close to town centre
•     Shared garden
•     EPC Rating: E (41)
•     Landlord Reg No:  
        339143/130/07511

LONGSDALE TERRACE, OBAN

Recently renovated 2 bedroom flat in popular residential 
area. This spacious home has two double bedrooms, a 
large lounge with balcony and kitchen with white goods 
provided. There is the option to have a bed and basic storage 
on request. This flat is ready to move in to. Rent excludes 
council tax (band B) and utilities (electric heating). EPC D64. 
Landlord registration: 79400/130/07590. AVAILABLE NOW!

£550 PCM

SOROBA ROAD, ARGYLL

This large 3 bedroom top floor flat located close to Oban 
town centre offers spacious accommodation with large 
windows and high ceilings. Recently redecorated through-
out the property comprises of 2 double bedrooms, 1 single 
Bedroom, family bathroom, large lounge & kitchen with 
dining area. Rent excludes council tax (Band C) & utilities. 
Deposit & references required. EPC E53. Landlord Reg 
149580/130/06310 Available June.

£600 PCM

•     3 bedroom flat
•     Unfurnished
•     Town centre location
•      Recently redecorated
•     High ceilings

•     Two bedroom flat
•     On street shared 
        parking available
•     Newly decorated throughout
•     Part furnished

LATEST NEWS FROM DAWSONS

DAWSONS, Argyll’s oldest independent fi rm 
of residential sales and lettings agents are 
delighted to announce the appointment of 
Lise Williamson MacDougall, who brings many 
years of experience in the local property market 
to the fi rm.

The recruitment of Lise as an estate agent helps 
Dawsons to expand their bespoke residential 
sales business and allows Mandy Carmichael, 
the owner, to further develop their services in 
Lochaber, an area which is of particular interest 
to her as she is originally from Fort William.  It 
will also allow them to have a stronger presence 

on the Islands, in 
particular the Island 
of Mull.

Since 1974 
Dawsons has 
provided expert 
residential sales 
and lettings services throughout the West 
Highlands and Islands and the team builds on 
this rich heritage with an innovative and forward 
thinking approach.  They are passionate about 
delivering exceptional customer care and 
are keen to ensure they always meet their 
clients’ every need.  From the fi rst visit to your 
property where they will value your home to the 

conclusion of your 
sale Mandy, Neil and 
Lise are always on 
hand to guide each 
client through this 
stressful time.  ‘We 
pride ourselves on our 

professional and realistic approach’, said Neil 
Fraser, who has an unrivalled local knowledge, 
having been involved in the housing market 
in the area for more than 35 years.  Mandy 
added, ‘Our clients are all so different, as are 
their properties, so our bespoke brochures and 
marketing approach are always tailored to suit 
each client’s particular requirements.  We treat 

each property as if it were our own.’
With their offi ce occupying an excellent 

position, with a prominent and extensive 
window display, right in the centre of Oban, 
Dawsons own website presence, together 
with membership of Rightmove, Zoopla and 
Primelocation and being one of only 2 agents 
in Scotland who are part of the London based 
Mayfair Offi ce marketing group, means that 
there is nobody better qualifi ed than Dawsons 
to handle the sale of your property in Argyll and 
Lochaber.

 OBAN

 Deceptively Spacious Family Home With Superb
Seascape Views In A Sought After  Residential Area

Sitting Room : Dining Room : Lounge : Kitchen
 4 Bedrooms : Bathroom : Shower Room

Double Glazing : Electric Heating
Established Garden : Garage : Timber Store : EPC  E

Guide Price £275,000

SOUTH BALLACHULISH

Most Appealing Detached Home Situated In An Elevated
Position Commanding Lovely Views Towards

 Bishop’s Bay And The Pap Of Glencoe
Lounge : Sitting Room : Conservatory : Dining/Kitchen
Utility Room : Shower Room : 4 Bedrooms (2 En-Suite)

Established Garden Grounds : EPC E

Guide Price £290,000

CONNEL

Beautifully Appointed Traditional Detached Home With
Outstanding Views Over The Falls Of Lora

Conservatory : Drawing Room : Dining/Music Room
Study : 4 Bedrooms (Master En Suite)

Kitchen/Breakfast Room : Utility Room : Bathroom
 Garage/Workshop  : Landscaped Garden : EPC F

Guide Price £450,000

FORT WILLIAM

An Impressive And Elegant Traditional Victorian Property
Close To The Town Centre With Outstanding Views

Lounge/Dining Room : Breakfast Room : Sitting Room
Study : Kitchen :  Laundry  : Principal Bedroom (En Suite)

8 Further Bedrooms (6 En Suite) : 2 Shower Rooms
Mature Gardens : Double Garage :  Workshop : EPC F

Guide Price £650,000

TAYNUILT

 Deceptively Large Detached Bungalow Pleasantly Situated
Within Easy Reach Of Village Amenities
And Enjoying Far Reaching Rural Views

Sitting Room : Lounge : Study : Dining Room : Kitchen
Principal Bedroom With En-Suite Bathroom : 3 Bedrooms

Shower Room : Integral Garage : Garden : EPC D
Guide Price £270,000

OBAN

An Imaginatively Designed Detached House With Integral
Self-Contained Flat In A Delightful Semi Rural Location

Hall : Lounge : Kitchen/Dining Room : Utility Room
3 Bedrooms (2 En-Suite) : Bathroom : Store Room
Flat - Living Room/Kitchen : Bedroom : Bathroom

Easily Maintained Garden : EPC D
Guide Price £220,000

MINARD

 Charming Semi-Detached Home Enjoying Uninterrupted
Views Over Loch Fyne In A Picturesque Village Setting

Lounge : Sitting Room : Kitchen
3 Bedrooms : Bathroom : Shower Room : Toilet

Double Glazing : Electric Heating
Delightful Garden : EPC F
Guide Price £220,000

 OBAN

Outstanding Secluded Waterside House Site In Close
Proximity To The Town With Planning Permission In

Perpetuity For A Stunning Contemporary Home
Site Extending To About ½  Acre : Log Cabin

Mains Electricity On Site
Water And Drainage Connections Adjacent

Guide Price £200,000

CONNEL

Well Appointed Modern Detached Bungalow
Pleasantly Situated In A Popular Lochside Village

Lounge/Dining/Family Room : Kitchen
3 En-Suite Bedrooms : Basement Store

Double Glazing : Electric Heating
Easily Managed Garden : EPC D

Guide Price £180,000

BALLACHULISH

Charming Semi-Detached Cottage In A Picturesque
 Village Location Close To The Shores Of  Loch Leven

Offering Deceptively Spacious Accommodation
Hall : Sitting Room : Kitchen  : 2 Bedrooms

Bathroom : Walk-In Store
Parking Area : Seating Area : EPC D

Guide Price £165,000

 OBAN

Spacious Ground Floor Flat In Need Of Some Upgrading
In An Elevated Position With Fine Open Views
And Easy Access To Facilities And Amenities

Lounge : Bedroom : Kitchen : Bathroom
Double Glazing : Mains Gas Central Heating

Low Maintenance Garden : EPC D
Guide Price £105,000

DALMALLY

 Substantial End Terraced House In Need Of Some
Modernisation Situated In A Small Residential

Development In A Delightful Rural Area
Hall : Sitting Room : Kitchen : 3 Bedrooms : Shower Room

Double Glazing : Electric Heating
Easily Managed Garden : On Street Parking : EPC F

Guide Price £85,000

 OBAN

 Deceptively Spacious Family Home With Superb
Seascape Views In A Sought After  Residential Area

Sitting Room : Dining Room : Lounge : Kitchen
 4 Bedrooms : Bathroom : Shower Room

Double Glazing : Electric Heating
Established Garden : Garage : Timber Store : EPC  E

Guide Price £275,000

SOUTH BALLACHULISH

Most Appealing Detached Home Situated In An Elevated
Position Commanding Lovely Views Towards

 Bishop’s Bay And The Pap Of Glencoe
Lounge : Sitting Room : Conservatory : Dining/Kitchen
Utility Room : Shower Room : 4 Bedrooms (2 En-Suite)

Established Garden Grounds : EPC E

Guide Price £290,000

CONNEL

Beautifully Appointed Traditional Detached Home With
Outstanding Views Over The Falls Of Lora

Conservatory : Drawing Room : Dining/Music Room
Study : 4 Bedrooms (Master En Suite)

Kitchen/Breakfast Room : Utility Room : Bathroom
 Garage/Workshop  : Landscaped Garden : EPC F

Guide Price £450,000

FORT WILLIAM

An Impressive And Elegant Traditional Victorian Property
Close To The Town Centre With Outstanding Views

Lounge/Dining Room : Breakfast Room : Sitting Room
Study : Kitchen :  Laundry  : Principal Bedroom (En Suite)

8 Further Bedrooms (6 En Suite) : 2 Shower Rooms
Mature Gardens : Double Garage :  Workshop : EPC F

Guide Price £650,000

TAYNUILT

 Deceptively Large Detached Bungalow Pleasantly Situated
Within Easy Reach Of Village Amenities
And Enjoying Far Reaching Rural Views

Sitting Room : Lounge : Study : Dining Room : Kitchen
Principal Bedroom With En-Suite Bathroom : 3 Bedrooms

Shower Room : Integral Garage : Garden : EPC D
Guide Price £270,000

OBAN

An Imaginatively Designed Detached House With Integral
Self-Contained Flat In A Delightful Semi Rural Location

Hall : Lounge : Kitchen/Dining Room : Utility Room
3 Bedrooms (2 En-Suite) : Bathroom : Store Room
Flat - Living Room/Kitchen : Bedroom : Bathroom

Easily Maintained Garden : EPC D
Guide Price £220,000

MINARD

 Charming Semi-Detached Home Enjoying Uninterrupted
Views Over Loch Fyne In A Picturesque Village Setting

Lounge : Sitting Room : Kitchen
3 Bedrooms : Bathroom : Shower Room : Toilet

Double Glazing : Electric Heating
Delightful Garden : EPC F
Guide Price £220,000

 OBAN

Outstanding Secluded Waterside House Site In Close
Proximity To The Town With Planning Permission In

Perpetuity For A Stunning Contemporary Home
Site Extending To About ½  Acre : Log Cabin

Mains Electricity On Site
Water And Drainage Connections Adjacent

Guide Price £200,000

CONNEL

Well Appointed Modern Detached Bungalow
Pleasantly Situated In A Popular Lochside Village

Lounge/Dining/Family Room : Kitchen
3 En-Suite Bedrooms : Basement Store

Double Glazing : Electric Heating
Easily Managed Garden : EPC D

Guide Price £180,000

BALLACHULISH

Charming Semi-Detached Cottage In A Picturesque
 Village Location Close To The Shores Of  Loch Leven

Offering Deceptively Spacious Accommodation
Hall : Sitting Room : Kitchen  : 2 Bedrooms

Bathroom : Walk-In Store
Parking Area : Seating Area : EPC D

Guide Price £165,000

 OBAN

Spacious Ground Floor Flat In Need Of Some Upgrading
In An Elevated Position With Fine Open Views
And Easy Access To Facilities And Amenities

Lounge : Bedroom : Kitchen : Bathroom
Double Glazing : Mains Gas Central Heating

Low Maintenance Garden : EPC D
Guide Price £105,000

DALMALLY

 Substantial End Terraced House In Need Of Some
Modernisation Situated In A Small Residential

Development In A Delightful Rural Area
Hall : Sitting Room : Kitchen : 3 Bedrooms : Shower Room

Double Glazing : Electric Heating
Easily Managed Garden : On Street Parking : EPC F

Guide Price £85,000
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Call  today on 
07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s 
FOR CASH

All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and 
models wanted. Guaranteed 

best price, no hassle, free 
collection anywhere. Land Rover 
Defender, Discovery, Freelander 

Range Rover, Vauxhall Brava, 
Toyota Hilux, Land Cruiser, 

Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, 
Nissan Navara, Terrano, Patrol, 
X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  
+ All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 

Pickups, etc. Single Vehicles or  
� eet purchases. Any age nearly 

new or old, any conditions 
from perfect to written o� , 

non runners, rotten, no MOT, 
high mileage, blown engine, 

overheating etc. Cash in hand, 
no hassle, best cash price 

guaranteed.

Tel: 07885 203020 or email 
gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
Wanted all types of motorhomes and 
caravanettes.  Any age or condition.  

We also buy water damaged or in 
need of repair.  Also all types of 

touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Tel 07703490572 
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner 
or not, high miles no problem.

Phone or text 07712625335

MITSUBISHI L200
space cab, 08
plate, 77000 miles 
with service history.  
1 owner from new, 
fantastic condition 
inside and out, has 
to be seen to fully 
appreciate£5,450 no VATFor full details phone

07733 260726 (Dalmally)

2000 DISCOVERY TD5
Special 
Edition 
115,000 
miles

£4,100
ono

 For full details phone

07733 260726 (Dalmally)

2001 SWIFT CHALLENGER 480SE
Two Berth 
Deluxe. 
Fully 
Equipped.

£2,800
ono

CARAVANTIMES

07711 257090
peter.brummitt@cmimanagement.co.uk

BAILEY PAGEANT BORDEAUX 4 BERTH (2004)
Fixed rear double 
bed, VGC, All usual 
caravan facilities. 
Storm porch awning 
included in price. Can 
email more photos if 
required. (Van located 
Oban - local delivery 
possible)

£5,250

07712 625335

MITSUBISHI L200
05 plate, space 
cab, 105,000 miles, 
service history, 
MoT one year, 
has to be seen to 
fully appreciate 
condition. Delivery 
can be arranged.£2,995 no vat

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer
New and Pre-Reg Renaults ready for immediate delivery

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US

R E N AU LT

ALL New CLIO

All  New SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small selection of cars 
currently in our showrooms

IMAGE SHOWN *ALL NEW RENAULT MEGANE

USED CARS

66 Renault Captur DYN NAV DCi, Orange, delivery mileage ...............  £13,800
16 Renault Clio Dyn Nav TCE, 5Dr,  H/B, White, Delivery Mileage ........ £12,150
65 Dacia Duster Laureate, DCi, 4x2, Black, 5,500 Miles ....................... £11,995
65 Dacia Sandero AMB 1.2, White, 6000 Miles ..................................... £5,450
14 Renault Scenic DYN, 1.5 DCi, T/T, Black, 16,500 Miles .. ........... ......£11,850
14 Renault Captur,  NAV DCi, Orange/ Black, 22,000 Miles .................... £9600
14 Dacia Duster Laureate 4x4, Grey, 30,000 Miles ................................ £9,450
14 Dacia Stepway AMB TCe, Black, 15,400 Miles ................................... £6,450
63 Renault Clio DYN, 1.5 DCi, 5 Dr H/B, Black, 42,000 Miles  .................. £7450
62/13 Renault Megane DYN, 1.6, Coupe, Silver, 18,000 Miles............... £7,450
13 Dacia Duster DCi 4x2, Blue, 31,000 Miles .......................................... £8400
13 Hyundai Active, 1.2, 5Dr, H/B, Grey, 28,000 Miles ............................ £5,000
61 Mini Cooper 1.6 S, Blue, 45,000 Miles .............................................. £8,500
12 Renault Megan I- Music DCI 5Dr H/B, Blue, 59,000 Miles ................. £5,650
11 VW Polo SEL TSi 1.2, 5Dr, Red, 34,000 Miles ..................................... £7,550
11 Renault Megan Coupe, GT-Line TCE, Blue, 25,000 Miles................... £6,250
10 Renault Grande Modus DYN, TCE, 1.2, Blue, 31,000 Miles ................ £3,500
09 Ford Focus Zetec 100 1.6, 5Dr, Black, 84,000 Miles ......... ........... .....£4,250

COMMERCIALS

64 Vauxhall Combo CDTi, White, 5600 Miles ................................ £6,750+VAT
63 Renault tra�  c, LL29, DCi, White, 10200 Miles, ....................... £8,500+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ..........................................................£6,750 +VAT
08 Ford Transit Connect, 1.8 TDL White ........................................ £2,750+VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White..................................................................POA

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Scenic 1.6                     Renault Laguna                         Citroen Picasso
Megan DCi                                    Clio 1.4                                         Fiat Bravo

Tel 01631 571114

BLUE VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT 2.0 TDI

Highline, � rst registered Jan 2010.
Regularly serviced, MoT unitl 21/1/18. 

Volkswagen emission recall completed,
 mileage 25,600.

£5,220

01631 760337 (after 4pm)

PIONEER 15’
Electric start, 25 
hp trim and tilt,
 � sh � ner, centre 
console, 
quite new, very 
good condition.

£7,000

NEWCAR 
INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

2017/17 ISUZU D-MAX ARCTIC TRUCK AT35 
VISION PACK, BLACK NEW VEHICLE, BEAT THE WAITING LIST 
£35995 + VAT

2016/16 Isuzu D-Max Fury Magma Red, One owner,

Limited Edition 4303 Miles ................................................... £18995 + VAT
2015/15 Isuzu D-Max Utah Nautilius Blue, Leather, 

One owner, 24923 miles ......................................................  £18495 + VAT
2016/ 6 Subaru BRZ SE Lux Silver Manual Leather/

Alcantara seats only 5156 miles  ........................................................£19995
2015/65 Subaru Levorg GT White, STI bodykit, 

Immaculate condition, 18105 miles  ...................................................£19995
2012/12 Mitsibushi L200 DI-DWarrior Double cab
Black, Canopy, Leather Interior, 43228 Miles  ....................£11495 + VAT
2014/64 Audi Q5 TDI Quattro S Line Plus, White,

Leather, Sat Nav, Stunning Car, 21760 miles  ..................................£26995
2012/12 BMW X5 XDrive 30D SE Automatic, Diesel, 

Leather Metallic Blue, 45069 miles  ...................................................£20995
2009/59 BMW M3 Black, Full leather, Automatic, 

Outstanding performance, 55732 miles now only  ..........................£20995
2012/12 Range Rover Sport HSE, White, Full Leather,

Stunning Car 59985 Miles .................................................................. £25895
2012/12 LandRover Freelander SD4 XS Automatic, Diesel, 

Leather/Alcantara seats, Silver, 31702 miles  ...................................£15995
2014/14 Mercedes-Benz GL Class GL350 CDI AMG Sport, 

Diesel, Black with Beige Interior, 7 Seats,Fantastic spec  ..............£42995
2014/14 Volvo XC70 D5 SE LUX AWD Blue, Diesel, Auto, 

Leather Interior, 42987 miles  ................................................£19495
2012/12 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 NTEC+ Black, Diesel,

Diamond Cut Alloys, 58932 miles  ...........................................£8495
2011/11 Alfa Romeo Giulietta JTDM-2 Veloce Manual, 

Diesel, Silver 58642 miles ....................................................................  £6995

Tel 01770 700382 (Arran)

MOTORHOME FIAT DIESEL 2004 2.8 TURBO
Benimar conversion, 
5 berth,all mod cons,
12 mths MOT. 
25000 miles.

 £18,500
STODDARTS OF OBAN 01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

SPECIAL OFFER NEW PIONER 13FT
Fitted with new 
Yamaha 5HP
ONLY £3,600 I.V. 
SAVE £400
COMES WITH 
YAMAHA 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY

STODDARTS OF OBAN 01631 564176/07799692072
john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

HONDA TRX500 FM1

2/4 WD Latest Model 
2015, 1,478 Hrs Fully 
Serviced, Tyres as new, 
12 mths warranty, 
undersealed, exc cond
£5,900+VAT
delivery&� nance 
arranged

SAILINGTIMES

01631 720414

16FT ORKNEY BOAT
16ft Orkney boat 
with trailer and 15HP 
Mariner 2-stroke 
outboard. Also 
included oars, raulics, 
anchor and chain. 
Boat and trailer in 
excellent condition.
£2,600

Call John: 01586 830303

2006 MERCEDES ML 320 CDI SE
Diesel, 4X4, 118,000 
miles, service 
history, 7 speed 
Automatic, metallic 
silver, MOT January 
2018, very good 
condition

£5,750 ONO

Telephone 07864 574221

2005 HONDA CIVIC S-TYPE
73000 mls, 
petrol, 
manual, 2 
keys, MOT 
March ‘18

£1,100
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SsangYong has announced an increase in the 
towing capacity of its Musso one-tonne pick-up 
to 3,500kg following approval by the VCA – the 
UK Vehicle Certifi cation Agency responsible for 
vehicle type approval.

Powered by a smooth and refi ned 2.2-litre Euro 
6 turbo-diesel engine, the Musso pick-up delivers 
huge value. 

Designed to appeal to those who need a 
competitively priced work truck, the practicality of 
four-wheel drive, the towing capability to haul up 
to 3.5 tonnes yet also the appointments of a family 
car, it’s ideal for towing a horse box, boat or work 
trailer. 

‘This is great news for customers looking for 
a value-for-money pick-up and who need to 
tow a heavy trailer,’ says Paul Williams, CEO of 
SsangYong Motor UK.

‘With one of the most powerful engines in its 
class, a refi ned automatic gearbox and car-like 
ride – thanks to its multilink rear suspension – 
Musso sales have really taken off since its launch 
last autumn,’ adds Mr Williams. 

‘Tough and robust with a specifi cation, price and 
warranty no others can match, the facts clearly 
position the Musso as the top value truck in the 
pick-up market.’ 

The Musso features a newly developed Euro 
6 turbo-diesel engine to meet the demand for 

a more powerful performance and lower CO2 
emissions at the same time. 

Maximum power is 178PS and torque 400Nm, 
with maximum torque delivered from a low of 
1,400rpm and maintained through a wide range 
up to 2,800rpm for smooth, progressive driving 
from the start.

The Musso is fi tted with multilink rear suspension 
and progressive rear coil springs – the only pick-up 
at this price to offer such a system – which gives 
a relaxed and comfortable car-like ride, while also 
carrying over a tonne weight on its load deck. 

There are two models in the range. 
The SE includes a new-look front grille and 

dashboard, as well as silver fi nish 18” alloy 
wheels and hard wearing ‘leather look’ TPU seat 
upholstery. It is priced from just £16,395 excluding 
VAT. 

The EX is distinguished by black 18” alloy wheels, 
roof rails, front LED daytime running lights, leather  
heated front seats, power-operated driver’s seat, 
automatic air conditioning, automatic headlights, 
rain sensing wipers, 7” touchscreen RDS radio 
with iPod and Bluetooth. 

The EX with manual transmission is priced at 
£18,395 excluding VAT, and with a six-speed Aisin 
automatic £19,395 excluding VAT.

Five-year limitless mileage warranty
As with all models in the SsangYong LCV range, 

the Musso one tonne pick-up is covered by a fi ve-
year limitless mileage warranty. 

Designed to be totally transparent and give 
customers complete peace of mind, ‘limitless’ 
means just that: not a maximum mileage condition 
that some brands impose in their small print. 

All the major mechanical components are 
covered, including wheel bearings, suspension 
joints and bushes, steering joints, shock absorbers 
and even the audio system. 

Wearable components such as clutch discs and 
brake friction materials which could have their life 
reduced by poor driving are covered for one year 
or 12,000 miles, and the battery and paintwork for 
three years.

SsangYong cars are manufactured in South 
Korea by SsangYong Motor, which is 73 per cent 
owned by the Indian engineering conglomerate 
Mahindra & Mahindra, and imported into the UK 
by SsangYong Motor UK. 

Established in 1954 it is Korea’s oldest vehicle 
manufacturer and only 4x4 and SUV specialist 
producer. 

There are currently some 60 SsangYong dealers 
covering England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales, with new locations being added to the 
network all the time. 

Further information is available from: www.
henrys-cars.com/ssangyong.

SSANGYONG MUSSO ONE-TONNE PICK-UP – NOW 
WITH 3.5-TONNE TOWING CAPACITY

•  Towing capability increased to 3.5 tonnes
•  1 tonne payload and 2.04m2 load bed to  
        carry a Euro pallet

•  2.2 litre Euro 6 turbo-diesel engine
•  6-speed manual transmission

•  Or 6-speed Aisin automatic transmission
•  Best value pick-up from just £16,395 ex VAT 

16 16     ISUZU DMAX YUKON EXTENDED CAB
2.5 MANUAL, 5500 MILES ...............................................................£19995+VAT
16 16     ISUZU DMAX EIGER DOUBLE CAB
2.5 MANUAL, 3000 MILES ................................................£18500+VAT
15 15     ISUZU DMAX YUKON DOUBLE CAB
2.5 MANUAL 17878 MILES ..............................................................£16995+VAT
14 14     ISUZU DMAX YUKON DOUBLE CAB
2.5 MANUAL 32048 MILES ...............................................£14995+VAT
12 62     ISUZU DMAX UTAH DOUBLE CAB
2.5 AUTOMATIC 39850 MILES ...........................................£14500+VAT
14 14     ISUZU DMAX YUKON DOUBLE CAB
2.5 MANUAL 64698 MILES ..............................................................£14500+VAT
14 14     ISUZU DMAX STANDARD DOUBLE CAB
2.5 MANUAL 9000 MILES .................................................£14495+VAT

S&S SERVICES USED CAR LIST

Full stock list available on our website www.sandsservices.co.uk
Excellent fi nance packages available.

Tel: 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S

Slipway Autos Ltd
Unit 3a Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NB

Tel/fax - 01397 772404
MOT Testing (Classes 4, 5 & 7) Servicing, repairs and bodywork repairs

Mobile - 07956 764375 (Martin - Salesman)
We can also source new and used cars to suit your requirements

All above vehicles come with warranty  - Finance available on request

VW Polo 1.0S
15 – 5 door h/back  -  16,700 miles ........................................ £8,100
VW Polo 1.2 Diesel Match
62 – 5 door h/back  -  22,551 miles ........................................ £7,595
VX Astra 1.6
13 – 5 door h/back  -  9,671 miles .......................................... £8,249
Ford Focus Zetec (Auto)
63 – 5 door Estate  -  14,500 miles......................................... £8,950
Peugeot 2008 Hdi Access Plus
63 – 5 door h/back -  20,608 miles ......................................... £7,850
VX Zafi ra Exclusive
10 – 5 door h/back (7 seats)  -  40,459 miles ......................... £4,650
Skoda Octavia SE Tdi
15 – 5 dr h/back  - 21,000 miles ........................................... £12,495
VW Golf 1.6 SE Tdi
10 – 5 door h/back  -  53,203.................................................. £6,250
VW Caddy Van
64 – 1.6 Diesel  -  44,325 miles .............................................. £8,995
Citroen Nemo 
63 – 1.3 HDI  -  39,200 miles .................................................. £5,495
VW Tiguan Match Tdi Blue Motion Tech DSG
15 - 5 door, 20,700 miles  ..................................................... £17,995
Dodge Nitro
57 – 4 x 4 CRD  -  63,808 miles ............................................. £4,550

NEW STOCK ARRIVING SOON



 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BELLING COOKING 
RANGE all electric, 
90cm, stainless steel 
double oven, 5 ring hob 
with extraction hood 
and chimney, excellent 
condition. £380 ono. 
Telephone 01631 563046

 DOMESTIC PETS

PEDIGREE SPRING-
ER SPANIEL PUPS 
L/W ready in 3 weeks. 
£375. Telephone 07919 
390888 (Oban)

 EQUESTRIAN
STUBBEN 17 1/2” Brown 
Leather Medium Jumping 
Saddle in excellent con-
dition. £280. Telephone 
01369 810226²

 FARMING 
EQUIPMENT

BIG BYRE BARROW, 
lightweight, good for 
croft or farm. £30. Tel 
07765 989365

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

MOBILITY

OBAN BLINDS

STATIONERY

TRADE SUPPLIES

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Kitchens, Glazing, Windows & Doors, Roofl ights, Flat Roofs, Roofl ine, 
Porches, Conservatories, Sun Rooms, Extensions, New Builds 
including Architectural Services

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

FIREARMS

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED

ANY AGE OR CONDITION CONSIDERED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN GOOD QUALITY 

S/S OR O/U SHOTGUNS BY
LEADING MANUFACTURERS

TELephone: 01250 872056
info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

CHIMNEY SERVICES

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

PORTABLE SITES

SCOTTISH COTTAGES

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

facebook
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PROPERTY SERVICES

MALFRIZE
PUPPIES

beautiful white fl uffy pups, 
both parents family pets 
and can be seen. Ready 

May 5 and will be vet 
checked, chipped, wormed 

and insured.
Deposit secures.

£695
Tel 01567 830363
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GARDEN SERVICE & REPAIRS

 BABY EQUIPMENT
MOSES BASKET brand 
new from Tesco Direct, 
still in box, with stand. 
Suit either boy or girl, 
£20 Telephone 07843 
224814

 BICYCLES
GENTS MOUNTAIN 
BIKE Silver Fox, good 
condition, £40 Tele-
phone 07765 989365
TWO BICYCLES one 
mens diamond back all 
terrain, derailleur gears 
etc, in good working 
order £40, one ladies 
hybrid Apollo, derail-
leur gears etc, good 
condition, £50 each or 
both for £80. Telephone 
01583 431635

 BUILDING / DIY
3 SECTION Heavy Duty 
Extension Ladders plus 
roof ladder. Lochgilp-
head area.  £200. Tele-
phone 07799 696205²
BANDING MACHINE 
hand held, complete 
with box and instruc-
tions with two rolls of 
plastic banding tape, 
box of securing clips 
and dispensing trolley, 
bargain. £50 Telephone 
07788 993806
ELECTRIC TILE CUT-
TER Powercraft 600w, 
used on one project 
only. £50 Telephone 
07788 993806
NORBOARD LOFT 
FLOORING - 8 mois-
ture resistant loft 
fl ooring boards  L2.4m 
W600mm 18mm thick, 
used but very good con-
dition. Buyers collect. 

£5 each. Telephone 
01631 563096
PIPE THREADING KIT 
new and unused. Ratchet 
die stock, dies ¼” 3/8”, ½”, 
¾”, 1”, 1¼”. Two piece 
handle. Bent nose pipe 
wrench, water pump pli-
ers, pipe cutter 10-60mm. 
Cost £120, half price 
bargain. £60. Telephone 
07788 993806

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER 

£250
PEUGEOT 306 1.4-
5DR 1995 Peugeot 
306. 68k miles, Good 
runner. 4 new tyres. 
Needs work, no MOT, 
hence selling as spares 
or repair. Benderloch. 
£150.  Telephone 01631 
720114²

 CLOTHES, 
SHOES AND 

ACCESSORIES
2 YACHTING COATS 
with detachable quilted 
linings. Red with high 
viz strips on pockets 
and hoods. Mens medi-
um and ladies medium. 
£45 each. Telephone 
01631 710550

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

IBM THINKVISION 
L200P 20.1 INC 
Computer monitor. 
1600x1200 resolution. 
VGA and DVI Connec-
tors. Excellent condi-
tion. £12. Telephone 
01852 300276.
SAMSUNG GALAXY 
Tab 2, 10 inch tablet. 
Good working order. 
£40.  Telephone 01546 
606085

SACK BARROW heavy 
duty, new wheels. 
£20. Telephone 07765 
989365

 FIREARMS
CZ 455 .22LR Varmint 
barrel, including mod-
erator and scope. Lam-
inate thumb hole stock, 
little use since bought 
brand new. FAC only. 
£450. Telephone 07402 
302408

 FURNITURE
2 RATTAN CHAIRS in 
brown with cream seat 
cushions, suit outside 
or conservatory. Photos 
available by email :ush-
ers@ushers.eu   £40 
each. Telephone 01631 
710550
3 SEATER SOFA BED 
Good quality with fold-
out metal framed bed 
and mattress. Surplus 
to requirements. £50. 
Telephone 01852 
300276
BLACK LEATHER 
ARMCHAIR free to col-
lect. Telephone 01546 
600045
DOUBLE DIVAN 
BED complete with 
luxury memory foam 
reversible orthopaedic 
mattress brand new 
and still in package cost 
£599 will accept £180 
can deliver. Telephone 
07555 644702
IKEA POANG BIRCH 
CHAIR classic Poang 
design chair. Birch 
frame, webbing material 
and headrest. Unused 
and condition as new. 
£15.  Telephone 01852 
300276

OAK BOOKCASE Ikea 
Oak effect tall Billy 
Bookcase 80 x 30 x 
202 with glass doors 
and two glass shelves. 
In excellent condition. 
£45. Telephone 01855 
821086
PINE SINGLE BED with 
memory foam mattress. 
£30. Telephone 07810 
810818
WHITE BEDSIDE 
CHEST new, still in box. 
£35. Telephone 01546 
600045

 GARDEN
ELECTRIC GARDEN 
SHREDDER Sovereign 
Silent SQS2501, vgc as 
hardly used. Maximum 
diameter of material 
for shredding 40mm. 
£60. Telephone 07788 
993806
GARDEN UMBREL-
LA large, tilting, red, 
excellent condition. 
£30.  Telephone 01546 
600045
GAZEBO/SHELTER 
heavy duty, 10’x10’x9’. 
As new condition, used 
once. Poles numbered 
for ease of assembly. 
Windows on both sides, 
both ends roll up for ac-
cess as required or can 
be used without walls 
altogether. Guy lines 
and pegs included for 
extra stability. £50. Tele-
phone 07788 993806
QUALITY METAL 
SUPPORT gazebo. 
£60. Telephone 01546 
600045
STONE DONKEY fi lled 
planter, really lovely. £25 
Telephone 01546 600045

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and 
Pink colours in stock 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

SKY HD PLUS BOX 
almost new, only used 
twice. Reason for 
sale upgraded to Sky 
Q. Remote included. 
£25. Telephone 07843 
224814

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

DOUBLE AIRBED full 
double box fl ocked 
airbed infl ated size 
195x140x20cm used 
once (very good con-
dition) £10. Telephone 
01631 563096
PICNIC TABLE folding, 
L.72cm D.55cm H.70cm 
, white coated alumin-
ium legs and sturdy 
plastic top, as good as 
new.  £10. Telephone 
01631 563096
PICNIC TABLE PACK in 
carry case, never used. 
£25. Telephone 01546 
600045
SLEEPING BAGS two 
single, suitable to zip 
together, brand new, 
colour blue. £10 Tele-
phone 01631 563096

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring 
spectacular photogra-

phy of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and moun-
tains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lo-
mond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always 
a popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk  or telephone 
01371 851868
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places in-
clude: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 
offi ces or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk  
or telephone 01371 
851868

 MARINE UNDER 
£250

MARINE VHF RADIO 
Hosun 55 VHF radio 
and SWR meter, with 
notes.  Complete with 
all cables, mic etc. Was 
working recently but no 
guarantee! £40. Tele-
phone 01852 300444

 MISCELLANEOUS
PROJECTOR SCREEN 
125x125cm portable 
tripod screen, vgc. 
£10.Telephone 07788 
993806.

TROUSER PRESS 
Corby, mahogany col-
our with black trim. Free 
standing with hanger for 
coats.  In excellent con-
dition. £50. Telephone 
01855 821086
TROUSER PRESS 
Morphy Richards, free 
standing, matt grey. 
In excellent condition.  
£40. Telephone 01855 
821086

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

BLACK OPTIMUS SV 
fl ip front motorcycle 
helmet, size 59-60cm 
(large), grey/black 
colour scheme with 
safety yellow fl ashes, 
clear and tinted visors, 
in original box with 
instructions and carry 
bag. Worn once (wrong 
size) £35 Telephone 
01546 602839
GIVI 36 LITRE Top 
Case, hardly used, new 
condition with spare 
key. £35. Telephone 
01546 602839
M O T O R C Y C L E /
MOPED HELMET open 
face helmet with visor. 
In box and unused, 
size XL (61-62cm). 
£10. Telephone 07788 
993806

 PET 
ACCESSORIES

2 LARGE DOG CAGES 
good condition, little 
used. £20 each. Tele-
phone 07765 989365
AQUARIUM WITH 
CABINET Juwel vision 
260 L, curved front 
glass dual strip lighting, 
external fi lter 1000L/H 

Heater, silk plants and 
ornaments. £99. Tele-
phone 01546 605251
DOG GUARD non 
adjustable dog guard 
suitable for small hatch-
back cars, like new. 
£20. Telephone 07780 
795870

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL Market your 
business effectively 
with professionally de-
signed leafl ets, posters 
and fl yers from Krisp 
Print. Telephone 01586 
554975
THANK YOU CARDS 
New baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp 
Print. Telephone 01586 
554975

 TOYS AND GAMES
TRAMPOLINE 8ft tram-
poline with netting free 
to good home. Tele-
phone 01546 605251
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OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Editorial

Newsdesk
Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Chief reporter
Louise Glen
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Senior reporter
Monica Gibson
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  supervisor
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Director of Advertising
Nicky Murphy
nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk

Senior reporter
Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Ellie Forbes
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Katie Carabine
reporter@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

Advertising  supervisor

mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Thursday 20 April, 2017

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the 
following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, 
decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee 
the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement 
shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order 

by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing 
which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction 
of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by 
the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll 
Sheriff Court or such other Court as 
the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, 
misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either 
re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or 

adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made 
where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances 
shall the total liability of the Publisher for 
any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price 
paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which 
liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more 
of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance 
of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 
must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by 
the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of 
non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis 
from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late 
payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow 
any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: 
(01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Offi ce. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Advertising  executive
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How Many Stars?
As a boy, lying on my bed, fascinated 

by the stars I see through the window, 
I wonder which the furthest star is and 
what lies beyond it? Astronomers esti-
mate that there are 100 thousand million 
stars in our galaxy, the Milky Way and 
that there are millions upon millions 
of other galaxies. There are more stars 
than grains of sand on planet Earth. But 

yet more, any light coming from beyond 
the visible universe has not had enough 
time since the ‘Big Bang’ to reach us. 
And as the universe is expanding faster 
than the speed of light, we will never, 
ever be able to see what lies beyond our 
visible universe. Even the most powerful 
science can’t reveal what lies beyond the 
boundaries of time and space. So do we 
long to know the beating heart at the 

centre of the universe, that love which 
fills the whole universe?

‘May you have the power to under-
stand, as all God’s people should, how 
wide, how long, how high, and how deep, 
His love is.’ Eph. 3:18

Thought  for the week

David James,
 Glencruitten House

‘Christ, (who) descended to our lowly world…is the one who ascended higher than all the heavens so that 
he might fi ll the entire universe with himself.’ Eph. 4:9-10

Iona Community’s newly-elected 
leader hopes he can ‘fi nd new 
ways to touch the hearts of all’
DR MICHAEL 
Marten, 48, was voted 
the next leader of the 
Iona Community by a 
membership of just over 
280. Dr Marten, who 
identifies himself as a 
Presbyterian-Quaker, is 
the first lay person in the 
seven-year role, but has 
been a member of the 
community since 1993.

‘I feel very excited, 
somewhat daunted,’ he 
told The Oban Times. 
‘There’s a line of eight 
illustrious predecessors, 
and I am following in the 
footsteps of people I hold 
in very high regard.

‘I view this as a 
great opportunity to 
do something for the 
community which has 
been a home for me for a 
quarter of a century, and I 
hope I can give something 
back.’

Dr Marten married 
Sigrid in 1994, who 
shortly thereafter became 
a Church of Scotland 
minister, and then 
completed a PhD in church 
history and interfaith 
theology in 2003, before 
teaching Middle East 
politics at the University 
of London and religion at 
Stirling University from 
2008-15. Most recently 
he has been employed by 
the Iona Community as its 
support services manager.

Marlene Finlayson, 
convener of the council  
of the Iona   Community, 
said: ‘Members can look 
forward to a dynamic 
and energetic leadership. 
Michael brings to the 
leadership not only 
wide experience of a 
variety of roles within 
the community, but 
an active commitment 
to justice, peace and 
environmental issues, 
and ongoing involvement 
in development and 

campaigning issues, 
especially related to the 
wider Middle East and 
Christian-Jewish-Muslim 
relations.’

Outlining his vision, 
Dr Marten said: ‘We 
face a radically different 
landscape to when I joined 
the community a quarter 
of a century ago, never 
mind compared to when 
George MacLeod founded 
it in 1938.

‘We now live in a post-
Christendom and even 
post-church context: 
churches are no longer the 
default for engaging with 
Christian spirituality. 

‘While many members 
are still very involved 
in churches, others are 
just holding on by their 
fingertips, have left 
altogether or have adopted 
multiple identities – and 
I’d include myself in these 
latter groups.

‘These apparent 
contra dictions are 
to be embraced, not 
shunned, for they offer 
us new insights into what 
Christian life in the 21st 
century could be.

‘George MacLeod wrote 
a prayer in which he urged 
that we be taken “outside 
holiness, out to where 
soldiers curse and nations 

clash at the crossroads of 
the world”. The community 
has always encouraged 
exploration of what being 
“outside holiness” means, 
including new models of 
community living on Iona 
and Mull, the creation of 
new worship resources, 
new ways of engagement 
with the global church, 
and experiments in local 
activism.

‘As we face a resurgent 
populist right and the 
increasingly hostile 
impacts of individualised 
neo-liberalism, the Iona 
Community can offer 
an alternative model 
of human interaction, 
centred on meaningful 
relationships where all are 
welcomed, all are valued, 
and the crossroads of the 
world becomes a meeting 
place, rather than a place 
of conflict.

‘That, I am convinced, 
is where we need to be, in 
Scotland and the UK, in a 
wider European context, 
and globally.’

The Rev Peter 
Macdonald continues as 
leader until the summer, 
when Dr Marten succeeds 
him.

BIRTHS
THWAITES – Colin and 
Rachel are delighted to 
announce the birth of their son 
Rhuaridh Macmillan on March 
30, 2017 at the Queen Elizabeth 
University Hospital, Glasgow.
The fi rst grandchild for Judy 
and Roger, and for Sandra and 
Gerard Moon.

DEATHS
BONI - Anthony Joseph. 
On Easter Sunday suddenly 
but peacefully at home in his 
beloved Spain. Husband of the 
late Catherine Bell, father of 
Carole, Joe and the late Liz and 
Tony. Hasta la vista.
DRUMMOND - Peacefully on 
Sunday  April 16, 2017, David 
Henderson Drummond, beloved 
husband of the late Grace 
Drummond (nee Mullen). Lately 
of Eadar Glinn (previously 
Dunmar Court). Only brother 
of the late Iain Drummond and 
dear brother-in-law, uncle and 
great uncle to many. Deeply 
loved and missed by all. Funeral 
service will place at Oban Parish 
Church on  April 24, 2017 at 
1 pm, thereafter to  Pennyfuir 
Cemetery. All family and friends 
respectfully invited. Family 
fl owers only. Collection for 
Eadar Glinn residents comfort 
fund.
GRANT - Peacefully at his 
home in Greenhithe, Auckland, 
New Zealand, Ewen Paton Grant 
on April 14, 2017, aged 62 years. 
Formerly of Kinlochleven and 
Glencoe. Much loved husband 
of Julie, father of Jack and Rory 
and brother of John.
WILLS - Susan. loving wife of 
Rodney for 69 years, cherished 
mother of Christine and the 
late Anne, grandmother and 
great grandmother, in her 92nd 
year. Previously of Barcaldine, 
died on the 17th April in the 
loving care of all the staff 
of Blenham House Nursing 
Home Edinburgh. Funeral 
at Warriston Crematorium 
Cloister Chapel on Friday 28 
April at 3.30pm to which all 
are welcome.  Family flowers 
only please but donations can 
be made in aid of Blenham 
House.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MORANS - The family of the 
late Eddie Morans would like 

to express their sincere thanks 
and gratitude for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy and 
support received in their recent 
bereavement. Thanks also to 
all, for fl owers, cards, food and 
home baking. Special thanks 
to Dr Spink and staff at Tarbert 
Medical Practice and ambulance 
personnel, Dr Philips, Dr 
Helliwell, Sister Linda Anderson 
and staff at Mid Argyll Hospital 
for all the kind care and 
attention received.  Thanks 
also to special family friends, 
Euan and Cathanna Smith, 
Anne Maclachlan and Sandra 
Mackenzie for all their support 
and kindness. A very special 
thanks to Rev Robert MacLeod 
(a rare gem and a very special 
man) for his visits to Eddie, 
both at home and in hospital and 
for a comforting and uplifting 
service.  Sincere thanks also to 
Stan Lupton Funeral Directors 
for professional handling of 
all arrangements and attention 
to detail, West Loch Hotel for 
excellent catering and to all who 
paid their last respects at church 
and graveside, some travelling 
from USA, Callender, Yorkshire 
and other distances. Donations 
for Tarbert Free Church raised 
£506.50. A devoted brother 
who will be very sadly missed. 
This world is not conclusion.  A 
sequel lies beyond.

MEMORIAMS
BLACK – In loving memory 
of our granny Charlotte, who 
passed away April 23, 2015.
A daily thought, a silent tear
Always wishing you were here
- John and Charlene.
BUCHANAN – Willie Gerard. 
Forever in our hearts and especially 
remembered on April 23.
- By Anne, Mary, Katy, Hugh, 
Ali and Jack, Molly and all the 
Morar family.
CAMPBELL - Cherished 
memories of my dear son 
Richard, who passed away April 
15, 2015. One day the Angels 
came
To take him home
Away from his life of pain
Will miss you forever Richard.
RIP. - Mum.
CAMPBELL - Richard (Digger), 
passed away April 15, 2015. Gone 
are the days we used to share
But in our hearts you’re always there.
- Your sister Diana, Mel, 

Plans afoot for new St Columba pilgrim way
THIS year the General As-
sembly of the Church of Scot-
land will be asked to reverse 
centuries of hostility to the 
ancient practice of pilgrimage 
and to affirm its place within 
the life of the church.

The Camino de Santiago, 
Europe’s most popular 
pilgrimage route, attracts 
250,000 pilgrims annually. 
Now the tradition is seeing 
a massive resurgence in 
Scotland, with six major 
pilgrimage routes under 
development, including one 
from St Andrews to Iona.

Last month the National 
Lottery announced new fund-
ing of £399,000 to develop the 
Fife Pilgrims way, a 70-mile 
route travelling from Culross 
and South Queensferry to St 
Andrews. And on Easter Sun-
day – the 900th anniversary 
of St Magnus’ death – a new 

pilgrimage route in his hon-
our was launched in Orkney.

The Rev Dr Richard Frazer, 
convener of the Kirk’s Church 
and Society Council, said: 
‘Worship comes in many 
forms and pilgrimage is one 
of them. ‘People who walk 
the Camino may not be con-
ventionally religious, but very 
few who reach Santiago de 
Compostella would deny the 
journey there was a spiritual 
experience. In a time when 
the church is looking for new 
ways to touch the hearts of all 
people, pilgrimage is a very 
powerful tool.’

In the first centuries AD, 
Jerusalem and other biblical 
sites quickly became a des-
tination for early Christians. 
Known as the People of the 
Way, those first Christians 
were instructed to journey 
so that they might spread the 

good news. They obeyed and 
over centuries the missionary 
saints became legends.

Saints and their exploits be-
came associated with special 
places: St Columba and Iona; 
St Ninian and Whithorn; St 
Cuthbert and Lindisfarne; St 
Magnus and Orkney; St Mun-
go and Glasgow; St Andrew 
and St Andrews.

During the Middle Ages, 
when pilgrimage was prac-
tised throughout Europe, 
these places became impor-
tant sites for worshippers. 
But during the Reformation 
people rebelled against abus-
es such as selling pardons for 
sins and making money from 
supposedly sacred objects 
like pieces of saints’ clothing, 
locks of hair or bones. Re-
formers viewed pilgrimages 
as superstitious and discour-
aged them, and they fell out 

of favour across Europe.
‘I think pilgrimages were 

viewed as superstition be-
cause people believed that 
you could be healed by the 
water from a special well 
or by the bones of a saint,’ 
Dr Frazer says. ‘That is why 
Robert the Bruce, who is said 
to have suffered from leprosy, 
travelled twice to Whithorn, a 
site made sacred by St Ninian.

‘But the most important 
part of pilgrimage is not the 
destination but the journey. It 
is on the journey that we meet 
others and find Christ in the 
stranger. It’s unfortunate that 
in reforming some wrongful 
practices, we may have ne-
glected a way to worship that 
is meaningful to so many.’

On the St Magnus Way, 
historians from the Uni-
versity of the Highlands 
and Islands are helping to 

Gwen, Lorna, Jim and Dylan, 
Ballachulish.
CAMPBELL – Richard taken 
on April 15, 2015.  In loving 
memory of those who are forever 
present in our hearts.
- Marina, David, Davina and 
Iona, sister, brother-in-law and 
nieces. 
CAMPBELL -  In loving 
memory of my dear father and 
grandpa, Neil Cowan Campbell, 
formerly of Tiraghoil, who died 
on April 21 2012.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Inserted by his loving daughter 
Ann, Angus, Lorne, Gordon and 
Gillian.
CURRIE - Remembering today 
and every day Caroline, died 
April 17, 1992.
Our thoughts are always with you
Your place no-one can fi ll
In life we loved you dearly 
In death we love you still.
- The Currie family, Mallaig.
JOHNSTON – Forever in our 
hearts John Boy, taken from us 
April 22, 2015.
The pain of losing you never 
goes away
You live in our hearts every 
single day
Love you always.
Sleep easy John Boy.
- Love Mum, Dad, Eilidh and 
Janine xxxx
MACALISTER – In loving 
memory of Scott, lost at sea 
April 25, 2013, aged 40.
Sadly missed by all.
- MacAlister family.
MACCORMICK - In memory 
of Morag, my dearly loved 
mother and Granny Mull, who 
died April 23, 2012, my father 
Dugie, who died December 2, 
1968 and brother Iain who died 
May 24, 1990.
Always in our thoughts
- Inserted by Ann and family.
MACINTYRE – In loving 
memory of our mum, granny 
and great-granny Rachel, who 
passed away April 21, 2016.
We hold you close within our hearts
And there you will remain 
To walk with us throughout our lives
Until we meet again
Lovingly remembered.
- Neil, Jennifer, Charles and 
families.
MACLEAN - Treasured 
memories or a dear wife, mother 
and gran Dorothy, who passed 
away April 23, 2016.

Forever loved and missed.
- Malcolm and family.
PURDEN – Precious memories 
of our son Angus.
To your resting place we travel
We place your fl owers with care
No-one knows our heartache
as we turn to leave you there
How constantly we think of you
With eyes and hearts that fi ll
With love we had for you in life
In death is stronger still
Forever in our hearts son
Love you.
- Mum and Dad x.
PURDEN - In loving memory 
of our dear brother and uncle 
Angus who closed his eyes April 
22, 1998.
Angus a ray of sunshine taken 
too young
Your smiles, your laughter
Your life was a blessing
Your memory a treasure
You’re loved beyond words
And missed beyond measure
Until we meet again.
- Frances, Andrew, Katie and 
William x.
STEELE - Precious memories 
of our sister Morven, who died 
April 20, 1984.
- Morag and Alan.
STEWART - In loving 
memory of a dear Father and 
Grandfather, Jimmy, who died 
April 25, 1989. 
Gone are the days we used to 
share,
but in our hearts you are always 
there.
-Catherine, Kenneth, Margaret 
& Families
SWAINSON – Mum. She was a 
mother so very rare
Content in her home and 
always there
On earth she toiled in heaven she 
rests
God bless you mother
You were the best.
You will always be our hero
Thank God you are wind 
beneath our wings
We miss you so much.
Back in daddy’s arms.                      
- Marie and Jacqueline.
TIMMS - Remembering with 
love a dear dad and grandad 
Arthur, who passed away April 
17, 1984. Also remembering all 
other loved ones.
Time may pass and fade away
But love and memories forever stay.
- Love Catherine, Lachie and 
family.

define the most accurate 
route and to writing the story 
that will unfold along the way. 
As well as placing waymarkers 
along the route, the Orkney 
Pilgrimage group is develop-
ing a phone app which will 
link to Bluetooth beacons that 
tell the story of St Magnus.

The Rev Dr David McNeish, 
minister for Birsay, Harray 
and Sandwick in Orkney, says 
the St Magnus Way came 
about after a small group 
of people from different 
churches came together to 
discuss a pilgrimage route on 
the island. ‘When we started 
talking about a pilgrim route 
St Magnus, who is the patron 
saint of Orkney, was the first 
person who came to mind. 
After his martyrdom on the 
island of Egilsay his body 
was brought to Birsay on the 
mainland. Then 20 years later, 

when the seat of power moved 
to Kirkwall, his bones were 
taken there. So there was 
a journey Magnus himself 
took after his death, as well 
as evidence of people making 
pilgrimage to Orkney in the 
Middle Ages.’

Dr David McNeish on the St Magnus Way.
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MARTIAL    RTSMARTIAL    RTSMARTIAL    RTS
WITH IAIN RODGER

Youth football

Youth rugby

BJJ
Oban BJJ coach Coogie Potter is preparing his competitors for up-
coming events in the BJJ calendar. Full reports to follow. The club 
is run by Iain (Coogie) Potter who trains under Marcos Nardini. 
For enquiries, contact Coogie on coogiepots@gmail.com

Kyokushinkai Karate
Oban club fighters Darryl and Charlie McLaughlin took part in the 
Kyokushin Cup tournament on April 8 in Glasgow. The brothers 
did very well with Darryl taking part in one of the toughest fights 
of the day, narrowly losing out to his much bigger opponent by just 
half a point. Charlie came away with a third place trophy, a great 
achievement in his first event of this kind. 
 Lochgilphead fighter Jodie Robertson had an unfortunate start to 
her fight as she suffered an accidental scratch on her eyeball which 
meant she could not carry on. 
 All of the competitors enjoyed the experience and are looking 
forward to their next event. Darryl is now in training for the British 
Open Cadet event in September in Crawley.

If you are interested in learning Kyokushinkai karate, contact 
Iain Rodger on 07584 166542 or iain@ikku.co.uk

Shukokai Karate
It’s business as usual for Argyll Martial Arts clubs with students 
training towards their next grades.

Beginners are always welcome at the classes. If you are interest-
ed, contact Kenny Gray on 07884 183905 or 01838 200419 or Flo 
McBurnie on 07765 931902.

Kickboxing
Saturday April 8 saw eight junior members of the Senshi Do Kick 
Boxing club travel to the ARC Gym in Glasgow to fight in The 
Kyokushin Cup full contact, knockdown rules tournament. 
 Taking part in the Boys 6-7 years section were Adam Bratton and 
Logan Galbraith and, after a hard fought section, Adam took first 
place with Logan third. 
 The boys 8-9 category saw Cody McCulloch and Billy Bratton 
fight through the competition to face each other in the final. These 
friends are rivals on the mat and always bring out the best in each 
other. In what was arguably the fight of the day, Billy eventually 
came out on top after the judges called a draw within the normal 
time limit. This meant the boys had to go to extra time and a 

Back row, Cody McCulloch, left, and Billy Bratton. Front row, 
Adam Bratton, left, and Logan Galbraith.

split judge’s decision. Unfortunately Sara MacIntyre, Jessica Mc-
Culloch, Robbie Bratton and Kaitlynne MacLeod didn’t make it 
through to the trophies, despite fighting well.

Sessions continue as normal with juniors at 6.30pm and seniors 
7.30pm on Wednesdays. Juniors, 11am, and women only at 2pm 
on Sundays.

For further information, contact Wullie Rodger on 07588 513618 
or senshidokb@gmail.com 

Mid Argyll hosts rugby festival
A DIFFERENT ball game 
was played at Ropework Park 
in Lochgilphead recently when 
Mid Argyll Rugby Club hosted 
the latest Dalriada Festival. 

The festival, organised by 
Argyll and Bute’s rugby devel-
opment officer Allan Wright, 
was well attended, with teams 
from Oban, Taynuilt, isle of 
Mull and Kintyre all visiting 
the Mid Argyll juniors. 

Support
Warm, sunny weather attract-

ed a lot of friends and family 
along to show their support 
and enjoy what turned out to 
be a great show of quality mini 
rugby.

All the teams played well on 
the day with plenty of try-scor-

Mid Argyll Rugby Football Club P6/7 team at Ropework Park. 

ing and exciting action as all 
the teams put on a fine display 
of sportsmanship and spirit. 

Allan said: ‘A massive thanks 
to everyone who came along 
to the Dalriada festival at Mid 
Argyll.

Fantastic
‘It was a great festival and 

was fantastic to see some very 
strong teams in attendance. 
Mid Argyll, as usual, were 
great hosts, even managing to 
arrange good weather for us.’

The next Dalriada festival 
is to be held at Lochaber on 
Saturday April 29.

Training will be as usual on 
Tuesdays at 4pm, unless it is a 
school holiday. 

Everyone is welcome to go 

along whether they are experi-
enced or just want to try it out 
for the first time. Results: Pri-
mary 4/5: Oban 5-1 Mid Argyll; 
Etive Vikings 10-5 Kintyre;  
Mid Argyll 4-4 Kintyre; Etive 
Vikings 3-2 Oban; Kintyre 1-4 
Oban; Etive Vikings 8-3 Mid 
Argyll.
 Primary 6/7: Mid Argyll 3-1 
Mull; Etive Vikings 5-0 Oban; 
Etive Vikings 4-1 Kintyre; Oban 
Lorne 0-6 Mid Argyll; Kin-
tyre 4-2 Mull; Mid Argyll 0-1 
Etive Vikings; Oban Lorne 5-4 
Mull; Kintyre 5-2 Oban Lorne; 
Etive Vikings 6-2 Mull;  Mid 
Argyll 5-0 Kintyre.

SHINTY is at the centre of a 
new project aimed at jogging 
the memories of former players 
and supporters.  

The Sports Heritage Scotland 
project, launched at Hampden 
Park, Glasgow, on Friday 
March 31, will deliver a nation-
wide, community-based sports 
reminiscence project for vul-
nerable people. The purpose 
of the project is to help people 
living with dementia, and other 
forms of memory loss, loneli-
ness or isolation, by collating 
and sharing old photographs 

Shinty memories core to heritage project 
of certain sports in an attempt 
to reignite happy memories. 
The project will also, more 
indirectly, help to preserve and 
manage the sport’s heritage 
and documented history. 

Reminiscence
In the next two years, Sports 

Heritage Scotland will set up a 
network of more than 100 vol-
unteers to establish a minimum 
of 30 reminiscence groups for 
shinty, golf, rugby and cricket. 

The Sports Heritage Scotland 
website, www.sportsheritag-
escotland.co.uk, also serves 

to highlight and promote the 
heritage of the member sports 
and will be available to view 
in English and Gaelic. If you 
have any images which you 
think could contribute to the 
memories project and could be 
included in the sports archive, 
relating to 1940-90 in the first 
instance, please contact Hugh 
Dan MacLennan on hughdan.
maclennan@sportsheritag-
escotland.co.uk.

Shinty

John McPhee with members of 
the British Talent Moto3 racing 
team.

John McPhee   
back in action   
this weekend
AFTER his successful start to 
the new Moto3 season, with two 
second place finishes in Quatar 
and Argentina, Connel’s John 
McPhee will be hoping to go 
one better when he takes part 
in the Red Bull Grand Prix of 
The Americas at Austin, Texas, 
this weekend. 

ARGYLL and Bute Council Football ser-
vice ran its ever popular, fun-filled Easter 
football camps throughout the area over 
the two-week Easter break.

The camps were very well-attended with 
many courses fully booked.

The sessions worked on improving 
the young players’ footballing skills and 
technique and other important life skills 
that sport brings to youngsters including 
respect and resilience. This was achieved 
in a fantastic environment created by the 
coaches.

David Paterson, one of the coaches at the 
Oban camp, said: ‘Despite the weather, 
the children had a really enjoyable time, 
learning new skills and enjoying their 
football.

‘It’s very much about having fun while 
learning something new.’

Argyll and Bute 
Council Easter 
football camps
a big success

More than 60 youngsters from primary one to primary seven took part in the Oban training camp, coached by David McArthur, Thomas McCulloch, Colin Carswell, David Paterson and Argyll and Bute Council football 
development o�  cer Martin Rae.

Colin Carswell, one of the coaches, with some of the children.Determination on the faces of these budding football stars.
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THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1450
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

C Fletcher
Bridgened
Isle of Islay

K Cameron
Drynie Avenue
Inverness

Currie scores signifi cant 
second podium in Somerset

FORMER Oban professional 
squash player Martin Heath 
is back helping the national 
cause – this time as a coach of 
the Scotland elite performance 
squad.

Heath, who represented 
Scotland and got as high as 
world ranked number four in 
his playing days, has carved a 
successful career as a squash 

Heath to coach Scotland elite 
performance squad

coach around the globe since 
retiring from professional 
squash in 2003 and now com-
bines his role with Scottish 
Squash with his duties as head 
coach of the University of 
Rochester in New York.

He has enjoyed previous stints 
as coach of the US junior team 
and under-23 team as well as 
the Chinese senior team but 
his latest national coaching 
position has allowed him time 
to return to Scotland on a reg-
ular basis and visit friends and 
family in Oban.

Now 44, Heath said: ‘I try to 
get back to Oban as often as I 
can to see mum and dad and 
friends. It’s where I was brought 
up and I still miss it. I now live 
out in Toronto where I met my 
wife. It was one of my neigh-
bours in Oban who persuaded 
me to go out there towards the 
end of my playing days.

‘My brother was also coaching 
at Dartmouth College, New 
Hampshire, and I used to go 
and help him with coaching.

‘I quickly settled in Toronto 
and I was able to combine 

coaching with studying at the 
University of Rochester.

‘I just loved the coaching, be-
came successful in the college 
coaching job and it became my 
passion.

‘It’s a lot of fun. I am now 
head coach at the University of 
Rochester and recently turned 
a bunch of tennis players into 
squash players and they became 
number one, beating all the 
other teams we play against.’

Heath joined the Scotland 
coaching set-up as elite 
performance coach last year 
alongside national coach Paul 
Bell and one of their first major 
success stories was helping 
Inverness pair Alan Clyne and 
Greg Lobban become world 
champions at the world doubles 
squash championships in Dar-
win, Australia, last summer.

The 2018 Commonwealth 
Games on the Gold Coast, 
Australia, is a big focus for 
Heath and his squad but later 
next week they travel to Hel-
sinki for the European team 
championships beginning on 
April 26.

Heath continued: ‘I really 
enjoy being back part of the 
Scotland set-up and it works 
well with Paul [Bell] based at 
the Oriam Performance Centre 
in Edinburgh where the elite 
squad train.

‘I use my knowledge and 
experience to direct the pro-
gramme and Paul disperses 
that knowledge through the 
new programme we have set up.

‘I can watch the players on 
Squash TV, communicate regu-
larly with them during matches 
before getting together with 
them at training camps and 
team events.

‘I can also see the players in 
action when they are playing in 
America and they pop in and 
see me at Rochester.

‘It’s working well and it’s an 
exciting time to be involved in 
Scotland with some real talent 
in the men’s and women’s game.

‘But we have much work to 
do before the Commonwealth 
Games next year.’Martin in his playing days.

Oban’s Martin Heath is the new Scotland elite performance 
squash coach. 

RESULTS: April medal 
played Sunday  April 2 – 1 A 
MacLean net 55; 2 A MacAu-
ley net 55; 3 D Holyoake net 
56.

Mrs MacIntyre Trophy 
played Sunday April 9 – 1 S 
Welsh 5 up; 2 C Holyoake 1 up;  
3 R Quail all square.

Laphroaig Trophy played 
Sunday April 16 – 1 S Currie 
41 pts; 2 J Doherty 39 pts; 3 G 
Ross 35 pts.

Islay

TOBERMORY teenager Alasdair Currie scored 
another second place finish, giving an early boost 
to his championship campaign.

Currie and co-driver Steven Brown are contest-
ing the Fiesta ST Trophy in the BTRDA Rally 
championship.  The pair made a 1,200-mile round 
trip to contest the Somerset Stages Rally, round 
two of seven gravel events. An impressive drive 
saw them claim second place and take a strong 
haul of championship points.  

‘I’ve been able to show my pace is improving 
rapidly and managed to score my first stage wins 
on gravel. That was a good feeling, especially 
considering my limited experience in the car.’

Just as impressively the duo finished 22nd in the 
overall classification from 120 starters – ahead of 
many crews in faster and much more expensive 
machinery. Furthermore, not a scratch has been 
put on the car.

‘This has been an ideal start to the champion-
ship. I have now proved that I have the ability to 
win which is really important at this stage of the 
series. Hopefully, we will be on that top podium 
step in no time.’ 

Uphill battle
However, competing is not plain sailing.  

Alasdair said: ‘We have an uphill battle to find 
funds to continue our championship campaign.  I 
believe this is the best place to show my potential.’

Despite it being a cost-effective level playing 
field, all the events are distant from home which 
incurs travel and accommodation costs.

The team next hope to compete on round three, 
the Plains Rally in Wales which takes place in 
mid-May.

Rallying

Alasdair Curie and co-driver Steven Brown in action during the Somerset Stages Rally.
Photo: Rallysport Media

THE SCOTTISH Rally Cham-
pionship makes an overdue 
return to Argyll in June when 
the area hosts this year’s fifth 
round in the forests between 
the Rest and Be Thankful, 
Glenbranter and south to 
Toward.

Rich heritage
It is more than a decade 

since the area has hosted the 
event with Argyll having a rich 
heritage of forest stages gravel 
rallies.

Top class rallying returns to Argyll
The local businesses funded 

‘Dunoon Presents’ project have 
teamed up with Mull Car Club 
to bring the event back and 
already expectation is building 
in the motorsport community.

On the beautifully restored 
Victorian Dunoon Pier recent-
ly, Dunoon Presents hosted a 
rally photocall with the driver 
and proud owner of a limited 
edition Colin McRae Subaru 
Impreza.

Campbell Lauffer is huge 

motorsport fan and putting his 
local support behind the rally. 

Plans
Representatives from both 

Mull Car Club and the rally 
sponsors were on hand to chat 
through plans for this exciting 
June rally and how this will 
impact positively on the local 
area as Dunoon fast emerges 
as a sporting hub.

Rallying

Campbell Lau� er proud owner of a limited edtition Colin McRae Subaru Impreza is pictured with 
Torin Colliier and his daughter Katy Lau� er.  

TAYNUILT golf club result: 
Inverlorn Plate, first round – 1 
Kenneth MacGregor 39 (15); 
2 David Howie 38 (3); 3 J P 
Carmichael 36 (8).
 Competitions – Sunday 
May 7, Taynuilt mixed open 
sponsored by the Kilchrenan 
Inn. Sunday May 14, 
three-player stableford (ladies 
and gents team) sponsored by 
Brander Lodge.
 To enter go to taynuiltgolf
club.co.uk or contact Mark 
Grant on 01866 822115 or 
07890 800643.

Oban Saints youths 
results and � xtures
Youth football
LAST weekend’s results: Under- 
13s, no game; Under-14s, no 
game; Under-15s 7, Dumbarton 
United Blacks 1. Scoring for 
Saints were Aaron McKay (2), 
Lennon Campbell (2) Aidan 
MacPhee, Jordan Norman 
and Craig Millar. Ardencaple 
1, Under-16s 1; Under-17s, no 
game. 
 Next weekend’s fixtures: 
Renton v Under 13s; Under 14s 
v Tass Thistle; Giffnock v Under 
15s. 

THIS Saturday’s fixtures: 
Jimmy Marshall Cup, quarter-
final – Oban Saints v Port 
Glasgow; Premier Division – 
Ferguslie Star v Campbeltown 
Pupils; Premier Division 2B 
Tarbert v FC Argyll. 

Scottish AFL 
� xtures

JAMIE Forgrieve won the 
McKay Cup at Glencruitten at 
the weekend with net scores of 
59, 60 = 119. Graham McColl 
was runner-up with a score of 
63, 65 = 128 and in third place 
was Stephen Fox with scores of 
65, 64 = 129.
 The President’s Prize was 
also played on Sunday and 
again Jamie Forgrieve was the 
winner with a net score of 60.

The Britannia Cup Qualifier 
and the monthly medal take 
place on Saturday.



30 SPORT Thursday 20 April, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk30 SPORT

Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures
SHINTY

Marine 
Harvest 
Media 
Award 

winners 
2016

MacTavish and Celtic Society Cup 
semi-fi nal line-ups decided

Inveraray’s Ruaraidh Graham and Bute’s Robert Craig  in action 
during the Gregor Cameron Society Cup second round tie at

 the Winterton. Photograph: Stephen Lawson.

Conor Golabek, Glenurquhart, gets away from Lovat’s Drew 
Howie. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

 Glenurquhart’s goalscorers against Lovat - Neale Reid, left, James Macpherson, hat-trick, and Conor 
Golabek. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

MacTavish Cup 
quarter � nals 
Glenurquhart 5
Lovat 0 
The pick of the MacTavish Cup 
quarter final ties looked to be 
the clash between Glenurquhart 
and Lovat at Blairbeg. This was 
the second time in three weeks 
the sides had met and this time 
Glenurquhart were convincing 
5-0 winners. 

Garry MacKintosh was back 
in goal for Glenurquhart whilst 
defenders Fraser Heath and 
John Barr also returned. An-
drew Corrigan was missing, as 
were injured forwards Daniel 
MacKintosh and Callum Smith, 
so there was a start in attack for 
Michael Fraser. 

Lovat’s Callum Cruden was on 
holiday whilst Mark Kelly was 
still out injured. 

Glenurquhart took an early 
lead when Neale Reid won the 
ball on the right and played it up 
the wing to James MacPherson 
who sent a first time ball across 
the ‘D’. The ball was missed by 
the visiting defence and Connor 
Golabeck tucked the ball low 
into the net to make it 1-0 with 
five minutes played. 

Neale Reid made it 2-0 on 10 
minutes. James MacPherson 
picked out Reid with a free hit 
25 yards from goal and Reid 
sent a first time shot high into 
the net. 

James MacPherson added a 
third on 35 minutes when he 
came out to the buckshee for-
ward position to win possession 
and sent a strike high into the 
net to make it 3-0 at the break. 

With Glenurquhart shooting 
towards the shop end of the 
ground in the second half, 
James MacPherson got his sec-
ond and his side’s fourth on 73 
minutes. This time MacPherson 
moved out to the right and beat 
his marker before running in on 
goal. Lovat keeper Stuart Mac-
Donald raced off his line but 
MacPherson got to the ball first, 
and steered the ball into the net 
for a superb individual effort.

James MacPherson completed 
his second hat-trick of the 
season in the final minute after 
he ghosted out to the left before 
sending a snap-shot low across 
keeper MacDonald into the net 
to make it 5-0. 

Glenurquhart, with John Barr 
superb in defence, were dom-
inant and Stuart MacDonald 
in the Lovat goal made three 
excellent saves whilst his oppo-
site number, Garry MacKintosh, 
was rarely troubled. 

Newtonmore 3
Caberfeidh 2 
Holders Newtonmore had to 
battle all the way to eventually 
beat National Division side 
Caberfeidh 3-2 at the Eilan.

Newtonmore’s Andy MacK-
intosh was free of suspension 
and Norman Campbell and 
Drew MacDonald were also 
back after missing the league 
win over Glasgow Mid Argyll. A 
hamstring injury ruled out Paul 
MacArthur though and Ackie 
MacRae was unavailable.  

Caberfeidh full centre Craig 
Morrison was free of his two 
game suspension. 

Glen MacKintosh put ’More 
ahead on 27 minutes but when 
‘Cabers’ worked the ball up their 
left side a couple of minutes be-
fore the break, Colin MacLen-
nan finished off a good passing 
move when he scored from the 
edge of the ‘D’ to ensure the 
sides would go into the interval 
level. 

When Kevin Bartlett con-
trolled and then converted a 
rebound off the keeper a couple 
of minutes after the restart, 
Newtonmore knew they had a 
fight on their hands. 

However Glen MacKintosh 
went on to complete his hat-trick 
with goals on 56 and 78 minutes. 
First, he gathered a free hit from 
midfield before making space to 
turn and score on his left side, 
beating keeper Ewen Pilcher 
low at his left post. MacKintosh 
then cut in from the right and 
dribbled the ball past the keeper 
before rolling it into the net to 
make it 3-2. 

Newtonmore might not yet be 
firing on all cylinders but Danny 
Macrae is back in training and 
poised to make a return after 
two years away from the game 
whilst Evan Menzies is also 
nearing a return. 

Newtonmore now face Glenur-
quhart in the MacTavish Cup 
semi-finals.  

Beauly 1 Kinlochshiel 7 
Kinlochshiel are also through to 
the semi-finals after they eased 
past Beauly 7-1 at Braeview 
Park.

It took a replay to settle the 
Camanachd Cup tie between 
the sides last season, with ’Shiel 
eventually progressing after a 
draw at Kirkton, but the Marine 
Harvest Premiership side were 
never in danger in this one. 

John MacRae put ’Shiel ahead 
on 24 minutes and two goals late 
in the first half left the visitors 
in control. 

Jordan Fraser made it 2-0 on 
40 minutes with Keith MacRae 
getting a third on 44 minutes. 

The goals continued in the 
second half and Jordan Fraser 
got his second on 49 minutes to 
make it 4-0. 

Oliver MacRae added a fifth 
on 65 minutes with Gordie Mac-
Donald adding his name to the 
scoresheet a couple of minutes 
later. 

Beauly, who have Greg 
Tillman sidelined with an arm 
injury, gained some consolation 

when Jack MacDonald made it 
6-1 on 73 minutes but ’Shiel had 
the final say when John MacRae 
got his second five minutes from 
time.  

Kilmallie 1
Inverness 0 
Premiership side Kilmallie over-
came Inverness 1-0 in a tight 
encounter at Canal Parks.

Craig MacIsaac served the 
final match of his ban, but 
Jordan MacPhee and Innes 
Blackhall were free of suspen-
sion, although the latter was 
unavailable. 

Inverness manager Drew 
McNeil was back after missing 
the previous week’s cup defeat 
to Caberfeidh. Ian Munro re-
turned in goal, but Davie Glass 
was injured. 

The only goal of the game 
came as early as seven minutes 
when Ryan Stewart scored.

Duncan Rodger, who played 
in defence, was shown a second 
yellow card by referee Innes 
Wood following a challenge on 
Charlie MacDonald with the 
Kilmallie man’s swing catching 
the Scotland U21 player. 

Gregor Cameron 
Consultancy 
Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup  
quarter � nals
Kyles Athletic 18
Kilmory 0 
Holders Kyles Athletic made it 
through to the Gregor Cameron 
Consultancy Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup semi-finals after 
beating Kilmory 18-0 at Tighna-
bruaich.

Kilmory had a number of ab-
sentees resulting in some players 
playing out of position and they 
were in for a torrid afternoon. 

Grant Irvine opened the scor-
ing on two minutes with Gordon 
Whyte on six minutes and a 
second from Irvine a minute 
later making it 3-0. 

Grant Irvine completed his 
hat-trick on 12 minutes and 
scored again on 15 minutes. An 
Innes MacDonald shot from 
distance on 19 minutes took a 
slight deflection off a defender 
but looked net-bound in any 
case as the ball flew into the top 
corner of the net to make it 6-0. 

Kyles were relentless and a 
second from Gordon Whyte on 
31 minutes and a Roddy Mac-
Donald goal 60 seconds later 
made it 8-0. There was still time 
for Grant Irvine to get his fourth 
on 38 minutes and Martin Mac-
Fadyen to score on 44 minutes 
as the home side reached double 
figures at the break. 

Sandy MacKenzie on 51 
minutes, a hat-trick goal from 
Gordon Whyte a minute later 
followed by a Brandon Wilson 
strike on 61 minutes made it 
13-0.

Roddy MacDonald got his 
second on 65 minutes and 
Thomas Whyte netted a couple 
of minutes later to make it 15-0.

Roddy MacDonald completed 
his hat-trick on 75 minutes and a 
second from Sandy MacKenzie 
on 79 minutes and a fourth from 
Gordon Whyte on 82 minutes 
completed the 18-0 winning 
margin.  

Bute 0 
Inveraray 2
Inveraray showed no hangover 
from the previous weekend’s 
league defeat to Strathglass 
as they beat Bute 2-0 at The 
Meadows.

Inveraray, with a strong wind 
behind them, dominated from 
the start with captain Lewis 
MacNicol commanding at full 
centre. 

The pressure paid off after 18 

minutes when Lewis Montgom-
ery put the visitors ahead. 

Lewis Montgomery got his 
and Inveraray’s second on 25 
minutes when he finished off a 
good passing move. 

Inveraray pressed for a third 
but the Bute defence held out 
until the break.

Bute now had the wind in their 
favour and made a good start to 
the second half, showing more 
intensity to their play.

Inveraray stayed strong though 
with Ally Munro excellent in 
defence. 

Inveraray slowly worked their 
way back into the game and 
although they didn’t add to their 
tally, they will be happy with the 
2-0 win.

Inveraray now have a free 
weekend to celebrate Grant 
Griffin’s wedding but they are 
back on cup duty at the end of 
the month when they host Oban 
Celtic in the Artemis Macaulay 
Cup. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll 8
Glenorchy 0 
Glasgow Mid Argyll defeated 
Glenorchy 8-0 in their quar-
ter-final tie at Yoker.

Craig Anderson and Stuart 
Reid both returned for GMA. 
The home side took the lead 
through Callum McLay after 
nine minutes. 

Duncan ‘Ach’ MacRae made 
it 2-0 on 17 minutes and Mark 
Bain added a third 10 minutes 
later.

Garry Luke made it 4-0 a 
couple of minutes into the 
second half and Craig Anderson 
increased GMA’s advantage on 
52 minutes. 

Former Glenurquhart player 
Stuart Reid made it 6-0 on 65 
minutes before Scotland U21 
player Craig Anderson complet-
ed his hat-trick with goals on 70 
and 79 minutes. 

Tayforth v
Oban Camanachd W/O 
Oban Camanachd are through 
to the semi-finals after Tayforth 
were unable to raise a team for 
their 3pm throw-up at Levenhall 
Links.

Oban Camanachd boss Iain 
Hay was on a family break but 
had pre-arranged to travel to 
Musselburgh to meet up with his 
squad for the game.   

However, in a Tayforth club 
statement, secretary Andy Scott 
said: ‘Unfortunately our men’s 
team have been forced to forfeit 
this weekend’s Celtic Cup game 
against Oban Camanachd. As a 
result of players being away for 
the Easter break, work com-
mitments and injuries, we are 
unable to field a team and, as 
a club, have taken the decision 
to forfeit. This is something we 
did not want to do but in these 
circumstances, we had no alter-
native option.’

Oban Camanachd will now 
play Inveraray in the semi-finals.

Aberdein 
Considine 
Sutherland Cup – 
� rst round
Fort William 1
Kinlochshiel 0  
The Fort William seconds 
sealed their place in the second 
round of the Aberdein Con-
sidine Sutherland Cup, beating 
the Kinlochshiel seconds 1-0 in 
their noon throw-up at An Aird. 

Donnie Walker, who previously 
played in goal for Fort William’s 
seconds, scored the only goal of 
the game on 77 minutes. 

The Fort William seconds 
will now have home advantage 
against Oban Lorn in the sec-
ond round of the competition at 
the end of this month. 

SCOTS Camanachd 2 
Bute 3
Forces side SCOTS Camanachd 
went down 3-2 to the Bute sec-
ond team in their 1pm throw-up 
at Levenhall Links.

Colin Irving and Gregor Cam-
eron scored for the SCOTS but 
James Dunn, Ruari Soane and 
William Boag sent the islanders 
through. 

The Bute second team now 
host Caithness in the next round. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division 
Fort William 3
Oban Celtic 1 
Fort William maintained their 
100 per cent record in shinty’s 
second tier as they defeated 
Oban Celtic 3-1 in their 3pm 
throw-up at An Aird.

Fort William were without 
Bryan Simpson and Ryan Boyle 
whilst Oban Celtic were without 
keeper Stephen Davidson, 
full back John Hill, full centre 
David MacInnes winger Rory 
Bruce and half forward Iain 
MacKechnie.

Daniel Stewart crashed the 
ball into the top corner of the 
net to put Fort William ahead 
after 13 minutes.

Daniel Stewart got his and 
Fort William’s second on 20 
minutes, again giving the keeper 
no chance, with a shot high into 
the corner of the net. 

Stewart was posing problems 
for the Oban defence but Ross 
MacMillan was switched to 
mark the Fort danger-man 
which stemmed the tide. 

Oban Celtic also created first 
half chances with Neil Carmi-
chael and Daniel Madej both 
going close. 

It was Fort William who ex-
tended their lead on 55 minutes 
when Calum Shepherd made it 
3-0. 

Oban Celtic tried hard to 
get back in the game with Neil 
Carmichael and Daniel Madej 
posing problems for the home 
defence. 

Neil Carmichael did reduce the 
deficit on 79 minutes but Oban 
Celtic will be concerned by a leg 
injury sustained by Carmichael 
which will likely require stitches. 

Oban Celtic’s Ross MacMillan 
was red carded by referee Ross 
Brown for two yellow cards, the 
first for dissent and the second, 
with 10 minutes to go, for an 
unnecessary foul.

Oban Celtic have now played 
three consecutive away matches 
and their next three scheduled 
matches are also away from 

home; against Kilmory in the 
Balliemore Cup this Saturday, 
away to Inveraray in the Artemis 
Macaulay Cup the week after 
and away again to Fort William 
in the Tulloch Homes Cama-
nached Cup in mid-May. 

Strathglass 1
Skye Camanachd 4  
Skye Camanachd stay at the 
top of the table following their 
4-1 win over Strathglass in their 
3pm throw-up at Cannich.

With Calum Gibb serving the 
second match of a two-game 
suspension, Skye’s injury list 
showed no signs of easing with 
Jordan Murchison the latest 
casualty, joining Neil MacVicar, 
Steven Morrison and Ruaraidh 
MacLeod on the sidelines.

An early James Pringle double 
on five and eight minutes gave 
Skye an early 2-0 lead. 

Stewart Grant made it 3-0 
on the hour mark and Danny 
Morrison added a fourth with 15 
minutes remaining. 

Josh Fraser scored for Strath-
glass four minutes from time. 
The sides meet at Pairc nan 
Laoch, Portree, this Saturday in 
the Balliemore Cup. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Kingussie 7
Beauly 0
The Kingussie colts beat the 
Beauly colts 7-0 at The Dell.

Kingussie fielded a young side, 
leaving out Rory Fraser, Kevin 
Thain, Garry Munro and John 
Gibson. However, with no first 

team game, they were able to 
include youngsters Ruaridh 
Anderson, Roddy Young and 
Alexander Michie.

In the end, a Ruaridh Ander-
son goal, a Roddy Young hat-
trick and strikes from Callum 
Grant, Dylan Borthwick and 
Bradley Harvey completed a 
7-0 win which takes Kingussie 
to the top of the table on goal 
difference.  

Had it not been for some fine 
goalkeeping from Beauly player/
manager Kyles MacDonald, the 
winning margin could have been 
greater. 

Skye Camanachd 1
Newtonmore 2 
The Newtonmore second 
team only trail their Kingussie 
counter-parts on goal difference 
following their 2-1 win over the 
Skye Camanachd second team 
at Pairc nan Laoch, Portree.

Skye manager Kenny MacLe-
od was called up to the first team 
squad and with assistant manag-
ers David Grant on holiday and 
Allan MacLeod playing, Davie 
Pringle looked after the side.

Newtonmore boss Cammy 
MacDonald travelled without 
David Cheyne and John Mac-
Kenzie but there was a place on 
the bench for Scott Chisholm 
who has returned from a spell 
abroad.  

Callum Stewart gave ’More 
a 17th minute lead when Skye 
failed to clear the danger from a 
Darrin Fowler shy. 

Ross Gordon equalised on 41 
minutes with a well-worked goal 
following a corner. However, 
Orsten Gardiner turned a Cal-
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup
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Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results
Saurday April 15
MacTavish Cup 2nd round
Beauly 1 v 7 Kinlochshiel 
Newtonmore 3 v 2 Caberfeidh
Glenurquhart 5 v 0 Lovat 
Kilmallie 1 v 0 Inverness 

Gregor Cameron Celtic 
Society Cup 2nd round
Bute 0 v 2 Inveraray 
Glasgow MA 8 v 0 Glenorchy
Kyles Athletic 18 v 0 Kilmory
Tayforth P v P Oban Caman
Walkover to Camanachd. 
Tayforth unable to field a team.

Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup 1st round
Fort William 1 v 0 Kinlochshiel   
SCOTS Camanachd 2 v 3 Bute
 
Marine Harvest
National Division 
Fort William 3 v 1 Oban Celtic
Strathglass 1 v 4 Skye 
 
Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Kingussie 7 v 0 Beauly 
Skye 1 v 2 Newtonmore 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Aberdour 5 v 1 Taynuilt 
Ballachulish 1 v 3 Kyles Athletic
Lochside Rovers 5 v 1 Col Glen 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Glengarry 5 v 0 Boleskine  
Lovat 1 v 2 Kilmallie  
Lochcarron P v P Lewis
Unplayable field  
Strathglass 2 v 6 Caberfeidh
Strathspey 4 v 3 Inverness  

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Inveraray 6 v 0 Aberdour 
Oban Lorn P v P Dunoon
Dunoon unable to field a team. 
Points to Oban Lorn  
Strachur 2 v 1 Glasgow MA

Callum Shepherd celebrates scoring Fort William’s third goal 
against Oban Celtic. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Lochside’s Daniel Sloss has his shot blocked during the South Division One game against Col Glen at 
Moss� eld last Saturday. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

Friday April 21
Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Kingussie v Newtonmore  
Willie MacDonald - 6.30pm 

Saturday April 22
Balliemore Cup 2nd round
Beauly v Glenorchy   
Scott MacMillan - 3pm 
Aberdeen Uni v Caberfeidh 
Calum Girvan 
Fort William v Aberdour  
Neil Ferguson
Kilmory v Oban Celtic  
Graham Cameron- 2pm
Skye v Strathglass  
Martin MacLean
Tayforth v Inverness  
Ross Brown 
Taynuilt v Ballachulish  
Lachie Wood

Strathdearn Cup 1st round
Beauly v Glengarry  
Ronnie Campbell - noon

Marine Harvest Premiership
Glasgow MA v Kilmallie  
Robert Baxter
Glenurquhart v Kyles Athletic 
Innes Wood - 3pm 
Kinlochshiel v Kingussie  
Andy Maclean - 3pm
Lovat v Oban Camanachd 
Archie Ritchie 
Newtonmore v Lochaber  
Deek Cameron

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Glenurquhart v Skye  
Brian MacKay - Noon
Kinlochshiel v Fort William  
John Angus Gillies - noon

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Col Glen v Bute   
David Mitchell 
Kyles Ath v Lochside Rovers

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine P – P Lochcarron  
Due to bereavement 
Caberfeidh v Strathspey   
John Matheson
Inverness v Lovat    
John Wood
Kilmallie v Lewis   
Steven MacLachlan
Lochaber v Strathglass   
Des McNulty

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Dunoon v  Glasgow Mid Argyll 
Euan Pearson
Inveraray v Strachur   
Neil MacDonald
Oban Lorn v Aberdour   
Iain Kennedy
Throw-ups 2.30pm unless 
stated.

lum Stewart ball home on the 
stroke of half time to give the 
visitors the win.  

The game was tousy at times 
but was well refereed by veteran 
whistler Ronnie Campbell. 

The league’s top two meet in 
a Badenoch reserve team derby 
at The Dell on Friday April 21. 
Throw-up 6.30pm. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Aberdour 5
Taynuilt 1 
Aberdour returned to top spot 
following their 5-1 victory over 
Taynuilt at Silversands.

Taynuilt started brightly with 
the wind at their backs and went 
in front on 22 minutes following 
a crisp strike from Duncan 
Campbell. 

Aberdour responded well 
though and Roddy MacColl 
drew them level five minutes 
later when he collected a Finlay 
Williamson pass before turning 
to score. 

The home side had the 
elements in their favour after 
the break and Roddy MacColl 
finished off a good passing move 
to make it 2-1 on 51 minutes. 

There was an element of for-
tune to Aberdour’s third goal on 
the hour mark. Taynuilt keeper 
Chris Parr saved well from Craig 
Grant’s low shot but, as he tried 
to clear his lines, Parr inadvert-
ently scooped the ball into his 
own net.

With Angus Thorburn miss-
ing, much of the responsibility 
in the Aberdour attack fell to 
Roddy MacColl and he didn’t 
disappoint, completing his hat-
trick on 87 minutes when he 
slotted home a rebound off the 
keeper to make it 4-1. 

Former Inverness youth Jamie 
Anderson had been due to travel 
to Inveraray with the Aberdour 
seconds but a number of call-
offs meant he was the home 
side’s substitute. Anderson came 
off the bench with just under 
10 minutes remaining and he 
rounded off the scoring a couple 
of minutes from time when he 
got on the end of a Roddy Mac-
Coll cut back to send a firm low 
strike into the net.    

Aberdour are a point ahead of 
second-placed Tayforth but they 
have played two games more. 

Lochside Rovers 5
Col Glen 1
Lochside Rovers go third in the 
league after they beat Col Glen 
5-1 at Mossfield.

Lochside were quick out of 
the blocks and Lewis Buchanan 
gave them the lead with a well-
worked goal on two minutes.

Craig MacDougall made it 2-0 
60 seconds later when he ran 
wide to gather possession before 
sending a rocket shot into the 
net.  

Lochside went on to score 
three more times before the 
interval. Craig MacDougall 
slammed home a re-bound 
for his second on 32 minutes 
before 14-year-old Daniel Sloss 
chipped in with a brace on 42 
and 45 minutes.

Lochside introduced Garry 
Lord at half time as he works his 
way back to fitness following a 
broken ankle. 

Although he played the whole 
of the second period, his first 
team return could be a couple of 
weeks away. 

Tom Irbhinn pulled a goal 
back for Col Glen a minute after 
the restart. The visitors proved 
stuffy opponents in the second 
half and Lochside were unable 
to add to their tally. 

Michael MacQueen at full cen-
tre and two-goal Daniel Sloss 
were best for the Oban side.

Lochside are now two points 
behind second-placed Tayforth 
with a game in hand.

Lochside Rovers coach Gareth 
Evans was a happy man after 
the match. ‘It was a good win,’ 
he said. ‘We resisted the temp-
tation to add any senior players 
to the side with their game off 
as we felt it wasn’t fair on the 
boys who have been training and 
playing every week for Lochside. 
We have a good youth set up at 
the club and we have a fit team 
with all the boys attending 
training each week. We moved 

the ball around quickly and our 
young forward line of Daniel 
Sloss, Lewis Buchanan, Craig 
MacDougall and ‘old head’ Ian 
MacMillan are doing very well. 
Although we might have scored 
more in the second half, you 
have to give credit to Col Glen.

‘They are a good side and they 
never let their heads drop. We 
now have back-to-back games 
against the Kyles Athletic 
second team. We face them this 
coming Saturday in the league 
and then in the Sutherland Cup 
and it’s always hard down at 
Tighnabruaich.’  

Ballachulish 1 
Kyles Athletic 3 
The Kyles Athletic reserves 
picked up their first points of the 
season, beating Ballachulish 3-1 
at Jubilee Park.

Rupert Williamson fired Kyles 
ahead on nine minutes and a 
38th minute Craig Martin goal 
gave the visitors a 2-0 lead at the 
interval. 

George Thomson made it 3-0 
on 61 minutes before Duncan 
MacDonald pulled a goal back 
on 71 minutes. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Glengarry 5 
Boleskine 0 
Glengarry maintained their 100 
per cent record with a 5-0 win 
over Boleskine at Craigard.

There was a minute’s silence 
ahead of throw-up following 
the passing of Boleskine’s Pat 
MacDonald. 

Archie Johnstone scored 
on 33 and 36 minutes to give 
Glengarry a 2-0 advantage at 
the interval. Nick Dalgety on 65 
minutes and Alan Knox a couple 
of minutes later made it 4-0 and 
Raymond Robertson added a 
fifth on 70 minutes. 

Glengarry stay two points clear 
at the top of the table. 

Strathglass 2 
Caberfeidh 6
The Caberfeidh reserve team 
remain second in the league 
after beating the Strathglass 
second team 6-2 in their noon 
throw-up at Cannich. 

This was the second successive 
Saturday the sides had met at 
the same venue with Caberfeidh 
running out 2-1 winners in their 
Aberdein Considine Cup tie a 
week earlier. 

‘Cabers’ started well and 
youngster Russell MacKenzie 
scored his first goal at this level 
with a low shot from outside the 
‘D’ after three minutes. 

Strathglass drew level on 11 
minutes when veteran Robert 
Geddes beat his marker and ran 
in on goal, slipping the ball past 
Iain McCall to make it 1-1. 

‘Cabers’, with Paul Ross and 
Callum MacKinnon putting in 
good shifts in midfield, went 
back in front on the half hour 

mark through Gavin McLauch-
lan. McLauchlan then got his 
second on 37 minutes before 
completing his hat-trick a couple 
of minutes before the break to 
make it 4-1. 

Ruairidh McCreadie added a 
fifth on 63 minutes before Penri 
Jones pulled a goal back four 
minutes later. 

Ruairidh McCreadie got his 
second on 72 minutes to make 
it 6-2.

Caberfeidh, who were still 
missing the injured Jamie 
Matheson, could have added to 
their tally with Stuart Krzyzan-
owski going close on more than 
one occasion. 

Strathglass had their moments 
too but Iain McCall in the Ca-
berfeidh goals dealt with their 
efforts. 

Strathspey Camanachd 4
Inverness 3 
Strathspey Camanachd came 
from two goals down to beat 
the Inverness colts 4-3 in their 
1.30pm throw-up at Grantown 
Grammar School.

Stuart MacRae got the visitors 
off to a great start with a goal 
after two minutes. 

Jack Craig made it 2-0 on 37 
minutes, but, perhaps crucially, 
Matthew Davies pulled a goal 
back for Strathspey on the stroke 
of half time. 

Connor Aubrey drew the sides 
level on 57 minutes and Martin 
Ross put Strathspey ahead for 
the first time in the match on 62 
minutes. 

A second Connor Aubrey 
strike three minutes later made 
it 4-2 and although Andy Reid 
pulled a goal back on 83 min-
utes, Strathspey held on to take 
the points. 

Strathspey stay third in 
the league, only behind the 
Caberfeidh reserves on goal 
difference. 

Lovat 1
Kilmallie 2 
A late Dean Williamson goal 
gave the Kilmallie seconds both 
points against the Lovat seconds 
at Balgate.

Dean Williamson put Kil-
mallie ahead on five minutes 
but Cameron MacMillan drew 
Lovat level on 22 minutes. 

It stayed that way until four 
minutes from time when Dean 
Williamson popped up with his 
second goal of the game, which 
proved to be the winner. 

Lochcarron P
Lewis Camanachd P 
The 1.30pm throw-up between 
Lochcarron and Lewis Cama-
nachd was a Saturday morning 
casualty. With a number of the 
Lewis squad already crossing 
the Minch, the heavy Saturday 
morning rain left the Battery 
Park pitch unplayable.

Lochaber were the team 
without a fixture in this 11-team 
league. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2 
Inveraray 6 
Aberdour 0 
The Inveraray second team 
showed no ill-effects from the 
previous weekend’s extra-time 
Sutherland Cup defeat to the 
Lochaber reserves as they beat 
the Aberdour second team 6-0 
at The Winterton.

Andrew Stewart opened the 
scoring on 20 minutes after 
sustained period of Inveraray 
pressure.

Shortly after, Coll MacKay 
netted the first of what was to 
be a memorable hat-trick for the 
12-year-old. 

’Aray continued to dominate 
and Coll MacKay got his second 
early in the second half. 

Veteran David Robertson got 
in on the act midway through 
the second period to make it 4-0. 

Inveraray wing man Kenny 
Kirkhope then scored the goal 
of the game, firing the ball into 
the top corner of the net from 25 
yards out. 

With just minutes left to play, 
young Coll MacKay finished 
from the edge of the ‘D’ to com-
plete his hat trick and round off 
the 6-0 win. 

The winning margin could 
have been greater had it not 
been from some fine saves from 
the Aberdour goalie, with young 
Campbell Watt, who had a great 
game, unfortunate not to score. 

This was a good performance 
from Inveraray and the win, 
their third in three league 
fixtures with no goals conceded, 
continues Inveraray’s good start 
to life in South 2 which must 
please boss Graham MacPher-
son. 

The Aberdour seconds showed 
signs they are improving. 

Inveraray stay top of the divi-
sion on goal difference. 

Strachur 2
Glasgow Mid Argyll 1 
Strachur are only behind the 
Inveraray seconds on goal 
difference after they overcame 
the Glasgow Mid Argyll second 
team 2-1 at Strachurmore.

Former Kilmallie player Seb 
MacMillan was on target to give 
GMA a 1-0 lead at the break. 

However, Ross MacDonald 
and William Mcgladdery scored 
in the second half to give Stra-
chur their third win in three 
league matches. 

The top two – Inveraray 
seconds and Strachur – meet in 
a top of the table clash at The 
Winterton this coming Saturday. 

 
Oban Lorn W/O
 v Dunoon Camanachd  
Oban Lorn were awarded the 
points when Dunoon Cama-
nachd were unable to field a 
team for their match at Gana-
van.

Oban Lorn go third in the 
league on goal difference. 

WCA round-up
There were a number of Wom-
en’s Camanachd Association 
regional division fixtures on 
Sunday April 16. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Lochaber 4
Glengarry 0
The Lochaber second team re-
corded a 4-0 win over Glengarry 
in their 1.30pm throw-up at 
Spean Bridge.

Claire Delaney scored twice, 
whilst Sarah Davie and Steph-
anie Walsh got the others.  

Glenurquhart 5
Inverness 2
Glenurquhart defeated Inver-
ness 5-2 in their 11am throw up 
at Blairbeg on Saturday April 
15.

Ishbel Barr put the ‘Glen’ in 
front before Katie MacMillan 
levelled. However, a Hazel 
Hunter double, another from 
Ishbel Barr and a Tash Mac-
Nicol goal had the home side 
5-1 up before Amber MacKay 
pulled a goal back. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Oban Lorn 0 
Ardnamurchan 4
League leaders Ardnamurchan 
continued their winning ways, 
beating Oban Lorn 4-0 in 
their 1pm throw-up which was 
switched from Ganavan to 
Mossfield on Sunday morning.

An Eilidh Ross double and 
goals from Carolanne Cameron 
and Lucy MacMillan clinched 
the win.

Ardnamurchan are away again 
this coming Sunday against 
Dunadd. 

Dunadd W/O v
Glasgow Mid Argyll
Dunadd were awarded the 
points when the Glasgow Mid 
Argyll second team were unable 
to raise a team for their league 
meeting.

Lorn Ladies P
Cowal & Bute P
The match between Lorn Ladies 
and Cowal and Bute will be 
rescheduled for a later date.

 

MacTavish Cup 
Final match         
day sponsor 
There was delight at Cama-
nachd Association HQ ahead 
of last weekend’s MacTavish 
Cup quarter-finals, with confir-
mation that Anderson Shaw & 
Gilbert (Solicitors and Estate 
Agents) will be the match day 
sponsors for the 2017 MacTavish 
Cup Final.

Camanachd Association Pres-
ident Jim Barr said:  ‘Anderson 
Shaw & Gilbert are already 
valued contributors to our sport 

through their membership of 
the Shinty Business Club and 
it is encouraging they have felt 
inclined to provide us with 
additional support specifically 
for this historic highland com-
petition.’ 

Announcing the sponsorship 
deal, Findlay Boyd, a director 
of Anderson Shaw & Gilbert, 
said:  ‘Anderson Shaw & Gilbert 
are proud to be named as match 
day sponsors of the MacTavish 
Cup Final, a deal which further 
cements our long standing asso-
ciation with the sport of shinty. 

‘We recognise shinty is a sport 
with roots firmly embedded in 
the communities and culture of 
the Highlands and for us, being 
part of those communities and 
supporting their heritage is just 
as important as doing business 
there. 

‘We look forward to welcoming 
the players and their supporters 
to what should be an exciting 
cup final.’

The Anderson Shaw & Gilbert 
MacTavish Cup Final takes place 
at the Bught Park, Inverness on 
Saturday June 10. Throw-up 
is at 4pm and the game will be 
broadcast live on BBC Alba. 

The final will be preceded by 
the Anderson Shaw & Gilbert 
MacTavish Juvenile Cup (U17) 
Final which throws-up at noon.

There will also be two  primary 
school age sixes tournaments.  
One is specifically for Inverness 
schools and the other for club 
teams from Inverness and 
surrounding districts, supported 
by the Inverness Common Good 
Fund.  

Revised MacTavish 
Cup draw
The MacTavish Cup semi-final 
pairings are now known follow-
ing last weekend’s quarter-final 
ties. 

Saturday May 13
MacTavish Cup – Semi Final
Newtonmore v Glenurquhart 
Kilmallie v Kinlochshiel
The 2017 Anderson Shaw & 

Gilbert MacTavish Cup Final 
will take place at the Bught 
Park, Inverness on Saturday 
June 10. 

Revised Gregor 
Cameron 
Consultancy 
Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup draw
THE GREGOR Cameron Con-
sultancy semi-finals brings the 
south’s ‘big four’ teams together.

Saturday May 13 
Gregor Cameron Consultancy 

Glasgow Celtic Society Cup – 
Semi Final

Kyles Athletic v Glasgow MA
Inveraray v Oban Camanachd
The 2017 Gregor Cameron 

Consultancy Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup Final takes place 
at the Taynuilt Sports Field on 
Saturday June 24.
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Colville Park     3          
Oban Saints     1             
Scottish Cup – semi-fi nal

Football
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7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday April 20, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 06.14 2.0 12.27 2.7 18.48 1.9  **.**  *.*
Fri 01.43 2.9 07.34 1.8 14.28 2.8 20.01 1.7
Sat 02.48 3.2 08.46 1.6 15.16 3.1 21.04 1.4
Sun 03.33 3.5 09.39 1.2 15.54 3.3 21.52 1.1
Mon 04.13 3.7 10.23 0.9 16.29 3.6 22.35 0.8
Tues 04.52 4.0 11.03 0.6 17.02 3.8 23.17 0.5
Wed 05.29 4.1 11.42 0.4 17.37 4.0  **.**  *.*             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

19
9

8

Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light west south westerly
 Temperatures 7°C to 11ºC.
Friday Sunny intervals
 Winds moderate north westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 9ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds moderate north westerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 8ºC.

Hamilton heartache as Saints bow 
out in Scottish Cup semi

Players from Oban Saints and Colville Park shake hands before last Saturday’s Scottish Amateur Cup semi-� nal at New Douglas Park, home of Hamilton Accies. Photographs and match report: Derek Black.

Paul Carmichael opens the scoring for Saints.

Brian Mackay and Donald Campbell congratulate Paul Carmichael 
on his goal.

OBAN Saints had their hopes of 
a Scottish Amateur Cup Final 
appearance crushed by cup 
holders Colville Park at New 
Douglas Park, Hamilton, last 
Saturday. 

For the second year running, 
the Scottish Cup adventure 
came to an end at the semi-final 
stage with a frustrated Saints 
contingent once again feeling 
they could and should have done 
better. 

Despite taking a deserved first 
half lead, Saints couldn’t hold 
out against their vastly expe-
rienced opponents, conceding 
two sloppy goals before finally 
succumbing to a killer third goal 
from Scottish amateur interna-
tional striker David McKay.

Saints kicked off attacking the 
north stand of the Superseal 
Stadium but quickly conceded 
possession with Dene Cassells 
having to remain strong to see 
out a Stephen McDevitt long 
ball looking for James Miller. 
Miller was again the target on 
the Colville right in the second 
minute where Scott Maitland 
made the block to concede the 
first corner kick of the match.

In the ninth minute, Colville 
central defender James Mulvay 
came in late on Craig MacEwan 
midway inside the Colville half 
with referee Ross Holms content 
to give Mulvay a warning rather 
than issue a caution. Willie 
Gemmell’s free kick was headed 
clear by Mulvay who together 
with Thomas Airlie and Kenny 
Marshall made up a solid back 
three for the Motherwell men.

Myles McAuley made a driving 
run from midfield in the 12th 
minute, making good progress 
on the left before the combined 
attentions of Mulvay, McDevitt 
and Paul McLaughlin forced 
the ball out for a throw-in. 
Saints kept the pressure on from 
Scott Maitland’s throw with 
Brian Mackay working the ball 
across to the overlapping David 
McArthur who fired in a low 
shot which Ryan Ward did well 
to turn round his left hand post 
for a Saints corner.

It was Ward to the rescue again 
for the cup holders from Willie 

Gemmell’s corner kick. Jamie 
Bradley forced the ball out to the 
edge of the box which Donald 
Campbell retrieved and linked 
up with Myles McAuley and 
Brian Mackay to create another 
shooting opportunity. Space 
opened up for Donald 16-yards 
from goal but his curling right 
foot shot was well held by the 
Colville keeper diving to his left.

Saints continued their good 
spell with David McArthur’s 
run up the right touchline being 
halted illegally by Jamie Bradley. 
Willie Gemmell’s free-kick was 
again headed out, this time to 
the right, where Craig MacEwan 

tried to trick his way along the 
bye-line and into the box. Craig 
got past Thomas Airlie and was 
scythed down just inside the box 
by James Mulvay but Mr Holms 
spotted a shirt pull by Craig on 
Mulvay and gave the decision 
in favour of the big Colville 
defender. 

Colville had the ball in the net 
in the 20th minute but were de-
nied by an offside flag. Donald 
Campbell pulled back James 
Miller midway inside the Saints 
half giving dead ball expert 
Darren Miller an opportunity 
to put the ball into the danger 
area. Miller’s deep cross found 
the head of Jamie Bradley whose 
downward header was tucked 
away from six yards by Paul 
McLaughlin who, fortunately 
for Saints, was flagged offside by 
the stand side assistant referee.

Saints took the lead on the half 
hour mark from a long Thomas 
McCulloch free-kick after James 
Miller had been penalised for a 
shirt pull on Scott Maitland.

McCulloch’s long ball from 
level with his 18-yard line wide 
on the left was knocked on by 
Paul Carmichael to Craig Mac-
Ewan. Craig held off challenges 
from Kenny Marshall and James 
Mulvay before finding Donald 
Campbell 25-yards from goal. 
Donald threaded an excellent 
first time pass to Paul Carmi-
chael in the inside left channel 
who timed his run to perfection 
to beat Thomas Airlie’s claims 

for an offside flag. Paul raced 
into the box and lifted the ball 
left footed from ten yards over 
the advancing Ryan Ward and 
into the roof of the net to edge 
Saints in front. 

Colville tried to hit back 
straight from the restart with 
James Miller lifting a decent ef-
fort from 18- yards over Thomas 
McCulloch and onto the roof of 
the Saints net. Then a looping 
Stephen McDeviit header from 
the centre circle sent Paul 
McLaughlin racing through the 
middle with Dene Cassells for 
company. After a good tussle, 
McLaughlin went sprawling just 
outside the Saints’ box, but not 
before he had been penalised for 
a shirt pull on the Saints central 
defender. There was an anxious 
moment for Saints as referee 
Holms consulted his assistant 

who appeared to have flagged 
in favour of Colville. However, 
Mr Holms was happy to let his 
initial decision stand.    

Saints were caught out in the 
42nd minute when trying to play 
the ball out from the back after 
another deep free-kick, this 
time from James Mulvay. David 
McArthur played a risky ball to 
Brian Mackay who was robbed 
by Jamie Bradley coming in on 
the blindside. Bradley played 
a one-two with Christopher 
Craig and picked out Paul 
McLaughlin in space inside the 
box. McLaughlin turned well 
and tucked a neat finish inside 

Thomas McCulloch’s right hand 
post to bring the cup holders 
level. This was a bitter blow for 
Saints to concede such a sloppy 
goal undoing a good first half 
performance, however, full 
credit to Colville who ruthlessly 
exploited the slip-up.

After five second half minutes, 
Paul Carmichael won a free-kick 
wide on the Saints left and ten 
yards inside the Colville half. 
Brian Mackay peeled off to the 
left to accept Willie Gemmell’s 
free-kick and quickly returned 
the ball to Willie 25-yards out 
who, from a promising position, 
didn’t get hold of his shot and 
sent a tame effort well wide of 
target. In the 58th minute, after 
breaking up a Colville attack, 
Saints built a good passing 
move through the middle. Myles 
McAuley linked up with Brian 

Mackay who rolled the ball up 
to Paul Carmichael 12-yards 
inside the Colville half. Paul 
held the ball up well and laid off 
to Craig MacEwan who lofted a 
ball forward looking for Brian 
Mackay who had continued his 
run. Unfortunately Craig’s pass 
was too heavy and skipped away 
from Brian and safely through to 
Ryan Ward in the Colville goal.

 In the 63rd minute, Brian 
Mackay robbed James Mulvay 
eight yards inside the Saints half 
and wide on the left. Mackay 
sent Paul Carmichael racing 
through the inside left channel 
with Kenny Marshall and Garry 
Tierney in pursuit. Marshall 
forced Paul wide who couldn’t 
get a shot away and a great 
chance was lost.

With 20 minutes remaining, 
Saints manager Alex Craik made 
his first substitution, bringing on 
Matthew Kelly to replace Brian 
Mackay. 

Disaster struck for Saints in 
the 72nd minute when a bizarre 
own goal gave Colville a massive 
slice of good fortune that they 
could scarcely believe. A Willie 
Gemmell free kick from just 
inside the Saints half was too 
heavy for Paul Carmichael and 
bounced harmlessly through 
to Ryan Ward. The Colville 
keeper launched a kick from 
hands upfield and, after some 
head tennis in the centre circle, 
Colville worked the ball out to 
James Miller on the left. Miller 
lifted the ball over the head of 
David McArthur and into the 
Saints box for Jamie Bradley 
who got there just before Scott 
Maitland and flicked the ball 
past Thomas McCulloch on the 
six yard line. The ball trundled 
towards the goal line with Dene 
Cassell’s looking set to clear 
the danger. However, Dene’s 
hooked clearance cannoned off 
Myles McAuley and into the net 
leaving both incredulous and 
Saints staring down the barrel.

From the restart, Willie Gem-
mell sent a long ball from the 
centre circle looking for Donald 
Campbell on the right. Donald 
was crowded out by Garry 
Tierney and James Miller who 
received a rap on the ankle for 
his troubles which earned Don-
ald a yellow card which would 
eventually prove costly.

Things went from bad to worse 
for Saints in the 75th minute 
when Myles McAuley was 
harshly penalised for handball 
when the ball appeared to 
strike him on the chest. Darren 
Miller rolled the ball out to 
Stephen McDevitt on the right 
who lofted a diagonal ball from 
30-yards into the Saints box. 
Deadly striker David McKay 
got in between David McArthur 
and Marc Maccallum and from 
12 yards guided a perfect header 
inside Thomas McCulloch’s left 
hand post to stretch Colville’s 
advantage and leave Saints 
facing a monumental task to get 
back into the game.

Saints freshened things up by 
withdrawing Willie Gemmell 
and introducing Ross Maitland 
on the right wing with Donald 
Campbell dropping back into 
midfield. Colville also rang the 
changes with Stephen Burden 
coming on to replace James 
Miller. With nine minutes 
remaining, Saints manager Alex 
Craik replaced Paul Carmichael 
with Dean Smith. 

The game was up for Saints 
when they lost the services of 
Donald Campbell with five min-
utes of normal time remaining. 
Donald took exception to a 
flying elbow from Jamie Bradley 
when the pair contested an aerial 
joust on the edge of the centre 
circle. Referee Holms had an 

excellent view of the incident 
but didn’t see anything wrong 
with Bradley’s challenge. Mr 
Holms also had a clear view of 
Donald’s retaliatory two-handed 
shove into the chest of Bradley 
and promptly produced a second 
yellow card for Donald.

Colville were content to run 
down the clock and record a 
deserved 3-1 win and make it to 
their second Scottish Amateur 
Cup final in two years.

Saints secretary David 
Buchanan said: ‘The boys are 
very disappointed but what an 
achievement it has been for the 
club, and the town of Oban, 
for this group of players along 
with manager Alex Craik and 
his coaches to have reached 
the semi-final of the Scottish 
Amateur Cup two years in suc-
cession. This year’s competition 
started with 573 teams so it’s 
been a tremendous achievement 
and everyone involved deserves 
credit. We were beaten by a bet-
ter team on the day and we wish 
Colville all the best in the final.’

Saints remain on cup duty this 
Saturday when they welcome 
Port Glasgow to Glencruitten in 
the quarter-finals of the Jimmy 
Marshall Trophy. Kick-off is 
2pm with referee John Stobo in 
charge.
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CONTROVERSIAL plans 
to close the A82 at Glencoe 
from 7pm-7am for resurfacing 
work next month have been 
changed.

Bear Scotland had planned 
to close a section of the A82 
near Tulla Cottage in May 
to carry out £260,000 of 
resurfacing improvements, 
but following  numerous 
representations from the 
community, and intervention 
from the A82 Partnership, 
closures times were amended 
to 9pm to 7am.

The work will take place 
from Sunday May 7 to May 
22, excluding Fridays and 
Saturdays.

Traffic will be diverted via 
the A828 Ballachulish and 
A85 at Connel.

BEAR said following initial 
consultation in March, it has 
taken on board the feedback 
and the working hours had 
now been reduced.

A spokesperson for BEAR 
Scotland said: ‘Unfortunately 
a height restriction is in place 
on the diversion route for 
vehicles over 13’ 9” (4.2m) at 
the A828 Connel Bridge, and 
motorists exceeding this are 
encouraged to find an alter-
native route during working 
hours.

‘Alternatively, vehicles in 
excess of the height restric-
tion can travel along the A82 
to Tulla Cottage where they, 
along with motorists requir-
ing local access only, will be 
stacked and escorted through 
the work site when it is safe 
to do so. The road will be 
open to all traffic as normal 
outwith working hours.’

Bottled water firm Highland Spring filmed its 
latest advertisement in Glenfinnan last week, 
writes Katie Carabine.

The Perthshire-based company chose to shoot 
scenes with the Jacobite Steam train travelling 
across the world-famous Glenfinnan Viaduct 
for the advert last Wednesday, April 12.

Florence MacLean, a guard on the Jacobite 
train, said: ‘The film crew were in Glenfinnan 
all day on Wednesday. They were getting out-
side shots of the train on the viaduct and there 
may have been an actor up on the hill running 
down to catch the train. They were delighted 
with the shots they got.’

A spokesperson from Highland Spring said: 
‘The advert will be featured on TV later this 

year. Provenance is key to Highland Spring and 
this will be a key message for us.’

Glenfinnan is a popular site for filming and 
the viaduct is perhaps best known as being 
featured in the Harry Potter film franchise.

Glenfinnan has also featured in other films 
including Highlander, TV shows such as Tag-
gart, Monarch of the Glen and Rockface, and TV 
adverts for Audi, Peugeot and Scottish Field 
magazine, to name a few.

Ms MacLean said: ‘Throughout the year we 
have people filming in Glenfinnan. It’s definite-
ly good for business.’

A spokesperson for Glenfinnan Station Mu-
seum added: ‘The viaduct brings a lot of people 
in. There’s an influx of visitors in the summer.’ 

The Jacobite steam train was � lmed coming over the Glen� nnan Viaduct for a Highland Spring 
TV advert. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

SOUTH Lochaber community councils 
are calling for a seat at the table at the 
A82 summit in June, writes Ellie Forbes.

Last week Transport Minister Humza 
Yousaf announced the meeting which 
will bring together various groups with an 
interest in the operation of the trunk road 
which links Glasgow to Fort William and 
beyond to Inverness.

Members of some south Lochaber com-
munities councils have expressed their 
desire to ensure their community’s voices 
are heard.

The Association of South Lochaber 
Community Councils, made up of Balla-
chulish, Nether Lochaber, Kinlochleven, 
Duror and Kentallen, and Glencoe and 
Glenetive community councils, hope to 
speak as ‘one voice’ at the summit.

Iain Jenner of Nether Lochaber Com-

munity Council told the Lochaber Times: 
‘We are requesting our communities have 
a say in these discussions. Our commu-
nities have been lobbying for the A82 for 
years. We are aware of the issues that are 
ongoing in our communities so we should 
be involved in discussions.’

Chairman of the association and Balla-
chulish Community Council Kevin Smith 
had concerns about people coming up 
with ideas for an A82 upgrade who have 
not met with the communities which are 
affected by the problems. 

He said: ‘The A82 has been on the 
agenda for more than 30 years. It’s an 
issue which affects the whole area and 
our tourism.’

The association wants to look at the 
options for upgrading the road between 
Ballachulish and Fort William. Mr Smith 

said: ‘We have real concerns about the 
width of the road, especially with the 
number of articulated lorries on it. To 
get a road 7.3 metres in width all the way 
from Fort William to Glasgow would be 
phenomenal but not without difficulty.’

Ms Smith highlighted the potential im-
pacts the Lochaber smelter could have on 
the A82, with additional housing meaning 
more people travelling on the road.

Lochaber MSP Kate Forbes told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘I meet with community 
councils regularly and I met with repre-
sentatives of Ballachulish and Nether 
Lochaber Community Councils last 
week. Transport was high on the agenda. 
I hope communities will continue to drive 
progress on the A82 and are included and 
involved at every stage of the decision 
making process.’

A FAMILY who put their life 
savings and ambitions into 
running Laggan’s only store are 
being sent back to Canada next 
month.

Jason and Christy Zielsdorf 
arrived in Scotland in 2008. 
More recently and with their 
five children, the Zielsdorfs 
have owned and run the Laggan 
Stores, bothy and holiday let.

Over the past year, however, 
the family has been embroiled in 
a ‘bureaucratic nightmare’ with 
the Home Office regarding their 
desire to stay in the country, as 
reported by The Oban Times in 
June 2016.

On April 14 this year, the 
Zielsdorfs were forced to 
announce to their customers 
that the shop will no longer be 
open for business as their efforts 
to obtain an extension to their 
entrepreneurial visa allowing 
them to stay in Scotland had 
been unsuccessful.

Mr Zielsdorf told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘This was our plan, our 
livelihood and our future.  We 
didn’t have a plan b, c, d, e or 
f but this is not a decision that 
effects just us. We serve the 
elderly and young people who 
have just moved to this remote 
area. What does it say to them?

‘It is so frustrating because our 
customers are great. This is not 
a story about the demise of a 
rural shop. Last week was one of 
our best and busiest and yet the 
whole time we are thinking, we 
are having to give this up.’

Mr Zielsdorf claimed that 
throughout the application 
process, the Home Office had 
not been interested in their 

Communities call for seat at A82 talks

Road work 
closure 
times 
changed

circumstances but its decision to 
revoke his wife’s driving licence 
was a crucial factor in the fami-
ly’s fight coming to an end.

He said:  ‘The Home Office 
have us on that plane on May 
4.  We don’t want to leave but 
we have decided the fight is 
futile. Before Christmas we 
heard of a family from the US 
living in Nairn who had what we 
are applying for but were then 
denied permission to stay full 
time. These people had done 
everything that was asked of 
them but it still was not enough. 
Then in January, they [Home 
Office] took away my wife’s 
licence. I thought they had a 
modicum of sense or goodwill 
but, no, we were left having to 
pay other companies over the 
odds to have our goods delivered 
to a rural area with no public 
transport for eight miles.’

The Zieldorfs had been hoping 
to sell the shop before leaving. 
Although there are some inter-
ested buyers, a deal still hasn’t 
gone through. ‘We didn’t even 
know where to pick when they 
asked where should our things 

be sent,’ said mr Zieldorf. ‘We 
chose Toronto because it is cen-
tral. We are a strong family but 
the impact on the children won’t 
really be felt until we leave. 
When we get to Canada we are 
going to have to take some time 
to rebuild ourselves. We have 
lost our happy ever after and our 
financial means. All our assets 
are here but with the shop not 
operating it is costing me a third 
more to insure the building.  
Time wise, nothing is working 
out in our favour.’

While feeling let down by the 
system, Jason thanked MP Drew 
Hendry’s efforts as staunch de-
fender and advocate.  The family 
was also ‘touched’ by an online 
petition campaigning for their 
visa approval which received 
more than 3,000 signatures.

Councillor for Caol and Mal-
laig Ben Thompson described 
the situation as shameful, 
meanwhile Kate Forbes, MSP 
for Lochaber, said: ‘When 
an immigration policy starts 
deporting our local families, it 
cannot be right. I’m disgusted 
by the number of people in 
the Highlands who have found 
themselves at the mercy of the 
UK Government’s irrational 
policy on immigration.

‘The Zielsdorfs have lived 
with uncertainty for over a year. 
I’ve met them and visited their 
shop and cafe. They invested 
thousands of pounds to turn 
the small business into an asset 
for Laggan. The reward meted 
out by the UK Government for 
moving to Scotland, bringing 
children into a Highland village 
and investing in a small business 
is deportation. We need an 
immigration policy that doesn’t 
damage the Highlands.’

‘Shameful’ system sees Laggan 
family ordered back to Canada

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Jason Zielsdorf

Glen� nnan in TV advert spotlight

The Lochaber
Model Show 2017

in the assembly hall

Lochaber High School
Fort William

Saturday 29th April
10am till 4.30pm

Admission Adults £2.50, Kids and 
Concessions £1.00

Model Boats, ships, planes, tractors,
trucks, trains, helicopters, diggers,
emergency services, cars, cranes, 
working fairground models, four 

running train displays
Thank you to, The Glenspean Lodge, 

LBS, S & A Cameron,
Ferguson Transport, Caley Timber & 
Building Supplies and Highland Titles 
for providing sponsorship to the show

All profits going to Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Service

NOW OPEN! Open 7 days, 
8.30am - 5pm

Come along for 
delicious breakfasts, 
lunches, baking & 

takeaways, all served 
with a gorgeous view 
 of Corran Narrows.

( 01855 821 383 | Corran Ferry | www.thecorran.net | info@thecorran.net
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LONDON rock art band Djan-
go Django and Scots trad trail-
blazers Blazin’ Fiddles lead a 
unique line-up of electronic and 
contemporary traditional music 
in this year’s Skye Live festival.

Now in its third year, the two-
day Skye Live festival, which 
showcases some of Scotland’s 
finest bands and DJs as well as 
food and produce from the isle 
of Skye, takes place in Septem-
ber and is proving so popular 
that early bird tickets have 
already sold out.

Skye Live began as an idea be-
tween two friends, Niall Munro 
and Ali MacIsaac, who believed 
a hill overlooking Portree 
Harbour, known locally as The 
Lump, would make an excellent 
venue for a music festival.

Niall said: ‘The Lump already 
has an established amphitheatre 
and is used each year by the 
Highland Games. The views 
from there are fantastic so we 
decided this was the place we 

Skye Live founders Ali MacIsaac and Niall Munro. 

MORE than 200 Highland 
patients waited at least three 
months to get treatment for 
eye conditions over 2015/2016, 
a MSP has revealed.

The figures came to light 
after Highlands and Islands 
Labour MSP David Stewart 
took up the case of an Inver-
ness 80-year-old who waited 
11 months for a cataract 
operation.

In answer to a parliamen-
tary question lodged by Mr 
Stewart, Scottish Govern-
ment Health Secretary Shona 
Robison said 2,070 patients 
received ophthalmology 
treatment with 1,839 waiting 
less than 12 weeks and 231 
waiting more than 12 weeks.

In reply to a previous par-
liamentary question posed by 
Mr Stewart, Shona Robison 
said that under the Patients’ 
Rights (Scotland) Act 2011 all 
patients should receive their 
inpatient or day case treat-
ment, including a cataract 
operation, within 12 weeks of 
a patient agreeing treatment 
with their consultant.

‘Ms Robison’s own stand-
ard has been broken in the 
region,’ said Mr Stewart. ‘Any 
patient with an eye condition 
should not have to face such 
a delay.’

In comparison, figures for 
the Central Belt showed all 
11,379 patients were treated 
within the Scottish Govern-
ment target. 

Mr Stewart added: ‘It doesn’t 
take a mathematician to work 
out that some patients in the 
Central Belt, where there is a 
larger population, are getting 
a better service than here in 
the Highlands. No-one can 
blame our hard-pressed NHS 
staff because it rests with the 
Scottish Government to find 
a solution.’

BALLOT papers for postal 
voters in the Western Isles 
should have been delivered 
over the last few days, ready 
for the Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar election on Thursday 
May 4.

Comhairle’s returning 
o�  cer Malcolm Burr advised 
postal voters: ‘Make sure 
you follow the instructions 
carefully before completing 
your ballot paper. Don’t 
forget to include your date 
of birth and signature on the 
postal voting statement.

‘Postal ballot papers must 
be received by the Returning 
O�  cer by 10pm on May 4.’

A NEW support group for 
carers is starting Mallaig.

The Connecting Carers group 
will have its � rst meeting on 
Tuesday April 25 in the Astley 
Hall, Arisaig, from 11am.

There are more than 3,000 
unpaid carers in Highland, 
some as young as � ve, who 
look after relatives, friends 
or neighbours who couldn’t 
manage without them.

All unpaid carers are invited 
to go along and meet up with 
other carers in the area to chat 
over a cup of tea and cake and 
share their experiences while 
having a well-deserved break 
from their responsibilities.

For more information email 
carers@connec tingcarers .
org.uk or telephone Mary 
Hemsworth on 01463 723561.

A FORUM has called for imme-
diate action from the Scottish 
transport minister after ferry 
cancellations indicate the mis-
takes of last year have not been 
rectified.

Sleat Transport Forum (STF) 
has expressed ‘extreme concern’ 
widespread disruption of the 
Mallaig to Armadale ferry 
service experienced during the 
first two weeks of the summer 
timetable may have set the tone 
for what is to come this summer.

According to STF, there have 
been 36 service cancellations 
on the Mallaig to Armadale 

New support for 
Mallaig carers

TIMESLINE

Don’t miss out on 
postal voting 

route since the season started 
on March 31, including weather 
cancellations last Wednesday. 
This figure is approaching 
10 per cent of the 395 service 
cancellations during the entire 
2016 season using three vessels 
and almost 50 per cent of the 
total service cancellations of 76 
during the summer of 2015 when 
the service was operated by a 
single vessel MV Coruisk.

CalMac’s decision in 2016 to 
remove MV Coruisk from the 
route was met with controversy. 
Following the ‘unacceptable 
level of service’ last summer, 

the operator has deployed two 
vessels on the route this year, 
MV Loch Fyne and MV Lord of 
the Isles. But the forum believes 
the design of these boats makes 
them unfit for purpose on this 
route.

A spokesman for the STF said: 
‘This [the service disruption] is 
due entirely to the deployment 
of unsuitable vessels on the 
route which are affected by tides 
and unable to operate in moder-
ate winds. These problems were 
foreseen by the forum and the 
communities on both sides of the 
Sound of Sleat but all attempts 

to secure a reliable and regular 
service have fallen on deaf ears 
at both the Scottish Government 
and CalMac. The problem could 
be resolved at a stroke by the 
return of the MV Coruisk, 
the vessel purpose-built for 
the route which is at present 
deployed as a second ship on the 
Oban-Craignure service.

‘There are other options 
available to meet the needs of 
Oban-Craignure route if the will 
existed to look at these.’

Roddy Murray, chairman 
of the STF, continued: ‘The 
continuing daily disruption will 

have a detrimental impact on lo-
cal economies leading to the loss 
of employment and a downturn 
in business.

‘Despite all assurances from 
CalMac and Transport Scotland 
that last year’s unacceptable ser-
vice would not be repeated, the 
situation has not improved and 
Sleat Transport Forum appeals 
once again to the Minister for 
Transport and Islands Humza 
Yousaf MSP and his officials to 
take immediate steps to retrieve 
the situation and enable an 
effective and reliable service to 
be provided.’

Forum calls for immediate 
action over ferry call-offs

wanted to host the first Skye 
Live festival.

‘We got a few bands together, 
including the Peatbog Faeries 
and Donny Munro, and carried 
everything – including all the 
equipment – up the hill. We 
focused on electronic music 
and contemporary Scots trad. 
Everyone got behind it. We had 
1,600 people there and we all 
had a great time.

`Because the event was so suc-
cessful, we decided to do it again 
the next year and this time we 
included stalls and chefs show-
casing Skye’s quality produce, 
which went down really well with 
festival-goers. We had a bit more 
space last year as we moved the 
festival to King George V but 
the atmosphere wasn’t the same.

‘The ambience of the Lump 
adds a magical element to 
the festival, with its amazing 
views across the island. The 
amphitheatre and Apothecary’s 
Tower create a sense of history. 

It really is the best place to hold 
our festival because it showcases 
everything Skye has to offer. It’s 
one of the most unique festival 
sites in the world.’

On the stage this year are elec-
tronica artists Django Django, 
Mano Le Tough, Apparat, a DJ 

who has just finished a world 
tour and comes to Skye as a solo 
exclusive, Joe Goddard, Joy Or-
bison, Dekmantel Soundsystem, 
Optimo (Espacio), Shanti Ce-
leste, Lord Of The Isles, Eclair 
Fifi, Dixon Avenue Basement 
Jams and Finiflex.

Leading the line-up on the 
Scots trad stages are Blazin’ 
Fiddles. Other artists include 
Skye band Niteworks, Jarlath 
Henderson, Dàimh, Bwani 
Junction presents Graceland, 
Pronto Mama, The Elephant 
Sessions, Injuns Vs The Dead 
Man’s Waltz, Ho-Ro, Inyal and 
Sian.

Once again, local produce will 
be a key feature of the festival.

Ali said: ‘Our aim is to show-
case Skye’s amazing poduce. We 
are also keen to add value to the 
local economy and festival-goers 
will be able to walk in and out of 
the festival at their leisure to see 
what Portree has to offer.

Location is important but it’s 
equally important to offer a 
unique musical experience and 
I am very excited to be bringing 
some of these world-renowned 
artists to the place I call home.’

Skye Live 2017 takes place on 
Friday and Saturday September 
22 and 23.

Delay in 
eye care 
condemned 
by MSP 

Unique line-up for Skye Live event 

Lochaber 
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newsdesk 
01397 703003

Glenshellach Business Park
argyllcollege.ac.uk

01631 559 500

Apply online now for a wide 
range of full and part-time 

courses starting September.
Sound Production . Hairdressing 

Applied Science . Sport and Fitness
Maritime . Education 4 Life

Horticulture . Catering
Hospitality . Admin and Business

Computing . Social Science
Childcare . Health and Social Care

Agriculture & more

Maritime Skills course. Still a few places remaining 
for late April start. Apply now!

Argyll College UHI is 
preparing to kick off a new 
academic year with the most 
exciting and wide-ranging 
curriculum it has ever of-
fered.

And the 2017/18 prospec-
tus isn’t the only good news 
for existing and future 
students.   Official statistics 
show that more Argyll 
College UHI students than 
ever before are successfully 
completing their courses.

The news was welcomed 
by its Principal, Fraser 
Durie, who stressed that 
achieving at college was of-
ten a springboard to further 
education and employment 
opportunities.

Statistics released by the 
Scottish Funding Council 
show the proportion of 
Further Education (FE) 
students completing their 

full-time courses at Argyll 
College UHI in 2015/16 has 
increased by a huge 13.7% 
over the last three years.

The overall total of 74.9% 
is now nearly 7% above the 
national average, putting 
the college ahead of the 
pack in terms of success-
fully supporting its FE 
students through to the end 
of their chosen courses.

The statistics also show a 
19.6% leap over the last year 
alone in the corresponding 
figure for part-time Argyll 
College UHI students (on 
courses taking up more 
than 320 hours), which is 
now 80.6%.   This is 6% 
above the national average.

At the same time, the Col-
lege has achieved its target 
of ensuring that 100% of its 
full time teaching staff hold 
teaching qualifications.

“We’re very pleased with 
the progress we’ve made 
over the last few years – par-
ticularly as regards the FE 
course completion rates,” 
Principal Fraser Durie said. 

“We believe a significant 
factor in this success is our 
network of local learning 
centres, which enable stu-
dents to study and achieve, 
with appropriate support, 
within their own communi-
ties.

“Successfully completing 
one of our FE courses is 
often not an end in itself 
but a means to progressing 
on to other courses or 
employment opportunities.  
We’re delighted such a high 
proportion of our students 
are putting themselves in 
the position of being able to 
move onwards and upwards.

“Our staff work extremely 

hard to help all our students 
reach their full potential, so 
it’s very rewarding for them 
when our performance is 
shown to measure up so pos-
itively against the national 
average.  We’ll continue to 
work hard to further improve 
in the future.”

Anyone interested in 
finding out more about 
Argyll College UHI and 
the courses it offers should 
go to www.argyllcollege.
ac.uk , email us at info@
argyllcollege.ac.uk, pick up 
a prospectus from one of 
our centres or ring us on 
0345 2309969.

Argyll College UHI is one 
of 13 academic partners of 
the University of the High-
lands and Islands, and is the 
main provider of further 
and higher education in 
Argyll and Bute.

Argyll College UHI rises above 
national performance average

Advertorial
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KINLOCHLEVEN Community 
Trust is organising a litter 
pick-up in Kinlochleven on 
Saturday April 22.

Volunteers will be meeting at 
the community public toilets 
at 10am. Free food and a hot 
drink will be served at the 
Salvation Army Unit on pres-
entation of a token from the 
organisers. The trust will have 
litter pickers, gloves and bags, 
but volunteers are welcome to 
bring their own.

ANGER has been voiced after 
campers left unsightly piles 
of rubbish in Glen Etive over 
Easter weekend.

Owned by the National Trust 
for Scotland (NTS), the land at 
Glen Etive is often abused by 
campers. 

Mark Shone, a stalker at Glen 
Etive Estate, has been involved 
with a campaign to bring an-
ti-social behaviour in Glen Etive 
to the attention of the public for 
a number of years.

He set up the ‘Glen Etive – the 
Dirty Truth’ Facebook page 
four years ago after spending 
his first season on the estate and 
witnessing the mess people left 
behind.

Mr Shone said: ‘I just couldn’t 
believe what I was seeing. The 
mess people leave is unreal. We 
get a huge amount of human 
waste left behind in cooking 
pots and stoves. It’s disgusting.’

Mr Shone said things were bad 
again after the Easter break as 
on both Monday and Tuesday he 
found unsightly piles of rubbish 
in the glen. 

‘I think putting a camping ban 
is a bit extreme and not fair to 

A VOLUNTEER from Fort William Town Team has given a 
run-down lane a new lease of life in time for summer.

Cinema Lane, one of the first places people parking in 
Viewforth car park see as they make their way to Fort William 
High Street, had been looking worse for wear, with graffiti and 
a rotting door greeting pedestrians. The town team had been 
monitoring the situation and decided recently something need-
ed to be done. At last week’s meeting, secretary Sue Keen said 
she had written to the owner of the restaurant with the rotting 
door twice and members of the team had visited the restaurant 
to ask about repairs, with no success.

Ms Keen said: ‘It’s one of the first parts of town people will 
see and it’s not a good welcome to the town. We try to encour-
age people to take pride in the area.’

Fort William and Ardnamurchan ward manager Dot Fergu-
son informed the team that as the building is privately owned, 
there was nothing the Highland Council could do, unless it was 
posing a danger. However, town team volunteer James Kenne-
dy arranged with the owner he would tidy up the lane and give 
it a fresh coat of paint. Mr Kennedy told the Lochaber Times 
the owner had agreed to give a donation towards the cost of 
getting the work done. ‘The lane looks better already,’ he said. 
‘It makes quite a difference.’

Sarah Kennedy, of Fort William Marina and Shoreline Com-
pany, said: ‘We want everyone to make a good impression on 
visitors to Fort William, so any work to make shops look nice 
is appreciated.’

The Lochaber Times thanks Mr Kennedy and the town team 
for painting its office’s side of the lane.

James Kennedy paints over gra�  ti in Cinema Lane.

A £2.9M housing development on Fort 
William High Street is due to be completed 
next week.

The development of one and two-bedroom 
homes in the Tweeddale building, which 
started last February, is due to be finished 
on Thursday April 27.

A spokesperson for Highland Council 
said: ‘Work on the town centre site, which 
had lain empty for a long period and is 

providing 22 flats for council rent, is nearly 
complete.’

All 22 flats have been allocated and the 
tenants will be moved in as soon as possible.

This latest project takes the total spend on 
housing to £40 million in Fort William over 
the past five years.

In addition to the Tweeddale investment, 
the council is working with partners to 
provide other affordable homes in Fort 

William. Lochaber Housing Association, 
along with the council, is working to bring 
13 new houses to the site of the former Bel-
haven Ward, across from Lochaber Leisure 
Centre. 

The £1.8 million redevelopment will see 
five of the 13 homes as wheelchair acces-
sible bungalows for council rent and eight, 
one and two bed flats for rent by Lochaber 
Housing Association.

CONFUSION over car parking rules at 
Lochaber Yacht Club appears to have 
been cleared up this week.

The Lochaber Times was contacted by a 
reader who said any feelings of commu-
nity spirit she had previously had been 
‘severely tarnished’ after her car was 
deliberately blocked in by someone at the 
club last Thursday.

Sarah Gray said she parks at the club 
every morning to walk her dog, but unfor-
tunately had an unpleasant exchange with 
a club member after being blocked in.

Despite not being a member of the club, 
Sarah said she quite often parks her car in 
its car park for half an hour as long as it 
is not busy. She has also competed in both 
the junior and senior Loch Linnhe swims 
on many occasions and had ‘enjoyed the 
use of the fantastic facilities at Lochaber 
Yacht Club afterwards’.

Mrs Gray said: ‘Unfortunately, we 
had had a family bereavement the night 
before and I was quickly walking the dog 

down by the loch on my way to Glasgow to 
pick up my brother and bring him home 
for the funeral. 

‘I came back to the car to find I had been 
blocked in by a member of the club who, 
when politely asked to move his vehicle, 
flatly and rudely refused. I explained 
my circumstances, to no avail, while he 
threatened me with leaving his car in situ 
and even reporting my presence to the 
police. 

‘Eventually, he relented and allowed me 
to leave.’

Speaking to the Lochaber Times, Mrs 
Gray said she would be happy to pay a 
club membership or contribute to the car 
park maintenance if it was an option.

She said: ‘I would be delighted to con-
tribute to the club if that’s its policy for 
parking, but I don’t know the rules. 

‘A lot of people have had similar prob-
lems because they are not sure what’s 
allowed. It’s such a shame because it’s a 
local club. A lot of tourists use the car 

park and I wouldn’t want them to be given 
the same treatment I was. I hope we can 
find a friendly solution.’

Lochaber Yacht Club spoke to the 
Lochaber Times to try to clear up the 
situation. Commodore Hamish Loudon 
said: ‘The entire area belongs to the yacht 
club and the car park is not free. It is for 
club members. We are about to embark 
on repairing the car park, which is costing 
a lot. 

‘The car park seems to be regarded as 
free, but we have to be careful because we 
need to be fair to our members who pay to 
use the facilities.

‘We are not here to make money like 
council-run car parks but we need to 
protect the interests of our members. The 
club doesn’t want to be anti-social but 
it’s a delicate balancing act to make sure 
people who want to come down and park 
to take a boat out are able to.

‘Anyone wishing to become a member of 
the club can fill out a form on our website.’

SOME time between Friday 
and Saturday, April 14 and 
15, the window of a house 
at Alexander Square was 
damaged.

At 11.50am on Monday 
April 10, a grey BMW 1 car 
was set on � re on the B8004 
Spean Bridge to Banavie 
road near the Commando 
Memorial. 

Call 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 
111 or online at crimestop-
pers-uk.org.

WORK to tidy up the derelict remains 
of the former Upper Achintore and Fort 
William primary schools, described by 
one concerned resident as a ‘war zone’, is 
finally getting under way.

Since the schools were closed and the 
pupils moved to a new, amalgamated 
Lundavra primary in 2015, the buildings 
have been neglected, much to the concern 
nearby residents.

While the old Fort William Primary 
School is due to get a new lease of life 
when it gets turned into Highland Coun-
cil offices and a Job Centre, the Upper 
Achintore building has been vandalised 
and was broken into in August 2016.

The building is in such a state, with 
broken windows, litter and graffiti that 
one concerned Upper Achintore resident 
told the Lochaber Times it would be ‘no 
exaggeration to say it looked like a war 
zone’.

When asked how the building came to 
be in its current state and if anything was 
to be done about it, a spokesperson for 
Police Scotland said: ‘We are aware of 
ongoing issues and liaising with the local 
authority.’

However, local residents had been losing 
faith that anything was ever going to be 
done to secure the building to prevent 
vandals or to clean up the mess.

Iain King, who lives near the former 
school, said: ‘Anytime you complained [to 
the council] nothing was happening.’

But last week a Highland Council 
spokesperson said council officials had 
visited the site on Tuesday April 11 to see 
the damage for themselves.

She added: ‘Community Services are 
arranging to clear debris and remove a 
damaged shed. More windows will be 

The former school building has now been secured but it has been vandalised 
repeatedly over the last couple of years. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

STUDIO 2 is to run basic sew-
ing workshops on Fort William 
High Street from 2pm-4pm on 
April 29.

Bronwyn Strachan from 
Studio 2 said: ‘You don’t hear 
of too many young people 
sewing these days but you 
know what it’s like when you 
want to put on a pair of jeans 
but the zip is broken. If the 
jeans haven’t cost that much, 
you might throw them out but 
if you can � x them it gives the 
jeans a new lease of life.’

For more information con-
tact info@thebuzzproject.org 
or call 01397 705428.

Anger at campers as 
glen is litter-strewn

Mark Shone took this photograph in the glen on Tuesday. 

people who don’t litter the area. 
The Scottish Government need 
to make laws more enforceable 
for police because out of all the 
people I have reported to the 
police I don’t think any have 
been prosecuted.

‘An alcohol ban, which I think 
could be a good idea, was in the 
pipeline a couple of years ago 
and the police said they could 
enforce it. But then again it’s a 
shame for the people who want 
to enjoy a glass of wine.’

The NTS said the issue of 
litter comes up frequently. A few 
weeks ago, volunteers collected 

65 bags of rubbish in Glencoe, 
as part of a Keep Scotland 
Beautiful clean-up. 

An NTS spokesperson said: 
‘Now spring is arriving and 
there are more people heading 
outside, visitors are reminded 
of the Scottish Outdoor Access 
Code. Take your litter home. 
If you’re camping, remove all 
traces of your pitch and don’t 
pollute. 

‘Unfortunately, some people 
just don’t follow this advice. The 
trust takes responsibility for 
tidying up our land – every year 
we remove hundreds of bags of 

rubbish. This work, while vital, 
diverts staff from important 
conservation work. It also leaves 
our charity with the costs for 
disposing of this rubbish.’

Highland Council Countryside 
ranger Michelle Melville believes 
the root of the problem is the 
recent byelaws introduced in 
national parks including Loch Lo-
mond. These mean there are now 
paid permits for camping areas so 
people are more likely to come up 
here where they can wild camp. 
It’s remote enough for them to 
get away with littering, whereas 
the policing in the national park 
is also more strict as the rangers 
there have become enforcement 
officers for the new bylaws.

She said: ‘There’s a perception 
that people have come further 
north to drop litter or party. 
You quite often get people with 
festival packs containing tents, 
sleeping bags and alcohol, which 
are cheap to buy, coming and 
having a good party and then 
jumping in their cars and leaving 
the stuff behind.

‘In my opinion, these packs 
should be banned and tents 
should be a certain price.’

She added rangers haven’t cov-
ered Glen Etive for around 10 
years because of financial cuts.

boarded on the school building, the jan-
itor’s house and gates will be secured and 
fencing repaired.’

The council has stuck to its word and 
have made some improvements to the 
security and appearance of the building.

The spokesperson said: ‘The community 
services team has done a great job clear-
ing up. They have got most of the glass 
and debris cleared. 

‘A large skip was filled and they have se-
cured the second floor windows that were 
used to access the building. The janitor’s 
house is now completely boarded up and 

breaches to the fencing have been fixed. 
The pitch is still open for use by local 
residents but access to the rest of the site 
should not occur.’

Mr King said: ‘The main issue was that 
it took them so long.’

The council added there is nothing more 
it can do at this stage but it urges anyone 
with information about the vandalism 
or who sees anyone in the grounds to 
contact police on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111 or use the 
Crimestoppers online form at https://
crimestoppers-uk.org/.

Yacht club car park rules clarifi ed

Former school building secured

Town Team volunteer gives 
lane a new lease of life

Tweedale fl ats for council rent nearing completion

TIMESLINE
Volunteers gear 
up to blitz litter

Window damaged 
and car set alight

Sharpen up your 
sewing skills



4 NEWS Thursday 20 April, 2017          www.lochabertimes.co.uk

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

FW

KILMALLIE Community Compa-
ny is appealing for volunteers 
to help repair paths and clear 
up litter in the Pine Wood on 
Saturday April 22 from 10am.

Meeting at Farrow Drive, the 
main job will be shifting gravel 
to repair paths. Anyone able to 
help is asked to take along a 
wheelbarrow and shovel.

As well as the path work, there 
will be a litter pick. Rubbish 
bags and a trailer will be provid-
ed but volunteers are asked to 
take their own gloves.

REPRESENTATIVES of Caol-
based Lochaber Sensory Care 
will be visiting Lochaline on 
Tuesday April 25.

A team of sta�  and volun-
teers will be at Morvern’s 
Medical Practice from 
10.30am until 12.30pm to 
o� er help and advice to those 
living locally with sight or 
hearing loss.

They will also supply NHS 
hearing aid batteries, pro-
vide re-tubing for the hear-
ing aids and assist with any 
di�  culties. No appointment 
is required.

SENSATRONIC Scotland is hav-
ing another open day in Caol on 
April 22.

From 10am to noon, the 
group will be talking about 
the project to make music 
technology accessible to young 
people with additional support 
needs and introducing some of 
the instruments and techniques 
we’ve developed. 

From noon-4pm, everyone is 
welcome to go along and try 
out the instruments and meet 
the team. The group plans to 
return for � ve monthly work-

shops. If interested, contact 
Kilmallie Free Church, Caol, 
PH33 7AU.

DYSLEXIA Lochaber is host-
ing a talk by a language and 
speech therapist on Thursday 
April 27 at 7.30pm in Kilmallie 
Church Hall.

Loch Shiel Festival’s late 
night session on Saturday 
April 22 is local hero Megan 
Henderson.

Megan returns with mem-
bers of her band Breabach, 
a real success story for Scots 
traditional music. She will be 
in Glenuig Hall at 9pm.

LOCHABER Model Festival will 
take place on Saturday April 29 
at Lochaber High School from 
10am to 4.30pm.

Admission, adults £2,50, £1 for 
children and concessions.

All pro� ts from the show will 
be donated to Lochaber Moun-
tain Rescue Team.

On display will be model 
trucks, trains, planes, boats, 
cranes, helicopters and more.

A HARLEY-DAVIDSON Riders 
Club of GB event will be tak-
ing place at the Edinburgh 
Woolen Mill on Saturday 
April 22 from 10am.

The event is being organ-
ised to encourage more local 
Harley-Davidson owners 
to join the club, the oldest 
one-make motorcycle club in 
Europe, founded in 1949.

Anyone interested in seeing 
some colour and hearing the 
wonderful exhaust note of 30 
or more Harleys on the day is 
welcome to go along and chat 
with the group, and sit on for 
a ride as pillion.

View from the Chamber

IN SCOTLAND, we have thousands 
of young people not in work and not in 
education.

They are waking up each morning 

wondering if their community has any 
need for them. To help address this 
groups including Developing the Young 
Workforce (DYW), the Highland 
Council, Skills Development Scotland, 
schools and colleges are working in 
partnership to develop and increase 
work-related learning opportunities for 
young people.

A number of employers in Scotland 
currently offer work experience, but 
we need more employers in all types of 
industries to offer this.

Offering meaningful work experience 
to young people comes in various forms 

and there are many ways employers can 
help schools and colleges. 

They all help increase self-esteem and 
social confidence or help provide that 
‘light bulb’ moment that encourages a 
young person to seek a positive destina-
tion after they leave education.

Your help ensures future employees 
have the right work experience for your 
industry.

For more information about offering a 
young person work experience, contact 
your local DYW West Highland team 
on 01397 705765 or email info@dyw-
westhighland.org.

WHAT’S ON IN LOCHABER

COMMUNITY wardens are 
tackling anti-social issues across 
Lochaber.

Willie Duncan and Matthew 
Possner were appointed as Lo-
chaber’s community wardens in 
September 2016. While the pair 
don’t have specific patches, they 
work 28 hours a week across 
four days for the Highland 
Council, patrolling central and 
rural areas.

The wardens are concerned 
with problems including dog 
fouling, untidy gardens and fly 
tipping. They also help with 
housing allocation and recently 
helped in the welcoming of 
Syrian families to Kinlochleven.

Should the wardens find a 
garden filled with inappropriate 
items or overgrown grass they 
will give the householder a letter 
telling them to get the place in 
order. 

If the situation hasn’t improved 
after 14 days, a second letter will 
be sent informing the resident 

Willie Duncan and Matthew Possner are the community wardens for Lochaber. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The 

Write Image.

Wardens on a mission to tackle 
anti-social issues in community

the amount the council will 
charge to do the work for them.

Willie Duncan told the Loch-
aber Times: ‘We have about a 
94 to 96 per cent success rate in 
places like Caol. Once people 
get the second letter, they tend 
to get the job done.

‘Once we issue the first letter, 
the name is logged. Some prob-
lems may take longer to fix and 
we give people the benefit of the 
doubt, but if someone tells us 
they are going to fix whatever 
problem we have highlighted on 
Wednesday, we will be there on 
the Thursday to check.

‘It doesn’t need to come to that 
though. If people have white 
goods they want to get rid of they 
can contact the Highland Coun-
cil and get an uplift for £18.20.  
There is no need for people to 
be sitting with fridge freezers in 
their front garden. All that does 
is get the neighbours angry and 
cause unrest in the community.’

According to the Highland 
Council, the role of the wardens 
is to work with the community 
and other agencies to improve 

the safety and security of the 
area and to provide support, 
advice and information to the 
community.

It has also taken a proactive 
approach to developing links 
with community organisations 
and as part of Mr Duncan and 
Mr Possner efforts to tackle 
fly-tipping, they plan to visit 
schools throughout Lochaber to 
help engage young people in the 
importance of community care.

Mr Duncan added: ‘A lot of 
the problematic areas coincide 
with where youngsters walk to 
and from schools at lunch or at 
home time.  Wherever there is 
unoccupied land you start to see 
litter building up, for example 
near the Esso garage in Fort 
William.  The youngsters might 
be responsible for some of the 
mess but a lot of it is not out 
of badness. We hope to change 
their mindset. Maybe if we can 
get into the schools and talk to 
the pupils about the cost and 
the knock-on effects, they might 
cotton on to the mess they are 
making.’

A MOTHER and son are set to make histo-
ry as they team up on a train.

Florence MacLean, from Fort William, 
has been a guard with West Coast Railways’ 
Jacobite Steam Train for 22 years.

Now her 18 year-old son, Lewis, is joining 
her on the Harry Potter train after qualify-
ing for the same job.

Speaking to the Lochaber Times, Florence 
said she believes it’s the first time a mother 
son have worked on the train together.

‘You know what it’s like between mothers 
and sons, but I am looking forward to work-
ing with Lewis,’ said Florence.

Florence, 55, said Lewis, a former student 
at Lochaber High School, was never sure 
what he wanted to do after school but ‘I 
think this is a natural progression for him 
because in the holidays he would come on 
the trains and help out - he loved it’.

Lewis is also training to be a fireman for 
the engine crew so Florence said he will 

‘be quite the all rounder’. Lewis is always 
looking for new challenges,’ she said.

Florence, who used to work at the pulp 
mill, has worked on trains for the past 35 
years. She said: ‘I have been a conductor, a 
‘trolly dolly’ for ScotRail, I have worked on 
the platform and I’ve been a freight guard.’

The new season for the Jacobite began 
last weekend and will be taking passengers 
between Fort William and Mallaig twice a 
day.

Lewis MacLean, with mum Florence, 
who has safely ‘guarded’ the Jacobite 
steam train for decades. Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson, The Write Image. 

Old school 
demolition 
under way

Mother and son on track to make 
history on Jacobite steam train

SWIMMING lessons for children with additional support 
needs in Lochaber have been set up following a successful 
campaign.

The call to set up a swimming class for children with ad-
ditional support needs was successful earlier this year after 
High Life Highland agreed to put on classes at Lochaber 
Leisure Centre.

Amie-Louise Wallace, who set up the Lochaber Autism 
Support Group two years ago, had been canvassing parents 
in Lochaber who have children with support needs to assess 
the need for tailored swimming classes.

The response was positive and Lochaber Autism Support 
Group’s hard work has now paid off.

The group took to Facebook to let the community know 
about the classes.

Amie said: ‘I am happy to announce swimming lessons for 
children with additional support needs are now available to 
book at Lochaber Leisure Centre. These lessons will take 
place every Monday at 4.30pm in the hydrotherapy pool 
starting on Monday April 24. Depending on your child's 
needs, parents are welcome to be in the water to assist.

‘Like the regular lessons, this session is free to High Life 
Highland members and for [children aged] five years and 
up. Classes are limited to six children so please book now to 
avoid disappointment.’

A spokesperson for High Life Highland said they were ‘de-
lighted’ to be working with Lochaber Autism Support Group 
to trial dedicated weekly lessons for children with additional 
support needs, adding: ‘These lessons are also available for 
children outwith the group and our team would be pleased to 
help with any enquiries.’

Steve Martin, who will be co-ordinating the ASN swiming 
classes at the leisure centre. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

DEMOLITION of the former 
Lochyside Primary School 
building started this week.

Diggers appeared on site 
on Tuesday April 18 to start 
knocking down the school, 
which first opened in 1964.

Highland Council and 
Lochaber Housing Associa-
tion, working together with 
Highland Small Commu-
nities Housing Trust, are 
redeveloping the site into 60 
new homes and associated 
services including an amenity 
area with play park as well as 
roads and landscaping. 

There will be a mix of two, 
three and four bed dwellings 
in the form of two-storey 
villas, bungalows and two-
and-a-half storey flats.

The development was 
discussed at the Caol Com-
munity Council meeting on 
April 10 where members 
commented that progress had 
been slow, demolition was 
yet to take place and there 
may now be birds nesting in 
nearby trees which could hold 
the process up even more.

Houses bordering the devel-
opment had received letters 
alerting them of plans to move 
the position of some of the 
houses. It is believed the pre-
siding officer objected to the 
amount of space being used 
for parking and in particular 
the ratio of green space to tar. 
Changes were therefore made 
to the plan to create more 
green space which meant the 
orientation of the houses had 
to be changed. 

However, community coun-
cil member John Gillespie 
said: ‘It’s good they’ve started 
now.’

A Highland Council spokes-
person said: ‘We expect dem-
olition work to be finished in 
June 2017 and the new homes 
are expected to be complete 
in late 2018.’

Youngsters in the swim 
at new special lessons  

Lunch with a view at 
The Deck, Isle of Eriska

Tel: 01631 720371   
Email: o�  ce@eriska-hotel.co.uk
Website: www.eriska-hotel.co.uk
Benderloch, Argyll, Scotland, PA37 1SD

All locals get 

10% 
off food10% 
off food10% 
off food10% 

*

Opening Hours
Open daily for lunch. Pre-booking advised. 
For bookings or enquiries contact us on 01631 720371
*Proof of address within 15 miles to receive discount
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How 
would 

you defi ne 
your new 
kitchen?

this is where I 
keep my after 

gym treats

this is where 
I keep the 
good wine

this is where I keep 
mum’s secret recipe 

this is where 
I keep my kids 

drawings

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU Tel: 01463 238 000 
Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956
Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk 

www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Smelter bosses reveal plans 
to create manufacturing hub
A COMMUNITY consultation 
is to take place as the new owner 
of the aluminium smelter in Fort 
William gets to work on making 
its plans a reality.

Liberty British Aluminium, 
part of the GFG Alliance, aims 
to make the town a key vehicle 
component manufacturing hub 
by expanding the local alu-
minium smelter into a major 
low-carbon engineering com-
plex, employing many hundreds 
of people.

This vision of the future was 
outlined to Kate Forbes, MSP 
for Skye, Lochaber and Baden-
och, and Ian Blackford, MP for 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber, during 
an in-depth fact-finding visit to 
the plant last week (Wednesday 
April 12).

They were shown the site of 
Liberty’s planned new compo-
nents factory, which will process 
aluminium from the smelter into 
high-specification alloy wheels 
and other vehicle parts.

It was also revealed a communi-
ty consultation will begin shortly 

on the planning application for 
the new plant that will create 300 
direct and 300 supply-chain jobs 

as part of the £120m first phase 
of an investment by Liberty and 
sister company SIMEC. 

SIMEC is supplying hydro 
and bio-diesel power to the 
plant under GFG’s low-carbon 

GREENMETAL strategy. 
Follow-up investments by the 
GFG Alliance in other indus-
trial operations in the area are 
expected to increase the number 
of new jobs to 1,000 direct and 
1,000 indirect over the next 
decade.

Brian King, managing director 
Lochaber operations for Liberty 
and SIMEC, said: ‘We are hugely 
encouraged by the interest and 
support shown by Kate and Ian. 
This spirit of partnership is exactly 
what we need in order to make 
this venture a big success for the 
local and regional economy.’

Mr Blackford said: ‘When you 
look at the vision that Liberty 
and its management have, there 
is no doubt in my mind that what 
they are doing is good for Loch-
aber and the Highlands.

‘Plans for the new Liberty 
industrial facilities in Lochaber 
are proceeding rapidly, with the 
real prospect of re-industrialisa-
tion of the Highlands bringing 
very much needed jobs and an 
economic boost. 

‘With this number of jobs, 
we must take a real look at 
infrastructure and what will be 

needed, not least in providing 
new homes for the many people 
who will work here.

‘This has to start now. We must 
work with Liberty to keep pace 
with what they are doing and 
ensure that a workforce can be 
accommodated where and when 
it is needed.’

Ms Forbes added: ‘I am excited 
about Liberty’s plans for the 
smelter because it could make 
the Highlands the centre for 
production of car components. 
The potential for jobs is enor-
mous and I hope the benefits of 
increased economic activity will 
spread throughout Lochaber 
communities. I am pleased that 
Liberty has not just talked about 
plans, already actively turning its 
plans into reality.

‘The faster that Liberty gets 
started, the quicker we’ll see 
the benefits. I’m working closely 
with Liberty and others to make 
sure that there are no obstacles 
to slow down progress. We need 
jobs, more housing and better 
roads and I hope these plans 
unlock huge potential for the 
Highlands.’

Leader comment – page eight.

THE commanding officer 
of the Lochaber Sea Cadets, 
Lieutenant Derrick Warner, 
has died.

Derrick died on Tuesday 
April 11 following a sudden 
heart attack on Monday.

Derrick, who was a member 
of the sea cadets for almost 13 
years, was last week described 
as a ‘great man’ and ‘a true 
gentleman’ by friends and 
colleagues.

The Sea Cadets Northern 
Area issued a statement say-
ing: ‘It is with deep sadness 
that we inform you of the 
untimely passing of Lt (SCC) 
Derrick Warner.

‘Derrick had been a member 
of the Sea Cadets for almost 13 
years, and spent 12 of those as 
the CO of TS St Christopher 
at Lochaber. He saw the unit 
achieve Burgee status in 2015, 
the same year that he was 
runner-up as volunteer-of-the-
year in his community, and 
he took the unit to the record 
numbers that it holds today.

‘He was kind, gentle, and 
he gave hugely of his time to 
help young people prosper. 

Not only did be command 
TS St Christopher, he was an 
assistant district officer and 

was ever-present at Redford 
Barracks as a key member of 
the area training team.

‘He will be missed sorely 
by his fellow volunteers and 
by the hundreds of cadets he 
encouraged and supported 
throughout his all-too-short 
time with us. Our condolences 
to his wife Tanya and family.’

Derrick was a prominent 
member of the Lochaber com-
munity. 

He was president-elect of the 
Rotary Club of Lochaber, and 
current president Paula Ross 
said: ‘Derrick was such a great 
support to me in my presiden-
tial year. 

‘Kind, helpful, generous 
and with a cracking sense of 
humour. Nothing was ever too 
much trouble. 

‘Our thoughts and condo-
lences to Tanya and family. We 
will miss you, Derrick.’

As well as his work with the 
sea cadets, Derrick was the 
operations officer at Scottish 
Natural Heritage.

His background was in 
ecology and, during the 1990s, 
he had been the warden of 
Glencoe.

George Hogg, SNH’s South 
Highlands unit manager, add-
ed: ‘We’re deeply saddened to 
learn of the passing of Derrick. 

‘He was a mainstay of our 
Fort William office for 12 
years, and his vitality, geniality 
and knowledge of Scotland’s 
natural heritage will be re-
membered fondly by his many 
friends and colleagues.

‘Derrick developed an early 
interest in nature while grow-
ing up in Fife, and joined SNH 
after many years managing 
busy countryside properties at 
Arran and Glencoe with the 
National Trust for Scotland. 

‘He had real passions for 
birds, geology and the marine 
environment, and loved en-
thusing others while working 
with local community groups 
and young people.

‘Our thoughts are with his 
wife Tanya and their two sons.’

Lochaber community mourns death 
of much-loved sea cadet lieutenant

A MOTORCYCLIST who 
died following an accident on 
the A82 near Invergarry has 
been named.

Ewan Smith, 48, from Ren-
frew, sustained fatal injuries 
when his bike collided with 
a bus at Laggan Locks on 
Wednesday April 12, Police 
Scotland confirmed.

Neither the bus driver nor the 
passengers suffered any signif-
icant injuries in the accident, 
which happened at around 
1pm.

A spokeswoman for Scottish 
Citylink confirmed its vehicle 

had been operating from In-
verness to Fort William.

She said: ‘Our first thoughts 

and deepest condolences are 
with the family of the person 
involved. 

‘We are assisting police with 
their inquiries into the circum-
stances of the incident.’

The road was closed for 
more than four hours after 
the incident, with north-bound 
traffic being diverted at Spean 
Bridge.

Police Scotland said inquiries 
into the full circumstances 
surrounding this incident are 
ongoing and anyone who can 
assist with the investigation is 
asked to call 101.

Motorcyclist in fatal crash named

THE leader of Western Isles 
Council has criticised a former 
MP’s comments regarding 
proposals for renewable energy 
projects in Lewis.

Calum MacDonald, exec-
utive director of Point and 
Sandwick Power, has called for 
greatly increased community 
involvement in the proposed 
Lewis Windpower projects.

The move follows a visit by the 
UK Secretary of State for Busi-
ness and Energy, Greg Clark 
MP, to Stornoway on April 10.

Mr MacDonald, a former 
MP for the Western Isles, was 
invited by Mr Clark to attend 
the Scottish Islands Renewable 
Delivery Forum meeting at the 
Caberfeidh Hotel.

Afterwards he said: ‘From 
the start of the meeting, Greg 

Clark made clear his primary 
interest was the degree of com-
munity involvement, ownership 
and benefit in the three island 
projects, and that maximising 
the community role was the best 
hope, indeed the only hope, of 
getting any of the inter-connec-
tor projects funded.’

Mr MacDonald claimed the 
Western Isles has the weakest 
community involvement of all 
three projects currently pro-
posed, saying: ‘Both the council 
and Lewis Windpower must 
quickly revise their plans. Com-
munity ownership and control 
has to be at the front and centre 
of the inter-connector case.

‘That is why I am calling on 
the new council, which is to be 
elected in May, to immediately 
sit down with Lewis Windpower 

and to re-engineer its project so 
that the community stake is in-
creased to at least 50 per cent in 
line with Shetland, guaranteed 
by legal agreements which can-
not be reneged on in the future.

‘There will be a very short win-
dow of opportunity before the 
government makes its final deci-
sion and we must do everything 
to make our case as attractive 
and compelling as possible.’

Angus Campbell, leader of 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 
described Mr MacDonald’s com-
ments as disappointing and said 
Point and Sandwick Power seems 
solely interested in its own devel-
opment at the expense of other 
renewable energy developments 
in the Western Isles, adding: ‘The 
comhairle believes it is important 
for the community to be able to 

share in the ownership of large-
scale renewables but an appro-
priate balance has to be achieved 
between risk and reward.

‘A huge opportunity still exists 
for the development of a renewa-
bles industry in the Outer Hebri-
des.  The window of opportunity 
for achieving that is narrow and 
there is much local agreement as 
to the best approach.’

In response to these com-
ments, Mr MacDonald said: 
‘Sadly, this speaks volumes for 
the begrudging attitude of the 
council leadership to the com-
munity energy sector, despite 
the fact community wind farms 
are already investing £2 million 
a year from the Butt to Barra, 
twice the community benefit 
that is being promised from the 
large Stornoway wind farm.’

War of words blows up over 
renewable energy plans in Lewis

Parking 
permit 
price hike 
in Lochaber

WIIGA 
squad for 
island 
games

Competition 
antics not so 
bonnie 

PARKING in Lochaber has 
just become more expensive.

The Highland Council is in-
forming parking permit-hold-
ers in Lochaber and Inverness 
that, with immediate effect, 
there is a 10 per cent increase 
in charges.

The changes were agreed at 
a Highland Council budget 
meeting on February 16 
and are among a package of 
measures designed to save 
£334,000.

The council’s budget gap for 
2017/18 has been identified at 
£20.344m and to tackle this, 
resident or visitor permits 
will rise from £20 to £22, and 
lost or damaged permits will 
increase by £1 to £11 as will 
short-stay parking cards.

Where parking charges 
apply, blue badge holders 
are exempt. Where disabled 
badge holders previously re-
ceived free residents’ parking 
permits, this will continue 
free of charge

Further information is 
available on the council’s 
website at www.highland.gov.
uk/parkingpermits.

THE Western Isles Island 
Games Association (WIIGA) 
has finalised its selection for 
this year’s NatWest Island 
Games.

The week-long international 
event, sponsored by the 
Scottish Salmon Company 
and several local businesses 
and organisations, is being 
hosted in Gotland, Sweden, 
from June 24. WIIGA will 
take a squad of 90 athletes 
covering athletics, swimming, 
shooting, cycling/triathlon, 
golf, badminton, and men’s 
and women’s football.

The games provide island 
athletes with an opportunity 
to compete at an interna-
tional event, with organisers 
expecting more than 3,000 
competitors making this the 
biggest games to date.

General team manager Iain 
CG Campbell said: ‘This is 
an exciting moment for the 
selected team members as 
they all thoroughly deserve 
their chance to compete in 
Gotland. It’s another young 
squad, with half of them aged 
21 or under, which is great to 
see and encouraging for the 
future.’

Scottish Salmon Company 
chief executive Craig Ander-
son said: ‘We wish all athletes 
and their teams the best of 
luck with their training and 
we will be following their 
progress in Gotland.’

A FEW Lochaber Times readers 
were left unable to cast their 
first votes in the Lochaber Times 
Bonnie Babies competition last 
week after the supplements with 
the voting coupon went missing 
from papers around Fort Wil-
liam.

One mum contacted the Loch-
aber Times asking for copies of 
the paper after she was unable to 
find copies with the inserts still 
included – despite trying the Co-
ops in Caol and Corpach, and the 
BP petrol station.

She said: ‘It’s very dishearten-
ing. I know it’s a competition and 
everybody wants their baby to 
win, but it’s nice to be fair.’

Lynsay Rowsell, Caol Co-op 
team leader,  said: ‘Our manager 
caught a customer with  six or 
seven supplements and told them 
they couldn’t have them without 
buying the paper so those were 
put back in. 

‘However, a few days later, 
when we counted the papers, we 
found between 25 and 30 had no 
supplements.’

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

MP Ian Blackford and MSP Kate Forbes are shown around the Fort William smelter. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Derrick Warner was the commanding o�  cer of Lochaber Sea 
Cadets and devoted much of his time to helping young people.

Ewan Smith.

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 
568000
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LOCHABER will join the 
celebrations to mark the 
centenary of the Scottish 
Women’s Institute (SWI).

The much-loved organ-
isation marks its 100th 
birthday with a number of 
events this year.

The Lochaber Federation 
of the SWI will be hosting 
a tea party for past, present 
and honorary members in 
July.

TWO COMMUNITY groups are working on projects 
to benefit Ballachulish.

Nether Lochaber Community Council (NLCC) and 
Nether Lochaber Community Association are organ-
ising a community beach clean and barbecue at North 
Ballachulish, currently scheduled for April 23.

The groups are also jointly pursuing two longer term 
projects. The first is the creation of a picnic site and 
viewpoint at the Gleaner petrol station in North Balla-
chulish, working with Gleaner, SUSTRANS and, it is 
hoped, Lochaber Geopark.

They are also working on the aquisition of buildings 
and a small area of woodland, currently owned by For-
estry Commission Scotland (FCS) at Inchree, as part of 
FCS’s ‘community asset transfer’ programme.

According to NLCC, this will create a chance to de-
velop a visitor hub and communal space that generates a 
small income for the community and could host a variety 
of projects of benefit to residents and visitors.

Also, in response to concerns over the boundaries 
of the Special Area of Conservation covering hillsides 
above Cuilcheanna, Onich and North Ballachulish, 
including the Crofting Common Grazings of those 
townships, NLCC has asked Scottish National Heritage 
to arrange a public information day at Nether Lochaber 
Village Hall to clarify the exact location of the SAC 
boundaries and the implications for residents whose 
land holdings meet or cross those boundaries.

Earlier this month volunteers from the groups painted 
the village’s benches and tubs.

MORAR Community Council met recently in Lovat 
Primary School.

Present: Tiina Heinonen, Gerry MacDonald, Mairead 
MacDonald, treasurer, Alistair Neil MacKay, Douglas 
MacKellaig, Dave Newnham, chairman, and Deirdre 
Roberts, secretary. In attendance: Councillor Allan 
Henderson, PC Hugo Martin and Willie Duncan. Apol-
ogies: Stuart Griffin and councillors Bill Clark and Ben 
Thompson.

Community Warden Willie Duncan introduced him-
self. This is a new post created by the Highland Council 
to work with the community to address anti-social 
behaviour.

Matters arising from minutes: Bus shelter at Woodside: 
It is hoped to have this built this month. Gritting on 
Bracara road: Heaps of grit have been placed on Bracara 
brae. A spreader has been made available for residents 
to use. It was suggested if funding was available someone 
could be hired to do the spreading. Allan Henderson 
will deal with this.

Road issues: The road surface has deteriorated in 
many places and on bridges. The bridge at Alex MacK-
ay’s house has a side missing and a cow was lost there 
last week. The bridge at Bracarina is full of holes and 
the bridge at Inverbeg has gone. Drains need clearing 
as water sometimes overflows on to the road and causes 
deterioration of the road surface. Allan Henderson will 
look into these issues.

Christmas meal for senior citizens: Invitations for the 
meal went out at the last minute. It was therefore agreed 
the community council would set the date for the meal 
prior to its summer recess at the June meeting. The date 
will be publicised in West Word and in the minutes. It 
will be made clear attendance is by invitation only. The 
community council will ensure the invitations go out at 
least a month before the meal. This year the community 
council will print/photocopy its own invitations. There 
was a discussion about the gifts given to individuals who 
were unable to attend the meal.

Any other business: It was suggested two defibrillators 
should be bought for the village. Allan Henderson said 
there may be money available for these from the British 
Heart Foundation. The community council will look 
into this.

BUSINESSES near Glencoe joined forces 
to help keep the glen ‘great’.

The Clachaig Inn and Clachaig Holidays 
teamed up with Glencoe Independent 
Hostel and Strath Lodge for a pre-season 
litter pick.

Gordon Keppie from the Clachaig Inn 
told the Lochaber Times the team increas-
ingly recognises the need to minimise the 
impact of the business on the environment 
and to operate in a sustainable manner 
wherever possible.

On Tuesday April 11 staff from the busi-
nesses gave up their own time and gathered 
at 8am to tackle the stretch between the 

A82 junction and the bridge into the village.
Gordon said: 'We do the litter pick every 

year. There were no unusual finds this time, 
apart from a strange doll. In previous years 
we have found motorcycles and cookers. 
Mostly it is general rubbish people drop 
on their way from the campsite to us or to 
the shop and glasses from the bar – even 
though we will swap glasses for disposable 
cups. We wish people didn't drop things 
at their feet and be more considerate but 
we feel we have to make an effort as well 
to keep the area looking great for all the 
people coming to the area for the first time 
and those we wish to attract back.'

Volunteers and Rosie the dog gave up their own time to help keep Glencoe tidy.
 F16 Clachaig Litter pick 01

HIGHLAND Hospice 
Fort William and Lochaber 
Showstoppers raised more 
than £1,400 by co-hosting a 
vintage afternoon tea.

The 1940s themed 
fundraiser took place in 
Ballachulish Village hall on 
Saturday April 8.

A total of £1,460.52, which 
was split between the two 
groups, was raised on the 
day.

Maggie Wilson of Lo-
chaber Hospice skillfully 
set the scene with vintage 
tableware, lamps, orna-
ments, tablecloths and other 
decorative items.

The Showstoppers pro-
vided the entertainment 
for more than 80 guests, 
with soloists and the chorus 
singing a variety of songs 
from the era including 
The White Cliffs of Dover, 
Cheek to Cheek  and Doris 
Day songs.

Song sheets were provided 
so that people could join in.

Jane Angus of Lochaber 
Showstoppers helped or-
ganise the baking and prize 
draws.

She said: ‘We wanted to 
do something during the 
day for more elderly people 
who wouldn't want to come 
out at night and we wanted 
to bring it to the wider 
community outside Fort 
William. We had a tremen-
dous response.’

Ms Wilson said: 'We 
were overwhelmed by the 
support. People came from 
all over Lochaber. We made 
everyone feel special and 
you could see people were 
sharing memories with the 
music. 

‘The tables were groaning 
with home-baking and 
people donated items for 
the raffle. Thanks go to 
everyone who helped and 
supported the event.’ 

MEMBERS of the Fort William branch of 
the Scottish Women’s Institute (SWI) were 
joined by guest speaker Jim Michie from 
Loch Shiel Cruises at their April meeting.

Mr Michie told his audience how the loch 
was formed during the last Ice Age and 
how the River Shiel connects it to the sea.

He illustrated his talk with historic and 
scenic slides and told of CalMac founder 
David MacBrayne beginning the first ferry 
service in the loch. This was followed by a 
steamer service linking with mail coaches 
to Fort William and Arisaig.

When the railway started operating, the 
service was augmented by tourism and by 
the time the new road was opened between 
Lochailort and Kinlochmoidart in 1967 

there was a week-day passenger and mail 
service. 

These services stopped in the 1980s and 
in 1997 Mr Michie, spotting a niche in the 
cruise market bought an ex-admirality 
pinnace from 1940, which he got ready for 
service over the next year and Loch Shiel 
pleasure and wildlife cruises were born.

Institute president Isobel McGavin 
thanked Mr Michie for an interesting and 
informative talk.

Kathie White won the century bookmark 
competition and Isobel McGavin and Ali-
cia MacLean were the raffle winners.

The next meeting of Fort William SWI 
will be the AGM on Monday May 8 at 
7.15pm in the Montrose Centre, Inverlochy. 

Morar RETRO Roamer

Ballachulish

Afternoon 
vintage tea  
raises cash 
for groups

Volunteers tidy up Glen Coe 

Their president said: 
‘We’re proud to be a part 
of an organisation that has 
stood the test of time and 
one which is known and 
loved across the country. 
We’re looking forward to 
joining celebrations nation-
ally in addition to what we 
will be doing locally to mark 
the occasion.’

The first women’s institute 
was formed in East Lothian 

in June 1917 after a farmer’s 
wife recognised a need for 
rural women to gain the 
benefits of education and 
training in home skills, fam-
ily welfare and citizenship.

The movement spread and 
now there are 16,001 mem-
bers across 716 institutes.

As well as tea parties 
across the country, there 
will be a host of other cel-
ebrations taking place this 

year including an exhibition 
in Edinburgh this month; 
a ceremonial tree planting 
and garden party and a 
new recipe book featuring 
celebrity chefs and SWI 
demonstrators.

National chairman Chris-
tine Hutton said: ‘The cen-
tenary is a great chance for 
us to remind people what 
we have to offer modern 
women.’

Lochaber joins SWI centenary celebrations

Loch Shiel Cruises in meeting spotlight

Lochaber Times 
newsdesk  

01397 703003

LOCHABER Environmental Group is 
creating a ‘Zero Waste Map’ of Lochaber 
to highlight recycling points.

Anyone who knows of local hidden gems 
for recycling is asked to let the group know 
so it can be included. 

The group is looking for as many recy-

cling points as possible. This could include 
businesses who recycle ink cartridges or 
organisations who do their part for the 
environment. Anyone with any ideas for 
the map should contact Lochaber Environ-
mental group by email on info@lochaber-
enviro.org.uk or by calling 01397 700090.

Map will highlight recyling points

LOCHABER Community Wind Band 
celebrates its 21st birthday next month.

The amateur musicians, based in Fort 
William, will be holding an educational 
weekend on May 13 and 14 to mark the 
milestone.

The weekend will consist of full band, 
wind ensemble and sectional work cul-
minating in a concert on the Sunday in 
Duncansburgh Macintosh Parish Church, 
where it is expected a band of around 50 
musicians from all over Scotland and will 

be playing. The band was founded in 1996 
by John G Whyte, who has been the band’s 
conductor and prime motivator ever since.

The objective is to provide an outlet for 
the musical talents of amateur players 
throughout Lochaber and to contribute to 
the cultural diversity of the area by per-
forming at community venues.

Members come from all over Lochaber 
and represent a wide variety of age groups, 
musical backgrounds and levels of experi-
ence.

Wind band celebrates 21st birthday

THE ROAMER column was the highlight of a Thurs-
day for many Lochaber readers, so it returns this week 
with a look back at the events and people that made it 
into Roamer columns between 1985 to 2016...

� The Fort was busy over Easter, with the town’s 
retail establishments reaping the benefits. It must have 
been more fruitful than previous such holiday week-
ends because I overheard two shopkeepers make the 
unheard of comment of how pleased they were with 
their Easter takings.

� How about the town clergyman who suddenly 
remembered, halfway through the Easter Sunday ser-
vice, that he had left a chicken in the oven? Thankfully, 
by early afternoon, he was able to give thanks that all 
was well. Just as well it wasn’t Ash Wednesday.

� And the Claggan man who reported to Lochaber 
District Council, prior to the weekend, that his granny 
had been blown off the roof during the recent high 
winds. Being on holiday, the council had done nothing 
about it. He reckoned if it was his mother-in-law, a 
squad would have been dispatched to investigate right 
away.

� Young Man-About-The-Fort at the Milton Disco... 
Suavely he approached (from behind) a beautifully 
coiffed young person he thought he knew ‘from the 
back’. Over the shoulder he asked, ‘Would you care 
to dance?’ As the would-be dancing partner swivelled 
round, the response to Man-About-The-Fort received 
was entirely unexpected – a fairly gentle cuff on the 
lug! For that person turned out to be a fella – complete 
with moustache and goatee beard to match his flowing 
tresses.

� Hand me down my walking cane ... And, with that, 
two great-grannies from Kilmallie took themselves 
and their walking sticks ‘up the Glen’ to sign up as 
extras in Highlander. The pair, lifelong friends, will 
now be in the cast as 16th-century senior citizens. 
Interesting aspect of the current filming is that all 
the Lochaber Highlander extras have a great word to 
say about Sean Connery. He made time to chat with 
everyone – young and old – on set including the two 
Kilmallie great-grannies.

� Transatlantic visitors were holidaying in an up-
market hotel near Fort William. On the second 
morning there they announced to their chauffeur they 
wanted to go out to dinner that evening. ‘And where 
would you wish to drive to?’ asked the chauffeur, 
thinking, no doubt, the destination would be fairly 
close at hand. Came the reply: ‘Gleneagles, thank you.’

� Meanwhile, back at the hotel, what greater shock 
could a Lochaber piper receive than to be offered 
something other than the customary dram for his 
services? I hear a certain celebrated piper, playing for 
a group of wealthy visitors, was asked if he would like 
a cup of tea or something else. Of course the piper 
plumped for the ‘something else’ and got a cup of 
coffee. The lesson learned from this is that some well-
off tourists just don’t give a dram!

� Quote of the week from the recently resuscitated 
Fort William Drama Club. The club, which folded six 
years ago, has been revived, with 25 people attending a 
make or break meeting. Already, however, the produc-
tions are a wee bit unbalanced because more females 
than menfolk are prepared to get in on the act. Or, as 
one lady member put it: ‘We need to get more men in 
the club!’

� You’ll probably think I’m kidding. I’m not. This is 
completely true. A couple of my acquaintances with 
Lochaber connections, who now live in the south of 
England, have just had a baby girl. Their surname is 
Dance and they’ve called their daughter Kayleigh. 
Honest!

FORT William Town Team 
held its April meeting on 
Monday April 10.

Matters discussed includ-
ed plans for the upcoming 
Big Spring Clean on Sunday 
May 7, meeting at the Hub 
on the parade at 2pm.

It is hoped that, depending 
on volunteer numbers, they 
will sweep the Promenade, 
wash down bins, street fur-
niture and signs and spray 
weedkiller on the High 
Street.

There was also an update 
on this year’s hanging 
basket sponsorship. Sixty 
baskets are now paid for but 
the Town Team hopes to 
reach last year’s total of 78. 
Anyone wanting to sponsor 
a basket should contact 
jackie@huntingtowerlodge.
com.

There was also an update 
on the new community hub 
on the parade. The outside 
has now been painted, as 
have the flower boxes. The 

floor has been varnished, 
shelves built and the 
toolshare tools have been 
hung on hooks. There are 
also a table and chairs and a 
notice board for the side of 
the hub.

Anyone wishing to use 
the hub for a not-for-profit 
group or charity event 
should contact the Town 
Team.

The next meeting will be 
on Monday May 8 at 7pm in 
Lochaber House.

Big Spring Clean, hanging baskets 
and Fort community hub update

� Great consternation within the retail community in 
‘The Village’. So much so that phone calls were being 
made at high noon to one of their shop-owning col-
leagues to check that everything was okay. Apparently 
she, and her staff, had shut up shop and gone to lunch 
at midday, thinking it was one o’clock!

� I see Lochaber District Council has given its ap-
proval ‘in principal’ for the purchase of a new word 
processing machine. It certainly appears to be needed, 
as, no doubt, it will be paid for out of  ‘capitle expend-
iture’.

� Following my tale of the fate of  ‘Bonnie Prince 
Charlie’s Chair’ which was last heard of at Fassifern, 
East Annat and Corpach, it will come as no surprise 
for you to learn that it has turned up – at Falkirk, East 
Wemyss, and Carlisle!

� A waterbull in Loch Lundavra and Morag the 
Monster in Loch Morar. So why not elephants on the 
Road to the Isles? Well, that’s what the signs on the 
A830 near Loch Nan Uamh appear to be indicating. 
Some wag has drawn trunks and floppy ears on the 
cattle depicted on the notices.

� As Lochaber reigns supreme in the ‘fillum business’ 
these days, it’s about time our local connections with 
the industry are given honourable mention. A great 
opportunity for the production of tourism leaflets and 
signposting like ‘Wonder Woman was here’, ‘This is 
where Local Hero was filmed’, ‘The Natives were Rest-
less in Lochaber’, and ‘Highlander made a comeback 
in this vicinity’.

It takes the Lochaber rain to help the growth of all 
that local long hair and those beards which are seen 
in Highlander. So, when the shooting has ended next 
month it looks like being boom time for the local 
barbers. Unless, of course, someone decides to present 
a ‘Hielan’ version of  Hair – live at the All Weather 
Centre.

� I hear that, with impeccable timing, the A82 at 
Onich is to be chipped and tarred – beginning on May 
holiday Monday, 1985. That’s the start of the Scottish 
Six Days Motor Cycle Trials, of course. 

I’m told that a few worthies who live alongside that 
stretch of road would like to do a fair amount of tarring 
of  the Highway Authority personnel. And feathering 
as well!

Down Fort William’s memory lane.
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Viewpoint Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Days gone by – the 1970s?
This splendid photograph emerge from our archives with very little information other than a caption which reads: 

‘Colonsay DJ John Campbell and supporters make a record appeal.’ Can anyone enlighten us further?

Following our � ashback picture published last week, reader Jan Roberts emailed to say: ‘Not sure how you came 
across this photo but I previously put it into the “you are not an obanite if you don’t remember” Facebook page.

I got the picture from my papa – Gilbert Mackechnie – who died in 2012. He is in the picture, back row, third boy from 
the left with the black jumper. It is indeed Rock� eld school and the year must have been around 1926. My papa was 
born in 1916 and I’m guessing he is around 10 in this picture. On the Obanite Facebook page it will still be in among 
the pictures somewhere. I’m sure there was plenty comment at the time from people recognising other faces. It was 

lovely to see it in the Oban Times.’

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Social media

There was excellent news in recent days as the owner 
of the aluminium smelter in Fort William unveiled 

its plans to transform the plant into a substantial 
manufacturing hub by expanding and employing many 
hundreds of people.

The news was, quite rightly, greeted enthusiastically by 
local politicians Kate Forbes, MSP for Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch, and Ian Blackford, MP for Ross, Skye 
and Lochaber.

Mr Blackford summed up the news by saying: ‘There 
is no doubt in my mind that what they are doing is 

good for Lochaber and the Highlands.’ He added that 
there was ‘the real prospect of re-industrialisation of 
the Highlands bringing very much-needed jobs and an 
economic boost’.

Ms Forbes, for her part, reflected the excitement felt 
across Lochaber by commenting: ‘The potential for jobs 
is enormous.’

It is heartening to see such positivity, though Mr 
Blackford was also correct in warning that social infra-
structure must be in place to allow the development to 
go ahead. 

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Our online petition calling for new 
safety measures on the A85 between 
Oban and Connel has already seen 
very spirited support, with many of 
the signatories commenting on why 
improvements are necessary.
Isla Kerr posted: ‘That is THE most 
dangerous road I have ever driven. My 
mother, father and brother have all 
been in accidents (on separate occa-
sions) on that road. Something needs 
done.’
Trisha Heron lamented: ‘To many 
people have lost there life on this road. 
Lots of families left broken hearted 
with the way some motorists behave.’
Ethel Stewart o� ered: ‘Very danger-
ous road and too many people have 
died needlessly.’
Pauline Cli� ord wrote: ‘I drive this 

road twice a day minimum, usually 
with my two young boys who are 4 and 
2. I’m signing this petition as I fear for 
my family’s safety regularly when on 
this road. Too many tragic and heart-
breaking accidents, improvements to 
the safety of this road is vital.’
Sally Davies, from Cork, said: ‘You 
would see at least one of not two emer-
gency call outs a day in the summer to 
an accident on this road.’
John Wilson advised: ‘Poor road de-
sign, and the expansion of Dunbeg will 
make this – already dangerous – road 
even more lethal.’
Valerie Marshall posted: ‘Drivers 
overtaking dangerously and generally 
people driving too fast. Frustrations 
mount during tourist season when 
locals are held back by drivers going 

too slowly. Some challenging bends 
catch visitors out. There are also several 
openings to property along the route 
making access on and o�  the road 
dangerous.’
Anne Robertson recalled: ‘I have had 
a lot of scares on that road. Too many 
people don’t respect it, and visitors 
don’t know what to expect.’
Fionna Eden-Bushell said: ‘I know this 
road well - to catch ferry to Mull, and, 
as Blue Badge Tourist Guide, aboard 
coaches to Oban. Please paint double 
white lines from Connel to Oban! ’
Allan Mckie added: ‘I strongly agree 
with this initiative being proactive can 
save lives being reactive doesn’t.’
� www.change.org/p/humza-yousaf-stay-
alive-on-the-a85-oban-to-connel-and-be-
yond/w?source_location=petition_show

Facing the rigours of 
running – part two
AS PROMISED in an article of early 
February, the following is an update 
on the rigours of readying myself for 
the Tiree half-marathon that Andrew 
and I promised to complete on April 
29.

Since I stopped fishing in 2004, I 
have not given my body any prolonged 
periods of cardiovascular exercise 
and, since then, except for some 
short bursts of activity in Highland 
Games events, physical activity has 
been very limited.

So an uphill struggle was expected.
The human body, however, is an 

amazingly adaptable piece of kit and, 
while there have been a few set-backs, 
things are looking positive for the 
prospect of being able to finish with-
out resorting to jumping on Andrew 
for a piggy-back.

I got off to a good start with the 
training in January but then did 
hardly a thing from mid-February till 
the end of March. The usual range of 
common, self-inflicted excuses were 

apparent. The combination of CD 
recording, stag weekend distractions 
and a muscle in my upper thigh 
complaining, accumulatively gave just 
enough credence to the inner lazy 
voice telling me to take it easy and 
that ‘there’s plenty time’.

But the vigorous healthy and proac-
tive, pain-in-the-tòn fitness conscious 
voice sprung into action again a few 
weeks ago and I am back training.

A chance meeting with a great lady 
in the Fort William Morrisons has 
also been a great help in getting mo-
tivation going again. 

Kathleen MacPherson, nee Conna-
chie, was the first woman to run the 
Ben Race and a few weeks ago as I 
was trawling the shelves for fruit and 
veg, she struck up a conversation with 
me, initially about Gary Innes and 
Take the Floor. 

We moved on to her famous ascent 
of Ben Nevis and she regaled me in 
acute detail of how her pioneering 
race came about and of the events of 
the day itself.

Considering this was more than 60 
years ago, her retelling was incredi-
ble and her delivery was as passionate 

as if her feat of athleticism had taken 
place last week. 

Compared to running up Ben 
Nevis with nothing more than a few 
weeks’ training, toddling a few miles 
along the flat sands and roads of Tiree 
is an easy task.

The mind is a strange and wonderful 
thing and how it interacts with the 
body is very interesting. 

On the last few training runs I’ve 
been on, when I have been feeling 
I really need to stop for a rest, a brief 
thought of having to run up Ben 
Nevis instantly gives extra energy 
and being aware of the relative ease 
of running on a flat surface gives 
immediate extra stamina. Thank you, 
Mrs MacPherson.

The concept of using comparison in 
any difficult or stressful situation is a 
useful tool to getting through times of 
perceived adversity. 

So as I am gasping for breath 
and struggling to stay upright on the 
last few miles of this daft escapade, 
I will be thinking how lucky it is that 
I’m not half way up Ben Nevis in a 
skirt with the rest of the mountain to 
run before reaching the finish.

Many reasons for 
decline of birds
Sir,
I write regarding unaccountable omis-
sions in the article titled ‘Care needed 
around nests during breeding season’ 
(The Oban Times, April 13). 

We, the public, it seems, needed 
‘reminding’ about the vulnerability 
of birds’ nests in spring. According 
to Andy Turner, of Scottish Natural 
Heritage, and Ian Francis of the RSPB, 
tree felling, building work, hedge trim-
ming, blocking holes in houses and so 
on should be postponed until after the 
end of the nesting season (date?) be-
cause ‘many of our garden bird species 
are declining’.

It was also observed that ‘Dogs 
can be a risk if not under control’. 
How true. A dog roaming around 
uncontrolled, though an increasingly 
uncommon sight, can find the odd 
ground nester and maybe eat its eggs. 
It is odd, though, that dogs, who are not 
given much freedom to roam, are not 
renowned for bringing home dead birds 
and are not great tree climbers, come in 
for criticism and yet cats don’t even get 
a mention. 

It is especially odd when you go to 
the RSPB website and find that it is 
saying ‘The most recent figures from 
the Mammal Society estimates that the 
UK’s cats catch up to 275 million prey 
items a year, of which 55 million are 
birds.’ That’s right - 55 million birds a 
year and that is just domestic cats, so 
who knows what the substantial feral 
cat population is slaughtering. After all, 
they have to kill to survive – no tinned 
stuff for them if they miss the birdie.

It is surprising, too, that they don’t 
mention the widespread use of pesti-
cides, herbicides and nitrogen fertilisers 
on farms and gardens, creeping urbani-
sation, the drainage of marshes and the 
scarcity of hedges in the increasingly 
monocultural agri/forestry UK land-
scape all of which has led to a 45 per 
cent drop in all insect life over the past 
40 years. 

Declining insect numbers are the 
source of the drop in bird numbers and 
it isn’t just birds - it is many other animal 
groups as well. Perhaps Andy Turner 
and Ian Francis would be better off 
aiming their warnings at the Scottish 
and UK governments to form a better 
strategy as we undergo our uncoupling 
from EU diversity legislation rather 
than reminding us that birds nest in 
spring.

Peter Isaacson, 
Coll. 

We need to protect 
more trees in Oban
Sir,
Keep Oban Beautiful strongly supports 
the retention, care and planting of trees 
around the town.

It is, therefore, of great concern to see 
that trees are being felled on a regular 
basis and, while we accept that there are 
many reasons for taking down trees, I 
would respectfully suggest that very 
careful thought is given to any felling or 
pruning programme.

Felling or lopping trees to allow a 
better view from a window could well 
spoil the prospect for other residents 

and visitors who enjoy Oban’s green 
and wooded appearance, particularly 
if the trunks and branches are left lying 
where they fall, often at the roadside. 
It’s also important to check on whether 
the tree concerned belongs to you or is 
the subject of a tree preservation order.

I enjoyed the idea put forward in a 
letter from a Mr N Mclean of Inverness 
to ‘Captain MacDougall, Younger of 
Dunolly, by Oban’, dated November 27, 
1823, and quoted in an article by Alison 
Blackwood. Captain MacDougall was 
considering building a new house at 
Dunollie and was asking for sugges-
tions as to where it should be sited. Mr 
McLean wrote: ‘I  think it would be 
out of taste were it to be practicable 
to grasp all the finest views from the 
house.’ He meant, I assume, that there 
are other places from which to enjoy the 
view than from your armchair.

If a tree is causing a real problem - be 
it too large, too close to the house or in 
poor health - then rather than lopping 
the branches and leaving ugly stumps, 
it might be better to cut the tree to the 
ground and either allow it to re-grow, 
or to replace it with a smaller or less 
vigorous species.

Trees filter the wind, soak up water 
and provide a habitat for wildlife, as 
do areas of so-called ‘scrub’ which is 
often thought of as valueless. Trees and 
shrubs soften the outline of buildings 
and are restful to the eye. We need 
more tree cover, not less. Let’s be proud 
of our green town.

Maurice Wilkins,
Keep Oban Beautiful.

Many thanks for 
Marie Curie support
Sir,
I WOULD like to say a big thank 
you on behalf of all our Marie Curie 
nurses in the Highlands, Islands and 
Moray for making the 2017 Great 
Daffodil Appeal a great success, 
raising nearly £29,000.

 Our month-long appeal, launched on 
March 1, saw lots of volunteers collect-
ing in shops and stores, in return for a 
daffodil pin. All funds raised will help 
us provide care and support to people 
living with a terminal illness and their 
loved ones, in their own homes.

Leigh Ann Cassie,
Community fundraiser, 
North and West Highland.

Humanist funeral 
was truly appalling
Sir,
Over the past few days I met different 
people, Christians and non-Christians 
alike, who attended a so-called ‘hu-
manist funeral’ in Inverness.  

Without exception, they were all 
appalled by what they heard and 
witnessed. They also told me that the 
majority of those present were of the 
same mind as themselves. One man 
told me that it was the ‘worst funeral I 
ever attended – it was quite a pathetic 
performance’.

Why the outpouring of dismay and 
confusion? Apparently, no mention 
was made of God, Jesus Christ, sin 
or the afterlife. The Bible was not 
read and no reference was made to 
any word of divine truth. No prayer 

was heard, and neither was there any 
psalm of praise sung.  

There was not one word of biblical 
comfort, nor an expression of spiritual 
sympathy, for the mourners. The 
glorious gospel message of inner peace, 
salvation joy and eternal rest was not 
mentioned. Even ‘Amen’ was not heard. 

Yes, all this was a ‘pathetic perfor-
mance’ indeed. God calls it idolatry and 
religious sacrilege: ‘They changed the 
truth of God into a lie, and worshipped 
and served the creature more than the 
Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.’ 
(Romans 1:25)

I daresay the humanist celebrant 
would rather, if it were possible, say 
nothing even about ‘death’. Alas, it 
couldn’t be evaded: this cold ‘last 
enemy’ was staring everyone right in 
the face. It always will. As we are all 
sinners, so we must all (humanists 
included) die one day.

One cannot but have profound pity, 
and feel deep sorrow, for humanists.  
They have nothing to live for and 
nothing to die for. They tragically 
reject all and everything that relates 
to God. They delude themselves into 
thinking that everything ends at death.  

What madness, what folly, what blind-
ness, what delusion. They somehow 
think they can ignore what the call of 
truth commands them to do: ‘Prepare 
to meet thy God.’  

History records that Friedrich 
Nietzsche, a German philosopher, 
detested everything that Christianity 
represented. The world knows him, 
after the title of a book he wrote, called 
God is dead. Days after he died in 
Austria words on a wall, in graffiti, said: 
‘God is dead: Nietzsche!’ Someone else 
wrote under it: ‘Nietzsche is dead: God.’ 
Yes, it is man that dies, not God.

Donald J Morrison,
Old Edinburgh Road, Inverness.

Wonderful team 
at Oban hospital
Sir,
Three cheers for Lorn and Islands Hos-
pital in Oban. Recently I had a short 
stay in ward B where I was cared for and 
cured by Dr Fattah and his wonderful 
team of doctors and nurses. 

Everyone I came into contact with 
was cheerful and efficient. The meals 
were also very good. My sincere 
thanks to them all.

Dreva Mhor,
Ganavan, Oban.

Mull will be poisoned 
by use of insecticide
Sir,
It is sad that the plants at Pennyghael 
on the Isle of Mull, which were once 
the source of medicine and healing for 
kings and the people of Scotland (http://
www.scotclans.com/the-beaton-doc-
tors-of-mull/), could now be the source 
of illness and disease to the wildlife 
and the community of the island and its 
visitors. 

Tilhill Forestry is planting trees im-
pregnated with a neonicotinoid insec-
ticide to provide toilet rolls for China. 

What an indictment of our society.
Michael Shilson,
Creag Na Meala, Dervaig,
Isle of Mull.

SAOILIDH MI NACH EIL CEÒL 
spioradail ann a bheir bàrr air sailm 
gan seinn sa Ghàidhlig anns an t-se-
ann dòigh is an sluagh a’ leantainn fir 
a tha cur a-mach na loidhne.

Nuair a chluinnear leithid sin air 
làrach cogaidh mar raon aognaidh 
Chùil Lodair tha e sònraichte tiam-
haidh, agus sin mar a bha Disathairne 
seo chaidh nuair a chuartaich Co-
mann Gàidhlig Inbhir Nis an t-seir-
bhis cuimhneachaidh bhliadhnail 
air a’ bhlàr mhillteach sin. ‘S e cùis 
iongnaidh a th’ ann a bhith a’ faicinn 
agus a’ cluinntinn dhaoine a th’ air 
siubhal bho dhùthchannan feadh an 
t-saoghail gus a bhith an làthair aig 
Cùil Lodair airson co-latha a’ bhlàir a 
chomharrachadh.

Chan e sin a-mhàin ach thig iad air 
an èideadh ann an trusgain annasach 
a bhuineadh dhan àm, agus cuid fiù 
‘s le armachd nan cois cuideachd. 
Bhiodh e furasta ‘s dòcha fàgail orra 
nach eil annta ach buamastairean 
faoine a tha gan cluich fhèin ann an 
sgeulachd Bhliadhna Theàrlaich, ach 
na mo bheachd fhìn ‘s e tha seo ach 
foillseachadh air iomall den lìonra 
a dh’fhàs à eachdraidh cruadal nan 

Gàidheal agus a tha fhathast làidir 
anns na dùthchannan cèine sin. ‘S 
dòcha gum bu chòir dhuinn a bhith 
moiteil gum bheil daoine feadh an 
t-saoghail aig am bheil mothachadh 
cho làidir air an cuid freumhan teagh-
laich agus eachdraidh.

Na ciad òraid mar Cheannard a’ 
Chomainn thug an craoladair ainmeil 
Jo NicDhòmhnaill iomradh air gur 
i 2017 Bliadhna Eachdraidh, Dual-
chais, agus Arc-eòlais ann an Alba 
agus bhruidhinn i air cho iomchaidh 
‘s a bha e cuimhneachadh air na 
chaidh ìobairt aig a’ bhlàr agus an 
geur-leanmhainn a lean air feadh na 
Gàidhealtachd. Chuir i cuideachd an 
cuimhne luchd-èisteachd an sgrios a 
rinn na thachair air cor agus dualchas 
nan Gàidheal, agus chomharraich 
i gu sònraichte an cruaidh-chàs a 
thàinig air uimhir de bhoireannaich, 
agus an cuid cloinne, nuair a chaidh 
cèilean a chall. Dhealbhaich Jo seo 
gu h-inntinneach le taghadh de 
bhàrdachd a chaidh a sgrìobhadh le 
bana-bhàird an dèidh Blàr Chùil Lo-
dair agus bhuail e orm fhìn gun robh 
na smuaintean seo cuideachd air leth 
iomchaidh aig àm far am bheil prìomh 

dhùthchannan cumhachdach an 
t-saoghail air gluasad gu ìre bagradh 
cogaidh mar nach fhacas bho chionn 
còrr math air leth-cheud bliadhna nu-
air a bha Ameireagaidh agus an Ruis 
a’ maoidheadh air a chèile a thaobh 
Chiùba.

Nach tric a chanadh mo sheanair 
Ailean Alasdair, a chaidh tron chiad 
chogadh anns a’ Chabhlaich Rìoghail, 
gun dèanadh amadan sam bith cogadh 
ach gur e duine glic a dhèanadh sìth. 
Bidh sinn an dòchas gun toir Nì Math 
gliocas dhan fheadhainn aig am bheil 
an cumhachd!

IN HER chieftain’s speech at the 
Inverness Gaelic Society’s Battle of 
Culloden memorial service last Satur-
day, the respected Gaelic broadcaster 
Jo Macdonald spoke of the impact of 
war on women and children, and on 
culture. 

This seemed a poignant warning 
when world superpowers reach the 
highest levels of potential conflict 
since the 1962 Cuban crisis.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.
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IMparTIaL adVICE 
TO help you save 
energy and money, 
and have a
warmer home?
Call Home Energy Scotland
on 0808 808 2282 to speak 
to a friendly advisor.
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Showroom and Studio: 
Star Brae, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4NX
01631 571122   |  info@sljinteriors.co.uk  
www.sljinteriors.co.uk  |   : sljinteriors.co.uk

Beautiful 
interior design 

to create 
your perfect 

space…

Mull bridge closed 
for 10 weeks

Hunt for head goes 
to social media

A BRIDGE that links one end of 
Mull to the other has been closed 
for repairs.

Families are leaving cars on the 
far side of the span to go about 
their daily lives now that Knock 
Bridge on the B8035 has closed 
for 10 weeks. There is an alterna-
tive route via the A849 and the 
southern section of the B8035.

The work started on  Tuesday 
April 18 and repairs are expected 
to last until late June.

Cancer patient’s shock 
after losing job and home
A COUPLE who worked on the 
same estate for 19 years have 
been made redundant and told 
to leave their home within three 
weeks without any indication of 
what their severance payment 
will be.

Simone and Richard Foth-
ergill moved to Glenfeochan 
Estate 19 years ago to work for 
owners Hugh and Elizabeth 
Whittle, who live and work on 
the estate.

Richard, 53, who worked as 
the estate manager, says that 
three weeks ago he was handed 
papers terminating his contract 
with a notice to quit their tied 
house within three weeks.

Simone, 48, who worked for 
the family as a housekeeper, 
was also made redundant.

The couple have, to date, no 
final amount of settlement from 
the Whittles.

Highly emotional about the 
need to move his family from 
their home and into a caravan, 
Richard said: ‘I have cancer and 
Crohn’s disease and moving 
home is not easy.

‘When we were made redun-
dant, we believed we would 
have three months to pack up 
and to find somewhere else. 
But instead all we got was three 
weeks.

‘I have been off work for about 
six weeks altogether now but 
before that I worked on this 
estate day and night.

‘Both our jobs were also 
finished at the same time. So we 
are both unemployed and both 
homeless, as is our teenage son.

‘We have tried to get onto the 
ACHA [Argyll Community 
Housing Association] housing 
list, but because we are not 
classed as homeless it is really 
hard.

‘We also don’t know what our 
final settlement from the estate 
will be. We have asked but we 

have never been given the final 
figure. We are worried that by 
moving out we will not get what 
we are entitled to.

‘By this time in your life we 
should be settled. You do a 
good job and you expect to be 
treated well but it isn’t the case 
here.’

Richard, who also suffers 
from asthma, has a damaged 
spine and other health issues, 
was told by housing officers 
that he could have a long wait 
before getting into permanent 
accommodation.

He pleaded with his former 
employers for more time 

to find a house but he says 
his words fell on deaf ears. 
Richard, originally a Yorkshire 
man who has worked on farm 
estates all his adult life, added: 
‘They won’t even give me a 
reference. I am too young to 
feel washed up but that is the 
way the Whittles are making 

me and my family feel. Maybe 
it is time that anyone working 
on an estate checks their terms 
and conditions as they could be 
homeless within three weeks as 
well.’

Simone said: ‘We are going to 
make the most of it. But it is a 
sad place for us at the moment. 
We won’t have any space to play 
with our little grand-daughter.

‘It has been really difficult 
to get help from anywhere. 
Citizens Advice are so busy, the 
arbitration service ACAS said 
it could only give us advice on 
redundancy, nothing else. And 
when we spoke to the council 
we were advised to speak to 
ACHA, but it can’t offer us a 
house until we are homeless.’

A lawyer speaking on behalf 
of Hugh and Elizabeth Whittle 
said: ‘The written Service 
Occupancy Agreement entered 
into between my clients and the 
Fothergills states that their right 
to occupy Keeper’s Cottage 
ceases automatically on the ter-
mination of their employment.

‘My clients afforded the Foth-
ergills more than three weeks to 
vacate the cottage following the 
termination of their employ-
ment. My clients are therefore 
of the view that they have met 
their legal and contractual 
obligations.

‘Standing the fact that the 
cottage was provided rent-free 
for the proper performance of 
the Fothergills’ duties, its rental 
value is irrelevant to the ques-
tion of statutory redundancy 
entitlements.

‘My clients do not wish to 
make any further comment at 
this stage.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Simone and Richard have had to move into a caravan after being told to leave their home of 19 years.

THE hunt is on for a head teacher 
for Mull’s high school.

The job has been vacant for a 
year, despite two rounds of recruit-
ing, after the previous head teach-
er, Craig Biddick, left in 2016. Now 
Tobermory Parent Council hopes 
to help Argyll and Bute Council to 
boost its recruitment campaign, 
with an appeal and welcome pack 
on Facebook.

‘It’s a big job,’ the parent council 
explains, as the head teacher 
oversees the island’s pre-school, 
primary and high schools, plus 
‘the future generations of Mull and 
citizens of the world’.

Tobermory High School is rela-
tively small, with 136 pupils and 20 
teachers at secondary level, and 62 
pupils and � ve teachers in the pri-
mary school, plus 22 children and 
two teachers in the pre-� ves unit. 
Almost all classes are in groups of 
20 of fewer.

The full-time, permanent role, 
assisted by two deputes and a 
principal teacher, pays £53,187 a 
year for 35 hours’ work per week.

Retired head teacher Jenny Des 
Fountain, head from 1995 until 
her retirement in 2011, is quoted 
on the parent council’s welcome 
pack as saying: ‘It’s the best job in 
Scottish education.’ The closing 
date for applications is May 5.
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SAVE 
FORT WILLIAM
FOOTBALL CLUB

Without such assis-
tance the future of the 
club and particularly 
its participation in the 
Highland League will 
almost certainly be in 
jeopardy. Financial 
support it also required.

Please come along to 
a public meeting at The 
Social Club, Claggan 
Park on Monday April 
24, at 7pm.

One director from 
Fort William Football 
Club, Ronnie Maclean, 
said: ‘As we approach 
the end of another 
football season it is very 
clear that we urgently 
need people to come 
forward to assist with 
the numerous tasks 
that are necessary to 
run a Highland League 
football Club.

‘Young or old, male or 
female, there are jobs 
for everyone and all will 
be made very welcome.

‘We are also losing our 
manager and assistant, 
so now is perhaps the 
opportunity for a local 
group to come forward 
as our new coaching 
team. Again, this is 
really urgent to ensure 
club licensing for the 
next season.

‘We are the only 
Highland League team 
in the west of Scotland 
and that is something 
we should all be proud 
of.

‘I cannot over empha-
sise the implications at 
all levels of FWFC not 
being in the Highland 
League – our youth 
teams would not be able 
to compete in North of 
Scotland games if they 
are not affiliated to a 
registered club.

‘Please make the 
effort to come to the 
meeting on Monday to 
hear first hand what is 
needed to keep FWFC 
going.

‘If you cannot make 
the meeting but would 
like to help, please con-
tact our club secretary 
Marie on 07803 049571 
or any committee mem-
ber before the meeting.’

Due to the possible 
imminent retiral 
of some of the 
board/committee, 
FWFC urgently 
requires volunteers 
to assist in the 
running of the club

    A look back at the 2014 team together.       
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image 

Davy Duncan and Helen Smith of Lochaber 
Embroidery and Printing (LEAP) presented new 

strips to Fort William FC U-17 team captain, Fraser 
Gray. Training for the team takes place every Friday 

evening from 6.30pm on the all weather pitch at 
Lochaber High School. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image 

Gerry Hallas of LBS hands over new kit to Kyle 
Dignan, Captain of the Fort William FC U-15 team. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image  

The Fort has a long history 
spanning back more than 40 years. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image 

SAVE
FORT WILLIAM
FOOTBALL CLUB

Claggan Park, one the best views of any football ground.   Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image 
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SPRING was in the air last 
weekend as various groups and 
organisations held Easter events 
for youngsters and the young at 
heart.

Lochaber Countryside Rang-
ers held an Easter Family Fun 
Day on Saturday April 15.

Rangers Fiona MacLean and 
Michelle Melville, along with 
Louise Feldwick from Nevis 
Landscape Partnership, hosted 
a variety of games, craft activi-
ties and an Easter Riddle Hunt.

Around 60 children came 
along to the visitor centre in 
Glen Nevis and played giant 
kerplunk, took part in egg and 
spoon races and made shaving 
foam marbled eggs, hatching 
chicks, pop-up bunnies and 
chicks, bunny ear plates and 
paper daffodils.

Lucky young egg hunters, left to right, Kai Teressider and friends Fergus, Sophie and Mia Reid after 
searching the gardens of the Moorings Hotel for chocolate goodies. Photograph Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

Left to right: William, 11, and Amy, 8, Penny from Peterhead at the 
Glencoe visitor centre easter egg hunt. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Left to right: Nancy, 11, and Rory, 8, Carr from Inverness all smiles 
at the Glencoe easter egg hunt. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

Glen Nevis Ranger Michelle Melville helps Joseph, 6, and Thomas, 4, Sanders � nd a clue in Sunday’s 
Easter Egg hunt around the visitor centre. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Miles Attwood, 3, from London, gets his face painted at the 
Glencoe Easter event. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

Councillor Andrew Baxter on the Glencoe Easter egg hunt with his 
family. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

Duncansburgh Macintosh church had a soup and sandwich lunch on Saturday. 

Iona Stirrup helped paint youngsters’ faces with an Easter-themed animal, as well as decorating hard 
boiled eggs at what must have been the highest Easter celebration in the country at the Nevis Range 

top station. Photograph Iain Fergsuon, The Write Image. 

Easter weekend fun in Lochaber
Ms MacLean said: ‘It’s been 

pretty busy considering the 
changeable weather. The 
children solved a riddle to find 
pictures of eggs which all had 
letters that spelled out a word. 

‘They had lots of fun and some 
even came back saying they had 
seen Philip Schofield while they 
were hunting.’

For information about up-
coming events by the rangers, 
visit the new Highland Council 
Countryside Rangers new 
Facebook page, which is an 
amalgamation of all the coun-
cil’s ranger services.

The Moorings Hotel also held 
a family fun day on Saturday, 
with face painting, Easter 
games, Easter colouring in and 
an Easter Egg hunt.

Eilidh Innes, one of the organ-
isers, said: ‘The children paid £1 
to hunt the eggs and they all got 
an Easter egg at the end. Around 

50 turned up and they seemed to 
enjoy it. The face painting has 
gone down well.’

Also on Saturday, Duncans-
burgh Macintosh Church held 
a soup and sandwich lunch in 
the New Hall, offering a choice 
of soups and sandwiches, tea, 
coffee and biscuits.

Rev Morag Muirhead said: 'We 
had between 30 and 40 people 
on Saturday and we made just 
over £120.

‘We hold soup lunches 
throughout June, July and Au-
gust each year and we begin this 
year on Saturday June 3 at noon. 

‘Everyone is welcome. We 
look forward to seeing you all 
through the summer.’

Nevis Range had its Easter 
Event on Easter Sunday (April 
16) when free hard boiled eggs 
were available from the Snow-
goose Restaurant and Bar for 
rolling down the slopes. 

There was also a chocolate egg 
hunt, face painting and badge 
making.

Heather Negus, marketing 
manager at Nevis Range, said: 
‘We were delighted that over 
the long Easter weekend we had 
more than 5,000 visitors take the  
trip up the mountain gondola. 

‘The mountain bike trails 
and the high ropes courses in 
Leanachan Forest were open 
too.

Glencoe Visitor Centre and 
Glenfinnan Visitor Centre held 
the Cadbury Easter Egg Trail 
over Easter weekend.

A spokesperson for Glencoe 
visitor centre said: ‘All National 
Trust and National Trust for 
Scotland centres take part. It’s a 
self-guided trail with four differ-
ent levels of clues depending on 
age group. All the children get a 
chocolate bunny. We’ve also had 
face painting.’
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Lottery

Welfare football

Pam leads the 
chase for high
pin trophy

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday April 20, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 06.14 2.0 12.27 2.7 18.48 1.9  **.**  *.*
Fri 01.43 2.9 07.34 1.8 14.28 2.8 20.01 1.7
Sat 02.48 3.2 08.46 1.6 15.16 3.1 21.04 1.4
Sun 03.33 3.5 09.39 1.2 15.54 3.3 21.52 1.1
Mon 04.13 3.7 10.23 0.9 16.29 3.6 22.35 0.8
Tues 04.52 4.0 11.03 0.6 17.02 3.8 23.17 0.5
Wed 05.29 4.1 11.42 0.4 17.37 4.0  **.**  *.*             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

19
9

8

Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light west south westerly
 Temperatures 7°C to 11ºC.
Friday Sunny intervals
 Winds moderate north westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 9ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds moderate north westerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 8ºC.

FORT William strongman Stu-
art Whyte became the second 
strongest man in Scotland in 
the under 150kg weight category 
earlier this month.

Stuart, 36, was the runner-up 
in his weight category in the 
Scotland’s Strongest Man 
competition, held in Lerwick on 
Shetland on April 1.

Now in his 10th year of com-
peting at a national level, Stuart 
trains in the workshop he uses 
for his welding and fabrication 
business using strongman 
equipment he has made himself, 
including tyres and other items 
to lift and flip.

He and his fellow competitors 
battled it out with six different 
events in a competition which he 
describes as ‘brutal’.

The first event was the giant 
dumb-bell press, where the 
competitors lift single-handed 
dumb-bells above their head 
with one arm. These ranged 
from 50kg to 90kg and there was 
a 75-second time limit.

Next was the silver dollar dead 
lift where they lifted boxes of 
increasing weights and the win-
ner is the last man standing, who 
will have managed the heaviest 
amount.

In the super yoke event, the 
men had to lift weights of up to 
340kg on their shoulders and 
run 30m carrying them.

Stuart Whyte with his strongman trophy.  Photo by Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

ANDREW Brown from 
Corpach was the winner of 
this week’s Fort William Golf 
Club lotto draw on Thursday 
April 13. The winning numbers 
were 8, 10 and 12. There is now 
£100 available for today’s draw 
(Thursday April 20).

The jackpot for the Caol 
Regeneration Lotto is up to 
£600 for today’s draw. There 
were no winners last week. The 
winning numbers were 1, 8 and 
10.

Joan Vicker and Donna 
MacDonald shared the £200 
jackpot for this week’s Caol 
Community Centre bingo lotto 
draw on Sunday April 16. The 
winning numbers were 7, 10 and 
19. The draw for this Sunday is 
back to £100.

There is a massive £1,200 up 
for grabs in this week’s Balla-
chulish shinty lotto draw. This 
week’s winning numbers were 2, 
7 and 13.

LOCHABER’S Welfare 
Football League could be set to 
fold after 50 years.

Last year the league suffered 
from a lack of numbers, and 
now organisers are set to 
hold an emergency meeting 
tomorrow to gauge interest.

The meeting will be held on 
tomorrow, Friday April 21, at 
7pm in the Railway Club to 
see if there is enough teams 
interested in continuing the 
welfare football.

Anyone interested should 
send a representative to the 
meeting or contact Ronald 
Wegner.

Meeting to seek 
interest in
welfare league

AFTER week five of the 10-pin 
bowling singles leagues at the 
Nevis Centre Fort William Pam 
Weller leads the scratch league 
with 71 points.

 Pam is followed by Brian 
Johnstone with 66 points and 
Tony Whitelocke on 60 points. 
Brian Johnstone leads of the 
handicap league with 68 points 
followed by Wendy Brooke 
on 66 points and Tommy 
McKnight on 57 points.

 Pam Weller leads the chase 
for the Nevis Radio High Pin 
Trophy with 2,305 scratch 
points followed by Brian 
Johnstone second on 2,158 and 
Nick Brooke in third on 2,001.

 The top individual scratch 
games this week came from 
Tommy McKnight and Brian 
Johnstone both with 188. Also 
this week Tony Whitelocke 
rolled a 171.

 The top three-game scratch 
series of the week were bowled 
by Tony Whitelocke with 490 
followed by Tommy McKnight 
with 446 and Brian Johnstone 
with 441. Tommy McKnight 
also rolled the top three-game 
handicap series with 620 
followed by Tony Whitelocke 
with 592 and Brian Johnstone 
with 588.

Fort move off the 
bottom of the table
FORT William moved off the 
bottom of the league table last 
week but couldn’t quite make it 
three in a row.

The Fort defeated Strathspey-
Thistle 4-1 last Wednesday 
evening taking them off the foot 
of the table.

Iain MacLellan opened the 
scoring early on for the hosts, 
and Michael Corbett increased 
the lead for the Fort shortly 
after making it 2-0.

Strathspey managed to claw 

Stuart Whyte is runner-up
in Scotland’s Strongest man

Conan’s wheel came next, and 
involved lifting a weighted bar 
up with their elbows or fore 
arms which was anchored in the 
middle and weighed 250kgs. 
The men had to rotate the bar 
round until they had to drop it.

The penultimate event was 
a medley which is where the 
men pick up and carry kegs and 
sandbags of up to 110kg. They 
carry six different items over 
12kgs each and this is a time 
trial event.

The final event was one which 
was new to the competition. 
It was called the mooring pit 
carry and involved lifting iron 
crosses weighing between 
120kgs and 140kgs.

Stuart said: ‘It was pretty 
brutal. It was an endurance 
event as well. Four out of the 
six events were running events 
as well as lifting.’

He still managed to break the 
Scottish record in the dumb-
bell press, but then his record 
was swiftly beaten by Dhanni 
Moar just afterwards.S

Stuart has travelled a lot 
doing strongman events. He 
has been to Norway competing 
in the world championships 
and will be going to Finland 
in September to compete in 

this year’s world championship, 
having qualified as part of the 
top two in this competition.

He says he has done more than 
50 competitions so far and plans 
to continue for a few more years 

at least. A particular highlight 
for him was meeting Arnold 
Schwarzenegger  in South 

Africa while competing in the 
Arnold Strongman Classic last 
year.

Strongman

one back just before half-time, 
making it 2-1 at the break.

But the Fort came out fight-
ing, and top scorer Scottie 
Davidson made it 3-1 with a 
header, before Corbett scored 
his second goal, giving the 
home side a 4-1 win.

And after two home wins in 
a row, the Fort were feeling 
optimistic about their weekend 
match against high-flying Brora 
Rangers.

But the Fort couldn’t hold on 

to make it a treble, losing 5-1 to 
Brora at Claggan Park, sending 
the wee Rangers to top of the 
league.

Brora scored two in the first 15 
minutes, but Scottie Davidson 
managed to pull one back for 
the home side just before the 
break.

It wasn’t enough, however, and 
Brora went on to score another 
three after half-time.

Football

Michael Corbett bagged a double in Fort William’s 4-1 win over Strathspey Thistle.
Photo: Abrightside Photograpahy

Scottie Davidson scores for Fort William in their 5-1 defeat by Brora Rangers.
 Photos: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Fort’s Michael Ellis and Brora 
captain Jamie Du�  in action.Jack Lingard is crowded out by Brora defenders
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WEST COAST FESTIVAL SCENE: Rich in culture and 
steeped in history, the stunning scenery of Scotland’s west 

coast creates the perfect backdrop for a whole host of 
events, festivals and concerts 

Inside
FESTIVAL FOCUS

DIARY OF EVENTS • BANDS 
ACCOMMODATION • CAMPING TIPS

YOUR GUIDE TO THIS YEAR’S FESTIVALS AND EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE WEST COAST
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Festival Fáilte!
We are delighted to produce our 2017 guide to the 
many festi vals that fi ll the islands, lochs and glens of the 
West Highlands and islands with the sound of music and 
laughter. 

The rise of the festi val scene in these parts is a remark-
able success story. Islands such as Mull, Islay, Colonsay, 
South Uist and Tiree and mainland venues like Oban, 
Tarbert, Lochgilphead and Kintyre now play host to 
thousands of visitors each year. From humble beginnings 
and a huge amount of hard work by the organisers, 
these festi vals have gained a glowing reputati on that 
reaches far beyond the borders of Scotland. People 
from both far and near fl ock to these stunning locati ons 
to savour the best that Scotti  sh music, food, drink and 
culture has to off er while at the same ti me experiencing 
the vibrant, informal and friendly atmosphere of a true 
West Highland gathering, be it in a bar, beach, public 
hall or playing fi eld. 

Our guide also has a practi cal purpose as it highlights 
the essenti al services festi val-goers need to make their 
visit truly memorable. From ti ps on getti  ng the most out 
of your festi val experience to the things you need to 
remember for camping along with some great places to 
eat and drink in the areas in which you are visiti ng. This 
publicati on will prove invaluable so remember to pull it 
out and keep it somewhere handy to refer back to. 

We hope this supplement will whet your appeti te for an 
authenti c slice of Highland and island culture and will 
help make your stay as much fun as we had in producing 
it. 

Nicky Murphy, 
Sales Director, 
The Oban Times.

A Wyvex Media publication
Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk 

It’s festival time
West Coast festival season 
showcases area’s vibrant culture
THE WEST Coast is bursti ng with exciti ng 

culture. From music to dance, from literature 
to food and drink, a thriving festi val season 
showcases the ‘best of the west.’ And if 2016 

is anything to go by, 2017 looks to be the best year 
ever for the festi val scene. 

Billed as ‘the best free festi val in the world’, the Mull 
Music Festi val April 20-24 sees four days and nights 
chock full of music in the pubs and hotels of Tober-
mory. Dubbed a ‘literary lock-in’, the Colonsay Book 
Festi val, April 29-30 welcomes renowned authors, 
poets and book lovers for workshops and readings, 
while the Colonsay Spring Festi val looks forward to 
its fi ft h year with over 60 events celebrati ng all things 
Spring, May 1-21. 

Campbeltown hosts two outstanding festi vals this 
season. With a well-earned reputati on as ‘the friend-
liest festi val in Argyll’, the Kintyre Songwriters Festi val 
April 28-30 is a delightf ul showcase of up-and-coming 
songwriti ng talent. May 26 - June 3, the Islay Festi val 
of Music and Malt, or Feis Ile, features a diverse 
programme of music, dance, Gaelic language and the 
quintessenti al Scotti  sh pasti mes of golf, bowling and 
whisky tasti ng. 

Tarbert is ground zero for festi vals all season long, with 
the Scotti  sh Series in May, the Seafood and Boat Festi -
vals in July, and fi lm and music festi vals in the autumn. 

The Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festi val 
held April 28- May 1, is one of Oban’s biggest annual 
events, drawing top talent from all over the world.

Future festi val headliners are born at Ceòlas, a sum-
mer school for Gaelic music, song and dance on South 
Uist held in July.

The much-anti cipated Oban Live 2017 will feature 
Skerryvore, Skippinish, Admiral Fallow and nati onal 
headliners Hue and Cry and Toploader. 

Mendelssohn on Mull Festi val, July 2-7, is a celebrati on 
of classical music at various venues around Mull and 
Iona. The Tiree Music Festi val July 14-16 off ers vibrant 
island culture and fabulous live music.

The Mid Argyll Music and Arts, or MAMA Fest, held 
in September, is one of the most popular live music 
events of the season. 

Festi vals in Scotland are amazing - if it doesn’t rain. 
But even if it does rain, the fun doesn’t stop. So make 
sure to pack a mac and wellies, as well as a change of 
clothes. And speaking of clothes, always take a warm 
jumper even if the weather seems warm - you never 
know when a cool breeze or cloud may appear, plus at 
night the temperatures drop. Don’t let clouds fool you 
into thinking you don’t need sunscreen- rays bounce 
off  clouds and water. A straw hat and sunglasses, along 
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WHAT WHERE WHEN

Mull Music Festival Tobermory, Isle of Mull 20 - 24 April
Colonsay Book Festival Isle of Colonsay 29 - 30 April
Colonsay Spring Festival Isle of Colonsay 1 May - 21 May
Highlands & Islands
Music & Dance Festival Oban 28 April - 1 May
Loch Fyne Food Fair Loch Fyne Oysters, Cairndow 13 - 14 May
Islay Festival of Music & Malt Isle of Islay 26 May - 3 June
Oban Festival of the Sea Oban 26 - 29 May
Oban Live Oban 2 - 3 June
Skye Accordion & Fiddle Festival Portree, Isle of Skye 25 - 27 May
Mhor Festival  Perthshire   26 - 28 May
Kintyre Songwriters Festival Campbeltown 28 - 30 April
FyneFest Glen Fyne, Inveraray 2 - 4 June
Spirit of Skye Festival    Portree     16 - 17 June
Tee in the Port Isle of Bute  20 May
Mendelssohn on Mull Isle of Mull 2 July - 7 July
Iona Music Festival Isle of Iona 30 June - 1 July
Tarbert Seafood Festival Tarbert 1 - 2 July
Cantilena Festival Isle of Islay 9 - 14 July
Arran Malt & Music Festival Isle of Arran Distillery in Lochranza 30 June - 1 July
Tiree Feis Isle of Tiree 3 - 7 July
Ceolas South Uist - various concerts 2 - 7 July
Heb Celt Stornoway, Lewis 19 - 22 July
Tarbert Traditional Boat Festival Tarbert 14 - 16 July
Howlin’ Fling Isle of Eigg 28 - 29 July
Lomond Folk Festival Balloch 28 - 30 July
Bute Fest Isle of Bute 28 - 30 July
Tiree Music Festival Isle of Tiree 14 - 16 July
Tarbert Fair Tarbert 26 - 29 July
Belladrum Beauly, Inverness 3 - 5 August
MOKfest Campbeltown 16 - 20 August
Loch Lomond Food and Drink Festival Loch Lomond 2 - 3 September
BLAS festival Various locations 1- 9 September 
MAMAfest Lochgilphead 1 - 3 Sept
Lagavulin Jazz Festival Isle of Islay 15 - 17 Sept
Mull Mod Isle of Mull 8 - 9 Sept
Best Of The West Festival Inveraray 8 - 10 Sept
Ceòl Cholasa Isle of Colonsay September
Tarbert Music Festival Tarbert 15 - 17 Sept
Jura Music Festival Isle of Jura 22 - 24 Sept
Loopallu Ullapool 29 - 30 Sept 
CowalFest Cowal 6 - 15 October
Ullapool Guitar Festival Ullapool 6 - 8 October
Islay Book Festival Isle of Islay 29 Sept - 1 Oct
Callander Jazz & Blues Festival Callander 29 Sept - 1 Oct
Feis na Mara Mallaig 7 - 9 October
Royal National Mod Lochaber 13 - 21 October
Tarbert Book Festival Tarbert 27 - 29 October
Oban Winter Festival Oban 17 - 26 November
Hogmanay in Oban Oban 31 December

Programme of Events 2017

Wyvex Media believes this informati on to be correct at ti me of going to press but would recommend checking with individual 
festi vals for lastest details.

It’s festival time
West Coast festival season 
showcases area’s vibrant culture

with maximum SPF, can prevent a miserable burn. Make 
sure your camera and phone are charged up, as you 
won’t want to miss a single shot of all the great music, 
fabulous food and cute kid moments. Tents can be a 
great way to protect yourself from the elements and 
provide a quiet place for a rest. But keep in mind you will 
have to carry all your gear from the car, so don’t over-
load. Fun items such as glow sti cks, bubbles and glitt er 
are a great way to jazz up your experience and keep the 
kids entertained. One of the best parts of any festi val is 
the food, but stock up with your own water and snacks 
to help get you through the day. Also, it never hurts to 
carry a bit of toilet roll in case the portable loos run out. 
And last but certainly not least, don’t forget the ti ckets! 
There is nothing worse than arriving at a festi val just 
to remember you left  them on the kitchen table. Some 
festi vals have print-your-own ti ckets, so make sure you 
do this at home in plenty of ti me.

There is a plethora of small and large festi vals on the 
West Coast leave visitors and locals alike spoiled for 
choice. Friendly shops and service providers in the area 
welcome guests and provide everything needed for a 
relaxing festi val experience. There is much on off er, so 
pack a rucksack and get ready to make festi val memories 
that will last a lifeti me! 
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BEERS from the 
UK’s most criti-
cally-acclaimed 

breweries will be 
available in Argyll 
this summer at Fyne 
Ales’ annual FyneFest 
event.

The June festival, which 
attracts over 2,000 visitors 
to Glen Fyne, will feature 
breweries including 
Beavertown, Magic 
Rock, Siren, Buxton, and 
Manchester’s Cloudwater 
Brewing Co, recently 
named the fifth best 
brewery in the world by 
respected beer scoring 
website, Ratebeer.

Representing Scotland 
alongside the festival 
organisers, established 
names including Fierce 
Beer and Edinburgh’s 
Pilot brewery will be on 
offer; while fellow Scots 
breweries Out of Town, 
Up Front and Campervan 
will be featured alongside 
other new breweries 
including Cornwall’s 
Verdant and Cheltenham’s 
Deya Brewing Co. In 
total, over 160 beers 
from over 35 breweries 
from the UK and Europe 
will be available at the 
2017 festival taking place 
from 2-4 June, with more 
announcements due in 
the coming weeks.

The breweries 
announcement is part of 
an exciting wave of news 
about FyneFest 2017, 
including a range of new 
beer-centric initiatives 
within the festival.

“While we’re proud of 
the fact that FyneFest 

brings together elements 
of music festivals and 
food festivals, beer is the 
star of the show for the 
majority of festival-goers,” 
explained Fyne Ales 
Managing Director, Jamie 
Delap. “Developing on the 
success of the Brewers’ 
Bar introduced last 
year, we’re putting even 
more focus on beer for 
2017. We’re delighted to 
announce our first batch 
of brewery partners, and 
to introduce three new 
beer concepts for this 
year’s festival: Brewers 
Panels, timed special-
release tappings and an 
on-site micro-brew.”

The Brewers Panels will 
see representatives from 
some of the UK’s leading 
breweries come together 
to discuss beers of specific 
styles, while in the Main 
Bar, a tap will be reserved 
for rare and exclusive keg 
beers that will be tapped 
at specific intervals. 
Edinburgh’s Campervan 
Brewing will use its mobile 
pilot brew kit to brew an 
exclusive collaboration 
beer in the festival field 
during the weekend. 

Alongside the wide 
selection of beer on offer, 
the festival will serve 
ciders, wines, spirits, 
and cocktails on site to 
compliment the eleven 
local and award-winning 
food vendors confirmed 
to attend, including 
long-time Fyne Ales 
collaborator, Loch Fyne 
Oysters. The festivals 
music line-up, known for 
its diversity of styles, has 
been confirmed with local 
act Dr Hip & The Blues 
Operation headlining 

alongside award-winning 
ska band Bombskare.

Many of festival-goers 
favourite features will 
return, with Fyne Ales 
promising an improved 
Walkers Bar for those 
who decide to venture up 
the glen, and the return 
of Scotland’s biggest pub 
quiz on the Saturday 
afternoon in the Brewery 
Courtyard. The family-
friendly event, which also 
welcomes dogs, has a full 
programme of children’s 
entertainment planned to 
keep little ones amused 
over the three-day event.

Further details of FyneFest 
2017, including ticket 
information can be found 
on the FyneFest website. 
Additional festival 
announcements are 
expected soon – festival-
goers are encouraged to 
keep an eye on Fyne Ales 
on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram for the latest 
news.

BREWERIES ANNOUNCED

•	 Beavertown Brewery

•	 Buxton Brewery

•	 Campervan Brewery

•	 Cloudwater Brewing Co

•	 Deya Brewing Co

•	 Fierce Beer

•	 Fyne Ales

•	 Hawkshead Brewery

•	 Magic Rock Brewing

•	 Out of Town Brewing

•	 Pilot

•	 Siren Brewing Co

•	 Thornbridge

•	 Up Front Brewing Co

•	 Verdant Brewing Co

•	  Wild Beer Co

fynefest.com

UK brewing heavyweights amongst 
first breweries announced for 
FyneFest 2017.
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Award-winning traditional music & dance summer school situated in the Gaelic 
heartland of South Uist in the first week of July. 2017 tutors: Allan Henderson (Beginner 
Fiddle); Shelly Campbell – Cape Breton, (Advanced Fiddle); Kenneth MacKenzie – 
Cape Breton, (Intermediate Fiddle); Eilidh Shaw (Youth Fiddle); Alec Valtos (Gàidhlig); 
Catrìona MacIntyre (Gàidhlig); Catrìona Black (Gàidhlig); Ingrid Henderson (Clàrsach); 
Griogair Labhruidh (Ceòl Mòr/Òrain Phìobaireachd); Fin Moore (Piping for Dance); 
Ashley MacDonald (Youth Piping); Mary Jane Lamond – Cape Breton (Song); Rachel 
Walker (Song); Christine Primrose (Song); Sophie Stephenson (Beginner Step-
Dance); Frank McConnell (Intermediate Step Dance); Mats Melin (Advanced Step 
Dance); Seonaidh MacIntyre (Playing for Dancing); Sarah Hoy (Playing for Dancing); 
Kilphedar Sound (Playing for Dancing); Jamie MacDonald (Playing for Dancing). 
See www.ceolas.co.uk for more information.

Ceolas School of Music and Dance Best Of The 
West Festival
8-10 September 2017 
INVERARAY CASTLE

The Best of the West 
Festi val of music, art, craft s, 
food and drink is an ‘end 
of season’ showcase held 
in the grounds of the magnifi cent Inveraray Castle from 8-10th 
September 2017. A celebrati on of music that shines a light on 
Argyll as a prominent and world-class dining, drinking and travel 
desti nati on, this year sees Best of the West expand its off ering with 
the introducti on of a Friday night programme.

Music headliners include: Skipinnish and Heron Valley (Friday 8th 
September); Skerryvore, Blazin’ Fiddles and Hunter and the Bear 
(Saturday 9th September) and Eddi Reader, Tide Lines and Dr Hip 
& the Blues Operati on (Sunday 10th September) with many more 
bands set to play throughout the weekend. 

Masterchef: The Professionals 2016 winner Gary Maclean is all 
set to cook up a storm at The Best of the West Festi val Kitchen on 
Sunday 10th September 2017. Gary joins a star-studded line-up 
of celebrity chefs already booked for The Best of the West Festi val 
Kitchen, including: Graeme Cheevers, head chef of Restaurant 
Marti n Wishart, Cameron House Hotel, Loch Lomond and Paul 
Leonard, head chef at The Isle of Eriska Hotel Restaurant, both 
Michelin star restaurants.

www.bowfest.co.uk   facebook.com/bowfesti val @bowfesti nfo
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A week of 
chamber 
music in 
venues across 
the island
9-14 July 2017
Sunday 9 July Columba Centre
Monday 10 July Laphroaig Distillery
Tuesday 11 July Lagavulin Distillery
Wednesday 12 July Columba Centre
Thursday 13 July Ardbeg Distillery
Friday 14 July Bruichladdich Hall

Visit CANTILENAFESTIVAL.CO.UK 
for more information and details of our pre-Festival 

recital in Portnahaven

All concerts start at 7.30pm Tickets £12 
(Senior £10, £5 with Student Card, free for schoolchildren 

) Season £60 (Senior £50) available at the Celtic House, 
Bowmore from 1 June and at the door on the night. 

Advance orders from admin@cantilenafestival.co.uk
Cantilena Festival on Islay Ltd is a Scottish Registered Charity No SCO33071

The ‘Isle of Jura Music Festi val‘ Organising 
Committ ee is a charitable, unincorporated 
associati on. Our purpose, as recorded in our 
consti tuti on, is to organize and run a Music 
Festi val on the Isle of Jura, provide opportuniti es 
for young people to learn/improve their music 
based skill and help them refi ne and develop 
those skills in the future. By bringing in top 
class musicians every year to perform and run 
workshops, the instructi on and inspirati on they 
provide is invaluable.  One of these musicians 
is Archie Mcallister the fantasti c fi ddle player. 
Through our youth educati on programme we 
have been able to help through a small annual 
grant, a number of young people to fulfi ll their 
potenti al and follow their chosen path including 
music tuiti on in Small Isles Primary School.

The island has a wealth of musical talent. As well 
as Pete Smoke and the Roaches, one of the best 
cover bands on the West Coast, there’s RSAMD 
graduate and fi ddle player Simon Moran from 
Deoch n Dorus; his singer/songwriter brother 

Danny Moran, a top traditi onal musician now 
based in Dublin; their local partner in ‘crime’  
from ‘Cum-A Dol’  the excellent accordian player 
Graham Rozga, the talented local pipers and 
one of the stalwarts of West Coast style, David 
MacDonald is an established box player and 
released two albums with the Jura Ceilidh Band.

One of the many highlights over the years has 
been when we have been repeatedly nominated 
in the fi rst Scotti  sh Traditi onal Music Awards 
held in Queens Hall Edinburgh in the Best Music 
Festi val category. Celti c Connecti ons won it, but 
we were up in the top three with them…small 
things from litt le acorns grow!

Sponsored by the Isle of Jura Disti llery on the 
Sunday early evening is a stand up concert in the 
Jura Disti llery Cooperage.  It is incredibly popular 
and has featured bands including Skippinish and 
Wolfstone and Skerryvore.  More informati on 
on this is available on the website. www.
juramusicfesti val.com

Cantilena Festival 
on Islay
Canti lena is a week-long festi val of classical 
chamber music on the beauti ful and romanti c 
island of Islay. Along with fi ve professional 
players Canti lena selects gift ed students from 
the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland to perform 
and learn alongside musicians who have all 
worked with Britain’s major orchestras. This is 
a rare and highly sought-aft er event for these 
young professionals and Canti lena is the only 
opportunity for Islay residents and visitors to 
hear music which ranges from Italian Renais-
sance to the present day. The festi val has 
been taking place for over twelve years now 
and att racts audiences from as far afi eld as 
Italy and Germany thanks to the inti mate and 
informal atmosphere of the concerts which 
take place in the Columba Centre in Bowmore 
and a number of Islay’s famous malt whisky 

disti lleries. 
This year’s festi val is from Sunday 9th to 
Friday 14th July and also features guest 
arti st Swedish conductor and violinist, Tobias 
Ringborg, whose previous visits to Scotland 
have been to conduct acclaimed performances 
with Scotti  sh Opera. Concerts this year include 
music by Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, 
Mendelssohn and Strauss. For a more detailed 
programme and ti cket informati on visit 
canti lenafesti val.co.uk. The 2017 Canti lena 
Festi val on Islay will be from 9 - 14 July.

Isle of Jura Music Festival
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Founded by renowned violinist Leonard 
Friedman in 1988, the Mendelssohn on 
Mull Festival July 2- 7, has become one 
of Scotland's most brilliant island musical 
events. Featuring concerts at various 
venues around Mull, Iona, Oban as well 
as further afield in Scotland and England, 
the festival is a chance for promising 
young professionals develop their skills 
in the field along with professional 
mentors. Artists on this year's bill include 
Leonardo Giovine, Antonia Kesel, Tom 
Congdon, Fiona Robertson, Christine 
Anderson, Andre Gaio Pereira, Feargus 
Egan and Josh Salter.

The repertoire will focus on 
Mendelssohn's Octet, in a new edition 
by Richard Jeffcoat, who presents it 
in its original form, as written by the 

16-year-old composer. Other offerings 
include quartets by Haydn, Dvorak 
and Shostakovich and a Mozart piano 
concerto. The concerts are free, and will 
be held in stunning, intimate venues, 
such as Iona Abbey, St John's Cathedral, 
Duart Castle and Creich Church. 

With a mission of 'Nurturing a deeper 
understanding of the art of chamber 
music for performer and audience alike,' 
Mendelssohn on Mull is not to be missed 
by classical music lovers and budding 
musicians. 

The festival is sponsored by Sound 
Waves, a charity dedicated to the 
advancement of arts, heritage and 
culture in Scotland. 
For more information and events listing, 
visit soundwavesscio.org.uk.

Mendelssohn 
on Mull Festival

The resort town of Oban, home to 
one of Scotland's most venerated 
disti lleries, is to be the locati on for 
a new whisky festi val celebrati ng 
the water of life.

The West Coast Whisky Fèis will 
take place in July of this year, and is 
the brainchild of Oban Whisky and 
Fine Wines, a local retailer of the 
spirit.

Euan Finlayson, proprietor of 
Oban Whisky and Fine Wines, 
said, 'We wanted to create 
an event that shows off  the 
incredible whiskies that the 
west coast has to off er. The 
aim is to off er a range of 
whiskies and masterclasses 
that can appeal to 
newcomers and afi cionados 
alike.'

The main venue for the event 
will be Skipinnish Cèilidh 
House and will feature 
exhibits from every disti ller 
from the Firth of Clyde to the 
Isle of Lewis. Ticket holders will be 
given their own dram glass and will 
be able to take samples from all 
of the exhibitors who are present. 
Water will be available to allow 
people to cleanse their palates 
between tasti ng. 

In additi on, Oban Disti llery 
will be holding masterclasses. 
These will be based around their 

world famous whiskies. Other 
masterclasses will be available on 
the day. The other exhibitors will 
be more than happy to have a chat 
about their produce as well.

Local food producers will be selling 
their wares in the Cèilidh House 
should anyone get a bit peckish 
aft er a few drams. There will also 

be a nosing competi ti on where 
att endees can att empt to 
identi fy various whiskies by 
smell alone. The entrant who is 
closest to being correct will win 
a bott le of single malt whisky.

There will be a Fèis shop in 
the Cèilidh House where 
att endees can pick up a bott le 
of whichever whiskies took 
their fancy during their 
sampling session. Subsidised 
delivery will be available for 
people who don't want to 
have to lug bott les around 
with them aft er they leave.

The Cèilidh House will be 
open from 12pm to 6pm on 22nd 
of July 2017. There are likely to be 
other supporti ng events during the 
day which will be announced via 
the event's Twitt er and Facebook 
feeds closer to the ti me. Samples 
are included in the event ti cket 
price and masterclasses are 
available for an additi onal fee.

Oban’s fi rstWest Coast Whisky Fèis

Euan Finlayson, proprietor of 
Oban Whisky and Fine Wines, 
said, 'We wanted to create 
an event that shows off  the 
incredible whiskies that the 
west coast has to off er. The 
aim is to off er a range of 
whiskies and masterclasses 
that can appeal to 
newcomers and afi cionados 

The main venue for the event 
will be Skipinnish Cèilidh 
House and will feature 
exhibits from every disti ller 

be a nosing competi ti on where 
att endees can att empt to 
identi fy various whiskies by 
smell alone. The entrant who is 
closest to being correct will win 
a bott le of single malt whisky.

There will be a Fèis shop in 
the Cèilidh House where 
att endees can pick up a bott le 
of whichever whiskies took 
their fancy during their 
sampling session. Subsidised 
delivery will be available for 
people who don't want to 
have to lug bott les around 
with them aft er they leave.
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Every year, the annual Arran 
Malt & Music Festival is held 
in the grounds of the Isle of 
Arran Distillery in Lochranza.  
This year it will take place from 
Friday 30th June – Sunday 2nd 
July. 

The weekend has become an important 
date in the calendar for whisky and Arran 
enthusiasts, bringing together some of 
the best island food producers, local 
musicians and bands from the mainland in 
a celebrati on of all things Malt and Music! 
On Saturday 1st July, the festi val starts at 11am and features 
whisky masterclasses where you have the opportunity to get 
really involved with the people who make the whisky and hear 
about their experiences in the industry.  This year there will also 
be the opportunity to take part in a whisky cocktail masterclass 
with bartenders from the Edinburgh Bon Vivant Bar and the 
opportunity to purchase rarely available limited expressions of The 
Arran Single Malt Whisky by the dram.

Their annual special Festi val Single Malt Release will be available to 
purchase on the day – a small batch bott ling which is chosen each 
year by the parti cipants of their Ulti mate Masterclass.  The festi viti es 
are set to conti nue long into the evening with a celebratory ceilidh 
led by popular band ‘Skippinish’. Entry to the festi val Saturday 11am 
– 5pm is free.  Masterclass and Saturday evening ceilidh ti ckets can 
be purchased from www.arranevents.com.

Arran Malt & Music Festival 2017

The 25th Mull of Kintyre Music Festival or MOK Fest as it is more 
commonly known  runs from August 16th – 20th.     
The Saturday night concerts on Aug 19th promise something for everyone with high octane 
Celti c Dance kings The Peatbog Faeries and Scotland’s 9-piece Ska juggernaut Bombskare 
playing in the Victoria Hall.  The Traditi onal concert the same night in Campbeltown Heritage 
Centre will feature six piece all female folk band The Shee with singer songwriter Jim 
Malcolm also on the bill.  More acts for the Saturday will be announced shortly.

Herron Valley is guaranteed to get everyone 
dancing at the Festi val Ceilidh Night on 
Aug 18th. Award winning Gypsy Jazz Swing 
specialists Rose Room and The Dalriada 
Connecti ons Band will also perform with 
Kintyre Schools Pipe Band getti  ng the night 
started in their usual rousing style.  

The Mitchell’s Glengyle Dalriada Connecti ons 
on Aug 20th will have another great line-up 
with Arty McGlynn & Nollaig Casey, Gillian 
Frame, Ciaran Mulholland, Scooter Muse, 
Lorne MacDougall Trio and Rhuvaal already 
confi rmed to play.  

News on who will be performing at the 
Festi val Gaelic Night on Aug 16th, Young Folk 
Night on Aug 17th and Survivors Night on 
Aug 20th will be released soon.

For further informati on visit our website at 
www.mokfest.com or email 
mokfest@hotmail.co.uk

MOK Fest 25 First Bands
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A brand-new festi val is arriving in the Isle of Skye this summer. The 
Spirit of Skye brings together Scotland’s fi nest whisky, gin, beer, 
music, and food. Featuring major drinks brands, local experts, 
creati ve masterclasses, ceilidhs, live music, local produce and 
Scotland's fi nest chefs. Whether you’re a drinks connoisseur, a 
food lover or simply looking for a good ti me with friends, there’s 
something for everybody at the Spirit of Skye.

Gary Maclean Winner of MasterChef: The 
Professionals 2016 will be cooking live in the 
Chef’s Theatre and so will Scott  Davies Head 
Chef at The Three Chimneys. There will be 
Creati ve Masterclasses with Talisker Disti llery, 
Sti rling Gin, Cuillin Brewery, and Sligachan 

Hotel. Dig back into the blues-drenched sounds 
of clarinet-driven 1920’s New Orleans jazz 

with live music from The Dime Notes 
and enjoy a traditi onal ceilidh as The 

Scotti  sh Ceilidh allStars bring 
together a veritable feast of 

musical talent.

Book your ti ckets on 
01478 613750 or online at 
www.spiritofskye.com
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Spirit of 
Skye Festival

Gary Maclean Winner of MasterChef: The 
Professionals 2016 will be cooking live in the 
Chef’s Theatre and so will Scott  Davies Head 
Chef at The Three Chimneys. There will be 
Creati ve Masterclasses with Talisker Disti llery, 
Sti rling Gin, Cuillin Brewery, and Sligachan 

Hotel. Dig back into the blues-drenched sounds 
of clarinet-driven 1920’s New Orleans jazz 

with live music from The Dime Notes 
and enjoy a traditi onal ceilidh as The 

Scotti  sh Ceilidh allStars bring 
together a veritable feast of 

musical talent.

Book your ti ckets on 
01478 613750 or online at 
www.spiritofskye.com

OPENS 8TH MAY
Partying can be tiring...

Staying, eating and drinking at Perle Oban can be 
the perfect remedy for your festival fatigue.

30% OFF 
WITH EXCLUSIVE PROMO CODE*

Discover Oban in a new light.
Book your stay during our opening month of May and 

receive 30% off your bookings.
Redeem this offer using PROMO CODE: PERLE30

www.perleoban.com

Planning on going to The Spirit of Skye?
Marmalade Hotel and The Bosville Hotel are part of the Perle 
family of luxury hotels and offers the perfect choice for luxury 
accommodation, food and drink on the beautiful Isle of Skye.

www.marmaladehotel.co.uk     www.bosvillehotel.co.uk
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Tarbert – a whole world of festivals!

THE CHARMING fishing village of 
Tarbert, photographed above by the 
world reknowned, late, great Dennis 

Hardley, plays host to several festivals 
this season that celebrate its rich heritage 
in music, sport, food and literature. The 
excitement kicks off in May 26-29 with the 
Silvers Marine Scottish Series.

The Clyde Cruising Club organises this long-running 
event, in which keen sailors enjoy passage racing 
and Olympic triangles in Loch Fyne.

This year’s programme includes the opening ‘Clyde 
Challenger Race’ from Largs for white sail, family 
class and cruisers.

The laid-back atmosphere and good 
craic of this event have sailors and 
non-sailors alike coming back year 
aft er year. All visitors, whether 
into sailing or not, will love the 
spectacle and everyone is welcome. 
The upgraded faciliti es at Tarbert 
Harbour including the well-stocked 
chandlery shop provide a warm 
welcome for competi tors.

The Seafood Festi val, which is 
held in July 1-2, gives visitors the 
opportunity to sample Tarbert’s 

culinary delights. The harbour bustles with food 
stalls, cookery demonstrati ons and tasti ngs.

A highlight of the weekend is the crowning of the 
Seafood Festi val Queen and her princesses, who 
arrive in a fl ourish by sea and parade through the 
village led by the Mid Argyll Pipe Band.

Live music and kids’ acti viti es at this wonderful 
family-friendly festi val.

The Tarbert Traditi onal Boat Festi val, 14-16 July 
draws beauti ful vessels of all kinds from across 
Scotland and Ireland the weekend, providing a 
spectacle in the harbour for on-lookers. Visitors 
enjoy boat tours, stalls, live music, demonstrati ons 
and family acti viti es. 

Tarbert Fair has been held since 1705 and is one 
of the oldest fairs in the Highlands. It starts every 
year on the last Thursday of July (26th-29th) 
and conti nues the festi viti es over the weekend. 
Originally a catt le fair, it's now about live music, 
amusements and fairground rides.

One of the longest- running music festi vals 
in Argyll, the Tarbert Music Festi val has been 
celebrati ng song and food for 28 years.

Held the weekend of September 15-17, it features 
kids’ acti viti es and a full programme of concerts 
by local talent, turning out everything from 
rock to reggae to traditi onal music. Impromptu 
sessions are encouraged and att ract musicians 
from far and wide. Visitors will enjoy the fantasti c 
local seafood and the relaxed vibe. 

This lovely book festi val in the prett y fi shing 
village of Tarbert is a cracker. Hear book readings 
by a selecti on of authors and meet the people 
behind the characters. There's lots to enjoy for 
adults and children across various venues from 
the 27th-29th October

Camping is available in the shadow of Robert the 
Bruce’s castle and scenic walks along the adjacent 
Kintyre Trail make Tarbert an ideal desti nati on 
weekend for the whole family, so pack a tent and 
come along! www.tarbertf esti vals.co.uk
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Festival Safety by the 
Summer Festival Guide
Festivals are a great 
way to spend a 
summer weekend.  
Good bands, good 
beer, good weather: 
what's not to like?  
It is important, 
though, to keep safe.  
That's why we're 
going to use today to 
look at the various 
ways in which you 
can ensure that your 
weekend goes by 
without any kind of 
hitches.

Keep a mobile charger on 
you.  The simple fact is 
that in 2017, it's virtually 
impossible to get through 
the weekend without using 
your phone for something. 
(No, not Facebook.  For 
goodness sake, give it a 
rest for the weekend!).  
In any busy festi val, it's 
almost guaranteed that at 
some point you'll probably 
get separated from your 
friends.  Invest in a mobile 
charger (i.e. one that's 
powered by batt eries rather 
than the mains) and stock 
up on a load of batt eries.  
This way, you'll be able to 
call your mates and meet 

up with each other every 
ti me you fi nd yourself 
getti  ng pushed to the other 
side of the crowd!

Don't bring your valuables.  
Repeat aft er us: 'I do not 
need to take my iPad to 
Glastonbury'.  Most modern 
festi vals are prett y friendly 
and, generally speaking, 
people try and look out 
for each other.  However, 
it's not a good idea to take 
a load of expensive gear 
with you.  Cameras are 
fair enough, but leave the 
laptops, credit cards, tablets 
and the like at home.  You 
simply don't need them.

Be sensible

At even the most orderly 
festi val, there probably will 
be the odd group of people 
insisti ng on being...well, 
a word we probably can't 
use here.  The best move to 
make if anything happens 
that makes you feel remotely 
uncomfortable is to simply 
move to a diff erent secti on 
of the area (again, keep your 
phone on you so you can re-
meet friends easily).  If you're 
parti cularly concerned, try and 
fi nd a security guard (most 
festi vals have them stati oned 
throughout the venue).

Don't get carried away with 
moshing and crowd-surfi ng. 

We're not just saying this to 
be killjoys.  It's a simple fact 
that even the biggest and 
hardest metalheads get injured 
in moshpits.  Honestly, they 
do.  Don't get the wrong idea: 
we're not suggesti ng you start 
twerking whilst Machine Head 
are on stage (though that 
would be sort of hilarious), 
but don't put yourself at risk 
unnecessarily.  Also, crowd-
surfi ng is even more risky 
– you’re likely to get a bad 
landing.

Care for your hearing

If you’re a regular gig goer, then 
the chances are you’ll know 
how loud those speakers can 
get.  Well, at a festi val you can 
multi ply that noise by about 
500 (the volume is needed to 
project the sound across the 
site).  What does this mean in 
practi cal terms?  Well it means 
that if you get stuck by the 
speakers, it’ll REALLY hurt.  As 
in, ‘might cause you permanent 
damage’ hurt.  Stock up on 
ear-plugs: even the cheaper 
ones will be more than enough 
to stop even Motorhead from 
deafening you. Places like 
Allearplugs.com have a great 
range that will meet all budgets 
and ear sizes.

Split your cash

As a general rule, it’s not a 
good idea to take all your cards 
to a festi val.  Sti ck to a certain 
amount of hard cash and one 
card for absolute emergencies.  
Always ensure that you split 
the cash: the chances are that 
you’ll have at least a couple of 
hundred with you: that way, if 
some of it goes missing, you’ll 
sti ll have enough in reserve to 
keep you going.

Voted 'Best Small Festi val in Scotland' 
for a third ti me in 2016, the Tiree Music 

Festi val returns on the 14th-16th July 
with plati num selling act Scouti ng For 
Girls heading to the remote island as 
part of their 10 year anniversary tour. 

This is the 8th TMF and the festi val has 
sold out every year since its formati on 
in 2010. There are now less than 300 
ti ckets remaining for the 2017 festi val 
so book your island festi val adventure 
quick! www.ti reemusicfesti val.co.uk 
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26th - 28th May

Mhor Festi val, Scotland's most 
spectacularly-located, food, drink and 
music festi val, launches their full line-up 
which includes Lorna McNee, Scotti  sh Chef 
of the Year and Phil Kay, previous winner of 
Briti sh Comedy Award Best Live Stand Up.

Run by Tom and Lisa Lewis and family, 
Mhor Festi val takes place on the banks 
of Loch Voil in the Perthshire Highlands 
during the May Bank Holiday weekend 
(26th – 28th). The festi val is supported 
by EventScotland, part of VisitScotland’s 
Events Directorate.

For the fi rst year ever, Mhor Fest will be 
hosti ng an all star female chef line-up for 
the coveted Mhor Feast (Friday 26th May). 
Lorna MacNee, Scotti  sh Chef of the Year 
will serve up her signature dish, along 
with a course each from Rosie Healey of 
Ott olenghi fame; ‘The Café Girls’ of Café St 
Honore; Marysia Paskowska of Monachyle 
Mhor. 

A limited number of 100 Feast ti ckets are 
available. Previously selling out within 
days, ti ckets for the 5-course dinner are 
only available on a lott ery basis. 

Across the weekend festi valgoers will be 
amongst a selecti on of Scotland's best 
arti san producers including; L’Art Du Vin 
wines, Glengoyne Highland Single Malt 
Scotch whisky and Great Glen Charcuterie. 

Tom Lewis, Chef Proprietor of Monachyle 
Mhor and Co-Founder of Mhor Festi val, 
said:

“Mhor festi val is more than a food festi val 
– it’s a great party with an excellent line up 
of our favourite chefs, DJs and musicians. 
This year we’re excited to welcome sell-out 
recording arti st, Ray Harris, Daft  Funk and 
The Federati on Of The Disco Pimp, winners 
of the Sunday Herald Cultural Awards ‘Best 
Live Performance’ last year.”

New for this year, the Festi val will host 
Cinemor77, a mobile cinema housed 
in a yurt, equipped with cushions and 
beanbags for guests to enjoy a selecti on of 
independent fi lms on.  

A festi val for all ages and tastes, along with 
award-winning chefs and musicians, the 
line-up includes the traditi onal raft  race, 
aerial trapeze performances, bread making 
workshops and baking competi ti ons, circus 
skills workshop, the omelett e challenge, 
disco yoga, and much much more. 

Paul Bush OBE, Director of Events at 
VisitScotland, said: 
“We are delighted to be supporti ng Mhor 
Festi val, in what promises to be a fantasti c 
family event. Scotland is the perfect stage 
for events and the team have brought 
together another strong programme this 
year. With live music, theatre, children’s 
entertainment, and of course, a great 
selecti on of local food and drink on off er, 
there really is something for everyone to 
enjoy.”

Mhor Festi val has been running since 2012 
as an additi on to the ever-growing ‘Mhor’ 
brand. Beginning as a two day event, it 
has now grown into a three day festi val 
due to its popularity. Over the years, the 
Lewis' have welcomed chefs including 
the two Michelin-starred Andrew Fairlie; 
AA rosett e-winning Fred Berkmiller; BBC 
Kitchen Café presenter Neil Forbes, and 
Roy Brett , award-winning Chef Proprietor 
of Ondine.

Accommodati on opti ons include camping 
in the festi val grounds; 'glamping' in the 
Mhor Bell Tents; or staying in one of the 
local hotels and B&B's.

Day ti ckets are available from £20 for an 
adult, while a weekend camping pass 
begins at £75. These can be bought online 
at www.mhorfesti val.net/booking. Festi val 
and camping ti ckets for under 16’s are free 
of charge.

For more informati on visit 
www.mhorfesti val.net

Mhor Festival Launches 
Summer Festival Line-UpThe Bluebell Festi val is a three day long FREE music festi val (and mud 

free too!) held in the large beer garden of The George Hotel, Inveraray 
on the last weekend in May. Now in its 8th year, the team at The George 
are looking forward to welcoming you to what promises to be bigger and 
bett er than ever before! 

As well as non-stop FREE music 
thanks to the George there is beer, 
spirits and cocktails fl owing to the 
wee hours. An amazing BBQ is 
available all day if you get hungry. 

The event kicks off  on the Friday 
night with Briti sh Country band, 
‘Ashton Lane’. Their most recent 
album Nashville Heart received 
fi ve star reviews and radio support 
around the UK and Europe. They are 
followed by headliners ‘Into the Ark’ 
who many will recognise as fi nalists 
in this years ‘The Voice’. 

This highly acclaimed newcomer 
duo from Blackwood in South Wales 
will be touring the UK & Ireland in 
May 2017 – this is a great opportunity to hear them live, locally!

Then it's all day music on the Saturday and Sunday. Picks of the bunch 
are The Badboys and The Camans on Saturday night and The Wild West 
fancy dress party on the Sunday night featuring Starsky and The Shiverin' 
Sheiks among many other country and western arti sts!

Accommodati on can be diffi  cult to get over the weekend so book early 
to avoid disappoint. Visit www.exploreargyll.co.uk and click on the ‘stay 
and eat’ link for a list of local accommodati on providers. There is oft en a 
minibus to ferry visitors to local accommodati on at the end of the night.

Bluebell Music Festival – 
Now in its 8th Year!
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A whole stream of talented Scots 
and Irish arti sts are lined up to play 
this year’s Oban Live, Argyll’s largest 
music event. The concert, which 
att racted 7,800 visitors last year, 
takes place at Mossfi eld Stadium 
June 2 and 3. Announcing via live 
stream on Facebook earlier this year, 
tradfavourites Mànran, Trail West, 
and Tide Lines, as well as Toploader 
and Hue and Cry were the latest 
additi ons to the line up. 

Daniel Gillespie of Skerryvore and 
arti sti c director for Oban Live said: 
‘We are delighted to announce that 
Trail West, Mànran and Tide Lines will 
join us in Oban as not only are they 
great friends but they are three of 
the most exciti ng acts on the Scotti  sh 
scene today - all bringing their own 
brand and fusion of west coast 
music.’ 

The three bands join an impressive 
line-up that includes Admiral Fallow, 

Roddy Hart and the Lonesome Fire, 
We Banjo 3, Skipinnish, Skerryvore 
and the collaborati on of Argyll Ceilidh 
Trail and Ceol an Aire. More big 
named acts will be added to the list 
very soon. 

Celti c rock group, Skerryvore will 
also be joined on stage by Oban High 
School (OHS) Pipe Band. OHS Pipe 
Major, Angus MacColl, said: ‘We are 
incredibly honoured to be invited to 
play on stage with the sensati onal 
Skerryvore. This is a fantasti c 
opportunity for our young band 
members to showcase their talents 
to an audience of thousands, and in 
their local town, too.’ 

Daniel added: ‘Angus MacColl is a 
piping legend and a real hero of ours 
growing up on Tiree learning to play 
traditi onal music, so to have him join 
us on stage in Oban along with his 
brilliant group of pupils will be a very 
special collaborati on for us.’ 

Local talents Ceol an Aire and The 
Argyll Ceilidh Trail will join forces 
to open the show on Friday June 2. 
Ewan Macdonald from Ceol an Aire 
said:  ‘Having seen how incredible 
last year’s Oban Live was, it is a great 
privilege to have been invited to 
open Oban Live 2017. Ceol an Aire 
was formed following the success 
of the fi rst Argyll Ceilidh Trail so 
it is exciti ng to now be forming a 
collaborati on with the latest line-up 
seven years on.’ 

More local talent will be added to 
the bill as the event team hunt for an 
unsigned group in an exciti ng ‘batt le 
of the bands’ competi ti on. Check 
the event’s website and social media 
pages for more informati on.  

Tickets to Oban Live 2017 are now on 
sale. To buy ti ckets and for the latest 
line-up announcements, visit 
www.obanlive.com. Follow the 
event on Twitt er @obanlive and 
www.facebook.com/obanlive. 

Oban Live - the region’s biggest live music event!

Toploader 
and Hue 
And Cry 
to bring 
new 
material 
to Oban 
Live this 
June
 
Noughties household name 
Toploader and 80s legends 
Hue And Cry are con� rmed 
for the line-up at this year’s 
Oban Live, June 2 and 3.
The two acts have been 
added to an already 
impressive bill at Argyll’s 
largest live music event, 
at Moss� eld Stadium. 
The event attracted 7,800 
visitors last year to Oban.
Playing Friday night, June 
2, Toploader will perform 
tracks from their highly 

anticipated fourth album 
Seeing Stars, released May 
12. Their new single, Roll 
With The Punches, was 
premiered on Graham 
Norton’s Radio 2 show in 
February. Classics such as 
their global hit Dancing in 
the Moonlight, from 2000, 
are also set to be highlights 
on the night. Their visit to 
Oban will be the band’s 
second trip to the West 
Coast since they headlined 
Tiree Music Festival in 2012, 
a gig that saw Skerryvore 
piper Martin Gillespie join 
them on stage for a bagpipe 
solo during Dancing in the 
Moonlight. Meanwhile, 
Pat and Greg Kane of Hue 
And Cry are all set for their 

evening performance at 
Oban Live as an eight piece 
full band on Saturday June 
3. 
The brothers, who hails from 
Coatbridge near Glasgow, 
made a huge impact in the 
late 80s with hit singles, 
including Labour of Love, 
and albums Seduced and 
Abandoned and Remote. 
Their Oban Live gig will 
showcase tracks from their 
new Pocketful of Stones 
album, due for release this 
year.
To date, Hue and Cry have 
sold in excess of two million 
records worldwide.
Martin Gillespie from the 
Oban Live team and piper 
for Skerryvore said: ‘We are thrilled that these two 

iconic bands have agreed to 
join us at Oban Live in June 
and we are excited to hear 
their new material, as well 
as performances of their 
classic songs.
‘It will be great to see the 
Toploader lads again after 
joining them on stage on 
Tiree back in 2012 – perhaps 
something we can do again 
in June!’
The Oban Live 2017 line-up 
also includes Skerryvore, 
Skipinnish, We Banjo 3, Trail 
West, Manran, Tide Lines, 
Admiral Fallow, Roddy Hart 
and the Lonesome Fire, 

Ceol an Aire  and the Argyll 
Ceilidh Trail, and Oban 
High School Pipe Band. 
Special guests are still to be 
announced.
This year’s festival 
is supported by 
EventScotland, and is part 
of Scotland’s Year of History, 
Heritage and Archaeology.
 Tickets for Oban Live 2017 
are on sale now. For more 
information and to purchase 
tickets visit
www.obanlive.com or follow 
on Twitter @obanlive or 
Facebook: www.facebook.
com/obanlive.

Skerryvore at last year’s Oban Live
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Kids love music festivals, and 
nowadays, there is often as 
much for the wee ones to do as 
for the grown ups. With a bit of 
preparation and patience, you 
can feel free to take the whole 
family to the festival! 

Festi val goer Libby Wilkinson has these ti ps 
for surviving a festi val with children. 

Preparati on is key – Prior to the festi val we 
took a camping trip to get an idea of what 
it might be like in a possibly cold and wet 
fi eld with a baby. If you get the chance, pitch 
the tent and spend the night. You’ll get a 
taste of what’s to come and if all goes well, 
you might fi nd yourself registering for next 
year’s Glastonbury festi val.

Plan ahead – Make a list of everything you’ll 
need, you don’t want to fi nd out you’ve 
forgott en the rain cover half way to your 
desti nati on.  

Safety fi rst - A fi rst aid kit complete with 
hand saniti zer is essenti al. As is a torch and 
fl ask for preparing bott les and changing 
nappies in the middle of the night.

Do some research – Some festi vals are more 
geared toward families than others. Have a 
look around, check out the site maps and 
fi gure out if you’ll have a long way to carry 
all your gear and whether or not it’d be 

worth staying in accommodati on near-by.

Foodies – If you’re bott le feeding take 
sterilisati on tablets to hygienically clean 
feeding equipment. Breast feeding? First aid 
tents are great places to discreetly express.  
Also, festi val food can be expensive and in 
some instances might be too exoti c for litt le 
pallets, so ensure you have plenty of jars 
and fi nger foods to keep tummies happy 
throughout the day. 

Safety fi rst – Most festi vals issue security 
tags for you to write your number on, sti ck a 
couple on your children in case they wander 
off , or write it on their wristbands of course.

Festi val must-haves – Ear defenders -If 
you want to get a bit closer to the stage 
a pair of giant headphones  is a baby’s 
best festi val accessory. They’re not only 
practi cal, but adorable too. Secondly -Fairy 
lights. Wrapping a string of solar operated 
twinkly lights around the pram makes you 
visible during the night and you’re therefore 
less likely to get trampled on by drunken 
revellers. It also turns your baby’s transport 
into a space-age disco buggy, certain to turn 
heads!

Festival Survival Guide 
for Parents with Children

The Cowal Highland Gathering held in Dunoon, Argyll, is the largest, 
most spectacular Highland games in the world. Nowhere else will 
you see world-class pipers, dancers and athletes competi ng on 
such a scale. It’s an unbeatable event for all the family. Just ask the 
23,000 visitors who come here every year to soak up the unique, 
friendly atmosphere and stunning Highland locati on.

There really is something for everyone, from watching the world 
championship competi ti ons to running in the 5K fun run. The salute 
to the Chieft ain is one of the highlights. As the sun sets down the 
Firth of Clyde, the massed pipers and drummers play ‘Highland 
Laddie’ in unison. It’s an unforgett able experience and a fi tti  ng end 
to this, the most spectacular of Highland games.

The kids will love Arti e's Tartan Tails, mountain bike displays, the arts 
and craft s tent, magic shows, puppet shows, face painti ng and much 
more! The ceilidh tent is one of the event's huge highlights and if 
you want even more of that, be sure to get ti ckets for the Friday 
night's Gig at the Gathering. 

The headline act this year is  four piece band Tide Lines supported 
by the ever-popular young Argyll band Heron Valley, who have 
become fi rm Cowal Gathering favourites. Also playing will be 
Trongate Rum Riots, a Glasgow nine-piece band who play their own 
brand of ‘turbo sea shanti es’.

As usual, the Gig won’t simply boast top ceilidh music. It will also 
feature whisky and gin tasti ng and street food will be available 
throughout the evening. But hurry, ti ckets will sell fast. Gig at the 
Gathering is held on Friday 25th August with the Cowal Highland 
Gathering is held on Saturday 26th August. 

Cowal Highland 
Gathering 2017
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1. Buy a suitable tent
If there are two of you, don’t choose a two-man tent. A two-man tent is 
perfect for one person, but once you are both inside there will be litt le 
room for anything else. Ideally you want space to keep any wet clothes 
away from your sleeping area. Make sure your tent is waterproof.

2. Practice pitching your tent
Before you leave, have a trial run pitching your tent. Make sure you have 
all the necessary bits and that you know how to set it up quickly. You 
don’t want to spend your ti me wrestling with your tent in the campsite 
when you could be enjoying the music.

3. Buy a good quality sleeping bag 
    and sleeping mat
You may not plan on doing much sleeping, but when you do, you will be 
glad you’ve spent the extra money on a good sleeping bag and sleeping 
mat. 

4. Choose your spot
Get there early to have the best picks. You don’t want to be too far away 
from the toilets, but you don’t want to be too close either. Choose a spot 
roughly in the middle and preferably downwind from the toilets. Remem-
ber where you have pitched your tent. It might help to ti e a coloured 
ribbon or balloon to the top of your tent so it stands out from the crowd.

5. Keep your valuables with you
Most people are trustworthy, however, there are the odd excepti ons, so 
do not leave any valuables in your tent. Money, car keys, ti ckets, phones 
and cameras should all be kept with you at all ti mes in an arm wallet, bum 
bag or small day pack, allowing you to keep your hands free to bust out 
your best dance moves.

6. Do not lock your tent
It might seem like a good idea to lock your tent, but the opposite is true 
as it says to potenti al thieves there is something valuable worth stealing 
in your tent. A small knife will easily cut through the fabric of your tent 
rendering the lock useless.

7. Stock up on essentials
Food and drink can be expensive at festi vals and although many won’t 
allow you to bring alcohol in, you should plan to take plenty of water and 
non-perishable food items with you. If you are planning on cooking, take a 
small camp stove and frying pan. Do not use an open fi re.

8. Make friends with your neighbours
You will be living in close quarters, so introduce yourself. 

9. Bring midge repellent
Let’s face it, if you are outdoors in the west of Scotland, the dreaded 
midge won’t be far away. Don’t let them ruin your festi val experience. 
Bring a good quality midge repellent with you and test for any potenti al 
allergic reacti ons before you leave. Top this up with a basic fi rst aid kit.

10. Bring your wellies
It’s Scotland, chances are the rain wont be too far away, even if the sun 
is splitti  ng the sky. Keep your feet dry with a decent pair of wellies and 
change your socks regularly.

Keep safe and enjoy your festival experience!

� Tickets
� Money
� Ear plugs
� Torch
� Poncho
� Bin bags
� Wet wipes
� Antibacterial 

      hand gel

� Arm wallet/bum bag

� Portable 
      phone charger

� Midge repellent

� Food
� Water
� Toiletries/fi rst aid

� Sun cream
� Wellies

Camping essentials checklist
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Oban
Enjoy Oban with our open top bus.

Starts 26 May 2017. Book your tickets 
NOW at: citysightseeingoban.com




