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Stormy weather is picture perfect for reader
Oban Times 

reader 
Ron Allner 
sent in this 

photograph, 
which he took 

on Monday 
April 11, of the 
atmospheric 
clouds over 
Ben Lawers 

and Loch Tay.
If you have a 
photograph 
you would 

like to share 
with us, email 
it to editor@
obantimes.

co.uk

INTERVIEWS for the post 
of chief executive at Argyll 
and Bute Council are due to 
get under way this week.

The local authority says it 
is pleased with ‘nearly 20’ 
applications for the top job 
that attracts a salary in excess 
of £114,000 per year.

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘We’ve had 
a very promising response – 
nearly 20 applications – for 
the post of chief executive. 

‘Our focus obviously is on 
finding the best person to 
help drive forward the work 

of the council, in meeting 
challenges and delivering 
progress. We’ve therefore put 
in place a robust recruitment 
process. 

‘Applications will be 
assessed by councillors and 
representatives of SOLACE 
(Society of Local Authority 
Chief Executives) in order to 
ensure suitability for both the 
role and the area. 

‘Applicants short-listed for 
interview will be invited to 
demonstrate and discuss their 
views on how best to serve the 
interests of Argyll and Bute as 

this council’s chief executive. 
As well as with councillors 
and members of SOLACE, 
interviewees will meet with 
community planning, trade 
union and employee repre-
sentatives. 

‘We expect to be able to 
make an announcement on 
the outcome mid to end of 
April. 

‘Our new chief executive 
will be warmly welcomed 
and supported in settling 
into their role and making a 
positive difference for Argyll 
and Bute.’

Council set to start interviews 
for chief executive position

A FIRM assurance was given this 
week that Public Finance Initiative 
(PFI) schools in Argyll and Bute 
were not built by the construction 
company at the centre of school 
closures in Edinburgh.

Ellen Morton, deputy leader of 
Argyll and Bute Council, told a 
meeting of Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles area committee on Tuesday: 
‘The company in Edinburgh have 
not been involved in any way with 
schools in Argyll.’ 

PFI arrangements for Oban 
Primary Campus meant it was 
constructed in 2008 by Barr Con-
struction. 

School build 
assurance

Cocaine ‘fell out 
of pocket’
A SMALL packet of cocaine 
was found by cleaners on the 
Oban train, Oban Sheri�  Court 
heard on Monday.

It was handed over to the po-
lice and was traced to Fraser 
John MacKie, 34, of 17 Lunga 
Road, Soroba.  

MacKie admitted possessing 
the drug at Oban Train Station 
on August 29 last year; he had 
bought the small amount, 
0.5g valued at £20 when in 
Glasgow. His defence agent 
said MacKie had been ‘heavily 
under the in� uence of alcohol’ 
while partying with friends 
and the packet fell out of his 
pocket. Sheri�  Colin McKay 
� ned him £200.

Found with knife 
and drugs
A 34-YEAR-OLD man visiting 
Argyll on a � shing trip was 
found in possession of a knife 
and cocaine.

Craig Patrick Cannon, of 15 
Halley Place, Glasgow, ad-
mitted the o� ences at Oban 
Sheri�  Court on Monday.

The car in which he and a 
friend were travelling was 
stopped by police and the 
o� ences discovered. 

Cannon, a former chef, said 
he had the knife for gutting 
and preparing their catch.

Sheri�  Colin McKay gave 
Cannon four months in pris-
on for each o� ence, to run 
concurrently, because of his 
lengthy  criminal record.

Fatal accident
A YOUNG woman has died 
and four have been rescued 
from a car that went into the 
water after the bridge on Loch 
Avich on the road to Dalavich, 
at around 7.30pm on Monday 
evening.

A police underwater team 
was on site as The Oban Times 
went to press. 

No names have been 
con� rmed at this time. The 
women are not believed to be 
local.

A PROMINENT hotel in a com-
manding position on the Oban 
seafront has been put up for sale 
with a price tag of £1.2 million. 

The Caledonian Hotel is being 
sold by its investment owners. A 
hotel management company is 
currently operating the hotel.

Estate agent Colliers said that 
the 59-bedroom property fea-
tures an excellent range of bar, 
lounge, restaurant and kitchen 
facilities to meet the demands of 
not only residents, but also the 
high volume of ‘passing footfall’ 
from tourists and locals alike, 
given its seafront location.

OBAN High School will be 
open and ready for use by the 
Easter holidays 2018, a meeting 
of Oban, Lorn and the Isles area 
committee heard on Tuesday.

School construction will get 
under way next month, with exca-
vation works, including drainage 
and the laying of a ground floor 
footprint done by September.

At the same time new traffic 
lights will be put in place at the 
Soroba Road junction to improve 
traffic flow in the area.

The £32 million school is being 
funded by Scottish Futures Trust, 
Scottish Government, Argyll and 
Bute Council and HubNorth.

TWO TIREE boys are riding 
high after taking top spots in the 
Scottish surfing championships.

Ben Larg, 11, and his friend 
Finn MacDonald, 14, won the 
under-14 and under-18 events at 
the Scottish surfing champion-
ships in Thurso last weekend. 

The qualification means the 
two surfers will be on the Scottish 
National Surfing Squad, which 
will go on to represent Scotland 
at The International Surfing 
Awards World Championships in 
Portugal later this year.

Both boys are members of 
the Tiree Surf Club, which 
was started last year with the 
support of Blackhouse Water-
sports and Suds Surf School. 

Oban hotel 
up for sale

School 
pledge

Tiree surfi ng 
duo’s success

Ganavan site to go on sale
A MEETING held in private by 
Argyll and Bute councillors has 
sealed the fate of land believed 
by many in Oban to be owned by 
the town.

Following the discussion at the 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee meeting on Monday 
afternoon, a site at Ganavan is 
to go on to the open market.

The Oban Times has been told 
there are a number of interested 
parties, including a sea food 
restaurant, a kayak centre and 
a community interest company 
building.

It is likely that only one of 

these proposals will be given the 
lease to the toilets and land. 

In the past, the land has been 
rented out for only part of the 
year.

Because the meeting was 
not open to the public, the full 
details of what was discussed 
have not been disclosed. The 
Oban Times tried to overturn the 
decision to exclude the press, ar-
guing public interest in the land.

In 2015, a letter from clan chief 
Morag Morley MacDougall of 
MacDougall, sent to The Oban 
Times, said her forbearers sold 
the land to Oban town council 
on the proviso that it remained 
in the ownership of the people 
of Oban. To date, the council 

has sold off large parts of the 
land. A luxury housing estate 
now sits where a bandstand and 
beach hut once sat. Fees for 
parking on the site are due to be 
increased this year.

Initially the request to hear the 
matter in public was backed by 
five of the seven Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles councillors. 

But following advice from 
council officers about informa-
tion on private business matters, 
the request was turned down.

The council’s deputy leader 
Councillor Ellen Morton, who 
was present at the meeting, said 
the information about the land 
should be made available to the 
public and financial matters 

should be heard at a different 
time.

But officers said there was the 
possibility that within a verbal 
report to be given to councillors 
by economic development man-
ager Fergus Murray, sensitive 
information ‘could’ be made 
available about financial mat-
ters and that should not be in the 
public domain.

When The Oban Times asked 
for a summary of what was to 
be discussed, Councillor Roddy 
McCuish said the information 
had only come to light that 
morning and was significant to 
the future of the land.

In his defence, Roddy Mc-
Cuish said that at least three 

items that would have previously 
been heard in private had been 
open to the public at previous 
meetings. He said: ‘We want to 
be as open and transparent as 
we possibly can.’

Following the meeting one 
disgruntled councillor said: ‘It 
seemed we were being asked to 
make a decision on excluding 
the press and public but in effect 
we didn’t have any power to 
change anything.’

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council confirmed: ‘Mem-
bers were updated on where we 
are with leasing the public toilet 
and adjacent land at Ganavan.

‘We will now be moving for-
ward with advertising the site.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk
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Eye to eye
with John Wallace

LAST month I men-
tioned the case of a 
patient who came to 
see me and ended up 
being hospitalised that 
same day. 

Having an eye 
examination probably 
saved that patient’s 
life. Thankfully, such 
cases are relatively 
rare. A more frequent 
occurrence is the 
patient who feels their 
vision is excellent and 
who drives to their 
appointment, only to 
discover their vision is 
woefully inadequate 
for driving. 

This scenario 
happens weekly. Our 
brains are amazing 
creations. They fi ll 
in the blanks in our 
vision system when 
the optics of our eyes 
are below par. The 
result is we all feel we 
are able to see well 
when driving and, as 
we have never had 
an accident, we must 
be excellent drivers. 
The reality is different. 
When asked to read a 
number plate at 20.5 
metres many of us 
can’t manage, even 
with glasses. This can 
be a result of needing 

an updated spectacle 
prescription or having 
an eye disease. More 
often it’s when we de-
velop cataracts. These 
reduce the amount 
of light reaching the 
retina at the back of 
our eyes. Vision grad-
ually becomes misty 
or foggy, particularly 
in bright sunlight or 
when driving at night. 
I know many of my 
elderly patients avoid 
night driving as they 
can’t cope with on-
coming headlights. 

The current system 
for licensing drivers 
relies on self-certifi ca-
tion. We are morally 
and legally obliged to 
keep our vision up to 
scratch or stop driv-
ing. Regular eye ex-
aminations are not yet 
a legal requirement 
for drivers in the UK, 
but it is something we 
should all do at least 
every two years. None 
of us would want to 
be responsible for a 
car crash resulting 
from our poor vision. 
Regular eye examina-
tions might save your 
life and help prevent 
the loss of someone 
else’s life.

Procrastination can be fatal (part II)

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Derry’s famous visitor is aging west coast whale

Youngsters help build 
cool hut at play park

A KILLER whale, that has been 
in the Derry area of Northern 
Ireland since 1977, has been 
revealed as part of the rare West 
Coast Community pod, after 
a case of mistaken identity had 
classified Comet as Dopey Dick.

The notorious Dopey Dick 
sparked intrigue in November 
1977 when he swam up the 
River Foyle and into Derry City, 
apparently in pursuit of salmon.

The whale remained five 
kilometres upriver of Loch 
Foyle for two days. Amazed at 
the sight and confused about its 
intentions, locals dubbed him 
Dopey Dick.

Nearly four decades later, it 
has been revealed that Dopey 
Dick is the killer whale known 
more affectionately as Comet – a 

member of the highly vulnerable 
West Coast Community of killer 
whales. 

The Hebridean Whale and 
Dolphin Trust (HWDT) has 
been documenting the group’s 

movements and interactions 
since 1994, when the charity was 
established. 

The group – four males and 
four females – are not known to 
interact with other populations 

in the north-east Atlantic and 
since studies began, have never 
successfully reproduced. As a 
result the pod is at risk of immi-
nent extinction.  

The discovery of Comet’s alias 
was made when old photographs 
of Dopey Dick were uploaded 
onto a Facebook page.  

Comet has been photographed 
many times in both Scotland and 
Ireland by researchers and mem-
bers of the public, enabling sci-
entists to track his movements.  

Killer whale expert Andy 
Foote and HWDT science 
officer Conor Ryan recognised 
the whale as Comet, who was 
last recorded by the HWDT 
off Dunvegan, Isle of Skye, in 
September 2014.  

Dr Foote said: ‘When I saw the 
photos on Facebook, I noticed 
that the white eye patch of 
Dopey Dick sloped backwards 
in a really distinctive fashion. 

‘This is a trait we see in all the 
West Coast Community whales, 
but it’s not that common in other 
killer whale populations. 

‘The photographs were all 
quite grainy, but it was still possi-
ble to see some of the distinctive 
features unique to Comet. 

‘I couldn’t believe it, he was 
already a full-grown male back 
in 1977, when I was just five 
years old.’ 

Dr Conor Ryan said: ‘Most of 
what we know about this precar-
iously small and isolated popu-
lation comes from photographs 
submitted to us by members of 
the public. 

‘The population is too small to 
study in a targeted way, so the 
public have a big role to play.’

The trust encourages people to 
report their sightings using the 
online form found at www.hwdt.
org. Photographs are extremely 
valuable when researching 

whales and dolphins as they al-
low scientists to identify individ-
uals through unique markings.

Sightings officer for the Irish 
Whale and Dolphin Group 
Pádraig Whooley said: ‘This 
match places Comet very much 
at the upper limits of the typical 
life expectancy of male killer 
whales. 

‘Adult males generally live to 
around 30 years old, but with an 
upper range of 50-60 years. 

‘So, clearly time is not only 
running out for this individual 
whale, it is equally running out 
for whale biologists, who may 
not have much time left to gather 
information on this unique local 
population of killer whales that 
have made the waters of the 
British Isles their home.’

Comet has a distinctive dorsal 
fin about 1.8 metre in height: it 
leans to the right and has a notch 
near the top. 

Photographs confirm that he 
was an adult male (at least 19 
years old) when seen in 1977 
making him at least 58 years 
old. 

The latest match was made 
possible thanks to the Scottish 
Orca Facebook page which 
shares images of killer whales 
in Scottish waters.

The information is significant 
because it confirms suspicions 
that some of the whales in the 
endangered West Coast Com-
munity are very old. 

They have not produced any 
calves since records began. 

Fears for their survival have 
been heightened following 
the discovery of toxins in the 
marine environment, which can 
cause infertility among mam-
mals such as killer whales.

Comet has been reclassified 
after pictures of his adventures 
were shared.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

RESIDENTS and holi-
daymakers on the island 
of Iona will benefit from 
improved security of 
their water supply when 
Scottish Water invests 
£1.4million in a new 
main.

Work is set to begin 
next week to provide an 
alternative to the ageing 
existing main supply, 
with a new 0.8-mile long 
main under the Sound 
of Iona, linking with the 
network on Mull.

The new main will 
improve the resilience 
of the water supply 
and reduce the risk of 
bursts affecting the 
customers on the island, 
whose population can 
more than treble in the 
summer.

Due to be carried out 
from mid-April for an 
estimated six weeks, the 
pipe will be laid from 
the back of a specialist 
barge, and Scottish Wa-
ter will look to ensure 
that the switch to the 
new water pipe will not 
result in a disruption to 
supply.

John MacLean, 
convenor of Iona Com-
munity Council, has 
commended the water 
supplier for its work and 
levels of communication 
with local groups.   

He said: ‘Scottish 
Water has made sure it 
has had open dialogue, 
which included a pres-
entation to the island 

community, and it is 
pleasing to know that 
it is undertaking this 
work behind the scenes 
to help the island with 
its supply of drinking 
water.  

‘Having fresh water is 
something that we can 
often take for granted, 
so as residents we fully 
support the work and 
look forward to bene-
fiting from increased 
water security.’

Disruption in the 
area is expected to be 
minimal, with a small 
team set to carry out 
localised excavation 
work on Iona and Mull, 
without any need for 
traffic management.  

Ruaridh MacGregor, 
regional communities 
manager at Scottish 
Water, said: ‘Scottish 
Water is committed to 
investing in communi-
ties across Scotland to 
maintain and improve 
our water network. 

‘This project has been 
widely received by the 
community as the new 
pipeline being installed 
will significantly im-
prove the resilience of 
the island’s water sup-
ply, which had suffered 
a burst in the past year.’

The project will see 
the installation of a 
plastic pipeline housed 
in a metal casing, which 
will be laid over the 
sea-bed at the Sound of 
Iona. 

Iona to 
benefi t from 
new mains 
water supply

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 568000

YOUNGSTERS are excited to have a new addition 
to Tobermory play park on Mull in the form of a 
willow igloo.  

With tuition from willow expert Alexandra James, 
children and parents helped to build the hut over 
two days, bringing new enthusiasm to the project.

The tendering process for the main play equip-
ment is now under way and it is hoped work will 
start over the summer.  

The play park committee is grateful to everyone 
who continues to support the appeal and looks for-
ward to sharing final plans for the play park soon. 

Scientists fear the West Coast Community are at risk of extinction.

Hugh Smith’s letter from ISLAY
Tributes paid to 
John MacLellan
HEARTFELT tributes have been 
paid to Kilchoman Distillery’s gen-
eral manager John MacLellan who 
passed away at his Port Charlotte 
home on Easter Day. He was 60 
years of age and had been gallantly 
fighting a terminal illness for the 
past two years.

A native of Port Charlotte, he 
became involved in the distilling 
industry when he joined the staff 
at Bunnahabhainn Distillery as 
a mashman in 1989. He went on 
to become the distillery’s brewer 
before taking over the managerial 
responsibilities.

He became manager of the 
island’s newest distillery at Kilcho-
man in 2010 and three years later 
was named joint Whisky Distillery 
Manager of the Year by Whisky 
Magazine.

John was  an outstanding ambas-
sador for Islay and its famed prod-
uct, and earned the respect of his 
peers while steadfastly remaining 
a true Ileach.

More than 400 mourners gath-
ered at Kilchoman Distillery to 

celebrate his life and pay their 
respects to this giant of the whisky 
trade before the interment took 
place at Kilchoman parish ceme-
tery. Among those paying tribute 
was Anthony Wills, founder and 
managing director of the Kilcho-
man distillery, who said: ‘John 
brought a wealth of knowledge to 

our operations and his massive 
following in the whisky world cer-
tainly put Kilchoman on the map. 

‘What I have learned from him 
will continue to build Kilchoman 
and I will always be grateful.’

As John leaves us to claim his 
angel’s share, our thoughts are 
with his wife Lindy, son Sandy and 
daughter Rosie in their sad loss. 

House on the Hill
FIRST-TIME visitors sailing to 
Islay are often greatly impressed 
by the imposing baronial mansion 
which commands the hilltop over-
looking the approach to the ferry 
terminal at Port Askaig.

This is, of course, Dunlossit 
House, the island home of the bil-
lionaire merchant banker and local 
landowner Bruno L Schroder.

Originally a shooting lodge, it 
was converted into a more grand 
residence in 1868. The property 
was purchased in 1890 by Donald 
Turner Martin of Kintour, who 
married Isabella Martin Gil-
mour from the planned and now 
highly-protected development of 
Eaglesham in East Refrewshire.

Unfortunately, the refurbished 
building was destroyed by fire and 

this led Martin to build the current 
mansion house.

Donald Martin’s father-in-law 
came to live in the house and 
remained there until his death in 
1905, five years after his daughter’s 
death in Edinburgh. 

This led to the Martin Memorial 
Cross being erected in the Dunlos-
sit grounds and  it is similar to the 
Martin Memorial found at the bur-
ial ground at Eaglesham Castle.

The Martin connection came to 
an end in 1911 when the property 
was purchased by W A Bankier. It 
was then sold on in 1918 to Nath-
aniel Dunlop and continued in his 
possession until his death in 1931. 

The mansion house and estate 
was then purchased by Helmut 
Schroder in 1937 and, following his 

death in 1969, it became the Islay 
residence of his son Bruno.

In 1997, the family purchased 
two cannons which had been in 
use as bollards at the nearby Port 
Askaig pier.  These were restored 
at the Royal Armoury at Fort Nel-
son and one of the pair was fired 
at the official launch of the  new 
Islay lifeboat ‘Helmut Schroder II  
of Dunlossit’, gifted by Bruno and 
his sister Charmaine Mallinckrodt 
in memory of their father.

Today, Dunlossit House remains 
a lived-in stately home with breath-
taking views of the Sound of Islay 
and beyond.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bow-
more, Islay, PA43 7JX. Telephone: 
01496 810658.

Dunlossit House is an impressive view when sailing into Port Askaig.

John MacLellan was an outstand-
ing ambassador for Islay.
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North Pier pontoons 
given the go ahead
A PLAN for pontoons on the north side of Oban’s North Pier was 
given the go ahead at this week’s Oban, Lorn and the Isles area 
committee.

Over the next year, 36-finger-berth pontoons, for varying sizes of 
yachts, boats and commercial vessels, connected to the Oban Times 
slipway will appear in the water.

The commitment for the pontoons is seen by Argyll and Bute 
Council as a major step forward in the development of the town 
centre and its economic regeneration.

Deputy leader of Argyll and Bute Council councillor Ellen Morton, 
who attended the meeting, called the decision ‘a good news story’.

The plan has been almost 10 years in the making. It will enable 
boats and yachts to sail to the town centre.

Councillor Morton said: ‘We will finally get the pontoons on the 
north side of the North Pier.

‘The pontoons in Campbeltown are fantastic and the pontoons 
coming into the town centre are making all the difference.

‘Members will know that when I came into post three years ago I 
promised that I would deliver pontoons.’

Councillor Elaine Robertson echoed Mrs Morton’s words: ‘I want 
to say a very personal thank you for all the hard work you have put in.’

The plans are part of the Oban CHORD (Campbeltown, Helens-
burgh, Oban, Rothesay and Dunoon) programme which is a public-
ly-funded £6.9 million project to rejuvenate Oban town centre. 

Plans for a maritime quarter visitor centre was also agreed by the 
area committee using the ‘footprint’ of the current White Building 
on the North Pier. 

Area committee chairman Roddy McCuish said: ‘It is great to see 
this project finally come to the table. This is thanks to the hard work 
of many people, including Oban Bay Marine.’

A Crown Office manager, who attended the meeting, asked about a 
12-month embargo on the issuing of moorings on the Corran Ledge, 
north of the pier in front of St Columba’s Cathedral. Project manag-
er, Ms MacDonald told him that there would be no problems with 
moorings rented out in that area. The pontoons project is already 
under way with the drilling of bore holes on the sea bed. Later this 
month wave studies and further work will be carried out. 

It is hoped that the pontoons will be in place by July 2017. 

Rotary cash boosts school award work

Youngsters’ dedication pays dividends

Council 
plea for 
housing

Volunteers 
needed

Sentence 
deferred

OBAN Community Council 
has asked that land, afforda-
ble housing and social rent 
levels are achieved in the area, 
following the publication of a 
housing survey.

Responding to the Scottish 
Government’s consultation 
Oban community councillors 
asked that: ‘New affordable 
housing is built in areas of 
high demand, including Oban 
and Lorn, with steps taken to 
ensure that suitable land is 
available to allow this to be 
achieved.

‘Affordable housing in each 
area includes a substantial 
number of properties available 
at social rent levels to match 
needs.

‘Those leaving the Armed 
Forces have priority access to 
suitable social housing.’

A VOLUNTEER-RUN café 
in Oban is in need of people to 
get involved and help man the 
business four hours per day.

Grassroots Café recently 
appealed for volunteers on 
social media to help ease the 
workload. 

Ada Daly, who volunteers 
at the café, said: ‘It really is a 
nice place, but we are in des-
perate need of volunteers. We 
just had two people leave as 
they found full-time work and 
moved away, which is lovely, 
but now there’s only four of us. 
We need someone to help man 
the ship from noon to 4pm.’

Grassroots was broken into 
earlier this year and a window 
was smashed

Oban tradesman David 
Smith of DS Joinery, who 
replaced the window free of 
charge, said: ‘The glazed win-
dow was donated by Hamish 
Hoey’s and fitted by myself. 
The staff were really apprecia-
tive and friendly, and I admire 
what they do.’

To find out more or to vol-
unteer, visit www.grassrootso-
ban.org.

POLICE who searched an 
Oban man’s home found 
equipment used to supply can-
nabis, the town’s sheriff court 
heard on Monday.

‘Police recovered goods 
associated with supply of 
cannabis; a grinder, two sets of 
scales, bags and a list of  names 
with numerical figures next to 
them,’ said Kevin Docherty, 
procurator fiscal, adding that 
cannabis found in the flat had 
a value of more then £500.

Sheriff Colin McKay de-
ferred sentence until May 24 
for a report to be prepared on 
Garry Higgins, 41, of Coruisk, 
Corran Brae, Dunollie, who 
admitted being concerned 
with the supply of cannabis at 
his home on January 6, 2016.

His defence agent Kevin 
McGuinness said there was 
a medical background to the 
case.

Kebabish win helps to put Oban on the map

KEBABISH Curry House 
in Oban has won its eighth 
award, this time winning 
the title of Healthy Curry 
Provider in Scotland by the 
Scottish Curry Awards.

The team beat nine final-
ists from all over the country  
to win the honour.

Shaukat Anwar Chaudhry, 
Kebabish managing direc-
tor, said: ‘It’s great to beat 

everyone. All the other 
finalists were from big cities 
and most of them didn’t even 
know where Oban was.

‘I feel proud to represent 
Oban and I am proud to 

be part of a team which is 
providing healthy food.

‘I could not do it without 
my team. Well done to them 
for providing hygienic and 
healthy food to the Oban 

community. I’d also like to 
thank the customers who 
have supported us through-
out the year. They are the 
ones who nominated us for 
the award.’ 

Shaukat Anwar 
Chaudhry,  far 
left, Hashmat 
Ali Chaudhry 

and Danyal Ali 
Chaudhry, with  
their award. It 
is the eighth 

award the 
George Street 

curry house has 
won. 

16_t16kebabish01

AN OBAN pensioner was sen-
tenced to 18 months in jail this 
week, after being found guilty of 
sex crimes.

He will also be on the sex 
offenders’ register and subject to 
strict controls.

‘I think the circumstances of this 
case do point to a need to keep 
particular members of the public 
from harm,’ said Sheriff Mungo 
Bovey QC as he handed down the 
sentence on Monday at the town’s 
sheriff court. ‘This was a gross 
breach of common decency which 
calls for a custodial sentence.’

On February 19, Stanislaw 
Madej, of 3 Stalcair Crescent, 
Oban, was found guilty by ma-
jority verdict of lewd, indecent 
and libidinous practices and 
behaviour towards one girl, and 
guilty by majority verdict that on 
various occasions he committed 
lewd, indecent and libidinous 
practices and behaviour towards 
a second child.

The jury returned unanimous 
verdicts of not guilty on two other 
charges involving the first girl.

The offences were said to have 
taken place in Oban between 
January 9, 2008 and December 5, 
2014.

Madej, aged 74, was sentenced 
to 18 months in custody with 18 
months on an extended super-
vision order. He was placed on 
the sex offenders’ register for an 
indefinite period, and any camera 
equipment storage and devices 
for storing still or moving images 
he owns must be available for 
police to examine at any time.

The trial had heard that Madej’s 
crimes came to light after the first 
girl had sexual health lessons at 
her school, following which her 
mother and teachers noticed a 
change in her behaviour. 

At the beginning of the trial, 
Stanislaw Madej pled not guilty 
to nine charges; he was acquitted 
of five of these.

Sheriff Bovey had called for a 
report on Madej before he passed 
sentence. Throughout the trial 
Madej maintained his innocence. 

In court this week his defence 
agent Edward Thornton said: ‘In 
the case of the report, he adopted 
the same position as at court, 
and throughout the case, of his 
innocence.’

He added that Madej had 
showed no empathy towards his 
victims, no insight and main-
tained his innocence.

‘He has had alcohol problems 
for many years; this is still on 
going, a day-to-day situation,’ said 
Mr Thornton. 

‘He has a far from rosy future; 
he is divorced from his family 
because of this. The man is in ef-
fect a loner, no friends, no family 
support. 

‘He has accepted he has no 
future in Oban and when able to 
do so he will move to Poland to 
live with his wife. His future is 
finished in this town.’

Oban OAP 
jailed for 
‘gross 
breach of 
decency’

Glencruitten resident hits 
out at unsightly rubbish
A GLENCRUITTEN resident 
has complained about the 
amount of litter surrounding a 
woodland area near her home.

Empty bottles surround the 
site on Glencruitten Road and 
Ada Daly, who moved to the 
area last year, said she saw a 
syringe lying near the grass last 
week.

She said: ‘I arrived here last 
year and there was litter there 
already and it has just been 
added to over time.

‘There’s bed and breakfasts 
near by. It’s disgusting that peo-
ple have to look at it. You should 
come and see what it is like after 
the Oban Live concert. I am 
sure tourists see this mess.

‘I thought someone would 
have complained already – it’s 
painful that people have to look 
at it or don’t people care?’

She added: ‘I would like it 
cleaned up. Can we not afford 
that?

‘I have thought about getting 
a bin bag out and cleaning it 
myself, but then I thought why 

should I if I pay council tax?
‘People may not say anything 

because they think no-one is 

going to do anything about 
it. Maybe putting a bin there 
would help. 

‘We are supposed to be a 
lovely tourist town, but I am not 
impressed. We need to be proud 

of our town, but we can’t with 
this.’

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘We are not 
aware of any complaints about 
litter in this area. If people have 
concerns they should contact 
our amenity services team on 
01546 605514 and they will look 
into it. We would ask people 
who enjoy the area to take pride 
in it, helping to look after it by 
keeping it clear of litter.

‘In terms of Oban Live, we 
have been working closely 
with the organisers and all the 
necessary arrangements will be 
in place.’

DAVID MCPHEE
dmphee@obantimes.co.uk

LORN Rotary Club members 
enjoyed a stimulating pres-
entation from Crawford Inglis 
and Lucy Girling on Oban 
High School’s involvement 
in the Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards Programme. 

To achieve a bronze, silver 
or gold award from this 
very demanding and diverse 
non-academic programme is 
seen by employers as an impor-
tant adjunct to students’ other 
qualifications. 

The programme now forms 
part of the curriculum at the 
high school and student partic-
ipation is at quite a high level.

Mr Inglis  and Ms Girling, 
both teachers at the school,  

received a cheque for £500 
from Rotary President Ken 
Moncrieff, above, towards the 

cost of running the scheme 
which is heavily dependant on 
school staff volunteering. 

LORN Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award Group presented  suc-
cessful participants with their 
awards at a prize-giving last 
week.

Nine young people complet-
ed their bronze award and 
Rachel Campbell completed 
her award at silver level.

For the bronze award the 
participants have to train for 
and carry out a two-day expe-
dition, camping out overnight. 

They also have to devote an 
hour a week over a period of 
three to six months in each 
of three categories – a pro-
gramme of physical fitness, a 
skill and volunteering. There 
are many benefits to taking 
part in the award, and anyone 

who has achieved their award 
has shown a degree of com-

mitment, organisational ability 
and determination.

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 568000

Jenny McIntyre, Hazel Smith, Rowan Watkins, Eve Beaton, 
Rachel Campbell, Rhona McCracken, Katie Houston, Angus 

Campbell and James Campbell. Not present is Poppy Wilkinson. 

Ms Daly said the 
build-up of litter was 

getting worse. 
16_trubbish01/02

Councillor 
Ellen Morton 

at the site 
of the new 

pontoons at 
North Pier. 

7_t16ellen1
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A shaggy bull story
Red squirrels on the 
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Who is Mary 
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Red squirrels on the 

TALKS 
AYRSHIRE

TOM MCCLEAN: 
SAILING IN A WHALE 
SHAPED BOAT

OF THE BEST SPOOKIEST 

SCOTS UFO SIGHTINGS10

PUPILS from Park primary 
school recently shaved, sprayed 
or snipped their hair for a good 
cause.

The kids opted for a new style 
in order to raise money for Clic 
Sargent, a charity that helps 
children and their families 
who are dealing with cancer 

and, in particular, fellow pupil 
Domnhall Ruairidh, who was 
diagnosed with Wilms’ tumour 
last year.

The ‘life-shavers’ made their 
way to the Littlemiks Hair 
Salon in Dunbeg last Friday 
to receive a haircut by owner 
and Domnhall’s sister, Kim 
MacLean.

Donna Denholme, from 
Oban, who organised the event, 
said: ‘Aiden [her son] wanted to 

get his hair done. 
‘He heard about the last group 

who got their heads shaved in 
February and he nagged and 
nagged until he got it done.

‘We are all in a WhatsApp 
group, so I asked the fellow 
mums if anyone else wanted 
to do it. We raised £456 for the 
Just Giving page.’

Ms MacLean said: ‘It’s bril-
liant. I didn’t expect there to be 
this many people here today.

‘Donna got in touch and I said 
if you arrange it, I will cut their 
hair.

‘Clic Sargent has been abso-
lutely great. It has been like my 
mum’s second family.’

Ms MacLean wanted to give 
an additional thanks to the 
people and businesses that 
raised money with sponsor 
sheets – the Ark Hair and 
Beauty, the Studio, Dunbeg 
Stores, Katy Campbell, James 

‘Tough Guy’ MacMillan, Drew 
MacKinnon, Josha Lane, Sean 
Rowan, and Aileen Clark, for 
all the knitting she has done for 
the charity.

Ms MacLean and everyone 
who has helped raise funds 
have so far achieved a total 
of £6,960.53, with £2,272.15 
coming from sponsor sheets 
and knitting, and £4,688.38 
has been donated online from 
various people and events.

Clockwise from top left: 
The pupils pose for a 

photograph before having 
their hairstyles altered 
(16_theadshave01);  A slightly 
more colourful group of 
pupils reveal their new 

hairstyles (16_theadshave02); Abi 
Spink, who is in primary 

one, holds up her ponytails, 
which she donated to 
charity (16_theadshave03); 

Ben Spink, 8, has his hair 
shaved by Kim MacLean 

(16_theadshave04).

POLITICAL parties are being 
asked to state their views on 
six priorities for Scotland’s 
mountains to help hill walkers, 
climbers and mountaineers 
decide where to place their vote 
on May 5.

With one month until the Scot-
tish parliamentary elections, 
the Mountaineering Council of 
Scotland (MCofS) has written 
to Scotland’s main political 
parties urging they state their 
party’s views and commitment 
to six priority areas for protect-
ing Scottish mountains. 

The organisation plans to 
share these responses with its 
13,000 members and many more 
supporters from Scotland’s 
hillwalking, climbing and 

mountaineering community to 
help inform individuals’ voting 
decisions.

Mike Watson, president of the 
MCofS, explained: ‘We sent our 
election briefing A Sustainable 

Future for Scotland’s Mountains 
to more than 250 parliamentary 
candidates and sitting MSPs ear-
lier this year, and our members 
are now keen to hear parties’ 
responses to our six priorities 

for political focus.’
The MCofS has highlighted 

six key priorities: to develop 
a shared vision for Scotland’s 
uplands; to support sustainable 
economic development for 
mountain communities; enforce 
existing legal powers and safe-
guard Scotland’s access rights; 
guaranteed planning protection 
for mountain landscapes, so that 
development is planned and reg-
ulated to enhance rather than 
diminish mountain landscapes 
and wild land; capitalise on the 
health and wellbeing benefits 
of outdoor recreation, with 
these being promoted in both 
education and health services; 
and a  commitment to improving 
safety in the mountains. 

A sector-wide mountain safety 
group, led by the MCofS, is de-
veloping a strategy for improving 
safety in Scotland’s mountains, 
and government investment in 
safety services such as mountain 
weather and avalanche fore-
casts, training and mountain 
rescue plays a vital part in this 
and must continue. 

The MCofS, which is encour-
aging its members and support-
ers to hold their parliamentary 
candidates and canvassers to 
account on these six matters, 
will publish all the responses it 
receives from Scotland’s politi-
cal parties on its website and in 
a pre-election communication 
to its nearly 13,000 members in 
the run up to polling day. 

Politicians canvassed as mountaineering 
council members consider their vote 

Family 
in fresh 
plea over 
missing 
Jason

Care leavers 
invited 
to share 
experiences

Cashing in 
on crime

Lifeboat 
called out

Straight 
talking

Park pupils are ‘life-shavers’
DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

THE PUBLIC is being invited to 
mark 100 years since the start of the 
Battle of the Somme, the UK culture 
minister John Whittingdale has an-
nounced.

As so many people in the UK have 
a close link to the Somme, the Gov-
ernment and the Royal British Legion 
are working together to encourage 
communities across the country to 
mark the battle in their own way.  

This can be through a vigil at sun-
down on June 30 or during July 1, or 
with a remembrance event on one of 
the 141 days that the battle raged until 
November 18.

The ambition is for villages, towns 
and cities across the UK to gather at 
a meaningful place or in their home, 
to light a candle, read a poem, listen 
to music or share a photo of a family 
member who fought at the Somme.

The vigils will mirror the appre-
hension 100 years ago as those in the 
trenches waited anxiously for the zero 
hour at 7.30am when they went ‘over 
the top’.

The Battle of the Somme spanned 
141 days and to help communities 

host Remembrance events in their 
own way throughout this period, the 
Royal British Legion has launched a 
toolkit – Remember the Battle of the 
Somme 1916-2016. 

Available to pre-order in hard-
copy and to download at www.
britishlegion.org.uk/somme100, it 
features everything needed to host a 
Somme commemoration, including 
Remembrance event content ideas, 
a concise history of the Somme, the 
Act of Remembrance, a souvenir 
‘1916’ newspaper, promotional event 
materials, including posters and news 
releases and a box of poppy petals 
for scattering at events, among other 
information and tips.

Mr Whittingdale said: ‘The Battle 
of the Somme left a deep mark on 
millions of families 100 years ago.  I 
encourage communities across the 
country to come together to pay trib-
ute to those who lost so much at the 
Somme and at home.  It is important 
that we never forget what happened 
on the battlefields and honour their 
memory and bravery for generations 
to come.’   

For commemorations on July 1, a 
key moment will be the four minutes 
leading up to 7.30am on July 1, which 
communities can recreate in their 
own way. 

It begins with the sound of the First 
World War artillery fire for a few 
minutes, reminiscent of the week long 
artillery bombardment leading up to 
the battle, then a minute’s silence, 
a reading in reflection and then the 
sound of one long whistle blow. In 
the afternoon and evening of the 
July 1, Manchester will be hosting 
The National Commemoration of the 
Centenary of the Battle of the Somme. 
This will include a parade of military 
and home front organisations, a 
remembrance service at Manchester 
Cathedral, and a heritage experience 
and evening concert at Heaton Park.

Tickets are available for the free 
public commemorative evening 
concert, which features the Halle 
Orchestra, a national children’s choir, 
film, dance and spoken word.  They 
can be booked by visiting www.
quaytickets.com/sommeheatonpark/
Online/default.asp

With some 300,000 memorials and 
graves in the UK, no-one is very far 
from a place to gather to remember 
the First World War. Communities 
wishing to reconnect with the for-
gotten front, those who died of their 
injuries on home soil, can contact the 
Commonwealth War Graves Com-
mission Living Memory project.

The Right Reverend Nigel McCull-
och KCVO, head of remembrance at 
The Royal British Legion, said: ‘This 
year we are asking communities to 
host or take part in events to com-
memorate those who fell at the Battle 
of the Somme, which has come to 
symbolise the tragic scale and futility 
of modern industrialised warfare. 

‘The toolkit and indeed every other 
part of the legion’s Somme remem-
brance activity has been designed 
to appeal as widely as possible, 
reflecting the losses that were felt by 
almost every community in the UK 
and Commonwealth. 

‘Their collective sacrifice is as 
relevant today as ever but in this 
centenary year we pay special tribute 
to their Service.’

British legion launches call for 
nation to remember the Somme

POLICE Scotland has re-
newed its appeal for sightings 
of a Drumnadrochit man who 
went missing in the middle of 
March and has not been seen 
since.

A statement from the family 
of Jason Gates said they want 
to know the 39-year-old man is 
safe.

The statement read: ‘As a 
family, we’re very grateful to 
members of the emergency 
services and search and rescue 
personnel who continue the 
search for Jason. 

‘We’d like to thank members 
of the local community for 
their assistance and to every-
one who has shared the appeal 
via social media.

‘It’s been over three weeks 
since we’ve heard from Jason 
and we are increasingly anx-
ious. 

‘We’d also like to appeal to 
Jason directly: if you can see 
this message, please make 
contact so we know you’re OK. 
We just want you to be safe 
and to be reunited as a family.

‘As the search continues, we 
remain hopeful Jason will be 
found and reiterate our thanks 
to everyone involved in the 
search. 

‘Any information, no matter 
how small or insignificant 
it may seem, may assist in 
bringing Jason back to us and 
so we would urge anyone who 
can help to get in touch.’

TO MARK Ovarian Cancer 
Awareness Month NHS High-
land has issued a short video 
in which three Highland wom-
en do some straight talking to 
tackle some of the ‘secrecy’ 
that surrounds the disease. 

Ovarian cancer is the sixth 
most common cancer amongst 
women in Scotland, but be-
cause in the past talking about 
gynaecological issues has 
caused embarrassment, too 
little is known and too little is 
talked about the disease. 

Now, the board hopes the 
video will put across the mes-
sage that every woman should 
know what is normal for her 
and her body, and recognise 
that if things change they 
should go to see their doctor.  

The video can be found on 
NHS Highland website at 
www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk/
news/pages/videoraisesaware-
nessofovariancancer.aspx

YOUNG people who have 
recently left care in Scotland 
are being invited to share their 
experience with the National 
Confidential Forum.

The National Confidential 
Forum was set up in August 2014 
to listen to the experience of 
anyone who spent time in institu-
tional care as a child in Scotland, 
including residential care, health 
service and boarding schools.  

What individuals share with 
the forum will help it to make 
recommendations on how care 
can be improved in the future.

This week, the forum has 
launched a campaign to target 
18- to 35-year-olds who spent 
time in care when they were 
children.  

To date, the forum has heard 
from individuals, mainly aged 
between 40 and 60 years old, 
and the team is keen to hear the 
experiences of those who have 
recently left care. 

For more information on the 
National Confidential Forum, 
visit www.nationalconfiden-
tialforum.org.uk or search on 
Facebook.

MONEY seized from criminals 
will be used to support projects 
aimed at getting young people 
active, justice secretary Michael 
Matheson has announced.

Community organisations 
working with disadvantaged 
young people across Scotland 
will soon be able to apply for a 
share of the £2 million CashBack 
facilities fund to upgrade equip-
ment and improve their facilities 
in a bid to get more young people 
involved in sport and physical 
activity.

To find out more, visit www.
cashbackforcommunities.org

THE VOLUNTEER crew 
of Oban RNLI lifeboat had 
their breakfast interrupted on 
Saturday morning when they 
were called out at 7.05am to 
assist a motor vessel adrift in 
Ardmucknish Bay, close to the 
mouth of Loch Etive. 

Once on scene the volun-
teer crew established a tow 
line and took the boat the 
short distance to Dunstaffnage 
Marina. 

The lifeboat was then able to 
return to station and was ready 
for service again by 8.30am

The MCofS 
has asked 
politicians 

to state 
their views 
on the six 
priorities 
for Scot-

land’s 
mountains. 

Photo-
graph: 

Stephen 
Day
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THE SCHOOLS may have been closed 
for the Easter holidays, but that did not 
stop 170 youngsters making their way to 
Oban Primary Campus last week to take 
part in a Gaelic arts and culture festival.

The children attended classes at the 
Gaelic Unit, St Columba’s school, 
Learning Centre and Rockfield school  

Youngsters tune in to Gaelic arts 
and culture at fun Fèis Latharna
DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

for the 22nd annual Fèis Latharna, 
which ran from Monday April 4 to 
Friday April 8. 

The Gaelic festival-goers spent the 
week learning and honing their skills 
in a variety of subjects including music, 
sport, drama and art.

Throughout the week they spent a 
portion of the day prepping for a final 
performance on Friday, which allowed 
the children to show off what they 
had learned to a sell-out audience of 

family and friends. Ewan MacDonald, 
chairman of Fèis Latharna, said: ‘It’s 
been a fantastic week with loads of 
kids taking part and everyone enjoying 
themselves. I hope they all come back 
next year. Hopefully some of the 
attendees will be inspired and have 
enjoyed it so much they will come to 
the weekly Saturday class we run, where 
they can build on the things they have 
learned throughout the week.’

Joanie Garvin, a committee member, 

said: ‘It’s been a great and busy week, 
with lots of visiting children from 
areas such as Fife, Uist, Dunblane and 
Glasgow. We had 30 tutors and 170 
children. It’s been a huge amount of 
work, but we have had a lot of fun. 

‘We received £1,500 from the 
MacQueen Bros Charitable Trust to 
support the running of the fèis. We are 
most grateful for the generous donation 
as it makes a huge difference as we are a 
charitable organisation.’

A clarsach class with Jennifer McKluckie. 16_tfeis09

The children copying Sileas Sinclair, conductor of the Oban Gaelic 
Choir, as they learn the fèis song. 16_tfeis04

Megan Day takes a shot at conducting. 16_tfeis05

A beginners’ chanter lesson getting under way. 16_tfeis12

Andy Thorburn teaches a piano class. 16_tfeis11

Youngsters learning the Feis song in 
preparation for the participants concert 

on Friday afternoon. 16_tfeis02

Beginners accordion with Michael Garvin. 16_tfeis10

A beginners’ class getting to grips with guitar, thanks to tutor Jamie Smith. 16_tfeis06

Youngsters getting dramatic with actress and drama tutor Debbie MacKay. 16_tfeis13

All the tutors on stage at Oban Phoenix Cinema last Tuesday evening for a group work performance at 
the gala concert. 07_gala07

Children practising pipe band drumming under the watchful eye 
of tutor Bobbie Davie. 16_tfeis14

An art and craft class taught by Laura, left, and Nikki Currie. 
16_tfeis15

Accordion players watch on as Sileas Sinclair teaches an 
advanced class. 16_tfeis07

Eilidh Munro plays the clarsach while Sophie Stephenson 
performs  a step dance during the gala concert at Oban Phoenix 

Cinema. 07_gala02

Photographs by Katie Carabine

You can order copies of these fèis 
photographs. Call 01631 568000. 



6 NEWS Thursday 14 April, 2016 – www.obantimes.co.uk

Michael Russell
SNP

Alan Reid
Liberal Democrats

John Finnie
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Donald Cameron
Scottish Conservatives

David Coburn
UKIP

Mick Rice
Scottish Labour

Be part of our audience, have your question answered* - APPLY NOW:
ONLINE: Visit www.obantimes.co.uk/hustings 

POST: Complete the form and post it to The Oban Times, Hustings Application, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

All applications must be received by TUESDAY, APRIL 19. 
Terms and conditions: Tickets are not available for purchase. Application only. Over-16s only. Seat holders must arrive no later than 6.30pm. Applications are for one ticket only. 
Number of seats is limited. Successful applicants will be contacted by email by 5pm Friday April 22.  If you do not hear from us, please assume you have not been successful. Ap-
propriate photo identifi cation will be required on the door.  Please note that this event will be live streamed on The Oban Times website. *A number of seat holders will be chosen to 
ask one of their questions, as put forward on their application form, and will be contacted in advance. Should time allow, there will be opportunities for the audience to ask the panel 
additional questions. 

QUESTION 
TIME

THE OBAN TIMES’ FIRST HUSTINGS

Oban Phoenix Cinema,
140 George Street, Oban

Thursday, April 28 - 7pm to 8pm
(Seat holders must arrive no later than 6.30pm). 

Followed by a drinks reception

Join the debate ahead of the Scottish Parliamentary Elections 2016 – 
Argyll & Bute – at The Oban Times’ � rst Hustings. 

The panel of candidates:

APPLICATION FORM
To help us ensure there is a broad and balanced audience at The Oban Times 
Hustings 2016, please complete the following application form and post it to 
The Oban Times, Hustings Application, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB by Tuesday, 
April 19. You can also apply online by visiting www.obantimes.co.uk/hustings. 
The information is completely confi dential and will only be used for the purpose of 
balance. It will not be shared with any other parties. 

Name .....................................................................................................................

Address .................................................................................................................   

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................Post Code .............................................................

Daytime telephone number .................................................................................

Mobile number ......................................................................................................

Email ......................................................................................................................

What is your fi rst question that you would like to ask? 

Question: ..............................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

To which candidate or all?:  ................................................................................

What is your second question that you would like to ask? 

Question: ..............................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

 ...............................................................................................................................

To which candidate or all?:  ................................................................................

If any, what party did you vote for in the last election? 

 ...............................................................................................................................

How do you think you will vote in the EU referendum? 

  Leave the EU  Remain in the EU  Don’t know

If any, what political party will you most likely vote for in the Scottish 
Parliamentary Elections 2016 or are you undecided? 
 ...............................................................................................................................

Are you a member of a political party?     YES   NO

What is your gender?     Male      Female 

Do you consider yourself to have a disability?    YES  NO

If disabled, do you require wheelchair access?   YES     NO

Successful applicants will be contacted by email. 
Please tick here if you would rather be contacted by post.   

The Oban Times may wish to send you information on other events and promotions. 
Please tick here if you do NOT wish to be added to our mailing list. 

Please note your voting preferences will not be stored on fi le on this mailing list.

Rural enterprise across Argyll and Bute depends on good public service 
provision, sound infrastructure, and the health and sustainability of our 
environment.  

But the council struggles to afford to maintain essential facilities and 
services, while big business squeezes small local businesses in a race to 
the bottom. 

Unlike the other parties, we see small business as the cornerstone of, and 
priority for, our local economy. So whether it’s our traditional industries, 
or innovative new enterprise, we’ll always back small business.

There also needs to be a rethink about how large economic development 
is managed. Currently there is a trend towards prestige projects in urban 
centres, but we’d rather see lots of smaller developments across the whole 
region, increasing the sustainability of our more remote and fragile com-
munities. 

We’ll also back lifeline public services and fight against privatisation. 
The current tendering process of the Clyde and Hebrides ferries is causing 
all sorts of uncertainty about future services, job security and pensions, 
and wider knock-on effects. We unashamedly believe that this is a vital 
public service, and that the interests of islanders, tourism and the Scottish 
economy would be best served by these lifeline ferry services remaining 
in the public sector.

Too often, our small businesses are not supported. Entrepreneurs who 
work hard and struggle to set up businesses are quite often put off 
by high business rates and excessive regulation. A UKiP government 
would lower business rates allowing companies to reinvest the money 
back into creating jobs. 

Massive over-regulation by the European Union impacts dispropor-
tionately on smaller business. Fewer than one in 10 British businesses 
trade with the EU, yet 100 per cent of them must comply with thou-
sands of EU laws. UKiP will repeal EU regulation and directives that 
stifle business growth.  Only by leaving the EU will the Scottish and 
UK parliaments have the power to repeal laws introduced by the EU. 
Only UKiP can ensure that Scotland votes to leave the EU along with 
the rest of the UK.

It is vital in the modern world to have access to modern communica-
tions. UKiP would work with providers to ensure good mobile phone 
coverage throughout Scotland. Internet speeds in rural locations are 
not good enough. 

In urban areas the speeds are often reduced due to overloading 
and high usage. UKiP would address these issues. We want to see a 
connected Scotland where communication is possible across the 
country.

Argyll has so much going for it! With its small businesses and entrepre-
neurs; with its traditional industries of tourism, fishing, and farming; 
and with its world-famous food and drink production, there is a huge 
amount to build on.

The Scottish Conservatives under Ruth Davidson want Scotland’s 
economy to remain competitive so that the local economy here in Argyll 
can benefit from increased business and greater investment. 

For that reason, we should keep tax rates in Scotland in line with the 
rest of the UK. 

Both Labour and the Lib Dems are lurching to the left on tax, prom-
ising to impose tax rises on every working person across all income tax 
bands. 

This would not only hit the pay-packets of hardworking families in 
Argyll but it would also make Scotland the highest taxed part of the UK. 

Greater investment will enable the local economy to thrive both on the 
Argyll mainland and on the islands, and will benefit existing individuals 
and communities. 

And Argyll has a great deal to offer new businesses, visitors and pro-
spective residents too. However, we do need to ensure our infrastructure 
is robust so we can compete with other parts of Scotland. If so, then the 
sky’s the limit.

Argyll and Bute is a great place to live but the key to our continued eco-
nomic success is connectivity.

The Highlands and Islands is home to one of the biggest broadband 
projects in Europe and high-speed services are already coming on line in 
many places. Now Nicola Sturgeon has promised that there will be 100 per 
cent coverage by the end of the next parliament, ensuring that every part 
of this constituency will have faster access and providing the backbone for 
better mobile phones signals too. 

There has also been substantial increased expenditure on ferry services, 
with the budget up more than 130per cent since 2007 and new boats being 
built. 

There are more trains from Oban to Glasgow and the problem of the 
A83 at the Rest and Be Thankful is being tackled with major work under 
way there and on the A82, and more to come. 

The SNP Scottish Government has also encouraged more business start- 
ups, prioritised rural industries (especially food), promoted tourism and 
increased apprenticeships and expenditure on education, which is the best 
investment in our national and local future. 

All of this activity is good news for our area but it needs to be matched 
by vigorous support from the council and HIE so that everyone is working 
together.

Argyll has tremendous potential. The key to realising this is modern 
communications. We are in a digital dark age. The Scottish Government 
must put in the investment to provide superfast broadband to every home 
and business and at least 4G mobile coverage everywhere.

Argyll must be seen to be open for business in all but the most extreme 
weather conditions. That means upgrading the A82 and A83. A perma-
nent solution must be implemented at the Rest and Be Thankful to stop 
landslides closing the road.

More investment is needed to our ferries to improve capacity, booking 
facilities, reliability, the age of the fleet, and the pier infrastructure.

Ferry fares for commercial vehicles are far too high. The recent Scottish 
Government decision to remove commercial vehicles from RET must be 
reversed.

Farming is vitally important. The shambles of the Scottish Government’s 
failed computer system must never happen again. The Scottish Govern-
ment’s failure to pay farmers the money they owe them has caused severe 
cash flow problems. Farmers must be compensated for interest and bank 
charges incurred due to this.

The public sector should do all that it can to award contracts to local, 
small businesses.

Finally, bring the spaceport to Machrihanish.
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HIGHLAND Council granted 
planning permission for a retail 
park at North Road, Fort Wil-
liam, on Tuesday afternoon.

Developer Morbaine’s director 
Alex Brodie said: ‘I am delighted 
Highland Council decided to ap-
prove our planning application 
for a retail park at North Road, 
Fort William, which will include 
M&S Food, Home Bargains and 
Aldi stores.  

‘Once again, I have to thank 
the local people and councillors 
for their continued patience and 
support over what has been a 
long process.  

‘Whilst this application has 
been considered, we have been 
continuing our construction ten-
dering process which has helped 
limit the delay and we remain 
hopeful of being on site this sum-
mer, with the retail park opening 
in mid-2017, bringing significant 
economic benefits and increased 
retail options to local people.’

NEVIS Range Ski Centre is go-
ing green with the development 
of a new hydro scheme that will 
provide power to the mountain 
gondola, the offices and the 
Pinemarten café at the centre’s 
base station, writes Ellie Forbes.

Full construction can now start 
on a 1,100kW hydro scheme 
as £4million capital has been 
agreed, thanks to a loan from 
Close Brothers Leasing.

The project, being developed 
by Nevis Range Hydro Company 
Ltd and Green Cat Renewables 
Ltd, will comprise a small dam 
at 580m in the ‘Back Corrie’ of 
the ski centre and a turbine shed 
with 2 x 550kW turbines. 

Once the water has been 
through the turbines generating 
electricity for Nevis Range, it 
flows back into the Allt Choille 
Rais burn, where it drops into 
Rio Tinto’s intake and plays its 
part in generating power for the 
smelter – so it gets used twice. 

Managing director Peter 
MacFarlane said: ‘It is exciting 
to be part of a company that 
generates its own power in an 
environmentally-friendly way 
ticks all the right boxes for a ski 
area and visitor attraction in this 
beautiful location.’   

Marian Austin, a director of 
Nevis Range Hydro Company 
Ltd, said: ‘It has been a complex 
negotiation to raise money for 
the scheme.

‘I’m very pleased this phase 
is over and we can progress to 
building it.’

The scheme is due to be up and 
running by the end of November 
in time for the next ski season.

JOB FEARS are on the rise in 
Fort William following reports 
that a potential buyer is interest-
ed in the Rio Tinto site - but not 
in the Lochaber smelter.

Managers at the plant, which 
employs 150 people, have already 
announced ‘a strategic review’ of 
the Fort William property.

Highland Council has stressed 
the importance of a major em-
ployer in the Lochaber economy, 
stating it is seven times as signif-
icant as the Tata Steel works to 
Lanarkshire.

Councillor Brian Murphy stat-
ed: ‘The knock-on effects of any 
possible plant closure would be 
devastating for the West High-
lands and could mean the loss of 
more than 300 jobs.’

Retail park 
planning 
granted

Ski centre 
goes green 
as hydro 
scheme  
goes ahead

Fears grow 
for jobs at 
smelter plant

Potholes are talk of town

Malcolm Nisbet, 67, from 
Dunoon, said: ‘We come from 
Dunoon and it’s bad there. I 
don’t see them spending any 
money either.

‘I’ve seen some of the roads 
in Oban and it doesn’t look too 
bad. We come up � ve to six 
times a year.’ 

Christine MacInnes, from 
Oban, said: ‘The roads are an 
absolute disgrace. All this mon-

ey is being spent on this [the 
street works] and the roads are 
a state, especially outside the 
high school.’

Don Young, from Kinlochlev-
en, said: ‘The roads are a dis-
grace because of the amount of 
pot holes you have to miss. 

‘They need to get a grip with 
the roads, it’s appalling. I’ve 
never seen the roads this bad. 

‘Maybe if they dug the pot 

holes out properly and � lled 
them in, it might work, but they 
don’t even � x them. They just 
throw tar over them.’

John Kerry, 68, from 
Glenorchy, above, said: ‘The 
roads are an absolute disgrace 
in Argyll and Bute. The pot holes 
are so deep, but all they do is 
tip some tar in and a couple of 
weeks later they are the same 
again.’ 

Jake Devine, from Edinburgh, 
above, who is working in Oban, 
said: ‘The whole country has 
bad roads. 

‘I don’t know what I pay road 
tax for. All the way up from 
Edinburgh to Oban was rough.’

Robert Clark, 61, from Oban, 
said: ‘What I � nd funny is that 
they have tarred a big area at 
Ganavan, which was made to be 
able to take heavy air crafts, yet, 

the roads are in a hell of a state.’

Robert Graham, 59, from 
Oban, said: ‘I think it’s got so 
bad that something has to be 
done, not just by Argyll and Bute 
council, but by the government. 
‘The roads are a disgrace, yet 
they spend all that money on 
new pavements, but they let the 
roads go.’

Oban Times reporter David McPhee took to the town to garner opinion on the state of our roads

Oban Times 
newsdesks 

01631 568000 
01397 703003

EVERY May, Scotland’s 
north coast is visited by some 
of the world’s most iconic yet 
mysterious animals, the Orca 
or killer whale, writes Katie 
Carabine.

This year’s Sea Watch 
Foundation Orca Watch is 
running from May 21 to 28 
to coincide with the annual 
passage of killer whales in the 
Pentland Firth.

The north coast of Scotland 
is one of the best places to 
spot cetaceans - whales and 
dolphins - in the UK with 
species including Risso’s 
dolphin, humpback whale, 
minke whale and orca seen 
from the shore.

This makes it an ideal 
location for volunteers to 
watch the waters for cetaceans, 
at the same time collecting 
vital data for the Sea Watch 

Foundation national database.
Sea Watch Foundation  is 

a national charity that works 
with the public to survey and 
monitor cetaceans around 
the UK to help with their 
conservation and protection 
from threats such as fishing 
nets, pollution, noise 
disturbance, over fishing and 

also the possibility of rising 
sea temperatures as a result of 
global climate change.

Anna Jemmett, Sea Watch 
volunteer and organiser of this 
year’s event, said: ‘The aim of 
Orca Watch is to collect vital 
data on our visiting orcas and 
the other cetacean species 
in the area, whilst informing 

the public about these special 
animals just off their shores.’ 

She continued: ‘It is 
wonderfully exciting to see a 
whale or dolphin in the wild for 
yourself and although it takes 
both luck and patience - and 
many layers of warm clothes 
- the rewards are worth it. 
Seeing a cetacean is magical.’

Sea Watch will have observers 
stationed at Duncansby Head 
for six hours every day of the 
watch - three hours before and 
three hours after high tide - 
and the organisation welcomes 
anyone wishing to join them.

There will also be various 
other events on throughout the 
week of the watch, organised 
by both Sea Watch Foundation  
and the Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation (WDC). 

No experience is needed to 
get involved, although there 

is an optional short training 
event on Saturday May 21 
with Sea Watch and another  
session with WDC on May 28.

As Orcas are elusive and wild 
animals, there is no guarantee 
of seeing one during the week. 

Obviously the more time 
spent watching the better the 
chance, and either way there 
will be the  beautiful Caithness 
scenery to enjoy and plenty to 
learn.

Further information 
and a timetable of events  
can be found at www.
seawatchfoundation.org.uk/
orca-watch-2016 or on the Sea 
Watch Foundation’s Facebook 
page. 

The Caithness Sea Watching 
Facebook page will also 
be keeping everyone up to 
date with local sightings and 
events.

Foundation set for annual Orca Watch 
with invitation for people to get involved

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Spectacular deer drive for King 
Edward VII in Glenquoich, 1905 
GLENQUOICH, situated between Invergarry and 
Loch Hourn, was famous once for the quality and quan-
tity of its deer and was the inspiration for Landseer’s 
Monarch of the Glen. 

Great deer drives have taken place there for centuries 
but none more spectacular than those organised by 
Lord Burton for King Edward VII in 1905.

King Edward enjoyed deer stalking and seldom refused 
an invitation from his many friends in the Highlands to 
join them on the hill. 

Due to a knee injury in later life, however, he was 
unable to walk far and preferred to have deer driven 
towards him while he and his hosts waited in specially 
positioned butts.

The Royal party came by train from Balmoral. They 
arrived at Invergarry Station on the now long-forgotten 
Spean Bridge to Fort Augustus line and travelled the 
remaining 20 miles by car to Glenquoich Lodge to join 
Lord and Lady Burton and their guests.  

Accommodating and catering for such a large party in 
so remote a place for a week in these days was no mean 
feat. John Mackenzie, the local butcher, supplied no less 
than 16 hundredweight of best beef and 21 lambs.

The governor of Upper Canada sent a present of a 
large salmon embedded in a half ton block of ice which 
came by train from Southampton Docks and had to be 
transported by horse and cart up to the lodge. 

In a letter to a friend on the eve of the Royal visit, 
Lady Burton wrote: ‘We are quite ready for the King 
tomorrow. All the preparations were finished last night, 
even to the Royal Standard floating proudly over the top 
of this house. We have got a big tent at the back for the 
steward’s room and muchly it will be wanted as the King 
brings so many servants. A piper has been added and a 
second telegraph clerk only yesterday.’

Two men arranged the drives. The first was Lord 
Lovat, who was not only a very fine rifle shot, but had a 
gift for judging ground and anticipating the movements 
of deer. 

MARCH was an unpredictable month for residents in 
Arisaig, with temperatures soaring as high as 20 degrees 
Centigrade and reaching lows of minus one.

However, the average temperature varied between 
2.8°C and 11.2°C. 

Rainfall for the month was slightly less than normal with 
117 millimetres landing in the area, which puts the yearly 
figure to date just above average at 382 millimetres. 

A GAELIC singing group from South Uist received the peer 
award for excellence at this year’s Epic Awards.

Guthan An Iar, which is made up of locals from the Uist 
community, were chosen by fellow shortlisted groups.

The Epic Awards, which was held on April 2 at Cardiff 
Castle, recognise voluntary arts groups from all over the UK 
and Republic of Ireland. 

Marion Morrison from Guthan an Iar said: ‘We were 
surprised and delighted to have been selected for this award 
by our peers.  

‘For us this means that we will become more widely known 
and this will give us even greater encouragement and confi-
dence to continue our aim of revitalising traditional singing 
in Gaelic and to bring it to a wider audience.’

Guthan an Iar was set up by Gillebride MacMillan in order 
to keep South Uist singing traditions alive.

MUSIC enthusiasts got more than just a tune at this 
month’s Inveraray and District Accordion and Fiddle 
Club, as guest player Leonard Brown added in some 
stories and jokes between songs.

A ‘good crowd’ made their way to the Inveraray Inn 
for the event to see guest artistes Leonard Brown, from 
South Shields, who was crowned the Scottish accordion 
champion; and Malcolm Ross, from Arbroath, who 
played the drums. 

Club stalwarts  Fyne Folk  also played on the night, with 
Nick MacFarlane on accordion, Sally Hall, Jake MacKay 
and Alex John MacLeod on fiddles and Agnes Liddell on 
keyboard.

Newcomer Myles Clark, from Lochgilphead, was on ac-
cordion, accompanied by Grant MacDougall on drums, 
and they played a selection of songs.

Chairman Niall Iain MacLean paid tribute to Angus 
Paterson from Strachur, who passed away a few days 
before.

Men of all ages, and one woman, attended the grand opening of Fort William Men’s Shed earlier this month. The shed 
gives the members a place to meet, chat and work on projects they wish to undertake. The shed is open to people of all 

ages. To get in touch or � nd out more, search ‘Fort William Men’s Shed’ on social media.

WOLVERINE cubs - or kits - were born in Scotland for 
the first time last month, but the youngsters were only 
spotted last weekend at their home at RZSS Highland 
Wildlife Park, near Kingussie.

The delighted keepers spotted the pair of kits running 
and playing close to their mother Tina, who arrived at the 
park in February 2015.

Wolverines are the largest member of the mustelidae 
family, which includes weasels, stoats, badgers and otters. 
They are normally found in the Arctic and sub-Arctic 
areas of Europe, Asia and North America.

There are currently only around 2,300 wolverines left in 
the wild in Europe and just 130 in captivity.

Vickie Larkin, carnivore head keeper at RZSS High-
land Wildlife Park, said: ‘We were hoping that our female 
wolverine Tina would give birth this year as we had 
observed mating last summer. 

‘More recently, we hadn’t seen Tina out in her enclosure 
for some time, which is actually a good indicator that she 
had possibly given birth and was nursing kits in the den. 

‘Mirroring the process in the wild, it is often best to 
leave carnivores like wolverines completely alone for a 
number of weeks with their young after birth has taken 
place. Funnily enough, we were just about to check the 
dens in Tina’s enclosure, as enough time had passed, 
when I saw a little kit dart from one den to another. 

‘We estimate that the twin kits were born around the 
February 7 and are now almost two months old.’

THE CHURCH of Scotland on Colonsay is holding an 
exhibition of arts and crafts to raise funds for repairs to 
the church belfry.

All items exhibited at the ‘Belfry Bazaar’ are on sale 
and have been donated by local or visiting artists.

All proceeds will be going towards the Belfry Res-
toration Fund, which is for repairs needed to the little 
‘birdcage’ belfry which has become unsafe. 

As of March 1 this year, the congregation still needed 
to raise £20,000 for these repair works so every penny 
raised will count.

The exhibition is running from now until May 14 and is 
open daily between 4pm-6pm. 

There is a wide variety of original works on show and 
admission is free with no obligation to buy.

Unsold work will remain the property of whoever has 
donated it.

For more information please contact Kevin Byrne at 
byrne@colonsay.org.uk

FORMER pupils of Sgoil 
Lionacleit (Liniclate 
School) are being invited 
to a school reunion later 
this year.

The students of the 
very first S1 class of the 
Benbecula school when 
it opened in 1988 are to 
reunite for the first time 
since leaving school.

Also invited are pupils 
who joined this class in 
1990 from Daliburgh 
or Paible schools on the 
Uists. 

The reunion will be in 

LOCHABER SWI Federation was 
honoured with a visit from the chairman, 
Christine Hutton and the educational 
and international convenor, Anne Kerr, 
of the Scottish Women’s Institute. 

Several Lochaber SWI members met 
the two distinguished guests over lunch in 
the Alexandra Hotel, Fort William, when 
a wide-ranging discussion about the or-
ganisation, its past and future, took place. 

SWI will be celebrating its centenary 
next year, as will Fort William Institute.  

Fort William and the Lochaber area 
played a very early role in the ‘Rural’. In 
early July 1917, a meeting agreeing to set 
up the organisation locally was held in 
Fort William the day after a resolution to 
form the Women’s Institute in Scotland 
was passed in Edinburgh. Individual 

institutes in the area followed soon 
after the initial decision, including Fort 
William itself as well as Kilmallie (not 
defunct), Arisaig and Spean Bridge. Over 
the years, through war and depression, 
the organisation played a major roll in the 
lives of country women.  

Many small hamlets and communities 
formed their own group, locally for exam-
ple Trislaig, Duisky and Banavie. 

Over the years the organisation served 
home and country well but, in recent 
years, with the wider choice of activities 
for women and changing priorities, the 
SWI has been struggling to compete. 

It is hoped that with re-branding its 
image and opening it up to all women, 
whether town or country dwellers, it will 
continue and thrive in its second century.

Before leaving the estate the King presented Lord and 
Lady Burton with a silver stag’s head in remembrance 
of two visits to Glenquoich (the first was in 1904). James 
Henderson was given an engraved silver hip flask. Mr 
Duncan Grant, head gardener, as a mark of His Majes-
ty’s appreciation of the appropriate table decorations, 
was presented with a gold and ruby pin with the Royal 
monogram. 

Miss Tulloch, the housekeeper and her assistant, dia-
mond brooches, Mr F McCallum, electrical and motor 
engineer, got a solid silver cigarette case inscribed E 
VII and Sandy Campbell, the Captain of Lord Burton’s 
yacht, was presented with the Royal Victorian Medal.                                

King Edward’s final words to Lord Burton as they 
parted at Invergarry Station at the end of the week were: 
‘I hope I shall come back again.’ 

He never did. Lord Burton gave up his lease of Glen-
quoich that year and the King died five years later.

Today the deer have largely gone from Glenquoich and 
the lovely old lodge lies submerged beneath the waters 
of the massive Quoich dam.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

King Edward VII at Glenquoich.

The second was James 
Henderson, Lord Bur-
ton’s 69-year-old head 
stalker, who came out of 
retirement to organise 
200 stalkers, shepherds 
and ghillies who trav-
elled from as far afield 
as Ross-shire to act as 
beaters.

The first drive had 
been planned for the 
day after the King’s 
arrival but due to heavy 
rain and mist it was 
postponed. 

The weather cleared 
the following day and by 
noon His Majesty and 
seven other rifles were 
in position near the 

James Henderson.

head of Glen Kingie on the south side of Loch Quoich. 
Unfortunately the wind changed direction at the cru-

cial moment and only nine stags were killed. Lord Lovat 
succeeded in shooting five. Dr Scott, the King’s doctor, 
had two and Colonel Sir Arthur Davidson, Assistant 
Private Secretary to the King, also managed two but His 
Majesty didn’t get a shot.

It was a beautiful sunny morning for the second drive; 
the party rode on horseback up the steep winding pony 
path above Glenquoich Lodge to a corrie below the 
summit of Glouraich. 

Here, in a slight south easterly wind, the King waited 
in a large stone butt with James Henderson while the 
rest of the party concealed themselves behind tempo-
rary turf and stone walls below.

Earlier that morning, as soon as daylight broke, the 
beaters began moving more than 200 stags in two direc-
tions towards the waiting rifles. 

All went well until one of the King’s equerries, 
unaccustomed to seeing so many  antlered ‘monsters’ 
immediately in front of him, became restless and excit-
ed. The stags saw him and broke back through the line 
of beaters. 

His Majesty fired several shots but missed completely 
whereas Dr Scott and Lord Lovat were able to kill seven 
between them. 

During his visit to Glenquoich, King Edward spent 
some time fishing on Loch Hourn from Lord Burton’s 
steam yacht The Rover. 

Weeks before the inner loch had been ground-baited 
with offal from the deer larders attracting huge shoals 
of dog-fish which provided excellent sport.

Doors open at Fort William Men’s Shed

Inveraray

Arisaig

Kingussie

The wolverines kits step out into the open to run and 
play with their mother Tina. 

Gilbert MacMillan and Marion Morrison from Guthan an Iar 
with their Epic Award. Photograph by Amber Nichols. 

South Uist

the school theatre from 
3pm-5pm on Saturday July 
30, coinciding with the 
Eilean Dorcha Festival in 
Liniclate. 

This reunion has been a 
long time coming, as for-
mer pupil Mary Riddoch 
(nee MacLean) explained: 
‘Over the years many of 
us have discussed getting 
together, and we had 
thought we might try and 

arrange something for the 
20th anniversary, but that 
year came and went with-
out any plans being made. 

‘So we thought, with this 
being the year that the 
majority of our school year 
turns 40, it would be as 
good a time as any.’

‘We also want to invite 
teachers and other school 
staff that were there from 
1988-1993,’ added another 
former pupil Jessie-Ann 
MacSween (nee Ma-
cAskill).

The organisers are keen 

to ensure no one is left out 
so if anyone recognises 
themself or a family mem-
ber in the photo above 
(from 1993), or if they 
were a staff member dur-
ing this time, please email 
ma r y r iddo ch@ ya ho o.
com.

Some people will have 
left school before this 
photo was taken, so any-
one with school photos to 
share should please email 
Joan MacDonald (nee 
Robertson) at seonag99@
yahoo.com.

Benbecula

Christine Hutton, SWI chairwoman, second left, and Anne Kerr, fourth right. 

SWI federation honoured with visit
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Forget Donald Trump and Holyrood’s 
usual suspects,  the election that matters 
will soon be taking place in Oban when 
nominations open later this week for 
the Highlands and Islands Students’ 
Association (HISA) depute president for 
Argyll College UHI.

Argyll College UHI has more than 
1,500 students based at local centres 
throughout Argyll and Bute and Arran.

HISA represents both further and 
higher education students, giving them 
a voice to drive change at a regional 
level. It also provides access to local 
clubs and events which help students 
get to know each other and make the 
most of the college experience.

Outgoing HISA depute for Argyll 
College Charlotte Collins, who has spent 
three years at Argyll College and is set to 
complete an HNC Horticulture later this 
year, said:

‘My � rst experience 
of Argyll College UHI 
was through a Skills 

for Work class at 
Oban High School. I 

didn’t consider myself 
particularly academic, 

but in the Skills for Work 
course in rural skills, 
I found I was able to 

achieve something and 
that I was a valuable 

member of the group. I 
would like every student 

to feel this when they 
come to Argyll College.’ 

‘I’ve spent a wonderful 
three years  at college 
and one of the best 
things is being able to 
study whilst staying 
close to home. The 
college has a really 
welcoming atmosphere 
and a great mix of 
students and sta� , but 
being able to stay in 
Argyll with the support 
of family and friends 
has been perfect. I 
would encourage school 
leavers to come to 
college and to realise 
there is another option 
to success they can 
access locally.’

Any current Argyll College student 
can nominate themselves for election. 

If successful, their job will be to 
represent all students on relevant 
college committees and at board level   
and to help to create an environment 
where students drive their own 

learning and achieve to the best of 
their abilities.

Argyll College Principal Fraser Durie 
said: `Here at Argyll College we are 
passionate about providing a student- 
centred experience.  Our students are 
at the heart of everything we do and 
each decision we make and having an 
Argyll HISA depute president gives us 
an e� ective channel to communicate 
with the student body and, I hope, 
gives our students con� dence we are 
listening to their opinions. Charlotte 
has done a wonderful job as our � rst 
HISA depute president and has also 
been an invaluable student member 
on our board of governors. She is well 
respected by sta�  and students and 
although I’ll be sorry to see her leave 
o�  ce later this year, I’m also con� dent 
we can � nd an equally committed 
student to � ll her shoes.’ 

Argyll College UHI is now accepting 
applications for courses starting in 
September 2016. College bursaries 
and EMA payments are available in 
many instances for students applying 
for full time further education courses. 
Higher education students should 
contact the Student Awards Agency 
Scotland for information on funding for 
course fees and student loans. Sta�  in 
the local Argyll College centre will be 
happy to provide advice – visit www.
argyllcollege.ac.uk 

Election Fever

Outgoing 
HISA depute 

president 
for Argyll 

College, 
Charlotte 

Collins.

TIMESLINE

DIAMOND couple Mark and Kitty McCann, 
of Fort William, celebrated 60 years of wed-
ded bliss at the beginning of April. 

The pair were married in St Monica’s 
Church, Coatbridge, on April 4, 1956. 

Mr McCann made his first trip to Fort Wil-
liam in 1959 as temporary shop manager of 
the former Black and Campbell’s store in High 
Street, returning to take up the permanent 
post in 1961.  

They lived above the shop for many years 
and brought up a family of four – Paul, Ro-

seann, William and Sandra, all of whom, plus 
grandchildren, joined them in the celebrations 
at their home in Cromarty Crescent where 
amongst many gifts was a card of congratula-
tions from HM The Queen.  

Mr McCann said: ‘We have had a wonderful 
marriage, with its ups and downs like everyone 
else, but we are still the same as we were when 
it all started. We love one another very much. 
After you have been married for 60 years, you 
forget what it is you’ve even done.’ 

Photo by Iain Ferguson.

A RNLI lifeboat was called out last Thursday 
to help a ferry which had ran aground during an 
extremely low tide.  

The Kyle of Lochalsh volunteer crew were 
launched around 1.30pm to aid the Glenelg 
Ferry, Glenachulish, after Stornoway Coastguard 
requested help. 

The lifeboat crew arrived five minutes later, by 
which time the 10 passengers and crew had made 
it safely to shore.  

No-one was injured and no further assistance 
was needed.  The RNLI crew stood down after 
2pm as it would be some time before the ferry 
would begin to float again on the incoming tide.

Diamond wedding couple 
celebrate 60 happy years 

Eleventh hour 
support for 
new sports hall

TWO MEN who died after a 
� shing boat sank o�  the coast 
of Mingulay on Saturday have 
been identi� ed as Martin John-
stone, aged 29, from Halkirk, 
and Chris Morrison, 27, from 
Stornoway. 

Paul Alliston, 42, from Lochs, 
remains missing at sea. Anoth-
er crew member was rescued 
after swimming ashore and 
was later airlifted to hospital. 

Volunteers from the RNLI and 
the Martime and Coastguard 
Agency continue to search for 
Mr Alliston. The Police Scotland 
Air Support Unit is also on scene 
with the support of Highlands 
and Islands Airport  Ltd  which 
has re-opened the airport in 
Benbecula to help in the search.

Chief Inspector Alastair 
Garrow  said: ‘Police Scotland 
has an enquiry team working 
alongside other agencies and 
the known circumstances will 
be reported to the Procurator 
Fiscal. 

‘There will be further investi-
gations to fully establish what 
has happened.’

Police Scotland has said: ‘Our 
thoughts are with the loved 
ones of the men who sadly 
lost their lives as a result of this 
tragic incident.’

AN EMERGENCY board 
meeting of Lochaber Sports 
Association (LSA) heard that 
potential 11th-hour support for 
long-awaited plans for a new 
indoor sport facility in Fort 
William was in the offing.

A few weeks ago the be-
leaguered group heard that 
funding allocated by Highland 
Council was to be drastically 
cut and its plans would be un-
likely to go ahead ‘in the near 
future’. 

On Tuesday night, at a 
meeting in Fort William Shinty 
Club, LSA chairwoman Jane 
Blanchard said she had become 
aware of an interested party 
in the project, after a story 
appeared in last week’s Oban 
Times.

Mrs Blanchard explained to 
the busy meeting that a chari-
table trust with similar interests 
in the scheme had approached 
her about moving forward with 
a shared indoor centre. 

Confidentiality did not allow 
Mrs Blanchard to share details 
of the potential new partner, 
but she was confident the pro-
ject could be delivered.

Mrs Blanchard said: ‘It is far 
too early to say anything about 
this because so much research 
still needs to be done.’

The meeting was told the 
potential new partner would 

mean going back to the drawing 
board. For example, the desired 
location of Lochaber High 
School would be under review. 

Mrs Blanchard said: ‘With 
this new proposal we would 
need to look into whether the 
facility can still be at the high 
school.’

Lochaber Sports Association 
has been developing plans for 
a new multi-sport facility for 
seven years. Plans for the pro-
ject came to a halt at the end of 
last year as a result of funding 
issues. 

In October, Highland Coun-
cil revealed plans to invest 
a maximum of £200,000 in 
the project. The offer came 
as a shock to the group as it 
was less than a quarter of the 
£845,000 previously agreed 
with the association towards 
the construction of the facility 
at Lochaber High School. The 
project will have a total price 
tag of  £1.47million.

SportScotland has already 
pledged £500,000 to the devel-
opment but is dependent on a 
certain level of support from 
the local authority. 

Whilst Fort William area 
councillors support the plans, 
the LSA project did not receive 
enough votes for the budget to 
be increased.

A sticking point for the LSA 
was the fact it is not a VAT 
registered company, which 
would see it footing a VAT bill 

of £240,000, adding further 
pressure to limited funds. 

This new proposal is from 
a VAT registered company, 
which would alleviate some 
financial weight. 

The meeting brought to 
light the urgent need for new 
committee members, as two 
board members stepped down 
from their positions. Duncan 
MacPhee and Leen Volwerk 
had planned to step down but 
are now considering remaining 
in their positions. The meeting 
saw two directors appointed to 
the board and one new com-
mittee member, who will take 
charge of the club’s communi-
cations. 

Mrs Blanchard said: ‘As a 
board we have been struggling 
for seven years and we need 
new blood.’

Speaking after the meeting 
the chairwoman expressed her 
delight at the election of the 
members, saying:  ‘New people 
are hugely beneficial to the club 
and these new members will 
breathe fresh life into the pro-
ject. It is a lot to ask of people 
who are busy working and have 
families, so I am pleased they 
came forward.’ 

She added: ‘It was a difficult 
meeting because I couldn’t di-
vulge some information, but the 
board will need to look at ways 
to take the project forward.’

Mrs Blanchard has agreed to 
continue to support the group. 

ELLIE FORBES
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Lifeboat to the rescue of stranded ferry 

Fishermen named 
after boat sinks  

HIGHLAND Council’s South 
Planning Applications 
Committee has refused per-
mission for a new three-bed-
room house in Onich, Fort 
William.

The applicant was seeking 
permission for a one-a-half-
storey house on the plot.

The committee rejected the 
application after objections 
by Nether Lochaber Commu-
nity Council. 

It insisted the house would 
have ‘a detrimental impact 
on the character of the vil-
lage’.

Planners block 
Onich home plan 

ADVERTISING FEATURE



10 LETTERS Thursday 14 April, 2016 – www.obantimes.co.uk

Established 1861  No 8216

Glasgow Letter

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Press policy Your letters
WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing ed-
itor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to 
print them. Names and 

postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or 
those supplied without a 

contact telephone number 
will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

visitors and certainly the wider area 
involved about the need to have high 
levels of protection for our vulnera-
ble environments and economies.  

For those who consider the 
proposed request justified, and to 
enable Loch Awe to experience the 
same benefits as Lismore and Appin 
NSAs, letters/emails stating support 
are welcome and can be sent to 
Christine72@mail.com.   

Support for the idea must be proven 
to exist to allow progress to the next 
stage.

Christine Metcalfe, Loch Avich, 
Taynuilt, Argyll.

Tax hike required on 
second homes
Sir,
With David Cameron having to 
defend his tax affairs, he said on the 
April 5: ‘I get a salary, I have some 
savings, I have a house I rent out 
while I’m living in No. 10 and that is 
it.’ 

I wonder why he forgot to mention 
his holiday house/spare house/sec-
ond home, call it what you want, on 
the isle of Jura. 

His party brought in the bedroom 
tax which tried to force people out of 
their council houses. Two thirds of 
those people are disabled. 

David Cameron and his colleagues, 
who own the one million-plus spare 
houses throughout the UK, who 
overspent buying them causing the 
2007 credit crunch as the banks ran 
out of our money to pay for them, 
should be taxed out their ‘spare 
houses’ and scrap the bedroom tax.

More than a million spare houses 
lying empty the majority of the year 
is morally repugnant when we are in 
a housing crisis.

Colin M Campbell, Port Charlotte, 
Islay.

Tax havens cause 
global imbalance 
Sir,
The row over the offshore tax havens 
revealed by the Panama Papers 
extends well beyond their use by 
those such as multi-nationals and the 
Prime Minister.

The Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) has revealed such havens 
have led to developing countries, the 
UK among them, losing 20 per cent 
of tax revenues.

However, the problem is greater 
than this, with corrupt elites in de-
veloping countries funnelling wealth 
offshore, while these countries are 
mired in poverty.

Oxfam estimates tax havens cost 
poor countries £170 billion in lost 
revenues every year, with rich Af-
ricans having £500 billion stashed 
away in offshore countries. 

To put this into perspective, that’s 
enough to save four million chil-
dren’s lives and pay for education for 
every child in the continent. 

The UK has an opportunity to 
change this, should it desire to do 
so, by closing down our network of 
17 tax havens in the crown depend-
encies and territories we have an 
opportunity to take a moral lead. 

Banks must also be made to open 

Amount of litter in 
Oban ‘embarrassing’
Sir, 
I have read with interest the com-
ments of readers in response to The 
Oban Times’ request for views on the 
new pavements in Oban.

It’s good to see Argyll and Bute 
Council is improving the look of 
the pavements in George Street and 
Station Square, despite the £6.5 
million cost, though stories that the 
new slabs have come from China are 
rather disquieting and the loss of the 
trees is a great pity. 

I watched the replaced slabs being 
tipped into the back of a lorry recent-
ly and wondered if an opportunity to 
recoup some of the cost by selling 
these to the public had been lost.

I am more concerned, however, 
that this huge sum is being spent 
when some of Oban’s iconic tourist 
attractions are becoming less than 
attractive. 

I find it frankly embarrassing to 
stand among the tourists on the 
viewing platform at McCaig’s Tower 
and look down at the bottles, cans 
and carry-out cartons spread out 
below.  

Visitors walking up Jacob’s Ladder 
en route to the tower will be similarly 
aware of the litter thrown down the 
bank behind the distillery from the 
site of the two seats and a walk along 
to the Hydro ruins will reveal piles of 
similar rubbish. 

There are many other places in 
town where the mess is really quite 
disgusting, such as at the edge of the 
car park alongside the Black Lynn.

I am aware there are a number of 
public-spirited residents who regu-
larly take it upon themselves to clean 
up rubbish but surely in a town which 
depends so heavily on visitor income 
this should be a council priority. 

There has to be more emphasis on 
education so that everyone is aware 
of the importance of keeping our 
town beautiful. 

So come on Oban – can we collec-
tively do something about this and 
show the world we’re proud of our 
lovely town? 

Maurice Wilkins, Oban.

Proposed request for 
scenic area status
Sir,
An article in The Oban Times of 
March 31 about the proposed request 
for the establishment of a National 
Scenic Area (NSA) for Loch Awe 
was headlined ‘Communities divide 
over Loch Awe status’.    

To avoid any unfortunate assump-
tions being made relating to the 
recent view taken by Glenorchy and 
Innishail Community Council, it is 
important to establish there is no 
conflict between the community 
councils quoted because the initial 
enquiry was made privately, not from 
Avich and Kilchrenan Community 
Council, which will be discussing it 
fully in due course. 

This is at a proposal stage only; no 
application to any authority has been 
made.   

Community councils remain, 
however, ‘as one’ with our local 
communities, residents, businesses, 

CHAN EIL FIOS ’AM carson a 
chuir e iongnadh orm cluinntinn gun 
robh luchd-naidheachd bho cheud 
is seachd meur de na meadhanan, 
ann an seachdad is sia dùthaich, air 
còrr air bliadhna a chur seachad a’ 
sgrùdadh aon deug gu leth millean 
pàipear a chaidh a ghoid bhon 
chompanaidh Mossack Fonseca à 
Panama, mun do nochd iomradh 
poblach.  

Nochd a’ mhòr-chuid den fhios-
rachadh far puist-dealain, ach bha 
cuideachd dealbhan de chùmhnan-
tan is dearbhaidhean de gach seòrsa, 
a’ buntainn ri dà cheud is ceithir deug 
cùis a ghabh àite eadar 1977 agus 
Dùbhlachd na bliadhna an-uiridh.

Ged a tha Mossack Fonseca gu 
nàdarra air an tàmailteachadh leis 
mar a dh’èirich dhaibh, tha iadsan 
ag ràdh gum bheil iad air a bhith ag 
obair le dìchill fad ceathrad bliadhna 
agus nach d’ rinn iad dad ceàrr.  

Gu ìre ‘s dòcha gum bheil sin ceart 
oir tha laghan cuid de dhùthchannan 
a’ tairgsinn tèarmann-chìsean agus 
mar a bhiodh dùil, tha buidhnean 
proifeiseanta gan stèidheachadh 
gus seirbheisean a lìbhrigeadh dhan 
fheadhainn a thig gan iarraidh. 

Tha  e furasta gu leòr a thuigsinn 
gum bheil eadar-dhealachadh ciall 

eadar ‘seachnadh cìse’ agus ‘seachn-
adh cìse gu mì-laghail’, ach chan eil 
na crìochan l e idir daonnan gum 
bheil hnadh cìse gu mì-laghailus na 
sochairean sin ntan is eadar an dà 
sheòrsa gnìomh sin idir daonnan 
soilleir! 

Sin a dh’fhàg gum bheil mòran 
bhuidhnean-cunntais agus lagha 
air feadh an t-saoghail a’ dèanamh 
fìor dheagh chosnaidhean à com-
hairleachadh dhaoine fa leth, agus 
bhuidhnean chorporra, a thaobh 
ionmhais is chìsean.  

Mar a chunna sinn san dùthaich 
seo fhèin bho chionn ghoirid, tha 
companaidhean eadar-nàiseanta air 
buannachadh gu mòr à leithid sin 
de stiùireadh ’s gun iad a’ pàigheadh 
ach glè bheag cìse a dh’aindeoin 
teachd-a-steach mòr. 

Gu fàbharach, tha masladh poilit-
igeach a’ toirt buaidh air na buidh-
nean sin a-nise agus mar a bhiodh 
dùil, tha Riaghaltas Bhreatainn a’ 
maoidheadh tighinn trom air fiù ’s 
buidhnean a tha a’ seachnadh chìse-
an gu mì-iomchaidh ged nach biodh 
iad a’ briseadh an lagh.  

Chaidh fiosrachadh pearsanta mu 
dhaoine ainmeil feadh an t-saoghail 
fhoillseachadh ann am pàipearan 
Phanama agus faodaidh e bhith 

gum bheil ‘comhairle bhuam nach 
d’ fhuaireadh agam’ ann an tòrr 
den chop a tha a-nise a’ nochdadh 
bho luchd-poilitigs agus luchd-naid-
heachd.  

Ach gun teagamh sam bith tha 
eisimpleir Dhaibhidh Chamshron a’ 
dearbhadh nach eil ciall feuchainn 
ris an fhìrinn a chleith ann an 
suidheachadh den t-seòrsa san d’ 
fhuair esan e fhèin. Nochd ceithir 
tionndadh eadar-dhealaichte air a’ 
cheangal phearsanta a bh’ aige ri 
sgeulachd Phanama mun cuala sinn 
gun robh earrannan air a bhith aige 
an seilbh an sin, agus ged a bha e 
air an cur bhuaithe mun deach e na 
Phrìomhaire ’s e mo bheachd gun 
d’ rinn e cron air earbsachd fhèin le 
bhith cho fada a’ seachnadh soillear-
achadh ceart a thoirt seachad. Ach 
an d’ rinn e cron air a’ Phàrtaidh aige 
cuideachd?

MANAGING grey areas between 
tax avoidance and tax evasion has 
helped build internationally respect-
ed companies. But as the Panama 
papers apparently prove there are 
inevitably opportunities, and temp-
tations, to bend the rules! 

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

First class performance from pupils 
at Lochaber Festival – March 1976
This week’s � ashback photograph comes from the � les of The Oban Times:  Forty years ago: March 1976 and Lochaber 
Festival time; pupils trained by Mrs Isabel Henderson gave an outstanding performance of a Russian folk song. Adjudi-
cator Mr David Gri�  th described it as ‘splendidly Russian’ and a ‘� rst-class performance’.  Digital versions of � ashback 
photos for The Oban Times can be sent to editor@obantimes.co.uk or prints sent to the editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a print returned should include a stamped-addressed envelope.   

Morino Day success in 
Glasgow’s Park Bar
THE PARK Bar in Glasgow was 
mobbed on Sunday for the bi-annual 
Morino Day – when dance music 
enthusiasts from all over the country 
flock to the pub to celebrate the 
famous Hohner Morino accordion. 

Some of the best musicians in 
Scotland were there to join in the 
session and the top-notch music 
didn’t stop from 3pm right through 
until midnight. 

Matthew Maclennan did a great job 
on the microphone getting players 
up to contribute and keep the tunes 
going. 

At dinner time, there must have 
been about 2,000 steak pies con-
sumed which the Park Bar kindly 
made for everyone who had played.

The atmosphere in the pub got 
better as the day went on and, by the 
end, the dance floor was filled for a 
Scottische, a barn dance and, finally, 
a waltz. 

It was easy to see why the Morino 
Day is so highly anticipated every 
time and why it is always so busy

It was a fantastic afternoon and 
evening.

Great tunes for Morino Day in the Park Bar. Left to right: Craig McFadyen, Nicky McMichan, Neil Mitchell and Aidan 
Frost.

Choir says farewell to 
conductor
GOVAN Gaelic Choir is holding 
a traditional ceilidh to say ‘thank 
you’ and ‘goodbye’ to its conductor 
Donald Feist, who has given up the 
choir for personal reasons.

It will be held in the Crawford 
Halls, Beith Street, Partick, on Fri-
day April 22 at 8pm. 

Everyone is welcome to go along to 
enjoy the hò-ro-gheallaidh. 

Erskine ceilidh 
CLYDEBANK Highlanders had a 
great night on Friday night at their 
ceilidh in aid of Erskine Hospital. 

Six veterans from the hospital came 
along with their carers and went 
home laden with raffle prizes. 

John Morrison was the chair-
man, introducing the veterans to the 
audience and, in the centenary of the 
opening of the hospital, gave details 
of the work being done in caring for 
these remarkable people to whom we 
owe so much. 

The singers, Paul MacCallum, 
Sheena Walker, Ainslie Hamill, 
and Angus MacKay, delighted the 

audience with their songs and the dy-
namic duo, Billy and Iain Macphee, 
entertained on accordion and pipes.

The association piper, Robert 
Wood, got the ceilidh off to a grand 
start and the accompanist was the 
wonderful Kirsteen Grant. 

The association thanks everyone 
who contributed to what was a very 
special evening. 

What’s on 
Saturday April 16: Ceòl Mòr Ostaig 
with Ceòl is Craic, CCA, Sauchiehall 
Street. 
Friday April 29: Glasgow Uist and 
Barra Association Ceilidh Dance, 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street. 
Friday April 29: An evening with 
Stirling Gaelic Choir, a celebration 
with Chic Bonar, with Pink Cham-
pagne and Fiona Johnston, at 7.30pm 
in the Victoria Hall, Dunblane. 
Saturday April 30: Glasgow Skye 
Association Annual Spring Concert 
(Wee Skye), Crawford Hall.

Pub scene
Park Bar: Friday April 15: Deoch 
’n’ Dorus. Saturday April 16: Robert 
Robertson.

their books and reveal the true 
beneficiaries of shell companies. 
International companies should be 
pursued for the tax they avoid. 

The current controversy extends 
well beyond holding a few rich indi-
viduals and corporations to account.

It strikes at the very heart of the 
current global imbalance and the 
complicity of the west in ripping off 
the global south.

Let’s use this as an opportunity to 
curtail this distortion and end a situ-
ation that sees the wealth of the few 
imperil the livelihoods of the many. 

Alex Orr, Edinburgh.

Jackal thwarted from 
escaping in Kippen
Sir,
I was interested to read about the 
Beast of Barrisdale, Morvern Lines, 
March 17, being a hyena which had 
escaped from a circus.

The story reminded me of an inci-
dent in Kippen concerning a jackal.

According to the Stirling Journal of 
September 15, 1899, a travelling me-
nagerie and circus was performing in 
Kippen when the jackal slipped out 
of its cage. 

The report stated that the ‘show 
being well crowded at the time, the 
screams of the female portion of the 
audience and the yells of the fright-
ened animal caused great excitement 
for a few minutes’.

However, unlike the Barrisdale 
hyena, the Kippen jackal did not be-
come a local legend. Further escape 
was thwarted by a quick-thinking 
member of the audience, a Mr 
George Hay. 

He caught the jackal’s tail and kept 
turning until a sheet was thrown over 
it and it was recaptured, doubtless to 
the great relief of the audience and 
Kippen residents.

I was always surprised that a jackal 
had been in Kippen at all and won-
dered what kind of life it had, either 
as an exhibit or as a circus performer.

Flora Petrie.

A� ordable housing 
vital on islands
Sir,
I welcome the news that Argyll 
Community Housing Association is 
planning consultations on the need 
for housing in the many smaller 
villages of Islay. 

While it is immensely important 
that the various housing associations 
continue to build housing in the 
larger villages, including Bowmore 
and Port Ellen, it is equally import-
ant Islay’s smaller villages are not 
forgotten about. In some cases these 
villages have not had any new social 
housing built for more than 20 years. 

Housing is also much needed on 
Jura and Colonsay. 

It is well known that both Islay and 
Jura contribute a huge amount of tax 
revenue to the exchequer despite our 
small populations. So it is only fair 
our needs are not overlooked by our 
local council and both the Scottish 
and UK governments. Supply of 
local affordable housing is just one of 
many areas that need improvement 
on our islands.           

Alastair Redman, Islay.

A meeting of the Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee this week voted to go ahead with 
the marketing of a site at Ganavan, which will 

be leased or sold on the open market. 
However, there appears to be a lot of public disquiet 

about what is happening at the site. 
What is clear is that the people of Oban feel very pro-

tective of Ganavan and its beach. It is an area where 
people bring their children to play and where they 
walk their dogs, taking in the fantastic scenery and the 
relative quiet, away from the busy town centre. But the 

fact that the council sold off land for luxury housing, 
is planning to raise parking charges, and at the same 
time lease or sell more land has many people worried.

All the more reason why the council should discuss 
any such moves in public, something that could be done 
without disclosing any sensitive financial information.

By discussing such matters in public, not only does it 
give the people of Oban the opportunity  to have their 
say, it stops speculation in its tracks.

While it is right at times to hear some matters in 
private, that should be the exception, not the rule.  
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The Western Isles has won back its contract with Highland Council 
and will once again be providing a regular ferry service to

 Knoydart.  

ONGOING concerns about High-
land Council favouring Inverness 
over Fort William have been refu-
elled after the local authority pub-
lished a paper saying the proposed 
Caol link road was unnecessary 
and too expensive.

The paper states: ‘It is noted from 
historic traffic data that traffic lev-
els on the urban section of the A82 
in Fort William have remained 
relatively flat since 2006.’

Duncan Brown, chairman of 
community action group For Loch-
aber, responded: ‘So there you have 
it. Traffic through the Fort hasn’t 
increased in 10 years. How lucky 
we are to live in the only part of the 
entire UK that hasn’t experienced 
increased traffic levels since 2006?’

The paper estimates the pro-
posed 2.27km long link road would 
cost between £54.2 million and £78 
million.

Mr Brown pointed out this 
means it would cost more than the 
Inverness West bypass which was 
estimated to cost £54 million in 
2014.

‘Of course, along with this 
bypass, Inverness also gets a new 

£10 million sports hub at Tor-
vean.’ This comes after Highland 
Council decided to renege on its 
funding offer to Lochaber Sports 
Association, which Fort William 
and Ardnamurchan Councillor 
Brian Murphy called a ‘disgraceful 
decision’.  

Mr Brown continued: ‘Why can 
Highland Council assemble the 
will-power and finance for a bypass 
and new sports facilities in Inver-
ness, but effectively deny these 
facilities to Fort William?

‘Is it because Highland Council 
gives priority treatment to Inver-
ness and the Inner Moray Firth, 
and other parts of the Highlands 
receive the crumbs from the table?’

‘Highland Council must give a 
form of ‘home rule’ to Lochaber so 
that our councillors can take deci-
sions in Lochaber and make these 
for the best interests of Lochaber 
and its people.’

A Highland Council spokes-
person said: ‘The paper has been 
removed from the council’s website 
at the request of Lochaber council-
lors whilst the indicative Caol link 
road costs within it are verified, 

after which it will be put back out 
for public consultation.

‘The purpose of the paper and 
plan is to stimulate local discussion 
and comment so please read the 
available material and make formal 
written comment. This can be done 
at http://consult.highland.gov.uk/
portal/westplanmir. Everyone will 
have until June 10 to do so.

‘We expect to receive many 
written comments both for and 
against retention of the Caol link 
road safeguard and it will be for 
Lochaber councillors to decide 
whether to confirm the safeguard 
in the next stage of the plan.’

‘The plan will be re-issued 
next year, this time for formal 
objections, and if Lochaber Area 
Committee resolves to retain 
the safeguard then it may attract 
objections from adversely affected 
landowners and Caol residents in 
close proximity to its line.

‘If there are objections then the 
final plan content is decided by a 
Scottish Government Reporter, 
who will consider objections but 
also how feasible and implementa-
ble the road scheme is.’

Dispute breaks out over plan to 
relocate village war memorial

TRADING Standards have issued 
a warning for both consumers 
and businesses to exercise caution 
when buying replacement parts for 
vehicle repairs, particularly when 
doing so at a distance.

This warning comes after con-
cerns were raised about several 
businesses specialising in supply-
ing reconditioned and/or second 
hand engines.

These businesses are enticing 
customers with cheap online deals 
and often the parts are not recon-
ditioned as advertised. 

There is information to suggest 
that consumers are not being given 
statutory contractual information 
including, where applicable, notice 
of the 14-day right to cancel cer-
tain contracts.

There have also been reports of 
customers experiencing significant 
delays to repair services and of 
having vehicles or components 
kept without consent.

BALLACHULISH Com-
munity Council members 
are against a proposal to  
relocation the Ballachulish 
War Memorial into the village, 
despite overwhelming public 
support for the project. 

The dispute has led to Mel 
MacAskill, a former communi-
ty council chairman, resigning 
from the project and saying 
he wants nothing more to do 
with the present community 
council.

There have been two public 
meetings, one just a few weeks 
ago, held in relation to the 
monument and flyers were also 
distributed to every household 
in the area to gather public 
opinion, which was largely in 
support of the move.

A new home for the monu-
ment was found in front of the 
Ministry of Defence’s Joint 
Service Mountain Training 
Centre.  The army, which owns 
the land it was to be moved to, 
was happy for it to be moved, 
as was Highland Council.

POLICE have issued an appeal 
for information following a 
number of incidents in Fort 
William.

Suspects are being sought af-
ter � ve benches were damaged 
in the play park in Kennedy 
Road between March 28 and 
April 4.

Two handbags were also 
taken from the Volunteer Arms 
in the High Street, Fort William, 
between 11.45pm on Saturday 
April 10 and 1.30am on Sunday 
April 11.

The handbags were later 
recovered by police in a door-
way at the back of the pub, but 
money and a mobile phone 
were missing.

Later on Sunday April 10, a 
black Gary Fisher 19ins ladies 
pedal bike was taken from 
behind the BA bus shelter on 
North Road. The bicycle was 
last seen between 12.15pm and 
7pm.

The same day at around 
3.10pm, several items of cloth-
ing were reported stolen from 
the Mountain Warehouse store 
on the High Street.

Meanwhile, walkers have 
also been urged to report any 
suspicious behaviour after 
animal body parts were found 
in Glencoe. 

Believed to be from deer, the 
remains were discovered near 
the waterfall viewpoint at The 
Gorge and Coire Gabhall, an 
area where poaching has been 
reported.

If anyone has any information, 
the police can be contacted 
on 101 or via Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111 
or online at www.crimestop-
pers-uk.org.

‘After getting it all done, and 
thinking we were moving for-
ward, the community council 
decided to do its own ballot, 
which was what the flyers had 
been for,’ said Mr MacAskill, 
who had been asked to take 
the project forward when he 
stepped down from the com-
munity council.  ‘In my opinion 
there are a couple of people in 
the community council who 
don’t want it moved so they 
have delayed it. 

‘I had a heated phone call 
with the chairman about this 

and his lack of leadership. I 
said to him I believed he had 
a different opinion depending 
on who he was talking to,’ he 
said. ‘It’s sad because, while not 
in immediate danger, there’s a 
lot of water coming down off 
the hill and there’s landslides 
constantly on the hills around 
Ballachulish and with the 
increased traffic on the A82, its 
really putting the monument at 
risk and it has to be moved. 

‘It’s taken nearly two years of 
work and I feel, if these people 
get their way, it won’t happen 
and there is limited time to get 
grants etc and with the water 
coming off the hill people want 
to distance themselves from it.

‘The community council 
is ignoring the community’s 
wishes because they don’t 
match their own.’

Mr MacAskill added: ‘I have 
withdrawn myself from it as I 
feel they are working to their 
own agenda, working against 
it. I feel now, without support 
for this project, it’s not going to 
go any further and I don’t feel 
I can trust the people involved 
in it.’

KATIE CARABINE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Bogus car 
part warning 
issued

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Action group’s anger 
over link road report

A heavy truck thunders by the memorial, which is situated on the edge of the busy A82.
 Photograph by John Paul Peebles, Abrightside Photography.

Ferry returns to Knoydart

Police 
fi les

BROADBAND provision in the West 
Highlands is again under scrutiny with 
users in Morvern telling of mounting frus-
tration at patchy service and long waiting 
times for repairs.

The Oban Times has learned that the 
problems have been particularly acute 
around Lochaline since Christmas, with 
users complaining of intermittent internet 
and phone connectivity.

Ongoing problems with ageing infrastruc-
ture seem to have been exacerbated by the 
variety of different service providers sup-
plying broadband and telephone services 
through lines and exchanges managed by 
BT Openreach.

Customers are finding that faults have to 
be raised with service providers first, which 
then have to liaise with BT Openreach to 
resolve matters. Community members say 
this system is complicated, lacks clarity 
and it can take three to four weeks to have 
complaints addressed. It is understood that 
a petition put up in Lochaline GP surgery 
recently, calling for more accountability 
from BT on the issue, has gained more than 
100 signatures.

Local historian Iain Thornber has long 
experience of campaigning for better 
broadband in Morven. He told The Oban 
Times: ‘For almost a week recently there 
was no internet connection with the outside 
world occasioned, we believe, by a gust of 
wind moving a microwave dish by a few 

millimetres at the local exchange. It seems 
odd that while one nation can put a robot 
on Mars 140 million miles away, another 
is incapable of aligning two basic bits of 
equipment six miles apart across the Sound 
of Mull.’

He added: ‘To some who use the internet 
now and again for social purposes, the 
interruption was probably neither here 
nor there. To others who depend on it for 
their livelihood, it amounted to significant 
inconvenience and loss of earnings. Super 
fast broadband for Morvern. What a joke!’

Under the Digital Scotland Superfast 
Broadband programme, the Scottish 
Government and partners including BT 
have committed to extending high speed 
fibre broadband to around 84 per cent of 
homes and businesses in the Highlands and 
islands by the end of 2016.

Customers in Lochaline are not yet 
eligible for the upgrade, but according 
to BT, should be able to access estimated 
line speeds of between 3.5Mbps-7.5 
Mbps - theoretically fast enough to watch 
streaming TV services such as BBC iPlayer 
and Netflix.

As well as the impact on leisure and 
businesses, the issue has potential conse-
quences for NHS patients. 

According to Lochaline GP Dr Susan 
Taylor, much of the work of doctors in 
rural and remote areas now needs reliable 
broadband connections.

As well as being able to make electronic 
referrals to hospitals, send ECGs for im-
mediate reporting and allow email access 
to colleagues, video conferencing is also 
increasingly being used so patients can see 
and speak to hospital consultants based in 
Inverness or Fort William, avoiding the 
need for long journeys.

Dr Taylor said: ‘When connections are 
poor, we can waste a great deal of time 
making sure information has been sent 
correctly - if you are creating a long referral 
letter and the system keeps crashing, you 
may have to wait a day to complete a simple 
task. There is no point having excellent IT 
systems in our surgeries if we are not con-
nected to reliable speedy broadband links.’

A spokesman for BT said: ‘If you’re 
experiencing problems with service, then 
report it to your service provider, and that 
will mean the fault will be investigated. We 
do take every fault that’s reported to us 
seriously, and we will look into them.’

On the roll-out of fibre optic connections, 
he added: ‘We will not just meet our phase 
one target of 84 per cent coverage before 
the programme ends, we’re pushing hard 
to exceed it. Our ambition is to work with 
local communities to agree a suitable and 
affordable option to bring fibre broadband 
to an area where the Digital Scotland 
programme may not be going. We are also 
looking at alternative technologies which 
could benefit the most remote areas.’

Growing frustration over lack of 
reliable broadband in Morvern

AN APPEAL by the former owner of a 
Highland hotel to have his conviction for 
human trafficking overturned has failed.

Shamsul Arefin was sentenced to three 
years in jail after treating four Bangladeshi 
workers as ‘modern-day slaves’ at the Stew-
art Hotel, near Appin, Argyll.

Appeal judges Lord Carloway, Lord 
Menzies and Lady Cosgrove rejected legal 
arguments made by Arefin’s lawyers.

The written ruling, issued on Monday, 
stated: ‘The offences here were callous, 
deliberate and planned for the purposes of 
gain. As a result, considerable hardship was 
suffered by the complainers and, no doubt, 
their families.   

‘The jury had held that there had been no 
intention to pay the men in terms of the of-
fers of employment.  The anticipated wages 
of around £18,000 per annum were simply 

not realised. There were very substantial 
deposits, obtained from the men, which 
were never returned.  

‘It is not without significance that the ap-
pellant’s previous convictions include, not 
only an assault upon his wife from 2007, but 
two sexual assaults upon hotel employees, 
who had come from abroad, in 2013.  

‘Although these are not directly analo-
gous, they have some bearing on sentence.’

Judges reject human traffi cking conviction appeal 

A CELEBRATION of Scot-
land’s national dish will take 
place in Lochaber next week.

The Highland Haggis 
Festival will celebrate one of 
Scotland’s best-known foods, 
in attempt to attract visitors 
from across the country. 

The community project, 
which is supervised by the 
Glen Spean and Great Glen 
Tourism Marketing Group, is 
due to take place on Saturday 
April 16 and Sunday April 17 
in Spean Bridge. 

Celebrations will begin in 
Spean Bridge Community 
Hall from 7pm, with a chance 
to fill up the country’s best 
haggis and dance to the Sileas 
Sinclair Band. 

Donald Cameron of Locheil 
will open the main event of 
the weekend at Spean Bridge 

Primary School from 1pm to 
5pm on Sunday. With a series 
of events to suit everyone, the 
festival gives the chance to 
sample and take home some 
of the finest haggis. 

Culinary demonstrations 
will be provided by some of 
the most innovative chefs in 
the area, including Scott Kelly 
of Letterfinlay Lodge Hotel, 
Allan Donald from Laroch 
Restaurant, Ballachulish 
and Spean Bridge’s own Ben 
Martin of the Station Bar and 
Restaurant.

Other events will include a 
haggis-flinging competition 
and a haggis hunt around 
Spean Bridge. In the run up to 
the weekend’s events, young-
sters have the chance to win 
a competition designing their 
own Cordon Bleu dish.

Spean Bridge hosts 
haggis celebrations

THE FUNERAL for a young 
couple who died on Ben Nevis 
recently took place in Fort 
William on Wednesday April 6.

Rachel Slater, 24, and Tom 
Newton, 27, were reported 
missing after failing to return 
from a Valentine’s day hike on 
the mountain.

After weeks of searching by 
Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team (LMRT), the couple were 
found buried under snow on 
the North Face on March 23. It 
is believed they were hit by an 
avalanche.

A private service was held 
in Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Church, where there was a 
collection for LMRT, before the 
couple were laid to rest togeth-
er in Glen Nevis cemetery.

Members of LMRT acted as 
pall bearers and two members 
played laments on the bag-
pipes at the burial.

Climbing 
couple 
laid to rest

www.facebook.com/obantimes

The Oban 
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The 
community 
council is 
ignoring the 
community’s 
wishes ”

Mel MacAskill



Thursday 14 April, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk

7

8

9

THE BRAND new Inveraray Co-op food store 
opened this week in purpose-built premises, 
constructed using innovative engineering techniques.

Responsible for designing and building the new 
store has been MacLeod Construction Ltd, and 
the project is something the firm clearly takes great 
pride in.

The Lochgilphead-based company was given a 
brief to construct a 4,500-square foot building with 
no supporting pillars to interfere with floor space.

The firm, with its own state-of-the-art timber frame 
fabrication unit in Lochgilphead, decided to use a 
timber frame construction. Sounds straightforward 
- until the span of unsupported roof truss required 
is considered.

The 14.5-metre span is believed to be have no 
equal in Argyll. The carefully calculated design is 
just about at the limit of timber construction, but 
choosing timber over steel had other advantages - it 
kept construction jobs within Argyll.

In line with requirements laid down by Historic 
Scotland, the new store’s distinctive exterior design 
is intended to blend in with the rest of the 18th 
Century planned town’s unique architecture.

‘Right from the planning stage, Historic Scotland 
was involved,’ said Greig MacLeod, the firm’s 
business development manager.

‘There was a lot of discussion over things like 
the building’s height, materials and features, but I 
think what we’ve ended up with is very pleasing. It is 
white in colour, to blend in with the wider Inveraray 
townscape, and the slate roof also adds something 
to the look.’

MacLeod Construction Ltd has come a long way 
since the early days. When twin brothers Murdo and 
Kenny MacLeod founded the business in 1975, it 
was a simple house builder. It is now a major Argyll 
employer, with a reputation for building quality 
homes, commercial buildings and community 
structures. A factory in Lochgilphead produces kits 
for residential and commercial properties of every 
size, shape and type. 

‘The Inveraray project went really smoothly, and 
we’re delighted with the building,’ said company 
director Kenny MacLeod. 

‘It is designed to blend in with the historic town of 
Inveraray and the new store should be an asset to the 
people of the area.’

He continued: ‘There is a lot of high level 
engineering in the building, because of both the width 
and height, and we’re pleased with the outcome. A lot 
of this success is due to the help and support we’ve 
had from our architect, Mike McLellan of CMA and 
from structural engineer Neil Ferguson of Cowal 
Design Consultants.’

The new occupier of the building is impressed with 
the outcome.

Inveraray Co-op store manager Paul Neilson said: 
‘The new building allows the shoppers of Inveraray 
to have a purpose-built supermarket where they can 
come along and do a trolley shop and have a great 
shopping experience.

‘There’s ample space, plenty of parking and we’re 
just delighted.’

The new store represents a £600,000 investment by 
the Co-op, and will focus on fresh, healthy foods and 
essentials.

Paul added: ‘MacLeod’s have done a really great 
job with the building. It looks fantastic inside and 
out, and every member of staff can’t wait to get going 
at our new Inveraray store.’

Fresh food, fresh design for new Inveraray supermarket

‘MacLeod’s have done a really 

great job with t
he building. It 

looks fantastic 
inside and out, 

and every member of staff 

can’t wait to ge
t going at our 

new Inveraray st
ore.’

Inveraray Co-op store manager, Paul Neilson
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OBAN Celtic rock band 
Angus Smith and North 
56 made it through to the 
CalMac Culture Music 2016 
competition final in Glasgow 
last week, but just failed to 
make the festival cut, writes 
Sandy Neil.

Aspiring original sing-
er-songwriters competed for 
just a handful of slots at music 
festivals around Scotland in 
the third annual contest run 
by ferry operator Caledonian 
MacBrayne.

Over the last few months, 96 
entrants were whittled down 
to nine, to win a place in the 
live final in King Tuts Wah 
Wah Hut on Thursday March 

31, where they performed 
in front of judges from eight 
Scottish music festivals who 
each chose an act to perform 
on their stage. 

James Edwyn and the Bor-
rowed Band won most slots at 
Oban Live, Best of the West, 
Tiree Music Festival and 
Hebridean Celtic Festival, 
while Dumb Instrument 
were selected for the Iona 
Music Festival and Mull of 
Kintyre Festival. ButeFest 
picked four: Kat Healy, Bella 
Gaffney, Tom Vevers and 
The Begbies. 

Angus Smith and North 56 
were disappointed not to be 
chosen, alongside two other 

acts, Whitehill Grove and 
Alex Maxwell. 

Angus, a singer-songwriter 
in Gaelic and English, told 
us: ‘We were up against a lot 
of good acts. We didn’t fit the 
bill of what the promoters 
were looking for.’ 

However the group, named 
after Oban’s latitude at 56 
degrees north, is looking for-
ward, releasing its first album, 
Seo (‘Here’), this June. The 
album has been recorded at 
Oban studio Nutshell Music.

CalMac event organiser 
Amanda Burns praised the 
quality of the acts, saying: 
‘We had almost 100 entries 
and the standard was so high. 

Narrowing down a shortlist 
of finalists was very hard 
and the nine singers and 
bands which made it through 
should be really proud.

‘We had a great crowd turn 
out for the final and all the 
acts played brilliantly. The 
choices are then down to the 
judges, one judge from each 
festival. 

‘And they had a really hard 
time making their decisions. 
One or two found it so diffi-
cult they chose more than one 
act, which was unexpected, 
but great news. 

‘We would like to thank 
all the fantastic bands and 
singers who took part.’

Oban � ve-piece narrowly miss 
out on summer festival slots

THE SEA has always been a 
strong part of Highland music 
and song.  

This is reflected in the 
subject matter, the language, 
the metaphors, the symbolism 
and the stories told in so many 
songs of the tradition.  This is 
to be expected, as in the coastal 
communities and islands of 
Gaelic-speaking Scotland the 
sea is a constant presence. It is 
our road to the world, it is our 
path to home, it encompasses 
beauty and power in equal 
measure, it is a provider of live-
lihoods and it is sadly the taker 
of lives.  Last week we felt again 
the cruel nature of life at sea.  

Our lives on earth are unpre-
dictable but for those who work 
on the sea, the fickle nature of 
our existence is accentuated.  

We don’t know what caused 
the fishing vessel Louisa to sink 
while at anchor on the east side 
of Mingulay and we don’t know 
why the boat’s life-raft did not 
inflate properly. Both these 
events would probably have 
been caused by something sim-
ple and unpredictable. When 
these unforeseeable and poten-
tially minor incidents occur, the 
response of the sea as it was in 
this case can be swift, ruthless, 
uncaring and irreversible.  

The lyrics below are from an 

unfinished song that I com-
posed many years ago follow-
ing the Iona tragedy of 1998.  
As with the sad events of last 
week, four fit, young and able 
men were on the sea and with 
a slight turn of fate three lives 
were cut short and one man 
will be affected for the rest of 
his days by what he thankfully 
lived through. 

Our attraction and love of the 
ocean is deep and powerful but 
the sea will never be tamed.  
While we live and work on it we 
will experience the bounties, 
the hardships and tragedies 
borne by the powerful and 
eternal cycle of the sea. 

The Heartless 
Ocean
The moving of the tide
The golden sun on a sparkling ocean
Beauty hides the cruel side
And power of the sea

Chorus
It gives and takes away,
Dear the toll we pay.
The poles of life will be - 
Uncaring is the sea.

The rhythm of the waves
The sound of surf on a distant shoreline
Pulls you in your heart to win
Enchanting is the sea

See tranquil waters calm
See violent wrath of a sea in anger
A giving well to a raging hell
From saint to Satan’s curse

The ruthless hand of fate
Encompassed both in its power and plenty
The sea is blind, not cruel nor kind
But holds you at its will

Four men sailing home
All young men who were able seamen
By the dawn three men were gone
All taken by the sea

It cares not for your love
No quarter moved for a grieving parent
Worse the hell a child to tell
Your dad’s not sailing home.

The cycle of the sea

Hebridean 
queen excited 
to be playing 
Oban Live
GAELIC folk singer Julie 
Fowlis has told The Oban Times 
she is looking forward to playing 
with the unique line up at the 
Oban Live festival in May, writes 
Sandy Neil.

The open-air concert at Oban’s 
Mossfield Stadium on May 13 
and 14 also features Skippinish, 
Aly Bain and Phil Cunningham, 
Hunter and the Bear, JJ Gil-
mour, We Banjo 3, Wolfstone 
and Blair Douglas. 

On Saturday night, Julie will 
perform alongside KT Tunstall, 
Skerryvore and Capercaillie. 

‘It’s a lovely line-up to be in-
volved in,’ she said. ‘We’re going 
to be up on stage with friends: 
with your peers and people you 
look up to so much, especially 
Karen Matheson of Capercail-
lie. You’ll probably never see 
these four acts on the same stage 
together again and that’s what’s 
magical about these festivals.’

The singer-songwriter and 
multi-instrumentalist has per-
formed live on stages around the 
globe, from Highland and island 
village halls to theatres in Paris 
and New York – and at the open-
ing ceremony of the 2014 Glas-
gow Commonwealth Games, in 
front of a TV audience of more 
than one billion. 

‘Oban is one corner we haven’t 
played for a long time,’ she said. 
‘When you’re playing Highland 
songs away from home, ironi-
cally those corners are hardest 
to get back to, where you learnt 

your craft.’
Julie, 35, grew up in a Gael-

ic-speaking community on 
North Uist, where her parents 
ran a hotel. 

‘Music was part of the fabric of 
growing up on North Uist,’ she 
remembered. 

‘Gaelic music was visual and 
audible in everyday life as, or 
if not more, important as the 
other music I was hearing in the 
charts.’ 

Later she expanded her Celtic 
song repertoire, studying the 
Gaelic language and traditional 
Scottish music at Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig on the Isle of Skye, and 
working as a music development 
officer with Fèis Rois in Ross-
shire.

‘When I started singing profes-
sionally, I didn’t know what else 
to sing,’ she said. ‘I didn’t have 
a store of English songs I felt 
interested in, or moved enough 
to record and perform, whereas 
with the Gaelic songs I did.’ 

Nevertheless, Julie’s ‘crystal-
line’ and ‘intoxicating’ vocals 
became most recognised for 
two English songs, Touch the Sky 
and Into the Open Air, from the 
BAFTA-winning animated film 
Brave in 2012. 

Throughout her career, she has 
aimed to research and revive 
Gaelic songs, gathered from 
libraries and on tour at home 
and abroad. 

She explained: ‘It’s a mix of 
learning songs from other peo-

ple, their stories and how they 
learned the songs, so you feel 
like you’re a link in the chain.’ 

Today Julie presents the BBC 
Alba TV show Port, in which 
she and Nic Amhlaoibh travel 
around Scotland and Ireland 
highlighting local folk musicians 
and cultures. 

Scotland’s traditional music 
scene is ‘definitely healthier’ 
than when she grew up, she said, 
which she attributes to growing 
opportunities for tuition, popu-
lar events like the Fèis and Mòd 
– the annual festivals of Scottish 
Gaelic song, arts and culture 
– and to BBC Alba which, she 
says, ‘makes Gaelic every day 
and makes it accessible’.

Currently Julie lives in 
Dingwall with her husband, 
the bouzouki and fiddle player 
Éamonn Doorley, and their two 
daughters Éabha and Niamh. 

Describing the couple’s mu-
sical style, she explained: ‘We 
have our own sound, my own 
voice and my husband’s style 
of bazouki playing. Songs start 
with the two of us, our two voic-
es at the heart of it and the other 
music layers on top of that.’ 

In Oban they will be per-
forming some songs from their 
latest album Gach Sgeul (‘Every 
Story’), but asked to reveal more 
of their playlist, she decides to 
keep it a surprise, saying: ‘We’re 
playing in Germany next week 
and I barely know what we’ll be 
singing then.’
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MORE than 750 people ‘walked 
this road together’ and attended a 
sell-out charity concert last week-
ing, raising around £13,000 in the 
process.

DMI Cancer Trust’s third annual 
We’ll Walk This Road Together 
concert featured three traditional 
Scottish music bands - Mánran, Trail 
West and Skippinish.

Neil ‘Nonnie’ MacInnes, a founder 

of DMI Cancer Trust, said: ‘Tonight 
has been amazing. Everyone is turn-
ing out as they know the money is 
going to good local causes. 

‘There are quite a lot of people who 
are suffering in our own area and this 
money will go towards helping them.

‘Tonight has been exactly the same 
as the previous two years. The bands 
are the best you can get.

‘They absolutely love playing here as 

they know it’s one of the best gigs to 
play - the crowd are so up for it.

‘The money will be split between 
Marie Curie Highlands and Cancer 
Research UK so people in this area 
get the immediate care. 

‘We raised £13,000 on the night and 
have raised £43,000 in total for the 
charities.’

The night was also a special one for 
Skipinnish. The band played together 

for the last time with lead-singer, 
Robert Robertson and keyboard 
player Ross Wilson and welcomed 
new additions - singer and guitarist 
Norrie MacIver; Jonathan Gillespie 
on keyboard and Rory Grindlay on 
drums.

Robert Robertson said: ‘First and 
foremost, the night was about a really 
wonderful cause. People gathered 750 
strong to support DMI cancer Trust 

and it was a privilege to have been 
part of that. I’m full of admiration 
for the work Nonnie and his team put 
into the event.

‘It was a lovely night for me. It was 
one last chance to have a tune and 
good craic with the Skipinnish boys at 
a big gig and we all made the most of 
that and enjoyed ourselves. 

‘It was also great to perform again 
in front of a big Oban crowd, many of 

whom had travelled quite a distance, 
and who were all really responsive 
and supportive as always. 

‘I also very much enjoyed hearing 
the new Skipinnish line-up and I wish 
the boys all the best for the future. 

‘Although playing music is still 
totally what I’m going to focus on, 
I’ll always have brilliant memories of 
playing with Skipinnish and this Oban 
gig was one of the very best.’

Cancer Trust’s third ‘walk this road together’ 
concert hits all the right notes for charities 

Skipinnish kept the ceilidh 
going and took the stage 

midway through the night last 
weekend. 17_t16dmiconcert08

Mánran entertain the crowd at the sell-out 
charity concert. 17_t16dmiconcert11.

Right: Event organiser Neil ‘Nonnie’ 
MacInnes with Sandy Woods, 
one of the 750 people who 
bough a ticket for the 
concert. 17_t16dmiconcert03

Left: Members of 
the audience pose 
for a photograph 
before the � nal 
band, Mánran, 
performed. 
17_t16dmicon-

cert10

Right: Event organiser Neil ‘Nonnie’ 
MacInnes with Sandy Woods, 
one of the 750 people who 
bough a ticket for the 
concert. 

Left: Members of 
the audience pose 
for a photograph 
before the � nal 
band, Mánran, 
performed. 
17_t16dmicon-

cert10

The crowd put their hands in the 
air and sing along with Skipinn-
ish. 17_t16dmiconcert06
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community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057
MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen

TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with Doug 
Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 Drivetime 
with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & Ken, 
2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and 
Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian Blair-
Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 Sports 
View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 2000 
Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning Live 
with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View with the 
Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station

For requests, competitions or questions please 

15 April - 21 April
Batman v Superman: (12A)
Daily Except Sat, Sun: 17:45, Sat: 17:30, Sun: 16:30

Fearing the actions of Superman are left unchecked, 
Batman takes on Superman, while the world wrestles 
with what kind of a hero it really needs. With Batman and 
Superman � ghting each other, a new threat, Doomsday, 
is created by Lex Luthor. It’s up to Superman and Batman 
to set aside their di� erences along with Wonder Woman 
to stop Lex Luthor and Doomsday from destroying 
Metropolis.

Kids Club: Pocahontas (U)
Sat: 11:00

Children’s Classic: An English soldier and the daughter 
of an Algonquin chief share a romance when English 
colonists invade seventeenth century Virginia. Adults and 
children £2 entry.

My Big Fat Greek Wedding 2 (12A)
Daily Except Sat, Sun: 20:45, Sat: 20:30, Sun: 19:30

The long-awaited follow-up to the highest-grossing ro-
mantic comedy of all time. Written by Academy Award(r) 
nominee Nia Vardalos, who stars alongside the entire 
returning cast of favourites, the � lm reveals a Portokalos 
family secret that will bring the beloved characters back 
together for an even bigger and Greeker wedding.

The Jungle Book (PG)
Fri, Mon, Wed: 12:30,14:30, Sat: 12:30,15:00, Sun: 
12:00,14:00, Tue, Thu: 14:30,17:30
3D: Fri, Sat, Mon, Wed: 17:30, Sun: 17:00, Tue, Thu: 12:30

The Jungle Book is an all-new live-action epic adventure 
about Mowgli (newcomer Neel Sethi), a man-cub raised 
in the jungle by a family of wolves, who embarks on a 
captivating journey of self discovery when he’s forced to 
abandon the only home he’s ever known.

The Witch (15)
Daily Except Sun: 20:00, Sun: 19:30

New England, 1630: William and Katherine lead a devout 
Christian life, homesteading on the edge of an impassi-
ble wilderness, with � ve children. When their newborn 
son mysteriously vanishes and their crops fail, the family 
begins to turn on one another. ‘The Witch’ is a chilling 
portrait of a family unraveling within their own fears and 
anxieties, leaving them prey for an inescapable evil.

Zootropolis (PG) 
Daily Except Sat, Sun: 12:00,15:00, Sat: 12:30,15:00, Sun: 
11:30,14:30

In the animal city of Zootropolis, a fast-talking fox who is 
trying to make it big goes on the run when he’s framed 
for a crime he didn’t commit. Zootropolis’s top cop, a 
self-righteous rabbit, is hot on his tail, but when both 
become targets of a conspiracy, they’re forced to team 
up and discover even natural enemies can become best 
friends.

Coming Soon
Kids Club: The Prince of Egypt (U)
23/04/2016

Children’s Classic. An Egyptian prince learns of his 
identity as a Hebrew and, later, his destiny to become the 
chosen deliverer of his people.

Kids Club: Toy Story 2 (U)
25/04/2016

Children’s Classic. When Woody is stolen by a toy collec-
tor, Buzz and his friends vow to rescue him, but Woody 
� nds the idea of immortality in a museum tempting.

The Huntsman:Winter’s War (12A)
22/04/2016

As two evil sisters prepare to conquer the land; two ren-
egades - Eric the Huntsman who previously aided Snow 
White in defeating Ravenna, and his forbidden lover Sara 
set out to stop them.

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

community-owned and run

The Oban Times has teamed up with Oban Live to offer one lucky winner a pair of VIP tickets 
to the two-day, open air concert at Mossfield Stadium, Oban on May 13 and 14. The VIP tickets, 
worth £99 each, include check-in at the VIP arrivals desk, access to the VIP bar and luxury toilets, 
an exclusive Oban Live VIP lanyard and free entry to the after party at Skipinnish Ceilidh House, 
May 13 and 14. There is also a pair of two-day standard tickets for one lucky runner up, worth 
£60 each.

Oban Live will see headline act and Grammy Award-nominated songstress KT Tunstall take to 
the stage, preceding a list of exciting live acts, including Skerryvore, Capercaillie, Julie Fowlis, 
Wolfstone, Hunter and the Bear, Skipinnish and many more. Visit obanlive.com. Tickets are also 
available to buy from the Bid4Oban office on Stevenson Street, Oban.  

To enter, simply answer this easy question, complete the form below and post it to The Oban 
Times, Oban Live competition, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Entries must be received by 
Tuesday April 26, 2016. 

Question: Which 2012 Disney film included the song Touch the Sky by 
Julie Fowlis on its soundtrack? 
a) The Lion King  b) The Little Mermaid  c) Brave

Terms and conditions: Over 18s only. Winners with the correct answer will be selected at random after the closing date.  The prize is not 
transferable or redeemable for cash equivalent.  The Editor’s decision is final. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. Winners may be asked 
to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. The competition is not open to Wyvex Media and associated 
company employees and their families. Digital subscribers can enter by post by sending us a letter with your answer, contact details and email 
address, along with a note to explain that you are a digital subscriber. The closing date for entries is midnight, Tuesday April 26, 2016. All tickets 
are subject to Oban Live terms and conditions which can be found at www.obanlive.com.

Answer ............................................................................................................................................

Name ...............................................................................................................................................

Address ...........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

Telephone .......................................................................................................................................

Email ...............................................................................................................................................

 Please tick here if you would NOT like to receive any information on events and promotions 
from The Oban Times. 
 Please tick here if you would like us to share your details with Oban Live so they can contact 
you with further information.

CALMAC’S campaign for sum-
mer 2016 has firmly stuck on a fun 
badge to challenge the doubting 
millennial visitor to head for the 
isles. So hold on to your (woolly) 
hats!

Two slightly doubting ‘Eejits’, 
under the guide of CalMac’s 
‘handy’ representative – Brian 
Ferry, a rather swanky Harris 
Tweed clad being – go undercover 
on a series of adventures with 

Scotland’s favourite ferry folk. 
What those ‘Eejits’ lack in general 
savvy, though, they make up for in 
enthusiasm, throwing themselves 
into everything from historical 
immersion on Bute to Segway 
riding on Arran, having a laugh 
and discovering that there’s more 
to the islands than they thought.

And they also find that, with re-
duced fares as a result of the final 
rollout of RET across the whole 

network, it’s fantastic value and 
there’s more left over for a good 
time (fun, food and beer) than 
they could ever have imagined.

CalMac’s head of commer-
cial Graeme MacFarlan said: 
‘Research has shown that our 
traditional campaigns work for 
audiences well-versed in who we 
are as a company and what we 
do. But they seem to mean less to 
younger audiences who are, after 

all, the new generation of custom-
ers across the network.

‘We know this campaign is not 
going to appeal to everyone, but 
the objective of the Eejits was to 
create an edgy online presence 
that was creative and would 
attract the elusive millennials – 
the 18-35-year-olds. It is a fresh, 
modern and memorable approach 
which showcases a snapshot of the 
range of activities, destinations 

and value-for-money on offer 
across our network. And we are 
confident it will be a hit.’

Keep an eye open across Cal-
Mac’s social media channels and 
website for the ‘Eejits’ in a series 
of four instalments, which are out 
now.  

The two ‘Eejits’ are, in fact, the 
BAFTA Scotland-nominated 
Something Something duo of Ian 
Greenhill and Jordan Laird.

ARGYLL 
ANIMAL AID
 at Congregational 

Church Hall
 Saturday 16th April 

11am until 3pm
 Home Baking to buy

Bits and Bobs
Books • Bric a Brac

 Pop in and support us

Oban & Lorn Strathspey & 
Reel Society

Fiddlers Rally 
Concert

Saturday 23 April 2016
Corran Halls, Oban, 7.30pm

With Robert Robertson 
& Ross Wilson

Of Skipinnish and Maurice 
Duncan, Champion Fiddler.
Tickets £8 and £7.50 from 

Corran Halls, 01631 567333

Cancer Research 
Committee
Oban Branch 

BINGO NIGHT 
in the Masonic Hall
Albany Street, Oban

on Friday 15th April 2016
7.30pm
Raffle

SOUP 
LUNCH 
Glencruitten 
Church Hall 

Saturday 16th April 
12pm-2pm

Donations on the door
** All proceeds to funds

for Oban Gaelic Choir

Oban and Lorn Dementia 
Support Group

COFFEE 
MORNING
Glencruitten Road

Church Hall
23 April, 10am - 12 noon

All the usual stalls
Any donations gratefully 

accepted

CalMac enlists the unlikely help of the ‘Eejits’ 
to show millennials what they are missing

Young artists hit the trail with wildlife works

Brian Ferry hands out wisdom to the ‘Eejits’ as they tour some of Scotland’s islands – kicking o�  at the Park Bar in Glasgow, before making their way to the ferry.

A TILE trail of wildlife artworks by 
Argyll schoolchildren has been laid 
at Moine Mhor National Nature 
Reserve near Bellanoch, one of Eu-
rope’s rarest and most threatened 
natural wildlife habitats.

Young artists from Lochgilphead 
high and Kilmartin and Glassary 
primary schools, helped by local 
artist Lesley Burr and Kilmartin 
Museum’s Madeleine Conn, con-

tributed to the series of ceramic 
tiles, inspired by the diversity of 
plants and animals that live on the 
raised bog, such as hen harriers, 
otters and the rare marsh fritillary.

Using the themes of absence and 
presence, the trail also celebrates 
Moine Mhor’s cultural heritage, 
remembering the people who once 
lived and worked in the area. 

The display is laid along the 

reserve’s appropriately named 
Tileworks Nature Trail, near the 
former Tileworks Cottage. The 
tile works was set up by Poltalloch 
Estate in the early 19th century to 
make drainage pipes for farmland 
and bricks and roof tiles for the new 
town of Kilmartin.

At nearby Taynish National 
Nature Reserve, wildlife artist Jane 
Smith begins a year-long stint as 

artist in residence this week. Having 
travelled the world making wildlife 
films for the BBC and National 
Geographic, Jane is now settled 
on Scotland’s west coast where 
she produces wildlife art using 
paint and a variety of print-making 
techniques. A book of her work and 
studies - Wild Island - a Year In The 
Hebrides - was published in March.

Jane said: ‘I’m really looking 

forward to getting out into Taynish. 
Being a temperate rainforest, the 
wood is looking wonderfully green 
and luscious after the wet winter.’

Through a series of events over her 
residency, Jane will use her knowl-
edge of Taynish’s wildlife to capture 
the many unobserved dramas which 
happen every day on the reserve. 
Jane plans to host her first event on 
the reserve towards the end of May.

Tickets on sale NOW
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In this series, The Oban Times’ resident Bodach (Gaelic: old man and, by experience, often a storyteller) looks through archive material 
for articles and pictures that preserve moments from the past. There is always a back story – and sometimes a future one. Bodach

Get in touch with your stories at bodach@obantimes.co.uk

A MAN from Tayvallich will 
show off his model ships at 
an exhibition in Glasgow this 
weekend.

John McNulty, who builds his 
models when he is not working 
as a pharmacist, will show them 
off at the Ship Ahoy event in 
the city’s Riverside Museum. 

Mr McNulty’s ships are 11ft 
in length and are remote con-
trolled, travelling at ‘walking 
pace’.

He said: ‘It’s good to be invited 
to the exhibition. Last year it was 
in Irvine and there were quite a 
number of groups taking part in 
it. It’s quite a get together.

‘It was well attended and con-
sidered to be a success. This 
is the fourth or fifth year they 
have run Ship Ahoy.

‘It’s to raise awareness of our 
maritime heritage, which is 
very strong in the west coast of 
Scotland.’

The event will host a variety 
of exhibitors and will take 
place on Saturday April 16 
from 10am-4pm. Entry is free 
for everyone.

Tayvallich model maker sets 
sail for Glasgow exhibition

John McNulty with one of his models.

THIS photograph could have 
been taken in the 1940s. The 
Clyde puffer Kaffir is beached 
at Iona and is being unloaded 
into a trailer pulled by a 
Ferguson TE series tractor. 
The MacBrayne steamer King 
George V glides past on her 
way to Staffa.

In fact this famous picture 
by [David] Webster of Oban 
could have been taken as 
recently as the 1970s. An 
estimated one million Wee 
Grey Fergies were produced 
in Coventry and Detroit 
between 1946 and 1956 and 
a great many of them are 
still in service today. Signif-
icant numbers of surviving 
machines are to be found in 
the highlands and islands 
of Scotland – a testimony to 
the simplicity, functionality 
and reliability of the original 
design. I learned to drive on 
a 1956 model, but my dad 
preferred his 1947 one with 
the Perkins diesel engine 
conversion. They were sold 
locally after he died, but those 
farmers are also long gone, so 
the whereabouts or condition 
of these particular tractors is 
sadly not known.

The Clyde Puffer Kaffir 
(an offensive word by today’s 
standards, but quite accept-
able two generations ago) and 
her sister ship Boer were built 
by Hay’s of Kirkintilloch in 
the 1940s for their own fleet to 

service the coastal trade. This 
colourful maritime business, 
the ‘trade’, immortalised by 
Inveraray’s Neil Munro in his 
Para Handy Tales, television 
adaptations and the Ealing 
comedy film The Maggie, 
transported any and every 
cargo imaginable between 
the mainland and the islands 
from the 1920s to the 1990s.

The design originated in the 
late 1800s and early vessels 
were meant for canal use only. 
Later developments improved 
seaworthiness so the vessels 
we are familiar with today 
were capable of longer and 
more challenging passages.

In 1941, the Ministry of 
War Transport commissioned 
the first batch of Victualing 
Inshore Craft (VICs) to 
service Royal Navy ships and 
requisition vessels and com-
mand posts around the coast.  
They were almost identical to 
the pre-war puffers, including 
the twin cylinder compound 
steam engines even as diesel 
propulsion systems had estab-
lished themselves worldwide. 
The most famous of these 
survivors is VIC 32, based 
on the Crinan Canal. She is 
owned and operated by the 
Puffer Preservation Trust,and 
available for live-aboard 
cruises on the west coast.

The Kaffir was stolen by her 
engineer from Ayr harbour in 
1974, run aground and sunk. 

The wreck is still visible at low 
tide, just north of the harbour 
entrance. The majority of the 
remaining puffer fleet was 
effectively retired in the late 
1970s, as shipping companies 
increased the capacity and 
range of their fleet vessels. 
Modern cargo ship designs 
also significantly improved 
conditions for their crews.

Turbine Steamer King 
George V  was built in Dum-
barton by William Denny and 
Brothers (on the site of the 
Scottish Maritime Museum 
Denny Test Tank) for Turbine 
Steamers Ltd in 1926, passing 
to David MacBrayne in 1935 
and Caledonian MacBrayne 
in 1973. She was in service on 
Inveraray and Campbeltown 
routes until 1935 when she 
cruised from Oban to Iona, 
Staffa and Fort William.

During WWII she served as 
a troop ship and evacuated 
4,300 men from Dunkirk 
in 1940. Returned to Clyde 
service in 1946, she ran the 
Ardrishaig mail service until 
1947 when she sailed the 
Oban route until the service 
was withdrawn in 1974. TS 
King George V did some char-
ter work until she was broken 
up in 1984.

Scotland’s maritime heritage 
is world famous, and efforts to 
preserve and celebrate it are 
to be applauded and suport-
ed. Ships and boats and the 

building of them sustained 
whole communities for two 
centuries. Brave, adventurous 
and talented men and women 
sailed them across the globe 

and protected these islands in 
two world wars. Many, many 
people have lost their lives 
at sea in active service and 
in the merchant marine and 

this week’s reminiscence is 
dedicated to their memory.

And as for Wee Grey Fer-
gies, I salute those dedicated 
enthusiasts who keep them 

going. The landscape of the 
highlands and islands would 
be poorer without them.

Bodach

The Taynuilt Hotel and Restaurant is rapidly developing a nationwide reputation as a dining destination 
and we’re o� ering Oban Times readers the chance to sample it for free.

Our competition winner and partner will � nd out what all the fuss is about with a night’s courtesy dinner, bed 
and breakfast at this historic coaching inn, recently voted the best place for informal dining in the Lomond and 
Argyll region in the 2016 Scottish Hotel Awards. The lucky couple will also enjoy aperitifs on the house!

Head Chef/Patron John McNulty uses the best locally sourced produce to deliver high quality dishes 
that would grace any restaurant in a major city centre. 

From meat and game to seafood and exciting vegetarian dishes, everything is prepared from scratch, 
including home-cured and home-smoked meat and � sh. Nestling at the foot of Ben Cruachan between 
Loch Etive and Loch Awe, it was awarded its � rst AA Rosette for culinary excellence last year. 

Under the guidance of General Manager and sommelier David Lapsley, the Taynuilt Hotel and Restau-
rant is also renowned for its wines selection and stocks around 100 malt whiskies and 50 gins. In 2015 it 
launched a specialist wines and spirits shop, The Drammery.

It is perfectly situated as a base for exploring the Hebrides and west coast.  The hotel’s 10 bedrooms are 
named after Scottish lochs, and feature antique beds and other furniture and � ttings. 

The Taynuilt Hotel and Restaurant is open Wednesdays to Sundays inclusive for lunch and dinner. To 
make a reservation call 01866-822437 or email enquiries@taynuilthotel.co.uk. 

To enter, simply answer this easy question, complete the form below and post it to The Oban Times, Taynuilt 
Hotel Competition, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Entries must be received by Tuesday April 26, 2016.
Q. Near which mountain is the Taynuilt Hotel and Restaurant situated?

Terms and conditions: Over 18s only. Winners with the correct answer will be selected at random after the closing date.  The prize is not 
transferable or redeemable for cash equivalent.  The Editor’s decision is final. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. Winners may be asked 
to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. The competition is not open to Wyvex Media and associated 
company employees and their families. Digital subscribers can enter by post by sending us a letter with your answer, contact details and email 
address, along with a note to explain that you are a digital subscriber. The closing date for entries is midnight, Tuesday April 26, 2016. Prize 
must be taken by October 30, 2016. Accommodation is subject to availability.

Answer ............................................................................................................................................

Name ...............................................................................................................................................

Address ...........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

Telephone .......................................................................................................................................

Email ...............................................................................................................................................

 Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive information, including special offers, from 
the Taynuilt Hotel and Restaurant

WIN
Dinner, bed 
and breakfast

Taynuilt 
Hotel

at  theWIN
Dinner, bed 
and breakfast

Taynuilt Taynuilt 
HotelHotelHotelTaynuilt 
HotelTaynuilt Taynuilt 
HotelTaynuilt Taynuilt 
HotelTaynuilt 
Hotel

THE SCOTTISH Sea Life 
Sanctuary at Barcaldine is 
to undergo a £325,000 rede-
velopment with new tanks, 
a new seal hospital and a 
new interactive display being 

introduced. The sanctuary, 
the oldest in the Sea Life 
network, will close for two 
weeks from Monday April 
18 to Friday April 29 as part 
of a plan to modernise and 

improve facilities. Sanctuary 
manager Kathryn Angel said: 
‘We’re hoping these improve-
ments will allow us to care 
for and protect our marine 
environment for another 37 

years to come. We’re also 
going to be building a new 
seal hospital for 2017, which 
will allow us to rescue and 
rehabilitate even more seals 
in the future.’

New tanks and seal hospital at sea life sanctuary 
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Donald 
Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,

Portree, Isle of Skye
Accounts Preparation for 

companies, sole traders and 
partnerships, charities, 

income and corporation tax, 
VAT & payroll bureau.

Business plans, start up advice.

Enquiries welcomed from: 
SKYE, THE WEST HIGHLANDS

AND WESTERN ISLES

Tel: 01478 612942
Fax: 01478 613091

offi ce@donaldrankin.co.uk

THE LARGEST of the Inner Heb-
rides, the Isle of Skye ((an t-Eilean 
Sgiathanach) takes its name from 
the Norse ‘sky-a’, which means 
‘cloud island.’ With the Cuillin 
Hills often shrouded in mist, it’s an 
appropriate name, but it could also 
be called simply magical. Verdant 
moors, rugged cliffs and mountains, 
glistening lochs and stunning coast-
line- Skye truly has it all in the nature 
department. Add to that enchanting 
castles, interesting museums, lively 
pubs and fine restaurants, no won-
der it’s one of Scotland’s top holiday 
destinations! 

Though it has been a popular des-
tination for visitors for centuries, the 

opening of the Skye 
Bridge in 1995, and 
the end of the tolls 
a decade later had a 

profound effect on the 
island, boosting trade 

and tourism and helping 
entrench the importance of 
Uig, the island’s northern port, 

as a key point of access to the Outer 
Hebrides.

Though there is plenty to do 
in the inhabited parts, the most 
profound rewards come from close 
encounters with the seascapes and 
landscapes, from little Talisker 
Bay – which shares its name with the 
island-produced Talisker whisky - to 
the Trotternish Ridge, guarded by 
the imposing rock tower of the Old 
Man of Stoor. 

Those seeking culture will find 
lots to love in Skye. Charming 
Portree is the capital, but there 
are plenty of other quaint villages 
to explore, such as Dunvegan, 
Edinbane, Staffin and Armadale. 
History buffs can’t miss Dunvegan 
Castle and Gardens, the oldest con-
tinuously inhabited castle in Scot-
land- it’s been the ancestral home 
of the Chiefs of Clan MacLeod for 
800 years. The magnificent 20,000 
acre Clan Donald Skye estate of-
fers a memorable experience, with 
historic gardens, woodland trails, a 

castle and museum. The brooding 
ruins of Knock Castle on the east 
coast of Sleat are a lovely spot for a 
picnic and photo op. 

Skye is most famous for its natural 
scenery, with plenty of opportunities 
to spot wildlife and get out in the 
pristine air. White tailed sea eagles, 
whales, dolphins, otters, seals and 
red deer are just some of the species 
that can be viewed on the island. 
Those eager to walk and climb 
will find Skye to be a world class 
destination. The Cuillin Range and 
Trotternish Ridge offers challenging 
scrambles. For those who prefer to 
enjoy a stroll, there are many great 
walks. 

The famous Fairy Pools are at 
the foot of the Black Cuillins near 
Glenbrittle. These crystal clear 
azure pools attract brave swimmers 
(the water is cold!) and photogra-
phers from around the world. 

From dynamic culture to bucolic 
tranquillity, the Isle of Skye promis-
es the holiday of a lifetime.

Tall Ship Wylde Swan is 
returning to Ullapool and 

will be o� ering sailing 
trips to local school 

children as well as paying 
guests.

Oban and Ullapool set 
to welcome tall ships

Cruise fi rm 
launches 
new ship
A NEW island cruise ship 
was launched last week with 
a splash of whisky by actress 
Barbara Rafferty, best known 
as Ella Cotter in the TV 
series Rab C Nesbitt, at Holy 
Loch Marina near Dunoon.

The Glen Etive, built on the 
Clyde at Ardmaleish Boat-
yard on the Isle of Bute, will 
transport up to 12 guests on 
six- or 10-night cruises to far-
flung Hebridean islands such 
as the Shiants and St Kilda.

The purpose-built luxury 
boat was commissioned by 
Scottish cruising company 
The Majestic Line, to join 
its sister mini-cruise ships, 
the Glen Massan and Glen 
Tarsan, which are converted 
wooden-hulled fishing trawl-
ers.

Ewan Ferguson, managing 
director of Ardmaleish 
Boatyard, said: ‘The building 
of the Glen Etive required 
many specialist skills and 
has kept the workforce fully 
employed, especially giving 
valuable experience to our 
apprentices. 

‘We have also involved local 
trades in the interior fit-out. 

‘We are proud to demon-
strate what can be achieved 
by building boats on the 
Clyde.’ 

The Majestic Line co-owner 
Andy Thoms and Barbara 

Ra� erty name the Glen Etive 
with a splash of whisky on her 

hull.

TWO tall ships are making their 
way to Oban and Ullapool in the 
coming weeks.

Tall Ship Tecla will visit Oban first 
before setting sail on April 25 for 
Ullapool.

Meanwhile Tall Ship Wylde Swan 
will be sailing from Ullapool to 
Oban from May 15-19, with a return 
leg from May 20-26.

Ullapool harbour’s association 
with tall ships dates back to 2011 
when 16 vessels visited the village 
during that year’s cruise in company 
leg of the Tall Ships’ Races.  The 

weekend was a huge success; an 
estimated 10,000 visitors enjoyed 
on-board ceilidhs, marquee dances, 
barbecues, day sails, island cruises, 
market stalls and performances by 
Ullapool and District pipe band. 

The welcome was so warm and 
friendships so well established 
that since then the association has 
enjoyed annual return visits from 
Wylde Swan and other magnificent 
schooners – Statsraad Lehmkuhl, 
Christian Radich and Tecla.   The 
sight of these sturdy, beautifully-
crafted vessels sailing into and out 

of the harbour is breathtaking.  
The local community has 

benefited in many ways.  For the 
past six years, the harbour trustees 
have sponsored more than 250 
school children to undertake day 
sails and longer sailing adventures 
to Norway, Denmark, Finland and 
beyond. Hundreds more paying 
guests have enjoyed superb voyages 
around the islands, with trips to St 
Kilda proving immensely popular.  

Harbourmaster Kevin Peach, who 
has worked tirelessly to promote 
tall ship activities on the west coast, 

said: ‘It’s almost impossible to 
overrate the experience of sailing 
around our incredible coastline on 
a tall ship.’ 

Yet again, fantastic sailing trips 
have been planned for this year, 
including a series of one-, three- 
and six-day sails.  

This will be Wylde Swan’s last visit 
to Ullapool for the foreseeable 
future, so 2016 is a great opportunity 
to sail aboard the world’s largest top 
sail schooner.  

Tecla has even more adventurous 
plans, including a trip through the 

Caledonian Canal, sailing down 
Loch Ness, and a voyage to Iceland. 

Tecla is a classic 100-year-old 
original tall ship owned and run by a 
Dutch family, with mother, son and 
daughter the skippers.  A former 
herring drifter, she’s furnished with 
eight two-person cabins and her 
small, friendly crew are hugely keen 
sailors.  Tecla arrives in Ullapool on 
April 25, while Wylde Swan arrives 
on May 10.  

For more information about sailing 
trips out of Ullapool, visit www.
ullapool-harbour.co.uk/events.

Ullapool students enjoy day sail adventure on board Wylde SwanTall Ship Wylde Swan at St KildaTall Ship Tecla

Isle of 
Skye

Situated in Armadale (Sleat), the 
award winning Skye Farm Shop 
sells and promotes Skye and High-
land produce, including our own 
Highland Beef, Stonefield Sausages, 
Sea Salts and Seaweeds, Highland 
cheeses, Island made chocolates, 
preserves and chutneys, fresh fruit 
and vegetables.  We also have a range 
of breads, biscuits & oatcakes and a 
small selection of dairy and gluten 
free produce.  Freshly ground cof-
fee, delicious cakes and homemade 
soups are also served. Regarded as a 

must visit for foodies!    
There is a wealth of great qual-

ity products available from some 
small artisan producers and we are 
delighted to support them by grad-
ually expanding on our ranges to 
meet customer demands.  We have a 
map of Scotland on our wall which 
indicates where our stock comes 
from and makes for some interesting 
viewing! 

Follow us on our Social Media sites 
to keep up to date on the latest news, 
opening hours and daily offerings!

Skye Farm Shop

THE LARGEST of the Inner Heb-
rides, the Isle of Skye ((an t-Eilean 
Sgiathanach) takes its name from 
the Norse ‘sky-a’, which means 
‘cloud island.’ With the Cuillin 
Hills often shrouded in mist, it’s an 
appropriate name, but it could also 
be called simply magical. Verdant 
moors, rugged cliffs and mountains, 
glistening lochs and stunning coast-
line- Skye truly has it all in the nature 
department. Add to that enchanting 
castles, interesting museums, lively 
pubs and fine restaurants, no won-
der it’s one of Scotland’s top holiday 
destinations! 

Though it has been a popular des-
tination for visitors for centuries, the 

opening of the Skye 

profound effect on the 
island, boosting trade 

and tourism and helping 
entrench the importance of 
Uig, the island’s northern port, 

Tall Ship Wylde Swan at St KildaTall Ship Tecla

Isle of Isle of Isle of THE LARGEST of the Inner Heb-
rides, the Isle of Skye ((an t-Eilean 
Sgiathanach) takes its name from 
the Norse ‘sky-a’, which means 
‘cloud island.’ With the Cuillin 
Hills often shrouded in mist, it’s an 
appropriate name, but it could also 
be called simply magical. Verdant 
moors, rugged cliffs and mountains, 
glistening lochs and stunning coast-
line- Skye truly has it all in the nature 
department. Add to that enchanting 
castles, interesting museums, lively 
pubs and fine restaurants, no won-
der it’s one of Scotland’s top holiday 
destinations! 

Though it has been a popular des-
tination for visitors for centuries, the 

island, boosting trade 
and tourism and helping 

entrench the importance of 
Uig, the island’s northern port, 

Isle of Isle of Isle of 
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Over 20 years in the business of nationwide 
haulage to the islands and west coast.

Experienced, reliable delivery of agricultural supplies, timber frames, 
machinery, building supplies, wind turbine components and other heavy loads.

Iain A MacKinnon Ltd. Dunfoot, Balephetrish, Isle of Tiree. PA77 6UY
e-mail: mackinnonhaulage@btconnect.com

www.mackinnonhaulage.co.uk

Nationwide freight transport to the 
West Coast and Islands.

Haulage, Plant Hire, Ground Works 
and Building supplies.

Tel: 01879220044 / 07767402937

I. A. Mackinnon 
Haulage

Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home Home &&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

April is Home 
Improvement Month

HOME Improvement Month aims 
to inspire, educate and empower 
the UK to make the most of their 
homes. � is April, choose a room 
in your home to start a home 
improvement revolution. � is is 
your chance to � nally take on that 
project, see it through and feel 
proud of the results.  

DIY
Research has shown that when it 
comes to home improvement, we’d 
much rather don our own overalls, 
get out the old paintbrushes 
and crack open the tins of paint 
ourselves.
� is Home Improvement Month, 
eight in 10 say they would rather 
do DIY themselves, and a further 
85 per cent would also rather do 
their own decorating, over hiring 
a professional to do it.
� ere are many di� erent pros and 
cons to doing DIY yourself. � e 
increasing cost of professionals 
combined with the easy access 
to purchasing your own DIY 
equipment mean it has never been 
easier to spruce up your home 

yourself.  As we’re a judgemental 
lot, and 25 per cent of us admit to 
judging the appearance of people’s 
homes, we’ve put together some 
top tips to make the best out of 
doing it yourself, making small 
improvements to your home in the 
best ways you can.  

Small Storage Solutions
Storage can o� en be a problem, 
particularly if you live in a small 

house or � at. You have to be 
imaginative when making the 
most out of your home. Dead 
space underneath stairs can o� en 
be a good area to begin; you can 
add shelves, shoe racks or even a 
desk for a mini home o�  ce. 

Revive Old Furniture
Updating your furniture can seem 
daunting. It can be tempting to 
go out and buy completely new 

furniture, however, sometimes it’s 
easier to look a bit closer to home. 
Renovating your own furniture 
can be cheap and easy. An old, 
worn, wooden chest of drawers 
can be instantly improved with 
a lick of paint and some new 
handles.

Painting
� ere’s no better way of refreshing 
your home than a quick lick of 

paint. To gives your living spaces a 
quick and clean update. Make sure 
you buy a good quality paint that 
is an exact (or close) match to your 
original colour, this way you avoid 
doing a fully-� edged redecorate. 

Hiring a professional
Perhaps your home improvement 
revolution dreams are a bit bigger. 
Finding a quali� ed professional 
remodelling contractor doesn’t 
have to be a di�  cult task.  We 
have some helpful tips t o guide 
you in � nding the best remodeller 
for your project during Home 
Improvement Month.

Employ a contractor 
with an established 
business
Research names and the 
background of quali� ed remodels 
that may have been supplied by 
neighbours and friends to verify 
licensing and certi� cations. 
Discuss your project with a couple 
of contractors. Call a few from 
your list to talk about your project. 
Describe what you envision for the 
home remodel – styles you like, 
your estimated budget, and other 
ideas for the remodelling work. 
Ask them for references, and 
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check out their website or brochure 
that describes their experience and 
accomplishments. 

Ask questions about the 
contractor’s business
Asking questions can help ensure 
you hire the best professional. Do 
they have a licence? Do they have 
general liability insurance in case of 
an accident on the job? Ask to see 
a copy to verify coverage. Do they 
guarantee their work? How do they 
handle any problems that may arise on 
the project? Having these answers in 
advance will prevent future problems 
and nail down the best professional 
for the job.

Don’t make the selection 
on price alone
Many people are lured by the lowest 
price to their remodelling project, 
thinking that they have found a great 
deal. But be sceptical of unusually 
low prices. � ese bids may be more 
cost more in the end – especially if 
the contractor is cutting corners, 
not pulling permits, not calculating 
certain costs, or is inexperienced. 
Beware that the lowest price may not 
ultimately provide the best value for 
your home remodel.

Here’s what the experts suggest for April’s gardening ‘to do’ list:Spring is � nally in evidence as da� odils and � owering trees start to bloom. Expect the inevitable April showers this month but with sunny days too, when you can turn your attention to the lawn. It's an exciting month, with indoor-sown seeds well into growth, and it's also time to start sowing outdoors. Just watch out for frosts...RHSYour garden soil is likely to be in poor condition right now, a� er the wet winter has washed away many of its nutrients. So one of the very � rst jobs to do, now that the weather has warmed up, is to get the soil up to scratch – then it can nurture all your plants, just as they’re starting to grow.   Alan Titchmarsh
Climbing plants will start to grow rapidly now, so make sure they have enough support for the new growth. Extend your trellis or add more wire to arches and tripods as necessary.  Gently encourage new shoots sideways as they grow. � is sends growth hormones along the length of the shoot, rather than just to the tips which will encourage � owering all over the plant.   David Domoney

For ‘grow your own’ gardeners, vegetable growing really kicks o�  this month.  Chit and plant out second early potatoes in the � rst half of the month, main crop potatoes in the second half. It's also time to sow seed outdoors such as beetroot, carrots, Swiss chard, summer cauli� ower, kohlrabi, lettuce, leeks, radish, turnip, spring and pickling onions, peas and perpetual spinach in well-prepared soil.  Asparagus crowns and Jerusalem artichoke tubers can also be planted 
out.

Spring is here and it’s gardening time!
THE GARDEN really comes alive in April and the number of tasks to be carried 
out is considerable. Making the best use of the lengthening days is a bonus and, 
providing the weather stays good, it can be a brilliant gardening month.  In addition to 
dead-heading spring bulbs, now is the time to get planting and some seeds can be sown 
directly into the ground or into containers.

It’s also the time of year that you see the � rst leaves beginning to unfurl on early shrubs 
and trees such as Japanese maples.  An ideal choice of tree for any small, compact or 
courtyard garden, Japanese maples are great for creating a focal point in the garden and 
their natural shape and growing habit of branches make them perfect for growing in large 
patio pots.  Di� erent leaf shapes, sizes and range of colours from deep greens to yellow, 
gold, purple or even variegated patterns gives gardeners a huge variety to choose from.  
Japanese maples are Plant of the Moment in garden centres and nurseries around the UK 
which means you can add a little maple magic to your garden this month that will put on 
a show from early spring to late autumn.

Don’t forget to mulch 
any new plantings with 
compost.  In fact you 
should start mulching 
and feeding all plants 
from now on and 
throughout the summer.  
� e weeds that have been 
dormant over the winter 
will now start bursting 
into life so now is a good 
time to take control – 
and the same applies to 
the lawn, which will need 
some care and attention 
and repair of any bare 
patches. 
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TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perth-
shire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

Isuzu D-Max TD BLADE DCB
Manual, Diesel, 2015, white, 3,000 miles,  
SH15 FBC .................................. £24,500.00 +VAT
Isuzu Dmax Yukon vision
double cab – auto, diesel, 2014 – 42603 miles, black 
SF14YLK .....................................£16,250.00 +VAT
Isuzu Dmax Utah, double cab 
auto, diesel 2013, 79765 miles
SF13YXR ................................... £14,900.00 + VAT
Isuzu D-Max YUKON D/C INTCOOLER TD
Automatic, Diesel, 2012, silver, 47,093 miles,  
SG62 MJK ................................. £13,995.00 +VAT
Isuzu Dmax Eiger double cab
manual, diesel , 2012, 44872 miles, blue                
EJ12TVT ................................... £13,900.00 + VAT
Isuzu D-Max TD EIGER DCB
Manual, Diesel, 2013, blue, 47,000 miles,  
SG63 YRP .................................. £13,900.00 +VAT
Isuzu Rodeo TD RODEO DENVER DCB
Manual, Diesel, 2011, blue, 32,776 miles,  
SG61 KZU ..................................£11,300.00 +VAT
Isuzu Rodeo 2.5TD DOUBLE CAB DENVER
Manual, Diesel, 2 doors 2012, green, 47,516 
miles,  SG12 VSM ......................£10,500.00 +VAT

Isuzu Rodeo TD RODEO DENVER DCB
Manual, Diesel, 2011, black, 68,263 miles,  
MX11 HLN .................................... £9,900.00 +VAT
Great Wall Steed TD S 4X4 DCB
Manual, Diesel, 4 doors 2012, red, 20,602 miles,  
SH12 VTN ...............................................£9,500.00
Toyota Hi-Lux HL3 SWB 4X4 DCP 
Manual, Diesel, 2006, silver, 82,500 miles,  
SO55 USS ................................... £6,500.00 +VAT
Ford Kuga TITANIUM TDCI AWD
Semi Auto, Diesel, 5 doors 2011, silver, 26,256 
miles,  LR61 YYW ................................£13,800.00
Ford Ranger THUNDER 4X4 DCB TDCI 
Manual, Diesel, 2010, silver, 88,789 miles,  
SH60 VRL .................................... £9,600.00 +VAT
Land Rover Discovery 4 TDV6 GS
Automatic, Diesel, 5 doors 2010, silver, 95,500 
miles,  SK10 SVY ..................................£16,500.00
Nissan Navara DCI Tekna 4x4 DCB
auto diesel, 2015,  9900 miles – white 
KN15WJV ................................ £19,995.00 No VAT
Mitsubishi Shogun GLX Equippe LWB DI-D 
manual, diesel, 2008 -  76500 miles, silver  
PX58ZBD .................................................£9995.00

Fiat Doblo van 1.2 diesel

Tel: 07786 514 402 (Oban)

2013, 33,000 miles, 
ply-lined, roof rack, very 
tidy van inside and out.

£4,500 + VAT

Volvo C 70 convertible

Tel: 01770 830277 (Arran)

2dr 4 seats, automatic, 
grey, radio / cd, sat nav, 
full history, low mileage, 
good condition.

£1,990

Mazda 6

Tel: 07990 793317

59 plate, MOT’d 
Nov 16, high 
mileage.

£2,400 o.n.o.

Tel: 07881 863805 

Challenger Swift 520SE

4 berth caravan with full awning.
Good condition - everything works 

and is damp free. Tows well. 

£1,500 o.n.o.

Tel: 0781 0866723 (Fort William)

2014 Swift Sprite Quattro 
FB Touring Caravan

Diamond Pack, Twin Axle, 6 Berth, Electric 
Movers, All Accessories, Sat Dish & TV 

included in price, in very good condition - 
viewing a must.

£13,750

07900 806842

Orkney 16 ft long liner

Orkney 16 ft long liner with 15 
Ho 4 stroke tohatsu engine.

£2,000

Colvic 20

Tel 07979 947594

2cyl Lister 18 h, good 
sea boat, lying on 
trailer at Inveraray.

£2500 o.n.o.

20ft Vivacity yacht plus tender

Tel: 07936 150423

Isle of Mull.

£1,750

Tel 01631 562755 / 
07730094865

Ranger 460/2 2007
Two berth caravan 

Large toilet shower room
Hardly used. Excellent condition.  

£4450

Nissan Navara Pick Up

Please contact Alex on 01496 820314 
or mobile 07884024777

Colour Black, year 2009,  MOT’d till October, 
4 nearly new tyres and only 45000 genuine 
miles on the clock, tow bar, top box, pick 
up rear liner, chassis wax oiled and only 
two owners from new with no heavy work 
undertaken, the vehicle is in excellent 
condition throughout and any inspection 
welcome. 
O� ers in the region of £7000 o.n.o. 
which includes the VAT.

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS

West Coast MOTORING TIMES
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Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

from £9,495*

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range 
from £5,995*

USED CARS
65 Renault Captur DYN S Nav, 1.5 DCi , 5Dr, Grey/ Black, Delivery 
Mileage ..................................................................................£15,950
65 Renault Clio DYN, Media/Nav, 1.5Dci, 5Dr, Black, 
Delivery Mileage ....................................................................£12,950
65 Dacia Sandero Ambience, 1.5 DCi , 5dr, Silver, Delivery Mileage
.................................................................................................£8,995
14 Renault Scenic Dyn, Energy DCi, 1.5, T/tom, Black, 
15,250 miles ..........................................................................£12,950
64 Renault Twingo DYN TCE SS, 3Dr ,White, 13,600 Miles ................... £8,995
14 Dacia Duster Laureate DCi 4x2, Granite Grey 15,000 Miles ...................£10,795
14 Dacia Sandero Stepway, Ambience TCe, 5dr, Silver, 7300 Miles, £7750
63 Skoda Octavia S, TDI Estate Silver 14,000 miles ...................................£11,950

13 Renault Scenic DYN, T/Tom, 1.5 DCi., Dark Red, 41,000 Miles .................. £9,950
62/13 Renault Megane dyn, 1.6, coupe, silver, 18,000 miles ................£9,450
13 Dacia Duster Laureate DCI 4x4, Silver, 17,000 Miles .......................£10,995
12 Vauxhall Corsa, 1.4SE, 5Dr Grey, 55000 Miles ...................................£4,950
61 Renault Wind roadster, GT line 1.6 convertible, black, 
58,000 miles ........................................................................................£5,250
11 Renault Clio DYN, T/tom DCi Est 1.5, Blue, 
52,500 miles ................................................................................. £6,250
11 Peugeot 308 Access SW HDi Est, 1.5 , Black, 
46000 Miles .................................................................................. £5,995
60 Renault EXP, 1.5 DCi, 5Dr, Blue, 51,000 Miles ............................ £4,450
10 Ford Focus Zetec, 1.6 5dr , Black, 59,000 miles .......................... £5250
58 Citreon Berlingo 1.6, M-SP VTR 90, Silver, 76250 Miles............. £3,750
07 Renault Clio DYN, 1.4 5Dr, Grey, 67,500 Miles ........................... £3,250

COMMERCIALS

15 Renault Kangoo ML19 DCi, White, Delivery Mileage, Choice of 2 . POA
11 Vauxhall Combo 1700 cdti, white, 61,000 miles .............£4,250+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ............................................. £7,000 plus VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White......................................................... POA

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Scenic 1.6 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2
Volkswagen Passat DCi Renault Kangoo DCi

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Any of our pre registered or used stock can 
now be view in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. 
Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. 
Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

Car & Van Hire from both branches. FIND US 

WD Semple

Tel: 07788 476214

2010 PEUGEOT 107
1.0 12V URBAN

Only 24,000 miles, power steering, 
radio/CD, £20 road tax, MOT till 

January 2017, new tyres, new battery.

£3,300 o.n.o.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
any 4x4 vehicle, Landrover, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc, all makes and models, any 
age, mileage or condition, non runners/

MOT failures accepted.  Collection 
anywhere.  Top cash prices paid.

Telephone William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED 4x4’s
all makes and models, Toyota, 

Landrover, Mitsibushi, also light 
commercials, vans, pickups bought, 

miles no problem, MOT or not, instant 
decision, same day payment.

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED
motor homes, caravanettes and 

camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes.  Any age or condition.  We 
also buy water damaged or in need of 

repair.  Also all types of touring caravans 
from 95 onwards.

e: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
DO YOU OR YOUR 
COMPANY HAVE 

VEHICLE(S) 
YOU ARE LOOKING 
TO DISPOSE OF?

WE BUY ALL 4X4'S AND 
COMMERCIAL TYPE 

VEHICLES
(OTHER VEHICLES, 

CARS, PLANT, 
MACHINERY

CONSIDERED)
ANY AGE, MAKE, MODEL, 
MILEAGE OR CONDITION

SINGLE VEHICLES TO 
YOUR ENTIRE FLEET 

PURCHASED
WE COME TO YOU AND 

CAN DO SAMEDAY 
COLLECTION 

AND PAYMENTS
FOR FAST RESPONSE 
AND A HASSLE FREE 

SERVICE

CALL ONE OF 
OUR TEAM 

NOW


0800 002 

9966
WE COLLECT ANYWHERE 

IN SCOTLAND

£££££££

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Bridge of Orchy Village Hall Trust
Registered Charity SCO46194

Project Officer for Climate Challenge Fund Project
Full Time based in Bridge of Orchy

£25,000 p.a. gross pro rata. 
Fixed term ending 31st March 2017

The project includes the delivery of an inspiring pro-
gramme of events to raise awareness of climate chal-
lenge issues, including the insulation and re-opening 
of the Village Hall, composting and food waste, a 
transport project, a home efficiency project, vegetable 
growing, amongst others.
The project officer will have responsibility for the 
administration of the project and liaising with existing 
funders, as well fundraising and researching further 
grant applications. Social media and website skills are 
also required.
Apply with CV to glenorchyb8074@gmail.com  
BOOVHT, Arichastlich, Glen Orchy, Argyll, PA33 1BD.

Polytunnel Assistant
Working in connection with the above Climate Chal-
lenge Fund Project we require an experienced, yet 
practical gardener/horticulturalist to work in the com-
munity polytunnel, to help and to encourage novice 
growers. Initially for 3 weeks (35 hours per week) to 
set up the project, thereafter for 1 day (7.5 hours) per 
week until 31st March 2017 at the rate of £9 per hour 
gross. There will be other landscaping duties and 
hours may be extended depending on the success of 
the project.
Apply with CV to glenorchyb8074@gmail.com  
BOOVHT, Arichastlich, Glen Orchy, Argyll, PA33 1BD.

WEST HIGHLAND HOUSING ASSOCIATION Ltd

Customer Services Assistant 
EVH Band 3 [£16,210] from 1st April 2016

Temporary Position For A Period Of 1 Year

The Association is seeking to recruit a temporary 
Customer Services Assistant for a period of 1 year.  
The main purpose of this post will be to provide 
excellent front line customer service to tenants, 
applicants, owners and other stakeholders as well 
as administrative support to other sections of the 
Association.   
Applicants should possess general administration 
experience in a busy o�  ce environment.   Must be 
a good communicator and be fully competent in the 
use of Microsoft O�  ce.  
EVH conditions of service and contributory pension 
scheme are o� ered.
We are committed to diversity and encourage appli-
cations from all sectors of the community.  We are a 
Scottish Charity No SC017357.
Application packs are available from Iona Smith, 
Housing & Customer Services O�  cer. Please 
email iona@westhighlandha.co.uk for a pack
Closing date for Applications will be Wednesday 
20th April 2016, with interviews being held week 
commencing 25th April 2016.

Production Manager
Organic Salmon Farm in Co. Galway, Ireland

Bradán Beo Teo., an established organic salmon farming company in the 
west of Ireland is seeking to fill the position of Production Manager. Reporting 
to the General Manager, the successful candidate will have responsibility for 
all the day to day operations of a marine sea cage salmon farm. They will 
oversee the safe and efficient deployment of staff, seek to achieve high levels 
of stock survival, fast growth and efficient feed conversion, all with minimal 
environmental impact and in full compliance with all relevant legislation. 

The role requires the following key abilities:
• High calibre leadership and interpersonal skills; 
• Effective management of operational staff including responsibility for 
 Health & Safety;
• Ensuring that fish health and welfare is prioritised at all times;
• Ensuring that stock performance in terms of key efficiency ratios is 
 achieved to an agreed standard;
• Regular monitoring of the fish health; 
• Ensuring compliance at all times with the relevant regulations governing 
 the operations of an organic  salmon farm in Ireland;
• Providing timely  and accurate production reports to management;

An attractive remuneration package including bonus based on the biological 
performance of the stock. The job will be based in County Galway.

Please submit CV and application letter by Friday 29 April 2016 to: 
Robert Kerr, Bradán Beo Teo, Lettermullen, Co. na Gaillimhe
bobby@bradanbeo.ie

SKIPPER
We have a vacancy for the above in Oban 

from June to August 2016.
Candidates must be enthusiastic, self 

motivated, flexible, and be in possession 
of RYA Yachtmaster with commercial 

endorsement and provide high levels of 
customer service.

To apply, please forward your CV 
and certificates by post or email to;

Clyde Marine Services Ltd, 
Victoria Harbour, Greenock, PA15 1HW. 

admin@clyde-marine.co.uk

Accounts Assistant/
Bookkeeper Required

Accounts Assistant/Bookkeeper required for our Oban 
o�  ce. Training given as required. Salary dependant 
on experience.Ability to work with SAGE software an 
advantage . 

This is an opportunity to join an expanding, busy general 
practice with clients from all over Argyll and Highlands 
and Islands, the appropriate candidates will be able to 
work on their own initiative and be able to have a good 
relationship with clients and other sta� .

Please email CV to Jean Ainsley CA 
jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk

Senior Investment & Planned 
Maintenance Officer Lochgilphead
Salary £30,707 - £36,126 35 hours per week

For further information about this post or for an informal chat please contact 
David McColl, Investment Manager on 01546 605842.

Interviews will be held in Lochgilphead on Wednesday 4th May 2016

Painter Mid Argyll & Kintyre
Salary £20,753 - £24,414 37.5 hours per week

For further information about this post or for an informal chat please contact 
Andy Read, Planned Preventative Maintenance Manager on 01546 605919

Interviews will be held in Lochgilphead on Tuesday 3rd May 2016

Closing Date for both posts: 12 noon on Friday 22nd April 2016

To apply visit our website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment 
If you are unable to access the website, please contact:
Tel 01546 605917 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk

BUILDING OUR FUTURE

Operating across half of Scotland, Highlands and Islands Enterprise is one of Europe’s most highly-
regarded development agencies. HIE’s unique integration of economic and community development 
is central to its mission to generate sustainable economic growth in every part of the Highlands and 
Islands, particularly in fragile areas.

ACCOUNT MANAGER 
(managing High Growth and Development accounts) Lochgilphead
£33,305 - £39,008 per annum, excellent benefits package JOB REFERENCE: 576

We have an exciting opportunity for an experienced Account Manager. Working as part of a small team this 
is a pivotal role in providing intensive account management support to a de ned portfolio of clients with the 
ambition and potential to achieve signi cant business growth and impact on the wider economy. You will 
work productively with businesses to develop a more intensive engagement with a focus on accelerating 
business growth and development. 

To be credible in this role you will bring excellent relationship building skills, a strong interest in economic 
development coupled with a successful track record of business development. A strong knowledge of 
the Argyll business community and the sectoral opportunities present within the area is essential.

ACCOUNT MANAGER 
(managing Locally Significant accounts) Lochgilphead
£26,229 - £29,907 per annum, excellent benefits package JOB REFERENCE: 574

We have an exciting opportunity for an Account Manager. In this role you will work as part of the Argyll Area 
team to provide account management support on a mainly reactive and transactional basis in order to 
achieve business growth and impact in the local economy. Support will be mainly through the appraisal 
of projects which will require you to demonstrate a business case for HIE investment and support.

To be credible in this role you will bring relationship building skills, communication and report writing skills 
as well as a strong interest in economic development. A good knowledge of the Argyll business community 
and the sectoral opportunities present within the area is essential.

www.hie.co.uk

TO APPLY ONLINE VISIT:
www.hie.co.uk/vacancies

We encourage online applications but if you are 
unable to apply online please contact us for an 
application pack, e-mail recruitment@hient.co.uk 
or call 01463 244 414.

PLEASE QUOTE THE JOB REFERENCE YOU ARE 
APPLING FOR.

CLOSING DATE: 24 APRIL 2016

INTERVIEWS:  29 APRIL 2016

Mull and Iona Community Trust
VACANCY 

Pontoon Manager
Mull and Iona Community Trust is recruiting a self motivated Pontoon Man-
ager.  This is a new position created to manage the installation of the Ulva 
Ferry Pontoon and then the operation for the first season.  
The applicant will have a good understanding of managing projects plus 
experience of marine and boat operations and will have good communica-
tions skills to provide a warm welcome to visiting yachts and supporting 
local marine users.
The position will be full time for 37.5 hours per week. 
The contract will run for 8 months starting 1st May 2016
The ability to work on your own initiative is essential.
To view the job description visit www.mict.co.uk, contact Moray Finch, 
General Manager of the Community Trust enquiries@mict.co.uk for an 
application pack; Closing date for applications: Thursday 21st April 2016.

MULL AND IONA COMMUNITY TRUST
Company Limited by Guarantee registered in 

Scotland Reg. No. SC172897
Scottish Charity Number SC025995

VAT Registration Number 125 5083 32

Have a vacancy for a 

HGV Driver
Please apply in writing or by email stating 

previous experience to
Donald MacDonald

Site 15a, Kilmory Industrial Estate,
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

Email address: donald@damacdonald.co.uk

Breedon Aggregates is the largest independent aggregates group in the UK, employing 
over 1250 people in more than 130 quarries and plants throughout Scotland, England and 
Wales. The group supplies crushed rock, asphalt, ready-mixed concrete and mortar to the 
construction, road-building and specialist aggregates markets.

Surfacing Operatives
We are now keen to employ skilled Surfacing Operatives to carry out a variety of roles, from 
operating mobile plant & equipment, i.e. machine paver, roller, Tractaire and Streetmasters 
to general surfacing operations. You will ideally be able be to operate more than one piece 
of machinery, hold a driving licence and CSCS card. Previous experience of working in 
machine resurfacing teams on highway works is preferred but not essential as training will 
be given to ensure individuals can carry out a variety of tasks within the team.
You will display a proactive attitude to Health & Safety, making suggestions to reduce 
or remove any identi� ed risks; attend and understand the content of the daily brie� ng, 
toolbox talks and any site speci� c induction prior to commencing work on site.
Please email your CV to malcolm.cullen@breedonaggregates.com or send to Contracting 
Commercial Manager – West, Dunbeg Quarry, Oban, Argyll & Bute, PA37 1PX

Concrete Batcher
An opportunity has arisen for a Concrete Batcher based at our Benderloch Quarry.  You will 
be responsible for the operation of computerised batching systems in order to produce 
concrete to required customer speci� cations and technical standards, and for the day-to-
day safe and e�  cient running of the concrete plant.
The successful candidate will have a general mechanical/electrical background, preferably 
within the concrete plant environment, and be able to identify faults and report accordingly.  
It would be an advantage if you had experience in a similar role and hold a fork lift/
telehandler licence, however, training will be provided.  You will be a practical individual, 
time orientated in the way you work with a ‘can do’ attitude.  
You will display a proactive attitude to Health & Safety, making suggestions to reduce or 
remove any identi� ed risks in line with Company rules and expectations, as well as any 
legal obligations.  
Please email your CV to adrian.howe@breedonaggregates.com or send to General Manager 
– West, Dunbeg Quarry, Oban, Argyll & Bute, PA37 1PX

For both the above roles the ability to communicate e� ectively, work as part of a team and 
be polite and courteous to colleagues, clients and the general public is essential.
In return, we o� er a competitive salary and other bene� ts associated with a progressive 
employer. You must be able to provide evidence of your right to work in the UK.

Surfacing Operatives
Concrete Batcher
Oban area

DALRIADA VETS
Receptionist Required

Full Time. Mon-Fri
Please apply in writing to:

Dalriada Vets, Manse Brae, Lochgilphead,
Argyll, PA31 8QX

dalriadavets@btconnect.com

Benderloch, By Oban PA37 1QW  •  www.mckenziecare.com

We are currently recruiting for Full and Part Time Care Assistants 
to join our experienced team at Lynn of Lorne Care Home. 
You will be responsible for implementing the provision of 
quality care for elderly residents, ensuring they each retain  
their dignity and individuality. You’ll also be closely involved  
in the general activities of the Care Home and responsible  
for maintaining a safe and secure environment for residents, 
staff members and visitors. 
Applicants will have experience and a genuine interest in 
working with elderly residents within a caring environment. 
QCF/NVQ in Care is not necessary for this post, however 
candidates should be willing to participate in Vocational  
Training Programmes. 
Applicants should be able to communicate effectively  
at all levels and be comfortable working in a Team.  
Satisfactory Police check and PVG check 
applies to this role.

Care Assistants
Full and Part Time Positions Available

To apply, contact lynnoflorne@mckenziecare.com or call  
Home Manager Louise Glasgow on 01631 720278.

We are currently recruiting for experienced Forestry/Crane Operators based in Argyll. 

All applicants must have an HGV licence, previous driving experience (preferably a minimum of 2 
years) and a DQC. Previous experience within the forestry industry, including hauling roundwood   
timber and forestry crane operations is required. Training can be provided for the right candidates.  

Rates of pay up to £10.90 basic and £12.51 overtime depending on experience. Aggregated holiday 
pay, company pension scheme and bonus structure also in place.  Full PPE and workwear provided. 

Posts also available in other locations please contact for more details. 

Integrated Freight Facility, Annat, Corpach, PH33 7NN T: 01397 773840 E: hr@fergusontransport.co.uk 

If you would like to apply for this position or for further information please contact Human Resources: 

FERGUSON TRANSPORT & SHIPPING 
ARE RECRUITING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITION: 

FORESTRY/CRANE OPERATORS 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 
Notice under regulation 7(2)(b) Pre-application 
consultation by the prospective applicant. 
Proposed development at vacant land to the north 
of A85 and south west of Dunbeg, Oban, Argyll, for 
mixed use commercial. 
A public event will be held at the Dunbeg Primary 
School between 4pm and 7pm on Friday 22nd April 
2016. 
Further information may be obtained from Houghton 
Planning, 102 High Street, Dunblane, Stirling, FK15 
0ER Tel: 01786 825575 E: paul@houghtonplanning.
co.uk  
Persons wishing to comment on the proposal should 
do so in writing by Friday, 29th April 2016 to Houghton 
Planning, 102 High Street, Dunblane, Stirling, FK15 
0ER, or by email. 
This notice does not relate to a Planning Application.  
Comments should not be made to Argyll and Bute 
Council.  Any comments made to the prospective 
applicant are not representations to the Planning 
Authority.  If a Planning Application is subsequently 
submitted to Argyll and Bute Council, normal 
neighbour notification and publicity will be undertaken 
at that time and you will have the opportunity to make 
formal representations regarding the proposal at that 
time. The plans presented at the above event may 
change before the proposals are submitted as a 
Planning Application to the Council

Frances Weatherhead is 
applying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent 
to sublet part of the croft 
at  Machir, Iona to John G 
MacInnes of Culbhuirg, Iona 
for 10 years. If you consider 
you have a relevant interest 
in this application, you may 
submit comments in writing 
to the Crofting Commis-
sion, Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness, 
IV3 8NW or email info@
crof t ing.scot land.gov.uk 
within 28 days from the 
date of publication of the 
advert.  Please note that 
any comments you provide 
are part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of  Information enquiry.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at 
your nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the 
following link https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

16/01143/FUL

16/01360/FUL

16/01366/FUL

16/01367/FUL

16/01371/FUL

16/01372/FUL

16/01373/FUL

16/01380/FUL

16/01398/FUL

16/01399/FUL

16/01526/FUL

Development  Address

Oak Lodge, Muirshearlich,
Banavie, Fort William

Residential Accommodation,
Kingshouse Inn, Glencoe,
Ballachulish

Kingshouse Hotel, Glencoe,
Ballachulish

White Corries Ski Centre,
Kingshouse, Glencoe,
Ballachulish

Land at Glenuig Estate 
500m NE of Glenuig Jetty, 
Glenuig

Site 110m South East of 
Lios Mhoire, Tigh A Phuirt,
Ballachulish

Land on North East of Croft 
8, Ardnastang, Strontian

Sheraton Homes 
Development Site, 
Lochyside, Fort William

Site 90m North West of 
1 Torr An Eas, Glenfinnan

Site 65m South West of 
1 Torr An Eas, Glenfinnan

Land at Cameron Square,
Fort William

Proposal Description

Proposed alterations to dwelling 
house

Temporary change of use of part of 
the existing staff accommodation 
block to a cafe/bar

Erection of single storey ancillary 
building and service yard for the 
hotel,  car parking and recycling yard, 
replacement bridge and removal and 
rejuvenation of clumps of trees

Proposed workshop and garage to 
support resort’s plant vehicles

Relocation of the power house and 
lower penstock route to avoid ancient 
woodland (14/03097/FUL)

Proposed part conversion to form 
residential accommodation

Alteration and improvement of 
existing road access and installation 
of access road

Re-submission of planning 
application: 15/04076/FUL - 
conversion of retail space

Erection of house - plot no.1 - 
variation to red line of application site

Erection of house - plot no.3 - 
variation to red line of application site

Erection of a replica Model T Ford car 
cast in bronze

LOCHINDAAL TRADING LIMITED
On 30 March 2016, a petition was presented 
to Campbeltown Sheriff Court by the Advocate 
General for Scotland for and on behalf of the 
Commissioners for Her Majesty’s Revenue and 
Customs craving the Court inter alia to order 
that Lochindaal Trading Limited 82 Main Street, 
Port Charlotte, Isle of Islay, PA48 7TX (registered 
office) (company registration number SC387414) 
be wound up by the Court and to appoint a 
liquidator. All parties claiming an interest must 
lodge Answers with Campbeltown Sheriff 
Court, Castlehill, Campbeltown within 8 days of 
intimation, service and advertisement.
N MacDonald
Officer of Revenue & Customs
HM Revenue & Customs
Debt Management & Banking
Enforcement & Insolvency
20 Haymarket Yards, Edinburgh
for Petitioner
Ref: 623/1074311/DBS

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected at Oban Lorn and Isles area office Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban 
PA34 4AW, between 09:00-12.30 and 13.30- 17:00hrs Monday to Friday and 10:00-12:30 and 13:30-17:00hrs on Wednesday 
or at the Mid Argyll Kintyre and Isles area office 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD between 09:00 – 17:00hrs Monday 
to Friday and at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/00708/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Plot 1 Land West of Portnahaven and 
Port Wemyss Parish Church Church 
Street Portnahaven Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

16/00633/PP Erection of wind turbine (11 metres to 
hub height)

Shuna Farm Shuna Island Appin Argyll 
and Bute PA38 4DH 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

16/00772/PP Formation of vehicular access Kinachreachan Forest Stronmilchan 
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

16/00761/PP Erection of 1300mm high screen wall to 
outdoor seating area

The Atlantic Islands Centre Cullipool Isle 
of Luing Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4TX

Sub Post Office 
Cullipool

16/00857/PP Erection of dwellinghouse (amended 
design relative to planning permission 
reference 15/03010/PP)

Garden Ground of Caberfeidh Polvinister 
Road Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 5TN 

Oban Area Office

16/00975/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and installation 
of sewage treatment plant

Land North of The Old Manse Seaview 
Terrace Ellenabeich Isle of Seil Oban 
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

16/00911/PPP Renewal of planning permission reference 
13/00416/PPP (Site for the erection of 5 
dwellinghouses)

Land South of Railway Station Taynuilt 
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL give notice that they have made The Highland Council (A82 
Trunk Road And Other Roads, Inverness Area) (Temporary Prohibitions Of Traffic And 

Temporary Speed Restrictions During The ‘Etape Loch Ness’ Cycling Event) Order 
2016 to enable the following prohibitions or restrictions to be introduced:

1. To temporarily prohibit any motor vehicle from:
(a) Travelling in any direction on the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road between its junction with 
Bught Drive, Inverness, and its junction with the C1118 General Booth Road, from 06:00hrs to 07:15hrs on 
Sunday 24th April 2016.
(b) Travelling in any direction on the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road between its junction with the 
C1118 General Booth Road, Inverness, and its junction with the A831 Drumnadrochit – Cannich – Beauly 
Toll Road, from 05:35hrs to 08:05hrs on Sunday 24th April 2016.
(c) Travelling in any direction on the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road between its junction with 
the A831 Drumnadrochit – Cannich – Beauly Toll Road and its junction with the private road leading to 
Urquhart Castle, from 06:35hrs to 08:15hrs on Sunday 24th April 2016.
(d) Travelling in any direction on the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road between its junction with the 
private road leading to Urquhart Castle and its junction with the U1766 Dalcataig Road, Invermoriston, 
from 06:20hrs to 09:05hrs on Sunday 24th April 2016.
(e) Travelling in any direction on the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road between its junction with 
the U1766 Dalcataig Road, Invermoriston, and its junction with the B862 Fort Augustus – Whitebridge – 
Torness – Dores – Inverness Road, from 07:00hrs to 09:35hrs on Sunday 24th April 2016.
(f) Travelling in any direction on the B862 Fort Augustus – Whitebridge – Torness – Dores Inverness Road 
between its junction with the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road and its junction with the B852 Dalcrag 
Bridge – Foyers – Inverfarigaig – Dores Road, from 07:10hrs to 10:55hrs on Sunday 24th April 2016.
(g) Travelling in any direction on the B852 Dalcrag Bridge – Foyers – Inverfarigaig – Dores Road between 
its junction with the B862 Fort Augustus – Whitebridge – Torness – Dores – Inverness Road and its 
junction with the U1177 Foyers Road, from 07:45hrs to 11:05hrs on Sunday 24th April 2016.
(h) Travelling in any direction on the B852 Dalcrag Bridge – Foyers – Inverfarigaig – Dores Road between 
its junction with the U1177 Foyers Road and its junction with the B862 Fort Augustus – Whitebridge – 
Torness – Dores – Inverness Road, from 07:45hrs to 11:55hrs on Sunday 24th April 2016.
(i) Travelling in any direction on the B862 Fort Augustus – Whitebridge – Torness – Dores – Inverness 
Road between its junction with the B852 Dalcrag Bridge – Foyers – Inverfarigaig – Dores Road and Holm 
Roundabout, from 08:15hrs to 12:25hrs on Sunday 24th April 2016.
(j) Travelling in a northbound direction on the B862 Fort Augustus – Whitebridge – Torness – Dores – 
Inverness Road between Holm Roundabout and its junction with the B861 Inverness – Leys – Inverarnie 
Road (Ness Bridge Junction), from 08:35hrs to 12:40hrs on Sunday 24th April 2016.
(k) Travelling in any direction on Ness Walk, Inverness, between its junction with Young Street and its 
junction with Ardross Terrace, from 08:45hrs to 12:40hrs on Sunday 24th April 2016.
(l) Travelling in any direction on Ardross Terrace, Inverness, between its junction with Ness Walk and its 
junction with Bishops Road, from 08:45hrs to 12:40hrs on Sunday 24th April 2016.
(m) Travelling in any direction on Bishops Road, Inverness, between its junction with Ness Walk and its 
junction with Ardross Terrace, from 18:00hrs on Saturday 23rd April to 15:00hrs on Sunday 24th April 
2016.
(n) Travelling in any direction on Ness Walk Upper, Inverness, between its junction with Bishops Road and 
its junction with Ballifeary Lane, from 05:30hrs to 08:00hrs on Sunday 24th April 2016.
(o) Travelling in any direction on Ness Walk Upper, Inverness, between its junction with Ballifeary Lane 
and its junction with Bught Road, from 18:00hrs on Saturday 23rd April to 08:00hrs on Sunday 24th April 
2016.
(p) Travelling in any direction on Bught Road, Inverness, between its junction with Ness Walk Upper and its 
junction with Bught Avenue, from 18:00hrs on Saturday 23rd April to 08:00hrs on Sunday 24th April 2016. 
(q) Travelling in any direction on Bught Avenue, Inverness, between its junction with Bught Road and its 
junction with Bught Drive, from 06:00hrs to 07:10hrs on Sunday 24th April 2016.
(r) Travelling in any direction on Bught Drive, Inverness, between its junction with Bught Avenue and its 
junction with the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road, from 06:00hrs to 07:10hrs on Sunday 24th April 
2016.
2. To temporarily restrict any motor vehicles from exceeding a speed limit of 20 miles per hour on:
The  B862 Fort Augustus – Whitebridge – Torness – Dores – Inverness Road between Holm Roundabout 
and its junction with the B861 Inverness – Leys – Inverarnie Road (Ness Bridge Junction), from 08:35hrs 
to 12:40hrs on Sunday 24th April 2016.
The Order, which is required to ensure the safe passage of participants taking part in the ‘Etape Loch Ness’ 
Cycling Event, will only have effect in relation to such part or parts of the lengths of road as are indicated 
by the appropriate traffic signs.
Emergency services’ vehicles, being used in an emergency for ambulance, coastguard, fire brigade or 
police purposes, and vehicles employed to ensure the safety of the event participants are exempt from the 
restrictions detailed in the Order.
Vehicles driven under escort are exempt from the restrictions detailed in the Order.
Special forces’ vehicles, when driven by a member of the special forces in response to a national security 
emergency, are exempt from the restrictions detailed in the Order.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available for viewing at the following address:
Highland Council, Community Services, 94 Diriebught Road, Inverness, IV2 3QN

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL give notice that they have made The Highland Council (A82 
Trunk Road And Other Roads, Inverness Area) (Temporary Prohibitions Of Traffic And 

Temporary Speed Restrictions During The ‘Etape Loch Ness’ Cycling Event) Order 

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

D M Colthart
12 Kinlochlaich, Lismore & 
Appin
0.026 ha – Hydro Electric 
Scheme
4.86.63555
Conditions: 1, 3b, 4 

D Grant
Hill Park Croft, Kilchrenan 
& Dalavich
0.7298 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house 
4.86.62332
Conditions: 1,2, 3c, 4 7

A J Maclean
19 Reef, Tiree
0.1 ha – Veterinary surgery 
4.86.63237
Conditions: 3b, 4, 8

Conditions

(1) Acquisition of area 
within 5 years of the date 
of direction and notification 
made to Commission within 
3 months of acquisition.
(2) To provide a site for a 
dwellinghouse 
(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:
(b) the proposed 
development completion
(c) acquisition
(4) That fence shall be 
maintained in good 
order and repair by each 
successive owner or 
occupier of the land.
 (7)  An application for 
registration of the making 
of the Direction is submitted 
to the Crofting Commission 
for forwarding to  the Keeper 
of the Registers of Scotland 
within the 5 year period 
(8)  The Direction will expire 
3 months from the date 
of the Direction unless an 
application for registration of 
the making of the Direction 
is submitted before the 
expiry of that period.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date of 
this advert.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Margaret Thomson 
Heads & Mrs Catherine 
Elizabeth Campbell have 
registered their croft, 
Arivoulchallum, Kildalton & 
Oa on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.  Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court by 
the 16th December 2016.  
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home.  
The croft registration 
number is C2480

www.scottishfield.co.uk

WIN £2,000 WORTH OF VOUCHERS FROM SOFA WORKSHOP

MAY 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

MAY 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Lee McKenzie

A shaggy bull story
Red squirrels on the 
march
Who is Mary 
Somerville?

Lee McKenzieLee McKenzieLee McKenzieLee McKenzie

Red squirrels on the 

TALKS 
AYRSHIRE

TOM MCCLEAN: 
SAILING IN A WHALE 
SHAPED BOAT

OF THE BEST SPOOKIEST 

SCOTS UFO SIGHTINGS10
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ANDERSON BANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

Inveralt Cottage, Barcaldine, PA37 1SF 
A traditional and charming extended, detached cottage situated in a quiet 
rural setting.  Inveralt Cottage offers adaptable accommodation across 
one fl oor including; entrance vestibule, lounge, hall, kitchen, two double 
bedrooms, family bathroom, rear fenced garden and parking opposite the 
property. Due to its rural location, the property will appeal to a variety of 
purchasers. The cottage has undergone various stages of refurbishment 
since 2012. This work includes the installation of engineered oak fl ooring 
in the hall, lounge and both bedrooms, new good quality fl oor tiles in the 
kitchen, rear porch and bathroom and a major over haul of the pitched 
and fl at roof (including new slates, facia boards, guttering etc).  The car 
parking area has also been improved with the addition of a gravel and 
hard core mix base.   The property is situated in a scenic rural area, close 
to Barcaldine Marine and is within easy travelling distance of Oban (11 
miles).

GUIDE PRICE 
£156,000

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

West Coast PROPERTY GUIDE
LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALE           PROPERTY REVIEWS           PROPERTY NEWS          LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

TO LET

WANTED

ACCOMMODATION 
WANTED

Professional male relocating to 
the area for work is looking for 
one bed accommodation in or 

around Oban.

Contact: 07779 980117

To Let 
Taynuilt

One bedroom furnished semi 
detached bungalow in quiet 

cul-de-sac.
£450 per month 

plus bills
One month deposit required, 

no pets,
no dss or smokers.

Landlord registration number 
244145/136/21121.

Telephone 
07747844935

6 Polfearn House, Taynuilt

No. 6 Polfearn House - A well proportioned one 
bedroom � at which enjoys views of Loch Etive. 
The � at is accessed via a communal carpeted 
stairwell and comprises hall, lounge, kitchen, 
bedroom and bathroom.

OIRO £75,000

Cuan Ferry, Cuan Cottage, Isle Of Seil

Cuan Cottage - A charming 2 bedroom cottage on the 
Isle of Seil set within a large private garden and enviable 
sea views across the Cuan Sound. Though this property 
requires some modernisation it offers an excellent 
opportunity to purchase a traditional cottage, set in a 
generous garden with sea views.

OIEO £175,000

Abbey View, Fionnphort, Isle Of Mull

Abbey View - A generous detached 5 bedroom 1 and 
a half storey house enjoying stunning views across the 
Sound towards Iona, the Abbey and Treshnish Isles. Built 
approx. 15 years ago, the property is nestled in a row of 
houses within Fionnphort on the Ross of Mull.

• Spacious Detached 1 
Storey House

• 5 Bed/3 Bath/WC
• Popular Island Location
• Stunning Views of Iona
• B&B / Holiday Rental Potential
• EPC Rating - D(66)

OIRO £265,000

51 Rock� eld, Tobermory

OIRO £115,000
51 Rock� eld Road o� ers excellent family sized 
accommodation within easy reach of Tobermory 
town centre. Situated a short walk from the Main 
Street, the ground � oor � at has a lounge, kitchen/
diner, 3 double bedrooms and a family bathroom.

Atlantic House, West Hynish, Isle Of Tiree

OIEO £375,000
Atlantic House an extended 1 storey croft house 
situated on the stunning Isle of Tiree. The property 
is currently divided into two self-contained holiday 
lets, one 3 bedroom and one 2 bedroom and 1 
bedroom detached granny � at.

Corraur, Barran, By Oban

OIEO £235,000
Corraur is a spacious 4 bedroom bungalow situated 
within the small residential area of Barran close to 
the town of Oban. The property comprises a bright 
and airy porch which leads through to the spacious 
central hallway.

Big changes ahead as Private 
Housing (Tenancies) Bill is passed 

Properties for sale
w: www.west-property.co.uk     e: info@west-property.co.uk        t: 01631 569 466

A major 
landmark for the 

private rented 
sector in Scotland 

was reached when 
Parliament passed this bill on 

the March 17. The bill will be enacted 
later, expected in December 2017, and 
is in addition to changes expected this 
year to regulate lettings agents. 
The main points of the bill are:

New model tenancy – the private 
residential tenancy

If enacted, all  PRS  lettings in Scotland 
will be on a new model tenancy 
agreement named in the bill as the 
private residential tenancy (PRT). This 
tenancy will replace the assured and 
short assured tenancies.
Social housing, shared ownership 
and student lettings by education 
institutions are excluded from 
being PRTs.

An open-ended tenancy 
It will be open-ended. The no-fault 
ground for ending a tenancy will not 
be available to landlords if the tenant 
wishes to continue with the tenancy. A 
landlord could only end the tenancy by 
proving one of the prescribed grounds 
for eviction to end the tenancy. One new 
prescribed ground for ending a tenancy 
is intended to make recovery easier after 
abandonment by the tenant.

Statutory terms of the PRT
Model terms to be incorporated into 
all  PRTs will be prescribed in law. 
One prescribed term will be that any 
subletting will require the landlord’s 
approval.
Prescribed information to be given by 

landlords at start of a PRT
A landlord must provide a written 
tenancy agreement no later than the 
start date of the tenancy. Regulations 
may prescribe other additional 
information that must be supplied.

Restrictions on charges by landlords 
and lettings agents

No charge may be made for providing 
a tenancy agreement or any other 
prescribed documents. No charges 
may be made to tenants for service 
or administration fees relating to 
the commencement, renewal or 
continuation of a  PRT. It is likely, 
therefore, that landlords and agents 
will seek to pass on costs through 
increased rents.

Restrictions on rents 
Rents of  PRTs may only be increased 
once every 12 months and notice of 
increase must be a minimum of three 
months. Regulations may prescribe 
the form of notice. Tenants can refer 
a rent increase to the Rent Service 
Scotland, and either the tenant or 
landlord can appeal a rent o�  cer’s 

• Extended 1 storey croft 
house with granny � at.

• 5 Bed / 2 Bath
• Currently sub divided into 2 

self-contained holiday lets
• Panoramic sea views
• EPC Rating C - (73)

• Detached Bungalow
• 4 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Quiet Residential Area
• Double Garage
• Manageable Garden
• Close to Oban amenities
• EPC Rating - D66

• Detached Cottage
• 2 Bedrooms/ 2 Bathrooms
• Sea Views
• Large garden
• Beautiful island location
• EPC Rating G (01)

• Ground Floor Flat
• 3 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
• Situated in a popular 

residential area
• Private front and rear garden
• Excellent � rst time buyer property
• EPC Rating - E (40)

• First Floor Flat
• 1 Bedroom / 1 Bathroom
• Lovely views
• Rural, quiet location
• Factored building
• EPC Rating - C (68)

decision to a First Tier Tribunal, these 
tribunals will come into practise in 2016 
and ask for a determination of the open 
market rent.

Rent pressure zones
A local authority can apply to a Minister 
or a Minister can decide him/herself that 
the whole or part of a local authority 
area be designated as a rent pressure 
zone. In such a zone all rent increases 
of  PRTs shall be restricted to no more 
than the consumer price index increase 
plus one per cent except for the cost of 
any reasonable improvements carried 
out by the landlord.

What next?
The details will be contained in 
regulations yet to be drafted before 
the implementation of the Act. We 
will be keeping a keen eye on these 
developments as this will be a massive 
change for the Private Rented Sector.

TO LET
Top � oor furnished 
one bedroom � at in 

central Oban.
Rent £400 pcm +

council tax, water and
electricity.

No DSS, pets or
smoking please.

Landlord Registration
257235/130/28471

Tel 07920 071626

Farming

FAITHFUL farm collies more 
than eight weeks old in the West 
Highlands should have been micro-
chipped.

The deadline for all dogs in Scot-
land to be chipped and registered 
on an approved database passed on 
Wednesday of last week.  

National Farmer’s Union of Scot-
land (NFUS) had asked the Scottish 
Government for working dogs to be 
excluded but the only exemptions 
permitted are for individual animals 
under veterinary certifi cation for 
welfare reasons.

That means for the vast majority 
of farm dogs, chipping is now a re-
quirement.  In addition, the database 
must be kept up to date with owner 
details and notifi ed of any change in 
owner, address or contact details. 

Litters of pups and dogs must be 
chipped and registered before pups 
are sold or ownership changes, and 
any pups or dogs entering Scotland 
must be chipped and registered 
within 30 days of arrival.

NFU Scotland’s animal health 
policy manager Penny Johnston said: 
‘With many farmers and shepherds 
in the throes of the lambing season, 
this is a deadline that may have 
slipped the mind but it is one they 
need to address when they get the 
chance.

‘While the union supported the 
principal of compulsory microchip-
ping in a bid to improve the control 
of dogs and help address the growing 
issue of sheep worrying, we had 
requested an exemption for working 
dogs.

‘We believe farmers and working 
shepherds are likely to be dispropor-
tionately impacted by this regulation, 
as they tend to have more dogs than 
most pet owners. Also, working farm 
dogs rarely leave their owner’s farm, 
which we hoped would have negated 
the need for microchipping.’  

These arguments were not taken 
up and no exemption exists for farm 
dogs.

Ms Johnston added: ‘That means, 

with few exceptions, all dogs will 
need to be chipped.  

‘Costs are thought to be in the 
region of £30 per dog depending on 
the veterinary practice. 

‘We think there is merit for mem-
bers with several dogs to discuss 
a discount with their vet and also 
consider asking the vet to chip any 
farm dogs whilst out on the farm 
performing other duties.’  

On purchasing a pup or adult dog, 
it will be the new keeper’s respon-
sibility to notify their details to the 
database on which the dog’s details 
are recorded, unless the previous 
keeper has already done so.  

If bringing a dog into Scotland, the 
onus is on the new owner to deter-
mine if the dog is already chipped.  

If it has been chipped, then the 
database must be updated with the 
new details.  

If the dog has not been previously 
chipped, then owners must have the 
dog chipped and registered within 30 
days of arrival.

Chips are down for Scotland’s farm dogs

A dog being chipped in Campbeltown at a free session in February. 04_c09dogstrust03_dogstrustvetsmicrochipping

Islay market 
report

UNITED Auctions held 
its annual April sale 
at Islay Auction Mart 
when it had a catalogue 
entry of 801 grazing 
cattle.  

A good selection of 
grazing type cattle sold 
well at the sale last Sat-
urday whilst stronger 
short keeping types 
proved harder to cash. 

Bullocks sold to aver-
age £832.05 per head 
whilst heifers levelled 
out at £740.16.  The fol-
lowing are the averages 
per kilo:

Bullocks: AA X – 209 
pence (p), BRB X – 213p, 
Charolais X – 230p, 
Limousin X – 220p and 
Simmental X – 216p.

Heifers:  AA X – 204p, 
Charolais X – 219p, Lim-
ousin X – 212pence and 
Simmental X – 204pence.

Bullocks sold to a top 
price per head of £1,050 
for BRB X from Dunlos-
sit Farms. 

Knocklearach and 
Tallant Farm led the 
kilo prices at 281p 
for Limousin Crosses.  
Limousin X Heifers from 
Coillabus (Carmichael) 
sold to £1,080 whilst 
Tallant led this section 
per kilo, with Charolais 
Crosses selling at 264p.

Principal lots and prices, 

top prices per head: 
Bullocks: AAx: £1,020 (4), 
£980 (14), £970 (3), £960 (6) 
and £920 (11) – Craigens: 
£920 (3) – Octomore. 
BRBx: £1050 – Knocklear-
ach. CHARx: £1030 and 
£1010 – Craigfad: £1,000 
– Kintra: £930 (6) and 
£900 (2) – Craigfad. HERx: 
£820 – Kilchiaran. LIMx: 
£1040 (2) – Lossit: £1,030 – 
Craigfad: £980 (7) – Lossit: 
£970 (5) – Kilchiaran : £960 
– Brybruich: £940 – Knock-
learach: £900 (2) – Lossit. 
LUINGx: £770 (2) – Duich. 
SIMx: £970 (2) and £930 
(2) – Craigfad: £910 (7) – 
Cladville: £910 – Corrary.

Heifers: AAx: £940 
(2) – Burnside, Jura: £930 
(2) – Craigens. CHARx: 
£1070 –Tallant: £980 – 
Craigfad. LIMx: £1,080, 
£1,040, £1,030 and £980 
– Coillabus (A Carmichael): 
£950 – Craigfad: £930 – 
Coillabus (A Carmichael) . 
SIMx: £860 (2) – Cladville.

Top prices per kilo: 
Bullocks: AAx:  246p 
(3) – Burnside, Jura: 215p 
(2) – Tallant: 211p (12) 
– Octomore: 210p (13), 
209p (17), 208p (14) and 
207p (6)  - Craigens: 206p 
(23) – Octomore : 202p (4) 
and 201p (6) – Craigens. 
BRBx: 231p – Knocklear-
ach: 223p, 214p, 213p (2) 
and 209p – Six Bayview. 
CHARx: 247p (6) – Island: 
244p and 235p – Kinna-
bus: 234p (6) – Craigfad: 
231p – Craigfad (5) and 
Tallant: 222p – Craigfad: 

218p (2) – Manse� eld: 211p 
(3) – Craigfad. LIMx: 281p 
(2) and 271p – Tallant: 
260p (2) – Manse� eld: 
258p (14) – Duich: 252p (8) 
– Ballimartin: 247p – Island 
(2), Lossit (7) and Balli-
martin (4): 246p – Kintra: 
243p (3) – Corrary: 242p (2) 
– Lossit: 241p (2) – Duich: 
236p (2) – Kintra: 235p 
– Kilbride (8) and Lossit 
(3): 233p (7) – Ballimartin: 
231p (5) – Kilchiaran: 
230p – Ballimartin (5), Eo-
rrabus (3) and Corrary (3): 
228p – Ballychattrigan (9), 
Eorrabus (3) and Grulin-
beg: 227p (6) – Duich: 
224p – Brybruich: 223p 
(5) – Ballimartin: 222p – 
Craigfad: 221p – Kilchiaran 
(8) and Knocklearach: 
220p (2) – Island. LUINGx: 
257p (9) – Duich. SIMx: 
250p – Corrary: 243p (3) – 
Kilbride: 228p – Corrary: 
222p (4) – Cladville.

Heifers AAx: 221p (3) 
and 220p (3) – Craigens: 
219p (2) – Burnside, Jura. 
CHARx: 264p (2) – Tallant: 
227p (12) – Craigfad: 
220p – Tallant. LIMx: 245p 
– Lossit: 244p – Tallant: 
240p (2) – Eorrabus : 239p 
– Lossit: 237p – Kintra: 
237p (4) – Kinnabus: 236p 
(4) – Tallant: 234p – Lossit, 
Manse� eld (4) and Duich 
(15): 232p – Eorrabus and 
Tallant (2): 230p – Corrary 
(3) and Coillabus: 228p (6) 
– Kilbride: 224p – Eorrabus 
and Kilbride (2): 221p  – 
Ballimartin. SIMx: 223p 
(3) – Cladville.

Market Report FOR SALE £60,000 ono
Cro�  tenancy which gives you the privileges of 
heritable ownership plus eligibility for grants.

Situated in the midst of the hills and lochs of Wester 
Ross, this 5.65 acre cro�  has common grazing rights, 

borders a sea loch and has a jetty nearby.
In a friendly cro� ing village with a nearby Primary 

school, medical centre, local store, and ready access to 
urban centres, this is a seldom available opportunity 

for a start in cro� ing 
For further information, contact 

01847 831277or 07952 710927

For Sale Ifor Williams Livestock Trailer 2012.
DP120 Dual Purpose Trailer 12 ft  Platt ed 3100kg twin 

axle 6ft  headroom, towing ball & breaking system, jockey 
wheel, aluminium ramp with gates, slip resistant fl ooring, 
full size catt le cross divider, side venti lati on fl aps & split 

front access door, easy load ramp & side gates, aluminium 
sheep Deck system, extra sheep divider gate, removable 
container with jacks, so can be used as a fl atbed trailer, 

drop-sides for use with the fl atbed. 

Well maintained, used for small livestock only, sheep decks 
used twice. Drop-sides & jacks never used. 

Price £4,500, no VAT.    07826011804. 

For Sale ATVS
Yahama YFM 450 
4x4 Watercooled 2011 7k hours, 
VGC Serviced  £2,500 + VAT
Suzuki LT50 
Kiddies £450
Tohatsu 3.5 HP Longshaft Outboard  
Brand New 
5 Years Warranty  £550

Tel: 01631 720 380     Mobile: 07769 516 134

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

WITH an ever-increasing number of DIY pro-
grammes on the television, more and more 
people are taking it upon themselves to conduct 
improvements to their home with a view to 
increasing the value.

Not every idea is a good one - before deciding 
to carry out improvements, think carefully about 
your motivation for doing so. Ultimately big 
initiatives around the home should be a lifestyle 
choice. Take into consideration the average price 
of properties in the local area; this will dictate the 
maximum price your property can achieve. Even 
building an extension is unlikely to increase the 
value of your home much above this threshold.

Be ino� ensive - when it comes to luxury items 
such as swimming pools or hot tubs, bear in mind 
that these could in fact alienate families who 
consider this a safety concern, hence a� ecting 
the resale value of the property. These types of 
improvements are only ever likely to be worth the 
amount they cost to put in; the real value is in the 
lifestyle choice.

Weigh up your costs against the added value 

of your modi� cations - If you want to increase the 
value of your property, update your kitchen and 
bathroom. Many people consider these to be the 
key rooms in a home; modernising these areas will 
certainly help boost both value and saleability of 
your property.

Home improvements for increased value and comfortLOOKING TO 
LET YOUR 

PROPERTY?
Call 01631 

568000
to advertise your 

property in 

Home improvements for increased value and comfort



H E D G E - T R I M M E R 
Flymo Saber battery-
powered extending 
electric hedge-trimmer 
with angle adjustable 
head, battery pack and 
charger. As new,  £25 
Telephone 01631 710403.
MIDGEATER Midgeater 
Plus,  £10 Telephone 
01631 710403.

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

EXERCISE BIKE Crane 
Sports Powar exercise 
bike. Good condition. 
Price reduced for quick 
sale,  £50 Telephone 
01546 603923.

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

 HOME FURNISHINGS
NET CURTAINING 74cm 
deep x 10 metres, solid net 
top half, lace with scalloped 
edge bottom half. Brand 
new, never been used,  £10 
Telephone 01546 810350.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 

CHIMNEY SERVICES

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

MOBILITY
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PAINTING & DECORATING

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

OBAN BLINDS

STORAGE 
HEATERS

Two small Dimplex 
storage heaters, 

hardly used.

£45
Tel 01546 830270

BLINDS

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the offi cial magazine 
of the Standing Council of 

Scottish Chiefs, the new-look 
Scots Heritage magazine is an 

unbeatable read. 

UK subscription: £15  
Worldwide subscription: £25

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

ONLY 
£15

PERSONALS

25CLASSIFIEDSThursday 14 April 2016  -  www.obantimes.co.uk

TREE SERVICES

AFAM
Argyll forestry, windblown 

trees cleared, standing timber 
bought, fully insured.

Contact:- Michael Swailes 07887608082
afamservicesargyll@gmail.com

WANTED PORTACABIN/CONTAINER

PHOTOGRAPHY

STATIONERY

Are delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of their son Ruairi 
James Dougal Graham, born at 

home on 17th March, 2016.
A little brother for Emily, 
fi fth grandchild for Dougie 
and Allison, Oban and third 

grandchild for James and 
Ali Fisher, Bunessan.

GRAHAM - 
Ross and Lianne

(née Fisher)

home on 17th March, 2016.
A little brother for Emily, 
fi fth grandchild for Dougie 
and Allison, Oban and third 

grandchild for James and 

 CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

ALKO CARAVAN 
spare wheel carrier,  £15 
Telephone 01631 564578.

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250

2 MERCEDES CL500 
exhaust back boxes, in 
very good condition,  £50 
Telephone 01631 564578.

 CREELS
SECOND HAND 
PRAWN CREELS 
Courolene netting, 
all bound,  £17 each 
Telephone 07502 546965.

 FARMING 
EQUIPMENT

DOUBLE FURROW 
PLOUGH suit small 
tractor, ie Massey 
Ferguson 135, good 
order.  Telephone 07770 
623486².
IRON SWINGLE TREE 
for horse to draw harrows 
etc, with chains. Offers  
Telephone 01546 850287.

 FURNITURE
3 PIECE SUITE 2 seater 
settee and 2 easy chairs 
in excellent condition,  
surplus to requirement,  
£50 Telephone 01631 
566602.
BRAND NEW DOUBLE 
DIVAN BED complete 
with 10” orthopaedic 
luxury mattress, still in 
packaging.  Can deliver, 
cost £450, will sell,  £170 
Telephone 07555 644702.

 GARDEN
FLAMEGUN Paraffin 
f lame-gun to kill weeds 
on paths etc,  £15 
Telephone 01631 710403.
GRASS STRIMMER 
McCulloch Promac 
petrol engine grass 
strimmer. Good running 
order,  £20 Telephone 
01631 710403.

Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle of 
Skye, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES 
WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle 
of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for 
home offi ces or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE UNDER £250
DEPHI WATER 
SEPARATORS two water 
and fuel separators with new 
fi lters. Collect Taynuilt,  £30 
Telephone 01866 822597.
OUTBOARD OIL 
Quicksilver TCW3 
Premium 2-stroke outboard 
oil. 10 litre bottle. Brand 
new. Two available. 
Benderloch,  £60 Telephone 
01631 720114.
PETROL TANK 5 Gallon 
metal petrol tank. Collect 
Taynuilt,  £10 Telephone 
01866 822597.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

PAOLO SOPRANI ELITE 
2 row B/C Button Accordion 
with 4 sets reeds, 2 couplers, 
immaculate as new 
condition.  May exchange 
for more lightweight box 
of similar quality,  £1150 
Telephone 01855 811558 
Ballachulish.
PIANO ACCORDION 
Italian Stephanelli, blue 
with case 76 bass, 5 treble 
couplers.  Brand new,  £450 
Telephone 01583 421139 
evenings only.

PIANO ACCORDION 
Italian Scandalli, black, 96 
bass, 7 treble couplers, 2 
bass couplers.  First class 
order with case,  £750 
Telephone 01583 421139 
evenings only.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

DAIWA 1 FISHING 
TACKLE Bag from the 
1970’s with some lures, 
hooks etc,  £15 Telephone 
01631 564578.
DUNLOP GOLF CLUBS 
in black stand bag, unused.  
Bargain at,  £70 Telephone 
01631 564578.

 PET ACCESSORIES
DOG/PET CAGE 2 x Med 
Pet Cages 30 x 21 x 23”, 
both have 2 doors and fold 
fl at for storage. 1 black other 
is silver, new condition,   
£20 each Telephone 07795 
691238.



C O N D I T I O N S  O F  A C C E P TA N C E  F O R 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and 
conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements in 
all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media 
Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein 
or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice 
and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any 
particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to 
be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax 
or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by 
the Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, 
the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in 
full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts 
and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the 
Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed 
that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or 
such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) 
of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in 
which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the 
event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall 
the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price 
paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify 
the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as the result of 
legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a 
series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on 
acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be 
due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed 
on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher 
may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is 
paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment 
levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the 
discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the 
Post Offi ce. http://termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Thought for the week

Jacob ‘dreamed that there was a ladder set up on 
the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it.’

WE all need sleep, 
and, whether or not we 
remember them, we all 
have dreams. 

Dreams can be odd or 
scary, but they can also 
be healing.  

Their meaning may 
be obvious or may need 
interpretation.  It can’t be 
assumed that messages 
contained in them come 
from God, but God’s will 
for good can sometimes 
be discerned from them. 

The Bible has many 
stories of people 
responding to dreams and 
visions, and of appropriate 
interpretation.

Think of Joseph (of 
technicolour dreamcoat 
fame), or Joseph, husband 
of Jesus’s mother Mary.

The wise men dreamed 
that they should avoid 

Herod and go home by 
another way. 

Peter and Paul in the 
days of the early church 
received significant 
guidance from visions 
when praying and during 
the night.

It’s not a good idea to 
rely solely on dreams for 
decision-making, and any 
‘instruction’ which most 
would interpret as wrong 
is likely to be wrong, and 
therefore not from God.

But it would be 
dismissing a God-
given gift to reject the 
understanding of life 
which can come from 
being aware of dreams.

Rev Liz Gibson
Mull

Obituary - Rev Dr Sandy McDonald 
1938 – 2016

Former Moderator the 
Very Rev Dr Sandy 
McDonald. 

 
The Very Rev Dr Sandy 

McDonald, Moderator of 
the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland 
from 1997-98, has died, 
aged 78, after a long 
battle with lung disease 
at the Erskine Care 
Home for ex-servicemen 
in Bishopton.

Dr McDonald was a 
beloved figure in the 
church widely admired 
for his fearlessness, 
generosity and 
irrepressible high spirits. 

A natural media 
personality, Dr 
McDonald co-presented 
STV’s religious 
magazine programme 
That’s the Spirit during 
the 1980s, and was a 
guest on other religious 
shows.  

Later on he also 
appeared with his actor 
son, David Tennant, as 
a guest on a cookery 
programme and in a 
cameo role on Dr Who. 

In early 2015 Dr 
McDonald disclosed 
he was fighting the 
degenerative lung 
disease pulmonary 
fibrosis. 

He spoke out for the 
right to die, despite the 
church’s official position 
against the proposal.  

Dr McDonald was 
married to Helen, 
daughter of footballer 
Archie Mcleod, for more 

than 40 years until her 
death in 2007. 

Their strong marriage 
was widely seen as a true 
partnership of distinct 
individuals who loved 
one another and also 
cared deeply about the 
lives of those around 
them.

The Very Rev Dr Lorna 
Hood, Dr McDonald’s 
lifelong friend and his 
minister in Renfrew 
North parish since his 
retirement to Paisley, 
Renfrewshire, said: 
‘Sandy didn’t just preach. 

‘He put his whole self 
into it— his arms, his 
voice, his whole body 
went into his sermons,’ 
she said, ‘People loved it 
when he preached. 

‘He was a great pastor 
and he held parish 
ministry at the heart of 
the church.’

As Moderator Dr 
McDonald’s friendly, 
approachable and 
outspoken manner 
left behind some of 
the formality that had 
characterised the role, 
setting a new tone 
that heralded the 21st 
century. 

As General Secretary of 
the Church of Scotland’s 
Board of Ministry, from 
1988 until his retirement 
in 2002, Dr McDonald 
was an advocate for 
ministers. 

During his tenure 
ministers’ stipends were 
raised, benefits were 
improved and ministers 

were encouraged to see 
themselves as uniquely 
qualified professionals.

Born in Bishopbriggs, 
Glasgow, to Jessie Helen 
Low and Alexander 
M. McDonald, Dr 
McDonald worked in 
the timber industry as 
a trainee manager from 
1952-1958. 

During that time he 
took a two-year break 
when he was called up 
to do national service, 
enlisting in the Royal Air 
Force where his duties 
included operating 
ground radar for the 617 
Dambusters. 

He worked in the timber 
trade from 1958 till 1962 
when he responded to 
God’s call and decided 
to train for the ministry.

Dr McDonald studied 
theology for the ministry 
at the University of 
Glasgow and Trinity 
College, graduating 
later with a BA from the 
Open University, which 
subsequently granted 
him a Doctorate, in 
honour of his work 
as Moderator of the 
General Assembly. 

He served as an 
assistant minister at 
Merrylea Parish Church 
in Newlands, Glasgow, 

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

BAPTISAM

Holly Victoria Jamieson
Was baptised in Oban Parish Church on Sunday April 3. 
She is pictured with her great grandfather Allan Munro. 

Both Holly and Mr Munro were baptised, 90 years apart, in 
the same christening gown. Indeed the gown is 200 years old 
and has been used for baptisms throughout that time in this 
area. Mum Vanessa hopes that someday wee Holly will have 

her children baptised in this gown too.

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

CHARITY DONATIONS

MUCKAIRN Guild’s last 
meeting of the session was 
held in the church in tay-
nuilt on April 4. 

The theme was Go in 
Peace.

Members read two playlets 
and the hymns Make Me a 
Channel of Your Peace and 
Look Forward in Faith were 
accompanied on the piano 
by Ann MacCallum. 

Stella Huntingford led the 
worship and Marlene Stan-
ners read from St John’s 
Gospel on peace.

Tea and the annual gener-

al meeting followed. 
Office bearers were 

elected as follows: convener 
- Marlene Stanners; treas-
urer - Stella Huntingford; 

secretary - Rev Robert 
Brookes; press secretary - 
Mary Scott.

Stella was warmly thanked 
for her long and dedicated 
service to the guild.

A coffee morning will be 
held in Taynuilt Village 
Hall on Saturday May 7 
in aid of the charity Care 
for the Family’s Let’s Stick 
Together project. 

Everyone is welcome to 
attend.

The annual guild rally is 
to be held in Taynuilt this 
year, on Saturday June 25.

Long and 
dedicated 
service ”

Worship led by Muckairn Guild  
stalwart at annual general meeting

MEMORIALS

before being called as 
minister to St David’s in 
Bathgate, in 1968. 

As chaplain to the 
town’s British Leyland 
plant, he spoke out for 
workers during a period 
of industrial action.

In 1974 Dr McDonald 
went to became minister 
of St Mark’s Oldhall 
Parish Church, Ralston 
in Renfrewshire, Paisley, 
where he helped found 
a young ministers’ 
fraternal group that still 
meets today as part of 
the Presbytery of Paisley.

He served as President 
of the Glasgow and 
Paisley Battalions of the 
Boys Brigade, and had a 
BB badge on every jacket 
he owned.

Dr McDonald is 
survived by his three 
children: Karen, a 
schoolteacher; Blair, a 
music industry executive; 
and David, the actor who 
works under the name 
David Tennant; and by 
nine grandchildren.

Senior reporter
Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Trainee reporter
Ellie Forbes
reporter@obantimes.co.uk

Trainee reporter
Mark Connor
reporter@obantimes.co.uk

BIRTHS

CLYDESDALE - Stephen 
and Eilidh are delighted to 
announce the birth of their 
son Ruairidh Peter, on March 
19, 2016. A wee brother for 
Anna and grandson for Peter 
and Geraldine MacIntyre, and 
the late Isobel Clydesdale and 
a welcome nephew for Julie.
FISHER - Shaun and Gemma 
are delighted to announce 
the birth of their baby 
daughter Olivia Kathryn, 
born on March 17, 2016 at 
the RAH Hospital, Paisley. 
Granddaughter for Brian 
and Margaret Thompson, 
Tobermory and James and 
Alison Fisher, Bunessan.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS 

FISHER - CAMPBELL 
- At St. Conan’s Church, 
Lochawe, on March 29, 1966, 
by Rev. Dr M. K. MacLeod, 
M.A., Matthew Pearson, 
younger son of Mr and Mrs 
John Fisher, 51 Kirkland 
Street, Glasgow, N.W., to 
Margaret, only daughter of 
ex-Provost and Mrs John 
Campbell, Relief Land, 
Inveraray, Argyll. Currently 
residing at 39 Southview 
Drive, Bearsden.

DEATHS

DONNELLY - Christina (née 
Craik), born in Barrachlain, 
Glen Orchy. Peacefully on 
April 10, 2016 at Perth, aged 
95. Dearly loved by all of her 
family.
MACDONALD - On 
April 5, 2016, Aline (née 
MacKichan). Beloved wife of 
Iain, loving mother, granny 
and mother-in-law. Dearly 
loved sister of Margaret and 
Anne and the late Neil, Jenny 
and Catherine.
McCALLUM - Suddenly 
in Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, 
on April 9, 2016, William 
McCallum, in his 88th year, 
78 Longrow, Campbeltown, 
dearly beloved husband of 
the late Margaret Morrison 
Martin, much loved and 
respected father of Morag 
and William, dearly loved 
and loving granda of Claire, 
Andrew, Kirsty, Hailey 
and Scott, great granda of 
Jessica, and beloved brother 
of Hugh.  Service in the 
Highland Parish Church on 
Saturday, April 16, 2016 at 
1.00pm, funeral thereafter to 
Kilkerran Cemetery.  Friends 
please accept this intimation 
and invitation.  Family 
fl owers only please.  A retiral 
collection will be held in 
aid of the Macmillan Nurses 
Kintyre Locality.
McNEILL - Suddenly but 
peacefully at home on April 
9, 2016, aged 75 years, 
Wilma, beloved wife of 
Seamus. Sadly missed by 
many. Funeral will take place 
at St. Columba’s Cathedral, 
Oban on Tuesday April 19 
at 1.00 pm. Thereafter to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery. Family 
fl owers only please. Retiring 
Collection/donations if 
desired for Argyll Beats 
Cardiovascular Disease 
(A.B.C.D).  
PAGET - Robert (Bob), died 
peacefully on April 5, 2016, 
aged 92, in Islay Hospital 
surrounded by his loving 
family. He leaves behind his 
beloved wife Mary and fi ve 
children, Robert, Susan, Gill, 
Hilary and Judith. A dearly 
loved husband, dad, grandpa 
and brother.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

HAGGARTY - Karen (née 
MacKinnon).
I would like to thank 
everybody who came to my 
daughter Karen’s requiem 
mass and for the lovely 
flowers and cards I received.
God bless you all.
- Mrs May Finnie 
(MacKinnon)
MACKECHNIE - Iain 
Charles. Ian Phillips and 
Mary Sampson would like to 
thank all those who attended 
cousin Iain’s funeral at the 
church and at the graveside. 
Special thanks go to Billy 
McClymont for his efficient 
and sympathetic arrangement 
of the funeral, to the Rev 
John Paton for conducting 
such a warm and personal 
service, to Elizabeth Jack 
for playing so beautifully, 
Sergeant Jamie Toal, the 
staff of Park Lodge Hotel 
and to George and Moira 
MacQueen for all their 
assistance and help and for 
the friendship they showed 
Iain over many  years. The 
excellent sum of £1050 was 
collected in aid of Macmillan 
Cancer Research.
SIMMONDS - Bridie and 
family would like to express 
sincere thanks to relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
kind expressions of sympathy 
following the sad loss of 
Brian. Thanks to friends 
and former colleagues who 
travelled from far and wide. 
Special thanks to Dr Ewan 
Glen and all the nurses 
for the care and Katrina 
Flannigan for her kindness 
and home visits. Thanks 
to Colin Felgate caterers, 
thanks also to Angus McColl 
for beautiful piping to 
Moreen Gracie for beautiful 
flowers. To Catriona at 
Hamish Hoey for funeral 
arrangements. To Fr Roddy 
McAulay and Monsignor 
James MacNeil for spiritual 
support. Finally thank you to 
all who paid their respects at 
the Cathedral and graveside. 
Moran Taing.

MEMORIAMS

CAMPBELL - Treasured 
memories of my dear son 
Richard, who passed away 
April 15, 2015 after a long 
illness.
Though the tides forget to 
turn
And no longer rivers run
You will be remembered 
with love my dear son.
CAMPBELL - Richard 
(Digger), passed away April 
15, 2015.
Gone are the days we used to 
share
But in our hearts you’re 
always there.
- Your sister Diana, Mel, 
Gwen, Lorna and Jim, 
Ballachulish.
CAMPBELL - Richard, 
passed away April 15, 2015.
 Big brother, brother-in-law 
and uncle, sadly gone but 
never forgotten, always in 
our hearts.
- Marina, David, Davina and 
Iona.
CURRIE - Remembering 
today and every day Caroline, 
died April 17, 1992.
Life’s not measured by the 
years you lived
But by the love you gave and 
the things you did
Will those who think of her 
today
A little prayer to Jesus say.
- Mum, Dad and family.

HOWIESON - Fond 
memories of Billy my dear 
husband, passed away April 
13, 2014.
Always in my heart.
- Sandra x
MACEWAN - Remembering 
today and every day my 
dear husband, father and 
grandfather who died April 
12, 2007.
Time may pass and fade away
But love and memories 
forever stay.
- Joan and family xx
MACINTYRE - 
Remembering with love our 
dear parents, Duncan who 
died December 19, 1981 and 
Betsy on April 16, 1988. Also 
remembering dear ones gone 
before and after.
Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every 
day.
- Inserted by the family, 
formerly of Kilvaree Farm, 
Connel and latterly Cruachan, 
Strathyre.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of our dearly loved 
and missed parents and 
grandparents, Isabella, died 
April 15, 2011 and John, died 
March 11, 2006.
Deep are the memories
Precious they will stay
No passing of time
Will take them away.
Together forever in God’s 
loving care.
- Donald John, Janette, Keith, 
Iain and Allan.
PROSSER - MAXWELL 
- In loving memory of my 
daughter Yvonne, died April 
6, 1989, 3 years old.
An angel in Heaven, always 
in my heart.
- Love Daddy x
TIMMS - Treasured 
memories of a dear dad 
and grand-dad Arthur, who 
passed away April 17, 1984. 
Also remembering all other 
loved ones.
Silent thoughts of times 
together
Hold memories that last for 
ever.
- Love Catherine, Lachie and 
family.



Pool OBAN POOL LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE
                               P    W   D   L    GF    GA  GD  PTS
1  Lancaster A  16   14   1    1    150     42    108    29
2  Lochavullin’s Cellar  16   14   1    1    137     55      82    29
3  Lochnell                16   13   1    2    144     48      96    27
4  Markie Dans A       15    8    3    4    110     70      40    19
5  Lancaster B           16    9    1    6    111     81      30    19
6  Gluepot                 15    8    0    7     93     87        6     16
7  Markie Dans B       16    4    1   11    76    116     -40     9
8  Lochavullin             16    3    0   11    65    127    -62      6
9  Wide Mouthed Frog  16    2    0   14    40    152   -112     4
10 Outreach              16    0    0   16    20    172   -152     0

RESULTS: April 7 - Lo-
chavullin’s Cellar 11-1 Wide 
Mouthed Frog;  Lochnell 5-7 
Lancaster A; Markie Dans 
A 8-4 Lochavullin; Outreach 
1-11 Lancaster B; Gluepot 9-3 
Markie Dans B.

Fixtures: April 14 - Lo-
chavullin’s Cellar v Lancaster 
A - Oban Filling Station Cup 
Final;  Gluepot v Markie Dans 
A - League.

Lancaster A keep the pressure on
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Dalmally
Finnart                                  3
Oban Saints                  3
SAFL Premier Division

Rallying

Missed chances prove costly as 
Saints draw away at Finnart

Football

ROUND two of the Scottish Tarmac 
Rally Championship took place at In-
gliston Showground on Saturday with 
mixed results for the Argyll crews who 
made the trip.  The eight competitive 
stages at Ingliston are held in the shad-
ow of the control tower at Edinburgh 
Airport - which was handy as the 
course has two big jumps where crews 

Winners John Marshall and Scott 
Crawford in their Subaru Impreza. 

Chris McCallum and Donald Bowness 
take to the air in their MkII Escort. 

Plenty of aerial action at Ingliston Tarmac rally
would have been justified in having to 
request permission for take-off. 

Dunfermline Car Club, which also 
hosts the Mach 1 Stages at Machrih-
anish in July, once again provided a 
stern test of man and machine and ran 
the day’s action like clockwork. 

Mid Argyll’s Donald Bowness, who 
would normally be driving his little 

red Nova, took to the co-driver’s seat 
in a very quick MkII Escort driven 
by Chris McCallum, a title contender 
from recent championships. Technical 
difficulties stopped the pair from reg-
istering a result – but the day certainly 
reinforced Bowness’s love for the old 
Fords

His normal co-driver, Ian Parker, 

was also out in a MkII Escort, with 
Alex Adams at the wheel. 

A cracking day’s driving saw the 
Escort record some very competitive 
times and snatch 16th overall and 
second in class four. 

The last of the Argyll crews compet-
ing were mother and son duo Lois and 
George Fell from Glenbarr in their 

Ford Puma. This was a decent run out 
for the pair, with George Fell getting 
neater and quicker with every stage 
mile completed.

The event was won by John Marshall 
and Scott Crawford in their brand new 
Teg Sport Subaru Impreza with Gary 
and Gordon Adam taking second in 
their MkII Escort, and Alistair and 

Colin Inglis completing the podium in 
their Lotus Exige. 

All eyes now turn to Crail in Fife, 
where the next round of the champi-
onship – the Summer Stages – will be 
held in June.

Alex Adams and Ian Parker also in a 
Mkll Escort � nished second in Class 4.

Mother and son George and Lois Fell 
in their orange and black Ford Puma.

Gary and Gordon Adam � nished 
second in their MkII Escort.

Alistair and Colin Inglis completed 
the podium in their Lotus Exige.

Golf News

Allan Mackay shields the ball from Finnart’s Andy Robertson.

Donald Campbell lines up a volley which � ew into the back of the Finnart net for Saints’ � rst goal

SAINTS travelled to Glasgow 
Green last Saturday in search 
of three precious points to keep 
their Scottish Amateur Football 
League Premier Division hopes 
alive. 

Injuries, holidays, and work 
commitments robbed the trav-
elling party of five of the squad 
that had slipped agonisingly out 
of the Scottish Amateur Cup 
on Saints’ last outing. With long 
term injury victim Martin Bonar 
and the suspended Dene Cassells 
also unavailable, manager Alex 
Craik’s options were stretched to 
the limit.

A mix-up with pitch lets meant 
a late switch from 3G to grass 
and a delay to the kick off while 
a Glasgow City Council grounds-
man marked out the long but 
extremely narrow park.

Saints fell behind in the third 
minute. Finnart left full back An-
drew Robertson made a terrific 
run on the left wing and forced 
his way into the box past David 
McArthur and Marc MacCallum 
before cutting back on to his right 
foot and curling a delightful shot 
into the postage stamp corner 
giving Thomas McCulloch no 
chance. 

The home side doubled their 
advantage in the 14th minute 
with a long ball over the top 
catching out Dougal Graham 
and allowing right winger An-
drew Forrest to run in behind 
and dispatch a fierce right foot 
shot past a hopelessly exposed 
McCulloch. 

Saints produced their best 
move of the first half in the 17th 
minute with Allan Mackay and 

LADIES’ Easter Cup (nine 
holes) - 1 June Sutherland 18pts; 
2 Ann Munro 17pts; 3 Alison 
Livingstone 14pts.
 Gents’ medal qualifier - 1 Gra-
ham Morrice  (12) 63;  2 Gary 
Wilson (19) 68;  3 John MacKech-
nie (18) 69.

Donald Campbell linking up well 
to set up Scott Maitland for a 
right-foot shot from the edge of 
the box which had Brian Paton 
at full stretch to tip round his left 
hand post for a corner kick.

Ross Maitland flighted over 
the corner kick from the right 
which the Finnart defence could 
only partially clear. Campbell 
gathered the loose ball just inside 
the box and deftly volleyed the 
ball over a ruck of players into the 
postage stamp corner squeezing 
the ball in between the cross bar 
and the head of Ryan McLean on 
the goal line to half the deficit.

Dougal Graham picked up the 
first yellow card of the afternoon 
in the 20th minute for a foul on 
Forrest leaving the Saints full 
back with no margin for error in 
his battle with the lively winger.

Forrest was quick to exploit this 
advantage outpacing Graham on 
the right wing before sending in 
a tempting cross to which Daniel 
Taylor was quickest to react 
getting across Paul Kerr to bullet 
a header past McCulloch to 
restore the home side’s two goal 
advantage.

The 3-1 score line at this stage 
was very harsh on Saints who 
were playing some decent foot-
ball but full credit to Finnart who 
ruthlessly punished any mistake 
from the new-look Saints back 
four. 

The visitors pulled a goal back 
when Campbell took a throw-in 
from the left which Mackay 
flicked on at the near post to 
the waiting Ross Maitland who 
reacted quicker than his marker 
Ben Mills to prod the ball home 
from six yards to once again 
bring Saints back to just one goal 
behind.

There was no further scoring 

in the first 45 minutes but the 
feeling in the Saints camp was 
that they were creating plenty 
of chances and the second goal 
should give them a platform to 
build upon in the second half.

Saints were quickly out the 
traps for the second 45 and 
straight from the kick-off  Camp-
bell strode forward holding off 
several challenges before curling 

a right foot shot from the edge of 
the D inches wide of the junction 
of post and crossbar. 

Saints continued their good ap-
proach play with Ross Maitland 
and McArthur combining well 
on the right for Ross Maitland to 
send in a deep cross which Philip 
McCabe headed behind at the 
back post for a corner kick.

Manager Alex Craik made his 
only change of the afternoon 
in the 58th minute withdrawing 
MacArthur, who had been strug-
gling with a back injury, replacing 
him with new signing Craig 
Campbell. He returns to the club 
following the unfortunate demise 
of Oban Athletic and will be a 

valuable addition to the squad 
for the title and Jimmy Marshall 
Trophy run-in.

The woodwork came to the 
home side’s rescue in the 68th 
minute after Ross Maitland again 
made good ground on the right.

McCabe got across well to halt 
the wee man’s run at the expense 
of a throw-in. Saints had profited 
from a similar situation in the 
first half and very nearly repeated 
the trick when Craig Campbell 
flicked on namesake Donald’s 
throw-in to the back post where 
an under pressure Graham 
stabbed out a foot but only 
succeeded in turning the ball 
onto the cross bar with the home 
defence scrambling the loose ball 
behind for a corner kick. 

 With 15 minutes remaining 
Saints midfield anchorman Keith 
Millar joined the attack to good 
effect working a one-two with 
Donald Campbell to open up 
the Finnart defence for Ross 
Maitland who was thwarted just 
as he was about to pull the trigger 
by a last ditch saving tackle by 
Andrew Robertson. 

There was a definite feeling on 
the sidelines that it just wasn’t 
going to be Saints day as first 
Mackay and then Donald Camp-
bell squandered good chances 
which nine times out of 10 they 
would have gobbled up. 

Good work on the left from 
Scott Maitland and Dean Smith 
set up Mackay in the box but 
he delayed too long allowing 
Paton to narrow the angle and 
smother Mackay’s tame shot with 
a frustrated Donald Campbell 
screaming for a square pass and 
an easy tap-in. 

Saints kept the pressure on 
and were eventually rewarded 
for their persistence with just 

six minutes remaining. Finnart 
repelled yet another Saints attack 
but only as far as the half way line 
where Marc MacCallum won a 
foot race with Ryan McLean to 
swing in a deep cross from the 
right to the corner of the Finnart 
box where both Mackay and 
Craig Campbell made well-timed 
runs to beat the Finnart offside 
trap.

Craig Campbell calmly chested 
the ball down and volleyed into 
the bottom corner of the net past 
Paton’s despairing dive to mark 
a memorable debut with a vital 
goal. 

At the final whistle there was 
a sense of disappointment that 
Saints hadn’t managed to turn 
their second half domination 
into more goals. However, given 
Finnart’s recent excellent results 
against St Joseph’s FP and Gold-
enhill, a share of the points from 
this tricky away fixture is by no 
means a bad result.

Saints were due to play Clyde-
bankaway in the Marshall Cup 
last night (Wednesday). They 
don’t have a game on Saturday.

New signing Craig Campbell 
scored on his debut

MARCH medal played Sunday 
March 20 - 1 A MacFarlane nett 
35; 2 A MacAllister nett 35; 3 
RShaw nett 35.

Marshall Trophy played Sunday 
March 27 - 1 R Quail, L Gairns, 
D Livingstone nett 30; 2 A 
MacLean, C Davey, S Graham 
nett 31.

Mrs MacIntyre Trophy played 
Sunday April 3 - 1 R MacLean 
+2; 2 D Livingstone all square; 3 
J Rozga  all square.

Islay

THE TEAM of Phillip Murphy, 
James Muir and Steven Murphy 
won the three-man Stableford at 
Glencruitten on Saturday with a 
score of 108 points.

In second place with a score of 
106 points were Alan Garret, Ian 
Harris and Andrew McHardy

The first round of the MacKay 
Cup takes place on Saturday with 
the second round on Sunday with 
the Captain’s Prize.

Glencruitten

ARDRISHAIG athlete Claire 
Thompson picked up two Euro-
pean bronze medals at the Mas-
ters Athletics Championships in 
Ancona, Italy.

Claire, 40, now lives in Glasgow 
and represented Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland in the 
five-kilometre cross country. 

She took bronze in a time of 
20.44 minutes, only 17 seconds 
behind German silver medallist 
Bach Daniella. She went on 
to pick up a second European 
bronze as part of Team GB, 
along with Arran runner Tracey 
Priestly.

Claire is a former Lochgilphead 
High School pupil who began her 
running career as a junior with 
Mid Argyll Athletic Club. She 
also set season’s best times in the 
indoor 3,000m and 1,500m at the 
same event.

Athletics

Bronze medals for 
Ardrishaig runner

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2450
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given 
for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

D Cameron, 
Inverlochy

&

J Petrie,
Lochybridge
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Oban Camanachd top the 
Premiership after narrow 
1-0 win over Kinlochshiel 

28 SHINTY

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup

SHINTY
Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures

Marine Harvest Premiership
                  P      W      D      L       F       A    Pts
Oban Camanachd  4        3       1       0        9       4       7
Lovat   4        3       0       1      12       8       6    
Newtonmore  3        2       1       0      12       2       5
Kyles Athletic  3        2       1       0      13       7       5
Kingussie  5        2       1       2       7        8       5      
Kinlochshiel  4        2       0       2       8        6       4
Skye   2        0       2       0       3        3       2      
Glenurquhart  4        1       0       3       5      13       2    
Lochaber   5        0       2       3       5      16       2      
Fort William  4        0       0       4       4      11       0

GLENURQUHART’S 2015 RBS 
MacTavish Cup winning side headed 
off for the trip of a lifetime to New 
York last weekend where they took 
part in the 18th Annual Tartan Day 
Parade down 6th Avenue.

For Glenurquhart club president 
Garry Mackintosh, the invitation 
to his club to strut their stuff on the 
streets of Big Apple came as a massive 
surprise – but a very welcome one at 
that.  ‘Just after our RBS MacTavish 
Cup triumph over Newtonmore last 
June I was contacted by Alan L Bain, 
President of the National Tartan Day 
New York Committee, who suggested 
we take the side across, march in the 
parade and also showcase Scotland’s 
indigenous sport with an exhibition 
match in Central Park.

‘Clearly they had noted our historic 
victory in the media – our first success 
in the MacTavish in over a century of 
trying – and I suppose the idea of a 
team of shinty players from the shores 
of Loch Ness caught the American 
imagination. The Loch and its mon-
ster are, after all, a global brand. 

‘We sat on the idea for a while but 

Glenurquhart play an away 
game in the Big Apple

Kingussie’s Gary Munro tries some gymnastics during last Saturday’s Premiership game against Lovat - but the dog doesn’t look too impressed.
 Photo: Neil Paterson

Craig MacPhail, SCOTS is tackled by Caberfeidh’s Robert Macreadie 
during last weekend’s Sutherland Cup tie at Strathpe� er which the 

home side won 7-2. Photo: Neil Paterson

The Shinty Round Up - Satur-
day April 9

Wet weather continued to blight 
the start of the new shinty season 
although the majority of games 
did beat the elements on Satur-
day.

Gregor Cameron 
Consultancy 
Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup - 
� rst round
Glenorchy P 
Oban Celtic P 
The final Gregor Cameron 
Consultancy Glasgow Celtic So-
ciety Cup first round tie between 
Glenorchy and Oban Celtic was 
postponed for the third time of 
asking as Mart Park was unplay-
able. 

The teams will try again this 
coming Saturday and they have 
still to meet in the first round of 
the Balliemore Cup, with that tie 
to be played in Oban. 

Balliemore Cup - 
� rst round 
Inveraray 0 
Kilmallie 1
The tie of the Balliemore Cup 
first round was the 3pm throw up 

Oban Camanachd 1
Kinlochshiel 0
Oban Camanachd moved to 
the top of the Marine Harvest 
Premiership with a hard-fought  
1-0 win over tough opponents 
Kinlochshiel which included a 
vintage performance from Gavin 
Stobbart in goals for the red and 
blacks.
 Despite heavy overnight rain, 

Mossfield passed an 8am pitch 
inspection following hard work 
by ground staff.

The visitors started brightly 
and were posing problems for 
the home side who were finding 
it difficult to settle into their  
normal expansive game that has 
served them so well this season

However, the defensive unit 
of Garry Lord, Scott McKillop, 

Gary McKerracher and the 
impressive team captain James 
MacMillan looked comfortable 
at the back dealing with the lively 
visiting forward line.
 Somewhat against the run of 
play, wing centre Aidan MacIn-
tyre shot home a 20-yard drive 
into the corner of the net to give 
the home side a lead their play 
barely deserved.

Kinlochshiel pressed forward 
but found keeper Gavin Stobbart 
in terrific form, bringing off two 
fine saves. 

Team manager Ian Hay made 
the first change 10 minutes before 
half-time withdrawing Malcolm 
Clark and bringing on Andrew 
‘Papa’ McCuish to bolster the in-
effective forward line which was 
finding life difficult against the 
close marking of the Kinlochshiel 
defence. 

Whatever was said at half-time 

seemed to have the desired effect 
with Camanachd enjoying their 
best spell at the start of the sec-
ond half.

The combination up front of 
Lorne Dickie, Connor Howe and 
Willie Neilson was now posing 
problems for the Kinlochshiel 
defence and with the midfield of 
Scott MacMillan, Daniel Camer-
on and Aidan MacIntyre finally 
controlling their area, the home 
side thought they had scored 
again, 

Saved
But Willie Neilson’s net-bound 

volley was saved spectacularly by 
the Kinlochshiel keeper.  

Further substitutions by the 
home side saw youngsters Daniel 
MacVicar and David Lafferty on 
in an effort to secure the win that 
would take Camanachd to the top 
of the premier league.  

However, it was Kinlochshiel 

who pressed in the last 15 min-
utes looking for the equaliser and 
the home side has keeper Gavin 
Stobbart to thank with a string of 
fine saves that ensured victory for 
the home team.

There was much relief for the 
home support when referee Gra-
ham Cameron blew for full time. 

Team manager Ian Hay said:  
‘While we didn’t play particularly 
well, we have ground out a result 
against difficult opponents which 
was pleasing. 

‘We have keeper Gavin Stob-
bart to thank for some really 
excellent saves.’

With Daniel Cameron’s wed-
ding celebrations taking priority 
this weekend no fixture has been 
allocated for this Saurday. 

The following weekend Ca-
manachd travel to Glendaruel 
to play an in-form Col Glen in a 
difficult Glasgow Celtic Cup Tie.

between Marine Harvest Nation-
al Division title rivals Kilmallie 
and Inveraray. This encounter 
was originally scheduled for Ca-
nal Parks but was switched to the 
Winterton on Saturday morning 
because of an unplayable field. 

Kilmallie were without Craig 
MacIsaac, Peter Carmichael, 
Liam Cameron and Liam Mac-
Donald in their RBS MacTavish 
Cup first round defeat to Skye 
last weekend and all but the 
injured MacDonald returned for 
this one. 

Mark MacPherson’s squad was 
tested though as Duncan Rodger 
and Steven McAllister were 
missing, as was Ryan Stewart 
who suffered a hamstring injury 
against Skye. 

Inveraray boss Ruaraidh 
Graham fielded a strong side, 
including the returning Garry 
MacPherson. David Robertson 
was back from injury and he 
started on the bench alongside 
Fraser Watt. 

The pitch was soft but playable 
and Kilmallie took the lead after 
12 minutes when Michael Rodg-
er, who had been well-shadowed 
by Ally Munro, got away from his 
marker to score a well-taken goal. 

Referee Lachie Wood showed 
an early yellow card to Kilmallie 
defender Craig MacIsaac who 
was eventually moved up front in 
the first half. 

Inveraray had a chance to 
level when wing centre David 

MacPherson got away from Innes 
Blackhall but his back-post shot 
rose over the bar. 

Inveraray deployed Nicolas 
Crawford in attack and he found 
himself one-on-one with Kil-
mallie keeper Shane Gillies who 
made an excellent save. 

Shane Gillies was called into 
action once more just before the 
break and he made a fantastic 
stop from a Garry MacPherson 
shot. 

Inveraray player/manager 
Ruaraidh Graham came on for 
an injured Grant Griffin in the 
second half and, on another day, 
he could have scored a couple of 
goals. 

Inveraray goalie Scott MacLa-
chlan was also busy in goals, 
although his saves were more of 
a routine nature. 

Both defences were solid and 
Kilmallie moved Michael Rodg-
er back into their rear-guard to 
help protect their lead. 

David Robertson’s return 
from a back injury is a boost for 
Inveraray, but they are finding 
goals hard to come by. 

Kilmallie are one of the fancied 
teams in this tournament and 
they will be at home to Ballachu-
lish or Glasgow Mid Argyll in 
the quarter-finals on Saturday 21 
May 21. 

Strathglass 1 
Bute 1
(after extra-time - Strathglass 
won 1-0 on penalties)
Another tie which caught the eye 
was the 3pm throw up between 
Marine Harvest North Division 
1 table-toppers Strathglass and 
Bute from the Marine Harvest 
National Division. 

This one could hardly have 
been closer and it eventually took 
penalties to separate the sides.

Bute’s Arran Dunn was free of 
suspension.

James Craig put Bute ahead 
after 35 minutes. However, Barry 
John Phimmister drew Strath-
glass level on 41 minutes. 

With no goals in the second 
half, referee Archie Ritchie took 
the tie to extra time. 

There was no further scoring 
so the outcome was settled by 
a penalty shoot-out. After ten 
spot-hits, Strathglass stalwart 
Donald Fraser was the only 
player to score, mainly because 
of some very good goalkeeping.   

Strathglass will now host Tay-
nuilt in the quarter-finals. 

Caberfeidh 2 
Inverness 1
Caberfeidh progressed in the 
Balliemore Cup after they beat 
Inverness 2-1 in their 3pm throw 
up at Castle Leod.

Inverness defender David 
Campbell sat this one out as he 
served the second match of a two 
game ban for passing through the 
disciplinary points threshold. 

Craig Nicholson returned 
following a hand injury and came 
on as a substitute for the last 15 
minutes of the game.  

The sides met at the same 
venue on league duty on the 
second Saturday of the shinty 

season with Cabers running out 
4-1 winners. 

This, in comparison, was a 
much closer affair. 

Martin MacDonald gave Ca-
bers the lead after 19 minutes 
after a move, which started in the 
midfield, cut open the Inverness 
defence. 

Ally MacLennan scored a 
crucial second just a minute be-
fore the interval. A rebound fell 
perfectly for the Cabers talisman 
and he couldn’t miss.

James Cameron pulled a goal 
back for Inverness with 10 min-
utes remaining. Cameron held 
the ball up, turned the full back, 
before hitting a hard, waist-high 
shot past the keeper to make it 
2-1

There was to be no comeback 
though, so Cabers won the day. 

Inverness co-managers Drew 
McNeil and Allan MacRae will 
have taken great heart in the per-
formance of young wing centre 
William MacKinnon who had an 
outstanding game. 

Aberdour 3 
Col Glen 1 
A powerful first-half perfor-
mance helped Aberdour to a 3-1 
win over Col Glen in their 3pm 
throw up at Silver Sands.

Col Glen made a good start but 
Angus Thorburn put Aberdour 
in front with a goal after 20 
minutes. 

A Roddy MacColl brace on 26 
and 32 minutes made it 3-0 at 
half time. Kevin Latimer set up 
McColl’s first before the prolific 
scorer added a second shortly 
after.

McColl had a chance to com-
plete his hat-trick in the second 
half when referee David Mitchell 
awarded the home side a penalty 
for a kick. However, the Aber-
dour danger-man didn’t hit the 
ball as he would have liked and 
the chance was gone. 

Scott MacVicar pulled a goal 
back for Col Glen with a fierce 
strike a couple of minutes from 
time but it’s Aberdour who go 
forward to meet Caberfeidh at 
Castle Leod in the last eight of 
the competition.

Ballachulish P 
Glasgow Mid Argyll P
The tie between Glasgow Mid 
Argyll and Ballachulish was post-
poned on Saturday morning as 
the Jubilee Park was unplayable. 

Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup – 
� rst round
Glenurquhart 2 
Lochside Rovers 1
(after extra time)
There was an eye-catching 
Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup first round tie between the 
Glenurquhart’s second team and 
Lochside Rovers at Blairbeg. 

Glenurquhart were forced to 
take the field without six of the 
players who played against the 
Kinlochshiel second team the 
previous weekend. Stuart Reid, 

Calum Smith, Arran MacDonald, 
Rory MacLean, James MacPher-
son and Cairn Urquhart were all 
part of the 22-player squad which 
made the trip to New York City 
to take part in Tartan Week on 
Saturday April 9, playing an exhi-
bition shinty match at Dyckman 
Soccer Field on Sunday April 10.

They were able to give Conner 
Golabek the number 9 shirt 
though and he was to make a 
telling contribution. 

Lochside Rovers’ Jordan Kerr 
started his two-match ban for his 
red card in the team’s last outing 
- a 2-0 defeat to Oban Celtic on 
Saturday March 19 - but there 
were places for Iain MacMillan, 
Keith MacMillan and Robert 
Alexander. 

Lochside Rovers stuck first with 
Keith Burnett giving the Oban 
side a 32-minute lead.

Connor Golabek got the Glen 
back on level terms when he 
found the back of the net on 59 
minutes. 

And that’s the way it stayed 
until referee Martin MacLean’s 
final whistle, so the tie went into 
extra-time. 

The winning goal came on 103 
minutes when Connor Golabek 
got his second to clinch a second 
round spot at home to Lochcar-
ron.   

Caberfeidh 7 
SCOTS Camanachd 2
The Caberfeidh reserves and 
forces side SCOTS Camanachd 
took part in the first match of the 
day; a noon throw up at Castle 
Leod.

There was an early exchange of 
goals as Gavin McLaughlan put 
Cabers ahead after four minutes 
only for Colin Irving to level on 
eight minutes. 

Two goals in a couple of minutes 
then gave the home side the edge. 

Former Inverness player Brian 
Mackain got his first goal since 
his pre-season switch on 23 
minutes and Gavin McLaughlan 
got his second 60 seconds later 
to make it 3-1 and the home side 
took this lead into the break. 

Cabers started to pull away 
in the second half with Gavin 
McLaughlan completing his hat-
trick on 61 minutes and Stuart 
Kryzanowski making it 5-1 on 70 
minutes.

The SCOTS showed plenty 
fight though and former Skye 
Camanachd player Ian Munro 
pulled a goal back to make it 5-2 
with 10 minutes remaining.

Two late goals put gloss on the 
final outcome. Stuart Kryzan-
owski got his second just three 
minutes from time and James 
Rolfe rounded off the scoring 
a minute before referee Daniel 
MacRae’s full time whistle to 
make it 7-2.  

The Caberfeidh colts will 
now host the winners of next 
weekend’s tie between the Kyles 
Athletic and Fort William second 
teams in the next round. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll 0 
Skye Camanachd 3
Skye Camanachd seconds beat 
Glasgow Mid Argyll seconds 3-0 

in their 2pm throw up at Yoker.
Skye showed no ill-effects from 

their early start and long journey 
south as John Angus MacInnes 
got onto the end of a Ryan Mor-
rison pass to give his team the 
lead with just three minutes on 
the clock.

Former Skye player David 
Nicolson lined up at full back for 
GMA but he had to come off af-
ter taking a knock in a challenge 
from John Angus MacInnes. 

He came back on later in the 
game at full forward where he 
was marked by Skye captain 
David Grant. 

Skye thought they were about 
to score a second but referee 
Jon Gallagher blew the half time 
whistle just as John Angus Mac-
Innes was about to shoot.  

On a difficult surface, Skye had 
to wait until the tail-end of the tie 
to wrap up the win. 

Iain MacLellan pushed forward 
from wing centre to make it 2-0 
after 87 minutes. MacLellan 
played a one-two with James 
Pringle and his shot took a de-
flection off a defenders leg on the 
way into the net. 

Two of Skye’s young substitutes 
combined to get their team’s 
third goal a minute from time. 
Ross Gordon sent a shot from 
distance on target and whilst the 
keeper saved his effort, Ruaraidh 
MacLeod followed up to score 
from the rebound.

Skye’s third young sub, Sam 
MacPhee, came on during the 
second half to make his debut at 
reserve team level. 

Skye will now travel to the Eilan 
to face the Newtonmore seconds 
in the next round. 

 
Inverness 0 
Lochaber 6
Lochaber’s second team are 
through to the next round of the 
Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup after they beat the Inverness 
second team 6-0 at Bught Park. 

Stuart Matheson put Lochaber 
ahead on eight minutes and 
Danny Delaney made it 2-0 on 20 
minutes. 

The match then belonged to 
Keith Neville who scored one of 
the Spean Bridge side’s goals in 
their 4-1 league win over Glen-
garry the previous weekend. 

Neville netted four times in 
the first half on 22, 25, 36 and 
42 minutes to make it 6-0 at the 
break.

Surprisingly, there were no 
goals in the second half and the 

Lochaber colts have an away-day 
against Tayforth to look forward 
to in the next round.  

Oban Lorn 1 
Lewis Camanachd 1
(after extra-time - Oban Lorn 
won 2-0 on penalties)
Oban Lorn and Lewis Cama-
nachd met for the first time in a 
3.30pm throw up at Ganavan.

The Oban pitch passed a Satur-
day morning inspection so the tie 
went ahead. 

Oban Lorn’s Calum MacLean 
and Daniel MacKinnon were 
both free of suspension. 

Keeper Graham Cay was still 
missing for Lewis so Eoghan 
Stewart continued to deputise in 
goal. 

Lewis forward Scott MacLeod 
forced an early save and although 
the visitors had the ball in the 
net a couple of minutes later, the 
effort was ruled out by referee 
Iain Kennedy for a kick. 

Oban Lorn then enjoyed a 
period of pressure before play 
switched to the other end and 
Paul Duke sent a strike just past 
the post after Scott MacLeod saw 
his initial effort well saved.  
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Saturday April 9
Gregor Cameron
Consultancy 
Celtic Society Cup 1st Round
Glenorchy P-P Oban Celtic
Unplayable field     

Balliemore Cup 1st Round
Strathglass 1-1 Bute
Strathglass won 1-0 on penalties
Inveraray 0-1 Kilmallie 
Caberfeidh 2-1 Inverness 
Ballachulish P-P Glasgow MA
Aberdour 3-1 Col Glen 

Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup 1st Round
Caberfeidh 7-2 SCOTS Caman
Oban Lorn 1-1 Lewis
Lorn won 2-0 on penalties 
Aberdeen Uni P-P Kinlochshiel
Unplayable field
Kilmallie P-P Lovat  
Unplayable Field 
Inverness 0-6 Lochaber 
Beauly 6-0 Caithness 
Kilmory P-P Inveraray
Unplayable field 
Glenurquhart 2-1 Lochside
after extra time
Aberdour P-P Kingussie
Unplayable field 
Glasgow MA 0-3 Skye 

Marine Harvest Premiership
Lovat 3-2 Kingussie 
Lochaber 0-3 Newtonmore 
Oban Caman 1-0 Kinlochshiel
Skye P-P Fort William
Unplayable field  

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Strathspey 0-4 Lochcarron 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Bute P-P Tayforth
Unplayable field

A few important shinty dates are listed below for the diary.  Please 
note there is only one international match planned for the senior 
men against the Irish this year, to be played in Inverness on Sat-
urday October 22.

Saturday June 11: RBS MacTavish Cup Final, Bught Park,
Inverness
Saturday June 25: Gregor Cameron Consultancy Celtic
Society Cup Final, Sports Field, Taynuilt
Wednesday June 29: Camanachd Association Area
Consultation Meeting, Fort William
Wednesday July 6: Camanachd Association Area
Consultation Meeting, Strathpeffer
Wednesday July 13: Camanachd Association Area
Consultation Meeting, Oban
Saturday July 16: Balliemore Cup Final, venue tbc
Wednesday 20th July: Camanachd Association Area
Consultation Meeting, Glasgow
Saturday July 30: Aberdein Considine Sutherland Cup Final, 
venue tbc
Saturday August 27: Womens Finals Day (Valerie Fraser
Camanachd Cup Final and Marine Harvest Challenge Cup 
Final), Sports Field, Taynuilt
Satruday August 27: U21 Caol Cup, venue tbc
Saturday September 3: Artemis Macaulay Cup Final,
Mossfield Stadium, Oban
Saturday September 10: Strathdearn and Bullough Cup 
Finals, venues tbc
Saturday September 17: Camanachd Cup Final, An Aird,
Fort William
Friday October 21: Marine Harvest National Shinty Awards, 
Drumossie Hotel, Inverness
Saturday October 22: Marine Harvest Shinty/Hurling
International (Senior Men, Senior Women & U21 Men) Bught
Park, Inverness.
Friday November 25: Camanachd Association Annual
General Meeting, Fort William

Key shinty dates confi rmed

then having been joined in the venture 
by several strategic sponsors we real-
ized we could seize the opportunity of 
a lifetime.

‘We brought on board tartan spe-
cialist Scotkilt Ltd which supplied 
us with our kilts for the trip, Alan 
Macpherson of Tanera Camans who 
provided our shinty sticks, Tomatin 
Distillery, Ark Estates (Scotland) Ltd 
and Highland Council, all of whom 
saw our trip as a positive boost for the 
Highlands.’

Returned
A party of 30 players and officials, 

accompanied by the current president 
of the Camanachd Association, 
Glenurquhart native Jim Barr, left 
Drumnadrochit for New York on Fri-
day April 8 and returned to the Glen 
on Monday

Glenurquhart Shinty Club wish to 
thank the generous sponsors without 
whom this event would not have been 
possible: Scotkilt Tomatin Scotch 
Whisky Distillery; Tanera Camans; 
The Highland Council; NYC Tartan 
Week; Loch Ness Inn Drumnadrochit;  
MackintoshJoinery and ARKEstates.

Glenurquhart play an away 
game in the Big Apple

Kingussie’s Gary Munro tries some gymnastics during last Saturday’s Premiership game against Lovat - but the dog doesn’t look too impressed.
 Photo: Neil Paterson

Glenurquhart’s Finlay Ralston shields the ball from Lochside Rovers’ Gary Kirkpatrick during the 
Sutherland Cup tie at Blairbeg Park, Drumnadrochit. The home side won a close game 2-1 after 

extra time. Photo: Donald Cameron

Lewis player/manager Duncan 
MacIntyre shot wide and there 
were chances at both ends as the 
first half drew to a close. 

It was Oban Lorn who made 
the vital break-through when a 
shot from distance from former 
Lochside Rovers player Craig 
MacDougall flew into the back 
of the net to make it 1-0 on the 
stroke of half-time. 

The end-to-end nature of the 
tie continued and whilst Lewis 
went on the ascendency from the 
restart, the Oban side dealt with 
the attacks on their goal and then 
made chances of their own.

Lewis almost drew level when a 
terrific strike from Will Church 
cracked off the crossbar but Paul 
Duke was on hand to slot the 
rebound into the back of the net 
with 65 minutes played. 

Both sides had chances to win it 
during the regulation 90 minutes 
before referee Iain Kennedy took 
the contest into extra-time.

Paul Duke came within a whisk-
er of giving Lewis the lead when 
his shot came off the keeper and 
deflected to safety off the post.

Oban Lorn then twice went 
close, with the second attempt 

well saved by Eoghan Stewart. 
This one could have gone 

either way before Iain Kennedy 
signalled for a penalty shoot-out. 

In the end, David Martin and 
Charlie Spreadbury scored from 
the spot to give Oban Lorn a 2-0 
win. 

Oban Lorn will now travel to 
play the winners of the tie be-
tween Kilmory and the Inveraray 
second team.  

Beauly 6 
Caithness 0
The tie between Caithness and 
Beauly’s second team was re-
versed to Braeview Park during 
the week as Viewfirth Park, 
Thurso, was waterlogged. 

And it was the home side who 
won through to the second round 
with a 6-0 win in this 1.30pm 
throw up. 

Robbie Brindle gave Beauly 
the lead on five minutes and the 
same player added a second on 
19 minutes. Young Brindle was 
proving to be too hot to handle 
for the non-league side and he 
completed his hat-trick to make 
it 3-0 with five first half minutes 
remaining.

It was Brindle again on target 
on 53 minutes and on 77 minutes 
to score his and Beauly’s fifth 
goals of the afternoon and round 
off a terrific individual display. 

Rory Campbell rounded off 
the 6-0 win with a strike on 87 
minutes. 

Beauly will now travel to Smith 
Park to play Boleskine, who 
won their first round tie against 
Bute last weekend, in the second 
round.  

Caithness have ambitions of 
joining Marine Harvest North 
Division 2 and they can be 
pleased with how they fared 
against Marine Harvest North 
Division 1 opposition.   

Inveraray P 
Kilmory P
The tie between Kilmory and 
the Inveraray second team was 
switched to Strachurmore on Fri-
day afternoon as MacRae Park 
was unplayable. 

But Strachurmore failed a Sat-
urday morning pitch inspection 
so the tie has been rescheduled 
for this coming Saturday. 

Aberdour P 
Kingussie P
An unplayable field at Silver 
Sands led to the postponement 
of the noon encounter between 

the Aberdour and Kingussie sec-
onds so the teams will try again 
this coming Saturday with the 
winners travelling to Craigard to 
play Glengarry.

Aberdeen University P 
Kinlochshiel P
Aberdeen University’s Balgownie 
pitch was deemed unplayable on 
Saturday morning so the Students 
tie with the Kinlochshiel reserves 
was postponed. The sides will 
now meet this coming weekend.   

Kilmallie P 
Lovat P
The Kilmallie colts and the Lovat 
colts were left disappointed as 
their noon throw up at the Canal 
Parks was an early casualty of the 
wet weather. 
The match will now take place 
this Saturday.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Lovat 3 
Kingussie 2
After an action-packed closing 15 
minutes, Lovat finally fought off 
Kingussie to win 3-2 at Balgate.

Lovat were without Calum 
MacAulay, Drew Howie, Martin 
Mainland and Callum Cruden 
- all out injured - whilst Ryan 
Ferguson and Lorne Mackay 
were unavailable. 

Craig Mainland returned, as 
did Michael MacKenzie and 
there was a place at wing forward 
for Graeme MacMillan. Young 
Scott MacKenzie kept his place 
in defence. 

Kingussie keeper Craig Dawson 
returned for his first match of the 
season after injury and this al-
lowed Rory MacGregor to play at 
wing forward. Rory MacKeachan 
was also back, but Lee Bain was 
still out. 

James Hutchison came off 
injured at Mossfield last weekend 
but he was fit enough to start at 
full forward where he was closely 
marked by James Grieve. 

Greg Matheson got Lovat off to 
the perfect start when he netted 
after two minutes. 

A Lovat corner from the left 
was missed by the Kings defence 
and the ball fell nicely for Mathe-
son to score.

Fraser Munro moved forward 
unmarked on six minutes and he 
collected the ball on left side of 
the box. Despite two attempts, 
though, he couldn’t get a shot on 
target.

Lovat’s Craig Mainland was 
forced off injured after 36 min-
utes. 

Bailey MacKay came on in his 
place and Danny Kelly dropped 
back to buckshee back.

A couple of minutes later, a 
good save with his stick from 
Craig Dawson, just inside the 
post, denied Kevin Bartlett.                                              

Kingussie made a brighter start 
to the second half and on 53 min-
utes, Thomas Borthwick turned 
Danny Kelly and his fierce shot 
flew past the post with some 
supporters thinking the ball was 
in the net.

The resulting goal hit was 
swiftly moved up-field to Graeme 
MacMillan and his low shot was 
pushed away with his stick by 
Craig Dawson.

Thomas Borthwick’s aerial shot 
from a shy on 63 minutes pro-
duced a good save from Stuart 
MacDonald.  

With 20 minutes remaining, 
Kingussie made a switch as James 
Falconer replaced Savio Genini, 
who was having a quiet game.

Lovat’s Mark Kelly came on 
for Graeme MacMillan on 73 
minutes.

With 15 minutes remaining, the 
game hadn’t been a great spec-
tacle and it lacked goalmouth 
action. 

That was all about to change. 
First, Thomas Borthwick ran 
in on goal and was impeded by 
Lovat goalkeeper Stuart Mac-
Donald. 

Borthwick picked himself up to 
score with a well struck penalty to 
make it 1-1.

Kingussie introduced Ryan 
MacWilliam in place of Jake 
MacPherson on 83 minutes. 

Craig Mainland had come back 
on during the second half at wing 
centre and he sent a long shy 
down to the right corner to Lewis 
Tawse. 

Tawse’s cross-ball was well dealt 
with by Craig Dawson at the ex-
pense of a corner.

The resultant corner fell nicely 
for Kevin Bartlett and he scored 
with a low shot to put Lovat back 
in front with just four minutes 
remaining.

A minute later, a Lovat defend-

er kicked the ball at the edge of 
the ‘D’. 

A short free-hit was slipped 
into the path of the onrushing 
Thomas Borthwick who rocketed 
the ball into the back of the net to 
make it 2-2.

There was a frantic end to the 
game with both teams pushing 
forward for a winning goal. 

The drama peaked when the 
Kings’ defence cleared the ball 
up-field and Craig Mainland col-
lected possession in the middle 
of the park with no other player 
near him. 

From fully 40 yards out, and to 
the delight of the Lovat support, 
Mainland steadied himself and 
his powerful shot went high over 
the Kings’ defence and dropped 
just under the crossbar for a 
spectacular winning goal. 

There was only time left for 
referee John Angus Gilles to 
throw the ball up between the 
full centres and blow the final 
whistle. 

Thomas Borthwick was best 

for Kings with Kevin Bartlett 
and Craig Mainland shining for 
Lovat.

The final outcome was harsh on 
Kingussie who didn’t deserve to 
leave Balgate empty-handed but 
the points lift Lovat to second 
spot in the league.   

Lochaber 0 
Newtonmore 3 
Newtonmore moved up to third 
place in the table after they beat 
Lochaber 3-0 at Spean Bridge. 

There were concerns that the 
match might be called off on 

Saturday morning, but Lochaber 
officials monitored the condition 
of the pitch before a noon in-
spection gave the game the green 
light. 

The pitch was very soft in 
places, which wasn’t a surprise 
considering the recent rainfall. 
This made it difficult for the 
teams to play fluent shinty. 

Lochaber boss Ally Ferguson 
was without the injured Brian 
MacDonald, whilst full centre 
Neil MacDonald was ruled out 
with a hamstring injury sustained 
against Kyles Athletic the previ-
ous week. 

Newtonmore were without a 
fixture last weekend and Michael 
Ritchie continued in goal as 
Owen Fraser served the second 
match of a two game ban.

Manager Paul John MacK-
intosh had Paul MacArthur 
missing and Jamie Robinson was 
called into the squad after his 
appearance for the reserves the 
previous week. 

Newtonmore took the lead on 

13 minutes. Evan Menzies played 
in Glen MacKintosh down the 
’More left wing. MacKintosh 
cut the ball across the ‘D’ where 
Fraser MacKintosh poked the 
ball home for what was a well-
made goal. 

Fraser MacKintosh, who spent 
the pre-season in India, has been 
in fine form since his return and 
his second goal on 59 minutes 
came at a good time for the 
visitors. 

A ball into the Lochaber de-
fence caused the problem. The 
home side failed to deal with it 

and Fraser MacKintosh bobbled 
the ball over the goal line from 
a yard out whilst falling to his 
knees. 

Newtonmore went 3-0 ahead 
following a corner on 73 minutes. 
Evan Menzies showed good con-
trol as he took the ball down and 
slipped it past Lochaber keeper 
Callum MacDonald from inside 
the ‘D’.  

Lochaber put up a great fight 
and keeper Michael Ritchie 
came to his team’s rescue on a 
few occasions.  

The match was scrappy at times 
and both teams have displayed 
better hitting. Norman Campbell 
was outstanding at full centre for 
Newtonmore. He will play in the 
RBS MacTavish Cup semi-final 
against Skye Camanachd this 
coming Saturday before having 
planned knee surgery which 
will keep him out for at least six  
weeks. 

This make’s Jamie Robinson’s 
return all the more timely. 

Third place Newtonmore are 
ahead of Kyles Athletic and 
Kingussie on goal difference, 
whilst Lochaber stay in ninth 
spot, trailing Glenurquhart and 
Skye Camanachd, again on goal 
difference. 

Skye Camanachd P 
Fort William P
Skye Camanachd’s Pairc nan 
Laoch pitch was playable on 
Friday evening but overnight rain 
lead to the postponement of their 
meeting with Fort William. 

The option of a fixture reversal 
to An Aird was looked at, but it 
was also unplayable. 

Skye Camanachd have had a 
frustrating start to the new term, 
having only managed to play on 
three of the six Saturdays of the 
new shinty season.

Fort William will try to notch 
their first league point when they 
welcome Kinlochshiel to An Aird 
this coming Saturday in the Ma-
rine Harvest Premiership’s only 
scheduled fixture. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Strathspey Camanachd 0 
Lochcarron 4
Lochcarron collected both points 
with a 4-0 win over Strathspey 
Camanachd at Grantown Gram-
mar School.

The west coast side led 1-0 at 
the break, before clinching the 
points in the second half. 

Nick Dalgety scored twice with 
Peter MacKenzie, back in the 
side following a shoulder injury, 
and Lachlan Dean Morrice get-
ting the others.

The win lifts Lochcarron into 
third place in the table, ahead 
of the Lochaber seconds on goal 
difference. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute P 
Tayforth P
The meeting between Tayforth 
and the Bute seconds at the 
Meadows will be rescheduled for 
a later date.

Saturday April 16
RBS MacTavish Cup
2nd round
Strathglass v Kingussie  
Calum Girvan
Skye v Newtonmore  
Evan MacRae
Beauly v Lochaber  
Archie Ritchie - 3pm
Caberfeidh v Glenurquhart 
Graham Cameron

Gregor Cameron
Consultancy Celtic Cup
1st round
Glenorchy v Oban Celtic     
Innes Wood 
2nd Round
Kyles Athletic v Bute  
Robert Baxter - noon
Aberdour v Inveraray  
David Mitchell - 3pm

Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup
1st round
Aberdeen Uni v Kinlochshiel 
Brian MacKay
Aberdour v Kingussie  
Alan Harrison - Noon 
Kilmallie v Lovat    
Martin MacLean
Kilmory v Inveraray   
Scot McNeil - 2pm
Kyles Athletic v Fort William 
Ewan MacDonald - 3pm

Marine Harvest Premiership
Fort William v Kinlochshiel 
Lachie Wood  

Marine Harvest National 
Division 
Inverness v Kilmallie  
John Angus Gillies - noon

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Beauly v  Newtonmore  
Willie MacDonald - noon
Glenurquhart v Skye  
John Matheson

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers v Col Glen 
Deek Cameron 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine  v Strathspey  
Daniel MacRae 
Inverness v Glengarry  
Andy MacLean
Lochaber v Lewis   
Alex MacVicar
Lochcarron vCaberfeidh  
John Wood

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Dunoon v Tayforth   
Jon Gallagher
Oban Lorn v Bute   
Ross Brown
All throw ups 2.30pm unless 
stated.

Fixtures
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday April 14, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.10 1.4 11.19 2.8 17.22 1.4 23.25 2.9
Fri 06.33 1.6 13.25 2.7 18.34 1.5  **.** *.*
Sat 01.23 2.8 08.21 1.6 14.49 2.8 19.56 1.5
Sun 02.45 3.0 09.28 1.5 15.35 3.0 21.05 1.4
Mon 03.26 3.2 10.12 1.3 16.01 3.2 21.56 1.2
Tues 04.00 3.4 10.48 1.2 16.30 3.4 22.37 1.0
Wed 04.35 3.6 11.19 1.1 17.02 3.6 23.13 0.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

11
8

7

Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light east north easterly
 Temperatures 4°C to 10ºC.
Friday Cloudy 
 Winds moderate north north westerly
 Temperatures 1°C to 8ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Sunny intervals on Sunday
 Winds moderate northerly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 9ºC.

Oban Saints’ youths 
results and � xtures

Rugby

Curling

Tennis

Youth Football

Golf

Argyll and Bute                 58                        
Shawlands                          5
BT West Division 4

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division - Finnart 3, 
Oban Saints 3; Inverclyde v 
Campbeltown Pupils, postponed 
Premier Division One - Lochgil-
phead Red Star 0, Easthall Star 
2; Dunoon  5, Drumchapel 3; 
Premier Division Two - Tarbert 
2, Strathaven Dynamo 2.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division - Oban Saints 
no game; Campbeltown Pupils 
v Finnart; Premier Division 
One - Ferguslie Star v Dunoon; 
Neilston v Lochgilphead Red 
Star; Premier Division Two - 
Dumbaton Wanderers v Tarbert; 
Division One - Dunoon Athletic 
v Paisley. 

Football

Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and � xtures

LAST weekend’s results: Under 
13s no game; Baljaffray v Under 
14s postponed; Under 15s v 
Loch Lomond, postponed Port 
Glasgow v Under 16s; Under 
19s 5, Milngavie 2. Scoring for 
Saints were Alan Buchanan, 
Fraser MacFarlane (3) and 
Daniel Croarkin.
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Kilbowie Union v Under 13s; 
Under 14s v Ardencaple; Under 
15s v Broomhill; Under 16s v 
Port Glasgow; Under 19s no 
game.   

Roddy Morrison seizes his opportunity and drives over the line to score for Oban Lorn. 17_trugby03

DUMBARTON and Argyll 
County Ladies Association has 
appointed Dalmally Golf Club 
ladies’ captain Ann Colthart as 
its vice captain.
 Ann, who lives in Connel and 
taught at Oban High School, 
previously held the post of 
treasurer after serving on the 
committee for a number of years.
 The association says it is delight-
ed to have someone with Ann’s 
experience and organisational 
skills playing such an important 
role, and Dalmally Golf Club 
wished her every success.

NOW THAT the winter has come 
to an end Oban Curling Club can 
look back on a very successful 
season.
 It started with a game against 
Braehead Wheelchair club as 
part of the Grand Match organ-
ised by the Royal Caledonian 
Curling Club where clubs from 
all over the north of Scotland 
compete against clubs from the 
south at ice rinks throughout the 
country. Although Oban won 
their match as part of the north 

Strathcona Cup at Greenacres 
Ice Rink against teams from 
Lochaber and Glenorchy Curling 
Clubs and Oban Rotary Club.

This prestigious trophy has 
been played for by clubs in the 
Lochaber and North Argyll areas 
for more than 100 years and was 
originally played on outside ice.

This year the Oban team won 
with Lochaber coming second.

ARGYLL and Bute RFC record-
ed one of their best wins of the 
season with a 58-5 thumping of 
third-placed Shawlands RFC.
 The two teams had met in early 
January with Shawlands running 
out narrow 24-18 winners as Ar-
gyll played the whole game with 
only 14 men.

This time around Argyll had a 
much stronger squad available 
and could call upon five dual reg-
istered Oban Lorne players with 
their game against Cambuslang 
being postponed.

Another positive on Saturday 
was the re-opening of the Glen 1 
pitch at Glencruitten for only its 
second game of rugby in 2016.

Argyll and Bute kicked off 
through stand off Andrew Abra-
ham, who deputised for the team 
while home for his Easter holiday 
from university.

Within five minutes the home 
side were ahead with a try on the 
left hand wing from Steven Parr. 

Argyll took the score to 12-0 

shortly after as Andy MacDou-
gall powered over from 20 metres 
out, battling off several defenders 
to touch down under the posts.

The home side scored three 
further first half tries from Rod-
dy Morrison, Vasil Borisov and 
Abraham for a convincing half 
time lead.

Five changes were made at the 
break with the coaching team 
keen to give as many players as 
possible some valuable game-
time.

Bringing on so many new faces 
at the half time break aided Ar-
gyll’s scoring efforts in the second 
half as they ran in further scores 
from Morrison, Andy MacDou-
gall, Andrew Johnston, Matias El 
Snachez, Rufus Stones and Dan 
Broderick to seal a convincing 
58-5 win with Shawlands hitting 
back with a deserved consolation 
try.

The bonus point win lifts Argyll 
into contention for finishing in 
second place in the league, a 
major feat for a team only formed 
18 months ago.

This Saturday Argyll welcome 
League Champions Police Scot-

land RFC to Glencruitten. Kick 
off 3pm.

BT West Division one
Oban Lorne P
Cambuslang P
OBAN  Lorne’s West Division 1 
clash with  relegated Cambuslang 
RFC was postponed on Saturday 
for a second time in recent weeks 
with Cambuslang failing to raise 
a front row for the game.

This left a strong Oban Lorne 
squad very frustrated after 
Cambuslang had postponed the 
game two weeks ago deeming the 
playing surface at North Connel 
to be unsafe.

With four games remaining this 
season Oban Lorne have secured 
fourth place in the league.

This Saturday the Greenma-
chine travel to take on Argyll and 
Bute rivals Helensburgh RFC.

Oban recorded a narrow 8-3 
win at Glencruitten in October 
and will be hoping for another 
positive result to end the season 
on a high. Kick off 3pm.

Ann appointed 
county vice-captain

Ann Colthart

ANY  HOPES of John McPhee 
turning in a second top 10 finish 
on the trot were dashed by a 
gearbox glitch in the Grand Prix 
of the Americas Moto3 race.

The Racing Steps Founda-
tion-backed Peugeot MC Saxo-
print rider - who made it through 
to seventh from 28th on the grid 
at the previous round in Argen-
tina - had to settle for 21st from 
17th on the grid this time around 
in Texas.

Embroiled
While team-mate Alexis Mas-

bou was able to hold position 
on the opening lap, McPhee 
dropped to 22nd where he soon 
became embroiled in a back-of-
the field scrap with Platinum Bay 
Mahindra rider Karel Hanika, 
Honda Team Asia’s Hiroki Ono 
and Red Bull Ajo’s KTM-mount-
ed rookie Bo Bendsneyder.

That changed at mid-distance 

THE TENNIS courts at Atlantis 
Leisure in Oban are currently in 
the process of being upgraded, 
which will allow players to com-
pete on a level playing field.

A community campaign was 
kick-started in December last 
year in order to raise money to 
improve the sloping courts.

The upgrade is scheduled to 
be completed by the middle of 
June, with the finished product 
consisting of three competition 
standard tennis courts and an 
additional multi-sports area.

team, the overall winners were 
the south.

The club also played regularly 
at The Waterfront Ice Rink,  
Greenock  against other teams 
in the Argyll Province winning 
the Esses Cup, Inveraray Shield 
and the John Noble Cup and in 
January participated in the Ar-
gyll Championships at Braehead 
Ice Rink coming third with the 
winners being the Dunoon Argyll 
club.

In March a team played for the 

Atlantis tennis courts being upgraded
Neil Matheson, chairman of At-

lantis Leisure, said: ‘We’ve made 
a positive start and the courts 
should be finished by mid-June in 
time for the summer tennis sea-
son, just before Wimbledon, and 
in time for the West Highland 
tennis competition.

‘I’m absolutely delighted to get 
the contract underway after all 
the time and effort that everyone 
has made. I hugely appreciate 
the effort and contribution of 
everyone.

‘We would like to thank 

SportScotland, Tennis Scotland, 
the Robertson Trust, Atlantis 
Leisure, Oban Tennis and 
Squash Club and everyone who 
donated. We have got enough 
funds to complete the original 
plans, but still need more money 
to do more improvements.’

Lynda Oxland, chairwoman of 
the tennis and squash club, said: 
‘It’s been a long 18 months, but 
we have finally got there thanks 
to the community, Atlantis 
Leisure, past members, The Oban 
Times and Oban High School 
which did some fundraising.

‘I’m delighted. I’m trying to 
keep on top of all the fundrais-
ing. The community have been 
really good and generous as 
Oban always is.

‘I’m looking forward to being 
able to play on a level surface.

‘It’s been hard work, but we got 
there in the end. Atlantis Leisure 
has worked really hard to get 
the funding and I’d like to give 
a special thanks to Nick Weasely 
and Neil Matheson and everyone 
who has helped or donated.’

The upgraded tennis courts at Atlantis Leisure should be completed by June. 17_tennis03

after Ono was served with a ride-
through penalty for taking out 
Drive M7 SIC’s Adam Norrodin 
on the second lap and Hanika 
who took himself out on lap 11.

The early retirements - along 
with the corner-by-corner trading 
of places - set up an end-of-race 
tussle between McPhee, Bends-
neyder and Honda Team Asia’s 
Khairul Idham Pawi for the last 
of the top 20 places.

Pawi hung on to that by two-
tenths of a second leaving a 
dejected and gearbox-hampered 
McPhee to cross the line in 21st, 
just over a second clear of Bends-
neyder.

McPhee’s fellow Mahin-
dra-powered Peugeot rider 
Masbou dropped a place to finish 
16th.

‘It was a far from easy race 
for me,’ the disappointed Scot 
lamented. ‘I got a decent start and 

got to the front of my group but 
had massive gearbox problems 
from very early on which made 
it impossible to make progress 
through the pack.

‘I felt my riding was not so bad 
and that I could have been fight-
ing with guys like my team-mate 
Alexis at least.

Dangerous
‘But when changing gear I kept 

finding neutral and the gearbox 
jumped out many times which 
made it quite dangerous. In fact 
I nearly crashed several times as 
a result of the problem.

‘Fortunately we know that Peu-
geot and Mahindra are working 
hard to resolve the issue so I 
hope we come back stronger and 
make it back into the points at 
the next round at Jerez.”

Gearbox problems for MacPhee in Texas

Connel’s John McPhee, No 17, in action at the recent Argentina Grand Prix

End of season for Oban Curling Club

Moto 3

Shawlands have no answer to 
high-fl ying Argyll and Bute
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FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

WORK on Highland Council’s new 
Fort William offices is to start later 
this month after a £5.7 million contact 
was agreed with construction firm 
Robertson Northern.

Administrative and professional staff 
from across Lochaber and the West 
Highlands will be based at the Grade B 
listed former senior secondary school in 
Achintore Road when renovations are 
completed in summer 2017. 

Built in 1876, the council-owned 
building has fallen into ruin since being 
replaced by Lochaber High School in 
1960. 

The council says having a single base 
will save it around £400,000 a year - with 
additional space being made available to 
other public sector organisations in a bid 

Work to start on new council HQ

DIAMOND couple Mark and Kitty McCann, 
of Fort William, celebrated 60 years of wed-
ded bliss at the beginning of April. 

The pair were married in St Monica’s 
Church, Coatbridge, on April 4, 1956. 

Mr McCann made his first trip to Fort Wil-
liam in 1959 as temporary shop manager of 
the former Black and Campbell’s store in High 
Street, returning to take up the permanent 
post in 1961.  

They lived above the shop for many years 
and brought up a family of four – Paul, Ro-

seann, William and Sandra, all of whom, plus 
grandchildren, joined them in the celebrations 
at their home in Cromarty Crescent where 
amongst many gifts was a card of congratula-
tions from HM The Queen.  

Mr McCann said: ‘We have had a wonderful 
marriage, with its ups and downs like everyone 
else, but we are still the same as we were when 
it all started. We love one another very much. 
After you have been married for 60 years, you 
forget what it is you’ve even done.’ 

Photo by Iain Ferguson.

A RNLI lifeboat was called out last Thursday 
to help a ferry which had ran aground during an 
extremely low tide.  

The Kyle of Lochalsh volunteer crew were 
launched around 1.30pm to aid the Glenelg 
Ferry, Glenachulish, after Stornoway Coastguard 
requested help. 

The lifeboat crew arrived five minutes later, by 
which time the 10 passengers and crew had made 
it safely to shore.  

No-one was injured and no further assistance 
was needed.  The RNLI crew stood down after 
2pm as it would be some time before the ferry 
would begin to float again on the incoming tide.

Diamond wedding couple 
celebrate 60 happy years 

to further reduce operating costs.
Lochaber area leader councillor 

Thomas MacLennan said: ‘I am 
delighted that the contract has been 
awarded and we can look forward to 
bringing life back to a gateway building 
on the A82.

‘Not only will the new offices allow 
us to deliver our services more cost-
effectively and efficiently, but this 
project creates jobs and supports the 
local economy at a time when other 
sectors are struggling.’

Robertson Northern’s Frank Reid 
added: ‘This project will be a significant 
development for Fort William and wider 
Lochaber, and will revive a much-loved 
building that’s close to many people’s 
hearts.’

The former school which is to be 
transformed into Highland Council’s 

new Fort William o�  ces.

Eleventh hour 
support for 
new sports hall

TWO MEN who died after a 
� shing boat sank o�  the coast 
of Mingulay on Saturday have 
been identi� ed as Martin John-
stone, aged 29, from Halkirk, 
and Chris Morrison, 27, from 
Stornoway. 

Paul Alliston, 42, from Lochs, 
remains missing at sea. Anoth-
er crew member was rescued 
after swimming ashore and 
was later airlifted to hospital. 

Volunteers from the RNLI and 
the Martime and Coastguard 
Agency continue to search for 
Mr Alliston. The Police Scotland 
Air Support Unit is also on scene 
with the support of Highlands 
and Islands Airport  Ltd  which 
has re-opened the airport in 
Benbecula to help in the search.

Chief Inspector Alastair 
Garrow  said: ‘Police Scotland 
has an enquiry team working 
alongside other agencies and 
the known circumstances will 
be reported to the Procurator 
Fiscal. 

‘There will be further investi-
gations to fully establish what 
has happened.’

Police Scotland has said: ‘Our 
thoughts are with the loved 
ones of the men who sadly 
lost their lives as a result of this 
tragic incident.’

AN EMERGENCY board 
meeting of Lochaber Sports 
Association (LSA) heard that 
potential 11th-hour support for 
long-awaited plans for a new 
indoor sport facility in Fort 
William was in the offing.

A few weeks ago the be-
leaguered group heard that 
funding allocated by Highland 
Council was to be drastically 
cut and its plans would be un-
likely to go ahead ‘in the near 
future’. 

On Tuesday night, at a 
meeting in Fort William Shinty 
Club, LSA chairwoman Jane 
Blanchard said she had become 
aware of an interested party 
in the project, after a story 
appeared in last week’s Oban 
Times.

Mrs Blanchard explained to 
the busy meeting that a chari-
table trust with similar interests 
in the scheme had approached 
her about moving forward with 
a shared indoor centre. 

Confidentiality did not allow 
Mrs Blanchard to share details 
of the potential new partner, 
but she was confident the pro-
ject could be delivered.

Mrs Blanchard said: ‘It is far 
too early to say anything about 
this because so much research 
still needs to be done.’

The meeting was told the 
potential new partner would 

mean going back to the drawing 
board. For example, the desired 
location of Lochaber High 
School would be under review. 

Mrs Blanchard said: ‘With 
this new proposal we would 
need to look into whether the 
facility can still be at the high 
school.’

Lochaber Sports Association 
has been developing plans for 
a new multi-sport facility for 
seven years. Plans for the pro-
ject came to a halt at the end of 
last year as a result of funding 
issues. 

In October, Highland Coun-
cil revealed plans to invest 
a maximum of £200,000 in 
the project. The offer came 
as a shock to the group as it 
was less than a quarter of the 
£845,000 previously agreed 
with the association towards 
the construction of the facility 
at Lochaber High School. The 
project will have a total price 
tag of  £1.47million.

SportScotland has already 
pledged £500,000 to the devel-
opment but is dependent on a 
certain level of support from 
the local authority. 

Whilst Fort William area 
councillors support the plans, 
the LSA project did not receive 
enough votes for the budget to 
be increased.

A sticking point for the LSA 
was the fact it is not a VAT 
registered company, which 
would see it footing a VAT bill 

of £240,000, adding further 
pressure to limited funds. 

This new proposal is from 
a VAT registered company, 
which would alleviate some 
financial weight. 

The meeting brought to 
light the urgent need for new 
committee members, as two 
board members stepped down 
from their positions. Duncan 
MacPhee and Leen Volwerk 
had planned to step down but 
are now considering remaining 
in their positions. The meeting 
saw two directors appointed to 
the board and one new com-
mittee member, who will take 
charge of the club’s communi-
cations. 

Mrs Blanchard said: ‘As a 
board we have been struggling 
for seven years and we need 
new blood.’

Speaking after the meeting 
the chairwoman expressed her 
delight at the election of the 
members, saying:  ‘New people 
are hugely beneficial to the club 
and these new members will 
breathe fresh life into the pro-
ject. It is a lot to ask of people 
who are busy working and have 
families, so I am pleased they 
came forward.’ 

She added: ‘It was a difficult 
meeting because I couldn’t di-
vulge some information, but the 
board will need to look at ways 
to take the project forward.’

Mrs Blanchard has agreed to 
continue to support the group. 

ELLIE FORBES
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Lifeboat to the rescue of stranded ferry 

Fishermen named 
after boat sinks  

HIGHLAND Council’s South 
Planning Applications 
Committee has refused per-
mission for a new three-bed-
room house in Onich, Fort 
William.

The applicant was seeking 
permission for a one-a-half-
storey house on the plot.

The committee rejected the 
application after objections 
by Nether Lochaber Commu-
nity Council. 

It insisted the house would 
have ‘a detrimental impact 
on the character of the vil-
lage’.

Planners block 
Onich home plan 
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The Western Isles has won back its contract with Highland Council 
and will once again be providing a regular ferry service to

 Knoydart.  

ONGOING concerns about High-
land Council favouring Inverness 
over Fort William have been refu-
elled after the local authority pub-
lished a paper saying the proposed 
Caol link road was unnecessary 
and too expensive.

The paper states: ‘It is noted from 
historic traffic data that traffic lev-
els on the urban section of the A82 
in Fort William have remained 
relatively flat since 2006.’

Duncan Brown, chairman of 
community action group For Loch-
aber, responded: ‘So there you have 
it. Traffic through the Fort hasn’t 
increased in 10 years. How lucky 
we are to live in the only part of the 
entire UK that hasn’t experienced 
increased traffic levels since 2006?’

The paper estimates the pro-
posed 2.27km long link road would 
cost between £54.2 million and £78 
million.

Mr Brown pointed out this 
means it would cost more than the 
Inverness West bypass which was 
estimated to cost £54 million in 
2014.

‘Of course, along with this 
bypass, Inverness also gets a new 

£10 million sports hub at Tor-
vean.’ This comes after Highland 
Council decided to renege on its 
funding offer to Lochaber Sports 
Association, which Fort William 
and Ardnamurchan Councillor 
Brian Murphy called a ‘disgraceful 
decision’.  

Mr Brown continued: ‘Why can 
Highland Council assemble the 
will-power and finance for a bypass 
and new sports facilities in Inver-
ness, but effectively deny these 
facilities to Fort William?

‘Is it because Highland Council 
gives priority treatment to Inver-
ness and the Inner Moray Firth, 
and other parts of the Highlands 
receive the crumbs from the table?’

‘Highland Council must give a 
form of ‘home rule’ to Lochaber so 
that our councillors can take deci-
sions in Lochaber and make these 
for the best interests of Lochaber 
and its people.’

A Highland Council spokes-
person said: ‘The paper has been 
removed from the council’s website 
at the request of Lochaber council-
lors whilst the indicative Caol link 
road costs within it are verified, 

after which it will be put back out 
for public consultation.

‘The purpose of the paper and 
plan is to stimulate local discussion 
and comment so please read the 
available material and make formal 
written comment. This can be done 
at http://consult.highland.gov.uk/
portal/westplanmir. Everyone will 
have until June 10 to do so.

‘We expect to receive many 
written comments both for and 
against retention of the Caol link 
road safeguard and it will be for 
Lochaber councillors to decide 
whether to confirm the safeguard 
in the next stage of the plan.’

‘The plan will be re-issued 
next year, this time for formal 
objections, and if Lochaber Area 
Committee resolves to retain 
the safeguard then it may attract 
objections from adversely affected 
landowners and Caol residents in 
close proximity to its line.

‘If there are objections then the 
final plan content is decided by a 
Scottish Government Reporter, 
who will consider objections but 
also how feasible and implementa-
ble the road scheme is.’

Dispute breaks out over plan to 
relocate village war memorial

TRADING Standards have issued 
a warning for both consumers 
and businesses to exercise caution 
when buying replacement parts for 
vehicle repairs, particularly when 
doing so at a distance.

This warning comes after con-
cerns were raised about several 
businesses specialising in supply-
ing reconditioned and/or second 
hand engines.

These businesses are enticing 
customers with cheap online deals 
and often the parts are not recon-
ditioned as advertised. 

There is information to suggest 
that consumers are not being given 
statutory contractual information 
including, where applicable, notice 
of the 14-day right to cancel cer-
tain contracts.

There have also been reports of 
customers experiencing significant 
delays to repair services and of 
having vehicles or components 
kept without consent.

BALLACHULISH Com-
munity Council members 
are against a proposal to  
relocation the Ballachulish 
War Memorial into the village, 
despite overwhelming public 
support for the project. 

The dispute has led to Mel 
MacAskill, a former communi-
ty council chairman, resigning 
from the project and saying 
he wants nothing more to do 
with the present community 
council.

There have been two public 
meetings, one just a few weeks 
ago, held in relation to the 
monument and flyers were also 
distributed to every household 
in the area to gather public 
opinion, which was largely in 
support of the move.

A new home for the monu-
ment was found in front of the 
Ministry of Defence’s Joint 
Service Mountain Training 
Centre.  The army, which owns 
the land it was to be moved to, 
was happy for it to be moved, 
as was Highland Council.

POLICE have issued an appeal 
for information following a 
number of incidents in Fort 
William.

Suspects are being sought af-
ter � ve benches were damaged 
in the play park in Kennedy 
Road between March 28 and 
April 4.

Two handbags were also 
taken from the Volunteer Arms 
in the High Street, Fort William, 
between 11.45pm on Saturday 
April 10 and 1.30am on Sunday 
April 11.

The handbags were later 
recovered by police in a door-
way at the back of the pub, but 
money and a mobile phone 
were missing.

Later on Sunday April 10, a 
black Gary Fisher 19ins ladies 
pedal bike was taken from 
behind the BA bus shelter on 
North Road. The bicycle was 
last seen between 12.15pm and 
7pm.

The same day at around 
3.10pm, several items of cloth-
ing were reported stolen from 
the Mountain Warehouse store 
on the High Street.

Meanwhile, walkers have 
also been urged to report any 
suspicious behaviour after 
animal body parts were found 
in Glencoe. 

Believed to be from deer, the 
remains were discovered near 
the waterfall viewpoint at The 
Gorge and Coire Gabhall, an 
area where poaching has been 
reported.

If anyone has any information, 
the police can be contacted 
on 101 or via Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111 
or online at www.crimestop-
pers-uk.org.

‘After getting it all done, and 
thinking we were moving for-
ward, the community council 
decided to do its own ballot, 
which was what the flyers had 
been for,’ said Mr MacAskill, 
who had been asked to take 
the project forward when he 
stepped down from the com-
munity council.  ‘In my opinion 
there are a couple of people in 
the community council who 
don’t want it moved so they 
have delayed it. 

‘I had a heated phone call 
with the chairman about this 

and his lack of leadership. I 
said to him I believed he had 
a different opinion depending 
on who he was talking to,’ he 
said. ‘It’s sad because, while not 
in immediate danger, there’s a 
lot of water coming down off 
the hill and there’s landslides 
constantly on the hills around 
Ballachulish and with the 
increased traffic on the A82, its 
really putting the monument at 
risk and it has to be moved. 

‘It’s taken nearly two years of 
work and I feel, if these people 
get their way, it won’t happen 
and there is limited time to get 
grants etc and with the water 
coming off the hill people want 
to distance themselves from it.

‘The community council 
is ignoring the community’s 
wishes because they don’t 
match their own.’

Mr MacAskill added: ‘I have 
withdrawn myself from it as I 
feel they are working to their 
own agenda, working against 
it. I feel now, without support 
for this project, it’s not going to 
go any further and I don’t feel 
I can trust the people involved 
in it.’

KATIE CARABINE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Bogus car 
part warning 
issued

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Action group’s anger 
over link road report

A heavy truck thunders by the memorial, which is situated on the edge of the busy A82.
 Photograph by John Paul Peebles, Abrightside Photography.

Ferry returns to Knoydart

Police 
fi les

BROADBAND provision in the West 
Highlands is again under scrutiny with 
users in Morvern telling of mounting frus-
tration at patchy service and long waiting 
times for repairs.

The Oban Times has learned that the 
problems have been particularly acute 
around Lochaline since Christmas, with 
users complaining of intermittent internet 
and phone connectivity.

Ongoing problems with ageing infrastruc-
ture seem to have been exacerbated by the 
variety of different service providers sup-
plying broadband and telephone services 
through lines and exchanges managed by 
BT Openreach.

Customers are finding that faults have to 
be raised with service providers first, which 
then have to liaise with BT Openreach to 
resolve matters. Community members say 
this system is complicated, lacks clarity 
and it can take three to four weeks to have 
complaints addressed. It is understood that 
a petition put up in Lochaline GP surgery 
recently, calling for more accountability 
from BT on the issue, has gained more than 
100 signatures.

Local historian Iain Thornber has long 
experience of campaigning for better 
broadband in Morven. He told The Oban 
Times: ‘For almost a week recently there 
was no internet connection with the outside 
world occasioned, we believe, by a gust of 
wind moving a microwave dish by a few 

millimetres at the local exchange. It seems 
odd that while one nation can put a robot 
on Mars 140 million miles away, another 
is incapable of aligning two basic bits of 
equipment six miles apart across the Sound 
of Mull.’

He added: ‘To some who use the internet 
now and again for social purposes, the 
interruption was probably neither here 
nor there. To others who depend on it for 
their livelihood, it amounted to significant 
inconvenience and loss of earnings. Super 
fast broadband for Morvern. What a joke!’

Under the Digital Scotland Superfast 
Broadband programme, the Scottish 
Government and partners including BT 
have committed to extending high speed 
fibre broadband to around 84 per cent of 
homes and businesses in the Highlands and 
islands by the end of 2016.

Customers in Lochaline are not yet 
eligible for the upgrade, but according 
to BT, should be able to access estimated 
line speeds of between 3.5Mbps-7.5 
Mbps - theoretically fast enough to watch 
streaming TV services such as BBC iPlayer 
and Netflix.

As well as the impact on leisure and 
businesses, the issue has potential conse-
quences for NHS patients. 

According to Lochaline GP Dr Susan 
Taylor, much of the work of doctors in 
rural and remote areas now needs reliable 
broadband connections.

As well as being able to make electronic 
referrals to hospitals, send ECGs for im-
mediate reporting and allow email access 
to colleagues, video conferencing is also 
increasingly being used so patients can see 
and speak to hospital consultants based in 
Inverness or Fort William, avoiding the 
need for long journeys.

Dr Taylor said: ‘When connections are 
poor, we can waste a great deal of time 
making sure information has been sent 
correctly - if you are creating a long referral 
letter and the system keeps crashing, you 
may have to wait a day to complete a simple 
task. There is no point having excellent IT 
systems in our surgeries if we are not con-
nected to reliable speedy broadband links.’

A spokesman for BT said: ‘If you’re 
experiencing problems with service, then 
report it to your service provider, and that 
will mean the fault will be investigated. We 
do take every fault that’s reported to us 
seriously, and we will look into them.’

On the roll-out of fibre optic connections, 
he added: ‘We will not just meet our phase 
one target of 84 per cent coverage before 
the programme ends, we’re pushing hard 
to exceed it. Our ambition is to work with 
local communities to agree a suitable and 
affordable option to bring fibre broadband 
to an area where the Digital Scotland 
programme may not be going. We are also 
looking at alternative technologies which 
could benefit the most remote areas.’

Growing frustration over lack of 
reliable broadband in Morvern

AN APPEAL by the former owner of a 
Highland hotel to have his conviction for 
human trafficking overturned has failed.

Shamsul Arefin was sentenced to three 
years in jail after treating four Bangladeshi 
workers as ‘modern-day slaves’ at the Stew-
art Hotel, near Appin, Argyll.

Appeal judges Lord Carloway, Lord 
Menzies and Lady Cosgrove rejected legal 
arguments made by Arefin’s lawyers.

The written ruling, issued on Monday, 
stated: ‘The offences here were callous, 
deliberate and planned for the purposes of 
gain. As a result, considerable hardship was 
suffered by the complainers and, no doubt, 
their families.   

‘The jury had held that there had been no 
intention to pay the men in terms of the of-
fers of employment.  The anticipated wages 
of around £18,000 per annum were simply 

not realised. There were very substantial 
deposits, obtained from the men, which 
were never returned.  

‘It is not without significance that the ap-
pellant’s previous convictions include, not 
only an assault upon his wife from 2007, but 
two sexual assaults upon hotel employees, 
who had come from abroad, in 2013.  

‘Although these are not directly analo-
gous, they have some bearing on sentence.’

Judges reject human traffi cking conviction appeal 

A CELEBRATION of Scot-
land’s national dish will take 
place in Lochaber next week.

The Highland Haggis 
Festival will celebrate one of 
Scotland’s best-known foods, 
in attempt to attract visitors 
from across the country. 

The community project, 
which is supervised by the 
Glen Spean and Great Glen 
Tourism Marketing Group, is 
due to take place on Saturday 
April 16 and Sunday April 17 
in Spean Bridge. 

Celebrations will begin in 
Spean Bridge Community 
Hall from 7pm, with a chance 
to fill up the country’s best 
haggis and dance to the Sileas 
Sinclair Band. 

Donald Cameron of Locheil 
will open the main event of 
the weekend at Spean Bridge 

Primary School from 1pm to 
5pm on Sunday. With a series 
of events to suit everyone, the 
festival gives the chance to 
sample and take home some 
of the finest haggis. 

Culinary demonstrations 
will be provided by some of 
the most innovative chefs in 
the area, including Scott Kelly 
of Letterfinlay Lodge Hotel, 
Allan Donald from Laroch 
Restaurant, Ballachulish 
and Spean Bridge’s own Ben 
Martin of the Station Bar and 
Restaurant.

Other events will include a 
haggis-flinging competition 
and a haggis hunt around 
Spean Bridge. In the run up to 
the weekend’s events, young-
sters have the chance to win 
a competition designing their 
own Cordon Bleu dish.

Spean Bridge hosts 
haggis celebrations

THE FUNERAL for a young 
couple who died on Ben Nevis 
recently took place in Fort 
William on Wednesday April 6.

Rachel Slater, 24, and Tom 
Newton, 27, were reported 
missing after failing to return 
from a Valentine’s day hike on 
the mountain.

After weeks of searching by 
Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team (LMRT), the couple were 
found buried under snow on 
the North Face on March 23. It 
is believed they were hit by an 
avalanche.

A private service was held 
in Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Church, where there was a 
collection for LMRT, before the 
couple were laid to rest togeth-
er in Glen Nevis cemetery.

Members of LMRT acted as 
pall bearers and two members 
played laments on the bag-
pipes at the burial.

Climbing 
couple 
laid to rest

www.facebook.com/obantimes

The Oban 
Times newdesk    
01397 703003

The 
community 
council is 
ignoring the 
community’s 
wishes ”

Mel MacAskill
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Forget Donald Trump and Holyrood’s 
usual suspects,  the election that matters 
will soon be taking place in Oban when 
nominations open later this week for 
the Highlands and Islands Students’ 
Association (HISA) depute president for 
Argyll College UHI.

Argyll College UHI has more than 
1,500 students based at local centres 
throughout Argyll and Bute and Arran.

HISA represents both further and 
higher education students, giving them 
a voice to drive change at a regional 
level. It also provides access to local 
clubs and events which help students 
get to know each other and make the 
most of the college experience.

Outgoing HISA depute for Argyll 
College Charlotte Collins, who has spent 
three years at Argyll College and is set to 
complete an HNC Horticulture later this 
year, said:

‘My � rst experience 
of Argyll College UHI 
was through a Skills 

for Work class at 
Oban High School. I 

didn’t consider myself 
particularly academic, 

but in the Skills for Work 
course in rural skills, 
I found I was able to 

achieve something and 
that I was a valuable 

member of the group. I 
would like every student 

to feel this when they 
come to Argyll College.’ 

‘I’ve spent a wonderful 
three years  at college 
and one of the best 
things is being able to 
study whilst staying 
close to home. The 
college has a really 
welcoming atmosphere 
and a great mix of 
students and sta� , but 
being able to stay in 
Argyll with the support 
of family and friends 
has been perfect. I 
would encourage school 
leavers to come to 
college and to realise 
there is another option 
to success they can 
access locally.’

Any current Argyll College student 
can nominate themselves for election. 

If successful, their job will be to 
represent all students on relevant 
college committees and at board level   
and to help to create an environment 
where students drive their own 

learning and achieve to the best of 
their abilities.

Argyll College Principal Fraser Durie 
said: `Here at Argyll College we are 
passionate about providing a student- 
centred experience.  Our students are 
at the heart of everything we do and 
each decision we make and having an 
Argyll HISA depute president gives us 
an e� ective channel to communicate 
with the student body and, I hope, 
gives our students con� dence we are 
listening to their opinions. Charlotte 
has done a wonderful job as our � rst 
HISA depute president and has also 
been an invaluable student member 
on our board of governors. She is well 
respected by sta�  and students and 
although I’ll be sorry to see her leave 
o�  ce later this year, I’m also con� dent 
we can � nd an equally committed 
student to � ll her shoes.’ 

Argyll College UHI is now accepting 
applications for courses starting in 
September 2016. College bursaries 
and EMA payments are available in 
many instances for students applying 
for full time further education courses. 
Higher education students should 
contact the Student Awards Agency 
Scotland for information on funding for 
course fees and student loans. Sta�  in 
the local Argyll College centre will be 
happy to provide advice – visit www.
argyllcollege.ac.uk 

Election Fever

Outgoing 
HISA depute 

president 
for Argyll 

College, 
Charlotte 

Collins.

Stormy weather is picture perfect for reader
Oban Times 

reader 
Ron Allner 
sent in this 

photograph, 
which he took 

on Monday 
April 11, of the 
atmospheric 
clouds over 
Ben Lawers 

and Loch Tay.
If you have a 
photograph 
you would 

like to share 
with us, email 
it to editor@
obantimes.

co.uk

A PROMINENT hotel in a com-
manding position on the Oban 
seafront has been put up for sale 
with a price tag of £1.2 million. 

The Caledonian Hotel is being 
sold by its investment owners. A 
hotel management company is 
currently operating the hotel.

Estate agent Colliers said that 
the 59-bedroom property fea-
tures an excellent range of bar, 
lounge, restaurant and kitchen 
facilities to meet the demands of 
not only residents, but also the 
high volume of ‘passing footfall’ 
from tourists and locals alike, 
given its seafront location.

OBAN High School will be 
open and ready for use by the 
Easter holidays 2018, a meeting 
of Oban, Lorn and the Isles area 
committee heard on Tuesday.

School construction will get 
under way next month, with exca-
vation works, including drainage 
and the laying of a ground floor 
footprint done by September.

At the same time new traffic 
lights will be put in place at the 
Soroba Road junction to improve 
traffic flow in the area.

The £32 million school is being 
funded by Scottish Futures Trust, 
Scottish Government, Argyll and 
Bute Council and HubNorth.

TWO TIREE boys are riding 
high after taking top spots in the 
Scottish surfing championships.

Ben Larg, 11, and his friend 
Finn MacDonald, 14, won the 
under-14 and under-18 events at 
the Scottish surfing champion-
ships in Thurso last weekend. 

The qualification means the 
two surfers will be on the Scottish 
National Surfing Squad, which 
will go on to represent Scotland 
at The International Surfing 
Awards World Championships in 
Portugal later this year.

Both boys are members of 
the Tiree Surf Club, which 
was started last year with the 
support of Blackhouse Water-
sports and Suds Surf School. 

Oban hotel 
up for sale

School 
pledge

Tiree surfi ng 
duo’s success

Ganavan site to go on sale
A MEETING held in private by 
Argyll and Bute councillors has 
sealed the fate of land believed 
by many in Oban to be owned by 
the town.

Following the discussion at the 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee meeting on Monday 
afternoon, a site at Ganavan is 
to go on to the open market.

The Oban Times has been told 
there are a number of interested 
parties, including a sea food 
restaurant, a kayak centre and 
a community interest company 
building.

It is likely that only one of 

these proposals will be given the 
lease to the toilets and land. 

In the past, the land has been 
rented out for only part of the 
year.

Because the meeting was 
not open to the public, the full 
details of what was discussed 
have not been disclosed. The 
Oban Times tried to overturn the 
decision to exclude the press, ar-
guing public interest in the land.

In 2015, a letter from clan chief 
Morag Morley MacDougall of 
MacDougall, sent to The Oban 
Times, said her forbearers sold 
the land to Oban town council 
on the proviso that it remained 
in the ownership of the people 
of Oban. To date, the council 

has sold off large parts of the 
land. A luxury housing estate 
now sits where a bandstand and 
beach hut once sat. Fees for 
parking on the site are due to be 
increased this year.

Initially the request to hear the 
matter in public was backed by 
five of the seven Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles councillors. 

But following advice from 
council officers about informa-
tion on private business matters, 
the request was turned down.

The council’s deputy leader 
Councillor Ellen Morton, who 
was present at the meeting, said 
the information about the land 
should be made available to the 
public and financial matters 

should be heard at a different 
time.

But officers said there was the 
possibility that within a verbal 
report to be given to councillors 
by economic development man-
ager Fergus Murray, sensitive 
information ‘could’ be made 
available about financial mat-
ters and that should not be in the 
public domain.

When The Oban Times asked 
for a summary of what was to 
be discussed, Councillor Roddy 
McCuish said the information 
had only come to light that 
morning and was significant to 
the future of the land.

In his defence, Roddy Mc-
Cuish said that at least three 

items that would have previously 
been heard in private had been 
open to the public at previous 
meetings. He said: ‘We want to 
be as open and transparent as 
we possibly can.’

Following the meeting one 
disgruntled councillor said: ‘It 
seemed we were being asked to 
make a decision on excluding 
the press and public but in effect 
we didn’t have any power to 
change anything.’

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council confirmed: ‘Mem-
bers were updated on where we 
are with leasing the public toilet 
and adjacent land at Ganavan.

‘We will now be moving for-
ward with advertising the site.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Cocaine ‘fell out 
of pocket’
A SMALL packet of cocaine 
was found by cleaners on the 
Oban train, Oban Sheri�  Court 
heard on Monday.

It was handed over to the po-
lice and was traced to Fraser 
John MacKie, 34, of 17 Lunga 
Road, Soroba.  

MacKie admitted possessing 
the drug at Oban Train Station 
on August 29 last year; he had 
bought the small amount, 
0.5g valued at £20 when in 
Glasgow. His defence agent 
said MacKie had been ‘heavily 
under the in� uence of alcohol’ 
while partying with friends 
and the packet fell out of his 
pocket. Sheri�  Colin McKay 
� ned him £200.

Found with knife 
and drugs
A 34-YEAR-OLD man visiting 
Argyll on a � shing trip was 
found in possession of a knife 
and cocaine.

Craig Patrick Cannon, of 15 
Halley Place, Glasgow, ad-
mitted the o� ences at Oban 
Sheri�  Court on Monday.

The car in which he and a 
friend were travelling was 
stopped by police and the 
o� ences discovered. 

Cannon, a former chef, said 
he had the knife for gutting 
and preparing their catch.

Sheri�  Colin McKay gave 
Cannon four months in pris-
on for each o� ence, to run 
concurrently, because of his 
lengthy  criminal record.

Fatal accident
A YOUNG woman has died 
and four have been rescued 
from a car that went into the 
water after the bridge on Loch 
Avich on the road to Dalavich, 
at around 7.30pm on Monday 
evening.

A police underwater team 
was on site as The Oban Times 
went to press. 

No names have been 
con� rmed at this time. The 
women are not believed to be 
local.
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North Pier pontoons 
given the go ahead
A PLAN for pontoons on the north side of Oban’s North Pier was 
given the go ahead at this week’s Oban, Lorn and the Isles area 
committee.

Over the next year, 36-finger-berth pontoons, for varying sizes of 
yachts, boats and commercial vessels, connected to the Oban Times 
slipway will appear in the water.

The commitment for the pontoons is seen by Argyll and Bute 
Council as a major step forward in the development of the town 
centre and its economic regeneration.

Deputy leader of Argyll and Bute Council councillor Ellen Morton, 
who attended the meeting, called the decision ‘a good news story’.

The plan has been almost 10 years in the making. It will enable 
boats and yachts to sail to the town centre.

Councillor Morton said: ‘We will finally get the pontoons on the 
north side of the North Pier.

‘The pontoons in Campbeltown are fantastic and the pontoons 
coming into the town centre are making all the difference.

‘Members will know that when I came into post three years ago I 
promised that I would deliver pontoons.’

Councillor Elaine Robertson echoed Mrs Morton’s words: ‘I want 
to say a very personal thank you for all the hard work you have put in.’

The plans are part of the Oban CHORD (Campbeltown, Helens-
burgh, Oban, Rothesay and Dunoon) programme which is a public-
ly-funded £6.9 million project to rejuvenate Oban town centre. 

Plans for a maritime quarter visitor centre was also agreed by the 
area committee using the ‘footprint’ of the current White Building 
on the North Pier. 

Area committee chairman Roddy McCuish said: ‘It is great to see 
this project finally come to the table. This is thanks to the hard work 
of many people, including Oban Bay Marine.’

A Crown Office manager, who attended the meeting, asked about a 
12-month embargo on the issuing of moorings on the Corran Ledge, 
north of the pier in front of St Columba’s Cathedral. Project manag-
er, Ms MacDonald told him that there would be no problems with 
moorings rented out in that area. The pontoons project is already 
under way with the drilling of bore holes on the sea bed. Later this 
month wave studies and further work will be carried out. 

It is hoped that the pontoons will be in place by July 2017. 

Rotary cash boosts school award work

Youngsters’ dedication pays dividends

Council 
plea for 
housing

Volunteers 
needed

Sentence 
deferred

OBAN Community Council 
has asked that land, afforda-
ble housing and social rent 
levels are achieved in the area, 
following the publication of a 
housing survey.

Responding to the Scottish 
Government’s consultation 
Oban community councillors 
asked that: ‘New affordable 
housing is built in areas of 
high demand, including Oban 
and Lorn, with steps taken to 
ensure that suitable land is 
available to allow this to be 
achieved.

‘Affordable housing in each 
area includes a substantial 
number of properties available 
at social rent levels to match 
needs.

‘Those leaving the Armed 
Forces have priority access to 
suitable social housing.’

A VOLUNTEER-RUN café 
in Oban is in need of people to 
get involved and help man the 
business four hours per day.

Grassroots Café recently 
appealed for volunteers on 
social media to help ease the 
workload. 

Ada Daly, who volunteers 
at the café, said: ‘It really is a 
nice place, but we are in des-
perate need of volunteers. We 
just had two people leave as 
they found full-time work and 
moved away, which is lovely, 
but now there’s only four of us. 
We need someone to help man 
the ship from noon to 4pm.’

Grassroots was broken into 
earlier this year and a window 
was smashed

Oban tradesman David 
Smith of DS Joinery, who 
replaced the window free of 
charge, said: ‘The glazed win-
dow was donated by Hamish 
Hoey’s and fitted by myself. 
The staff were really apprecia-
tive and friendly, and I admire 
what they do.’

To find out more or to vol-
unteer, visit www.grassrootso-
ban.org.

POLICE who searched an 
Oban man’s home found 
equipment used to supply can-
nabis, the town’s sheriff court 
heard on Monday.

‘Police recovered goods 
associated with supply of 
cannabis; a grinder, two sets of 
scales, bags and a list of  names 
with numerical figures next to 
them,’ said Kevin Docherty, 
procurator fiscal, adding that 
cannabis found in the flat had 
a value of more then £500.

Sheriff Colin McKay de-
ferred sentence until May 24 
for a report to be prepared on 
Garry Higgins, 41, of Coruisk, 
Corran Brae, Dunollie, who 
admitted being concerned 
with the supply of cannabis at 
his home on January 6, 2016.

His defence agent Kevin 
McGuinness said there was 
a medical background to the 
case.

Kebabish win helps to put Oban on the map

KEBABISH Curry House 
in Oban has won its eighth 
award, this time winning 
the title of Healthy Curry 
Provider in Scotland by the 
Scottish Curry Awards.

The team beat nine final-
ists from all over the country  
to win the honour.

Shaukat Anwar Chaudhry, 
Kebabish managing direc-
tor, said: ‘It’s great to beat 

everyone. All the other 
finalists were from big cities 
and most of them didn’t even 
know where Oban was.

‘I feel proud to represent 
Oban and I am proud to 

be part of a team which is 
providing healthy food.

‘I could not do it without 
my team. Well done to them 
for providing hygienic and 
healthy food to the Oban 

community. I’d also like to 
thank the customers who 
have supported us through-
out the year. They are the 
ones who nominated us for 
the award.’ 

Shaukat Anwar 
Chaudhry,  far 
left, Hashmat 
Ali Chaudhry 

and Danyal Ali 
Chaudhry, with  
their award. It 
is the eighth 

award the 
George Street 

curry house has 
won. 
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AN OBAN pensioner was sen-
tenced to 18 months in jail this 
week, after being found guilty of 
sex crimes.

He will also be on the sex 
offenders’ register and subject to 
strict controls.

‘I think the circumstances of this 
case do point to a need to keep 
particular members of the public 
from harm,’ said Sheriff Mungo 
Bovey QC as he handed down the 
sentence on Monday at the town’s 
sheriff court. ‘This was a gross 
breach of common decency which 
calls for a custodial sentence.’

On February 19, Stanislaw 
Madej, of 3 Stalcair Crescent, 
Oban, was found guilty by ma-
jority verdict of lewd, indecent 
and libidinous practices and 
behaviour towards one girl, and 
guilty by majority verdict that on 
various occasions he committed 
lewd, indecent and libidinous 
practices and behaviour towards 
a second child.

The jury returned unanimous 
verdicts of not guilty on two other 
charges involving the first girl.

The offences were said to have 
taken place in Oban between 
January 9, 2008 and December 5, 
2014.

Madej, aged 74, was sentenced 
to 18 months in custody with 18 
months on an extended super-
vision order. He was placed on 
the sex offenders’ register for an 
indefinite period, and any camera 
equipment storage and devices 
for storing still or moving images 
he owns must be available for 
police to examine at any time.

The trial had heard that Madej’s 
crimes came to light after the first 
girl had sexual health lessons at 
her school, following which her 
mother and teachers noticed a 
change in her behaviour. 

At the beginning of the trial, 
Stanislaw Madej pled not guilty 
to nine charges; he was acquitted 
of five of these.

Sheriff Bovey had called for a 
report on Madej before he passed 
sentence. Throughout the trial 
Madej maintained his innocence. 

In court this week his defence 
agent Edward Thornton said: ‘In 
the case of the report, he adopted 
the same position as at court, 
and throughout the case, of his 
innocence.’

He added that Madej had 
showed no empathy towards his 
victims, no insight and main-
tained his innocence.

‘He has had alcohol problems 
for many years; this is still on 
going, a day-to-day situation,’ said 
Mr Thornton. 

‘He has a far from rosy future; 
he is divorced from his family 
because of this. The man is in ef-
fect a loner, no friends, no family 
support. 

‘He has accepted he has no 
future in Oban and when able to 
do so he will move to Poland to 
live with his wife. His future is 
finished in this town.’

Oban OAP 
jailed for 
‘gross 
breach of 
decency’

Glencruitten resident hits 
out at unsightly rubbish
A GLENCRUITTEN resident 
has complained about the 
amount of litter surrounding a 
woodland area near her home.

Empty bottles surround the 
site on Glencruitten Road and 
Ada Daly, who moved to the 
area last year, said she saw a 
syringe lying near the grass last 
week.

She said: ‘I arrived here last 
year and there was litter there 
already and it has just been 
added to over time.

‘There’s bed and breakfasts 
near by. It’s disgusting that peo-
ple have to look at it. You should 
come and see what it is like after 
the Oban Live concert. I am 
sure tourists see this mess.

‘I thought someone would 
have complained already – it’s 
painful that people have to look 
at it or don’t people care?’

She added: ‘I would like it 
cleaned up. Can we not afford 
that?

‘I have thought about getting 
a bin bag out and cleaning it 
myself, but then I thought why 

should I if I pay council tax?
‘People may not say anything 

because they think no-one is 

going to do anything about 
it. Maybe putting a bin there 
would help. 

‘We are supposed to be a 
lovely tourist town, but I am not 
impressed. We need to be proud 

of our town, but we can’t with 
this.’

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘We are not 
aware of any complaints about 
litter in this area. If people have 
concerns they should contact 
our amenity services team on 
01546 605514 and they will look 
into it. We would ask people 
who enjoy the area to take pride 
in it, helping to look after it by 
keeping it clear of litter.

‘In terms of Oban Live, we 
have been working closely 
with the organisers and all the 
necessary arrangements will be 
in place.’

DAVID MCPHEE
dmphee@obantimes.co.uk

LORN Rotary Club members 
enjoyed a stimulating pres-
entation from Crawford Inglis 
and Lucy Girling on Oban 
High School’s involvement 
in the Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards Programme. 

To achieve a bronze, silver 
or gold award from this 
very demanding and diverse 
non-academic programme is 
seen by employers as an impor-
tant adjunct to students’ other 
qualifications. 

The programme now forms 
part of the curriculum at the 
high school and student partic-
ipation is at quite a high level.

Mr Inglis  and Ms Girling, 
both teachers at the school,  

received a cheque for £500 
from Rotary President Ken 
Moncrieff, above, towards the 

cost of running the scheme 
which is heavily dependant on 
school staff volunteering. 

LORN Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award Group presented  suc-
cessful participants with their 
awards at a prize-giving last 
week.

Nine young people complet-
ed their bronze award and 
Rachel Campbell completed 
her award at silver level.

For the bronze award the 
participants have to train for 
and carry out a two-day expe-
dition, camping out overnight. 

They also have to devote an 
hour a week over a period of 
three to six months in each 
of three categories – a pro-
gramme of physical fitness, a 
skill and volunteering. There 
are many benefits to taking 
part in the award, and anyone 

who has achieved their award 
has shown a degree of com-

mitment, organisational ability 
and determination.

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 568000

Jenny McIntyre, Hazel Smith, Rowan Watkins, Eve Beaton, 
Rachel Campbell, Rhona McCracken, Katie Houston, Angus 

Campbell and James Campbell. Not present is Poppy Wilkinson. 

Ms Daly said the 
build-up of litter was 

getting worse. 
16_trubbish01/02

Councillor 
Ellen Morton 

at the site 
of the new 

pontoons at 
North Pier. 
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Fort William                        0
Cove Rangers     3
Highland League
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Skiing

Lochaber                            0
Deeside                  53
Caledonian League - Div 2 North

Sailing

LOCHABER Yacht Club held 
its annual fitting out supper at 
the clubhouse recently, where the 
members enjoyed an excellent 
meal, and a talk given by John 
Grant from Ballachulish.

Grant gave an interesting ac-
count of his ocean-going sailing 
adventures over a number of 
years, ranging from South Amer-
ica to New Zealand.

Sunday March 27 saw the first 
dinghy race of the season, aptly 
named the Frostbite Trophy. 

CALUM Reid, who has been 
sailing at Plockton Sailing Club 
for about three years, has been 
picked to represent Scotland in 
the Eric Twiname Champion-
ships at Rutland Sailing Club in 
May.

In the last few years he has had 
training weekends at Chanonry 
and Lochcarron sailing clubs 
which have helped immensely.

He raced well in junior and 
adult events last year, winning 
topper events in Lochcarron and 
Gairloch.

Lochcarron Sailing Club 
encouraged Reid to participate 
in the Scottish zones which were 
held last September at Loch 
Tummel where he finished 11th 
out of nearly 40 Toppers.

Reid attended the topper 
academies in various parts of 
Scotland over the winter with 
the Lochcarron  Sailing Club 
trust and Plockton Sailing Club 
helping financially; without this 
it would not have been possible.

Reid sailed at the Winter 
Championships in Largs, where 
he finished ninth, with more than 
30 toppers competing. 

He has worked his way up 
through the academy groups, 
sailing the last two events at 
Dalgety Bay with Scottish and 
GBR squad members, which led 
to him being selected to sail for 
Scotland.

He will also take part in the 
spring championships at Loch 
Venacher at the end of this month 
and hopes to attend other events 
including the UK topper Nation-
als event in August. 

He thanked Plockton, Lochcar-
ron and Chanonry sailing clubs 
for their continued support. 

Calum 
picked to 
represent 
Scotland

WITH Claggan Park again 
unplayable last Saturday’s match 
between Fort William and Cove 
Rangers was switched to Grant 
Park, Lossiemouth.

Cove Rangers need only one 
point from their remaining two 
away games, at Clachnacuddin 
and Turriff United, to reclaim 
the Press and Journal Highland 
League title

Two goals inside the opening 15 
minutes from Johnny Smith and 
Jamie Watt  sent the Aberdeen 
side on its way to a comfortable 
victory and it would have been 
more but for the woodwork and 
fine goalkeeping.

Cove went ahead in the second 
minute when Scully’s cross from 

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday April 14, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.10 1.4 11.19 2.8 17.22 1.4 23.25 2.9
Fri 06.33 1.6 13.25 2.7 18.34 1.5  **.** *.*
Sat 01.23 2.8 08.21 1.6 14.49 2.8 19.56 1.5
Sun 02.45 3.0 09.28 1.5 15.35 3.0 21.05 1.4
Mon 03.26 3.2 10.12 1.3 16.01 3.2 21.56 1.2
Tues 04.00 3.4 10.48 1.2 16.30 3.4 22.37 1.0
Wed 04.35 3.6 11.19 1.1 17.02 3.6 23.13 0.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

11
8

7

Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light east north easterly
 Temperatures 4°C to 10ºC.
Friday Cloudy 
 Winds moderate north north westerly
 Temperatures 1°C to 8ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Sunny intervals on Sunday
 Winds moderate northerly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 9ºC.

Donald MacRae of Lochaber up against Newtonmore’s Michael 
Russell. See full shinty coverage on pages 28 and 29.

Photograph: JohnPaul Peebles, Abrightside Photograph

Fort travelled to Lossiemouth for 
HOME game against Cove

the right found Smith in space 
in the box and the Liverpudlian 
scored in style.

It was 2-0 soon afterwards when 
Watt was quickly on to a through 
pass and the veteran carefully 
placed his shot past goalkeeper 
Douglas MacLennan.

Scully ran the Lochaber side’s 
defence ragged in the opening 
period. He had already hit the 
crossbar before the second goal 
and later in the half also rattled 
the underside of the woodwork.

MacLennan also made great 
saves from Scully and Blair Yule 
while Watt had a goal chalked off 
for offside.

Within two minutes of the 
resumption the crucial third duly 
arrived when Watt ran on to a 
pass from Harry Milne, jinked 
for space in the box and coolly 
chipped over the goalkeeper. The 

scoring was completed midway 
through the half by Sam Burnett 
with a low, left-footed curler into 
the net.

Cove manager John Sheran 
said: ‘Getting the two early goals 
settled everybody down a bit.

‘Credit to Fort William, they 
were well organised, made it hard 
and kept working to the end.’

Fort manager Ally Ewan had 
no complaints about the outcome 
and said: ‘There were a lot of 
positives to take, although we had 
wanted to contain Cove as long 
as we could. If we had done that 
there was a chance. It was only a 
matter of time though. Cove are a 
very good side, certainly the best 
we’ve faced. They dominated 
from start to finish, while we were 
living off scraps throughout.’

AFTER an amazing day at 
Nevis Range, the 2016 Scottish 
Freedom Series is now over for 
another year.

The fourth and final event, the 
Corrie Challenge, took place in 
Summit Gulley and the face 
delivered in spades with 10cm 
of fresh snow on top of the firm 
base.

After check-in and briefing 
in the Snowgoose Restaurant, 
the riders took a skidoo tow 
ride across the summit plateau 
to the start area for the com-

Calum Reid in action

Freedom Series comes to an end
petition, and then right on cue 
at noon the mist cleared ready 
for all competitors to have their 
two judged runs in brilliant 
sunshine.

Winners
The event winners were: Jo 

Slater - female board;  Steve 
Fletcher - male board;  Katie 
Small - female ski;  Rob 
Kingsland - male ski.

This was the last event in the 
2016 series and every compet-
itor who entered was keen to 
rank as high as possible in order 

to notch up a few extra series 
points to add to their ever-in-
creasing series totals.

Ultimately, once the event 
ranking was determined, the 
overall 2016 Scottish Freedom 
Series Champions were: Jo 
Slater - female board;  Robbie 
Paton - male board;  Katie 
Small - female ski;  Dave Biggin 
- male ski.

Katie Small from Kinlochleven won the female ski title in the Scottish Freedom Series.
Inset: Fort William’s Dave Biggin won the male event. 

Football

‘Cove dominated from start
to � nish, while we were living 
o�  scraps throughout’

LOCHABER hosted Deeside 
this weekend with the visitors 
looking to secure the league title 
with one game left.

Despite being at home, Loch-
aber were struggling for numbers 
and at one point on Friday night 
they weren’t sure they would be 
able to field a team. But long 
term stalwarts and Lochaber 
legends Gary Hendrie and Robin 
Morgan stepped in to lend some 

Lochaber no match for Deeside
experience to a young squad. 

Both teams started well and 
there was back and forth action 
between the two 22m lines. Dee-
side eventually opened the scor-
ing and didn’t look back. They 
were dominating the lineouts and 
were turning over a lot of ball. 

The second half saw Lochaber 
up their defensive efforts and 
man-of-the-match Callum Boyd 
put in two big hits in quick suc-
cession.

Lochaber managed to get back 
into the game and get some good 
possession and territory which 

unfortunately didn’t materialise 
into any points. The final score 
was Lochaber 0 - 53 Deeside.

That was enough for Deeside to 
be crowned Caledonian Division 
2 North Champions.

Results else where meant Loch-
aber dropped to last in the table, 
one point behind Stornoway but 
have three games in hand over 
the islanders, who have now 
completed all their fixtures.

Lochaber’s next game is away to 
Ellon this Saturday, 3pm kick off.

Rugby

Action from the Lochaber versus Deeside match

Nine dinghies took part in a 
fresh south easterly wind, which 
certainly blew away the cobwebs.

Keelboat racing starts on the 
evening of Monday May 2, while 
club nights are held every Thurs-
day evening from April 21.

Club nights are a good oppor-
tunity for members and non- 
members alike to try out sailing 
under supervision.

Yacht club holds fi tting out
supper and fi rst race of the
season for the Frostbite Trophy

Yachting

Competitors prepare for the Frostbite Trophy race.


